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Government during the minority——Infurreclion of
the common people—— Diftontents of the barons
w——Civil _commotions——Expulfion or execution
of the king’s minifters——Cabals of the duke of
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Banifbment of Henry Duke of Hercfer d~—Return
of Henry——General Infurrection——— Depofition
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HE parliament which was fummoned foon ¢ u a »,
after the king’s acceflion, was both eleted XViL
and affembled in tranquillity ; and the great'change, — .7
from" fovareign of confummate wifdom and expe-~ Govein-
rience to, 3 boyof eleven years of agﬁ, was not im. ?,};"fhﬂ“"
mediatcly Telt By the people. 'Lhe habits of order minority.
and obedience whih the barons had been taught
Vou, I, B during
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¢ gA 7. during the loug reign of Edward, ttill influcnced

cen: , them s and the au

1377«

athority of the King's three wacles,
the dukes of Tancaller, York, and Glocefter, fuf-
fced to reprels, for a time, the turbulent {pirit to
which that order, ina weak reign, was fo often fubject.
The dangerous ambition too of thefe princes them-
felves was chiecked by the plaih and undehiable
title of Richard, by the declaration of it made in
parliament, and by the affeCtionate regard which
the people bore to the memory of his father,.and
which was naturally transferred to the young fove-
reigh upon the throne. The different characters.
alfo of thefe three ptinces rendered them a counter-
poife to each other; and it was natural to expect,
that any dangerous defigns which might be formed
by one brother, would meet with uppofition fiom the
others. Lancafter, whofe age and experience, and
authority ufider the late king, gave him the afcend.
ant among them, though his integrity feemed not
proof againft great temptations, was neither of an
soiarpiing. s, not, of s popular B3d ehipiiig
temper. * York wagindaladt, ialtive,, and of flen-
Ter Ganacity..-Glagelter was turbulent, bold, and,
pp&glﬂahgﬂ; but being the youngelt of the family, was
teltrained by the power and authority of his elder
brothers. There appeared, therefore, no circums
ftance in the domeftic fituation of Englamd which
might endariger the public peace, or give any im.
mediate apprehenfions to the lovers of their country.

But as Edward, though he had fixed the fuc-
ceflion to the crown, had taken no care to eftablith
a plan of government during the minority of his
grandfon, it behoved the parliament te fupply this
defe : And the houfe of cosnmons dillinguifhed
themfelves by taking the lead on the occafion,
"Lhis houfe, which had. been rifing to ¢onfidation
during the whole courfe of the late reign, naturally
Teceived an acceflion of power during the minority
and as it was now becoming a fepng of bufipefs, the

members
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niembers chofe, for the firft time, a fpeaker, who ¢H a P

Xvil

might preferve order in their debates, and maintain (_,

thofe forms which are requifite in all numerous af-
femblies. Peter de la Mare was the man pitched
on; the fame perfon that had been imprifoned, and
detained in cuftody by the late king, for his freedom.
of fpeech in ttacking the miftrefs and the minifters
of that prince. But though this ele&tion difcovered
a fpirit of liberty in the commons, and was followed
by farthgrattacks both on thefe miniflers and on Alice
;Pierce *, they were {till too fenfible of their great
inf¥riority, to affume at firft any immediate fhare in
the adminiltration of government, or the care of the
king’s perfon. They were content to apply by pe-
tition to the lords for that purpofe, and defite them,
both to appoint a council of nine, who might direct
the public bufinefs, and to chufe men of virtuous
life and converfation, who might infpeé the conduét
and education of the young prince. The lords
eomplied with the firft part of this requeft, and
eletted the bifhops of London, Carlifle, and Sa-
litbury, the earls of Marche and Stafford, Sir Rich-
ard de Stafford, Sir Ienry le Scrope, Sir John
Devereux, and Sir Hugh Segrave, to whom they
gave awthority, for a year, to condu the ordinary
courfe of bufinefs .  Butas to the regulation of the
king’s houlehold, they declined interpofing in an
©office which, they faid, both was invidious in itfelf,
"and might prove difagreeable to his majefty.

‘THE commons, ds they acquired more courage,
ventured to proceed a ftep farther in their applica-
tions. They prefented a petition, in which they
prayed the king to check the prevailing cuftom
among the barons, of fofming illegal corifederacies,
and fuppgrting gach other, as well as men of infe-
rior rank, in theviolations of law and juftice. They
received from the throne a gencral and an obliging

* Walfing. p. 150.¢ S SRymer, vol. vii. p. 161,
Ra anfwer

1377«
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an{wer to this petition : But another part of their
application, that all the great officers thould, during
the king’s minerity, be appointed by parliament,
which feemed to require the concurrence of the
commons, as well as that of the upper houfe, in
the nomination, was not, complied with: The lords
alone aflumed the power of appointing thefe officers :
The commons tacitly acquiefced in the choice ; and
thought that, for the prefent, they themfelves had
proceeded a fufficient length, if they but advanced
their pretenfions, though rejetted, of interpofing in,_
thefe more important matters of ftate. -
Ow this foot then the government ftood. The
adminifiration was conduéted entirely in the king’s
name: No regency was exprefsly appointed : The
nine counfellors and the great officers, named by
the peers, did their duty, each in his refpective de-
partment: And the whole fyffem.was for lome years
kept, together, by the fecret authority ‘of the king’s
uncles, elpecially, of the, diike of Lancalter, whe.
“Was inreality the regent, " '
E'parliament was diffolved, after the commona
had reprefented the neceflity of their being re-
affembled once every year, as appointed by law ;
and after having eleCted two citizens as therr trea-
furers, to receive and difburfe the produce of two
fifteenths and tenths, which they had voted to the
crown. In the other parliaments called during tije
minority, the commons {till difcover a ftrong pirit
of freedom, and a fenfe of their own authority,
which, without breeding any difturbance, tended to
fecure their independence, and that of the people©.
Enwarp had left his grandfon involved in many
dangerous wars. The prefenfions. of the duke of
Lancafter to the crown of Caftile made Qbéit king-
dom ftill perfevere in hoftilities againft England.
Scotland, whofe throne was now filled by Robert

¢ Sec note [A] at the Sndeof the volgme,
Stuart,
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Stuart, nephew to David Bruce, and the firlt prince € HA P
of that family, maintained. fuch clofe connettions __ __,

with France, that war with one crown almoft in-
evitably produced hoftilities with the other. The
French monarch, whofe prudent conduét had ac-
quired him the firname of wif¢, as he had already
baffled all the experience and valour of the two Ed«
wards, was likely to prove a dangerous enemy to
a minor king: Bpt his genius, which was not na.
turally enterprifing, led him not, at prefent, to give
any difturbance to his neighbours : and he laboured,
befides, under many difficulties at home, which it
was neceflary for him to furmount before he could
think of making conquefts in a foreign country.
England was mafter of Calais, Bourdeaux, and
Payonne; had lately acquired poffeflion of Cher-
bourg from the ceffion of the king of Navarre, and
of Breft from that of the duke of Britanny *; and
having thus an eafy entrance into France from every
quarter, was able, even in its prefent fituarion, to give
difturbance to his government. Before Charles
could remove the Englifh from thefe important
pofts, he died in the flower of his age, and left his
kingdom to a minor fon, who bore the name of
Chagles VL.

, MeanwmHILE the war with France was carried on
in a mantter fomewhat languid, and produced no
*enterprile of great lufire or renown. Sir Huogh
“Calverly, governor of Calais, making an inroad
into Picardy with a detachment of the garrifon, fet
fire to Boulogne®. The duke of Lancafter con.
duted an army into Britanny, but returned without
being able to®perform any thing memorable. Ina
fubfequent year, the®duke of Glocefter marched
out of Calaise with a body of 2000 cavalry, and
8ooo ffantry ; and fcrupled not, with his fmall
army, to enter into the heart of France, and to cons

8 Rymgr, vol. vilyp.S1g90. ¢ Walfing, p. 209.
B3 tinue

2377
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tinue his r:.;.vages through Picardy, Champaigne,

v the Brie, the Beauffe, the Gatinois, the Orleanois,

1380,

till he reached his allies in the province of Britanny %
The duke of Burgundy, ar the head of a more con-
fiderable army, came within fight of him ; but the
French werg {o overawed by the former fuccefles of
the Englith, that no fuperiority of numbers could
tempt them to venture a pitched battle with the
troops of that nation. As the duke of Britanny,
foon after the arrival of thefe [uccours, formed an
accommodation with the court of France, thls en-
terptife alfo proved in the iffue unfuccefsful, and
made no durable impreflion upon the enemy.

‘T'HE expences of thefe armaments, and the
vfual want of ceconomy attending a minority, much
exhaufted the Englifh treafury, and obliged the
parliament, befides making fome alterations in the

council, to impofe a new and unufval tax of three

oot o syery parlon, wale. and. Afile, aboxe
Uteen, years of age s"and they ordained that, m
'Ievymg 'that"fﬁx",‘ tlie opulent fhould relieve the
poor by an equitable compenfatiop.  T'his impofi-
tion produced a mutiny, which was fingular in itg
circumftances. All hiftory abounds with examples
where the great tyrannile over the meaner fort s, But

here the loweft populace rofe againlt their rulers,

committed the moft cruel ravages upon ehem, and

took vengeance for all former oppreflians.

Tar faint dawn of the arts and of good govern.’

nient in that age had excited the minds of the po-
pulace in different [tates of Europe, to with for a
better condition, and to murmur agajnft thofe,
chains which the laws, ena&ed by the haughty no-
bility and gentry, had fo long impofed upon them.
The commotions of the people in JFlanders, the
mutiny of the peafants in France, wese theNatural
effects of this growing {pirit of intlependence ; and

t Froiffard, liv, ii, chap. 5o, 51 Walfing. R 239

the,
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the report of thefe cvents being brought into Eng- c 11 a ».

land, wheic perfonal flavery, as we learn from
Troiffard ¥, was more general than in any other
country in Europe, had prepared the minds of the
muliitude for an infurreétion. One John Ball alfo,
a feditious preacher, who affe&ted low popularity,
Ment about the country, and inculcated on his au-
dience the principles of the firfl otigin of mankind
from onc common flock, their equal right to liberty
and o all the goods of nature, the tyranny of arti-
ficial diftinéions, and the abufes which had arifen
%rom the degradation of the more confiderable part
of the fpecies, and the aggiandilfement of a few in-
folent ruleis *.  Thefe dotrines, fo agrecable to the
populace, and fo conformable to the ideas of pri-
mitive equality which aie engraven in the hearts of
all men, were greedily 1eceived by the multitude 3
and fcattered the Iparks of that fedition, which the
prefent tax railed into a conflagration’,

"Tnr impofition of three gioats a head had been

XVIL

1481,

Infunee-

farmed out to tax-gathcrers in each county, who common
Jevied the money on the people with 1igour ; and peopler

the claufe, of making the rich eale their poorer
neighbours of fome fhare of the bmden, being fo
vague and undetel minate, had, doubtlefs, occafioned
many partialities, and made the people more {enfi-
ble of the unequal lot which fortune had affigned
them in the diftribution of her favours. The firlt
diforder was 1aifed by.a blackf{mith in 2 village ofj
Effex. The tax-gatherers came to this man’s thop’
Wwhile he was at work 3 and they demanded payment’
for his daug.hter,ﬁwt}ogthiaffertca, to be below thes
dge affigned by the {laturé. One of thefe fellows}
o X

¢ Liv. ii. chap. 74. . b Throilfard, liv. ii. dhap. 74,
Walligel.am, p. 275,

! Theie wer®two verfes at that time in the mouths of all the
common people, wilich, m fpite of prejudice, one cannot but
regard with fome degrec of appobation &

When Adag delv’d and Eve fpan,
Where %a®then the gentleman

B4 offered

tions ot the
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cH AP oflered to produce a very indecent proof to the cone

| DA

13510,

4
12t June,

tra1y, and at the lame tine laid hold of the maid
Which the fathar 1efenting, immediately hnocked
out the 1ufian’s bt m with his hammer.  Lhe by-
ftanders applaudi d the aéhon, and eaclaimed, that
it was full nme tot the puople to tal.e vengeance on
ithen ryiants, and to vindicite their native liberty,
¢They imumediately few to mms: “Lhe whole neigh-
bouthood juined in the fedition : ‘Lhe fame {pread
in an inftant ovcr the county : It foon propagated
itfell into that of Kent, of Ilatfond, Suriy, Suffex,
Suflolk, Noifolk, Cambiidge, and Lmcoln. Bel
fore the government had the leaft warning of the
danger, the diforder had grown beyond contioul or
oppofition : The populace had thaken ofl all regard
to their former mafters : And being headed by the
moft atidatious and criminal of their aflouates, who
affuied " the' fuigned names of Wat Tyle), Jack
Straw, Ilub Carter, and Tom Miller, by which
they were fond of denoting their mean o1igin, they
conimitted every where the molt ot ageous violence
off fehr ofthe gentiy o1 nobility as had the witfor-
tune to fall into their hands,

. Tur matinous populace, amounting to a hun.
died thoufand men, aflembled on Blackhearh umler
theit leaders Tyler and Stiaw 3 and as the puncs
of Walcs, the _};mg’b mother, rewining Hom a pil-
grimage to Canterbury, patied dirough the midfl of
them, they infulted he1 attendants 3 and fome of the
molf irifolent dfofig them, 5 Théw their purpole of
levslling all magkind, foiced kifles fiom her ; but
they allowed her o continue her journey, without
attempting any farther injury ', They fent a meffage
to the king, who had .aken thelfer 1n the Towcr; and
they defired a confeignce with hrm,  Reichaid jailed
down the 1iver in, a baige for that purpnfe ; but on
his approaching the thore, he faw’ fuch {ymptoms

! Fioiffud, by, w chap, VI8
of
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of tumult and infolenec, that he put back, and re«
tuined to that fortrefs™ The feditious pealants,
meanwhile, favoured by the populace of London,
had bioken into the city ; had buined, the duke ol
Lancafter’s palace of the Savoy; cut off the hyads
of all ihe gentlumen whom they laid hold of; ex-
prefled a particular animofity againft the lawyers
and attornies ; and pillaged the wasehoufes of the
rich merchants . A great body of them quattered
themftlves at Mile-end : and the king, finding no
defince in the Kower, which was yeak1y BAIAIIEd,
mf,ﬁ,ﬂﬁsd"?ﬁh orovifions. was . obliged, o go
out fo them, ]
d % general Jé thé™abolifion of flaver
quired a general paidon, a very,
freedom of commerce in market towns without toll
or impoft, and a fixed 1ent on lande, inftead of the
fervices due by villenage, Thele requefls, which,
though extremely realunable in themielves, the na-
tion was not {ufliciently prepaied to reciive, and
whrcliit was dangeious to have extorted by violence,
were however complicd with; charters to that
puipule were ganted them ; and This bddy imme-
diately dilpafed, and returned to their feveral
honics®,
"“Burimne this tranfaction, another body of the
rebels had broken into the Tower; had murdered
Simon Sudbury, the primate and chancellor, with
'Sir Robert Hales, the treafurer, and fome other
petfons of diftinétion ; and continued their ravages
in the city . ‘The king, pafling along Smithfield,
V‘?YY‘.ﬂe“derlﬁ IEuarde:d, met_with” Wat Tyler, at
“The Féad of thele rioters, and " entered into a con-
ference with*him. ‘I'yl&r, Having ordered his com-
Panions to reure till*he fhould give them a fignal,
after which rhey were to murder all the company ex-
cept The king h.imfelf, whom they were to detain

and afh therr demands, They re-

-

m Thoiflard, liv. ii. chap. 75. » Ibid. chap. 76. Wal-
fingham, p, 248, 249, ¢ ° Fioffmd, liv, 3. chap. 77,
» Walfizham, p. 250, 251,

3 prifaner,

9
CHAP,
XVil,
P L . )
1381,
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©H A P. prifoner, feared not to come into the mid(t of the
J_\”‘ royal retinue. He there behaved himfelf in fuch
e md .
1385+ a manner, that Walworth, the mayor of Londen,
i not able to bear his infolence, drew his fword, and
-ftruck him {o violent a blow as brought him to the
iground, where he was inftantlydifpatched by others
‘of the king’s attendants. The mutineers, feeing
‘ . ~ Pkt Iy AL AT
itheir leader fall, prepured, (REMIIVES Fof Tevenge ;
atitbthivwhdle company, with Ti¢ King him{elf, had
ufidoubfedly perifhed on e’ fpot,. had it not, been
_for'an extraordinary prefence,of mind which Richard
- difcovérad ofi e ‘occafion, ™ He ordered his com?
patiy to ftop ; 1ié 'advan¢éd alone towards the eny
raged multitude; and accofting them with an af
fable and irtrepid countenance, he afked them,
¢ What is the meaning of this diforder, my good
¢ people? Are ye angry that ye have loft your
< leader? THHPYBURKING S 1 Will bé YourTFader,
The popi ii“c"‘e",""gvé?"iﬁvﬂg&%)}"ﬁfé “prefence, implicitly
followed him: He led them invo the fields, to pre.
vent dny diforder which might have arifen by their
continuing in the city : Being there joined by Siy
Robert Knolles, and a body of well-armed vetcran
foldiers, who had becen J‘ucretly drawn together, he
ftriétly prohibited that officer from falling on the ri-
oters, and committing an undiftinguithed flaughter
upon them ; and he peaceably difmiffed them with
the fame charters which had been granted to their *
fellows 4 Soon after, the nobility aud gentry, héar.
ing of the king’s danger, in which they were all
involved, flocked to London with their adherents
and retainers: and Richard took thg field ar the,
head of an army 40,600 {trong*. It then behoved
all the rebels to fubmit: The charters of enfran-
chifement and pardon were revoked by parlignent ;
the low people were reduced to the ‘l'ame’%laviﬂl
condition as before ; and feveral of the ringleaders

ton, p. 2637, “ Wallingham, p. 267.
& ware

4 Froiflard, vol, ii. chap. 77. Walfigaham, p, 2 5%; Knyghe
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were feverely punithed for the late diforders, Some € H A P.
were even executed without procefs or form of law®. [,
Tt was pretended that the intentions of the muti- 1385,
neers had been to [eize the hing’s perlon, to carry

Lim through England at their head, to inmder all

the nobility, pentry, and lawycrs, and even all the

bithops and priefts, except the mendicant fHiiars 5 to

difpatch afterwards the king himfelf; and having

thus rednced all to a level, to order the hingdom ar

their pleafure®. It is not impoflible, but many of

then, in the delirium of their firfl fuccels, might

diave formed fuch projects : But of all the evils -

cident to human fgciety, the infurreQlions of thu
populace, when not raifed and lupported by peifons

of higher quality, are the leaft to be dreaded : "L'he
milchiefs confequent to an abolition of all rank and
diftinétion, become {o great, that they are imme-

diately felt, and foon Dbring affairs back to their

tormer arder and arrangement.

A vouiH of fixtcen (which was at this time the
king’s age), who had difcovered fo much courage,
prelence of mind, and addrefs, and had {o dextroufly
eluded the violence of this tumult, raifed great ex-
petations in the nation ; and it was natural to hope,
thaf he would, in the courfe of his lifc, equal the
glories which had lo uniformly attended his {ather
and his grandfather in all their undertakings. But s
in proportion a» Richard advanced in years, thele
hopes vanifhed ; and his want of capacity, at leaft
of folid judgment, appeared in cvery enterprife
which he attempted. ‘The Scots, fenfible of their
own deficiency in Bavalry, had applied to the re-
gency of Charles VL ;3 and John de Vienne, ad-
miral of France, had been fent over with a body of
15C0 men a§ arms, to fupport them in their incur-
fions%againfi the Englith. The danger was now
deemed by the king’s uncles fomewhat ferious; and

2 5 Rich. IL. cap, ulf a8 quoted in the Obfetvations on an-
¢lent Statgtes, p. 208, 9 ' Walliugham, p. 263.

4 Du-
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a2 numerous army of 60,000 men was levied ; and
they marched into Scotland, with Richard bimfelf
at their head. The Scots did not pretend to make
refiftance againft fo great a force: "They abandoned
without feruple their country to be pillaged and de-
firoyed by the enemy: And when de Vienne ex-
prefled his furprife at this plan of operations, they
told him, that all their cattle was driven into the
forefts and faflneffes ; that their houfes and other
goods were of {mall value ; and that they well k;new
how to compenfate any lofles which they might fufs
tain in that refpett, by making an incurfion into®
England. -Accordingly, when Richard entered Scot-
land by Berwic and the eaft coalt, the Scots, to the.
number of 30,000 men, attended by the ¥rench,
entered the borders of England by the weft, and
carrying their ravages through Cumberland, Weft-
moreland, and Lancathire, colle@ted a rich booty,
and then returned in tranquillity to their own coun.
try.  Richard meanwhile advanced towards Edin.
burgh, and deftroyed in his way all the towns and
villages on each fide of him : He reduced that city
to athes: He trcated in the fame manner, Perth,
Dundee, and other places in the low countries ;-but
when he was advifed to march towards the weft
coaft, to await there the return of the enemy, and
to take revenge on them for their devaltiftions, his
impatiénce to return to England, and enjoy his
ufual pleafures and amufements, outweighed every
confideration ; and he led back his army without,
effefting any thing by all thefe mighty preparations,
The Scots, foon after, findingthe heavy bodies of
French cavalry very ufelefs ip that defuttory kind of
war to which they confined themfelves, treated their
al.hes fo ill, that the French returned home, much
difgufted with the country,and with themann®s of
its inhabitants®, And.the Englith,*though they re~
Wallf:;f;#;ﬁ'}) h;: g’.,&rl:l?t?p. 1495 ¥ 50.‘ &.c Liv. i, chap‘. 5z:

sgretted
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gretted the indolence and levity of thelr king, faw
themfelves for the future fecured againft.any dan-
gerous invafion from that quarter.

Bur it was fo material an intereft of the French
court to wreft the fea-pott towns from the hands of
their enemy, that they refolved to attempt it by
fome other expedient, and found no means fo likel
as an invafion of England itfelf. They collefted a
great fleet and army at Sluife; for the Flemings
werg now in alliance with them : All the nobility of
France were engaged in this enterprife : The Englith
were kept in alarm : Great preparations were made
for the reception of the invaders: And though the
difperfion of the French fhips by a ftorm, and the
taking of many of them by the Englifh, before the
embarkation of the troops, freed the kingdom from
the prefent danger, the king and council were fully
fenfible that this perilous fituation might every mos
ment return upon them”.

TaERE were two circumftances, chiefly, which
engaged the French at this time to think of fuch at-
tempts. The one was the abfence of the duke of
Lancafter, who had carried into Spain the flower of
the Englifh military force, in profecution of his vain
claim to the crown of Caflile; an enterprife in
which, after fome promifing fuccefs, he was finally
difappoirited : The other was, the violent diffentions
and diforders which had taken place in the Englith
government.

TaE fubjeftion in which Richard was held by his
uncles, particularly by the duke of Glocefter, a
prince of ambition and genius, though it was not
unfuitable to his years and {lender capacity, was ex-
tremely difagreeable’to his violent temper; and he
foon atempeed to thake off the yoke impofed upon
him! Roltrt de Vere, earl oiy Oxford, a young
man of a noble’ family, of an agreeable figure, but

¥ Froiffurd, liv. iily cRap. 41. 53,  Walfingham, p. 322, 323
of
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of diffolute manners, had acquiredan entireafcéndant
over him, and governed him with an abfvlute au-
tharity. The king fet fo little bounds to his af-
fe@tion, that he fuft created his favourite marquis of
Dublin, a title before unknown in England, then
duke of Ireland; and transferred him by patent,
which was confirmed in Parliament, the entire io-
vereignty for life of that ifland *.  He gave him in
martiage his coufin-german, the daughter of Ingel-
ram de Couci, earl of Bedford ; but foon after he
permitted him to repudiate that lady, though of an
unexceptionable charalter, and to marry a foreigner,
a Bohemian, with whom he had become enamoured”.
Thefe public declarations of attachment turned the
attention of the whole court towards the minion:
All favours paffed through his hands : Accefs to the
king could only be obtained by his mediation : And
Richard feemed to take no plealure in royal autho-
tity, but fo far as it cnabled him to load with fa-
vours and titles and dignities this obje¢t of his af~
fections.

TrF jealonfy of power immediatcly produced an
animofity between the minion and his crearures on
'the one hand, and the princes of the blood and
chicf nobility on the ather; and the nfual copt-
plaints againt the infolence of favourites were loudly
echoed, und greedily received, in every paft of the
kingdom. Moubray earl of Nottinghamn, the ma.
refchal, Fitz-Alan ear]l of Arundel, Piercy earl of
Northumberland, Montacute earl of Salifbury,
Beauchamp earl of Warwic, were all connetted with
each other, and with the princes, by friendthip or
alliance, and flill more by their commofl antipathy
to thofe who had eclipfed them®in the king’s favour
and confidence. No longer kept in awe by the
perfonal charater of the prince, theyrfcornél to
fubmit to his minifters; and the "method which

* Cotton, p 3to, 3:1. Cox’s Hifl. of Ireland, p. 1254
Walfingham, p. 324. ¥ Wallingham, p.328.°,

[
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they took to redrefs the grievances complained of, C}tIvA P,
well fuited the violence of the age, and proves the _— ..,

defperate extremities to which every oppofition was
fure to be inftantly carried.

Micnarn pe LA Povrr, the prefent chancellor,
and lately created earl of Suffolk, was the fon of an
eminent merchant ; but had rifen by his abilities
and valour during the wars of Edward III., had ac-
equired the friendlhip of that monarch, and was
eltcemed the perfon of greateft experience and cas
pacity fmong thofe who were attached to the duke
eflreland and the king’s fecret council. Theduke
of Glocefter, who bad the houfe of comimons at his
devotion, impclled them 1o exercile that power,
which they feem firlt to have aflumed againft Lord
Latimer during the declining years of the late king;
and an impeachment againft the chancellor was cat-
ried up by them to the houfe of peers, which was
no lefs at his devotion, The king forefaw the ten-
peft preparing againft him and his minifters. After
attempting in vain to roufe the Londoners to his
defence, he withdrew from parliament, and retired
with his court to [ltham. The parliament fent a
deputation, inviting him to return, and threatens
ing, that, if he perfited in abfenting himlelf, they
would immediately diflolve, and leave the nation,
though at that time in imminent danger of a French
invafion, without any {upport or fupply for its de-
tence. At the famc time a2 member was cncouraged
to call for the record containing the parliamentary
depofition of Ldward IL ; a plain intimation of the
fate which Richard, if he continued relratory, had
realon to expe®& {rom them. The king, finding
himfelf unable to relil§, was content to {tipulate,
that, except finithing the prefent impeachment
againft Suifolk,,no attack fhould be made upon any
other of his minifteis; and on that condition be
returned to the paliament-.

L

]
% See note [B a®the end of the volume.
NoTrve
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Norhme can prove more fully the innacence of
Suflolk, than the frivoloufnefs of the crimes which
his enemles, in the prefent p_lcnitu.dc of their power,
thought proper to object agalr}ﬂ him®, .Ir was alleged
that being chancellor, and obliged by his oath to con~
fult the king’s profit, he had purchafed lands of the
crown below their true value; that he had exchanged
with the king a perpetual annuity of 400 marke aycar,
which he Inherited from his father, and which was af
figned upon the cuftoms of the port of 1Tull for lands
of an equal income that havm.g obtained flor his fon
the priory of St. Anthony, which was forl}le?l p?{‘.‘
feffed by a I'renchman, an enemy, am'i a {chifmatic,
and a new prior being at the fame time named by
the pope, he had refuled to admit this perfon, whole
title was not legal, till he madc a compofition with
his fon, and agreed to pay him a hundred pounds
a year from the income of the benefice ; that he had
purchafed, from one T'ydeman of Limborch, an
old and forfeited annuity of fifty pounds a-year upon
the crown, and had engaged the king to admit that
bad debt ; and that, when created carl of Suffolk,
he had obtained a giant of yoo pounds a-year, to fup-
port the dignity of that title®.  Even the proof of
thefe articles, trivolous as they are, was foungd very
deficient upon the trial : It appeared that Suffolk
had made no purchafe from the erown while he was
chancellor, and that all his bargains of that kind
were made before he was advanced 10 that disnity*,
It is almoft needlels to add, that he was condemned
notwithftanding his defence ; and that he was de-
prived of his office.

*Cotton, pu 315, Knyghton, p. 2683. ¢

? 1t is probable that the earl of Suffolk wasnot rich, nor able
to fuppat the dignity without the bounty of the crown : For
his father, Michuel de la Pole, though a E'em merchant, had
been 1uined by lending muney to the late ding.  See Cotton,
P 194 Wemay remark that the dukes of Gloceflerand York,
though saflly vich, 1cceived at the fame time each of them a
thoulund pounds a yem, to {uppott their dig‘nity. Rymer,

vul. vil. py 481, Cotton, p. j104 o
¢ Cotton, p. 315,

GironeSTER
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GrocesTer and his affociates obferved their ftipu-
Jation with the king, and atracked no more of his
minifters : But they immediately attacked himfelf
and his royal dignity, and framed a commiffion after
the model of thofe which had been attempted almolt
in every reign fincethat of Richard I. and which had
always been attended with extreme confufion . By
this commiffion, which was ratified by parliament, a
council of fourteen perfons was appointed, all of
Glocefter’sfaction, except Nevil archbifhop of York:
The fovereign power was transferved to thefe men
€or a twelvemonth : The king, who had now reached
the twenty-firlt year of his age, was in reality de.
throned : The ariftocracy was rendered fupreme :
And though the term of the commiffion was limited,
it was eafy to forefee that the intentions of the party
were to render it perpetual, and that power would
with great difficulty be wrefted from thofe grafping
hands to which it was once committed. Richard,
however, was obliged to fubmit: He figned the
commiflion which violence had extorted from him ;
he took an oath never to infringe it ; and though at
the end of the feflion he publicly entered a proteft,
that the prerogatives of the crown, notwithftanding
his late conceflion, thould {till be deemed ontire and
unimpaired ¢, the new commiflioners, without re-
garding this declaration, proceeded to the exercile
of their avthority.

THE king, thus difpoffefied of royal power, was
foon fenfible of the contenipt into which he was fallen.
His favourites and minifters,who were as yet allowed
to remain about his perfon, failed not to aggravare
the injury, which, without any demerit o his part,
had been offered to him. .And his eager temper was
of itlelf fufficjently inclined to feek the means, both
of receverings his authority, and of reverging him-
felf on thofe who had invaded it. As the houfe of

4Knyghton, p. 2686, Statutes at Large, 10 Rich. 1L chap. i.
* Cottonp. 318, *
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commons appcared now of weight in the conflitu-
tion, he fecretly tried fome expedients for procuring
a favourable eleGtion : He founded fome of the fhe-
riffs, who being at that time both the returning offi-
cers and magifirates of great power in the counties,
had naturally confiderable influence in elettions’.
But, as moit of them had been appointed by his un-
cles, either during his minority, or during the courle
of theprefent committion, he found them, in general,
averfe to his enterprife. The fentiments and incli-
nations of the judges were more favourable to him.
He mef, at Nottingham, fir Robert Trefilian, chief*~
juftice of the King’s Bench, fir Robert Belknappe,
chief juftice of the Common Pleas, fir John Cary,
chief baron of the Exchequer, Holt, Fulthorpe, and
Bourg, inferior juftices, and Lockton, ferjeant at law;
and he propofed to them fome queries ; which thele
lawyers, either from the influence of his authority or
of reafon, made no fcruple of anfwering in the way
he defired. They declared that the late commiffien -
was derogatory to the royalty and prerogative of the
king; that thofe who procured it, or adviled the king
to confent to it, were punifhable with death ; that
thofe who neceflitated and compelled him were guilty
of treafon ; that thofe were equally criminal avho
thould perfevere in maintaining it ; that the king has
the right of diffolving parliaments at pleafufe; thatthe
parliament, while it fits, muft firft proceed upon the-
king’s bufinefs ; and that this affembly cannot, with-
out his confent, impeach any of his minifters and
judges & Even according to our prefent ftri€t max-

-

-ims with regard to law and the royal prerogative, all

thefe determinations, except the two laft, appear juf-

tifiable : And as the great privileges of the commons,

particularly that of impeachment,werehitherto new,
o ' N w

f In the preamble to 5 Henry IV. cap.vil. it is implied, that
the.fheriffs in a manner appointed the members of the houfé of
commons wot only in this parliamentbut in many gthers.

£ Koyghton, p. 2604,  Ypod. Neaftl p. 541,

L and
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and fupported by few precedents, there want not
plaufible reafons to juftify thele opinions of the
judges ". They fighed therefore their anfwer to the
king’s queries before the archbithops of York and
Dublin, the bifhops of Durham, Chichefter, and
Bangor, the duke of Ireland, the earl of Suffolk,
and two other counfellors of inferior quality.

TrE duke of Glocefter and his adberents foon got
intelligence of this fecret confultation, and were na-
turally very much alarmed at it. They faw the king’s

.intentions ; and they determined to prevent the ex-
ecution of them. As foon as he came to London,
which they knew was well difpofed to their party,
they [ecretly affembled their forces, dnd appeared in
arms at Haringay park, near Highgate, with a power
which Richard and his minifters were not able to
refift.  They fent him a meflage by the archbithop of
Canterbury, and the lords Lovel, Cobham, and De-
vereux, and demanded that the perfons who had fe-

* duced him by their pernicious counfel, and were trai-
tors both to him and to the kingdom, fhould be de-
livered up td thewm: A few days after theyappeared
in his prefence, armed and attended with arred fol-
lowers ; and they accufed, by name, the archbithop
of Y8k, the duke of Ireland, the earl of Suffolk,

h T'he parlaiment, in 1341, exadted of Edward III. that on

gthe third day of every feflion, the king fhould refume all the great
offices ; and that the minifters fhould then anfwer to any accula-
tion that fhould be brought againl them, Which plainly implics
thiac while minifters, they could not be accufed; or impeached in

parlisment. HenryIV. told the commons, that the ufage of par-
‘liament required them firil to gothrough the king’s bufinefs in

‘gi»;ranting fupplies ¢ which order the kinﬁ intended not to alter. -

Par]. Hift. vol. ii. p. 65." Upon the whole it muit be allowed,
that aceording to ancient p¥adtice and principles, there are, at
lealt, plaufible grounds for all thefe opinions of the judges. It
wuft be rpmarked? that this afirmation of Henry IV. was given
deliberately, altertonfulting the honfe of peers, who were much
hetter ncquainted withthe ufage of parliament than the ignorant
‘comtons. And it hasthe greater authority, becaufe Heury IV.
had -made this very priuc‘igle a Confiderable article of charge
againft his predeceffor ;%n¥ that a very few years before. Soill
grounded wege moft of the imputations thrown on the unhappy
‘Richard !

-~
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fir Robert Trefilian, and fir Nicholas Brembre, a¢
public and dangerous enemies to the ftate. They
threw down their gauntlets before the king, and
fiercely offered to maintain the truth of their charge
by duel. The perfons accufed, and all the other ob.
noxious minifters, had withdrawn or had concealed
themfelves. : .
Tue duke of Ireland fled to Chethire, and levied .
fome forces, with which he advanced to relieve the
king from the violence of the nobles. Glocefter en-
countered him in Oxfordfhire with much fuperior.
forces ; routed him, difperfed his followers, and
obliged him to fly into the Low.Countries, where
he died in exile a few years after. The lords then
appeared at London with an army of forty thoufand
men ; and having obliged the king to fummon a par-
liament, which was entirely at their devotion, they
had full power, by obferving a few legal forms, to
take vengeance on all their encmies. Five great
peers, men whofe combined power was able at any™
time to fhake the throne, the duke of Glocefter, the
king’s uncle ;. the earl of Derby, fon of the duke of
Lancafter ; the earl of Arundel ; the earl of Warwic,
and the earl of Nottingham, marefchal of England,
centered before the parliament an accufation 8r adp-
peal, as it was called, againft the five, counfellors
whom they had already acculed before the king,

. The parliament, who ought to have been judges,

were not afhamed toimpofe an oath on all their mem-
bers, by which they bound themfelves to live and
die with the lords appellants, and 1o defend them
againftall oppofition with their livesand fortunes ®,

. Trz otherproceedings were well fuited to the viow
lence and iniguity of the times. A charge, confift
ing of thirty-pine articles, was delivkied in by the

 appellants ; and, .as none of the acculed counfellors

except fir Nicholas Brembre was in cuftody, the

¥elt were cited to appear ; ard, upon their ablenting

' ' b Cotton, p. 323. .
‘thenilelves,
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themitlves, the houfe of peers, after a v'ery fhott in~ ¢ 11 A& P.
terval, without hearing a witnefls, without examining ~ *VIL

a fadl, or deliberating on one point of law, declared
them guilty of high trealon. Sir Nicholas Brembre,
who was produced in court, had the appearance, and
but the appearance, of a trial: The peers, though
they were not by law his proper judges, pronounced,
in a very fummary manner, fentence of death upnn
him ; and he was executed, together with fir Ro-
bert Lrefilian, who had been difcovered and taken
in thd interval,

*» Tt would be tedious to recite the whole charge
delivered in againft the five counfellors; which is to
be met with in feveral colleGions ', It is fufficient
to obferve, in general, that if’ we reafon upon the
fuppofition, which is the true one, that the royal
prerogative was invaded by the commiflion extorted
by the duke of Glocefter and his affociates, and that
the kinp’s perfon was afterwards detained in cuftody
by rcbels, many of the articles will appear, not only
to imply no crime in the duke of Ireland and the
minifters, but to alcribe to them altions which were
laudable, and which they were bound by their al
legiance to perform. The few articles impeaching
the gonduét ol thele minifters before that commil-
fion, which fubverted the conftitution, and annili-
lated all juftice and legal authority, are vague and

eneral ; fuch as their engroffing the king*s favour,
lg:eeping his barons at a diftance from him, obtaining
unreafonable grants for themlelves or their crea.
tures, and diffipating the public treafure by ulfelefs
expences. No violence is pbjetted to them; no
particular illcgal a&t = ; no breach of any ftatute s
and their adminiftration may therefore be concluded
to have beeg,fo far ipnocent and inoffenfive.  All
the diforderseindced feem to have proceeded, not

1 Kuyghton, p. 275. Tyrrel, vol. ifi. part 2. p. 919. fiom
the reeads.  Pail, Hift. vol. & po 4144

* Bee note [C ) at t‘hc’\:nd of the volume,
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from any violation of the laws, or any minifterial
tyranny, but merely from a rivalfhip of power, which

- the duke of Glocefter and the great nobility, agrec-

ably to the genius of the times, carricd to' the ut-
molt extremity againft their opponents, without any
regard to reafon, jultice, or humanity.

. Bur thefe were mnot the only deeds of violence
committed during the triumph of the party.- All the
other judges, who had figned the extrajudicial opi-
nions at Nottingham, were condemned to death,
and were, as a grace or favour, banithed to Irefind ;
though they pleaded the fear of their lives, and the
menaces of the king’s minifters as their excufe.
Lord Beauchamp of Holt, fir James Berners, and
John Salifbury, were alfo tried and condemned for
high treafon; merely becaufe they had attempted to
defeat the late commiffion: But the life of the latter
was fpared. The fate of Sir Simon Burley was
more fevere: This gentleman was much Dbeloved
for his perfonal merit, had diftinguifhed himfell by
many honourable ations*, was created knight of
the garter, and had been appointed - governor to
Richard, by the choice of the late king and of the
Black Prince: He had.attended his mafler from the
earlieft infancy'of that prince, and had ever remajned
extremely attached to him: Yet all thefe confidera-
tions could not fave him from falling a”vicim to
Glocefter’s vengeance. ‘This execution, mote than
all the others, made a deep impreffion on the mind
of Richard: His queen too (for he was already mar-
ried to the fifter of. the emperor Winceflaus, king
of Bohemia) interefted herfelf in behalf of Burley.:
3he remained three hours on her kades before the

,ld.“ke of Glocefter, pleading <or that gentleman’s

* At leaft this s the'charaQer given'of him bysFroiflard, li. ii,
who knew him perfonally : Walfingham, p. 54, givefs very
different chara@er of him : but h$ is a wricer fomewhat paflion-~
ate and pavtial ; and the choice made of this gentleman by Ed-
ward M1 and the Black Prince for the edueation of Richard,
mtkes the churadtergiven him by Froidard much mofe probable,
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life ; but though fhe was become extremely popular ¢ 1 a4 v,

by her amiable qualitics, which had acquired her
the appellation of the good quecn Aun, her petition
was {lernly rejeCted by the inexorable tyrant.

Tug parliament concluded this violent feene, by
a declaration that none of the articles, decided on
thelc trials to be treafon, thould ever afterwards be
drawn into precedent by the judges, who were {till
to confider the ftatute of the twenty-fifth of Edward
as the rule of their decifions. The houfe of lords
feem®not, at that time, to have known or acknow-

~ledged the principle, that they themfelves were
bound, in their judicial capacity, to follow the rules
which they, in conjunction with the king and com-
mons, had eftablifhed in their legiflative % It was
alfo cnaéted, that every one fhould {wear to the per-
petual maintenance and fupport of the forfeitures and
attainders, and of all the other adts pafled during this
parliament. The archbifhop of Canterbury added
the penalty of excommunication, as a farther fe-
curity to thefe violent tranfadtions.

It might naturally be expeded, that the king,
being reduced to fuch flavery by the combination of
the princes and chief nobility, and having appeared
{o ynable to defend his fervants from the cruel effeéts
of their refentment, would long reyrain in fubjection
to them $and never would recover the royal power,
without the moft violent ftruggles and convulfions :
But the event proved contrary. Inlefs than a twelve-
month, Richard, who was in his twenty-third year,
declared in council, that, as he had now attained the
full age which entitled him to govern by his own
authority hi? kingdom and houlehold, he refolved to
exercile his right of fovereignty ; and when no one
ventured togontradiét fo reafonable an intention, he
deprdved Fiez-Alan, archbifhop of Canterbury, of
the dignity of chancellor, and beftowed that high

& See not's [‘D] at the end ¢f the volume.
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© B o P office on William of Wickham, bifhop of Winchef-
teemspemn tC1 3 the bifhop of Hereford was difplaced from the
189,  office of treafurer, the earl of Arundel from that of
admiral 5 even the duke of Glocefter and the earl of
Warwic were removed for a time from the council :
And no oppofition was made to thefe great changes.
The hiltory of this reign is imperfeét, and little to
be depended on ; except where it is fupported by
public records: and it is not eafy for us to aflign
the reafon of this unexpefted event. Perhaps fome
fecret animofities, naturally to be expetted in that
fituation, had créeped in among the great men, and™
had enabled the king to recover his authority, Per-
haps the violence of their former proceedings had
Ioft them the afleftions of the people, who foon re-
pent of any cruel extremities to whichthey are carried
by their leaders. However this may be, Richard ex«
ercifed with moderation the authority which he had
refumed. He leemed to be entirely reconciled to
his unclesand the other great men, of whom he .
had fo much reafon to complain: He never at-
tempted to recal from banifhment the duke of Ire-
land, whom he found fo obnoxious to them : He
confirmed, by proclamation, the general pardon
which the parliament had pafled for all offenses :
And he courted the affetions of the people, by
voluntarily remitting fome fubfidies whiclf had been
granted him ; a remarkable and almoft fingular in. -
ftance of fuch generofity.

ArTER this compofure of domeftic differences,
and this reftoration of the government to its natural
{tate, there paffes an interval of eight years, which
aflords not many remarkable events. “'The dukeof
Lancafter returned from Spain ; having refigned to
his rival all pretenfions to the crown ok Caftile upon
payment of a large fum of money ™ “and Laving
married his daughter, Philippa, to the king of Por-

! Dugdale, vol. £. n. 150. A Rugehton, . 2677,
Walfingham, p. 342, sgliton, p. 2677
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tugal. The authority of this prince ferved to coun-
terbalance that of the duke of Glocelter, and fe-
cured the power of Richard, who paid great court
to his eldeft uncle, by whom he had never been
offended, and whom he found more moderate in
his temper than the younger. Ie made a ceffion,
to him for life of the dutchy of Guienne", which
the inclinations and changeable humour of the
Galcans had reflored to the Englith government;
but ag they remonitrated loudly againft this deed, it
was finally, with the duke’s confent, revoked by
“Richard ®. There happened an incident, which
produced a diflenfion between Lancafter and his
two brothers, After the death of the Spanifh prin-
cels, he elpoufed Catherine Swineford, daughter of
a private knight of Hainault, by whofe alliance
York and Glocelter thought the dignity of their
family much injured: But the king gratified his
uncle, by paffing in parliament a charter of legiti-
» mation to the children whom that lady had born
him before marriage, and by creating the eldelt
earl of Somerfet *.,

Twue wars, meanwhile, which Richard had in-
herited with his crown, ftill continued ; though in.
terrupted by frequent truces,. according to the
practice of that age, and conduéted with little vi-
gour, by réafon of the weaknefs of all parties. The

* French war was fcarcely heard of 5 the tranquillity
of the northern borders was only interropted by
one inroad of the Scots, which proceeded more from
a rivalhip between the two martial families of
Piercy and Douglas, than from any national quar-
rel: A fierce battle or fkirmith was fought at Otter-
borne 9, in which youllg Piercy, firnamed Hotfpur,
from his impatuous valour, was taken prifoner, and
DougMs flain ¢ and the vitory remained undecided®.

n Rym'er, vol. vil, p'. 659. % 1bid, p. 687, ® Cotton,
p- 365. Wallingham, p. 352. , 2 15th Augult, 1388,

* ¥ Froiffad, liv. iil. chapy 124, 125, 126. Waltingham, p. 355,
Some
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¢ u 4 p. Some infurrettions of the Irifh obliged the king to
XVIL  make an expedition into that country, which he re-
13%. duced to obedience ; and he recovercd, in fome de-
gree, by this enterprife, his charafter of courage,
which had fuffered a little by the ina&livity of his
1396, reign. At laft, the Englifh and ¥rench-courts be=
gan to think in earneft of a lalting peace ; but found
it fo difficult to adjult their oppefite pretenfions,
that they were content to eltablith a truce of twenty-
five years ' : Breltand Cherbourg were reﬁorsd, the
former to the duke of Britanny, the latter to the
king of Navarre : Both parties werc left in pofleflion™
of all the other places which they held at the time of
concluding the truce: And to render the amity be-
tween the two crowns more durable, Richard, who
was now a widower, was afhanced to Ifabella, the
daughter of Chailest. This princels was only fe-
ven years of age ; but theking agieed to fo unequal
a match, chiefly that he migh fortify himfclt by
this alliance agin{t the enterprifes of his uncles,~
and the incurable turbulence as well as inconftancy
of his barons.
T adminiftration of the king, though it was
not, in this interval, {ullicd by any unpopular a&,
except the feizing of the charter of London ¥, which
was foon alter reltored, tended not much to corro-
borate his authority ; and his perfonai charatter
brought him into contempt, even while his public~
government appeared, in a good meafure, unex-
ceptionable. Indolent, profufe, addilted to low
pleafures ; he fpent his whole time in fealling and
jollity, and difipated, in idle thow, or in bounties
to favourites of no reputation, that revenue which
the people cxpefted to fee*him employ in enter-
prifes diretted to public honour and advantage., He
forgot his rank by admitting all men to his fami-
liarity 5 and he was not {enfible that their acquaint-
¢ R}:mcr, vol. vii. p. 8zo. . ‘Ibid p. 811,
¢ Ihid, p. 727, Wallingham, p. 345 )
10 ance
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ance with the qualities of his mind was not able to
imprefs them with the refpeft which he negleéted
to preferve from his birth and ftation. "The earls of
Kent and Huntingdon, his half brothers, were his
chief confidents and favourites; and though he
never devoted himfelf to them with fo prolufe an
affeion as that with which he had {ormerly buen
attached to the duke of Ireland, it was eafy for men
to fee, that every grace pafled through their hands,
and that the king had rendered himfelf a mere cy-
pher ih the govermnent.  The fmall regard which
“he public bore to his perfon, difpofed them to
murmur againft his adminiftration, and to receive,
with greedy ears, every complaint which the dif-
contented or ambitioys grandees fuggelted to
them. ‘ o
GrocusTER foon perceived the advantages which
this diffolute condu& gave him; and finding, that
both refentment and jealoufy on the part of his ne-
, phew {lill prevented him from acquiring any afcend-
ant.over that prince, he determnined to cultivate his
popularity with the nation, and to revenge himfelf
on thofe who eclipled him in favour and authority.
He feldom appeared at court or in council: He ne-
ver declared his opinion burt in-order to difapprove
of the meafures embraced by the king and his fa-
yourites; And . he courted the {riendfhip of every
*man whom difappoiritment or private refentment
had reridered in enemy to the adminittration.. The
long truce ‘with- France was unpopular: with. the
Englith, who breathed nothing but war againft that
hoftile nation; and Glocefter took caré to encou-
rage all the vulgar prejudices which. prevailed -on
this {fubjeét. Forgetiihg the misfortunes which at-
tended the Rnglith arms during the later years of
Edwat, he nsade an invidious comparifon between
the glories of that feign and the inaétivity of the pre:
fent, and he lamented that Richard fhould haye de-
generated fo much frgm the heroic vittues by- Wh{k‘i'h
is
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his father and his grandfather were diftinguithed,
The military men were inflamed with a defire of war,
when they heard him talk of the fignal vi€ories
Sormerly oblained, and ol the eafy prey which might
be made of ¥rench tiches by the fupetior valour
of the Fnglifa: The populace readily embraced
he fume fentiments : And all men exclaimed that
this prince, whoft: counfels were fo much negletted,
was the true fuppert of Faglith honour, and alone
able to raife the nation to its former power and
{plendour. Ilis great abilities, his popular manners,
his princely extration, his immenfe riches, his high
office of conftable *, all thefc advantages, not a little
aflifted by his want of court-favour, gave him a
mighty authority in the kingdom, and rendered him
formidable to Richard and his niinifters,
FRroissArD ¥, 2 contemporary writer and very
impartial, but whofe credit is fomewhat impaired
by his want of exa@nefs in material faéls, afcribes
to the duke of Glocefler more defperate views, and
fuch as were totally incompatible with the govern.
ment and domeltic tranquillity of the nation. Ac-
cording to that hiftorian, he propofed to his nephew,
Roger Mortimer earl of Marche, whom Richard
had declared his fucceflor, to give Lim immediate
pofleflion of the throne, by the depofition of a prince
fo unworthy of power and authority : And when
Mortimer declined the projel, he refolved to make
a. partition of the kingdom between himfelf, his two
brothers, and the earl of Arundel; and entirely to
difpoflefs Richard of the crown.  The king, it is
faid, being informed of thefe defigns, faw that
cither his own 1uin or that of Glocelter was inevi-
table; and he refolved by a hafty blow, to prevent
the exccution of fuch deftruftive projeéts. 'U'his is
certain, that Glocelter, by his own confeflicn, had
often affeted to fpeak contemptuoufly of the king’s

¥ Rymer, vol. vil. p. 152, _’ % Liv. iv. clap. 86,
perfon
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perfon and government ; had deliberated concern-
ing the lawfulnels of throwing off allegiance to him;
and had even borne part in a fecrct conference,where
his depofition was propofed, and talked of, and de-
termined ¥ : But it is rcafonable to think, that his
[chemes were not {o far advanced as to make him
refolve on putting them immediately in execution.
The danger, probably, was ftill too diftant to ren-
der a defperate remedy entirely neceflary for the
fecurjty of government,

BuT whatever opinion we may form of the dan-
"ger arifing from Glocefter’s confpiracics, his aver-
fion_to the French tfuce and alliance.was public
and gvowed ;_ and that court which had now a
great influence over the king, pufhed him to pro-
vide for his own fafcty, by punifhing the traitorous
defigns of his uncle. The refentment againft his
former a(ls of violence revived ; the fenfe of his re-
fraftory and uncompliant behuviour was §ill recent;
and a man, whofe ambition had unce ulurped royal
authority, and who had mudered all the faith{ul
fervants of the king, was thought capable, on a
favourable opportunity, of rencwing the fame cri-
minal enterprifes. The king’s precipitate temper
admitted of no delibération’s (le ordered Glocefier
to be utidkpedtcdly afrelted 5.ta.behurtind on bodrd
a fhip which was lying in the rive1 ; and to be car-
ried over to Calals, where alone, by reafun of his
numerous pattifans, he could fafely be derained in
cuftody *. The earls of Arundel and Warwic were
feized  at the fame time : The malcontents, fo fud.

¥ Cotton, p. 378, Tyirel, vol. iil. part 2, p. 972, from the re-
cords, Parlamentary hilory, vol. 1. p. 473. That this contef-
fion was genuine, and obtained without violence, may be entire-
ly depended c@.  Judge Rickhill, who brought it over from
galaisg was tried on that account, and acquitted in the fu i par-
liament of Henry IV, when Glocefler’s party was pievalent,
His acquittal, notwithftanding his innocence, may cven appear
marvellous, confidering the times.  See Cotton, p. 393,

& Froiffind, liv. iv. ghap. go. Walling. p. 354
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CH AP denly deprived of their leaders, were aftonifhed and

xVil.

b e OVerawed : And the concurrence of the dukes of

1397

27th Sept

Lancafter and Yok in thofe meafurcs, together
with the eals of Detby and Rutland, the cldeft {ons
of thefe princes?, bereaved thum of all poflibility of
refiltance.

A rarvtamint was immediately fummeoncd at
Weltminfter ; and the king doubted not to find
the peers, and flill more the commons, very com-
pliant with his will. This houfe had in a {fermer
parliament given him very fenfible proofs of their
attachinent * 3 and the piefent fuppreflion of Glo-
cefter’s party made_him {till more affured of 4 fa-
vourable clection.  As a farther expedient for that
purpofe, he is allo faid to have employed the influs
ence of the theiitts; a practice which, though not
unufual, gave umbrage, but which the eltablifhed
authotity of that aflembly rendered afterwards flill
moic familiar to the nation. Accordingly the par-
liament paffed whatever adls the king was pleafed to -
d:AQate to them *: They annulled for ever the com-
miflion which ufurped upon the royal authority, and
they declared it treafonable to atiempt, in any fu-
ture period, the revival of any fimilar commiffion °
They abrogated all the ats which attainted *the
king’s minilters, and which that pailiagent who
paticd them, and the whole nation, had fworn in- |
violably to maintain : And they declated the ge-
neral pardon then granted to be invalid, as extorted
by force, and never 1atified by the free confent of
the king. ‘Though Richard, after he refumed the
government, and lay no longer under conftraint,
had voluntarily, by proclumution, confirmed that
general indemnity ; this circumftance fecmed not,

-~

# Rymer, vol, vili.p. 7. * Sce note [E]at theend of the
voluw. ”

® 'The nobles brought numerous retaivers with them to give
them fecurity, as we me told by Wilfingham, P- 354 'The

Ly had only a foew Chefhnemes for s guard,
¢ Btetutes at Large, 21 Richaid 11,

n



Rrcuarnp 1

3

in their cves, to merie any confideration. Iivena CH A P.

particular pardon, granted {ix years after to the carl
of Arundel, was annulled by parliament ; on pre-
tence that it bad becn'procured by furprife, and
that the king was not then {ully apprifed of the de-
gree of guilt incurred by that nobleman.
THE commans then preferred an impeachment
abainlt Fitz-Alan, aré¢hbithop of Cinterhury, and
“Brother to Arundel, and acculed him for his con-
currenge in procuring the illegal commiflion, and
in attainting the king’s minilters. The primate
‘Dieaded guilty ; but as he was protefled by the ec-
clefiaftical privileges, the king was fatisfied with a
fentence, which banifhed him the kingdom, and
fequeftered his temporalities ®, "An appeal or ac-
cufation was prefented againit the duke of Glocelter,
and the earls of Arundel and Warwic, by the earls
of Rutland, Kent, Huntingdon, Somerfet, Salifbury,
and Nottingham, together with the lords Spencer
wand Scrope, and they were accufed of the fame
crimes which had been imputed to the arch-
bithop, as well as,of their appearance againft the
king in a hoflile manner at Harringay-park. The
carl of Arundel, who was brought to the bar, wifel
confised all his defence to the pleading of both the
general and particular pardon of the king: but his
plea being “over-ruled, he was condemned and ex-
*ecuted ®.  The earl of Warwice, who was allo con-
vifted of high treafon, was, on account of his fub-
miflive bebaviour, pardoned as w his life, but
doomed to perpetual bunithment in the Ifle of Man.
o new adts gf treafon were imputed to either of
thefe noblemen.  "Uhe only crimes, for which they
. were condemned, were the old attemprs againit the
crown, whichsleemed to be obliterated, both by the
diftanc® of tithe aud by repeated pardons’, The
.

4 Cotton, p. 368. ¢ Ibid p. 377. Froiffard, liv. iv.
chap. 9o, Walling p. 354 * I'ynel, vol. i, part i,
p- 968, frum the records, »
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rcafons of this method of proceeding, it is difficult
1o conjefture. The recent confpiracics of Glocefter
fcem certain from his own confeflion: But, per-
haps, the king and miniflry had not at that time
in their hands any fatisfattory proof of their reali-
ty ; perhaps, it was difficult to convit Arundel
and Warwic of any participation in them; per-
haps, an inquiry into thele confpiracics would have
involved in the guilt fome of thole great noblemen
who now concurred with the crown, and whom it
was neceffary to cover from all impuration ; Gr per-
haps the king, according to the genius of the ages-
was indiffercnt about maintaining even the appear.
ance of law and equity, and was only folicitous by
any means to enflure fuccels in thele profecutions.
This point, like many others in ancient hiftory, we
are obliged to leave altogether undetermined.

A warrant was iflued to the earl mareflchal,
governor of Calais, to bring over the duke of Glo-
cefler, in order to his trial ; but the governor re-_
turned for anfwer, that the duke had died fuddenly
of an apoplexy in that fortrefs. Nothing could be
more fulpicious, from the time, than the circum.
ftances of that prince’s death : It became immedi-
ately the general opinion, that he was murdergd by
orders from his nephew : In the fublequent reign
undoubted proofs were produced in parlinment, that
he had been fuffocated with pillows by his keepers €.~
And it appeared that the king, apprehenfive left the
public trial and execution of fo popular a prince,
and fo near a rclation, might prove both dangerous
and invidious, had taken this bafe method of grati.
tying, and, as he fancied, concealing his revenge
upon him. Both parties, in their fucceffive tri-
umphs, feem to have had no farther concern than
that of retaliating upon their adverfaties ; aud nei-
ther of them were aware, that, -by imitating, they
indirectly juftified, as far as it lay in their power, all
the illegal violence ‘of the oppofite partys

¢ Cotton, p. 399, 400, Dugdale, vol. i, P 1714
Tuis
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Trus feflion concluded with the creation or ad- ¢ B A P.
vancement of feveral peers : The earl of Derby was J‘:ﬁ__,
madec duke of Hereford ; the ear]l of Rutland, duke  s597.
of Albemarle ; the earl of Kent, duke of Surrey;
the ear] of Huntingdon, duke of Exeter; the earl
of Nottingham, duke of Norfolk ; -the earl of So-
merfet, marquis of Dotfet; lord Spencer, earl of
Glocefter ; Ralph Nevil, earl of Weltmoreland ;

' 'Thomas Piercy, earl of Worcelter ; William Scrope,
earl of Wiltthire®. The parliament, after a feflion
of twelve days, was adjourned to Shrewfbury. The

~hing, before the departure of the members, exated
from them an cath for the perpetual maintenance
and eftablithment of all their aéts; an oath fimilar
to that which had fotmerly been required by the
duke of Glocefter and his party, and which had al-
ready proved fo vain and fruitlefs.

Boru king and parliament met in the fame dif- 93:1?9;\;‘.
pofitions at Shrewibury. So anxious was Richard
for the fecurity of thele alls, that he obliged the
lords and commons to [wear anew to them on the
crofs of Canterbury '3 and he foon after procured
a bull from the pope, by which they were, as he
imagined, perpetually fecured and eftablifhed *. The
parligment, on the other hand, conferred on him
Jor life the duties on wonl, wool-fells, and leather,
and grant®d him, befides, a fubfidy of one tenth

» and a half, and one fifttenth and a half. They alfo
reverfed the attainder of Trefilian and the other
.judges, and, with the approbation of the prefent
judges, declared the anfwers, for which -thefe ma.
giftrates had been impeached, to be juft and legal 'z
And they cartied fo far their retrofpeét, as to re-
verfe, on the petition of lord Spender, earl of Glo-
cefter, the gjtainder pronounced againft the two
Spenfers in the reign of Edward IL ® The ancient
hiftory of England is nothing but a catalogue of re-

k Cotton, p. y . i Ibid. p. 371.

k Walﬁng}’p.s:_Z-_':;-,s.371 . IStaSutI:s :’JLa'rge, 21 Rich. IL.
© mCottony p. 372-, ) )

Vort 11, : D. verlals :
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A Y yerfals : Every thing is in flu&uation and movement:

‘e One fallion is continually undoing what was efla-

1398,

bliflied by another: And the multiplied oaths, which
each party exacted for the fecurity of the prefent alts,
betray a perpetual confcioufnefs of their inftability.

Tur parliament, before they were diffolved, elett-
ed a committee of twelve lords and fix common-

“ers *, whom they invefted with the whole power both«
of lords and commons, and endowed with full au.
thority to finifh all bufinefs which had been4aid be-
fore the houfes, and which they had not had leilure 1o
bring to a conclufion ®.  This was an unufual con-
ceflion; and though it was limited in the objeét,
mioht, either immediately or as a precedent, have
proved dangerous to the conflitution : But the caufe
of that extraordinary meafure was an event fingular
and unexpeéted, which engaged the attention of the
parliament.

ArTER the deflru@ion of the duke of Glocefter
and the heads of that party, a mifunderftanding
broke out among thole noblemen who had joined
in the profecution ; and the king wanted either
authority fufficient to appeale it, or forefight to

“prevent it. The duke of Herelord appeared

in parliament, and accufed the duke of Norfolk
of having fpoken to him, in private,~ many {lan-
derons words of the king, and of having im.
puted to that prince an tintention of {ubverting
and deftroying many of his principal nobility *.
Norfolk denied the charge, gave Hereford the lie,
and offered to prove his own innocence by duel,

® The nanics of the commilfioners were, the dukes of Lancaf-
ter, Youk, Albemarle, Suniey, and Exeter ; the marquis of Dor-
fet 5 the earls of March, Salitbury, Northumberland, Glocefter,
Winchetter, and Wiltfhire ; John Bufley, Yleury Green, John

» Ruflel, Robert "Ceyre, Henry Chelmefwicke§ and Johit Golofre.

1t is to be remarked, that the duke of Pancalter always concurs
red with the refl in ali their proceedings, even in the banifhment
of his fon, which was afterwards fa much complajned of.

® Cotton, p. 372 Walling, p. 755

¥ Cotton, p. 372,  Patliumentary Hiftory, vol.i. p. 490.
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.The challenge was accepted : The time and place CH A @

of combat were appointed: And as the event of
this important trial by arms might require the in-
terpofition of legiflative authority, the parliament
thought it more fuitable to delegate their power to
a cowmittee, than to prolong the feffion beyond
the ufual time which cuftom and general conve-
nience had prefcribed to it e,

Tr1r duke of Hereford was certainly very lirile
deljcate in the point of honour, when he revealed
a private converfation to the ruin of the perfon who
bad entrufled him; and we may thence be more
inclined to believe the duke of Norfolk’s denial,
than the other’s afleveration.' But Norfolk had in
thefe tranfaftions betrayed an equal negleét of ho-
nour, which brings him entirely on a level with his
antagonifl. Though he had publicly joined with
the duke of Glocefter and his party in all the former
afts of violence again{t the king; and his name
ftands among the appellants who accufed the duke
of Lieland and tle other minifters; yet was he not
alhamed publicly to impeach his former aflociates
for the very crimes which he had concurred with
them in committing ; and his name increafes the
1R of thole appcllants who brought them to a trial.
Such were the principles and pra€lices of thofe an-
cient kfights and barons during the prevalence of
the ariftocratical government, and the’ reign of
chivalry.

Tre lifts for this decifion of truth and right were
appointed at Coventry before the king : All the nobi-
lity of England bandied into parties, and adhered
either to the one dukeor the other : The whole nation
was held in fulpence with regard to the cyent: But
when the wwo champions appearéd in the ficld, ac-

[ 4 L]

4T the firfl yuaof Henry V1. when the anthouity of Parlin-
ment was giat, and when that aflfembly could leatt be fufpediud
of lying yuder violeuce,ea like concethon was made Lo the privy

wm Jl, from like motins of convenience,  See Cottony pe 564
)2 coutred
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¢ 1A P coutred for the cowbat, the king interpoled, to
XVl prevent both the prefent cflufion of fuch noble
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blood, and the tutuse confequences of the quanel.
By the advice and aurhority of the parliamentary
commiffioners he ftopped the duel 5 and to hew his
impartiality, he ordered, by the fame authority,
both the combatants to leave the kingdom*; als
figning one country for the place of Norfolk’s exile,
which he declared perpctnal; another for that ol
Hereford, which he limited to ten yeurs. .

Mcrrrory was a man of great prudence and
eommand of temper 3 and he behaved himfell with
fo much fubmiflion in thefe delicate circumf{tances,
that the king, before lis departwe, promifed to
fhorten the turm of his exile fows years; and he
alfo gpr.nted him letters patent, by which he wa,
empowered, in cale any inheritance thould in the
interval accrue to him, to enter immediately in pof-
feffion, and to poltpone the doing of homage till
his returi,,

T11r weaknels and Qu&uation of Richard’s coun-
fels appear no where mote evident than in the con-
duct of this affair. No fooner had Hereford left
the kingdom, than the king’s jealoufy of the power
and riches of that prince’s family revived 3 and® he
was feafible that by Glocelter’s desth, he, bad only
removed a counterpoife to the Luancaftrian intercit,
which was now hecome formideble to his crown and
kingdom, Being informed that Hereford had ea-
tered iuto a treary of marriage witlt the daughter of
the duke of Berry, uncle to the French king, he
determiuned to prevent the finithing of an alliance
which would {o much extend the intereft of his
coufin in foreign countijes; and he fent over the
catl of balibury to Pais with a cotnmniffion for
that parpole.  “ihe death of the duke®of Landafter,
which happened fuon after, called upon him 10 take

"Corrom, g0, Walfiughaa, p. 356,
N new
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new refolutions with regard to that opulent fuc- c#a p.

cellion,  "The prefent duke, in confequence of the
king's pateat, defired to be put in pofletlion of the
cltate and jurildiftions of his father : But Richard,
afraid of firengthenina the hands of a man whom
he had already fo much offended, applied to the
parliamentary commiffioners, and perfuaded them,
that this affair was but an appendage to that bulinefs
which the puliament had delegated to them. By
their guthority he revoked his letters patent, and
retained pofleflion of the eftate of Lencafter : And
By the fame authority he {cized and tried the duke’s
attorney, whohad procuredand intilted on the letters,
and he had him condemned as a traitor, for faithfully
executiug that truft to his mafter*.  An extrava.
gaut a& ol power ! even though the king changed,
in favour of the attoiney, the penalty ol death into
that of banithment.
Hewnnry, the new duke of Lancalter, had ae-
»quired, by his condudt and abilities, the efleem of
the public; and having ferved with diflin€lion againft
the infidels in Lithuania, e had joined to his other
praifes thofe of piety and valour, virtues which have
at all times a great influence over mankind, and
werey duting thofe ages, the qualities chiefly held
in eflimation®.  1le was conne@led with moft of
the principal nobility by blood, alliance, or friend-
“thip; and as the injury done him by the king
might in its confequences affe@ all of them, he
ealily brought them by a fenfe of common intereft,
to take part in Lis refentment. The people, who
muft havé an gbject of affetion, who found nothing
in the king’s perfon which they could love or re-
vere, and who were even difgulted with many parts
of his condu&", eafily transferred to Henry that
attach-
¢ T'yrrel, vol. iii. part 2. p.ygt, from the records.
¢ Walfingham, p. 343. .
% He levied fines upog thofe who had ten years before joined

the duke of Clocefter and his party : They were obliged o pay
him money,before he would allow them to enjoy the benelit :JF
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attachment, which the death of the duke of Glo-
celter had left withour any fixed direftion.  Tlis
misfortunes were lamented ;3 the injullice which he
had {uffered was complained of 5 and all woa taroed
their eyes towards hiim, as the only perfon dhat
could retrieve the loft hononr of the nation, or re.
drefs the {uppofed abufes in the governmnt.
WaiLr fuch were the difpofitions of the people,
Richard had the imprudence to ewbark for Lie.
land, in order to revenge the death of his coufin,
Roger earl of Marche, the prefumptive leir of the
crown, who had lately been flain in a fkirmifh by
the natives; and he thereby left the kingdom of
England open to the attempts of his provoked and
ambitious enemy. Henry, embarking at Nantz
with a retinue of {ixty perfong, among whom were
the archbifhop of Canterbury and the young earl of
Arundel, nephew to that prelate, landed at Raven.
fpur in Yorkfhire; and was immediately joined by
the earls of Northumbeiland and Weltinoreland,
two of the molt potent barons in England.  llere
he took a folemn cath, that he had no other pur.
pofe in this invafion, than to recover the dutchy of
Lancalter, unjufily detained from him; and he in.
vited all his fricnds in Fopgland, and all lovers of
their country, to fecond him in this realgnable and
moderale pretenfion. Fvery place was in commo.
tion : "The malcontents in all quarters flew to arms ;
London difcovered the ftrongelt fymptons of its
dilpofition to mutiny and rebellion : And Henry’s
armny, increafing on evety day’s march, foon
amounted to the number of Go,000 combatants.
THe duke of York was left guardian of the

realm ; a place to which his birth entitled hitm, but

the indeninity ; and in the articles of charge agﬂ;xﬂ. him, jtis af.

f_ex ted, that the payment of one fine did not fufice. Tt is indeed
likely, that his minifters wonld abufe the powcr put into their
hands; and this grievance cxtended to very many people.  Hif-
torians agree in reprefenting this prefiice as a preas oppreffion.
See Otterbpurne, p. 199, e

~ which
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which both his flender abilities, and his natural con-
nexions with the duke of Lancafter, rendered him
utterly incapable of filling in fuch a dangerous emer-
gency. Such of the chief nobility as were attached
to the crown, and ‘could either have feconded the
guardian’s good intentions, or have overawed his
infidelity, had attended the king into Ireland ; and
the efforts of Richard’s friends were every where
more feeble thun thole of his enemies. The duke
of York, however, appointed the rendezyous of his
forces®ar St, Albans, and foon affembled an army
«f 40,000 men ; but found them entirely deftitute
of zeal and attachment to the royal caufe, and more

inclined to join the party of the rebels. He heark-

ened therefore very readily to a meffage froin
Henry who entreated him not to oppof€ a loyal'and
humble fupplicant in the recovery of his legal pa-
trimony ; and the guardian even declared publicly
that he would fecond his nephew in {o vealonable
a requeft.  His 'army embraced with acclamations
the fame meafures; and the duke of Lancafter,
reinforced by them, was now entirely malter of the
kingdom. e haftened to Briftol, into which fome
of the king’s minifters had thrown themfelves ; and
foon pbliging that place to furrender, he yielded to
the popular wilhes, and without giving them a trial,
ordered the earl of Wiltthire, fir John Bufly, and
Wir Heﬁry Green, whom he there took prifoners,
to be led to immediate éxecution.

39
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. Tuz king, receiving intelligence of this invafion -
and infurreétion, haftened over from Ireland, and

landed _in Milford Haven with a body of 20,000
mén : But evén this army, fo 'much inferior to the
enéiy, was either overawed by the general combi-

nation of the kingdom, or feized with the fame |

fpfrit: of difaﬁ?ﬁion ; and they gradually deferted.

hiih, ill he found shat he had not above Gooo men
who followed'his ftandard. . It appeared, therefore,
‘neceflary o retire fearetly from this {mall body,

- o "Dye - which
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CHAP which ferved only to expofe him to danger; and he
o fled to the ifle of Anglefea, where he purpofed to
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embark either for Iteland or France, and there
await the favourable opportunitics which the 1e-
turn of his fubjeds to a fenfe of duty, or their fu-
ture difcontents againft the duke of Lancaller,
would probably afford him.  Henry, fenfible of the
danger, fent to him the earl of Northumberland |
with the ftrongelt profeflions of loyalty and fub-
miffion ; and that nobhleman, by treacheiy and falfe
oaths, made himfelf mafter of the king’s perfon,

. . . Ll
and carried him to his enemy at Vlint Caftle. Kich-
ard was condufted to London, by the duke of Lan-
cafter, who was there reccived with the acclamations
of the mutinous populace. It is pretcnded that
the recorder met him on the road, and in the name
of the city, entreated him for the public fafety, to
put Richard to death, with all his adherents who
were prifoners ¥; but the duke prudently deter-
mined to make many others participate in his guilt,
betore hie would proceed to thofe extremities. For
this purpofe, he iffued writs of ele@ion in the king’s
name, and appointed the imnediate meeting ot a
parliament at Weltminfter.

Sucw of the peers as were moft devoted te the
king, were either fled or imprifoned 5 and no op-
pouents, cven among the barons, dared to appear
againlt 1llenry, amidft that fcene of ourage and
violence, which coinmonly attends revolutions, efpe-
cially in England during thofe turbulent ages, It
is allo ealy to imapine, that a houfe of commons,
elefted during this univerfal ferment, and this tri-
umph of the Lancaflrian party, would be extremel,’
attached to that caufe, and ready to fccond every
fuggeftion of their leaders. ‘That order, being as
yet of too little weight to ftem the toFrent, Was al-

w V\"alﬁnghd’r\u.
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ways carried along with it, and ferved only to in-
creafe the violence, which the public intereft re-
quired it fhould’ endeavour to control. The duoke
of Lancafter, therefore, feniible that he fhould be
entirely maftér, began to carry his views to the
crown itfelf; and he deliberated with his partifans
* concerning the molt proper means of effeting his
daring purpofe He firfl extorted a refignation from
Richard*; but as he knew that this deed ‘would
.'un(ly 'lppe'xr the refult of force and fear, he allo
_purpoled, noththﬁandmg the danger of the prece-
Tdent to hxm[’elf and his poflerity, to have him' fo-
lemnly depofed in parliament, for his pretended ty-
ranny and mifconduét. A charge, confifting of
thirty-three articles, was accor dingly drawn up
againft him, and prefented to that affembly v,
Iy we examine thefe articles, which -are expreﬂ'ed
with extreme acrimony againft Richard, we fhall
find that, except fome rath fpeeches wlnch are ime
puted to him *, and of whofe reality, as they are faid
. to have pafled in private converfation, we' may rea-
{fonably entertain fome doubt ; the chief ‘amount of
the charge is'contained in his violent conduét during
the two laft years of his reign, and naturally divides
itfedf into two principal heads. "The firft and moft
confiderable is the’ revenge which ‘he rook on the
princes and great barons, who hid formerly ufurp-
ed, ‘arid {till pedevued in controlling and threaten-
- ing, his authority 3 the fecond is ‘the violation of the
laws and general privileges of his:people. =~ But the
former, however irregular “in’ many of its circum-
ftarices, was fully fupportcd by authority of parlia-
met, and was but'a copy of the violence ‘which the
prinices and batond themfelves, during their former

4%
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‘mumph had exercifed againft "him and hls party.: .

L Kayghton, p. 2744. Otterbourne, p. 212, , ¥ Tyrrel,

vol. fii. pagt z. p. 1008, fom the,records.  Knygton, p. 2746.

. Ottu:bourne, P:214ea 4 z Art, 16, 26. Th
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CHAT. The detention of Lancafter’s eftate was, propquy
vy Ipeaking, a revocation, by parliamentary authority,
1399. of a grace which the king himfelf had formerly
granted him. ‘Ihe murder of Glocefter (for the
fecret execution, however merited, of that prince,
certainly deferves this appellation) was a private
deed, formed not any precedent, and implied not
any ulurped or arbitrary power of the crown, which
could juftly give umbrage to the people. It really
proceeded from a defeé of power in the king, ras
ther than from his ambition ; and proves that initead
of being dangerous to the conftitution, he poflefied ~
not even the authority neceflary for the execution of
the laws.

ConcerNing the fecond head of accufation, as
it moftly confifts of general fadts, was framed by
Richard’s inveterate enemies, and was never allowed
to be anfwered by him or his friends, it is more dif-
ficult to form a judgment. The greater part of
thele grievances, imputed to Richard, feems to be
the exertion of arbitrary prerogatives ; fuch as the
difpenfing power *, levying purveyance ®, employing
the maifhal’s court®, extorting loans‘, granting
proteftions from law-fuits®; prerogatives which,
though ofien complained of, had often been exer-
cifed by his predeceflors, and ftill continued to be
{o by his fucceffors. But whether his irregular alts
of this kind were more frequent, and injudicious,
and violent than ufual, or were only laid hold of and
exaggerated by the faltions to which the weaknefs
of his reign had given birth, we are not able, at this
diftance, to determine with certainty. Chere is,
however, one circumfilance in which his condu is
vifibly different from that of his grandfather : Heis
not accufed of having impofed one arpitrary tax,
without confent of parliament, during his whole

r

2 An. 13 17, 18, b Al 22, ¢ Art, 27,
d A1t1 14‘! eAﬂl l6| Id
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reign ¥ : Scarcely a year pafled during the reign of ¢ 1 a p,

Edward, which was frec from complaints with re.
gard to this dangerous exertion of authority. But,
perhaps, the alcendant which Kdward had acquired
over the people, together with his great prudence,
enabled him to make a ufe very advantageous to his
fubjects of this and other arbitrary prerogatives, and
rendered them a fmaller grievance in his hands,
than a lefs ablolute authority in thofe of his grand.
fon. This is a point which it would be rafh for us
to decide pofitively on either fides but it is certain,
hat a charge drawn up by the duke of Lancafter,
and affented to by a parliament fituated in thofe
circumftances, forms no manner of preflumption

with regard tb the unufual irregularity or violence of-

the king’s conduét in this particular &,

Wrnn the charge againft Richard was prefented
to the parliament, though it was liable almoft in
every article to objetions, it was not canvafled,
nor examined, nor difputed in either houle, and
feemed to be veceived with univerfal approbation,
One man alone, the bifhop of Carlifle, had the cou-
rage, amidft this general difloyalty and violence, to
appear in defence of his unhappy mafter, and to
plead his caufe againt all the power of the prevailing

party. Though {ome topics, employed by that vir-.

tyous prellite, may feem to favour too much the
doétrine of paflive obedience, and to make too large
a facrifice of the rights of mankind ; he was natu.
rally pufhed into that extreme by his abhorrence of

the prefent licentious faftions; and fuch intrepidity, |
as well as difintereltednefs of behaviour, proves, that-

¥ We learn from Cotton, p. 362, that the king, by his chan-

, cellor, told the commons, that they were funderly baund to bim, and
namily in _forbearjng lo chaige them with defines and fiftcens, the
suhich Jp meant ng more to charge them in bis czon perfon. "Thefe
words #o more allude to the practice of his predeceffors :  He had
not himfelf impefed any arbitrary taxes ; Even the parliament,
in_the articles of his depofition, though they complain of heavy

taxes, affient not that tlle);'werc impofed illegally or by arbitra«

willl .
€ See node [F] 4t the end of the volume,
. whatever
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A T wha 1 ive orind , ‘s hoar
¢ HA P whatever his fpeculative principles were, his heare

Comnmes Was clevated far above the meaunels and abjedt fub-
1399 miflion of aflave. Ilereprelented to the parfiament,
thar all the abufes of government which could jullly
be imputed to Richard, inffead of amounting to ty-
ranny, were merely the refult of error, yoath, or
milguided counlel, and admitted of a remedy, more
ealy and lalutary than a total lubverfion of the con-
ftitution. ‘That even had they been much more
violent and dangerous than they 1eally were,  they
had chiefly proceeded {rom tormer examples of re-

fiftance, which, making the prince fenfible of his”
precarious fitnation, had obliged him to eftablith his
throne by irregular and arbitrary expedients.  That
a rebellious difpofition in {ubjefls was the principal
caufe of tyranuy in kings : Laws could never fecute
the fubjedt, which did not give fceurity to the fove.
reign: And if thc mazim of inviolable loyalty
which formed the bafis of the Englith government,
were once rejefled, the privileges belonging to the
feveral orders of the flate, inflead of being {ortified
by that licentioufmefs, would thereby lofe the fureit
foundation of their force and flability, ‘That the
parliamentary depofition of Edward Il. far from
making a precedent which could control this neax-
im, was only an example of fuccelsful violence ; and
it was fufficiently to be lamented, that cilmes were
{o often committed in the world, without eftablifh-
ing principles which mighe juflify and authorife
them. That even that precedent, falle and dangerous
as it was, could never warrant the prefent excefics,
which were fo much greater, and which would cn-
tail diftra@lica and nilery on the nation, to the lateft
pofterity. That the fucceflion, ai leaft, of the crown
was then preferved inviolate: The lireal heir was
placed on thethrone: And the people had an ¢ppor-
tunity, by their legal obedience t6 him, ot making
" atonement for the violence whichthey had comunitted

. ] “ - £

againft his predeceffor. That 3,defcendant of Lionel
~ duke
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duke of Clarence, the elder brother of thc late duke
of Lancafter, had been declared in parliament fuc-
ceflfor to the crown: He had left pofterity : And
their title, however it might be overpowered by
prefent force and faltion, could never be obliterated
from the minds of the people That if the turbulent
difpofition alone of the nation had. overturned the
well-eftablifhed throne of fo good a prince as
Richard; what bloody commotions muft enfue,
when he fame caule was united to the motive of re-
ftoring the legal and undoubted heir to his authority?
That the new government, intended to be eftablifh-
ed, would ftand on no principle ; and would fcarcely
retain any pretence, by which it cou]d challenge the
obedience of men of fenfe and virtue. ‘That the
claim of lineal defcent was fo grofs as fcarcely to
deceive the moft ignorant of the populace: Con.
queft could never be pleaded by a rebel againft his
fovercign : The conlent of the people had no autho-
*1ity in a monarchy not derived from confent, but
eftablifhed by hereditary right ; and however the na-
tion might be jultified in depofing the 1mfgmdc.d
Richard, it could never have any reafon for ferting
afide his lawful heir and fucceflor, who was pl;un‘y'
innoeerit. And'that the duke of Lancafter would
give them but a bad {pecimen of the legal modera-
tlon which® might be expeéted from his future’ go=
*verhment, if he addéd to the crime of his paft re.
bellion, the guilt of excluding the family, which,
both by right of blood, and by declaration of parha-
ment, would in cafe of Richard’s demife, or volun-
tary reﬂgrnathn, have been received as the un-
.doubted heirs of the monarchy ™
‘ALL the circumftances of this-evént, compared to
thofe which attended the late revolution in 1688,
thow fhe différence between a great and civilized

nation, deliberately vmdlcatmg its eftablifhed privi-

h Sir ]ohm Heywarde, p. 1ot |
leges,
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leges, and a turbulent and barlmrnuq_miﬂo_cracy,
plunging headlong from the extremes of one faftion
into thofe of another. This noble freedom of the
bithop of Carlifle, inflead of being applauded, was

not fo much as tolerated : Ile was immediately ar-

refted, by order of the duke of Lancaller, and fent a
prifoner to the abbey of St. Albans. No fanther
debate was attempted: ‘Thiity-three long articles of-
charge were, in one meeting, voted againft Richard;;

and voted unanimoudly by the fame pecrs #nd pre-

lates who a little before had voluntarily and una-

nimoufly authorifed thofe very a@ls of violence of

which they now complained. “That prince was de-

pofed by the fufirages of both houfesy and the

throne being now vacant, the duke of Lancafter

{lepped forth, and baving croffed himfelf on the

forehead and on the breaflt, and called upon the

name of Chrift *, he pronounced thefe words, which

we thall give in the original language, becauie at

their fingularity :

It the name of Fadber, Son, and Illy Gholt, T
Henry of Lancaficr challenge this rewme of 1 nglande,
and the croun, with all the membres, and the appurs
tenanees ;  als I that am defeendit by right ling. of the
blode, coming fio the auide king Henry therde, and tHirege
that right that God of bis grace hath fout me, with
belpe of kyn, and of my frendes to recover it the which
rewume was in poyns to be ondone by dofaut of govers
nance, and undaing of the gude lawes*,

In order {o underfland this fpeech, it mult be ob-
ferved, that there was a filly ftory, received among
fome of the loweft vulgar, that Edmond earl of
Lancafter, fon of Henry ITl, was really the elder
brother of Edward L; but that, byreafon of fome de-
formity in his perfon, he had been foftponéd in the
fuceeflion, and his younger brother impofed on the

. r
1 Cotten, p. 399, ¥ ¥nghton, p. 3757
nation
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nation in his ftead. As the prefent duke of Lan- c m a'p,

cafter inherited from Edmond by his mother, this
genealogy made him the true heir of the monarchy ;
and it is therefore infinuated in Henry’s fpeech: But
the abfurdity was too grofs to be openly avowed ei-
“ther by him'or by the patliament. The cale is the
fame with regard to his right of conqueft : He was
a fubje& who rebelled againft his {overeign: He
entered the kingdom with a retinue of no more than,
fixty perfons: He could not therefore be the con-
queror of England ; and this right is accordingly in-
finuvated, not avowed.  Still there is a third claim
derived from his merits in faving the nation from

_tyranny and oppreffion ; and this claim is alfo infi-

nuated : But as it feenied, by its nature, better cal-
culated as a reafon for his being elec?ed king by a
free choice, than for giving him an immediate right
of poffeffion, he durft not {peak openly-even on this
head; and to 'obviate any notion of eleftion, he
challenges the crown as his due, either by acquifition
or inheritance. The whole forms {uch a piece of
jargon and nonfenfe, as is alnoft without example :
No objettion, however, was made to it i parlia-
ment: The unanimous voice of lords and commons
placed Henry on the throne : He became king, no-
body conld tell how or wherefore : The title of the
houfe of Marche, formerly recognized by dparlia.—
ment, was neither invalidated nor repealed
pafled over in total filence: And as a concern for
the liberties of the people [eems to have had no hand
il this revolution, their right to difpofe of the go-
vernment, as well as all theit other privileges, was
left precifely on the fame footing as'before. - But
Henry having, when he claimed the crown, dropped
' fomg obfcuf¢ hint concerning conqueft; which, it
"'was thought, might endanger thefe’ privileges, he
foon after made a public declaration, that he did not
- therebysintend to deprive any one of his franchifes
\ or

i but-
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C;“V;‘l P or libertics': Which was the only circumftance,
‘e Where we fhall find meaning or common fenfe, in

1399,
Gthudh

234 O&.

all thefe tranfaétions.

Trir fubfequent events dilcover the ame headlong
violence of conduél, and the fame rude notions of
civil government. The depofition of Richard dif-
folved the parliament : It was neceflary to fummon
a new one: And Henry, in fix days after, called
together, without any new elcQlion, the fame mem-
bers ; and this aflembly he denominated a new par-
liament. They were employed in the ufual tafk of
reverfing every deed of the oppofite party. Allthe
aéts of the laft parliament of Richard, which had
been coufirmed by their oaths, and by a papal bull,
were abrogated : All the alts which had paffed in
the parliament where Glocelter prevailed, which had
alfo been confirmed by their oaths, but which had
been abragated by Richard, were anew eflablifhed™.
The anfwers of Trefilian, and the other judges, which
a parliament had annulled, but which a new parlia-
ment, and new judges, had appraved, here reccived
a fecond condemnation. The peers who bad ac-
cufed Glocefter, Arundel, and Warwic, and who had
received higher titles for that piece of furvice, weie
all of them degraded {tom their new dignitics : Kven
the pratice of profecuring appeals in parliament,
which bore the air of a violeni confederdcy againft
an individual, rather than of a legal indi€tment, was *
wholly abolithed ; and trials were reftored to the
courfe of common law". The natural effe& of this
conduét was to render the people giddy with fuch
rapid and perpetual changes, and to make them lofe
all notivns of right and wrong in the meafures of
government.

Tne earl of Northumberland made a motion, in
the houfe of peers, with regard to- the uithappy

! Koyghton, p. 2759.  Otterbourne, p 220.
* m Cotton, p. 390. » Frenry IV. cap. {4.
roR
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prince. whom they had depofed. He afked them © HA B
"what advice they would give the king forthe fature .,
treatment of him; fince Henry was refolved to fpare 1399
his'life. They unanimoufly replied, that he fhould
be imprifoned under a fecure guard, in fome fecret,
place, and fhould be deprived of all commerce with
any of his friends or partifans. It was eafy to fore-
fee, that he would not long remain alive in the hands
of fuch barbarous and fanguinary enemies, Hifto-
rians {iffer with.regard to the manner in which he

was murdered. It was long the prevailing opinion, marder of
that fir Piers Exton, and others of his guards, fell the kus.
upon him in the caftle of Pomfret, where he was
confined, and difpatched him with' their halberts.
But it is more probable, that he was ftarved to death
in prifon ; and after all fuftenance was denied him,
he prolonged his unhappy life, it is faid, for a fort-
night, before he reached the end of his miferies.
"This account is more confiftent with the ftory, that
~his body was expofed in public, and that no marks
of violence were oblerved upon it. He died in the
thirty-fourth year of his age, and the twenty-third
of his reign.  He left no pofterity, either legitimate
" or illegitimate. _ :

A, the writers who have tranfmitted to us the mischa-
hiftory of Richard, lived during the reigns of the rafe
Lancaltrian” princes ; and candour requires, that we
thould not give entire credit to the reproaches which
they have thrown upon his memory. But, after
making all proper allowances, he fiill appears to
have been a.weak prince, and unfit for government,
lefs for want of natural parts and capacity, than of
folid judgment and a good education. He was vio.
lenit in his temper’; profufe in his expence ; fond of
idle fhow and snagnificence ; devoted to favourites ;
and addidted tc pleafure : Paffions, all of them, the
maft ‘inconfiftent With- a prudent céconomy, and -
confequent]y dangeroys in a limited, and mixed go-
vel'.l,imefnt.'l'""Haﬁd—hegqﬁbifed the talents of gaining, -

Vor. III, E and
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c ¥ AP and ftill wore thofe of overawing, his great baron,
‘e i€’ might have efcaped all the misfortunes of his
1339 reign, and been allowed to carry much farther his
oppreflions over the people, if he really was guilty

of any, without their daring to rebel, or even to
mhormur againft him. Buot when the grandees were
tempted by his want of prudence and of vigour, to

refilt his authority, and execute the moft violent

enterprifes upon him, he was naturally led to feek:

an opportunity of retaliation 5 juftice was neglected 5
the lives of the chief nobility were facrificed; and
all thefe enormities feem to have proceeded lefs from
a fettled defign of eftablithing arbitrary power, than
from the infolénce of vitory, and the neceflities of
the king’s fituation. The manners indeed of ‘the
age were the chief fource of fuch violence : Laws,
which were feebly execured in peaceable times, loft
all their authority during public convulfions: Both
parties were alike guilty: Or if any differcnce may
be remarked between them, we fhall find, that the
authority of the crown, being more legal, was com-
monly carried, when it prevailed, to lefs defperate
extremities than was that of the ariftocracy.

O~ comparing the condu&t and events of this
rzign, with thofe of the preceding, we fhali find
equal reafon to admire Edward, and to blame Riche
ard ; but the circumitance of oppofition, furely, will
not lie in the ftrict regard paid by the former to na-
tional privileges, and the riegleft of them by the lat-
ter. On the contrary, the prince of finall abilities,
as ‘he felt his want of power, feems to have been
more moderate in this refpect than the other. Every
parliament aflembled during the reign of Edward,
remonfirates againft the exertion of fome arbitrary
prerogative or other : We hear not any complaints
of that kind during the reign of Richard, %ill the
affembling of his laft parliament, which was fum-
moned by his inveterate engmies, which, dethroned
Rkim, which framed their comalzints during the time

of
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of the moft furidus convulfions, and whofe teftimony © ¥ A ¢

mult therefore have, on that account, much lefs au-
thority with every equitable judge®. Both thefe
princes experienced the encroachments of the Great
upon their authority., Edward, reduced to necefli~
ties, was objiged to make an cxprefs bargain with
his parliament, and to fell fome of his prerogatives
for prefent fupply; butas they were acquainted with
his genius and capacity, they ventured not to de~
rnand Any exorbitant conceflions, or fuch as were

incompatible with regal and fovereign power: The

weaknefs of Richard tempted the parliament to ex-
tort 4 commiffion, which, in a mariner, dethroned
the prince, and trahsferred the fceptre into the hands
of the nobility. The events of thefe encroachments
were allo fuitable to the chara&er of each. Ed-
ward had no fooner gotteh the fupply, than he
departed from the engagements which had induced
_the parliament to grant it; he openly told his
people, that he had but diffembled with them when
he feemed to make them thefe conceflions 5 and he
tefumed and retained all his prerogatives. But
Richard, becaufe he was detefted in confulting and
deliberating with the judges on the lawfulnefs of re-
ftoring the conftitution, found his barons imme-.
diately in arms againft him; was deprived of his
liberty ; faw his favourites, liis minifters, his tutor,
butchered before his face, or banithed and attainted
and was obliged to give way to all this vielence.
There cannotbe a more remarkable contraft between
the fortunes of two princes: It were happy for fo-
clety, did this ®ontralt always depend on the jultice
or injuftice of the meafures which men embrace;
and not rather on the different degrees of prudence
and vigour wijh which thofe meafures are fup-
ported. - '

© Perufe, én this view, the abridgment of the records, by fir
Robert Cotton, during thely two reigus,

a2 ~ THERE
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Turru was a feufible ‘decay of ecclefiaftical au.
thority during this period.  The difguft, which the
haity had receivéed from the numerous ufurpations
both of the ccurt of Rome, and of their own clergy,
had very much weaned the kingdom from fuperfti-
tion ; and {lrong fymploms appeared, from time to
time, of a general defire to thake off the bondage of
the Romith.church. In the committee of eighteen,
to whom Richard’s laft parliament delegated their
whole power, there is not the name of one ecclefi-
aflic to be found; a negle€t which is almoft with.
out example, while the catholic religion fubfifted in
FEngland *.

Trs averfion entertained againft the eftablifhed
church foon found principles and tenets and reafon.
ings, by which it could juftify and fupport itfelf.
John Wicklifte, a fecular prictt, educated at Oxford,
began in the latter end of Edward IIL to fpread the
dodirine of 1eformation by his difcourfes, fermons,

and writings; and he madc many difciples among -

met of all rariks and ftations. He feems to have
been 2 inign of parts and learning ; and has the ho-
nour of being the firlt perfon in Europe, that pub-
 licly called in queflion thofe principles, which had

. univerfally pafied for cerrain and undifputed dfiring

fo many ages, Wicklifte himf{elf, as wel} as his dif-
ciples, who received the name of Wickliffites, or
Lollards, was diftinguifhed by a great anfterity of
life and manners ; a circumitance common to almoft
all thole who dogmatize in any new way ; both be-
caufe men, who draw to them the attention of the
publi¢, and expole themfelves to thendium of great
multitudes, are obliged to be very. guarded in their
cor:dul, and. becaule few, who have a firpng pro-
penfity ‘to pleafire or bufinels, will énter upon fo
difficult and laboriovs an undestaking. The doc-
trines of Wickliffe, being derived from his fearch
v e t e ® ", o r
» Seenotg [G] 't the end of the volame. .~
- -+ into
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into the fcriptures and into ecclefiaftical antiquity, L;f‘l AP,
71

were nearly the fame with thofe which were propa-
gated by the reformers in the fixteenth century : He
only carried fome of them farther than was done by
the more {ober part of thefe reformers. He denied
the dottrine of the real prefence, the fupremacy of
the church of Rome, the merit of monaltic vows:
Fle maintiined, that the {cripturcs were the fole rule
of faith; that the church was dependant on the flate,
and flould be reformed by it; that the clergy ought
to poffels no eftates ; that the begging friars were a

N s 4
1399

nuifance, and ought not to be fupported 75 that the °

numerous ceremonies of the churci: were hurtful to
true piety: He afferted, that oaths were unlawful,
that dominion was founded in grace, that every
thing was fubjeét to fate and deftiny, and that all
men were preordained either to eternal falvation or
reprobation’. From the whole of his dofirines,
Wickliffe appears to have been ftrongly tintured
with enthufiafm, and to have been therehy the bet-
ter qualified to oppofe a church, whole chief cha-
ralteriftic is fuperftition.

"'THE propagation of thefe principles gave great
alarm to the clergy ; and a bull was iffued by pope
.Gregory X1 for taking Wickliffe into caftody, and
examining into the fcope of hisjopinions®. Cour-
teney, bithop of London, cited him before his tri-
bunal; but the reformer had now acquired powerful
prote€tors who fcreened him from the ecclefiaftical
jurifdi@tion. The duke of Lancafter, who then go-
verned the kingdom, encouraged the principles of
‘Wickliffe ; and he made no fcruple, as well as lord
Piercy, the marefchal, to appear openly in court
with him, in order to give him countenance upon
‘his trjpl : F1§, even infifted that Wickliffe fhould fit
in 'the bifhop’s prefence, while his principles were

4 Walfingham, . 101. 208, 28 ,J 284. Spelman. Cobeil.
valfﬁ)i 6 l\a k?lygl?toriy p- 26573. *, H'frpsﬂeld, ps 663,

673,674,  Waldeni, torm 1. 1ib, 3. art. 1, eap. 8. ¢ Spelm.
Caar, val. i, p. 621, Wallingham, p. 201, 202, 203,
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CH A P. examined : Courteney exclaimed againit the infult ¢
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135

The Londoners, thinking their prelate affronted,
artacked the duke and marelchal, who efeaped [rom
their hands with fome difficulty’, And the popu-
lace, foon after, broke into the houfes of both thefe
noblemen, threatened their perfons, and plundered
their goods. The bifhop of London had the merit
of appeafing their fury and refentment,

Tue duke of Lancafter, however, ftill continued
his proteftion to Wickliffe during the minesity of
Richard ; and the principles of that reformer had fo
far propagated themfelves, that, when the pope fent
to Oxford a new bull againft thefe dofirines, the
univerfity deliberated for fome time, whether they
fhould receive the bull; and they never took any
vigorous meafures in confequence of the papal ors
ders “. Even the populace of London were at length
brought to entertain favouravle fentiments of this
reformer : When he was cited before a {ynod at
Lambeth, they bLroke into the aflembly, and lo
overawed the prelates, who found both the people
and the court again{t them, that they difmifled himp
without any farther cenfure.

Tae clergy, we may well believe, were more
wanting in power than in inclination to puniffi this
new herefy, which ftruck at all their credit, poffefs

-fions, and authority. But there was hitherto no law

in England, by which the fecular arm was authorifed

. to fupport orthodoxy ; and the ecclefiaftics endea-

voured to [upply the defeét by an extraordinary and
unwarrasitable artifice. In the year 1981, there was
an’aft paffed, requiring fheriffs to.apprehend the
preachers of herely and their abettors ; but this tta-

‘tute had been furreptitionfly obtained by the clergy,

and had the-formality of an enrolment without the
confent of the commohs. In the fublequent feffion
the lower honfe compliined of the fraud ; affirmed,

.that they had no intention o "bind themfelves to

¢ Harpsfield in EGf. Wikl p. %82, ® Wood's Ank.
Ogon, b, i p. 191, &0 Walfingham, p. 2zor, =~ '
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the prelatesfarther than their anceftors had donebe- ¢ 1 a . .
fore them ; and required that the pretended ftatute _*V1-
fhould be repealed ; which was_done accordingly *.
But it is remarkable that, notwithftanding this vigi-
lance of the commons, the clergy had fo much art
and influence that the repeal was fuppreffed ; and
the a&, which never had any legal authority, remains
to this day upon the ftatute-book*: Though the
clergy till thought proper to keep it in referve, and
not proceed to the immediate execution of it.

BuT, befides this defet of power in the church,
which faved Wickliffe, that reformer himfelf, not-
withftanding his enthufialm, feems not to have been
attuated by the {pirit of martyrdom; and, in all
fubfequent trials before the prelates, he fo explained
away his doftrine by tortured meanings, as to ren-
der it quite innocent and inoffenfive Y. Moft of his
followers imitated his cautious difpofition, and faved
themfelves either by recantations or explanations.
He died of a palfy, m the year 138¢, at his reftory
of Lutterworth, in the county of Leicelter ; and the
clergy, mortified that he fhould have efcaped their
vengeance, took care, befides affuring the people of
his eternal damnation, to reprefent his laft diftemper
as 3 vifible judgment of heaven upon him for his
multiplied herefies and impieties = ,

THE profelytes, however, of Wickliffe’s opinions
ftill increafed in England *: Some monkifh writers
reprefent one half of the kingdom as infefled by
thole principles: They were carried over to Bohe-

. mia by fome. youth of that natian, who ftudied at
Oxford : Byt though the age leemed " {trongly dil-
poled to receive them, affairs were not yet fully ripe

. for this great revolution; and the finifhing blow to

_ecclefiaftical power was relerved to a period of more
curidfity, littrature, and inclination for novelties.

