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PAGE LETTER 1821

589 264 Charles Lamb to Dorothy Word®worth Jan 8
From Mr Gordon Wordsworth's origmal,

s91 265 Charles L.amb to Thomas Alisop N4 date
From Harper's Magasme

592 266 Cbarles Lamb to Thomas Allsop No date
From Harper's Magazine ~

592 267 Charles Lamb to Mrs. Witham Ayrton Jan 23

% From the original

593 268 Charles Lamb to Miss Humphreys Jan 2"7
From the original at Lowfant 2

593 269' Charles Lamb to Mrs Wilhlam Ayrton March 15

v From the original 4

594 270 Charles L.amb to Thomas Allsop March 30
From Harper's Magazsne. o

594 271 Charles Lamb to Leigh Hunt Apnit 18
From Leigh Hunt's Correspomience

504 272 Charles lLambto § T Colendge May 1
From the Life of Charles Mathews

595 273 Charles Lamb to James Gillman May 2

From the Life of Charles Mathews

§96 274 Charles Lamb to John Payne Coller May 16
* Mr Hazhtt's tex{ (Bohn)

598 275 Charles Lambto B W Procter, .’0? Summer
From facsimile in Mrs Field's 4 Shelf of

Authors, .
599 276 Charles Lamb to John Taylor . Junes8
. Mr Hazlitt's text (Bohn) .
600 277 Cbarles Lamb to John Taylor July 2x
Mr. Hazlitt's text (The Labs)
6or 278 Charles Lambto C & Elton “Aug 17
From the 11in the p ot Sir -

Edmund Elton ¢ .

» .

60g 279 Charles Lamb to Charles Cowden
Clarke . . . . Sumther

From Recoliectsons of Wrsters

604 280 Mary Lamb to Mrs Willian» Ayrton N‘o date

From the original in $he possession of Mr
A M S Methuen

v
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605
6oy

606
603
611

612

613

S1g

615
617
618

621
622

624

625
626

626
627
627
629

[
631

281 Charles Lamb to Thomas Allsop
From the American owner

282 ¢ Charles Lamb to Willam Ayrton
From the original
<

L ]
28 (,ha.res L btoS T Coleridge
3 nzhtatv: text (Bohn) s)

284 (,harlcs Lamb to Willilam Wordsworth
From Mr Gordon Wordsworth's original

(285 Charles Lamb to W Harnson Ame,-

worth N
Mr Hazhtt's text (Tha Lambs)

286 Chirles Lamb to Will.um Godwin

Mr Kegan Paul's text (Wsllsam Godwsn

His I'raends, etc)

287 &harles £.amb to Mrs Jobn Lamb

From the onginal in the Bodleian

288 Charles Lamb to Mary Lamb (frag-

ment) .
F-om Crabb Robinson's Diny

¢289 Charles Lamb to John Claie
From the orginal (British Museum}

<290 Charles Lamb to Bernard Barton
Frem the oniginal (British Museum)

¢ 291 Charles I.amb to Barron Field .

From the original in the possession of Mr

Macgeorge

2g2 Charles Lamb to John Howard Payne

Ekrom the Century Magazine

293 Charles Lamb to Bernaid Barton
From the oniginal (British Museum)

294 Charles Lamb to B R Haylon

4
L hnn} Lhrydon's Cornspomlmu and lal¥e

29z ( Charles Lamb to John Howard Payne

krom the ( entury Magazine
2¢6 Charles Lamb to B, I’ Haydon

297 Charles L.amb to er‘Walter Scott
From Scott's I'amaliar Letters

268 Charles L.amb to Thomas Robinson

From I-ll’;zyaun's Correspondence and Table

From the original (Dr Williams' Labrary)
299 Charles Lamb to AJJOhn Howard Payne

b Srom the Contury Magazine

300 Mary Lamb to Mrs. James Kenney

Mr Hazlhitt's text ¢ he Lambs)

301 es Lamb to John Taylor
tom Elsa (Bell's edition)

1821
Oct 21
Oct 27

1822
March g

March 20

May 7

May 16
May 22

Aug
Aug 31
Sept 11

Sept 22

Autumn
Oct ¢

Oct o

Qct 22

Oct 20

Oct 29
Nov 11
Nov 13
? haarly Dec

Dec 7
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636
637
638
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640

643
644
646
648
650
653
654
656

657

658

660

662
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LETTER 1822,

302 *Charles Lamb to Walter Wilson Dec 16
From the ongpml (Bodleian) )

303 Charles Lamb to Bernard Bartom Dec 2%

From the original (British Museun®)

1823
304 Charles Lambgo ]Lohn Howard Pafyne Jan
From the Cantury agazine \

305 Charles Lamb to Willlam Wordsworth  Jan
From Mr Gordon Wordsworth's onginal

*306 Charles Lamb to Mr 'md Mrs,J] D

Colher” Jan 6
From the ongmal n the possession of \
Mr R B Adam

307 Charles [.amb to (,ha.rles Aders . . Jan 8
From the oniginal (Mr | Dunlop) \

308 Charles Lamb to Bernard Barton Jan ¢
From the original (British Mus€um)

309 Charles Lamb to John Howard Payne Jan 23
From the Ceniury Magazine

310 Charles Lamb 1o Join Howard Payne Feb g
From the Century Magazne

311 Charles Lamb to Eernard Barton
From the onigmal (British Museum)

3tz Charles Lamb to Walter Wilson Fed 24
From Mr Hazhtt's text

313 Charles T.amb to Bernard Barton . March 11
From the onginal (British Museum)

.

Feb 17

314 Charles Lamb to Bernard Barton April 5
From the onginal (British Museum)
315 Charles Lambto B W Procter Apnl 13

Mr Ha:zhtt's text (Pohn) with alterations
310 Charles Lumb to Sarah Hutchinson 5 4pril 25
. From Mr Gordon Waidsworth's original
317 Charles Lamb to Miss Hutchinson (?)
( fragment) . No date
From Notes and Querses
318 Charles Lamb to John Bates Dibdin No date
From the angmll 1z the posgession of Mr.
R W Dibd
319  Charles Lamb to Bernard Barton May 3
From the original (British Museum).
320 Charles Lamb to John Bates ledm May 6
From the ! in the
Mr R W Dibdin

@321 Mary Lamb to Mrs Randal Norns June 18
Mr Haitt's text (The Lambs) v

32z Charles Lamb to Bernard Barton July ga
From the onginal (British Museum)
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PAGE LEFTER
323 Charles Lamb to Thomas Allsop
From Harper's Maganne.
665 324 SCharles Lambgto Bernard Bartor’
From the origma) (British Museum).
2 harles Lamb to Thomas Allsop .
S7 s %rom Herper's Magamne. P
Charles ILamb to Thomas Allsqp
%7 b « From Harper's Yagazine =
668 327 Charles Lamb to Thomas Alisop
From Harper's Magazsne
668 @328 Charles Lamb to ThSmas Allsop
From Harper $Magazine
668 229 Chgrles Lamb to Bernard Barton
From the original (Briksh Museum)
670 330 Charles Lamb to Charles Lloyd (fra¢-
M menty . o e
€ From Letters and Poems of Beynavd Barton
671 331 Charles LambtdH F Cary
vie  From Memosr of H F Cary,
672 332 Charles Lambto Thomas Allsop
From Harper's Magarine €
672 €333 Charles Lamb to John Bates Dibdin .
From the ofiginal in the possemsion 6f Mr
< 1bdin
Chirles Lamb to Sarah Hazhtt
673 . 334 Mr Hazhtt's text (Bohn)
Charles Lamb to Robert Southe
675 335 Mr Hazlitt's text (Bohn) 4
677 336 Charles Lamb to Bernard Barton
From the onginal (British Museum)
678 337 Charles llamb to W Harnson Amns-
worth . .
< Fr t'he original R .
680 338 Charles Lamb to W. Ifarnson Ams-
worth . . .
From the ongmnal
! [
6% 339 Charles LAmb to Bernard Barton
< From the original (British Museum)
682 340 Charles Lamb to Bernard Barton
Frda the original (British Museum)
684 341 Charles Lamb to Bernard Barton
From the onginal (Brstish Museum)
686, 342 , Charles Lamb to Bernard Barton
From the original (British Museum)
687 343 Charles Lamb to Bernard Barton.
. From the ongim (British Museum)
688 344 GQihrles Lamb to Mrs Thomas Allsop

tom Harper's Magazme

1823,
July

Sept. a
Sept. 6
Sept. g
Sept 10
Sept.

Sept 17

Auntumn
Oct 14 ¢
?Oct

Oct 28

Early Nov
Nov 21

Nov, 22
Dec 9

Dec 29

1824.
Jan §

Jan 23

Feb 25
March 24
Early Springs’
Aprl 13
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689 345
689 346
692 347
693 348
694 - 349
605 3s0
697 351
699 352

702 354
703 355
704 356
705 357
709 358

712 350
713 360
714 361

715¥ 362
716

Charles Lamb to Willlam Hone , .
From the original in the possession of Mr
R A Potts .
Charles Lamb to Bernard Barto: .
From the original 1n the possesaion of Mr.
Macgeorge ®
Charles Lamhto Bernard Barton >
Mr. Hazlitt's text (Bohn)
Charles Lamb to W Marter
, Mr Hazlitt's text (The La:nbs)
Charles Lamb to John Bates Dibdin
From theoriginal in the possessioff of Mr
R W Dibdin
Charles Lamb to Thomts Hood (? frag-
ment) .
Ekrom the original
Charles Lamb to Bernard Barton .
From the original (British MuJleum)
Charles Lamb to Bernard Barton .
From the original (British Museust)
Charles Lamb to "Mrs John Dyer
Collier .
From the cigingl (South Kensington
Museum)
Charles I.ambto B W Procter . .
From Barry Cornwall’'s Charles Lamb
with alterations
Charles Lamb to Crabb Robimnson
From the original (Dr Williams® Library)
Charles Lamb to Sarah Hutchinson
From Mr Gordon Wordsworth’s original

Charles L.amb to Leigh Hunt

From Leigh Hunt"s Correspondence with’ s

altelations .
Charles Lamb to Befnard Barton
Charles Lamb to Lucy Barton }

From the onginal (British Museum)

Charles Lamb to John Bages Dibdin .
Fronﬁ the cngg\dnl in the po¥session of Mr
1bdin

Charles Lamb to Thomas Allsop
From Harper's Magazine

Charles Lamb to Sarah Hutchimson .
From Mr Gordon Wordsworth's original

Charles Lamb to Vincent Novello .
From the original (British Myreum)

Charles 1.amb to Bernard Barton
From the original (British Muacum),

1824
April

May 15

July 7

J
July 19
July 28
Aug 10
Aug 17

Sept 30
Nov 2
Mov, 11

Nov 20
Nov 25
?Nov

Dec. 1

1825
Jan 11

Jan, 17
Jan. 20
Jan 23

Reb. 10
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Charles Lamb to Thomas Mantung
Mr Hazlitt's text (Bohn), .
% harles Lamb t0 Sarah Hutchmson .
From Mr Gorbon Wordsworth's oniginal
{.harles I.amb to Bernard Barion .
From tht original (British Museum).
Charles Lar,b to Crabb Robms%r .
« From the origmal (Dr Wilhams' Library)
Charles Lamb to Wilham Wordsworth
From Mr Gordon Wogdsworth's original,
Charles Lamb,to Bernard Barton .
From the original (Bratish Museum)

Charles Lamb to Sarah) Hutchinson .
From Mr Gordon Worllsworth's original
(Last paragraph from original scrap at
Welbeck Abbey )

C harles Lamb to Wilham Hone
Trom the onginalat Rowfant
harles 1.1mb to Wilham Wordsworth
t5om Mr (1ot ‘on Wordsworth's oniginal
Charles Lamb to Chatles Chambers
Mr Hazlitt's text ({ he Lambs)
Charles Latfibto S T Colerdge*
Mr Hazlhitt's text (Bohn)
Chaftles Lamb to Henry Colburn (?)
From the oniginal (South Kensington)
Charles Limbto 5, T Colendge
From the ongmal (Mornson Collection)
Charles Lamb to Bernard Barton
From the original (Britih Museum)
C harles L.amb to John Aithen .
Charles I.amb to Bernaid Burton
From e orignal (British Museum)
Charles Lamb to Robert bouthey
¢ Mr Hazhitt's text (Bohn)
Charles Lamb to Thomas Allsop
From Harper's Magazsme
Charles Lathb to Thomas Allsop
From Ha1per's Magasine
Charles Lamb to Wiham Hone .
Fromethe original at Rowfant
Charles Lamb to ‘Thomas Allsop
From Haipet s Maga e

Chales Lamb to ( harles Olher .
'rom the oniginal (South Kensington)

¢

les Lamb to  hatles QOlher

X
PAQB LETTER
718 364
719 365
719 366
720 367
721 368
723 ‘369
724 570
725 371
Y6t 372
727 373
[
730 374
[
731 375
732 376
735 377
736 378
737 379
L8
733 380
742 38t
745 382
L 4
743 383
744 384
744 385
745 386

r Hazlitt s text (Bobn)

18as.
?Feb

March 2
March 23
March 29
April 6
Apnl:s
Aprnil 18

May 2
May
?May

? June
June 14
July 2
July 2

July 5
Aug 10

Aug. 10
Sept 9
Sept 24
Oct 24
Dec. §
? Dec

1826
Early in year
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745

746

747

747
749
750
75t
75t
753
754

757
757

760
762

762

{Contents
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387
388

389

390
39«
392
393
394
395
396

397
398

405

& harles Lamb to Charles Ollier
Mr Hazlitt's text (Bohn).
Charles Lamtto Bernard Barton .
From the original (British Museunq
Charles Lamb to Charles Other
From the original in the posgession of Mr
Potts !
Charles Lamb +» Bernard Barton
From the original (Britssh Museum)
Charles Lambto S T Colenidge .
Mr Hazhtt's text (Bohn)
Charles Lambto H F Cary
Mr Hazlitt's text
Charles Lamb to Vincent, Novello .
From the onginal (British lMuseum)
Chatrles Lamb to Bernard Barton
From the onginal (British Museum) '
Chatles Lamb to 8 ‘T. Colenidge
Mr Hazlitt's text {Bohn)
Charles Lamb to Jokin Bates Dib4in
From the original in th# possession of Mr
1bdin
Charles Lamb to Thomas Hill
From the original (British Museum)
Charles Lamb to John Bates Dibdin .
From the original 1n the possession of Mr
R 1bdin
Charles Lambto Wilham Wordsworth
From Mr (sordon Wordsworth's onginal
Charles Lamb to Edward Moxon (/rug-
ment) B
Charles Lamb to John Bates Dibdin .
From the orsginal in .he possession of Mr
bdin
Charles Lamb to Bernard Barton .
From the original (British Museum)
Charles Lamb to Edward Moxon
From the original m the npssession of
* Mr Henry Poulton ’
Charles Lamb to Bernard Barton
From the orignal (British Miseum)

Charles Lamb to Crabb Robinson
Mr Hazlitt’s text (Bohn)

Charles Lamb to Crabb Robinson
From the origmal (Dr Williams Labrary)

Charles Lamb to Crabb Robuison
From the original (Drv Williams' Library)

1826,
Jan.

Feb, 7
March 16

March 20
March 22
April 3
May g
May 56
June tl

June 3
No year
July 14
Sept 6

No date
Sept g
r

Sept 26
? Sept

No date

1827
Jan. 20

Jan. 20

Jar, 29
»)
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772
778
773
774
774

778
781
(781
783
783

787"

790

792
793

799

Box®
80z
Boa ¢

bo3

408
409
410
411
412
413
Y14
415
416
417
418

419

420
421

422
423

424
425¢
426

427

429

430

Charles Lamb to Crabb Robmson

From the original (Dr. Williams’ Library)
¢ Charles Lamb to B R. Haydon .

