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INTRODUCTION

AvregaNprRE Dumas once told the Emperor Naepoleon III that he
had wnitten 1200 volumes This was certainly an exaggeration
Nevertheless, such was his extraordmmary mdustry, and such the
amazing fertiity of his mventive mind, that the edition of his
collected works which was published in Pars between the years
1860 and 188t 1uns to 277 volumes Dumaes 18 now best remem-
bered for his historical novels, which have made a wide appeal to
readers of all ages both m and outside Fiance, particularly m
Enghsh-speaking countries Writers hike Thackeray, Stevenson
and Andrew Lang have paid them glowing tributes Among these
romances none have enjoyed greater popularity than The Three
Musketeers and 1ts two sequels, T'wenty Years After and Ten Years
Later, or the 1icomte de Bragelonne Of the three the first, which
appeared mn 1844, 15 probably the favourrte with young readers
Nowhere has Dumas shown to better advantage his unrivalled
skill m relating an exciting story From the moment that the
young I’Artagnan Jeaves his Gascon home mn the extreme south
of France to scek lus fortune m the capitel, adventures follow one
another thick and fast His bewilderment end astonished delight
upon entering the great world of Pars, his youthful enthusiasm,
his eagerness to push his fortunes, his chivalrous courage, his
‘ayalty to his comrades, and his unfailing resourcefulness m the
«ace of apparently unsurmountable obstacles, make um almost
an 1desl hero Soarcely less attractive are the great hstorical
figures among whom he moves and upon whom the malking or
marning of his fortune depends  Chief among these are Cardinal
Richebeu and his master Lomis XIII, the Queen and the Duke
of Buckingham
v
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If we compare the historical romances of Dumas with those of
Scott, we shall find that, except i one or two hike Quentin Durward,
actual history plays a far smaller part i the latter than in the
former 1t was, in fact, Quentin Durwnard whch served as a model
for The Three Muskcteers On the other hand, the characters of
Dumes’ own creation aie moic shightly sketched than the wonder-
ful company drawn from all ranhs of hfe that people Scott s novels
We are told a good deal about D'Artagnan and Milady , but thewr
characters as hero and villain will hardly bear a close serutmy
We aie given hittle more than a superficial picture of the three
musketeers themselves  Athos, perhaps, stands out most clearly
Formeily the Count de la Féte, the deep injury he had sustained
through his unhappy marriage had caused lum to seek distraction
from toimenting memories 1n active service High-mded,
serlous, warm hearted, utteily fearless, but snmewhat addicted
to Spanish wine, he 13 the most attiactive of the three comrades
The real names of the vain, sentimental, 1ather dull-witted, but
valorous and muscula:r Porthos, and of the equally sentiunental
but more subtle, refined and religiously mchned Aramis, aie not
jevenled to us The wnter 1s, 1n fact, more concerned with what
lus characters do than what they are, and the diamatic descup-
ton of duels, hazardous jouineys, intrigues, hair-breadth escapes,
compensates mn great measure for the lack of depth and detail
the dranmg of character

Fo1 some of these exploits Dumas no doubt drew upon s own
evperience, for lus own hfe was scarcely less chequered and
adventuious than that of any soldier of fortune mn his novels
One such exploit may be related During the revolutiion of 1830,
he tells us 1 his Jemowres, at the age of twenty-eight he was
sent bv La Favette to Soissons to collect powder for the army
Although practically single handed, he was more than successful
m lus mission , for, havine ganed the good-will of the nhabitants,
he compelled the governor of the eity to hand over the whole
magazine

The descriptions of natural scenery which fill so many pages
m Scott’s novels are entirely absent from the work of Dumas.
Instead, we are introduced to the stirring, restless hfe of seven-
teenth-century Pans, with 1ts population of nearly half-a-milhon
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crowded within an alea coverns ittle more than oue square mile ,
with 1ts nartow msantary streets and lanes, unhehied by night,
and haunted by thieves, muiderars and ciimmals of every class,
where wieat nobles had each his fortafied palace with a band of
armed 1ctamets to defend 16 and a body of spies to further s
mingues, whete, yei, convents and churches, mamtamed fiom
the proceeds of broad actes, weie s numetous that then bells

resounding at all hows ceated an almost unbroken toar of
pous thunder

The events 1elated m The Thice Musl cteers cover the perrod
1625 1628 The picture that Dumas draws of the conditions pre-
vailing thioughout France duimg that time s substantially corieet
In 1589, with the accession to the thione of Hemy of Navatie as
Hemy 1V, the Civil Wars which had been waged i the name
of 1ehgion for the geatet pait of the sinteenth century came to
an end In 1397 the famous Ldict of Nantes assmed toleiation
and ficedon of worship to {he Huguenots  The 1eign of Henry TV
brought peace, pnospenty and wealih to the kmgdom , but upon
his assassination 1 1610 his wife, Manie de’ Medics, hecame 1egent,
and 1t was not long before the old lawless spiit broke loose agamn
This was due partly to the weakness of the queen 1cgent and her
advisers, but prineipally to the gieat power enjoyed by the nobles
mn the provmees and to the <tiength of the IInguenot puly The
great nobles 1etamed much of the mlluecuce thev had enjoyed m
feudal times, their chateaus weie stzongly fortified, and then
numerous retamers werc always ready to follow them even to
battle, if necessary, agamst the ling, who was still 1egaided less
as a monarch than as the first peer of theicalm The Huguenots,
especially stiong m Southern France, had been permitted by the
Edict of Nantes to retan i their hands o number of fortified
towns, the most impoitant of which was La Rochelle Moreovet,
they possessed other nights, 1eligious and pohtical, among which
they 1eckoned the night to declaie wai, and these they guarded
with the greatest jealousy Unfortunately their powerful orgam-
sation was frequently employed by disaffected nobles who had
jomned them for purely personal ends Richelieu upon s first
entry mto power m 1624 at once recogmised that the root cause
of the disorder n France lay m the political power enjoyed by
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tho Huguenots, and he determined to erush 1t Though a cardinal
and a devout catholic, he had no mtention of peisccuting them
The priest m him was alwas second to the politician  But 1t
was essential to pievent the contmual plots agamnst the king, and
the succession of foreign mmtigues m which the Huguenots were
mvariably mmplicated The Duhe of Buckmgham'’s ill-advised
expedition to La Rochelle n July 1627 gave Richelien lus oppor-
tumity La Rochelle with ity fifty thousand mhabitants was a
place of imnmense natural stiength and gieat commercial import-
ance It had a laige and safe haibow, and cvmned a considerable
fleet of ships, wheieas the King of Fiance at this period had no
navy at all  As the aty was sccured by massive fortifications,
stiengthened by latge hastions, and the surrounding country was
covered with vast molasees crossed only by nartow paths, when the
citizens wished to revolt they had only to close the gates, as they
did m 1627 With the later staves of the famous siege we ae
not conceined, and the story of 1t 13 too well known to need
repetition  Sufhee 1t to say that, after Buckinghany’s disgiaceful
abandonment of the Rochellais on November 17th, 1627, Richelieu
completely sutrounded the eity with a vast aimvy By a greab
dike built across the harbour mouth, wlich was completed m
Maich 1628, he shut off all access fiom the sea  On October 28th,
1628, after all attempts 1o breah thiough the dike had failed, and
evely hope of awisiance fiom England was dissipated, the city
at length suriendered, and the power of the Huguenots as a political
force was broken for ever

The foregoing account will help the 1eader of The Three Muske-
teers to form some conception of the position of pairties m I'iance
durmg the eaily years of Lowss XIII's 1eign It will explamn to
sume extent the causes of that geneial sense of isecurity and the
consequent netwotk of mtrigne—amazng, yet probably not far
from the tauth—which the story 1eveals Such unquet tuhes
afforded ample opportumtics for adventurers of courage and re-
source, hke D’Artagnan and his three compamons Exploits as
hazardous as theirs, though not perhaps so umformly successful,
doubtless fell to the lot of many e soldier of fortune who rehed
upon hid wits for his hivelthood 1n the days of the Great Cardinal.
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CHAPTER I

D'ARTAGNAN SETS OUT TO SEEK HIS FORTUNE

O the first Monday of the month of Apmnl, 1625, the city of
Meung appeared to be in as complete a state of revolution as .
1f the Hugaenots had come to make a seccond Rochelle of 1t ~
Many citizens, secing the women flying towaids the main
stieet, hearng the childien c1ying at the open doois, hastened
to aim themselves, and, supporting then somewhat uncertain
courage with a musket or a mke, duected their steps towards
tho hostelry of the Jdolly Miller, before which was gathered a
rapidly mncieasing group, nosy and full of cunosity

In those times pamcs were common, and but few days
passed without some city o1 other having to 1ecord mn its
annals an event of this kind Theie were nobles, who made
war agamnst one another , there was the king, who made war
against the cardinal , theie was the Spamard, who made war
aganst the king Then, in addition to these concealed or
public, secret o1 open wars, there were robbeis, mendicants,
Huguenots, wolves, and lackeys, who made war upon every-
body The citizens were always m arms agamnst thieves,
wolves, or lackeys—often against nobles or Huguenots—
sometimes against the kingZbut never agamnst the cardinal
or Spain In accordance, therefore, with this habit, on the
aforesaid first Monday of the month of Aprl, 1625, the citizens,
heaning the olamour, and seeing neither the red and yellow
standard, nor the livery of the Due de Richeheu, rushed to-
ward the hostelry of the Jolly Miller

DTV A
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On arniving there, tho cause of all this hubbub was obvious
to everyone

A young man—IJet us outhne his portrait in a few strokes
—magine Don Quixote at eightecen, Don Quixote without
s corselet, without his coat of mail, wathout his cusses,
Don Quixote clothed 1n a woollen doublet, the blue colour
of which had faded into a namcless shade, face long and
brown, high cheek-bones, indicating c1aftiness , the maxillary
muscles enormously developed, an nfallible sign by which a
CGascon may always be detected, even without s cap—and
oul young man wore a cap ornamented with a feather , lus
cye open and intelligent , his nose hooked, but finely chiselled
Too big for a youth, too small for a grtown man, an experienced
eye might have taken him for a farmer’s son upon a jouiney,
had 1t not been for the long sword, which, dangling fiom a
leathern baldric, knocked against its owner’s calies as he
walked, and against lus steed’s rough side when he was on
hoiseback

For our young man had a steed which was the observed of
all observers It was a Béarn pony, from iwelve to fouiteen
years old, with a yellow coat, hut not a han in 1its tail, which,
though mowving always with its head lower than its knees,
contrived, nevertheless, to perform 1its eight leagues a day
Untortunately, the quahties of this horse were so well con-
cealed under 1ts strangely-coloured hude and 1ts extraordinary
gait, that—everybody being in those times a connoissemi m
horse-flesh—the appearance of the said pony at Meung, which
place 1t had entered about a quarter of an hour before, by the
gate of Beaugency, produced an unfavourable impiession
that extended to 1ts master

And this impression was the mére painful to young D’ Artag-
nan—for so was the Don Quxote with this second Rosinante
named—because he was conscious himself, good horseman as
he was, of the ridiculous appearance he made on such a steed.
He had sighed deeply, therefore, when accepting the pony as
a gft fiom M D’Artagnan the elder



1] D ARTAGNAN SETS OUT TO SEEK FORTUNE 3

“ My son,” said the old Gascon nobleman, seasonmng his
gift wath the following valuable advice, *“ my son, tins hoise
was born m your father’s house. about thirteen years ago,
and has remamed 1n 1t ever since You ought therefore to
love 1t Never sell it—allow 1t to die quetly and honourably
of old age, and if you take 1t on a campaign with you, take
as much care of 1t as you would of an old servant At count,
if you ever have the honowm to go there,” continued M d’Artag-
nan the elder, “ an honou: to which, 1.emember, your ancient
nobility gives you the 1ght, sustain worthily, both for yom
own sake and for those who belong to you, yom name of
gentleman, which has been worthily borne by your ancestois
for mote than five hundred years, Endure nothing fiom any
one cxcept the caidinal and the king It 1s by his comage
and by lus comiage alone that a gentleman makes lus way
to-day Whoever trembles for a second perthaps allows the
prize to escape, which, during that exact second, fortune held
out to hhm You ere young, you ought to be brave fo1 iwo
reasons—fi1st, because you aie & Gascon, and secondly, be-
cause you arc my son Never fear quaricls, but seck ad-
ventmes I have taught you how to handle a sword, you
have sinews of non, a wnst of stecl, fight on all occasions,
fight all the moie because ducls aie forbidden, and theie 1s,
consequently, twice as much comage m fichting I have
nothing to give you, my son, but fifteen ciowns, my horse
and the advice you have just heard Your mother will add
to them a receipt for a certain balsam, which she got fiom a
gipsy, and which has the muraculous wirtue of curing all
wounds that do not 1cach the heart Make good use of all
these, and live happily gnd long I have but onc moie woid
to add, and that 18 to propose an example to you—not mine,
for I myself have never appeared at court, and have only
taken part mn the rehgious wars as a volunteer, I speak of
M de Tréwlle, who was formerly my neighbour, and who had
the honour to be as a child the playfellow of our king, Lous
XTII , whom God preserve! Sometimes then play degenerated
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mto fights, and in these fights the king was not always the
strongen The blows which ho icccived from him made
him enteitamn great estcem and fnendship for M de Tiéwmlle
Latcr on, M de Tréville fought with others durnng his first
jounev to Pans, five times, fiom the death of the late king
until the coming of age of the prcsent one, without 1eckoning
wars and sieges, seven times, and fiom that period up to
the present day, a hundied tymes peihaps ' So that in spite
of edicts, ordinances, and deciees, you now sce um captain of
the muskcteets—a 1egiment held 1 great esteem by the king
and dicaded by the caidinal—and 1t 18 httle that he dreads,
as every one knows  Moicover, M de Tiéville 1eceives ten
thousand ciowns a yvear, he 19, therefore, a very gieat noble
He began as ye 1 Ve, go to mm with this letter, and make
him vom model, mn order that vou may do as he has done ”

Thereupon M D’Artagnan the clder guded lus own sword
on s =om, kissed him tenderly on both checks and gave
him s blessing

On leaving lus fathel, the young man found lis mothet
waiting for im with the famous 1ccipe The farewells were
on tls side longer and moie tendet than thev had been on
the other, not that M D’Aitagnan did not love his son,
who was lus only cluld, but M D’Artagnan was a man,
and he would have considered 1t unworthy of his sex to give
way to lus feehngs, wheicas Madame D’Artagnan was a
woman and a mothe: She wept profusely, and, to the
praise of M D’Aitagnan the younger be it sad, notwith
standing the cfforts he made to be as firm as a future musketee
ought to be, natmie prevailed, and he shed many tears, half
of which he had gicat difficulty 1n concealing

The same day the young man set forward on his journey,
provided with the three paterial gifts, which consisted, as we
have said, of fiftcen crowns, the horse, and the letter for M.
de Tiéville, the advice being thrown into the bargain

Equpped n this manner, D’ Artagnen was an almost exact
replica of Ceivantes’ hero Don Quixote took windmulls for
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giants, and sheep for armies, D’Aitagnan took every smile
for an insult, and every look as a provocation, the result of
which was that all the way fiom Taibes {o Meung his fist was
constantly doubled, and his hand, on the average, ten times
a day on the ilt of his sword , and jet the fist did not descend
upon any jaw, nor did the swoid 1ssuc from 1ts scabbard
Not that the sight of the wretched pony did not excite nume-
rous smiles on the countenances of passers-by, but since
agamst the side of this pony 1attled a sword of 1c-pectakle
length, and as over this swoird gleamed an eye rather ferocious
than haughty, these passeis-by repiessed therr hilauty, or,
if ilanty prevailed over prudence, they cndeavoured to laugh
only on one side of then faces D’Artagnan, then, iemamed
majestic and intact 1n spite of his susceptibility till he came
to this unlucky city of Meung

But there, as he was alighting fiom Ius hoise at the gate of
the Jolly Miller, without any one, host, waiter, o1 ostler,
coming to hold s stuiup o1 take his horse, D’Artagnan
spied, through an open window on the giound flooi, a man
of fine figuie and lofty beaing, but of 1ather grm counte-
nance, talking with two petsons who appeared to listen to
him most 1espectfully D’Aitagnan fanaed not unnatwally,
that he himself must be the object of then conversation and
hstened. and this time he was only in pait nustaken he
himself was not the subject of 1emaik, but his horse was
The gentleman appeared to be cnumerating all 1ts qualities
to lus listeners, and, the histeneis sceming, as I have saxd, to
pay gieat deference to the naiator, bwst into continual
fits of laughter Now, as half a smle was sufficient to awaken
the wiath of the young man, the effect produced upon him
by tius clamorous mirth may be casily imagmed

Nevertheless, D’Artagnan was desirous of eximmmg the
appearance of this impertinent personage who was ldughing
at him. He fixed his haughty eye upon the stranger, and
perceived a man of from forty to forty-five years of age, with
black and piercing eyes, a pale complexion, a strongly marked
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nose and a black and wcll shaped moustache He was diessed
1n a doublet and hose of violet colour This doublet and hese,
though new, looked cieased, as garments do which have been
long pached 1n a tiavelling bag D’Aitagnan notiecd all this
with the 1apidity of a most minute observer, and, doubtless,
from an instinctive feeling that this unknown peison was
destincd to have a great influence over s futuie hife

Now, as at the moment when D’Aitagnan fixed lus cyes
upon the man mn the violet doublet, the man made one of his
slyest and most profound 1emarks 1cspecting the Bearncse
pony, his two compamnions buist out laughing, and he himsclf,
though contiaty to his custom, suffczed a pale smile (if I
may be allowed to use such an eipression) to steal over s
countenance. This tume there could be no doubt that D’ Aitag
nan was 1eally msulted Tully convinced of this, he pulled
his cap down over his eycs, and endeavounng to copy the
%ourt manners he had picked up in Gascony fiom joung
travelling nobles, he advanced, wiith onc hand on the hilt of his
swoid and the other 1esting on lis hip  Unfoitunately, as he
advanced, hus anger incicased at every step, and, instead of
the piopcr and lofty specch he had piepated as a prelude to
his challenge, he found nothing on the tip of his tongue but
a gioss per»onality, which he accompamed with a fuuous
gesture

¢ 1 say, su, you, su, who are luding youiself bchind that
shutter '—jyes, you, su, tell me what you are laughing at, and
we will lnugh together ”

The man withdiew his eyes slowly from the horse to 1ts
uder, as if he 1equued time to assure himself that such stiange
1eproaches wcie being addiessed to him, then, when he
could no longer entertain any doubt of the matter, his eye
brows bent shghtly, and, after qute a long pause, in a tone
the nony and msolence of which 1t would be 1mpossible to
describe, he 1ephed to D’Artagnan .

“T was not spealuing to you, sir ! ”’

“But I am spealang to you !” rephed the young man,
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exasperated by this mixture of insolence and good mannes,
of politeness and scorn

The unknown Jooked at hum for a moment longer with lus
faint smile, and, retning from the window, came out of the
hostelry with a slow step, and stopped 1n front of the horse
within two paces of D’Artagnan  His quet manner and the
nonical expiession of hus countenance redoubled the mnth of
those with whom he had been talking, and who still remained
at the window

D’Artagnan secing um approach, diew his sword a foot out
of the scabbard

¢ Thus horse 18 decidedly, or rather has been in 1ts youth, a
buttercup,” resumed the unknown, continuing the remarks he
had begun, and addiessing himself to his auditors at the
window, without seeming 1n any way to notice the exaspera-
tion of D’Artagnan, who, howevel, 1cmained standing stiffly
between them “ It 15 & colour very well known mn botany,
but up to the present tame very rare among horses

“Theie are people who laugh at a horse that would not
dare to laugh at the master of it,” ci1ied D’Artagnan n a fury

“1I do not often laugh, sir,” 1eplied the unknown, “ as you
may perceive by the cxpression of my face, but, nevertheless,
I1nsist upon retaiming the privilege of laughing when I please

“ And I,”’ cried D’Arlagnan, * will allow no man to laugh
when 1t displeases me 1

¢ Indeed, su,” continued the unknown, more quietly than
ever ‘“Well! that 1s perfectly mght ! ” and, tuining on his
heel, was about to re-enter the hosteliy by the fiont gate,
under which D’Artagnan, as he came up, had observed a
saddled horse standing But D’Artagnan was by no means
content to allow & man who had had the insolence to laugh
at him to escape him so easily. He drew his sword clear
of the scabbard, and followed. him, cryng

 Turn, turn, Master Joker, lest I strike you from behind 1

* Strike me ' said the other, turmng sharply round and
surveymg the young men with as much astonshment as
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contempt ““Come, come, my good fellow, you must be mad!”
Then, 1n a suppiessed tone, as if speaking to himself. he con-
tinued, “ This 13 annoymg But what a godsend he would
be for lns Majesty, who 18 secking everywhere for recrwmits for
his musketeeis !

He had scarcely finished, when D’Artagnan made such a
fuuous lunge at him that if he had not sprung mmbly back-
waid, 1t 15 probable that he would have jested for the last
time The unknown then, perceiving that the matter was
going beyond a joke, diew his sword, saluted s adversary,
and gravely placed himsclf on guatd But at the same
moment Ius two compamons, accompamed by the host fell
upon D’Artagnan with sticks, shovels, and tongs This
caused so 1apid and complete a diveision to the attack that
D’Artagnan’s adversary, while the latter was tuining 10und
to face this shower of blows, sheathed his sword with the same
precision as before, muttering as he did so

“ A plague upon these Gascons ! Put lum on his yellow
horse again, and let him be gone ! ”

¢ Not, before Thave killed you poltroon ¥’ ened D’ Artagnan,
who was putting up a most gallant fight, and never falling
back one step before hus thiee assailants, though they continued
to shower then blows upon him

“’Another gasconade '” mwimuted the gentleman “ By
my honout, these Gascons aie mcorngible ! Keep up the
dance, then, smece he will have it so. When he 1s tued, he
will say that he has had enough of 1t ”

But the unknown did not yet know the headstrong personage
he had to deal with, D'Artagnan was not the man ever to cry
for quarter The fight was, thercfoire, prolonged for some
sceonds , but at length D’Airtagnan, worn out, had his sword
stiuck fiom hus hand by a blow-from a stick, and 1t fell to
the ground broken in two pieces. Another blow full upon
hus forehead, at the same moment, brought him to the ground,
covered with blood and almost fainting.

Tt was at ths crims that people came flockang to the scene
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of action fiom all sides The host, fearful of consequences
with the help of his servants cained the wounded man into
the kitchen, where some trifing attention was bestoned upon
him

Meanwhile the gentleman resumed his place at the window,
and surveyed the crowd with an ill-concealed expiession ot
impatience, evidently much annoyed by their peisistence in
remaining there

“Well, how 18 that madman ?” exclaimed he, turming
1ound as the opening door announced the entiance of the host,
who came to inquire whether he was hurt

 Your Excellency 1s safe and sound ? ** asked the host

“ Oh, yes ! perfectly safe and sound, my good host, and I
now wish to know what has become of our young man »

 He 18 better,” said the host , “ he fainted away

“ Indeed ! said the gentleman

“ But before he famnted, he collected all lus stiength 1o
challenge you, and to defy you while he challenged you ’

“ Why, this fellow must be a very fiend ! ’ cried the un-
known

“ Oh, no, your Excellency ! rephied the host with a gun
of contempt, ‘he 1s not a fiend, for dming his famting we
rummaged lus valise, and found nothing but a clean shirt and
twelve crowns, and jet, as he was famnting, he exclaimed
that 1f this had happened 1n Pans jou should have instantly
repented of 11, but as 1t happened here you would only 1epent
of 1t later on ”

“Then,” saad the unknown, coldly, “he must be some
prince of the blood 1n disgmse

I have told you this, good sn,” resumed the host, “1n
order that you may be on yom guaid

“ Did he mention no ngie 1n his raving ?

* Yes ! he struck l;us,ﬁokef. and said -+ ¢ We shall see what
M. de Tréwille will think of this msult offered to his protégé” "

M. de Tréwlle ? ” sead the unknown, becoming attentive ,
*“he struck his pooket as he uttered the name of Mde Tréwille ?
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Now, my dear host ! wlile your young man was unconscious
you did not fail, I feel sure, to find out what that pocket
contained What was there in 1t ? >

“A letter addiessed to M de Tiéville, captamn of the
musketcers ”

“ Indeed 1

“ Tt 1s Just as I have the honour to tell your Excellency

The host, who was not endowed with great perspicacity, did
not notice the expression which his words produced upon
the countecnance of the unknown The latter arose from the
window, upon the sill of which he had been leaming s elbow,
and kmtted his brows hke a man suddenly disturbed

¢ The deuce'!” muttered he, between s teceth ‘“Can
Tiéville have set thuis Gascon upon me * He 18 very young,
but a swoird-thiust 18 a sword-thiust whatever be the age
of lum who gives 1t, and a youth 1s less to be suspected than
an older man A weak obstacle 15 sometimes sufficient to
ovetrthiow a gteat design ™

And the unknown fecll into a reverie which lasted some
mnutes

¢ Host,” said he, “ could you not contrive to get nd of
tlns fiantic boy for me ? In conscience, I cannot lill him
and yet,” added he, with a coldly menacing expression, * and
yet he annovs me  Where 15 he ?

“In my wifc’s chamber on the first floor, where they are
diessing hus wounds

‘ His things and s bag are with im ? Has he taken off
his doublet ?

¢ Everything 13 down 1n the kitchen. But if this crazy
young fool annoys you—"

¢ To be sure he does He causes disturbance in your
hostelry, which respectable people dishke intemsely. Go,
make out my hll, and call my servant ”

“ What, sir ' do you mean to leave us already ?

““ You knew I was going, for I ordered you to get my horse
saddled Has 1t been done ?
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“Yes, sir, as your Excellency may have observed, your
horse 18 1n the gieat gateway, ready saddled for your de-
partuie ”

¢ That 1s well . do as I have directed you, then ”

“What ! > said the host to lumself, ¢ can he be afraid of
this boy ?*” But an imperious glance from the unknown
stopped lum short , he bowed humbly and retired

“ Milady must see nothing of this fellow,” continued the
stranger ‘‘ She will soon pass by—she 18 alieady late I
had better get on horseback and go to meet her I should
like, however, to know what this letter addressed to Tiéwille
contains '”

And the unknown, muttering to himself, directed his steps
towards the kitchen

In the meantime, the host, who had no doubt that it was
the piesence of the young man which was diuving the un-
known fiom his hostelry, had gone up to his wife’s chambe,
and found D’Aitagnan fully 1eturned to consciousness  Giv-
ing him to understand that the pohice could deal with him
pretily severely for having sought a quariel with a gieat lood
(for, 1n the opinion of the host, the unknown could be nothing
less than a gieat lord), he insisted that, notwithstanding lus
weakness, he should get up and depart as quickly as possible
D’Artagnan, half stupefied, without hus doublet, and with Ins
head all swathed 1n bandages, arose, and, urged on by the
host, began to descend the stans On 1eaching the latchen,
the first thing he saw was s antagonist, standing beside the
step of a heavy carmage drawn by two large Norman hoises,
and quietly tallung with a woman of from twenty to two-
and-twenty years of age, whose head appeaied thiough the
carrage window We have already observed with what
rapidity D’ Artagnen took 1n every feature of & face So now
he percerved at a glance that this woman was young and
beautiful, and her style of beauty struck him the more
foreibly on account of 1ts being totally dufferent from that of
the southern countres in which D’Artagnan had hitheito
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hved She was pale and fan, with long cwls falliig n
profusion over het shouldeis, had large langwishing blue
eyes, 10sy lips, and hands of alabaster  She was talking with
gircat ammation to the unknown

“ His Emimnence, then oirders me—" said the lady

¢ To retuin instantly {o England, and to inform him im-
meduately should the duke leave London *

“ And my other instructions ? ’ asked the fair traveller

* They are contained 1n this box, wluch you will not open
until you are on the other side of the Channel,”

“Veiry well, and you, what arc you going to do 7

“T, oh! Ishall tetuin to Pans™

* What, without chastising this msolent boy ? ** asked the
lady

The unknown was about to reply, but at the moment he
opened his mouth, D’Artagnan, who had heard all, rushed for-
waid thiough the open dooy

* This msolent boy will chastise somebody else,” cued
he ¢ and I sincerely hope that he whom he means to chastise
w1l not cscape him as he did before

¢ Will not escape him ? ” replhied the unknown, knitting lus
brow

“No, before 2 woman you would not daie to fly, I pre-
sume?”’

* Remember,” ciied milady, seeing the unknown lay lus
hand on his swoid, 1emember that the least delay may rmn
everything

“Tiue,” cuied the gentleman, ‘ begone, then, your way
and I will go mine” And bowing to the lady, he sprang into
his saddle, her coachman at the same time applying his wiup
vigorously to lus hoises The two speakers thus separated,
taking opposite directions, at full gallop. -

“ Your reckomng ! your reckoning | ** shmeked the host,
whose respect for the traveller was changed mto profound
contempt on seeing hhm depart wthout setthng his bill.

“ Pay him, booby !” cned the unknown to his servant,

i
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without checlkung the speed of his horse, and the man, after
throwing two or thiee picces of silver at the feet of mine host,
galloped after us master

¢ Base cowaid ! false nobleman ! *’ ened D’Artagnan, spring-
g foiwaid after the scivant  But his wound had 1endered
him too wealk for such exertion Scaicely had he gone ten
steps when s ears began to tingle a faintness seized him,
and he fell in the nuddle of the sticet, still c131ng

“Coward ! coward ' coward !”

*“ He 18 a coward indeed,” grumbled the host, drawing near
to D’Artagnan, and cndeavouring by a httle flattery to
make up matters with the young man

“Yes, a base coward,” murmued D’Artagnan, * but she,
she was very beautiful ”

“What she ? ” demanded the host

“ Milady,” faltered D’Artagnan, and famnted for the second
time

“ Ah, well ' ” said the host, “I have losi tuo customers,
but tlus one 1cmains, of whom I am pretty certain for some
days to come, and that will be eleven ciowns gained, at all
events "

The 1eader must remember that cleven crowns was just the
amount which 1emamed 1n D’Artagnan’s purse

The host had reckoned upon eleven days of confinement at
a crown a day, but he had 1eckoned without his guest On
the following morning, at five o’clock, D’ Artagnan arose, and
descending to the katchen without help, asked for some oil.
some Wine, and some rosemary, and with his mother’s 1cceipt
m ks hand, composed a balsam with which he anomted hiy
numerous wounds, replacing the bandages himself, and pos:-
tively refusing the assistance of any doctor Thanks, no
doubt, to the efficacy of the gipsy’s balsam, and perhaps, also,
thanks to the absence of a doctor, D’Artagnan walked about
that same evening, and was almost cured by the morrow

When the time of settlement came, the rosemary, the
ol, and the wine were the only expenses the master had
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meurred on his own account, as he had preserved a strct
abstmence , wlile on the contiary, the yellow hoise by the
account of the ostler, had eaten at least three times as much
as a horse of 1ts size could reasonably be supposed to have
done But on putting his hand into lus pocket, D’Artagnan
found nothing there but his little worn velvet puise with
the cleven ciowns it contamned, the letfer addiessed 1o
M de Tréville had disappeared.

The young man began to search for the letter with the
greatest patience, turning out hus vanous pockets time after
time, 1ummaging and 1mmmaging agam n s vahse, and
opeming and closing huis puise, but when he became con-
vinced that the letter was lost, he flew, for the third time,
mto such a rage that 1t came near costing hum a fresh
supply of wine, o, and i1osemary, for upon scemng this
hot-headed youth so exasperated, and threaterung to destioy
everything in the establishment if Jus letter were not found,
the host seized a spit, lus wife a bioom-handle, and the servants
tho same sticks they had used the evening before

* My letter of mtroduction!” cried D’Artagnan, “my
letter of mtroduction! or I will spit you all hke so many
partridges !

Unfortunately, in holding out this ternble threat, he had
wholly forgotten that hus sword had been broken m two n
the forme1 conflict, and so when D’Artagnan went to draw
his sword 1n carnest he found himself armed meiely with a
stump of about caght or ten mnches mn length, which the host
had carefully placed 1n the scabbard the rest of the blade
the master had slyly put on one side to make a larding-pin

But thus loss would probably not have stopped om fiery
young man 1f the host had not reflected that the demand
which his guest made was perfectly just.

“ But after all,” said he, lowering the pomt of his spit,
‘““ where 18 that letter ?

“ Yes, where 15 that letter ?” cried D'Artagnan  “ In the
fitst place, I warn you that the letter 18 for M. de Tréwille,
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and 1t must be found , if 1t be not quickly found, he will know
how to have 1t found, I’ll answe:r for 1t ' >

This threat completed the intimdation of the host Throw-
mg down his spit, and ordenng lus wife to do the same with
her bioom-handle, and the se1vants with then sticks, he was
the first to begin a zealous search for the lost letter

“Does the letter contain anything valuable ? ** demanded
the host, after & few minutes of useless mmvestigation

¢ Zounds ' I should think 1t does,” cried the Gascon, who
relied upon this letter for making his way at court, “it
contained my fortune ’

“ Bills upon Spamn ? ”* asked the distuibed host

“Bills upon his Majesty’s private treasurv,” answeled
D’Artagnan, who, reckoned upon entering into the king’s
service through this recommendation, and thought he could
make this somewhat hazaidous reply without telling a false-
hood

*“ The deuce ! ” cried the host, at his wit s end

“ But 1t’s of no mmportance,” continued D’Artagnan, with
the assurance common to his race, “1it’s of no importance,
the money 1s nothing—the letter was everything, I would
rather have lost a thousand pistoles than have lost that

Suddenly a ray of hght bioke mn upon the mund of the
host, who was cursing loudly upon finding nothing.

