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PREFACE

I 1025, I published a book called The Punjab Peasant in Prosperity
and Debt, which dealt primarily with the question of agricultural
debit and also attempted to give some general idea of the Punjab
peasant’s economic position and cutlook. This was followed in
1930 by Rusticus Loguitur or The Old Light and the New in the
Punjab Village. This book described a long tour on horseback,
the main object of which was to enquire how the peasant stood
and thought in regard to other questions than debi and, wherever
possible, to let him speak for himself. Hence the title. In »930-31,
1 did another tour of the same character, and this time paid special
attention to aspects of village life that I had not much considered
before ¢ for example, the position of the village servant, the
domestic life of the village woman, the influence of the Army and
the sehool upon the peasant, the peasant’s tendency to board and
his purtiality in cortain arens for foud and faction, the operations
of panchiyats new and old, the efforts heing made at reconstraction,
and pethaps wost iwportant of all, the effects of 1he cconomic
depeession, more especially in the canal colonies, Both tours,
wlich togetter covored abowd, 1,400 miles and embraced 22 out of
the Punjab’s 20 districts, were done when [ was Registrar of
Co-operative Socleties and juvolved much official work, which
necessarily limited the time aveilable for enquiry and discussion ;
and the pressure of official duties since bas made il fmpossible
for the record of the second tour o appear before, The original
record has been much abridged and hos been re-atranged and
clarified to make it intelligible to Lhe repder, and, so far as possible,
repetition lias been avoided.

As in Rustiows Logustur, I have set down the facts as faithfully
as [ could without embroidery or addition, except occasional
comment, believing that in an objective study of this kind fidelity
of narrative is essentlal. And this is doubly so with facts of such
‘ immense length and range in space and time ’ as are those of Indian
village life. The objective character of the treatment is my excuse
for a third volume of what is in effect a single study. In describing
the life of a country not his own, the student whose object is truth
rather than effect is forced to rely upon detailed systematic enquiry,
Enquiries of this kind seem to me more than ever needed now
that thete is much talk of reconstructing the village, if effort
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i PREFACE
ia not to be wasted upon forms of reconstruction {hat do not it i,
And the reformer need not regret the time spent, for if le has
something to teach {he village in regard Lo its waste, hie is likely 1o
have even more to learn from its anciend wisdom, '
The diary form, used in Rustious Loguitur, is repealed aw
whatever its drawbacks, it bas one advaniage: the facts recordwd
¢an be seen in their human setting, without which they are but diy
bones. T have allowed myself a foller expression of vpinion than
on my first tour, for, as my study proceeded, certain conclusions
emerged, and I thought it right to indicate them clearly. As before,
I have done my best to avoid hurting anyone’s feelings, and onc't:
more I would express my appreciation of the way my enquities were
everywhere received, My acknowledgements are alsw due to the
matty members of the Co-operative Department who, affer my tour
verified doubiful points and made further cnquiries'un my helalf,
Without the devoted help of these my old colleagues, none of lz '
three books could have been written, I am alo mucl'x neloht ull :Y
%r R, P. Hadow, CLE, and Messrs, H. Calvert, (S.], (‘(I 1""
.B. Wate, LGS, and B. D, Bhanot, 15, lor i asiLaer
ngllex}on with Chapter XTI, and 10 Mr. Calver{ fua (hir for wefl
advice in regard to certain statistical passagos clsowliere, | nye l
ﬂ;ustrahons of the Salt Range to Mr, J, C, W, l'luatacv' ] (":w ‘l l“lA
tS ; :dzta to t(llmeIRev. Father Damian of the lmiivl Mm::::
thei; . in;m]ly theaglfﬁgalateful to bot}x for Teitimyg me wwmlun:
o cm;rtwy. s of the Indin Office Library showed me
sl M.L.L,

6 July 1934
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Parr [: NORTHWARDS
narrer 1
RAVI TO CHENAR:

THE FaLL IN AGRICULFURAL PRICES—PIR AND FAKIR—
WATERLOGGING

9 December, 1930.~Nunlkdna Sakib to Mananwale (10 miles)

To horse again and this time norlhwards. Yesterday I come
fifty miles from Lahore by train and saw notbing but a cinema
piclure of villages and fivlds, and fields and villages, the humen
element quite bloited out,  To-day it was flelds and villages again
but alive with the immemorial drama of Iindiun peasant e, From
the back of & horso vne can speak with men, observe Lheir ways,
licar their mmd:,, perhaps even vead their hearls ; and fhe allernale
walk ad jog of & good conntey-bred mare is euite Gt onough for
those who wonbd do this i a land wheee camel, pony, or bulluck
&till set the comamon pace,  Thirty years ago the country theough
which we vode was waste, but uew, thanks (o the Lower Chenab
canal, o branch of which passes this way, only the road recalls the
'wxdwtwmuug bareness of the past, It was wnmetalled and our
horses sauk to their fetlocks in gritty dust.  Unhappy was the lot
of those who rode behind, snd after o mile not o black beard was lelt
amongst them,

The heards were Sikh beards, for Nankdna Sabib is the birth-
place of the sainily Guru Navek! and an boportanl Sikh cendre.
Tho fall fn At Mananwale, too, I was amongst Sikhs, The
prioos Iandlords there bave built themselves lordly houses,

and their whitewashed towers and gateways até BHghi

with the crode art of the too prosperous days that followed the war,
Those days are past, and with wheat al Rs. 1-8 a maund (about
118, Gd. a quarter) they cannot collect their rents. In the Punjab’
rents are usually a fixed proportion of the produce, and it is the great
advantage of this yystem that they rise or fall automatically with
the price of produce. Ior the landlord its disadvaniage is that
when the harvest is gathered in, he must keep a watchiful eye over

t Rainfall 16 tv 20 inches,

2 Tounduer of the Sieh religion.
3 Ag in Dalestine, sev Qentwick, Palesting (1934), 171



2 RAVI TO CHENAY

its division if he is 4o secure his fair share, and if he 5 an abwntes
this is difficult, This is the case with the funily at Munanwaba:
hence most of their rents are in cash, and the fall in prives, wh_ivh
began early ihis year, has virtally doubled them  They think
therefore of converting them into produce.

How {ar the fall has gone is shown by the following fgmies,
which represent yesterday's prices in the market at Nankana >

per maund R} b}
Decemnber 92y, December tygo.
R, Ry

Wheat (first grade}.. .. .. 4 (10
Rice PR - . 214 1-5
Unginned cotton {a) * American’ 12 5
() country .. 8 4
Guy (unrefined sugar) . - 548 FOH

In the case of wheat the fall is over Go per cent, aml in the other
three cases 50 per cent or more.*

In the evening, fresh from Lahore and ils ity ways, T watell
with pleasura the passing to and fro of peasant life alowy o leht
A S path path near the rest house,  First thete camwe @ donhey

PE - Joaded with a chest lige enough ta bold o
wedding gifl, and {le prelnde {0 a morrdage procossion of Jagdi,
who came riding gaily by, two to each hotwe's back, sve whete the
bridegroom rode all glotious by Mmself.  Owing to the Ll in praees
only Rs. 200 had heen spent on the marringe, but  van ludia be
anything but poor P—it had been hotrowed at 36 por eont.  Utatfonst
on the procession pressed a motley crowd of gipsy Sansiv® to beg
alms, and with them went a pack of starveling dugs, kept, they sakl,
fz.:; hunting, bul fil only to scavenge, so lean and xibhed wutv theie
sides.

10 December.—Manamwaly to Shakhat (r2 wiles)
§ix months ago, nay only three, the Punjab was hot as hell,
the air by day licking the cheeks with tongues of flaw, aad the budy
at night refusing the lightest covering, But now it is & cawe of

ioumrvsq.n— 13 March, 1934 al Lyallpur the corrcsponding prices wern ay

Rs. R,
Wheat (firef grade}.. 2 Rice ., IR ¥
erican’ cotton .. g Gur " e 3

Wgau;x:rgd cnﬁn M 4-10

o * Awerican ’ cotton favo thus risen about 23 per cent since

DecemBer 1930, but they arc still 53 und 42 por cunt, mpgct voly, cheaprr

:h:‘zln sf:hgaayr }::e tﬁn D:cember 19:9.0 nfnuntry cotton hoa risen 1§ prr evnt
) o per cent, rice (not an i G o

MJE'IIJA s than 1 a}; iy y { mportant erdp 11 the
® crim.ir&al tribe,



AN ABDUCTION 3

thickest cluthes and breaklast in the sun,  We set out at 9,30 and,
skitting the vitlage and its landlord mansions, picked our way alung
a dusty road shamelessly defiled by mendils too Inzy to step acruss
the toad into the fields for their necessary oceasions,  That all five
senses might be ontraged, o herd of buffaloes on their way out for
the duy’s grazing churued up filth and dust into o thick polluting
clond, It was a relief Lo get into the open couniry and inhale the
acrid fragrance of the flowering mustard-coloured forig.?

We stopped at a village {o sce a | bank’, as the co-operative
thrift_and credit society, is called in the Punjab village. As we

approached, we met a party of Sikhs on their way to
An sbdution 4}, police station to lodge & complaint against a
neighbour for carrying off one of their wives with all her jewellery,
which they valued at Rs. 8o0. * How much land has {he husband=-’
I asked.

' Half a square,’

“Is it possible that one whe owns so little has spent so moch
on jowellery,?

You, incloeds hespent Re, 2,000 on the marciyge and worlgaged

s land to gel the money,
* When we got to the village wnd wers all seated, pleasantly
crowdbd Logether rouud the well, T enguired further aboul the case,
The girl e cortainly been entieed away with ber jewellery, Dud
Lhis, 1hey said, was worth af most Rs, 150, The village knows well
enough the faels on o poind of that kind, and thal 1he two eslimates
should be so diflerent shows the imporlance of enquiries on the
spot. TL was g shock Lo learn that ihe kidnapper had once buen
ircasurer of the hank and that he lad been cjected for misappro-
priating its modest balance,

The case Jed to talk about marriages and jewellery, The slump
lias affected both, A Sikh soid That in 199 he spent Rs, 2,500 on
- the marrfage of his brother, but in October, when he
married his son, only Rs. 350; and another, that
ten years ago he married a daughler for Rs. 5,000
and last year a son for Rs. 1,000, Here is the contrary process {o
the steady increase in {he cost of marriages which took place
when prices rose

Marriage and
the slump

¥ Brassica compostris,

4 In the Lyalipur (Lower Chenab) and Shahpur (Lower Jhelum) colonies,
each village is sliotted so many squares of land, cach square measuring
278 nores.

$ See the nuthar’s book, Tha Punjab Peasant in Prosperily and Debl, 227,
(Throughout 1his book the reference is to ihe third edliion published in rg3z.
In fufure the book will be roferred to as Passant.)



4 RAVI TO CITIENAHR

*We spend nothing now,’ exclaimed o Mu-.llim Predsant, " o
we have nothing, The other day I nartied wv ehild, aned afl Logent
was five farthings (pice) for the readiug of the maringe veise
(nikah).’ ) .

*Did no one come with the bridegrom in the nutitge yuo
cession 7’

‘ People cannot give Lhe wedding gift (fambol) ; for shame they
stay away.’

There was doubtless some exaggeration in the five Luthiogs,
but the director of & Banking Union I saw yesterday said that this
year he martied his four daughiers together for five rupees: there
Was no marriage procession, no entertaining, no jewellery, nu dowry ;
only the fee to the mullah (which for Tuck must be a sum divisibile
byfive)! And what is more many marriages followed vn the same
lines. ‘Now,’ said somecone, 'there is no beating of dvums or
clashing of cymbals. Rs. 14 (twenty annas) is paid to the mullah
and the pair become Mian and Bibi, master anil niistiens.”

No doubt money goes further new aud less need be wpond 3 bt
even before the fall in prices 1he more educnted zemiudats, esperiadly
among the Sikhs, whose minds have a Calvingdie
turn, had began to question e swistan of speanhog
S0 much upon jewellery, A Sikh (v e that, when
his son was marriod 10 @ girl who had been edueanted - thye uren
Mary College in Lahore, e hought the usual amount of jowetley
forher; but she declared that il she wanted was Hiug, a gold wiist
waich, a pendant, and a gold pin to fasten lier saree ; tothing el
was of any use 10 her. Ho added that there hud long been jn his
family a set of gold bracelets large enough to cover the arms fum
elbow to wrist. e repeatedly pointed out Lo bis father that it wus
sheer waste Lo keep them and at last obtained o reluctaut [LEIO
lto their sale. He sold them for Rs, 1,800 aud deisited the amouat

Eduoation and
Jowellery

with the Union at 7 per cent, The sight of the first yeur's intogest
was sufficient to reconcile his father. A Muslim co-uperutor says
that he sold his jewellery in 1925, and that sinee then many in his
village have done the same. When he matried his daughter, instead
of ornaments he gave her Rs, 800, which she forthwith deposited
with her village bank, Tt is significant that fourtcen women, nine
of them widows, have deposited Rs. 2,000 with the Union,
£ Mugim At Shahkot there is 2 shrine founded by a pir
thrine who came over the mountains from Bekhara in the
) days of Akbar, He had only four disciples, hut su
fruitful have they been that in Shahkot alone their descendants

t See the author's Rushieus Loguis . i
il b soner Rusﬁam.)s oguiiur (1930, 302, {In future (his book



PIRS AND THEIR SPELLS 5
mumher 120 fumilies,  They are the servitors (muguwar) of the
shtine, and the setvice they severally render is every day 1o give o
vake of hread fin the enlerfainment of Lhe pilgrims wha come here,
They have formed o thrift and eredit society, and {he most siriking
of those present at my fospection was one wearing a rosary, and
with his heavy handsome features, rich mahogany skin, and drogged
coyes, he suggested a Judas who had decided nol 1o hang himself,

We had some lvely talk about piri-omureedi™ Of the ar3
nmembers of the society fifty practised it, and (according to the

. society's records) they derive Rs. 56,000 a year from
f;;’{’! ":‘fm it. One said that owing to the fall in prices his last
peils " .
cxpedition had yiclded only Rs. 25; but others,
poiuting to a brown pony grazing close by, said : * He brought that
back as well’ Another, taking np the complaint of ihe tswas,
ubserved : ' Now we got only four annas in the rupee.  Before prices
fell, we asked for grain and were given money: now we ask for
money antd age given grain,  But (he adked with pinus satisfaction)
[aith is untouched und strong as ever.”  This man had personality,
and his gl comuanding eatures suggested a oeulist,

* Why do people de pivi-mureedi ' T asked,

“"Those who have foud don't go; ouly these who have none,”

“Bul ix (heir goiog of any service {o those who make them
olferings 7'

" None 3 Tt i€ we did uol go {o them, they would eome Lo ns!
True enongh, for o averl pain, sorrow, or shame, an uneducated
wi turns fustinetively lo magle,  But the remark provoked protest
fromn one with o mors romantic mind i—

‘I is of wlvanlage to the King, and it is of advantage to the
poar.’  Here again was irath, for, as we know, the religious healer
works Llirongh faith, and faith helps both high and low, The next
remark camo fromn & pietist —

*'We do not give spells, but only offer prayers.'

‘ Yes,' sald a cynic, * and dust is taken from here (he pointed
to the ground) and given Lo those who are sick that they may be
whole.’

* Why his long story ? ' enquired a querulous member of the
committee; ‘let us pass on)

‘No,' T said; *for I have somelhing to say on {his matter.’
Whereupon I told them what I thought of piri-smreedi, that it

* There is a class of men called Piy, who are populatly invested with
religions sanctity, sometines personal but generally inherited, Their
followers (saureed) regard thom with veneration and make them moro or
lesy regular afferings, and spells and charms art;e;flvcn in return accordi
to need, Pivi-mureedi is the exploiting of this relationship by ihe pir and
i8 described at length in Rusticus, 220, 245, ole,
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followad ncither the ald nor the new light, that T had uever met
an educated man who approved of it, ur seen a good hank whise
members practised it, and that this was no exteption.  Hal s,
for instance, the members of their committee bottowwl far muse
than their share of the society’s funds?  They heard me with the

{fourtesy and attention always accorcded by the Punjab peasant ta
hose who are disinterested and in earnest.

That there is reason to be in earnest on this difficult subjirt
I have endeavoured to show clsewhere® and that others we in

earnest is clear from what au Inspector tells me?
. &ﬁ;‘f, W§°m His father made about Rs, T,000 a year by piri.
boois” mureedi, that is to say five times ns much as the
ordinary small peasant proprietor makes by labouting
thawwhole year at his ficlds.3 When he died, like the exoreists of
Ephesus,* his son burnt all his books and records that nune of his
" children might be tempted to lollow in his comse, ancd this meant
burning the family trees of 2,000 disciples for six generations,  He
acted thus in disgust ai his father’s methods, of whicl be gave an
example. One day, desiring chicken for dinner, he told 3 owresd
who wanied a charm {hai it must be writlen in the bluod of a
chicken, wlich of course was produced wd ouce, The destne dion of
the abracadabra of his irade did not, however, releas i fron all
temptation. Once his duties chanced Lo take hin to a el coluny
village which had been colonized Ty some of biv funily diseiples,
Although no member of his family had visited it for thivty s,
as soon as the villagers heard of his coming, they gathersd raund
him and pressed their offerings upon himi,  Nor would they take
any denial, until he told them that he had come g Tuspector and
that they should keep their afferings till he came as a pir,

Amongst those waiting 1o receive mo at the rest house was a
small aged fakir clad in white and white-bearded. He fusisted upon
A ‘halte wimd'shaking hands wi!.h me, and in his handshake I felt
fikir thelleanness of his body and the earnestness of his

soul,
‘ My arms are withering,’ he said. ' I am taking medicine,
" He is half-witted," whispered one who knew him. * He was
once in & madhouse,’
, .1 am no longer quite 2 man,’ he continued, as if confirming
this judgement upon him. * Some Thing is in me and speaks by my

T Rustious, 336.
4 Cf, ibid,, 273
3 See p. 268.

4 ‘Many of them also which nsed curious b i
ogoth e (g el arts brought their bouks



A'IHALY-WITTED' FAKIR y
tongue,  Thuow not who ot what i is 3 but there is light within me,
and I speak accurdingly. Perhaps T shall become 2 man again.’

Ile spoke gently but emyphatically, leaning (ke Jacob when he
blesseed the sons of Joseph)® upon the top of his staff,

11 December.—Shahkot to Sangla (12 miles)

1 was breakfasting in the sun when the fakir appeared again
bearing his stafl. Grasping me warmly, almost affectionately, by
the hand, he greeted me earnestly i—

‘ May God give you light.’

¢ And how shall I get light ?’

Fixing his wistful grey eyes upon me and possibly noticing the
abundance of a western breakfast table, he replied :—

* Eat Jess than your wont for forty days, and sil quietly in offe’
place, and repeat your creed (kalma)—Josus is the spirit of God
{Tsa yul Ullah), Then light may come to you.' A pause, and he
added : ' But you are of advanced age (ilid he know that yesterday
I way fifty ?) and the light will come slowly, for you did noi begin
like me, T started secking for it when T was young, when T was
unly cighteen,  For twenly-six years T did worship (ebidat) and for
sbvent 1 lived on leaves and on bhang,  This was bad, and for
fve and a balf months T was in the Tonse of 1he mad,  Now there
is light witldn me and I know not what il is, 11 is wilhering my
heudy, awd the doetor lias given me medicine.”  As he said this, ho
unlied the end of his puggaree and showed the medicine knotted in
e of its folds,  Then shaking me by 1he hand- -o. firm kindly grip—
he lell me, saying as he had begun—'May God give you light.
No madman this, bul a secker, and {he Hght in his eyes suggested
ihat he had nol sought in vain, But he has had o pay the secker's
price, ‘Though only :ﬁfty-scvcn he looked over seventy.

To-day we were in the heart of the Lower Chenab colony,? but-
here and there a sirip of the old wilderness lurked in the young
fields of cotton, sugar-cane, and wheat, as the
primitive Tarks in the heart of youth, The sugar-
cane was the very emblem of youth, proud and spiky
above, a jungle of juicy stems below, and the whole brimming with
sweeiness and sunshine. As we approached the little market town
of Sangla, the wheat and cane gave way to fields of finely cultivated
vegetables—onions, cauliflowers, and cabbages. For this'a cloth”
dealer, a Sikh Khatri, was responsible.? He had obtained possession

Agricultural
wagas

t Hebrews xi, 21,

2 Called in the Peasunt ihe Lyallpur Colony, as most of it 18 11 the
Lyallpur distuct. This branch 1s 1w ihe Sheikhupura district.

3 For the Ilhatri, sce ibid., 180.
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of 28 acres by a 500 rupee morigage, aunl now employ thive
Christians and an Arain {o cullivate tiem,  The \sais, Wb an
expert market-gardener, is paid Ru. 3o a wwonth phs three asis
"day for food, which is ihe highest agricultutal waue Ui l {undd
those with me) have ever come across i the Punjab, ax much ineled
as many clerks draw. It shows that with intensive cultivativn
irrigated land will give even the Jabourer a dveent stamdanl of
living.®

Separate co-operative societies exist hee for Mustinu and Hivdu
shopkeepers, and they are a sign uf the rivalty which loo often
divides Hindu and Mustim in the town. It had heen
arranged that I should see both societivs togethe, but
unwisely in the courtyard of a Muslin, and the Tindus sent the
&revitable message that they would not cume there. In a coluny
town, separale societies for Hindu and Muslim are thoughl by sonw
{0 be & necessity, on the ground that, when praple settke thewe, ey
know only the members of {lieir own conumunity and wever gt te
know those of any other, and without this knowledge they catnus
combine in a co-operative sociely, whivl postulabes among the
members knowledge of cach other’s cireunstanees,  This my be w
in a colony lown, but it is oflenr asstmed (o be e caee medes mione
normal conditions, and until a year or two agm the Moo senelies
of the neighbourhood refused Lo adimid the Nkh weeinties to thid
Banking Union.  Better counsels huve sinee prevailed and the don
‘s now open, 10 everyone's acdvantage. T non-eeluny ttatts, whie
e iwo communities have lved side by side dor genenttion,,
‘elations are usually amicable enough, as relations must be attiongst
neighbours who would not he for ever * biting wd devertthng ' eyl
other;* and recently in o small town when Tsugrestedd to a soeivty
of Muslirn shopkeepers that 1hey should ask Thindus to juln it they
said: ‘ Very gladly : there is great unity betweent us,”  And this i
only rational, considering thal most Muslims ate of Himla stock.
I once asked some Muslim Ranjhas! whether this wis nol s,
‘ Yes,' they replied ; ‘ we are rlated to the Juts uud Rajputs, bt
that was beforec Mahmood of Ghazni came,’t

* Then why this hatred between Hindu and Muslim 7 *

* It comes from the newspapoers.’

" A true word, and it would be a good thing if they could all e
stopped for a year.’

“Bommunalism

* The Cluistians were getting R, 1510 16 pm, A casnal laluamer wan
also employed on 8 annas a day ; the year be(cg'e he got Re 1, *

2 Cf. Rusticus, 383,

3 A tribe living mainly along the Chenaly riverain,

4 AD. TOGI,



WATER-LOGGIN(G 9

“For ever,” said a voice from the rear; as if the Unscen itself
hal wpoken,

12 December.- Sangla fo Sukheke (T2 miles)

If, as the Muslitm pruvorb says, every evil finds its Moses, so

does every Dlessing find its devil,  The devil that stalks along the

canal bank is water-logging.” In this district nearly
Water-logging 70,000 acres are blighted, and one out of every fou};
villages .1.ffc-ctcl] U To-day we saw what this means. The outward
and visible sign is salt, salt that is ‘ neither fit for the land, nor yet
for the dunghill* 3 and it lies on the ground like snow. Two days
apo at Mananwala the water level was 50 feet down, but to-day it
was only four or tive, the result of two branches of the Lower Chenab
Canal passing through the country only eight miles aparl. "=
veteran co-operator with wrinkled face and red beard (and a pony
that was toe atuch far kim) said that when he cante to these parls
in 1802 the water was 05 feet down, and {en years later when he
sunk a well, it was sLill 51 feel.  Wells are nio remedy, fov their water
s wall aned 11mkv~. the fortile clay as hard as fron,

Seeing a steading by the rondside, wo stopped o tall to he
Jats who were al work thee, * Why have you left your village o
Yive onl Tiere ? ' 1 askeod,

*Sinee fwo or three years the wider-loging has come ;. onr
wattle nink in Uhe med s they stand @ ouc howses are Bllng, and one
Twealtly is Dad,'

*Thuen why have you nol brougli your wives and childeen ? °

 There ave thieves.’

* Do yon not fear for your catlle ?’

" We {ake ir in turmn {o walch all night : there are four of us;
each watghes for three hours.

The man who lives on his land can probably gei 25 per cent
more o of it (han if he lived in the village ;3 and if many did Lhis%
agricultural progress on a large scale would follow, But * there are
thicves ', and no one likes a thief. The moral is, agriculiural pro-
gress demands an efficiend police, bul how many of those who would
reduce or weaken the prosent force have thought of this M

Although we were riding through * the heat of the day ', it was
never sore than warm, and a chilly wind hlew from the north.

£ 204 out of xg07 villages (ligures kindly supplied by the Depuly
Commissioner),

® Luke xv, 35
1 See Nustuus, 147.
4 CL ibid., 188,
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The country was as ever dead fiat, aud sparsely coveted with the
prickly wild caper. We rode along the raitway line, and tuning
off where half a dozen shops and a silent giuning fwloty cluny
forlornly together in the emptiness of the plain, we tude up o 2
village inhabited by Balochis, men of the western Punjab. - Liave the
crowd that came out to meet us the usual greeting-- 1o all well 7'
Usually this evokes no more response than our ' How dv you do ?°,
but this time it was the signal for loud lamentation. * There iy
great hardship : from the salt (#eh) and the water-logging has come
ruin,  Our houses have fallen, our fand is marred, our health is gne,
Before there was no suffering ; now fever comes: it came hut now
and lasled two months. Our cattle too are sick, and if they go
out that way (pointing northwards), they stick fast in the mud.
Let the Sirkar® give us fresh land, or we cannot live,! They had
reason to complain: the mud walls of their houses were mirrored
in two large ponds of glassy blue water—' two years ago this was
dry ground ‘—and the salty efflorescence® crusted their liolds like
leprosy.
“Can we see one of your houses ? ' I asked.
‘ Undoubtedly, bul we are peor en, and our lionses ae not
the houses of kings.'3 This was true covugh, for thedt walls wege
crumbling, but any ecastern potentate might hive
l‘:‘o;:“"’"i""d envied the cleanliuess and order of their interion,
In one we Joid 260 vessels of earthenwire and b
neatly atranged on shelves and pited five or six high, and iu a duk
inner room, where the family sleep when it is cold, were & number
of beds loaded with quilts, hirly or forty of them * rendy for the
guest who comes’, and protected from dust by homespun sheets,
The house is swept every day, and in one of |he rooms o small hroom
lay an the floor. In the courlyard a spread of chiltias splashed their
blood red against the smooth biscult-coloured walls, Even the
separate enclosure (haweld) kept for the cattle was clean,  Vvery day
the mantre i removed, and the floors of the byres are spriukled
with earth. This house belonged to the most prosperous man in
the village, but another we saw was just as clean and was adorned
with a doorway beautifully carved in wood, monst difficult of
materials, by the skilled artificers of Chiniot, In the house of an
ex-soldier, ance in the Ginides, we founid afi old gramophone (the
first I.have seen in a peasant's house), bought after the war when he
was discharged with a pocketful of money, but now silent for want
of needles which, with the fall in prices, he can no longer buy.

! Government,
s Rsh'or shor.
3 C1.* They, that wear solt clothing are in king's houses * {Matt, xI, 8).
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* Hunger came, wed now death,” was his musie-loving comment on
the fall in prices,

It was now time to see the hank, and aboul forly of us gathered
in the open, some sitting on string beds hut nost on the ground,
The and o lmg-legged zaildar® sprawling on a bed to
administration  DiBtself.  Apart from him, only ane of the forly could

read and wiite, o dwarf, who stuod a bare 4 feet in
his shoos. He was a pathetic figure, wilh the head, fealures, and
beard of the middic-aged man that he was, the stunted body of a
child, and the withered bandy-kneed stumps of a babe thal has
been allowed to walk {00 soon. But in mocking him nature had
given him one compensating gift : he was the most inteltigent person
there. No ane could gel beyond the Deputy Commissioner and
Sessions Judge when I enquired what officials the province had ;
but he knew there was a Financial Commissioner. No onc mentionad
the Ministers, nor did anyone distinguish between Governor and
Viceroy, Neither was oven mentioned till T asked whe was the
Viceroy, ¢ The Lat Sakil? of the Punjab’ sald one. ‘And who is
the King?' T asked the dwarl. ‘Emperor the fifth (Shensheh
pangjumy.

+ Loaving the village wo entered the Hdfzalid tahsil of Gujrans
wala, aud a number of horsemen met ws oo the border,  Cantering
along we overtaok i large nondeseripl family, some on font, some on
donkeys,  One of the donkeys sald he could eander too, and the
black-shawled woman who was on his hack slid slowly to {he
ground,  For o moment she lay a dark single mass, but as she rose
a small naked babe appeared from the fold of her shawl, At Lhe
sight of & rupee her look of bewilderment gave way 1o a beaming
smile, and she said all was well ; bul the poor babe restored fo his
motber’s arms pressed his head against her shoulder and was
violently sick. Such, bowever, is the Eglvcr of a rupee in this
cash-loss country that the mother continued {o Beam, T asked her ™
The age of her cliild, and when someone banteringly added—' And
whal is your age ? '—she replied with ready tongue—* You must ask
her who bore me.’

The rest house here is the dirtiest building I have been in for
years, The durry in my bedroom was impregnaied with dirty
foot-marks and looked as if some babu had been amusing himself
by splashing on to it with his pen a map of the larger and more
confused consicllations. I sighed for the cleanliness of the
‘ uncivilized * Janglis,

* The headman of & group of villages, usvally from fifteen to thirty.

The title should bo noted as it recurs constantly,
2 Governor,
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13 December.—-Subheke o Pindi Bhatthunt (1} o)

Sukheke is on the tarred road that snes bom Lihore e
Sargodha, and sorry I was to see ils Blach oo bhe st Hhe
Indian tarred road, however, s Hid sjiie o b ble
The Bighway 0 horse and tider as the Fughols, bt s 15 oneratly
bordered by strips of soft dusty cacth, in this Case the vttt of lugld
melted London snow. The traftic up ant down was tall of hie's
motley—a long-legged man an a shortlegged donkey witle Bt fall]
up to avoid the ground ; a eyelist in ald militare ¢ b aned pargle
socks ; another with a bunch of marigolls tied v te his hardlebues
small wmtums® rattling along with ladies shouded w enuagpled
{boorka.s; vast lorries (one of them with my «etvant and kit and
{he cook's bicyele on top) hurtling by al o tertifving puce ved boaving
Ts suffocated with dust, and vecasionally @ flack of dwvpor gats,
who also stirred the dust but in a gentle kismedy elomd that bim
mered in the morning sunshine, I the fiehbs praspits were af wink
careless of all this traficking life. We wkod we why tee wa.
seattering carth from & basket vver bis Iield ¢ L band 1 oohid e
there is no strengilin it T have ket thivc et boan the aepnd
yonder and aw sprinkling il over the beld bemabe the ol wert,
At prosenl it is sour.’

* ave you ploughed il enongh ?

T hiave plonghed it many tioes, Bfteen oy e, and o
still poor.’

We left the colony yeslerclny bt were bl wn el staagated
gouniry, and afoug the road v w slow stieasn i el 10w
12 feet wide dug by Govenunent el piatt of i Lagge -« Betae foilian
the water-logged area® T time we came to the Jhuag bt b of
the Lower Chenab Canal, the watvrs of whivk full tlunehenuys thivyh
the arches of the bridge by which we crossed i, Brud wie enton sf
a tract walered by wells, and we heard the ereaking s sy medly
of the Persian wheel, Clumps of reedy sarkbanela st spnke of o
river beyond, and the gentle undulatims of a widld that i
always flat.  As we crested one of thess, the wide siveran of the
Chenab, the river still unseen, spread fself out hebe uw,  The
golden sarkhanda. grass stretched almost to e mgron, and tising

* Light two-whesled country carls,

# In this district (Gujranwalu) watee-ligging 1 even wors than
Sheikhupura {p, 9}5-.: 188,802 acres (only £, 70l Cultivatsly e aiie ted gt
543 villages, So 3642 acres havo been roclimed ami weepage drainy
have been dug and are proving sncecssful it besth ity t 1, wewl i ior & h by,
% I;i '5.'41 g(;g)lrmhon kindly supplied by the Deputy ¢ osnowisionet s olie

$ Suzearym munja.
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CROSSING OFF THE CILENAR 13
oul of it like an island luy the townlet of Pindi Bhattion and its
domed shrine,

This was our destination, but a few miles before we reached it
we stopped to see a village bank. OF the forly-five zemindars
.- present only one was literate, and he only by courtesy.:
admmmr ation 1! Was not surprising Lherefore that, when we repeated

yosterday's questions ahout the administration, only
one could get beyond the Depuly Commissioner; and he merely
knew that there was o Governor, and that the King lived in London.
When asked the King's name, he answered ;¢ Allah knows’ ; and
as to the Ministers, all he could say was: ‘ There is one at Lahore,
only one* ‘And what does he do?’ ‘No idea’ Another
suggested there were four * Council-wala ’,* and when asked what
they did, he replied cautiously : ‘ Those who speak the fruth speak
il, and those who lie are liars,’

4 Decembhor—Pindi Bhattion (o Kot Nagha (14 miles)

o day 1 had (he feeling of exhitaration which Uhe approach of
a feread siver an loeseback always gives me,  Barth and sky visibly
embraced, aucd the slow melodious clm,o of o Persion wheel came
flodfingg awross (e felds, expressing in long-drawn threnody all that
peasint and bulloek have endured Qirough the ages,  Our fist
sight. of watter was o side siream crossed by a bridge of Uiree boals,
Beyand this a rond of dry sarkhanda grass ran like a golden thread
across Lhe sidy waste,  Wo cantored ovar the exackling stoma Lill
we eamie iy sight of {he river itsell, A stovmy sunset spread fire
abave and fire belew, and the immense quiet wag broken only by
the swish of passing duck and {he coll of distani cranes—till a
yollow lorey with a scarlet bonnel started erossing the bridge of
hoats; ihe new age flaunting ilself upon the old. And how the
twenty boals creaked in protest! At the bridge-head a group of
peasants were warming themselves by a fire, which flickered faintly
against the sky, and two donkeys stood in the shadow trying to
catch Lhe frail warmth as the cold night swept overhead. We were
now in Shahpur,

* There are three.
3 Ihe Lxccutive Commitico consists of iwo * Members' and ihree
Ministers.



Cuaprer TI
CHENAB TO JHELUM!

AN OLD CaNar Corowy—NoMap AND COLONIST -POLItIts AND
Prices

15 Decemmber—Kot Najha to Laluwali {10 miles)

SHANPUR with its 4,800 square mniles is distinguished for its
landlords, its cattle-thieves, and its canal, Its landlords are mostly
in debt but number some of the most influential landowners in the
province. Ils catlle-thieves are ubiquitous, and caltle-theft i the
most popular sport of the district. * Newurly every aeminclar is mene
or less implicated in i, says a recent vuport, anc, as in Jhing next
door,? it is only 1he best landlords who will Inwve nothiug ta do with
i, I maokeas much in o night ag you do v & year,’ siid e owye
of many acres to one of my stall. The buoty Is marclisd, or, when
rivers are swollen, swum by night to some villiyge ieross the hirdess
of the disirict and handed over 1o n confederate, who the next night
does the same; and so on, stage by stage, unlil the recviver i
reached in, it may be, Gujranwnla or Awritsar, ISl man gty
Rs, 5 for his risk and pains, and if he gels inlo diffiendtie, he counts
upan the support of some influential landowner to resewe him from
the cluiches of the law. The sport is particulurly dear to the
Janglis, {he semi-pastoral people who had the country to themselves
when there was no canal, The canal is the Lower Jhelum and,
opened in 1901, it now irrigates about 500,000 deres.}

Of the Janglis who live between the Ravi and the Chenab
T have already written,* and those who live between ihe Chenal and
The erigiaal the Jhplum, mainly Ranjbas and Gondals, are not
inheblteats very different. Men still havdly touched by modern

ways, by nature and tradition more graziers than

farmers, their cultivation is like that of all primitive folk who have
an abundance of land. The golonists from Sialkot and Gujrat
root themselves in the earth, But the Janglis merely scratch its

* Rainfall 16 inches,

2 Rusiious, 228,

RP'S g:) Shahpur about 400,000 acres are sawn every year (Prmgab Colonies
. 14).

+ Peasant, 128.



CATTLE-THIIEVES AND SPORTSMEN 13
surface, ‘The ridges between their fields have sprawling lines and
uumblmg sides, and the seil, instead of being moulded to a fine
tilth, is sarfaced with large clods, which are justified by the exeuse
uf the lazy thal they preserve the moisture The rotations are of
the simplesi, wheat followed by wheat, catlon by colton, with
a year's rest in between.  Only bere and there is sugar-cang seen,
A canal officer who knows the Amritsar district well says that the{
peasant there gels more out of five acres than the Jangli out of
fifty.

But if the Jangli is not a good farmer, he is at least a_good
sportsman. Faction and fend are rife in his villages, and he likes
to settle his quarrels in old-fashioned ways without recourse to
court and police. An educated Ranjha tells me that it is still not
uncommon for rival factions to meet at a fixed time and place and
fight out a quarrel with bat and club, All bul the old join in and
set to for a brief half-liour of lusty combat. Like the lournaments
of old, the meetings are subject to certain rules, No sharp weapon
may be used, but only the laths or Indian quarter-stafl thal cvery
man carrios ; thero must bo no atlack before the appointed time,
and afler the fight all must help thase who are huel; no report
may be made to the police without informing the other side, and i
1hey come uninvited, il is a point of honour 1o swear that there has
been no fight, My informant saya that only recently in his mother’s
village a fight. Look place in pursuance of a feud of many generations,
It was a comparatively innocent affair wilh a dozen on one side
and twenty on the olther and ended in a draw with the exchange
of a few knocks and bruises.?

Bul the canal with its more seitled life is slowly changing ail
this, Before il came, the chief task was the herding of cattle,

Now with cotfon, cane, and wheal the men have
ff::f of #he  gymething 1o oceupy them all ihe year round. Pros-

perity has raised their standard of living, and contact
with men from more developed districts has given them some desire
for education, Once there was hardly a zaildar who was not in
the cattle-thieving business, and even now it would be difficult to
find anyone of any prominence who had not a relative or two
connecled with it. Bul it is not quite so popular a pastime as it
was, aud in time no doubt the feeling of shame that already touches
the colonist will spread to the Jangli. A less satxsfactory effect of
the canal is the Jowering of the age of marriage. In cld days, as

T Cf. Russia: ' Few wonld ever break up the luml?lg of earth in their
?elds)and Frepare a proper secd-bed ' (Maurice Hindus, The Great Offensive
1933), 9

7Pa.leshm., ton, fights of this kind appear to be not uncommon
amnngst the Arabs (Beniwrck, op. cif., 175)
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amongsl the Janglis of Lyallyme, gitls were nol married till 3o or
even 25, but now that there is muek more to eat they dte il
at 14 or 15 This perhaps explains in part the eomplant that
physique is deteriorating, Whether (his 38 sn o maf, theve iy
doubt that the old spare dict of milk, bulter, and millet (hapa)
with the dry clean atmosphere of the Bir prudured ol stwk,
and the Jongest-lived men in the province are still those who live
in the desert Thal between the Jhelum and the Iulus,  The worst
effect of the canal has been the sudden inflow of maoey upen o peuple
to whom every rupee was once as precious as & half-crown to 4 vluld,
Faction has increased, since money opens the way to the courts,
and debt has risen phenomenally, as it always does when ignotanre
and prosperity go hand in hand. The consequences of this were
Tiiustrated by a small bank I inspected during the day.

The bank bad heen severely shaken by o murder case, il
sitting on the ground in front of me were the twa alleped mundetets,

Condemned 1o dealh by the Sessions Judge in July,

ﬁnﬂﬂ“?io they were aequitted by the High Court in Novembwes,
want oo far 006 of them, plump and middle ageed, uol inappre
wad murdood. prialely wore a bliek paggaree s the olher e
stripling, was in white, And (he sfory ey told was thin A
money-lender in the next village leat the stripting™ father w s of
money, which was still wopaid when the Ltber dsad, & st fin
Rs. 1,800 followed bul, on a plea of mineity, waw rejeted U
daunted, the money-lender got the yommy man's conin nile Li
toils and obtained a decree against Im for K, 500, Obe day he
came with a large party to exccute the decrae and artest the vousin,
This led to a fighl, and his death. A savage fight it nuwt have b,
{or the High Court judgement shows that he received twenty thyee
injuries, two of which fractured his skull,  Roth sides * entmpdained *
10" the police, but as the money-lender was clearly dead, the eum-
Plaint from his side was taken up and the other filul. My two
acquaintances were pul inlo the dock; also twe old men, one of
them the bank’s treasurer. Both of them were sitting tn [ont of
me with beards dyed blue-black. The Sessions Judge finusl them
al] guilty and sentenced the two first to be hung and the two blue
beards to twenty years' imprisonmont. The High Courl has heen
more mercifol and, let us hope, more just,

‘Whet did you say when you were sentenced to be laug 7
I asked the plump middle-aged member,

* It ig the order of God,'

* Were you not distressed 7!

‘ No, our time had corne.’

t See P:ascmf, 129,
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* Aad when you heard (hat you were to be released, what did
yousay then ?’

* It is God's goodness.”

The most hardened eriminal conld not have expressed himsell
more phiegmatically, amd yot they were hardly eriminals in the
woestern sense of the word, for in India a money-lender who presses
a false or an extorlionate clain to extremes places himself outside
the pale of village law ; and this is one reason why thirty-four
money-lenders have been made away with this year in the Punjab.

16 December ~—Laluwali to Chokera (10 sndles)

We are now in the canal colony, where till thirly years ago
nomad and camel, lizard-hunter and catile-thiel earned a precarious
but healthy living, Long avenues of dark almost ever-green irees
mark where the canal runs, and with what effect it runs is shown
Iy the wide-spreading wheat, young and green as fresh-mown grass,
the mustard-seented rape rivtous in ils yellow flowering, and the
reedy islets of cane filled “with ripeness o the core’.  lodder
troughs (soine on wheels) appeared fu the Gelds, the dividing ridges
wert frm aned slvaight, and the fewer and smaller clods showed that
the elod-erusher is freely used. 1o shorl, cullivation was winch
superior o what we suw yesteeduy in the riverain, Dot even so it
is not to he compared with whal may be seen in the Lyallpur
culony, awl voe veason for this is {hat many oceupiors eultivate
{hrough teuants and the tenants are Jargely drawn from ihe wnirri-
gated arcas of the district, where the standard of cultivation is low.

We stopped at o village Lo see a Botter Living Society and two
banks, one for the zemindars or village maslers and the olber for

. the village servants, The village servant is so
%%”fgé" e jmportant o member of the village community that

he requires a chapter to himself, and he will be given
thal later2 One_complaint was common to both master and
servant—ihe shiorlage of cash: * We cannot put our hands to it,’
said one of them. Till the beginning of this century cash played
the most limited part in village life, and its use now vazies greatly
from tract 1o iracl. A good judge with me cstimates that in the
neighbourhood of big towns and where the countryside has been
enriched by large export as in the canal colonies, or by emigration
as in Jullundur, or by military service as in Rawalpindi, as much as
»3 per cent of village dealings may be in cash ; and that conlrariwise
in unsophisiicated areas, like that ihrough which we have just_

* In 19312 only 18,000 acres in Shahpur were donble-crop ed and

8,500 acres under sugar-cano ag agaiost 825,000 under wheat, millet, and gram.
4 Soe chapter xiv,
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passed, 75 per cent will be fn {erms of procduce nul serviee.! tash
is madnly vequired for the small oceasional purchases ut wlt, wpuie,
oil, and cloth ; but even these are often the subpect of larted o
adjustment in grain and the need for doth vaies with the
amount of spinning doue by the women. A matthige ot
the courts occasionally demands a stout sum, hut, It necesary,
marriage can be done ‘on the cheap ' and the case van be col
promised or postponed. The money-lender's demamlby have also
to be reckoned with, but many are meeting them with o neb possumus
folding of the hands, or with caitle and gruin. A generatinn wo his
dealings were chiefly in kind, and a tendency to revert to this, in
consequence of the stump, Ts discernible where cash hias taken its
place.t
But there is one dernand which is inexorable. Twice a year,
that is at each harvest, land revenue, and in a canal-irrigated traet
water rate as well, has 1o he paid to Governnent, and
Sovermment  poth must be paid in cash. *Sead me the revenue
quick,” shouted the zaildar yesterday to o passer iy
from his horse.  The fellow had et paid his stumer inntalment wf
Rs.12-6. ' Why ? ' Tasked,
* The poor devil had nothing (o pay i with,' .
* How will e pay it, then ?’
¢ God will ind the means, What canwedo ? - Hwesdond pay,
{(_E_oyc:.mment will think wo aro followors of Gamidli © but we e nat,”
And he added : * It is Gandhi's fault this groat cheapues has o,
But ‘ihis great cheapness’ is nol the only reason why the Lun
revente s not always punclually paid, I was unee Joking at o
village when I heard the headman whisper somelhitg i the var
of the Naib Tahsildar, who was walking with me along the nutrow

¥ I hays recantly made further enquiries us 1o this, and they suggest
that the vaxiation is even wider than thal given ubuve, No otie thub I hiva
congulted %11.3 the perconta‘gle for cash higher than 75, but for sust of the Tiduy
valley (of, Rusticus, 255) and the drought-strickon south-vast {sce clutpim o)
it ia put as low as 10 t0 20 per cent. Jorthe more doveloped centeal thatricts
the following estimates have been given me by good judges (ryad): -
Dealings i
Jullundur end Hoshiarpur s - °75 ;ﬁ: Ll:‘mctauh
. Gurdagpur, Sialkot and Amritear .. w45 to 5% per cett
P. 200,
3 This 15 the case in the ext 3 -
syste:xlinse;Puasm, - axtreme south-wost, and for an neeound of the
Russla, the peasants have only very recently heen placed on u
ﬁoney bﬁmi:d(WiAksteed, Ten Yeays in Sovist Moscow (:Jc;aa). ,10)1: bul, sayd
mau:we Hin %fi (Red B'vaad (1931}, 32) : * No (Russiun) peasant ever ikes tu
il eve s Bl S st e s oves Do oot ol eBtaR!
: e I8 aver pof
of copper cash' (The Times, 1x May 1934).p raessd ol 18 0 iring or two

3 Assiatent to the Tahsildar, who Is in choege of a tahuil {part wfa district),
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lighewalled lane, < What is he saying ? ' 1 asked. ' He tells me
lhat ane who will not pay his land revenue is here by chanee: it is
an oppottunity,’ We took the opportunity and tumed inle a
courtyard, where a middle-aged man in a long black coal, with a
white muslin sear{ grace{ully draped over each shoulder, was sitting
on a string bed enjoying the leisure and sunshine of o cold weather
Sunday. ‘Looks most respeclable, I thoughi, Yet for two
months he had dodged every efforl to make him pay the modest
sum of Rs, 36; and he had managed it, becanse he was an engine-
driver and raiely at homne on week-days, Confronted with authority,
he was all deference but murmured something about the convenience
of paying ihe amount in a few days’ time. The Naib Tahsildar,
however, having at last caught his fish was determined to land it,
and the defaulting engine-driver was obliged to accompany him to
the tahsil,

By itself the land revenue demand is not heavy, a [ew rupees
per culivated acre for good land, o few aunas for bad, with an
average of only two rupees for the whole provinee; bui when the
charge for canal waler is ndded, ton or iwelve rupees an acre may
e to be paid. A Tandowner T wel the other day told we he hod
to pay Rs, 1h,000 o year, and that to meed his last payment he wag
foreed to pawn souw of his fumily jewellery o4 12 per cond, ALl
along our roule {here has been a general tale of the pawning and
selling of jewolery for Ui payment of Government ducs, and I hear
it fromn sueh gooct and viveded sources that T cannot doubt that mwuch
of it is true, There is more pawning than selling, and roughly it is
anly the more eduvcated who sell. ‘The zemindars sell Lheir
daughters,’ said a sardonic patwari,! * but {hey will not sull their
jewellery,' This is because most of il belongs to the women, and
they eling 1o it tenaciously as their surest defence against separation
or widowhaod, The fact, however, thal many must either pawn or
sell is an indication of £hi¢ need for the reduction of Government
dues, Tt is, therefore, good news that Government has now
decided, in the case of cotton and rice, o kmock off 23 per cent of
the coming demand, subject to o minimum charge of Rs. 7-8 an
acre” But the colonist is hard Lo please, When the reduction was
announced, there was only a growl— We have norice : why nothing
for the sugar-cane ? ' Let Government look for gratitude anywhere!
but in & canal colony. *There il has Tone s6 otk that it fs blamed,
for not"doing everything.?

" 3 The villags accouniant, who is in charge of the village record of rights,
ekc.

# For further remissions, sea p. 215 n. 4.

3 Cf, Dsasand, 129, and Rusticus, 198.
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Of the forty odd menders present wvernt wete lintate  an
improvement npon yesterday, sid the ahnospbes sa liveher w
consequence, Yol evert so e e fied Tweand ol the
H&sh prices  Routd Table Conlerrnve excopt the Honorary suh
and {le Inspector,  ‘ We only know abuut own worh!' - e
standard of . ) f
living question that really interested thewm was bow they
were 1o live with prices at their prosent vl |
suggosted that the only course was to reduee expenditure uml tha
there was ample scope for this, since jn no colony hius extravagatee
gone further, This is partly becanse the colunist as been given
56 acres (two squares) Lo cultivate and made a small furtune ont of
them when prices were high, and partly beeause the Ludiords of the
district set a standard which many emulate but few can afford,
The other day when two members of my staff e vut Lo meet e,
the local man wore 2 snow white puggaive with mwe eud flonend
above it like the lail of a buby peacock, and the nther, his sspero,
2 man from a more thrifly district, un ordivaey pupgates menlestly
wound about his head @ a tiny point hut eharaeletistic of the genetal
desire in his district to pass for 4 Sardar ve genthowsn 4t Loge.
This is particutarly true of the colonist from the adjeinig dtt vl
Gujrat. "In his bome village he lived Jike any obhier prasat
proprietor : his womenfoll gathered the muuee wd wede the dung
cakes.  Bul now, since he would he o geutlewan, Wis wife it b 4
lady. She no longor grinds the wheat and rarely fetehis the waler,
1f she takos any part in the picking of the cofton, it v ouly to e
that her hireling wenchies work us Lhay shonld.  The wamen fom
Gujranwala end Sialkot still take out the oy meab to theie
menfolk in the fields, but this is no lask for a Jady and wany Gujrat
women do not doit, They have therelore too litte Lo du t nor lawe
they acquired the skill with the ncedle that would make teivue
nseful. " Women,’ said someone when we weee talking of all this,
* should work all day, for no one quarrels worse than an idle winan,’
But the most striking effect of giving the colonisl so much, well
irtigated virgin land to cultivate was the expendittre vn social
ceremonies when prices wore high. The figures mentioned to-cuy
were startling. Two Gujars said that five years ago, when they
martied their children, they spent over Rs. 5,000 each, and an
Honorary Sub-Inspector of Co-operative Societies who lives here
asserted that it was recently quite common to spend Rs. 1,000 un o
circumcision, ‘A circumeision was then a wedding.' A feast was
given to all kith and kin, and six pounds of gur to every houschold
inthevillage. Four or five hundred rupees were distributed amongst
the village servants, and occationally the rejoicings would end in &
dancing parly and fireworks, Even if his figures arc halved, the
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amount is absurdly large {or 50 acre farwers,  The Betlor Living
Soviely,! and still more the fall in prices, has changed all this, aud
now a circumelsion does nol cost more than Rs, 35, The village
servanis are the clief losers, as they shaved liberally in the general’
jollifiention involved in these damashes ; hul they take the change
philosophically and have worked out a new scale for themselves,
¢ Qur expenses were too high ; we did what the zemindars did.’

In one respect the colonist has gained by the slump. He has
heen granted the right to cultivate 56 acres of calony land indefinitely
as o Crown tenant, and one of the conditions of the
grant is ihat he ‘maindains an approved mare and
keeps her fit for breeding.  All approved colts must be sold to the
Army Remouni Department, and for one eighteen months old the
price Is from Rs. 200 to 250, as before the slamp.  The fillies are used
10 replenish the parent stock, or sold, in which case good prices can
be oblained.  Horse-breeding, therelore, provides the colonist with
a secomld siving to his bow, the value of which, with the increased
‘purehashyy power of the cupee, he now boegins lo appreciate,
Aboul 4,000 peasants wre concerned, bul many are (oo feckless or
Lon indebiod tobenefit, ¥ onee examined the rocords of two villages,
aned they showed Wil in thivly yeacs while one colonist liad made as
tuueh as Re 8,000, anather had made only a few hundred, and he
owed Ws, 10,000, Sooner ar Juter every rual aclivity 18 waler-
Togged hy lodt,

The aflernoon was Laken up with one of our annnal Co-uperative
conferences,  Onee a yoar throughoul the province neighbours axe

Ao bronght together of convenient centres by the
gg;‘gg’l?e":::" Co-operative Department to discuss their cconomie
and social problems and the means of improving their

Hves. The area of o conference is never larger than a tahsil and
may, as to-day, extend only so far as a man may go and return cn
a horse in a day. Usnally the smaller the area, the morc live the
proceedings.®  Since the village is a whole, representatives of other
‘ beneficent ' departments attend to explain their activities and, if
they arc wise, 10 learn where these activities are misplaced or do not
suit. The Agricultural Assistant preaches, it may be, the virtues
of some new type of wheat or cane, the Velerinary Inspector, the
advantages of inoculating cattle and castrating scrub bulls; the
District Inspector of Schools, the importance of keeping children at
school till they are really literale, and the Healih Officer perhaps

t For Better Living Socletics, see Peasand, 253, In 1933 there were
about s00 in ihe Punjab.

2 Conferences embracing o fow villages only have laken the place of the

old tahsil conferences, which proved 1o be too formal and unwieldy (Co-
apevative Socwlies Rph, (1933), 71)

Horse-breeding
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shows ithem how malarin may be avoulid by meejuitn net s i
guinine ; lessons of the utwnst impottanee do e peeant ot
unintelligible or ignored unless tanghil in his dialect, \puoed with b,
wit, fitustrated from his life, and quickened by sympathy with -t
almost overwhelming diffcuftios, Our comferente this altetnommn
chowed how much might be done in this way and how dithenlt it
is to do it with our present tools and materiul,
The material consisted of aboui 200 villygers muainly Janglis,
nearly all illiterale, and many nof even co-operators, rudiments uf
the riverain, with almost uwothing of the new light
An open alt 35001 them, but with a very definite character stamped
meeling Tipon their red sunbumt faces by generations of tribal
life and by centuries of heat and Islam; thotongh spotistmen in
their love of horses, yel with an almost feminive grace entivingly
expressed in the glossy love-locks that cutled lovingly mnd thea
cars, A few of us sat stiffly on an are of ¢hains, bub mosd squatted
comfortably knee to knee on the sadit town in font of the vanal
resi house. A local nolahility of vast proportioms and anfluenes
was formally voted to ihe chair  pre wiamged of et e ad twa
non-officials made trite text-hook specches abont cuttity; down
expenditure on marriages and so forth, the sevond ab sl leugth
that cven his shrill falsello voice ditl nol prevent some of as
beginaing 10 nod and the rest {6 chat.
The ouly point thai really interested the midivnes was the
{ question of Government dues, ‘1 s wixty five,” said « stalwact
zemindar with & well elipped beard, and T hawe seen huth Howes,
the days before the canal and the days affer.  The days before were
good, Our income was small, bul our wants were fow amd our life
simple, We ate millet and found it good, snd drank milk, We
wore few clothes and went on foot. Dbt was small, and there wag
1little land revenue and much land. Now we go in lorzies and spene
' foolishly, and the land is old and yiclds less, and the land reverue is
much increased : also there is Little land for us.  What can 2 man
do with only a few acres? ' He sat down amidst applause, and
yothers took up the tale. Feeling was strong and only partially
allayed by {he announcement of the remission on cotton, which here
is one of the staple crops. Everyone demanded that Government,
dues should be greatly reduced, and no one gave a thought to the
consequences. Later on when ihey were asked whether thelr
socleties should not curtail their loans owing tu the great rise in the
value of the rupee and the consequent difficulty of repayment, there
was & babel of voices, ‘ Now mote than ever do we regjuire money ;
the money-lender will not lend, and how else shall we pay the kund
revenue ?* . The rural conscience, as an Italian writer calls it, has
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nol yed been awakened, and there was not even the elomentary
knowledge of rural economics which may now be found amongst
intelligent co-operators in the central Punjab, Yel some of the
scattered sced fell upon good gronud, and at the close of the meeling
a number asked the Inspector o come to thelr weddings and help
them to cul down expenditmie.  The appearance at this point of a
photographer summoned from Sargodha turned our minds from
cconomy to its great enemy-—vanily; and since 'tis vanity that
makes the world akin, the cynic shall be silent.

17 December~—Chokera to Sargodha (10 miles)

We spent over two hours in a_village colonized by Rajputs
from Rawalpindi and Jhelum, and by Bhattis from Gujranwala,
S Seven cx-soldiers were present. Though the land
g::n:f‘dm 8 {hey held in the village had been given ihem by

Government in roward for their services, they were
nol very enthusiostic about military service, Work was heavier
{hiut it used to be, purades were many, and {here was much digging ;
also, Ll prices Toll, living was difficull.  An average® of four annas
o day had to be spent 1 an aong morning and evening for mille ;
half an anna on barber, soap, and washerman; anolher Lald
ama ou polish for boots and huttons, ele, and an ama for
clothes, Now witl low prices-—~it was reflreshing 10 meel somcone
who liked them -service was well paid, bul it was very shori,
only five years, aficr which it was difficull to get work, “This
complaint i3 general.®  The other need not be taken very serdously,
as the prosperity of the soldicr family is one of the most striking
features of the Punjab landscape,

I asked whether the ex-soldier made a good cultivator, A
sturdy peusani {rom Gujranwala said cmphatically— No. He
weeps at the work, We work day and night, the whole family of
us: bud he gives his land out, dividing the produce. In the army
he becomes “ gentelman ", wears fine clothes, and has a flounce
{furra) 1o his puggarec.” ‘I at least am as good as any zemindar,’
said one of the scldiers with perhaps less than a soldier’s modesty.
 Then drive your plough against mine, What soldier can fast as
wecan?  We have only two squares, but the soldiers have received
three,! Theimplication that the army made the soldier extravagant
was challenged, and after discussion it was agreed that he had a
better idea of the use of money and was thriftier than the zemindar,
but tock things more casily with plough and sicile. Of the seven

1 The sepoy gela his rations and need not spend more than four ar five

rupocs & month on exiras out of his pay of Rs. 16 p.m.
2 The period was shoutly afterwards extended o seven yeges.
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soldiors present only two euttivate theit bud thwene el aind od Ha
fourtcen in ihe villyge anly oue has aie inguoved typne of plongh
(s Meston), whereas five members of the Banh Tute twe sach aind
four have harrows as well, .

Continuing onr march we had it view o st isnlated i
Yills called Kirfna, more ancieud than Hinndlya ittt Arid i
T jagged, their “ splintered pinnacle=” puint @ funga ot
warning to the fertile pluin below them, P
warning is needed, far, as we saw Jast week, vanals
may ultimately bring death to the land, Thitty years agy the
Waler In this tract lay 30 to 70 feet below the sutface, Now it i
mere 10 to 30 feel, and it is still rising, In the neighbouring calomy
of Phalia (Gujrat) il Tose 40 fect in ten years-—from te) feet donent 10
29.! From many villages it both colondes comes the complaint that
land is slowly guing out of cultivation, and in Philis wlone avarly
25,000 acres are waler-logged, So serlous in e sitnation that
Government has buill & number of drains, one 74 miles g il
10 to 12 feel wide, to draw ofl the surphes witerd Many sl
acres have boon reclatmed, bul (he laned is iow Juard s Bon and o
bring it under caliivation again tequives song plowte. ael gl
bullocks ; also determined enltivalors, with athoent captal e
purchase both.3

That good crops eant he grown whete these corlition e
present is shown by a Whadel who, though » non ape nhoned, i
farming n good slice of (s lund with suecess,  Tle huts maiaged ovey
to grow canc wpon it.  When 1 enteved the comiyacd ok s howse,
the air was full of the sweel appetizing smell of the e that was
being made from ils steaming juice. 1L was steaming from e
cane-stall fire below it, which a musallit fed, wnd wn old prasaut
comforlably by gently stirring il in its large shudlw pun with o
wooden stick, Peasant and musalll each gt three ponndy of gur
out of every 82} made. No need for cash here, Ry their sie sat
one even humbler, smoking his huqya in the sunshine,  * And what
does he do? ' T asked, ‘In the hol weuther, saidl the Khatri, * b

* Gujrat Seitlemens Rpt, {ro30), 5.

 CL p, 12. In 1032 there was no appreciable rise in the water table
between the Ravi and the Jhelum ; more drninage prajects ares voume [nently
contemplated (Land Revenus ddman. Rpt. (1032), xb).

8 ! After the removnl‘ of the surplus water there remaius ' (says the Hoputy

Commissioner, Shahpur) *a very hig problem mdeed  thn probiem of brangag

1;;1;? tvl:gelilmil: h the land h»;rll;ich IWa.s \gﬂ.tm‘-h)ggwl,' nod * even an propasrtery
3, e there 15 no hope of exchanga, zemindars are 3

cu]hva.&):‘ (Pungab Colowi g, (2932);1 3,1)' h Are Sow Lo pesnme
K Khatri is & village monsy-lender, shapk

all in one, Soe pa :86.3 oy t, shapkespor, end gram deslor,
3 Ses p. 266.

Water-
logging
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pulls my punkal ; in the eold he sits here’  In India, poverty has
its compensations ) but {o oblain them one must nol live in the
lown, * Which do you profer ? * 1 asked the Khalri, who had once
been engaged in business in Rawalpindi. Without hesitation he
replied : ' The country, though now I make only a fow hundred
tupees,  ITere there is health and contentment.'

19 December.—Sargodha to Bhalwdl (20 miles)
It is impossible to march through this district withoul becoming
aware of its landlords, particulatly of the two great families of
. Tiwina and Noon, who include some of the best and
A Progrossi® 0t progressive landowners in the province.t  Their
ancestral demesnes lie off our route in the non-colony
pari of the disirict, but they have their colony csiates, where they
breed horses for the army ; and this (hey do uncemmonly well, for,
urdike the peasant colonist from the central Punjab, the Tiwéna of
ihe western marches is a born horseman and aeenstomed {o saddle
and spear from his carliest youth,  One of their villages es between
Satgboda and Bhalwil, and it shows what o young well educated
Lancllord® caa da Lo develop his loud whea he is not in deby and
apital is avadlable,  The Malik's groad wlvantage is thal the wholo.
village belongs 1o his tenily and thed his word is law, Lo has lined
the waleteourses That thread bis lelds with 2,000 young mango
trees, the oldest of which, planted six or seven years ago, are alrcady
heacing,  They stand 20 leol apart and are watered and tonded by
the {enants concerned, who get {hreefiths of the proceeds,  Both
parties are therefore interesied in the experiment, In spite of Lhis
casuallies are heavy: about a ird of the young plauts cone Lo
gricf in the feld, and many more in the nursery, The Malik tried
the same experiment in a village neater the Jhelum, but aflood came,
the waier table rose, and the young rools rotied and died. Such
experiments can be made only by a landlord, and one could wish
that more were made, But most landlords are in debt,? and an
indebted landlord is like a Persian wheel with broken pots: the
wheel goes round and round and the pots go up and down, but they
t Colonel Nawab Malik Sur Umar Ilnyat Khan, G.B.E, K.CLE., AD.C,
latoly Member of the Council of India, belongs {o the Tiwdna clan and
is ils most distinguished member, The Noon family is seen at us best in
Khan Bahadur Mahk Fateh Khan, who in different capacitics, and mow
as Deputy Regsirar, has been associated with the Co-operative Movement
almost since iy inception and has ilwoughouti played a vital pert in ils
development.
2 A pon of Sir Umar 1layat Khan,
% My unquuics suggest thei amongsi landlerds with over 300 ncres
three oul of four are in debt. In the district there are 124 who pay Rs. 750

or more in land 10venue or have as much asoigned to them. Rs, 750 would
be payable on about 200 acres of canal-urrigated land,
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feak or come ug enydy, anid the Lbind ol the well baatsonaly Ll
{le crop it might., This is one reason why the cobag ducad mnech
less developed look than Lyatlpur,  In Lyalipar, tle vtange toee 1
widely established and the orehand gatden @ Ll sehy,  bas
here hardly cven one is seen o @ march.  In the mad rnubiten
of man with man, family with family, the cobausd, folbwug the
neighbouring landlord, has preferred to deck his wife wd dhaughter
with jewellery rather than his trees with vranges,
* If one would tasie the full beauty of the open plain one shonkd
ride either at dawn or at sutiset, for then the empty heosizon beeomes
alive with colour, at dawn with ciimson tutnmg to
On the march o ber, at sunset with yellow turning to crimson, and
both with the tenderness of a flower in its first bloom.  Lo<day I
was riding late and came upon a field of sugar-rane, whete half a
dozen figures in white were crushing cane with the eiimsn <hy
behind them, I stopped, and al once {hey uncovered & pan awl
brought me a handful of the warnt gurt helover! of iutwe and peasant,
The air rang with joyful salisfaction that T hal vomse on bopselaek,
‘We can do the Sullanate homage, wad yor will knew o sdte,
and we can talk with yon,  We heard you wete sngquiting aduut the
poasants” A litlle furlher on, though it wis ahsest dhauk, b of
peasants were patlontly awailing my coming, ' Yo foet bitg
blessing,’ sald their spokesman, o mieldlesygad man with ~hung
eyes and a beard as rod a8 the supset,  * Why are you waltig & °
' Wo have complaints, greal compluints,  Our villyge 1 witlet
logged.  Ourvery houses are falling. W have lost o bigghax (don
acres) s tho canal has done us ovil. Lot us be given lond ebwwhiers,!
I rode on speculating whetber this could be done, ami as the
Gtwilight decpened, two horsemen disappearsd acrow the plain,
leaving behind them a stream of white dust, which driftert like incense
towards the west, which still glowed,

20 December ~Bhalwal

.. Thelittle market town of Bhalwél is a pleasant place 1o halt al ;
it has a commodious rest house, and round it is a garden full of roses
and orange trees, the latter with their sunset-coloured fruit and
jade green fgﬁage faintly reminiscent of the fairy tale's enchautment.
In the evening I inspected two banks in a suburb of the market, one
of zemindars and tenants, the other of village servants, A zemindar
Who has matriculated acts as Honorary Secrotary of the latter, aud
there would be more to be said for zemindars matriculating if they
often did this kind of thing,

* Unrefined sugar.

* In this.district two bighas make an acre.
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Over forly peasunts were present, and all sat on the ground in
{he small open courtyard where vur meeting was,  The twenty-five
# The aftch of metnbers of the zemindars’ hank were Wahraich Jats
& market from Jhelum. In nineleen years they have accumu-
lated Rs, 8,000 in undistributed profit and reserve,
But the interesting thing about them was the eflect on their lives of
being near a small but active market, Vesterday, for example, they
sold their cotton (6oo maunds) collectively to ihe Zemindars’
Trading Company, thereby escaping the numerous irritating petly
charges of the commission agent and the market : and they have
done this with Lheir colton (but not their wheat) for the last four
years. Morcover, unlike other villages visited this month, they
have a number of improved implements. Twelve of those present
have Meston ploughs, and many have ‘ kharif drills’. One even
hias a bar harrow. Secd of improved types, Punjab 84 for wheal
und Coumnbatore 223 for cane, is obtained from the Agricultural
Departiment, and in the last four years, taught by two Arain tenants,
a dozen have leart {o grow vegetables, But so little now can be
gol for them that {hey meditate giving themnp, ¢ Look,” thoy said,
pointing 40 o vart Taden with canliiowers, * ibat feiches only five
atsix Tupees, e ast year cach canliflower sold for {two pice.t
Growing vegotables and pounda cane, the cane that 15 dearest to
the chwwer, they see manure i a new light,  Dung-cakes were tsed
in gvery liouse, as Is still the case in most of the district, but to-day
seven said that they had almost entirely givon them up and wsed
colton statks, ole, instead,  Nine mombers have joined {ogether to
buy the markel refuse. Before they grew paunda cane, it sold for
only Rs. 10; and six yoars ago, when prices were at their highest,
it fetched Rs, 1,300, Even now it felches Rs. 700,  Its distribution
amongst 1le nine purchasers is simplicily itself: each gets il for
amonth, and in the three odd months it goes to Lhose who paymore,
The zemindars cannot be saved unless God saves them,’ said
a member, when we were considering how Lo improve their con-
dition, And he added bitterly: ‘ Government has
Oongress and  withdrawn its monay, and no one buys our produce.
%‘bl?%‘;‘ﬁ“_ Congress has stopped trade, and Government has done
enas this to punish them. Pretly crude politics but
widely held.  For the moment Congress, or ‘ Cangress-
Mangress’ as many call it contemptuously, is the Muslim peasant’s
béte noire, and I hear many unsoliciled and not over-enlightened
comments on the baneful effect of its policy of boycoit upon the
economics of the villige, Made to please the Sahib, some will
say; but tweniy-six years' service in a country attunes the ear
T About }d.
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to the difference hetween what i saud warh the Ip oo b what 10 nd
from the heart,  Not that what is sicd tong Use leatt ooiee wly
right, Alas for the human heat, Nee o S hy andeed woes b v e
here: for th(mgh *eivil disobedience * Bw il Dec withoug 14w
economic effect, it is as nothivg fo the eltec t ol the wotld g £ Chy
significance of the remark is that it was made and bely vod, ad thar
to-day, owing to the proximity of the et We Sere a2 mge
intelligent atmosphere than wsual.  Kight vt ob the teonty tiee
members were literate ; three had read up to the middie ~tamband,
and one is al college,  Yet of the forty-twa present suls thiee bl
even heard of the Round Table Comterenee?  [he mattienlate
Secretary merely knew Lhat o conference was goingt o in P uland
and that it was ‘for the advanlage of the conntry ", Another
commented : * Big big men (mole male admi) have gone thete fur
their advantage; for us wrelches thete s duathle” Only fhe
Secretary of the zemindars” bank hal auy iva of what the Con.
ference was aboul: ‘Seme suy Himdustin should manage s
affairs ; olhers thal it is impossible $ they are Tavmg o weetiygg o
discuss it

This dgnorance is general in the village and olae o the Lut
ihat so fow read a newspaper. 1o thiv vithyme, ot yedaie, Nise
"7 areonly two, F What ddo the poot wiet e huow ot
the Conferenen 2 * exelpivoed vie of e vistopom the
last districl, ‘Al they think of i Tww to Dl theis Bedhe "0 Ay
oducated zemindar who wia reeently witlome think st thee peasim
is wise noi 1o lake an jnlevest in politivs, fur " otherwise he will sl
less work and quarrcl more’, Tle saied that in last Septeadna’s
election for 1he provineial Council all voled acevnedivg to thelt tudw,
and that only those went to the poll who were tiken in fottiis,  In
one case (not in thiy distriet), the two rival candidates are said
to have tossed, and the toss was won by & man who lad
squandered his father's substancs in riotons living. T recently
asked a number of peasanis whether they lad voted at this slection,
Their reply was typical :  The zaildar tukl us to vote for Umar Din
(an Arain like the zaildar) and we gave him eur vete, I then
enquired what the Council did for them, *If we want suething,
we tell the Council-wala, and the Council witl beg of the Sickue.'
These people had a glimmering of the meaning of parlimuentary
government, but most have none and wold much rather Doy of
the Sitkar themselves. As neatly everyone votes according to tribe
or religion, elections stir up a cloud of communal dust, but the

* In the summer of 1930 ‘ clvil disobedlence* was ut ity worst.

# ‘The first Round Table Conferenco met in London in Nuvember vpge.
3 Cf. Rwsticus, 106,

Elootions
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peasant is nol a politieal animal and generally (not always)® the dust
ston settles?  1E however, the elector gains little from an eleetion
hut a breath ol excitement and faction, the suecessfil candidate at
least benelits in aotlook by exchanging village for provincial politics.
The eiteets wie sometimes curions, A bank president tells me that
when he was olected I gave up having a piv,  * My eleclion taught
e whal my rights were,  But such knowledge is usually purchased
dear.  Rs. 10,000 is ho uncowmon price to pay for election, and

{.sums twice and even thrice as large are not infrequently mentioned,
where personal rivalry is keen and purses deep.3

ar December {Sunday) —Bhalwal to Bhera (15 miles)

To-day we spent three hours at a village near Bhalwil with
thirty-four cullivators and a number of schoolmasiers, who had
Politics collecied for the werkly meeting of their co-operative
Thritt Svciely. The level of intelligence was much
the same as yesterday, aud the only newspaper that comes o the
village iv o petindieal taleen io by the schoolmaster.t Live lhad
heard of the Ronnd Table Conlerence, bul all they knew aboul it
was ol * leadors” bad gone to London 1o ask for power (hakumat),
at that each commmnily wanled power for jlsell, *We have
heatd,' saied a Muslim, * (hal the Hindas want (he land and would
heeane King,'!  Mote wans known aboul the admiuistration, and the
different v i the official hierarehy, exeeutive and judicial, were
curteeily stated excepl tor o slight (o the Finaneial Connnissioners,
who were fgnobly placetd under the Sessions Judge,  But- significant
amission  in mumdng everyone from patwird {o King, no one
mentioned (he Ministers,  When T asked who they were, they said
! They are made by our votes ; wo have no kuowledge what they do,
nor why they are made : everyone is for himself.” They mentivned
two by name, and knew that one was for education and the other
for revenue.  * The Maliks (1he big landlords of the district—one is
a Minister) gain, not we : they exist for {heir advantage, ot ours.’

= We pussed on to Mr. Gandbi. ‘ We know his name, but we

nave no certain knowledge ol what he teaches; we have not seen
. him.

Mr, Gandld ‘Many,' I said, ‘ see him as a saint.’

'Ifheisa saint,” commented asceplic, recalling those who wanted
a sign from one greater than Mr, Gandhi, ‘let him put right our
water-logging and our prices.’  (Waler-logging is bad in the village.)

L CE Rustuus, 22,

2 CE, thid, 63, 211, 27X,

3 Cl by, 212,

4 ‘Ten of ihe thirly-four cultivalors were illiterate, and ihree had been
through the Middle School.
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* When Gandhi’s name is spoken,’ said another, ‘ we are silent ;
he thinks of his advantage, not of ours: it is his duing that trading
is stopped.” Thisis not fair 1o Mr, Gandhi nar sound economies hut
typical Muslim peasant talk. As to Mr Gandhi's idens about
spinning, it was said: ‘ For men it is impossible : from generation
to generation they have not done it, and they havc_no time,’

The peasant js very sour about the fall in prices. The usual
effects were mentioned. Firstly, expenditurc on marriages had

Qfallen enormously. O‘%? member in marrying his son
Eftacts of the " gight ycars ago speut Rs. 3,000 0 4,000, but only
PR Rs. 50 when he re-married him recently, his wife
being dead ; and yesterday a bridegroom had set out with a marriage
pacty of only five instead of the nsual ‘ hundred'. Secondly, like
yesterday’s Jats, they are combining to sell their cotton o a local .
mill and cut ont the commission agent altogether, They have been
driven to {his by the action of the agents last summer. The agents
sold their wheat for them and, instead of handing over the proceeds,
applied them to the repayment of their loans and then refused to
advance them anything more for {heir Government ducs, unless
they pawned their jewellery,

Thirdly, rates of interest have gone up, The cuslonary mato
when jewellery was pawned used to be 1z per cont (oceasionally ¢),
but now it is x5 or 184, and even 24 per cent is charged. In five
cases given me to-day the rate was 15 per cent in two, 18] in iwo
more, and 24 per cent in the fifth, In the firsl two cases the rate
was low, because the borrower sold his grain through the lender,
and in the last case high, becanse the amonnt of jewellery pawned
was considered inadequate, All my informants agree that jewallery
has been freely used in the last six months to replenish resontcus,
mainly for the payment of Government dues, and that much more
has been pawned then sold. ‘ God has got it pawned,’ was the
answer to a question why this was so. Fatalism could not go
further. Some goldsmiths I met last week said thal the peasant
began to part with his jewellery eighteen months ago and that he
has only 25 per cent left. Others consulted put the percentage at
25 or 30, and no cne at more than 50, but such estimates are perforce
the merest guesses. Meanwhile, recovery from the peasant is so
difficult that loans without security, commonest of all before, have
almost O(aes;sed. Sopsthhave to be given to old clients to keep them
In 2 good temper; otherwise loans are made against only jewellery,
orland. *They will not even"éﬁ?fﬁ?:he?ﬁé’fb” our h'ozlnes:’ sajiil
an mdxgngnt colonist, and in India family ties are so strong that to
the colqmst to be unable to raise money for the joutncy to the home
viliage is 5 complete example of shattered credit,



EDUCATION AND THE PEASANT 3

All along our route T find an indifforence to politics and a
keenness for education. Yesterday when I asked the gathering
. what were the advantages of going Lo school, tongues
fh‘;“;“:;::n:“d were unloosed, ' With education one can measure
the land, understand accounts, perhaps get service,’
said a tenant. ‘One becomes a human being; one does not eat
fraud,’ added an older member who had read in the Primary school,
Then quoting Saadi: ' Without knowledge one cannot recognize
God.'

* Which is the greatest advantage of all ? ° I asked,

in ‘He who reads may take part in the assembly (iflas) of a
g

Anather less ambitious said : ‘ He knows how to rise and sit
down, and he can get service” In ihe same modest spirit did
Solomon exclaim in his famous prayer: ‘I am but a child: 1 know
not how to go out or come in.”

¢ Some say,’ I continued, ' that education is not good for those
who cultivate, What do you think ?’

* The man who can read and write knows what to do: he can
think and look at books.’ Actunally neither in this village nor in
1o-day's could I discover any malerial difference belween the
cducated and uneducated farmer. ‘We are all the same,” was
io-day’s verdicl, and enquiry showed thal it was subsiantially
correct : five of the seven who had Meston ploughs were literate,
and five of the six wlo had chaff-cutters wore illiicrate.

As a number of schoolmasters were present, I asked them what
elfect education had upon the peasant, All agreed that the Primary
and Vernacular Middle Courscs had no bad effect, but that the
Anglo-Vernacular Middle {ended to dissociate him from the land,
and that the High School was worse? ‘It is the boycott of the
land,’ said the presideni expressively3 To a question, why the
boys do not help their parents in the fields during the holidays he
replied : ‘ Those in the Primary and Vernacular Middle schools help :
in the other schools they have much home-work, ~Also their parents
are to blame. When they go to school, they take too much care
of them ; they look upon them with anxiety, and do not like them
to do anything which may make them fail in their examinations.’
Some of those present said {hat boys who had matriculated could
not do farm work, but they admitted that if they st themselves toit,
they would develop the necessary sirength in a yeer or so.4

I 1 Kings i, 4.

# Cf, Rustirus, 180,

8 Cf, ibid., 43, 66, 358.
4 Cf, 1bid., 111,
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In the village are Primary schools for hoth hoys and gitls, but

the girls’ school, though started soven years ago, hias ouly twelve
pupils against forty-five in ihe boys' school, Another

Sohaols ten or twelve gitls ae taught 10 rewd the Koran in
Arabic at the mosque, without of course understanding one word of
the text. At the soldier village visited a few days ago® the same
thing was being done, and boys and girls were being taxght together,
1 asked whether there was no objection. ‘ They are childven : when
they become mature (badigh), then without doubt it will be different.’
I then asked whether they would like to have a girls’ schoal, * Yes,’
said the soldiers in a chorus ; but an old Bhatti disagreed ; ‘ We do
not want our gids to learn English: there is no cuslom.” This
roused a member of the younger generation: ‘He is 70 or 72 years
ald: his words are not good: he does not understand.’ Of the
boys' school {only a Lower Primary) there was but one opinion :
“ Qur boys become wise {agimand) in their work. Te have no eyes,
but they will be able {0 read the Khatri's account and the palwari's
papers.” Much the same was said of Uhe girls' schuol yosterday,
' They get civilization ; they Jearn to understand profit and loss ;
and to look after their children; this is the most imporlant of all,
At present our women are ln datkoess.”  And indued they ate,,for
in the whole dislrict, rich as it once wus in the days of high prices,
out of a total female population of 370,000 only 8,000 wre literate
and 5,500 at schoal. As is the case everywhory, the hoys are [ar
more considered, and in about 150 small arcas education for tiem is
compulsory. Yet even in {hese areas overa third do not go ta sehool,

For schoolmasters, as for all on fixed incomes, the full in prices
is a Dlessing; and realizing this, 1he schoolmasters present had
Tt wisgly increased their monihly contributions to their
ichosimasters 1uilt Society, They contribute from one to fve

rupees a month, and some of them a rupee or {wo
more for special objects, In two years they have accumulated
Re. 500 (now on deposit at 74 per cent), which is o respectable sum
for men on only Rs. 23 a month (f22 108, a year).? They all came
from village schocls within a radius of six miles and meel in this way
once a month on Sundays,

Leaving the canal colony behind us, we crossed the northern
branch of the Lower Jhelum Canal, its water a jade green, showing
Bhara that we are not far from the hills, whence only such

) water can flow in these plains of mud, clay, and sand,
Hills indeed we saw, not the mighty Himélyas but the long

*p. 23
2 In a small village in Scotland th i .
P Yeal;_(lgad,)-uag & schoolmistress gels £215 (housc-rent



A REST HOUSE AND ITS GARDEN 3

flal-lopped ridge of the Salt Range, which streiches over 100 miles
wesiwards from {he Himdlyns, like the great wall of China dividing
the rugged moorlands of the north from the vast Punjab plain,
As we sighled il, we entered the wide open riverain of the Jhelum,
Dust lay a foot deep on the road and rose round the passing lorries
like surf, In places the sand was so decp that sirips of brick
causeway had been sunk in it 10 help motors through. The sun was
far down in the west when we approached Bhera—an imposing
little town of 20,000 inhabitants, with eight stately gateways built
over sixty years ago by a Deputy Commissioner, whose name
(Captain W. G, Davies)® is still remembered ; and most ancient it
looked after the upstart market towns of the canal colony. Famous
for its henna dye and its craftsmen, cunning workers in wood, iron,
and stons, it owed its affluence in pre-railway days to its position
on the Jhelum, then an important highway. Such prosperity as it
has al present is due largely 10 many of its sons having done well in
Government service, The surroundings are beautiful, so beantiful
ihat they once made Thorburn? exclaim in famous Persian quolation
—* If there is a paradise on earth, it is {his, it is ihis, it is {his’? Bul
now the cily is torn by faction, ils lanes are filthy, its drains full of
stagnant water, and ils Municipal Committee half bankrupt, and so
rotien is its state that one of its retired officials exclaimed in parody :
‘If ihere i3 o wicked city on carth,it is this, it is ihis, il is this."
Sipping 1ea in the garden of the old rest house, the ¢ wicked
cily ' oul of sight, one felt that Thorburn was right, A Persian
wheel crooned plaintively by the well, the doves cooed
as only Indian doves coo, and the setting sun plerced
the jungle of palm tree, banyan, and cactus with
spears of light. The canal colony with its rectangular fields, its
straight roads, its inlerminable avenues of shisham trees, and its
trim four-cornered villages speaks of a new order of things. But
1his was the old India—melodious, plaintive, prodigal, prickly, above
all warm-hearted, The rest house is in keeping. Its two centre
rooms (26 feet by 16) are spacious enough for a durbar, and in each
stands a looking-glass of regal proportions supported, in characteris-
tic eastern fashion, by a table with all the look of the under-dog;
and hung above the mantelpiece, in solitary state, is a large plan of
the rest house. ‘ Know thyself,’ it seems to say; * know how large

A rest house
and its garden

I Deputy Commissioner 1862-7.
2 The late Mr. S. S. Thorburn, C.8.1., anthor of Mussalmans and Money-
lendors wn the Pumab, etc,
3 Agar firdaus bar ru-e saminas
Haminast o k 2ok

4 In the past, too, Bhera used to be ‘ notorious for its factiousness and '
peeudo-religions animosilles ' (Shakpur Gazetieer (1918,) 291},
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yet bare thou art.’ Rest house and garden belong 10 an age thad is
passing : sure sign of {his—the stables are & heap of ruins,

22 Dacember.—Bhera to Lilla (12 miles)

The day began with the inspection of a snall sociely of tailors,
There are about zoo in Bhera, nearly all Muslim, and twenty-cight
have joined the ‘bank’. Seventeen were present,
Tellors and  gpd, the tailor being nimble of wit as of hand, we had
g;fe::n in animated talk. Al are working independently, and
six have apprentices, A year ago, before the slump,
they were doing well, and eleven were earning over Rs. 650 a year,
and one, thanks to a brother and three apprentices, Rs. I,000.!
They bore out what we have heard in several villages, that homespun
was now more freely worn. I asked them how {hey knew this.
* We take the wool for our quilis to the ofl-presser {o be carded, and
nowadays he tells us—I am very busy, you must wait.’ ‘Thad
to wait twenty-two days,’ said one tailor, ‘ and I went to him daily.’
The change began five months ago with the {all in ptices and the
Congress boycott of foreign cloth. One resull, and wo have heard
this all along our route, is that much more spinniug f done in both
town and viilage ;* another, that the tailor corns loss.  Lor sewing
homespun they cannot charge more than thirce or four annis a yard
as the malerial itself does not cost more ihan ten aunas « yacd,
For mill-made cloth they can charge Lwice as much, and for making
vp silks—now lillle worn—ihey go up to Rs, 2 a yard. More costly
fabrics, too, mean mors elaborate clothes : for example, o shirl with
collar, cuffs, and buttons instead of the country shirl, which nl tmost
requires only a collar, And the country shirt is so simple that it
can be made up at home ; but the more elaboraie and closer ftting
modern shirt needs an expert hand to cut it out and machine it.
So too with the peasant’s bedding. A quill made of mill-made cloth
must be machined, but an ordinary quilt can be just stuffed with
cotton or wool,
1t is rare to find a peasant steadily depositing small sums of
_s_urplus money with a bank, but several of these tailors were doing
A ity this in sums of a few annas to a rupee, It is certainly
tatlar eagier to do it when income comes dribbling in from
day to day instead of from harvest 1o harvest, and
necessary, too, for one who works with a costly machine if he would
* The figures given me at the maesting were 50 per cen \
::gg&ego ma& there ia a8 at&ng it::degcx on {hepps;: oié ht%‘::zemﬁ[grh:‘ﬁ
credut Hrnits piteh :gﬂagsg;gh - plgssibloeu?:: 31:11) f)rde: to have their maximum

8 This applies to other parts of India as well, see Mz, i*s article
Young In riiu,ga apel 19311? well, see Mr. Gandhi's article in
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keep out of debt. One tailor told us that before the days of the
bank, when his machine was beginning 1o wear out, he bought a
money-box and, having locked it, he threw the key down a well
that he might be under no temptation to open the box, Every day
he slipped an anna or two into it, and on lucky days a silver piece.
Two years passed, and he reckoned that he must have saved the
Rs, 9o required for a new machine, He opened the box and found
Rs. 93, By this simple means he saved himself a debt of Rs, o0 (63
per cent ‘discount’ would have been deducted) and interest at 25
per cent. And here is anolher case. Till prices fell & Muslim dyer
(inet elsewhere) used every day to put aside an anna for his son and
another for his daughter againsi the day of their marriage. When
the money-boxes were opened, he found Rs. 80 in the one and
Rs. 125 in the other, a sum which represented five and a half years’
steady saving.  Meritorious is small expense and small accumula-
tion,” is what Asoka wrote on India’s rock over 2,000 years ago,
and if anly the peasant would seek merit in this way, saving, instead
of borrowing, to spend, ihe face of rural India would soon be
changed.?
Few arc Lhe sewing machines in 1ihe village, but in Bhera {here
are over 100. They arc becoming the stand-by of the Hindu widow.
Many carn their living with thom to the tailors’ loss,
Ez::f::‘il“ The local girls’ school is also a rival, for it has done
much 10 improve the sewing, embroidery, and crochet
work of the girls of the town. They showed me specimens with
unconcealed admiraiion, but complained that all this competition
had reduced their income by {four or five annas in the rupee. How
were they mesting this ? ‘ Two, two and a half months ago we had
a meeting of the brotherhood (béradari)? of our ward—each.ward has
. its own—and appointed a panchayat of five good men. to fix what
“each 'family should' spend on their marriages and funerals. No
fixed rule ws laid down, as circumstances vary’ Three marriages
have taken place sincs, and in one case a member sajd he spent only
Re. s0min ma.frymg his son jnstead of Rs. 1,000, which he must
have don before, “Ancther marriage is about to take place, and
it has been arranged that only those who take part in the marxiage
~procession, and not the whole brotherhood, shall be feasted. Inthe
“village the mdlgenous panchayai survives only in the south-east
with any vigour, but amongst the humbler castes of the town it

t Asoka: Carmichael Lectures by Dr. Bhandarkar, 278 (quoted Indian
Jousnal of Economics, vol. vin, part 2).

% Some peasants do it already: see Rusious, 257.
3 Biotherhood is a Iileral translation of this common word; the lie
16 relationship not rehgion.



36 CHENAB TO JULLUM

still thrives. These lailors have had one for years and so suceessful
is it that no onc goes to court,

The sun was high when we left Bhera, and hot whien we ploughed
our way through the heavy sands which betokened var appoach o
the Jhelum, Before us rase, no longer shadowy, the long oblong
mass of the Sall Range, bare as a skelelon, stiff as a corpse, its face
splashed with red, symbolic of the blood that flows su freely amongst
those who live in its uplands. This was the red of the salt which
gives the hills their name. The Jhelum, like all Punjab rivers in
the cold weather except the unharnessed Indus, was 4 mere wraith
of its surmer self, but beautiful, as all running water is on these dry
thirsty plains ; and as we splashed through its clear shallow stream,
the sunlight spun a thousand fairy arcs and rings on its sparkling
surface. We were bardly on to the white sand beyond when men
of Jhelum cantered up to greet us, and with many reciprocated good
wishes for Christmas and the New Year, I bade good-hye {o the
men of Shahpur and entered Jhelum and the northern Punjab,



Craprer III
THE SALT RANGE:

RECONSTRUCTION*—FEUD AND FACTION—THE SOLDIER AT
Home

Tup river Jhelum, the ‘ fabulosus Hydaspes ' of Horaces and the
scene of Alexandet’s victory over Porus, is the most northerly
of the five rivers that give the Punjab its name and is a real
boundary. It marks the end of the great plain which begins far
south of Delhi, and beyond it live Muslim iribes who have more
affinity with those of ceniral Asia than with India’s prolific races.
Braced by a colder climate and grudgingly fed by a dry rocky soil,
they are the most virile and marlial peasantry in India, South of
the Jhelum, rnen s sport is the theft of cattle, here it is the murder
of enemics. “And {here can be no doubt thai the murderer is niore
aliractive than the thief. ‘A murderer is often a good man,
a thief gencrally a bad,” an experienced magistrate once said 1o me
of these parts. ‘The thief is a timid shifty fellow, a man of smiles
and wiles; but the murderer, having a more passionate {emperament,
is bolder, straighter, simpler, and, when disciplined by military
service, makes a firsl 1ate soldier.

Lilla is a townlel of #,000 inhabitants and stands on the open
plain a few miles from the base of the Salt Range. I was ahead of
my three camels—this was our firsl day with this
majestic but leisurely means of transport—and I
scttled down for a talk with two Mushm wveterans,
one a humorous, loquacious Captain who had seen much service
in Irak and Kurdistan, the other & matter-of-fact but quick-tem-
pered Risaldart who had served in East Africa. They had a great
deal to say about Mr. F, L. Brayne’s village campaien, started
a year ago when he came came to this district as Deputy Commissioner,5
The Captain had become a life member of some * uplift ’ organization
at a cdst of Rs. 100. The other had got off more lightly with only

Mr, Brayna's
campagn

1 Rainfall 22 inches (eastern half).

2 Thus word 15 gradually dwsplacing the odions word ‘ uphit’, which,
howaever, 15 still freely used m the Report on the Progress of Educairon s the
Pun]ab Jor 1932-3.