From Taylor'sel.+fe of Haydon,
Charles Lamb to Wilham Hone.
“From the original at Rowfant
Charles Lathb to 1 homas Hood,
« Mr Haclitt’s tegt (The Lambs)
Charles Lamb to Bernard Barton

From the original (Britsish Museum)
Chatles Lamb to Wifiam Hone

From the origibal at Rowfant
Charles Lamb to Wilham Hone

From the origmal at R§wfant
Charles Lamb to Bernard Barton

From the original (British Museum)
Charles Lamb to Crabb Robinson

From the origina) (Bratish Museum)
{-barles I.amb to Wilham Hone

From the orig.nal at Rowfant
Charles Lamb to Edward Moxon

From the o'ngmal at Rowfant
Charles Lamb to P (G Patmore

From Patmore's My Frunds and Ac-

$ uaentances

Charles Lamb to Mrs Shelley
Mr Hazlitt's text (Bohn),

Charles Lamb to Mrs Basit Montagu

Mr Hazlitt's text (Hohn)
Mary Lamb to Lady Stoddart
Charles Lamb to Su John Stoddart
From the original (Messrs Maggs)
Charlfs,Lamb to Bernard Barton
From the original (Britishr Museum)
Charles Lamb to Bernard Barton
From the onginal (British Museum)

Charles Lambio PG Patmore,
From My Sriends and Acquamiances

Charles Lamb to H. n Bates Dibdin

e possession of Mr

From the original in
R W Dibdin

Charls Lamb to John Bates Dibdin
F ron;{ the onginal in the possession of Mr

1bdin,

Charles Lamb to John Bates Dibdin
F ron‘\{ the original 1n the possession of Mr

bdin
Clarles L.amb t§ Thomas Hood

« 7rom the facsimile 0 Mr. Balmanno’s

Pen and Pencyl,

1827
Jan

March
April
May
No date
May )
June
June 11
June 26
July
Tuly 27
July 19

July 26

Summer
Aug, 9

Aug 10
Auvg 28
Sept

Sept 3

Sept 13
Sept 18

Sept. 18



Contents xii

PAGE LETTER 1Bay
8os 431 &harles Lamb to Henry Colburn Sept 25
From the origipal (South Kensngton). o
806 433 Charies Lamb to Edward Moxom ., ?Sept. 26
From the original in the possession & Mr,
Henry Poulton.
806 433 Charles Lamb to Crabb R@hinson 0Oct t*
From the origina] (Dr Whlliams' Libr@ry),
807 434 Charles Lamb to John Bates Dibdm . Oct 2z ®
From the onimll 10 the possession of Mr
‘W Dibdia,
Bo7 435 Charles Lamb to Barron Feld . Oct 4
From the Memors of Charles MaiMws
810 436 Charles Lamb to Wilhlam Hone . ?0g
Mr Hazlitt's text (1he Lggnbs).
811 437 Charles Lamb to Thomas Hood . No date
From the Naftonal Review .
8ix 438 Charles Lamb to Bernard Barton . No dat
From the original (British Museam)
813 439' Charles Lamb to Berpard Barton Dec 4,
From the onginal (British Museum®@ .
813 440 Charles Lamb to Lelgh Hum Dec®
Mr Hazlitt's text (Bohn)
814 %41 Charles Lambpto Witham: Hone ©® . Dec. 15
81 2 Charles Lamb to Thomas Allso ?
5 4 From Harper's Magazine P Dic
815 443 Chatles Lamb to Thomas Allsop Dec. 20
From Harper's Magasine
816 444 Charles Lamb to Edward Moxon Dec, 22
From the original at Rowfant
816 448 Charles Lamb to Bernard Barton End of year
From the original (British Museam)
. 1828
817 446 Charles Lamb to IThomas Allsop Jan ¢
From Harper's Magazine with alterations
818 447 Charles Lambto Edwaid Moxon  ?Jan
s ®From the original at Rowfant
818 448 Charles Lamb to Edward Moxon Feb. 18
From the original at Rowfal
819 449 Charles Lamb to Charles Cowden °
Clarke . Feb 23
From Remsmscences of Wrsters
823 450 Charles Lambto Crabb Robmnson . Feb 26
From the originel (Dr Williams’ Library).
82z %451 Charles Lamb to Edward Moxon . March 19
Mr Haglitt's text (Boho) [ ] .
823 4§2 Charles Lamb to Begnard Barton . Apry gt

From the original (British Museum).
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Content$

PAGE LETTER

824 433
824 454

Charles Lamb to Thomas Allsop
From Harper's Magasnns

Charles Laml; to Edward Moxoh
From the orginal

824 455 ,Charles Lamb to Walter Wilson .

825 456 .
825 457
826 " 458
827 459
829 4bo

From tke origmal (B#itish Museum)
Charles Lafab to T N Talfoerd

From the ongigal (Dr Wiihiams' t.lbnry)
Charles Lamb to Wilham Wordsworth

From the original (Dr‘ Wilhams' Library)
Charles Laml to Mrs. Morgan
Mary Lamb to the Thomas Hoods

M- Hazlitt's text (7 he Lambs)

Charles lambto B K Haydon
From Taylor's [ sfe of Haydon

830 461 eLharles*Lamb to John Rickman (frans-

latior) B .
Charles J.amb to Bernard Barton

¢ From the oryggnal (British I fuseum)

831 462
835 463
.
836 , 464
838* 465
840 466
841 467
845 408

.

846 469
847 470
847 471
851‘ 472
853 473
°

853 474

Cnarles Lamb to Chades Cowden
Clarke .
From Recollections of Wriers,
Charles L.amb to Vincent Novello
From Recollections of Writers
Charles l.amb to I homas Hood
¥rom Iood's O un
Charles T.amb to xdward Moxon
Text from Mr Samucl Davey
C harles Lamb 10 Bernard Barton .
From the onginal (British Museum)
Charles lamb to Charlgs Cowden
(,l@rke
krom' Kecollections of W riers
Charles Tamb to 'I. N Talfomd
Mr Hazlitt's text (Bohn)

e

Charles Lamb to Ggorge Dyer
Froln the oniginal (B¥itish Museum)

Charles Lamb to B W, Procter
Mr Hazhitt's text (Bohn)
Charles Lamb to B, W Procter
Mr Hazlitt's text (Bohn) with alterations
Charles Lamb to Thomas Allsop
From Harper's Mpgazne

Charles Lamb to B, W _Procter .
Mr Hazlitt'’s text (Bohn) with nlterltlo‘m

1828
May

May 3
May 17
May 20
May

June 17
? Suromer

Aug

Oct 3

Qct 12

Oct

Nov 6
Late autumn
Dec

Dec 5

Dec

Fud of yéar

182¢
?Jan

Jan 19
Jan. 22
Jan, 28

Jan, 29



PAGE LETYE

855
Bs6
857

858
8s9

861
862
863
864
865
865

867
868
871
87x
872
873
873
876
876
879

478
476
o7

478
9
480
481
482
483°
484
485
486
487
488
489
490"
]
491
492
493
494
495
4%

-

Contents

élnrles Lambto B W, Procter

Charles Lamb to B. W. Procter &
Mr Hazhitt's text (Bohn).

Mr, Hazlitt’s text {Bohn) with alterations

Charles Lamb to Charlgs Cowden

Clarke . .
From Recolicctsos of Wrsters

Charles Lamb to Crabb Robinsch

From the ongnal (Dr Willams’ Library)

Charles Lamb to Samuel Rogers
From Rogeys and His Contemporarss
Charles Lamb to Bernard Barton
From the original (British Museum)
Charles Lamb to Miss Sarah James
Text from Mr, Samuel Davey

Charles Lamb to Crabb Rolninson

From the oniginal (Dr Williams' Library)

Charles Lamb to Crabb Robinson

Frem the onginal (Dr Willhlams' Likgary)

Charles Lamb to George Dyer
From The Msrror, 1841,

Charles L.amh to Thomas Hood
Mr Hazlitt s text (£he Lambs)

Charles Lamb to Edward Moxon
From The Autographw Myrior

Charles J.amb to Walter Wilson
Mr Hazhitt's text (Bohn)

Charles l.amb to Bernard Barton
From the original (British Museum)

Charles Lamb to Bernard Barton
From the original (Bratish Museum)

Charles Lanth to Thomas Allsop
From Harper's Magazm®

Charles TLamb to Edward Moxon
From the original at Rowfant

Claarles Lamb to James Gi¥man
*Mr Hazhtt's text (Bohn)

Charles Lamb to Vincent Ngvello
From the original (British Museum)

Charles Lamb to Walter Wilson
Mr Hazhtt s text (Bohp)

Charles Lamb to James Gillman
Mr. Hazhtt’s text (Bohn)

Charles Lamb to James Gillman
Mr. Hazhtt’s text (Bohn) .

Charles Lamb to Bernard Barton
From the onginal (British Museum)

Xv

1829.
Early 1n year

Feb, 2

*Feby, 2

Feh. 27
March 22
Mar::h 25

?PApril

*2April @

Apnl :Z
April %9
>May
No @ate
May 28
June 3
July 25
nfte July

Dept 22

* Oct 26

Nov 10
L]
Nov 15
?Nov 2
Nov 30

L
Dec 8¢ 8
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881
8ss

886
88y
888
889
8g0
891
893
L8
895

{

498
499

00

1830

Charles Lamb to Wilham Wordlwoﬂh} Jan, aa

}Mszy Lamb to Dorothy Wordsworth
From Mr. Gordpn Wordsworth's onfinal,

Charles Lamb (o Bernard Barton .
From the original (Britlsh Museum)

sor arles kamb to Mrs® Williams .
Mr, Hazlitt'$text (The Lambs)
502 Charles Lamb te Mrs Willams A

Mr Hazlitt's sext (The Lambs)

tFr,c>3 Charles Lamb to Sarah Hazhtt .
Mr Hazlitt's text (Bohn)
504 Charles Lamb o Mrs Wilhams :
Mr Hazlitt's text (Bohn)
505 Charles Lamb to James'Gillman

506
507
508

Mr Hazhit's text (Bohn)

%urles Liamb to Wilham Ayrton
r Hazhit's text (Bohn)

Charles Lamb to 'Mrs Wilhams .

M‘r Hazlitt's text (1 he Lamby)

Charles Lambto Mrs Wilhams

From the original 1n the posfession of Mr
Yates Thompson

88 sog Charles Lathb to Mrs Willizams
L3

From the original

899 . 5T0 Chérles Lambto James Gillman .

gaoo
900
903

511

512

Mr Hazlitt' text (Bohn)
Charles Lab to Jacob Vale Ashury
From ke Athenazum

Charles Lamb to Jacol> Vale Asbury
By permission of Mr kdward Hartley

513 Charles Lamb to Mrs Williams
Mt Hazhtt’s text (7 ke Lambst

514 Charléd Lamb to Robert Southey
Mr Hazlitt’s text (Bobn) o

515 Charles Lamb to Edward Moxon
From the onginal at Rowfant

516 Charles Lamb to Vincent Novello
From the onginal (British Museun)

517 Charles Lamb to Vincent Novello
From the ortgina! (BAtish Museum)

518 Charles Lamb to Willlam Hone
Mr Hazlitt's text (Bohn),

519 Charles Lamb to Sarah Hazlitt

o Mr Hazhit's text (Bohn)

geo Charles Lamb to Sarah Hazlitt .

Mr Hazlitt's text (Bohn)

521 Charles Lamb t¢ Bernard Barton
aJgrom the onginal (British Museum).

Feb, 25
Feb 26
Match «
March. 4
March 5
March 8
March 14
March 22,

Apnil 2

Aprilg

?Spring
?Apni

No date
Apul 21
May 10
May 12
May 14
May lzo
May 21
May 24
June 3

June 28
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PAGE LETIER 1830,
917 523 Charles Lamb to Bernard Barton . Aug 30
From the ongunal (British Museum),
e 23 Charles Lamb to Samuel Roger: . Oct
or9 5% From Rogers and Hss Canten%:m%u 5
919 ®524 Charles Lamb to Vincent Novello Nov &
From Recollections of Wrsters '
920 535 Charles Lamb#®o Edward Moxon . Nov. j2
Mr Hazhitt's text (Bohn) .
921 526 Charles Lamb to Edward Moxon ?Dec
. From the original at Rowfant
21 27 Charles Isamb to George Dyer ¢ . Dec 2o
9 547 Mr Hazlitt's text(Bohn%mthultentlons
923 528 Chatles Lamb to Edwagd Moxon ? Christmas
From the original (South Kensiagton)
1831
925 529 Charles Lamb to Edward Moxon ., Feb }
e  From the ongial at Rowfant, ¢
0 Charles Lamb to Ggor, er . Feb a2
97 53 Mr Hazlitt's text (mlge Dy b‘ ¢
930 531 Charles Lamb to Betnard Barton Apr‘d 30
R From the onginal (Britssh Museum)

2 2 Charles I.amb toH F Carn . Mayé
93 53 Mr Hazlitt's text (Bohn) r Y
934 533 Charles Lamb to Edward Moxon Jufy 14

From the original at Rowfant
937 534 Charles Lamb to Fdward Mowon Farly Aug
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THE LETTERS OF CHARLES AND
MARY LAMB

1821-M34
LETTER 264
GHARLES LAMB TO DOROTHY WORDSWORTH
(r.8 ]anuary:ﬂ, 1821 ]

Mary perfectly approves of the appropriath of the featgers,
and wishes them Peacecksfor your fair mece’s sake !

EAR Miss Wordsworth, I had just wntten the above
endeanng words when Monkhouse tapped me on’the
shoulder with an nvitation to cold goose pye, which I was
not Bird of that sort enough to dechne Mrs M I am most
happy to say 1s better Mary has been tormented with a
Rheumatism, which 1s leaving her 1 am suffering from the
festivities of the season  bwonder how my misused carcase
holds 1t* out I hawe play’d the expenimegital philosopher
on 1it, theat’s certain  Wally shall be welcome to a mince pye,
and a bout at Commerce, whenever he comes Hie was in
our eye I am glad you hked my new year’s speculations
Everybodyelikes them, except thed® Author'of the Pleasures of
Hope Disappomtment attend um' How I hke to be liked,
and what I do to be liked ! Thﬁy flatter me 1n magazines,
newspapers, and all the minor reviews The Quarterlies
hold aloof But they must come into 1t 1n time, or their
leaves be waste paper Salute Tnnity Library in my name.
Two gpeaial things are worth seeing at Cambndge, a porfrait
of Cromwell at Sidney, and a better of Dr Harvey (who found
out that blood was red) at Dr. Davy’® You shogld see theme
Colendge s pretty well, T have not seen lum, butshear often

oy —]



590 Letters of C. and‘M. Lamb Jan.

of him from Alsop, who sends me hares and pheasants twice
a‘week. I can hardly take so fast as he gives. ‘1 have al-
most forgotten Butcher’s meat, as Plebeian. Are you not
glad the Cold 1s gons ? 1 find winters not so agreeable as
they used to be, when “winter bleak had charms for me.”
I cannot ¢onjure up a kind ssimihtude for those snowy‘flakes
—Let them keep to‘Twelfth Cakes ¢

Mrs Puns, our Cambridge friend, has beenin Town You
do not know the Watfords ? m Trumpington Street—they are
capital people. « .

Ask any body you nfeet, who is the biggest woman mm Cam-
bridgt—and.I'll hold you a wager they’ll say Mrs. Smith

She broke down two benthes in Trmity Gardens, one on
the confines of St John’s, which occasioned a htigation be-
tween thes societies as to repainng it In warm weather she
retires Into an ice-cellar (literally ) and dates the returns of
thé years from a hot Thursday some 20 years back She
sits n a ropm with o‘pposxte dgors and windows, to letin a
thorpugh draught, which gives her slenderer friends tooth-
aches. She 1s to be seen 1n the market every morningeat 10,
cheapening fowls, which I observe the Cambndge Poulterers
are ot suffitiently careful to stump

Having now answered most of the points containd 1 your
Letter, let me end with assurmg you of our very best kindness,
and excuse Mary from not handliing the Pen on this occasion,
espeaally as 1t has fallen into so much better hands! Will
Dr W accept of my respects at the end of a foolish Letter.

C.L

[Mi1ss Wordsworth was visiting aer brother, Chnistophe. Words-
worth, th= Master of Trimity

Willy was William Wordsworth, junr.,

Lamb's New Yeas speculat ons were contained 1n his Elia essay
*“New Year’'s Eve,’ in the London Magazine for January, 1821.
THere 18 no evidence that Campbell disapproved of the essay.
Canon Ainger suggests that Lambmay have thus alluded playfully
to the pessimism of his remarks, so opPosed to the pleasures of hope
When the Quarierly did “come 1n,” 1n 1823, 1t was with cold
words, as we shall see,

“/Trmity Labrary ”’ It 1s here that are preserved those MSS, of
Milton, which Lamb n his essay ¢ Oxford in the Vacation,” in the
London Magasme for Octqber, 1820, says he regrets to have seen.

“CromwelF at Sidney.” See Mary Lamb's letter to Miss
Hutchinsof*August 2q, 1815,



1821 Presénts of Game 591

* Harvey.. . .at Dr, Davy’s”—Dr, Martin Davy, Master of
Cams.

“ Alsop,” This 18 first mention of Thomas A;;sop 1795~
1880), Colendge’s friend and disciple, w&o, meeting olemsge n
1818, had just come into Lamb’s circle. *We shall meet him fre-

uently. Allsop’s Letters, Conversations and Recollections of
%mmul Taylor Colersdge contain nfuch magtersconcerning Lamb

* Winter bleak had chasns for me.” 1 colld not find this for the
large edition. It is from Burns’ “Epide to Willam “Simpson,”
stanza 13

Mrs. Parls was a sister of Wilkam Ayrton and the mother of
John Ayrton Pans, the physician. It was gt her house at Cambridge
that the Lambs met Emma Isola, whom we are soon to meg.

“ Mrs. Smuth.” Lamb worked gp this portion oftus letter into
the Iittle humorous sketch * The Gentle Giantess,” printed in the
London Magasme for December, 1822 (see Vol 1. of the present
edition), wherein Mrs. Smith of Cambridge becomes the Widow
Biacket of Oxford. .

“ Dy, W."—Dr Chnistopher Wordsworth.)

LETTER 265
CHARLES Lamt TO THOMAS ALLSOP

[No date 1821.]

