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ILLUSTRATIONS

OF THE
RESOURCES AND CAPABILITIES

OF

IHINDUSTAN.

CHAPTER 1.

Habits of the natives—Mode of life—National character—No
middle class of society—Neglect of works of public utility—
Town duties—Native prejudice and superstition—Fairies.

Tue people of Hind@stan are frugal and primitive;

their pastoral habits being nearly the same as they

were in the time of the patriarchs of old: no
one can travel through the country without hav-
ing the many beautiful allusions to the ancient
manners of the East which are scattered through-
out the Old Testament forcibly recalled to the
mind. They live, as their forefathers did, cn
corn, and milk, and oil;—only a few touch the
flesh of kids, goats, or antelopes. From day to
day, aud year to year, the same materials consti-

VOL. 11, B



2 MODE OF LIFE IN HINDUSTAN.

tute their diet. The great mass of the community
only eat once in twenty-four hours; but the time
varies,—some choose the morning, others the even-
ing: and all are interminable smokers. /
With the people of Lower Hindfistan rice is the
chief article of food ; but the inhabitants of Central
India, and the athletic tribes of the northern pro-
vinces, subsist entirely upon wheaten cakes. These
cakes are unleavened, and are prepared at the
time in which they are consumed. The meal of
which they are composed is prepared at home, or
purchased from the corn-chandler. When the hour
for the diurnal repast arrives, a small wood fire is
kindled, and over it, supported on bricks, or baked
mortar, is placed a round iron platter. While this
utensil is warming, the individual busies himself in
kneading, in a brass pan, the dry flour into a con-
sistent paste, using for this purpose water mixed
with a small quantity of buffalo butter and sakt.
Having completed this process, portions are de-
tached and fashioned into cakes, about a quarter of
an inch in thickness. These are laid, one after the
other, on the hot iron to be baked, and, as soon as
twelve or fifleen are accumulated, the manufac-
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turer pauses. KEspecial care is always taken to
prepare more than would suffice for the meal; for,
without the satisfaction of knowing that a surplus
remained, should it be required, half the gratifica-
tion of the entertainment would be lost. By plac-
ing the cakes on the hot iron, the surfaces quickly
get browned, while the interior retains its moisture.

Should the person be provided with chillies, or
any other variety of vegetable, they are placed in a
small brass vessel, water being poured over théem,
and set beside the fire to simmer. The potato,
which has been cultivated in India during many
years for the supply of the English residents, is
now beginning to be used by the natives.

The baking process over, the repast commences.
The piquant contents of the brass cup are poured
into a dish of the same metal, and some buflalo
butter into another. Each morsel, as it is torn
from the cake, is slightly dipped in the vegetable
mixture, or the ghee, and eaten. When the rxféal
is concluded, every vessel is most care fully scoured
‘and put away. A chillum of tobacco then follows;
after which, should the'individual be more luxuri-
ous than his neighbours, he indulges in the gratifi-

B2



4 NATIONAL CHARACTER.

cation of a short sleep. Two or three hours
are consumed from the time of the commencement

ofthe proceeding to the conclusion of the repast.
The corn is ground in a hand-mill, and is particu-
larly salutary, in consequence of the bran being
mixed up with it.

Having said thus much concerning their mode
of life, I next proceed to offer some remarks on
the present condition of the national character;
and, bad as every one must allow it to be, I do
not consider it deserving that unqualified censure
which has been so lavishly heaped on it. With
every respect for the authority of so great a name
as Mill, I must say, that the conduct which has
given occasion for the severity of his remarks, is
not so much attributable, as he would lead us to
‘suppose, to the inherent bad quahues of the mind
of the people themselves, as to the selfish and un-
healthy form of government under whlch they have
been nurtured ‘

.~ He tells us, that “in a more favourable state of
the human mmd that ]arge portlon ‘of the field of
actlon whxch lt 1s lmpossxble to reach thh the
terrors of the lam is protected by the sentiments
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of the people themselves; but in India there is
no moral chal'acfer. Sympathy and antipathy are
distributed by religious, not by moral judgment,
Ignorance, and its concomitant, gross superstition,
an implicit faith in the efficacy of prayers, charms,
and magic ; selfishness, low cunning, litigiousness,
avarice, revenge, disregard for truth, and indolence,
are the princip;).l features to be traced.”

I have before remarked on the inconsistency of
the “nativc character, and adduced two opposite
examples in illustration.  Certainly the trait de-
vélpped in the one instance must be estcemed one
of which an English fisherman might have felt
proud, and yet honesty would be the last virtue we
should look for in a people possessing so long a
catalogue of bad qualities as those which have just
been enumerated. Such a state of things can only
be understood by persons acquainted with the tyran-
nical nature of the past government\s of Hindastan,
which, during many centuries, have presented one
continued scene of discord and amarchy, with all
the vicissitudes and fluctuations which must ever
be found as their attendant evils. In the outrageous

violations of law and justice, perpetrated by the



6. NATIONAL CHARACTER.

strong against the weak and the defenceless, every
crime called into action some animal propensity ;-
and, in the constant indulgence of brutal passions,
moral sentiments were lost. Conquest formed the
first and only legitimate pursuit of the sovereigns ;
even the ties of bleod and kindred were insufficient
to restrain them in a career which they regarded as
the sole source of glory and renown.

Ambition, when once kindled in an Asiatic
breast, breaks down every fence. Internally, the
constitution of a native state is a single despotism ;
every movement originating with the chief, to whose
will there is no limit, except the endurance of his
subjects. Schooled in such an atmosphere, the
thoughts of the whole community were necessarily
centred in the present. They held every thing they
possessed upon a precarious tenure, and they could
place no dependence on the future; while self-
aggrandizement was so glaringly prominent in all-
the aets of their superiors, that at last the people
themselves necessarily became tainted with the:
vice. - .

-The great bulk:of: the population could entertait’
no attachment to' any set of political- principles
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grounded on such a basis, or to a form of govern-
ment, which, however good, might, in the succeed-
ing year, be destroyed by the usurping hand of
some successful neighbouring despot. They have
in this manner been long habituated to revolu-
tions, and partial changes, and have, consequently,
learned to obey with little repugnance whomsoever
may happen to be placed over them, expecting that
his sway, like that of his predecessor, will be
equally transitorSr. All they wish to stipulate for
is, the toleration of their religious doctrines, rites,
and prejudices, the security of their domestic com-
forts, and the prosperity of their particular villages ;
but at the same time they are perfectly indifferent
respecting the person who may appropriate the
revenues, being altogether destitute of what is un-
derstood in Europe by the term patriotism.

Under such circumstances, we must not feel sur-
prised to find that the people of Hinddstan do not
regard the crime of treason in the light in which
it appears to us. The man whose salt they have
eaten, they will never betray. In fidelity and attach-
ment to a master or chief in whose service they are

engaged, the natives of India are not surpassed by
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any people, upon earth ; but:in the relationof mere
subjects, they do not feel themselves bound by any
strong tie of .allegiance. .. They have no idea of
loyalty or disloyalty, but to-the masters who sup-
port, them; and their motions run ‘equally - counter
to: those ‘entertzined’:in Burope 'concerning ‘civil
liberty. :Amidst. the.frumerous -revolutions wlhiich
have a1 various times prevailed in Hindfstan;it'is-a
remarkable. faet, that -in all:.the schemes of. polity,
whether : of ithe conquerors -or -the conquered, the:
idea -of civil.-liberty in: any:shape never seems to
have been contemplated, and:is to this day without
aname in the Janguages of India... -0 o0l

-Qur native army, as_long. as it shall. continue to:
enjoy. the liheral advantages it ‘now possesses, will:
never. falter 5 aiitl, we may rest. assured, will stand-
the shock:of any:contending fovce that may'be’
brought : against:-it. ~The bad -qualities of* the.
Heart, therefore, which'we' now 'seée 30 prominently’
displayed in the Asiatic bréast, mvast be uttributable’
to the .constant-action: in'whiéh 'the'passiony of. the'
people have been kept by their formiet rulers. " That
under the mild: and ‘steady sway of British fule’

their wild-and lawless inclinations will be suc~
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ceeded by milder and more refined sentiments, few
who have studied the native character can doubt;
and we may with confidence prediet, that, in the
course of another century, the people of India will
have become equal in wisdom and in excellence to
any of the models which shall be held out to them.

The main objection to the employment of the
natives of the country in offices of trust and re-
sponsibility, arises from their notorious habits of
dishonesty and peculation : but it should be recol-
lected, that it is only since the European function-
aries themselves have been well paid that they have
become trustworthy, notwithstanding their high
moral superiority and intelligence. The early his-
tory of our rule in India teems with European acts
of corruption and malpractices. Therefore, so far
from feeling surprised at a native officer being
guilty of similar conduct, our astonishment ought.
rather 1q be called forth by his not doing it. Alb
European : governments have: purchased. integrity
in high public officers by honours and emoluments.
To procure it in India, the Company. were necessia
tated to adopt the like policy;. and, if the same

G ... . B3.1.



10 ADDRESS OF MARQUIS HASTINGS.

price be given; we shall almost as readily find it:
ationg the natives of the country as among the
Europeans themselves. v

“To improve and persuade those: around you,”
said the noble Hastings, in his impassioned address
to the students of* Fort William-collega, on the 25t
of 'August, 1820, « will not be a gratuitous-duty,
superadded to the discharge of your immediater
trust respecting your honourable employers; The’
simple interests of the Company cannot' be bettet*
advanced than by the moral melioration of the'in-:
habitants; but, far beyond this; the Company ‘have-
not; never could have, another' object se much at
beart as-the happiness of their native subjeets, and
theiregutation of their own country.” Then, turning
to the oivil students, he added, « The possible: calls
on: your :justicey your sagacity, your firmness; your
exertions, yeur 'patience; and: your kindness, might
be impracticable to communicate ; but every mhan
oughti¢o have a short summary of what becomes
hin. ‘' When: appeals for your ‘intervention cceur;
it/ will ‘besuffieient if each of you say to himself,
«The indigent requires & sustaining hend, the dis-
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tressed requires soothing, the perplexed requires
counsel, the injured requires redress: they who
present themselves to me in these predicaments,
are my fellow-men, and I am a Briton.’”

In India there is no middle class of society :
with the exception of a few bankers and shopkeep-
ers, there is no intermediate grade between the
prince and the pauper. At present nine men in
ten, or perhaps ninety-nine in every hundred, have
nothing but their mental and physical powers to
depend upon for subsistence ; and, yet the effect of
our system of rule hitherto has been, unhappily, to
diminish the employment of these. ' Persons who
have no other resource, and who find it difficult to
procure suitable oceupation, cannot be supposed to
be much attached to a government which refuses to
eneourage the exercise of their talents in the un-
dertaking of honest and useful employment.