3 QOdes 1, 6.

4A cnvalry officer

5 For an account of lue earhier campaign i Gurgaon, see Rusticus,
chapter v.
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Rs. 10. Even so, he spoke with feeling: ' My pension is only
Rs, 34: the Captain Sahib’s is Re. 270, Then the Captain lad
sbscribed to a prize fund, and further sulweriptions were spoken of,
They laughed good-humonredly at all this, but it was the langhter of
men drenched in an unexpected shower.  They mentioned the many
things for which money was needed, and when they came to the
loud-speaker, which cost Rs+3,200, the Risaldar exclaimed, throwing
up a dark but emphatic hand : * That at least is not required,’

Nor did he like the manure pit, one of which I noticed empty
on fhe property of some retired official as I entered the town,
* It talkes & man six days, probably more, to dig, and we have to pay
a man eight annas a day to doil.  Our labourers won't doit. It is
not our work, they say, Nor do we need manure on our land here,
There is 100 little rain, and it heats the land, and the crop withers.”r
But the Captain had absorbed more of the new teaching, ‘It is, of
cotrse, a good thing,' he sald, ‘ to put all the dirt aud refuse into
a pit, and Brayne Sahib says we musl use il as a latrine ; and, it is
true, some people here relievd themselves in the lanes.' ‘Then,
taking a wider view : ' There is no doubdt the Sabily's ideas ave good
and what he tells us is true,  Our villages ave diely wnl ot healih
is bad and we are not educated. But the puople nre ignorant aned
lazy. They are so ignorant thal they do not see thal those things
are good, And they are too lazy o be willing (o dig pits. Hute
the land is raindand and when the ploughing and the sowing are
done, there is nothing mare lo do Ll the cutting,  They wark fur
three months and are idle for nive, They are very lazy.

The Captain took up the lale again, ' The Sahib asks us- do
the people think [ammad ? (Loud langhter at hisidea) We KAy
to him—the people must have {hought Moses mad, and corlainly
they thought Muhammad Sahib mad when he told them thejr
idols were of earth and should nol be worshipped. Then people
tegarded him as a prophet.’

' And what else is the Sahib doing ?*

"He says girls must not wear even carrings. But say the
people, if our girls do not wear them, how shall we know they are
not boys?’ Whereat the Risaldar related with gusto thal in
East Aftica he had seen men and women going about naked, and
when remonstrated with they said: ‘ You wear clothes, but how
can you tell who is man and who is woman ? ' * The Saldb said,’
he continued, * buy mosquito curtains instead of jewellery. Jowel-
lery does you no good, A thousand curtains were ardered, but it
a pemson buys one, his neighbours say—* He has made himself

* Cf " In these dry and thirsty soils mannre is sai stop
(Chabul (Jhglum) Agm. 3% (3’9 e nre is said to burn up the crop
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a Nawab "*—and everyone laughs at him. The people are very
ignorant.” The Risaldar was quile surc that il would all end when
Mr, Brayne was transferred. ‘So it always is. There wasB . . .
Sahib: his passion was roads, nothing but roads: we all made
Toads. Much money was spent here in collecting slones to make
a big road ; but he was transferred, and the metal was auctioned
for nothing, and no one thought any more about roads. When
the Deputy Commissioner says a door must be opened, we all
throw ourselves against it, because we want {o please him; not
because it is in our hearts to do this. It will only last if it is in
people’s hearts, and this is not in their hearts.’ -
How is it to be put into their hearts ? That is the question.?
It was now evening, and from the plain around us arose waves
of dust made by the shambling cattle trailing homewards. Beyond
them the sun was setting in clouds, an angry sun, which made the
{ hills Jook as if they had been steeped in blood. But my camels had
atrived, and I sat hungrily down to a belated meal by the fire,

23 December.~Lilla to Sardhi (xo tmiles)

1 breakfasted in the sun and shivered, so cold is it now, The
cattle, with lean discoloured flanks, wete going out in scarch of
. pasture, Here they do not remain at home in the
gﬁf’ﬁ%’bﬁ“ winter months ag colony cattle do, for in this unirg
ted couniry there is plenty of waste: at preseni,
indeed, there is little else butl the stones and salt washed down from
ihe hills. This means a hard life for the cattle but, though small
and thin, they are inured 1o hardships which would kill more showy
beasts. And man must be hardy too, for harvests are as uncertain
as ihe hand of God—two-thirds of a crop Tay be lost for wanl of
Taift,s thé heal fn summer is terrific, and water i3 as scarce as it is
bad. An official tells me that at a village near here he saw over
a hundred people struggling to draw water from a small well, the
only drinking supply in the village, and the water was ‘ a foul liquid
full of mud and salt’, Vet this village was fortunate io have
a well of its own, Many villages have none and men have to go
miles to find one.

There are two societies in Lilla, and 70 of their 150 mem-
bers were present at my inspection, The six soldiers amongst
them were the only bright spot. No ome else was
literate, and the only fmproved implement in the
town was a Meston plough, which one of the societies had got three

t A Muslim title siguifying great position and weelth,

a Ci, Rustious, 48, 137.
3 The ramfall 15 only 12 mches.

Administration
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yeats ago as an experiment, But I could not find that angone Jiad
wsed it, though a fow had seen it. For the first time this year—
probably the result of Mr. Brayne's campaigy- swlc('toc} wheat
seed (Punjab 8 A) was made available, and u fow used it One
member, the owner of 100 acres, knew the different rungs of the
official ladder, though he did not know the King’s name.  But when
it came to the Judicial, there was a long pause before anyone
{apart from the ex-officers) could remember whlulca.me ahove the
Sessions Judge ; and no one knew how many Ministers there were.
Someone mentioned a Minister who lives across the Jhelum, but
when asked what he did, merely said : ‘ He tours about the Punjab
like others.” Of the other Ministers no one knew anything.

We set out at three to climb the hills to Sardhi, which stands
on the outer edge of the Salt Range. ‘ You will be late if you do

not slart at once,’ said the Caplain: ‘it is not
é:ﬁ";{::;: 0 5 road for the dark’ He was right. It is years

gince I was on a worse. Across ihe {ew miles of
dividing plain it was well enough, but when we enfered the narrow
gorge where the climb began, it becamie all stones and boulders,
jand the stones rang with the slithering and seraping of our horses’
shoes. At the entrance to the gorge, a spot too desolate fur anything
but the worship of God, was a shrine with a small colny of stone
houses, where lived a pir and lds satelliles, People come thiere,
appropriately, to be healed of stone, for the cure of which the shyine
has acquired fame, I thought {his might be due (o some virlue in
the sali-red cliffs above ; but, said my Inspector, ‘ peaple come not
to drink but to salaam.”

The hills around and above us were not so bare as they had
seemed from Lilla but far more diabolic. And the road up themn
was disholically steep. I got off my mare to relieva the sirain,
and after climbing a bit cast a furtive eye backwards to see how my
companion, an Indian colleague, was faring. He had dropped
behind to a convenient distance and had mounted his pony again,
Catching my glance, he dismounted at once—such is the courtesy
of the East in the presence of a * superior '—but a word shouted
down the hill brought him into the saddle again. Catching me up,
e said apologetically : ‘ My weight is greater {han yours, and it
was indeed by nearly two slone, As we climbed higher, the hills
did not grow less bare, but their grim cracked faces became alive.
(The purple shadows of evening chased the sunlight up their slopes,
and as they did so the light grew radiant, and the cliffs ahove shone
8 if they saw beyond the sunset. On their outer edge, like crenclla~
tions on g fort, stood the village of Sardhi, Tnaccessible it seemed,
and to regeh it the road passed through the living rock, On tle
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crest we paused 1o look at the plain 1,500 feet below, hut all we
coulel see wis the Jhelum faintly showing through the baze of dusk,
Beyond the erest lny an entirely new country of moor and field
stretching away to a fac Jine of hills; and on the edge of the moor,
by a solitary pipal tree,® stood the ﬁgcd rest house that gives us
shelter for the night.

24 December—Sardls to Kellar Kahdr (10 miles)

A feeling of leisure to-day, for the Christmas holidays have
begun, and for len days there will be no daily post-bag of files from
Lahore, I started breakfast on the terrace, but the
i‘;ﬂ%ﬂ:ﬂn sun was no match for the north wind, and I was
driven in, After breakfast we strolled over {o the
village to see how it did. The headman and a white-bearded
one-toothed veleran appeared. They showed us their mosque,
which the village had recently enlarged at a cost of Rs. 500, each
house contributing according to its means. Labour, too, was
given free, so that only three artificers had to be paid.* There isno
mﬂpcratxve society in the village, but much 111:11genous co-operation.
A a marriage everyone lends a hand: fuel is collected from the
ide, beds arc carried {o the house of enterlainment, and water
brought to the barber and washerman?® for ihe cooking. When
anyone dics, those who como to condole on the first day are enter-
tained by the village, so that the bereaved may be left to their
mourning, and neighbours dig the grave. At plough-time and at
harvest, if anyone has more work than he can manage, he is helped ;
also if timber has to be fetched for a new house or an old. In fact,
as the headman said: ‘If there is any work a man cannot di
himself, we help him."* Even when there is enmity, those who are
at feud help each other, and speaking of this, the veteran said:
‘ If my enemy asks me to help him, I do so with great willingness.’
My companion, who was a little sceptical about this, subsequently
verified the poini from an educated zemindar.

The curse of the district is faction. ‘A good quarrel to draw
emulous factions and bleed to death 1 upon 5 is what these virile
people love. My companion, who knows the district
well, says that nol more than 25 per cent of its
villages are free of it, and most of them only because they are too

Faction

T Fious rahigiosa.
3 By ihe same excellent means the village church of Dalmeny (near
Edlnburgh) hag been restored to its ancient beanty.
3 According to local eustom, he makes the kakws, 8 compound of flour,
clarified butter, and sugar.
+ So is 1t also in the remoter villages of the island of Mull,
3 Troilus and Cressida, 1i, 3, 79.
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small for rival parties. In the rest it smoulders, and in about
a 1hird it breaks oul from time to time in fght and murdert 1
asked the veleran how things were in his youth, “When 1 way
young,’ he replied, ' there was less faction ; then there was more ;
now again there is less. When T was young there was also less
falsehood ; now there is much cheating. But it is the wisdom
(hihmat) of Allah’ That there was less strife he altributed to
education and to greater severity in punishment, The improve-
Thent began after the war, This opened men's minds to the folly
of always fighting with each other. ‘ We even kill o man beeanse
he makes himself a Sardar (a genileman at large) '— an allusion to
some murder of the past when democralic principles were more
forcibly upheld than they arc now. The occasion, not the cause,
of this constant sirife is the comparative idleness of the people.
The tract depends mainly upon rain, and, as the rainfall is only
23 inches, the cultivation is necessarily of the simplest character
and leaves the peasant with little to do from November to April,
from seed-time {0 harvest?  Fodder for the cattle has to be hrowgld
in and chopped, and * when thai is done, we sit awd smoke the
huqgqe and plan the next fight T mentioned Mr, Gandhi and his
recipe for the idlo peasant. To wlich e veteran answoertd :
‘ The women spin, but the men have never done i el woull never
do it. If we were 1o spin and weave, we should lose our freald
If Gandhi gives the order, we will never do it 5 but (hewe the old
soldier's sense of discipline asserted itself) if the Sickar orders, we

w]‘ll'l

At mid-day we set out on fonl., Qur path led us across the
open moorland, where the young wheal was sprouting in small
terraced fields. The terraces, which were supported
m::&g by walls often many feet high, spoke of great labour,
but the cultivation was of poor qualily until we
approached Buchhal Kaldn, round which the ficlds had been
prepared and sown with care. Buchhal Kaldn is e large village
of 1,800 houses and is the first clean village of any size that I have
seen in the Punjab. Some of the side lanes had their quota of
rubbish and dirt, but the winding ways by which we threaded our
course through the straggling village were almost spotless, and the
4 windowless biscuit-coloured walls of the mud-plastered houses on

¥ For the westarn half of ihe Sall Range, which lies in Shehpur and is
Awin country, an intelligent Awan gave me much the same figures,

3 Cf. Rusticus, 131, 140, 144,

3 A word for which there iz mo precise English cquivalent, denoling

objectively, social position, and subjestively, . X b
noted o8 o 1o f.req%enﬂy o'y bj ¥, amour-propre, It should bo
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either side were cleanly and smoolhly leaped, and the many court-
yards of which we got glimpses were carefully swept.

In rural life when anything specially good is found, there is
nearly elways a personality o account for it. “In This case it was
an enlightoned and forceful Subedar? Seventy years and more
have passed over him, and a white beard now fringes his reddish-
brown face. With close-set eyes, decided nose, thick but firm lips,
long strong fingers and thin wrists, he suggested one of the dour old
Rabbis that Rembrandt delighted to paint, and doubtless like the
original Rabbis he owed his hard resolute dominating character
1o a vigorous climate and a stony soil. When he retired from
military service in China thirty years ago, he found the dir{ here
intolerable. ‘ One got as dirfy in a minute as in a month in China.’
He started preaching cleanliness to the people and in time got them
to clean their houses every day and sweep the lanes in front of them.
Manure pits have not yet been dug, as the ground is too stony, but
il is praposed to make stone-wall enclosures instead.

I noticed with regret rows of dung-cakes piled two or ihres
deep, like loaves in a baker’s shop, along the walls of ihe flat-roofed
houses, In ibe old days fuel could be goi from
a Government forest arca, but now il is closed and
caltle dung has to be used instead, The obvious remedy is to
plant trees oncself. A foew have done this, but so little part does
ihe ordinary schoolmaster play in village development, that of the
seven present at Lhe bank inspection only two had dane anything.?
One of these, however, has planted cighteen irees in front of the
school. Wilh the exception of a boy who, following Mr. Brayne’s
advice, had planted some fig irees, the other tree-planters were all
soldiers ; bul only one has planied his courtyard with fruit {rees
(almond and apple) though nowhere could they be more easily
watered and guarded. He was a retired N.C.0, with the lean
tenacious look of the Puritan, and so keen a cultivator that he was
nicknamed M4l (gardener)., ‘ When no one else has a crop,’ said
the Subedar, ‘he manages to have one. Once, not lo waste
precious ploughing time, he set his wife 1o plough while he had his
mid-day meal, but neighbours laughed and he did not repeat the
experiment. In the courtyard of his house I found the first attempt
at a _hen-house that I have seen in a Punjab village. Though it
consisted merely of wire netting propped up on stakes, it contained
the germ of a great possibilify.s

* An infaniry officer.

(193;) The village has an Anglo-Vernacular Middle School with 385 boys

3 At Nowshera in Amritsar {p. 86) I found a smell wired in hen run in
the house of 3, Risaldar, bul nowhore slse on this tour,

Trap-planting
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T had a look ai one of the most up-to-date housey in the village,
An ex-soldier was the owner, and under Mr. Brayne's influence had
made two windows in one room and had actually
A soldier's  \oira netted them to keep out fies and mosquiloes,
house Another innovation was a primitive fireplace with
a pipe to carry away the smoke. On the table slood a large clock
and & bicycle lamp, and on the floor a small cistern with a tap,
objects rarely seen in village houses. Floor and ceiling were bolh
remarkable, the floor of strong smooth cement and the ceiling set
with tiles made in the disirict. Bul, alas for modern ways, this
up-to-date room had a plain doorway, while the old-fashioned one
next it had cme pleasantly carved. ‘The new one,’ said the
soldier apologetically, ‘was made thus to avoid extravagance.’
Is beauty ever an exiravagance ? A surprising feature where so
much trouble was taken with the housc was that caltle pass the
night in some inner chamber. This is common throughout the
Salt Range and must be the resuli of villages having Lo be huddled
on hillock and hillside. The same is ibe case amongst the Arabs
in the uplands of Palesline, and (here the reaulls are moal nolgme,
But here the rooms in which the caltle ave kept are swept daily
and oceasionally sprinkled with fresh carth. ‘
The army was well represented at our meeting, and of the
fifty who sat on the floor of the schoolroom where we gathered
about forty had had military service. Thirteen were
literale, a higher proportion ihan wsnal and due (o
the army. They were emphatic ihat educalion is good for cultive
tion ; yet there is not a single improved implement iu the village,
and only this year has one of the betler types of secd {Punjab 8 A)
been tried, The use of the country plough was justificd on the
ground that the land is loo dry for a Mesion and local ealtle too
feeble to draw it. But they had never {ried one| I asked the
Subedar whether any change had 1aken place in cultivalion since
his return from China. The rotation, he said, was the same—wheat
followed by bulrush millet, the one reaped in April and the other
sown in July, and then a year's fallow.! Bul in the old days the
peasant ploughed his land only twice or ihrice, and now he does it
eight or nine times. In those days, 100, less menure was tised :
now it is highly valued, and even the refuse is collected and put on
the fields. This is nol due 1o agriculiural teaching bul lo an
Increasing population which requires more food. The holdings are
so small—the 8 members of the society Liave only 600 acres beiween
them—that men have besn forced to supplement their income from

« 89;) T;l)\m two-year couise 15 general m the district (Jhckwm Assess. Rpl.
T

Farming
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land in varipus ways. This is characleristic of the whole range of
hills, and the members have o miscellaneous income of Rs. 20,000,
The main source of this is sold:_enng,_but _calfle-dealing is also of
importance. Cattle are boughi in the fine breeding grounds of
the Dhanni {o the north, and sold in the colouies 1o the south, and
wheat siraw is bought in the colonies and sold for fodder in the hills.
Thanks to this, and contrary to the gencral case elsewhere, members
are maintaining their repayments to the bank.

Buchhal Kaldn would be a model village but ‘/for one thing :
it has caught the prevailing distemper of faction A few months
Vendett ago there was an affray and a man killed. Twenty

endetia persons are now wnder trial and the village is divided
in two ; but both parties were present at our meeting. The danger
is that the affajr may develop into a vendetta. In Shahpur, faction
turns mainly upon the rivalries of the big landlords—there is hardly
a zemindar iamlly of any substance not identified with one or other
of them—but in the Sall Range it has all the bitterness and blood-
{birsliness of ihe primitive family feud which is prosecuted from
genere.tlon 16" géneration, From the stony soil of ils hills seems 1o
spring an implacable bostilily to enemics. So is it, too, with the
stony soil of tha hills of Palestine, There the Arab will cut down
even fruit irees in the prosecution of a feud.* Here a man’s trees
are spared, but his life may be taken with every circumstance of
brutality and cruelly. A peasant was suspected of an intrigue
with 2 woman and invited to tea by her relatives. He went and was

 |seized by eleven men, They took sharp siones and ground away the

joints of his legs below the knee until they could tie his legs to his
arms, He died iwo days later in hospital, Revenge acknowledges
no Act of Limilation. A girl was seduced. Marriage followed,
but the stain upon the family honour remained. Nothing, how-
ever, could be done at the time, for her father was dead and her
brothers were minars. Twenty-five years passed, and then at last
the stain was removed. In another case a man was implicated in
three murders, each affecting a different family, and seven members
of the three families joined together and slew him. é__ggn__m_
of co-operatlon and twenty-two years had passed since the first
murder,  Nor is age any protection. A injured B, and B died of his
injories. B's brother then murdered A’s child in broad daylight.

A boy at schaol was tald by his parenis not to eat with a boy with
whom he was friendly. A little later the latter was murdered.

* Information obtained in Palestine. Lawrence's Revoli in the Dasert
shows how bad faction ig in Arabia, a point that is not withount interest as
the AwAns have a iradition that they came from Arabis. Cf. too Bentwick,
Palestine, 176,
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All these are comparatively recent cases, Hven wothets we not
safe, if they misbehave, A Shalpur Iandowner fells me of o case
that happened within his clan. T asked how they treated the
murderer, who managed to escape hanging, when he came out of
jail, Hezreplied; ‘At fisiwe would not admit him to ow compuny;
but he begged and entreated us, and some were on his side. S0 we
admitted him again to huqqa and water."

Worst of all for the feud are the Awins. We were umongst
them to-day, and they people the country from here to Sukesar,
the peak which at the western end of the range overlooks the
valley of the Indus, Bravesi of soldiers, toughest of cultivators,
and matchless as tent-peggefs, they are cursed with the camel's
‘rooding [ust for revenge. It is as it was when Orestes slew Aegys-
thus for killing his father, and Joab Abner for killing his Lruthar.
* Why do you fight and murder so? * I once asked an Awén, who
iold me that four men had recently swung for ihe murder of his
brother, ‘I{ is nature,” he replied; ‘il is nol o maller within
anyone's power. As God has made us, so is ow disposition (fitrar),
Tt is also a matter of air and waler ' : in olher words, of climade.
As in Palestine and Greeco, the climale of thewe hills iy vety dry,
and has & heating effect upon the temper and o fenve elfiet fipon
the nerves. An educated Awin, who now lives in the plains, tells
me that he feels this when he retwrns o his home in the hills. n
a lesser degree this applies o the whole of the dey Delt north and
west of the Jhelum, and death is often due simply to * the flash and
outbreak of a fiery mind ** as, for instance, when sotne hill weavers
quarrelled over ihe sweetmesds to be given 1o their pir, In his
tract, too, the standard of living is low, and human life is corre-
spondingly cheap, The rernedy is Lo raise the slandard, but where
the sofl is thin and stony and cultivation depends upon a low and
capricious rainfall, it is not easy to do this through the land. For-
tunately there is the army, and Lhe army is the salvation of the
Egp_lﬁ gimPIMg tempers, widening minds, and raising slandards

round,

The vendetta spirit is more difficult to deal with, As amongst
the more civilized, loyalty to the country may compel men to kill
each other collectively, so amongst the unsophisticaled, loyally to
the family may compel men to kill cach otber singly. The one
loyalty is almost as inexorable as the other, and the consequences
are the same as they were 2,400 years ago, when Acschylus wrote

1 Cf, Orestes’ cry after his mothor had been murdered : ' Who shall
broak bread with me? ' (Ewipides, Elsclra, 1197, Lte, Gilbert Muroy).
¢ Hamldt 2, i, 33.
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of the greatest blood feud of the ancient world. It is the Furies
who speak —

Ruin is ours, min and wreck
When to the home
Murder hath come,
Making to cease innocant peacs;
Then at his beck
Follow we in,
Follow the sin;
And ah) we hold to the end when we begin?

‘ We hold to the end when we begin” Therein lies the tragedy.
The passions of the fathers are dyed red on the hands of the sons,
and heart and mind are hardened by whal Nietzsche calls * the
conscience born of murder and cold-bloodedness . . . the proud
indifference to loss, to one’s own existence, and to that of one’s
fellows.” Good strangely mixed with evil, but with no place for
the daring man’s most needed grace—pity.

For this the only possible remedy is education and contact
” with_the outslde World,  For 83 ears and more the prison and
the hangman have been tried—one day when I was
in Jhelum g men swung there in a single case—yet the
bitter feuds continue and the courts are as busy as ever. If there
is a change, and the best judges agree that there is some though not
very marked, it is due to the two factors I have mentioned, The
view expressed by a retired Indian officer whom I met in 2 townlet
with a High School, is typical of the best opinion on the subject :
‘The High School has made great difference; when the young who
are being educated grow up their ideas will not be those of their
fathers, Already ideas have changed. Men go fo the plains, to the!
canals (a reference to a new road connecting hill and plain) ; they
see that people there think and act differently from them, and that
there are other ways." Government’s first duty, then, to this trac
is to spread education through the length and breadth of it. That
education has so far had but little effect, is due to its limited scope,
so limited that in the district even now only 14 per cent of the males,
and 2 per cent of the females, over ten years old are liteate. The
Tast figure is of particular significaiice, since by all accounts women
are the arch fomenters of feuds. With the milk of their breasts
they mingle in imagination the blood of their enemies, From the
earliest age they teach their children whom they must hate, whom
they must slay ; and if, when they grow to man’s estate, they stay
their hand, they taunt them with cowardice. In a village not far

The remedy

I Bumenidss, 297 (tra, Verrall and quoted by Dickinson, The Gresk View
of Life, 25).
2 Quoted by Dean Inge, Christian Ethics, 298.
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from here & woman whoge brather hack been mardered swore on the
Koran not to eat with her right hund 1ill the mutder was avenged
and then to drink the murderer's bload. The hom came, the
woman was summoned, and the vow fullilal. Could there ho
a more powerful argument for the girls’ schoul 2 Yet anly one girl
is being educated for every seven boys.® .

It was dusk, a very cold dusk, when we crested a hill and saw
in the valley below us the village of Kallu»r Kubiir amd its wide-
spreading jheel® As the jheel is famous for its duck, the rest house
is admirably equipped for the traveller ; less so for. the servant, for
there are no quarters for my syce? and grass-cut. Said the watchman
apalogetically : * Sahibs now do not come on horses,”

Christmas Day.—~Kallar Kahir to Chon Saidan Shah (13 miles)

Kallar Kahdr is a lovely spot, worthy of the day, The rest
house stands on a hillside terraced and planted with fruit trees -
pomegranate, banana, apple, and plum ; and below is the reedy
jheel beloved of water-birds and sportsmen. This is o day when
the gun may well be at rest, aud the birds lay undlisturbid 3 Tut on
another occasion at the firsl shol 44 was Lhe hour hetween dawn
and sunrise—ihey rose in thousands and (e the wir with e foar
and traffick of wings, and in their midst, apaiost the veddenitg sky,
a flight of famingos wheeled ‘ to and fro, upward wined downward ’
all wand and wing.

After breakfast camo lhe customary distribution of lurgesse
tothe servants. ‘This they thoroughly deserved, fur though we hove
marched almost every day, there has not. been a complaint, and both
syce and grass-cut have had bouls of fever, The syce shows how
varied peasant life is in this couniry and how different its typos.
Small and lean, with a face which lwmour never lightens but
keenness never leaves, Rahmat Ullah js a master syce; yet not of
the stock of syces, for he is 2 Muslim Rajput and comes of o family
that owns land in the foot-hills of Jammu, Ile first became
acquainted with the horse through an uncle in a cavalry regiment
and in his yomth—he is nearly fifty—rode in half the race
meetings of India. Now there is no horse he will not turn into
a racer or a well-mannered hack, if it has the makings of either
racer or hack. He has served generals (many are his stories about
them), and is only content when stables are full. His value is great
and he knows if, and having inherited the sensitiveness of the

! In 1933 the percentngn of boys of school-going age at school in the
district was 78 85 against o;gﬂy 11 for girls, Eoe o8

2 A reedy lakes,

3 Groom,
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Rajput, he canlers off at the fvst hint of being crossed. But
ridden with a light hand, there is no difficulty he will not overcome
no fence he will not take. '
My companion and I sei out at mid-day. Werode along a wide
shallow valley, green with sprouting wheat. The hills on either side
were naked and sterile, and here and there gaped with black oblong
holes; entrances they seemed to the underworld. Actually they
were ihe doors of village houses, and no dwellings could better
suggest the umbilic tic belween nafure and man, In one of these
villages there recently oceurred a characteristic crime. A year ago
a man was murdered by his cousins. They were tried and acquitted,
Other measurcs were therefore necessary. The head of the family,
feeling uncqual to the task, hired an assassin: in the Salt Range
they can be had for a few hundred rupees. The aseassin had
a relative in a village sometimes visited by the murderer, and in
due course the two ‘chanced’ to visit i on the same day. The
next morning, when the murderer was relurning to his village,
again ‘Dby chanee’, he [ell in with the assassin and an accomplice.
They all became fricadly, and the assassin commented pleasantly
on Lhe beauty and strength of {he axe carried by the murderer and
asked to be allowed Lo examine it. No sooner was it in his hand
than the accomplive tripped up the murderer, and the murderer
became the murdered.  The tale came to be told because one of
{he firsl persons we mel on the road Lo-day had an axe of so atirac-
tive a design, with red handle and engraved head, that instinctively
I ook it from his hand Lo admire it
In 2 field we found a man and his wife filling a fucl basket with
clods of dung: siripping the carth itself of what should give it
sirength.  And still more foglish : their child was ilt
;’:g“::ﬁg’ and they had just slain a goat ol a fakir's shrine that
he might be well, More sensible was a_peasant who
had been in the Burma Military Police. He had a well and was
gfawing caTrols and onions round it. But he, {ao, had his taboos.
Being an Aw4n, he would not basket his vegetables and hawk them
round on his bead like a mere market-gardening Malliar.* That
wonld affect his izzai, and lower him in the sight of other Awéns?
A little further on, another man was at work on onion and carrot
with his prelty young wifc, who unabashed took part in our talk.
He had no prejudice about hawking, yet claimed {o be an Awén.
He admitied, lowever, that others called him a Malliar. The
t ' Malliar is the name of an cccupation, not, of & tribe, and means simply
markel gardener,’” The term includes men of many different iribes (Jhelum
Gazatteer (1904), Lrz).

2 The fecling that il is shameful {o sell vegelables is ‘strong amongst
ordinary zemindurs ' (tbid, 117). CE also fiushens, 5o.
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Malliar is in essence a market-gardener and a first rate eultivator,
and mnch of the best land in the hills is in his bands.  Everywhure
the land that is best in quality and situation tends to he enltivated
by the best husbandmen, as they alone can afford to pay the highest
rents. But such land must have an assured water supply, and in this
stony soil it is a costly business to turn * the hard rock into u standing
water, and the flint stone into a springing well’? We passed a
half-made well, 12 feet in diameter and 45 feet down to water: it
is to be faced with stone and, though prices have fallen, it will cost
Rs. 1,000, In the Soon valley farther west, where the water level
is only 20 to 25 feet down, the cost is not much more ihan Rs. 500,
But in both tracts the difficulty is that only two and a half acres
(less in the hot weather) can be irrigated by a well as against fifteen
to twenty in the Jhelum tiverain® This is because the water lovel
sinks rapidly with the draught and after a few hours must be
allowed to rise again. Even so, a well provides o much better
balanced cultivation and is the best cure for idlencss. Without
a well, onlly wheat, barley, millet,} and gramt cun be grown ; and
there ate months of idleness every year, as holdings ave small.  But
with a well, chillies, onions, and maize can be added, and a little
cotton for home use; vegetables, Loo, if o man is a Mallior or {he
Awan will pockel his pride.
This pride or izzat’ is one of the Punjabi's deopest feclingy, and
as guch mast be treated with great respeet. Dearer 1o him than
life, it helps to make him the gotd soldier that he is,
Tazs But it binds him to 1he vendetla and often makes lifn
a poar farmer. At Lilla a soldier who had just come back from
Hongkong drew a vivid picture of the way the Chinese peasant
worked. I asked him why he worked so much beiter than the
Punjabi, ‘ He does not give a thought to his izzat,’ was the illumin-
ating reply. One is reminded of the verse in Proverbs {xii, 9):
‘ He that is despised, and hath s servani, is better than he that
honoureth himself, and lacketh bread.” My companion says that
the Wahraich Jats of his districl (Gujrat) would rather put them-
selves to any inconvenience then fill up the howl of their huqqas,
and members of this tribe whom we met last week said they would
not sell eggs though their village servants do, Fortunately there
l:re signs of change; for example at Lilla, the zemindar will now
ell milk, a thing he would not have done twenly years ago.

I Psalm exiv, 8,

2 Jhelum Gozetteer (1 .
(ozriny g (1904), 100, and Shahpur Tahsil Seitiement Rpt.
3 Bajra and joway,
4 Gicer arietinum.
3 See p. 42, n3.
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A few miles on we found fifty zemindars gathered on the
roadside below a village buili, as it might have been in Iialy, up
; a steep hill. They were members of two village
Aﬂ‘;" #d  ponks, Awéns and Janjuas, The Janjuas used to

own the whole tract but were too full of their izzat
to devote themselves heart and soul to their fields.* The Awin,
not so bad in this respect, has gained at their expense and there is
keen rivalry between them, which found expression at yeslerday’s
meeting when an Awén veteran burst into doggerel verse, of which
the following is a rough translation :—

Awéns, we went to the war and fought
for Iittle or nonght

To Geiman guns we bared the breast
and they ran hke men possessed,

Baut, Janjua, Janjua, where were they ?
skulking at home mght and day.

A merry aspersion this, for the Janjuas did almost as well as
any iribe in ihe war? If the Awdns think they did better, it is
perhaps because the Awén village of Dulmial close by produced
more recruits in the war {han any other village in India: 460
served oul of a population (in 1921) of only 879 males.

The members of the two banks said that go per cent of their
families had military connexions, It was, (herefore, a good oppor-

Lunity to gauge the effect of the army on village life.
gﬁ" l;‘:“’:‘gnfnd In the first place, both banks were good, especially

the older of the ftwo. After twelve years only one
of its 43 members owes anything outside the bank, and 14 are
entirely free of debt. A sum of Rs, 2,000 is on deposit, mostly
from widows, and the funds of the bank are freely and sensibly used.
Hcldings are small~ih ell only 335 acres—but miscellaneous
income, mainly from soldiering, amounts to Rs. 12,000. The army
has not only saved these people from penury, but has even made
them prosperous. It was much the same at Buchhal KaldnJd

In the field of education, the results were also reasonably good.
The number of boys of scfiool-going age was put at 130, and of these
50 were at school, 12 in the local High School. ‘This, of course, is not
what it should be; but the fact that it is much above the average
shows how backward education is in the village. Three newspapers
are takep in, the journals published under the auspices of the Army,
the Rural Community Council, and the Punjab Co-operative Union.
We asked a member who had served for twenty-one years in the

¥ Pind Dadan Khan, Assess. Rft., 33.
2 Laigh, The Pungab and the Way, 49.
3 p, 4200,; cof. also p. 183.
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Malliar is in essence a market-gardencr and a firel rate enltivator,
and much of the best land in the hills is in his hands,  Evervwhere
the land thal is best in quality and sitwwdion lends Lo be cultivated
by the best husbandmen, as they aloue can altord to pay the highest
rents. Butsuch land must have an assured water supply, and in this
stany soil it is a costly business to turn * the hard rock into a standing
water, and the flint stone into a springing well’.* We pussed g
half-made well, 12 feet in diameter and 45 feet down to water: it
is ta be faced with stone and, though prices have fallen, it will cust
Rs. 1,000. In the Soon valley farther west, where the water lovel
is only 20 to 25 feet down, the cost is not much more than Rs. 500,
But in both tracts the difficulty is that only two and a half acres
(less in the hot weather) can be irrigated by a well as against fifteen
to twenty in the Jhelum Tiverain* This is because the water level
sinks rapidly with the draught and after a few hours must be
allowed {o rise again. Even so, a well provides & much betier
balanced cultivation and is the besl cure for idleness. Without
& well, only wheat, barley, millot,} and gram¢ can be grown ; and
there are months of idleness every year, as holdings are small,  But
with a well, chillies, onions, and maize can be added, and a litle
cotton for home use; vegetables, too, if a man is a Molliay or the
Awén will pocket his pride.

This pride or izzats is one of the Punjabi's deepest feelings, and
as stch st be treated with great xespect. Dearer o hima {han
Life, it helps to make him the good soldive Lhal he s,
But it binds him to ihe vendetia and often makes him
a poor farmer. At Lille a soldier who had just como back from
Hongkong drew a vivid piclure of the way the Chinese peasant
worked. I asked him why he worked so much betier than the
Punjabi. ‘He does not give a thought 1o his izzai,’ was the fllumin-
ating reply. One is reminded of the verse in Proverbs (xii, g):
‘ He that is despised, and hath a servant, is belter than he that
honoureth himself, and lacketh bread.” My companion says that
the Wahraich Jats of his district (Gujrat) would rather put them-
selves to any inconvenience than fill up the howl of their huggas,
and members of this tribe whom we met last week said Lhey would
not sell eges though their village servants do, Fortunately there
ere signs of change ; for example at Lilla, the zemindar will now

ell milk, a thing he would not have done twenty years ago,

: P’s‘alhl:l exiv, 8,

(:gn.:]a)f 4m Gassieer (1904), 100, and Shahpur Tahsil Seitiment Rpi,

3 Bayra and gowar,

4 Cicer arishnum.

3 Sea p. 42, n.3.
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A few miles on we found fifty zemindars gathered on the

roadside below a village built, as it might have been in Italy, up

a steep hill. They were members of two village

Janjua 18 banks, Awans and Janjuas. The Janjuas used to

own the whole tract but were too full of their izzat

to devote themselves heart and soul to their fields.® The Awén,

not so bad in this respect, has gained at their expense and there is

keen rivalry between them, which found expression at yesterday’s

meeting when an Awén veleran burst into doggerel verse, of which
the following is a rough translation : —

Awéins, we went to the war and fought
for little or nought.

To German guns we bared the breast
and they ran hke men possessed,

But, Janjua, Janjua, where were they?
skolling at home might and day.

A merry aspersion this, for the Janjuas did almost as well as
any tribe in lhe war? If the Awfns think they did better, it is
perhaps because the Awén village of Dulmial close by produced
more recruits in the war than any other village in India: 460
served out of a population (in 1921) of only 879 males.

The members of the two banks said that 9o per cent of their
families had mililary connexions. It was, therefore, a good oppor-

Lunity to gauge lhe effect of the army on village life.
Eﬁ;“ p';’;:zn:“d In ihe first place, both banks were good, especially

the older of the fwo. After twelve years only one
of its 43 members owes anything outside the bank, and 14 are
entirely free of debt. A sum of Rs, 2,000 is on deposit, mostly
from widows, and {he funds of ihe bank are freely and sensibly used.
Holdings are small~in all only 335 acres—but miscellaneous
income, mainly from soldiering, amounts to Rs. 12,000. The army
has not only saved these people from penury, but has even made
{bem prosperous. It was much the same at Buchhal Kalin3

In the field of education, the results were also reasonably gaod,
The number of boys of school-going age was put at 150, and of these
39 were at school, 12 in the Jocal High School. This, of course, is not
what it should be; but the fact that it is much above the average
shows how backward education is in the village. Three newspapers
are taken in, the journals published under the auspices of the Army,
the Rural Community Council, and the Punjab Co-operative Union,
We asked a member who had served for iwenty-one years in the

HFPind Dadan Khan, dssess. Rpt, 33.
2 Leigh, The Punjab and the War, 49.
3 p. 42fI,; cf. also p. 183,
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Quetla police what he knew of the administration,  Ie gat ay far
as the Tahsildar; then affer n long panse and much thought he
added amid general laughter ' There is the Degmty G smnissioner
at Jhelum’ Beyond Lhat be could think onlv of the * Lat Sahib
who lived al Calcuttaf® and the King. ‘v wame?” T asked,
" Badshah, he replied. A younger man, a soldier with nine years'
service, did much betier and got as far as the Vieeroy. * And who
is above him?’ ‘The Commander-in-Chief’ Su perhaps it
should seem to the soldier. He, too, knew the King only as Bad-
shah, Both these men were illiterate. The literate doubiless
knew more. They knew, for example, that Ministers existed, and
even named two of them. One, they said, lovked after agriculture,
which is correct, but all they could tell us about the other was that
he made speeches at fairs: this apparently because last year he
made a speech at a local fair. Someone mentioned, correctly,
that Sir Muhammad Shafi had gone lo London to give his
opinion about the country, This led to questions aboul the
Round Table Conference. It was known ihat many had gone
to London, as one said, 1o give thelr opinions aboul * our rights ',
But more than this no one knew, not even ihe Risaklar presidunt
or the Sergeant secretary,

Then I asked aboul their {arming, Is the man who has heen
a soldier as good a cultivator as the zemindar? A soklicr main-
tained that he was, bul a zemindar remarked : * Ife rides wherever
he goes,’ a shaft that went home, One would atJeast have expected
to find the soldier using new types of implement and seed, Bul,

.85 in Lilla and Buchhal Kaln, there was almost nothing to suggest
that such existed—nothing more than a Meston bonght by o head-
man now dead. Il seems exiraordinary that in these three places,
ooe a townlet and another a large village, no selected seed should
have been used till this year and that modern agriculture should be
(represented by two Meston ploughs.

After the inspection we climbed the hill {0 look al {he village
of Tatrdl, It was far less clean than Buchhal. By one of those
Hoaling by ine:_:plicable dif_ferences of custom which make the
spliting Indian countrysideso diverseand difficult of generaliza-

) tion, the Vanhér tract, through which we have just
come, is noted for its high standard of cleanliness, while the Kahun
tract, which we have just entered, has no such excellent iradition.
We had a look at a house which a soldier had recently built for
Rs. 3,000, and at another which belonged to an ex-regimental vet,

T Literally, the Lord Salb, P bly he i but
Ca.lc\:tta has not been his headquute;:s:iln?:e 15;12‘ mennt tho Vicsroy, bu

-
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His front room was full of medicines, and he now doctors both man
and beast, as the nearest hospital for both is eighteen miles away.
1 enquired whether parents still asked people coming out of a
mosgue to blow upon children that were sick.? ' That is my duty,’
said the Risaldar president. He proved to be a pir, and in his
retirement was more of a pir than a soldier. He claimed to be able
1o cure all diseases sent by God, simply by his breath.* If a man is
bitten by a snake, a mad dog, or a jackal, he spits into a cup of
water and gives it to the patient to drink, and the vomiting and
flux that follow cure the patient. He asserted that the remedy had
never failed. The ‘new light’ has affected his practice, but the
whole village still looks upon him as their pir, and every house
gives him something every year: a rupee it used to be, but since
the fall in prices less. Talking about this afterwards, my com-
panion said that he was once fingering a firework when some powder
exploded and burnt him badly in the face. Seeing the pain he was
in, a pir offered 1o heal him. He spat several times on his face and
the pain left him, There was no rubbing either before or after.
Nor was it & casc of healing by faith, as my companion had no faith
at all in the pir's powers. It would scom that sometimes spitile
has healing properties, and this, doubiless, was the case with
Christ3

Seeing a Hindu slanding in a doorway in this very Muslim
village, I stopped for a passing word. He was a Khalri money-
lender. The times were bad for money-lendors, he
said : iheir receipls were only four annas in the
rupea of what they used to be. Forty per cent of
the peesants won't pay, and the rest can’t. Now he lends only
against jewellery, and for this his charge is 12 per cent as before.
Earlier in the day we had met another money-lender riding along
with two peasants. After ancient custom, common enough when
1 first came to India (twenty-six years ago) but now rare, they all
dismounted to let us pass. Though a Hindu, the money-lender had
a beard dyed blue and clipped after Muslim fashion* (such is the
inflnence of environment), and from his wizened face hung a large
nose like the signboard of a dilapidated inn. After his kind he was
timid and took quick little steps away from my companion’s pony

Money-
lending

¥ See Rusticus, 169,

s Cf, ibid., 87.

3 Cf ‘ When he had sgit on his eyes, and put his hands upon him, He
agked him if he saw onght.” (Mark vili, 23). Cf alsoMark vit, 33. Vespasian
is said to have cured someone by spitting at Alexandria (Encyslopedia of
Religious Knowledge).

4 See p. 60, n.I.
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when she backed towntds him. [, too, was presimivtic abont
the times. * But, said he with ptide, * T huve never hrought a suit
against those who deal with me." This the two peasants cordially
endorsed. ' Good days have passed hetween us,' said one, * Even
if we pay two months after we ageeed to pay, he does not sue us!”
His usual rate of interest (for an unsuewed loan) is 25 per cent,
bui now he has no money to lend. My enquirivs show that the
\weneral rate of interest in this tract is 18} or 25 per cont, usually
the latter, Although much less is advanced, rates have so far not
{been affected by the slump as in the plains below, There are
probably two reasons for this: in an isolated tract custom is more
rigid; and there is a large inflow of money through the army.
There may even be a third: the money-lender liere is unusually
cautious.

In a Muslim tracl where tempers ave hot and shrift short the
Hindu is most careful not to offend, and tribal {ies are still strang
enough 1o make {he money-lender rexnember that uot long ago he
was liltle better than a village servani. Que T mel in the Soon
valley further west told me that in fifty years he had nover filed
a suit, though he has three or four hundred clients, Speaking of
the difficultics of the present timos he said truly enougle: * M the
zemindars do not repay, il is on accounl of their puverty, Aud
what can we do when they do not repay ?  We cannal take their
land, we cannot take their catile, nefther {lwir plonghs, nor their
food. There is nothing from which we can recover, Jven thelr
jewellery is sold’* When I asked him whether zemindar and
money-lender got on well iogother, he became very cloquent:
¥ we do not have ties (fa'alugat) with them; if we do not have
sympathy (muhabbat), if we do nol have agreement, if we displease
}’ch&m, how can we live? They quickly get hot: then they take
out their knives and slil our throals (here a vivid gesture across
his throat). If we anger them and go out inio the ' jangal ¥?
how can we be sure we shall come back ? And if we do not come
back, who will know where 1o find us? They are many, we are
few. They are ignorant, we are intelligent (samujhdar). We must
be friends with them.' One thinks of the {hirty-four money-lenders
‘murdered this year, and understands.3

When we continned our march, the sun was setting and we
were soon chilled to the bone by the dusk—+too chilled 10 do more
than glance at the seven temples of Kit4s standing on ground made

t For the legal position in vegard to this, soe Peasant, 183
? Uncultivated land.

3 Cf, Rysticus, 75.
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holy, even in the semi-mythic days of the Pandavas, by a crystal
stream, which gushes out of the stony soil into 2 pool reputed by
the devout to be bottomless but actually 23 feel deep. At Choa
I found the air mail on my table, and with it the full fecling of
Christmas. ° As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from
a far country.’

26 December.—Halt

The rest house here is superior to most. The windows have
muslin curtains, the sitting-room a waste-paper basket, the dining-
Toom a wine glass, and amongst the books are The Mill on the Filoss
and The New Republic. But the charm of the place is its situation.
This is enchanting even in winter. House and fruit tree garden
stand on a shelf of rock overlooking a saucer-shaped valley, where
lhe holy stream of Kités waters the fields of young wheat in spark-
ling course. Across the valley, clinging to the stony hillside is the
stone-built village of Choa, and when the sum appears, smoke rises
from its hearths and in the windless air spreads slowly up the hills,
blue as the sky above, I went out before breakfast i have a look
at this and found the lerrace in front of the house littered with
wasto paper, empty tins, and worss. I sent for the sweeper, An
aged musalli came, aged as only sweepers can be, & man bent low by
sixly years of sweeping and sufferance. Diligently he collected an
armful of refuse and, advancing to the edge of the scarp on which
we stood, flung it feebly forward to litter itself afresh g little further
on. He was astonished {hal he had to collect it all again and this
time burn it vtterly,

My afterncon walk took me down a wooded glen and along
a clear swift-lowing burn, which tumbled its way melodiously

over rock and stone or slept a space amidst flowering
Frolt-growing \roed and reed—the very place for an orchard, yet
all tangle and thicket. Climatically there is no reason why the
more sheltered valleys of these hills, wherever water is available,
should not be as thickly sprinkled with fruit trees as those of
Judea, and already Choa is reminiscent of Hebron, Even Cali-
fornia, may nol be too distant a guide, for it has much the same
climate ; and realizing this, the Disirict Engineer of Shahpur is
importing fifty orange trees—Washington Navels and Valencias—
from there to be planted in the District Board gardens near Sakesar,
He is also experimenting with superior varieties of peach, plum, and

* Proverbs xxv, 25
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Jogquat,? and the results alrewdy justity bt hopes? Bt there g
one doubt. He is an enthamiisd and watvhes vver the young {rees
as a mother over her children, Al are ewefnlly aud repnlarly
watered—not periodically drawned as 35 the Indien gardener’s
wont ; white ants are attacked direetly they appea, and inseets an
the bark are killed with Flit and lww; and if o rough wind half
gnaps & branch, the wound is homud up and plastered over with
healing cow dung. Con such tender contimuns care e expected
from the happy-go-lucky peasant accustomed Lo du little more for
his crop than plongh, sow, and reap ? In greater vr less degree,
this is the difficulty that besets all agriculturat development in this
country. A hopeful feature is that interest in fruit trees is growing.
The ‘méli’s’ courtyard at Buchhal Kaldn will be remembered,3
and at Dalwél, a village near here, there are already twenty-one
gardens, I fruit-growing can be extended, and there is also scope
for the glmond and grape, it will strengthen the peasant's economic
position, which at present is too dependent on military service to
be secure. As we liave seen, holdings in these hills are very swall,
and with population increasing they nust breome swatler,  Uhe

fullest possible use of the land is, therefore, oxsential te well beingh
Dalwdl, ihe village just mentioned, is remsrkable not only
for its gardens bul also Loz ils High sehonl, Starvted ity years ago
by Capuchin Iathers fram Belgivm, {t tow contains
fﬁgfﬁ’;ol 400 boys and enjoys o high ropudation throvghout
the eastern half of the Range,  “Uhis iy langely due (o
the personality and devotion of the Fathers and o u continuily
of tradition. About 500 ‘ old boys’ served in the war, mul wany
still enlist, The Fathers, when [ visited them (un another occasion),
were full of praise for the atmy and said that il gave the peasant
bumanity as well as discipline, They thueht, Lo, that the school
was good for the army, since it did not prejudice enlistnent and
fitted those who enlisted for promotion, But, like the school-
masters of Shahpur,S‘they agreed that a High school was a doubtiul
advantage for the Jand, as it disinclined boys to cultivate. So was
1%, too," I "Belgfum, they said, and for the same reason—farming

¥ Eviobotrya japonica,

2 1 visited the gardens eﬁat Nowshera and Sedhi) in 1932 and found the
Californian orange tress well established at o cosl of Rs. 15 each. They
came the whole way packed in mass and only four died. The other trocs

were elgo doing well : from cne poach tree had been taken 123 Ib. of [ruit,
and the plums were so large thal only sevon went to the b,

31,43,

4 g‘ha total garden area of the district is less ihan 300 ac i

I 5 300 ucres. T is a happy
sffect of the slump that is has stimuolated intaresl 10 fruit yrowing : In 1932-3
the demand for plants from Government nurserics Wwas 80 great that only
25 par cent of it could be met (dgricl. Rpt., 24). *
p. aL
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offers no fuiure. It is also a question of izzat, for an educated boy
looks down upon iilling. The Fathers claimed that the general
effect of ihe school had been good, and that in the last thirty years
faction had declined and murders decreased. The zaildar, who had
been in the army, doubled this but admitted that an educaied man
could not take an active part in 4 feud without some feeling of
shame and hesitated to do so openly. He admitted, further, that
it was partly owing to the school that husbands treated their wives
better than they did~—more as companions and less as chattels.
‘When I remarked that they cerlainly beat them less, the burliest
and most bearded of the Fathers leant back in his chair and, laughing
loudly, exclaimed—' ¢’est wrai, c'est vras™ Another said he had
aclually witnessed a shoe-beating. ‘ The woman tore her hair and
her clothes and screamed.’ Continuing, the zaildar said that the
old-fashioned were still against education for girls, and that recently
when he made a speech in its favour, someone got up and said—
if girls are educaied, they will be able 1o write to their ¢ friends’.
He silenced him by challenging him to quote a single ‘ affair’ in
which an educated woman had been involved. In Dalwil opinion is
sirongly in favour of schools for girls, and when one was opened
there, fifty girls joined it almosl at once.
Speaking of the administration, the oldest Friar said that the
people had little cause for complaiot, but they feared the passing
of the Englishman. This put me in mind of what
The | a forcigner long seltled in the Punjab said to me
::J;i:ﬁ:tmﬁon the other day : * The people tell me again and again
Englishman  that thoy wish that the Commissioner, the Deputy
Commissioner, and the Assistant Commissioner, and
even the Inspector of Police, could be Englishmen. From English-
men they can always count upon justice, but a Muslim, they say,
cannot count upon it from a Hindu, nor a Hindu from a Muslim.’
I leave il to ithose who are not English and who know the Punjab
well to say how far this is true. But in [airness to the Indian
official and to the many Indian colleagues with whom it has been
my privilege to work, I must add that there are, of course, many
Indian officials in the Punjab who have the strongest possible
gense of justice ; but, whereas the English official is usually presumed
to be just until he proves himself the contrary, in any matter
affecting persons of more than one religious community, an Indian,
however just, will generally be suspected of partiality towards the
member of his own community. This is a disability from which
the English official is exempt, and from which, most regrettably, the
Indian suffers, irrespective of personal merit, and the only reason
' It 15 true, it is true’
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is that the one is English and the other Indian. nilially, it springs
from the deep distrust which centuries of insecurily have bred in
the minds of a highly scnsitive people; and in the Punjub it has
been aggravated by the comrmumalism which certain persons, for
selfish or short-sighted ends, have blindly fomented belween Hindu,
Muslim, and Sikh, The remedy is obvious, and it is one that every
good citizen, and certainly every good co-operator, will apply to the
best of his ability, regardless of religion or race.



CurapTeR IV

THE SALT RANGE (continusd) AND THE JHELUM
RIVERAIN:

ReLIGION, RECONSTRUCTION, FLOOD, SCHOOL, AND CATTLE

27 December.~Choa to Basharat (8 miles)

On our last two marches we have traversed, without much rise
or fall, wide plain-like valleys. To-day we were on stony broken
Islem ways and climbed laboriously from one valley to

another until we emerged on to a wide platean, on the
edge of which, perched on a hillock, stood the village of Gurah, our
immediate bourne, On the way, this being a Muslim tract, we talked
of the influence of Islam upon village life. The local Gazetfser says
{p. 120} that ‘ religion has Bttle practical influence as a regulator
of conduct ', My companion, to whom I quoted this, did not agrse
and pomted out that no Muslim will eat pig or meat not slaughtered
in a certain way, that almost nane will take wine or spirit, that few
gamble, and many will not take interest on a loan; none, in fact,
onaloanioa friend, Then thereis the yearly fast during the month
of Ramzén, which is observed by most, and the hour or two spent
every day upon the five-fold prayer? He thought that amongst
men about 20 per cent still said the latter,’ and if amongst women
the proportion is less, it is because they have so many tasks, and
with their children ever about them they find it difficult to keep
hands and clothes sufficiently clean to perform the ablutions which
are the indispensable preliminary to prayer.t Whether religions
observance and good character go hand in hand is a moot point,
upon which much contrary opim'on is expressed. My companion’s
view is that the best characters in the village are not necessarily the
most punctilions in religious observance, but as a rule they are the
most careful of its essential obligations; and he thinks that less

* Rainfall 32 inches,

% Beo Rusticus, 3, 211

3 Cf. ibid., 161, 2131, 247,

4 Face, hands (to the elbow), and feet must be washed in the prescribed
manner,

50
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stress is now laid upon such outward ohservances ax inuming the
beard and moustache 1o the traditional length and shape.t
This discussion, when we got to Gurah, led to some questions
about the advantage of reading the Koran in Arabic, a language
' that very few in the village undersland, even amangst
Eﬁf I’{z’;‘:“n"l of Mullahs? ‘ What Moses wrote God alone can read,’
says the proverb, and in north-west India, there are
innumerable boys, and many girls, who spend a year ot two learning
to read the Holy Book without undersianding it. Thinking of his,
T asked those present who were literate how for this was helpful.
A Risaldar replied : ‘ It is written in the Holy Koran that it is good
to read it even if one does not understand.’ Actually this is not
“written in it, but that it is good to read it in this way is a view very
generally held, and it is bascd upon the belicf that the Koran is
Titerally God's word and that therefore its repetition must be good.
Not all, however, agreed with the Risaldar, and another officer
expressed the opinion thal it was uscless {0 read it without a
translation, On the other hand, the zaildar, who had learnt the
whole of it by heart without understanding a word, had no doubl
that the fifteen years spent in doing so were well spent @ * I put the
mind in remembrance of God and was sawdh,’ that is, au sel of mel
which God would reward. A young B.A, added his testimony and
said that, in reading it, mind and spiril were quickened, St. Paul
perhaps put the case well when e wrote: ‘ If I pray in an unknown
tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful,"?
Of the twenty-five present fiffeen wore literale, a very bhigh
proporiion for a village meeling in any part of the province and due
in this case 10 the Army, of whose beneficent influence
in the village I get more and more ovidence,  Although
so many had “been educated, they were entirely opposed to co-
education, which has some vogue in this district4 ‘ Even for those
who are still immature ? ' T asked. ¢ Yes for them too; for small
boys ate often wicked (shari¥).’ And an old man with a big flat nose
shaok his finger at me and said : * Let the boys play by themselves,
and the girls by themselves.” My companion says that 75 per cent
of the peasants in the district would endorse {his, but in time, he

Co~education

¥ Striet Muslim custom requires that a heard should be long enough lo
protrude by the thickness of a finger, if canght in ihe hand jus%' belm%h the
chin . this means a longth of sbout five inches, The moustache, just below
the noss, should got be more than one-eighth of an inch long.

@ Cf. Rusticus, 45, 109, 144, 280 etc.

% 1 Cor. xiv, 14. Cf. ibid,, 3.
atel ; The number of gisls reading in boys’ schools tn the distriot is unfortun-

declinmg : in 193% 1t was 1,365, in 1 nlv obz. For the Whol
province it was 25,758 (Pb, Educ, Rpt.s, 3 933 only 962. For the whole
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thinks, 50 per cenl might be induced o support co-education in the
primary siage.

Though upposed to co-education, these soldiers did not doubt
the value of education for 2 moment and said that nearly all their
children of school-going age went to school. Yet, as in Lilla,
Buchhal Kal4n, and Tatrdl, there was almost no sign of any modern
method of agriculture. Only one person in the village has a Meston,

“and till this year, when two brothers applied to the Agricultural
Departinent, 1o one had ever thought of getting any improved type
of seed. ' My land is slony,’ said one soldier in seli-defence, © and
Meston ploughs break in stony soil,” Though modern methods a.re‘/
not in vogue, the {farming of its kind is good. The fields arg’ v
admirably terraced, and, unlike most of those seen earlier in the
day, tolerably clear of stones. Those near the village are double-
cropped, and belween the cutling of the wheat in May and the
sowing of the maize in July they are ploughed four or five times
and well manured. Ii was claimed that cducation had made them
Jeener on manure and that forty or fifty manure pits had been sunk,
“By order or by your wish ? ' I asked. * Three-quarters by order,
onc-quarter by our wish,” was the frank reply, But they did not
doubt their advantage.  We shall get more manure, and our
village will be cleaner and our health betier,” said a Hindu member
of the bank, a Xhalri landowner. ¢ Then why do you pot all sink
pits?’ ‘Il is our laziness ; but now our Depuly Commissioner has
come 10 wake us up and make us active {ehust).’ One great advan-
tagethe village has—it has plenty of wood-fuel and only uses the dung
coke 1o simmer the milk before the milk is made into butter (ghs).

The cardinal points of Mr. Brayne's campaign are well under-
stood. The Khatri summed ihern up thus: Dig pits and keep the
village clean ; educate ihe children; give up exiravagant ways;
neither buy nor wear jewellery ; and eschew ltigation. I enquired
which was the hardest commandment. This required thought, and
after discussion they agreed that it was o give up litigation, Their
lives, they remarked, were honeycornbed with quarrels, and when
we considered possible remedies, they said a fend could only be
laid to rest by a marriage—as, indeed, was the case between nations
in the days of dynastic alliances. The side against whom vengeance
is due must give a daughter, and if both sides have taken vengeance,
there must be a double marriage. A zaildar of these hills is a case
in point. Many years ago, a relaiive told one of his tenants who
claimed to be an Awén that his molher was none. Izzat was
touched and murder followed. The zaildar was suspected of having
had a hand in it for ends of his own, and ever since he has had to be
on guard, especially at night, though outward relations are friendly
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and the two branches of the family even inter-dine. Two or three
years ago, weary of his haunling fear, he proposed that the hatchet
should be buried and that a girl on his side should marry a boy on
the other. But, so sensitive is izzat, his housebold thought it would
be interpreted as a sign of fear,  So the standing on guard conlinues.

The giying up of jewellery is only less difficult than the giving
up of litigation, for, as already noted,! it belongs to the women,
who have little else besides. The Khatri was eloquent on the folly
of buying it. ‘ We take our gold to the goldsmith and he gives it
back with some base metal mixed in with it ; we are cheated and
only get half what we gave for it.”

“Why then don't you sell your earrings ? * (he had a gold one
in each ear). Laughing and almost blushing, he replied : * When
T was young, our fakir put them in my ear and said: ** Aslong as you
wear them, all will be well” And now my family will not let me
take them oul.’ The goldsmith has a bad name in India—in bis
own mother’'s bracelets will he mingle dross, runs the proverb—but
he is not quite as bad as he is painted. My enquiries suggest that
with the more elaborate ornaments, which give a dishonest gold-
smith the greatest scope, the loss on sale is 15 to 20 per cont of the
purchase price, and with the more solid only x0 or x5 per cent.

Throughout the Salt Range holdings are so small—the thirty-
nine members of the Gurah bank own only 319 acres of un-irrigated

land—that nearly every zemindar family has a man
iﬁ;” o": the  or two in the army. The effect is much the same na
housing with emigration in Jullundur:3 the villages are full

of new houses, In Gurah, though there are only xzo
familles, forty or fifty houses have been rcbuilt since the war, One
1 saw cost Ra. 1,800+ This was the {op figure, the lowest Rs, 400.
Even at Rs. 1,000 per house (a cautious estimate)$ the village must
have spent about Rs. 40,000 in little more than a decade ; and most
of it is derived from army pay. As in Palestine, the houses are all
‘builf of stone, and in some cases of stone so well dressed, evenly laid,
and firmly mortared that it would be difficult to find better masonry
work anywhere : all done, too, by local masons. Moreover, in
marked contrast to the schools provided by the District Board, some
of the houses were beautifully proportioned, and their smooth-
plastered doorways pleasantly decorated with floral designs, as in
Austria, There could be no doubt that the village had a sense of
beauty and the cragsmen of the neighbourhood, whether mason or

Ip 1o,

“Ckp, 249. O

3 See Rushicus, 179,

4 Gf p. 44
3 Cf, %ﬂ!&ms, 191,
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carpenler, & sense of finish,  The deodar beams of the new raflered
ceilings were well planed and accurately laid ;* and the cement flaors,
actually made hy the women, left me wondering that in a remote
village of the Salt Range one should find better floers {han in an
ordinary Punjab bungalow, and so spotless, even in ihe dark inner
rooms, that il scemed a ctime {0 tread on them booted.?

The display of possessions was amazing. Int one room, 20 feet
by 10, we counted 300 articles hanging on the walls: amongst
them 42 bottles—wine bottles, medicine bottles, hair-oil bottles,
scent bottles, every kind of botile the jackdaw owner could lay
hands on, and all empty. Then there were scores of plates and
dishes, pictures, brushes, looking glasses, and even empty boxes of
playing cards, as if the owner had been unlucky enough to win the
contents of a lucky bag. On the shelves below were countless
earthen pots piled above sach other, row upon row, and below the
shelves stood six heavy chests each supporting a metal portmantean
or suit case, The whole tract is infected with 2 passion for collection
and display, and let no one laugh who has ever collected picture
posteards or stamps, or crowded mantelpiece and iable with the
irivial purchases of a tourist.3

We  reached Bashdrat at sundown, and I found 87
Christmag cards wailing for me: tlis on top of 4o yesterday.
At ibis season, in this warm-hearled country, the
slightesl acquaintance is marked by a card of good-
will, and they are rained upon cvery official, and as with rain in
* hilly country, the higher one is the heavier the downpour, but from
this point of view x27 cards are the merest shower. About 8oo feet
above us is the highest point in the eastern helf of the Sall Range,
a matier of only 3,700 feet, but this is high enough to attract the
devoui, Those who have received some special ioken of the divine
favour climb to its summit and mark their gratitude by the sacrifice
of a goat and their appetite by devouring it. But faith, or gratitude,
is weakening, and this is less done than before. So too with another
rite, 'When the grain heaps are piled on the threshing-floor, a paper
bearing the name of God is placed in each, and round it is drawn
a circle, which no one may pass with shod feet, and women not at
all; as some think, because they are unclean; as others, more

Magio

1 Thirty years ago deodar beams were ‘ seen only in the houses of the
rich’ (%leum Ganeticer (1904), 13:)5. .

2 There iz nothing new in this, ‘ Inside the houses are in general kept
scrn};ulously olean’ (ibid., 141). Cf. Rusticus, 197. L

It is"* & point of honour' with many housewives in thia district ‘ to

aover the wall of the main room, facing the doar, with skeins of cotton,
vesscls of brass and tin, cheap looking-glasses, tinsel ornaments and mis-
t(:ella;eous)trash . . . allforshow and never used * (Chakwal Asssss. Rpt,
1898), 32).
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gallant, because the jins cannot resist their charms® An iron
implement s also kept near, since iron is credited with the power
to keep evil spirits away ; a view widely held, for recently in Central
India I found that a hand-sickle was hidden in each of Lthe heaps I
examined. Although these magic rites are no longer invariably
practised, they are still common throughout the pravince.?

28 Dacember—Bashdrat Yo Rawal (13 wules)

Cloud above and stones below has been our fatc to-day. There
never was a stonier country. Road and field were littered with
them, some fields so thickly that one wondered how
A self- any blade of millet or wheat could ever get through,
e e We passed from valley to valley, and in one of them,
where the soil was a pleasant sandsione red, we came
upon a rose-coloured village climbing up the hillside. ‘ The people
who live there,’ said our guide, a retired soldier, * aro men of the vld
ways: they live all day in the “ jangal " and know nothiug of the
world’ This excited my curiosity, and we walked across stony
fields to the village of Amrila, The headman came out to meetl us,
and with the words, ‘ Your feet Dring blessing,’ offered us the
customary rupee in token of his loyally 1o Govermment. In accor-
dance with custom we touched it, and it returned Lo some fold of his
dress, The ‘old ways’, as he described them, might have been
envied by more modern villages. * Since the English R4 camge
God knows how many years ago—there has been only one man in
the courts, and he got three years. We setlle all onr dispules
amongs!, purselves. We do this now and have always done so.’
As there was no bank in the village, I was cuiious to know how it
got on without it. ‘We do not go to the Khatri:3 none of us has
dealings with him, When we wanl a loan, we take It from one of
the brotherhood, and no interest is charged.’

‘ But what if there is a wedding ?’

‘This is done with the help of the wedding gifis (tambol) ;*
and if there are no gifts, the marriage verse (nikah) is read, that
is all” Then he told us of all the ways in which ihey help each

rother, and they were the same as those described at Sardhi. * When-
ever we have to do anything which a man cannot do by himself,
joining together we doit.’ This was the case with an embankment
-upon which the moisture of their fields (all rain-watered) depended :
it was leaking, and they were repairing it together. The village,
 Jhelum Gasetissr, 131
2 Cf Rusirous, 283,

3 The monay-lender of these perts,
4 Ses p. 16.
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an ant-heap of thirty-two lLouses, was in effect a co-operative
socioty, which had sprung up automatically from the needs of the
village, and it was difficult 1o see what help we could give it, except
perhaps with ils farming, This was primitive enough and pointing
oul ihe stones in their fields, I asked why they did not remove them.
‘ We are lazy,’ said the headman, ‘ but since the S4hib came, he has
stirred in us a desire to change our ways: so we are repairing the
embankment, and then we shall remove them.’

Eight boys go to a school a mile away. I asked the headman
what were the advantages of education. ‘ There is a boy who has
gone to the normal school : he will become a teacher, That is one
Womea' advantage. In conversation the words of an
wok °  educated man have morc influence than those

who cannol read, That is another advantage.
And there is one more. If an educated man has 4 quarrel, he
quarrels with understanding (agl).’ There is nothing abstract
about the peasant's point of view: he measures everything
by his own obscrvalion, The houses were not so ken-speckle as
yesterday’s, but the foors were spotless, and the cattle rooms
cloaner ihan many byres T saw lasl year in diflerent countries in
Europe, In one courtyard three cows were munching fodder, and
near them on a bed of refuse sizaw, as it might have been Argos
himself,? lay an old bulldog. No pie dogs here, 1In the Salt Range
ihe dog has his master and serves him as watchman, Crouching in
the doorway of an inner room was a woman with prominent testh,
shining eyes, and intelligent look. She was quicker in understanding
than the headman and prompted him more than once. The women
here, and they are typical of these parts, grind, spin, make the hina
(of fine white clay mixed with chopped straw) cock, look after the
children, fetch the water, clean and sweep the house, re-plaster the
walls, and help in the fields, I asked whether the women or the
men rose first? ‘The women’ ‘And who go to bed last?’
* The women,’ ‘ This is a good village,’ I said, ‘ but there is one
fault : the women work harder than the men.’ The general laugh
showed that this was true, and with that we went on our way.

Our next village stood on a high plateau, Though it had
eighty houses, the bank, which was two years old, had only twenty-
one members. The reason for this is one neasly
always given in these hills when things are not as they
should be. *There is faction here,’ said the president, ‘an old
faction; it has been here ever since we came: that is many

Faction

T The hound of Odysseus: * despised he lay (his master being afar) in
the deep dung of mules and kine, whereof an amplo bed was spread befora
the doors ' (Odyssey, xvii, 296, trs. Bulcher and Lang).
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generations ago; we do not remember how many, but it may be
ten or twelve. When the English came there was a dispute who
should be headman of the village. Forty houses are on one side,
forty on the other, We are of one family (got), they are of another.
Nine or ten years ago there was a murder but none siiice.’

* Tg there no chance of the others joining the bank 7’

‘ They fear guile and say they will see how il runs first.’

Tt was after four when we left the village, We were told it was
only four and a half miles to Rawal, which lies on the plain at the
foot of the hills, but it took us nearly two hours to get there. One of
our party thought he knew a short cut, but it was * a thieves' path’
and at one point on the steep hillside we had to breach a wall to get
our horses through. The owner helped us and seemed surprised
at the rupee he got for his pains. There followed a perilous descent
(pertlous to our horses) to the road, which brought us to the edge
of a cliff, at the foot of which, 1,500 fest below, lay the great plain,
brown as a camel, wide as the sea, Down, down we went over
endless stones, our ponics slithering and scraping behind us, At
last, long after the sun had set stormily behind dense cloud, we came
out on to the plain, and another half mile brought us Lo the rest
house, where I was hospitably received by Mr, and Mrs, Brayne.

Much talk with Mr. Brayne about his campaign. Conditions
here, he says, are far more favourable than in Gurgaon. There is

nejther the grinding poverty nor the unspeakable
'S flth. The mentality, too, is allogether more vigorous

and frank, If people objecl to anything, they say so
at once and both give and take hard knocks with humonr, Change
for the better is mainly a matter of education. The people musi be
taught to abandon bad customs, such as wearing jewellery and
relieving themselves round the village like dogs, to use their vast
leisure to improve their farming and the countryside, and to give
up quarrelling and murdering each other. There are aboul forty
murders a year, and in one village alone there are twenty-seven
widows, all said to have been widowed by murder or the hangman’s
rope. Mr. Brayne laid the greatest stress on the menure pit, since
it not only improved farming but was much the best way of keeping
the village clean : it also provided the possibility of a latrine sysiem,
now entirely non-cxistent. As to means, he thought that a district
magazine like the cne he has started (Nei Zindagi)* was the best way
of reaching the educated, and the lecture the best for the un-
educated. Better still for the latter is the drama, and it would be
weell if the dramatic talent of the province could be mobilised and
harnessed to the cause of reconstruction.?

* New Life. Ci, p. 86.

Mz, Brayne
eampaign
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29 December —Rawal to Jaldlpur (15 miles)

The road to-day was as flat as yesterday’s was steep, and the
bare red hills rose above us straight as a wall. We were near the
A flood Jhelum again, and though it lay meek and mild as a
babe, it was of no babe that we heard. One evening
last year it rose from its bed and before morning had carried away
scores of villages. ‘ Our village is nearly all destroyed,’ said a
petition I received from a number of ferrymen. ‘ We are in such
bad position in the world around us as some masterless, left off, and
totally undone beings.’ The helplessness and despair that come
from a devastating flood could not be better expressed, Theseventy
members of the two banks who were awaiting us on the roadside
were amongst the sufferers, They lost houses, furniture, grain, and
fodder, But Co-operation came to their rescue with special loans
at 7 per cent—the ugual rate is T24—and houses were rebuilt and
stocks of grain replenished. A few took loans from Government,
but the bank loans were preferred, for a reason that one may hear
in any part of the province. ‘There js a kindness about these,
groat pressure (z07) about the others. When a Government loan
has to be recovered, the men of the Tahsil come with a thick stick.
Instalments have to be paid on the dale fixed, but the bank’s loan
is rcpaid when it can be managed.” Onc bank has repaid over
two-ihirds of the amount borrowed, but the other only one-third.
To every cloud its silver lining, says cloud-spread England, India’s
equivalent might be—to every flood its silt.. Here the swollen
river depasited it so richly upon the fields that there [ollowed a
bumper harvest. But then, again after India's fashion, came
drought and a withered autumn harvest,

The houses were rebuilt by the peasants themselves, with the
help of a carpenter for the woodwork and a Pathén and musalli for
the mud walls. These were still unplastered and had the lumpy
cracked faces of the aged ; blind faces too, for no one had thought
of windows, Strung across a lans, out of reach, hung a rope with a
charm knotted in the middle of it. Cattle were ill, and this was the
remedy ; effeclive, it was claimed, for ‘those who have faith
(yakeen)'. From near by came the sound of mourning, a long lament
sung by women gathered to weep the death of a member of the bank,

Of the seventy present only five were literate, three of them
army men. The army here had not a good repuiation for hahits of
industry. ‘The soldier cannot do our work,’ said
member, ‘ nor can he do any other. In the army h
works for a few houts, then takes rest. Wa work aqg
day. He drinks tea and eats bread: we are content with

t For Governmant loans, see p. 200,

Por and against
education
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buttermilk. He wears fine clothes and boots : our clothes are dirty,
our shoes split, and our puggarees torn.’ A smack of envy as well as
hyperbole about this, but the evidence of this tour certainly suggests
that the sword is not the best preparation for the plough though far
better than the pen. The president of one of Lhe two banks had
something to say on the last point, ‘I have two sons. The elder
went to school—he read in the eighth class: the younger read only
in the mosque. He can do every kind of work ; but the elder does
not know how to twist the well rope (to which the waterpots are
fastened), nor to fit the wooden rungs to it. The younger can lift
any load : the elder is too weak. Those who work when they are
small can do every kind of work.’

* But surely education has some advantages?’

* Your Honour’s word is irue, The son who is educaled is
better in matters of the brotherhood—for instance, when a visit of
condolence has to be paid. He can tcll stories, toa, by which men's
hearts are pleased.” This last is a fresh argument for education,
and perhaps the mosl persuasive ; for what would life be if there
were no stories ‘ by which men's hearts are pleased ' ? Therc was
no general feeling against education. On the contrary, it was
thought to be good, and for the usual reasons : one does not ‘ eal
guile’, one may get service, and ‘ what does a person know who can
nejther read nor write ?

Jaldlpur is famous for its shrine (roes), and ils dome can be
seen for miles. The greal grandfather of the presenti incumbent
came here from Bokhara a century ago; but il was the saintli-
ness of his son, who died only thirteen years ago, which has made
the sanctity of the spot and the fortune of the family. The dome
was built to mark his grave, and now once a year, on the anniversary
of his death, many thousand pilgrims visit the shrine,

30 December— Jalilpur to Dardgur (1x miles)

With no society to see on the way we did not starl till after
twelve. The road skirted the hills on one side and the wide almosti
empty bed of the Jhelum on the other, and at one or two points it
touched the tiver itself, a sluggish shallow stream drained of all
strength by the two great canals it feeds. A lame man came limping
by én ?ﬁs way to pay his respects to the Pir of Jalalpur and present
him with a rupee. Twice a year he does this. * He was followed by
& potter and his wife driving home a pregnant buffalo. When the
great flood came, it swept away house and byre, and they handed

- qvar, their buffalo to a relative, who agreed to look afier her in
teturn fof a half share in her. This was assessed at Rs. 26 and had
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just been paid. As at Amrila, the woman was quicker than the
anan with the story.

While we were talking to them, a gaily dressed boy in 2 blue
puggaree and pink coat appeared on a pony, and as he was bound
Soy Scouts for Dardpur, we went along together. Fifteen years

0y Beo old, he was at a High school, and in the ninth
class; also a boy scout. Asked about the scout law, he said that
his duties were to do good to ‘ the general public’, give szzaf to his
father and mother, and pay salaamat (homage) to the King. Tasked
what good he had done o ‘ the general public’. His only answer
was & sheepish smile. Not a single * good deed’ could he mention,
‘ What then do boy scouts do? ' ¢ We drill, and salaam officers
when they come to the school” A few days ago I asked the same
questions of a boy who had been a scout nearly a year, and all he
could say was that he had been taught nothing, So far I have not
been fortunate in my meetings with boy scoufs ¥ and when I
mentioned this to an Inspeclor of Schools he said that boys were
often recruited by schoolmasters for inspection purposes only,
Eyewash and whitewash, varnish and veneer—ihese vices ruin half*
the beneficent activities of the conntry.?

At yesterday’s meeting when we were discussing why peasant
boys who went to school gave their fathers so little help in the
flelds, throe reasoms were mentioned: they were
coddled by their parents (the same was said near
Bhalw4l) ; they thought too much of themselves, and they had too
much home-work. I asked my young companion how he fared in,
this last respect. He replied that out of ten days’ Christmas holiday
he had been obliged to give up five days to home-work, Each day
he got up at three and worked till nine, and again from eleven 1o
three, that is to say for the better part of ten hours; he was wise
enough to go to bed at eight, In his summer holidays, which
last about seven weeks, his home-work took him a month. He
added that about two-thirds of the boys at his school warked in
thisway. My companion said there was nothing exceptional in this
and instanced his own boys. ‘The number of books they bring
back for home-work is larger than my whole library. But (he added
with a laugh) they don’t read them: they prefer to idle and be
fined.! Wise boys, I thought, to prefer a fine to overwork. But

Home-work

1 Cf, Rusticus, 76, 167. It ia fair to add that the 1932-3 Repori on
Education wm the Punjab states that ‘ the record of social service rendered by
the scouts at public functions and in fairs and festivals is remarkable ' {p. 19).

3 Indin is not the only country that snffers from this. Cf Russia:
‘ It is emccasively hard to disintegrate the positive achievements from the
effects of the twin Russian vices of trying to rush things and ' wingdgwe
dressing "' * (Wicksteed, Ten Years in Soviet Moscow (1933}, 60).
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one can well understand that those who do what they are told have
no time or energy left for field-work, and that gradually they become
divorced from the land.

An even greater defect is the way English is used in the
secondary school as the medium of instruction. Both my companion
and the boy agreed that this imposed a great strain upon the mind
and that much of what was taught was not understood. They also
agreed that in the lower forms the masters took little trouble toteach
the boys, as they themselves examined them and could pass as many
as they liked. The consequence is, when boys arrive in the upper
classes, they know little and have great difficulty in keeping the pace.

Remembering what Mr. Brayne said about the village latrine,
T asked the boy what was done al school to encourage their use,
A latrine is provided, but as the sweeper comes only
once a day, its state is not pleasant. My companion
said, that, when fresh from village lifc and its unsophisticated ways,
he first stayed at an Indian hotel in town, he was horrified at the
arrangements, and he added that hotel lavatories were still indes-
cribably filthy I asked him whether he thoughl the village
latrine pit would work in a country where people were happy-go-
lucky and careless. He replied, {hat was just lhe question that
people who discussed the proposal were asking themselves,

A surprising point in this connexion is that the village child
is never taught to control ilself in any way, Until il is of an age

to observe the ways of ils elders, il beliaves like an
g’f;ﬁ;g untrained dog. The point arose from my asking my

companion to explain the village woman's difficulty
in keeping herself sufficiently clean to pray five limes a day.? A
mother always keeps her infant with her, generally in her arms, and
as the napkin has not found its way into the village, accidents
happen. Even in the households of educated zemindars no training
is given. An important difference between English and Indian
children is that the latter learn so little at home. He was surprised
at the kmowledge shown by Mr. Brayne's boy of nearly four when he
questioned him yesterday. He answered questions which would
have been too much for an Indian boy of twice his age.

We had been meandering through a tangle of ravines and now
came out on the open riverain, beautiful with sarkhanda grass and
Drawbacks of TOU8 wheat. To our left rose Tilla’s sacred hill,
2 oal " Tigh and lonely, and to our right across the river the

glittering headworks of the Lower Jhelum canal. At

Sanitation

* Russia appears to suffer from the same drawback, see Cicely Ilamilion,
Mod:mseRussza (z034), 107, 185, 188 ; and Wicksteed, op. cit., 113,
e P. 59.
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Darépur I turned into the village unexpectedly, String beds were
produced, and twenty members of the village banks soon collected,
The president, a Janjua and an ex-Subedar, complained of the ill
effects of the head-works, which held up a large volume of water.
* Thirty years ago no mosqmtoes troubled us, but now when the
wind blows from the river we cannot sleep, and fever afflicts us.

Formerly there were 300 houses : now only 150, This year 16 have
been born and 33 have died.” I called for the village watchman’s
book and found that it was 5o, and that all but one had died of
fever.® A little of the great wealth brought by the canal nught,,
I thought, have been spared to protect these people who have!
gained nothing but fever from it. There is, however, a dispensary’
only five miles away.

The Subedar is a thoroughly progressive soldier, and the second
we have met in this district? He left the army many years ago to
cultivate his 400 acres. Two years later he sold all
his jewellery and now deposits his savings with a
co-operative bank on behalf of his wife and daughters.
Two years sgo he introduced Virginian tobacco, getting his seed
from Pusa,* and this year, on the advice of the Agricultural Depart-
ment, he followed up with lucerne, berseem, and clephant grass,
Unlike the other places visiled in the district, the village has a
number of up-to-date implemenis—z Raja ploughs, 7 Mestons,
3 harrows, 2 loes, and a chall-cutter. It has also 15 three-quarter
Merino rams, and their plump snow-white lambs show their value,
The Subedar is a good example of what the true rural leader may do
for a village, and at present it is this type that the province needs
more than any other.

The village is ahead in other ways. With 150 houses, it sends
95 boys and 30 girls to school. All present were in favour of

education for girls, but many did not think it wise
ﬁ;“a"!’é‘mﬁ:’:ﬂ {or them fo be educated with the boys, for the reasons

given three days ago. The Subedar saw no objection
to it in the primary classes, and actually twenty boys and girls are
taught together at the mosque. When I made the obvious remark,
they said the school was different because several of the masters
were young. There are 13 Hindu shopkeepers in the village, and
though they would like their girla taught in Hindi or Sanskrit, they
abject to their being taught in Muslim-made Urdu. How dlﬂ‘icult"
is the education of the masses in a country where boy and girl may\
not be educated together, where each religion gives its teaching in af
different la:ng'uage, a langhage, too, that is either foreign archaic or,

‘CfRusmus 41, 2 See p. 43. Ct p. 4.

4 An important agricultural experimental station in Bl.har

A progressive
soldier
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/dead,* and where the speech of the people changes so rapidly from
tract to tract that education cannot be given to them in their
mother tongue,

The village is owned by four landowners, and most of ithe
cultivators are their tenants, What even a tenant can achieve in
the way of material comfort was shown by one of the

h"“"’“‘“‘" houses I visited, It was entirely kacha ;* yet, but
o for the absence of windows, one could nof have
wished for a nicer abode, and the wide L shaped verandah in front
gave it the charm that a loggia gives in Italy, The main room was
as clean as could be and, following Gujrat fashion,3 had a well-
carved shelf running right round it, which was adarned with twenty-
seven metal dishes and nine pottery plates. In an alcove were
three shelves supporting a dozen empty wine bottles, and in a
corner a mew meat safe, An innovation, which I have seen only
onca before, was the use of two enormous wooden chests for grain.
Their advantage is the greater security from weevil and the ease
with which they can be moved into the sun during the rains when
grain must be periodically dried. The house had cost Rs. 1,750
yet the owner had only a single plough and a 12 acre farm, But
he had the second string without which no arable farmer with a
small holding can readily prosper ¢ he traffics in grain, fodder, and
cattle, He is in fact the thrifty type of peasant which in Russla,
tinder the name of Koolack, has been stamped oul by the Revolu-
tion,t Although he had not troubled about veniilation—I have
never seen a tenant who did—there are in the village 32 houses
with windows and fourteen with ventilators. I was told again, as
a score of times before, that jt is the fear of thieves that makes

- houses windowless ;§ but so far none of these pioneers has suffered

for his boldness,

‘When I walked across the fields to the rest house, the golden '
sarkhanda grass was flooded with evening light, and as the sun set,
the light passed into the sky above and turned to amber behind the
purple hills,

New Year's Eve—Darépur to Jhelum (23 miles)

A bitter cold morning, so cold that the peasants drew their
white cotton shawls over head and shoulders. Even when the

¥ i.e. Arghie, 0ld Punjabi, ses p. 92 and Sanskrcit,
" :le ?pplied to a house not made of stone or burnt bricks; the opposite
of a.
3 Gujxat is just across the river, In the Salt Range possessions are
hung an the wall itself. P
4 Maurice Hindus, Red Bread (1937), 149, 163, 166-7.
§ 1n 1033 T was told the same in a village 1n Central Indis,



CATTLE-BREEDING 73

Indian slivers, he keeps his inborn grace, We passed out into the
open, on to the wheat-bearing plain, and there befors us stood the
Himélyas in all their snowy splendour: a sight to catch the hreath,
and malke one pause,

We stopped at a village to see a cattle-breeding society, and
around us pressed an eager throng of humans and catile.  The
cattle were of the northern Dhanni breed, a breed
that recalls the Dutch Friesian and looks as if ink had
been splashed over snowy flanks, The District Board has given the
village a bull, which a villager looks after for Ra, 13 a month, but
one is not enough as there are over 100 cows to be served. I strongly
urged the purchase of a second, but this would mean some outlay
by the villagers themselves. The only response, therefore, was polite
acquiescence, A Muslim tract is much more favourable to cattle-
breeding than a Hindu, where the cow is worshipped and cattle may
not be slaughtered. North of the Jhelum, therefore, with go per
cent of the people Muslim, cattle-breeding should be as easy as
everywherc else it is difficult ; for, except amangsi the few Hindus,
there is not the least prejudice against the sale to the butcher of
infirm or aged stock, and it is even rare for a bullock or cow to be
kept from affection after it is past work.® Nor does anyone object
to cither castraiion or inoculation on roligious grounds. Even just
across the Jhelum breeding is more difficult, since, by one of those
differences which make this river a real boundary, to the north of it
bulls are nearly always tied up, and to the south, according to
Hindu cusiom, they are allowed to roam wherever they like. In
the one case breeding can be controlled, and in the other, bulls
cover as they please. The difference is of great importance in a
country where cows are of all sorts and good bulls far too few.?
Furthermore, if bulls are tied up, fees can be charged for their use
and their number multiplied with the proceeds. This seems the
obvious remedy for the present shortage, and if District Boards
would apply it they could buy more bulls. Unfortunately, rule and
routine block the way, and most peopls dismiss the proposal as
impracticable. Yet those who keep buifaloes often charge a fee for
their services.? To the Hindu there is something sacrilegious in
doing this with a bull, and even the Sikh feels a strong scruple, but
not the Muslim born in the north.

Cattle-breeding on modern lines is so much more feasible in 2
Muslim than a Hindu tract that it seems a pity that so much more
should have been done to develop it south of the Sutlej thannorth

T Cf. p. 180 and Rusticus, 62.
2 See ibid., ro4, 105.
3 Ct. p, 158, n3.

Caitle-breeding
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of the Jhelum, Till recently the Dhanni breed was almost entirely
neglecied in favour of that of Hissar,” and though undoubtedly the
powerful Hissar-bred bullock is better suited to the heavier soils
irrigated by canal and well, in these parts there is not a cultivator
who does not prefer the quick light-foated Dhanni bullock for
unirrigated land, where ploughing need not be desp but must be
‘swift, lest precious moisture be lost.?

No one, not even a retired officer of the Veterinary Department
who was present, could explain why bulls should be tied up on one
side of the Jhelum and not on the other. One may guess that it is
due to the Hindy origin of most of the tribes to the south ; and this,
too, is probably the reason why across the river the Muslim Rajput
and Gujar occasionally let the young bull of & good milch cow go,
free as an act of merit, This is an entitely Hindu custom, and both
Rajput and Gujar were once Hindu.3
" The most surprising difference north and south of the Jhelum
is the way milk is treated. South of it, from Gujrat to Delhi and

o, south-west to the borders of Sind, milk ig kept
g:“ﬂeﬁ%‘? simmering on 2 fire all day and vast ¢uantities of
cattle dung that should enrich the soil are used as

fuel. This is considered an indispensable process. Yet to the
north once the riverain is crossed, fow heat their milk for more than
afl Bour a day and many do not heat it at all. ‘The reasons given for
heating it are, firstly, it keeps it from going bad, 1o which the hot
climate makes it prone; secondly, it produces more buttermilk and
ght,4 and thirdly, it gives them a more agreeable flavour. The lasl
two points refer particolatdy to buffaloes, which are scarce in
the dry stony north but abound elsewhere ;$ and in general it may
be said that milk, being less abundant in the north, is more quickly
consumed, that cows there are kept mainly for breeding, and that
the hot weather is shorter. But as against this, very little heaiing
is done in the Bhakkar tahsil, which lies in the hot Indus valley
opposite Dera Tsmait Khan (in the hot weather the milk is kept cool
by a covering of ash or sand moistened with water), and in the Mian-
wali tahsil, immediately to the north, heating is done not in the hot
weather but in the cold, Further north still, in the Pindigheb
te_xhsil (except in a small areaf) 1o heating is dome at all. The reason,
given me for this on the borders of the two tahsils is typical of India :

* In 1933, in the thres southern districts of Hissar, Rohtak, and Gurgaon
local bodues owned 1,828 stud bulls (all presumably of Hissar origin) as against
201 owned or subsidized in the three distrcts of the Dhanui tract (Fety.
Depart, Rpt. (1932-3), vili).

2 The point is developed on g:p 1557

3 For practice, see p. 180. 4 Clarified butter.

§ See p. 157, 6 The Nardra tract near Makhad.
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the villagers were lold by a pir, wiser though perhaps not more
scientific than most, that heating would be bad for their cows |

As 1o the olher arguments, an Inspector who lives in & central
district says he has given up heating his milk and lost nothing by it ;
& landowner from Attock declares that when he visits his colony
estate in Shahpur, his buttermilk and ghi are made from heated
milk, and he can scarcely tell the difference ; and the inhabitants of
a village near here, who keep both buffaloes and cows, declare that
they heat their milk for barely an hour, and in both cases the results
are cxcellent, Surely then cattle should be allowed to put back
into the soil what they take out of it, and if this were done, it would:
add more to the wealth of the province than a new canal.t

At Sanghoi, havmg done thirteen miles on my mare, I contmued
the day's march in the servants’ lorry. A little Hmdu pleader in
Litleath shabby European clothes got in too. He had just

BANOR  roceived a, fee of Rs. 1oo for defending an appeal in
High Courl at Lahore, The case, a civil one, was decided by
the original courl in January 1925, and now six years later,
after the unfortunale manner of civil litigation in this province,
for which the High Court is not responsible bul which amounts
almost to a denial of juslice, il is Lo come up for hearing on
January 12.  When I deplored 1he fact ihal in ihese days of slamp
be should have to take such a large sum from a peasant, he said
thal he had persnaded him 1o drop two of his three cases. This was
much {o his credil, for the slump has hit his profession hard, Itis
not only that fees are lower—in this case the normal foe was Rs. 150
—but cases are fewer. At Sargodha a pleader said that the income
of the local bar had fallen by 50 per cent, and last month I was
1old much the same at Amritsar,

In this district there has been little occasion to mention the
fall in prices, as it is much less felt here than in the colony tracts.
- There are three reasons for this, Military service

o8 brings in large sums—over thirteen lekhs (abomt
£100,000) a year from pensions alone’—and these purchase more
than they did. With no canal, there is no water rate to pay, and
the land revenne is light, having been last fixed in the nineties
whenl’ prices were as low as they are now,3 The district lacks

t Cf. Rusticus, 356, and Village Survey, No. 3, 179, where 1t 15 calculntad
that ‘about 42 per cent of the best manure of the willage (Tehong in
Julh:n%w:‘r’)t fbbn??nﬁ En Comtee Rpt., 1930 62,

3 Thejland revz:lgue 1sq z?nod:cally ravised gsdiagncs t by district, largely
on the bams of existing prices. Por the ten years ending 18g5 the price
of wheat in the Pind Dadan Khan tehsi, thron g; which we have been passing,

averaged just under Rs, 2 a maund (Assass 4., 1898, 4): for its present
price, see . 2.
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water but not cash, and at present, for most, cash is the scarcer of
the two.