*“ That letter 18 not lost ! ”* cried he

“What ! ” said D’Artagnan

“ No, 1t has been stolen from you ”

“ Stolen ! by whom ?”

“ By the gentleman who was here yesteaday He went
down mto the lkiichen, where your doublet was He
1emaimned there some time alonc I would lay a wager he
has stolen 1t.”

“ Do you think so ? ” answered D’ Artagnan, but he was not
convinced, for he knew better than any one else how entiely
personal the value of this letter was, and saw nothing 1n 1t
hkely to tempt anyone to steal 1t.
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« Dc;uyou say,” resumcd D’Artagnan, “that you suspect
that impertinent gentleman ? *

T tell you I am sure of 1t,” continued the host , “when
T informed hun that your lordship was a protégé of M de
Tiéville, and that you even had a lefter for that illusittous
nobleman, he appeared to be very much disturbed, and asked
me whete that letter was, and immediately went down into
the kitehen, where he knew your doublet was

* Then he 15 the thief,” rephed D’Artagnan  “ T will com-
plam to M de Tréville, and M de Tréville will complam to
ithe king” He then drew two crowns majestically from his
pwse, gave them to the host, who accompanied Jum cap m
hand to the gate, 1emounted his yellow hoise, which bore lum
without any further accident to the gate of St Antome at
Pauss, where his owner sold hum for three ecrowns, swhich was
a very good price, considermg that D’Artagnan had 1idden
lum haid on the last stretch.

So D Artagnan entered Pans on foot, cartying his httle
packet under his arm, and wandered about till he found an
apaitment to let on terms swited to the scantmess of his
means This chamber was a liltle ganet in the Rue des
Fossoyeurs, near the Luxemhouryg

As soon as the carnest-money was paid, D’Artagnan tonk
possession of his lodging, and passed the remainder of the
day in sewing on to hus doublet and bose some ornamental
brarding wluch his mother had taken off from an almost new
doublet of the elder M D’Artagnan, and had given to him
sectetly Then he went to the Quai de la Ferraille, to have
a new blade put to us sword, and on his return to the Louvre,
mquired of the first musketeer he met the way to the mansion
of M de Tiéwille, Thw was situated, 1t appeared, mn the
Rue du Vieux-Colombier, 1n the immediate vicimty of the
chamber hired by D’Artagnan, a circumstance which ap-
peared to him to he a bappy augury for the success of his
journey

After which satisfied wth the way m which he had
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conducted himself at Meung, without remorse for the past,
confident in the present, and full of hope for the future, he
retired to bed, and slept the sleep of the brave

At nme o’clock the next morning he rose in order to repair
to the residcnce of the famous M de Tréwville, the third
peisonage m the kimgdom, according to the estimation of
hus father

(D’ Artagnan 18 recerved by M de Tréwlle, the captan of the
uusketeers, who form the chosen bodyguard of King Lows
XIII, and are the deadly rwvals of the guards of Cardinal
Rickelien, the chief minwster, bul, having offended the three
musketeers, Athos, Porthos and Aramus, he 18 challenged by
each in turn fo a duel ]

CHAPTER 11
D'ARTAGNAN EXTERS UFON HIS APPRENTICESHIP

I’ArrieNax was not acquamted with anybody in Paus
He went, therefore, to s appointment with Athos without
a second, determined to be satisfied with those us adversary
should choose Besides, luis mind was fixed on making the
brave musketeer all suitable apologies, but without meanness
or weakness, fecaring that this duel would bave the usual
unfortunato result, when a young and vigoirous man fights
with an adversary who 13 wounded and enfecbled if con-
quered, he doubles the tnumph of s antagomst , if & con-
queroryhe 1s accused of foul play and chea

Now, we must have drawn the chaiacter of om1 adventurer
very clumasily 1f our readers have not alieady peiceived that
D’Artagnan was by no means an ordmmary man. Moreover,
he possessed that invineible stock of resolution which the
counsels of his father had implanted 1n hus heart, and which
were summed up m this sentence* * Endure nothing from
any onc but the kng, the cardwal, and M de Tiéwille

DTV B
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He flew, then, rather than walked, towards the monastery
of the Caimes Deschaux, a bwlding without a window,
surrounded by barren fields, which was geneially employed
as the place of meeting by men who had no time to lose

When D’Artagnan armved in sight of the bare spot of
ground which stictched out at the base of the monastery,
Athos had been waiting about five munutes, and twelve
o’clock was stuling  Although still suffering grievously from
his wound, which had been freshly dressed by M de Tréville’s
surgeon, he was seated on a stone, awaiting s adversary
with that placid countenance and that noble expression which
never forsook him  Av sight of D’Artagnan, he arose and
politely camoe a few steps to meet um  The latter, on his
pait, saluted his adversary with hat i hand, the feather
1n 1t almost touching the ground

* 8ir,” said Athos, “I have engaged two of my fiiends as
seconds, but they have not yet come. I am astorushed at
then delay, as 1t 18 not their custom to be behindhand

“T have no scconds myself, sir,” saxd D’Artagnan. “for,
having reached Paris only yesterday, I know no one, as yet,
except M de Tréville, to whom I was recommended by my
father, who has the honour to be, to some extent, a friend of
his

Athos reflected for an instant

*“You know no one but M de Tiéwille ? * he asked

“No, sit , I know only him ”

“Well, well,” continued Athos, speaking partly to himself,
“ well, well, 1f I kil you, I shall get the reputation of being
a clild murderer

¢ Not entirely,” replied D’Artagnan, with 2 bow that was
not deficient in digmity , “ not entirely, since you do me the
honour to draw sword against me while suffeing from a
wound which must trouble you very much »

* Very much, upon my word, and you hurt me deucedly,
T can tell you, but I will use the left hand—I usually do so
under such circumstances Do not fancy, however, that I
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favour you—I use both hands equally readily , 1t will even
be a disadvantage to you, fighting a left-handed man 1s
very troublesomoe to those who are not accustomed to it
I 1egret I did not mnform you soomer of this cireumstance *

“ You axe truly, sir,” said D’ Artagnan, bowing again, “ very
courteous, and I am, I assure you, extremely grateful »

“You confuse me,” rcphed Athos, “I beg of you, let us
talk of something else, unless 1t 15 displeasing to you Ahl
Zounds | how you hurt me ! My shoulder simply buins '

¢ If you would permut me—"" said D’Artagnan tindly

“ What, sir 7”7

“T bave a miraculous balsam for wounds—a balsam given
to me by my mother, and I have alieady made tnal of 1t
upon myself ”

“Well 27

“Well, I am sure that i less than thiee days this balsam
would cure you, and at the end of thiee days, when you
are cured,—well, s, 1t would still do me great honour to
be your man ”

D’Artagnan spoke these woids with a simphety that did
honour to lus courtesy, without casting the least doubt upon
his courage.

“Egad, sir!” said Athos, “ that’s a proposition which
pleases me, not that I accept 1t, but 1t hag the true ring of
o gentleman So spoke the gallant knights of the time of
m&, 1n whom every kmight ought to seek his model
Unfortunately, we do not live in the time of that great em-
peror We hive 1n the times of the cardmnal, and three days
hence, however well the secret might be guarded, 1t would
be known that we were to fight, and our combat would be
forestalled. Will these 1dlers never come ?

“If you are 1n a hurry, sir,” said D’Artagnan, with the
same mmphaity with which a moment before he had proposed
to put off the duel for three days, “if you are mn a hurry.
and 1f 1t be your will to despatch me at once, do not incon-
vemuence yourself, 1 beg of you.”
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“Well, that 15 agam well said,” cried Athos, nodding
graciously to D’Aitagnan, “ that did not come fiom a man
without brains, and certamnly not fiom a man without a
heait Sir, I love men of your chsposition, and I foresee
plainly that, if we don’t kill each other, I shall heteafter take
1eal pleasure 1n your company  We will wait for these gentle-
men, if you please, I have plenty of time, and 1t will be
more coirect Ah ! here 1s one of them, I think

In fact, at that moment they saw the gigantic form of
Porthos approaching

“What '” cried D’Artagnan, “1s your first second M
Porthos ?

“Yes. Does that displease you ?”

* Oh, not at all

¢ And here comes the other ”

D’Artagnan turned in the direction pointed to by Athos,
and percerved Aramis

“What ! cuied he, 1n a tone of greater astomshment than
before, “ 18 your second witness M Aramis ?

“Certainly he 18 Aic you not aware that we are never
seen one without the others, and that we are called in the
musketeers and the guaids, at court and 1n the aty, Athos,
Poithos, and Aramis, or the Three Inseparables 2 And yet,
as you come from Dax or Pan—"

“ From Tarbes,” said D’Artagnan

“It 18 probable you are ignorant of this circumstance,”
saxd Athos

“’Pon my woid!” iephed D’Artagnan, “you are well
named, gentlemen

In the meantime Poithos had come up, waved lus hand
to Athos, and then tuining towards D’Artagnan stopped
astorushed.,

* Aha ! * saad he, * what does this mean ?

*“This 18 the gentleman I am going to fight with,” smd
Athos, ponting to D’Artagnan with s hand, and saluting

him
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**Why, 1t 15 with him I am also gomng to fight,” said Porthos.

¢ But not before onc o’cloch, ’ 1eplied D’Artagnan

* Well, and I also am going to fight with that gentleman,”
sard Aramis, conung up n his turn

* But not till two o’clock, said D’Aitagnan with the same
calmness

“ By Jove ! this 18 a clcver fellow, > murmued Athos

* And now you are all asscmbled, gentlemen,” said D’ Artag
nan, *“ perrmt me to offer you my cxcuses ”

At this word excuses a cloud passed over the brow of Athos,
a haughty smile curled the lip of Poithos and a shake of the
head was the reply of Arams

“ You do not undeistand me, gentlemen,” said D’Artagnan,
Lfting up his head, on which & 1ay of sunlight was playing at
that moment, gilding 1ts clear and bold outlhnes * I ask to
be excused m case I should not be able to dischaige my debt
to all three, for M Athos has the 1ight to kill me first, which
must dimimsh considetably yowr chances of payment, M
Poithos, and renders yows almost worthless, M Aramis
And now, gentlemen, I repcat, excuse me, but on that account
only, and—on guard ' ”

At these woids, in the most gallant fashion conceivable
D’Ailagnan drew hus sword

The blood had mounted to lus head, and at that moment
he would have diawn his swoid against all the musketeers
in the lungdom as wilhngly as he now did aganst Athos,
Porthos, and Aramis

It was a quarter past twelve The sun was at its zemth,
and the spot chosen for the duel was cxposed to 1its full
power

It 1s very hot,” said Athos, drawing his sword 1n hus turn,
““and yet I cannot take off my doublet, for only just now I
felt my wound begin to bleed again, and I should not hke to
annoy the gentleman with the mght of blood which he has not
drawn from me himself »

“That 18 true, sir,” rephed D’Artagnan, ““and, whether
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drawn by myself or another, I assure you I shall always view
with 1egret the blood of so brave a man, I wll therefore
fight in my doublet, as you do ™

* Come, come, enough of such comphments,” eried Porthos,
“ please remember we are waiting our turn

‘ Speak for yowmself, when you feel hke utiering such
meivilities,” mterrupted Atamis  ““ For myself, I think what
they said was very well said, and quite worthy of two gentle-
men ”

“When you please, sir,” said Athos, putting himself on
guard

“T was awaiting your order,” said D’Artagnan, crossing
swords

But searcely had the two 1apiers clashed together, when a
company of the guards of lus Eminence, commended by
M de Jussac, turned the corner of the convent

“The cardinal’'s guards! the cardmnal’'s guards |™ cred
Aiamis and Poithos at the same time ** Sheathe swords,
gentlemen ' sheathe swords '™

But 1t was too late The two combatants had been seen mn
a position which left no doubt of their intentions

“Ha' cned Jussae, advancing towards them, and malung
a sign to lus men to do the same, “ ha, musketeers ! so you
are fighting here, are vou ? And what, I pray, has become
of the edicts ?

“You aie very generous, gentlemen of the guards,” said
Athos, with actimony  ** If we were to see you fighting, T can
assure you tkhat we should make no attempt to prevent you
Leave us alone, then, and you will cnjoy a hitle amusement
without cost to yomselves ™

*“ Gentlemen,” said Jussac, “1T regret to say that that 1s
mpossible Duty before everythmg Sheathe your swords,
if you please, and follow us

* Sir,” saxd Aramis, parodying Jussac, ‘1t would afford us
great pleasuic to accept your pohte invitation, if 1t depended
upon ourschves , but unfortunately that 18 imposmible : M. de
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Tréville has forbidden 1t So pass on your way , 1t18 the best
thing you can do ”

This jesting exasperated Jussac

“If you disobey,” said he, * we will charge you ™

* Theirc are five of them,” said Athos, half aloud, * and we
are but three We shall be beaten again, and must dic on the
spot, for, I swear 1t, I will never appear before the captain as a
conquered man

Athos, Porthos, and Aramis mstantly closed 1n, and Jussac
drew up his soldiers

This short interval was sufficient to determine D’ Artagnan
It was one of those events which decide the hfe of a man It
was a choice between the king and the cardinal  The choice
once made, must be adhered to  To fight was to disobey the
law, to nisk his head, to make at once an enemy of a mimster
more powerful than the king lumself, all this the young man
percerved, and yet, to his prase be 1t said, he did not hesitate
a second Turmng towards Athos and lus fnends,—

* Gentlemen,” saxd he, * allow me to correct your words, if
you please You said you were but thiee, but 1t appears to
me we are four ”

“ But you aie not one of us,” said Porthos

“ That’s true,” rephed D’Artagnan, “ I do not wear the
umform, but I am with you 1n spmt My hea1t 1s that of &
musketeer

“ Withdraw, young man,” cried Jussac, who, by s
gestures and the expression on his face, had doubtless guessed
D’Artagnan’s design. “ You may 1etire, we allow you to do
so Save your skin, begone quckly ”

D’Artagnan did not move

““ You are a good fellow,” said Athos, pressing the young
man’s hand.

“Come, come, decide one way or the other,” rephed
Jussac.

“ Well,” said Porthos to Aramis, * we must do something.”

* You are very generous,” said Athos.
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But all thice weie thinking of D’Artagnan’s youth, and
dieaded lus mexpeuence

“ We should be only thiee, onc of whom 1s wounded, and a
mere boy,” resumed Athos, ““ and yet they will say nomne the
less that we weie four men ”

“Yes, but to yicld ? ”* said Porthos

“ That’s 1ather difficult,” rephed Athos

D’Artagnan understood thenr hesitation

T:y me, gentlemen,” said he, “ and I swear to you by my
honow that I will not go hence if we ate conquered

¢ \What 1s your name, my brave fellow ? ’ said Athos

“ D’Artagnan, su

“Well, then! Athos, Poithos, Aramus, and D’Artagnan,
forward '’ cited Athos

* Come, gentlemen, have you made up your nunds?”
cried Jussae, for the third time

“ It 1s done, gentlemen,” saxd Athos

“ And what do you mean todo *" asked Jussac

¢ We are about to have the honow of charging you,”
rephed Aramis, ifting his hat with onc hand and diawing lus
sword with the other

“Oh! youresist, do you ?” ened Jussac

“ Zounds ! does that astomsh you *”

And the nine combatants 1ushed at one another with a
madness which, howevei, did not cxclude a certain amount of
method

Athos fixed upon Cahusac, a favounte of the cardinal’s
Poithos had Bicarat, and Aiamus found himself opposed to
two adversaies, while I’ Artagnan sprang at Jussac himself

The heart of the young Gascon beat as though 1t would
buist, not from fear,—he had not a shadow of 1t,—but with
emulation He fought hke a mad tiger, moving round and
round iy adversary, and changing s ground ard his guard
twenty times Jussac was fond of the sword, and had had
much practice , nevertheless, 1t required all his skll to defend
Inmself aganst an adveisary who, acfaive and energetic,
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departed every mstant fiom rceerved rules, attacking him on
all sides at once, and yet pairymg hke a man who had the
greaiest 1espect for s own skin

Tlus contest at length exhausted Jussac’s patience Fun-
ous at bemng held m check by one whom he looked upon
as a mere boy, he grew angry and began to make nustakes
D’Artagnan, who, though wanting m mactice, had a profound
knowledge of the science, redoubled his agility Jussac,
anxious to put an end to tlis, sprnging foiward, aimmed a
terrible thiust at his adversary, but the latter parned 1t , and,
while Jussac was recovering lumself, ghded like a scrpent
beneath his blade, and passed his sword through s body
Jussac fell in a heap

D’Artagnan then cast an anxious and 1amd glance over the
field of battle

Arams had alieady killed one of his adversanes, but the
other was pressing him waimly  Nevertheless, Aramis was
in a good posttion, and still able to defend humself

Bicaiat and Porthos had just made counter huts  Porthos
had 1iece:ved a thrust thiough his aim, and Bicaiat onc
thiough his thigh But neither of the wounds was seuous,
and they only fought the moie stienuously on that account

Athos, wounded agam by Cahusac was sicadily giowimng
paler, but did not give way a foot, he had only changed lus
sword-hand, and was fighting with lus left

According 1o the laws of duclling at that peirod, D Artag-
nan was at liberty to assist the one he pleased While he was
tiying to find out which of his companions most needed hus
help, he caught a glance fiom Athos That glance was
sublimely eloquent Athos would have died :ather than
appeal for help, but he could look, and with that look ask
asmistance. D’Artagnan understood 1t; with a termble
bound, he sprang to the mide of Cahusae, crymg

“To me, sir Guard ! or I will slay you ! ”

Cahusac turned. It was time, for Athos, whose great
courage alone supported him, sank upon his knee.
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“Zounds ! ” cued he to D’Artagnan, “do not kill m,
young man, I beg of you I have an old score to settle with
Inim, when I am healed and sound again  Disarm lim only—
make sure of us sword That’s 1t ! that's 1t ' well done!
very well done '™

This exclamation was drawn fiom Athos by seemng the
snoid of Cahusac fly twenty paces from hm., D’Artagnan
and Cahusac sprang forwaid at the same instant, the one to
1ccovel, the other to obtam, the sword, but D’Aitagnan
heng the more active reached 1t first, and placed s foot
upon 1t

Cahusac 1mmediately ran to the guardsman whom Aramis
had killed, scized hus 1apier, and returned towards D’Artagnan,
but on lus way he met Athos, who, during the momentary
1elief which D Artagnan had procured for lmm, had recovered
his breath, and who, for fear that D’Artagnan should kill hus
own personal enemy, wished to resume the fight

D Aitagnan perceived that 1t would be disobhging Athos
not to leave him alone, and mn a few minutes Cahusac fell,
with a sword-thiust through lus thioat

At the same nstant Aramis placed his sword-point on the
breast of his fallen enemy and compelled hum to ask for
merey

Only Porthos and Bicarat remamned Porthos was boasting
menily, asking Bicarat what o’clock it was, and offening him
his compliments upon his brother having just obtamed a
company in the Navaire 1egiment, but, joke as he nught,
he gamned no advantage—Bicarat was onc of those iron men
who never fall dead

Ncvertheless, 1t was necessary to put an end io the fight.
The watch mught come up and take all the combatants,
wounded or not, royahsts or cardinalists Athos, Aramis,
and D’Artagnan surrounded Bicarat, and summoned lnm to
suirender Though alone, and with a wound 1n his thigh,
Bicarat wished to hold out, but Jussac, who had risen upon
Ins elbow, ciied out to lum to yield Bicarat was a Gascon,
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hke D’Artagnan, he turned a deaf ear, and contented him-
self with laughing

“There are four agamst you, leave off, I command
you,” exclaimed Jussac

“Ah ! if you command me, that’s another thing,” said
Bicarat, “ you being my sergeant, 1t 1s my duty to obey

And, sprimging backward, he bioke his sword across s
knee, to avoid the necessity of surrendenng it, ithrew the
pieces over the convent wall, and crossed his aims, wlisthng
o cardinalist air

Braveiry 1s always respected, even m an cnemy The
musketeers saluted Bicarat with their swords, and 1eturned
them to thar sheaths D’Artagnan did the same, then
assisted by Bicarat, the only one left standing, he bore Jussac,
Cahusac, and that one of Aranns’s adversaiies who was only
wounded, under the porch of the convent The fouih, as we
have said, was dead They then 1ang the bell, and, cairying
away four swords out of five, they took their 10ad, intoxicated
with joy, towards M de Tréville’s mansion.

They walked arm 1n arm, occupyng the whole width of the
strect, and accosting every musketeer they met, so that 1t
ended m a triumphal march The heait of D’Aitagnan
throbbed with wild delbight, he walked between Athos and
Porthos, pressing them tenderly.

“If I am not yet a musketeer,” said he, to lus new fnends,
as he passed through the gateway of M de Tiéville’s mansion,
“ at least I have entered upon my apprenticeshup, haven’t I?”

CHAPTER III

HIS MAJESTY KING LOUIS XIII

Tms affar made a great nowse M. de Tréwille scolded his
musketeers 1n public, and congratulated them in private, but
as no tine was to be lost mn gaimng the kang, M de Tréwille
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made all haste to the Louvie  But he was too late , the king
was closcted with the carcdinal, and M de Tiéville was infoimed
that the king was busy and could not receive him  1n the
evening, M de Tiéville went to the king’s card-table The
king was wmning, and as his Majesty was very avaricious he
was 1 an excellent humo ir, thercfore, percertving M de
Tiéville at a distance,—

“ Come heie, captain,” he said, “ come here, that I may
scold you Do you know that his Enunence has just made
fiesh complaints against y our musketceers, and s feehings are
so stin1ed that his Emimence 1s indisposed this evening ? Why,
these musketeers of yows aie very fiends—they deserve to be
hanged ! ”

* No, sue,” rephed Tiéville, who saw at once which way
things would tuin, *“ no, sue, on the contrary, they are good
creatures, as meek as lambs, and have bu! one desire, 1'll be
their wairanty, and that is, that their swords may never
leave then scabbards but i your Majesty’s service But
what aie they to do? The guaids of the cardinal are
forever scekmg quaiiels with them, and if only for the
honour of the coips, the poor young men are obhged to
deferrd themselves ”

“ Lasten to M de Tréville,” said the king, “ histon to him !
one would think he was speaking of a monastic commumty !
But don’t fancy, my dear captain, that T am going to take you
on your bhaie word , I am called Lows the Just, Monweur de
Tréville, and by and by we shall sce ”

“ Ah ! 1t 1s because I 1ely fully upon that justice that I shall
wait patiently and quietly your Majesty’s good pleasure »

“Wait, then, sir, wart,” said the king, “I will not make
you wait long ”

In fact, fortune changed, and as the king began to lose what
he had won, he was not sorry to find an excuse for leaving
off play. He rose a minute later, and putting the money
which lay before him into his pocket, the major part of
which came from his winmings,—



11 ] HIS MAJESTY KING LOUIS XIII 29

“ La Vicuville,” said he, “ take my place, I must speak to
M de Tréville on an affair of importance,” Then turming
tovwards M de Tiéville, and walking with lum towards the
embiasure of a window,—

“Well, monsiew,” continued he, “you say it was his
Emimence’s guaids who sought a quaizel with yom musket-
eers 1"

“ Yes, sire, as they alwavs do”

“ And how did the thing happen ? let us hea, for you
Imow, my dear captamn, a judge must histen to both sides ”

“Good Lord' i the most simple and natural manner
posmble Thiee of my best soldiers, whom yowm Majesty
knows by name, and whose devotion you have moie than once
appreciated, and who have, I can asswme the king, his service
much af heart,—three of my best soldiers, I say—Athos,
Porthos, and Aramis,—had made up a pleasuire paity with a
young cadet from Gascony, whom I had introduced to them
the same mormng  The party was to take place at St Ger-
main, I beheve, and they had appomted to mect at the Carmes
Deschaux, when they were distmbed by De Jussac, Cahusac,
Bicaiat, and two other guards, who certamnly did not go there
m a body without the intention of doing something contiary
to the edicts ™

“ Ah, ah! you mchne me to think so,” said the king,
“ there 18 no doubt they went thither with the intention of
fighting »

“T do not accuse them, sire, but I leave your Majesty to
judge what five armed men could possibly be gomg to do 1
such a retuned spot as the neighbourhood of the Convent des
Caimes ”

“You arc nght, Trévlle, you are nght '

“ Then, upon seemng my musketeers, they changed their
minds, and forgot thewr private hatred for their regimental
feud, for your Majesty cannot be ignorant that the musketeers,
who belong to the kung, are the natural enemies of the guards,
who belong to the cardinal.”
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* Yes, Tréville ! yes ' ” said the kung, 1n a melancholy tone,
“and 1t 18 very sad, beheve me, to see two parties m Fiance,
two heads to royalty. But all this will come to an end, Tréville,
will come to an end You say, then, that the guards sought
a quarrel with the musketeers *

“1 say that 1t 18 probable that tlungs did happen thus, but
I will not swear to 1t, sre  You know how difficult 1t 18 to
chscover the t1uth, and ualess a man be endowed with that
admnable instinct which causes Lows XIII to be termed the
Just—"

¢ You aie nght, Tréville, bu5 your musketeers were not
alone,—they had a youth with them 7"

* Yes, sire, and one wounded man, so thet three of the
king’s musketecrs—one of whom was wounded—and a youth
not only maintained. thewr ground agamst five of the most
ternble of his Emnence’s guards, but actually brought four
of them to the carth

‘ Why, this 18 o victory ! ” cmed the king, glowmg with
delight, ““ a complete victory ! ”

* Yes, siro ”

“ Fomt men, one of them wounded, and a youth, say you ?”

“One scaicely a grown man, but who behaved himself
so admurably on this occasion that I shall take the hberty of
recommending him to yom Majesty

* What 18 his name ?

“ D’Artagnan, sire, he 15 the son of one of my oldest
fuiends—the son of a man who served under your father of
glorious memory, mn the avil war”

‘*“ And you say that this young man behaved humself well ?
Tell me how, De Tréville,—you know how I dehght m accounts
of war and fights,”

And Lows XTIT #wirled Ins moustache proudly, end placed
s h~nd upon his hip,

“ Sire,” resumed Tréville, ““ as T told you, M d’Artagnan 18
hittle more than a boy, and es he has not the honour of being a
musketeer, he was dressed as a private citizen, the guards of
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the cardinal, pereceiving his youth, and that he did not belong
to the corps, urged him to 1etire before they made the attack »

“So you may plainly sce, Tréville,” interrupted the king,
*1t was they who attacked ?

“ That 1s true, sue, theie can be no more doubt on that
head They called upon him then to 1etire, but he answered
that he was a musketeer at heart, entirely devoted to your
Mejesty, and that he would therefore remam with the mus-
keteers ”

“ Brave young man '’ muimured the king

“Well, he did remamn with them, and your Majesty has
in him so stout a champion that 1t was he who gave Jussac
the termble sword-thrust which has made the cardinal so
a’ng.ry ”

“He wounded Jussac'!” cried the king, “he, a boy'
Tréville, that’s impossible ! ”

* It 18 as I have the honow to 1clate 1t to your Majesty.”

* Jussae, one of the first swordsmen 1n the kingdom ? »

“ Well, sne, for once he found is master

*“1 should hke to see this young man, Tréville,—1 should
hke to see him , and if anything can be done—well, we shall
make 1t our business to do 1t ”’

“ When will your Majesty deign to recerve him ? ”

“ To-morrow at mid-day, Tiéville ”

“ Shall T bring him alone ?

“ No, bring me all four 1ogether , I wish to thank them all
at once Devoted men are so rare, Tréville, we must reward
devotion ”

*“ At twelve o’clock, sire, we shall be at the Louvre

* But by the back staircase, Tréville, by the back staircase,
1t 18 useless to let the cardinal know

“Yes, sire ” .

* You understand, Tréwlle ; an edict 18 still an edict—it 18
forbidden to fight, after all

‘ But this encounter, sire, 18 quite outside the ordinary con-
ditions of a duel, 1t 18 a brawl, and the proof 18 that there
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were five of the cardinal’s guairds against my thiee musketeers
and M d’Artagnan >

¢ That 13 tiue,” said the king, “ but never mund, Tiéville,
come 1n any case by the back stancase ”

Tiéville smiled  But as 1t was something to have prevailed
upon this child to 1cbel aganst lus master, he saluted the king
1espeetfully, and, with tlus undeistanding, took leave of him

That evening the three musketcers were informed of the
honout wluch was m stote for them  As they had long been
acquainted with the king, they weie not much excited by
1t, but D’Aitagnan, with his Gascon imagmation, saw 1 1t
his futuie foitune, and passed the mght in golden dreams
As eaily as cight o’clock he was at the door of Athos’s chamber

D’Artagnan found the musketeer diessed and 1eady to go
out As they weie not to wait upon the king till twelve,
he had made an appointment with Poithos and Aranus to play
a game at tenms, 1n a tenms-court situated near the stables of
the Luxembowg Athos invited D’Artagnan to follow them
Although 1ignoant of the game, which he had never played,
vet, not knowing what to do with himself 11l twelve o’clock,
a5 1t was then scaicely nmine, he accepted the invitation

The two musketeets wete alicady thete, and weie playing
together  Athos, who was very expert 1n all bodily exercises,
went over with D’Artagnan to the opposite court, and chal-
lenged them, but at the first stroke he made, although he
played with his left hand, he found that s wound was yet
too 1ecent to allow of such exeition D’Artagnan 1emamed,
theiefore, alone, and, as he declaied he was too ignoiant of
the game to play a match, they only continued giving balls
to cach other, without counting But one of these balls,
launched by Porthos’s herculean hand, passed so close to
D’Artagnan’s face that he thought if, instead of passing,
1t had it him, 1t would have made his presentation before
the king mmpossible Now, as m s Gascon imagnation
he thought that his whole future depended upon this aud-
ence, he saluted Aramis and Porthos pohtely, declaring that
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he would not resume the game until he was prepaied to play
with them on more equal terms, and he went and took his
place n the gallervy

Unfortunately for D’Airtagnan, among the spectators was
one of lis Emimence’s guards, who, still nntated by the defeat
of his compamons, which had happened the day before, had
detexnmuned to seize the first opportumity of avenging it He
belheved this opportumty was now come, and addiessing lus
neighbour,—

“It 15 not astomshing,” said he, “that that young man
should be afiaidd of a ball, no doubt he 1s a musketeer
apprentice

D’Artagnan turned round as if a serpent bad stung um,
and fixed his eyes mniently upon the guard who had just made
this 1nsolent speech

“Zounds '” 1csumed the latter, twihng his moustache,
“look at me as long as you hke, my httle gentleman , what I
have said, I have said ”

“ And since what you have said 18 too clear to requre any
explanation,” rephed D’Artagnan, 1 a low voice, “I beg you
will follow me

““ And when 7 ” asked the guard, i the same jeering tone

“ Immediately, 1f you please

“You know, I suppose, who I am ?”

“I! no, I assure you I do not know you, nor have I any
desire to do so ™

“Youte m the wrong there, for if you knew my name,
pethaps you would not be mn such a huiry

*“What 1s your name, then ?”

“ Bernajoux, at your service ”

“ell, then, Monsieur Bernajoux,” said D’Artagnan,
quetly, “I will wait for you at the door ”

 Go on, arr ; I will follow you.”

“Do not show any hurry, sir, or we may be observed
gomng out together, you must be aware that for what we
have 1n hand company would be mmconvement »

DTM Q
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' That’s tiue,’ said the guaid, astomished that lus name
had not produced more effect upon the joung man

Evervone had heard the name of Bernajoux, for it was
one of those which fizmed most fiequently in the daily
brawls which all the edicts of the king and cardinal bad not
Leen able to wepiese

Porthos and Aramis were so engaged with then game, and
Athos was watching them so attentively, that they did not even
sec then young compamon go out He stopped outside the
doo1, as he had {old his Eminence’s guaid he would do, and
an instant later the guard followed hum  As I Artagnan had
no time to lose, on account of Ius audience with the king,
which was fixed for nud-day. he cast his cyes around, and
scemng that the sticet was emptly,—

¢ Upon my word ! ” sard he to Ius adversary, ¢ 1t 1s fortu-
nate for you, although yow name 1s Bernajoux, that you have
only to deal with an apprentice musheteer , but never mind,
be satisfied that I will do mv best  On guaid !’