The dedication of revenue, for the creation and
support-of amiddle class in our Eastern dominions,
has been, with few exceptions, utterly neglected.
It is only in the territories of independent native
chiefs and princes that great and useful works are

formed or maintained. In our territories, the
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canals¥*, bridges, reservoirs, wells, groves, temples,
and caravansaries, the works of our predecessors,
from revenues expressly appropriated for these un-
dertakings, without any view to a direct return in
profit, are gaing fast to decay, together with the
feelings which originated them ; and unless a new
and more enlightened policy should be followed,
of which the dawn may perhaps be distinguished,
will soon Jeave no trace behind.

. ¢ A persistence for a short time longer in our
selfish administration will level the face of .the
country, as it has levelled the ranks of society, and
leave & plain surface for wiser statesmen to act on.
At present the aspect of society presents no middle
class; and the aspect of the country is losing all
those great works of ornament and utility with
which we found it adorned. Great families are
levelled, and lost in the crowd; and great cities
have dwindled into farm villages. - The work of
destruction is still going on, and unless we act upon
new principles it will proceed with desolating
rapidity. How many thousand links by which
the affections of the people are united to the soil,

* The restoration of the Delhi canals forms an exception.
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and to their government, are every year broken
and destroyed by our selfishness and ignorance;
and yet if our views in the country extended be-
yond the returns of a single harvest, beyond the
march of a single detachment, or the journey of
a single day, we could not be so blind to their
utility and advantage.” *

By our disregard to the promotion of this va-
luable portion of a statesman’s duty, the middle
class of society, which existed in the time of the
Mahomedan rulers, has now disappeared. If the
Native Powers were tyrannical and oppressive,
they were attentive to the policy which creates and
engenders among nations an attachment to the
soil that gave them birth. They encouraged and
co-operated in the planting of extensive mango
groves, so much delighted in by all classes; they
promoted the erection of temples, they assisted in
the formation of reservoirs, and at intervals so tem-

pered their oppression by concession as to retain

* See a valuable paper on this subject in a work entitled
“ Taxes ;" by an officer of the Civil and Military Service of
Bengal.~—Smith aad Elder, London,
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within the breast of theiv subjects sentiments of
gratitude and attachment. "

So.far from acting on these principles of policy,
we: have almost in every instance pursued a con-
trary course, severing the ties it should have been
our urgent, desire to strengthen. By our Revenue
management we have shaken the entire confidence
of the rural population, who now no longer lay out
their little capital in village improvements, lest our
revenue officers, at the expiration of their leases,
should take advantage of their labours, and impose
an additional rent.

The. English at home are so much in the habit
of giving their attention to matters connected ex-
clusively with manufactures and commerce, that
they have hitherto neglected, in their distant pos-
sessions, those great works which, when spread
over the face of a country, convert the barren and
cheerless waste into scenes of rich and animated
fertility ; peopling tracts which, without them, man
scarcely dared to enter.

With regard to Hindfistan, those nations who
are unfriendly to us, might with justice declare our
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conduct to be more allied to Vandalism than to
civilization. With the exception of the beautiful—
the stupendous edifice at Agra, not a single orna-
mental work out of the immense number raised
by our tasteful predecessors, have the Anglo-Indian
government had the liberality to keep in repair;
and it need scarcely be said, that they have not
raised one upon their own account. Burke’s
severe rebuke still holds good: « That if the Eng-
lish were driven from India, they would leave
behind them no memorial worthy of a great and
enlightened nation; no monument of art, science,
or-beneficence ; no vestige of their having occupied
and ruled over the country; except such traces
as the vulture and the tiger leave behind them.”

It is argued by many, that individual enterprise
is sufficient for the furtherance of these great ends.
Such reasoning may be applicable and just to
communities far advanced in civilization, in which
commerce, manufactures, religious orders, judicial
establishments abound; and where armies, navies,
colleges, and schools, fill up the vast chasm be-
tween the prince and the peasant, creating as long

as they endure a permanent middle class; but is
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totally inapplicable to India, and .indeed to all
those states of society in which industry is almost
exclusively confined to agriculture, and the ma-
terial enjoyments of the people limited to the
simplest necessaries of life.

« It may be urged,” says Forster, « that the
expenditure of Kuropeans in their public and
private buildings, has adequately supplied the
wants of the artisan and labourer. But I am led
to hazard an opinion, that this amount falls far
short of that applied by the preceding princes to
the construqtion of mosques, baths, temples, grand
reservoirs of water, spacious gardens; together
with a variety of costly private edifices. These
modes of expense are neither adapted to the
genius nor inclination of Europeans, who have
no_religious pasgion to gratify, nor are they im-
pelled by patriot zeal to raise monuments of gran-
deur in India: but holding themselves the move-
able tenants of the day, they are eager to reach.
their native home, that they may there enjoy the
fruits of theu’ labour.” ‘

1 have heard it asserygd by one fu].ly cpmpetent
to give an opinion, that. the artificial regervoirs,
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of India available for purposes of irrigation might
have been, and may still be, made an admirable
means for the formation of a middle class.

Intent only upon augmenting its net surplus
revenue for the benefit of the absentees in Englaﬁd,
without for a moment considering the sources
whence it may be expected to flow, the' Aunglo-
Indian government seldom venture to incur any
great expense for such useful purposes. Lvery
statesman must see, or ought to sce, the necessity
of a middle class in society, who should be inte-
rested in the stability of the government: and
every statesman has the power to form oue, when
he has the resources of a vast empire like India
at his disposal. Take, for example, an instance
furnished in the history of our own country.

We abhor the character of Henry I. of England,
in the relation of ‘a brother, but as a sovereign
we must recognize in him the first enlightened
statesman thdt ever filled the Eﬂglish throne.
When he seized the treasure, and assumed the
sceptre, on the sudden death of his brother Rufus,
his elder brother and rightful sovereign, Robert,

was’ away, engaged in the holy wars. Henry
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knew that Robert was the most popular soldier
in Europe, and that he was leading armies in the
most popular cause.

He also knew that the great mass of the people
were without preperty, and were seeking in the
service of every bold adventurer employment for
their swords. Henry saw that, without an imme-
diate change in the system of society, his brother’s
standard if displayed, in any corner of England,
would cause his usurped authority immediately to
disappear. His only hope rested upon a change
in the state of society ; how to act was the question.

He knew that the slow progress of arts, trade,
manufactures, and commerce, could not effect it in
time for his purpose; could not, in short, by the
creation of property, produce that feeling of inte-
rest in the stability of his power which he imme-
diately required. His sagacity pointed out the
means of effecting an instantaneous change, by the
formation of Ecclesiastical establishments. Abbeys,
priories, monasteries, and other religious houses,
depending for their very existence upon the stability
of his power, rose, as it were' by enchantment, in
every corner of his dominions. One hundred and
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fifty, we are informed, of these religious founda-
tions were raised by him; and these gave honest
employment to tens of thousands, together with
property and hope to as many more.

Five new orders were introduced into the coun-
try: Knights-Hospitallers, Augustine Canons,
Cistercians, Canons of the Holy Sepulchre, and
the Monks of Grandmeont; and amongst a formi-
dable host of priests, and a rabble actively and
profitably employed, Robert, the most popular
soldier of KEurope, returned from the IToly wars
unnoticed ; and lived more than twenty years neg-
lected aud forgotten, a prisoner in the country of
which he was the rightful sovereign. The middle
class, which Henry’s policy, not his religion, formed,
was the best which the circumstances of the age
permitted for an immediate purpose; and the
security of the property, and even the existence of
almost every member of that class, depending
upon the stability of his power, Robert could have
had no chance had he contested his right.

The policy of the Anglo-Indian government has
been on all occasions to arrest every local dis-

bursement, and to gather into the garners of its
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treasury.-all that it can scrape together. Some
years ago, throughout the different cities-and towns
in British India, a municipal tax was imposed, un-
der the denomination of town duties ; and upon a re-
monstrance made by the inhabitants against it, they
were assured that the measure was merely adopted
in order to raise funds whereby each town and its
neighbourhood, wherein the tax should be levied,
might be improved and ornamented ; that by this
imeahs matiy extensive - and useful improvements
might be made, which.could not be eflected by
single individuals. With this explanation they
were satisfied .

.. During a considerable period the funds were prin-
cipally applied to this legitimate purpose, and at the
large town of Saugor, in Central India, for instance,
an extensive fagade was constructed, with a flight of
stone steps extending into the beautiful lake, on the
borders of which the town stands. A wide and ex-
cellent road, six miles in extent, along the margin
of the lake, was planned and executed; which
gave empldyment during many months to a great
number of people. This road . has been.planted
on either side with mango. and choice forest trees,
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which, when mature, will afford a delightful retreat
from the burning fierceness of the solar rays, and
vie in appearance with the beautiful avenue which
cxtends between Caleutta and Barrackpore, or the
more extensive and elegant chausées of France.
New streets were projected, and the old ones
widened. These and many other undertakings of
equal ‘utility were projected when the late ruler of
India arrived.

It is difficult to say under what stipulations Lord
William Bentinck came to India, and it would be
highly presumptuous to hazard an opinion respect-
ing the correctness of his Lordship’s views. I
merely adhere to facts and events which took place
immediately after his entrance into the country.
No sooner had Lord William placed his foot upon
the soil of India, than, in spite of all remonstrance,
he commenced upon, and persevered in those in-
vasions of prescriptive right which have led to such
severe and cutting animadversion.

One of his first measures was the appropriation
of the whole of the town duties. Peremptory
orders were issued that all works of local utility

should be suspended, in whatever state of comple-
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tion they might be, and the money for the future
paid into the government treasury. Among the
other useful purposes to which the town dues at
Saugor had been applied, was the establishment of
a Dispensary, at which the sick poor might obtain
relief—the surgeon of the station kindly giving his
professional services gratuitously. The whole ex-
pense of this establishment amounted only to 30
rupees (£3) per month.

An appeal was made on behalf of this Dispen-
sary, as well as the one at Jubbulpore, another
town in the Saugor and Nerbudda territories,
‘but to no purpose. A positive negative was g'iven
to the application, and that in such uncourteous
terms as to'leave an impression on the minds of
the local officers, that his Lordship almost thought
that they were endeavouring to overreach him.
Every public work of local utility, then, which led
to the employment of mechanics and labourers
'has been abolished; and the inhabitants of Saixgor,
-although regularly called on to pay this municii)étl
“tax, no longer derive the smallest benefit from it.