We were now lurching across wide sandy torrent beds, and as
we approached Jhelum the Himalayas became more and more
distinet, and their snowy far-flung line, crowned by the Pir Panjl,
spread northwards and sonthwards along the blue horizon, From
their midst issues the river whose passage Alexander forced, almost
at this spot, in the heat and flood of May. His victory over * Porus
Mahardj ' is still remembered, and by some (on the left bank) he is
spoken of as a ‘paighambar’ or messenger fromGod. A fewhoursin
the Calcutta mail, and we were once more in Lahore,



Parr II: SOUTHWARDS

CHAPTER V
RAVI TO SUTLE]J*
Tue Sikd JAr—THRIFT, EDUCATION AND VIOLENCE

19 January, 1031.—Lahore to Atlari

Tais time southwards, our bowme Delhi. The first {wenty
miles were done in a car along the Grand Trunk Road, the road that,
runs from Calcutta to Kabul, Passing Shalamar and
‘fmmm its ancient Moghul garden, all mango groves, fountains
and flowers, we became involved in a ceaseless stream
of lorrics plying between Amritsar and Lahore, The road was
pleasanter in the days of Kim, and {hough il was then untarred,
it could not have been dustier, for, as lorry met lorry, both were
forced on to the mealy, earthy tracks on either side and the air
became thick as London fog. I was bound for Vanieke 10 sce the
beginnings of an experiment in rural reconstruction just started by
the YM.C.A. In appearance the village is typical of the central
Punjab, which means that there are thousands Like it. Dung heaps
surround it, and dung cakes, like large Bath buns, trellis the flat-
topped roofs, The houses are of clay and many are crumbling.
Here and there & red brick mansion rises arrogantly above its
neighbours, one the zaildar's, another the goldsmith’s. But
mansion, house, and hovel are jumbled together in democratic
confusion with less plan and design than a touring officer gives to a
day's encampment, and no one locking down upon the mud-pie
mass could suppose that men have lived there continuously for
generations.
But the village has one unusual feature, a twelve-sided keep,
romantic as a Peel tower in the Scottish borders and once serving
the same purpose. Buill ninety years ago for
A L G.&  tbe son of one who had shared Ranjit Singh's bed but
not his throne, it has a dark dungeon-like room below
with arched recesses and walls 6 feet thick, and airy rooms above

t Ramfall about 20 inches.
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looking out upon baftlements and the empty plain. Ii has now
been converted into a Y.M.C.A. centre, and from it, as from a
lighthouse in the dark, radiate the energy and faith by which it is
hoped to lift the village on to a higher plane. It will be no easy
task, for the village has a bad reputation even for the Manjha,*
on the edge of which it stands. There ave four factions in the
village, and so bitterly opposed that they will not atiend each
other's weddings, and every year it is the scene of murder. Even
as we looked down from the battlements, a pony entered the lane
below bearing on its back a goldsmith who had recently had the
narrowest squeak : an enemy struck at him with a sword as he
slept, but in the dark hit the wall beside him and only grazed his
skull. There has not been time for the Y.M.C.A. to do much, but
a small playground has been made and the youth of ihe village is
learning to play volley ball. After peace, England’s greatest boon
to India is games, and it is hoped that in time this will distract the
village from its feuds. Meanwhile it is of happy omen that every
day the village waterman gives the playground a skinful of water
without charge.®
From Vanicke we went on to see a remarkeble missionary
settlement, which for many years has been trying to improve the
A devoted conditions of the village woman round Asrapur,
misionary  Even ibe bitterest critics of Christian missions
(generally those who know ihem loast) can hardly
doubt that the missionary doclor is an assel to ihis greatly
under-doctored country, and when the doctor is a woman,
she is always a godsend and sometimes a saint. This is the case at
Asrapur, where an Indian lady, small in staiure but big in heart,
runs a woman's hospital and also a school for girls and small boys.
Tt is forty years since Miss Bhose went there for her health, ‘ When
I had been here fifteen days,’ she told me, * I felt I could stand it no
longer, it was so ledious. Yet after fifteen years I {elt T had only
just begun to know the village "—weighty words to be pondered by
those who think they know the Indian peasant. Oneof Miss Bhose's
best services to the neighbourhood is the training of ordinary village
midwives—women of such humble castes as weaver, cobbler,

T The tract lying between tho Grand Trunk Road, the Sutlej and the
Beas, and embracing most of the districts of Amritser and Lahore. Its
correct name is Majha, but Manjha bhas long since passed into official
publications,

# The work still continues, with a young Indian graduate In charge.
Much use is made of local _panchayats, which generally meet once a wzsz;k
and seitle disputes on the lines described below (p. 138 fi), Village games
ate also promoted, and i Vamelke 1tself a night school has been started for
adults and a small library opened (1934).
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waterman, and sweeper, Over twenty villages benefil, and last
year the 6oo children born in them were brought into the world at
the cost of only three lives as against a Census average of eight.
The result is a strong demand for trained women,

Another enlerprise is the starling of two co-operative socielies,
one for women, the olher for the school-children. I was taken to

. the schaol to see them, and on entering it I felt at
fvlfm‘f:n“:n 4 once the presence of modesty and grace; also of
child mischief, for in front were rows of children with bright
impish eyes. The members of the women's society,

hospital nurse and servant, teacher and peasant wife, were seated
behind, all in Indian dress, No dress, east or west, is more beautiful,,
and when, as in one instance to-day, it is the adornment to intelli--
gence, simplicity and beauty, the effect is ravishing. The twenty ort
thirty members have already saved Rs. 2,000, and two recently
helped their husbands to pay their land revenue! One contributed
Rs. 200, and her husband was so pleased thal he raised her monthly
contribution to the society from five to ten rupees, The peasent’s
wife with litile income of her own perforce depends upon her
husband for most of her contribution. Bui she is not entirely
without resourcs, for any milk and ghi sold are hor perquisite, and
no doubt she draws occasionally upon the houschold store of grain,
which she usually conirols, In any case the idea. of thrift is put
into ber head, and it {s ihe idea she needs most. It is the same with
the children, Their society is a very new and miniature affair,
but i is a first lesson in ithe handling of money. Some of ihe
members put by as much as a rupee a month, but most only a. few
annas. The president is & boy of ten, and the treasurer a girl of
the same age. The {reasurer’s functions are nominal, but the
president signs all entries in pass-hooks.* The school has as many
girls as boys, and though some of the boys are eleven or twelve years
old, there have been no difficulties, despite the Salt Range verdict
that small boys are often evil? The success of the women's society
is bound np with Miss Bhose, and when she went off to Europe for
a holiday, members began withdrawing their money. In this
country, as has already been noted,* there is nearly always some
personality behind any outstanding achievement.

The Manjha is notorious for the toughness and brutality
of its inhabitants, who are mostly Sikh Jats. I doubt,’ says a

T There ae now thirty-six members and m eleven years they bave
accumulated Rs. 5,900 (1933).

2 There are now thirty members and m {hree years Re 690 has been
saved. There are four other socioties 1n the province (1933).

3 p. 60

4 P43
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Settlement Officer, 'if there is any other tract in the province
where there are more crimes of viclence, more con-
888 tempt for law and order, or more indulgence in strong
drink.’* This is variously explained. One zemindar
says that the people have always been lawless and men for a feud,
another that there is a peculiar strength in Manjha wheat, and a
third, with undoubted truth, that it is largely the effect of prosperity
and idleness.* All agree that the brutality is there, and a zemindar
remarked that the people think no more of cutting off & person’s
head than of slicing a carrot. This explains the forty-four murders
that took place in the district last year? and episodes like that of the
Vanieke goldsmith : also the following story told by Miss Bhose,
Two headmen were at feud, and one of them, after getting his rival
neatly murdered, contrived things so craftily that ten men got
penal servitude though only three were guilty, This would have
satisfied most, but not a Manjha Jat. One day chance brought his
rival's sweeper, a mere stripling, to his door. Though the quarrel
was only with his master, he caught him and tied him by the feet
to the branch of a free, and called to his wife to heat the family
tongs. They were flat-sided, and next day when Miss Bhose saw
the burns on his buttocks, they measured six inches by four. So
great was the fear the headman inspired thal few would give
evidence against him: he had a f{riend, too, in the local police-
station, Fortunately those above became aware of this, and he
has just been sentenced Lo eighteen months' imprisonment,
Within the school-house all was innocence and beauly, and
these are the doings without. But within was the religion of poace
and goodwill, and the influence of a gracious presence.
3‘;:::“"“ o Even without there is more goodwill than one would
suppose. [t is surprising, Miss Bhose said, how well
the Manjha Jat looks after his wife. She could think of only one
case in which a sick wife was left to come to hospital alone, When
a wife is ill, her husband makes every possible arrangement for her
comfort, and in serious cases the men, being more intelligent, make
much better nurses than the women, The desire not to lose a
valuable possession, for which money has often been paid, may
explain this solicitude, but not, Miss Bhose said, the evident
kindness in nursing. It is significant, however, that little care is
spent upon the sick widow. The practice of wife-beating (rare

The vill
brute

T Assess. Rpt., 19.
¢ Ci. Pensant, 237,

5 In 1932 the number was forly-seven, and in only two disizicts was it

g’lr:gt;ra.l;t ]g; ;zceh 1\2:;;1;&3' years ending 1932 it was greatesl in Lahore, which is
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enough now) coming into my mind, I remarked that I had often
heard it said that, in spite of being beaten, women had the upper
hand, ‘Yes,’ she replied,  they say to me: “ for every beating
we give them with a stick, they give us twenty with the tongue.”’
But apparently most couples uve together very contentedly, and
in the village she knows best, where there are eighty houses, there
is only one couple that does not get on.

Bvery village, certainly every village with little or no education,
should have a religious centre where touch can be maintained with

spiritual forces. Here there i3 a church, and it is in
4 village keeping with its surroundings. Built many years ago
ghurch

by a Financial Commissioner, who became a2 mis-
sionary, it is well suited to a faith born of peasants. All its adom-
ments, including the cross on the altar, have been made locally.
There are no chairs, only a few low wicker stools; for, as is their
wont at home, most sit on the floor, the women on one side and the
men on the other. There are 1,200 Christians scattered in the
villages round, and on Christmas Day 1he wide nave and transept
were thronged,

On our way to Attdrl we passed the shrine of a new pir, who
died only four months ago.* Such was Pir Ahmed Shah’s reputation
that people brought him their {roubles and ailments
10 heal and came even from such cities as Lahore and
Arnritsar, His ways were different [rom those of ordinary men.
One who knew him described him as possessed by the Spirit? and
holding aloof from men, helping some and reproaching others,
‘He spoke no serious word (sangidah bat),’ said one, ‘ but he was
a great saint (awlia).’ Hisend was as striking ashislife, The village
pond of Ranike, where he lived, was being filled up, and though
apparently in good health, he announced that he would die on the
day on which the work was completed. When the news spread,
2,000 (said one who was present) came to behold the event, And a
week before the crisis, when a sick woman begged him to intercede
for her with Heaven that she might not die, he replied : ‘I shall die
before you: the day is at hand’ And so it happened. On the
fifteenth day from his announcement he died, and to this day there
has been nothing to account for it.3 This is enough to establish
his sanctity for generations, and there will certainly be an anaual
fair on the day of his death, and ten or twenty years hence a fine

I Cf Rushous, 147, 268,

2 The word used was ‘ mast ’, which 1n this sense—at has a mors common
significance—implies absorption 1n the divine so complete a3 to exclude all
conscousness of the matenal world.

3 I have 1ecently made further enquiries on this point and find that
there is still no explanstion (1934).

A new pir
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shrine, such as we saw at Jalalpur,* will doubtless rise over his tomb.

Alrcady  lamp swings above it, and {esioons of flowers wave in the

wind? ‘Pirs don’t fly, but their disciples make them fly,’ said one

of my companions, quoling a sceptical Persian proverb;3 and in

more serious vein he added that a haly man is revered by all, whether

Hindu, Muslim, or Silth. The fecling for religion is the sacred thread
" that all India wears.¢ But it is sometimes badly twisted,

20 January —Atthvi to Kasel (12 miles)

To-day we were in the saddle again, and the trek southwards
began, The sky was grey and soon turned to rain, and as it was
. the first rain since September, thete was deep-felt
Ednoation and gatisfaction, ‘ Every drop,’ said one who rode with
F me, ' is a grain of gold,” and when we reached Bhakna
Kaldn, the village of our inspection, pretty well soused, we were
received with smiling faces and much congratulation upon having
brought the longed-for rain, In India ithe very clements are made
to yield their quota of compliment to those who are credited with
power. We foregathered in a large coverced gatewayattheeniranceio
1he village, where men gather in the evening to talk. Nearly all were
Sikhs, as the rows of beards showed ; such beards and such variely—
shaggy, fluffy, dishevelled; sprouting, flowing, overflowing ; combed
and uncombed, curled and uncurled, jet black and snowy while, Of
the sixty persons present twenty-one were literate, but only cight
hadbeentoschool. Theothershad learnt toread and wrile Gurmulkhis
at the local Gurdwéra, Although there has been a Primary school
here for aver fifty years, 60 per cent of Lthe boys of school-going age
do not go to school at all. A recent visit from an imporiant official
led to the signing of a petition for compulsory education, but our
talk to-day made me doubt whether this was inspired by more than
a desire to placate anthority. ‘We are too poor to send our sons
1o school,” said a zemindar speaking for the rest; ‘we cannot do
without their help. They keep watch over ihe craps, they take the
cattle out, and chop fodder for them, and sit on the driver's seat
(gadds) at the Persian wheel. But when they are at school they
bring home so much work, that 1they cannot work for us, Their
eyes do not look our way, And when they have been at school
some time, they become weak and cannot work as we do.’ * Here

T p 63,

An annuel fair is held at the pir's shrine and atlended by about 3,000
people (1933).

3 Puran nami parand, muresdan ms payanand.

+ Cf. Rusticus, 13I.

L Th: Punjabi seript, of Sanskritic origin.
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are two zemindars,’ eaid another, poiniing to two young men;

‘one has read and {he other has not; but the one who has read

cannot possibly do as much work as the other.” The impeachment

passed without protest and recalled the feeling expressed in the

Jhelum riverain,* Of the cight who had been at school only three

are aclually cultivating and their farming is no better than anybody

else’s, Indeed, one person stated emphatically that those who had

not been to school farmed best as they could work harder. Although

there are 300 houses in the village and the school has been there so

long, there is not a single improved implement of any kind, and.
no one has ever troubled to get selected seed. Yet Amritsar is only,
nide miles away.

21 January~—Kasel lo Tarn Taran (14 miles)

‘Why so lale with chola haziri?’ I asked my bearer this
morning. ‘ The fast has begun and I got up at four Lo cat; ihis
made me a little lazy.’ This is the ideal month for Ramzén : the
days are short and the cold too greal for thirst.

We had not gone very far on our road when we became involved
in tbe army, About 500 men, some British, some Indian, are doing

o flag-march through this part of the country to
E°§§;f";n::§ remind possible law-breakers ihat there are those who

will deal with them if necessary. The lesson is
needed ; for lasl summer, when Congress was at open war with
Government and making every effort to persuade the peasant not
to pay reni or land revenue, five or six Sikh villages in this district,
misled for the most part by Hindu traders, became infected with
the foolish propaganda, and some arvests had to be made. The
same thing happened in Sheikhupura and Gujranwala.? * Lala-log '3%
as the Hindu intelligentsia of the town are familiarly called in the(
village, told the Sikh peasant that it was ‘ Gandhi-ji’s "4 order that,
no land revenue should be paid, The Muslim peasant paid little'
heed, but in about fifteen villages Sikh Jats (Viraks), who have
strong Hindu affinities, were led astray and a number had to go to
jail.® It is significant that only ome of thesc villages had a,

Ip. 68,

2 The districts of chapter i,

3 Literally < Master<oll’, Lale bemng a common Hindu equivalent for
Mister, and log a colloguialism for people,

4 ' Js’ is virtnally ‘ Mr)'

5 In Sheikhupura arrests had to be made in only 2 or 3 of the 8org
villages affected. In Gujranwala 6 villages were affected and 49 persons (only
4 Mushms) ware prosecuted and convicted., Another 3T were let of on
tendermg an apology (information kindly supplied by the Deputy Com-
missioners concerned).
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co-operative society, and that the society was in a Muslim quarier,
which was not affected. With its training in elementary economics
and its gospel of goodwill, Co-operation is the best antidele to
agitation of this kind, and it cannot be doubled that last year the
20,000 societies of the province had a sedative effect upon the
village and helped to prevent any general spread of the lawlessness
which troubled many towns.

All along our road were groups of cheerful peasants and retired
soldiers with medalled breasts wailing to see the troops march past.
At one village the boys of the High school were drawn up in rows
with a tiny Union Jack in each hand, which they waved rhythmically
to the sound of a gramophone as the armed ranks went by, Asis
so often the case in the Sall Range, the army has been the making
of this village. In the war over 100 went to the front, and now
Rs, 7,000 a year arc paid in pensions.®

From Manan, where we saw several different types of society,*
we came along the best of all roads for horsemen—a good unmetalled
road. In Moghul days it was the Grand Trunk road from Delhi
1o Kabul, and some of the old milestones, pillars of masonry that
none could miss, still sland, Almost everyone we met sglaamed,
and it was difficult to believe that a few months ago people wera
mocking officials and the followers of Government with shouts of
‘son of a toady ' and refusing to pay land revenue, The sun had
set when a succession of orchards, a Jeper asylum, and a High school
ushered us inlo Tarn Taran, a townlet of 10,000 inhabiiants with a
Sikh shrine, whose minaret-shaped tower proclaims one of the
sacred spots of Sikhism,

23 January—Hall
Our chief concern to-day was thrift, and il is India's chief
‘economic need. But not all in this country are thriftless. The
” tailor of Bhera and his sewing machine reiurns to
E‘g‘f n & mind3 and there is the bania or Hindu trader, who
is as thiilty as any class in the world. He is an
expert in the art of day to day saving, done generally for the educa-
tion or marriage of a child. To see how he does it, we paid a visit
to the bazaars of Tarn Taran—winding lanes where the petty shop-
keeper squats all day and well into the night in narrow shallow shops
surrounded by wares of a Woolworth cheapness, The first person

‘JI;’ b TRh;‘whole district receives eight lakhs (£60,000) in pensions (Pb. Bkg.
W
Banks, Cattle-bresding, and Land Revenue Redemption societies
(see P. I25).
3 P35
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we spoke to, a grocer, kept an ordinary metal money-box for his
children. The next was a chemist, who had hanging on his wall a
roughly made wooden box, eight inches by six, with a slit at the top
for coin.  He told us how every day he had put in something against
the day of his daughter’s marriage. After five years he unscrewed
the top—it was ioo roughly made for a lock—and counted out
Rs. goo, & large sum but an average of only eight annas a day. We
next visited the house of a piece-goods merchant. Passing through
3 little rubbish-littered courtyard, which seemed a meeting-place for
all the smells of the town, we climbed up an unsavoury corkscrew
staircase 1o a small room on the second floor, There, almost out of
reach, we saw a slit in the plastered wall, and the merchant said
that every month he put ten rupees into it to provide for the
marriage of a tiny daughter, who jusi came up to my knees. Ten
years hence there will be a wedding in the best traditional styls,
and not an anna borrowed, In the opposite wall was another slit
for the merchant's son. The walls are used and not the floor, as
ibe floor is of cement. Account is kept of all that goes in, and when
three or four hundred rupees have been saved, Lhe amount is taken
out and lent against jewellery—never against personal securily—
and the interest earned is added 1o the store. The merchant said
that in many towns shopkeepers save in this way, and my enquiries
confirm this, but the practice is giving way to the more modern habit
of deposit. This is markedly the case in Tarn Taran, where a highly
successful co-operative Banking Union, whose president, the best
type of Sikh soldier, inspires unusual confidence, has done much to
popularize investment and has attracted nearly six lakhs (£45,000)
in deposits, including Rs. 70,000 of small savings deposits,

As we sew a few days ago,* co-operation is doing its best to
encourage thrift amongst women as well as men. Here there are
thrift societies for both ; one for the teachers of a High school, and
the other for the women on the staff of the Leper Asylum. All the
memmbers are Christians, and several are daughters of lepers and
teachers in the leper school.> The tending of the leper is one of the'
moost merciful tasks undertaken by missionaries in India, and it is’
done on {he most merciful lines. Lepers are allowed to keep their
children till the age of three and after that to see them once a week.
In this way touch is maintained between parent and child and the
taint rarely communicated.3

I
B 79
¢ In four years twenty-nmne women accumulated Rs. 3,000 in monthly
subscriptions of Rs. 1 to 1o

3 In 1931 there were 1,853 lepers in the Pumjab (Census Rt ).
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The day ended with a paity given in honour of the * Atmy’,
who marched in this morning 550 strong. We were treated {0 a
lively dialogue & la Plautus between iwo rapscallions acting the
parts of master and servani, the master armed with a tawse and
plying il almost incessantly upon the half naked body of the servant
to the rapture of the Indian andience, and the two for nearly an hour
keeping up an unflagging patter in mockery of us all-—police, kazis,*
banias, mullahs, rajputs, rulers, with a mosi disarming humour
and zest. Like the Frenchman, the Indian is a born actor.

23 January—Tarn Tarvan to Sirhdli (12 miles)

A gathering of fifty to-day in the school-house at Nowshera for
the usual bank inspection, Four or five retired officers sat on chairs,
. and the rest squatted thickly on the floor, beard by
:’l‘:&m 8d  hegrd, More beards filled the doorway and the open
windows. The atmosphere was unmistakably Sikh,
and that is the livest thing to be had in the Punjab village, Sixteen
of those present wore more ar less literate in Urdu, and five more
could read and write Gurmukhi. Nine had served in ihe army, and
the moving spirii, was an old but vigorous cavalry officer, a Risaldar,
and with him were two more retired officers, bolh of whom—be it
said to their credit—culiivale iheir lands themselves. Thescerclary
was also unusual, a Brahmin who was bolh farmer and grain-dealer,
One of the banks had been so successful in aitracting deposits
(Rs. 8,000) that, unlike most village banks, it had not had to borrow
from a central bank. Five of the deposilors were women—~-some had
sold their jewellery and deposited the proceeds—and ihere were two
women members, one the Risaldar's wife, and the other the water-
man’s : features which are characteristic of the practical democratic
spirit of the Sikhs, and of their liberal attilude {owards women.

The members varied greatly in intelligence, Discipline,
authority, and experience had made the ex-officerssage, A Jat who
had studied in the Khalsa College school was also intelligent. But
at the other end were some typical vﬂlage-fdiots. One, who owned
only 12 acres, admitted having recently borrowed Rs, 400 {rom a
money-lender at 374 per cent, on top of a loan of Rs. 300 from the
bank, to celebrate his second marriage with a dead brother’s wife—
a type of marriage that can be done, without breach of custom, at
little cost. Acting like thousands of others, men insufficiently
taught or too easy-going, he went to the money-lender after exhaust-
ing his credit with the hank, and he is now entangled for life.
Another member confessed to having borrowed Rs, 300 at 36 per

! Interpreters of Muslim law,
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cent, He, too, had cracked his credit with the bank, which refused
him afl further accommodation until he repaid part of its dues.
Neither of these was educated. The effect of education was seen
in the Khalsa College alumnus. He cultivates 30 acres and said
that, if he had more money of his own, he could farm on more modern
lines, but he hesitates to borrow, which he could easily do, since
crops often go wrong and defeat the most earnest intention to repay.
He was, in {act, that uncommon Indian peasant type, a farmer who
wants money for development. On leaving school, having failed
to matriculate, he became a clerk, but after a year or two he wisely
decided to farm and has done so ever since; and he now has 2 ,
Meston plough and grows Molisoni cotton, Coimbatore cane (No,
223), and Punjab 8 A wheat.

The influence of the army was seen in the attitude towards

poultry and vegetables, South of the Ravi, most zemindars think
it derogatory to keep poultry at all; but eight of
fﬁg“m % fthose present, amongst them the Risaldar, have
started keeping them, as sensible smallholders do
everywhere, The general prejudice against the growing of vegetables
is also weakening, ‘'We saw very good men growing them in
France,’ said one who had fought there; ‘and the thought came
1o us, why is it shame to grow them here ? *  If there is any shame
left, it should soon melt away, for vegetables are now grown by the
schoolboys on the farm attached to the local Middle schoal.*

The school farm represents an intercsting experiment. After
the war, largely as the result of Mr, Calvert's® vigorous pen and
Sir George Anderson’s3 broadminded understanding of
village conditions, the educational anthorities began
to realize that the type of education being given to
ihe peasant was divorcing him from the Iand. A certain number of
secondary schools, therefore, were equipped with small farms and
many more with school gardens;# The one here has 4 acres, and is
worked cntirely by the boys in the middle classes of the school.
There are 78 boys and all, irrespective of caste, have to work
for 40 minutes a day on the farm. Their elders thought that this
kept them in touch with farming and their muscles up to farming
strength.

School and
pnd

* The position in regard to poultry is summed up on p. I79. As
to vegetables, see pp. 160~70 and Ruslicus, 354.

1 Mr, H. Calvert, C.SI., C.LE,, lately Financial Commissioner, Punjab,

3 Sir George Anderson, C.LE., lately Director of Public Instruction,
Panjab, and now Educational Commissioner with the Govesnment of India.

4 In 1933 there ware ‘ 87 farms and 104 garden plots attached to High
and Middle achools * {Pb. Educ, Rpi , 16},
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‘ The shopkeeper’s boy,’ said one, ‘squats all day and grows
weak,’ Some said, however, thal education had a weakening effect
upon the body. The Khalsa College Jat did not deny this, and
when I asked which was the betier for the peasant, the army or the

. schaal, he said : ‘ The army makes a boy punctual, up-to-date, and
strong; the school makes him punctnal, up-to-date, and weak ’:

‘to which all assenled. At the same time he maintained that
education and farming went well together and said that it was
another Khbelsa College boy who first started him on improved
implements and seed. The boy was only * Middle-pass’, and up to
that standard education is all to the good. It is the boy that goes
through the High school who will not return {o the village if he can
help it.* One reason for this is that those who return are regarded
by the village as failures. ‘Here's sport for the gods,’ says the
proverb,  a man who has learnt Persian and sells oil.”®* One of my
companions tclls me that after he became a B.A. he used to be
laughed at for ploughing. This attitude is well-nigh universal in
the village.3

In the Muslim norih the peasant proprietor will turn his hmld\‘
to almost any means of making a living. As we go south and

approach Hindu India, the influence of caste makes'
The poasant  jiself felt, and zemindars are inclined to hold aloof:
proptiators o from men of other occupations and keep more closely !

to themsclves, This {endency is most noticeable in’
this tracl, and is perhaps accentnated by ihe large villages, of which
there are many with two and even. three thousand inhabilants ; for
men are ever more exclusive when they congregate together in large
numbers.4 The Manjha Jat will nol work on road or canal or take
up any tradeé or craft. A zemindar, he thinks, must be a zemindar
and if he works with his hands at anylhing but farming he will lase
caste. Thongh there ave signs of change, particularly whers there
are returned emigrants, go per cent are still of this way of thinking.
The Risaldar has been at great pains to gel those who have too little
land to take to some trade or craft but all in vain. Another
intelligent Sikh at Tarn Taran said much the same, and yesterday’s
headmaster told me that when with some difficulty he goi scholar-
ships for three of his boys at a Government weaving school, they
refused to take them up.

The sun was low in a cloud-laden sky when we set off to do the
few remaining miles. We met a thin old man with a white beard

T Cf, p.o31, 32,

% Vohho Rab dv Khel, parhe Farsy vechs tel (Punjabi).
3 Cf. Rusticus, 57.

4 Cf. Rohtak, whers villages are also large (p. 79).
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running, shoes in hand, beside & man on a pony. We agked him
why he made such haste. I have still four kos (six miles) {0 go and
it will soon be dark.” He feared to be on the road alone after dusk.
The roand was mnmetalled but well lined with trees and wide enough
for fifty soldiers to march abreast. On both sides the country
stretched away in a dead monotony of flatness, and the widely
scattered trees all lopped and windowed, mocked the eye in its
search for repose or beauty. There was no lack of cultivation, but
it was of the dull routine kind—fodder, wheat, and rape. In the
dullest landscape, however, beauty lurks, and here it lay in the
leafless russet-brown cotton stalks, which stood ready for the sickle
and the burning.

24 Jawwary.—Halt
Basantpanchmi* and according to Hindu reckoning the first
day of spring.  But this morning there was no touch of spring in the
air: athunderstorm with heavy rain had left behind a soppy world
and a leaden sky.
Sirhdli is a townlet of over 5,000 inhabitants, and as one
approaches it two things are conspicuous—the mansions of the
Brahmin money-lenders and the dung-heaps of the
E:":::B:'t Jat zemindars. Has any place of human habitation
ever generaled so much dung? The entrances were
blacked, the ways lined, the open spaces piled with it, and after the
rain it spread like a flood towards the very gates of the mansions.
The lanes were worse : the rain had turned their hard sun-baked
lumps and ruts to soft clotting mud, We sleeched through
all 1his to a small courtyard packed with zemindars and infested
with flies. We spent two restless hours there trying to hold our
own with the flies and intelligible converse with the zemindars, who
were mostly Sikh Jats. In this tahsil the Manjha Jat ‘is to be
found at his best and at his worst .3 Yesterday he was at his best,
to-day at his worst. The president could hardly answer a question,
and sitting near me on the floor was a handsome-featured man with
the sour, scornful, sinister expression of the political assassin. To
every question he replied with a sulk that he knew nothing, The
treasurer and a few others knew something, but most had no more
life or wit than buffaloes. Only one had heard there were such
persons as Ministers, yet a Minister of several years’ standing lives
less than ten miles away. No one had heard of the Round Table

* Cf ‘I caught up with a bare-footed boy who was ca.rrynﬁ hus shoes
peasani-~fashion on a stick slung over his shoulders ' (Hindus, Red Bread, 134).
2 The Hmdu Mey Day or spring festrval,
3 Tarn Taran Assess. Rpt., 17
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Conference, aid when asked about the judicial syslem, someone
remarked : ‘ Thoe money-lenders know: what do we know?’ It
is significant that only three had served in the army and onlysix
claimed to be literate. The lailer was surprising as there is a high
schoal here,

Their agriculture is on a par with all this. The fodder-chopper
is known, but not the iron plough, and in Sirhdli only two have
harrows. No one has tried any of the improved varieties of seed
or crop, and only one of those present keeps poultry. When I asked
whether this was out of regard for their izzat, a voice from behind
called out: ‘It is because of the cat’ The canal waier was said
to be inadequate ; yet, though the water level is only 26 feel down,
no one has sunk a well for many years. ‘A well costs Rs. 1,000
and where are we to get this?’ I suggesled an advance from
Government, bul 110 one knew it was possibls, Inertia lay upon
their minds like the dung upon their waste places. But there was
one sign of grace : 4 Jat said he had starled growing potatoes, the
result of seeing them on the farm attached to ihe high school, and
others are doing 1he same,

In the evening I visited the high school, a Sikh institution, and
with the clean open country round ii, it was a life-giving contrast

10 the dungy mud-cloited atmosphere of the morning,
%igsﬁchm The headmaster is a firm believer in self-help and,

following the methods of a well-known and most
successful English principal,* whose pupil he was at the Khalsa
College, he has got a brick-kiln entirely cleared by his 350 boys and
its site added to the 8 acre school-farm. They have also drained
and filled up a pond and converted it inlo a playing ground for
volley-ball, and they provide about a quarter of the labour required
for the farm. Remembering the heavy tale of work described by
the high school boy we met in the Jhelum riverain,? I enquired about
the bays’ time-table, For the boarders in the iop class it is as
follows. They get up at 5 and after one and a half hours’ ' prep’,
bathe, dress, and attend the Gurdwéra3 for half an hour. This is
followed by twenty minutes’ drill, breakfast, and half an hour's
leisure, from which the more zealous will steal a little cxtra time for
work. At g.30 there are prayers, after which school begins, This
goes an, with half an hour's break, till 4 or 4.30, Then comes the
hour for games—hockey, football, etc.—which all can play as there
are spacious playgrounds. Evening service, which takes the best
part of an hour, and supper follow ; after which there is another and

T Mr, G A, Wathen, CLE,

2p 69
2 The Sikh temple.
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even longer ‘ prep’ from .30 to 1o, and finally the boys go to bed
for a brief seven hours’ sleep before starting another ten-hour day.
There is nothing exceptional in this. Another headmaster of
the district says that throughout ihe year the boys in the top class
averageten hoursaday ‘tomakecertain of matriculat-
ing’, and their average age is only sixteen. In ihe
lower classes thingsarenot much better owingto theamount of “prep’
or home-work done. This varies with the idiosyncrasy of both master
andboy, and theheadmasterjust quoted says the average is as follows:

Home-work

Classes Hours a day
Iligh school .. . .. . 3 o4
Upper Middle . . . o 2 to3
Lower Muddle .. . o . 1} to 2

Two other headmasters of the district mentioned even longer hotrs,
All this follows a long enough day in school, 10 to 4.3 in the cold
weather and 7 10 12 in the hot, with a short break. This is had
enough, but what seems outrageous is that the home-work goes on
through the holidays. The high school boys then average three
hours a day, summer, winter, and spring, and what this means has
already been recorded® The boys in the Upper Middle have an
hour less, and those in the Lower Middle get off with an hour a day,
bad enough for boys who have worked hard all {hrough the term.
A former principal of the Khalsa College says that parents often
complained {0 him that their boys would not help them in their
work ; and it is self-evident that for boys in the upper classes field-
work is oul of the question, For others, too, it must be difficuli,
especially when, as often happens, the home-work has o be squeczed
into the hours of daylight for want of a lamp after dark.
The burden of home-work presses with special severity upon
boys who live three or four miles from school and who have to plod
. in and out on foot, because they are too poor to
Under-feeding 1,000me boarders or buy bicycles. Round Tarn Taran
50 or 60 are in this case, and as we rode in the other evening we
met groups of them on their way home, It was after 5,30, and they
still had a mile or two 1o go. And then the cursed home-work.
One group said this would take two hours, another three, And this
is not their only trial. For those who live within two miles of school
the daily walk to and [ro is good exercise in the cold weather and
10 great hardship in the bot ; but if an extra mile or iwo has to be
done both ways, the strain upon the body in the hot weather must
make it difficult for the mind to learn. From April to October a boy
is up at §.30, and after no more than a cup of buttermilk he

I p. 6g.
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must be off by 6 to be in time for school at 7. He takes his morning
meal with him, probably no more than unleavened bread smeared
with ghi, and upon that, with a snack of gram or sweetmeat in the
afternoon, he subsists until the evening, for it is too hot to retum
to his village in the middle of the day. Even in the cold weather
when school does not being till 1o, conditions are notl very healthy.
True, he will have a meal before he leaves, but he is certain to be in
a hurry and bolt what he eats, and the thought of school is not
Yikely to sharpen his appetite. This would matter less if, like the
English schoolboy, he could look forward to a good meal in the
middle of the day. But he cannot afford this. A headmaster tells
me that be arranged a hot meal for those who were willing to pay
the modest charge of four annas a month, but most preferred to
save the charge and depend upon an odd hit of bread saved from
breakfast or a mouthful of not very wholesorne sweetmeat, Another
headmaster arranged with a confectioner to provide each boy with
a half-anna meal—some gur, laddu,* jalebi,* or gram®>—but when he
left, the arrangement lapsed. A further point is that peasant diet
is at the merey of circumstances : when the buffalo goes dry, there
is no milk ; when crops fail, rations must be reduced; and now,
with the fall in prices, more milk and ghi have to be sold. Small
wonder that with so much to handicap him an educated boy cannot
vie with an uneducated in the ficld. One remedy for this is physical
training, and its general introduction inte the school curriculum is
‘one of the best Lhings educationists have done since the war.
But to return to the high school. We visited the Gurdwéra,
a ball large enough to seat the whole school. It was empty but for
a boy who was squatling on the dais reading the
Juefmuth  Granth Sahib aloud. An Akhand Path was in pro-
gress; that is to say, the whole of the sacred book was
being read from beginning toend withoutastop. It takes forty-eight
hoursand theboysreadintumn, Theriteisperformedsix orseventimes
a year, always with a special ‘ intention’. In this case the annual
inspection was approaching. ‘We are doing it to invoke God's
blessing.’ And it is to be done again before the examinations. The
Granth Sehib is written in archaic Punjabi and is not easily under-
stood by anyone not instructed in it.3 I am informed that even an
educated man understands no more than a word here and there.
If, however, he is intelligent and attentive, he may catch the gist of
the simpler hymns. This gives him an advantage over his Muslim
brother, who rarely understands anything at all of his Arabic

' An Indian sweetmeat.
2 An Indian pea.
3 Rusticus, 233-4.
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Koran.! Moreover with an effort, much less than what is needed in
the case of the Koran, the Granth Sahib can be understood, and
many Sikhs—perhaps 50 per cemt of those who are educated—read
it daily. The Sikh peasant, however, is on much the sams footing
as his Muslim brolher and, as noted on my last tour,* does not
trouble much about the formal observance of religious rites. With
him laborare est orare—lo work is {0 pray—and his motto is ¢ hand
on plough, heart in God’, and no bad motta ejther for those who lead
busy lives. Yet, when a Gurdwéra has to be repaired or built, like
the Muslim with his mosque, he is ever ready to give both service
and money.? And so general is this spirit that recently, when the
tank of the Golden Temple at Amritsar was cleaned, the greatest as
well as the humblest thought it the highest privilege to carry a
basket of clay or bricks on their heads and vied with each olher in
the honour of leading 1he work.

25 Jamuary,—Sizhdli to Makhu (12 miles)

I left the Sirh4li rest-house without regret. Built in the corner
of a large scrai, which it shares with the post office and a dispensary
and with all who come and go, il has one large room (27 feet long)
with an ink-spaticred durry, a leaking basin, and a ceiling from which
dusi desconds continually. The day was superb, and horizon and
sky were radiant with a ‘ clear shining after rain .+ We were on
the wide high road again, now glassy with rain-pools and channelled
withmud, The plain around us was as large and empty as the sea ;
and like the sea it reduced life to iis narrowest proportions—until,
cresting a rise, we saw before us the riverain of the Beas and
Sutlej streiching away to a thin blue line of trees. Imagination
and coriosily were awake again, and once more horse and rider
pressed eagerly forward.

As it was Sunday, we conversed with many we met and took
three hours {0 do the six miles to the ferry. Our first encounter was

. with an aged but cheerful fakir on his way to beg
eddine  bread from the charitable of Sithdli. He lived in

village near by and had done this every day of his
life.S * When you were young, did you not work?* ‘ No, never,’
he replied with a satisfied grin of his three front teeth. He wasin
good spirits for charity works bounteously in Ramzan, Behind him

t See p. 6o.

2 Rusticus, 34.

3 Cf, ibid,, 191, 196, 201
4 2 Sammel xxiii, 4.

5 In 103z there were about 2,500 religions mendicanta m the Punjeb
(Consus Bpt).
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came a barber’s son bearing an invitation to a wedding, no formal
letter but, as the custom is, 2 gifi of gur, in this case wrapped in a
dirty hornespun shawl. The village servant is the zemindar’s {ag
and has to carry messages from one village {0 another, A little
Tater came another barber, on similar bent but with no gur, We
asked why this was, He was a Sikh and said : * The Akalis* forbid
jt: they say it is wasteful expendilure, and if we do it our throats
will choke (ghutan lage).” 1 asked of what use was it for a Sikh to
be a barber.

“ Qur patrons (jajman) became Sikhs and said : “ you too must
let your hair grow and wear a topknot, or you cannot be our
dependents (lagi).” So we did, and now we do not shave our
patrons bul cut their nails and take their messages’; and saying
this, he pulled ont of the folds of his dvess the neatest little manienre
knife,

As over 80 per cent of ihis tehsil is cnltivated,? there is little
grazing for the catile and most of the year they are stall-fed. Many,
therefore, were gathering armfulls of rape for fodder. Two were
Sikhs, and on leaving them after a {alk, when we were thirty or forty
paces away, my companion heard one say o the other: ’The
English work in the fear of God (Angrez log dharm nal ham hayde) :
the Hindustanis do evil work,” Furlher on, sceing iwo Sikh Jais
standing by a field of well-weeded wheat—1his is suilficiently rare
to atiract altention—I enquired whether their women-folk had
helped ihem to weed it. ‘No, this is not work that women do.’
But I said, pointing towards the Dodba,3 “in thet counlry ihey do it :
then why not here ? ' The voice of a sturdy Jat working ffty yards
away boomed across the field : ‘ Here, too, in a little while they will
have to doit’: a reference to the hard times. As we moved away
and were almost out of earshot, my companion heard more Aattering
worda: ‘ See what good talk {he Sahib makes with us. If our men
were to talk like that, we should soon be well (bAale). But they eat
our bread and become proud (Rhuski men samate nakin). Al of
which I set down as it was said and heard,

* Mother, whither are you going ? ' I asked a lady on a little
brown pony.

* To the bazaar to buy clothes for my daughter who goes back
to her hushband.’ A damghter never returns from her parenis to
her husband empty-handed, and this is one reason why a daughter is
more expensive than a son, In the better-to-do families she
receives veil, shirt, and pyjama trousers, in others only shirt

* The stricter and more ardent followexs of the Sikh reli
4 Before the war 1t was 83 %er cent (dmerisay Gaseileer 1914), 83).
3 The couniry between the Beas and the Sutlej.
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and veil, In 4bis case the threefold suit was to e given, as befitted
the wife of o headman; or rather widow. Seven years ago her
husband was murdered for giving word {o the police that a relative
was meditating a dacoity. He was on his way to give evidence ina
case, when his encmy fell upon him and slew him—at the cost of ks
life, however, for he was hanged, * Thete is more violence in one
village in the Manjha,’ said a zaildar we met later, ‘than in the
whole of Ferozepore,’ the district across the river, The usual
hyperbole in this, but subslantially true. An educated Sardar with
e says he was once reproached for returning to his village at night :
*Yon might have been murdered,’ said his uncle. On which a
Muslim headman commented : ‘ In this district a man dare not go
to the mosque alone afterdark,’ Only to-day the newspaper reports
that a village not far away and within thirty miles of Lahore has
been raided by dacoits, and that a man and a woman were shot and
three more women burned alive, Faclion is even worse than in the
Salt Range. ' There is not a village without it,’ said the Sardar,
and in 50 per cent of them ihe partics are not on spealding terms
with each other. Across the river the percentage is put at only 1o,

The Manjha Jai is the same when be migrates to the colonies,
and the Sardar, who has colony land, relaled several examples of
this. His first case was as follows. His village had
as its headman a Sikh Jat, who was & money-lender
of the kind that ‘ seizes you by the thyeat and knocks
you down.'t No professional money-lender could have been more
unscrupulous, and thrice did he forge bonds {o support an unjust
claim. Amongst his clients was another Jat who drank, He lent
and leni to him, delermined in the end to get his land. The
drunkard's son, seeing his inheritance in danger, resolved to kill
him, and for this purposc invited him to his house for 2 settlement of
accotnts and division of the property. As the matter seemed one
of family importance, the headman took his eldest son with him and
when attacked escaped with a wound, but the son, who was only 16,
was kiled, For this the drunkard's son was hanged. That was
six years ago. ‘The next case was a more recent affair and began
like the first with loans to a drunkard, This time the lending ended
in 2 decres and an auction, The headman somehow got hold of the
Dyjama trousers of a lady of the deblor’s family and at the auction
paraded them about the village, as much as to say (to quote the
Sardar}—now she will go naked. Incensed, the drunkard’s son
announced that he would murder the headman. According to the
rules of the game an intention of this kind must be proclaimed : the

A villags
fond

T Pegsant, 209.
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bird may not be shot sitling. The Sardar was away at the time but
on his return was told of lis intention: there was, however, no
indication of immediate action. A week or iwo passed, and there
came an afternoon when the headman was taking a siesta on a
platform by his well in the shade of a tree, and ihe son and a
confederate stole upon him unawares and smote him with their
fodder-choppers. He rolled oft the platform {o ihe ground, and
when the Sardar found him lying ihere, his body had over a hundred
cuts and gashes onit. The sight has given him a permanent distaste
for village life,

Once more a peasant swung, but this time there was a sigh of
relief and people said—now that the headman is dead, there will be
peace. Peace there has been, but it is like living on the edge of a
slumbering volcano. The Sardar has a special interest in the matter:
it was a first cousin who murdered the headman, and though he
swung lor i, the headman's family still nurses feclings of revenge.
This, however, does not prevent both sides joining amicably in the
joint concerns of the village. As long as things are quiet there is
little cause for fcar, but at any moment a match may sel feelings
ablaze. Only six months ago this nearly occurred. The headman’s
brother—evidently a chip of the old block—quairelled with a
relative of the last murderer and in the presence of the village abused
the relative’s closest female relations so eloquently ihal the relative
announced that he would kill him, The Sardar arrived in the village
at the critical moment and was 1old—' there is going to be murder *,
This time he went io the relative and besought him {o desist.
Do yon not remember the two who were hanged ? *  ‘ But we shall
no longer be Jats,’ was the izzat dictated reply. It took the Sardar
a whole week to persuade the offended Jat io pocket his pride.
The incident recalls the one we came across in the Salt Range, bul
there izzat prevailed.? That it did not in the present case shows
that the old brutish ways have met a new force,

is force Ja"education, and the Sardar has high hopes that in
the end it will win.? He says that in the village the educated man
is usvally opposed to violence and on the side of clean
decent bebaviour. In his own village, a small one of
only thirty houses, there are eight or ten more or less educated men.
These are the nucleus of a new party, which is using its influence to
curb the primitive passions of the uneducated. But where violence
is concerned, and might considered right, the enlightened are always
at a disadvantage. Whether it is an affair of factions or of nations,

Eduoation

¥ p 6r2.
% Peace continues unbroken (1933).
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they have to fight with one hand tied behind their backs, and in this
country in the case of factions the bully or brute is always ready to
iollow up violence with an attempt to corrupt justice.®

Arrived at the Sutlej,? we prepared to cross the stream, but
were surrounded by the members of a new village bank. Onewasa
Sikh in a black puggares, black because it had to be washed only
once 2 month and that could be done for a pice3 They spoke
warmly, and of their own accord, of the Sub-Inspector who had
started the bank, ‘¥He took nothing from us—no fow], not even
bread. “‘Thereis an order,” he said’ One of the most difficuit
forms of oppression to prevent in this country is the battening of
the petty official on the village, Everything favours it: the fear
of authority, however mean its shape ; the low pay of the humbler
officials ; the claims of hospitality, ever acknowledged in the east,
and immemorial custom. It is even difficult to prevent cne’s owa
camp followers doing the same; and almost impossible, however
much one tries or pays, to secure thal the many who actually supply
the eggs, milk, fuel, and hay required on tour receive the amount
handed over to the headman or zaildar, who not long ago was
everywhere responsible for camp supplies. In partial remedy of
this the Punjab Government engaged contractors on a monthly
salary to furnish supplies and attached them to the rest houses most
frequently visited. This is a great improvement on the cld system
and well worth its cost ; but it does not always work, as the following
incident in another district shows. The contractor was duly paid
in my presence for all he had supplied to my following. A day or
two later I learnt by chance that the local zaildar had gone the round
of some of the villages in his circle and collected a store of fowls and
eggs, which he declared were required for my camp, and cerried
them off without giving a pice in exchange. At once I despatcheda
trusted official who knew the peaple well to record the statements
without which nothing could be done, He came back the next day
to say that the report was true but that no one would make a
statement in public. ’A dog’s obeyed in office," and the zaildar’s

» The Manjha maintains its evil reputetion. In November 1933 the
headman of a village twenty-five miles from Lahare is alleged to bava shot
eight persons, including a woman and a boy of four in pursuance of an enmty,
in the course of which ons of his enemiea is said to have broken the leg of
his son, aged 12, The olimax was characteristically brought on &s;) it is
alleged) by another of his enemies challenging him when standing in front
of his house to come forward and settle accounts finally. Three of the victims
are reported to have been shot while ploughing.

2 See Rustscus, 53, 160,
3 About & farthing.
4 King Loar, iv, 7, 163,
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bird may not be shot sitling. The Sardar was away at the time but
on his return was told of Lis intention: there was, however, no
indication of immediate action. A week or two passed, and there
came an afiernoon when the headman was taking a siesta on a
platform by his well in the shade of a tree, and the son and o
confederate stole upon him unawares and smote him with Lheir
fodder-choppers. He rolled off the plaiform {o the ground, and
when the Sardar found hitm lying there, his body had over a hundred
cuts and gashes onit. The sight has given him a permanent distaste
for village life.

Once more a peasant swung, but this time there was a sigh of
relief and people said—now that the headman is dead, there will be
peace. Peace there has been, but it is like living on the edge of a
slumbering volcano. The Sardar has a special interest in the matter :
it was a first cousin who murdered the headman, and though he
swung for it, the headman's family still nurses feelings of revenge.
This, however, does not prevent both sides joining amicably in the
joint concetns of the village. As long as things are quict there is
little cause for fear, but at any moment a match may set feelings
ablaze. Only six months ago this nearly occurred, The headman’s
brother—cvidently a chip of the old block—quarrelled with a
relative of the last murderer and in the presence of the village abused
the relative's closest female relations so cloquenily that the telative
announced that he would kill him, The Sardar arrived in the village
at the critical moment and was told—* {here is going Lo be maurder ’,
This time he went to the relative and besonghl him io desist.
* Do you not remember the two who were hanged ? ' ‘ But we shall
no Jonger be Jats,” was the izzat dictated reply, IL 1ook the Sardar
a whole week to persuade the offended Jat {o pocket his pride,
The incident recalls the one we came across in the Salt Range, bul
there izzat prevailed.! That it did mot in the present case shows
that the old brutish ways have met a new force.

This force is education, and the Sardar has high hopes that in
the end it will win.? e saps that in the village the educated man
— is usually opposed to violence and on the side of clean

T decent hehaviour, In his owm village, a small one of
only thirty houses, there are eight or ten more or less educaled men.
These are the nucleus of a new party, which is using its influence to
curb the primitive passions of the uneducated. But where violence
is concerned, and might considered right, the enlightened are always
at a disadvantage., Whether it is an affair of factions or of nations,
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they have to fight with one hand tied behind their backs, and in this
country in the case of factions the bully or brute is always ready to
follow up violence with an attempt to corrupt justice.”

Artived at the Sutlej,* we prepared to cross the stream, but
were surrounded by the members of 2 new village bank. Onewasa
Sikh in a black puggaree, black because it had to be washed only
once a month and that could be done for a pice3 They spoke
warmly, and of their own accord, of the Sub-Inspector who had
started the bank. ‘He took nothing from us—no fowl, not even
bread, “'Thereis an order,” he said,’ One of the most difficult
forms of oppression to prevent in this country is the battening of
the peity official on the village, Everything favours it: the fear
of authority, however mean its shape ; 1he low pay of the humbler
officials ; the claims of hospitality, ever acknowledged in the east,
and immemorial custom, It is even difficult to prevent one's own
camp followers doing the same; and almost impossible, however
much one tries or pays, to secure that the many who actually supply
the eggs, milk, fuel, and hay required on tour receive the amount
handed over to the headman or zaildar, who not long ago was
everywhere responsible for camp supplies. In partial remedy of
this the Punjab Government engaged contractors on a monthly
salary to furnish supplies and attached them to the rest houses most
frequently visited. This is a great improvement on the old system
and well worth its cost ; but it does not always work, as the following
incident in another district shows, The contractor was duly paid
in my presence for all he had supplied to my following. A day or
two later I learnt by chance that the local zaildar had gone the round
of some of the villages in his circle and collected a store of fowls and
eggs, which he declared wete required for my camp, and catried
them off without giving a pice in exchange. At once I despatcheda
trusted official who kmew the people well to record the statements
without which nothing could be done, He came back the next day
to say that the report was true but that no one would make a
statement in public. ‘A dog's obeyed in office, and the zaildar’s

! The Manjha maintains its evil reputation, In November 1933 the
headman of a village twenty-five miles from Lahore is alleged to have shot
¢ight persons, including a woman and a boy of four in pursuance of an enmity,
. the course of which ane of his enemies is said to have broken the leg of
his son, aged 12. The climax was characteristically brought on (so it is
alleged) by another of his enemies challenging hum when standing in fromt
of his houss ta come forward and settle accounts finally, Three of the victims
are reported to have been shot while ploughing.

% See Rusticus, 53, 160.
3 About a farthing.
4 King Lear, iv, 7, 163
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office is ane in which even a dog can bite. Nothing, therefore, could
be done beyond recording a note in the opinious hook that every
gaildar must keep.

And here is another tale, which shows how much the unsophis-
ticated peasant takes this kind of thing for granted. I was once
touring down the Indus by boal and had io moor for the night near
a village that did not expect me, I went ashore to have a look at it,
A little lator the boatmen appeared and, not noticing me in the
dusk, began demanding various things for the sustenance and
comfort of my parly—milk, eggs, and a hen. The demand was
accepted without question and I saw a woman in black hand over
an egg, as one hands over a few rupees when pressed at one’s door
for a subscription. I explained at once Lhat everything would be
paid for ; but this was a new idea to them, and for a time they could
not grasp it. And a generation ago there was hardly a peasant in
the province who could have grasped il.! Bul times are changing,
and in the central Punjab at least the peasant is beginning 10 realize
that he need no longer be the prey of the kite and vuliure {hal
circle above his village.

* &f. Kinglake, Fothen (ed. Hogarih, 162): ‘One of the greatest
frawbacks to the pleasurs of travelling in Asia is the being obliged more
or less to maks your way by bullying.
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26 Jarmary—~Makhu to Kot Isa Khan (14 miles)

Or Ferozepore and its 4,300 square miles I bave written else-
where? It is the most heavily indebted district in the Punjab
and one of the most prosperous, if such a word can still e used of
any ps.rt of the province3 The Sikh Jat is still promment and owns
half the cultivated area of the district; but in the riverain, as is
always the case in the Punjab, the Muslim predominates, and to-day
we met no one else.

We rode out throngh Makhu’s thriving little bazaar, blocking
the natrow lane with our horses. There were the usual sights:
Poullr the bania weighing ont orange-coloured maize, boys

ouly chewing long knotted stalks of sugar-cane, potters
shuffling after brick-laden donkeys; a flock of geese, too, the
property not of a peasant, as one might have supposed, but of
a goldsmith, who has ‘ a liking ’ for them and sells their eggs, In
the district few but village servants keep poultry, but along the
Sutlej a certain number of Muslim zemindars keep a bird or two ;
amongst them the zailda,r. as he admitted with ihe uneasy smile
of a child caught out in something a little shameful.t

We spent the afternoon amongst Arains, the chief tribe of the
riverain Sixty of us sat in 2 field, " mostly on strips of sacking,

All but six were illiterate, but this did not prevent
Gattle wade 5 number trading in cattle. This is the only form of
trading for which the zemindar shows any partiality.
These men go off to the fairs of Hissar, Patiala, and Bikaner to
buy bullocks, which the small peasant proprietor of the central

% The rainfall of the {ract covered by this and the next chapter is about
Ig inches,
" 2 Popsant, 47, 236.

3 For the explanation of this apperent paradox, see ibid,, chapter xii,
and 261-2.

4 CL p. 179,
5 For a desmptxon of this iribe, see Peasant, 456, They own 27 per
cent of the nverain (Bet),
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Punjeb rarely breeds for himself? All is done on retail lines: ten
or twenty bullocks are purchased, generally with money horrowed
at 25 per cent, and brought north by road and sold in the fairs of
the district, There cash is paid, but if they are sold in a village
and the purchaser is known, payment is allowed to stand over till
next harvest and not even sureties are taken, ' Supposing,’ I said,
* the cash price is Rs. 100, what do you ask at the next harvest ?’

‘ Rs. 120

‘Then you, too, are money-lenders.” There was loud laughter
at this; but the traders, touched in their Muslim consciences,
protested vehemently, ° This is not interest : it is profit (mundfa).’

‘To the orthodox Muslim the distinction is of vital importance,?
and many devices are resorted to for circumventing it. I had
therefore almost charged these men with sin-—a charge not entirely
justified, since, if payment cannot be made at mext harvest, the
debt is allowed to stand over another six months and nothing is
added 1o the price. One man, with less than 3 acres, said he was
financed by a Khatri at 12 per cent. That so small a holder should
be able to borrow so cheaply was surprising, and I enquired how he
managed it. ‘I pay back quickly,’ was the illuminating reply.
1 could not resisi the opportunity and rubbed in the Josson that
those who want to borrow cheaply must be trustworthy ; and it was
the more poinied, since it is a condition of the loans that if they are
not repaid within four months, they will carry interest at 25 per cent.

27 Janvary—Kot Isa Khan to Moga (10 miles)

When I rose this morning, there was a flush of rosy clond
above a low jagged line in the east. For a brief moment the
Himalayas were in sight 120 miles away, no higher

Fh‘:l money. , than a fortress wall,
of viow 100 ‘ Be silent, don't make quarrels,” said an angry
elder at yesterday's gatherlng when voices began o
babel contentiously over the question whether the money-lender
carries off the grain from the threshing-floor, as he does in the
south-west of the province. As Kot Isa Khan is a money-lender
stronghold—this perhaps explains its walls—]I thought it opportune
to hear their point of view and invited a number of them to come
to the rest house, They came at once, and the presence of a large
number of zemindars added piquancy and excitement to the
proceedings, All sat on the ground, the money-lenders in front ;
some with short, sgubby beards, others with unshaven chins;

T Ses p. 158, 150.
2,See Peasant, 176, n,, 208,
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some with faces wrinkled by years of calculation, others with soft,
slippery cheeles or shrewd cantious eyes; but all, once warmed by
ths friendly sun, courteous in both manner and speech. They said
thare were forty of them at Isa Khan, moastly Khatris with 2
sprinkling of Aggarwal Banias and Aroras. Most of their advances
are in cash, but all but 5 per cent is recovered in grain and cattle.
The grain is not carried off from the threshing-floor but taken from
the peasant’s house at a price fixed with his consent. Here the
zemindar kettle came suddenly to the boil with the remark : * Cer-
tainly they take it from our threshing-floors,’ * How could we? '
asked a money-lender : ‘ a borrower may have four or five creditors.’
With a soothing word {he kettle subsided, and the money-lenders
admitted that, if a surety is taken, the grain is weighed at the
threshing-floor and taken to the surely’s house to guard him against
loss, But, they said, sureties are taken only when a client is  bad ’.
And both sides more or less agreed that it was only when a borrower's i v
state was weak (mari) thal produce is valued as the money-lender;
pleases.

‘The interest rate for an unsecured loan is 25 per cent, and
against jewellery (since the slamp) 184 per cent. Confirming what
“we heard yesterday, the money-lenders said that a good dealer
could get money at 12 per cent. ‘ We give a low rate to one with
whom there is no suit, no trouble, no loss, and who offers no cattle.
But whep 2 man offers a ten rupee animal in payment of 2 big loan,
who will lend to him at a low rate? ™ With the fall in prices
recovery has hecome very difficult, and only two annas out of every
rupee normally recovered is coming in. No money-lender I have
met puts the proportion higher than four annas. Few new loans,
therefore, are possible. It is also a matter of fear,’ half whispered
a money-lender near me.” Corapound interest, the peasant bor-
rower’s greatest peril, runs only from the date on which an account
is renewed, and this is usually done two or three years after the
original bond is taken.?

In a country where land development is urgently needed the
finencing of long-period loans is of importance, The money-lenders
said, they lent occasionally for the sinking of wells, but never for
“any length of time because, as one truly remarked, a long loan
requires a mortgage and (owing to the Land Alienation Act} they
can get possession of land for only twenty years3 Here the
zemindars boiled up again. ‘ They take one of us and get the land

T Cf. Rusiicus, 74

32 The general, but not invariable, practice owing to a three-year limita-
tion for the recovery of debt (Pb. Bhg. Engy. Rph (x934) 32).

3 For the Punjab Alienation of Land Act, see Peasant, 164,
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mortgaged in his name.” This is a way ol dodging the Act, and the
charge was noi denied with much emphasis. The worst boil came
when they said that Muslims, as well as Sikh Jats, did moncy,
lending, This touched Ramzén tempers to the quick, and they were
only appeased when the money-lenders admitted thal the dealings
were in grain and not in cash——one of those distinctions {hat are
dear to men who serve both God and Mammon. All the money-
lenders have wheat in store, mostly purchased at Rs. 3 a maund or
more aud now worth barely Rs. 2.2

One of the money-lenders was old enough to be able to compare
past and present. I asked whether there was much difference.
¢ Great difference,’ he said, ‘In the old days there were no suits,
no accounts, and no sureties, and all held their peace. Now, unless
a man is honest (bhalamanas) there are constant quarrels, and people
collecl together and make us give up our claims, and others encour-
age debtors not to pay. To protect ourselves we have sometimes
to write Rs. 40 in the bond when we give anly Rs. 50" The ketlle
began to boil again, but when I put it lo the zemindars whether
there was noi less straight dealing even amongst them than of old,
they admitted at once what indeed is a universal corplaint of the
times. Then {urning lo the money-lenders I suggesied that Lhey
should give up a business that gave ibem so much {rouble and
brought them so little profit—x0 per cont nel, said onc*~and
deposit their moncy with a co-operative society, which would give
them 6 or 7 per cent and no trouble at all3 ¢ And why not join
the society itsell 7’

‘ Bui, only zemindars can do this.’

' By no means : any honesl men can.’

* We did nol know of this before.’

‘But how can the goat drink with the tiger?’ inferjected
a zemindar realist, expressing the distrust which is the root of the
difficulty.

"1t is not easy,’ I answered, ‘ but in many societies he does
and is none the worse, Till recently few Hindu money-lenders
realized that they were eligible for membership of a credit society.
Actually it is a great advaniage to a society of peasants to have
the Hindy, trader’s wit, money, and experience at its service, and
it often happens that when a trader who i also a money-lender
joins & village bank he closes down his money-lending.

* Cf, p. 208,

# Tor the Punjab as a whole it is probably 12 ta x3 per cent (Pb. Big.
Eﬂggg Rpt., ;373.

+ Te gvmsd 3 possible clash of interest, one who does money-lending
may not be op the managing committee ; otherwise there is no Tesfriction.
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At this point a peasant, lean and helpless with want, approached
with folded hands and begged my protection from a money-lender
who was suing him for a sum which (so he said) he had never had.
Fortunately the money-lenders were now in such good mood that
they promised to look into the matter and arrange a compromise
if they could. In the old days, says a member of my staff, money-
lender and cuitivator lived as members of one family,* but now
there is division between them. The Hindu frader is sore about
the various Acts? that have been passed to restrict or control his
operations, and he believes that the co-operative movement is
also directed against him. The Lahore pleader whom I met near
Jhelum,3 spoke with bitterness on the subject, and I note the fact
because he is typical of a large class and it is as well to realize the
existence of any widely-felt discontent. In spite of the difficulties
created by the slump, relations between money-lender and peasant,
though rarely happy, are on the whole satisfactory4 At Makhn
I heard complaints of frandulent dealing, but the best informed say
that the money-lender generally plays fair

In the Moga tahsil, which we entered to-day, the professional
money-lender has been virtually ousted. The Sikh Jats, who
mostly inhabit i, are a much sturdier peasaniry
than the riverain Muslims and, as in Jullundur and
Hoshiarpur and with much the same result,‘_}arge
numbers have sought their fortunes abroad and returned with
large sums, much of which has been put into money-lending.
Money became so abundant that interest rates fell from 8% to
12 per cent, and most repayments, probably 75 per cent, were in
meney, But the slomp with its frozen credits has changed this,
and to-day in a Sikh village we were told that the rates had risen
to 18% per cent for loans against jewellery and to 25 per cent for
loans without security, For * good dealers ' the rate is much lower.
I asked what was meant by “good'. °Those whose property is
good and whose behaviour is good,’ was the reply, and unconsciously
it touched on a basic principle of banking, namely, that in lending
character as well as purely physical security must be considered.
However good security may be, if the borrower himself is unreliable,
trouble may follow, of a kind, too, that every banker will wish to
avoid.

Character and
finance

* Cf, ihe money-lenders in the Salt Range (p. 532).
3 The Punjab Altenation of Land Act (Igoo}: e Usurious Loans Act
(ngg), and the Punjab Regulation of Accounts Act (1930).
. 75
4 %f tg 146-148 .
5 With the account given above compare Rusticus, r11-12.
6 Ibid., 362.
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Whensver low rates are mentioned in the village, the reason
pearly always given is that punctual repayment can be depended
upon ; and wherever {his is the case, rates are reasonable, A Jat
who had been thirty years in Sumatra said that men there borrowed
at 12 per cent because they paid back their loans month by month ;
and another told us that he had oblained a loan of Rs, 500 at this
rate on the understanding that he would repay it on demand.
Before the slump, loans could be had in this tahsil (as in Jullundur)
at 6 to g per cent. The best urban rates are no lower.' The
peasant, therefore, who learns to deal faithfully and intelligently
with money is able to borrow as cheaply as any small business man
in the town. In both town and village, where dealings are mainly
in money, the dominating facior is not custom but risk. The
amount of motiey available for loan is also importani ; for, as we
have just ssen, the lowest rate for the peasani has risen to 12 per
cent. In areas where dealings are mainly in terms of service and
kind, the dominating factor is custom, and it is rarely possible for
the peasant to borrow at less than 12 per cent.

One effect of the stump has been lo reduce the return on
current mortgage loans made againsl posscssion. A concrete case
will show this. Some years ago a Sikh advanced
an owner Rs. x2,000, and as secority and in liew of
inlerest he was given usufruciuary possession of some
colony land in Sheikhupura, He leased the land in 1929 for
Res. 1,000, and in 1930 for Rs. 8oo.  This year he tried to get Rs. 500,
but has had to content himself with half the produce as rent.
Had he got Rs. 500, the yield on his capilal would have been 436
percent instead of the 84 per cent obtained two yearsago. Actually
he does not expect a return of more than 3 per cent. Before the
slump, a mortgage withont possession brought in from g to 12 per
cent (generally 12), and one with possession 6 to g per cent.* The
fall in prices has nol affected the former, bui it has antomatically
reduced the return on the latter (for existing mortgages) to 3 or at
most 5 per cent. Since about half the amount owed by the land-
owners of the province is in this form,3 it means that glthough it is
twice as difficult to repay, much of it at present carries a very low
rate of interest. To this extent the lender is as hard hit as the
borrower. Again may be noted the advantage of payment in kind
instead of money4 In westem Europe the common form of
mortgage is the mortgage without possession with a fixed rate of

* Pb. Bkg. Engy, Rpt, 330

2 Peasant, 190,

3 Ibid,, 6,

+Spep. 2,

Mortgages and
the ﬁump
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interest payable in cash; but in the Punjab most agricultural
mortgages are with possession, which means, so far as the borrower
is concerned, that interest is paid in kind, Consequently when
prices fall, part of the strain is borne by the lender.
But we have travelled far from the Sikh village where this
digression began, and we must now return to it, taking our way
to the shady garden of the Gurdwira where our
x:ig:g:ﬁas meeting took place. There, in a long bearded line,
were drawn up the iwelve members of the bank,
all but one illiterate, and as we approached, twelve pairs of hands
rose, pressed palm to palm in the courteous Indian way, and from
twelve voices came the grave Sikh gresting—Satt Svi Akdl—the
blest Immortal One is the Truth. We sat down, and on the fable
in front of me was a phulkari® with a beautiful border worked in
flogs silk of blue, white, yellow, and red. I asked whether phulkéris
were made as much as ever. ‘No, they are useless and give no
advantage, except for adornment. Our expenses ate great and our
income is small and we have become weak. We now give thought
to what we shall wear, When prices were high, we went freely to
the bazaar and bought muslin and calico, and in those days there
was little spinning, Now we all wear homespun and there is much
spinning. Those who were wise said, why buy calico when we can
make our own clothes and cotton is cheap, and nothing remains
with us (kol huckh nahin rahgya)?’' There was a clear echo of'
Mr. Gandhi’s teaching in this, and it comes through the Ak4l
movement, which enjoins the wearing of homespun. But, like all
Puyritans who are not poets, the Ak4lis are careless of beauty, and
the beautiful phulkéri is no longer desired.
The mention of economy led to telk abont expenditure at
weddings, Before the war an ordinary zemindar’s wedding cost
. from Rs. Boo to Rs. 5,0002 The high prices after
ﬁ;’e’;" ;o  the war doubled these figures, but the siump has
restored or lowered them. A son’s wedding still
costs about Rs, 8oo, but the owner of ten or fifteen acres need not
spend more than Rs. 500 on the marriage of a daughter. The
difference is significant, for when it costs more to marry a son than
a daughter, it generally means that directly or indirectly a bride-
price enters into the account, The most respectable form of this
is a handsome present of jewellery, and in another Sikh village
a man who owns twenty acres said that he had just spent Rs. 500
in this way., In the village where we were sitting there is more
* Red embroidered shawl, much used as wedding presents especially
by those who cannot afford costly clothes,
3 Moga Assess. Bpt. (1912), 13.
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fecling for economy. Ii began twenly years ago with a Jat who
had been in China—the third example on tlis tour of China in-
flnencing (he Punjab*—and was strengthened by the Akali move-
ment. The treasurer of the bank said that his uncle, a man of
thirty acres, had recently married his son for Rs, 2-8, the cost of
the anand or marriage rite? By agreement with her father nothing
was given to the bride—"not a farthing' (kekh nakin ditta}—and
only five were allowed in the marringe procession. They came in
the evening, supped, and left the next morning.} Another member,
who owns fifteen acres, said he had spent only Rs. 50 ont the marriage
of his son, but later on we found 2 bond in his name for Rs. 200,
and then it transpxred that he had spent Rs. 400. In India, truth
lies very decp in her well, and one has to accustom oneself to the
Yight tosee her. In this case the excuse was that Ra, 50 represented
the cost of the actual ceremony, and that the dowry was separale,
As we rode on a la;rge flock of cranes passed overhead, at first
scribbling a Jong waving * W' across the sky, then snaking ont grey
quivering ranks into cobra coils, and 4l the time
Hiucta of the ﬁl]mg the air with falsetto caws. We 1alked of the
prices
fall in prices. Some of ils consequences have jusl
been noled—the difficulties of recovery, the tighlening of the
moncy-lender's money-bags, the higher rales of interest, the cffect
on morigages, {he losscs incurred by those who have held up their
grain, the lower cypenditure on marrisges and clothes. Less
opium and drink are also consumed, and land revenus is paid with
difficulty. For the rest the effects and adjustmenis are much the
same as those already described, Wages have been generally
reduced, for carpenters and masons from Rs. 2 a day to Rs, x-8 or
Rs. 1-4, and for coolies from twelve to eight ammes. Ouly the
weavers are obstinate : in some villages they bave agreed to take
20 or X5 per cent less, but in others they contend that 1ill now they
wers under-paid. There is much truth in this for of late the village
weaver has earned less than a coolict One of the hardest hit,
after the peasant himself, is the landlord, whose rents are in cash.
the Sikh mortgagee just mentioned, many have been forced
to accept a produce rent instead of cash, and those who have ot
done this have been obliged to reduce their rents by 30 per cent
or more. Even the er suffers, though not as much as some, since
part of his“income is in Kind. We met one the other day who,
* See pp 43 and so.
4 Certan verses are read from the Granth Sahib, afler which the parents
Ez; tgau' e:omunt to the marnage, and hride and bndegmom formally accept
3 Ct Rushous, 79,
4 Ph Bhg Engy. B, 70.
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with his rugged brows, immense nose, and chest-reaching beasd,
seemed as old as religion itself. He has several hundred disciples,
and when he visits them, * they slay the hen and feed me well, but
when it is time for offerings they remain silent.” ‘ Their faith is
strong,’ he added, ‘ but their lot is straitened ; and I am straitened
(tang) 1o0.’

28 and 29 January—Moga

Moga is a live little place of 15,000 inhabitants and is noled
for its eye doctor, Rai Sahib L. Mathra Das, and its missionary
. training school. The doctor has achieved fame by
ﬁ;&;‘i‘“ his skill at operations for cataract, In twenty-nine
years he has done over 1oo,000. In November he
did 1,208 in three days. I had the good fortune to see him at work.
Within less 1han a minute out came the lens from the patient’s
eye, looking like a half-melted pearl: which is why Indians call
cataract motia. The doctor's skill early expressed itself in a
passion for operations, As a young man he would stop people
with bad eyes on the road and give them a rupee to come {o the
hospital, and he would even explore the surrounding villages for
patients. ‘A man who is determined to get a thing can always get
it if he wanis it enough’, was his comment upon his life and hxs
100,000 operations.
The training school, which is run by the American Presbyterian
Mission, under the stimulating direction of Mr. A. E. Harper, is as
interesting as the hospital. Its object is to train
;’i‘“‘i‘gﬁ;ﬁ"& young men {o teach, in the “village schools of the
Misgion, on up-to-date methods. One of these is
the project method. Each class chooses a subject capable of being
used pictorially to illustrate the geography, history, science, ete.,
that it is going to learn during the year. The subject is then given
concrete form, and the wits of the class are tasked to make it as
varied and informative as possible. The choite of subjects is
all-important and takes al least a week’s thought and discussion,
and in working it oul the boys have to depend upon themselves
with occasional guidance from the master in a dificulty. Ope class
had chosen commerce and had moulded a corner of the compound
into a map of India and dug a small pond round to image the
Indian Qcean, Mud pies eighteen inches high marked the chief
towns, and boats, laden with such appropriate merchandise as
cotion and wheat, the chief exports, Another class had chosen
tanning and had figured in clay rude representations of the main

* Moty means pearl.
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processes of tanning from the bringing in of the hides and skins on
bullock cart and camel to their exporl from Karachi, which was
shown at the end of & railway line 12 fect long. In this way the
creative impulse, which many children have, is stimulated insiead
of being thwarled by school, and learning becomes a ploasure
instead of a task.

The same practical spirit is applied to the teaching of reading
and arithmetic. For arithmetic a small shop is ran by the boys,
and careful account is kept of everything bought and sold. As to
reading, they are taught to recognize words before letters, and
phrases before words, A familiar story is told and repeated until
it is memorized, and easy phrases are written down until they are
photographed on the brain, The bay is then asked whether he can
identify any word, and when he has done this, whether he can pick
it ont elaewhers, and so on, It is claimed that those who are taught
in this way learn to read in one year instead of in two. No doubt
this is partly due to the high standard of teaching and supervision,
but it is thought that even under ordinary circumstances only
eightesn months would be needed. It is characteristic of the whale
spirit of the school that in the room where the lowest class were at
work there wag a simply carved bookease, which had been placed
there to give the children some idea of what was good, and it was
used by them for keoping the things they made thomselves and
thought beautiful. I needed a curtain in front to keep out the
dust, and two mites were at work on a curtain rod, one with a saw,
which he kept in its place with the ball of his right foot.

Tt is a question for experts whether so excellent a system could
be adapted to a large rural avea, The initial difficulty would be
the teachers, for if learning is to be a pleasure, teaching must be
an art, and few of us are artists, "The school clearly owes much of
Its success to the personality of those who created and who now
guids it. Tt has another advantage: neady all the boys are
Christians, which means that they are of artisan or village servant
stock and accustomed to use their hands, If they were peasant
boys, the problem would be more difficult, for the zemindar makes
little skilled use of his hands.

Moga in its modest way is an important educational centre,
and reflects the Sikh Jat's keenness that hoth daughter and son

, should be educated, The som, of course, has much
:igiﬂ:chool the best of it, and there are 2,000 boys at schaol to
+ Goo d%iﬂs 3 but T doubt whether there is any small

town in the Funjah which educates so many girls. Most of them
are at the Govermment high school for girls, and they are fortunate
in their hesdmistress. A thin little women with long delicate
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fingers, she is the daughter of a Sikh Jat who when ‘ in the military ’
became a Christian, Ten years later her mother, completely
uneducated, but a woman of character, followed her example.
Miss S. started the school four years ago and now has 400 girls, of
whom 100 are boarders, mostly daughters of zemindars, Hitherto,
she said, the home has influenced the school more than the school
the home, but gradually, sometimes in the teeth of hot protest, the
process i5 being reversed. After being here a year, she thought it
was time to introduce a few games—badminton, net-ball, and
skipping. ‘This brought many anxious parents to her door, amongst
them 2 stubborn old Jat, who complained that his daughter now
went skipping about the village to the scandal of her elders. Long
argument followed, and at last she said: * Here they skip only in
the school compound where no one can see them, and if I can
control 400 gitls, why can't you control one?’ It was a case
of Jat mesting Jat, and the old man retired discomfited but laughing,
A few months ago she started drilling the girls, this time without
protest. ‘ The dust on antigue time * is being slowly swept away.
She has introduced yet another innovation. At first the girls
were so few that all household service was left tothe servants. But
now that the school has grown, girls are obliged to clean the tables:
after meals, wash up platier and pot, and dust the rooms; all of,
which they now do as a matter of course. It is noteworthy that
girls who come from educated homes take to this more kindly than
others, partly hecause they are quicker to see the advantage of it.
They also take more readily to needlework and stitchery, doubly
important in a country where happily garments are still largely
made at home, Each girl has to produce a home-made garment
at the annual Government inspection, and to show that it has been
made &t school it must be new, For most this is sensible enough,
but there are some so poor that they cannot wait till the inspection
is over to wear what they have made, and recently I heard that
some of these were not allowed to put in garments made for them-
selves because they bad worn them | Miss S. said that on the whole
the garments made were such as suited village life; yet the gitls
learn to knit stockings, though they are rarely worn in the village,
and they make no phulkdris ‘ because it takes too long’. What
with the Puritan and the educationist, the phulkéri with its red
and amber embroideries appears to be doomed.
We have already seen that the boy at school is petted at home.?
The same is the case with the girl. She is spared ber share of field
and household task, often at the expense of an uneducated sister,
‘and in time comes to regard herself as a being apart. On the other
"3 Coriolanus i, 3, 120, Z p, 3,
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hand, life in the village is difficull for an cducated girl, for she has
litlle opporiunity of bringing lhe new light inlo a home over
which uneducated elders refgn. Miss S, gave an amusing example
of the clash of the new light with the old. Once when visiting a
village she found an old class-fellow installed there as master,
Instinctively she shook him by the hand : and all who saw shook
{heir heads.

In ope direction the influence of the school seems misdirected,
though this is no fault of the headmistress. To satisfy the influential

few who observe purdah at home, the school has to be

Purdah carried on under purdah conditions. But most
village girls have no idea what purdah means and learn its ways for
the first time when they come to school, and so the timid [urtive
purdah paychology is actually spread by the very means which
should be used to check it. ‘The effect is even more deplorable in
the north and west of the province, for there, outside the houses
of Seyyeds and Sardars even semi-purdah hardly exists. And
even where it does exist, as in the east and south, it does not go
beyond veiling the face in the presence of a stranger, an elder, and
a superior. An ancient custom this, reaching back 1o the days of
Abraham, for whon Rebekah first met Isaac and the servant said-—
* It is my master '— she look a vail and covered herself.’™

Though in the village sirict purdah is normally confined to the
tribes al the top of the social tree, Rajput, Seyyed, clc, and to
families who form, or would like to form, the country gentry, one
may sometimes come nupon peasani villages that observe it. This
happened to us two days ago. People from {wo Arain villages
were present at our meeling ! one village kept purdah, and the
other did nol. Both were villages of small holders, and purdah is
a luxury of the woll-to-do. The purdah village admiited the
difficulty, but a pious maulvi* once told them to keep purdah,
and they have done so ever since, It is not the four-walled purdah
and no burgas are worn; but faces are veiled outside, and no work
is done in the fields except picking cotton and maize, The economic
consequence of this is that most families have to employ labour,
generally a village servant, to help them with their cultivation,?
and their standard of living suffers accordingly. A theological
reasan for the difference between the two villages was given by the
other village. ‘They are Wahabis and followers of the Hadifs.

T Genesis xxiv, 65,

* One learned in Muglim scripture,

3 Compare the Aram village of Tehong in Jullundur, where ‘ there is

little need for the permanent services of fisld labourers * because the women

work in the fields (P, Bd. of Eoom. Emgy., op. oil., 7); compare ioo
Rustions, 64, 140, 254.
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We are followers of the Sunnal and do nol keep purdah. Our
custom is merely hat & man may not go inside quickly, and our
women veil themselves bofore the stranger (ghasr admid). Ours is
an indusirions tribe (mefinat ki ganm), and our debt is greal. The
money-lenders bave increased, and 1o make our living, our women
must work with us and our children too.” The children look after
the catile and mind the shecp and goats, The women pick the
cotton and the chillies, do all the cleaning and make the dung-cakes,

This cleaning and dung-caking accounts for the fact, noted on
my last tour,” that the daughters of Amritsar are not given in

marriage to the sons of Ferozepore and Jullundur,
W;men north though till recently the contrary was done. ‘We
sud south of  ysed to give them our daughters iwenty years ago,

but then we stopped il, because they were lawless
men.’” A valid enough reason, as we have seen, and more palaiable
toizzat than the real one. In Amritsar the women in a zemindar's
house sweep * only where men may not enter ’; but to the south,
unless they obgerve purdah, they normally do all the cleaning of
house and byre, and no man carcs that his danghter should perform
unaccustomed menial tasks. Broadly, the Beas and Sutlej may be
said to be the boundary between the women who share most of
men's tasks with them and those who share very few. To the
north, the only tasks done outside the courtyard are to take out
the mid-day meal and pick the cotton. The making of dung-cakes
is left to the sweeperess, the drawing of waler to ihe waterman,
and the chopping of fodder to the men. Buf women milk the
cattle, make the butter and ghi, and control the stores of grein
and the general economy of the house.

In the central Punjab the Sikh woman has a better position
than any other. Amongst Muslims, women do not go to ihe
' mosque,? but a Sikh wife accompames her husband
The Sikh's g the Gurdwéra, and men and women worship there
siitude towseds o an equal footing, Generally, like the Christians

of Asrapur, they sil apart ; but often they sit together
and not infrequently the women lead in the congregational prayers
and hymns, Somelimes even they ere numbered amongst the
* Beloved Five * {Piaras) who superintend the rites of the Gurdwéra.
In this they are even ahead of orthodox Jews3 Outside the
Gurdwiéra, too, inequality is much less marked than with most,

I Rushous, 175, .

2 Unless a well-known maulvi 1s to lecture, in which case special arrange-
ments are made. I have, however, come upon villages m the western Punjab
where the aged somelimes %o Cf. Rusticus, 285.

3 Amongst orlhodox, but not amongst Liberal, Jews, women at the
gynagogue mt apart and vutually out of sight
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and no distinction is made in the treatment of buy and girl, If
there were three oranges to be divided between a brother and
sister, the sister would ceriainly get one and a half and quite pos-
sibly two: in the ordinary uneducated peasani household she
wonld be lucky to get one and a half. The taking of a bride-price,
which is common amongst Sikh Jats (as it was amongst the Homeric
Greeks),” is the greatest blemish on the Sikh villager's attitude
towards women ; but with a businesslike people even this operates
to make 2 man take particular care of his daughter.

It is {ypical of the Sikh that he is almost as eager for the
education of his daughter as of his son, for the double reason that
she may be able to read the Granth Sehib and be an economical
housewife. An old Sikh Sardar, who can look back seventy years,
says that education has made Sikh women both freer and more
intelligent, and that about 50 per cent are now on an almost equal
footing with their husbands. In regard to this, another Sikh (of
middle age} tells me that whereas his wife touches his feet when ke
returns from office, as his mother did his father's, his danghter-in-law
does not touch his san's, His mother, too, would never eat before
her husband, however long she might have to wait, and his own wife
does so only if he is very late; but his daughicr-in-law sometimes
does not wait at all. The greater freedom has naturally Jed to some
decline of discipline. His mother, for instance, did all the household
tasks—milking, cooking, spinning, etc.—and his wile does the same ;
but his daughter-in-law eschows the rougher tasks and potters over
the lighter jobs and her fancy needlework, According to the old
Sapdar, the greatest change is the increased cleanliness.  Seventy-
five per cent are now clean in their persons as agamst only 5 per cent
in his youth, Both these Sardars, and the younger is a good ]udge
think that in the village not more than 10 per cent of Sikh marriages
are posilive misfits, and that over balf, perhaps even 6o per cent,
are reasonably happy. They thought that in the town things
were not so satisfactory, As {o character, they said that less than
5 per cent of the women were badly behaved (bedchalan), and that
there was less singing of ribald songs than there used to be,

It is characteristic of the Sikh Jat that his womenfolk not
infrequently do money-lending, There are over r fifty who do it in
= Attari (six or seven of them Jats)? and a sprinkling
money denders 10 the villages round Kasel3 Most are in the smallest

way of business, but a co-operator told me that his

I See Bntcher and La§ The Odévssoy, 430, and Aristotle, Politics, 2, 8,

Compare also the Leah and Rachel to Jucob for fourteen years
labour, and Genasxs

a The rest are Khafm and Aroras,
3ICL . 83,
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mother had accumulated ‘& very fine estate’. She took fo il on
finding hersclf married to a worthless fellow who drank, Much
the same explanation was given of two cases mentioned at Bhakna
Kaldn: * Their husbands are weak,’ il was said, and an assenting
titter went round the gathering. No accounts are kept, nor are
they necessary since the loans are nearly always against jewellery.
All that is done is to tje a ticket to the ornament and fix a date for
redemption. The rates are the same as those charged by men,
viz. 183 per cent for secured loans and 25 per cent for unsecured.

One striking change has occurted since the war in the Sikh
woman's life: she wears much less jewellery. ‘Now people
Jowall boycott jewellery,' said one of my staff in up-to-date

s vernacular phrase. Ten years ago the Aldlis set
their Puritan faces against both jewellery and drinking, and this
was the best side of their movement, which was strong in this
district, The co-operative movement, too, encouraged the con-
version of jewellery into interest-bearing deposits, and the canny
Sikh was quick to see the advantage of this® Now the fall in prices
makes fresh accumulations of jewellery virtvally impossible for
men of moderate means. A Sikh landlord in speaking of this
related with refreshing candour, that when his grandmother died
an arbitrator was called in 1o divide up the family jewellery amongst
the heirs and there was so much of it—it was worth over half a lakh—
that he tool: some of it himself and no one missed it. Now, he said,
all that is changed. In making themsclves ‘ gentelman ’ people
hed made ihemselves poor, and even a Sardar commanded but
little cash.

The landlord was equally candid on the subject of drink, the
besetting weakness of the Sikh, who is denied by his religion the
Dol solace of tobacco. ‘I used to drink, and so badly

that no one put any trust in me. Our tenants
demanded receipts from me, and I used to take my father's money
sectetly. Then I became a member of the Comrmittee
{he named a well-known semi-religious body), and all Jaughed at
me, knowing how I drank. When I saw this, by your honour’s
kindness (he raised a salaaming hand) and God's grace T gave it up.
Now all trust me and I have not to give receipts, and I have been
elected manager of the girls' school m our village,” Here his father
broke in with another and perhaps more convincing reason for his
conversion : ‘I was very displeased with him and told him that
if he did not give it up, I would turn him out of my house and leave
all my land to my second son.’ The son’s engaging frankness led
to talk about Sikhism and to a question about the five K-s, which

X CLp. 4
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the irue Sikh musl always wear® He said: ‘ They all have a
meaning. These bangles (and he pointed to the thin stecl rings
about his wrists) bind my hands so {hat they caunot steal; and
the drawers which I wear below (and he pointed 1o his dark tight-
fitting cloth trousers) are a padlock upon me in case any wickedness
rises in my heart.’

A zaildar tells me a tragic story to {llustrate the Jat's attitude
1o both jewellery and drink. A Jai had drunk most of his substance
away when he received a visit from his married daughter. He took
her jewellery and sold it for drink, When she went back to her
husband, he was so angry that she returned to her father and begged
her ornaments back that she might not be dishonoured.* Qvercome
with shame, the father went to his well, tied his puggaree round his
neck and, binding hands and feet, hung himself,

There is no doubt that the Sikh’s drink bill is much less than
it was before the War. For'this the Akélis deserve credit, though

. the most potent factor has been the Jack of money

Opium eating following the slump. The same applies to the
consumption of opium, which is common amongst the Sikhs south
of the Sutlej, but, curiously, not amongst those to the north, An
official who knows Ferozepore well estimates that 20 per cent of
the men over thirty take it, and 70 to 8o per cent of those over fifty,
aboul half of them habitually, In Hissar, donbtless jnfluenced by
Rajputana, Hindu Rajputs are also addicted to it, and their babes
are sometimes taught to suck at the breast by mixing a grain of it
in the first few drops of their mothers’ milk3 The opium Is taken
with water or tea, and though it is never smoked, it does much harm
to habituds, and they can generally be detocted by their sunken
faces, lack-lnstre eyes, unbraced movements, and shrill inebriate
voices. Onmy last tour I was told in Ambala that, notwithstanding
the ban on tobacco, snuff was becoming popular with the Sikh.t
I hear the same here. The tea habit, too, is spreading fast,’ and
Tittle piles of white loaves, three or four inches square, are now to be
seen in the bazaars, They cost a farthing each and are taken with
the morning or afternoon cup of tea, and they have this advantage
over the heavy unleavened chapati, that they are more easily
digested and are available ‘ ready-made ’,

* These are the top-knot (%es), bangle (#ara), comb (kamga), drawers
(kachk), and dagger (kirpdn).

2 Cf. ‘Can a majd forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire?’
(Joremiah i, 32).

3 Amongst montane and submontane Rajputs the habit ia rare.

4 Rusticus, 56.

5 Cf. ihid., 56.
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30 January—Moga fo Biga Purdna (1T wmiles)

To-day I followed up my enquiries about girls’ education with
a visil {0 an 'aided ’ primary school for girls. Afier ten years it
A girle’ sehool has but twelve pupils, of whom only six were present.

They were being taught by a carpenter's wife, and
the schoolroom was a space in her tiny house, half passage, half
verandah, opening on to a miniature courtyard, where a bulky
buffalo was warming his hairy flanks in the sun, The six little
girls, all under ten, sal in a row, some on the bare floor, othets on
scraps of sacking. They wore red shawls over their heads and silver
bracelets on their arms, and one a gold ring in her nose. All were
dirty ; but not so dirty as the mistress, who was dressed in black
pyjama {rousers and a shirt that looked as if it had been made out
of a lagt year's duster. I asked why more girls did not come to
school. ‘They are so dear to their mothers that when I scold
them they take them away.'
© *And if you do not seold them, how long do they stay?’

* They take them away as soon as they have learnt to read and
write.” What need to know more ? they say.’ Not very encourag-
ing after ten years’ effort, but ihe fault, I suspect, lies as much with
the mistress as with the parent. Neither her qualifications—she
had read only up to the fifth Primary—nor her appearance suggested
that she was fit to educate the young. Nor even her house ; it was
clean enough and even had a hand-pump, but all was disorderly.



CHAPTER VII
FEROZEPORE—{continued)
RECONSTRUCTION, VILLAGE BANKS, AND MARKETS

30 January—(continued)

THE most interesting feature of this tahsil is the systematic attempt
that is being made at village reconstruction by the Sub-Divisional
Officer, an Indian official who inherited the beginnings
of the experiment from his predecessor, In general
method and object the campaign resembles Mr.
Brayne's in Jhelum, There is a central committee to bring together
the representatives of all the beneficent depariments and co-ordinate
their work, and under them are six Honorary Inspectors who are
supposed to act as village guides on the Gurgaon model.' Of the
six two are good, one bad, and three “twixt and between. The
Sub-Divisional Officer does a lot of preaching himsclf and, as in
Jhelum, there is & magazine, which is intended to be self-supporting
but is aclually Rs. 600 down, In this the fourlh yoar of the
! experiment 170 manure pits have been dug, 8o impraved ploughs
and 2,000 fodder-cutters sold, and 5,000 feet of pukka drains
_construcled in sixteen villages. Here and there, {00, people have
been persuaded 10 abandon the insanilary practice of stacking their
dung-cakes in the village. Bul in many places this continues for
lack of convenient sites outside, If there is no common land or a
man has no land of his own near the village, all that can be done is
to hire or lease a plot, and few are both willing and able 1o do this.
In a number of cases special arrangements were made, but when it
came to the point they were not carried out. Like Mr, Brayne, the
Sub-Divisional Officer thinks it important to show the people
unmistakably that Government is doing something io help them
out of their poverty and ignorance, and he found this aspect of the
campaign of special value during last summer’s political agitation.
Like Mr. Brayne, too, he claims that activities of this kind help to
keep the peasant occupied and to divert his mind from quarrels and
litigation. Only in one respect do his methods differ materially
from Mr, Brayne's. No subscriptions are raised, on the salutary
principle that the people concerned must pay for everything

T Rusticus, 154.

