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FOREWORD

The term “best seller” was coined and came into common use
because it filled a need. A term was needed to describe what
were not necessarily the best books but the books that people
liked best. For a long time people have been interested in what
other people read and why. If we are studying what books were
popular in any period of our history, it is important to know
not only what people could have read, or should have read, but
what they did read. The record of what books a great many
people have bought and read is a part of the social history of
those people.

The bobks which have been important from a literary stand-
point have been recorded in many volumes of literary criticism.
Many of those books have had large and contmuing sales, though
some have only been appreciated years after they were published.
These great books are the product in which any country must
take great pride. On the other hand the record of best sellers
of the hundred or more years during which book publishing has
been an active industry in this country has not heretofore been
adequately made.

How many copies any book has sold is recorded on the files
of its publisher, and business records are not readily unearthed.
Fortunately, however, the comparative sales of books year by
year for the last half century have been kept systematically. The
closing of this fifty year period makes a natural occasion for
printing the record. The sales totals of books are more difficult
to gather and to verify, but such figures, insofar as they have
ever been printed, have become part of the historical files of the
Publishers’ Weekly office. Alice Payne Hackett, who has had
so much to do with the development and completeness of these
files, has pursued for her book every figure that could be verified
by the files or records in the publishing offices.

Fifty Years of Best Sellers will open up to the student and
bookman new fields. for speculation. Perhaps students of literary
history will try to chart the evolution of public taste from these
records and writers of tomorrow’s best sellers find, in these titles
of the past, some clue to the perennial elements of popular appeal.

Freperic G. MELCHER
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Fifty Years of Best Sellers






THE STRUCTURE OF THE BEST SELLER

ACTS and figures provide the record of best sellers from

Beside the Bownnie Brier Bush in 1895 through the fifty
years to Strange Fruit in 1944. These records for each year,
compiled from the monthly reports of the booksellers of America,
make what can be imagined as a moving picture of this country’s
reading interests, projected against the background of national
history. Sometimes the background stands out strongly and
clearly, as during the two world wars, when book titles were
shaped by the dramatic events of those years, Sometimes the
screen shows only dimly gray shadows, as people turn to the
romance of gaily colored fiction to escape from the monotony
of passing events which have little direct impact upon themselves.
Occasionally a title illummes an event in the passing cavalcade
of history—like The Jungle and the light it throws upon the
fight for pure food laws in the early 20th century. The study
of the books the American public has read and bought through
the past fifty years throws fascinating light on changing cus-
toms, manners, and morals, as well as political events.

Comment upon literary and social currents 1s, however, only
incidental 1n this book. Its primary concern is to assemble, from
many sources, the available facts about best sellers, in the expec-
tation that future historians and researchers will find them useful.

One of the questions most frequently asked about best sellers
is, “How many copies does a book have to sell to be a best
seller ” Such a question embodies a very common misconception.
“Best seller” 1s a purely comparative term  When one book sells
more than any other book at a certain time and place, that book
is the best seller at that time and place. Books may be best sellers
for a week, a month, a year, ten years, best sellers in New York
or Grand Rapids. There is no one point in sales at which books
automatically become best sellers. A sale of 5,000 copies may be
excellent for a book intended for a special audience, but mean
failure for another. Therefore, to say that a book is a best seller
is to use a comparative term in a definitive sense.

In spite of the misconception regarding the correct use of
“best seller,” whereby the term is loosely applied to any book or
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FIFTY YEARS OF BEST SELLERS

any author, it has been well absorbed into the English language
through usage. Webster defines best seller as “a book, and, hence,
any article of merchandise whose sales are among the highest of
its class; also, the author of such a book, or, especially of several
such books.” Like such words as radar, quisling, movie, television,
or streamlining, “best seller” (used strictly to describe a book)
was not in use in 1895, when Harry Thurston Peck, editor of
The Bookman, first conceived the idea of formulating systematic
best-seller lists in America.

Beginning in 1895, The Bookman published each month, until
it passed out of existence i 1933, the lists of the best-selling
books sent to it by large retail bookstores throughout the country.
By 1902, “best seller” had been established, mainly through the
publicity derived from The Bookman’s lists, as a term specifically
applied to books About 1903 the magazine set the limit of its
monthly list of titles at six and called the lists “the six best sellers.”
Nowadays the widely known best-seller lists—those of the New
York Tunes Book Review, the New York Herald Tribune Weekly
Book Review, and the book trade journal, The Publishers’ Weekly
—include from 10 to 20 or 25 titles in both fiction and non-
fiction. To some extent the inclusion of a larger number of titles
than the original six is an answer to critics of such hists who
claim periodically that, because of the publicity given best sellers,
the attention of the public is directed to a small number of books,
to the detriment of many others of equal or superior literary merit.

Two types of best-seller lists are given in this book; as in the
case of labor unions, they may be described as horizontal and
vertical. What I call the horizontal group are the lists for each
of the past fifty years, 1895-1945. From 1895 through 1911 these
lists are based upon The Bookman’s monthly reports, Since dur-
ing that period the stores did not list fiction and non-fiction sepa-
rately, fiction rose to the top, amazingly enough, no non-fiction
title appeared on any list compiled for those seventeen years.

From 1912 on, the lists are those compiled each year by The
Publishers’ Weekly and Books of the Month (now Bowker Book
Guides) ; these annual lists are based upon the monthly lists pub-
lished by both periodicals. The method of preparing The Pub-
lishers’ Weekly lists is in general the same as that originally used
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THE STRUCTURE OF THE BEST SELLER

by The Bookman, except that between 70 and 100 representative
bookstores send in reports, instead of The Bookman’s 20 or 30.

In 1912 and 1913 when The Publishers’ Weekly began to run
best-seller lists, separate records for fiction and non-fiction were
made each year, instead of both types being included in one
classification, as was done by The Bookman. Because non-fiction
did not sell in any great quantity in those days, the two classi-
fications were dropped for the next three years in favor of fic-
tion alone. But the sale of non-fiction on timely topics increased
in 1917 because of our entry into World War I; hence, there are
three classifications in 1917 and 1918: fiction, general non-fiction,
and war books. The fiction and non-fiction headings have con-
tinued in general use since 1919. Although in World War II no
distinction was made in segregating general non-fiction and war
books, the preponderance of the latter on the non-fiction lists
shows their importance in the minds of the people.

Before the 189%0’s, novels sustained their popularity over a
longer period. Thus in the 1890’s a novel often appeared on the
lists for two successive years, usually near the top the first year,
lower down the second year. Beside the Bonnie Brier Bush was
first in 1895, tenth in 1896; Quo Vadis was first in 1897, fifth
in 1898. By the turn of the century, however, even before the
advent of movies, radios, and automobules, the pressure of mod-
ern living was affecting the length of the life of popular books.
According to The Bookman in 1902, “The period during which
a popular novel enjoys favor is growing shorter all the time
nowadays and can be measured by weeks where formerly months
obtained. This comes naturally from the flood of fiction that is
being placed upon the market and vigorously promoted practically
every month in the year. Time was when a book that was en-
joying a vogue was considered good for a year at least.”

Not until 1931 and 1932, when The Good Earth was the best-
selling novel for both those years, did the sale of any book pub-
lished after 1895 extend over so long a period. Professor Irving
Harlow Hart, who has closely studied best-seller records ever
since they were begun in 1895, and several of whose analytical
articles on the best seller are listed in the bibliography at the
end of this book, found a most cheering note in the popularity
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FIFTY YEARS OF BEST SELLERS

of The Good Earth. On the basis of his own method of analyzing
best-seller lists, he determined that The Good Earth was the most
popular book in the period from 1919 to 1932 and that it was
second in popularity from 1895 to 1932; whereupon he wrote,
“The popularity of this book nullifies the adverse criticism of
American reading taste based upon past preferences and gives
the lover of lterature renewed faith in the character and judg-
ment of the reading public. . . . Evidently the American reader
reads what he reads when he reads it and declines to be largely
influenced by anything other than the book itself.”

The trend for longer lives for books continued. Anthony
Adyerse was at the head of the fiction list in both 1933 and 1934.
In non-fiction Life Begins at Forty was first in 1933, second in
1934. Gomne with the IWind headed the fiction lists for 1936 and
1937. For the first two years after its publication in 1942, The
Robe was never lower than fifth on any monthly Publishers’
Weekly best-seller list, and it headed the annual list for 1943,
was second in 1944.

The literary taste of the reading public through these fifty
years is a matter of opinion Certain types of books in both
fiction and non-fiction have persisted and recurred. The 1890’s
saw the end of one period of great popularity for the religious
novel, but during the late 1930’s and early 1940’s this type of
fiction regained its hold on popular fancy The historical novel
had a similar great era in the first decades of the 20th century,
reached another peak in the 1930's. Accepted as the least meri-
torious period of American fiction are the years preceding World
War I, when the novels of Harold Bell Wright, Gene Stratton
Porter, and Zane Grey had their heyday. Both world wars have
stimulated more thoughtful writing. After World War I came
realism in fiction, introduced by Sinclair Lewis’ Matn Street. The
most widely read novel about that war, All Quiet on the Western
Pront, was published nearly ten years after the close of the war.
“Self-help” books, books on diet, cookery, and health, and game
books appear and reappear on the lists throughout the fifty years,
as well as biographies, travel books, histories, and discussions of
current political, social, and economic themes. Literary histo-
rians of the future, looking back at the titles read in our own
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THE STRUCTURE OF THE BEST SELLER

times, may think they are just as amusing, in just as poor litérary
taste, as we consider some of the books read two, three, or four
decades ago.

What I have called the vertical list of American best sellers
is the one that lists the sales figures, for it cuts right across the
yearly lists, those that are purely comparative, which show only
what books outscld all the others in their respective years. Some
titles from these yearly hsts appear on the all-time list, some do
not On the other hand, the appearance of many titles on the all-
time list but on none of the yearly lists 1s explained by the fact
that some books continue to sell for many years, thus accumulating
large sales totals but never selling enough copies in any one month
or year to compete with the current best sellers. Five hundred
thousand copies was the figure arbitrarily chosen as the minimum
total sales for a book to be included on the all-time best-seller list.
This list attempts to mclude all the books that have sold 500,000
copies or more since 1880, with the exception of textbooks, hand-
books, annuals, pamphlets, etc, and books on which the copy-
right has expired, that is, books in the public domain.

Copynight, which entitles the publisher, or the author, to sole
ownership of a book, 1s granted by the federal government for
a period of twenty-eight years and may be extended for an addi-
tional twenty-eight years. Books which are more than fifty-six
years old may therefore be published, free of copyright restric-
tion, by anyone who wishes to do so. This makes it almost im-
possible to estimate the sales of classics which have been brought
out in numerous editions by many publishers. Many of the pub-
lishing houses which 1ssued them are no longer in existence and
others are unwilling to release sales figures. Hence no attempt
has been made to include many classics—from the Bible, Shake-
speare, the Rubaiyat, and on through the great English novels
to many of Mark Twain’s books nearer our own time. In the
case of books published in England, it is even more difficult to
collect sales figures, for 1t was not until 1891 that the United
States had a copyright agreement with Great Britain. Before
then, many books were brought out in this country without
authority, and no records were kept; not even exhaustive re-
search could reveal how many copies of Pickwick Papers, for
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FIFTY YEARS OF BEST SELLERS

instance, have been sold in this country.

By far the greater part of this list of American best sellers,
1880-1945, is made up of fiction—about 90 of the 150 or so titles.
There are about 35 non-fiction titles ; the rest are juveniles or semi-
juveniles. Children’s books have long lives; books loved by one
generation of children are passed on to another much more tena-
ciously than are adult books. About a dozen titles on the list are
detective stories. Throughout the entire list, religion and humor
stand out noticeably as themes.

The number of books that have become best sellers has re-
mained fairly constant from one decade to another since 1880,
except for a distinct increase since 1940. In the five years from
1940, there were almost as many books which sold over 500,000
copies as there were in the previous ten years. Marketing meth-
ods have changed rapidly. The book clubs, which began in 1926
and 1927 with comparatively modest printings of around 25,000
of each selection, have recently shot up to where between 400,000
and 600,000 copies of each book chosen are required. Thus, a
book which the Book-of-the-Month Club or the Literary Guild
sends its members has to sell only 100,000 copies through book-
stores to be included automatically on the list of books selling
half a million copies. A large part of the sales of the best-selling
books of recent years is accounted for also by the popular-priced
reprint editions which have appeared. As the result of the re-
striction on paper made necessary during World War II, many
books were released to reprint publishers before the original edi-
tions had attained their full sales, because the original publishers
had exhausted their paper quotas. A4 Tree Grows in Brooklyn,
for instance, published in 1943, was still selling well at its original
$2.75 when it was taken over, in 1944, by a reprint publisher and
the record first printing of 600,000 copies was put on sale at
$1.49. The small-sized paper-bound reprints at 25 cents issued
by Pocket Books and other reprint houses, and the large paper-
bound book format which Simon & Schuster, for example, have
popularized with such titles as Wendell Willkie’'s One World
and Bob Hope’s I Never Left Home have enormously expanded
the market for timely titles.



THE STRUCTURE OF THE BEST SELLER

Postwar mass marketing—reaching America’s millions of
readers instead of merely hundreds of thousands—is an absorb-
ing topic for the publishing world. The history of best sellers
of the past half century may give some clue to what the best
sellers of the future will be, in what quantities they will sell,
and what direction literary taste may take.
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18956

FICTION

1. BesipE THE BoNNIE Brier Bush, by Ian Maclaren. Dodd,
Mead

2. TriBy, by George du Maurier. Harper

3. Apventures oF CAPTAIN Horw, by Frank R. Stockton.
Scribner

4. Tue ManNxMaN, by Hall Caine. Appleton

5. Princess ALINE, by Richard Harding Davis. Harper

6. DAavs oF AuLp LaNG SynNE, by Ian Maclaren. Dodd, Mead

7. THE MAsTER, by Israel Zangwell. Harper

8. THE PrisONER OF ZENDA, by Anthony Hope. Holt

9. REGENERATION, by Max Nordau. Appleton

10. My Lapv Noeopy, by Maarten Maartens. Harper

THE year in which the first American best-seller lists were pub-
lished was in the era of bicycles (which were to stage a return
nearly fifty years later) and the Gibson girl, whose pompadour
hair-do was not unlike that in vogue in 1944. Rural free delivery
was established in that year, an event that was to have a notable
effect upon merchandising of every kind, including the marketing
of books. Romantic novels like The Prisoner of Zenda by An-
thony Hope and Richard Harding Davis’ Princess Aline, which
was illustrated by Charles Dana Gibson, suited the mood of the
period, though the homely Beside the Bonnie Brier Bush of lan
Maclaren and the exotic Trilby were the top best sellers. Best
remembered of the first ten are these two, both of them tremen-
dously successful in play form. Only two of the books on this
first list were written by American authors. The other eight titles,
by British and European authors, would have been unprotected
by copyright in this country five years earlier, and several pub-
lishers or printers could have issued them without any legitimate
arrangement with the rightful publishers. The arrangement for
American copyright for English authors in 1891 resulted in or-
derly publication—a fact which helped to make possible the com-
piling of best-seller lists.

IX



1896

FICTION

TouM GrogaN, by F. Hopkinson Smith. Houghton Miffim
2. A Lapy oF QuaLliTy, by Frances Hodgson Burnett.
Scribner
THE SEATs OF THE MIGHTY, by Gilbert Parker. Appleton
4. A SiNgurar Lirxk, by Elizabeth Stuart Phelps Ward.
Houghton Mifflin
5. Tue DaMnaTioN oF THERON WaRrE, by Harold Frederic.
Stone & Kimball
6. A House-Boat on THE StYX, by John Kendrick Bangs.
Harper
KaTe CarNEGIE, by lan Maclaren. Dodd, Mead
TrE Rep BaDGE oF COURAGE, by Stephen Crane. Appleton
SENTIMENTAL ToMmMY, by J. M. Barrie Scribner
BesioE THE BoNNIE Brier Bussh, by Ian Maclaren. Dodd,
Mead

(=Y
.
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GoLp was discovered in the Klondike. Bryan ran for President.
Books on bimetallism and the gold standard were the most widely
read non-fiction. Coin’s Financial School enjoyed a revival. In
Boston the Aeromautical Annual was, strangely enough, a best
seller. The popularity of the historical novel, America’s favorite
reading all through the 1890’s and the early 20th century and
later to be revived mn the 1930’s, was marked by the sales of such
books as A Lady of Quality and The Seats of the Mighty. Tom
Grogan, heading the 1896 list, marks the first appearance of that
long-time favorite, F. Hopkinson Smith. The success of 4 Sin-
gular Life and The Damnation of Theron Ware illustrates the
continuance of interest in religious novels from the previous de-
cade, when Robert Elsmere, by Mrs. Humphry Ward, and John
Ward, Preacher, by Margaret Deland, were high favorites. The
list shows an increase in the number of books by American
authors. Books by six of these authors—F. Hopkinson Smith,
Frances Hodgson Burnett, Gilbert Parker, Harold Frederic, John
Kendrick Bangs, and Stephen Crane—are still in demand by col-
lectors of American first editions.
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1897

FICTION

Quo Vabis, by Henryk Sienkiewicz. Little, Brown

Tue CHOIr INVISIBLE, by James Lane Allen. Macmillan

SoLpiers oF ForTUNE, by Richard Harding Davis. Scribner

ON THE FACE oF THE WATERS, by Flora Annie Steel.
Macmillan

PHRoso, by Anthony Hope. Stokes

TuE CHrisTIAN, by Hall Caine. Appleton

Marcarer Ociuvy, by J. M. Barrie. Scribner

SENTIMENTAL ToMMy, by | M Barrie Scribner

THE Pursuit oF THE House-Boart, by John Kendrick Bangs.
Harper

10. THe HoNorABLE PETER STIRLING, by Paul Leicester Ford.

Holt

bl ol )

LN

ALTHOUGH the “400” ruled New York society and decreed the
conventions of the nation, the great novel of the day was that
famous story of the early Chnistians, Quo Vadis. This year
marked the appearance of Little, Brown & Company as a pub-
lisher of best sellers. James MclIntyre of that firm showed genius
in reaching large markets, especially difficult at that period with
a book with a Latin title, the author of which had a long Polish
name. The semi-religious novels of Hall Caine were coming into
prominence too. This year also saw the first appearance among
best sellers of Paul Leicester Ford, whose books, together with
those of Winston Churchill (the American novelist), Charles
Major, Mary Johnston, and others, were the record makers of
their day in the field of historical fiction. The Honorable Peter
Stirling had an interesting publishing history. Its publisher,
Henry Holt & Company, was chiefly known for scholarly volumes
and textbooks, although in 1895 it had taken a successful fling
in trade publishing with The Prisoner of Zenda Peter Stirling,
issued in a small first printing, did not reach large sales until one
San Francisco bookseller announced that the chief character was
modeled upon President Cleveland. Word-of-mouth advertising
brought the sales of the book eventually to 228,000 copies.

13



1898

FICTION

1. CarLes West, by F. Hopkinson Smith. Houghton Miffin

2. HucH WyNNE, by S. Weir Mitchell. Century

3. PENELOPE’s ProGrEss, by Kate Douglas Wiggin. Houghton
Mifflin

4, HeLBECK OF BaNNISDALE, by Mrs. Humphry Ward.
Macmillan

5. Quo Vapis, by Henryk Sienkiewicz. Little, Brown

6. THE PRIDE oF JENNICO, by Agnes and Egerton Castle.
Macmillan

7. THE Day’s Work, by Rudyard Kipling. Doubleday,
McClure

8. SHREWsBURY, by Stanley Weyman. Longmans, Green

9. SimoN DALk, by Anthony Hope. Stokes

THE ADVENTURES OF FrRANGoIs, by S. Weir Mitchell.
10 Century
"}THE BATTLE oF THE STRONG, by Gilbert Parker. Houghton

Mifflin

“REMEMBER the Maine!” swept the nation following the battle-
ship’s destruction by an explosion in Havana Harbor, which
brought the United States into war with Spain on April 25. The
Spanish fleet was destroyed in Manila Bay on May 1. The Phil-
ippines (temporarily captured by the Japanese forty-four years
later) were annexed, and the peace treaty was signed on De-
cember 10. “The end of the war came at an opportune time for
autumn business,” says a book trade letter of the period. Several
authors were included on the best-scller list for the first time—
Rudyard Kipling, whose books created a furor, Kate Douglas
Wiggin, and S. Weir Mitchell. The sale of Mitchell's Hugh
Wynne was not handicapped by the book’s being published in
two volumes, as was Helbeck of Banmisdale, by Mrs. Humphry
Ward. Though Mark Twain was writing at this period, his books
never appeared on bookstore best-seller lists, for most of them
were issued by subscription companies whose house-to-house sales
were not recorded in best-seller reports from bookstores,
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1899

FICTION

—

Davip HaruM, by Edward Noyes Westcott. Appleton

2. WaeN KNicHETHOOD WaAs IN FLOWER, by Charles Major.
Bowen-Merrill

Ricuarp Carver, by Winston Churchill. Macmillan

TaE Davy’s Work, by Rudyard Kipling. Doubleday,
McClure

REep Rock, by Thomas Nelson Page. Scribner

AvYLWIN, by Theodore Watts-Dunton. Dodd, Mead

JaNice MerebitH, by Paul Leicester Ford. Dodd, Mead

Mr. DooLEY IN PEACE AND WaR, by Finley Peter Dunne.
Small, Maynard

No 5 Jouwn StreET, by Richard Whiteing. Century

THE MARKET Prack, by Harold Frederic. Stokes

PN kW

[
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AN INTERNATIONAL Peace Conference sponsored by the Russian
government met at The Hague. Aguinaldo staged an insurrection
in the Philippines and the Boer War began. The great novel of
the day, David Harum, a novel that became a stage hit and many
years later a movie with Will Rogers in the title role, was the
story of a down-to-earth countryman of upper New York State.
When Knighthood Was in Flower was the first best-selling novel
to bear the Indianapolis imprint of the Bowen-Merrill Company,
later the Bobbs-Merrill Company, a firm which developed a tech-
nique of exploiting popular fiction that greatly influenced Amer-
ican publishing. When Knighthood Was in Flower, Jonice Mer-
edith, and Richard Carvel are perhaps the best remembered of
the novels of this great era of historical fiction. Richard Carvel
introduced Winston Churchill to the best-seller lists, an Amer-
ican author who was to attain leading places on many later an-
nual lists and whose name was much better known then in Amer-
ica than that of Winston Spencer Churchill of England. Also
on the 1899 list appeared Mr. Dooley, Finley Peter Dunne’s
humorous character who is still quoted today.