To eome back to the present state of ‘the
HindG .and’-Mahomedan mind. *'The Tlight of
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other days still continues to illumine their intellec-
tual atmosphere. They are centuries behind us in
social and religious civilization—but it is conso-
latory to know that the dawn of a more cheering
era is evidently fast approaching. The impositions
of their religious guides still rivet them to the
most implacable prejudices, and impel them to the
commission of fearful outrages on the milder
charities of our nature. We shudder at the idea of
a fellow-creature passing by without heeding the
dying wants of another. But when we know that
the force of public opinion is against his doing so,
unless the individual should belong to his own
class, however severely we may condemn the con-
duct pursued, we must not attribute it so much to
the inherent bad qualities of the native mind, as to
the influence of education and the force of public
opinion. The parable of the Good Samaritan
establishes the universality of the feeling.

No people on earth are so infatuated as the
HindGs with the notion of magic. We cannot. feel
surprised at this, since it has been the offspring of
ignorance in all ages, our forefathers being equally

under the influence of the grossest superstition.
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Uninformed persons can scarcely conceive anything
to have a real existence that is not made an
object of their senses. At no time have mankind
been able, without the aid of revelation, to form an
adequate idea of a First Cause, which is the great
foundation of true religion. In proportion as their
knowledge of nature was confined, and their theo-
retical conclusions imperfect, with so much the
more avidity did they fly for satisfaction to the most
simple but most ineffectual of all solutions—the cor-
poreal agency of invisible beings. Hence we find
them fully prepared for, and readily falling into,
all the follies and absurdities of superstition, We
must not wonder then that where such infatuation
exists, advantage should be taken of it by the cun-
ning and the crafty. Accordingly, Hindfistan is
overrun by professors of those mystical incantations
called Mantras, and the occult sciences generally.
Those who deal in the former of these two acquirc-
ments are considered the most skilful, and at the
same time the most dangerous.

The greater part of the cross accidents in life
which befal the people, are supposed to be caused

by the secret machinations of some enemy who has



PREVALENCE OF WITCHCRAFT. 2

(5]

had recourse to this black art for the purpose of
circumventing them. If they lose a wife or child
by premature death, when their corn is blighted,
or a murrain breaks out among their cattle, none
of these calamities are attributed to a natural
cause, but are all aseribed to preternatural devices,
employed by some secret enemy. Diseases, parti-
cularly such as are of long continuance, are attri-
buted to the same cause; and if these occurrences
should happen during any quarrel or law-suit, the
whole is attributed to the opponent, who is con-
sidered to have accomplished it by magical devices.
For the first twelve months a Hind(i mother care-
fully secludes her child, lest the evil eye should fall
on it.

These mischievous magicians are very much
dreaded and hated, and never fail to be punished
when it is believed that by their spells they have
been instrumental in promoting any calamity.
Taking further advantage of the credulity of their
countrymen, these vagabonds give out, that in the
utterance of their mantras the utmost nicety is
required ; since in the correctness of their pronun-
ciation depends the pleasure of their god or demon;

YOL. II. C
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while any imperfection or defect that occurs infal-
libly brings on the head of the utterer all the mis-
chief he was essaying to procure for others. The
punishment assigned to them, generally, is, to draw
their two front teeth, as their loss will for ever
afterwards render them incapable of correct ut-
terance.

As an instance of the hold which these men
sometimes obtain over the minds of their country-
men, the following anecdote, which fell within my
own knowledge, will serve to show. A highly
respectable Hindfi landholder at Saugor, named
Baboo Bight, refused one of these men a plot of
ground for a garden. Of the motive for the denial
of this request I am ignorant, nor is it a matter
of any importance. It is sufficient to state, that
the fellow reccived a refusal. Undismayed, he
renewed the application, which was again rejected.
He became more importunate than ever; and a
third time solicited the grant, but met with no
better success. He vowed, in consequence, to-
conjure the life of the landholder away within a
year, and made the Baboo acquainted with his
intention. From this moment he commenced the
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diabolical undertaking ; but the Baboo, being in
good health at the time, took no notice of the
threat.

The fellow established himself on a plain close
to the military cantonments of Saugor, on the con-
fines of Baboo Bight’s land. FEvery evening the
incantations would be resumed, and the fire be seen
blazing about the mystical earthen pot. Days and
weeks paiss'ed on with apparently no effect. At
length it was given out that Baboo Bight was ill.
His sleep had deserted him, his appetite was gone,
and he had become restless and feverish. He
affected to treat the threatened machinations with
contempt ; but it would not do: they were evidently
uppermost. in his mind, and making a deep impres-
sion. Six months or more had elapsed, and the
fellow continued unremitting in his acts of conju-
ration. Baboo Bight's health was gone; a low
destructive fever had insinuated itself into his
system, and it was evident that he was fast ap-
proaching the grave. The fellow, more vigorously
than ever, stirred his fire and invoked his deity,
till at last the poor man died.

Thus, by the operation of fear, in less than
c2
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twelve months a mind active and strong became
disturbed and anxious, then diseased, till at last,
by the influence of this wretch’s slow but sure
mystical incantations, life was juggled away, and
lost.

Moreover, the HindGs are great believers in
fairies, Here we find a strange similarity between
their notions upon the subject and those of the
people of Europe; but as many learned inquirers
believe that the fictions concerning fairies which
prevailed in England were of oriental importation,
their resemblance to the place of their origin may
be satisfactorily explained. Our brethren of the
crusades are the individuals, according to an inge-
nious writer,* to whom we ought to feel grateful
for so valuable a present.

Another 1 equally curious authority on the same
subject considers the precious gift to have been
introduced into England long before this irre-
gular impulse of religious frenzy on the part of
our forefathers had been exerted.

.The race of fairies, he informs us, was established

* Jarvis’s Don Quixote.
+ Martin’s Spenser’s Fairy Queen.
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in Europe in very early times, but not universally.
The fairies were confined to the north of Europe—
to the ultima thule—to the British isles—to the
divisis orbe Britannis. They were unknown at
this remote period to the Gauls and Germans.
The belief, indeed, of such invisible agents being
assigned to different parts of nature prevails at
this very day in Scotland and Danmonium (De-
vonshire and Cornwall). In the latter, we know
that the Druids worshipped rocks, stones, and
fountains, indeed anything with an artificial scratch
on it, like our Hindd brethren in the present day;
and imagined them to be inhabited and actuated
by divine intelligences of a lower rank. These
notions have been regularly transmitted from father
to son, down to a recent period, and are much
anterior in date to the spurious romance of those
Quixotic expeditions in the cause of religion, called
crusades.

These inferior deities, which the Cornish called
Spriggian, or Spirits, the HindGs call Ghins, which
answer to Genii, or Fairies; and the rural popu-
lation of Cornwall may still be heard to discourse

of them. The Spriggian, like the Ghins, are
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believed to delude benighted travellers, to discover
hidden treasure, to influence the ‘weather, and to
raise the winds.

Education in the western world has, however,
now happily dispelled the mists which had so long
clogged the understanding ; and there can be little
doubt that the dawn of an equally bright intel-
lectual day has broken on the minds of our fellow-

subjects in the East.
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Departure for Central India—Painful Associations—Humeerptr
—Meeting ‘with a Fellow-Traveller—Table Land of Central
India—Alarm during the Night—Surprise a Village—Catch a
Man—Attachment of a Pariah Dog—Anecdote of a Child—
Arrival at Saugor—The Cantonments—Burial Ground—The
Mint—Improvements at Saugor—New Process in Road-making
—The Queen—Pundits—Artisans—Native School—Attention
of the Governor General—Lake—Amusements.

AFTER a residence of three years at Cawnpore, I
was nominated by the Governor General to the
medical duties of the Political Agency, in the
Saugor and Nerbudda territories. The distance
from Cawnpore to the town of Saugor, where I
was about to take up my abode, is upwards of
three hundred miles. My experience of the de-
lights of a dak trip in the rainy season had been
ample, as the reader may probably recollect, and I
was now about to gather information touching one
to be performed in the burning month of June.

Montesquieu, I think it is, who says, * the misery
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of travelling through a fine country consists in not
having some one near to whom to exclaim, How
beautiful ! ”  As mine was a journey in the height
of the hot winds, I did not participate in this
regret, more especially as I could only travel by
night. . But even had it been otherwise, and had
I been a Benedict blessed with “ a better half,” the
unsociable nature of the travelling vehicle would
have effectually prevented the emjoyment of that
sweet interchange of thought said to be the solace
to every care, and the envy and desire of all single
men. But boxed up in a machine six feet by four,
the solitary traveller jogs along at the slow rate
of three miles and a half an hour, over a half wild,
half cultivated :country, with nothing to diversify
the, monotonous « He! Haw!” of his grunting
companions the palankeen bearers, save the occa-
sional caw! of a crow as he approaches a village,
or the squeel.of a kite or vulture. disturbed from
some neighbouring carrion. 'Two. sets of bearers
will never run.any distance with their palkees iside
by side, :s0 that:ifiai man_ should have a beléved
wife with him, she is sure to be either half a mile
hehind:(perbaps looking. after: the -‘Ayah with! the
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dear infant), or an equal distance in advance.
Under these circumstances, lucky is the man who
can travel through Hinddstan free from a fit of the
blues.

On this occasion my route lay through a country
I bad already traversed, so I set out on my journey
with all the feelings of an old stager; one who,
from a few hard rubs, fancies himself a perfect
master of the road and an adept in the knowing
ways of mankind. 'To travel by day through
Upper HindGstan in the early part of the month
of June is utterly impossible. By eight o'clock in
the morning the sun has attained a power scarcely
bearable; night then becomes the only season at
which an European can move. My task required
five nights for its performance; getting shelter
during the day from the intense heat as I best
could. The first night would bring me to Humeer-
pr on the Jumna-—four stages, 49 miles; the
second to Keitah—five stages, 64 miles; the third
to Chatterpore—five stages, 62 miles; the fourth
to Heerapore—six stages, 64 miles; and the fifth
to Saugor—five stages, 59 miles.

Having delivered the charge of my Staff duties

c3
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over to my successor; made the necessary p. P.C.
calls; and taken leave of some worthy friends, at
whose house I spent my last day, I jumped into
the palankeen at six in the evening, and bade
adieu to Cawnpore. How differently did I feel
when I again visited it! Then worn down by a
long fever to a state of childish feebleness; now,
under the animating—the heyday influence of
expectation, and blessed with the gayest spirits.