Village
reuonstmuﬁon

b
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themselves and not depend on the generosity of others. If this is
possible, it is a great merit of the scheme, since both Jhelum and
Gurgaon show that few like being touched in their pockets for
schemes to benefit athers.

Schemes for improving the village look so differently at head-
quarters and in the village that I was at some pains to-day to find
out how the scheme was working, The village where I stopped for
the nsual bank inspection was one of those which had come within
its operation, but although I examined it carefully I could find
nothing to indicate change, and the people said quite candidly that
theirs was the old way of doing things (pwrana indizam).

¢ The Tahsildar came once two years ago and gave us an order
to clean the lanes and throw the manure and rubbish oo yards from
the village. At the time we agreed, but after that no one came,
so we did nothing, and now we throw things as we please.’ This
was evidently one of the failures, and it was doubtless due to the
inactivity of the Honorary Inspector, who was not one of the two
good ones.

We rode on and came to a Sikh village. Unfortunately the
people had been warned of our coming and all was spick and span.
A Jat who had dug a manure pit admitted it was done * by order ’,
but added : * Without doubt it is a good thing.’

‘ Then,’ I said, tarning to the ring of bearded faces round me,
* I suppose others have dug them too ?’

‘ No one else has dug them : our land is too far from ths village
and we cannot get land near it.”

 But those of you who have land near the village—surely you
have dug them ? *

‘No.’

‘ Then you think them bad ?’

‘ No, we think them good.’

‘ Then why bave you not dug them ? *

‘It is our laziness.’ And so said the men of the Salt Range;?
and who would say anything else, if he had to live under a sun which
for seven months of the year takes the temperature by day to any-
thing between go and 115 degrees in the shade?

Last of all we came to Bdga Puréna. It has 3,200 inhabitants
and is the second clean village of any size that I have seen in the

Punjab3 Tt has twice won a prize for cleanliness and
eﬂl‘;l;:" hopes to win a third at the competition to be held
next month for the cleanest village in the district.

1 Cf. Rusticus, 69.
2 %p 38, 61.
8 Kor the ather see p. 42.
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Tt was therefore at its best, and though the lanes may Lave been
prepared for our corning, this could not have been the case with the
houses, whose smooth mud-leeped walls stood transfigured by the
setting sun. Sorae of them put modern mansion and villa to scorn,
notably one which had a porch a hundred foet long with three high-
arched gateways and nine brick pillars sentinelled down the cenire
and supporting a lofty roof, The Malwa Jats are lovers of the
tound arch, and their houses are the finest in the province, AN T
saw were clean, but as usual inner rooms were pitch dark, even in
the case of a family that had risen to the rare luxury of a kitchen
with a fire-place. ‘ There is great comfort in this fire-place,’ said
the shrouded lady of the house, as she bent over the fire to keep
away the chill of dusk.! It was a pleasure to walk about this
village, and there was almost a garden fragrance in its cleanliness.
And it had been obtained cheaply enough: for the lanes three
sweepers are paid one rupee a month each, and as to the houses,
the people are not ‘ lazy ’.?

Amongst those prowling round with me was the headmaster of
the local Middle school, and this brought us back to an old subject.
‘ The educated make the better farmers,” he said.

‘ They can’t work as we do,’ asscrted a small,
broad-chested Jat at his elbow.

* Without doubt, but they learn the new ways.’

‘How many,’ I asked,  farm with the new implerhents ?

* There are only five or six,’ replied the Jat, ‘ who can road and
who farm, and none of them uses the new implemonts.’

* Docs not their farming differ at all from the farming of those
who can’t read 7’

‘No, not at all.’

* Then here at least education has had no influence on farming.'

‘ But those who go to school learn to rise and to sit ; they can
talk to the patwari and keep accounts.’

* That is most true, but do any of these five or six men keep
accounts ?’

‘ No, not one.’

‘ And can those who have been to school do as much work as
those who have not been ? ’

Bducation and
farming

* GL. Rushcus, 49.

* Thanks to pancheyats (ses p. 138 f.) and sustained official interest,
the reconstruction work described above has talen root in the tahsil, and the
village sanitation shows marked improvement. In some villages, the lanes
are kept clean ; in othem, water is not allowed to stagnate, and here and
thete manure is kept outside the village (1933).
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‘At first not, admitted the headmaster; ‘but in three or
four years they can do as much as anyone. Look at Jiwan Singh,’
said he, turning to the Jat, ‘ is he not as good as you ?

‘ Yes, without doubt,’ was the generous admission, and the
headmaster is right : education may impair strength but farming
will bring it back. 'We were standing in the courtyard of two
brothers, one a clerk and the other a cultivator. Whether it was the
influence of education or not, everything was arranged with an
orderliness rarely found south of the Ravi. One room, and thal a
small one, was full of chopped fodder and the dry was kept carefully
apart from the green, and all round the courtyard everything had
its appropriate peg, even the pails, a nicety I have not seen before.

As so often happens, the boys have their school, but the girls
have none.  Six parents, however, have boldly sent their daughters

—the eldest is ten—to the boys’ school, amongst them
ﬁ‘;ﬁﬁ:&:n the Sikh headmaster, the Sub-Inspector of Police, and

a Brahmin. Others have not followed their example
becanse there is ‘ anxiety ’ about the arrangement. The lack of
education for the gitls would matter a little less if they could get
insiruction in their religion, but the only community which gives
this is a group of Christians, who are mostly of the humblest origin.
They have an Indian padre who can both read and understand his
Bible. For Sikh and Muslim there are many places of worship,
threo Gurdwiras and four mosques, bul nol a single granthi® or
mullah who can expound his scriptures, Onme of the granthis,
indeed, is blind, and in another village seen to-day, the same was
the case with one of the three mullahs, Spiritually all {hree were
blind, for none of them know Urdu, still less Arabic. They teach a
few boys to gabble the Koran, and some years ago when there was
an elderly mullah a few girls were taught as well. The girls of the
village, save the dozen who go to the school just described, now have
no teaching of any kind, and the village is as large as Biga Purina.
For the boys there is a school, but even they get no religious teaching,
with the doubtful exception of the few who go to mosque and gurd-
wara, I found the same thing on my last tour,* and it is typical
of the Punjab, probably of the whole of India. I I mention it
again, it is because it is puy firm conviction, rooted in the experience’
of Europe, that, until at least the peasant is fully educated, he
requires religions teaching and guidance if his life is o be Mluminated
by sither the old lght or the new. But the {eaching must be
given hy men who understand the spirit of religion as well as its
Ietter.

* Gikh priest.
2 Ci. Rystiws; 44, 85 338,



120 FEROZEPORE

Béga Purdna has as many midwives as pricsts, and they are
just about as welt qualified for their work, for oll arc untrained.
One who used {o be here was recently given six
monihs' training at Ferozepore and paid Rs. 15 a
month while she trained. But, on her return, she found her skill
so little in demand that she went clsewhere. *Our women prefer
the old ways and do not like midwives with instruments,’ was the
explanation. And what else can one expect when there is no girls’
school ?

To-day for the first time this year I heard the laik pouring out
his intoxicating song over the ugly plain. On a horse one hears
these things.

Midwives

3t January.—Biga Purdna to Kot Kapura (18 miles)

Most days I inspect a bank or two, but it would be tedious to
set down day by day what each bank is like. I will content myself,
therefore, with noting a few characteristic traits for
Xﬂ;? the benefit of those who would know at first hand
how the agricultural Thrift and Credit co-operative
society works in the field.! One of yesterday's villages, for instance,
had once had four banks, bui has now only one. A society of
zemindars and Lwo of sweepers (Sikh and Christian) had failed, and
iwo years ago even the fourth was officially described as ‘ hopeless ',
The cause of this collapse was the failure 10 gel good men logether
at the start and two ycars’ departmeninl neglect: ihere are few
village societies that do not requirc wei-nursing in their infancy.
The fourth bank was saved by persuading good men 10 join it and
giving the members the careful teaching that they should have had
at the outset. In starting a society oo much care can hardly be
taken in the selection of members: it is the bees who make the
honey rather than the flies who rush to it, that are wanted. And
every member should be well grounded in the by-laws of his society
and in the elements of co-operation. How easy this sounds, but
in most villages there are ten flies for every bee and ten men who
cannot read for one who can; and with those who cannot, all
teaching has to be given by word of mouth and imprinted on the
mind by constant repetition, In 1930 only 13 per cent of the
;memberg_ of our 16,000 village banks could read and write,? and in
the Zira"tahsil, through which we have just passed, g7 per cent
(.axe illiterate,

! In the Punjab there aro over 16,000 of these societies with an average
of thirty-two members each (1934).

3 Go-op, Soc, Rit. (1930), 29.
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And this is the kind of thing that follows, We were looking
at a society of Arains near the Sutle], and of the fifty-six men present
all but six were illiterate. Much the most intelligent was the
secretary ; but he had used his intelligence to obtain for a relative
a loan of Rs. 400 in excess of his credit limit, and on the bond were
the thumbmarks of two bogus sureties. A month ago the managing
committee promised the Inspector that the loan would be recalled,
but did nothing. It was clearly a case for a new secretary, but the
old one was present and no one wished to make him an enemy by
turning him out, for his education and intelligence make him
formidable, The sitnation was a delicate one, and much persuasion
had to be used before the committee would agree to any action at all.
It ended in a compromise : a new secrstary was appointed to hold
office till the loan was repaid.

In a village bank liability is unlimited, and to protect members
from its consequences every loan must be guaranteed by one or
more sureties. A quick way of distinguishing the good from, the
ordinary bank is to see whether the borrower knows who his sureties
are and whether ihe sureties realize their obligations, The other
day on being informed by the members of a bank that till recently
their society had been in class A and * by your Honous's kindness’
would soon be so again, I applied the test and found that a member
who had taken a loan only a month before had not the least idea
what the amount was nor who were his sureties, A metuber of the
committee came to his rescue and said he was one of them, but the
bond showed that someone else was. He then said he was referring
to an earlier loan, but again the bond proved him wrong, at which
he was laughed into silence.

The village benk's Iynch pin is ifs commities, Service onit is
honorary and more aitractive to the honey-loving fly than the
honey-making bee. Many is the committee that takes more than
its share of the honey. In Shahpur we came across a freasurer who
had borrowed Rs, 4,500, and in thig district thete is one who has
taken Rs. 30,000, Large loans of this kind spell disaster and can
only be recovered with infinite difficulty. Another common defect
is infrequent meetings and slack attendance at them, In the case
of the mortgage bank at Bhalwél six of its nineteen directors had
not attended more than one of the last nine meetings; but for-
tunately the bank has a capeble president and, though it has
Rs. 50,000 on loan, it has not a single defaulter.* With good banks
the committee meets frequently, and in a society seen in the Salt
Range there had been fifty-five meetings in twelve months.

* They are now virtually impossible.
2 For mortgage banks, see Rusiwcus, 325.
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The Salt Range socicties are almost the ouly ones T lave seen
‘on his tour which have not been obliged by the shunp 1o reduce
their loans 10 a minimmm, This is because the army is behind them
and pay and pensions keep credit liquid, Hul anylhing that brings
in a steady flow of cash serves the same puipose.  In one village we
saw there were six banks. In five credit was frozen, but in the
sixth business continned because ihe members, who were primarily
cultivaiors, employed their spare time in weaving. Mr. Gandhi
believes that the Indian peasent badly needs an indusiry which
will increase both his resources and his employment, and for this
purpose recommends spinning, So far as unirrigated iracts are
concerned, where cultivation is necessarily precarious and leaves
large leisure, ihere can be no doubt thai he is right, and this is 4
case in point. The village is entirely dependent upon rain, and in
five banks the members, being cultivators and nothing else, were
locked out of employment by drought, but in the sixth they fell
back upon their weaving.*
The great danger of village banks is ihat thoy may facilitate
borrowing. ' There can be no advantage from a bank,’ said a
grain-dealer once when we were discussing ihis in a
f:;yi;rﬁgera colony market ! ‘& man will spend as much money
as he can gel : To or 20 rupees, he sces no difference !
he wastes it all” There is prolound iruth in this charge, as T have
shown elsswhere,? and wheu some years ago in another disiricl the
experiment was iried of letting village banks borrow up to o cerlain
limit without any check from the staff3 the results were disastrous,
Most societies at once borrowed up to Lhe full limit, and, when the
1ime came to repay, unable Lo do so, they made fictitions repayments.
The cffects of 1his still clog the disirict, and the A B C of handling
money has to be taught all over again. Fortunately, there are many
now amongst our members, especially in the central Punjab, who
have grasped the fact that for the peasant the fear of money is the
beginning of wisdom, and the slump, which has dissolved the
prosperity of the past ‘like the baseless fabric of a vision ', has
¢ enforced the lesson. But there are still many amoangst our 500,000
members? who look upon their society simply as a cow 1o be mitked ;
and when they find their credit with it exhausted, they return to the
money-lender.S The last state of such men is often worse than the
* Cf. Rustscus, 361,
2 Peasant, 222, 262.
3 Normally only societies in Class A or B (ihere ars four classes) ere
allowed to do this Others, the large majority, are required to submit
thewr applicationg for loans through the co-operative staff.

+In July 1033, 490,000 for agreultmal credit sacieties and 656,000
for all types

1 Cf, Rz‘cstums, 112-3.
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first, and at prosent it is impossible, except by continued teaching,
to protect them from themselves. It would seem as if the only
remedy were not to allow a money-lender to sue a co-operator for a
loan given him after joining a bank.?

Another and more subtle danger is that men not in debt may
join a bank and start borrowing. If they borrow for produchve
purposes and are careful about repayment there is no harm in this ;
but borrowing is full of pit-falls for the inexperienced and improvi-
dent. The Sikh bank we saw near Moga is an example of this.
When the society was started, only one or two of the members were
in debt, but now all but one have borrowed to pay land revenue
and water rate.

One sometimes wonders why one village has a bank and another
close by has none. Last month I came upon iwo Sikh villages
within a mile of each other, one with a vigorous bank of fifty
members, the other with none. The latter said they preferred to
deal with the money-lender, because he did not press them when
they had nothing to give him, whereas the bank got its members’
property attached. Charging only 12} per cent and no compound
interest, a co-operative society is obliged to proceed against those
who won't pay when they can, and in most societies the fault lies
not on the side of severity but of lenience, The money-lender is
more easy-going and often waits two or three years before beginning
to harry a client. This naturally suits the peasant, and is a main
reason why he is so careless about repayment. The sage amongst
them realize this, and at Sardhi (in the Salt Range)* when we were
discussing whether the village should have a bank or not and I
pointed out that it would mean repaying every six months instead
of every three years, an old soldier said : ‘ That is good for us;
then what we have {0 pay does not inerease.” Receiving so pertinent
and unexpected a reply, I asked why they had not already started a
bank. ‘No one has told us how to start one, but we hear from other
villages that it is a good thing and brings much advantage.’

And of that, despile many failures and conntless imperfections,
no one can doubi. During this tour and the last it has been
impressed on me again and again, but one incident will suffice to
show what is meant. At a meeling of a Banking Union in an area
where Co-operation had long been established I enquired from the
100 present, who included the presidents of many village banks,
what benefits Co-operation had brought. One of those sitting on
the ground vias chosen By his fellows to act a spokesman and his
reply, which they endarsed, was as follows: ‘It has added to our

X Cf, Rustious, 224, 248.

P 4L
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‘capital (sarmayn) ; il has reduced our debt; it hins increased our
«good fellowship (saluk), and maney is not wasted,’” Solid benefits
indeed, and, with the possible exception of education, the four most
needed by the Indian village at preseni, Should not Governinent
then back the co-operative movement to the full extent of its

resources, borrowing if necessaty for the purpose
The borrowing to pay land revenue and water rate, just
mentioned, is an ominous sign of the times, The cold weather
instalment is being collected and my enquiries both
Land rovenué ;o ypic district and ihe last indicate widespread
borrowing to pay it. In Amritsar a tahsildar put the amount at
onty 10 per cent of the whole, but one of my Inspectors, who knows
the people well, puts it at 50 per cent. A Revenue official at Moga
estimates that half the people in the tahsil have borrowed, and the
local co-operative staff say the same, The greatest persuasion was
required to collect the amount, and durbars of headimen had to be
held for the purposs. In Amriisar, io facilitate payment, a tahsildar
induced the local money-lenders to open their money-bags, closed
on account, of the slump, and they charged 30 per cent for the favour,
Interest rates vary considerably, no doubt with the credit of the
borrower. At Makhu,? a zemindar {old me thal in retwn for a
Joan of five rupees he had promised to pay back ten in June; and
another said that he had borrowed Rs. 22 and reccived Rs, 20 in
cash on the undorsianding thal, i ho repaid Rs, 22 wilhin six
months, nothing more would bo due, and thai otheywise he would
bave to pay 25 per cont from the daie of the loan: {hal is to say,
if the loan was repaid within six months, the rate was 20 per cent
(prepaid) ; otherwisc it would be 23 per cent, plus 20 per cent for
{he first six months, At = Sikh village in Amritsar I found that of
fifty people preseni sixteen had pawned, and iwenty-three sold,
jewellery to pay the current instalment, I asked why they had not
all sold, A matter of jzzatl,’ said an officer :  they hope to redcem
it next harvesi, but they will not be able to do so.” In this village
the position was complicated by a police post quartered on the
inhabitants at a cost of Rs. 10,000 a year for refusing to pay their
land revenue last summer, The reduction in land revenue announced
last month3 will save the district about Rs, 50,000, and in this
village (unlike the peopls of Shahpur)# the zemindars had a word of
gratitude for Government on the subject. As in the north,j it is
1In every peasant’s mouth that the economic crisis is dueto * Cangress-
Mangress’, ¢ Gandhi<ji has forbidden peopls to buy English cloth ;

* Cf, Psasant, 263. 2 . go. 3p. 1.
4 p. 19, ip 2y
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England willnot buy our wheat,’ is their simple but fallacious reading
of the situation.

As no one likes having to pay land revenue, a resourceful
member of the Co-operative Department,® has devised a means of
escape ; and it is as simple as possible, All that is necessary is to
, join a land revenue redemption society and, whenever land revenue

has to be paid, to deposit an equivalent amount with the society.
If, as is usnal, the society pays 7 per cent compound interest on the
deposit, in twelve years the member will have to his credit & sum
bringing in sufficient interest to pay his land revenue, A mumber
of these societies have been formed, and one of them we saw at
Manan last week.?

There came & point in our march to-day when it was evident
from the sudden change in the condition of the road that we were
The camel | CTT6riD an Indian state. The country, too, began ta

change :” sandhills appeared amongst the crops, and
the edges of the ficlds became more ragged, and on, the road we met
more and more camels, We were entering the great camel country
which stretches westward, with hardly a break, across Baluchistan,
Persia, and Arabia, and along the whole length of north Africa to
ibe Attantic. In this vast area no animal can vie with the cameh,
There is no task done by either horse or bullack to which he cannot
be set with advantage. ‘ He will do everything for us but cook,’
exclaimed 2 Jat of Hissar, In the desert he will outsiay all but the
hardest rider, and it is recorded of him that he has done 50 miles
in forty-nine hours and journeyed for ten days ‘ with nothing to
drink and almost nothing 1o eat.’¥ And, with a philosophy that is
cheracteristic of the great, he will perform the most hymdrum tasks
as uncomplainingly as the most adventurous. Since yesterday il
has been a common sight to see him at the Persian wheel instead of
the usual pair of bullocks, and he is preferred for the purpose. His
pace is quicker, and with blinds on his eyes he will go round a.qd
round the wheel for six hours on end and will irrigate five or six
kanals$ instead of the four done by bullocks; and he will do this

* Sardar Bebadur Sardar Boant Singh, Co-operstion in the Punjab
owes much to his judgment and devotion and to his intimate knowledge of
village life. o

% Since killed by the aconomic depression. The latter in combination
with the general zeduction in the rate of interest to about 4 per cent, bas
made the wark of these societies very difficult, and only three or four are
keeping their heads above water. One of these, however, caR NOW pay ite
members’ land revenue for one crop a year (1933)-

3 Lawrence, Revolt in the Desert, 164. \ i

4 St John Philby, ‘The Empty Quarter of Arsbia’ (The Listensr,
20 July 1932).

5 In Ferozepore 968 kanals make one acre,
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with no one to drive him,* and with no more urging than an
occasional shoni. Such a beast can be had, four years old, for
Rs. 180, a bare thirleen guineas. At the plough, too, he does well,
though exeept in sandy soils nol. quite so well as 4 pair of bullocks ;
for, like the plough horse, he is six or seven paces in {ront of the
plough and must cut his corners.  With the large holdings common
in camel country this matters little, bui the small holder prefers
the bullock.?

At Kol Kapura I inspected the market, and as it is the fifth
seen on this {our, I shall describe it. Dating from the early nineties
when the prosperity of Ferozepore beganm, it is
embellished neither by man nor by time, and its
two-storied red brick houses with their corrugated
iron verandahs form an unlovely square round a large and almost
treeless market-place. That market-places in the Punjab should
nearly always be treeless, when for some months it is one of the
hottest countries in the world, shows how little man cares for
comfort when absorbed in the pursuit of gain. To-day, however,
‘there was no need of shade for eilher man or beast, and trader and
camel were both glad of the sun, We sought out a veieran com-
mission agent and found a fine old bania, pock-marked but with
wide-set eyes and penetrating glance. Camels thronged and bubbled
round us as he told us about the market,

In early days when markets wero few, produce would come
fifty miles? but now, as with most markets, its radius is about
filteen miles, the distance that a man can journcy io and fro in a
day with bullock-cart, donkey, or camel, Ninety per cent of the
produce is said {o be brought in by the cultivators theraselves, and
much the same is the case at Moga, whore there is also a market4

A typleal
market

* Detailed enquiry on & farm in Ludhbiana, a dishiict which maiches
with Ferozepore, showed that, including depreciation and interest, il cost
Ra, 252 to maintain a camel as against Rs. 314 for a pair of bullocks {Funjab
Bd. of Econ. Baquiry, Farm derounts in the Pungad, 1929-30, 52). Bullocks
will aleo wotl the Perslan wheel without & driver il they wear blinds, and they
do this in certain districts (e.g. Jhelum and Multan), but in Indhiena (and pre-
aqaably )in Ferozepore) the people do not like puiting blinds on them

ihid., 52).

% In the Amritsar and Tarn Taran tahsils, the average arsa (unencum-~
bered by occupanoy tenancy or mortgage) owned 18 only, five actes (Amrilsay

' Gas, (Igrqg, 135). In the Zira tahl (Ferozepore) the average holding la
from 6 to 8 acres {Peasant, 66,1.). On the other hand, in Sirse it is 60 acres
and in Fazilks to the west of Kot Kapura 84 (ibid., 3, n.).

3 eg, from Jagraon.

4 A detailed enquiry done into the merketing of wheat in 1930 showed
that 77 per cent of the wheat sold in the markets of Ferozepore Cantonment,
Tazilka, and Moga was brought in by the ygrowers themselves. Ju the
Sutle) | mverain the percentage 18 sald to be 25 or less,
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In spite of this, there is not a single zemindar or peasant amongst the
fifty-five commission agents of the market. All but eleven are
Aggarwéls, a section of {he great Bania community of the southern
Punjab.® As there is no bank in the market, the commission agent
depends [or his finance on the bigger money-lenders and the latter
upon the banks at Ferozepore. The basis of this finance is the grain-
godown, which usually holds about 1,000 maunds (36 tons).? The
borrower pledges a godown, and on handing over the key is
advanced up to 75 or 8o per cent of the value of its contents, at
4% per cent. The slump has strained this simple system to the
utmost, for with the drop in prices many borrowets have found
1t impossible to maintain any margin at all between the amount
borrowed and the value of the produce. Nor have most been
willing to sell, ever hoping for the rise that would save them from
heavy loss; and the lenders hesitate io compel sale for fear of
losing old clients, The amount involved is considerable, for about
200,000 maunds {over 7,000 tons) of grain, mostly wheat, are
in stote in the name of the commission agenis. *We have not the
strength {fasfig) 1o store,’ said a peasant by-stander. The storagé
capacily of the market is about a million maunds as against 400,00
at Moga. In bolh cases this more than suffices, and my enquiried
in different. parts of the province show that storage facilities in the
Punjab are adequate in quantity however inadequate they may be
in quality.3

Some markels have informal panchayats to regulale their
practice and settle trade disputes. There is one at Moga, but the
agriculturist is not represented on it ; yet without him the market
would nol exist. Actually, as al Kot Kapura, there is no agricul-
turist commission agent, and ihe peasant would have no ally in the
market at all but for the existence of a co-operative Commission
shop, and even this has no representative on the panchayat; and
when I pointed out the anomaly, the Banias defended themselves
by saying that, as some of them owned lands, the landowner was
represented. But unfortunately all landowners are not agricultur-
ists. I then said {hat according to sound co-operative principle the
sweepers, weighmen, and other servants of the market should also
be represented. They objected that there was no need for this,
since they all lived on good terms with each other and there was
* no question ' between them. I complimented them on this happy
state of affairs, but said it might not always continue and, if ever
* question ’ arose, it would be much easier to settle it amicably if all

t Cf f/l 207.
? At Moga there aze aboul 400 godowns
3 See also Pb. Bhg, Engy. Rpt, 61.
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parties were in the habil of deliberating together, An amusing and
lively discussion followed and many pressed round to hear so wnmisual
a debate, It ended in high good humour with the mos! garrulous
commission agent saying that he would himself propose the election
of a representative of the commission shop {o the panchayat,?

I have inspected several commission shops on this tour, and
since they were not described on my last, they must be given a page
ot two here, They represent the only effort so far
made by the small and medium grower in the Punjab
to market his produce co-operatively, and they do
this on the lines of the ordinary commission agent, selling, and to
some small extent storing, their clients' produce, and occasionally
buying for them, They do this for each client individually, never
collectively ; and this is one of their weaknesses. Unless hard
pressed,” the peasant is too much of an individualist to pool his
produce, and peasant produce which is not pooled cannot be graded
—the quantities brought in are too small and the qualitics too mixed
—and without, grading and bulk, marketing for export is ont of the
question. There are several other difficulties. In most districts
holdings are small, and outside the canal colonies the peasant has
too little to sell for a socicty to be able {o render him any very
material service, measured in terms of money, Within the colonies
conditions are more favourable, and most societics are 1o be found
there. But even there, the obsiacles are fornidable, The birth of
a society is generally the signal for concerled opposition on ihe part
of the commission agents, and since they compleicly dominats the
markets, they have only to proclaim a general boycott for 2 society
to be placed in serious jeopardy. At Sangla a young sociely was
boycolted for two months because it distribuied a rebate of six
annas in the rupee, and the boyeotl wes only ended by the
authoritios taking security proceedings under the Criminal Pro-
cedure Code. While it lasted, the society found itself unable to
sell its clients’ unginned cotton; and to prevent this happening
agedn, next year it entered into an agreement with the owner of a
gioning factory to gin all their cotton in return for extensive
credit. The result was no boycott, but (as I found at Sangla)s a
debt of Rs, 36,000 covered by very doubtful bonds# If a society
escapes haycott, it may be half ruined by bad debts, of which this
is an example, or by embezzlement, It is extromely difficult to find

Oommission
shops

( ’) ‘The promise hag not heen redeened : so Is it ever with the garrulous
1033}

2 Cf. pp. 27, 30,
Sp &
4 This has now swelled to Rs, 47,000 (Co-of, Soc, Rpt., 1933, 37)-
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amanager both honest and efficient on the salary that most societies
are able or prepared to pay, and it is of the very nature of co-
operative marketing that much must be left to the manager. Many
embezzlements have occurred, and sometimes thousands of rupees
disappear,* Finally, there is the pogsibility of communal dissension,
and that is the worst plague of all; for nowhere does the Biblical
saying abouti a house divided against itself apply more surely than
in a co-operative society.
In India, therefore, the co-operative commission sbop, simple
in form though it is {and it could hardly be simpler), is a difficult
enterprise. Yet there would not be twenty-five of
m‘;’s them with a turnover of nearly 30 lakhs (£225,000)
if they did not offer some solid advantages. The most
obvious of these is in regard to charges. In all Punjab markets, the
sale of produce is subject to a surprising number of small payments,
which incidentally illustrate the extent to which the division of
labour may be carried in a mediaeval state of society. The com-
mission agent's charge (in Lyallpur 12} annas per Rs. 100 of produce
sold) and the small payment made to the broker are reasonable
enough : less so the payment (shagirdi) to the agent's apprentices,
whether they exist or not. Then there are payments in kind to
weighman, waterman, sweeper, coolie, and cook, who all perform
some small customary service, Thus, ‘ two men remove the sacks
of grain from the cart ; another arranges the grain in a heap on the
platform, a fourth hands it to the weighman, and a fifth weighs it,’
and the cook prepares the modest refreshment to which, in courteous
eastern fashion, the dealer treats his customers. But strangest of
all, yet characteristic of a country where religion is never far away,
one pice per Rs. 100 is charged for the local gowsh4la,? snd five more
for religious purposes {dharmao), This last charge is devoted by
the moare scrupulous to schaols, arphanages, and other charitable
institutions in which they are interested ; but others, the majority
it is said, spend it upon religious ceremonies, gatherings for the
singing of hymns, the feasting of Brahmins, pilgrimages to Hardwar
and Benares, and bathing in the sacred waters of the Ganges; and
sometimes, it is alleged, * zpon objects of more mundane advantage.?
These charges vary from market to market but rarely (if ever)
amount to more than 2} to § per cent of the value of the produce,

T An embezzlement of Rs, 47,000 has just been discovered in a shop
the Lyallpur colony (1933).

# Almshouses for aged or infirm cattle.

3 The passages guoted aro taken from e nate written by the author in
1930 (Ph. Bhg. Engy. Rft., note E, 206). The note deala m some detall with
marketing i the Punjab.
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gold” They are, however, troublesonte in vumber, and some of
ihem vexatious in characier. Vor, whatever arguments there may
be for linking together business and charity, there is nothing to be
said for making the peasant, who is more often than not o Mustim,
subscribe to funds almosl entively conirolled by Hindw traders,
The commission shop saves the peasant entirely from this, and its
total charges ate only two-filths ol the grain-dealer's® An even
more valuable service is the provision of accurate weights and scales,
Enquiry in 1928 showed thal ‘out of 1,407 scales tested in five
districts, 69 per cent were found 1o be incorrect, and of 5,907 weights
agpercent.’S Yet another advantage. Every market is dominated
by the Hindu trader, and its atmosphere is so different from that of
the village that a villager going there for the first time feels almost
as lost as the desert Bedu entering a town. For such, a commission
shop is an casis, the more so that men will be found there ready to
help rather than exploit, These are its 1hree main advantages, and
with an effort there might be a fourth, Large sums arc paid to ihe
grower on the sale of his produce, and in the west the sensible
farmer banks the amouni, relaining only what he requires for
immediaic need; Dbut in India, the peasam carries it all home,
Yet, in or near most markets, is a co-operalive ceniral bank where
good rates arc offered for even shorl dopusits. A persuasive
manager might do much in this dircction if he tried. But I have
never yet rct one who tried.

The future of the commission shop is uncertein, but oue ihing
is clear from what hag been said. The agricullurist should have
more voice in the management and control of the markets of the
provincet So far as their actual management goes, he is almost
voiceless, and even on the local bodies that conirol them, he is in
o helpless minority. The sooner this is remedied the beiter.s

At Kot Kapura we entrained, and four howrs’ travelling, during
which we covered only seventy-threo miles, brought us to Sirsa and
the edge of Bikaner,

T Thid., =05.

¢ Ibid., =07,

3 Jbid,, 52.

+ In sx markets, in 1928, only 11 out of 408 members of the local
bodies concerned were agrienlturists ({bid., 200).

5 In July 1933 there were only iwenty-three sho‘\:s, and, lavgely owing
to the slump, their {urnover had declined fo nineteen ,  Special efforts
are now being made to h‘lghten up control and stimulate loyalty amongst
the members (Co-0p. Soc. Bpt. (1933), P. 37).
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HISSAR®

LANDLORD AND TENANT—' EXTENSIVE® FARMING—PANCHAYATS,
AND MONEY-LENDING

2 February.—Sirsa to Suchan (30 miles)

Ta1s morning I was off before seven to shoot, clad in two jerseys
and an overcoat and even so feeling barely warm. At 7.30 the sun
came up behind a high bank of cloud, which it turned to splendour.
We pursued a dusty course in a buck-board to Mangila, which we
reached in an hour, A long wait followed on the edge of a lake with
reedy islands, the air full of the music of low-toned bells made by
the cattle gathering near the village for the day’s grazing in the
‘jangal'® The imperial sand-grouse came at last, and we did not
go back empty-handed.

We are now in the heart of the camel country and on the edge
of Hindustéo—Hindu India, The Punjah with its Sikh and Muslim
peasantry lies behind us, and Punjabi is spoken only by the Sikhs
to the north-east. Flowing beards no longer surround us, and many
faces are beardless, Complexions have a pleasant reddish-brown
like well-tanned leather, and the shawls and full-flounced skirts of
the women are also red. The wives of the Bégri Jats® look at one
with level eye, and their children gather excitedly to see one pass
down the village lane. There is no purdah, and the veil (ghund)
is used only when an elder or man of importance is present. Round
the villages—sure sign one is amongst Hindus—the royal peacock
treads delicately, unmolested and unconcerned, a vivid reminder
of the Creator’s power where all else proclaims a careless hand.

Though the district is predominantly Hindu,? thete are impor-
tant Muslim elements, and it was amongst Muslims that I found

myself on my way back to Sirsa when I stopped to
:'B:‘:‘g;'d 81 goe 3 bank formed by the tenants of an absentee
landlord. As is generally the case when the landlord

! With this and the next two chapters compare Peasant, 85-g6.

2 Any nncultivated land with vegetation, L

8 Immigrants from the Bégar country of Bikaner and inhabiting the
western half of the district. Ci. the Deswalr Jats, who inhabit the eastern
half. Both are Hindus. o

4 About 65 per cent of the population of the district {9o0,000) is Hindu,

I3
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is absentee, there was an atmosphere of poverly and doprossion.?
The members sat in front of us in a spiritless group, their faces
sunken, their shirts discoloured, and their puggarees eoiled droop-
ingly round tired beads.  As is common with tenauts in the Punjab,
they are not allowed to cultivate the same land for many years
running, lest, as the bailiff admilted (and as most landlords would
admil in the same circumstances), they should assert a claim o
occupancy rights? In the Jhelom riverain {on two different
occasions) I met twenty-three lenants, and I found that one had
been cultivaling the same land for forty years but thai no one else
had been doing so for more lhan eight, and most for only two or
three years. Here the general rule is four or five. These are not
conditions that make for the best use of the land, and all sensible
landlords I have met admit this. Yet one can hardly blame them,
sesing that every year the greatest landlord of them all, Government
itscld, leases thousands of acres for a year or two only.3 Although
{enants are perfodically shifted from holding to holding, ihey rarely
leave the village to go elsowhere, This, too, is typical of the
province, and il is partly because the average landlord rarely evicts
a tenant, bul still more because the peasant is most reluctant lo
Jeave for good a village where he is rooted. Elsewhere, indeed, he
may find il difficult cven {o got a house,

In all ontlying districts, of whicl this is one, relations between
landlord and {enant are slill of a feudal character. This is shown
Pendal zent here by the renial charges. There is first of all the

oudal 3% ysual payment of & part of the crop, in this case
a third or a fourth according to circumstances. One advautage
of this {ype of rent I have already poinied out.? Another is that
the landlord is equally concerned with the tenani that the crops
should be good, and for this reason here he docs not allow the
tenants to sell their manure. Then there are a number of further
payments, which may be shown thus :—

T Cf. Peasant, 125, and Rusticus, 205,
2 See Rusticus, 203, 252, 257, 260, 264, 202 ; cf. also p. 277,

3 Attention was subsequently drawn to this and enquities set on foot
Agtually there is nothing in government orders to prevent land being leased
for more than two years (Puwmgab Coloniss Rpt. (1932), 17), but in practice,
ﬂuhort leases have been the rule; in the colonies, no doubt, 1 order

&t lond might be readily available for allotment, The area involved ls
very large, in the Nili BAr colony alone over 100,000 agres. In regard to the
latter the Commissioner, Multan, writes : ‘ There 1s absolutely no incentive
to improve the land and 1t is just squeezed for all it is worth * (ibid., 20).
Thet puts the position in s nutshell,

“Pv I
o
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per plough at esch harvest at 5 seers of grain.
marriage of son or dauwghtar. 14 seers of rice.
1 seer of suger.
§ seer of ghi
fee payable by a marriage party
coming to fetch away a bride Re 1
grazing fees 8 annas for a buffalo,

4 for acow, and oneor
2 for calf, sheep, or goat,
for the watchman Rs, 70 per anpum.
for his assistant (dawrad), who
summons the tenants and carries
the village papers about at crop
inspactions, Rs, 12 at each harvest.
(The last two charges are divided amongst three villages.)

In return for these payments the landlord advances seed when
required without interest and settles all dispuies. One had just
been ‘ settled ', and the case is typical of both village
crime and village justice. Twenly days ago an uncle
and nephew quarrelled, and unforgivable words passed. The
nephew struck out with his quarler-staff and smote his uncle on
the head. Either the head was softer than he expected or the staff
harder, for the uncle died, and the nephew is now being prosecuted
for culpable homicide. ‘ But you said you have settled the case.

‘And so we have: it has been arranged that no one will give
evidence against the nephew.’

‘ But how is that just?’

‘ This is the first case to go to court from this village, and it is
necessary to settle it in this way that it may be the last. If people
go as witnesses there will be enmity, and that will be bad for the
village. And the nephew did not mean to kill his uncle.’” I leave
it to townsmen to challenge ithe wisdom of this decision. It shows
at least how difficult it is to graft a western on to an easlern system
of justice, or even, one might say, an urban on to a village system.

1 could wish these men were as wise about their finance. They
belong to a tribe who call themselves Rajputs but are locally known

. as Pachidhas or ‘men of the west’. Descended
2;‘%’:1%2” from semi-pastoral freebooters, they have the worst
possible reputation both for looking after their own

property and for getting away with other people’s. In the last
fifteen years they have been advanced Rs. 50,000 by Government
for sinking wells, and so far not a single well has been completed :
one cunning fellow even got & loan for a second well, and the first
is still oot made. No one knows where the money has gone, and
attempts at recovery are met with eloquent protestations of poverty.
How, indeed, conld such men not be poor? They are almost
beyond help. Fifteen years ago village banks were started amongst

Village justioe
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them with ihe highest hopes, and a contral bank was founded ot
Sirsa. to finance them,* and now the central bank is owed wore than
a year's interest on ils loaus.  Times have cortainly been bard, for
drought and slomp have come Logether, bul what has hit them
harder is their Jack of backbone and financial sense,  Very diflerent
are the Bégri Jats who cullivate the sandy wastes aloug the edge
of Bikaner. Repeated famine has taught them to look ahead and
husband their resources. But the Pachddhas, with the Ghaggar
(actually mare ditch than ziver) and a canal to depend on, live
shamelessly from hand to mouth and are as ihriftless as the peasantry
of the south-west. Both Jat and Pachddha suffer from insecarity
of harvest ; but with the Jat insecurity is more allied to famine
ihan to plenty, and the reaction to that is thrift ; and with the
Pachédha it is more allied to plenty, and, as in the south-west,
the reaction to that is improvidence.?
Drought recurs so frequently that the Bégri Jat is compelled
to be thrifty. The rainfall averages ¢ to 12 inches, bul in good
. years it may be 20 and in bad only 3 or 4 inches,
m‘“‘w ad Yo the good there will be an overflowing harvest,
in the bed nothing at all. In the goud, therefore,
the Jat slores at least a year's supply of grain and stacks all {he
millet and wheat straw he can 1o keep himsel and his cattle alive
through the lean years. There may be a succession of these-
there has nol been a good harvest since rgaq—and in lhe past
sooner or later that meant death to the iliriftless and still means
death 1o their cattle. Accordingly, the Jat is a man of frugal
habils and pinches himself ai every turn.  On 2 journey he walks
shoes in hand; al night he spares is lamp; and when he goes
abroad, unlike the peasani farther north, he wears a homespun
puggaree, and if it coils droopingly aboul his head, it is because it is
only five or six yards long inslead of the normal ten or iwelve,
His diet too is of a Lenten simplicity. Few touch meat, and no one
ealscggs: ‘thereisno habil. Most live entirely on grein, butter-
milk, and ghi, eating bread made of wheat in the hot weather and of
millet in the cold. Twenly years ago, like the Janglis3 they ate
millet all the year round. Those who are not well off mix it with
gram,* the staple crop of this sandy tract,5 and taken ihus it is

i The diffioulties encountered in starting this bank are described in
Peasant, 242,

2 Itd,, 96.

3 See p. 14,

4 A pulse (cuer aristinum).

3 The area nnder grant in the province 1s about 4 million acres (Agricl,
Reh. (932-3), 6).
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appetizing and nutritious,. To the thuifty it is an advantage of
millet bread that it can be caten without the smear of ghi nesded
to make the drier wheat bread palatable. All the ghi, into which
most of the milk is made, can then be sold. T asked the Jats who
gave me these particulars whether they had enough to eat. Their
answer had a pleasant ring of peasant cheerfulness and truth:
“ We could not eat less, but we keep our strength.’

We returned to Sirsa® cross-country in a cloud of dust blown
about us by a following wind, and on asrival I was so befloured
with it that the mere rinsing of a sponge passed over
my face turned the water brown. No rain has fallen
for over four months, and the earth has become so brittle that one
cannot move a step without dust rising. In the evening we rode
to Suchén and followed an old roed recently raised to the dignity
of a Grand Trunk connecting Delhiand Multan. In 1308 Tarurlane
passed this way on his devastating march to Delhj, and if is still
said that the large mounds cutside Sirsa owe their crigin io the
skulls of those his army slew, In those days the country must
have been better watered (o permit of greal armies passing through,
This would now be impossible in the old style, for 9o per cent of
the tahsil depends entirely upon a rainfall which is so capricious
that a village may suddenly find ifself in the middle of a lake or
go for years without enough crop to lay the dust ail round it. The
soil is so light that heavy rain will wash the seed away before it
germinates, and if it escapes this, a dust storm may choke it, With
water from 60 to over Too feet down,? the only wells that are worth
sinking are a few near the village tank to take its place when it
dries up. As to canals, the tail of the Western Jumna just reaches
Sirsa, but with so frail a supply that only a fringe of country on
either side is green.

Farming therefore must be extensive, even as it is in Europe
where rain is scarce and the sun hot ;3 for intensive farming reguires
\ , & regula.r supply of water and a liberal use of manure,
!frﬁ{';‘g’“’ This isa cattle-breeding district and there is plenty of

"%+ wanure, but hardly a quarter of it goes into the land
for want of moisture to rot il into the soil ;* and since very little
irrigation is poss1b1e, ploughmg and sowing depend almost entirely
upon the rain, This is so infrequent and holdings are so large that
many ploughings cannot be given, and normally land is ploughed
only twice for gram and thrice for wheat.5 All that the farmer can

1 A {own of 19,000 inhaitants.

2 Except neer the canal and the Ghaggas,

3 E.g. in Sicily.

4 Cf. p. 38,

5 CLopo44.

The country
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do is 1o use good sced, vary the crap with the rainfall and weed it
with care, fence his felds against wild animals and stray cattle,
and hoard moisture as he would gold. Some of these things he
does now, He treasures his seed grain und sows it with o dull,
wheat or gram as the rainfnll is heavy or light, or the two together
in the hope thai one may do well.  Bul the ridges round the felds
are too small o hold up heavy rain and so loosely made that they
are spinetimes washed away, and comparatively few plough their
land immediately after harvest 1o prepare it for the next shower,
Weeding, too, is much neglected and done only to the monsoon
crops;* and though the thorn bush is used lo fence the fodder
stacks, it is seldom seen round 2 field.  An agricultural official who
was with me was critical because few improved implements were
used ; bul it may be doubted whether there is much scope for them
in the very primitive conditions of the tract. I note these points,
for, broadly speaking, they are typical of all unirrigated aress
which have a rainfall of less than 2o inches.

3 February.~To Bakanddin and back (10 miles)

Yesterday we saw the cflect of an absentce landlord ; to-day
we obscrved the ifofluence of a good, Bahauddin is a village of
. over 5,000 acres and the sole property of one of our
A ’:5‘”‘“ most genuine co-operators, Khan Sahib Yakin-ud-din
Khan® Irrigaled and unimigated lond is about
half and half. The two areas are divided into three sections, and
in each, oue section is cultivaled for the spring bavvest and another
for ihe awtumn and the third lies fallow the whole year, The
tenants mclude 200 Muslim Rajputs, o Windu Arcras, and 6o
artisans and village servants. The number of Aroras is unoxpected
as they are primarily a moncy-lending and trading community3
Amengst the artisans and scrvants are blacksmiths, carpenters,
shoemakers, potters, watermen, grain-roasters (machs), and weavers.
Tenants are rarely moved and gel to know their land intimaiely,
This is the first point of contrast with the estate we saw yesterday,
and in making better farming possible, it leads to the second : the
farming js more intensive.t

 Cf, Rusheus, 71, 84, 258,

2 Ses Peasand, 248 : unfortunately the Khan Sahib died the following
summer,

3 See ttnd,, 186, also of Rustius, 230,

4+ The rents are &s follows ;—on umigated land, one third of the produce
(the water rate is paid by the tenant); ou wmrrigated, two-fifths plug Rs. 2
an acre, In both cases there are small additional charges, i.e. Re. I per
plough, 3nd twelve seers per plough at each harvest,
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This is largely because, on the advice of the Agricultural
Department, the Khan Sahib introduced a number of improvements.
To conserve water and give even watering, irrigated
A succsstul  13; are plotted in small squares, and crooked feld
experiment ; . . .
ridges are made straight. Cotton also is sown in
lines, and Punjab 8 A wheat has been introduced, so successfully
that, thanks to its richer yield and higher price (two annas a maund),
it has displaced all its rivals. But the greatest novelty is sugar-cane,
The Khan Sahib introduced it into the tahsil fifteen years ago, and
now forty-five ol his tenants grow it ; also four land-owners of the
neighbowrhood, two of them non-agriculiurist Aggarwils.® The
case shows the advantage that it is to small holders to have in their
midst a progressive landlord who is willing to make experiments
which lie beyond their resources; and it is not our first example
of this* Sugar-cane requires so much manure and takes so long
(almost a year) to mature that no one with only a few acres could
safely have undertaken the risk of an experimental growing. The
Khan Sahib has followed up the experiment by presenting the local
Better Farming Soclety with two iron cane-crushers, which cost
Rs. 150 each. They were at work to-day, and the juice they had
squeezed out of the long knotted stalks was being boiled in a vast
cauldron poised over a furnace sunk in the floor. IL lay there
slowly stiffening into the soft golden substance that is gur. When
ready this is put into & shallow wooden tray to cool and harden.
It is then, while still warm, that it is most delicious ; but at every
stage from juice to cake its taste brings contentment. And, just
as in southern Europe the vintage makes the peasant’s heart glow,
sa in northern India does the cane harvest make it? mellow with
its life-giving sweetness.

With vegetables the Khan Sahib has been less successful.
The Rajputs will have nothing to do with them, ‘ Our work,' they
said, ‘is with millet and wheat, the big big crops
Vegetables (ki moli jins), not with carrots and redishes. That
is for malis (market-gardeners). Nor is it for us to lift the basket
on to our heads.' The only tenants who grow vegetables are a
dozen families (Kachis) who come from Farukhabad in the United
Provinces. It is a sad commentary upon our attempts to improve
farming in this country that the trained assistant (mugaddam) sent
here to help the Better Farming Society knows nothing (as he
admitted) about either vegetables or poultry ; yet both are essential
to the small holder’s well-being.3 In contrast to the north,¢ only

I See p. 127. 3 See p. 87, 0. I,
2 See p. 71. 4 Seo p. 179,
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one person, a village servant, keeps fowls. ‘I is {he work of
sweepers ' was the comment of some Rajpul idiot. Rajpus,
however (unlike the zemindars of Amritsar),’ comsider it no shame
to keep sheep and goats. Ultimately nature is stronger than
jagat and in a dry semi-pastoral country man, being unable to
live by bread alone, musl supplement cercals by 1nilk, meat, and
wool.

4 February—Suchan o Bhattu (13 tniles)

As we rode off this morning, necklaces of Imperial sand-grouse
passed overhead with a swift swish of beating wings, and a little
later we passed the only landmark in this flat featureless tahsil,
the high-placed mansions of the iwelve Gosains® of Jodhka, Around
us lay a waste of sand patched with gram, and as the wind still
followed us, we rode along in a cloud of dust. The jade green of
the gram againsi the snowy sand-hills was the landscape's one
concession to beauty. Everything clse, as happens when beauty
is abseni, secmed unreal--the bushes that looked like trees, the
trees that looked like bushes, and the camels, so'imposing as they
passed us yet g little later mere specks on the horizon,

In such a country men were lost did they nol hiold together.
The village communily is, thercfore, more alive here than in most

. parts of the province, and the best sign of (his is the
g&:omiﬂ’““‘ survival of the panchayat. Tu most of (he provinee,

this ancient and once vilal village institution is
defunct, and Government is wisely {rying to revive it with the help
of an Act (passed in 1922} ; but in the south-caslern Punjab it
survives in its indigenous form, Al Ding, where we stopped 1o-day,
there has been one for Y00 years, ever since the village was founded.
The panchayat has many different forms, for uniformity is as
unnatural to the village as it is natural to Government. It may be
confined to a single caste, as with the tailars of Bhera ;3 aor, asin
Gurgaon, it may embrace a dozen villages of the same tribet
or, a8 in the north, it may go no further than invoking the help of
‘ white-bearded elders’ to compromise a disputeS In Hiser,
among the Bagri Jats, it generally deals only with cases affecting

! Enquiry made by the Inspecior, Co-operative Societies, Tarn Taran,
shows that in that tahsil few but village servants keep shesp or goats in any
number, He estimates that amongst zemindars perhaps one per cent
(mostly men who have sold or martgeged their land) do this, and that about
§ per cent keep a goat or two in place of cow or bufialo (1931).

2 A sub-division of the Senyhsi sect, a sect whose practising members
renounce the world. These Gosaing are ordinary landowners.

3 % 35
4 Rusticus, 141, 152,
3 Ibid,, 3oB.
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a single village, but among the Deswali Jats," it sometimes takes up
cases in which ihe parties live in different villages, and two villages
within earshol may combine in a single panchayat. In single
village cases, if the village is not a large one, all concerned meet in
conclave and matters are decided in open assembly. But if it is
too large for this, the different castes or quarters of the village
depute representatives to attend meetings. Ding with its 400
houses is an instance of this, When a dispute occurs, each party
appoints an arbitrator (panch), and the panchayat of representatives
appoints a third to act as president (sarpanch) and give a casting
vote if required. The three hear the case and, after considering
their decision in private, report it to the panchayat, which either
approves or modifies it, The disputes are usually about small
loans, petty encroachments, field boundaries, the partition of joint
rights, and culting down trees on village commons, No fines are
imposed but cases are compromised and public apologies exacted.
Amongst recent cases were two about money. A Bania money-
lender claimed Rs. 3,000 from a Jat and was awarded three buffaloes,
two bullocks, some fodder, and Rs. 400 in cash to be paid in four
anmoel fnstaiments,  {One notes the combination of kind wand cesh
8o typical of village life.) In the other case both lender and bor-
rower were Jats. Rs. 200 were claimed and Rs. 700 allowed.
Occasionally, as must happen in all but the best villages, cases are
taken to court.

Some intelligent Jals who came to see me yesterday said that
in the Bégar every Jat village has a panchayat, though often of
the most informal character. Men of all castes meel fogether and
settle matters of common interest by general assent. No arbi-
trators are appointed, but the views of elders are treated with special
respect, and one of the younger of the Jats, a title-holder and the
president of a first-rate bank, said thai if he tried to force his opinion
upon one lower in position but much older, he would be forbidden
the bugqa and water, This is the extreme penalty, and in a water-
less caste-ridden country it is a serious thing not to be allowed to
use the well of your caste-fellows ; for the only alternative is to use
the well of a lower caste, and that means temporary loss of' castg.
The Jats related how two of their tribe had been punished in this
way, one for marrying a Brahmin widow and the other for marrying
his aunt, and it was three years before the latter was reinstated.
Generally a man is reinstated on pleading guilty and paying some
mincr penalty, In the president’s village, where there is no well,
a common penalty is digging so many maunds of earth—it may be
100 or even 500—from the tank kept for drinking water ; or a man

T See p. 131, 0.3,
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may have to pay a small fine {0 the gowshale or fmple,  The worst
penalties are inflicled for broaches of caste, of which two examples
have just beon given, This is characteristic of village Tfinduism,
Fifteen years ngo, when I was siationed al Sirsa, I remember
asking a Jal zaildar whether the Jais who had joined the Aryu
Saméj® were the better or the worse for {he change. ‘They are
not good men,’ e replied. ' How not good ?* T asked, expecting
1o hear of some moral defect, ‘ They do not observe the funeral
feast on the thirteenth day after death.’

It was in a large village of Deswali Jats that we found the most
systematic panchayat, and, as in the first village, it had been in
existence over 100 years. 'The village has 250 houses and is divided
into six quarters (thole). Each quarter elects a representative,
who serves on the panchayat technically during the good pleasure
of the electors, but usually for life. *If any bad thing were done
he would be changed.! As five quarters are inhabited mainly by
Jats and one by Brahmins, the panchayat consists of five Jats and
one Brahmin, The humbler castes—ihere are filty Dhénaks
(sweepers) and twelve Chamérs—are umrepresented, 'That is
a fault, I said censoriously, The zaildar shouk his head emphati-
cally : ' They have not the intelligence 10 do the work,” The six
members of the panchayat scloct one of themselves toactaspresident
(sarpanch), and they had chosen the zaildax, o man who beavs the
stamp of authority in his energotic elean-cud face. Cases are heard
in. the presence of all who care to attend, and after true democratic
fashion everyone may give his opinion, but it is the opinion of {he
six thai prevails. Here in miniature js U ideal form of government,
democracy ai the base and avistocracy al the head, As in wost |
other villages, no fines arc imposed and in exireme cases hugga and
water are banned. A few years ago a Chamdr was banished from
the village for breaking into someone’s house and stealing a camel
or & bullock, After ‘six—five days’ he paid the compensation
asgessed and was allowed to return to the village. Last year four
more Chamérs were suramoned to appear before the panchayat for
encroaching with their dwellings on the village lands. In India
encroachment of this kind is always a thorny matter to deal with
whether in town or village. Accordingly, representatives of three
neighbouring villages with which the village has old ties were called
in to assist in settling the case. This is always done when the
pariies wish it or the matter is of importance, and it is an admirable
way of strengthening the panchayat.

t A gechion of Hindus (important in northern India) who have tried
to reform Himduism by returning to the authority of the Vedas.
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If a party refuses to accept the panchayat’s decision and goes
to court, the panchayat assists the other side; butno one has been
fo court for at least two years. On the last occasion the parties
rushed there before the panchayat had time to intervene, but in
the end it was amicably settled. It was complained that in the
past the courts hampered the work of the panchayat and even
objected to what it did, but the Panchayat Act of 1922 has put
new heart into them. ‘ Do people always tell the truth before the
panchayat ?’ T asked. ‘ Always,’ said the zaildar with immense
emphasis.

‘ And do they in kachhery ? *

‘ No, there falsehood is spoken.’

* And when you go to kachhery, do you speak falsehood too ? '

‘When [ am an assessor,® never, he exclaimed proudly,
throwing back a solemn face.

‘ But what if you have to give evidence ? ’

‘0, then,' and the wrinkled face broke into a beaming smile,
‘T make the lower the higher (niche upar karlen). There was
general laughter at this, broken by a Brahmin saying in earnest
tones: ‘In the panchayat there is justice, but in the court there 153 o
none '—a sentiment which won general assent.

‘But why do men fear to speak falsehood in the panchayat
and not in court 7’

In court it is an affair of parties, but in the panchayat two
lines are drawn on the ground, one for the Ganjes and the other for
the Jamna, and no one dare speak falsehood in the presence of
the holy water.’

All T ask agree that the {ruth is as surely fold before the
panchayat as the contrary in kachhery. ‘How could a man
venfure o téll a lie before his brotherbood ? * said one of yesterday’s
Jats; and another added: ‘It is a Hindu belief that where five
sit together God himself is present and no one would dare to lie in
His presence.’ The wholesale perjury that goes on in our courts
is ' the worst feature of British rule’, said a highly educated zemindar
with me, and it is the strongest possible reason for encouraging
the panchayat. Another reason, only less strong, is that a panchayat
is not bound by our rules of evidence, which, as Macaulay noted,
‘exclude much information which would be quite sufficient to
determine the conduct of any reasonable man, in the most important
transactions of private life "4

! The district conrts,

# Asgossors sif with Sessions Judges in serious cases.

3 Ct.' Where two or three are gathered together in my nams, there am I

in the midst of them ’ (Matthew xviii, 20).
4 Essay on Woarren Hastings, 635.
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Something is being done by Government o encourage pancha-
yats by organizing them under the Ael of 1922, Tn this distriet
there are thirly-one,” of which ten are said to be good
and five or six useless, Every {hree years there is an
election, and one ‘ panch ’ is elected for every {housand inhabitants,
subject to a minimum of three and a maximum of seven. As no
one can be clected who does not pay at least five rupees a year in
land revenue, only onc Banie, and not a single village servant, ig
a panch, In the village the zemindar has things as much his own
way as the Bania has in the market.? The one is the complement
of the other, and both are out of keeping with the times. Itisan
advantage of the arbitralion society, which is an attempt to revive
the panchayat on co-operative lines, that it is hased on the principle
that all important interesis, high and low, should be represented
on its committee or panel of arbitrators. And usuaily it is not
difficult to secure this, for on a point of manifesi equity the zemindar
is very open to persuasion. Another advantage of the arbitration
society is that there need be no limit of value in civil cascs, and
disputes involving large sums are occasionally settled.? Under the
Panchayat Act no dispute involving morce than Rs. 50 may be taken
up: criminal jurisdiction is also narrowly restricled Lo cases of
petty ihefi, assauli, mischief, catile, {respass, elc, In spite of this,
650 civil and 150 criminal cases wore decided in ilis district Jast
year. Imprisonment cannol be inflicted, and (excopt in special
cases) no fine exceeding Rs. 25, Actually very few fines are im-
posed ; for, like many in authorily in this country, the panches are
singularly afraid of punishing for fear of making cnemics, and for
the most part they confine themselves, a little lamely, o apologies
and promisos not to offend again4 This is one reason why in the
sphere of sanitation, in regard to which they have also been given
powers, they have achieved very little.

The Panchayat Act is the best bill that the Punjab Council
has passed since the war, for its main object is to improve village
conditions on #ndigenons lines. The fullest possible use should
therefore be made of it, but my enquiries on this tour and the last
suggest emphatically that this is not being done. In the Tamn
Taran tahsil there are few that are vigorous and many that are
paralysed or perverted by faction. In the Moga tahsil, where
there are thirty-six, they were charged with fomenting faction by
their parliality and by not bearing cases in open agsembly. In

* Now forty-five (1934).
2 See p. 127.
3 ﬁ?ﬁ% Jf9ateties, ware described on my last lour, see Rusicus,

113, 3 1 1033 there were eighty-four secieties with about 12,000 members,
4 Ci. ibid,, 234 o

New panchayats
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Hissar, presumebly because the panchayat tradition has survived,
cases are heard in the presencs of all who attend. This is a whole-
some practice, which should be generally adopted. It is even more
important that every district should have a trained officer, who is
himself a villager, to foster and supervise the growth of panchayats.
Co-operative societies could never have multiplied in their thousands
without the assistance of a large carefully chosen and highly trained
staff, and it is absurd to suppose that panchayats, which are akin
to them, can possibly thrive without it. Hissar has an officer, and
its panchayats are consequently doing moderately well ;¥ but
Jhelum and Shahpur are without one, and the result is, Jhelum has
only one panchayat and Shahpur none at all. Yet next doar, in
Gujrat, which has an officer, there are over fifty with some of the
best in the province. As to the ten districts visiled on my last
tour, there are few where any systematic effort has been made
to develop them.® If it is desired to encourage real democracy in
India, it is surely not too much to ask that a little money—for
the Punjab a lakh a year would be ample—should be spent upon
encouraging the one type that is native to the country3
How ignorant and indifferent the peasant is in regard to other
types we have seen again and again on this tour, and in view of
impending political changes, even at the risk of
&Zm;:::xt“d tedious tepetition, I propose to continue faithfully
o recording what he says about the new machinery
of Government, I asked the usual questions at Ding and in anather
Hindu Jat village. Although 106 were present in the latter and
fifteen of them were literate, no one could tell us anything about
the Ministers. I doubt if anyone had even heard of their existence.
Three had votes for the District Board, but all they could remember
about the last election was that one of them had voted for a politician
who was named. Two were also entitled to vote for the provincial
Council, but they had not the least idea what the Council was, nor
had anyone else. And yet the village was within three miles of

T Now there is no Panchayat Officer, and hardly one panchayat appears
lo be warking satisfactorily (x934).

2 Cf, ibid,, 135.

3 Actually what was done in 1931-2 was to reduce the existing fourteen
Panchayat Officers ‘owing to the financial stringency’. How far the
1,018 panchayats formed under the Act, which existed in the Punjab in
March 1932, have suffered from this I am uneble to say, as the raport for
1g32-3 18 not yet avallable, But my experience since 1931 (in the northern
Pupjab) confirms me in the view expressed above. In my opinion the best
course now, if the movement is to be both strengthened and developed, is to
give each district a Panchayat Officer and to place him, and all panchayats,
for the purpose of supervision and development, under the coutrol of the
Registrar, Co-operative Societies, and his staff, who ate experts m every
{orm of village enterprise demanding co-operative effort (April 1934).
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o market station, At Ding, which is itself & markel station, the
darkness was almost as greal.  Of the twenly-three prevent. (four
were Hiterate) two or three knew the official hicrarchy, but only one
{hat there were Ministers, and he had not the least idea who ar Low
many they were, nor what they did. ‘ The palwari,” said one, ‘is
too much for us: how can we know aboul bigger men?’ Which
recalls a saying of these parts—' The Creator above, the patwari
below ',* implying that there is nothing of moment in between,
Of the Round Table Conference all that was said was: ‘ We hear
that a date has been fixed, but {or what purpose we do not know.’
And another, evidently remembering the {elephone at the railway
station close by, added: ‘ England is very far, and who sends us
a telephone message from there?’ Two of those present had
voles, but for what body they had no idea. They thought it was
for the district board, but they were nol sure. I asked whether
they had heard of the Legislative Council. °We have heard the
name, nothing else. Bul now our sons are ‘' reading ”, and they
will iellus,” This was an aflusion to the Lower Middle school, which
was al work within earshot. This was, of course, for boys. The
girls have no school, but the people said there would be no harm in
their reading wilh the boys up 1o the age of eleven. ' Bul lhere
is no custom, so it is not done,’
Whenever I enler a new tract I examine a house or two (0 seo
how ihe peoplo live, To-day we stopped ol a Bégri Jut village for
the purpose. Although il belonged to a man who
ﬁﬁ:’gz’ lff:d owned over Too acres, il was bare of all pussessions
save a fow necessaries3  Bul everyihing was clean :
the living rooms were swepl twice a day, and, as we have found more
than once before,4 the cattle byre, which formed part of the house,
was sprinkled with sand. So far as the Punjab is concerned, it is
a complele fallacy 1o suppose, as stated in a book which I was
reading to-day, and as believed by many who live in this country,$
that most peasants live ‘in filth and squalor . The village lanes
and surroundings are often dirty enough, but in a large part of the
province the houses are kept serupulously clean, and though I have
little experience of other parts of India, I have at least found the

t The village accountant, see p. 19, 2. 3.

2 Upar Kariay, wichs patwir,

3 Cf. Rusticus, 130,

4 PP. 10, 44.

§ In a recent official report (Pumjob Colomes, 1932), it is mentioned of &
hugh official of Government that ‘ he was astonished at the high standard
of cleanlness maintamed in the interior of the houses inhabited by the
jié‘a;xgl!s.' There are several references to their remarkable cleanlness in

Bidus (320, 225, 240). Cf also Pegsond, 129, and 229 infra.
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same in the Malwa iract of Central India. The chief defect of
Punjab housing, and onc exemplified by this house, {s the almost
complete lack of ventilation in the slesping rooms. As we have
seen, this is largely due to a feeling of insecurity, and the best cure
for it is an efficient police® In this case, like a good watchdog,
the master of the house himself sleeps at the gate, but his famly
slesp in a room which, apart from the door, has neither ventilation
nor light. The feeling of insecurity is very real, and to guard
camel, bullock, and buffalo against thieves there are only two
entrances {o the village, the outer walls of which are fenced with
a ten fool hedge of dry thorn bush. How much better would it be
if people felt so secure that instead of fencing their villages they
fenced their fields !

Even as the Malwa Jat loves the round arch,? so does the
Hissar Jat love the flai, and every house here has a square gateway
high enough to let a loaded camel pass in and out. The gateways
are supported on each side by a buttress, which adds strength and
dignity to their appearance; and also comfort, for in the inner
angle of each is a pedestal seat to enable two men, one on either
side of the gateway, to sit and converse together al their ease. If
the byres (neora) are within, the gateway is closed by wooden gates
strengthened with nail-studded strips of iron. The gates are closed
at dusk, and those who would pass in and out at night must scramble
through a small wicket gate two feel square, set in one of the
larger gates.

Slung across the lane was the familiar sign of cattle disease,
a rope and a polsherd inscribed with a charm, in peasant eyes far
more potent than inoculation, which, however, has never been tried.
The headman said that in the last three years of drought they had
lost 500 out of their 2,000 cattle, and in reply to a question he added
that all were now reduced to buying their food grain, A little later
meeting a Subedar of the village, I said: *Subedar Sahib, how
many cattle have died here in the Jast three years 7 °  * Two hundred,
Sahib.” ‘ And are many now buying grain for food ? °  * No, Sahib,
very few.” The wise enquirer in this country will accept nothing he
hears from one person until it is confirmed by another.3

Our route proved so interesting that we did not reach Bhattu
till nearly two, and I was so ready for brealfast that even the
unpleasantness of the approach did not take away appetite. We
had to pass 2 large enclosure fenced with thorn bush and piled high
with the bones and skeletons of dead cattle, on the top of which
a number of yellow-beaked kites were pecking voraciously. The
bones were awaiting dispatch to Europe, where they will be turned

t CL pp. 9, 72. 2 See p. 118, 3 Cf. pp. 3, 106,
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into bove meal, The water, 100, is not pleasant --the colour of
lemonade and slighily brackish. This is no disirict for the epicure,

In the evening I repealed the experimeni made at Kot Isa
Khan® and had a talk, coram popule, wilh some of the maney-

lenders of Bhaitu. Tweunty or more live there,
ﬁ: o;“g;_gﬁ‘m mostly Aggarwil Banias with a sprinkling of Aroras,

and also ' five four” Jats. Nearly every Bigri Jat
village has one or two Jal money-lenders. We foregathered at the
open meeting place (chowk) of the village, and some of the members
of the Jocal bank were also present. I broke the ice by saying that
1 was the largest money-lender in the Punjab (the co-operative
societies for which I am responsible have £6 millions on loan) and
that I was anxious to compare notes, since these were difficult
times for thase who lent money. ‘ Very difficull,’ they agreed.
 What are you doing about fresh advances? ’ I asked,

' We recover nothing ; how then can we advance ? °

‘ But some of you have money ?’

* Yes, and if we don’t advance something to our clients, they
will stop dealing with us, and we shall recover nothing of what {hey
owe us.’

* And what are your rales?’

* Tho general rate s paisa rupya (183 por cent), bul from some
we charge only 12 per cent, When money is plontiful, as it was
Tefore the drought—there has been no good harvest sinee 1g8o*~!
our lowest rate for zemindars is 12 annas (9 per cend).  But we only
charge 1hal when we arc certain that we shall get back our money
on asking for it.’

‘Do you hear that, O zemindars? ' exclaimed the moralist.
'"You think that it is through the oppression of ihe sahukar 1hat
you have to pay high rates, but i is because you do nol repay at
the right time.” In the past it has not been sufficlently brought
home to the peasent that his financial troubles are as much due to
his slovenly thriftless ways as to the greed of the money-lender,
The thrifty and the hard working are as solvent in India as anywhere
e]se!

The money-lenders here take no sureties but refuse ai present
to lend without the security of jewellery3 I asked the oldest of
them whether any change had occurred in money-lending in the
last thirty years, ‘Our expenses have increased, and theirs have
increased: we spend more than we did on marriages and houses,
and all want to be “ gentelman ”. So it is more difficult 1o repay

* p. roo fl.
4 1923-4 according fo the Christian era,
8 Cf. p. 101,
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what is borrowed. In the old days men did everything with their
own hands, but now that is stopped and even spinning is less.’

* Then why do you not obey Mahatma Gandhi and spin with,
your own hands ?’

‘It is written in the Shastras® that women shall spin and men
cultivate.’

‘Is Mahatma Gandhi wrong, then P’

‘ Our wisdom (agl) cannot reach as high as his.’

‘Is there any other difference between now and thirty years
ago?’

‘ There is much difference in trust. At one time not even
a thumbmark was taken. The pen was put into the borrower’s
hand for him to make his mark ; that was enough: he had agreed,
and no other sign was needed. Then came the thumbmark;
then thebond. Now the bank asks for repayment every six months ;
but in the old days accounts might go on for ten years. &

" Yes,” said the president of the local bank, ‘and at the end|
there was so much to pay that it could not be paid, and debt con-!
tinued for ever. It is good for us that we must pay every six,
months. So the debt remains small’  The money-lender countered)
with the familiar 3charge :—

* Nowadays if 2 zemindar owes a large sum, he brings us a cow
for which we can't get Rs. 100. We recover only eight annes of
what we lend; we are lending as little as possible, and in three
.years we shall have stopped allogether.’

‘Much better, too,’ I said; ‘then you can put your money
into the bank and get 6 or 4 per cent regularly and without trouble—
no running here and there after your clients cr filing suits against
them in the courts.’

‘ We do not go to court: in two years only one person in the
village has gone to kachhery : disputes are settled by compromise
(rdzibdzi). We are ready to do the zemindars’ wark, and they are
ready to do ours.” With this expression of good will the meeting
broke up, all of us, I think, a little the wiser.

It is always difficult to gauge the rights and
mm!'lenﬂmt wrongs of the eternal conflict between creditor and
:ﬁs&fn’g‘m;b debtor. Much depends on the relation between the

two, and this varies from village to village. There
are many money-lenders who pride themselves on never having
taken a client to court,* and there are others who haunt the courts
like kites. Taking the district as a whale, it may be said that
relations are neither good nor bad. The village community still

* Hindu scriptures. 2 Rusticus, 142.
3 Cf. p. 101 and ibid., 74. 4 Ci p. 54.
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retains much of its old cohesion and, as we have scen,' this is
a protection against those who would exploit ils members. There
is plenty of cheating, and an official who has mads o careful study
of moncy-lending in the south-cast tells me thai he rarely sees an
accomnt book which does not include a few thumb-marked accomts
with the amouni due left blank. Some of these are certainly cases
of mutual trust, but in many advantage is taken of the dshior’s
ignorance or laziness? Since, too, dealings are largely in grain
and the money-lender is usually a grain-dealer, it is easy for him
to manipulate both sides of an account by over- or under-valning
produce as suits him best. On the other hand, co-operators I meet
admit that the Jat is also no angel ; and one tells me that only two
months ago four Banias of his village were set upon as they were
returning from the Income-tax Officer and one was so badly
damaged that he nearly died. Another who is over 70, agreeing
with the money-lenders of Bhattu and with most people of his own
age,) said that trust had deteriorated on both sides. He ascribed
ihis to the lack of religious teaching in the village. In his young
days Braohmins used to teach children at the village paishilast
and to recite the Ramayan  to thousands .5

Though dealings are largely in grain, accounts are nearly
always kept on a cash basis, The official just montioned says that
in the last six years he lias come across accouniing
in grain only in Gurgaon (one of the ihree mosi
undeveloped districts in the province) and here and there in Robiak,
and that if it survives at all in Hissar, it can only be amongst small
money-lenders in the remoter villages. § All agree that the condition
of the money-Iender al present is a wretched one. An exporienced
Jat thinks that he is even worse off than ihc peasant and says that
three ont of four have lend all they have and can get nothing back
they realize that suits are useless, and that their only course is to
wait for belter times, which (says the official) will come with the
first bumper harvesl. Meanwhile, they are lending out roughly
what comes in, but anly to relain their cients, and for the rest they
are employing all their art and wit to induce the peasant to renew
accounts in danger of being barred by time.?

Asis generally the case elsewhere, accounts are renewed every
two or three years?® and in {his way an account may be kept alive

Aaqcounting

*p. 54 2 Cf, Rustious, 230. 3 Cf 1hid , 140,

4 Patshdla is a place (shala) for giving a lesson (pat).

s CL ibid,, 19, 45, 97, 130.

§ An Income-tax Inspector tells me thal he has come across 1t in the
remoter psria of the Arabala district (rg31). CE£. Peasams, 199.

7 Cf': PP 54, I0L. 8 See p. 101,
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for thirty years. To defeat a possible application of the Usurious
Loans Act,? renewals are generally shown as fresh loans, and not
till cash books are in common use will it be possible to detect this,
At present a renewal is shown by the entry of a fresh loan a few days
after the last balance was struck and apparently settled. This
would be impossible if a cash book were kept, for it is of its very
essence that transactions are recorded in it day by day, as they
occur, and dated accordingly. Nor is deliberate falsification
probable on any scale, since the Bania looks upon his account books
as sacred, worshipping them at Diwali* and taking off his shoes
when he appraaches the place where they are made up.
In India economics, indeed the whole of life, is steeped in
religion, and it even affects debt. This was forcibly brought home
to me the other day at a village in Amritsar by a
Anoestral debt e mgion about ancestral debt.  All present, Hindu,
Muslim, and Sikh, were unanimous that responsibility for a father’s
debts must be accepted to save him from  trouble’, or, as blunter
tongues put it, ‘from hell’, The only exception allowed was
a debt incurred for some obviously bad purpose. Amongst those
present was the president of a bank who had matriculated, and even
he declared ihat repudiation would be irreligious, and my friend X,
a highly educated Sikh Sardar? says that this feeling is general.
The {eeling is doubtless fortified by the desire to retain possession
of the ancestral property at all costs and by the fear that non-pay-
ment may lead to a suit against the land ;# but the real sanction
behind it is religion. To quote X: ‘Repayment of debt is a
religions duty for Sikh, Hindu, and Muslim. Everyone must
square up accounts with his creditors before laying down his life,
because & soul burdened with debt does not find rest in the next
world, The last words of a dying man always contain mention
about creditors and liabilities, and a request that dues may be
settled.” Socrates’ last words come back to mind : ‘ Crito, I owe
a cock to Aesculapius : do not forgel to payit’ Xadds: ‘ Willings
ness to repay is one of the most importani requisites of a sound
system of credit, and religion sought to establish this by making it!
incumbeni on every man to repay his debt before death.’ How-
much easier the economic development of India would be if this
simple rule were observed and debt kept within a figure that could
be repaid either before death or immediately afterwards.

T For this Act see Peasand, 21415,

4 An gqutumn feslival in honour of Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth.

3 See Rusticus, 34.

4 Ancestral land 1s only liable for the payment of debts if they aré
charged upon it (Peasant, 183).
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HISSAR—(continued)*
HoARDING—CATTLE-BREEDING—INTENSIVE FARMING

5 February—Bhattu to Adampur via Sadilpur (13 miles)

THE cold north-west wind was behind us again when we sel out and
I fear those who followed me along the narrow track ate’ much
dust. The country was the same as yesterday, but towards the
end of the march there were signs of better cultivation—well weeded
fields of gram and much hedging with the invaluable thorn-bush,
invaluable for sustenance as well as protection, for it makes both
buffalo and cow give more milk. The large number of new fodder
stacks showed that ihe last harvest had been a good one, and all
were built with care and ringed with ien foot hedges of thorn to
protect them for the four or five years thal the fodder may be
required to last.

We went a little oul of cur sandy way to sce Sadélpur,  large
village wilth a bank in each of ils six quurtors (patti). The most
The Bishaol interesting thing about ihe village was nol its hanks

%% Dbut its religlon. i is inhabited by a strange Hindu
secl called Bishnoi, and as their Bralmin priest was presenl, we
heard all about them. Any Hindu may become a Rishnoi, and in
Sadélpur Brahmin, Jat, Bania, and Chamér are all represented ;
bul onee a Bishnoi, the original easie ceases to be of imporiance,
They have iwenty-nine articles of faith and practice, the most
important of which arc these, Every ‘eater of grain’, that is
everyone over five, must bathe in the morning before tasting food.
Ceremomal puzity, imporiant throughout Hindu India, is doubly
unportant to the Bishnoi, and the saying goes : if a Bishnoi’s {food
is on the first of a string of twenty camels and the iwentieth is
touched by a non-Bishnoi, it munst be thrown away. Drinking
water must be strained through a cloih in order that no life may be
consumed, No spimning or ploughing may be done on the first
and ﬁfteenth of the month. Tobacco, bhang, opium, and meat are
prohibited; dtid clothing of indigo blue may not be worn. This last
taboo no one could explain, and it scarcely needs explanation in an
age when every new political faith insists that its followers should

1 Rainfall (Hissar and Hanst) 16 inches.
1350
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wear a shirt of some special colour and all but one ban the wearing
of red. Adultery, thieving, and backbltmg are specifically for-
bidden ; also the felling of green trees, a wise commandment in a
helf-desert country. Goats too may not be sold, doubtless because
with their rich milk and frugal diet they are the poor man’s friend.
It is an act of merit to buy one that is about to be slaughtered, and
anyone doing this should turn it loose with a ring in its ear as a sign
that it has been redeemed. A Chamér said that at different times
he had released four he-goats born in his honse—just as bulls are
set free by pious Hindus. Cows may be sold to Hindus but not to
Mustims, who might slaughter them. Buffaloes are less regarded
and may be sold to either. Amongst ordinary Hindus the religious
objection to the castration of bullocks has been overcome, but the
Bishnoi is adamant and never allows it. Finally, all children must
be baptized on the day before full moon. The founder of the sect
was a sadhu called Jhamba, who lived in Bikaner about 4.D. 1450
and is now worshipped as an incarnation of Vishou, Twice a year
there is a pilgrimage to his village (Mukam), and though it is 150
miles away, 200 or more go from Sadélpur, {aking five days if they
go on came} back and only a week on foot.

The cleanliness of the Bishnoi is proverbial, and Sadélpur was
2 good example of it. The houses are cleaned twice 2 day, and
their walls are smeared once a month with moistened earth and
re-plastered twice a year.! The latter is done when the tanks dry
up and their soft clay beds can be dug: wherein there is double
advaniage—the houses arc strengthened and the tanks deepened.
But the cleanliness of the Bishnoi goes farther than their houses ;
otherwise it would not be particularly noticeable, for, as I observed
yesterday, Punjab houses are often kept scrupulously clean? In
Sadélpur the village lanes are as clean as the honses, Thisisa much
rarer sight and due to the employment of two families of SwWeepers
in return for daily bread and a present of grain at harvest. Thisis
not an uncommon practice,3 and if cattle are stalled in the village,
it is the only sure way of securing clean lanes, and it is sure, because
it rests on general consent. The alternative, sanitation by com-
pulsion, resting upon external authority, is likely to be resented if
the authority is strong and defied if it is weak. This is a further
argument for the extension of panchayats, for they offer much the
best means of introducing sanitation by consent.

These Bishnois are good farmers, and though no one has any.
kind of new implement or has even seen an iron plough, they have; .

¥ Cf. Rustious, 163.
2 |
3 See ‘}Eusmus, 61, 99, 148.



152 HISSAR

obtained cotton sced from the Agricultural Department, and many
plough their Jand after harvest to preparsit for the
Laud purchase povi tall of raind Their weak point ia their moral
reputation. In spite of their iwenty-nine articles, they are said to
play fast and loose with marriage ties and to be * overbearing and
quarrelsome .* When I suggested that the six banks might be
amalgamated into four, I received the pithy reply: ‘ Eyes do not
meet.” Nevertheless a remarkable joint financial transaction has
recently been carried through—the purchase by the tenants of a
quarter of the village from the well-known Skinner family,? who are
large landowners in the district. There were 487 purchasers, and
the purchase was catried out by a panchayat of five men acting on
their behal, of whom only one, the zaildar, was an agriculturist.
The others consisted of three Banias and a goldsmith, all no doubt
better fitted for business of this kind than the average zemindar.
The price fixed was Rs. 62 per acre, and it was no light task to
collect the large amount involved (1§ lakhs) from so many persons,
who were mostly small holders. In due course the money was
taken by the panchayat to Hissar, where it was paid over in the
presence of most of the 487 purchasors, The case of Ding is similar :
there the whole village was purchased by the tenants for Rs, x,15,000
at the rate of Rs, 102 per acre.  The tenants we ot there said that
they had provided most of the amount from their own resources
which suggests that ihey were thrifly as well as prosperous; but
not perhaps very provident, for they admitled having borrowed a
substantial sum at 18] per cent; a ruinoms rate, beconse in the
Punjab land, even when cultivated by the owner, does not normally
yiold more than 8 to 1o per cent.t
I tried to discover how the purchase money had been raised at
Sadélpur, but it was a Hindu atmosphere and my questions were
Hoaritng met with a natural reticence. One or two interesting
points, however, were clicited. Amongst the pur-
chasers were eighteen weavers who put up Rs. 3,000 from their own
resources. A Jat admitted baving dug up the Rs. 700 he had to
pay, and another said that his uncle had dug up Rs. 5,000, and he
added that for at least three generations his family had been in the
habit of burying part of their wealth against emergencies. This
excited my interest, for I have long been trying to ascertain how far
hoarding was practised and I have not often come upon specific

* Cf, p. 136,

* Hissar Gazelteer, 1915, 81.

9 Descended from Skinner of Skinner’s Horse.
4 Pb; Bhg. Engy, Rpt., 45.
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examples of it. The result of my enquiries may conveniently be
given here,

First of all about Hissar. All I ask agree that hoarding is
still common among zemindars, though much less so than it used
to be—80 per cent less than fifty years ago, said a wise cld Rajput.
Amongst Banias, the old custom was to divide the family capital
ifito four parls and invest three in land, money-lending, and
jewellery, respectively, and bury the fourth as a reserve. Though
this is no longer done, most of the richer men have large sums buried,
and an official tells me that recently when he agked one of them how
he was going to find a sum of x} lakhs required for a purchase of
land, be received the reply : ‘the amount is in my house.’

As to the other districts we have been through, when we were
in the Jhelum riverain I gave an Imspector a ten rupes note to
change. He took it to a zemindar acquaintance, who gave him such
dirty rupees that he enquired how he had come by them. They
proved to have been dug up. But in that part of the province
hoarding as a practice is confined to the Bhatti Rajputs of the
Chenab and the semi-nomad Janglis,* who like the people of Hissar
'are hardly touched by the currents of modern life. Al Sukheke?
I was told of a Jangli landlord who is credited with four lakhs
(£30,000) of buried wealth, and of another who was on the point
of unearthing two lakhs to deposit the amount with a Banking
Union when the People’s Bank failed, after which not a rupee could
be got from him. ‘He has pound,’ commented the zaildar in an
almost reverential voice. Since then the People’s Bank has been
re-started and failed again; and the much bigger Alliance Bank
has also failed. No wonder that the zemindar has his fears,
Fortunately the co-operalive banking system inspires increasing
confidence, and now two Janglis have each deposited Rs. 40,000 or
so with the Banking Union at Nankana.3

Astothe rest of the province, last year, when I was a member
of the Punjab Banking Enquiry Coramittee, I made special enquiries
on the subject from experienced Income-tax and Co-operative
officials, men mare in touch with economic conditions in town and
vﬂlage than any other set of officials in the province. It was the
opinion of nearly all that since the war hoarding had become
uncommon, and that, except in a few undeveloped areas? it was
giily amongst women, village servants, and the more nomadic

P14

% p. 12

3 oL

4 The districts of Ambala, Hissar and Muzaffargash, and the tahsis
of Thanesar aud Gohana,
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tribes that it persisted as at all a general practice.”  Oue poind must,
however, be noted.  Hoarding is a natural consequence of insecurity,
and for the thrifty it is immaterial whether the insecurily is political
or economic. With the establishment of a strong sctiled govern-
ment and the spread of the canal, both forms of insecurity have
greatly diminished, But recently this double process has received
a check, in the field of economics from the slump, and of politics
from civil disobedience. The slump has played havoc with stocks
and shares and has made the thrifty chary of investment., As to
civil dischedience, in India confidence is so delicate a plant that last
summet’s unrest was sufficient to set even educated people hoarding
again, and an Indian friend in touch with the commercial world
tells me thai a number of officials commissioned him to buy
soversigns for them against a possible brecakdown. Politicians
should take careful note of this, for the material development of
India will be impossible {on non-communist lines) without invest-
ment on a large scale,
So much for hoarding in cash., A much commoner form is the
accumulation of jewellery. The enquiries made last™ summer
suggest that, before the slump, of the four or five
Jesrellery crores of treasure annually imporied inio the Punjab
at least ihrce and a half were normally spent upon jewellery?
Forlunatoly there is every reason (o believe thal this expenditure
is decrcasing. On my last iour I came upon indications of this,
especially in villages where education had ponetraied, and all I have
heard an this lour points in {he same direclion3 These impressions
are confirmed by ihe more claborale enquiry made last summer at
ihe instance of the Banking Enquiry Committee It may therefore
be safely stated that hoarding of both kinds is less common than it
was before 1he war. This is mainly dus 1o an increase of confidence
and of facilities for investrnent ; and in the case of jewellery, it is
further due to the spread of education, ihe rise in the standard of
living with its greater demand for money, and recently, and most
polently, to the slump.
At Adampur we found a colony of tents awaiting us pleasantly
disposed in the open country between the village and its pipal-
. shaded tank. Tents are little used these days, and
;f:;‘;’-“‘ fn 8 the zaildar says they have not been pitched here for
an ‘officer ' since Mr. L~ came here as Deputy

1 Ph. Bhg. Engy. Rpt., 144, 175.

2 Ibid, 148-9.

3 Ruysticus, 343 end supra, 4, 71, 123, Cf. too Peasant (37d edition), 59.
4 Op. cit,, 150,

1 Ficus religioss.
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Commissioner, That was about ¥920. He also mentioned that
the last Sahib to ride this way was Mr. C. H. T-—, who was
Deputy Commissioner in rgrr-rz. At Bhattu this moming the
zaildar said that no Sahib had ridden through since Mz, C. M, K——,
who was Settlernent Officer in 1gor-3. I do not vouch for the
accuracy of these statements, but it is notorious and deplorable that
touring on a horse is far less done than before the war. Politics and
the “motor are responsible, politics because they keep so many
executive officers at the end of a wire or telephone, and motors for
obvious but often quite bad reasons. Meanwhile, the peasgnt has
as much to say as ever to those who meet him in field or village,

6 February —Adampur to Hissar (18 miles)

In India, the peripatetic searcher after truth no soomer writes
down one thing than be must qualify it with another. Yesterday
I wrate that the cleanliness of the Bishuoi was proverbial. Yet
Adampur, which is inhabited by Bishnols, is little cleaner than an
ordinary village, and in the largest house I found everything—beds,
bedding, quilts, and vessels—as hugger-mugger as in the humblest,
though there had been lavish expenditure upon bricks, arches,
gateways, ete,

It was bitterly cold when we set forth for Hissar ard cold
enough when we arrived there three hours later, The first ten miles
took us across a waste of sand and gram and past stubble fields
dotted with thorn-fenced fodder stacks. Then we entered the
wide-stretching grazing grounds of the Hissar Cattle Farm and
“brushed our way through golden grass 12 inches high, upon which
the 7,000" Government cattle pasture, A mile or two on we saw
ahead of us two tall black chimneys, one belching smoke, the other
idle. They looked strange enomgh rising from these solitary
pastures and suggested the approach to an industrial centre.
Actually they were ginning factories, and all they indicated was the
neighhourhood of a canal, ‘Without which no cotton can be grown
in this district. Soon we saw the canal itself, and at once the
country changed from the arid to the fertile, from bush and scrub
to mango grove and date palm.

At Hissar, a town of 25,000 inhabitants, most of our talk has
been about cattle, for the farm with its 40,000 acres is the most im-
portant breeding centre of the province. In a warm
climate cattle do better in a dry zone than in a wet,
and all the best breeds in the provinee are to be found
in dry areas; for example, the Dhanni breed, which we came across

t In 1933 there were 8,780 animals on the Farm (Vely. Depart. Annual
Rpt, 3).

The Hissar
bull
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north of the Jhelum,* and the HMaridna, which flonrishes in Hissar
and Rohtak. Out of the Hariina breed, crossed in some cases with
stock from Gujarat (near Bombay), has atisen the famous Hissar
bull, majestic as the Government of India and in some olher respucts
not unlike, Of immense bulk and strength bul slow-footed and
costly to maintain, grazing where he will and impatient of control,
superbly self-contained, he dominaies the couniryside and dis-
tributes his favours so indiscriminately that hall his energy and
value are wasted. Owing to the unceasing patronage bestowed on
him by Government for over half a century, he has achieved a much
greater prominence than if he bad been allowed to find his way
about the province on his own merits. Costing Rs. 500 to breed
and rear, he is sold 1o District Boards for Rs, 250, and where heavy
ploughing is needed or hard sustained work at a well, his progeny
justify their costly rearing and fetch much higher prices than the
best local stock?* But on the light sandy soils of the north and!
west, and wherever the peasant is impoverished, a smaller breed y'
does better and is greatly preferred.3
The best of these smaller breeds is the Dhanni, and it is in a
district like Gujrai, where Dhanni and Hissar work side by side,
) that the limitations of the Hissar bullock are most
gf::;i“l‘)‘g ods evident. The case was very fairly pul by a Gujrat
compared zaildar, whom I met the other day. ‘The Dhauni
bullocks,” he said, * have {hick bones and sirong horns,
and their step is fasl.  The Hissar breed arc very big, but who can
feed them ?  They eat much, They are like your Honour's horses
~—good for the rich, bad for the poor.” Then lecling perhaps he had
nol done the Hissar breed justice, he continned: * They are slow
compared with those from Dhanni, bul they go far and are not
tired : fifty miles there and fifty miles back. We heard of ane that
did this. He staried at four in the morning and went till four the
next morning. The Dhanni bullock goes well 100, but not so well.
It works for six hours ; if there is need, for twelve hours, With a
stick behind its pace is good; but stick or no stick, the Hissar
bullock goes slow, It is best for cart and draught, but if it does not
get food, it gets thin at once. The Dhaoni remains hard and
strong, even if it geta no food. It is given oil directly it is born, and
it remains strong till it gets old.” A much more biting attack was
made upon the Hissar bull on my last tour by the people of Gurgaon
at the other end of the province.# There it was not so much a case

1
. 73
2 %a:m bullocks now cost about Rs, 300 to treed and rear and are sold
to d:gtzsnct boards for Rs. 100 (1934).
ee P. 73
4 Rustrous, 145, 148. Cf. too p. 165.
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of two good breeds in competition as of sheer unsujtability, the
people being too poor to support cattle of his standard and match,
Indeed, to see him roaming like a god in search of some Europa and
finding only small underfed cows was to be reminded of the saying—
the best is the enemy of the good.