15



1900

FICTION

1. To Have anND 10 Horp, by Mary Johnston. Houghton
Mifflin

Rep PoTTAGE, by Mary Cholmondeley. Harper

UNLEAVENED BRrEAD, by Robert Grant. Scribner

THE REIGN oF LAw, by James Lane Allen. Macmillan

EseNn HorpeN, by Irving Bacheller Lothrop

Janice MerepitH, by Paul Leicester Ford. Dodd, Mead

TaeE RepemPTION OF DAvip CorsoN, by Charles Frederic
Goss. Bowen-Merrniil

RicHARD CARVEL, by Winston Churchill. Macmillan

WueEN KNigHTHOOD WaAs 1IN FLOWER, by Charles Major.
Bowen-Merrill

10. Avrick or OLp VINCENNES, by Maurice Thompson.

Bowen-Mernill

N AN

Rl

1900 was the year of the Boxer Rebellion in China, the great
hurricane and flood in Galveston, Texas, and the first excava-
tion for the New York subway The new century began with
historical novels dominating the nation’s reading: To Have and
to Hold, Janice Meredith, Alice of Old Vincennes, and others.
David Harum had a follower in the field of rural wisdom in
Eben Holden, which for a short time brought D. Lothrop & Co.
(of Five Little Peppers fame) into the field of adult publishing.
Bowen-Merrill was prominent on the list with three Hoosier
novelists, Charles Frederic Goss, Charles Major, and Maurice
Thompson.
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1901

FICTION

THE Crisis, by Winston Churchill. Macmillan

Avrice oF OLp VINCENNES, by Maurice Thompson.
Bowen-Merrill

TrHe HELMET OoF NAvVARRE, by Bertha Runkle. Century

TrE RicHT OF WAY, by Gilbert Parker. Harper

EBen HorpEN, by Irving Bacheller. Lothrop

THE Visits oF ErLizaBerH, by Elnor Glyn. John Lane

THE Pupper CrowN, by Harold MacGrath. Bowen-Merrill

RicHARD YEA-AND-NAY, by Maurice Hewlett. Macmillan

GRAUSTARK, by George Barr McCutcheon. Stone & Kimbalt

D’rt AnD I, by Irving Bacheller Lothrop

[N

LQUOURPNA N B W

ot

PResIDENT McKinley was shot while attending the Pan-American
Exposition, and Theodore Roosevelt took office on September 14.
Though this was a year of financial pamic, famous novels sold
in the hundreds of thousands. The first book of a previously
unknown author, The Helmet of Navaerre, made such a success
as a serial in The Century that 1t was published in an unpre-
cedented first printing of 100,000 copies. Turming from the
Revolutionary setting of Richard Carvel to the Civil War scene
for his new book, Winston Churchill established The Crisis as
the best seller of the year Ahce of Old Vincennes climbed from
tenth place on the best-seller list of the previous year to second
place, via national advertising and promotion such as books had
seldom before been given. Graustark, with the Chicago imprint
of Stone & Kimball, established a lasting reputation for George
Barr McCutcheon, another of the Hoosier schopl of writers.
Together with Harold MacGrath’s The Puppet Crown, it marked
a new trend in fiction—toward the light romance of intrigue and
adventure in high society.
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1902

FICTION

THE VIRGINIAN, by Owen Wister. Macmillan
. Mrs WicGs oF THE CABBAGE PaTcH, by Alice Caldwell
Hegan. Century

3. DorotHy VERNON oF HappoN Harr, by Charles Major.
Macmillan

4 Tue Mississippi BussLE, by Emerson Hough
Bowen-Merrill

5. AUbprey, by Mary Johnston. Houghton Miffiin

6. THE RigHT oF Way, by Gilbert Parker. Harper

7. THE HouND oF THE BAsSkERvVILLES, by A. Conan Doyle.
McClure, Phillips

8. THE Two VANREVELs, by Booth Tarkington. McClure,
Phillips

9. THE BLUE FLOWER, by Henry Van Dyke. Scribner

10. Sir RicHARD CALMADY, by Lucas Malet. Dodd, Mead

Ll

WHILE “ragtime” swept America, Debussy’s Pelléas et Mélisande
was a popular success in Paris. The first “skyscrapers” were
being built. Historical fiction was still in full swing, making up
more than half the best-seller list. Advance orders for Mary
Johnston’s Audrey exceeded 100,000 copies. Several new writ-
ing reputations were established by 1902 sales—those of Owen
Wister, Emerson Hough, and Alice Caldwell Hegan (later Mrs.
Rice). The Hoosier school added Booth Tarkington to its best-
selling membership with his third book, The Two Vanrevels.
His first novel, The Gentleman from Indiana, had been published
m 1899. On this list too was the first detective story best seller,
The Hound of the Baskervilles, by that most famous writer of
detective fiction, the creator of Sherlock Holmes.
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1903

FICTION

1. Lapy Rose’s DAuGHTER, by Mrs. Humphry Ward. Harper
2. Gorpon KertH, by Thomas Nelson Page. Scribner

3. Tre Pit, by Frank Norns. Doubleday, Page

4. Lovey Mary, by Alice Hegan Rice Century

5. THE ViIrGINIAN, by Owen Wister. Macmillan

6. Mrs. Wices oF THE CaBBAGE PatcH, by Alice Hegan Rice.

Century

7. METTLE OF THE PASTURE, by James Lane Allen. Macmillan
8. LETTERs OF A SELF-MADE MERCHANT TO HIs Son,

by George Horace Lorimer, Small, Maynard

9. Tae ONE WoMaN, by Thomas Dixon, Jr. Doubleday,
Page

10. Tue LitrLe SEepHERD oF KiNngpoM CoME, by John Fox, Jr.
Scribner

1903 was the year of the first successful airplane flight, made by
the Wright brothers on December 17. In spite of the fact that
the past few years had been a period of financial crisis, the era
of great industrial expansion was beginning. Big business and
high finance were introduced as themes for the best seller by
Frank Norris’ The Pit 'With Lovey Mary, Alice Hegan Rice
repeated the success of her Mrs Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch.
Both were in the Century Company’s famous series of short
dollar novels, a series which reached its sales climax with The
Lady of the Decoration 1 1907. A new author, John Fox, Jr.,
appeared with the first of two novels that were to become almost
synonymous with the words “best seller.” There was only one
English author on the list, Mrs. Humphry Ward; but her Lady
Rose’s Daughter was in number one position.
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1904

FICTION

TuEe CrossiNg, by Winston Churchill. Macmillan
THE DELIvERANCE, by Ellen Glasgow. Doubleday, Page
TraE MAsQUERADER, Anonymous ( Katherine Cecil Thurston).
Harper
4 In THE BisHOP's CARRIAGE, by Miriam Michelson.
Bobbs-Merrill
SiR MoORTIMER, by Mary Johnston. Harper
6. BeveErLy oF GRAUSTARK, by George Barr McCutcheon.
Dodd, Mead
7. Tue LitTLE SHEPHERD OF KINGDOM CoME, by John Fox, Jr.
Scribner
8. REeBEcca oF SuNNYBROOK FArM, by Kate Douglas Wiggin.
Houghton Miffiin
9. My Frienp Prospero, by Henry Harland. McClure,
Phillips
10. TuE SiLENT PraAces, by Stewart Edward White McClure,
Phillips

LN

.(Jl

THE Russo-Japanese War was raging, and Americans were, on
the whole, sympathetic to Japan. Advertisements of the year
offered new rolls for phonographs, automobile road maps, one-
piece collar buttons, and Sapolio The World’s Fair was on in
St. Louis, the New York subway was opened, the Panama Canal
was begun, and the first successful tunnel under the Hudson
River was finished. In the magazines and newspapers the “litera-
ture of exposure” was appearing. Lincoln Steffens was writing;
Thomas W. Lawson produced Friday the Thirteenth; and Ida
Tarbell's History of the Standard Oi Company was running in
McClure’s Magazine. Among books, historical and romantic fic-
tion dominated the best-seller lists and the “sex problem” reared
its head. Again Winston Churchill topped all other novelists of
the year. An edition of 110,000 copies of Ellen Glasgow’s The
Deliverance was published; like most of these early 20th-century
novels, it was priced at $1.50.



1905

FICTION

1. TuE MARRIAGE OF WILLIAM AsHE, by Mrs. Humphry Ward.
Harper

2. Sanpy, by Alice Hegan Rice. Century

3. THE GARDEN OF ALiAH, by Robert Hichens. Stokes

4, THE CLaNsMaN, by Thomas Dixon, Jr Doubleday, Page

5. NEepra, by George Barr McCutcheon. Dodd, Mead

6. Tue GAMBLER, by Katherine Cecil Thurston Harper

7. THE MasQUERADER, Anonymous (Katherine Cecil Thurston),
Harper

8. THE House oF MirTH, by Edith Wharton  Scribner

9. TuE Princess Passes, by C. N. and A. M. Williamson.
Hok

10. Rose o’ THE River, by Kate Douglas Wiggin. Houghton
Mifflin

NoveLs were beginning to utilize motor cars and wireless teleg-
raphy, the new inventions of the period, in their plots. “Real-
ism'’ appeared in hiterature. Novels and plays on business themes
were popular. One of the stage hits based on this theme was
Charles Klein’s The Lion and the Mouse Maxine Elliott and
Mrs. Fiske were both stars of the period. The first 1ssue of
Variety was published on December 16. The Clansman, Thomas
Dixon’s novel of the Ku Klux Klan which was the basis for
The Birth of a Nation, one of the most famous feature pictures
of the silent movies, was well up on this year’s best-seller list.
The Williamsons made the hst with one of their first automabile
romances. They specialized in the type of story in which the
heroine falls in love with her chauffeur, who is actually the
scion of a titled British family. “Motormania” hit the nation in
a big way and practically all the publiuty pictures of authors
showed them at the wheels of their 1905 automobiles.
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1906

FICTION

ConistoN, by Winston Churchill. Macmillan

Lapy BavtiMore, by Owen Wister. Macmillan

Tae FicHTING CHANCE, by Robert W. Chambers.
Appleton

4, Tre House oF A Tuousanp CanDLES, by Meredith
Nicholson. Bobbs-Merrill

JANE CaBLE, by George Barr McCutcheon. Dodd, Mead

Tz JuncLE, by Upton Sinclair. Doubleday, Page

THE AWAKENING oF HELENA RITCHIE, by Margaret Deland.
Harper

8. THE SpoiLERs, by Rex Beach. Harper

9. Tue House or MirTH, by Edith Wharton. Scribner

10. Tue WHEFL oF LiFg, by Ellen Glasgow. Doubleday, Page

Sl

New:

ONE of the most influential novels ever published in this country,
Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle, awoke the American public to the
menace of the “meat trust” and resulted in the passage of the
Pure Foods and Drugs Act. Theodore Roosevelt, who took the
“big stick” to some of the big corporations, championed simpli-
fied spelling as well as trust busting. John Philip Sousa was the
March King of the nation. Willam Vaughn Moody's The Great
Divide was a Broadway success. William Randolph Hearst was
defeated for the governorship of New York State. Here for the
first time was an all-American best seller list, which Winston
Churchill headed for the third time. Robert W. Chambers’ The
Fighting Chance was published in a first printing of 50,000 copies,
in six weeks went to 100,000 and soon to 200,000. One of the
first hits in the mystery-adventure field which was not a costume
romance was Meredith Nicholson’s House of a Thousand Candles
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1907

FICTION

TaE Lapy oF THE DECORATION, by Frances Little. Century

THE WEAVERs, by Gilbert Parker. Harper

. Tue Port ofF MissiNng MEN, by Meredith Nicholson.
Bobbs-Mernlil

THE SHUTTLE, by Frances Hodgson Burnett. Stokes

Tae Brass Bowtr, by Louis J. Vance. Bobbs-Mernill

SATAN SANDERSON, by Hallie Erminie Rives  Bobbs-Memill

THE DAUGHTER OF ANDERSON Crow, by George Barr
McCutcheon Dodd, Mead

THE YOUNGER SET, by Robert W. Chambers Appleton

THE DocTor, by Ralph Connor. Revell

HALF A RoGug, by Harold MacGrath. Bobbs-Merrill

W
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1907 was a year of financial panic Harrison Fisher was the
popular artist of the time, along with Howard Chandler Christy,
who 1llustrated Beverly of Graustark, and James Montgomery
Flagg The Harnson Fisher “gift book” annual was called
A Dream of Fair Women, each colored illustration inspired by
a popular poem. 1907 was the year in which Ian Maclaren died;
he was the great popular novelist of the previous decade and
author of the first best seller of all these lists, Beside the Bonnie
Brier Bush Novelist Stewart Edward White was photographed
in his two-cylinder Maxwell runabout, Mrs. Pat Campbell arrived
to tour the country; Farrar and Chahiapin were singing at the
Metropolitan, and Mary Garden at the Manhattan Opera House;
the Lusitanig made 1ts first voyage to New York; and The Man
from Home, by Booth Tarkington and Harry Leon Wilson, was
the theatrical hit of the year. The Century Company’s short
dollar fiction series, which had started with the publication of
Mrs Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch, reached a second high with
The Lady of the Decoration Robert W. Chambers’ new novel,
The Younger Set, had sales of 200,000 copies, equaling the sale
of his The Fighting Chance in 1906, Bobbs-Mernil, Indianapolis
publishers, had four titles on the list, to the envy of many an
castern publisher. ,
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1908

FICTION

Mr Crewrg’s CARreer, by Winston Churchill. Macmillan

THE BARRIER, by Rex Beach. Harper

TrE Trair oF THE LoNesoME PINE, by John Fox, Jr.
Scribner

4. THE LINE oF THE Mask, by Harold MacGrath.
Bobbs-Merrill

THE SHUTTLE, by Frances Hodgson Burnett. Stokes

PetER, by F. Hopkinson Smuth, Scribner

Lewis Ranp, by Mary Johnston Houghton Mifflin

THE Brack Bag, by Lowis J Vance Bobbs-Mernll

THE MAN FrROM BRODNEY’S, by George Barr McCutcheon
Dodd, Mead

10. THE WEAVERS, by Gilbert Parker Harper

I

© ® N o

BeLGgiuM annexed the Congo Maude Adams was playmng in
Barrie’'s What Every Woman Knows, and Augustus Thomas’
The Witching Hour was another theatrical success. The Har-
rison Fisher annual was Bachelor Belles Winston Churchill was
again first on the best-seller list, having deserted his southern
historical scenes for a New Hampshire setting. The first printing
of The Trail of the Lonesome Pine, third on the list, was sold
out in a few months. Frances Hodgson Burnett was still a best
seller twenty-two years after her greatest hut, Little Lord Fauni-
leroy. Nine of the authors were Americans, but all were “re-
peaters” from previous years, a characteristic of the fiction lists,
which report favorite writers year after year,



1909

FICTION

1. THE INNER SHRINE. Anonymous (Basil King). Harper

2. KatriNg, by Elinor Macartney Lane. Harper

3. Tue SiLver Horpe, by Rex Beach. Harper

4., Tue MaN 1N Lower TEN, by Mary Roberts Rinehart
Bobbs-Mernill

5 THe TraiL oF THE LoNEsoME PINE, by John Fox, Jr.
Scribner

6. TruxtoN KiNgG, by George Barr McCutcheon Dodd, Mead

7 54-40 or FigHT, by Emerson Hough. Bobbs-Merrill

8. THE Goost GirL, by Harold MacGrath. Bobbs-Merrill

9. PeTER, by F. Hopkinson Smuth. Scribner

10. SeptiMus, by William J Locke. John Lane

WiLniaM Howard Taft was inaugurated as President of the
United States; the first “Model T Ford rolled off the assembly
line; Peary reached the North Pole; and suffragettes were chain-
ing themselves to London railings in this year 1909. Rube Gold-
berg’s Foolish Questions was a regular feature of the New York
Evening Mail Frances Starr was appearing in The Easiest Way
and Mary Garden triumphed as Salome. “The art of the moving
picture is still 1n its infancy,” wrote Frederic Taber Cooper. Dr.
Eliot’s Five-Foot Shelf made its first appearance. In the publica-
tion of Basil King's The Inner Shrine, best-selling book of 1909,
Harper used anonymuty to build up curiosity. The same publisher
had also employed that method in sellng Katherine Cecil Thur-
ston’s hit book of 1904 and 1905, The Masquerader, and was to
use 1t again in 1910 with Basil King’s The 1{’id Ohwe. This
promotion stunt can be used only infrequently or its effect is
blunted A more recent example of its success was the publica-
tion of Ursula Parrott’s Ex-wife in 1929 by Cape & Smith. The
Man in Lower Tenm, by Mary Roberts Rinehart, was the first
American detective story to make the annual best seller list. It
was illustrated in color by Howard Chandler Chnisty. William J
Locke, who had long been popular and is best remembered for
his Beloved Vagabond, was introduced to the list, in tenth place.
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1910

FICTION

THE Rosary, by Florence Barclay. Putnam

A MoperN CHRONICLE, by Winston Churchill Macmillan

Tue WiLp OLive, Anonymous (Basil King) Harper

Max, by Katherine Cecil Thurston. Harper

Tre KiNGpoM oF SLENDER Sworbps, by Hallie Erminie Rives.
Bobbs-Merrill

SiMoN THE JESTER, by Willlam J. Locke John Lane

Lorp LoveLanp Discovers Amrrica, by C N. and A. M.
Williamson  Doubleday, Page

8. TuE Winpow aT THE WHITE CaT, by Mary Roberts

Rinehart. Bobbs-Merrill

9. MorLLy MakEe-BeLIEVE, by Eleanor Abbott Century

10. WHEN A MaN Marries, by Mary Roberts Rinehart.

Bobbs-Merrill

I ol N e
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THE end of an era had come with the death of Edward VII of
England. 1910 was also the year of the death, in her ninety-
second year, of Julia Ward Howe, author of The Battle Hymn
of the Republic Japan annexed Korea The Mauretania was
queen of the Atlantic Edmond Rostand’s Chantecler was pro-
duced in Paris, and Maeterlinck’s Blue Bird in London. Mon-
tague Glass’ Potash and Perlmutter stories were running in
the Saturday Evening Post and the newspaper “funnies” of the
day were The Hall Room Boys and Bud Fisher's Mutt and Jeff.
Everyone was humming Ethelbert Nevin’s song, “The Rosary,”
which was used in the plot of the vear’s best-selhng novel. So
popular and so profitable was the book that its publisher’s new
building on West 45th Street, in New York, was dubbed “The
Rosary.” Bat its author, Florence Barclay, along with such other
authors as the Williamsons and Eleanor Abbott, is almost for-
gotten today. On the other hand, Mary Roberts Rinehart, rep-
resented by two books on the 1910 list, is still a best seller more
than thirty years later.
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1911

FICTION

THE Broap Hicuway, by Jeffery Farnol Little, Brown

THE ProbiGaL JupcGe, by Vaughan Kester Bobbs-Merrill

. TuE WINNING oF BarBaRA WorTH, by Harold Bell Wright.
Book Supply Co.

QuEED, by Henry Sydnor Harnison Houghton Mifflin

TuE HArVESTER, by Gene Stratton Porter Doubleday, Page

TuE IrRON WoMAN, by Margaret Deland. Harper

Tue Long Rory, by Mary Johnston. Houghton Mifflin

Morry Make-BeLieve, by Eleanor Abbott Century

THE Rosary, by Florence Barclay Putnam

Tue CommoN Law, by Robert W Chambers Appleton

i e
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“ALEXANDER'S Ragtime Band” was the song of the year. It swept
the country in 1911, and staged a return some twenty-seven years
later As a result of the 1938 movie of that title, an additional
1,000,000 copies of the song were sold. Along with ragtime came
the first big wave of mechamzed music—the player piano and the
phonograph, forerunners of the radio and talking screen of to-
day. The New York Public Library at 42nd Street and Fifth
Avenue, which, with other hbraries, 1s a final repository for many
of the forgotten best sellers of yesterday, was opened on May 23.
Top seller of the year, The Broad Highway, by the new English
writer, Jeffery Farnol, marked the last high spot of this long era
of the historical novel. A total of 305,000 copies were sold
m both original and reprint editions. Here was the first appear-
ance of Harold Bell Wright, who bwlt an extraordinary follow-
ing, perhaps largely among a public not generally buyers of
books. Gene Stratton Porter, many of whose books are among
the big American best sellers of all time, made her first appear-
ance on these lists with The Harvester. Freckles had been pub-
lished in 1904 but had missed making an annual hst largely
because its great sale came after it had gone into a 50-cent
reprint edition. The Winning of Barbara Worth was priced at
$1.30 and Queed, a first novel that caught the public fancy, at
$1.35—both prices typical of their time.
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1912

FICTION

TaE HARVESTER, by Gene Stratton Porter Doubleday, Page

TuE STREET CALLED STRAIGHT, by Basil King. Harper

TuEeIR YESTERDAYS, by Harold Bell Wright.
Book Supply Co.

Tue MrrTIiNG oF MoLLy, by Maria Thompson Daviess.
Bobbs-Merrill

A Hoosier CHRrRONICLE, by Meredith Nicholson.
Houghton Miffin

Tue WINNING oF BaARBARA WoORTH, by Harold Bell Wright.
Book Supply Co.