“But,’ said he whom D’Artagnan thus provoked ° this
place scems to me verv ill-chosen  Belund the Abley St
fermain o1 mn the Pré-aux-Cleres would be better ™

* What yousay v verysensible,” 1ephied D’ Artagnen but
unfortunately I have very little {ime to spate, haiing an
appointment at twelve precisely On guaid, then, su, on
gnard '

Beinajoux was not a man to have such a complment
paid him twice  In aninstant his sword ghttered 1n hus hand,
and he sprang upon his adversary, whom, on account of hs
youth, he hoped to intimidate

But D’Aitagnan had on the pieceding day gone thiough
Ins apprenticeshup, and was 1esolved not to yicld an nch
So the two swords were crossed close to the hilts, and as
D’Artagnan stood firm, 1t was s adversary who made the
retreating step, but D’Artagnan seized the moment at
which, m this movement, the sword of Bernajoux deviated
fiom the lne, he freed his weapon, made a lunge, and
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touched Ins adversary on the shoulder  D’Artagnan immed-
ately madc a step backwards and iaised Ins sword, but
Bernajoux cuied out that 1t was nothing, and rushing bhindly
upon hmm, spitted himsclf upon D Artagnan’s sword As,
howevel, he did not fall, and as he did not declaie himself
conqueted, but only rushed away towaids the mansion of M de
Trémoulle, 1n whose service he had a 1elative, D’Artagnan
was 1gnorant of the seriousncss of the last wound his adversarv
had recerved  He followed Bernajoux closcly, and would no
doubt soon have completed s wortk with a i{hnd blow,
when the noise which arose fiom the sticet being heard m
the tenms-court, two friends of the guaid, who had scen him
go out after exchanging words with D’Aitagnan, 1ushed,
sword m hand, fiom the court, and fell upon the conqueror
But Athos, Poithos, and Aranns quickly appeared in then
tuin, and the moment the iwo guaids attacked therr young
companion, diove them back Bernajoux now fell, and as
the guards were only two agamst four, thev began to avy,
* To the 1escue!” At these cues, all who were in the
mansion of M de Tiémouille rushed out falling upon the four
companions, who ciied out, “To the 1eser.c musketeers !
This ery was usually heeded, for the musketecrs wete
known to be enemies of the caidmal, ad weie popular on
that account Consequently the guaids f other compames,
except those which belonged to lis Emunence, geneially
took pairt with the king’s musketeers m these quarrels
Of the thiee gnaidsmen of M des Essarts’s company who
were passing, two came to the asmstance of the four com-
pamons, while the other ran to the mansion of M de Tréville,
crying “To the i1escue! Musketeers! to the 1escue! ’
This mansion was as usual full of soldiers of that cotps, who
hastened to the assistance of their comrades , the mélée be-
came general, but the advantage was on the mde of the
musketeers , the cardinal’s guards and M. de la Trémowlle’s
people retreated into the mansion, the doors of which they
closed just in time to prevent their enemnes from entering
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with them The wounded man had alieady been taken in
m a very serous condition

Excitement was at 1ts height among the muskeieers and
theu allies, and they weie alicady considering whether they
should set fire to the mansion to pumsh the insolence of
M de la Tiémouille s domestics 1 daring to make a sorfie
upon the king’s musketeers  The proposition had been made,
and 1ecerved with enthusiasm, when fortunately eleven
o’clock struck, D’Airtagnan and lis companions 1emembered
then audience, and not desimng such an exploit to be per-
foumed 1n then absence, they succceded mm queting thewr
compamons The latter contented themselves with hurling
some paving-stones against the gates, but the gates were too
stiong, so they eventually giew tned of the sport  In the
meantime the leaders of the enteipuise had quitted the
gionp and were making their way towards the mansion of
M de Téville, who was waiting for them, having been
alieady mnformed of this fiesh distuibance

* Quick to the Louvie,” said he, ¢ to the Louvre without
losing an instant, and let us endeavou: to see the king bhefore
he 1s prejudiced by the caidinal, we will descnibe the thing
to hum as a consequence of yesterday’s quarrel, and the two
will pass off together

M de Tiéwille, accompanied by his four young men, duected
his course towards the Louvre , but to the great astomishment
of the captamn of the musketeers, he was informed that the
king had gone stag-hunting mn the forest of St German
M de Tiéville 1equired this intelligence to be repeated to hm
twice, and each time his compamons saw lus biow become
darker

* Had lus Majesty,” asked he, “ any mtention of holding
this hunting party yesterday ?

‘ No, your Excellency,” replied the valet,  the master of
the hounds came this morming to inform him that last mght he
had started a stag He at first answered that he would not go,
but could not 1esist his love of sport, and set out after dinner
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“ Has the Iung scen the cardinal ? ”* asked M de Tiéville

“ Most probably he has,” 1cphed the valet, “ for I saw the
horses harnessed to his Eminence’s caitiage this morning, and
when T asked wheie he was going, I was told ‘ to St Germain’ ’

“ He has gotten ahead of us,’ smid M de Tiéville * Gen-
tlemen, I will see the king thus eveming , but 1 do not advise
you to risk domng so ”

M de Tréville recommended them each to retne to his
apartment, and wait for news from hin

On entering lus mansion, M de Tiéwille thought 1t would
be best for him to make tho first complamnt , so he sent one
of s servants to M de la Trémowlle with a letter, in which he
begged of um to eject the cardinal’s guaids fiom bhis house,
and to reprimand s people for theu audacity in making a
sortie against the kung’s musketeets But M de la Trémouwlle,
already prejudiced by s esqure, who, as we know was a
1elative of Bernajoux, rephed that it was nather for M de
Tiéville nor the musketeers to complain, but 1ather for hum,
whose people the musketeers had assaulted and whose mansion
they had endeavoured to burn  Now, as such an aigument
mght last a long time, M de Tiéville thought of an expedient
to terminate 1t quietly , and this was to go himself to M dela
Tiémouille

So he 1epaired 1mmediately to that nobleman’s mansion,
and caused himself to be announced

The two nobles saluted each other politely, for although there
was no fiilendship between them, there was mutual esteem

“Sn!” saxd M de Tréwlle, ““ we fancy that we have each
cause to complain of the other, and I have come to endeavour
to clear up this misunderstanding

T have no objection,” 1eplied M de la T1émoulle coldly,
“but I warn you that I have mnqured thoroughly into 1t,
and all the fault hes with your musketeers ™ ,

“You are too just and reasonable & man, sir,” sad De
Tréville, “ not to accept the proposition I am about to make
to you”
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“Maket, su I am hstenmg ”

“How 18 M Bemnajouy, vow esquuc’s relative ?

“Why, ar, very 1ll mndeed! In addition to the sword-
thiust i hus arm, wluch 15 not dangerous, he has received
another nght thiough lus lungs, of which the doctor speaks
very unfavourably ”

 But 18 the wounded man conscious ?

‘ Perfectly ”

“ Can he speak ?

“ Yes he can speak, but with difficulty ”

“Well, sir, let us go to him, let us adjure hun solemnly
to speak the tiuth I will accept um as judge in hi» own
cause, sir, and will believe what he says ™

M de la Tiémouille refiected for an istant, then, as it was
difficult to make a more reasonable proposition, agieed to 1t

Both enteted the chambet 1n which the wounded maun lay
The latter, on seemng these two noble loids enter lus 100m,
endeavoured to 1aise himself up m his bed, but he was too
weak, and, exhausted by the eflort, he fell back again almost
mscnsible

M de la Tiémoulle approached lum, and made lum nhale
some salty, which 1estored him to consciousness Then M
de Tiéville, unwilling Lo be acewsed of having influenced the
wounded man, requested M de la Tiémouulle to question lum
himself

What M de Tiéville had forescen happencd Placed be-
tween life and death, as Bernajoux was, he made no attempt
to conceal the truth , and he deseiibed to the two nobles the
affan exactly as it had taken place

This was all that M de Tiéville wanted , he wished Berna-
joux a speedy 1ecovery, took leave of M de la Tiémowlle
1etuined to s house, and immediately sent word Lo the four
fuiends that he awaited then company at dinner.

At the conclusion of dinner, toward six o’cloek, M. de
Théville announced that 1t was time to go to the Louvre , but as
the hour of audience granted by his Majesty was past, instead
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of asking for admittance by the back stairs, he waited with
the four young men m the ante-chamber  The king had not
yet 1eturned fiom hunting  Our young men had been warting
bately half an hour among the ciowd of courtiers, when all
the doo1s were thiown open, and his Majesty was announced

At this announcement D’Artagnan felt nmself trembhing
all over The imnstant which was now approaching would,
1n all probability, decide his future ife  His cyes, theicfore,
wete fixed 1n an agonized gaze upon the door through which
the king would pass

Tows XIII appeared, wallking ahead of lus suie, he was
m hunting costume covered with dust, weaing laige boots,
and had a whip in his hand At the fiist glance, D Artagnan
percerved that the king was in a bad humom

This disposition, so plainly visible in his Majesty, did not
prevent the courtiers fiom 1angmmg themsclves wheie they
could be seen by him as he passed In 10yal ante chambers,
1t 18 better to be looked upon with an angty eye than not
to be looked upon at all The three musketcers, theicfore,
did not hesitate to step forward, D’Aitagnan, on the con-
tiary, 1emained concealed behind them, but although the
king knew Athos, Poithos, and Aram.s personally, he passed
n front of them without speaking o1 looking—as 1if indeed he
had neva set eyes upon them before  As for M de Tréville,
when the king’s glance fell for an mstant upon him, he boie 1t
with such equanimity that 1t was the king who looked away,
after wlich lns Majesty entered his apartment, grumbhng

“Matters go but badly,” said Athos, smling, “and we
shall not be made kmghts of the order tlus time

¢ Wait heie ten munutes,” saad M de Tiéville, “and i,
at the eapiration of that time, you do not sce me come out,
return to my house, for 1t will be useless for you to wait for me
longer.”

The four young men waited ten minutes, a quarter of an
hour, twenty minutes , and, seeing that M de Tréville dud not
return, went away very uneasy 1n regard to the future.
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M de Tréville entered the king'’s closet boldly, and found
his Majesty m a very 11l humow, scated mm an arm-chan,
beating lus boot with the handle of is whip  This, however,
did not prevent his asking, 1in the most unperturbed manner,
after his Majesty’s health,

* Bad, sir,—bad ! I am bored ”

‘What ! Your Majesty 1s bored ! Have you not had good
hunting to-day ?”

“ Good hunting, wdeed, su '~ Upon my soul, everything
degenerates, and I don't know whether 1t 18 the game that
leaves no scent, ot the hounds that have no noses T shall
be obhged to give up hunting, as I have given up hawling
Ah'! Tam an unfortunate king, Monsieur de Tréville ! I had
but one gerfalcon, and he died the day hefore yesterday >

“ Indeed, sne, I comprehend yom vexation perfectly , 1618
& nusfortune, but I think you have still a good number of
falcons, sparrow-hawks, and tiercels ”

“ And not a man to nstruct them Falconers aie dymng
out , I know no one but myself who 13 acquamted with the
noble art of venciy If I had only the time to train pupils !
but there 18 the caidmal always at hand, who docs not leave
me a moment’s repose, who talks to me perpetually about
Spain, about Austita, about England ! Ah!' speaking of the
cardmal, Monsieur de Tiéville, I am vexed with you

This was what M dec Tréville was warting foo  He knew
the king of old, and he know that all these complaints were
but a preface,—a spur to encomrage himself,—and thet he had
now come to his poimnt at last

* And 1 what have I been so unfortunate as to displease
your Majesty *” asked M de Tréville, feigning the most pio-
found astonishment

“Is 1t thus you perform your office, sir ?” continued the
king, without directly replying to De Tréville’s question , *“1s
1t for this I appomnted you captam of my musketeers, that
they should assassinate a man, disturb a whole quarter, and
cndeavour to set fire to Pans, without your saying a woud ?
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But yet,” continued the king, “ no doubt I am too hasty in
accusing you , no doubt the uoters aie i pnson, and you
come to tell me justice 15 done

“ Sire,” replied M de Tiéville, calmly, ““ on the contrary I
come to demand 1t of you ™’

“ And against whom, pray ? " cned the king

‘ Agamst calummators,” said M de Tiéville

“Ah! this 18 something new,” 1ephed the king ° Ae
you gomg to tell me that your three musketeers, Athos,
Porthos, and Aramis, and your cadet fiom Béarn, did not
fall, hke funes, upon poor Bernajoux, and did not maltreat
him m such a fashion that probably by this time he 1s at the
pomt of death ? Are you gomng to tell me that they did not
lay siege to the mansion of the Duc de la Trémoulle, and that
they did not endeavour to burn 1t ?—Tell me, now, can you
deny all this ? ”

‘“ And who has told you this fine story, sue ?” asked De
Taéwille, quetly

“ Who has told me this fine story sir ? Who should 1t be
but he who watches while I sleep, who labours while I amuse
myself, who directs cverything at home and abroad—n
Europe as well as in France ?”’

“ Your Majesty must be speaking of God without doubt,”
saird M de Tréville, * for I know no one but God who can be
so far above your Majesty

“No, sir, I speak of the prop of the state—of my only
servant—of my only friend—of the cardmal ”

“ His Eminence 1s not his Hohness, sne *’

““ What do you mean by that, sir ? *

‘ That 1t 18 the Pope alone who 1s infallible, and that this
mfalhbility does not extend to the cardinals ’

“You mean that he deceives me—you mean that he be-
trays me? You accuse him, then ? Come, speak, confess
frankly that you accuse hum !

“ No, sire, but I say that he himself 18 deceived , Isay that
he 18 i1l informed , I say that he has hastily accused your
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Majesty s musketeers, towaids whom he 1s unjust, and that
he has not obtamed his infoimation fiom good sources *’

The accusation comes fiom M de la Tiémowlle—from
the duke limself What do you answer to that ? 7

I might answet, sne, that he 15 too decply interested mn
the question {o be a very impartial witness, but far fiom that,
site, I know the duke to be a loval gentleman, and I refer the
matter to him,—but upon one condition, sue ™

What 18 that 7

¢ It 1s that your Majesty will make hum come here, will
question him yowself, face to face, without witnesses, and
that I shall see your Majesty as soon as you shall have seen
the duke ”

What ! and jou will be bound,” cred the king, “by
what M de la Trémouille will say ? »

Yes, sire

You will abide by s yjudgment 2’

Catamly—I will ”

And you will submut to the 1eparation he may require ?

Certainly

La Chesnaye,” cued the king, “ La Chesnaye'”

Lows NI1II'’s confidential valet, who never left the door,
entered n answe to the summons

* La Chesnaye,” said the king, °‘let some one go instantly
and find M de la Tiémoulle, I wish to speak with him this
evening ’

Your Majesty gives me yowmr word that you will not see
anv one after M de la Tiémowlle until you see me ? *
Nobody—on the word of a gentleman ”

To-morrow then, sne ?
To-moriow, sir”’
At what o’clock may 1t please your Majesty ?
At whatsoever time you hke ”
* But I should be afraid of awakening your Majesty, if I
came 100 eaily ™
‘ Awaken me! Do you think I ever sleep? I no longer
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sleep, sir I sometimes dicam, that’s all Come, then, as
eatly as you like—at scven o’clock, but beware, if your
musketcers are ginlty

¢ If my musketcers are guilty, sie, the guilty shall be
placed 1n yom Majesty’s hands, and you can dispose of them
at yowm good pleasme Docs your Majesty 1equuze anything
further ? Speak, I am 1cady 1o obey ”

*No, s, no To-morrow, then, su,—to-moriow

““ Tull then, God preserve jour Majesty ”

However poolly the king might sleep, M de Tréwville slept
still worse, he had oideied his thiee musketecas and then
companion to be with lum at half-past six 1 the mormng
He took them with him, without assunng them o1 promising
them anjthing, and without concealing fiom them that then
favom, and even his own, depended npon a single throw of the
dice

VWhen they had 1eached the foot of the back stans, he
desucd them to wait  If the king was still nntated agamst
them, they should depart without bemg seen, if the king
consented to see them, they would only have to be called

On aiuving at the lkings puvate ante chamber, M de
Tiéville found La Chesnay ¢, who mformed him that they had
not been able t{o find M de la Tiémoulle on the preceding
evening at lis house, that he had come 1n too late to present
himself at the Louwvie, that he had only just appeared, and
that he was then with the king

This news was very agieeable o M de Tiéwlle, as he thus
became certain that no suggestion hostile to himself was
likely to rcach the king’s ear after M de la Tiémoulle had
made his deposition

In fact, ten minutes had scaicely passed before the door of
the lang’s closet opened, and M. de Tiéville saw M de la
Trémouille come out , the duke came séraight up to um and
saad

“M de Tréville, s Ma)esty has just sent for me to inquue
about the events which took place yesterday at my house
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I have told lum the truth, thati 1s to say, that the fault lay
with my people, and that I was ready to offer you my excuses
for them Since I have the good fortune to meet you, I beg
you to recerve them, and to consider me always as one of yow
frnends °’

* Duke ’ said M de Tiéville, “ T was so confident of your
loyalty that I did not wish any but you to defend me befoie
his Majesty I find that I have not been mistaken, and 1 am
gratified to think that there 1s still one man m Fiance of
whom 1t 1s possible to say, without being mustaken, what I
have said of you ”

“ That's well said,” sad the king, who had heard all
these compliments through the open door, “only tell hum,
Tréville since he wishes to be considered as yom fuend, that
1 al~o wish to be onc of lus, but he neglects me, that 1t 18
nearly three years since 1 have scen him, and that I never do
see lum unless I send for him  Tell him all this for me, for
these are things which a king cannot say himself

* Thanks, sire, thanks,” said M de la Trémouwlle, “ but
vour Majesty may be assured that 1t 13 not those—I do not
speak of M de Tiéwille—that 1t 13 not those whom you:
Majesty sees at all hours of the day who are the most devoted
to you ’

“Ah' you heard what I said ? so much the better, duke,
so much the better,” said the king, advanemg to the door
“Ah! that’'s you, Tiéville Wheie are your musketeers ?
1 told you the day before vesterday to bring them with you—
why have you not done so ?

¢ They are below, sue, and with your permussion La
Chesnaye will tell them to come up ”

“Yes, yes, let them come up unmediately, 1t 18 nearly
eight o’clock, and at mine I expect & vit. Go, duke, and
come again, I beg of you Come in, Tréwlle ”

The duke bowed and retired At the moment he opened
the door the three musketeers and D'Artagnan, led by La
Chesnaye, appeared at the top of the staircase
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* Come 1n, my braves,” said the king, “ come in, I have a
seolding for you ”

The musketeers advanced, bowing, D’Artagnan following
closcly behind them

“What 1s this T hear ?” continued the king, “ seven of s
Eminence’s guaids disabled by you four mn two days ! That’s
too many, gentlemen, too many ! If you go on so, s Enun-
ence will be obhiged to 1enew hus company in thiee weeks, and
1 to enforce the edicts to their fullest extent One, now and
then, I have no objection to, but seven 1n two days, I 1epeat,
1t 18 too many, 1t 1s fa1 too many ! ”

“ Therefore, sire, your Majesty sees that they aie come
qute contrite and 1epentant to offer you then excuses”

“ Quite contite and 1epentant ! Hem ! ” said the lung, “I
Place no confidence 1n their hypoentical faces, 1n particular,
there 13 one yonder with a Gascon face  Come here, s ”

D’Artagnan, who understood that it was to him ths
comphment was addressed, approached, assuming a most
despondent air

“Why, you told me he was a young man ? This 1s a boy,
Tiéville, a meic boy! Do you mean to say that 1t was he
who gave Jussac that severe thrust ?

‘ And those two equally fine thiusts to Bernajoux ”

“ Astomshmg ! ”

“Without 1eckoning,” said Athos, *‘that if he had not
rescued me fiom the hands of Cahusac, I should not now
have the honou of making my very humble reverence to your
Majesty

“Why tlus Béarnais 18 a very fiend! But Gascons are
always pooi, arc they not ?”

“ Sire, I must say that thoy have not yet discovered any
gold munes 1n thewr mountains, though that muracle 18 no
more than they deserve for the manner i1n which they sup-
ported the claims of the king, your father

“ Which means, that the Gascons made a king of me my-
gelf, seemng that I am my father’s son, does 1t not, Tréville ?
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Well, 1n good faith, I doni <av nay to it La Chesnaye, go
and see if, by rummagmng all mv pockets, you can find forty
pistoles , and 1if Jou finel them bung them to me  And now,
let us heas, voung man how all this came about
D’ Aitagnan thereupon 1clated the adventure of the preced-
myg day 1n all its details
“This 1s all very well,” mumured the king, “ yes, this 18
just the account the duke de la Tiémoulle gave me of the
affan  Poor cardinal ' seven men n two days, and those of
lus very best ! but that’s quite enough, gentlemen , please to
undeistand, that’s enough vou have taken yow 1evenge,
and even exceeded 1t , vou ought to be satisfied ™
¢ If yowr Majestv 18,” said Tiéville, © we are ™
* Oh, 3es, I am,’ added the king, taking a handful of gold
fiom La Chesnaye, and putting 1t into the hand of D’ Artagnan,
Here,” saxd he, 15 a proof of my satisfaction ™
At tlus penod, the ideas of pride which aie m fashion
om days dud not prevaill A gentleman ieceived money
dnectly fiom the king's hand and was not m the Ieast hunlk-
ated D’Artagnan put lus forty pistoles into Ius pocket
without any sciuple , on the contiary he thanked Ins Majesty
most heartaly
* There, * said the king, looking at a clock, ¢ theie, now, as
1t 18 half past eight, you may 1etue, for, as I told you, I
expect some one at mne Thanks for your devotion, gentle-
men I may continue to rely upon 1f, may I not 7
* Oh,sn ?” ened the four companions with one voice, “ we
would allow owsclves to be cut to pieces i your Majesty’s
smvice
Well, well, but keep whole, that will be bette1, and you
will be more useful to me Tiéwlle,” added the king, mn a
low voice, as the others were ietirng, “as you have no
room m yown musketeers, and as we have decided that an
apprenticeship 18 necessary before entering that corps, put
this young man 1n the company of guards commanded by
your brother-in-law, M des Essarts Ah' Zounds' I enjoy
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already the face the caidmal will make, he will be furxous_'
but I don’t care, 1 am doing what 15 11ght »

And the king waved Ius hand to Tiéville, who left him and
1ejomed the musketects, whom he found shaung the forty
pistoles with D’Artagnan

And the cardinal, as his Majesty had said, was funious so
furious that fo. a whole week he absented lmmself fiom the
king’s card-table

| D’ Artagnan 18 appownted by the hing to M des Essaris s
guards and not to the musheleers Ihs landlord M Bonacieur
wtnforms laum that dMadame Bonacienr has been Lidnapped by
the unknown man of Meung, at the instigation of the cardwnal,
as an accomplice wn a love intrigue between the Queen and the
English Dule of Buckingham D’ Artagran unerpectedly sees
the man of Meung in the sireet and gires chase ]

CHAPTER IV

D'ARTAGNAN'S CHARACTER UXNFOLDS

As Athos and Poithos had forseen, at the expnation of half
an hout D’Artagnan retmined He had once agamn mussed
the man of Meung, who had disappeared as if by cnchant-
ment D’Artagnan bhad run, sword m hand, through all
the neighbounng sticets, but had found nobody 1ecembhing
the person he was looking for Then at last he came back
to the point where he should perhaps have staited, which
was the door agamnst which the unknown was leaning At
this he knocked ten ot twelve times iunmng, but quite
uselessly, for no one answered, and some of the neighbours,
who had put ther heads out of ther windows, or weie
biought to their doors by the noise, assured him that the
house, all the doors and windows of which were tightly
closed, had been entirely umnhabited for six months
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. While D’Artagnan was 1unnming thiough the streets and
knoclung at doors, Aranus had joined his companions, so that
on 1etmning home D’Artagnan found his thice fiends
together

* Well 27 cnied the thiee musketeers, on seemng D’Aitagnan
enter with his biow covered with perspnation and his face
clouded with ange: .

* Well'” cued he, thiowing his swoid upon the bed,
¢ this man must be the fiend in peison—he has vamshed like
a ghost ”

““ Do you beheve 1n ghosts ? ” asked Athos of Porthos

“T never beheve m anything I have not seen, and as I
never have seen a ghost, I don’t beheve in them

‘At all cvents, man o1 fiend, body or shadow, illusion
ot reahty, tlhus man was born to be my 1wn, for lus fhght
has made us nuss a glorious adventuie, gentlemen, an adven-
tute by which thete weie a hundied mstoles, and peihaps
more, to be gamed ”

* How 13 that ?” cned Poithos and Aramus 1 a breath

Athos, preserving us usual mlence, contented humself with
questioning D’ Artagnan by a look

¢ Planchet,” said D’Artagnan, to his domestic, who just
then pushed s head thiough the half-open door in order to
catch some fragments of the conversation, “ go down to my
landloid, M Bonacieux, and tell hm to send me half a
dozen bottles of the Beaugency wine that I hike »

¢ Aha ! so you have full eredit with your landlord, have
you ? > asked Porthos

Yes,’ 1cphed D’Artagnan, “from this very day, and if

his wine 18 bad, we will send to nm for better

* I always said that D'Artagnan had the longest head of the
four,” said Athos, who, after having uttered this opimon, to
which D’Artegnan repled with a bow, immediately resumed
his habitual eillence.

“ But come, tell us what 18 at the bottom of all this ?”
asked Porthos
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“ Yes,” said Aramis, ‘ confide 1t to us, my dear fuend, un-
Jess the honour of some lady be concerned 1n this confidence ,
in that case you had better keep 1t to yourself

 Be reassuted,” 1cplied D’Artagran, ““ no one’s honour 18
Iikely to suffer fiom what I have to tell you”

He then told his friends, word for word, all that had passed
between him and s landloid, and how the man who had
carned off the wife of lus worthy landlord, the queen’s scam-
stress, was the same with whom he had had a difference at
the hostelry of the Jolly Miller

“Your adventure 1s not a bad one,” said Athos, after
having tasted the wine like a connoisseur, and ndicated by a
nod of s head that he thought 1t good, “ and fifty or sixty
pstoles may be got out of this good man Now, the only
thing to consider 13 whether these fifty or sixty pistoles aie
worth the risk of four heads ”

‘ But please to observe,” cued D’Aitagnan, * that thete 11
a woman 1n the affan, a woman canied off, 2 woman who 18
threatened, tortured perthaps, and all because she 1s faithful to
her mistiess ™

* Beware, D’Artagnan, beware,” said Aramis , ** you grow
a Iittle too Warm, 1n my opinion, about the faie of Madame
Bonacicux ”

‘Tt 18 not Madame Bonacieux about whom I am anxious.”
cried D’Artagnan, © but the queen, whom the king abandons,
whom the cairdinal peisecutes, and who sees the heads of all
her friends fall one after the other

“Why does she love what we hate most 1n the woild, the
Spamaids and the Enghsh 7

¢ Spain 18 her country,” rephed D’ Artagnan, “anditis very
natural that she should love the Spamsh, who are childien of the
same soil as herself As to the second reproach, I have heard
1t said that she does not Iove the Englsh, but an Enghshman ”

* Well, by my faith ! ”* said Athos, ‘we must confess that
ths Enghshman 18 worthy of being loved I never saw a
man with a nobler bearing ”

DTV D
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* Besides, the Duke of Buckingham dresses as nobody else
can,” smid Porthos ¢ Iwasat the Louvre the dav he scattered
his peails, and, zounds ! I picked up two that I sold for ten
pistoles each ™

*And did yowm landlmd,” asked Athos, “tell you,
D Aitagnan, that the queen thought that Buckingham had
been brought over to France by a forged letter ?

¢ She s afiaad s0 °

¢ Wait a minute,” sard Arams

“What for ?” demanded Poithos

‘ Goon I am tiving to 1ccall some circumstances ”

* And now T am convinced,” said D’Artagnan, ¢ that this
abduction of the qucen’s seamstiess 1s connected with the
events of which we ae speaking, and perthaps with the
presence of the Duke of Buckingham in Pans ”

“ The Gascon 1s full of 1deas,” said Porthos, with admuation

“T like to hear lum talk, * smid Athos, * s dialect amuses
me”’

“ Gentlemen,” cuied Aramus, “ listen to this

* Lasten to Aramis, ’ said hns three friends

“Yesterday I was at the house of a learned doctor of
theology whom I sometimes consult about my studies ”

Athos smiled

¢ He 1esides 1n a quiet quarter,” continued Arams, ““his
tastes and Ins profession 1equire 1t Now, at the moment that
I left his house—"

Here Avamns stopped

*“Well,” cried lus auditors, *at the moment you left his
house ? *

¢ This doctor has a miece,” continued Aranus, with con-
siderable hesitation

“ A mece ! has he ?” interrupted Porthos.

“This niece,” resumed Aiamis, “ comes sometimes to see
her uncle, and happened to be there yesterday at the same
time that I was, and I could do no less than offer to conduct
her to her carniage ”
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“Oh' oh! Then this mece of the doctor’s keeps a carnage,
does she ? 7’ intertupted Porthos

* Poithos,” replied Aianus, * I have already had occasion
to observe to you, morc than once, that you are very mdas-
creet

** Gentlemen, gentlemen,” ciied D’Aitagnan, who began to
catch a ghmpse of the outcome of the adventuie, * the matter
18 serlous, tiy if possible, not to joke Go on, Aranus, go
on ”

‘* All at once a tall, da1k man, with the manner of a gentle-
man—the same style as yows, eh * D’Artagnan ™

“ The same, perhaps,” said he

“ Poesibly,” continued Aramis—* came towards me accom-
pamed by five or s1x men, who followed at about ten paces
behind him , and, 1n the pohtest tone, ¢ Duke,’ said he to me,
‘and you, madame,’ continued he, addressing the lady, who
had hold of my arm—"

 The doctor’s niece ?

“ Hold your tongue, Porthos,” said Athos, “ you aie insup-
portable ”

“ ¢ Be so kind as 1o get into thns carmage, without offenng
the shghtest resistance, or making the least noise * ”

“He took you for Buckingham !’ cned D’Artagnan.

“T believe so,” replied Aramis

“ But the lady ? ™" asked Porthos

“ He took her for the queen ' ”” said D’Artagnan

“ Just so,” replhed Aramis

¢ The Gascon 18 the fiend lumself ' ”* cnied Athos, “nothing
escapes him

“ Of course,” saad Porthos, * Aramis 1¢ of the same height
and something of the foom of the handsome duke, but still
1t appears to me that the umiform of & musketeer—"

‘I wore a very large cloak,” said Aramis.

“ Well,” said Porthos, ‘“ X can understand that the spy may
have been decerved by your figure , but your face—"

“I had a very large hat on,” saad Aramma.
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“Oh!' ho!” cried Potthos, “ what a lot of precautions in
oider to study theology '

* Gentlemen, gentlemen,” said D’Artagnan, “do not let
us lose our fime m jesting, let us separate, and let us seek
the landloid’s wife, there lies the key to the intngue ™

¢ A woman m such a humble position ! do you beheve it,
D’Artagnan ? ” smd Porthos, contemptuously

“ She 18 goddaughter to La Porte, the confidential valet of
the queen Have I not told you so, gentlemen ? Besides, 1t
15 probable that her Majesty mtentionally sought, on this
occasion, such humble support Lofty heads can be seen
fiom a distance , and the cairdimal 1s fai-sighted ”

“Well,” said Porthos, “1n the first place make a bargain
with the landlord , and a good baigam, too

“ That’s useless,” said D’Artagnan, “for I beheve 1if he
does not pay us, we shall be well enough pmd by another
party

At this moment a sudden nowse of footsteps was heard
upon the staus, the door was thrown violently open, and the
unfortunate landlord 1ushed into the chamber 1n which the
council was bemng held

“Bave me' gentlemen' save me! * eried he  ““ There are
four men come to anest me, save me! for the love of heaven,
save me ! ”’

Porthos and Aramis rose

¢ One moment,” cuied D’Aitagnan, making them a sign to
teplace their half-drawn swoids, “one moment, on this
occasion we don’t need courage, we need prudence

* And yet,” ciuied Porthos,  we will not leave— '’

* You will let D’Artagnan act as he thinks proper,” said
Athos, “he has, I repeat, the longest head of us all, and
for my part I declare I obey him. Do as you think best,
D’Artagnan ”

At this moment the four gnards appeared at the door of the
antechamber, but seeing four musketeers standing with
swords at their sides, they hesitated to advance farther
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* Come 1n, gentlemen, come 1n, this 18 my apartment, and
we are all faithful se1vants of the king and the cardinal »

¢ Then, gentlemen, you will not oppose our executing the
orders we have recerved ? * asked he who appeared to be the
leader of the party

“On the contrary, gentlemen, we would assist you if 1t
were necessary

* What 1s he saying *” grumbled Porthos

“That you are a simpleton,’ said Athos, *hold your
tongue *’

“ But you promused me,” said the poor landloid, m a very
low voice

¢ We can save you only by bemng free ourselves,” replhied
D’Artagnan, m a low and humed tone, “and if we show
ourselves ready to defend you, they will arzest us with you ”

¢ It seems to me, all the same—"’

“ Come m, gentlemen ' come mn ! " called out D'Artagnan ,
I have no motive for defending the gentleman I saw him
to-day for the first time, and he can tell you the cncumstances
he came to demand the 1ent of my lodging Is not that tiue,
M Bonacieux ? Answer”

“ That’s the very tiuth,” cred the landlord, “ but the
gentleman does not tell you—"

“ Silence about me! silence about my friends ! ahove all,
silence about the queen, or you will rum everybody without
saving yourself,” whisperted D’Aitagnan ¢ Now, gentle-
men, come, take away this man!”

And D’Artagnan pushed the half-stupefied landload among
the guaids, saying to hm

“You are a mseily old tascal '—you comec to demand
money of me ? of a musketeer *—to prison with him , gentle-
men, take him to pnson, I say, and keep hum locked up as
Iong as possible—that will give me time to pay hum ”

The officers were full of thanks, and took away their prey.