It is, in fact, useless to offer the peasant what he is too poor or
too ignofant o use, however good it may be in itself. For him an
‘ fmprovement ', whether it is a larger bullock or a more powerful
plough, is only good if it is suited to his circumstances,! These
circumstances, therefore, must be most carefully studied before any
change is attempted, and that is the excuse for this lengthy journal.
The Veterinary Department are now showing wisdom in trying to
breed a smaller type of bull, a mere derni-god amongst his fellows,
who will satisfy the peasant’s needs. These needs centre round
draught and milk, The Hissar breed is pre-eminent for dravght,
and the Sahiwél or Montgomery breed for milk, but nejther excels
in both ; and as the peasant’s resources are very limited, the object
i8 to produce what is officially called a dual-purpose cow, that is 1o
say, a cow whose stock will be good for either dranght or milk.
The closer study of the peasant’s needs has also led, 4¢ fast, to the
development of the Dhanui breed, and it is no longer assumed that
nearly every countryside in the Punjab will be the better for a
Hissar bull,

On one point action has still to be taken, In districts with
ample grazing the income from live-stock is very high: in Hissar
The buslo alone it is probably not less than 15 lakhs (£112,500).%

Now the bulk of this income is derived from the sale
of ghi,3 and for ghi the buffalo is better than {he cow, as her milk is
both richer and more abundant. In the north, Where therejis
neither river nor canal, there is little rivalry between the two, for
the country is dry and too stony for the tanks in which the buffalo
loves to wallow.! But elsewhere, if both cannot be kept—and
the peasant rarely has the means—the buffalo is preferred ;5 and
even when both are kept, the housewife takes greater care of the
buffalo, for the cow is regarded as the mother of the bullock and the
buffalo as the producer of ghi, and ghi and its proceeds are the
housewife’s perquisite : hence the proverb—when fortune favours,

T Cf, Rusticus, 127,

2 District Assess. Rpis., 1909 and 1910,

3 Itd, (Fatehabad), 35.

A Cf. Rusticus, 316,

3 Between 1904 and 1930 the number of cows in the Punjab fell from
3 to 2+6 millions, and female buffeloes increased drom 1'9 to 3-1 millions,
1t is the higher fat content of the buffalo’s milk which brings it into favour ' ;
she als)o does better on stall-feeding (The Milh Supply of Lahore in 1030,
96' 97 ~
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a buffalo drops a lLeifer and a cow a bull calf, Morcover the
buffala, black and sombre-cyed though she looks, understands
affection and responds to her owner's call and sometimes refuses
10 be milked by auny other hand. In many homes she stands
first in the peasant's affections;® and, uniouched by sanctity,
her breeding presents fewer difficnltios than that of the cow. In
the central Punjab al least it should be comparatively casy, for,
as I found near Tarn Taran,® the buffalo bull can be tied up and a
fee charged for his services, and in general the peasani watches
more carefully over the mating of his buffalo than of his cow.t
Yet, important as the buffalo is for the milk supply of the provinee,
so far nothing serious has been done by Government to improve
her breed.5
By its attitude to slaughter Hinduism makes any planned
improvement in catile-breeding almost impossible® All that can
be done, say the local experls, is to castrate bad
Ustiie-brosding gtock and get the cultivator to keep good cows,
e e No one now, except the smell Bishnoi sect, objects
to castration,” but all Hindus object to the slaughter,
and even 1o the sale of unfit cows and keep them indefinitely ;
or, if they are 100 poor to do this, raiher than sell ihem to o caitle
dealer, who would buy only for the slaughter bonse, they send
them 1o a gowshala or let them loose to die, Some no doubt sell
secretly, but ihis has ifs risks in an arca where public opinion can
find strong cxpression ihrowgh the ponchayal® This feeling
against sloughter is shared by many Sikhs, and when I asked the
members of a Sikh cattle-breeding sociely in the Amritsar district
whether they would sell a cow thal was post work, they all said:
‘No,’ and one added, * We have had great advaniage {rom her;
there would be ingratitude i{ we sold her ; we remember her service
1o us” One cannot but love and respect this gentle-heartedness,

T Her rival is the indispensable bullock.

2 p. 84,

! s Eout?: of the Sutlej he is not usually Lied up ; butl in the central Punjab
'and canal colonies he is often tied up, and when this is done, a foe (Rs. 1 or 2)
18 charged for his services {cf. ibid., 83).

' 4 See Civd Veby, Depart. Rpt., 1932-3, 18.

5 In 1932 the Veferlnary Depariment brought under supervision 's
fairly large number of buffalo bulls owned by zemindars’ {ibid. (1931-2), 16).
Till then Government hed done nothing, and local bodies very litlle, Naw,
however, Government is giving much more attention to the subject, and in
1932-3 local bodies increased the number of their stud btuffalo bulls from
261 to 1,121. Even 50, yoventeen districts have none, and the number of
atod bulls (4,637) is far geaater (thid., 1932-3, pp. viii and ix).

6 Cf. Rushious, 97, 119; ses also p. 19.

7 Bee ibid,, 97, 105,

& C‘f ibid., 97, 104, 133-4.
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which may be found wherever there is Hindu ancestry, even amongst
Muslims,” but when applied to cows that should never have been
kepl it is an obvious obstacle to cattle-breeding, and in Hissar
and Rohtak this is the case with most cows and, to make matters
worse, few~—barely 5 per cent—are barren, One expert thought
that in the circumstances the best remedy would be to ring the
worst cows and so make covering fmpossible. This, he says,
is done in the south-west of the province, and I am informed that
in Lahore and Sjalkot it is also sometimes done to young mares
to prevent them from being covered prematurely.?

This remedy would be unnecessary if the bull conld be tied up
as the buffalo sometimes is. Unfortunately, as I have already
pointed out,? everywhere south of the Jhelum he is allowed 1o,
wander about the fields as he pleases, eating and trampling the
crops. The only advantage of this is that he both exercises and
supports himself and proprio motn spreads the cost of his keep over
the whole village. But the system is not economical. At Bahaud-
din? it was admitted that the Hissar bull there consnmed or damaged
at Jeast three times as much fodder as he would need if he were
stall-fed. But, said a peasant, quoting a popular saying, *a bull
can no more be tied up than a Rajah’ And in the Amritsar
village, when 1 asked why what was possible with the buffalo was
not possible with the bull, someone remarked : ‘ The buffalo is so
tough (sakht) that it comes to no harm from this, but a bull is
softer and would soon become unfit for work, The buffalo is like
the Jai: nothing makes him weak. The bull is like the Brahmin :
his strength is soon gone.’ Yet, north of the Jhelum, the peasant
is equally emphatic that bulls must be tied up !

As bulls cannot be tied up, it is fortunate that scrub bulls can
now be castrated. Here a notable victory has been won over

. popular prejudice, and it is being used to sterilize
s;fi‘lip?ﬁ:m worthless male stock,S It is only a matter of time
before the peasant capitulates to the further remedy

of inoculation, Already be no longer objects to it in principle,
though in practice his faith in it is not very sure® Of which the
Superintendent of the Farm gives me the following example.
Last month he inoculated the cattle of a certain village against

t See p. 180 and ibid,, 62,

2 It is called chhnlabandi.

3p. 73

4 p, 136.

5In 2g32-3, 482,000 znimals were cagirated in the Punjab /(Vefy.
Depani. Rpt, 26).

8 Cf. Rushous, 107, 133
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rinderpest, and on returning to see the resull he was not allowed
to enter the village, because the time-honoured remedy of o charm
shumrg across a lane was being tried.  The charm had been obtained
from a sadhu and was being inscribed on a potsherd. The cattle
were then driven heneath it, and as they shambled past, waler
mixed with milk was sprinkled on them from a large cauldron
placed on either side of the road. During the rile no one was
allowed either to enter or to leave the village, all work was suspended,
and water could not even be drawn for him from the well.

My experience both on this {our and the last shows that through-
out the province this is much the most popular method of dealing
with cattle disease. On this tour I have come across it amongst
Muslims in Jhelum,* Sikhs in Ferozepore, and Hindus in Hissar,3
The procedure varies slightly from village to village, but the charm
is always slung across a lane. ‘We hung it up,’ said the Sikh
village, * and that night we did not allow either lamp or fire. The
next morning we drove all our cattle under the string and went
out ourselves into the fields and kindled our fires there and made
our bread, and when we came back the disease~it was of foot and
mouth—was gone and the cattle were well. Before this ten or
twelve died ; after that none.” In the Hindu village water dashed
with milk was also sprinkled in a circle round the village, and in
both villages, though in one there were only three Muslim families,
the charm was oblained from a Muslim pir. This is often done,
and when Hindu and Sikh quarrel with Muslim, as ibey sometimes
do, they shounld remember that even in their religion they have
things in common, The Sikhs had obtained {hejr charm from
a Pathén in Maler Kotla, who would Lake nothing for il : a holy
man, indeed.

The employment of spells for curing discase is nol pecuha.r
to the'Pun] ab, fiot even to India. [ have already noted that it is
common in Arabia, which however is a country in many ways
akin to Indlat It is more significani to find it in a Christian
country like Russia. So [ar north as Archangel, the remedy for
malaria is to sprinkle the sufferer with bog water, and with a spell
' to drive out the devil spirits, which are shaking him and rattling
his teeth’. And when a person is down with small-pox, a spell
is first whispered in his ear thrice, then written on paper and ticd
round his neck until he recoverss In India, as no doubt in Russia,
these practices are slowly, very slowly yielding to the new light

T Rusticus, 20, 84, 1oy, 195, 22I.

2 p. 67

: b3 . T45.

5 A E fohams. The Russian Land (1929), 26~7.
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of science, but where man is still in the embryonic darkness of
nature’'s womb, his only light is faith, and it is a light too often
clouded by magic.”

A former Settlement Officer of Hissar says that caitle ate the
zemindar's {reasury and that he puts all his savings into them.
D Yet the melancholy fact is that breeding does
b,:';:ﬂ::“;ty o Dot pay. According to the experts at Hissar,

a special survey in Rohtak suggests that 70 per,
cent of the cows there do not pay for their keep, and in Hissar]
the position would be even worse but for the three years’ drought.;
In a country that prohibits slanghter drought is one of the few
factors that favour cattle-breeding. By weeding out weak stock
it helps to maintain the quality of the whole, just as pestilence once
did with human beings in Europe ; but it is a costly process for the
cattle-breeder. In the Central Punjab very little breeding is done,
and draught bullocks are mostly bought. This is prudent, as
holdings are very small and the districts near the hills are moist
and very liable to cattle disease, The dry uplands north of the
Jhelum are more favourable, and the Dhanni breed is the result.
Yet there, {00, it is doubiful whether breeding pays. A retired
vet I met near Jhélum calculated that an ordinary Dhanni calf,
after being weaned, costs five or six rupees a month to maintain
and when three-and-a-half years old feiches only Rs. 8o-roo
{£6 to £7 x0s.), prices having fallen 25 per cent.?

8 Fabruary.—Hissar to Hanst (16 miles)

For the third day running there was heavy cloud, ‘ clouds
without water, carried about of winds'3 But there was change
in one respect: once more we were riding through
2 country of wheat fields and cotton stalks, and at
one point the plain gave a sudden heave as if weary of its
endless monotony. To the south there were even a few hills,
only 800 feet high, but like those pear Sargodha, abrupt, sharp-
pointed, and sacred; sacred no doubt, because they are so un-
expected. A sadhu and his disciple live on their summit, and women
newly widowed go there to cast away the clothes they may no
longer wear.

The high road

1 Cf. p. 63.

2 In England, a good average cow, with an average yield in a lactation
period of about 2 gallons & day, now (1934) costs about f20, For a good
average Hissar cow the corresponding yield is about 2} seers (two quarts)
a day (compare the lactation figures given on p. 3 of the Veiy. Depari, Bpt.,
1932-3):

3 Jude xui,
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As it was Sunday and no husiness pressed, we lingered on
our way to talk with those we met, The first was a Brahmin
beggar, He was shuffling homewards in a pair of aged flapping
sandals, and his clothes, even more aged, 1evealed legs so thin
that they musi have snapped had the body they carried been less
frail, Under his {attered shawl he concealed  large bag containing
six pounds of millet, ‘I went from house to house,’ he squeaked,
‘and cach gave a handful’ After the beggar came a barber
with a large sack. He had come 130 miles on a sorrowful errand
and was bound for a village close by. The danghter of a patron
was married there, and when tidings came that she was with child,
her mother joyfully prepared gifts for her and her babe. The babe
came, but died five days later. The barber showed us the gits,
which were in the sack—clothes for the mother, and for the babe
a magenta-coloured waistcoai, a pink embroidered cap, and a ball
to play with, Of what use will these things be to ihe mother
now? ' T asked, °She will give them away {o some other child.’
But how will she bear even to look upon them? As the barber
was re-packing his sack, a shallow iwo-wheeled cart drove up,
drawn by a pair of fine grey bullocks and containing a recuibent
figure covered with a quili and two men squatting al his side,
He had coniracied pneumonia on & visit to relatives, and the two
men wero taking him home. They did not take him 10 the hospital,
because ‘ we should have io sit. with him, and we are zomindars
and there would be hurl {o our work, Al home {vo there is more
carc: a fire can be lil, and the women can lend him' More
cheerful was a barber who had just delivered an invitation io &
wedding on behall of a patron, who lived 45 miles away. The
invitation was sweetened wilh a present of sweetmeais, and he had
been tipped a rupec. The next group were also concerned with
marxiage. A boy had been betrothed to a girl and Rs. 65 paid
in jewellery and clothes, The boy died before he could be married,
aud his father was on his way 1o the maiden’s village to arrange
that a nephew should marry her instead, doubtless that the modest
investment of Rs. 65 might not be wasled. Finally, came a
mediaeval oddity, who said he was a Seyyed from Ghazni (in
Afghanistan) and a beggar. He spoke in wheedling incoherent
tones, and it was difficult to make out his tale. He claimed some
kind of sanctity, but its only visible sign was a copy of the Koran
tied to his waist in a green cloth.

Mtarri God, Love, and Death—the Indian roadside is
gl 4 aud o) 3 thelr rumonr, and the ministrants of ali three

are inexorable in their demand for money, Writing
in 1909, the Séttlement Officer ascribed one-third of the sales in
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the district to extravagance on marriages and funerals,” and the
extravagance still continues. Before the slump, an ordinary
peasant spent Rs, 600 to 700 on the marriage of a son and perhaps
Rs. 200 less on the marriage of a daughter, This is less than in
the central Punjab,? but expenditure upon funerals is much higher,
though not higher than in parts of the western Punjab3 When
we were at Adampur, a man lost his father and those with me said
he must raise Rs. 200 at once for the feast on the third day, even
if he had to sell or mortgage land. On a point of this kind custom
is imperative, though it is only for father or mother that the sum
need be so large: for others Rs. 50 to 6o suffices. Asin the central
Punjab, marriage expenditure is almost doubled if a price has to
be paid for the bride. Only ten days ago one of my staff found
that a Jat had teken Rs. 800 for his two danghiers, Butin this
district, although there is little of the new light, the old lighi is
still strong, and such transactions are comparatively infrequent,’
and when the tale was told at a village gathering, the comment
‘We don't give izzat to those who do this.’ Here for once
1zzat was being used as it should be, as a reflector and not an
extmgulsher of light.®
" If less is spent now on these ceremonies than before, it is
almost entirely due to the fall in prices, which has halved the figures
just given for marriage. But here and there there is also conscious
effort at reduction. Some years ago the Bégri Jats of Sirsa agreed
not to spend more than Rs. 100 on entertainment at marriage
or allow more than one hundred persons to join in the bardf or
bridegroom’s party, ‘hundreds’ having joined before; and in
to-day’s village we were told: ‘ We all sat together and it was our
conclusion that we had spent too much before, Now fewer go in
the barét, and less is spent upon jewellery.’ Funeral expenditure
has been cut down to 'five or seven rupees’, the cost of taking
the bones to the Ganges, and marriage expenditure halved. The
last is admittedly due to the fall in the price of cotton (we arein a
cotton country), but when I enquired whether expenditure would
not go up again if prices rose, I got a reply touched with the new
light :—* Na, it is now understood that too much debt is not good.
What we did before was a mistake. If we spend Rs. 2,000 on a
marriage, it is gone in a day; but if we spend it on a house, it
stands for three generations, and it is of use for our children and our
1 Hissar Assess. Rpt., 21-2,

2 Rusticus, 4, 7, 4.
3 bed . 2280,

5 Cf ﬂ;d 31

§ CL p. 0.
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childron’s children ; and also for the rolees (ki) and the servangs
of Government,’
The coneluding wards wore added by way of compliment to
ourselves and the owner of the vestibule, where we were having
{he customary bank meeting. The vestibule wag
An agrieul-  yohly Duill with wo high-arched gateways and a
fm’;mm' square ted Drick pillar in he centre supporting 2
well-timbered sdl vool (much belter than mine af
Lahoie), It belongs to four Jat brothers who own b2 actes and are
the only moncy-lenders in the village, and it was characteristic
of the easy tolerance of peasant life that we should gather there
to discuss the affairs of a co-operative society whose object is to
displace the money-lender, Qne of the brothers was present
and had a shrewd agreeable face and the pleasant dark reddish-
brown complexion of these parts. He was quite frank about {heir
dealings. They have been lending money for seveniven years
and have never had a loss: ‘it may be three, even five years
before money comes back, but sooner or later it comes.” As their
usnal ratc is 18§ per cent, it is a profitable business, and on Rs, 1,000
they expect to earn Rs. 180, i., 2 gross profit of 18 per cent, which
is the highest return T ever heard a money-lender acknowledge,
Their minimum rate is 12 per cent ; * for those who repay when
asked,’ he explined, as so many have explained before him!
Like most money-lenders in the Punjab, the {our brothers take no
surelies:® ‘it is o matter of trust,’ said thiec one who was present,
unconsciously sialing the basls of every sound system of credit.
He did nol toll us the exient of their dealings but admitled that
they buried their surplus fundsd Curiously, the village hes
{en Bania shopkeepers none of whorn is 2 money-lender. T urged
my usual plea, that the best of them should be asked to join the
bank, and as usual it seemed a novel ideat
This district is 1o remote to have got much illumination {rom
the new light, but where the old light burns this is not necessarily
A vl a disadvantage, for when they meet the new light
ropubity,  0d the old are apl to extingnish each other. In
this village the old light burns sirongly. Feehng
is so good that for some years no one has been to court, * Quarrels
are few and are settled on the spot. There is no regular panchayat,
bt the assistance of some trustworthy person is invoked and all
concerned sit logether and decide the case as they think right,

Ct, );gp 100-1, 103, 146

? he E'uqy R, 126 and 146 supre: of. also ro1.
D 152

g P. 102,
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and the decision is enforced by pressmre from the brotherhood.
Nothing is written, for few are literate—indeed, not a single one
of the twenty members of the bank. Illiteracy is no bar to good
feeling : it may even be favourable to it; but it is certainly a
handicap in dealing with the new age. It is therefore a good
thing that there is now a Primary school, and the master is so
keen that he has started a night school as well.* But he has to
teach thirty-three boys and eighteen adults single-handed, which
is typical of the difficulties of education in India—so many waiting
to be taught, so few ready to teach. One of his pupils, a soft-
faced boy of fifteen, is secretary to the bank, and his only other
occupation is the doing of odd jobs on his father's land. ‘His
mind is towards comfort, and he sits with pleasure in the shade,’
was the sturdy peasant comment, and it might be applied to nine
out of ten in this country who are not constrained to work hard far
their living.?
All arrangements for the common good are undertaken by
the village collectively; whether it is the sinking of a drinking
o well, the deepening of a village pond or tenk, the
Drinking welle ; aking of a stairway (ghd) Sow to it, building a
temple or chowpdl? or managing the common lands. Most of
these collective activities are common to villages throughout the
south-east, and the most important of them is the provision of
dricking water4 Lucky villages get their tanks filled from the
canal, but for most in Hissar this is impossible ; and where, as often
happens, the water level is go feet or more helow the surface and
the rainfall is 15 inches or less, sooner or later in the year the tanks
dry up and man and beast have to depend on wells that can only
be sunk at great cost. Here, for instance, a well sunk ten years
ago cost Rs. 3,000, and the depth to water is only 6o feet. At
Adampur,5 where it is go feet, there has been endless trouble.
Some years ago a masonry well was sunk at a cost of Rs. 4,000.
Each house in the village contributed ten rupees and such laboui’
as was asked, but although it was sunk near the tank (to secure
sweet water), after two years ifs water became bitter and un-
drinkable. A second well, this time of a makeshift character, was
sunk for Rs. 1,200, and this too has lost its sweetness. Now bricks
are being collected for a third. When all else fails, water is fetched

1 The Education and Co-operative Departments have bolh made great
efforts to popularize adult schools, but the difficulties are formudable, and m
1932-3 thefr number in the provincs fell from 584 to 348 (Pa. Edus. Rpt., 10).

2 Cf Rushous, 10, 43.

3 Village meeting hall ; also called chowpdr.

4 Cf. p. 135.

5 See p. 154-
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ehildtren’s children 3 nd atso for the vnlers (heking and the servants
of Government.'
The coneluding words were adided by wiy of compliment to
ourselves and the owner of the vestibule, where we were havig
the customary bank meeting. The vestibule was
dn sgricul-  pobly built with iwo high-arched galeways and 5
f;‘;:;:r B square red beick pillar in the centre supporling a
well-timbered sl roof (much better than mine at
Lshore), It belongs to four Jat brothers who awn 62 acres and arg
the only money-lenders in the village, aud it was characteristic
of the easy tolerance of peasant life that we should gather there
to discuss the affairs of a co-operative society whose object is to
displace the money-lender. Ome of the brothers was present
and had a shrewd agrecable face and the pleasant dark reddish-
brown complexion of these parts. He was quile frank about their
dealings. They have been lending money for seventeen years
and have never had a loss: ‘it may be three, even five years
before money comes back, but sooner or later it comes.’  As their
usual rate is 18§ per cent, it is a profitable business, and on Rs, 1,000
they expect to earn Rs. 180, i.c. & gross profit of 18 per cent, which
is the highest return I ever heard a money-lender acknowledge,
Their minimum rate Is T2 per cent ; * for those who repay when
asked,' he explained, as so wany have explained hefore bim)?
Like mosi money-lenders in the Punfab, the four hrothers take no
streties:® ‘it is & malter of (rust,” said the one who was present,
unconsciously stating the basis of every sound system of credit,
He did not tell us the exient of their dealings but admitted that
they buried their surplus funds3 Curipusly, the village hes
1én Bania shopkecpers none of whom is a money-lender. 1 urged
my ustal plea, that the best of them should be asked 1o join the
bank, and as usual it scemed a novel idea.t
This district is too remote to have got much illumination from
the now light, but where the old light burms this is not necessaxily
. a disadvantage, for when they meel the new light
rAep‘:zl%:lﬁg. and the old are apt to extinguish cach other. In
ihis village the old light burms strongly, Feeling
is 50 good that Tor some years no one has been to courd, ' Quarrels
are few and are settled on the spot, There is no regular panchayat,
bat-the assistance of some trustworthy person is invoked and all
concerned sit together and decide the case as they think right,

* Cf. pp. 1001, 103, 146.

; gfb Bhg. Engy. Bfi., 126 and 146 supre: cf, also 101
. P 152

4 g. p. 10z,
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and the decision is enforced by pressure from the brotherhood.
Nothing is written, for few are literate—indeed, not a single one
of the {wenty members of the bank. Illiteracy is no bar to good
feeling: it may even be favourable to it; but it is certainly a
handicap in dealing with the new age. It is therefore a good
thing that there is now a Primary school, and the master is so
keen that he has started a night school as well® But he has to
teach thirty-three boys and eighteen adults single-handed, which
is typical of the difficulties of education in India~so many waiting
to be taught, so few ready to teach. One of his pupils, a soft-
faced boy of fifteen, is secretary to the bank, and his only other
occupation is the doing of odd jobs on his father's land. ‘His
mind is towards comfort, and he sits with pleasure in the shade,’
was the sturdy peasant comment, and it might be applied to nine
out of ten in this country who are not constrained to work hard for
their living.?
All arrangements for the common good are undertsken by
the village collectively; whether it is the sinking of a drinking
. well, the deepening of a village pond or tank, the
Drinking wells ) oking of & stairway (ghéf) down to it, building a
temple or chowpdl? or managing the common lands, Most of
these collective activities are common to villages throughout the
south-cast, and the most important of them is the provision of
drinking water.t Lucky villages get their tanks filled from the
canal, but for most in Hissar this is impossible ; and where, as often
happens, the water level i3 go feet ar more helow the surface and
the rainfall is 15 inches or less, sooner or later in the year the tanks
dry up and man and beast have to depend on wells that can only
be sunk at great cost. Here, for instance, a well sunk ten years
ago cost Rs. 3,000, and the depth to water is only 6o feet. At
Adampur,5 where it is go feet, there has been endless trouble,
Some years ago a masonry well was sunk at a cost of Rs. 4,000.
Each house in the village contributed ten rupees and such labour’
as was asked, but although it was sunk near the tank (to secure
sweet water), after two years its water became bitter and un-
drinkable., A second well, this time of a makeshift character, was
sunk for Rs. 1,200, and this too has lost its sweetness. Now bricks
are being collected for a third, When all else fails, water is fetched

* The Education and Co-operattve Dapartments have both made great
efforts to populatize adult schools, but the difficulties are formidable, and m
1932-3 théir number in the provincs fell from 584 to 348 (Pb. Educ. RPL, 10).

2 Cf. Rusticus, 10, 43.

3 Village meeting hall ; also called chowpdr.

4 Cf. p. 135.

3 See p. 154.
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from the 1ank of & village balf a mile away ; but this is a laborious
task and generally bas o be done al a time of year when the sun
is mosl scorching and the lightest weight a Durden.
And if the tanks are not deep cnough, they may fail long
before the sun begins {o scorch.! This was the case to-day, One
of the tanks had run dry, and the opportunit
Village tanks .. being iaken o deepen it. Thirty years' sil}’:
has accumulaied, and it is now so shallow that in heavy rain it
fills up al once and spills on to the road close by. It is being
deepened in the spirit of real democracy. There are 120 houses,
and each house, whether rich or paor, is required to clear a space
of g yards square and g feet deep {two jul) or pay a commutation
fee of Rs, 2, which is the cost of employing four men for a day o
do it. The bed of the tank has been mapped out like a chess-
board into 120 squares by 2 panchayat of five men, who represent
all important interests and consist of two Jats, & Gujar, a Bania,
and o M4li tenant, The five are responsible for all arrangements,
and to ensure fair {reatment they have deputed two of their number
to measure the work done® Bui it is nol enough thal a tank
should be full of water: il musl also be clear, To secure lhis,
a fakir or sadhu, lives beside it in what looks ke a large bee-hive
of white sun-dried mud, His duty is to see that neither man nor
beast fouls il or washes ‘ black vessels ” fn it ; and In retury, ofter
1he simple fashion of the village, he is given his daily bread and o
present of grain al harvest, Many villages do this, lor cxample
Adampur, and (here the approaches to the tank were spotlessd
1loft this village with regrel. Tt is, in eflect, o small republig,
and in such a case, if there is a disinteresiod guardian above which,
gwmm and order but interferes as litle as RS with
Taily Tife, the peasant has he fornl of government that suﬁiﬁ‘r‘n
est' Yoo 1 4 v eplg L
®%s we rode inio Hansi, a Lown of x8,000 inbabitants, gardsns
rose about us full of deep shade and fruil trees—mango, guava,
pomegranale, and peach, 1he peach all sprayed with pink blossom,

* Vilage tanks vary in size with the lie of the ground and the size of
the village; they may be as large as a London square.

# T hear of & very similar case in a Lancashire village. The local grave.
yard had 1o be enlarged, and for this purpose a large number of tiee stumps
had to be dug up. The local parson persuaded each household to make
itself responsible jor the diggmg up of one stump, which it could ejther do
itself or pay half a crown {o have done. The stumps were apportioned by
lot, each being numbered (1934).

8 Ci. Aristolle, Pofitis, v, 11 (trs, Jowett): ‘In all wise states, if
there is a want of {ure water and the supply is not all equally good, the
drinking water ought to be separated from ‘that which 18 wsed for other
purposes.’
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Hansi is one of the oldest places jn India, and the canal, made by
Feroz Sheh in 1355, the oldest in the Punjab, Afier the arid
wastes of last week, it is a most delectable spot. Yet—such are
the times we live in—ten days ago a bomb was thrown into the
courtyard of the police station and exploded violently, but happily
without damage.

o February—Hansi to Sorkhi (10 miles)

To-day we were mostly amongst humble folk—tanners, shoe-
makers and market gardeners. A party of itinerant tanners,
trained by the Department of Industries, were
showing their fellows in Hansi better and cheaper
ways of tanning, Thanks to fine cattle, no hides and skins in the

rovince are as good as those of Hissar, but no leather is worse,

ullundur is far away and its hides and skins are much inferior,
yet the leather made from them sells here to advantage. This
mefficiency on the part of the local tanners is ascribed to laziness,
and it is not the first time on this tour that bad work has been
explained in this way.*

Of the fifty present at our meeting, thirteen were shoemakers
and the rest Chamdirs* and Khdtiks, dealers in hides and skins,
respectively. In Hindu India, no two castes, one might almost
say no two persons, are on exactly the same level. In this case
the Kh4tiks are slightly superior to the Chamdérs, presumably
because they do not touch the hide of the sacred cow.

Excluding the shoemakers, all but five members are in debt,
but since their credit is low and debt follews credit,3 only thirteen
owe more than Rs. 100.  As usnel interest rates vary with security :
a man who owns his own house (like one who owns land) can borrow
at 18} per cent, but others have to pay 374. Of the five not in
debt three were Chamér brothers. They were surprisingly pros-
perous, and the fact that one has saved Rs. 4,000 shows what can
be achieved even in the humblest circumstances, Their prosperity
was put down to robust bodies and hard work, In a hot climate,
to work hard a man must be strong, and as most can keep out
of debt only if they work hard, debt and health are closely connected.
It was depressing to find that even in the case of the three brothers
the slow fruits of toil and thrift were devoured by custom. Two
years ago one of them spent Rs. 800 on the matriage of a
daughter (aged 12), and another bought a second wife, the first

Tanners

* Cf pp. 38, 65, 117 . )

2 Ona of the largest castes in the district and very numercus in all districts
south of the Beas,

3 Peasant, 322,



68 IIISSAR

being childless, for Ra, 423, paying Rs, 200 to her father and the
rest {0 her first hushand, who was tired of her,

Engquiry shows that a Chamir cams gbout Rs. 15 a month,
and a Khitik Rs. 20: luck or hard work may bring in anather
5 or xo rupees & month, This is much what the village artisan
earns,’ and a family of four can live on il. Both Chaméir and
Khitik live on wheat in the hot weather, and in the cold on wmillet
{bagra), which they like for ils heating properties. Thoy rarely
drink milk, and the three brothers are the only ones who can
afford to keep a cow. In spite of this however (like the Jats of
Sirsa?) they declared they got enough 1o eat.

Without the canal, Hansi were nothing. Girt with orchards
and fields of vegetable and cane, it presents a complete contrast
Imbemal to the desolate country through which we have been
fuming Uiding most of the woek. There the farming was as

extensive as any to be seen in the Punjab, but hers
it is almost as intensive as the cultivation round Amriisar and
Jullundur3 The zaildar, a Ghanr Brahmin, showed us land which
before the slump vielded Rs. 500 (£37 x0s. an acre). He had just
sown 4} acres with paunda cane and melons and had already spent
over Rs. x,000,% ihough so [ar nothing could be scen boyond
innumerable litile ridges of well-piled carth, He expectls to recoup
himself entirely from the melons, which will be ready for the
market in two months' tme, snd to make o clear profit out of the
paunda, much loved by the chewer of cane for ils soft rind and
sweel juice. He has aboul 20 acres under vegetables and cate,
and in the city Lhere arc six others who have as much or moreS
But mnch capital is needed, and il does not always pay, Thrce
years ago his accounts showed a prafit of RS, 4,000 ; next year he

1 p. 267,
2 p. 134,
3 See Rusiticus, 19T,
4 Thus :—
Rs.
Mannre (including iransport charges) .. .. 429
Seed (o) paunda cane .. e ve 276
(b) miscellaneous .. . . v 37
Sand for soil (inclnding u'ansporl:) . . . g0
Rentfotlnnda.ndwa.ar . .. . 84
Labour .. “ o . . . 92
Fencing . “ . . . 20
Hinng of plougha . “ . e . 50
Miscellaneous .. . . . “ . I0
Total .. . . 1,088

3 About twenty have ten acres or more,
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just made ends meet, and last year, owing 1o the fall in prices, he
was down Rs, Boo.*

Much capital is needed if only for the manure, of which, for
instance, 400 to 500 maunds are required for a gingle acre of cane,
The capitalists of Hansi buy up the city refuse and the night-sail,
which (after being decomposed by water) even a few Brahmins
use. But those who cannot afford to do this buy manure from
the villages round, and the M4li? tenants of a village we were in
this afternoon said that they got it free from unirrigated villages
ten or filteen miles away, where it cannot be used for want of|
sufficient rain to rot it inlo the soil. Like the market gardeners
in the central Punjab, they also manure their onions with the
ash of the dung-cakes. At the moment they are sowing melons
and karele* intermingled with cane, and they expect to pay all
their expenses (about Rs. 350 an acre) from the two former and make
a clear profit out of the cane. They also grow cotton, potatoes,
vegetables and chillies, and in the hot weather, like many others,
ihey fatten stock, buying in the spring and selling in the antumn.
They Have, in fact, a well-balanced system of mixed farming.
under which alone the smiall holder who would live entirely by the
land can be prosperous. This was reflected in their bank. In
most of those we have seen on this tour loan business has been
brought almost to a standstill by the stamp. The few exceptions
have nearly all been societies whose members had some resource
apart from their farming, such as military employment or weaving.
This sociely was different : thanks to the variety of their farming,
it is still thoroughly alive and in the last twelve months has made
fifty-eight loans to its forty-seven members. This is largely
due to the variety of their farming, and they have suffered less
than most from the slump, which has pulled down the price of
garden produce proportionately less than that of cereals and cotton.’

* Three other gentlemsn who keep accounts kindly gave me the following
approximats figures —

Area cultivated Profit (or loss) Rs.
acres 192 1929 1930
(i) 4 3,000 600 nil.
(it 21 32,500 2,000 1,000 (loss)
{12} I 3,000 1,000 800 (loss)

2 In 1g3o the city refuse was sold for Rs. 4,359 as against Rs. 2,555 in
1929, which suggests that the depression 1s leadng to more intensive cultivation
(see p. 25).

S A caste of market gardeners; in this district all Hindus.

4 Momardica charaniia.

4 * The biggest fells in price have happened to ihe important old stapls
commadities, like wheat and oats and cotton' (The Listensr, 27 December _|
1933, 992)-
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In Hansi they have an excellent market near al hand, and they can
also send their cane by lorty to Rohtak forty wiles away, and some
of their vegetables (gourds and Bhindi,* ele)) go as far us Bikaner,
over zoo miles awsy® It is surprisiug how far vegetables travel:
peas go from Agra to Bombay, which is over Sou miles, Cop.
sidering how importanti vegelables are to the small holder and also
to the healih of the tuwn dweller, and that they cunnot be grovm
on auy scale without good wmarkets, everylhing possible should
be done to encourage their eultivation by the grant of transport
facilities and {avourable freight rates’

Intensive farming has many advantages. Not the least in a
heavily populated country is that it provides employment for so
much labour. Much of the work can, and even must, be done by
band, and in this village 20 acres can be worked with o single
yoke of oxen. Another advantage in the case of lenants is that
they cannot be constantly shifted, for no one will put a large
amount of labour and manure into land if he is likely to be turned
out at the end of a year or two, In this village leases are for o
year only, but they arc automacically renewesd unless there is some
obvious reason for not doing so. This is much better for both
land and tenani than the common practice of shifting tenanis
every few years.t

We saw our first monkey to-lay, a sign thal we ave approtching
Hindustan ; also our first pig, Jean and bristly, o veritable outcast
amongst hogs. They are kept fur the Delld market, but secing
how they feed—wherever the rabbish is thickest—-1 do not envy
those who cal country pork in the ITmperial capital, Near them,
on the same bare brown carth, but oh| how different, strutted
peacocks arrayed like Emperors,

% Hibiscus ssculenus.

2 Enquiry made on my behalf in Hansi suggosts that about 25 per cent
of its vegotables, etc., is consnmed locally, and another 23 per cent is sent
23 far a8 DBikaner and Alwar. The rest goes io Rohtak, Bhiwani, and
\Rawari. atc, (1031).

"3 The recent enquiries made by Sir John Megaw (Directar General of the
Indian Medical Servics) into diet in India show that, though the quaml:‘r?
of food is generally sufficient, its quality is inadequate (Consus of India, 1931).
The gmng of vegetables emphasized in Rusticus Loguitur (p. 354) ia therefore
more than ever important,

+ Cf. p. 132; alao of. p, 136.
-



CrartEr X
ROHTAK!
Drovent, FINANCE, SELF-TAXATION, AND LIVESTOCK
“The land . . . is a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof.

10 Febmary~Sorkhi to Maham (13 miles)

For the first time this month it was warm enough to breakfast in
the sun, But while the table was being made ready, an orderly
had to stand by with a bow to chase away the brown grey-legged
monkeys, which sported greedily round, It was a lovely day, and
above, the stagnant clouds, which have muddied the sky for days,
lay transformed into a fleet of white skiffs becalmed on a blue sea.
Below there was nothing to break the monotony except a broad-
spreading hump, where for a short distance the white road bent
upwards. A little beyond it we found half a dozen horsemen
waiting to receive us. Here was the boundary of Hissar, and we
entered Rohtak, The western half, which is largely unirrigated
and has a rainfall of only 16 inches, is suffering from prolonged
drought, which had just begun when T last visted this part of the
‘world,? and my main object in riding through it is to get some idea
of what this means to the peasant. We therefore got off our horses
at the first village we came to {Bhani Mahardjapur) fo bear bow the
people had fared. We sat on the plinth of a large masonry well,
and despite our protests a peasant made us sit upon his homespun
shawl, The villagers gathered quickly round us, all more or less
‘locked out’ by nature, The fields were bare, and there is little to
be done but look after the cattle, These now have plenty to eat;
as the last harvest was a good one ; but in the five harvests befﬂre;
that only 14 per cent of the cultivated area matured:* that is to)
say, in two and a half years less than one-fifth of their arable la.nd
paid a dividend, And they have been hard put to it o keep their
only other asset, their cattle : in the worst year 200 were sent away

T Area 1,797 square miles,

% Numbers xiit, 32.

3 Rusheus, 140, 144,

4 An average of 251 out of 1,435 acres, roughly the canal-irtigated area
{240 acres).

pi ]
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1o graze elsewhere, and the 668 they had three vears ago have been
reduced Lo 438, Flow, then, have they got {through P Government,
has helped them by suspending the lund veveuue twice ; and out of
a population of 631, 6o Jats and neatly 1o0 village servants have
gone off to find work clewhere- weslwards into Bikaner ang
porthwards lo Bhatinda, and a few even to Lahore, Those that
remain have enough to eal, but many have come to the end of thejr
grain and are buying millet. No muoriage has taken place for two
years, but marriage cannot be put off indefinitely and a boy is to
be married in ten days’ iime. I will cost only Rs. 300, but, as
ever, some of the amount will have to be borrowed. Throughout
borrowing has been the great resource, and the 127 families in the
village have raised Rs. 22,000, thus :—
Hs,

200 cattle sold .. . . e .. 10,000 (round) 7
jewellory pawned . . .. - 4,000 (round)
and mortgaged v - v . 8,629%

Riding on was no greal pleasure with a dusty road and a
following wind and many horsemen behind, The dusl rose in
clouds and, when we walked, swiflly oulstiipped us:
but it was our firsl warm day aud the wind rustled
melodiously in the pipal frees by ihe roadside.
Before us on o low hill rose the ancient {ownlet of Maluun with
a large white-domed mosque crowning the swnmil,  Anwongst
those waiting 1o receive us was a refired oflicer who, seciug me on
a harse, flatleringly deplored the habit of the motor, of which I
have already spoken® With wide gesticuluting arws he drew
a vivid picture of the days when offieers came ont horseback,  * Then
we all rode out 1o meet them, and it was a tamasha for people to
sec us ride by, Now they come in molors and pass so quickly
that they dp not sec us and we do not sce them.”  The zoildar said
the last Sahib io come here on a horse was the ‘ Financial '3 That
was four years ago; and before that he could remember no one
since the war.

Motor and
horse

1x February. --Maham to Lahli (15 wmiles)

To-day we left ithe Grand Trunk road which runs from Delhi
to Muitan, and which we firsl met at Sirsa. A dusty deeply rutted
road was not a very comfortable exchange, and we

Bduoatlon  oove seven hours on the way. Four of them we

* The amount advanced on mortgage (Rs. 1,374) bas been deducted.
‘The figures take no acconnt of unsecured loans, but these are now got with
difficulty,

2 p. 154,

% Financial Commissioner.
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spent at a Jat village called Bahalba, and our meeting there took
place in the courlyard of the Primary school. A round hundred

were preseni, and leaning aver the mud wall that surrounded us

half 2 dozen women in red shawls watched the proceedings. These

started with a poem composed by the headmaster, the secretary

of the bank, and sung by two small boys, one dressed in trousers

1o longer white and the other in khaki shorts and yellow stockings

blossoming at the top into purple and red. In such scholastic

surroundings talk about education was inevitable. Although

there has been a school here for twenty years and the village has;
600 houges, only 73 boys out of a possible 250 are at school, and in,
1he lasi five years the number of pupils has increased by & bare five. |
Of the hundred present only seven, six of them soldiers, could read

and write and no one had read, beyond the sixth clags. We asked

a few why they did not send their boys to school. One who had

a boy of six replied: ‘ There is loss (fofz)." ° His boy is at work

collecting dung,’ exclaimed someone in the crowd. Another with

three sons said : ‘It is my poverty : what else could itbe?’ And

go said a third,

Technically, primary education for the peasant is free, but
actually it costs something appreciable for books, stationery, and
dost of clothes, as is shown by the following figures (for
sohoong  © year) given us lo-day i—

Rs.
2 sets of books .. 6

(twu sets requu'ed as boys are destructwe)
i’esns, ;a or and ink .

{at 8 annas a month for e:ght months)
Clotheg :—

1 coat for the cold weather
1 coat for the hot weather

6 shirts

6 pyjama trousers 8

VWO R

4 puggarees e e e e
3 pan-sofshua (atR.e 1 to 1-4 each) e .. 38

Total e o ‘e . Rs. 37

Only Rs. 5 of this expenditure would be necessary if a boy did not

go to school. Accordingly, even with no fees to pay, schooling
costs over Rs. 30 a year, a sum which is more than most have to pay/
as land revenme. Moreover, when harvests are bad, land revenu

‘can be suspended and even remitted, and during the last three years
the former has been freely done in this tract; but these charges
cannot be suspended, still less remitted. Then there is the old
difficulty—who is to graze the cattle? And in a cattle district
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like Rohiak or IMissar there are plenty of cattle to glaze. One can
underatand, therefore, that for the ordinacy peasant eduration
and drought do not go well together, Yet there is keenness to
learn, and for two years many grown-ups allended a night school,
which has anly been closed for want of funds.

1 have so often had to comment critically on educated young
men who rofluse to go back to the land thal il was refieshing to find
thal a Sergeant's son, who had read up to the eighth class was
farming and was well spoken of. * Fle was weak at first, bul now—
six years later—he is full of strengih and does everything methodi-
cally (sutra). He ploughs straighi—strajght as a bullet.’ People
were much more critical of three young men we met in another
village, who had passed ihrough the same class and were also farm-
ing. ' They are too weak for that,’ said their neighbours, * They
do not work with the charsa,” they do not cul the harvest, they
cannot even milk the cows; when il is hot, they fear for their
health and run off to Delhi’' The four years spent in a boarding
house had proved their undoing, for boarders are completely cut
off from outdoor village life. The holidays should miligate this,
but the holiday task leaves no lime for work in the fields3

Tinding an Apgarwil money-lender present, 1 made him squat
al my side and asked him about his business. Thysically he was

{ypical of his kind, hoavy and soft in build and with
lﬁnm“:i' pin Choeks like small welons, but under bis closely-
business knitled brows were such shrewd kindly eyes that T folt

al once ihat 1 liked hima. In his husiness, ioo, he is
true 1o type, combining money-lending, shop-keeping, and grain-
dealing ; and be s sufficiently well-lo-@o to he able 1o advance
"Rs. 10,000 to the commission agents of a market town in the central
Punjab, where he has another shop. He charges these only 6 per
cent, bul his zemindar clienis never less than 12, beceuse {as he
gaid) ‘ their money doos not come back for six months, and if the
harvest is bad, not for a year; and when there is drought, not
perhape for years’; meaning in the last case that ihe {ull amount
would probably not be repaid. Nothing to speak of has come back
for threa years, but in the markel town money comes back quickly,
and he has never lost anything there. As a rule he charges zemin-
dars 18¢ per cent but like others he takes less from those who

* There are four classes in the Prunary, four more m the Middle, and
two (the mnth and tenth) i the High school

2 Large leather bucket used at a well,

3 See pp. 70, 0I.

4 The ordiary rato for Tatsm this tract : 1he thriftless Meos or Gurgaon
have to pay 24 and even 374 per cent.
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repay within a year. The evidence of this tour shaws canclusively
that in the village, as in the town, punctual dealing secures favour-
able rates” ) '

As more than a year's interest was in arrears in the bank,
I asked him how he was faring in this respect.

‘ Before the drought my money used to come in, but sinee it
began I have had nothing, and now I have nothing to advance,
not even if jewellery is pawned.”

‘ Do you think that a bank should go on advancing when theres
is o prospect of early repayment ? ’

‘ Yes, money must be given for food and drink and for cultiva-
tion ; otherwise the cultivator could not live.

*Can he not sell his cattle ? ’

' But there are no purchasers : no one comes to buy anything.’

* If you had money now, would you lend il ?’

‘ Certainly, I would.’

‘One more question, Sethji. You have seen our bank and
its ways. Do you think its ways good or your ways? ’

‘ Your ways are good,’ he replied courleously ; ‘ your accounts
are clear, ours are not.’

‘ Then why do you. not give up money-lending and put your
money with the bank ? ’

‘ There is much produce (pasdawar) to be made out of the
zemindars.’

This provoked a burst of laughter ; also some caustic comment
on the money-lender's habit of over- or under-valuing the zemindar's
produce in his accounts, as suits him best.

* If grain is eighteen seers in the market and we want to buy it,
be writes down fourteen seers.’

‘No, not fourteen,’ said the money-lender deprecatingly,
‘only sixteen.’ Urged once more to give up money-lending, he
replied with a smile of his hali-closed eyes—' If I give it up, my sons
will start it again,’ words which melted ell criticism into warm
friendly laughter. Relations between bania and zemindar here
and hereabouts are friendly enough, and they attend each other’s
weddings. This is far from being the case throughout the district,

Prolonged drought raises the difficult question, how far should
a co-operative society finance its members when their ordinary

T Bes pp. 100, 104, 146.
2 A little later I was given the following figures based on the accounts
of g7 rural money-lenders of the district (44 in Jhajjar tahsil) in 1g2g-30
Amount ad . . .- .. 18§ lekhs,
Interest {4} stipulated . .. . 15 per cent.
b) actually vealized . .. 51 per cent.
1930-1 was much worse owing to the slump and the continued drought;
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eredils are exhansted and their agriculiural work is
Co-oporative  ai a slandstill? The poliey followed by the money-
gf:lf;;t“d lenders has been to acvance freely in (he first year,
tighten their money-bags in the sceond, and in the
1hird to open them only so far as wus necessary to keep old clients
in lcash. Village banks have varied according io their vigour,
Ouly the mosl vigorous have advanced anything malerial during
the last year, and many have advanced nothing for two years.
Circnmstlances cerlainly justify the greatest caulion: ai the same
time, it is essential that everyone should be able to work again
directly the drought breaks, and most intclligent co-operators
I have met therefore think that loans should nol be stupped alto-
gether but confined to advances for plough butlocks, sced, and food,
The need [or bullocks and seed gocs without saying, and loans for
{food are necessary, for someone must stay at home to look after
the cattle and be ready to take the plough out on the first fall of
rain. The difficully about bullocks is thal, like the plough, they
must be ready for immediate use, and for this purpose loans have
1o be given in anticipation of rain, and if Lhe rain docs not come
repayment mwst be indefinitely poslponed. There is general
agreemont that loans for other purposed shoukd nol be given, so
thal ne one who can gel emplayment clsewhere should be enabled
to idle al home, This, in brief, is the policy we are lollowing.
Like many Rohtak villages Bahalbe is large, compact, and
dirly, and stands so high (hat 3 is visible for miles rownd, and from
the middle of it rise o number of square massive
A village olub 1iidings which recall the strongholds of o medicval
Ttalian city. The most siriking of these iy a chowpal buill icn years
ago by one of the four quarters (pawna) into which the village is
divided, ai a cost of Rs, 12,000, Worlss of this kind abound and are
the best evidence of the strength still retained by ihe village com-
munity in this part of the province, but so far I have never come
across expenditure on so lavish a seale. The way the amount was
raised is instructive. By general consent a poll tax of Re. 25 was
laid upon every male residing in the cighty or ninely houses of
the quarter, and as this was not suflicieni for the purpose, messengers
were sent out to the twenly-four villages of the neighbourhood with
which the quarier has marriage lies o ask for contributions. It
must be explained that at a marriage each guest makes a contribu-
tion,® generally only a few rupees, to the expense of the wedding,
and the compliment is returned when he has a marriage in his own
house. Careful account is kepl of the sums reccived, so that all
concerned may know how much has been given and how much must
* Called neonda, neota, or tambol (see p, 4).
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be given in return. As the chief use of a chowpdl is to provide
accommodation for marriage parties, the same principle was applied
in the present case. The well-to-do in the twenty-four villages
gave separate sums, and the rest clubbed their rupees together in
& joint subscription. All the arrangements were made by a panch-
ayat, on which every section (fola) of the quarter had a representa-
tive, and when it was finished the panchayat was dissolved. Jhere
is no permanent body to setile disputes in the village—" eyes do not
meet '—but whenever any collective activity is undertaken, a
panchayat is appointed for ihe purpose, and this is characteristic
of the district.

The chowpél was unlike any that I have seen before. Built
round a courlyard with two colonnades of pillars and arches, one
above the other, and the whole roofed in, it resembled a small
Ialian palazeo, and the likeness was heightened by the frescoe
paintings {done by masons from Maham), which made wall and arch
glow with reds, blues, and greens. The paintings suggested a
talented child of ten and gave a lively view of past and present life,
On one wall Rajput and English were engaged in mortal combat,
the English very fierce with jet black moustaches and sharp-
pointed noses ; and on another wall, a marriage party headed by
the bridegroom was approaching a row of not very exciting ladies
who were singing songs of welcome to the strains of a village band.
Meantime, the young men and maidens of the village had joined
hands in a dance, and so many were they that two walls of the court
could hardly contain them. ‘ Wasthat ever your custom ? ' I asked
remembering the tedious, slow-moving nautch i which wornan
alone takes part. An old Puritan shook his head.  No, that is not
lawful: the picture was made by someone’s folly” There are ten
other chowpéls in the village, and one had cost almost as much
as this one. Both were built in the days of good harvests and high
prices when money was plentiful and village vied with village. The
sad thing is that once built they are no better looked after than
the humblest houses, The one we saw to-day looked like a palace
turned slum. Many of the paintings were tarnished, and old string
beds were the only furniture. Lying on some of them were sleepers
completely concealed by their bedding, ' They come for peace,’
we were told : ‘ they are quieter here than in their houses.” The
chowpAl is the village club, and as with more fashionable clubs one
of its attractions is its facilities for an afternoon nap.

Continuing our march we picked our way across country
brown and bare as mangy camel-back, but at Lahli we came upon

1 Mansion.
124
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a canal and saw young wheat strelching away in wide green fields
to the seiting sun.

12 February.—Lahli fo Beri (15 miles)

We were soon out of our ocasis and riding once more through
a sterile world, and the north-west wind, which has pursned ns
since Sirsa, filled mouth, nose, and eyes with gritty dust scraped up
by our horses. It helped, however, to keep us cool, and this was
welcome, for the last two days the sun has shown a touch of its
latent power. We were still on the great plain, but towards the
end of our march it began to heave with a hint of approaching hills.

Our bank inspection took us to a small tumble-down village
{Gaddi Balila) inhabited by Muslim Rajputs and dominated by

a large mosque with three domes. Finished in 1924,
The '::Egt‘lﬁg it took seven years to build: ' We did it as we had
means.” As usnal a panchayat was appointed but of
only threc members, one for each quarter, (The founder of the
village had three sons, and the deseendants of each live scparately.)
There was no formal levy as with yesterday’s chowpél, bul cvery
houschold subscribed Rs. 25, 15, or § according 1o its means, Some
, contributed in kind, and a large owner gave 400,000 bricks, T is
* astonishing what large sums villages will raise for ends they regard
as imporiant. This one has only sixly or scventy houses, and they
speni Rs, 10,000 or more than twelve times the annual land revenue
(Rs. 800). Herein lies a good means of reconstructing village life.
Bui the villager must first be persuaded that reconstruetion is
important.*

For the third time on this lour we saw tame geese waddling
past. They were the joini property (shamslat) of the village, and
so litile does the peasant regard economics and its
money-making Jote that they are kept ¢ for beanty '
Even their eggs are not ealen, and, once only iwo, they have now
become six. A Subedar I met early in this tour also kept geese
for aesthelic reasons, or, as he put it, * for pleasure ’. It seems that
they are sometimes used instead of watchman or watchdog, and
the Subedar told me that he had just given one away to a fakir
for this purpose ; which put me in mind of the sacred geese who
saved the Capitol from the night attack of the Gauls. No doubt
they were kept there for the same purpose, and I am informed that
in the hills of the Jura the French peasant still uses them in the
same way.

Geose

z C_g. P 39 and Rushicus, 150,
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In accordance with the custom of the tract, poultry are kept
only by menials. ‘ They are unclean (nspak), and it is not according
Poultry and 1o our law to keep them.'

Pharid ‘But in the north men keep them, and there
men are Muslim.’

“There they may be clean : here they eat dirt and put their
beaks into our dishes, The cat, too, eats them.™ When the
peasant speaks of something not being according to his ‘law’,
what he means is that it is not according to his custom, But with
him custom, though often deriving from convenience or izzat or
mere imitation, has the force of law, and also its infinite variety.
In Shakargarh at the foot of the hills many Muslim Rajputs
(which these men are) keep pouliry; yet in the same area, if a hen
strays into the house of a Hindu, Rajput, he purifies the room defiled
with the dung of the sacred cow, and he will not even eat eggs.
The president of a Banking Union explained this by saying that
a Rishi had once been so much troubled by a hen that in his wrath
he cursed her, saying : ‘ Ever shalt thou eat offal, and whoever eats
thee shall surely go to hell.’ And in grealer or lesy degree this
seemns to be the attitude of the arthodox Hindw towards the hen,
and where Hinduism still dominates, the Muslim {00 has his
scruples.

In the province as a whole there are, broadly, three attitudes

[towards poultry, North of the Jhelum, most zemindars keep

cock and hen, and there is real cock-crowing at dawn, and they
sell both birds and eggs. From the Jhelum to the Ravi and in
the south-west, they may keep poultry but will not sell eggs. In
the centre and south-east, they think it derogatory and, if Hindus,
irreligions to do either, and the feeling is often so strong that even
the village servant will not keep them, unless it be the sweeper,
who is too lowly to boggle at anything* And nowhere in the
province is the keeping of more than a few birds general3 In
the north and west they are largely kept that meat may be ready
for the unexpected guest. How different is all this from the

t Cf. p. go.

* These boundaries are only rongh indications. In Mignwali thera is
some objection to the selling of eggs but not of pouliry.

3 At Buchhal Kalin in the Salt Range (p. 42) the doctor kept as many
a8 fifty, and the Subedar 300 until disease decimated them, When he stopped
keeping them, This, however, is exceptional, and 1n a Rawalpindi village
{Turkwel) in the Gujar Khan ighsil, which is the best area for poultry in the
province, a census {aken (at my instancs) in 1932 showed that 173 houses
had 226 birds and 6oz chickens, and that no one had more than four hens
or twenty-five chickens; and in another village in the same ares, 109 persons
were found to have only 131 birds, but not long before they had lost god
from disease. Disease (not the cat) is the great ensmy of poultry in the
Punjab (cf. Ruiliiss, 258, 263, 313, 317, 357)-
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European peasant, and can the Indian bope for anything like
an European standard of living in the citcumstances ?*

Tor the small holder who is nol wholly or in par! o market
gardener ihe answer is emphatically no, unless he keeps some other
kind of livestock. In this village, and in many
S:lggl% n‘“d others in this catile-loving iract, the people very

sensibly purchase young or lean stock at a fair and
sell them a year later well fatlened with velch (gwer). They have
two bulls, ane of them provided by the bania of a village three
miles away. He let it Joose on the death of his fathier and for two
months during the drought supplied it with four scers® of milk
a day, and also with ghi. This time it was not a case of aesthetics
but of religion, for he did it primarily to acquire merit. ‘ But why
did he give your village the bull when he is a Hindu and you are
Muslims ? ’

* Because he has money dealings wilh us,’ was Lthe unexpected
reply. The arrangement serves a double purpose.  Placed amongst
the money-lender’s clienls, the bull is well looked efler, aund at the
same lime by increasing and improving their catlle lie makes it
casier for thom 1o repay 1hoir Joans.

As far norlh as the Jhelum we found Muslim Rajputs, pre-
sumably on account of their Hindu ancestry, oceasionally relepsing
bulls {0 acquire merit.?  Here under the double influence of Hiudx
ancestry and "2 ‘Hindu atmosphers they do 1t oftener; but they
can only afford to set {rce young buflaloes. TFollowing Hindu
custom, too, most will not sell cows that have grown old in their
service. ‘There would be taunting {famah) il we sold o cow after
having had much profit from her,” Very sensibly they discriminate
between cows that hiave served them well and those that become
pramaturely barren. ‘ Then without doubt we will sell even to
a butcher : why should we naot when we have had no profit from

1 Unforlunately il is not known how many pouliry there are in the
province, but in 1932 the Poultry Experl estunated (in roply to my en.quig)
that there werc ‘ very agg;:ximately forty fowls of all ages per hundred of the

opulation ’. Ogr this , the rural population being about 20+ 5 millions
En 1931}, the number of birds in the vilfage would be about eight millions.
nd for ali thess there is only one expert, and he is stationed at Gurdaspur,
where the ordinary zomindar will nol even keep poultry, in [act almost in
sight of the Hindu Rajputs quoted above | It is dificult now to move him
and his office, but another expert is cleasly needed for the north, which is
the real centre of possibility.  In my opinion, %gu_lgyh ing_has a_very
ptler standas

fmportant part to play in the development of & by of uving for,
o pEaBait ; ani Ve reasons for this View I IHe acfoiint of my last
ur (5., 356). My axperienco on this tour and subsoquent onquirles have
served only 1o strengthen this conviction (1934).

* A litte over three quarts.
3 See p. 4.
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her? Also we eat this meat ourselves.’ And a lusty voice added :
‘ Who will keep a barren woman? Who then will keep a barren
cow?' A remark which set all fifty of us laughing loudly. If
only the Hindu would discriminate in the same way, cattle-breeding
south of the Sutlej would be much easier.

But if religion prevents Hindus taking life whether cows are
good ot bad, it also disposes them to special effort to preserve it in
times of stress. Last year at Beri, when the drought was at its
worst and only eleven seers of fodder could be had for a rupee as
against eighty now, many Banias 'dropped’ fodder in the way of
the more famished beasts, and four of them spent from Rs. 1,000
to 2,000 in provisioning the open spaces where the cattle collect
every morning for the day’s grazing. Many animals were kept
alive in this way, and better still it drew together Bania and Jat,
who in this district are much opposed. This is not an isolated case,
for the same was also done at Bhiwani in Hissar.®

In a tract much given to cattle-breeding and the fattening of
stock, facilities for purchase and sale are essential. In both Rohtak

and Hissar, therefore, many cattle fairs are held and
Outflo fairs attended by buyers from far and wide—Pathans

from the north, Sikh Jats from the central districts,
zemindars from those south of the Sutlej, and dealers from across
the Jumna and as far south as Agra. Generally corupetition is
brisk and good prices rule, but owing to the drought and slmn_p_itﬁx_e
supply at present greatly exceeds the demand, and zémindars who
Have just been to the fair at Dujéna say—' Not a purchaser came.”
In the village, cattle are often sold on credit, but at fairs, as dealings
are largely between strangers, cash has to be paid, hard cash too,
not notes. To meet the demand for rupees, which may run to
some lakhs, the District Board contracts with a trader to exchange
notes for cash and allows him to charge a small commission on each
transaction. This is all very primitive, but the peasant cannot
read and is so ‘ mad ’ (as it was said) that he cannot tell a good note
from a bad, and would never notice if the two halves of a note
did not tally, There is danger, too, from the cattle. A Jat left
his shawl lying on the ground with some notes tied up in a corner
of it (homespuns have no pockets). The last thing he had secreted
ihere was gur, and a pleasant aroma still lingered about it. This

i Pb. Bkg Engy. Ept, 138,

2 The enquiries made during my tour suggest that by March 1931 cattle
prices had f:l.qlen from 20 10 30 per cent, but at {he farr held at Jabazgarh
(Rohtak) ebout that time the price of bullocks dropped 43 per cent, aver:

Rs. 45 as against an average of Rs 79 for the three previous years Buffaloes
dropped only 27 per cenl, probably because with the lower cost of feeding,
milch cattle’ are now 1 greater demand i the town (1931).

12
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attracted the atiention of a passing cow, and that was the end of
the noles. I can well belicve 1he tale since the same fale once
befell a statstical fragment (in mannscript) of The Pungab Peasant,
which I had imprudently left in a tent pilched in the grounds of
the Secretariat at Lahore.”

13 February.—Beri to Jajjar (9 mtiles)

Half the day—len to two—was spent with forty-five Jats of
Beri, all Hindus and eighteen of them cx-soldiers. We met in 2

™" large upper room of the town hall—Beri has 8,000
Peasaut tradets ;1 palyitants—and amongst those sitting on chairs on
eitber side of me were a veteran Honorary Captain, a Risaldar, and
a Suboedar, all retired officers, In the verandah outside was a little
fleet of country-made shoes left by the many who squatted on the
floor. Fourteen of the latter were literate, and amongst them was
a Jal who had become a trader. He had been a Quartermaster-
“SergEam i the army, and the introduclion of the Tation system
during the war gave him an insight info business. In xgxy, when
prices went up with a rush, he opened a small shop and set up in the
grain markel as a comunission ageni. Tle has been engaged in it
over since, and one could see [rom his erect allilude as he sat on
the ground and his lean resolute face Lthat he had hoth capacily and
cenergy @ aud though bis only education was a smatiering of Hindi
picked up in the army, he had mado good, and with the help of
a soldier brother was cullivating his land as well. Seven more
have followed his cxample, and all agreed ihal they were beller
off than those who only cullivated. To prove this the Captain
got up, and advancing upon one of them seized his hand and pointed,
amid general laughter, 10 ithe gold rings on one of his fingers, Others
also trade and go off wilh their carts to big towns like Meerut and
bring back gur, colion, and seed, which they sell {o the shopkeepers
at asmall profit. Itis the old story of the small holder who canngt
live on his land. Land 5 unirigated and from 20 to 25 acres are
Tequired to engage a plough and a yoko of bullocks fully and support
a family of four or five,* Many have less then this; the Risaldar,
for example, 12}, and the Quartermaster only 1x acres, Such men
by combining trading with farming are often better off than those
with larger holdings, and I cannot recollect ever coming across
& peasant trader who was 1ot tolerabl§ Well-to-do.3

! The cow was accustomed to graze there, and this perhaps accounts
for her curious taste

% ALl T ngked in Rohtak and Gurgaon said much the same: most put
the area at about 21 acres (100 kachha bighas).

3 Compare, for instance, Buchha! Kaldn (p. 44)
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Although so much trading is done and three officers were
present, no one keeps a cheque book or even understands its use.
Aooounts Two, however, sometimes use drafts (hundis) for

remittance, and the Quartermaster keeps accounts of
his business on the three-book system, though not of his household
expenditure. Only the Captain and the Risaldar do this. More
_cultivators keep accounts than one would suppose. Near Tamn
Tarani T came upon a Sikh Jat who had kept them for his 120 acres
ever since he left the Khalsa College in 1016, and yesterday two
retired soldiers, a sergeant and a sepoy, told me they had regular
accounting years and balanced their accounts yearly.® The sepoy
has been doing this for the last fifteen years and said that whereas
just after the war he made a profit of Rs. 800, in each of the last
three years he has lost sums varying from Rs. 32 to 95. The
Sergeant also spoke of loss, amounting last year to Rs. 152-g.

Beri has suffered so severely from the drought that its land
revenuc has had to be suspended in five out of the last six harvests,
Tho drought Fortunately about 100 of its younger men are soldiers,

: and 100 of its older men military pensioners.” We saw
aud is %08 51 the Salt Range thal the army could bring pros-
perity : here it has been a shield against adversity and has saved
the people from acute distress. The fodder largesse of the Banias
has also helped, and jewellery has been sold, though to little advan-
tage, since in the south-east most of it is in silver and silver has
fallen heavily in price, Much carting, too, has been done, and
unemployed members of the family have gone off to the grain
markets to load and unload carts. ‘ Then Jats do not mind working
as coolies,’ I said. This was too much for the old Captain, to whom
the traditions of his race are dear. ‘Those who do that,’ he
exclaimed with warlike fire, ‘ are not Jats. _ Even at his last breath
a Jat will not do coolie watk,’ ‘They will not do this near their

omes, 5aid & pacilymg voice,  but they may if they are far away.’
The old war-horse gave another snort—' To us there is great hatred
of coolie work.! And so would the true Jat say all over the provinee,
Tt is only north of the Jhelum that the small peasant proprietor will
work freely in this way, and he, too, naturally likes his village to be
out of sight. This adaptability is one of the reasons why the
small holder is less indebted in the north than anywhere else?

In.prolonged drought great ecomomies must obviously be
practised, and where men depend for most of their food on what
their fields produce, the stomach feels the pinch at once. Muslims,

t Cf. pp. 168, 160, 2223 and Rusticus, 241, 2523, 269,
% Pgasank, 79-Bo,
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to some extet, can make up a shortage of grain by an increased
ration of meat, which the inevilable slwghter of
cattle makes cheap and abundant.! But the Hindu
Jal is a strict vegelarian and will not fouch aven
eggs. In spitc T Uils—he would say because of it—in courage,
endurance, and grit he is the equal of any meat-loving Muslim, and
I doubt whether in the whole world could be found a betier adver.
tisement for vegelarianism. He derives his great sirengthi afmost
“entirely froni the saered cow, and in listening to the details of his
daily diet one understood why the cow was sacred. The Subedar,
a sturdy broad-chested fellow of 43, said that the ration that suited
him besl was 1}* seers of milk a day with four ounces of ghi and
cight of cream, But the Subedar is better off than most, and the
ordinary Jat's diet was said 1o be half a seer of curds when he gets
up; another half-seer in the fields at ten o'clock ; three ounces of
ghi at mid-day, and from {hrec-quarlers to a seer of milk in the
evening ; plus, of course, bread (of millet in winter, and wheat in
sumuner], vegetables, sugar, and rice. But now bultermilk and
porridge (rebri) do duty for the morning curds, and Lhe ration of ghi
is veduced to half an ounce, and of milk o half a pound. No one
goes hungry, and as much is calen as belore—more Dbread, for
instance, now that less milk is available-~bul here is neither
quality nor variety. ‘The helly is filled, bul the body is nol
nourished.'
Then there are Lhe economies in dress, &hirls aro a few inches
shorter, dhotics less volwmninous, and for important occasions
people borrow each alher’s phunes.  Aud much more
Clothes spinning is done. In the Caplain's houso Lhe spinning
wheels are wiiirring egain afler Len years' silence, and four maunds
of yarn arve awaiting the weaver's loom. TFew families had given
up spiuning, but, as we have found elsewhere,’ most are working
their wheels harder {han before. In more prosperous times, the
clothes required for the bride and the mother-in-law were obtained
from the bazaar, but many now cannot afford to get anything in
this way. Cotton, too, is cheaper than it has been for years, and
women are taking advantage of this and of their holiday from field
work to spin yarn for their daughter’s trousseau, It is ome of the

Food and
vogstarianinm

T See Rusticus, 142. .

# Nearly 2} pints: a seer is 1} pints (32 oz.). Not everyome in the
East is fond of milk: cof, ' One intelligent Malay . . . explained that the
idea of drinking fresh milk was to him and many other people rather dis-
gusting. It was too near the cow’ (C. F. Strickland, Contrasts of tha Indian
and Malgyan Countyysids, lecture to Central Asian Soclety, T929).

3 Ci the Hissar Jats, 135.

+ Ci p. 34.
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few happy effects of the drought that their marriages are being
deferred.  With boys this is difficult : in the Punjab the shortage
of women is so great® that no father dare postpone the marriage
of 3 son once a suitable Bridé i§Tound ; but much less is being spent.
This process begafi affer the war, During the war many from
Beri served abroad and saw and heard many new things. When
they came back they called a panchayat, and it was decided that
there should be no more funeral feasts, that dowries should not
exceed Rs. 100, that the village servants should get only Rs. 11
instead of the customary Rs. 75, and that Jats should no longer
sell their daughters.* ‘Many speeches were made,’ said the old
Ceptain, now feeling well up-to-date, ‘ and we told the people that
to sell their daughters was as bad as being dacoits.’ .

The influence of the army upon the peasant has been one of the

things that have interested me most on this tour, and wondering
whether it extended to the zendna, I said cautiously :
z‘;lh: z’;ﬂg:m ‘1t is well known that your women work harder,
than any other women in the Punjab, perhaps hards;
than any in the world.’

‘ Yes, they work very hard; but they are not as strong as
they were. Before the drought they could lift two pitchers of
water on to their heads unaided : now they want help.’

 Those who do not live in Rohtak say you work your women
like slaves, and that they have no time to lock after their children.’

‘ No, not like slaves,’ said the Captain deprecatingly ; ‘ but itis
true there is no one to look after the children except the old men,
and all they do is to pat and pet them when they cry. But we are
trying to change this. Yet, if in a house there are only man and
wife, she must help him in everything, or the work will not be done.’

¢ Does a woman do all a man does ?’

‘ Yes, a woman does all a man does except plough, sow and
thresh—fof Ehese fhere is no custom—, and she becomes very
"Strong. Those who have much care taken of them cannot reach
the standard of our women. However, since the war we have been
trying to give them less work. Some give the work of manure to
the sweeperess; and the cutting of the thorn bushes for fuel and
for hedges has been forbidden by the panchayat. That is a matter
of izzat ; it is not well that a woman should go out into the ‘ jangal’
alone.’

' Who made these changes first ?*

t According to the census of 1931 males in the Punjab exceeded females
by 2+18 millions (total-population 23} millions).
2 Cf. the Bégri Jats on pp. 162, 163
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‘The soldicts, They have more care for these things, and
their homes are cleaner and hetier arranged than those of others,
Before the war women had no izzat and wen beat them with shoes
{general laughier), but now much Light has spread, and healing is
stopped, and a woman has two annas’ worth of jzzat, That is
because we went to Europe.’

1 had gained the information I wanied and we now slithered
into politics. The mass of the members had withdrawn, and on
those who sat on chairs were left. Amongsi the Jats driven forth
by the drought was one who had found a living by serving Congress,
They shook their heads over this, and when I asked whether the
ordinary villager knew anything about the political events of the day,
they said they all knew even about the Round Table Conference.
T asked what they thought of the Conference. ‘We cannot talk
about that here,’ said the Captain in mysterious {ones. And he
added significantly: ‘ Will you be free for interviews to-day?’
Unfortunately il was afier iwo, and I had still nine miles to ride
and much work to do. The officers accompanied me on foot to
the edge of the open plain, and when I got on to my horse, the dear
old Captain Sahib, raising his while puggaree and lifting i high
over his grizzled head, called oul in an cager high-pitched voice
almost cracking with loyally: ‘Ilip, hip, hurrah; Iip, hip,
hurrah’; and his wrinkled bearded face shone with boyish glec,
The {wo others responded with middle-aged decortn,
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JaT aND RAJPUT WOMEN—GOVERNMENT LoANS—CONSOLIDATION
or HoLpings

WE rode on talking, and observing nothing, because there was
nothing to observe. The brown plain lay around us and the west
wind followed us and gritty dust enveloped us. It was a country
of ‘thorns and briers and nigh unto cursing’® A Rohtak Jat
official on leave was with me, and apropos of what we had just
heard, I asked him about the life of the Jatni* He thoughl that
90 per cent were happy in their Homes and that hardly I per cent
were of bad character (badshalan], and he atiributed this to the
system of early marriage, which prevails in this Hindu tract.
He himself was married at eleven, and many Hindu peasants
believe themselves obliged by their religion to marry their daughters
before, or as soon as they reach the age of puberiy.# The Sarda
Act in making it illegal for a girl to be married under the age of
fourteen is trying to siop this,5 but last year in India, when it
was on the point of coming into force, children in their thousands,
even babes in arms, were formally married. Continuing, my
companion said : ‘ But what I will say is the greatest reason wh:
men and women live happily together in Rohtak is that_they look
upon themselves as the slaves of their hushands and think it
thelr dufy'mﬁmy know, an
claim no rights, And a great reason why they are virtuous is
that they work so hard.” No one who has worked hard will dispate
this. I asked him when his wife got up.

* She rises at four and grinds for one or two hours. When we
are all at home, she does ten seers a day, which takes about two
hours, And if she has no grinding to do, she says :—'* I have had
no exercise to-day: 1 cannot digest.” After the grinding she
heats the water for the bath, milks the buffaloes, cleans the house—
the sweeperess does the byre—and prepares the morning meal,

T Hebrews vi, 8.

4 Jat woman.

3 Ci. Rusticus, 40.

4 Cf. 1bud., 40, 103, 110

s For bays it forbids marmage under 18,

87
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And at different times during the day she sping, draws the waier
from the well and brings it in on her head, one pot sot upon another.’

* And docs she help in the field work as well °

‘ She helps in everylhing except ploughing and snwxng With
s it is o shamé Tor a married woman tu sow, for it would mean
that you have no man to do it for you: “ go and sow '—is thersfore
a term of abuse, and only widows do it. If a woman’s hushand
is away, she employs a Chamdr to do it for her.’

‘ With so much to do, how can she look after her children ?’

‘ She has too much work for that. She does not look after
hers.’

 When does she go to bed ?’

‘At ten. Six hours’ sleep is encugh for her, She is very
strong. She used to make the dung-cakes, but six or seven years
ago, as we were all cducated, we said it was not good, and now
the sweeper’s wife does it.’

*Is your wife then educated ?’

‘No. It is a matter of regret. If she were educated, she
would insisl on living with me, and il would be much better,
Now 1 leave her at home to look aller the family household, Most
men in Rohtak arc against the education of girls, Iearmg i wxll
fnake {hem less dopendent. In the contral Punjab (b is sorving ™
there) the women have some education, and they are the maslers
of their husbands. What is bad about an uneducated wifo is that
she cannol train or educate her children. Nor can she make good
arranpements (fudizem) for her house, or keop accounts of the
expensos. Nor does she keep things in order.  An educated woman
will sce that clothes are kept clean and the vessels spolless. And
she will give some iraining io her children, At present lhey
receive none—~none whatever. Thoy are allowed 1o relieve them-
selves how and when they please, and on ono occasion a boy in my
village fouled his bed after his bride came to live with him, and when
they heard of it the village langhed.’

14 February—Jhajjar o Zahidpur (9 miles)

At Jhajjar, a townlet of 12,000 inhgbitants, we were lodged
in the old fortified bungalow of a Nawab who took the wrong side
in the Mutiny and paid for it with his neck, I was awakened by
1he pleasant sound of water swishing on to the ground from the roof.
The rain hiad come at last ; but it soon thought better of it, and all
it gave was a bare quarter of an inch,

We left Jhajjar at three, and thanks to the rain were free
at last of the dust which has enveloped us since Sirsa, We also
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id . = hills, very low but clearly hills and promising
vm:p’gem" an end to the endless plain. We stopped at a
village called Sailina and found things in a bad
way. About a hundred were present, and most of them were
Jats, but they were very different from the Jats of the last fortnight.
Though still in Rohtak, we had suddenly passed into the atmosphere
O Gurgapn—=dirfy, Teckiess, and unhealthy. Bight ex-soldiers
were present, and looking at their physique one wondered how
any of them had got into the army. Even the most alert amongst
them was thin and narrow-chested, All the evils of an unhealthy
situation have been accentuated by a succession of bad harvests.
This time the complaint was not of too little water, but of too
much; forin the rains floods come sweeping down from the
neigkibouring hills and wash away the crops or make sowing
impossible. And when the monsoon passes, no more rain comes
for months and the spring harvest fails. There was much soreness
because their last revenue instalment had not been suspended
like Sailini’s, a village only a stone’s throw away. We called the
patwari, and when he said that the villagers could pay, they all
fell upon him. ‘ Were yon asleep when the crops were drowned ?’
His registers showed that half the crop had matured, but he admitted
that conditions in Saildna and Sailéni were identical. Saildni
however had another patwari |
Amongst the village servants, all but the weak and the aged
have left the village: half the Chamérs Havé goiie; "and Hifteen
out of seventeen families of sweepers have migrated to Jind,
65 miles away. The Jats still hold their barren ground : a few
went to Delhi in search of work but came back disappointed.
They have got through in the usual way, by selling cattle, jewellery,
and fodder, and by borrowing. The two villages sent 110 cattle
to this week's fair at Dujéna, but only two were sold. Though
they are Hindus, bullock and buffalo are freely sold,® but ‘only
one or half a one ' will sell a cow. When there is not enough for
them to eat ‘ they die at their pegs’,
Yesterday’s talk about the Jat woman set me wondering
whether it would not be possible to hear from her own lips what
she thought about life, and when a very discreet
hAog::hold middle-aged Indian colleague offered to help me, I
decided to make the attempt. The house selected was
that of a former headman who had fallen on evil days. Fifteen of his
sfxteen acres were mortgaged, and unable either to pay or to collect
the land revenue, he had hed to make way for another. His
house betrayed his poverty. The porch was just large emough
1 Cf. Rusticus, 19, 97, IIg,
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to hold a trough and a pair of bullocks ; the conrtyard corresponded,
and the verandah opening on 1o it was blocked with three beds
on which le, his wils, and five children sleep under three quilts,
Through the verandah was theic one voom, the nsual cave of
dorkness. The bins were empty, and lhey have to buy barley
for food, They make it into chapatis and eal it dry with boiled
greens wade from gram leaves, but withoud either buiter or ghi ;
and they have no milk, for their {wo cows have died during the
drought and no one has any milk for sale in the village*

The poverty was extreme, and small wonder, There have
been eight children, of whom five survive, The cldest was bom
when the mother was only x4, He is dead, so too the boy that came
after him, and the last to be born, a iwin, died five months after
birth. His brother remains, but it can hardly be for long. His
mother said he was in his second year, but he looked barely four
months old and at most 1o Ib, in weight. She is slill nursing
him—she has nursed all her children two to two-and-a-half years—
bul how can a mother nurse who drinks no milk? Even as we
talked, the little shrunken mite reached its Liny head down to the
parched breast aud groped about i vainly with hand and mouth,
I wos a sight 1o draw tears Irom slone, Yol why these eight
children ? That was the first canse of poverly.

The secend was like unto it,  The eldest daughter was married
twa years ago al the age of nine, and though the villuge was already
pinched with droughi, Rs. s00 were spont upon the wedding,
Rs, 200 were borrowed from the bank al x24 per cent, and because
the bank would giva 1o more, another Rs, 200 were taken from the
money-lender at 18§ per cenl, Needless to say, nol un auna has
been repaid. Much {he same was cdone when 2 son was married,
and now the ex-headman awes Rs, 848, most of which (Rs. 633)
bears interest at 183 ner cont.  He cannot blame his father for his
misfortunes, for he {P:ft no debts. Nor has he anything very
material to show for his daughter's wedding: no ornaments were
bought, the bridegroom was given Rs, 100 in cash, and one hundred
guests were entertained for two days.

So far we had been talking almost entirely o the husband,
We now turned to the wife. Married al the age of four—her
husband was nine—she had her first child at fourteen, and when
she was nursing her second daughter, they both got plague, and her
daughter still bears its mark, for her waist is only half the size
of her sister’s. In spite of their poverty both gitls (aged I and 8)
were wearing small gold nose rings. The mother gets up in the

T 'Even well-to-do families do withoul milk if they have no milch
cattle’ (Punjab Village Survsy, No, 3).
-
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twilight to grind ihe barloy, then washes herself and her infant,
nurses the infant, cleans the compound, draws the water, cooks
the breakfast, and takes ont her husband’s portion to the fields.
On her way back she brings in some fuel, spins for an hour or two,
draws more water, cooks the evening meal, and so0 on, ‘Do you
not feel tired at the end of all this?’

* One is used to it.’

' And do you never sleep by day?’

‘ For half an hour—only when it is hot.' In the cold weather
the infant is washed every day and the other children every three
or four days ; in the hot, all wash twice a day. Clothes are washed
twice a week, Despite all her poverty and care, the mother had
a certain air of refinement and beauty, and—most surprising—
not 8 Wiinkle in her young oval face. Head and shoulders were
gracefully draped in a red flowered shawl, and below she ware a
beavy pleated skirt. Her little feckless husband was in soiled
homespun, and standing bare-foot side by side the two looked at us
with the innocence and helplessness of children who have lost their
way but have barely realized the fact, No fault of theirs is it that!
they have taken so many wrong turnings ; for who has been there
to guide them, and who is there now to lead them back to security '
Born in the darkness of the cave, they seem doomed to live all
their lives in darkness, until the light of the funeral pyre guides!
them who knows where ?

We rode on in silence, and the cloudy day drew to a close
in lowering sunset fire.

15 February.—Halt

Sunday, and spent in clearing off arrears of work. In the
aflernoon we had a look at our surroundings. Within a ring of
low hills lies a broad shallow valley, and from the

another Ja8  middle of this rises a hillock which has sprouted into
the little village of Zahidpur. Anxious to repeat

yesterday’s experiment, my colleague and I approached the newest
house, a ﬁnexlgu.ilding of well pointed red brick. Passing through
the gateway, we found ourselves in a spacious vestibule divided 1'31
two by a colonnade of three arches rising, almost soaring to their
points from three short pillars of stone with rudely moulded capitals.
Beyond was the usual courtyard with verandah and windowless
rooms. The house belonged to a family of Hindu Jats, and its
history was given us by two widows, the joint mistresses of the
household. At first they concealed their faces behind ragged
shawls, but becoming animated by their narrative, they drew them
aside and talked to us as fresly as any peasant women in Europe,
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In this house had ence lived four brothers, who like Job had greaily
prospered.  Inheriting only iwelve ucies, they tovk more on rent,
and in time, being {rugal and haud-working and spending little on
their marriages, they accumualated several thomsand 1upees and took
200 acres on morigoge. Then came ‘the disease of Khatiak’,
as the terrible influenz outbreak of 1018s called after the month
in"which 3t came, and ihiee of the four brothers died, Four years
later the fourth died also, and therc remained these two widows
and six children, The building of the house was begun after the
war and took five years. The architect was & mason from Jhajjar,
and he and the caipenter were the only two men employed. The
timber for Lhe roof was bought, but both bricks and lime were made
by the family, and they also supplied thelabour, Even so the house
cost nearly Rs. 4,000 and absorbed the savings of fifteen years:
"with hand and foot we earned it.” Then came the drought, and
now things are difficult, {hough not nearly as difficuli as in yester-
day's house. There are two buifalocs to keep the children in milk,
and they even provide ghi for sale, For flour they are using
barley harvested two years ago—-not very fresh or appetizing bul
al least of their own sowing, Out of it ihey make chapatis, which
they generally eal with & flavowing of grawm leaves bul sometimes
only with pepper and salt,

The widows Dboth wore clothes of the coarsest homespun,
as ragged and dirly as old clouts, We asked the more talkative
whether she had any better. ‘ These are my silks,” she roplied
proffering the folds of her shawl; “and they do not protect me
from the cold’  She was forty-three, and entirely lacked ihe refine-
ment of yesierday's Jaini® bul through her coarse foatures shone
a vigour proclaiming the worker Father than the woman, Yesier-
d8¥'s Jalni gels up al dawn, which secins early enough, bul this
one rises two hours before daylight to grind, and since her husband
died she avensows.? I asked whether she ever slept in the afternoon
‘ Since I came to your Honour's district (here she salaamed) I have
never once slept by day.” She came from beyond the hills and
was married so young that she could not remember her coming.
She had her first child al fifteen, and seven more followed, but
only four survive, She nursed each in turn till the nexi came.
Afler birth she resied from len to iwenty days, (Yesterday's
Jatni rested 8 month.) I asked her whether she made any differ-
ence between boy and girl. ‘No,' she replied and her vigorous
voice suddenly melted into the gentle caressing tones of the
mother: ‘In the eyes of the mother and father boy and gitl are
one.” In summer she washes almost every day; in winter, every

:]at Woman. 2 Cf, p. 188,
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three or four days. Her daughter was martied at fifteen, and all
they gave the bridegroom was Rs. 25 in cash and two suils of
clothes; and only twenty came with the marriage party. How
different from yesterday, and the two cases throw a flood of light
upon the causes of poverty. This family, to start with, had less_
land, but it has the two qualities thal everywhere make for pros-
petity—vigour and thrift. The result is, neither pestilence nor
drought a8 crushied it.

But the two families have one thing in common, and in greater
or less degree they have it in common with millions of other families

in India, and also, it would secm, in Russia.? Each
fh‘;l“'ﬁ"]‘fs‘ﬁ g Das had eight children and lost several : of the sixteen
awomsnhave? only nine survive. This suggesied an obvious train

of thought and led to a remarkable conversation
between the Jatni and my colleague.

‘ How many children do you think a woman should have?’
he asked.

‘ Mother earth is not satisfied with the amount of her rain,
not i§'Tiother woman with the number of her children,” A barren
Eld afid & batten woman, who will take thém 7%

‘But cannot 2 woman have too many children ? ’

‘ Without children how can we have men, and without men
who will look after God’s creatures, and who will dig the tanks that
they may have water to drink 7’

* But if there are many children, will they not be poor ?’

‘To run the world both rich and poor are needed. If all are
rich like you, who will cut the grass for your horse? ’

‘ How will you feed many children ?

‘It is not a mother’s work to do this. Her work is to bear
them and to rear them. Other things God will provide.’

' Can a woman, then, not have t00 many children ?’

No number is 100 great. In four days the disease of Khattak
took away three men from my family.'

‘In Europe people would have few children, for they have
anxiety how they shall live and what they shall eat.’

‘They ate fools (smurakh) to think like this. God has given
them to rule over other countries, and we have lost this country
because we killed our daughters.’

1 “‘There was hardly a mother in the village who was spared {he agony
of a child's untumely death. They succumbed so easily, these peasant
children, to the onslaught of gmallpox, croup and all manner of fevers and
spasms, It could not be otherwise so lonyg as people lived in ill-smelling,
unventilated one-room huts and shared these with their pigs and chickens
and calves’ (Hindus, op. cit, 25).

2 Cf, the remark an p. 181.

18
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* Ganuthigi abe wisnts people to conttal the sumber of the
childien,”

* How many bas he got *

"1 am not s, but T ihink b bas fow

‘That is what T have gut 3wl who widl Taten 1o me gty
I have given bitth 1o s manv’ {(meany, whe then bisten t
Gancthi-ji 7).

“One more question - What did ven take to get yon well after
giving birth to a child 2
“Dried ginger, swgar, ghi, and flots of wheal, oll mixed o
gother,’

* That is very rich.’

* It is like giving manure to the varth after the crop is cut.

Here indeed was the voice of the carth itself. But, said my
colleague, such womafi"are rare.  They are rare anywhere,

Unhappily, this houschold is nut typical of the village. Thos
who gathered for our bank meeting had not a happy look, Ther

were ol the outward and visible signs. of povetty

émthazd and bad ]fug}{lh-—mﬂ\k@ﬂ chevks, sallow complexions,
Hage perplexed  and “Uisillusioned. looks, narrow chesls,

discoloured lavsely-fulded puggatees, and old home.
spun clothos, One soldior was present, and he was the only one
who could readd, In fwo oul of {he ket four haevests the land
rovenue has hat o be suspenced, and the censns just taken shows
only 51 houses inhabited ngainet 2.2 ten yeaes ago.  The interest
of the bauk is 2§ years in arvears, and debt averages R, 842 o head,
Holdings are lorger than wsanl amd average 32 acres” but harvests
a6 50 precarious thal a family of four or fi¥¢ Fequites over 20 acres
to support il. There has been no warriage sinee June 1929, sud
since then no loan has heen given by cithet mmoney-lender or bank,
Staried in xgzy, the bank hes been paralysed by adversity, Vet
when we suggesied that it should be closed, there was strong protest.
In the central Punjab il is rare to {ind cultivators reduced to a single
bullock, Dut in this area, since the dronght, it is not uncommon,
and He'fe there are said to be ten in this case, and all had more
than one bullock before the drougli, Now when they want to
plough, they must join forces with each other? Pressed by

* Excluding two large owners, 25 acres. .

* In a village seen a few days later near Delhi I found fifleen oultivators
with only one bullock each, and five with none at all, Curiously, In Gurdas-
pur al a meeling of the Lakhan Banking Unmion {p. 239) the possibility
that 2 cultivator should heve only one bullock was trested s absurd, but in
Sialkot a1 the meeting of tho Chawinda Union {p, 257) soms ware said to
be in this case, and touring in the north in the sutuma of 1932, I found that
&n appreciable number had been reduged 1o it by the depression.
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necessity nine servants have left the village and taken their families
with them, and only four remain. Twenty Jats have also gone,
but without their families,

Remembering yesterday's talk ahout politics and the interest
said to be taken in them by the Jat® I said :—

* Why do you think prices have fallen ? *

Paittles ‘ Because of Cangress-Mangress, Australia, and
Japan,’ said the Treasurer, an intelligent but illiterate
man squatting in front of us,

 Who {old you this ?’

‘I heard it in Delhi.’

‘ And what has Congress done ?’

‘ They have done us great harm. They got a loase of a well
hore from a man who has land in our village but lives in another,
and said they would make salt* and give him a tenth of what they
made, In the old days, fifty years ago or more, we used to make
salt : the water is brackish, Five or seven men came ; the zaildar
told us to turn them out ; we took our staffs, the whole village, and
drove them out : they did not stay more than a day.’

When I asked them wheiher they had heard of those who have
been to Europe for a conference, they replied : * We are like cattle
and have no knowledge.' And such, in one form or another, is
the peasant reply almost wherever I go.

16 February.—Zahidpur to Farukhanagar (g miles)

We rode away through green fields, and so unfamiliar have
they become that it scemed a land of plenty. Yet there was little
promise of abundance : wheat and barley stood harely two feet high
and were palpably stunted by the drought. As ever the sky was
overcast, but the hali-hour splash at Jhajjar is all that has come
of it. A few miles brought us to Kuténi, a village which belongs
to a family of Hmdu Rajputs. Like many others in this once
unruly tract, they Iive I a semi-fortress. During the Mutiny it
was atiacked by tﬁe Nawab of Jhajjar's men, who blew up the gate,
as may still be seen. Believing all was lost, the grandfather of him
who told us the tale took his sword and with his own hand slew
the twelve purdah ladies of his zenana to save them from dishonour,

and then escaped.

The true Rajput, whether Hindu or Mushm
Purdah always keeps Fis Tadies in purdali, and here It is t'ﬁe
grim affair of four walls, T was surprised, thefefore, to find four or

I p, 186.
2 By evaporalion,
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five girls atiending the bays’ school ; bui, like many others! the
people see no harm in this up to a cotlain age.  The age they named
was eiglht, as purdah begins at nine. The four-walled purdah is so
reptignant to ihe westorn mind that, whenever one meels il, ono
wonders how people justify it. I could not help, therefore, remark-

‘The other day, Muslim Rajputs told ns they kept purdah
because it was the order of their religion. Why do you Hindus
keepit?’