TrE Just aND THE UNJuUsT, by Vaughan Kester
Bobbs-Merrill

TuE NET, by Rex Beach. Harper

TANTE, by Anne Douglas Sedgwick. Century

Fraw, by J Breckenridge Elhs. Bobbs-Merrill

NON-FICTION

THE ProMisep LAND, by Mary Antin. Houghton Mifflin
TuaE MoNTEssokt METHOD, by Maria Montessori. Stokes
SouTH AMERICA, by James Bryce. Macmllan
A NEw CONSCIENCE AND AN ANCIENT EviL,
by Jane Addams. Macmyllan
TaREE Pravs, by Eugéne Brieux. Brentano
Your UN1TED STATES, by Arnold Bennett. Harper
CreaTive Evorurion, by Henri Bergson  Holt
How 10 Live on TwenTY-Four Hours A Day, by Arnold
Benpett Doran
WomaN AND LaBor, by Olive Schreiner  Stokes
Mark Twain, by Albert Bigelow Paine. Harper

Woobrow Wilson was elected President of the United States,
defeating both Charles Evans Hughes and Theodore Roosevelt;
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the latter’'s Bull Moose candidacy split the Republican party.
Arizona and New Mexico were admitted to the Union. The dra-
matic sinking of the great liner Titanic, with many notables on
board and with enormous loss of life, stunned two continents.
In this year began the heyday of the Harold Bell Wright-Gene
Stratton Porter popularity. Both their 1911 best sellers reap-
peared on the 1912 Iist, Mrs Porter’s reaching top place Anne
Douglas Sedgwick’s Tante gave a note of literary distinction to a
none too distinguished group of novels. The Publishers’ Weekly
added non-fiction best-selling records this year and again 1n 1913,
then dropped them for three years until the sales of books about
the war made non-fiction titles high sellers agamn. Previously
fiction and non-fiction had been lumped together, with the result
that the list consisted entirely of fiction and a book of general
literature seldom 1f ever reached a yearly best-seller list. Not
until the 1920’s did non-fiction sales equal those of fiction, when
such books as H. G Wells’ Outline of History began to come
along. Non-fiction best sellers tell more about the subjects in
which the public was interested than which authors were their
favorites The first non-fiction best-seller list featured “self-
help” books, biography, travel, social and economic problems,
philosophy—recurring topics through all the later years Notable
was the appearance of two books by Arnold Bennett on the list.
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1913

FICTION

Tue INsE oF THE Cup, by Winston Churchill  Macmillan
V. V.'s Eves, by Henry Sydnor Harrison.
Houghton Miffin
Lappie, by Gene Stratton Porter. Doubleday, Page
Tue JubeMent Housk, by Sir Gilbert Parker. Harper
Heart oF THE HiLLs, by John Fox, Jr  Scribner
THE AMATEUR GENTLEMAN, by Jeffery Farnol.
Laittle, Brown
Tre WomaN THou Gavest ME, by Hall Caine. Lippincott
Porryanna, by Eleanor H. Porter Page
THE VALIANTS OF VIRGINIA, by Amélie Rives. Bobbs-
Merrill
T. TeMBAROM, by Frances Hodgson Burnett Century

NON-FICTION

Crowps, by Gerald Stanley l.ee. Doubleday, Page
GERMANY AND THE GERMANS, by Price Collier. Scribner
ZonNE Poriceman 88, by Harry A. Franck. Century
THe New FreepoM, by Woodrow Wilson. Doubleday,
Page
SoutH AMERICA, by James Bryce. Macmullan
Your UN1TED StaTES, by Arnold Bennett. Harper
THE Promisep LaNnp, by Mary Antin  Houghton Mifflin
AucTtioN Bripge To-pay, by Milton C Work
Houghton M:fflin
THREE Pravs, by Eugéne Brieux. Brentano
Psycnorocy anp INpusTrRIAL EFFICIENCY, by Hugo
Munsterberg. Houghton Miffin

I~ 1901, 1904, 1906, 1908, and again 1 1913, a novel by Winston

Churchill headed fiction sales. Hall Camne's The Woman Thou
Gavest Me, sold 346,000 copies Pollyanna made her first ap-
pearance, beginning a serics that still sells more than thirty years
later Non-fiction included (a year before the outbreak of World
War I) a book on Germany and President Wilson's statement
of his program.

30



1914

FICTION

1. THE Eves or THE WorLD, by Harold Bell Wright.
Book Supply Co

2. PoLLyaNNA, by Eleanor H. Porter. Page

3 Tue Insipe oF THE Cup, by Winston Churchill.  Macmillan

4. THE SALAMANDER, by Owen Johnson. Bobbs-Merrill

5. Tur FortuNATE YouTH, by Willlam J. Locke. John Lane

6. T. TemBaroM, by Frances Hodgson Burnett. Century

7. Penwrop, by Booth Tarkington Doubleday, Page

8. DiaNE oF THE GREEN VAN, by Leona Dalrymple. Reilly &
Britton

9. THe Devir’s GARDEN, by W. B. Maxwell. Bobbs-Merrill

10. THE PrINCE OF GRAUSTARK, by George Barr McCutcheon.
Dodd, Mead

IN midsummer an Austrian archduke was murdered in the ob-
scure Balkan town of Sarajevo and by fall all Europe was at
war. The Umited States had just opened the Panama Canal to
the world’s seaborne traffic. At home, everyone was singing one
of Jerome Kern’s first great song hits, “They Didn't Believe Me,”
from The Girl from Utah Harold Bell Wright attained first place
as most popular novelist of the year, closely followed by Eleanor
Porter with Pollyanna and Winston Churchill with his story of
a Iiberal mumster which had been the 1913 leader. Among the
new names were those of Owen Johnson, whose Salamander was
a continuation of his appealing stories of Lawrenceville School,
Leona Dalrymple, with Diane of the Green Van under the new
Chicago imprint of Reilly & Britton (now Reilly & Lee), and
W. B. Maxwell Perhaps the most famous book on the lst is,
like The Salamander, a novel of youth, whose hero, Penrod, be-
longs in the permanent roll of American literature.
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1915

FICTION
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TrE TurMmoiL, by Booth Tarkington. Harper

A Far Country, by Winston Churchill. Macmuillan

MicrAEL O’HALLORAN, by Gene Stratton Porter.
Doubleday, Page

PoLLyanna Grows Up, by Eleanor H Porter Page

K, by Mary Roberts Rinehart. Houghton Miffin

JarrFery, by William J Locke. John Lane

FeLix O’Day, by F Hopkinson Smith  Scribner

THE Harsor, by Ernest Poole. Macnullan

THE LoNE STAR RANGER, by Zane Grey Harper

ANGELA’s BusINess, by Henry Sydnor Harrison
Houghton Mifflin

W
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U.S. war industries were booming. The Lusitama was sunk
by a German submarine on May 7. “Hello Frisco” was the song
of the day, celebrating the opening of the New York-San Fran-
cisco telephone line, the first transatlantic speech was given by
radio, and the first telephone message sent across the Atlantic.
Poison gas made its appearance on Europe’s battlefields. Billy
Sunday was exhorting a good many Americans nto repentance.
The Birth of a Nation, first great feature film, based upon The
Clansman, a best seller of 1905, opened in New York. F. Hop-
kinson Smith, author of Felix O’Day, a best seller of 1915,
whose novels had been best sellers ever since the 1890’s died in
his seventy-seventh year. The Turmoil, Booth Tarkington at his
best, and his first major novel in several years, headed the list
of fiction. K, by Mary Roberts Rinehart, in fifth place, is her
best-known non-mystery novel. Here came the first of the many
Zane Grey books to appear on the lists, and another new name
was Ermest Poole, whose novel of New York Harbor has a well-
established place in American fiction.
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1916

FICTION

SEVENTEEN, by Booth Tarkington. Harper
2. WHEN A MaN’s A Man, by Harold Bell Wright.
Book Supply Co.

Just Davip, by Eleanor H. Porter. Houghton Mfflin

4. Mr Britring Skks IT THrOUGH, by H. G. Wells
Macnullan

5. L1FE AND GABRIELLA, by Ellen Glasgow Doubleday, Page

6. THE REaL ADVENTURE, by Henry Kitchell Webster.
Bobbs-Merr:ll

7. Bars orF IroN, by Ethel M. Dell Putnam

8 NaN orF Music MounTalN, by Frank H. Spearman.
Scribner

9. Dear ENEMY, by Jean Webster. Century

10. Tae Heart oF RacuagL, by Kathleen Norris Doubleday,

Page

—t
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Tue First World War was in its third year. The New York-
New Jersey area was rocked by the Black Tom explosion, en-
gineered by German secret agents Woodrow Wilson was re-
elected on the campaign slogan, “He kept us out of war,” and
“preparedness” became the watchword of the day For the sec-
ond year 1n succession Booth Tarkington headed the list of best
sellers, this time with Sewventcen, novel of adolescence, almost as
well known as his famous Penrod. Seventeen has sold 404,000
copies. In fourth place was AMr Brithing Sees It Through, by
H. G. Wells, which gave thousands of Americans a better under-
standing of the war. No work of fiction in World War II has
had, so far, such influence. Here is the first appearance of
Kathleen Norris with The Heart of Rachael Dear Enemy was
written by the author of the better-remembered Daddy Long Legs,
which, because of its slow steady sale, did not appear on any
annual list. Along with such books as Penrod, Seventeen, The
Salamander, and the Pollyanna stories, it marks a noticeable trend
through this period toward novels about very young people writ-
ten to entertain adults.
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1917

FICTION

MR. BrrtLinG Sees It THroUGH, by H. G. Wells.
Macmillan

THE LicaT 1IN THE CLEARING, by Irving Bacheller.
Bobbs-Merrill

THE Rep PraNET, by William J. Locke. John Lane

THE Roap To0 UNDERSTANDING, by Eleanor Porter.
Houghton Mifflin

WiLDFIRE, by Zane Grey. Harper

CHrIsTINE, by Alice Cholmondeley. Macmullan

IN THE WILDERNESS, by Robert S Hichens  Stokes

His FamiLy, by Ernest Poole Macmillan

Tue DeriNiTE OBJECT, by Jeffery Farnol. Little, Brown

Tue HunprepTH CHANCE, by Ethel M Dell. Putnam

GENERAL NON-FICTION

RuvMEs oF A RED Cross MaN, by Robert W. Service.
Barse & Hopkins

THE PrartsBuRG MaNvaL, by O. O. Ellis and E B. Garey.
Century

Raymonp, by Sir Oliver Lodge Doran

Poems or ALaN Seeger. Scribner

Gop tHE INvisIBLE KING, by H G. Wells. Macmullan

Lauce AND Livg, by Douglas Fairbanks. Britton Pub. Co.

BerTER MEALS FOR LEss MoNEY, by Mary Green. Holt

WAR BOOKS

Tae First HUNDRED THoOUSAND, by Ian Hay.
Houghton Mifflin

My HoME 1N THE F1eLb oF HoNOR, by Frances W. Huard.
Doran

A STUDENT IN ARMS, by Donald Hankey. Dutton
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4. Over THE Top, by Arthur Guy Empey. Putnam

5. Carry ON, by Coningsby Dawson. John Lane

6. GerTING TOGETHER, by Ian Hay. Houghton Mifflin

7. My Seconp YEAR oF THE WAR, by Frederick Palmer.
Dodd, Mead

8. THE LAND oF DEEPENING SHADOW, by D, Thomas Curtin.
Doran

9. IrtarLy, FRANCE AND BRITAIN AT WAR, by H. G. Wells.
Macmillan

10. Tue WorN DoorsTep, by Margaret Sherwood. Little,
Brown

TrHE Umted States declared war on Germany on April 6. The
first Liberty Loans were launched and Mary Pickford, Douglas
Fairbanks, and Charlie Chaplin drew enormous crowds to buy
bonds Revolution swept imperial Russia. Jazz was the rage in
Amernica. Large hotels and restaurants introduced thés dansants
and fox trots As Americans donned khaki and rolled puttees,
Mr Britling rose to top place in fiction, selling 350,000 copies in
fifteen months Irving Bacheller reappeared, after sixteen years,
with his Light in the Clearing in second place, followed by many
other familiar names—Locke, Porter, Grey, Hichens, etc.—though
none of these books 1s remembered as 1ts author's best. Although
most of the fiction was on the mediocre side, non-fiction and
war books (both added classifications in this year) showed what
the war-mmded American public wanted, First was the poetry
of Robert W. Service, then The Plattsburg Manual for future
officers. Sir Oliver Lodge aroused great interest when he, a
noted scientist, proclaimed his belief in communion with the
dead. Alan Seeger’s poem, I Have a Rendezvous with Death,
was responsible for the continued sale of his book through the
war years. The athletic Douglas Fairbanks, one of the screen’s
great idols, found a waiting audience when he turned author.
A cook book in seventh and last place was timed to help house-
wives adjust to wartime shortages. Notable reporting was a fea-
ture of the war books. Coningsby Dawson helped give the feel-
ing of a crusade to the war, Over the Top, best remembered of
World War I books, glorified the doughboy and sold 350,000
copies in 1917.
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1918

FICTION

Tae U. P. Trai, by Zane Grey. Harper

THE TrEE oF HEeAvEN, by May Sinclair. Macmillan

TrE AMAzZING INTERLUDE, by Mary Roberts Rinehart
Doran

Dere MasLE, by Edward Streeter. Stokes

Oxn, Money! MoNEY! by Eleanor H Porter. Houghton
Mifflin

GREATHEART, by Ethel M. Dell. Putnam

THE Majog, by Ralph Connor. Revell

TaE Pawns CounTt, by E Phithps Oppenheim. Little,
Brown

A DaucTHER OF THE LAND, by Gene Stratton Porter.
Doubleday, Page’

SonNia, by Stephen McKenna. Doran

GENERAL NON-FICTION

RuEYMES OF A RED Cross MAN, by Robert W. Service.
Barse & Hopkins

TrEASURY OF WAR PoETRY, by G. H. Clark. Houghton
Mifflin

WitH THE CoLors, by Everard J. Appleton. Stewart,
Kidd

REcoLLECTIONS, by Viscount Morley Macmillan

LAucH AND Live, by Douglas Fairbanks. Britton Pub. Co.

Marx TwaiN’s LETTERS, ed by Albert Bigelow Paine.
Harper

ADVENTURES OF RICHARD HaARDING Davis, by Richard
Harding Davis. Scribner

Over Here, by Edgar Guest Reilly & Lee

Drrromaric Davs, by Edith O’Shaughnessy. Harper

PoeEMs oF ArLaN SEEGEr Scribner
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WAR BOOKS

Foy

My Four YEARs IN GERMANY, by James W. Gerard. Doran

2. THE Grory oF THE TRENCHES, by Coningsby Dawson.
John Lane

3. Over 1HE Top, by Arthur Guy Empey. Putnam

4. A MINSTREL IN FRANCE, by Harry Lauder.
Hearst's International Library Co.

5. PrivaTe PEaTt, by Harold R. Peat. Bobbs-Merrill

6. OurwittiNnG THE HuN, by Lieut. Pat O’Brien. Harper

7. Face to Face WitH KarserisM, by James W. Gerard.
Doran

8. Carry ON, by Coningsby Dawson John Lane

9 Ovut To WiIN, by Coningsby Dawson. John Lane

10. UnpEr FIRE, by Henri Barbusse. Dutton

“Tur Long Long Trail” wound on imnto the last year of war,
which began with a great German offensive and ended with
dancing in the streets as the first premature Armistice Day
was celebrated. Zane Grey’s U P Tral was the most popular
novel of the year, firmly establishing his reputation as a writer
of western adventure that was to last for more than two de-
cades. The Tree of Heaven introduced an English writer of con-
sequence to the American best-seller list. Dere Mable, considered
the prototype of soldier humor, flashed into popularity as did
See Here, Private Hargrove a quarter of a century later. Ed-
ward Streeter’s book, which might well have been classed as a
war book instead of fiction, quickly sold half a million copies.
E. Phillips Oppenheimn, whose stories of intrigue, mystery, and
adventure have been read by at least two generations in England
and America, made his first appearance on the list. There are
four books of poetry among non-fiction, all with wartime appeal
—a type of writing noticeably missing among World War IT best
sellers. Edgar Guest, through his thirty-five years of writing,
has had probably the largest popular audience for poetry since
James Whitcomb Riley in the 1890’s. Two important volumes
of memoirs received attention in that war year of 1918—Mark
Twain’s Letters and Recollections by Viscount Morley, who had
had an American following ever since his two-volume American
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Commonwealth was a best seller in the 1880’s. Ambassador
Gerard’s book on Germany had a noticeable influence on Amer-
ican public opinion just as William L. Shirer’s Berlin Diary,
Ambassador Davies’ Mission to Moscow, and Ambassador Grew’s
Ten Years in Japan were to do in World War II. One of the
most widely discussed books from a literary point of view was
Under Fire Three books by Coningsby Dawson, star reporter
of World War I and extremely popular lecturer in the United
States, appeared on this list of war books.
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1919

“ FICTION

Tue Four HOorRSEMEN OF THE APOCALYPSE, by V. Blasco
Ibifiez. Dutton

THE Arrow oF GoLp, by Joseph Conrad. Doubleday, Page

TuE DESERT OF WHEAT, by Zane Grey. Harper

DaNgeEroUs Days, by Mary Roberts Rinehart. Doran

THE Sky Piror in No Mawn’s Lanp, by Ralph Connor.
Doran

THE Re-CreaTtioN oF BriaN Kent, by Harold Bell Wright.
Book Supply Co

Dawn, by Gene Stratton Porter. Houghton Mifflin

Tue TiN Sowbier, by Temple Bailey. Penn Pub. Co.

CHRrISTOPHER AND CoLumsus, by “Elizabeth.” Doubleday,
Page

IN Secret, by Robert W Chambers. Doran

NON-FICTION

Tue EpucatioN oF HENRY ApaMs, by Henry Adams.
Houghton Mifflin

THE YEeAarRs BETWEEN, by Rudyard Kipling. Doubleday,
Page

Bercium, by Brand Whitlock Appleton

THE SEVEN PURrPOSEs, by Margaret Cameron. Harper

INn Franpers FieLps, by John McCrae. Putnam

BovrsuEvisM, by John Spargo Harper

THE fight for the League of Illatxons was on, after the Paris
Peace Conference, with Henry Cabot Lodge its most vigorous

opponent in the Senate. President Wilson took his dream of

world organization to the people in a nation-wide tour. Calvin
Coolidge was settling the Boston police strike, an act that was
to win him national fame and help to bring him eventually to
the White House. The “high cost of living” made the daily
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headlines. The first airplane crossed the Atlantic, a Navy plane
that flew from Nova Scotia to Portugal. The Four Horsemen
of the Apocalypse, an outstanding war novel of more romantic
appeal than Mr. Britling of 1916-1917, headed 1919 fiction. Dut-
ton used spectacular display advertising to push it. Its price,
$1.90, was a new high for a book destined for wide sales. Later,
The Four Horsemen became one of the first movies to build the
great popularity of Rudolf Valentino. With The Arrow of Gold,
Doubleday, Page succeeded in giving Joseph Conrad the wide
audience he deserved. Here 1s the first appearance of two very
popular women novelists, “Ehlizabeth” (Countess von Arnim),
and Temple Bailey, the latter of whom Charles Shoemaker, of
the Penn Publishing Company of Philadeiphia, brought to the
front and made a competitor of such writers as Kathleen Norris
for the great audience of women readers. Non-fiction best-seller
and war book records were merged in 1919, What has become
a classic of our literature, The Education of Henry Adams, took
top place among non-fiction. Like Alan Seeger’s Poems, John
McCrae’s In Flahders Fields became a best seller on the strength
of a single poem, the title poem in this case.



- 1920

FICTION

(Y

THE MaN oF THE Forest, by Zane Grey. Harper

2. Kinprep oF THE Dusrt, by Peter B. Kyne. Cosmopolitan
Book Co.

3. Tue Re-Creation oF Briax KenT, by Harold Bell Wright.

Book Supply Co.