EAR Sit—The /4airs of our head are numbered, but
those which emanate from your heart defy arithmetic
I would send longer thanks but your young man 1s blowing

his fingers n the Passage
Yours gratefully
C.

[The date of this scrap 1s ummportant, but 1t comes®ell here
in connection with the reference in the preceding letter,

In Harpes's Magasine for December, 1859, were printed fifty of
Lamb's notes to Allsop, all of which are reproduced in at least wo
editions of Lamb’s letters. 1 have Selected only those which_say
anything, as for the most part Lamb was content ‘with the merest
message, moreover, the date 18 often so uncertatn as to be only
mmleadmg.

Crabb Robinson says of Allsop, * I believe his acquaingance yith
Lamb originated 1n his sending Colenidge a present of £100 1n ad-
miratibn of his genus,”]
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LETTER 266

CHARLES ]‘..AMB TO THOMAS ALLSOP
<

[Nodate 1821]

DR Sir—Thanks for the Birds and your kindness. It was

but yesterdy * I was contriviny, with Talfd to meet you
} way at his chamber "But mght don’t do so well at present
I shall want to be home at Dalston by Eight. .

1 will pay an afternoon Visit to you when you please I
dine at a chop-house st ONL always, but I can spend an hour
with you after that

Yours truly
C.L
Would Saturdy sere f

. LETTER 267
CHARLES LaMB TO MRS WILLIAM AYRTON

: [Dated atend Jan. 23, 1821 ]

DEAR M:s Ayrton, my sister desires me, as being a more
expert penman than herself, to say that she saw Mrs
Paris yesterday, and that she 1s very much out of spirits, and
has expressed a great wish to see your son Wilham, and
Fanny——
I like to wnite that word Fanny I do not know but 1t was
one reason of taking upon me thig pleasing task——
Moreover thatf the said Wilham and Frances will go and sit
an hour with her at any time, she will engage that no one else
shall seer.them but herself, and the servant who opens the
door, she being confined to her private room I trust you and
the Juveniles will cémply with this reasonable request
. & am
( Dear Mrs Ayrton
your’s and yours’
Truly
C LAwmB.
Gov. Ghr
23 Jan 1821 @

¢ <
[Mrs, Ay{sdn (née Arnold) was the wife of Willam Ayrton, the
musical eritic J
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LETTER 268

CHARLES laaMB TO Miss HUMPHREYS

Lgndon 27 Jany. 1B21

DIfAR Madam, Carriages to Cambndge aren such request,

owing to the Inswllation, that we have fou;:}? it 1mpos-
sible to procure a conveyance for Efima before Wednesday,
on which day between the hours of 3 and 4 in the afternoon
you will see your little friend, with her bloom somewhat im-
patred by late hours and disstpation, But her gait, gestuge, and
general manners (I flatter myself) considerablysimproved by
——somebody that shall be nameless., My sister joins me n
love to all true Trumpingtonians, not specifying any, to avosd
enyy, and begs me to assure you that Emma has been a very
good gul, which, with certam limitattons, I must myself gul}-
scribe to 1 wish I could care her ofgmaking dag’s ears i
books, and pinching them op poor Pompey, who, for one, 1
dare say, will heartily rejoyce at her departure

¢ Dear Madam,
Yours truly ,
foolish C oL

[Addressed to * Miss Humphreys, with Mrs  Pans, Trumpington
Street, Cambridge * Franked by J Rickman

Thus letter contamns the first reference in the correspondence to
Emma Isola, davghter of Charles Isola, Esquire Bedell of Cam-
bridge University, and granddaughter of Agostino Isola, the Italian
critic and teacher, 'f] Cambndge, among whose pupils had $een
Wordsworth Miss Humphreys was Emma Isdla’s aunt. Emma
seems t8 have been brought to London by Mrs. Pans and left with
the Lambs. ’

Pompey seems to have been the %amb's first dog. Later, as we
shall see,they adopted Dash ] ¢

LETTER 26y
CHARLES LAMB 10 MKS WILLIAM AYRTON

[Dated at end March 1l, 1820 ]

®
I)EAR Madam, We are out of town of necessity tll Wedneg-

day next, when we hope to see one of you atleast to a
rubber  On some future Saturday we shall most %ladly accept
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yQur kind offer. When I read your dehcate lttle pote, I am
ashamed of my great starmg letters.
Yours most truly
- CHARLES LamB
Dalston near Hackney
15 Mar 182 I

{In my Muge edition 1 give a facsimile of this letter.]

LETTER 270
CHARLES AMB To THOMAS ALLSOP

30 March, 1821,

Y dear Sir—If you can come next Sunday we shall be
eqtally glad to see you, but do not trust to any of
Martin’s appomntments, ekcept on busmess, i futures He s
notoriouslw faithless 1y that pomt, and we did wrong not to
have wamned you. Leg of Lamb, as before ; hot at 4.° And
the heart of Lamb ever
. ¥ours truly, C'L

LETTER 271
CHARLES LAMB TO LEIGH HUNT

Indyfferent Wednesday [Apnl 18), 1821

EAR Hunt,—There was a sort of side talk at Mr. Novello’s
about our spending Good Friday at Hampstead, but
myister has gt so bad a cold, and we both want rest so
much, that you shall excuse our ‘putting off the visit some hittle
time longer  Perhaps, after all, you know nothing of it.—
Believe me, yours truly, . C Lawms.
L}

LETTER 272
€
CHARLES LAMB T0 S T. COLERIDGE
May 1st [182:%
M: Gilman’s, Highgate.

M R C.—I will not fail you on Fnday by aix, and Jlary,
perhaps, earher _ I very much wish to meet “ Master

Mathew,” anfl am much obhged to the G——s for the oppor-

tunity Odf kind respects to them always — Eua,
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Extract from a MS. note of S. T. C. in my Beaumont and
Fletcher, dhted April 17th 1807. .

Midnight. » -

“ God bless you, dear Charles Laml§ I am dying , I feel I
have got many weeks left.”

[Master Mathew 1s 1y Ben Jonson’s #¢ E:rery Man 1n His
Humour . .

Lamb’s ** Beaumont and Fletcher ” 15 in the Bntish Museum.
The note quoted by Lamb 18 not thgre, or perhaps 1t1s one that hag
been crossed out. Tlus still remamns . ““ N.B. I shall not be lonE
here, Charles | I gone, you will not mind®my having spoiled a boo!
in order to leave a Relic. S, T. C‘, Oct, 1811.”]

LETTER 273
CHARLES LAMBE TO JAMES GILLMAN

o[Dated ateend 2 May, 1821.]

EAR Sir—You dine so 14te on Fnday, 1t will Be impossible

o for us to go horpe by the eight o’clock stage. WHl you

oblige us by securing us Beds at some house from which a

stage goes to the Bank in the mormning? [ would wrnte to

Colendge, but cannot think of troubling a dymng man with’such
a request

Yours truly, C Lawms,

If the beds m the town are all engaged, in consequence of
Mr Mathews’s appearancg, a hackney-coach will serve.
WednesY 2 May, 21 | R
We ghall neither of us come much before the time
[Mrs. Mathews (who was half-nister of Fanny Kelly) d&cribed this

evening 1n her Memorrs of her husbagd, 1839 , Heraccount of Lamb
18 interestAg —

Mr. Lamb’s first approach wqg not prepossessing. His figure
was small and mean ; and no man certainly yas ever less be-
holden to his tatlor. His “bran ” new suzt of black cloth (in
which he affected several times during the day to take egrent
pride, and to cherish as a novelty that he had long looked for
and wanted) was drolly contrasted with his very rusty silk stock-
fage, shown from his knees, and his much too large thick shoes,
without polish. His shurt rejoiceq 1n a wide 1ll-plaited frill, apd
his very small, tight, white neckcloth was hetnmed to a fine
point at the ends that formed part of the httle Bdw  His haw
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was black and sleek, but not formal, and his face the gravest 1
ever saw, but indicating great intellect, and resefnbling very
muchythe portraits of King Charles L., Mr Colenidge was very
anxious about his pf Lamb’s first impression upon my husband,
which I believe his Iriend saw, and guessing that he had been
extollad, he mlschlevously resolved to thwart his pansgyrist,

+ disappont thé strangers, and altogether to upset the suspected

plan of showing him off )

The Mathews’ were then Itving at Ivy Cottage, only a short dis-
tance from the Grove, Highgate, where the famous Mathews collec-
tion ¢f pictures was to be seen'of which Lamb subsequently wrote
in the London Magasul )

Hefe shoulfl come a note to Ayrton saying that Madame Noblet
18 the least graceful dancer that*Lamb ever * did not see "'}

LETTER 274
CHARLES LAMHE TO JOHN PAYNF COLLIER
May 16, 1821

LAR J‘ P. C,—Many thanks fo1 the “Decameron
I have not such a gentlemap’s book in my collegtion
1t wqs a great treat to me, and I got 1t just as I was wanting
somgthing of the sort I take less plcasure in books than
heretofore, but I hke books about books In the second
volume, mn particular, are treasures—your discoveries about
“Twelfth Night,” etc  What a Shakespearnan essence that
speech of Osrades for food '—Shakespeare 1s coarse to it—
begmmning “ Forbear and eat no mure ” Osrades warms up
to that, but does not set out rufftan-swaggerer The char-
act® of the AsSewith those thiee Imes, %orthy to Be set n
gt vellum, and worn in frontféts by the noble beflsts for
ever— €
**’Lhoun would, perhaps, he should become thy foc,
And to that énd dost Beat him many times P

. He cares not for himself, much less thy blow ™
Cervantes, Sterne, and Colehdge, have said positively nothing
for asses compared with this

I wnite.in haste, but p 24, vol 1, the line you cannot ap-
propnate |s Gray’s sonnet, specimenifyed by Wordsworth 1
first*preface to L B, as mixed of bad and good style p.
143, 2nd vol., you will find last poem but one of the Bllec-
thon on Sidney’s death in*Spenser, the hne,

¢ «sepio, Coesar, Petrarch of our tune
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Ths fixes it to be Raleigh’s I had guess'd it to be Daniel’
The last after 1t, ¢ Silence augmenteth rage,” I will be cruci-
fied 1f 1t be not Lord Brooke’s Hang you, and all medding
researchers, hereafter, that by raking thto learned dust may
find mg out wrong m my conjecture ! .

DearJ] P C., I shall take the*first ogpontunity of person-
ally thanking you for myfentert . ~ment ~ We are at Dalston
for the most part, but I fully ' 1vu “‘,‘f‘ af evening soon with you
in Russell o5 Bouverie Street, (™! over old times and books
Remember s kindly to Mrs ™. C N

Yours very kindly, ® CHARLES Laup

I wnite 1n misery
N B —The best pen I could borrow at our butcher’s thg
mk, I venly believe, came out of the kennel.

.

[Colhe¥'s Poetical Decameron, 1n two volumes, was pubhshedan,,
1820 a series of mnaginary cbnversationg on curioyseand little-
known books  His ¢ Twelfth Naght ”” discoveries will be found in
the Eighth Conversation, Collier deduces the play from Bargaby
Rich’seFarewell to Mslstary JProfession, 1606  He also describes
Thomas Lodge's “ Rosalynde,” the forerunner of ¢ As You Like
It,” in which 1s the character Rosader, whom Lamb @alls Osrades
His speech for food runs thus — :

1t hapned that day that Gertsmord, the lawfull king of
France bamshed by Torismond, who with a lustie crew of out-
lawes lued 1n that Forrest, that day in honour of his birth,
made a feast to all ns bolde yeomen, and frohickt 1t with store
of wine and venison, sitting all at a long table vnder the
shadpw of Limon trees {o that place by chapee fortune con-
ducted Rosuder, who seting such a crew of taue men, haufng
stor? of that for want of which hee and Adam perished, hee
stept boldly to the boords end, and saluted the Comguny thus
—Whatsoeuer thou be that art maister of these lustie squires,
I salugegthee as graciously as a fan 1n extteame distresse may
knowe that I and a fellow friend of mine, are here famished in
the forrest for want of foode pesish we must, vnlesse relieded
by thy fauours. Therefore 1f thoube a Gentleman, giue meate
to men, and such as are euery way worthie of lIife let the
proudest Squire that sits at thy table nse and encounter with
me 1n any honourable pomnt of activitie whatsoeuer, and 1f he
and thou proue me not a man, send mee away comfSrtlesse if
tHOu refuse this, as a mggard of thy cates, I will have amongst
you with my sword, for rather wil § die vahiantly, then penish,
with so cowardly an extreame (Cother's Poetscal Decameron,
_I74, Eighth Conversation) ¢



508  Letters of C, and M. Lamb 1821

Lamb compares with that the passage in ¢ As You Like It,” 11,
%, 88, beginning with Orlando’s * Forbear, and eat n8 more.”
The c?a.racter of the ass 18 quoted by Collier from an old book,
The Noblenesse of tlu‘Assc, 1595, in the Third Conversation .—
Thou wouldst (perhaps) he should become thy foe,
®And to that end doogt beat him many times ;
He care® nqgj for himselfe, mucl.x lesse thy blowe

‘Lamb wsote more fully of th} rassage in an article on the ass
contnibuted to Hone’s Every-P'8 3 Book 1n 1825 (see Vol 1. of the
present edition). iw .

‘Phe line from Gray'g sonn&fon the death of Mr Richafd West
was this :—
*And weep the morg because I weep 1 vain

“ Seipro, Caesar,” etc.  This line runs, 1n the epitaph on Sidney,
beginning, ** To praise thy hfe "—

Scipo, Cxcero, and Petrarch of our time ! .

If is gengpally suppqped to be by Raleigh The next poem,
s Sllencmgmenteth?}nef," 15 agtributed by Malone to Sir Edward
Dysr, and by Hannah to Raleigh.

LETTER 275
CHARLES LAMB T0 B W. PROCTER

[No date ? Summer, 1821 ]

EAR Sir, The Wits (as Clare calls us) assemble at my
Cell (zo Russell St Cov -Gar ) this evemng at } before
7 Cold meat at 9 Puns at—aslittle after Mr. Cary wants
toPsee you, to %eold you I ho.pe you well not fail,
Yours &c &c &c
- C Lawms.
Thursday

.I am sorry the London Magazine 15 going to ﬂe'glven up

.

[I assume the date of this note to be summer, 1821, because it was
then that Baldwin, Cradock & Joy, the London Magasine's first
publishers, gave 1t up The reason was the death of John Scott,
the editor, and probably to a large extent the onginator, of the
magazind, It was sold to Taylor & Hessey, their first number
being dated July, 1821
, Scott had becomne invg)ved in a quarrel with Blackwood, which
reached such a pitch that a duel was fought, between Scott and
Christie, & Triendp of Lockhart'’s. The whole story, which 18 in-
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volved, and indeed not wholly clear, need not be told here : it will
be found in Mr. Lang’s memoir of Lockhart. The meeting was
held at Chalk Farm on Fepruary 16, 1821. Peter George Jatmore,
sub-editor of the London, was Scott’s secong. Scott fell, wounded
by a shot which Chnstie fired purely in seli-defence. He died on
February 27. .

Mr. Cary. Henry Francis Cary the transfatop of Dante and a
contnbutor to the London Magazine.

The London Magasine had four pendds. From 1830 to the
mddle of 1827, when 1t was Baldwin, Cradock & Joy’s From 1821
to the gnd of 1824, when it was Taylor & Hessey's at a shillng.
From January, 1825, w0 August of that year, when 1t was Taylor
& Hessey's at half-a-crown ; and from September, 1823, to tisegend,
vcv?e: i; was Henry Southern's, agd was published *by Hont &

arke.