It is always painful to utter the word farewell,
and more especially in HindGstan. The tenure of
life is there so precarious that feelings of appre-
hension suggested by the numerous chances which
may prevent our ever meeting again on this side
the grave, come upon parting friends with double
force: attachments too are stronger than they
usually are in the mother-country. In India there
is = warmth and real sincerity of feeling that is
rarely experienced at home. With the Anglo-Indian,
the selfish alloy of worldly consideration seldom,
if ever, poisons the cup of generous benevclence,
or damps the ardour of warm-hearted hospitality.
In him the beautiful lines of Lieutenant Holman

-ever meet with a ready approval :—
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¢ There is in friendship as in love, a joy
Dear to the heart of every feeling man.
A joy that glows with less tumultuous power,
But gently warms and animates the soul.”

My first night was passed, as first nights in a
palankeen usually are, that is, in vain endeavours to
catch a little sleep, till the grey flickerings of early
dawn bring along with them a momentary coolness
in the air, which tranquillizes the fevered system
into something like repose.

I reached my friend’s house at IHumeerpfr soon
after eight. I was in sight of it long before, but,
as is often the case, was detained a considerable
time in crossing the Jumna. The palankeen was
now stowed away in the verandah, and myself com-
fortably housed for the day. After breakfasting,
and talking over all our adventures since we last
met, Dr. S. and myself called on the Representative
of the Governor General for the affairs of Bundle-
kund. We spent the greater part of the day at his
residence, and only left it about three, to make our
toilets previous to returning to dine. In the even-
ing the ladies favoured us with some delightful
music, from which I was obliged to tear myself, to

resume my hot and dusty journey.
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The termination of the second night brought
me to my old station' Keitah, 64 miles, where I
was made welcome at the house of an old and
esteemed friend, who had, I found, invited some of
my former acquaintance to meet me in the evening
at dinner, where old scenes and adventures, the
recital of which stole away the time, and gave
gusto to the refreshing claret, made us forget the
discomforts of the burning atmosphere, and re-
stored to their former standard the half-drooping
spirits of all. Night was fast upon.the wane ere
the last vehicle was heard driving off from the
door. I spent the following day at Keitah, and at
six o’clock in the evening started for the scene of
my former exploits, Chatterpore, 62 miles.

In the description of my residence at this place, I
mentioned having occupied the travellers’ bungalow,
which now, for a second time, became my temporary
resting-place. As I drew near to it,.and was anti-
cipating a long and. dreary day, to my delight and
astonishment I found a:fellow-traveller already in
posfession. " Lieutenant M. had arrived.only a few .
minutes befort me.. .'He came. from Sdugor, and
thi$ was kis second day. Instead, therefore, of the
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loneliness which each expected, we contrived to
accommodate ourselves to circumstances so well
"that the hours slipped by, and the moment of
departure arrived before any irksome feeling was
permitted to arise.

As soon as it was known that I had arrived,
many of the townspeople came out to visit me,
bringing with them the usual offerings of fruit
and spices. Among the number I recognized
several of my old acquaintances, who gave me the
particulars of their goings-on in the health depart-
ment since I had least appeared amongst them.
The Rajah, they told me, since the death of his
son, had been residing at Malarah, a place of his,
about ten miles from Chatterpore: that matters
remained in statu quo, and that the trade of the
town continued as flourishing as ever.

At sunset’ we smoked our last cigar, and having
finished the remainder of a bottle of claret, with
mutual good wishes for each other’s welfare, we
resumed our respeetive routes. Mine conducted
me" to -a second post-house, but not half so good
as ‘that at Chatterpore, at a place called Heera-
pur, 64 miles. To make the place bearable, I
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had requested my relative at Saugor to send out
some men with kuss kuss tattees, to place in the
doorways, in order that the air inside might be
rendered supportable. Lieut. M. told me that
they had been put up, and from the moment he
mentioned the comfort which he had derived from
them, especially, as he said, they were totally
unexpected on his part, I felt a misgiving that all
would not be right when I reached my temporary
abode; and so it turned out. The men mistaking
one Sahib for another, thought their work com-
pleted when they had finished their task of minis-
tering to the wants of Lieutenant M. So they
quietly packed up their portables, and returned
back to Saugor. The consequence was, that when
I.came up, about twelve the next day, I found the
place without a door, and the little room with a
cow for its occupant. The latter was soon dis-
ledged, but I did not remain there long. Fortu-
nately for me, a considerable change had taken
place in the weather during the night. Clouds
had gathered overhead, and being now on the
table-land of Central India, the atmosphere was
more elastic and fresh than in the plains of Bun-
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dlekund. I had ascended the Heerapir Ghat or
Pass during the early part of the morning, and
was no sooner on the summit than the change
of climate became very perceptible.

During my nocturnal peregrinations, I sustained
considerable annoyance on account of the ignorance
of the palankeen-bearers, who contrived to lose
themselves in the jungles, which in the neighbour-
hood of Golgunge, where the accident occurred,
are very thick and extensive. Suspecting that all
was not right, from a subdued tone of conversation
which I overheard going on, I called out to know
what was the matter, and at the same time throw-
ing open the palankeen-doors, I found myself on
the brink of a precipice looking down on a piece of
water. This, as might be supposed, rather startled
me for the moment, especially as I was so close
that there was not room to get out on the side
nearest the lake; further inquiry discovered to me
that they had lost their way. Whether wilfully or
not I cannot pretend to decide. As they were now
obliged to scramble through bushes without the
vestige of a road, I thought it better to get out and
walk. After roaming about for some time, we at
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length fell in with a footpath, which soon brought
us into the precincts of a few huts. The hearers,
aware of the tricks of their countrymen, no sooner
espied the thatch of these miserable dwellings than
they took safe measures accordingly. A dead
silence was immediately proclaimed, and two cau-
tiously stole forward, leaving the others, with the
palankeen and torches, behind.

My curiosity prompted me to accompany them,
as I felt anxious to witness their plan of operations.
We wended our way cautiously along the path
until we came close up to the huts. All was as
still as death. Not a breath of air was stirring,
and the inhabitants, if there were any, wereevi-
dently buried in a sound repose. At first we
could perceive no one ; but on turning a corner we
came upon a stout fellow, fast in the arms of
Morpheus, stretched outside the door of his hut on
his wooden bed-frame. To spring forward and
catch hold of him was but the work of a moment.
Immediately as the two men ‘had secured their
prize, they shook him well, and called out lustily.
On awaking, the poor fellow seemed to think. that
it was all over with him, and that his career in this
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life was soon to close; but on getting his eyes
fairly open, and learning our wishes, he found his
condition not quite so pitiable as he at first
imagined. Accordingly, he began to consider how
he could out-manceuvre us in return. Had we
advanced with a noise, so as to have disturbed the
sleeping community of this rural spot, we might
have scarched in vain for a living mortal to direct
our steps. Every moving thing would have disap-
peared among the jungle. To obtain a guide,
therefore, it was necessary to pounce upon them
unawares in the manner we now did. Having
seccured our man, we acquainted him with the
place of our destination, and desired that he would
prepare himself to accompany us until we should
regain the road. He yielded to our proposition
with a very bad grace, and hoped to elude our
vigilance by practising on us an old and well-
known trick. He solicited permission to be al-
lowed to go into his hut to fetch his shoes. A
request exceedingly natural, and one to which a
person less conversant with native practices than
the present party were would have readily yielded.
. Had we acceded to it, however, -we should have



42 NATIVE CRAFTINESS.

waited in vain for his return, and this the bearers
well knew ; every jungle hut being provided with
a hole in the back wall, sufficiently laxge to admit
of the inmates bolting, in cases of emergency; and
had he been permitted to enter, he would doubtless
have considered his present positien so far critical
as to justify his availing himself of such a con-
venient mode of escape. When the proposal was
therefore made, one of the palankeen men ex-
claimed, “ Rascal!” (or something worse, for they
are by no means sparing of abusive epithets among
themselves) “do not think to .come the chor
kirkhee (thief’s hole) over us, we will find your
shoes for you.” Whereupon one of the party
darted into the hut, and, under the direction of the
disappeinted proprietor, soon found the jungle
wala’s primitive sandals. The rest of our party,
as-soon as they learned by our voices that we had
caught & man, came up with the torches and
palankeen. ‘
Having again explained to our -captive the' di-
rection in which we wished to .go, we then set out,
having him carefully guarded -as .we went along.
In about an hour the man brought us into the
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high road, when he received a rupee for his
trouble, and was sent back to his village. This
proceeding may appear very harsh and unjusti-
fiable ; but when circumstances arise, as in the
present instance, in which ‘the services of these
half-civilized creatures are required, there seems to
be no mode of obtaining them excepting by the
recourse to measures which are assuredly oppres-
sive, but for which necessity must plead an excuse.
All the talking in the world would never induce
a native of this description to undertake a task of
his own free will ; and so accustomed is he to
this sort of cavalier treatment, that he looks for
it from any individual who really stands in need of
lis assistance. With him, as with all mankind,
there must be a stimulus to the drudgery of daily
work, and that stimulus is necessity. “ Go and
catch (puckerlao) so many men,” is the every-day
mandate pronounced from the lips of a master who
requires workpeople ; and unless they are caught,
good-by to the work for the day, as a jungle
wala will never attend of his ewn accord.

When we reached the pest-house I gave the:

head nran a sound rating, for sending out such
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incompetent and careless people; and the bearers
themselves, had they not run off, would in all pro-
bability, instead of the usual present of half a rupee
which all ddk travellers give them, have expe-
rienced the effects of my indignation.

A singular instance of attachment on the part of
one of those numerous country (pariah) dogs which
infest all parts of Hind(istan occurred to me in this
journey. I first fell in with the animal shortly
after I quitted the town of Logassee, in Bun-
dlekund. The day had then broken, and sup-
posing the dog belonged to one of the palankeen
men, I took no furiher notice of him. On reaching
Chatterpore, however, I found that he still accom-
panied us, which led me to inquire whether he was
the property of any of the party. The reply was in
the negative. As the poor animal had come so far
with us, it was only fair to give him house-room,
so I permitted his resting in the same apartment
with, Lieutenant M. and myself. A portion of our
scanty meal was all he had to eat. On setting out
in the evening the anjmal was again on the move,
and kept beside the palankeen the whole of the
night, till we reached the Heerapﬁf dﬁk' bun-
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galow, the next day at twelve, having been our
companion throughout the whole of the nocturnal
wanderings in the Golgunge jungles.