4. Tue River’s Enp, by James Oliver Curwood <Cosmo-
politan Book Co.

5. A MaN ror THE AGEs, by Irving Bacheller. Bobbs-Merrill

6. Mary-Marig, by Eleanor H Porter. Houghton Mifflin

7. THE PorTYGEE, by Joseph C. Lincoln. Appleton

8. TuEe GreaT IMPERsONATION, by E Phillips Oppenheim.
Little, Brown

9. Tue Lamp 1N THE Desert, by Ethel M. Dell. Putnam

10. HARRIET AND THE PipER, by Kathleen Norris. Doubleday,

Page

NON-FICTION

1. Now It Can Be Tovp, by Philip Gabbs. Harper

2. Tue EcoNomic CONSEQUENCES OF THE PEACE, by John
M. Keynes. Harcourt, Brace

3. Roosevert’s LETTERs To His CHILDREN, ed. by Joseph
B. Bishop. Scribner

4. TrHEODORE RooseviLt, by Willlam Roscoe Thayer.
Scribner

5. WHITE Smapows IN THE SouTH SEas, by Frederick
O’Brien. Century

6. AN AmEericaN Ibvrr, by Cornelia Stratton Parker.
Atlantic Monthly Press

THE first election returns broadcast in the United States an-
nounced the success of Warren G. Harding's campaign for the
Presidency. Women voted for the first time in the 1920 elec-
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tion and helped to put across the amendment to the Constitution
that ushered in the prohibition era, the era in which such books
as This Side of Paradise, Flaming Youth, and The Plastic Age
brought into the limelight the uninhibited “younger generation.”
Zane Grey again topped best-selling fiction with The Man of the
Forest, William Randolph Hearst was in the book publishing
field for a time; his Cosmopolitan Book Company put two favor-
ites—Peter B Kyne and James Oliver Curwood, both writers of
outdoor adventure stories—on the best-seller list. Joseph C. Lin-
coln, teller of homely New Lngland tales, joined the best sellers
with The Portygee. Heading non-ficion was Philip Gabbs, a
favorite reporter of World War I, who found a waiting market
for a volume of war episodes, Now It Can Be Told A new
publisher, Harcourt, Brace & Company, appeared on the list
with a book of historical importance, The Economic Consequences
of the Peace, by John M. Keynes. Public interest in President
Theodore Roosevelt’s letters, written with charm and spontaneity,
and in the biography of him by William Roscoe Thayer was high-
lighted by his recent death Frederick O'Brien’s White Shadows
in the South Seas started a new vogue in travel literature and
aroused the public’s interest in exotic lands.
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1921

FICTION

e

MaIN StreeT, by Sinclair Lewis. Harcourt, Brace

2. Tue BrivMming Cup, by Dorothy Canfield. Harcourt,
Brace

Tue MysTErIOUS RIDER, by Zane Grey. Harper

TrE AGE oF INNOCENCE, by Edith Wharton. Appleton

THE VALLEY OF SiLENT MEN, by James Oliver Curwood.
Cosmopolitan Book Co

THE SHEIK, by Edith M. Hull Small, Maynard

A Poor Wise MaN, by Mary Roberts Rinehart. Doran

Her Fatrer’s DAUGHTER, by Gene Stratton Porter.
Doubleday, Page

9. THE SisTERs-IN-LAW, by Gertrude Atherton Stokes

10. THE KiNnepoMm Rounp THE CorNER, by Coningsby Dawson.

Cosmopolitan Book Co.

kW
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NON-FICTION

1. Tae OurtLINE oF HisTory, by H. G. Wells. Macmillan

2. WHITE SHADOWS IN THE SoUTH SEas, by Frederick
O’Brien. Century

3. Tue Mirrors oF DowNING STREET, by a Gentleman with
a Duster (Harold Begbie). Putnam

4. Mysric IsLEs oF THE SouTH SEas, by Frederick O'Brien.
Century

5. THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF MARrGoT AsQuiTH. Doran

6. PEeAcE NEecoTiATioNs, by Robert Lansing. Houghton
Mifflin

“NorMAaLcY” was President Harding’s word for the administra-
tion he hoped to provide—but the best-selling novel of the year
was a “debunker” of norma! small-town hife, the book that sky-
rocketed Sinclair Lewis into fame. Main Street sold 295,000
copies in 1921 and brought a new realistic vein into American
popular literature which had, for many years, been dominated
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by royal romance and western adventure. Lewis’s book was pub-
lished by the young firm of Harcourt, Brace & Company, which
also provided the second novel on the list, The Brimming Cup,
by Dorothy Canfield, one of the most beloved writers of a quar-
ter century. Edith Wharton, already a literary notable, appeared
on the list for the first time since 1906 with her most famous
book, The Age of Unnocence Here, too, was the first appearance
of Gertrude Atherton, and of Coningsby Dawson as a writer
of fiction. Next to Main Street, the novel that became most fa-
mous was The Sheik, by Ethel M. Dell, a writer whose name had
been familiar on best-seller lists for many years but whose
1921 book sold like wildfire and eventually became the movie
vehicle which made Rudolf Valentino the screen idol of his day.
A landmark among best sellers headed non-fiction—H. G. Wells’
Outline of History, which was issued first as a two-volume set
at $10 50, was later marketed in one volume at $500, and a few
years later had an edition of half a millhion at $1.00. W hite
Shadows of the South Seas was even more popular in its second
year; a second and similar book by Frederick O’Brien also ap-
peared on this list. One of the first “debunking” biographies was
The Mirrors of Downing Street. The visit to this country of
Margot Asquith, wife of the.English Prime Minister, stirred
interest in her autobiography, and Wilson’s Secretary of State
scored a success with his history of World War peace negotia-
tions.
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1922

FICTION

IFr WiNTer CoMEs, by A. S. M. Hutchinson. Little, Brown
THE SHEIK, by Edith M Hull. Small, Maynard
GENTLE JuLIA, by Booth Tarkmgton. Doubleday, Page
THE Heap oF THE House oF CoomeE, by Frances Hodgson
Burnett  Stokes
SiMon CaLrep PETER, by Robert Keable, Dutton
THE BreakiNGg PoINT, by Mary Roberts Rinehart. Doran
THu1s FreepoM, by A S. M. Hutchinson. Little, Brown
Maria CHAPDELAINE, by Louis Hémon Macmillan
To tHE Last MAN, by Zane Grey. Harper
BagsiTT, by Sinclair Lewis. Harcourt, Brace
HerLen oF THE Owp Housk, by Harold Bell Wright.
Appleton

NON-FICTION

THE OvuTLINE oF HisTory, by H. G. Wells. Macmillan

. THE Story oF MANKIND, by Hendrik Willem Van Loon.

Boni & Liveright

THE AMERICANIZATION OF EDWARD Bok, by Edward Bok.
Scribner

Dier aNp HeALTH, by Lulu Hunt Peters. Reilly & Lee

THE MIND IN THE MAKING, by James Harvey Robinson.
Harper

THE OUTLINE OF ScIENCE, by J Arthur Thomson.
Putnam

OurwitTTiNG OUR NERVEs, by Josephine A. Jackson and
Helen M. Salisbury. Century

QUEEN VicToria, by Lytton Strachey. Harcourt, Brace

Mi1rroRS OF WASHINGTON, Anonymous (Clinton W, Gulbert).
Putnam

Paintep WinpDows, by a Gentleman with a Duster (Harold
Begbie). Putnam
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BoBBED hair—short skirts—low waistlines—mah-jongg— Paul
Whiteman at the Palais Royale—and Babbiti, which introduced
a new descriptive word into our language, are all reminders of
1922, That was the year, too, in which the Reader’s Digest was
launched. It was to have a definite effect upon the sale of books
it “digested” and to start a tremendous wave of magazine book
digests. The English writer, A. S. M. Hutchinson, had two
novels on the best-seller list, with If Winter Comes, which sold
350,000 copies 1n its first ten months, in first place. The Sheik
carried over into its second year, this time next to the leader.
The Head of the House of Coombe brought Frances Hodgson
Burnett into her fourth decade of best sellerdom. Simon Called
Peter, a war novel dealing with a religious problem, was a sensa-
tion on both sides of the Atlantic and sold 152,000 copies Maria
Chapdelaine, with its background the northern Quebec woods,
was a critical as well as a popular success The Outline of
History m 1ts lower-priced edition made top place in non-fiction
for the second year. Hendrik Van Loon’s Story of Mankind,
James Harvey Robinson’s Mind n the Moking, and J. Arthur
Thomson’s Outhne of Science ushered in a period of “outline”
books on various cultural and scientific subjects that was to reach
a climax with the sales of The Story of Philosophy four years
later. Edward Bok, who had made a reputation as editor of the
Ladies’ Home Journal, provided a new version of the American
success story. Two health books achieved big sales. Lytton
Strachey’s first outstanding biography was his life of Queen
Victoria. Mirrors of Washington and Painted Windows followed
in the anonymous footsteps of The Mirrors of Dowmng Street
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1923

FICTION

Brack OXEN, by Gertrude Atherton Boni & Liveright

His CHILDREN’s CHILDREN, by Arthur Train. Scribner

Tue Encranted Arrir, by “Elizabeth.” Doubleday, Page

BassitT, by Sinclair Lewis. Harcourt, Brace

TaE DiM LANTERN, by Temple Bailey. Penn Pub. Co.

Tais FreeboM, by A S M. Hutchmson. Little, Brown

TaeE MINE wITH THE IroN Door, by Harold Bell Wright.
Appleton

THE WANDERER OF THE WASTFLAND, by Zane Grey.
Harper

9. TrE Sea-Hawk, by Rafael Sabatini Houghton Miffin

10. Tue BreakiNG PoiNT, by Mary Roberts Rinehart. Doran

N hwh=
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NON-FICTION

1. ETiQuerTg, by Emily Post Funk & Wagnalls

2. Tre LiFe or CHrisT, by Grovanm Papmi. Harcourt, Brace

3. Tue Lire anp LETTERS OF WALTER H PAGE, ed. by Burton
J. Hendrick. Doubleday, Page

4. THE MIND IN THE MAKING, by James Harvey Robinson.
Harper

5. Tue OutLine oF History, by H. G Wells. Macmillan

6. Dier aAnND HEearTH, by Lulu Hunt Peters Reilly & Lee

7. SeELF-MasTERY THrOUGH CoONsciOUs AUTO-SUGGESTION, by
Emile Coué. American Library Service

8. THE AMERICANIZATION oF Epwarp Bok, by Edward Bok.
Scribner

9. THE StoRY OF MANKIND, by Hendrik Willem Van Loon.
Boni & Liveright

10. A Ma~ FroM MaINE, by Edward Bok. Scribner

ALL America was chanting “Yes, We Have No Bananas.” Over
in Germany Hitler's beer hall Putsch missed fire. President
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Harding died and Calvin Coolidge was quietly sworn in as Presi-
dent of the United States by his father in a simple ceremony in
a small New England village. All over the country the revived
Ku Klux Klan flourished; white-sheeted men marched openly
and fiery crosses burned at mght. The magazine Time was
founded in 1923. With Black Oxen, based on the rather sensa-
tional theme of physical rejuvenation, Gertrude Atherton achieved
the great popular success of her long writing career. Babbitt and
This Freedom held over into a second year on a fiction list of
typical wide-audience appeal, marked with first appearances of
Arthur Train and Rafael Sabatini. Etiguette, by Emily Post,
who had previously been known as a novelist, topped non-fiction
sales and developed into a staple bookstore item for the years to
come. Papini’s Life of Christ, a presentation of the life of Jesus
in terms of the new psychology, sold well over 100,000 copies
in 1923. The Page Letters made a new record for a two-volume
biography, with 75,000 sold in a year. Mrs. Peters’ Diet and
Health, in its second year on the list, had just about reached
200,000. Robinson and Van Loon in their second year, Wells
in his third, and Bok in his second, the latter with another book
besides his Americanization on the list, gave evidence of the long
life of non-fiction Coué became a conversational byword through
the ideas expressed in his little self-help book.
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1924

FICTION

So Big, by Edna Ferber. Doubleday, Page

THE Prastic AGE, by Percy Marks. Century

THE LittLE FreNcH GIrL, by Anne Douglas Sedgwick
Houghton Mafflin

Tue Heirs AppareNT, by Philip Gibbs. Doran

A GENTLEMAN oF COURAGE, by James Oliver Curwood.
Cosmopolitan Book Co.

TrE CaLr oF THE CANvOXN, by Zane Grey. Harper ‘

THE MroLANDER, by Booth Tarkington. Doubleday, Page

THE Coast oF FoLry, by Coningsby Dawson. Cosmopolitan
Book Co.

Mistress \WiLpiNg, by Rafael Sabatimi  Houghton Mifflin

Tre HoMEMAKER, by Dorothy Canfield Fisher, Harcourt,
Brace

NON-FICTION

Dier anp Hearrh, by Lulu Hunt Peters Reilly & Lee

TrE Lire oF CHrist, by Giovanni Papini. Harcourt, Brace

THE BostoN Cooking ScHoor Coox Book, by Fannie
Farmer. Little, Brown

EtiQuETTE, by Emily Post. Funk & Wagnalls

ARIEL, by André Maurois. Appleton

THE Cross Worp PuzzrLe Books. Simon & Schuster

Mark TwaiN's AuToBloGrAPHY Harper

SAaINT JoaN, by Bernard Shaw. Brentano

THE NEw DECALOGUE OF SCIENCE, by Albert E. Wiggam.
Bobbs-Merrill

THE AMERICANIZATION OF Epwarp Bok, by Edward Bok.
Scribner

“TwEeNTY-FOUR votes for Underwood” rang through the nation
as the 1924 Democratic Convention in the old Madison Square
Garden went on through the hot summer days and nights. At
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Acolian Hall, Paul Whiteman brought jazz into the realm of
classical music with his introduction of George Gershwin’s
Rhapsody in Blue to the concert stage. What Price Glory, real-
istic war drama, was the theatrical hit of the year. The Teapot
Dome scandal thoroughly discredited the Harding regime, and
Calvin Coolidge, who had become President upon Harding’s
death, was reelected. Edna Ferber was a new name on best-
seller lists. Her So Big skyrocketed. The Plastic Age, a revela-
tion of campus life and the “lost generation,” achieved the best
sellerdom that F. Scott Fitzgerald's This Side of Paradise (1920)
never reached Attempts to suppress Percy Marks’ novel only
added to the demand for it. Anne Douglas Sedgwick returned
to the list for the first time since 1912, In its third year, Diet
and Health outsold every other non-fiction title. Papini's Life
of Christ, approaching 200,000, was in second place for the second
year. The Boston Cooking School Cook Book, which has sold
over 2,000,000 copies through its long career from 1896 to the
present day, appeared in a new and best-selling edition. Etiquette
continued to sell. A French writer, André Maurois, found a big
American audience for his biography of Shelley. The first ven-
ture of the new publishing house of Simon & Schuster was that
of gathering cross word puzzles, long a newspaper feature, into
book form. The demand was so great that this firm has continued
ever since to publish several volumes of cross word puzzles and
the later Doublecrostics each year. In twenty years there have
been 56 volumes, selling 1,597,000 copies in their original editions,
plus 225,000 in other editions.
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1925

FICTION

SounpiNgs, by A. Hamilton Gibbs. Little, Brown

THE CoNsTANT NymrH, by Margaret Kennedy. Doubleday,
Page

. Tue KEEPER OF THE BEES, by Gene Stratton Porter.
Doubleday, Page

Grorious AroLLo, by E. Barnington. Dodd, Mead

Tre GReeN Hat, by Michael Arlen. Doran

TaE LitTie FreEncE GIrL, by Anne Douglas Sedgwick.
Houghton M:fflin

ArrowsMITH, by Sinclair Lewis. Harcourt, Brace

THE PERENNIAL BACHELOR, by Anne Parrish. Harper

THE CAROLINIAN, by Rafael Sabatini. Houghton Mifflin

ONE INCREASING PurPosk, by A. S. M. Hutchinson. Little,
Brown

NON-FICTION

Dier anNp HEALTH, by Lulu Hunt Peters. Reilly & Lee
TrE BostoN Cooking Scroor Cook Book, by Fannie
Farmer. Little, Brown
WaEN WE WERE VERY YOUNG, by A. A. Milne. Dutton
Tue MaN Nosopy KNows, by Bruce Barton. Bobbs-Merrill
THE LiFe oF CHRisT, by Giovanni Papini. Harcourt, Brace
ArieL, by André Maurois. Appleton
Twice THIrTY, by Edward Bok. Scribner
TWENTY-FIVE YEARS, by Lord Grey. Stokes
ANATOLE FrRANCE HiMserF, by J. J. Brousson. Lippincott
Tuae Cross Worp PuzzieE Books, 1st—4th series.
Simon & Schuster

CooLDGE prosperity—the Scopes case in Tennessee, in which
Clarence Darrow and William Jennings Bryan argued the theory
of evolution—Red Grange—the Florida boom—the crash of the
Shenandoah are all memories of 1925. Soundings, first in fiction,
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sold nearly 100,000 copies. Better remembered is The Constant
Nymph, made into a stage hit and the basis of both British and
American movies. Glorious Apollo, woven around the character
of Byron, was the start of E. Barrington’s (Mrs. L. Adams Beck)
extremely successful series of novels about real people of the
past. Michael Arlen made'a much talked-about hit with what
was considered a daring novel, The Green Hat, later a highly
successful stage play starring Katharine Cornell. Sinclair Lewis’
third novel, Arrowsmith, confirmed his place in American litera-
ture and probably was an important factor in his being awarded
the Nobel Prize. Arrowsmith dealt with the medical profession
as Babbitt had with the businessman and as Elmer Ganiry was
to deal, in 1927, with the ministry. Here was the first appearance
of Anne Parrish, long a favorite writer. The records of both
Diet ond Health and The Boston Cooking School Cook Book
gave evidence of the exceptionally energetic distribution of books
which gave practical advice on the always popular subject of
food. When We Were Very Young, a permanent contribution
to the literature of childhood by A. A. Milne, previously known
chiefly as a playwright, was the first book n the field of semi-
juvenile, semi-adult writing to hit the lists in many years. In 1its
twenty years of existence it has sold over 500,000 copies. Bruce
Barton topped Papini's Life of Christ, then in its third year on
the best-seller lists, with an American businessman’s version of
Jesus’ life. Lord Grey's reminiscences gave a foretaste of the
advent of more basic books on World War I than the reporters’
narratives published during and immediately after the war years.
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1926

FICTION

THE Private Lire oF HELEN oF Troy, by John Erskine.
Bobbs-Merrill

GENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDES, by Anita Loos Boni &
Liveright

SorreLL AND SoN, by Warwick Deeping. Knopf

THE Hounps oF SPRING, by Sylvia Thompson. Little,
Brown

BEAU SaBreuUr, by P C. Wren. Stokes

THE SILVER SPooN, by John Galsworthy. Scribner

Beau GusTE, by P. C. Wren. Stokes

Suow Boat, by Edna FFerber. Doubleday, Page

AFTER NooN, by Susan Ertz. Appleton

Tue BLue Winpow, by Temple Bailey. Penn Pub. Co.

NON-FICTION

. THE Man Nosopy Knows, by Bruce Barton.

Bobbs-Merrill

WrY WE BEmave Lixe Human Brings, by George A.
Dorsey. Harper

Dier AND HEALTH, by Lulu Hunt Peters. Reilly & Lee

Our Times, Vol. I, by Mark Sullivan. Scribner

THE BostoN CookiNG ScrHoor Cook Book, by Fannie
Farmer. Little, Brown

AvctioN Bringe CoMPpLETE, by Milton C. Work. Winston

Tae Boox Nosopy KnNows, by Bruce Barton.
Bobbs-Merrill

THe Story oF PHiLosopHY, by Will Durant. Simon &
Schuster

THE Li1cHT oF FAITH, by Edgar A. Guest. Reilly & Lee

JerFErsoN aAND HaMmirron, by Claude G. Bowers
Houghton Mifflin
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TrE middle 1920’s were the years of pioneering along the air
lanes of the world. Admiral Byrd made the first flight over the
North Pole in 1926. Babe Ruth became Sultan of Swat. Phila-
delphia opened the Sesquicentenmial Exhibition. In Germany,
Hitler's Mein Kampf had been published. The Book-of-the-Month
Club, which was to introduce an extremely successful method
of marketing books, was founded 1n 1926. New fiction writers
were coming to the fore n America—John Erskine, with his
first great hit, The Private Life of Helen of Troy, historical
fiction written in a new manner; Warwick Deeping, English
author, whose Sorrell and Son found a responsive note in thou-
sands of American hearts; and P. C. Wren, whose more popular
Beau Geste was published late in the previous year and did not
make the 1925 list, but whose second book, Beaw Sabreur, appeared
as well among 1926 best sellers. Galsworthy was at the height of
his American sales, with one of the novels in The Modern
Comedy, companion volume to The Forsyte Saga Edna Ferber
followed So Big with the perennially famous Show Boat, familiar
to all Americans as book, play, movie, and song With his Man
Nobody Knows heading non-fiction, Bruce Barton added an n-
terpretation of the Bible in his series of books on practical reli-
gion. George Dorsey rode the wave of the new interest in science
with Why We Behave Like Human Beings, and Diet and Health
continued on in its fifth year, The Boston Cooking School Cook
Book in its third. Mark Sullivan’s first volume of Our Times
marked a new interest in our recent past that was continued
some years later by such books as Frederick Lewis Allen’s Only
Yesterday and Since Yesterday Evidence of the bridge craze
was the 65,000 copies of Milton Work’s new manual ordered
before publication and the sale of over 100,000 copies of Foster’s
Simplified Auction Bridge within ten months after publication.
(Culbertson had not yet come along ) Will Durant’'s Story of
Philosophy, which had previously appeared in part in the five-
cent booklets published as Little Blue Books by the Haldeman-
Julius Co. of Wichita, Kansas, marked the peak of the “outline”
era, selling 95,000 copies in 1926 alone.
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1927

ELMER GANTRY, by Sinclair Lewis Harcourt, Brace

Tue Puutocrat, by Booth Tarkington Doubleday, Page

DooMmspay, by Warwick Deeping. Knopf

SorrRELL AND SoN, by Warwick Deeping Knopf

JaLNa, by Mazo de la Roche Little, Brown

Lost EcsTasy, by Mary Roberts Rinehart Doran

TwiricaT SLEEP, by Edith Wharton. Appleton

Tomorrow MoRNING, by Anne Parrish. Harper

Tre Oup CounTtess, by Anne Douglas Sedgwick
Houghton Mifflin

A Goop Woman, by Louis Bromfield. Stokes

NON-FICTION

THE STORY OF PHILosoPHY, by Will Durant Smmon &
Schuster

NaroLeoN, by Emil Ludwig  Bom & Liveright

RevoLt IN THE DEsert, by T. E. Lawrence. Doran

TrADER Horn, Vol I, by Alfred Aloysius Horn and
Ethelreda Lewis. Simon & Schuster

WE, by Charles A. Lindbergh. Putnam

Asx MEe Anoruer, by Julian Spafford and Lucien Esty.
Viking Press

TrE RovaL Roap 1o ROMANCE, by Richard Halliburton.
Bobbs-Merrill

THE GLORIOUS ADVENTURE, by Richard Halliburton.
Bobbs-Merrill

Wry WE Benave Like Humax BeiNgs, by George A.
Dorsey Harper-

MoruEr InpiA, by Katherine Mayo. Harcourt, Brace

MEecrANICAL and scientific progress continued i 1927, height of
the whole period of invention and exploration that followed
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World War I. Lindbergh made the flight to Paris that thrilled
the world, and later in the year wrote about it in a book that
became a best seller. Ford produced his new Model A. The
Holland Tunnel under the Hudson River was officially opened.
The stock market was booming. The disastrous Mississippi
floods occurred the same year that the musical play based upon
Edna Ferber’s novel of O Man River was produced in New
York. The Literary Guild, following book marketing methods
similar to those of the Book-of-the-Month Club, started to func-
tion in 1927. For the first time, Sinclair Lewis headed the fiction
list. The publication of Elmer Gantry with an imtial printing of
100,000 copies and sales of over 200,000 in the first ten weeks
found him at the peak of popularity Booth Tarkington was high
on the list. So was Warwick Deeping, with two books ; Sorrell and
Son, holding over from 1926, sold 133,830 copies 1n the two years.
Mazo de la Roche, a Canadian contributor to American best-seller
lists, like Gilbert Parker, Ralph Connor, and Louis Hémon of
past years, made a great hit with Jalna, first book in a notable
series about the Whiteoak famuly of Canada. The ninth volume
in the series, but the earliest chronologically, was published
seventeen years afterward, in 1944 Louis Bromfield made his
first appearance on the list with 4 Good Woman. The Story of
Philosophy, which has to date sold 1,045,000 copies, was the
outstanding non-fiction title of the year. Emil Ludwig, who was
to write so many popular biographies, revived the always latent
interest in Napoleon. Rewvolt in the Desert was a book of per-
manent historical importance by the great English hero of World
War I, the mysterious and daring Lawrence of Arabia. Trader
Horn came from South Africa to tell tall tales which caught the
public’s fancy. The Ask Me Another quiz book was an imme-
diate hit, selling 100,000 copies in its first four weeks and be-
coming the first of a series which made quizzes a popular pas-
time for years—perhaps germinating “Information Please!” and
the ubiquitous radio quizzes of today. With two best sellers in
1927, Richard Halliburton captured a public which wanted ad-
venture with glamour, a trend in travel and escape reading that
had begun with O'Brien’s White Shadows in the South Seas
a number of years before. Dorsey carried on the interest in
popular science, and in Mother India Katherine Mayo wrote the
first book to make a large audience aware of India’s problems.
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1928

FICTION

THE Bripge oF SaN Luls Rey, by Thornton Wilder.
A. & C. Bom
WintersMooN, by Hugh Walpole Doubleday, Doran
SwaN Song, by John Galsworthy. Scribner
Tue GreeNt MURDER Casg, by S. S. Van Dine. Scribner
Bap Gire, by Vina Delmar. Harcourt, Brace
CLARE AMBLER, by Booth Tarkington Doubleday, Doran
OLb Pveus, by Warwick Deeping. Knopt
ArL KNEELING, by Anne Parnsh  Harper
JaLNa, by Mazo de la Roche Little, Brown
THE STRANGE CaSE oF Miss ANNIE SPRAGG, by Louis
Bromfield Stokes

NON-FICTION

DisragLi, by André Maurois Appleton

MotHER INDIA, by Katherine Mayo. Harcourt, Brace

Traber Horn, Vol. I, by Alfred Aloysius Horn and
Ethelreda Lewis. Simon & Schuster

NarortoN, by Emil Ludwig Liveright

StraNGE INTERLUDE, by Eugene O'Neill. Livenght.