LETTER 276
CHARLES LAMB TO JOHN TAYLOR

Margate, June'8, 1821,

EAR Sir,—I am exirergely sorry to be obhged to detgme
the article proposed, as I should have been flattered
with a Plate accompanymng it In the first place, Midsummer
day 15 not a topic [ could make anything of—I am so pure a
Cockney, and Ittle read, besides, n May games and antiqui-
ties; and, in the second, I am here at Margate, spoiling my
holydays with a Review I have undertaken for a fnend, which
I shall barely get through before my return; for that sort of
work 1s 3 haid task to me * If you will excusg the shortness
of my first contnbutfon—and I £row 1 can fromise nothihg
more fof July—I will endeavour a longer article for our next.
Will you permit me to say that I think Leigh Hunt #ould do
the article you propose in a mastgrly manner, if he has not
outwnt hifself already upon the subject I do not return
the proof—to save postage—becguse it 1s correct, with ONE
EXCEPTION In the stanza from Wordsworth, you have
changéd DAY into AIR for rhyme-sake DAY is the nght read-
ing, and 1 IMPLORE you to restore 1t.
The other passage, which you have quened, 1s te my gar
correcy. Pray let 1t stand.
Dr Sr, yours truly, C. LAaMs,

On second consideration, I do enclose the prodt?®
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[John Taylor (1781-1864), the publisher, with Hessey, of the
*London Magasine was, in 1813, the first publicly b identify Sir
Philp Erancis with Jumus. Taylor acted as editor of the London
Magasine from 1821 to 1824, assisted by Thomas Hood Later
his interests were centred in currency questions
“I am here at Margate I do not know what revieew Lamb
was writing, Ifevritten and published it has not been reprinted. It
was on this visit to Margate that Lambsmet Charles Cowden Clarke,
* My %first contributton ” The first number to bear Taylor &
Hessey's name was dated July, but they had presumably acquired
the rights 1n the magazine before then Lamb’s first congribution
to the London Magazgre had been in August, 1820, * The South-
Sea House.”
The proof which Lamb retprned was that of the Elsa essay on
% Mackery Endin Hertfordshire,” printed in the July number of the
London Magasine, in which hequoted a stanza from Wordsworth’s
“ Yarrows Visited»® —
But thoh, that didst appear so fair
To fond umagingtion,
Dost®1val 1n the light of day
Her delicate citation
Piere should come a scrap from Lamb to Ayrton, dated July 7,
1821, referring to thé Coronation ‘Lamib says that in consequence
of thus eveny he 1s postponing his Wednesday evening to Friday ]

LETTER 277
Cuawvi ks Lamp 1o JouN TAvLOR
July 21, 1821

DR Sn,—The Lond Mag 1o chiefly pleasant to me, be-

cause Sone of my friends wnite i1t I hope Hazhtt
ntends to go on with it, we cdnnot spare Table Tdlk For
myself Rfeel almost exhausted, but T will try my hand a little
longer, and shall npt at allgvents be wntten out of 1t by news-
paper paragraphs Your proofs do not seem ‘¢ want my
helping hand, they are quite correct always For God’s sake
change Siser¢gto Jae/ This last paper will be a choke-pear 1
fear to some people, but as you do not object toit, I can be
under little apprehension of your exertmg your Censorship too
ngadly. ,

hanking you for your extract from Mr E ’s letter,
I remam, Ir Sir,
Your obliged,
C Lams
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[Hazistt continued his Table Talk in the London Magasine until
December, x821.

Lamb seems to have begn treated foolishly by some nevspaper
critic, but I have not traced the paragraphsx:l question.

The proof was that of the Elsa essay ** Ihperfect Sympathies,”
which was printed (with a fuller title) 1in the number foy August,
1821. The reference to Jael 1sin the®passage oneBraham and the
Jewnsh character . ¢

I do not 1dentify Mr E  Possibly Elton. See next letter

Here should come a further letter to Taylor, dated July 30, 1821,
n which Lamb refers to some verses @ddressed to hun by “ Olen™
(Charles Abraham Elten see note to nexf letter) i the Lodon
Magasine for August, remonstrating with him for the pessiagm of
the Elia essay “ New Year's Eve " see Vol 1. of ths edition)

Lamb also remarks that he borrowed the name Eha (pronounced
Ellia) from an old South-Sea House cletk who 15 now dead

Elia has recently been 1dentified by Mr R 'W. Goulding, the 1ib-
ranan at Welbeck Abbey, as F Augustus, Ehia, author of a French
tract entifled Conssdérvation sur I'état actuel de la France au moss
de Yuin 1815. Par une anglais® Itis pnivasely reprintadin Letters

Jrom the onsgunals at Welbeck Akbey, 1909.]

REPTER 278
CHARLES LAMB 10 CHARLK¥S ABRAHAM ELTON

India House
to which place all letters addressed
to C L commonly come
[August 17, 1821 (?) ]

‘,\ Y dear Sir, You have overwhelmed me with your favours
1 I' have recerfed positively a httle libtdry from Ba¥d-
wyn’s ‘I do not know how I'have deserved such a bounty

We have been up to the ear in the classics ever sincdit came
I have been greatly pleased, byt most, 1 thmk, with the
Hesiod,—the Titan battle quite amazed me Gad, 1t was no
child’s play--and then the homely aphorisms at the end of the
works—how adroitly you have turned them ! {Can he be the
same Hesiod who did the Titans ? the latter 1s—

‘‘——wine

Which to madness does incline,””

But to read the Days and Works, 1s hke eating nice brown
bread, homely sweet and nutntive * Apollonusewas new td”
me._ | had confounded hum with the comjuror ofvthat name,
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Medea is glorious ; but I cannot give up Dido. She posi-
tively 15 the only Fine Lady of Antiquity : her cdurtesy to the
Trojangis altogether queen-like. Kueas is a most disagree-
able perton. Ascaguus a pretty young master. Mezentius
for my money. His dymng speech shames Turpim—not the
Archbisliop I njean, but the roadster of that name

1 have been asMamed to find hagv many names of classics
(and mdre than their names) you have introduced me to, that
before 1 was ignorant of Your commendatiqn of Master
Chgpman arndeth me Can any one read the pert modern
Frenchify'd notes, &c, in Pope’s translation, and contrast
thent ‘with solemn weighty prefaces of Chapman, wnting tn
full faith, as he evidently does, of the plenary inspiration of
his author—worshipping his meanest scraps and relics as
divine—without one sceptical misgiving of their authenticity,
and doubt which was the properest to expound Homer to their
cbuntrymen Reverend Chapman ' you have read his hymn
to Pan (th¢ Homenc)—why, 1t Js Milton’s blank verse clothed
with thyme Paradise Lost could scarce lose, could 1t be so
accoutred . « ‘

I.shall die in the belief that he has improved upon Homer,
in the Odyssey in particular—the disclosue of Ulysses of
himself, to Alcinous, his previous behaviour at the song of the
stern strife anising between Achilles and himself (how it raises
him above the f/:ad Ulysses ') but you know all these things
quite as well as I do  But what a deaf ear old C would have
turned to the doubters in Homer’s real personality! They
mght as well have demed the'appearance of ] C. in the
fiésh.— He apparently believed all the fables of H ’s birth, &c.

Those notes of Bryant have caused the greatest diSorder 1n
my brafa.pan  Well, I will not flattes when I say that we
have had two or three longevenng’s good reading out of your
kind present ¢

o] will say nothing of the tenderest parts in your own httle
volume, at the end of such a slatternly scnbble as this, but
indeed they cost us some tears I scrawl away because of
interruptions every moment You guess how it is 1n a busy
office—papers thrust into your hand when your hand 1s busiest
——&nd every anti-clagsrcal disavocation

[Conclusson cut away.)

[Sar Chatk:s Abraham Elton (r778-1853) seems to have sent Lamb
a number of his books, principally his Specemens of the Cladsical
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Poets . . . from Homer to Tryphsodorus translated into English
Verse, Baldwin, 1814, in three volumes. Lamb refers first to the
sage from Hesiod’s Theogony, and then tohis Works a&d Days
hicIE:GChapman translatel)—* D:spensan? of Providence to the
ust and Unjust.”

Apolignius Rhodius was the author of The Argonauisicy. Lamb
then passes onto Virgil. For the death of Mezentius see the Enad,
Book X., at the end The makers of brdidsides had probably
credited Dick Turpin witha dying speech » .

“Those notes of Bryant.”” Lamb possibly refers to Jacob Bryant's
Essay on the Original Gensus and Wastings of Homer, 1775, or his
pamphlét on the Trojap War, 1795, 1790 .

“Your own little volume.” Probably The Brothers andeQther
Poems, by Elton, 1820 ]

LETTER 279
CHARLES LAMB TO CHARLES COWDEN CLARKE

[Summer, 1821.]

MY dear Sir—Your letter has lamn 1n"a drawer of my desk,
upbraiding me every time I open the said drawer, But
it 1s almost 1mpossible te angwer such a lester 1n such a place,
and I am out of the habit of replying to epistles otherwhere
than at office. You express yourself concerning H lke a
true friend, and have made me feel that I have somehow
neglected um, but without knowing very well how to rectify
it I live so remote from him—by Hackney—that he is al-
most out of the pale of visitation at Hampstead And I come
but seldom to Covt Gardr this summer time—and when I do,
am sure to pay for the late hours and pleasant Novello
suppers which I mcft  I*alsg am an mvahd® But I will hi
upon sofne way, that you shall not have cause for your re-
proof 1n future But do not think I take the hint ¢hkindly
When I shall be brought low bypany sickness or untoward
circumstafice, wnte just such a letter to some tardy fnend of
mine—or come up yourself with yqur friendly Henshaw face?—
and that will be better I shall not forget in haste our casual
day at Margate. May we have many such there or elsewhere !
God bless you for your kindness to H , which 1 will remember
But do not show N. this, for the flouting nfidel dath mgck
when ghrnistians cry God bless us  Yours and Azs, foo, and
all our little circle’s most affecte. ‘
<. Lamsn.
Mary’s lo?¢ included.
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{Charles Cowden Clarke (1787-1877) was the son of a school-
Inaster who had served as usher with George Dyer at Northampton.
After s he established a school at Enfield, where Keats was
one of the scholars. Charles Cowden Clarke, at this time a book-
seller, remained one of'Keats’ friends and was a friend also of Leigh
Hunt's, op whose behalf he seems to have written to Lamlj. Later
he became 2 paréner of Alfr@d Novello, the musical publisher, son
of Vincent Novello ®In 1828 he marreed Mary Victoria Novello.

“ Frieftly Henshaw face ’’ 1 cannot explain this

Leigh Hunt left England for Italy in November, 1821, to join
Shelley and Byron. . o

Here should come ainef note to Allan Cpnningham asking him
to ag,arening party of London Magazine contributors at 20 Russell
St, given irthe Boston Bibligphile edition ]

LETTER 280
MARY LAMB a0 MRS WILLIAM AYRTOI.W

[No date 7 1821]
Thursday Morning.
I\ Y dear friend,

The kind ifiterest you took in fny perplexities of' yester-
day makesene feel that you will be well pleased to hear I got
thrbugh my complicated business far better than I had ven-
tured to hope I should do  In the first place let me thank
you, my good friend, for your good advice, for, had I not
gone to Martin first he would have sent a senseless letter to Mr
Rickman, and new he 1s coming here to-day in order to frame
one 1n conjunction with my brother

oWVhat will be Mr Rickman’s fina] detegmination I know not,
but he and Mrs Rickman hotk gave me a most kinvl recep-
tion, ar‘l a most patient heaing, and then Mr R walked
with me as far as Bishopsgate Street, conversing the whole
way on the same &nhappy¥ subject 1 will see ypy agan the
very first opportumty till when farewel with grateful thanks
How senseless I was not %0 make you go back m that empty
coach I never have but one 1dea 1n my poor head at a time
Yours affectionately
M Lawms
af Mr Coston’s
No rg Kingsland Row Dalston

[The explgnation of this letter 18 found m an entry 1n Crabb
Robinson’8 ®Dsary, the unpublished portion, which tells us that
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owing to certain irreﬁularitles Rickman, who was Clerk Assistant
at the tablesof the House of Commons, had been obliged to dig®
charge Martin Burney, who was one of his clerks. .

Here should come another scrap from Lamb to Ayrton, dated
August 14, stating that at to-morrow’s ruober the windows will
be closgd on account of Her Majesty's death. Her Majesty was
gueen Caroline, whom Lamb had ’champxgned; She died on

ugust 7 ]

LETTER 281
CHARLES LAMB To THOMAS ALLSOP
Oct. 21, 18.%.

Y dear Sir, I have to thank you for a fine hare, and un-
less I am mistaken for fwo, the first I received a week:
since, the account given with 1t was thatit came from Mr.
Alfourd—!I have no fnend of that nime, but two who come
near 1t
Mr Talfourd
Mr Alsop
so my gratitude must be'divded between you, till I know the
true sender We are and shall be some time, I fear, at Dal.
ston, a distance which does not improve hares by the arcut-
ous route of Cov’t Garden, though for the sweetness of z&is
last 1 will answer We dressit to day I suppose you know
my sister has been & 1511l I do not see much hopes, though
there 1s a ghmmer, of her speedy recovery When we are
all well, I hope to come among our town friends, and shall
have great pleasure 1n welcoming you from Beresford Hall.
Yours,, & old Mi Whitap’s, & honest” Mr Cotton’s
Piscatorum Amicus, ¢ L

India House
19 Oct 23

LETTER 282
CHARLES LAMB TO WILLIAM AYRTON
[Oct. 27, 1821.]

I COME, Grimalkin® Dalston, near Hackney, 27t‘h Ock.

One thousand 8 hundred and twenty one years and a wee-

bit since you and I were redeemed. 1 doubt if yau are done
)0

properly yet.
-2
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[A further letter to Ayrton, dated from Dalston, October 30, 18
tarmted by Mr Macdonald, in which Lamb speaks of his sister’s
illness agd the death of his brother John, who died on October 26,
aged fifty-eight It 1s reasonable to suppose that Lamb, when the
above note was written, was unaware of his brother’s death (see
note to Letter 284 on page 610). On October 26, however, he had
written to the edstor of the London Magasine saying that he was
most uncomfortably situated at homeend expecting some trouble
which might prevent further writing for some time—which may
have been an allusion to his brother's illness or to sign~ of Mary
Lamb’s approaching malady .

Here ghould come a note to Wilham Hong, ewidently inreply to
a comsaent on Lamb’s essay on * Saying Grace ”

Here shouid come a letter from Lamb to Rickman, dated Nov-
ember 20, 1821, referring to Admiral Burney’s death  *1 havebeen

used to death lately Poor Jim White’s departure last year firat
broke the spell I had been so fortunate as to have lost no friends
in that way for many long years, and began to think people did not
d.e.” He says that Mary Lamb has recovered from a I@ng 1llness
and 18 pre.*y well resigned to Johr. Lamb’s death |

LETTER 283
CHARLES Lame TO S T COLERIDGE

March gth, 1822

EAR C,—It gives me great satisfaction to hear that the

pig turned out so well— they are interesting creatures at

a certaimn age—what a pity such buds should blow out into the
matunty of rank hacon ' You had all some of the crackhng
—and bram sauce—did you 1esnember to rub it with butter,
ahd gently drédge 1t a hittle, just beforeethe crisis ** Did the
eyes come away kindly with nd (Edipean avulsion ? #Was the
crackhifg the colour of the npe pomegranate * Had you no
complement of boiled neck of mutton before it, to blunt the
edge of delicate desire ? ' Did you flesh maider teeth m 1t ?
Not that I sent the pig, or can form the remotest guess what
part Owen cquld play in the business I never knew him give
anything away in my hfe  He would not begin with strangers
1 suspect the pig, after all, was meant for me , but at the un-
lucky jupcture of time being absent, the present somehow went
réund to Highgate To confess an honest truth, a pig 1s one
of those things I could never think of sending away.  Teals,
wigeons, smipds, bamn-@oor fowl, ducks, geese—your tame vil-
latic thimgs—Welsh mutton, collars of brawn, sturgeon, fresh
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or pickled, iour potted char, Swiss cheeses, French pies, early
grapes, muScadmes, I impart as freely unto my friends as to
myself They are but slf-extended ; but pardon me®f I stop
somewhere—where the fine feeling of %benevolence giveth a
higher smack than the sensual ranty—there my fnengs (or any
good man) may command me ; bt pigs eq'e prgs, and I myself
therein am nearest to my=If Nay, I should think 1t an affront,
an undervaluing done to Nature who bestowed such a boon
upon me, if jn a churlish mood I parted with the precious gft
One of the hitterest pangs of remorse I ever felt was when
a chld—when my kind old aunt had®stramned her pqgket-
strings to bestow a sixpenny whgle plum-cake upon me In
my way home through the Borough, I met a venerable old
man, not a mendicant, but thereabouts—a look-beggar, not =
verbal petitionist, and n the coxcombry of taught®chanty I
gave awgy the cake to him 1 walked on a httle n all the,
pnde of an Evangelical peagock, wheng of a sudgen my old
aunt’s kindness crossed me--the sum 1t was to her—the
pleasure she had a nght to expect that I—not the old impastor
—should take m eatingshes cake—the cursed mngratitude by
which, under the colour of a Chnistian virtue, I hagl frustrited
her cherished purpose I sobbed, wept, and took 1t to heart
so gnevously, that 1 think I never suffered the ike—and I was
nght It was a piece of unfeeling hypocnisy, and proved a
lesson to me ever after The cake has long been masticated,
consigned to dunghill with the ashes of that unseasonable
pauper

But when Provnidence, whd 15 better to us all ghan our aungs,
gives me a pig, remtmbetng my temptatloﬁ and my fall, I
shall endeavour to act towards it more n the spiry of the
donor’s purpose

Yours (short of pig) to commancin everythng C. L.

L

®

{Ths letter probably led to the immgdiate composition of the Elsa
essay “ A Digsertation on Roast Pig" (see Vol II®of the present
edition), which was printed 1n the London Magasine for Septembey,
:gzz. See also “ Thoughts on Presents of Game,” Vol I of this

ition,

*“Owen.” Lamb's landlord in Russell Street.