1399.
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¥ Cotton’s Abridgment, p. 285, x ¢ Rich. 1L, chap. s.
¥ Walftngham, p. zo6s Knyghton, p. 2655,2656. =Wal,
{ingham, p. 312. Yped.Neuft. p. 337.  * Knyghton, p. 2663
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MeanwaiLr the Englith parliament continued to
check the clergy and the court of Rome, by more
fober and more legal expedients. They enaéted ancw
the ftatute of provifors, and affixed higher penalties

. to the tranfgreffion of it, which, in fome inftances,

was even made capital . The court of Rome had
fallen upon a new device, which increafed theiv au-
thority over the prelates: The pope, who found
that the expedient of arbitrarily depriving them was
violent and liable to oppofition, attained thefama
end, by transferring fuch of them as were obnoxious
to poorer fees, and even to nominal {ees, in partibus
infidelium. Tt was thus that the archbithop of York,
and the bithops of Durham and Chichefter, the

king’s minifters, had been treated after the preva.

lence of Glocefter’s faction: The bifthop of Car-
lifle met with the fame fate after the acceflion of
Henry IV, For the pope always joined with the
prevailing powers when they did not thwart his pre.
tenfions. The parliament, in the reign of Richard,

. enafted alaw againft this abufe: And the king made

a general remonftrance to the court of Rome againft
all thofe ulurpations which he calls borrible exceffes
of that court °,

It was ufual for the church, that they might elude
the mortmain a&, to make their votaries leave lands

* intruft to certain perfons, under whofe name the

sol. vil, p, 672, ¢ Kuoyghton, p. 275 38.  *Cotton, p- 355.

clergy enjoyed the benefit of the bequeft: The par-
liament allo {topped the progrefs of this abufe?. In
the 17th of the king, the commons prayed, thas rz.
medy might 'be bud againft fuch religious perfons as
caufe their villains to marry free-wontn inhcritable,
whereby the eftate comes to thofe religious hands by
collyfin®. This wasa new device of the clergy.
Tue papacy was, a: this time, forpewhat weak-
ened by a fchifm, which lafted during forty years,

®13 Rich. IL cap 3. 16 Rich. Il cap, 4. * ¢ Rymer,

and
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and gave great {candal to the devoted partifans of c u A 2.

the holy fee. After the popc had refided m
years at Avignon, Gregory XL was perfuaded to
return to Rome; and ypon his death, which hap-
pened in 1380, the Romans, refolute to fix, for
the future, the fzat of the papacy in Italy, befieged
the cardinals in the couclave, and compelled them,
though they were moftly Frenchmen, to elelt
Urban VL. an ltalian, into that high diznity, The
Freneh cardinals, as foon as they recovered their
liberty, fled from Rome, and protefting againft the
forced eleftion, chofe Robert, fon of the count of
Geneva, who took the name of Clement' VIL and
refided at Avignon. All the kingdoms of Chrift-
endoni, according to the feveral interefts and in-
clinations, were divided between thefe two pontiffs.
The court of France adhered to Clement, and was
followed by its allies, the king of Caftile, and the
king of Scotland : England, of courfe, was thrown
into the other party, and declared for-Urban. Thus
. the appellation of Glementines and Urbanifts diftratt-
ed Europe for feveral years ; and each party damned
the other as fchifmatics, and as rebels to the true
vicar of Chrift. But this circumflance, though it
weakened the papal authority, had hot fo great an
effe@t as might naturally be imagined, Though
any king could eafily at firft make his kingdom em-
brace the party of orie pope or the other, or even
keep it fome time in fufpenfe between them, he
could not fo eafily transfer his obedience at pleafure:
The people attached themlelves to their own party,
as to a religious opinion; and conceived an ex-
treme abhorrence to the oppofite party, whom they
regarded as little better than Saracens or infidels.
Crufgdes wege even undertaken in this quarrel ;
and ‘the zealous hithop of Norwich in particular led
over, in 1332, near 60,000 bigots into Flanders
againlt the Clemenrines; but after lofing a great
part of his followefs,*he returned with difgrace into
' Eng-

XVIL,
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England . Each pope, fenfible, from this prevail.
ing {pirit among the people, that the kingdom which
once embraced his caule would always adhere to
him, boldly maintained all the pretenfions of his
fee, and ftood not much more in awe of the tem-
poral fovereigns, than if his authority had not been
endangered by a rival,

WE meet with this preamble to a law enatted at
the very beginning.of this reign : ¢ Whereas divers
< perfons of fmall garrifon of land or other pol-
¢ feflions, do make great retinue of people, as well
¢ of efquires as of others, in many parts of the
“ realm, giving to them hats and other livery of
¢ one fuit by year, taking again towards them the
¢ value of the fame livery, or percale the double
% value, by fuch coyenant and affurance that every
« of them fhall maintain other in all quarrels, be
¢ they reafonable or unreafonable, to the preat
¢ mifchief and oppreflion of the people, &ec.?”
This preamble contains a true pifture of the {tate
of the kingdom. The laws had been fo feebly
executed, even during the long, adive, and vigi.
lant reign of Edward IIL that no fubjeét could
truft to their proteftion, Men openly affociated
themfelves, under the patronage of fome gredt ba-
oD, for their motnal defence, "They wore public
badges, by which their confederacy was diftin.
guithed. They fupported each other in all quar-
rels, iniquities, extortions, murders, robberies,
and other crimes. Their chief was more their
fovereign than the king himfelf; and their own
band was more connefted with them than their
country. Hence the perpetual turbulence, difor-
ders, factions, and civil wars of thofe times: Hence
ﬂlg fmall regard paid to a charaller or the opinioxi
of the public; Hence the large_difcretionafy pre-
rogatives of the crown, and the danger which might

f Froiffard, 1ib. fi. chap. 133, 134¢ 'Walﬁngham,”p. 208, 209,

have
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have enfued from the too great limitation of them,
If the king had poflefled no arbitrary powers, while
all the nohles affumed and exercifed them, there
muit have enfued an abfolute anarchy in the ftate.

One great milchief attending thefe confederacies,
was the extorting from the king pardons for the moft
enormous crimes. The parliament often endea-
voured, in the laft reign, to deprive the prince of
this prerogative ; but, in the prefent, they were con-
tent gvith an abridgment of it. They enafted, that
no pardon for rapes or for murder from malice pre-
penfe fhould be valid, unlels the crime were par.
ticularly fpecified in it There were alfo fome
other circumftances required for pafling any pardon
of this kind: An excallent law; but il obferved,
like moft laws that thwart the manners of the peo-
ple, and the prevailing cuftoms of the times,

I't is eafy to oblerve, irom thele voluntary aflo-
ciations among the people, that the whole force of
the fendal fyftem was in a manner diffolved, and
that the Epglith had nearly retugned, in rhat par.
ticular, to the fame {ituation in which they ftood

before the Norman conqueft. It was, indeed, im--

poffible that that fyftem could long fubfift under the
perPetual revolutions to which landed property is
every where fubjet. When the great feudal baro-
nies were firlt ere&ed, the lord lived in opulence in
the midft of his vaffals : He was in a fituation to
prote& and cherifh and defend them: The quality
of patron naturally united itfelf to that of fuperior;
And thefe two principles of authority mutually fup-
ported each gther. But when, by the various di.
viflons and mixtures of properiy, a man’s fuperior
. came to live at a diftance from him, and could no
" Jonger give him fhelter or countenance ;. the tie gra-
- duall} becante myre fictitious than real: New con-
ne@ions from vicipity or other caufes were formed :

by 3,R£:h. IL. chap. 1,
PrOv
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tachment ¢ The appearance of valour, fpirit, abi-
lities in any great man, extended his intereft very
far : And ifthe fovereign were deficient in thefe qua-
lities, he was no lefs, if not more expofed to the
ufurpations of the ariftocracy, than even during the
vigour of the feudal fyftem.

THE greatelt novelty introduced into the civil
government during this reign was the creation of
peers by patent. "Lord Beauchamp of Holt wis the
fir{t peer that was advanced to the houfe of lords in
this manner. - The pradtice of levying benevolences
is alfo firft mentioned in the prefent reign,

Tris prince lived in a more magnificent manner
than perhaps any of his predeceffors or fucceflors.
His houfehold confifted of 10,000 perfons : He had
300 in his kitchen; and all the other offices were
furnithed in proportion’. It muft be remarked,
that this enormous train had tables fupplied them
at the king’s expence, according to the mode of
that age. Such’ prodigality was probably the fource
of many exaétions by purveyors, and was one chief .
reafon of the public difcontents, L

1 Harding : This poet fays, that he fpeaks fromthe aui:l?ority :
ofaclerk of the greencloth. * = " ..
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HENIRY IV.

Title of the king———An infurredion An infure
reclion in Wales —— The earl of Northumberland
rebels-———- Battle of Shrewbury———State of Scot-
land Parliamentary tranfaltions —— Deatl
—and charalier of the king.

HE Enrlith had fo long been familiarifed t0 ¢ # a ».

E the hercditary fucceflion of their monarchs, the _XVih
inftances of departure from it had always borne .0
{fuch ftrong {ymptoms of injultice and violence, and Tide ot
fo little of a national choice or ele@ion, and the "%
returns to the true line had cver been deemed fuch
{urrunate incidents in their hiflory, that Henry was
afraid left, in 1efting his title on the confent of
the people, he fhould build on a foundation to
which the people themfelves were not accuftomed,
and whofe folidity they would with difficulty be
Lrought to recognize. The idea too of choice
feemed always to imply that of conditions, and «
right of recalling the confent upon any fuppofed
violation of them ; an idea which was not naturally
agreeable to a fovereign, and might, in England,
Le dangerons to the fubje@ls, who, lying fo much
under the inflience of turbulent nobles, had ever
paid but an imperfeét obedience even to their he-
reditary princes, For thefe reafons, Henry was de-
termined never to have recourfe to this claim ; the
only one on which his authaity could confiftently
[tand : H¢ rather chofe to patch up his title in
the befl manner he dould from other pretenﬁons{;

1 An
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a very precarious foundation, which by its very
nature, was liable o be overthrown by every faétion
of the yreat, or prejudice of the people. He had
indeed a prefent advantage over lis competitor
"'he heir of the houfe of Mortimer, wio had been
declared, in parliament, heir to the crown, was 4
boy of feven years of age*: His friends conlulted
his fafety, by keeping filehce with regard to Ids title:
Henry detained him and his younger brother in an
honourable cuftody at Windfor caftle: But he had
reafon to dread, thar, in proportion as that noble.
man grew,to man’s eftate, he would draw to him
the attachment of the people, and make them re:
fleft on the frand, violence, and injuftice, by which
he had becn excluded from the throne. Many fa.
vourable topics would occur ia his behalf: He was
a native of England ; poflefled an extenfive intereft
from the greatnefs and alliances of his (‘amily s how-
ever criminal the depofed monarch, this youth was
intirely innocent§ he was of the fame religion, and
educated in the fame manners with the people, and
could not be governed by any feparate intereft:
‘Thefe views wotld all concur to favour his cf3im ;-
and though the abilities of the prefent primce migltt
ward off any dangerous revolution, it was juftly to
be apprehended, that his authority could with difk-
¢culty be brouglit to equal that of his predeceffors.
.}zxmnv, in his very firft parliament, had reafon
to fee the danger attending thar ftation which he had
affumed, and the obftacles which he would meet
with in governing an unruly ariftocracy, always di- -
vided by faQion, and at prefent inflamed with the
refentments confequent on fuch recegt convylfions.
"The peers, on their affembling,  broke out into vis
olent animofities againft each other; forty‘gauntlets,

% Dugdale, val. foe 1500, .
e ' ' the
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the pledges of furious battle, wete thrown on the
floor of the houfe by noblemien who gave mutual
challenges ; and Jizr and #raitor refounded from all
quarters. The king had fo much authority with
thefe doughty champions, as to prevent all the com-
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bats which they threatened ; but he was notableto |

bring them to a proper compofute, or to an amica-
ble difpofition towards each other.

It was not long before thefe paflions broke into
a&tion.= The eatls of Rutland, Kent, and Hunta
ingdon, and lord Spencer, who were now degraded
from the refpeltive titles of Albemarle, Surrey,
Exeter, and Glocefter, conferred on them by Rich-
ard, entered into a confpiracy, together with the earl
of Salifbury and lord Lumley, for raifing an infar-
reftion, and for feizing the king’s perfon at Wind-
for!; but the treachery of Rutland gave him warn-
ing of the danger. He fuddenly withdrew to
London ; and the confpirators, who came to Wind-
for with a body of 500 horfe, found that they had
miffed this blow, on which all the fuccefs of their
enterprile depended. Henry appeared next day at
Kinéﬁon upon Thames, at the head of 20,000 men,
moftly drawn from the city; and his enemies, unable
to refift his power, difperfed themfelves, with a view
of raifing their followers in the feveral counties which
were the feat of their intereft. But the adherents of
the king were hot in the purfuit, and every where
oppoled themfelves to their progrefs. The earls of
Kent and Salifbury were feized at Cirencefter by the
citizens; and were.next day beheaded without far-
ther ceremony, according to the -cuftom of the
times™, 'The citizens of Briftol treated Spencer
and Lumley in the fame manner. The earl of
Huntingdon, fir Thomas Blount, and fir Benedi&t
Sely, tvho wefe alfo ‘taken prifoners, fuffered death
with many dthers Jf the conlpirators, by orders from

1 W'alﬁhgl'mm, p. 3622 Otterbourne, p. 224.
m \;Valﬁnghﬁr&, P 368. Ypod. Neult.p. 556.
i 15 Henry.
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Henry. ‘And when the quarters of thefe unhappy
men were broupht to London, no lefs than eighteen
bithops and thirty two mitred abbots joined the
populace, and met them with' the moft indecent
marks of joy and exunltation. )

Bur the fpeftacle, the moft fhocking to every
one who retained any fentiment either of honour or
humanity flill remained.  The earl of Rutland ap.

carcd, carrying on a pole, the head of lord Spencer,,
ﬁis brother-in-law, which he prelented in tiumph
to Henry as a teftimony of his loyalty, This in
famous man, who was foon after duke of York by
the death of his father, and firft prince of the blood,
had been inftrumental in the murder of his uncle the
duke of Glocefler "; had then deferted Richard by,
whom he was trufted ; had confpived againft the life
of Henry, to whom he had {worn allegiance ; had
betrayed his affociates, whom he had feduced into
this enterprife ; and now difplayed, in che face of
the world, thefe badges of his multiplied dithonour.

Hennry was fenfible, that though the execution.

_of thefe confpirators might feem to give fecurity to .

his throne, the animofitics, which remain after fuch.
bloody fcenes, arc always dangerous to royal au.
thority ; and he therefore determined not tein-.
creafe, by any hazardous enterprile, thofe numerous.
encmies with whom he was every where énvironed..
While a fubje&, he was believed to have {trongly-
imbibed all the principles of his father, the duke of,
Lancafter, and to have adopt«¢ the prejudices, which
the Lollards infpired againft the abufes of the efta«.
blithed church: But, finding himfelf poffeffed of:
the throne by fo precarious a title, e thought fu,
perftition a neceflary implement of public authority
and he refolved, by every expedient, to pay court to,
the clergy. Thergwerebitherto nopenullaws enaéted.”
againit herefly ; an indulgence which had procegded,

i

» Dugdale, vol. ifl pu 171, .
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tiot from a fpirit of tolgration in the Romifh chutch,
but from the ignorance and fimplicity of the people,
which had rendered them unfit either for ftarting or
receiving any new or curious dofrines, and which
needed not to be reftrained by rigorous penalties,
But when the learning and genius of Wickliffe had
once broken, in fome meafure, the fetters of pre.
judice, the ecclefiaftics called aloud for the punith.
ment of his difciples; and the king, who was very
little ferppulous in his conduét, was eafily induced
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to facrifice his principles to his intereft, and to ac. .

quire the favour of the church by that moft effec-
tual method, the gratifying of their vengeance againft
opponents. He engaged the parliament to pafs
a law for that purpole : It was enafted, that whén

any heretic, who relapfed, or refufed to abjure his’

opinions, was delivered over to the fecular arm by
the bithop or his commiffuries, he fhould be coms
mitted to the flames by the civil magiftrate before
the whole people °.  This weapon did not long re.
main unemployed in the hands of the clergy': Wil.
liam Sautré, re€or of St. Ofithes in London, had
been condemned by the convocation of Canterbury;
his fentence was ratified by the houfe of peers;
the kisg iffued his writ for the execution?; and
the' unhappy man atoned for his erroneous’ opi
niong by the penalty of fire, This is the firft in.
ftance of that kind in England ; and thus one hor.
rot more was added to thole difimal fcenes which
at that time were already but too familiar to the
people.

Bur the utmoft precaution and prudence of
Henry could ndt fhield him from thofe numerous
inquietudes which affailed him from every quarter,
‘The connexions of Richard with the royal family
of Franse mude that’counrt exert its alliviry to re-
cover his authoriys or revenge his death®; but

:1?) lI;[e;;ry; i;/ chap.vii. « .- P Rymer, vol, vili. p. 178,
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though the confufions in Fngland tempted the
French to engage in fome enterprife by which they
might diftrefs their ancient enemy, the greater con.
fufions which they experienced at home obliged
them quickly toaccomniodate matters 3 and Charles,
content with recovering his daughter from Henry’s
hands, laid afide his preparations, and renewed the
truce between the kingdoms'. The attack of
Guienne was alfo an inviting attempt, which the
prefent faltions that prevailed among the French |
obliged them to negle@t. The Galcons, ,Effcﬂion,.
ate to the memory of Richard, who was born among |
them, refufed to fwear allegiance .to a prince that
had dethroned and murdered him; and the appear.
ance of a French army on their- frontiers would
probably have tempted them to change mafterse,
But the earl of Worcefter, arriving with fome Eng.
lith troops, gave countenance to the partifans of

. Henry, and overawed their opponents.  Religion

Infurreca
Tiom in

Wales.

too was here found a cement to their union with
England, The Galcons had been engaged, by
Richard’s authority, to acknowledge the pope of
Rome; and they were fenfible that, if they fub.
mitted to France, it would Le neceflary for them to .
pay obedience to the pope of Avignon, whom they .
had been tanght to deteft as a fchifmatic, Their
principles on (his head were too faft footed to ad.
mit of any fudden or violent alteration. )
_‘I'uz revolution in England proved likewife the
occafion of an infurre@ion in Wales, Owen Glen.
dour, or Glendourduy, défcended from the ancient
princes of that_country, had become obnoxious ent
account of his attachment to Richard ; and Kegis '
nald lord Gray of Ruthyn, who was clofely con-
nected with the new king, and who enjoyed a great
fortune in the marches of Walespthoughy the ap-
portunity favourable for opprefling his neighbour,
' Rymer, vol. viii. p. 142, 172, 210,
o lb}id.p. uo,ui.P . 152,219 .
.14 . and:
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and taking pofleflion of his eftate®. Glendour, c
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provoked at the injuftice, and ftill more at the in- Vi

dignity, recavered poffeffion by the fword *: Henry
fent affitance to Gray " ; the Wellh took part with
Glendour : A troublefome and tedious war was
kindled, which Glendour. long fuftained by his va-
lour and adtivity, aided by the natural ftrength of
the country, and the untamed fpirit of its inha.
bitants.

As Glendour committed devaftations promifcu-
oufly on all the Englith, he infefted. the cftate of the
earl of Marche ; and Sir Edmund Mortimer, uncle
to that nobleman, led out the retainers of the fa-
,mily, and gave barttle to the Welfh chieftain : His
troops were routed, and he was taken prifoner®:
At the fame time the earl himfelf, who had been
allowed to retire to his caftle of Wigmore, and who,
though a mere boy, tock the ficld with his follow-
ers, fell alfo into Glendour’s hands, and was carried
by him into Wales?. As Henry dreaded and hated
all the family of Marche, he allowed the earl to re-
main in captivity ; and though that young noble«
man was nearly allied to-the Piercies, to whole af-
fiftance he himfelf had owed his crown, he refufed
to theearl of Northumberland permiflion to treat
of his ranfom with Glendour, '

Trr uncértainty in which Henry’s affairs ftood
during a long time with France, as well as the con-
fufions incident to all great changes in government,
tempted the Scots to make incurfiops-me-England;
and Henry, defirous of taking'revenge upon ‘them,
but aftaid of rendering his new government unpo-
pular by requiifag great fupplié§ from his, fubjeéts,
fommoned at Weftminlter a countil of ‘the peers,
without the commons, and laid before them .the
itate of his affaiss *. ‘The military part of the feadal

* Vita Ric. Sec. p. 171, 172. - 8 Walfingham, p. 364
* Vita Ric, Sec. p. 172, 173 * Dugdale, vol. i. p» 150
¥ 1bid. vol. & ps 151, # Rymer, vol. viii, p. 3255 126, -
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civil rights and praperties of men : And the peers
here undertock, but voluntarily, to attend the king
in an expedition againlt Scotland, each of them at
the head of a certain number of his retainers®,
Henry conduéted this army to Edinburgh, of which -
he eafily made him[elf mafter; and he there fum.-
moned Robert IIl. to do homage to him for his
crown”. But finding that, the Scots would heither
fubmit nor give him battle, he returned in three:
weeks, after making this ufelefs bravado ; and he
difbanded his army, ‘
_In the fubfequent feafon, Archibald ear] of Dou-
glas, at the head of 12,000 men, and attended by
many of the principal nobility of Scotland, made
an irruption into England, and committed devafta.
tions on the northern counties. On his teturn
home, he was overtaken by the Plercies at Ho-
meldon, on the borders of England, dnd a fierce
battle enfued, where the Scots were totally routed.
Douglas himfelf was talzen prifoner ; as was Mordac
earl of Fife, fon of the duke of Albany, and ne-
phew of the Scottith king, with the earls of Angus,
Murray, and Orkney, and many others of tho gen-
try and nobility . ~When Henry received intelli-.
gence of this viGtory, he fent the carl cf Northum-
berland orders not to ranfom his prifoners, which
that nobleman regarded as his right by the laws of
war received in that age. The king intended to
detain them, that he miglit be able, by thelr means,
to make an advantageous peace with Scotland ; but
by this policy he gave a frefh difguft to the family
of Piercy. )

Tre obligations which Henry had owed to North-
umberland were of 2 kind the moit likely'to pros

* Rymer, vol. viii. p. 125, b Ibid, p. 155,156, &e. I
e Wy;xlﬁngham, p--366. ~ Vita Ric, Sec. p.,;go. - €lron, Ote
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duce-ingratitude on the one fide, and difcontent on
the other. The fovereign naturally became jealous
of that power which had advanced him to the
throne ; and the fubje was not eafily fatisfied in
the returns which he thought fo great a favour had
merited. * Though Henry, on his acceffion, had
beftowed the office of conftable on Northumberland
for lifes, and conferred other gifts on that family,
thefe favours were regarded as their due; the re-
fufal of=any other requeft was deemed an injury.
The impatient fpirit of Harry Piercy, and the

fatious difpofition of the earlof Worcefler, younger

brother of Northumberland, inflamed the difcon-
tents of that nobleman ; and the precarious title of
Henry -tempted him to feek revenge, by over-
-turning that throne which he had at firft eftablithed.
He entered into a correfpondence with Glendour:
He gave liberty to the earl of Douglas, and ‘made
an alliance with that martial chief: He roufed up
all his partifans to arms; and fuch unlimited au-
thority at that time belonged to the great fami-
lies, that the fame men, whom a few years be-
fore he had condufted againft Richard, now fol-
lowed his ftandard in oppofition to Henry. When
war was ready to break out, Northumberland was
feized with'a fudden illnefs at Berwic ; and young
Piercy, taking the command of the troops, marched
towards Shrewfbury, in order to join his forces
with thofe of Glendour. ‘The king had happily
a fmall army on foot, with which he had intended
to aft againft the Scots; and knowing the im-
portance of celerjty 'in all civil wars, he inftantly
hurried down that he might give battle to the
rebels. He approached Piercy near Shrewfbury,
before that nobleman was joined by Glendour;
and the policy of one leader, and impatience of the
other, made them haiten to 2 general engagement.

{ Rymer, vgl. viij. p.89.

F'g THE

Gg

CHAR
Xvil
s gy f

140%.
The earl of
Northum-
berland
1ebels.



o
CHoHAP
XVl
Kot tamng)
1403,

HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

Tur evening before the battle, Piercy fent 2
manifefto to Henry, in which he renounced his
allegiance, fet that prince at defiance, and, in the
name of his father and uncle, as well as his own,
énumerated all the grievances of which, he pre.
tended, the nation had reafon to complain, He
upbraided him with the perjury of which he had
been guilty, when on landing at Ravenfpur, he had
fivorn upon the golpels, before the earl of North-
umberland, that he had no other intentich than to
recover the dutchy of Lancafter, and that he would
ever remain a faithful fubjett to king Richard, He
aggravated his guilt in firft dethroning, then mur-
dering that prince, and in ufurping on the title of
the houfe of Mortimer, to whom, both by lineal
fucceffion, and by declarations of parliament, the
throne, when vdcant by Richard’s demife, did of
right belong., e complained of his cruel policy
in allowing the young earl of Marche, whom he
ought to regard as his fovereign, to remain a cap-
tive 'in the hands of his enemies, and in even re-
fufing to all his friends permiflion to treat of his
ranfom.- He charged him again with perjury in
loading the nation with heavy taxes, after: having
{worn that, without the utmoft neceflity, he would
mever levy any impofitions upon them. And he
reproached him with the arts employed in procuring
favourable ele€tions into parliament ;- arts which he
himfell had before imputed as a crime to Richard,
and which he had made one chief reafon of that
pritice’s arraignment and ‘depofition ®, Thig mani-
fefto was well caleulated to inflame the quarrel be.
tween the partes : The bravery of the two leaders
promifed an obftinate engagement: And the equality
of the armies, being each about, 12,000 men, 2
number which was not unmagageable by The come

& Hall, fol. 21, 22, &c, ¢
o5 ‘m:mders_?
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mandets, gave reafon to expet a great effufion of c 114
blood on both fides, and a very doubtful iffue to XVIlL
the combat. 1401,
. We fhall fcarcely find any battle in thofe ages 2:ft Juy-
where the fhock was moare terrible and more con- shrewt
ftant, Henry expofed his perfon in the thickelt of bwy-
the fight : His gallant fon, whole military atchieve-

ments were afterwards fo renowned, and who here
pérformed his noviciate in arms, fignalized himfelf

on his«ather’s footfteps, and even a wound, which

he received in the face with an arrow, could not
oblige him to quit the field’. Piercy fupported that

fame which he had acquired in many a bloody com.

bat: And Douglas, bis ancient enemy, and now his
friend, ftill appeared his rival, amidfl the horror'and
confufion of the day. This nobleman performed

feats of valour which are almoft incredible: Hg
feemed deterniined that the king of England fhould

thatr day fall by his arm : He lought him all over the

field of battle: And as Henry, cither to elude the
attacks of the enemyupon his perfon, or to encourage

his own men by thebeliefof his prefence every where,

had accoutred feveral captains in the voyal garb, the
fword- of Douglas rendered this honour fatal to
marg®. But while the armies were contending in this
furious manner, the death of Piercy, by an unknown

hand, decided the viftory, and the royalilts prevail-

ed. Thereare f2id to have fillen that day, on both

fides, near two thonfand three hundred gentlemen ;

but the perfons of greateft diftin&ion were on the
king’s ; the earl of Stafford, fir Hugh Shirley, fir
Nicholas Gaufel, fir Hugh Mortimer, fir John Maf.

fey, fir John ¢alverly. About fix thcufand private .
men perifhed, of whom two thirds were of Piercy’s

army ". The earls of Worcefter and Douglas weré
takenprifoner. The former was beheaded at Shiewl.

fT. Livij, p. 3- £ Walfinghain, p. 366 67 -Hall
fol. 22, * Chron.Otterbourne, p. 224f %'Ii?)d."Nseuﬂ. p- 56:::
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bury ; the latter was treated with the courtefy due to
his rank and merit. -

Txg earl of Northumberland, having recovered
from his fickne(s, had levied a frefh army, and was
on his march to join his fon ; but being oppofed by
the carl of Weltmorcland, and hearing of the defeat
at Shrewfbury, he difmifled his forces, and came with
afmall retinue to theking at York'. = He pretended
that his fole intention in arming was to mediate be-
tween the parties: Henry thought proper tocaccept
of the apology, and even granted him 3 pardon
for his offence: All the other rebels were treated
with equal lenity ; and, except the earl of Worcefter,
and fir Richard Vernon, who were regarded as the
chief authors of the infurretion, no perfon engaged
in this dangerous enterprife feems to have perifhed
by the hands of the executioner®. .

Bur Northumberland, though he had been par-
doned, knew that he never fhould be wrufted, and
that he was too powerful to be cordially forgiven by
a prince whole fituation gave him fuch reafonable
grounds of jealouly. It was the effe& either of
Henry’s vigilance or good fortune, or of the narrow
genius of his enemies, that no proper concert. was
ever formed among them: They rofe in rebellion
one after another ; and thereby afforded him an op-
portunity of fuppreffing fingly-thofe infirrections,
which, had they been united, might have proved
fatal to his authority. The earl of Nottingham, fon

. of the dyke of Norfolk, and the archbithop of York,

bro‘ther to the ear] of Wiltthire, whom Henry, then
duke of Lancafter, had beheaded at Briltol, though

. they had remained quiet while Piefcy was in the

field,'flill harboured in their breaft a violent hatred
againft the enemy of their families ; and they deter-,
wined, in conjunétion with the earl ofsNorthumber..
land, to' feck revenge againft him, They betook

. ¥ Chron, Otterhourne, P- 325, ‘e Rymer, vol. viii. o 353,
" themfelveg
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themlelves to arms before that powerful nobleman ¢ 11 a p.-

was prepated to join them ; and publithing a-mani- hﬂ"ﬁz y
{elto, in which they reproached Henry with his ufurp- 0.
ation of the crown, and the murder of the late king,
they required that the right line fhould be reftored,
and all public grievances be redrefled. The earl of
‘Weftmoreland, whofe power lay in the neighbour-
hood, approached them with an inferior force at
Shipton, near York ; and, beiug afraid to hazard an
aCtionwhe attempted to {ubdue them by a ftratagem,
which nothing but the greateft folly and fimplicity
on their part could have rendered fuccefsful. He
defired a conference with the archbithop and earl
between thearmies : He heard their grievances with
great patience: He begged them to propofe the re-
medies: He approved of every expedient which they
fuggefted : He granted them all their demands : He
allo engaged that Henry fhould give them entire
{atisfation ; and when he faw them plealed with the
facility of his conceflions, he obferved to them, that
fince amity was now, in effedt, reftored between
them, it were better on both fides to difmifs their

" forces, which otherwife would prove an infupport-
able burden to the country. The archbifhop and
the €] of Nottingham immediately gave direGtions
to that -pyrpofe: Their troops difbanded upon the
field: But' Weftmoreland, who had fecretly iffued
contrary ordets to Ais army, feized the two rebels
withont refiflance, and garried them to the king,
who was advancing with hafty marches to fupprefs
the infurre@ion’, © The trial and punithment of an
archbifhop might have proved a troublefome and
dangerous undertaking, had Henry proceeded regu-
larly, and allowed time for an oppofition to form ite
felf againft that unufual meafure: The celerity of the
execution alofle could here render it fafe and pru.
dent,  Finding that fir William Gafcoigne, the chief

P Walfingham, p. 373.  Otterbourne, p. 255.
' ' juttice,
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juftice, made fome feruple of aing on this occafion,
he appointed fir William Fulthorpe for judge ; who,
withoutany indiftnient, trial, ordefence, pronounced
fentence of death upon the prelate, which was pre.
fently executed. This was the.firlt inftance in

England of a capital punithment inflited on a

bithop ; whence the clergy of that rank might leatn
that their crimes, more than thole of laics, were not
to pafs with impunity. The earl of Nottingham
was condemned and executed in the fame {vmmary
manner : But though many other perfons of conds-
tion, fuch as lord Falconberg, fir Ralph Haftings,
fir John Colville, were engaged in this rebellion, no
others feem to have fallen victims to Henry’s fe.
verity.

Tz earl of Northumberland, on receiving this
intelligence, fled into Scotland, together with lord
Bardolf®; and the king, without oppofition, re-
duced all the caflles and fortrefles belonging. to’
thefe noblemen.  He thence turned his arms againft

. Glendour, over whom his fon, the prince of Wales,

1407.

had obtained fome advantages: But that enemy,
more troublefome than dangerous, ftill found means
of defending himfelfin his faltneffes, and of eluding,
though not refifting, all the force of Ergland® In
afubfequent feafon, the earl of Northumberland and
lord Bardolf, impatient cf their exile, entered the
notth in hopes of raifing the people to arms; but

. found the country in.fuch a polture as rendered all

their attempts unfuccefsful. ~ Sir Thomas Rokefby,
theriff of Yorkfhire, levied fome forces, attacked the
invaders at Bramham, and gained a vi€tory in which
both Northumberland and Bardolf were flain ®, This
profperous event, joined to the death of Glendour,
which happened foon after, freed Henry {rom all his
domeflic enemies; and this prince, whd had mounted
the throne by fuch unjuftifiable’means; and held it

»Wallingham, p. 374, # Ibid, p?377. Chron. Otterh. p-261-
' ¢
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by fuch an exceptionable title, had yet by his valour,
prudence, and addrefs, accuftomed the people to the
yoke, and had obtained a greater afcendant over his
haughty barons than the law alone, not fupported by
the(e allive qualities, was ever able to confer.
AsouT the fame time, fortune gave Henry an ad-
vantage over that neighbour, who, by his fituation,
was mofl enabled 1o diflurb his government. Ro-
bert IIL. king of Scots, was a prince, though of
flender capacity, extremely innocent and incffenfive
in his conduét: But Scotland, at that time, was ftill
lefs fitred than England for cherifhing, or even en-
during, fovereipns of that charalter. The duke of
Albany, Raberi’s brother, a prince of more abilities,
at leaft of a more boifterous and violent difpofition,
had affumed the government of the ftate ; and, not
fatisfied with prefent authority, he entertained the
criminal - purpofe of extirpating his brother’s chil.
dren, and -of acquiring the crown to his own family.
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He threw in prifon David, his eldeft nephew, who

there perifhed by hunger : James alone, the younger
brother of David, ftood between that tyrant and the
throne ; and king Robert, fenfible of his fon’s dan-
ger, embarked him on board a fhip, with a view of
fefliding him to France; and entrufting him to the

protetion of that friendly power. Unfortunately,

the veflel was taken by the Englifh; prince James,
a boy about nine years of age, was carried to Lon-
don ; and thdugh there fubfifted at that time'a truce
between the kingdoms, Henry refufed to reftore the
young prince to his liberty.  Roliert, worn out with
cares and in§rmities, was unable to bear the fhock
of this laft niisfortune ; and he foon after died, leav-
ing the government in the hands of the dukeof Al.
bany®, Henry was'new more fenfible than ever of
theifhportarfce of the acquitition which he-had made s
While he retained fuch a pledge, he was fure ofkeep-

Buchanan, lily, 10, .
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ing the duke of Albany in dependance; ov, if of.
fended, he could eafily, by reftoring the true heir,
take ample revenge upon the ufurper. . But though
the king, by detaining James in the Englifh court,
had fhown himfelf fomewhat deficient in generofity,
he made ample amends by giving that prince an ex-
cellent education, which afterwards qualified him,
when he mounted the throne, to reform, in fome
meafure, the rude and barbarous manners of his
native country, o

. Tuz hoftile difpofitions which of late had pre<
vailed between France and England were reftrained,
during the greater part of this reign, from appeating
in attion. The jealoufies and civil commotions
with which both nations were difturbed kept each
of them {frorn taking advantage of the unhappy fitua-
tion of its neighbour. But as the abilities and good
fortune of Henry had {ooncr been able to compofe
the Englifh fa&tions, this prince began ir the latter
part of his reign, to look abroad, and to foment the
animofitics between the families of Burgundy and
Orleans, by which the government of France was,
during that period, fo much diftratted. He knew
that one great' fource of the national difcontent
againft his predeceffor was the inaivity of his reign;
and he hoped, by giving a new direction ta the reft
lefs and unquiet {pirits of his people, to prevent their
breaking out into domeftic wars and diforders. That
he might unite policy with force, he firft entered into
treaty with the duke of Burgundy, and fent that
prince a fmall body of troops, which fupported him
againft his enemies?.  Soon after he hearkened to
more advantageous propofals mdde him by the duke
of Orleans, and difpatched a greater body to fupport
that party % But the leaders of the oppofite fations
having made temporary accommodationJthe interefls
of the Englith were facrificed; and this effort of

- ¥ Walfingham, p. 39;9. 9 Ryx;er, vol. viil, . 715. 738,
i £
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Henty proved, in the iflue, entirely vain and fruit-
lefs. ‘The declining ftate of his health, and the fhort
nels of his reign, prevented him from renewing the
attempt, which his more fortunate {on carried to fo
great a length againft the French-monarchy.

Sucu were the military and foreign tranfactions
of this reign : The civil and parliamentary are fome-
what more memoarable, and more worthy of our at-
tention. During the two laft reigns, the eletions
of themcommons had appeared a circumftance of
government not to be negletted ; and Richard was
even accufed of ufing unwarrantable methods for
procuring to his partifans a feat in that houfe. This
pradtice formed one confiderable article of charge
againft -him in his depofition ; yet Henry ferupled
not to tread in his footfteps, and to encourage the
fame abules in ele€tions, Laws were enaéted againft
fuch undue influence, and even a fheriff was punithed
for an iniquitous return which he had mader: But
laws were commonly, at that time, very ill executed ;
and the liberties of the people, fuch as they were,
ftood on 2 furer bafis than on laws and parliamentary
ele@ions. 'Though the houfe of commons was little
able to withftand the violent currents which perpetu-
allyeran between the monarchy and the ariltocracy,
and though that houfe might eafily be brought, at 2
particular time, to make the moftunwarrantable con-
ceflions to either ; the general inftitutions of the ftate
ftill remained invariable ; the interefts of the feveral
members continued on the fame footing ; the fivord
was in the hands of the fubje® ; and the government,
though throwa into temporary diforder, foon fettled
itlelf on its ancient foundations. o

Durine the greater part of this reign, the king
was obliged to court popularity 5 and the houfe of
comntons, lefifible of their own importance, began
to affume powers, ‘which had not ufually been exer-
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ciled by their predeceflors. In the firft year of Henry,
they procured a law, that no judge, in concurring
with any iniquitous meafure, fhould be excufed by
pleading the orders of the king, or even the danger
of his awn life from-the menaces of the fovereign’,
In the fecond year, they infilted on maintaining the
praltice of not granting any fupply befare they re-
cgived an anf{wer to their petitions; which was a tacit
manner of bargaining with the prince®. In the fifth
year, they.defired the king o remove from his houfe-
hold four.perfons who had difpleafed them, among
whom was his own confeffor ; and Henry, though
he told them that he knew of no offence which thefe
men had committed, yet, in order to gratify them,
complied with their requelt®. In the fixth year,
they voted the king fupplies, but appointed treafurers
of their own, to fee the money difburfed for the pur-
pofes intended, and required them to deliver in their
accounts to the houfe’. In the eighth year, they
propoled, for the regulation of the government and
houfehold, thirty important articles, which were all
a%reed to; and they even obliged all the members
ot council, all the judges, and all the officers of the
houfehold, to fwear to the obfervance of them*,
Theabridger of the records remarks the unufugd li-
berties taken by the fpeaker and the houfe during
this period . But the great authority of the com-.
mons was but a temporary advantage, arifing from,
the prefent fituation. In a lubfequent parliament,
when the Ipeaker made his cuftomary application to
the throne for liberty of fpeechy the king, having
now overcome all his domettic difficuldes, plainly,
told him, thag he would have no novelties introduced,
and woyld enjoy his prerogatives. But on the whole,
the limitations of the government feem to have been
mofe fenfibly felt, and more carefully maintaingd by
Henry, than by any of his predeceflors.  © -
+ Cotton, p- 364, ., tIbid. p.406.° 4 Thid. p. 426,

. v Ibid. . 438. = Ibid. p. 456; 457 7.Ibid. p. 462.
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Durine this reign, when the houfe of commons ¢ m a'p.

were, at any time, brought to make unwary concef-
fions to the crown, they alfo fhewed their freedom
by a fpeedy retrafation of them. Henry, though he
entertained a perpetual and weli-grounded jealoufy
of the family of Mortimer, allowed not their name
to be once mentioned in parliament; and as none
of the rebels had ventured to declare the earl of
Marche king, he never attempted to procure, what
would ot have been refufed him, an exprefs decla-
ration againft the claim of that nobleman; becaufe
he knew that fuch a declaration, in the prefent cir-
cumftances, wounld have no authority, and would
only ferve to revive the memory of Mortimet’s title
in the minds ofthe people.  He proceeded in his pur-
pofe after 2 more artful and covert manner. He pro-
cured a fettlement of the crown on himfelf and his
heirs-male 2, thereby tacitly excluding the {emales,
and transferring the Saliclawinio the Englithgovern-
ment. He thought, that though the houfe of Plan-

tagenet had at firlt derived their title from a female, .

this was a remote event, unknown to the generality
of the-people; and if he could once accuftom them
to the practice of excluding women, the title of the
earl,of Marche would gradually be forgotten and
fiegleted by them. But he was very untgortunate in
this attempt. During the long contefs with France,
the injultice of the Salic law had been fo much ex-
claimed againit by the nation, that a contrary prin-
ciple had taken decp root in the minds of men ; and
it was now become impoflible to eradicate it. The
{ame houfe of commons, therefore, in a fubfequent
feflion, apprehenfive that they had overturned the
foundation of the Englifh .government, and that
they had opened the door.to more civil wars than
might enfue eyen from the irregplar elevation of the
houfe of Lancafter, applied with fuch earneftnefs for,

= Cotthn, p. 454.
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¢ H AP anew fettlement of the crown, that Henry yielded to
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e their Tequeft, and agreed to the fucceffion of the
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princeffes of his family®. A certain proof, that
nobody was, in his heart, fatisfied with the king’s
tit}f to the crown, or knew on what principle to
reft it. : |
But though the commons, during this reign,
fhowed a laudable zeal for liberty in their tranfac:
tions with the crown; their efforts againft the
church were il more extraordinary, and fegmed to
anticipate very much the fpirit which became fo ge-
nieral in a little more than a century afterwards, I
khow, that the credit of thele paflages refts entirely
on one ancient hiftorian 3 but that hiftorian was
contemporary, was a clergymadn, and it was contrary
to the interelts of his order to preferve the memory
of fuch tranfadtions, much more to forge precedents,
which pofterity might, fome time, be tempted to
imitate, This is a truth o evident, that the moft .
likely way. of accounting for the filence of the re-
cords on this head, is by fuppofing, that the autho-
tity of fome churchmen was fo great as to procured -
razure, with regard to thele circumftances, whichi the,,
indifcretion of one of that order hag happily preferved
10 us. L
Iv the fixth of Henry, the commons who had
been required to grant fupplies, propoled in plain
terms to the king, that he fhould feize all the tem:
poralities of the church, and employ them as 4 pebs-
petugl fund.to ferve the exigencies of the flate
They infifted, that the clergy poflefled a third of the
lands of the kingdom; that they contributed nothing
to the public burdens ; and that their riches tended
only to difgualify them from performing their mini-,
fterial funtions with proper zeal and attention:,
‘When this addrefs was prelented, the-archbifkop of .
Canrerbury, who then Attendedethe king, objefted

+ + # Rymer, vol. vili, . 263, " ?'Walﬁngﬁmu
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that the clergy, though they went not in perfon to
the wars, fent thetr vallals *m'i tenants in all cafes of
neceflity ; while, at the fame-time, they them{‘elves,
who ftaid at home, were employed night and day in
offering up their prayers for the happinels and pro-
fperity of the ftate. ‘L'he fpeaker {miled, and an.-
fwered, without referve, that he thought the prayers
of the church but 2 very flender fupply The arch-
bifhop, however, prevailed in the difpute : The king
difcoursged the application of the commons : And
the lords rejeCted the bill which the lower houfe had
framed for firipping the church of her revennes®.
Trr commons were not dlfcouraged by this re-
pulfe: In the eleventh of the king they returned to
the charge with more zeal than before : They made
a calculation of all the ecclefiaftical revenues, which,
bytheiraccount, amounted to 48 5,000 marks a-year,
and contained 14,400 ploughs of land. Thzy pro-
pofed to divide this property among fifteen new earls,
1500 knights, Gooo elquires, and a hundred hoi‘px-
tals; befides 20,000 pounds a-year, which the king
might take for his own ufe; And they infifted, that
the clerical fun&ions would be berter pcrformed than
at prefeat, by 15.000 parifh priefts, paid at theé rate
of feven marks a-piece of yearly ﬂlp(_ndd This ap-
plication wag accompanied with an addrefs for miti-
gating the ftatutes enacted againfl the Lollards, which
thows.from what fource the addrels came, The king
g:we the commons a fevere reply ; and farther to
farisiy the church, and' to prove thdt he was quite
in earneft, he ordued a Lollard to be bumeul hes
f(m= the diffolutjon of the parliament®,
V1 have now related alnvolt all the memaorable

trum.uhom of this rexgn, which was buly and aé-,

tive ;- but produced few events that deferve o be
sranfmitted to poftemy + The king was fo much
*\"nﬁr:f:h'im D27k vad Neuk. ™ 563 “'W'a,lﬁﬂghﬂm

379. Tit I v, R.ymer, vol. ii. p. {5‘.,. OfLu -
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employed in defending his crown, which he had
obtained by unwarrantable means, and poffefled by
a bad title, that he had little leifure to look abroad,
or perform any a&tion which might redound to the
honour or advantage of the nation, His health de.
clined fome months before his death ; he was fubje&
to fits, which bereaved him, for the time, of his
fenfes: And, though he was yet in the flower of his
age, his end was vifibly approaching. He expired
at Weftminfter in the forty-fixth year of his age,
and the thirteenth of his reign.

‘THE great popularity which Henry enjoyed be-
fore he attained the crown, and which had fo much
aided him in the acquifition of it, was entirely loft.
many years before the end of his reign ; and he go.
verned his people more by terror than by affection,
more by his own policy than by their fenfe of duty
or allegiance. 'When men came to refle&t, in cool

' blood, on the crimes which had led him to thethrone;

the rebellion again{t his prince ; the depofition of a
lawful king, guilty fometimés, perhaps, of oppreflion,
but more frequently of indifcretion ; the exclufion of
the true heir ; the murder of his fovereign and near
relation 3 thefe were fuch enormities as drew on him
the hatred of his fubjeéts, fan@ified all the rebrzllions
againft him, and made the execu_tions,,though not
remarkably fevere, which he found neceffary for the
maintenance of his authority, appear cruel as well as
iniquitoys to the people. Yet, without pretending to -
apologize for thefe crimes, which muft ever be held
in deteftation, it may be remarked, that he was in-

fenfibly led into this blameable condu@ by a train of

incidents, which few men poffefs virtue enough to
withltand, The injuftice with which his predeceflor *
had treated him, in firft condemning him 'to banith-

- ment, then defpoiling him of his patrimony, made

him naturally think of revenge,and of recoveting his °
Joft rights ; the headlong zgal of the people hurried’

* higrinto the throne ; the care of his own fecurity, a8
. _— o . ! ' ,. r '
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well ag his ambition, made him an ufurper ; and the ¢ B A ™

XVill,

fteps have always been (o few between the prifons of o~~~

princes and their graves, that we nced not wonder
that Richard’s fate was no exception to the general
rule. All thefe confiderations make Henry’s fitua-
tion, if he retained any [enfe of virtue, much to be la-
mented ; and the inquietude with which he poffefled
his envied greatnels, and the remorfes by which, it
is faid, he was continually haunted, render him an
obje& &f our pity, even when feated upon the throne.
But it muft be owned, that his prudence andvigilance
and forefight in maintaining his power, were admi.
rable: His. command of temper remarkable: His
courage, both military and political, withoutblemith:
And he poffefled many qualities which fitted him for

his high ftation, and which rendered his ufurpation.

of it, though pernicious in after-times, rather falu-

tary during his own reign, to the Englifh nation.
Hewny was twice married : By bis firft wife, Mary

de Bohun, daughter and co-heir of the earl of Here-

ford, he had four fons, Henry, his fucceffor in the .

throne, Thomas, duke of Clarence, John, duke of
Bedford, and Humphrey, duke of Glocefter ; and
two daughters, Blanche and Philippa, the former
married to the duke of Bavaria, the latter to the king
of Denmark. is fecond wife, Jane, whom he matr-
ried after he was king, and who was daughter of the
king of Navarre, and widow of the duke of Britan-
ny, brought him no iffue. - -
By an aét of the fifth of this reign, it is made fe-
lony to cut out any perfon’s tongué, or put out his
eyes ; crimes which, the aét fays, weré very frequent,
This favage fpirit of revenge denotes a barbarous
people; though, perhaps, it was increafed by the
prevailing faftions and civil commotions.
Combercr wasvery little underftood in this reign,
as in all the preceding. In particular, a gréat jeas

touy prevailed againit marchant frangers ; and many’

reftraints were, by law, i’mpofed upon themj namely,
' G2 o that
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¢ # A v that they fhould lay out in Englith manufaQures os
s commodities all the money acquived by the fale of

14130

their gonds ;3 that they fhould not buy or fell wit];
one another, and that all their goods fhould be dif,
pofed of three months after importation . This laft
claufe was found fo jnconvenient, that it was foon
after repealed by parliament. '

It appears that the expence of this king's houfe.
hold amounted to the yca,rly fam of 19,5001, money
of that age®. oo

GuicclarDiy tells us, that the Flemings, in this
century, learned from Iraly all the refinementsin
arts, which they taught the reft of Europe. The
progrefs, however, of thearts was till very flow ang
bagkward in England.

f4 Hen. IV. cape 18, and 5§ Hen, IV, cap. o,
¥ Rymer, tom, vin. p. 0.
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The king's former diforderc——His reformation— e
Thed.ollards—m—Punifbment of lord Cobbam———
State of Franco—m=Invafion of that kingdom——m—
Battle of Azincour—-——=8iate of France —-—New
invafion. of France --——Aﬂ;:/ﬁnm’ion of the duke of
Burgundy — —~Treaty of Troye——Marriage of
the  hking——His death — and charalter———
MijecBancons tranfoltions during this reign,

THE many jealoufies to which Henry IV.’s fitua.
tion naturally expofed him, had fo infeted his
temper, that he had entertained unreafonable fufpi-
cions with regard to the fidelity of his eldeft fons
and, during the latter years of his life, he had ex-
cluded that prince from all fhare in public bufinefs,
and was even difpleafed to fce Lim at the head of
armi¥s, where his martial talents, though ufeful to
the fupport of government, acquired him arenown,
which, he thought, might prove dangerous to his
own authority. The active {pirit of young Henry,
reftreined from its proper exercife, broke out into
extravagancies of every kind ; and the riot of plea-
fure, the frolic of debauchery, the outrage of wine,
filled the vacangics of a mind, better adapted to the
purfuits of ambition and the cares of government.
This courfe of life threw him among companions,
whole difordess, if accompanied with {pitit and hu-
mour,*hie indfilged and feconded ; and he was de-
teCted in many lallies, which, to feverer eyes, ap-
peared totally unworthy of hic rank aud fiation.
“Lhere even remaimy 2 tradirien, thut, when heated
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¢ H 4 P. with liquor and jollity, he fcrupled not to accomt.
ey DANY his riot ous aflociates in attacking the paffengers

1413

on the ftreets and highways, and defpoiling them of
their goods ; and he found an amufement in the
incidents which the terror and regret of thefe de-
fencelefs people produced on fuch occafions, This
extreme of diffolutenefs proved equally difagreeable
to his father, as that eager application to bufinefs
which had at firlt given him occafion of jealoufy ;
and he faw, in his {fon’s behaviour, the fame negle&t
of decency, the fame attachment to low company,
which bhad degraded the perfonal charafter of
Richard, and which, more than all his errors in
government, had tended to overturn his throne, But
the nation, in general, confidered the young prince
with more indulgence ; and obferved fo many gleams
of generofity, fpirit, and magnanimity, breaking
continually through the cloud which a wild con-
Aduék threw over his charalter, that they never cealed
hoping for his.amendment; and they afcribed all the
weeds, which fhot up in that rich loil, to the want
of proper culture and attention in the king and his
minifters. There happened an incident which en-
couraged thele agreeable views, and gave much oc-
cafion for favourable refle&tions to all men of £nfe
and candour, A riotous companion of the prince’s
had been indifted before Galcoigne, the chief juftice,
for fome diforders ; and Henry was not afhamed to
appear at the bar with the criminal, in order to give
him countenance and protection. Finding that his
prefence had not overawed the chief juftice, he pro.
ceeded to infult that magifirate on his tribunal ; but
Galfcoigne, mindful of the charaéter which he then
bore, and the majelty of the fovereign and of the
laws, which he fultained, ordered the prince ta be
carried to prifon for his rude behzviour®, The
ipeftators were agreeably difappointed when they

& Hall, fol. 33.
9 - faw
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faw the heir of the crown fubmit peaceably to this
fenterice, make reparation for his error by acknow-
ledging it, and check his impetuous nature in the
midft of its extravagant career.

‘I'ir memory of this incident, and of many others
of a like nature, rendered the profpet of the future
teign nowife difagreeable to the nation; and increafed
the joy which the death of fo unpopular a prince as
the late king naturally occafioncd. The firft fteps
takenJby the young prince confirmed all thofe pre-
pofleflions entertained in his favour!. He called to-
gether his former companions, acquainted them with
his intended reformation, exhorted them to imitate
his example, but ftri€tly inhibited them, till they had
given proofs of their fincerity in this particular, from.
appearing any more in his prefence ; and he thus
difmiffed them with liberal prefents*. The wife
minifters of his father, who had checked his riots,
found that they had unknowingly been paying the
higheft court to him; and were received with all the
marks of favour and confidence. The chief juftice
himfelf, who trembled to approach the royal pre-
fence, met with praifes inftead of reproaches for his
paft conduét, and was exhorted to perfevere in the
famw rigorous and impartial execution of the laws:
The furprife of thofe who expeed an oppafite be-
haviour, augmented their fatisfadtion 3 and the cha-
ralter of the young king appeared brightet than if
it had never been fhaded by any errors:

But Henry was anxious not only to repair his
own mifconduét, butalfo to make amends for thofe
iniquities into which policy or the necellity of affairs
had betrayed his father, He expreffed the deepeft
forrow for the fate of the unhappy Richard, did
juftice to the memory of that unfortunate prince,
even gperformaed his funeral obfequies with pomp
and folemnity, and cherithed all thofe who had

! Walfing. p. 382, _ ¥Hall, fol. 33. Holingthed, p. 543.
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diftinguithed themfelves by their loyalty and attach.
ment towards him ', Inftead of continuing the re-
ftraints which the jealoufy of his father had impofed
on the carl of Marche, he received that young
nobleman with fingular courtefly and favour; and by
this magnanimity {o gained on the gentle and unam.
bitious naturc of his competitor, that he remained
ever after fincerely attached to him; and gave him
no difturbance in his futurc government.  The fa.
mily of Piercy was rellored to its fortune azd ho-
nours ™. The king fccmed ambitious to bury all
party-diftinQlions in oblivion : The inftruments of
the preceding, roign, who had been advanced {roni
their blind .cal for the Lancaftrian interefts, more
than from their merits, gave place every where to
wmen of mote honourable charalters : Virtue feethed
now to have an opeu career, in which it might exert
itlelf: The exhortations, as well as example, of the
prince gave it enconragesaent: All men were unani
mous in their attachment to Tlemy; and the defets
of his title were forgottenr amidil the perfonal res
gard which was univerfally paid to him.

THERE remained amony the people only one
party-diltinQion, which was derived from religious
differences, and which, as it is of a peculiar,rand
commonly a very obftinate nature, the populatity of
Henry was not able to overcome. *'The Lollards
were every day increafing in the kingdom, and were
become a formed paity, which appeared extremely
dangerous to the church, and even formidable to the
civil authority®. The enthufiafm by which thefe
feQaries were generally afluated, the great altera-
tions which they pretended to introduce, the hatred
which they expreffed againlt the eftablifhed hierar-
chy, gave an alarm to Henry; who, either from a
fincere attachment to the ancient relighon, or froma
dread of the unknown confequences which attend

! Hikt, Croyland. contin, Hallfi. 31, Holingthed, p. 544+
* Holingfhed, p. 545- & Wallingham, p. 382. I
. . 2
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all important changes, was determined to execute
the laws againft fuch bold innovators. The head of
this fe® was fir John Oldcaftle lord Cobham, a
nobleman who-had diftinguifbed himfelf by his va-
lour and his military talents, and had, on many oc-
cafions, acquired the efteem both of the late and of
the prelent king °.  His high chara&ter and his zeal
for the new et pointed him out to Arundel, arch-
bithop of Canterbury, as the proper viftim of ec~
clefiafkical feverity ; whole punifhment would firike
a terror into the whole party, and teach them that
they muft expe@ no mercy under the prefent ad-
miniftration. He applied to Henry for a per~
miffon to indict lord Cobham®; but the generous:
nature of the prince was averle o fuch fanguinary
methods of converfion. Fle reprefented to the
primate, that realon and conviction were the beft
expedients for fupporing rruthy that all geatle
means ought firit to be tried in order to reclaim men
from error; and ihut he himfelf would endeavour,
by a converfation with Cobham, to reconcile him to
the catholic faith, But he found that nobleman ob-
flinate in his opinions, dnd determined not to fa-
crifice truths of fuch infinite moinent to his com.
plaiance for fovereigns®.  Tenry’s principles of
toleration, or rather his love of the praftice, could
carry him no farther; and he then gave full reins to
ecclefinftical feverity againfl the inflexibie hersfiarch.
The primate indi€ted Cobham; and, with the ale
fiftance of his three fuffragans, the bifhops of Lon~
don, Winchefter, and St. David’s, condemned him
to the flames for his erroneous opinions. Cobham,
who was confined in the Tower, made his efcape bes
fore the day appointed for his execution. The bold
fpirit of the man, provoked by perfetution and ftj-
mulatgd by eeal, was urged to attempt the moft
triminal enterprifes; and his ualimited authority

° Walfipgham, p. 332, . ¢ . ¥ Fox’s A&s and Manonments,
P-5t3 0 Rywmer,volizop 61 Wallingham, pf 383,
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over the new fe proved that he well merited the
attention of the civil magiftrate. e formed in his
retreat very violent defigns againfl his enemies ; and
difpatehing his emiffaries to all quarters, appointed
a general rendezvous of the party, in order to feize
the perfon of the king at Eltham, and put their per.
fecutors to the fword®,  Henry, appriled of their
intention, removed to Weftminfler : Cobham was
not dilcouraged by thisdifappointment ; but changed
the place of rendezvous to the field near St.Giles’s
"The king, having fhut the gates of the city, to pre.
vent any reinforcement to the Lollards from that
quarter, came into the field in the night-time, feized
fuch of the confpirators as appeared, and afterwards
laid hold of the feveral parties who were haltening
to the place appointed. It appeared that a few
only were in the fecret of the conlpiracy : The reft
implicitly followed their leaders : But upon the trial
of the prifoners, the treafonable defigns of the fedt
were 1endered certain, both from evidence, and from
the confeflion of the criminals themfclves®.  Some
were executed ; the greater number pardonedt.
Cobham himfelt, who made his efcape by flight, was
not brought to juflice till four years afier, when he
was hanged as a traitor ; and his body was burm on
the gibbet, in execution of the fentence pronounced
againlt him as a heretic'. This criminal defign,
which was perhaps fomewhat aggravated by the
clergy, brought difcredit upon the party, and checks
ed the progrefs of that [e&, which had embraced
the fpeculative dofrines of Wickliffe, and at the
fame time afpived to a reformation of ecclefiaftical
abufes.

THEsE two points were the great objcéts of the
Lollards ; but the bulk of the nation was not afs
fe@ed in the fame degree by both of them. -Com«

¥ Walfingham, p. 385. s Cotton, p. 554. Hall, fol. 35,
FHolingfhed, p. 544.  * Rymer, vol. ix. p. 119, 129. 193,
“YSVaIiingl:ain, P 400, Ottetbowne, p. 280, Holingthed,
P 508
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Qr

mon fenfe au. obvious reflettion had difcovered to ¢ HA P
the people the advantages of a reformation in difci- '

pline ; but the age was not yet fo far advanced asto
be feized with the [pirit of controverfy, or to enter in-
to thofe abftrufe doérines, which the Lollards endea-
voured to propagate throughout the kinglom. 'The
very notion of herefy alarmed the genetality of the
people : Innovation in fundamental principles was
fufpicious : Curiofity was not, as yet, a {ufficient
countegpoile to authority : And even any, who
were the greateft fiiends to the 1eformation of abules,
were anxious to exprels their deteftation of the fpe-
culative tenets of the Wickliffites, which they feared,
threw difgrace on fo good a caufe. This turn of
thought appears evidently in the proceedings of the
patliament which was furamoned immediately after
the detetion of Cobham’s confpiracy. That aflem-
bly pafled fevere laws againft the new heretics:
They enafted, that whoever was convifted of Lol-
lardy before the ordinary, befides {uftering capital
punithment according to the laws formerly efla-
blifbed, fhould alfo forfeit his lands and goods to the
king ; and that the chancellor, trealurer, jultices of
the two benches, fheriffs, juftices of the peace, and
all the chief magillrates in every city and borough,
thould take an oath to ufe their utmoft cndeavours
for the extirpation of herefy *. Yet this very par-
liament, when the king demanded fupply, renewed
the offer formerly prefled upon his father, and en-
treated him to feize all the ecclefiaftical revenues,
and convert them to the ufe of the crown*. The
clergy were alarmed : They could offer the king no
bribe which was equivalent : They only agreed to
confer on him all the priories alien, which depended
on capital abbies in Normandy, and had been be-
queathed to jhefe abbies, when that province re-
mained united to England: And Chicheley,, now

¥z Hen, V., cha.g.' 7 * Hall, fol. 5.
archbithop

3414



g2

HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

¢ # A I archbithop of Canterbury, endeavoured to divert the
fems Dlow, by giving occupation (o the king, and by per.

3414
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Trance,

fuading him to undertake a war againt France, in
order to recover his lofl rights to that kingdom 7.

I't was the dying injundlion ot the late king to bis
{on, not to wllow the Euglith to remain long in
peace, which was apt to breed inteftine commotions;
but to employ them n fereign expeditions, by which
the piince might acquire honour ; the nobility, in
tharing his dangers, might attach themfelves 4o his
perfon ; and all the reftlefs fpirits find occupation
for their inquietude. The natural difpofition of
Henry fufliciently inclined him ro follow this advice,
and the civil diforders of France, which had been
prolonged beyond thofc of England, opened a full
career to his ambition,

Tue death of Charles V. which followed foon
after that of Edward 1IL. and the youth of his fon,
Charles V1. put the two kingdoms for tome time in
a fimilar fituation ; and it was not to be appre-
hended, that either of them, during a minority,
would be able to make much advantage of the
weaknefs of the other. The jealouties allo between
Charles’s three uncles, the dukes of Anjon,Berri,und
Burgundy, had diftralted the affairs of Francesra.
ther more than thofe between the dukes of Lan.
cafter, York, and Glocefter, Richard’s threeuncles,
difordered thofe of England; and had carried off
the attention of the French nation {rom any vigor-
ous enterprife againft foreign flates. But in pro.
portion as Charles advanced in years, the factions
were compofed; his two uncles, the dukes of An~
jou and Burgundy, died; and the king himfelf, af-
fuming the reins of government, difcovered fymp-
toms of genius and Ipirit, which revived the droop«
ing hopes of His country. This promifing flate of

-affairs was not of long duraten: The unhappy

3 Hall, fol. 35, 36.
f . Ppringe
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psince fell fuddenly into a fit of frenzy, which ren- ¢ ¥ A r.

dered him incapable of exercifing bis authority ; and
though he recovered from this diforder, he was fo
fubjett to relapfes, that his judgment was gradually
but fenfibly impaired, and no fteady plan of govern-
ment could be purfued by him. The adminiftration
of affairs was difputed between his brother, Lewts
duke of Orleans, and his coufin-german, John duke
of Burgundy : The propingnity to the crown plead-
ed insfavour of the former: The latter, who, in
right of his mother, had inherited the county of
¥landers, which he annexed to his father's extenfive
dominions, derived a luftre from his fuperior power
The people were divided between thefe contending
princes: And the king, now tefuming, now drop-
ping his authority, kept the viftory undecided; and
prevented any regular fettlement of the {tate by the
final prevalence of either party. '

Ar length, the dukes of Orleans and Burgundy,
feeming to be moved by the cries of the nation, and
by the interpofition of common friends, agreed to
bury all paft quarrels in oblivion, and to enter into
ftri€t amity : They {wore before the altar the fin-
cerity of their friendfhip; the prieft adminiftered
thefacrament to both of them ; they gave to each
pther every pledge which could be deemed facred
among men : But all this {olemn preparation was
only a eover for the bafeft treachery, which was de-
liberately premeditated by the duke of Burgundy.
e procured his rival to be affaflinated in the fireets
of Paris : He endeavoured for fome time to conceal
the part which he took in the crime: Butkeing de-
re€ted, he embraced a refolution f1ill more criminal
and more dangerous. to fociety, by openly. avowing
and jultifying it =,  The parliament itfelf of Pauis,
the wibunale of juflice, heard the harangues .of the
duke’s advatate in defence of affaflinatien, which he

* La Laboureur, liv. xxvii, chap, 24, 34«
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¢ W A& P termed tyrannicide; and that aflembly, partly -

1415,

fluenced by fa&tion, partly overawed by power, pro.
nounced no fentence of condemnation againft this
deteftable do@trine®. 'The fame queftion was after~
wards agitated before the council of Conftance ; and
it was with difficulty that a feeble decifion, in favour
of the contrary opinion, was procured from thefe
fathers of the church, the minifters of peace and of
religion.  But the mifchievous effetts of that tenet,
had they been before anywife doubtful, appeared
fufliciently from the prefent incidents. The com.
miflion of this crime, which deftroyed all truft and
fecurity, rendered the war implacable between the
French parties, and cut off every means of peace
and accommodation. The princes of the blood,
combining with the young duke of Orleans and his
brothers, made violent war on the duke of Bur-
gundy ; and the unhappy king, fcized fometimes by
one party, fometimes by the otligr, transferred alter-
nately to each of them the appearance of legal autho-
rity. The provinces were laid wafte by mutual de-
predations : Aflaflinations were every where com.
mitted from the animofity of the feveral leaders; or,
what was equally terrible, executions were ordered,
without any legal or {ree trial, by pretended colrts
of judicature. The whole kingdom was diftin.
guifhed into two parties, the Burgundians and the
Armagnacs; fo the adherents of the young duke of
Orleans werc called, from the count of Armagnac,

-father-in-law to that prince. The city of Paris,

diftratted betwcen them, but inclining more to the
Burgundians, was a perpetval fcene ,of blpod and
violence ; the king and royal family were often de-
{ained captives in the hands of the populace ; their
faithful minifters were butchered or imprifoned be-
fore their face ; and it was dangerous for any"map,
amidft thefe enraged factions, toBe diftinguithed by

4 La Laboureyr, liy, 29. chap, 37.  Monfrelet, chap. 30.
‘ a {rid
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a {tri@ adherence to the principles of probity and
honour. ‘ .
Durinc this fcene of general violence, there
rofe into fome confideration a bedy of men, which
ufually makes no figure in public tranfaétions, even
during the moft peaceful times; and that was the
univerfity of Puris, whofe opinion was_fometimes
demanded, and more frequently offered, in the mul-
tiplied difputes between the parties. The {chifin,
by which the church was at that time divided, and
which occafioned frequent controverfies in the unj-
verfity, had raifed the profeflors to an unefual de-
gree of importance ; and this connettion between
literature and fuperfltition had beftowed.on the for.
mer a weight, to which reafon and knowledge are
not, of themfelves, any wile entitled among men.
But there was another fociety whole fentiments
were much more decifive at Paris, the fraternity of
butchers, who, under the direftion of their ring-
leaders, had declared for the duke of Burgundy, and
committed, the moft violent outrages againft the op-
pofite party. To counterbalance their power, the
Armagnacs made intereft with the fraternity of car-
penters ; the populace ranged themfelves on one fide
or éhe ather ; and the fate of the capital depended
on the prevalence of either party., - .

. Tue advanrage which might be made of thefe
confufions, was eafily perceived .in England; and,
according to the maxims which ufually prevail
among nations, it was determined to. lay hold of
the favourable opportunity. The late king, who was
courted by both the French parties, fomented,the
quarrel, by alternately fending affiftance to each ;
but, the prefent fovereign, impelled by the vigour of
youths and the ardour of ambitjon, determined ta
puth his advantages to a greater length, and to carry

violept war. into «that diftra&ed kingdom.” But.

while he was making Jpreparations for this end, he
sried 1o effect his purpofe by negociation ; and he
' : fent
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€ B AP fent over ambafladors to Paris, offering a perpetual
wraew Peace and alliance; but demanding Catharine, the

3415

Yrench king’s daughter in murriagre, two millions
of crowns as her port}on, one million fix Lundred
thoufand as the arrears of king John’s ranfom, and
the immediate poffeflicn and full foverciznty of Mor-.
mandy, and of all the other provinces which had
been ravithed from Fagland by the arms of Philip
Auguftus; together with the fupetiority of Britanny
and Flanders®. Such exorbitant dumands fhog that
he was fenfible of the prefent milerable condition of
¥rance ; and the terms offered by the ¥rench court,
though much inferier, difcover their conlcioufnefs
of the fame melancholy truth. They were willing to
give him the princefs m wnarriage, to pay him eight
hundred thoufand crowns, to refign the entire fove.
reignty of Guienne, and to annex to that province
the country of Perigord, Rovergue, Xaintonge, the
Angoumois, and other territories °. As Henry re.
je€ted thefe conditions, and fcarcely hoped that his
own demands would be complied with, he neverin.
termitted a moment his preparations for war, and
having affembled a great fleet and army at South.
ampton, having invited all the nobility and military
men of the kingdom to attend him by the hopes of
glory and of conqueft, he came to the fea-fide, with
a purpofe of embarking on his expedition.

But while Henry was weditating conquefts upon
his neighbours, he unexpefledly found himfelf in
danger from a confpiracy at home, which was hap.
pily detefted in its infancy. The earl of Cam.
bridge, fecond fon of the late duke of York, having

b Rymer, vol. ix. p. 208. ' .

¢ Ihid, p. 211, It is reported by fome hiftorians (See Hift.
Croyl. Cont. p. 50c.) that the Dauphin, in derifion of Henry’s
<Jaims and diffolute chatuor, fent him a box of tennis balls, in-
timating thar thefe implements of play wore betfer adabted to
him than the fnflyaments of war. But this flory §s by no mepns
credible 5 the great offers made by the court of France fhow
that they tad already entestained a juft idea of Henry’s cha
radter, as well as of their own ﬁtu:xtir}u.

efpoufed
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efpoufed the fifter of the earl of Marche, had zeal- C gni& P,

oufly embraced the interefls of thot {amily; and
had held fome conferences with lord Scrope of
Matham, and fir Thomas Grev of Heton, about
the means of recovering ta that nobleman his right
to the crown of England. The confpirutors, as loon
as deteéted, acknowledged their guilt to the king*5
and Henry proceeded without delay to their tiial
and condemnation. The utmoft that could be ex-
pefied=of the beft king in thofe ages, was, that he
would fo far obferve the effentials of juftice, as not
to make an innocent perfon a victim to his fe-
verity : But as to the formalities of law, which are
often as material as the cflentials themfelves, they
were facrificed without feruple to the leaft intereft
or convenience. A jury of commoners was fum-
moned: The three confpirators were indicted be-
fore them : The conftable of Southampton caftle
fwore that they had feparately confefled their guilt
to him : Without other evidcnce, fir Thomas Grey
was condemned and executed : But.as the earl of
Cambridge and lord Scrope pleaded the privilege
of their peerage, Henry thought proper to {um-
mon a court of eighteen barons, in which the duke
of Glarence prefided: The evidence given before
the jury was 1ead to them : The prifoners, though
one of them was a prince of the blood, were not
examined, nor produced in court, nor heard in their
own defence ; but received fentence of death upon
this proof, which was every way irregular and un.
fatisfaclory ; and the fentence was foon after ex-
ecuted. ‘The garl of Marche was accufed of having
given his approbation to the confpiracy, and re-
ceived a general pardon from the king®. He was
probably cither innocent of the crime imputed to

¢ Rymer, vol.'ix. p. 300. T\ Livii, p. 8.
¢ Rymer, vol. ix. py 303.

Vou, 1Nl H him,
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c map him, or had made reparation by his carly repens.

XX,
Lu-'w
1415,
Invfien nf

Tlalbil,

24th Augr

ance and difcovery .

"Fun fucceffes which the arias of England have,
in different amcs, oltniuad over thofe of ¥rance,
Lave been mach oaing to the favonrable ftuation,
ob the {orer Nugdom,  the Fuglifl, happily
feated in a iffond, coutd make advantage of every
mislortwe vooich attewded e neighbours, and
were little erpoled to the doager of ruprifals, They
uever It their oru cnunuiy bul when thay were
condufted by a kinyg ol extracrdinary genius, or
found their enemy divided by iateltine factions, or
were fupparted by a powertul allian-e on the con-
tinent; and as all thele circumflances concurred at
prefent to favour their enterprife, they had reafon to
expect from it propurtionable {fuccels, The duke of
Burgundy, expelled France by a combination of
the princes, had been fecretly ioliciting the alliance
of Lngland*; and Henry knew tiat this prince,
thougl he fcrupled at firlt to join the inveterate
enciny of his couatry, would williugly, if he faw
any probability of [uccefs, both aflill him with his
Flemith fubjefte, and diaw over to the fame fide
all his numerous partifaus in Tiauce. Trulting
therefore to this circumflance, but without eftablifh.
ing any concert with the duke, Le put to fea, and
landed near Harfleur, at the head of an army of
6ooo men at arms, and 24,000 foct, moftly archers.
He immediately began- the fiege of that place,
which was valiantly defended by d’Lltoiiteville, and
under him by de Guitri, de Gauncoust, and others
of the French nobility: But as the garrifon was
weak, and the foriifications in bad repair, the go-
vernor was at laft obliged to capitalate; and he
promifed to furrender the place if he received no
fuccour before the eighteenth of September. The

£ 5t. Remi, chap. Iv. Goodwin, p, §3.
% Rymer, vol. ix. p. 137, 138,
day
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day came, and there was no appearance ofa French c ma p.
army to relieve him. Henry, taking poffeffion of _X'X:
the town, placed a garrifon in it, and expelled all 145,
the French inhabitants, with an intention of peo-

pling it anew with Englifh,

THE fatigues of this fiege, and the unufual heat
of the feafon, had {o wafted the Englith army, that
Henry could enter on no farther enterprife; aud
was obliged to think of returning into England.
He hatt difmiffed his tranfports, which could not
anchor in an open road upon the enemy’s coafts:
And he lay under a neceflity of marching by land
to Calais, before he could reach a place of fafety.
A numerous French army of 14,000 men at arms,
and 40,000 foot, was by this time aflembled in
Normandy under the confiable d’Albret; a force
which, if prudently conducted, was fuflicient either
to trample down the Englifh in the open. field, or
to harafs and reduce to nothing their fmall army,
before they could finilh fo long and difficult a
march. Henry, therefore, cautioufly offered to fa-
crifice his conqueft of Harfleur for a [afe paflage to
Calais; but his propofal being rejected, he deter-
mined to make his way by valour and condu&
throdgh all the oppofition of the enemy . That he
might not dilcourage hig army by the appearance of
flight, or expofe them to 'thofec hazards which na-
turally attend precipitate miarches, he made  flow
and deliberate journies ¥, till he reached the Somme,
which he purpofed to pafs at the ford of Blanque~
tague, the fame place where Edward, in a like
fituation, had Kefore efcaped from Philip de Va-
lois. But he found the ford rendered impaffable
by the precaution of the French general, and
guarded by a firong body on the oppofite bank !;
and he was bliged to march higher up the
river, in order to feck for a fafe paffage. He

i Le Laboureur, liv. 3¢, ¢hap, 6. kT, Livii, p, 12.

1 St. Rgmi, chap, 58.35 ? VP ‘
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CH AP was continually haraffed on his march by flying
‘o parties of the enemy ; faw bodies of troops on the

1415

Battle of
Azincour,

a5th Oct.

other fide ready to oppofe every attempt ; his pro-.
vifions were cut off ; his foldicrs languithed with
ficknefs and fatigue; and his affairs feemed to be
reduced to a defperate fituation: When he was fo
dexterous or fo fortunate as to feize by furprize a
paflage near St. Quintin, which had not been fuf-
ficiently guarded ; and he fafely carried over his
army ™ -
Hewry then bent his march northwards to Ca..
lais; but he was ftill expofed to great and im-
minent danger from the enemy, who had alfo paffed
the Somme, and threw themfelves full in his way,
with a purpole of intercepting his retreat.  After he
had paffed the fmall river of Ternois at Blangi, he-
was furpriled to obferve from the heights the whole
French army drawn up in the plains of Azincour,
and fo pofted, that it was impofhble for him to pro-
ceed on his march without. coming to an engage-
ment, Nothing in appearance could be more un.
equal than the battle, upon which his fafety and all
his fortunes now depended. The Englith army was.
little more than half the number which had dif-.
cmbarked at Harfleur; and they laboured unider
every difcouragement and neceflity. The enemy,
was four times more numerous ; was headed by the
dauphin and all the princes of the blood; and was
plentifully fupplied with provifions of avery kind.
Henry’s fituation was exattly fimilar to that of
Edward at Crefly, and. that of the Black Prince at
Poitiers ; and the memory of thelg great events,
infpiring thie Englifh with courage, made them hope
for a like deliverance from their preflent difficulties. .
The king Jikewife obferved the {ame prudent con~
dué which had been followed by thefe greas com-.
manders : He drew up his army. on a narrow ground

(o}
1w, Liviy po#ge
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between two woods, which guarded each flank ; and € H A P.

AiIx.

he patiently expe@ed in that pofture the attack of

the enemy .

Hap the French conflable been able, either to
realon juftly upon the prefent circumftances of the
two armies, or to profit by palt experience, he had
declined a combat, and had waited till neceflity,
obliging the Englith to advance, had made them
relinquifh the advantages of their fituation.* But
the infpetuous valour of the nobility, and a vain
confidence in fuperior numbers, brought on this fa-
tal attion, which proved the fource of infinite ca-
lamities to their country. The French archers on
horfeback and their men at arms, crowded in their
ranks, advanced upon the Englith archers, who had’
fixed pallifadoes in their front to break the im.
preflion of the enemy, and who fafely plied them,
from behind that defence, with a thower of arrows
which nothing could refit ®. The clay foil, moift-
ened by fome rain which had lately fallen, proved
another obftacle to the force of the French cavalry:
The wounded men and horfes difcompofed their
ranks : The narrow compals in which they were
pent, hindered them from recovering any order:
The®™whole army was a fcene of confufion, terror,
and difmay : And Henry, perceiving his advantage,
ordered the Englith archers, who were light and
unincombered, to advance upon the enemy, and
feize the moment of viGtory. They fell with their
battle-axes upon the French, who, in their prefent

pofture, were incapable either of {lying or of making,

defence: They hewed thenr in pieces without
refitancc P : And being feconded by the men ar
arms, who alfo puthed on againft the enemy, they
covered the field with the killed, wounded, dil-
mounted, and® overthrawn, After all- appearance

* Bt. Remi, cap, 62. «° Walfingham, p. 3g2. T\ Livii,
p. 19, Le Labhoureury liv, 35. chap. 7. Monftreiet, chap. 147.
?» Walfingham, p. 393 Ypod. Neult, p. 594.
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c 11 ap. ofoppofition was over, the Englifh had leifure to

&:_Lf_;w make priloners ; and having advanced with uninter-
. s rupted fuccefs to the open plain, they there faw the
remains of the French rear guard, which flill main.
taincd the appearance of a line of battle. At the
fame titme, they heard an alarm from behind : Some
gentlemen of Picardy, having colle@ed about 6oo
peafants, had fallen upon the Englifh baggage,
and were doing execution on the unarmed fol-
lowers of the camp, who {led before them,  &Henry,
feeing the enemy on all fides of him, began to en-
tertain apprehenfions from his prifoners; and he
. thought it neceflary to iffue general orders for put-
ting them to death: But on dilcovering the truth,
he {topped the flaughter, and was flill able to fave
a great number, ’

No batile was ever more fatal to France, by
the number of princes and nobility flain or taken
prifoners.  Among the former were the conflable
himfelf, the count-of Nevers and the duke of Bra-
bant, brothers to the duke of Burgundy, the coant
of Vaudemont, brother to the duke of Lorraine,
the duke of Alencon, the duke of Barre, the count
of Marle. The moft eminent priloners were the
dukes of Orleans and Bourbon, the counts ¢'Eu,
Venddme, and Richemont, and the marefchal of
Boucicaut. An archbifhop of Sens alfo was flain
in this battle. The killed are computed on the
whole, to hdve amounted to ten thoufand men;
and as the flaughter fell chielly upon the cavalry,
it is pretended that of thefe eight thoufand were
gentlemen. Henry was mafler of 14,000 priloners.
The perfon of chief note, who fell among the Eng-
lith, was the duke of York, who perithed fighting
by the king’s fide, and had an end more honour-
able than %is life. He was fucceded in his ho-

* nours and fortune by his nephew, fon of the earl
of Cambridge, executed in the beginning of the -
year, All the Englilh who were flain exceeded

e C ooy
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not forty ; though fome writers, with greatetr pro-
bability, make the number more confiderable.

Trug three great battles of Crefly, Poidliers, and
Azincour, bear a fingular refemblance to each other
in their moft confliderable circumftances. Inall of
them, there appears the fame temerity in the Englifh
princes, who without any objeét of moment, merely.
for the fake of plunder, had ventured fo far into the
enemies country as to leave themfelves no retreat 5
and wslels faved by the utmoft imprudence in the
French commanders, were, from their very fituation,
expofed to iacvitable deftrultion. Bur allowance
being made for this temerity, which, according to
the irvegular plans of war followed in thole ages,
{eems to have bren in fome mealure, unavoidable 3
there appears in the day of altion, the fame prsfence
of mind, dexterity, courage, firmnefs, and precau-
tion, on the part of the ¥nglith : The fame jrecipita-
tion, confufion, and vaiu confidence, on the past
of the French : And the events were fuch as might
have been expe@ed from fich oppolite candudt, The
immediate conlequences too of thefle three great vie
tories were fimiiar . Inftead of pufhieg the ¥French
with vigour, and taking advantage of their confter-
natton, the Englifh princes after their victory, feem
rather to have relaxed their efforts, and to have al-
lowed the enemy leifure to recover trum his lofles.
Henry interrupted not his march a moment alter the
battle of Azincour; he carried his prifoners to Ca-.
lais, thence to England ; he even concluded a truce
with the enemy ; and it was not till after an inter-
val of two yeays thatany body of Englith troops ap~
peared in Frunce,

"THE poverty of all the European princes, and the
fmall relources of their kingdoms, were the caufe of
thefe gontinwal interruptions in their hoftilities ; and
though the maxims of war were in general deftruce
five, their military operations were merc incurfions,

Hs which,

103
CHAP
XI1X.
Sroormy g
14854



104

CH AP,

Pig B
b tmcym,
A5,

State of
France,

1487,

HISTORY OF ENGLAND,

which, without any fettled plan,theycarried on againft
each other. The laftre, however, attending the vic.
tory of Azincour, procured fome fupplies from the
Englifh parliament, though {till unequal to the ex-
pences of a campaign, They granted Henry an entire
fifteenth of moveables ; and they conferred on him,
Jor life, the duties of tonnage and poundage, and
the {ubfidies on the exportation of wool and leather.
This conceflion is more confiderable than that which
had been granted to Richard 1L by his laft-parlia-
ment, and which was afterwards, on his depofition,
made fo great an article of charge againft him.

. Bur during this interruption of hoftilities from
England, France was expofed to all the furies of
civil war ; and the feveral parties became every day
more enraged againft each other. The duke of Bur-
gundy, confident that the French minilters and ge-
nerals were entircly dilcredited by the misfortune
at Azincour, advanced with a great army to Paris,
and attemipted to reinflate himfelf in poffeflion of
the government, as well as of the perfon of theking.
But his partifans in that city were overawed by the
court, and kept in fubjeftion : The duke delpaired
of fuccels ; and he tetired with his forces, which he
imimediately difbanded in the Low countries % ~He
was foon after invited to make a new attempt, by
fome violent quarrels which broke out in the royal
family. The queen Ifabella, daughter of the duke of
Bavaria, who had been hitherto an inveterate ene-
my to the Burgundian faction, had received a great
injury from the other party, which the implacable
fpiritof that princels was never able.to forgive. The
public neceflities obliged the count of Armagnac,

_ created conftable of France in the place of d’Albret,

to feize the great treafures which Ilabella had amaff-
ed : And when fhe exprefled her difpleafure at this

2 Le Laboyreur, liv, 35. eln, 10
’ - injury,
) -
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injury, he infpired into the weak mind of the king c u a ».
fome jealoufies concerning her condu&, and pufhed | *¥!X: |
him to feize and put to the torture, and afterwards 144
throw into the Seine, Bois-bourdon, her favourite,
whom he uccufed of a commerce of gallantry with
that princefs.  The queen her(elf was (ent to T'ours,
aud confined under a guard’; and, after fuflering
thefe multiplied infults, fhe no longer fcrupled to
entet into a correfpondence with the duke of Bur-
gunds, As her fon, the dauphin Charles, a youth
of fixteen, was entirely governed by the faltion of
Armagnac, the extended her animofity to him, and
fought his deftruétion with the moft unrelenting
hatred. She had foonanopportunity of rendering her
unnatural purpofe effcCtual. The duke of Burgundy,
in concert with her, entered France at the head of 3
great army: He made himfelf mafter of Amiens,
Abbeville, Dourlens, Montreiiil, and other towns in
Picardy ; Senlis, Rlieims, Chalons, Troye, and Aux-
erre, declared themielves of his party'. Hegot
pofleflion of Beaumont, Pontoife, Vernon, Meulant,
Montlheri, towns in the neighbourhood of Paris ;
and carrying farther his progrels towards the weft,
he [eized Etampes, Chartres, and other fortrefles 3
an® was at laft able to deliver the queen, who fled
to Troye, and openly declared againft thofe minifters
who, fhe faid, detained her hufband in captivity *.
MeanwrILE the partifans of Burgundy raifed a
commotion in Paris, which always inclined to that
fa&tion. Lile-Adam, one of the duke’s captains, was
received into the city in the night time, and headed
the infurreftion of the people, which in a moment
became fo impetuous that nothing could oppofe it.
The perfon of the king was feized : "The dauphin
made his. efcape with difficulty : Great numbers of
the fajtion ofermagnac wereimmediately butchered :
The count himfelfy and many perfons of note, were
* 8t. Remi, chap. 74. -Monltrelet, chap. 16y7. . @ St. Remi,
chap, rg. * Ibid, chap. 81, Mondlreler, chap, 178, 179,

thtown
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thrown into prifon: Murders were daily committed
{rom private aniwefity, under pretence of falion s
And the populuce, not Intiated with their fury, and
decming the courfe of public jullice 100 dilatory,
broke into the prifons, and put to death the connt
of Armagnac, and all the other nobilicy who were
there confined *.

‘WeiLe France wvas in [uch furious combufiion,
and was fo ill prepared to refilt a foreinn enemy,
Henry, having colle@ted fome treafure, andelevied
an army; Ianded in Normandy at the head of twenty-
five thoufund men; and met with ne confiderable
appofition from any quarter. 1Jc made himfelf
mafter of Falaife; Evreux and.Caen fubmitted to
him ; Pont del’ Arche opened its gates ; and Henry,
having fubdued all the lower Normandy, and having
received a reinforcement of fifteen thoufand men
from England v, formed the fiege of Rouen, which
was defended by a garrifon of four thoufand men,
{econded by the inhabitants, to the number of fifteen
thoufand *. The cardinal des Urfins here attempted
to incline him towards peace, and to moderate his
pretenfions : But the king replied to him in fuch
terms, as thewed that he was fully {fenfible of all his
prefent advantages: “ Do you not fee,” faid'he, -
¢ that God has led me hither as by the hand? France

¢ has no fovereign : I have juft pretenfions to that

¢ kingdom : Every thing is here in the utmoft con-
% fufion :- No one thinks of refifting me. CanI have
< a more fenfible proof, that the Being who dilpofes

- < of empires, has determined to put the crown of
¢ France upon my head ¥ ?’

-

BuT though Henry had opened his mind to this
fcheme of ambition, hé flill continued to negociate
with his enemies, and -endeavoured to obtain more

fecure, though lefs confiderable advantages, He

8 St. Remi, chap 85,‘86. LMonI’trelet, chap. 118, W Wal-
fingham, p, 400. * 8t. Remip chap. g1, ¥ Juvenal
des Urfins, . L

o made, -
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made, at the fame time, offers of peace to both par- ¢ H A P.
ties ; to the queen and duke of Burgundy on the one h_’i‘f_ﬁ:_ P
hand, who, having poffeflion of the king’s perfon, 4.
carried the appearance of legal authority *; and to
the dauphin on the other, who, being the undoubted
heir of the monarchy, was adhered to by every one
that payed any regard to the true interefts of their
country *. Thefe two pariies alfo carried on a con~
tinnal negociation witl each other.  The terms pro-
poled~on all fides were perpetually varying: The
events of the war, and the intrigues of the cabinet,
intermingled with each other: And the fate of France
remained long in this uncertainty., After many ne-
gociations, Henry offered the queen and the duke of
Burgundy to make peace with them, to efpoufe the
princefs Catherine, and to accept all the provinces
ceded to Edward III. by the treaty of Bretigni, with
the addition of Normandy, which he was to receive
in full and entire fovereignty ®. Thele terms were x4vo.
fubmitted to: There remained only fome circum-
{tances to adjult, in order to the entire completion of
the treaty : But in this interval the duke of Burgundy
fecretly finithed his treaty with the dauphiny and
thefe two princes agreed to thare the royal authority
duting king Charles’s lifetime, and to unite their
arms in order to, expel foreign enemies °.

Tas alliance, which feemed to cur off from Henry
all hopes of farther fuccefs, proved, in the iflue, the
moft favourable event that could have happened for
his pretenfions. Whether the dauphin and the duke
of Burgundy were ever fincere in their mutual-en-
gagements, i§ uncertain; but very fatal effes re.
{ulted from their momentary and feeming union.
The two princes agreed to an interview, in order to
concert the means of rendering effeCtual their com-
mon,attack on the Englifh ; but how both or either
of them could with fatety venture upon, this confer-

2 Rymer, vol. ix. p. 71'% 740, % Ibid. p. 626, &c.

‘?Ib)id. p’. 762. B 7 ,cﬁ?d. p- 776, St ?{emi, chip. 5.

ence,



ST

108
CHAP,
Xix,
L )
1419,

HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

ence, it feemed fomewhat difficult to contrive. ‘The
affaflination perpetrated by the duke of Burgundy,
and {till more, his open avowal of the derd, and de-
fence of the doirine, tended to diffolve all the bands
of civil fociety ; and even men of hunour, who de.
tefted the example, might deem it juft, ou a favour-
able opportunity, to retaliate upon the author. The
duke, therefore, who neither dared to give, nor could
pretend to expeft, any truft, agreed to all the con-
trivances for mutual fecurity ~hich were prepofed
by the minifters of the dauphin. The two princes
came to Monterean : 'Uhe duke lodged in the caftle:
The dauphin in the town, which was divided from
the caftle by the river Yonne: The bridze between
them was chofen for the place of interview: Two
high rails were drawn acrofs the bridge : The gates -
on each fide were guarded, one by the officers of the
dauphin, the other by thole of the duke : The princes
were to enter juto the immediate [pace by the op«
pofite gates, accompanied each by ten perfons ; and,
with all thefe marks of diffidence, to conciliate their
mutual fiiendfhip. But it appeured that no precau-
tions are fuflicient where laws have no place, and
where all principles of honour ate ntterly abandoned.
"Tannegui de Chatcl, and others of the dauphin’sTe~
tainers, had been zealous partifans of the late duke of -
Orleans ; and they determined to feize the opportus

" nity of revenging on the affaflin the murder of that

Aflaflina-
sion of the
duke of

Burgundy,

prince : They no fooner entered the rails, than they
drew their iwords and attacked the duke of Bur.
gundy : His friénds were aftonithed, and thought
not of making any defence; and all of them either
fhared his fate, or were taken prifoners by the reti-
nue of the dauphin °.

. TrE extreme youth of this ptince made it doubt.
fol whether he had been admitted into the fecret of
the confpiracy : But as the dedd was committed

4 St. Remi, chap, 97 ~Monﬁn'-c1et, chap, 211,
13 © under
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under his eye, by his moft intimate friends, who c m a p.
ftill retained their connexions with him, the blame _*'*: ;
of the-ation, which was certainly more imprudent 4.
than criminal, fell entirely upon him. The whole
ftate of affairs was every where changed by this un- .
expelted incident. The city of Pars, paflionately
devoted to the family of Burgundy, broke out into
the higheft fury againft the dauphin, The court of
king Charles entered from intereft into the fame
views 3 and as all the minifters of that monarch had
owed their preferment to the late duke, and forefaw
their downfall if the dauphin fhould recover pof-
feflion of his father’s perfon, they were concerned to
prevent, by any means, the fuccefs of his enterprife.
‘The queen, perfevering in her unnatural animofity
againft her fon, encrealed the general flame, and in-
fpired into the king, as far as he was fufceptible of
any fentiment, the fame prejudices by which fhe
herfelf had long been alivated. But above all,
Philip count of Charolois, now duke of Burgundy,
thought himfelf bound, by every tie of honour-and
of duty, to revenge the murder of his father, and to
profecute the affaffin to the utmoft extremity. And
in this general tranfport of rage, every confideration
of fhiional and family interelt was buried in obli-
vion by all parties: The fubjetion to a foreign
enemy, the expulfion of the lawful heir, the flavery
of the kingdom, appeared.but fmall evils if they led
to the gratification of the prefent paflion.

Tue king of England had, before: the. death of.
the duke of Burgundy, profited extremely by the
diftrattions of Y'rance, and was daily making a con-
fiderable progrefs in Normandy. IHe had taken
Roiien after an obftinate fiege®: He had made
himfelf mafter of Pontoife and Gilors: He even
threatgned Patis, and by the terror of his arms had -
obliged -the court td' remove to Troye: Awnd in the

¢ T Livi, p. 690 Monfirelet, chap. zo1. .
midft
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c i 4 p. midft of his fuccefles, he was agreeably furprifed ta
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‘find his enemies, inftead of combining againft him
for their mutual defence, difpofed to rufh into his:
arms, and to make him the inftrament of their venge-
ance upon each other. A league was immediately
concluded at Arras between him and the duke of
Burgundy. This prince, without ftipulating any
thing for himfelf, except the profecution of his fa-
ther’s murder, and the-marriage of the duke of
Bedford with his fifter, was willing to facrifiCe the
kingdom to Henry’s ambition ; and he agreed to
every demand made by that monarch. 1n order to
finifh this aftonifhing treaty, which was to transfer
the crown of France to a firanger, Henry went to
Troye, accompanied by his brothers, the dukes of
Clarence and Glocefter ;.and was there met by the
duke of Burgundy. The imbecility into which
Charles had tfallen, made him incapable of feeing..
any thing but through the eyes of thofe who attend-
ed him; as they, on their part, faw every thing
through the medium of their paffions. The treaty,
being already concerted among the parties, was im-.
mediately drawn, and figned, and ratified : Henry’s
will feemed to be a luw throughout the whole nego-.
ciation : Nothing was attended fo but his advan.:
tages. .

THE principal articles of the treaty were, that
Henry fhould efpoufe the princefs Catherine: That
king Charles, during his life-time, thould enjoy the-

-title and dignity of king of France v That Henry.
fhould be declared and acknowledged heir of the
monarchy, and be entrufted with the;prefent admi-
niftration of the government : That that kingdom
fhould pafs to his heirs general: That ¥rance and
England thould for ever be united under one king;
but thould ftill retain their feveral ufages, cafioms,
and. privileges : That all the prifices, peers, vaflals,.
and communities of France thould {wear, that they
would both adhere to the future fucceflion of I'Iem'yci

;o . an
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and pay him prefent obedience as regent : That this ¢ B A P
prince fhould unite his arms to thole of {king Charles .y

and the duke of Burgundy, in order 1o fubdue the
adherents of Charles the pretended cl;mphm : And
that thefe three princes fhould make no peace or
truce with him but by comumon conlint and agree-
ment ‘.

SucH was the tencur of thisfamous treaty ; atreaty
which, as nothing but the poft violent animofity
couldudictate i,
fword could carsy into execuiion. It is hard to fay
whether its confequences, bad it taken elfeél, would
have proved more pernicious to Enqland or to
France. It muft have reduced the former kingdom
to the rank of a province : 1t would have entir elv dif-
jointed the fucceflion of the latter, and have brought
on the deltrution of every delcendant of the royal
famlly, as the houfes of Crleans, Anjou, Alencon,
Britanny, Bourhon, and of ngum,j itfelf, whole
titles werc preferable to that of the Englith princes,
would, on that account, have been expofed to perpe-
tual _]calo‘ufv and perfecution from the fovereign.
There was even a palpable deficiency in Henry’s
claim, which no art could palliate. For, befides the
infuperablc objutions 10 which Fdward IIId’s pre-
tenfions were expofed, 5¢ was not heir to that mo-
narch : If female fuccf'ﬂion were admitted, the right
had devolved on the houfe of Mortimer : Allowmg

that Richard I1. was a tyrant, and that Henry 1Vth’s;

merits in depafing him were {o great towards the
Englith, as to juitify that nation in placidg him
on the throne; Richard had. nowife oftended

France, and hlb rival had merited nothing of that.

kingdom : It could not poflibly be pretended that
the crown of Yrance was become an appendage to
that of Englaad; and that 2 prince who, by any
means/got poflellion of the latter, was, without far-

f Rymer, vol. ix. p. 893. *St. Remi, chap, 10z, Monftre-
let, chag 2214,

ther

fo ncthing but the power of the
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cu ap ther queftion, entitled to the former. So that, on
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the whole, it muft be allowcd that Henry’s claim to
France was, if poffible, ftill more unintelligible than
the title by which his father had mounted the throne
of England. -

Bur though all thele confiderations were over-
looked,  amidft the hurry of paffion by which the
courts of France and Burgundy were aétuated, they
would neceflarily revive during times of more tran-
quillity ; and it behoved Henry to puth his prefent
advantages, and allow men no leifure fof reafon of
refletion. Ina few days after he efpoufed the print
cefs Catherine : He carried his father-in-law«o Pa-
1is, and put himfelf in pofleflion of that capital : 'He
obtained, from the parliament and the three eftates,
a ratification of the treaty of Vroye: He fupported
the duke of Burgundyin procuring a fentence againft
the murderers of his father i And he immediately
turned his arms, with fuccels, againft the adhevents
of the dauphin, who, as foon as he heaid of the
treaty of Troye, took on him the {lyle and authority
of regent, and appealed to God and his fword for
the maintenance of His title, " . o

Tuze firlt place that Henry {ubdued 'was 'Sens,
which opened its gates after a flight refiftance. With
the fame facility he made limfelf mafter of Mon-
tereau. The defence of Melun was more obftinate :
Barbafan the governor, held out for the fpace of
four months againft the befiegers ; and it was faminé
alone which obliged him to capitulate. Henry ftipu-
Inted to fpare the lives of all the garrifon, except
fach: as were accomplices in the'murder of the duke
of Burgundy ; and as‘Barbafan himfelf was fufpected
to be ‘of the number, his punithment was demanded

" by Philip: But the king had ‘the generofity to inters

cede for him, and to prevent his'exechtion & ",
PEL ' ' . B - I;\-_",‘: vt

% Holingfhed, p. 577 - o
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Tue ‘neceflity of providing fupplies both of men ¢ w A »-

and money, obliged Henry to go over to England ;
and he left the duke of Exeter, his uncle, governor
of Paris during his abfence.  The authority which
naturally attends fuccefs, procured from the Englifh
parliament a fubfidy of a fifteenth ; but, if we may
judge by the fcantinefs of the fupply, the nation was
nowile fanguine on their king’s vi€tories; and in
proportion as the profpe& of their union.with France
became nearer, they began to open their eyes, and

to fee the dangerous confequences with which that-

event muft neceffarily be attended. It was fortunate
for Henry, that he had other refources befides pecu-
niary fupplies from his native fubje@ts. The pro-

vinces which he had already conquered maintained .

his troops; and the hopes of farther advantages al-
lured to his ftandard all men of ambitious {pirits in
England, who defired to fignalife themfelves by
arms. Helevieda new army of twenty-four thoufand
archers and four thoufand horfemen %, and marched
them to Dover, the place of fendezvous. Every
thing had remained in tranquillity at Paris under the
duke of Exeter ; but there had happened, in an.
other quarter of the kingdom, a misfortune whichk
haftenced the king’s embarkation. :

TeE detention of the young king. of Scots in
England had hitherto proved advantageous to Hen-
ry; and, by keeping the regent in awe, had preferved,
during the wholecourle ofthe French war, the north-
ern frontier in tranquillity. But when intclligence
arrived in Scotland of the progrefs made by Henry,
and the near profpedl of his fucceffion to the crown
of France, thd nation was alarmed,. and forefaw
theirowninevitable ruin, if the lbjeftion of their ally
left them to combat alone a vitorious enemy, who
was already fp much fuperior in power and riches.
The ygent entered into the fame views; and though

b Monftrdet, chep, 242,

Vour. Iil, 1 he
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he declined an open rupture with England, he per-
mitted a body ot feven thoufand Scots, under the com--
mand of the earl of Buchan, his {econd fon, to be
tranfported into France for the fervice of the dau--
phin. To render this aid ineffeftual, Henry had, in
his former expedition, carried over the king of Scots,
whom he obliged to fend orders to his countrymen
to leave the French fervice ; but the Scottith general
replied, that. he wounld obey no commands which
came from a king in captivity, and that a prince,
while in the hands of his enemy, was nowife entitled
to authority. Thefe troops, therefore, continued

. ftill to 2t under the earl of Buchan ; and were em.

ployed by the dauphin to oppofeshe progrefs of the
duke of Clarence in Anjou, The two armies en-
countered at Baugé : The Englifh were defeated:
The duke himf{elf was flain by fir Allan Swinton, a
Scotch knight, who commdnded a company of men
at arms : And the earls of Somerfet !, Dorfet, and
Huntingdon, were taken prifoners *.- This was the
firlt aftion- that turned the tide of fuccefs againft
the Englith ; and the dauphin, that he might both
attach the Scotch to his fervice, and reward the va.
lour*and conduét of the earl of Buchan, honoured
that nobleman with the office of conftable.  ~.
Bur the arrival of the king of England with fo |
confiderable an army, was more than {uficient to.
repair this lofs. Henry was received at Paris with
preat exptefions of joy ; {o obftinate were the pre..
judices of the people : And he immediately con-
dutted his army to Chartres, which had long been:
befieged by-the danphin., 'That prince raifed the:
fiege on the spproach of the Englifh; and being
rel%lved to tecline a battle, he retired with his

i His name was Johu, and he was afterwards created duke of
Somerfet. He-was grandfon of John of Gaunt™duke of Lancafl-
ter. 'The Earlof Dorfct was brother t¢ Somerfet, and {ii~ceed-
¢d him in that title. .

k St. Remi, chap. 116, Monftreldt, chap. 239. Hall, fol.6,

. ] army.
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army '.  Henry made himfelf mafter of Dreux with- ¢ u A

out a blow: He laid fiege to Meaux at the {olicita-
tion of the Parifians, who were much incommoded
by the garrifon of that place. This enterprife em-

ployed the Englith arms during the fpace of eight

months : The baftard of Vaurus, governor of Meaux,
diftinguithed himfelf by an obftinate defence; but
was at laft obliged to furrender at difcretion. The
cruelty of this officer was equal to his bravery: He

was accultomed to hang, without diftin&ion, all.

the Englith and Burgundians who fell into - his
hands : And Henry, in revenge of his barbarity, or-
dered him immediately to be, hanged on the fame
tree which he had made the inftrument of his inhu-
man executions ™.