WE, by Charles A. Lindbergh. Putnam.

CounT LuUckNER, THE SEA DEvir, by Lowell Thomas.
Doubleday, Doran

GoETHE, by Emil Ludwig Putnam

Skywarp, by Richard E. Byrd. Putnam.

THE INTELLIGENT WoMAN’s GUIDE TO SOCIALISM AND
CaritaLisM, by George Bernard Shaw  Brentano

WitH the outward scars of World War I healed, war itself
outlawed by the, Kellogg-Briand Pact, and the big bull market
well under way, Americans were flocking to Europe by every
conceivable means, from freighter to mammoth liner. Amelia
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Earhart was the first woman to fly the Atlantic. At home, gang:
sters, bootleggers, and racketeers were riding high. The first
all-talking movie, The Lights of New York, was presented, and
Walt Disney was working on his first Mickey Mouse picture.
The Bridge of San Luis Rey, a novel that attained such fame
that the Pulitzer Prize committee departed from its usual cus-
tom of giving its award to a story laid in the United States,
was leader of 1928 fiction. This novel with a South American
background was Thornton Wilder’s first great success, selling
240,000 copies in its first year. Since then his most popular
works have been his plays, for example, Our Town. Enghsh
writers with devoted American audiences were next on the list.
A new writer of detective stories, S. S. Van Dine (pseudonym
of Willard Huntington Wright) flashed into the book world
with big sales. The Greene Murder Case was one of the first of
many novels that made Philo Vance almost as familiar a fic-
tional character as Sherlock Holmes. Booth Tarkington’s Claire
Ambler had an added interest because 1t was the first book to
be issued under the new imprint of Doubleday, Doran & Co,
a merger of the old firms of Doubleday, Page and George H.
Doran & Co. Biography was the subject of about half the non-
fiction list. André Maurois followed his successful Ariel with
the life of Disraeli. Emil Ludwig’s Napoleon held over into its
second year and he added a hiography of Goethe to the list.
American antipathy to all things German having subsided, read-
ers devoured Lowell Thomas’ account of a German war hero’s
exploits. Mother India and We were both best sellers for the
second year. Eugene O’Neill's play, widely publicized for its
feat of holding audiences through five hours with intermission
for dinner, sold well in book form Admiral Byrd followed
Lindbergh’s account of sky adventure with his story of his
1926 flight to the North Pole. Bernard Shaw addressed the in-
telhgent woman on political theory—a subject followed in 1944
by his Everybody’s Political What's W hat.
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1929

FICTION

ALL QuiEr oN THE WESTERN FroNT, by Erich Maria
Remarque. Little, Brown

DopsworTH, by Sinclair Lewis. Harcourt, Brace

Darx HESTER, by Anne Douglas Sedgwick. Houghton
Mifflin

TuE Brssor MurDEr CaSE, by S S. Van Dine. Scribner

Rorer’s Row, by Warwick Deeping. Knopf

PepEr Vicrorious, by O E Rolvaag Harper

MaMBa’s DaucHTERs, by DuBose Heyward. Doubleday,
Doran

THE GALAXY, by Susan Ertz  Appleton

SCARLET SISTER MARY, by Julia Peterkin. Bobbs-Merrill

Josepu anp His BreTHREN, by H. W. Freeman Holt.

NON-FICTION

THe ArT OF THINKING, by Ernest Dimnet. Simon &
Schuster

Henry THE EicHTH, by Francis Hackett. Liveright

Tae CrapLE oF THE DEEP, by Joan Lowell. Simon &
Schuster

Euizaseta AND Essex, by Lytton Strachey. Harcourt,
Brace

Tue SpeciaList, by Chic Sale  Specialist Pub. Co.

A PreracE To MoORALs, by Walter Lippmann. Macmillan

BeLieve It or Not, by Robert L. Ripley. Simon &
Schuster

Jor~ BrowN’s Bopy, by Stephen Vincent Benét,
Doubleday, Doran

TrE Tracic Era, by Claude G. Bowers. Houghton Mifftin

TaE MANsioNs oF PHILOsoPHY, by Will Durant. Simon &
Schuster
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TrE Coolidge boom turned into Hoover prosperity, only to totter
in September with the first warning crash of this country’s
greatest financial depression. But the market still wavered on
the brink of disaster, and book sales were booming The great
novel of World War I, All Quiet on the Western Front, writ-
ten by a German, appeared eleven years after the war’s close,
to sell 300,000 in its first year. It was issued here in a first
printing of 100,000; 700,000 were printed in Germany. Famous
all over the world, it was made into a Hollywood super-feature.
Sinclair Lewis did another portrait of the American business-
man in Dodsworth, a book that was made into a lnghly success-
ful play, later a movie S. S Van Dine’s Bishop Murder Case
was as high on the hist as his Greene Murder Case had been Ole
Rélvaag’s Peder Victorious was a sequel to his first novel of the
Dakota prairies, Giants in the Earth (1927) American regional
literature was awakening more and more interest. The South
provided two new novehsts of distinction, DuBose Heyward of
Porgy fame, and Julia Peterkin, who won the Pulitzer Prize
with her first book. Perfecting its technique for selecting and
developing best sellers, the young firm of Simon & Schuster,
which had started only five years previously with The Cross Word
Puzzle Book, was responsible for four books on the non-fiction
list. The Art of Thinking, by a French writer, caught on with
a public interested in self-improvement and sold 125,000 in
1929. The sensational spit-in-the-wind Cradle of the Deep fol-
lowed in Trader Horn's footsteps Believe It or Not, first of
Robert Ripley’s collections of his popular newspaper features,
went over 50,000 The Mansions of Philosophy did not become
the great success that Will Durant’s Story of Philosophy had
been. Henry the Eighth and Elizabeth and Essex were added to
the many notable biographies of the period. Word-of-mouth
publicity made Chic Sale’s tiny lttle book of decidedly homely
humor a runaway best seller. Since 1929 its sales have ex-
ceeded 1,000,000 copies. Walter Lippmann, outstanding political
commentator today, made his first appearance among best sellers
in 1929. John Brown’s Body, one of the early selections of the
Book-of-the-Month Club, attained unusual sales for a book of
poetry, in this case one long narrative poem. Its first printing
was 70,000 copies. At that time the Book-of-the-Month Club’s
membership was about 50,000; now 1t is about 600,000.
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1950

FICTION

CiMarroN, by Edna Ferber. Doubleday, Doran

ExiLe, by Warwick Deeping. Knopf

THE WoMAN oF ANDRos, by Thornton Wilder A. & C.
Boni

YEears oF GRACE, by Margaret Ayer Barnes. Houghton
Mifflin ‘

ANGEL PAVEMENT, by J. B. Priestley. Harper

TuE Door, by Mary Roberts Rinehart Farrar & Rinehart

Rocue HEerries, by Hugh Walpole. Doubleday, Doran

Cuances, by A Hamilton Gibbs. Little, Brown

Younc MaN oF MaxHATTAN, by Katharine Brush.
Farrar & Rinehart

TweNTy-Four Hours, by Louis Bromfield. Stokes

NON-FICTION

THE STORY OF SAN MICHELE, by Axel Munthe. Dutton

. THE STRANGE DEATH OF PRrsIDENT HARDING, by Gaston B.

Means and May Dixon Thacker. Guild Publishing Corp.

ByroN, by André Maurois. Appleton

THE Apams FaMiLy, by James Truslow Adams. Little,
Brown .

Lone Cowsoy, by Will James Scribner

LincoLN, by Emil Ludwig. Little, Brown

THE Story oF PRILosoPHY, by Will Durant. Garden City
Publishing Co.

TreE OutLINE oF History, by H. G. Wells. Garden City
Publishing Co.

THE Art oF THINKING, by Ernest Dimnet. Simon &
Schuster

THE RisE oF AMERICAN CiviLizarioN, by Charles and Mary
Beard. Macmillan
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1930 was a year of financial depression, bank crashes, brokers’
suicides, and the unemployed selling apples on the streets of
New York, with people turning to the inexpensive diversion
of miniature golf to take their minds off money troubles. France
started to build the Maginot Line that was designed to protect
her forever from military aggression. Edna Ferber led fiction
sales for the second time in six years Her Cimarron was a
story of pioneer Oklahoma The fame of his first novel carried
Thornton Wilder’s story of ancient Greece high on the list,
though interest in 1t quickly flagged. Years of Grace was the
first novel by a new writer from Chicago, it won the Pulitzer
Prize and made 1ts author one of the established favorites in the
fiction scene. The Good Companions, published in 1929, had
made a great audience for the English novelist, playwright, and
essayist, J. B. Priestley, an audience that eagerly bought his
new book, Angel Pgvement. Mrs. Rinehart scored with another
mystery novel twenty-one years after her Man m Lower Ten
had become the first American best seller of detective fiction.
The first book of the Herries Chronicle by Hugh Walpole was
an immediate favorite and founded a fictional dynasty that
rivaled Galsworthy’s Forsytes in populanty. A young Amer-
ican writer scored a big success with Young Man of Manhatian,
combining realism and romance in a story of the uproarious
1920’s. In non-fiction, leader of the year was Dr Axel Munthe's
Story of San Michele, one of those freak best sellers that start
out in a modest way, catch on through recommendation by one
reader to another until sales begin to pile up and advertising
takes over Thus, the first of the best-selling “doctor” books, has
sold 300,000 copies. The vogue for autobiographies by notables or
unusual figures in the professions began, but neither lawyers nor
preachers have proved as magnetic in the literary field as doctors.
The sensational Strange Death of President Harding (300,000
sold) had been preceded in 1927 by another book of the same cali-
ber, The President’s Daughter, revealing unsavory Washington
scandal in an era of corruption Byron was Maurois’ third con-
secutive success, and Ludwig agair offered a biography to an as-
sured public. James Truslow Adams and the Beards made their
first appearances as best-selling historians. Will James rose to
popularity with his cowboy remmiscences and drawings. The
Durant and Wells books both returned in new dollar editions.
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FICTION

THE Goop EARTH, by Pearl S. Buck. joim Day
SuaDows oN THE Rock, by Willa Cather Knopf
A WHITE Birv Frying, by Bess Streeter Aldnch. Appleton
GranD HorEL, by Vicki Baum. Doubleday, Doran
YEARs OF GRACE, by Margaret Ayer Barnes. Houghton
Mafflin .
THE Roap Back, by Erich Maria Remarque Little Brown
THE BriDGE OF Desire, by Warwick Deeping McBride
Back STreET, by Fannie Hurst Cosmopolitan Book Co.
Fincw’s FOrRTUNE, by Mazo de la Roche Little, Brown
Mam 1N WAITING, by John Galsworthy Scribner

NON-FICTION

Epucation oF A Princess, by Grand Duchess Marie.
Viking Press

THE Story oF SAN MicHELE, by Axel Munthe. Dutton

WasSHINGTON MERRY-GO-RouND, Anonymous (Drew Pear-
son and Robert S. Allen) Livenight

BonEers. Viking Press

CULBERTSON’S SUMMAaRY, by Ely Culbertson. Bridge World

ConTrACT BrIDGE BLUE Book, by Ely Culbertson. Bridge
World

FaraL INTERVIEW, by Edna St Vincent Millay. Harper

THE Epic oF AMERICA, by James Truslow Adams Little,
Brown

Mexico, by Stuart Chase. Macmillan

NEw Russia’s PriMEr, by M. Ilin. Houghton Mifflin

CoNTRACT bridge hit the nation with full force in this year of
continued depression. Katharine Cornell was appearing on Broad-
way in The Barretts of Wimpole Street (one of the most popular
plays being presented for American soldiers overseas in World
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War II) and “De Lawd” made his appearance in The Green Pas-
tures. Of Thee I Sing, with George Gershwin’s music, was the
first musical play ever to win the Pulitzer Prize. The Good Earth,
by Pearl S. Buck, topped all novels of the year, making a perma-
nent place in our literature for itself and her other novels of
China. Mrs Buck was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature
in 1938, There were five novelists new among best sellers in
11931, all of them women, all American but one. Willa Cather’s
books had been highly esteemed and widely read for years, but
not until publication of Shadows on the Rock had they become
best sellers. Bess Streeter Aldrich’s preceding book, A4 Lantern
in Her Hand, had won many readers by word-of-mouth pub-
licity, ganing an audience for her next, 4 Whte Bwd Flying
Grand Hotel, by the only one of the five who 1s not an American,
15 the most famous of them all TFanme Hurst, ifth new name
on the list, already had a great following among magazine and
book readers, but 1t was Back Street that put her among the
, top-ranking best sellers A new woman writer topped non-fiction,
too, a member of the Russian royal family, the sale of whose auto-
biography reflected the widespread interest in Russia. Through all
these years many memoirs of imperial and revolutionary times in
that country were published; interest was awakened also 1n the
Soviet experiment, with other writers hke M Ilin, whose New
Russia’s Primer was tenth on the list, exploring contemporary
Russia. Washington Merry-Go-Round was a natural successor to
Mirrors of Washington of nearly a decade before, but it packed
more dynamite. Published anonymously, it proved to have been
written by colummsts Drew Pearson and Robert Allen. Boners
was another fad book in the Cross Word Puszle, Ask Me Another,
and Believe It or Not line. With several succeeding volumes it
sold into the hundreds of thousands. As the new contract bridge
replaced auction, there was demand for new guides to the game;
Ely Culbertson was the one who cashed in on the opportunity in
a big way, taking the place held by Milton Work five years before.
There have been countless bridge books and systems, but the many
Culbertson books in their various editions and forms are still
selling steadily. Edna St. Vincent Millay reached the list for-
the first time with Fatal Intcrview, and thus became the first new
best-selling writer of serious poetry besides Stephen Vincent
Benét since World War I days. ;
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FICTION

Tue Goop EarTH, by Pearl S Buck John Day

TrE FounTaIN, by Charles Morgan Knopf

Soxns, by Pearl S Buck. John Day

Mac~oL1a STREET, by Louis Golding. Farrar & Rinehart

THE Surcterrp Lirr, by Ellen Glasgow  Doubleday, Doran

OLp Winke anp New, by Warwick Deeping. Knopf

Mary’'s Neck, by Booth Tarkington Doubleday, Doran

MacoNiFiceNT OssessioN, by Lloyd C Douglas. Willett,
Clark

INuERITANCE, by Phyllis Bentley. Macmillan

Turee Loves, by A. J. Cromin. Luittle, Brown

NON-FICTION

TuEe Epric oF AMERICA, by James Truslow Adams. Little,
Brown

OnLy YEsTERDAY, by Frederick Lewis Allen. Harper

A ForTUNE 10 SHARE, by Vash Young. Bobbs-Merrill

CuLBERTSON’s SUMMARY, by Ely Culbertson. Bridge World

Vax LoonN’s GeoGraraY, by Hendmk Willem Van Loon.
Simon & Schuster

Waat WE Live By, by Ernest Dimnet. Simon & Schuster

TrE MarcH oF DEMocracy, by James Truslow Adams.
Scribner

WasHINGTON MERRY-Go-RounD, Anonymous (Drew Pear-
son and Robert S Allen) Liveright; Blue Ribbon Books

Tue Story ofF My LiFg, by Clarence Darrow. Scribner

More MEeRrY-Go-RounD, Anonymous (Drew Pearson and
Robert S. Allen). Liveright

IN the worst year of the depression came the bonus march on
Washington and the ensuing battle of Anacostia Flats. James
1. Walker resigned under a cloud as Mayor of New York City.
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Radio was in full swing, with Rudy Vallee its topnotch artist.
Father Coughlin’s radio talks were gaining listeners. Technocracy
was the newest theory on how to cure the depression. Colonel
and Mrs. Lindbergh’s small son was kidnaped from his crib
in Hopewell, N. J. Over in China, Japan seized Shanghai in
her undeclared war on that country. The Good Earth headed
fiction for a second year, with Pearl Buck's second novel, con-
tinuing the story of the same Chinese family, taking third place.
The Fountain, in second place, received unusual critical atten-
tion. From England too came Magnolia Street, Inheritance, with
which Macmillan vigorously reentered the field of best-selling
fiction, and Three Loves, A. J. Crommn’s first best seller. Ellen
Glasgow and Booth Tarkington both continued their many years’
popularity. Lloyd Douglas, one of the top-selling novelists of
today, came rather quietly into the list in eighth place. His first
novel, published after he was fifty years old, was a book that
caught on throughout the country, chiefly in the Midwest, by
word-of-mouth personal recommendation. James Truslow Adams,
who had been developing a reputation as an American historian,
found a popular audience with two books, one of which, first
in non-fictton, had also appeared on the previous year’s list.
Frederick Lewis Allen of Harper's Magazine, as Mark Sullivan
had done, found a waiting audience of people who enjoyed read-
ing about things they remembered, events of the not too far
distant past. Vash Young, businessman like Bruce Barton be-
fore him, combined inspirational writing with practical advice
in a little volume timed for that period of financial depression
when. salesmen particularly needed a lift. Hendrik Van Loon,
going under Simon & Schuster sponsorship, added another vol-
ume to his illustrated surveys of human knowledge. Ernest
Dimnet followed his Art of Thinking with a new book, as did
Pearson and Allen with More Merry-Go-Round Their first book
was still selling mernly, switching during the course of the year
into a reprint edition. The trade policy regarding reprints was
changing and non-fiction titles were now released much more
quickly in popular-priced editions. Clarence Darrow, who seven
years before had shared the spotlight in the Scopes trial, wrote
a best-selling autobiography.
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1933

FICTION

ANTHONY ADVERSE, by Hervey Allen. Farrar & Rinehart

As THE Earta Turns, by Gladys Hasty Carroll.
Macmillan

ANN VIckers, by Sinclair Lewis. Doubleday, Doran

MacNiFIcenT OssessioN, by Lloyd C. Douglas. Willett,
Clark

ONE MoRe RIvER, by John Galsworthy Scribner

ForgIvE Us Our Tresrasses, by Lloyd C. Douglas.
Houghton Mifflin

THE MASTER OF JALNA, by Mazo de la Roche. Lattle,
Brown

Miss Bisrop, by Bess Streeter Aldnch. Appleton-Century

TaE FarM, by Louis Bromfield. Harper

LirrLe MaN, WrAT Now? by Hans Fallada. Simon &
Schuster

NON-FICTION

. Lire BeciNs at Forty, by Walter B. Pitkin. Whittlesey

House

MARIE ANTOINETTE, by Stefan Zweig. Viking Press

BriTisH AcenT, by R. H. Bruce Lockhart. Putnam

100,000,000 GuinEa Pics, by Arthur Kallet and F. J. Schiink.
Vanguard Press

TaE House oF ExXiLE, by Nora Waln. Little, Brown

VaN LooN’s GeoGrarHY, by Hendrik Willem Van Loon.
Simon & Schuster

LooxiNG ForwarD, by Franklin D. Roosevelt. John Day

ConTtrACT Bripge BLUE Book ofF 1933, by Ely Culbertson.
Bridge World

THE ARCHES oF THE YEARs, by Halliday Sutherland.
Morrow

THE Marce oF Democracy, Vol. II, by James Truslow
Adams, Scribner
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“Wro’s Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf?”’ was the theme song of
1933 as Franklin D. Roosevelt, taking office as chief executive
of the nation, quickly declared a bank holiday. The NRA and
the AAA were created. The World's Fair opened in Chicago.
Tobacco Road, which by 1939 was to break the record for suc-
cessive Broadway performances, was produced. The * United
States abandoned the gold standard, liquor made a legitimate
reappearance with the repeal of the 18th Amendment, the speak-
easy era passed out of existence, and the public took up jigsaw
puzzles in a big way. In Berlin the Reichstag was burned.
Anthony Adverse, selling 300,000 copies in 1its first six months,
captured readers of many levels of taste and turned public inter-
est definitely toward the historical novel for the first time since
the early decades of the century. Anthony Adverse, too, began a
trend toward the novel of unusual length, a feature which hit
the fancy of the public again in Gone with the Wind Continuing
its big-time fiction drive begun with Phyllis Bentley’s Inheritance
in 1932, Macmillan found in Gladys Hasty Carroll a new writer
from Maine, a state becoming notable for its literary production.
Lew:s, Galsworthy, de la Roche, Aldrich, and Bromfield repeated
best-seller performances, Galsworthy with his third book in the
new saga. Lloyd Douglas’ Magnificent Obsession climbed steadily.
In tenth place appeared a new writer from Germany, Hans
Fallada, author of Simon & Schuster’s first fiction success. A
new self-help book hit the non-fiction top for a long run, selling
88,897 copies in 1933, of a total 164,000 sale. Biography, with
characters from France, Russia, China, and a doctor’s story,
The Arches of the Years, took four of the places on the list.
Kallet and Schlink issued their interpretation of the claims of
modern advertising 1 100,000,000 Guinea Pigs, a volume that
led the way for many other books of the “exposure” type and
drew increased attention to consumer movements Culbertson
continued to sell year after year. As Woodrow Wilson had done
twenty years before, Franklin Roosevelt began his administration
with a best-selling book on his policies.
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FICTION

ANTHONY ADVERSE, by Hervey Allen. Farrar & Rinehart

Lams 1N His BosoM, by Caroline Miller. Harper

So Rep THE RosEk, by Stark Young. Scribner

Goop-BYE, Mr CHips, by James Hilton. Little, Brown

WitHIN THis PRESENT, by Margaret Ayer Barnes.
Houghton Mifflin

WOoRrk oF ART, by Sinclair Lewis. Doubleday, Doran

PrivaTe WorLps, by Phyllis Bottome. Houghton Mifflin

Mary PeTErs, by Mary Ellen Chase. Macmillan

O1L ror THE Lamps oF CHINA, by Alice Tisdale Hobart.
Bobbs-Merrill

SeEvEN GotHIC TALEs, by Isak Dinesen. Smith & Haas

NON-FICTION

. WHILE RoME BurNs, by Alexander Woollcott.