* My®kind old aunt , . . the Borough™ This is rather perplex;
ing Lamb, to the best of our knowledge, never as a child lived
anywhere but 1n the Temple. His only aunt of whdpwe know
anything hved with the family also in the Temple. But John
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Lamb’s will proves Lamb to have had two aunts. The reference to
the Boroygh suggests therefore that the aunt in queftion was not
Sarah LAmb (Aunt Hetty) but her sisters

LETTER 284
CHARLES LAMB TO WILLIAM WORDSWORTH

20th March, 1822,

N Y dear Wordsworth—A letter from you1s very grateful,
I.. 1 have not seén a Kendal postmatk solong! We are
pretty well save colds and rheumatics, and a certain deadness
to every thing, which 1 think I may date from poor John’s
I oss, and another acctdent or two at the same time, that has
made mé almost bury myself at Dalston, where yet I see more
faces than I could wish® Deaths over-set one and pyt one out
long aftegthe recent grief Two or three have died within
this last two twelvemths | and §0 many parts of me have been
numbed. One sees a picture, reads an anecdote, starts a
casual fancy, and tlunks to tell of 1t &0 this person 1 prefer-
enct to evpry other—the person 1s gone whom 1t would have
peeubiarly smted It won’t do for another Every departure
destroys a class of sympathies There’s Capt Burney gone !
—what fun has whist now > what matters 1t what you lead, if
you can no longer fancy him looking over you? One never
hears any thing, but the 1mage of the particula: peison occurs
with whom alone almost you would care to share the intelli-
gence. Thus,one distnbutes orfeself about—and now for so
many parts of me I have lost the markdt Common natures
do not suffice me. Good people, as they are called, won’t
serve. 1 want individuals 1 am made up of queer paints
and I want so many an.wenng needles The going away
of friends does not make the remainder more précious [t
takes so much from them 3s there was a common Iink. A. B.
and C. make"a party. A. dies. B. not only loses A. but all
AJspart m C. C. loses A’s part in B,, and so the alphabet
sickens by subtraction of interchangeables I express myself
mnddily, capite dolente 1 have a dulling cold. My theory
is to enjoy life, but the practice 1s against1it 1 grow orpinously
tived oi! official conﬁnement. Thirty years have I served the
Philistings, “and my neck 1s not subdued to the yoke You
don’t know how wearisome 1t is to breathe the air of four pent
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walls without relief day after day, all the golden hours of the
day betwedn 10 and 4 without ease or interposshon. Tedet
me harum quotidianamum formarum, these pestilertial clerk
faces always 1n one’s dish O for aWew years between the
grave and the desk ! they are the same, save that af the latter
you are outside the machine, The foul enchanter—letters four
do form his name—Bumrane ts his name i hell_—that has
curtailed you of some domestic comforts, hath laid a heavier
hand on mg, not in present infliction, but 1n taking away the
hope of enfranchisement. 1 dare not whisper to myself a
Pension on this sid€ of absolute incapfcitation and 1gfymuty,
till years have sucked me dry  Qtium cum ndigmtate, "1 had
thought m a green old age (O green thought !) to have retired
to Ponder’'s End—emblematic name how beautiful | in the
Ware road, there to have made up my accounts with Heaven
and the Company, toddling about bétween 1t and Cheshl.g‘l?
anon stretching on some fing Izaac Wilton mornjpg to Hod-
desdon or Amwell, careless ag a Beggar, but walking, walking
ever, tll I fairly walkd myself off my legs, dying walking !

Tho hope 1s gone  } sielike Philomel all day (but not sing-
ng) with my breast against this thorn of a Desk, yith thesonly
hope that some Pulmonary afflicion may reheve me: Vide
Lord Palmerston’s report of the Clerks in the war office (De-
bates, this mornmg’s Times) by which 1t appears in 2q years,
as many Clerks have been coughd and catarrhd out of 1t into
their freer graves

Thank you for asking about the Pictures. Miiton hangs
over my,fire side in Covt Gard (when I am there), the Jest
have bgen sold for Zn ol sopg, wanting the’eloquent tongue
that should have set them off !

You have granfyd me with iking my meeting with Dodd.
For the Malvolio story—the thingeis become 1n venty a sad
task and 1 ke it out with any thing If I could slip out of it
I shd be happy, but our chief repyted assistants have forsalen
us. The optum eater crossed us once with a dazling path; and
hath as suddenly left us darkhng , and in short I shall go on
from dull to worse, because 1 cannot resist the Bookseller's
importunity—the old plea you know of authors, butal believe
on mpart sincere.

Hartley I do not so often see, but | never see him m unswel,
come hour. I thoroughly love and hopor him. *

I send you a frozen Epistle, bu 1t 15 winter an8'dead ine.
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of the year with me  May heaven keep something like spring
and summer up with you, strengthen your eyes and make mine
a little lifhter to encounter with them, &s I hope they shall yet
and agam, before all hre closed

Yours, mtkt every kind rembe C. L.

I had almost forgdot to say, 1 think you thoroughly nght
ahout prebentation copies I should like to see you print a
book I should grudge to purchase forits size  D——n me, but
1 woyld have it though !

[Joka' Lamb’s wilt left everything to hus brother. We must sup-
pose that his widow was indepewndently provided for. Idoubtif the
brothers had seen each other except casually for some time The
Blia essay “ My Relations " contamns John Lamb’s full-length por-
trait under’the name of James Elia

Captam Burney died on November 17, 1821 .
¢ The foul enchanter—Letters four dp form s name * _From Cole-
ndge’s war 'eclogue, ‘“Fire, Famine and Slaughter,” where the
letters form the name of Pitt  Hére they stand for Joseph Hume,
not Lamb's fricnd, but Joseph Hume, M P (1777-1855), who had
attacked with success’abuses in the East tndia Company, Wad re-
vised*econonvcally the system of collecting the revenue, thus touch-
ing Wordsworth as Distnbutor of Stamps ; and had opposed Van-
sittart’s scheme for the reduction of pension charges

* Vide Lord Palmerston’s report.” In the Times of March 21
18 the report of a dcbate on the estimates Palmerston proved a
certain amount of reduction of salary in the War Office. Incident-
ally he remarked that “ since 1810 not fewer than twenty-six clerks
had died of pulmonary complaints. and disorders ansing from
sedentary habits-"’ , .

Milton was the portrait, already described, which had been left
to Lamb, Lamb gave 1t as a dowry to Emma Isola when'she be-
came Mrd» Moxon

My meeting with Dodd,,  Malvolio story” In the essay
“ The Old Actors,” in the Lundon Magazine for Fehmary, 1822
(se¢ Vol II of this edition)

“ Qur chief reputed assistarts”  Hazlitt had left the London
Magaszine, Scatt, the original editor, was dead,

De Quincey, whose Confessions of an Optum-Eatcr were appear-
ing in 1ts pages, has left a record of a visit to the Lambs about this
time _ Seq his ¢ London Reminiscences ”

*“ Hartley ” Hartley Colendge, then 2 young man of tyenty-
five, was living 1n London after the unhappy sudden termmation of
tus Oxford career. ¢

Here shqplft come a brief note to Mrs Norns, dated March 26,
1822, given in the Boston Bibliophile edition,
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Here should come a letter from Lamb to William Godwin, dated

Apnil 13, 1n which Lamb remarks that he cannot think how Godwin,”
who 1n his writings never gxpresses himself disrespectfully of any
one but hus Maker, can have given offence ¢o Rickman. This re-
minds one of Godwin's remark about Colendge, ** God bless him—
to use aevulgar expression,” as recorded by Colenidge 1n gne of his
letters Lamb also said of Godwin {and to im)sthat he had read
more books that were not wéth reading than any man n I;Ingla.nd ]

LETTER 285
CHARLES LaMB TO W. HARRISBN AINSWORTH

[Dattd at end May 7, 1822 ]

EAR Sir,—I have read your poetry with pleasure. The:
4 tales are pietty and prettily told, the langufge often
finely postical It 1s only sometimes a° hittle careless, I me
as to redundancy I have marked certajn passagegin pencil
only, which will easily obliterate) for your consideration Ex-
cuse this hberty For the distinction you offer me of a dgdi-
cation,¥ feel the honoref w, but I do note thimk 1t would ad-
vantage the publication I am hardly on an emmepce enotigh
to warrant it The Reviewers, who are no friends of mine—
the two big ones especially who make a pomt of taking no
notice of anything I bring out—may take occasion by 1t to
decry us both But I leave you to your own judgment
Perhaps, if you wish to give me a kind word, 1t will be more
appropnate before your republication of Tourncur
The “Specunens”, would give a handle tosit, which the
poems nyght seem to want' But 1 submut 1t %o yourself with
the old recollection that “beggars should not be c‘:users »
and 1emam with great respect and wishing success to both
your pubhga.tlons
Your obet Sert
C. Lams.
No hurry at all for Tourneur.

Tuesday 7 May ’22

{William Harrison Amsworth (1805-1882), afterwards Rnowneas
a novelMt, was then articled to a Manchester solicitor, but had begun
his literary career. The book to which Lamb refers was called
The Works of Cheviot Tichburn, 1822, and was dedieated to hum
1n the following terms —* To my friend Charles Laml# %s a slight
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ark of gratitude for his kindness and admuration of ki character,
these poems are inscribed.” .

Aingworth was medltatmi an edition of the works of Cg'nl
Tourneur, anthor of  The Atheist’s Tragedy,” to whom Lamb had
drawn attention 1n the Dramaisc Specsmens, 1808. The book was
never puklished.]

LETTER 286
CHARLES LAaMB TO WILLIAM GODWIN
May 16, 1822

DE’\R Godwm —I sincerely feel for all yourtrouble Pray
use the enclosed /£ s®, and pay me when you can 1
shall make 1t my business to see you very shortly.
Youis truly
C Lawms.

L 4
{Owing Jargely to a ﬂ;w in the tatle-deed of hie house at 41 Skin-
ner Street, which he had to forfeit, Godwin had come upon poverty
gregter than any he had previously suffered, although he had been
always more or less necessitous  Lamb gow lent him £50  In the
follgwing year, after being mamnly mnstrumental i putting on foot
a fund for @odwin’s benefit, he transformed this loan into a gift
An' appeal was 1ssued 1n 1823 asking for £600, the following post-
script to which, in Lamb’s hand, is preserved at the South Ken-
sington Museum —

¢ There are few circumstances belonging to the case which
are not sufficiently adverted to in the above letter
“Mr. Godwin's opponent declares himself determined to

act against him with the last déree of hostiity  the law gives
hun the power the first week 1n Noverfiber to seize ipon Mr
Godwin'’s property, furnsture®books, &c. together with all his

rea'nt sources of income for the support of limself and his
amily. Mr Godwin has at this time made considerable pro-
gress in & worhtof greaf¥esearch, and requinng all the powers
of his m:ind, to the completion of which he had 13%1«& for future
pecuntary advantage  Jis mind 1s at this moment so entirely
occupied 1a this work, that he feels within himself the firmness
and resolution that no prospect of evil or calamuty shall draw
him off from 1t or suspend his labours  But the calamsty stself,
if permutted to arrive, will produce the physical impossibility
for Him to proceed. His books and the materials of his work,
as well as his present sources of income, will be taken fréin him.
Those materials have been the collection of several years, and
it wouldirequire a long time to replace them, 1f they could ever
be te;ﬂ&ce?.
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4 The favour of an earlg; answer 18 particularly réquested
that therextent of the funds supplied may as soon as pouiblé
be ascertained, partigularly as any aid, however igndly in-
tended, will, after the lapse of a very ifw weeks, become use-
less to the purpose 1n view,”

The fignatories to the appeal were Crabb Robmsbn %‘30),
William Ayrton (f,'xoL, Jogn Murray (£10%0s ), Charles Lamb
{£50), Lord Francis Leveson-Gower (£10), Lord Dudley (£s50),
the Hon W. Lamb (£20) and Sir James Macintosh Xf 10). Other
contributionsewere Lord Byron, £26 5s., T M. Alsager, £10,
;nd “A BC, by Chagles Lamb,” £10. A B C was S Walter

cott

The work on which Godwin was then labouring was his Htory
of the Commonwealth, 1824-1828° His new home was in the
Strand In 1833 he received the post of Yeoman Usher of the
Exchequer, which he held till his death m 1836, although, its duties®
'had vamshed erc then ]

LETTER 287
CHARLES LaMB 18 MRs JoHN LAMB

22 May 1823.

EAR Mrs Lamb, A letter has come to Arndld for Mrs.
Phillips, and, as I have not her address, I take this
method of sending 1t to you That old rogue's name 1s Sher-
wood, as you guessed, but as I named the shirts to hum, I
think he must have them Your character of him made me
almost repent of the bounty

You must consider this letter as Mary’s—for wniting letters
15 such a trouble and uts her to such twitters #amily modedty,
you knoW , 1t 15 the way with Tne, but I tiy to get over 1t) that
m pity I offer to do 1t for her — ®

We hold our intention of scemgpy Francg, but expect to see
you here fir#, as we do not go till the zoth of next month. A
steam boat goes to Dieppe, I see —

Chnistie has not sent to me, and®l suppose 1s ¢n no hurry to
settle the account I think in a day or two (if I do not hear
from you to the contrary) I shall refresh s memory

I am sorry I made you pay for two Letters I Reated 1,
and regpeated 1t ¢

Miss, Wright 15, marned, and I am a hamper 1n her debt,
which Ihope'will now not be remerflbered. She 1s i great
good humour, I hear, and yet out of spints.
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Where shall I get such full flavor'd Geneva agan ?

Old Mr Henshaw died last mght precisely at 4 past 11 —
He has%heen open’d by desire of Mrs* McKenna , and, where
his heart should havd been, was found a stone Poor Amold
1s incongplable, and, not having shaved since, looks ,deplor-
able . ‘

With our kind remembees to Caréline and your friends
We remain yours affectionaly C L ANDM LamMn

[Qccupying the entire margin up the lefi - hand sids of the
letter is, tn Mary Lasnb’s hand —]  *
I think ypu for your kind lette1, and owe you one m return,
but Charles 1s in such a hurfy to send this to be franked
Your affecate sister
M Lame

[On the ﬂg]zt—lmml. margin, beside the paragridph aboul
My Henvkhaw, 15 wntlen in the same hand, under lined -
He 1s not dead '

€

[John Lamb’s widew had been a Mgs Wowdcn, with an ynimarned
daughter, probably the Carohine referred to  The letter treats of
farly mattdr, which could not now be explamed even if 1t were
worth winle The Lambs were arranging a visit to Versailles, to
the Kenneys  Mr. Henshaw was L.amb's godfather, a gunsmith ]

LETTER 288
(Eragment)
CHARERS LAMB 10 MARY LaMB (in 1’ans)
[August, :822]
HEN you must walk gll along the Borough side of the
Seine facing*the Tuikenies There 15 a milg and a half
of,print shops and book stalls  If the latter were but Enghsh
Then there 1s a place wherdthe Pans people put all their dead
people and bring em flowers and dolls and ginger bread nuts
and sonnets and such tnfles  And thatis all T think worth
seemg as sights, except that the streets and shops of Pans are
themselves the best sight

« [The Lambs had left Eggland for France i June Whle they
were there Mery Lamb was taken 1]l again—n a diligence, according
to Moore-%#nd Lamb had to return home alone, leaving a letter, of



1822 A Rural Poet 615

which tiis 18 the only portion that has been preserved, for her guid-
ance on her retovery. It 15 also the only writing from Lamb to his
sister that exists. Mary Lamb, who had taken her nurse with her
in case of trouble, was soon well again, and 13 August had the com-
pany of Crabb Robinson in Paris  Mrs Aders was also there, and
Foss, thesbookseller in Pall Mall, and Jus brother And 15 was on
this viert that the Lambs met John Howard Payne?whom we shall
shortly see ) .

LETTER 289
CHARLFS LAMB 10 JOoHN CLARL

[
India House, 31 Aug, 1329

DEAR Clare—1 thank you heaftily for yous present 1 am

an inveterate old Londoner, but while I am among your
choice collections, 1 scem to be native to them, ands free of
the country The quantity of your observation has astomshed
me What have most pleased me have been Reco.llecuonQ
after a Ramble, and those (z1onga: Hill kthd of precésin eight
syllable lines, my favourite measure, such as Cowper Hill apd
Solhitudes In some of yout stpry-telling Ballads the provincial
pbrases sometimes startle me 1 think you are tgo profuse
with them In poetry s/ang of every kind 15 to be avoirded
Thete 1s a rstick Cockneyism, as hittle pleastng as oms of
London Transplant Arcadia to Helpstone  The true rustic
style, the Arcadian Enghsh, I think is to be found 1n Shenstone
Would his Schoolmistiess, the prettiest of poems, have been
better, if he had used quite the Goody’s own language > Now
and then a home rusticism 1$ fresh and staitlpg, but where
nothing 15’ gamed m %xpression, 1t 15 out of tenor It mdy
make folRs smile and stare, buf the ungenial coalition of bar-
barous with 1efined phiases will prevent you m the el from
being so generally tasted, as you deserve tq be Excuse my
freedom, afd®take the same liberty with my guans

I send you two little volumes of my spare hours They art
of all sorts, there 1s a methodist hyn.m for Sundays, and a taice
for Saturday mght Pray give them a place on your shelf
Pray accept a httle volume, of which I have [a] duplicate, that
1 may return 1n equal numbei to your welcome presengs

I think I am indebted to you for a sonnet in the London for
August

Since I saw you I have been n Frange, and have eaten frogs
The micest hittle rabbity things you ever tasted, Do%8ok about
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for them Make Mrs Clare pick off the hind quarters, boil
them plam, with parsley and butter The foré quarters are
not soxgood  She may let them hop off by themselves

Yours sincerely, CHAs LAMB.