Teis fuccefs was followed by the furrénder of
many other places in the neighbourhoed of Paris,
which held for the dauphin : “That prince was chafed
beyond the Loire, and he almoft torally abandoned
all the northern provinces: He was even purfued
into the fouth by the united arms of the Englith
and Burgundians, and threatened with total deftruc-
tion. Notwithftanding the bravery and fidelity of
his captains, he {aw himlelf unequal to his enemies
in tite field; and found it neceffary to temporife,
and to “avoid -all hazardous ations with a rival,
who had gained fo much the afcendant over him.
And to crown all the other profperities of Henry,
his queen was delivered of a fon, who was called by
his father’s name, and whofe birth was celebrated by
rejoicings no lels pompous, and no lefs fincere, ar
Paris than at Lqndon, 7The infant prince feemed
to be univerfally regarded as the future heir of both
monarchies. : ' ‘

Bur the glory of Henry, when it had nearly
reached, the {ummir, was ftopped fhort by the hand

! 8t Remi, chap. 3. ™ Rymer, vol. x, p. 212, T Livii,
P92, 93+ St. Remi, chap. 116. Monitrelet, chap. 260.

12 of

My ]
1421,

14220

Death



116

HISTORY OF ENGLAND,

CH &P of nature; and all his mighty projects vanifhed into
bmneees TOke.  He was feized with a fiftula, a malady

1422,

which the furgeons at that time had not fkill enough
to cure; and he was at laft fenfible that his diftem-
per was mortal, and that his end was approaching,
He fent for his brother the duke of Bedford, the
earl of Warwic, and a few noblemen more, whom
he had honoured with his friendfhip, and he de.
livered to them, in great tranquillity, his laft will
with regard to the government of his kingdofn and
family. He entreated them to continue, towards
his infant fon, the fame fidelity and attachment which
they had always profeffed to himfelf during his life-
time, and which had been cemented by fo many mu-
tual good offices; He expreffed his indifference on
the approach of death; and, though he regretted
that he muft leave unfinithed a work fo happily be-
gan, he declared himfelf confident, that the final
acquifition of France would be the effet of their
prudence and valour. He. left the regency of that
kingdom to his elder brother the duke of Bedford;
that of Englandtohis younger, the dukeof Glocefter;
and the-care of his fon’s perfon to the earl of War.
wic. - ‘He recommended to all of them a great:at.
tention’ to maintain the fiiendthip of the: duk& -of
Burgundy; and advifed. them never to give liberty
to the French princes taken at' Azincour, till his fon
were of age, and could Limfzif hold the reins of go.
vernment. And he conjured them, ifthe fuccefs of
their arms, thould not enable them to place young
Henry on the throne of France, never, atlealt, {a
make peace with that' kingdom, unlefs the enemy,
by the ceffion’of Normanidy, and its;annexation to,
the crown of England, made compenfation for-all. -

" . the hazard and expence of his enterprife *.

"' Hz next.applied hiin{elf to his devérions, and ors.
dered bis chaplain to recite the feven penitential

.
" s Monftrelet, chiap: 265 Hall, fol: 8o,  ~
* e Pf&h’ﬂﬂv .
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plalms. When that paffage of the fifiy-firft pfalm c 1 a r.
was read, build thou the walls of Ferufolem ; he in- X%
terrupted the chaplain, and declared his ferious in- 422
tention, after he fhould have fully fubdued France,

to condud a crufade againft the infidels, and reco-

ver pofleflion of the Holy Land . So ingenious are

men in deceiving themlelves, that Henry forgot, in

thofe -moments, all the blood fpilt by his ambition ;

and received comfort from this late and feeble re-

folve, which, as the mode of thefe enterprifes was

now paft, he certainly would never have carried into
execution. e expired in the thirty-fourth year of 3ia Aug,
his age, and the tenth of his reign. ,

Tr1s prince poflefled many eminent virtues ; and and cha-
if we give indulgence to ambition in a monarch, or i,‘fi{,:f
rank 1t, as the vulgar are inclined to do, among his
virtues, they were unftained by any confiderable ble-
mith. His abilities appeared equally in the cabinet
and in the field : The boldnefs of his enterprifes was
no lefs remarkable thaa his perfonal valour in con-
dulting them. He had the talent of attaching his
friends by affability, and of gaining his enemies by
addrels and clemency. The Englith, dazzled b
the luftre of his charadter ftill more than by that of
hiss viCtories, were reconciled to the defeéts’in his
title : The French almoft forgot that he. was an ene-

.my: And his care in maintaining juftice in his civil
adminiftration, and preferving difcipline in his ar--
mies, made fome amends to both na:ions for the
calamities infeparable from thofe wars in which his
fhort reign was almoft entirely occupied. That he
could forgive the earl of Marche, who had a better
title to the crown than himfelf, is a fure indication of

_his magnanimity ; and that the earl relied fo entirely
on his friendfhip, is no lefs a proof of his eftablifhed

_chara@er fog candour and fincerity. There remain
in' plitory few inflances of fuch mutual trult; and

o 8t. Remi, chap. 118, Montlrelct, chap. 265.
g3 - fll
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¢ H A P {tll fewer where neither party found reafon to re-
ey PRI it ‘

1

Bifeelia.

neous
tranf.
skions,

THe exterior figure of this great prince, as well

as his deportment, was engaging. His ftature was
fomewhat above the middle fize; his countenance
beautiful ; his limbs genteel and flender, but full of
vigour ; and he excelled in all warlike and manly
exercifes?. He left, by his queen, Catherine of
Frauce, only one fon, not full nine months old;
whofe misfortunes, in the courfe of his life, {urpafled
all the glories and fucceffes of his father.
"IN lefs than two months after Henry’s death,
Charles VI. of France, his father-in-law, terminated
his unhappy life. He had, for {everal years, pof.
feffed only-the appearance of royal authority ¢ Yet
was this mere appearance of confiderable advantage
to the Englifh ; and divided the duty and affetions
of the French between them and the dauphin, This
prince was proclaimed and crowned king of France
at Poictiers, by the name of Charles VII. Rheims,
the place where this ceremany is ufually performed,
was at that time in the hands of his enemies,

.+ Carmerine of France, Henry’s widow, married,

foon after his death, a Welth gentleman, Sir Owen

. Tudor, {aid to be defeended from the ancient prinices

of that country: She bore him two fons, Edmund
and Jafper, of whom the eldeft was cteated earl of
Richmond ; the fecond earl of Pembroke, The fa-
mily of Tudor, firlt-raifed to diftinétion by this alli.
arice, mounted afterwards the throne of England,
‘Tre long fchifin, which had divided the Latin

church for negr forty years, was finally terminated

in this reign by the council of Conftance ; which

.depofed the pope, John XXTIL, for his crimes, and
" elected Martin V. 1n his place; whe was acknow-

tedged by almoft all the kingdoms of Europe, This
great and pnufual act of authotity in the cxunci|

P T, Liviir ) 4o
i fave
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gave the Roman pontiffs ever after a mortal anti- ¢ # a P.

pathy to thofe aflemblies. The fame jealoufy which
had long prevailed in moft European countries, be-
tween the civil ariftocracy aud monarchy, now alfo
took place between thefe powers in the ecclefiaftical
body. Butthe great feparation of the bifhopsin the
feveral ftates, and the difficulty of affembling them,
gave the pope a mighty advantage, and made it more
eafy for him to centre all the powers of the hierarchy
in his own perfon. The cruelty and treachery
which attended the punithment of John Hufs and
JYerome of Prague, the unbhappy difciples of Wick~
life, who, in violation ofa fafe conduét, were burned
alive for their errors by the council of Conftance,
prove this melancholy truth, that toleration is none
of the virtues of priefts in any form of ecclefiaftical
government. But as the Englifh nation had little or
no concern in thefe great tranfattions, we are here
the more concife in relating them.

THE firlt commiffion of array which we meet
with, was iffued in this reign® The military part
of the feudal fyftem, which was the moft eflen-
tial circumftance of it, was entirely diffolved; and

*could no longer ferve for the defence of the king-
dom. Henry, therefore, when he went to France
.in 14135, impowered certain commiffioners to take,
in each county, a review of all the free-men able to
.bear arms, to divide them into companies, and to
keep them in readinefs for refifting an enemy. This
was the era when the feudal militia in England gave
place to one which was perhaps ftill lefs orderly and
regular. -

WE have dn authentic and exat account of the
ordinary revenue of the crown during this reign;
and it amounts only to 55,714 pounds ro fhillings
and 10 penqe a year*. 'Thisis nearly the fame with
‘th%venue of Henry lil. and the kings of Eng-

4 Rymer, vol. ix. p. 254,255 * Rymer, vol. X. P 113,
' J5.Pe 254,25 = 3
14 land

XIX.
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¢ H A P, land had neither become much richer nor poorer in
\ . the courfe of [o many years. The ordinary expence

1423,

.of the government amounted to 43,507 pounds 16

fhillings and 10 pence : So that the king had a fur.
plus only of 13,206 pounds 14 fhillings for the fup-
port of his houfehold ; for his wardrobe ; for the ex-
pence of embaffies ; and other articles. This fum
was nowile fufficient: He was therefore obliged to
have frequent recourfe to parliamentary fupplies,
and was thus, even in time of peace, not altogether
independent of his people. But wars were attended
with a great expence, which neither the prince’s or- .
dinary revenue, nor the extraordinary fupplies, were
able to bear ; and the fovereign was always reduced
to many miferable fhifts, in order to make any tole-
rable figurein them. He commonly borrowed mo-.
ney from all quarters; he pawned his jewels, and:
fometimes the crown itfelf*; he ran in arrears to
his army ; and he was often obliged, notwithftand-
ing all thefe expedients, to ftop in the midft of his
career of vi€lory, and to grant truces to the enemy.
The high pay which was given to f{oldiers agreed
very ill with this lowincome, All the extraordinary
fupplies granted by parliament to Henry during
the courle of his reign, were only feven tenthsmnd
fifteenths, about 203,000 pounds‘. It is ealy to
compute how foon this mopey mufl be exhanfted
by armies of 24,000 archers, and 6ooo horfe ; when
each archer had fix:pence a day", and each horle-
man two fhillings. The moft fplendid f{uccefles
proved commonly fruitlefs, when fupported by
fo poor a2 revenue; and the debts and difficulties,
which the king therehy incurred made him pay dear.
for his vittoriess The civil admipiftration. like-
1 6Rymer, vol. . p. 190, | ® Parliamentary Hiltory, vol. ii,
. 168. .
Py It appears from many paffages of Rymer, pa:ticul'.lrl ol, ix.-
p- 258, that the king paid 20 marks a year for an archer, Tthich

13 a good deal above fix-pence a day, The price had rifen, asis
paturaly by raifing the denomination of money, '

wife,
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wile, even in time of peace, could never be veryre- ¢ 11 & P,

gular, where the government was fo ill enabled to
fupport itfelf. Henry, till within a year of his death,
owed debts which he had contra&ted when prince of
‘Wales®. It wasin vain that the parliament pre-
tended to reftrain him from arbitrary practices, when
he was reduced to fuch neceflities. Though the
right of levying purveyance, {or inflance, had been
exprefsly gnarded againft by the great charter itfelf,
and was frequently complained of by the commons,
it was found abfolutely 1mpraéticable to abalifh it3
and the parliament at length, fubmitting to it as a
legal prerogative, contented themlelves with enadl-
ing laws to limit and confine it. The duke of Glo-
celter, in the reign of Richard II. pofleffed a reve-
nue of 60,000 crowns (abeut 30,c00 pounids a year
of our prefent money), as we learn {rom Froiffard®,
and was, confequently, richer than the king himlelf,
if all circumftances be duly confidered.

I'r is remarkable that the city of Calais alone was
an annual expence to the crown of 10,11y pounds”;
that is, abave a third of the commou charge of the
government in time of peace. This fortrels was of
no ule to the defence of England, and only gave
thas kingdom an inlet to annoy France. Ireland
colt two thoufand pounds 2 year, over and above
its own revenue; which was certainly very low.
Every thing confpires to give us a very mean idea
of theftate of Europe in thofe ages. ‘

From the moft early times, till the reign of
Edward Iil. the denomination of money had never

een altered: a pound fterling was ftill a pound

troy ; that is, about three pounds of our prefent

money. That conqueror was the firft that innc-

vated in this important article. In the twentieth

of his reign she coined twenty-two fhillings from
A ]

« Bymer, vol. 2. p. 114u o * Liv. iv. chap. 6.
¥ Rymer, vol, s p. 113

a pound
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CH A Y apound troy; in his twenty-feventh year he coined
s tWenity-five thillings. But Henry V. who was alfo

A2

a conqueror, raifed ftill farther the denomination,
and coined thirty fhillings from a pound troy#:
His revenue, therefore, muft have been’ about
110,000 pounds of our prefent money; and, by
the cheapnefs of provifions, was equivalent to above
330,000 pounds. .

. Nonz of the princes of the houfe of Lancafter
ventured to impofle taxes without confent of par
liament: Their doubtful or bad title became fo far
of advantage to the conflitution. The rule was
then fixed, and could not fafely be broken after.
wards, even by more abfolute princes.

% Fleetwood’s Chronicon Preciofum, p. §2.



[ 123 ]}

CHAP XX

HENRY VL

Goverpment during the minority——=State of France
- m——Military operations——DBattle of Verneiil
 wm—Siege of Orleans———The maid of Orleans

w—The fige of Orleans raifede——The king of
France crowned at Rbeims—-— Prudence of the

. duke of Bedford-——Execution of the maid of Or-
. leans——Defection of the duke of Burgundy——rm
‘Death of the duke of Bedford——Decline of thé

. Englifo in France—~—Truce with France——

* Marriage of the king with Margaret of Anjou

s Murder of the duke of Glocgfter——State of
France——Renewal of the war with France
The Englifb expelled France.

URING the teigns of the Lancaftrian princes, ¢ 5 a ».
sthe authority of parliament {eems to have been XX
more confirmed, and the privileges of the people 7.0
more regarded, than during dny former period ; and Govern- ",
the two preceding kings, though men of great fpi- e 1.
_yit.and abilities, abftained from fuch exertions of naity.
. prerogative, as even weak princes, whole title was
undifputed, were tempted to think they. might
venture upon with impunity. . The long minorty,
of which. thert was now the profpeét, encouraged
ftill farther the lords and commons to extend their
influence ; -and without paying much regard to the
verbal deftination of Henry V. they affumed the
‘powgf of giving a,new arrangement to the whole
adofiniftration.  They declined altogether the name
of Regent with regard to England ; They appointed
. . the
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the duke of Bedford proteflor or guardian of that
kingdom, a title which they fuppofed to imply lefs
authority: They invefled the duke of Glocefter
with the fame dignity during the abfence of his
elder brother*: And, in order to limit the power
of both thefe princes, they appointed a council
without whofe advice and approbation no meafure
of importance could be determined®.  The perfon
and education of the infant prince was committed
to Henry Beaufort, bithop of Winchefter, his great
uncle, and the legitimated fon of John of Gaunt,
duke of Lancafter; a prelate who, as his family
could never have any pretenfions to the crown,’
might fafely, they thought, be entrufled with that
important charge®. The two princes, the dukes
of Bedford and Glocefter, who feemed injured by
this plan of government, yet, being perfons of great
Integrity and honour, acquiefced in any appoint.
ment which tended to give fecurity to the public;
and as the wars in France appeared to be the objett
of greateft moment, they avoided ‘every dilpute
which might throw an obftacle in the way of foreign
conquefts.

“WHEeN the ftate of .affairs between the Englith
and French kings was confidered with a. fuper-
ficial eye, every advantage feemed to be on:the
fide of the former; and the total expulfion of
Charles appeared to be an event which might
naturally be expedted from the fuperior power of
his competitor. Though -Henry was yet in his
infancy, the adminiftration was devolved on the
duke of Bedford, the moft accomplithed prince
of his ege; whofe experience, prudence, valour,
and generofity, qualified him for his high office,
and enabled -him' both to maintain union among
his'friends, and to gain the eonfidence of his ene- .

. . ' ) e
3 Rymer, vol. x.p. 261. Cotten, p.564. P Cottnq,';\f. 564

"o Hall, fol-83. Monfrelet. vol. ii. p. 27. )
o miess
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mies, The whole power of England was at his ¢ H A b.
command : He was at the head of armies inured .,

to victory : He was fcconded by the moft renowned
generals of the age, the earls of Somerfet, Warwic,
Salifbury, Suffolk, and Arundel, Sir John Talbot,
and Sir John Faftolfe: And befides Guienne, the
ancient inheritance of England, he was malter of
the capital, and of almoft all the northern pro-
vinces, which were well enabled to furnifh him
with {upplies both of men and money, and to affift
and fupport his Englifh forces.

Byt Charles, notwithftanding the prefent infe-
riority of his power, poflefled fome advantages,
derived partly from his fituation, partly from his
perfonal charaBter, which promifed him fuccefs,
and ferved, firlt to control, then to overbalance
the fuperior force and opulence of his enemies,
He was the true and undoubted heir of the mo-
natchy : All Frenchmen, who knew the interefts,
or defired the independence of their country, turned
their eyes ‘towards him as its fole refource : The
exclufion given him by the imbecility of his fa-
ther, and the forced or precipitate confent of the
ftates, had plainly no validity : That {pirit of faltion,
whieh had blinded the people, could not long hold
them in fo grofs a delufion: Their national and in-
veterate hatred againft the Englifh, the authors of
all their calamitics, muft foon revive, and inipire
them with indignation at bending their necks under
the yoke of that hoftile people : Great nobles and
princes, accuftomed to maintain an independence
againft their native fovereigns, would never endure
a fubjection to frangers : And though moft of the
princes of the blood were, fince the fatal battle of
Azincour, detained prifoners in Fngland, the inim.
bitants of thew demelnes, their filends, their vailuls,
all deflared a zecalaws attachment to the king, and
exerfed themfelves in refitting the violenze of {ureign
invaders,

CHARLEY

3422,
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Crarvres himfelf, though only in his twentietl;

e Year, was of a charalter well calculated to become-

T4z

the obje@t of thefe benevolent fentiments; and; -
perhaps, from the favour which naturally attends
youth, was the more likely, on account of his
tender age, to acquire the good-will of his native
fubjedts. He was a prince of the molt friendly and
benign difpofition, of eafy and familiar manners,
and of a juft and found, though not a very vigorous
underftanding. Sincere, generous, affable, he en«
gaged, from affeétion, the fervices of his followers,
even while his low fortunes might make it their
intereft to defert him ; and the lenity of his temper
could pardon in them thole fallies of difcontent to
which princes in his fituation are fo frequently ex.
pofed. The love of pleafure oftenn feduced him
into indolence; but, amidft all his irregularities;
the goodnefs of his heart ftill fhone forth ; and, by
exerting at intervals his courage and adtivity, he
proved, that his general remiflnefs proceeded not
from the want, either of a juft fpirit of ambition, or
of perfonal valour. : \
Troucu the virtues of this amiable prince lay
fomie time 'in obfcurity, the duke of Bedford knew
that his title alone made him formidablé, and that
every foreign affiftance would be requifite, ere an*
Englifh regent could hope to complete the conquelt
of France; an enterprife which, however it might_
feem to be-much advanced, was flill expofed to’
many and great difficulties. ' The chief circum.:
ftance which had procured to the Englifh all their.
prefent advantages, was the refentment of the duke-
of Burgundy againft Charles ; and as that -prince;
feemed intent rather on gratifying his paffion than:
«confulting 'his interefts, it was the more eafy for the-
regent, by dermonfirations of refpet and confidence,-
to rétain him in the alliance of England. He bent.
therefore all his endeavours to. that purpofe : He:-
" gave the duke every proof of friendhip and regarIc_II :
o ‘ ' e.
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He even offered him the regency of France, which ¢ H A P.
Philip declined: And that he might cotroborate _ **:_,

national connexions by private ties, he concluded
his own marriage with the princefs of Burgundy,
which had been {tipulated by the treaty of Arras.
Brinc fenfible, that next to the alliance of Bur-
gundy, the friendfhip of the duke of Britanny was
of the greateft importance towards forwarding the
Englith conquefts ; and that, as the provinces of
Yrancey already ‘fubdued, lay between the domi.
nions of thele two princes, he could never hope for
any fecurity, without prelerving his connexions
with them ; he was very intent on ftrengthening
himlelf alfo from that quarter. The duke of Bri-
tanny, having received many juft reafons of dif-
pleafure from the minifters of Charles, had already
acceded to the treaty of Troye, and had, with other

vaffals of the crown, done homage to Henry V. in 7

quality of heir to the kingdom: But as the regent
knew, that the duke was much governed by his
" brother, the count of Richemont, he endeavoured
to fix his friendthip, by paying court and doing
fervices to this haughty and ambitious prince.
ARTHUR, count of Richemont, had been taken
prifomer at the battle of Azincour, had been treated
with great indulgence by the late king, and had
even been permitted on his parole to take a journey
into “Britanny, where the f{tate of affairs required
his prefence. The death of that viorious mo-

1422,

1423

narch happened before Richemont’s return ; and sjh aps.

this prince pretended, that, as his word was given
petfonally to Henry V. be was not bound to fulfil
it towards his {6n and fucceffor : a chicane which
the regent, as he could not force him to compli--
ance, deemed it prudent to overlook. An inter-
view was fettled at Amiens berween the dukes of
Bedfopd, Burgundy, and Britanny, at which the
coung of Richemont wag alfo prefent?. The alli~

¢ Hall, fol. 84. Montfkrelet, vol.i p. 4. Stows, p. §64-
) ance
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CH A P. ance was renewed between thefe plinCCS ; And the
‘v FCgENE perfuaded Phitip to give in marriage to

142 3

Richemont his eldeft fifter, widow of the deceafed
dauphin, Lewis, the clder brother of Charles, Thug
Arthur was connefled both with the regent and the

 duke of Burgundy, and fecmed euganc.d by intereft

to profecute the fame objedt, in forwa.dmz, the fuc.,
cels of the Englifh arms. ,
WriLE the vigilance of the duke of Bedford was
employed in gaining or confirming thefe allies,
whofe vicinity rendered them fo important, he did
not.overlook the {tate of more remote countries.
The duke of Albany, regent of Scotland, had died;
and his power had devolved, on Murdac, his fon,
a prince of a weak unduﬁanqu and indolent dif-
pofidon: who, far from poflefing the talents re.
quifite. for the government of that fierce people,
‘was not even able to maintain authority in his own
family, or reftrain the pctulanu, and infolence of
his fons. The ardour of the Scots to ferye,
in France, where Charles treated them with great
honour and dx[hn&'nn, and where the regent’s bro-
ther enjoyed the dignity,of conflable, broke out
afrefh under this feeble adminiftration : Nuw fuc.
cours daily came over, and filled the armics of,the .
French king : The earl of Douglaa condufled'a re-
inforcement of 5000 wen to hig affifance s And it
was jultly to be dreaded that the Scos, by com-
mencing open hoflilities in the north, would oc-
cafion a diverfion flill more confiderable of the
Englith power, and would eafe Chatles, in part, of
that load by which he was at prefent o grievoully
opprefled. ~The duke of Bedtord, "therefore, per-
fuaded the Engh{h coundil to form an alliance with
James their prifoner; to free that prince from his
long captlvlty ang.to ‘conne& him with England,
by. marrying him to a daughter of the earl of Somer.
ferand. c:cmf n of the young lau‘g -As the Sc Xttxfh,

- Hﬂl in‘ R6. . ““m\e, p- ?61 Gr-\fton,.p 5of.
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regent, tired of his prefent dignity, which he was
not able to fupport, was now become entirely fincere
in his applications for James’s liberty 3 the treaty was
foon concluded ; a ranfom of forty thoufand pounds
was ftipulated *; and the king of Scots was rettored
to the throne of his anceftors, and proved, in his
fhort reign, one of the moft illuftrious princes that
had ever governed that kingdom. Te. was mur-
dered, in 1437, by his traitorous kinfman the earl
of Athole. His affe@ions inclined to the fide of
France; but the Englith had never reafon, during
his life time, to complain of any breach of the neu.
trality by Scotland. - ,
Bur the regent was not fo much employed in
thefe political negociations as to negleét the opera-
tions of war, from which.alone he could hope to
fucceed in expelling the French monarch. Though
the chief feat of Charles’s power ldy in the fouchern
provinces beyond the Loire; his partifans were pols
fefled of fome fortreffes in the northern, and even in
the neighbourhood of Paris ; and it behoved the
duke of Bedford firft to clear thefe countries from
the enemy, before he could think of aitempting
more diftant conquefts. The caftle of Dorloy was
taken, after a fiege of fix weeks: That of Noyelle
and the town of Riie in Picardy underwent the fame
fate: Pont fur Seine, Vertus, Montaigu, were fub-
jeéted by the Englith arms;:: And a more confider-
able advantage was foon after gained by the united
forces of England and Burgundy. John Stuart,
conftable of Scotland, and the lord of Kftiffac, had
formed the fiege of Crevant in Burgundy: The
earls of Salifbury, and:Suffolk, .with the count of
Toulongéon, were feng to its relief: A fierce and
well-difputed a&tion enfued : The Scots and French
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were.deleateds The conflable of Scotland, and the |

coungyof Ventadous, were taken prifoners: And
aboy a thoufand .mep, among whom - was -fir
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William Hamilton, were left on the field of bat.
tle®, The taking of Gaillon upon the Seine, and
of l1a Charite upon the Loire, was the fruit of this
Viftory ¢ And as this latter place opened an entrance
into the fouthern provinces, the acquifition of it ap-
peared on that account of the greater importance to
the duke of Bedtord, and feemed to promile a fue«
cefsful iffue to the war.

Tz more Chatles was threatened with an inva.
fion in thofe provinces which adhered to hirm, the
moré neceffary it became that he fhould retain pof.
feffion of every fortrefs which he ftill held within
the quarters of the enemy. The duke of Bedford
had befieged in perfon, during the fpace of three
months, the town of Yvri in Normandy ; and the
brave governor, unable to make any longer defence,
was obliged to capitulate ; and he agreed to furren.
der the town, if, before a certain term, no reliefar.
rived. Charles, informed of thefe conditions, de.
termined to make an attempt for faving the place.
He collefted, with fome difliculty, an army of
14,000 men, of whom one half were Scots ; and he
fent them thither under the command of the earl of
Buchan, conftable of France ; who was attended by
the earl of Douglas his countryman, the duke of
Alencon, the marefchal de la Fayette, the count of
Aumale, and the vifcount of Narbonne, When the
cunftable arrived within a few leagues of Yvri, he
found that he was come too late, and that the place
was already furrendered. He immediately turned
to the left, and fat down before Verneiiil, which the
inhabitants, in fpite of the garrifon,. delivered up te
him" Buchan might now have returned in fafety,
and with the glory of making an acquifition no lefs
important than the place which he was fent to re-
lieve : But hearing of Bedford’s approach, he called

- \
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a council of war, in order to deliberate concerning
the condu& which he fhould hold in this emeigence.
The wifer part of the council declared for a retreat }
and reprefented, that all the paft misfortunes of the
French had proceeded from their rafhnefs in giving
battle when no neceffity obliged them; that this
army was the laft refource of the king, and the only
defence of the few provinces which 1emained to
him ; and that every reafon invited him to embrace
cautions meafures, which might leave tithe for his
fubjeéts to return to a fenfe of their duty, and give
leifure for difcord to arife among his enemies, who,
being united by no common band of interelt or mo~
tive of alliance, could not long perfevere in their
animofity againft him. .All thele prudential confis
derations were overborne by a vain point of honout
not to turn their backs to the enemy; and they
gfglved to await the arrival of the duke of Bed-
Ir'ds

TuE nuthbers were neatly equal in this aétion ;
and as the long continvance of war had introduced
difcipline, which, however imperfet, fufficed to
maintain fome appearance of order in fuch fmall
armjes, the battle was flerce, and well difputed, and
attended with bloodfhed on both fides. The cone
ftable drew up his forces under the walls of Vernetil,
and refolved to abide the atrack of the enemy: But
the impatience of the vifcount of Narbonne, who
advanced precipitately, and obliged the whole line
to follow him in fome hurry and confufion, was the
caufe of the misfortune which enfued. The Englith
archers, fixing sheir palifadoes before them, accord-
ing to their ufual cuftom, fent a volley of arrows
amidft the thickgl of the French army ; and though
beaten from their ground, and obliged to take fhelter
among the baggage, they foon rallied, and conti-
nued 1o do great exécution upon the enemy. The
duké of Bedford, meanwhile, at the head of the
men at arms, made impreffion on the French, broke
K2 their
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¢ 1 A P their ranks, chafed theni off thc field, and rendered
X the viGtory entitely complete and decifive’. The

1424

conftable himfell perifhed in battle, as well as the
ear] of Douglas and his fon, the counts of Aumale,
Tonunerre, and Ventadour, with many other confi.
derable nobility. The duke of Alencon, the ma-
relchal de la Fayette, the lords of Gaucour and
Mortemar, weie taken prifoners, There fell about
four thoufand of the French, and fixteen hundred
of the Englifh; a lofs efteemed, at that tirfe, fo
unufual on the fide of the viors, that the duke of
Bedford forbad all rejoicings for his fuccefs. Ver-
netill was furrendered next day by capitulation ¥,

Tz condition of the king of ¥rance now appear-
ed very terrible, and almofl defperatc. He had loft
the flower of his aamy and the braveft of his nobles
in this fatal aftion: He had no relource either for
recruiting or fubfifting his troops : He wanted mo-
ney even for his perfonal fubfiflence ; and though
all parade of a cowmt was banifhed, it was with dif-
ficulty he could keep a table, fupplicd with the
plaineft neceflaries, {or himfelf and his few follow-
ers: Every day brought him intelligence of fome
lofs or misfortune: Towns which were bravely de-
{ended were obliged at latt to furrendet for want of
relief or fupply : He faw his partifans entirely chafed
from all the pravinces which lay north of the Loires
And he expeflted foon to lofc, by the united efforts
of his enemies, all the territories of which he had
hitherto continued mafter; when an incident hap-
pened which faved him on the brink of ruin, and
loft the Englith fuch an opportunity for completing
their conquelts at they never afierwards were able to
recal,

Jaquerine, countefs of Hainault and Holland,
and heir of thefe provinces, had elpoufed John duke

tHall, fol. 8, 8g, 9o. Monflselet, vol. H. p. 15, S'wwe,
P 395- Holingthed, p. 558 k Monflrelet, vol, i, p. 15,
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of Brabant, coufin-german to the duke of Burgun-
dy; but having made’this choice from the ufual
motives of princes, -fhe foon found reafon to repent
of the unequal alliahce. She was 4 -princels of a
mafculine {pirit and uncommon underftanding 5 the
duke of Brabant was of a fickly complexion and
weak mind : She was in the vigour of her age; he
had only reached his fifteenth year: Thefe caufes
had infpired her’ with fuch contémpt for her huf-
band s which foon progeeded to antipathy, that the
determined to diffolve a marriage, where, it is pro-
bable, nothing but' the ceremiony had as yet inter-
vened. - The court of Rome was' eommonly very
open to applications 6f this naturé, wheh feconded
by power and money; but as the pringefs forefaw
great oppolfition from her hufband’s relations, and
was impatient to efle&t her purpofe, the made her
elcape into England, and threw herfelf under the
prote&ion of the duke of Glocefter. That prince,
with many noble qualities, had the defeft of being
governed by an impetuous temper and vehement
paffions; and he was rafhly induced, as well by the
charms of the ¢ountefs herfelf, as by the profpeét of
poffefling her rich inheritance, to offer himfelf to
herws 2 hufband.~ Withour waiting for a papal dif-
pénfation ; withot' énideavouriiig to reconcile ‘the
duke of Burgundy to the mealure, he entercd into
a contrad of marriage with Jaqueline, and immedi-
ately attempted to"put himfelf in pofleffion. of het
domiuions. - Philip was difgufted With fo precipitate
# condu@: He refented the injury done to the duke
of Brabant, his near relation : He-dreaded to have
“ the Englifh eftablifhed on all fides of him: Ard he
forefaw the confequences which muit atténd the ex-
ténfive and dncorttolled 'dominion of that nation,
if, before the €ull fettlemént. of their power, they in-
fulted and injured anally, to whom they had already
beeyj fo,much indebted, and who was {lill fo necel~
fary for fopporting them. in theit farther progrefs.
Bi¢ eficouraged, therefpre, the duke of Brabant to

' X 7 make
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C H & 7. make refitance: He engaged many of Jaqueline’s
twmmeat Tubjeéts to adhere to that prince: He himfelf

1424

marched troops to his fupport 1 And as the duke of
Glocefter ftill perfevered in his purpofe, a tharp war
was {uddenly kindled in the low countries. The
quarrel foon became perfonal as well as political,
The Englith prince wrate to the duke of Burgun-
dy, complaining of the oppofition made to his pre.
tenfions; and though in the main he gmployed
amicable térms in his letter, he took notice of fome
falfehpods into which he faid Philip had been be.
trayed during the courfe of thefe tranfadtions,’ This
unguarded expreflion was highly refented : The
duke of Burgundy infifted that he thould retrat it:
And mutual challenges and defiances pafled between
them on this occafion .

TaE duke of Bedford conld eafily forefee the bad.
effets of fo ill-timed and imprudent a quarrel. All
the fuccours which he expefted from England, and
which were {o neceflary in this critical emergence,
were intercepted by his brother, and employed in
Holland and Hainault: The forces of the duke of
Burgundy, which he alfo depended on, were diverts
¢d by the fame wars: And, befides this double lofs,
he was in jmminent danger of allenating, for ever,
that confederate, whofe friendfhip was of the utmoft
importance, and whom the late king had enjoined
him, with his dying breath, to gratify by every
mark of regard and attachment.  He reprefented
all thefe topics to the duke of Glocefter ; He en-
deavoured to mitigate the refentment of the duke
of Burgundy: He interpofed with his gopd offices
between thefe princes: But was n0t fuccefsfypl in
any of his endeavours ; and he found that the impe-
tuofity of his bxother’s temper was flill the chief obs
ftacle to all accommedation™ For this reafon, in-

. ftead of pufhing the viGory gained at Verneiiil, he
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found himfelf obliged to take a journey into Eng-c Hap,

land, and to try by his counfels ‘and authority, to _*¥_
moderate the m}«;aeres of the duke of Gloceﬁ?ar. 1424
THERE had likewife broken out fome differences
among the Englith miniftry, which had proceeded
to great extremities, and which required the regent’s
prefence to compofe them”, The bifhop of Win-
chefter, to whom the care of the king’s perfon and
education had been entrufted, was a prelate of great
capaciy and expetience, but of an intriguing and
dangerous charalter; and as he alpired to the
government of affairs, he had continual difputes
with his nephew the prote€tor ; and he gained fre-
quent advantages over the vehement and impolitic
temper of that prince. The duke of Bedford em~ 1423

ployed the authority of parliament to reconcile
-them ; and thefe rivals were obliged to promife, be-
fore that affembly, that they would bury all quar-
relsin oblivion®, Time alfo feemed to open expe-
dients for compofing the difference with the duke
of Burgundy, The credit of that prince had pros
cured a bull from the pope; by which not only
Jaqueline’s contra& with the duke of Glocefter was
annulled ; but it was alfo declared, that even in cafe
of the duke of Brabant’s death, it fhould never be
lawful for her to efpoufe the Englifh prince.
Humphrey, defpairing of fuccefs, married another
lady of infetior rank, who had lived fometime with
him as his miftrefs . The duke of Brabant died;
and his widow, before the could recover pofleffion
of her dominions, was obliged to declare the duke
of Burgundy her heir, in cafe fbe thould die without
iflue,. and to promife never to marry without his
confent. But though the affair was thus terminated,
to the fatisfaction of Philip, it left a difagreeable

. ' L]
" Stowe, p. 368. Holljngfhedyp. 590, © Hall, fol, ¢8, 9.
Hollzgﬂxed?p? 593, 5941.1. gPoly’dorc Virgil, pe 466, - Graf,'tén,‘
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impreffion on his mind: Tt excited an extreme

e jealoufy of the Englith, and opencd his eyes to his

2425
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true interefts : And as nothing but his animofity
againft Charles had engaged him in alliance with
them, it counterbalanced that paffion by another of
the fame kind, which, in the end, became preva.
lent, and bronght hiin back, by degices, to his na.
tural connexions with his family and his native
country.

AsouT the fame time the duke of Britanfiy be.
gan to withdraw himfelf from the Englifh alliance.
His brother, the count of Richemont, though con-
nefted by marriage with the dukes of Burgundy and
Bedford, was extremely attached by inclination to
the French intereft ; and he willingly hearkened to
all the advances which Charles made him for ob-
taining his friendfhip. The ftaff of conftable, va-
cant by the earl of Buchan’s death, was offered
him; and, as his martial and ambitious temper af-
pired to the command of armics, which he had in
vain attempted to obtain from the duke of Bedford,
he not only accepted thar office, but brought over
his brother to an alliance with the French monarch,
"The new conftable, having made this one change in
his mealures, {irmly adhered, ever aftcr, to”hig
engagements with IFrance. 'Though his pride and
violence, which would admit of no rival in his
malter’s confidence, and even prompted him to afe
faffinate his other favourites, had fo much difgufted
Chatles, that he once banifhed him the eourt, and
refufed ro admit him to his prefence, he ftill aéted
with vigour for the fervice of that monarch, and ob-
tained, at Jaft, by his perfeverance, the pardon of all
paft offences.

Iw this fituation the duke of Bedford, on his re«
turn, found the affairs of France, after paffing eight
months in England. The dulee of Burgundy was
much difgufted. The duke of Britanny hady en-
tered into cngagements with Charles, and dhad

. one
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done homage to that prince for his dutchy. The cx ar

French had been allowed to recover from the afto.
nitiment into which their frequent difafters had
thrown them. An incident too had happened, which
ferved extremely to raife their courage. The earl
of Warwic had befieged Montargis with a fmall ar.
my of three thoufand men, and the place was reduced
to extremity, when the baftard of Orleans undertook
to throw relief into it. This general, who was na-
tural*fon to the prince affaffinated by the duke of
Burgundy, and who was afterwards created count
of Dunois, condulted a body of fixteen hundred
men to Montargis ; and made an attack on the ene.
my’s trenches with fo much valour, prudence, and
good fortune, that he not only penetrated into the
place, but gave a fevere blow to the Englifh, and
obliged Warwic to raife the fiege?. This was the
firft fignal aftion that raifed the fame of Dunois, and
opened him the road to thofe gredt honours which
he afterwards attained.

BuT the regént, foon aftér his arrival, revived
the reputation of the Englith arms, by an important
enterprife which he happily atchieved. ™ He fecretly
bronght together, in feparate detachments, a confi-
defable drmy to the frontiers of Britanny ; and fel]
fo unexpeétedly upon that province, that the duksa,
unable to -make refiftance, yielded to all the terms
required of him: He renounced the French: alli:
ance ; lic engaged to maintain the treaty of Troye;
he acknowledged the duke of Bedford for regent of
France; and promifed to do homage for his dutchy
to king Henry~. And the Englifh prince, having
thus freed himfelf from a dangerous enemy whe
lay behind hit, refolved on an undertaking which,

if fuccelsful, would, he hoped, caft the balance be.
‘tween the two nations, and préepare the way for'the

final conquelt of France, - -
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exapr Tne cty of Orleans was fo fituated between the
XX, provinces commanded by Henry, and thofe poffefled
1.8, by Charles, that it opened an eafy entrance ta either;
Solexgc of  and as the duke of Bedford intended to make a great
e effort for penetrating into the fouth of France, it
behoved him to begin with this place, which, in the
prefent circumftances, was become the mofl import.
ant in the kingdom. He committed the condu
of the enterprile to the earl of Salilbury, who had
newly brought him a reinforcement of fix thonfand
men from England, and who had much diftinguithed
himfelf, by his abilities, during the courle of the
prefent war. Salifbury, pafling the Loire, made
himfelf mafter of feveral {mall places, which fur-
rounded Orleans on that fide * ; and as his intentiong
were thereby known, the French king ufed every
expedient to fupply the city with a garrifon and pro.
vifions, and enable it to maintain a long and obftinate
fiege. Thelard of Gaucour, a brave and experienced
captain, was appointed governor: Many officers of
diftinftion threw themlelves into the place: The
troops which they conduted were enured to war,and
were determined to make the moft obflinate refift.
ance: and even the inhabitants, difciplined by the
long continuance of haflilities, were well qualified,
in their own defence, to fecond the efforts of the
moft veteran forces, The eyes of all Europe werg
turned towards this {cene ; where, it was reaflonably
fuppolfed, the French were to make their laft {tand
for maintaining the independence of their monarchy
and the rights of their {overeign.

THE earl of Salifbury at laft approached the place
with an army, which confifted only of ten thoufand
men; and not being able, with fo finall a force, ta
inveft fo great a city that commanded a bridge
pver the Loire, he [tationed himfelf on the fouthern
fide towards Sologne, leaving the,other, towards the

* Manthelet, vol. i p. 38, 304~ Polyd. Virg. p. 468, ‘
4 . Beavfle,



HENRY VI,

139

Beaufle, ftill open to the enemy. He thereattacked ¢ 5 A ».
the fortifications which guarded the entrance to the X%,

bridge ; and, after an obftinate refiltance, he carried
feveral of them : But was him[elf killed by a cannon
ball as he was taking a view of the enemy *. The earl
of Suffolk fucceeded to the command ; and being re.
inforced with great numbers of Englith and Burgun.
dians, he pafled the river with the main body of his
army, and invefted Orleans on the othegr fide, Asit
was Row the depth of winter, Suffolk, who found it
difficult in that feafon to throw up entrenchments all
around, contented himfelf, for the prefent, with ere&.
ing redoubts at different diftances,where hismenwere
lodged in fafety, and were ready to intercept the
fupplies which the enemy might attempt to throw
into the place, Though he had feveral pieces of
artillery in his camp (and this is among the firfk
fieges in Europe where cannon were found.to be of
importance), the art of engineering was hitherto fo
imperfe, that Suffolk trulted more to famine thap
tq force for fubduing the city ; and he purpofed in
the {pring to render the circumrvallation more com.
pletey by, drawing entrenchments from one redoubt
to another. Nymberlefs. feats of valour were per-
formed both by the befiegers and befieged during
the winter: Bold fallies were made, and repulfed
with equal boldnefs : Convays were fometimes in--
troduced and often intercepted ;. The fupplies were
ftill unequal to the confumption of the place : And
the Englifh feemed daily, though flowly, ta be ad-
yancing towards the completion of their enterprife,
Burwhile Suffolk lay i this fituation, the French
parties rayaged' all the country around ; and the be.

fiegers, who were obliged to draw their provifions -

from a diftance, were themfelves expoled to the dan,
ger of want and famine. Sir . Joln Faftolffe was
bringing up a largs, conyoy of evéry kind of ftores,

vh1all, fol, 105, Monfirelet, vol, if, 739, Stowe, p. 360,
Hollingthed, p. 599.  Grafton, p. 531. L
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¢ HA P. which he efcorted with a detachment of two thoufand
\asom oy 1ivC hundred men 3 when he was attacked by a body

X9

of four thouland I'rench, under tlic command of the
counts of Clermont and Dunois, Iaflolfle drew up
his troops behind the waggous; but the French
generals, afraid of attacking him in that poftare,
planted a battery of cannon againit him, which threw
every thing into confufion, and would have infured
them the viftory, had not the impatience of fome
Scottith troops, who broke the linc of battle, brought
un an engagement, in which Faftolffe was vi€lorious.
The count of Dunois was wounded ; and about five
hundred ¥rench weie Icfi on the field of battle.
This aftion, which was of great importance in the
prefent conjunéture, was commonly called the battle
of {lerrings; becaule the convoy brought a great
quantity of that kind of provifions, for the ufe of
the knglifh army during the Lent feafon *,
CuarLus feemed now to have but onc expedient
for faving this city, which had been fo long invefled.
The duke of Orleans, who was flill prifoner in
Lngland, prevailed on the proteCtor and the council
ta confent that all his demefnes fhould be allowed
to preferve a neatrality during the war, and thould
be lequeftered, for greater fecurity, into the badds
of the duke of Burgundy. This prince, who was
much lefs cordial in the Englith interefts than for-
merly, went to Paris, and made the propofal to the
duke of Bedford; but the regent coldly replied,
That he was not of a humour o beat the buthes
while others ran away with the game : An anfwer
which fo difgufted the duke, that he recalled all the
troops of Burgundy that alted in the fiege™. The
place, however, was every day more and more clofely
invefted bythe E‘iagliﬂ) : Great fcarcity began already

s Hall, fol, 106. Monllielet, vol. i. pr41, 42. Stawe,p. 360
Hollinghed, p. 6co. Polyd. Viig. p. 469. Grafton, p. §32.

v Hall, fol, 106, Monflxclet, v8L, i, p. 42, Stowe, p. 3609,
Grafion, p. 533

to



HENRY VL

to be felt by the garrifon and inhabitants : Charles,
in defpair of collefting an army which fhould dare
to approach the enemy’s entrenchments, not only
gave the city for loft, but began to entertain a very
difmal profpeft with regard to the general ftate of
his affairs. He faw that the country, in which he
had hitherto, with great difficulty, fubfifled, would
be laid entirely open to the invafion of a powerful
and victorious enemy; and he already entertained
thoughts of retiring with the remains of his forces
into Languedoc and Dauphiny, and defending him.
felf as long as pofiible in thofe remote provinces.
But it was fortunate for this good prince, that, as
he lay under the dominion of the fair, the women,
whom he confulted, bad the fpirit to fupport his
finking refolution in this defperate extremity. Maty
of Anjou, his quecn, 3 princefs of great merit and
prudence, vehemently oppofed this meafure, which,
the forefuw, would difcourage all his parrifans, and
ferve as a gencral fignal for deferting a prince whoe
feemed himlielf to defpair of fucce(s.  Iis miftrefs
too, the fair Agnes Sorel, who lived in entire
amity with the queen, feconded all her remon.
ftrances, and threatened that, if he thus pufillani-
mowily threw away the fceptre of France, the would
feek in the court of Ensland a fortune more cora
refpondent to gher withes. Love was able to roufe
in the brealt of Charles that courage which ambition
had failed to excite : He reflolved to difpidte every
inch of ground with an imperious enemy ; and ra-
ther to perith with honour in the midft of his fiiends,
than yield inglorioufly to his bad fortune: When
relief was unexpefledly brought him by another fe-
male of a very different charalter, who gave rife to
one of the moft fingular revolutions that is to be
met with in hiftory.

In the village of Domremi near Vaucouleurs, on
the borders of Lorraing, there lived a country girl
of twenty.feven vears of age; called Joan d’Arc,

who
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who was fervant in a fmall inn, and who in thge
ftation had been accuftomed to tend the horfes of
the guefls, to ride them without a faddle to the wa.
tering-place, and to perform other offices, which,
in well-frequented inns, commdnly fall to the fhare
of the men-fervants* This girl was of an irre.
proachable life, and had not hitherto been temarked
for any fingularity ; whether that (he had met with
no occafion to excite her genius, or that the up.
fkilful eyes of thofe who converfed with he¥, had
not been able to difcern her uncommon merit. It
is eafy to imagine, that the prefent fituation of
France was an intereflting object even to perfons of
the lowelt rank, and would become the frequent
fubjet of converfation: A young prince expelled
his throne by the fedition of native fubjeéts, and by
the arms of ftrangers, could not fail to move the
compafflion of all his people whofe hearts were uns
corrupted by faftion ; and the peculiat charaéter of
Charles, fo ftrongly inclined to friendfhip, and the
tender paffions, naturally rendered him the hero of
that fex whofe generous minds know no bounds in
their afletions. The fiege of Otrleahs, the pro-
grefs of the Englith before that place, the great
diftrefls of the garrilon and inhabitants, the ims
portance of faving this city and its brave defenders,
had turned thither the public eye #and Joan, in.
fiamed by the general fentiment, was feized with a
wild defire of bringing telief to her fovereign in
his prefent diftrefles. Her unexperienced mind,
working day and night on this favourite obje&,
miflook the impulfes of paffion for heavenly in«
fpirations 3 and fhe fancied that the faw vifions,
and heard voices, exhorting her to re-eftablith the
throne of France,and to expel the foreign invaders.
An uncommon intrepidity of temptr made her
overlook all the dangers which might attend her in

N n £
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fuch a path; and thinking herfelf deftiied by c H A r
Heaven to this office, fhe threw afide all that bath- _**_,

fulnefs and timidity fo natural to her fex, her
years, ‘and her low ftation. She went to Vaucou-
leurs; proctred admiffion to Baudricourt the gos
vernor ; informed him of her infpirations and in.
tentions; and conjured him not to negleét the
voice of God, who {poke through her, but to fe.
cond thofe heavenly revelations which impelled her
to this glorious enterprife. Baudricourt treated her
at firft with fome neglett; but on her frequent re-
turns to him, and jmportunate folicitations; he began
to remark fomething extraordinary in the maid, and
was inclined, at all hazards, to make {o eafy an ex-
eriment. It is uncertain whether this gentleman
ad difcernment enocugh to perceive that great ufe
might be made witl the vulgar of fo uncommon
an engine; or, what is more likely, in that cre.
dulous age, was himfelf a convert to this vifionary :
But he adopted at laft the {chemes of Joan;and he
gave her fome attendants, who conduéted her to
the French court, which at that time refided at

Chinon. -
It is the bufinefs of hiftory to diftinguifh be~
tween. - the miraculous and the marvellous; to
rejet the firft in all narrations merely "profane
and human; to doubt the fecond; and when
obliged by unqueftionable - teftimony, as'in the
prefent cafe, to admit of fomething extraerdinary,
to receive as little of it as is confiftent with the
known fafls and circumftances. . It is pretended,
that' Joan, immediately on her admiflion, knew the
king, though fhe bad never feen his face before,
and though be purpofely kept himfelf in the crowd
of  courtiers, and had laid afide every. thing in his
drefs  and apparel which might diftinguith bim ;
Thit fhe offered him, in the name of the fupreme
Creator, to raife the fiege of Orleans, and condué
hinfto Rheims to be there crowned and. ancinted a

an
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and on his exprefing doubts of her miffion, re.
vealed to him, before fome fworn confidents, a fe,
cret, which was unknown to all the world befide
himfelf, and which nothing but a heavenly infpira.
tion could have difcovered to her: And thut (he
demanded, as theinltrument of her future victories,
a particular fword which was kept in the church of
St. Catherine of Fierbois, and which, though fhe
had never feen it, the delcribed by all its marks,
and by the place in which it had long lain, neg-
lefted?. This is certain, that all thele miraculous
flories were [pread abroad, in order to captivate the
valgar. The more the king and his minifters were
determined to give into the illufion, the more fero-
ples they pretended.  An affembly of grave dotors
and theologians cautioufly examined Joan’s mifRon,
and pronounced it undoubted and fupernatural, She
was fent tothe parliament, then refiding at Poiftiers;
and was interrogated before that aflembly : The
prefidents, the counfellors, who came perfuaded
of her impofture, went away convinced of her in.
fpiration. A ruy of hope began to break through
that defpair in which the minds of all men were
before enveloped. Ieaven had now declared itfelf
in favour of I'rance, and had laid bare its euts
firetched arm to take vengeance on her invaders,
Few could diflinguith between the impulfe of in-
clination and the force of conviftion; and none
would fubmit to the trouble of fo difagreeable a
{crutiny.

ArTrr thefe artificial precautions and preparas
tions had been for fome time employed, Joan’s re
quefts were at lat complied with: Ghe was armed
cap-a-pee, mounted on horfeback, and fhown in
that martial habiliment before the whole people.
Her dexterity in managing her fteed, though ac-
quired in her former occupatign, was regarded ay

¥ Hall, fol.107. Hollingthed, p. 6co,
3 . a frefh
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a freth proof of her miffion; and fhe was received c HAP
with the loudeft acclamations by the fpeftators. 7 .,

Her former occupation was cven denied : She was
no Jonger the fervant of an.inn : .She was converted
into a fhepherdefs, an employment mich more
agreeable to the imagination. To render her fill
more interefling, near ten years were fubtratted
from her ages and all the fentiments of love and
of chivalry were thus united to thofe of enthufialm,
in order to inflame the fond fancy of the people
with prepoffeflions in her favour.

WreN the engine was thus drefled up in full
fplendour, it was determined ro eflay its force againft
the enemy. Joan was fent to Blois, where a large
convoy was prepared for the fupply of Orleans, and
an army of ten thoufand men, under the command
of St. Severe, affembled to efcort it.  She ordered

all the foldiers to confcfs themfelves before they fet.

out on the enterprife: She banithed from-the camp
all women of bad fame: She difplayed in her handg
a conlecrated banner; where the Supreme Being
was reprefented grafping the globe of earth, and
furronnded with flower-de-luces: And fhe infifted,
in right of her prophetic miffion, that the convoy
thould enfer Orlcans by the diret road from the
fide of Beaufle : But the count of Dunois, unwil.
ling to fubmit the rules of the military art to'ler
infpirations, ordered it to approach by the othey
fide of the river, where, he knew, the weakeft part
of the Englith army was ftationed. ;
PrEvious to thisattenpt, the maid-had written
to the regent, and to the Englith generals betore
Orleans, commanding them, in the ngime of the
owmipotent Creator, by whom fhe wgs commil-
fioned, immediarely-to riife’ the fiege, ahd to'evas
cvate, Francg; and. wenacity them with -divine
vengeance in cale of their difobedience, -All'the
Englith affu&ted to fpeak with derifion of the maid,
andf of her- heavenly commiflion ; and faid, that
Yor. UL L " the
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the French king was now indeed reduced to a

teemmmns TOTTY pafs when he had recourfe to fuch ridiculous

1429,
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expedicents : but they felt their imagination chutly
ftruck with the vehement per fuafionn which Pre-
vailed in all around them ; and they waited with
an anxious expeflation, not unmixed with hormr,
for the ilTue of thefe cxiraordinary preparations.

As the convoy approached the river, a fally wag
made by the garrifon on the fide of Beaufle, to
prevent the Englith general - from fending any de-
tachment to the other fide : /The plovxﬁons were
peaceably enibarked in boats, which the inhabitants
of Orleans bad fent to reccive them: Themaid
¢overed with her troops the embarkation: Suffolk
did not venture to attack her: And the French
general carried back the grmy in fafety to Blois;
an alteration of affairs which was alr eady vifible to
all the world, and which had a proportional effe®
on’'the minds of hoth pwrtu,s. \

Ty, maid entered the city of Orleans arnyed in
her military garb, and difplaying her confecrated
ftandard ; and was received as.a ccleftial deliverer-
by, 3l the inhabitants. . They. now believed. them.
felves mvmnblu under hu' influence 3 and Dunos
himfelf, perceiving fuch a mishty alteration bosr in
friends and foes, confented that the next convoy,
whmh was expedled in afow days, fhonld enter by
the fide of Beauile., The coppvoy approached it No
fign of. refiftance. appmred in the befiegers : “The
waggons and troops palted without interruption be.
tween the redoubts of the Fnglifh: A dead filence
and aﬁomﬂimcm rcxgrncd' among . thofe troops,
'iormuly\ fq}ehted wvh vlf,l‘ory, and o, hercc for the
combat. 3

I‘ry ¢arh of SufhplL v m a. ﬁluatlon very un:
utual ind L}slldOI(hDd-\'y, and which nught well.cone
foqnq the mhan of the greateft caparity and firmelt
fenper, " Hetaw his troops. ovérawed, and ftrongly

: 1mpreﬁ';d with the ‘idea ot ‘a chvme infludnce

: at.com-
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accompanying the maid. Inftead of banithing thefe ¢ A p,

vain terrors by hurry, and aétion, and war, he
waited till the foldiers fhould recover from the
panic; and he thereby gave lcifure for thofe pre-
pofleflions to fink Rill deeper into their minds.
The military masims which are prudent in com-
mon cafes, deceived him in thele unaccountable
events. The Englith felt their courage daunted
and overwhelmed; and thence inferred a divine
vengeance banging over them. The French drew
the fame inference from an inadivity fo new and
unexpeéted. Every circumftance was now reverfed
in the opinions of men, on which all depends:
The fpirit refulting from a long coutfe ofP unin-
terrupted fuccels was on a {udden transferred from
the viftors to the vanquithed.

T'uy maid called aloud, that the garrifon {hould
remain no longer on the defenfive; and the pro-
mifed her followers the afliftance of heaven in
attacking thofe redoubts of the ememy whi h had
fo long kept them in awe, and which they had
never hitherto dared to infult. The generals fe-
conded her ardour: An atta k was made on one
redoubt, and it proved fuccefsful*: All the Eng-
lilh*who defended” the entrenchments were put to
the fword, or taken prifoners: And Sir John Tal
bot himfelf, who had drawn together, from the
other redoubts, fome troops to bring them relief,
durft not appear in the open ficld againft fo formi-
dable an encmy.

NorriNG, after this fuccels, feemed impoffible
to the maid and her enthufialtic votaries. She
urged the generals to attack the main body of
the Englifh in their entrenchments : But Dunois,
ftill unwilling to hazard the fate of France by too
great temeridy, and fenfible that the leafl reverfe
of fortune would make all the prefent vifions eva-

A Monﬁrelgt, vol. il. p. 45.
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porate, and reftore every thing to its former con.
dition, checked her vehemence, and propofed to
her irfl to expel the encmy fromn their forts en the
other fide of the river, and thus lay the communi.
cation with the country entircly open, before fhe
attempted any more hazardous enterprife. Joan
was perfuaded, and thefe forts were vigoroufly af-
failed, In one aitack the French were repulfed ;
the maid was left almoft alone; fhe was obliged to
retieat, and join the runaways ; but difplayify her
facred ftandard, and animating them with her coun.
tenance, her geftures, her exhortations, fhe led
them back to the charge, and overpowered the
Englifh in their entrenchments. In the attack of
another fort, fhe was wounded in the neck with an
arrow; fhe retreated .a moment behind the af.
failants ; fhe pulled out the arrow with her own
hands; fhe had the wound quickly drefled 3 and
the haflened back to head the tioops, and to
plant her vigtorious banner on the ramparts of the
enemy.

By all thefe fucceffcs the Englifh were entirely
chafed from their fortifications on that fide: They
had loft above fix thoufand men in thefe diflerent
ations ; and, what was ftill more important, their
wonted courage and confidence was wholly gone,
and had given place to amazement and delpair,
The maid returned triumphant over the bridge,
and was again received as the guaidian angel of the
city. After performing fuch miracles, fhe con-
vinced the moft obdurate incredulity of her divine
miflion : Men felt themfelves animited as by a fo-
-perior energy, and thovght nothing impoflible to
that divine hand which fo vifibly conduéted them,
1t was in vain even for the Englith generals to op-
pofe with thesr foldiers the prevailingtpinion of fu.
‘pernatural influence: They themielves were pro-
bably moved by the fame belief: 'The utmoft they
dated to udvance was, that Joan wus not an inftru.

Il ment
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ment of God; fhe was only the implement of the
Devil: But as the Englith had fulr, to their fad
experience, that the Devil might be allowed fome-
times to prevail, they derived not much confolation
from the enforcing of this opinion. "

I'r might proye extremely dangerous for Suflolk,
with fuch intimidated troops, to remain any longer
in the prefence of fo courageous and viftorious an
enemy ; he therefore raifed the fiege, and retreated
with .all the precaution imaginable, The French
refolved to puth their conquells, and to allow the
Englith no leifure to recover fram their confternas
tion, Charles formed a body of fix thoufand men,
and [ent them to attack Jergeau, whether Suffolk
had retired with a detachment of his army. ,The
fiege lafted ten days; and the place was obftinately
defended.  Joan difplayed her wonted intrepidity
on the occafion. She defcended into the foffee in
feading the attack; and the there received a blow
on the head with a ftone, by which fhe was con-
founded and beaten to the ground: But the-foon
recovered herlelf ; and in the end rendered the
affanlt fuccelsful: Suffolk was obliged to yield
him/felf priloner to a Frenchman called Renaud ;
bus, before he fubmitted, he afked his advetfary,
whether he were a gentleman? On receiving a fa.
tisfaory anfwer, he demanded, whether he' were
a knight? Renaud replied, that he had not yet
attained that honour. Then I make you one, replied
Suffolk : Upon which he gave him the blow with
his {fword, which dubbed him into that fraternity ;
and he immediately furrendered himfelf his pri.
foner. ' .

.Tue remainder of the Englith army was com.
'manded by Faltolffe, Scales, and Talbot, whe
thought of gothing but of making their retreat, as
foon: as.poffible, igto-a place of fafety ; while the
French efteemed the overtaking them equivalent to
a %ictory. So much had the events which pafled
. . La ~ before
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before Orleans aliered cvery thing between the two
nations! The vanguard of the French, under Riche.
mont and Xantrailles, attacked the rear of the
enemy at the village of Patay, The battle lafted
not a moment: The Englith werc difcomfited, and
fled : The brave Faftolffe himfelf thowed the ex.
ample of flight to his troops ; and the order of the
garter was taken from him, as a punifhment for this
inftance of cowardice®. Two thoufand men were
killed in this aftion, and both Talbot and Scales
taken prifoners.

In the account of all thefe fuccefles, the French
writers, to magnity the wonder, reprefent the maid
(who was now known by the appellation of the Maid
of Orleans) as not only alive in combar, but as per-
forming the office of general ; dircéling the troops,
condufling the military operations, and fwaying the
deliberations in all councils of war. It is certain,
that the policy of the French court endeavoured to
maintain this appearance with the public : But it is
much more probable, that Dunois and the wiler
commanders prompted her in all her meafures, than
that a country girl, without experience or educa.
tion, could, on afudden, becomc expert in a pro-
feflion which requires more genius and capacity tilan
any other aétive fcene of lite. It is fufficient praife
that fhe could diflinguith the perfons on whofe judg-
ment the might rely ; that fhe could feize their
hir: ts and fog eftions, and, on a fulden, deliver their
opinivus as her awn; and that fhe could curb, on
ocrafion, that vifionary and enthufiaftic fpirit with
which fhe was altuated, and could temper it with
prudence and diicretion, )

T raifing of the fiege of Orleans was one part
of the maid’s promife to Charles: The crowning of
him at Rheirs was the other : And fle now vehe-
mently infited that be thould forthwith fet out on

~

b Mosfselet, vol. it p. 46.
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that enterprife. A few weeks before, fuch a propofal
would have appeared the moft extravagant in the
world. Rheims lay in a dittant quarter of the king-
dom ; was rhen in the hands of a viftorious encmy ;
the whole road which led to it was occupied by their
garrifons ; and no man could be fo fanguine as to
imagine that fuch an atrempt could fo foon come
within the bounds of poffibility. Butas it was ex-
tremely the intereft of Charle. to maintain the belief
of fomething extraordinaryand divinein thefe evenrs,
and to avail bimfelf of the prefent confternation of
the Englith, herefolved to follow the exhortations
of his warlike prophetefs, and to lead his army upon
this promifing adveatute. IHitherto he had kept
iemote {rom the feeneof war @ Asthe falety of the
ftate depended upon his perfon, he had been per-
fuaded to reftrain his military ardour : But abferving
this profperous turn of aflairs, he now determined to
appear at the head of his armies, and to fet the ex-
ample of valour to all his foldiers. And the French
nobility faw at once their young fovercign affuming
a new and more brilliant charaer, {econded by fore
tune and conduéted by the hand of heaven; and
they caught freth zeal to exert themfielves in re-
plasing him on the throne of his anceftors.
Crarpes fet out for Rheims at the head of twelve
thoufand men: He paffed by Troye, which opened
its gates to him: Chalons imitated the example :
Rheims fent him a deputation with its keys, before
his approach to it: And he fcarcely perceived, as
he pafled along, that he was marching through an
encmy’s country,  ‘The ceremony ot his coronation
was here performed* with the holy oil, which a
pigeon had brought to king Clovis from heaven on
the firft eftablithment of the French monarchy: The
maid of Orlgans ftood by his fide in complete ar-
mour, and dilplayed her facred banner, which had

e Monftrelet, vol, ii. p. 48.
La fa

151
CHAP
X,

L |
1429,

The Ling
ol Trance
crownd at
Rlicims,

1750 July.



152.

CHAP
XX.
Nt 1)

Liz9. |

'

Prudence
of the duke
of Bediord,

HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

fo often diffipated and confounded his fierceft. ene.
mies: And the people fhouted with the moft un-
feigned joy on viewing fuch a complication of won«
ders. After the completion of the ceremony, the
maid threw herfelf at the king’s feet, embraced his
knees, and with a flood of tears, which pleafure and
tendernefs extorted {rom her, fhe congratulated him
on this fingular and marvellous event. P
. CHARLES, thus crowned and anointed, became
more refpefable in the eyes of all his fubjefts, and
feemed, ina manner, to receive anew, from alea.
venly commiffion, his. title to their allegiance. - The
inclinations .of men fwaying their belief, no one
doubted of the infpirations and prophetic {pirit of
the maid : So many incidents, which pafled all hu..
man comprehenfion, left little room to queftion ‘a
fuperior nfluence: And the real and undoubted
facts brought credit to every exaggeration, which:
could fearcely be rendered more wonderful. Laon,
Soiffons, Chateau-Thierri, Provins, and many
other towns and fortrefles in. that neighbourhaod,
immediately after Charles’s coronation, fubmitted
to_him.on the firfl fumimons;. and the whole nation
wis difpofed to give him the .moft, zealous teftimo.
nies of their duty agd affe&tion, .- - . . L
" NoTamwe can imprefs us with a higher idea of the
wifdom, refolution, and addrefs of the duke of Bed-
ford, tban his being able to maintain himfelf in fo
perilous a fituation, and to, preferve Jome footing in
France, after the defeCion of [o.many places, ‘and..
amidft the univerfal inclination.of the reft to imitate
that contagious examplée, ~ This prince feemed pre.
fent every where by his vigilance and-forefight ; He
employed every refource which fortune had yet left
imi: EHe pyt all the Englith.garrifons in 2 pofture
of defence: He kept 1 watchtul eye oger every at-
tempt among the Irehch towards an’ infurreftions
ile 1erained the Pasifians in obedience, by alter-
natuly ‘33“1’10)'1115 careffes and feverity ; ‘And kndw-

ing
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ing that the duke of Burgundy was already waver~ ¢ B A P.

ing in his fidelity, he alted with fo much jLill and
prudence, as to renew, in this dangerous ciifis, his
alliance with that prince ; an alliance of the utmolft
impor tance to the credit and fupport of the Englifh
government,

T1ce Ienall fupplies which he received from Eng-
land fet the talents of this great man in aftill fironger
light. The ardour of the Inglith for {oreign con-
(ueflsswas now extremely abatcd by time and reflec-
tjon : ‘The parliament fe-ins cven to have become
{enfible of the danger which might attend their far-
ther progrefs : No fupply of money could be obtain-
ed by the regent duiing his greateft diftrcfles : And
wen enlifted flowly under his flandard, or foon de-
ferted, by reafon of the wonderful accounts which
had reached England, of the magic, and forcery,
and diabolical power of the maid of Orleaust, It
hippened fortunately, in this emergency, that the
bithop of Winchelter, now created a cardinal, landed
at Calais with a body of five thoufand men,which he
was conducling into Bohemia, on a crufade againft
the Huflites. 1de was perfuaded to lend thefe troops
to his nephew during the prefent difliculties*; and
theotegent was thereby enabled to take the field,
and 1o oppole the Fiench king, who was advancing
with his army to the gates of Paris.

THE extraordinary capacity of the duke of Bed.
ford appeared alto in his military operations. He
attempted to reftore the courage of his troops by
boldly advancing to the face of the enemy ; but he
chofe his pofls with fo much caution, as always to
decline a comlat, and to render it impoflible for
Charles to attack him. He ftill attended that prince
in all bis movements ; covered his own towns and
garrilons 5 ang kept himlelf in a pofture to reap ad-
vantage from every imprudence or falfe flep of the

¢ Ryma, ol o pe 459 1?]2. < Ibid, vol %, p. 4214
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¢ # APeenemy. ‘The French army, which confifted moftly
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of volunteers, who furved at their own expence,
foon after retired and was difbanded : Charles went -
to Bourges, the ordinary place of his refidence;; but
not till he made himfelf malter of Compiegne, Beau:-
vais, Senlis, Scns, Laval, Lagni, St. Denis, and of
many places in the neighbourhood of Paris, which
the affeCtions of the people had put into hi¢ hands,
Tur regent endeavoured to revive the declin-
ing ftate of his affairs by bringing over the young
king of England, and having him crowned and
anomnted at Paris®. All the vaffals of the crown
who lived within the provinces poffeffed by the Eng-
lifh, {wore a new allegiance, and did homage to him,
But this cevemony was cold and infipid; compared
with the lultre which had attended the coronation
of Charles at Rheims ; and the'duke of Bedford ex-
pected more effe@ from an accident, which put into”
his hands the perfon that-had been thé author of all

' his calamities. -

agth May,

Tue maid of Orleans, after the coronation: of
Charles, declared. to the.count of Durois, that her
witkies were now fully gratified, and that {he had no’
fatther defire than to return to' her former condition
2nd to the occupation and ‘courfe of life which™be-
came her fex: But that nobleman, fenfible of the'
great advantsges which might flill be reapéd from’
her prefence in the army, exhorted her to perfevere,
1ill, by the final expulfion of the Englith, fhe had
brought ail her prophecies to their full completions’
Inpurfuance: of this advice, the threw herfelf intor
the town of Compiegne, which was at that time be-
fieged by the duke of Burgundy, affiltéd by the &hirls
of Arundel and Suffolk; and the garrifon, on her
appearance, believed themfelves thenceforth: invin-
eible. But their joy was of fhort- duration. - The
maid, next day after-her arrival, headed a fally upon

o
T Rymer,val, % 1 432, o
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the quarters of John of Luxembourgs fhe twice c 11 a »,
drove the enemy from their entrenchments ; finding \‘_’:}"__‘
their numbers to increafe every moment, fhe or- = 140,
dered a retreat ; when hard prefled by the purfuers,
fhe turned upon them, and made them again re-
coil ; but being here deferted by her friends, and
furrounded by the enemy, the was ac laft, afier ex-
erting the utmofl valour, taken prifoner by the Bur-
gundians .. ‘The common opinion was, that the
French officers, finding the merit of every vifory
afenibed to her, had, in envy 1o her renown, by
which they themfelves were {o much eclipfed, wil
lingly expofed her to this fatal accident.

Tue envy of her friends, on this occafion, was
nota greater proof of her merit than the triumph of
her enemies. A complete vi€tory would not have
given more joy to the Englith and their pariifans.
The fervice of ¥e D.um, which hus lo oftenn been
profaned by princes, was publicly celebrated, on this
fortunate event, at Paris. The duke of Bedford
fancied, that, by the captivity of that extraordinary
woman, who had blafted all his fuccefles, he thonld
again recover his former alcendant over France;
and, to puth farther the prefent advantage, he pur-
chafed the captive from John of Luxembourg, and
formed a profecution againft hcr, which, whether it
proceeded from vengeance or policy, was equally
barbarous and difhonourable.

TuerE was no poflible reafon, why Joan fhould 3%
not be regarded as a priloner of war, and be entitled
to all the courtely and good ulage, which civilized
nations pradtife fowards enemies on thefe occafions.
She had mever, in her military capacity, forfeited,
by any aé of treachery or cruelty, her claim to that
treatment : She was unftained by any civil crime:
Yiven the virtwes and the very decorums of her fex
had ever been rigidly.oblerved by her: And though

£ Stowe, p. 373.
her



-

156

X,

HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

¢ = _a p. her appearing in war, and leading armies to battle,

may feem an exception, the had thereby performed

3473 Juch {ignal fervice to her prince, that fhe had abun.

dantly compenfated for this irregularity ; and was,
on that very account, the more an objeét of praife
and admiration. 1t was neceflary, therefore, for the
duke of Bedford to interelt religion fome way in
the profecution; and to cover, under that cloak, his,
violation of jullice and humanity. '

‘Tuz bithop of Beauvais, a man wholly devoted
to the Englifh interefts, prefented a petition againft
Joan, -on pretence thut the was taken within the
bounds of his diocefe; and he defired to have her
tried by an ecclefiaftical court for forcery, impiety,
idolatry, and magic : The univerfity of Paris was fo
mean as to join in the fame requelt : Several prelates,
among whom the cardinal of Winchefter was the
only Knglifhman, were appointed her judges ; They
beld their caurt in Rotien, where the young king
of England then vefided : And the maid, cloathed
in her former wmilitary ‘apparel, but loaded with
jrons, was produced before this tribunal.

Sue firft defired to be eafed of her chains : Hey
{udgesanfwered, that.fhe had once already attempt.
ed-an efcape, by: throwing herfélf {rom a tower:
Ghe confefled the fact, maintained the juftice of her
iptention, and owned: that, if. the could, the would

ill execute that purpofe.:  All her other {peeches

" fhewed the fime firranefs and intrepidity : Though

haraffed ‘with interrdgatories: during the courle of
nzar four months, the never betrayed any weak-
#els or. womanifh fubmiffion ; and ro. advantage

' wag-gaiped over her. |, The point, which her judges

u{hcd moﬁ velieniently, ‘was her vifions and reve-
favions; and intercourfe with, departed faints ; and

" they afked her, whether fhe woulds fubmit to the

church the truth of thefe infpirations ? She repligd,
that fhe would fubmit thery to'God, the fountain of
truth.  They then exclaimed,sthat fhe was a here-
v . e,
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tic, and denied the authotity of the church. She
appealed to the pope: They rejeéled her appeal.

. Tuzy afked her, why the put truft in her ftand.
ard, which had been confecrated by magical incan.
tations ! She replied, that fhe put truft in the Su-
preme Being alone, whofe image was impreffed up-
on it. They demanded, why fhe carried in her

hand that {tandard at the anointment and corona-.

tion of Charles at Rheims ! She anfwered, that the
perfon who had fhared the danger was: entitled to
fhare the glory. When accufed of going to war,
contrary to the decorums of her fex, and of affluma
ing government and command over men; fhe
fcrupled not "to reply, that her {ole-purpofe was to
defeat the Inglith, and to expel them the Kingdom.
In the iflue, fhe was condemned for all the crimes
of which fhe had been accufed, aggravated by he-
rely ;. her revelations were declared to be inventions
of the devil to delude the people ; and fhe was fen-
tenced to be delivered over to the fecalar arm.

.- Joaw, [o long furrounded by inveterate enemies,
who treated her with cvery mark of contumely ;
brow-beaten and overawed by men of {uperior
rank, and men invefted with the enfigns of a facred
chasadter, which the had been accuftomed to revere,
felt her fpirit at laft fubdued ; and thofe vifionary
dreams of infpiration, in which the had been buoyed
up by the triumphs of fuccels and the applavfes éf
her -own party, gave way to the terrors of that
punifhment to which fhe was fentenced.” She-pub-
licly declared herfelf willing to recant ; fhe acknow-
ledged the illufion of thole yevelations which the
church had rejéted ; and the promifed never more
to maintajn them. Her fentence.was then miti-
gated': She was condemned to perpetual imprifon-
went; and to pe fed during life on bread and water,
. Exovon was now done to fulfil all political views,
and to convince both the French and the Englifh,
thav the opinion of divine influence, which bad fvla
much
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much encouraged the one and daunted the other,
was entirely without found':ltion. But the barbarous
vengeange of joan’§ enemies was not fatisfied with
this victory. = Sulpeting that the female drefs,
which the had now confented to wear, was difagree-
able to her, they purpofely placed in her apartment
2 fuit.of men’s apparel 3 and watched for the effefls
of thattempta jon. upon her. On the fight of a
drefs in which the had acquired fo much renown,
and which, the once believed, the wore by the par-
ticular appointment of beaven, all her former ideas
and paflions revived ; and fhe ventured in her foli-
tude to clothe herfelf again in the forbidden gar.
ment. Ier infidious enemies caught her in that
fitnation : Her favlt was interpreted to be no lefs
than 2 relapfe into herely : No recantation would
now [ufice, and no pardon could be granted her.
She was condemned to be burned in the market-
placeof Roiien ; and the infamous fentence was ac-
cordingly executed. ‘This admirable heroine, to
whom the more generous fuperitition of the an-
cients. would have ereted altars, was, on pretence
of herefy and magic, delivered over alive to the
flames, and expiared, by thar dreadful punifhment,
the fignal fervices which fhe had rendered toher
prince and to her native country. °. * ~ -
Tur affaits of the Englifh, far from being ad.
vanced by this execution, went every day more and
more to decay @ The great abilivies of the regent
were undble to refift the ftrong inclination, which
had fsized the ¥rench, to return under the obe-
dienrce of their rightful fovereign, and which that
2tk of cruelty was 1l fitted to remove. Chartres was
furprifed by a {tratagem of the count of Dunois: A
body of the Englith, under lord Willoughby, was
defeated at St. Celerin upon the Sarte® :* The faiv
in the Juburbs of Catn, feated in the midft of the

* JII
+ *Mouftrelet, vol. i, p. 100, -oon
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Englith territories, was pillaged, by de Lore, a cH AP,

French officer : The duke of Bedford himfelf was
obliged by Dunois to raife the fiece of Lagni, with
fome lofs of reputation : And all thefe misfortunes,
though light, yet being continued and uninterrupt-
ed, brought difcredit on the Enplith, and menaced
them with an approaching revolution, But the
chief detriment which the regent fultained, was by
the death of his duchefs, who had hitherto preferved
fome-appearance of friendfhip between hiin and her
brother, the duke of Burgundy* : And his marriage
foon “afterwards, with Jaqueline of Luxemblourg,
was the beginning of a breach between them®.
Philip complained, that the regent had never had
the civility to inform him of his intentions, and that
fo fudden a marriage was a {light on his fifter’s me-
mory. The cardinal of Winchelter mediated a re-
conciliation between thele prineos, and bronght both
of them to St. Omcr’s for chat purpole. The duke
of Bediord here expeted the firft vifit, both as he
was fon, brother, and uncle to a king, and becaufe
he had already made fuch advances as to come into
the duke of Burgundy’s teiritories, in order to have
an interview with him: But Fhilip, proud of hig
grest power and independent dominions, refufed to
pay this compliment to the regent: And the two
princes, unable to adiaft the ceremonial, parted
without feeing each other'. A had prognaftic ot
their cordial intentions to renew pait amity !
Noruine could be more repugnant to the in-
terefts of the houfe of Durgundy, than to unite the
crowns of France and England on the fame head;
an event which; had it taken place, would have re.
duced the duke to the rank of » petty prince, vnd
have rendered his fituation entirely dependant and
precarious.  The title allo to the crown ot France,

i Monttielet, vol. ii. p. 87, EStowe, p.s93.  Graftem,
P 554 Prlouttieled, vol i po o, Gratton, pe 5510
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¢ H AP which,after the fuilure of the elder branches, might
. accrue to the duke or his pofterity, had béen facri-

T432.

ficed by the treaty of Troye ; and ftrangers and ene-
mies were thereby irrevocably fixed upon the throne,
Revenge alone had carried Philip into thefe impo-
litic meafures ; and a point of honour had hitherto
induced him to maintain them. But as it is the na-
ture of paffion gradually to decay, while.the fenfe of
intereft maintains a permanen: influence and authg-
rity ; the duke had, for fome years, appeared, fenfi-
bly to relent in his animofity again{t Charles, and to -
hearken willingly to the apologies made by that
prince for the murder of the late duke of Burgundy.
His extreme youth was pleaded iu his favour; his
incapacity to judge for himfelf ; the afcendant gain.
cd over him by his mivifters; and his inability to
relent a deed, which without his knowledge, had
been perpetrated by thofe under whofe guidance be
was then placed. The more to {flatter the pride of
Thilip, the king of ¥rance had banifhed from his
court and prefence Tanegui de Chatel, and all thofle
whe were concerned in that afluffination ; and bad
offered to make every other atonement which could
be required \of him. The diftrefs which Charles
had already fuflered, bad tended’ to gratify, the
duke’s revenge ; the miferies, Lo-which France had
been fo long expofed, had begun to move his com-
paflion ;; and, the cries of all Europe admonithed
him, that his refentment, which might hitherto be
deemed plous, would, if carvied farther, be univer-
fally condemncd as barbarous and unrelenting.
While the duke was in this difpofition, every dif-
guft.which he received from England, made a dou-
ble impreffion upon him ; the entreaties of the count
of Richemont and the duke of Bourbon, who had
married his two fifters, bind weight ;. and he finally
determined to unite himfelf to the royal family. of
France, from which his pwn was defeended.  For

s this purpofe, o congréls waSappointed at Arras,un-

"~ der
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der the medidtion of deputies from the pope and the ¢ H A P.
council of Bafle: The duke of Burgundy came %
thither in petfon: The duke of Bourbon, the count 1435,
of Richemont, and other perlons of high rank, ap-
peared as ambaffadors from France : And the Eng-
lith having alfo been invited to attend, the cardinal
of Winchefter, the bithops of Norwich and St. Da-
vid’s, the earls of Huntingdon and Suffolk, with
others, received from the proteftor and council a
commiffion for that purpofe™.

Tre conferences were held in the abbey of Avgut.
St. Vaalt; and began with difcuffing the propofals
of the two crowns, which were fo wide of each other
as to admit of no hopes of accommodation. France
oifered to cede Normandy with Guienne, but both
of t..em loaded with the ufual homage and vaflalage
to the crown. As the claims of England upon
France were univerfally unpopular in Europe, the
mediators declared the offers of Charles very reafon-
able ; and the cardinal of Winchefter, with the other
Englith ambaffadors, without giving a particular de.
tail of their demands, immediately left the congres.
There remained nothing but to difculs the mutual
pretenfions of Charles and Philip. Thefe were e4.
filymadjufted : The vaffal was in a fituation to give
law to his fuperior; and he exated conditions,
which, had it not been for the prefent neceffity,
would have been deemed,’ to the laft degree, dik
honourable and difadvantageous to the crown of
France. Befides making repeated atonements and
acknowledgments for the murder of the duke of
Burgundy, Charles was obliged to cede all the towns
of Picardy which lay between the Somme and the
Low Countries ; he yielded {everal other territories ;
he agreed, that thefe and all the other dominions of
Philip thould be held by him, during his life, with-
out doing any homage, or {wearing fealty to the pre-

® Rymer, vol. X. p. 611, 612,
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fent king ; and he freed his fubjeds from all obli-
gations to .allegiance, if ever he infringed this
treaty ". Such were the conditions upon which
France purchafed the friendfhip. of the- duke of
Burgundy. -
Tre duke fent a herald to England with a lettér,
in which he notified the conclufion of the treaty of
Arras, and apologifed for his departure from that
of Troye. . The council received the herald with
reat coldnels : They even affigned him his-lodg-
ings in a fhoemaker’s houfe, by way of infult; and
the populace were fo ingenfed, that if the duke of
Glocefter had not given him guards, his life had
been expofed ta danger, when he appeared in the
ftrects. - The Flemings, and other lubjets of Philip,
were infulted, and fome of them murdered by the
Londoners; and every thing feemed to tend towards
a2 rupture between the two nations®. . Thele vio-
lences were not difagreeable to the duke of Burgun-
dy ; as they afforded him a pretence {or the farther
meafures’ which he’ intended to -take againft the
Englith, whom he now regarded as implacable and
.. A pew days after the dukeof Bedford received
intelligence of this treaty, {0 fatal io the interefs of
England, -he died at Roven ; a prince of great abic
litics, and of many virtues; :and. whole memory, ex-
cept from the barbarous execution of the maid of
Orleang, was unfullied by any confiderable blemifh.
Ifabella, queen of France, died 2 little before him,
‘defpiled by the Englith, detefted ‘by the French,.
and reduced in ber later yewrs to regard, with an
wnntural Rorrpr, the progrefs and fuceeffes of her
owin fon, in_recovering yofleffion of his. kingdom,
‘This period was alfo Ggnalized by the death of the
carl of-Arupdel?, a great Englifh genersl, who,
3 Mondwadety vol, iy p. 1120 " Cirafton, p. 565 »* Monts
thrciety vol I pu rz0n Hollinghed, p. 612, ~ 2 Monftrelet,’

Fobikop,iege Hollingfhod, pe 6o .
n ' " thatgh,
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though he commanded three thoufand men, was cmar.
foiled by Xaintrailles at the head of fix hundred, | XX.
and foon after expired of the wounds which le re- '
ceived in the ation.

TeE violent faltions, which prevailed bétween 436,
the duke of Glocefter and the cardinal of Winchef
ter, prevented the Englith from taking the proper
meafures for repairing thefe multiplied lofles, and
threw all their affairs into confufion. The popula-
rity of the duke,-and his near relation to the crown,
gave him advantages in the conteft, which he often
Joft by his open and unguarded temper, unfit to
ftruggle with the politic and interefted fpirit of his
rival.  Thebalance, meanwhile, of thefe parties
kept every thing in fufpenfe: Foreign affairs were
much negle@ted: And though the duke of York,
fon to'that earl of Cambridge who was executed in
the beginning of the laft reign, was appointed fuc-
ceflor to the duke of Bedford, it was {feven months
before his commiffion paffed the feals’; and the
Englith remained fo long in an enemy’s country
without a proper head or governor. ‘
_ Tae new governor, on his arrival; found the ca- Decline of
pital already loft. 'The Parifians had always been {ho ekt
more attached to the Burgandian than to the Eng-
lith intereft § and after the conclufion of the treaty of
Arras, their affe€tions, -without any farther control,
univetfally led them to return to their-allegiance un-
der their native fovereign, The conflable, together.
with Lile-Adam, the fame perfon who had before’
put:Paris into the hands of the duke of Burgundy,
was - introduced in the night-time by intelligence’
with the citizehs: Lord Willoughby, who com-
manded onlya fmall garrifon of 1300 men, was ex-
pelled :  This noblemas difeovered valour and pre-
ience of mind pn the occafiori; but unable to guard
fo large a place againfi-fuch multirudes, - he retired .
into the Baftile, and beipg there invefted, he deli-
vered up that tortrefs, and was contented to fhipts

! M 2 . late
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CH AP late for the fafe retreat of his troops into Nor.
e RADAY %, S
x436. Iw the fame feafon the duke of Burgundy open.
Iy took part again{t England, and commenced hof-
tilities by the fiege of Calais, the only place which
now gave the Englith any {ure hold of ¥rance, and
ffill rendered them dangerous. As he was beloved
among his own {ubjets, and had acquired the epi:
thet of Goed, from his popular qualities, be was able
to intereft all the inhabitants of the Low Coantries
in the fuccels of this enterprile; and he inwvelled
that place. with an army, formidable fsom its num.
bers, but without esperience, dilcipline, or military
fpirit’s _-On the firflt alarm of this fiege, the duke
of Glocefter affembled fome forees, fent a defiance
to Philip, and challenged him to wait the event of &
battle,. which he pvomifed to give, a8 foon as the
wind would permit him to yeach Calais. FThe war-
like genius of the Knglifh had at that time render-
¢d them terrible to all. the northern parts of Europe;
efpecially to the Flesings, who were more expert in
manufadtures.than in arms; and the duke of Bur«
gundy, being already foiled in fome attempts before:
Calais, arid obferving the difcontent and-terror. of
his ownarmy, thought proper to-raife the fiege,and
to setreat before the arrivab of the cnemy®. ~ = -
sothpune. - LHE Englith were fiill mutters of many fine pro-
vinces in France ; but retained poflefion, more by
the extreme .weaknefs of Charles, than by the
ftrengthr of their own garrifons, or the force of theiy:
armies. Nothing indeed can be wmore . {urprifing:
than the fecble efforts made, duting the courfe of
feveral vears, by thefe two potent nations againfk
each other; while the ong {iruggled forindepend-
ence, ang the ather afpired to a total conqguelt of s
2 Monfieelet, vol. . p. 127, Grafton, p. 508, " “Wlans.,
drelet, vol B, p. 125 {13: 132 Flallifghhied, p. 150 Grafton, .
Do 5T ot Monfirelet,yob B py 136, Tollingthed,
P - YL oA
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rival. The general want of induftry, commerce, c mar.
XX

and police, in that age, had rendered all the Eu-
ropeari nations, and I'rance and England no lefs
than the others, unfit for bearing the burthens of
war, when it was prolonged beyond one fealon ; and
the continuance of hoftilities had, {ong ere this time,
exhaufted the force and patience of both kingdoms.
Scarcely could the appearance of an army be
brought into the field an cither fide; and all the
operations confifted in the furprifal of places, in the
rencounter of detached parties, and in incurfions
upon the epen country; which were performed by
fmall bodies, affembied on a fudden {rom the neigh-
bouring garrifens. {In this method of condutting
the war, the French king had much the advautage:
The afle@tions of the people were entirely on his
fide: Intelligence was early brought him of the {tate
and motions of the enemy : The inhabitants were
ready to join in any attempts againit the garrifons:
And thus ground was continuaily, though flowly,
gained upon the Englifh, The duke of York, who
was a prince of abilities, {truggled againlt thele dif-
ficulties during the courfe of five years; and being
affifted by the valour of lord Talbet, foon”after
ceeased ear] of Shrewfbury, he performed actions
which acguired him honour, but merit not the at.
tention of pofterity. It would have been well, had
this feeble war, in fparing the blood of the people,
prevented likewife all other oppreflions ; and had
the fury of men, which reafon and juftice cannot
reftrain, thus happily received a check from their
impotence and inability. But the French and
Englith, thouglt they exerted fuch fmall force,
were, however, firetching beyond their refources,
which were (till fmaller ; and the troops, deftitute
of pay, were gbliged to fubfil by plundering and
opprefling the country, both of friends and ene-
wics. Thefields in all the north of France, which
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was_the feat.of war, were laid wafte and left.un.
cultivated®. The cities were gradually depopula-
ted, not by the blood fpilt in battle, but by the
more deftrufive pillage of the garrifons®s And
both parties, weary of hoftilities which decided
nothing, feemed at laft defirous of peace,-and they
fet on foot negociations for that purpofe. But the
propofals of France, and the demands of England,
were ftill fo wide of each other, that all hope of ac-
commodation immediately. vanithed, The Englifh

_ambaffadors. demanded reflitution of all the pro-

vinces which -had once been annexed to England,
together with the final ceffion of Calais and its dif»
trict ; and required the pofleffion of thefe extenfive
territories without .the burthen of any. fealty or
howmage, on. the part of their prince: The French
affeved-only part of Guienne, part of Normandy,

. and . Calais, loaded with:the ufpal burthens. It ap.

peared in vain to continue the negociation, while
there was fo little profpect of agreement.. The
Englih were {lill too haughty to ftoop from-the

. vall hopes which they had formerly entertained, and

to accept of terms more fuitable to.the prefent.con.
dition of the two kingdoms, R
* Tz duke of York foon after refigned his gowtn-
mwent to the earl of Wirwic, 2 nobleman of reputas

. tion, whom death prevented from long enjoying

this, dignity. :.The duke upon the demife. of that
aobleman, veturned to his charge, and during bis

~adminiftration, 2 ruce was canc?uded between the

king of England and the duke;of Burguridy, which

. had become neceflary for the commercial interefls’ of

. ,bféfton; p- 562,

v Fortefoue, whe foon afterthisperiod vifited France inthetrain

" af pnes Henry, fpeaks of that kingdom, a6 a’d.fert id compas

siton of Englugd. Scebis treatife De Lavdibus Anglie. Though
e make allowaneg for the partialities of Forfefcue, there muft
have hien fonez fuundation fur his'sceoint ; and thele déftrutive
wies ate the mofk likely reafoi to,be affigned for the-difference

. their
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their fubjefts *.  The war with France continuedin ¢ g A P

the fame languid and {eeble ftate as before.

TuE captivity of five princes of the blood, taken
ptifoners in the battle of Azincour, was a confider-
able advantage which England long enjoyed over
ite enemy; but this fuperiority was now entitely
lofft. Some of thefe princes had died ; fome had
been ranfomed ; and the duke of Orleans, the moft
powerful among them, was the laft that remained
in the hands of the Englith. He offered the fum
of §4,000 nobles? for his liberty ; and when this
propofal was laid before the council of England, as
every queltion was there an objedt of faction, the
party of the duke of Glacefler, and that of the car-
dinal of Winchefter, were divided in thelr fenti-
ments with regard to it. The duke reminded the
council of the dying advice of the late king, that

none of thefe prifoners thould on any account be re.,

leafed, till his fon fhould be of fufficient age to hold;
himfelf, the reins of government. The cardinal
infifted on the greatnefs of the fum offered, which,
in reality, was nedar equal to two-thirds of all the
extraordinary fupplies that the parliament, during
the courie ot feven years, granted for the fupport of
thes war., And he added, that the releafe of this
piince was more likely to be advantageous than
prejudicial to the Englith interefts; by filling the
court of France with (aftion, and giving a head to
thofe numelous maliontents whom Charles was at
prefent able, with great difficulty, to reftrain,  The
cardinal’s party, as ufual, prevailed : The duke of
Orleans was releafed, after a melancholy captivity
of twenty-five"years *; And the duke of Burgundy,

* Grafiom p. 573 7 Rymer, vol. x. p. 764. 776 78z,
%95, 796. T'his lum was equal to 3,000 pounds iteding of our
ruient money,, A fubldy of a tenth and {iftcenth was tined by
%ﬁdwmd I1L. at 29,000 pounds, which, in the eign of Henry
V1 madeorly s8,0c0 punads of vur prefent movey.  The par-
Yement granted ouly une fabfidy during the courle of feven
years, from 1437 to 1444. * Grattan, p. 548,

L4 as
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as a pledge of his entlre reconciliation with the faq

e, mily of Qrleans, facilitated to that prince the pay.

I{MD.

1442

2%th May,
‘Tence
with
¥rance,

. ment of his ranfom. It muft be confeffed, that the

princes and nobility, in thofe ages, went to war on
very difadvantageous terms. IF they were taken
prifoners, they etther remained in captivity during
life, or purchafed their liberty at the price which
the viftors were pleafed to impofe, and which often
reduced their families to want and beggary.

Tuz fentiments of the. cardinal, fome time after,
prevailed in another, point- of flill greater moment,
"That prelate had always encouraged every propofal
of accommeodation with France ; and had reprefents
ed the utter impoffibility, in the prefent circums
flances, of puthing farther .the conquefls in that
kingdom, and the great difficulty of even maintaifi,
ing thofe that were already made. He infiffed o
the extreme reloftance of the parfiment to grang
fupplies ; the diforders in which the Englith affairs
in Normandy were jnvolved ;- the daily progrefs-
made by the French king; and the advantage:of
ftopping his hand by a temporary accommodation,: .
which. might.leave rpom.for time and aceidents tor
operate it favour of the Englith. ,The duke of
Glocefter, high-fpirited and haughty, and educased,
in the lofty pretenfions which the firlt. [nceeffes-of;
his two brothers had renderedfamiliar to him, could.
siot yet be induced to relinquith .all hopes of pre.
vailing .over France; much lefs could he fee, with,
patience, his own opinion thwarted and rejecled by,
the influence of Mis rival in the Englilh coun.ci?:
But, notwithftanding his oppofition,-the ear] .of
Suffolk, a nobleman who adhered to the cardinal’s;
party, was difpatched to Tours, in order to nego.
tiate with the Freoch minifters. Tt was found im.
poflible tp adjult the terms of 2 lafting peage ; bup,
2 truce for twenty-two .months was concluded,
which left every thing on the prefent fooring be-
tween the parties, . The nutherous diforders under

;. ' which
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which the French government laboured, and which CH A p.
time alone could remedy, induced Charles to aflent (27,
to this truce; and the fame motives engaged him  sgy3
afterwards to prolong it*. But Suflolk, not con-
tent with exccuting this obje@ of his commiffion,
proceeded allo to finith another bufinefs; which
feems rather to have been implied than expreffed in
the powers that had been granted him®,

In proportion as Henry advanced in years, his
character became fully known in the court, and was
no longer ambiguous, to either faftion. OF the
moft harmlefs, inoffenfive, fimple manners ; but of
the moft flender capacity ; he was fitted, both by
the foftnefs of his temper, and the weaknefs of his
underftanding, to be perpetually governed by thofe
who furrounded him ; and it was ealyto forefee that
his reign would prove a perpetual minotity. As he
had now reached the twenty-third year of his age,.
it was natural to think of choofing him a queen;
and each party was ambitious of having him receive
one from their hand ; asit was probable that this
circum(tance would decide, for ever, the victory
between them. The duke of Glocefter propofed a
danghter of the count of Armagnac; but had not
cradit to effet his pmpofe. The cardinal and his
friends had calt their eye on Margaret of Anjou,
daughter of Regnier, titular king of Sicily, Naples,
and Jerufalem, defcended from the count of An-
jour, brother of Charles V. who had left thefe mag-
nificent titles, but without any real power or pol-
feflions, to his mofterity. This princels herfelf
was the moft accomplithed of her age both in
body and minI; and feemed to poflefs thole qua.
lities which would equally qualify her to acquire
the afcendant over IIenry, and to fupply all his
defed}s apd yeaknefles. Of a mafculine, courage-
ous fpirit, of an enterprifing temper, endowed

# Rymer, vol 3i. p. 01, 108, 206, 214 b Ibid. p. 530
with
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with folidity as well ns vivacity of underflanding,
fhe had not been able to conceal thele great talents
even in the privacy 'of her father’s family; and it
was reafonable to expe®, that when fhie thould
mount the throne, they would break out with ll
fuperior lufire.  The earl of Suffolk, therefore;in
concert with his affociates of the Englith council,
made propofals of marriage to. Margaret, whichi
were accepted. But this nobletran, befides preoc.
cupying the princefs’s favour, by ‘being the ~chief
means of her ‘advancement, endeavoured to ingas
tiate himfelf with hér.and her family, by veryes-
traordinary vonceffions : Though Margaret broughf
no dowry with hew, he.ventured, of himfelf, wirki
out any direft authority from the council, but pro-
bably with' the approbation of the tardinal and- the
ruling members, to engage, by a fecret article, that
the province -of Maine, which’ was atthat time'ins
the hunds of the Englifh, fhould be ceded toCharles
of ‘Anjou, her uncle*, who was printe minifter and -
favourite of the French king, and who hadaldesdy
received from his malter the grant of that' praviace
as his appanage.” ¢ .. .
- Taereaty.of marriage ‘was ratified in England®
Suffolk obtained firlt the title: of marquis, thenshay -
of duke ; and even received the'thanks of patliament
for his fervices in concluding it® - The princefsfelb
immediately into clofe connexions‘with the cardinil
and his party, the dukes of Somerfet; Suffolk,: and
Buckingham * 3 who, fortified by her powerful.pa-
tronage, refolved on’ the final Tuin of the duke of
Glocefter, - > T R
~ T1his  generous, prince, worfted fn -all court-in<
trigues, for which his temper was not fyited ; but
polfefling, in 2 high degree, the favour of the publie,
had ulready received from his rivals a gruel mortifis

€ Grafton, p. gg0.