Viking Press

Lire BEGINS AT ForTy, by Walter B. Pitkin. Whittlesey
House

Nijinsky, by Romola Nijinsky. Simon & Schuster

100,000,000 GuiNea Pigs, by Arthur Kallet and
F. J. Schlink. Vanguard Press

THE NATIVE's RETURN, by Louis Adamic. Harper

Stars FELL ON ALABAMA, by Carl Carmer. Farrar &
Rinehart

BrazILIAN ADVENTURE, by Peter Fleming Scribner

Forry-Two YEARs IN THE WHITE Housg, by Ike Hoover.
Houghton Mifflin

You Must RELAX, by Edmund Jacobson. Whittlesey
House

Tue Lire oF Our Lorp, by Charles Dickens. Simon &
Schuster



THE Townsend plan and Upton Sinclair’s EPIC party followed
on the heels of Technocracy as economic cure-alls. Dillinger,
greatest American bandit of the era, was killed and the Dionne
quintuplets were born. Parisians rioted over evidence of govern-
ment corruption, and F.D.R. signed the Philippine Independence
Act. Dust storms devastated Kansas and Oklahoma. Anthony
Adverse sold 176,100 more copies in 1934, bringing it to the top
of the fiction list again, but this was only the beginning! The
South contributed two new novelists, Caroline Miller with the
Pulitzer Prize novel, Lamb in His Bosom, and Stark Young with
So Red the Rose, both books laid in the old South. Another
two-year period of best sellerdom began with James Hilton's first
success, Good-Bye, Mr Chips, the first book, too, to achieve
country-wide fame through radio recommendation—the book
about which Alexander Woollcott went “quietly mad” There
were seven new names on the list in all. The English writer,
Phyllis Bottome, scored a hit with her story of insanmity, mark-
ing a trend toward novels studying abnormal psychological
situations. Mary Ellen Chase, who had taught English to two
decades of Smith College girls, proved that she herself could
write vigorously. Mary Peters was another Maine story and sub-
ject of another big Macmillan promotion campaign. Alice Tisdale
Hobart wrote a telling story of China; and Seven Gothic Tales
introduced an author from Denmark whose umique tales created
a devoted audience for her work in this country. Alexander
Woollcott had become radio’s favorite voice and expert story-
teller as well as book promoter. People bought his own book,
While Rome Burns, as well as those he recommended In 1934,
83,545 copies of While Rome Burns were sold. Eventually it
reached a sale of over 500,000. Lifc Begins at Forty was second
in 1934, and another seli-help book, Y ou Must Relex, was in ninth
place. Louis Adamic’s extremely interesting account of his native
Yugoslavia found many readers, as did Carl Carmer’s picturesque
interpretation of the State of Alabama, a book that inspired a
popular song and laid the foundations for the author’s reputation
in the field of American folklore. A century-old book by the
prince of best sellers, Charles Dickens, was rescued for' a time
from obscurity.
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FICTION

GreeN LiGHT, by Lloyd C. Douglas. Houghton Mifflin

VEIN oF IroN, by Ellen Glasgow. Harcourt, Brace

Or TiME aND THE RIVER, by Thomas Wolfe. Scribner

TiMe Qur oF MIND, by Rachel Field. Macmillan

Goop-Bye, Mr CHirs, by James Hilton Little, Brown

THE Forty Davs oF Musa DacH, by Franz Werfel.
Viking Press

Heaven’s My DestinaTION, by Thornton Wilder. Harper

Lost HorizoNn, by James Hilton. Morrow

CoME AND GET IT, by Edna Ferber Doubleday, Doran

Eurora, by Robert Briffault. Scribner

NON-FICTION

NorTtH 10 THE ORIENT, by Anne Morrow Lindbergh
Harcourt, Brace

WHILE RomME Burns, by Alexander Woollcott.
Viking Press

LiFe witn Fatuer, by Clarence Day. Knopf

PersoNAL HisTory, by Vincent Sheean. Doubleday, Doran

SEVEN PiLuars oF WispoM, by T E. Lawrence. Doubleday,
Doran

Francis THE FIrsT, by Francis Hackett Doubleday, Doran

MARY QUEEN OF SCOTLAND AND THE IsLEs, by Stefan Zweig.
Viking Press '

Rarts, Lice axp Hisiory, by Hans Zinsser. Little, Brown

R. E. Leg, by Douglas Southall Freeman Scribner

SxiN Deep, by M. C. Phillips. Vanguard Press

THE Nazis, in full power in Germany, began their anti-Jewish
campaign. Mussolini invaded Ethiopia. In the United States the
social secunty laws were passed and the WPA was inaugurated
Will Rogers was killed in an airplane crash. Boondoggling, Huey
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Long, and café society were conversational topics. Swing music
hit the country, with Benny Goodman its leading exponent. Porgy
and Bess, originating in DuBose Heyward's novel, Porgy, was
the first musical produced by the Theatre Guild. With his second
book, which sold 103,286 copies in 1935, Lloyd Douglas became
the most popular novelist in the country. Ellen Glasgow, who
had been a best seller for nearly four decades, achieved a high
place with her latest novel. Six years previously, Thomas Wolfe's
Look Homeward, Angel had brought him into literary prominence.
His second novel, Of Time and the Rwer, found a popular audi-
ence. Rachel Field, widely known as a wnter of books for chil-
dren and as their illustrator as well, made a national reputation
with an adult novel James Hilton’s Mr. Chips went into its
second year. One of his earlier novels, now reissued and also
praised by Mr. Woollcott, was close behind 1t on the list. Both
books were to repeat their fame as movies. By now book club
printings had reached about 75,000 copies. It is interesting to note
that a famous juvenile, The Little Colonel, brought out in reprint
edition, sold 100,000 copies in 1935, The name of Lindbergh re-
appeared on the non-fiction list after eight years. This time it was
Anne Morrow Lindbergh who wrote of air adventure. It was her
literary skill as well as her name, with all its associations from the
first Paris flight through the tragic events of kidnaping and trial,
that made her book non-fiction top seller of the year, reaching
185,000 copies. While Rome Burns, first in 1934, was second in
1935. Life with Father, as a book, laid the groundwork for the
famous play’s record run on Broadway. Vincent Sheean’s Per-
sonal Haistory forecast the important part that newspapermen were
to play in the field of books during the coming war years. The
foundations for the success of Seven Pillars of Wisdom had
been laid eight years previously by Lawrence’s Revolt in the
Desert The legend of the man had grown and this, with a notable
publicity campaign, accounted for the fact that an expensive
book, one that was not “written down” for the sake of appeal
to a wide public, was a best seller of the year. Rewolt in the
Desert had been in fact a popularization of part of the original
Seven Pillars of Wisdom Notable biographies by Hackett, Zweig,
and Freeman had many readers Hans Zinsser popularized some
interesting aspects of medical lore; and Skin Deep became still
another best-selling “consumer” book.
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FICTION

GoNE WITH THE WIND, by Margaret Mitchell. Macmillan

THE LasT PURITAN, by George Santayana. Scribner

SPARKENBROKE, by Charles Morgan. Macmillan

DruMs ALoNG THE MoHAWK, by Walter D. Edmonds.
Little, Brown

It Can’t HapreNn Herr, by Sinclair Lewis. Doubleday,
Doran

WHITE BANNERs, by Lloyd C Douglas. Houghton Mifflin

THE HURRICANE, by Charles Nordhoff and James Norman
Hall. Little, Brown

THE THINKING REED, by Rebecca West. Viking Press

THE DocTor, by Mary Roberts Rinehart. Farrar & Rinehart

EvELEss IN Gaza, by Aldous Huxley Harper

NON-FICTION

Man~ THE UNKNOWN, by Alexis Carrel. Harper

Wake Ur aND Live! by Dorothea Brande. Simon &
Schuster

THE WaY OF A TRANSGRESSOR, by Negley Farson.
Harcourt, Brace -

AROUND THE WORLD IN ELEVEN YEARs, by Patience, Rich-
ard, and Johnny Abbe. Stokes

Nortu TO THE ORIENT, by Anne Morrow Lindbergh.
Harcourt, Brace

AN AwmEericaN Doctor’s Obvyssey, by Victor Heiser.
Norton

InsipE Eurorg, by John Gunther. Harper

Live ALoNE AND LIKE I, by Marjorie Hillis. Bobbs-Merrill

Lire witH FATHER, by Clarence Day. Knopf

I WriTE As I PLEASE, by Walter Duranty. Simon &
Schuster
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TrHE Rome-Berlin Axis was announced and Germany entered
the Rhineland. Edward VIII of England renounced his throne
to marry the woman he loved. Revolution against the established
government in Spain broke out in bloody civil war. American
inventiveness turned to air conditioning and streamlining. De-
structive floods rolled through the East and Midwest. Published
in June, Gone with the Wind was to dominate all fiction sales for
two years, creating publishing history with sales never before
reached by fiction in so short a time. One million copies were
sold in its first six months, and the book and its author, whose
first novel it was and who has published nothing since, estab-
lished themselves firmly in American literary legend. George
Santayana, Spanish by birth and long a professor of philosophy
at Harvard, wrote a best-selling novel, The Last Puritan, first of
a number of novels by various authors on patrician and intel-
lectual Boston. Walter Edmonds was a new name in historical
fiction, adding to the period’s growing trend toward long historical
novels which was started by Anthony Adverse and pointed up
again by Gone with the Wind Nordhoff and Hall were a writ-
ing team from the South Seas who had first written after World
War I of their experiences in France and who had previously
made a big hit with Mutiny on the Bounty, a sea chronicle based
on old records. Rebecca West and Aldous Huxley, notable
English writers, appeared for the first time on the American
best-seller list of the year. The non-fiction hist was typical of
the variety of authorship and subject matter which often comes
to the fore in public approval A surgeon writing for the lay-
man headed the list, followed by a self-improvement book and
a newspaperman’s story. Fourth came the travel experiences of
three smart youngsters, delightedly read by adults. Travel of all
kinds predominated the list in this year when the rumblings of
coming war were growing louder Mrs. Lindbergh’s book was
still a best seller, followed by the narrative of the experiences
in out-of-the-way countries of a doctor with a notable career
throughout the world 1n medical research. Inside Europe was the
first book in an excellent series on political interpretation the
world over by reporter John Gunther. Live Alone and Like It,
which sold 100,000 copies in 1936, was another self-help book
written in humorous and entertaining fashion. Tenth was a for-
eign correspondent’s book on Russia.
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FICTION

|

GoNE wITH THE WIND, by Margaret Mitchell. Macmillan

2. NorTHWEST Passacg, by Kenneth Roberts. Doubleday,
Doran

THE Crtaper, by A. J. Cronin. Little, Brown

AND So—VicToriA, by Vaughan Wilkins. Macmillan

Drums AroNG THE MoHAWK, by Walter D. Edmonds.
Little, Brown

THE YEaRs, by Virginia Woolf. Harcourt, Brace

THEATRE, by W Somerset Maugham. Doubleday, Doran

OF Mice anNp MkN, by John Steinbeck. Covici, Friede

THE RaiNs CaME, by Lows Bromfield. Harper

WE ARe Not ALONE, by James Hilton Little, Brown

nhw

SIS A

NON-FICTION

1. How 1o WIN FRIENDs AND INFLUENCE PEOPLE, by Dale
Carnegie. Simon & Schuster

2. AN AwmericaN Docror’s Opyssey, by Victor Heiser.
Norton

3. Tue Rerurn 10 RELIGION, by Henry C Link. Macmillan

4. Tue Arrts, by Hendrik Willem Van Loon. Simon &
Schuster

5. Orcrips oN Your BUDGET, by Marjorie Hillis. Bobbs-
Mernll

6 PresenNt INDICATIVE, by Noel Coward. Doubleday, Doran

7. MATHEMATICS FOR THE MILLION, by Lancelot Hogben.
Norton

8. Lire wiTH MoTHER, by Clarence Day. Knopf

9. TeE NiLE, by Emil Ludwig. Viking Press

10. Tue FLoweriNG oF NEw ENGLAND, by Van Wyck Brooks.
Dutton

U. S. travelers flocked to Paris for the Exposition and to London
for the coronation of King George VI. Japan began her long
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war against China. Charlie McCarthy, candid cameras, and skiing
were current crazes in America, which was also swept by a wave
of the new “sit-down” strikes. Pins and Needles, produced by
the Labor Stage, was to break musical show records by 1939.
Gone with the Wind swung into an even more triumphant leader-
ship of fiction sales, eventually selling well over 3,500,000 copies.
Translation rights were being sought in a score of languages and
GWTW became as well-known initials as NBC or WPA. Ken-
neth Roberts of Maine had published four other historical novels
before he achieved national recognition with Northwest Passage
A. J. Cronin was more popular than ever, with one of his best-
liked novels, The Citadel, which sold 161,108 copies in 1937, A
new writer of historical fiction from England, Vaughan Wilkins,
made his debut on the list, as did Virgimmia Woolf and W. Somer-
set Maugham, although their books had had large American audi-
ences for many years John Steinbeck’s first selling success came
with Of Mice and Men. His Tortila Flat, in 1935, had made 1its
mark with the critics. Half the fiction was contnbuted in 1937
by Enghlish writers, half by American The best-known self-help
book of them all, How to Win Friends and Influence People,
topped all non-fiction with sales of 729,000 copies m 1937, in
addition to its 12,000 from the previous year With its reap-
pearance in a 25-cent edition, 1t was to sell nearly 3,000,000. The
Return to Religion, one of the few titles in the non-fiction reli-
gious field to reach the annual lists, sold 83,000 copies. Con-
tinuing his series of books on various fields of human knowledge,
Hendrik Van Loon produced a best seller whose illustrations and
format added to its sales appeal Marjorie Hillis followed her
Live Alone and Like It with another entertaining book along self-
help lines and Noel Coward first appeared among best sellers
with his autobiography. Mathematics for the Million was not
written down for mass interest; on the contrary, the public had
to rise to the scholarly but effective presentation of a difficult
subject. Clarence Day continued his delightful family chronicle
with Life with Mother. Emil Ludwig deserted, temporarily, the
lives of great men for the biography of a river With The Flower-
ing of New England, a distinguished literary critic began a series
of books on American cultural history, though this was not the
first volume chronologically.
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FICTION

THE YEARLING, by Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings. Scribner

THE CiTapEL, by A J Cronin. Little, Brown

My Son, My So~! by Howard Spring. Viking Press

REeBEccA, by Daphne du Maurier Doubleday, Doran

NorTHWEST PassaGe, by Kenneth Roberts. Doubleday,
Doran

Airr Tuis, aANp Heaven Too, by Rachel Field. Macmillan

THE Rains CaMEg, by Lows Bromfield. Harper

AND TEeLL OF TiME, by Laura Krey. Houghton Mifflin

THE MortaL StorM, by Phylhs Bottome., Luittle, Brown

AcCTION AT AQuiLa, by Hervey Allen Farrar & Rinehart

NON-FICTION

THE IMPORTANCE OF LiviNg, by Lin Yutang. John Day

Wit Mavice Towarp SoME, by Margaret Halsey.
Simon & Schuster

MapaME Curlig, by Eve Curie  Doubleday, Doran

Listen! THE WiInD, by Anne Morrow Lindbergh.
Harcourt, Brace

THE Horse aND Buccy DocTor, by Arthur E. Hertzler.
Harper

How 10 WIN FRIENDS AND INFLUENCE PEOPLE, by Dale
Carnegie. Simon & Schuster

BeEnjaMIN FraNKLIN, by Carl Van Doren. Viking Press

I'M A STRANGER HERE MyseLr, by Ogden Nash. Little,
Brown

ALONE, by Richard E. Byrd. Putnam

Fanny KeMmsLe, by Margaret Armstrong. Macmillan

“PEACE in our time” was declared at Munich after the Czech
crisis and after Hitler had annexed Austria. American jitters
were induced by a Martian radio attack, with Orson Welles as
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entrepreneur. God Bless America, which Irving Berlin had writ-
ten in 1917, was revived by Kate Smith to become what some
chose to call our second national anthem. Bingo and the big
apple were fads of the year. “Information Please!” the quiz
program that topped all quiz programs, presented many authors
on the radio as well as its “regulars” and, emceed by Clifton
Fadiman, then literary critic of The New Yorker, added to the
interest in and knowledge of books on the part of its vast radio
audience. The Yearling, novel of a Florida boy and his beloved
fawn, outsold other fiction and took its place as an American
classic read by both young and old. The Citadel, third in 1937,
went up to second place mn 1938. From England came two
writers new to the list and quickly taken up by the pubhe,
Howard Spring and Daphne du Maurier. Kebecca has gone on
selling 1n reprint editions and was natural material for an ex-
tremely popular movie. Northwest Passage and The Rains Came,
the latter a novel of India and perhaps Bromfield’s greatest seller,
carried on into their second years Rachel Field’s best-known
novel, which also became a feature movie, was based upon events
in her own family history. And Tell of Twme was a historical
story of Texas by a second new American woman writer on this
list. Hervey Allen turned to American Civil War history with
his first novel since the great .dnthony With the Sino-Japanese
war going into its second year, an interpretation of China by a
Chinese man of letters outsold all other non-fiction, reaching
124,415 copies This included book club sales. Margaret Halsey,
a new writer who only 1n 1944 published a second book, scored
the British in her clever and humorous With Malice Toward
Some. The daughbter of Madame Curie told the story of her
mother’s Iife, which was taken to the hearts of readers aware
of the woman scientist’s greatness. The autobiography of a coun-
try doctor was halfway down the list. The response to Carl Van
Doren’s definitive life of Franklin was enthusiastic. Another new
best-selling American biographer was Margaret Armstrong, with
Fanny Kemble. Ogden Nash was a constantly quoted favorite
from the pages of The New Yorker and other magazines, even
before the publication of I'm a Stranger Here Myself Admiral
Byrd gave his record of months in the Antarctic, newspaper ac-
counts of which had previously thrilled and mystified millions.
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FICTION

THE GrAPES OF WRATH, by John Steinbeck. Viking Press

ArLr THis, AND HEAVEN Too, by Rachel Field. Macmillan

REBEcca, by Daphne du Maurier Doubleday, Doran

Wickrorp PoINT, by John P Marquand. Little, Brown

Escarg, by Ethel Vance Little, Brown

Di1sputep Passack, by Lloyd C Douglas. Houghton Mifflin

Tue YEARLING, by Marjorte Kinnan Rawlings. Scribner

THE TREE OF LiBerty, by Elizabeth Page. Farrar &
Rinehart

THE NAZARENE, by Sholem Asch. Putnam

Kirry Fovrg, by Christopher Morley. Lippincott

NON-FICTION

Days oF Our YEars, by Prerre van Paassen Hillman-Curl

REACHING FOR THE STaRs, by Nora Waln. Little, Brown

InsiDE Asia, by John Gunther. Harper

AvuToBrograPHY WITH LETTERS, by William Lyon Phelps.
Oxford University Press

Countky LAWYER, by Bellamy Partridge Whittlesey House

WIND, SAND AND STARs, by Antone de St. Exupéry
Reynal & Hitchcock

MEeiNn Kamrpr, by Adolf Hitler. Reynal & Hitchcock

A PrcurLiar Treasurg, by Edna Ferber. Doubleday, Doran

Not Prack But A Sworp, by Vincent Sheean Doubleday,
Doran

Listen ! THE WiND, by Anne Morrow Lindbergh. Harcourt,
Brace

THE New York World’s Fair opened, with exhibits from nearly
alli the countries of the world except Germany, and was visited
by the new King and Queen of England. The Spanish Civil War
ended with the surrender of the Loyalists Late in the year Ger-
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many invaded Poland—the period of peace between two world
wars had ended. A novel of the “Okies,” those dispossessed by
the dust storms of 1934, made John Stemnbeck top best seller of
the nation. Bookstores sold 300,000 copies during the year. Al
This and Heaven Too and Rebecca both climbed higher on tife
best-seller ladder m their second year. John P. Marquand had
written a penetrating novel of Boston, The Late George Apley,
in 1937. Known popularly as the writer of the “Mr. Moto” spy
stories, he attained critical and commercial success with his first
serious novel, though it did not make the list in the year in which
it was published. As often happens with a newly prominent
writer, the second book after a first success achieved greater
national sales in its first year of publication, though not neces-
sarily total sales, than did the earlicr book. Escape, written by
Grace Zaring Stone under the pseudonym of Ethel Vance, was
the first best-selling fiction based upon events in Hitler’s Ger-
many. Continuing the trend of the long historical novel was
The Tree of Liberty. Another trend—toward fiction of Biblical
times—was marked by the sales of The Nazarene, scholarly story
by a writer new to this country, whose work was translated from
the Yiddish. Christopher Morley, long-beloved poet, essayist, and
novelist, found a best-selling audience with his portrayal of a
modern working girl, Kitty Foyle, later played on the screen by
Ginger Rogers. Contemporary history began to loom large in the
world of books. Best seller of non-fiction was written by Pierre
van Paassen, a Hollander who took a world view of political
events in his reminiscences, as had Vincent Sheean in 1935, In
Reaching for the Stars, Nora Waln described the tragedy of
life in Germany under the Nazis as she had witnessed 1t. Gunther
continued his political surveys with Inside Asia Long an in-
fluential commentator on books, Professor Phelps of Yale had
an assured audience for his autobiography Country Laowyer,
amusing narrative of old-time upstate New York life, introduced
the legal profession into best sellerdom, where medical lives were
already well established. Wind, Sand and Stars, by a French
writer and aviator, added to the literature of flight. Mein Kampf,
Bible of Nazi Germany, was published with its full text for the
first time over here. A best seller over many years in the fiction
field, Edna Ferber wrote best-selling non-fiction as well with her
autobiography, 4 Peculiar Treasure.
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1940