{Johtf Clare {1793-1864) was the Northamptonshire poct whom
the London MagasAne had mtroduceg to fame  Octavius Gilchnist
had played to him the same part that Capell Lofft had to Bloomfield.
His first volume, Poems Descriptive of Rural Life and Scenery,
was published i January, 1820, his next, The Village Minstrel,
¢ September of the next year These he had probably sent to
Lamb. Helpstone wds Clare’s birthplace. ' Lamb’s two little return
vollimes were his Works  The sonnetin the August London Maga-
#ine was not signed by Clare* It runs thus —

ro EniA

ELIA, thy tevenes and vision'd themes

Yo Care's lorn heart a luscious pleasure prove$

wVild as the paystery of dehghtful dreams,

Soft as the anguish of, remember’d love
Like records of past days their momory dances

Mid the cool feelings Manhood's reason brings,
A« the unbarthly visions of*1onfinces

Peopled with sweet and uncrcated thmgs , ~
7\nd yet thy themes thy gentle woith «nhances !

Then wake again thy wild harp’s tenderest strings,
>ing on, sweet Baid, It fairy loves again

Smle in thy dreams, with angel ecstacies
Biight o'cr our souls will brcak the he ivenly stramn

I'hrough the dull gloom of carth’s 1ealities

Clare addressed to Lamb a sonnet an his Dramatic Spectmens which
was printed in*Hone’s Year Book i 1831.¢ .

Here should come a letter from Lamb to Ayrton dated Sept. 5,
1822, refernng to the writer’s ¢ drunken caput ™ and ioss of memory.

Here should come a letter from Lamb to Mrs James Kenney,
dated Sept 11, 1822, 1n which Lamb says that Mary Lamb had
reached home safely from France, and that she fanefl to smuggle
@rabb Robinson's waistcoat He adds that the Custom House
people could, not comprebtnd how a waistcoat, marked Henry
Robinson, could be a part of Miss Lamb’s wearing apparel At the
end of the letter 1s a charming note to Mrs Kenney’s hittle girl, Sophy,
whom Lamb callw his dear wife, lle assures her that the few short

s of sonnubial fehicity which he passed with her among the pears
and apricots of Vervailles were some of the happiest of hia life.]
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LETTER 290
CHARLES LAMB 10 BLRNARD BARTON

India Houlse, 11 Sept 1822,

DEAR Sir—You have misapprghended me sadly, if you
suppose that I meant to impute awy nfconsistency (in
your writing poetry) with yow rehgious profession. J do not
remember what I said, but 1t was spoken sportively, I am sure,
One of my levihes, which you are not so used to as my older
friends * I probably was thmking of the jight m which youf so
ndulging yourself would appear to Quakers, and puk sheir
objection m my own foolish mowh I would eal my words
(provided they should be wntten on not very coarse paper)
rather than I would throw cold water upon your, and my once,
harmless occupation I have read Napoleon and the'rest with
delight 9 lhke them for what they are, and for what they arg
not I have sickened on the modern rhadomontada & Byron-
1sm, and your plain Quakerish Beauty has captivated me It
15 all wholesome cates, aye, and toothsome too, and withal
Quakerbh If 1 were GRoige Fox, and Gevrge Fox Licenser
of the Press, they should have my absolute IMPRINATUR® I
hope I have removed the impression .

I am, like you, a pnisoner to the desk I have been chamed
to that gally thurty years, a long shot I have almost grown to
the wood 1f no imagmative poet, I am sure I am a figurative
one Do “ Friends ” allow puns ? verdu/equivocations —they
are unjustly accused of 1t, and I did my Dittle best in the “ 1m-
perfect Sympathies ” o vindicate them o

I am very tired of clerkmg it but have no remedy Ihd you
see a sonnet 1o this purpuse m the Examner >—

¢ Wha first invented Work—awd tied thg free
Ardeholy-day rejoyeing spint down

‘1 0 the ever-haunting importunity

Of business, 1 the green fieldsp and the town—

To plough—-loom—anvil --spade—&, oh, mos? sad,
To this dry drudgery of the desk’s dead wood ?
Who but the Being Unblest, ahen from good,
Sabbathless Satan ! he who his unglad

Task ever phes ‘mid rotatory burnings,

That round and round incalculably reel—

For wrath Divine hath made him like a wheel—

In that red realm from whence ar® no returnings,,
Where toihing and turmoiling ever and a‘ze o®
He, and lus ghts, keep pensive worky-day ” L
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I fancy the sentiment exprest above will be nearly your own,
the expression of 1t probably would not so well smt with a
followeg of John Woolman But I donot know whether diabol-
1sm 1s a part of your rreed, or where mdeed to find an exposition
of yout creed at all  In feelngs and mitters not dogmatical,
I hope ! am half 4 Quakes  Beheve me, with great respect,
yours v C Lamu

I shall always be happy to sce, o1 hear from vou —

-

[ 1his 15 the first of the letters to Bernird Barton (1784 1849), 2
clerk 1n a bank at Woedbiidge, in Suffolk; who was known as the
Qua et poet Lamb had met hum at a Lordon Magazine dinner at
13 Waterloo Place, and had apparently saidsomething about Qualkers
and poetry which Barton, on thinking it over, had taken too sen
ously Bernard Barton was already the author of four volumes of
poetry, &f which Napoleon and other Poems was the latest, pub
hshed in 1b22 Lamb™ ewsay on ¢ lmperfect Sympathies” had
Been prunted in the London Magazine for August, 1821 For
John Wotdman, see fute on pagg. 93 The <onnet ‘ Work ' had
been printed in the Examiner, Afgust 29 1819}

LET1ER 241
CHAR1¥S T AMB 70 BARRON FIFID
Sept 22, 1622
\ Y dear 1 ,—1 scnbble hastily at office  Frank wants
- my letter presently I & sister are just returned from
Pans'' We have eaten frogs It has been such a treat!
You know our monotonous gemeral Tenor Frogs are the
nxcest lttle dalicate tlings— 1abbity flavoured Imagine a
Liliputian rabbit' They fridassee them , but m thy mind,
drest seethed, plain, with parsley and butter, would have been
the decision of Apicius Shelley the great Atheist has gone
down by water to eternal fiie ! Hunt and his young fry are
lgft sttanded at Pisa, to be adopted by the 1emaming duum-
vir, Lord Byron—Mis wife &nd 6 chuldren & ther maxd  What
a cargo of ]’onases, if they had foundered too' The only
use I can find of fitends, is that they do to bortow money of
you Hencefoith I will consort with none but nich rogues
Pans 15% glonous picturesque old City  London looks mean
and New to it, as the town of Washington would, seen after
¢« Butthgy have no ¢ Paul’s or Westminster Abbey  The
Semne, sovgauch despised by Cockneys, 1s exactly the size to
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run thro' a magnificent street, palaces a mile long on one

side, lofty Edinbro’ stone (O the glonious antiques '} houses on?
the other The Thames disunites London & Southwgrk 1

had Talma to supper with me He hasypicked up, as I be-

heve, an authentic portrait of Shakspere He paid a bioker

about £%0 Enghsh forit 1Itis painted on the one Aalf of a

pan of bellows—a lovely pycture, corresporting with the Folo

head The bellows hasold carved wings 10und it, and round

the visnomy 1s 1nscubed, near as I iemember, not divided mmto

thyme—I foiind out the 1hyme—

.
“ Whom hive we here,
Stuch on this bellogs,
But the Prince of grood fellows,
Willy Shakapere?”

At top—

* O base and cow wrd fuch !
I o be here studk —POINS ©

At botfom—

¢ My ! rather a gloricus Igt 1s to lum assignd,
Who, like the Almighty, tdes upon the wrad —Pis101

This 1s all m old carved wooden letters  The countenance
smiling, sweet, and intellectual beyond measure, even a. He
was immeasmable It may be a forgery They laugh at me
and tell me Ireland 1s in Pans, and has been putting off a por-
trait of the Black Punce  How far old wood may be imitated
I cannot say Ireland was rot found out by his parchments,
but by his poetty I*am confident no painter®on either sifle
the Charhel could have pamtet any thing near hke the face I
saw Agam would such a pamter and forger have ekpected
£ 40 for a thimg, if authentic, worth £ 4000? Talma 1s not
the secret, *far he had not even found out the rhymes mn the
first nseription . He 1s coming over with 1t, and, my hfe wo
Southey’s Thalaba, 1t will gain unifersal faith .

The letter 1s wanted, and I am wanted Imagine the blank
filled up with all kind things

Our jomnt hearty remembiances to both of you Yours as
ever, C. Lams.

[Frank was Francis John Field, BarrBn Field’s brqgther, in the
India House
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Shelley was drowned on July 8, 1822,

Taima was Frangois E]’)gseph Talma (1763-1826), the great French
Lraged.v? . Lamb, mtroduced by John Howard Payne, saw him 1n
 Regulus,” but not understanding French was but muildiy mter-
ested *“ Ah,” sard Talmain the account by James Kenney printed
in Henry Angelo’s Pic Nic, ** 1 was not very happy to-mght ; you
must see mein ‘ Scylla’” ' Incidit an Scyllam,” said Lamb, * qui
vult vitare Charybarm » ¢ Ah, you are a rogue, you are a great
rogue,’was Talma's reply Talma had bought a pair of bellows
with Shakespeare’s head on 1t Lamb’s behef in the authenticity
of this portrait was musplaced, as the following account from
CEambers’ Fournal for September 27, 1856, will show —

About the latter part of the last century, one Zincke, an artist
of little note, but grandson of the celebrated enameller of that
name, manufactured hctitious Shakespeares by the score . . .
The most famous of Zincke’s productions 1s the well-known
Talma Shakespeare, which gentle Charles Lamb made a pil-

rimage to Paris to see, and when he did see, knell down and

1sve¢ with idolotrous venenation  Zincke painted it on a
larger panel than was necessary for the size of the picture,
and then cut away the superfinous wood, so as to leave the re-
mainder 1 the shape of a pair of bellows Zircke pro-
bably was thinking of * a muse of fire *’ when he adopted this
strange method of raising the wind, but he made little by it,
for the dealer 1nto whose hands the picture passed, sold it as
a curnosity, not an onginal portrait, for £5 The buyer, being
a person ot ingenuity, and fonder of money than curiosities,
fabricated a senes of letters to and from SHir Kenelm Digby,
and, passing over to brance, planted—the slang term used
among the lews honest of the cunosity-dealing fraternity—the
picture and the letters in an old chiteau near Parie  Of course
a confedeicte managed to discover th* plant, in the presence
of witnesses, and great was~he excitement that en.ued Sir
Kenelm Digby had been in France in the reign of Charles 1.,
anqa the fictitious correspondence proved that the picture was
an onginal, and had been painted by Queen Ehzabeth’s com-
mand, on the hid of her favounte par of bellows'

It really would seem that the more absurd a deception s, the
better 1t gucceeds  All" Pans was 1in delight at possessing an
ongnal Shakespeare, while the London amateurs were in des-
parr at such a treasure being lost to England The ingenmious
gerson soon found a purchaser, and a high price recompensed

i for his trouble But more remamns to be told. The
happy purchaser took his treasure to Ribet, the £ist Par-
iman picture-cleaner of the day, to be cleaned. Ribet set
to work , but we may fancy his surprise as the superficial sm-
pastc of Zincke washed off beneath the sponge, and Shake-
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speare became a female 1 a lofty headgear adorned with bluc
ribbons  * !
In a furious passion the ;l)urchaser ran to the sellery ¢ Let
us talk over the affair quietly, * said the latter, ¢ I have been
cheated as well as you let us keep the matter secret, if we
let the public know it, all Paris and even London tog, will be
laughmng at us I will return yof your mjpney, and tahe back
the picture, if you will etnploy Ribet to restore 1t to the same
condition as it was 1n when you recerved 1t This fair pro
position was acceded to, and Ribet restored the picture but
as he wad a supertor artist to Zincke, he greatly improved it,
and 'this tmprovement was attributed tq hus skill as a clearfer
The secret being kept and the picture improved by clearsng,
being agamn n the market lalma the great Tragedian, pur
chased 1t at even a higher price than that iven by the first
buyer Talma valued 1t highly, enclosed it in a case of
morocco and gold and subscquently refused 1000 Napoleons
for1it and even when at last its wholg history was disclosed,
he stilf cheriched 1t as a genuine memorial of the great bard »
»

iy
By kind pcrmission of Mr B B MacGeo;ge, the owner both of
the letter and bellows I was enabled to give a reproduction of the

portrait Jn my large cdition, | .
Ireland was the wthor of Voitigern  the forged play attribuged
to Shahespeae ]

LEITLR 292
CHARIES Tavi 10 JoUN HOWARD PAYNE

[Autumn, 1622

FAR Puyne A fitend nd fellow derk of mine, Mi

White (a gond fellow, coming to your sparts, I woull

fam hwefaccompinied hun bt am forced mstesd to send a

part of me, verse and prose most of 1t from 20 to 3¢ yeais
old, such as I then was, and I am ngt much altered

Pans, whrh I hudly knew whethet I Iiked when [ was m
1, 15 1n object of no small magmiude with me now 1 wane
to be gomng, to the Jardm des Plintts (1s that ught, Lowsa ?)
with vou to Pere de 11 Chaise, 12 Morgue, and all the
sentunent thties  How 1 lalmd, and his (my) deir Shak
speare ? .

N B My fnend White knows Pans thoroughly, and doeb
not want a guide We did, and had one 'We hoth jom
thanks Do you 1emember a Blue Si%k CGurl (English) at the
Luxembourg, that did not much seem to attend to the®ictures,

vit—3
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who fell i love with you, and whom I fell in love with—an
mquisitive, prying, cunous Beauty——where is she'?
Voir: Trés Humble Servilenr,
CHARLOIS AGNEAU,
alias C {,AMB

Guichy 1s well, 4nd much as usual  He seems bind to all
the distinctions of hife, except to th8se of sex Remembrance
to Kenny and Poole

[John Howard Payne (1792-1852) was born in New Yark He
began Life as an actor mn 180g as Young Ndrval 1 * Douglas,” and
made s ¥nghsh dibut 1n 1813 m the same part For several
years he hved either 1n Londen or Paris, wherc among his friends
were Washington Irving and Talma. He wrote a number of
plays, and m on- of them, * Clari, or the Maid of Milan,” 15 the
song ¢ Home, Sweet Home,” with Bishop’s muse, on which
his mimortality rests ¢+ Pavne dicd in Tums, where he was
‘American Consul, i 1852, and when i 1883 he was remterred at
Washinglon, it was a% the author of ¢ Ifome, bweet Home” He
seems to have heen a charmung but 1ll-starred man, whom to hnow
wio 10 love

Mr White was *Eidward White of the India House, By whom
Latnb prokably «ent a copy of the 1818 edition of hs Works.
Lowsa was Lowsa Holcroft Guchy was poswubly the French-
man, mentioned by Crabb Robinwon, with whom the Lambs had
travelled to France Poole was, 1 1magine, John Poole, the drama-
tist, author of bhurlesque plays in the London Magazine and later
of “ Paul Pry,” which, i1t 1s qmte likely, he based on Lamb’s
sketch ** Tom Pry ']

LETTER 293
CHARIES LAME TOQ, BEARNARD BARTON,
[Dated at end 9 October 1822 ]

EAR Sir--17m ashain’d not sooner to have achnowledged

your letter and poem I think the latter‘very temper-

ate, very serious and very.seasonable I do not think it will

convert the club at Pisa, herther do I think it will satisfy the

bigots on our side the water  Something hke a parody on the
song of Anel would please them better

' bull fathom five the Atheist hes,

Of hns, bones are hell-dice made —

1 want trge, or fancytto fill up the rest I sincerely sym-
pathise w.th you on your doleful confinement Of Time, Health,
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and Riches, the first in order 1s not last in excellence. Riches
are chiefly good, because they give us Time What a weight
of weartsome prison hours have [I] to look back and fBrward
to, as quite cut out [of] ife—and the sting bf the thing 1s, that
for six hours every day I have no busmess which I cquld not
contract into two, if they would let me work Task-work |
shall be glad to hear that ysur gnievance 1s mitigated

Shelly I saw once His voice was the most obnoxious
squeak I ever,was tormented with, ten thousand times worse
than the JLaureat’s, whose voice 1s the worst part about him,
except his Laureatcy ' Lord Byron open® upon him on Mpn-
day in a Parody (I suppose) of the “ Vision of Judyment,” mn
which latter the Poet I think did not much show Zrs  To
award his Heaven and his Hell m the presumptuous manner
he has done, was a piece of immodesty as had as Shelteyism

1 am retprnmng a pom letter 1 was farmerly a great Scrib-
bler i that way, but my hand ;is out of o.lder If I said my
head too, I should not he very much out, but I will tell no
tales of myself 1 will therefore end (after my best thanks,
with a hgpe to see you again,some time m London), hegging
you to accept this Letteret for a Letter—a Leveret, make# a
better present than a grown hare, and short troubles (as the
old excuse goes) are hest

1 hear that C Lloyd 15 well, and has returned to his family
I think this will give you pledsure to hear

1 remain, dear Sir, yours truly C LAMBR

E.1 H
g Ogt. 22

[Barton *had just published his®Verses on the Death of P B
Shellgy, a lament for misapplied gentus  The club at Pisa réferred
particularly to Byron, Leigh Hunt, and Trelawney. Trelawney
placed three lnes from Ariel’s song 1n ¢ The Tempest ” on Shelley’s
monument , but whether Lamb knew this, or his choice of rival lines,
18 a coincidence, T do not know  Trelogvney chose th'e hines —

Nothing of lum that doth fade
But doth suffer a sea-change
Into something rich and strange

There 18 no other record of Lamb's meeting with Shelley, w'ho, by
the way, fdmired Lamb's writings warmly, particularly Mrs, Les-
cester’s School (see the letter to Barton, Aygust 17, 1824).