Y ¥
- * Hollingthed, p. 626, - C?ttf)}h |P. e
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eation, which he had hitheito borne without violating ¢ ¥ a r.
public peace, but which it was impoffible that a per- ‘__Ji’f___)
fon of his fpirit or humanity could ever forgive, 147
His duchefs, - the daughter of Reginald, lord Cob-
ham, had been acculed of the crime of witchcraft,
and it was pretended that there was found in her
pofleflion a waxen figure of the king, which fhe and
her affociates, fir Roger Bolingbroke a prieft, and
one Margery Jordan of Eye, melted in a magical
manner before a flow fire, with an-intention of
making Henry’s force and vigour wafte away by
like infenfible degrees, The accufation was well
calculated to affeét the weak and credulous-mind of
-the. king, and to gain belief in an ignorant age;
and the duchefs was brought to trial with hér con:
federates, ‘The nature of this crime; {o oppofite to
“all common fenfe, feems always. to exempt the ae.
éufers from obferving the rules of common ferfe
in- their evidence-:- The prifoners were pronounced
guilty ; the 'duchefs - was condemned to do public
penance, aid to’ fuffer perpetual imprifonment ; the
others were execured ', ' But; “as thele violent pro-
"ceedings were afcribed folely-to -the malice of the
duke’s enemies,  the people, cottrary to their ufual
pradtice in fuch marvellous: trials, acquitted the
“unhappy fufferers; and encreafed their efieem and
affeCtion-towards'a prince, ‘who was thus expofed,
without proteflion, to thofe mortal injuries. '
+ TrEsg fentiments of the public made the cardinal
-of Winchefter and his party fenfible that it was- ~
neceflary to deftroy a man whofe popularity might
become dangerous, and whole réfentment they had
fo'much caul® to apprehend. ' Id order to effelt
their purpofe, a parliament was fummdned to méet,:
-not at London, which was fuppofed to be too well -

N

f Stowe, p 381, ~Hpllingfhwed, p. 622, Grafton, p. 587, ’
affected
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CH A P, affeCted to the duke, but at St. Edmond{bury, where
X% they expefted that he would le entitely at theis
w4y, mercy. As foon as he appeared, he was accufed of
afth ¥ebv  treafon, and thrown into prifon.  He was foon after -
theduke  found dead in his bed & ; and though it was pretended
offlo- that bis death was natural, and though his bedy,
" which was espofed to public view, bore no marks of
outward violence, no one doubted but he had fallen
a vitim to the vengeance of his enemies. An artis
fice, formerly pradtiled in the cale of Rdward I,
Richard IL and, Thomas of Woodftock, duke of
Glocefter, could deceive nobody. The reafon of
this affaffination of the dyke feems not, that the
yuling party apprehended his acquittal in parliament
on account of his innocence, which, in fuch times,
was feldom much regarded ; but that they imagined.
his public trial and execution would have been more
invidious than his private murder, which they pre-
tepded to deny. Some gentlemen of his retinug
were afterwards tried as accomplices in his treafons,
and wére condemned to be hanged, drawn, snd
quartered.. They were hanged and cut down ; buk.
juft as.the executioner was proceeding to quartér.
them, their pardon was produced, and they were ve.
cavered to hfe *. The moft barbarous kind of meney:

that can poflibly be imagined!

- Trus prince is fald to have received a better du-
cation than was ufual in bis age, to have founded-
ong of the firlt public libraries in England, and to
have.been a great patron of learned men. .Among,
other advanages which he reaped from this tyrn of ,
mind,. it tended much to cure him of credylity 3 of
which the following inltance is given by fir Thomas
Morg, There was a man who  pretended,. thut,
though he was born blind, hehad recovered his fight.

o ! . - B e
sGnaftor, p. 5o % Fabiap Chron, anno s447-
2 by
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by touching the fhrine of St. Albans. The duke, © HAP

happening foon after to pafs that way, queftioned the
man, and, {feeming to doubt of his fight, atked him
the colours of feveral cloaks, worn by petfons of his
retinue.' The man told them very readily. - 7o%
ate a knave, cried the prince; bad you been born
blind, you could not fo foon have Iearnedy to diftinguifh
colours : And immediately ordered him to be fet in
the ftocks as an impoftor . .

* . TuE cardinal of Winchefter died fix weeks after
his nephew, whofe murder was univerfally afcribed
to him as well as to the duke of Baffolk, and which,

it is faid, gave him more remorfe in his laft mo-’

ments, than conld naturally be expetted from a man
hardened, during the courfe of a long life, in falfe-
hood and in politics. 'What fhare the queen had in
this guilt, is uncertain ; her ufual aftivity and fpirit
made the public conclude, with fome reafon, that

the duke’s enemies durft not have ventured on fuch

a deed without her privity. But there happened,
foon after, an event of which fhe and her favourite,
the duke of Suffolk, bore inconteftibly the whole
odinm. o '

TraT article of the marriage treaty, by which
i province of Maine was to be:ceded to Charles
of Anjou, the queen’s uncle, hdd probably been
hitherto kept fecret ; and, during the lifetime of the
duke of Glocefter, it might have been dangerous to
venture on the execution of it: But, as the court
of France ftrenuouily infifted on performance, orders
were now difpatched, under Henry’s hand, to Sir
Francis Surienne, governor ‘of Mans, commanding

[P
1447

him'to furrender that place to Charles of Anjoir.

Surienne, either queltipning the authenticity of the
rder, or regarding his goverfiment as his fole for.
une, refufed compliance ; and it became neceffary

3o
1Y

'- I"’Grg&on, P 597
‘ for
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CHAP for a French army, under the count of Dunolis, . to
A 12y fiege to the city. The governor made as good

2447,

2448.

a defence as his fituation could permit ; but, receiv
ing nio relief from Edmund duke of Somerfet, who -

;was at that time governor of Normandy, he was at

laft obliged to capitulate, and to furrender not only
Mans, but all the other fortrefles of that province,
which was thus entirely alienated from the crown of
England. \ ' -
TuE bad effects of this meafure ftopped notrhere,
Surienne, at the head of all his gartifons, amounting
to two thoufand five hundred men, retired into Nor«
mandy, in expeftation of being taken into pay, and
of being quartered in fome towns of that province,
But Somerfet, who had no means of fubfifting fuch
a multitude, and who was probably incenfed at
Surienne’s difobedience, refufed to admit him: and
this adventurer, not daring to commit-depredations
on the territories eicher af the king of France or of
England, marched into Britanny, {eized ‘the town
of Fougeres, repaired the fortifications of Pontorfon.
and St. James de Beuvron, and {ubfifted his troops:
by the ravages which he exerciled on that wholé:
provitice®.. The-duke of Britanny :complained-of
this-vidlence to the king of France, his liege losd:
Charles remonftrated with the duke-of Somerfet:
That noblemian replied; that the injury- was done.
withouthis privity, and that hehad noauthority over
Surienne and his companions & Though this an~
fwer ought to have appeared fatisfadtory to Charles, .
who had. often felt feverely the licentious, indepen-
dent {pirit of fuch mércenary foldiers; be neverwould
admit of the -apology, He ftill infiftad: that thefe
plinderers Thould be recalied, -and that reparation
R Mon0elet vol. i pu b e
.t Moufirclet, vl. iii. p. 7. Hollingfhed, p. Gag.

3 , - fhould
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fhould be made to the duke of Britanny for all the
damages which he had fuftained : And, in order to
render an accommodation abfolutely 'impraticable,
he made the eftimation of damages amount to no
lefs a fum than 1,600,000 crowns. He was {enfible
of the fupcriority which the prefent flate of his af-
fairs gave him over England ; and he determined to
take advantage of it,, .o L
No fooner was the truce concluded between the
two kingdoms, than Charles employed himfelf,
with great induftry and judgment, in repairing thofe
numberlefs ills to which France, from the conti-
nuance of wars both foreign and domefic, had fo
long been expofed. He reflored the courfe of
public juftice; he introduced order into the finances
he eftablifhed difcipline in bis troops 3 be reprefled
faGtion in his court; he revived the languid flate of
agriculture and the arts ; and, in the courfe of a few
years, -he rendered. his kingdom foutifhing within
ufelf,;and formidable to-its neighbours, Mean~
whils, affairs in England had taken a very different
turn, ‘The:court was divided into’ parvies, which
were caraged againit each. other : ‘The people were
difconrented. -with the government: Conquefts in
. France, which were an obje&t more of glory:thdn of
intgreft, werq qverlooked amidft domeftic incidents,
which engrofled the attention of all men: The go-
vernor of Normandy, ill fupplied with money, was,
obliged to difmifs the greater part of his trocps,
and to allow-the fortifications of the towns and
eaftles to become ruinous: And the nobility and
people’ of that province had, during the late. open
communication, with France, enjoyed frequent op-
portunities of renewing connexions with their ancient.
wmaftér, and of concerting the means for expelling
the Englith. The occalion, therefore,. feemed fas
vourable to Tharles for breaking the truce, Nor-
mandy wasat once invaded:by four pawertul armies;
C one
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c 1 A P. ofe commanded by the king himfelf; a fécond by,

XX
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the duke of Britanny; a third by the duke of
Alencon; and a fourth by the count of Dunois
The places opened their gates almolt as faon as the
French appeared before them: Vernedil, Nogent,
Chateau Gaillard, Ponteau de Mer, Gifors, Mante,
Vernon, Argenten, Lifieux, Fecamp,Coutances, Be
lefme,Pont de I’ Arche,fell in an inftant into the hands
of the enemy. The duke of Somerfet, fo far from
having an army which could take the field, and res
lieve thefe places, was not able to fupply them with
the neceflary garrilons and provifions. He retired,
with the few troops of which he was mafter, into
Rotien ; and thought it fufficient, if, till the arrival
of fuccours from England, he could fave that ca-
pital from the genera} fate of the province. The
king of France, at the head of a formidable army,
fifty thoufand ftrong, prefented himfelf before the
gates: The dangerous example of revolt had in-
feted the inhabitants; and they called aloud for
a capitulation,  Somerfet unable to refift, at once,
both the énemies within and from without, retired
with' his garrifon imto the palace and caftle, which,
being places not tenable, he ‘was obliged to fur-
render: Heé purchaled a retreat to Harfleur bysshe -.
payment of g6,0uc crowns, by engaging to fur.
rénder Arques, Tancarville, Caudebec, Honfleur,
and cther places in the higher Normandy, and by
delivering hoftages for the performance of articles™,
The governor.of Honfleur refuled to obey his
orders; upon which the earl of Shrewfbury, who
was oné of the hoftages, was detsined prifoner ;, and
the Englith were thus deprived of the only general
capable of recovering them from their prefent dif-
trefled fitnation. * Harfleur made a better defence
undet fir Thomas Gurlon the governor; but was

. ®Monfbreler, vol. filp. 21, Trafton, p.t6ys.
N c e '

finaliy
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finally obliged to open its gates to Dunois. Suc-
cours at laft appeared from England under fir
Thomas Kyriel, and landed at Cherbourgh: Bat
thefe came very late, amounted only to 4000 mesn,
and were loon after put to rout at Fourmigni by the
count of Clermont®, This battle, or rather fkir-
mith, was the only aftion fought by the Englith
for the defence of their dominions in France, which
they had purchafed at fuch an expence of blood
and treafure.  Somerfet, fhut up in Caén without
any profpect of relief, found it neceffary to capi-
tulate : Falaile operred its gates,- on condition that
the earl of Shrewibury fhould be reltored to li-
berty : And Cherbourgh, the laft place of Nor-
mandy which remained in the hands of the Englifh,
being delivered up, the conqueft of that important
province was finifhed in a twelvemonth by Charles,
to the great joy of theinhabitants and of his whole
kingdom °. \

A LixE rapid fuccefls attended the French arms
in Guienne ;. though the inhabitants of that pro-
vince were, from long cuftom, better inclined to
the Englith govérnment. Dunois was difpatched
thither, and met with no refiftance in the field, and
vexy, litile from the towns. Great improvements
had been made, during this age, in the ftrufture,
and management of artillery, and none in fortifica-
tion; and the art of defence was by that mcans
more unequal, than either before or fince, to the
art of attack. . After all the fmall places about
Bourdeaux were reduced, that city agreed to fub.
mit, if not relieved by a certain time; and as no
one in Epgland thought ferioully of thefe diftant
concerns, no relief. appeared ; the place {urren-
dered ; and Bayonne being taken foon after, this
whole province, which had remained united to

- '

* Hollingfhed, p, 631= . - © Grafton, p. 646,
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r. Englanad fince the acceflion of Henry IT. was, after a.

— period of three centuries, finally fwallowed up in

the French monarchy.

THOUGH mo peace or truce was concluded be-
tween France and England, the war was, in a man-
ner, at an end. The Englith, torn in picces by
the civil difienfions which enfued, made but one
fceble effort more for the recovery of Guienne:
And Charles, occupied at home in regulating the
government, and fencing againft the intrignes of
his faQious fon, Lewis the Dauphin, fcarcely ever
attempted to invade them in their ifland, or to re-
taliate upon them, by availing himlelf of their in-
teftine confufions,
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Claim “of the duke of Vork to the crown———The earl
of Warwic Impeachment of the duke of Suffolk
——His banifbment—and death——Popular in-
Jurrettion——The parties of York and Lancafter
s Firft armament of the duke of Vork———Fir/t
battle of St. Albans——Battle of Blore-heath—
of Northampton——A pariiament - — Battle of
Wakefiold ——Death of the duke of York——
Battle of Mortimer’s Crofs—=—Second- Batrle of
St. Albans—— Edward 1V. qffumes the crown
e Mifeellaneous tranfactions of this reign.

- WEAK prince, feated on the throne of Eng- c u a ».

(A land, had never failed, how gentle foever and:  *XF
innocent, to be infefted with faltion, difcontent,

=N P 1 : - .

rebeﬁlon, and- civil commotions ; and ds the. inca-
pacity of Henry appeared evety day:in-a fuller
light, thefe dangerous confequences ‘began, from
paft experience, to be univerfally and juitly appre-
hended. Men alfo of unquiet fpirits, no longer em~
ployed in foreign wars, whence they were now ex-
cluded by the fituation of the peighbouring ttates,
were -the more Jikely to excite intefting diforders,
and, by their emulation; rivalfhip,-and animofities,
to tear the bowels of their native country. But
though thefe caufes alone wete fufficient to breed:
canfufion, there concurred another dircumftance
of the moft dangerousnature : " A preteidter "io the’
. erown appeared : The title itfelf of the weak princg,”
who“enjoyed the name: of fovéreignty, was dif-
o ¥ 2 . puted >

1450
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puted : And the Englifh were now to pay the fer

vere, though late, penalty of their turbulence under
Richard Il and of their levity in violating, with-
out any necefiity or juft reafon, the lineal fucceflion
of their monarchs.

Avrr the males of the houfe of Mortimer were

extiné ; but Anne, the filter of the laflt earl of

Marche, having efpoufed the earl of Cambridge,
beheaded in the reign of Henry V. had tranfmitted
her latent, but not yet forgotten, claim to her fon,
Richard' duke ‘of York.” This prince, thus de
fcended by his mother from Philippa, only daughter
of the duke of Clarence, fecond fon of Edward 11I,
ftood plainly in the order of fucceffion before the
king, who derived 'his defcent from the duke-of
Lancafter, third fon of that monarch; and that
claim could not, in many refpeéts, have fallen inta
maté dangerous hands than thofe of -the duke of
York. Richard was 2 man of valout and abilities,
of 3 pradent condutt and mild difpofitions: Hehad
enjoyed an opportunity of difplaying thefe virtues in
his government of France : "Apd though™ recalled
from that-command by the intrigues and fuperior
intereft of the duke of Sometfet,” he had been fent

to fupprels a-rebellion in Ireland ;- had fuccesded™

much better in that enterprile than his rival in the
defence of Notmandy,and had even been able to'ate
tach to his perfon and fansily the whole Irifh naton,
whom he was fent to fubdye?, In the right of his
father, he horethe rank of ficlt prince of the blood;
and by this, fiation . he:gave g fuftre to his title de-
rived from the faimily of Mortmer, which, though
of great niobiliry, was equalled by other families m
the kingdom, znd had. been eclipfed by.the royal
de‘cent of the houle of Lancafter,” 'He- poffeffed an
immenfe fortane 4rom the- union of- fo many fuc-
‘eefliuns, thofg of Cambridge, and York bn. the one
3 . T St?w‘:‘,: H::gﬁi, AT

‘ hand,

|
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hand, with thofe of Mortimer on the other: Which ¢ m AP,
Iaft inheritance had before been augmented by an _**L_,
union of the eftates of Clarence and Ulfter with 150
the patrimonial pofleflions of the family of Marche.
The alliances too of Richard, by his marrying the
daughter of Ralph Nevil earl of Weftmoreland,
had widely extended his interelt among the nobility,
and had procured him many connexions in that
formidable order.
- Tie family of Nevil was, perhaps, at this time
the moft potent, both from their opulent pofleffions,
and from the charaders of the men, that has ever
appeared 'in England. For, befides the earl of
Weftmoreland, and the lords Latimet, Faucon.
berg, and Abergavenny; the earls of Salifbury énd
Warwic were of that family, and were of thein~
felves, on many accounts, the greatelt noblemen in
the kingdom. The earl of Salifbury, brotherin-
law to the duke of York, was the eldeft fon by a
fecond marriage of the earl of Weftmoreland ; and
inherited by his wife, daughter and heir of Monta-
cute- earl of Salifbury, killed before Orleans, the
poffeffions and title of that great family. His eldeft
fon; Richard, had married Anne, the daughter and
<hesen of Beaichamp earl of Warwic, who died go-
verior of I'rance; and by this alliarice he enjoyed
the poffefions, and had acquired the title, of that
other family, one of the moft opulent, molt ancient,
and 'moft illuftrious in England, The perfonal qua~ The earl of
lities alfo of thefe two earls, efpecially of Warwic, War™ic:
enhanced the fplendour of their nobility, and in-
creafed their influence over the pesple.  This latter
nobleman, cominonly known, from the fubfequent
events, by the appellation of the King-maker, had
diftinguifbed himlelf by his gallantry in the field,
'By the hofpitality of his tablé, by the magnificence,
and fiill moré by the generofity of his expence, and
by the fpiﬂted and bold ‘maniier which attended’
hiri in all his altions. 'The undefigning frankpefs
I ‘ N3 : and

h ]
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c ® A . and opennefs of his charafter rendered his conqueft

XXL

3450

over men’s affe@tions the more certain and infallible s
. His prefents were regarded as fure teftimonies of
efteem and friendfhip; and his profeffions as the
overflowings of his genuine fentiments. No lefs
than 30,000 petfons are faid to have daily lived at
his board in the different manors and caftles which
he poffefled in England ; The military men allured
by his munificence and hofpitality, as well as by
his bravery, were zealoufly attached to his interefts :
The people in general bore him an unlimited af-
feftion : Ilis numerous retainers were more devoted
to his will, than to the prince or to the laws: And
he was the greatelt, as well as the laft, of thole
mighty barons, who formerly overawed the crown,
and rendered the people incapable of any regular
fyltem of civil government.

Bur the duke of York, befides the family of.
Weyil, had many other partifins among the preat
nobility. Courtney, earl of Devonthire, defcended
from a very noble family of that rame in France,
was attached to his interefts : Moubray duke. of |
Norfolk had, from his hereditary hatred to the
family of Lancalter, embraced the fame party : And'
the difcontents, which univerfally prevailed amgpg..,
the people, rendered every combination of the great.
the moie dangerous to the eftablithed govern.
ment. ' : i .

"Crotan the people were never willing to grant
the fupplics neceflary for keeping pofleflion of the
conquered provioces in- France, they repined ex-
wremely at the lofs of thefe boafted acquifitions ; and
tancied, becaufe a fudden irruption could make cons -
- quetts, that without fteady counfels, and a uniform
Lj‘.‘s‘:}}cRC_':, t.was poflible to maintain thém.. The
vohutitury ceflion of Muine to the queen’s uncle”

" had inade thed Tufpe®t treachery in'thielofs of Nor.

mandy and Guienge:  "They Atill confidered Mar.-
giret asa Frenchy woman and & latent enemy of the-
R
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kingdom. And when they faw her father and all c 1 4 »,

her relations adtive in promoting the fuccefs of the  *X%
Trench, they could not be perfuaded that the, who 1450,
was all powerful in the Englith council, would very
zcaloufly oppofe them in their enterprifes.

BuT the moft fatal blow given to the popularity
of the crown, and to the interefts of the houfe of
Lancafter, was by the afflaffination of the virtuous

_duke of Glocefter, whofe charalter, had he been
alive," would have intimidated the partifans of York 3
but whofe memory, being extremely cherithed by
the people, ferved to throw an odium on all his
murderers. By this crime the reigning family fuf-
fered a double prejudice: It was deprived of its
firmeft fupport; and it was loaded with all the in-
famy of that imprudent and barbarous affaffin-
ation.

As the duke of Suffolk was known to have had
an aftive hand in the crime, he partook deeply of
the hatred attending it; and the clamours, which
neceffarily rofe againlt him, as prime minifter, and
declared favourite of the queen, were thereby aug-
mented to a tenfold pitch, and became abfolutely
uncontrollable, The great nobility could ill brook

~— g'fee a-fubjet exalted above them3; much more
*one who was only great grandfon to a merchant, -
‘and who was of a birth {o much inferior to theirs.
The people complained of his arbitrary mealures;

_ which were, in fome degree, a neceflary confe-
‘quence of the irregular power then pofiefled by the
prince, ' but which the lealt diffaffection eafily mag-

. nified into tyraony. The great dcquifitions which
he daily made Were the objet of envy ; and as they
were gained at the expencé of the crown, which

" was itlelf reduced to poverty, they appeared, on-.
that account, to all indifferent perfons, the more
exceptiongble and invidious. :

‘THE revenues of the ¢rown, which had long been

- difproportioned to its power and dighity, bhad been

‘ N4 e~
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extremely dilapidated during the minority of I—I.enrng
both by the rapacity of the courtiers, which the
king’s uncles could not control, anc.l by the necefln
fary expences of the Trench wir, which had always
been very ill fupplied by the grants of parliament,
The royul demelnes were diffipated ; and at the
fame timethe king was loaded with a debt of 372,000
pounds, a fum o great, that the parliament could
never think of difcharging.it. This unhappy fitus
ation forced the minitters upon many arbitrary mea-
fures : "The houfehold itfelf could not be fupported
without flretching to the utmolt the right of purvey-
ance, and rendering it a kind of amiverfal robbery
upon the people: The public clamour rofe high
upon this ocrafion, and no one had the equity to
make allowance for the neceffity of the king’s fitu-
ation.  Suffolk once become odious, bore the blame
of the whole ; and every gricvance, in every part of
the adminiftration, was univerfally imputed to his
tyranny and injuftice.

Tuis nobleman, fenfible of the public hatred
sader which he lubovred, and forefeeing an attack
from the conmumons, endeavoared to overawe his
enemies by boldly prefenting himfelf to the charge;,
atd by infifting upon his own innocence, and ecer—
upon his merits, and thofe of his family, in the-
public fervice. e rofe in the houfe of peers;
took notice of the clamours propagated againft him
and complained, that after ferving the crown in
thirty-four campuigns ; after living abroad feven.
teen years without once returning to his ‘native
country; after lofing a father and three brothers in -
the wars with ¥rance; after being himfelf a prie
foner, and purchafing his liberty by a great ranfom ;
it fhould yet be fufpefied, that he had been de-
bauched from his allegiance by that enemy whom
he had ever oppoled with fuch zval and, fortitude;

- 2Cotton; p. 60g.

ex i

and
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and that He had betrayed his prince, who had re. ¢ 7 a p.
warded his fervices by the higheft honours and _*X&

greateft offices that it was in his power to conferr.
This fpeech did not anfwer the purpofe intended.
‘The commons, rather provoked at his challenge,
opened their charge againft him, and fent up to the
peers an accufation of high treafon, divided into
feveral articles, They infifted, that he had per-
fnaded the French king to invade England- with an
armed force, in order to depofe the king, and to
place on the throne his own fon, John de la Pole,
whom he intended to marry to Margaret, the only
daughter of the late John duke of Somerfet, and to
whom, he imagined, he would by that means acquire
a title to the crown : That he had contributed to the
releafe of the duke of Orleans, in hopes that that
prince would affift king Charles in expelling the
Englith from France, and recovering full pofleflion
of his kingdom: That he had afterwards encou-
raged that monarch to make open war on Nor-
mandy and Guienve, and had promoted . his cona
quefts by betraying the fecrets of England, and
obfiruting the fuccours intended to be fent to thofe
provinces : And that he had, without any powers
. z:zxommifion, promifed by treaty to cede the pto-
vince of Maine to Charles of Anjou, and had ac<
cordingly ceded it; which proved in the iflue the
chief caule of the lofs of Normandy®. .

It is evident, from areview of thefe articles, that
the commons adopted, without inquiry, all the po-
pular clamours againft the duke of Suffolk, and
charged him with crimes, of which none but the
vulgar could ferloufly belicve him guilty. Nothing
can be more. incredible, than that a nobleman, {o
little eminent by his birth and chara&er, could

think of acquiring the crown to his family, and of -

depofing H}:'x'lry by ‘foreign force, and, togetlxgt

 Cotton, p. 641. v Ibid) p. 643 Hall, fol. 157,  Hal-
linglhed, p’. 631. Gmfton,p.’ 6o ’ =

with
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with bim, Margaret, his patron, a prinkefs of fy
much fpirit and penetration. Suffolk appealed to
many noblemen in the houfe, who knew that he
had intended to marry his fon to one of the co.
beirs of the earl of Warwic, and was difappointed
in his views only by the death of that lady : And
he obferved, that Margaret of Somerfet could brin

to her hufband no title to the crown ; becaufe the
herfelf was not fo much as comprehended in the
entail fettled by at of Parliament. It is eafy to
account for the lofs of Normandy and Guienne,
from the fituation of affuirs in the two kingdoms,
without fuppofing any treachery in the Englith mi.
nifters ; and it may fafely be aflirmed, that greater
vigour was requifite to defend thefe provinces from
the arms of Charles VIL than to conquer them at
firft from his predeceffor. It could never be the
interclt of any Englith minilter to betray and aban-
don fuch acquifitions; wuch lefs of one who was
fo well -eftablithed in his mafter’s favour, who en-
joyed fuch high honours and ample pofleffions in

-his own country, who had nothing to dread bur the

effefts of popular hatred, and who could never
think, without the moft extreme reluance, of be-
coming a fugitive and exile in a {oreign land. "o
only article which carries any face of probability, i§
his engagement for the delivery of Maine to the
queen’s uncle: But Suffolk maintaifed, with great
appearance of truth, that this meafore was ap-
proved of by feveral at the council table £ and it
teems hard to aleribe 1o it, 2s is done by the com-
wmens, the fubfequent lofs of Normandy, and ex-
pulfiun of the Englith, Noarmandy lay ‘open on
every fide to the invalion of the French': Maine,
an inhnid province, mufk foon after have fillen with-
cut any attack: And as the ‘Englith pofféfied in
wilier parts more fortreffes than they. copld garrifon

' Ceuon,l p.ﬂﬁ.i,g,. ' .
. or
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or provide for, it feemed no bad policy to contraét cH A P.
their force, and to render the defence pradticable, L____’_‘f_,,
by reduciug it within a parrower compals. 1450,
Tue commons were probably fenfible that this

charge of treafon againft Sufivlk would not bear 2
firiQ lcrutiny ; and they therefore, foon after, {ent up
againft him a new charge of mifdemeanors, which
they allo divided into feveral articles, They af-
firmed, among other imputations, that he had pro-
cured exorbitant grants from the crown, had em-
bezzled the public money, had conferred offices on
improper perfons, had perverted juftice by maintain-
ing iniquitous caufes, and had procured pardons
for notorious offenders®.  The articles arc mollly
general ; but are not improbable: And as Suffolk
feems to have becn a bad man and a bad minifter,
it will not be rafh in us to think that hie was guilty,
and that many of thefe articles could have been
proved againit him. The court was alarmed at the
profecution of a favourite minifter, who lay under
fuch aload of popular prejudices ; and an expedient
was fallen upon to fave him from prefent ruin. The
king fummoned all the lords, [piritual and temporal,
to his apartment : The prifoner was produced be-

- Tore them, and afked what he could fay in his own
defence? I7c denied the charge; but [ubmitted to
the king’s mercy : Ilenry czprefled himff not fa-
tisfied with regard to the firlt impeachment for
treafon ; bur in confideration of the fecond, for
mildemeanors, he declared, that, by virtue of Suf-
folk’s own fubmiflion, not by any judicial authority,
he bauithed him the kingdom during five years.
The lords remrwined filent ; but as foon as they re- mista.
turned to their own houle, they entered a proteft, et
that this fentence fhould nowife infringe their pri-
vileges; and thar, if Sutiolk had infifted upon his
right, and %ad not voluntarily fubmitted to the

¥ )

8 Cotton, p. 043
king's
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king’s cominands, He was entitled to a trial by hig
peers in parlizment.

It was eafy to fee, that thele irregular proceed.
ings were meant to favour Suffolk, and that, as he
ftill pofleffed the queen’s confidence, he would, on -
the firft favourable opportunity, be reftored to hig
country, and be reinftated in his former power
and credit. A captain of a veflel was therefore em-
ployed by his enemies to intercept him i his paffage
to France: He was feized near Dover; his head
firuck off on the fide of a long boat ; and his boedy
thrown into the fea¥, No inquiry was made after
the aftors and accomplices in this atrocious deed of-
violence.

Tue duke of Somerfet fucceeded to Suffolk’s
power in the minillry, and credit with the queen;
and as he was the perfon under whofe government
the French provincus had been loft, the public, who
always judge by the evenr, foon made him equally

 the objet of their animofity and hatved. The duke

of York was abfent in Ireland during all thefe tranf

altions ; and however it might be fufpeted that

his. partifans had excited and fupported the profe-

cution ggainft Suffolk, no immediate ground of

complaint could, on that account, lie againft--hips
But there happened foon after, an incident which

roufed the jealoufy of the court, and difcoveted to-
them the extreme danger to which they ‘were exs

poled from the pretenfions of that popular prince.

.+ Tue hamours of the people, fet afloat by the

* patliamentary impeachment, and by the fall-of fo

Poepular
Foluiees
tiont

o P+ 388 Graltonyp, 610,

great a favourite as Suffolk, broke out in various
commotions, which were foon fuppreffed ; but there

‘arofe one in Kent, which was attended: with more

dongerous confequences. A man of low condition,
one Jobn. Cade, 2 native of Ireland, who had been
B - oo ., e ] .

- v

w Hall, fol. 158,  Hitf, Croyl;rgd,'cogtin. P ;z 5. Stowe,
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obliged to fly into France for crimes, obferved, on € ¥ A P.

his return to England, the difcontents of the peo-.
ple; and he laid on them the foundation of pro-
jects which were at firlt crowned with furprifing
fuccefs. He took the name of John Mortimer ;
intending, as is fuppofed, to pafs himfelf for a fon
of that fir John Mortimer who had been fentenced:
to death by parliament, and -executed, in the bes
ginning of this reign, without any trial or evidence,
merely upon an inditment of high treafon givenin
againft him*.  On the firft mention of that popu-
lar name, the common people of Kent, to the
number of 20,000, flocked to Cade’s ftandard, and
he excited their zeal by publifhing ¢omplaints
againft the numerous abufes in government, and
demanding a redrefs of grievances. The court,
not yet fully fenfible of the danger, fent a fmall
force againft the rioters, undeér the command of
fir Humphry Stafford, who was defeated and flain
in an action near Sevenoke ¥; and Cade, advans
cing with his followers towards London, encamped
an Blackheath. Though elated by his viftory, he
{till maintained the appearance of moderation; and
fending to the court a plaufible lift of grievances?,
~_gepromifed, that when thefe thould be redrefled,
and when lord Say the:treafurer and Cromer
fheriff of Kent, thould be punifhed for- their mal-
verfations, he would immediately lay down his
arms. The council, wha obferved that nobody.
was willing - to fight againft men fo reafonable in
"' * Stowe, p. 346. Cottan, p. §64. This anthor admires that
{uch a plece of injuftice fhould have been committed in peaceablé
times : He might have added, and by fuch virtuous princes ag
Bedford and Glocefter. Butit is to be prefumed that Mortis
mer was gyilty ; though his condemnation was highly irregular
and illegal. The people had at thistime a very fecble fanfe of
law aad 2 copglitution § and.power was very imperf&&tly: TCe
frained by thefe limits. When the proceedings of a parliz-
ment were {d' irregular, % is ealy to imagine that thofe of a king

! e

would be more fo. | ¥ ¥all, fol. 559, Hollingfhed, p, 634«
¥ Stowe, p. 388, 380." Hollingfbed, p.633. -~ .4 .
: . - 4 * fheir
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¢ 1 A . their pretenfions, carried the king, for prefent fafe.
x. - ty, to Kenilworth ; and the city immediately opened

3450,

its gates to Cade, who maintained, during fomé
time, great order and difcipline among his follow-
ers. He always led them into the fields during the
night-time ; and publifhed fevere edifts againft
plunder and violence of every kind: But being
obliged, in order to gratify their malevolence againit
Say and Cromer, to put thefe men to death with.
out a legal trial *, he found that, after the commil
fion of this crime, he was no longer mafter of their
riotous dilpofiion, and that all his orders were ne-
gleCted®.  They broke into a rich houfe, which
they plundered ; and the citizens, alarmed at this
alof viclence, fhut their gates againft them ; and
being' feconded by a detachment of foldiers fent
them by lord Scales, governor of the Tower, they
repulfed the tebels with great ‘flaughter?. The'
Kentithmen were fo difcouraged by the blow, that,
upon receiving a general pardon from the primate,
then chancellor, they retreated towards Rochefter,
and there difperfed. The pardon was foon after
annulled, as extorted by violence : "A price wag et
ont Cade’s ‘head ¢, who was killed. by-one Iden, &
gentlemen of Suflex ; and mady of his foliowers™=
were capitally punifhed for their rebeliion. . " .
- It was imagined by the court, that the duke of
York had fecretly inftigated Cade to this attempt, in
order to try, by that experiment; the-difpofitions of
the people towards his title and family®: ‘And as
the event had o far fucceeded to his wifh, the-
ruling party had greater reafon than ever to appre. |
hend the future confequences of his pretenfions.
At the fame time they heard that he intended tore.’
turn from Ireland; and fearing that be mieant to
bring an arned force dlong with him, they iffued
* Grafton, p.6iz, P Hull fl. 10,  © Hilt. Croylaad,
£onHL . 520 ¢ Rymer, vof, xi-p.275, ° Cutton,
P G801, Stawe, p. 391 R S
e 5. orders,
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orders, in the king’s name, for oppofing him,and CH a P,
for debarring him entrance into England . DBut XL,
the duke refuted his enemics by coming attended
with no more than his ordinary retinue : The pre-
cautions of the minifters feived only to thew him
their jealoufy and malignity againft him : He was
fenfible that his title, by being dangerous to the
king, was allo become dangcrous to himfelf : He
now faw the impoffibility of remaining in his pre-
fent fituation, and the neceflity of proceeding for-
ward in fupport of his claim. His partifans, there-
fore, were inflru€ted to maintain, in all companies,
his right by fucceflion, and by the eflablithed laws
and conftitution of the kingdom : Thefe queftions
became every day more and more the fubje€t of
converfation: The minds of men were infenfibly
fharpened again{l each other by difputes, before
they came to more dangerous extremities: And va-
rious topics were pleaded in [upport of the preten.
fiops of each party,

Tue pattilans of the houfe of Lancalter main. The prties
tained, that though the elevation of Henry 1V, &0
might at firt be deemed fomewhat irregular, and Yoih.
could not be juftified by any of thofc principles on

. whigh that prince chofe to reft his title, it was yet
Tounded on general confent, was a national a&, and
was derived from the voluniary approbation of a
free people, who, being loofencd from their alle-
giance by the tyranny of the preceding government,
were moved by gratitude, as wellas by a fenfe of
public intereft, to entrult the fceptre into the hands
of their deliverer s+ That, even if that eftablifhbment
were allowed to be at firft invalid, it had acquired
folidity by time; the only principle which ulti
mately gives au;hority to government, and removes
thofe fcruples which the irregular fteps attending
almoft all revolutions naturally excite in the minds

1450,

1
¥ Stove, p. 394+
of
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¢ B & 7. of the people : That the right of fucceflion was 2
s Thle admitted only for general good, and for the

3450

maintenazice of public order ; and could never be
pleaded to the overthrow of national tranquillity,
and the fubverfion of regular eftablifiments : That
the principles of liberty, no lefs than the maxims
of internal peace, were injured by thefe pretenfions
of-the "houfe of York; and if fo many reiterated
adls of the legiflature, by which the erown was en.
tailed on the prefent family, were now invalidated,
the Englifh-muft be confidered, not as a free peo-
ple,- who could difpofe of their ‘own-government,
but as'a troop of flaves, who were implicitly tranf-
mitted by fucceffion from one malfter to another s
"That the nation was bound to allegiance under the
houfe of Lancafter by moral, no lels than by politi
cal duty; and were they to infringe thole numerous
oaths of fealty which they bad fworn to Henry and
‘his predecefiors, they would thenceforth be thrown
loofe from all principles, and it would be found
difficult ever after to fix- and reftrain them : That
the duke of York himfelf had frequently done ho-

- mage to the king as' his lawful fovereign, and had

-

 blifhed onthethrone, would; on thefirlt opportunity,

thereby, in the moft folemn mannen, made an in+
direft ‘renunciation of thofe claims with which ha-.
now dares to diltarb the tranquillity of the public:
That, even though the viclation of the rights of
blood, made on the depofition of Richard,. was pet«
haps rafh and.imprudent, it was'too late to remedy
the milchief; the danger of -a difputed fucceflion
could no longer beobviated ; the people, acciftoni-
edd toa zovernment, ‘which; in the hands of thelate
king, had been fo glorions, and in-thar of-his pre-
deccllor fo prudent and falutary, would ftill afcribe
B riﬁ;ht to it ; by caunfing multiplied diforders, - and
by fhedding an inundation of blood, the advantage
would only be obtained of exchanging one pretender -
for another; and the houfe of York iufelf, if efta.

be
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e expofed to thofe revolutions which the giddy fpi- cu A p,
1it excited in the people gave fo much reafon to _*XL
apprehend : And that though the prefent king en- 45,
joyed ot the thining talents which had appeared in
his father and grandfather, he might {lill have a fon
who fhould be endowed with them ; he is himfelf
eminent for the moft harmlefs and inoffenfive man-
ners ; and if aCtive princes were dethroned on pre-
tence of tyranny, and indolent ones on the plea of
incapacity, there would thenceforth remain, in the
conititution, no eftablifhed rule of obedience to any
fovereign.

Tuuse ftrong topics, in favour of the houfe.of
Lancafter, were oppofed by arguments no lefs con-
vincing on the fide of the houfe of York. The
partifans of this latter family afferted, that the main-
tenance of order in the fucceflion of princes, far
from doing injury to the people, or invalidating
their fundamental title to good government, was
eftablifhed only for the purpofes of government,
and ferved to. prevent tholz numberlels confufions
twhich muft enfue, if no rule were followed but the
uncertain and difputed views of prefent convenience
and advantage: That the fame maxims which en-
ferzch public peace, were alfo falutary to national
liberty 3 the privileges of the people could only be
maintained by the obfervance of laws ; and if no
account were made of the rights of the fovereign, it
could lefs be expefted that any regard would be
paid to the property and freedom of the fubjeft:
‘That it was never too late to corre@ any pernicious
precedent ; an unjull eftablitbment, the longer it
flood, acquired *the greater fandlion and validity 3
it céuld with more appearance of reafon, be plead-
ed as an suthority for a -like ‘injuilice ; and the
maintegance of it, inftead of favauring public tran-
quillity, tend@d o disjoint cvery principle by which
human fociety was fupported : That ufurpers would
be lappy, if their prefent pofiilion of power; or

Vo, 1L o their

Y 8



194
CH AP
14500

HISTURY OF ENGLAND.

their contiuance for a few years, could convert
them into legal piinces; but nothing would be
mote miferable than the people, if all reftraints on
violence and ambition were thus removed, and 3
full fcope given to the attempts of every turbulent
innovator : That time, indced, might beftow foli.
dity on a government whofe firft: foundations were
the moft infirm'; but it required both a long coutfe
of time to produce this effe, and the total extinc.
tion of thofe.claimants, whole title was built on the
original principles of the conftitution: That the

. depofition of Richard II. and the advancérhent of

Henry IV. were not deliberate national afts, but
the refult of the levily and violence of the people,
and proceeded from thofe very defefs in human
nature, which the eftablithment of political fociety,
and, of an order in fucceflion, was calculated to pre-
vent: ‘That the fobfequent entails of the crown
were a continnance of the fame violence and ufurp-
ation ; they were not ratified by the legiflature, fince
the confent of the rightful king was fLill wanting;
and the acquielcence, firlt of the family of Morti-
raer, then of the family of Yok, proceeded from
prefent “ neceflity, and implied no renunciation of

their pretenfions : That the refloration of the i

order of fucceffion could not.be confidered as a
change which familiarifed the people to revolu.
tions ; but as the correflion of a former abufe,which
bad itlelf encouraged the giddy fpirit of innova
tions, scbellion, and difobedience : And that; as the
original title of Lancafter'ftood only in the perfon
of Henry 1V, on prefent convenience, even this
principle, unjuftifiable as it was, when not. fupport-
ed by Jaws, witid: warranted by the conftitution, had
now entirely gene over to the other fide 3 nor was
there any compuifon between a. prince tterly un.
able to fway theicepire, aud blindly ~governed by
gorrupt minifters, or by an”imperious queen, en-

. };gged in féreign and hoftile interells ; and a prince
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of mature years, of approved wildom and expe-
rience, a native of England, the lineal heir of the
crown, who, by his reftoration, would replace every
thing on aneient foundations.

So many plaufible arguments could be urged on
both fides of this interefting queﬂiqn, that the peo-
ple were extremely divided i their {entiments ; and
though the noblemen of greateft power and influ-

ence feem to have efpoufed the party of York, the.

oppofite caufe had the advantage of being fupport-
ed by the prefent laws, and by the immediate pol-
feflion of royal authority. There werc alfo many
great noblemen in the Lancaftrian party, who ba-
Janced the power of their antagonifts, and kept the
nation in fufpenfe between them. The earl of
Northumberland adhered to the prefent govern-
ment : The earl of Weftmoreland, in fpite of his
connexions with the duke of York, and with the
family of Nevil of which he was the head, was
brought over to the fame party ; and the whole
north of England, the moft warlike part -of the
kingdom, was, by. means of thefe two potent noble.
men, warmly engaged in the interefts of Lancafter.
Edmund Beaufort, duke of Somerfet, and his bro-
i Menry, were great fupports of that caufe ; as
were allo Fenry Holland duke of Exeter, Stafford
duke of Buckingham, the earl of Shrewibury, the
lords Clifford, Dudley, Scales, Audley, and other
nublemen. :
Wharee -the kingdom was in this fituation, it
might naturally be expe&ed that fo many turbulent
barons, poffefled of fo much independent authority,
would immediatdly have flown to arms, and have
decided the quarrel, after their ufial manner, by
war and battle, under the ftandards of the contend-
ing princes. But there ftill were many caufed which
vetarded thefZ defperate extremities, and ‘made a

long train of fadtion, intrigue, and cabal, precede.

the mititary operations. By the gradual pragrefs of
L Q2 . - ATt
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arts in England, as well as in other parts of Eu.
rope, the people were now become of fome import.
ance; laws were beginning to be refpefted by’
them; and it was requifite, by various pretences,
previoufly to reconcile their minds to the overthrow
of fuch an ancient eftablifiment as that of the houfe
of Lancafter, ere their concurrence could reafon.
ably be expefled. The duke of York himfelf, the
new claimant, was of a moderate and cautious cha-
rafter, an enemy to violence, and diipofed to truft
rather to time and policy, than to fanguinary mea.
fures, for the fuccels of his pretenfions. The very
imbecility itfelf of Henry, tended to keep the fac.
tions in fulpenle, and make them ftand long in awe
of each other: It rendered the Lancaftrian party
unable to firike any violent blow againft their ene.
mies; it encouraged the Yorkifts to hope, that,
after banifhing the king's niinifters, and getting pol-
feffion of his perfon, they might gradually under-
mine his authority, and be able, without the peril-
ous expedient of a civil war, to change the fuccel.

fion by parliamentary and legal authority.

* Tuez difpofitions which appeared in a parliament

affembled foon after the arrival of the duks of York

from Treland, favoured thefe expectations of his par
tifans, and both difcovéred an unufual boldnefs in

the commong, and were 2 proof of the general dif.

contems which prevailed againft the adminiftration.

The lower houfe, without any previous enquiry or

examination, without alleging any other ground-of
eompliint than comaon taie, veutured to' prefent

a petition againhl the dule: of Somerfer, the duchefs
of Suf ik, tie bithopof Chefter, fir John' Sutton,

bird Dindley, cud feveral others of inferfor rank;

‘endd they prayed the Fing to remove’ them for ever

from s perion and couacils, @nd to_prohibit them

from wpproaching within twelve mileqof the court’,

. ,
'3 Parlumentary Hikory, «ol, i, p. 263,

“"This
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This was 2 violent attack, fomewhat arbitrary, and
fupported but by few precedents, againft the mi-
niftry ; yet the king durft not openly oppofe it: He
replied,. that, cxcept the lords, he would banifh all
the others fromn court during a year, unlels he
fhould have occafion for their fervice in fupprefling
any rebellion. At the fame time he rejeted a bill
which had pafled both houfes, for attainting the late
duke of Suffolk, nnd which, in feveral of its claufes,
difcovered a very general prejudice againft the mea-
fures of the court.

Tue duke of York, trufling to thefe fymptoms,
raifed an army of 10,000 men, with which he
marched towards London; demanding a reforma.
tion of the government, and the removal of the
duke of Somerlet from all power and authority®,
He unexpeftedly found the gates of the city thut
againft him ; and on his retreating into Kent, he
was followed by the king af .the head of a fuperior
army ; in which feveral of Richard’s friends, parti-
cularly Salifbury and Warwic, appeared ; probably
with a view of mediating between the parties, and
of feconding, on occafion, the duke of York’s pre-
tenfions. A parley enfued ; Richard ftill infifted
npenasthe removal of Somerfet, ard his fubmitting
to a trial in parliament: The court pretended to
comply with his demand; and that nobleman was
put in arreft : The duke of Tork was then per-
fuaded to pay bis refpeds to the king in his tent;,
and, on repeating his charge againit the duke of"
Somerfet, he was furpriled to fee that minifter ftep
from behind the curtain, and offer .to maintain his
innacence. Richard now found that he had been
betrayed ; that he was in-the hands of his enemies;
and that it was become neceffary, for his own fafe-
ty, to lower his pretenfions. * No violence, however,
-was attempte? againfl him: The nation was not in

h]

& Stowd, p. 394
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a difpofition to bear the defltrution of fo popular 2
prince: He had many friends in Henry’s camp:
And his fon, who was not in the power of the court,
mighe ftill be able to revenge his death on all his
enemies : He was therefore difiniffed ; and he re.
tired to his feat of Wigmore on the borders of
Wales?,

WaiLe the duke of York lived in this re-
treat, there happened ap incident, which, by en.
creafing the public difcontents, proved favourable
to his pretenfions. Several Galcon lords, affection-
ate to the Englifh government, and difgufled at the
new dominion of the French, came to London, and
offered to return to their allegiance under Henry*,
The earl of Shrew{bury, with 2 body of 8coo men,
was fent over to fupport them, Bourdeaux opened
its gates to him: He made himfelf mafter of Fron.
fac, Caftillon, and fome other places: Affairs be.
gan to wear a favourable afpeft: But, as Charles
haftened to refift this dangerous invafion, the for-
tunes of the Englith were foon reverfed : Shrewl-
bury, a venerable warrior, above fourfcore years of
age, fell in battle; his, conquefts were loft ; Bour-
deaux was again obliged. to fubmit to the French
king ‘3 and all hopes of recovering the province-of
Galcony were for ever extinguifhed. .

Tuovewr the Englilh might deem themlelves
happy to be fairly rid of diftant dominions which
were of no ufe to them, and which they never could
defend againft the growing power of France, they
exprefled great difcontent on the occafion ; and they
threw all the blame on the miniltry, who had not
been able to effe impoffibilities. ~ While they were
in this difpofition, the queen’s delivery of a fon,
who received the name of Edward, was deemed no
joyful incident ; and as it removed all hopes of the

i Grafton, p, 620, -k Hollin ﬂ?cd . 640,
! Polyd. Virg. p- 501 Gratton, p. ng.g +P

peaceable :
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pe.aceab'le fucceflion of the duke of York, who was € ;I A P.
otherwife, in the right of his father, and by the laws (-l

enalted fince the acceffion of the houfe of Lancal-
ter, next heir to the crown, it had rather a tendency

to inflame the quarrel between the parties.  But the |

duke was incapable of violent counfels; and even
when no vifible obftacle lay between him and the
throne, he was prevented by his own fcruples {rom
mounting it. Henry, always unfit to exercile the
government, fell at this time into a diltemper,
which fo far encrealed his natural imbecility, tha

it rendered him incapable of maintaining- even the
appearance of royalty. The queen and the council,
deltitute of this fupport, fonnd themfelves unable to
refift the York party; and they were obliged to
yield to the torrent. They fent Somerfet to the
Tower; and appointed Richard lieutenant of the
kingdom, with powers to open and hold a {eflion of
parliament ™.  That aflembly alfo, taking into con-
fideration the ftate of the kingdom, created him
protetor during plealure. Men who thus entrulted
lovereign authority to one that had fuch evident
and ftrong pretenfions to the crown, were not furely
averfe to his taking immediate and full poffeffion of
ir+ Vet the duke, inftead of pufhing them to make
farther conceflions, appeared fomewhat timid and
irrefolute, even in receiving the power which was
tendered to him. He defired that it might be re-
corded in parliamenr, that this authority was con-
ferred on him [rom their own free mwtion, without
any application on his part : e exprefled his hopes
that they would aflilt him in the exercife of it: He
made it a condition of his acceptance, that the other
fords, who were uppointed. to be of his council,
fhould alfo accept of the truflt, and thould exercile
ir : And be required that all the powers of Lis office

fhould be fpgificd and defined by a& of parliament.

? I ymer,Vol. xi. p. 344
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"This moderation of Richard was certainly very uns
vfual and very amiable; yet was it attended with
bad confcquences in the prefent junlture, and, by
giving time to the animofisics of fation to rife and
feyment, it proved the fource of all thofe furious
wars and commotions which enfued.

THe encmies of the duke of York foon found i

“in thtir power to make advantage of his exceflive

caution. Henry, being fo far recovered from his
difteinper as to carry the appearance of exercifing
the royal power ; they moved him to refume his au.
thority, to annul the protcorfhip of the duke, to
releale Somerlet from the Tower ", and to commit
the adminiftration into the hands of that nobleman.
Richard, fenfible of the dangers which might attend
his former acceptance of the parliamentary commif-
fion, fhould he {ubmit to the anaulling ot it, levied
an army ; but ftill without advancing any preten.
{ionsto the crown. Hecomplained only of the king’s
minifters, and demanded a reformation of the go-
vernment. A battle was fought at St. Albans, in
which the Yorkifls were fuperior, and without fuf-
fering any material lofs, flew about soco of their
enemies ; among whom were the duke of Somerfet,
the eml of Northumberland, the earl of Staffords~
eldelt fon of the duke,of Ruckinpharm, lord Clifford,
and many other peifons of ditinciion”. The king
himlelf f21l into the hands of the doke of York, who
treated him with great repel and tendernefs : He
was only obliged (which he regarded as no hardfhip)
to commit the whole avthoriiy of the crown into the
hands of his rival, ,

Usrrs was the firlt blood fpilt in that Fual quarrel,
which wus not finifhed in lefs than a courfe of thirty
years, which was fignulized by twelve pitched bat-
tics, which opened a leene of cxtr;.xoriiinary flerce-

‘ e

* Rymey, wol siop.s6r. Tlollimefied, p. Gz Gralton,

T 420 ® Stove, po gon. ¢ Hallugimed, p. 643.
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nels and cruelty, is computed to have colt the lives
of eighty princes of the blood, and almott entirely
annibilated the ancient nobility of England, The
ftrong attachments which ar that time, men of the
{ame kindved bare to each ather, and the vindiftive
Ipirit, which was confidered as o point of honour,
rendered the great fomilies implacable in their re.
fentments, and every moment widened the breach
between the partics.  Yer aflairs did not immedi-
ately proceed to the lalt extremiies: The nation
was kept fome time in fufpenfe: The vigour and
fpivit of queen Margarer, fupporting her finall
power, ftill proved a balance to the great authority
of Richard, which was checked by his irrefolute
temper. A parliament, which was foon after affem-
bled, plainly ditcovered, by the contrariety of their
proceedings, the contrariety of the motives by which
they were actuated. They granted the Yorkifts a
general indemnity ; and they reftored the prore€ror-
thip to the duke, who, in accepting it, {till perle-
vered in all his former precautions : But at the fuime
time they renewed their oaths of fealty to Henry,
and fixed the continuance of the proteftorfhip to
the majority of his fon Edward, who was vefted
with the ufual dignities of prince of Wales, duke of
Carnwal, and eatl of Chefter. The only decifive
act, pafled in this parliament, was a full refumption
of all the grants which had been made fince the
death of Henry V. and which had reduced the
Crown to great poverty,

I'r was not found difficult to wreft power from
hands fo litle tenacious as thofe of rhe duke of
York. Margaret, availing herfelf of that prince’s
abfence, produced her hufhand before the houle of
lords ; and, as his ftate of health permitted him at
that time to aét his part with fome tolerable de-
cency, he Aeclared his intentions of reluming the
government, and of putting an end to Richard’s au.

thority,
.
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oppofed by the contrary party : The houfe of lords,
who were many of them difgufted with the late-a&
of refumption, affented to Henry’s propofal: And
the king was declared to be reinftated in fovereign
authority. Even the duke of York acquiefced in
this irregular at of the'peers; and no difturbance
enfued. But that prince’s claim to the crown was
too well known, and the fteps which he had taken
to promote it, were too evident cver to aliow-fin-
cere truft and confidence to have place between the
parties. The court retired to Coventry, and ins
vited the duke of York and the earls of Salifbury
and Warwic to attend the king’s perfon. "When
they were on the road they received intelligence that
defigns were formed againft their liberties and lives.
They immediately feparated themfelves : Richard
withdrew to his caltle of Wigmore; Salifbury to
Middleham in Yorkfhire: And Warwic to his
government of Calais, which had been committed
to him after the battle of St. Albans, and which, as
it gave him the command of the only regular mili-
tary force maintained by England, was of the ut-
moft importance in the prefent junéture.  Still, men
of peaceable difpofitions, and among the reft,
Bourchier, archibithop of Canterbury, thought. it
not too late to interpofe with their good offices, in
order to prevent that effufion of blood with which
the kingdom was threatened ; and the awe in which
each party flood of the other, rendered the media-
tion for fome time fuccefsful.- 1t was agreed that
all the great leaders on both fides thould meet in
London, and be folemnly reconciled. - The duke
of York and his partifans came thither with nu-.
merous retinues, and took up their quarters near
each other for mutual fecurity. The lcaders.of the
Lancaftrian party ufed the fame precavfion.  The
mayar, at thé head of 5000 'men, kept'a firidt

. watch
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watch night and day ; ‘and was extremely vigilant
in maintaining peace between them?.  Terms were
adjufted, wnich removed not the ground of differ-
ence. An outward reconciliation only was pro-
cured: And in order to notify this accord to the
whole people, 2 folemn proceffion to St. Paul’s
was appointed, where the duke of York led queen
Margaret, and a leader of one party marched hand
in hand with alealder of the oppofite.  The lefs real
cordiality prevailed, the more were the exterior de-
monftiations of amity redoubled. But it was evi-
dunt, that a contelt for a crown could nct thus be
peaceably accommodated 5 that cach party watched
only for an oppottunity of fubverting the other;
and that much blood mufl yct be Ipilt, ere the na-
tion could Le reftored to perfe& tranquillity, or
eujoy a fettled and eftablifhed government.

Lven the fmalleft accident, without any formed
defign, was fuflicient, in the prefent difpofition of
men’s minds, to diffolve the feeming harmony
between the parties ; and had the intentions of the
leaders been ever fo amicable, they would have
found it difficult to reftrain the animofity of their
followers. One of the king’s retinue infulted one
of the earl of Warwic’s: Their companions on both
fides took part in the quarrel : A fierce combat en-
fued: The earl apprehended his life to be aimed at :
He fled to his government of Calais; and both
parties in every county of England, openly made
preparations for deciding the contelt by war and
Arins.

Tuz earl of Salifbury, marching to join the duke
of York, way overtaken ac Blore-heath, on the
borders of Staflordfhire, by lord Audley, who com-
manded mpch foperior forces; and a fmall rivulet

? Fabian @Bhron. anno 1458. The author fays, that fome
lowds brougnt goo retainers, fome 600, uone lufs than geo.
Ser allo Grafton, p.633.
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with fteep banks ran between the armies.  Salifbury
here fupplied his defe@ in numbers by ftratagem ; a
refinement, of which there occur few inftances in
the Englith civil wars, where a headlong courage,
more than military condudl, is commonly to be re-
marked. He feigne.l a retreat, and allored Audley
to follow him with precipitation : But when the
van of the royal army hiad patled the brook, Sa.
lifbury fuddenly turned upon them ; and partly by
the furprife, parily by the divifion, of the enemies’
forces, put this body to rout: The example of
flight was followed by the reft of the army: And
Salifbury, obtaining a complete viflory, reached the
general rendezvous of the Yorkilts at Ludlow .

Tue earl of Warwic brought over to this ren.
dezvous a choice body of veterans from Calais, on
whom it was thought tlie fortune of the war would
much depend; but this reinforcement occafioned,
in the iflue, the immediate ruin of the duke of
York’s partv.  When the royal army approached,
and a general aétion was every hour expeted, Sir
Andrew Trollup, who commanded the veterans,
deferted to the king in the night-time; and the
Yorkifts were fo difinayed at this inftance of trea.
chery, which made every man fufpicious of his
fellow, that they feparated next day without ftrik.
ing a firoker: The duke fled to Ireland: The
eart of Warwic, auended by many of the other
leaders, efcaped to Calais; where his great popu-
larity among ull orders of men, particularly among
the military, foon drew to him partifans, and ren-
dered his power very forniidable. The friends of
the houle of York, in England, kept themfelves
every where in readinefs to rife on the firft fim.
mons from their leaders. '

AFTER meeting with fome fuccefler at fea, War.

wic landed in Kent, with the earl of Safitbury, and

9 Hoilingfhed, p. 649.  Graftow, p. 036,  * Hollingfhed,
p. 850, Grntton, po 537,

. ' the
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the earl of Marche, eldeft fon of the duke of York s

and being met by the primate, by lord Cobham, _ ,

and other perfons of diftin&ion, he marched, amidfk
the acclamations of the pcepls, 1o London. The
city immediately opened its gates to him ; and his
‘troops encreafing on cvery day’s march, he foon
found himfelf in a condition to face the royal army,
which haftened from Coventry to attack him. The
battle was fought at MNorthampton ; and was foon
decided againft the royalifts by the infidelity of lord
Grey of Ruthin, who, commanding Heury’s van,
deferted to the cnemy during the heat of ation,
‘and fpread a confterpation through the troops. The
duke of Buckingham, the earl of Shrew(bury, the
lords Beaumont aund Egremiont, and Sir William
Lucie, were killed in the aflion or purfuit: The
flaughter fell chiefly on the gentry and nobility 5 the
common people were {pared by orders of the earls
of Warwic and Marche®, Henry himfelf, that
empty fhadow of a king, was again taken priloner ;
and as the innocence and fimplicity of his manners,
which bore the appearance of fanétity, had pro-
cured him the tender regard of the people ¢, the earl

Battls of
Morthamp-
ton.

1oth July.

v

of Warwic and the other leaders took care to dif-

tinguith themfelves by their refpectful demeanour
towards him,

A parpiamentT was {ummoned in the king’s
name, and met at Weltminfter, where the duke
{oon after appeared from Ireland. This prince had
never hitherto advanced openly any claim to the
crown : "He had only complained of ill minitters,
and-demanded a redrefs of grievances: And even,
in the prefent’ crifts, wheu the parliament was fur-
rounded by his vi¢torious army, he fhewed fuch 2
regard to law 2und liberty, as is unufoal during the
prevalence of a party in any civil diffeniions ; and
was ftill 1%s to be expefied in thole violent and K-

A}

* Stowe, p. 4c4. <"Hall, fol. 169. Grafton, p. 195,
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centiobis times. He advanced towards the throne’
and being et by the archbifhop 'of Canterbury,
who atked him, whether he had yet paid his refpeéts
to the king ? he replied, that he knew of none to
whom he owed that title. He then ftood near the
throne®, and addrefling himfelf to the houfe of
peers, he gave them a dedu&@ion of his title by
defcent, mentioned the cruelties by which the houfe
of Larcafter had paved their way to fovereign
power, infifted on the calamities which had attended
the government of Henry, exhorted them to re.
turn into the right path, by doing juftice to the
lineal fucceffor, and thus pleaded his caufe before
them as his natural and legal judges¥. This cool
and moderate manner of demanding a crown, inti-
midated his friends and encouraged his enemies :
The lords remained in fufpenfe * ; and no one ven-
tured to utter a word on the occafioh. Richard,
who had probably expefted that the peers would
have invited him to place himlelf on the throne,
was much difappointed at their filence ; but defiring
them to refleét on what he had propoled to.them,
he departed the houfe. The peers took the matter
into confideration, with as much tranquillity as if -
it had been 2 common fubjet of debate : They de-
fired the afliflance of fome confiderable members
amony the commons in their deliberations: They
heard, in levergl fucceflive days, the reafons alleged
for the duke of York : They cven ventured to pro-
pole objettions to his claim, founded on [ormer en-
tails of the crown, and on the oaths of fealty fworn
to the houfe of Lancafter ¥ : ‘They alfo obferved,
that, as Richard had all along borde the arms of
York, not thofe of Clarence, he could not claim as
fuccetlor to the latter family: And after receiving
anfwers to thefe objeftions, derived fiom the vio-
lence and power by which the houfe & Lancafter

@ Hollingfhed, p. 633, v C(Jlts;n,’p. 665. Grafton, p. 043,
= Holting thed, 1. 657, Grafton, po 6435, 7 Cottony p. GC0.
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Jupported their prefent poffeffion of the crown, they ¢ 1 A b,

proceeded to give a decifion. Their fentence was
calculated, as far as poffible, to pleafe both parties :
They declared the title of the duke of York to be
certain and indefeafible ; but in confideration that
Henry had enjoyed the crown, without difpute or
controverfy, during the courfe of thirty-eight years,
they determined, that he fhould continue to poffefs
the title and dignity during the remainder of his
life; that the adminifiraton of the government,
meanwhile, thould remain with Richard; that he
thould be acknowledged the truc and lawful heir of
the monarchy 3 that every one fhould [wear to main-
tain Lis fucceflion, and it fhould be treafon to at-
tempt his life; and that all former lettlements of
the crown, in this and the two laft reigns, fhould
be abrogated and refcinded®. The duke acquiefced
in this decifion : Henry himfelf, being a priloner,
could not oppofe it : Even if he had enjoyed his li-
berty, he would not probably have felt any violent
relo@ance againft it : And the aét thus pafled with
the unanimous confent of the whole legiflative body.
Though the mildnefs of this compromife is chiefly
10 be aicribed to the moderation of the duke of
York, it i3 impoflible not to obferve in thofe tranf.
actions vifible marks of a higher rcgard to law, and
of 2 more fixed authority, enjoyed by parliament,
than has appeared in any former period of Eaglith
hiltory.

Ir is probable that the duke, without employ.
ing either menaces or violence, could have ob-
tained from the commons a icttlement more con-
fiftent und untform : But as many, if not all the
members of the upper houfe ko i reccived grants,
conceffions, o1 dignudies, during it.e lalt fisty years,
when the houfe of Lancafter way puflefled of the
governmen”; they were afraid of invalidating their

A}
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of that famnily ; and in thus temporifing between
the parties, they fixed the throne on a bafis upon
which it could not poffibly ftand. The duke, ap-
prehending his chief danger to arife from the genius
and fpirit of queen Margaret, fought a pretence for
banithing her the kingdom: He fent her, in the
king’s name, a fummons to come immediately to
London j intending, in cafe of her difobedience, to
procced to extremities againit ber.  But the queen
nceded pot this menace to excite her afivity in de-
fending the rights of her family. Afier the deféatat
Northampton, the fled with her infant fon to Dur-
ham, thence 1o Scotland ; but foon returning, the
applied to the northern barons, and employed every

-motive to procire their affiftance. Her affability,

infinuation, and addrefs, qualities in which fhe ex-
cclied ; her carefes, her promiles, wrought a pow-
erful cffcét on every one who approached her: The
admiration of her great qualities was fucceeded by
compaflion towards her helplefs condition: The
nobility of that quarter, who regarded themfelves ay
the moft warlike in'the kingdom, vrere-moved by
indignation to find the {outhern barons pretend. to
difpofe of the crown and fertle, the government
And that they might allure the people to;their
ftandard,ihey promied them the fpoils of all the pro-
vinces on the other fide of the frgnt. By thefe
meant, the queen had colle@ed an army rwenty thone
land firong, with a celerity Which was neither expet-
«d by hicr friends, nor apprehended by her enemies.

. Fre duke of Yoik, informed of her appearance
i the north, haflened thither with % body of zcoo
men, to fupprefs, as Le ipagined, the beginnings
of wn infurie8icn ; when, on his arrival it Wake-

ficld, hefound himfelf fo much outnymbered by

Cthewnimy, | He threw himfelf into Sandal caille,

which was fituated in the neighbourhood; aud he

was adviled by. the earl &f Salifbury, and other
‘ prudent
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prudent counfellors, to remain in that fortrefs, till
his fon, the ear] of Marche, who was levying forces
in the borders of Wales, could advance to his
affiffance®.  But the duke, though deficient in
political courage, poffeffed perfonal bravery in an
eminent degree; and notwithftanding his wildom
and experience, he thought that he fhould be for
ever difgraced, if, by taking thelter behind walls,
he fhould for a moment refign the viftory to a
woman. He defcended into the plain, and offered
battle to the enemy, which was in(tantly accepted.
The great inequality of numbers was [ufficient alone
to decide the vi€tory; but the queen, by fending
a detachment, who fell on the back of the duke’s
army, rendered her advantage {till more certain and
undifputed. The duke himfelf was killed in. the
aftion; and as his body was found among the
flain, the head was cut off by Margaret’s orders,
and fixed on the gates of Yorl, with a paper crown
upon it, in derifion of his pretended itle, His fon,
the earl of Rutland, 2 youth of feventeen, was
brought to lord Clifford; and that baibarian, in
revenge of his father’s death, who had perithed in
the battle of St. Albans, murdered in cool blood,
and with his own hands, this innocent prince, whofe
exterior figure, as well as other accomplithments,
are reprelented by hiftorians as extremely amiable.
The earl of Salifbury was wounded and taken pri-
foner, and immediately beheaded, with feveral other
perfons of diftin€tion, by marrial law at Pomfret ®.
There fell near three thoufand Yorkills in this
battle : The duke himlelf was greatly and jultly la-
mented by his dbwn party ; a prince who merited a
better fate, and wholfe errors in condu( proceeded
entirely from fuch qualities as render hiwnn the more
an objet of efteem and affeion. Ile perithed in
the ﬁthieth year of his age, and left three fons, Ed-

L]
 Stowe, p. 412 ® Polyd. Virg. ». 5:0.
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ward, George, and Richard, with three daughters,
Anne, Elizabeth, and Margaret.

THE queen, after this important viftory, divided
her army. She fent the fnaller divifion, under
Jalper Tudor, earl of Pewbroke, half brother to
the king, againft Edward, the new duke of York,
She herlelf marched with the larger divifion to-
wards London, where the earl of Warwic had been
left with the command of the Yorkifts. Pembroke
was defeated by Tdward at Mortimer’s Crofs in
Flerefordfhire, with the lofs of near 4000 men : Fis
army was difperfed 5 he himfelf efcaped by flight ;
but his father, fir Owen Tudor, was taken pri.
foncr, and immediatcly beheaded by Edward’s or-
ders. This barbarous pradlice, being once begun,
was continued by both parties, from a fpirit of re-
venge, which covered itfelf under the pretence of
reraliation ©.

MarearzrT compenlated this defeat by a viltory
which fhe obtained over theearl of Warwic, That
nebleman, on the approach of the Lancafllrians, led
out his army, reinforced by a firong Dbady of the
Londoners, who were affectionate to his caufe; and
he gave battle to the queen at St. Albans.  While
the armies were warmly engaged, Lovelace, who
commanded a confiderable body of the Yorkifts,
withdrew {rom the combat; and this treacherovs
vondudr, of which there are many inftances in thefc
civil wars, decided the viclory in favour of the queen.
About 2300 of the vanquithed perithed in the batile
and puifuit; and the perfon of the king fell again
into the handsof his own party. This weak prince was
ture to be almoft equally u prifoner which ever fuction
had thekeeping of him ; and {carcely any more de-
corum was oblerved by one than by the other, in
their method of treating hime  Lord Bonville, to

~whofe care he had been entrufled by %he Yorkifts,

* Thullingfhed, p. 660, Grafton, p. G50,
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remained with him after the defeat, on aflurances
of pardon given him by Henry : But Margarer, re-

ardlefs of her hufband’s promile, immediately or~
dered the head of that nobleman to be ftruck off by
the executioner ®.  Sir Thomas Kiriel, a brave war-
rior, who had fignalifed himfelf in the ¥rench wars,
was treated in the fame manner.

Thi queen made no great advantage of this vie-
tory : Young Edward advanced upon her from the
other fide ; and collecting the remains of Warwic’s
army, was foon in a condition ol giving her battle
with {uperior forces. She was {enfible of ber danger,
while fhe lay between the eneiny and the city of Lon-
don ; and fhe found it neceflary to retreat with her
army to the north®.  Edward entered the capital
amid(t the acclaniations of the citizens, and imme-
diately opcned a new fcene to his party. This prince,
in the bloom of youth, remarkable for the beauty of
his perfon, for his bravery, his activity, his affubility,
and every popular quality, found himfelf fo much
_poffefled of public favour, that, elated with the fpirit

. natural to his uge, he refolved no longer to confine
. himfelf within thofe narrow limits which his fucher
+had prefcribed to himfclf, and which had been iound
iby experience fo prejudicial to his caufe. He deter-
mined to affume the name and dignity of king; to
‘infift openly on his claim ; and thenceforth to treat
the oppofite party as traitors and rebels to his lawiul
authority. But asa national confent, or the appear-
ance of’ it, flill feemed, notwithftanding his plaufible
title, requifite to precede this bold meafure, and as
the aflembling of a parliament might occation too
many delays, and be attended with other mconveni-
encies, he ventured to proceed in a lefs regular man-
ner, and to put it out ol the power of his enemics to
throw obftagles in the way of his clevation.  His
army was ordered to aflemble in St. John’s Fields ;
N
1 Hollingfhed, p. 660. ¢ Ghafion, p. 652.
P2 great
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great numbers of people furrou.ndec.l them; an ha.
rangue was pronounced to this mixed multitude,
futeing forth the title of Edward, and inveighing
againft the tyranny and ufurpation of the rival fa.
mily ; and the people were then afked, whether they
would have Henry of Lancafter for king? They
unanimonfly exclaimed againft the propofal. It was
then demanded, whether they would accept of Ed.
ward, eldeft fon of the late duke of York? They ex.
prefled their affent by loud and joyful acclamations .
A great number of hithops, lords, magiflrates, and
other perfons of diftinction, were next affembled at
Baynard’s caftle, who ratified the popular eleétion ;
and the new king was on the fubfequent day pro.
claimed in London, by the title of Edward IV,

In this manner ended the reign of Henry VI a
monarch who, while in his cradle, had been pro-
claimed king both of France and England, and wha
began Lis life with the molt fplendid profpe@s that
any prince in Europe had cverenjoyed. The revolu-
tion was unhappy for his people, as it was the fource
of civil wars ; but was almolt entirely indifferent to
Henry himfelf, who was utterly incapable of exer-
cifing hisauthority, and who, provided he perfonally
met with good ufage, was equally eafy, as he was
equally enflaved in the hands of his enemies and of
his friends. His weaknefs and his difputed title were
the chief caufes of the public calamities: But whether
his queen, and his minifters, were not alfo guilty of
tome great abules of power, it is not eafy for us at
this diftance of time to determine : There remain
no proofs on record of any conliderable violation of
the laws, except in the aflaffination ‘of the duke of
Glocefter, which was a private erime, formed no
precedent, and was but too much of a piece with
the ufnal ferocity and cruelty of the timfs.

! Stowe, p. 415, Huﬂiu‘gfhcd, pr 65’1. % Grafton, p. 653
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Tre moft remarkable law, which paffed in this € RA P

reign, was that for the due‘elct“tion_ of n}embers of L 20 4
parliament in counties. After the fall of the feudal s
{yftem,the diftin€tion of tenures was in foine meafure N e -
loft ; and every freeholder, as well thofe who held of wantaétions
mefne lords, as the immediate tenants of the crown, ,"f;:,','f
were by degrees admitted to give their votes at elec-
tions. This innovation (for fuch it may probably be
clteemed) was indireCtly confirmed by a law of
Henry IV. ", which gave right to fuch a multitude
of eleftors as was the occalion of great diforder. In
the eighth and tenth of this king, therefore, laws
were enatted, limiting the ele€ors to fuch as pof-
{effed forty thillings a year in land, free from all bur-
dens, within the county’. This fum was c¢quivalent
to near twenty pounds a year of our prefent money ;
and it were to be wifhed, that the [pitir, as well as
letter of this law, had been maintained.

THE preamble of the ftatute is remarkable:
¢ Whereas the eleétions of knights have of late, in
“ many counties of Ingland, been made by out-

# rages and exceflive numbers of people, many of
them of fmall fubltance and value, yet pretending
¢ to a right equal to the beft knights and elquires ;
¢ whereby manflaughters, riots, batteries, and divi-
* fions among the gentlemen and other people of
¢ the fame counties, fhall very likely rife and be,
% unlefsdue remedy be provided in this behalf, &c."”
We may learn from thefe expreffions, what an im-
portant matter the eleftion of a member of parlia-
ment was now become in England : That aflembly
was beginning in this period to aflume great autho-
rity : The commons had it much in their power to
enforce the exceution of the laws ; and if they failed
of fuccefs in this pardcular, it proceeded lefs from.
any exorbitant power of the crown, than from the i
centious {pirit of the griftocracy, and perhaps from

A

144

h Statutes at Laree, 7 Heary IV, cap, 15,
PIhide 8 Hemy VIoeap. 9. 1o Heury VI cap. 2.
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CH f p. the rude education of the age, and their own igno-
\ e Tance of the advantages 1efultmu from a requ]ar ad-

Jgbn.

minithation ot ‘uﬁme

Wrnew the duke of York, the earls of Salifbury
and Warwie, fled the kingdom upon the defertion
of their troops, a parliament was {nmmoncd at Co-
ventry in t4tic, by which they were all attainted.
Tlhis parliziment fecms to have becn very irregnlarly
conflituted, and [earccly deferves the name: Info-
much, that an ad palfed in it, * that all fuch
« knight nf any county as were rc.turned by virtue
“ of the king’s Yetters, without @ any other eleQlion,
* thould be valid, and that no fheriff fhould, for
€ returping Lllrm., incur the pendlty of the ﬂtatute
“ of Hcm) Ve All the a&ts of that parliament
warealierwaids revelled 3 ¢ becaule it was unlaw-
“ ﬂuly fummone d and the knights and baions net
“ duly chofens

'Iur parliaments in this reixn, inftead of relaxing
their vigilance againtt the ufurpations of the court of
Rome, “endesvoured to enforce the former ftatutes
enadled for that purpofe. The commons petitioned,

-

that no foreigner flould be capable of any church

j relerment, and that the patron might be allowed to
PrefCut anew NI the non-refidence of any incum.-
bent 7 LJL the Ring eluded thefe petitions.  Pope
Tlartt, wcore Lin a fevere lotter againft the flatute
of “eriu.u; which he calls an abominable law,
tiag would infaliibly damin every one who oblerved
1, ‘Phe cardinal rJF Winchefler was legate ; and
w hewas alfo a kind of prime minifler, and in-
v wnlelw rich from the profics of his cleriea ldmmtxes,
th o purfisment became jealous left he fhould extend
il power 5 amd thcy protelted, that the car-
diax ﬂxaul { ablent Limf:1f in all affairs aad councils

f-
[
—

Petan, p Oy Piratntea ot Ioan f‘t‘,_,g'[-f;evaI cap.1.
MU pesdse B Bt 8 Cdilellion of Ru_orm, vol. 1.
B Gy
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of the king, whenever the pope or fee of Rome was
touched upon °.

PermissioN was given by parliament to export
corn when it was at low prices; wheat at fix fhil-
lings and eight pence a quarter, money of that age ;
barley at three fhillings and four pence®. It ap-
pears from thefe prices, that corn {till remained at
near half its prefent value; though other commo-
dities were much cheaper, The inland commerce
of corn was alfo opened in the eighteenth of the
king, by allowing any collettor of the cuftoms to
grant a licence for carrying it from one county to
another,  The fame year a kind of navigation alt
was propofed with regard to all places within the
Streights ; but the king rejefledit.

Tae firlt inftance of debt contracted upon parlia-
mentary {ecurity occurs in this reign®. The come
mencement of this pernicious praice deferves to be
noted ; a praltice the more likely to become per-
nicious, the more a nation advances in opulence and
credit. "The ruinous effeéts of it are now become
but too apparent, and threaten the very exiftence of
the nation.

° Cottan, p.593. P Statutes at Large, 15 Henry VI
cap. 2. 23 Hemy VI, cap. 6. 4 Cotton, p. G2§.
* Tbid. p. 626. * Ibid, p.593. 634. 638,
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CHAP XIIL
EDWARD 1IV.

Battle of Touton— —Henry efeapes into Scotlande—sm
A parliament—— Battle of Hexham——Henry
token prifoner, and confined in the Tower—-—
Kirg's marriage with the Lady Elizabeth Gray
w——WWarwic difgufted ——Alliance with Burgundy
w——Titfuurrecion in Vorkfbire——— Battle of Ban-
dury——Warwic and Clarence banifhed———War-
wic and Clarcnce return~——-Edward V. expelled
——Henry VL. reftorede—e—Edward IV. returns
w——Battle of Barncly—-—and death of Warwic .
~—— Battle of Tcukefbury, and murder of prince
Edward—— Dcuth of Henry VNI.——Invafion of
France —— Pecec of Pecquigni——Trial and exe-
cution of the duke of Clarence—— Death and cha-
radier of Edward1V.

€7 OUNG Edward, now in his twentieth year,
¥ was of a temper well fitted to make his way’
‘hrough fuch a fcene of war, havoc, and devaftation,
as muft condu& him to the full pofleffion of that
crown, which he claimed from hereditary right, but
which he had afflumed {rom the tumultuary eleftion
alone of his own party. He was bold, ative, en-
terprifing; and his hardnefs of heart and feverity of
charalter rendered him impregnable to all thofe
movennts of compafiion, which might gelax his vi-
gour in the profecution of the molfl blomgy revenges
upon his enemies. The very, cdmmencement of his
reign gave fymptoms ' of his fanguinary difpofition.
. A tradel-
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A tradefman of London, whokept (hop at the fign
of the Crown, having faid thai he would make his
fon heir to the Crown; this harmlels pleafantry vas
interpreted to be fpoken in derifion of Edward’s af-
jumed title ; and he was condemned and exccuted
for the offence®.  Such an att of tyranny was a
proper prelude to the events which enfued. The
feaffold, .as well as the field, inceflantly ftreamed
with the nobleft blood of England, fpilt in the quar-
rel between the two contending families, whofe ani-
mofity was now become implacable.  The people,
divided in their afl=Ctions, tonk diffcrent fymbols of
party : The partifans of the houfe of Lancafter
chofe the red rofe as their murk of diftinétion ; thofe
of York were denowinated from the white; and
thele civil wars were thus known, over Iurope, by
the name of the quarrel between the two rofes.
THE licence, in which queen Margaret had been
obliged to indulge her troops, infuled great terror
and averfion into the city of London, and all the
{fouthern parts of the kingdomn; and as fhe there ex-
pected an obftinate refiftance, fhe had prudently re-
tired northwards among her own partifans. The
fame licence, joined to the zeal of fattion, foon
brought great multitudes to her flandard ; and fhe
was able, in afew days, to affemble an army, fixry
thoufand ftrong, in Yorkfhire. The king and the
ear] of Warwic haftened with an army of forty thou-
fand men, to check her progrefs; and when they
reached Pomfret they dilpatched a body of troops,
under the command of lord Fitzwalter, to fecure the
pallage of Feryybridge over the river Ayre, which
lay between them and the enemy. Firzwalter took
polleflion of the poft affigned him ; but was not
able to maintain it againit lord Clifford, who at-
tacked him, with fuperior numbers. The Yorkilts
were chaled back with great flaughter ; and lord

t Habington in Ksnnet, p. 431, Crafton, p. 791
Fitzwalter
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cu a v Fitzwalter him{elf was {lain in the aétion®, The
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Battie of
Toutan,
soth of
March,

earl of Warwic, dreading the confequences of this
difafler, at a time when a decifive altion was ever
hour expetted, immediately ordered his horfe to be
brought him, which he {labbed before the whole
army ; and, kifling the hile of his fword, {fwore that
he was determined to fhare the fate of the meaneft
foldier " And, to thew the greater fecurity, a pro-
clamation was at the fame time iffued, giving to
every one full liberty to retire; -but menacing the
fevereflt punifhment to thofe who fhould difcover
any fymptoms of cowardicc in the enfuing battle*,
Lord Falconberg was fent to recover the poft which
bad been loft: Iie pafled rhe river fome miles
above Teriybridge, and, falling unexpeétedly on
lord Cliftord, revenged the former difafter by the
defeat of the party and the death of their leader ¥,
Tue hoflile aimics met at Touton; and a fierce
and bloody battle enfued. While the Yorkifts were
advancing to the charge, there happened a great fall
of [now, which driving full in the faces of their ene-
mies, blinded them; and this advantage was im.
proved by a flraragem of lord Falconberg’s.  That
nobleman ordered fome infantry to advance before
the line, and, after having fent a volley of flight
arrows, as they were called, amidit the enemy, im-
mediately to retire.  The Lancaftrians, imagining
that they were gotten within reach of the oppofite
army, difcharged all their arrows, which thus fell
flicre of the Yorkifts®  After the quivers of the
caemy were emptied, Edward advanced his line,
and did exccution with impunity on the difmayed
tancaftrians : The bow, however, was foon laid
afide, and the fword decided the combat, which
wrded in a total victory on the fide of the Yorkifts.

* W, Wyrceler, po 499, Hall, fol. 186+ Hollingfhed,
P60 Vahiugton, p.g32. . * Hollingthed, p. 664,
¥ Uik Goylocontin, p. 532, . 2 Hall, foll 186,
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[dward ifiued orders to give no quarter®.  The
routcd army was puitfued to Tadcalter with great
bloodfhed and confufion; and above thirty-fix thou-
fand men are computed o have fallen in the batile
and purfuit *:  Among thefe were the carl of Welft.
moreland, and his brother, fir John MNewvil, the carl
of Northumbetland, the lords Dacres and Welles,
and fir Andiew Trollop®. The carl cf Devonfhire,
wlio was now engaged inflenry’s party, was brought
a prifoner to Edward; and was, foon after, beheaded
by martial Taw ar York, His head was fized on a
pole ere@ed over a gate of that city; and the head
of duke Richard, and that of the carl of Salilbury,
were taien down, and buied with their bodies,
Jlenry aud Margaret had 1cwained at York during
the action; but learning the defeat of their aimy,
and being fenfible that no place in England could
now aflord them f{helter, they lled with great pre-
cipitation into Scotland.  “They were accompanied
by the duke of Exeter, who, thcugh he had mar.
ried Ldward’s filler, had taken pair with the Lan-
cafhiians, and by Henry duke of Somerfet, who
had commanded m the unfortunate battle of Tou-
ten, and who was the fon of that nobleman Lilled
i the firlt bartle of St. Albans.

NoTwrrHSTANDING the great animofity which
prevailed betw een the kingdoms, Scotland liad never
excreed itfelf with vigour, to take advantage, cither
of the wais which England canied on with France,
or of the civil cammotions which arole betsiean the
contending fanitics.  Jumes [. more laudably em-
rloved, in civilizing his fubjects, and taming them
ro the falutary yoke of law and jullice, avoided all
hoftilitics with loreign nations; and thougl he feem-
ed intarcfted to mamtain a bulance between FPrance

A Tabington, p. 432, 5 Hollingtied, p. 665, Gt
trmy po 556, Bt Croyl cont. p. 533, e Ilall,
filo o8y, Habingon, po433.
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former kingdom in its greate(t diftrefles, than per-
mitting, and perhaps encouraging, his fubjeds to
enlifl In the Trench fervice. After the murder of
that excellent prince, the minority of his fon and
fucceflor, James 11, and the diftrations incident to
it, retained the Seots in the fame ftate of neutrality;
and the fuperiority, vifibly acquired by France, ren-
dered it then unneceffary for her ally to interpofe in
her defence. But, when the quarrel commenced
between the houfes of York and Lancafter, and be-
came ab{clutely incurable, but by the total extinltion
of one party; James, who had now rifen to man’s
eltate, was tempted to feize the opportuniry, and he
cendeavoured 0 recover thole places which the Eng-
lilh had forwmerly conquered from his anceftors.
Ile laid fiege to the caftle of Roxborough in 1460,
and had provided himfelf with 2 fmall train of ar-
tillery for that enterprife : But his cannon were fo
ill framed, that one of them burlt as he was firing
it, and put an end to his life in the flower of his
age. Ilis fonand fuccefor, James Ul was alloa
minor on his acceflion : The vfual diftraltions en-
fued in the government: The queen-dowager, Anne
of Gueldres, afpired to the regency : The family of
Douglas oppofed her pretenfions : And queen Mar- .
garet, when fhe fled into Scotland, found there a
people Jittie lefs divided by faction than thofe by
whom fhe had been expelled. Though fhe pleaded
the connexions between the royal family of Scotland
and the houfe of Lancafter, by the young king’s
grandmother, a daughter of the ear] of Somerfet ;
e could engage the Scottith council to go no far.
ther than to exprefs their good withes in her favour ;
But, on her offer to deliver to them immediately
the important fortrefs of Berwic, and to contrat her
fon in marriage with a f{ffer of king James, (he
found a better reception ; and the Scots promifed
the
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the affiftance of their arms to reinftate her family
upon the throne?. But as the danger from that
quarter feemed not very urgent to Edward, he did
not purfue the fugitive king and queen into their
retreat ; but returned to London, where a parlia-
ment was fummoned for {ettling the government.
On the meeting of this affembly, Edward found
the good effects of his vigorous meafure in affuming
the crown, as well as of his vitory at Touton, by
which he had fecured it : "The parliament no longer
hefitated hetween the two families, or propoled any
of thofe ambiguous decifions, which could only ferve
to perpetuate and inflame the animofities of party.
They recognized the title of Edward, by hereditary
defcent, through the family of Mortimer ; and de..
clared that he was king by right, from the death of
his father, who had alfo the fame lawful title ; and
that he was in poffeffion of the crown from the day
that he aflumed the government, tendered to him
by the acclamations of the people®. They ex.
prefled their abhorrence of the ufurpation and in-
trufion of the houfe of Lancalter, particularly that
of the earl of Derby, otherwife called Henry IV,
which, they faid, had been attended with every
kind of diforder, the murder. of the fovereizn and
the oppreflion of the fubje¢t. They annulled every
rant which had paffed in thofe reigns; they rein-
ﬁated the king in all the pofleflions which had be-
longed to the crown at the pretended depofition of
Richard 1L and though they confirmed judicial
deeds, and the decrees of inferior courts, they re-
verfed all attainders pafled in any pretended parlia-
ment; particulatly the attainder of the earl of Cam-
bridge, the king’s grandfather; as well as that of
the earls of Salifbury and Glocetter, and of lord
Lumley, who had been forfeited for adhering to
Richard II°,

1 Hall, fol. 137. Habington, p. 424 ® Catten, p. 670,
f Cotton, p. 672. Statutes at Large, 1 Elw, 1V, cap. 1.
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Mawvy of thele votes were the refult of the ufyg]
violence of party : The common fenle of manking,
in more peaceable times, repealed them: And the
ftatutes of the houle of Lancalter, being the deeds
of an eftablifhed government, and enacted by princes
long poflefled ot authority, liave always been held
as valid and obligatory. The parliament, however,
in fubverting fuch deep foundations, bad fHill the
pretence of replacing the governnent on its ancient
and natural bafis: But, in their fublequent mea.
fures, they were more guided by revenge, at lealt
by the views of convenience, than by the maxims of
equity and juftice. They paffed an act of {oifeiture
and atainder againft Henry VI and queen Mar-
garet, and their infant fon, prince Edward: The
fame at was extended to the dukes of Somerfet
and Exeter ; to the earls of Northumberland, De.
vonfhire, Pembroke, Wilts ; to the vifcount Beau-
mont; the lords Roos, Nevil, Clifford, Welles,
Dacre, Gray of Rugewont, Hungerford ; to Alex-
ander Hedie, Nicholas Latimer, Edmond Mount.
fort, John Iieron, and many other perfons of
diftinétion®. The parliament velted the eitates of
all thefe attainted perfons inthe crown ; though their
fole crime was the adhering to a prince, whom every
individual of the parliament had long recognifed,
and whom that very king himfelf, who was now
feated on the throne, had acknowledged and obeyed
as his law ful fovereign.

"T're neeeflity of lupporting the government efta-
blifhed will more fully juftity fome other afls of
violence ; though the method of condu®ing them
may Rill appear exceptionable.  John ‘earl of Oxford,
and his [on Aubrey de Vere, were dete@led in a cor-
relpondence with Margatet, were tried by martial
law bLefore the conflable, were condemned and ex.

€ Cotton, p. 670, W, Wireelter, p. 4g0.
ecuted.
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ecuted”.  Sir William Tyrrel, fir Thomas "Tuden- ¢ HA P.

ham, and John Montgomery, were convicted in the
fame arbitrary court, were executed, and their
eftates forfeited. This introduétion of martial law
into civil government was a high ftrain of preroga-
tive, whu.h, were it not for the violence of the
times, would probably have appeared exceptionable
to a nation [o ]ealouq of their liberties as the Inglith
were now become '. It was impofiible but f{uch a
great and {udden revolution muft leave the roots of
difcontent and diffatisfaltion in the fubje&, which
would require great art, or in lieu of it, great vio-
lence, to extirpate tht:m. The latter was more fuit-
able to the genius of the nation in that uncultivated
age.

Bur the new eftablifhment flill feemed precarious
and uncertain ; not only from the domeftic dilcon-
tents of the people, but from the efforts of foreign
powers. Lewis, the eleventh of the name, had fuc.
ceeded to his father Charles in 1460 and was
led, from the obvious motives of national intereft,
to feed tlie flames of civil difcord among fuch danger-
ous neigl:_.’bom's, by giving fupport to the weaker
party., But the intriguing and politic genius of this
prince was here checked by i:felf: Having attempt-
ed to fubdue the independent {pirit of his own val-
fals, he had excited fuch an oppofition at home, as
prevented him from making all the advantare which
the opportunity aftorded, of the diffehfions among
the Englith. He fent, howcvcr, a fmall body to
Henry’s alliftance under Varenne, fenelchal of
Nermandy * 3 who landed in Norchumbertand, and
got pofleflion of the caltle of Aluewic : But as the
indelatigable Margaret went in perfon o France,
where {he [olicited larger fupplies and promited
Lewis to deliver up Calais it her family [hould

" W. de Wyicefter, p.ygz. Hull fol. 189, Grufion, p. 658,
Fabiau, fol. 213, 1‘-1431'1. ad finemn T, Sorotd,

t See note [H ] at the end of the volum,

k Monftrelet, vol. iii. p. _)

hy

P p---J

14614



424

HISTORY OF ENGLAND,

¢ H a P by his means be reftored to the throne of England,

XYL
St ot o vmarad

3464,

»

25th April.

Battle of
Hexham.
agth May.

he was induced to fend along with her a body of
2000 men at arms, which enabled her to take the
field, and to make an inroad into Ingland. Though
¥ ‘inforced by 2 numerous train of adventurers from
Scotland, and by many partilans of the family of
Lancafter; the received a check at Hedgley.more
from lord Montacute, or Montague, brother to the
earl of Warwic, and warden of the eaft marches
between Scotland and England. Montague was (o
encouraged with this fuccefs, that, while a numerous
reinforcement was on their march to join hiw by
orders from Edward, he yet ventured, with Lis own
troops alone, to attack the Lancaftrians at Hexham;
and he obtained a complete viCtory over them. The
duke of Somerfet, the lords Roos and Hungerford,
were taken in the purfuit, and immediately be-
headed by martial law at Hexham., Summary juf-
tice was it like manuer executed at Newcaftle on
fir Humphrey Nevil and feveral other gentlemen,
All thofe who were {pared in the field {uffered on
the feaffold; and the utter extermination of their
adverfaries was now become the plain objet of the
York party; a conduct which received but too
plaufible an apology from the preceding practice of
the Lancaftrians.

Tur fate of the unfortunate royal family, after
this defeat, was fingular. Margaret, flying with her
fon into a forelt, where {lie endeavoured to conceal
herlelf, was befet, during the darknefs of the night,
by robbers, who, cither ignorant ox regavdlefs of her
quality, delpoiled her of her rings and jewels, and
treated her with the utmoft indignity. The parti-
tion of this rich booty raifed a quarrel among them ;
and while their attention was thus Iengaged,fhe took
the opportunity of making her efcape with her fon,
into the thickelt of the forelt, where fhe wandered
for fome time, overfpent with hunger and fatigue,
and funk with terror and affliCtion,  While in this

wretched
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wretched condition, fhe faw a robber approach with ¢ H A p.
his naked {word ; and finding that fhe had no means | xxu. |
of efcape, the fuddenly embraced the refolution of — a464.
trufting entirely for protection to his faith and gene.
rofity. She advanced towards him ; and prefenting
to him the young prince, called out to him, Here,
my friend, I commit to your care the fafety of your
king’s fon. The man, whofe humanity and gene.
rous Ipirit had been obfcured, not entirely loft, by
his vicious courfe of life, was ftruck with the fingu.
larity of the event, was charmed with the confidence
repoled in him; and vowed not only to abftain
from all ‘injury againft the princefs, but to devote
himfelf entirely to her fervice!. By his means fhe
dwelt fome time concealed in the foreft, and was at
laft conduéted to the fea-coaft, whence fhe made her
elcape into Flanders. She paffed thence into her fa.
ther’s court, where [he lived feveral yearsin privacy
and retitement, Her hufband was not fo fortunate
or fo dexterous in finding the means of efcape.
Some of his friends took him under their protec.
tion, and conveyed him into Lancafhire ; where he
remained concealed during a twelvemonth ; but he
was at laft dete€ted, delivered up to Edward, and
thrown into the Tower ™. The fafety of his perfon
was owing lels to the generofity of his enemies, than
to the contempt which they had entertained of his
courage and his underftanding.

Tre imprifonment of Henry, the expulfion of
Margaret, the execution and confifcation of all the
moft eminent Lancaftrians, feemed to give full fe.
curity to Edward’s government; whofe title by
blood being now recognifed by parliament, and
univerfally fubmitted to by the people, was no
longer in danger of being impeached by any anta.
gonift. In this profperous fituation, the king deli.

I Moultrelet, vdl. iii. p. 96.
m Hall, fol. 191, ¥Fragm. ad finem Sprotui.
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fures which his vouth, his high fortune, and his na.
tural temper invited him to enjoy; and the cares of
royalty were lefs attended to, than the diffipation of
amufement or the allurements of paffion. The
cruel and unrelenting {pirit of Edward, though
enured to the ferocity of civil wars, was at the fame
time extremely devoted to the fofter paffions, which,
without mitigating his fevere temper, maintained a
grear influence over him, and fhared his attachment
with the purfuits of ambition and the thirft of mi.
litary glory, During the prefent interval of peace,
he lived in the moft familiar and fociable rhanner
with ltis fubjeéts ", particularly with the Londoners ;
and the beauty of his perfon, as well as the gallantry
of his addrefs, which, even unaffifted by his royal
dignity, would have rendered him acceptable to the
fair, tacilitated all his applications for their favour,
'This ealy and pleafurable courle of life augmented
every day his popularity among all ranks of men:
e was the peculiar {avourite of the young and gay
of both fexes. The difpofition of the Englifh, lit.
tle addicted to jealouly, kept them from taking um-
brage at thele liberties: And bhis indulgence in
amulements, while it gratified his inclination, was
thus become, without defign, a means of fupporting
and fecuring his government. But as it is dit-
ficult to confine the ruling paffion within ftrict rules
of prudence, the amorous temper of Edward led
him into a [nare, which proved fatal to his repofe,
and to the ftability of his throne.

Jaquerive of Luxembourg, dutchefs of Bed-
ford, had, after her hufband’s death, fo far facri-
ficed her ambition to love, that fhe efpouled, in fe-
cond marriage, fir Richard Woodeville, a private
gentleman, to whom fhe bore feveral children ; and
among the reft, Xlizabeth, who was remarkable for

® Polyd. Vitg. p. 513,  Biondi
] the
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the grace and beauty of her perfon, as well as for CH A P

XX

other amiable accomplithments. This young lady s

had married fir John Gray of Groby, by whom the
had children ; and her hufband being flain in the fe-
cond battle of St. Albans, fighting on the fide of
Lancafter, and his eftate being for that reafon cony-
filcated, his widow retired to live with her father, at
his feat of Grafton in Northamptonfhire. The king
came accidentally to the houfe after a hunting party,
in order to pay a vifit to the dutchefs of Bedford;
and as the occafion feemed favourable for obtaining
fome grace from this gallant monarch, the young
widow flung herfelf at his feet, and with many tears
entreated him to take pity on her impoverifhed and
diftreffed children. The fight of fo much beauty in
afflition flrongly affefted the amorous Edward;
love ftole infenfibly into his heart under the guife of
compaflion ; and her forrow, fo becoming a virtuous
matron, made his efteem and regard quickly corre-
fpond to his affection. He raifed her from the ground
with affurances of favour; he found his paflion in=
creafe every moment by the converfation of the ami-
able obje¢t ; and he was {oon reduced, in his turn,

to the pofture and ftyle of a fupplicant at the feet of
Elizabeth. But the lady, either averfe to difhonour~
able love from a fenle of duty, or perceiving that
the impreflion which fhe had made, was fo deep ag
to give her hopes of obtaining the highelt.elevation,

obftigately refufed to gratify his paffion ; and all the
endearments, careffes, and importunities of the

young and amiable Edward, proved fruitlefs againft
her rigid and inflexible virtue. His paflion, irri-
tated by oppofition, and increafed by his vencration
for fuch honourable {entiments, carried him at laft
‘beyond all bounds of reafon ; and he offered to fhare
his throne, as well as his heart, with the woman,
whofe beauty of perfon and dignity of charalter

feemed fo well to engitle her to both. The mariiage

'Q‘Q was
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was privately celebrated at Grafton®. The fecret
was carefully kept for fome time : No one fufpected,
that fo libertine a prin¢e gould facrifice fo much to
a romantic paffion: And there were in particular
ftrong reafons, which at that time rendered this ftep
to the higheft degree dangerous and imprudent.

Twue king, defirous to fecure his throne, as well
by the profpeét of iffue, as by foreign alliances, had,
a little before, determined to make application to
fome neighbouring princefs; and he had caft hiseye
on Bona of Savoy, fifter of the queen of France,
who, he hoped, would, by her arriage, enfure
him the friendfhip of that power, which was alone
both able and inclined to give fupport and affiftance
to his rival. To render the negociation more fuc-
cefsful, the earl of Warwic had been dilpatched to
Paris, where the princels then refided ; he had de.
manded Bona in marriage for the king; his pro.
pofals had been accepted ; the treaty was fully
concluded ; and nothing remained but the ratifica.
tion of the terms agreed on, and the bringing over
the princels to England®. But when the fecret of
Edward’s marriage broke out, the haughty earl,
deeming him(elf affronted, both by being employed
in this fruitlefs negociation, and by being kept 2
firanger to the king’s intentions, who had owed
every thing to his friendfhip, immediately returned
to England, inflamed with rage and indignation.
'The influence of paflion over fo young'a man as
Edward might have ferved as an excufe for his im-
prudent conduét, had he deigned to acknowledge his
error, or had pleaded his weaknefs as an apology:
But his faulty thame or pride prevented him from lo
much as mentioning the matter to Warwic; and that
nobleman was allowed to depart the court, full of
the [ame ill-humourand difcontent v hich he brought
to it. -

* 0, folo 193, Fabian, fol. 216. » Hall, fol. 153,

Habington, p. 437, Holingihed, p. €67, Grafton, p, 665
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Every incident now tended to widen the breach
between the king and this powerful fubjeét. The
queen, who loft not her influence by marriage, was
equally folicitous to draw every grace and favour to
her own friends and kindred, and to exclude thofe
of the earl, whom the regarded as her mortal enemy.
Her father was created earl of Rivers: He was
made treafurer in the room of lord Mountjoy?: He
was invelted in the office of conftable for life; and
his fon received the furvivance of that high dignity".
The fame young nobleman was married to the only
daughter of lord Scales, enjoyed the great eftate of
that family, and had the title of Scales conferred
upon him. Catharine, the queen’s fifter, was mar-
ried to the young duke of Buckingham, who was a
ward of the crown*: Mary, another of her filters,
efpoufed William Herbert, created earl of Hunt-
ingdon: Ann, a third filter, was given in marriage
to the fon and heir of Gray, lord Ruthyn, created
earl of Kent'. The daughter and heir of the duke
of Exeter, who was allo the king’s niece, was
rontracted to fir Thomas Gray, one of the queen’s
fons by her former hufband ; and as lord Montague
was treating of a marriage between his fon and this
lady, the preference given to young Gray was
deemed an injury and aflront to the whole family
of Nevil.

Tue earl of Warwic could not fuffer with pa-
tience the leaft diminution of that tredit which he
had long enjoyed, and which he thought he had
merited by fuch important fervices. Though he
had received {fo many grants from the crown, that
the revenue arifing from them amounted, be-
fides his patrimonial eftate, to 80,000 crowns a-year,
according to the computation of Philip de Co-
mines®; his ambitious fpirit was ftill diffatisfied, fo

8 W. Wyrceller, p. 5¢5. r Rymer, vol. xi, p. 581.
* W, Wryreelter, p. 505. * 1bid, p. 506,
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long as he faw others furpafs him in authority and
influence with the king”. Edward alfo, jealous of
that power which bad {upported him, and which he
himfelf had contributed ftill higher to exalt, was
well pleafed to raife up rivals in credit to the earl
of Warwic ; and he juftified, by this political view,
his extreme partiality to the queen’s kindred. But
the nobility of England, envying the fudden growth
of the Woodevilles*, were more inclined to take
part with Warwic’s difcontent, to whofe gran.
deur they were already accuftomed, and who had
reconciled them to his {uperiority by his gracious
and popular manners. And as Edward obtained
from parliament a general refumption of all grants
which he had made fince his acceffion, and which
had extremely impoverifhed the crown 7’ ; this adt,
though it paffed with {fome exceptions, particularly
onein favour of the earl of Warwic, gave a general
alarm to the nobility, and difgufted many, even
zealous partifans of the family of York.