‘T is a malier of custom.’

* Do your ladies grind ?°

* No, our house is an old one : we are born of Réjas: we cannot
therefore let them grind, But they spin, and some make socks
and gloves.’

¢ Then they get no exercise ? ’

‘ That is a matter for God.’

‘ Do they never go out?’

" No, they do nol even know ihe lanes of the village. Very
rarely they go to the town. Then they wear a chaddar? nol a
burgad—that is worn by Muslims.'

* You are cducaled men, Daces Lhe thought ever come 10 you
l{hat purdali should be made wenker ? *

“The thought comes into our heart, but we pul it far from us,
The women, loo, are againsl il. They say lhey would have Lo
drow ihe waier and work in the fields. Il is (he custom of our
fathers and our grandfathers, aud we cannot changs it,’

The Muslim Rajputs roferred to above were Lhose of Gaddi
Baldla4 There our discussion abonl purdah was enlivened by the
presence af a Hindu Jai from a non-purdah village, Hearing
a Rajput tell me that their womenfolk never went outside, he
remarked ironically : ‘A man ploughs all the morning, and in the
evenjng he has 1o bring in fuel thal he may have something to eat.’
This mild sally provoked lively remonsirance. ‘ We do not want
our women to go out into the lanes,” said one, ‘ We don’t want to
live on the earnings of the women,’ said another, And a thivd:
‘ We do not think that a woman is a thing to go out (#ikalnwali chiz),
nor a thing to loak at (dekhenwali chiz), nor a thing to lake service
from.’

‘Bul how (I asked) can they remain strongeif they do mot
go out?’

* Cf. pp. 32, 79, 119 ; but see also p. 61.
2 Cott%r;x shawl. P
3 Cotton cloak wilh hood,

4 p 178
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‘ Without doubt they are growing weaker, but their spirit is
still strong.’

‘ Then you will grow weaker, too.’

* Set us to any work and we will do it straight,’ was the stout-
hearted reply. A little later we learnt that the outcast sweeperess
was the midwife. A matter for laughing,’ was my foolish comment
on the pitiful contrast. Wiser was my colleague’s word— A
matter for crying.’

How women get through the day jailed inside the not very
large village houses one can only guess, At Kutani they do no
Purdah sad milking or washing, and their only exercise is to
health churn the milk, and this is said to be the case in

fifteen or twenty villages in {his tahsil. At Gaddi
Baléla the women can at least grind, and that this is good for their
health is shown by what two Rejputs, one a Hindu and the other
a Muslim, tell me. The Hindu says that a Rajput neighbour of his
once consulted a doctor about his wile, who was ailing. The
doctor, who was evidently something of a psychologist, told her
to grind a seer of flour every day and give it to the cow, She
followed his advice and got well in no time, and as a pious Hindu
attribuled her recovery to the daily act of charity to the sacred
cow| The Muslim Rajput tells me that when his uncle returned
after many years in Australia, observing the unhealthy looks of
the purdah ladies of his family and believing that it was due to
their having given up grinding—in his absence an oil engine had
been set up in the village—he sent for them and said: 'I do not
wish to save what 1s spent upon the engine—I have plenty of
money—but you will all be healthier if you grind, and the flour
will be better.” Now all get up early and grind for an hour or two
and are much the better for it. [t may safely be said that when
& purdah lady gives up grinding, €IS fime she came out of purdahi.
THear of another Rajpit, for instance, a gazetted officer, who kept
his wife in such seclusion that, even when she went from her room
to the kitchen, which was in the courtyard, she had to be completely
cloeked. She was gradually losing the use of her legs, when a
non-purdsh friend, realizing this, started taking her out for strolls
after sunset, and this saved her.

In Kuténi the tenant Rajputs cannot afford to be so strict as
the landlords, 2d FHeiF worden 1ot only grind but sup but mto the
fields morning and evening ; but even they do no field work, As
I rode away, even as when I arrived, an aged waterman emptied
a skin of water on the ground before me. He did not go unrewarded

t Cf. Rushcus, 163.
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for this immemorial complinent paid to those whont the Jord of
the castle delights Lo hononr.
We now entered a countty ol low sandy hills commanding
a fine view of the district of Guigaon, which lay hefore us, clear and
radiant. But there was no radianee in the faces
This famine  ypae mot us, We came to o village where the land
and the last
revetiue had been suspended for the last five harvests
and the villagers now do nothing but plait the sarkhanda giass into
well ropes or thaiching to cover carts. Yakubpur, as the village
is called, has a bank, but it has lent nothing for two years, and for
a year the money-lender lhas lent nothing cither. I asked an old
man, who was sitting listlessly in front of his house, whether things
were as bad in the famine of 1goo, which was particularly severe,
‘ Then we gol money, now we gel none ; but wheat was then eight
seers,’™ That is the only miligation : those who have 1o buy food
{and most are doing this) can at least buy it cheap. The 1gor
famine lasted only two years, and for two years the moncy-lender
will go on advancing: it is the third year that emptics or closes
his money bags, and here we are enlering the Iourth year. | People
say, therefore, that past famines were of bread but this s of cash
'sft%"ﬂﬁ?foél it The more Because The sTandard of Hiving is Tigher
than il was a gencration ago and requires mote money lo weel its
varied wants, and even money-lenling is now upon a cush hasis?
As a red-shawled malron passionaloly exclaitued : * There are had
times~there is great trouble (@nekh) in the world.
With this {rue bul depressing word in our ears we enterod
Gurgaon, and the plight of Gurgaon is as had as thal of Roliak,
iére wis (lie ttsual army of Usmovnted horsenen
gﬂ:‘;’é?“ 818 gwaiting us, and behind hew o cluster of peasants
in homespun shirl and dhoti, who had tramped a mile
or {wo cross cotntry in the hop# of a word with Lhe Sahib about
themselves and their bank. We sat down by a roadside well 1o
hear their tale. Tt was a little less sorrowful than thatl of Yakubpur,
becawse their village had wells, ‘ Our lot is bad,’ they said, ‘ but
theirs is worse: ihey have nothing. Whereal a hunger-biiten
voice from behind exclaimed-— There the children eat nothing for
three days.’ The account the villagers gave us recailed Zahidpur3
The water level is much the same—12 10 18 feet—and there are
ﬁft% wells ig' working order, but the drought has*made the water
rackish, and only twenty can be used. The number of wells is
sufficient evidence of the industry and erdfterprise i fhe villige.
“And this 1s the mam differsnce belween the two villages: the Jats

* To the rugee, ie Rs. 5 amaund: for current prices, see p. 2.
# See p. 148 $ See p. 194.




THE GURGAON EXPERIMENT 199

f Zahidpur are lethargic and feckless, but here we had the ant-Hke
Ahir, one of the most frugal and industrious tribes in the province,!
and consequently money still flows between them and their bank.

ce more the link between character and finance was evident, and
here the crucial test of character is famine.

The members of one more village bank waylaid us—a dozen
men drawn up on the roadside bank in timid wavering line. ' Will
they stop and speak to us?’ their uncertain faces scemed to say.
We did, and once more we heard a tale of fruitless seasons and
“long patience’. For three years these men have waited ‘ for the
precious fruit of the earth’, and this year they received ‘ the early
rain’, but ‘ the latter’, which for long has seemed about to fall,
never falls and the wheat withers,

Cantering on, our ponies got excited and a Sub-Inspector was
carried past us. In this crisis his saddle girths failed him and off
he came in the nealest somersault, At Farukhanagar we cams
upon the raitway (last seen at Hansi) and found the most dilapidated
rest house yet encountered, Its thatched roof smelt so powerfully
of stale mushrooms that I gladly ook shelter in a tent,

17 February,—Farulhangar to Gurgaon via Raota {15 miles)

The last and longest day of this trek, We left al mid-day and

did not get in till seven. The next morning was taken up with
callers, amongst them a zemindar who had recently

ﬂ‘;eg;:ﬁ“ been made an Inmamdar? ‘'God (Parmeshwar) is
pleased with me,’ he said cheerfully. ‘ Eleven yearts

ago my father was murdered—he did money-lending and this
caused enmity; then my three brothers died—one was B.A.,
LL.B.—and now I am made Inamdar, and my credit (bharm) is
great’ There were many references to the ‘ uplift ' campaign of
three years ago3 Little now survives except the manure pit and
the Persian wheel, and these only where conditions are favourable.
In Jhelum many complained that the ground is too hard for pits.t
Here the ground is ofien so soft that the sides fall in, and the people
are too lazy to dig them out again. Onpe visitor assured me that
the pit was established in his village; but when we passed the
village later, all we saw was 2 pit which had become a nursery for

T See Peasant, 04.

2 Agsistant to a zaildar,

8 Described in Rustious, chapter v,
4 Cf. pp. 38 and 43.
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the poisonous skt One thing, the Gurgaon plough, had heen
a complete [ailure, and R, 28,000, advanced by Government, for
its purchase, has had to be remifted?
In a couniry crying oul for development and half paralysed
by high interest rales, Govermuent loans fur agriculiural improve-
menls are indispensable. The moneyJender is
g‘mmm"“ reluctant to lend for long term purposes? and the
village bank with only short term money and un-
limited linbility is unfitled lo do so; and only nine out of iwenty-
nine districts have morlgage banks. Unless, therefore, an owner is
prepared io mortgage parl of his land with posscssion, it is only
{hrough Governmeni that he can secure a development loan at
a moderate rate of inierest, and a loan of this kind often enables
a man to sink a well or make an embankment.t But there are
dangers, and one of ihem is that loans may be imprudently given,
The Gurgaon plough is an example of this, and passing through
Rohtak, I came upon two more, very similar to it though on a
smaller scale, Bolh relate to the Persian wheel and occurred two
or three years ago, when it was supposed by some that for a well
the Persian wheel was much beller than the charsa or leather
buckel. And so it is under cerlain cireumsiances (as the Hissar
bull is betier than the Dhanni), bul by no means under all.  Qver-
looking this, a Revenue officiul visitad two villages, whete the charsa
had been in uso for generalions, with an oplimistic account of the
Persian wheel and the offer of a Government loan af 6 per cont or
505 10 anyono who would buy one, Rs. 200, or 4 little more with
inlerest, would cover the cost, ond the loan need not be repaid for
five years. A highly atiraclive offer it secmed, and in Soildna$
one of the villages in question, il was accepled by twenty-one
cultivators, But now there is much bemoaning. Wilth water
48 fect down bullocks must be strong, and in this arca they are
relatively no stronger than the men; and when a wheel gets ont
of order, as no one understands it, a smith has io be fetched from
Najafgath, cighteen miles away, and he is not always available,
Several wheels are out of use on this account, and {wo have been

* Calotropns procera,
2 See Rusticus, 127,
3 Cf p. 101, ,
4 In 1931-2, 3} lalkhs were advanced, and out of 3,168 wells sunk duung
{ the year, 608 were construcled with the help of a Government loan (Lan
\ Rev, Admin, Rpi.). N
5 The rate varies wilh Government's borrowing rate : il is now 54 per
cent. In England the Agricultural Mortgage Cotporelion have recenlly
~tedfuced their rate for long-term mortgages to 4{%& cent, and for improvement
ban%tg 4 per csent (The Times, dated 14 April 1934).
ee P. 189.
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definitely discarded for the charsa, One is reminded of the tractor
in Russia,! and the case shows once more? how necessary it is that
all attempts at rural improvement should be preceded by careful
enquiry.

Another dangeris that loans maybe mis-spent. Thisfrequently
happens, and the Rs. 50,000 given for wells near Sirsa which were
never made are a good instance of it.3 And there is yet another,
of which I got a hint yesterday. An ex-officer told me that he had
just sunk a well at a cost of Rs. 2,500, most of which was advanced
by Government.# When I enquired whether he had had to pay
anything more, he replied euphemistically : ‘ There was confusion
(gharbar) about five or six rupees.’ That he escaped so easily was
probably due to his position, The ordinary peasant generally
fares worse,’ and on one occasion when I chanced to inspect a new
well I found that, though only Rs. 300 had been borrowed, there
was ‘ confusion ' over Rs. 30. On this occasion one of the offenders
was brought to account and dismissed. This is much the best
remedy for ‘ confusion ’, but our elaborate western procedure foo
often renders departmental action abortive. To guard against
the other dangers, Tahsildars and their assistants should be given
some training in the elements of rural credit, and those who inspect
tahsils should insist upon a due observance of the rules, which are
often neglected,

To-day the east wind was in our faces, and it was a welcome
change from the following wind of the last fortnight; and, even

better, the 400 miles of plain which divide us from
g‘ ;‘)hemh‘“w the Jhelum were at an end. We were now upon an

upland, and the day being crystal clear we saw
before us a wide sweep of country stretching away fo blue hills.
The beauty of the Punjab Hes in its wide spaces and in its perpetnal
Contrast of yellow and green, or green and gold—of gram, wheat,
or rice against rape, sugar-cane, or river grass, a contrast ever
changing in tone and shade as the sun is bigh orlow. To-day it was
merely of fodder stacks islanded in wheat : yet, such enchantment
has the sun when the air is clear, the effect was sheer loveliness.
A few miles brought us to Raota, and there we entered the Delhi
Province, It is only half the size of an ordinary district, but it
contains the new capital, npon which over £12 millions have been

* In a speech made in Moscow in Jannary 1932 Stalin is reported to I_J,a'.ve
siated that out of 140,000 tractors mn commission 100,000 Were awaiting
repair éIzvmhu, 17 Januvary 1933).

2 Bee p. 157

ip. 133 .

4 The well was g feet in diameter, and the water 63 feet down.

5 Cf. Pb. Bkg. Engy. Rpt., 28,
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spent.  This was only tweaty-fonr miles away, but o whole age
lay belween
Three villages had gatlered to meet us and abond 200 peasants
were present, but hardly one of them was able {6 sign his name,
Each village has o bank, and each bank has had to he provided with
a secrelary from outside : yel hetweent them Uhe three villages have
286 houses. Things are, however, improving and schools are
being staried. One Ahir has cven matriculuated, but like many
other peasants who have done this, e cannot find a job and holds
aloof from his ancesiral fields, which he cannol even plough,
Although we were so near Delhi, questions about the adminisiration
produced the usual tesults. The people knew ihat they were
governed by a Chief Commissioner and that above him was the
Viceroy, but they had no idea who came belween ; and as no one
had a vote for any body except the District Board, they naturally
knew nothing of Assemblics, Councils, and Round Table Con-
ferences. ‘ Below the lamp all is dark.’
But what they did know and rejoiced in was that through
Co-operation their holdings had been consolidated, Raote is the
... st village in the Delhi province Lo subwit itself
gg‘;fmd“'m“ to this life-giving process, willh which Mr. Calvert’s
oldings i .
nane must ever be associalod;® and the vast village
map laid hefore us showed thal 3,238 lelds or plols had heen
reduced {o 747 in vther words, (hat every five had been eonverted -
into one.  Qver 700 acres have beow consolidated, and it was a task
of the greatest difficully, lor the village lds lie both high and low
and all wanted a share of both as an insurance against cxcossive
Vor insufcient rain, This desire lod to ficlds being divided into
slrips goo to 1,200 yards long and only a yard or two wide, About
‘200 of these had 10 be consolidated, and some were so narrow that
they could not be shown on the map ; and the same is the case in
many villages of the neighbourhood? Under such conditions
everyone wishes Lo be the last to sow, lest a ncighbour overstep
his boundaries and plough up his seed; and al harvest time the
reapers must cut in line with a rod siretched across the strip to
mark its width, and well-irrigation is impossible. But now many
wells are planned. The benefits arc so cbvious that a neighbouring
village sent a deputation to beg us come and help them too. ‘Our
children will live now,’ exclaimed someone from Raota. Following
% For soma acconnt of the process, see Peasant, 252; also P. 245
mfmz. The seme fealure may Dbe found amongst the Pathans of Attock
{Poasani, 84) and Peshawar,  In a village in the Swabi talsil (Peshawar),

where holdings were consolidated, ihere were 304 ficlds in norrow sirips
about 11 feet wide; most of them could not be indicated on the village map.
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.2 useful suggestion made by Mr, Brayne, the best part of an acrc
has been set apart for school, playground, and garden. Most
humanely, Loo, a piece of land has been given io the Chamars o
the village for 2 well. At present they have no well of their own
and being ‘ untouchable * they are not allowed to draw from the
village well and must wait till others are obliging enough to draw
for them. The whole cost of consolidation is borne by Government
and in this case is only a rupee an acre, which is roughly a year's
land reventie on the land. What makes it an astonishing achieve:
ment is that, notwithstanding the infinite complexities of the work,
the final settlement was accepted by all: a single dissentient voice
would have been sufficient to negative it; and thisis always the case,

The nexi village we visiled, Daulatabad, had achieved the
same miracle, and the immediate effect was the sinking of twenty-six
wells. A water-diviner was summoned from Alwar and was paid
the modest but auspicious sum of Re. 1-4% for every well for which
he found water. So pleased were the womenfolk at no longer
having to search here and there for their husbands when they took
them their morning meal, as was necessary when everyone's fields
lay scattered round the village, that in a song composed in honour
of the occasion they proclaimed the Sub-Inspector concerned to
be an ‘ autér’ or incarnation of God. Agricultural progress is now
possible, Six Persian wheels have been installed, selected seed

(Punjab 8 A) distributed, and two acres put under vegetables, and
five more under tobacco. And, as at Raota, an acre has been set
aside for school, playground, end drinking well? .

When we rode up to Daulatabad the sun had almost set. Yet
we found waiting for us another large concourse of villagers headed
by the local headmaster and a score of boys, who lay
chowpal upan the ground curving themselves into impossible

. positions in order that my name and such words as

‘ welcome ' might appear. The meeting took place in one of the
village chowpéls, a large portico with a triple colonnade of highly
decorated arches. Finished just before the drought began, it cost
Rs. 4,000, all of which was subscribed by the thirty-odd families
living in the quarier (pammi) which erected it. Every male was
assessed at Rs. 30, and the richer gave more, a Bania money-
lender, for instance, Rs. 125. He also gave loans free of interest
to those who cotld not pay their share, and another Bania did the

T See p. 4.

2 In 1930, no vegetobles were grown: in 1932, there were 15 acres
under them, and all grown by Jats, Thesr scruples have been dissolved by
economic necessity, so much 3o that even one of the headmen now marlkets

his vegetables in Gurgaon. The village has found in consolidation a powerful
bulwark agamnst both depression and drought.
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sune. This evening the chowpdl was cranmed from cud to end,
and we had such lively tale that it was difficull to fear cmrqelvcs
away, But when a Tantern was brought and had tu be extingnished
heeause it smoked, there was no choiee, A swiging mass accom-
panied us to our horses, and we rode on through the wilight of a
storm-laden sky. For the last three miles our only light was the
lightning that flickered in the west, We had hardly reached
the rest house when the storm burst and lashed, nay stoned, the
poor parched earth with hail.?

NOTE ON THE SCARCITY (1034)

Readers outside the Punjab may wonder how long the scarcity,
which is the main theme of the last two chapters, continued,
Beginning with the autumn harvest of 1928, it has hardly broken
yet. Last summer it seomed as if the end had come,  The monsoon
started well, and by September there was promise of an excellent
awtumn harvest, Then came rain and {lood, and all was spoilt.?
Bad cnongh in Rohtak, the scureily has almost crushed Gurgaon,
and the districl is virtually bankrupt. Government came early
to the rescue and fn the fiust three years spewd 7§ Jukhs (£50,000) on
relief and advenced another 24 lakhs ({x8o,000) on faveurable
terms.  JL has also remitled 7 of the 1o lakhs too lavishly advanced
in 1ihe six years before the drought began,  Co-operalive societies,
too, have done what they could, but their resources are almost
cxhausied. Their advanees fell from Rs, 885 per sociely in
1928-9 to Rs. 63 in 1932~3, and in thal year they recovered only
2} per cent of tho amount on loan ai the beginning of the year, and
ai the end of it they were owed 2§ yoars' interest,

The loans thai the peasant has received from Governmeni
and co-operative societies, and also from the money-lender, have
helped materjally to keep him afloat, but ihey have had to be
re-inforced by drastic reduclions in his secale of living, Detailed
enquiries were made by the Co-operative siaff in thirly societies

* Of the distance from Lahore 1o Gurgaon 274 milas were covered on
horseback.

# The following is & brief summary of the harvests that followed my

lour:
gﬂng harvest Autumn harvest .
1931 Damaged by rust. An average crop but damaged by rain
in October.
1932  Total failure, Extonsive sowings, but seriously
affected by lack of rain 1 July and
August.

1933 Exbenswe sowings, bui the  Crop 1uined by rain and flood.
winter rains failed.
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scattered over the district, and although the figures that follow
may not be statistically accurate, they give some idea of how the
situation has been met. The yearly budget was found to have been
reduced from Rs. 330 (before the scarcity) to Rs. 175, and the
greatest reductions were as follows :—

. Per cent
Ceremonies .. .. . .. .57
Clothing . .. . .. . 44

Food - 35

In judging these figures, the effect of the stump must not be for-
gotten ; but a significant point is that 30 per cent of the expenditure
is estimated to have been met by borrowing and by the sale and
mortgage of land and ornaments. So far as food is concerned, it
appears that a large number of peasants have had to eat less than
they needed and the poorer grains rather than the better, which,
together with their ghi, they have been forced to sell to meet their
obligations and requirements. Up to the date of my tour marriages
were being postponed in the hope of better days, but this could not
be done indefinitely, and in the last two years many have been
celebrated, though at much less cost than usual, Migration might
have been expected on a large scale, and my journal contains several
references to it, especially amongst village servants; but taking
the rural population as a whole, the local Assistant Registrar
estimated last year that not more than 10 to 15 per cent had gone.
The peasant in the south-east (lke his fellow in the south-west) .
is slow to leave his village.!

As to the money-lender, it seems that the atiitude described
in the diary has continued. It is generally agreed, writes the
Assistant Registrar, that he is ‘ very compromising and marking
time’. Unwilling to alienate the allegiance of his clients, he
accepts whatever he can get even at inflated valuations., Failing
this, he tries to get expiring accounts renewed, and when as a last
resort he goes to court, he does not attempt to execute a decree i
there seems nothing to recover. Some money-lenders have even
allowed their accounts to become time-barred rather than incur
the expenses of a suit, believing that when good harvests come their
clients will follow tradition and discharge their liabilities.

In reading this note and the last two chapters the reader will
do well to remember what a five years' scarcity wonld have meant
100 years ago, and what, with a rapidly increasing population,?
it may mean again, if the machinery of government were to break
down, as it did in the great Russian famine of 1g2z.3

t Cf. Ruslicus, 262.

2 Ses p. 310.
3 Cf. Eeasm, 8s.
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Cuarter XIT
THE NILI BAR?
A New CANAL CoLONY AND 1nE FALL IN PRICES

5 March—Pakpatian to Avifwala (19 miles)

OnE of the mosi striking features of the Punjab to-day is its canal
colonies, which in the last forty years have hrought aboul 54 million
acres of virgin soil under cultivation. I have
aitempted a general description of them elsewhere,?
and a more delailed deseription of {wo of them m
this tour and the last3 But these iwo are now in {heir second
generation of colonists, and [ way anxious o see one {n the making
to Jearn how a great enlerprise of this kind is Duilt up, Yesterday,
therefore, U lefl Talore and, lravelling south-west, came 100 miles
Dy rail and jo by car, and aboul ro miles i bere [ entored
the colony of the Nili Bar, or Blue Fairy (Nl Pari), as it is called
on account of the forlility of ils land,  The colony is walered from
the Sutlej, which forms its eastern boundary, and when the whole
profect, of which it forms enly a part, is completed, every yeur it
. will irrigate a little over 2 million acres in the Punjab  About
half of {his was originally crown waste,% and io colonize it cultivators
’lhave been drawn from all parts of the provinee. After old Roman

The Nili Bar
aolony

fashion 86,000 acres have been allotled to some of 1hose who did
well in the Great War, and {o meet part of the 10 crores ({7} millions)

t Rainfall 7 1o 8 inches,

¢ Peasaml, chapter vii.

3 Ruslieus, chaptors vii and viil and chapter i sufra.

+ The scheme is parl of what is known as the Sutlej Valley project,
which will irrigate ovey 5 million acres, 1.e. 2 million in the Punjab, 28 million
ffi Balawalpur State, and 300,000 acres in Bikaner (India i 19245, D. 201),

5 According to an estimaie made in 1926, it was anticipated thal every
year 515,336 acres would be irrigated perennially, and 71,544,055 non-peren-
nially (ie. only during ihe hot weather when the Sutlej is in flood). The
perenmual irtigation iy entirely new, and the same applies to 806,707 acres of
the non-perennial.

§ yiz. 777,143 acres under peronnial itvigation, and 260,400 undes
non-per¢nnial,
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that the scheme will cost,” nearly 400,000 acres have been reserved
for auction® Water begar to run in 1926, and colonization started
about {he same time and is nol yel concluded. The colony is thus
the youngost of the Punjab's colonies, And it is also its Cinderella.
Bom in the days of prosperity and all its ways and means planned
accordingly, it has come under the step-motherly influence of the
slomp, and it badly nceds the fairy godmother of higher prices to
set it upon its feet, One cannot be a day in the colony withont
realizing this,

Of the drive to Arifwala, which was done in a car, there is
nothing to relate. From a car, road and roadside become almost
A now market > blank, and in it even connected talk is difficult.

The country was dead flat but green enough when we
entered the sphere of the Canal, the high earthen embankment of
which at our side shut out everything to the west. In the afternoon
we visited the market to inspect the commission shop, and although
I have already described a market,? I shall say something about this
one as it is new and thé othel was old, We sat in the arched
verandah of its godown, and at first only a dozen directors, many of
ihem ex-officers, were present, but before we left (two hours later)
the place was packed, and there was not even standing room under
the three arches, The draw was a discussion about marketing
and money-lending, which, however, must go unrecorded,

Starled in 1927, the market consists of four lines of shops)
built in a square round a large open, and almost treeless, spaced
A broad masonry plinth runs the whole way round in front of the
shops, and upon it is deposited the grain to be weighed, examined,
and sold, Here and there were golden heaps of wheat, golden only
In eppearance, far the priee js still hardly more than Rs. 2 a maund.
There aro thirty-six commission agents, but only two of them,
a Sikh Jat ind &8 Afora landowner, have any connexion with
agriculture.t As nsual, the market’s radius is about fifteen miles,
but the lorry is extending it, and the offer of more favourable prices

* In 1926 the capital cost of the whole project was estimated at 23-32
crores _(é:ﬁ millions), of which xo crores 1 the cost of the British portion,

2 The exact atea reserved is 385,250 acres (perennial). When I rode
through the colomy, about 43,000 acres had been auctioned at prices which
averaged over Rs, 400 an acre; but owing to the slump most of this had to
be resnmed, at a cost to Government of 62} lakhs (nearly £500,000), Punjab
Calontes Report, 1932, D. 3. In 1930-3 there were no sales owing to the
sconomic depression, and at a small sale held in March 1934 the average price
obtained was only Rs. 252 per acre, The figures given n the notes above,
oxcept where other authority is stated, have kindly been supplied by the
Senior Secretary to the Financial Commissioners, Punjab (1934).

1 p. 126, ] .

4 At Burewala (p. 215) only two out of thirty-seven commission agents
ars agriculturists.

[w



208 TIE NILI BAR

will deaw cotton thivty miles ov more,  In the oldor colondes the
roads were made last, but i this oie they have wisely heen made
lirat, and as many are melalled, the Joery is already activer  Metal.
led roads also help the bullock cart, aud carters chargs an anng o
wo less a maund for cach stage along them?  This is an alvantage
10 the grower and the justification of the great cost of road-making,
Apart from lorry and cart, there are two other means of transport—
camel and donkey; and comparing the efficiency of the four, an
Arora put the bullock cart first, the lorry second, and the donkey
last.

There is no bank, but a year ago the Imperial Bank (without
opening a branch) staried advancing against produce at 7 to 73 per
cent,3 A commission agent said this had been very
bad for them: "It has tempted us 1o store beyond
our strength, and we have lost a lakh of rupees.' In other markets
T have heard the same tale, and it is due to the heavy fall in the
price of grain.# The loss is a heavy one, and that it should have to
be borne much mare by the grain dealer than by Lhe producer—all
my informants agree in this—is a poiut Lo be remembered by those
who revile the middleman, In the past many have preached to
the peasant, plausibly enough, thal he showld hold up his produce,
bul actually in only two oul of Lhe last elght years would it have
peid him to hold elther wheal or colton Lor any length of lime

But for the backing ol the Tmperial Baok, Doth here and
clsewhoere, less would have boen stored atd less lost. Crodit
focilities have their dangers for Boania as well as zemindar, for,
though the Bania is businesslike, he is easily templed to speculate,
As at Kot Kapura, the more prosperous dealers advunce money at
g to 12 per cent, but, unlike commercial banks, they do not insist
upon taking physical passession of the produce ; nor, when prices
fall, do they oblige old clienis {o maintain a definite margin beiween
ihe amount advanced and the value of the grain. ‘It is a matter
of trust,’ they said, It would be difficuli to cxaggerate ihe part
played by trust in indigenous systems of business in India, and
a reason sometimes assigned for their decay is that people trust

Market finanes

* In 1928, in the case of 8ix important colony matkots, of the 508 miles
of road serving them only ninely-five were metalled, and ‘ of the nametalled

. raeds only one was in feir condition * (Pb. Bkg. Engy. Rpt., 49, 199),

% In the covrse of an enquiry made into the marketing of wheat in 1930,
it was found that round Ferozepore the cartage rate per meund was 2193 pies
per mile along an unmetalled road, and only 1-62 along & metalled,

3 For a deseription of their system, see ibid., 5.

# When I passed through Sargodba (p. 23), over 100,000 maunds
of wheat were lying in the market godowns, and at Bhalwsl (p, 26) there
wesamt 75éooo maunds, For the fall in prices, see p. 2.

» 58,
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.each other less than they did. The complaint on this point is
universal and can hardly be groundless.?

When we finally emerged on to the open spaces of the market,
the evening sky behind the square brick-huilt shops was shot with
green and rose. Passing by the station we counted thirty large
lorries waiting for the next train, 1In a colony, the age-old isclation
of the Indian village is a thing of the past,

6 March.—Avifwela to Rasulpur via Chak 147 (10 miles)

My mare having arrived here from Gurgaon by train, I took
to the saddle again, and once more the road became alive and
human. One of the first persons we met was a little Arora shap-
keeper on a little brown pony, his shirt splashed all purple and red.
Holi and its saturnalia were just past, and he had evidently kept
it with zest. He was on his way to market to replenish his store
of gur and pulse. A little way on we met another brown pony,
this {ime almost hidden by three bags bulging with cotton, atop
of which sat a small boy, Village women had given his father
the cotton in exchange for oil and salt, and he was taking it in to
Arifwala to be sold. This form of barter is common and does the
peasant no good: it tempts him to buy more than he needs, and
the bania to manipulate prices against him,

By this we had come to Chak 74z, to give the village its un-
romantic official designation* The village is one of the many

colonies of ex-soldiers who have been rewarded with
:nlﬁ?:::y °f  Jand for their services in the war, String beds had

been set out for us to sit on in the shadeless centre of
the village square. As the sun was hot, I asked the soldiers whether
they would mind sitting in the shade, ‘ Sun or shade, it is all the
same to us: we can bear them both., Have we not served on the
Frontier ' Which made me feel a very effeminate civilian. The
soldiers were all Sikhs, but not all Jats: eleven were Khatris,
mostly from Rawalpindi and Jhelum, and one even a Brahmin.
In accordance with colony custom the Officers were given I} rec-
tengles each and the N.C.O.s one.3 They came from seven districts,
and so did the village servants, The latter included five swecpers,
seven tanners (chamérs), a carpenter and blacksmith from as far
east as Ambala, and a priest, poiter, shoemaker, watchman, and
barber. One would think that Sikhs would not need a barber,

1 Ci. pp. 42, 102, 132, , .

2 All colony villages are nnmbered but throughout I have given fictitions
numbers.

3 In the Nili Br and Montgomery colonies a rectangle (25 acres) 13 the unit
of area ; in other colomes a square (27+8 acres) see p. 3, 0. 2.
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bul he pares Lheir nails and shaves his follow servants, When
T laughed at them for this and told them of our Yuglish custom,
an ex-soldier broke in: “Ves, our Commmanding Oflicer used to
shave himsell in France, and he even repaited his boots! This
last was said becanse one day he had seen him knocking owd, a nail,
I asked how they gut on without o washerman, ' We all wash our
clothes except the “ gentclman " who sends his clothes to Mont-
gomery,’ The ‘gentelman ' turned out to be an Honorary Lieu-
tenant, A Risaldar also sent his clothes away, but being of some-
what lower rank he sent them no further ihan Arifwala! There
had once been a water-carrier, but he had gone, and now all
draw their water from the well in the middle of the village square—
7o light {ask as il bas to be drawn fifty feet. As one serving away
from home, I was interested to find that the village servants were
paid at higher rates than in their home villages. Altogether there
are ninety-four houses with a population of 3zg.

The colonists arrived here in 19206 and now have a fairly well
built village ol sun-dried bricks plastered with mud,  So miuch was
saved from the good pay carned during the war and 1he pensions
which followed relirement® that no borrowing was done till prices
fell. Then men twaed Lo the bank, and recently a dosen borrowed
Rs, 1,700 to puy ihelr Government dues. They affimned with
righteous emphasis thal (hey had Doreowed only from the strielest
neeessily, Vet when T asked whether they had sold their jewellery
first, one admitted candidly that he had ornanents worth Rs. 3,000
in his house, and that had Lhere net been o hank he must have sold
some of them. Lt is our custom 10 borrow,’ he said in self-defence.
Asmany of them had been in Trance, T spoke of the French peasant’s
horror of debl. They replied courteously: ‘We have much lo
learn.’

On one point even the cducated zemindar has everything to
learn. i is most rarc o find one with a cheque book, At Beri®
b pooks 1O ORC had one, and the same was the case here.

eTue Do vet it would greally facilitate the payment of
Governmont dues, Al preseni, whenever revenue charges have to
be paid, the colonist musi jowrney three miles to Arifwala, sell some
produce there and bring back cash, which the headman then takes
1o the headquarters of {he tahsil. And the whole process might
be done by cheque upon the ceniral bank at Pakpaitan, But these
old-fashioned methods are not confined to zemindars. Recently,
I was inspecting a bank of Hindu shopkeepers in a town of 6,000
inhabitants, and though it included six Income-tax payers, no one

; The g.ighteen soldier mambery of the bank got Rs. 5,482 per annum,
p. 183.
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bad a cheque book ; and this seems to be the case in all the smaller
towns, and it is an opportunity for the central co-operative banks,
which is being taken,

The Ehatris claimed to be as mnch agriculturists as the Jats,
but inquiry showed this was not the case. Only one cultivates his
—_— land, but nearly all the Jats do so. There was much
verms Jo¢  complaint about the difficulty of living on their

grants now that prices have fallen. ‘If we had not

, raur pensions, we should be naked,’ said a Khatri officer : ‘ gladly
will we give up our land in return for service that would give us

* bread and clothes. ‘In ten years,’ remarked another Khatri,
‘if things do not change, we shall all go.” ‘Even if a Jat were
dying,” murmured one of that tribe, ‘ he will never leave his land.’
And another from Jullundur added: ‘If necessary we will sink
wells” To which a Khatri replied amid general mirth: ¢ Well,
give us the water of the canal, and you take the water of the wells.’

A point that distingnishes Commissioned from Non-Com-
missioned Officer is that the former is too dignified to plough,

" But,’ said a Risaldar, “the seasons change and our
lﬂﬂg &n‘lch circumstances are becoming so straitened that our
sllior veed 7 Custom may change too. Some said that an officer

now required 3 rectangles for his support, and an
N.C.O. 1}; but for the latter a Jullundur Jat thought 1 rectangle
sufficient, provided he cultivated it himself. I had just met an
Arain who said that a family could maintain itself on half a rectangle
(z2} acres), and when I told them this, one of them said: * Your
Honour no doubt sees the whole Punjab and are much wiser than
we are. But we cannot do this. Our expenses are very heavy.
I have a boy at the High School at Okéra, and he costs Rs. 20 a
month—Rs, 15 for his fees and board and Rs. 5 for other expenses,
oil, books, etc.—and my pension is only Rs. 15 a month,” And an
officer added—° I have a boy at college and he costs me Rs. 80
a month,/* In these days, as we saw in Rohtak? even primary
education presses heavily upon the peasant, and when it comes to
secondary schools, bigger men feel the pinch. The dissatisfaction
was general, though it was most respectfully expressed, and some
spoke enviously of officers in another colony who received 5 squares.®
“That,’ said one, * is enough for three generations.’

This raised an important question, the question
that not long ago we were discussing with the Jétni
of Zahidpur. Clearly one rectangle of 25 acres did
ot go very well with a large family. Had they ever thought

Limitation of
families

I The high school costs a boarder Rs. 200 a year; the university from
Rs. 250 to 750 according to stage and college. 2 p. 173
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of limitation? The N.C.Os wore pazeled and mile a langhing
reference 1o ifs being ‘ nature’s allniz . Bul the vificers wete more
knowledgeable, and one said : —

¢ Qur people are nol so civilized that they can {hink of Lhis,’
Then another remarked : * 1 have two diughters and one boy;
it is enough for me. I have spent Rs. 40,000 upon their education,
and if I had only one daughter, it would be enough. Too many
children spoil the life of the mother—-and uf the father too (he added
withasmile), Tam 62 andlookal this arm (he bared his right arm) :
see how strong il is. If there were many in my family, we should
all be hungry and the children would wander about like dogs.
It was agreed that it would be a good step to defer marriage, and
the officers snid the educated were beginning to think of this,
Someone quoted with approval an Englishman who told him that
he would not marry till he could support his wife and was old
enough for marriage not to inlerfere with his work. The Risaldar
declared that he would not marry his remaining daughler till she
was over 25, but he had married the first at 17, Even so, this is
much betler than what is vsual amongst zemindars, and far betior
than the laomers of Hansi,® one of whom tolt me lost monih that
he liad recently married iwo daughiers of 6 and 4 Lo bridegrooms
only a year or two older,  Hul [Huduism is stvong there,

We subscquently visited o village of Muslin ex-sokliers, and
there the people said anhesitatingly that they would like {o have
os many children as possible. “ We should like them every six
months,” said an old Subedar Major with a smile into bis red beard,
From these iwo cxamples it mighi be supposed thal Lhings are
always lell Lo nature ; but thisis not the case as I found on my last
tour,? and only recently an Indian lady, whose official duties used
10 take her Irom village to village, told me Lhal the peasant woman
was beginning 10 enquire whether il was necessary 1o have so many
children, and more than once she had been asked why English
women had so few, All naturally wani a son or two, but the large
families of the past are no longer always desired, The wife of one
of her servants once announced that she was going io lcave her
husband and return 1o her parents, and the reason she gave was:
* I have borne him fourteen children : I cannot bear him another.’
She also mentioned a midwife of her acquaintance who helped
a mother to get rid of an unwanted ninth child, and another who
advises women who want no more children to drink a cup of hot
ghi3 immediately after delivery, In the town, limitation is spread-
ing fast amongst the educated, and there are now many families

* p. 167, 2 Rusbicus, 38, 3 Clarified butter.



THE COLONIST'S HARDSHIPS 213

with only two or three children. Some achieve their end by absten-
tion, and amongst these is a Muslim of my acquaintance. Contrast-
ing himself with his brother who leaves everything to chance, he
observed : ‘I have one son and two danghters, and I shall manage
to bring them up properly. But how can my brother do this
when he has a child every other year ? X

7 March.—Rasubpur to Burewala via Chak 513 (17 miles)

We were out for seven hours to-day, half of which we spent

at another village of soldier colonists. The village dates from 1928,
.., and all round it the once hard unfruitful earth was
Effd:&-l;:m ® green with rising wheat. We entered it by the usual
broad open lane, and the bank inspection tock place
under a thatched shelter in the middle of the headman’s courtyard.
This was the first structure to be put up in the village, and for
some weeks the colonists clustered in little tents (sholdaris) under
and around it seeking shelter from sun and rain. They were
cloquent about their hardships, °Such hardships,’ said an old
Subedar Major who had served in France, ‘ as I had never endured*
before. When we arrived to take possession, we had to camp out
in the open and we drank the water of the canal, and when the canal
was closed, we drank the stagnant water of the pools, and the °
buffaloes drank jt too and added to it their own water’ The
colonists arrived in March, and all through the fiery hot weather
most of them had to live in the open or under canvas and get their
supplies from Arifwala, eleven miles away. Only the Subedar
Major managed to get quarters, and this he did in a Jangli village'
close by, where he was made welcome because he was something
of a doctor,

The colonists consist of eighteen officers, six N.C.0.s, three
sepoys, and six clerks from Army Headquarters, who were perhaps
fortunate to be sharing in rewards given primarily
for hardship and valour. But Simla, no doubt, has
its hardships too! The colonists hale from seven
districts, and are all Muslims. And so are the three shopkeepers,
who, curiously, are a Rajput, an Arain, and a tailor. ‘We are
afraid of {he sahukar? and don’t let him settle here,” was the explana-
tion. Actually, relations in the colony between money-lender and
peasant are generally friendly. Like the peasant, the money-lender
is usually an immigrant and cofnes from many districts, generally
from those in the west and from some as distant as Mjanwali and
Attock, To meet the heavy demands for loans, natural in a young

1 He has had no child sincs, but his brother has had one (1934).
2 Hindu money-lender,

The colony
money-lender
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colony, he borrows a goml part of his trading eapital from the
market commission agents ai g to T2 per cenl and lends it ol ot
18] (v 23 per cend ; and (unlike his Lellow in Hissar sl Rolitak)?
ho still lends, relying upon the eanal for his seeurity, And it is
beeause he still lends that he is much better kepl at axm'’s length,
On the figures given us, about half o lakh (£3750) must have
been spent by these thirty-thiee colonisls on their seltlement,
Yet, such a gold mine is the army to those who do
E&ﬁeﬁm well in it, thal very little appears to have been
borrowed. The headman spent Rs, 6,000 and
borrowed nothing ; a Subedar Major spent Rs. 4,000 and borrowed
Rs. 800, but only when prices fell. More than half the headman’s
expenditure (Rs. 3,500) weni on a 15-room house for himself and his
tenants. But few go in for mansions on this scale, and most
colonists are content with two or three rooms, and mauy have only
one. An enquiry made by an Inspector in 1928 showed that in
seven villages the cost of seltlement then averaged about Rs. 1,x00,
The following figures given us by a Sergeant may therefore be
regarded as typical of what a well-{o-do colonist spends, bui nothing
has been included\"?u account of transport from the home village :—

R,

(i) Houso (Lhreo rooms) - . e Hoo

ii) Cloaring and levelling the kuxl . . - o
(lﬁ; Acreago ralo, Lo Governmeni's ebiege for making

waler courses, ofe, (Ra, § waery) . e . 75
(iv) Cont of compleling waler couries, ele. .. ve 150
(v} shore of -

@) drinking well .. v - . e 50
1) mosquo {kachha) e . . ‘. o
z) common guest honse (daira) for travellers, ole, 5

Tolal . e . v 1,180

Ttems (jii) and (iv) require a word of explanation. They rofer

to the watercourses by which the water from the canal is distribuied

S The mice ot OVEE the village fields. These channels are made
* m‘h&f;::y by Government on behalf of the colonists, who are
charged Rs, 3 an acre to cover the cost of survey,

digging, and constructing culverts. Hence item (i) ; and when
the work is properly done, there is no need for item (iv). But this
is an imperfect world, and in the early days of the colony, when no
doubt a thousand matters pressed, petty officials often scamped
their work, and with hard-earned rupees and the sweat of his brow
the colonist had to make it good. In one case a bright official,
who evidently did not believe in going to the spot, assumed that
the area to be irrigated was perfectly flat, as indeed appears from

% See p. 176,
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the office window, and decided that it was a waste of time and
money to prepare separate designs and estimates for each water-
course, when they could very well be made upon a standard plan.
Since, however, the whole area was not flat, it ended (so T am
informed by a reliable witness) in scores of watercourses being
carried over the tops of mounds and sandhills and across unbridged
depressions ' Ta prevent this kind of thing happening again,
the Colonization Officer secured that in future no watercourse need
be paid for until water had actually reached its tail, and to indemnify.
those who had suffered most, Governmeni remitted an extr

harvest’s revenue charges.? )

The incident shows how much the peasant may suffer from
lazy or unscrupulous petty officials. I have alluded to this already
in connexjon with Government loans3 and I must
reluctantly allude to it again, because this journal
deals with village life, and village life is moth-eaten with it, This is
particularly so in canal colonies, since the very flow and circulation
“of their life-bload is necessarily under official contral ; in the past,
“too, money there has been unusually abundant.

One of the difficulties of the struggling cultivator is that when
his crops fail, he often cannot get the exemption from land revenue
and water rate admissible under the rulesf without a substantial fee
to one or two more or less pelty officials.5 More than one co-
operator tells me that half the allowance has to be made over to

* A distingnished retired officer of the Irrigation Branch informs me
that he suggested that an officer should be appointed solely to see that the
watercourses were properly dug and the culverts made; but, with what
now appears falss economy, the proposal was rejected.

@ All charges are remitted for the first two harvests to give the colonists
a starf] "

3 p. 20I.

4 In the colonies remigsion is admissible only if the yield is 25 per centy
or less of the standard ontturn taken by the revenue autharities as their
Dasts for the assesement of land revenue. Since a very low standard is taken'
(in the mterests of the cultivator), remigsion ip adnussible only in the case
of almost total failure. This 18 often misunderstood by the cultivator, and
misunderstanding is apt to breed a sense of injustice, which expresses itself
in vehemnent compleint to touring officers not connected with the Canal
Department, )

3 The officer just quoted says that many vﬂ];ges are in the habit of
putting in frivolous claits for every field ‘ on the off chance thal something
will happen’, and he adds that if this practice were abandoned, it would
be possible 1o have almost every case examined by a gazetted officer, which
would mean much less latitude for the zilladar (ses p. 216, note 1). It must be
remembered that in any case the final decision in regard to remission rests
pot with the zlladar, who merely submits a recommendation, but‘wﬂ:h a
gazetted officer to whom the cultivator can, if necessaty, appesl aginst the
recommendation, The cultivator is therefore not without his remedy,
but beleving in the bird in the hand, he aften. prafers to short-cirguit the
whols system by a bribe,

Corruption
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colony, he borrows a good part of his irading capital from the
market commission agents at 9 to 12 per cent and lends it out at
184 to 25 per cent ; and (unlike his fellow in Hissar and Rohtak)*
he still lends, relying upon the canal for his security, And it is
because he still lends that he is much better kept at arm’s length,
On the figures given us, about half a lakh (£3,750) must have
been spent by these thirty-three colonists on their settlement.
Yet, such a gold mine is the army,to those who do
well in it, that very little appears to have been
borrowed. The headman spent Rs. 6,000 and
borrowed nothing ; a Subedar Major spent Rs. 4,000 and borrowed
Rs. 800, but only when prices fell. More than half the headman’s
expenditure (Rs. 3,500) went on a 15-room house for himself and hig
tenants. But few go in for mansions on this scale, and most
colonists are content with two or three rooms, and many have only
one. An enquiry made by an Inspector in 1928 shawed that in
seven villages the cost of settlement then averaged about Rs, 1,100
The following figures given us by a Sergeant may therefore be
regarded ag typical of what a well-to-do calonist spends, but nothing
kras boen i&duded‘g,aa account of tzansport from the home village —

Oost of
seftlement

Rs.

(i) House (three rooms) . . . .. 8oo

() Clearing end levelling the land .. o o 90
{iii) Acreage rate, 1.e. Government’s charge for maldng

water courses, etc, (Rs. 3 an acre) .. . v 75

(iv{mCost of completing water courses, etc. .. w150

(v) Share of :—
(a) drinking well .. . . ‘e W50

EZ)) ;ﬁ:n(gzghaﬁouse (ticiim) for traveflera, ete, Ig

Total .. .. o . +. 1,180
Ttems (i) and (iv) require a word of explanation. They refer
to the watercourses by which the water from the canal is distributed
. over the village fields. These channelg are made
ﬂ?nlc’i‘:"n: % by Government on behalf of the colomists, who are

Yy

charged Rs. 3 an acre o cover the cost of survey,
digging, and constructing culverts. Hence item (jif) ; and when
the work is properly done, there is no need for item (iv). But this
i3 an imperfect world, and in the early days of the colony, when no
doubt a thousand matters pressed, petty officials often scamped
their work, and with hard-earned rupees and the sweat of his brow
the colonist had to make it good. In one case a bright official,
who evidently did not believe in going to the spot, assumed that
the area to be irrigated was perfectly flat, as indeed appears from

T See p. 176.
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the office window, and decided that it was a waste of time and
money to prepare separate designs and estimates for each water-
course, when they could very well be made upon a standard plan.
Since, however, the whole area was not flat, it ended (so I am
informed by a reliable witness) in scores of watercourses being
carried over the tops of mounds and sandhills and across unbridged
depressions I* To prevent this kind of thing happening again,
the Colonization Officer secured that in future no watercourse need
be paid for until water had actually reached its ail, and to indemnify:
those who had suffered most, Government remitted an extra
harvest’s revenue charges.?

The incident shows how much the peasant may suffer from
lazy or unscrupulous petty officials. I have alluded to this already
in connexion with Government loans and I must
reluctantly allude to it again, because this journal
deals with village life, and village life is moth-eaten with it. Thisis
particularly so in canal colonies, since the very flow and circulation
‘of their life-blood is necessarily under official control ; in the past,
“too, money there has been unusually abundant,

One of the difficulties of the struggling cultivator is that when
his crops fail, he often cannot get the exemption from land revenue
and water rate admissible under the rulest without a substantial fee
to one or two more or less petty officials.5 More than one co-
operator tells me that half the allowance has to be made over to

* A distinguished retired officer of the Irrigation Branch informs me
that he suggested that an officer should be appointed solely to see that the
watercourses were propetly dug and the culverls made; but, with what
now appears false economy, the proposal was rejected.

:rE All charges are remitted for the first two harvests to give the colonists
a start,

" 3p, 2oL

4 In the colonies remission is admissible only i the yield is 25 per centy
or less of the standard outturn taken by the revenue anthoritles as their!
basis for the assessment of land revenue. Since a very low standazd is taken
{in the interests of the cultivator), remission is admissible only in the case.
of almost total failure. This is often misunderstood by the cultivator, and
misunderstanding is apt to breed a sense of injustice, which expresses 1tself
in vehement complaint to touring officers not connected with the Canal
Department.

§ The officer just quoted says that many villages are in the habit of
putting in frivolous claims for every field ‘ on the off chance that somethini
will happen ’, and he adds that If this practice were abandoned, it woul
be possible 10 have almost every case examined by a gazetted officer, which
would mean much less latitnde for the zilladar (see p. 216, note 1). It must ba
remembered that in any casa the final decision in regard to remission rests
not with the zilledar, who merely submits a recommendation, but with a
gazetted officer to whom the culttvator can, if necessary, appeal against the
tecommendation, The cultivator is therefors not without his romedy,
but believing in the bird in the hand, he often prefers to short-cirpujt £he
whole systeth by 2 bribe.

Corruption
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them, and my enquiries on this tour, and from colonists of position
mel elsewhere, suggest that this is no great exaggeration, One of
the latter, an ex-officer, says that last harvest, which was a bad one,
his fellow-villagers agreed amongst themselves to pay nothing, but
when it came {o the point, fear or distrust gol the better of them and
the usnal payments were made. Another, a man of some position
in the province, tells me that recently, when he went to see his
canal colony land, he found the zilladar® had come to the village
to look at the cotton, which a flood had ‘ ruined ’. A large exemp-
tion seemed clearly due, but Rs. 3 an acre was demanded for the
necessary recommendation, Unwilling to have a hand jn the
transaction of this kind, yet hesitaling to advise his temants to
pay nothing, he slipped away from the village under cover of dark,
Afterwards he heard that the matter had been settled for Rs. 500,
Canal outlets provide another means of extortion. If they are to
give a village the right amount of water, they must be exact in
size : an inch or two more or less may materially affect the supply,
and it is that inch or two that gives greed its chance, and an officer
who has land in another colony tefls me that not long ago his
village had to pay Rs. 465 (Rs. 7-B per square) to get a masonry
outlet of the right size.

1§ only the gentlemen who tell one such things in private would
be willing to repeat them in public, it would be much eagier to
bring them under control. That it is possible 0 suppress them
altogether no onc who has lived in o hot climate for over twenty
years would think of suggesting. Still less should it be supposed
that orruption is peculiar to a particular department. Generally,
but ot always, it is in close tatio to opportunity. In a canal
colony, since Governmént supplies the water, opportunity is
naturally great, and, to counter it, the strictest possible supervision
is necessary. As a step in this direction it would be well if Canal
Sub-Divisional Officers were obliged to keep a horse or camel instead
of the beloved motor bicycle, which mercly raises the dust, at
considerable cost to Government but with little advantage to the
cultivator* Therc might also be a simpler and more summary

1 A subordinate canal official on Rs. 6o to 150 p.m.

2 Under rule every Canal Sub-Divisional Officer 1s required to keep a
harse, and not long ago the rule was re-affirmed. In my experience & rule
of this kind is obeyed only if those concerned are periodically questioned
and their superior officers themselves tour on horseback, I am, moreover,
convinced that, if (as many think) the efficiency of he administration has
declined smen the war, the widespread use of the motor instead of the horse
has had & good deal to do with it.

I have alinded to this in my jowrnal (p. 154), and the officer of the Irriga-
tion B:?nch )a.lready quoted confirms my view, so far as his Branch is con-
cerned (1934)-
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procedure for bringing offenders to book. How many zealous
officials have rued the day when they started proceedings against
a corrupt or dishomest subordinate! Their inevitable result is
heavy extra work, which is only too likely to end fruitlessly in the
status quo ante. The worst offenders are often too clever to be
caught, but few are so clever that their misdoings are not generally
“kiiown. And what is generally known can be ascertained. Some
dispute this, but although it is difficult to be certain of the truth in
the case of those who keep within customary limits, T hold it
undoubtedly possible for an experienced officer who tours widely
and enquires judiciously to discover those who are nolorsously
carrupt ; just as it is possible to discover those who are scrupulously
honest, of whom happily there is a leavening to be found in every
department, even in the humblest spheres. And I hold further
that in the one case promotion should be stopped, and in the otherI
accelerated. T believe that all who know the peasani well would
subscribe to this principle, and that its general application would |
do much to mitigate the evil, as it already has in the case of gazetted
officers,”
In regard to the latter, since the war the Punjab Government
has shown great vigour and, after due enquiry, has dismissed a
number of responsible officials who were too acquisitive, and this
has had an excellent effect upon those to whom promotion to high
office is open. The spread of University education has also done
something to quicken self-respect amongst gazetted officers, and
my enquiries throughout the province suggest that in most, but
perhaps not all, departments the number of the latter who give
cause for suspicion is diminishing. So far as the lower ranks are
concerned, much of the responsibility lies with the people them-
selves, who are guick to bribe when there is anything they specially
fear or desire. This is one of the many features that the Indian
peasant has in common with the Russian, ‘ A fiery young Commun-
ist' describes how during the war, when the Germans occupied
part of Russia, the peasants, ‘ to escape tasks that they didn't like,
resorted to thejit ancient trick—bribery,’ and ‘began to bring
" gifts” to ihe Germans—eggs, butter, pork, fruit and other
things, And he adds that ‘ bribery was as much a part of the old
régime as were uniforms ’, and that * in the early days of the Revolu-
tion the peasant was as prodigal with bribes as he ever was under
the Czar,> Where this attitude prevails, the evil can be kept in
T According to The Statesman (21 Jung 1934) the Chief Juslice, Lahore
High Court, recently expressed himself * satisfied that a small number of the
Judictal officers and a large proportion of the ministerial steff of the courts of

this province are corrupt ' and that he proposed taking suitable action to stop it.
% Hindus, op. cit,, 323-5-6. Cf. also Wicksteed, op. cit.,, 63.
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check by vigilance and drastic penalties, but the only permanent
remedy is education.®
Although the supply of water is officially controlled, iis dis-
tribution over the village lands is done by the colonists themselves,
. . To-day's village has two supply chamnnels (%al), and
2{:&1’“‘“ of for each the colonists select one of their number to
regulate the distribution and decide all disputes.
He must be a man with either clock or walch, so that he can inform
all who enquire when their tumn begins. If a person’s land lies
one rectangle away, he is allowed five minutes to get there, and
another five minutes for every extra rectangle he bas to cross, The
work is not very onerous, for each man'’s turn is twelve hours, and,
as someone said in Shahpur, where arrangements are very similar :
* Those who have watches on their wrists look at them: as to the
rest of us, if it is night, we look at the stars, and if it is day, we look
at the sun.’ The time-keeper holds his office during the good
pleasure of those who elect him, and his reward is an extra allowance
of water. Practice is not the same in every village, and in some an
informal panchayat is in control.
But not all disputes can be settled by a panchayat. One day
(in another colony) when I was working, s young Sikh with a goat's
beard appeared at the door. He took off his puggaree
deferentially, and, nervously putting it on again,
entered with folded hands, Bowing so low that his
forehead almost touched the table and looking first to the left and
then to the right as if seeking assistance for the loosening of his
tongue, he burst into speech: ‘My brother stopped my water-
course. I went to the tahsil and made my complaint: no one
listened : I was not allowed into the conrt, I came back and heard
that the King had come to the neighbourhood ’ and so on. When
1 told him that I was shortly going to see the Deputy Commissioner
and would speak to him about it, all the anxiety of his agitated face
melted away into wrinkling smiles. In the Punjab, to the go per
cent who live in villages the Deputy Commissioner® is the real king,
THi¥ one high official who is readily accessible to all (the Commissioner
with five or six districts lives too far away), who is prepared to hear
the poorest man's grievance, and who can often prevent, and
sometimes redress awrong. To the peasant he is of more importance
than the whole galaxy of stars above him and some defence against
the locust army of petty officials below him,

The Deputy
CGommissioner

t ] am informed on good authority that owing to the depression
t(;orm_-[))hon in this colony has decreased, but ‘ not to any appreclable extent’
X934}

¢ In most provinces the head of the district is called the Collector,
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It was half-past two when we continued our march, and we
had still fifteen miles to do under a hot sun, The tarred road
stretched away into the void, and as it neared the horizon suddenly
dipped into a blue and glassy lake ; which, however, vanished at
our approach. The day was almost spent when we entered Bure-
wala;_and as we did so, a train appeared from the west in a cloud
(of dust, which the setting sun turned to gold, and the engine that
drew it, black and porlentous, sesmed a symbol of the new age that
is entering this once empty world,

8 March (Sunday)—Rasulpwr to Mackian Wals via Chak 334
(x4 miles)

To avoid the heat of the afternoon, which now has a presage
of hot weather fire, we made an early start and after some miles
came to whal looked like a gipsy encampment in
gia;feﬂ?:t the middle of a vast heap of rubbish. This was the
temporary settlement of the colonists whose bank we
had come to see, They were all Sikh Jats from Sialkot and had
come here in the hot weather of 1928, and the first thing they did
was to build themselves this encampment of mud hovels thatched
with grass. That they are still living in this way is due to a pro-
longed quarrel with the anthorities as to where they should build
their village.t
When the news came to them in Sialkot that they had been
given land in the NiliBar in place of their waterlogged fields at
home,? there was great rejoicing. ‘ You will all be chowdhris,’
said their envious neighbours, and a wife hearing of her husband's
good fortune pressed for more jewellery. ‘ We all got up and ran,
they said. Actually what they did was to put wife, child, and kit
into their carts and go off on foot. The journey took fifteen days,
and it must have heen hot work, for they arrived here in June,
when even the lizard is glad of shade. They quickly ran up shelters
of mud and grass, but life was far from pleasant. ' The mosquitoes *
devoured us, and food and fodder had fo be fetched from Burewala
(four miles away). We lived on flour, pulse, salt, pepper, and
onions, There is no strength in onjons, but we were so pleased
that we grew strong on them, and every hardship we endured
gladly, We knew how prosperous men had become in the Sandal
Bér¢ and the Ganji BarS and we believed we should become

* Since settled (193r).
2 Cf. p. 0.

3 Villagera entitled to special respect,
F The Lyallpur calony.

5 The Montgomery colony.
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prosperous too, The land, too, was good. But since then we
have had only trouble.’

We settled down in the shade of a tamarix tree™—the only bit
of shade within sight—to hear their tale of woe, and about thirty

colonists sat in front of us on durries, their shoes
s:;::‘;‘g" of  gathered in little fleets round the outer edges. There

were two main troubles—the site of their village and
the lack of water, ‘No one hears us' they repeated again and
again ; yet ihe complaint was flatly contradicted by the headman's
official book. * No chak,’ wrote the Assistant Colonization Officer,
* has given me more trouble.” The complaint about water, without
which nothing can be done, was that it was capricious and insuffi-
cient. One person said that in the last six harvests his land had
been irrigated only twice. Yet after the first three harvests, for
which Gavernment made no charge® he had to pay Rs. 75 a rec-
tangle, He had not, however, applied for any remission under
the barvest failure rules, apparently becanse he thought it was
useless. Another colonist in the same plight was said to have gone
off to his home to raise money for Government dues by mortgaging
ancestral acres. Doubtless these were special cases, but what
seemed common enough was the failure of many to secure enough
water to mature their cotton crop. Those near the outlet had
fothing to complain of, and several admitted that they had got
the excellent yield of 8 or 10 maunds of unginned cotlon per acte,
But member after member spoke of only a maund or two, and one
said that he had got a total of only five maunds from nine acres,
Hearing this, I took fifteen cases at random, and in ten the cotton
yield was about one maund per acre. Low, almost unbelievably
low, as this figure is, I doubt whether it is very far from the mark,
for the headman corrected a number of them and he and some others
admitted having done well enough themselves.

Every great scheme has its difficulties, and the Nili Bér is no
exception. This area in particular has suffered, because its levels
proved unexpactedly irregular, its soil was so loose and sandy that
the canal banks were frequently breached, and a bridge required
to catry the canal across the railway took a very long time to build.
These Sialkotis therefore had real ground for complaint (by no
means always the case in a canal colony), and one of them said:
* If there were not a bank, we should all run away: with its help
we have paid the land revenue, Where there is no bank, some have
run away’—a fact that an official subsequently corroborated.

* Fardsh (lamans avbeulaln)
2 In cases of special hardshtp Government dues are remuited for the
first three, :nstead of the first two, harvests (sse p. 215, n 2).
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And another said : ‘Let Government take half of all we produca
instead of what it takes now, and we shall be pleased’ And a
third :  If this state continues, there will be no children.’

The loss from harvest to harvest would be less felt, had not
the move from Sialkot exhausted reserves, despite the more careful
Gost of economy. Many cleared their land themselves, and
seiflomegt  Others spent well under Rs. 100 on this, Rs. 50 orso

went in transporting goods and chattels, and few
families can have spent less than Rs. Too in maintaining themselves
till their first harvest. Then there were the usual charges, official
and otherwise, for the village watercourses,” and now new houses
are being built at the very moderate cost of Rs, 200 to 400, Thus
each colonist has required from Rs. 600 to 8oo for initial expenses,
which is much less than what yesterday’s soldiers spent ; less, too,
than the Inspector’s estimate (Rs. 1,100) for the average colonist.?
Most of it (as with the soldiers) has been met from savings, but'
yields have hitherto proved sa disappointing and prices fallen so low
that twenty-eight out of the thirly-four members have had to
borrow from the bank, ten of them for the payment of Government
charges.

On leaving the village we traversed a bit of the old B4r, thread-
ing our way between dishevelled bushes that were half trees and
still more dishevelled trees that were half bushes. The earth was
alternately hard and soft, hard where the clay has been baked for
centuries by the hot sun and soft where a spongy salty efflorescence
lay like half-thawed snow, and the chief sign of life was an occasional
sprinkling of camel dung. No country could be uglier or seem more
entirely forgotten of its Maker, yet morning and evening, at dawn
and at sunset, the grace of heaven descends upon it and east and
west flush with a marvellous beauty. It was hot, and for the first
time this year European clothes felt too thick., In time we rejoined
the Multan road, which ran ever onwards until it disappeared into
the distant mirage.

0 March.—Machiaiwala to Vihars via Chak 421 (10 miles)

In a settled tract villages have a pleasani irregularity of line
and level rising ever higher as the debris of the years accumulates
. 1ound them. In a colony they rise straight from

o0 g"':h.}:’;d“!’“ the level plain, and at this time of year their white
mud-plastered walls stand four-square amidst smiling

crops of wheat, But however smiling things look outside, within
I See p. 214° 2 contractor was given Rs, Goo for making the water-

coursas of four rectangles serviceable.
3 D 274
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all is gloom, and this morning when I gave those who were waiting
for us the usual greeting—' Are you well ? "—they shook their
heads sombrely. 1 noticed that there was not the usual drinking
well in the village square. ‘ We were too poor,’ they said, * to sink
it before this: it is 6g feet to the water and it will cost Rs. 1,300
but we shall make it now, and the contract is given’ The only
shade we could find for our mecting was that of an aged jand tree,
and there we sai packed together for three hours, the outer rows
overflowing into the hot sun.

The colonists were mostly Muslim or Sikh Virks, and had come
here in 1ge8 from thirteen watetlogged villages in Gujranwala,
No one except the headman got more than one rectangle, and in all
but ten cases a rectangle was given to two or even three brothers,
There were, o -fact, twenty-six cases of the last, and loud was the
complaint that a living (guedra) was impossible? And indeed it is
under existing conditions. At present it is probably just possible
for a single family to live on a rectangle (25 acres), provided it
cultivates the land itself. But when two, and cven three, familieg
have to be maintained, the 25 acres simply cannot doit. But they
might have done it once, when prices were high, and it must be
remembered that {hese grants were made before {he slump, Such,
too, is the hunger for land that the Deputy Commissioners who had
to choose the colonists were naturally anxious to provide for as
many of their excellent peasants as possible, and one of them tells
me that once four brothers applied for a single rectangle.

The pregident of the bank had an unusual point to his credit ;
after serving in the army he managed to matriculate, As he keeps
accounts, he was able to teil us how he fared Iast year, and the
figures he gave us may be summarized thus :—

Rs.
Grosy receipts .. . .. . 250
(plus ten maunds of wheat, worth Rs, 15, kept for
home consumption)
Government dues .. .. 238

Balance . . ' . 128
This modest balance is in no sense a net profit, since nothing has
been included on account of seed and depreciation on implements
and cattle, etc. How, then, had helived ? He saved Rs. 600 from

T Prosopis spivigera.

2 In yesterday's village forty families had only twenty-six rectangles
to support them.

3 His 10 aczes of wheat gave 70 maunds, 60 of which Le sold at Re. 1-8
{be held it for a rise), and 10f acres under cotton gave 40 maunds, which
he sold in the village for Rs. 360. The gross receipts do not include his
fodder crops (!;2 acres) a3 they were fed 1o his catile, He was allowed some
remission of Government dues on account of partial harvest failure,
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the first two harvests, which were revenue free and fetched good
prices, and, after spending Rs. 400 on a house, had Rs. 200 over :
he also borrowed Rs. 50.  All last year he worked single-handed on
his rectangle, and only twice or thrice, when work pressed, did he
obtain the services of a neighbour with his plough for 3 day. As
headman of the village, be has now been given another 12} acres,
and with that he should be able to live,
But can a man and his family live on one rectangle 7 This is
a vital question, for in this colony the ordinary peasant has no
more, I have therefore been at pains to collect
I one figures that would answer it. Those given me by the
retanelo . Manager of the Government Seed Farm at Vibéri
are the most illuminating, Seven tenants cultivate
the 8} rectangles of the Farm, and last year, after deducting the
bare costs of production® but nothing on account of food or labour,
they had an average surplns (per tenant) of Rs, 160 per rectangle
tolive on. This is about Rs. 13 a month, or 7 annas a day, which
is no more than a coolie earns. What makes it so significant is
that they are cultivating under the most favourable circumstances,
‘The land is good, the seed used is of {he best, and the supervision
is expert. Yields of 15 maunds an acre were obtained for wheat
and of 10 or 12 for cotton, whereas in the tract we have just come
through (so the Manager said) only 1o or 12 can be expected for
wheat, and 5 or 6 for cotton. There is yet another point in their
favour. A distinctive feature of the colony is that the amount of
water supplied is sufficient of itself to irrigate only 51 per cent of the
ared aflotted as against 5 per cent in Lyallpur* This is done
deliberately to encourage its careful use and avoid the reckless
waste commen in other colonies. But it does not mean that only
5% per cent can be cultivated ; for g certain amount of rain can be
expected,3 and with its help, provided the full supply of water is
given and the channels run well, the area can be considerably
extended, and in this case it was 60 per cent of the whole. TUn-
fortunately, however, in a large part of the colony the supply has

T Seed, implements, upkeep of cattle (i.e. fodder and depreciation on
two pairs of builocks per rectangle), and all Government does.

4 The two percentages ara not strictly comparable, since the Lyallpur
percentage is of the culturable commanded area and the Nili Bar i3 of the gross
area, which includes the willage site, efc. It was subsequently found that if
only the cultivated commanded area were considered, an intensity of 6o per
cent would be possible without sending any more water down the canal,
and this percentage has now been adapted. Io the Shahpur (Lower Jhelum)
calony the corresponding percentage 15 75 (except in soma riverain villages),
and in the Montgomery colony (Lower Bari Doab) it is 666, except on the
Gugera Branch, where 1t is 50 (1034).

3 The rainfall is 8 inchea.

Epucte-opuigy ot
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been deficient, partly for the reasons already given,® but mainly
because the Sutlej has not fulfilled the expeciations based on its
previous records.?

Let us, howsver, assume for the colony as a whole an average
cultivated area of 60 per cent, yields of 64 and 10 maunds per acre
for unginned cotton and wheat, and village prices of Rs. 6 and Rs. 2
per maund for each of them, respectively. Even on these assump-
tions, which are a little optimistic,? a family with one rectangle will
have only about Rs. 121, or about Rs. 10 a month, to meet all their
household and miscellaneous expenses for a year, and the estimate
makes no allowance for either implements or depreciation, as was
done in the case of the Farm tenants4 Incidentally, it is hardly
as much as what an ordinary agricultural labourer earns in the
colony.s

Twice on the road I have met Arain tenants who said they had
been able to live on half a reclangle, but this was before the heavy
fall in prices and each cultivated 1 to 1} acres with chillies, tobacco,
and vegetables, We saw at Hansi what a difference intensive
cropping makes, and if this remedy were open to the colonist, his
whole position would be different. But in the greater part of the
colony vegetables and the like are impossible without a well—the
Sutlej is too capricious—and with water 60 feet or more below the
surface, irrigation wells are not practicable. In the village visited

1 p. 220,

2 Unhappily, since the Sutlej Valley canals were opencd, the Sutlej
has beaten its own record, and less water has come down it than has ever
been recorded (r934).

3 For current market prices see p. 2, n.1.  Village prices would be 4 to 6
annas less. As to yleld, figures kindiy supplied by the SeniorSecretary to the
Financial Commissioners show that in each of the $wo years ending 1932-3 the
ares matured was less than 50 ger cent of the allotted area (all culturable),
i.e. 44 per cent the first year and 47§ ger cent the second. In the two years
a little over 6 per cent of the crop failed.

4 The basis of the calculation is an area of zoo acres (4 rectangles)
cultivated thus i—

acres

‘Wheat . . o .. .- 32

Cotton . e . .. . 20

Podder - v . . .. 8
Total . .. . 6o .

The following deductions have been made: (s) Government dues (excluding

acreage rate) as specified on p. 225, 8.2; (8) Re 5 (per rectangle) for village

servants; (¢) seed at the rate of 24 seers per acre for wheat, 6 seers per acre

for cotton, and 12 anmas per acre for [odder, The changes in malikana

gxnsd \glater rate meptioned on p. 225, n.2, raise the roturn from Rs, 121 to
. 163

5 Cf. p. 298,
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two days ago experiments with potatoes had failed, and a colonist
who tried to grow vegetables lost much of his crop for want of water
at a critical moment. In time, as water percolates through from
the canal, the water table will doubtless rise to well level ;* but
that lies too far ahead to be a remedy for present troubles. Mean-
while, except where conditions are unusunally favourable, a family
can expect only the barest subsistence from a single rectangle, and
‘Where the rectangle has to be shared with others, even subsistence
is impossible. In one way, however, the wind can be tempered to
the shorn lamb ;. Gavernment is the landlord and it can reduce its
dues. And there is a further reason for doing this. In this colony,
owing to the great cost of the scheme, the dues are higher than in
any other.?

Before the slump Government dues were everywhere paid with
reasonable ease, but now in canal-irrigated tracts, where water rate
as well as Jand revenue has to be paid, they have
become a burden and many can pay them only by
borrowing.? This has been the refrain all along our
route in candl areas? and in this village twelve members have
borrowed Rs. 1,000 from the bank to pay their last instalment.
Nine others have borrowed sums varying from Rs, 40 to 100 from
the money-lender, seven of them at 183 per cent and two at 37} per
cent ; and in almost every case an amna in the rupee was deducted

Government
duss

¥ Ci p. 24.

2 Assuming 6o per cent cultivated, and cropping as above, these dues
amount to Rs, 212-8 B year per rectangle (including acreage rate, to
Rs, 287-8), thns :—

Rs,
Land revenue .. . 3-8 per matured acre,
Mahkana (1.8, economic rent
less land revenne) . 3 per allotted acre per annum.

Water rate—wheat -4
cotton . 6-4 tper matured acre.
foddar e -8 .
Acreage rate (see p. 214) 3 perallotted acre (Rs. 4-4 if paid
in nstalments).
Rates and cesses .. ..  O-2«topet rupee ofland revenue,
When the facts were represented to Government, it was decided to charge
malkana on matured instead of allotted area. A further concession has been
made since ; for the thres years ending with the spring harvest of 1936 only
Rs, 18 will be charged per acre matured in the case of land perennially
irrigeted ; and in the same cage the water rates on wheat and cotton given
abave have heen temporarily reduced by Re. 1 each, the fodder rate being
raised correspondingly . ..

The colony has also shared liberally in the general remissions of land
revenue and water rate given during the slump (ses next note).

3 Recognizing this dificulty, the Punjab Government has remitted
243 lakhs (£1,822,500), of land revenue (147 lakhs) and waterrate (96 lakhs).
In May 1934 water rates were also reduced by 36 lakbs.

4 See pp. 19, 124

184
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by way of discount. In ome of the two cases, 37} per cent was
charged because the headman did not accompany the borrower:
be generally went with a borrower, not {0 stand surety, but to give
the money-lender an assurance that, if necessary, he would help
him to recover his loan,* In the other case, a Virk went to a {ellow
Virk and was charged 374 per cent for Rs. 40 plus the usual cut.
Another, a Muslim with a wife and two sons, who shared a rectangle
with a brother, stood up and said :—

‘I have paid the lambardar* Rs, 66: Rs. 20 are still due,
Where shall [ get this? I have been to Vihari, but no one will lend
to me, and I have sold all my cotton to pay the Rs. 66."

* Can you not sell a bullock ?’

‘1 have only two, and one is sick, and the other is bad, and
o one will look ai it.’

‘ And jewellery 7’

‘How could I have jewellery? Your lot (kismet) is good,
mine is bad. I have bound my belly and paid Rs. 66. I cannot
do mare.’

I turned to the president of the bank. Would it be wise to
make him a member and advance him the Rs, 20? He shook hig
head, and I was not surprised; for he had the dishevelled look of
the typical defaulter, with a face wrinkled, sunken, and fockless.
Bat it was not easy to turn him down in this way.

We rounded off our inspection by a talk with two women, who
stood timidly side by side against the clean mud-plastered wall of

a bouse. One was very shy, and during most of
Village women 41 441y all that could be seen of her face was a large
nose edged with shawl. The other, who was a Muslim, was mote
ialkative. She wore a long black smock and the nsual dirty grey
cotton shawl over her head, and at first across her face; but she
soon let it drop, revealing the pleasant homespun features of
a healthy light-coloured woman of 35. She had been married at
the age of 11 and thought 1x or 12 the best age for this. Marriage
was sometimes deferred till 17, but her own danghter was married
at 11, and Rs, 300 were spent on the feasting and entertainment of
the guests, and something furtber on ornaments. Ornaments must
be given, whether there is money in the house or not.3 Otherwise,
when a girl goes to the house of her mother-in-law, no one will pay
her any respect. For the same reason she must have a proper
troussean, Those who can afford it give twenty-one suits (frewar),
others eleven, and no one less than three,

¥ A common practice : of. Rusiiows, I42.
2 Headmau.
1 CL p. 163.
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A question about work made the more talkative almost elo-
quent. The grinding must be begun before dawn, for when the sun
rises they have to churn and, as there is no well, water must be
fetched from the channels in the fields. Then comes the cooking,
and the taking out of the husband’s meal. Now that there is no
money, clothes cannot be hought and two or three hours’ spinning
has to be done every day. More grinding, too, is done Lo save the
cosi of the bullock mill. My eyes become blind with fatigue,
and only in the hot weather do I get one or two hours’ rest in the
middle of the day.’ Even this is better than what we were told in
Rohtak.! On one point cusiom is merciful : child-birth is followed
by forty days’ rest. As ever amongst peasants, babes are nursed
for long periods, boys for two and a half years and girls for two.
A girl begins work at 6 or 7, and the first thing she learns is to wash
the vessels and play with the younger children. Then she is given
a broom to clean the house, and she is taught to knead and cook.
Ginning the cotton and spinning follow, and finally at g or 10 she
heips her mother to grind. This is the severest task of afl, but at
first she does no more than lay a half-idle hand on the grindstone
handle, and the full task is not dome till 16 or 17. ‘ There is not
strength before this,’ said a woman in Hissar last mouth ; ‘also,
when a girl comes to live with her husband, for a year or two she is
given only light work.”? I could not help exclaiming at a system
which spared a girl the labour of grinding until of full age but noty
the labour of child-bearing.

Yesterday, too, we had some talk with a village woman,
a Sikh Jatni of about 45. She was sitting on the ground under
& wild caper tree3 Clad in thick dirty homespun, out of the skirt
of which appeared five virile foes widely spread, she had well-cut
features and a pointed chin, and locked at us out of frank but
unromantic eyes. She answered all our questions without hesitation
or embarrassment and spoke as one accustomed to the bard realities
of village life. She was married at 12 and had the first of her six
children at 16, All had survived except one, and the first four
were boys of 30 to 28, Curiously, none of them was married. The
family was toa poor, and was doubtless waiting until a girl of 10 was
old enough to be exchanged for & bride for ome of her brothers.
Her mother did not propose to marry her till she was 15 or 16,
which, amongst her people, was now the age of mamage In her
youth it had been two or three years younger. This change is
characteristic of the central Punjab and particulasly of the Sikhs,

¢ pp. 196, 197
2 Cf. Rusticys, 193.
1 Capparss aphyila.
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who lead in all such matters.® What is perhaps less characteristic
is that she thought education spoilt gitls for work, To the difficult
question whether any materjal change had taken place in regard
to women in the last thirty years she replied that the chiel one was
food, which was now better.

The sun was a ittle pest its meridian when we Jeft the village,
and shone hotly upon us and-upon the country round. We passed
through a tract of the old Bar, and the blue tarred road was in hard
contrast to the arid wastes that glittered on either side. It was
almost deseried, and for sorne miles the only {raffic we passed was
a string of camels, who superciliously ignored the road as a super-
fluous inmovation, Towards Vihari irrigation began again, and
green wheat appeared flooding round bush and tree like an incoming
tide, It was nearly three when I sat down to my first meal. * With
some, time gallops withal.'?

10 March—~To Clak 532 and back (8 miles)

Is anyone happy in this colony ? Certainly ihe Janglis!
amongst whom we were to-day, morning and evening, were not,
, ‘What is your state? ' 1 asked a largs gathering
fmi“s';‘h this morning, greeling them in more guarded {crms
than yesterday. ' We have no slate,’ was the reply.
‘Our land has heen taken away, and we have nowhere to sit’
Two stalwart women pressed forward and, prosirating themselves,
clung to my embarrassed feet. With difficudty I got them {0 assume
a more convenjent attitude, and we all sat down on the rubbish-
littered edge of the hamlet, a cluster of eleven semi-nomad dwellings.
A few years ago, when the couniry was a desert, it passed for a
village. Now it would attract no notice at all but that, being old,
it stands a little ahove the surrounding plain.
The two matrons squatted in front and at once embarked upon
a high-pitched duet, as unintelligible and melodramatic as if it had
been opera, but far less melodious. With difficulty I turned the
duet info a solo, which would be well described as ‘ appassionata .
1 can give only the gist of her theme. *‘We came here before the
English, before even the days of S4wan Mal4 Seven generations
have we lived here. We sank two wells, and cultivated the ‘jangal’
wherever there was water from rain, and our camels grazed where
they pleased. Then were we lords of the ‘jangal’. But now our
land has been stolen (here two impassioned arms were fung out

¥ See p. 11,
2 As You Like I, i, 2, 320.
3 See p. 14,

+ A well-known Governor of Multan and the soutb-west Punjab (1821-44).
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in my direction), and we may no longer go here and there with our
camels, but must work for a wage and pick cotton, and our men
must hire themselves out with their camels, Many have left the
village and gong to seek work in the chaks.* We used to drink our
fill of the milk of our goats and camels; but now our milch camels
are few : there is no grazing for them. Some have died, and the
others are weak.”* I managed at last to stop the flow of her elo-
quence with questions about herself, She had three sons, aged
26, 22 and 12, and only the eldest was married. She would marry
the next when her daughter was old enough to marty and an -
exchange of brides would bec arranged, Unlike the Gujranwala
women of yesterday, she had nursed her sons for two years and her
daughter for two and a half, obeying, so she said, Muslim law
(Shariaf).

* Why this difference ? ' T asked.

‘ A girl is the lowler, and God pities her.’

* Then do mothers love their girls more than their boys?’

" How could that be so? Both are of the womb.’

But those around agreed that a father was fonder of his sons
and a mother of her daughters, since a son lightened his father's
work and a daughter her mother’s, I asked when a girl began to
help her mother. ° At 5 or 6, she learns to bring things. Then she
picks the lice out of her mother’s hair } ° and so on, as in yesterday's
talk.

*Weak and beggarly clements’' were these people, but how
clean their houses were. Houses I say, but really they were
N dwellings in the intermediate stage between tent
and house : the usual mud-plastered walls, of course,
but the roof thatched with riverain grass and sup-
ported by short crooked undressed tree trunks. In one case large
holes had been torn in the riverain grass; yet the room below was
spotless, and all its simple possessions, lacquered chests, many-
coloured baskets, earthenware pots, were exquisitely arranged.
Some were protected from the dust by a blanket woven out of the
wool of camel and goat, and on the wall was a long strip of tapestried
cloth embroidered with comic animals. This had been worked by
one of the girls, and it was her duty twice a day to dust everything

Jengli
dwellings

r Villages.

2 Cf p. 22,

3 T understand that the custom of nursing & son for two, and a danghter
for two and a half years, which some follow {e.g. iz Mianwali), is not based
on the Shariat. The Korani¢c injunction is as follows :—' And we have
enjoined upon man concerning his parents—His mother beareth him 1m
weaknes:;. upon weakness, and his weaning is in two years' (Swrah 31,
pata. 14).
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in the room. ‘ Even if we have to go without our food, it may be
for two meals, we still keep everything clean and in its place : it is
a matter of izzat.”, (Here indeed was izzat at its proper task3)
¥et, according to the police, all in the village are cattle-thieves,
But amongst Janglis cattle-thieving is an honourable sport.3
"On the way back we talked of the Janglis and their tale of woe.
It is an old complaint and whenever I meet them I hear it ;# but
it is none the less human for 1hat, One is reminded
g:‘;ge“d"m"“ of the tragedy of the Red Indians, and one realizes
with sadness the inexorable modern law which
demands that be who produces little shall give way to him who
produces much. All that can be dane is to make the adjustment
as bearable as possible and to give the best of the new age in return,
In the Nili Bér the problem presented peculiar difficulties, because
it was the last of the Punjab Bars to be colonized and Janglis who
had failed to get land elsewhere came here to try their luck. The
Colonization Officer, who has throughout fought a good fight for
both colonist and Jangli, spent months traversing the desert on
a camel in order to examine all claims on the spot, and even doubtful
ones were admitted, The gathering of the Janglis into village
settlements inevitably involved hardship and discontent. Many
of the claims were to isolated spots, and many more touched widely
scattered areas. As Jangli and colonist could not be mixed ke
wheat and gram, some concentration was necessary, and this was
‘done with the most tender consideration for old associations. Here
and there, in response to fervent appeal, isolated groups were left
where they had always been, but eventually all in turn asked to be
re-settled amongst their kith and kin, In short, it may be said that
in this colony, as in every other, the Colonization Officer has taken
the Jangl undér his special protection, and one of them felt so
keenly for them that one evening, in drafting his annual report, he
found his pen writing as follows :—

‘ The year has been one of real progress. The open spaces of
the desert have everywhere been parcelled out in meticulous
rectangles : jungal trees have heen felled, and the wandering camel
tracks of the waste have given place to the durable macadam of
public roads, running for miles without a curve or a gradient, The
goat-herd's pipe and the quavering love-song of the camel-driver
are mutte, and In their place we hear the klaxon of the lorry and the

* This cleanliness is entirely characteristic of the Jangli, and only less so
of the western Punjab, see p. 144, 1. 5. '

¢ Cf. p. 50.

3 0L po2g.

* Cf. p. 22, Poasant, 128-0, and Rusticus, 214-15, 236.
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folding hermonium of the peripatetic preacher. The reed encamp-
ments of the nomads, open to sun and wind and clean as a dancing
floor, have been replaced by the dark midden-infested mud houses
of the central Punjab. The nomad himself, once free of the Bar
and of his neighbonr’s cattle, has been pegged out, Prometheus-like,
on his 25 killas,® while the vultures of progress (who shall be name-
less) bury their obscene beaks in his vitals, . . .
“ O fortunatos nimium sua si bona noving,
Pastores.” '*

But there is another side to this, and it was put to us uncon-
sciously by & Jat whom we met on the road. Small, thicksel, and
63 years old, he was walking to Khénewal (fifty miles away) to
rejoin a brother, who in the days of high prices had bought 6} acres
for Rs. 3,500. With the help of a well, in addition to the canal,
he js still able to support himself and his family, ‘Nothing is
saved, but he can live” This Jat, too, has a family—a wife and
three sons—and to support them he has been walking about the
Nili Bér to find land he could Jease. But his labour bas been in
vain, and his feilure and his great need made him eloquent.

‘ Why doses the Sitkar not give me land ?  Our work is cultiva-
tion, What else can we do? Where else can we go? We must
have land.’

* The Sirkar cannot give everyone land, Jats are many, and
the land is limited.’

¢ Then why does it give land to the great and not to the poor?’

‘ It has given it to many who are poar, especially to those who
have done it service.”

‘But I have committed no fanit. I have not stolen, I have
done no crime, Why cannot I be given land too? I have a wife
and two children and only three ghumaon.'

Simple words these, but spoken with such force that they
seemed to express the very soul of the Jat and the peasant’s age-old
hunger for land. And this is the justification for depriving the
Jangli of his fresdom.

Note on THE Niut BAR Coroxy

The Colonization Officer, Mr. F. B, Wace, 1LC.S,, who has
kindly read the substance of this chapter, considers that for the

T A rectangle contains 25 killas : there 13 & play on the word, which in
Punjaby also means ‘ peg * {in Urdu kela). . . , .

2 * Shepherds, happy, too happy, did they their blessings know ' {Vergil,
Goorgic, §i, 458). * Pastores’ has been substituted for ‘ Agricolae .

3 In this fract and all along the Ravi a fhumaon is equal to on acra:
between the Ravi and the Sullej it is a little less, either +826 or <759 of an
acte,
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time to which it relates it gives ‘ a fair average * view of the colony
ag a whole. That it should be so gloomy is due to threec main
factors. Firsily, there was ‘ a series of unexpecledly short supplies ’
of water in the Sutlej.’ Secondly, to meet the high cost of the
scheme, charges were pitched higher than in f{ormer colonies; and
thirdly, prices suddenly collapsed. It can be understood that, in
the peculiar circumstances, the position of the Colonization Officer
was a very difficult one, torn as he was between the desirs to make
things easier for the settler and the fear of jeopardizing the finance
of the project. Fortunately the colony was in good hands, and
the high standard set by Mr. Wace has been maintained by his
successor, Mr, H. D. Bhanot, I.C.S. Mr. Bhanot has been assisted
in his task by Government’s financial concessions to the colonist*
and by the efficient control exercised by the Canal Department
over the water supplies3 The low prices, however, remain, and
they cast a deep shadow over the colomy. In spie of this, the
Colonization Officer, wriling in 1932, is able to report Lhat ‘ although
the Nili Bér may not be what it promised to befn 12y, . . . it
will yet be the home of the careful cultivator, tilling his land with
sagacity, and using his water to {he fullest advantage;’ and he
adds that ‘ no other colony has taught the cultivator the economical
use of wafer better than the Nill Bar '~ lesson sorely needed in
other colonies as well (1934).

t Pumyab Colonies Rpi. (1933), I6.
2 ? 225, 2.

3 Ibld., 16.

4 Ibid,, 6.
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CraprEr XIII
GURDASPUR AND SIALKOT

Jat Wire aAND MoTHER—SERVICE—THE PEASANT WiTh ONE
Proucu

Sunday, 15 March—Ram Das to Dera Baba Nanak (8 miles)

A 1rrrLe over two years ago I started off on my first tour from
Gurdaspur,” I thought I would complete the circuit of my wan-
derings by ending my secand in its neighbourhood. Ewvery story
should have a peaceful, if not a happy, ending, and in the Punjab
cace can best be had in the shadow of the great hills” These are
still fifty miles away, but yesterday when I rode my first march
fiom Fatehgarh the vast shadowy form of the Daulah Dhar* was
in sight. The district—Gurdaspur—requires little description, as
I have already described the tract in which it les in The Punjab
Peasant3 It is essentially submontane, which means that the
rainfall is good4 that holdings are smafl, and vegetation rich.
T confess to a particular weakness for it, as it was amongst its simple
and not very prudent peasamtry that I learnt the rudiments of
Co-operation. It is characteristic of its old-fashioned ways that
his mérning when I held the chickS back for one of my older
visitors on the conclusion of his visit, he at once took a step back
into the middle of the room, exclaiming : ‘No, no~TI am a men of
the old ideas.’
On my'way here, after attending a meeting of the local Banking
Union at Singhpura, I had a look at the village, which consists of
. sbout 150 houses. In 1929, inspired by the zaildar,
gﬁiﬁgﬁ;ﬂ who lives there, the village created a _pancheyat
10 keep the village clean. Not being formed under
the Act, it is on truly representative lines® and consists of three
Jats, the local headmaster, a doctor, an cil-presser, and a sweeper,
T Rushicus, 1
2 See shud, 7.
3p 24,
4 About 36 inches.
5 A blnd of spht reeds,
6 Ct. pp. 138?.
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A sweeper is paid Rs. 5 a month {o keep the lanes clean (lis wife
does the work); the drinking wells are disinfected; ponds and
depressions are being filled up, and people are encouraged to use
metal vessels for drawing water instead of earthenware, which get
broken and choke the well. Money has been raised by a grant of
Rs. 50 from the village fund (trees are sold) and of Rs. 40 from the
village bank, by levying an anna on each basket of vegetables
brought into the village,” and by doubling the cess (Rs. 144) for
the village watchman: this Jast was felt to be a little severe,
Self-taxatlon for more traditional ends, generally religious, is
‘common and I have given many examples of it, but for sanitation_
it is rare, and on this tour I can recall only the six sixteen Moga villageg
mentioned on page 116 and a village in Amritsar, which spent
Rs. 500 on paving its lanes. On my last tour, too, I came across
only one or two examples? That, however, there should be any
examples at all indicates a possibility.