Just as they were gomg down, D’Artagnan laid hus hand on
their leader’s shoulder.
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* Shall I not have the pleasure of duinking your heaith, and
vou mme ?”’ said D’Aitagnan, filling two glasses with the
Beaugeney wine which he had obtamed thiough the genetosity
of M Bonacienx
¢ It will be a gicat honour,” said the chief of the officers,
and I accept with gratitude
¢ Then to yours, sii,—wha{ 1s jour name ? ”

“ Bowsienard ™

* Monsicm: Boisrenard '™

“To youis, my good si1,—it 18 now your turn to acquamnt
me with jour name if you please ?

“D’Artagnan ¥

“To yous, Monsieur D’Artagnan ”

‘“ And above all otheis,” cned D’Aitagnan, as if caired
away by Ius enthusiasm, © to that of the king and the cardinal

The chief of the officezs would perhaps have doubted the
sincenty of D’Artagnan if the wine had been bad, but the
wine was good, and he was convinced

* Why, what villammy have you been up to now,” sad
Porthos, when the chief of the police had 1ejoined s com-
pamons and the four fmends weie left alone © Shame'!
shame ! for fouuw musketeets to allow an unfortunate wictch
who ctied out for help to be arrested 1n then midst Anda
gentleman to hob-nob with a baihff ' ”

¢ Porthos,” said Ainmis, ¢ Athos has already told you you
ate a simpleton, and I am quite of lus opinion  D’Aitagnan,
you ate a great man, and when you occupy M do Tiéville’s
place, I will come and ask jour influence to secure me an
abbey ™

¢ Well!' T am quite at a loss!” said Porthos, ¢ do yjou
applove of what D’ Avrtagnan has just done ? ”

* Zounds ' of course I do!'” said Athos, *“I not only
approve of what he has done, but I congratulate im upon 1t *

‘ And now, gentlemen,” said D’ Aitagnan, without stoppmg
to explamn his conduct to Porthos, * all for one, one for all,
that 13 our motto, 1s1t not *”
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“ And yet—" saxd Porthos

¢ Hold out your hand and swear ! ” cried Athos and Aramis
at the same time

Oveicome by example, giumbling to himself, Porthos
stretched out his hand, and the four filends repeated with gne
voice the formula dictated by D’Artagnan

*“ All fo1 one, one for all ”

“That’s well ' Now let every one 1etue to his own house,”
said D’Aitagnan, as if he had done notlung but command all
his hfe, and 1emember! from this moment we axe at war vath
the caidinal ”

[D’ Artagnan rescues DMladame Boracieur, and again meels
her with the Duke of Buckingham, whom she 1s conducting to @
secrel wnlerview with the queen The cardinal 15 nformed of
this interriew, and that the queen has guen the dule luele
dirmond studs whach have been a recent present 1o her from the
kwmg He sends Miludy, one of hs spies, to London to steul
two of the studs, and persuades the Ling io gwwe u yreut ball
and to request the queen io appear al the dance wearing the
diwmond sinds  Madame Bonucieuz giwes D’ Artagnan a ring
from the gueen, and charges him wnth the mission of warmng
the dule and of bringing buck the studs n time for the bull

CHAPTER V

THE PLAN OF CAMPAIGN

D’ARTAGNAN went straight to M de Tiéville’s mansion. He
believed that in a few minutes the caidinal would be warned
of what had passed between himself and Madame Bonacieux
by the cursed unknown, who appeared to be his agent, and he
rightly yjudged he had not a moment to lose.

The young man’s heart overflowed with joy. An opportu-
mty presented 1tself to him of gaiming both money and glory ;
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and this chance was moie than he would have daied to ask of
Piovidence

M de Tiéwille was m lns drawing-room with lns usual
following of gentlemen D’Artagnan, who was now well
known in the house, went stiaight to lus office, and sent
word to lum that he wished to sce lum upon an affan of
1mpos tance

D’Aitagnan had been theie scaicely five minutes when M
de Tiéville entered At the first glance, and by the joy which
was pamted on his countenance, the worthy captan plamnly
percerved that something fresh was on foot

All the way along D’Artagnan had been dehberating
whether he should place confidence mn M de Tiéville, o1
whether he should only ask him to give him a fice hand m
a seciet affair  But M de Tiéville had always been so per-
fectly filendly, had always been so devoted to the king and
queen, and hated the cardinal so cordially, that the young man
1esolved to tell im everything

‘ You have sometlung to say to me, my young filend ¥
said M de Trérille

* Yes, su,” said D’Artagnan, “ and you will pardon me, I
hope, for having disturbed you when jou know the import-
ance of my business ”

““Speak then, I am all attention

“It conceins nothing less,” said D’Aitagnan, lowering his
voice, © than the honour, perhaps the hfe, of the queen ”

¢ What arc you saymg?” asked M de Tréville, glancing
10und to sec 1f they were alone, and then fixing a scrutmsing
look upon D’ Artagnan

I say, sn, that chance has rendeied me master of a

~ecret—"

* Wluch you will keep, I hope, young man, with your hie.”

* But which I must mmpart to you, air, for you alone can
assist me in the mission I have just recerved from her Majesty.”

¢ Is this secret your own ?

* No, sir, 1t 18 the queen’s
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 Are you authorized by her Majesty to communicate 1t to
me ?”

“No, su, on the contiary, I am desired to pieserve the
profoundest secrecy *’

* Why, then, are you about to betiay it to me ? >

** Because, as I said, without you I can do nothing, and 1
was afraid that you would 1efuse me the favou: I have come
to ask, 1f you did not know for what purpose I asked 1t °’

“Keep your secret, young man, and tell me what you
destre »

‘I wish you to obtain for me, from M des Essarts, leayg.ei
absence for a fortmght.”

“When ?

¢ This very mght ”

“You are leaving Pans ¢

“Iam gong on a mission

“ Am I permutted to ask where ?

“To London

“Has any one an intcrest 1n pieventing your arrvér
theie ?

¢ The cardinal, I beleve, would give anything 1n the world
to hinder me from succeeding

* And you are going alone ? ”

“T am going alone

“In that case you will not get beyond Bondy 1 tell you
s0, by the word of De Tréville

‘“ How so, sir 27

¢ You will be assassinated

“ And I shall die 1n the performance of my duty.”

“ But your mussion will not be accomphshed ”

¢ That 1s true ' ” replied D’Artagnan

“ Beheve me,” continued Tréwille, *“1n enterprises of tius
Iind, four must set out, for one to arnve.”

“Ah! you are right, sr,” said D’Artagnan; *‘ but you
know Athos, Porthos, and Aramis, and you know whether I
can make uso of them ”
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“Without confiding in them the secict which I did not
desne to know ?”

We are swoin, once and for ever, to imphieit confidence
and devotion 1n face of all temptation  Besides, you can tell
them that you have full confidence 1n me, and they will not
be moie meredulous than you ”

“T can grant to cach of them leave of absence for a fort-
mght, that 1 all, 10 Athos, whose wound still gives hun tiouble,
to go to the wateis of Yoiges, to Porthos and Aramis to
accompany then filend, whom they aie unwilling to leave n
such pamnful circumstances Granting them leave of absence
will be proof enough that I authorze then journcy

* Thanks, s ' You are a hundied times too good ! ™

¢ Go and find them nstantly, and let all be done to-might
Ah ' but first wute your 1equest to M des Essarts Perhaps
you had a spy at your heels, and yowr wvisit—in that case
alieady known to the cardinal— will be thus made 1egular ™

D’ Artagnan drew up his request, and M de Trénille, on1e-
cewving 1t, assuted him that hefore two o’clock 1n the moining
the fow leaves of absence should be at the 1espective lodgings
of the tom tiavellers

* Rave the goodness to send mine to Athos’s 1esidence,™
said D’ Artagnan  “ [ fear that 1f [ weie to go home T mught
meet with some misadventure

‘I will Farewell! and a prosperous journey ! By the
way '’ said M de Tiéville, calling hum back

D’ Artagnan 1etmined

‘ Have you any money ?

D’Artagnan ungled the bag he had m his pocket

¢ Enough ? ” asked M de Tiéville

¢ Thirce hundred pistoles ”

¢ Excellent ! That would cary you to the end of the world.
Go, then ”

D’Artagnan bowed to M, de Tiéwille, who held out hus hand
to him D’Artagnan pressed it with a respect mixed with
gratitude  Since hia first arrival at Pans he had had constant
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occasion to honour this excellent man, whom he had always
found worthy, loyal, and great

His first visit was to Aramus, at whose house he had not
been since the famous ¢vening when he/had followed Madame
Bonacicux Indced, he had scldom seen the young mus-
keteer, but every time he had seen him, he thought he noticed
a deep sadness impuinted on his countenance

That evening also Aramis was sitting up, melancholy and
thoughtful D’Aitagnan asked a few questions about this
decp melancholy Aiamuis pleaded as lus excuse the 1e-
Lgious exercises with which he was wont to occupy his
leisute time

After the two friends had been chatting a few moments, one
of M de Tiéville’s servants entered, bringing a sealed packet.

““YVhat 18 that ?” asked Aramis

“ The leave of absence you asked for,” 1cphed the lackey.

“For me! I have asked fo1r no leave of absence ' ”

“ Hold yow tongue and take 1t,” smad D’Artagnan  *“ And
thete 1s a half-pistole for you, my friend, for yom trouble.
You will tell M de Tiéville that M Aianus 18 very much
obhged tohim Go "

Lhe lackey bowed to the ground and depaited

“ What does all this mean 7 ”* asked Aiamis

“ Pack up all you want for a fortmght’s journey and follow
me We start to-day for England ”

“ And what 1s the cause ? ” demanded Arams

 Oh, you'll know 1t some day, Aiams, but at present I
must 1mutate the discietion of the doctor’s niece ™

Aramis smiled as he remembered the tale he had related to
lus friends on a certain evening

“Well,” said he, I am 1eady to follow you You say we
are gomg—"

“To Athos’s house now, and if you will come, I beg you to
make haste, for we have already lost much time, By the way, -
mform Bazin

“ Will Bazin go with us ? ’ asked Aramis
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“Perhapsso At all events, 1t 18 best that he should follow
us now to Athos's

Arams called his servant Bazin, and having ordered hum to
jomn them at Athos s residence  “ Let us go,” said he, taking
his cloak, swoid, and his thiee pistols, at the same time
opening two o1 thiee dravwers to sce whether he could not
find a stray com ot two

When well assmed that such a search was supeifluous, he
followed D’Aitagnan, and both soon ainved at Athos’s
dwelling

They found him holding s leave of absence 1n one hand,
and M de Tréville’s note 1n the other

‘ Can you explain to me what this leave of absence and this
letter I have just 1eceived mean ?” said the astomshed
Athos

“My DEAR ATHOS I wish, smnce your health absolutely
requires 1t, that you should i1est for a fortmght Go and
take the naters of Foiges, or any that may be more agieeable
to jou, and get well as quickly as possible

* TREVILLE

“Well, this leave of absence and ilus letter mean that you
must follow me, Athos »

““To the waters of Forges *

“ There o1 elsewheie ”

¢ In the kg s service ?

‘Either the lang’s or the queen’s, are we not therr
Majesties’ servants 7

At that moment Porthos entered

“Zounds ! ” said he, “ here1s a queer thing ! Since when,
1 wonder, chd they grant men leave of absence m the
musketeers without 1ts being asked 1

“ Since the time,” said D’Artagnan, * they have had friends
who ask 1t for them ”

“Aha'” smd Porthos, “1t sppears there’s something
fiesh afoot 77
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“ Yes, we are gomg—" said Aramis

“G@Gomng! To what country ?” demanded Porthos,

“"Pon my word, I don’t know much about 1it,” said Athos.
“ Ask D’Artagnan heie ”

*To London, gentlemen,” said D’Artagnan

“To London'” cned Porthos, *“ and what on earth are
we going to do in London ?

“ That 18 what I am not at hberty to tell you, gentlemen
You must trust me

“ But 1n order to go to London a man should have some
money , and I have none ”

“ Nor 1,” said Aramis

““ Nor I,” said Porthos

““ Well, I have,” added D’ Artagnan, pulling out ns treasure
from his pocket, and placing 1t on the table * There are mn this
bag three hundied pistoles Let us each take seventy-five,
which will be quite enough to carry us to London and back
Besides, we may be sure that all of us will not reach London ™

f Whyso?”

“ Because, according to all probability, some of us will be
left on the 10ad >

“ What ! we are going upon a eampaign, 1t seems ? ”

“ Yes, and a most dangerous one I give you fair notice ”

‘“Ah! but smce we run the nsk of bemng killed,” sad
Porthos, “ at least I should hike to know what for ”

*“ Great good that will do you ! said Athos

“ And yet,” saxd Aramis, “T am somewhat of Porthos’s
opiion

“Is the king accustomed to give you reasons ? No. He
says to you very sumply ° Gentlemen, there 1s fighting going
on m Gascony or in Flanders, go and fight’, and you go.
Why ? You don’t even consider why.”

“ D’Artagnan 18 right,” said Athos; “ here are our three
leaves of absence, which came from M de Tréville. And here
are three hundred pistoles, which came from I don’t know
where So let us go and get killed where we aie told to go
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Is hife worth the trouble of so many questions ? D'Artagnan,
T am 1eady to follow jou '’

“ And L saxd Porthos

¢ And I, also,’ said Atamms  ‘“ And, indeed, I am not
souy to quit Pans I need distiaction ”

“ Well, you w1l have distiaction cnough, gentlemen, be as-
sured,” saud D’Artagnan

* And, now, when aze we to go 7> asked Athos

* Immediately,” 1eplied D'Artagnan, “we have nt &
minute to lose ”

“Hi1' Grmaud, Planchet, Mousqueton, Bazin ' ”* cuied the
four young men, calling their lackeys, “ clean my boots, and
fetch the horses ”

Planchet, Grimaud, Mousqueton and Bazin set off at full
speed

“ Now let us draw up the plan of campaign,” said Potthos.
 Where do we go first ?

* To Calass,” sa1d D’ Artagnan  ** That 1s the shortest road
to London ”

“Well,” said Porthos, ‘my advice 13 this—"

“ Speak—what 1815 ? "

“ Four men tiavelling together would be suspicious  D’Aat-
agnan will give cach of us Ius mstructions I will set out
fust, by the Boulogne road, Athos will sef out two hours later,
by that to Amiens  Aianus will follow us by that to Noyon
D’Artagnan will go by what 10ad he thinks best, in Planchet’s
clothes, while Planchet will follow us, dressed hike D’Artagnan,
m the uniform of the guards ™

“ Gentlemen,” said Athos, “ my opimon 18 that 1t 15 not
moper to allow lackeys 1o have anything to do with such an
affan A sceret mav, by chance, be betrayed by gentlemen,
but 1t 13 almost always sold by lackeys

 Porthos’s plan appears to me to be impracticable,” said
D’Aitagnan, “inasmuch as I do not know myself what
mstructions I can give you I am the bearer of a letter, that
is all T have not, and I cannot make three copies of that
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letter, because 1t 15 sealed We must then, 1t scems to me,
travel in company  Thus letter 1 heie, 1n this poeket,” and he
pointed to the pocket which contained the letter *“If I
should be killed, one of you must take it and continue the
journey If he 15 Lalled, 1t will be another’s turn, and so on
Provided one man arives, that 1s all that 1s necessary ”

“ Biavo, D’Artagnan ' yom opinion 1s mine,” cried Athos
“ Besides, we must be consistent I am gomng to take the
waters, you will accompany me Instead of taking the
waters of Foiges, I shall go and take sca-baths T am tiee to
doso If any one wishes to stop us, I will show ham M de
Tréwille’s leiter, and jou will show your leaves of absence
If we are attacked, we will defend ourselves If we are ex-
anuned, we will stoutly maintamn that we weie only anxious
to dip oursclves a certoan number of times m the sea  Thev
would have an casy time with four 1solated men, wheteas fom
men together make a t1oop  We will aim our fou: lackeys
with pistols and carbines If they send an army out against
us we will ginve battle, and the su1vivol, as D’Artagnan says,
will carry the letter

“Well said,” cried Aranns , “ you don’t ofien speak, Athos,
but when you do speak, you speak like an angel T agree to
Athos’s plan  And you, Porthos *

“Tagee to 1t, too,” said Porthos, ““1f D’Artagnan approves
of it D’Artagnan, being the bearc: of the letter, 1s of course
the leader in the enterpmse Let lhim decide, and we will
execute.”

“ Well,” sa1d D’ Artagnan, ““ I decide that we adopt Athos’s
plan, and that we set off in half an hour ”

‘“ Agrecd ! * shouted the three musketeers in chorus

And each one, putting his hand into the bag, took his
seventy-five pistoles, and made his preparations for starting
at the time appowmted
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CHAPTER VI
THE EXPEDITION

Ar two o’clock in the moimng, our four adventurers left
Pang by the St Demis gate  As long as 1t was daik they re-
mamed silent  In spite of themselves they felt the mfluence
of the darhness, and saw ambushes everywhere

VWath the first 1ays of the sun their tongues became loosened,
with day their galety revived

All went well as far as Chantilly, whete they arnived about
eight oclock n the moimng They needed breahfast, and
alighted at the doo1r of an mnn recommended by a sign 1epre
senting St Martin giving half lus cloak to a poor man  Tlhey
ordered the lackeys not to unsaddle the hoises and to hold
themselves 1n 1cadiness to set oft agamn immediatclv

Thev entered the public 10om and seated themselves at
table A gentleman, who had just anmved by way of
Dammattin, was scated at the same table, and was tahing his
breakfast He opened the, conversation by talling of the
1am and fine weathet The tiavellers 1eplied, he diank to
their good health, and the tiayelles 1etuined the compliment

But at the moment Mousqueton came to announce that the
horses were 1cady, and they were nsing fiom the table, the
stianger proposed to Porthos to dunk the caidinal s health
Po thos 1epled that he asked no better, 1f the stranger 1n his
tuin would dunk the king’s health The stianger cned that
he acknowledged no other king but s Emunence  Porthos
told him he w1s diunk, and the stranger drew Ihis sword

You have committed a prece of folly,” said Athos, butit

can t be helped There 18 no diawing back Xill your man,
and rejoin us as soon as you can ”

And all thiee mounted then horses and set out at a good
pace, while Porthos was promising to perforate lus adversary
with all the thiusts known 1n the fencing schools
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“ Theie goes one !’ cuied Athos, at the end of five hundred
paces

“But why did 1that man attack Poithos, 1ather than any
other of us ?” ashed Aramis

¢ Because Porthos was talkung louder than the 1est, and he
took him for the leader of the party,” saxd D’Artagnan

T always said that this young man from Gascony was a well
of wisdom,” murmuicd Athos

And the tiavellers contimued then 10ute

At Beauvais they stopped {wo houss, as much to bicathe
thear hor-cs a little as to wait fo1 Porthos At the end of the
two houis, as Porthos dud not come and they heard no news
of him, they 1esumed then jouiney

A league out fiom Beauvals, where the 10ad was confined
between two hugh banhs, they tell i with eight or ten men
who, taling advantage of the 10ad bemmg unpay ed n ths spot,
appeared to be employved m digging holes and malung muddy
1uts

Aianus, not wishing to soil s boots, addiessed themsharply
Athos wished to iestiain him, but it was too late Tho
labourers began to jeer at the travellers, and this pece of
msolence distmibed the equamnuty even of the cool Athos,
who mged his hoise on agamst one ot them

The men all immediately diew back to the ditch, fiom
which each took a concealed musket Oui seven tiavellers
thus found themsclies outnumbeied Aramns ieceived a
ball which passed thiough Jus shoulder, and Mousqueton
another ball which lodged mn the fleshy paits at the lower
portion of the back. Mousqucton alone fell f1om s hoise,
not because he was seveiely wounded, but not being able to see
the wound, he deemed 1t to be more seiious than 1t really was.

“It 18 an ambuscade'!” shouted D’Artagnan; “don’t
waste a shot ! forward ! ”

Arams, wounded as he was, seized the mane of his horse,
which carnied him on with the others Mousqueton's horse
rejomed them, and galloped by the side of lus compamons.

DTV T
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“ That horse will sexve us for a 1clay,” said Athos

“ I would rather have had a hat,” said D’Artagnan , * mme
was carried away by a ball By my faith, 1t 18 very tortunate
that the letter was not m 1t ™

“Yes, but they 1 kil poor Porthos when he comes up,”
said Arams

‘“ If Porthos were on his legs, he would have rejoined us by
this time,” sa1d Athos  * My opinion 1s, that when they came
to the point the diunken man proved to be sober enough

They continued at then best speed for two hours, although
the horses were so fatigued that 1t was feared they would soon
1cfuse to proceed

The travellers had chosen cross-roads, in the hope that they
might meet with less interiuption But at Cirevecceur Ara-
ms declared he could go no farther In fact, 1t 1equired all
the cowrage which he coneealed beneath his elegant form and
polished manneis to bear him so far  He giew paler every
minute, and they weie oblhiged to support hun on lis hoise
They hfted him off at the door of an 1nn, left him with Bazin
who was more embarrasing m a sknnush than useful and set
forwaid agam n the hope of sleeping at Amiens

“Zounds ! ” said Athos, as soon as they were agamm m
motion, ‘“‘1educed to two masters and Gumaud and
Planchet ! But I won’t be then dupe, I will answer for 1t, I
will neither open my mouth nor draw my swoid between here
and Calais I swear by—"

‘ Let us waste no fime 1 sweanng,” said D*Artagnan, “ let
us gallop, if om horses are willing

And the tiavellers buned then rowels m then hoises’
flanks, who, thus wvigorously stimulated, recovered their
cneagy  They minved at Amiens at madmght, and ahghted at
the Golden Ialy mnn

The host appeared to be as honest a man as any on earth
He 1ccerved the travellers with his candlestick in one hand and
g cotton mght-cap mn the other He proposed to lodge the
two travellers each m a chaiming chamber, but, unfortunately,
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these charmmng chambers weie at the opposite extienmities ot
the mmn, and D’Artagnan and Athos declined them The
host rephed that he had no other worthy of then Excellencies,
but the travellers declared they would sleep in the common
chamber, each upon a matticss, stictched upon the floor.
The host insisted, but the trarellets weie fizm, and he was
obliged to comply with their wishes

They had just prepared then heds and barncaded their
door within, when someone n the comtyard knocked at the
shutter = They demanded who was there, and, upon
1ecognizang the voices of then lackeys, opened the shutter

It was, 1n fact, Planchet and Gumaud

“ Grimaud can take caie of the horses,” said Planchet , “1if
you are willing, gentlemen, T will sleep across yow doorway,
and you will then be ceitamn that nobody can disturb
you”

“ And what will you slcep upon ?” said D’Artagnan

“ Here 3s my bed,” 1ephed Planchet, producing a bundle of
stiaw

¢ Come,” said D’Artagnan, “ you aie nght Mine host’s
face does not please me at all—t 1s too cavil by half ”

* Nor me either,” said Athos

Planchet got in thiough the window, and installed himself
across the doorway. while Giimaud went and shut himself up
m the stable, undertaking that, by five o’clock m the morning,
he and the four hoises should be roady

The mght passed off quietly ﬁfgh " About two o’clock 1n
the morming, to be swie, somepody ‘endeavoured to open the
door  But as Planchet anoke 1n an mstant, and ciied  Who
18 there ?” this person 1cphed he was mstaken, and went
away

At four o’clock 1n the morning, a termble noise was heard
n the stables Grimaud had tned to waken thestable-boys,
and the stable-boys were beating huim  When thq% was
opened the poor lad was seen lymng senseless, with s head
spht open by a blow from a fork-handle.
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Planchet went down into the yard, and procceded 10 saddle
the horses  But the horses weie all nsed up  Mousquelon’s
hoise, which had tiar dlled for five o1 s1x hours without a 1ider
the day before, alone might have been ablo to pursue the
jomney  But, by an unaccountable mistake, a veteumnary
surgeon, who had appaiently been sent for to bleed one of the
host 3 horses, had bled Mousqueton's

This began {o be annoying Al these successive aceidents
weie, pethaps, the result of chance, but they might, qute as
probably, be the outcome of a plot  Athos and D’Aitagnan
went out, while Planchet was sent to mqune 1f thiee horses
could be bought mn the neighbowhood At the door stood two
hoises, fiesh, stiong, and fully equpped These were just
what they wanted He asked wheie then owneis were, and
was informed that they had passed the mght n the mnn, and
wete then settling with the master

Athos went in to pay the reckonmg, while D’ Aitagnan and
Planchet stood at the sticet-door  The host was m a low
room at the back, into which Athos was ushered

Athos entered without the least mistiust, and took out two
pistoles to pay the bill  The host was alone, scated before s
de-k one of the diawers of which was partly open  He took
the money which Athos offered lum, and, aiter turming and
turning 1t over and over 1n his hands, suddenly cried out that
1t was bad, and that he would have him and his companions
ariested as counterferters

“You scoundiel '” cried Athos, stepping towards him,
“111 cut your cais off t

But the host stooped, took two mistols from the half-open
diavwei, pointed them at Athos, and called out for help

At the same instant fomr men, aimed to the teeth, cntered by
side doors, and rushed upon Athos

“Y am taken!” shouted Athos with all the power of s
lungs, “ Go on, D’Artagnen ' sput, spur ! * and he fired two
pistols

D’Artagnan and Planchet did not reqrune to be twice
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bidden They unfastened the two horses that weie warting
at the door, leaped upon them, buued their spurs n their
sides, and set off at full gallop

“Do you hknow what has become of Athos ?” asked
D’Artagnan of Planchet, as they galloped on

“ Ah, sir,” said Planchet, “ I saw one fall at each of his shots,
and he appeated to me, thnough the glass doo1, to be fencing
with the others ”

“ Biave Athos!” mmmued D’Artagnan , ““ and to thmk
that we must Jeave him, while the same fate awmts us, perhaps,
two paces hence ! Forward, Planchet, foiward' You are &
biave fellow '™

“bDid not I tell you, sn,” replied Planchet, “that we
Picards prove om value by use ? Bemdes, T am 1n my own
couniry hete, and that puts me on my mettle ”

And both, by fieec use of the spur, aruved at St Omer
without diawing budle At St Ome:r they bicathed therr
hoises with then budles passed under then aums, for fear
of acaident, and having caten a hasty morsel standing in the
10ad, they sct off agam

At a hundiced paces fiom the gates of (alais, D’.\ilagnan’s
horse sank under lum, blood was flowing from both 1ts cyes
and 1ts nose, and every effort to get 1t up agan failed.
Theie siill 1emained Planchet’s hoise, but 1t had stopped
short, and could not be peisuaded to move

Fortunately, as we have said, they were within a hundied
paces of the city They left their two horses upon the high-
way, and 1an towards the poit Planchet called lus master’s
attention to a gentleman who had just arnived with lus lackey,
and who was about fifty paces ahead of them

They made all haste to come up with this gentleman, who
appeared to be 1n a great hurry  His boots were covered with
dust, and he was asking whether he could cross over to England
mmediately.

* Nothing would be mo1e casy,” said the captaimn of a vessel
which was ready to set sml, “but tlns mormmng an order
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arrived that no onc should be allowed to cross without
express permussion fiom the caidmal ”

“I have that pernussion,” said the gentleman, drawing a
peper fiom his pocket, ™ here 1t 18 ”

“Have 1t signed by the goveinor of the port,” said the
captam, ““ and give my boat the pieference

“ Whete shall I find the governor ? ”

*“ At lus country-house

“ Where 18 that situated ? »

“ A quaiter of a league fiom the city Look, you may
see 1t fiom here—at the foot of that Lttle hill, that slated
100f

“* Very well,” said the gentleman

And, with his lackey, he staited for the governor’s country-
house

D’Aitagnan and Planchet followed the gentleman at a
distance of five hundied paces

Once outside the city, D’Artagnan quckly overtook the
gentleman, as he was enteung a hitle wood

“ 8u,” sa1d D’ A1 tagnan, “ you appear to bein great haste ?

* No one can be more so, sut ”

“1am sony for that,” said D’Artagnan , * for, as I am n
great haste lthewise, I was going to beg you to do me a
setvice ”’

“What serviee ?

“To let me go first

¢ Imposaible,” said the gentleman “ I have travelled sixty
leagues m forty-four hours, and by to-morrow at mud-day I
must be in London »

* I have performed the same distance imn forty hours, and
by to-morrow at ten o’clock mn the morming I must be m
London

“Very sorry, mir, but I was here first, and will not go
second

I am sorry, too,sn , but I arnved second and wall go first.”

“ The Jang’s service ! ™ said the gentleman
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“ My own service ' ” said D’Artagnan

“ It seems to me you aie seeking a needless quarrel.”

“ Zounds ' what did you expect 1t to be 2

“ What do you want ? *'

“ Would you like to Lnow 7 *

“ Certamly ”

‘ Well, then, I want that order of which you aze the bearer,
seeing that I have none and must have one ”

“You must be joking, I presume

“ I never joke

 Let me pass! ™

* You shall not pass »

“I will blow out your bramms my fine young fellow. Hi,
Lubmn ' my pistols ! *

‘ Planchet,” called out D’Artagnan, “ take care of the
lackey I will manage the master ”

Planchet, emboldened by his first exploit, sprang upon
Lubin, and, being stiong and vigorous, he soon got hum on his
back, and placed s knee on Ins chest

“ Glo on with your job, si1,” cuied Planchet, “I have fimshed
mine ”

Seemng this, the gentleman drew his sword, and sprang upon
D’Artagnan, bub he had to deal with a tough customer

In three seconds D’Artagnan had wounded him three times,
exclaiming at each thrust

“ One for Athos ! one for Porthos ! and one for Aranus !’

At the thud thrust the gentleman fell like a log

D’ Artagnan beheved lum to be dead, or at least msensible,
and approached him for the purpose of taking the ordet
But at the moment he stretched out his hand to search for it,
the wounded man, who had not dropped s sword, pucked
him in the breast, crying

“ And one for you!”

 And one for me! the best for the last ! ” cried D’Artag-
nan, 1n a rage, naling hum to the earth with a fourth thrust
through his body.



72 THE THREE MUSKETEERS [cw

This fime the gentleman closed lis eyes and fainted
D’Artagnan scarched lus pockets, and took fiom one of them
the o1de: fo1 the passage It was i the name of the Comte de
Waides

Then, casting a glance on the handsome young man,
scaicely twenty-five 3 cars of age, whom he was leaving lying
there unconscious and perhaps dead, he uttered a sigh over
that unaccountable destiny which leads men fo destroy one
another fou the inteiests of stiangers to whom then very
existence 18 often unknown

But he was soon roused fiom these 1eflections by Lubin,
who uttered loud cnes, and scicamed for help with all lus
might

Planchet giasped him by the {hioat, and piessed as haid as
he could

¢ Su,” said he, “ as long as I hold hym m this manrer, he
can't c1y, I'll be bound  But as soon as I let go, he will howl
agam as loud as ever I have discovered that he’s 2 Norman,
and Normans aie obstmate

In fact, tightly held as he was, Lubin still contrived to make
a noisc

¢ Wait ! ” said D’Artagnan, and, taking out lus handke:-
chef, he gagged ham

¢ Now,” said Planchet, “ let us bind hum to a tree ’

This being propeily done, they diew the Comte de Wardes
close to hus servant , and as night was appioaclung, and as the
wounded man and the bound man were both at some hittle
distance within the wood, 1t seemed certain they would
1emain there till the next day

¢ And now,” said D’Artagnan, “ to the governor’s house »

But you scem to be wounded,” smid Planchet

* Oh, that’s nothing ! Let us despatch what 15 most press-
ing first, and we will attend to my wound afterwards , bemdes,
1t does not feel hke & very dangerous one

And they both set forward as fast as they could towards the
worthy governor’s country-seat
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The Comte de Waides was announced

D’Attagnan was intioduced

“ You have an order siened by the caidinal *

“ Yes, su,” 1cphed D’Aitagnan, “here it 15”7

* Ah, 1t 18 quite regular and exphct,” said the governor.

“ Certainly 1t 1s,” said D’Artagnan, “I am one of his most
faithful servants

“It appears that his Emimnence 18 anxious o prevent some
one from 1eaching England ? ”

“Yes, a certain D’Artagnan, a Béarnese gentleman. who
left Pans 1n company with thiee frnends of s, with the
intention of going to London ’

¢ Do you know him personally ? ”* asked the governor

“Whom ?”

¢ This D’Artagnan

“ Oh, yes, perfectly well ”

“ Describe him to me, then

“ Nothing mo1e easy ”

And D’Artagnan gave, feature for feature, a description of
the Comte de Wardes

‘“ Has he any one with im ?

“ Yes, a lackey named Lubin ”

* We will keep a sharp look-out for them And if we lay
hands upon them, his Eminence may be assured they shall be
sent back to Pans under a strong escort ™

¢ And by doing so, sir,” said D’Artagnan, * you will earn
the cardinal’s gratitude ™

“ Will you see hhm on your return, count ? ”

* Certainly I shall

“ Tell him, I beg you, that I am his humble scivant ™

“T shall not fail

And, dehghted with this assurance, the governor signed the
passport and dehvered 1t to D’Artagnan, who lost no time 1n
useless comphments, but thanked the governor, bowed, and
departed.