BuT the moft confiderable affociate that Warwic
acquired to his party, was George duke of Cla.
rence, the king’s fecond brother. This prince
deemed himfelf no lefs injured than the other gran.
dees, by the uncontrolled influence of the queen
and her relations ; and as his fortunes were {till left
on a precarious footing, while theirs were fully efta.
blifhed, this negleét, joined to his unquiet and reft-
lefs fpirit, inclined him to give countenance to all
the malcontents® The favourable opporrunity of
gaining him was elpied by the earl of Warwic, who
offered him in marriage his eldeft daughter, and
co-heivr of his immenfe fortunes; a fettlement
which, as it was fuperior to any that the king him-
felf could confer upon him, immediately attached
him to the party of the earl®, Thus an extenfive

¥ Tolyd, Virg, p. 514 = Hift. Croyl. cont. p. §39.
¥ W, Wyreciler, p. 508. = Grafton, p. Gy3. P33
* W. Wyrcefter, p. 511, Hall, fol, zco.. Habington, p. 439
Hollingfhed, p. 6710 Polyd. Virg. p. 515, '
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and dangerous combination was infenfibly formed
againft Edward and his miniftry. Though the
immediate objeft of the malcontents was not to
overturn the throne, it was difficult to forelee the
_ extremities to which they might be carried : And
as oppofition to government was ufually in thofe
ages profecuted by force of arms, civil convulfions
and diforders were likely to be foon the refult of
thefe intrigues and confederacies,

WaiLe this cloud was gathering at home, Ed-
ward carried his views abroad, and endeavoured to
fecure himfelf againft his factious nobility by enter-
ing into foreign alliances. The dark and dan-
gerous ambition of Lewis XI. the more it was
known, the greater alarm it excited among his
neighbours and vaffals ; and as it was [upported by

reat abilities, and unrefltrained by any principle of
aith or humanity, they found no fecurity to them-
felves but by a jealous combination againft him.
Philip duke of Burgundy was now dead : His rich
and extenfive dominions were devolved to Charles
his only fon, whofe martial difpofition acquired him
the firname of Bold, and whofe ambition, more
outrageous than that of Lewis, but feconded by lefs
power and policy, was regarded with a more favour-
able eye by the other potentates of Europe. The
oppofition of interefts, and flill more, 2 natural
antipathy of charater, produced a declared animo-
fity between thefe bad princes; and Edward was
thus fecure of the fincere attachment of either of
them, for whom he fhould chufe to declare himfelf.
The duke of Burgundy being defcended by his
mother, a daughter of Portugal, from John of
Gaunt, was naturally inclined to favour the houfe
of Lancalter ®: But this confideration was eafily
overbalanced by political motives ; and Charles,
perceiving the interefls of that houfe to be extremely

© * Comines, liv. iil. chap. 4. 6.
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in his name propofals of marriage to Margaret the
king’s fiter. The alliance of Burgundy was moré
popular among the Englith than that of France;
the commercial interefts of the rwo nations invited
the princes toa clofe union ; their common jealoufy
of Lewis was a natural cement between them ; and
Edward, pleafed with ftrengthening himfelf by fo
potent a confederate, foon concluded the alliance,
and beftowed his fifter upon Charles®. A léague
which Edward at the fame time concluded with the
duke of Britanny, feemed both to increale his fecu-
rity, and to open to him the profped of rivaling
his predeceffors in thofe foreign conquefts, which,
however fhort-lived and unprofitable, had rendered
their reigns fo popular and illuftrious “

BuT whatever ambitious fchemes the king might
have built on thefe alliances, they were foon fruf-
trated by inteftine commotions, which engroffed all
his attention.. Thefe diforders probably arofe not
immediately from the intrigues of the earl of War.
wic, but from accident, aided by the turbulent (pirit
of the age, by the general humour of difcontent
which that popular nobleman had inftilled into the
nation, and perhaps by fome remains of attachment
to the houfe of Lancafter. The hofpital of St.
Leonard’s near York had received, from an ancient
grant of king Athelftane, a right of levying a thrave
of corn upon every plough-land in the county;
and as thefe charitable eflablithments are liable to
abufe, the country people complained that the re-

‘venue of the holpital was no longer expended for

the relief of the poor, but was fecreted by the ma-

nagers, and employed to their private purpofes,

After long repining at the contribution, they refufed

payment.  Ecclefialtical and civil cenfures were
¢ Hall, fol. 169. 197. )

¢ W. Wyreelter, p. 5. Purliament. Hitt. vol. ii. p. 332,
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iffued againft them : Their goods were diftrained,
and their perfons thrown into jail : Till, as their
ill.lhumour daily increafed, they rofe in arms ; fell
upen the officers of the hofpital, whom they put to
the fword ; and proceeded in a body, fifieen thon-
fand ftrong, to the gates of York. Lord Montague,
who commanded in thofe parts, oppofed himfelf to
their progrefs ; and having been fo fortunate in a
fkirmifh as to feize Robert Hulderne their leader,
he ordered him immediately to be led to execution 3
according to the praice of the times. The rebels,
however, ftill continued in arms; and being {oon
headed by men of greater diftintion, fir Henry
Nevil fon of lord Latimer, and fir John Coniers,

they advanced lfouthward, and began to appear .

formidable to government. Herbert earl of Pem-
broke, wha had received that title fon the forfeiture
of Jalper Tudor, was ordered by Edward ro march
again(t them at the head of a body of Welthmen;
and he was joined by five thoufand archers under the
command of Stafford earl of Devonfhire, who had
fucceeded in that title to the family of Courtney,
which had allo been attainted. But a trivial differ-
ence about quarters having begotten an animofity
between thefe two noblemen, the earl of Devonthire
retired with his archers, and left Pembroke alone to
encounter the rebels. The two armies approached
each other near Banbury; and Pembroke, having
prevailed in a fkirmifh, and having taken fir Henry
Nevil prifoner, ordered him immediately to be put
to death, without any form of procefs. This exe-
cution enraged without terrifying the rebels: They
attacked the Wellh army, routed them, put them
to the fword without mercy; and having feized
Pembroke, they took immediate revenge upon him
for the death of their leader. The king, imputing
this misfortune to the earl of Devonthire, who had
deferted Pembroke, ‘ordered him to be executed in
3 like fummary manner. But thele fpeedy execu-

tions,
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tions, or rather open murders, did not ftop there:
"The northern rebels, fending a party to Grafton,
{eized the earl of Rivers and' his fon John; men
who had become obnoxious by their near relation
to the king, and his partiality towards them : And
they were immediately executed by orders from fir
John Coniers*.

Tuere is no part of Englith hiftory fince the
Conqueft fo obfeure, fo uncertain, fo little authentic,
or confiftent, as that of the wars between the two
Rofes: Hifltorians differ about many material cir-
cumftances ; foine events of the utmolt confequence,
in which they almoft all apree, are incredible and
contradi¢ted by records®; and it is remarkable,
that this profound darknefs falls upon us juft on the
eve of the rcftoration of letters, and when the art of
printing was already known in Europe. All we
can diftinguifh with certainty through the deep
cloud which covers that period, is a [cene of horror
and bloodthed, favage manners, arbitrary execu-
tions, and treacherous, dithonourable condué in all
parties. ‘There is no poflibility, for inftance, of
accounting for the views and intentions of the earl
of Warwic at this time. Itis agreed that he refided,
together with his fon-in.law the duke of Clarence,
in his government of Calais, during the commence-
ment of this rebellion; and that his brother Mon-
tague acted with vigour again{t the northern rebels.
‘We may thence prefume, that the infurretion had
not proceeded from the fecret counfels and inftiga-
tion of Warwic; though the murder committed by
the rebels on the earl of Rivers, his capita! enemy,
forms, on the other hand, a violent prefumption
againft him. He and Clarence came over to Eng-
land, offered their fervice to Edward, were received
without any fufpicion, were entrufled by bim in the
higheft commands ¢, and-{till perfevered in their

* Fabian, fol. 217, f Seenore {17 at the end of the vo-
lume. & Rymer, vol. i, p. 617, 649, G50,
fidelity.
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fidelity. Soon after, we find the rebels quieted and
difperfed by a general pardon granted by Edward
from the advice of the ca1l ¢f Warwic: But why fo
courageous a prince, if fecure of Warwic’s fidelity,
fhould have granted a general pardon to men who
had been guilty of fuch violent and petfonal out-
rages againft him, is norintelligible ; nor why that
nobleman, if unfaithlful, fhould have endeavoured
to appeale a rebellion, of which he was able to
.make [uch advantages. But it appears that, after
this infurreftion, there was an interval of peace,
during which the king loaded the family of Nevil
with honours and favours of the higheft nature: He
made lord Montague a marquis by the fame name :
He created his fon George duke of Bedford®: He
publicly declared his intention of warrying that
young nobleman to his eldeft daughter Elizabeth,
who, as he had yet no fons, was prefumptive heir
of the crown: Yet we find that foon after, being
invited to a {eaft by the archbithop of York, a
younger brother of Warwic and Montague, heen-
tertained a fudden fufpicion that they intended to
feize his perfon or to murder him: And he ab-
ruptly left the entertainment ',

Soow after, there broke out another rebellion,
which is as unaccountable as all the preceding
events; chiefly becaule no fufficient reafon 1s affigned
forit, and becaufe, fo far as it appears, the family
of Nevil had no hand in exciting and fomenting it.
It arofe in Lincolnfhire, and was headed by fir Ro-
bert Welles, fon to the lord of that name. The
army of the rebels amounted to 30,000 men; but
lord Welles himfelf, far from giving countenance
to them, fled into a fanétuary, in order to fecire his
perfon again{t the king’s anger or fufpicions. Tl
was allured from this retredt by a promife of fafety ;

» Cotton, p. -c2. ' ! Fragm. Ed. IV. ad fin. Sprotti.
and
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and was foon after, notwith{tanding this affurance>
beheaded along with fir Thomas Dymoc, by orders
from Edward . The king fought a battle with
the rebels, defeated them, took fir Robert Welles
and fir Thomas Launde prifoners, and ordered them
immediately to be beheaded.

Epwarp, during thele tranfaftions, had enter.
tained fo little jealoufy of the earl of Warwic or
duke of Clarence, that lie fent them with commil-
fions of array to levy forces againft the rebels!:
But thefe malcontents, as foon as they left the
court, raifed troops in their own name, iffued de.
clarations againft the government, and complained
of grievances, oppreffions, and bad minilters, The
unexpetted defeat of Welles difconcerted all their
meafures ; and they retired northwards into Lanca.
fhire, where they expected to be joined by lord
Stanley, who had married the earl of Warwic’s
fitter. But as that nobleman refufed all concurrence
with them, and as lord Montague alfo remained
quiet in Yorkthire; they were obliged to difband
their army, and to fly into Devonthire, where they
embarked and made fail towards Calais ",

THE deputy-governor, whom Warwic had left at
Calais, was one Vaucler, a Galcon, who feeing the
¢arl return in this miferable condition, refufed him
admittance; and would not fo much as permit the
duchefs of Clarence to land ; though a few days
before fhe had been delivered on fhip-board of a
fon, and was at that time extremely difordered by
ficknels, With difficulty he would allow a few
flaggons of wine to be carried to the fhip for the

® Hall, fol. 204, Fabian, fol. 213, Habington, p. 442.
Holling fhed, p. 6744 ! Rymer, vol. xi. p. 652,

" The king offered by proclamation a reward of 1000 pounds,
ar 100 pounds a year in land, to any that would feize them.
Whenee we may learn that land was at that time fold for about
ten vedrs purchafe.  See Rymer, vobl i, p. 654.
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ule of the ladies : But as he was 2 man of fagacity,
and well acquainted with the revolutions to which
England was fubjeft, he fecretly apologifed to
Warwic for this appearance of infidelity, and repre-
fented it as proceeding entirely from zeal for his
fervice. He faid, that the fortrefs was ill fupplied
with provifions ; that he could not depend on the
attachment of the garrifon; that the inhabitants,
who lived by the Englith commerce, would certainly
declare for the eftablithed government; that the
place was at prefent unable to refilt the power of
Fngland on the one hand, and that of the duke of
Burgundy on the other; and that, by feeming to
declare for Edward, he would acquire the con-
fidence of that prince, and fiill keep it in his power,
when it fhould become fafe and prudent, to reftore
Calais to its ancient mafter®. It is uncertain
whether Warwic was fatisfied with this apology, or
fulpected a double infidelity in Vaucler; but bhe
teigned to be entirely convinced by him; and hav.
ing feized fome Flemifh veflels which he found
lying off Calais, he immediately made fail towards
France.

Tug king of France, unealy at the clofe con-
junction between Edward and the duke of Bur-
gundy, received with the greatelt demoni!rations of
regard the unfortunate Warwic®, with whom he
had formerly maintained a fecret correfpondence,
and whom he hoped {till to make his inftrument in
overturning the government of England, and re-
eltablifhing the houfe of Lancalter. No animofity
was ever greater than that which had long prevailed
hetween that houle and the earl of Warwice. His
father had been executed by orders from Margare: :
Ile himfelf had twice reduced Hunry to captivity,
bad banifhed the queen, had put to death all their

8 Comines, liv, 1i, chap, . Hall, (vl 223,
¢ Folvd. Virg. p. 319,
i1 moft
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moft zealous partifans either in the field or on the
fcaflold, and had occafioned innumerable ills to
that unhappy family. For this reafen, believing
that fuch inveterate rancour could never admit of
any cordial reconciliation, he had not mentioned
Henry's name, when he tork arms againft Bdward ;
and he rather endeavoured to prevail by means of
his own adherents, than revive a party which he
fincerely hated.  But his prefent diftrefles and the
entreaties of 1.ewis made him bearken fo terms of
accommodation ; and Maigaret being fent for from
Angers, where fhe then refided, an agreement was
from commoninterell foon concluded between them,
It was fipualated, that Warwic fhould efpoufe the
caufe of [enry, aud endeavour to reftore him to
liberty, and to ra eflablith him on the throne; that
the adwinifiration of the governmenr, during the
minority of young kdward, Henry’s fon, fhould be
entrufted conjointly to the carl of Warwic and the
duke of Clarence; that prince Edward fhould
many the lady Anne, fecond daughter of that
nobleman ; and that the crown, in cale of the fail.
ure of wale ifiue in t.ar prince; thould Jefcend to
the duke ol Clarence, o the entire exclufion of king
Edward and his polterity, Never was confederacy,
on all fides, lefs natural, or more evidently the work
of necefl.tv: But Warwic hoped, that ail former
paflions of rhe Lancalirians might be lofi in prefent
political views ; and that at worfl, the independent
pouer of his family, and the allettions of the peo-
ple, would 1uflice to give him fecurity, and enable
him to exat the [ull performance of ail the condi-
tions agreed un.  ‘The marriage of prince Flward
with the lady Awic was immediately ceicbrated in
Yrance.

Epwarn lotefaw that it would be eafy to diffolve
an alliance compofed of fuch difcordant parts. For
this purpole he fent over alady of great fagacity and

addrels,
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addrefs, who belonged to the train of the duchels c 1 4 P,

of Clarence, and who, under colour of attending
her miftrefs, was empowered to negociate with the
duke, and to renew the connexions of that prince
with his own family ®.  She reprefented to Clarence,
that he had unwarily, to his own ruin, become the
inftrument of Warwic’s vengeance, and had thrown
himfelf intirely in the power of his moft inveterate
enemies ; that the mortal injuries which the one
royal family had {uffered [rom the other, were now
paft all forgivenefs, and no imaginary union of
interefts could ever fuffice to obliterate them ; that
even if the leaders were willing to forget paft
offences, the animofity of their adherents would
prevent a fincere cealition of partics, and would,
in fpite of all temporaiy and verbal agreements,
preferve an eternal oppofition of mealures between
them ; and that a prince who deferted his own
kindred, and joined the wurderers of bis {ather, left
himfelf fingle, without {riends. without prote@ion,
and would not, when misfortunes inevitably fell
upon him, be fo much as entitled to any pity or
regard from the reft of mankind, Clarence was
only one and twemy years of age, and feems to
have pofleffed but a flender capacity 5 yet could he
ealily fee the force of thefe reatons; and upon the
promife of forgivenefs from his brother, hé fecretly
engaged, on a fayourable opportunity, to delert the
earl of Warwic, and abandon the Lancaltrian party.

Durine this negociation, Warwic was fecretly
carrying on a correfpondence of the fame nature
with his brother the marquis of Moantague, who
was entirely trufted by Edward ; and like motives
produced a like refolution in that nobleinan.  The
marquis alfo, that he might render the projetted
blow the more deadly and incurable, refolved, on

¢ Comiues, liv. iil. chap. 5. ITall fol. 207, Flollingfhed,
p 635,

his
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his fide, to watch a favourable opportunity for
committing bis perfidy, and ftill to maintain the
appearance of being a zealous adherent to the houfe
of York.

Arrir thefe mutual frares were thus carefully
laid, the decifion of the quarrel advanced apace.
Lewis prepared a fleet to efcort the earl of Warwic,
and granted him a fupply of men ‘and morey®.
The duke of Burgundy, on the other hand, en-
raged at that nobleman for his feizure of the Fle.
mifh veflels before Calais, and anxious to fupport
the reigning family in England, with whom his
own interelts were now conne&ed, fitted out a
larger fleet, with which he guarded the Channel;
and he inceffantly warned his brother-in-law of the
imminent perils to which he was expofed. But
FEdward, though always brave and often aétive, had
little forefight or penetration. He was not fenfible
of his danger: He made no fuitable preparations
againft the earl of Warwic?: He even faid, that
the duke might fpare himfelf the trouble of guard-
mng the feas, and that he wilhed for nothing more
thian to fee Warwic fet feot on Englith ground®.
A vain confidence in bis own prowels, joined to the
immoderate love of pleafure, had made him inca.
pable of all found reafon and refleGtion.

Tur event {oon happened, of which Edward
feemed fo defirous. A f{torm difperfed the Flemifh
navy, and left the fea open to Warwic'. That
nobleman feized the opportunity, and fetting fail,
quickly landed at Dartmouth, with the duke of
Clarence, the earls of Oxford and Pembroke, and
a finall body of troops; while the king was in the
north, engaged in fupprefling an infurretion which
had been raifed by lord Fitz-Hugh, brother-in-law

4 Comines, liv. iii. chap. 4. Hall, fol. 207. r Grafton,
P Gd7. . * Comines, liv. iii, chap, 5. Hall, fol. 208,
* Comines, liv, i, chap. g,

to
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to Warwic. The fcene which enfues refembles more c 1 4 p.
the fiction of a poem or romance than an event in XXk

true hiftory. The prodigious popularity of Warwic ¥,
the zeal of the Lancaftrian party, the fpirit of dif-
content with which many were infeted, and the ge-
neral inftability of the Englifh nation, occafioned by
the late frequent revolutions, drew fuch multitudes
to his ftandard, thatin a very few days his army
amounted to fixty thoufand men, and was continu-
ally increafing. Edward haftened fouthwards to ens
counter him ; and the two armies approached each
other near Nottingham, where a decifive attion was
every hour expe&ted. The rapidity of Warwic’s
progrefs had incapacitated the duke of Clarence from
execuling bis plan of treachery ; and the marquis of
Montague had here the opportunity of ftriking the
firft blow. He communicated the defign to his ad-
herents, who promifed him their concurrence:
They took to arms in the night-time, and haftened
with loud acclamations to Edward’s quarters: The
king was alarmed at the noife,and {tarting from bed,
heard the cry of war ufually employed by the Lan-
caftrian party. Lord Haftings, his chamberlain,
informed him of the danger, and urged him to make
his efcape by fpeedy flight from an army where he
had fo many concealed encmies, and where few
feemed zealoufly attached to his fervice. He had
juft time to get on horfeback, and to hurry with a
{mall retinue to Lynne in NMorfolk, where he luckily
found fome fhips ready, on board of which he in.
flantly embarked *. And after this manner the
earl of Warwic, in no longer fpace than eleven
days after his firlt landing, was left entire mafter of
the kingdom.

1476,

Bur Edward’s danger did not end with his em- Edward1v.
barkation. The Eafterlings or Hanfe-Towns were ©¥elid:

* Hall, fol. 205."
v Comines, liv, iii, chap. 5. Hall, fol, 208,
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then at war both with France and England ; and
fome fhips of thefe people, hovering on the Englith
coalt, efpied the king’s veflels, and gave chale to
them; nor wasit without extreme difficulty that he
made his efcape into the port of Alemaer in Holland,
He had fled from England with {uch precipitation,
that he had carried nothing of value along with him,
and the only reward which he could beltow on the
captain of the veflel that brought him over, wasa

1obe lined with fables; promifing himan ample re.

compence if fortune fhould ever become more pro-
pitious to him *.

It is not likely that Edward could be very fond
of prefenting himfelf in this lamentable plight be-
fore the duke of Burgundy ; and that having {o fud-
denly, after his mighty vaunrs, loft all footing in
his own kingdom, he could be infenfible to the ridi-
cule which muft attend him in the eyes of that
prince.  The duke on his part was no lefs embar-
raffed how he fhould receive the dcthroned mo-
narch.  As he had ever bornea greater afle@ion to
the houle of Lancalter than to that of York, no-
thing but paclitical views had engaged him to con-
tralt an alliance with the latter; and he forefaw,
that probably the revolution in Englind would now
turn this alliance againit him, and render the reign-
ing family his implacable and jealous enemy. Tor
this reafon, when the firft rumour of that event
reached him, atiended with the circmnftance of
Tdward’s death, he feemed rather plealed with the
cataftrophic 3 and it was no agreeuble difappointment
w find, that he mutt either undergo the burthen of
fupporting an exiled prince, or the difionour of
abandoning {6 near aiclution, He bepan already 1o
1y that-his connexions were with the kingdom of
Foglind, net with the hing; and it was jidiflerent
to im whether the name of Edward, pr that of

L] r

-
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* Comiugy, Livy il chap, 5,
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Henry, were employed in the articles of treaty.
Thefe fentiments were continually {trengthened by
the fubfequent events. Vaucler, the deputy go-
vernor of Calais, though he had been confirmed in
his command by Edward, and had even received a
penfion from the duke of Burgundy on account of
his fidelity to the crown, no fooner faw his old
mafter Warwic reinftated in authority, than he
declared for him, and with great demonflrations of
zeal and attachment put the whole garrifon in
his livery. And the intelligence which the duke
received every day {from Ingland, fecmed to pro-
mife an cntire and full fettlement in the family of
Lancafter.

ImmeDIATELY after Edward’s flight had left the
kingdom at Warwic’s difpofal, that nobleman
haftened to London; and raking Henry from his
confinement in the Tower, into which ke himfelf
had been the chief caufe of throwing him, he pro-
claimed him king with great {olemnity, A parlias
ment was {ummoned, in the name of that prince,
to meet at Weltminfler ; and as this affembly could
pretend to no liberty, while furrounded by fuch en-
raged and infolent vittors, governed by fuch an im-
petuous {pirit as Warwic, their votes were entirely
ditated by the ruling fu&tion. The treaty with Mar-
garet was here fully executed: Henry was recogniled
as lawful king; but his incapaciiy for government
being avowed, the tegency was entrufted to War-
wic and Clarence till the majority of priuce Eaward ;
and in default of that prince’s iffue, Clarence was
declarcd fucceflor 1o the crown, The ufual bufinefs
alio of reverfals went on withouat oppofitiun : Every
ttatute ,n'mdc during the reign of Edward was re-
pealed 3 that prince was declared to be an ulorper 3
he and his adherenrs were atwainted ; and in par-
ticular Richard duke of Gloucefter, bis younger
brother : All the attuinders of the Lancallrians, the
dukes of Someriet and Exeter, the earls of Rich-

Ra mond,
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¢ u A p. mond, Pembtoke, Oxford, and Ormond, were re.
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verfed ; and every one was reftored who had lot
either honours or fortune by his former adherence
to the caufe of Henry. .

THE ruling party were more fparing in their exe.
cutions than was ufual after any revolutions dorin
thofe violent times. The only vi€tim of diftintion
was John Tibetot earl of Worcefter. This accom.
plithed perfon, born in an age and nation where the
nobility valued themfelves on ignorance as their pri.
vilege, and left learning to monks and {choolmafters,
for whom indeed the fpurious eruditicn that pre.
vailed was beft fitted, had been ftruck with the firft
rays of true fcience, which began to penetrate from
the fouth, and had been zealous, by his exhortation
and example, to propagate the love of letters among
his unpolifhed countrymen. It is pretended, that
knowledge had not produced on this nobleraan him.
felf the effett which fo naturally attends it, of hu.
$nanizing the temper and {oftening the heart? ; and
that he"had enraged the Lancaltrians againfi him,
by the feverities which he exercifed upon them
during the prevalence of his own party. He en-
deavoured to conceal himfelf after the flight of Ed-
ward ; but was caught on the top of a tree in the fo-
reft of Weybridge, was conduéted to London, tried
before the earl of Oxford, condemned, and exe.
cuted. Al the other confiderable Yorkills either
#led beyond fea, or took thelter infantuaries ; where
the ecclefialtical privileges afforded them prote€tion.
In Londen alone, it is computed that so lefs than
2cao perlons faved themfelves in this manner®; and
among the reft, Edward’s queen, who was there de
livered of a fon, called by his father’s name®.

Qs ey Margarer, the other rival queen, had not
yet appearcd in ¥nglind ; but on receiving intelli-

VOB, Gl 2100 Stowe, p. 422, z Cunines, lib. Gk
thope. 2 lalh fol2ro, Stowe, p. g2, Hollingfhed,
p- 575 Grafton, p, S9o.
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gence of Warwic’s fuccels, was preparing with ¢ } 4 P.
prince Edward for her journey. All the banithed 2.,

Lancaftrians flocked to her ; and among the rett, the
duke of Somerfet, fon of the duke beheaded after
the battle of Hexham. This nobleman, who had
long been regarded as the head of the party, had fled
into the Low Countries on the difcomfiture of his
friends ; and as he concealed his name and quality,
he had there languithed in extreme indigence. Phi-
lip de Comines tells us®, that he himfelf faw him,
as well as the duke of Exeter, in a condition no
better than that of 2 common beggar; till being
difcovered by Philip duke of Burgundy, they had
{mall penfions allotted them, and were living in
filence and obfcurity, when the fuccefs of their party
called them from their retreat. But both Somerfet
and Margaret were detained by contrary winds from
reaching England©, till a new revolution in that
kingdom, no lefs fudden and furprifing than the
former, threw them into greater milery than that
from which they had juft emerged,

Troucr the duke of Burgundy, by negleéling
Edward, and paying court to the eftablithed govern-
ment, had endeavoured to conciliate the friendfhip
of the Lancaltrians, he found that he had not fuc-
ceeded to his with; and the connexions between the
king of France and the earl of Warwic ftill held him

in great anxiety ‘. This nobleman, too haftily re. .

garding Charles as a determined enemy, had fent
over to Calais a body of 4000 men, who made in-
roads into the Low Countries®; and the duke of
Burgundy faw himfelf in danger of being overs
whelmed by the united arms of England and of
Trance. He refolved therefore to grant fome affift-
ance to his brother-in-law; but in fuch a covert
manner as fhould give the leaft offence poffible to

* Liv. iil. chap. 4. ¢ Grafton p- 692. Polyd. Virg.p.522.
# Iall, fol. 205. e Comiues: liv, ui. ¢hap. 6.
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the Englith goverament. He equipped four large
veflels, in the name of fome private merchants, at
Terveer in Zeland; and caufing fourteen thips to
be fecretly hired from the Eafterlings, he delivered
this fmall fquadron to Edward, whe, receiving allo
a fum of money from the duke, immediately fet fail
for England  No fooner was Charles informed of
his departure, than he iffued a proclamation in.
Libiting all his fubjeéts from giving him counte.
nance or afliftance®; un artifice which could not
deceive the earl of Warwic, but which might ferve
as a decent pretence, it that nobleman were {o dif-
poled, for maintaining friendfhip with the duke of
Burgundy.

Epwarn, impatient to take revenge on his ene=
mies, and to recover his loft authority, made an at-
tempt to land with his {orces, which exceeded not
acoco men, on the coalt of Norfolk; but being
there repulfed, he failed northwards, and difem-
barked at Ravenfpur, in Yorkthire. Finding that
the new magiltrates, who had been” appointed by
the earl of Warwic, kept the people every where
from joining him, he pretended, and even made
oath, that he came not to challenge the crown, but
only the inheritance of the houfe of York, which of
right belonged to hitn; and that he did noet intend
1o difturb the peace of the kingdom, His partifans
every moment flocked to his (tandard : He was ad-
mitted into the city of York: And he was foon in
fuch a fituation as gave him hopes of fucceeding
in ali his claims and pretenfions.  "T'he marquis of
flontague commanded in the northern counties
but trom fore mylterious realons which, as well ag
many other important tranfadtions in that age, no
hittoriun Las cleared up, he torally negle@ed the
beginnings of an infurrection which he oughe to
have clicaned fo tormidable, » Warwic aflembled

. . -
t Comngs, liv. §ii, chap. &,
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an army at Leicefter, with an intention of meetin
and of giving battle to the enemy ; but Edward, by
taking another road, paffed him unmolefled, and
prefented him[ulf before the gates of London.  Had
he here been refufed admitrance, he was totally un-
done : But there were many reafons which inclined
the citizens to favour him. Idis numerous friends,
iffuing from their fanctuaries, were aflive in his
caule; many rich merchants, who had formerly
lent him money, law no other chance for their pay-
ment but his reltoration ; the city-dames, who had
been liberal of their favours to him, and who 1lill
retained an affeCtion for this young and gallant
prince, fwaycd their hufbands and triends in his
favour *; and ubove all the archbifhop of York,
Warwic’s brother, to whom the care of the city was
committed, had fecretly, from unknown reafons,
entered into a correfpondence with him ; and he fa-
cilitated Edward’s admiflion into London. The
moft likely caufe which can be affigned for thofe
muliiplied infidelities, even in the family of Nevil
itfelf, is the [pirit of faction, which, when it becomes
inveterate, it is very difficult for any man entirely
to fhake off.  The perfons who had long diftin-
guithed themfelves in the York party, were unable
toact with zealand cordiality for the fupport of the
Lancaftrians; and they were inclined, by any pro-
fpet of favour or accommodation offered them by
Idward, to return to their ancient connexions,
However this may be, Edward’s entrance into Ion-
don made him malfter not only of that rich and
powerful city, but alfo of the perfon of Heary,
who, deftined to be the perpetual fport of fortune,
thus fell again into the hands of his encmies .

T'r appeurs not that Warwic, during his fhort ad-
miniftration, which had continued only fix months,

.
& Cemines, biw iii. chap. 7. b Craften, p. 522,
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had been guilty ofanyunpopular a&, or had any wife

e deferved to lofe that gencral favour with which he

1471,

had fo lately overwhelmed Edward. But this prince,
who was formerly on the defenfive, was now the
aggreffor; and having overcome the difficulties
which always attend the beginnings of an inlurrec-
tion, poflefled many advantages above his enemy:
His partifans were actuated by that zeal and cou.
rage which the notion of an attack infpires ; his op.
ponents were intimidated for a like reafon; every
one who had been difappointed in the hopes which
he had entertained from Warwic’s elevation, either
became 2 cool friend or an open enemy to that no-
bleman ; and each malcontent, from whatever caufe,
proved an acceflion to Edward’s army. The king,
therefore, found himfelf in a condition to face the
earl of Warwic ; who being reinforced by his fon-
in.Jaw the duke of Clarence, and his brother the
marquis of Montague, took poft at Barnet, in the
neighbourhood of London. The arrival of queen
Margaret was every day expefled, who would have
drawn together all the genuine Lancaftrians, and
have brought a great acceflion to Warwic’s forces :
But this very confideration proved a motive to the
ear] rather to hurry on a decifive ation, than to
fhare the viCtory with rivals and ancient enemies,
who he forefaw would, in cale of fuccefs, claim the
chief merit in the enterprife’. But while his jea-
louly was all dire€ed towards that fide, he over-
looked the dangerous infidelity of friends, who lay
the neareft to his boforn. is brother Montague,
who had lately temporifed, feems now to have re-
mained fincerely attached to the interefts of his fa-
mily : But his fon-in-law, though bound to him
by every tie of honour and gratitude, though he
fhared the power of the regency, rhough he had
been invefted by Warwic in all the honours and pa-

! Comincs, liv, iii. chap. 7.
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trimony of the houfe of York, refolved to fulfil the
fecret engagements which he had formeily taken
with his brother, and to {upport the interefts of his
own family : He delerted to the king in the night-
time, and carried over a body of 12,000 men along
with him* Warwic was now too far advanced to
retreat ; and as he rejefted with difdain all terms of
peace offered him by Edward and Clarence, he was
obliged to hazard a general engagement. The
battle was fought with obftinacy on both fides : The
two armies, in imitation of their leaders, difplayed
uncommon valour : and the viftory remained long
undecided between them. But an accident threw
the balance to the fide of the Yorkifts. Edward’s
cognifance was a fun; that of Warwic a ftar with
rays ; and the miftine®s of the morning rendering it
difficult to diftinguifh them, the earl of Oxford, who
fought on the fide of the Lancaftrians, was by mil-
take attacked by his friends, and, chafed off the
field of battle’.  Warwic, contrary to his more
ufual practice, engaged that day on foot, refolving
to thow his army that he meant to fhare evety for-
tune with them ; and he was flain in the thickeft of
the engagement ™ : His brother underwent the fame
fate : And as Edward had iflued orders not to give
any quarter, 2 great and undiftinguiibed flaughter
was made in the purfuit”. There fcll about 1500
on the fide of the vittors.

Tue fame day on which this decifive battle was
fought °, queen Masgaret and her {on, now about
eighteen years of age, and a young prince of great
hopes, landed at Weymouth, fupported by a fmall
body of French forces. When this princefs received
intelligence of her hufband’s captivity, and of the
defeat and death of the earl of Warwic, her cou-
rage, which had fupported her under fo many difal-

% Grafton, p. 700.. Comines, liv, iii. chap. 7.  Leland’s
Collet. vol. if, p. s05. ! Hubington, p. 449. ™ Comines,
liv. iit, chap 7. » Hall, fol. 218, ¢ Leland’s Collect.
‘,:OL il p. 505.
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trous events, here quite left her ; and the immedi.
ately forefaw all the difmal confequences of this ca-
lamity. . At firft (he took finCtuary in the abbey of
Beaulicu *; but being encouraged by the appeas.
ance of Tudor earl of Pembroke, and Cowirney
earl of Devonfhire, of the lords Wenloc and Gt.
fohm, with other men o} rank, who exhorted her
#ill to hope for [uccels, fhe relunied her former
fpirit, and determined 1o defend to the utinofl the
ruins of lier fallen {ortunes. She advanced through
the counties of Decvon, Somerfet, and Glocefier,
increafing her anny ou each duy’s march 5 but was
at laft overtaken by the rapid and expediticus Ed-
ward at Tcul.dlbuy, on the banks of the Seveine.
The Lancailyiuns were here totally dufeated: The
earl of Devonthire and lord Wenloc were killed in
the field: The duke of Somerfet, and about twenty
other perfons of diftiné&tion, baving taken fhelter in
a church, were furrounded, dragged out, and im-
mediately beheaded: About 3000 ol their fide fell
in baitle: And the army was entirely dilperfed.

Quei~ Margaret and her fon were taken pri-
foners, and brought to the king, who atked the
prince, after an infulting manner, how he dared to
invade his dominions? "The young prince, more
mindful of his high birth than of his prefent for-
tune, replied, 1hat he came thither to claim his juft
inheritance. The ungenerous Edward, infenfible
to pity. {t1uck him on the face with his gauntlet;
and the dukes of Clarence and Glocelter, lord
Haftings, and fir Thomas Gray, taking the blow
as a fignal for farther violence, hurried the prince
into*the next apartment, ard there difpatehed him
with thuir daggers . Margaret was thrown into the
Tower: King Henry expired in that confinement 3
few days alter the battle of Teukefoury ; but whe-

Ll fol. 219, Habingdos, p. as1.  Graficn, p. 7¢6.
Polyd. Ving. p. 528. T Hall,fol, 221, Habington,
P 453 Helingthed, p. 688, Polyd. Virg. p. 530.
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ther he dicd a natural or violent death 1s uncertain.’

It is pretended, and was generally believed, that the
duke of Gloeefter killed Tim with his own hands':
But the univerfal odium which that prince has in-
curted, inelined perhaps the nalion to aggravate
his crimes without any fuﬂlric_nt authority. Itis
certain, however, that Henry’s death was fudden;
and though he labourcd under an ill ftate of health,
this urcumﬁau(_e j »ned 1o the general manners oi‘
the age, gave a nerural ground of fulpicion ; which
was rather increaled than diminithed by the expofing
of his bady to public view. That pru.auuon lerved
only to recal 'many fimlar inftances in the Englith
hiflory, and to fuggelt the comparilon,

ALL the hopes of the houl of Lancalter feemed
now to be utterly extinguithed.  Every legitimate
prince of that uumly was dead : Almoft every great
leader of the party had perifhed in battle or on the
fcafiold : The earl of Pembroke, who was levying
forces in Wales, dilbanded his army when he re-
ceived intelligence of tne battle of ‘Teukefbury ; and
he fled into Britanny with his nephew, the young
carl of Richmond ‘. The baftard of Falconberg,
who had levied {fome forees, zud had advanced to
London during Edward’s abence, was repulled ;
his men deferted him ; he was taken prifoner, and
immnediarely executed *: And peace being now fully
reftored to the nation, a p:rlinment was {[ummoned,

woich ranfied, as ufual, all the adls of the vittor,
and recognifed his legal authorxty

Bur this prince, who had been fo firm, and ac-
tive, and intrepid, during the courfe of adverfity,
was [Hll unable to refit the allurements of a profs
perous fortune; and he wholly devoted himfelf,

¢ Comines, Hull, fol. 223, Gialton, p.703.  ° Habington,
P 454 Palid. Virg, p.y3t. ¢ Hollimgthed, p. €89, 6yo,
6y3.  Hil Cioyl “eont. Pe 554
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as before, to plealure and amufement, after he
became entirely mafter of his kingdom, and had
no longer any enemy who could give him anxiety or
alarm. He recovered, however, by this gay and
inoffenfive courfe of life, and by his eafy familiar
manners, that popularity which it is natural to
imagine he had loft by the repeated cruelties exer.
cifed upon his enemies; and the example allo
of his jovial feftivity ferved to abate the former
acrimony of fadtion among his fubjes, and to re.
ftore the focial difpofition which had been fo long
interrupted between the oppofite parties. All men
feemcd to be fully fatisfied with the prefent govern.
ment; and the memory of paflt calamities ferved
only to imprefs the people more {trongly with a fenfe
of their allegiance, and with the refolution of never
incurring any more the hazard of renewing fuch
direful fcenes.

. Bur while the king was thus indulging himl(elf
in pleafure, he was roufed from his lethargy by a
profpeft of foreign conquefts, which it is probable
his defire of popularity, more than the fpirit of
ambition, had made him covet. Though he
deemed himfelf little beholden to the duke of Bur-
gundy for the reception which that prince had given
bim during his exile®, the political interefts of their
ftates maintained fill a clofe connexion between
them ; and they agreed to unite their arms in making
a powerfulinvafion on France. A league wasformed,
in which Fdward ftipulated to pafs the feas with an

.army exceeding 10,000 men, and to invade the

French territories : Charles promifed to join him
with all his forces : The king was to challenge the
erown of France, and to obtain at leaft the provinces
of Normandy and Guienne: The duke was to ac-
quire Champaigne and fome other territories, and

.
¥ Comines, lv, 1. chap. 7,
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to free all his dominions from the burthen of ho- ¢ B A 2.
: xKil.

mage to the crownof France: And ncither party was ...
to make peace without the confent of the other *. 474
They were the more encouraged to hope for fuc-
cefs from this league, as the count of St. Pol, con-
ftable of France, who was malter of St. Quintin,
and other towns on the Somme, had fecretly pro-
mifed to join them ; and there were alfo hopes of en-
§aging the duke of Britanny to enter into the con-
ederacy.

Tus profpeét of a French war was always a fure
means of making the parliament open their purfes,
as far as the habits of that age would permit. They
voted the king a tenth of rents, or two thillings in
the pound ; which muft have been very inaccurately
levied, fince it produced only 31,460 pounds; and
they added to this fupply a whole fifteenth, and three
quarters of another *: But as the king deemed thefe
fums ftill unequal to the undertaking, he attempted
to levy money by way of denewalence ; a kind of ex-
action which, except during the reigns of Henry IIL.
and Richard II. had not been much pradtifed in
former times, and which, though the confent of the
parties was pretended to be gained, could not be
deemed entirely voluntary’. The claufes annexed
to the parliamentary grant fhow fufficiently the fpirit
of the nation in this refpe@t. The money levied
by the fifteenth was not to be put into the king’s
hands, but to be kept in religious houfes; and if
the expedition into France fhould not rake place, it
was immediately to be refunded to the people.
After thele grants the parliament was diflclved,
which had fitten near two yearsand a half, and had
undergone f[everal prorogations; a praélice not very
ufual at that time in England.

% Rymer, vol. xi. p. 866, 807, 808, &c¢. = C’ouoni_}). 696,
700 Hilkt. Croyl, cond p. 558, ¥ Hall, fol. 226. Habiug-
tony p- 461, Grafton, p. 719, Tabian, ful. 221,

13 Tuz
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Tue king pafled over to Calais with an army of
1500 men at arms, and 1g,000 archers : attended
by all the chief nobility of England, who, prog.
nofticating future fuccelles fron. the paft, were eager
to appear on this great theatre of honour %, Butall
their fanguine hopes were damped when they found,
on entering the French territories, that neither did
the conftable open his gates to them, nor the duke
of Burgundy bring them the fmalleft affiftance,
That prince, tranfported by his ardent temper, had
carried all his arwies to a great diftance, and had
employed them in wars on the frontiers of Ger-
many, and againfl the duke of Lorrain: And
though he came in perfon to Edward, and endea-
vourced to apologife for this breach of treaty, there
was no profpet that they would be able this cam-
paign to make a conjunélion with the Englifh. This
circumfiance gave great difgult to the king, and in-
clined him to hearken to thole advances which Lewis
confinually made him for an accommodation,

TrAT monarch, more fwayed by political views
than by the point of honour, deemed no fubmiffions
too mean, which might free him from enemies who
had proved fo formidable to his predeceflors, and
who, united to {o 1any other enemies, might ftill
fhake the well eflablithed government of France.
It appears from Cowmines, that difcipline was at this
time very nperfe¢t among the Englifh; and that
their civil wars thongh long centinued, yet being
always decided by bafty bateles, had flill left them
ignorant of the itmprovements which the nilitary art
was beyinning to recuve upon the continent *. But
as Lewis was fenfible that the warlike genius of the

z Camines, livo tv, chp 50 Thisanthor fays (chap. 11.) that
th Biag wunully bnougdu over fome of the richeft of Lis fubjedts,
vho Le know wonld be [oon tired of the war, and would pro-
vte all propolals of peace, which he torefaw would be foon

nir b,

s Loaiis, U, iv, chapa g,
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people would foon render them excellent foldiers, he
was far {from defpifing them for their prefent want of
experience; and he emnloyed all his art to detach
them from the alliance of Durgundy. When Ed-
ward {fent him a herald to claim the crown of France,
and to carry him a defiance in ¢ale of arefulul, fo fay
from anfwering to this bravade in ke haughty terms,
he replicd with great temper, and even made the
herald a eonfiderable prefent " : Fie took alterwards
an opportunity of fending a heruld to the Englith
camp ; and having given Lim direltions ro apply to
the lords Stanley and Howard, who he heard were
friends to peace, he defired the good offices of thele
noblemen in plomoting an accommodation with
their mafter . As Edward was now fallen into like
difpofitions, a truce was foon concluded on terms
more advantageous than honourble to Lewis. He
{tipulated to pay Edward immediately 75,000 crowns,
on condition that he {aould withdraw his army from
France, and promiled to pay him 50,000 crowns
a year during their joint lives : Tt was added, that
the dauphin when of age fhould marry Edward’s
eldeflt daughter . In order to ratify this treaty, the
two monarchs agreed to have a perfonal interview ;
and for that purpoife fuitable preparations were made
at Pecquigni, ncar Amiens. A clofe rail was drawn
acrols a bridge in that place, with no larger inter-
vals than would allow the arm to pals; a precau.
tion againft a fimilar accident to that which befelthe
duke of Burgundy in his couterence with the dau.
phin at Montercau.  Edward and Lewis came to the
oppofite fides; conferred privately together; and
having confirned their friendihip, and interchang=d
many mutual civilities, they foon after parted .

¥ Comines, liv. iv. chap. 5. Hall, fol 227. ¢ Comines,

liv. iv. chap. 7. 4 Rymer, vol. sito p. 17, * Comines,
Yiv. iv. chap. ys
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Lewis was anxious not only to gain the king’s
friendthip, but allo that of the nation, and of all the
confiderable perfons in the Englith court. He be.
ftowed penfions, to the amount of 16,000 crowns 3
year, on feveral of the king’s favourites; on lord Ha-
tings two thoufand crowns; on lord Howard and
others in proportion ; and thefe great minifters were
not afhamed thus to receive wages from a foreign
prince’.  As the two armies, after the conclufion of
the truce, remained fometime in the neighbouthood
of each other, the Englifh were not only admitted
freely into Amiens, where Lewis refided, but had alfo
their charges defrayed, and had wine and victualg
furnifhed them in every inn, without any payment
being demanded. They flocked thither in fuch mul.
titudes, that once above nine thoufand of them were
in the town, and they might have made themfelve
mafters of the king's perfon; but Lewis concluding,
from their jovial and diffolute manner of living, that
they had no bad intentions, was careful not to betray
the leaft fign of fear or jealouly. And when Edward,
informed of this diforder, defired him to fhut the gates
againft him, he replied, that he would never agree
to exclude the Englifh from the place where he re-
fided ; but that Edward, if he pleafed, might recal
them, and place his own officers at the gates of
Anmiens to prevent their returning &,

Lewis’s defire of confirming a mutual amity with
England engaged him even to make imprudent aé-
vances, which it colt him afterwards fome pains to
evade. In the conference at Pecquigni, he had faid to
Fdward, that he wifhed to have a vilit from him at
Puris ; that he would there endeavour to amule him
with the ladies; and that, in cafe any offences were
then committed, he would affign him the cardinal
of Bourbon for confeffor, who from fellow-foeling
would not be over and above fevere in the penances

¥ Hall, fol. 235. 2 Coumines, liv, iv. chap. 9. 1Tell, fol. 213.
which
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which he would c¢njoin.  This hint made deeper ¢ ;}XII\ P,
impreflion than Lewis intended. Lord Howard, | "
who accomparied him back to Amiens, told him, 145

in confidence, that if he were [o difpoled, it would
not be impofhble to ])EJfUddC Edward to take a
journey with him to Paris, where they might make
merry together. Lewis pretended at firft not to
hear the oher ; but, on Howard’s repeating it, he
exprefled his concern that his wars with the duke
of Burgundy would not permit him to attend his
roval guelt, and do him the honours he intended.

s« Edward,” faid he, privatcly to Comines, < is
“ avery handfume and 2 Very amorous prince:
¢ Sowme lady at Paris may like him as well as he
¢ fhall do hier ; and may invite him to return in
¢ another manuer. It is better that the fea be be.
“ tween us".”’

Tris treaty did very little honour to either of
thefe monarchs: It difcovered the imprudence of
Edward, who had taken his meafures {o ill with his
allies as to be otliged, after fuch an cxpenfive ar~
mament, to return without making any 9cquﬁhons
adequate to it : It fhowed the want of dignity in
Lewis, who, rather than run the hazard of a battle,
agreed to fubjett his kingdom to a tribute, and
thus acknowledge the {uperiority of a ne ighbouring
prince, poficlled of lels power “and terlitory than
himfelf.  But, as Lewis made interelt the lole telt
of honour, he thought that all the advartages of
the treaty were on his fidz, and that he had over-
reached Edward, by fending him ant of France on
fuch ealy rerms.  For this realon he was very foli-
citous to conceal his triutnph; and he {briltly en-
joined hiz cowrtizrs never to fhew the Englith the
leaft fign of mockery or dearificn. But he did not
himfelt very carefully obierve fo prudent a rule:
He could not fabear, une duy, in the joy of his

"~

~

k Cumines, L, 1v, ghap. o Flabington, p. 4€0.
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plicity of Edward and his council; when he per-
ceived that he was overheard by a Galcon who had
ferled in England,  He was immediately fonfible
of his indiferetion 5 fent a meflage to the gentle.
man 3 and offered him fuch advantagzes in his own
country, as engaged him to 1emain in ¥rance. I
is but Juft, faid he, that I pay the pennlty of my lalks
adivengtits

ik mofl honourable part of Lewis’s treaty with
Tdward was the ftipulation for the liberty ot queen
Margarer, who, though after the dearth of her huf.
band and fon, the could no longer be formidable
to government, was {lill detained in cuftody by
Edward, Lewis pud hity thoufand crowns for her
raufoun 3 end et pincels,  who bad been {o adtive
on the ltage of the world, md who had experienced
juch a variety ol {ortune, palled the remainder of
her days in tranyuidlity and privacy, till the year
1482, when fhedicd: An admirvable princels, but
more tHluftrious by her undaunted fpiritin adverfity,
than by Lier moderation in profperity. She feems
neither to have uijuyed the virtues, nor teeu fub-
ject to tie sweelaelivs, of her fex; aund was as
much tainted with theferocity as endowed with the
courage of that buibaious age in which fue fived.

Tuovus Ldward had o little reafon to be fatis.
fied with the condutt of the duke of Buiizundy, he
relerved ro that prince a power of acceding to the
treaty of Pecquigai: But Charles, when the offer
was made him, haughtily replied, that he was able
to fupport himfulf without the afiftance of England,
and that he would 1aakie no peace with Levas till
three months after Edward’s return into his own
country. '1his prince poliefled 2ll the ambition and
courage of a conqueror ;5 but being defe@live in po-
lcy and prudence, qualities no lefs effential, he was

- a s e g
t Comings, liv il chap, 10,
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unfortunate in ali his enterprifes, and perithed at € # A P

laft in battle againft the Swifs® ; a people whom he
defpifed, and who though brave and free, had hi-
therto been in a manner “overlooked in the general
fyftem of Europe. This event, which happened
in the year 1474, praoduzed a great alteration in the
views of all the princes, and was attended with
confequences which were felt for many generations.
Charles left only one danghter, Mary, by his firlk
wife ; and this princels being heir of his opulent
and extenfive dominions, was courted by all the
potenrates of Chriftendom, who contended for the
pofleflion of fo rich a prize. Lewis, the head of
her family, might, by a proper application, have ob-
tained this match for the dauphin, and have thercby
united to the crown of Fiance all the pmvmces of
the Low Countries, together with Burgundy, Artois,
and Picardy; which would at once Bave rendered
his kingdom an overmatch {or 'dl iy neinlibours.
But a man wholly interefted is a5 raic as one entire-
ly endowed with the oppofite auu‘itv ; and Lewis,
though impregnable to all the {entiments of gene-
roﬁty and friendfhip, was, on this occafion, carried
from the road of true policy by the p fiors of ani-
mofity and revenge, He had imbiled fo dccp a
hatred to the houfe of Burgundy t:ut he rathe
chofe to fubdue the prinrus bv 'mn than unite her
to his family by marriage : _._c(<3n(11="rw the duchy
of Burgundy wnd that pait of Picardy, which had
been ceded to Dhiiip the rood by the weaty of
Arras : Bat he thereby forced the fates of the Lle-
therlands to beftow their fovereign i marrisge on
Maximilian of Aultria, fon ~f the emaperor Frodazie,
from whom they looked for p".‘ﬂtctn-’)"l in thidy pre-
fent diftrelles : And by theiz means Yranec lolt the
opportunity, which Mhe never could recal, of making
that imporrant acquifition of power and territory.

* Comines, liv. ¥ .chap ¢
S a2 Durniza

‘L-‘{l(.
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Durine this interefting crifis, Edward was no
lefs defctive in policy, and was no lefs altuated by
private paflions, unworthy of a fovereign and a
ftatelman.  Jealoufy of his brother Clarence had |
caufed him to neglect the advauces which were made
of marrying that prince, now a widower, to the
heitels of Burgundy'; and he {ent her propofals
of efpoufing Authony earl of Rivers, brother to his
quecen, who flill retained an cntire afcendant over
him. But the match was rejected with difdain ;
and Edward, refenting this treatment of his bro-
ther-in-law, permitted France to proceed withow
interruption in her conquelts over his defencelefs
ally. Any pretence fuficed him for abandoning
himfelf entirely 1o indolence and pleafure, which
were now betome his ruling paflions. The only
objeft which divided hisattention, was the improv.
ing of the public revenue, which had been dilapi.
dated by the neceffities or negligence of his prede.
ceflors ; and fome of his expedients for that purpole,
though unknown to us, were deemed, during the
time, oppreflive to the people”. The detail of pri.
vate wrongs naturally efcapes the notice of hiftory ;
butun actof tyranny, of which Edward was .guilty
in his own family, has been taken notice of by all
writers, and has met with general and deferved
cenlure.

THE duke of Clarence, by all his fervices in de.
ferting Warwic, had never been able to regain the
king’s fricndfhip, which he had forfeited by his for.
mer confederacy with that nobleman. He was fhill
regarded at court as 2 man of a dangerous and a
fickle charafter; and the imprudent opennels and
violence of his temper, though it rendered him
much lefs dangerous, tended extremely to multiply
his cnemics, and to incenfe them againft him.

'Polyd. Virg. Hall, fol. 240, Hpllingfhed, p. #o3. -
Lington, p. 474, Grafton, p. 742. m Hall, ful. 2 40-
* Ibid. 241, Hift. Croyl. cont, p.559.

Among
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Among others, he had had the misfortune to give ¢ ¥ a p,

difpleafure to the queen herfelf, as well as to his
brother the duke of Glocefter, a prince of the deep-
elt policy, of the moft unrelenting ambition, and
the lealt fcrupulous in the means which he employed
for the attainment of hisends. A combination be-
tween thele potent adverfaries being fecretly formed
againft Clarence, it was determined to Legin by at-
tacking his friends ; in hopes, that il he patiently
endured this injury, his putillanimity would diftho-
nour him in the cyes ob the public; if he made
refitance, and exprefled refentment, his pallion
would betray him into meatures which might give
them advantages againlt him. The king, hunting
one day in the park of Thomas Burder of Arrow,
in Warwicthire, had killed a white buck, which was
a great favourite of the owner; and Burder, vexed
ut the lols, broke into a paflion, and withed, the
horns of the deer in the belly of the perfon who had
adviled the king to commit that infult upon him.
"This natural expreffion of refentment, which would
have been overlooked or forgotten had it fallen
trom any other perfon, was rendered criminal and
capital in that gentleman, by the friendfhip in which
he had the mistortune to live with the duke of Cla-
rence : He was tried for his life; the judges and
jury were found fervile enough to condemn him ;
and he was publicly beheaded at Tyburn for this
pretended offence®. About the fame time, one John
Stacey, an ecclefiaflic, much connefted with the
duke, as well as with Burdet, was expofed to a like
iniquitous and barbarous profecution, This clergy-
man, being more learned in mathematics and aftro-
nomy than was ufual in that age, lay under theim.
puration of necromancy with the ignorant vulgar ;
and the court laid hold of this popular rumour to
effect his deftruttion. He was brought to his trial

° [{abington, p. 475. Hollingthed, p. 703, Sir Thomas
Mote in Kennet, p. 44 4.
. Sz for
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was condemned, putto the torture, and executed ?,

Trz duke of Clarence was alarmed when he
found thefe aéts of tyranny exercifed on all around
him: He refleted on the fate of the good duke of
Glocefler in the lafl reign, who, afier {eeing the moft
infamous pretences employed for the deftruéion of
his neareft connexions, - at laft fell himfelf a vidtim
to the vengeance of his enemies, But Clarence,
inflead of fecuring his own life againft the prefent
danger by filence and rcferve, was open and loud in
juflifying the innocence of his friends, and in ex.
claiming againft the iniquity of their profecutors,
The king, highly offended with his freedom, or
ufing that pretenceagzinft him, committed kim to
the Tower?, fummoned a parliament, and tried him
for his life before the houfe of peers, the fupreme
tribunal of the nation.

Tur duke was accufed of arraigning public jul~
tice, by mainraining the innocence of men who had
been condemned in courts of judicature; and of in.
veighing again{t the iniquity of the king, who had
given orders for their profecution”. Many rafh ex.
preflions were imputed to him, and fome too refleé-
ing on Edward’s legitimacy ; but he was not accufed
of any overt alt of treafon ; and even the truth of
thefe fpeeches may be doubted of, fince the liberty
of judzment was tuken from the court, by theking’s
appearing perfonally as his brother’s accufer’, and
pleading the caule againft him. But a [entence of
condemnation, even when this extraordinary cir-
cmnftance hud not place, was a neceflary confe-
quence ia thofe times, of any prolecution by the
court or the prevailing party ; and the duke of Cla-
rence was pronodnced guilty by the peers. The
houfe of commons were no lefs flavith and unjuft;

# Hik. Croyl. cont. p. 561, 4 Ibid. p. 56z2.
T Ekanvey plog s, * Hif. Croyl, cont. p, 562.
‘ ' They
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They both petitioned for the execution of the duke,
and afterwards pafled a bill of attainder againit him®
The meafures of the parfiament, during that age,
furnith us with examples of a ftrange contrall of
freedom and fervility : They feruple to grant, and
fometimes vefule, to the king the {mallelt {upplies,
the moft neceffary for the fupport of government,
cven the moft neceflary for the maintenance of wars,
for which the nation, as well as che parliament itfelf,
gxprefled great fondnefs: But they never feruple to
concur in the moft flagrant a& of injuftice or ty-
ranny, which falls on any individual, however dils
tinguithed by birth or merit. Thefe maxims, fo
ungenerous, [o oppofite to all principles of good
government, fo contrary to the practice of prefent
parliaments, are very remarkable in all the tranfac-
tions of the Englith hittory, for more than a cen.
tury after the periodin which we are now engaged.
Tuz only favour which the king granted his bro-
ther, after his condemnation, was to leave him the
choice of his death ; und he was privately drowned
in a butt of malmefey in the ‘Fower: A whimfical
choice, which implies that he had 2n exiraordinary
paflion for that liquor. The duke left two children
by the elder danghter of the earl of Warwic; a fon,
created an earl by his grandfather’s title, and o
daughter, afterwards countefls of Salifbury.  Both
this prince and princefs were allo unfortunate intheir
end, and died a violent death; a late which for
many vears ark- uded almoft all the defcendants of
the royal bloed in I'nglund,  Theve pravuils a re-
port, that a chief fouice of the violent piofecution
of the duke of Clarence, whole name was Georye,
was a cmrent prophecy, that the king’s lon (hould
be murdered by one, theiniual letter of whole name
was G It is not unpuilible but, in thole ignoraat
t Stewe, p. 430, Hilt. Croyl. cont, p. 562. :
8 Hal, fol. 239, Holiugthed, p. 703 Grufton, p. 741,
Polyd. Virg p.537.  8ir Thomas Muve 1 Lennet, p. 197.
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cHAP times, fuch a filly reafon might have fome influ-
e ., ence: But it is more probable that the whole ftory

1478,

4B

is the invention of a fubfequent period, and founded
on the murderof thele children by the duke of Glo-
cefter. Comines remarks, that, at that time, the
Englith never were without fome [uperflitious pro-
phecy or other, by which they accounted for every
event. ‘

ArL theglories of Edward’s reign terminated with
the civil wars ; where his laurels too were extremely
fullied with blood, violence, and cruelty. His fpirit
feems afterwards to have been funk in indolence and
pleafure, or his meafures were fruftrated by impru.
dence and the want of forefight. There was no ob-
je€t on which he was moreintent than to have all his
dauf%hters fettled by fplendid marriages, though
moft of thele princefles were yet in their infancy,
and though the completion of his views, it was ob-
vious, muft depend on numberlefls accidents, which
were impoflible to be forefeen or prevented. His
eldeft daughter, Elizabeth, was contrafted to the
dauphin ; his fecond, Cicely, to the eldeft fon of
James IIL. king of Scotland ; his third, Anne, to
Philip only fon of Maximilian and the duchefs of
Burgundy ; his fourth, Catharine, to John fon and
heir to Ferdinand king of Arragon, and Ifabella
queen of Caftile”. None of thefe projeted mar-
riages took place; and the king himfelf faw, in his
lifc time, the rupture of the firlt, that with the dau.
phin, for which he had always difcovered a peculiar
tondnefls. Lewis, who paid no regard to treaties or
engagements, found his advantage in contralling
the dauphin to the princefs Margaret daughter of
Maximilian; and the king, notwithftanding his in-
dolence, prepared to revenge the indignity. The
French monarch, eminent for prudence as well as
perfidy, endeavoured to guard againfi the blow j and

¥ Rymer, vol. xi. p, 1104

by
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by a proper diftribution of prefents in the court of ¢ AP

Scotland, he incited James to make war upon Eng-
land. This prince, who lived on bad terms with
his own nobility, and whofe force was very unequal
to the enterprife, levied an army ; but when he was
ready to enter Lngland, the barons, confpiring
againft his favourites, put them to death without
trial ; and the army prefently difbanded. The duke
of Glocelter, attended by the duke of Albany,
James’s brother, who had been banifhed his country,
entered Scotland at the head of an army, took Ber-
wic, and obliged the Scots to accept of a peace,
by which they refigned that fortrefs to Edward.
This fuccels emboldened the king to think more
ferioufly of a French war ; but while he was making
preparations for that enterprife, he was leized with
a diftemper, of which he expired in the forty-fecond
year of his age, and the twenty-third of his reign:
A prince more fplendid and fhowy, than either pru-
dent or virtuous ; brave, though cruel ; additted to
pleafure, though capable of aftivity in great emer-
gencies ; and lefs firted to prevent ills by wife pre-
cautions, than to remedy them after they took
place, by his vigour and enterprife. Befides five
daughters, this king left two fons; Edward prince
of Wales, his fucceffor, then in his thirteenth year,
and Richard duke of York in his ninth.

Nsmr, rmamy)
1482,
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EDWARD V. and RICHARD IIL

Edward Vo——=Gtaic of the court—~—The Earl of
Rivers arrefted-——Duks of Glacefier protoctor
e Execution of lord Haflings——The protsitor
gims at the erown——dfumes 1be crown—we—
- Murder of Edward V. and of the duke of York
ww—Richard WWle——Duke of Buckingbam dif.
contented——The earl of Richmond. Bucking.
bam exccuted——Invafion by the earl of Richmond

—— Battle of Bofworthe—— Death and charalier
of Richard 11, D

"EDWARD V.

URING the later years of Edward IV. the
nation having, in a great mealure, forgotten
the bloody feuds between the two rofes, and peace-

Sute of the ably acquiefcing in the cftablifhed government, was

court,
A}

agitated only by fome court-intrigues, which being
reflrained by the authority of the king, feemed no-
wife to endanger the public tranquillity. Thele
intrigues arofe from the perpetual rivalfhip between
two parties ; one confifting of the queen and her
relations, particularly the earl of Rivers her bro-
ther, and the marquis of Dorfet her fon; the other
compofed of the ancient nobility, who envied the
fudden growth and unliniited credit of that afpiring
family*. At the head of this latter party was the
duke of Buckingham, a man of very noble birth,

= Sir Thomas More, p. 481.
of
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of ample pofieflions, of preat alliances, of fhining

arts; who, though he had married the queen’s
filter, was too haughry to a& in fubferviency to her
inclinations, and aimed rather at meintaining an in.
dependent influence and zathority.  Lord Iiattings,
the chamberlain, was another leader of the fame
party ; and us this nobleman had, by his bravery
and aftivity, as well as by his approved fidelity, ac.
quired the confidence and favour of his malter, e
had been able, though with fome difficulty, to fup-
port himfelf againit the credit of the queen. The
jords Howard and Stanley maintained a conne@ion
with thefe two noblemen, and brought a confider.
able acceffion of influence and reputation to their
party. All the other barons, who had no particular
dependance on the queen, adhered to the famein.
tereft ; and the people in general, from their natural
envy againft the prevailing power, bore great favour
to the caule of thefe noblemen.

But Edward knew that, though he himfelf had
been able to overawe thofe rival faQions, many dif
orders might arife from their contefts during the
minority of kis fon ; and he therefore took care, in
his laft illnefs, to fummon together feveral of the
leaders on both fides, and, by compofing their an-
cient quarrels, to provide, as far as poffible, for the
future tranquillity of the government. After ex-
prefling his intentions that his brother the duke of
Glocelter, then abfent in the north, fhould be en-
trufted with the regency, he recommended to them
peice and unanimity during the tender years of his
fon; reprefented to them the dangers which mult
attend the continuance of their animofities ; and en-
gaged them to embrace cach other with all the
appearance of the molt cordial reconciliation. But
this temporary or feigned agrcement lafted no
longer than the king’s lite: He had no fooner ex-
pired, than the jealohfies of the parties broke out
afrelh: And each of them applied, by feparate

meflages,
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meflages, to the duke of Glocelter, and endea.
voured to acquire his favour and friendthip.

‘I'urs prince, during his brother’s reign, had en.
deavoured to live on good terms with both parties;
and his high birth, his extenfive abilities, and his
great fervices, had enabled him to fupport himfelf
without failing into a dependance on either. But
the new fituation of affairs, when the {upreme power
was devolved upon him, immediately changed his
meafures ; and he fecretly determined to preferve no
longer that neutrality which he had hitherto main.
tained. His exorbitant ambition, unreftrained by
any principle either of juftice or humanity, made
him carry his views to the pofleffion of the crown
itfelf ; and as this object could not be attained with.
out the ruin of the queen and her family, he fell,
without hefitation, into concert with the oppofite
party. But being fenfible, that the mo(t profound
diffimulation was requifite tor effecting his criminal
purpofes, he redoubled his profeflions of zeal and
attachment to that princefs ; and he gained fuch
credit with her, as to influence her conduftina
point, which, as it was of the utmoft importance,
was violently difputed between the oppofite fadtions,

THE young king, at the time of his father’s
death, refided in the caftle of Ludlow, on the bor-
ders of Wales ; whither he had been fent, that the
influence of his prefence might overawe the Welfh,
and reftore the tranquillity of that country, which
had been difturbed by fome late commotions. His
perfon was committed to the care of his uncle the
earl of Rivers, the moft accomplifhed nobleman in
England, who, having united an uncommon tafte
for literature ¥ to great abilities in bufine(s, and va-
lour in the ficld, was entitled, by his talents, fhill

Y This nobleman firfl introduced the noble art of printing i
to England,  Caxton was 1ccommended by him to the patron-
a&;;e of Edward IV,  8ce Catalogye of Royal and Noble As-
abors, .

4 more
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more than by nearnefs of blood, to dire& the edu-
cation of the young monarch. The queen, anxious
to preferve that afcendant over her fon, which the
had long maintained over her hufband, wrote to the
earl of Rivers, that he fhould levy a body of forces,
in order to efcort the king to London, to protet
him during his coronation, and to keep him from
falling into the hands of their enemies. The oppo-
fite fation, fenfible that fldward was now of an age
vhen great advantages could be made of his name
and countenance, and was approaching to the age
when he would be legally intitled to exert in perfon
his authority, forcfaw, that the tendency of this
meafure was to perpetuate their fubjection under
their rivals; and they vehemently oppoled a refolu-
tion which they reprelented as the fignal for renew-
ing a civil war in the kingdom. Lord Haftings
threatened to depart inftantly to his government of
Culais*: The other nobles feemed relolute to op-
pofe force by force: And as the duke of Glocefter,
on pretence of pacifying the quarrel, had declared
againft all appearance of an armed power, which
might be dangerous, and was niowile neceflary, the
queen, trufting to the fincerity of his friendfhip, and
overawed by fo violent an oppofition, -recalled her
orders to her brother, and defired him to bring up
no greater retinue than thould be neceffary to fup-
port the ftate and dignity of the young fovereign®,
Tre duke of Glocelter, mean while, fet cut from
York, attended by a numerous train of the northern
gentry. When he reached Northampton, he was
joined by the duke of Buckingham, who was allo
attended by a fplendid retinue; and as he heard that
the king was hourly expected on that road, he re-
folved to await his arrival, under celour of conduél-
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ing him thence in perfon to London. The earl of

Rivers, apprehenfive that the place would be too

© % Hift. Croyl. cont. p. 564, 565- 2 Sir T, More, p. 483
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narrow to contain fo many attendants, fent his pupﬂ
forward by another road to Stony-Stratford; and
came himfelf to Northampton, in order to apologife
for this mealure, and to pay his refpeés to the duke
of Glocefter. He was received with the greateft
appearance of cordiality : He pafied the evening in
an amicable manner with Glocefter and Buking.
ham: He proceeded on the road with them next
day to join the king : But as he was entering Stony.
Stratford, he was arrefted by orders from the duke
of Glocefter®: Sir Richard Gray, one of the
queen’s fons, was at the fame time put under a
guard, together with Sir Thomas Vaughan, who
poflefled a confiderable office in the king’s houfe.
hold ; and all the prifoners were inftantly conduéted
to Pomfrer. Glocefter approached the young
prince with the greatelt demonftrations of refpedt;
and endeavoured to fatisfy him with regard to the
violence committed on his uncle and brother: But
Edward, much attached to thele near relations, by
whom he bad been tendeily educated, was not fuch
a mafter of diffimulation as to conceal his difplea.
fure®,

THE people, however, were extremely rejoiced
at this revolution; aud the duke was received in
London with the loudelt acclamations: But the
queen no fooner received intelligence of her bro-
ther’s imprifonment, than fhe forefaw that Gloce.
fter’s violence would nat ftop there, and that her
own ruin, if not that of all her children, was finally
determined.  She thercefore fled into the fanétuary
of Wefltminfler, attended by the marquis of Dorlfet ;
and fhe carried thither the five princeffes, together
with the duke of York¢. She trufted, that the
ecclefiaftical privilegds which had formerly, during
the total ruin of her hutband and family, given her
protetion againfl the fury of the Lancaftrian fac.

" Hift. CroyL cont. p. 5 . 7 ®8iy T. More, p. 48

4 Hiit. Croyl, cdntt. %). ;g;: 505, Siv T Morerp :} *
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tion, would not now bc violated by her brother-in- ¢ B a ».

law, whileherfon was on the throne; and fhe refolved | _*X1!:
to await there the return of better fortune. But 153,

Glocefter, anxious to have the duke of Yok in
his power, propofed to take him by force {rom the
fantuary ; and he reprefented to the privy.council,
both the indignity put upon the government by the
queen’s ill-grounded apprehenfions, and the necel-
{ity of the young prince’s appearance at the enfuing
coronation of his brother. [+ was farther urmed,
that ecclefialtical privileges were originally intended
only to give protection to urhappy men perlecutcd
for their debts or crimes; and were entirely ufelefs
to a perfon who, by reafon of his tender age, could
lie under the burden of neither, and wio, for the
fame reafon, was utterly incapable of claiming fe-
curity from any fan€tuary. Lut thetwo archbithops,
cardinal Bourchier the primate and DNotherham
archbifhop of York, protefting againfl the facrilege
of this meafure ; it was agrecd, that they fhould firft
endeavour to bring the queen to compliance by per-
fuafion, before any violence fhould be empleyed
againft her. Thefe prelates were perfons of known
integrity and Lonour ; and being themfelves entirely
perfuaded of the duke’s good intentions, they em-
ployed every argument, accompanied with earneft
entreaties, exhortations, and adurances, to bring
her over to the fame opinicn.  She long continued
obftinate, and infifted, that the duke of York, by
living in the fanQuary, was not only fecurs himfelf,
but gave fecurity to the king, whofe life no oue
would dare to attempt, while his {ucceflor and aven.
ger remained in fafety, But finding that none fup-
ported her in thefe fentiments, and that force, in
cafe of refulal, was threatened by the council,
the at laft complied, and produced her fon to the
two prelates. She was here on a fudden ftruck
with a kind of prefage of his future fate: She ten-
derly embraced him: the bedewed him with her

vi tears ;
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tears; and bidding him an eternal adieu, delivered
him, with many expreflions of regret and relutance,
into their cultody *.

Tur duke of Glocefter, being the neareft male
of the royal family capable of exercifing the govern-
ment, feemed intitled, by the cuftoms of the realm,
to the office of prote&or ; and the council, not wait-
ing for the confent of parliament, made no fcruple
of invefting him with that high dignity " ‘The gene-
ral prejudice entertained by the nobility againit the
queen and her kindred,, occafioned this precipita-
tion andirregularity ; and no one forefaw any danger
to the fucceflion, much lefs to the lives of the
young princes, from a mealure fo obvious and fo
natural,  Befides that the duke had hitherro been
able to cover, by the moft profound diflimulation,
his fierce and favage nature ; the numerous iflue of
Edward, together with the two children of Clarence,
feemed to be an eternal obftacle to his awmbition;
and it appeared equally impraéticable for him to de.
{troy fo many perlons poffefled of a preferable title,
and imprudent to exclude them. Buta man who
had abandoned all principles of honour and huma.
nity, was foon carried by his predominant paffion
beyond the reach of fear or precaution; and Glo-
cefter, having fo far fucceeded in his views, no
longer hefitated in removing the other obftruétions
which lay between him and the throne. The death
of the earl of Rivers, and of the other prifoners de-
tdined in Pomfret, was firft determined ; and he
eafily obtained the confent of the duke of Bucking-
ham, as well as of lord Haflings, to this violent
and fanguinary meafure, However ealy it was in

* thofe tinies, to procure a fentence again(t the moft

innocent perfon, it appeared ftill more eafly to dif-
patch an enemy, without any trial or form of pro-
ceis; and orders were accordingly ifued to fir
Richard Ratclifie, 2 proper irftrument in the hands

¢ Sir T More, p. 491, “r i Croyl. cunt. p. 566.
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of this tyrant, to cut off the heads of the prifoners, ¢ ¥ A P.

Thie protector then affdiled the fidelity of Bucking. . **!

ham by all the arguments capable of fwaying a vi-
cious mind, which knew no motive of aftion but
intereft and dmbitioh He reprefented, that the
execution of perfons fo nearly related to the king,
whom that prince fo opeiily profefled to love, and
whole fate he fo much refented, would never pafs
unpunifhed ; and all the aétors in that fcene were
Bound in prudence to prevent the effe@s of his fu-
ture vengeance ¢ That it would be impofiible to keep
the queen for ever at a diftance from her fon, and
equally impoflible to prevent her from inflilling into
liis tender mind the thoughts of retaliating, by like
executions, the fanguinary infults committed on her
family : That the only method of obyiating thefe
mifchiefs was to put the feeptre in the hands of a man
of whofe friéndthip the duke might be affured, and
whofe yeats and experience taught him to pay refpeét
to merit, and to the rights of ancient ncbility : And
that the fame neceflity which had carried them fo
far in refifting the ufurpation of thefe intruders, mult
juftify them in attempting farther innovationz, and
in making, by national confent, 3 new fettlement of
the fuccelfion. To thefe reafons he added the cffers
of great private advantages ta the'duke of Buck-
ingham ; and he eafily obtained from him a pro-
mile of fupporting him in all his enterprifes.

THe duke of Glocefter, knowing the importance
of gaining lord Haftings, founded ar a diftance his
fentiments, by means of Catefby,a lawyer, who lived
in great intimacy ‘with that nobleman ; but found
him impregnable in his-allegiance and fidelity to the
children of Edward, who had ever honoured him
with his friendfhip &..- He faw, therefore, that there
were no longer any meafures 10 be kept with him 5

~ and he determined to ruin utterly the man whom he

% Sir ’f o Mére, Pe 493 ' ,
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defpaired of engaging to concur in his ufurpation.
On the very day when Rivers, Gray, and Vaughan
were executed, or rather murdered at Pomfret, by
the advice of Haftings, the proteCtor fummoned a,
council in the Tower ; whither that nobleman, fufs
pedling no defign agdinft him, repaired without he-,
fitation, The duke of Glocefter was capable of
committing the moft bloody and treacherous mur.
ders with the utmolt coolnefs and indifference. On
taking his place at the council-table, he appeared in
the eafieft and molt jovial humour imaginable, He
feemed to indulge himfelf in familiar converfation.
with the counfellors, before they thould enter’on
bufinels ; and having paid fome compliments to
Morton bifhop of Ely, on the good and early ftraw.
berries which he raifed in his garden at Holborn, he
begged the favour of having a difh of them, which
that prelate immediately difpatched a fervant to
bring to him. The protetor then left the council,
ag if called away by fome other bufinefs ; but foon
after rcturning with an angry and inflamed counte-
nance, he afked them what punifhment thofe de-’
ferved that had plotted againft bis life, who was fo_
nearly related to the king, and was entrufted with
the adminiltration of government? Haftings replied,
that they merited the punifhment of traitors, . Thefe
traifors, cried the proteflor, are rhe forcerefs, my
brother’s wife, and Yane Shore his miftrefs, with
hors their affocintes : See-to what a condition thay
bave reduced me by their incantations and witcheraft:
Upon which he ldid bare his arm, all fhrivelled and
decayed. But the counfellors; who knew that this
infirmity had attended him from  his birth, looked
on each other with amazement; and above all lopd
Haftings, who, as he had fince Edward’s death e~
gaged in an intrigue with Jane Shore ®, was naty-

~ waily anxious concerning the iffue of thefe extraors

% See note [K] at the Iem:l of the volume.
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they be guilty of thefe crimes they deferve the feveref?
punifbment.  And do you reply to me, exclaimed the
prote&or, with your ifs and your ands? You are the
chicf abettor of that witch Shore? You are yourfelf a
traitor : And I fwear by St. Paul, that I will not
dinc before your head be brought me. He ftruck the
table with his hand : Armed men ruthed in at the
fignal : The counfellors were thrown into the utmoft
confternation : And one of the guards, as if by ac-
cident or miftake, aimed a blow with a poll-ax at
lord Stanley, who, aware of the danger, flunk un-
der the table; and though he faved his life, reccived
a [evere wound in the head in the proteétor’s pre-
fence. - Haftings was feized, was hurried away, and
inftantly beheaded on a timber log which lay in the
court of the Tower'. Two hours after, d procla-
mation, well penned and fairly written, was read to
the citizens of London, enumerating his offences,
and apologifing to them, from the foddennefs of the
difcovery, for the fudden execution of that noble-
" man, wha was very popular among them : But the
faying of a merchant was much talked of on the
‘occafion, who remarked, that the proclamation
was certainly drawn by the {pirit of prophecy *.
Lorp Stanley, the archbifhop of York, the bifhop
of Ely, and other counfellors, were committed pri-
foners in different chambers of the Tower: And the
proteftor, in order to carry on the farce of his accu-
{ations, ordered the goods of JaneShore to be feized 5
and he fummoned her to anlwer before the council
for lorcery and witcheraft.  Butas no proofs whiclt
could be received even in that ignorant age were pro-
duced againft her, he diretted her to be tried in the
fpiritual court for her adulterics and lewdnels ; and
fhe did penarice in a white fheet in St. Paul’s, hefore
the whole people.  This lady was born of reputabls

o Hift. Croyl cont, ix;‘566. ¥ Sir 'T'. More, p. 496.
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parents in London, was well educated, and married
to a fubftantial citizen ; but unhappily, views of fri~
tereft, more than the maid’s inclinations, had been
confulted in the match, and her mind, though
framed for virtue, had proved unable to refift the
allurements of Edward, who folicited her favours,
But while feduced from her duty by this gay and
amorous monarch, the {till made herfelt refpe&able
by her other virtues ; and the alcendant which her
charms and vivacity long maintained over him, was
all employed in aéts of beneficence and humanity.
She was ftill forward to oppofe calumny, to prote
the opprelled, to relieve the indigent ; and her good
offices, the genuine diftates of her heart, never
waited the folicitation of prefents, or the hopes of
reciprocal fervices. But fhe lived not only to feel
the bitternefs of fhame impofed on her by this tyrant,
but to experience, in old age and poverty, the in-
gratitude of thofe courtiers who had long folicited
her friendfhip, and been protefted by her credit.
No one, among the great multitudes whom fhe had
obliged, had the humanity to bring her confolation
or relief : She languithed out her lite in folitude and
indigence : And amidft a court inured to the moft
atrocious crimes, the frailties of this woman juflified
all violations of friendfhip towards her, and all ne-.
gle&t of former obligations: - R
Taese a@ls of violence, exercifed againft all the
neareft connexions of the Jate king, prognofticated
the fevereft fate to his defencelefs children; and after
the murder of Haftings, the prote€tor no longer
made a fecret of his intentions to ulurp the crown.
"The licentious life of Edward, who was not reftrained
in his pleafures either by honour ‘or nrudence, af
forded a pretence for declaring his mafriage with the
queen invalid, and all his polterity illegitimate. Tt
was aflerted, that before efpoufing the lady Elizabetli
ray, he had paid court to the lady Eleanor Talbot,”

davghter of the earl of Shrewfbury ; and being re-

pulfed
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pulled by the virtue'of that lady, he was obliged, ere
he could gratify his defires, to confentto a private
marriage, without any witnefles, by Stillington bi-
fhop of Bath, who afterwards divulged the fecret .
It was allo maintained, that the aé&t of atrainder
paflfed againft the duke of Clarence had virtually in-
capacitated his children from fucceeding to the
crown ; and thele two families being {et alide, the
protefior remained the only true and legitimate heir
of the houfe of York, But as it would be difficult,
if not impoflible, to prove the preceding marriage
of the late king ; and as the rule, which excludes
the heirs of an attainted blood from private fuccef~
fions, was never extended to the crown the proteftor
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relolved to make ufe of another plea ftill more

fhameful and fcandalous. His partifans were taught
to maintain, thatboth Fdward IV, and the duke of
Clarence were illegitimate ; that the duchefs of York
had received different lovers into her bed, who were
the fathers of thefe children; thar their refemblance
to thole gallants was a fufficient proof of their fpu.
rious birth ; and that the duke of Glocelter alone,
of all' her fons, appeared by his features and counte-
nance to be the true oftspring of the duke of York.
Nothing can be imagined moreimpudent than this
affertion, which threw o foul an imputation on his
own mother, a princefs of irreproachable yirtue,
and then alive ;. yer the place chofen for firft pro-

mulgating it was the pulpit, before a large congre--

gation, and in the protettor’s prefence. Dt Shaw
was appointed to preach in St. Paul’s; and having
chofen this paflage-for his text, Baffard flips fball not
thrive ; he enlarged on all the topics'which could
Liferedit the birth of Bdward IV, the duke of Cla-
renze, and of all their children. He thep broke
alr in a panegyric on the duke of Glocefter ; and
excldimed, ¢ Behold this excellent prince, the exs

VR, Crovl. nont. 567 Comines.  Sir™T. More, . 492,
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«{cendant of the houfe of York'; bearing, no lefs

in the virtues of his mind, than in the features
of his countenance, ,the character of the gallant
Richard, once your heroand-favourite: He alone
is entitled to your allegiance: He mult deliver
¢ you from the dominion of all intruders : He alone
¢ can reftore the loft glory and honour of the na-
“ tion.” It was previoully concerted, that as the
dottor-fhould pronounce thefe words, the duke of
Glocefter thould enter the church; and it was ex-
pected that the audience would cry out, God fave king
Richard! which would immediately have been laid
hold of as a popular confent, and interpreted to be
the voice of the nation : But by a ridiculoys miftake,
worthy of the whole fcene, the duke did not appear
till after this exclamation was already recited by the
preacher. The doftor was therefore obliged to re-
peat his rhetorical figure out of its proper place :
The audience, lefs from the abfurd conduét of the
difcourfle, than from their deteftation of thele pro-
ceedings, kept a profound filence : .And the pro-
teftor and his preacher weére equally,abafhed at the-
ill fuccels of their ftratagem.

Bu theduke was too far<advanced to recedefrom
his ériminal and ambitious purpofe. A new expe-
dient was tried to work on the people. The mayor,
who was brother to Dr. Shaw, and entirely in the
prote&or’s interefts, called an aflembly of the citi-
gens; where'the duke of Buckingham, who poffeffed
fome talents for eloquence, harangued them on the

“-proteftor’s title to the crown, and difplayed thofe
, numerous virtues of which he pretended that prince

was poflefled.  He next atked them, Whether they
would haye the duke for king? and then ftopped,
in expeftation of hedring the cry, God fave king
Richard! He was furprifed to obferve them filent;
and turning about to the mayor afked him the rea-
fon, 'Themayor replied, that perhaps they did not

oo ‘ undere
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underftand him. Buckingham then repeated his
difcourfe with fome variation ; inforced the fame
topics, alked the fame queftion, and was received
with the fame filence. * ¢ I now fee the caufe,” faid
-the mayor ; ** the citizens are not accuftomed to be
% harangued by any but their recorder ; and know
¢ not how to anfwer a perfon of your grace’s qua-
“ lity,”” The recorder, Fitz-Williams, was then
commanded to repeat the fubftance of the duke’s
fpeech 3 but the man, who was averfe to the office,
took care, throughout his whole difcourfe, to have
.it underftood that he {poke nothing of himfelf, and
that he only conveyed to them the {enfe of the duke
of Buckingham. Still the audience kepta profound
filence: - This is wonderful obftinacy,” cried the
duke: “Exprels. your meaning, my friends, one
¢ way or other : When we apply to you on this oc-
% cafion, it is merely from the regard which we
¢ bear to you. The lords and commons have fof-
¢ cient autbority, without your conlent, to ap-
¢ point.a king : But I'require you here to declare,
¢ in plain terms, whether or not you will have the
¢ duke of Glocefter for your fovereigni™ After all
_thefe efforts fome of the meaneft apprentices, incited
by the protector’s and Buckingham’s fervants, raifed
" a feeble cry, God fave king Richard™! ‘The femi-
ments of the nation were now fuflficiently declared :
"The.voice of the people was the voice of God : And
. Buckingham, with the mayor, haftened to iay-
nard’s caftle, where the protector then refided, that
.they might make him a tender of the crown.
WaeN Richard was told that a great mulrtude
was in the court, he refufed to appear ro them, and
. pretended to be apprehenfive for his perfonal fafety:
. A circomftance taken notice of by Buckinghuw,
- who obferved to the citizens that the prince was
ignorant of the whole defign.  Ac kit he was per-
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Tuaded to ftep forth, birt he ftill kept at fome dif
tance ; and he afked the meaning of their intrufion
and importunity. Buckingham told him that the
nation was refolved to have him for king : The pro-
teCtor declared his purpofe of maintaining his loyalty
to the prefent fovereign, and exhorted them to ad-
here to the fame refolution. He was told that the
people had determined to have another prince} and
if he rejected their unanimous voice, they mult look
out for one who would be more compliant. This
argument was too powerful to be refilted ¢ He was
prevailed on to accept of the crown: And he thence.
forth atted as legitimate and rightful fovereign. -
Turs ridiculous farce was foon after followed by
a lcene truly tragical: The murder of the two
young princes. Richard gave orders to fir Robert
Brakenbury, canftable of the Tower, to put his
nephews to death ; bnt this gentleman, who had
fentiments of honour, refufed to have any hand in
the infamous office, The tyrant then fent for fir
James Tyrrel, who promifed obedience; and he
ordered Brakenbury to refign to this gentleman the
keys and government of the Yower for one night.
Tysrel chufing three aflociates, Slater, Dighton,
and Yoreft, came in the night-time to the door of
the chambey where the princes were lodged; and

fending in the affafling, he bade them execute their

commiffion, while'he himfelf ftaid ‘without. ' They
found the young princes in bed, and fallen into'a
profound fleep.  After fuffocating them with the
bollter and pillows, they fhewed their naked bodies
to Tyrrel, who ordered them to be buried at the
foot of the flairs, deep in the ground, under a heap
of ftones”. Theéle cir umftances were all confeffed
by the aforsin the following reign ; and they were
never punithed for the ctime: Probably, becaufe
Ytenry, whole maxims of government were ¢x-

® Bir T, More, p 508, .
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tremely arbitrary, defired to eftablifh it as a principle, ¢ # A 3

that the commands of the reigning fovereign o
10 juftify every enormity in thofe who pajd obedience
to them. But there is one circumftance not fo eafy
to be accounted for: It is pretended that Richard,
difpleafed with the indecent manner of burying his
pephews, whom he had murdered, gave his chaplain
orders to dig up the bodies, and to inter them in
confecrated ground ; and as the man died foon after,
the place of their burial remained unknown, and the
bodies could never be found by any fearch which
Henry could make for them.  Yet in the reign of
Charles 11, when there was occafion to remove fome
ftones, and to dig in the very fpot which was men~
tioned as the place of their firlt interment, the bones
of two perfons were there found, which by their fize
exaltly correfponded to the age of Edward and. his
brother : They were concluded with certainty to be
the remains of thofe princes, and were interred un-
der a marble monument, by orders of king Charles®.
Perhaps Richard’s chaplain had died before he
found an opportunity of executing his mafter’s com.
_mands ; and the bodies being fuppofed to be already
“rémoved, a diligent fearch was not made for them
. by Henry in the place where they had been buried.

o Kennet, p. §51.
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HE firft a&s of Richard’s adminiftration were .
to beftow rewards on thofe who had aflifted

him in ufurping the crown, and to gain by favours =
thofe who he thought were beft able to fupport his

Juture government. Thomas lord Howard was

created duke of Norfolk ; fir Thomas Howard his*
fon, earl of Surry; lord Lovel a vilcount by the
fame name ; even lord Stanlcy was fet at liberty,
and made fteward of the houfehold. This noble.
man had become obnoxious by his firlt oppofition te
Richard’s views, and alfo by his marrying the coun.
tefs dowager of Richmond, heir of the Somerfet fz.
mily ; but fenfible of the neceflity of fubmitting to
the prefent goveinment, he feigned fuch zeal for
Richard’s [ervice, that he was received into favout,
and even found means to be entrufted with the mof}
important commands by that politic and jealous®,
tyrant, N
Bur the perfon who, both from the greatnefs é !
his fervices, and the power and fplendour of his fa
mily, was beft entitled to favours under the new go-
vernment, was the duke of Buckingham; and
Richard feemed determined to fparec no pains or
bounty in fecuring him to his interefts. Bucking-
bam was delcended from 4 daughter of Thomas of
Woodftock duke of Glocefter, uncle to Richard I
and by this pedigrec he not only was allied to the
royal family, but had claims for dignities ag well
as eftates of a very extenfive nature. The duke of
Glocefter, and Henry earl of Derby, afterwards
Henry IV, had married the two daughters and co-
heirs of Bohun earl of Hereford, one of the greateft
of the anciunt barons, whofe immenfe property came
thus to be divided into two Tharcs. One was in-

herited
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herited by the family of Buckingham; the othet was
united to the crown by the houfe of Lancalter, and,
after the attainder of that royal line, was feized as
legally devolved to them by the fovereigns of the
houfe of York. The duke of Buckingham laid hold
of the prefent opportunity, and claimed the reftitu-
tion of that portion of the Hereford eftate which had
éfcheated to the crown, ds well as of the great office
of conftable, which had long continued by inherit-
ance in his anceftors of that family. Richard rea-
dily complied with thele demands, which ‘were pro-
bably ' the price ftipulated to Buckingham for his
affiftance in promoting the ufurpation. That noble-
man was invefted with the office of conftable: ; he re-
ceived a grant of the eftate of Hereford?; many
other dignities and honours wereconterred upon him;
and the king thought himfelt fure of prelerving the
fidelity of a man whole interelts fecmed fo clofely
connetted with thole of the prefent government.
Bur it was impoffible that friendthip could long
" remain inviolate between two men of fuch corrupt
" minds as Richard and the duke of Buckingham.
. "Hiftorians aferibe their firlt ruptare to the king’sre-
" fufal of making reftitution of the Hereford eftate;
but it is certain, from records, that he paffed a grant
“for that purpofe, and that the full demands of
"Buckingham were fatisfied in this particular. Per-
haps Richard was foon fenfible of the danger which
might enfue from conferring fuch an immenle pro-
perty on a man of fo rarbulent a difpofition, and
afterwards raifed difficulties about the executionof hiz
own grant : Perhaps he refufed fome other demands
of Buckingham, whom he found i impoflible to
gratify for his paft fervices : Perhaps he refolved,
according to the ufual maxims of politicians, to feize
the firft opportunity of ruining this powerful fubject,
who had been the principal intirament of his own

)
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elevation ; and the difcovery of this intention begat
the firft difcontent in the duke of Buckingham,
However this may be, it is certain that the duke,
foon after Richard’s acceflion, began’to form a con.
fpiracy againft the governmenr, and attempted to
overthrow that ufurpation which he himfelf had fo
zealoufly contributed to eftablifh,

Never was there in anv coun(ry an ufurpation
more flagrant than that of Richard, or more repug-
nant to every principle of juftice and public intereft,
His claim was entirely founded on impudent allega.
tions, never attempted to be proved, fome of them
incapable of proof, and all of them implying fcan.
dalous refleftions on his own family, and on the per-
{ons with whom he was the moft nearly connefted.
His title was never acknowledged by any nationgl
aflembly, fcarcely even by the lowelt populace to
whom he appealed ; and it had become prevalent,
merely. for want of fome perfon of diftinftion who
might ftand forth againft him, and give a voice to
thofe fentiments of general deteftation which arofe
in every bofom, Were men difpoled to pardon thefe
violations of public right, the {enfe of private and
domeftic duty, which is not to be cffaced in'the
ioft barbarous fimes, muft have hegotten an ab-
horrence againft him; and have reprefented the

-murder of the young and inpocent ‘princes, his ne-

phews, with whofe prote€tion he had been entrulted,
in the moft odious colours imaginable, To enduye.
fuch a bloody yfurper feemed to draw difgrace upon
the nation, and to be attended with immediate dap-
ger to every individual who was diftinguithed by
birth, merit, or fervices. Such was become the
general voice of the people ; all parties were nited
in the fame fentiments; and the Lancaftrians, fo
long opprefled, and of late fo much difcredited, fele
their blafted hopes again revive, and anxioufly. es-
pected the confequences of thefe extraordinaryevents,
The duke of Buckingham, whole family had b«s‘er‘:i
devote
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devoted to that intereft, and who by his mother, a
daughter of Edmund duke of Somerfet, was allied
to the houfe of Lancafter, was eafily induced to
efpoufe the caufe of this party, and to endeavour
the reftoring of it to its ancient fuperiority. Morton
bithop of Ely, a zealous Lancaftrian, whom the
king had imprifoned, and had afterwards committed
to the cuftody of Buckingham, encouraged thefe
fentiments ; and by his exhortations the duke caft
his eye towards the young earl of Richmond, as the
only perfon who could free the nation from the ty.
ranny of the prefent ufatper?.

Hewry earl of Richmond was at this time de-
tained in a kind of honourable cuftody bythe duke of
Britanny ; and his defcent, which feemed to give him
fomepretenfions tothe crown, had been a great objett
of jealoufy both in the late and in the prelent reign,
John the firlt duke of Somerlet, who was grandfon
of John of Gaunt by a fpurious branch, bur legiti-
mated by aét of parliament, had left only one daugh-
ter, Margaret ; and his younger brother Ldmund
had fucceeded him in his titles; and in a confiderable
part of his fortune. Margaret had efpouled Kdmund
earl of Richmond, hallbrother of Henry V1. and
fon of fir Owen Tudor and Catherine of France, re.
li& of Henry V. and fhe bore him only one fon,
who received the mame of Henry, and who after
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his father’s death inherited the honours and fortune

of Richmond. His mother, being a widow, had
efpoufed in fecond marriage, fir Henry Stafford,
uncle to Buckingham, and after the death of that
gentleman had married lord Stanley; but had no
* childgen by either of thele hutbands ; and her fon
Henry was thus, in the event of her death, the fole
heir of all her fortunes, But this was not the molt
confiderable advanrage which he had reafon to expe&

' from her fucceffion: He would reprefent the elder

L]
© 4 Hiit, Croy}, dont, p 563, ] '
: branch



236

CHIHAPR

XXl
Soarmnms, ooy,
1,31,

HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

branch of the houfe of Somerlet ; he would inherie
all the #itle of that family to the crown ; and though
its claim, while any legitimate branch fubfifted of
the houle of Lancafter, bad always been much dif-
regarded, the zeal of faltion, after the death of
Henry VI and the murder of prince Edward,
immediately conferred a weight and confideration
upon it.

Fowsrp IV. finding that all the Lancaftrians
had turned their attcation towards the young earl of
Richmond as the objeé of their hopes, thought himn
allo worthy of his attention ; and purfued him into
his retreat in Britanny, whither his uncle the earl of
Pembroke had carried him after the battle of Teukef-
bury, fo fatal to his party. He applicd to Francis IL,
duke of Britanny, who was his ally, a weak buta
good prince ; and urged him to deliver up this fugi-
tive, who might be the fource of future difturbances
in England : Bnt the duke, averfe to fo difhonour-
able a propofal, would only confent that, for the fe-
curity of Edward, the young nobleman fhould be
detained in cuftody ; and he received an annual
penfion from England for the fafe-keeping or the
{ubfifrence of his prifoner, But towards the end of
Edward’s reign, when the kingdom was menaced
with 2 war both from France and Scotland, the
anxicties of the Englith court with regard to Henry
were much increafed ; and Edward made a new pro-
polal to the duke, which covered under the faireft
appeaiances, the moll bloody and treacherous inten-
tions. He pretended that he was defirous of gaining
his enemy, and of uniting him to his own family by
a marriage with his danghter Llizabeth; and he fo-
licited to have him fent over to England, in order
to cxecute a fchieme which would redound fo much

his advaniage. Thefe pretences, feconded as is

pofed by bribes to Peter Landais, a corrupt
minifter, by whom the duke was entirely governed,
r gained
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gained credit with the court of Britanny : Henry ¢ # a p.
was delivered into the hands of the Englifl agentss XX
He was ready to embark : When a fufpicion of Ed- 1485,
ward’s real defign was fuggefted to theduke, who re-
called his orders, and thus faved the unhappy youth
from the imminent danger which hung over him.
Tuzse {ymptoms of continued jealoufy in the
reigning family of England, both feemed to give
fome authority to Henry’s pretenfions, and made,
him the objeét of general favour and compaffion, on
account of the dangers and perfecutions to which he
was expofed. The univerfal deteftation of Richard’s
conduét turned ftill more the attention of the nation
towards Henry; and as all the defcendants of the
houle of Yurk were either women or minors, he
{feemed to be the only perfon from whom the nation
could exped the expulfion of the odious and bloody
tyrant. But notwithftanding thefe circumftances,
which were fo favourable to him, Buckingham and
the bifhop of Ely well knew that there would flill lie
many obftacles in his way to the throne; and that
though the nation had been much divided between
Henry VI. and the duke of York, while prefent
pofleffion and hereditary right floed in oppofition to
each other; yet as foon as thefe titles were united in
Edward IV. the bulk of the people had come over
“to the reigning family; and the Lancaftrians had
extremely decayed, both in numbers and in authe-
rity. It was therefore fuggefted by Morton, and
readily affented to by the duke, that the only means
of overturning the prefent ulurpation, was to unite
the oppofite fa&tions, by contralting a marriage be-
tween the earl of Richmond and the princels Eliza-
beth, eldeft danghter of king Ldward, and thereby
blending together the oppofite pretenfions of their
families, which had fo long been the fource of ppbs
lic difordeys and convulfions. They were {enfible
that the people were extremely defirous of repofe,
after fo many bloodj\and defirutive comn‘xotimlxg &
8 that
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that both Yorkifts and Lancaftrians, who how tay
equally under oppreflion, would embrace this {cheme
with ardour; and that the profpe& of reconciling
the two parties, which was in {tfelf {o defitable an
ehd, would, wheh added to the general hatred
againft the prefent government, fender their caufe
abfolutely invincible. In confequénce of thefe views
the prelate, by means of Reginald Bray, fteward
the countefs of Richmond, firlt opened the projeft
of fuch an union to that lady; and the plan appeared
fo advantageous for her fon, and at the famé¢ time
fo likely to fucceed, that it admitted not of the leaft
hefitation. Dr. Lewis, a Welch phyfician, who had
dceefls to the queen-dowager in her fanétuary, carried
the propofals to her; and found, that revenge for
the murder of her bruther and of her three fons, aps
prehenfions for her furviving family, and indignation
again(t her confinemient, eafily overcame all her pre:
judices againft the houfe of Lancafter, and procured
her approbation of a marriage to which the age and
birth, as well as the prefent fituation of the parties,
feemed fo naturally to invite them. She fecretly
borrowed a fum of money in the city, fent it over
to the earl of Richmond, required his oath to celes
brate the marriage as foon as he fheuld arrive in
England, advifed him to levy as many foreign forces
as poflible, and promifed to join him on his firft ap.
pearance, with all the friends and panifans of her
{amily.