FICTION

1. How GreeN Was My Vairey, by Richard Llewellyn.
Macmillan

Krrry Fovig, by Christopher Morley. Lippincott

Mrs MiNIVER, by Jan Struther. Harcourt, Brace

For Wuon tue BrLL ToLis, by Ernest Hemingway.
Scribner

e

5. Tre Nazareng, by Sholem Asch Putnam

6. Stars oN THE SEa, by F. van Wyck Mason. Lippincott
7. Oriveir WiswerL, by Kenneth Roberts Doubleday, Doran
8. Tut GraPES oF WRATH, by John Steinbeck. Viking Press
9. NicHT IN BoMmBay, by Louis Bromfield. Harper

10. Tae Famivy, by Nina Fedorova Laittle, Brown

NON-FICTION

1. I MarrIED ADVENTURE, by Osa Johnson Lippincott

2. How 1o ReEap A Book, by Mortimer Adler. Simon &
Schuster

3. A SMATTERING OF IGNORANCE, by Oscar Levant. Doubleday,
Doran

4. CounTtry SQuIRE 1N THE WHITE Housg, by John T. Flynn.
Doubleday, Doran

5. Lanp Berow tHE WIND, by Agnes Newton Keith. Little,
Brown

6. AmericAN WHITE PAPER, by Joseph W. Alsop, Jr., and
Robert Kintnor. Simon & Schuster

7. NEw ENGLAND: INDIAN SUMMER, by Van Wyck Brooks.
Dutton

8. As I RemeMsBer HiM, by Hans Zinsser. Little, Brown

9. DAvs oF Our YEARs, by Pierre van Paassen. Dial Press

10. Ber It’s A Boy, by Betty B Blunt. Stephen Daye Press

AFTER months of the so-called “phony” war, the German blitz
broke loose, epgulfing Holland, Belgium, Luxembourg, France.
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Millions in America grabbed each new edition of the newspapers
as the Nazis stormed nearer Paris. War gloom was at its deep-
est as Hitler attacked England from the air, and American sym-
pathy went out to the besieged and bombarded Britishers. In the
fall Wendell Willkie polled an enormous popular vote, but Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt was elected President of the United States for
a third term. A novel of the Welsh coal miners, beautifully writ-
ten and with an emotional appeal that quickly made the best-
seller grade, brought a new name to the head of the fiction list.
How Green Was My Valley sold 176,280 copies through the
bookstores. Third, by a new English writer, was Mrs. Miniver,
the central character of which charmed the American public in
the book and the movie. Its author, Jan Struther, is possibly the
most frequent guest on “Information, Please!” For Whom the
Bell Tolls, Ernest Hemingway’s first great best seller, told of an
American in the Spamish Civil War A new name in historical
fiction was F. van Wyck Mason, though, like John P. Marquand,
he had long been liked in another field of fiction—as a writer of
international adventure stories featuring an Army Intelligence
hero. The first 1n his series of novels on the early maritime
history of this country, Three Harbours, did not reach an an-
nual list, but the second, Stars on the Sea, did. It was a novel of
unusual length, as was Oliver Wiswell, another Kenneth Roberts
historical novel. I Married Adventwre, Osa Johnson’s narrative
of years in far, wild countries with her explorer husband, Martin
Johnson, topped non-fiction with sales of 288,000, including book
club copies. How to Read a Book was an interesting success.
One of the most popular stars of “Information, Please!” the
whimsical and musical Oscar Levant entertained with A4 Smat-
tering of Ignorance. Country Squire in the White House, cam-
paign literature of 1940, sold over 100,000 copies. Land Below
the Wind was an Atlantic-Little, Brown prize-winning book about
Borneo. With the exception of American White Paper and Days
of Our Years, it is amazing to note that by the end of the first
year of the war no non-fiction best seller could in any way be
considered a “war book.” New England : Indian Summer was the
second volume of Van Wyck Brooks’ best-selling literary history,
As I Remember Him was the biography of his “romantic self”
by Hans Zinsser, author of Rats, Lice and History. Bet It's a
Boy, a little cartoon book of obstetrical humor, sold over 100,000.
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1941

FICTION ‘

TuEe Keys oF THE Kingpom, by A. J. Cronin. Little, Brown
RanNpoM HARVEST, by James Hilton Little, Brown
Tais ABovE ArL, by Eric Knight. Harper
TrHE Su~ Is My UnpoiNg, by Marguerlte Steen.

Viking Press
5. For WroM THE BELL ToLLs, by Ernest Hemingway.
Scribner

bl B e

6. Oriver WisweLL, by Kenneth Roberts Doubleday, Doran

7. H. M. PuLaaym, EsQuirg, by John P. Marquand. Little,
Brown

8 MRr aNp Mrs Cucart, by Isabel Scott Rorick. Houghton
Mifflin

9. SaraToca TRUNK, by Edna Ferber Doubleday, Doran
10. WinpswepT, by Mary Ellen Chase. Macmillan

NON-FICTION

BERLIN Diary, by Wilham L. Shirer. Knopf

TuE WHITE CLIFFS, by Alice Duer Miller. Coward-McCann

Our oF THE NIGHT, by Jan Valtin. Alliance Book Corp.

INsIDE LATIN AMERiCA, by John Gunther. Harper

Broop, SWEAT AND TEARs, by Winston S. Churchill,
Putnam

You Can’t Do Business wite HiITLER, by Douglas S.
Miller. Little, Brown

7. Reaping I've Likep, ed. by Chfton Fadiman. Simon &

Schuster

8. REVEILLE IN WASHINGTON, by Margaret Leech. Harper

9. Exir LaugHING, by Irvin S. Cobb. Bobbs-Merrill

10. My SisTeR AND I, by Dirk van der Heide. Harcourt, Brace

Nk uUN-

o

“Never had so many owed so much to so' few” as England’s
gallant airmen defended their island. The worst threat of in-
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vasion was over but Germany had attacked Russia and held nearly
all the continent as her own Festung Europa. One Sunday after-
noon toward the end of the year, when most American families
had their radios tuned to the Philharmonic, came the stunning
announcement that the Japanese had attacked Pearl Harbor. The
United States immediately entered the war against Japan, Ger-
many, and Italy. War books predominated the 1941 list of best
sellers, although we were actually at war only during the last
month of the year In fiction two best-selling war novels, both
by Enghsh authors, were mn second and third places James
Hilton had already written several best sellers (his Random
Harvest was about World War 1), but Eric Knight, later killed
in a plane crash, was best known as the author of an out-
standing dog story, Lassie Come-Home First on the list was
the latest Cronin novel, rival in popularity to The Citadel The
Keys of the Kingdom sold 236,496 copies through the trade, plus
234,328 through the Book-of-the-Month Club, whose membership
had reached a figure far beyond that of its early years. Marguerite
Steen, author of many novels, joined best sellers with a long
historical novel. The Sun Is My Undoing, still gong in a re-
print edition, has passed 800,000 For IVhom the Bell Tolls and
Oliver Wiswell appeared in their second year and John P Mar-
quand added another portrait of consequence to his gallery of
Bostonians. Mr and Mrs. Cugat, from the pages of The New
Yorker, which more and more produced fiction and essays later
made into popular books (Life with Father first appeared there),
introduced another new author. Edna Ferber’s story of old New
Orleans is now on its way to the screen. Mary Ellen Chase
had a second best seller about Mame. The war led in earnest
in non-fiction. Correspondent William Shirer’s Berlin Diary made
history by forming opinion and preparing American understand-
ing of one of the enemies with whom we were to be at war by
December. It sold 213,769 copies through the 'bookstores, 236,496
through the Book-of-the-Month Club in 1941. The White Cliffs,
a narrative poem of wartime England, later basis of a movie and
a popular song, made a record sale for a book of poetry, reach-
ing 250,000 copies in its first three years The underground life
of Gestapo vs. Communist came into Jan Valtin’s not wholly
authenticated Out of the Night. John Gunther followed his /nside
Europe and Inside Asia with a third best seller. American in-
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terest in England’s great crisis was reflected in the sales of Prime
Minister Winston Churchill’s speeches. You Can’t Do Business
with Hitler struck an important prewar note. The touching story
of a Dutch refugee boy, My Sister and I, a title which also in-
spired a popular song of the day, made a tutal of seven books
on the 1941 non-fiction list that were concerned with the war in
one way or another. The other three places were filled by
Clifton Fadiman’s anthology, Reading I've Liked, arousing in-
terest in a wide audience because of his great popularity on
“Information, Please!” and as book critic of The New Yorker;
by a historical portrait of Washington, D. C, Reveille in Wash-
ington; and by the autobiography of a long-time favorite author
and humorist, Exit Laughing
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1942

FICTION

THE SoNG oF BERNADETTE, by Franz Werfel. Viking Press

THE Moon Is DowN, by John Steinbeck. Viking Press

DracoN Seep, by Pearl S. Buck. John Day

Anp Now Tomorrow, by Rachel Field. Macmillan

Drivin’ WoMAN, by Elizabeth Pickett Macmillan

WinDswePT, by Mary Ellen Chase. Macmullan

THE Rosg, by Lloyd C. Douglas. Houghton Miffiin

TreE Sux Is My Unpoing, by Marguerite Steen.
Viking Press

Kincs Row, by Henry Bellamann Simon & Schuster

THE KEvs oF THE KiNGpoM, by A. J. Cronin. Little, Brown

NON-FICTION

SEE HEeRr, PrivaTE HARGroVE, by Marion Hargrove. Holt

MissioN To Moscow, by Joseph E Davies. Simon &
Schuster

Tue Last Time I Saw Paris, by Elliot Paul
Random House

Cross CrEEk, by Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings  Scribner

Vicrory THrOUGH AIrR PowEkr, by Major Alexander P. de
Seversky. Sumon & Schuster

Past ImperrECT, by Ilka Chase. Doubleday, Doran

Taey Were ExpENDABLE, by W. L. White. Harcourt,
Brace

FLiGHT 10 ARRAS, by Antomne de St. Exupéry. Reynal &
Hitchcock

WasHiNGTON Is Like THAT, by W. M. Kiplinger. Harper

INsIDE LATIN AMERICA, by John Gunther. Harper

THE early months of 1942 marked the low point of the war as
far as the United States was concerned. The Philippines were
overrun after MacArthur's desperate stand on Corregidor, Aus-
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tralia and our lifelines to that continent were threatened, and
Singapore fell. Then in April we struck our first offensive blow
with the bombing of Tokyo. In August came the first attack on
Guadalcanal. Americans were introduced to rationing, and pleas-
ure-driving in automobiles was prohibited Again the appeal of
religious fiction was evidenced by the great sale of The Song of
Bernadette, which reached almost half a million copies in 1942,
With its reprint edition, timed for the release of a notable movie,
1t had sold over 900,000 by 1944 John Steinbeck’s The Moon
Is Down, later a stage play, was a story of the German occupa-
tion of Norway which, like Bernadette, approached the 500,000
mark in 1942, Pearl Buck’s novel of war in China, Dragon Seed,
sold around 400,000 copies in its ornginal edition and was also
made into a notable 1944 movie. The Robe, published 1 October,
a novel of the time of Chnist, started toward its record-breaking
sales figure—it was still high on best seller lists the country
over two years later. In that time it was never less than fifth
on the monthly National Best Seller List of Publishers Weekly,
and it passed the 1,000,000 mark on its second birthday. The
rookie of World War 11, Private Hargrove, was the star of the
hit book of 1942 non-fiction ; sales in all editions went over 2,000,-
000, far outdistancing the comparable Dere Mable of World War
I. Seven war books dominated the non-fiction hist. Besides Private
Hargrove there were Ambassador Davies’ report on Russia (later
a controversial mowvie) ; The Last Time I Saw Paris, nostalgic
portrait of the Paris that had been, by Elliot Paul, whose Life
and Death of a Spanish Town had previously portrayed the com-
ing of Fascism to Spain; Victory Through Air Power, a noted
flyer, plane designer, and manufacturer’s forecast of strategy;
They Were Expendable, first American record of personal exploit
in World War II to become a national best seller, by correspond-
ent W. L. White, the first book to be named an “Imperative” by
the newly formed Council on Books in Wartime; Flight to Arras,
war experiences of the French aviator who had written ind,
Sand and Stars; and Inside Latin America in its second year.
Marjorie Rawlings, of The Yearling fame in fiction, contributed
charming sketches of her Florida countryside. A highly enter-
taining autobiography by a star of stage, movie, and radio, and
a picture of Washington life comprised the unwarlike part of
the list.
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1945

FICTION

THE Rosg, by Lloyd C. Douglas. Houghton Mifflin

TuE VALLEY OF DEcCISION, by Marcia Davenport. Scribner

So LittLE TIME, by John P. Marquand. Little, Brown

A Tree Grows IN BROOKLYN, by Betty Smith. Harper *

Tue HumaN CoMEDY, by William Saroyan. Harcourt,
Brace

Mrs PARKINGTON, by Louis Bromfield. Harper

TrE APosTLE, by Sholem Asch Putnam

Hungry HiLr, by Daphne du Maurner. Doubleday, Doran

Tue ForesT AND THE Fort, by Hervey Allen. Farrar &
Rinehart

THE SOoNG OF BERNADETTE, by Franz Werfel. Viking Press

NON-FICTION

Unper Cover, by John Roy Carlson. Dutton

ONE WorLD, by Wendell L."Willkie,. Simon & Schuster

JournEYy AMONG WaRRIORS, by Eve Curie. Doubleday,
Doran

ON BEeING A ReAL PErsoN, by Harry Emerson Fosdick.
Harper

GuaparcaNaL Diary, by Richard Tregaskis.
Random House

Burma SurceoN, by Lt. Col. Gordon Seagrave. Norton

Our HEearTs WERE YOUNG AND Gay, by Cornelia Otis
Skinner and Emily Kimbrough. Dodd, Mead

U. S. ForeiGN Poricy, by Walter Lippmann  Little, Brown

Hegre Is Your WaR, by Ernie Pyle. Holt

See HERE, PRIVATE HARGROVE, by Marion Hargrove. Holt

WirH the landing of a great Allied armada in North Africa came
the turning point of the war. Our troops moved on into Sicily
and Italy, and, from Britain, Germany and the occupied coun-
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tries of Europe were blasted from the air. In the Pacific our
Navy began moving in on Jap-held islands. Again a religious
novel topped fiction—The Robe, which had been published late
the previous year. With paper supply cut to 90 per cent of the
1942 level, Houghton Miffiin was hard put to it to meet the
demand. As new printings of The Robe appeared, the book
shrank in height and thickness, though the text was not cut.
Marcia Davenport was a new best-selling author whose Valley
of Decision, story of a Pennsylvania mine-owning family, met
with great success. The daughter of Alma Gluck, she had already
written two well-liked books with a musical background, a biog-
raphy of Mozart and a novel, Of Lena Geyer. By the end of
1943, Valley of Decision had been on 14 consecutive monthly
lists and Bernadette on 13. Novels reflected the war only slightly;
it was the background for only two best sellers of the year,
So Little Time, in which John Marquand deserted his customary
Boston scene, and William Saroyan’s tender and moving story
of a California family which became a memorable movie as well.
This was Saroyan’s first appearance on an annual best-seller list.
A new author with a first novel whose title was to become as fa-
miliar as Gone unth the Wind was Betty Smuth, who put neglected
Brooklyn on the fiction map. The four other authors were all
familiar names among best sellers—Sholem Asch with his second
religious novel, Daphne du Maurier with the successor to Rebecca,
Hervey Allen with the first book of his projected series of
American historical novels, and Franz Werfel with The Song
of Bernadette 1n its second year. Three novels on the 1943 hst
were religious in theme. Only two titles on the non-fiction list
were not “war books ” These were Dr. Fosdick’s On Being a Real
Person, which today is approaching a 200,000 sale, and the gay
reminiscences of a trip to pre-World War I Europe by Cornelia
Otis Skinner and Emily Kimbrough Under Cover, an opinion-
making reporting of subversive activities in this country, sold
600,000 copies in its original edition. Wendell Willkie’s wartime
trip around the world created an eager market for his report,
which reached over 1,500,000 copies. Since it was published
simultaneously in a cloth and a paper-bound edition, the latter
greatly outselling the former and having a wide newsstand and
drugstore sale, Willkie’s book might well have stood at the head
of this list. But these lists are based upon bookstore sales only,

89



and therefore the reports on Under Cover outdistanced those on
One World One World was also an “Imperative” of the Council
on Books in Wartime, has been translated into sixteen languages,
and has sold 3,000,000 copies throughout the world. Eve Curie
was again a best seller, this time with an account of her trip
to the war fronts of the globe. Guadalcanal Diery was a cor-
respondent’s report of our hard-fought campaign. Burma Sur-
geon related the experiences of a doctor who became an Army
medical officer when the Japanese took over the country in which
he had labored long as a medical missionary. Walter Lippmann,
influential newspaper columnist who had been a best seller in
1929 with A Preface to Morals, gave his views on what our for-
eign policy had been and should be, another Council “Imperative.”
In Here Is Your War newspaperman Ernie Pyle revealed the
human qualities of the infantryman as he saw them in North
Africa—a book that found country-wide response as had the
newspaper articles upon which 1t was based. See Here, Private
Hargrove was still going strong m its second year



1944

FICTION

STRANGE Fruir, by Lillian Smith. Reynal & Hitchcock

TrE Roeg, by Lloyd C Douglas Houghton Miffiin

A Tree Grows 1IN BrookLyN, by Betty Smith. Harper

Forever AMBER, by Kathleen Winsor. Macmillan

THE Razor’s Epgg, by W Somerset Maugham  Doubleday,
Doran

THE GREEN YEaRrs, by A J. Cromin Little, Brown

Leave Her To HEAVEN, by Ben Ames Williams Houghton
Miffhin

8. GreeN DorpuIN STrREET, by Elizabeth Goudge Coward-

McCann
9. A BEeLL For ApanNo, by John Hersey. Knopf
10. THE APosTLE, by Sholem Asch Putnam

NP N

N o

NON-FICTION
1. I Never Lerr HoMmeg, by Bob Hope. Simon & Schuster;
Home Guide
2. Brave MEeN, by Ernie Pyle Holt
3. Goop NiGHT, SWEET PRINCE, by Gene Fowler. Viking Press
4, Unper Cover, by John Roy Carlson Dutton
5. YANKEE FRoM OrLyMPus, by Catherine Drinker Bowen.

Little, Brown

6. THE TiME For DEcIsioN, by Sumner Welles. Harper

7. Here Is Your War, by Ernie Pyle. Holt

8. ANNA anD THE KING OF SiaM, by Margaret Landon.
John Day

9. THEe CurtaIN RisEs, by Quentin Reynolds. Random House

10. TeEN YEars IN JapaN, by Joseph C. Grew. Simon &.

Schuster

THE news of the invasion of northern Europe that the world
had been waiting and hoping for so long was broadcast early on
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the morning of June 6. With the Allies closing in on Germany
from all sides, confidence rose that the end of the war was in
sight. In the fall, as Dewey and Roosevelt campaigned for the
Presidency, two influential and greatly admired men on the na-
tional political scene died within a few days of each other, Al
Smith and Wendell Willkie, the latter the author of one of the
great best sellers, One World Strange Fruit, poignant first novel
of white man and black in the South was first on the fiction list
of the year. It was banned in Boston as was another first novel,
fourth among best sellers, Forever Amber. Kathleen Winsor was
the much publicized and photogenic author of Forever Amber,
a novel of Restoration England which emphasized the bawdiness
of the period There were two religious novels on the list—
The Robe in its third year of best sellerdom and The Apostle in
its second. Another first novel, 4 Tree Grows in Brooklyn,
was in third place. It had been fourth the year before The
war was the background in only two novels, in The Razor's
Edge and in A Bell for Adano, which was John Hersey's first
novel but third book about the war. It was the story of an Amer-
ican AMG officer in Italy and of the problems he faced in ad-
ministering the affairs of a region recently swept of the Nazis.
Ben Ames Williams, long a favorite fiction and magazine writer,
appeared on a yearly list for the first time. Green Dolphin Street
was a historical novel which won for its author, Elizabeth Goudge,
the $125,000 prize offered by the film producers Metro-Goldwyn-
Mayer War books of 1944, seven out of the ten in non-fiction,
will remain of special interest because of their timeliness, their
coverage of the diverse phases of the war, and their excellence
of presentation. One was written by a comedian who journeyed
to the war fronts to entertain the troops, three by war correspond-
ents, one by an investigator of subversive activities, and two by
statesmen. Bob Hope’s book, published in a paper as well as
a cloth editton, far outstripped the rest in sales, going well over
the million mark. Ernie Pyle was the newspaperman responsible
for two books on the list. He was awarded a Pulitzer Prize for
his reporting from the war fronts. Quentin Reynolds had writ-
ten many excellent books, from the war correspondent’s vantage
point, since thd start of the war, but not until The Curtain Rises
was published did he make the annual list. The books by former
Under Secretary of State Sumner Welles and former Ambassador
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Grew are outstanding examples of those which, like Berlin Diary
and One World, have influenced American thinking. First of
the three non-war books of the year was Good Night, Sweet
Prince, a biography of one of the most famous stars of stage
and screen, John Barrymore of the glamorous theatrical family.
The other two non-war books were also biographies. YVankee
from Olympus, ;n fifth place, was primarily the story of Justice
Holmes but included as well other members of a famuly that
held a prominent place in American life and letters over many
years., Anna and the King of Swiam was the interesting story of
an American woman who went to Siam in the 19th century as
governess to the King’s daughters.