Once out, he and Planchet set off as fast as they could, and,
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bv teking a cncmtuous road, avoided the wood, and re-
enteied the city by another gate

The vessel was quite ready to sail, and the captain waiting
on the wharf

“Well ?” said he, on peirceiving D’Artagnan

¢ Here 1s my pass, signed,’ said the latter

* And that other gentleman ?

¢ He will not go to-day,” said D’Artagnan, * but here, T'll
pay you for the two of us ”

In that case we wll be gone,” said the captain

‘ Yes, as soon as you please, * 1eplied D’Artagnan

He leaped, wath Planchet, into the boat  Five munutes later
they wete on board And 1t was time, for they had sailed
scarcely half a league when D’ Artagnan saw a flash and heard
a 1epoit—it was the cannon wluch announced the closing of
the harbow

It was now time to look to s wound Fortunately. as
D’Aitagnan had thought, 1t was not very dangerous 'The
pont of the sword had stiuck a 11b, and glanced along the bone
Besides his shurt had stuck to the wound at once, and he had
lost but very hittle blood

But D’Artagnan was wown out with fatigue A mattiess
was lad upon the deck for lum , he thiew himself upon 1t, and
fcll fast asleep

At break of day they were still thiee or four leagues fiom
the coast of England The biceze had been hight duing the
mght, and they had made but hittle progress

At ten o’clock tho vessel cast anchor in the harbour of
Dover, and at half-past ten D’Artagnan placed his foot on
English soil, c1ymg

“Heie Iam at last ! »

But thers was still work to do : they had to get to London.
In England the post was well served. D’Artagnan and
Planchet took post-horses, a postilion rode before them, and
m fnu hours they were at the gates of the capital

D’Artagnan did not know London, he did not know one
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word of English, bt he wiote the name of Buckingham on a
prece of paper, and every one to whom he showed 1t pomted
out to lmm the way to the duke’s palace

The dukc was at Wind=or hunting with the lking

D’ Aitagnan mmquued for the duke's confidential valet, who,
having accompamied lim m all Ius travels, spoke French
perfectly  He told thns valet that he came fiom Pans, on an
affan of hfe and death, and that he must speak with his
master mstantly

The conhdence with which D’Aitagnan spoke convinced
Patiick, which was the name of the minister’s servant  He
oirdered two horses to be saddled, and himself went as the
young guairdsman’s gmide Planchet’s strength had by this
time become exhausted, and he was hfted from s horse as
stiff as a stake D’Artagnan scemed made of iron

On then armval at the castle they mmquired for the duke,
and learned that he was hawking with the king in the marshes,
two or thice leagues away

In twenty minutes they were at the place designated, and
Patuick soon caughs the sound of lis master’s voice recaling
his falcon

‘ Whom shall I announce to my Lord Duke ?” asked
Patiick

* The young man who one esvening sought a quarrel with
him on the Pont Neuf, in Pans

Rather a singular ntroduction

¢ You will find that 1t 1s as good as any other

Patnick galloped off, reached the duke, and announced to
lum 1n these very woids that 2 messenger awaited him.

Buckingham at once 1emembered the cucumstance, and
suspecting that the mews now brought to lm concerned
something which was going on mn France, he took only time
to mqure where the messengor was, and, recogmsing at a
distance the umform of the guaids, he put s horse mto a
gallop, and rode strmight up to D’Artagnan  Patrick kept
discreetly in the backgiound

i)
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“Has any nusfortune happened to the queen ?” crred
Buckingham

“J bcheve not Neveitheless, I believe she 18 1n some
gteat perdl from wlich your grace alone can extncate
her ”

“I°” ened Buckmmgham ¢ Whatis it * X should be but
too happy to 1ender her any service! Speak! speak!”

“ Take this letter,” said D’ Artagnan

“This letter ! From whom does thus letter come ?

“ Fiom her Majesty, I believe ”

“Thom het Majesty !V swd Buckingham, becoming so pale
that D' A1tagnan feared he was gomg to be 1ll—and he noke
the seal

© What 18 this 1ent ?” said he, showing D’Artagnan a
place wheie 1t had been prerced through

“Ah!” said D’Artagnan, “ I did not notice that , 1t must
have been the Comte de Wardes’s sword made that fine thrust,
when he ran it into my breast "

* Are you wounded ? asked Buckingham, as he opened the
letter

* Oh!' nothing,” said D’Artagnan, “only a scratch ”

“ Just heavens' what doI1cad ? ” euied the duke * Pat-
nck, remain here, or rather join the king, wherever he may be,
and tell lus Majesty that I humbly beg lum to excuse me, but
an affair of the greatest importance calls me to London

Come, sir, come ! and both set off toward the capital at full
gallop

CHAPTER VII
D’ARTAGNAN IN LONDON

As they rode along D’Artagnan informed the duke of all the
facts known to limself From these, added to his own recollec-
tions, he was enabled to form a pretty exact 1dea of the serious
state of things, which the queen’s letter, short and vague as 1t
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was, conveyed to lum  But what astomshed lum most was,
that the cardinal, who was so deeply mterested 1n preventing
this young man from sctting foot in England, had not succeeded
1n stopping him on the 10ad  On the duke ~ expiessing this
astouishment, D’ Aitagnan told him of the precautions taken,
and how, thanks 1o the deyotion of lus thiee friends, whom he
had left behind bleeding at difleient pomts on the 10ad, he
had succeeded 1n getting off with the swoird-thiust, wlich had
prerced the queen’s lettel, and for wlich he had 1epaid M de
Waides in such teruble fashion  While he was hstening to
this account, which was delhivered with the gicatest sumphaity,
the duke looked fiom time to tune at the young man with
astonishmeni, as though he could not compichend how so
much prudence, courage, and devotion could be displayed by
a youth obviously not vet twenty years of age.

The horses went hike the wind, and mn a few moments they
were at the gates of London D’Aitagnan mmagmed that on
arving m ihe city the duke would slacken lus pace, but he
did not wn the least He hept on at bicakneck speed,
heedless of upsetting those who stood mn s way As a
matter of facl, i crossing the aty two o1 three accidents of
this kind did occur But Buckingham did not even tuin s
head {o sce what became of those he had knocked down
D’Aitagnan followed him amudst cues which very much
1esembled curses

On entenng the comt of s palace Buckingham sprang
fiom b1y horse, thiew the bndle on 1its neck and sprang up the
staircase  D’Artagnan did the same

The duke walked so fast that D’Artagnan had some trouble
mn keeping up with im He passed thiough scveial apait-
ments fuinished with an elegance unknown mn Iiance, and
arnved at length 1n a bed-chamber which was a muacle both
of taste and of splendour 1In the alcove of this chamber was
a door, made 1n the tapestry, which the duke opened with
& small gold key suspended from s neck by & cham of the
same metal D’Artagnan remamned discreetly behind But
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Buckingham, at the moment that he passed through the door,
turned round, and sceing the young man’s hesitation—

“ Comemm ! comem ! ” cued he, * and if you have the good
fortune to be adnutted to her Majesty’s presence, tell her
what you have seen ”

Encouraged by tlis mvitation, D’Artagnan followed the
duke, who closed the door after him

The 100m contamed a hfc-size portrait of the queen, and
beneath 1t was the casket contaming the diamond studs

* Here,” said he, diawing fiom the casket a large bow of
blue nibbon all spaikling with diamonds, * here,” said he,
‘“ are the precious studs which I had taken an oath should be
buuied with me The queen gave them to me, the queen takes
them from me  Her will be done 1n all things ”

Then he kissed the studs with which he was about to part.
All at once he utteicd a termble cry

“ What 15 the matter ?” exclaimed D’Artagnan anxiously,
“what has happened to you, miload ?

““All 15 lost ! all 15 lost !> ened Buckingham, twining as
pale as death, * two of the studs arec missing ! therc aie but
ten of them left ' ”

¢ Can you have lost them, nulord, or do you think they
have been stolen ? ™

* They have been stolen ! replied the duke, * and 1t 18 the
cardinal who has dealt me this blow See, the ribbons which
held them have been cut with scissors

“If milord suspects they have been stolen—perhaps the
person who stole them still has them >

¢ Let me think,” said the duke * The only time I wore
these studs was at a ball given by the king a week ago at
Windsor The Comtesse de Winter, with whom I had had a
quarrel, became reconciled to me at the ball That reconciha-
t1on was a jealous woman’s vengeance. I have never seen her
since The woman 1s an agent of the caidinal’s **

“Why, then, he has agents all over the world ! ” cred
D’Artagnan
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‘ Yes, yes, said Buckingham, gnashing his teeth with 1age,
“he 18 a ternble antagomist ! But when 1s the ball to take
place ?

¢ Next Monday ”

¢ Next Monday ! Tive days yot, that’s more time than we
need Patnck'!” cned the duke, opeming the door of the
chapel, * Patnick!”

His confidential valet appeared

¢ My jeweller and my sceretary ™

The valet went out with a promptness and silence that
showed he was accustomed to obey bhndly and without 1eply

But, although the jeweller had been summoned fist, 1t was
the secretary who first made lis appcarance He found
Buckingham scated at a table in lns bed-chamber, wmting
ordeis with his own hand

“ Master Jackson, * said he, * go instantlv to the loid chan-
cellor and tell hum that T desite lum to execute these orders
I wish them to be pubhshed immediately °

¢ But, yom Grace, if the Jord chancellor questions me about
the motives which may have led your Grace to adopt such an
eatiaoidmary measure, what reply shall I meke ?”

“ That such 13 my pleasure, and that I am 1esponsible fo1
my wishes to no man”

‘Wil that be the answer,” rephed the secretary, smuling,
“ which he must transmit to lus Majesty, if, by chance, his
Majesty should have the cuniosity to inquire why no vessel 1s
to leave any of the ports of Great Britain *

“You are mght, Master Jackson,” rephed Buckingham.
“ He will say, in that case, to the king, that I am detexmmed
on war, and that this measure 18 my first act of hostihty
against France

The secretary bowed and retired.

“We are safe on this sde,” said Buckingham, turning
towards D’Artagnan  ‘‘ If the studs are not yet gone to Pans,
they will not arrve tall after you ”

*“ How so, milord ? ™
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¢ T have just placed an embaigo on all vessels at present in
Ius Majesty’s poits, and, without specal permission, not one
will daic 1aise an anchot

D’Artagnan was lost mn astomshment at the unhmited
pow e enjoved by Buckingham, and was still pursuing this t1ain
of 1 flection when the goldsmith enteted  He was an Inshman
one of 1he most shilful of Ius c1aft, who himself confessed that
he zamned a hundied thousand pounds a year by the Duke of
Buchingham

Master O’Reslly,” said the duke to him, leading him into
the puvate chamber, “look at these diamond studs, and tell
me what thev ate worth aplece ”’

The goldsnuth cast a glance at the elegant manner m which
they were set, calculated, one with another, what the diamonds
wete worth, and 1ephed without hesitation—

‘ Tifteen hundred pistoles each, your Grace ™

“How many days would 1t 1equue to make two studs
exactly hike them * You sce theie aie two wantng

¢ A week, your Ghace

* I will g@ive you three thousand pistoles each, 1f I can have
themn by the day after to-morrow ”

¢ Your Giace, you shall have them *

You ate a jewel of a man, Master O'Reilly  But that 1s
not all These studs cannot be tiusted to anybody The
nevw oncs must be made m tlus palace ™

‘ Imposuible, yow Grace, there 18 no one but myself who
can make them so that the new may not be distinguished from
the old ”

‘ Theiefore, my dear Master O'Reilly, you are my pnsoner,
and <hould you wish to leave my palace now, you cannot,
o malke the best of 1t Name to me such of your workmen as
you stand in need of, and pont out the tools they must
bung »

The goldsmith knew the duke , he knew all remarks would
be useless, and instantly made up huis mind

¢ May I be permitted to inform my wife ? * seid he
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“ You may even see her 1f you hke, my dear Master O'Reilly
Your captivity shall be mild, be assuied, and as every
nconvenience deserves its compensation, hete 18, 1n addition
to the puce of the studs, an order for a thousand pistoles, so
that you may foiget the annoyance I am causing you ’

D’Artagnan could not overcome the surpnse created 1n him
by this mimster, who in so open-handed a mannca played
with men and nulhons

The goldsmith accordingly wrote to hs wife, sending he:
the order for the thousand pistoles, and charging her to send
him 1n exchange s most skilful apprentice, an assortment of
diamonds, of which he gave the names and the weights, and
the nceessary tools

Buckingham led the goldsmith to the chamber destined for
him, which, at the end of half an hour, was transfoimed 1nto
a wortkshop Then he placed 2 sentinel at each doo1, with an
order to adnut nobody, upon any pietence, but lis valet,
Patrick It 1s scarcely necessary to add that the goldsmmth,
O’Reilly, and s assistant, were prohibited from going out on
any account

This pont settled, the duke turned to D’Artagnan

* Now, my young friend,” said he, *“ England 1s all our own
What do you wish for ? What do you desire ?”

“A bed,” 1ophed D’Artagnan “I confess that 1s at
present what I stand most in need of ”

Buckingham assigned D’Aitagnan a chamber adjoining s
own

An hour later the ordinance was published 1n London that
no vessel bound for Fiance should leave the ports—not even
the packet-boat with letteis  Everyone concluded that this
was a declaration of war between the two kingdoms

Two days later, by eleven o’clock, the two diamond studs
were fimshed, and they were such perfect imtations, so
exactly hke the others, that Buckingham could not tell the
new from the old, and the most practised in such matters
would have been as completely decerved as he was,

DTM F
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He immediately called D Artagnan

¢ Here,” said he to lum, ¢ a1e the diamond studs that you
came to fetch , and be my witness that I have done all that
human power could do ”

* Rest assured, milord I will tell what I have seen
But does your Giace mean to give me the studs without the
casket ? 7

* The casket would only encumber you You will say that
I keep 1t ”

“T will petform your commssion word for word, milord

And now,” 1esumed Buckingham, looking earnestly at
th~ voung man, “ how can I posably requite you ?”

D’ Aitagnan coloured up to the eyes  He saw that the duke
was seatching for some means to make him accept some-
thing, and the 1dea that the blood of himself and his filends
was about to be paid for with English gold was stiangely
1epugnant to him

Lot us understand each other, nulord,” rephed D’Aiatag-
nan, ¢ m order that there may be no mustake I am 1n the
se1vice of the king and queen of Fiance, and form part of
the company of M des Essart+’s guards, who, as well as his
biother-in-law, M de Tiév lle, 13 particulaily attached to then
Majesties  And truly, at this moment, when there 18 question
of wai, I confess to you that I sce in yom Grace only an
Englichman, and, consequently, an encmy, whom I should
have much greater pleasme i mceting on the field of battle
than in the park at Windsor or the corndors of the Louvie
All which, however, will not prevent me fiom executing my
commission 1n every pomt, ¢ fiom laymg down my Lfe, if
there be need, to accomplish 1t, but there 1s nothing n all
this for which yom Girace—personally—should thank me ”

* Ve say, ¢ Proud as a Scotchman,’ ’* murmured the duke of
Buckingham

*“ And we say, ¢ Proud as a Gascon,’ ” rephed D’Artagnan.
‘ The Gascons are the Scots of France

D’Artagnan bowed to the duke, and was retirng
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“ And so you are going away ! But where ? and how 7"

** That’s true ! ”

 Confound 1t ! these Frenchmen have no forethought ' **

“T had forgotten that England was an island, and that
you were the king of 1t ”

““ Go to the port, ask for the brng ‘ Le Sund,’ and give this
letter to the captamn, he will convey you to a lttle port
where no one can possibly be on the watch for you, and where
only fishing-smacks ordinanly run m ”

* What 1s the name of that port ? >

“ Saint-Valery , bul histen On your arnval there you
will go to 2 mean inn, without & name and without & sign, a
mere sallor’s lodging-house  You cannot mistake 1t, there
18 but one ”

“ And then ?”

“ You will ask for the host, and will repeat to him the word
—Forward ! »

* Which means ? ”

“ En avant, that 15 the pass word He will give you a
hoise ready saddled, and will point out to you the 10ad you
are to take You will find, 1n hke manner, fom 1elays on
your route. If you caie, at cach of these relays, to give your
Pans addiess, the fom horses will follow you there You
aheady know two of them, and you appeared to appieciate
them like a tiue lover of horseflesh  They were those we rode,
and you may rely upon me for the others not being inferior to
them These horses are equpped for the field However
proud you may be, you will not refuse to accept one of them,
and to request your three compamons to accept the others
Besides, that 1s making war agamnst us The end excuses the
means, as you Frenchmen say, does 1t not 7 ”

“ Yes, milord, I accept them,” said D*Artagnan, “ and if 1t
please God, we will make good use of your gifts

* Well, now, your hand, young man , perhaps we shall soon
meet on the battle-field, but, in the meantime, we shall part
good friends, I hope ? ”
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“Yes, milord, but with the hope of soon becoming
enemies ?

* Be satisfied on that head I prormse you ™

¢ 1 depend upon your word, mulord ”

D’Artagnan bowed to the duke, and quickly made s way
to the port opposite the Tower of London He found the
vessel that had been named to hum, delivered his letter to the
captain. who, after having 1t signed by the warden of the port,
sct sall at once

Tifty vessels were waiting ready to sail

As he was passing alongside of onc of them, D’Artagnan
fancied he peiceived on boaid the lady of Meung, the same
whom the unknown gentleman had styled milady, and whom
D’Aitagnan had thought so handsome But, thanks to the
cuttent of the mver and a fair wind, s vessel passed so
quickly that he lost sight of her n & moment

The next day, about five o’clock m the morning, he landed
at Sant-Valery

D' Artagnan went mnstantly in search of the inn, and casily
1ecognised 1t by the shouts proceeding fiom 1t War between
England and Fiance was talked of as near and assured, and
some Jolly sailors weie calousing over it

D’Aitagnan made Ius way through the crowd, approached
the host, and pronounced the woid, * Forward !” The
host 1nstantly made him a sign to follow him, went out with
him thiough the door which opened nto the yaid, led him to
the stable where a horse ready saddled was waiting for him,
and asked Inm 1f he needed anything else

I want to know the route I am to follow,” saxd D’ Artagnan

“ Go from heie to Blangy, and from Blangy to Neufchétel
At Neufchitel, go to the ‘Golden Harrow’ imn, give the
password to the landlord, and you will find, as you found here,
a horse ready saddled

“Have I anything to pay ? > demanded D’Artagnan

“ Everything 18 paid,” rephed the host, *and lberally.
Go, then, and may God conduct you safely ”
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“ Amen ! ” cried the young man, and set off at full gallop

Four hours later he was in Neufchitel There he strictly
followed the mstiuctions he had 1ceceived At Neufchitel, as
at Saint-Valery, he found a saddled horse awaiting lum  He
was about to 1emove the pistols fiom the saddle he had
vacated to the one he was about to occupy, but he found the
holsters furmshed with similar pistols

“ Yom address at Pans ?”

* Residence of the Guards, company of Des Essarts

* Good,” 1eplhied the landlord

“Which 10ad must I take ?”” demanded D’Artagnan, n
his turn

‘ The road to Rouen, but you will leave the city on your
right  You must stop at the little village of Ecows m which
there 18 but one 1nn, the ‘Shicld of Fiance’ Don’t condemn it
fiom appearances , you will find a hoise 1n the stables quite as
good as this ™

‘ The same password ?”

¢ Exactly ”

¢ Faiewell, master ' ”

“ A good journey, su ! Do you want anything ? °

D’Aitagnan shook his head imn 1eply, and set off at full
speed At Ecows, the same scene was 1epeated  He found as
obliging a host and as fresh a horse He left hus addiess as
he had done befoie, and sct off again, at the same pacc, for
Pontoise At Pontoise he changed his horse for the last time,
and at rune o’clock galloped into the couirt of M. de Tiéville s
mansion He had covered nearly sixty leagues in twelve hours

M de Tréville received him as if he had already seen him
that same morning , only, when pressing his hand a hittle more
waimly than usual, he informed him that M des Essaitss
company was on duty at the Louvre, and that he mught
repair to his post

[D’ Artagnan thus enables the queen to outunt the cardinal, and
18 rewarded by her with a magnificent ring He finds thai
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BMadame Bonacieuz has agmn been kidnapped by the man of
Meung, and he sees the latter in close conversation with Milady.
He fights a duel wih Lord Wanter, Milady's brother-in-law,
secures an wntroduction to her, discorers that she 1s « spy of the
cardinal’s, a branded crinunal, and the faithless wife of Athos
He 15 summoned lo an winterview by the cardinal ]

CHAPTER VIII

AN INTERVIEW WITH CARDINAL RICHELIEU

TeE usher mntroduced D’Artagnan mto the presence of the
cardinal and then 1etned without speaking a word

The caidinal leaned s elbow on s manusecuipt, lus cheek
on his hand, and looked at the young man for a moment
No one had a more seaiching eye than Caidimal Richehiey,
and D Artaynan felt this look 1un through lus vems hke a
fever

But he kept a brave face, holding lus hat in Ius hand, and
awating lug Eminence’s good pleasure with nerther too much
assutance, nor too mueh humility

“8n,” said the cardinal, “ate you a D'Artagnan from
Béarn 7 °’

‘ Yes, monseigneur,” 1eplied the young man

“If T am not mustaken theie ate several branches of the
D’Aitagnans at Tarbes and 1its viciuty,” said the cardinal ,
*“ to which do you belong

‘ Tam the son of that D’Artagnan who served in the 1eh-
gous wars under the great King Hemy, his gracious Majesty’s
father °’

“Ah' yes Seven or eight months ago you started from
your country to seek your fortune 1n the capital ?

** Yes, monseigneur "

“You came through Meung, where something befell you, I
don’t very well remember what, but something
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“ Monseigneur,” said D’Artagnan, * this 15 what happened
to me—"

“No matter, no matter ! 1esumed the cardinal, with a
smile which proved that he knew the story as well as he who
wished to 1elate 1t * You had a letter of introduction to M
de Tréwille, had you not ?

“Yes monseigneur, but mn that unfortunate affan at
Meung—"

* The letter was lost,” 1ephed lus Eminence , “yes, I know
that, but M de Tiéville 13 a skilful rcader of faces, he
knows men at first sight , and he placed you in the company
of lis brothei-in-law, M des Essarts, leaving you to hope
that some day you would enter the musketeers »

*“ Monseigneur 18 quite correctly informed,” said D’Artag-
nan

‘ Since that time many things have happened to you
For cxample, you took with your fiiends a journey to the
wateis of Foiges, they stopped on the way, but jou went on
The 1eason was very ssmple—jou had business in England ”

“ Monscignew:,”  said D’Artagnan, quite confused, “I
went—"

“ Hunting at Windsor or clsewhere , that concerns nobody
I am acquamted with the cucumstances, because 1t 15 my
business to know everything On your return you were re-
cerved by an august personage, end I perceive with pleasure
that you preserve the souvenir she gave you ”

D’Artagnan placed s hand on the diamond which the
queen had given him

¢ The day after that, you received a wisit from Cavois,”
1esumed the cardinal , ““ he went to desne you to call at my
palace , you did not pay that visit, and you weie wiong”

“ Monseigneur, I feared I had mcurred your Emnence’s
disfavour

“ How could that be, air ? By following the orders of your
superiors with more mtelhgence and courage than another
would have done, how could you mncur disfavour when you
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deserve praise ? I purush people who do not obey, and not
those who, like you, obey but too well *

“ In short,” continued the caidinal, * as 1 have heard noth-
mg of you for some time, T wished to know what you were
domg Besides, you owe me some thanks you must yourself
have 1emaiked how consilerately you have been ticated m all
these cnicumstances ™

D’Artagnan bowed respectfully

¢ That,” continued the cardnal, * atose not only from a
feehing of natural justice, but also from a plan I had marked
out for vou”

D’Aitagnan became more and more astonished

*Iwished to explain this plan to you on the day you 1eceived
my fist invitation, but you did not come Fortunately
nothing has been lost by ths delay, and now you are about
to hear 1t Sit down there, before me, Monsiewr D’ Artagnan ,
you aie cnough of a nobleman not to listen standing

And the cardinal ponted with lus finger to a chan for the
young man, who was so amazed that he waited for a second
sign fiom the caidinal befoie he obeyed

* You are have, Monsieur D’Artagnan,” continued lis
Emmence, * vou ate prudent, which 15 still beiter T Iike
men of head and heart Don’t be afiaid,” said he, stmhing,
by men of heait T mean men of courage , but though you are
young and have haidly enteied on hfc vou have powerful
cnermes , 1f you do not take heed, theyv will destioy you ' ™

‘ Alas' monseigneur ' 1ephed the young man, ¢ very

casily, no doubt, for they are strong and well supported,
vwhile I am alone '

= Yes, that s true  But, alone as you are, you have alieady

done much, and will do still more, I doubt not And yet you
need, I beheve, to be gmded mn the adventurous career you
have chosen, for, if T mistake not, you came to Pars with the
ambitious 1dea of malung your fortune ”

*“1 am at the age of extravagant hopes, monseigneur,” said
D’ Artagnan.
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“ There a1c no extravagant hopes save for fools, sir, and you
are & man of brains  Now, what would you say to an ensign’s
commnussion in my guaids, and a company after the campaign *”

‘ Ah ' monscignem !

“ You accept, do you not *

“ Monseigneur,” replied D’Artagnan, with an embarrassed
air

““ What ' do you dechne ? * cried the cardinal, m astomsh-
ment

“ T am 1n his Majesty’s guards, monseignem, and I have no
1eason to be dissatisfied

“ But 1t seems to me that my guards are also lus Majesty’s
guards, and whoever serves 1n a French corps se1ves the king

“ Monseignew:, your Eminence has misundeistood my
woids ™’

“You want a pretext ? I undeistand Well, a pretext you
have Advancement, the opeming campaign, the opportumty
which I offer you,—so much for the woild As regmids
yowself, the need of ceitan piotection I know you aie
a man of 1csolution, and yom seivices, well duected, mnstead
of leading you to misfor tune, nught bring you gieat ads antage
Come, 1eflect and decide °

“Your goodness confounds me, monseigneur,” replied
D’Artagnan, “ and I 1ecogmse 1n your Eminence a geneiosity
that makes me mean as an carth-worm, but since mon-
seigneur permits me to speak firecly—"

D’Artagnan paused

“ Yes—speak

“ Then I must tell your Eminence that all my friends are
m the king’s musketcers and guards, and, by a most un-
fortunate fatahty, all my cnenues aze m jyour Emunence’s
service 1 should, therefore, be 1ll received here and 1ll
regarded there, if I accepted what monseigneur offers me

“ Do you posaibly conceive the proud idea that I do not
offer you & place equal to your ment, e ?* asked the
cardmal, with a disdainful smile
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“ Monseignew:, yowr Emnence 15 a hundred times too
good to me, on the contrary, I think I have not yet proved
mvsclf worthy of your goodness The siege of Rochelle 1s
about to begmn, monsergneur, I shall serve under jour
Emumence’s eye, and 1f I have the good fortune to conduct
myself at this siege mn such a manner as to attract your
attention, well and good! Then I shall at least have to my
ciedit some brilliant exploit to justify the protection with
which you deign to honour me Eveiything must have its
own time, monseigneur , hereafter, perhaps, I shall have the
night to give myself at present, I should appear to be selling
mvself,”

That 1s to say, you refuse to scrve me, sir,” said the cardi-
nal, 1n a tone of vexation, thiough which, however, no hittle
esteem manfested itself , * remamn fiee, then, and preserve
your hatreds and your sympathies

* Monseigneur—"'

¢ Wellt well *” said the caidinal, “T am not angry with
you, but you ate aware 1t 1s cnough for us to defend and reward
our fitends, we owe nothmg to our enemies, and yet I will
@ive vou a piece of advice take good care of youself, Mon-
siewr D’Artagnan, for, from the moment I withdraw my hand
fiom you, I would not give an obol for your life

* I'will try to do so, monseigneur,” 1ephed the Gascon, with
a fine confidence

‘ Remember then in the future should some mischance
happen to you,” said Richeheu pomtedly, *that I came
to seek you, and that I did all in my power to prevent thus
nusfortune befalling you » .

* Whatever may happen,” said D’Artagnan, placing his
hand on his heait and bowing, ‘ I shall entertamn an eternal
gratitude toward your Emmence for what you are now doing
for me ” Y

*“Well, let 1t be, then, as you have said, Monsieur D’ Artag-
nan, we shall meet again after the campaign, I will have
my eye on you, for I shall be there,” rephed the cardinal,
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pomntmg with his finger to 2 magnificent smt of armour he
was to wear, ¢ and on our 1etuin, well—we will settle our
account !”

“ Ah ' monseigneu ! ™' cried D Artagnan, ¢ spare me the
weight of your disfavour , 1emamn neutial, monseigneur. if
you find that I act as a gentleman ought to act ”

“ Young man,” said Richeheu, if I am able once agan to
say to you what I have said to you to-day, I promise you to
doso”

This last expression of Richelien’s conveved a termble
doubt , 1t alazmed D’ Artagnan moie than a threat would have
done, for 1t was a waining The caidinal was apparently
trving to preserve him fiom some thieatened misfortune He
opened his mouth to reply, but, with a wave of hus hand, the
carcdinal dismissed hin

D’Artagnan went out, but at the door his heart almost
falled lum, and he was on the pont of going back But
Athos’s nable, stern face rccurted to lmm, if he made the
proposed compact with the caidinal, Athos would no longer
give um his hand, Athos would 1enounce him

This was the fear that restiained him  Thus pow erful 1s the
mfluence of a tiuly great character on all its smoundings

D’Aitagnan descended the same staircase by wluch he had
entered, and found Athos and the four musketeers wating for
lum at the gate, and beginning to giow uneasy

When they reached Athos’s 1esidence, Aranus and Poithos
mquued the cause of this strange inteiview , but D’Artagnan
confined himself to telling them that Richchien had sent for
him to propose that he should enter Ins guards with the rank
of ensign, end that he had 1efused

“ And you were right,” cried Arams and Porthos, with one
volce

Athos fell into a deep reverie and made no remark. But
when they were alone, he said—

*You have done your duty, D’Artagnan, but yet perhaps
you have done wrong ”
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D’Artagnan sighed deeply, for tius voice responded to a
secret voice 1n his soul, wlich told lum that great misfortunecs
welc awaiting him

The whole of the next day was spent in preparations for
the forthcoming depaituic io Rochelle D Artagnan went to
take leave of M de Tiéville At that time 1t was still beheved
that the separation of the musketeers and the guards would be
only temporary, as the king was holding s pailiament that
very day, and proposed to set out the day aften M de
Tréville contented himself with asking D Aitagnan if he could
do anything for him, but D’Aitagnan answered that he was
supplied with all he wanted

That ght all the comiades belonging to M des Essarts’s
guairds, and to M de Tréville s musketeers. who had stiuck
up a mutual fuendship, met together They were paiting
pethaps never to meet agan  The mght, therefore, was a
somewhat 110tous one, as may be imagmned, for on such
occasions gloomy forebodings can be dispelled only by 1eckless
behaviour

At the fiisl sound of the moining trumpet the firends
scparated, the musketeers hasteung to M de Tiéville’s
mansion, the guards to that of [ des Essaits Each of the
captains then led hus company to the Louvie, wheie the kung
revicned them

The king was dull and appeared 11l  In fact, the evening
befoie, a feser had «e1/ed him while he was holding paillament.
He had nevertheless decided on setting out that same evening,
and, m spite of all :emonstiances, he persisted 1n holding the
review, hoping, by a vigorous effort, to conquer the disease
which was beainning to lav hold of him

The 1cview over the guards set forwaird alone on then
march, the musketeers waiting for the king

D’Artagnan marched off with s company. On arriving
at the Faubourg Samnt-Antome, he turned round to look
at the Bastille Now, as he kept his eyes on the Bastille
he did pot notice Milady, who, mounted upon a hght bay
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horse, was pomnting him out to two evil-looking men who
1mmediately came up to the 1anks to observe him more closely.
To their questioning looks Milady sigmfied that he was the
man Then, certain that there could no longer be any mistake
m the execution of her orders, she gave spurs to her horse
and disappeared.

The two men then followed the company, and, on leaving
the TFaubourg Samnt-Antoine, mounted two horses fully
equipped, which a servant was holding in expectation of
their coming

CHAPTER IX

AT THE SIEGE OF ROCHELLE

THE siege of Rochelle was one of the great polhitical events
of Lows XIII s reign, and one of the cardnal’s great mihtary
enteipuses It 1s, therefore, necessary to say here a fow
words about i1t, for many details of this siege are so
mtimately connected with the story we have undertaken
o relate that 1t 18 impossible to pass 1t over 1n silence

The political ends the cardinal had in view when he under-
took this siege weie of the highest importance. Let us unfold
them fiist, and then we wall pass on to lis private ends, which,
perhaps, had not less influence on his Eminence than the
former

Of the important cities mven up by Henry IV to the
Huguenots as places of safety, at this period only Rochelle
remamed  But the persistent part played by the Calvinists
every civil 1evolt, and theiwr intrigues in time of war, made 1t
desirable that the last bulwark of this dangerous sect should
be destroyed.