THE plan being thus laid upon the folid founda~
tions of good fenfe and found palicy, it was fecretly
communicated to the principal perfons of both
parties in all the counties of Englund ; and a wonder-
fu) alacrity appearedin every order of men to forward
fte fuccels and completion. But it was impoffible
that fo extenfive a confpiracy could be conduéted
in fo fecret a manner as entircly to cfeape the
jealous and vigilant eye of Richard; and he foon
teceived intelligence that his/tnemies, headed llay

7 the



RICHARD I

the duke of Buckingham, were forming fome de-
fign againft his authority. He immediately put
himfelf in a pofture of defence by levying troops in
the North ; and he fummoned the duke to appear
at court, in fuch terms as leemed to promife him a
renewal of their former amity. But that nobleman,
well acquainted with the barbarity and treachery of
Richard, replied only by taking arms in ‘Wales,
and giving the fignal to his accomplices for a gene-
ral infurrection in all parts of Ingland. But at
that very time there happened to fall fuch heavy
rains, fo inceflant and continued, as exceeded any
known in the memory of man ; and the Scverne,
with the other rivers in that neighbourhood, {welled
to a height which rendered them impaffable, and
prevented Buckingham from marching into the
heart of England to join his aflociates. The Welfh-
men, partly moved by fuperftition at this extraor.
dinary eveut, partly diftrefled by famine in their
camp, fell off from him ; and Buckingham, finding
him{elf deferted by his followers, put on a difguife,
and took fhelter in the houfe of Bannifter, an old
fervant of his family. But being deteCed in his
retreat, he was brought to the king at Salifbury ;
and was inftantly executed, according to the fum-
mary method pratiled in that age®. The other
confpirators, who took arms in four different places,
at Exeter, at Salifbury, at Newbury, and at Maid-
ftone, hearing of the duke of Buckingham’s mis-
fortunes, defpaired of fuccefs, and immediately dif-
perfed themielves.

Tue marquis of Dorfet and .the bithop of Ely
made their efcape beyond fea : Many others were
equally fortunate: Several fell into Richard’s hands,
of whom he made fome examples. His executions
fcem not to have been remarkably fevere; though
we are told of one gentleman, William Coling-

* Hift. Groyl. cont. p- 568.
Vou, I 19) bourne,
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bourne, who fuffered under colour of this rebeflion,
but in reality for a diftich of quibbling verfes which
he had compofed againft Richard and his mini.
fters®. 'The earl of Richmond, in concert with
his friends, had fet fail from St. Malo’s, carrying on
board a body of 5000 men, levied in foreign parts;
but his fleet being at firft driven back by a ftorm, ke
appeared not on the coalt of England till after the
difperfion of all his friends; and he found himfelf
obliged to return to the court of Britanny,

Tur king, every where triumphiant, and fortified
by this unfuccefsful attempt to dethrone him, ven.
tured at laft to fummon a parliament; a meafure
which his crimes and flagrant ufurpation had induced
him hitherto to decline. Though it was natural
that the parliaient, in a conteft of national parties,
fhould always adhere to the vittor, he feems to
have ‘apprehended, left his title, founded on no
principte and fupported by no party, might be re-
jefted by that affembly. But his enemies being
now at his feet, the parliament had no choice left
but to recognife his authority, and acknowledge his
right to the crown. His only fon Edward, thena

_youth of twelve years of age, was created prince of

Wales: The duties of tonnage and poundage were
grantéd to the king for life : And Richard, in order
to reconcile the mation to his government, pafled
fome popular laws, particularly one againft the late
practice of extotting money on pretence of benes
volence,

" ALt the other meafures of the king tended to the
fame obje&t. Senfible, that the only circumftance
which could give him fecurity, was to gain the con-

* The lines were s
e Ruot, the Cat, and Love! that Dog,
Rul: oid England under the Hog.
Allmling to the names of Ratclific and Catefby ; and to Riche
ard’s arms, which were a hoar,
2! fidence
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fidence of the Yorkifts, he paid court to the queen- ¢ & a »,
dowager with fuch art and addrefs, made fuch X*!"-

earneft proteftations of his fincere good-will and
friendfhip, that this princefs, tired of confinement,
and defpairing of any fuccels from her former pro.
jeéts, ventured to leave her fantuary, and to put her-
felf and her daughters into the hands of the tyrant,
But he foon carried farther his views for the efta.
blithment of his throne. He had married Anne
the fecond daughter of the earl of Warwic, and
widow of Edward prince of Wales, whom Richard
himfelf had murdered; but this princefs having
bornzhim but one fon, who died about this time,
he confidered her as an invincible obftacle to the
fettlement of his fortune, and he was believed to
have carried her off by poifon ; a crime for which
the public could not be fuppofed to have any folid
proof, but which the ufual tenour of his conduét
made it reafonable to fufpe®. He now thought it
in his power to remove the chief perils which
threatened his government. The earl of Richmond,
he knew, could never be formidable but from his
projetted marriage with the princefs Elizabeth, the
true heir of the crown ; and he therefore intended,
by means of a papal difpenfation, to efpoufe, him-
felf, this princels, and thus to unite in his own
family their contending titles. The queen-dowager,
eager to recover her loft authority, neither fcrupled
this alliance, which was very unufual in England,
and was regarded as inceftuous ; nor felt any horror
at marrying her daughter to the murderer of her
three fons and of her brother : She even joined fo
far her interefts with thofe of the ufurper, that fhe
wrote to all her partifans, and among the reft, to
her fon the marquis of Dorfet, defiring them ro
withdraw from the earl of Richmond; an injury
which the earl could never afterwards forgive : The
court of Rome was applied to for a difpenfation s

. Wa Richard
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c ;’XA P. Richard thought that he could eafily defend himfelf
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during the interval, till it arrived ; and he had after-
wards the agreeable profpe& of a full and fecure
fettlement. He flattered himfelf that the Englith
nation, feeing all danger removed of a difputed
fucceffion, would then acquicfce under the domi-
nion of a prince, who was of mature years, of great
abilities, and of a genius qualified for government;
and that they would forgive him all the crimes
which he had committed, in paving his way to the

throne. '
Bur the crimes of Richard were fo horrid and
fo thorking to humanity, that the natural fentiments
of men, without any political or public views, were
{ufficient to render his governmeat unftable ; and
every perfon of probity and hunour was earneft to
prevent the {ceptre from being any longer polluted
by that blondy and fuirhlels hund which held it
Al the exiles flocked to the ear] of Richmond in
Britanny, and exhorted him to haflen his attempt
for a new invafion, and to prevent the marriage of
the princefs Flizabeth, which maft prove fatal to
all his hopes. The el femiible of the urgent ne-
ceflity, but dreading the treachery of Peter Landais,
who had entered into a negociation with Richard
for betraying him, was obliged ro attend only to
hiz prefent favety; and he made his efcape to the
court of France. The minillers of Charles VIIL
who had now fucceeded to the throne after the
death of his father Lewis, gave him countenance
and protection ; and being defirous of raifing dil
rurhance to Richard, they iecretly encouraged the
carl in the levies which he made for the {upport of
his emerpiife upon Lngland,  The earl of Oxford,
whom Richard’s fufpicions had thrown into confine.
mexnt, having made his elcape, here joined Henry;
and inflamed his ardour tor the attempt, by the
tavourahlz accounts which he brought of the difpo-
fitions
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fitions of the Englith nation, and their univerfal
hatred of Richard’s crimes and ufurpation.

Tar ear]l of Richmond fet fail from Harfleur in
Normandy with a fanll army of about 2000 men;
and after a mnavigation of fix days, he arrived at
Milford-haven in Wales, whete he landed without
oppofition. He direted bhis courle to that part of
the kingdom, in hopes that the Welfh, who regarded
him as their countrymen, and who had been alrea-
dy prepoflefied in favour of his caule by means of
the duke of Buckingham, would join his ftandard,
and enable him to make head againft the eftablifhed
government.  Richard, who knew not in what
quarter he might expeét the invader, had taken poft
at Nottingham, in the centre of the kingdom ; and
having given commitlions to different perfons in the
feveral counties, whom he empowered to oppofe
his enemy, he purpoled in perlon to fly on the firlt
alarm to the place expofed to danger.  Sir Rice ap-
Thomas and fir Walter Herbert were entrufted with
his authority in Wales; but the former imme-
diately deferted to Henry; the fecond made but
feeble oppofition to him : And the earl, advancing
towards Shrewfbury, received every day fome rein-
forcement from his partifans. Sir Gilbert Talbot
joined him with all the vaffals and retainers of the
family of Shrewfbury : Sir Thomas Bourchier and
fir Walter Hungerford trought their friends to fhare
his fortunes ; and the appearance of men of diftinc-
tion in his camp made already his caufe wear a fas
vourable afpedt.

Bur the danger to which Richard was chiefly ex.
pofed, proceeded not fo much trom the zeal of his
open enemies, as from the infidelity of his pre-
tended friends. Scarce any nobleman of diftinction
was fincerely attached to his caufe, except the duke
of Norfolk ; and all thofe who icigned the moft
loyalty were only watching for an opportunity to
betray and defert him. But the perfons of whom

Ug he
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CH A P he entertained the greateft fufpicion, were lord Stau.
\em ley and his brother fir William ; whofe conne&tiong

1485.,

zxd Aug.
Tattle of
Botworth,

with the family of Richmond, notwithftanding their
profeflions of attachment to his perfon, were never
entirely forgotten or overlooked by him. When he
empowered lord Stanley to levy forces, he ftill re-
tained his eldeft fon lord Strange, as a pledge for
his fidelity ; and that nobleman was, on this ac.
count, obliged to employ great’caution and referve
in his proceedings. He raifed a powerful body of
his friends and retainers in Chefhire and Leuacathire,
but without openly declaring himfelf : and though
Henry had received fecret affurances of his friendly
intentions, the armies on both fides knew not what
to infer from his equivocal behaviour. The two
rivals at lalt approached each other at Bofworth
pear Leicefter; Henry, at the head of fix thoufand
men, Richard with an army of above double the
number; and a decifive aftion was. every hour ex»
petted between them.  Sranley, who commanded
above feven thoufand men, took care to poft him-
felf at Atherllone, not far from the hoftile camps;
and he made fuch a difpofition as enabled him on
occafion to join either party. Richard had too
much fagacity not to difcover his intentions from
thofe movements; but he kept the fecret from his
own men for fear of difcouraging them: He took
not immediate revenge on Stanley’s fon, as fome
of his courtiers adviled him; becaufe he hoped
that [o valuable a pledge would induce the father
to prolong flill farther his ambiguous conduét:
And he haftened to decide by arms the quarrel
with his competitor ; being certain, that a vi€tory
over the earl of Richmond would enable him to
take ample revenge on all his enemies, open and
concealed,

THe van of Richmond's army, confifting of
archers, was commanded byghe earl of Oxford:
Sir Gilbert Talbot led the right wing; fir John

Savage
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Savage the left: The earl himfelf, accompanied by
his uncle the earl of Pembroke, placed himlelf in
the main body. Richard alfo took poft in Jis
main body, and entrufted the command of his van
to the duke of Norfolk: As his wings were never
engaged, we have not learned the names of the
feveral commanders. Soon after the battle began,
lord Stanley, whofe condué in this whole affair dif-
covers great precaution and abilities, appeared in
the field, and declared for the earl of Richmond.
This meafure, which was unexpe&ted to the men,
though not to their leaders, hud 2 proportional
effett on both armies: It infpired unufval courage
into Henry’s foldiers ; it threw Richard’s into dif-
may and confufion. The intrepid tyrant, {enfible
of his defperate fituation, caft his eye around the
field, and defcrying his rival at no great diftance,
he drove againft him with fury, in hopes that either
Henry’s death or his own would decide the victory
between them. He killed with bis own hands fir
William Brandon, {tandard-bearer to the earl: He.
difmounted fir John Cheyney: He was now within
reach of Richmond himfelf, who declined not the
combat ; when fir William Stanley, breaking in
with his troops, {urrounded Richard, who, fighting
bravely to the laft moment, was overwhelmed by
numbers, and perifhed by a fate too mild and ho-
nourable for his multiplied and deteftable enor-
g\ities. His men every where {ought for fafety by
ight.

THeRre fell in this battle about four thoufand of
the vangnifhed ; and among thefe the duke of
Norfolk, lord Ferrars of Chartley, Sir Richard Rat-
clife, fir Robert Piercy, and fir Robert Braken.
bury. The lofs was inconfiderable on the fide of
the vidtors, Sir William Catefby, a great inltru.
ment of Richard’s crimes, was taken, and loon
after beheaded, with {ome others, at Leicefter, The

U4 body
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body of Richard was found in the field covered
with dead enemies, and all' befmeared with blood:
It was thrown carclefsly acrofs a hotfe ; was carried
to Leicefter amidft the fhouts of the influlting fpec.
tators; and was intetred in the Gray-Frias church
of that place,

Tur hiflorians who favour Richard (for even
this tyrant has met with partifans among the later
writers) maintain, that he was well qualified for
government, had he legally obtained it ; and that
he committed no crimes but fuch as were neceffary
to procure him pofleflion of the crown: But this
is a poor apology, when it is confefled that he was
ready to commit the moft horrid crimes which ap.
peared neceffary for that purpefe ; and it is certain,
that all his courage and capacity, qualities in which
he really feems not to have been deficient, would
never have made compenfation to the people for
the danger of the precedent, and for the contagious
example of vice and murder, exalted upon the
throne, This prince was of a [mall {tature, hump.
backed, and had a harfh difagreeable countenance ;
fo that his body was in every particular no lefs de.
formed than his mind. '

* # * R *

Tuus have we purfucd the hiftory of England
through a Icries of many barbarous ages, till we
have at laft reached the dawn of civility and fcignce,
and have the profpet both of greater certainty in
our hiftorical narrations, and of being able to pre-
fent to the reader a fpe@acle more worthy of his at-
tention. The want of certainty, however, and of
circumftances, is not alike to be complained of
throughout every period of this long narration.
"This ifland pofeffes many ancient hiflorians of good
credit, as well as many hiﬁoric/gl monuments ; ang
14
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it is rare, that the annals of (o uncultivated a people, € H a ».

as were the Englifh as well as the other European
nations, after the decline of Roman learning, have
been tran{mitted to pollerity fo complete, and with
fo little mixture of falfehood and of fable. This
advantage we owe entirely to the clergy of the
church of Rome; who, founding their authority
on their fuperior knowledye, preferved the precious
literature of antiquity from a total extin&tion*; and
under fhelter of their numerous privileges and im-
munities, acquired a fecurity by means of the {u-
perftition, which they would in vain have claimed
from the juftice and humanity of thole turbulent
and licentious ages. Nor is the fpeftacle alto-
gether unentertaining and uninftru&tive which the
hiftory of thofe times prefents to us. The view of
human manuers, in all their variety of appearances,
is both profitable and agreeable; and if the afpect
in fome periods feem horrid and deformed, we may
thence learn to cherith with the greater anxiety that
fcience and civility which has fo clofe a connexion
with virtue and humanity, and which, as it is 2
fovereign antidote againlt fuperftition, is alfo the
moft elfeGtual remedy againft vice and diforders of
gvery kind.

Tue rife, progrefs, perfettion, and decline of
art and fcience, are curious objefts of contempla-
tion, and intimately conneéted with a narration of
civil tranfactions. The events of no particular
period can be fully accounted for, but by confider-
ing the degrees of advancement which men have
reached in thofe particulars.

'Trose wlo calt their eye on the general revo-
lations of fociety will find, that, as almoft all im-
pravements of the human mind had reached nearly
to their ftate of perfection about the age of Au-
gultus, there was a fenfible decline from that point

* See note [L'} at the end of the volume.
or
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¢ H A T. or period ; and men thenceforth relapled gradually

XL

PRV 1 ignorance and barbarifm. The unlimited ex.

tent of the Roman empire, and the confequent
defpotifm of its monarchs, extinguifhed all emu-
lation, debafed the generous [pirits of men, and
deprefled that noble flame by which all the refined
arts mull be cheriflied and enlivened. The military
government which foon fucceeded, rendered even
the lives and properties of men infecure and preca-
rious ; and proved deltruétive to thofe vulgar and
more neceffary arts of agriculture, manufa&ures,
and commerce; and, in the end, to the military
art and genius itfelf, by which alone the immenfe
fabric of the empire could be fupported. The
irruption of the barbarous nations which foon fol-
lowed, overwhelmed all human knowledge, which
was already far in its decline; and men funk every
age deeper into ignorance, ftupidity, and fuper-
ftition ; till the light of antient {cience and hiftory
had very nearly {uffered a total extinion in all the
Luropean nations.

Bur there is a point of depreffion, as well as of
excltation, from which human affairs naturally re-
turn in a contrary dire€tion, and beyond which they
feldom pals either in their advancement or decline.
The period in which the people of Chriftendom
were the loweft funk in ignorance, and confequently
in diforders of every kind, may juftly be fixed at
the eleventh century, about the age of William the
Conqueror; and from that wra, the fun of fcience be-
ginning to re-alcend, threw out many gleams of light,
which preceded the full morning when letters were
revived in the fifteenth century. The Danes, and
other northern people, who had fo long infefted all
the coafts, and even the inland parts of Europe, by
their depredations, having now learned the arts of
tillage and agriculture, found a certain fubfiftence
at home, and were no longer tempted to defert
their induftry, in order to feek'a precarious l;;reli(i

00
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hood by rapine and by the plunder of their neigh.
bours. The feudal governments alfo, among the
more fouthern nations, were reduced to a kind of
fytem ; and though that ftrange fpecies of civil po-
lity was ill ficted to enfure either liberty or tran.
quillity, it was preferable to the univerfal licence
and diforder which had -every where preceded it.
.But perhaps there was no event which tended far-
ther to the improvement of the age, than one which
has not been much remarked, the accidental finding
of a copy of Juftinian’s Pandedls, about the year
1130, in the town of Amalfi in Italy.

Tue ecclefialtics, who had leifure, and fome in.
clination to ftudy, immediately adopted with zeal
this excellent fyltem of jurifprudence, and {pread
the knowledge of it throughout every part of Eu.
"rope. Befides the intrinfic merit of the perform.
ance, it was recommended to them by its original
connexion with the impetial city of Rome, which
being the feat of their religion, leemed to acquire
a new luftre and authority by the diffufion of its.
laws over the weftern world, Inlefls than ten years
after the difcovery of the Pandeéls, Vacarius, under
the protettion of Theobald archbithop of Canter-
bury, read public leCtures of civil law in the uni-
verfity of Oxford ; and the clergy every where, by
their example as well as exhortation, were the

means of diffufing the higheft efteem for this new

fcience. That order of men having large poflel~
fioas to defend, was in a manner neceflitated to
turn their ftudies towards the law; and their pro-
perties being often endangered by the violence of
the princes and barons, it became their intereft to
enforce the obfervance of general and equitable
rules, from which alone they could receive pro-
tetion. As they poffefled all the knowledge
of the age, and were alone acquainted with the
habits ot thinking, the praftice as well as fcience
of the law fell moftly into their hands: And

thourh
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though the clofe commexion which, without any
neceflity, they foined between the canon and civil
law, begat a jealoufy in the laity of England, and
prevented the Roman jurifprudence from becoming
the municipal law of the country,as was the cafe in
many ftates of Europe, a great part of it was fe-
cretly transferred into the prattice of the courts of
jullice, and the imitation of their neighbours made
the Englith gradually endeavour to raife their own
law from its original ftate of rudenefs and imper-
fettion, '

IT is ealy to fee what advantages Europe muft
have reaped by its inheriting at once from the an-
cients fo complete an art, which was alfo fo necef-
fary for giving fecurity to all other arts, and which,
by refining, and ftill more by beftowing folidity on
the judgment, ferved as a model to farther im-
provements. The fenfible utility of the Roman
law, both to public and private interefl, recom-
mended the ftudy of it, at a time when the more
exalted and {peculative f{ciences carried no charms
with them ; and thus the laft branch of ancient lite-
rature which remained uncorrupted, was happily
the firft tranfmitted to the modern world : For it is
remarkable, that in the decline of Roman learning,
when the philofophers were univerfally infected with
fuperftition and fophiftry, and the poets and hifto-
rians with barbarifm, the lawyers, who in other
countries, are feldom models of fcience or polite-
nefs, were yet able, by the conftant ftudy and clole
imitation of their predeccflors, to maintain the
fame good fenfe in their decifions and reafonings,
and the fame purity in their language and exprel-
fion.

Weat beftowed an additional merit on the civil
law, was the extreme imperfection of that jurilpru-
dence which preceded it among all the luropcan
nations, efpecially among the, Saxons or antient
Englith. The abfurdities which prevailed a that

- time
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time in the adminiltration of juftice, may be con-
ceived from the authentic monuments which remain
of the ancient Saxon laws ; where a pecuniary com-
mutation was received for every crime, where ftated
prices were fixed for men’s lives and members,
where private revenges were authorifed for all injus
ries, where the ufe of the ordeal, corfnet, and after-
wards of the duel, was the received method of
proof, and where the judges were ruftic freeholders,
affembled of a fudden, and deciding a caufe from
one debate or altercation of the parties, Such a
ftate of fociety was very little advanced beyond the
rude ftate of nature : Violence univerfully prevailed,
inftead of yeneral and equitable maxims : The pre-
tended liberty of the times was only an incapacity
of fubmitting to government: And men, not pro-
teCted by law in their lives and properties, fought
fhelter by their perfonal fervitude and attachments
under fome powerful chieftain, or by voluntary
eombinations. ]

Trz gradual progrefs of improvement raifed the
Europeans fomewhat above this uncultivated ftates
and alfairs, in this ifland particulwrly, took early a
turn which was more favouravle to'juftice and to
liberty. Cuvil employmenas and occupations foon

became honourable among the Englith: The fitna-

tion of that people rendered not the perpetual atten-
tion to wars {o necetfary as among their neighbours,
and all regard was not confined to the military pro-
feflion : ‘Lhe gentry, and even the nobility, began
to deem an acguiintance with the law a neceflury
paurt of educariog : They were lefs diverted than
afterwards from tludies of this kind by other fui-
ences; und in the age of Ienry VI as we are told
by Forielcnz, there werein the inns of court about
two thoulard {ludents, moft of them men of ho-
nourable birth, who gave application ro this branch
of civil knowledgs : A circumilanve which proves
thata confiderable progre(s was aiready made in the
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fcience of government, and which prognofticated 4
1tjll greater. ‘

One chief advantage which refulted from the in.
troduétion and progrefs of the arts, was the intro-
du&tion and progrels of frecdom; and this confe-
quence affe¢ted men both in their per/onal and civil
capacities.

Ir we confider the ancient ftate of Europe, we
fhall find that the far greater part of the fociety
were everywhere bereaved of their per/fonal liberty,
and lived entirely at the will of their mafters,
Every one that was not noble was a flave: The
peafants were fold along with the land : The few
inhabitants of cities were not in a better condi-
tion : Even the gentry themfelves were fubjeéted
to a long train of fubordination under the greater
barons or chief vaffals of the crown; who, though
feemingly placed in a high ftate of fplendour, yet,
having but a flender protetion from law, were ex.
pofed to every tempett of the ftate, and, by the
precarious condition in which they lived, paid dear.
ly for the power of opprefling and tyrannifing over
their inferiors, ‘The firft incident which broke in
upon this violent [yftem of government, was the
practice begun in Italy, and imitated in France, of
ereCting communities and corporations, endowed
with privileges and a feparate municipal govern.
ment, which gave them proteftion againft the ty-
ranny of the barons, and which the prince himfelf
deemed it prudent to refpeét®. The relaxation. of

® There appear early fymptoms of the jealou{y entertained by
the barans againdt the progrels of the arts as deftrudtive of their
licentious power. A law was enadted, 7 HenryIV. chap. 17.

vohibiling any one who did not poffels twenty thillings a year
in land, from Linding his fons apprentices to any trade.  Lhey
found already that the cities began to drain the country of the
labourers and hufbandmen ; and did not forefee how much the
fucréafe of commerce would increafe the value of their eltates,
See farther, Cotton, p. 179.  T'he kings, to encourage the bo-
roughs, granted them this priviloge, that any villain who had
lived a twelvemonth in any corporation, and had been of the
guild, thauld be thenceforth regarded as fres.

the
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the feudal tenures, and an execution fomewhat C H A P

ftrifer, of the public law, beftowed an independence
on vaflals which was unknown to their forefathers.
And even the peafants themfelves, though later

X1l
L e

than other orders of the flate, made their efcape -

from thofe bonds of villenage or flavery in which
they had formerly been retained.

IT may appear {trange, that the progrefs of the
arts, which {feems, among the Greeks and Romans,
to have daily encreafed the number of flaves,
fhould, in later times, have proved fo general a
fource of liberty; but this diflerence in the events
proceeded from a great difference in the circum-
ftances which attended thole inftitutions. The
ancient barons, obliged to maintain themfelves
continually in a military pofture, and little emulous
of elegance or fplendor, employed not their villaing
as domeftic fervants, much lefs as manufaturers
but compofed their retinue of freemen, whofe mili~
tary {pirit rendered the chieftain formidable to his
neighbours, and who were ready to attend him in
every warlike enterprife. The villains were entirely
occupied in the cultivation of their mafter’s Jand,
and paid their rents either in corn and cattle and
other produce of the farm, or in fervile offices,
which they performed about the baron’s family, and
upon the farms which he retained in his own poflef
fion. In proportion as agriculture improved and
money increafed, it was found that thefe fervices,
though extremely burdenfome to_the villain, were
of little advantage to the mafter ; and that the pro-
duce of a large eftate could be much more conve-
niently difpofed of by the peafunts themfelves who
rifed it, than by the landlord or his bailiff, who
were formerly accuftomed to receive it. A com-
mutation was therefore dnade of rents for {ervices,
and of money-rents for thofe in kind ; and as men
ina fubfequent age difcovered that farms were bet-
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ter culiivated where the farmer enjoyed a fecurity i
his pofleflion, the praflice of granting leafes to the
peafant began to prevail, which entirely broke the
bonds of fervitude, already much relaxed from -
the former practices. Alfer this manner villenage
went gradually into difule throughout the more
civilized parts of Turope: The intereft of the
mafter as well as that of the flave concurred in this
alteration. The latelt laws which we find in Tng.
land for enforcing or regulating this fpecics of fer-
vitude were enafted in the reign of Henry VI
And though the ancient ftatures on this fubjeét re-
main {iill unrepealed by parliament, it appears thar,
before the end of Elizabeth, the diftin&ion of vil-
lain and i{reeman was towally, though infenfibly
abolifhed, and that no perfon remained in the {tae
to whom the former laws could be applied.

Tuus per/fonal freedom became almoft general in
Europe; an advantage which paved the way for
the increafe.of political or civil liberty, and which,
even where it was not attended with this falutary
effe&, ferved to give the members of the commu-
nity fore of the moft confiderable advantages ofit.

"THE conflitution of the Englifh government, ever
fince the invafion of this ifland by the Saxons, may
boaft of this pre.cminence, that in no age the
will of the monarch was entirely ever abfolute and
uncontrolled : But in other refpes the balance of
power has extremely fhifted among the feveral

.orders of the ftate ; and this fabric has experienced

the fame mutability that has attended all human
inftirutions.

T'uE ancient Saxons, like the other German na.
tions, where each individual was enured to arms,
and where the independence of men was fecured by
a great cquality of pofleflions, feem to have ad-
mitted a confiderable mixture of democracy into
their form of government, and to have been one of

the
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the freeft nations of which' there remains any ac.
count in the records of hiffory. Atter this tribe
was fettled in England, efpecially after the diffolu«
tion of the Heprarchy, the great extent of the king-
dom produced a great inequality in property ; and
the balance feems to have inclined to the fide of ari-
ftocracy. The Norman conqueft threw more au.
thority into the hands of the fovercign, which how-
ever admitted of great control ; though derived lefs
from the general forms of the conftitution, which
were inaccurate and irregular, than from the inde-
pendent power enjoyed by each baron in his particu-
lar diftri€t or province. The eitablithment of the
great charter exalted ftill higher the ariftocracy, im-
polfed regular limits on royal power, and gradually
introduced fome mixture of democracy into the
conftitution. But even during this period, from the
acceffion of Edward 1. to the death of Richard IIL
the. condition of the commons was nowile eligible;
a kind of Polifh ariftocracy prevailed ; and though
the kings were limited, the people were as yet far
from being free. It required the authority .almoft
abfolute of the fovercigns, whigh took place in the
{ubfequent period, to pull down thofe diforderly and
licentious tvrants, who were cqually averf from
peace and from freedom, and (o eflablifi: that regu-
lar execution of the laws, =which in a following age
enabled the prople to ere& a regular and equitable
plan of liberty.

IN each of thefe fucceflive alterations, the ouly
rule of government which is intclligible or carries
any authority with it, is the cftablifhed pracuce of
the age, and the muxims of adminifirarinn whiciare
at that time prevalent and univerfally afienied to,
Thole who, from a preiended refpett 10 antiquity,
appeal at every tarn 1o an original plan of the con-
ftitucion, only cover their twbulent fpirit and their
private ambition under the appearance of venerable
forms ; and whatever period they pitch on for their

Vor. IIL . h.S model,
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model, they may ftill be carried back to a more

\eempmms B0CIENE period, where they will find the meafures of

power entirely different, and where every circums
ftance, by reafon of the greater batbarity of the
times, will appear ftill lefs worthy of imitation,
Above all, a civilized nation, like the Englith, who
have happi}{r eftablifhed the moft perfect and moft
accurate {yftem of liberty that ever was found com.
patible with government, ought to be cautious in ap.
pealing to the pradtice of their anceftors, or regard.
ing the maxims of uncultivated ages as certain rules
for thelr prefent conduft. An acquaintance with
the ancient periods of their government is chiefly
ufeful, by inftrulting them to cherifh their prefent
conftitution, from a comparifon or contraft with the
condition of thofe diftant times, And it is alfo ¢z.
rious, by fhewing them the remote and commonly
faint and disfigured originals of the moft finithed
and moft noble inftitutions, and by inftruéting them
in the great mixture of accident which commonly
concurs with a fmall ingredient of wifdom and fore-
fight in ereling the coniplicated fabric of the moft
perfe government.
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HEDNZRY VIL

Aceeffion of Henry VIL———His title to the crown
——King's prejudice ag inft the houfe of Vork ——-
His joyful reception in London——IIis coronation
——Sweating ficknefs——d parliament—-—En-
tail of the crown ~—King’s marriage ——dAn in-
Jurredlion— —Difcontents of the peaple—~Lam-
bert Simnel —— Rewolt of Ireland——Inirigues of
the dutchefs of Bu: gundy——Lambert Simnel in-
vades England———Battle of Stoke.

THE vi@ory which thc em] of Richmond gained
at Bofworth was entirely decifive ; being at-
tended as well with the total rout and dilperfion of
the royal army, as with the death of the king him.
felf.  Joy for this great fuccels fuddenly prompted
the foldiers in the field of battle to beftow on their
victorious general the appellation of king which he
had not hitherto afflumed ; and the acclamations of
Long live Henry the Seventh ! by a natural and un-
premeditated movement,refounded from all quarters,
To beltow fome appearance of formality on this fpe-
cies of military ele€tion, fir William Stanley brought
a crown of ornament which Richard wore in battle,
and which had been found among the fpoils ; and he
put it on the head of the vi®or. Henry him/(elf re-
mained not in fulpenfe; but immediately without
hefitation accepted of the magnificent prefent which
was tendered him, He was come to the crifis of his
fortune: and being obliged fuddenly to determine
himfelf, amidft great difficulties which he muft have

frequently revolved in his mind, he chofe thag part
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¢ m A 1 which his ambition fuggefted to him, and to which
XV he feemed to be invited by his prefent fuccefs.
1495 Trewi were many titles on which Henry could
His e o found his right to the crowu; but no one of them
" free from great objetions, if confidered with refpect
either to juftice or to policy.

Durinc fome years Henry had been regarded as
heir to the houfe of Lancafier by the party attached
to that family; but the title of the houfe of Lan.
cafter itfelf was generally thought to be very ill-
founded. Henry IV. who had firft raifed it to royal
dignity, had never clearly defined the foundation of
his claim ; and while he plainly invaded the order of
fucceflion, he had not acknowledged the: eletion
‘of the people. The parliament, it is true, had often
recogniled the title of the Lancaftrian princes; but
thefe votes had little authority, being confidered as
inflances of complaifance towards a family in poi-

--{eflion of prefent power : And they had accordingly
been often reverfed during the late prevalence of the
-houfe of York. Prudent men alfe, who had been
willing for the fake of peace, to fubmit to any
eftablifhed authority, defired not to fee the claims of
that family revived; claims which muft produce
_many convulfions at prefent, and which disjointed
-for. the futyre the whole [yftem of hereditary right.
Befides, allowing the title of the houle of Lancafter
to be legal, Henry himfelf was not the true heir of
that family 3 and nothing but the obfiinacy natu-
tal to. faflion, which-never without relutance will
fubmit to an antagonift, could have engaged the
.Lancafirians to adopt the eas] of Richmond as their
head. His mother indeed, Mazgaret countefs of
Rickirond, was fole daughter and heir of the duke
ol Bomerfer, fprung from John of Gaunt dulke,of
Tancafter : But the defeent of the Somerfet line was
ufclf illegitimate, and even adulrerous, And though
the duke of Lancafter had obtaingd the 1egi§i1;1a;ioril_
: ' A w e O
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of his fiatural children by a patent from Richard IL,
confirmed in pmlmmenr, it might juftly be doubted:
whether this deed couldbeflow any title to the crown;
fince in the patent itfelf all the privileges conferred
by it are fully enumerated, and thefuccefhion: to ‘the
kingdom is exprefsly excluded ., i’ all- fettle-
ments of the crown made during the reigns of the

Lancaftrian princes, the line of Someérfet had been

entirely overlooked ; and it was not till the Talture

of the legitimate - branch, that men had paid "my'

attention t6 their claim. And, ro add to the ge-
neral diffatisfaétion againft Henry’s titlé, his mo-
ther from whom he derived all his nght, was-{iill
alive ; and evidently- pregeded him in the mdcr of
fucceﬂmn. .

Trk title of the Houfe of York, hoth from- the
plain reafon of the cafe, and from the late popular
government of Fdward IV, had univerT. ally obtained
the preference in the {entiments of the pLople and
Henry tnight ingratt hie claim on the nights of thar

family, by his intended m'mmge with the pringefs:

Elizabetly, the heir of ir; a marriage whmh he had
folemnly promiled to rel«_bl ate, and to the expefta-

tion of which he had chiefly owed all his paft luc-
cefles. But many reafons diffuaded Henty from

adopting this expediznt. Were he to receivesthe

crown only in the right of his confort, his power he
knew would be very llmned, and hemuft expeft
rather to enjoy the bare title of king by a fort of
courtely, than poflefs the real autho*:ty which be-
longs to it. Should the princefs die before him
without iffue, he muft defcend from the throne, and
give placé to the nextin fucceflion: And even if his
bed {hould be bleft with ofspring, it feemed dan-
gerous to expedl that filial pl»ty in- his chiidren
would prw ail over the ambition of obtiining prefent

pofleffion of regel power.  An aét of pdrhament, in-

¥ Rynter, tom. vii, p. 849; » Coke’s Tnft. 4 Inft. part 1. p. 37
X3 " deed,
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C\};I{ AP ‘deed, might eafily be procured to fettle the crownon
Yoy Bim during life ; but Henry knew how much fupe.

1485,

rior the claim of fucceffion by blood was to the au.
thority of an affembly *, which had always been
overborne by violence in the fhock of contending
titles, and which had ever been more governed by
the conjun&ures of the times, than by any confider.
ation derived from realon or public intereft.

TrsrE was yet a third foundatjon on which Henry
might reft his claim, the right of conqueft, by his
vi€tory over Richard, the prefent pofleflor of the
crown. But befidés that Richard himfelf was -
deemed no better than an ufurper, the army which
fought againft him confifted chiefly of Englithmen;
and a right of conqueft over England could never be
eltablifhed by fuch a vitory. Nothing allo would
give greater tmbrage to the nation than a claim of
this nature; which might be conftrued as anabolition
of all their rights and privileges, and the eftablifh-
ment of abfolute authority in the fovereign’. Wil,
liam himfelf the Norman, though at the head of a
powerful and victorious army of foreigners, had at
firlt declined the invidious title of conqueror 3 and it
was not till the full eftablifiment of bis authority
that he had ventured to advance fo violent and de.
ftruflive a pretenfion.

Bur Henry was fenfible that there remained an-
other foundation of power fomewhat refembling the
right of conqueft, namely, prefent pofleffion; and
that this title, guarded by vigour and adbilities,
would be fufficient to fecure perpetual pofleffion of
the throne. He had before him the example of
Henry IV. who, fupported by ne better pretenfion,
had fubdued many infurreftions, and had been able

.to tranfmit the crown peaceably to his pofterity. He

could perceive that this claim, which had been per-
petuated through three generations of the family of

* Bacon i Kennet’s complete Hitory, p. 579. ¥ Bacon,

P59 .
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Lancafter, might ftill have fubfifted, notwithftand.
ing the preferable title of the houfe of York; had
not the feeptre devolved Into the hands of Henry VI,
which were top feeble to fultain ir. Inftructed by
this recent éxperlence, Henry was derermined to
put him/felf in pofleflion of legal authority ; and to
fhow all opponents that nothing but force of arms,
and a fuccefsful war, thould be able to expel him,
His claim as heir to the houfe of Lancafter he wag
velolved to advance; and never allowed to be dift
cuffed : And he hoped that this right, favoured by
the partifans of that family, and [econded by prefent
power, would fecure him a perpetyal and an inde.
pendent authority.

THEsE views of Henry are not expofed to much

blame; becaufe founded on good policy, and even ;

on a fpecies of neceflity : But there entered into all
his meafures and counfels another motive, which ad-
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King's pree
judice
againdt the
houfe of
York.

mits not of the fame apology. The violent conten.

tions which, during fo long 3 period, had been main.
tained between the rival families, and the many fan.
guinary revenges which they had alternately.taken
on each other, had inflamed the oppofite faftions to
a high pitch of animofity, Henry himfelf, who had
feen motft of his near friends and relations perifh in
battle or by the executioner, and who had been ex.
pofed, in his own perfon, to many hardfhips and
dangers, had imbibed a violent antipathy to the
York party, which no time or experience were ever
able to efface, Inftead of embracing the prefent
happy opportunity of abolithing thefe fatal diftinc-
tions, of uniting his title with that of his confort,and
of beftowing favour indifcriminately on the friends
of both families; he carried to the throne all the pat-
tialities which belong to the head of a faction, angd
. even the paffions which are carefully guarded againft
by every true politician in that fitnation. To ekale
the Lancaftrian party, to deprefs the adherents of the
houfe of York, were {till the favourite abjeés of his
X 4 . purfuit 3
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purluit 3 and through 'hc whole courfe of his reipn,
he naver forgnt thole e vp1 epoficllions. Incapable,
from his nutural temper, of a more enlarged and
more benrevolent fyftem of policy, he cxpofed him.
{elf to many prefent lncon"eniencies, by too anxi:
oully guarding againft that future poflible event,
which mi:ht disjoin his title from that of the prin-
cefr whom he efponfed. And while he treated the

Vorkifts as enemies, he foon rendered them fuch,
and taught them to difcufs that right to the crown,
which he fo car cfully kept feparate; and to per-
ceive its weaknefs and lnvqhduy.

To theie paflions of Henry, as well as to his fuf-
wo1ous politics, we are to aferibe the meafures which
I+ s mibraced two days after the baitle of Bofworth,
Ldward Plantagenet ear] of  Warwic, fon of the duke
ol Clarence, was detained in a kind of confinement
at Sheriff-Hutton in Yerkihire, by the jealoufy of
his uncle Richard; whole title to the throne wasin-
ferior to thut of the young prince, Warwic had now
reafon to expelt betier treatment, as he was no ob.
ftacle to-the fuccefiion either of Henr y or Llizabeth;
and from a youth of fuch tender yeurs no danger
could realonably be apprehenu.r_d Bur fir Robert

W illoughby was difpatched by Henry, with orders

1o take him from Sheriff-Hutton; to convey him to
the Tower, and to detain himiin elofe cuﬁody
The fame meflenger carried direCtions that the prin-

*cefs Elizabeth, \vho kad been confined to the fame

place, fhould be condufled to Longdon, in order to
meet Henry, and there celebrate her nuptials.
Henty himfelf {2t out for the capial, and ad-
vanced by dow journies. Mot to roude e jealouly
of tlie people, hie taok care to avnid all appearance
of unilitary ti mn vl 2ngd [o to refirain the infulence
of viclory, that every thing about him bore the dp-
pearance of an eftallifned munuzch, md“;n" 2 peacc-

"l-:tc:m, P 579 Polydors ,‘/:rp,:, ™ 505‘
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able progrels through his dominions, rather thah of
a prince who had opened his way to the throne by
force of arms. The acclamations of the people were
every where loud, and no lefs {incere and hearty.
Befides that a young and vitorious prince, on his
acceflion, was naturally the objeft of popularity; the
nation promifed themfelves great felicity from the
new fcene which opened belore them. During the
courfe of neara whole century the kingdom had been
Jaid wafle by domeltic wars and convulfions ; and if
at any tine the noife of arms had ceafed, the found of
faflion and difcontent fHl threatened new diforders.
Henry, by his marriage with Elizabeth, feemed to
enfure a union of the coutending titles of the two
families ; and having prevailed over a hated tyrant,
who had anew digjointed the fucceflion even of the
houfe of York, and bad filled his own family witl
blood and murder, hc was overy where attended
with the unfeigned favour of the people. Numerous
and [plendid troops of gentry and nobility accom-
panied his progrefs. The mayor and companies of
London reccived Lim as' he approached the city :.
The crowds of people and cirizens were zealous in
their expreflions of fatisfattion. Puot Henry, amidit
this general effufion of joy, ditcovered {till the flate-
linefs and referve of his temper, which made him
fecorn to court popularity : He entered Londonina
¢lofe chariot, and would not gratily the people with
a fight of their new fovereign.

- BuT theking did not fo much neglect the favour
of the people as to delay giving them affurances
of his martiage with the princefs Elizabeth, which
he knew to be fo paffionately defired by the nation.
On his leaving Britanny, he had artfully dropped
fome hints, that if he fhould fucceed in his enter-
prife, and abtain the crown of England, he would
elpoufe Anne, the heir of that dutchy; and the re.
port of -this engagement had alrcady reached Eng-
lind, and had begotten anxiety in the people, and

- even
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¢ H AP even ih Elizabeth herfelf. Henry took care to dif.
two— lipate thefe apprehenfions, by folemnly renewing,

1485,

His cora-
aation,

Sweating
ficknefs,

Joth O&,

before the council and principal nobility, the pro-
mife which he had already given to celebrate hijs
nuptials with the Englith princefs, But though
bound by honour, as well as by intereft, to complete
thisalliance, he was refolved to poftpone it till the
ceremony of his own coronation thould be finifhed,
and till bis title fhould be recognized by parliament,
3till anxious to fupport his perfonal and hereditary
right to the throne, he dreaded left a preceding
marriage with the princels fhould imply a participa.
tion of fovereignty in her, and raife doubts of hig
own title by the houfe of Lancafter,

Tuerke raged at that timein London, and other
parts of the kingdom, a fpecics of malady unknown
to any other age or nation, the {weating ficknefs,
which occafioned the fudden death of great multi-
tudes ; though it feemed not to be propagated by
any contagious infe€tion, but arofe from the general
difpofition of the air and of the human body. In
lefs than twenty-four hours the patient commonly
died or recovered; but when the peftilence had
exerted its fury for a few weeks, it was obferved,
either from alterations in the air, or from a more
proper regimen which had been difcovered, to be
confiderably abated®. Preparations were then made
for the ceremony of Henry's coronation. In order
to heighten the {plendour of that fpectacle, he be-
flowed the rank of knight banneret on twelve pers
fons ; and he conferred peerages on three. Jalper
earl of Pembroke, his uncle, was created duke of
Bedford; Thomas lord Stanley, his father-in-law,
earl of Derby; and Edward Courteney earl of De-
vonthire. Atthe coronation likewife there appeared
a new inftitution, which the king had eftablithed for °
{ecurity as well as pomp, a band of fifty archers, -

3 Polydare Virgil, p. 567-
who
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who were termed yeomen of the guard. But left the
people fhould take umbrage at this unufual {fymp-
tom of jealoufy in the prince, as if it implied a per-
fonal diffidence of his fubjeéts, he declared the in.
{titution to be perpetual. The ceremony of coro.
nation was performed by cardinal Bourchier arch-
bithop of Canterbury.

TaE parliament being affembled at Weltminfter,
the majority immediately appeared to be devoted par-
tifans of Henry ; all perfons of another difpofition
either declining to ftand in thofe dangerous times,
ot being obliged to diffemble rheir principles and in-
clinations. The Lancaftrian party had every where
been fuccefsful in the ele@tions; and even many
had been returned, who during the prevalence of the
houfe of York had been expoled to the rigour of
law, and had been condemned by fentence of at-
tainder and outlawry. Their right to take feats in
the houfe being queftioned, the cafe was referred
to all the judges, who affembled in the exchequer
chamber, in order to deliberate on fo delicate a
fubje@, The opinion delivered was prudent, and
contained a jult temperament between law and ex-
pediency . The judges determined, that the mem-
bere attainted thould forbedr taking their fear tillan
a&t were pafled for the reverfal of their attainder.
There was no difficulty in obtaining this act; and
in it were comprehended a hundred and feven per-
fons of the king’s party °.

BuT a {cruple was ftarted of a nature ftill more
important. The king himfelf had been attainted ;
and his right of fucceflion to the crown might thence
be expofed to fome doubt. The judges extricated
themfelves from this dangerous queftion, by aflert-

ing it asa maxim ; *“ That the crown takes away all
4 defe€ts and flops in blood ; and that from the

b Bacon, p. §81.
¢ Rot. Parl. 1 Hen. VIL n. 2, 3, 4—15. 17, 26—65,
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¢ time the king afflumed royal authority, the foun.
% tain was cleared, and all attainders and corrup-
¢ tions of blocd dilcharged %> Befides that the cafe,
from its urgent necelflity, admitted of no delibera-
tion; the judges probably thought, that no fentence
of a court of judicature had authority lufficient to
bar the rightof fucceflion j that the heirof the crown
was commonly expoled to fuch jealoufy as might
often occafion firetches of law and juftice againft
him; and that a prince might even be engaged in
unjuftifiable meafures during his predeceffor’s reign,
without meriting on that account to be excluded
from the throne, which was his birth-right.
‘Wit a parliasment fo oblequious, the king could
not fail of obtaining whatever at of fettlement he
was pleafed to require. e feems only to haveen-
tertained fome doubt within himfelf on what claim
he thould found his pretenfions. In his [peech to the
parliament he mentioned his juft title by hereditary
right: But left that title fhould not be efteemed fuf
ficient, he fubjoined his claim by the judgment of
God, who had given him viftory over Lis enemies.
And again, left this pretenfion fhould be inter-
preted as affuming a right of conqueft, he enfured
to his fubjeéls the full enjoyment of their former
properties and pofleflions. :
THE entail of the crown was drawn according to
the fenfe of the king, and probably in words diftated
by him. He made no mention in it of the princefs
Elizabeth, nor of any branch of her family; but.in
other-refpeéts the aét was compiled with {ufficient
referve and moderation.. He did not infift that it.
fhould contain a declaration or recognition- of his
preceding right; as on the other hand he avoided
the appearance of a new law or ordinance. . He
chofe 2 middle courfe, which, as is generally vn-

¢ Bacon, p. 58r. -
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avoidable in fuch cafes, \was not entirely free from ¢ H a p.

uncertainty and obfcurity. It was voted, ¢ That
¢« the inheritance of the crown fhould reft, remain,
¢ and abide in the.king ®;> but whether as right-
ful heir, or.only as prefent poffeflor, was not deter-
.ined. -In like manner, Henry was contented that
the fucceflion fhould: be. fecured to the heirs of his
body 3 but hepretended not, in cale of their. failure,
to exclude the houfe of York, or give the preference
to that of Lancaftér: He left that great point am-
biguous for the prefent, and ttufted that, if it fhould
ever become requifite to determine it, future inci-
dents would open’ the way for the decifion. ,
Bur even after all thefe precantions,, the king was
fo little fatisfied with his own title,. that in the fol-
lowing year he-applied to papal authority for a.con-
firmation of if; and as the court of Rome gladly
laid hold of all opportunities which the imprudence,
weaknels, or neceflities of princes afforded it to ex-
tend irs influence, Innocent VIII. the reigning pepe,
readily granted a bull in whatever ternis the king
was pleafed to defire. All Henry’s titles, by fuc-
ceflion, marriage, parliamentary choice, even con-
queft, are there enumerated ; and to the whole the
fan&ion of religion is added ; excommunication is
derounced againft every one who thould either
difturb him in the prefent pofleffion, or the heirs
of his body in the future fucceflion of the crown;
and from this penalty no criminal, except in the
article of death, could be abfolved but by the pope
himfelf, or his fpecial commiffioners. It is dif-
ficult t¢ imagine that the fecurity derived from
this bull could be a compenfaiion for thé defect
which it betrayed in Henry’s title, and for the dan-
‘ger of thus inviting the pope to interpofe in thefe
CONCErns, . ' '

¢ Bacom, p. 581, A
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IT was natural, and even laudable in Henry to
reverfe the attainders which had paffed againft the
partifans of the houfe of Lancafter : But the revenges,
which he exercifed againft the adherents of the York
family, to which he was fo foon to be allied, cannot
be confidered in the fame light, Yet the patliament,
at his inftigation, pafled an aét of attainder againft
the late king himfelf, againft the duke of Norfolk,
thé earl of Surry, vifcount Lovel, the lords Zouche
and Ferrars of Chartley, fir Walter and fir James
Harrington, fir William Berkeley, fir Humphrey
Stafford, Catefby, and about twenty other gentle.
men, who had fought on Richard’s fide in the battle
of Bofworth. How men could be guilty of treafon,
by fupporting the king in pofieflion againit the earl
of Richmond, who affumed not the title of king, it
is not ealy to conceive ; and nothing but a fervile
complaifance in the parliament could have engaged
them 10 make this firetch of juftice, Nor wasita
fmall mortification to the people in general, to find
that the king, prompted either by avarice or refent-
ment, could in the very beginning of his reign fo far
violate the cordial union which had previoufly been
concerted between the parties, and to the expefta-
tion of which he had plainly owed his fucceflion to
the throne.

Tax king, having gained fo many points of con-
fequence frem the parliament, thought it not expes
dient to demand any fupply from them, which the
profound peace enjoyed by the nation, and the late
forfeiture of Richard’s adherents, feemed to render
fomewhat fuperfluous. The parliament, however,
conferred on him during life the duty of tonnage and
poundage, which had been enjoyed in the fame
manner by fome of his immediate predeceflors ; and
they added, before they broke up, other money
bills of no great moment. The king, on his part,
made returns of grace and favour to his pedple. He

4 publifhed
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publithed his royal proclamation, offering pardon to ¢ 1 a .

all fuch as had taken arms, or formed any attempts
againft him ; provided they {ubmitted themfelves to
mercy bya certain day, and took the ufual oath of
fealty and allegiance. Upon this proclamation many
came out of their {an&uaries ; and the minds of men
were every where much quieted. Henry chofe to
take wholly to himfelf the merit of an a& of grace,
fo agreeable to the nation ; rather than communicate
it with the parliament (as was his firft intention), by
pafling a bill to that purpofe. The earl of Surrey,
however, though he had fubmitted, and delivered
himfelf into the king’s hands, was fent prifoner to
the Tower. .

Durine this parliament the king alfo beftowed
favours and honours on fome particular perfons who
were attached to him. Edward Stafford, eldeft fon
of the duke of Buckingham, attainted in the late
reign, was reftored to the honours of his family as
well as to its fortune, which was very ample. This
generofity; fo unufual in Henry, was the effeét of his
gratitude to the memory of Buckingham, who had
firlt concerted the -plan of his elevation, and who
by hid own ruin had made way for that great event.
Chandos of Britanny was created earl of Bath, fir
Giles Daubeny lord Daubeny, and fir Robert Wil-
loughby lord Broke. Thefe were all the titles of
nobility conferred by the king during this feffion of
parliament *. T

Bur the minifters whom Henry moft trifted and
favoured were not chofen from among the nobility,
or even from among the laity.  John Morton and
Richard Fox, two clergymen,’ perfons of induftry,
vigilance, and capacity, were the men to whom he
chiefly confided his affairs and fecret counfels. They
had fhared with him all his former dangers and dil

f Polydore Virgil, p. 566.
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¢ ® A I trefles ; and he now took care to make them parti

,‘_ﬂi cipate in his good fortune. 'They were both called

1485.  to the privy council; Morton was reftored to the

bithopric of Ely, Fox was created bifhop of Exeter.

The former-foon after, upon the death of Bourchier,

was raifed to the fee of Canterbury. The latter was

made privy, fcal; and fuceeflively bifhop of Bath

and Wells, Durham and Winchefter,  For Henry,

as lord Bacon obferves, loved 1n employ and ad-

vance preiates; becaufe, having rich bifhoprics to

beftow, it-was eafly fur him 1o rewatd their fervices :

And it'was his maxim to raife them by flow fleps,

and make thew firkk pafs throngh the inferior fees®,

He probably expelied, that as they were naturally

fuore dependunt’on him than the nobility, who

during that age etjoyed pofleflions and jurilditions

dangerous to roval authority; {o the profpe®t of

farther, elevaion would render them flill more

aftive in his fervice, and more obfequious to his
commands, - )

136 . Inprefensing the bill of tonnageand poundage, the

i jane harliament, anxious to preferve the legal undifputed

* fucceflion to the crown, had petitioned Henry, with

demonitrations of the greateft zeal, to efpoule the

princefs Elizabeth ; but they covered their true reas

fon under the dutiful pretence o their defire to have

Kincemar- heirs of his body. He now thought in earneft of

Fiuge. fatisfying the minds of his people in that particular,

His maniage was celebrated at London, and that

with' greater appearance of univerfal joy than either

his firit enuy or bis coronation. Henry remarked

with much ditpleafure this general favour borneto the

houfe of York. The fufpicions which arofe. from

it not only difturbed his tranquitlity during his whole

ejgn 5, but bred difguft towards his confort herfelf,

u ﬁ poifoned all his domeftic enjoyments. Though

% Dacon, p. 582, -
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virtuous, amiable, and obfequious to the laft degree,
fhe never mct with a proper return of afteétion, or
even of complaifance from her hufband ; and the
malignant ideas of faction flill, in his fullen mind,
prevailed over all the fentiments of conjugal tender-
nefs.

THE king had been carried along with fuch a tide
of fuccefs ever fince his arrival in England, that he
thought nothing could withftand the fortuneand au-
thority which attended him. He now refolved to
make a progrefs into the North, where the friends
of the houfe of York, and even the partifans of
Richard, were numerous ; in hopes of curing, by
his prefence and converfation, the prejudices of the
malcontents. When he arrived at Nottingham he
heard that vifcount Lovel, with fir Humphrey Staf-
ford, and Thomas his brother, had fecretly with-
drawn themfelves from their fanétuary at Colchefter:
But this news appeared not to him of fuch import-
ance as to ftop his journey ; and he proceeded for-
ward to York. He there heard that the Staffords
had levied an army, and were marching to befiege
the city of Worcefter : And that Lovel, at the head
of three or four thouland men, was approaching to
attack him in York, Henry was not difmayed with
this intelligence. His aftive courage, full of re-
fources, immediately prompted him to find the pro-
per remedy. Though furrounded with enemies in
thefe difafteCted tounties, he affembled a fmall body
of troops in whom he could confide; and he put
them under the command of the duke of Bedford:
He joined to them all his own attendants ; but he
found that this hafty armament was more formidable
by their fpirit and their zealous attachment to him,
than by the arms or military ftores with which they
were provided. He therefore gave Bedford orders
not to approach the enemy ; but previoufly to try
every proper expedient to difperfe them. Bedford
publithed a general promife of pardon to the rebels;s
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which had a greater effet on their leader than on
his followers,  Lovel, who had undertaken an en-
terprile that exceeded his courage and capacity, was
fo terrified with the fear of defertion among his
troops, that he fuddenly withdrew himfelf; and
after lurking fome time in Lancafhire, he made
his efcape into Flanders, where he was proteéted by
the durchefs of Burgundy. His army fubmitted to
the king’s clemency; and the other rebels hearing
of this fuccefs, railed the fiege of Worcefter, and
difperfed themfelves. The Staffords took fanétuary
in the church of Colnham, a village near Abingdon;
but as it was found that this church had not the pri-
vilege of giving protection to rebels, they were ta-
ken thence : The elder was executed at Tyburn;
the younger, pleading that he had been mifled by his
brother, obtained a pardon®,

Hewry’s joy for this fuccels was followed, fome
time after, by the birth of a prince, to whom he
gave the name of Arthur, in memory ot the famous
Britith king of that name, fiom whom it was pre.
tended the family of Tudor deiived its delcent.

Troucir Henry had becn able to defeat this halty
rebellion, raifed by the rclics of Richard’s partifans,
his government was become in general unpopular
The fource of public difcontent arofe chielly from
his prejudices againft the houfe ol York, which was
generally beloved by the nation, and which for thae
very rcafon became cvery day niore the object of his
hatred and jealonlr. Not only a preierence on all
occafions, 1t was obferved, was given to the Laa-
caftrians, but many of the oppofite party had been
expoled to great feverity, and had been bercaved of
their fortuncs by acls of attainder. A general re-
fomption likewite had pafled of all grants made by
the princes of the houle of York ; and though this

Mmu‘ had been covered under the pretence that

/
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the revenue was become infufficient to fupport the ¢ m'a B

dignity of the crown, and though the grants, during
the later years of Henry VI. were refumed by -the
fame law, yet the York patty, as they wete the
principal {ufferers.by the relumption,.  thought it
chiefly levelled againft them. The feverity exer«
cifed againit the earl of Warwic begat. compaffion
for youth and innocence expofed to {uch oppreflion;
and his confinement in the T'ower, the very place
where Edward’s children had been murdered by
their uncle, made the public expeft a like cas
taftrophe for him, and led them to make a coma
parifon between Henry and that detefted tyrant.
‘And when it was remarked that the queen herfelf
met. with harfh treatment, and even after the birth
of a fon was not admitted to the honour of a public
coronation, Henry’s prepofleflions were then con-
cluded to be inveterate, and men became equally
obftinate.in their difguft to his' government.  Nor
was the manner and addrefs of tﬁe king calculated
to- cure thele prejudices contradted againft his- ade
miniftration ; but had in every thing a tendency to
promote fear, or at beft reverence, rather than good-
will and affe@ion®. ‘While the high idea enter-
tained of his policy and vigour, retained the no-
bility and men of charafter in obedience ; the effefts
of his unpopular government foon appeared, by in-
cidents of an extraordinary nature. - .

“Tuerg lived in Oxford one Richard Simon, a
prieft; who poflefled fome fubtlety, and ftill more
enterprife and.temerity. This man had entertained
the defign of difturbing Menry’s government, by
raifing ¢ pretender-to.lus crown j and for that pur-
pofehe caft his eyes .on Lambert Simnel, a youth
-of fificen years of age, who was fon of a baker, and

XXIV.
Seonsimprans
1486, -

Lambnrt
simnel,

.whoy, being endowed with- underftanding above hig
years, and addrefs above. his condition, teemed well:
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fitted to perfonate a prince of Royal extraftion. A
report had -been fpread among the people, and re.
ceived with great avidity, that Richard duke of
York, fecond fon of Edward IV. had, by a fecret
efcape, faved himfelf {rom the cruelty of his uncle,
and lay fomewhere concealed in England, Simon,
taking advantage of this rumour, had at firf in-
firu&ted his pupil to affume that name, which he
found to be {o fondly cherifhed by the public : But
hearing afterwards a new report, that Warwic had
made his elcape from the Tower, and obferving that
this news was attended with no lefs general fatisfac.
tion; he changed the plan of his impofture, and
made Simnel perfonate that unfortunate: princel.

- Though the youth was qualified by nature for the

part which he was inftructed to at; yet was it re.
marked, that he was better informed in circum.
ftances relating to the royal family, particularly in
the adventures of the earl of Warwic, than he could

_ be fuppoled to have learned from one of Simon’s

condition : And it was thence conjetured, that per-
fons of higher rank, partifans -of the houfe of York,
had laid the plan of this confpiracy, and had con-
veyed , proper inftruflions to the attors. - The
queen-dowager. herfelf was expofed to fufpicion ;
and it was indeed the general opinion, however un-
likely it might {feem, that fhe had fecretly given her
confent to the impofture. This woman was ofa
very reftlefs difpofition. - Firding that inftead, of

* recejving the reward of her fervices in contributing

to Henry’s elevation, -the herfelf was fallen - into
abfolute infignificance, her daughtér. treated . with
feverity, and all her friends brought under fub.
jeftion, fhe had‘cenceived. the moft: violent' ani-

' inofity againft him, and had refolved to make him

feel the effetts of her refentment. She knew that
the impoftor, however fuccefsful, might eafily at

& Polydore Virg. p.'s69 570.
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laft be fet afide; and if a way could be found at his ¢ 11 a ».

rifque to fnbvert the government, fhe hoped that a
fcene might be opened which, though difficult at
prefent exallly to forefee, would gratify her re-
venge, and be on the whole lefs irkfome to her
than that flavery and contempt to which the was now
reduced *.

BuT whatever care Simon might take to convey
infiruction to his pupil Simnel, he was fenfible that
the impofture would not bear a clofe infpeftion ;
and he was therefore determined to open the firft
public fcene of it in Ireland. That ifland, which
was zealoufly attached to the houfe of York, and
bore an affeftionate regard to the memory of Cla-
rence, Warwic’s father, who had been their lieu-
tenant, was improvidently allowed by Henry to
remain in the fame condition in which he found it;
and all the counfellors and officers who had been
appointed by his predeceflors {Lill retained their au-
thority. No fooner did Simnel prefent himfelf to
Thomas Fitzgerald, earl of Kildare, the deputy,
and claim his protetion as the unfortunate Warwic,
than that credulous nobleman, not fufpeting fo
bold an impofture, gave attention to him, and be-
gan to confult fome perfons of rank with regard to
this extraordinary incident. Thefe he found even
more fanguine in their zeal and belief than himfelf:
And in proportion as the ftory diffufed itfelf among
thofe of lower condition, it became the object of
ftill greater paffion and credulity, till the pedple in
Dublin with one confent tendered their allegiance to
Simnel as to the true Plantagenet. Fond of a no-
velty, which flattered their natural propenfion, they
vverlooked the daughters of Edward IV. who ftood

XX1v.
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before Warwic in the order of fuccellion ; they payed Reval of
the pretended prince attendance as their fovereign, ™4

lodged him in the caltle of Dublin, crowned him
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with a diadem taken from a ftatue. of the Virgin, and
publicly proclaimed him king, by the appellation of
Edward VI. The whole ifland followed the example
of the capital ; and not a {fword was any where drawn
in Henry’s quarrel. ~ . -~ . .

. WHEN this intelligence was conveyed to the king,
it reduced him to fome perplexity. Determined al-
ways to face his enemies in perfon;, he yet fcrupled at
prefent’ to leave England, where he fufpected the
confpiracy was firlt framed, and where he knew many
perfons of condition, and the people in general, were
much difpofled to give it countenance. In-order to
difcover the fecret fource of the contrivance, and
take meafures againft this open revolt, he held fre.
‘quent confultations with his minifters and counfellors,
and laid plansifor a vigorous defenceof his authority,
and the fuppreflion of his enemies. - = ..o,

Tax firfl-event which followed thefe deliberations
gave furprife to the public : It was the feizure of the
queen-dowager, the forfeiture of all her lands and
revenue, and the clofe confinement of her perfon in
the nunnery of Bermondefey. This a of authority .
,wag covered with a very thin pretence. - It was al
leged that, notwithftanding. the fecret agreement to
marry her daughter to Henry, he had yet yielded 1o
the folicitations and 'menaces of Richard,: and had

- delivered that princefs and her fifters into. the hands .
of the tyrant, This crime which was now become
obfalete, and might admit of alleviations, was there-
fore fufpeted not-to be the real canfe of thefeverity
‘with which fhe was treated 5 and men believed that
the king, unwilling to accufe fo near a relation ofa
-coidpiracy againft him;. had cloaked his vengeante
.or precaution under colour of an-offence knawtito
the whiole world .. They were afterwards.the more
-confirined in- this fufpicion, i whem they found that
~the unfortunate queen, though the farvived thiy di

S
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grace {everal years, was never ttcated with any more
lenity, but was allowed to end her life in poverty,
folitude, and confinement.

T1e next mealure of the king’s was of a lef§ ex-
ceptionable nature. He ordered that Warwic fhould
be taken, from the Tower, be led in proceflion
through the ftreets of London, be conduéted to St.
Paul’s and there expofed to the view of the whole
people. He even gave direftions that fome men
of rank, attached to the boufe of York, and beft
acquainted with the perfon of this prince, thonid
approach him and converfe with him: Apd he
trufted that thefe, being convinced of the abfurd
impofture of Simnel, would put a {top to the cre.
dulity of the populace, The expedient had its
effe® in England: But in Ireland the people flill
perfifled in their revolt, and zcaloufly retorted on
the king the reproach of propagating an impofture,
and of having thewn a counterfeit Warwic to the
public.

Hzvry had foon reafon to apprehend that the
defign again(t him was not laid on fuch flight founda-
tions as the abfurdity of the contrivance feemed to
indicate. John earl of Lincoln, fon of John de
la Pole, duke of Suffolk, and of Elizabeth, eldeft
fifler to Edward IV. was engaged to take part in
the confpiracy. This nobleman, who poflefled ca-
pacity and courage, bad entertained very alpiring
views; and his ambition was encouraged by the
known inlentions of his uncle Richard, who had
formed a defign, in cafe he himlelf fhould die with-
ont iffue, of declaring Lincoln fucceffor to the
crown. ‘The king’s jealouly againft all eminent per-
fons of the York party, and his rigour towards
Warwic, had farther firuck Lincoln with appre-
henfions, and made him refolve to feelc for fafety in
the moft dangerous counfels. Having fixed a fecret
correfpondence with fir Thomas Broughton, a man
of great intereft in Lancathire, he retired to Flan-

Y4 ders,
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ders, where Lovel had arrived a little before him
and he lived during fome time in the court -of his
aunt the dutchefs of Burgundy, by whom he had
been invited over.

MarearreT, widow of Charles the Bold, duke
of Burgundy, not having any children of her own,
attached herfelf, with an entire {riendfhip, to her
daughter-in-law, married to Maximilian archduke
of Auftria; and after the death of that princefs, the
perfevered in her affe@ion to Philip and Margaret
her children, and occupied herfelf in the care of
their education and of their perfons. By her virtu-
ous condutt and demeanour fhe had acquired great
authority among the Flemings; and lived with much
dignity, as well as ceconomy, upon that ample dowry
which the inherited from her hufband. The refent-
ments of this princefs were no lefs warm than her
friendfhips ; and that {pirit of faltion, which it is fo
difficult for a focial and fanguine temper to guard
againft, had taken ftrong pofleflion of her heart,
and entrenched fomewhat on the probity which
fhone forth in the other parts of her charaer,
Hearing of the malignant jealoufy entertained by
Henry againft her Family, and his oppreffion of all
its partizans, fhe was moved with the higheft indig-
nation, and fhe determined to make him repent of
that enmity to which fo many of her friends, with.
out any reafon or neceflity, bad fallen viftims.

3487, - After confulting with Lincoln and Lovel, fhe hired

Losphert
i
vades
England.

abody of two thoufand veteran Germans, under the
command of Martin Swart, a brave and ex-
perienced officer™; and fent them over, together
.with thefe two noblemen, to join Simpel in Ire-
fand. The countenance given by perfons of fuch
high rank, and the accefiion of this military force,
much raifed the courage of the Irith, and made
them entertain the refolution of invading Eng~

* Polyd. Virg. p. 5735 573
land,



HENRY VI

land, where they believed the fpirit of difaffection
as prevalent as it appeared to be in Ireland. 'The
poverty alfo under which they laboured made it
impoflible for them to fupport any longer their new
court and army, and infpired them with a ftrong de-
fire of enriching themfelves by plunder and prefer-
ment in England.

Hxnry was not ignorant of thefe intentions of his
enemies ; and he prepared himlelf for defence. He
ordered troops to be levied in different parts of the
kingdom, and put them under the command of
the duke of Bedford and earl of Oxford. He con.
fined the marquis of Dorlet, who he fufpelted
would refent the injuries {uffered by his mother the
queen- dowager ; And, to gratify the people by an
appearance of devotion, he made a pilgrimage to ous
lady of Walfingham, famous for miraﬁes ; and there
offered up prayers for fuccefs, and for deliverance
from his enemies.

Breive informed that Simnel was landed at Fou.
drey in Lancathire, he drew together his forces,
and advanced towards the enemy as far as Coventry.
The rebels had entertained hopes that the difaffeted
counties in the North would rife in their favour:
But the people in general, averfe to join Irith and
German invaders, convinced of Lambert’s impof-
ture, and kept in awe by the king’s reputation for
fuccefs and conduét, either remained in tranquillity,
or gave affiftance to the royal army. The earl of
Lincoln, therefore, who commanded the rebels,
finding no hopes but in vi€ory, was determined to
bring the raatter to a fpeedy decifion ; and the king,
fapported by the native courage of his temper, and
emboldened by 2 great acceflion of volunteers, who
had joined him under the earl of Shrewibury and
lord Strange, declined not the combat. The haftile
armies met at Stoke'in the county of Nottingham,
and fought a battle, which was bloody, and more
obﬂinatelyadifpumd thén could have been expﬁ&ad

Tom
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{rom the inequality of their force. All the leaders
of the rebels were refolved to conquer or to perifh;
and they infpired their troops with like refolution.
The Germans alfo, being veteran and experienced

- {oldiers, kept the event long doubtful ; and even

the. Irith, though ill-armed and almoft defencelefs,
fhowed themfelves not defe@ive in {pirit-and braw
very. The king’s vi€tory was purchafed with lofs,
but was entirely decifive. Lincoln, Broughton,
and Swart, perifhed.in the field of battle, with
four thoufand .of their followers. As Lovel was
never. more, heard of, he was believed to have uns
dergone the fame fate. Simnel, with his: tutor
Simon, was taken prifoner. Simon, being a prieft,
was not tried at law, and was only committed to clofe
cuftody : Simnel was too contemptible to be an. ob-
jec either of apprehenfion or refentment to Henty:
He was pardoned, and made a fcullion in the king’s
kitchen; whence he was afterwards advanced'tq
the'rank of a.falconer”. o o
Henry had now leifure to revenge himfelf oni
his-enemies. He made a progrefs jnto the narthern
parts, where be gave many. proofs of his rigorons
difpofition. A ftri& enquiry was made after thofe
who.had affifted or favoured the rebgls, . The pu-

- nifhments were not all fanguinary :, The king made

his revenge fubfervient to his avarice. . Heavy
fines wete levied vpon the delinquents. . The pro-
ceedings df the courts, .and even the courts them.’
felves, were arbitrary. Either the criminals were
tried by comwiffioners ‘appoiated. for the pyrpole,-
oy they fuffered- punifhment by a fentence -of a.
court-martial.  And, as’a rumour had prevailed

. before_the battle of Stoke, that the rebels had

'gained the viftory, that the royal army was cut in

pieces, and ‘that the king himfelf .had efcaped' by

- fiight, Henry was relolved to interpret_the belief’

" ®Daton, p. 506, Polyd.Virg. posiae. .ot
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or propagation of this report as a mark of difaf-
feftion; and he punithed many for that pretended
crime. But fuch in this age was the fituation of
the Englith government, that the royal prerogative,
which was but imperfe@tly reftrained during the
molt peaceable periods, was fure, in tumultuous or
even fulpicious times, which frequently recurred,
to break all bounds of law, and to violate public
liberty.

ArTER the king had gratified his rigour by the
punifhment of his enemies, he determined to give
contefitment to the people in a point which, though
a mere ceremony, was paffionately defired by them.
The queen had been married near two years, but
had not yet been crowned ; and this affeCtation- of
delay had given great difcontent to the public, and
had been one principal fource of the difaffefton
which prevailed. The king, inftrufted by expe-
rience, now finifhed the ceremony of her corona-
tion ; and, to thew a difpofition {till more gracious,
he reftored to liberty the marquis of Dorfet, who
had been able to clear himlelf of all the {ufpicions
entertained againft him.
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CHAP. XXV

State of foreign affairs—=—State of Scotland——-of
Spain—of the Low Countrics—of France—of
Britanny——DFrench invafion of Britanny——e
French embaffy to England———Dyfimulation of the
French court——An imfurreition in the North——
JSuppreffed——— King fends forces into Britanny——
Annexation of Britanny to France A parliament
—War with France-~— Invgfion of France
e Peace wwith Frauce—— Perkin Warbec——
His impofture— He is avowed by the dutchefi of
Burgundy—and by many of the Englifb nobility
——Trial and execution of Stanleyw——A4 par-
Hament.

CHAR HE king acquired great reputation through-
. out Europe by the vigorous and profperous
488, conduét of his domeftic affairs: But as fome inci-
towcof o dents about this time invited hitn to look abroad,
nirs. - and exert himfelf in behalf of his allies, it will be
neceffary, in order to give a juft account of his fo-
reign meafutes, to explain the fituation of the neigh-
bouring kingdoms ; beginning with Scotland, which
lies moft contiguous.

w‘i of  Tue kingdom of Scotland had not yet attained
* #hat ftate which diftinguifhes a civilized monarchy,
d which enables the government, by the force of
»jrs-iws and inftitutions alone, without any extraor-
dinary capacity in the fovereign, to maintain itfelf
in order and tranquillity. James Il who ﬁ;)vs'

#t " €
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filled the throne, wasa prince of little induftry and ¢ 1 a p.
of a narrow genius; and though it behoved him :
to yield the reins of government to his minifters,he  1483.
had never been able to make any choice which could
give contentment both to himfelf and to his people.
When he beftowed his confidence on any of the
principal nobility, he found that they exalted their
own family to fuch a height as was dangerous to the
prince, and gave umbrage to the ftate: When he
conferred favour on any perfon of meaner birth, on
whofe fubmiffion he could more depend, the barons
of his kingdom, enraged at the power of an upftart
minion, proceeded to the utmoft extremities againft
their fovereign. Had Henry entertained the ambi-
tion of conquefts, a tempting opportunity now
offered of reducing that kingdom to fubje&tion ; but
as he was probably fenfible that a warlike people,
though they might be over-run by reafon of their
domeftic divifiqns, could not be retained in obe-
dience without a regular military force, which was
then unknown in England, he rather intended the
renewal of the peace with Scotland, and fent an
embafly to James for that purpofe. But the Scors,
" who never defired a durable peace with England,
and who deemed their fecurity to confift in con.
ftantly preferving themfelves in a warlike pofture,
would not agree to more than a feven years’ truce,
which was accordingly concluded °, :

Trz European ftates on the continent were then <
haftening faft to the fituation in which they have re-
mained, without any material alteration, for near
three centuries ; and began to unite themfelves into
ong extenfive fyftem of policy, which comprehended
the chief powers of Chriftendom. Spain, which State o

“had hitherto been almoft entirely accupied within ***™
herfelf, now became formidable by the union of Ar-
ragan and Caftile in the perfons of Ferdinand and

® Polyd. Virgs p. 575
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Ifabella, who being princes of great capacity, emse
ployed their force in enterprifes the moft advans
tageous to their combined monarchy. The con.
quelt of Grenada from the Moors was then under-
taken, and brought near to a happy conclufion.
And in that expedition the military genius of Spain
was revived; honour and fecurity were attained;
and her princes, no longer kept in awe by a do-
meftic enemy fo dangerous, began to enter into
all the wanfaltions of Furope, and make a great
figure in every war and negociation.

, Maxwminiax king of the Romans, fon of the
emperor Frederic, had, by his marriage with the
heirefs of Burgundy, acquired an intereflt in the
Netherlands ; and though the death of his confort
had weakened his counexions with that country, he
ftill pretended to the government as tutor to his fon
Philip, and his authority had been acknowledged by
Brabant, Holland, and feveral of the provinces.
But as Flanders and iJzinault {#ill refufed to fubmit
to his 1egency, and even uppuirted other tutors to
Philip, he had been engaged in long wars againft
that, obitinate people, and never was able thoroughly
to fubdue their fpirit.  That he mright free himfelf
from the oppofition of France, he had concluded 2
peace with Lewis X1, and had given his daughter
Margarer, then an infanr, in murriage to the dau-
phin ; together with Artois, I'ranche Compté, and
Charolois, as ber dowry.  But this alliance had not
produced the defired efle@t. Lhe dauphin foc-
ceeded to the crown of France by the appellation of
Charles VIiL. ; but Mazimilian {till found the mu-
tinies of the Flemings fomented by the intriguep of
the Court of France,

" Francr, during the two preceding reigns, had
made a mighty increafe in power and greatnefs ; and
bad not other ftates of Ilurope at the fame time ye-
ceived an acceflion of force, it had been impoffible
to have retained her within her arcient boundaries.

Moft
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Moft of the great fiefs, Nurmandy, Champagne, C)Fc’x-;‘, P,
Anjou, Dauphiny, Guienne, Provence, and Bure « oo
gundy, had been united to the crown ; the Englith 2482
had becn expelled from all their conquefts ;3 the au-
thority of the prince had been raifed to fuch a
height as enabled him to maintain law and order;

a confiderable military force was kept on foot, and

the finances were able to fupport it. Lewis XL in.

deed, from whom many of thefe advantages were de-

rived, was dead, and had left his fon in early youth

and ill-educated, to fuftain the weight of the mo-
narchy : But having entrufted the government 1o

his daughter Anne, lady of Beaujeu, a woman of
-fpirit and capacity, the French power fuffered no

check or decline. On the contrary, this princels
formed the great projett, which at lalt the happily
effefted, of uniting to the crown PBritanny, the laft

and moft independent fief of the monarchy.

Frawcss W, doke of Britanny, confious of is Qf Bean~

own incapacity for government, had refigned him. "’

{elf to the dire€tion of Peter Liandais, a man of mean

birth, more remarkable jor abilities than for virtue

or integrity. ‘The nobles of Dritanny, difpleafed

with the great advancement of this favourite, had

even. proceeded to difaffeltion againft their fove.
reign ; and alter many tumults and diforders, they

at laft united among themfelves, and in a violent
nranner feized, tried, and put to death the obnoxi-

ous rhiniftes. Dreading the relentment of the

prince for this invafion of his autherity, many of

them retired to France ; others, for proteétion and

fafery, maintained a fecret correfpondence with the
French miniftry, who, oblerving the great diilen-

fions among the Bretons, thought the opportunity
favourable for invading the dutchy; and fo much

the rather, as they could cover their ambition undet

the fpecious pretence of providing for domeftic fex
curity, -~ . <

15 Lewis
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Lewis duke of Orleans, firft prince of the blood,
and prefumptive heir of the monarchy, had difputed
the adminiftration with the lady of Beaujeu ; and
though his pretenfions had been rejetted bythe ftates,
he {till maintained cabals with many of the grandees,
and laid fchemes for fubverting the authority of that
princefs. Finding his confpiracies detefted, he took
to arms, and fortified himfelf in Beaugency ; but as
his revolt was precipitate, before his confederates
were ready to join him, he bad been obliged to fub-
mit, and to receive fuch conditions as the French
miniftry were plealed to impofe upon him. A&u.
ated, however, by his ambition, and even by his
fears, he foon retired out of France, and took fhelter
with the duke of Britanny, who was defirous of
firengthening himfelf againit the defigns of the lady
of Beaujeu, by the friendfhip and credit of the duke
of Orleans. This latter prince, alfo perceiving the
aflcendant which he {oon acquired over the duke of
Britanny, had engaged many of his partifans to join
him at that coust, and had formed the defign of
aggrandifing himfelf by a marriage with Anne, the
heir of that opulent dutchy.

Tre barons of Britanny, who faw all favour en.
grofled by the duke of Orleans and his train, re.
newed a firifter correfpondence with France, and
even invited the French king to make an invafion
on their country. Defirous, however, of preferving
its independency, they had regulated the number of
fuccours which France was to fend them, and had
flipulated that no fortified place in Britanny {hould
remain in the pofleflion of that monarchy : A vain
precaution where revolted fubjeéls treat witha power
fo much fuperior! 'The French invaded Britanny
with forces rhree times more numerous than thofe
which they had promifed to the barons; and ad.
vancing into the heart of the country, laid fiege to
Ploermel. To oppofe them, the duke raifed a
numerous but ill-difciplined army, which be put

under
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under the command of the duke of Orleans, the ¢ w a ®.

count of Dunois, und others of the Fgench nobility.
"The army. difcontented with his choice, and jea-
lous of their confederates, foon difbanded, and left
their prince with too fmal} a force tokeep the field
againtt bhis invaders, He retired to Vannes; but
being hotly purfued by the French, who had now
made themfelves mafters of Ploermel, he efcaped to
Nantz ; and the enemy, baving previouly taken and
garrifoned Vannes, Dinant, and other places, laid
clofe fiege to that city. The barons of Britanny,
finding their country menaced with total fubje@ion,
began gradually to withdraw from the French army,
and to make peace with their fovereign.

Tr1s defertion, however, of the Bretons dilcou~
ragcd not the court of France from purfuing her
favourite proje& of reducing Britanny to fubjeétion.
The fituation of Europe appeared favourable to the
execution of this defign. Maximilian was indeed
engaged in clofe alliance with the duke of Britanny,
and had even opened a treaty for marrying his
daughter 5 but he was on all occafions fo indigent,
and at that time {o difquicted by the mutinies of
the Flemings, that little effetual affiftance could be
expefted from him. Ferdinand was entirely oca
cupied in the conqueft of Grenada; and it was alfo
known, that if France would refign to him Rou-
fillon and Cerdagne to which he had pretenfions,
fhe could atany time engage him to abandon the in-
tereft of Britanny. England alone was both enabled
by her power, and engaged by her interefts, to fup-
port the indepehdency of that dutchy 3 and the moft
dangerous oppofition was therefore, by Anne of
Beaujeu, expefted from that quarter. In order to
cover her real defigns, nofooner was the informed
of Henry’s fuccefs againft Simnel and his partifans,
than fhe difpatched ambaffadors to the court of Lon«
don, and made profeffions of the greateft truft and
confidence in that monarch,
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C AP Tug ambaffidors, after congratulating Henty on

temiws Dis late vi€tory, and communpicating to him, in the
pei488 moft cordial manner, as to an intimate friend, fome
rench T ' . . et N
embaity 1o fuccefles of their mafter againft Maximilian, camie
Eogland. i the progrefs of their difcourfe to mention the late
tranfadtions in Britanny, They told him, that the

duke having given proteftion to French fugitives

. and rebels, the king had been neceffitated, contrary

to his intention and inclination, to carry war into

that dutchy: . That the honour of the crown was
interefted not to fuffer a vaffal fo, far to forget his

duty-to his'liege, lord; nor was the fecurity of the
government lefs concerned to. prevent the confe- -
..quences of this dangerous temerity: That the fugi.

tives were no mean.or obfcure perfons ; but, among

others, the duke of Orleans, firft prince of the

blood, who, finding himfelf obnoxious to juftice for

. treafonable pradices in Francey had fled into Bri-
tanny ; where he ftill perfevered in laying fchemes

of febellion againft his fovereign: That the war.

being thus,on the part of the French menargh,

entirely defenfive, it would immediately ceafe, when

* the duke of Britanny, by, returning to his.duty,
fliould remove the caunfes of it ;" That their. mafter

was, lenfible of the obligations which, the duke.in

very critical times had conferred on Henry, ; but it

was known alfo, that in times ftill mare.critical, he

- or his mercenary counfellors had deferted him,and

put his life in the utmoft hazard: That his fols 1~

fuge.in thefe delperate extremities, had, been the

. ¢ourt of France, which nat only protefted his per-

Jon, but fopplied him’ with men and meney, . with

which, aided by his own valpur and condud;, he
had beey enabled to mount the.throne of England:: .

"That France in this tranfadtion had, from friepdtbip

«to, Henry, afled contrary to whit in a_narrow.ylew,
might.be’ efteemed her own intereft ; -Ginge, inftead

“'of _an, odioys,ryrant, the had contributed to:eftablifh

‘on 4 rival throne a princg endowed with fuch ?Litlsﬂg
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and abilities : And that as both the juftice of the c H A P
caufe, and the obligations conferred on Henry, ,_f..;,_,,

hus preponderated on the fide of France, fhe tea«
“fonably expefted that, if the fituation of his affairs
did not permit him to give her affitance, he would
at Jeaft preferve a neutrality betweet the contending
parties”.

Tais difcourfe of the French ambaffadors was
plaufible § and to give it greater weight, they com-
municated to Henry, as in confidence, their mafter’s
intention, after he fhould have fettled the differences
with Britanny, to lead an army into Ttaly, and make
good his pretenfions tq the kingdom of Naples:
A proje&t which they knew would giveno umbrage
to the court of England. But all thefe artifices
were in vain employed againft the penetration of
the king. He clearly faw that France had entertained
the jview of fubduing Britanny ; but he alfo per-
ceived, that fhe would meet with great, and, as he
shought, infuperable difficulties in the execution of
her proje@. The native force of that dutchy, he
knew, had always been confiderable, and had often,
without any foreign affiftance, refifted the power of
France; the natural temper of the French natign,
he imagined, would make them eafily abandon any
enterprize which fequired perfeverance; and as the
heir of the crown was confederated with the duke of
Britanny, the minifters would be flill more remifs
in profecuting 2 fcheme which muft draw on them
his refentment and difpleafure. Should even thefein-
ternal obftru@ions be removed, Maximilian, whofe
eamity to France was well known, and who now
paid his addrefles to the heirefs of Britanny, would
be able to make a diverfion on the fide of Flanders ;
nor could it be expetted that France, if the prole-
cuted fuch ambitious projefts, would be allowed to
temaln in tranquillity by Ferdinand and Ifabelia.

? Bacon, p. 580
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¢ B 4 P. Above all, he thought the French court tould nevey
s €xpet that Englund, fo deeply interefted to pre.
n88  ferve the independency of Britanny, fo able by her
power and fituation to give effetual and promptafs
fiftance, would permit fuch an acceflion of foree to
her rival. He imagined, therefore, that the minil.
ters of France, convinced of the imprafticability of
their fcheme, would at laft embrace pacific views,
and would abandon an enterprife fo obnoxious te

all the potentates of Europe.
THis reafoning of Henry was folid, and might
juftly engage him in dilatoryand cautious meafures :
But there entered into his'condu&t another motive,
which was apt to draw him beyond the juft bounds,
becaule founded on a ruling paffien. His frugality,
which by degrees degenerated into avarice, made
him averle to all warlike enterprifes and diftant ex-
peditions, and engaged him previoufly to try the
expedient of negociarion. He difpatched Urfwic
his almoner, a man of addrefs and abilities, to make
offer of his mediation to the contending parties s
An offer which he thought, if accepted by France,
would feon lead to a compofure of all differences ;
if refufed or eluded, would at leaft difcover the
. perfeverance of that court in her ambitious pro-
jeéts. Urfwic found the lady of Beavjeu, now dutch-
efs of Bourbon, engaged in the fiege of Nantz, and
had the fatisfaltion to find that his mafter’s offer
- of mediation was readily embraced, and with many
oomula- expreflions of confidence and moderation. That
yon orthe able princefs eoncluded, that the duke of Otleans,
e, whoe governed the court of Briranny, forefeeing that
every accommodation muft be made at his ex-
pence, would ufe all his intereft to have Henry’s
propofal rejeéted ; and would by that means make
an applogy for the French mealures, and draw on
the Bretons the reproach- of obftinacy and injuftices
The event juftified her prudence. 'When the Eng-
lih ambaffador made the fame offer to the duke of
Britanny,
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Britanny, he received for anfwer, in the nameof c A P
that prince, that having fo long afed the part of _*XV-
protetor and guardian to Henry during his youth s,
and adverfe fortune, he had expefted from a mo-
narch of fuch virtue, more effetual afliftance in his
prefent diftreffes, than a barren offer of mediation,
which fufpended not the progrefs of the French
arms: That if Henry’s gratitude were not fufficient
to engage him in fuch a meafure, his prudence, as
, king of England, fhould difcover to him the per-
nicious confequences attending the conqueft of Bri-
tanny, and its annexation to the crown of France :
That that kingdom, already too powerful, would
be enabled, by fo great an acceffion of force, to
difplay to the ruin of England, that hoftile difpo-
fition which had always fubfifted between thofe rival
nations : Thas Britanny, fo ufeful an ally, which, by
its fituation, gave the Englifh an entrance into the
beart of France, being annexed to that kingdom,
would be equally enabled, from its fituation, to dif-
turb, either by piracies or naval armaments, the com-
merce and peace of England : And that, if the duke
rejeCted Henry’s mediation, it proceeded neither
from an inclination to a war which he experienced
to be ruinons to him, nor from a confidence in his
own force, which he knew to be much inferior to
that of the enemy ; but, on the contrary, from a
fenle of his prefent neceflities, which muft engage -
the king to at the part of his confederate, not that
of a mediator.

WHEN this anfwer was reparted to the king, he
abandoned not the plan which he had formed : He
only concluded, that fome more time wag requifite
to quell the obftinacy of the Bretons, and make
them fmbmit to reafon. And when he learned that
the prople of Dritanny, anxious for their duke’s
falety, bad formed a tumultuary army of 60,000
men, and-had obliged whe French to raife the fiege
of Namz, he foriified himfelf the moye in his

' Z 3 Opininn,
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C H A P. opinion, that the court of France would at laft be
oy teduced, by multiplied obftacles and difliculties, to

1488,

z3th July.

abandon the projedt of reducing Britanny to {ub.
jetion, e continued thercfore his fcheme of ne.
gociation, and thereby expofed himfell to be de.
ceived by the artifices of the ¥iench minifiry ; who,
ftill pretending paciiic intentions, fent lord Bernard
Daubigny, a Scotchman of quality, to London, and
prefled Henry not to be difcouraged in offering his
mediation to the court of Britanny. The king on
his part, difpatched another embafly, confifting of
Dtfwic the abbot of Abingdon, and fir Richard
Tonftal, who cariied new propofals for an ami.
cable treaty. No efle€tual fuccours, meanwhile,
were provided for the diftrefled Bretons. Lord
Woodwille, brother to the queen-dowager, having
afked leave to raife underhand a body of volun-
teers, and to tranfport them into Britanny, met
with a refufal from the king, who was defirous
of preferving the appearance of a ftri¢t neutrality.
That nobleman, however, ftill perfifted in his pur.

ofe. He went over to the lfle of Wight, of which

e was governor ; levied a body of 400 men; and
having at laft obrained, as is fuppofed, the fecret
permiffion of Henry, failed with them to Britanny.
This enterprife proved fatal to the leader, and
brought fmall relief to the unhappy duke. The
Bretons rafhly engaged in a general aftion with the
French at St. Aubin, and were difcomfited. Wood.
wille and all the Englilh were put to the fword; to
gether with 2 body of Bretons, who had been accou-
tred in the garb of Englithmen, in arder to firikea
greater terror into the ¥rench, to whom the martial
prowels of that nation was always formidable®. The
duke of Orleans, the prince of Orange, and many
other perfons of rank, wcre taken prifoners: And
the military force of Britanny was totally broken.

4 fugeatrl Hill, de Lretagne, liv, xii.

The
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The death of the duke, which followed foon after,
threw aflairs into ftill greater confufion, and feemed
1o threaten the {tate with a final fuhjetion.

Tuoveir the king did not prepare againft thefe
events, fo hurtlul to the inferefts of England, with
fufficient vigour and precaution, he had not alto-
gether overlooked them. Determined to maintain
a pacific condu&, as far as the fitvation of affairs
would permit, he yet knew the warlike temper of
his fubjets, and obferved, that their ancient and
invetcrate animofity to France was now revived
by the profpect of this great acceflion to her power
and grandeur. He refolved therefore to make ad-
vantage of this difpofition, and draw fome fupplies
from the people, on pretence of giving affiltance to
the duke of Britanny. He had fommoned a par-
liament at Wefltminfter’; and he foon perfuaded
them to grant him a confiderable fubfidy ®. But
this fupply, though voted by parliament, involved
the king in unexpeéted difficulties. The counties
of Durham and York, always difcontented with
Henry’s government, and farther provoked by the
late oppreflions, under which they had laboured,
after the fuppreffion of Simnel’s rebellion, refifted
the commiffioners who were appointed to levy the
tax. The commiffioners, terrified with this ap-
pearance of fedition, made application to the earl
of Noithumberland, and defired of him advice and
affiftance in the execution of their office. That
nobleman thought the matter of importance enongh
to confult the king ; who, unwilling to yield 1o the
humours of a difcontented populace, and forefeeing
the pernicious confequence of fuch a precedent, re-
newed his orders for ftri€tly levying the impofition.
Northumberland fummonedtogether the juitices and
chief freeholders, and delivered the king’s commands

+ gth November 1487. * "Polydore Virgil, p. 579, fays,
that thi» ithpofition was a capitation tax ; the other hifforians
fay, it was a tas of two fhillings in the pound.
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in the moft imperious terms, -which, he thought,
would enforce obedience, but which tended only to
provoke the people, and make them believe him
the advifer of thofe orders which he delivered to
them®. They flew to arms, attacked Northumber.
land in his houfe, and put him to death. Having
incurred fuch deep guilt, their mutinous humour
prompted them to declare againft the king himfelf;
and being inftigated by John Achamber, 2 {editions
fellow of low birth, they chofe fir John Egremond
their leader, and prepared themfelves for a vigorous

“refiltance. Henry was not difmayed with an infur.

retion fo precipitate and ill-fupported. He im-

_mediately levied a force, which he put under the

command of the earl of Surrey, whom he had freed
from confinement and received into favour. His
intention was to fend down thefe troops, in order
to check the progrels of the rebels ;s while he him.
{elf {hould follow with a greater body, which would
abfolutely infure fuccefs, But Surrey thought him-
{elf ftrong enough to encounter alone a raw and
unarmed multitude; and he fucceeded in the at-
tempt. The rebels were diffipated ; John-Achamber
was taken prifoner, and afterwards executed with
fome of his.accomplices; fir Jobn Egremond fled

- to the'dutchels of Burgundy, who gave: him pro-

teion ; the greater number of the rebels received

2 pardon. ' , : L,
Hemry had probably. expefted, when he ob-

tained this grant from parliament, that he fhould

. be able 1o terminate the affair of Britanny by nego-

tizvipn, and that he might thereby fill his coffers
with the money levied by the impofition. . But as
'thy diftreffes of the Bretons ftill multiplied, and be-
came every day more, urgent; he found himfelf
under, the neceility of taking more, vigorons mea-
fures, in order to fupport them. Qn the death of

. Bacon, ~p. 595 e
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the duke, the French had revived fome antiquated ¢ 1 a v

claims to the dominiowr of the dutchys and as the XXv.
o e Sl

duke of Orleans was now captive in France, ‘their 4.

former pretence for hoftilities could no longer ferve

as a cover to their mnbition. The king refolved,

therelore, to emyrage as auxiliary to Britanny; and

to confult the interelts as well as defires of his

people, by oppoling himlelf to the progrefs of the

French power.  Befides entering into a league with

Maxiwilian, and unother with Ferdinand, which

were diftant refources, he levied a body of troops

to the number of 60oo men, with an intention of

tranfporting them into Britanny. Still anxious, how-

ever, for the repayment of his expences, he con-

cluded a treaty with the young dutchefs, by which

fhe engaged to deliver into his hands two fea-port

towns, there to remain till fhe fhould entirely re-

fund the charges of the armament®. Though he

engaged for the fervice of thefe troops during the

fpace of ten months only, yet was the dutchefs

obliged, by the neceflity of her affairs, to fubmit to

{uch rigid conditions, impofed by an ally fo mucii

concerned in intereft to protett her, The forces Kingfends

arrived under the command of Lord Willoughby o i;’f“';:;‘;f“

Broke; and made the Bretons, during fome time,

malfters of the field. The French retired into their

garrifons ; and expeéted, by dilatory meafures, to

wafte the fire of the Englith, and dilguft them’with

the enterprife. The Icheme was well laid, and-

met with fuccefs. Lord Broke found fuch difcord

and confufion in the counfels of Britanny, that no

mealures could be concerted for any undertaking ;

no fupply obtained ; no provifions, carriages, are

tillery, or military flores procured. The whole

court was rent into fadtions : No one minifter had

acquired the alfcendant : And whatever proje& was

® Du Tillet, Recueil des Traités.
formed
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The Englith, difconcerted in every enterprife by
thefe animofities and uncertain counfels, returned
home as foon as the time of their fervice was elapf-
ed; leaving only a fmall garrifon in thofe towns
which had been configned into their hands, Dur-
ing their ftay in Britanuy, they had only contri-
buted ftill farther to walte the country ; and by their
departure, they lelt it entirely at the mercy of the
enemy. So feeble wasthe fuccour which Henry, in
this important conjunture, afforded his ally, whom
the invafion of a foreign enemy, concurring with
domefiic diffenfions, had reduced to the utmoft
diltrefs.

Tux great objeét of the domeftic diflenfions in
Britanny was the difpofal of the young dutchefs in
marriage. The marelchal Rieux, favoured by
Henry, feconded the {uit of the lord d’Albret, who
led {ome forces to her affiftance. The chancellor
Montauban, obferving the. averfion of the dutchefs
to this fuitor, infifted that a petty prince, fuch as
d’Albret, was.unable to fupport Annein her prefent
.extremities ; and he recommended fome more pow-
erful alliance, particularly that of Maximilian king
of the Romans. This party. at laft prevailed ; the
marriage with Maximilian was celebrated by proxy;
and the dutchefs thenceforth affumed the title of
Queen of the Romans. | But this magnificent appel-
lation was all the ‘gained by her marriage. Maxi-
milian, deftitute of troops and money, and em-
barraffed with the continual revolts of the Flemings,
coild fend no. fuccour to his diftreffed conlort;
while d’Albret, enraged at the preference given to
hisrival, deferted her caufe, and received the French
into Nantz, the moft important place in the dutchy,
both for firength and riches. ." .

Tur French court now began to chapgé their

'?;;,Ifcheme with regard to the [ubie@ion of Britanny.

#Charles had formerly been affianced to Margaret

5 , d,mghter
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daughter of Maximilian; who, though too young
for the confummation of her marriage, had been fent
to Paris to be educated, and at this time bore the
title of Queen of France. Befides the ric}?’dowry
which fhe brought the king, fhe was, .after her bro-
ther Philip, then in early youth, heir to all the do-
minions of the houle of Burgundy ; and feemed, in
many relpets, the moft proper match that could
be chofen for the young monarch. Thefe circum-
frances had fo blinded “toth Maximilian and Henry,
that they never fufpeted any other intentions in the
French court ; nor were they able to difcover that
gngagements, feemingly fo advantageous, and {o
foleminly entered into, could be infringed and fet
afide. But Charles began to perceive that the con-
queft of Britanny, in oppofition to the natives, and
to all the great powers of Chriftendom, would prove
a difficult enterprife ; and that even if he fhould
over-run the country, and make himfelf mafter of
the fortrefles, it would be impoffible for him long
to retain pofleflion of them. The marriage alone
of the dutchefs could fully re-annex that fief to the
crown ; and the prefent and certain enjoyment of fo
confiderable a territory feemed preferable to the
profpe& of inheriting the dominions of the houfe
of Burgundy ; a profpeft which became every day
more diflant and precarious. Above all, the mar-
riage of Maxzimilian and Anne appeared deftrutive

to the grandeur, and even fecurity, of the French -

monarch ; while that prince, pofieffing Flanders on
the one hand, and Britanny on the other, might
thus, from both quarters, make inroads into the
heart of the country. The only remedy for thefe
evils was therefore concluded to be the diffolution
of the two marriages, which had been celebrated,
but not confummated; and the efpoufal of the

dutchefs of Biitanny by the king of France.
IT wis neceffary that this expedient, which had
not been forefeen by any courtin Europe, and WhIizCh
they
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they were all fo much interefted to oppofe, thonld
be kept a profound fecret, and fhould be difcovered
tothe world only by the {ull execution of it. Thé
meafures of the French minifliy in the condu& of

- this delicate énterprife were wife and political. While

they prefled Britanny with all the rigours of war,
they fecretly gained the court of Dunois, who pol-
fefled great authority with the Bretons; and having
alfo engaged in their intereft the prince of Orange,
coufin-german to the dutchels, they gave him his
liberty, and fent him into britanny. Thefe. parti-
fans, {fupported by other emiffaries of France, pres
pared the minds of men for the great revolution
projefted, and difplayed, though ftill with many

- precautions, all the advantages of a union with the

French monarchy., They reprefented tothe barons
of Britanny, that their country, harafled during fo
many years with perpetual war, had need of fome
repofe, and of a folid and lafling peace with the only,
power that was formidable to them : That their al-
liance with Maximilian was not able to afford them
even prefent protelion; and, by clofely uniting
them to a power which was rival to the greatnefs of
France, fixed them in perpetval enmity ‘with that
potent onarchy : That their vicinity expofed them
firft to the inroads of the enemy; and the happieft
event which, in fuch a'fituation could befal them,
would be to attair' a peace, though by a final {ub-
je&ion to France, and by the lofs of that liberty
tranfmitted to them from their anceftors: And that
any other expedient, compatible with, the hondur
of the ftate, and their duty to their fovereign,
was preferable to a feene of fuch diforder and de-
vaftation. " . ’ , o
Taxse fuggeftionshad influence with the Bretons:
But the chiet difficulty lay in furmounting the pre-
judices of the young dutche's herfelf, "Lhat princefs
chad imbibed a ftrong prepofieflion againft the
~French pation, particularly againft Charles, “the
o ‘ author
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author of all the calamities which, from her earlieft
infancy, had befallen her family. She had alfo fixed
her affe@ions on Maximilian; and as the now
deemed him her hufband, fhe could not, the
thought, without incurring the greateft guilt, and
violating the moft folemn engagements, contra a
marriage with any other perfon, In order to over-
come her obftinacy, Charles gave the duke of Or-
leans his liberty, who, though formerly a fuitor to
the dutchefs, was now contented to ingratiate him«
felf with the king, by employing in his favour all
the intereft which he flill poflefled in Buiitanny,
Marefchal Rieux and chancellor Montauban were
reconciled by his mediation ; and thefe rival mini-
flers now concurred with the prince of Orange and
the count of Dunois, in prefling the conclufion of
a marriage with Charles. By their fuggefion,
Charles advanced with a powerful army, and inveft.
ed Rennes, at that time the refidence of the dut«
chefs ; who, affailed on all hands, and finding none
to fupport her in her inflexibility, at laft opened the
gates of the city, and agreed to efpoule the king of
France. She was mariied at Langey in Touraine ;
condulted to St. Dunnis, where the was crowned ;
thence made her entry into Paris, amidft the joyful
acclamations of the people, who regarded this mar
riage as the moft prefperous event that could have
befallen the monarchy.