Byron's Vision of Fudgment, a burlesque of Southey’s poem of
the same name, was printed in The Lsberal for 1822 ]  ®
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LETTER 294
CHARLFS LAMB TO B, R HAVDON

India House, gth October, 1822

EAR Haydon, oo ,Godwin has been turned éut of his
house dnd *usiness m Skigner Stieet, and 1f he does
not pay two years’ arrears of 1ent, he will have the whole
stock, furmture, &¢, of his new house (in the Strand) seized
when tem begins  We are trymg to rase a sitbscription for
hifn My object in gwniting this 15 simply to ask you, 1f this 1s
a lnd of case which would be likely to nterest Mrs  Coutts
m his behalf, and /o eyour opimon 1s the best person to
speak with her on hishehalf  Without the aid of from /300 to
4400 Ry that time, early m November, he must be 1uned
You are the only person I can think of, of het acquaintance
eand can, perhaps, if not yowself, iecommend the ferson most
likely t¢anfluence mr  Shelldy had engaged to (lear him of
all demands, and be has gont down to the deep msolvent
Yours tiuly,

¢ Laus
Is Sir Walter to be apphed to, and by what ¢hannel ?

[Mrs Coutts was probabh Harmot Mcllon, the actress, widow
of the banker, Thoma~ Coutts, and afterwards Duchess of St
Albans  She had playud the part of the heroine Melewnda m
“Mr. H™}

IEITER 295
CHARYFS LAMB To JorrtN HowrD PAYNE
. L]

Thursday |Oct 22, 1822

“ A LI Pacha” will do, [ sent my wster the fist might, not

having been able to go myself, and hec weport of its
effect was most favourable 1 saw it lust mght  the third mght
- and it wag most satsfictonly recened I have been sadly
disappointed m  Talfourd, who does the cntiques m the
“Times,” and who promised hus strenuous services, but by
sume damn’d arrangement he was sent to the wrong house, and
a most mquitous account of Ah substituted for his, which I am
sure would have been a lind one I'he “Morming Herald ”
did 1t ample justie, Without appearng to puff it It s an
abomunddble musrepresentation of the “Times,” that Farren
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played Ali like Lord Ogilby He acted nfirmity of body, but
not of voice or purpose His manner was even grand A
grand old gentleman His falling to the earth when hi$ son’s
death was announced was fine as anything’I ever saw It was
as if he had been blasted Miss Foote looked helplgss and
beautiful; and greatly helped the prece It 13 gowng on steadily,
1 am sure, for many nights  Marry, 1 was a lttle disap-
pomnted with Hassan, who tells us he subsists by cracking
court jests before Hal, but he made none In all the rest,
scenery and maclnner¥, it was faultiess 1 hope 1t will brning
you here 1 should be most glad of tha® 1 have a rogm,for
you, and you shall order your own dinner three days in the
week 1 must retain my own authonty for the rest As far
as magaznes go, I can answer for Talfourd mn the * New
Monthly ” He cannot be put outthere  But 1t 1s est2blished
as a favougite, and can do without theserexpletives I long to
talk over with you the Shakspeare Pictuiec My doubts of its
Lemg a forgery mamly rest upon the goolness of the picture
The bellows might be tiumped up. but where did the panger
spring frgpm?  Is Iieland @ cgnsummate artist  or any of Ire-
land’s accomplices® Dbut we shall confer upon it, I hope
The “New 1imes,” I undeistand was favorable to ¢ Aly,” bt
I have not seen it [ am sensible of the want of method n
this letter, but 1 have been deprived of the connecting organ,
by a practice I have fallen into smce 1 left Pans, of taking too
much strong spints of a night I must return to the Hotel de
IEurope and Macon

How 1s Kenney? Have you seen my friend White?
What 1 .l‘oo]e about? dc¢ ® 1)0 not write, but come an
answer me

The weather 15 charming, and there 15 « mermaid to fe seen
m London  You may not have the spportunity of mspecting
such a Porshsde once agam m ten centuries

My sister joms me¢ mn the hope of seemg you

Yotis tiuly, € Lamm

[Lamb had met John ITowaid Payne, the Amurican dramatist,
at Kenney's, m France ¢ Ali Pacha,” a melodrama in two acts,
was produced at Covent Garden on October 19, 1822 1t rdn altes
gether sifteen nights  Willlam Larren played the hero Lord
Ogleby, an antiquated fop, 1s a charactgr in ** The Clandestine
Marnage” by Colman and Garrick. Miss Foote playéd_Helena
See notes to the letter above for other references }
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LETTER 296
CHARELES LAMB TO B R HAvYDON

Tuesday, 29th [October, 1822]

DEAR H., I have wntten a very respectful letteréo Sir W
S Godwimn «hd not write, because he leaves all to his
commuitee, as [ will explamn to you If this rascally weather
holds, you will see but one of us on that day
Yours, with many thanks,
C Lams

LEITER 297
CHARIFS LAME TO S1R WALTER SCOTT

East India House, London,
29th October [822

EAR Sn, —I hyve to acknowledge yow kind attenuon to
my ipphcation to My, Haydon I have transmtted
yeur draft to M (;[odwin]’s commuttee as an anonymous con-
tubution thiough me  Mr Hayden desires hus thanks and
bést respsets to you, but was desnous that [ should write to
you on this occasion I cannot pass over your kind expres-
sions as to myself  Itis not hikely that I shall ever find my-
self m Scotland, but should the event ever happen, I should
be proud to pay my respects to you in your own land My dis-
patagement of heaths and lughlands—if 1 said any such thing
in half earnest, —you must put down as a piece of the old Vul-
pme policy I must make the most of the spot 1 am chamed
to, and console myself for my flat destiny as well as [ am able
I know very well our mole-hills are not mountams, but I must
cocker them up and make them look as big and as handsome
as [ can, that we may buth be satisfied Allow me to express
the pleasuie I feel on an occasion given me of wiiting to you,
and to subscribe myself, dear sir, your obliged and respectful
servant,
CHARLES LAMB

|See note to the letter to Gudwin above Lamb and Scott
uever met ‘Talfourd, however, tells us that * he ueed, to speak
with gratitude and pleasure of the circumstances under which he
saw him once in Fleet-street A man, in the dress of a mechanic,
stopped hifm just at Inner Temple-gate, and sad, touching hus hat,
‘1 beg yow pardon, sir, but perhaps you would hke to see Sir
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Walter Scott, that is he just crossing the road ,’ and Lamb stam-
mered out his hearty thanks to his truly humane informer

Mr Lang has recently discovered that also mn 1818 of there-
abouts Sir Walter invited Lamb to Abbotsfogd ]

LETTER 298
CHARLES LAMBs10 THOMAS ROBINSON

[Dated at end Nov 11, 1822]

EAR Si, We have to thank you, or Mrs Robinsop—
for I think her*name was on the dnection—for the best
pig, which myself, the warmest of pig-lovers, ever tasted® *The
dressing and the sauce were pron8unced incomparable by two
fniends, who had the good fortune to drop m to dmner yester-_
day, but I must not mix up my cook’s praises with my
acknowledgments , let me but have leave to say that she and
we did yolir pig justice I should dilate on the crackling—done
to a turn—but I am afraid M5 Clarkso®, who, 1 hedr, 1s with
you, will set me down as an Eficure  Let it suffice, that you
have sppil’d my appetite for boilled mutton, for some time’ to
come Your brother Hemy partook of the cold rehcs— by
which he might gne a good guess at what 1t had bden Ao/
With our thanks, pray convey our kind respects to Mrs
Robinson, and the Lady before mentioned
Yow obhged Sert
CHARLES LAMB
India House
11 Nov 22

. » . -
[This lgtter 1s addressed to R Robinson, Esq , Bury, Suffolk, but
I think there 1s no doubt that Thomas Robinson was the recipient
Thomas Robmson of Bury St Edmunds was Henry Crabb
Robinson’s brother. Lamb’s “Dissertation qn Roast Pig” had
been printed i the London Magasine in September, 1822, and this
pi1g was one of the first of many such gifts that came 1o him ]

LETTER 299
CiiARLkS LAMB 10 JoHN HowArD PAYNE

Wednesday, 13 Novembe?, 22

EAR P —Owmng to the mconvenignce of having two lodg-
mgs, I did not get your letter quite so soon as I should
The India House 1s my proper address, wheie 1 aft? sure for
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the fore part of every day The mstant I got it, I addressed
‘a letter, for Kemble to see, to my frnend Henry Robertson, the
Treaswer of Covent Garden Theatre He had a conference
with Kemble, and the result 15, that Robertson, in the name
of the management, recognized to me the full rat1fym§ of your
bargain” £250 for Al, the Slaves, and another piece which
they had not recen'td  He assures me the whole will be paid
you, or ‘the propoition for the two former, as soon as ever the
Treasury will pexmit 1t He offered to wnite the_same to you,
if I pleased  1le thinks m a month or so they will be able to
hquidate it He 15 positne no tuck could be meant you, as
Mr ‘' Planch4’s alterations, which were trifiing, were not at all
considered as affecting yous hargain  With respect to the copy-
,nght of Ali, he was of opinion no money would be given for
it, as Al 15 quite lauid aside  Tlus explanation being given,
you would not think of prmting the two copies together by way
" of recnmination  He told me the seuet of the two Galley
Slaves at' Druiy Lank  Klhston, +f he 15 informed nght, en-
gaged Poole to translate it, but before Poole’s translation
arnved, finding 1t comng out at ¢ ov, Gar, he procureg copres
of {wo several translations of it in Tondon  So you see here
are four franslations, 1eckonmg yoms 1 fear no copynght
would be got for it, for anybody may punt it and anybody
has  Your’s has tun seven mights, and R 15 of opmion 1t will
not exceed v number of mghts the mghts of Al,—about
thirteen  But your full nght to your bargamn with the manage-
ment 1s m the fullest manner recognized by him officially
He gave mc every hope the money will he spared as soon as
tHey can spare..  He said « month o1 i wo, hut seethed to me
to mean about « ment/i A new lady 1s commg out in Julet,
to whe.n they look very confidently for replemshing their
treasury, Robertson 15 g vety good fellow and I can iely
upon his statement  Should you have any more peces, and
want to get a copyright for them, I am the worst person to
negotiate witl any bookse'ler, having been cheated by all I
have had to do with (except Taylor and Hessey,~ but they do
not publish theatrical peces), and I know not how to go about
it, or who to apply to  But if you had no better negotator, 1
slrould know the mmmum you expedt, for 1 should ng* like to
make a bargam out of my own head, bemng (after the Duke of
 Wellington) the worst of'all negotators I find from Robert-
son you kave wntten to Bishop on the sulyject Have you
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named anything of the copynght of the Slaves R thinks no
publisher would pay for 1t, and you would not t1sque 1t on your*
own account  This 1s a mere business letter, 50 1 will jast send
my love to my hitle wife at Versailles, to her dear mothei, etc
Behev.e me, yours iruly, CL

[Payne’s translation of theyFrench play was*produced at Covent
Garden on November 6, 1822, under the title *‘ The Roldier’s
Daughter” On the same might appeared a rival version at Drury
Lane entitled * Two Galley Slaves ¥  Payne's was played eleven
times  The new lady as Juhet was the other Fanny Kelly mot
Lamb's Fanny H. Kelly, fiom Dublin “The revival began, on
November 14 Planche was James Robinson Plancheqr7g6-1880),
the most prolific of librettists  Rob¥rt Willlam Lliiston, of whom
Lamb later wrote <o finely, was then managing Drury Lane

* Having beun cheated ”  Lamb’s particular 1eferencg was to

Baldwin (see the letter to Barton, Jan 9, 1823)

¢ The Nuke of Wellington ™ A refercnce to the Duke’s fallurs
m 1epresenting Fagland at the Congress of Powers in Vienna an
Verona.

Lamb's  dear little wite ’ was Sophy kenney ]

LEITER 300
Mary LayaB 10 MRS James KeNNEY

[No date ¢ Early December, 1822

l\/ Y dear Frend, I[low do you hke Haiwood? Is he
not a noble boy ? 1 congiatulate you most heartily on
this happy meetmg, and only wish [ were present to witness it
Come back with Hatweod, 1 am dymg to see yuu™ we will tark,
that 15, y8u shall talk and I wi® bsten from ten m the mormng
1]l twelve at mght My thoughts are often with you, aad you
childien’s dear faces arc perpetually before me  Give them
all one addgtional kiss every mommg for me  Remembes
thete’s one for [ owsa, one to Ellen, one to Betsy, one w
Sophud, vne to James, onc to Teiesa, one to Virginia, and one
to Charles  Blless them all' When shall 1 ever see them
agam ? Thank you a thousand times for all yowr kindness to
me | know you will make hght of the trouble my lllnesq gave
you, by the 1ecollection of 1t often sits heavy on my hea®t
If I could ensure my health, how happy should I be to spend
a month with you every summer !
When I met M1 Kenney there, I sadly repented “that I had
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not dragged you on to Dieppe with me. What a pleasant time
we should have spent there !

Youv shall not be jealous of Mr. I'ayne Remember he
did Charles and I gvod service without grudge or grumbling
Say to him how much ! regret that we owe him unreturnable
obligatiéns , for 1 sl haw: my old fear that we shill never
see him agam [ Yeceived great phasure from seemng his two
successful pieces My love to your boy Kenney, my boy James,
and all my dear girls, and also to Rose , T bope she still drinks
wige with you Thank Lou-Lou for her httle hit of letter I
am in a fearful huirypor I would write tb her  Tell my firend
the*Pdetess that I expect some French verses from her shortly
I have shewn Betsy’s and Shphy’s letteis to all who came near
me, and they have heen very much admmred Dear Fanny
‘broughteme the bag Good soul you are to thmk of me!
Manning has promised to make Fanny a visit thig moming,
happy girl ' Miss James 1 often see, I thmk never without
talkmg of you Ohthe dear Idng dicary Boulevards ! how I
do wish to be just now stepprdg out of a Cuckoo mto them !

“arewel, old tngd fnend, may we mect agam ! Wpuld you
coyld bring your house with all its noisy mmates, and plant 1t,
garden, ghbles and all, i the mudst of Covent Gaiden

Yours ever most affectionately,
M LaMB

My best 1espects to your good neighbours

[Harwood was Harwood Holcrott

* Lowsa,” etc  Mrs Kenncy’s children by her first marnage
were Lowsa, Elen, Betsyand Soplug Ry her secondy with Ken-
ney, the others  Charles was named Charlcs 1 amb Kenney

w Payne’e. two successful pieces "—“ Al Pacha” and “The
Soldier's Daughter

Fanny was Fannpy Holcmoft, Mrs Kcnney's stepdaughter

Miss Kelly has added to this letter a few wordseof affection to
Mrs Kenney from ‘ the real old onginal Fanny Kellv ”

Charles Lamb also contributed to this letter a few lines to James
Kenney, expressing his readiness to meet Moore the poet He
adds that he made a hit at him as Little in the London Magas:ine,
which though no reason for not meeting hum was a reason for not
voluntegring a visit to him  The reference 15 to the sonnet to

arry Cornwall in the London Magazme for September, 1820,
beginmng—

.
¢Let hate, or grosser heats, their foulness mask
ve: Neath niddling Junius, or in L—  ¢’s name
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The second line was altered in Lamb's Album Verses, 1830, to—

Under the vizor of a borrowed name.]