Spamards, Enghsh and Itahan malcontents, adventurers of
all nations, soldiers of fortune of every sect, flocked at the
first summons to the standards of the Protestants, and
orgamzed thcmselves as 1t were, mto a vast association, the
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various braonchea of which gradually spread over all parts of
Europe

Rochelle, which had denved a new mmportance from the
rum of the other Calvinist citics, was the focus of dissension
Morcover, ite port was the last gateway i the kingdom of
France open to the Engli=h, and by closing 1t aganst England,
our ctrmal enemy, the cardinal completed the woik of Joan
of Are and the Due de Guise

But, ag we heve hinted hesde these aims of the minister,
which Lelong to history, the chromiler 15 foreed to recognize
the petty aims of the jealous 1val

Luchehew’s obyct was not only to nd France of an encmy,
but to avenge hinsdf on a mal, morcover this vengcance
wu+ to be great and bullant, and worthy n everv way of a
man who held 1n his hand the foreces of a whole kingdom

Richeheu knew that in fighting England he way fighting
Buckingham—that 1n tnumphing over England he would
ttiumph ovar Buckingham

On hs sude, Buckingham, while pretending o maintain
the honour of England, was moved by interests exactly simlax
to the cmidinal’s  Buckmgham, also, was pursuing a prvate
fewel  Smee Buckingham bad been prevented fiom entenng
France as an ambassador, he wishcd to enter 1t as a
conguciol

The first advantage had been ganed by the duke of Bucking-
ham  Armving unexpectedly 1 sight of the Isle of Ré,
with mnety vessls and neaily twenty thousand men, he had
suiprsed the Comte de Tonae, who commanded for the king
m the wland, and he had, after uw sanguinary conflict, eflected a
landmg

Thoe Comte de Torrac withdiew mto the citadel 8t Martin
with his garrison, and threw a hundrod men 1nto a httle fort
called Lo Prée

This event had hastened the cardnal’s resolution, and untl
the king and he could come to take command of the mege
of Rochelle, which was determined on, he had sent the Duec
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d’Orléans to dnect the first operations, and had ordered all
the troops he could dispose of to march towaid the scene
of war Our friend D’Artagnan belonged to this detachment

The king, as we have said, wes to follow as soon as paiha-
nient was ended  But on concluding the session of parhament
on the 28th of June, he felt himself attacked by fever He
was, nothwithstanding, anxious to set out, but s 1illness
becoming more serious, he was obhged to stop at Villezon

Now, whenever the king stopped, the musketeers stopped
The consequence was that D’Artagnan, who was still 1n the
guards, found himself, for the time at least, separated fiom
his good friends, Athos, Aramis, and Poithos This sepaia-
tion, which was at the moment merely a disappointment,
would certamnly have become a cause of semous anxiety had he
guessed by what unknown dangeis he was surrounded

He arived, however, without accident, in the camp estab-
hished before Rochelle, about the 10th of September, 1627

Everything was unchanged the Duke of Buckingham and
his English, masters of the Isle of Ré, were still besieging,
though unsuccessfully, the citadel of 8t Martin and the fort of
La Prée, and hostihities with Rochelle had begun, two or
thice days before, m the vieimty of a fort which the Duc
@’Angouléme had just bumlt near the aity

The guaids, under M des Essarts’s command, took up then
quaiters at the Minimes -

But, as we know, D’ Artagnan, preoccupied by hus ambition
of gamning admission mnto the musketeers, had formed but few
fuendships among his comrades He found himself 1solated,
and mven over to his own reflections His reflections were
not cheerful Durning the two years he had been in Pams, by
nuxing . public affairs, he had made a great enemy of the
cardinal, before whom the most powerful nobles of the
kingdom, even the king himself, trembled. That man had
the power to crush lim, and yet he had not done 1t To &
mind so gwmek as D’Artagnan’s, this forbearance seemed a
hght affording a glimpse of a better futme
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And then he had made another enemy, not so much to
be feared, but nevertheless, he mstinctively felt not to be
despised  this enemy was Milady

Tiue he had acquired the queen s protection and good-will,
but the queen’s good will was, just then, an additional cause
for persecution, and her protection we know, was of httle
avall, judging fiom the fate of Madame Bonacieux

One sohid gan indeed was his, the diamond, worth five or
six thousand hvies, which he wore on his finger, but even
this diamond, supposing that D’Artagnan, in his ambitious
projects, wished to keep it, as a remunder of the queen’s
giatitude, had not, at the)moment, since he could not part
with 1t, any more value thdn the pebbles he trod under lus
feet We say than the pebbles he tiod under s feet, for
D Aitagnan made these 1eflections while walking alone along
a pretty hittle 10ad leading fiom the camp to the village of
Angoutin  Now, these reflections had led him farther than
he mtended, and the day was beginmuing to dechne, when, in
the last rays of the setting sun, he thought he saw a musket-
bairel ghttering behind a hedge

D’Artagnan had a quick eye and 1cady wit  He 1cahzed
that the musket had nbt come theie of itself and that he who
cainled 1t had not concealed himself behind a hedge with any
friendly intentions He determined, therefore, to give 1t as
wide a berth as he could, when behind a 10ck on the opposite
«de of the road, he percerved the muzzle of another musket-
barirel

It was evidently an ambuscade

The young man cast a glance at the first musket, and with
a certain degiee of anxiety saw that it was levelled in lus dizec-
tion, but as soon as he percerved that the mouth of the bairel
was motionless, he threw himself flat on the ground, at the
same mstant the gun was fired, and he heard a ball whistle
over his head

XNo time was to be lost D’Artagnan sprang up with &
bound, and at the same instant the ball fiom the other musket



x] AT THE SIEGE OF ROCHELLE 97

tore up tnc stones at the veiy place on the toad wheie he had
thiown humsclf face to the ground

D’Artagnan was not one of those ustlessly biave men who
seck a ndiculous death, m order that they may win the
1eputation of never havimg gven wav bclore an enemy,

esides, courage was out ot the question now  he had fallen
mto a hap

“ Should theie be a thnd shot,” said he to himself ¢ I am
a lost man ’

And immediately, taking to his hecls, he 1an towa:d the
camp with the swifiness of the young man of s country, so
enowned for then agihty, but geat as was lus speed,
the man who had first fired, having had time to reload,
fited a sccond shot, so well aimed this time that the bullet
stinck Jus hat and canied 1t ten paces from him

However, as D’Artagnan had no other hat, he picked up
thus as he 1an, and atved at has quaiters, very pale and quite
out of brcath  He sat down without saying a woird to any-
body, and hegan to seflect

This «vent maght have been the product of one of three
causcs

The funst and the most natuial was that i1t maight be an
ambuscade of the Rochellais, who would not be son1y to kll
one of his Majesty’s guards, first because there would be one
enemv less, and also because this enemy might have a well-
furnshed purse in his pocket

D Aitagnan took lis hat, examimed the hole made by
the bullet. and shook his head The ball was not &
musket-ball, 1t was an arquebuse-ball It could not, then,
be a mulita1y ambuscade, as the ball was not of the 1egulation
sie

It mught be a kuind remembrance of the cardmal’s. It will
be remembered that at the very moment when, owing to the
blessed ray of the sun, he perceived the gun-barrel, he was
thinking with astomishment on his Emunence’s forbearance
towards him.

DTM G
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But D' Aitagnan shook Ins head  For people agamst whom
he had only to stietch out his hand, lns Enunence had rarely
recoutse to such means

It might be a vengeance of Milady’s

That was the most probable !

He vamly tied to icmember the faces o1 dress of the assas-
sms , he had run away so swiftly that he had not had leisure
to notice any thing

* Ah ! my poor fuiends !’ murmued D’Artagnan, “where
are you ? How sadly I need you'”

D’ Artagnan passed a very bad might Three o1 four times
he started up 1magmng that a man was approaching his bed
to stab lim Neveitheless, day dawned without any un-
toward event

But D’Artagnan 1ealized that what was defenned was not
foigotten He 1emained all day 1n his quarters, assigning to
himself the 1eason that the weather was bad

At nine o'clock the next morning, the drums beat the salute
The Duc d Oiléans was inspecting the posts The guaids 1an
to then arms, and D’ Aitagnan took lus place in the mudst of
his comiades

Monsiewr passed along the fiont of the ne Then all ihe
supetior ofheers approached him to pay lum then compliments
M dos Iissarts, captain of the guaids, among the rest

A moment latar 1)’Airtagnan imagned that M. des Essarts
madebim a sign to callim  He waited for another indication
fiom his supeiior, for fear he mght be mistaken , but when
this sign was repeated, he left the ranks, and advanced to
receive his ordeis

** Monsieur 18 about to ask for some gallant men fo1 a dan-
gerous nussion hut one that w.ll do honour to those who shall
accomplish 1t, and I made you a sign 1n order that you might
hold yourself in readiness

“Thank you, sr!'” rephed D’Artagnan, who desired

nothing better than to distinguish himself 1n the heutenant-
general’s eyes
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It appeared that the Rochellais had made a sortie dunng
the mght, and had 1ctaken a bastion which the 10yal army
had gained possession of two days before, the pomnt was, to
asceitamn, by icconnoiting, how stiongly the enemy were
guarding this bastion

After a few minutes, Monsieu1 1a18ed lus voice and saxd

“ 1 want three o1 four volunteeis for this nussion, led by a
trusty man ”

“The tiusty man I have at hand, monseignew:,” said
M des Essaits. pointing to D’Artagnan, ““and for the four
o1 five volunteers, monseigneu: has but to make his intentions
known, and the men will not be wanting »

‘ Fow gallant men who will 118k being killed with me'”
said D Aitagnan, 1aiemg his sword

Two of his comiades of the guards 1mmediately sprang
foiwaid, and two other soldiers at once jommed them, so
D Aitagnan declined all otheis, as he was unwihng to
mjuie the chances of those who came forward first

It was not known whether, after taking the bastion, the
Rochellais had evacuated 1t o1 left a gaiuson 1n 1t, and the
object was to cxamine the place and ascertain this

D’Artagnan sct out with s foumr companions, and pro-
ceeded along a tiench, the two guaidsmen maiched abreast
with lum, and the two soldieis followed behind

Screencd by the reiétement, they came within a hundred
paces of the bastion Thele, on twiming 10und, D’Aitagnan
peicerved that the two soldiers had disappeared

He thought that they had stayed belind fiom fea:, and so
he continued to advance

At the tuiming of the counterscaip they found themselves
within about siaty paces of the bastion

No one was to be seen, and the bastion seemed abandoned

The thiee men were dehberating whether to proceed any
farthe1, when suddenly a circle of smoke enveloped the bastion,
and a dozen balls came whistling round D’Artagnan and s
two companions
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They knew what thev wantud to know  the bastion was
guarded A longer ~tav in this dangerous spot would there-
fore have been usclossly imprudent D’ Artagnan and lus two
comnamons {uined then bachs, and beat a hasty 1cetieat

On auning at the angle of the tiench which was to senve
them as a 1ampart, one of the guardsmen fcll, a ball had
passed thiough s cast  The other kept on his way to
camp

D’ Artagnan was unwilling to abandun his compameon thus,
and stooped down to 1a15¢ him and aswst him 1n 1egaimne the
Lucs  Dbut at this moment {wo shols wcie fited, one hall
stiuck the wead o1 the already wounded guardsman, and the
other flattencd itselt agamnst a 10k, after passmg withm two
wmches of D’Artagnan

The 3oung man {mined quukly 1ound, foo this attach could
not come t1om the bastion, which w1s mashed by the anole of
the tiench  The 1dea of the two ~oldiers who had abandoned
him occuired to his mud and somnded him of the assassins
of two evenings before  So he rosolved this tume to satisfy
himself on tlus point, and tell on his comade s> body as though
he weie dead

He mstantly saw two heads appear above an abandoned
eaithwork, withm thntv paces of lum, they weie the heads
of iy two soldiers  D’Aitagnan had not been mustaken
these two men had only followed Lum tor the pwmpose of
assassmating lum, expecting that the young man’s death
would be placed to the enemy’s account

But, as he might be merely wounded, and might accuse them
of their ecuime, they came up to him with the purpose of mak-
mg sute of lim  lortunately, decenned by D’Arlagnans
1k, they neglected to 1eload then guns

When they wore within ten paces of lum, D’Artagnan, who
m falhng had taken great care not to let go his sword, sud-
denly got up, and with one leap came upon them.

The assassins reahzed that if they fled toward the camp
without lkulling then man, they would be accused by hmm,
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so they 1mmedately decided to desert to the enc nv One of
them took his gun by the hanrel and, using 1t as a eclub,
ammed a teruble blow at D Artagnan, who avoided 1t by
spunging to one side, but bv this movement he Ieft & free
passage o the bandit, who at once daited oft toward the
bastion As the Rochcllais who guaided the bastion wae
1gnoiant of the intentions of the man they saw comng toward
them, they fmed at lum, and he fell, stiuck by a Lall which
broke his shoulder
Meantime, D’Artagnan bad thiown himeelf on the otha
<oldier, attacking him with s swoid , the strugele did not
last Jong, the wietch had nothing to defend himself wath but
his dischaiged aiqucbuse, the guaidsman’s sword shpped
down the baitcl of the now uscless weapon, and prerced the
thigh of the assassin, who fell
D’Artagnan immediately placed the point of the weapon at
s thioat
Oh,donotkillme ' "c1wcdihe bandit  “ Paidon pardon,
st1, and I will tell you all? °*
Ts vour secret amportant enough for me to spate your hfe,
Iwonder ? ’ asked the young man, withholding hns axm
* Yes! if you think evistence woith anything to a man of
twenty-two, handsome and biave, who has everything to hope
fo1, as you have ”
“ Wietch'” cried D’Artagnan,  hsten, speak quickly!
Who employed jou to assassinate me ?
A woman whom I don t know, but who 15 called Milady
* But 1f yon don’t know this woman, how do you know her
nanie ?
¢ My comade knew he1, and called her so, she made the
baigain with him, and not with me; he has at this moment
m his pocket a letter from her, which should be of great 1m-
portance to you, judging by what I have heard
 But how are you concerned 1n this ambuscade ?
“He proposed to me to undeirtake 1t with hum, and I
agreed ”
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“ And how much did she give you for this finc enterprise ?

“ A hundied lowms

A good enough reward ' ” said the young man, laughing,
‘“ she evidently thinks T am worth something! A hundred
lows' Well, that was a temptation for two muserable
cicatures hke you, so I understand you accepted it, and I
grant you mv pardon , but on one condition !”

* What 1s that ? ”” said the soldier, uneasy at peiceiving that
all was not over

* That vou go and fetch me the letter your comrade has mn
his pocket ”

¢ Why,” cued the bandit, ¢ that 1s only another way of kill-
ing me How can you desire me to go and fetch that letter
under fire fiom the bastion ?”

* Nevertheless you must make up your mind to go and
fetch 1t, or I swear you shall die by my hand °*

“ Padon! air, have pity on me! ’° cricd the bandit, throw-
ng himself on lus knees and leaning on his hand, fo1 he began
to grow weak through loss of blood

1 must have that letter,” saxd D’Artagnan, ‘ so no moie
delay, no more hesitation , or else, however much I may dis-
like soiling my swoird o second time vith the blood of a wretch
like you, I swear on the faith of an honourable man— "

And at ihese words D’Artagnan made such a threatening
gesture that the wounded man sprang up

¢ Stop, stop t ”’ cried he, 1egaining courage from very terror,
‘Iwillgo—Iwllgo!'™

D’Artagnan took the soldier’s arguebuse, made im go
on befo,e him, and drove him towards his companion by
pucking himt on with his sword from behind

It was a fughtful thing to see this unfortunate being, leav-
ing & long track of blood on the ground he passed over, pale
with approaching death, trying to drag himself along, without
being seen, to lus accoinphice’s body, which lay at twenty paces
fiom him

Terior was so strongly painted on s face, which was
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covered with a cold sweat, that D’Artagnan took pity on um,
and casting on him a look of contempt—

“ Well,” sard he, “ I will show you the difference between
a man of true courage and a coward, stay, I will go”

And, with a hght step, an eye on the watch, observing the
movements of the enemy and taking advantage of all the axid
afforded by the nature of the ground, D’ Artagnan succeeded
1n reaching the second soldier

There were two means of attaimng his object 1o search
him on the spat, o1 to carry lum away, malking a buckler of lus
body, and then search him 1n the tiench

D’Artagnan preferred the second means, and hifted ihe
assassin on hns shoulders at the very moment the enemy fired

A shght shock, the dull thud of three balls penetrating the
flesh, a last cry, a convulsion of agony, proved to D’Artagnan
that the man who had just tned to assassinate him had saved
his hfe

D’ Artagnan regamed the trench, and threw the body down
by the wounded man, who was as pale as death

He mstanily began the search a leather pocket-book, a
purse containing, evidently, a part of the sum which the bandit
had ieceived, a dice-box and dice, formed the dead man’s
hentage

He left the box and dice where they fell, flung the purse to
the wounded man, and eagerly opened the pocket-book

Among some umimportant papers he found the following
letter, the letter which he had gone to fetch at the risk of his
Iife

“ Since you have lost track of that woman, and she 18 now
1n safety n the convent, which you should never have allowed
her to 1each, try, at least, not to nuss the man , if you do, you
know that my hand reaches far, and that you sball repay me
very dearly the hundred loms you have had of me.”

No signature Nevertheless 1t was plamn the letter came
from Milady He kept 1t, therefore, as a piece of evidence
and as he was 1n safety behind the angle of the trench, he
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began to question the wounded man  He conlcssad that e
had undertaken, with his comrade, the man just hilled, to
abduect a young woman about to leave Pans by the La Villette
gate, but having stopped to diunk at an mn, they had
nussed the cainage by ten minutes

¢ But what were yvou to have done with the woman ¢
asked D’ \itagnan, in great agtation

“We wete to have comveved her to a house in the Place
Royale,” said the wounded man

¢ Yes! yes!” mmmured D’Artagnan, “that’s the place,
Milal'v’s own 1esidence '

Thin the voung mn shnddenne felt what a teairthle thu-t
for vengeance impelled ths woman to destrovy him as well as
those who loved him and how well acquanied ~he must be
with the aftarr, of the eowrt <ince she had discovered ail this
Deubtless <he owed this information 1o the cardinal

But he also percenved, with a tedhine of genuine jov, that
the queen must have at last diccovered the pri~on 1 wluch
poor Madame Bonacieux was expiating het devotion and that
she had fiecd het from that puson

This thought completely 1estored his natutal hindness of
beart e turned 1o the wounded man, who had watched
vith intensc apawd v all the varving expiessions of lus coun-
tenance, and holing out us arm to him—

Come,” said he, ¢ T will not abandon you thus Lean
upon me, and let us 1eturn to camp

Yes,” said the man, who could searcely beheve in such
magnammity, ¢ but 18 1t not to have me hanged ?

“ You have my word,” smid he, * for the second time I g;ive
rou vow life ™

The wounded man sank upon his knecs, and again kissed
lus preserver’s feet, but ID’Artagnan, who no longer had a
motive for staying so near the enemy, cut short the evidences
of lus gratitude

The guardsman who had returned at the first dischaige had
announced the death of his four companions Theie was
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therefore much astonishment and delight 1n the 1egiment when
the young man was scen conung hack safe ard sound

D’Artagnan explamad the sword wound of his compamon
by a sortic which e mvented  He told of the other soldier’s
death and the penls they liad encountered  The stoiy of his
caploit brought him no httle fame The whole aimy talked
of the expedition for a whole day, and Monsiem sent nm his
comphments on 1t

Morcover, as every great action bings its own rewaid,
D’Artagnan s 1esulted 1n his 1egaining the peace of mind he
had lost He now beliesed that he nught indulge m a
feeling of secunity since one of his two enemies was killed,
and the other devoted to his interests

This feeling of security only proved that D’Artagnan did
not yet know Milady

CHAPTER X
THE ANJOU WINE

An flist a report 1eached the camp that the state of the king’s
health was almost hopeless, but this was soon followed by the
news of his convalescence, and 1t was said that, as he was
very anxious to be at the siege 1n person, he would set forward
as soon as he could mount a horse

In the meantime, Monsieur, who knew that he nught be
superseded 1 his command at anv moment by the Duo
d’Angouléme, o1 Bassompierre, or Schomberg, who were all
eager for the post, did buf little, wasted his time 1 idle
experiments, and dared not mek any great enterpnse to
drive the English from the Isle of Ré, wheie they still
besieged the citadel St Martin and the fort of La Prée
Meanwhile, the French were still besieging Rochelle

D’Artagnan, as we have said, had become more tranqul,
he felt uneasiness only at not hearmg from his three fuiends
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But one morning early mn November everything was ex-
plained to him by the following letter, dated from Villeroi

“ MONSIEUR D’ARTAGNAN

¢ MM Athos, Porthos, and Aramis, after giving an enter-
tamnment at my house and having a very gay tume, created
such a distmbance that the provest of the castle, a very strict
man, has had them uader ariest for some days, but I fulfil
the otder they have miven me, by forwarding to you a dozen
bottles of my Anjou wine, with which they are much taken,
they aie desirous that you should drink to their health 1n their
fasourite wine

¢ I have accordinglv done so, and am, si, with great respect,

“ Your very humble and obedient se1vant,
‘“ GODE\U,
“ Stewaid of the Musketeers

“That’s good ! ” cried D’Artegnan, “ they think of me 1n
then pleasures, as I thought of them in my troubles Well,
I will certaanly drink to their health with all my heart, but I
will not dink alone ™

And D’ Artagnan went to seek two guardsmen with whom he
had foimcd a closer intimacy than with the others, to invite
themn to dunk with him this delicious Anjou wine which had
just been sent to him from Villeror

One of the two guardsmen was engaged that evenming, and
the other for the next So the meeting was fixed for the day
after that

D’Artagnan, on his return, sent the twelve bottles of wine
to the mess-toom of the guards, enjorming that great caie
should be taken of 1t At mine 1n the morning of the day
appointed, the dinner being fixed for twelve o’clock, D’Artag-
nan sent Planchet to assist in making the preparations

Planchet, very proud of being resed to the digmty of butler,
determined, like an inteligent fellow, to superintend every-
thing himsclf, and with this object called 1n to assist hum the
lackey of one of s master's guests, named Fourreau, and
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the pretended solcier who had tried to kill D’Artagnan, and
who, belonging to no corps, had been 1n D’ Artagnan’s service,
or rather Planchet’s, ever since D’Artagnan had saved hs
Ife

At the hour fixed for the banquet, the two guests arrived,
took their places, and the dishes weie placed on the table
Planchet waited, napkin on aim, while Fourrecau uncorked
the bottles, and Brisemont, as the convalescent was named,
carefully poured into glass decanters the wine, which seemed
to be rather muddy after the joltings of the journey As
the first bottle of this wine was a httle thick at the bottom,
Brisemont poured the dregs mnto a glass, and D’Artagnan
allowed him to drnk 1it, for the poor wretch had not as yet
much strength

The guests, after dinking their soup, were on the point of
raising the fiist glass of wine to their lips, when suddenly the
cannon 10ated from Fort Lows and Fort Neuf Instantly
the guardsmen, 1mmagiming this was the signal of some unex-
pected attack, either by the besieged o1 the Enghsh, snatched
up then swoids, D’Artagnan, not less eager than they, did
the same, and all three ran out, to repair to their posts

But scaicely were they out of the mess-100m, when they
learned the cause of the noise cries of ““ Hurrah for the king !
hurrah for the cardinal ' ”” were 1esounding on every side, and
drums were beating in all directions

It appeared that the king had m s impatience made a
forced march, and had just armved with all us houschold
and a reinforcement of ten thousand troops. His musketeers
rode 1n front of him and belhind lum  D’Artagnan, standing
with his company drawn up 1n line, saluted with an expressive
gesture his friends, whom he followed with ks eyes, and
M. de Tréville, who mnstantly recognized him.

The ceremony of reception over, the four friends were soon
1n one another’s arms.

“ By Jove!” cried D'Artagnan, “you could not have
arrived more opportunely , the dinner cannot have had time
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to cool—can 1t gentlemen ? 7 added the voung man turmng
to the two guaidsmen whomn he mtioduced to s tnends

¢ Ah' ba'” said Porthos, “so 1t scems we wele
feasting ' ”

Is theie any drinkable wine m youm hut ? ” asked Athos

“Why! thete 13 yomr own, mv dear tuend,’ repled
D’ \itaman

“ Qur wme ! ° exclaimed Athos, in astomshment

* Yes, the wine vou sent me

“ Ve sent you wine ?”

¢ Yes 3oulnow whot 1 mean the wine fiom the vine-
yards of .\njou

“Yes, I know very well the wine you mean

‘ The wine you hke ”

Doubtlrss, when I can get neither champagne nox bur-

gundy

“Well ! 1n the absence of champagne and bmgundy you
must be sati-ficd wnl this”

“And so we ha.c become connoisseurs, and have had
some Anjou wine sent us, have we ? > exclaumed Poithos

‘ No 1t 15 the wine that was sent me with jour comph-
ments ”

¢ With our comphments ? * exclaimed the thice musketeers

¢ Did you send this wine, Arams ? »’ gaid Athos

“Xo, and you, Pmthos ? ™

¢ No, and you, Athos ? °’

13 NO ] "%

“Well, but if 1t was not you, 1t was your steward,” said
D’Artagnan

* OQurstewaird'”

*“Yes, your steward, Godeau, the steward of the
musketecys >

“”Pon my word ! never mund where 1t comes from,” said
Porthos, * let us taste 1t, and if 1t 18 good, let us drink 1t

* No,” said Athos, * don’t dnnk wine which comes from an
unknown souice ’
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“You aie ught, Athos,” said D’Artagnan~ “ Did none of
you oirder Godeau to send me wine ?

“No! and vet you say he has sent you some with ow
complinients ¥’

“Here 1 hus Ictter,” saxd D’Artagnan, and he exhibited the
note to lus connades

“That 1s not luis wuting'” said Athos, “1 know 1t
Before we left Villetoi, I scttled the accounts of our
mess ’

¢ IL1s a forged letter,” said Porthos, ‘‘we have not been
under aiest ’

¢ D Artagnan,” said Aranus, n a 1eproachful tone, ‘“ how
could you believe that we had made a distmbance ?

D’Artagnan giew pale, and a convulsive trembling shook all
his imbs

¢ Thou alarmest me ! said Athos, who never used thee and
thou but vpon very particular occasions, “‘ what has hap-
pened ¢ 0

¢ Hasten' hasten' fuends'” cried D’Artagnan; “a
hoiuble suspicion crosses my mind'! Can tlus be another
vengeance on that woman’s part ?”

Athos now tuined pale

D’Artagnan rushed towaids the mess-10om, the thice
musketeers and the two guards following him

The first object that met I’ Artagnan’s eyes, on entering the
dining-room, was Busemont, stretched on the ground and
rolling about 1n horble convulsions

Planchet and Fourreau, pale as death, were trying to rehieve
hin, bub it was plain that all assistance was useless—all the
features of the dying man were distorted 1n his stiuggle against
death

“ Ah 1 oned he, perceiving D’Artagnan, * ah ! 1t 18 fright-
ful' You pretend to pardon me, and you powson me '

“1,” cried D’Artagnan, * I, wretched man'! What do you
mean ? "

“ I say that you gave me the wine, I say that you told me
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to dumnk 1t, T say you wished to avenge yourself on me, and I
say that 1t 15 horuble ' ”

Do not think so, Busemont ” said D’ Autagnan, “do not
think so, Iswecat tovou, T protest—’

* Oh! but God 1s above! God will pumish vou! God
grant that you mav one day suffer what I suffec '™

“ [ swear to you,” said I) Aitagnan, throwing lumself down
by the dying man, that T did not know the wine was
poisoned, and [ was gomng to dunk 1t as you did ”

¢ T do not behieve you ™ cited the soldier

And he expued 1n still moie fearful torments

¢ Frightful ! fughtful ' mwmued Athos, while Porthos
broke the bottles and Aranus gave orders, a hittle too late to
send for o confessor

¢ Oh' my fuends,’ said D'Artagnan, “you come once
more to save my hfe, not only mme, but the hives of these
gentlemen  Centlemen,” continued he, addressing the guaids-
men, I iequest that you will say nothmg about this adven-
tute, great pei-onages may have had a hand m what vou
have secen, and if talked about, the evil would only 1cco1l
on us”
¢ Ah! suu'” stammered Planchet, more dead than alive,
ah' su! what a nartow escape T have had t
“ How, sirtah ! so you were going to drnk my wine, were
you!”

“To the king’s health, sr, I was going to dimk a small
glass of 1t, if Fouireau had not told me some one was calhng
me ”’

¢ Alas ' said Fourrcau, whose tecth chattered with terror,

‘I wanted to get lam out of the way that T might have a
diink by myself "

¢ Gentlemen,” said D’Artagnan, addressing the guardsmen,
“ you will easly see that a feast will be a very melancholy
affair, after what has just taken place ; so I beg you to accept
my excuses, and to put off the party till another day ”

The two guardsmen courteously accepted D’Artagnan’s
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excuses, and percerving that the four friends desued to be
alone, they 1etned

The young guardsman and the three musketeers, left to
themselves, looked at each other with an expression which
planly indicated ihat they all 1cahzed the semousness of
the situation

‘ In the first place,” smid Athos, “ let us leave this room, a
dead man, especially the victim of & violent death, 18 not
agieeable company

‘ Planchet,” saxd D Attagnan, “ 1 commt this poo: wretch’s
body to you:r caze Let him be interred m holy ground. He
committed a cume, 1t 18 true, but he repented of 1t ”

And the four friends left the room Planchet and Fourreau
undertook the duty of performing the funeral ceremomes for
Brisemont

The manager gave them another room, and served them with
boiled eggs, wlnlet Athos went himself to diaw water at the
spuing  In a few words Porthos and Aranus weire infoimed of
all that had occurred

“ Well, ’ smid D’Artagnan to Athos, * you see, dear friend,
that 1t 13 war to the death ! ”

Athos shook hi~ head

“ The fact 1s we cannot 1emain hke this, with a sword hang-
ng eternally over our heads,” said Athos, ‘‘ we must get out
of this position ™

¢ But how 7?7

“lasten tiy to have an mterview with her, and make an
agrecment with her, say to her: ° Whether 1t be peace or
wal, I give you my word of honour as a gentleman never to
say anything about you, never to do anything aganst you
You, on yow part, must take a solemn oath to 1emein neutral
towards me If not, I will apply to the chancellor, T will
apply to the lang, I will apply to the hangman, I will move
the courts agamst you, I will denounce you as branded, I wil
bring you to tmal, and if you are acquitted—well, on the word
of a gentleman, I will kill you as I would & mad dog’”
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“T hke the scheme well enough  ~aul D \itagnan, * but
how to meet her # °

* Tune, dear fuend time bungs opporiuniy — the more we
venture, the mote we gamn, when we know how to wait ’

* Yes, but to wait surtounded by assassms and poisoners

“ Bah'” said Athos, ¢ God has presenyed us lutherto, God
will preseive us still

* Yes, he has, bewides we are men, and all things con-
stdeted, 16 18 owr business to risk ow hves, but she— he
added in an undeitone

“ She ° who ?” asked Athos

¢ Madame Bonacieny ’

¢ Ah!' that s true,’ «<aad Athos, © I had foruotten her °

“3Well, * said Xramis, © but have vou not lcarned by the
letter you found on che dead assassin that she 1 m a convent ?
One may be very comfortable 1n a convent, and as soon as
the siege of Rochelle 18 over, I piomise vou, as far as I am
concuned— "’

¢ Well,” sail Poithos, “1t appears to me that there 1s a
vely simple way ’

“What ? ”* asked 1’ Artagnan

You say she1s 1 a convent ? ” 1eplied Purthos

¢ Yes”

“ Well, as soon as the siege 18 over, we’ll cairy her off from
that convent ’ v

* But we must find out what convent she 18 1m

* You aie 11ght,” sard Porthos

‘T think T have it,” said Athos “ Do you not beheve,
D’ Artagnan, that 1t 1s the queen who has selected the convent
fon hey #7

¢ At least Timagine so

¢ Then,’ said arams, * I take upon myself to get news of
her »

“You, Arams ' ” cried the three friends, * how ?*

“ By the queen’s almoner, with whom I am very intimately
acquainted
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And with this asswiance, the four friends, having fimished
their modest 1epast, scpaiated, promising to meet again that
evening, D’Aitagnan returned to the Minimes, and the three
musketeeirs 1cpaned to the king’s quaiteis, whete they had to
prepaie thewr lodging

[In a lonely tavern, culled * The Infidel™ Athos overhears
Cardinal Richeliew commssion Milady to persuade the Duke of
Buckingham to withdraw the Englsh exzpedition from Rochelle,
and, 1n the event of his refusal to do so, to accomplish his death
In return, Miludy demands the assossination of D’ Artagnan
On the cardinal's departure from ihe iavern Athos confronts
MMilady, threatens her with death of any harm befalls D’ Artagnan,
and exlorts from her a paper that the cardinal had gwen her,
He then suffers her to leare for England on her mission to the
duke ]

CHAPTER XI
THE WAGER

ON rejoiung his three friends, D’Artagnan found them
assembleg] in the same room  Athos was meditating, Porthos
was twirlng his moustaches, Aiamis was reading prayers out
of a charming httle book of meditations, bound 1n blue velvet

“ By Jove' gentlemen,” said he, “I hope what you have
to tell me 1s worth the trouble, or else, I warn you, I will not
pardon you for making me come here instead of getting a httle
rest, after a mght spent 1n taking and dismanthng a bastion.
Ah'! why were you not there, gentlemen? It was warm
work

“ We were 1n a place where 1t was not very co'd ' ” rephed
Porthos, giving his moustache the pecuhar twirl that was his
habit

“ Hush ' " said Athos

DT M. H
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“Qh! ho!” said D’Aitagnan, comprehending the mus-
keteer’s shght frown, ‘ 1t appears theie 1s something new m
hand "

« Arams,” said Athos, “ you went to breakfast the day
before yesterday at the Infidel tavein, I beleve ?”