We had now been in company together upwards
of sixty miles, and with the exception of a few
small biscuits the creature had tasted nothing.
At Heerapiir he bore evident signs of exhaustion ;
no sooner had we entered the hovel than he threw
himself on the ground, panting violently. I pro-
cured some water from a boy of the village, which,
when placed before him, was eagerly lapped up.
My stay, as I have already mentioned, was a very
short one. I did not get in till twelve ; and the
air being cool in comparison with the previous day,
I started again at two. I'he dog, notwithstanding
his fatigue, also got upon his legs, and seemed
determined to go on. Ile kept up for about five
miles further, and then giving me a look, which
seemed to ask for sympathy, and which I shall
never forget, dropped in the rear, and lay down.
Of course I soon lost sight of him, and being very
far from any habitation, I very much fear the
poor creature must have died.

While at Heerap(r a little boy came running
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up to me with a young grey monkey which he had
just caught ; and being very desirous that I should
accept it, or, in other words, buy it—as it is not the
custom of the country to demand a price in offer-
ing anything to a gentleman; it being deemed
more decorous to solicit its acceptance as a present,
and trust to his generosity for a suitable reward.
This practice sometimes entails upon an Anglo-
Indian considerable inconvenience; his ideas, and
those of the donor’s, being frequently widely dif-
ferent respecting the intrinsic value of the article ;
and when the former thinks that he has made a
handsome acknowledgment, the latter may be alto-
gether disappointed.. In the case of my little friend
with the monkey, I gave him a rupee or two, which
seemed to more than realize his expectations, and
he ran back to his parents, apparently quite
pleased.

The approach to Saugor in the dry season does
not impress a stranger with a strong predilection
in its favour. It is surrounded by a ridge of flat
trap hills, with nothing upon them excepting dry
and stunted grass, which contrasts strongly with

the black soil on which it grows; as soon, however,
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as the traveller mounts the hill on which the Resi-
dency House stands, his eye rests on a charming
lake, with the native town enveloped in trees on the
one side, and rich undulating plains on the other.
The military cantonments are situated on a part
of the latter; extending in a continuous line
about a mile and a half. The ground selected
for these cantonments is in many parts low and
swampy, and ill adapted for the purposes for which
it is designed.

The parade-ground ranges along in front of
the lines, and throughout its whole extent is only
intersected by the European burial-ground. I
myself highly disapprove of the selection of such
prominent sites for the graves of our departed
comrades. The more secluded a place of this
kind can be, the better. There is quite enough
depression of a physical nature always acting on
the system in a tropical climate, without the aid
of so melancholy a scene as that afforded by a
cemetery thrust conspicuously before our eyes, and
serving to remind us, every moment of our exist-
ence, of the deadly nature of the atmosphere,
against which we are doomed to contend. I feel



48 MINT AT SAUGOR ABOLISHED.

assured, therefore, that the farther these places are
kept in the back-ground the better, while so con-
spicuous a situation as the parade-ground at
Saugor should have been the very last chosen for
such a purpose. Until lately Saugor boasted a
mint: the handsome building constructed for the
purpose still remains; but, strange to say, in con-
sequence of the immense sums which have been
wasted on the erection of an establishment of the
kind at Calcutta, three times larger than the re-
quired extent, the Government, in order to bring
a greater quantity of grist to their pet mill, abo-
lished the one at Saugor.

This measure is to be deplored upon many ac-
counts, and was certainly unjustifiable, on the
score of economy; since the able superintendent
of the Saugor establishment, during his continuance
in office, a period of several years, so far from
entailing any expense upon the Government, abso-
lutely realized a profit by his skilful management.

The trifling circumstance of throwing four hun-
dred men out of employ, and of putting an end to
all local expenditure in the interior, was deemed

of little moment, it seems, in comparison to the
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necessity of finding work for machinery, which,
without these sacrifices, would have remained idle.
Ever since the erection of this extravagant esta-
blishment at Calcutta, the enormous expenses
which it entails have only been met by the deluge
of the country with copper pice, issued at a rate
which, in comparison with the intrinsic value of
the metal, has offered a temptation to the villagers
to exercise their skill as forgers of base coin, and
has stocked the gaols with vagabonds under punish-
ment for the issue of this counterfeit money.

The mint at Saugor was calculated to prove
more beneficial to the community than any
other establishment of the kind. The bankers
of the surrounding independent States employed
it for the purpose of converting the coin of those
countries into the Company’s rupees; so that
when they required to make advances to the
tenants of the British Government they were never
at a loss for the proper kind of money. The
necessity of this measure will be more apparent
when it is stated that the government collectors
will only take their own established rupee in pay-
ment of the land revenue; and that as many of

VoL, II. D
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the transactions of the people are made with the
Bhopal and Bundlekund states, they are obliged to
receive the money of those territories in exchange.
The seigniorage charged was 2 per cent., and so
economically was this establishment managed, that
this charge, together with a limited issue of copper
pice, more than covered its expenses.

The money being coined on the spot, no expense
was incurred, and no danger encountered in the
transport of it hundreds of miles over the country,
which at present must necessarily be the case ;
to say nothing of the glaring inconsistency of
abolishing so valuable a source of local expen-
diture, and thus throwing four hundred industrious
families upon the stream.*

The principal Civil establishments at Saugor
consist, in addition to the gaols, of which there are
three, in consequence of this station being the
depét for the reception of Thugs, of the provincial
treasury, and the post-office.

The cantonment roads, as well as those about
the Civil lines, are extremely good; and being
made of materials different from those which usually

* Sev Appendix,
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enter into the formation of highways, deserve espe-
cial mention.

The soil of the place is a black rotten mould,
with occasional patches of sandstone ; and till within
the_last few years the roads were so wretched as
to be in some places, during the rains, perfectly
impassable.

At the time in which Captain Sleeman took
charge of the district as principal political officer,
among his other multifarious duties, he applied his
comprehensive mind to the improvement of the
roa}ds, notwithstanding his inability to devote any
portion of the town duties to so valuable a work.
The labour was performed by the convicts. Having
instructed an intelligent jemadar of the dismounted
police corps, called Nujeebs, in the art, and giving
at the same time his own personal supervision to
the daily process, highways were formed to the
extent of several miles, which were, in the course
of a year, equal in excellence to the best Mac-
adamized roads in England.

No stones whatever entered into their formation ;
they were constructed of basalt, called by the
natives Moormah. The hills about Saugor are

D2
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principally trap, though a few are of sandstone
formation. The basalt constituting the former is
of two kinds: one, a species of green-stone, so
hard as to be difficult to work ; and the other, soft
and malleable. This latter kind is again distin-
guished by two varieties, called white and black
moormah; and the proper admixture of ‘these two
sorts of basalt constitutes the art of road-making.
Without a due apportionment of each the work
would prove a failure; for, if all black or all white
be used, the roads would, in dry weather, be impas-
sable from the dust, and in wet seasons inches deep
in mud.

The following plan therefore was adopted :—the
old lines were enlarged, while the new ones were
cut, to the breadth of our English highways;
ditches, three feet wide, being sunk on either side,
to carry off the water during the floods. A bed
of black moormah, from eight to ten inches thick,
was first laid on; after which came a thin covering
of intermediate moormah, and lastly, a melting
of white moormah.

The convicts were furnished with small hand-

carts, with which they transported the basalt from
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the hills—four were apportioned to each cart. One
party worked at the quarry, another transported
the materials, while a third disposed of them as
they were brought, one policeman being appointed
to every four convicts.

Should the weather prove dry on the comple-
tion of the work,” the moormah continues loose,
but never rough or hard, for the horses’ feet. No
sooner, however, has a shower of rain fallen, than
the moisture acts upon the alkaline and calcareous
parts of the earth, causing the whole to settle down
into a mass, firm, even, and durable. After this,
the more it rains the firmer the work becomes;
and, consequently, instead of being cut up, as
every stone road is in Hinddstan, from the force
of the periodical rains, these possess the advantage
of remaining unimpaired throughout the most de-
structive seasons. Since the introduction of this
material into road-making at Saugor, a drive may
be taken after a torrent to any part of the station
without the necessity of pulling up once.

The application of this mineral earth to the
above purpose, was known to the Romans; and

so well were they aware of its utility, that they
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scarcely employed any other material in the for-
mation of their roads, besides the terra puzzolane
found throughout their volcanic districts. Should
the completion of those very important lines of com-
munication, which, according to a statement in a
former chapter, were commenced under Lord Hast-
ings, in the neighbourhood of Saugor, be deter-
mined upon by some government acting upon the
same enlightened principle, the acquaintance thus
gained of the value of the Moormah earth may
prove of the greatest importance. Instead of
quarrying sand-stone rock, a work of great diffi-
culty, and carting it to considerable distances, at
an enormous expenditure of labour according to
the practice heretofore followed, the voleanic dis--
tricts through which the line passes will in future
furnish an ample supply of a far cheaper and more
durable material.

The town of Saugor is pleasantly situated on the
borders of a beautiful piece of water, which is a
source of the highest gratification and comfort to
the inhabitants. The population continues nearly
stationary, and may be estimated at 50,000. The
majority of the people are Mahrattas; the Queen
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(now a pensioner on our government) being one of
that class. The place is a hot-bed for Pundits,
those dead-weight men, who are neither useful nor
ornamental; and seem to serve no earthly purpose,
save that of enchaining the minds of the people
and imposing on their credulity. These fellows
aspire to a knowledge of the shastras, and affect to
possess hereditary superhuman powers, by which
they cajole their weak-minded fellow-creatures,
both out of their money and common-sense. The
Queen is a source of great emolument to them.
She has a pension allowed her by our government
of £9000 per annum (90,000 rupees), of which
these holy men contrive to extract two-thirds. The
poor woman unfortunately contracted an ague some
time ago, and, as soon as this piece of intelligence
became known, these Brahmins confidently asserted
that, until they had been feasted, there could be no
hope of her recovery. I am not sure that they did
not go so far as to intimate that this visitation had
occurred in consequence of the Ranee not having
been so lavish in her bounty to them of late as a
sense of duty required. Be that as it may, they
now boldly took their stand, and insisted that no-
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thing short of a feast to the priesthood would have
the effect of propitiating the Deity.

To question the sincerity or correctness of so dis-
interested an assurance, would have been construed
into nothing less than madness; and, therefore, the
reader need not be informed that immediate orders
were issued for the sumptuous entertainment of
these holy men.

After living in clover for about a week, the peri-
odical accessions of fever abated. Immediately the
town rang with the joyful tidings; and the pulaos,
mitaees, and other rich delicacies, poured in on the
laps of these devout gluttons, more plentifully than
ever.