93






BEST-SELLER SUBJECTS

BiBLE

Undoubtedly the best seller of all time. Here are some figures
which give an 1dea of its sales The American Bible Society has
issued 33,259,919 Bibles in the past sixty-five years, and 331,
704917 including Testaments and other portions of the Bible.
Average annual Bible distribution by the Society is around 300,-
000. Before the war the normal annual sale for the World
Publishing Co. was approximately 2,500,000. In 1943 and 1944
it was about 3,500,000 The increase in the sale of Testaments
by World during the war years was even more marked. Sales
in 1944 were approximately 2,000,000, as against 1,400,000 in
1943, and between 600,000 and 700,000 for preceding years. A.J.
Holman Co, Bible publishers, estimates that for every Bible
published in normal years, at least two and one-half to three
or four are distributed in war years The Simon & Schuster
Bible To Be Read as Living Literature sells between 7,000 and
15,000 copies 1n normal years. One of the best-known modern
translations of the Bible is that by Edgar J. Goodspeed and J.
M. P. Smith, published by the University of Chicago Press. In
its various editions, with Testaments, approximately 20,000 were
sold in the prewar year of 1939-1940. In 1943-1944, approxi-
mately 70,000 were sold, including a new edition which accounted
for 16,000 copies of the total. Total sales since the first publica-
tion of The New Testament: An American Translation, by Edgar
J. Goodspeed, amount to about 600,000 These figures, given by
a non-profit-making Bible society, a publisher who reaches the
popular-price market, an old established Bible publisher, a gen-
eral trade publisher who issues an unusual type of Bible, and a
university press, give some idea of the extent of yearly Bible
sales, especially when it is taken into consideration that there
are a dozen or more other publishers of Bibles.

Comic Books

In the 1920’s comics were issued as separate books, usually
paper bound, instead of in the magazine form of today, of which
18,000,000 are sold monthly. Cupples & Leon sold nearly 6,000,-

95



FIFTY YEARS OF BEST SELLERS

000 copies of the Percy and Ferdie series by H. A. MacGill and
issued Bud Fisher’s Mutt and Jeff in a first printing of 1,000,000.
Bringing Up Father, by George MacManus, also sold in the
millions.

Cook Books

The Boston Cooking School Cook Book, by Fannie Farmer, 1s
the best-selling cook book, with sales of 2,157,575 copies through
1944. Approaching the 2,000,000 mark is the Beiter Homes &
Gardens Cook Book, the sales of which averaged 125,000 per
year from 1940 through 1943. Even in the paper-shortage year
of 1943-1944, 140,000 copies were sold. There are a number of
other consistently selling cook books such as America’'s Cook
Book (200,000 sold), The Joy of Cooking, The American Wom-
an’s Cook Book (which sells about 100,000 each year), and Good
Housekeeping Cook Book (260,300 sold). Ida Bailey Allen is
one of the best-selling authors in the field of domestic economy.
Over 12,000,000 copies of her boocks and pamphlets on cookery
and related subjects have been sold.

Cross Worp PuzzLE Books

Stmon & Schuster published book after book when the great fad
of the 1920’s was on, selling from 60,000 to several hundred
thousand a year. They continue to publish several puzzle books
yearly and sales of 56 of these books amount to 1,822,000 copies
to date.

DetreCcTIVE STORIES

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s Hound of the Baskervilles was the
first detective story to reach the yearly best seller lists. In 1909,
seven years later, came the first best-selling American story of
detection, The Man in Lower Ten, by Mary Roberts Rinehart,
though its sales were eventually exceeded by her more famous
book, The Circular Staircase, a 1908 publication. The nearest
contender as first American detective best seller was Meredith
Nicholson’s House of a Thousand Candles in 1906. It was a
mystery-adventure, however, rather than a story of crime de-
tection. Mrs. Rinehart’s name appears more often on the yearly
lists than does that of any other author of detective stories.
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BEST SELLER SUBJECTS

S. S. Van Dine was the most popular wrniter of detective fiction
in the 1920’s. Recent popular mystery writers have probably
achieved greater total sales because they turn out three or four
books a year and their reprint editions are very large. The two
top-ranking detective story writers of today are undoubtedly
Ellery Queen and Erle Stanley Gardner Gardner has published
thirty-six books In one year, 1943, 4,567,922 copies of all his
titles were sold. He is the only author, it has been said, whose
hfe is msured by his publisher Total sales of Ellery Queen, whose
pseudonym really conceals two writers, Frederick Dannay and
Manfred lee, are well over 10,000,000 The two top-selling
American mystery stortes are Gardner’s Case of the Curious Bride
(1,195,000) and Queen’s Chinese Orange Mystery (1,015,000).
Both Gardner and Queen have each produced eleven books that
have sold over half a milhon copies E Phillips Oppenheim, more
prolific as a writer before World War II, has sold well over
2,000,000 copies in America. The late Edgar Wallace’s record
year was 1928, when 5,000,000 copies of his novels were sold
throughout the world Just about 25 per cent of all the new fiction
published in the United States each year 1s made up of detective
and mystery stories

DicTIONARIES

The World Publishing Co. sold approximately 1,500,000 dic-
tionaries a year i the years immediately before the war. In
1943, 2,250,000 were sold and the figure was about the same in
1944, Total sales of Funk & Wagnalls dictionaries are 4,371,000,
Sales in normal prewar years were about 155,700 per year; dur-
ing the war years, 219,000. The Pocket Dictionary has sold over
1,125,000 and the Winston Swmplified Dictionary is well over
12,000,000. G. & C. Merriam Co, publishers of a long series of
revisions of [¥ebster's Dictionary, oldest dictionary in the United
States, does not have sales records available for publication.

’ DiMe NoveLs
The paper-backed novels which dated from the 19th century have
their counterparts in the paper-bound reprints of today, which
often surpass them in sales. By 1900, the dime novels declined in
‘popularity. Writing in The Bookman in that year, Firmin Dredd
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FIFTY YEARS OF BEST SELLERS

said, “The fourth of the stories by Mrs. M. V. Victor which
she contributed to the Beadle Series attained a sale which makes
most of the records of book sales of the present day appear
insignificant in comparison. . . .This was Uncle Ezekiel, which
sold 270,000 in the United States and in England, 211,000. It was
surpassed by The Backwoods Bride, of which 550,000 were sold,
and Maum Gunea, which, appearing at the time of war, ac-
tually rivalled Uncle Tom’s Cabin 1n popularity.”

ETigueTrTE

World famous 1s Etiquette, by Emily Post, of which 666,675
copies have been sold since 1922 Its average yearly sale 1s
30,000, but in 1943-1944 it sold 80,000 copies.

GOvERNMENT PUBLICATIONS

The Government Printing Office 1s, without doubt, the biggest
publisher in the United States, 1ts only fairly close rival being
the American Bible Soctety In a record year, 1938, it issued
221,000,000 copies of pamphlets and books, exclusive of the
Congressional Record, of which more than 4,000,000 copies were
printed. In the fiscal year 1932-1933, 8,255,000 government pub-
lications were issued, of which the average price was 6 cents.
Among its most popular pamphlets are “Infant Care,”” published
by the Children’s Bureau of the Department of Labor in 1914,
of which over 10,000,000 copies have been given away, or sold
at 10 cents each, “Prenatal Care”; “The Child ifrom 1 to 6, His
Care and Traming”; “Keeping Fit”, “Healthy, Happy Woman-
hood ” These last-named have all sold well over 500,000 each.

IncoMeE Tax Books

A new development among best sellers in recent years has been
the income tax guides Most of them have been put out in paper-
bound form at prices ranging from 25 cents to $1.00. Simon &
Schuster first issued Your Income Tax by J. K. Lasser in 1936
and has published an up-to-date edition each year since then.
One million copies were sold in 1942 and 1,500,000 in 1943 at
$1.00. Your Personal Income Taxr Guide, by David B, Chase,
published by the same firm at 25 cents, sold over 600,000 in 1942-
1943. How to Prepare Your Income Tax, by David Joseph, Gar-
den City Publishing Co., sold about 2,000,000 in 1943. The Sim-
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plified Guide to Your Income Tax, by Louis Wagner, World
Publishing Co., sold over 1,000,000 copies in 1942-1943.

JUVENILES

Sales of juvenile books throughout American bookselling his-
tory equal 1f not surpass sales of adult books as far as compar-
able outstanding titles and popular authors are concerned. Many
more adult titles are published, so that their volume probably
exceeds the total volume of children’s books. But a glance at
the all-time American best-seller list (page 104) shows the great
number of juvemile or semi-juvenie books like Little Women,
Pollyanna, Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm, Little Lord Fauntleroy,
and When We Were Very Young In ther heyday, many of
these were probably sold for adult reading. More recently,
the famous Ferdinand, hero of screen, song, and illustrated book
by Munro Leaf and Robert Lawson, has sold over 300,000
copies, and Helen Bannerman’s Little Black Sambo, 175,000.
A popular children’s favorite of today, Lassie Come-Home, by
Eric Knight, has sold 450,000 copies Here are some esti-
mates of the sales of outstanding series of children’s titles: Five
Little Pepper Books, over 2,000,000; Little Colonel Series (13
volumes, 1897-1912), 1,196,000; Pollyanna Books, well over
1,000,000; Oz Books, over 5,000,000; Burgess Animal Books, well
over 4,000,000; Elsie Dinsmore Books, over 2,000,000; the four
Christopher Robin books by A. A. Milne, about 2,000,000, of
which When We Were Very Young accounted for 500,000. In
the past, the sales of the Horatio Alger books were estimated at
between 120,000,000 and 250,000,000. More recent best sellers
for children have been the Mickey Mouse Books published by
McKay, the Pop-up Books issued by Blue Ribbon Books, and
the animated books, the toy and gadget books, which are the
rage today. The Animated Little Black Sambo has sold 405,000
copies and the Amnimated Gingerbread Boy, 375,000. Simon &
Schuster’s new venture in the field of juveniles, the Little Golden
Books, was started in 1942. Twelve titles were issued in first
printings of 50,000 each, to be sold at 25 cents apiece; 125,000
of each, or a total of 1,500,000 books, were sold during the first
five months and nearly 5,000,000 were ordered in six months.
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Only the wartime paper shortage has prevented twice as many
being manufactured and sold.

PoeTrY

Poets are rare among best-selling authors, though there have
been some outstanding exceptions—Alan Seeger in World War
I days, Robert W. Service, Edgar Guest, and, more recently,
Stephen Vincent Benét and Edna St. Vincent Millay. Scarcely
a best-seller list was complete 1n the 1920’s without a volume of
Edgar Guest and his books sold about 300,000 copies every year.
Over 1,000,000 titles by Robert W Service have been sold. In
the 19th century Longfellow was the best-selling poet in both
England and America.

Rericious Books

Many religious books on publishers’ lists sell quietly but con-
sistently over many years. The Christian’s Secret of a Happy
Life, by Hannah Whitall Smith, which was first published fifty
years ago, still sells 5,000 copies a year and has piled up a sale
of half a million copies, as has Quiet Talks on Power by S. D.
Gordon and In Tune with the Infimte by Ralph Waldo Trine.
Trine's book has had almost as great sales in foreign countries.
William Allen Knight's Song of Our Syrian Guest, published in
1903, has sold nearly 2,000,000 copies. Moré recent religious
books with quantity sales, though they have not yet reached the
old-timers’ peak, are The Return to Religion by Henry Link and
the books of Harry Emerson Fosdick and E. Stanley Jones.
Prayer books and hymnals, of course, have large sales. The
hymnal published by the Cokesbury Press sold 1,250,000 copies
in less than five years, and when Oxford University Press issued
the New Book of Common Prayer, 1,000,000 copies were quickly
sold.

SHAKESPEARE'S WORKS

No estimate can be made, though it is probable that all the many
editions of his works have sold more than any other book except
the Bible. The only recent figures available are those for the
one-volume edition published in 1928 by the World Publishing
Co.. which has sold between 800,000 and 1,000,000 copies.
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TEXTBOOKS

With sales second only to the Bible is the first textbook published
in America, the Blue-Back Speller, published by Noah Webster
about 1790. Its sales have been estimated at more than 100,000,000
copies. In the year 1866, at the close of the Civil War, 1,596,000
copies were 'sold, so eager were people, especially the newly en-
franchised Negroes, for elementary education. The New England
Primer and the McGuffey and Franklin Readers went into the
millions too. While not strictly a textbook, the Boy Scouts’
Handbook has set something of a record for educational books.
Published in 1919, 1t has sold 5,000,000 copies in the twenty-five
years of its existence. Most recent phenomenon of handbooks is
the American Red Cross First Aid Text Book, which in the first
three months of World War II sold over 3,000,000 copies. In
the next two months 10,000,000 more were printed. In the ten
years preceding the war, 3,385,000 were sold.

War Books

There was little reflection of the Spanish-American War in the
best-seller lists of that period. War correspondents turned out
books much more quickly during the First and Second World
Wars. That war books became a separate non-fiction classifica-
tion during 1917-1918 illustrates their importance in World War
I, though their sale was not as large as that of World War II
books. In November, 1918, The Publishers’ Weekly said, ‘‘Beyond
a very limited number of war books of phenomenal sale, the
average number of copies printed of each title has not been large.
Probably ninety per cent of all the war books issued have not
seen a second edition, and of these, many have not reached a
sale of two thousand copies.” Most popular books of World
War I were Dere Mable, by Edward Streeter, and Over the Top,
by Arthur Guy Empey. The first, a humorous book, sold 615,000
copies, and the second, a serious treatment of war events, 505,000.
Between the two world wars appeared the greatest war novel,
as far as sales go, of either war. Erich Maria Remarque's 4ll
Quiet on the Western Front has sold 581,000 copies in America
and more than 3,000,000 in twenty-seven different languages. The
Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse, published in 1918, sold around
half a million. In World War II the humorous book again tops
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sales; its total to date of 2,500,000 copies puts See Here, Private
Hargrove near the head of the all-time best-seller list. News-
paper correspondent William L. Shirer's Berlin Diary has sold
584,000 copies. Harry Lauder’s 4 Minstrel in France was the
outstanding seller by a professional actor who entertained over-
seas troops in 1918, but it never reached sales comparable to the
books of World War II Bob Hope’s I/ Never Left Home, its
counterpart in World War II, 1ssued in both cloth and paper-
bound editions, is well over the million mark.

WESTERNS

Since the height of Zane Grey’s popularity few western stories
have appeared on best-seller lists. The only available record for
big sales of individual titles other than the Zane Grey books is that
of over half a million copies of Max Brand’s Singing Guns Esti-
mates place the sale of Zane Grey at approximately 16,000,000
copies and the books of Clarence E. Mulford, author of the
Hopalong Cassidy stories, at over 1,000,000, Western stories have
proved one of the most popular types of fiction supplied during
World War II in the Armed Services Editions sent to men fight-
ing overseas.
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Alphabetical List of

American Best Sellers

to 1945

(Includes estimated sales of repre-
sentative American classics now 1n
the public domain.)
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BEST SELLERS BEFORE 1880

Samuel Richardson’s Pamela, first novel to be printed in
America, published by Benjamin Franklin in 1744, introduced
the writer whose novels were probably the most popular of any
in the late 18th century.

What readers 1n the early years of the 19th century were
buying is pointed out by Van Wyck Brooks mn his World of
Washington Irving Describing the selling trips of Parson Weems,
traveler for the Philadelphia publisher, Matthew Carey, he says
that he “extolled the virtues of Paradise Lost, Young's Night
Thoughts and Thomson’s Seasons, together with The Vicar of
Wakefield, and Robinson Crusoe He sold Johnson's Rambler
and novels by the cartload,—including Charlotte Temple, [by
Susanna Rowson], the rage of the moment, and Charles Brockden
Brown’s Wieland and Ormond,—Cook’s Foyages, Voltaire's
Charles XII, Baxter, Watts and Bunyan, and Female Policy
Detected; or The Arts of a Designing Woman Laid Open Bard’s
Compendium of Midwifery sold like green peas in the spring
when he hit on the notion of calling it the ‘grand American Aris-
totle’; and he sold Thomas Paine’s political works, and he also
sold The Age of Reason, for his own views were liberal, to say
the least ”’

The American Publishers’ Circular and Literary Gazette of
June 15, 1863, gives some sales figures for the pre-Civil War
period: “Who reads an American book? Under this title the
Boston Post published about three years ago [1860], a series of
articles designed to answer, 1n the most practical manner, Sydney
Smith’s taunt, ‘In the four quarters of the globe, who reads an
American book? It was understood at the time that the writer
had access to the most reliable sources for the figures and facts
he presented, and we believe no fuller compilation of this branch
of literary statistics has been given to the public. Among the
most popular and widely-circulated books, written by Americans
and referred to by this writer, were the following, the sales of
many of which during the past three years would, of course,
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FIFTY YEARS OF BEST SELLERS

largely swell the figures then given.” This is the sales list, in
part, as given by the Publishers’ Circular:

Washington Irving’s Works 800,000
Kane’s Arctic Explorations 145,000
Stowe's Uncle Tom’s Cabin 310,000
Cummins’ The Lamphighter 93,000
Fanny Fern’s Fern Leaves 96,000
Abbott’s Mother and Child at Home 197,000
Abbott’s Young Christian 200,000
Abbott’s Juveniles, Harper's editions 750,000

Abbott’s Rollo, Lucy, and Jonas books (in all) 1,250,000
Sears’s Wonders of the World (both series) 190,000

Ingraham’s Pillar of Fire 90,000
Mrs. Willard’s Histories 400,000
Marion Harland’'s Works 125,000
Appleton’s New American Cyclopaedia 195,000
Malcolm’s Bible Dictionary 140,000
Cooper’s Novels (present annual sales) 50,000
Bayard Taylor’s Works 150,000
J. T. Headley’s Works 186,000
Ik Marvel’s Works 70,000
Webster’s Spelling-Book (the Blue-Back

Speller) (Total to 1859) 30,000,000

The article continues. “It will be noticed that most of the works
named are comparatively of modern publication, leaving the in-
ference directly deducible that among the issues of the previous
half-century there were hundreds of books which, having ‘served
their day and generation,” had, in a business point of view,
‘fallen asleep.” Of such books as Peter Parley’s Series, Goold
Brown’s English Grammar, Smith’s Arithmetics, Olney's Geog-
raphies, and vast numbers of literary productions, unquestionably
an immense aggregate of volumes must have been circulated.
Although perhaps past the reach of a wish, it certainly would
be a great favor to American literature if the currency attained
by the issues of our old-style publishers of twenty, thirty, or
forty years ago could be furnished in some such form as that
we have given above.”

Uncle Tom’s Cobin was of course the big Dest seller of the
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BEST SELLERS BEFORE 1880

mid-19th century and Susan B. Warner’s The Wide Wide World,

considered the epitome of the Victorian era, sold perhaps almost

as well. They both had enormous sales in England too.

One of the popular books of the mid-1800's was St Elmo,
by Augusta Evans Wilson, published by the G. W. Carleton Co.
in 1866. According to reports of the time, 1t was the literary
sensation of the country “Towns, steamboats and hotels were
named after 1t and even ‘St. Elmo Punch’ became a popular
beverage throughout the South.” It has been estimated that it
sold 100,000 copies in three years.

In 1872 the Boston Public Library reported the authors most
in demand as Mrs E.D EN. Southworth, Mrs. Caroline Lee
Hentz, and Mary J. Holmes. A survey of the popularity of
authors made by The Critic in 1887 from the sales of a mid-
western wholesaler gives this list of writers (in order of demand)
whose works were the best sellers of their day:

Fiction. E P. Roe, Mary J. Holmes, Louisa May Alcott, Har-
riet Beecher Stowe, May Agnes Fleming, I.ew Wallace, Marion
Harland, Mrs. ED.E N. Southworth, Albion W. Tourgee,
James Fenimore Cooper, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Edward Eg-
gleston, F. Marion Crawford, Helen Hunt Jackson, Frances
Hodgson Burnett, George W. Cable, Frank R. Stockton, Wil-
liam Dean Howells, Thomas Bailey Aldrich, Henry James.

Poetrry. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Will Carleton, James
Greenleaf Whittier, William Cullen Bryant, Alice and Phoebe
Cary, Bret Harte, Ralph Waldo Emerson, John G. Saxe, James
Russell Lowell, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Thomas Bailey Al-
drich, Bayard Taylor, Edgar Allan Poe, Edmund Clarence Sted-
man, Walt Whitman

History William Hickling Prescott, George Bancroft, John
Lothrop Motley, Francis Parkman, John B. McMaster.

MisceLLANEous. J. G. Holland (complete works), Washington
Irving, Oliver Wendell Holmes (prose), Herbert Spencer,
Charles Darwin.

The Critic adds: “The most popular book is Ben Hur, whose

author would stand far higher on the list if, instead of two

novels, he had written as many as E. P. Roe or Mrs. Holmes.”

Ben Hur, by Lew Wallace, published by Harper in 1880,
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sold 600,000 copies in thirteen years, reached 1,000,000 about
1911. Its total to date is estimated at 2,500,000,

Ramona, published in 1884, sold over 400,000 in its original
edition. There have been many editions since the expiration of
copyright.

The Critic, in 1884, said, “The late Albert D. Richardson,
for instance, was one of the most popular of American authors,
if the sale of books is the criterion of popularity, for two of his
works, Field, Dungeon and Escape and Beyond the Mississippi,
had a crculation of 225,000 copies. Matthew Hale Smith’s Sun-
shine and Shadow sold to the extent of 100,000 copies. J. T.
Headley’s History of the Civil War found 150,000 purchasers.
Fifty-five thousand copies were sold of Knots Untied, a detective
book ; and like figures might be given by the column. . . . The
most popular American novelist in the commercial sense is, per-
haps, the Rev. E. P. Roe, and the first editions of his later
novels have consisted of 25,000 copies—a most respectable num-
ber, but almost insignificant when compared with the figures of
the subscription books. And with what contempt would a pub-
lisher in that department look upon the 12,500 copies which con-
stituted the first edition of Mr. Crawford’s latest novel! ... One
of the most popular writers of our green salad days was Mis-
tress Fanny Fern. Her Fern Leaves had a sale of nearly 100,000
copies, her Ruth Hall of 55,000, and her Shady Side of 46,000.
Few books of their day equalled them in popularity. . . . To
come down to later times, American readers have recovered from
the Louisa Muhlbach craze, just as people recover from the
measles; but while the attack was at the height of its virulence,
it was very acute indeed. The writer lost track of the Muhlbach
series at the sixteenth volume, but up to that point it had en-
joyed a sale of 240,000 volumes, and the aggregate circulation
must have been something astounding.”

Mr. Barnes of New York, published by its author, Archibald
Clavermg Gunter, in 1886, was a sensation in its day. Within
several months its sales were running at 100,000 a month and
it has been estimated that several million copies were sold al-
together,
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