[13 Yes "

“ How did you faie ?”

T had but httle to eat, the day before yesterday was a
fast-day, and they had nothing but meat ”

“YWhat ' * said Athos, “ no fish at a scapoit *

“ They say,” said Aiams, reswming hus prous reading,  that
the dyke which the caidmal 18 making drives thew all out
nto the open sea

““ But that 1s not quite what I asked you,” rephed Athos,
“T want to know if you were left alone, and nobody inter-
rupted you ”

“Why, I think there were not many intruders, yes, Athos,
I know what you mean , we shall do very well at the Infidel

“ Let us go to the Infidel, then, for here the walls aie hike
skects of paper

D’Artagnan, who was accustomed to his friend’s mannc
of acting, and perceived immediately by a word, a gesture, or
a sign fiom him that things weie serous, took Athos s arm,
and went out with him without saymmg a word, Porthos
followed, chatting with Arams

On their way they fell in wath Giimaud, Athos beckoned
him to come with them , Grumaud, as usual, silently obeyed ,
the poor lad had by this time almost forgotten how to speak

When they arnved at the tap-room of the Infidel 1t was
seven o’clock in the moining, and day had broken, the thiee
friends ordered breakfast, and went into a room 1n which, the
host said, they were not likely to be disturbed

Unfortunately, the hour was badly chosen for a private con-
ference, reveille had just been sounded, every one was
shaking off the drowsiness of mght, and, to dispel the hurmd
morming air, came to take a gless atthe bar. dragoons,
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Swiss, guardsmen, musketecis, hight-hoisemen, succeeded one
another with a rapdity which mught answer the landlord’s
purposes very well, but agieed 1l with the views of thé four
fiiends So they replhed very cwutly to the salutations,
healths, and jokes of then companions

¢ Come,” smd Athos, we shall get involved in some pretty
quarrel, and we don’t need one just now D’Aitagnan, tell
us what soit of a mght you had, and we will describe ours
afterwards ”

“Ah! ves,” said a hight-hoiseman, loling about with a glass
of brandy 1in s hand which he was leiswely sipping, “ ah!
yes' You gentlemen of the guards were in the trenches last
night, and you had a bone to pick with the Rochellais

D’Artagnan looked at Athos to know if he ought to reply to
tlus intiuder, who jomed unasked in therr conversation

*“Well,” said Athos, ** don’t you hear M de Busigny does
you the honour of asking you a question ? Relate what
happened dunng the mght, since these gentlemen wish to
know

“Did you not take a bastion ? * asked a Swiss, who was
drinking 1um out of a beer-glass

* Yes, mir,” said D’Artagnan, bowing, “we had that
honour, as you may have heard, we actually put a bairel of
powder under one of the angles, which, when 1t blew up, made
a very pretty bieach, not only that, but as the bastion was
not built yesterday, all the rest of the building was much
shaken ”

“ And which bastion was 1t ? * asked a dragoon, who was
carrymng a goose on his sabre to have 1t cooked

" The bastion Sainj-Gervass,” rephed D’Artagnan, * from
behind wiuch the Rochellais have been annoying our work-
men.”

“ Was the affeir hot 7

“ Yes, moderately so, we lost five men, and the Rochellais
eight or ten.”

*“ Balzempleu ! 7 said the Swiss, who, notwathstanding the
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adinunable stock of oaths possessed bv the German language,
had acquired the habit of sweanng m French

¢ But,” said the hight-horseman, ¢ probably they will send
pronects this moining to 1epair the bastion "

Yes, probably,” said D’ Avtagnan

¢ Gentlemen,” said Athos, ¢ I have a wager to propose

“ Ah' ha' a vager!” cued the Swiss

¢ What 1s 1t * ” said the hght-hoiseman

‘ Stop a bit,” said the diagoon, placing hus sabie Like a spit
upon the two laige non dogs which held the fire-brands on the
heaith, ¢ stopa mt, ITammnit Youdog of a landlad! a
dutpping-pan 1nstantly, that I may not lose a diop of the fat
of this estimable bird

‘ You aie quite nght,” said the Swiss, * koose-kicase 1s
koot vith bastry

¢ There'” said the diagoon * Now for the wagm e
are all attention, M Athos ”

Yes ! now for the wager!™ said the light-horseman

“Well, Monsiewr de Busigny, I will bet you,” said Athos,
‘ that my thce compamons, MM Porthos, Aramw, and
D'Aitagnan, and mjyself, will go and bicakfast mn the bastion
Samt Gervais, and will remain there an hout, by the watch,
whatever the enemy may do to dislodge us "

Porthos and Arams looked at each other, they began to
understand

“ You aic gomng to get us all killed out of hand.” said
D’Artagnan, m Athos's ear

“We are much more hikely to be killed,” said Athos, *“ if we
do not go

‘ 'Pon my woid! gentlemen,” sa:d Porthos, turning 10und
upon his chan and twnling s moustache, “ that’s a fine
offer, I consider "

“I take 15, said M. de Busmigny, ‘“now let us fix the
stake *

“ Why, you are four, gentlemen,” said Athos, * and we are
four, a dinner for exght—will that do ?

.
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““ Capitally,” 1cplied M de Busigny

“ Perfectly well,” said the dragoon

¢ Dat suits me,” said the Swiss

The fourth auditor, who dunng all thus conversation had
played a mute pait, nodded to show that he acquiesced m the
proposition

 The bieakfast for these gentlemen 18 ready,”’ saxd the land-
lord

“Well, bring 1t 1n,” said Athos

The landloid obeyed  Athos called Grimaud, pointed to a
large basket standing 1n a corner, and made a sign to lnm 1o
wiap the food up 1n the napkins

Gnmaud peicerved that it was to be a picnic, packed the
viands 1nto the basket, added the bottles, and then took the
basket on lus axm

¢ But where ate you gomng to eat my brcakfast ? * sa1d the
landlo:d

* Of what consequence 1s that to you, if you are paid for
1t ? ' said Athos, and he thiew two pistoles majestically on
the table

“ Shall I g@ive you the change, sir ? > said the host

¢ No, onlv add two hottles of champagne and the difierence
will be for the napkms ”

The landloid had not made quite so good a baigamn as he
had at first hoped {01, but he made up for 1t by shpping mn tno
bottles of Anjou wine mstead of two bottles of champagne

‘ Monsiewr de Busigny,” said Athos, *“ will you be so kind
as to set your waich by mine, or permt me to regulate mine
by yours ?

* Certainly, sn,” said the hight-hotseman, drawing fiom his
fob a very handsomo watch set with diamonds,  helf-past
seven,”” said he.

“ Thurty-five mnutes after seven,” said Athos, * we shall
know that I am five minutes faster than you, sir.”

And bowing to all the astonished spectators, the young men
started off for the bastion Saint-Gervaus, followed by Grimaud
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carrying the basket, ignorant of wheie he was going, but, n
accordance with the passive obedience which Athos had taught
him, not even thinking of asking

As long as they were within the camp, the four friends did
not exchange a woid , besides, they weie followed by inquisi-
tive loungers, who, hearing of the wage1, were anxious to sce
how they would succeed. But when once they had passed
thd line of cucumvallation, and found themselves 1n the open
field, D’Artagnan, who was completely ignorant of what all
this meant, thought 1t was time to dcmand an explanation

¢ And now, my dear Athos,” said he, “ be kind enough to
tell me wheie we are going ¥’

‘ Why, you see, plamnly enough, we aic gomg to the
bastion

“ But what aie we gomng to do theie ?

“ Why, you know peifectly well we aic gomng to breakfast
theie °’

‘ But why did we not bicakfast at the Infidel 7 ”

¢ Because we have some very important things to talk over,
and 1t was umpossible to talk five minutes in that tavern with-
out being annoyed by all those 1mportunate fellows, who keep
coning in, saluting you, and talking to you, yondei, at
least,” said Athos, pointing to the bastion, *they will not
come and distutb us "

* It seems to me,” said D’Artagnan, with that prudence
which was so natuially alhed with hus gieat courage, “1it
seems to me that we could have found some retied place on
the downs o1 by the seashore ”

“Whete we should have been seen all four conferring
together, so that at the end of a guarter of an hour the
cardinal would have been infoimed by s spies that we were
holding a couneil *

“ Yes,” said Aramus, “ Athos 1s nght ¢ Let them flee to
the deserts’”

““ A desert would not have been amuss,” saad Porthos, ¢ but
the question was where to find 1t
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“ There 18 no desert where a bird cannot fly over one’s
head, o1 a fish leap out of the water, or a rabbit come
out of 1ts buirow, and I beheve that birds, fishes, and
1abbits have all hecome the caidinal’s spies  Better, then,
cairy out our undertaking, from which we cannot now retreat
without shame We have laid a wagel, a wager which could
not be foreseen, and of which I defy anyone to guess the true
cause In oider to win 1t, we are going to stay an hour in the
bastion We shall either be attacked, or we shall not If
we aze not, wo shall have all the time to talk, and nobody will
hear us, for I will answer for 1t the walls of the bastion have
no cais If we are attacked, we will talk of our aflans just
the same, and 1 defending omselves we shall cover ourselves
with glory  You see that everything 1s to om1 advantage ”

“Ye~, said D’Aztagnan, “ but we shall certainly be caught
by a bullet ™

¢ Well, my dear zellow,” rephed Athos, “you know well
that the bullets most to be dieaded arc not from open
enenues

“ But, for such an expedition, we surely ought to have
brought om1 muskets

“ You are stupd, friend Porthos, why load ourselves with
useless burdens ? ™

“I think a good musket, a dozen cartridges, and a powder-
flash are not very useless things 1n face of an enemy

* Well,” 1eplied Athos, *“ didn’t you hear what D’ Artagnan
said ? 7

“What did D’Artagnan say ?

* D’Artagnan said that in the attack last mght, eight or ten
Frenchmen were killed and as many Rochellais »

“What then ?”

“ They did not have time to plunder the bodies, did they ?
—for the moment they had something more urgent to do.”

“Well *”

“ Well, we shall find therr muskets, their cartridges, and
thewr powder-flasks, and instead of four muskets and a dozen



120 THE THREE MUSKETEERS lew

balls, we shall have fifteen puns and @ hundied charges to
fire ™

“Qh! Athos,” smud Aramus, © tiuly thou arta great man”

Porthos bowed 1 sign of acquiescence  D’Artagnan alone
fid not appear to be quite satished

Gumaud, no doubt, shated the voung man’s misgivings, for,
seeng that they continued to advance toward the bastion, he
pulled hus master by the skart of Ius coat

Where are we going ? > asked he by a gesture

Athos pointed to the bastion

¢ But,” saxd the silent Guimaud, still i the same dralect,
* we shall leave om skins there *

Athos 1a18ed Ins eyes and Ius finger toward heaven

Gnmaud put hus has<et on the glound and sat down, shak-
myg hs head

Athos touk a pistol fiom s belt, looked to see 1f 1t was
properly primed, cocked 1t, and placed the murzle close to
Cumaud’s ean

Gumaud was on his legs again, as if moved by a spung
Athos then made him a sign to take up lus basket, and to walk
on fitst Gumaud obeyed  All that Grumaud gamned by this
httle pantomume was that he was promoted fiom the 1ear-
mard to the vanguard

When they reached the bastion, the four filends turned
1ound

Moic than thiee hundied soldiers of all kinds were assembled
at the gate of the camp, and m a sepaiate gioup they could
dstinguish M dc Busigny, the chagoon, the Swiss, and the
fourth party to the wager

Athos took off Ius hat, put 1t on the end of his sword, and
waved 1t in the an  All the spectators returned him hus
salute, accompanying this politeness with a loud hurrah,
which could be plainly heard  After which they all four dis-

appeared into the bastion, where Grimaud had already
preceded them.
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CHAPTER XII

BREAKFAST IN THE BASTION SAINT-GERVAIS

As Athos had forescen, the bastion was oceupied only by a
dozen dead bodies, ¥iench and Rochellais

“ Gentlemen,” said Athos, who had assumed command of
the eapedition, * while Gumaud 18 laying out the bieakfast,
let us begin by getting together the guns and caitridges, we
can talk while perfornung that task These gentlemen,”
added he, poimnting to the dead bodies, ““ wall not hear us *

“But still we might thiow them into the ditch,” said
Porthos, “ after assming oursclves they have nothing mn their
pockets”

“Yes, said Athos, “ that’s Grimaud’s business

¢ W, then, cned D'Artagnan, “let Grimaud search
them, and thiow theni over the walls ”’

¢ By no means,” said Athos, ‘ they may be useful to us ”

¢ These dead bodies useful to us? ’ exclaimed Porthos.
“ Why, you are crazy, my dear friend ™

**Judge not rashly,” say the Bible and the cardimal,”
rephied Athos. ¢ how many guns, gentlemen ?

“ Twelve)” rephed Aramia.

“ How many cartndges ? °

“ A hundied ™

‘That’s quite as many as we shall want, let us load the
guns ™

The fom musheteels went to work As they were loading
the last musket, Grimaud announced that breakfast wascady.

Athos rephed, still by gesture, that 1t was all nght, and
showed Grimaud a kind of pepper-box, maling lum under-
stand that he was to stand. as sentinel. Only, to alleviate the
tedium of the duty, Athos allowed him to take a loaf, two
cutlets, and a bottle of wine

* And now, to table,” said Athos.
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The four friends sat down on the ground, with thewr legs
crossed, hike tailors

¢ There now,” said D’Artagnan, “ as there 18 no longer any
fear of being overheard, I hope you are gowng to let us mto
yow sectet

I hope, at the same tume, to provide you with amusement
and glory, gentlemen,” said Athos  * I have taken you fo1 a
very pleasant walk , here 18 a most delicious breakfast , and
five hundred people yondel, as you may see through the loop-
holes, are taking us for heloes or madmen, two classes of
imbeciles sufficiently alike ”

* But the secret ! ” said D’ Artagnan

The scciet 1s,” sa1d Athos, * that I saw Milady last mght ”

D Artagnan was hfting a glass to his lips, but at the mention
of Milady, his hand shook so that ho put the glass on the ground
again, for fear of spilling the contents

* And where ? ** demanded he

* About two leagues trom here, at thc Red Dovecote
tavein

¢ In that case I am lost,” saxd D’ Artagnan

¢ No, not quite so yet,” rephed Athos, *for by tlus time
she must have left the shores of France ”

But, after all,” said Porthos, ¢ who 15 Milady ? *

* A very charming woman ' > said Athos, sipping a glass of
spaikling wine * That rascally landlord ' cried he, “he
has given us Anjou wine mnstead of champagne, and fancies
we know no better ! Yes,” continued he, “ a very charmmg
woman, to whom our friend D’Artagnan has given some
offence for which she tried to pay hum off, a month ago, by
having lum killed by two musket-shots, a week ago by
attempting to poison him, and yesterday by demandmg lus
head of the cardinal

“ What ' by demanding my head of the cardinal ?” cned
D’Artagnan

‘ Yes, that 13 as true as the Gospel,” said Porthos, “I
hea1d her with my own ea1s.”
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“So did 1,” saad Arams

“But I can never escape,” said D Artagnan, “with such
enemies, Fust, there 13 my unknown man of Meung, then
De Waides, on whom I have wfhicted thieec wounds, next
Milady, whose secret I have discoveired , and last the cardinal,
whose vengeance I have balked ”

*Well,” said Athos, * that only makes four, and we aie
four—one for one By Jove! if we may beheve the signs
Gumaud 18 making, we are about to have to do with a much
greater numbe:r of people *’

‘ WVhat’s the matter, Guumnaud ? > said Athos. *‘ Consider-
ing the seriousness of the case, I permit you fo speak, my
friend , but be brief, I beg of you What do you see ?

“ A troop ”

‘ How many persons ? ”

“Twenty men ”

* What so1t of men ? "

* Bixteen pionecrs, four soldiers ™

“ How fai distant ?

¢ Jfive hundied paces

‘ Good'! We have just time to fimish this fowl, and to
dunk one glass of wine to your health, D’Artagnan ! °

* To your health,” 1epeated Porthos and Aramis

* Well, then, to my hcalth ! though I do not beleve that
you good wishes will be of much service to me ”

“Bah'” said Athos, * ‘God 15 great,’ and the future 18
m His hands ”

Then, swallowing the contents of his glass, winch he put
down close to hum, Athos arose carelessly, took the nearest
musket, and went to one of the loop-holes.

Porthos, Aramis, and D’Artegnan did the same. Grimaund
was ordered to place himself behind the four friends, i order
to reload their guns

In o moment the troop appeared, they were advancing
along a sort of branch trench, which gave commumication
between the bastion and the city
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“By Jove!” said Athos, “it was hmdly woith while to
disturb ourselves for twenty fellows armed with pickaxes,
mattocks, and shovels ! Gumaud needed only to have made
them a sign to go away, and I am sure they would have left
us alone ™

“I doubt that,” 1ephed D’Aitagnan, for they aie
advancing very resolutely Besides, m addition 1o the
ploneeis, there aie four soldiers and a coiporal armed with
muskets ”

“ That’s because they didn’t see us,” sard Athos

“Farth ' ” smd Azamis, ¢ 1 vow 1t goes against the gram to
firc on these poor 1ascals ™

‘He 1> a bad puest,” said Porthos, ‘ who pities
heretics ”

“In truth,” said Athos, * Aranus 15 nght—I will warn
them ”

* What in Heaven’s name aie jou going to do ? ’ cued
D’Artagnan, “ you will be shot, mv dear fellow ! °

But Athos paid no heed to his adviee , and, mounting on
the bicach, with Ins musket m one hand and Ius hat m the
other

‘““ Gentlemen,” said he, bowing courteously, and addiessing
the soldiers and the proncers, who, astomshed to see hum,
stopped at fifty paces fiom the bastion, “ gentlemen, a few
fuends and mysclf are engaged at breakfast i this bastion
Xow, you know nothing 1s more disagiceable than bemng dis-
turbed when one s at bicakfast We 1equest you, then, it you
really have business here, to wait 11l we have finished our
1cpast, o1 to come later on, unless vou are wisely desirous of
deserting the 1ebels, and will come and dunk with us to the
health of the king of Fiance ”

* lake care, Athos!” cried D’Artagnan, “ don’t you see
they are aimung at you ? >

*“Yes, yes,” said Athos, * but they are only rabble—very
bad marksmen , they will be sure to miss me ”

In fact, at the same instant four shots were fired, and the
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bullets flattened themseclves against the wall 10und Athos,
but not one hit him Four shots i1ephed to them, almost
nstantancously, but much better aimed than those of the
aggressots  Thiee soldiers fell dead, and one of the pioneers
was wounded

¢ Gumaud,” said Athos, still on the bicach, ‘ another
musket ! ”’

Gumaud instantly obeyed The thiee friends had 1cloaded
thenr aims, another discharge followed the second, the
corpotal and two pioneeis fell dead, the 1est of the troop
took to flight

“ Now, gentlemen, for a sortic ' ”’ eried Athos

And the four friends 1ushed out of the fort, gained the field
of battle, picked up the muskets of the four soldiers, and the
corporal’s bayonet, and, convinced that the fugitives would
not stop tll they got to the city, turned again toward the
bastion, bearng with them the tiophies of then victory

** Reload the muskets, Gnmaud,” said Athos, “and we,
gentlemen, will go on with owmr breakfast and resume our con-
versation Wheie were wo /7

¢ T 1emembe1,” said D’Artagnan ; “‘ you were saying that
after demanding my head of the cardinal, Milady left the
sholes of Fiance Wheie 18 she gomng ? *’ added he, consider-
ably mteiested mn the journey which Milady was taking,

‘- She 18 going to England,” said Athos

‘ What for *

“To assassinate the Duke of Buckingham, or cause lum to
be assassinated *’

D’Artagnan uttered an exclamation of surprise and mdig-
nation

* But this 1s infamous ! ” cned he

1 beg you to beheve,” said Athos, * that I care very httle
about that. Now you have done, Gnmaud, take our corporal’s
bayonet, tie a naplan to 1t, and plant 1t at the top of our
bastion, that these rebel Rochellais may see that they have
to deal with brave and loyal soldiers of the kung
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Giuimaud obeyed without 1eplying

An mstant afterwards the white flag was floating over the
heads of the four fuiends, a thunder of applause saluted 1ts
appearance , half the camp was at the barrier

* But why do you care so little whether she kill Buckingham
ot not ? The duke 13 our friend ”

“ The duke 13 an Englishman, the duke 1s fighting agamnst
us, let her do what she likes with the duke, I caie no moie
for hm than for an empty bottle ”

* One moment '’ said D’Artagnan, “1I will not gve up
Buckingham 1n this way, he gave us some very fine
hoises °*

“ And, above all, some very handsome saddles,” said
Porthos, who at that very moment was weanng the lace of
his on his cloak

¢ Besides,” said Aramis, “ God desires the conversion, and
not the death, of a sinner

“ Amen!” smud Athos, * and we will return to that subject
later, if such be your pleasure, but what I was most anxious
about at the moment——and I am sme you will understand
me, D’Artagnan—was to secure from this woman a kind of
carte-blanche, which she had extorted from the caidinal, and
by means of which she could with impumty get nd of you and
perhaps of us

“This crcatmie must be a fiend ! ” said Porthos, holding
out his plate to Aramis, who was carving a fowl

*“ And this carte-blanche,” asked D’Artagnan, “ this carte-
blanche—has she 1t stall ?

“No, I gotit, I wll not say wathout trouble, for f I did I
should tell a he ”

‘ My dear Athos, I shall give up counting the number of
times you have saved my hfe.”

“ And you have that letter of the cardinal’s ?» exclaimed
Aramis

“ Here 1t 18,” said Athos

And he took the precious paper from his coat pocket.
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D’ Artegnan unfolded 1t with a hand the trembhing of whch
he did not even attempt to conceal, and 1ead

“ By my order and for the good of the State, the bearer
hereof has done what he has done
“ August 5, 1628 RICEELIEY »

“ 1t 18, 1n fact,” said Aramus, ‘‘ a complete absolution ™

* That paper must be torn 1n pieces,” said D’Artagnan, who
fancied he read in 1t lus death sentence

“On the contrary,” said Athos, “1t must be preserved
most carefully , I would not give up this paper for as meny
gold pieces as would cover 1t

*“ And what 1s she going to do now ? ” asked the young man

“ Well,” 1ephed Athos carclessly, ‘‘ she 18 probably gomg
to write to the cardmal that a blackguardly musketeer, named
Athos, has taken her safe conduct from her by force She
will advise him, 1n the same letter, to get nd at the same time
both of um and of his two frends, Arams and Porthos The
cardinal will remember that these are the same men who are
always crossing his path  Then, some fine morning, he will
have D’Artagnan arrested, and for fear he should feel bored
m his loneliness, he will have us sent to keep um company 1n
the Bastille »

*“ There, now! You seem to me to be making very dull
jokes, my dear fellow,” said Porthos

* I am not joking,” said Athos

“ Do you know,” saxd Porthos, * that to twist that cursed
Milady’s neck would be less of a sin than to twist the necks of
these poor Huguenots, who have commutted no other crimes
than singing in French the Psalms that we sing in Latin ¢ ”

‘ What says the abbé ? ” asked Porthos quetly

“I say I am entirely of Porthos’s optmon,” replied Aramis.

“ And T too,” said D’Artagnan

‘ Fortunately, she 18 o good way off,” said Porthos, * for I
confess she would make me feel very uncomfortable if she
were here
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¢ She makes me fecl uncomfortable 1 England as well as
1 Fiance,” said Athos

¢ She makes me fecl uncomfortable wherever she 1s,” said
D’Aitagnan

But when you had her mn your power, why did you not
diown hei, or strangle het, o1 hang her ? ”* said Porthos, “1t
15 onlv the dead who don’t come back agan ™’

* You think so, do you, Poithos ? ” replied the musketeer,
with a sad smle

*“1 have an 1dea,” said D’Artagnan

¢ What 151t ? ” cried the musketeers

¢ To aims ! ** shouted Gumaud

The young men sprang up and scized thewr muskets

This time a small t100p advanced, consisting of fiom twenty
to twentv-five men, but now they weie not pioneers, but
solducs of the gairison

¢ Shall we 1etwin to the camp ? ** suggested Porthos, 1
don’t think the «ides aie equal,”

“ Impossible, for thiee reasons,” rephed Athos, ¢ the fiist
19, that we have not finished bieakfast, the second is, that we
have still some very important things to talk about , and the
thuid 14, that 1t yet lacks ten munutes before the hout will be
over 7’

¢ Well, then,” said Aramis, “ we must think out a plan of
battle ”

It’s very sumple,” replied Athos, ‘ as soon as the cnemy
ate within 1ange, we must fite on them , 1f they continue to
advance, we must fire again, we must fire as long as we
have loaded guns, then 1f the 1est of the troop persist in
mounting to the assault, we will allow the besiegeis to
1each the ditch, and then we will push down on thenr heads
that stup of wall which scems to stand only by a nuiacle of
equihbrium ”

“Bravo '™ cried Porthos,  decidedly, Athos, you were
born to be a general, and the cardinal, who fancies himself a
great captain, 18 nothing to you
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‘ Gentlemen,” said Athos, “no divaided attentton, I beg;
let each one pick out his man

“T cover mine, ’ said D’Artagnan

“ And I nune,” said Poithos

¢“ And [ do hkewise,” smid Aramis

“ Fue, then ' ” said Athos

The fom muskets made but one report, but four men fell

The dium immecdiately beat, and the little t100p advanced
1n double-quick tiume

Then the musket-shots were 1epeated, without 1egulanty,
but always aimed with the same correctness Nevertheless,
as if they were awazxe of the numenical weakness of the friends,
the Rochcllais continued to advance at the run

At every three shots at least two men fell, but those who
remamned did not slacken then advance

On 1caching the foot of the bastion, theie were still about
fiftcen of the cnemy A last discharge welcomed them, but
did not stop them  They leaped mnto the diteh, and prepared
to scale the breach

¢ Now, my fuends,” said Athos, “ fimsh them at a blow , to
the wall ! to the wallt”

And the four inends, aided by Grnmaud, pushed with the
barrels of their muskets an enormous stietch of the wall,
which bent over as if swajed by the wind, and, giving way
from 1ts base, fell with a hoinible crash into the ditch Then
a fearful ciy was heaid, a cloud of dust mounted toward the
skv,—and all was over !

Can we have destioyed them all, from the first to the
last ? > said Athos

¢ Fath, 1t seems so,” said D’ Artagnan

No,” cuied Porthos, * there are thiee or four, lmping
away”

In fact, thiee or four of these unfortunate men, covered with
dirt and blood, wete escaping along the trench, and were
making for the city These were all that were left of the
hittle tioop.

DT M I
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Athos looked al us watch.

¢ Gentlemen,” said he, ‘ we have been here an hour, and
our wager 18 won, but we will be fan players Besides,
D’Artagnan has not told us his 1den yet

And the musketect, with his usual coolness, went and sat
down again before the remamns of the breakfast

My 1dea ? * saxd D’Artagnan

“Yes, you said you had an idea,” said Athos

“Oh!Iiemember now,” said D’Artagnan  “ Well, I will
go to England again, I will go and find Buckingham "

* You shall not do that, D’Artagnan,” saad Athos coolly

“ And why not ? Have I not been theie once ?

“Yes, but at that period we were not at war, at that
period Buckingham was an ally, and not an enemy What
you now contemplate doing would amount to treason ™

D’Artagnan perceived the force of this 1casoning, and was
silent

““ But,” said Porthos, *‘ I think I have an 1dea ™

* Silence for M Porthos's 1dea ! ™ saxd Aramis

“Y will ask leave of absence of M de Tiéville, on some
pretext or other, which you must invent, as I am not very
clever at pictexts DMilady does not know me, I will get
access to her without her suspecting who I am, and when I
catch the sweet creature, I will strangle her ”

* Well,” rephed Athos, *“I am inchned to approve of M
Porthos’s 1dea ”

* For shame!” said Aramis, “kill & woman' Xo, listen
tome, I have a genuine 1dea ™’

* Let us have your idea, Arams,” saxd Athos, who had a
great respect for the young musketeer

“We must infoim the queen ”

*“ Ah, ’pon my word ' yes,” said Porthos and D’Artagaan
at the same time, “I think we are getting at the proper
means ”

* Inform the queen ' said Athos, *“‘and how? Have we
any frniends at court ? Can we send any one to Paris without
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1t bemg known i the camp ? It 18 a hundred and forty
leagues from here to Pans, before our letter reached Angers
we should be 1n a dungeon ”

“ As to sending a letter safely to her Majesty,” said Aramus,
“I will take that on myself I know a clever person at
Tours—

Aramis stopped on seemg Athos smile

“ YVWell, do you not appiove of this means, Athos ? ** asked
D’Artagran.

“1 do not reject 1t altogether,” said Athos, * but I wish to
remund Aramis that he cannot quit the camp, and that no
one but one of ourselves can be trusted , that two hours after
the messenger has set out, all the spies and agents of the
cardinal will know your letter by heart, and you and your
clever person will be ariested  And besides, the gueen would
merely save Buckingham, but would take no heed of us at all

“ Gentlemen,” said D’Artagnan, *“ what Athos says 1s full
of sense

“ Aha !'” exclaimed Athos, suddenly, * what’s gong on 1n
the aty ?”

“ They are sounding the alarm

The four friends histened, and all heard distinctly the sound
of the drum

“You will see they are gomng to send a whole regiment
agamst us,” said Athos.

“ You don’t think of holding out agamst a whole regiment,
do you 7 ” mmqured Porthos

“ Why not, ? ” said the musketeer I feel myself quite 1in
the humour for 1t, and I would hold out against an army 1f
we had only taken the precaution to bring a dozen more
bottles of wine ”

“’Pon my word, that drum 13 gettang nearer,” sad
D’Artegnan.

“ Let 1t come,” saxd Athos ‘It 18 & quarter of an hour’s
journey from here to the city, consequently a quarter of an
howr’s journey from the city here That 18 more time than
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we need to devise a plan. If we leave this place, we shall
never find another so suitable Ah'! stop! I have i,
gentlemen,—the very idea has just occurred to me”

“ Tell us then ”

¢ First allow me to give Gumaud one o1 two mdispensable
orders

Athos made a sign for hus lackey to draw near

*“ Gumaud,” said Athos, ponting to the bodies which lay
m the bastion, “ take those gentlemen, sct them up against
the wall, put their hats on then heads, and their guns in then
hands

*Oh, gieat man'” cried D’Artagnan, ° I undestand
now 7’

* You understand ? ”* said Porthos

* And do you understand, Guimaud ?” said Aramis

Gnmaud made a 51gn 1n the affirmative

“ That’s all that’s necessary,” said Athos, “ now for my
1deca ”

* Yes ! yes! Athos’s 1dea !’ cried Aramus and D’Artagnan
at the same time

¢ This Milady—this woman—this crcatme—this fiend has
a biother-in-law, T think you told me, D’Aitagnan ?

¢ Ycs, I know him very well, and I also behieve that he has
no very waim aftection for lus sister-in-law

“ There 15 20 harm 1n that , 1f he detested her, 1t would be
all the better,” 1eplied Athos

¢ In that case, we are as well off as we could wish *

* And now,” said Porthos, “I should Like to understand
what Giimaund 1s up to ”

Silence Porthos ! ** said Aramis

* What 1s her biother-in-law’s name ? »

' Lord Winter ”

“ Where 1s he now ?

“ He returned to London at the first rumour of war

“ Well, he's just the man we want,”” saxd Athos, * we must
warn um  We will send him word that his sister-m-law 1s on
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the pont of assassinating some one, and we will beg him
not to lose sight of her He will put ls sister-in-law 1n some
place of confinement, and we <hall be lcft 1n peace °

“ Yes, ’ smd D’A1tagnan, ¢ until she gets out again

¢ Ah, ponmy woid ! said Athos ‘ vou 1equite too much,
D Artagnan, I have given you the be«t I was capable of, and
I cannot improve on 1t ”

“ But I think 1t would be still better,” said Aianus, * to
inform the queen and Lord Winter at the same time ”

““Yes, but who 1s to cany the letter to Tours, and who the
Ictter to London 7

* T answel for Bazin,” said Aranus

And T for Planchet,” said D Artagnan

‘ That 18 so,” said Poithos, ‘ if we cannot leave the camp,
owm lackeys may ”

‘To be sme they may ’ said Aranus, “ and this very day
we will nite the letters, give them money, and they will set

“out ”

“We will give them money ? ” replied Athos  “ Have you
any money ?

The fom fuiends looked at one another, and a cloud came
over the brows which had been for an instant so cheerful

Quick ' ” cried D Artagnan, “ T see black and 1ed specks
moving yonde1  You were talking about a regiment, Athos ?
It 18 a whole army ' ”

¢ ’Pon my woid,” smd Athos, ° ves, theie they aie Do
you see the sneaks coming without diums or trumpets Ah't
have you finished, Grimaud ?