The fever at length so far disappeared as to
enable the Ranee to dispense with the valuable
services of these court physicians. Slight returns
of it occasionally took place, which, as before,
always led to their pious aid being again put in
requisition. The Queen's minister happening to
visit me about this time, entered into a narrative of
his mistress’s long suffering, and how much she
had been worn down by it. I offered to give him

some quinine, which would have the effect of curing
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her in a week. The man readily availed himself of
the offer. Accordingly I prepared a small packet
of powders, and gave him instructions how they
were to be administered.

I learnt afterwards that they had never been
taken. The estimable Pundits, hearing what had
been done, alarmed the Rance’s fears, by telling
her that it was a mere trick on the part of the
English government to destroy her life. The pow-
ders I had sent for her use they declared to be a
slow poison, which I had recommended for the
purpose of causing her death, and thus saving
her pension to the government by whom I was
employed.

These calumnies being infused into her mind at
a period in which a positive refusal had been made
by our government to recognize a boy whom the
Ranee had chosen to adopt, produced the desired
effect ; the slow-poison powders were thrown aside,
and the cure of her malady again transferred into
the safe and able hands of her immaculate Pundits.

The buildings in the town have nothing in their
appearance which call for notice. There is a large
fort, which now serves as an ordnance depét. It

p3
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overlooks the lake, on the edge of which it stands,
forming a picturesque object from many of the
surrounding points of view. The streets are for
the most part narrow and ill-constructed. The for-
mation of a new gunge, or “ quarter,” was in pro-
gress when the prohibition to any further appro-
priation of the town duties was received, which
compelled the commissioner to desist. As it is, the
town has been greatly improved by the alterations
which have been effected. An extensive ghdt into
the lake has been built, and the roads leading to
and from the town widened and paved.

It is not generally known that the goldsmiths
and working jewellers of Saugor are adepts in their
art; the [fame of many manufactures being very
often confined to the places in India in which they
are carried on. In the construction of chains, the
Saugor artisans are particularly skilful. The work-
manship of them is so delicate, as to vie with, if
not to excel, the production of Trichinopoly. In-
deed, the rose chain, as it is called, may be consi-
dered to be the exclusive production of the inge-
nious mechanists of this place. To look at one of
these chains, and then examine the rudeness and
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paucity of the tools by which it was fashioned, can-~
not fail to strike the observer with wonder and
astonishment ; 'while at the same time his mind is
forcibly impressed with the conviction that these
men would compete successfully with the most
expert operatives of the western world. Rose
chains are highly esteemed in England, and very
justly so, since nothing to compare with the beauty
and finish of these ornaments is to be found amid
the costly bijouterie of a London or a Genevese
shop.

The charges are moderate, and the arrangement
for the purchase simple. The goldsmiths of Sau-
gor are too poor to be able to keep a stock of jewel-
lery upon hand ; but when an individual requires a
chain, or any other ornament, to be made, he sends
for the sonar, and gives him as many gold mohurs,
or Venetian ducats, as he may desire that the ar-
ticle should consist of. Should it be a chain, from
nine to twelve gold mohurs are required. The man
takes the money away with him, and at the end of
a fortnight or three weeks, returns with his work,
receiving one gold mohur (1Z. 16s.) for his labour.
Gold being imperishable, and the metal employed
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in the mohurs,nor Venetian ducats, very pure, the
workmen are not allowed to plead wastage; and,
upon bringing the chain home, it is expected to
correspond closely in weight with that of the coin
given for the manufacture. The artisans are usu-
ally trustworthy men, and little apprehension need
be entertained of their tampering with the purity of
the metal by mixing alloy with it; but, should this
happen, an assay would of course detect the fraud.

One hundred rupees a month have been granted
for some years past by the Education Committee of
Calcutta, for the maintenance of a native school
at Saugor. This, as well as similar sums granted
for a like purpose, comes out of the annual grant
of £10,000, which the India Company are obliged,
by the stipulations of their charter, to lay out in the
promotion of learning and literature in the East.
Three languages are taught at this seminary,—the
Mahratta, Persian, and Hindee. The number of
pupils average about three hundred. The neces-
sity of avoiding any direct interference with the
religious prejudices of such a bigoted set as the
greater number of the Saugorians are, has caused
the translations of the Old and New Testament to
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be prohibited ; but translations of the most approved
of our school books on morals are in common use
among the Mahomedan and Hind( youths of this
school. Moreover, they are provided with the best
authors of their own country, as well as the most
instructive and popular English works on history,
geography, mechanics, &c. A public examination
is held annually, and the most diligent and praise-
worthy are rewarded by presents of books, hand-
some turbans, and sweetmeats, according to the
different degrees of merit displayed.

The first rudiments are given in sand, in the
same manner as at Madras and other parts of India,
being the method introduced by Dr. Bell from
those places into our present Lancasterian system.
In arithmetic, the higher boys evince an astonish-
ing proficiency. The ordinary process of calcula-
tion in use in our English schools is far inferior to
theirs. The only system that equals it being the
one adopted by the British and Foreign School
Society in London*, which, as far as I am able to
judge, must have been borrowed from the Hindd

® The system of education pursued by the teachers of this so-
ciely, is far in advance of the ordinary practice of the day.
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schools. Many clever lads have been educated at
the Saugor seminary ; which, being one of the
sources whence we may hope to obtain an improve-
ment in the benighted understandings of our fellow-
subjects in Hindustan, deserves the fullest encou-
ragement. Lord William Bentinck so considers
it. When at Saugor, in 1833, his Lordship held
an examination of the boys at the school, in order
to evince to the inhabitants the deep interest which
he took in the welfare of the establishment.

Krishen Rao, the officiating head master, a
highly respectable man, the son of Nana Dewan,
who was a person of great influence under the
preceding government, so pleased him, that his
Lordship invited him to visit Calcutta; ordering
at the same time the payment of his expenses from
the public treasury.

Lord William embodied his views on this subject
in a Minute, in which he expressed his conviction of
the utility of giving all respectably educated natives
as enlarged views as possible of the progress of
European skill; stating further, that nothing, in

*his opinion, would contribute more to this end, than
their being invited to visit the seat of government,
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where they would have an opportunity of seeing
ships, the machinery, and mode of life attached to
the European community, His Lordship autho-
rized the expenses of Krishen Rao’s journey to be
defrayed by his own banker, in case his council
should disapprove of his resolution.

Krishen Rao availed himself of this invitation;
and, upon his arrival at the Presidency, he was
placed under the best masters, and admitted as a
student at the HindG College. The rapid progress
he was making in his studies in the latter part of
the year 1834, when I again saw him, while waiting
to embark for England, fully justified the high ex-
pectations which had been entertained of him by
his Lordship; and, should his life be spared, no
person seems to have a fairer chance of rising to
eminence in science and learning.

In conjunction with Mr. Trevelyan, the deputy-
secretary to government, he had published, he in-
formed me, a useful elementary book for the
schools; and, doubtless, should his health permit,
he will engage in other works of equal importance ;
but his constitution is delicate, and I fear his mental”
vigour will not long hold out against the corporeal
debility under which he labours.
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The lake of Saugor is five miles in circum-
ference, and is formed by the basaltic and sand-
stone hills which range around its margin, in a
sufficiently connected manner to present an amphi-
theatrical appearance as they hem in this beautiful
piece of water.

Numerous lofty trees abound close to its borders,
and, at favourable seasons of the year, the English
officers enjoy many hours of delightful recreation
on its sparkling bosom. As many as four and five
pleasure-boats may be seen at one time floating
over its surface, their white canvas sails, silvered
by the light, contrasting powerfully with the dark
foliage of the margin, and the black and barren
hills which overshadow its deep waters, Often-
times at the close of one of those days in which
the hot sun has been pouring down its fiercest
beams, giving to the Anglo-Indian a very lively
idea of the torments of purgatory ; or, upon escap-
ing from the din and heat of a crowded mess-room,
parties would frequently repair to the lake, and
seek in the cool and refreshing air of night, a calm
for the fever in their brains, and that delicious
tranquillity of mind which the scene is so well cal-
culated to bestow.
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No person can truly appreciate the luxurious
feelings which the nights afford in India, but those
who have enjoyed them. So delightful is the
change from the glare and heat of the day, that,
were it not for the danger to the health to be en-
countered by exposure to the night air, many, more
than now do, would feast their appetite on such
delicious food, especially when the moon adds her
bland influence to heighten the beauty of the scene:
but India, unfortunately, does not possess a climate
which admits of such indulgencies with impunity.

A great variety of fish are found in this lake;
and in the cold season, teal, wigeon, wild ducks,
and sometimes geese, are met with in great abun-
dance. As for snipes, they are without number—
it is by no means unusual for a good shot to go
out for about four hours, along that portion of the
lake opposite the government mint, where the land
is swampy, and kill eighteen or twenty couple.
There is great risk, however, attending this diver-
sion, as the sportsman is ankle, and sometimes
knee-deep in mud and slime the whole time, and,
in consequence, very apt to come away with the

seeds of a quotidian or tertian ague in his veins.
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CHAPTER IIL

Indian Swell Mob—Lounges—Misdoings of the B’hankurs—
Summary Punishments—Troopers and Sepoys—Disrespect to
Old Age—European Society at Saugor—Scene at a Billiard
Table—Periodical Literature—Newspaper Press of Upper
HindGstan—Conduct of Lord W. Bentinck—Iron Suspension
Bridge—Horse Racing.

GENTLEMEN of the swell mob are to be found in
every part of Hinddstan; and Saugor being very
numerously supplied with these worthies, the intro-
duction of some account of them in the present
chapter, may serve to diversify the graver portions
of the details which the nature of the work neces-
sarily involves. The Chevaliers d’Industrie in India
differ both in character and appearance from their
brethren of the western world. There the place of
the dashing leg with his cab and tiger is supplied by
the Dandy B’hankur, whose time is pretty equally
divided between an attempt to create a sensation by
running away with the heart of some shopkeeper’s
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pretty wife, and the subsequent squandering in
the gambling-houses and sweetmeat-shops the
money which the fair frail one has lavished upon
’ilim. And for the humble but industrious prig, we
have the no less expert and efficient Deewaleah.