The pleasantest feature of a very pleasant day was a talk with
the wife of a retired cavalry sergeant, a Sikh Jat, We found her
A Ink futerd spinning in her small but spotless courtyard with her

Rerlor  orown-up martied danghter at her side. The mother
wore homespun and kept her face almost completely concealed,
but the daughter, who wore pyjama trousers, was unveiled, and
after the first moments looked at us without embarrassment, She
was a good-looking buxom lass with plump well-rounded features—
the kind that Eastern posts compare to the full moon-—and a gently
resolute face. She was one of eight children, of whom three were
dead. She herself was already a mother and was paying her
parents a visit to show them her first-born, an infant of four months,
She was happy, therefors, and free of all a mother-inlaw's res-
traints.? She was married at 17, but her mother not till she was 21,
The mother thought 17 or 18 the best age for marriage, and thanks
to the teaching of the zaildar’s grandfather, of whom something
will be said presently, this is now the custom. Though her husband
was 54, he did not look a day older than 40. He had a frank kindly
look, and as we talked of his domestic life, his virile bearded face
filled with a woman’s tenderness.

1t is the village custom for women to rest for forty days after
the birth of a child and do no work at all, and both mother and
daughter had done this4 When I asked the daughter about her
first-born, she jumped up and, climbing on to 8 low wall dividing

1 Thacaﬂeuﬂunofthmtax!orayaarwnsauctmnedandfetched Rs. 20,
% Ruslicus, 168,

3 Cf, p. 286,

4 Cf p. 227,
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the courtyard in two, stretched out two graceful arms towards the
girls and boys that thronged the roof of the neighbouring house,
and down came the gayest Little mite T have ever seen of his age.
At a snap of the fingers, he became all smiles and his eyes danced
with delight, It was a singularly picturesque and homely scene:
the mother spinning the snowy cotton thread, and the daughter
dandling her merry first-born in her arms ; at their back, the high
clean mud-plastered wall of the small courtyard, and cresting its
top, fifty hoys and girls in many-coloured garments, sometwittering
with excitement, others in rapt attention, and many leaning upon
the rampart of dung-cakes which were drying in the sun, Neither
mother nor danghter had suffsred much in childbirth—a matter
of two to four hours : it rarely lasts more than that, and the village
midwife was there to help. She cannot do much during the crisis,
but she knows what to do afterwards. The mother nursed her
boys for two and a quarter years and her daughters for one and
three quarters, ‘Why this difference ?’ I asked. ‘A boy is
dearer,’ and the sergeant said this was because a bay would become
master of the land.* This, however, was the only difference made.
I asked the mother how many children she thought sufficient,
‘Two, she replied: ‘care can then be taken of them. And
what do yow think ? ' I said, turning to the daughter, ‘One,’ was
her monosyllabie reply, and she danced her gay half-naked first-born
before her.

The mother rises at five, and the first thing she does is to set
the chopped fodder before the two cows and the buffalo that share
the courtyard with the household—the byre was beautifully swept.
Then follow ablutions (2 servant brings the water), and an hour or
two are spent in churning the butter, and so on all day with one
task or another, and when there is nothing else to be done, she
spins. There is no end to this, for there are two more daughters
to be married and their clothes have to be prepared. Each will
get five suits, of which three will be made at home and two bought,
and the three will take six months to prepare3 The eldest daugh-
ter's marriage did not cosl much. Nothing was spent upon jewel-
lery; for, in accordance with the new jdeas, it was neither given
Tior taken, The chief expense was the entertainment of the guests,
‘and the only borrowing was in kind—ghi and so forth—from
neighbours, who were repaid later. The setgeant is a thrifty fellow
and, owning only 23 acres of not very good land, he has need to be
careful. The mother did not educate her eldest girls, but she means

T Cf pp. 227, 229
2 Cf. pp. 211, 212
3 CL p. 227
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to educate her youngesi—a significani sign of ihe limes, *New
ideas have come,’ she said; bul ihis was the only change she
admitted, and she declared that hetr daughter was no freer than
she was and had the same ideas and worked as hard, They do
very little work outside the house, but inside keep everything
scrupulously clean, and all the sweeper does is to remove the rubbish,
which avery day is piled in 8 corner. The mother controls the grain
consumed in the house, and though the sergeant sells the rest, he
consults her bafore selling,. The house was delightful—every room
well plastered, simply furnished and, what is more, well windowed ;
and all the pots and pans were arranged in shining rows above the
well-ordered chests below, Throughout there was a_fragrance of
simplicity and affection, and whether one looked at the sergeant
37 listened to the shy gentle tones of his wife, one felt that here
was the marriage of true minds.
T rode on accompanied by the zaildar, who, despite his 74 yeass,
held himself as erect as when over fifty years ago he rode with
. Lord Roberts to Kabul. He is a Sikh and comes of
:‘gg s‘;l:ﬂi‘ght virile Jat stock, and both his father and grandfaiher
were admirable examples of the type produced by
the old light.* His grandfather in particular had a fearless sincerity
of character, which the following story illusirates. He had a bent
thumb, which he could not move freely, and one day he was asked
how i had come about, ‘When I was a young man,’ he said,
‘1 did what was unlawful with a woman, My mother heard of it
and asked me if it was true, I denied it, and she asked me to swear
by touching her body that it was not true. I touched her with
my thumb and swore, and since then it has been bent, for I had
lied.’ A brief enough tale, hut it has left ils mark upon the village :
‘ for four generations (writes a grandson) it has formed part of all
good fathers’ advice to sons who feel their hearts slipping to the
IBﬁ 2
4 When the Sardar’s turm came to rule his family and the village,
¢ banned three things—bhashi,? hattid.and chaifi—grain-roasting,
shop-keeping, and bribe-giving: grain-roasting because it led to
waste of time in casual snacks, and shop-keeping because it multi~
plied wants. Nor would he allow the young men to use antimony
for their eyes (what would he say to the young women of to-day
and their cosmetics ?) or anyone in his household to lie abed after
dawn, He himself got up for worship long before, and any bed he
found in the courtyard after that would be confiscated for a night,

* Another member of the family is mentioned on p. 125, a1,
¢ Oven for roasting grain,
3 Shop.
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and ite occupier would have to lis on the floor. Twice & day his
whole family—wife, sons, daughters and danghters-in-law, and any
relative living under his T00f~had to pay him the homage due in
India from younger to elder, and in return to receive his blessing ;
and the mother whose child, or even infant, was absent was sure of
rebuke. At the evening ceremony, all squatied reverently on the
ground before his charpoy,” and after the evening prayer had been
said he would tell them tales of the past—' stories by which men’s
hearts are pleased '# But it was not enaugh that staries should'
please, and in telling them he would analyse the causes of fortune
or misfortune in family or State. He wag a despot, but his despot-
ism was benevolent and inspired by the Hindu foeling for servics.
Near the village the main road crossed a depression, which the
monsoon turned into a slough. Noticing how often carts got stuck
there, he kept 2 man and a pair of buffaloes there during the mon-
soon (July to September) to help them through. Most characteristic
was his passion for trees. It is said that he never visited a village
without planting a new one or setting & young one straight, and
that when he died his trees exceeded a Jakh.3 The figure may be
legendary, but I am assured by his grandson that he found Singhpura
‘barren as brass’ and left it a garden of kikar4 phuldhi, and
shisham.

So good & landlord could not be indifferent to debt, and if he}
found any of His people seriously involved, he would not rest until
accounts had been satisfactorily settled. He would allow the;
creditor to claim only what was fair, but would also oblige the
debtor to sell what he could, even his cattle, and i this did not
suffice to settle the account he paid the balance himself. Then
there was health. He kept a list of all the village boys from 5 years
old 10 20, and during the monsoon he would have them all up
before him once a day and give them a dose of gur, ghi, and onions
fo protect them from fever. His accounts show that this cost him
Iz to 16 canisters of ghi a year and some 20 maunds of gur, In
another respect he was ahead of his times : he thought so ill of early,
magriage. that he would have nothing to do with the marriage of
a hoy under 17 or a girl under 14 and would not even send a word
of congratulation.

But his most endearing irait was his feeling for the servant,
Whenever he paid a visit, his first care on ‘arriving was 10 see that

* Bed,

2 p, 68.

3 100,000.

4 Acacie avabica,
5 Dalbergia ssss00.
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his servant was comfartably housed—even now & necessary pre-
caution’—and at meals he would make him sit by his side and pass
him his own dish (thal) that there might be no distinetion belween
them. The man who walks, he would say, requires mare and better
food than the man who rides. Amongst servants he ranked
washerman and sweeper highest for their share in keeping man and
his dwelling place clean, and when either came 10 see him be would
greet them first? One at least of the village sweepers deserved
this unusval complimeni, He had done so well with his land and
was so respected that his neighbours called him Chowdhry3 One
day the Sardar found him collecting and removing manure, He
asked him why he did this when there was no need, and he received
the reply: “If I do not do this work, which is my work, T should
not obtain salvation (muwk#)’ In the same spirit the wife of
Ranjit Singh'st waterman, who lived in the village, though well off
used to carry a skin of water to one or other house every day, In
all this, Sardar, waterman, and sweeper were fulfilling the old
Hindu idea that caste is based not upon privilege but upon duty
"&nd that all should do the work that their fathers have donc before *
them and do it i a spirit of service. This is the very essence of
"the old light, and the new light has nothing better.
\

16 March—Dera Baba Nanak to Kalanaur (8 miles)

Approaching Kalanaur in the late afternoon, I was waylaid
by the members of one of the six co-operative societies there and
asked to open a small library they had just started.,
The opeming T conld Tiot refusc so unusual & request, touching, too,
ﬁi;r;‘“”‘s’ a matter akin 1o my own tastes, It was dusk before
the ceremony could take place, but ihis did not
prevent a long address of welcome followed by a poem, which made
great play of my too suscepiible name. We finally repaired to
the library itself, a room in the bazaar xo feet by 6, and in token of
its now being really open—it had been temporarily closed for the
ceremony—1I suspended a large board, inscribed with the library's
name, on hooks, which refused to support it. However, by now
"it was too dark for a defect of this kind to signify, This is the
fourth village library I have come across on my two tours,S and
.they are one of the best signs of the new light.

1 Cf. p. 275,

# In Indla the inferior in station pays the first greeting.
3 See p. 219, 0.3

4+ Former ruler of the Punjab, died 183g.

3 Rusticus, 60, 88, 260,
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17 March—Kalanavr to Trimmu via Shakur (16 miles)

A long hot day starting before nine and not ending till after
four, It began with a visit to the spot where in 1556, at the age
of 13, the illiterate Akbar, descendant of Jinghiz Khan and Tamer-
lane, was crowned * Emperor of Hindustan '—a simple enough place
for so great an event. There is but a broad plinth 3 fest high,
supporting at one end a long solid seat made of plastered brick,
This was the Emperor's throne, and in front of it, sunk in the
plinth, is a deep bath 4 feet sqnare. Close by, a few mango trees
stand sentinel, and beneath their shade is a well large enough, it was
said, to accommodate twelve Persian wheels.

We stopped at a village to inspect the Lakhan Khurd Banking
Union,* Eighty-cight co-operators were present, including eighteen
. presidents of village banks, Having just read in the
ngr'mm. paper a statement made in the House of Commons

" by a well-known politician that ‘ the movement for
self-government had now touched the most rural parts ', I thought
I would see how far this was so with these parts. Two of those
present, the president and an educated Hindu money-lender, were
sufficiently well acquainted with_the Reform schems. But when
1 asked the eighty-six others what they knew about the Legislative
Council at Lahore, one, and one only, said it was for making laws.
Of the others who ventured an opinion one said it was * for security ’
{hifaxat), another * for the work of the country® (mulk ha kam),
a third ‘for the betterment of the agriculturist’, and a fourth,
coming nearer the mark, ‘ to discuss whatever work had to be done
by Government’. ‘So much do we understand' (itwi semajh),
he added. No one, except the president and the money-lender,
had the least idea how many the Council consisted of, and the only
guess hazarded was four, There was much laughter when I admit-
ted that I did not know either? Anyons hearing these replies
might well have supposed that no one had a vote for the Council,
but when voters were asked to raise their hands, {wenty-six shot
up. Only three could vote for the Assembly or the Council of
State, and one of them merely knew that the Assembly made ‘ the
big laws’. No one else knew anything sbout either: ‘ We are
gerindars, and know nothing,’ said one in excuse, When it came
to questions about the Ministers, there was the same almost universal

t A Banking Union, af which there are sixteen in this district and
gixty-five 1 the Punjab, is very like & small Central Co-operative Bank,
but differs from it in certain important respects; e.g. all its sharcholders
are sacieties, its radins is only ten or fifteen miles, and it distribates mo
dividend (1933)-

# The pumber 18 ninety.
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ignorance. A direclor of the Union {he has a brother employed in
the High Court) knew there were threc, and the Treasorer said thet
their work was ¢ 10 make known whatever order came from above *,
At 1his point the president, evidently fecling ihat the zemindars
required a word of apologia, got up and said : ‘ Those whose bellies
are full may know these things, but not those whose lot it i3 to fast.'
The significance of this account is that it relates Lo one of the
best Banking Unions in the Punjab (it was seen by members of the
Simon Commission three years ago), and that the gathering con-
sisted almost entirely of presidents of village banks and members
of their committees.
The Union was founded by its presideni, Ch. Alish Rakha)
one of the men who have made, and been made, by Co-operation
in the Punjab. He is the typical small peasant
proprietor, and though small in stature, his wrinkl
face, reddish complexion, and shining eyes would he
noticed anywhere. Born in 1870, he Jost his father at the age of 16,
and having to support the rest of his family he lefi school forthwith,
Having been there anly three years, he was barcly literate ; but,
determined to get on, he educated himself and did this so successfully
that for many years he kept the accounts of his village bank and
of the Union. He inherited only 3% acres from his fathor, but took
more on rent, and by dint of hard work and greal economy he was
able to save aboul Rs. 100 & year and in 1903 1o buy x2 acres for
Rs. 1,300. His great piece of Inck (he said) was getiing twelve
years' work out of his only pair of bullocks; but cven so it was
a great achievement, for he had to support an aged mother and
a sick sister as well as a wife and son. In xgo3, he was made head-
man of his village, and this brought him into touch with the co-
operative movement, which started in 1qu6. That year, he and
nine others (the minimum membership is ten) agreed to form a
village bank, but when it came to the point the nine backed out,
fearing—an almost universal fear in those days—that ‘ the Sirkar
will loot our money . At this juncture he was repaid a mortgage
loan of Rs. 350, and he offered to deposit the whole amount with
the bank, and also to pay the first share instalments of thase who
would join it. Inspired by this, others took the place of the back-
sliders and the bank was launched. Next year they got a Govemn-
ment loan of Rs. 330 at 4 per cent, and a year later Allah Rakha
deposited a further sum, the fruits of another mortgage loan, and
50, little by little, the bank grew. In the momings he busied
himself with his land, but after the mid-day meal, when others
toak their rest, he went about preaching the gospel of Co-operation,
and such was his zeal that his neighbours said— Co-operation has

A pieneer of
ao-operation



A PIONEER OF CO-OPERATION 241

cast a spell upon him.! In 1914, the village banks of the neigh-
bonrhood were grouped into a Banking Union to act as a balancing
centre and financial link with the outside world, and now there are
forty-one mernber societies and the Union's deposits amount to
nearly a lakh, much of which comes from the societies themselves,
But best of all, within the Union’s five mile radius, 85 per cent of
the householders are co-operators, Allah Rakha is now president
of five co-operative societies of different kinds and a director of iwo
important provincial co-operative institutions. He is also head of
a local panchayat. It would be difficult to find a better and more
enthusiastic co-operator in the province.

Tt was very hot when we remounted our patient horses. The
fields were deserted, but the Persian wheels were at work ; unmelo-
diously, for the earthenware pot is here replaced by the economical
but ugly iron bucket. Melody, however, there was from a magpie
robin, and scent, too, from the mimosa bushes by the wayside.
Everywhere stretched the wheat, its rich green shol with rivulets
of blue where the flax was in flower. Lying under the all-embracing
sun the whole earth seemed pregnant with fruition. The heat was
great, and I envied the almost naked young men bathing by the
wells, whose light brown bodies shone as they dripped in the sun-
light. Huge banyan trees gave deep shade to those who would rest
and be cool, and in the courtyards of the many villages we passed
women were at work spinning. At four we sighted our snowy tents
on the banks of the Ravi, at a ford where in 185y, after marching
all night, Nicholson defeated a large party of mutineers, who were
making their way to Delhi after bloody deeds at Sialkot. At sunset
I bathed, and as I did so, a herd of buffaloes came towards the river
in a soft white mist of sandy dust, and plunging in moved majesti-
cally through the shallow blue water, their great barrels black
and shining against the evening sky. At that moment Devi*—so I
have always called her for her goddess-like form—appeared large,
shadowy, and snowy white out of the cloud that had hidden her
all day.

18 March.—Tvimmu to Kot Nainan (7 milss)

When we set out this morning at eight the goddess had with-
drawn into her mysterious depths, Threading our way through
the dew-drenched wheat we quickly came to the river, and our
ponies splashed through water hardly up to their knees, But when
we came to its tributary, the Ujh, which no canal has tapped, we

* (Goddess,
16a
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had to heel up our legs behind us to keep them dry, Midway I heard
& heavy splash and, looking back, saw one of my irain on his back
in the turhid red water and his pony rolling at his side.
We were now in the Shakargarh {ahsil, and a fow miles through
rich wheat lands brought us 1o the headquarters of another Banking
.. Union. We found some forty co-operators gathered
Rajput brides yooother in the presidenti’s garden. And a very
pleasant garden it was. A peach tree was still in blossom; the
pomegranates were just coming into leaf, and the mango tree under
which we sat was on the point of bursting into flower. The sur.
rotindings were perfect and the air cool, and everything designed
for friendly converse rather than formal inspection. The result
was four hours’ talk, We first touched on their marriage customs,
Most of those present were Hindy Rajputs, a tribe thet is divided
into many carefully graded clans. It is everyone's ambition to give
his daughter in marriage to one of a higher clan, but for this he has
to pay a bride price of Ra. 1,000 to 2,000, now reduced, owing to
the fall in prices, to Rs. 450 to 1,500." So large a swn must uswelly
be horrowed, anyhow in part, Confrariwise, one who would make
money sells his danghier—no other words can be used—to one of
a lower clan, All but 5 per cent (it was said) do one or the other,
This was admiitedly a matter for shame, but {he individual was
powetless to change it. Action must come from the whole trbe,
and this is difficalt with members scaitered over an area wide
enongh to include the neighbouring state of Jammu. Another
bad custom, fernale infanticide, Was oncs compmon, but five years ago
the Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir took vigorous action, and
now (it is said) it hardly exisis®
The president had much to say about the heayy burden of
taxation on the peasant. I asked how he would cut it down.
© = ° I the ald days, he replied, the Punjeb had only a
:ﬂ:::niungs" ® Lieutenant Governor and one Financial Commis
sioner, Now there are a Governor, two Members,
three Ministers, and two Financial Commissioners, ‘And are
things better or are they worse ? * he asked ironically, and he added,
‘ The Ministers’ salaries should be cut and land revenne reduced’
I pointed out, obviously enough, that though their salaries were
Rs. 5,000 & month (£4,500 a year, which is more than most English

T Over 80 per cent of the Gujars of Shakargazh are sad to do much the
sane,

2 Cf.: ' It is believed thal female mfanticide still oocurs amongst the
best born families of Rejputs who cannot matry therwr girls mto their owll
families and will not marry them fnto families less well born ' (Calvert, 4%
Economso Survey of the Harigur and Mangarh Talugas of the Kangre Dising,
Ba. of Econ, Engy, Publicahon No. 9 (1933), p. 3).
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Cabinet Ministers get), to cut them would not help very much
towards a reduction of land revenue and water rate, which amounted
to about 8% crores ({6} millions) a year. Someone (not for the first
time on this tour) suggested the much more effective remedy of
.2 general salary cut. I said that T had already snggested it to
a high official and that he, too, was willing ; and I think most would
be willing i they saw what T have seen of the peasant's difficulties
during the last three months.® We passed on {o another gricvance,
‘the difficolty that zemindars have in finding employment for sans
they have educated at great expense. ‘ The other evening,’ said
+the president, ‘I was sitting here and heard a greal noise, as of
a rot. A boy, entrance-passed,® was beating his father because
he had not got him employment, and people were trying to separate
them. The enirance-passed zemindar is like the dhobi's dog—
neither of the ghét3 nor of the house, The zemindars are poor and
get nothing, bul those who have plenty in their houses, even though
they may be fools, they are regarded as wise.’
In the evening a spruce little bright-eyed Khatri showed me his
garden, and he is by no means the first Khatri I have met on this
tour who has had something of this kind to show.A
4o enterpaing The son of a Canal Officer, after passing his BA. in
1917 he became Private Secretary lo the late Sir
Pertab Singh and did not come here till 1924. Till then he had
hardly given a thought to his 300 acres, but now he farms 40 of them
himself with the help of five labourers. Owing to the low price
of wheat he is putting more land under tobacco and toria.5 He had
just planted the tobacco, some of it with his own hand. His
Pleasantest possession is a large garden full of fruit trees with a
glorious view of the goddess, who appeared again in the evening
light, though dimly. The headmaster of the local Middle school
was with us and, hearing he belonged to the neighbourhood, I asked
him what the goddess was called. ‘ The Himalayas (Kok Himdlya)’
was the best he could do,% but someone else with a more inquisitive
mind volunteered—' Devi Méta’, the Divine Mother, And indeed
the name suits her well, for, rising straight from the plain, with
snowy arms outstretched she broods lovingly over the earth at
her feet.

t A general 10 per cent cut was made 10 1932 ! in 1p33, 5 per cent was
restored.

% je. who had matriculated.

3 The steps down to {ank or niver where bathing and washing are dane,
4 Ct. pp. 10, 25.

5 Brassica compesirid,

6§ Cf. Rusticus, g.
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19 March—Kot Nainan to Shakargarh (7 miles)
A radiant morning with a light breeze. The mango groves
stood out like dark islands in the sea of wheat, and the ped wagtails
shone white and black against the clear sky. In the
Jhe buffalo 8t fields some were taking their ‘lassiwela ™ snack,
Fovg brought out to them in shining brass vessels by their
wives, who squatted on the ground in front of them while they ate,
Others were ploughing the fallow lands for cotton or cane or, it
might be, for an early sowing of millet (shari), and an hour earlier,
before the sun was up, their cattle-rousing shouts had wakened me
from slesp. The plonghmen has to start early, for in this tract
buffalo is yoked with bullock, and the buffalo flags when the mid-
day heat begins, That and his slowness of foot are against him,
His advantage is'his price, 30 to 40 rupees instead of the 70 or 8o
required for a bullock, and his common use is a sign of the low
standard of living produced by small holdings and a dense populatic,
The dense population was reflected in the traffic on the road,
In the Nili Bar one may ride for miles without meeting a soul, but
here hardly a furlong. Amongsl those we met was
Weptarers  , family of Chamérs, who expected 1o cover {he
twenty miles to Gurdaspur by the evening, although the mother
had a babe in her arms and the father was carrying a boy of four
on one side, 2 huqqa on the other, and a bundle of clothes on his
back. The boy kept his halance by leaning his arms upon his
father’s puggarree, over which his head looked al us cheerfully,
This family live on the proceeds of 10 acres, half of which they
have to give their landlord. Then came a woman jowrneying to
Gurdaspur on foot, to see the son she had educated by the sweat
of her brow. Her hushand died when he was a fow months old,
Landless and friendless, she noi only broughi him up but educated
him, and now he is a clerk at Gurdaspur. ‘ How did ynu do this,
Mother?’ ‘I earned money by working for others; I coaked
their food, scoured {heir vessels, and washed their clojhes! Many
of those we met seemed bound for the courts. One was a village
money-lender, as thin and scraggy as the little brown pony that
bore him. Twelve years ago he got a decree for Rs. 200 against
a Gujar and, having recovered nothing, was on his way to court to
get it renewed for another twelve years, He is typical of the larg%_
class of creditors who recover with infinite difficulty only part ol
What the coutts award them? A very different type was a Muslim

* Literally ‘ butter-milk time’.

2 * Of the amount decteed and sued for recovery each year not more than

26 pet cent 13 recovered through the courts’ (Fb. Bhg Engy. Rpt., 120);

but before the slump another 25 to 50 per cent was probably recovered out
of court {ibid., 121).
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barber with wife and child. The child was withering—dne had
already withered and died—end they were taking him {0 a Hindu
village to have his back fomented with cow’s dung and ak.¥ * Why
not do this at home ? ' “ Because the village is blessed (mdabar-
rak). Why il is blessed no one knew, but some holy man must
have lived there once.
We came at length to the Bein, barely a stream at this time of
year, but in the rains capable of devonring those who attempt to
Whst § ford it* .A money-lender bound for the courts was
m:ty‘,'} its last victim. Looking up its broad sandy bed the
cye travelled straight to the hills, where Devi stood
in all her snowy splendour, I turned io those with me, Do you
not Jeel its beauty, too?* ‘Yes,' said a Muslim Rajput, ‘it is
beautiful : it is a green country, and there is much rain.” And all
we could see was a giant figure, grey below and snowy above.
But he had been to the hills in the rains when all is green, and
memory was stronger than sight. A Hindu Rajput’s attitude was
not very different. ‘It is beautiful, he said, ‘ because our kith
and kin live there” The Muslim then quoted aptly from Saadi.
* The earth was trembling with fear : God made pegs of the moun-
taing and held her fixed.’s
The most original achievement of Co-operation in the Punjab
is the consolidation of holdings, We saw its effects mear Delhi
e and to-day we had a glimpse of how they are pro-
o duced.  The members of a new society bad gathered

by the roadside to meet us, and the work being
actually in progress I asked them to continue as if we were not
there. Some found this difficult at first, notably the president,
a voluble fellow, who kept cocking an eye at us. But they soon
warmed to their task, and in the end got so excited that only one
or two of the many bearded heads ever looked our way at all.
They all sat on the ground wedged together in a thick mass cheek
by jowl, elbow to elbow, leg toleg. In a flash I saw the meaning of
untouchability, which is still strong amongst the Hindu Rajputs of
thisarea. Who could bear to sit so close to anyone of very different
ways? In the centre of the semi-circle wera the village records
and the handkerchief map with all the village's 2,392 fields clearly
marked upon i, Already 1,120 ficlds had been reduced to 150

How holdings
are consolidate

t Calotropis procera.

2 Qn my two tours I crossed nine rivers by boat or horse, viz. Indus,
Chenab, Ravi, Suilej, Beas, Jhelum, Ghaggar, Ujh 2nd Bein, the first four
twice, The last thres are of Lttle importance.

3 Zamin az tape larza amad satah

Bar o koft bar damanash mekh koh,

4 pp. 202, 203.

168



246 GURDASPUR AND SIALKOT

The president now asked Godra, an elderly zemindar with a large
square wrinkled face, whetler he would take a certain sel of felds in
place of his many scattcred plots. He refused : neighbours pressed,
but he was obstinate. An uncomplimeniary remark was made about
his land. ‘How can my land be bad when I have mortgaged it
for Rs, 4007 ' He rose indignant and would have left, but friendly
hands brought him back to his place amidst soothing cries of—
‘ With good will (saluk nal) '—' With justice,’ meaning, he could
count on hoth, The argument was resumed, one neighbour holding
him gently by the arm, and another by the wrist. ‘ Will you take
this, then? It is good land, not uneven like yours. Another
spurt of indignation. ‘ My land is not as uneven as other people’s,
I bave made many ridges, Look at my hand (he threw il out palm
upwards) and see how many hard places (chandian) it has, Whils
you others are sitting at the * daira "'* smoking, I am making these
ridges. The ups and downs (khoken) of your fields are not sown
with gram like mine.’ ‘ Hold your peace,’ said a sarcastic critic:
‘ we all know how easily your crops are leid ' (meaning they were
too light to be laid at all), Godra would have got up again, but
a man behind gol bim firmly by the waist. * Why do you seize
me?' he spurted angrily. ‘Don't be angry—don't be angry
{russo mad),’ said several soothing voices, and a neighbour added
playfully : ‘ Godra, drink a litile cold waler; then you will agree
with what your brothers say.’ ‘I am already cool,’ he retorted.
But his voice, and also the sour look on his face, belrayed a heated,
obstinate spirit, and, though other schemes were proposed, all
forther persuasion was in vain ; and at last with the words—' I want
land I cen see from my door '—he got up and wenl. The next case
also produced a certain amonnt of point and counterpoint—' My
land is near the village, thisis far : I won't go across the road,’ ete.—
but in 2 short 1ime he had agreed to what was proposed, and each
of the twelve members of the commitiee signified his assent in
turn. * There is no injustice to anyone ? ' inquired the president
with a final glance round the bearded throng ; and with this clinch-
ing word twenty-seven plots were compacted into a single 11 acre
field. The discussion had lasted an hour,

But things rarely move as fast ag this. As a rule it takesa
patwari 2 year to consolidate 600 acres, and if he has to deal with
all the complications of well lands, he may do barely 400, Con-
solidation was going on in a village we stopped at another day, and
anyone locking at its map would have said that an impossibls task
was being attempted. An area of g30 acres was divided into 1,913
blocks of fields and over two-thirds of it (674 acres) was watered

T Village meeting place.
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by forty-one wells, belonging to 256 owners, all of whose rights had
to be carefully adjusted. One of them with only 33 acres of his own
had sunk two wells becanse he had gained possession, by usufruc-
tuary mortgage, of a large number of neighbouring fields (30 acres
in all) belonging to different owners, Now he was being asked to
forgo his rights over some of these fields in order that their ovners
might get their land elsewhere all in one place. Part of the adjust-
ment had already been made, ‘I have agreed to it,’ he said, ‘ but
I have fear for the future’ As everyone’s consent, including that
of every mortgagee, has to be obtained, no injustice can be done,
but it can be imagined what gkill, tact, and goodwill are needed to
Aachieve this, and where they dre not combined, or where mulishness
and greed are encountered, the proceedings may be interminable
and ultimately fruitless. So far only 280 acres have been consoli-
dated and the grumblings from several quarters suggested that
even here the settlement may not be final. The land has heen
divided into five classes according 1o quality, three of irrigated Jand
‘and two of unirrigated, In the case of unirrigated land, the ratio
of exchange for good and badis2: 5. Anyone who gives up a share
in a well is to be compensated in cash: so, too, with fruit trees.
Other trees may be cut before exchange, This is the common rule
and involves a good deal of felling, but young trees soon spring up
round the wells that nearly always follow consolidation.

21 Maych—Shakargark to Zafarwal (17 miles)

With many miles to travel and a hot sun to encounter we were
off at half-past six. The air was fresh and the wheat fields shone
Cultivati in the slanting sunlight, and far away, almost with-

wltivation  grawn from mortal gaze, Devi stood shrouded in
early morning mist. Countless ploughs—in one 1z acre stretch
we counted twenty-six—were already at work preparing the fallow
lands for cane or cotton, and where the cane had been planted, the
soft reddish-brown earth was being rolled to the smoothness of
surf-beaten sand. In one field five teams of oxen, four to each team,
followed each other round drawing the levelling beam, on which
stood two men erect as charioteers, with a whip in one hand and
a bullock’s tail (for guidance) in the other. The wheat fields were
full of unweeded wild onion and the ridges between them low and
crooked. But for cotton and cane the soil is well prepared and
well manured, Only farmyard manure is employed, and more
would be used were'it not burnt as fuel. There is plenty of timber
ahout, but it is jealously kept for house, plough, and well. Those
who have not got enough mature of their own draw upon the village
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servants who keep milch cattle, and ne charge is made in view of
the various things that the servanis are allowed {0 help themselves
to—fuel, fodder, sdg, and, maybe, even tobacco,® The wisc have
movable fodder troughs, which they wheel from one part of a field
‘to another so that the whole can be manured with the precious urine
of the caltls as they feed. A village we visited near Zafarwal had
only cne, and when I asked why, we got the now familiar answer ;
¢ There was no thought ; the people are poor.’ Vet in the adjoining
Daska tahsil they are in general use, and in one village we found
thirty. As they cost only Rs. 10 to 15, they could be easily bought
+ but for the dearth of money.

The same difficulty prevents the replacement of the wooden
Persian wheel by the iron. Personally I cannot regret this, as
the iron is utterly unmelodions and the melody of the wooden is
the most characteristic note of the central Punjab.? But the iron
is certainly more durable, and the potter has no longer to be paid
for replacing the earthenware vessels of the wooden. Moreover,
it costs only Rs, 100. When this was pointed out in the Zafarwal
village, a Jat said in almost pleading tones: ‘We can'i pay so
large a sum al once : the polter we pay bit by bit,' *But,’ we said,
‘the wooden cane crusher has everywhere heen roplaced by the
iron: why should not this change be wade too? ' ‘ Some sit on
chairs,’ retorted the Jat, ‘ and wear good clothes ; others are poor
and sit on the ground : where can we get Rs. 100?*

Where indeed ? And I say this becaunse of what I found in
two other villages of the neighbourhood. At a Union meeting

a Jat had remarked that the zemindar was now hard

'ig:i;:"“ put to it to find even Rs, 5 in cash and that many
houses had hardly a rupee. As all seemed to agree,

T thought I would see for myself. In two villages, therefore, I
asked those present how much money they had on their persons or
at their houses at that moment. In the first only four out of
twenty-three had more than Rs. 5, and no one had more than
Rs, 20. Vet they owned on an average 21 acros each : they were,
however, heavily in debt. The second village was more prosperous,
and only one out of twenty-two had less than Rs. 5, and five had
Rs. 50 or more, but no one more than Rs, 803 My staff were
inclined to think thess figures correct, and in the first village I was
impressed by the fact that six mentioned annas as well as rupees,

T Cf p. 274
2 See p 13,
& b }heﬁﬁmt e all were landowners ; in the second, fourteen had ;_n
verage of 36 acres , saven were village servants, and ope & S¢
In both villag ings were much :]gove the average in size.
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and one even pies,  One recalls the remark made to us near Delhi—
this is a rupee famine.

Vet although rupees are so scarce, most along our track have
managed to pay their recent instalment of land revenue without
Peyment ot borrowing. We have seen how difficult this has been
leod sovenge  Where there is a canal and water to pay for as well

as land* Here there is no canal, and the present
revenue demand was fixed before the war when prices were not
much higher than they are now. Most have therefore made a shift
to pay their dues, many adding to their resources by selling milk,
ghi, fodder, and even trees. Yet an appreciable number, perhaps
Io to 20 per cent, have had to borrow, and they have had to pey
the usual high rates,

Most borrowing must now be done on the security of either
land or jewellery, and in the case of land (owing fo the Land Aliena-
tion Act) a member of an agriculturist tribe with
spare cash must be found. This is much less easy
than it was, and the likeliest are those in service? The usufruc-
tnary mortgage is the cheapest way of raising money and involves
a charge of only 6 to g per cent,’ whereas on jewellery 15 or 184 per
cent has now to be paid! When marching northwards I made
many enquiries as to the amount of jewellery still left with the
cultivator (not the landlord),” and I have done the same at the
Union meetings attended this week. Estimates vary considerably
and must naturally be accepted with the greatest caution, but my
impression is that in these two districts at least half, perhaps even
two-thirds, remains unsold and unpledged.® At a bank meeting
a dealer in bullion (seraf) said that most of the jewellsry sold had
gone to Bombay and other large towns such as Lahore, Amritsar,

Jewellery

* p. 198. " Acensus of theactual cash possessed by 300 peasant families
in different parts of Yugoslavia revealed a figure fractionally less than one
shilling per family "’ (Tiltman, Peasant Europe (1934), 50). There seems to
be a widespread money famine amongst peasants in easlern Europe (ibid., 45).

= % pp, 19, 124, 225. It is significant that in 1932-3 of the tofal amount,
advanced during the year by co-operative societies i the following districts,
which depend largely upon canal irrigation, the percentage borrowed for land 3
revenuafv[ was i~ Lvall
! ontgome 3 yallpur ., o34
Multtfn ry . 38 Slmhgur and Gujra 21
whereas in Stelkot, the percentage was only 1} (Co-op. Soc. RKpt., 30}

3 The pereentages given me at Union meetings were substantially
higher, but a natural bias hes to be discounied.

+ A military surgeon who does a considerable mortgage business in thess
parts said that mortgage values had fallen from 4o to 6o pur cent, and the
same was said at the meeting of the Lekhan Union. If so, the fall is ronghly
equivalent to the fall in prices (1931). .

§ Paasant, 190, 5 Everywhere I have found this (1931} : cf. pp. 30, 104,

7 p. 30, 8 The local estimates varied from 25 to 50 per cent,
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and Delhi, where it has been bought mainly by people in servics,
Here, as elsewhere, much less is spent upon jewellery at marriage,
and it is as well if only becanse of what a goldsmith said at one of
our meetings. Hehad borrowed Rs, 500 al 24 per cent fora wedding
and, when asked how he would repay so large a sum, replied:
¢ I will put more alloy into the ornaments,’
Of the same type was the reply made by a Chamér, an old man
with a long thin nose, whom we met on the road to-day, He
cultivates 20 acres as a tenant, and when asked how
General effocts he did, he said : ‘ My landlord keeps watch over me
;ii:}: Bl nd won't let me steal the grain Like all who live
on other people’s surplus, the landlord is finding it
difficult to recover his dues, especially if they are in cash. One who
owns four squares near Lyallpur says he has just had to reduce his
rent from Rs. 500 to Rs. 250 a square, and another is allowing his
tenants to cullivate on payment of land revenue only, ' Some day
they may pay the rest.’ In worse case are the village money-
lenders, and one of them tells me that he has recently transferred
a quarter of his invested capital from money-lending 1o trade.
Many others are doing the same, and ihe depression is strengthen-
ing the tendency of the village money-lender to migrate o city
and markel.* Some are even conlent io deposit part of their
‘funds with co-operative socielies, and one recently told me that he
found the steady 7 per cent he got in this way mnch more satis-
factory than the larger but very fluctuating return he had before.
Among poorer follk the effoct of 1he depression may be illusirated
by ‘a fitework vendor, whom I came across in a co-operative society
of shopkeepers at Pakpattan. He was an old man with a beard like
& red scrubbing brush, and a large swollen nose not unworthy of
Diirer's brush, Till three years ago, no Hindu of any consequence
thought a marriage complete without a good display of fireworks.
Then came reform in the guise of a panchayat, and it was agreed

+ that in future no one should spend more than a few rupees, enough

to let off a few squibs and cannon crashers, and that if any marriage
party from elsewhere wanted more than this, they must bring their
own fireworks with them, This was bad enough, but then came
the slump, and now father and son together earn a bare Rs. 10
a month, ‘But how do you manage?’ I agked, ‘God gives us
our livelihood,” was the resigned reply, and those around com-
mented: ‘He can very well live on that now that prices have
fallen.’ At the time I thought this optimistic, but I had not then
worked out the income of the small holder.

* Pb, Bhg. Engy, Rpt., 134.
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Sunday, 22 March~Zafarwal to Chawinda (12 miles)

Anothet long morning—from seven to one—but full of interest
and beauty. The beauty came first, with the early morning light
on the wide open wheat fields, the dark mango groves, the golden
sarkhanda grass, which for a time bordered our road, and far away
the misty line of the snows Devi was left behind us, but new
peaks, amongst them the great Pir Panjdl? swam into onr ken,
As befote, the fallow lands were alive with ploughs drawn by buffalo
and bullock, and the air resounded with the loud-vojced staccato
‘Ha-Ha-Ha-Ha-Ha-s’ of the ploughmen encouraging their teams.

We were now in Sialkot but there was no indication of change,
and in its general features 1he distnct is little different from Gurdas-

pur. The village we stopped at (Dugrian Harian)
IThe small surprised me in one respect. The 270 owners,
'B::;:'mm.s mostly Muslim Jats, were living with their families
Iresources on an average of not quile 4} actes of cultivated (not

owned) land per owner.* What took me by surprise
was uot the lowness of this average, which is characteristic of the
central Punjab, but the fact that the village has so little else to
live upon. No land of any other village is leased. One man owns
three camels, and another sometimes trades in sheep and goats.
But thers are 211 cows (mostly buffaloes) an average of one per
owner, and many families earn Rs. 3 to 5 a month from the sale
of ghi_ The only other jmportant source of income is service in
the army: twenty-nine are serving in it, and two are military
pensioners, There is also ome civil pensioner., The system of
farming is not particularly intensive. The usual crops are grown—
wheat, cane, cotton, fodder, and maize. A mere 5 acres are under
tobacco, and the vegetables grown are of the simplest kind, and
only one grower sells them, Finally, two zemindars keep a hen
each.

Yet the people manage somehow to live, and though there was
nothing to suggest abundance or Juxury—only their puggarees
were not of homespun cotion—there was no sign in face or physique
of positive want. How much can be done with a few acres was
“showm by an old grey-beard who told us he supported eighteen souls
on 16 acres, only 3 of which were his, TFor 13 be has to give one-
third of the producs to the owner.? The only circumstance in his

tp 76

2 The total culivated area of the village is 92t acres (244 unirnigated)
of which 158 are owned by two men Actually there are 256 owners, of
whom thirteen disappeated long ago and thuty-one are absenice Nineteen
owners are Sikh Jats and eqght Hindn Jats.

3 For unurigated land 1n the village the proportion 1s one-half.
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favour is that all 16 arc irrigated. OFf the eightecn souls {en are
minors, four women, and ihe other {fonr abla-bodied ploughmen,
Three ploughs are kept—in this area a plough is nceded for & acres
of well land or § of unirtigated'—~and two milch buflaloes keep the
household in milk and provide some ghi for sale.

Now for a [ew figures to show what a struggle life must be at
present with so little land, Let us take the case of a man with

one plough-—mosi cultivators in the Punjab have
What a small

holding no more—and assume that all his land is irrigated.
produces This means a holding of 6 acres, from which 7 acres
of crops can be obtained,? thus \—
Acres Acres
‘Wheat Ve . Maize . . 1
Sugar cane ; Todder (chars) and
Cotton .. Ve F 1obacco (1 kanal) I

Gross receipts al present prices will be as follows :—
Yield per acred  Vallage price  Value of erop

maunds permaund, Rs, Rs.
Wheat .. . " 12 -8 72
Gur (from suger-cane) 25 34 40-10 (§ acrs)
Maaze (grain) .. - 25 I 25
Tobacco $ . . — 20 20
Ghi (atRs.4pm) .. -~ - 48
Total v o0 e . 205-106 ¢

Gross receipts are thus only Rs. 17 a month, WNet recoipts will be
mouch less, for all the costs of production (except fodder) have to he
met as well ag Government dues, When {hese have heen deducted,
my 6-acre peasant propriotor will hardly be better off than coolie

T Cf. p. 182,

2 Mr, Calvert estimates that 83 per cent of the cultivatos i the Punjab,

cultivate less than 15 acrea and deduces from (his that ' the Punjab cultivafor,

}.ii epsentially the man with ane plough’, (Pb, Bd. of Econ. Engy., The Size
and Distvibstion of Cultivators’ Holdings (1928), p. 4).
3 The acre under maiza can bear a gecond erop.

4 The yields given me locally were substantially less. For maize I
have followed Milne, Handbook of Freld and Gardon Crops of the Pungabs,
where it i3 stated that ‘ an ordinary crop yields from 20 to 30 maunds per
acre’, and for gur my anthority is Roberts and Faulkner, 4 Taxt Book of
Punjab Agrioulture, p, 147.

§ One kanal should produce s maund, half of which will be kept for
home consumption, I have included the whole in gross income.

& The cotton and fodder are ignored, as the cotton is kept for the house
and the fodder for the cattle, A point to be noted is that no allowance bas
been made for crop failure, For the pravince as  wholp M. Calvert Eﬂ“ﬁﬁﬂ-
guer & number of years that on the ayerage 16 per cent of te crops fail to
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or labotrer.” In spite of this, the village is said to be in botter
case than most of thase round, thanks to the two qualities which
everywhere keep a man solvent—industry and thrift. Anindication
that these qualities are present is the rates at which the villagers
borrow, Of the thirty-sight present, eight said they could get
money at T2, and thirteen at 18§ per cent, as against & common rate,
for the tract we have been coming through, of about 25 per cent?
There is no better single test of a peasant’s general character than
fhe rate at which he borrows.
™" But for the moment even more important than the rate of
interest is the amount borrowed. The fall in prices has doubled
. the burden of debt, and at the same time it has made
How doss &  most wish to borrow more yet unable to repay as
plough live? much. Here indeed is a problem, and when aggra-
vated by prolonged drounght as in Rohtak and
Gurgaon,? or by large capital and revenue charges as in the Nili Bér,¢
of by heavy indebtedness as in most of the submontane tract,s it
seems insoluble, It touches village banks closely, for their
very existence depends upon members not horrowing more than
they can repay. To secure this, a limit based upon character and
regources is fixed for each member and revised every year. Since
agricultural resources are little more than half what they were a year
ago, it seemed to me obvious that these limits should be drastjcally
reduced, and at all the Union meetings attended this week I have
proposed that this should be done ; but in every case the proposal
was met with the objection, vehemently expressed, that money is
now so scarce that people require to borrow more, not less. To
convince the Unjon divectors that the only prudent course was the
other way round, I worked out with their help how much a peasant
with one plough and an unirrigated holding of x0 acres—a typical
peasant unit in the Punjab—would have to meet a year's charges
if he lived entively by his land, Ignoring fodder and cotton as
before,S but making no deduction on account of Government dues
or any other item of expenditure, I calculate that his gross income

. .

Goveraments NOP Bhe tosssteon & 266, e “deductions ooade in
connexion with the latter should be remembered.

2 Amongst the Muslim Dogars and Rajputs on the Amritsar border,
whera this chapter starts, common rates are 24 and 30 per cont, and the old
semifeudal dues of fodder, ghi, fuel etc. continue. As with the Meos of
Gurgron (see note on P, 174, N, 4) this is the penalty of fecklessness.

3 See chaplers x and xi.

4 See chapter xii,

5 Ten yeats ago, in three out of the four submontane districts hetween
the Chenab and the Jammne, go per cent of the zemindsra were in debt

(Peasant, 24=5).
§ See p. 232, 0. 7.
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would be no more than Rs, 126 or nol mnch more than Rs, 10
amonth.” Ina general way this shows how diflicult it is at present
for the one-plough man to support a family on an unirrigated
holding, even when he owns it, aud broadly this applies to ihe whole
province. With a holding thal is entirely irrigated, 2 man dogs
better, as the figures on page 252 show, but few men with only one
plongh are in this fortunate position. In Shakargarh he average
holding is only 5 acres, and that the peasant is able to live at all is
becanse some member of his family is usually in military or civil
employment. And what is true of Shakargarh applics in greater
or less degree to the whole submontane tract from Rawalpindi to
the Jumna, and to much of the central Punjab as well; while in
the hills themselves, whetherin Kangra or on the borders of Kashmir,
holdings are so small that agriculture has become almast a subsidiary
industry to service.*

24 March—Chawinda fo Pasruy via Mundeki Bevian (8 miles)

The blessed cold weather is now approaching its end, and by
the tite the sun has reached the height of a paper kite the freshness
of the morning is past and heat and glarc begin, In the middle of
the day the house has 1o be shul up, and in {he morning the long
leg rests of the easy chairs are no longer 1o be sptrned. But the
nights are still cold enough for a third blankel before dawn—for
one at least sleeping in the verandah—and {he first hour of daylight
is a thing of freshness and beauty. The bearded stalks of the wheat
shimmer in the sunlight ; the fern-ike gram is silvered with dew;
the air is full of the cooings of the doves ; the la, ha, ha~s and the
ho, ho, ho-s of the ploughman echo from 1he fields, and every horse

* By common consent ihe holding taken was to acres of unirrigated
land (ail owned), of which asix would be cultivated at the spiing, and four
at the autumn harvest.

Croppimg :
Spring harvest Acrea Autumn harvest Acres
Wheset .. . 5 Maze . i 2
Todder .. . I Fodder .. Ve I

Cotton and cane .. 1
The same prices have been teken as bafore, but lower yields, as the land s
unirrigated, thus -~

Yield per acre Velue

maunds Rs,

‘Wheat " .. o .. . 8 6o
Maize o .. - o 20 40
Sugar came (} acve).. .. .. ., 16 26
Total .. o .. . . .. I26

As before, To allowance hag been made for crop failure, see p. 252, B.7.
# Rustious, 14. See also Appendix (p. 340).
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is agog. Wheat everywhere and, whether thick and high or poor
and stunted, it overflows the plain in a sea of green unbroken by
wood or hedge. Here and there in its midst the last fiowars of
the flax open blue eyes to a sky almost as blue, and where the earth
has lain fallow for a season, the first two-leaved shoots of this year’s
cotton begin to appear. The shishams® too, are waking from
winter sleep, For miles our road has been bordered by their
shadeless branches still freighted (like the beech hedge in England)
with last year’s dried-up leaves; but to-day it was as if spring, till
then in purdah, had burst through antumn’s rusty trellises.

The village woman's point of view is such an important factor
in village life that I thought I would try to sound it once more

, before concluding this tour. Accordingly, after the
g"v’?;’; 3 point ysual bank inspection, I was conducted to a courtyard
where I expected, as before, to find one or at most
two matrons. Instead I found a dozen. Was courage ever more
needed ? but flight was impossible, so I faced the music, which
proved most melodions, and even moving. Moreover, in the
village information on general topics can be more accurately
obtained from a group than from individuals, for if & mis-statement
is made, it is generally corrected by someone else, All the women
were Jats except the wife of a village servant, who proved the most
intelligent of them all. And no wonder, for she was a minstrel
(Mirasi) by caste. They squatted on the ground close together in
& wavering line against the wall of the house. All wore homespun,
and most of them half hid their faces, but bright eyes shone through
. the drab coloured folds of their shawls ; only a few made no attempt
to conceal their features. None had either beauty or grace, but
the Mir4si’s wife had vitality and eyes full of light, As at Singhpura,
an eager throng of the younger generation gathered on the roof of
the neighbouring house to watch the proceedings, and in the same
curious spirit bearded faces filled the doorway of the courtyard.
The courtyard was spotless. ‘I smear it with dry dung every
eight watches,’ said one of the women.

! And when does your work begin ? ’

‘ When the morning star appears we get up;# and if there is
grinding to be done—we do not grind every day—we do that : then
we churn the butter, and milk the cattle, and prepare the meal for
chhahwela.3 There is great anxiety and our breath remains dry

1 Dalbergia sissoo,

2 [ once asked an old peasant in the south of France when he got up.
His roply was almost identical: ‘ Quand je vois la belle étole’ Nature
makes the peasants everywhere aln.

8 Early morning meal.
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until that is taken out to the field and given to our men, Then we
return, and before that we must cook the mid-day meal, Wo may
not eat till they have caten—~never. We must always wait, and’
if they do not come, we take their bread to them in the fislds, In
the afternoon, and whenever we have nothing else to do, we spin,
Since prices fell, we spin much more ! no strength (himmat) is left
for buying things. Tifty yards of cloth are required for a man in
a year, and every year each one of us must spin one mani® of cotton
into thread.’

‘Do you rest in the middle of the day ? *

‘' When the days are long, we get some rest after the second
watch, but not when they are short. Then we work all day and
half the night.’

* Do you work harder, or do the men?’

“We work hard and they work hard, but on our work there is
po blessing. On the work of men there ia great blessing : from it

vcomes much produce (paidawar); but from women's work comes
\nothing that can be exchanged.’ ‘Yet,’ interposed a zemindsr,
"if a man has no wife, he cannot cultivate, For who then will
cook for him and prepare the fodder and lay it before the cattle ? *

‘ With so much work (I continued) how can you look after
your children ? ’

‘We put them in our lap (and the woman who was speaking
spread out her skirt) and grind or spin with them thuns, or we lay
them at our side and send them to sleep.’

‘For how long does your work stop when you have borue
a child ?’

‘It depends on a woman’s state, If there is someone to cook
and do her work, she will rest [or forty days. But if she is alone,
she will rest for eleven days and then begin to work again; but
she will not do full work for some time after,’?

* And how long do you nurse your children ? ’

'We give them milk for two years,' said one ; * for three ygars,’
said another.  How can this be ? * interposed the Mirasi, showing
some very prominent front teeth; 'in three years, three children
will come.’ There was loud laughter at this; and also at the
answering sally—' Speak for yourself {apni gal karo),’ for she was
the mother of five sons,

' Do you make any difference between boy and girl ? *

“‘There is no difference: both come from the same womb.'
But another added : * For all that we love the boy best.’

* Five maunds.

2 Cf. Rusticus, 275. In Scotland an agricultural labourer’s wile does not
expect more then ten days,
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* And how many children do you think a woman should have ?*

‘As many as God gives us.” But the Mirasi’s wife did not
agree. 'IL is good to have four—two boys and two girls, If
there are more, we cannot give them proper care (parvarish);
they can't get shirt and shaes, and they run about naked just as
the dhaulah (a river fish) darts hete and there,’

‘' When do your children begin to learn their work ? ’

‘ A boy goes out with the cattle when he is six, and at seven
a girl begins to scour the vessels, to arrange them in their order
and to move them here and there; a little later she begins to spin
(several girls under ten were pointed out who could do this) end
takes her father’s meal out to him mn the fields ; and last of all she
learns to grind. That is the hardest work of all. Therc is great
trouble in it.’

‘ Is there any change in the times? *

* There is great change. A new wind blows, and now the
children will not heed what their parents bid them, Their eyes are
lifted up, and no shame remains.’

* How has this happened ? *

* An elder brother abuses his father, and the younger hears him
and does the same,’

‘ Why do you not punish them?’

‘ They have come out of us and we love them.'

25 March—Pasrur to Nidhoke via D— (12 miles)*

The world, Primavera's world, grows in loveliness : the road,
all grass and bordered with shishams in the very act of exchanging
brown liveries for green ; on either side the ripening wheat, stretching
away to clear horizons and sweeping past scattered trees and village
islets, and behind us Devi’s snowy crest, floating like a cloud in
a summer sky—' an house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens '*» Rich would be the peasant’s rewsrd for his great toil
if he conld but see and feel all this. But perhaps he does uncon-
sciously.

We came to a village, outside which a score of children of all
ages from three upwards were busy stripping cane (and chewing it,

, . loo) to be sliced into two-eyed sticks for sowing.
ogress ' i The village, a large one with 500 houses, has two
thought banks, and thirty or forty of their members were

waiting on the road to be ‘ inspected ’. We sat down
in the welcome shade of & black-trunked kikar tree and found

1 Rainfall o inches,

2 2 Conmnthians v, I.

3 deacia dvabica.

17a
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ourselves in an unusually progressive almosphore ; so progressive,
indeed, that one of (he village schoolmasters appeared wearing
a puggaree at one end and pumps at the vther and, in between,
lilac-coloured socks strapped to bare legs by leather suspenders,
above which came a pair of khaki shorts and a not very white shir
hanging loosely Indian fashion—‘a most lovely, gentleman-like
man'® The secretary was a complete conlrast, a loquacious
gharp-witted Mabdjan,* who aficr several years in the Mechanical
Transport had returned to his hereditary calling of shop-keeping,
A number read the newspaper, and for the first iime on this tour
of many hundred miles when the Round Table Conference was
mentioned, those sitting on the ground understood the allusion
at once. When, too, we got talking about the position of the
village servant, someone said, and others appeared to agree, that
he was not a necessity, nor, properly considered, even an advantage,
‘It is not right that we should do the good work, and others the
bad, Everyome should do their own work. I asked what their
women thought of this, ‘They think the same, for their opinions
change with ours.’ This is much ahead of common thought, but
it is true that as men’s minds change, women’s do loo, Only
yesterday the women were saying (p. 257)— a new wind blows’,

This conversation erosc from the presence of a Christian
tanner. Seven per cent of the district are Chnistian3 and a genera-

tion or iwo ago nearly all were ouicastes, ontcastes
E:vfr’:’“ﬁm less for their work—most were sweepers—ihan their
habits. ‘ They used to eal ihe flesh of animals that

died, and we would not lel them sit amongst us as ihis man is doing
now. In thoge days he would have had to sit far away (and a hand
was raised to indicate a great distance), and we would not even let
them use this road '—pointing to the high road at our side, Wher-
ever I have inquired about the results of conversion, the report has
been good. In Shahpur I came upon a colony of Christians from
“Sialkot, whom all praised for their virtues as tenants. At yester-
day's village, where there were forty or filty families, the people
said: ‘ Intelligence (mas) has come to them, and they give it fo
their children ; and their children give it to their parents, for they
go to school, Befors this they were as animals, and even poisoned
the cattle of their enemies; now they have become men,’ The
motives that lead to conversion are not always religions. A

L A Muisummey Noght's Dyeam, i, 2,

2 'The submontane Hindu {rader and money-lander.

3 The percentage 1s the same 1n the adjoimng districts of Gujranwala

l“:‘Chmd Sheikhupura  In the ten years endg 1931 the mumber of Indian
"t )hans {p,the PuRjab incréased by 2o per cent to 305,630 (Punjad Consus
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Muslim official tells me that his sweeper came to him the other day
and announced that he was going to become a Christian, in order
to get his daughter married. He belonged to this district and said
that so few of them now stick to the old ways that it was difficult
to find a suitable bridegroom. One can imagine the peasant of
the Roman Empire saying the same when conversion to Chris-
tianity became general. The converts mostly continue to work as
agricultural labourers, and the women remove the refuse from the
houses of the zemindars and make the dung cakes, but in the
second generation they generally refuse to handle night-soil. The
more intelligent and enterprising are taking seriously to education
and becoming clerks.

We rode on under an archway of spring green and came to our
last halting place, a rest house set in the midst of wide wheat lands
and rich in the scent of the ripening wheal. Many
and diverse are the rest houses that have sheltered
us during our 719 miles’ of marching—some with gardens, most
without, all with a watchman (in this case a medalled veteran),
many with a sweeper, the most decrepit of their kind, and a few
with a waterman. All have a stable or two, but since the era of
horses passed, the stable has sometimes sunk to a godown. The
buildings themselves ate solidly built, but I can remember none
with the least touch of character or beauty. Yet inside they are
comforizble enough, and the newest in the Nili Bar with their
curtains, towel horses, brick-faced fireplaces, and perhaps a marble
slab for jug and basin, are almost luxurious. All have cotton
durries, and nearly all the durries portentous inkstains. The walls
of most are white and adorned with nothing more decorative than
a notice abont fees or distances or a map of the district. A few are
more ambitious, and this one has over the fireplace a brightly
painted bit of Japanese matting leading up to an oleograph of
the King. Quite a number have an assortment of magazines and
picture papers, far the best of which are old numbers of Punch.
A few even have books, A small but important difference to all
but the most austere is the wine glass, Inmany there is a deplorable
tendency towards prohibition. Lamps are a variable quantity,
and the wise nomad takes with him his own. The two most
distressing fealures one can encounter are, in the cold weather,
the smoking chimney, and in the hot, the barking dog—far more
frequent, and the murderer of sleep. All, or nearly all, have easy
chairs of wood and cane, but most of them are too easy for anyone
who does not want 1o go to sleep at once. The furniture is of the
simplest, and the beds, in my experience, never infested.

1 Excluding rail but including forty-six miles done by car.

Rest houses
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26 March.—Nidhoke to Raya (9 miles)

Last night was so warm—ihe teniperature in the afternoon
ghade touched nearly roo-—that I slepl out under the open sky;
and a pleasant sight it was, as the lamp went out, to see, as by
a miracle, the stars appear, with the Greal Bear heading boldly
northwards and the young moon sailing her silver boat across his
path. And siill pleasanter to waken to a reddening dawn and to
the cooing of doves, and to feel that what. I had set out to do nearly
four months ago was almost accomplished.

We had been riding through wheat fields, just beginning to
pass from green to gold, when we came upon a ficld alive with men
and boys, nineteen of them, and in their midst a tall
black-bearded white-robed figure, as it might have
been a priest engaged in some sacrificjal rite.  And priest he almost
was, for he was a Jat performing the immemorial rite of sowing
his land, this time with the sweet sugar cane, Around him in wide
circle three ploughmen, each with a yoke of oxen, passed up and
dovwm preparing the earth for her work of generation. And in
their wake followed man and boy deftly throwing six-inch stalks of
cane into the shallow furrows, one at cach siep {a man’s step}, to lie
there open 1o the sky until, with the coming of the levelling beam,
the earth closes over them and reccives ihem inlo her womb;
and pacing to and fro, they jnvoked {he Giver of all good things
with the joylul cry—Aillak-Ho-Allah—God is God.

hese men were Muslims, but, i{ is not only Muslims ihat invoke
the name of Allah upon their sowing, Later we came upon Sikh
and Hindn Jats who told us they did so 1oo, and when I asked them
why, this was their reply: ‘Allah and God (Khuda)—it is the
same. He made us all, Hindu, Muslim, Christian, and Sikh,
and we do everything in His name. When we sow the wheat, we
touch Mother Earth with folded hands, and when we sow the cane
we call out—"’ God is God,”’

Who will say that the town has more to teach the village
than the village the town ?

The sower



Parr V: ASPECTS OF VILLAGE LIFE

CuartEr X1V
THE VILLAGE SERVANT

ON both my tours, on the road and in field and courtyard, I fre-
quently came across the village servant, and as he is an integral
the vi i
The different f:rhti;lfse lfeIVJ,l.lage cotnmunity, he must have a chapter
classes ', . .
In India caste and occupation are closely allied,
and the alliance has produced a division of labour, which is seen at
its simplest in the village. Broadly, the zemindars or village
‘masters’ own and cultivate the land, and the kamén® or menials,
as they are commonly called, do cverything else. In the central
Punjab a village of any size will have its carpenter, blacksmith,
potter, shoemaker, oil-presser, weaver, tailor, dyer, and perhaps a
goldsmith. These are the artisans, And for servants pure and
> gimple it will have a barber, waterman, washerman, drummer or
bard, leather-worker or tanner, watchman, and sweeper. Finally,
,there will be the mullsh or priest. On my first tour I came across
two villages in the making, where zemindar settlers had gathered
round them small communities of village servants including in one
case even an astrologer ;3 and in Chapter XII we saw how artisan
and servant followed the colonist to his new home in the Nili Bér.4
All who serve the village and its needs from Brahmin to tanner have
their regular clients (seps), and such is the respect for equity in the
village community that when any servant dies, his clients are
divided amongst his sons as surely as a zemindar's land is amongst
his sons. Thus, if priest or barber serves 100 families and leaves
two sons, each will get 50 clients. In this the servant has the
advantage over his master, for land does not increase, but in time
the 50 families may hecome a hundred.5
The number and type of those who serve a village depend upon
its size and situation. A small village will not have enough work
for a.man of each class, and in parts of the province certain categorie.s
are not found ai all. For example, the Chamdr or leather-worker is
T In five villages surveyed by the Punjab Board of Economic Enquiry,
each in a different distvict, they formed 45 per cent of the total population
(3,065 out of 6,779). :
4 Literally menial, commonly applied to the village servant.
3 Ruslicus, 240, 252,
4 p. 200.
5 gi. ibid., 3oz,
178
a6t
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numbered by the tens of thousand in each disiricl south of the Beas,
and a few thousand can still be fonnd in those between {he Beas and
the Chenab ; but north and west of this ihey are hardly fonnd at afl,?
and the skinning of dead animals, une of the tanner’s most imporiant
tasks, is done by the sweeper or, it may be, by the shoemaker.
Similarly, in the western Punjab both walerman and washerman
are rarely found, Yet elsewherc the waterman is regarded as
essential and given a leading place amongst village servants, To
some extent, too, their number varies with the chief tribe of the
village. Rajputs with their purdah rigours and high caste ways will
have more servants than Jats, and Arains or Sainis with their high
standard of industry and irugality fewest of all.

In the elaborately contrived structure of Indian society everyone
has his niche, and it is rare for {wo niches to be on exactly the same
the barh level. The tanners we mel at Hansi who handled the

© bareer  ovins of sheep and goats were reckoned a little above
those who handled hides, doubtless because hides include the hide
of the sacred cow; and therc are similar gradations amongst the
untouchables of Kangra. In (he village amongst secular servants,
first and foremost comes Lhe barber, not in income but in popular
respect, and this position he owes less to his skill with scissors and
razor than {o the part he plays in the all-important business of
marriage. Welcome in all houses, since no man shaves limself or
even pares his nails,? he is 1he ideal go-between, and throughont the
Pupjab he still plays the part that he once played from Seville to
Baghdad. Nor does his role end with the betrothal. At a wedding
he helps to attend upon ihe guests and often acls as cook,d and his
wife drasses the hair of the ladies and sometimes decorates the face
of the house with paintings. FHe also performs tihe rite of circom-
cision and may even act as surgeon, and on the road he is frequently
to be met bearing some message or invitation to a patron's relative
or friend* Al of which brings him into closer touch with the
zenéna than any other servant. But his position is threatened by
the times. Throughout ihe province the economic depression has
greatly reduced the expenditure on marriages, and he is the first to
suffer from this. ‘ A wedding for the barber, a wrestling match for
the drummer,’ says the proverh.S Fewer guests are now invited,
% The gix districts of the Lahore Division contsin only 23,000 as against
339,000 1. the five districts of the Jullundur Division. ~ Lyallpur (Multan
Division) has 27,000, 1o doubt because 1t has drawn many of its colonists
fromn t&e Jullundur Division,
3Tn ap i-I?gx'lu village a Brahmin generally does this, if one is available.
4 See pp. o4, 162.

No 4 Eiﬂ;’ haian, chkinf bharman (quoted Bd. of Ecom. Engy., Publication
. Qp 13).



THE BARBER 263

and those who come stay a shorter time ; and largesse is reduced,
Even as a matchmaker he is not in quite such universal demand,
With the spread of education, the relation between husband and
wife is becoming more intimate and equal, and bride and bridegroom
have to be chosen with greater care.  People (says a correspondent)
have become wise and begin to think this too important a matter
to be entrusted to the whims and knaveries of a barber.” In short,
he is in danger of being left with scissors and razor as his only means
of support.

Next in popular respect, and usually a little superior in income,
come carpenter and blacksmith’ Lovers of Shakespeare will

remember thal it was Quince the carpentor who led
Blacksmith, the ‘hempen homespuns’ of Athens in their play.
;mﬁh The carpenter s responsible for his patrons’ ploughs,
Weaver beds, spinning wheels, milk churns, and yoke pegs,

and also for the repair of their carls and of the doors
and roofs of their houses. The blacksmith makes the ploughshares,
sickles, axes, mattocks, trowels, and spindles, and does any other
metal work that may be required. If the barber’s position is
weakening, the carpenter’s has improved since the war, and he has
gained much from the great influx of wealth which accompanied
high prices and led to the rebuilding of innumerable village houses
wherever military service, emigration, or large holdings made men
prosperous. The servani who has suffered most since the war is
the potter. A generation ago almost everywhere he ranked
amongst the firsl five, and this is still so south of the Sutlej, where
Hindu custom demands an abundant supply of earthenware vessels ;*
also west of the Chenab and Jhelum, where the well is all important
and the Persian wheel has earthen pots, and the pipkin is kept as
much for show as for use.d But in the canal colonies, where the
well is little used, and in the central Punjab, where the iron bucket
has largely displaced the earthen pot, both waterman and washer-
man come before him, and to gain a living he must generally keep a
donkey or two for transporting produce to market. Only one
artisan has gained by the slump—the weaver. As we have seen,’
one of the economies forced on the peasant is fewer purchases in the
bazaar, and more spinning at home, This has given the weaver

t Tn some areas, o g. in the Mianwali Thal (Bhahkar Assess. Rpt., 1925)
the carpenter is more respected than any other sarvant. Cf. also the Amritsar
yillage of Gagga Bha.nasfSwupy No. 1, 22).

2 Cf. p. 248 and Rushous, 152.

3 Thid,, 220, 225.

+ In Rawalpindi, where wells ave few and roads stony, the shoemaker
is alsa more important than the potter, He is important, too, in some of
the eastern districts.

% pp. 35 256.
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more to do ; and much he needs it, for before the slump no class of
Iabour in the province carned less, in facl a mere 5 or 6 annas a day.?
Following the Revenue Department and {he Punjab Board of
Economic Enquiry, I have included mullah and priest amongst the
village servanis.* Some may think that this is not

Yomah wd - correct, and this was the view of a member of my
staff, himself a villager, when I expressed surprise

that a bank in a Sikh village, which contained one or {wo Brahmin
members, should be called ‘ The Villags Servanis’ Credit Society ’,
A misnomer, he said, but the Jats who were present did not agree,
They insisted thal the Brahmins were 2amin and not zemindars like
themselves ; and though Sikhism is closely allied to Hinduism, this
is the view that Jat Sikhs generally take. ‘ The Brahmin (writes a
Sikh correspondent) is both regarded and treated as a servani, of
gazetted rank if you like, but a servant and nothing more.’ His
chief task is to receive his patron’s guests, attend to their lodging
see to their service, and have the huqqa ready for those who smoke,
and his wife does the same for the women guests. Now and then
{like the barber) he is used as a messenger, and he is often consulted
gboul arrangements and purchases for any social ceremony,
But he no longer functions as priest, and il it is a question
of ceremonial observance, the Granthi? is called in, and he il is who
announces such things as when ihe moon will be full or under
eclipse. In Hindu villages, which are mostly to be found south of
the Sutlej, or up to the Chenab in and along the Himalayas, the
position is different and the Brahmin plays his iraditional part as
temple or family priest. As such he is treated by the zemindars as
an equal, and in the Hindu district of Kangra he shares with the
Rajput a superiority over all others and is greeted with the salutation
—matha tekna—I bow the forehcad, The mullah, on the olher
hand, is everywhere definitely amongst the village servants, unless
he is & maulvi and learned in the scriptures. So far as education
goes, there is little to choose between him and the Brahmin : in nine
cases out of ten both are illiterate. But the Brahmin belongs to
the highest caste in India, and the mullah often to ons of the lower.
In the western Punjab he is usually a weaver,* and elsewhere, if he

is @ zemindar, it is frequently because some infirmity makes him
unfit for the plough.5

 Pb. Bkg. Engy, Rpl., 70.

# In 1931 there were ahout 64,000 priests and ministers of religion in
the Punjab (Cemsus Rpt,), hoeo P ¢

3 Sikh priest,
+ Rusticus, 280, 30z,
5 Ibid., 84-5.
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At the other end of the scale from Brahmin and barber ate
sweeper and Chamdr, The sweeper is the village scavenger and
Chamir and where purdah is in force, he has a further necessary
awesper duty? The Chamér is both tanner and leather-

worker and not only skins his patror’s cattle and live-
stock when they die but also supplies him with shoes, ox-goads, and
thongs, One thing Chamér and sweeper have in common. When
a pair of shoulders are required to bear some burden, it may be the
revenue records from field to field or a petty official’s kit from one
village to another, either may be commandeered by the headman,
as a 'lower’ boy at school may be fagged by an ‘upper’. And
when agricultural work is heavy, they must help their patrons with
it and lend a hand with reaping and threshing the corn and preparing
the gur? They are also the chief agricultural labourers of the
province,® and when, as has accurred with large numbers, they
become Christian, Muslim, or Sikh, or join the Hindu Arya Saméj,
this tends to become their main function.

In orthodox Hindu eyes both sweeper and Chamir are
untouchable. What this means I tried to show on my first {our,4

and it is due to a combination of function and habit.
R‘J’ﬂ?"h‘ In a hot country men are naturally more sensitive

to each other's habits than in a cold, and this is
doubly so where they squat on the ground ; for, as we saw in the
last chapter,S that may bring them into much closer contact than
if they sat on chairs. Once, after inspecting a new Better Living
Society of Chamérs, I remarked to the Inspector that, though they
bad sat all round me, I had suffered no discomfort. ‘ That would
not have been so two months ago,’ he said; ‘since then the socisty
has taught them to brush their teeth once a day and wash their
clothes once a week.” But the most unpleasant habit of all was that
of eating dead animals. Many, however, have given it up, and
where this has been done, untouchability disappears or survives
only as a form ; noris it very strong when master and servant work
side by side in the field and are linked together by the kinship of a
common faskS Once the Beas is crossed and Hindustan left behind,
untouchability is found only in and near the Hindu hills, In

T In 193t thers wete Ovet 900,000 Sweepers in the provimce excluding
those converted to Christianity (Census Rpt.).

2 Cf p. 24. .

3 In the five villages which have been surveyed by the Board of Economic
Enﬁlisry Bo per cent (654 out of B3r) of the sweepers and tenners belong
to this category.

4+ Rusticus, 93, 144

5P 345

6 Ihid,, 135, 130,
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Amritsar, where there are 32,000 sweepers,® they ate frequently
taken into cultivating partnership by both Jat and Arain, and
provided they do not handle night-soil, for which there is little
occasion except here and there where purdah is observed, they may
touch iheir kind and their womenfolk may enter other people’s
houses. North of the Ravi, the great majority have become either
Christian or Muslim, and ihis has given them a new status and & new
outlook? At the end of the last chapter we saw what a difference
this has mede to those who have become Christians ;3 andmuchtihe
same applies Lo the Musalli, as the Muslim convert is called,4 and to
the thousands of Chamars and sweepers who have adopted Sikhism.S
Not long ago Mr. Gandhi wrote * that no penance that caste Hindus
can do can in any way compensate for the caloulated degradation
that has followed from untouchability.’® The Punjab may con-
gralulate itself that under the influence of education and new ideals
this evil is gradually disappearing.

Village custom is so variable that generalizations about village
servants can have only the broadest application, and this applies
particnlarly to their remuncration.  Oil-presser,
weaver, tailor, and dyer arc generally (nol always)
paid by the piece, in cash or in grain according to circumstances,?
Technically they axe not village sorvants, for the true servant is one
who performs certain fixed services periodically in reiurn for a share
of his patron’s harvesl. The share is a matter of cusiom and record
and is either a specific measure of grain or a fixed proportion of the
harvest, or a combination of both. The services 1o be rendered ate
also subject to fixed limits—in some villages the carpenier's limit
for repairs is a day’s work—and anything over and above these
lirnits must be separately paid for, also at customary raies, which are
often in kind. Thus in a Jullundur village the blacksmith receives
from each of his patrons :—

1§ per cent of his wheat and maize crops.
2 geers of wheat or maize whenever either is sown.

Remuneration

* Consus Rpt, 1931,
2 Those who tour 1 rural areas in the north should remember this and
take their sweeper with them; otherwise some Musalh will have to be

‘bribed * 1o petform a task which, if discovered, may lead to lus social
boycott.

3 p. 258,
+ In 1931 there were 385,000 Musallis in the Punjab, neasly all w the
north &B %EQ: of the pr63m§ca (Census Rpt.). ’
5 Chamdrs and eweepers who becore Sikhs are called Ramdésts and
Mazhab, respettively.
8 Lotter dated 11 March 1932 to the Secrstary of State for India
threatenmg ' a fast unto death '.

7 Payments to the oil-presser vary considerably, see Village Strveys.
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one of the last two pickings of cotton.

4 bundles of fodder

5 seers of cane juice,

4 stalks of sugar-cane whenever the cane-crusher requires attention.

Rs, 2 and } seer of gur when the wooden frame of a new well is sunk,
and at a marrage,

1 seer of gur, food for two, and a small present in cash.

And in a colony village of Sikh Jats the Brahmin’s dues are :—

2 geers oxr more of grain each time he visits a patron's house on certain
. fixed occasions.

Re. 1 on the birth of an eldest son {the well-to-do give up to Re. 5 or
even a cow).

Rs, 10 on the marriage of a son.

Re, ;h wh;n g sacred spat is visited to distribute charity in memory of

e dead.

Rs, 2 sent by the hridegroom's parents when they acknowledge informa-
tion about a marriage.

Rs. 5 at certain ceremonies,

Re. 1-4 for writing a sacred text on the ground with flour, and at mar-
riages, free meals for himself and his family during the three days
that the ceremonies usually last.?

It is difficult to assess the earnings of a village servant when he
is paid in so many different ways and for such uncertain occasions
as birth, marriage, and death, In the colony village
the Brahmin's earnings were estimated at no more
than Rs. 112 a year, but the waterman’s were put at Rs. 448 or an
average of Rs. 37 a month3 This was before the depression, and
that solid incomes could be earned then by even the humblest is
shown by the Rs. 4,000 saved by the three Chamér brothers of
Hansi4 and in 1930, when I inspected a society of sweepers in
Amritsar city, I found that some of their families were earning over
Rs, 40 amonth. But these are abnormal figures, certainly for days
of economic depression, and for village servants generally my "
enquiries suggest that the better placed among them now do not
earn more than Rs. 200 to 300 a year, and the humbler from Rs. 100
ta 2005 The figures of the lower scale are roughly on a level with
those given on pages 223-24 for the colonist with one rectangle
and on pages 252 and 254 for the peasant proprietor with one
plough. If colonist and small proprietor are better off, in most
cases it will only be because they have some source of income apart |
from their land, such as military service. Even so it may be

Income

¥ Village Survey, No. 3, 9.

2 Ihid., No. 4, 19.

3 Ibid., 21, 2. In the same village the blacksmith earned Rs zro and
the barber Ra. 167.

4 p. 167

5 Compare the tanners of Hansi (p. 168). For the poorer and ramoter
tracts, such as Mienwali, the scale would be Rs, 50 less, subject to a minimum
of about Rs. 100,
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doubted whether in general thoy ure better off than the highar grade
of village servant.

The scale for the lower grade may be compared with the wages
paid to the agricultural labourer, and the comparison is relevant
because, ag has already been explained, Chamar and
sweeper provide most of the agricultural labour of the
province, During my tour I asked a number 'of
zemindars how much they paid their permanent labourers, The
results are tabulated in a note at the end of this chapter? They
show wide variations but suggest that under ordinary conditions a
labourer may expect from Rs. 100 t0'130 a year> The minimum
would seem to be about Rs. go and the maximum (ignoring the
exceptional case of an Arain at Sangla) nearly Rs. 200, but the
higher rates are paid only for long service, or for service under the
special conditions of the Nili Bér, or for skill in market-gardening,
Here again there seems little to choose between the small proprietor
and the skilled labourer, and in comparing the two we must
remember that other grown-up members of the labourer's family are
free to earn as well, whereas the small proprietor, to earn his modest

Rs, 150 to 200, requires the assistance of a wife, perhaps even of a
son.3

Agrieultural
wages

Inooms of The figures given or referred to in the last two

village sorvants Daragraphs will bo clearer if they are tabulated.
and return of  This may be done thus =~

land compared
Nili Bdr Colony Ra. por annum
#) Government Farm tenants at 160 {grasa return Jess cost of seed,
ihari—return per rectangle in implements, wpkoep of cattle
1034 (p. 223). including depreciation, and all

Government dues).
(b} estimated retwrn of ame recl- 163 {(grogs return lpss all costs

angle, with wheat and unginned specified above except impla-
cotton selling in the village at ments and depreciation on
Ra, 2 and 6 per maund respec- cattle).

tively (p. 224).
One plosgh holdings in Guydaspuy and Sialkol
(6) welldrrigated (6 acres), at 205 (gross return Jass value of
jces current in March 19314 fodder for cattla and cotton
f;.l 252). for domestic use).
b) unirrigated (ro acres), with 126 {(gross return Jess valne of

prices as above {p. 254). fodder and cotton as above}.
Estimated income af village servamis (1933)

{a) higher grades, 200 to 300,

b} lowser grades. 120 to 200,

Ip 277

4 %f Rusticus, 277, 334.

$ Cf. p. 256-7.

4 Por prices prevailing at different dates, see p. 350.
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Wages of agricultural labourers Dermansntly employed (1931)
(a) under ordinary conditions, 100 10 130,
(b) if conditions or skill special. 130 to 192,

To this we may add the figures given on p. 34g far the farms whose
accounts have been kept under the auspices of the Punjab Board of
Economic Enquiry.

Average return per aee (after deducting all out-of-
pocket costs of production but nothing on account
of the cultiyator's own labour)

. Canal-irngatedland  ‘Well-irtigated land
Rs. Rs,

1928-9 and 1929-30 . 2815 255
1930-I {0 1932-3 . 1314 13-2

On these fignres it is clear that the small proprietor, whether
cultivating at home with one plough or in the Nili Bar colony with
two ploughs,® is no better off than the artisan or higher grade village
servant,

Water is the first essential of life, more important even than
bread, whick cannot be grown without it. It is appropriate,

therefore, that the waterman should have an honous-
Eﬂmﬁ’ able, sometimes the most honourable, place amongst

village servants; and it is doubly appropriate if his
wife bakes the village bread. Here we come upon one of those
differences of custom, which are a feature of Punjab village life and
derive their boundagies from its rivers.? South of the Ravid and
north of the JThelum most women do their own baking, but between
the two (as amongst the Arabs in Palestine) most villages have a
common bakehouse* served by the waterman's wife Like
everything else it has both adventage and disadvantage. The
disadvantage is that time is spent in coming and going and some-
times wasted in too long tarrying at the bakehouse, and village
quarrels occasionally arise from the tittle tattle inseparable from the
meeting together of uneducated or not very busy women, The

* Two ploughs with a yoke of oxen are required for one rectangle
Or square.

z CL pp. 73, T1L

3 Hoshiarpur appears to be an exception.

4 In large villages each quarter has its own bakehouse,

5 The difference on the two sides of the Jhelum is siriking: i Shabpur
80 to go per cent of the villages have a bakehouse, in Chakwal (north of the
Salt Range) only 2o to 25 per cent. The bakehouse is generally confined
to Muslim villages, and it is mare used in the hot weather than in the cold,
In Gujranwala and Sheikhupura the oven of one house is sometimes used
by 4 or 5 neighbourmng houses without charge, cach housewife bringing her
own fnel. Co-operation takea many forms in the villege.
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advanlage is hat it saves fuel, and a4 the commonest. fuel is the
dung-cake, the saving means more manwre for the land, Turther.
more, in a large oven any kind of brushwoad can be used.

The village baking is one of the pleasantost sights that the
village offers, how pleasant I did not realize until one Sundgy
morning I chanced to look into the courtyard of a waterman’s honge
in a Gujrat village. There were the ustal mud walls, and seated on
the ground near the oven, a mud-plastered barrel-shaped hole in
the ground, was the waterman’s wile with half a dozen women
about her, all busy, some with the kneading, others with the
pat-a-cake {pira). Pour the flour into a shallow brass dish, moisten
it with water, soften it with butter, then knead it with both hands;
so might the simple recipe run. But these women needed no recipe
as they moulded the dough into cakes with great squeezings of their
fingers and clenchings of large-knuckled fists ; nor for the more
delicate business of flatiening out the cake beiween the palms of the
hand. Thinner and thinner becomes the dough, and more and more
spreading the cake, until at lasi il is as large as huogry man
could wish, Then it is lovingly placed in a shallow basket, and one
by one 19 others are placed upon il. Now is the momeni o rouss
the fire, which slumbers in the oven, and up gets Mistress Waterman
and thrusts in an armiful of long bushy stems, The {lames leap high,
and for a bright crackling minute the tranquil faces of the women
redden in the firclight. Then all is quicl and the barrel glows,
Down she sits again, and chatting gaily, takes up a cake, damps
it with a touch of wet fingers, and flaticns it against the oven wall.
And so on with cake after cake uniil the waler al her side is white
as milk and the oven white with bread, Now and then a cake
unsticks and slips into the fre, but in a moment it i3 speared
and put back in its place. The wheaten ones are ready first, the
thicker millet ones Jasl, These are so solid that one taken with a
glass of buttermilk and a dish of greens gives a man a meal.

The baker provides oven, fuel, and labour, and in return receives
nol cash, but, after sound village custom, one cake in eight.* In
silks she would be all delight, but even in her dark homespun she
has more quickness, intelligence, and grace than all the zemindar
wives who sit stolidly about her. I twitted her with not being as
cleanly dressed as such work required. ‘ My dress ahove cannot be
clean,’ she replied; it becomes white with flour; but the dress
below (and she kifted her black ankleJong apron) is clean.’ Ithen
remarked, with I fear less than village courtesy, that the baskets
which received the cakes of dough might be cleaner. ‘But,’ she

.1 In Gujranwals and Sheikhupura she receives one cake per family,
which is also roughly ona in eight.
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said with & merry smile, ‘ the baskets are cleaned every four or five
days.’ At this moment there entered with laughing eye a woman
bearing in her hand a brass vessel full of moistened wheat, which
she wanted parched, Her face with its bold but gently-rounded
cheek bones and tapering chin was alive with the gaiety of her mind.
She answered each question we put to her with quick unembarrassed
humour, and only when asked of what caste she was, did she
hesitate a moment and then she answered softly, * T am 2 Musalli.”
But at this point—I was unconsciously blocking the doorway—a
deferential voice said : ‘ There are others waiting who cannot get in.”
The oven serves the village morning and evening, and as six can
only knead al once, some must wait, and that there may be no favour
each woman as she arrives is given a number,

‘That the servant is often quicker witled than his master is 3
matter of common observation, and literature is full of examples,
for instance, Figaro, Sancho Panza, and Scapin, It was no accident
The servant’s that made the waterman’s wife and the Musalli sland
versatility oul amongst their fellows, or the minstrel's wife
appear the most intelligent in the group of women met in Sialkot.?
The peasant lives by his land, but the servant who would prosper
by his wits. The peasant hesjtates to turn his hand to anything
but plough, pen and sword,3 and even his plonghshare is blunted by
his izzat-dictated taboos ;* but the servant scomns nothing that will
add to his substance. On my tour I met men who doubled the
parts of washerman and tailor; a father and son who worked
together as blacksmith and carpenter, and eaming, too, over
Rs, 500 a year ; washermen and tanners who were weavers ; barbers
and carpenters who were money-lenders; and, strangest of all,
dyers (rangrez) employed to sink a well 100 feet deep.5 In so caste-
ridden a country as India this fluidity of occupation is surprising,
but the Punjab north of the Sutlej (apart from the Himalayas) is
thuch less infinenced by Hinduwism than the rest of India, and
occupation and tribe are more important than caste, with which,
however, they are often co-ordinated. If, in these changing times,
the peasant does not wish to be outstripped by his servant, he must
either develop his agriculiure or undertake other activities. And

* See p. 266,

2 p. 255.

s pp. 88, 183.

+ Ci. pp. 50, 88, 137, 179.

% In a Jullundur village which recently came under survey, il was found
that 6 shoemakeis and 3 potters were working as weavers, 2 washermen as
tailors, & waterman ps money-lender and mason, 2 more ag waterten and
tailors, and & weaver as hoth weaver and dyer (Village Survey, Na, 3, 6-8).
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he should also note the servant's keenness for education, which is
often greater than his own.®

In the old days village servants were in complete subjection
to their ‘ masters’, and this is still largely the case in the feudat

north and west. Thero the fear of ejoction from 1he
Relation of  yillage is a yoke which keeps the head howed, and
z:;‘:‘l‘;dt” a8 iy those who own their own house and courtyard

dare assert themselves. But this does not mean that
the servant is ill treated, If the zemindar is master, he is also
patron, and if he stdnds above, he also stands behind, his servant,
He will help him when he comes into conflict with others and mey
even make his cause his own; and if he illireats him, other
zemindars may quite possibly come to his rescue. It is only in big
-villages, whera there is a large number of servants and artisans with
independent means of income, that there is any tendency towards
strained relations, As a rule, there is a friendly spirit of give and
take, which is well illustrated by a zemindar's reply, when I asked
him (on my first tour) whether he took any rent from the barber,
weaver, and cobbler who had settled round a new homestead he had
built in the open country, ‘God forbid,’ he exclaimed. ‘When a
man has enough, he should halp the poor.® The exchange of
services, which is the condition of all friendly human relationships,
is most evident at a wedding. If the wedding is in a patron’s house,
the servant may have to work herd in minigtering to a large gathering
of guests, but there will be generous feasting, in which h¢ has his
part, though (like the women) he must wait until the zemindars
have had their fill3 And if the wedding is in his own house, his
patron will lend him beds and gear; possibly, too, moncy without
interest,

Even in the north, however, a new wind blows and, as in the
days before the French Revolution, dues that had their origin in
Feudal dues benefit and service and that have been paid for

generations begin to be questioned. In one village
there has recently been prolonged litigation over the landlord’s
right to charge non-proprietary families Re, 1-4 per ‘door’ for
watch and ward and Rs. 2 to 10, according to station, on the
marriage of a daughter for the general protection given them in their

T Ig it possible that Christ’s family may have been cagenter by caste
and not by occupation ? If, as wiiters frequently assume, He was brought
up in a carpenter's house, it is surprising that He should have drawn from
carpentaring none of the images and illustrations which make His recorded
utterances 5o redolent of observation and experience, The nearest ap
is the ‘ saying ' found at Oxyrrhyncus in Egypt—' Lift the stone and thou
shalt find me, cleavs the wood and there am 1" (I am indebted to the Rev.
Robett Quirk for this saying).

2 Ruslicus, 240, § Cf. p. 21,
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daily life, More questionable from the modern standpoint, though
DPerhaps understandable when we remember the dashing type of
Puggaree worn in Shahpur,® was the levy by the landlords of a
village in that district of one rupee a year from every village servant
for the privilege of wearing a puggaree. Some years ago the servants
tefused to pay it any longer. The levy was found to be legal in a
court of law ; but more than the law was at stake, and the servants
persisted in recusance ; and, when a certain sum was decreed against
some of their number, all subseribed to pay it. Then common sense
and a feeling for the times prevailed and the landlords gave up their
claim in return for their costs.?

In the more modern and democratic atmosphere of the contral
Punjab relations are both less fixed and less friendly, In a large
Amritsar village,3 finding separate banks for zemindars
and servants, I suggested to the servants that they
should join forces with the zemindars. Whereat their president
exclaimed : ‘ God has saved us from their power (hakumal), We
would rather get thirty rupees from our own bank than fifty from
theirs.” This was an echo of an economic and social struggle which
broke ont in the general unrest that followed the war, It is not
confined to Amritsar, and on my first tour I came across it in
Hoshiarpur,* and now (zg34) I am informed that the districts of
Lahore, Gurdaspur, and Sialkot are all more or less affected by it.
The tension, which it is important not to exaggerate, is due to four
canses~—the rise in prices after the war; the great increase in
population ; the rapid growth of the larger towns and the spread of
education, These causes are closely connected. When prices rose,
many Chamirs in Hoshiarpur said they would not shoulder the
bridal palanquins or carry the revenue records from one place to
another without payment. Similatly, in many Amritsar villages
the sweepers said the same about the records. Government, they
argued, no longer expects unpaid service: why then should
zemindars ? In Amritsar, where these difficulties were most acute,
they would probably have been scon adjusted, had not the increase
in population made many zemindars feel less dependent on the
services of others in the field and tempted them sometimes to with-
hold harvest dues. The servant replied by going off to the town,
and with Amritsar and Lahore so near, this presented Httle difficulty,
and as the towns were developing rapidly, work was easily found,

Tension

1p. 20.

L] & Kangra, in parts of which those who were not either Brahmins or
Rajputs used not to be allowed * to erect & slate-roofed house or to beat the
drum &t weddings’ (Bd. of Econ. Eng., No. g, op. clt,, 123).

$ Manan, a village of 275 houses (see p. 84).