Giuimaud made a sign 1n the affirmative, and pointed to a
dozen bodies which he had sct up i1n the most picturesque
attitudes, some carrying arms, othets appearng to aim, and
the rest sword 1 hand

“Bravo'” smid Athos, ¢that does honour to your
1magination ”’

“ Very good,” said Porthos; “I should hke, however, to
be enhghtened.”

?
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““ Let us get away fust,” said D’Artagnan, “and you can
be enlightened afterwards ™

“ One moment, gentlemen, one moment, give Grimaud
time to clear away the things ”

¢ Look'” said Aiamus  “ the black and red specks aie
growing visibly larger, I agiee with D'Artagnan—I believe
we have no time to lose 1f we arc to regain our camp

* Faith ! ” said Athos, “ I have nothing mote to say against
a 1etieat , our wager called for an hour, we have stayed an
hour and a half Nothing can be samid, let us be off, gentle-
men, let us be off '

Guimaud had alieady gone onwith the basket and the dessert
The four friends followed, and had gone about ten paces

“Ah'” cried Athos “ What in Heaven’s name shall we
do now, gentlemen ?

“ Have you forgotten anything,” said Arams

“The flag' We must not leave a flag in the enemy’s hands,
even though that flag be but a napkin ”

And Athos 1an back to the bastion, mounted the platfoim,
and brought off the flag, but as the Rochellais had come
within musket 1ange, they opened a terrble fire on lum, since
he appeared to be exposing himself for the pleasure of 1t

But Athos seemed to bemr a chaimed life, the balls
whistled all around lum , not one it him  He waved his flag,
turning hus back to the city guards and saluting those of the
camp On both sides loud shouts arose—on the one smide
cries of anger, on the other shout; of acclamation

A second discharge followed the first, and three balls passing
through the napkin made 1t a real flag  Shouts were heard
fiom the camp “Come down ! come down !

Athos came down, s fnends were anxiously waiting for
him

 Come on, Athos, come on ! ”* cried D’Artagnan , “ now we
have found everything except money, 1t would be stupid to
be killed

But Athos continued to march majestically, in spite of all
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the advice his compamons gave him, and they, finding their
advice wasted, regulated their pace by s

Grimaud and s basket had gone on far in advance, and
both were out of reach of the balls

An 1nstant later a furious fining was heard.

** What’s that ? ” asked Porthos, ‘ what are they finng at
now ? I hear no balls, and I can see no one ! ”

“ They’re firing on our dead men,” rephed Athos

* But our dead men will not return their fire ”

“You are night, then they will fancy 1t 1s an ambuscade,
they will deliberate, and by the time they find out the joke we
shall be out of range That’s why 1t 1s useless to work one-
self up nto an apoplexy by gomng too fast ™

* Oh, I understand now,” said the astomshed Porthos

‘ That'’s very lucky,” saxd Athos, shrugging s shoulders

The Fiench, seemng the four friends returning lesuiely,
1a18ed shouts of applause

At length a fresh discharge was heard, and this time the
balls came 1attling among the stones around the four frends,
and whistling sharply in their ears  The Rochellais had just
taken possession of the bastion

** What bunglers ! ” sa1d Athos , ‘‘ how many have we killed
of them—a dozen ? ”

“ Or fifteen 7

“ How many did we crush under the wall ?

“ Eaght or ten ”

“ And m exchange for all that, not a scratch! Ah! but
what 18 the matter with your hand, D’Artagnan ? It looks
to me as if 1t were bleeding ”

‘ Oh, 1t’s nothing,” said D’Artagnan.

““ A spent ball

“ Not even that ”

“ 'What 18 1t, then ? ”

We have said that Athos loved D’Artagnan as though he
were hus son, and this stern and unbending man sometimes felt
a parent’s anxiety for him.
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‘ Only gmaczed a lttle,” 1eplied D’ Artagnan, “my fingers
welc caught between the stone of the wall and the stone of
my ung, and the slkun was bioken ”

* That comes of wearing diamonds, my master,” said Athos
casdainfully

“ Ah, to be swme,” ciied Poithos, “of course 1t 15 a
diamond , why on earth, then, do we plague ourselves about
money, when we have a dzamond ? ”

“ Why, that’s & fact ' saxd Aramis

“ Well thought of, Porthos , this time you have really had
andea ’

“Ceirtainly I have,” said Porthos, diawing himself up
proudly at Athos s comphment, ‘since theie 1s a diamond,
let us sell 1t
¢ But,” said D’ Artagnan, “it 18 the queen’s diamond
¢ All the morc 1eason why 1t should be sold,” 1eplied Athos ,
as the queen 15 saving Buckingham, het lover, nothing could
be more just, the queen 18 saving us, her fiiends, nothing
mote reasonable, let us sell the ciamond What says
Monsieur 'Abbé ? I don’t ask Porthos Ius opinion has been
given ”

¢ Why, I thunk,” said Aramus, “ that since his ring 1s not a
love-token, D’ Artagnan may scll it ”

“My dear Aiamis, you speak like theology persomufied
Yow: opimon, then, 15—

 Sell the diamond ”

“IWell, then,” smd D’Artagnan galy, “let us sell the
diamond, and say no more about 1t »

The fusillade was still going on, but the fmends weie out
of 1ange, and the Rochellais only fired to scothe their feclings

“Faith ' 1t was time that 1dea came nto Porthos’s head—
here we are .n camp  Therefore, gentlemen, not a word more
of this affair  We are observed—they are coming to meet us ,
we shall be borne 1n triumph >

In fact, as we have said, the whole camp was m commotion.
More than two thousand persons had been watching this

3
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fortunate escapade of the fowr fiiends, an escapade the 1eal
motive of which no onc guessed Nothing was heard but
eries of “ Hunah for the musketeers! Hwirah for the
guards'” M de Busigny was the first to come and shake
Athos by the hand, and acknowledge that Le had lost Iy
wager The diagoon and the Swiss folloned him, and all
their comiades followed the diagoon and the Swiss There
was no cnd to the conmatulations, hand-shakings, and
embiaces, thele was mextingmshable laughter at the
Rochellais  The tumult at lenath became so gieat that
the cardinal fancied there was a 1.0t, and <ent La Houdimeére,
the captain of lus guaids, to find out what was gomng on

The cxploit was deseribed to the messenger m the highest
teims of enthusiasm

“Well ? ° asked the cardinal, on La Houdimdie s 1etuin

* Well, monseigneur,” 1eplied the latter,  thiee musketeers
and a guardsman laid a wager waith M de Busigny that thev
would go and hreakfast in the Bastion Saint-Gervais, and
while at bicakfast they held it for two hours agammst the
encemy. and have killed I don t know how many Rochellais ’

¢ Thd you mquue the names of the thiec musketeers ?

‘ Yes, monseignem

‘ What arc then names ?

“ MM Athos, Porthos, and Arams ”

Always these three brave fellows!” murmured the

caidmal  “ And the guard ?

“M d’Artagnan ”

 Stall that young scapegrace Positively, these four men
must be mmne

That same eveming the cardinal spoke to M de Tiéwille of
the moining’s exploit, which was the talk of the whole camp.
M. de Tréville, who had heard the account of the adventure
from the mouths of the heroes themselves, related 1t 1n all its
details to his Eminence, not forgetting the episode of the
napkin.

“Very well, Monsieur de Tréwille,” said the cardinal,
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¢ pray let me have that napkin I will have three fleur-de-hs
embroideted on 1t in gold, and will give 1t to your company as
a standaid

¢ Monseigneur,” smd M de Tréwlle, “ that will hardly be
domng justice to the guards M d’Artagnan 1s not mine, he
serves under M des Essaats ”

“ Well, then, take him,” said the cardmnal, * when fom
men are so much attached to one another, 1t 18 only fair that
they should serve 1n the same company "

That same evenung M de Tréville announced this good
news to the thiee musketeers and D’Artagnan, mviting all
fow to breakfast with him next mormng

D’Artagnan was beside himself with joy We know that
the dicam of his hfe had been to become a musketeer

The thice friends were hkewise greatly delighted

¢ Faith ! said I’ Artagnan to Athos,  that was a magmfi-
cent 1dea of yoms ! As you said, we have acquned glory, and
wete enabled to cairy on a conversation of the greatest
mmportance ”

“ Which we can resume now without anybody suspecting
us, for we shall henceforth pass for cardmalists ”

That evening D’Artagnan went to present his compliments
to M des Essarts, and inform him of lus promotion

M des Essarts, who esteemed D’Artagnan, offered lum any
help he requued, as this change of corps would entail expenses
for outfit

D’Artagnan respectfully declined, but thinking the oppor-
tunity a good one, he begged him to have the diamond he put
mto his hand valued, as he wished to turn 1t mto money

By cight o’clock next morning, M des Essarts’s valet came
to D’Artagnan’s lodging, and gave him a purse contaimng
seven thousand livres

This was the price of the queen’s diamond.

[D’ Artagnan despatches s servant, Planchet, to England to
uarn Lord Winter of Milady’s massion, and on landing she 13
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taken snlo custody and put under the guard of a fanatieal young
Purdan officer, named Felton  Milady, however, succeeds 1n
corrupting even Fellon and wn persuading him to effect her return
to France and to assassinate the Duke of Buchingham at Ports-
mouth D’ Artagnan 15 informed of the whereabouts of Madame
Bonacieuz, but he and ls friends reach the convent, where she 18,
only to find that she has been porsoned by Milady In company
with Lord Wainter, and an unknown man wn a red cloak, the four
Jriends pursue and orertake Milady They hold yudgment upon
her and condemn her to death  The sentence 1s duly executed by
the unknoun n the red cloal, the man whom DMilady had first
and most deeply wronged ]

CONCLUSION

Ox the aixth of the followmang month, the king, in comphance
with the promise he nad made the cardinal to leave Pans and
to 1etuin to Rochelle, set out fiom lis capital, unable to
1ccover fiom his amazement at the news which was just
beginming to spread abroad, that Buckingham had been
assassinated

The king’s joy had been at first very hvely, but he soon
became dull and indisposed agamm, s biow was never
serene for any length of time He felt that by returming to
Iis camp he was about to become once more a slave, and yet
nevertheless he returned For him the cardinal was a
fascinating serpent, and he a bird flymng from branch to
branch without being able to escape

So the 1eturn to Rochelle was profoundly dull Our four
friends, 1n particular, astomshed then comiades. They
travelled together, side by side, with melancholy eyes and
hanging heads Athos alone, from time to time, raised his
broad brow A flash kindled 1n lis eyes, a bitter smile passed
over his ips  Then, hike s comrades, he again resumed s
meditation.
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Whenever the escort artived m a city, as soon as they had
escorted the king to his lodgings, the four fuiends either 1etired
to their own quarteis, o1 to some secluded tavein, where they
nerther drank nor played They only convcised m low
tones, looking round attentively {o sce that no one overheard
them

One day, when the king had halted on the way, to fly his
hawks, and the fom firends, according to then custom, mstead
of following the spoit, had stopped at a tavein on the high-
10ad, a man, 11ding full speed fiom Rochelle, pulled up ai the
door to dunk a glass of wine, and glanced mto the 100m where
the fom musketeers were sitting at table

¢ Ha ' Monsiemr d’Artagnan ' ’ said he, ““1sn’t that jou
I sce 1n theie 7™

D’Artagnan 1aised his head and utteied a a1y of joy It
was the man he called lus phantom, 1t was the stranger of
Mcung

D’Artagnan drew lus swoid and sprang toward the door

But this time, instead of eluding him, the stranger leaped
fiom his horse and advanced to meet D’Artagnan

“Ah! air!” said the young man, “T meet you, then, at
last * This time you shall not escape me ! °

“ Neither 1s 1t my mtention, s, for on this oceasion I was
seelang you I anest you in the name of the kmg I tell
you that you must surrender your swoid to me, su, and that
without 1esistance  Your hie depends uponit  Twarn you”

‘ But who aie you ? ”” demanded D’Artagnan, loweung the
pomt of his sword, but withoat yet suriendenng it

I am the Chevalier de Rochefort,” answered the stranger,
¢ Caidinal Richelieu s equerry, and I have orders to conduct
jou to Jus Eminence ”

We are 1etmining to his Emmence, my lord,” said Athos,
advancing, “and you will be good enough to accept M.
d’Artagnan’s word that he will go straight to Rochelle »

“1 must place lum 1n the hands of guards who will take
him to camp.”
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* We will serve as hus guards, si, on our word as genilemen ,
but, on om woid as gentlemen, likewise, added Athos,
“M d’Artagnan shall not leare us ™

The Chevalier de Rochefort cast a glance hehind, and saw
that Porthos and Aramis had taken then places between him
and the doox  He percenncd that he was completcly at the
meicy of these fom men

¢ Gentlemen,” said he, ¢ 1f M d’Aitagnan will smrender
lus swoid to me and join his woid to yows, I shall be satisfied
with your promise to convey M d’Artagnan to the caidinal’s
quarters

“You have my woid, su1, and here 13 my sword ”

“This suits me very well,” smil Rochefort, “ as I must
continuc my journey

 If 1t 15 to rejoin Milady,” said Athos coolly, “ 1t 1s useless ;
you will not find her »

“ W hat has become of her ? ”” asked Rochefort eageily

“ Come back with us to the camp, and jou shall know

Rochefort 1emamed thoughtful for a moment, then, as
they wcre only a day’s journey from Suigeres, where the
caidinal was coming to mect the hing, he resolved to follow
Athos’s advice and go bach with them

This 1ctmn gave him the advantage Likewise of watching
over his prisoner

They 1esumed their journey,

At thiee o’clock the next aftexnoon they 1eached Suigéies.
The cardinal was there awaiting Lows XIII The ministex
and the king exchanged numerous caresses, congiatulating
each other on the fortunate chance which had fieed Fiance
fiom the implacable enemy who had been rousing all Euiope
agamst her  After this, the caidinal, who had been mmformed
by Rochefort that D’Artagnan was arrested, and who was
anmous to see him, took leave of the kng, inviting hum to
come the next day to view the works on the dyke, which were
now complete

The cardinal, on ictmring 1n the evenng to s head-

3
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quarters at the budge of La Pierre, found D’ Artagnan without
his swoid, and the thiee musketeers armed, standing before
the door of the house which he was occupymng He looked at
them sternly, and made a tign with s eye and hand for
D’ Arlagnan to follow him

D’Artagnan obeyed

“We shall wait for you, D'Artagnan,” said Athos, loud
enough for the cardinal to hear him

His Eminence kept on lis way without uttering a single
word

D’ Aitagnan entcied after the cardinal, and behind D’ Artag-
nan the door was guarded

His Eminence went to the room which served him as a
study, and made & sign to Rochefort to bring m the young
musketeer

Rochefoit obeyed and retired ¢

D'Artagnan remained alone before the cardinal This was
his second interview with Richelieu, and he afterwards con-
fessed that he fclt sure 1t would be lus last ‘

Richelicy 1emamed standing, leaning agamst the mantel-
plece A table was between him and D’ Artagnan

“Bn,"” said the cardinal, “ you have been arrested by my
orders "

8o I have been told, monseigneur.”

* Do you know why 7™

¢ No, monseigneur, for the only thing for which I could be
ariested 18 still unknown to your Eminence "

Richelieu looked steadfastly at the young man

“Indeed '’ saxd he, * what does that mean ?

¢ If monseigneur will first tell me what cnnmes I am charged
with, I will tell him the deeds that I have done ”

“ You are charged with crimes that have brought down far
loftier heads than yours, mir,” said the cardinal

“ What are they, monseigneur ? ”* demanded D’Artagnan,
with a calmness that astomshed the cardinal nmself.

“You are charged with hawing corresponded with the
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enemues of the kingdom You are charged with having su-
prised state secrets You are charged with having tned to
thwart your general’s plans »

“ And who charges me with tlus, monseignem ?” saxd
D’Artagnan, who suspected the accusation came from Milady
‘A woman bianded by the law of the countiy, a woman
who was married to one man 1n France and to anothe: in
England, a woman who powsoned her second husband, and
who attempted to poson me!'”

““ What 1s all this, sir ' cried the cardinal, astomshed,
‘“ and what woman are you speaking of thus 7

¢ Of Milady de Winter,” 1ephed D’Artagnan;  yes, of
Milady de Winter, of whose many crimes your Eminence
was doubtless 1gnorant when you honoured her with your
confidence ”

“ 8ir,”” said the cardinal, ““if Milady de Winter has com-
mitted the crimes which you say, she shall be pumished.”

* She 18 pumshed, monseigneur ™

* And who has punished her ? ”

13 "‘Te k2]

¢ Is she mn pnison ?*

¢ She 18 dead ”

“Dead ' ” repeated the cardinal, who could not believe
what he heard “Dead'! Did you say she was dead ?”

* Three times she tried to kill me, and I pardoned her. But
when she killed Madame Bonacieux, my friends and I took her,
tried, condemned and executed her *’

D’Artagnan then related the pomwoning of Madame Bona-
cieux 1n the Carmehte convent of Béthune, the tmal m the
lonely house, and the execution of Milady on the banks of the
Lys.

A shudder ran through the cardinal’s body, and yet he did
not shudder readuly

But suddenly, as if under the influence of a secret thought,
the cardinal’s face, t1ll that moment gloomy, began gradually
to grow serene, and at last recovered the most perfect serenty.
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¢ So,” samid the cardinal, 1n a tone the mildness of which
contiasted with the seventy of his woids, ‘ you have con-
stituted yourselves judges, forgeiting that they who pumsh
without hicense to pumsh are assassmns ?

“ Monseigneut, I swear to you that I have never for an
instant had the intention of defending my head against you
I will submut to the pumshment your Eminence may please
to mnflict upon me I do not hold life dear enough to bLe
afiaid of death ™

¢ Yes, I know yvou are & man of courage, su,” said the
caidinal, 1n a tone almost affectionate, ‘I can therefore tell
vou beforehand you shall be tried, even condemned

¢ Another nught reply to your Emnence that he had his
paidon 1n his pocket I shall content myself with saying,
Command, monseigneur , I am recady ”

¢ Your paidon ? ” said Richelieu, surprised

* Yes, monseigneur,” said D’ Artagnan

“ And signed by whom—by the king ? ”

And the cardinal pronounced these woids with a singunlor
expiession of contempt

¢ No, by yow Eminence ”

By me? You aie mad, sir!”

* Monseigneu: will doubtless recogmze s own wuting ™

And D’Aatagnan presented to the cardinal the piccious
paper which Athos had forced from Milady, and which he had
aiven to D’Artagnan to serve hum as a safeguaid.

His Eminence took the paper and 1ead mn a slow voice,
dwclling on every syllable -

* “ By my order and for the good of the State the bearer hereof
has done what he has done
At the crunp of Rochelle, August 5, 1628
* RICHELIET ”

The cardinal, after reading these two lnes, fell into deep
thought, but he did not 1eturn the paper to D’Artagnan
“ He 18 meditating by what sort of punishment he will put
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me to death,” said D’ Aitagnan to himself  “ Verywell! On
my faith, he shall sce how a gentleman can die ! ”

Richeheu still continued tlunhing, twisting and untwisting
the paper m his hands At Jast he 1a1ved hus head, fixed s
cagle look upon D’Aitagnan s hank, loval, mtelhgent face,
1cad on s face all the suffenngs he had endumed, and reflected
for the thud o1 fomth time what a future this young man had
befoie Inm, and what 1esomces his activity, his courage, and
his undarstanding could devote to a good master

On the other hand, Miladv’s crimes, her stiength of mind,
and her infernal genius had moie than once {ernified him  He
felt sometiking hike a secret joy at being for ever 11d of such a
dangerous accomphee

He slowly {oiec the parer which D’Aitagnan had gener-
ously placed m lus hand.

¢ Tamlost ! " sard D’ Artagnan to himself

And he bowed low before the cardmal, hke a man who says,
“ Lotd, thy will be done t *

The emidinal went 1o a 1alle, and, without sithing down,
wiote a few hines oa a sheet of paichment {wo-thnds of which
was alieady filled up and affixed Ins seal {01t

¢ That 13 my condemnation,’ thought D’Arlagnan, “he
will spare me the tedium of the Bastille o1 the slow process of
a tual It’sanother proof of his kindness

i Here, sn,” said the cardinal io the young man, “1I have
taken fiom you one signed blank and T give you another.
The name 15 wanting m tlus commission, and you yourself
will witesb i ”?

D’Astagnan took the paper hesitatingly, and cast his eyes
avel 1t

It was a heutenant’s comnussion 1 the musketcers

D’Artagnan fell at the cardinal’s feet

¢ Monseigneur,” said he, *“ my life 18 yours ! Henceforward
dispose of 1t But I do not deserve this favour which you
bestow on me , I have thice frmends who aie more merntorious
and more woithy—

DTM K
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“You are an honest fellow, ID’Artagnan,” mterrupted the
cardmal, tapping hum famhaily on the shoulder, chaimed at
having subdued thus 1cbellious natwie  “ Do with this com-
mussion what you will Only remember that, though the
name 18 left blank, I give 1t to you ”

“T shall never forget 1t,’ 1ephed D’Aitagnan, ° your
Eniunence may be ceirtain of that ’

The cardinal tmined 1o0und and said 1n a loud voice

“ Rochefort '

The chevalier, who doubtless was behind the door, entered
immedhately

“ Rochefort,” smd the cardinal, ““ you see M d’Artagnan
T1ecerve him among the numbel of my fiends  Shake hands,
then, and be piudent, 1f you wish to preserve your heads’

Rochefort and D’Artagnan saluted each other cistantly,
but the caidinal was obseiving thom with lus vimlant eye

They left the chamber at the same time

“ We shall meet again, shall we not, sn ?”

“*When you please,” said D’Aitagnan

“ An oppoitumty will offer, * replied Rochefort

“ What’s that ? ” said the caidinal, opening the door

The two men smiled at each other, shook hands, and bowed
to hus Eminence  D’Artagnan then 1ejomed hus thiee friends

“We were begmuing to grow impatient,” said Athos

“Here I am, my friends,” 1epled D Artagnan, “ notl only
free, but 1n favom

“ When will you tell us about 1t ? >

“ This evenung

Accordingly, that same evening D’ Artagnan repaned to the
quarters of Athos, whom he found n & fau way of emptying
his hottle of Spanish wine, an occupation which he rehgiously
fulfilled every mght

He related what had taken place between the cardinal and
himself, and, drawing the commission from his pocket,—

“ Here, my dear Athos,” seid he, * this naturally belongs
to you ”
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Athos smiled lus sweet, fascinating smile

“ My fuiend,’ said he, “ for Athos this 1s too much  Keep
the commission—it 18 yours Alas ' 1t has cost you enough.”

D’Artagnan left Athos’s 100m and went to Poithos’s

He found im dicssed 1n a magnificent coat covered with
splendid cmbroide.y, looking at himself 1n a glass

‘ Aha!” exclaimed Porthos, “it 1s you, dear friend
How do you think these gaiments fit me ?

* Wonderfully well,” smid D’Artagnan , “ but I have come
to offer you a swt which will fit you still better *

* What’s that ? ”* asked Porthos

That of a lieutenant in the musketeers *

D’Artagnan related to Porthos his inteiview with the

caihinal, and, taking the commission from his pocket,—
Heie, my dear fuend,” said he, “ wnte your name 1 1t,

and become my officer ”

Poithos cast his eyes over the comnussion, and retuined it
to D’Artagnan, to the young man’s great astomshment

* Yes,” sard he, * yes, that would flatter me very much, but
I should not have time enough to enjoy the distmetion Iam
going to be maited  Look here—I was trying on my wedding
swit  Kcep your heutenaney, my dear fellow, keep 1t

And he 1eturned the commission to D’ Artagnan

The young man entered Aianus’s apartment

He found lum kneeling before a praying-desk with his head
leaning on an open prayc1-book

He desenbed to hum his inteiview with the cardinal, and,
for the third time drawing lus commssion fiom Ius pocket,—

‘ You, om fhiiend, om mtelligence, our invisible protector,™
said he, “accept this commission You have deserved it
mote than any one by yom wisdom and your counsels, which
were always followed by such happy results

“ Alas ! dear friend,” said Aramis, * our recent adventures
have entirely disgusted me with hfe and with the sword.
This time my determination 13 irrevocably taken  After the
siege I shall enter a monastery. Keep the commission,

DTW K2
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D’Aitagnan  The profession of axms swts you You will be
a hiave and gallant officer ”

D’Artagnan, his eye moist with gratitude and beamung with
10¥, went back to Athos, whom he found still at table, con-
templating the charms of hus last glass of Malaga by the light
of hiz lamp

* Well,” said he, “and they also have refused this com-
misston |

** Because, dear friend, no one 18 more worthy of 1t than
yourself

And he took a pen, wrote D’Artagnan’s name on the com-
Tssion, and returned it to him.
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NOTES

2,1 & cwsses : armour to cover the thighs,
2,1 8 mamllary museles : the muscles of the jaw

2,1 20 Béarn : a small province 1n the extreme south-west of
France

2,1 32 Rosmante * the name given by Don Quixote 1n Cer-
vantes' famous romance (published 1605-1615) to his
raw-boned steed The name though high-sounding
actually means * formerly a diudge-horse ™

8,1 21 gasconade * a vaunting boast, for which the natives
of Gascony were notorious

14,1 20 alarding pn  an mstrument used for mserting strps
of bacon in othet kinds of meat hefore cooking

15,1 22 mpstole ¢ a Spansh gold con worth about 18>

16,1 22 ¢he Luxembourg - a palace huilt by the queen-
mother, Marie de’ Medic1

16,1 20 The Louvre was ongmally built by Philip Augustus
at the beginning of the thirteenth centurv  This
{))alnce was pulled down by Franeis I, and a new
uilding was started by him m 1541 It was not
completed tall the reign of Louwis XTIV

20,1 24 Dax, Pau, Tarbes The first and last were towns of
Gascony  Pau was 1n the province of Béarn

22,1 25 the edicts + dueling had become so prevalent during
the reign of Henry IV that o number of Royal Edicts
had to he 1ssued by him and his suceessor to check the
practice

40,1 14 gerfalcon : a name appled especially to the Ice-
landic faleon

40,1 17 tiercel or tercel * properly means a male falcon, here
perhaps signifies the goshawk

48,1 26 Beaugency : a town 1n central France on the Loire
149
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P 34,1 28 secure me an abbey an abbey consisted of a
number of buildings, usually mcluding a large chuich,
occupied by monks  Over them was placed an abbot
The charce of an abbev was usually a lucrative and
not very onerous post

P 64,1 9 representing St Martin giving half s cloak St
Martin (316-400 1 D ) ws Bishop of Tours 1t 16 sad
that once when at Anuens he divided lis cloah with a
beggar, and on the following might had a vision of
Christ making known to the angels this act of chanty
as having been done to hmmself St Martin became
the patron samnt of hospitahty , hence his appearance
on an mn sign

P (9,1 14 Picards inhahitants of Picardy mn the north-east of
Fiance, in which the towns of St Omer and Calus
were meluded

P 80,1 1 embargo an order prohibiting any foreign <hips
from enternng, o1 any ships from leaving, the ports of
a country

P 85,1 7  holsters : leather cases for holding mistols, erther
fixed to the saddle or attached to the belt

P 89,1 2 ensign* formetlv o commssioned officer of the
lowest grade m the mfantry In the time of Shakes-
peare the name had been corrupted mto ancient’

P 92,1 26 parhament the Parliament or Pailement of Paris
corresponded 1n no <ense to the English Parhament
It was a avic body, but 1t possessed certamn special
privileges, one of which was the night of registering all
royal edicts  Without such registration no ediet was
legally vahd.

P 94,1 8 Duc de Guise: Henry duc de Guwse (1550-1588),
with his brother the Cardinal de Guise, headed the
Catholic pmty known as the League He war one of
the mnstigators of the massacre of St Bartholomew in
1572 He was assassinated with the conmivance of the
king, Henry III

P 94,1 28 Comte de Torrac, or de Toiras (1585-1636) made a
marshal of France, 1630  Captured the Isle of Ré
%:3137 successfully defended 1t agamst the Enghsh mn

P 95,1 22 Due d’Angouléme (1573-1630) a natural son of
Charles IX of France, was commander-in-chief at the
opemung of the mege of La Rochelle
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97,1 29 arquebuse also called mn English haiquebus an
early form of portable gun, for firing, the barrel was
supported on & trpod by a hook

98,1 19 Due d’Orléans as the eldest brother of the French
kg lLe bore the courtesy title Jonsicwr  Gaston,
Duc d' Orleans, was one of Richelieu’s noist enemies
he was cowardly and tieacherous and continually
mmpheated n plots

99,1 5 bashon a projecting portion of a fortification or a
wall, stiengthened so as to be capable of defence
aganst an attacking foice

09,1 25 revétement, or, m English, revetment—the 1etaining
wall of the tiench

99,1 30 counterscarp 1s the outer wall o1 slope of the ditch

100,1 16 masked : concealed from view D’Artagnan was
concealed from the enemy i the bastion

102,1 2 a hundred Iows a French gold coin worth about
20 ir ,=about 16s 8d 1n noimal tunes

105,1 29 Bassompierre (1579 1640) created o marshal,
1622, mmprisoned 1n the Bastille by Richeheu, 1631-
1042

105, 1 23 Schomberg, Henry Count de (1575-1632) made a
marshal 1625

109,1 16 thee and thou * used 1 the French only between
nem relatives, and to show attachment or devotion

112,1 33 the queen’s almoner - the almoner was the official
distributot of alms attached to a great household

115,1 36 Balzempleu a Swiss coiruption of the Fiench oath
‘par le sang de Dicu *

118,1 33 < Let them fiee to the deserts™ Aramis 1s piobably
thinking of St Luke xx1 21, “ Then let them that be
1n Judea flee to the mountsins ”

121,1 32 a Iund of pepper-box . a small turret shaped like a
pepper-box

126,]1 2 the white flag * the royal standard of France con-
sisted of three fleur-de-lys in gold upon a white ground

127,1 29 singing 1n French the Psalms that we sing 1n Latin.
The Huguenots, like all the Reformed Churches, used
therr native tongue for therr chareh service, while
Roman Catholies employ Latin
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I 138 1 32 hvres: old Fiench money of account 1 hvre=
20 sous, about equal to a mudern frane

P. 143,1 29 Carmelite convent The Carmelhtes origmated as
an order in the middle of the twelfth century They
denived then name fiom Mount Carmel, where the
origmators of the order lhived as hermits m caves
After 1240, when the Crusacders were driven out of
Palestine, they migrated to Sicily, France and England,
and became one of the four orders of Mendicant ¥riars
They were also Imown as the White Friars  Both
men and women were admitted to the ordct



QUESTIONS AND SUBJECTS FOR ESSAYS

1 Give an account of whathappened at the « Jolly Miller ** on
the first Monday of Apul 1625, putting the words mto the mouth
of one of the eitizens of Meung, who 1s supposed to be relating
what he saw to his wife

2 Describe briefly the character of Loms XTIT

3 Relate the story of the fight between the three musketeers
and D'Artagnan and the cardinal's guards, m the words which
D'Axtagnan would use m descubmg 1t to the hing

4 Descuibe the varions devices employed by the cardinal to
prevent D’ Artagnan and his three fuiends from reaching London

5 Compare the characters of the Duke of Buckingham and
Cardmnal Richeheu

6 Where ate the following places, and 1n what way are they
connected with the storv  Tarbes, Amiens, Samt-Valery, Villeroi,
St Germain, the Islc of Ré ?

7 Who were the Huguenots ?  Why was Cardinal Richelieu so
anxious to ctush them ?

8 Who were the following, and what part do they play in the
story the Chevalier de Rochefort, M de Tréville, Planchet,
Bernajoux, Comte de Wardes, Master O’Reilly, Brisemont, M de
la Trémoulle, Grimaud ?

9 Compare D'Artagnan’s character with that of the hero of
any other historical romance you have read

10 Which of the three musieteers seems to you the most
attractive character * Give your reasons

11 Describe a day m the hfe of a musketeer or a guardsman
m Pans mn diary form

12 Tell in your own words any one of D’ Artagnan’s adventures

13 Describe a journey between London and Pamns to-day, and
contrast 1t with a similar Journey m I)’Artagnen’s time,

153



154 QUESTIOXS AND SUBJECTS FOR ESSAYS

14 Make a map of the dufferent places mentioned in The Three
MMusletcers, and trace 1n colour the journeys of D’Artagnan

15 Diamatise and act certain episodes (eg Breahfast mn the
Bastion Saint-Gervais)

It will also be found to add great mtereat to class-work if
certain portions are read diamatically, the vanous characters m
the story bemg allotted to individual pupls or to small gronps
of the class

BOOKS FOR FURTHER STUDY

The best account of Dumas and his work in English 1« that of
Arthur B Davidson entitled Alevandre Dumas Pcre, his Life and
Warks (1902) The article i the Encyclopeedic Britannica,
vol v, mav also be consulted Shorter appreciations will be
found i Awdiew Lang’s Leiters to Dead Authors and m R L
Stevenson s Memorws and Portraits

Lo the history of the perod, J B Perkins’ Richelieu, mn the
Herors of the Nations series, 18 recommended , also B Lodge s
Richelien, m the Forewgn Statesmen series, and The Seienteonth
Centnury (The Nalwnal Hastory of France) by Jacques Boulenger,
LEnghsh Menslation, 1920
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