The sweetmeat-shops are the grand resort of the
B’hankurs. These places form the coffee-houses
of Hindustan, although humble substitutes it must
be confessed, and it is here that they rendezvous
and lounge away their time. Whoever the party
may be who are assembled, or however personally
concerned the individuals may be in the topic of
discussion, the strict rules of decorum are rarely, if
ever, broken through; so that the greatest har-
mony and good humour usually prevail. It is also
tacitly understood among the party, that the ladies
shall never be introduced as a topic of conver-
sation ; a precaution necessary to avoid the possi-
bility of betraying the confidence which has been
reposed in them. When a woman, therefore, gives
her reputation into their keeping, it is as safe as if
she had never parted with it; their liaisons, conse-
quently, remain a secret known only to themselves
and the objects of their pursuit.
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It must be said that such conduct is highly cre-
ditable and deserving of commendation, and it
should serve as a lesson to persons nearer home,
whose self-esteem causes them to be less scrupulous
in these matters. No prohibition exists upon other
subjects, which are treated with great freedom of
speech, not so eloquently perhaps, nor with such
refinement of language, as among their brother
fashionables of the West, yet with equal fervour
and strength of voice. The favourite topic in the
Central and Northern parts of Hinddstan is war.
At one of these reunions one may hear of exploits
performed by a single arm, at the recital of which
even Secunder would have turned pale, and Rus-
tum himself have trembled.*

One of these Indian Roués may be readily re-
cognized while sauntering along the street, or
lounging at the fashionable git. The whole set
are naturally enough considered an abomination by
the heads of all well-regulated families, as they do
more to disturb the domestic peace of these good
papas than all the vexations of life besides. They

* Secunder is the Asiatic name for Alexander the Great; and
Rustum is a hero celebrated in the legends of Persia.
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sport the gayest of turbans, which, instead of be-
ing worn bolt upright, as a sober steady-going man
would do, is adjusted with the slightest inclination
to the left, while their jet-black and flowing locks
redolent of perfume and oil, hang luxuriously pen-
dant over the ears, or are pinched up in one huge curl
on either side the temple. The mustachios and whis-
kers are cultivated to a nicety—not a hair in the
twist of the one, or the curl of the other, can be de-
tected out of place; and so powerful are the latter
esteemed in the catalogue of attractions, that, lest
their symmetry should be disturbed during the
interval of repose, by coming too roughly in contact
with the pillow, they are carefully bound up at
night, as a lady in England would bind up her
check for the toothache, in a soft cotton or silk
handkerchief, until the important hour on the
following day arrives for the business of the toilette.
The dress is the finest and most showy that can be
procured, while their loose trousers, richly orna-
mented slippers, and closely bound waist, all indi-
cate the time and attention which have been
devoted by these Lotharios in making themselves
killing.
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They sometimes sport a scimitar in a rich
velvet scabbard, when, if an humble pedestrian
happens to come between the wind and their no-
bility, they look daggers at him ; especially if
some dark-eyed beauty should at the time be
passing by in her jingling bullock-cart.

The civil officers of the Government are much
annoyed at the constant complaints to which the
evil doings of these gentry give rise. Some simple-
minded husband comes, perhaps, to complain of
the loss of his wife’s affection ; stating in grief
of heart, that since one of these Dandy B’han-
kurs crossed her path, her head had been turned;
and that now, instead of attending, as she was
wont to do, cheerfully to her domestic concerns,
she is all the day long pouting and fretting, and
making life miserable to him.

Another, that his rib had left him, after car-
rying off with her everything that she could put
her hands on. While a third, in an agony, de-
clares that he has discovered all, and that his
wrath shall never be appeased till he has drawn
the life-blood from his injurer.

These are but a few of the heads of complaint
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which are daily falling under the cognizance of the
civil authorities, but they are sufficient to show the
extent of mischief which the B’hankurs occasion. On
the other hand, these fellows are themselves guilty
of the most frightful crimes. Foolish women meet
them by assignation, or, under safe circumstances,
even admit them into their own houses ; and, on
such occasions, in order to fascinate the lover
more completely, these deluded creatures seek to
heighten their charms by decorating their persons
with the entire contents of their caskets. These
jewels are sometimes of great value, in comparison
with the position in society filled by the owner;
and form a temptation too strong to be resisted
by the ruthless villain who makes a trade of
seduction.

Having induced her to agree to an assignation,
and enticed the fond believing victim to some
sequestered’ spot, the monster affects a fit of
jealousy, picks a quarrel, and then suddenly
seizing her, stabs her to the heart, and thus makes
himself master of her wealth. Such outrages may
seem almost impossible, but I beg to assure the
reader that this picture is by no means overdrawn.
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adepts in all that concerns the tricks of chicanery
and thimble-rig.

In the British possessions of India, when a man
is apprehended on the charge of shop-lifting,
pocket-picking, or any other act of petty larceny,
and afterwards duly convicted, he has génerally to
visit a public establishment of a certain description
for a period of twelve or twenty-four calendar
months, there to be maintained at the government
expense. Not so, however, with the native powers.
They laugh at the idea of erecting a building for
the purpose of congregating a host of vagabonds,
who, were they not incorrigible before, would be
sure to become so by so close an association with
their fellows. They have recourse toa far more sum-
mary process, and it must be confessed, as far as the
people they have to deal with are concerned, a much
more impressive one. Moreover, they equally scout,
as preposterous and absurd, the notion of being
obliged to expend any part of their own money in
the maintenance of a prison establishment. What
they do then, is, to have the culprit up, and should
he be proved to have committed the crime laid
to his charge, execute a summary punishment on

VOL. II. E
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him. This is usually of a corporeal kiid, the
degree of severity being apportioned to the offence
for which he has been convicted. ~Should .1’
offender be a chevalier d'industrie, and proved
guilty of doing evil in the small way—in a tangent
.off goe&t'le.tip of his nose, or the lobe of oue ear.
If it happens that he has outraged the laws.of
honesty in a more serious manner, then:a more
Jamentable mutjlation takes, place : the right hand,
from being considered the one by which the guilty
-aet.was perpetrated, is doomed to be removed, and
by one blow, from a. heavy. tulwar, if is‘me};e‘d
from the wrist, . S N

.. - Wihenever a notorious thief is caught in .the tex-
rilories  of ,a native .prince, unless he can stop
proceedings in limine by a golden sop, he is sure
0. get. branded by treatment of this kind. Adter
Jehighhe is set at liberty. To stop the profyse
Mr‘qbgge from, the stump at the wrist, a:red
Jok.iron is_applied. Thesa, clippings. serva., as
#hagpcter naarks, by which the respestability, of, the
jindixidual. may ever aftorwards. be; kaewa.., The
skumop, they. gndgavour. te coneeal, bt the, defisi-
500 9 thip nowe-tip cannot,be bid. . Men. whe



INDIAN MODES OF PUNISHMENT. 75

‘havesuffered these mutilations- are frequently to
be met in the streets of every town of Hindfistan.
sihenever it occurs that deliberate murder has
‘been committed (as in Thuggee for instance), the
death which the destroyer suffers is a peculiar one.
-‘He is either incased alive in masonry,*or a piece
-of ‘ordnance is drawn out and shotted. The pri-
soner is then placed opposite to its mouth, and by
its explosion blown into the air, shattered inte a
thousand bits! v N
The dread which these summary punishments
exercise upon the minds of the subjects of the
native independent princes of Hindéstan proves an
efficient ‘safeguard to property, and is the principal
causé of crime not being more prevalent -atriohyg
thenn, : ‘ Ty
*he only class of nfen who may be mistakién
by'a traveller for the B’hankurs are our'troopers
wid infantry sepoys. ~These men' are scrupulousty
mics in’ theiipersoric When doff' duty. A’ yoiiig
Makomullliiivglilter devotes half his- leisure 'td“thie
thaining &G GyB-brows, dhd ‘the chefivhing' of
st i s WitigNerd - Tnttsy beig: an
‘et bf greut svlicitide; Th ‘my’ debériprian’ of
E2
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the Indian dandjes I have noticed the.extrdor-
dinary care and attention paid-by that disreputable
set to sa distinguished an jornament to.a manly
countenance ; and I stated that, for theirdue pre-
servation, .they bound them up carefully at- night,
as a lady would ber cheek when suffering from the
tooth ache: now a gay young trooper does'more
than this, he not only keeps his whiskers .in
lavender all night, but passes half the day with
the bandage round his face, in order that in the
evening at the nautch, or at the sweetmeat-shop he
may be perfectly irresistible.

Again, as the inroads of care and time encroach
on, their youth, one, then two, perhaps three, grey
tubes unheeded steal among the rich.and luxuriant
locks, The unwelcome .intruders are routed with
indignation, but, alas! after the lapse of .a few
years, to eradicate them would be.equivalent to the
sacrifice of the whole. Recourse must now be had
to art, and for this purpose the black sulphuret of
antimony very finely. levigated, called .soorma, .is
put intp requisition, to avert the dire appearance
which. such. an unwished-for. alteration has pro-
duced..: [ G Y
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. The antimony does not change the hair ‘from
a grey to a natural black, but leaves it rather with
the appearance. of a purple hue than that of a
dark brown or jet.

~{Grey hairs in.India do not reccive that venera-
tion ‘which is' paid to them in Europe; and
efficiency 'in appearance being often the test by
whick dompetency to a task is measured, it is not
surprising that, in addition to the ordinary preju+
dice of his country, the native officer should have
another motive for ealling in the aid of art, the
desire to present himself - before his European
superior in all the juvenility of by-gone days.
Thevefore; previous to his attendance on the com-
mandant to make his report or pay his daily visit
of ceremony, the process of colouring and binding
up are' carefully performed, in order that he may,
when entering the room, appear to the best ad-
vantage.

. In HindGstan, out of the circle of the indivi-
dual’s own family, old age commands no respect.
Indeed, ‘females stricken in years are objects of
abhorrence ; so much so, that should a' creature

of this description by accident unhappily lose her
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life, the ecircumstance is regarded as a fortunate
dispensation of Providence, rather than as a cala-
mity. They are considered to have long ceased
to live for all useful purposes, and it is the general
opinion that their further existence on earth will
tend only to evil and mischief.

Whether the truth of the old proverb, which
says, “ A woman would not go to the oven, &c.
&ec.” be their certificate of recommendation or not,
I cannot pretend to say; but certain it is, that the
old women of HindGstan are the most able go-
betweens in an intrigue that a man can have, and
thatl in nine cases out of ten, in which the green-
eyed monster has broken in to disturb the harmony
of domestic life, a Boodnee has been the agent.