Ttc crinmph and fuccels of Charles was the moft
fenfible mortificution to the king of the Romans,
He had loft a confiderzble territory, which he
thought he had acquired, and an accomplifhed prin.
cefs, whom he had efpoufed ; he was aifronted in
the perfon of his daugliter Margarct, who was fent
backk to him ofter the had been rreated, during
fome years, as queen of France; be lad reafon to
repraach himflel with his evn fapiae fecurity, in
negleéting the confummation of his marriage, which

6 was
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was' eafily prafticable for him, and which would,
have renderved the tye indiffoluble: Thefe confi-
derations threw him ‘into the moft violent rage,
which he vented in very indecent expreffions ; and

- he threatened France with an invafion from the

yth July.

united arms of Auftria, Spain, and England. .
Tue king of England- had alfo jjuft reafon to re-
proach himfelf with milconduét in this impottant
tranfaftion ; and though the affair had terminated
in a manner which he could not precilely forelee,
his negligence in leaving his maft ufeful ally {o long
expofed to the invafion of fuperior power, could not
but appear, on reflexion, the refult of timid caution
and narrow politics. As he valued himfelf on his
extenfive forefight and profound judgment, theafl’
cendant acquired over him by a raw youth fuch ag
Charles, could not but give him the higheft dif.
pleafure, and prompt him to feck vengeance, after
all remedy for his milcarriage was become abfo.
lntely impraticable. But he was farther attuated
by avarice, a motive {till more predominant with
him than either pride or revenge ; and he fought,
even from his prefent difappointments, the gratifi-

-cation of this ruling pafion. On pretence of 2

French war, he iffued a commiflion for levying a
Benevolence on his people™ ; a fpecies of taxation
which had been abolithed by a recent law of Rich-
ard III.  This violence (for fuch it really was) fell

“chiefly on the commercial part of the nation,”who

were poffefled of the ready money. London alone
contributed to.the amount of near 10,000 pounds.
Archbithop Morton, the chancellor, inftruéted the
commiflioners to employ 2 dilemma, in which every
.one might be comprehended: If the perfons ap-
plied to lived {iugally, they were told that their par-

& Rymer, vol. xil. p.448. , Bacon fays that the benevalence
was bvied with goulin, of paliament, vffhich,isa.gni,ﬁake- \

ﬂ'mon};
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fimony muflt neceffarily have enriched them: IfcH ar
their method of living were fplendid and holpitable, XV,
they were concluded to be opulent on account of  igen.
their expences. This device was by fome called
chancellor Morton’s {fork, by others his crutch.

So little apprehenfive was the king of a parlia-
ment on account of his levying this arbitrary impo-
fition, that he foon after fummoned that affembly
to meet at Wefltminfter ; and he even expefted to 27th 0a.
enrich himfelf farther by working on their paffions
and prejudices. He knew the difpleafure which
the Englith had conceived againft France on ac-
count of the acquifition of Britanny ; and he took
care to infift on that topic, in the fpeech which he
himfelf pronounced to the parliament. He told them A partias
that France, elated with her late fuccefles, had even ™™
proceeded to a contempt of England, and had re-
fufed to pay the tribute which Lewis XI. had ftipn~
lated to Edward IV.: That it became fo warlike a
nation as the Englith ta be roufed by this indignity,
and not to limit their pretenfions mercly to repelling
the prefent injury: That, for his part, he was de-
termined to lay claim to the crown itfelf of France,
and to maintain by force of arms fo juft a title,
tranfmitted to him by his gallant ance({oréz That
Crecy, Poittiers, and Azincour, were fufficient to
inftruét them in their fuperiority over the enemy ;
nor did he defpair of adding new names to the glo.
rious catalogue: That a king of France had been
prifoner in London, and a king of ¥ngland had
been crewned at Paris; events which fhould ani-
mate them to an emulation of like glory with that
which had been enjuyed by their forefathers : That
the domeftic diffunfions of England had bern the
fole caufe of her lefing thefe foreign dominions;
and her. prefent internal union would be the effediual
means of recovering them ;, That where fuch lafting
honour was in view, and fuch an importaut acqui-
fiion, it became not brave mien to repine at the

~advance

Ll
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¢ 1 A P, advance of a little treafure: And that, for his part;
- hewas determined to make the war maintain itfelf;
ssgr.  and hoped, by the invafion of {o opulent a kingdom
as France, to increafe, rather than diminifh, the
riches of the nation.”. . : L
NoTwITHSTANDING thele magnificent vaunts'of

the king, all men of penetration concluded, from:
the perfonal charalter of the man, and fill more
from the fituation of affairs, that he had noferious
intention of pufhing the war. te fuch extremities as
he pretended.’ France was not now in the fame conw.
dition as when fuch fuccefsful inroads had been made
upon her by former kings of England. The great
fiefs. were united to the crown; the princes of the
blood were defirous of tranquillity ; .thé naron
abounded with able captains and Veteran foldiers 3
and the general afpelt of her affairs feemed’ rather

to threatent her neighbours, than to promife them
any confiderable advantages againft her. Thee.
vity and vain-glory of Maximilian were. fupported.

by his pompous titles; but were ill feconded .by
military power, and ftill lefs by any revenue propor-
‘tioned to them. The politic Ferdinand, while he
made a thow of war, was aCtually negociating for
peace 5 and, rather than expofe himfelf to' any:ha-
zard, would accept of very moderate, conceflions
from France. Even England was not .free from
domeftic difcontents; and. in Scotland, the deathr

- of Henry’s friend and-ally James 1iL. who had been

" murdered by his rebelligus fubjeds, had made way
for the fucceflion of his fon James IV. who was de-
voted to the French intereft, and would furely be
alarmed at any important progrefs of the Englifh
arms, . But all thele obvious confiderations had no
infuence on the parliament. Inflamed by the ideas

of fubduing France, and of enriching themfelveshy

.. the fpoils of thatkingdom, they gave into the fnare

¥ Bagan, p. 6ol.
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prepared for them, and voted the fupply which the
king demanded. Two fifteenths weie granted
him ; gnd the better to enable his vaflals and ‘no-
bility to attend him, an aé was paffed, empowering
them to fell their eftates, without paying any fines
for alienation.

TrE nobility were univerfally feized with a defire
of military gloty ; and having creduloufly fwallowed
all the boafs of the king, they dreamed of no lefs
than carrying their trinmphant banners to the gates
ol Paris, and putting the crown of France on the

_head of their {ovefeian. Many of them borrowed
large fums, or fold off manors, that they might ap.
pear in the field with greater fplendour, and lcad
out their followers in moie complete order. The
king crofled the fea, and arrived at Calais on the
fixth of Oftober, with an army of twenty.five thou.
fand foot and fixteen hundred hoife, which he put
under the command of the duke of Bedford and
the earl of Oxford + But as fome inferred, from hig
opening the campaign in fo late a fealon, that peace
would foon be concluded between the crowns, he
was defirous of fuggefling a contrary infercnce,
“ He had come over,” he faid, ¢ to maks an end
“ tire conquelt of France, which was not the work
“ of one fummer. It was therefore of no confe-
“ quence at what feafon he began the invafion;
% gfpecially as he had Calais ready for winter-quai-
% rers,”” As it he had ferioufly intended this enter<
prife, he inftantly marched into the enemy’s coun-
try, and laid fiege to Bulloigne : But notwithftand-
ing this appearance of hoftility, there had been fe-
cret advances made towards peace above three
months betore; and commiflioners had been ap-
pointed to neat of the terms. 'the better to re-
concile the minds of men 1o this unexpetted mea.
fure, the king’s ambafladors arived i the camp
from the Low Countries, and informed him that
Vor, TIL Aa Mazxi-
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¢ # A P Maximilian was in no readinefs to join him; nor-
¥XV. | was any affiftance to be expefted from that quarter.
sa92.  Soon after mcflengers came from Spain, and
brought news of a peace concluded between that
kingdom and France, in which Charles had made.

a ceffion of the counties of Roufillon and Cerdagne

to Ferdinand, Though thefe articles of intelligence

were carefully difperfed throughout the army, the

king was ftill apprehenfive left a fudden peace, afer

fuch magnificent promifes and high expettations,

might expofe him to reproach. In order the more:
effeGually to cover the intended meafures, -he fe-

cretly engaged the marquis of Dorlet, together with’
twenty-three perfons of diftinttion, to prefent him

a petition for agreeing to a treaty with France.

The pretence was founded on the late {eafon of the

year, the difficulty of fupplying the army at Calais

during winter, the obftacles which arofe in the fiege

of Bulloigne, the defertion of thofe allies whofe affift-.

ance had been moft relied on : Events which might,

all of them, have been forefecn hefore the embarka.

tion of the forces. , :

In confequence of thefe preparatory fteps, the

bithop of Exeter and lord Daubeny were fent o

* confer at Eftaplés with, the marefchal de. Cordes,

and to put the laft hand to the treaty. A few. days

ANov. Tufficed for that purpofe: The demands of Henry
Pazewith were wholly pecuniary; and the king of France, .
™ . who deemed the peaceable poffeflion of Britanny
an equivalent for any fum, and who was all on firg
for his projefted "expedition into Italy, readily
agreed to ‘the propofals made him., He engaged
to pay’ Henry 745,000 crowns, 'ne;y 490,060
pounds fterling of our prefent morfey ; partly as a
1eimburfement of the fums advanced to Britanny,
partly'as arrears of the penfion due fo Edward IV.
And he ftipulated 2 yearly penfion to Henry and his .
heirs -of 25,000 crowns. Thus the king as re
. R marked
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marked by his hiftorian, made profit upon his fub. ¢ H 4 P.

je€ts for the war; and upon his enemies for the
peace*. And the people agreed that he had ful.
filled his promile, when he faid to the patliament
that he would make the war maintain itfelf,
Maximilian was, if he pleafed, comprehended in
Henry’s treaty ; but he difdained to bein any refpet
beholden to an ally of whom he thought he had rea.
fon to complain: He made a feparate peace with
France, and obtained reftitution of Artois, Franche~
compté, and Charolois, which had been ceded as the
- dowry of his daughter when fhe was affianced to the
king of France.

THE peace concluded between England and
France was the morc likely to continue, becaufle
Charles, full of ambition and youthful hopes, bent
all his attention to the fide of Italy, and foon after
undertook the conqueft of Naples; an enterprife
which Henry regarded with the greater indifference,
as Naples lay remote from him, and France had
never in any age been fuccefsful in that quarter.
The king’s authority was fully eftablithed at home;
and every rebellion which had been attempted againft
him had hitherto tended only to confound his ene-
mies, and confolidate his power and influence, His
reputation for policy and conduét was daily augment-
ing ; his treafures had increafed even from the moft
unfavourable events ; the hopes of all pretenders to
his thione were cut off, as well by his marriage as
by .the iffue which it had brought him. In this
profperous fituation the king had reafon to flaster
himfelf with the profpett of durable peace and
tranquillity: But his inveterate and indefatigable
enemies whom he had wantonly provoked, railed
him an adverfary, who long kept him in inquietude,
and fometimes even brought him into danger.

"# Bacon, p. 605, Polyd. Virg. p. 586.
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cHar -Tue dutchefs of Burgundy, full of refentmen
hx”x” , for-the depreffion of her family and its partifans,
" aga rather irritated than difcouraged by the ill fuccefs of
her palt enterprifes, was determined, at Teaft, to
difturb that government which the found it fo, cltf-
ficult to fubvert. By means of her emiffaries The
propagated areport that her nephew Richard Plan-
tagenet, duke of York, had cfcaped from the Towey
when his elder brother was murdered, and that he
till fay fome where concealed : And ﬁndmg this ru-
Jpour, howeveér improbable, to be greedily re-
ceived by the people, fhe had been Ioo‘?;mg ouf, fay
fome young man proper to perfonate that unfortm
nate prince.
Perkin THERE was one Oﬂaec, or W@rbec, a reneg'tdo
Wabee  Yew of Tournay, who had been .tarried by fome
bufinels to London in the reign of Edward IVoangd
had there a,fon born to him. Having had oppot-
tunities of being known, to the king, and obtaining
thig favour, he prevailed with that prince, whofg
manners were very affable, to- ftand _godfather to hxs
fon, to whom: he gave the name of Peter, corrupted '
after the I‘lemxfh manner, into- Pcteer, or ‘Berkin.
It was by fome believed, that Edward; anong his
amorous adventmes, had. a fecreg commerce wxﬁh
Warbec’s wife ; and people. thence accounted for
that tefemblance. which was, a&erwards mmaxked
beiween young Perkin and that monarch?. . Seme
years after thy birth of this child W'xrbec retnmed
to- ‘1ournay ; where Perkin his fon did nof lcmg 7.3
»mam, butby dsﬂerentaccxdents was carrxed frdm place
ta place, and his birth and fortynes became th@rehy
ppknown, gnd, difficult to be traced by.the moft div
Tigeiit faquiry. . The varlety of his adventures Jad
happxly.favm:red .the natyral, verfatility, and fagaczty
‘of his genius ;. and he feemed to.béa youth parfelly
. fitted to’ a& any part, or aﬁ’ume any clmra&er. In,

RN
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this light he had been reprefented to the dutchefs of ¢ A .

Burgundy, who, ftruck with the concurrence of fo
many circumftances fuited to her purpofe, defired
to be made acquainted with the man on whom fhe
already began to ground her hopes of fuccefs. She
found him to excced her moft fanguine expefta-
tions; fo comely did he appear in his petfon, fo
graceful in his air, fo courtly in his addrefs, fo full
of docility and good fenfe in his behaviour and con-
verfation. The leffons neceflary to be tanght him,
in order to his perfonating the duke of York, were
foon learned by a youth of fuch quick apprehenfion ;
but as the fealon feemed not then favourable for his
enterprife, Margaret, in order the better to conceal
him, fent him, under the care of lady Brampton,
into Portugal, where he remained a year, unknown
to all the world.

Twe war, which was then ready to break aut be-
tween France and Fngland, feemed to afford a pro-
per opportunity for the difcovery of this new
phznomenon; and Ireland, which ftill retained its
attachments to the houfe of York, was chofen as
the proper place for his firft appearance® He
landed at Corke; and immediately affuming the
name of Richard Plantagenet, drew to him parti-’

xxv‘ 1

1492

Hig im-
pofture.

{ans among that credulous people.  He wrote let- |

ters to the earls of Defmond and Kildare, inviting

them to join his party: He difperfed every where

the ftrange intelligence of his efcape from the cruelty
of his uncle Richard: And men, fond of every,
thing new and wonderful, began to make him the
eneral fubjed of their difcourfe, and even the ob-
je& of their favour. .
Tre news foon reached France; and Charled,
prompted by the fecret folicitations of the dutchefs
of Burgundy, and the intrigues of one Frion, a fe-

# Polyd. Virg, p. 589.
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cretary of Henry’s who had deferted his fervicg,
fent Perkin an invitation to repair to him at Paris,
He received him with all the marks of regard due
to the dike of York; fettled on him a handfome
penfion, affigned him magniﬁcen.t lngings, and in
order to provide at once for his dlgmty.and fecurity,
gavehim a guard for his perfon, o_f which lord Con.
grefal accepted the office of captain. The French
courtiers readily embraced a fition which their fo.
vereign thought it his intereft to adopt: Perkin,
both by his deportment and perfonal qualities, fup-
ported ‘the prepofleffion which was fpread abroad of
his royal pedigree: And the whole kingdém. was-
full of the accomplithments, as well as the fingular
adventures and misfortunes of the young Planta-
genet, ~'Wonders of this nature are commonly aug.
mented at a diftance. From France the admiration
and credulity diffufed themfelves into England: Sir
George Nevil, fir John Taylor, and above 4 hug.
dred gentlemen more, came to Paris, in order to
offer their fervices to the fuppofed duke of York,
and to fhare his fortunes: And the impoftot had
now the appearance of a court attending him, and
began to entertain hopes of final fuccels in his e
dertakings. : R
WaeN peace was concluded between France and °
England at Eftaples, Henry applied to have Perkin
put into his hands ; but Charles, refolute not to be-
tray a young man, of whatever birth, whom he had
invited into bis kingdom, would agree only to dif
tnifs him. The pretended Richard retired to, the
dutchefs of Burgundy, and craving her proteien
and affiftance, offered to lay before her all the proofs
of that birth to which he laid claim. The princefs’
affefted ignorance of his pretenfions; even puton
the appearance of diftruft ; and having, as-fhe faid,
béer algeady deceived by Simnel, fhe was déterniinéd -
never &%in 1o be feduced by any impoftors Sh“eﬁdec'i
. o ‘ fred
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fired before all the world to beinfiruéed in his rea. CILA P.

{ons for affuming the name which he bore ; feemed
to examine every circumftance with the mofl fe1u-
pulous nicety; put many particular queflions to
him ; affeCted aftonithment at his anfwers; and at
laft, after long and fevere fcrutiny, burft out into
joy and admiration at his wonderful deliverance, em-
braced him as her nephew, the true image of Ed-
ward, the fole heir of the Plantagenets, and the le-
gitimate {ucceflor to the Englith throne. She im.
mediately afligned him an equipage fuited to his
pretended birth ; appointed him a guard of thirty
halberdiers; engaged every one to pay court to him;
and on all occafions honoured him with the appella-
tion of the White Rofe of England. The Tlemings,
moved by the authority which Margaret, both from
her rank and petfonal chara&er enjoyed among them,
readily adopted the fition of Perkin’s royal defcent :
No furmife of his true birth was as yer heard of
Little contradiction was made to the prevailing opi-
nion: And the Englith, from their great communi-
cation with the Low Countries, were every day more
and more prepofleffed in favour of the impoftor.
IT was not the populace alone of England that
gave credit to Perkin’s pretenfions. Men of the
higheft birth and quality, difgufted at Henry’s go-
vernment, by which they found the nobility deprefled,
began to turn their eyes towards the new claimant ;
and fome of them even entered into a correfpondence
with him. Lord Fitzwater, fir Simon Mountfort, ?
fir Thomas Thwaites, betrayed their inclination to- ¢

XV,

e = ranan)
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1493

nd by

many of

h..Eng.

wards bim: Sir William Stanley himfelf, lord cham- {:’t‘;."“b"

berlain, who had been fo ative in raifing Henty to
the throne, moved either by blind credulity or a reft~
lefs ambition, entertained the projet of a revolt in
favour of his enemy® Sir Robert Clifford and
‘William” Barley were flill more open in their mea-
fures: They went over to Flanders, were introduced

4 Bacon, p. 6o%.
Aag by
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¢t A . by the dutchefs of Burgundy to the acquaintance of

t_iiﬂ " Perkin, and made him a tender of their fervices.

1493 Clifford wrote back to England, that he knew pers

feétly the perfon of Richard duke of York, that this

young man was undoubtedly that prince himfelf,

and that ng circumfitance of his-ftory was expofedto

the leaft difficulty. Such pofitive intelligence,

conveyed by a perfon of rank and charaCler, was

fufficient, with many, to put the matter beyond

queﬂlon, and excited the attention and wonder even

of the moft indifferent. The whale nation was held

in fufpence; a regular confpiracy was forméd againft

the king’s authority; and a correfpondence fettled

between the malcontents in Flanders and thofe in
England.

Tre king 'was informed of all thefe partxculats 3
but agreeably to his charater, which was both caus
tious and refolute, he proceeded deliberately, though
fteadily, in counter-warking the projeéts of his ene~
mies, His firft objelt was-to alcertain the death of
the real duke of York, and tp confirm. the opinion
that had always prevaxled with regard to that eveat,

. Five perfons had been employed by Richard in the
mutder of his nephews, or ¢ould give evidence with
regrard to'it§ fir James Titrel, to whom he had com..
mitted the government of the Towel for that purpofe,
and who had feen the dead princes; Foreft, Dighton,
and Slater, who perpetrated the crime; and the prieft
“who buried the bodies. Tirrel and- Dlghton along
were alive, and they agreed-in the fame flory; but
” as ‘the priéft was-dead, and as the bodies were fup-

afed to have been remqved by Richard’s ordets,
i ¥pin the place where they were firfk. mter»red, and,
_mﬂd not now be found, it was not in Henry’s
“ipower to put the fad, fo much’ as he W}ﬂied beyond
&ll, dobbt -aid contmverfy
g ‘met at firlt -with more. dxﬂicﬁlty, but wasiin
tha end more fuccelsful in detefing.who this:wonx
derful perfon’ was. that thuys boldly advanced pretem

LN
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fions to his crown. He difperfed his fpies all over c 11 4 2
Flanders and England ; he engaged many to pre. XV,

terd that they had embraced Perking’s party 3 he di-
reted them to infinuate rhemfelves into the confi-
dence of the young man’s friends ; in proportion as
they conveyed intelligence of any confpirators, he
bribed his retainers, his domellic fervants, nay,
fometimes his confeflor, and by thefe means traced
up fome other confederate ; Clifford himfelf he en-
gaged, by the hope of rewards and pardon, to be.
tray the fecrets committed to him ; the more truft
he gave to any of his fpies, the higher refentment
did he feign againft them ; fome of them he even
caufed to be publicly anathematifed, in order the
better to procure them the confidence of his encs
mies: And in the iflue, the whole plan of the con.
fpiracy was clearly laid before him; and the pedi.
gree, adventures, life, and converfation of the pre-
tended.duke of York. This latter part of the ftory
was immediately publifhed for the fatisfaétion of the
nation : The conlfpirators he referved for a flower
and furer vengeance. :
MeaNwHILE he remonftrated with the archduke
Philip, on account of the countenance and protec-
tion, which was afforded in his dominions to fo infa~
mous an impoftor ; contrary to treaties {ubfifling:
between the fovereigns, and to the mutual amity
which bad fo long been maintained by the fabjets
of both ftatcs, Marparet had intereft enough touw
get his application rejséted; on pretence that Philip
had no authority over the demelnes of the dutchefs
dowager. And the king, in relentment of this in-
jury, cut off all commerce with the Low Countries,’
banifhed. the Flemings, and recalled his own fub--
je@s from thefe provinces. Philip retaliated by
like edifts ; but Henry knew, that fo mutinous a
people as the Flemings -would not long bear, in
compliance with the humours of their prince, to be
' deprived

493
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c 1 a P deprived of the benefigial branch of commerce
3V, which they carried on with England.

3494

Hg had it in his power to infli more effetual
punifhment on his domeftic enemies ; and when his
projefts were fufficiently matured, he failed not to
make them feel the effets of his refentment. Al
‘moft in the fame inftant' he arrefted Fitzwater,
Mountfort, and Thwaites, together with William
Daubeney, Robert Ratcliff, Thomas Creflenor, and
Thomas Aftwood. . All thele were arraigned, con.
viGted, and condemned for high treafon, in adhering
and promifing aid to Perkin. Mountfort, Ratcliff,
and Daubeney, were immediately executed ; Fitz-
water was fent over to Calais, and detained in cof-
tody ; but being detefled in praétifing on his keeper
for an efcape, he foon after underwent the {ame fate,
The reft were pardoned, togethér with William
Worleley dean of St, Paul’s, and fome others, -who
had been accufed and examined, but not brought
to public ttial®,

GRrREATER and more folemn preparations were
deemed requifite for the trial of Stanley, lord cham-
berlain, whofe authority in the nation, whofe.do-
meflic connexions with the king, as well as his for-
mer fervices, feemed to - fecure him againft -any
.aceufation or punifhment, Clifford was direQed to
come over privately to England,. and to throw him.
felf at the king’s feet while he fat in council y traving
-pardon for. paft offences, .and offering to atone for
them- by any fervices which fthould ‘be required of
him. Henry then told him, that the beft proof.he.
-could give of penitence, and the only fervice he could
-pow render him, was the full confeflion of his guils,
and, the difcovery of all his accomplices, however.
diftinguifhed by rank or charafter, Encouraged by
-this exhortation; Glifford accufed Stantey, then pres.

" » Polydare Virgll, p 508,
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fent, as his chiefabettor; and offered to lay before c u A ».
the council the full proof of his guilt. Stanley him. _X*V-
felf could not difcover more furprife than was affe@t-
ed by Henry on theoccafion. He received the in-
telligence as abfolutely falfe and incredible; that a
man, to whom he was in a great meafure beholden
for his crown, and even for his life; a man to whom
by every honour and favour he had endeavoured to
exprefs his gratitude ; whofe brother, the earl of
Derby, was his own father-in-law ; to whom he had
even committed the truft of his perfon, by creating
him lord chamberlain: That this man, enjoying his
full confidence and affettion, not aftnated by any
motive of difcontent or apprehenfion, thould engage
in a condpiracy againft him. Clifford was therefore
exhorted to weigh well the confequences of his ac-
cufation ; but as he perfifted in the fame pofitive
afleverations, Stanley was committed to cuftody,
and was Joon after examined before the council °,
He denied not the guilt imputed to him by Clifs
ford ; he did not even endcavour much to extenuate
it; whether be thought that a frank and open con~
feflion would ferve as an atonement, or trufted to
his prefent connexions and his former fervices for
pardon and fecurity. But princes are often apt to Tsiat ana
regard great fervices as a ground of jealoufy, efpe. Sxecution
cially 'if accompanied with a craving and reftlefs e
difpofition in the perfon who has performed them,

The general difcontent alfo, and mutinous humoux

of the people, feemed to require fome great example

of {everity. And as Stanley was one of the moft

opulent fubjeéls in the kingdom, being poflefled of

above three thoufand pounds a year in land, and

forty thoufand marks in plate and money, befides 1495,
other property of great value, theprofpet of fo rich

3 forfeiture was deemed no fmall motive for Henry’s
proceeding to extremities againft him. After fix sgthreb,

-

1494
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¢ H s P. weeks’ delay, which was interpofed in order to fhew
v that the king was reftrained by doubts and feruples;

1495

- gpportunity to difcover itfelf, .

the prifoner was brought to his trial, condemned,
and prefently after beheaded. Hiftorians are not
agreed with regard to the crime which was proved
againft him. The general report is, that he thould
have faid in confidence to Clifford, that if he were
fure the young man who appeared in Flanders was
really fon to king Edward, he never would bear arms
againft him. The fentiment might difguft Henry,
us implying a preference of the houfe of York to
that of Lancafter; but could fearcely be the ground,
even in thofe arbitrary times, -of a fentence of high
ireafon againft Stanley. It is more probable, there-
fore, as is aflerted by fome hiftorians, that he had:
exprefsly engaged to aflift Perkin, and hdd altually
fent him fome fupply of money, o o
-~ TrE fate of Stagley made great impreffion on the
kinpdom, and ftruck all the pardfans of Perkin
with the deepeft. difmay. From Clifford’s defertion;
they found that all their fecrets weré betrayed 3 and -
as it appeared that Stanley, while he feemed to live
in the greatett confidence with the king, had been-
cofitinually {arreunded: by fpies, who reported and
segiftered :every action in which*he ‘was engapgéd,.

_nay, every word which fell from him;-a general dif-

truft took place,-and all inutual confidence Was de-~
{troyed, even among intintate friends and acquaint.
ances. The jealous and fevere temper of the king,
together with his.great- reputation for fagacity and
penetration, kept men in.awe, and quelled not only
the movements of fedition, but the very'mbimurs’
of fation. | Libels, however, creeped out againft
Henry’s . perfon and- admidiftrasion’; "~ a#d " being

- greedily:piopagated by every fecret art, fhéweéd that.

there {tilk-rempined among. thes people- a confider+.
able root.of difcantent, whichi wantdd only-a prape

. Bur

I _""u--h-“.l.‘



. HENRTY VIL

the terrors of his people, than on gaining their affec-
tions, - Trufting to the great fuccels which attended
him in all his enterprifes, he gave every day more
and more a loofe to hig rapacious temper, and em.
ployed the arts of perverting law and jultice, in order
to exat fines and compofitions {rom his people.
Sir William Capel, alderman of London, was con-
demned on fome penal {tatutes to, pay the fam of
2743 pounds, and was obliged to compound for
fixteen hundred and fifteen. "This was the firft noted
cafe of the kind ; but it became a precedent, whicls
prepared the way for many others. . ‘the manage-
ment, indeed,. of thefe arts of chicanery, was the
great fecret of the king’s adminiftration. While

ELT

¢ : Ll . .
+ 'But Henry continued more intent on increafing © A

o

1495

he deprefled the nobility, he exalted and honoured

and carefled the lawyers ; and by that means both
beftowed authority on the laws, and was enabled,
whenever he pleafed, to pervert them to his own ad-
vantage. Flis government was oppreflive; bur it
was fo much the lefs burdenfome, as by his extend-
ing.royal authority, and curbing the nobles, he be.
came. in reality the fole oppreflor in his kipgdom.,
As Perkin found that the king’s:authority: daily
gained ground.among the people, and-that his own
pretenfions were becoming obfoléte, he relolved to
atrempt fomething which might. revive .the hopes
and expeftations of his partifans, Having colleéted
a-band: of outlaws, pirates, robbers, and neceffitous.
tfons of all nationg, to the number of 600 men,
e put tp- fea, with a relvlution of making a defcent
in ‘England, and of exciting the common people to
~arms, fince*all his cofrefpondence with the nobility
" was cut.off by Flenry’s vigilanee apd feyerity. In.
formation being brought him that theking had made
a.progrefs to the north, he caft anchor on the coafk
of Kent, and fent fome of his, retaiers afuore, who
invited"the country to'join him. The gentlemen of
Kent affumbled fome troops to oppofe him; }liqt
' they
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© 8 AP they purpofed to do more effential fervice thar l)'y"
vemrmes Tepelling the invafion : They carried the {femblance’

2495

A parlia-
ment.

of friendfhip to Perkin, and invited him to come
"himfelf athore, in order to take the command over
them. . But the wary youth, obferving that they
had more order and regularity in their movements
than could be fuppofed in new levied forces who
had taken arms againft eftablifhed authority, re.
fufed to entruft himfelf in their hands; and the
Kentifh troops, defpairing of fuccels in their ftra-
tagem, fell upon fuch of his retainers as were already
landed ; and befides fome whom. they flew, they
took a hundred-and fifty prifoners. Thefe were tried’
and condemned ; and all of them executed by or-
ders from the king, who was refolved to ufe no le.
nity towards men of fuch defperate fortunes®.
- TH1s year a parliament was fummoned in Engs
land, and another in Ireland ; and {fome remarkable
laws were paffed in both' countries, The Englith
parliament -enalted, that no perfon who fhould by
arms or otherwife aflift the king for the time being,
fhould ever afterwards, either by courfe of law or act
of parliament, be attainted for fuch an inflance of
obedience. This flatute might be expofed to fome
cenfure, as favourablé to ufurpers; were there any
precife-rule’ which always, even during the moft’
faltious times, could determine the true fucceffor,
and render evety one inexcufable who did not fub-
*mitto him, But asthe titles of princes are then-the
great fubje of difpute, and each party pleads-topics -
in its owd favour, it feems but equitable to fecare
.thofe who' aét in fupport of public tranquillity, an”
abje® at all times of undoubted benefit and import. -,
ance. -Henry, conlcious of his difputed title,  pro--
moted 'this law; in order to fecure his partifins’
againft all ‘events ; ‘but-as'he had himfelf obferved -

4 comtrary praftice with*regard to Richard’s ad~"

L

¥ Polydore Virgil, p. 595.
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hefents, he had reafon to apprehend, that during ¢ H A P.
the violence which ufually enfues on public conval. _*XV+
fions, his example rather than his law would, in 1495
cafe of a new revolution, be followed by his ene.

mies. And the attempt to bind the legiflature it-

felf, by prelcribing rules to future parliaments, was-
contradi€tory to the plainett principles of political
government.’ '

. THis parliament alfo pafled an a&, empowering

the king to levy, by courfe of law, all the fums

which any perfon had agreed to pay by way of be-
nevolence : A ftatute by which that arbitrary me.

thod of taxation was indiretly authorifed and
juﬂ:iﬁ&d- - '

Trz king’s authority appeared equally prevalent

and uncontrolled in Ireland. Sir Edward Poynings

had been fent over to that country, with an inten~

tion of ‘quelling the partifans of the houfe of York,

and of reducing the natives to fubjetion. He was

not fupported by forces fufficient for that enterprife :

The Irith, by flying into their woods and moraffes

and mountains, for fometime eluded his efforts~

But Poynings fummoned a parliament at Dublin,

where he was more fuccefsful. He pafled that . me-

morable ftatute, which {ill bears his‘name, and
which - eftablifhes. the authority of the Englifh go--
vernment in Ireland. . By this ftatute all the former

laws of England were made to be of force in Ire-

land 3 and no bill can be introduced into. the Irith
parliament, unlefs it previoully receive the fantion,

of the council of England, This latter claufe feems
calculated for enfuring the dominion of the Englith;

but was really granted at the defire of the Irith com-

mons, who intended by that means to fecure them-
felves from. the tyranny of their lords, particularl:
of fuch licutenants or deputies as were of Irith.
bi’th e. . < ' ' I

¢ Sir Johu Davies, p. 235, .
~WHILE



468

c H AP,
b5 478

Qe ™y meccan?
149 5~

HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

Waine Heénry’s authority was thus eftablifhed-
throughout his -dominions, and general tranquillity.
prevailed, the whole continent was thrown into com
buftion by the French invafion of Italy, and by the
rapid fuccels which dttended Charles in that rafh.
and ill-concerted enterprife.  The Italians, wha
had :entirely loft the ufe of arms, and who, in the,
midft of continual wars, had become every day.
more unwarlike, were aftonified to meet an enemy,’
that made the field of battle not a pompous- tontnaz,
ment, but a feene of blood, and ‘fought, at the ha-,
zard of their own lives, the death of their enemy,

- Their effeminate troops were difperfed every where;

on the approach of the French army : Their beft
fortified cities opened their gates: Kingdoms and
ftates were in an inftant overturhed: And through
the whole length of Italy, which the French pene-
trated without refifiance, they feemed rather to be-
taking quarters in their own country than making.
conquefls over an enemy. 'The maxims which the
Italians during that age followed in negotiations,

,were as il] calculated to fupport their ftates as the

habits to which they were addiéted in war.: A trege
cherous, deceitful, and inconfiftent {yftem. of. po~
litics . prevailed ; and evén thofe fmall remains of
fidelity and honour, which werg preferved .in the
councils of the other European princes, werg-ridis
culed in Italy as proofs of ignorance and rufticitys
Ludovico duke of Milan, who invited the French to
invade Naples, had néver defired or expeted theit:
fuccefs ;. and was the firft'that felt terror from the
profperous iffue of thofe projefts which he himfelf
had concerted. By hisintrigues a league was formed
among feveral potentates to oppofe the progrefs of
Charles’s conquefls; and fecure their own independ«
ency. This leagne was compofed of Ludovico- hitas

Jelf; the pope, Maximilian king of the Romians,
‘Ferdinand of Spain, and the republic of Venice.

* Henry too entered into the' confederacy ; but was

NS - not
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not put to any expence or trouble in confequence
of his engagements. The king of France, terri
fied by fo powerful a combination, retited {rom
Naples with the greater part of his army, and re.
turned to France. The forces which he leftin his
pew conqueft were, partly by the revolt of the in-
habitants, partly by the invafion of the Spaniards,
foon after fubdued; and the whole kingdom of
Naples fuddenly returned to its allegiance under
Ferdinand, fon to Alphonfo, who had been fud-
denly expelled by the irruption of the French. Fer-
dinand died foon after ; and left his uncle Frederic
in full poffeffion of the throne,

Vou. III, B b
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CHAP. XXV

Porkin retives to Scotland——Infurretion in ithe
Wefp——Buattle of Blackheath——Truce with
Scotland-—— Perkin taken prifiner——Perkin ex-
ecuted——T he earl of Warwic executed—— Mar.
riage of prince Arthur with Catberine of Arragon
His death Marviage of the princefs Margaret

. with the king of Scotland—— Oppreffions of the
people—— A parliament——— Arrival of the king
of Caftile—— Intrigues of the earl of Suffolk——e

" Sicknefs of the king— His death—and charaéter

e His lazics,

FTER Perkin was repulfed from' the coaft

of Kent, he retired into Flanders ; but as he
found it impoffible to procure fubfiftence for him-
felf and his followers while he remained in tran-
quillity, he foon after made an attempt upon Ire-
land, which had always appeared forward to join
every invader of Henry's authority. But Poynings
had now put the affairs of that ifland into fo good a
pofture, that Perkin met with little fuccefs ; and
being tired of the favage life which he was obliged to
lead while fkulking among the wild Irifh, he bent
his courfe towards Scotland, and prefented himfelf
to James IV. who then governed that kingdom.
He had been previoufly recommended to this prince
by the king of France, who was difgufted at Henry
for entering into the general league againft him;
and this recommendation was even feconded by
Maximiliah, who, thoigh one of the confederates,
was allo difpleafed with the king on account hqf
A ', his

'



HENRY VI

his prohibiting in England all commerce with the
Low Countries. The countenance given to Perkin
'by thefle princes procured him a favourable recep-
tion with the king of Scotland, who affured him,
that whatever he were, he never thould repent put-
ting himfelf in his hands f: The infinuating addrefs
and plaufible behaviour of the youth himfelf feem
to have gained him credit and authority. James,
whom years had not yet taught diftruft or caution,
was feduced to believe the ftory of Perkin’s birth
and adventures; and he carried his confidence fo
far as to give him in marriage the lady Catherine
Gordon, daughter of the carl of Huntlcy, and re-
lated to himfelf; a young lady too, eminent for
virtue as well as beauty.
TrERrE fubfilfted at that time a great jealoufy be-
tween the courts of England and Scotland; and
- James was probably the more forward on that ac-
count to adopt any fiftion which he thought might
‘reduce his enemy to diftrefs or difficulty. Iz fud-
denly refolved to make an inroad into England,
attended by fome of the borderers; and hecarried
Perkin along with him, in hopes that the appear-
ance of the pretended prince might raife an infur-
reftion in the northern counties. Perkin himfelf
difperfed a manifefto, in whigh he fet forth his own
flory, and craved the affiftance of all his fubjects n,
expelling the ufurper, whofe tyranny and mal-ad-
miniftration, whole depreffion of the nobility by the
elevation of mean perfons, whofe oppreflion of the
people by multiplied impofitions and vexations,
had juftly, he faid, rendered him odious to all men.
But Perkin’s pretenfions, artended with repeated
difappointments, were now become {tale in the eyes
even of the populace; and the hoftile dilpofitions
which. fubfifted between the kingdoms rendered-a
prince, fapported by the Scots, but an unwelcome

£ Bacon, p. 615. . Polyd. Virg. p. 596, 597
Bb2 ~ prefent
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crav prelent to the Englilh nation. The ravagesallo
g COmmitted by the borderers, accultomed to licence

1496,

1,97

and diforder, ftruck a terror into all men; and

- made the people prepare rather for repelling the

invaders than for joining them. Perkin, that he
might fupport his pretenfions to royal birth, feigned
great compaflion for the mifery of his plundered
fubjetts ; and publicly remonftrated with his ally
againft the depredations exercifed by the Scottith -
army$: Buot James told him, that he doubted his
concern was employed only in behalf of an enemy,
and that he was anxious to preferve what never
thould belong to him. That prince now began to
perceive that his attempt would be fruitlefs ;' and
hearing of an army which was on its march to at-
tack him, he thought proper to retreat into hisown
country.

Tue king difcovered little anxiety to procure

. either reparation or vengeance for this infult com-

mitted on him by the Scottith nation: His chief
concern was to draw advantage from it, by the. pre-.
tence which it might afford him to levy impofitions
on his own fubjeéls, " He fummoned a parliament,
to whom he ‘made bitter complaints aginft the
irruption of the Scotg, the ablurd impofture coun-
tenanced by that nation, the cruel devaftations
coinmitted in the northern counties, and the mul-
tiplied infults thus offered both to the king and
kingdom of England. The parliament made the
expefted return to this difcourfe, by granting a
{ubfidy to the amount of 120,000 pounds, together
with two fifteenths, Afier making this grant, they
were difmiffed. .
" Tz vote of parliament for impofing the tax was
without much difficulty procured by the authority
of Henry ; but he found it not {o eafy to levy the
money upon his fubjeCts. The people, who were
- % Polydire Virg. p. 508.
. , _acquainted
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acquainted with the immentfe treafures which he had
amafled, could ill brook the new impofitions raifad
on every flight occafion ; and it is probable rhat the
flaw, which was univerfally known to be in his
title, made his reign the more fubjeé to infurrce-
tions and rebellions. When the fubfidy began to
be levied in Cornwal, the inhabitants, numerous
and poor, robuft and courageows, murmured againft
a tax occafioned by a fudden inroad of the Scots,
from which they eftcemed themfelves entirely fe-
cure, and which bad ufually been repelled by the
force of the northern:counties. Their ill-humour
was {urther excited by one Michael Jofeph, a far-
rier of Bodmin, a notable prating fellow, who, by
thrufting himfell forward on every occafion, and
being loudeft in everv complaint againft the govern-
ment, had acquired an authority among thofe rude
people. Thomas Flammoc, too, a lawyer, who
had become the oracle of the neighbourhood, en-
couraged the fedition, by informing them that the
tax, though impofed by parliament, was entirely
illegal ; that the northern nobility were bound by
their tenures to defend the nation againft the Scots
and that if thefe new impofitions were tamely fub-
mitted to, the avarice of Henry and of his minifters
would foon render the burthen intolerable to the
nation. The Cornifh, he faid, muft deliver to the
king a petition, fecénded by fuch a force as would
give it authority ; and, in order to procure the con-
currence of the reft of the kingdom, care muft be
taken, by their orderly deportment, to fhew that
they had nothing in view but the public good, and
the redrefs of all thole grievances under which the
people had fo long laboured.

Excouracep by thefe fpecches, the multitude
flocked togerher, and armed themfelves with axes,
bills, bows, and fuch wecapons as country people
are ufually poflefled of. Flammoc and Jofeph were
chofen their leaders, They foon conduéted the

Bbgs * Cornith
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Cornith through the county of Devon, and reached
that of Somerfet. At Taunton the rebels killed, in
their {ury, an officious and eager commiflioner of
the fubfidy, whom they called the provoft of Perin,
When they reached Wells they were joined by lord
Audley, a nobleman of an ancient family, popular
in his deportment, but vain, ambiticus, and reftlefs
in his tempér.  He had from the beginning main.
tained a fecret correfpondence with the firft movers
of theinfurreftion ; and was now joyfully received
by them as their leader. Proud of the countenance
given them by fo confiderable a nobleman, they’
continued their march; breathing deftruétion to the
king’s minifters and favourites, particularly to Mor-
ton, now a cardinal, and fir Reginald Bray, who
were deemed the moft a&ive inflruments in all his
oppreflions. Notwithftanding their rage againft the
adminiftration, they carefully followed the dire@tions
given them by their leaders ; and as they met with
no refiftance, they committed, during their march,
no violence or diforder. ‘
THE rebels bad been told by Flammoc, that the
inhabitants of Kent, as they had ever, during all
ages, remained unfubdued, and had even maintained
their independence during the Norman conqueft,
would furely embrace their party, and declare them-
felves for a caufe which was no other than that of
. public good and general liberty. But the Kentifh
people had very lately diftinguithed themfelves by
repelling Perkin’s invafion ; and as they had received
from the king many gracious acknowledgments for
this fervice, their afleCtions were, by that means,
much couciliated to his government, 1t wis eafy,
therefore, for the earl of Kent, lord Abergavenny,
and lord Cobham, who pofleffed great authority in
thofe parts, to.rerain the people in obedience; and
the Cornith rebels, though they pitched their camp
near Fltham, at the very gates of London, and in-
vired all the people to join them, got reinforcement
AR from.
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from no quater. ‘'Uhere wanted not dilcontents ¢ 1 A P

every where, but no one would take part in fo rath
and ill-concerted an enterprife; and befides, the
fituation in which the king’s affairs then ftood, dif-
couraged even the boldeft and moft daring,

Henry, in order to oppofe the Scots, had al-
ready levied an army, which he put under the com-
mand of lord Daubeney the chamberlain ; and as foon
as he heard of the Cornifh infurreftion, he ordered it
to march fouthwards, and {fupprefs the rebels. Not
to leave the northern frontier defencelefs, he dif-
patched thither the earl of Surrey, who affembled
the forces on the borders, and made head againft
the enemy. Henry found here the concurrence of
the three moft fatal incidents that can befal a mo-
narchy ; aforcign enemy, a domeftic rebellion, and
apretender to his crown; but he enjoyed great re-
fources in his army and treafurc ; and ftill more, in
the intrepidity and courage of his own temper. Ile
did not, however, immediately give full feope to
his military fpirit.  On other occafions, he had al-
ways haflened to a decifion ; and it was a ufual fay-
ing with him, that he defired but to fee bis rebels :
But as the Cornith mutineers behaved in an in.
offenfive manner, and committed no fpoil on the
country ; as they reccived no acceflion of force on
their march or in their encampment; and as fuch
hafty and popular tumults mightbe expeed to di-
mintth every moment by delay 1 he took poft in
London, and affiduoufly picparcd the means of en-
luring viCtory.

Aprie all his forces were collefied, he divideld
them into three bodies, and marched out to affuil
the enemy. The firft body commanded by the
earl of Oxford, and under him by the carls of Effex
and Suffolk, were appointed to place themfelve, be-
Lind the hill on which the rebels were cncampead:
"The fecond and mofl confiderable, Henry put
under tic command of lord Daubeney, and ordered

Bby ®  him
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him to attack the enemy in front, and bring on the
altion. The third he kept as a body of referve
about his own perfon, and took poft in St. George’s
fields ; where he fecured the city, and could eaﬁly',
as occafion ferved, either reftore the fight or finifh
the vi®ory. To put the enemy off their guard, he
had [pread a report that he was not to attack them
till fome days after; and the better to confirm them
in this opinion, He began not the action till near
the evening. Daubeney beat a detachment of the
rebels from Deptford bridge ; and before the main
body could be-in order to receive him, he had
gained the afcent of the hill, and placed himfelf in
array before them, They were formidable from,
their numbers, being fixteen thoufand firong, and
were not defetive in valour ; but being tumultuary
troops, ill armed, and not provided with cavalry or
artillery, they were but an unequal match for the
king’s forces. Daubeney began the attack with
courage, and even with a contempt for the enemy,
which had almoft proved fatal to him. He ruthed
into the midft of them, and was taken prifoner ; but
foon:after was releafed by his own troops. After
fome refiftance, the rebels were broken, and put ta
flight*, Lord Audley, Flammoc, and Jofeph, their
leaders, were taken, and all three executed. The
latter {feemed even to exult in his end, and boafted
with a prepofterous ambition, that he fhould make
a figure'in hiftory. The rebels, being furrounded
on every fide by the king’s troops, were almot al}
made prifoners, and immediately “difmiffed without

farther punifhment : Whether that Henry was fatifs

fied with the vi®ims who had fallen in the field,
and who amounted to near two thoufand, or thag
he pitied the ignorance and fimplicity of the mul;
titude, or favonred them on account of their ina
offenfive behaviour, or was pleafed that they had

. * Polydore Virg. p. 601, oo
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never, during thejr infurreftion, difputed his ttle, ¢ H a . |

and had fhewn no attachment to the houfe of York, ._’f,}f;i__,
the higheft erime, of which, in his eyes, they conld a9,

have been guilty. .

'TrE Scottith king was not idle during thefe com.
motions in England. He leyied a confiderable
army, and fat down before the caftle of Norham in
Northumberland ; but found that place, by the pre-
caution of Fox bifhop of Durham, fo well provided
both with men and ammunition, that he made
little or no progrefs in the fiege. Hearing that the
earl of Surrey had colleCted fome forces, and was
advancing upon him, he retreated into his own conn-
try, and left the frontiers expofed to the inroads of
the Englifh general, who befieged and took Aiton, a
fmall caftle lying a few miles beyond Berwic. Thele
unfuccefsful or frivolous attempts on both fides
prognofticated a fpeedy end to the war ; and Henry,
notwithftanding his fuperior force, was no lefs de-
firous than James of terminating the differences be-
tween the nations, Not to depatt, however, from
his dignity, by making the firft advances, he em-
ployed in this friendly office Peter Hialas, 2 man of
addrefs and learning, who had come to him as am-
baffador from Ferdinand and Ifabella, and who was
charged with a commiffion of negociating. the mar-
riage of the infanta, Catherine their daughter,. with
Arthur prince of Wales®.

Hraras took a journey northwards, and offered
his mediation beiween James and.Henry, -as mi-

"nifter of a prince who was in alljance with both
potentates.. Commiflioners were foon appointed to,
meet, and confer on terms of accommodation. The
firft demand of the Englith was, that Perkin thould
be, put into, their hands: James replied, that he
himfelf was no judge of the young man’s preten-
fions, but having received him as a fupplicant, and

,Polydorc Virgil, p. 603. .
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promifed him' prote@ion, he was determined not *
to betray a man who had trufted to his good faith
and his generofity. The next demand of tlie Eng-
lifh met' with no better reception: They required
reparation for the ravages committed by the late
inroads into England: The Scottith commiffioners -
replied, that the fpoils were like water {pilt upon
the ground, which could never be rccovered, and
that Henry’s fubjells were better able to bear the
lofs, than their mafter to repair it. Henry’s com-
miflioners next propofed, that the two kings fhould
have an interview at Newcaftle, in order to adjuft
all differences; but James faid, that he meant to
treat of a peace, not to go a begging for it. Leflt
the ‘conferences fhould break oft altogether with-
out effe®, 2 truce was concluded for fome months;
and James, perceiving that, while Perkin remained
in Scotland, he himfelf never fhould enjoy a folid
peace with Henry, privately defired him to depart
the kingdom, .

Accrss was now barred Perkin into the Low"
Countries, his ufual retreat in ail his difappoint-
ments. The Flemith merchants, who feverely felt
the lofs refulting from the interruption of commerce
with England, had made fuch intereft in the arch-
duke’s council, that commiffioners were fent to Lon-
don in order to treat of an accommodation. The-
Flemith court agreed, that all Englifh rebels fhould

~be excluded the Low Countries ; and in this prohi.
bition the demeines of the dutchels-dowager were
exprefsly comprehended. 'When this principal ar-.
ticle was agreed to, all the other terms were eafily’
adjufted. . A treaty of commerce was finifhed, which
was favourable to the Flemings, and to which they
long gave the appellation of Intercurfuus magnus, the
great treaty. -And when the Englith merchants re-

~ turned-to their ufual abode at Antwerp, they were

. Beivi.

" publicly received, as in proceflion, with joy and

. 8- . Prrrimn
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" PerxIN was a Fleming by defcent, though born ¢ # a ».

in England; and it might therefore be doubted,  _*X'%
whether he were included in the treaty between the 14

two nations : But as he muft difmifs all his Englith
retainers, if he took fhelter in the Low Countries,
and as he was fure of a cold reception, if nor bad
ufage, among people who were determined to keep
on terms of friendthip with the court of England ;
he thought fit rather to hide himfelf, during fome
time, in the wilds and faftnefles of Ireland, Im.
patient, however, of a retreat, which was both dif-
agreeable and dangerous, he held confultations with
his followers, Herne; Skelton, ard Aflley, three
broken tradefmen : ‘By their advice, he relolved to
try the affeCtions of -the Cornilh, - whofe mutinous
difpofition, notwithftanding the king’s lenity, fill
fubfifted, after the fuppreflion of their rebellion.

No fooner did he appear at Bodmin in Cornwal, -

than the populace to the number of three thou-
fand, flocked to his ftandard ; and Perkin elated
with this appearance of fuccefs, took on him, for
thie firft time, the appellation of Richard IV. King
of England, Not to fuffer the expetations of his
followers to languifh, he prefented himfelf. before
Exeter; and, by many fair promifes, invited that city
to join him. Iinding that the inhabitants fhut their
gates againlt him, he laid fiege to the place; but
being. unprovided with artillery, ammunition, and
every thing requifite for the attempt, -he made no
progrefs in his undertaking, Meflengers were fent
1o the king, informing him of this infurretion: The
citizens of Exzeter, meanwhile, were determined to
hold out to the lalt extremiry, in expeétation of re-
ceiving fugcour from the well-known vigilance of
that monarch. - e

Waen Henry was informed that Perkin was

landed in England, he exprefled great joy, and pre~

pared himfelf with alacrity to attack him, in hopes
of being able, at length to put a period to preten-
' ' ' ~  fions
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€ B A P. fions which had fo long given him vexation and
‘j’fﬂ; inquietude. All the courtiers, fenfible that their ac.

1497,

tivity on this occafion woul? be the moft accept.
able fervice which they could render the king, dif~
played their zeal for the enterprize, and forwarded
his preparations. The lords Daubeney and Broke,
with fir Rice ap Thomas, haftened forward with g
‘fmall body of troops to the relief of Exeter. The
earl of Devonfhire, and the moft confiderable gen.
tlemen in the county of that name, took arms of
their own accord, and marchéd to join the king’s
generals, The duke of Buckingham put himfelf
at the head of a trdop, confifting of young nobi.
lity and gentry, who ferved as volunteers, and who
longed for an opportunity of difplaying their cou.
rage and their loyalty. The king himfelf prepared
to follow with a confiderable army; and thus all
England feemed united againtt a pretender who kad
at firft engaged their attention, and divided their af-
fections.

Perxiwn, informed of thele great preparations,
immediately raifed the fiege of Exeter, and retired
to Taunton. Though his followers now amounted
to the number of near feven thoufand, and feemed
ftill refolute to maintain his caufe, he himfelf de-
fpaired of fuccefs, and fecretly withdrew to the fanc.
tuary of Beaulieu in the new forelt. The Cornith
rebels fubmitted to the king’s mercy, and found
that it was not yet exhanfled in their behalf. Ex.
cept a few perfons of defperate fortunes who were
.executed, and fome others. who were feverely fined,
all the reft were dilmiffed with impunity. Lady
Cathetine Gordon, wife to Perkin, fell' into the
hands of the vitor, and was treated with a gene-
vofity which does him honour. He foothed her
mind with many marks of regard, placed her in
a reptable ‘ftation abowt the queen, and affigned

- her a penfion, which the enjoyed even tnder his
- fugceflor. ' '

- 2 Henny
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Henry deliberated what courle to take with
Perkin himfelf. Some counfelled him to make the
privileges of the church yield to reafons of ftate,
to take him by violence from the fan&uary, to in-
fliek on him the punifhment due to his temerity,
and thus at once put an end to an impofture which
had long difturbed the government, and which the
credulity of the people, and the artifices of mal-
contents, were flill capable of reviving. But the
king deemed not the matter of fuch importance as
to merit fo violent 2 remedy. He employed fome
perfons to deal with Perkin, and perfuade him, un.
der promife of pardon, to deliver himfelf into the
king’s hands'. The king condu&ed him, in a fpe-
cies of mock triumph, to London. As Perkin
pafled along the road, and through the ftreets of
the city, men of all ranks flocked about him, and
the populace treated with the higheft derifion his
fallen fortunes. ‘They feemed defirous of revenging
themfelves, by their infults, for the fhame which
their {former belief of his impoftures had thrown
upon them. Though the eyes of the nation were
generally opened with regard to Perkin’s real pa-
rentage, Henry required of him a confeffion of his
life and adventures; and he ordered the account of
the whole to be difperfed, foon after, for the fatif-
fa&ion of the public. But as his regard to decency
made him entirely fupprefs the fhare which the
dutchefs of Burgundy had had in contriving and
conduéting the impofture, the people, who knew
that the had been the chief inftrument in the whole
affair, were inclined, on account of the filence ot
that head, to pay the lefs credit to the authenticity
of the narrative,

But Ferkin, though his life was granted him,
was ftill detained in cuftody ; and keepers were ap-

4

1 Polydore Virgil, p. 606.
pointed
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cu a v pointed to guard bim. Impatient of confinement
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he broke from his keepers, and flying to the fanc.
tuary of Shyne, put himflf into the hands of the
prior of that monaftery. The prior had obtained
great credit by his charaler of fan&ity ; and he
prevailed on the king again to grant a pardon to
Perkin. But in order to reduce him to {till greater
contempt, he was fet in the ftocks at Weltminfter
and Cheapfide, and obliged in both places to read
aloud to the people the confeflion which had for.
merly been publithed in his name. He was then
confined to the Tower, where his habits of réftlefs
intrigue and enterprife followed him. He infinu-
ated himfelf into the intimacy of four fervants of
fir John Digby, lieutenant of the Tower ; and, by
their means, opened a correlpondence with ‘the
ear] of Warwic, who was confined in the faitie pri-
fon. This unfortunate prince, who had, from his
earlieft youth, been fhut up from the commerce of
men, and who was ignorant even of the moft com-,
mon affairs of life, had fallen into a fimplicity,
which made him fufceptible of any impreflion. The
continued drcad allo of the more violent effeéls
of Henry's tyranny, joined to the natural love
of liberty, engaged him to embrace a projed for
his efcape, by the murder of the lieutenant ; and
Perkin offered to condu&t the whole enterprife,
The confpiracy efcaped not the king’s vigilance; It
_was cven very generally believed that the fcheme
had been laid by himfelf, in order to draw War-
wic and Perkin into the fnare: But the fubflequent
execution of two of Digby’s fervants for the con~
trivance feems to clear the king of that imputation,
which was indeed founded more on the general idea
entertained of his charader than on ary pofitive .

evidence. C L . L

Prerriv, by this new attempr, after fo many
enornities, had renderedl himfelf totally un.worth};_
L o - - o
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of mercy ; and he was accordingly arraigned, con- c 1 a .
demned, and {oon after hanged at Tyburn, perfift. *XVI
ing ftill in the confeflion of his impofture ™, It hap- 149

» pened about that very time, "that one Wilford, a Perkin |
cordwainer’s fon, encouraged by the furprifing cre- =
dit given to other impoftures, had undertaken to
perfonate the earl of Warwic; and a prieft had
even ventured from the, pulpit to recommend his
caufe to the people, who feemed flill to retain a pro-
penfity to adopt it. This incident ferved Henry as
a-pretence for his feverity towards that prince. He
was brought to trial, and accufed not of contriv-
ing his efcape (for as he was committed for no
crime, the defire of liberty muft bave been regard-
ed as natural and innocent), but of forming defigns
to difturb the government, and raife an infurre&ion
among the people. Warwic confefled the indi€t- The ean
_ment, was condemned, and the fentence was exe- gfi:‘:t.
cuted upon him. _ cuted,

Tris violent a& of tyranny, the great blemifh *¢ Nev-
of Henry’s reign, by which he deftroyed the laft
remaining male of the line of Plantagenet, begat
great difcontent among the people, who faw an
wnhappy prince, that had long been denied all the
privileges of his high birth, even been cut off from
the common benefits of nature, now at laft de-
prived of life itlelf, merely for attempting to fhake
off that oppreffion under which he laboured. In
vain did Henry endeavour to alleviate the odium
of this guilt, by fharing it with his ally Ferdinand
_of Arragon, who, he faid, had fcrupled to give his
daughter Catherine in marriage to- Arthur, while
any male defcendant of the houfe of York reained.
Men, on the contrary, felt higher indignation at
.. feeing a young prince facrificed, not to law and
juttice, but to the jealous pelitics of two fubtle and

 érafty tyrants, L

'-—ﬁ‘,-qnll

"

1 See.note [M] at the end of the volume,
. Bur
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Bur though thefe difcontents feftered in the
minds,of men, they were fo checked by Henry’s
watchful policy and fteady feverity, that they
feemed not to weaken his government ; and foreign
princes, deeming his throne now entirely fecure,
paid him rather the greater deference and attention,
The atchduke Philip, in particular, defired an in.
terview with him; and-Henry, who had pafied
over to Calais, agreed to meet him in St. Petet's
church near that city. The archduke, on his ap-
proaching the king, made hafte to alight, and

" offered to hold Henry’s flirrup ; a mark of conde.

1500

fcenfion which that prince would not admit of. He
called the king father, patron, protedior; and, by
his whole behaviour, exprefled a ftrong defire of
conciliating the friendfhip of England. The duke
of Otleans had fucceeded to the crown of France
by the appellation of Lewis X1 and having cas-
vied his arms into Iraly, and fubdued the dutchy
of Milan, his progrefs begat jealoufy in Maximi.
lan, Philip’s father, as well as in Ferdinand, his
father-in-law. By the counfel, therefore, of thefe
monarchs, the young prince endeavoured by evéry
art to acquire the amity of Henry, whom they te.
garded as thie chief counterpoife to the greatnefs of
France. No particular plan, howevet, of alliance
feems to have been concerted between thefe two
princes in theit interview : All paflfed in' general
profeffions of affetion and regard 5 at leaft, iff re-
mote projedts of a clofet union, by the future in-
termatriages of their children, who were thetiiia

ftate of infancy.

TuE pope too, Alexander VI. negle&ed not the

. friendthip of a2 monarch whofe repatation was{presd

over Eyrope. He fent a nuntio into England, who
exhigrted the king to take part in the grear allianée

.. .projefted for the recovery of the Holy Land, and
<" to. lead in perfon his forces againft the infidels.
The general frenzy for crufades was riow entirely

exhaufted
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exhaufted in Europe ; but it was ftill thought a ne-
ceffary piece of decency to pretend zeal for thofe
pious enterprifes. Henry rcgretted to the nunto
the diftance of his fituation, which rendered it in-
convenient for him to expole kis perfon in defence
of the Chriftian caufe. He promiled, however, his
utmofl affiftance by aids and contributions ; and ra-
ther than the pope thould go alone to the holy wars,
unaccompanied by any monarch, he even promifed
to overlook all other confiderations, and to attend
him in perfon. He only required as a neceffary
condition, that all differences fhould previoufly be
adjufted among Chriftian princes, and that fome
fea-port towns in Italy fhould be configned to him
for his retreat and fecurity. It was eafy to conclude,
that Henry had determined not to intermeddle in any
war againft the Turk,: But as a great name, with-
out any real affiftance, is fometimes of fervice, the
knights of Rhodes, who were at that time efteemed
thebulwark of Chriftendom, chofethe king protector
of their order.

BuT the prince whofe alliance Henry valued the
moft, was Ferdinand of Arragon, whole vigorous
and {teady policy, always attended with fuccels, had
rendered him in many refpeéts the moft confiderable
monarch in Europe. There was alfo a remarkable
fimilarity of charafter between thefe two princes:
Both were full of craft, intrigue, and defign; and
though a refemblance of this nature be a flender
foundation for confidence and amity, where the in-
terefts of the Parties in the leaft interfere ; fuch was
the fituation of Henry and Ferdinand, that no jca-
loufy ever on any occafion arofe between them. The
king had now the fatisfattion of complering 2 mar-
riage, which had been proje@ted and negotiated
during the courfe of feven years, between Arthur
prince of Wales, and the Igtanta Catherine, fourth
daughter-of Ferdinand and Ifabella ; he near fixteen

oL IIL Ce years
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years of age, fhe eighteen. But this marriage proved
in the iffue unprofperous.  ‘Lhe young prince a few
months after fickened and died, much regretted.by
the nation. Ienry, defirous to continue his alliance
with Spain, and alfo unwilling to reftore Catherine’s
dowry, which was two hundred thoufand ducats,
obliged his fecond fon Henry, whom he created
prince of Wales, to be contraéted to the Infanta,
The prince made all the oppofition of which a youth
of twelve years of age was capable ; but as the king
perfilted in his refolution, the efpoufals were at
length, by means of the pope’s difpenfation; con.
wracted between the parties: An event which was
afrerwards attended with the moft important con-
fequences, . .
Try fame year another marriage was, celebrated,
which was allo in the next age produétive of great
events : 'The marriage of Margaret, the king’s elder
daughter, with James king of Scotland. This al-
liance had been negotiated during three yeass,
though interrupted by feveral broils; and Henry
hoped, from the completion of it, to remeve ail
fource of difcord with that neighbouring kingdom,
by whofe animofity England had {6 often been in-
fefted, When this marriage was deliberated on in
the Englith council, . fome objected that England
might, by means of that alliance, fall under the
dominion of Scotland. < No,” replied. Henry,
« Seotland in thet tvent wilk only become ap we-
“ ceffion to England.” Amid thefe profperops
incidents the king met with a domefic calamity
which made not {uch impreflion on him 4s. it
meyited : His queen died in child-bed ; and .the
infant did not long furvive her. This princefs was.
defervedly a favourite of the nation ; and the general
affe@tion for her increafed, on account of the harfh
treatment which it was thought the met.with from-

her confort, . | 7, o

“Tre
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Trz fituation of the king®s affairs, both at home CH A P,
and abroad, was now in every refpet very fortunate. X v,

All the efforts of the European princes, both in war
and negotiation, were turned to the fide of Italy;
and the various events which there arofe made
Henry’s alliance be courted by every party, yet in-
terefted him fo little as never to touch him with con.
cern or anxiety. His clofe conneftions with Spain
and Scotland enfured his tranquillity ; and his con~
tinued fucceffes over domeftic enemies, owing to the
prudence and vigour of his condu, had reduced the

T50%.

people to entire fubmiffion and obedience. Uncon~ oppres-
trolled, therefore, by apprehenfion or oppofition of fions of

any kind, he gave full {cope to his natural propen-
fity; and avarice, which had ever been his ruling
paffion, being increafed by age and encouraged by
abfolute authority, broke all reftraints of thame or
juftice. He had found two minifters, Empfon and
Dudley, petfeftly qualified to fecond his rapacious
and tyrannical inclinations, and to prey upon his
defencelefs people. Thele inftruments of oppreflion
were both lawyers ; the firlt of mean birth, of brutal
marners, of an unrelenting temper ;. the fecond bet-
ter born, better educated, and better bred, but
equally unjuft, fevere, and inflexible. By their
knowledge in law thefe men were qualified fo per-
vért the forms of juftice to the oppreflion of the in-
nocent; and the formidable authority of the king
fupported them in all their iniquities. b
I't was their ufual praftice at firft to obferve fo
far the appearance of law as to give indiftments to
thefe whom they intended to opprefs : Upon which
the petfons were committed to prifon, but never
brought to trial; and were at length obliged, in
order to recover their liberty, to pay heavy fines
and ranfoms, which were called mitigations and
compofitions. By degrees the very appearance of
law was® neglefted : The two minifters fent forth
their precepts to attach men, and fummon them
Cca ™ before

the peoplea
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¢ H A P. before themfelves and fome athers, at their private
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houfes, in a court of commiffion, where, in a fom-
mary manner, without trial or jury, arbitrary de-
crees were iflued, both in pleas of the crown, and
controverfies between private partics. Juries them.
felves, when fummoned, proved but finall fecurity
tothe fubjeét ; beingbrow-beaten by thefe opp:eflors;
nay fined, imprifoned, and punithed, if they gave
fentence againft the inclination of the minifters,
The whole fyftem of the feudal law, which fill pre-
vailed, was turned into a fcheme of oppreffron,
Even the king’s wards, after they came of age, were
not fuffered to enter into poilcflion of their lands
without paying exorbitant fines. Men were alfo ha-
raffed with informations of intrufion upon fearce co-
lourable titles. 'When an outlawry in a perfonal
aftion was iffued againft any man, he was not allowed
to purchafe his charter of pardon, except on the pay-
ment of a great fum; and if he refufed the compo-
fition required of him, the ftrict law, which in fuch
cafes allows forfeiture of goods, was rigoroufly in-
fited on. Nay, without any colour of law, the
half of men’s lands and rents were feized during two
years, as a penalty in cale of outlawry, But the
chief means of oppreflion employed by thefe mini-
fters were the penal flawtes, which, without con-
fideration of rank, quality, or fervices, were rigidly
put in execution againft all men : Spies, informers,

~and inquifitors, were rewarded and encouraged in

every quarter of the kingdom : And no difference
was made whether the {tatute were beneficial or
fhurtful, 1ecent, or obfolete, poffible or impofiible to
beexecuted. The fole end of the king and his mi-
nilters was to amals money, and bring every one un-
der the lafh of their authority ".

" Pacon, p. 62g. 630, Hilingihed, p. 504, Polyd. Virg.
. 613. .

. "Tugroven
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TrroucH the prevalence of fuch an arbitrary and
iniquitous adminiftration, the Englifh, it may fafely
be affirmed, were confiderable lofers by their ancient
privileges, which fecured them from all raxations,
except fuch as were impofed by their own'confent in
parliament. Had the king been empowered to levy
general taxes at pleafure, he would naturally have
abftained from thefe oppreffive .expedients, which
deftroyed all fecurity in private property, and ‘begat
an univetfal diffidence throughout the nation. In
vain did the people look for proteétion from the par:
liament, which was pretty frequently fummoned
during this reign. ' That aflembly was fo overawed,
that at this very time, during the greateft rage of
Henry’s oppreflions, the commons chofe "Dudley
their fpeaker, the very man who was the chief in-
ftrument of his iniquities. And though the king was
known to be immenlely opulent, and had no pre-
tence of wars or éxpenfive enterprifes of any kind,
they granted him the fubfidy which he demanded.
But {o infatiable was his avarice, that next year he
levied'a new benevolence, and renewed that arbi-
trary ‘and oppreflive: method of taxation. - By all
thefearts of accumulation, joined:to a rigid fru.
gality -in his expence, he fo filled his coffers, that
he is faid to have pofiefled in ready money the fum.
of 1,800,000 pounds : A treafure almoftincredible,
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if we confider the fcarcity of money in thofe times®,

* Burt 'while Heary was enriching himfelf by the
fpoils of hisopprefled people, there happened an event
abroad which engaged his attention, and was even

® Silver was, durinlfl: this veign, at 37 fhillings and fixpence a
-pound, which-makes Henry’s treafure near three millions of our
prefent money.  Befides, many commodities have become above

thrice a8 dear by the inoreafe of gold and filver in Euvope. And.

what is a citcunmittance of #ill greater weight, all other [tates wefe "

Eheu very poot in comparifon of that they are at prefent. Thefe
circun’x_i\:ancgs make Henry’s treafure appear véry great§ and may
Aead ns to conceive the oppreflions of his governnent,

. Ccs the
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the objet of his anxiety and concerh. Ifabella,
ueen of Caftile, died about this time; and it was
orefeen, that by this incident the fortunes of Ferdi.
nand her hufband would be much affeCted. The
king was not only attentive to the fate of his ally,
and watchful left the general fyftem of Europe
fhould be affefted by fo important an event: He
alo confidered the fimilarity of his own fituation
with that of Ferdinand, and regarded the iflue of
thefe tranfaftions as a precedent for himfelf. Joan,
the daughter of Ferdinand by Ifabella, was married
to the archduke Philip, and being in right of her
mother heir of Caftile, feemed entitled to difpute
with Ferdinand the prelent pofleflion of that king-
dom., Henry knew, that notwithftanding his own
pretenfions by the houfe of Lancalter, the greater
part of the nation was convinced of the fuperiority of
his wife’s title; and be dreaded left the prince of
‘Wales, who was daily advancing towards manhoeod,
might be tempted by ambition to lay immediate
claim to the crown, By his perpetual attention tn
deprely the partifans of the York family; he bad
more clofely .united them into one party, -and in.
creafed their defire of thaking off that yoke under
which they had fo long laboured, and of taking svery
advantage which- his oppreffive government.fhould
give his enemies againft him. - And.as he poflefled,
1o jndependent force like Ferdinand, and governed

“a kingdom more turbulent and unruly,- which he

himfelf by his narrow politics had confirmed, in. fac-
tiowd préjudices 3 he apprehended that his fituatign.
woitld prove in the iffue flill more precarious. -

- Noruie at firft coyld turn out more:.contraryto-
the king’s:'wifhes than the tranfaélions;in -Spaia. °
Ferdinand, as well as Henry, had become ety un<

.ipopular, arid froin - like canfe, his former exations,
" and impofitrons j:and the fates of Caftile difcovered:
-+ an evidentiefolution-of prefesting the title of Rhilip. -



HENRY VIL

and Joan. In order to take advantage of thefe fa-
vourable difpofitions, the archduke, now king of
Calftile, attended by his confort, embarked for Spain
during the winter feafon ; but meeting with a vio.
lent tetpeft in the channel, was obliged to take
fhelter in the harbour of Weymouth. Sir John
Trenchard, a gentleman of authority in the county
of Dorfet, hearing of a fleet upon the coaft, had
affembled fome forces, and bejng joined by fir
John Cary, who was alfo at the head of an armed
body, he came to that town.  Finding that Philip,
in order to relieve his ficknels and -fatigue, was al-
ready come ‘athore, he invited him.to his houfe;
and immediately difpatched 2 meflenger to inform
the court of this important incident. Theking fent
in all hafte the earl of Arundel to compliment Philip
on his arrival in England, and to inform him that he
intended to pay him a vifit in perfon, and to give
hinr a fuitable reception in. his dominions.  Philip
knew that he could not now depart without the
king’s confent ; and therefore, for the fake of dil-
‘patch, he: refolved to anticipate his vifit, and ta
‘have an, interview with him at Windfor, * Henry
recetved him with alk the rivagnificence poflible, and
~with .all the feeming cordiality; but he refvlved,
notwithftanding, to draw fome advantage from this

involuntary vifit paid him hy his royal gueft,
. Epmonp de la Pole earl. .of Suffolk; nephew to
Edward. 1V. and brother to-the earl of Lincols,
flain in the batile of Stoke, had fome years before
killed 2 man in a fudden fit of paffion, and had been
obliged .to apply to the king for-a remiffion of the
«crime, Theking bad granted his requelt 5 but be.
ing-little;indulgent to all perfons conneéted with the
houfe of York, he obliged him to appear openly in
-court and.plead-his pavdon. Suflolk mare refent.
*.ing the affrent than grateful for the favour; had fled
into Flanders, and taken thelter with his aumt, the
dutchefs of Burgundy : But being promifed forgive-
- Ccy4 nefs
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€ AP nefs by the king, he returned to England, and ob-

XXvi,

oy tained a new pardon. Actuated, however, by the

1506.

natural inquietude of his temper, and uneafy from
debts which he had contraéted by his great expénce
at prince Arthur’s wedding, he again made an elope-
ment into Flanders. . The king, well .acquainted

with the general difcontent which prevailed- againft
his adminiftration, neglefted not this incident,
which might become of importance ; and he em-
ployed his ufual artifices to elude the efforts of his-
enemies. . He direéed fir Robert Curfon, governor
of the caflle of Hammes, to delert his charge,.and
to infinuate himfelf into the confidence of Suffolk,
by making him a tender of his fervices. Upon:in.
formation fecretly conveyed by Caurfon, the king
feized William Courtney, eldeft fon to the earl of
Devonthire, and married to the lady Catherine,
fifter of the queen ; William de la Pole, brother to
the earl of Suffolk.; fir. James Tirrel, and fir James"
Windham, with.fome perfons of inferior quality ;
and he committed them to cuftody. - Lord Aber.’
gavenny and fir Thomas Green were alfo appre-
hended; but.were {oon after releafed from their con.
finement,, William' de la Pole was long detained in
prifon; Courtney .was-attainted, and though not-
executed, he recovered not his liberty during the.-
king’s life, time. But Henry’s chief feverity fell

upon fir James Windham and fir James Virrel,:

- who were braught: to their trial, condemned and-

executed : The fate of the latter gave general fatif-
fafiion, - on.account of his participation in the mur. -
der of the young princes, fons of Edward IV. . Not..

withftanding thefe difcoveries and exéentions, Cur-: -
fon was-ftill able to maintain his credit with the ear! -
of Suffolk-+ Henry, -in:order. to' remove all’ fufpi-:
cion, had ordered him to be execommunicated, -to

o, gether with Spffolk him{el, for his. pretended re- *

. the fervices e/x_peﬁqd\fr,om him, he {uddenly defertéd

bellion: But ‘after that traitor had perforted all -

the
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the earl, and came over to. England, where the king cra P
received him with unufual marks of favour and'con. *XVL
fidence. Suffolk, aftonithed at this inftance of
perfidy, finding that even the dutchefs of Burgundy,
tired with fo many fruitles attempts, had become
indifferent to- his caufe, fled fecretly into France,
thence into.Germany, and returned at laft into the
Low Countries ; where he was proteGed, though
not countenanced, by Philip, then in. clofe-alliance
with the king, . -~ - - T
Henry neglefted not the prefent opportunity-of
complaining to his guefl of the reception which
Suffolk had- met with in his dominions... - ¢ I'really
‘< thought,” replied the king of Caftile, ¢ that
“ your greatnefs and felicity had fet you far above
¢ apprehenfions from any perfon of fo little confe-
‘¢ quence ;- But, to give you fatisfattion, I thall
¢¢ .banith him my {tate.” < T expe&t that you will
“ garry your complaifance farther,” faid the king 4
* 1 defiré''to have Suffolk: put:irito my hands,
. where alone .I can' depend upon his fubmiffien
¢ and obedience.”” ¢ That meafure,” faid Philip,
%, jwill refle@’ dithonour upon you as. well as myfelt.
*-You will be thought to:have treated me as a
¢ prifoner,”. "¢ Then the matteris-at an end;™ re-
plied the king, ““for I will take:that dithanour upon
% me; and fo your honour is faved*.” -The king
of Caftile found himfelf under. a'neceffity of coms
plying; -but he firft exatted Henty’s promife that he *
would fpare Suffolk’s life. ."That nobleman was in-
vited over to England by Philip; asif the king would
grant him a pardon, on the interceflion of his friend
and-ally, Upon his-appearance he was copnmtted
"to the ‘Tower ; and the king of Caflile, having fully
fatisfied Henty;as well bythis conceflionas by fignihg
a treaty of commerce between England and Caftile,
which was advantageons te the former kingdom®

1506.

", p Bacon, p.633. ' 9 Rymer, vol. xiii. p. 142
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was at laft allowed to. depart, after a ftay of three
months, He landed in Spain, was joyfully received
by the Caftilians, and put in pofleflion of the throne,
He died foon after 3 and Joan his widow falling into
desp melancholy, Ferdinand was again enabled to
reinftate himfelf in authority, and to govern till the
day of his death the whole Spanifh monarchy.
Tuz king furvived thefe tranfaltions two years ;
but nothing memorable occurs in the remaining part
of his reign, except his affiancing his fecond daugh-
ter, Mary, to the young archduke, Charles, fon of
Philip of Caftile. * He entertdined al{o fome:intens
tions of marriage for himfelf, firft with the queen.
dowager of Naples, reliét of Ferdinand ; afterwards
with :the dutchefs -dowager of Savoy, daughter of
Maximilian and fifter of Philip. But the decline
of his health put an end to all fuch thoughts;and ke
bégan to caft his éye towards.that- future exiftence;
which the iniquities-and feverities of his reign ren-
dered a very difmal profpeét to him. . To allay the
térrors under which he laboured, he endeavoured,
by diftributing alms, and founding religious houfes,
to make atonentent for-his crimes, andito purchafe,
by the-facrifice: of part of his ill.gotten treafures;’ 2
reconciliation with his.offended Maker. - Remorfe

even: feized him, atintervals, for the dabufe of his

authority by Emiplen and Dudley 3 but net (ufficient’
to make him ftop the rapacious hand &f thofe op-
preflors.  SirWilliam. Capel was again fined two
thoufand-pounds, wider fome tiivolous pretende;
and wag committed .to the Tower for daring to mur:

- muyagaindt theiniquity. . - Harrie, an:alderman of

Y.andony was inditted, and died of vexation before
hik trial ‘came to aniffue.  Sir “Laurenge Adleer,
who hai beéen inayor, and his twofhieriffs, were

, condémned: in ‘heavy fines, and <fent.to prifon:till

they -made payment.. . The king. gavé gountenatice

. to all-thefe oppreflions ; till death. by its nedrer ap-

* - proaches,
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proaches, imprefled new terrors upon him ; and he C B A .
then ordered, by a general claufe in his will, that X*V0
reftiturion thould he made to all thofe whomhe had  1500. -
injured. He died of a confumption, at his favourite Hit deah
palace of Richmond, after a reign of twenty-three **
years and eight months, and in the fifty-fecond year
of his age". e
Tre reign of Henry VII. was, in the main,. for
rungtefor bis people at home, and honourable abroad.
He put an end to the givil wars with which the nation and cha.
had lgng been harraffed, he maintained peace and f2@er
order im the ftate, he deprefled the former exorbitant
power of the nebility, and, together with the friend-.
thip of lome foreign princes, he ‘acquired the con-
fideration and regard of.all. He loved peace with.
out fearing war; though agitated with contipual
fufpicions of his fervants and minifters, he difco.
vered .no timidity, either in the condu& of his
affairs, or in. the day of battle; and' though often
fevere in his punifhments, he was commonly lefs
atuated by.revenge than by maxims of pelicy. The
fervices which he rendered the people were derived
from his views. of private advantage rather then the
motives of public {pirit ; and where he deviated from
interefted regards, it. was unknown td-himfelf, and
ever from the malignant prejudices of faction, or the
mean_projedts of avarice; not from. the fallies of
paffion, or allurements of pleafure; flill lefs from
the. benign motives of friendthip and generofity.-
His capacity was excellent, but fomewhat eontrated
by the narrownefs of his heart ; he poflefled infinya.
tion and addrefs, but.never employed thefe talents
except where fome great point of intereft was to be
gained ; agd. while he neglefted to conciliate the
affeftions of his.people, he often felt the danger. of
refting his autliority ontheir fear and reverencealone.
He was always extremely attentive to his affairs; but
pofletled not the fuculty of feeing far into futurity;
" ""Dugd. Bavonages. IL. p. 237 L
and
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and was more expert at providing a remedy for his
miftakes, than judicious in avoiding them.  Avarice
was, on the whole, his ruling paflion *; and he're-

‘mains-an inftance, almoft fingular, of a man placed
‘in’ a high ftation, and poffefled of talents for great
‘affairs, in whom that paffion predominated above

ambition. Even among private perfons, avarice
is" commonly ‘nothing but a ipecies of ambition,
and “is chiefly ihcited’ by- the profpe&t of that re-

~ gard; diftin&ion, and confideration; which attend-on

"

riches.’ R St ) v
- Tuz power of the kings of England had aliays
been fomewhit irregular or difcretionary ; but-was
fearcely evet fo abfolute during any-former reign,
at léaft after the eftablifhment of the great charter;
a8 ‘during ‘that of Henry.  Befides'the advantages
derived-from'the:perfonal chardéter of the marn, full

* of vigoury induftry,” and' feverity, deliberate in'all

projects, fteady ih evéry purpofe; and dttended with
‘cautiont’ as well as good fortune in every enterprife;.
he'catie’ to the throne after long and bloody civil
wiars, which had deftroyed all the great' nobility,
3who alone €ould refift the encroachments of his-aue
thority'< < Thé people were tired with 'dif¢ord and in-
ieftine convalfions, and willing to fubmit to ufurpa:

‘tibris, and- even - to-injuries, ‘rather than plutige

them/elves 'anew into like -miferies : The' fruitlefs-
¢florts  madeiagaindt: him ferved-always, a3 is'uldgl,

1o confirm His authority : As'heruled by a falios,

and thelefler faction,all thofe'on whom he conferred
offices; fenfible that they' owed every thing to' liis

Protettion, were willing to fupport his power, though
:,;-3. wlms O : b [T ot s .o

9’7 Asaproof of Henry's attention to the fmalleft profits, Bacon
telly s, that he had feen a book of accounts kepf by, Empfor,
aitd’ {ubfcribed in almoft every léaf by the king’s own lfa,nd.
‘Among otfher' articles was the following's ¢ Jrem, Received of'
8¢ fucki a,oné five matkefora pardon, 'which if+it do not pafy the

- ¥ money:to be repayed, .or the party otherwife fatisfied.” Op-

pafite to the memorandum the king had writ with his own hand,
“‘utherwifc,ﬁ'tisﬁgd.’*; Bacon, p: 630, - '
E Mo '

at
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at the expence of juftice and national privileges.
Thefe feem the chief caufes which at this time be-
ftowed on the crown fo confiderable an addition of
prerogative, and rendered the prefent reign a kind
of epoch in the Englith conflitution.

Tuis prince, though he exalted his prerogative
above law, is celebrated by his hiftorian for many
good laws which he made be enacted for the go-~
vernment of his fubjefts. Several confiderable re-
gulations, indeed, are found among the ftatutes of
this reign, both with regard to the police of the
kingdom, and its commerce: But the former are
generally contrived with much better judgment than
the latter. The more fimple ideas of order and
equity are fufficient to guide a legiflator in every
thing that regards the internal adminiftration of jui-
tice : But the principles of commerce are much
more complicated, and require long experience and
deep refleftion to be well underftood in any ftate.
‘The real confequence of a law or pradtice is there
often contrary to firft appearances. No wonder
that during the reign of Henry VIL thefe mat-
ters were frequently miftaken ; and it may fafely be
affirmed, that even in the age of lord Bacon very
imperfe& and erroneous ideas were formed on that
fubject.

EarvLy in Henry’s reign the authority of the
Star chamber, which was before founded on comn-
mon law and ancient pradtice, was in fome cafes
confirmed by a& of parliament *: Lord Bacon extols
the utility of this court; but men began, even
during the age of that hiftorian, to feel that foarbi-
trary a jurifdi€tion was incompatible with liberty 3
and in proportion as the fpirit of independance {till
rofe high€r in the nation, the averfion to it increafed,
till it was entirely abolifbed by att of parliament in

“
)

¢ Sse note {N] at the end of the vulune.
- the
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the re‘gn of Charles I. a little before the commence
ment of the civil wars.

Laws were paffed in this reign, ordaining the
king’s fuit for murder to be carried on within 3
year and day *. - Formerly it did not ufually com.-
mence tll after; and as the friends of the petfon
murdered often in the interval compounded matters
with the criminal, the crime frequently pafled un.
punifhed. Suits were givén to the poor in forma
pauperis, as it is called : That is, without paying
dues for the ‘writs, or any fees to the council*:
A good law at all times, efpecially in that age,
when the. ‘people laboured under the oppreflion of
the great; but a law difficult to be carried into
execution. A law was made againft carrying off
any woman by force *. The benefit of clergy was
abridged Y ; and the criminal, on the firft offence,
was ordered to be burned in the hand with a letter,
denoting his crime; after which he was punithed
capitally for any new offence. Sheriffy were no
longer allowed to fine any perfon, without' previ.
cuily .-fummoning him before’ their court® Itis
ftrange that fuch a prafice fhould ever have pre.
yailed. Attaint of juries was granted in cafes
which exceeded forty pounds value®: A law which
has an appearance of equity, but which was after-
warde found inconvenient. Acions popular were
not allowed to be efuded by frand or covin. Ifany
fervant of the king’s confpired againft the life of
the fteward, treafurer, or comptroller of the king’s
houfehald, this defign, though not followed by any
overt act, was made liable to the punithment of
felony ®.  This ftatute was enaled fof the fecurity

v

g g B w )
.38, cap. 1. 11 H. 7. cap. 12.
LEP %E-‘bé%. 2. ¥ 4 H. 7. cap.13. -
c=r Hopeeaps 15, 2 Ihide cap. 24, 19 H. 7. eape 1000 -
S P3Higcgag T
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of archbithop Morton, who found himfelf expofed ¢ ngvxP

to the enmity of great numbets,

"TrzRre [carcely pafled any feflion during this relgn
without fome ftatute againft engaging rerainers and
giving them badges or liveries © ; a prafice by which
‘they were in a manner inlilted under fome great lord,
and were kept in readinefs to aflift him in all wars,
infurreclions, riots,  violences, and even in bearing
evidence for him in courts of jultice®, This difor-
der, which had prevailed during many reigns, when
the law could give little prote@ion to the fubjec,
was then deeply rooted in England; and it re.
quired all the vigilance and rigour of Henry to ex-
tirpate it. ~ There is a ftory of his feverity againft
this abufe ; and it feems.to merit praife, though it
is commonly cited a5 an inflance of his avarice and
rapacity. . The earl of Oxford, his favourite ge.
nera!, in whom he always placed great and delerved
confidence, having fplendidly eutertained him at
his caftle of Heningham, was defirous of making a.
paradeé of his magnificence at.the departure of his
royal gueft ; and ordered all his retainers, with their
liveries and badges, to be drawn up in two lines,
that their, appearance might be the more gallant
and fplendid. ¢ My lord,” faid the king, ¢ have
¢ héard much of your hofpitality ; but the truth far
% exceeds the report. 'Thefe handfome gentlemen
¢ and 'yeomen, whom I fee on both fides of me,
“ are no doubt your menial fervants.”” The earl
{miled, and confeffed that his fortune was too narrow
for fuch magnificence. ¢ They are moft of them,*
fubjoined he, ¢ my retainers, who are come to de.
* me fervice at this time,. when they know'l am
“ honoured with your majeflty’s prelence.” The
king ftarted a little, and faid, * By my faith, my

o ®.3H.5.cap. 3, & 12, 11 H. 7. cap. 3. 19 H. 7. cap. 14.
43H. 5 cap.r2: 1 Hoqocopazge ‘

I « lord,

1509
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cH A P ¢ lord, Ithank you for your good cheer, but T muft
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XXVL . i
N ¢¢ not allow my laws to be broken in my fight. My

<¢ atrorney muft fpeak with you.” Oxford is hid
to have paid no lefs than fifteen thoufand marks, as
a compolfition for his offence.

Tu increale of the arts, more effeCtually than all
the feverities of law, put an end to this pernicious
pra&ice. The nobility, inftead of vying with each
other in the number and boldnefs of their retainers,
acquired by degrees a more civilized fpecies of emu-
lation, and endeavoured to excel in the fplendour
and elegance of their equipage, houles, and tables.
The common people, no longer maintained in vi-
cious idlenefs by their fuperiors, were obliged to
learn fome calling or induftry, and became ufeful
both to themfelves and to others. And it muft be
acknowledged, in fpite of thofe who declaim fo vio-
lently againft refinement in the arts, or what they
are plealed to call luxury, that as'much as an induf-
trious tradefman is both a better man and a better
citizen than one of thofe idle retainers who formetly
depended on the great families ; fo much is the life
of a modern nobleman more laudable than that of
an ancient baron ®. ' o

‘BuT the moft important law in its confequences
which was enated during the recign of Henry, was
that by which the nobility and gentry acquired a-
power of breaking the ancient entails, and of alién-
ating their eftates . . By means of this law, joined
to the beginning luxury and refinement of the age,
the great fortunes of the barons were gradually dif-
fipated, and the property of the commons increafed
in England. It is probable that Henry forefaw

¢ Sce' note [ OF at the end of the volume, - '

f 4 Hig. cap. 2. The pradice of breaking entails by means
of a fine and recovery was introduced in the reign of Edward the*
1Vth  But it was not, properlye{peaking, law till the ftatute of*
Henry the VIkth; which, by corretting fome abufe3 that at-
ténded that pradice, gaveindive@ly 3 fap&ion to it.

- : and
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and intended this confequence ; becaufe the conftant
fcheme of his policy confifted in deprefling the great,
and exalting churchmen, lawyers, and men of new
families, who were more dependant on him.

Tr1s king’s love of money naturally led him to
encourage commerce, which increafed his cuftoms;
but if we may judge by moft of the laws enafted
during his reign, trade and induftry were rather hurt
thanx promoted by the care and attention given to
them. Severe laws were made againft taking intereft
for meney, which was then denominated ufury?®.
Even the profits of exchange were prohibited as
favouring of ufury*, which the fuperftition of the
age zealoufly profcribed. All evafive contrafls, by
which profits could be made from the loan of mo-
ney, were allo carefully guarded againft!. 1t is
needlefs to obferve how unreafonable and iniquitous
thefe laws, how impoffible to be executed, and bow'
hurtful to trade, if they could take place. We may
obferve, however, to the praife of this king, that

401
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fometimes, in order to promote commerce, he lent |

to merchants fums of money without intereft, when
he knew that their ftock was not fufficient for thofe
enterprifes which they had in view®,  ~
- Laws were made againft the exportation of mo-
ney, plate, or bullion’: A precaution which ferves
to no other purpofe than to make more be exported.
But fo far was the anxiety on this head carried, that
merchants alien, who imported commodities into the
kingdom, were obliged to inveft in Englith commo-
dities all the money acquired by their fales, in order
to prevent their conveying it away in a clandeftine
manner. ™,
It was prohibited to export horfes ; as if that
exportation did not encourage the breed, and render

€3 H. 7. cap. 5. * b hid. cap. 6.
: 7 Hoq. cap.8.' k Polyd. Virg.
4 H.7.cap, 23. = 3 H. 7. cap.8.

. Yor, 11T, Dd them
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e ’I(-I‘{'.i,l’- them niore iplentiful in the kingdom®, In ordér to
s, promote archéry;no bowswere to be fold at a higher

1500,

price than fix thillings and four-pence °, reducing
money to the denomination of our time, The only
effet of this regulation muft be, either that the -
people would be Juppli¢d-with bad bows, or none at’
all.  Prices wete al(o'aflixed to woollen cloth?®, to
caps and hats3: And the wages of labourers were
regulated by law’. [Tt iy evident that thefe matters
ought always to be left free, and be entrufted to the
common. courfe. of bufinéls and commerce. To
fomelit may. appear furprifing, that the price of 2
yard of - featlet cloth fhould be limited to fix'and
twenty fhillings, money of bur age ; that of a yard
of coloured:cloth o eighteen ; higher prices than
thefe commodities bearat prefent ; and that thewages
of a tradefman, fuch as a mafen, bricklayer, tyler,
&e. fhovld'be tegulated:at near ten-pence a-day
which is not much inferior to the prefent wages
given in fome paits of England.: Labour and com-
modities have certainty rifen fince the difcovéry of
the Weft-Indies ;. but ‘not fo much in every parti-
cular:as:is generally imagined. The greater induftry.
of the prelent times: hds' increafed the mumber of
tradefmen and. labourers, {0 as to keepwages nearer
a par than ¢ould be expeded ftom the great increafe.
of gold and filver,. And. the additional art'employed-
in the finer manufaéiutes hag even made fome of thefe
® commodities fal} below theif former value, Not.to
mention thit merchants and- dealers, being contents
ed withilefs'profit thaiy formerly, afford the goods
~'cheapér to their cpftomers: It appears by a ftatyte
of this reign®, that goods bought for fixteen pence
wotld Jometimes befotd by thie mevchangs for three

r

fhillings. . 'Yhe. commioditiesrwhole price has'chiefly-

7 .xifeny-are butchers meaty fowl, and filh (efpecially

" 11 H.y, enpat o ®sH. 9. ca ,fz‘ :
Pa _f]}"cu'pfs. 3. p q fbid. Za‘tp. 9? S
T8 B capaaa. *4H. 5. cap.g.

; »the
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the lattet), which cannot be much augmented in € H 4 P

cquantity by the increale of art and indoftry. The
profefion which rhen abounded mott, and was fome-

times embraced by perfons of the lowelt rank, was

the church: By a claufe of a {tatate all clerks or

ftudents of the univerfity were forbidden o beg,

without a permiflion from the vice-chancellor.
O great caufe of thelow ftate of induftry during

this period was the reftraints put uponit; and the

parligmenht, or father the king (for he was the prime
moverin every thing), eslurged a litrle fome of thefe

limitations, but not to the degree that wis requifite..

A law had been enated during the reign of
Henry IV.", that no man could hind his fon or
daughter to an apprenticefhip, unlefs he were pofs
fefled of twenty fhillings a-year in land; and
Henry VI, becaule the decay of manufactures. was
compldined of in Norwich from the want of hands,
éxempted that city from the penalties of the law v,
Afterwards the whole county of Norfolk obtained a
like exemiptiony with regard to fome branches of the
woollen manufacture®*. Thefe abfird limitations
proceeded from a defire’ of promotidg hufbandry,
which), however, i§ never more effectually ‘encou-

raged than by the increale of manufattures. Fora-

like réafon; the law enafted againil inclofires, and
for the keeping up of faft-houles?, [carcely deferves
the high! praifes beftowed on it by lord Bacon. If
hufbandmen’ underftand agriculture, and have a
ready vent for their commodities, we need not dread’
a-dimiriutiof of the people employed in the country.
All methods of fuppbrting populoufnefs, except by
the intereft of the proprietors, are violent and in-
effé€nal, Puring a century and a half after this

period, thérd’ was a frequent rerewal of laws and’

tiy H. 4 cap 22, TvuHpap .
» 11 H, 7. cope 11.2 X 1z H. 7.eap. 1.

T 4 H. 7. cap. 15 o
S Dda v edifts

XXVL
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C AP edits againf depopulation ; whence we may infer.

- pwempe—s that none of them were ever executed. The
1509:  natural courfe of improvement at lalt provided a
remedy.

OnxE check to induftry in England was the ere@-
ing of corporations ; an abufe which is not yet en-
tirely correted. A law was enalted, that corpora-
tions fhould not pafs any bye-laws without the
confent of three of the chief officers of flate ®, They
were prohibited from impofing tolls at their gates®
The cities of Glocefter and Worcefter had even im-
pofed tolls on the Severne, which were abolithed ®.

THERE is 2 law of this reign®, containing a pre-
amble, by which it appears, that the company of
merchant adventurers in London had, by their own
authority, debared all the other merchants of the
kingdom from trading to the great marts in the Low
Countries, unlefs each trader previoufly paid them
the fum. of near feventy pounds. It is furprifing
that fuch a bye-law (if it delerve the name) could
ever be carried into execution, and that the autho-
rity of parliament thould be requifite to abrogate it..

It was during this reign, on the fecond of Auguft
1492, a little before lun.fet, that Chriftopher Co-
lumbus, a Genoele, fet out from Spain on his mé-
morable voyage for the difcovery of the weftern
world ; and a few years after Valquez de Gama, a-

_ Portuguele, pafled the. Cape of Good Hope, and
opened 2 new paffage to the Falt Indies. Thefe.
great events were attended with important confe-
quences to all the nations of Eugope, even to fuch as

" were not immediately concem{?uin. thofe naval en.
terprifes, .. The enlargement of commerce and-na.
vigation increafed induftry and the arts every where: .
The nobles diffipated their fortunes in .expenfive

219 H.7.cap.7, °. = Ibid. cap. 8. . -

-

b Ibid. cap. 18,. €12 H. 4. cap. 6.
| '  pleafures
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pleafures : Men of an inferior rank both acquired ¢ H AP

a fhare in the landed property, and created to them-
felves aconfiderable property of a new kind, in
ftock, commodities, art, credit, and correfpond-
ence. In fome nations the privileges of the com.
mons increafed by this increale of property: In
moft nations the kings, finding arms to be dropped
by the barons, who could no longer endure their
former rude manner of life, eftablifhed ftanding
armies, and fubdued the liberties of their king-
doms< But in all places the condition of the people,
from the depreffion of the petty tyrants by whom
they had formerly been opprefled rather than go-
verned, received great improvement; and they
acquired, if not entire liberty, at leaft the moft con-
fiderable advantages of it. And as the general
courfe of events thus tended to deprefs the nobles
and exalt the people, Henry VII. who alfo embraced
that fyftem of policy, has acquired more praife than
his inftitutions, {trictly fpeaking, feem of themfelves
to deferve on account of any profound wifdom
attending them.

It was by accident only that the king had not a
confidérable fhare in thofe great-naval difcoveries
by which the prefent age was fo much diftin-
guifhed. ' Columbus, after meeting with many re-
pulfes from the courts of Portugal and Spain, fent
his brother Bartholomew to London, in order to
explain his proje@s to Henry, and crave his pro”

- teftion for the execution of them. The king in-
vited him over to England ; but his brother being
taken by pirates, was-detained in his voyage; and

- Columbus meanwhile having obtained the counte-
hance of Jfabella, was fupplied with a fmall flzet,
and happily, executed his enterprife. Henry was
not difcouraged by this difappointment : He fitted
‘out Sebaftian Cabot, a Venetian, fettled in Briftol
and fenf him weftwards, in 1498, in féarch of new
countries.  Cabot difcovered the ggain land of

. ~ . Ddj * America
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America towards the fixtieth degree of. northern
latitude : I« failed fouthwards a]ong the coaft,.and
difcovered Newfoyndland, and other countries;
but réturned to. England without making any con-
guelt or fettlement. Elliot, and other mer;,hants in
Briftol, made a like attempt.in 1 502" The king
expended fourteen thoufand pounds in bulldmg one
fhip, called the Great Harry She was, properly’
fpeaking, the firft thip in the Englifh navy, . Before
this period, when the prince wanted a fleet, he had
no other,expedient than hu,mg .or pre.fﬁx;g, Ih!ps
from the ; me,rchams. o

Byt though this impr ovement of mwgatmn, and
the difcovery of both the Indies, was sthe moft me«
morable’ mudent that happened during this or any
other period, -it was not the only great event by
which the age was dl(hngmﬂaed In 1453 Con-
flantinople ‘was taken by the ’1url\s, and  the
Greeks, among whom fome’ remains of leammg
were [till preferved, bemg fcattered by thele ,bar
barians, tock fhelter in Italy, and imported, foge.
ther with their admirable langmge, a tin&ure. of
their fcience, and. of theiy, refined tafte in poe,try
and ¢loquer1‘t.e About the fame time the pum [ of
the Latin tongue was revived, the ftudy of antiquity
became fafhionable, and the efteem for hterature
gradually propagated itfelf ‘throughout every nation

In Europe. The art of puntmg, inyented about

hag time, . extremely facilitated the progrefs of all
thele j jprovements : The invention of gunpowder
thanged the whole are of war.: Mighty innovations”
were foon, after made in rehgmn, fuch as not only
affe&ed thofe {ta[es that embraped them, hut ever;
thofe that '\dherc.d to the ancient faith and ‘worfhip ;.
Ard thug drgeneral revolution was ‘made’in human
affairs tfimughout this part of the world § ‘and men
é,rradually at;tamed that ﬁtuanon with' 1¢gard to can;w
4 R) mer, vol, xiils p. 3.7, . , St;owe, P 484.'
\': meree,
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merce, arts, fcience, government, police, and culti- ¢ 1 a .
vation, in which they hove ever fince perfevered. X*VI
Here, therefore, commences the uleful, as well a5 1505,
the niore agreeable part of modern annals ; cer-

tainty has place in all the confilerable, and even

mofl of the minate paris of hiftmical narration ; a

great variety of events, preferved by printing, give

the author the power of fclefling, as well as adorn-

ing the falls which he relates ; and as each incident

has a reterence to our prefent manners and ituation,
inftruttive leflons occur every moment during the

courfe of the narration. Whoever carries his anxious
refearches into preceding periods is moved by a cu-

riofity, liberal indeed and commendable ; not by any

necellity for acquiring knowledge of public affairs,
or the arts of civil government.

i)d )
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CHAP XXV
H E N R Y VIIL

Poprlority of the new king———His miniflors e
Punifbment of Empfon and Dudley——King’s
marriage~—DForeign affairs—— Fulius I
League of Gambray——~War with France———
Expedition to Fontorabia——-Deceit of Ferdinand
— Return of the Englifb——~ Leo X.———4 par-
liamente——War with Scotland——Wolfey minjfier
——His charader——Invafion of France—em

Batile of Guinegate —w—Battle of Flouden——
Peace with France.