LETTER j3o1
CHARLES LAME TO §OHN 'I;AYLOR

[Dated Dec 7, 1822 |

EAR §jr,—1I should like the enclosed Dedication to be
pnnted, unless you dishke it I hke it It 1s m,the
olden style But if'you object to it, put forth the bgok,as it
1s  Only pray don’t let the Printer mistake the word” cur?

for curst

C L
Dec 7, 1822
DEDICATION

TO THF FRIFNDLY ’\.NI) ]Ul)IC’OU“‘, READ].&R,
’

Who will take these Papers, as they were meant, not untier-
standim} every thing pénéisely m the absolute and Ijeral
sense, but giving fan constiuction as to an after-dmner con-
versation , allowmg for the rashness and necessary mcomplete-
ness of first thoughts, and not remembenng, for the purpose
of an after taunt, words spoken peradsenture after the fourth
glass The Author wishes (what he would will for himself)
plenty of good fuends to stand by him, good books to solace
him, prosperous events to all his honest undertakings, and a
candid mterpretatiors to Jus most hasty wosds and actis
The other sort (and be hopessmany of them will purchase his
book too) he greets with the curt invitation of Timea, ¢ Un-
cover, dogs, and lap ”’ or he dismusses them with the confident
secunity of ,the philosopher, “you beat but on the case of
ELIA”
C.L
Dec 7, 1822

[Elsa  Essays whuh have appeared under that signature in the
London Magazine was just about to be published 7The bgok
came ot with no preface

* You beat but on the case” When Anaxarchus the philoso-
pher, was being pounded to death in % mortar, by gommand o!
Alexander the (reat, he made use of this phrase .After these
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words, in Canon Anger’s transcript, Lamb remarks —** On better
‘tonsideration, pray omit that Dedication The Essays want no
Preface s they arc all Preface A Preface 1s nothing but a talk
with the reader, and they do nothing else  Pray omt 1t

“ There will be a sort of Preface m the next Magazine, which
may act as an advertisement, but not proper for the volume

* Let EL1a come forth bar® as he was born

The sort of Preface in the next mggazine (January, 1823) was
the ¢ Character of the [ ate Iilia,” used as a preface to the Last
Essays in 1833 ]

LETTER 302,
GHARLES LaMB TO WALTFR Wil SON

E T H 16dec 22
EAR Wilson
Lrghtenng 1 was gomg to call you—

«+ You must have thought me neghgent m not dnswerng
your letter sooner sBut I have a habit of never wnting
Jetters, but at the office— "t1s s¢ much time cribbed out of the
Cothpany- and I am but just got out of the thick of a Tea
Salg, m which mostof the Entry of Notes, deposits de¢ ‘usually
falls to in§ share Dadwell s willimg, but alas * slow  To
compare a pile of my notes with his httle hillock (which has
been as long a burlding), what is 1t but to compare Olympus

with 2 mole-hill  Then Wardd 15 a sad shuffler --
1 have nothmg of Defoe’s but two or thice Novels, and the
Plague History I can give you no .nformation about him
As a shght general chatacter of what 1 remember of them (for
1 ave not Jook'd mto them lattarlyy I would say that “m the
appearance of 77w/ 1n all the madents and conversations that
occur methem they exceed any works of fictton I am acquamted
with  Itis perfect illusion  The Aur/tornever appears in these
self-narratnes (for'so they ought to he called or gather Auto-
bhiographies) but the zarrutor chams s down to an mphcet
belief n evergthing he says  [hete 15 all the munute detail
of a log-book m nt  Dates are panfully pressed upon the
memory  Facts are repeated over and over mm varying phrases,
till you cannot chuse but beheve them It 1 ke 1eadimg Evi-
detice giten m a Cowrt of Justice  So anxious the stogy-teller
seems, that the truth should be clearly comprehended, that
“when he hag told us a mmtter of fact, or a mouve, n a line or
two farthes down he repears 1t with his favonte figure of
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speech, ‘I say’ so and so,—though he had made 1t abundantly,
plam before This 1s in imtation of the common people’s way
of speaking, or rather of the way in which they are aadressed
by a master or mistress, who wishes to imbress something upon
therr memories , and has a wonderful effect upon mattgr-of-fact
readers Indeed 1t 1s to such printipally that he writes  His
style 1s elsewhere beautifal, but plam & %omely Robmson
Crusoe 15 delightful to all ranks and classes, but 1t 15 casy to see
that 1t is written 1n phraseology pecuharly adapted to the lower
conditions of readers hence 1t i1s an especial favorite with gea-
fanng men, poor bdys, servant maidscdc His noyels are
capital knchen-teadmg, while they are worthy from therr deep
mterest to find a shelf in the Libranes of the wealthiest, and
the most leained  His passion for matter of fact narrativg
sometimes betrayed him into a long telation of common mnci-
dents which rught happen to any man, and have no mterest but
the mtense appearance of truth in them, to recommend thernt
The whole latter half, or two thirds, of Colonel Jack 15 of this
description  The hegimning of Colonel Jack is the most afﬂ;st-
ing natyral prictute of a young thief that wap ever drawn 1S
losing the stolen money n the hollow of a tree, and findrag 1t
agam when he was in desparr, and then bemg 1n equal distress
at not knowing how to dispose of 1t, and several similar touc hes
in the early history of the Colonel, evince a deep knowledge
of human natute, and, puttng out of question the superiot
romantic mterest of the latter, m my mind very much exceed
Crusve  Roxana (1st Edition) 1s the next n Interest, though
he left out the hest part of it subsequent Editiong from a foolish
hypercritfaism of his friend, Southerne  ButMoll Flanddrs,
the accolnt of the Plague dc* &c are all of one family, and
have the same stamp of character ”"—

¢ the top of the first j):;grc s aldded —)

Ownaltted at the end believe, me with fricndly 1ecollec-
tions, Brotker (as 1 used to call you) Yours C Lamn

[Below the “ Dear Wilson ” 1s added 11 smaller wriling —]
The review was not mine, nor have I seen 1t

»
{Lamb’s friend Walter Wilson was beginming his Memotrs of the,
Life and Times of Dantel Defoe, 1830 ~ The passagessent to him
i this letter by Lamb he printed 1n Vol, 111, page 428. Some
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Jears later Lamb sent Wilson a further criticism ~ See also letter
below for the reference to Roxana.

Dodwell we have met. Of Wadd we have no information, ex-
c:lpt, according to Crabb Robinson’s D:ary, that he once acciden-
tally discharged 2 pen full of ink into Lamb’s eye and that Lamb
wrote this epigram upon him —

L]
What Wadd knows, God knows,
But God knows wkaf Wada knows ]

LETTER 303
CHARI ES I:AMP» TO BFRNARD BARTON

[Dated at end 23 December 1822 ]

EAR &ir- 1 have been so distracted with business and
one thing or other, 1 have not had a quict quatter of an
Hour for epistolary purposes Christmas too is come, which
always piits a rattle rfto my morhmg scull It 1s a visiting un-
quiet un-Quakensh season I get more and more m love with
solitude, and proportionately hampercg with company , 1 hope
you, have some holydays at this perod I have one day,
Chnistmas day, alas 'too few to commemorate the season  All
work and no play dulls me Company 1s not play, but many
times hard work  To play, 1s for a man to do what he pleases,
or to do nothing- —to go about soothing his particular fanues
I have hived to a tume of life, to have outlived the good hours,
the nme 0'Clock suppets, with a bright hour or two to clear
up m afterwar:is Now you cannot get tea before that hour,
arl then sit gaping, music-bothered pefaaps, till half-past 12
brings up the tray, and what ybu steal of convivial edjoyment
after, isheavily paid for m the disquiet of to-morrow’s head
I am pleased with your, iking John Woodwvil, and amused
with your knowledge of our drama being confinerl* to Shaks-
peare and Miss Bailly 'What a world of fine terntory between
Land’s End aid Johnny (Xots have you missed traversing. 1
almost envy you to have so much toread 1 feel asif I had
read all the Books I want to read O to forget Freldmg,
Steele, &c, and 1ead ’em new
*Can you tell me a hkely place where 1 could pck up,
cheap, Fox’s Journal? Theie are no Quaker Circulating Lib-
‘raries? Elwood, too, § must have I rather grudge that
S[outhe]y*has taken up the history of your People. 1 am
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afraid he will put 1n some Levity [ am afraid I am not quite ex-
empt from that fault in certain magazine Articles, where I have
mntroduced mention of them. Were they to do agam, I would
reform them

Why should not you wnte a poetical Account of your old
Worthies, deducing them from Fox' to Woplman >—but 1 re-
member you did talk of soething in that kind, as a counter-
part to the Ecclesiastical Sketches  But would not a Poem be
more consecutive than a stung of Sonnets? You have no
Martyrs guate fo the Fire, 1 think, among you But pleaty
of Heroic Confessors, Spint-Martyrs—{.amb-Lions —Think
of 1t .

It would be better than a series of Sonnets on “ Emment
Bankers - I like a hit at our way of lfe, tho’ 1t does well
for me, better than anything short of al// ene’s time fo one’s
self, for which alone I rankle with envy at the nch  Books
are good, and Pictwies are good, and Money to buy them’
therefore good, but to buy 7724 { m othel words, LIFE—

The “complments of the time to you” should end my
letter , tp a Frend I suppose, I must say the “smcenty of the
season ,” 1 hope they hoth mean the same  With excuses
for this hastily penn’d note, believe me with great respect—.

C Lamn

23 dec 22

/

[Miss Bailly would be Joanna Bailhc (1762 1851), author of Plays
on the Passions, 7

The copy of Fox's Fournal, 1694, which was lent tcy Lamb 1s now
in the powsession of the Society of Friends In it 18 wnitter?
“ This copw of George Fox’s Joumal, being the ear [jest edition of
that work, the pioperty ot john T Shewell of Ipsw ch, 1s Ignt for
six months to Charles Lamb, at the request of Saml Alexander of
Needham, Ipswich, 1ot mo 4 1523 " Lamb h s added *“ Re-
turned by Charles Lamb, within the pertod, with; many thanks to

the Lender for the very great satistaction whic h he has derived
from the perusal of 1t . . .
Southey was meditating a Life of George Foyx and corresponded
with Barton on the subject. He did not write ! he book
Barton had a plan to provide Wordswo rth’s Ecclesiastical
Sonnets with a Quaker pendant  He did not .arry it out .
Here might come an undated and unpublish'ed letter from Lamb
to Basil Montagu, which 1s of hittle interest #xcept as referning to
Miss James, Mary Lamb’s nurse  Lamb®ayyy that shesvas one of
« four sisters, daughters of a Welsh clergyngan, who a# became
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nurses at Mrs Warburton’s, Hoxton, whither, I imagmne, Mary
* Lamb had often retired Mrs Parsons, one of the sisters, became
Mary Lamb’s nurse when, some time after Lamb's death, she
moved to 41 Alpha Road, Mrs, Parsons’ house The late John
Hollingshead, great-nephew of these ladies, says m his interesting

book, My Lifelsme, that therr father was rector of Beguldy, in
Shropshire ]

LETTER 304
CHARLES LAve ro JouN Howarbp FayNE

[January, 1823 ]

EAR Tayne- Your Ifitle books ate most acceptable

"Tis a dehicate edition  They are gone to the lunder’s

*When they come home I shall have two— the “ Camp ” and
“ Patrick’s Day - -to read for the first tme [ may say three,
€or 1 never read the “ School for Scandal ¢ Seenr 1t 1 have,
and m its happer &ys” With the books Harwood left a
truncheon or mathematical mtrument, of which we have not
yet ascertamned the use It 1s Iike a telescope, hut ynglared
Orga ruler, but not smooth enough It opens like a fan, and
discovers % frame such as they weave lace upon at Lyons and
Chambery  Poswbly it 15 from those paits [ do not value
the present the less, for not bemy quite able to detect its pur-
port  When I can find any one coming your way 1 have a
volume for you, my Elas collected Tl Poole, lus Cockney
m the Lon Mag tickled me exceedingly  Harwood 15 to be
with us this evenmg with Fanny, who (omes to mtroduce a
Werary lady, who wants to sec rie,—and whose portentous
name 15 Plura, m Enghsh ¢ many things ”  Now, of all God’s
creatuees, | detest letters-affecting, authors-huntmg ladies
But Fanny *will have it o So Miss Many Things and 1
ate to have a conference, of which you shall hage the result
} dare say she does not play at whise  Treasmer Robettson,
whose coffers are 1bsolute’y swelling with pantonumic 1ecempts,
called on me yestcrday to say he 14 gomng to write to you, but
if I were also, I maght as well say that your last il 1s at the
Ranker’s, and wilt be honored on the mstant recerpt of the
third Piece, which vou have stipulated for  If you have any
such m readmess, strike while the iron 1s hot, hefore the Clown
cools Te]l Mrs Kewmnndy, that the Miss F H (or H F ) Kelly,
who hascbegun so s plendidly m Jubet, 1s the identical httle
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Fanny Kelly who used to play on their green before theirr
great Lying-Inn Lodgings at Bayswater Her career has

stopt short by the mjudicious bringing her out m a vile new
Tragedy, and for a tiurd character in a $tupid old one,—the
Earl of Essex This s Macready’s domng, who taught her

Her recllation, &c (no# ker wvoic® or pe ]fﬂﬂ), 1s masculine

It 1s so clever, 1t seemed aenale Debut ut clevemess is the
bane of Female Tragedy especially Passions uttered logic-
ally, &c It 1s bad enough n men-actors  Could jou do
nothing for lhitle Clara Fisher ? Ate theie no French Piaces
with a Chuld m them * By I'ieces | mean here dramas,to pre-
vent male-constructions Ihd not the Blue Gul remmd you
of some of Congreve’s women ? Angelica or Millamant ? To
me she was a vision of (Genteel Comedy realized  Those kind,
of people never come to see one N'import—havn'e 1 Miss
Many Things coming ? Will you ask Horace Smith to——

L The semdinder of this letter has been lo;t]

[Payne seems to have sent Lam'b an edition of Shendan  ““Lhe

Camp ::nd ‘5t Patnck’s Day are among bheridan’s less known
lays

P Poole was writing articles on France m the London Mugazme
Lamb refers to ‘A Cockney’s Rural dports ”” in the number for
December, 1822

Fanny was Fanny Holcroft  Plura I do not identify

The new tragedy m which Miss Kelly had to play was probably
“‘The Huguenot,” produced Dt_ct.mbcx 11, 1822  ‘“ The Earl of
Essex ” was revived December 30, 1822 Macready played m both

“ Cleverness 1s the bane ™ Hec L.xmb s hittle amcle on “ The
New Acting i Vol 1

The Blpe Girl scems %o réfer to the lady mumonul at the end
of the first letter to Payne

Angehca .~ in Congreve’s * Love for Love”, Millamar® in hus
* Way of the World )

LETTER 305
CHARLES LAMEB TO WIH LIAM WORDSWOR1H

[No date January, 1823 ]

DEAR Wordsworth, I beg your acceptance of ELl1A, dd-
tached from any of its old compamons which might
have been less agreeable to you I hdbe your eyes are better,

.but if you must spare them, there i1s nothing in my pages which

Vie-—-gq
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a Lady may not read aloud without mdecorum, whick is more
“than can be said of Shakspeare.

What a nut this last sentence would be for Blackwood !

You will find I avliled myself of your suggestion, in curtail-
ing the ghssertation on Malvolo

I have heen,on the Confinent sice I saw you.

I have eaten frogs

I saw Monkhouse tother day, and Mis M bemg too
pootly to admit of company, the annual gousepye was sent to
Russell Street, and with its capacity has fed “ A hundred head »
(not of Anstotle’ s) bue ¢ of Ella’s frnendd

Mrs Monkhouse 15 sadly confined, but (hearful —

This packet 1 gong off, 2nd 1 hnve neither tume, place nor
solitude for a longer Letter

Will wou do me the favor to forward the other volume to

Southey ?
" Mary 1s perfectly \well and joms me 1n kindest 1emembees to
you all [Stgnatrere cut away ]
f« What a nut for Blackwood ” To help on Mag‘a's great

cause against Cockhey arrogance

© The dssertation on Malvoho” In Elia the essays on the
OM Actors were much changed and rearranged (see Appendix ta
Vol 1I. 1n this edition) ]

LETTER 306
CHARLFS LAME 10 MR AND MRrs J D CoLLmxk

Twelfth Dgy January G}, 1823

HE pig was above my feelle maise It was a ddar pigmy
There was some contention as to who should have the
ears, but m spite of his obstinacy (deaf as these little creatuies
are to advice) I contrived to get at one of them . «
¢ It came n boots too, which | took as a favor Generally
those petty toes, pretty tdks ! are missmg  But I suppose he
wore them, to look taller
He must have been the least of lus race  His httle foots
would have gone into the silver slipper 1 take him to have
Heen Chinese, and a female —
If Evelyn could have seen lim, he would never have far-
rowed twq such prodigiBus volumes, seemg how much good can
be contafned mm—how small a compass !
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He crackled delicately.

John Collier Junr has sent me a Poem which (without the
smallest bias from the aforesaid present, believe me) 1 pro-
nounce steritng

1 set about Evelyn, and finished the first volume m tie course
of a natural day  To-day I attack the secamd - Parts are very
nteresting.— .

I left a blank at top of my letter, not bemy determmed
whick to addeess it 10, s0 Farmer and Farmer’s wife will please
to dinde our thanks, May your grananes be full, and ybur
rats empty, and your chickens plump, and your enviousenesgh-
bors lean, and your labourers buwy, and you as idle and as
happy as the day 1s long !

VIVE L’ AGRICUT TURE !

Frank leeld’s mainage of course you have seen in the papers,
and that his brother Barron 1s gxpected