To some, these time-worn matrons prove the
personifications of evil, and should an ill-starred
wight fall under their ban, the tortures of purga-
tory could be borne by him with greater fortitude
than the torrent of words with which he would
be overwhelmed. So beautifully elastic, yet so
curiously wrought are the vocal chords of the
ladies, that in all countries, it is reported, they keep

tune with the active imagination of their minds.
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Indeed so great a [avourite has the usc of this
little three-stringed instrument become in the esti-
mation of their individual owners, that many, in
the excrcise of their perceptive and reflective facul-
ties, prefer to think aloud. IFar be it from me to
endcavour 1o deprecate the free exercise of so
uscful an agent; for what falls sweeter on the car
of man than the soft cadence of a wowman’s voice?
Indeed the seven learned Persian women, in their
“ code feminine,” styled the Book of Kuslum
Nanéh, declare,
 Lovely women should always let their sweet voices
be heard;
For there is nothing in the world more pleasing,

Than heaiing strains of melting melody
From lips that shame the ruby.”

In fluency of speech, the old women of Hin-
distan may with safety be considered without their
equal ; and should they have chanced, during
their carcer, to have (ollowed a camp, they may,
under such circumstances, be considered invincible
on any ground. An English beldam, educated at
the noted seminaries of Billingsgate or Roscmary-

lane, and shilled in all the varicties of language
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that can give vigour to a debate, will perhaps, on
some interesting occasion, maintain a wat of words
for an hour, after which come blows, -and ‘there
an end. But her counterpart of Hindastan, if
we are to believe the worthy Forster, improved
by a few campaigns, has.been known' to carry
on a colloquial combat, without introducing one
manual, effort, for three days in succession, eating
and sleeping at reasonable intervals! .
In resuming the subject of the last chapter, it
must be said, that the Iuropean Society at Saugor
1, for.an Indian back station—as Blackwood, in
one of his Numbers, calls the inland stationsof
HindGstan—somewhat extensive. Besides the resi-
dent members of the Political Agency, theve'are
the .officers and their families of four: corps of
Infantry, one of local Horse, a company of Artil-
lery, with a. Commissariat and full staff’; forming
altogether a circle large enough to admit of-every
kind of amusement, -and yet not so extensive #s
to divide it into particular cliques. . - "
Everybody may be acquainted, without the
slightest inconvenience, with all the members com-

posing it; and though, of course, congenial dispo-
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sitions will associate more closely with each other,
one spirit, and that.of .a very: benevelent nature,
as far as my observation went, appeared to animate
the whole commuuity.

The station is, as it were, isolated, and widely
different from those 'in the Gangetic Provinces.
There, the arrival and departurc of boats with
merchandise, and new faces, give an ever varied
aspect to the scene; but here, excepting in the
cold season, the residents are never favoured with
the sight of a bird of passage. This circumstance
has doubtless contributed not a little to the pro-
motion of a greater degree of sooiability of feeling,
than is to be found in any other station not simis
larly circumstanced.

llonourably exiled as are the greater number
of Europeans whosc lot is cast in India, the exten-
sion of every finer sentiment of our nature should
be assiduously promoted, in order that the bitter
thought which the recollection of perpotual banish-
ment engenders, may be tempered into endurance.

Billiards prove a favourite morning amusement
at all Indian cantonments, and the Saugor rooms
form the gossiping shop of the station, and the

E3
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daily scene of meeting of the quidnuncs of the
place.  The first intelligence of an interesting bit
of «“local” is sure 1o be picked up here; and
if it happen personally to affect any one of the
party present, it is made a topic of conversation
during the whole forenoon. Such a godsend as
a step in rank, for instance, would be an ample
repast.

The reader must be informed, that ordinary
deaths in Tndia are treated much in the same
manner by the survivors, as those of princes are
clsewhere ;—condolence and congratulation gene-
rally coming in the same breath. « Poor B!—
How sorry I am!” would be the exclamation.—
“ Who does that promote ?—C.—What a lucky
fellow he is!” This leads to an inquiry into C.’s
length of service, or standing, as the phrase is;
and perhaps it turns out, that he has stepped into
a majority without passing half the number of
years in the country which a friend present has
numbered, who is still probably third captain in
his regiment, with no prospect of obtaining the
spurs for the next ten years.

The subject now takes a painful turn—regrets
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at not having joined some other regiment when
arriving in India, or lamentations at having ex-
changed, when first posted, from a corps which
has been ¢ lucky,” which means, whose regimental
officers having been exposed in the performance
ol their duty to the influence of a tract of country
more pestilential than ordinary, have died one
after the other, and admitted of some absentee
brother being lifted on, to the dismay and envy
of all his contemporaries.

Again, this leads to the favourite discussion of
the propriety of doing something to avoid ¢such
cruel supercession’'—and then comes an allusion to
the iniquity of the half batta measure, and a gene-
ral indulgence, in no measured language, of abuse
of the petty acts of the government. The latter
part of the discourse being on a subject in which
the speaker is personally concerned, he delivers
himself not only forcibly but fluently, and warming
as he goes on, winds up with a peroration both
energetic and violent.

This would be sure to lead to a reprimand,
which geuerally came from a little man who was a

great favourite with all, as he had a fund of
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anecdote always in. store, and a story at hand that
would be sure to outdistance in extravagance the
one which preceded it. * Gentlemen,” he would
exolaim, chalking the leather deliberately, and
looking up with the gravity of a judge.in the faces
of all, ““Gentlemen, I must put down my cue if
there is.s0 much noise,” and then missing a most
palpable score, he would add, “ No ; I knewit; I
cannot make a stroke while so much talking is
going on.” Silence would now be restored, and
the progress of the game carefully watched, till the :
approach of a distant vehicle would draw off all
eyes towards the door. ¢ Ah, Jacobs, have you
heard the news ?”” would be the simultaneous cry.
from half a dozen voices as the new comer entered.
«1) no: whatisit?” then would be re-read the .
contents; of -the letter, which had just been received
by. that day’s post, announcing the unexpected
death of B., having been ill only three days, and
the promotion of that lucky fellow C,

This. would call forth the views of Jacobs
respecting the supercession of the older officers
together with a diatribe on the illusive nature

of the service in general, a touch at hal{ batta,
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and then a peroration as before of imprecations
on the heads of all those concerned in the execu-
tion of that detestable order.

Silence would by this time be again demanded
and obtained, till the arrival of a third visiter put
cverything like attention to the interests of the
players out of consideration by the announcement
of a third budget of news, leading to another
discussion, and a similar conclusion.

Perhaps, from the sketch now given, the reader
may suppose that the leisure of an Anglo-Indian is
passed cxclusively in the enjoyment of frivolous
amusements, and that intellectual pursuits are
disregarded, if not totally neglected. Thiy, how-
ever, is not the case, for the very greatest attention
is paid to the current literature of the day.
Throughout the army there are regimental book-
clubs, and at every station one maintained by the
permanent residents. From eighty to one hundred
pounds are annually appropriated by each club to
this useful purpose; and with the exception of
a necessary limit to a specific sum, and an order
for periodicals that may be particularly required,

the London bookseller has a carte blanche to send
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whatever new publications are deemed most popu-
lar and meritorious.

So attentive are these gentlemen to the interests
of their correspondents, that long before a book has
got into general circulation in England, it has been
received in Calcutta, read by all the societies in
Hindastan, and thrown aside. In a knowledge of
the periodical literature of the day, the society of
India is particularly conversant; it being by no
means an unusual thing to find the Quarterly, the
Edinburgh, Blackwood, IFraser, New Monthly,
and many others, on the table of an Anglo-Indian
in Upper Hinddstan within four months and a
half after their appearance in England. So that to
suppose the people in our eastern empire to be
ignorant of the passing events of the day, in the
political and literary circles of the West, would be
to form a very unjust and incorrect estimate of the
application of their time. They are fond of inno-
cent and playful recreation, it is true, but at the
same time far from neglectful of their mental
improvement ; nor are the Anglo-Indians satisfied
with the importations from Europe.

The growing demands for knowledge could ill
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brook the inconvenience of waiting for the home
supply. The evil was felt by all, but more espe-
cially by those utilitarian spirits of the community
who, ever seeking to benefit their fellows, discovered
that much talent and time lay dormant and unap-
propriated among the class termed by political
economists the unproductive, but more familiarly
known as the Anglo-Indian society. The remedy
then was at hand. Possessing materials within
themselves, an individual of enterprising genius—a
member of the medical service*—determined upon
embarking his capital in the establishment of a
printing press at Agra, trusting for literary assist-
ance to the abundance of talent which he knew
would be always within his reach.

The newspaper which he produced was called
the < Mofussil Ackbar,” which means the ¢ Inland
Newspaper.” About the same time appeared « the
Meerut Obscrver,” and soon after these * the
Delhi Gazette.” A fourth was brought out at
Cawnypore, but the spirited conductor dying, it
fell off, and is now become, like its originator,
defunct. These papers are published weekly, and

‘their able management has earned for them an

* The late Dr. Henderson.
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established reputation. They. have been, in exist~
ence upwards of three years.. Besides serving as
the organs of opinion :of the society. of .Upper
Hindiastan, and . keeping 'in . check  the crude
theories regarding the interior,. in which the Cal-
cutta writers were apt occasionally to indulge, these
Jjournals are invaluable as: repositories of passing
local events ;. while the leisure and . cultivated
minds of their respective supporters furnish them
with cssays and communications..that would not.
djsgrace the columns of «the Thunderer” itself.
The. .encouragement which thes:c publications has
met, with, has, within, the last few months, led to
the establishment of a monthly periodical, which, to
Jjudge, from the fow Numbers that have appeared
and reached, England, . fully supports the indepen-
dent character- as well as the reputation which,
the press of Upper Hindastan has hitheyto maing
tajned, | An artiele published in the. first Number,
of_  this mqga;iqq on the administration, of L.ord,
W, Bentinek, js a very seyere one,, “The pre§s;
was next, ostensibly freed,” says the writer, “but
virtuglly trammelled by bim.s_thq metropoliten
literature was then goverped by merchants,
who did not dare to speak out, while, with the
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infant Mofussil' paper 'at Meerut, hints, 'petsua-
sions, and private letters were addressed to the sup-
posed conductors of the Benthamite journal: at
last, one of their members became a marked man }
and redent events have shown, that when 'the time
came, the blow, though deferred, was not less ruin-
ous to the sufferer. The hints or private letters
remaining unnoticed, a more direct method became
necessary, and, in Jamuary, 1834, the conductors
received an intimation, conveyed officially through
the commissioner of the Meerut district, that his
Lordship would supptess the journal, should thére
be a recurrence of the matter at which he had
taken offence.. This, then, 'was the freedom of the
press s6 much vaunted by his' Lordship’s admirérs?”

In illustration of his Lordship's real sentiments
regarding the press, the writer, in No. 2, refers to
Lord Bentinck’s ¢onduct while' governor at Madras,
in' refusing permission to Si