CHAP. THE death of Henry VIL had been attended
XXVil. with as open and vifible a joy among the
1509.  people as decency would permit ; and the acceffion
and coranation of his fon Henry VIIL fpread uni-

popula.  Verfally a declared and unfeigned fatisfaltion. In-
’nglf“““; ftead of a monarch jealous, fevere, and avaricious,
who, in proportion as he advanced in years, was

finking ftill deeper in thofe unpopular vices, a

young prince of eighteen had fucceeded to the

throne, who even in the eyes of men of fenfe gave
promifing hopes of his future conduét, much more

in thofe of the people, always enchanted with no-

velty, youth, and royal dignity. The beauty and

vigour of his perfon, accompanied with dexterity in

every manly exercife, was farther adorned with 2
blooming and ruddy countenance, with a lively air,

with the appearance of {pirit and allivity in all his,
demeanour’. Tis father, in order to remove him

f T. Mori Lucub1. p. 182,
frem
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from the knowledge of public bufinefs, had hither-
to occupied him intirely in the purfuits of literature ;
and the proficiency which he made gave no bad
prognoftic of his parts and capacity®. Fven the
vices of vehemence, ardour, and "impatience, to
which he was fubje@, and which afterwards dege-
nerated into tyranny, were confidered only as faults
incident to unguarded youth, which would be cor-
reCted when time had brought him to greater mo-
deration and maturity. And as the contendin
titles,of York and Lancafter were now at laft fully
united in his perfon, men juftly expe@ed from a
prince, obnoxious to ne party, that impartiality of
adminiftration which had long been unknown in
England,

Trzse favourable prepofleffions of the public
were encouraged by the meafures which Henry em.-
braced in the commencement of his reign.” His
grandmother, the countefs of Richmond and Derby,
was {lill alive ; and as fhe was a woman much cele-
brated for prudence and virtue, he wikly fhewed
great deference to her opinion in the eftablifhment
of his new council. The members were, Warham,
archhifhop of Cantetbury and chancellor ; the earl
of Shrewfbury, fteward ; lord Herbert, chamber-
lain; [fir Thomas Lovel, malfter of the wards and
conftable of the Tower; fir Edward Poynings,
comptroller ; fir Henry Marney, afterwards lord
Marney ; fir Thomas Darcy, afterwards lord Darcy;
Thomas Ruthal, doftor of laws; and fir Henry
Wyat *. Thele men had long been accuftomed
to bufinefs under the late king, and were the leaft
unpepular of all the minifters employed by that
monarch.

Bur the chief competitors for favour and aatho-
rity under the new king were theear] of Surrey, trea.

£ Tather Paul, lib. 1.
b Heberr, Stowe, p. 426, Halling(hr%). 109.
~  f{urer,
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furer, and Fox bifhop of Winchefler, fecrerary and
privy feal.  This prelate, who cnjuyed great credit
during all the former reign, had acquired {fuch habits
of caution and [rupality as he could not cafily lay
afide; and he {till oppofed by his rewonftrances,
thofe fchemes of diffipation and cxpence which the
youth and paffions of Ilenry reudered agreeable to
him. DBut Surrey was a morc dexterous courtier ;
and though few had borne a greater thare in the fru.
gal politics of the late king, he kuew how to con.
form himlelf to the humaur of his new mafter,; and
no ouc was fo forward in promoting that liberality,
pleafure, and magnificence, which began to pre.
vail under the young monarch'. By this policy he
ingratiated himfelf with Heniy ; he made advantage,
as well as the other courtiers, of the lavifh difpofi-
tion of his mafter; and he engaged him in fuch a
courfe of play and idlenefs as rendered him negligent
of aflaits, and willing to cutiuft the goveinmneut of
the flate entircly into the hands of his minillers.
The great treafures amafled by the Jate king were
gradually diflipated in the giddy espences of Llenry.
One party-of pleafure fucceeded to another : Tilis,
tournaments, and caroufals were exhibited with all
the magnificence of the age: And as the prefent
tranquillity of the public permitted the court 10 in-
dulge itfell in cvery amulement, ferious bufinefs
was but littde agtended to. Or if the king inter-
quitted the comife of his feftivity, he chiefly em-
played himfelf in an application to mufic and litera-
ture, which were his favourite purfuits, and which
~wetewclladspted to his genius.  Hohad made fuch
proficiency in the former art, as even to compofe
lome pieces of church-mufic which were fung in bis
chapel®, Fle was initiated in the elegant learning
of theancients. And though he was fo unfortunate
s to be leduced into a fkudy of the barren contro-.

i LgIg Herbert. & Ihid,
o verfies
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verfies of the fchools, which were then fafhionable,
and had chofen Thomas Aquinas for his faveurite
author, he {lill difcovered a capacity fitted for more
ufeful and entertaining knowledge. :
ThE {rank and carelefs humour of the king, asit
led him to diflipate the treafures amafied by his fa-
ther. rendered him negligent in prote®ing the in.
ftruments whom that prince had employed in his
extortions. A proclamation being iffued to encou-
rage complaints, the rage of the people was let loofe
an alk informers; “who had fo long exercifed an
unbhounded tyranny over the nation': They were
thrown into prifon,. condemped to the pillory, and
moft of them loft their Jives: by the violence of the
populace.’ Empfon and Dadiey, ‘who were moft
expofed to public hatred, ‘were immediately fum-
moned before the council, in order to anfwer for
their conduét, which had rendered them fo ob-
noxious. Emplon made a fhrewd apology for himfelf,
as well as for his aflociate. e told the council, that
fo far from his being juftly expofed to cenfure for his
pafl e#hduét, his enemies themfelves grounded their
clamour on actions which feemed rather to merit re-
ward and approbation: That a-ftri& execution of
law was the crime of which heand Dudley were ac-
cufed ; though that law-had been eftablifhed by ge~
neral confent, and though they had alted in obe-
dience to the king; to whom the ddminiftration of
juftice was entrufted by the conftitution : That it be-"
longed not to them, who were inftruments in the
hands of fupreme power, to determine what laws were
tecent or obfolete, expedient ér hurtful ; fince they
were all alike valid, fo long-as they remained unre-
pealed by the legiflature : That it was natural for a
licenticug poputace to murmur againft the reftraints
of authority ; but all wile ftates had ever mude their
glory confift in the juft diftribution of rewards and
1 Herbert, 'S‘t'oive, p- 486, Hollingfhed, p. 799 Polyd.
¥irg. hb. mxvilis - .
punifhments,
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punilhments, and had aunexed the former to the
obfervance and enforcement of the laws, the latter
to their violation and infration: And that a fudden
overthrow of all government might be expetted,
where the judges were committed to the mercy of
the criminals, the rulers to that of the fubjetts .

NotwirasTANDING this defence, Emplon and
Dudley were fent to the Tower; and foon after
brought to theirtrial. "The firi& execution of laws,
however obfolete, could never be imputed to them as
a crime in a court of judicature ; and it is likely that,
even where they had exercifed arbitrary power, the
king, as they had ated by the fecret commands of
his father, was not willing that their conduét thould
undergo too feverea ferutiny. In order, therefore,
to gratify the people with the punifhment of thefe
obnoxious minifters, crimes very improbable, or in-
deed abfolutely impoflible, were charged upon them;
that they had entered into a confpiracy againit the
fovereign, and had intended, on the death of the
late king, to have feized by force the adminiftration
of government. The jury were fo far moved by po-
pular prejudices, joined to court influence, as to give
a verdi¢t againit them; which was afterwards con-
firmed by a bill of attainder in parliament ", and at
the earnelt defire of the people was executed by war-
rant from the king. Thus, in thofe arbitrary times,
juftice was equally violated, whether the king fought
‘power and riches, or courted popularity.

 Yerbert, Hollingfhed, p. So4.
» ™'This parliament met on the 21t Janvary 1510. A law was
there enadted, in order to prevent fome abufes which had pre-
vailed during thelate reign. The forfeiture upon the penal fta-
tutes was 1'e§uced to the term of three years, Cofts and dama.
ges were given againtt informers upon acquit:al of the accufed :
More fevere punifiments were enaled againtt perjury : The
falfe inquifitions procured by Empfon and Dudley were declared
null and invalid.  Praverfes wefe allowed ; and the timpe of tei®

dering them enlarged. 1 H. 8, ¢. 8, 10, 11,12,

2 " . Hexey,
«
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Honry, while he punifhed the inflruments of cH 4 P
paft tyranny, had yet fuch deference to former en- oryacy
gagements as to, deliberate, immediately after his 1509
acceflion, concerning the celebration of his marriage -
with the infanta Catherine, to whom he had been
aflianced during his father’s lifetime. Her former
martiage with his brother, and the inequality of King's
their years, were the chief objections urged againft "
his efpoufing her: But on the other hand, the ad+
vantages of her known virtue, modefty, and {weet-
nefs of difpofition," were infifted on ; the affeion
which the' bore to.the king; the large dowry to
which fhe was entitled as princels of Wales; the
intereft of cementing a clofe alliance with Spain;
the neceflity of finding fome confederate to coun=
terbalance the power of France; the expediency
of fulfilling the.engagements of the late king:

When thefe confiderations were weighed, they de-
termined the council, though contrary to the opi-
nion of the primate, to give Henry their advice
for celebrating the marriage. The countefls of
Riclimond, who had concurred in the fame fenti-
ments with the council, died foon after the marriage
of her grandfon. - S -7 3d June,

T're popularity of Henry’s government, ‘his un-
difputed title, .his extenfive authority, his large
treafures, the tranquillity of his fubjelts, ‘were cir-
cumftances which rendered his domeflic’adminiftra-
tion ealy and profperous: The fitnation of foreigd
affairs was no lefs happy and defirable. Iraly con- goreign
tinued fiill, as during the late reign, to'be the centre afirs,
‘of all the wars. and negotiations of the Europeart
princes ; and Henry’s alliance was courted by all
parties ; at the fame time that he was not engaged
by any immediate intereft or neceflity to take part
with any.' Lewis X11. of France, after his conqueft

#9f Milan, was the only sgreat prince that poffeffed
any territory in Italy ; and could he have remaim%d

in
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in tranquillity, he. was cnabled by his fituation to
preferibe laws to all the Tralian princes and republics,

and to hold the balance amony them. But the de-
fire of muking @ conqueft of Naples, to.which he

had the fame title or pretenfions with his prede-
ceffur, ftill engaged him in new enterprifes ; and as
he forefaw oppofition from Ferdinand, who was
conneéted both by treaties and affinity with Frederi¢
of Naples, he endeavaured by.the offers of intereft,
to which, the ears of that monarch. were ever oper,
0’ engage him- in an oppofite. confederacy.n He
fettled, -with- him’ a; plan for the; partition of the
kingdom of Naples, and the expulfion of Frederic :
A plan which the politicians of that age regarded as
the;moft egregious imprudence in the French-mo.
nagch, and the greatelt perfidy in the Spanifh,
Frederic, fupported only by fubjeéts who were either
dlfpgntented with his government, or indifferent
gbout. his fortunes, wds unable' to refift fo powerful
3 ,cpnfcc]gx acy, and was deprived of his deminions s
But he had the fatisfaction to fee Naples'immedi-
ately prove the fource of contention amang his
enemies, - Ferdinand gave fecret-orders to his ge-
neral Gonfalvo, whom the Spamards honour with
the wppclhtpon of the" great cuptain, ' to attack the
armies, of France; . and make himfelf .mafter of all

_the dominions of Naples. Gonlglvo: prevailed. in

every. enterprife, defeated the; French in two pitched
battles, and enfured to his prince the entire poflef-
fion of that kingdom. - Lewis, unable to procure
redrefs by-force-ofarms, was obliged'to eriter into &
fryitlefs negotiation with Ferdinandfor. the recovery
of his thare of the partition ; and all Ifaly during forize

tigte was held. in fufpence between theiﬁ tvyo povers

ful monarchs. - - - :- s e

- Trrry, lias_fearcely- bce*a vszy pmdd whenthe:

balanne of power., was_ bettet:- fecuned in Europey’
and, feemed more able to mam,tam itfelf withouv any
s . anxious

« ¢
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anxious concern or attention of the pringes, Se- CIra o

veral great .monarchies were eftablithed ;.and no
one fo far furpafled the reft as to. give any foundation
or even pretence for jealoufy. England was united
in domeflic peace, and by its fituation happily fe.
cured from the invafion of foreigners. . The coali-
tion of the feveral kingdoms of Spain had formed
one powerful monarchy, which Ferdinand admini-
ftered with arts, fraudulent indeed and deceitful,
but full of vigour and ability: Lewis XIL a gal.
lant and gencrous prince, had, by efpoufing. Anne
of Britanny, - widow to his predeceflor, preferved
the union with that principality, on which the fafety
of his kingdom fo much depended. . Masimilian
the emperor, befides the hcreditary dominions of
the Aufltrian family, maintained authority in the
empire, and, notwithftanding the levity of ‘his
charafler, was able to unite the German princes
in any great plan of intereft, at leaft of defénce.
Charles prince of Caftile, grandfon to Maximilian
and Ferdinand, had already fucceeded to the rich
dominiony of the houle of Burgundy; and being as
yet in early youth, the governufent was entrulted
to Margaret of Savoy, his aunt, a princefls endowed
with fighal prudence and ‘virtug, The internal

force of thele feveral powerful {tates, by balancing-

each other, ‘might long . have ‘maintained general
tranquillity, had not.the attive and enterprifing ge.

XXV
e insagd
F {3 1

nius of fulius 1L an ambitious pontiff, firft-excited’ jutiva 5

the flames of war and difcord among them. By

his intrigues, a league hadlbe.enmformed at Cam- peeue of
bray © between himfelf, Maximtian, Lewis, and Cabray,

Ferdinand ; and the objett of this great confzderacy

wast"to, ovgrwliélm, by their united arms, the cotnw
monwealth of Venice. Henry, without any mo..

tive “fromy interelt or paflion, allowed his nameto

dw inferted i the confederacy. Th?s oppueflive and -

2 I 1508

“
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¢ 1 A P. iniquitous league was but too fuccefsful againft the

XXVIL.
Twwnenn ol

L50h.

2510,

LIt

republic.

TuE great force and fecure fituation of the con.
fiderable monarchiesprevented any one from afpiring
to any conqueft of moment; and though this con-
fideration could not maintain gencral peace, or re-
medy the natural inquietude of men, it rendered the
princes of this age more difpofed to defert engage-
ments, and change their alliances, in which they
were retained by humour and caprice, rather than
by any natural or durable intereft. Julius had no
fooner humbled the Venetian republic, than he was
infpired with a nobler ambition, that of expelling
all foreigners from Italy, or, to fpeak in the ftyle
affeted by the Italians of that age, the freeing of
that country entirely from the dominion of Barba-
rians®. 1le was determined to make the tempelt
fall firt vpon Lewis; and, in order to pave the
way for this great enterprife, he at once fought for
a ground of quarrel with the monarch, and courted
the alliance of other princes. Ile declared war
againft the duke of Ferrara, the confederate of Lewis.
He folicited the favour of England, by fending Ilenry
a facred rofe,. perfumed with mufk, and anointed
with chrifm?  He engaged in his interefts Bam-
bridge archbifhop of York, and Ilenry’s ambaffador
at Rome, whom he foon after created a cardinal.
He drew over Terdinand to his party, though that
monarch at firft made nodeclaration of his intentions.
And what he chiefly valued, he formed a treaty with
the Swifs cantons, who, enraged by fome neglects
put upon them by Lewis, accompanied with con-
tumelions expreflions, had quitted the alliance of
France, and waited for an opportunity of yevenging
themfelves on that nation. X

WaiLE theFrenchmonarch repelled the attacks of
his enemies, he thought it-alfo requifite to make ans

P Guicard. libiif, 4 Spelman, Concil. vol. ii. p. 725.
' atternpt
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attempt on the pope himfelf, and to defpoil him as'¢ u a p:
much- as poflible, of that facred charafter which XXV
chiefly rendered him formidable. He engaged fome
cardinals, difgulted with the violence of Julius, to
defert him; and by their authority, he was deter-
mined, in conjunétion with Maximilian, who flill
adhered to his alliance, to call a general council,
which might reform the church, and check the ex»
orbitancies of the Roman pontiff. A council was
fummoned at Pifa, which fiom the beginning bore °
a very inaufpicious afpe@, and promifed ‘little fug~
cefs toits adherents. Except a few French bithops,
who unwillingly obeyed their king’s commands in
attending the council, all the other prelates kept
-aloof from an affembly which they regarded as the
offspring of faltion, intrigue, and worldly politics.
.Even Pifa, the place of their refidence, thowed them
figns_of contempt ; which engaged them to transfer
their feffion to Milan, a ciry under the domirion of
the French monarch, Notwithftanding this advana
tage, they did not experience much more refpetful
treatment from the inhabitants.of Milan ; and found
it neceflary to make. another remove .to Lyons’.
Lewis- himfelf fortified thefe violent prejudices in
favour of papal authority, by the fymptoms which
he difcovered, of regard, deference, and fubmiffion
to Julius, whom he always {pared, even when for
tune had thrown into his hands the moft inviting
opportunities of -humbling him. .And as it, was
known ‘that hig conlort, who had great influence
over him, was extremely difquieted in mind-on ac-
connt of his. diffepfions with the, boly father, all

ten . prognoflicated to Julius final fuccels in thig

1511,

unequal contet.. - -

Tue enterprifing pontiff ‘kpew, his advantages,
and availed himfelt of them with the utmoft teme.
#3ity and infolence, " So.much had he neglefted his

©Guiccindin, lib. 10.

»Vor. IIL. Ee JJacer.
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facerdotal charaler, that he afted in perfon at the
fiege of Mirandola, vifited the trenches, faw fome
of his attendants killed by his fide, and, ke 2
young foldier, cheerfully bore all the the rigours df
winter and a fevere feafon, in purfuit of wilitar

glory *: Yet was he ftill able to throw, even on his
moft moderate opponents, the charge of impiety
and prophanenels. e fummoned a council at the

. Lateran: He put Pifa under an interdi&, and 4ll

the places which gave fhelier to the fchifinatical
council: He excommunicated the cardinals and
prelates who attended it : He even pointed his fii-
ritual thunder againft the princes who adhered to it:
He freed their [ubje@s from all oaths of allegiance,
and gave their dominions to every one who counld
take poffeflion of them.

FrrDINAND of Arragon, who had acquired the
firname of Catholic, regarded the caufe of the pope
and of religion only as a covcr to his ambition and
felfith politics : Henry, naturally fidcere and fah-
guine in his temper, and the more {o on accéunt of
his youth and inexpetience, was moved with a hearty
*defire of prote&ing the pope from the oppréffion to
which he believed him expofed from the ambitious
enterprifes of Lewis. Ilopes had been given him
by Julivs, that the tile of Mo Chriflian King,
which had hitherto been annexed to the crown of
France, and which was regarded as its molt pre-
“cious ornament, fhould, in reward of his fervices,
be transferred to thut of England*.  Impatient alfo
of acquiring that diflintlion in Europe to which his

*power and opulence entitled him, he could not long
remain neuter amidlt the noife of arms; and the
natural enmity of the Englith againft ¥rance, as
well as their ancient claims upon that kingdom, led
Henry to join that alliance, which the pope, Spait,
and Venice had formed!againfl the Frepch mes

s Guicciardind, lib. ¢. t Cuicciad. Tib 11, P, Daaiel,
vob ii. p. 169322 abat, Elollingfind, p. 831.

narch.
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parch. A herald was fent to Paris, to exhort
Lewis not to wage impious war againft the fove-
reign pontiff; and when he returned without
fuccels, another was fent to demand the ancient
patrimonial provinces, Anjou, Maine, Guienne,
and Normandy. This meflage was underftood to
be a_declaration of war; and 3 parliament being
fummoned, readily granted fupplies for a purpole
o much favoured by the Englifh nation ®. '
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War with
France.
4th Feb.

_ Buonaviso, an agent of the pope’s at London,

had been corrupted by the court of France, and had
previoufly revepled to Lewis all the meafures which
Henry was concerting againft him. But this infi-
delity did the king inconfiderable prejudice, in com-
jparifon of the treachery which he experienced from
the felfih purpofes of the ally on whom he chiefly
relied for affitance. Ferdinand, his father-in.law,
had {o Jong perfevered in a courle of crooked poli
ties, that he began even to value himfelf on his
dexterity in fraud and artifice ; and he made a boaft
.of thole .fhameful fucceffes. Being told one day,
that Lewis, a prince of'a very different charaler,
had complained . of his having once cheated him:
¢ He lies, the drunkard "’ faid he, ¢ I have cheated
him above twenty times.” This prince confidered
his ¢lofe connexions with Henry only 2s the means
swhich enabled him the better to take advantage of
his want of experience. He advifed him not to in-
~vade France by the way of Calais, where he himfelf
fhould not have it in his power to affift him: He
.exhorted him rather. to fend forces to Fontarabia,
whence he,coyld eafily make a conqueft of Guienne,
A2 province in which jt was imagined the Lnglith
-had fill fome adherents. He promifed to affift this
-conqueft by the junétion. of a Spanith army. And
Jdo forward did he feem to promote the interefts of
Abis fon:in-law, that he even fent veflels to England,

Y Herbert,  Hollinghed, p. &u1.
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in order to tranfport over the forces which Henry
had levied for that purpofe. The marquis of Dor-
{et commanded this armament, which confifted of
ten thoufand men, moflly infantry; lord Howard
fon of the earl of Surrey, lord Broke, lord Ferrars,
and many others of the young gentry and nobility,
accompanied him in this fervice. All were an fire
to diftinguith themfelves by military atchievements,
and to make a conqueflt of importance for their
mafter. The fecret purpofe of Ferdinand, in this
unexampled generofity, was fufpected by nobody..
TrE {mall kingdom of Navarre lies on the fron-
tiers between France and Spain; and as John
d’Albert the fovereign was connefted by friendfhip
and alliance with Lewis, the opportunity feemed
favourable to Ferdinand, while the Englifh forces
were conjoined with his own, and while all adhe-
rents to the council of Pifa lay under the fentence
of excommunication, to put himfelf in pofleflion of
thefe dominions. No fooner, therefore, was Dorfet
Ianded in Guipifcoa, than the Spanith monarch'de-
clared his readinefs to join him with his forces, to
make with united arms an invafion of ¥rance, and
to form the fiege of Bayonne, which opened'the
way into Guienne ¥ : But he remarked to the Eng.
Iith general how dangetous it might prove to leave
behind them the kingdom of Navarre; which, be-
ing in clofe alliance with France, could eafily give
“admittance to the enemy, and cut 'off all commu~ -

* mnication between Spain and the combined armies.
. 'To provide againft' fo dangerous an event he. re-

“quired, that Jolin fhould flipulate a neutrality inthe
prefent wary and when that prince expréffed his
willingnefs to’ enter into any engagement for that
purpole, he alfo required, that fecurity fhould be
given for the ftri obfervance of it.  Johxn haviy

. likewife agreed to this ‘condition, Ferdipand dv®
g ? . .

EHerberts Hollingfhed, p. 813, .
: ' manded,
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manded, that he fhould deliver into his hands fixof ¢ & a P.

the moft confiderable places of his dominions, to-
gether with his eldeft fon asa hoflage. Thefe were
not terms to be propoled to a fovereign ; and as the
Spanifh monarch expected a refufal, he gave imme-
diate orders to the duke of Alva, his general, to
make an invafion on Navarre, and to reduce that
kingdom. Alva foon made himfelf mafter of all
the fmaller towns; and being ready to form the
fiege of Pampeluna, the capital, he. fammoned the
marguis of Dorfet to join him with the Englifh

army, and concert together all their operations.
Dorszer began to fufpeét that the interefts of his
‘mafter were, very little regarded in all thefe tranf
ations ; and having no orders to invade the king-
dom of Navarre, or make war any where but in
France, he refufed to take any part in the enter-
prife. He remained therefore in his quarters at
Fontarabia ; but fo fubtle was the contrivance of
JFerdinand, that, even while the Englifh army lay
Jin that fituation, it was almoft equally ferviceable to
his purpofe, as if it had afted in conjunétion with
his own.. It kept the French army in awe, and
prevented it from advancing to fuccour the king-
dom of Navarre ; fo that Alva, having full leifure
to conduét the fiege, made himfelf mafter of Pam.
peluna; and obliged John to feek for fhelter in
France. The Spanith general applied again to
Dorfet, and propofed to conduét with united covn-
*{els the operations of the Joly league, fo it was called,
. againft Lewjs : But as-he f{{ll declined forming the
. fiege of Bayonne, and rather infilted on the inva-
fion of the principality of Bearne, a part of the king
of Navarre’s dominions, which lies on the French
fide_of the Pyrenees, Dorlet, jultly fufpicious of his
finifter intentions, reprefented, that, without new
orders fifbm his. maltery he could not concur in fuch
an ufidertaking. In order to procure thefe orders,
a Eeg Ferdinand
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cH ap Ferdinand difpached Mattin de Ampios to Lon
w2 don; and perfuaded Uenry, that, by the refridory
15, and {erupulous huwmour of the Tnglith general, the
molt favourable opportunities were loft, and that it
was neeeffary he fhould, on all occafions, aét iA
concert with the Spanith commander, who was beft
acquainted with the fituation of the country, and the
realons of every operation.  Dut before orders to
this purpolt reached Spain, Dorfet had become ex-
tremely impatient; and obferving that his farthet
ftay ferved not to promote the main undertaking,
and that his army was daily perifhing by want and
ficknefs, he demanded fhipping from Ferdinand to
tranfport them back into England. Ferdinand,
who was bound by treaty to furnith him with this
fupply, whencver demanded, was at length, after
many delays, obliged to yield to his importu.
nity; and Dorfet,. embarking his troops, prepared
himf{elf for the voyage. Mcanwhile, the meflenger
arrived with orders from Ilenry, that the troops
fhould remain in Spain; but the foldiers were fo
Returnor  difcontented with the treatment which they had met
thefng  with, that they mutinied, and obliged their com-
' manders to {ct fail for England. Henry was much
difplcafed with the ill fuccels of this enterprife;
and it was with difficulty that Dorfet, by explain-
ing the frandulent condu& of Ferdinand, was at laft
able to appeafe him.

*Tuery happened this fummer an aftion at fea,
which brought not any more decifive advantage to
the Englith. Sir Thomas Knevet, matter of horle,
was fent to the coaft of Britanny with a fleet of
forty-five fail ; and be carried with him fir Charles
Brandon, fir John Carew, and many other young
courtiers, who longed for an opportunity of difplay-
ing their valour. After they had committed fomer
depredations, a French fleet of thirty-uine fail iffued»
from Breft, under the command of Primauget, and

began
L]
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began an enpagement with the Englith. Tire feized
the fhip of Primauger, who, finding his deftruc-
tion incvitable, bore down upon the veffel of the
Englifh admiral, and grappling with her, refolved
to make her fhare his fate.  Both flects ftood fome
time in fuflpenfe, as fpefators of this dreadful en-
gagement, and all men faw with horror the flames
which confumed both veffels, and heard the cries of
fury and defpair, which came from the miferable
combatants. Ar laft, the French veflel Llew up;
and at the fame time deftroyed the Englith*.  The
reft of the Freuch fleet made their efcape into difs
ferent harbours. |
Tus war which England waged againft France,
thouph it brought no advantage to the former king-
dom, was of great prejudice to the latter ; and by
obliging Lewis to withdraw his forces for the de-
fence of his own dominions, loft him that fuperi-
ority, which his arms, in the beginning of the cam-
paign, had attained in ltaly. Gaflon de Foix, his
nephew, a young hero, had been entrufted with the
command of the French forces ; and in a few months
performed fuch feats of military art and prowefs, as
were fufficient to render illuftrious the life of the
oldeft captain®. His career finifhed with the great
battle of Ravenna, which after the molt obftinate
confli®, he gained over the Spanilh and papal
aimies, He perithed the very moment his victary
was complete : and with him perifhed the fortune
of the Fiench arms in Italy. The Swifs, who had
rendered themfelves extremely formidable by their
Lands of difciplined infantry, invaded the Milanefe
with a numesous army, and reifed up that incon-
fiant people to a revolt apainft the dominion of
Fraoce. * Genoa followed the example of the dut-
&shy ; and thus Lewis, in a few week~, entirely loft
x Palydore Virgil, lib. 29. Stowe, p. 490 Tanguet's Ipi-

wome ot Visunivdegtol 273, ¥ Guieerard bk, 10,
Foea - his
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c H AP his Italian conquefls, except Jome garrifons; and
*XVIL.  Maximilian Sforza, the fon of Ludovic, was rein-
1513, tated in pofleflion of Milan.

Jurrus difcovered extreme joy on the difcom-
fiture of the French 3 and the more fo, as he had
been beholden for it to the Swifs, a people whofe
councils, he hoped, he thould always be able to in-
fluence and govern. The pontff furvived this fuc-

=y Feb.  cefs a very little time ; and in his place was chofen

LeoX John de Medicis, wha took the appellation of Leo X.

and proved one of the molt illufirious princes that
ever {aton the papal throne. Humane, beneficent,
generous, affable; the patron of every art, and
friend of every virtue*; he had g foul no lefs capa-
ble of forming great defigns than his predeceflor,

. but was more gentle, pliant, and artful in employ-
ing means for the execution of them. 7The fole
defe, indeed, of his charaller was too great finefle
and artifice ; a fault which, both as a prieft and an
Italian, it was difficult for him tn avoid. By the
negotiations of Leo, the emperor Maximilian was
detached from the French intereft; and Henry,
notwithftanding his difappointments in the former
campaign, was ftill encouraged to profecute his
warlike meafures againft Lewis,

Apatie-  Henry had fummoned a new feffion of parlia-

7t ment *, and obtained a fupply for his enterprife. It

was a poll-tax, and impofed different fums, accord-
ing to the ftation and riches of the perfon, A duke,
payed ten marks, an earl five pounds, a baron four
pounds, a knight four marks ; every man valued at
eight hundred pounds in goods, four marks. An
impofition was allo granted of two fifteenths and
four tenths ®. By thefe fupplies, joined to, the trea~
fure which bad been lett by his father, and which
was not yet entitely diffipated, he was enabled te

- oWy

# Father Faul, lib. 1. A 4th November, 1 ;12.
b Stowe.
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levy a great army, and render himfelf formidable t6 ¢ # a ».

his enemy. The Englifh are faid to have been
much encouraged in this enterptife, by the arrival
of a veflel in the Thames under the papal banner,
It carried prefents of wine and hams to, the king,
and the more eminent courtiers ; and fuch fond de-
votion was at that time entertained towards the
court of Rome, that thefe trivial prefents were
every where received with the greateft triumph and
exultation. . ,

* Ineorder to prevent all difturbancés from Scot-
land, while Henry’s arms fhould be employed on
-the continent, Dr. Weft, dean of Windfor,. was
-difpatched on an embafly to. James, the king’s bro.
ther-in-law; and inftru@ions were given him to
accommodate all differences between the kingdoms,
as well as to difcover the intentions of the court of
‘Stotland®. Some complaints had already been
made on both fides. One Barton, a Scotchman,
having fuffered injuries from the Portuguele, for
which he could obtain no redrefs, had procured let-
ters of marque againft that nation; but he had no
fooner put to fea, than he was guilty of the grofleft
abufes;, committed . depredations upon the Englith,
'and much infefted the narrow feas?. Lord Howard
-and-fir Edward Howard, admirals, and fons of the
‘earl of Surrey, filing out againft him, fought him
in a defperate altion, where the pirate was killed ;

XXVII.

———

181

-ahd-they brought his fhips into the Thames. A3 .
Henry refuled all fatisfadtion for this at of juftice,

fome of the borderers, - who wanted but a pretence
for depredations, entered England under the com~
-mand of lord Hume, warden of the marches, and
committe great ravages on that kingdom. Not-
withftanding thefe mutunal grounds of diffatisfaction,
-matters might eafily bhave been accomimodated,

l=<‘Polydm'e Virgil, lib. 27. -
4 Stowe, p. 489, Hollingfhied, p. 84ad.n

had
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had it not heen for Henry's intended invafion of
Yrance, which roufed the jealonly of the Seotiify
nation®. 'T'he ancient league, which fubfifted be.
tween France and Scotland, was conceived to be
the ftrongeft band of conneétion; and the Scots
univerfally believed, that, were it not for the
countenance which they received from this foreign
alliance, they had never beea able fo Jong, to mam.
tain their independence againft a people fo much
fuperior. James was farther incited to take part in
the quarrel by the invitations of Amne, queen of
France, whofe knight he had ever in all tourna.
ments profefled himlelf, and who [ummoned him,
according to the ideas of romantic gallantry pre.
valent in that age, to take the field in her defence,
and prove hiwnfelf her true and valorous champion,
The remonftrances of his confort and of his wilelt
couniellors were in vain oppofed to the martial ar-
dour of this prince. He firlt fent a {quadron of
fhips to the affiflance of France; the only flegt
which Scotland feems ever (o have poffefled. And
though he flill made profeflions of maintaining a
neutrality, the Englith ambaflador eafily forefaw,
that a war would in the end prove inevitable ; and

+he gave waruing of the danger to his mafter, who
fent the earl of SBurrey to put the borders in.a po-

dture of defence, and 1o refifl the expeéted invafion

-of the enemy,

* Hrnrv, all on fire for military fame, was little dif-
couraged by this appearance of a diverfion fron the
north ; and fo much the lefs, as he flattered himfelf
*with the affiftance of all the confiderable potentates
of Europe in his invafion of Fiance. The pope
flill continued to thunder out his cxcommuni-
cations againfl Jewis, and all the adherents of the
fchifmatical council : The Swils cantons made pwo-

. A
@ Buchanan, lib, 13,  Dinmmond in the H.e of Jabes IV, ~
feffions
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fefions of vislent :animofity 4gainft France: The
ambafladors of Ferdinand and Maximilian had
fignéd with thofe of Henry a treaty of alliance
againft that power; and had ftipulated the time and
place of their intended invafion ;1 And though Fer-
dinand difavowed his ambaffador, and even figned
a truce for 3 twélvemonth with the commeon enemy ;
Henry was not yet fully convinced of his felfilh
and finifter intentions, and ftill hoped for his con-
currence after the expiration of thatterm. He had
pow pot a minilter who complied with all his in-
clinations, and flattered him in every fcheme to
‘which -his fariguine and impetuous: temper was
inchined, C T
Tromas Worsey, dean of Lincoln, and almoner
to the king, furpaffed in faveur all his minifters,
and was faft advancing towards that unrivalled
grandeur ‘which he afterwards attained. "T'his man
-was fon of a-butcher at Ipfwich ; but having got a
Jearned educidtion, and being endowed with an ex~
cellent capacity, be was admitted into the marquis
of Dorfet’s family as tutor to that nobleman’s chil«
dren, and foon 'gained the friendfhip and counte-
nance of his parron’. e wasrecommended to be
cbapldin to Henry VIL. and-being employed by that
menarch in a fecret negotiation, which regarded his
.intended ‘marriage with Margaret of Savoy, Maxi-
milisn’s deughter, be acquitted himfelf to the king’s
fatfefadion, and obtined the praife both of dili="
.gence and dexterity in his conduét®, That prince,
‘having given him a commiffion to Maximilian, who
.at. that time vefided in Bruflels, was furprifed in lefs*
than three days after; to fee Wolley prefent himfelf
before him; and tuppofing that he had protraded
‘his - departure, he began to reprove him for the
diletory execution of his orders.  Wolley informed

Stawe, p. 997. i .
. & Cavendith, }iddes’s life of Wolfeg, Stowe.
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¢ ® A P, him, that he had jult returned from Brulcls, and

XXVIL
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£513s

-

had fuccefsfully fulfilled all his majcfty’s com-
mands. ¢ But on fecond thoughts,” faid the king,
¢ 1 found that fomewhat was omitted in your
¢ orders and have fent a meflenger after you with
% fyller infiruétions.”” I met the meflenger,”

xeplied Wolley, “on my return: But as 1 had re.

¢« fleGed on that omiflion, I ventured of myfelf to
« execute what, I knew, muft be your majefty’s
s intentions.” The death of Henry foon after
this incident retarded the advancement of Wolley,
and prevented his reaping any advantage from the

-good opinion which that monarch had entertained

of him: But thenceforwards he was looked on at
court as 2 rifing man; and Fox bifhop of Win-
chefter caft his eye upon him as one who might be
ferviceable to him in his prefent fituation®.  This
prelare obferving that the ear] of Surrey had totally
ecipied binn in favour, refolved 1o imtroduce
Wolfey to the young prince’s familiarity, and hoped
that he might rival Surrey in his infinuating arts,
and yet be contented to aét in the cabinet a part
fubordinate to Fox himfelf, who had promoted him.
In a little time Wolley gained fo much on the
king, that he fupplanted both Surrey in his favour,
and Fox in his truft ang confidence. Being admit-
ted to Henry’s partics of pleafure, he took the lead
in every jovial converfation, and promoted all that
frolic and entertainment which he found {uitable to
the age and inclination of the young monarch.
Neither his own years, which were near forty, nor

* his charafler of a clergyman, were any reftraint

upon him, or engaged him to check, by any ufelefs
feverity, the gaiety, in which Ilenry, who had fmall
propenfion fo debauchery, pafied his carelefs hours,
During the intervals of amufement he introduged

" S
® Autiq Brit. Ecclef. p. 309.  Polydore Virgil, lib- 27.
309- Poly g
bufinefs,
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bufinefs, and infinuated thole mdxims of conduét C)E}*(*V'}IP-‘ '
which he was defirous his mafter fhould adopt, o, |
He obferved to him, that while hie entrulted his 153
affairs into the hands of his father’s counfellors, he
had the advantage indeed of employing men of
wifdom and experience, but men who owed not
their promotion to his favour, and who fearcely
thought themfelves accountable to him for the ex-
ercife of their authority : - That by the fa&tions, and
cabals, and jealoufies, which had long prevailed
among them, they more obftrutted the advance.
ment of his affairs, than they promoted it by the
knowledge which age and pratice had conferred
upon them : That while he thought proper to pafs
his time . in thofe pleafures, to ‘which his age and
royal fortune invited him, and in thofe ftudies,
which would in time enable him to fway the fceptre
with abfolute authority, his belt fyftem of go-
vernment would be to entruft his authority into
the hands of fome one perfon, who was the crea.
ture of his will, and who could entertain no view
but that of promoting his fervice : And that if this
minifter had alfo the fame relith for pleafure with
himfelf, - and the fame tafte for fcience, he could
more eafily, at intervals, account fo him for his
whole ¢onduét, and introduce his mafter gradually
-into the knowledge of public bufinefs; and thus,
‘without tedinus conftraint or application, initiate
him in the fcience of government®. ™
+ Henry entered into all the views of Wolley ;
and finding no one fo capable of executing this plan
of adminiltration as the perfon who propofed it, he
foon advanced his favourite, from being the com-
panion of his pleafures, . to be a member of his
council';- and from being a member of his council,
te be his fole and abfolute minifter. By this rapid

# Cavendifh, p. 12. Stowe, p. 499.
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advancement and uncontrolled authority, the chas

e~ 1alter and genius of Wolfey hadfull opportunity
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to difplay itfelf. Infatiable in his acquifitions, but
ftill more magnificent in his expence: Of extenfiva
capacity, .but flill more unbounded enterprife:
Ambitious of power, but {till more defirous of
glory: Infinuating, engaging, perfuafive ; and, by
turns, lofty, elevated, commanding : Haughty to
his equals, but affable to his dependants ; oppref-
five to the people, but liberal to his friends ; more
generous than grateful ; lefs moved by injuries-than
by contempt ; he was framed o take the afcendant
in every intercourfe with others, but execrted this
fuperiority of nature with fuch oflentation as ex«
pofed him to envy, and made every one willing to
recal the otiginal infcriority, or rather meannsfs of
his fortune.

Tuz branch of adminiftration in which Henry
moit exerted himfelf, while he gave his entire con-
fidence to Wolley, was the military, whirh, as it
fuited the natural gallantry and bravery of his tem«
per,.as well as the ardour of his youth, was the
principal objet of his attention. Finding that
Lewis had made great preparations both by fea and
Iand to refift him, he was no lefs careful 1o levy a
tormidable army, and equip a confiderable Acet for
the invafion of I'runce. 'The command of the
flcet was entrufled to fir Edward Howard ; whe,
after {couring the channel for fome time, prefented
himfelf before Breft, where the French navy then
lay ; and he challenged them to a combat. The
French admiral, who expeed from the Mcditer
ranean a reinforcement of fome gallies under the
command of Prejeant de Bidoux, kept within the
harbour, and faw with patience the Englith burn
and deftroy the country in the neighbourhood. At
laft Prejeant arrived with- fix gallies, and put inte:
Conquet, a place within a few leagues of Brlf;ﬁ;

- - where
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‘wheéte he fecured himfelf behind fome batterles, € 1 A P
which he had planted on rocks that lay on each fide (o o,
of him. Howard was, notwithftanding, determined 1513,
to make an attack upon him; and as he had bat P25 |
two gallies, he took himfelf the command of one,
and gave the other to lord Ferrars. He was fol
lowed by fomie row-barges, and fome crayers under
the command of fir Thomas Cheyney, fir William
Sidney, and other officers of di({in&ion. He im-
-mediatély faftened on Prejeant’s thip, and leaped
on board of her, attended by one Carroz, a Spanith
cavalier, and feventeen Englilhmen. The cable,
meanwhile, which faftened his.thip to that of the
enemy, being cut, the admiral was thus left in the
hands of the French ; and as he ftill continued the
combat ‘with great gallantry, he was puihed over-
board by their -pikes*. Lord Ferrars, feeing the
admiral’s galley fall off, followed with the other
finall vefiels ; and the whole fleet was fo difconraged
by the lofs -of their commander, that they retired
frem before Breft!. The French ravy cathe out
of harbour ; and even ventured toinvade the coaft
of Suffex, 'Fhey were repulfed, and Prejeant, their
commandeér, loft an éye by the fhot of an'arrow,
Lord Howard, brother to the decerfed admiral,
futceeded to the command of the Englifh fleet.;
and little memorable pafled at fea during this
fummer. '

GreaT preparations had been making at land;
during the whole winter, for an invafion on France
by the way of Calais j; butthe {ummer was well ad-

"

¥ Tt was 2 maxim of Howard’s, that no admiral was good

for, auy thing, that was not even brave to a degree of madnels,

' A's the fea dervice requires much lefs plan and contrivance and

capacity ‘than the laud, ‘this maxim has great plaufibility and

‘sgpearance of truth: Though the fate” of Howard him[elf

~may fé1ve as a prooly that everthete courage ought to be teme

wpercd with difcretion. |

! Stowe; p. 491, Heérbert, Hollinglhed, p. 8:6.

a

vanced
v



432

CHAD
XXVIL
Nptromn, patue’

3513

BRISTORY OF ENGLAND.

vanced before every thing was in fuflicient readinefs
for the intended enterprife.  The long peace which
the kingdom had enjoyed, had fomewhat unfitted
the Englith for military expeditions 5 and the great
change which had lately been introduced in the art
of war, had rendered it ftill more diflicult to enure
them to the ufe of the weapons now cmployed in
attion. The Swifs, and after them the Spaniards,
had thown the advantage of a ftable infantry, who
fought with pike and {word, and were able to re-
pulfe even the heavy-armed cavalry, in which the
great force of the armies formerly confifted. The
pratice of fire-arms was become common 3 though
the caliver, which was the weapon now in ufe,
was fo inconvenient, and 4ttended with {o many
difadvantages, that it had not entirely difcredited
the bow, 2 weapon in which the Englith excelled
all European nations. A confiderable part of the
forces, which Henry levied for the invafion of
France, confifled of archers 3 and as foon as affairs
were in readinefs, the vanguard of the army,
amounnting to 80oo men, under the command of
the earl of Shrewibury, failed over to Calais.
Shrewfbury was accompanied by the earl of Derby,
the lords Fitzwater, Haftings, Cobham, and fir
Rice ap Thomas, captain of the light horfe. An-
other body of Gooo men {oon after followed under
the command of lord Herbert the chamberlain,
rattended by the earls of Northumberland and Kent,
the lords Audley and Delawar, together with Carew,
Curfon, and other gentlemen.

"Twur king himfelf prepared to follow with the
main body and rear of the army ; and he appointed
the queen regent of the kingdom during his abfence.
"That he might fecure her adminiftration from all
-difturbance, he ordeied Edmond de la Pole, estl
of Suffolk, to be beheaded in the Tower, the mds
bleman who had been attainted and impriforied

5. during
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during the late reign. Henry was led to commit c Ha P,
this ac of violence by the dying commands, as is _X¥VIL
imagined, of his father, who told him, that henever .4,
would be free from danger, while a man of fo tur-
bulent a difpofition as Suffolk was alive., And as
Richard de la Pole, brother of Suffolk, had accepted
of a command in the French fervice, and foolifhl
attempted to revive the York faction, and to infli-
gate-them againft the prefent government, he pro-
bably, by that means, drew more fuddenly the
king’s vengeance on this unhappy nobleman.

A laft Henry, attended by the duke of Bucking- joth june.
ham, and many others of the nobility, arrived at
Calais, and entered upon his French expedition,
from which he fondly expefted fo much fuccefs
and glory ™. Of all thofe allies on whofe affiftance
he relied, the Swifs alone fully performed their en-
gagements. Being put in motion by a fum of mo- iavaton of
ney fent them by Henry, and incited by their vic. Franee-
tories obtained in Italy, and by their animofity
againft France, they were preparing to enter that
kingdom with an army of twenty-five thoufand
men.; and no equal force could be oppofed to their
incurfion. Maximilian had received an advance of
120,000:crowns from Henry, and had promifed to
reinforce the Swifs with 8ooo men- -but failed in
his engagements, That he might make atonement
to the king, he himfelf appeared in the Low Coun-
tries, and joined the Englifh army with fome Ger-1
man and Flemifh foldiers, who were ufeful in giv-
ing an example of difcipline to Henry’s new levied
forces. Obferving the difpofition of the Englifh .
monarch to be more bent on glory than on in-
tereft, he inlifted himfelf in bis fervice, wore the
crofs.of 8f. George, and received pay, an hundred
crawns a day, as one of his fubjeéts and captains.

B Polyd. Virg, lib. 2z7. Belcarius, lib. 14
Vou. IIL, Ff But
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¢ # a P, But while he exhibited this extraordinary fpeQacle,

XXvIl,

1513

of an emperor of Germany ferving under a king of
England, he was treated with the highell refpeét by
Henry, and really direted all the operations of the
Englith army.

Brrork the arrival of Henry and Maximilian in
the camp, the earl of Shrewfbury and lord Herbert
had formed the fiege of Teroliane, a town fituated
on the frontiers of Picardy ; and they began to at-
tack the place with vigour. Teligni and Crequi com-
manded in the town, and had a garrifon not exceed-
ing two thoufand men; yet made they fuch ftout
refiftance as protratted the fiege a month ; and they
at laft found themfelves more in danger from want
of provifions and ammunition, than from the affaults
of the befiegers. Having conveyed intelligence of
their fituation to Lewis, who had advanced to
Amiens with his army, that prince gave orders to

1oth Avg, throw relief into the place. Fontrailles appeared at

Ratle of
Guit L

yate

the head of 8oo hotfemen, each of whom carried a
fack of gunpowder behind him, and two quarters
of bacon, 'With this fmall force he made a fud-
den and unexpeéted irruptioninto the Englith camp,
and, furmounting all refiflance, advanced to the
toffee of the town, where each horfeman threw
down his burden. They immediately returned at
the gallop, and were fo {ortunate as again to break
through the Englifh, and to fuffer little or no lofs in
«this dangerous attempt "

Bur the Englith had, foon after, full revenge
for the infult. Henry had received intelligence of
.the approach of the French horfe, who had ad-
yanced to protet another incurfien of Fontrailles ;
and he ordered fome troops to pifs the Lis, in
yrder to oppofe them. The eavalry ‘of France,
though they confifted chiefly of gentlemen who had

® 17ifl. de Chev, Bayad, chap. 57. Memoires de Belhi.
behaved
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Behaved with great gallantry in many delpetate ac- ¢ = a p.
tions in Italy, were, on fight of the enemy, feized  3¥XVIL
with fo unaccountable a panic, that they immediate. o
ly took to flight, and were purfued by the Englith,
The duke of Longueville, who commanded the
French, Bufi d’Amboife, Clermont, Imbercourt,
the chevalier Bayard, and many other officers of
diftinétion, were made prifoners®. This a&tion, or
rather rout, is fometimes called the battle of Guine-
gate, fram the place where it was fought ; but more
commenly the Baitle of Spurs, becaufe the French,
that day, made more ufe of their fpurs than of their
fwords or military weapons, .
AFTER fo confiderable an advantage, the king,
who was at the head of a complete army of above
50,000men, might have made incurfions to the gates
of Paris, and fpread confufion and defolation every
where. It gave Lewis great joy, when he heard
" that the Englifh, infiead of puthing their viGory,
and. attacking the difmayed troops of France, re-
turned to the fiege of fo inconfiderable a place as
Teroiiane. The governors were obliged, foon after,
to capitulate ; and Henry found his acquifition of -
{o- little moment, though gained at the expence of
fome blood, and what, in his prefent circumftances,
was more important, of much valuable time, that
he immediately demolithed the fortifications.* The
anxieties of the French were again revived with re.
gard to the motions of the Englith. The Swifs, at
the fame time Had entered Burgundy with a for-
. midable army, and laid fiege to Dijon, which was
in no condition to refift them. Ferdinand himfel_f, .
though he had made a truce with Lewis, feemed dif-
pofed to lay hold of every advantage which fortune
thould prefent to him. Scarcely ever was the French
menarchy in greater dangér, or lefs in a condition

P X1k {)

© Memgires de Bellai, liv.i. Polydore Virgil, liv. 27, H‘.'l'
lingthed, p. B3z, Ierbert. ;
fa to
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¢ # A P. (o defend itfelf againft thofe powerful armies, which
XXVIL on every fide affailed or threatened it. Even many
1553, of the inhabitants of Paris, who believed themlelves
expofed to the rapacity and violence of the enemy,
began to diflodge, without knowing what place

could afford them greater fecurity.

Bur Lewis was extricated from his prefent dif-
ficulties by the manifold blunders of his enemies.
The Swifs allowed themfelves to be feduced into a
negotiation by Fremoille, governor of Burgundy;
and, without making enquiry whether that noble.
man had any powers to treat, they accepted of the
conditions which he offered them. Tremoille, who
knew that he fhould be difavowed by his matfter, fti-
pulated whatever they were pleafed to demand, and
thought himfelf happy, at the expence of fome
payments and very large promifes, to get rid of fo
formidable an enemy?®.

"PHE meafures of Henry fhowed equal ignorance
in the art of war with that of the Swifs in nego.
tiation. Tournay was a great and rich city, which,
though it lay within the frontiers of Flanders, be.
longed to France, and afforded the troops of that
kingdom a paffage into the heart of the Ncther-
lands. Maximilian, who was defirous of freeing his
grandfon from fo troublefome a neighbour, advifed
1lenry to lay fiege to the place; and the Englifh
monarch, not confidering that fuch an acquifition

~ nowife advanced his conquefts in France, was fo
imprudent as to follow this interefted counfel. The
city of Tournay, by its ancient charters, being exa
- empted from the burthen of a gartifon, theburghers,
againlt the remonitrance of their fovereign, ftre-
nuoufly infifted on maintaining this dangerous pri-
vilege ; and they engaged, by themfelves, to make
a vigorous defence againt the enemy % Their ceu-

P Memoires du Marefchal de Flenranges, Bellaius, lib. !'t-m
4 Memoires de Fleuranges,

rage



rage failed them when matters came to trial; and c u a »,
after a few days fiege, the place was furrendered **¥VIk
to the Englith. The bithop of Tournay was fately 15y,
dead ; and, as a new bithop was already elefted 24 Sepre
by the-chapter, but not inflalled in his office, the

king' beftowed the adminiftration of the fee on his
favourite, Wolley, and put him in immediate pof

feflion of the revenues, which were confiderabler.
Hearing of the retreat of the Swifs, and obferving

the feafon to be far advanced, he thought proper to

retury to England ; and he carried the greater part

of his army with him. Succefs had attended him

in every enterprife; and his youthful mind was

much elated with this feeming profperity ; but all

men of judgment comparing the advantages of

his fituation with his progrefs, his expence with his
acquifitions, were convinced that this campaign, fo

much vaunted, was in reality both ruinous and
inglorious to him *

'THE fuccefs which, during this fummer, had at-
tended Henry’s arms in the north, was much more
decifive. The king of Scotland had affembled the
whole force of his kingdom ; and having paffed
the Tweed with a brave though a tumultuary army
of above 50,000 men, the ravaged thofe parts of
Northumberland which lay neareft that river, and
he employed himfelf in taking the caftles of Nor-
ham, Etal, Werke, Ford, and other places of fmall
importance. Ladv Ford being taken prifoner im
her caftle, was prefented to James, and fo gained
on the affeétions of the prince, that he wafted in
pleafure the critical time which, during the abfence
of his enemy, he fhould have employed in puthing
his conquefts. His troops, lying in a barren coun-
try, wheré they foon confumed all the provifions,
began to be pinched with hunger ;5 and, as the au-
_thority of the prince was feeble, and military difei--

* Strype’s Memorials, vol. i, p. 5,6, * Guicciardini.
Ffa ~pline,
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pline, duiing that age, extremely relaxed, many of
them had lolen from the camp, and retired home.
wards. Meanwhile the earl of Surrey, having col-
le@ed a force of 26,000 men, of which yooo had
been fent over from the king’s army in France,
marched to the defence of the country, and ap.
proached the Scots, who lay on fome high ground
near the hills of Cheviot. The river Till ran be-
tween the armies, and prevented an engagement:
Surrey, thercfore, lenta herald to the Scottifh camp,
challenging the enemy to defcend into the plain of
Milfield, which lay towards the fouth ; and there,
appointing a day for the combat, to try their valour
on equal ground. As he received no fatisfatory
anfwer, he made a feint of marching towards Ber.
wic ; as if he intended to enter Scotland, to lay
walte the borders, and cut off the provifions of the
encmy. The Scottith drmy, in order to prevent his
purpofe, put themfelves in motion 3 and baving {et
fire to the huts in which they had quartered, they
defcended from the hills. Surrey, taking advantage
of the fmoke, which was blown towards him,, and
which concealed his movements, pafled the Till
with his artillery and vanguard at the bridge of
Twilel, and fent the reft of his army to feek a ford
higher up the river.

AN engagement was now become inevitable, and
both fides preparcd foritwith tranquillity and order*s
.The Englith divided their army into two lines:
Lord Howard led the main body of the firft line, fit
Edmond Howard the right wing, fir Marmaduke
Lonftable the left. The earl o% Surrey, himfelf,
commanding the main body of the fecond line, lord
Dacres the right wing, fir Edward Stanley the left.
The front of the Scots prelented three divifions to
the enemy : The middle was led by the king hige
felf : "The right by the earl of Huntley, affifted l;y_'

t Buchaoan, Yib, 13. Diummond. Hehert., Polydoie
Virgil, lib. 37.« Stowe, p. 493. Paulus Jovius. . lotd
- . or
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lord Humé: The l¢ft by the éarls of Lenox and ¢ H A .

Argyle. A fourth divifion under the earl of Both-
wel, made 4 body of referve. Huntley began the
battle ; and after a fharp confli® put to flight the
left wing of the Inglifly, and chafed them off the
field : But, on returning from the purfuit, he found
the whole Scottith army in great diforders The
divifion under Lenox and Argyle, elated with the
fuccefs of the other wing, had brokent their ranks;
and, notwithftanding the remonftrances and entrea-
ties' of La Motte, the French ambaflador, "had
rufhed headlong upen the enemy. ‘Not only fir
Edmond Howard, at the head.of his divifion, re-
ceived them with great valour; but Datres, who
commanded in the fecond life, wheeling about dut-
ing -the aftion, fell upon their rear, and put them
to the fword without refiftance. The divifion under
“James, -and that-under Bothwel, animuted by the
valouy of their leadess, {ill made head agdint the
Englith, and throwing themfelves into a' circle,
protraéted the actien, .till night, feparated the coms
batants, . ‘The vitory feemed yet undecided, and
the rumbers that fell on each fide were nearly equal;
amopntitigto dbeve §ooo men: But the morning
difcovered where the -advantage lay. The Englifh
had loft only perfons of fuiall-note 3 but the lower
of the Scottrik nobility had fillen in battle, and their
king himf{elt;. after the moft dili%qrit- enguiry,, could.
mo, where be found, . In {fearching the feld, thg
Englith met with a dedd body. which refembled him,
and “was arrayed in a fimflar habit; and they put
it in 2 leaden coffin and-fent it to London. . During
fore time it was kept. unbiried y becaufe James
died under fentence of excommunication, on dce
couht -of his confederacy . with France, and his
oppofition to the holy fee*: But; upon Henry’s
application, who pretended that this prince had, in

.Bughanan, lib. 33, Haderts . .
Ffa the
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c u A r. the inftant before his death, difcovered figns of re.

XXvil,

1514,

1514

pentance, abfolution was given him, and his hody
was interred. The Scots, however, {till afferted
that it was not James’s body which was found on
the field of battle, but that of one Elphinfton, who
had been arrayed in arms refembling their king’s,
in order to divide the attention of the Englith, and
fhare the danger with his mafter. It was believed
that James had been feen croffing the Tweed at
Kelfo ; and fome imagined that he had been killed
by the vaffuls of lord Hume, whom that nobjeman
had infligated to commit fo enormous a crime. But
the populace entertained the opinion that he was flill
alive, and, having fecretly gone in pilgrimage to
the Holy Land, would foon return and take pof-
feflion of the throne. This fond conceit was long
entertained among the Scots.

Tue king of Scotland and woft of his chief
nobles being flain in the field of Flouden, fo this
battle was called, an inviting opportunity was offeted
to Henry of gaining advantages over that kingdom,
perhaps of reducing it to fubjection. But he dil-
covered, on this occafion, a mind truly great and
generous. When the queen of Scotland, Margaret,
who was created regent during the infancy of her
fon, applied for peace, he readily granted it; and
took compaflion of the helplefs condition of his fifter
and nephew. The earl of Surrey, who had gained
him fo great a vi€tory, was reftored to the title of
duke of Norfolk, which had been forfeited by his
father for engaging on the fide of Richard IIL
Lord Howard was honoured with the title of earl of
Surrey. Sir Charles Brandon the king’s favourite,
whom he had before created vifcount Lifle, was now
raifed to the dignity of duke of Suffolk, ® Wolfey,
who was both his favouritc and his minifter, was
created bithap of Lincoln, . Lord Herbert obtained
the title of ear] of Worcefter. Sir Edward Stanley
that of lord Mopteagle.

’ . TrouaH
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TroueH peace with* Scotlind gave Henry fecu. ¢ # a ».
rity on that {ide, and enabled him to profecute, in **VII-
tranquitlity, his enterprife againft France, - fome h:;f;—‘
other incidents had happened, which more than
counterbalanced this fortunate event, and ferved to
open his eyes with regard to the rathnefs of an un-
dertaking into which his youth and high fortune had
betrayed him. : .

* Lewrs, fully fenfible of the dangerous fituation
to which his kingdom had been reduced during the
former campaign, was refolved, by every expedient,
to prevent the return of like perils, and to break
the confederacy of his enemies. The pope was no-
wife difpofed to pufh the French to extremity; and,
provided they did not return to take pofleffion of
Milan, his interefls rather led him to prefetve the
balance among the contending parties. He ac-
cepted, therefore, of Lewis’s offer to renounce the
council of Lyons; and he took off the excommu-
nication which his predeceflfor and him/felf had ful-
minated againft that king and his kingdony. Fer-
dinand was now faft declining in years; and as he
entertained no farther ambition than that of keepin
pofleflion of Navarre, which he had fubdued by his
arms and policy, he readily hearkened to the pro-
pofals of Lewis for prolonging the -truce another
year; and he even fhewed an inclination of forming
a ‘more intimate connexion with that monarch.
Lewis ‘had dropt hints of his intention to marry
his fecond daughter Renée, either to Charles, prince
of Spain; or his brother Ferdinand, both of them
grandfons of the Spanifh rhonarch ; and he declared
his refolution of beftowing on her, as her portion, .
his ¢laim to the dutchy of Milan. Ferdinand not
only émbraced thefe propofals’ with joy; but alfo
emgaged the emperor, Maximilian, in the- fame
. Wews, and procured his scceffion to a treaty, which
openedfo inviting 2 profpe& of aggrandifing their
common grandchildren, ‘
SVHEN
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In confequence of this treaty, Mary was fent
over to France with a fplendid retinue, and Iewis
met her at Abbeville, where the elpoufnls were
celebrated. He was enchanted with the beauty,
grace, and numerous accomplifhments of the young
princefs; and, being naturally of an amorous dif-
pofition, which his advanced age had not entircly
cooled, he was feduced into fuch 2 courfe of gaiety
and pleafure, as proved very unfuitable to his de-
clining flate of health?, He died in lefs than three
months after the marriage, to the extreme regret of
the French nation, who, fenfible of his tender con-
cern for their welfare, gave him, with one voice,
the honourable appellation of father of his people.

Francrs, doke of Angouleme, a youth of one
and twenty, who had married Lewis’s eldeft daugh-
tet, fucceeded him on the throne; and, by -his
adtivity, valour, generofity, and other virtues, gave
prognoftics of a happy and glorious reign. This
young monarch had been extremely ftruck with the
charms of the Englith princefs ; and, even during
his predeceflor’s lifetime, had paid her fuch afli-
duous court, as made fome of his friends apprehend
that he had entertained views of gallantry towards
ber. But being warned that, by indulging this
paffion, he might probably exclude himfelf from the
throne, he forbore all farther addrefles ; and even
watched the young dowager with a very careful eye
during the firft months of her widowhood. Charles
Brandon, duke of Suffolk, was, at that time, in
the court of France, the moft comely perfonage of
his time, and the mofl accomplithed in all the exer-
ciles which were then thought to befit a courtier
and a foldier. He was Henry’s chief favourite ; and
that monarch had even once entertained thGughrs of
marrying him to his fifter, and had given indule
gence to the mutual paffiop which took place be-

Y Brantome Eloge de Louis XII,
2 tween
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tween them. The queen afked Suffolk, whether C K A P

XXVIL

he had now the courage, without farther refleftion, == ~w

to efpoufe her? And fhe told him, that her brother
would more eafily forgive him for not afking his
confent, than for alting contrary to his orders.
Suffolk declined not fo inviting an offer ; and their
nuptials were fecretly celebrated at Paris. Francis,
who was pleafed with this marriage, as it prevented
Henry from forming any powerful alliance by
means of his fifter %, interpofed his good offices in
appeafing him: And even Wolley, having enter-
tained no jealoufy of Suffolk, who was content to
participate in the king’s pleafures, and had no am-
bition to engage in public bufinefs, was adtive in
reconciling the king to his fifter and brother-in-
law ; and he obtained them permiffion to return to
Fngland.
% Petrus de Angleria, Epift. 544

1515,
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N OTE S

TO THE
THIRD VOLUME.

NOTE [AD, p.- 4.
IN the fifth year of the king the commons complained of the

government about the king's perfon, hic court, the exceffive
uumber of bis fervants, %' the abufes in the Ghancery, King's
Benchy, Common Pleas, Exchequer, and of grievous oppreffions
in the country, by the great multitudes of maintainers of guarrels
(men linked in confedcracics together), wvho bebaved then.-

Jedves Like kings in the country, fo as there awas very little lazv or
righty and of the other things which they faid awere the caufe of
the late conninotions under Wat Tyler. Parl. Hift, vol. i. p. 365.
"This irrcgular government, which no king and no houfe of
commons had been able to remedy, was the fource of the
licentioufnefs of the grear, and turbulency of the people, as
well as tyranny of the princes. If fubjeéts would enjoy
liberty, and kings fecurity, the laws muft be exccuted.

In the ninth of this reign the commons alfo difcovered an
accuracy and a jealoufy of hiberty which we fhould little ex-
peék in thofe rude times. -¢¢ It was agreed by parliament,?
{fays Cotton, p. 309. ¢ that the fubfidy of waols, wool fells,
¢ and fkins, granted to the king until the time of Mid-
s fummer then enfuing, fhould ceafe from the fame time
¢ unto the feaft of St. Yeter ad wincula; for that thereby
s¢ the king fhould be interrupted for claiming fuch grant 2s
« due.” Jee alfo Cotton, p. 198.

NOTE [B], p. i6.

KNY‘GHTON, p- 2715, &c. Thefamecauthor, p. 2680,
E tells us, that the hing, in retern to the meilage, faid;
that- he would not, for their defire, remove the'meaneit

. feullion
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" feullion from his kitchen. This author alfo tells us, that the

Ling faid to the commiflioners, when they harangued him,
that he faw his fubjets were rebellious, and his befl way
would be to call in the king of France to his aid, But itis
plain thatall thefc {peeches were either intendedby Knyght-
on merely.as an ornament to his hiftory, or are falfe. For
(1) When the five lords accufe the king’s minifters in the
next parliament, and impute to them every rath action of
the king, they fpeak nothing of thefe replies which are fo
ubnoxious, were fo recent, and are pretended to have been
fopublic. (2) The king, fo far from having any con-
nexions at that time with France, was threatened with a
dangerous invafion from that kingdom. This ftory”feems
to have been taken from the reproaches afterwards thrown
out againft him, and to have been transferred by the hifto-
rians to this time, to which they cannot be applied.

NOTE [C}, p. 2r1.

WE muft except the 12th article, which accufes Brem-

bre of having cut off the heads of twenty-two prifon-~
ers, confined for felony or debt, without warrant or pro-
cefs of law. But, asit is not conceivable what intereil
Brembre could have to treat thefe felons and debtors in fuch
a manncr, we may prefume that the fact js either falfe, or
mifreprefented. It was in thefe mens power to fay any
thing againft the perfons accufed: No defence or apology
was admitted : All was lawlefs will and pleafure.

They are alfo accufed of defigns to murder the lords: Bus
thefe accufations either are general, or deflroy one another.
Sometimes, as in article 15th, they intend to murder them
by means of the mayor and city of London: Sometimes, as
in article 28th, by trial and falfe inquefts : Sometimes, as in
article 28th, by means of the king of France, who was to
receive Calais for his pains.

NOTE [D}, p. 23.

]N general, the patliament in thofe days never paid a pré-
per regard to Edward’s ftatute of treafons, though one of
the moft advantageous laws for the fubje that has ever
been enacted.  In.the 17th of the king, the dukes of Lan-

caffer
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cafter and Glocefler complain to Richard that fir Thomas Talbat,
‘with others of bis adberents, confpired the death of the faid dukes
$n divers paris of Chefbire, as the fame was confeffed and well
known ; and praying that the parliament may judge of the fauit.
W hereupon the king and the lords in the parliament judged the
Jume faét to be open and bigh treafon : And hereupon they award
tavo awrits,  the one to the fheriff of York, and the other to the
Jheriffs of Derby, to take the body of the faid fir Thomas, re-
turnable in the fgz'ng’: Bench inthe month of Eafter then enfuing.
And apen proclamation was made in Wefiminfler ball, that upon
the fheriff's veturn, and at the next coming in of the faid fir
Thomas, the faid Thomas fbould be conviied of treafon, and in-
cur thedofs and pain of the fame : And all fuch as _/{ould receive
bim after the proclamation, fbould incur the fame loft and pain.
Cotton, p. 354. It is to be obferved, that this extraordinary
judgment was pafled in a time of tranquillity. Though
the ftatute itfelf of Edward IlL referves a power to the
parliament to declare any new {pecies of trealon, it is not
to be fuppofed that this power was referved to the houfe
of lords alone, or that men were to be judged by a law
ex poff fadlo. At leaft, if fuch be the meaning of the claule,
it may be affirmed that men were at that time very igno-
rant of the firft principles of law and juftice.

NOTE [E], p. 30.

IN the preceding parliament the commors had. thewn 2
difpofition very complaifant to the king ; yet there hap-
pened an incident in their proceedings which is curious,
and fhews us the ftate of the houfe during that period.
The menibers were either country gentlemen or mercharits,
who were affernbled for a few days, and weré entirely un~
acquainted with bufinefs ; fo that it was eafly to lead them
aftray, and draw them into votes and refolutions very dif-
ferent from their intention. Some petitions concerning thg
fiate of the nation were voted; in which, among other
things, the houfe recommended frugality to the king; and
for that pyrpofe defired that the court fhould not be fo
much frequented as forierly by Jifbops and Jadies. The
kimg .was difpleafed with this freedom: The commons
very humbly ctaved pardon: He was not fatisfied unlefs
*they would name the mover of the petitions. It happen-
Vor. I . Gg ed
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ed to be one Haxey, whom the parliament, in order (0.
make atonement, condemned for this offence to dic the.
death of a traitor.  But the king, at the defire of the arch~
bifhop of Canterbury and the prelates, pardoned him.
When a parliament i thofe times, not agitated by any
faflion, and being at entire {rcedom, could be guilty of
fuch monftrous cxiravagance, it is eafy to judge what
might be expected from them in more trylug fituations.
See Cotton’s Abridg. p. 361, 362.

NOTE [T}, p. 43.

TO fhew how little credit is to be given to this tharge
againft Richard, we may obferve, that a law, in the
13 Edw. IIL had been enacted againft the continuance of
fherifls for more than onc year : But the inconvenience of
changes having afterwards appeared from experience, the
commons, in the twenticth of this king, applied by pe-
tition, that the {fherifls might be continued ; though that
petition had not been enacted into a ftatute, by reafon of
other difagreeable circumftantes which attended it.  Sce
Cotton, p. 361. It was certainly a very moderate exercife
of the difpenfing power in the king to continue the fheriifs;
after he found that.that praclice would be acceptable to his
fubjects, and had been applicd for by one houfe of parlia-
ment: Yet is this made an article of charge againft him by
the prefent parliament. See art. 18. Walfingham fpeakin
of a period early in Richard's minority, fays, But what do
acls of parliament fignify, when after ihey ave made they take
no Lffé)’ s fince the king, By the advive of the privy council,
lakes upon bim to altery or wholly [fot afidey all lga_/é things
qubich by general confent bad been ordained in parliament ? 1{
“Richard therefore, exercifed the difpenfing power, he was
warranted by the examples of his uncles and grandf{ather,
and, indeed, of all his predeceflors from the time of
Henty I inclufive, : .
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NOTE [G], p. 52.

THE following paffage in Cotton’s Abridgement, p. 196,
fhows aftrange prejudice againftthe church and church-
men: Thé commons afterwards 'mmz'f_zg into the parliament,
and making their proteflation, fhewed, that for avant of good
redrefs about the king's perfon, in bis boufekold, in all bis
courts, touching maintainers in every ounty,” and purveyors,
the comsnons were daily pilled, and nothing defonded againft the
enemy, and that it fhould fhortly deprive the king, and undo the
Sate.  Whersfore, in the fame government they entively vequire
redrels,  Whereupan the king appointed fundry bifbops, Jords,
and nobles, to fit in privy-council about thefe maiters: Who,
Jince that they muft begin at the head, and go at the requeft of
the commons, they, in the prefence of the king, charged bis con-
Jelfor not to come into the cowrt but upon the four principal
Jeflivals.' We fhould little expeét that a popifh privy-coun-
cil, in order to preferve the king’s morals, thould order his
confeffor to be keptat a diftance from him, This incident
happened in the minority of Richard. As the popes had
for a long time refided at Avignon, and the majority of the
facred college were Frenchmen, this circumftance naturally
increafed the averfion of the nation to the papal power:
But the prejudice againft the Englifh clergy cannot be ac-
counted for from that caufe.

NOTE [H]); p. 223.

T HAT we may judge how aibitrary a court that of the
A conftable of England was, we may perufe the patent,
granted to the earl of Rivers in this reign, as it is'to ke
found in Spelman’s Gloffaxy in verb. Conflabuloriusy as
alfo, more fully in Rymer, vol. xi. p. 581, Here is 2

claufe of it: - Ef ulterius de uberiovi gratia noftra eident comitr -

de Rivers plenam potefiatem damus ad cognofcendum & proce-
dendum, in omnibus ¥ fingulis caufis &5 negotiis, de et fuper
crimine lefe majeffatis feu fuper accafione caterifque caufis,
quibufeunque_per prafatum comitem de Rivers, ut conftabu-
larium Anglie—que in curvia conflabularii Anglie b antiguo,

o ViZe tempore dick domini Gadiclme mzqugﬂari.r_, j?u aliguo tem= .
pove citva trafturiy audiviy examinari, aut decid; confuieverant,

aut jure debuerant, aut debent, coufafqug et pegotia predicla
. Gga ‘ . cum

45K



2

NOTES TO THE THIRD VOLUME.

cums omnibus et fingulis emergentibus, incidentibus & connexir,
audiendum, examinandum, o fine debito terminandum, etiam
fummaric et de ptano, fine firepitu et figura jullitie, fola
fa&ti veritate infpecta, ac etiam manu regia, fi opportunum
vifiem fuerit eidem comiti de Rivers, vices nofiras, appellatione
vemota. The office of conftable was perpetual in the mo.
narchy; its jurifdi€tion was not limited to times of war,
as appears from this patent, and as we learn from Spell.
man: Yet its authority was in dirc€t contradi@ion to Mag-
na Gharta; and it isevident thatno segular liberty could fub-
fft with it. It involved a full diéatori.\l power conti-
nually {ubfifting in the ftate. The ouly check on the
crown, befides the want of force to fupport allits preroga~
tives, was, that the office of conflable was commonly either
hereditary or during life 5 and the perfon invefted with it
was, for that reafon, not fo proper an inftiament of arbi.
trary power in the king. Accordingly the office was fup.
preffed by Henry VIIL the moft arbitrary of all the Eng-

+ lith princes. The pradlice, however, of exercifing martial

law ftilt fubfified ; and was not abolithed till the Petition
of Right under Charles I This was the epoch of true
liberty, confirmed by the Reftoration, and enlarged and fe-
cured by the Revolution.

NOTE ), p. 234.
W E thall give an inftance : Almoft all the hitorians,

¢ven Comines, and the continuator of the annals of
Crovland, affert that Edward was about this time taken
prifoner by Clarcnce and Warwic, and was commirted to
the cuftody of the archbifhop of York, brother to the earl;
but being allowed to take the diverfion of hunting by this
relate, he made his e{cape, and afterwards chafed the re-
gels out of the kingdom. But that all the ftory is falfe, ap-
pears from Rymer, where we find that the king, through-
“out all this period, continually exercifed his authority, and
never was interrupted in his government. On the 7th of
March 1470 he gives a commiffion of array to Clarence,
whom he then imagined a good fubjeét ; and on'the 23d of
the fame month we find him iffuing an order for apprg-
heénding him. Befides, in the king’s manifcfto againft the
duke and ear] (Clauf, 1o, Edwatd IV. m. 7, 8.), where he
snumcrates all their treafons, he nentions no fuch fa%;
' ~ T8
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He does not fo much as accufe them of exciting young
‘Welles’s rebellion: He only fays that they exhorted him to
continue in his rebellion. = We may judge how {maller
facts will be mifreprefented by hiftorians, who can in the
moft material tran{a&ions miftake fo grofsly. There may
even fome doubt arife with regard to the propofal of mar-
riage made to Bona of Savoy ; though almoft all the hifto-
Tians concur in it, and the g\& be verylikely in itfelf ; Fos
there are no traces in Rymer of any fuch embafly of Ware
wic’s to France. "The chief certainty in this and the pre-
ceding reign arifes either from public records, or from the
notice taken of certain paflages by the French hiftofians.
On the contrary, for fome centuries after the conqueft

the French hiftory is not complete without the affiftance of

Englilh authors. 'We may conje€ture that the reafon of
the fcarcity of hiftorians during this period was the deftruce
tion of the convents, which enfued fo foon after: Copies
of the more recent hiftorians not being yet fufficiently dif-
perfed, thefe hiftories have perifhed.

NOTE [K], p. 274-

SIR Thomas More, who has been followed, or rather

tranferibed, by all the hiftorians of this thort reign,
{ays, that Jane Shore had fallen into conneétions with lord
Haftings ; and this account agrees beft with the courfe of
the events : But in a proclamation of Richard's, to be found
in Rymer, vol. %ii. p. 204. the marquis of Dorfet is re~
proached with thefe conne@ions. This reproach, how-
ever, might have been invented by Richard, or founded
only on popular rumour ; and is not fufficient to overba-
lance the authority of fir ‘Thomas More. The proclama-
tion is remarkable for the hypocritical purity of mannefs
affefted by Richard: This blogdy and treacherous tyrant
upbraids the marquis and others with their gallantrics and
intrigues as the moft terrible enormities,

NOTE (L], p. 297

~VERY one that bas peyufed the ancient monkith wris
'E‘ ters knows, that however barbarous their awn ftyle,
tliey are full of allufions to the Latin claffics, efpecially the

Gg3 poets,

»
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poets. There {eems alfo, in thofe middle ages, to have re.
mained many ancient booksthat are now loft. Malmcibury,
who flourithed in the reign of Henry I and king Stephen,
quotes Livy’s defcription of Ceefar’s paffage over the Rubi-
con. Fitz-Stephen, who lived in the reign of Henry II al-
ludes to a pzffage in the larger hiftory of Salluft, In the
colleftion of letters, which pafles under the name of Tho-
mas a Becket, we fee how familiar all the ancient hiflory
and ancient books were to the more ingenious and more
dignified churchmen of that time, and confequently how
much that order of men muft have furpafled all the other
members of the fociety. That prelate and his friends call
each other philofophers in all the courfc of their corref~
pondence, and confider the reft of the world as funk in
total ignorance and barbarifm,

NOTE [M], p. 383.

S TOWE, Baker, Speed, Biondi, Hollingfhed, Bacon,
Some late writers, particularly Mr. Carte, have doubted
whether Perkin were an impoftor, and have even afferted
him to be the true Plantagenet, But to rcfute this api-
nion, we need only refle€l on the following particulars;
(z-) Though the circumftances of the wars between the
two rofes be, in general, involved in great obfeurity, yet
is there a moft luminous ray thrown on all the tranfuétious
during theufurpation of Richard, and the murder ofthe two
young princes, by the narrative of fir Thomas More, whofe
fingular magnanimity, probity, and judgment, makehim an
evidence beyond all exception! No hiftorian, either of an-
cient or modern times, can poflibly have more weight : He
ay alfo be juftly efteemed 2 contemporary with regard ta
the murder of the two princes: For thou gh he was but five
years of age when that event happened, he lived and was
cducafed among the chief aftors during the period of
Richard: And itis plain, from his narrative itfclf, which
is often extremely circumftantial, that he had the particu
lars from the eye-witnefles themlelveg: His rauthority,
therefore, is irrcfittible; and fufficient to overbalance a
hundred little doubts and {cruples and objections. For n
reality his narrative is liable td’ no folid objettion, nor i
there any miftake deteQled init. He fays, indeed, that the
" protector’s

*
»
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proteor’s partifans, particularly Dr. Shaw, {pread abroad
rumours of Edward IV.s: pre-contradt with Elivabeth
Lucy 5 whereas it now. appears from record; that the par-
liament afterwards declared the king’s children illegitimate,
on pretence of his pre-contract with Lady Eleanor Talbot.
But it muft be remarked, that neither of thefe pye-contraéts
was'ever {o much as attempted to be proved : And why
might not the protector’s flatterers and partifans have made
ufe fometimes of one falfe rumour, fometimes of anather?
Sir Thomas More mentions the one rumour as well ag the
other, and treats them both lightly, as they deferved. It
is alfo thought incredible by Mr. Carte, that Dr. Shaw
thould have been encouraged by Richard to calumniate
openly his mother the dutchefs of York, with.whom that
prince lived in good terms. But if there be any difficulty
in this fuppofition,.'we need only fuppofe that Dr. Shaw
might have concerted, in general, his fermon with the
protector or his minifters, and yet have chofen himfelf the
particular topics, and chofen them very foolifhly. This
appears, indeed, to have been the cafe, by the difgrace
into which he fell afterwards, and by the prote€or’s ne-
glect of him. (2 If fir Thomas’s quality of contempo-
rary be difputed with regard to the duke of Glocefter’s
protectorate, it cannot poffibly be difputed with regard to
Perkin’s impofture : He was then a man, and had a full
opportunity of knowing and examining and judging of the
truth, In.aflerting that the duke of York was murdered
by his uncle, he certainly afferts, in the molt exprefs terms,
that Perkin who perfonated him was an impoftor.-
(3) There is another: gréat genius who hds *carefully
treated this point of hiftory; fo.great-a genius'as'to be
" efteemed with juftice one of the chief ornaments of the na-
tion, and indeed one of the moft fublime writers that ang
age or nation has praduced.’ ‘It islord Bacon I mean,
who has related at full length, and without the leaft doubt’
or hefitation, all the impoftures of Perkin Warbee. - If it
be objeCted, that lord Bacon was no contempotary, and'
that we have the fame materials as he upon which to form
our judgmgnt ;3 it muft be remarked, that lerd Bacon
plainly compofed his elaborate and exaét hiftory from miny
rezords and papers which are now loft,” and that, confe--
.quently, he is always to beacited .as an original hiftorian.
** It were very ftrange, if Mr. Carte’s opinion were juil,
that among all the papers which lord Bacon perufed, he
‘ G g4 ° . hever
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sever found any reafon to fulpefl Perkin to be the true
Plantagenet. ‘There was at that time no intereft in de.
faming Richard III, DBacon, befides, is a very unbiafled
hiftorian, nowife partial to Henry : We know the detail of
that prince’s oppreflive government from him alone. It
may only be thought, that in fumming up his charaérer,
he has laid the colours of blame more {aintly thau the very
facts he mentions feem to require. Lt me remark, in
pafling, as a fingularity, how much Englith hiftory hag
been beholden to four great men, who have poflefled the
higheft dignity in the law, More, Bacon, Clarendon, and
Whitlocke, (4) But if contemporary evidence be fo much
fought after, there may in this cafe be produced the ftrong-
cft and moft undeniable in the world. ‘The qucen-dowager,
her fon the marquis of Dorfet, a man of excellent unders
ftanding, fir Edward Woodville, her brother, fir Thomas
St. Leger, who had married the king’s filler, fir John
Dourchicr, fir Robert Willoughby, fir Giles Daubeney,
fir Thomas Arundel, thc Comtneys, the Cheneys, the
"L'albots, the Stanleys, and in a word, all the partifans of
the houfe of York, that is, the men of chief dignity in the
nation; all thefe great perfons were fo affured of the murder
of the two princes, that they applicd to the earl of Rich-
mond, the mortal enemy of their party and family ; they
projected to fut him on the throne, which muft have been
utter ruin to them if the princes were alive; and they {li-
pulated to marry him to the princels Elizabeth, as heir to
the crown, who in that cale was no heir at all, Had each
of thofe perfons writtenthe memoirsof hisown times, would
he not have faid that Richard murdered his nephews?
Or would their pen bea better declaration than their ations
of their real fentiments 2 (5) But we have another con-
tgmporaryauthority flill better than eventhefe greatperfons,
fo much interefted to know the truth: Itis that of Richard
himfelf: e projefted to marry his niece, a very unufual

.. alliance in England, in ovder to unite her title with his own,

He knew, therefore, her title to be good 1 For as to the des
daration of her illegitimacy, as it went upon no proof, or
even pretence of proof, 1t wus always regarded with the ut-
moft conterapt by the nation, and wag confidered as one of
thofe parliamentary tran{afions fo frequent in that period,
which were fcandalous in them{elves, and had no manner
of authority. It was even fo much defpifed as nét to be
reverfed by parliament, after Hepry and Elizabeth were on

. the
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the throne. (6) We have allo, 23 contemporary evidence,
the univerfal eftablithed opinion of the age, both abroad and
athame. This point was regarded as fo uncontroverted,
that when Richard' notified his aceeffion to the court of
France, that court was ftruck with horror at his abomina-
ble parricide, in murdering both His nephews,.as Philipde
Comines tells us; and this fentiment went to fuch an une
ufual height, that, as we learn from the fame author, the
court would not make the leaft.reply to him. (7) The
fame reafons which convinced that age of the parricide
ftill fubfift,and ought to carry the moft undoubted evidence
to us; namely, the very circumftance of the fudden difap.
pearznce of the princes from the Tower, and their appear.
ance no where elfe.  Lvery one fuid, zhey bave not efeaped
Jrom their uncle, for be makes no fearch after them: He has
#at conveyed them elfenvhere : Tov st is bis bufinefs to declare fo,
in arder ¥o vemove the imputation of murder from himfelf. He
never awould needlefily fubjelt bimfelf to the infamy and danger
of being eficemed a parricide, awithout acquiring the fecurity
attending that crime. They were in his cuflody; He is anfwers
alble for them : If he gives no account of them, as he bas a plain
intoreff in their death, he muft, by every rule of common fenfe,
be regarded as the murdever. His flagrant ufurpation, as welf
as bis other .treacherous and cruel aftions, makes no better be
expeled from bim.w He conld not fay, avith Cain, that he was
- pot bis nephenws’ keeper. T his reafoning, which was irre-
fragable at the very firlt, became every day ftronger, from
Richard’s continued filence, and the general and total igno-
rance of the place of thefe princes’ abode. Richard’s rei%n'
lafted about two years beyond this period ; and furely he
could not have found a better expedient for difappointing
the earl of Richmond’s projeéts, as well as jultifying his
own charatter, than the producing of his nephews. (8)
it were neceffary, amidft this blaze of evidence, to pro-
duce proofs, which inany other cafe would have been re-
garded as confiderable, and would have carried great vy~
Lidity with them, I might mention Dighton and Tyrrel's
account of the tiurder. This laft gentleman efpecially
was not likely to fubje&t himfelf to the reproach of {o
great 2 crime, by an impofture which it appears did not
atquire him the favour of Henry. (o) The duke of York,
being a boy of nine yearo of age, could not have made
his efcape without the afliftance of fome elder perfons.
Would 'jt .nat have been their chief goncern inftantly to

I convey
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//c{mvcy intelligence of fo great an event 1o his mother the
queen dowager, to his aunt the dutchels of Burgundy,
and to the other friends of the family? The dutchely
prote€ted Simnel 5 a projel which, had it been fuccefs«
ful, muft have ended in the crowning of Warwic, and
the exclufion of the duke of York! This, among many
other proofs, evinces that fhe was ignorant of the efcape
of that prince, which is impoflible had it been real.
(10) The total filence with regard to the perfons who
aided him in his efeape, as alfo with regard to the place of
his abede during more than eight years, is a {ufficient
proof of the impofture. (11) Perkin’s own account of
his efcape is incredible and abfurd. He faid that*mur-
derers were employed by his uncle to kill him and his
brother : They perpetrated the crime againft his brother ;
but took compaffion on him, and allowed him to efcape.
‘T his account is contained in all the hiflorians of that age.
{12) Perkin himfelf made a full confeflion of his im-
pofture no lefs than three times; once when he furren-
dered himfelf prifoner, a fecond time when he was fetin
the ftocks at Cheapfide and Weltminiter, and a third time,
which carrics undoubted evidence, at the foot of the gib-
‘et on which he was hanged. Not the leaft furmife that
the confeflion had ever been procurcd.by torture: And
furely the laft time he had nothing farther to fear.
(13) Had not Hem;y been aflured that Perkin was a ridi-
culous impoftor, difavowed by the whole nation, he never
would have allowed him to live an hour after he came into
his power ; much lefs would he have twice pardoned him.,
His treatment of the innocent eail of Warwic, who in
reality had no title to the crown, is a fuflicient confirma-
tion of this reafoning. (14) We know with certainty
whence the whole impofture came, namely, from:the in-
trigues of the dutchefs of Burgundy: She had before
acknowledged and fupported Lambert Simnel, an avowed

- impoftor. It is remarkable that Mr. Carte, in order to

" preferve the weight of the dutchefs’s teftimony in favour

of Perkin, {upprefles entirely this material fa&: A ftrong

effe& of party prejudices, and this author’s defirg of black-
ening Henry VIIL. whole hereditary title to the crown was
defettive, (15) There never was at that time any evik
dence or thadow of evidence praduced of Perkin’s identit

with Richard Plantagenet. Richard had difappeared:
when near nine yegrs of age, and Perkin did not appeaxlz‘

. i ti’l
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till he was a man.  Could any one from his afpedt pre-
tend then to be fure of the identity? He had got fome
floric® concerning Richard’s childhood, and the court of
Englahd : But all that it was neceffary for'a boy of nine
to yemark or remember, was eafily fuggefted to him by
the dutchefs of Burgundy, or Frion, Henry’s feeretary,
or by any body that had ever lived at court. It is true,
many perfons of note were at firft deccived; but the dif
contents again{t Henry’s government, and the general en-
thufiafm for the houfe of York, account fufficiently for
this temporary delufion. Every body’s eyes were opened
long before Perkin’s death. (16) The circumftance of
finding the two dead bodies in the reign of Charles II,
is not ferely indifferent. ‘They werc found in the very
place which More, Bacon, and other ancient anthors, had
afligned as the place of interment of the young ptinces:
The bones correfponded, by their fize, to the age of the
princes : The fecret and irregular place of their interment,
not being in holy ground, proves that the boys had been
fecretly murdered: And in the Tower no boys but thofe
who-are very nearly related to the crown can be expofed
to a viclent death : If we compare all thefe circumftances,
we fhall find that the inference is jult and firong, that
they were the bodies of Edward the Fifth and his bro-
ther ; the very inference that was drawn at the time of
the difcovery. '

Since the publication of this Hiflory, Mr. Walpole hbas
publifbed his Hiftoric Doubts concerning Richard 111 No-
thing can be a fironger progf how ingenious and agreeable that
geritleman’s pen is, than bis being able to make an inguiry con=
cerning a remote point of Englifh biftory, an objedt of general
aonverfation. The foregeing nate bas been enlavged on account
of that performance. - *

NOTE [N], p. 397

ROT. Parl. 3 H. VIL n. 17, The preamble is re-
markable, and thows the ftate of the nation at that
time. ¢ The king, our fovereign lord, remembereth how
% by our ynlawful maintenances, giving of liveries, figns
v*¢and tokens, retainders by indentires, promifes, oaths,
¢ writings, and other embraceries of his fubjects, untrue
# demeanings of fheriffs in making pauncls; and untrue

' “Sreturns
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veturns by taking money, by juries, &c. the policy of
> this nation 1s moft fubdued.,® It muft indeed be con-
fefled, that fuch a ftate of the country required grert dif-
cretionary power in the fovereign ;3 nor will the. fame
maxims of government fuit fuch a rude people, that ma
be proper.n a morc advanced ftage of focicty. The
eftablithment of the Star-chamber, or the enlargement of
its power in the reign of Henry VII, might have hecn as
wile as the abolition of it in that of Charles I.

NOTE {037, p- 400.

THE duke of Northumberland has latcly printed a
houfehold book of an old earl of that family who
lived at this time: The author has been favoured with
the perufal of it; and it contains many curious particu-
lars, which mark the manners and way of living in that
rude, not to fay barbarous, age ;5 as well as the prices of
commodities. I have extralted a few of them from that
piece, which gives a true pi€ture of ancient manners, and
is one of the moft fingular monuments that Englith an-
tiquity affords us: For we may be confidrnt, however
rude the firokes, that no baron’s family was on a nobler
or more fplendid footing. The family confifts of 166
perfons, mafters and fervants : Fifty-feven ftrangers are
reckoned upon every day: On the whole 223. ‘Two-
pence halfpenny are fuppofed to be the daily expence of
cach -for meat, drink, and firing., 7T his weuld make a
groat of our prefent money: Suppofing provifions be-
tween three and four times cheaper, it would be equiva-
lent to fourteen-pence : No great fum for a nobleman’s
houfe-keeping ; efpecially confidering, that the chief ex-~
pence of a family at that time confifted in meat and
drink : For the fum allotted by the earl for his whole an-
nual expence is 1118 pounds {eventeen thillings and eight-
pence; meat, drink, and firing coft 796 pounds eleven
thillings and two-pence, more than two thirds of the
whole : In a modern family it is not aboye a thérd, p. 157,
3158, 159. The whole expence of the earl’s family is
managed with an exatinefs that is very rigid, and, if we
make no allowance for anciCnt manners, fuchﬁ as mdy-,
fcem to border on an extreme; infomuch, that the num-
ber of pigces which muft be cut out of every quarter c;_f
~ bee a
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Jbecf, mutjon, pork, veal, nay ftoek fifh and faln:on, are
determined, and muft be entered and accounted for by
the diffyrent clerks appointed for that purpofe: If a fer«
vant bgablent a day, his mefs is firuck off: If he go on
my lord’s bufinefs, board wages ar¢ allowed him, eight-
pence a«day. for his journey in winter, five-pence in {fuma
mer : When he ftays in any place, two-pence’ a-day are
allowed him, befide the maintainance of his horfe. Some-
what above a'quarter of wheat is allowed for every month
throughout ‘the year; and the wheat is eftimated at five
fhillings and eight-pence a quarter. Two hypdred
and fifty quarters of malt are allowed, at four fhil-
lings 2 quarter: Two hogfheads are to be made
of a quarter ; which amounts to.about a bottle and
a third of beer a~day to each perfon, p. 4. and the
beer will not be very ftrong. One hundred and nine fat
beeves are to be bought at Allhallow-tide, at thirteen fhil«
lings and four-pence a-piece: And twenty-four lean
beeves to be bought at St. Helens at eight fhillings a-piece:

Thefe are to be put into the paftures to feed ; and are to-

ferve from Mid{ummer to Michaelmas 3 which is confe-
quently the only time that the family eats frelh beef :
During all the reft of the year they live on falted meat,
p- 5+ One hundred and fixty gallons of muftard are al«
lowed in a year; which feems indeed requifite for the
falt beef, p. 18. Six hundred and forty-leven fheep are
allowed, at twenty-pence a-piece ; and thefe feem alfo to
be all eat fulted, except between Lammas and Michael-
mas, p. §. Only twenty-five hogs are allowed af two
fhillings a-piece; twentyseight veals at twenty-pences
forty lambs at ten-pence or a thilling, p. 7. Thelc _fecn:
to be referved for my lord’s table, or that of the upper
fervants, called the knights’ table. The other fervants,
as they eat fulted meat almoft through the whele year, and
with fyew or no vegetables, had a very bad and unhealthy
diet: So that there cannot be any thing more erroneous

than the magnificent ideas formed of the Roaff Beef of UTd ‘

England. We muft entertain as mean an idea of its
cleanlinefsg Only feventy ells of linen at eight-pence an
ell are annually allowed for this great family: No fheets
were ufed : This linen was made into eight table-cloths
for my lord’s table ; and ane table~cloth for the knightsy
p. 6. *This lafl, I fuppofe, was wathed only once a
mouth. Only forty fhillings are_ allowed for walling
thyoughout the whole year; and moft of it {cems ex-

. pended
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pended ‘on the Tinen belonging to the chapel. The drink-
mg, however, was tolerable, namely, ten tons and two
hagthcads of Gafcogny wine, at the rate of four sounds
thirteen fhillings and four-pencc a ton, p. 6. Only Jiety-
onc dozen of candles for the whole year, p. 14. L'he fa-
mily rofe at fix in the morning, dined at ten, and {upped
at four inthe afternoon : ‘The gates were all fhut at nine,
and no farther ingrefs or egrefs permitted, p. 314. 318.
My lord and lady have fet on their table, for breakfaft at
feven o’clock in the morning, a quart of beer; as much
winc 3 two picces of falt fifh, fix red-herrings, four white
ones, or a difh of fprats. In fleth days half a chync of
mtton, or a chyne of beef boiled, p. 73. 75. Mals is
ordered to be faid at fix o’clock, in order, fays the houfe-
hold-book, that all my lord’s fervants may rife early,
p- 170. Ouly twenty-four fircs are allowed, belide the
kitchen and hall, and moft of thefe have only a peck of
coals a-day allowed them, p. 99. After Lady-day no fires
permitied in the rooms, except half-fires in my lord’s and
lady’s, and lord Picrey’s and the nurfery, p. ro1. Itis to
be obferved that my lord kept houfe in Yorkihire, where
there is certainly much cold weather after Lady-day.
Eighty chalders of coals, at four fhillings and two-pence a
chalder, {uflices throughout the whole year ; and becaufe
coal will not burn without wood, fays the houfchold-
book, fixty-four loads of great wood are alfo allowed, at
twelve pence a load, p. 22, This is a proof that grates
were not then ufed. Fere is an Article. I is devifed
that from benceforth no wapons to be bought but only for my
lord'’s own mefs, and that the [aid capons fhall be bought for
tavo-pence a-picee, lean, and fed in the poultry; and mafler
chamberlain and the flewvards be fed avith capons, if theve be
[rangers fitting with them, p. 102, Pigs are to be bought
at threc-pence or a groat a-piece : Geefe at the fame price:
Chickens at a halfpenny : Hens at two-pence, and only
for the above-mentioned tables. Here is anather article.

" Dem, it is thought good that to plovers be bought at no feafin

but only in Chriffmas and principal feafls, and my lord to be

Served thevewith, and his board-end, and none otheys and to be
bought for a pennty a-piece, or a penny halfpenny at mofl, p. 103+

‘Woodcocks are to be bought at the fame price. Par-

tridges at two-pence, p. 104, 705. Phealants a fhilling,s

peacocks the fame, p. 106. My lord keeps only twenty-

4even borfes in his ftable at Itis own charge: His upper
Tervants have atlowance for maintaining theiy own horfes,

15 . f e Pe 126,
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p. 126. jlhefe horfes are, 'fix gentle horfes 2% t.hey are
culled, afhay and hard meat throughout the whole year;
four palreys, three hobbics and nags, 'three fumpter
horfesgpfix harfes for thofe fervants.to ‘whom my lord
furniflies a horfe, two fimpter horfes rhore, and three mill
horfes, two. for carrying the corn, and one for grinding
it ;' whence we may infer, that mills, eithef watér or wind
mills, were then unknown s at Jeaft very-tare : Befides
thefe, there are feven great trotting horfes for the chariot
or waggon, He allows a peck of oats a-day, befides
loaves made of beans, for his principal horfes: thg eats
at twenty-pence, the beans at two fhillings a quarter.
The load of hay is ar two fhillings and eight-pence.
‘When my lord is on a journey he carries thirty-fix horfe
men along with him; together with bed and other ac-
commodation, p. 157. The inns, it feems, could afford
nothing tolerables:~ My lord paflgs, the, year:in three coun-
try-feats, all in Yorkfhire, Wryfel, Leckenfield, and
Topclyffe 5 but he has furnitdre only for one. He carries
.every thing along with him, beds, tablés, chairs, kitchen
utenfils, all which we may conclude were fo coarfe, that
they could not be fpoilt by the carriage. Yet feventeen
carts and one waggon fuflices for the whole, p. 391. One
cart fuffices for all his kitchen utenfils, cooks’ beds, &ec.
p. 388. One remarkable circumftance is, that he has
eleven priefts in his houfe, befides feventeen perfons,
chanters, muficians, &c. belonging to his chapel : Yet he
has only two cooks for a family of 223 perfons, p. 325 ™
Their meals were certainly drefled in the flovenly mapner
of a fhip’s company. It is amufing to obferve the pom-
pous and even royal fiyle affumed by this Tartar chief:
he does not give any orders, though only for the right
making of muftard, but it is introduced with this pre-
amble, It feemeth good to us and onr council. 1 we confider
the magnificent and elegant manner in which the Vene-
tian and other Italian noblemen then lived, with the pro-
grefs made by the Italians in literature and the fine artsy
we fhall not wonder that they confidered the ultramoun-~
taine nations as barbarous. The Flemith alio feem to have

% In another place meation is made of four cooks, p. 398,
Bu I fuppofe that the two farvants called, in p. 325, g%oom
#f the larder, and child of the feullery;are, in p. 388; cpm-

prehended in the number of cooks,
, much
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much excelled the Englith and even the French.‘ Yet the
carl is fometimes not deficient in generofity ;" He pdys,
for inftance, an annual penfion of a groat a-yespto my
lady of Walfingham, for her intercft in Ileaven} the
fame fum to the holy blood at Hales, p. 337. No' men-
tion is any where made of plates but only of the hiring
of pewter'veflels. The fervants feem all to have bought
their own clothes from their wages,

- END OF THE 'THIRD VOLUME:
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