+ Rusticus, 23.
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The spread of education did not nend matiers, for in these days the
merest smattering of learning is enough to set a man thinking of his
rights, especially when the scrvices required of him smack of
subjection.
The services that are mosi resented are those that are commonly
called degdr, a word, which like ils French equivalent ‘ corvée ),
democratic lips generally month with an accent of
Begér scorn or disgust. Actually there is no reason whythe
word should inspire either. There is nothing degrading in the
services it covers, and they have their quid pro guo. A message or
an invitation may have to be laken from a patron to a relative—on
the road we met many employed in this way—or word of some crime
may have to be sent to the police stalion, or a load carried from one
village to another, or women escorted on a journey, or help given to
a patron in his fields when hard pressed. In return for these services
servants are allowed to lop their patrons’ trees for fuel, to pick their
rape leaves for greens, to collect dung and stack it on {heir land,
and Lo graze cattle, sheep, and goats on their fallow or stubble fields,
Near Tarn Taran we found a walchman grazing filteen goats on the
land of those whose messages he carried, and not, far away a water-
man’s boy in yellow shirt and black puggaree (the gift of his patron)
was gathering fodder for the family buffalo in his patron's field of
rape. And recently when a Jullundur village was surveyed, it was
found that twenty-five Chaméirs were keeping ninetoen cows for
not one of which did ihey either grow or purchase fodder® There
is an underlying equity in unsophisticated village life which the
modern industrial town might envy.
On almost the last day of my tour the question was raised
whether the village servant was necessary.® His existence is
commonly taken for granted ; yet, as we have seen,
Is the village the Chamér does mot exist north of the Chenab,
;‘::;,1:,’? waterman and washerman are rare west of the
Jhelum, and the sweeper is only used for domestic
sanitation where purdah is in {orce, that is to say amongst Rajputs,
landlords, and men of position. The barber, too, whom all employ,
isnot, from the western standpoint, indispensable.3 Some reduction,
therefore, would seem possible, and it would be of economic advan-
tage to the zemindar, for at present I0 to 15 per cent of his gross
produce goes in customary dues to the village servant.t
1 Village Survey, No. 3, 14.
2 %1258. 8 CL. p. 210,
4 In the Shahpur tahsil the percentage Is actually 17 (4ssass. Rpt., 1924,
appendix). On pnirrigated land it may be less than 1o, e.g. in Kharian

(Gujrat) it is 8 (ibid,, 1914), and 1n the Jhelum tahsil it veries from 8} to 14}
per cent: (1bid., 18g9).
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On the other hand, the present system gives employment to
men who might otherwise find it difficult to make a living, and
Chamér and sweeper play an important part in the agricultural
economy of the province, and as a correspondent writes, * shaving
and skinning are jobs either too advanced or too low to appeal to
the average villager.' For the moment, more feasible, and perhaps
more important than reduction is the removal of the social dis-
abilities attaching to village service, especially to those who perform
the less considered tasks, In the more Hindu parts of the province
untouchability survives, and nowhere is either artisan or servant
eligible to serve on a panchayat under the Act unless he owns as
much land as would almost make him a peasant proprictor,’ and
everywhere he is termed ‘ kamfn ’ or menial. This last at least is
an anachronism, and surcly the time has come to discontinue its use
in official reports and publications* The days are past when
artisan and servant could be looked upon as * a crew of patches, rude
mechanjcals '3

And educated as well as uneducated have something to learn
in thismatter., On one occasion on my tour my three house servants

complained that there was no accommodation for

fﬂmg: them at the rest house. It was the middle of the cold
.::'vfm weather, and all they had been offered was an open

verandah for the night. Everything else was said to
be occupied by an Indian official, who lived there with his servants
and clerks, I went to see him, and he courteously offered me a
room in his servants' quarters. But when the door was opened, all
I could see was a heap of charcoal, broken charpoys, and rubbish,
* Impossible (I said) to put servants into such a place.’ Hearing
this, those with him said there was a room in the stables which
might do. Again a door opened, and this time fowls of all ages
fluttered excitedly. Eventually a large airy room which had been
converted into an office was placed at my disposal. I mention the
incident, trivial enough in itself, because it is typical of the way
the Indian servant, who is often as good as any in the world, is
expected to live. One of the things that the average house pro-
prietor is most reluctant to do is to provide the servants’ quarters
attached to a bungalow, which may be highly rented, with ihe
elementary decencies of cleanliness, ventilation, and space.
There is one village servant of questionable character, noisy
habits, and ill favoured appearance, who has not been mentioned

1p, 142
2 1‘;‘he“.ﬁerxr.\ js, I think, used only once in my Journal, and thers dehber-
ately to mark a most memal habit (p. 3.

3 A Mudsusnmey Night's Dream, 1, 2, 9.
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and who yet has a definite place in the village community, 1
refer to the ubiquitous pi dog. Just as every barber,

The dog waterman, sweeper, and tanner has his group of
patrons, so in countless villages dogs have their groups of houses
whose exits and entrances they guard, in return for which they are
allowed to ‘eat of 'the crumbs which fall from their masters’
table ’;* and if dogs from other houses come foraging round, they
hound them away as trespassers. I have come across this as far
south as Gurgaon and as far north as Jhelum, but it does not involve
any tie between man and dog such as we are familiar with in the
west, The whole attitude to the dog is different in the east. To
the orthodox Muslim he is definitely unclean and untouchable, and
in European households it is the untouchable sweeper who must be
employed to look after him. The attitude of the Sikh is not very
different, and if the Hindu is more indulgent, it is due to his belief
in transmigration and the fear that the spirit of some ancestor may
have passed into a dog in punishment for misdeeds committeed as a
man. Actually, closer ties are more often found amongst Muslims
than Hindus, One reason for this is that the Muslim goes in much
more for sport than the Hindn, who is commonly a vegetarian, and
every true sportsman has his dog. Another is that in the Muslim
north? and west the peasani ofton lives on an isolated well or in a
lonely moorland homestead (dkok) end requires a good watchdog
to guard him and his caltle at night, for, as we know, ‘ there are
thieves '3 But in the east and south-cast of the province men live
in villages and the looser ‘ patron ’ system prevails, For humans,
as we have seen, this system works well cnough, but it is the worst
possible for dogs and gives them the barest means of subsistence.
Ignored and ownerless, they lead the scorned half-starved life of the
outcaste, lLiving almost literally upon crumbs, thankful for any
scrap, preying upon the filthiest garbage, and avenging themselves
upon man by meking night hideous with their senseless barking,
‘T respect dogs much in the domestic circle,' says Stevenson, 'but
on the highway, or sleeping afield, I both detest and fear them.
There is no need to fear the Indian pi dog, but it is difficult not to
detest him. In the hot weather there is no greater tormentor o
those who sleep under the stars, and on nights when the moon is
nearly full and seems almost to burn its way into closed but sleepless
eyes, half a dozen dogs will sometimes bay and bark at each other
by the hour murdering sleep. Yet what an invaluable servant the

T
2

atthew xv, 27.
Ci. p. 66.

E] g_ 233 | -
4 T'ravels with 4 Donkey (Edinburgh edit.), 300,



WAGES OF AGRICULTURAL LABOURER zj7

dog 18 to the peasant and shepherd of the west, and how lovable
he can be when treated as companton and friend  Even m the north
and west there 15 hittle lavishing of care and affection  Once seeing
a dog lymg m the sun near two women who weie spmning, I asked
its owner whether he brushed lim * Toba /* If we don't brush
ourselves, how should we brush our dogs?' And so, too, to the
further question whether he ever washed him ‘If we wash
ourselves only once a month, how should we wash them ?* A dog
costs somethung to feed and tend, and remembering the figures given
above,? one can understand that the ordinary peasant cannot afford
any extra expenditue however small 1t follows, therefore, that
bus standard of living must be raised before the village dog can fare

any better And i lesser degree the same apphes 1o the willage
servant 3

Notr —Wages of the Agncultuial Labourer Duung my tour I
enquired from a number of zemmdars what they paid therr permanent
labourers The mformation given me 19 summanzed below —

District Tahsil or area Wages3

Sheikhupura Colony Rs 8 to 10 a month plus 2 cotton shawls
and shoes before the fall m prces the
money wage was Rs 1o to 12
Sangla (market Rs 15 and 16 per memsem one Arawn
gardening) employed on Rs 30 plus 3 annas a day for
food~—an exceptional case
Shahpur Colony 20 maunds of wheat or Rs 4 {before the
slump Rs 7 to 8) per mensem plus 2 meals
a day, clothes, shoes and tobacco

Jhelum Lila Rs 4 or 5 per mensem
Salt Range plus meals
Buchhal Kalan} Rs 4 to 7 per mensem [ and clothes
1veraim Rs 4 to 6 per mensem
Ferozepore  Moga Rs 100 per annum plus 2 meals a day, but
more usually one fifth of the produce,
one zemmndar said he gmd lis man Rs 15
a month, but he bad been o years 1n his
employ
Hissar Hana: tahsd A zaldar pad his 3 household servants

Rs 50 plus food and clothes and gave s
3 labourers ane-sixth of the produce of
the land they cultivated

T Heaven forbid !
2p 268

3 For wages ascertained on my firat four, see Ruséicus, index under
¢ Agrienltural labourer '

4 Faor price of wheat, see pp 254, 350 188
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Distriot Tahsil or area Wages

Montgomery  Nili Bar Colony Rs, 7-8 or at most Rs. xo (bofore the slump
the maximum was Rs, 13? Plus food and
clothes; but in the village visited on
March 7 the mililary granteos sald they
paid from Rs. 130 Lo 1Ho per annum plus
food and clothes, Ono ‘spid he paid
Rg. 180 but was trying to find a chenper
man; and it was also said that a labourer
had just left the village because his
employer would not give him more thag
Rs, 130,

Gurdaspur Shakargarh A Khatri paid his 5 labourers Rs, 7 a
{Kot Nainan) month plus food and clothes r

With these figures may be compared the wages given in Farm Accounts
in the Punjab, 19323 (see p. Stagt)' all relating to Ig32-3 and affecting nine
different districts. The wages of eleven permanent labourets are mentioned,
six of there peid in cash and in kind, and five paid, in pari at least, by
fixed proportion of the produce. In the case of the six, the cash value of
the year's wages varied from Rs. 66 (p. 163), or, omitling this apparently
exceptional case, from Ra. g4 (p. 132} to Ks, 147 (p. 163). In the case of
the five, it ran {from Rs. 109 (p. 163) to Ra. 176 {p 32{

T The value of food and clothes at present prices may be roughly put
at Rs. 40 & year; awing to economic depression there has been a marked
tendency to substitnte wages in kind for wages in cash, and for the land-
owner to dispense with the employment of agricultural labour. Earnings
are, therefore, much reduced, and in one colony it ia said that men wha used
to get 12 anuas a day ate now content with from 4 to 6 annas. The labourer
I&a;t o?e dt;ﬁnita advantage over the zemindar: he is ususlly not much in

ebt (1934).

The valuations given in Favm dccounts in the Punjab, 1932-3, vary
considerably ; in the case of food, fromt Rs, 24 (pp. o, 163) to Rs. 36 (pg. 138,
210) ; and when clothes are added, from Rs. 31 (p. 10} to Rs, 47 (p. 83).
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THE VILLAGE WOMAN
Parr I
CUSTOM

On my first tour I described in some detail the part the village
woman plays as man's helpmate in the fields, On my last, I
attempted the much more difficult task of finding out the part
she plays in the home; and, believing that people should always
be allowed to speak for themselves, I ventured to peuetrate into
the home for the purpose. The result was a series of conversations,
which I have reproduced in my journal as faithfully as I could.
I propose now to consider very briefly what women’s position is
in the village and how far it is changing with the times, If I seem
to rush in where only angels might dare to tread, my excuse is that
little informatjon is available on the subject, and some treatment
of it seems required to complete my survey of the Punjab village.
On my tour, and in the two years that followed, I collected what
information I could, and during the last six months Indian friends
in close touch with village life, and together representing all the
more typical areas of the province, have most kindly made further
enquiries for me. What follows is the resnlt of all this, but the
views exprassed are of the broadest and most tentative character.

Let us start with marriage. General, but not universal,
custom prescribes that girls shall be martied in childhood, and
that marriage shall be consummated when nature
makes this possible or not long after. For centuries
Brahmins have declared that if a git] were not married
before puberty, ¢ the most terrible punishment’ would fall upon
all concerned,t and so deeply ingrained is this idea that in 1g28
I was informed that in the eyes of most an unmarried daughter of
16 ‘ indicated some defect in the brain of the parents or their
financial position.”® The result of this attitude is the existence in
India today of about 2,000,000 wives and 300,000 widows
under the age of 153 Qn my first tour, in one high schqol, I met

* Frieda Haunswirth, Purdah (1932), 53.

2 Rustious, 40.

3 Census of India, 1031, vol. i, pt. 2, p. 120. 1In the Punfab, the number

of wives and widows under 14 in 1931 was 288,662 and 4,148, respectively
(Census Rpth., p. 173).

The age of
mwr:ilga

370
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a Hindu boy of 13 who was living with a wife only 12 years old,
and a Sikh boy of 16 who had already lost both wife and child:* and
in another, I found that oul of 198 boys in the four upper classes
66 were married and 26 had started living with their wives? On
my last tour the firsl woman interviewed, a Ilindu Jatni, was
married al the age of 4 and her hushand was only 9} an age at
which she had recently married her eldest daughtert The second
woman, also a Hindn Jatni, was married so young that she could
not remember coming 1o her husband's home.S A Muslim woman
met later on the borders of Kashmir said the same. The two
women interviewed in the Nili Bir had fared a little better, One,
a Muslim, was married at 17, and so was her daughter § the other,
a Sikh Jatni, was married at 127 The submontane Hindu Rajputs
.usnally bettoth their girls at 5 or 6, and in the eastern Punjab,
where Hindu influence or tradition is strong, marriages are generally
consummated at I3 or 14. In the barren north and west, where
g0 per cent are Muslim, they take place three or four years later;
and in the sandy wastes bordering on the Indus girls are nol married
till 20 or even 25, So too was il among the Janglis, till the canal
gave them the means of supporting larger families. Now they
marry their girls at 74 or 15.° There has also been a drop of a year
or two in the Salt Range where the army has brought prosperity.
* Before we were poor,’ said an old man when we wore discussing
this. Elsewhere I have sajd that an increase of prosperity leads
to an inerease of population,? and it would scom that, where the
former is not accompanicd by educalion, il may also lead lo carlier
marriage.
Early marriage is naturally followed by carly birth. The first
Hindd Jatni T met became a mother at x4, the second at 15, and the
Muslim at 6. This is typical, and from it springs
fﬁiv chéld' o 8L the wastage of a birth and death rate which
douth ¥ are higher in the Punjab than in any other province
except the Central Provinces. FEach of the two
Hindu Jatnis had had eight children, and of the 16 only g hed
survived, and it was pathetically clear that another was doomed,

* Rusticus, 38,

2 Tbid., 182.

3 p. 190,

4 p. 190

3 p. 192.

§ p. 226,

7 p. 227

8 % 16,

9 Peasant, 273-4.

™ Public Health Admms, Rpt, (Punjab) 1932, (published To34), 11. In

1932 the raral birth rate of the province was 42 per mille, and the rural death
rate 25 (ibid,, 4, 5, 7).
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Similarly, the Sergeant’s wife in Gurdaspur had lost 3 out of 8,
Only the Sikh Jaini of the Nili Bar had lost no more than ons out
of 6. Early marriage is, of course, not the only cause of all this
logs. As long as village midwives are uneducated, untrained, and
often balf outcaste? there must be heavy losses at childbirth,
In only one area did we come across the trained midwife, and there,
in the twenty villages concerned, 6oo children were brought into
the world at a cost of only three lives as against a Census average
of 82 Even if a child survives birth, its chance of growing up is
very uncertain, and it 1932, a healthy year, for every 1,000 children
born 179 died under the age of one3 The corresponding rate in
England and Wales for the same year was only 65, which shows
what is possible. But in some European countries, for example
Hungary (x84) and Roumania (197), it was even higher. The
position in the Punjab, therefore, though capable of great improve-
ment, is not desperatet
In one respect village custom is merciful. After childbirth
a mother is allowed a fair spell of rest. The shortest period
4 mentioned by any of the women I saw was 10 to 20
d::x;::m days, and in most cases it was 20 to 40, More
than 20 days is probably only possible if there is
someone in the house to cook and do the housework, and during
part of it light work will be done. But even if only ten days’ rest

. is taken, that is as much as a village woman expects in Scotland.

As to nursing, a daughter is nursed for about two years (Juliet was
nursed for nearly three), and a son for six months longer. Some-
times, but rarely it would seem, it is the other way round.S The
women of Sialkot said they made no difference between boy and girl,

for “hoth come from the same womb.' But one of them added:

‘For all that we love the boy best The Sergeant's wife in
Gurdaspur thought the same, and her husband’s explanation was
typical of the peasant mind: a boy, he said, will become  master
of the land’? To the Hindu there is a mystical significance in the

1 See Rusticus, 349.

2 This figure was given me locally, see p. 79. L

3 Health Admin, gpt., 9. The corresponding figure for India in 1930
was 181 (Census Rpi., vol. §, pt. 1, 97)- .

+ The following figutes (obfained with those given above from the
Ministry of Health) may also be compared :

Scotland o . 86 apan {1931) . o132

Haly “ .. 106 uesia in Evrope (1928) .. 168

Poland v .. 143 .
The Russian figures are approximate and relate to only part of Russda in
Eurape. The other figures (except Japan) zelats to 1932.

5 Cf. p. 229.

6 p. 256,

7Dy 235
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birth of a son, the very word for which in Punjabi means deliver-
ance from hell ;* and there is the fundamental consideration that
‘ghls are the fucl of another man's house'? The possibility of
a substantial bride price shonld sweeten a daughier’s welcome,
and no doubt it makes her more considered, but there is always
the uncomfortable thought thal she costs more than a son. When
she is married, she must have not only an adequate trousseau but
also a handsome allowance of jewellery in order that she may be
able to hold up her head in her husband’s house and maintain hey
father's izzat3 It is true that money must also be spent upon a
son's marriage, but ‘ on the work of men there is great blessing,
and from it comes great produce. With a danghter, expenditure
never ceases. Whenever she pays a visit to her parents, she and
her children have to be given a present of clothes, In the centra]
Punjab this must also be done when she stays with a brother,
and it does not always meke a sister's visit more acceptable. In
many families she must have her first child at her mother's house,
and this is another source of oxpense.

The difference made between boy and girl is particularly
marked at birth. The midwife receives a rupee for & boy, but only
8 annas for a girl, and somotimes nothing at all. In the south-east
the birth of a boy is announced by the bealing of a brass dish,
and the birth of a girl by beating a common iron girdle (fawi)s
In the wesl only the women congraiulate, and of the north we
read in Trousers of Taffeta, which contains a remarkable study
of purdah life :—* If it had been a boy that was born Lo Bilkis at
the time of the feast two other lambs were to have been sacrificed |
in thanksgiving. But it was a daughter. . . The noseless
servant said that the Raja swore when he heard it was a ghl,
But the Rani said that in his heart he was very happy about it,
For a man, she explained, is always happy . . . ifevena calf
isborn in hishouse.” This puis the position well : a gir] is welcome,
but a boy is the subject of pride and rejoicing. ‘ Feed son and bul-
lock well: both are breadwinners’ is a Punjab saying, and, in
most households, though perhaps not in Sikh,? a boy is a little
more indulged than a girl. His dress will be a trifle better than his
sister’s, and if there is not enough milk or butter for both, she has

t Pagsant, 50.

2 Paygi ghar ka indhon.

3 Cf. p. 226.

4 p, 256.

S In a village in Malwa (Central India) I was told last year that a winnow-
ing bagket is siruck,

6 Margaret Wilson, Trousers of Taffeta (1029), 145: compare also the
curlons example of inequelity given on p. 14g.

p. 112,
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to go without. The soldier’s view, given me in the north, is that
his son must be strong in case he wants to go into the army, and
mutatis mutandis a ploughman must feel the same, Even in
England boys were more considered than girls until woman became
a brgadwinner too; while amongst the Jews, to whom both
Englishman and Muslim owe so much, boys in orthodox families
are still tanght to thank God that they are not gitls Actually
woman'’s position under Islamic law is high, higher in some respects
than that enjoyed by the women of any Christian country till
recent times,? but her rights, especially in regard to land, have been
serionsly curtailed by village custom, which in the Punjab has
legal force.

In one bad respect hoy and girl are treated exactly alike.
Amongst mothers * only one or half a one’ {to quote a correspondent)
Tratning gives her children any house-training at all, and it

is not until they are of an age to observe others
that they learn the rudiments of self-control? A twice or thrice
folded cloth is placed under a babe at night and stains are washed
away in the morning, but the cloth will not be changed for 10 or
15 days. It is an advantage of edncation that a woman who has
been to school may change it every 2 or 3 days, but it is only the
well educated townswoman who will have a supply of napkins,
and indeed they are hardly compatible with the figures given on
p. 268. The difference that early training mekes in after life is
so great that an Indian lady once remarked to the writer: ‘ You
cannot live with a person for seven days without discovering
whether be was trained or not as a child.’

The first six or seven years, boys and girls all run wild in the
village, the boys until they are old enough to help with the cattle

. or go to school, the girls until they can look after a
Religons  gyunger child or lend 2 hand with the household
teaching .

tasks, The first of these is to wash the vessels.
Then come lessons in kneading and cooking, and, amongst those
who are still semi-nomad, picking the lice ont of the mother’s
hair4 and at ¢ or Io a girl learns to spin and sew. The last and
hardest task, corresponding with ploughing for a boy, is grinding.
This may begin at 10 or 1T, but the full task is not done until 16

1 The prayer, which occurs in the orthodox Jewish prayer book, runs ;
* Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, who hast not
made me 2 woman' Since 1842 these words have been omitted by the
*Reform ' Synagogue n London. Now they are also omitted by the Liberal
Synagogue there {informatlon kindly supplied by a Jewish friend}.

2 Hauswirth, op. cit., 67.

3 Cf. pp. 70, 188,

4 p. 229,
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or 175 Of systematic religious leaching lhere is almost none,
Amongsi Hindus, knowledge of one's dharm or duly to God passes
‘from breast to breast’, mainly through the medium of storieg
told at the witching hour of bedtime. Muslim motliers teach their
danghters the customary forms of prayer, and occasionally, where
1he village mullah is Lrusted, send them to the mosque to be taught
the Koran along with the boys. A few mothers teach them thig
themselves,? but a Rajput tells me that high-born Rajput matrong
think it derogatory to do what they regard as the mullah’s wogk,
All that is learnt at the mosque is {o read the Koran in Arabic,
and, though a few doubt it, most believe this to be helpful 3 yet
how much more helpful it would be, if the mullah could expound,
as well as read the scriptures. Of the importance of this I wrote
on both my tours,* and all I need add is that, however little fully
educated men may need the assislance of organized religion, the
experience of peasant Europe suggests that the children of the
uneducated require it as much as daily bread ; bul it must be the
religion of the spirit as well as of the letter,
Every sensible mother {akes pains in {eaching her daughter
ibe household tasks, lesl her ignorance bring shame upon her
in ihe mother-inaw’s house, Serious education,
P&“Ehgnr-ln- however, does nol begin until this is eniered, The
jan and mother-change then is as greal as when with us a girl goes
to her boarding school; and not very unlike, with
{he mother-in-law in ihe role of hoadmistress. Till then the girl
has been free of the village and an objeet of indulgence and affection,
But in her husband’s home she finds herself at first almost an
alien ; her liberty restricted, even though there may be no purdah ;
her spirit repressed, and her whole life and being at the beck and call
of critical elders. Even if the atmosphere is friendly, as no doubt
it ofien is, it must still be completely strange ; and, cut off from
every former tie and every familiar sight and sound, a young
sensitive creature may well feel the despair of uiler loneliness.
If, on the other hand, the atmosphere is unsympathetic, as must
frequently happen in a country where marriage often follows a
hard driven bargain, a young bride of 12 or 13 may wilt like a
transplanted and unwatered flower. The authoress of Purdah,
who writes with a peculiar knowledge of Hindu housebolds, describes
how often ‘ the first weeks and months ’ of married life are passed
“in passionate homesickness, an intense feeling of forlornness,
bewildered shyness, and agonizing self-consciousness. Ail whe

* See p, 227. 4 Ibid., 338-40 and p. 119 supra.
3 Cf, Rusticus, 210. 3 Haua'wirth, op. cit., 105.
3 See p. 6o.
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have been unhappy at school will realize what torture this must
mean. And the feelings are of all time. Nearly 1,600 years ago,
in north Africa, St. Augustine's mother, who was married very
young, suffered from them. Her mother-in-law was unsympathetic,
if not hostile, but gradually yielded to her daughter-in-law’s * per-
severing endurance and meekness’ and in the end made her son
chastise those who had misled her by their ¢ whisperings '.*

Where people of both sexes and of all ages live together in a
common hive, there must be a ruler, and in the east, till recently,
The toit rulers were always despotic. ‘They all do as I
hm.fy systom D10 them,” said a Hissar zaildar who was the head of 2

household of forty persons, only six of whom were
servants, And a soldier of the north, speaking of his father’s
house, said : * Every morning we rose as at the sound of the bugle.’
Living in a large group, says the authoress of Purdah, * involves
enormous self-discipline on the part of all younger men; whatever
their personal dislikes, or particular interests may be, they must
bs . . . made subservient to the general interests of the entire
family.”* If this is so with the young men, it is doubly so with the
girls. © In the joint family, the mother, or in her absence the
wife of the oldest male merber, holds the post of honour, . .
Even grown sons will rarely go against her will or express wish in
any matter, . . . and for a little daughter-in-law to defy
her is almost unthinkable? It is as with a novice entering a
convent : her will must be utterly subdued. This despotic atmo-
sphere, whether benevolent ar the reverse, has profoundly affected
the relationship of husband and wife and made any real companion-
ship between them impossible. To quote Purdak again, *the
child wife never opens her mouth save to answer a direct question,
and then twists in discomfort if it has to be more than a mere yes
or no, In the morning she is the first to rise and, having taken
the dust of her husband's feet,* awaits the bidding of her elders.
If during the day she is sitting with others and her husband's
footstep is heard outside, she must at once retire and would be
* sharply reprimanded if she lingered for a momentS She is
expected to cook his food but may not serve it : that is the mother-
in-law's prerogative, and one jealously guarded. Harshest rule
of all, she may not converse with her husband before an elder, and

t Confassions, b, ix, 20 {trs. Pusey).

2 Op, cit., 99.

s Ibid, 101, i o

+ Not all do this, e.g. the Jats in Hissar. Custom, too, varies in different
parts of India, I understand, for example, that it 18 commoner in Bengal
than Madras.

5 1bid,, 105.
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in the close-quarter life of a large houschold there is nearly always
an elder present.

Such, broadly, is the position under the Hindu joint family
gystem, and its rules and principles influence most villags houge-
halds in the eastern Punjab, as the following account, which I
owe to a Muslim in the south east, suggests,  When a hride first
visils her husband’s home, everybody shows affection {o her and she
is treated as a guest. Her mother-in-law does not speak iil of her,
and ber father-in-law tells everyone to treal her gently and give
her only Light work,’ After about a month she reiums to her
parents and sings the praises of her new home. But on her next
visil she finds everyone, except her husband, a litlle changed—
the mother-in-law less affectionaté and more critical, the father-in-
law indifferent, and the children inclined to tell tales against her,
There is also more work to do, bul her husband’s love continues
unabated, ‘and she bears all criticism, indifference, and coldness
silently until she geis an opporiunity of talking with him,’ Once
more, afier two months or so, she returns 1o her parents, and this
time she is much less inclined to leave them, and when someone
comes from her mother-inlaw to escori her Dback, one excuse
after another is made to put off the cvil day. Bul go at last she
must, and then begins the most trying time of her life. The
mother-in-law now begins to nag at her, for not doing tlis or not
knowing that, for cating too much or doing oo little; {he father-
in-Jaw abuses her parenis, the clildren teaze her, and lo please
his mother her husband may even beat her. After this, visits to
ber old home have all the glamour that holidays bave 1o a home-
sick English girl at a boarding school, Once more she is peited
and indulged and free to do what she likes, a sign of which in the
south east is the return to the comfortable pyjamas of maidenhood
in place of the heavy full-skirted ghaggra of wedlock. If she
becomes a mother her position improves, but if she remains child-
less, she is eyed superciliously by her elders and there will he
whispers of a second marriage ; and to the young childless wife
this is a secret terror®

It can be understood that in the atmosphere just described
a young wife is rarely al ease when her husband is present, and when

he comes in from bis work, even a wife who has been
E“:b“d d  married for years cannot rest until she has ministered
to all his wants. ‘There is great anxiety,’ said
the woman of Sialkot, ‘ and our breath remains dry until the mid-
day meal is taken out to the felds’ And they added: ‘We

! Ct. Margaret Wilson, op. cit.,, 160.
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may not eat till they have caten—never: we must always wait.”
This is the general Indian rule, and even a sweeper or a chamar
would consider it a sin to eat first, Husband and wife, therefore,
never eat together, not even in the west, where men and women
often meet as equals.® I heard of a soldier couple in Jhelum who
did it, but the village laughed and said— they are making them-
selves Nawabs.’ I hear, too, of soldier couples in the south east
who do it secretly ; but it was a soldier of the north who assured
me {erronecusly) that the Koran forbade man and wife eating
together, * because woman is weak and has less religions faith
{iman) than a man and might make him weak if he ate with her.’
In village India, cusloms are of such anliquity that what starts
as v0% populi tends sooner or later to become vox dei.  If a wife
is free from other duties and has a house of her own, with no
mother-in-law about, she may sit with her husband while he eats ;
but, if she does this, it is probably 1o keep off the files, and more
often she is too busy serving him or feeding the children, Itisonly
when both husband and children ave satisfied that she can eat
herself, and she must then be content with whatever scraps remain,
and if unexpected guests come in, there may be not even this3
In other ways her inferiority is marked. She must not sit on a
charpoy* if her husband is sitting on the floor, and if he is sitting
on a charpoy, she will rarely be seen sharing it with him. In
village life, women is certainly much above the level of chattel or
beast, though in treatment there are points of resemblance, but
her position is definitely subordinate.

Yet, in spite of this, woman rules the home. Speaking of the
Hindu woman, Mr, Sarda, father of the Sarda Act,’ says: ‘ The
influence she exercises in domestic matters is almost
supreme.,’§ And that this has long been so is shown
by the following tale, One afterncon Jehangir was
wondering sombrely whether everyone was as completely ruled by
his wife as he was himself, To find out, he summoned his Wazir
and ordered him to visit 100 houses with 100 brown horses and one
white and enquire from each busband who was master there.
If he said, his wife, he was to be presented with a brown horse,
but if he said, himself, he was to be given the white. When the

1

1 ?n Hisn'nwu,u, when a bride is brought home, husband and wife eat

together while they are entertaining their relatives. .
3 Purdah, 105 ; for northern India, ses Ledy Wilson, Leflars from Indis,

4 String bad used as much for both sitting and lying, sesillustration p. 229,
5 See pp. 187, 208,
6 Presidentia? Address, Indian Natlonal Social Conference, Lahore (192g),
10,

Woman's
power

105
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Wazir reached the hundredth house, he still had the white horse
with him, and one brown. The man who lived there on being
questioned said at once—' I am masler.’ Hearing this, the Wazir
gave him the while horse. Now the brown horse was the beiter
of the iwo, and this had been noticed in the zenana, whence came
an imperative voice—* Take the brown horse.” ‘ Please, may I have
the brown horse?’ said the man, In the village it is ever said that
woman rules, and the reason given is, she has so many more ways
than a man of making herself disagreeable. She can bring him
his mid-day meal late with the excuse, plausible enough when his
fields are scattered round the village,” that she could not find him;
she can spoil his food in the cooking, put in too much. salt or none
at all; when he returns weary with heat and toil, she can slap a
child and make it cry at the very moment that he longs to smoke
his hugqa in peace ; and at anytime she can rajse a noisy quarrel
with a neighbour. Worst of all perhaps, for one who regards his
izzat, if an unexpected guest appears, she can pretend there is
nothing in the house fit Lo st before him. ' O Sirs)’ said one who
knew women’s power, ‘ how can it be but women should be strong,
seeing they do thus? * It is even said that il is the women who
determine iheir hushand’s votes, and that if a married daughter
goes to her father and asks him 1o vote for so and so, stressing
the distance she has come from her husband's home io make

the request, ‘no power on earth will persuade him to vote
differently.’

Parr II
CHANGE

EnoucH has perhaps been said to give the reader some idea,
however superficial, of woman’s customary position in a village
home, and we must now consider what signs there are of change.
It is commonly siated that in the days of the Vedas the Hindu
woman was as free as she is now in subjection, and that the change
was due to obscurantist Brahminical lawgivers3 However this
may be, the contrary process is certainly teking place today,
and if the manner of her subjection is lost in the mists of time,
her gradual emancipation can at least be watched and recorded.

* Cf. p. 203
% Esdras v, 32.
3 See, for example, Hauewirth, op. cit., ch, 3 and p. 62.
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What follows is, s0 far as the writer knows, the first attempt to do
this for the Punjab village,

Such change as has occurred is most marked in the canal
colonies and the ceniral Punjab, but its extent in any area will,
Dress broadly, be in propartion to the amount of education

there and the rise in the standard of living. The
Sikh Jatni of the Nili B4r colony thought that the chief change of
the last thirty years was an improvement in food,” and this agrees
with what I have said elsewhere? An analogous change reported
from various districts is an improvement in dress, which is shown
by a greater demand for silks, especially the cheap silks of Japan.
This i3 marked in Rawalpindi, a district greatly enriched by the
army. Ten or fifteen years ago its women used to clothe themselves
in voluminous trousers (salwds) of thick homespun cloth—zo0 yards
to a pair,— and now they use 5 yards of fine mill-made cloth instead.
Sleeves, once worn to the wrist to conceal the whole arm, now stop
at the elbow, and here and there even high heels are finding their
way into the village, The words ' fashion ' and ‘suit’ are passing
into the feminine vocabulary, and the more fashionable like shirt,
trousers, and scarf (dopaiia) to be hll of the same colour. At
marriage only one or two silk garments used to be included in the
trousseau, but now there must be silks to wear every day. How
different from the thrifty hard-bitten Jatni of Rohtak who, holding
out her old homespun shawl, said—* these are my silks” In most
districts simple tastes still prevail, and a Rajput officiel who lives
in Sialkot tells me that this is one reason Why his wife prefers the
town to the village. In the village it is still bad form to wear
bright raiment, and a dress with any sparlde in it puts the wearer
almost on a level with the disreputable nautch girl, But where
. a village has come under the influence of the town, fashion sets
respectable ladies wearing clothes once confined to prostitutes,
So is it with cosmetics in the west. How deeply conservative the
village is in matters of dress, and yet how susceptible to change,
is shown by the experience of another official, who told me that in
1918 when he was reading for his B.A. he bought a pair of ordinary
black slippers. When he appeared in them in his village, he was
called to account by the elders. Such shoes’, he was told, ‘are
worn only by those of ill repute.’ Five years later he found one
of his critics wearing a pair himself. 'They are very comfort-
able’, he said, apologetically. Comfort is the key to most of the
changes of the age,

t p. 227
* See Pasasant, chapter Wil
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There is one part of the Punjab where woman has no comfort
at all. In the south-east her life is one of almost unmitigated
drudgery. The Rolilak Jal's account of his wife's
Field-wrork doily task is typical. ‘She rises at four and grinds
foropeor twohours. . . . Alterihe grinding she heats the water
for the bath, milks the buffaloes, cleans the house and prepares
the morning meal. At different times during the day she spins,
draws the water from the well, and brings it in on her head,’ In
addition she does most kinds of field wark and after cooking and
serving the evening meal, and putting the children to bed, she goes
to bed herself at ten for a six-hour night. What makes this
account so significant is that it is of the wife of an official, and not
all the usual tasks are done. For instance, a sweeperess is employed
1o clean the byres and make the dung-cakes. Till ten years ago his
wife did this too and only gave it up because, as the Jat said, ¢ we
were educated and said it was not good.” The education of men is
women’s best ally, and the army is a help too. ‘Since the war
we have been trying to give them less to do,’ said the soldiers of
Beri, and they added: ‘ Some give the work of manure to the
swaeperess; and cufting of ihe thorn bushes for fuel and for
hedges has been forbidden by the panchayat.* Even in so stagnant
a district as Gurgaon less field work bagins to be done, But in the
province as a whole there is no great change, and north of the
Beas, where much. less is expected of women,3 there is little scope
for it. Even this little, however, is somelimes curtailed, and in
Shahpur, in the days of prosperily, certain colony wives would ne
longer fetch the water or take out the midday meal In the south-
east far too much is expected of woman, but thisis to go to the other
extreme, and though a leisured way of lile may be possible for those
with large acres, the experience of peasant Europe shows that on
small holdings man and wife must work side by side, if they are to
maintain anything approaching a modern standard of living,
Within the house the change is more marked, and it is mafnly
due to the rise in the standard of living and to the appearance of
the machine in the village; and in lesser degree to the
influence of education and the town, In countless
houses, the hiccuping oil engine has silenced the murmur of the
grindstones at dawn, and in many the lure of mill-made fabrics
has led to the spinning-wheel being half put aside’ It is a blessing

1 p. 1878, Cf. Ruskious, 103.
2 p. 185,

Housework

4 p. 20,
¥ Where cotton is not grown and it has to be bought, e.g, in Mianwali
and the Murree hills, ita high price after the war had the same effect.
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of the slump that the almost universal shortage of cash has brought
both grindstone and spinning-wheel into fuller use. In well-to-
do families there is a tendency on the part of the younger genera-
tion to eschew the severer tasks for the lighter, and some think
that women in general are becoming less capable of hard work.
In the 0ld days, says an experienced Sikh Jat, a woman would be
at work from four to seven days after child-birth, but now she
rests for twenty. If this is so, it is a change for the better. A more
doubtiul innovation is card-playing, which he has come across
amongst more or less educated women in two or three villages.
Here one may clearly discern the influence of the town. The
better side of all this change was noted on my first tour. I then
wrote that in the central Punjab ‘ many women now make not only
the webbing for their beds and durries for their floors, but also such
refinements as tablecloths, pillow cases, and bedspreads.” This
is all to the good provided no essential task is given up and that
articles of daily use have priority over those that can only adorn
some state occasion, nnless it is the beautiful phulkéri? Here
the schools have an important responsibility.*
1 come now to a much more important change than any yet
mentioned, and one that is likely to have far-reaching consequences.
The mother-in-law is no longer secure on her throne,
ﬁ:‘ﬁ;’-’m and, as with other ancient autocracies in the last
mother-in-law [WeNty years, her authority is challenged. The two
props of her despotism are the joint family system
and child marriage, and they are held together by the absclutism
of the east. Western influence is now modifying all three. Large
joint families are becoming a thing of the past,? the age of marriage
is perceptibly rising* and respect for authority is everywhere
declining. With smaller families and older brides, there is no longer
the same need for a ruler whose word is law, nor for 2 mistress to
guide and instruct. And if, as may well happen, the bride is
educated and the mother-in-law is not, she may feel more disposed
to give than to receive instruction, and she will certainly not be
willing to yield her mother-in-law the tnquestioning obedience of
the past. In the old days, and not such very old days either, she
would not sit on a charpay in her presence and, if she ventul_'ed to
open her mouth before her, it would be only to ask a question or
acquiesce in what was said. But nowadays she will argue and
even criticize and, as an old Subedar Major of the north observed,

I Rusticus, 176.
3 Cf. p. 109 and ibid., 222,
3 Cf, ibid,, 12,
4 Cf, ibid,, 343
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* ghe takes her mother-indaw by the ears, and her husband looks
on and says nothing.’ The change naturally produces tension,
and a correspondeni writes that therc are very fow hushands
‘ who manage things so clficiently that there is no strain.’

The best way of easing or avoiding this strain, without breaking
entirely with tradition, is for a young married couple 1o have their
own apartments with a separate kitchen bul to conlinue sharing
the courtyard of the house and the family life. This gives the
daughter-in-law some measure of independence and privacy, yet
does not prevent her helping in the common tasks of the household,
In families with no strong (radition, education may lead to an
altogether separate establishment, but in the hive-like village of the
Punjab it is easier to arrange for a separaie cell than a separate
house. In most families the old joint arrangements continue,
but all my informants agree that the daughter-inlaw is more
regarded than she was, She is better clothed and fed—this is
doubtless due to the rise in the staudard of living—and when
newly wed is often indulgently trealed” Infamily maiters, oo, she
begins to be consulted. In one form or another this change is
discernible throughoul the province, except in Gurgaon and the
extreme south west, and it is cerlainly a change for the better,
At the same time, it is only fair {0 say that the old rigorous system,
with its unceasing insistence wupon duty and complete subjection
of the individual will lo the interests of the [amily, developed
in a high degree qualities ihat the world will always need—endur-
ance, patience, loyally, affection and a selfless devotion, Modern
educationists will be taxed lo the ultermost lo pul anything as
good in their place. Actnally their object should be 1o fuse the new
with the old, and no one who has the privilege of acquainiance with
educated Indian ladies of ithe best type will doubt that this is
possible,

Deriving from the same causes as the change just described
and in part arising from it, a new relationship is springing up

between husband and wife. In Hindu households,
‘nﬁ‘;:b“‘l 3 child marriage and the joint family system have

combined to make lhe tie between mother and
son supreme in domestic life, and its corollary is the complete
subjection of the daughter to the mother-in-law, of the wife to the
husbend. At present woman plays her part as mother, housewife,
or drudge, or as an amalgam of all three, and for a few uncertain
years she may also be regarded as desirable. As mother, she may
be put on a pedestal by her son, but before she can reach this

* Cf p. 227 and Rustious, 193,
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state of grace, she must undergo a long novitiate as servant, house-
wife, and farm-hand, and in this stage she is neither regarded nor
treated as an equal; and in the south east she has to work so
hard that she may never cease to be a drudge. Where, too,
she is bought and sold, she passes for little more than an expensive
chattel or high-priced investment, Thus the village woman)
in regard to man, plays every part from queen to slave, but rarely
that of comrade and companion. Now, however, there are signs
that thisis the role she fs destined to play in the village of the future.
If so, it will be the profoundest change of all. Family life will
no longer revolve round mother and son, master and servant,
but round husband and wife, companion and helpmate, bound
fogether by different tasks but equal ties,
Two heads in councll, two beside the hearth,
Two it the tangled business of the world.®

While empbasizing the importance of the change, we must
be careful not to exaggerate its extent. Amongst the intelligentsia
Wits-boating  Of the town, who are quick to respond to the influence

of European ideas, it has already gone far, but in

most villages it does not go beyond wives being treated a little more
considerately than before. Even this, however, has produced one
significan{ change. To quote a correspondent: ‘ Wife is not so
ruthlessly handled as before! By this he meant that beating
had gone out of fashion. A decade or two ago it was common
throughout the province, and a Mianwali Pathan says that in his'
part of the world almost everyone used to beat their wives!
accasionally with whatever came handy, from a shoe to a pestle. !
But this was not necessarily a sign of bad understanding;’
generally only of anger and quick temper. Things ate not very
different in Russia, As I write, I read of a peasant woman whe was
afraid that her son-in-law did not love her daughter because he
never beat her. ‘I could not live,’ she said, ‘' if my man did not
beat me,” In India, beating has the sanction of so august a
lawgiver as Manu, He allowed a husband 'to strike his wife
with a cord or a bamboo cane,’ but stipulated ‘ that she is not to be
struck ** on any noble part * . A contemporary, however, thought
otherwise and said: ' Strike not your wife even with a flower.3
Hitherto the village has followed Manu rather than the contempor-
ary, but thanks to the humaner influences of the time it Jooks as
if the contemporary would win in the end. ‘ Stick and shoe stand
buried,’ wrises a Sikh, and a Subedar Major, met in the Nili Bér,

1 Tennysen, The Princess.

2 Ella Winter, Red Virdue (1933), 90.

3 Hauswirth, op. cit, 33, 37, 275- 08
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remarked wilh a smile: ‘Now il anything it i the other way.
Everywhere thero seems to be much less beating than before, and
in most parts it is confined {o the few. Yel, that there is still
room for improvement is shown by the poignant remark of g
Shahpur landowner: ‘Now it is only the childless wife who is
beaten.’

Childlessness is mora dreaded by woman than anything else,
The story of Hannah and her ‘ bitlerness of soul * and of the rival
Polygamy wife who ‘made her fret because the Lord had

shut up her womb "™ might almost be an Indian tale.
One reason for the dread is the secret terror of which I have spoken,
that a husband mey take a second wife.? Amongst Hindus, this
is rarely done unless the first wife is childless, and amongst Hindu
Jats there may be the further reason that a brother or near relative
has left a widow whom it is a duty to wed. Amongst Muslims,
polygamy is more frequent, but it is only in much evidence in
landlord tracts, where standards do not usually err on the
side of austerity, In the Punjab as a whole it could not be promin-
ent, since it is a province of small proprictors and the small pro-
prietor can rarely either accommodate or support o second wife.
The new light, too, is against il, and amongst educaled men the
practice is regarded with increasing distaste, and by some as
‘ positively harmful’3 Moreover, however compatible it may be
with the view that woman is primarily a mother, servant, or
drudge, it is gnite incompaiible with ihe view that she is man’s
companion and equal.

In the village, woman is still far from being regarded as an
equal, but her stock is rising and amongst the more educated it

has risen almost to par. The Sikhs lead in this!
BqultY  gnd what a middle-aged Sikh told me on my tour
is worth recalling in this connexion. In accordance with old
custom, his wife always touches his feet when he returns from work
but his daughter-inlaw, who is educated, does not touch her
husband’s fest. And there is the same subtle change in the genera-
tions in regard to meals. His mother would never eat before her
husband, however long she might have to wait; his wile waits
too, but not indefinitely ; while his daughter-inJaw will not wait
atall. A Hindu Rajput of the eastern Punjab, whose tradition
in regard to women is represented by the ‘ four-walled purdah’,
says that a wife is now heard in all family matters and, when she

I 1 Samud i, 6, 10,
2 ISA 286.
3

: ;uda., op. elt,, 10, Cf. Rusticus, 209 and Punjab Census Rpt. (1931), 177
p. 1L
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acts, can count more upon her husband's support: in food and
Gress she is no longer treated as an inferior, and her health and well-
b_emg are more cared for. From the hills of the north comes
similar testimony. One of the finest old veterans in the province,
a Musﬁm of Rajput stock, who can look back aver seventy years,
said to me in xg32 * ‘ Man and wife (Mian and Bibs), each honours
the other more than when I was young : they take counsel together,
and woman is no longer looked down upon.” In the west too, there
is change, though woman there is far freer than in the east? A
Pathan from the banks of the Indus told me on my tour that in
Mianwali a man is no longer called zanmuresi—woman's disciple—
if he obliges his wife. And even in Gurgaon, where change is least
perceptible, * young men of the new light now dare to talk with their
wives in the daytime when others are present.’

To guard against over-statement, I should perhaps add that a
Hindu B.A. told me that, though his wife has been through the
Intsatioids high school, he does not consult her aften, 'I

have not excessive confidence in her understanding,’
he explained, He admitted, however, that he left all domestic
concerns to her, but only to save himself trouble. The Hindu
Rajput mentioned above stated, in further proof that woman’s
position had improved, that female infanticide, to which Hindu
Rajputs and Sikh Jats were once greatly addicted, was no longer
practised by them.3 And the HMindu B.A., an Arora, gave me a
concrete imstance of a similar change in his own family. His
grandmother had four sons and thirteen daughters, but allowed
only one of the thirteen to survive birth: the others were given
an overdose of opium. His mother got rid of one of her two daugh-
ters in the same way, but her husband compelled her to do penance
for two years. This kind of thing is now unheard of in his part
of the province (in almost any part, indeed) and he himself loves
his daughters best, The case illustrates a momentous turning point
in the emancipation of women.

An unmistakable sign that wives are beginning to be treated
move as companions than servants is the growing habit amongst

village-bred officials of taking their wives about
Oomradeshlp  vouh” them instead of leaving them at home. *If
my wife were educated,’ said the Robtak Jat, 'she would insist
on living with ms, and it would be much better.* A Pathan of the

1 ] give the date here and elsewhere, since in tracing soctal changes
dates are sometimes of importance,

# Rusticus, 3434, 352

3 Cf, p. 242.

4 p, 188.
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central Punjab {ells me that he was the first in his village {6 take
his wife about with him, and he was soundly rated by his uacle
for doing so. Vel now his uncle (as in the case of the black slippers)
does the same himself. Sharing each other’s fortunes in this way,
hushend and wife become uniled in a new inlimacy, and this
naturally leads the husband o consult his wife more freely aboyt
their common affairs. Now almosl everywhere—Gurgaon is an
exception—the wife is in general control of the iniernal economy
of the house and of the grain supplies set aside for family consump.
tion, and she may even have a say in the disposal of what is sold,
She does not do the shopping in the bazaar, unless she belongs to one
of the humbler castes or lives in the west, but the recurring pur-
chases of food and clothes are done at her bidding, and everywhere,
it would seem, the sale of ghi is her concern and perquisite. Whers
too cotton is grown, she arranges for ils picking, and some think
that the spread of cotton cultivation has helped to give her a more
responsible position. In all matlers of social ceremonial, whether
it is a betrothal, a marriage, or a circumcision, she is consulted
as to who shonld be invited and what presents given, A Better
Living Sociely has litle chance of success if il does not enlist the
sympathics of {he members’ wives. Elsewhere I have related how
Sikh women would not agree to a smaller allowance of jewellery
unless their bibulous husbands consented to a smaller allowance
of drink? In short, as a correspondent [rom the norlh puts it,
the wife is now ‘ manager, cashier, and disbursing officer ' of the
home.

The housewife is scen at her besl in the north—in the district
of Rawalpindi. The holdings there tend {o be as small as any
The frugal  in the province; yel the people have achieved
housewite a definite standard of living? For this soldiering is
largely responsible, but in most cases—there are exceptions’—
it would not suffice without the cxercise of the greatest prudence
and frugality on the part of the housewife. One who knows
both areas well says that where the wife of the Shahpur colonist
spends 200 rupees, the Rawalpindi housewife spends only 1004
She watches over her husband’s expenditure and does not let him
touch the grain once it comes into the house; she knows exactly
how mouch is required to feed her household and measures out the
flour accordingly, She makes her own clothes and prolongs their

* Peasant, 253-4.
3 See ibid,, 78.
$ p. 280,

4 Ci. p. 19,



MARRIAGE BY ARRANGEMENT 297

life by mending them at once and washing them before they get
too dx'rty.. To prevent waste, she cooks for her guests instead
of calling in barber or bard,” as many do elsewhere. And for the
same reason her chapatis are smaller than usual. 1 know of & family
in the Murree hills which owns 3,000 acres yet makes all its clothes
except, as the head of it said, ‘one two coats’ kept for visiting
“officers*, Far fewer would be poor if they were willing to make
the necessary effort to escape from poverty.

Marriage assumes a new importance when based upon com-
panionship. We have seen that polygamy is fundamentally
Marrisga b incompatible with this relationship, and if there is
amangomens £ be only one wife, she must be chosen with care.

This is dowbly necessary if she is to accompany
him everywhere and be his comrade. In the village, amongst
the young, such a thing as a love match is unknown, Mariages
are invariably arranged by the parents—what else is possible with
child marriage? and the go-between is usually the barber. A
tiny sign of the times is that some parents now take the matter
in hand themselves,? and as the age of marriage advances from
childhood to adolescence, bride and bridegroom are not quite
as docile as they were, According to strict custom, they may not
see each other until the day of their wedding, and even highly
educated townsmen, married since the war, have told me that they
saw their wives for the first time on their wedding day. The rule
is gtill almost universally applied in the village, but young men are
beginning to question it, and one hears of stolen glimpses or even
furtive meetings. One young official of 22 told me in 1932 that,
despite the obstacles of purdah, he had managed to see his betrothed
twice. He was unusual in another respect ; he had decided not to
marry until in a position to support his wife. This is a novel
attitnde, and if the peasant could be induced to adopt it, it would
mean an economic change of the first importance. There is more
hape of this in the Muslim north and west, where men often do not
marry #ll 18 or 20, than in the east and south east, where the
Hindu tradition of early marriage still persists, The Hindu point
of view was put to me expressively by my B.A, friend of page 205,
who said: ‘Somehow or other, I do not know how, it is dinned
into our heads and gets into our blood that we must all marry ;
olherwise there would be shame in this life and hell in the next.
The removal of so grave a risk brooks no delay.

I The Mirasi cooks as well as singa.
3 Cf. p. 263.
3 Cf. p. 281,



208 TIE VILLAGE WOMAN

Tnglishmen must naturally not judge the age of matriage in
India by their own customs, which are more suited to urban than
1o rural conditions, lo a cold than to a warm climate,
m ;f;e"f To the peasant a wife is more essential than to 3
factory hand,’ and in a warm country bud and blossom
come earlier than in a cold. In southern Europe, which has a
hot sun, the age of marriage for girls is below rather than above 20,
and not so long ago it approximated 1o Indian condilions if we Tay
judge by Juliet, who at the age of 13 was told to ‘ think of marriage’,
for * younger than you, ladies of esteem, are made already mothers.”
But those were days when little education in letlers was considered
necessary for girls. Now that a certain number go beyond the
primary school, and some even to college, marriage is often deferred
by the educated, and uneducated relatives and neighbours are
influenced by their example. I have spoken elsewhere of a
‘{endency to defer the consummation of marriage till well after
the age of puberty has been reached,” and in this respect much
more is to be hoped from education than from the Sarda Act, which
mekes marriage illegal for a girl under 14.4 This Act was inspired
by the highest motives and directed to a real evil, but so far it does
little more than illustrate the futility of legislation unsupported
by public opinion. In the Punjah village it counts for almost
nothing against custom, and in ihe town suvme think it more an
instrument of persecution than reform.

Secing how much more cffective cducation is likely Lo be than
legislation, it is malter for deep regret Lhat notl 2 per conl of the
Education fernales of the province (5 years zmgl over) are literate.$

Even in 1933 the number of girls al school was
hardly more than 2 por cent of the female population as against
8 per cent for boys. Although the education of a girl is likely to
affect her children as well as herself,S there is only one girl {o every
five boys at school, and such progress as takes place ‘is mainly
confined to urban areas’’ Yet I cannot doubt, after my last tour
and my enquiries since, that there is now some desire in the village,
particularly in the colonies, that girls should at least be taught
to read and write, and it is an enconraging sign that, whereas the

1 Cf. the remark made by a Russian peasani woman i Red Bread, 155
' Peasants have to marry young to have cﬁﬂdren and gel on 1 the world.'
2 Act. I, Scene ui, 69-71.
3 Peasand, 273.
4 Bee p. 187,
51 05 Pungab Census Rpt,, 1931: the corresponding percentage for males
5 Cf, Rustous, 122,

7 Pb. Educ. Rpt. (1932-3), 8, 13.
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number of boys at school has fallen in consequence of the slump,
f:he number of gitls has increased’ With the Sikhs, education
is mainly a matter of schools and teachers, and many amongst
them, as Moga shows,* are not content with primary education.
A Sikh friend tells me that he recently enquired into the circum-
stances of ten families of middle standing and found that every
girl of school-going age was at school—amongst them one who
was nursing an infant. He also mentioned the case of a Jat Sikh,
whase three daughters have all taken their degree, and ome her
M.A, and yet he owns no more than 40 acres, In the field of
female education, the Muslims unfortunately lag behind, Yet
it was in the Muslim Salt Range {hat 50 girls followed the zaildar's
daughter to school when a school was opened in their village,3
and I believe that this would happen in many other places if schools
were opened and men of influence led the way.

The slow ratc of progress in female education is officially
ascribed ‘to the paucity of quelified teachers' and to ‘the in-
Obstaal, difference of district boards’. With a few exceptions

the latter, with middle-aged outlook, regard educa-
tion ' as only a means of earning a living ’ and ‘ concentrate their
resources on the education of the boys'.4 This may be in keeping
with the traditional view that son and bullock should be well fed,
but it entirely overlooks the crying need of the Indian village for
more educated women as teachers, doctors, health-workers, and
co-operators ; also the fact that it is becoming increasingly diffi-
cult for an uneducated girl to secure an educated husband. But
in judging the progress of female education, it must not be for-
gotten that ten years ago objection to it was rooted and widespread,
and that what is possible now was not possible then.S Nor can 2
sudden demand be satisfied at once. The fmancial stringency
is a serious obstacle to the provision of funds, teachers have to be
trained, and well trained too if precious money is not to be wasted,
and suitable village women must be found for the purpose, Most
of the available teachers are of urban origin, and in nine cases ont
of ten it is nseless to send a town-bred to live and work in the village :
she will be homesick, her heart will not be in her work, her teaching
will have an urban bias, and she will be regarded as an alien.
Even if a sufficient number of qualified village teachers could be
found, there remains the jmmense difficulty of their accommodation

T Thid,, 8. ¢ p, 108, 3p. 57

4 Pb. Edus. Rpt,, 13. Even so progressive a district hoard as that of
Rawalpindi in 1931 spent less than 5 per cent of its expenditure {54 lakhs)
on female education,

3 Cf. p. 32, and Ruskicus, 13-14.
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Englishmen must naturally not judge he age of marviage in
India by their own customs, which are more suited 1o whan than
to rural conditions, to a cold than to a warm climate,
To the peasant a wife is more cssential than to a
factory hand,’ and in a warm covniry bud and blossom
come earlier than in a cold. In southern Europe, which has o
hot sun, the age of marriage for girls is below rather than above 20,
and oot so long ago it approximated to Indian conditions if we may
judge by Juliet, who at the age of 13 was told to * think of marriage’,
for ‘ younger than you, ladies of esteem, are made already mothers.”
But those were days when little education in letters was considered
necessary for girls. Now that a certain number go beyond the
primary school, and some even to college, marriage is often deferred
by the educated, and uneducated relalives and neighbours are
influenced by their example. I have spoken elsewhere of g
‘ tendency to defer the consummation of marriage till well after
the age of puberty has been reached,’ and in this respect much
more is to be hoped from education than from the Sarda Act, which
makes marriage illegal for & girl under 14,* This Act was inspired
by the highest motives and directed to a real evil, but so far it does
little more than illystrate the futility of legislation unsupported
by public opinien. In the Punjab village it counts for almosi
nothing against custom, and in the town some think it more an
instrament of persccution than reform,

Seeing how much more effective oducation is likely to be than
legislation, it is matter for deep regret that not 2 per coni of the
Béucation females of the province (5 years and over) are literate.S

Even in 1933 ibe number of girls ail school was
hardly more than 2 per cent of the {emale papulation as against
8 per cent for boys. Allhough the education of a girl is likely to
affect her children as well as herself,® there is only one girl to every
five boys at school, and such progress as takes place ‘is mainly
confined to urban areas’t Vet I cannot doubt, after my last tour
and my enquiries since, that there is now some desire in the village,
perticularly in the colonies, that girls should at least be taught
to read and write, and it is an encouraging sign that, whereas the

The age of
matriage

t CL, the remark made by a Russian peasant woman in Red Bread, 155 :
‘ Peasants have to marry young to have c%.i.ldren and get on in the world.’
2 Act. I, Scene iil, 6g-71.
3 Poasani, 273.
+ Ses p. 187,
- 05 Punjab Census Rph, 1931 : the corresponding percentage for males
6 CL Rusticus, 122,
7 Pb. Educ, Rft. (19323}, 8, 13
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number of bays at school has fallen in consequence of the slump,
'the number of girls bas increased* With the Sikhs, education
is mainly a matter of schools and teachers, and many amongst
them, as Moga shows,® are not content with primary education.
A Sikh friend tells me that he recently enquired into the circum-
stances of ten families of middle standing and found {hat every
girl of school-going age was at school—amongst them one who
was nursing an infant, He also mentioned the case of a Jat Sikh,
whose three daughters have all taken their degree, and one her
M.A,, and yet he owns no more than 4o acres. In the field of
female education, the Muslims unfortunately lag behind, Yet
it was in the Muslim Salt Range that 50 girls followed the zaildar’s
daughter to school when a school was opened in their village?
and I believe that this would happen in many other places if schools
were opened and men of influence led the way.

The slow rate of progress in female education is officially
ascribed ‘ to the paucity of qualified teachers’ and to ‘the in-
Obstacles difference of district boards’. With a few exceptions

the latter, with middle-aged outlook, regard educa-
tion ‘ as only a means of earning a living ' and ' concentrate their
Tesources on the education of the boys’s This may be in keeping
with the traditional view that son and bullock should be well fed,
but it entirely overlooks the crying need of the Indian village for
more educated women as teachers, doctors, health-workers, and
co-operators; also the fact that it is becoming increasingly diffi-
cult for an uneducated girl to secure an educated husband. But
in judging the progress of female education, it must not be for-
gotten that ten years ago objection to it was rooted and widespread,
and that what is possible now was not possible then.5 Nor can a
sudden demand be satisfied at once. The financial stringency
is a serious obstacle to the provision of funds, teachers have to be
trained, and well trained 100 if precious monsy is not to be wasted,
and suitable village women must be found for the purpose. Most
of the availahle teachers are of urban origin, and in nine cases out
of ten it is useless to send a town-hred to live and workin the village :
she will be homesick, her heart will not be in her work, her teaching
will have an urban bias, and she will be regarded as an alien.
Even if a sufficient number of qualified village teachers could be
found, there remains the immense difficulty of their accommodatioh

t Ihid,, 8. 2 p. 108, 3 p. 57
4 Pb, Educ. Rft., 13. Even so progressive a district board as that of

Rawalpindi in 1931 spent less than 5 per cent of its expenditure (5§ lakhs)
ot female education,

5 Cf. p. 32, and Rusticus, 13-14.
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and protection under conditions which in 1o way allow for women
living alone.

A partial solution of {hese dilficullics, and onc strongly
advocated by Mr. Brayne,! would be a wide cxiension of co-
education; but on my tour 1 found opinion unani-
mously against it after the age of puberty and much
divided about it before then. In Mianwali, o weslern districi,
where in mosi villages there is hardly even the semblance of purdah,
about 2,700 girls are reading with boys or being {aught under the
same roof, but there are few districts where there are even 1,000,3
Broadly il may be stated that the country is not yet ripe for
co-education ; nor in Europe is it every couniry that believes in
it4 At the same time, in a poor country like India with a vast
population to be educated it is eminently desirable in the primary
stage, and I am inclined to think that with persuasion many might
be brought to support it, but only in schools where the staff has
been carefully selected. In the village almost anything is possible
if the right person leads.s

The most polent factor working in favour of education for
women is the growing desire amongst educated men fur educated
Influence of Wives. Before the war this desire was felt by few,
eduecation but with the new view of marriage ihere has come
an imporlant change, for no educated man wanis an uneducated
companion. Nor, if he is really educated, docs he want unirained
children or a dirty house. As our Rohtak Jai says: ‘ An educated
woman will see 1hat clothes are kepl clean and the vossels spotless,
and she will give some Lraining to hex children. This last is badly
needed everywhers, and the caslern districts have also much to
learn i regard to the ordering of ilheir houses, If the western
districts are better off in this respect, the women 1ibere need
education to balance their freedom, the need for education being
always in proportion to liberty. North-west of the Jhelum,
murders are strangely common,’” and in one way or another woman
is at the bottom of most of them. The police are hard put to it
to keep them from increasing, and in my opinion this will continue,

Uo-education

T Ibid., 122.

2 Cf. pp. 32, 69, 119, 195-6, and Rustious, 154, 219. .

3 In the six districts of \the Ambala Division there were only 2,668 in
1933 (Pb, Edus, Rpt,, 13), and in the whole province about 26,000,

4 e.g. France,

$ The Pumjab Education Report for 1932-3 speaks (p. 75) of 'ihe
increasing interest which parents are taking in the education of their
deughters’, and also of girls having to be turned away from school ' for want
of accommodation ’,

6 p. 188s '
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despite the most vigorous measures, until woman is educated.
The humanizing effect of education is unmistakable, It is most
evident in the great decline of wife-beating, and in a minor way
in the falling out of fashion of & certain type of song at wedding and
fair, At a marriage in the north west, men and women used to
sing them in antiphon, but now, if sung at all, it is mostly done by
the men when no women are present ; not that even in the past
there was much to shock the western ear if the few examples given
me are at all typical®
One more effect of education must be mentioned. It isdevelop-
ing a new sense of the value of money. A certain number of women,
Thrish mostly Sikhs, have sold their jewellery and deposited
the proceeds with co-operative societies? A Sikh
Sardar met on my tour told me how he had bought jewellery for
Rs, 1,000 at his marriage and later on, in agreement with his wife,
sold it for Rs. goo. Adding Rs. roo from his savings, he deposited,
Rs. 1,000 in his village bank. ‘When I bought the jewellery,’
he explained, ‘ there was no bank : when the bank came, it tanght
me much,” The number of those who sell their jewellery, except
from necessity, is doubtless small, but many spend far less upon
it at marriage than was once customary, and the process had begun
before the slump. So far as it means a reduction in total expendi-
ture, it is an advantage, but if, as often happens, it leads to more
being spent upon clothes, the advantage is more questionable,
since clothes wear out and jewellery lasts. As such, jewellery
has an cmergency value, and without it the peasant could not
have tided over the lean years of the depression as well as he has,
In the canal-irrigated areas large quantities have been sold for the
payment of Government dues;? and for this the women of the
Punjab deserve the greatest credit, for most of the jewellery belongs
to them, and they have willingly surrendered it to help their
husbands through a great difficulty. The important point, however,
in all this is not so much whether jewellery should be bought or
not, as that the peasantry should learn to spend their money wisely.
This is the greatest and most difficult lesson that Co-operation has
to teach, and it is only in the last few years that it has begun to teach
it to women. In 1933, there were 189 societies with about 3,400
members, who have accumulated nearly 2 lakhs (f15,000) of

T For u\stam:e ! Take my spinning wheel to where thou art ploughing ' ;
and agein : * The bridegroom is &e trunk of the phulabi and we are the buds
of the champal. Why, Q bndegroom, do you feel ashamed ¢ How long have
wa stood waiting for you?’

* CL pp. 4 71, 113

3 See pp. 30, 249.
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savings.” This is a good heginning, and developmen{ would have
been more rapid but for the lack of funds, Wherever money is
concerned, man comes first, and these 190 socielies have a very
dovelike appearance against the elephantine proportions of the
20,000 societies for men. In the ficld of education it is the same:
in 1933, only 29 lakhs were spent upon girls as against 214 on bays.?
What training and education of the right kind can achieve
with the roughest material is shown by a Pathan woman whom
I met a year ago at a missionary sctilement just
across the Punjab border. Of small stature but
with a lthe active body and dark brown eyes, which
shone like spear-points, with hands oo that moved with much of
India’s grace, she wore a red india-rubber cap over her nose.
Her story was this. She was married to a soldier and when the
war came, her hushand went off with his regiment. One night
a tap at her doer was followed by a voice which claimed to be her
hushand’s. Suspecting the tones, she took a sword and opening
the door saw that the voice had lied. Inslantly she made a sign
ag if there were someone behind the iniruder. He looked round
and as he did so the sword Jell, and a single blow sufficed, Her
neighbours buried him and there was no enquiry, Time passed
and the war continued. Another man iried his fortune bul was
set upon by her two dogs and did not come again. Then troubles
about her thickened, and one day she appeared al the sotilement
and begged to be made a Cluistian, She looked so unpromising
a convert that she was sent back o her village; but she came
back again and again until her request was granted. She then
proved so untameable that she was seni to a seltlement in the
Punjab, and finally to one further south still. There she was
once so angered by a missionary that she seized a knife and danced
about the courtyard threatening her with death, In time the war
ended and her husband returned. Finding her gonme, Frontier
Pathan that he was, he concluded that there could be only one reason
for her absence. He tracked her down to her seltlement and,
after the custom of his race, cut off hernose.  And her only comment
was: ‘He did this because he loved me.’ The Russian peasant
woman who loved to be beaten by her man would sympathize3
She was put into hospital to grow a new nose with skin taken from
her arm, and the process was almost complete when someone put
fear into her heart and she fled. Hence the rubber cap, which
is her solution of the problem. Now at lasi she is tamed, and,

A Pathan
wife

* Co-op. Soc. Rpi. (1933), p. 9. CI. pp. 79, 85.
% e A ki

3 p. 203
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her husband being dead, she makes her living by selling pyjama
cords. At ane time she got one rupee for eight, but now, since
the slump, she gets one for 40. These she can make in a day,
but her net profit is only 6 to 8 annas. On this she supports herself,
her boy, a servant, and his two dependents. I could hardly have
believed this possible but for the remark made about the firework
vendor on p. 250, To sell her cords she must be continually
on the move, and she is known to all as ‘ the pyjama-cord mather’
(narawali maz); and so well known is she that a certain political
organization once offered her Rs. 100 a month to propagate their
subversive ideas amongst village women, but in vain.?

This Pathani lived across the Punjab border, but there are
plenty of her type within. We have only to recall the Salt Range
and some of the tales told in Chapter III. There
the opinion was expressed that the education of
women was the best means of freeing the tract from the curse of
the vendetia® and its brutal deeds of vengeance. But the educa-
tion must be something more than the idle repetition of text-
bock knowledge. Whal tamed the Pathani was the loving-
kindness of those who taught and trained her and {he mysterious
power that shines through all genuine religion, whatever its form
and name, Without religion, said an Austrian peasant woman
1o me last year, our children would be like the wild beasts (wic die
wilden). Without it, toq, the old joint family system could not have
produced ils remarkable type of womanhood, nor ihe village its
standard of morality. The new education, therefore, will lack
a vital element if it is entirely secular ; and for this purpose it is_
advisahle that the school should not displace the home.

I have mentioned the standard of village morality. What is
this standard 7 it may be asked. This is a most difficult question

to answer in terms of a province, especially for one
Xm °w not born and bred in it. Some answer must, however,

be attempted, as the question touches a vital point
in village life. I have had occasion more than onca to praise the
west of the Punjab at the expense of the east3 but this time it
must be the other way round. In the west standards are definitely
lower, and the chief reason for this appears to be the greater freedom
enjoyed by woman there. The climate, too, is exceptionally
hot and dry—the rainfall is everywhere less than 10 inches—and
with a virile people this makes for hot blood. Baut it is only in

1 T owe this story and my meeting with the Pathani to Miss Robertson

and the Misses Ashby, who are doing striking missionary work of the most
practical ldnd at Haripur in Hazéra.

; %i.%usﬂms, 344
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parts of the south-wesl that there scems to be any general laxity,
and these are arcas where the landlord is at his worst and the people
have been demoralized by their poverty.” Tn Dboth cast and west,
woman is protected by the powerful shield of religion and n strong
village public opinion ; butl in ihe east she has the further profec-
tion of purdah or hard work, The importance of work was
emphasized on my first tour,? and it is significant {hat standards
appear to be highest of all in the south-easl, where women work
harder than anywhere else. They are also high along the hills
where ‘ four-walled purdah ’ is common, and in both tracts they are
probably as high as in any country in Europe. In the central
Punjab the great shortage of women3 is & difficulty and leads to
considerable {rafficking in women, and occasionally amongst
Sikhs to polyandry# But on the whole a iolerably good standard
appears to be maintained, and it is according to many of my
informants higher than that which prevails in the town.
The village in this respect has two advanlages over the town.
Its life is more public, and ils public opinion more eflective. A
friend relates how in his youih he saw his grandfather, who ruled
the village, give a young Pathan a severe shoe-beating in public
for paying (oo much attention {0 a Brahmin girl. In {he south-cast
public opinion can still make iisclf feli through the panchayet,
and I am informed that if a Meo continues an intrigue after being
warned and is then murdered, no one will give evidence against
the murderers ‘ though every man, woman, and child knows them.’
Old-fashioned methods are somelimes the best way of dealing
with primitive passions, bul wilh every decade they become more
difficull to apply. Meanwhile the emancipation of woman has
begun, and if the old standards are to be mainiained under freer
conditions, she will requite a new shield, forged of the aes #ripler—
the {riple brass—of education, work, and religlon.5
Morality and married happiness are closely connecied, and most
couples would appear to live happily togelher. Only intelligent
guessing is possible, but a Sikh Jat who knows the
m,’;‘i;‘:ﬂ central Punjab exceptionally well estimates that
60 per cent are reasonably happy and not more than
10 per cent at serious loggerheads, Even in the lawless Manjha,
wives ate said to he well looked after and most couples to live

t Cf. Poasant, 113.

2 Ruslious, 103,

3 In December 1932 males numbered 1318 millions, and females
12 willions (Healih Admn, Rpt , 1932, 4).

4 Paasuml, 52 and Rushcus, 3, 31, 40,

g 200. .
3 It is to the credit of the Punjab village that it knows very little of
unnatuzal vice,
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contentedly together! Hardly anyone consulted puts the per-
centage of definitely unhappy marriages higher than 13, except
for the laxer tracts. For them estimages run up to 20 or 25 per
cent. The percentage of contented couples would seem to be
highest in the south-east, and our Rohiak Jat’s explanation of this
is significant : ‘ The greatest reason why men and women live
happily together in Rohtak is that they look upon themselves as
the slaves of their husbands and think it their duty to do their
bidding in everything* This is perhaps io secure content-
ment at too great a price, and it is certatuly opposed to the new
idea of marriage. If those who come under the influence of the latter
achieve an equal degree of harmony, there will be gain, for it will
be an a higher level of happiness. But domestic harmony is more
easily secured when one partner has to submit to the other than
when each claims to speak with equal weight and act with equal
freedom. Here again the educationist has a greal responsibility,
and already (says the Sikh Jat) there are signs amongst the educated
of tension and more frequent quarrels owing to educated girls
having less disciplined minds and more expensive tastes; and he
adds: ‘One could hardly expect better resuits where school
supersedes the home, as is inevitable in the hostel school, where,
as often happeng, the teachers are ill-educated and low bred)
‘What may be achieved where women of personahty are in charge
we saw both at Asrapur? and at Moga,* and it is this type of woman,
intelligent, capable, devoted, that the Punjab, indeed all India,
needs as much as anything else. Some countries have been saved
by their men, but India must be saved by her women,
One of the evils from which north-east India requires to be
saved is the four-walled purdah, of which I spoke a little way back.
I referred to it repeatedly on my first tow$ and
fﬁdﬁqﬂd touched upon it again in my second.? I can therefore
deal with it briefly here. What it means may be
shown by a single illustration. The Rani's family in Trousers of
Taffeta lived in 2 house with a tower, which commanded one of those
superb views that the Punjab offers to those who live in sight of the
Himalayas. But neither she nor her daughters-in-law had ever
‘ thonght of asking for the impossible permission to go up there,

T pp. 8o-1,
2 p, 187.
9 ». 78
4 p. 100
5 A white cotton cloak with a hood worn by Muslim ladies to conceal
them from head to foot: the hood has eye-holes.
6 Rusticus, 349-50.
7 pp. 120, Igsft.
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even veiled,’ to seeit® The true Rujpul, whether Hindu or Maslim,
practises this form of purdal everywhere, and many who claim
Rajpul origin, Otherwise, it is confined lo the higher Musiim
tribes—Seyyed, Moghul, and Pathan—and {0 men of any caste
who think purdah essential o their position, Fortunately, as with
polygamy, only men of subsiance can afford the necessary aecom-
modation and service. On the small holding, it soon comes into
conflict with the economics of the family farm. In Ferozepore,
we came upon a village of Arains who were doing their besi to
observe it, but they were like men who had Jost an axm.? Accord-
ingly, once the hills are out of sight and the Rajput couniry left
behind, it is little met with in ordinary village life. Amongst
Rajputs, too, il is weakening. It may not be literally true what
a Rajput official writes that ‘ now all think of doing away with it ’,
but it is certainly the case that ladies who never left their houses
except in closely curtained palanquins mow visit each other on
foot concealed in burqa or shawl and accompany their husbands
on shorl evening strolls. On the other hand, a Muslim Rajput
official, who lives in Hoshiarpur, told me on ray tour that the ladies
of his household were criticized for going out ai dusk 10 see a house
he wag building on his land near the village, and a yoar later an
educated Jat mel in Gujral declared that ‘if woman is to run
no risk of loss of honour, she is best kept in purdal'’. The sirength
of the new currenl may, iherefore, casily be exagperated.

Apart from Rajputs, the four-walled system is almost entirely
a Muslim institution, and in iheir ignorance many defend it on
religious grounds. According 1o Lady Abdul Qudir it goos ‘far
beyond anything enjoined by Islam ’, and it is not even * sanctioned
by the practice of other Islamic counirles’3 In ihe Punjab it
derives its hold less from religion than custom, for custom has
wedded it in the popular mind {0 position and izzal, and fow things
are dearer to a man than his izzal.$ It happens, therelore, that
while here and there chinks and cracks are beginning lo appear
in the four walls of the Rajput zenana, new walls are going up in
many Muslim villages 1o mark some freshly acquired position or
wealth. In a Muslim village only five miles from Lahore, visited
in 1930, it was said that since the war over 50 families had gone
into purdah—all apparently to increase their izzat, About the
same time a case occurred in my own compound. The waterman

1 Qp. cit., 266-7.
2 See p. 110,

3 é’msidmh‘nl Address, All-India Women's Edncational Conference,
1931, 6.

4 Ci. p, 50.
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was promoted to the not very highly paid post of under-butler,
and at once a screen of old matting began going up round his
modest quarters. As waterman he had beaten his wife without
shame almost in public, but as under-butler he would allow no one
to see her!

It may be said that in the village, amongst Muslims,® any
generel rise in the standard of living leads to an increase in purdah.
The Murree hills are a gaod example of this, and there the process
has not heen arrested hy the shump, as the chief sourcs of revenue
is soldiering, and with an appreciated tupee {ke soldier does better
than ever. In his youth, says the veteran mentioned on p. 295,
the women would take out the midday meal, cut the grass, and
help to reap the maize. But now amongst good families they stay
at home, and if they have to go beyond the limits of the village
they wear lhe burga, a garment which in the old days was never
seen, ' It is better so,” said the old soldier. ‘There is cleanliness
in the house; the children are better cared for, and needlework
is done instead of entting grass. There is modesty foo. Before,
anyone could see them, but now, only those of their own village.
Before, we did not know the world, but we served in the army and
saw other countries. Now we have civilization.” I asked whether
purdah was really civilization. ‘Withont doubt it is, and it is
what the holy Koran orders.”

That housework should be substituled for fieldwork is an
advantage when the fieldwork is excessive or when it can be dis-
pensed with without impoverishment, and there may be no great
harm if purdah goes no further than wearing a burqa beyond the
limits of the village. But in ils stricter forms it has little to reco™
mend it. I have already described its baneful effect upon health.3
‘Where no grinding is done, and few ladies are as sensible as those
described on p. 197, the only possible exercise is kneading,
ginning, and spinning, and this is not enough to keep women fit,
as is shown by the case of the lady who nearly lost the use of her
legs,4 and even the Rajpuls we met in Rohtak admitted that their
women were growing weaker.S Such a life leads to a demand for
purgatives, where (as a sensible health worker found) a skipping
rope would be equally effective. There is a further difficulty.
An ordinary village woman can seek the fields for her necessary
occasions at any time of day, but a woman in purdah must wait

t The same processis ayparenﬂy at work amongst Hindu Jais in the south
east, if there are Rajputs in the neighbourhood.

2 Ag to what Islam enjoins, see Rusticus, 254, 268

3 p. 197

4 P. 197,

* pp. 196
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till dusk, unless a sweeperess is employed, and north and west of
the Chenab this is difficult.? If purdah has a bad effect upon the
bady, it seems also to have an uuwholesome effect upon the mind.
By concentrating il upon a few interests, not always the healthiest,
it tends to make it * peevish, irrilable, and suspicious’, and develops
what may almosl be called a purdah psychology. If only on this
account, it seems of doubtful wisdom to carry on the education
of village girls, as is commonly done ai present, under purdah
conditions. These conditions are foreign to the ordinary village
girl, and many girls become acquainted with them for the first time
when they go to school. An official tells me that this happened to
his daughter, and that as long as she was at a purdah school she
wanted to go into purdah, and it was only when she found herself
in the freer conditions of a high school that she changed her mind,?
Human personality has such native vigour that the worst
conditions will not stifle it. Even in the four-walled purdah
* remarkable women are found. One such has just died in Jhelum,
Lefl a widow in 1904, till her death she managed half ihe family
egtate, which covered several thousand acres, She had no son,
and would allow her son-in-law no say in the management, Pari
of the land sho leased and parl she farmed herself, She collectad
all her ronts, was prompl with her land revenue payments, and
never took a tenant 1o courl. Her tenants feared her and would
not dream of siealing even a handful of grain before division.
She managed ihem through their wives, to whom she was always
accessible for advice and assistance, and she endeared hersolf
to their children by timely presenis of sweels, Y suspeet {hal
"Tidia has many such women,?

In the village real purdah is confined 1o the higher casles and
the gentry, or to those who would pass as such. There is besides
a much milder form which obtains in the easiern
Semipuwish  Punjab and is as characteristic of Hindu and Sikh
as the other is of the Muslim, With his Hindu
traditions* the Muslim practises it too, but in the Mushm west (and
also in the Salt Range) it is not practised at all. It is typified
by the ghund or veil, which in certain circumstances is drawn
across the face, and may be called semi-purdah. The rigour of
full purdah derives from the terrors of past invasions, but the more
human veil owes its origin to the rules and restrictions of the joint
family system. These required that a woman should veil herself

T p, 266 n.2,

2 Cf. p. 110,

P
3 I owe the facts of this paragraph to Mr. J. C. W. Eustace, 1.C.S.
4 Cf. pp. 8, 74.
3 See p. 285,
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in the presence of an elder, superior, or stranger, They also forbade
all inlercourse between a daughter-indaw and a father-indaw
and even belween a wife and her husband's elder brother. A
Sikh Jat relates how ope night his sister’s father-in-law arrived
at her house unexpectedly when her husband was away and after
all the servants had gone to bed. Not a word was exchanged
between them, and he could no more ask her for food than she could
offer it: so he went supperless to bed. A reductio ad absurdum,
but Hindu custom has never been afraid of that. The story,
however, belongs to an age that is passing, and now many daughters-
in-law move about unveiled in the presence of their fathers<in-law,
Clothes, 100, begin to be designed more for comfart than conceal-
ment. Closefitting sleeves take the place of loose. The volumin-
ous ghaggra skirt is no longer always worn over the pyjama
trousers, and even the veil is undergoing a subtle change. Once
so thick that nothing could be seen through it, and so fall that it
could envelop the whole head, it is becoming semi-fransparent
and, if it is Jong enough {0 be drawn across the face, it is sufficient,
Where few are educated and the sun is hot, there is much to
be said for the veil, and village women will perhaps be wise not to
let it became too transparent. For the four-walled purdah all
that can be said is that it is a powerful shield, but it is one that is
liable to crush the bearer by its weight. i is dangerous to prophesy,
but it would seem as if it were doomed, The trend of the times
and of Islam outside India is against it. Ten yesrs ago, in Central
Asian cities like Tashkent and Samarcand, it was difficult fo see
a woman's face. Now, it is said, one must search them ‘ggith.
candles’ to find a woman in a veil' Even in Lahore, Muslim
ladies of posilion have begun to appear in public, while amongst
educated Hindus and Sikhs hardly a vestige of purdah remains,
There is one thing that the village woman of the futute is
likely to desire even more than freedom—a higher standard of
living. With modern resources there is no reason
why this should not be achieved on 2 wide scale,
provided prices rise ; but it will be most difficult to maintain it,
if birth is not in some measure controfled. When prosperity was
at its height and the standard of living was rising all over the pro-
vince, I wrote that ‘in this country every material blessing was
vitimately neutralized by an increase in population’2and I ventured
the prophecy {hat the canal colony districts would ‘eventually
become as indebted as any other part of the province’ The last

Birth coatrol

1 Wicksieed, op. cit, 173.
:}’aamt (st edn.), 286.
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ten years have brought this prophecy very near 1o fulfilment. In
the decade ending 1931, the population of Lyallpur increased by
18 per cent! and in g yews (ending 1933) ils morlgage debt rose
by 240 lakhs,? and with the [all in prices it has had 1o make drastic
changes in its standard of living, What is true of Lyallpur is true,
in some degree, of every part of the province that was once pros-
perous. In ten years(rgax-31) the population of the Punjab increased
by 14 per cent,? and it is still increasing at the rate of over 300,000
ayear4 Though the canals have brought more land under cultiva-
tion and in some parts cultivation is becoming more intense,
production is nol keeping pace with the increase ;5 nor is industry
capable of absorbing it.

The situation affecis the town as well as the village, and it is
being met there, as in Europe, by the adoption of birth control.
On my first tour I noted that this had begun to be discussed ‘in
town and market’ S and since then it has passed with many from
discussion to practice. It would have spread even faster were
more women educated, for what is possible wilh an educated, is
difficnlt with an uneducaied woman. A Sikh {ells me thai when he
married, his wife was harely literate and nothing was pussible ;
but since she matriculated, the position is different, and now after
eight years he has only iwo children, whereas his brother, whoso
wile is uneducated, bas ten, A Flindu, whose wile Loo is uneducated,
says thal when he found himsell will three children and withoul
a job he ried to persnade her lo adopt cerlain measures, but she
did not find {hem ‘ convenient * and was oo uneducated {o under-
stand their importance, They lherefore keep much apart, which
is nol easy for young people, On the other hand, his younger
brother—he himself is only 33—has followed nature and has cight
children.

These few examples are iypical of the cducaled townsman,
and the well educated village-bred official is also beginning 1o be
affected, an instance of which I have given on p. 213. The
peasant attitude i3 much more primilive and was poetically
expressed by the Rohtak Jatni on p. 193. ‘Mother carth’
she said, ‘ is not satisfied with the amount of rain, nor is mother
woman with the number of her children,’ I doubt whether there
is any part of India of which this is not typical. A year ago I

: f;:? '1’?‘6152:55 533,2{1; 91?1;! z(yi':'sj:m:nent XXIV), 1931

8 From. 2068 to 23-58' millons. - ' '

+ Health Admin. Rpt, (Punjab, 1932), 3.

5 In the last census decade the fotal area under the plongh increased
by only 4} per cent. (Punjab Census Rpi., D. 31); see also Agricl, Ryt

( “ngnb. 1932-3), 1.
Rushous, 209,
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agked the wife of a headman in Central India how many children
a woman should have. Spreading out a fold of her dress, she
replied : ‘ As many as God will put into our lap.’ And two years
earlier the woman of Sialkot had said the same. But amongst
them was one, a Minstrel's wife, who thoughi four sufficient’
The Sergeant's wife in Gurdaspur went further and was in favour
of enly two, while her daughter, remembering perhaps recent pains,
said one was enough* This is a new voice in Indian village life,
and it is inspired by two feelings. The first is profoundly human :
there comes a point when woman feels she can bear no more.
‘I have bome him 14 children,’ said the servant’s wife mentioned
on p.212: ‘I cannot bear him another’ Doubtless women have
feit this from the beginning of time, and if this feeling begins to
find expression now, it is partly because a long spell of peace has
made the times more humane. The second feeling is entirely
modern. ‘If (said the Minstrel's wife) there are more than four,
we cannot give thera proper care: they can't get shirt and shoes,
and they run about naked.’

Elsewhere I have said that sooner or later the question of
birth control would have to be faced in the villaged In my judge-
ment the time has now come. The fall in prices has lowered the
standard of living and doubled the burden of debt4 And this
coincides with the addition, in ten years, of 34,000,000 to India's
population. Even if prices rise, no standard of living could long
hold its own against such a swarming of new lives. And there is
much more at stake than the standard of living. It is estimated
that every year about 200,000 mothers die in child-birth. Is it
surprising that in these humaner times the new voice beging™l5 e
heard ? Even hefore the slump, peasants in the central Punjab
were resorting here and there to midwife and doctor for help ;5
and now one who knows the country between the Beas and the
Sutlej well writes that ‘even the ignorant and the illiterate have
begun to realize the necessity for some sort of check'. Moreover,
the checks that 20 or 30 years ago nsed to be applied in good Hindu
families are now less in use. In those days, young couples had to
work hard by day and were not allowed separate rooms at night ;
and they were forbidden stimulating food such as onions and garlic,
and partook sparingly of meat and fish, and rarely of anything
flavoured with spices. With the weakening of the joint family
system, these restrictions are difficult to enforce. And another

Ip. 257

2 % 235.

3 Peasamé, 273.

4 Ihid,, 17.

7 See p. 212, and Rustcus, 39.
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point may be urged.  Now thal the town is becoming increasingly
familiar with birth control, it is only a matter of (ime hefore the
knowledge percolates through to the village everywhere the lorry
is bringing them closer together~—and when such knowledge comes,
the peasant should not be left without advice. Otlherwise he is
likely to resort increasingly to midwife and quack. Iere a losson
may perhaps be leamt from Russia. There, 100, a vast peasant
population is increasing fast—in 1930 there were 20,000,000 more
than in rg24*—and apparenily women ‘no longer want to bear as
many children as in the old days’'? Bul they are not being lefi
without guidance. ‘Medical commissions’ on their rounds
discuss the matter with them, information is freely given at *alt
clinics and consultation centres’, and abortion is legalized3 This
brings me to my one and only recommendation, The whole
question, which is primarily one for the medical experi, should be
carefully considered by a small committee of experienced doctors,
some of whom should be women, and a policy formulated ; so that
those who are working for the improvement of village life and who
care for the welfare of ihe village woman may know whal advice
to give the peasant on this‘most difficult and vital question.t
At preseni all is darkness.

Ten years ago, in ending The Punjab Pensant, T spoke of * {he
dawn of self-consciousness ' In Lhe village. T was then speaking of
men. Il is now almost time o speak of i amongst
women. The changes we have skeiched are due to

three main factors—the rise in the standard of living, Lhe spread of
gducation, which affects many more than those who actually recetve
1t, ana the gencral trend of the timics since the war, Most of them
are due to the combination of two ar more of these factors, and
their extent in any part of the province—ihere is much variation—
is in ratio to the strength of each factor operatling there, Much the
most important change is the re-orientation of family life Lo the
relation between husband and wife inslead of to {hat between
mother and son. This is a {endency only, and ofien not very
perceptible, but everywhere the power of the mother-indaw is
shaken, and in educated houscholds, especially amongst the Sikhs,
there is arising in its place a closer and more oqual tie between

Summary

T The Econonust (Russian Supplemsni), 1 Nov. 1930, On 1 April 1930,
the total population was 158 mﬂulf&s. ) P ?

+ Tbid,, 344.

$ Winter, Red Viviue, 142-3.

4 How vital I have tried to show in Paasani, 17, 2723, Cf. also tho
following from. A, L. Bawloy and D. H. Robertson’s Scheme for an Economiz
Comsus of India (1934), 61* " There are good reasans for Tegarding the ptoklem
of population as the gravest of India’s problems.’'
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husband and wife. If settled government continues, this is likely
1o be the most far-reaching effecl of British rule. With the new
orientation, inequalities belween the sexes are less marked, wives
are better treated in the matter of food and dress and more freely
constlted in household aifairs, and education is no longer regarded
as superfluous for girls. This in its turn is leading to somewhat
later marriages and to a more careful choice of bride or bridegroom.
Polygamy, too, is viewed with growing disfavour, and amongst
those who have practised it for generations the four-walled purdah
is weakening. So, too, is the system of semi-purdah, which is
common amongst Hindus and Sikhs, On the other hand, amongst
those who have risen on the tide of prosperity or fortune there are
many, chiefly Muslims, who have marked their new position by
putting their wives into purdah. On the whole, village morals
are sound, and the general level of domestic happiness is high.
Both, however, are threatened by the relaxing of varjous restraints,
and it is important therefore that the education given to girls should
not be of an entirely secwlar character, and that the school should
not be allowed to supersede the home. Within the home, the
greatest need is the more careful training of children in infancy
and childhood, but ihis is difficult with constant childbearing, and
impossible where field work is as heavy as il is in the south-cast,
There is some slight indication that the latler is not quite as severe
as it was, and here and there there is the budding of s desire for
fewer children. In a primitive agricultural country, where settled
government prevails and people no longer die of famine, and disease
is more and more systematically fought, population tends to increase
so fast that no modern standard of living can long be mainfamea
without some form of birth confrol. The last ten years suggest
that this is likely to be true of the Punjab. It is time, therefore,
that the whole question of control should be carefully considered
by experts and a policy formulated.

Enough has been said to show that there are the stirrings
of anewlife in the village home. As the women of Sjalkot remarked :
‘ There is great change; a new wind blows.™

t p. 257,
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point may be wged. Now thal the town is becoming increuqingly
familiar with birth control, it is only @ malter of time helore 1he
knowledge percolates through o the village  everywhere the lotry
is bringing them closer together and when such knowledge comes,
the peasant should not be lefl withoul advice. Otherwise he is
likely Lo resorl increasingly Lo midwife and quack. Eere o lesson
may perhaps be learnt from Russin, There, tou, a vast peasant
population is increasing fast—in 1930 there were 20,000,000 more
than in 1924—and apparently women ‘ no Jonger want to bear as
many children as in the old days'* Bul they are not being left
without guidance. Medical cornmissfons’ on their rounds
discuss the matier with them, information is freely given at ‘gl
clinics and consultation centres’, and abortion is legalized3 This
brings me to my one and only recommendation, The whole
question, which is primarily one for the medical expert, should be
carefully considered by a small committee of experienced doctors,
some of whom should be women, and a policy formulated ; so that
those who are working for the improvement of village life and who
care for the welfare of the village woman may know what advice
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perceptible, but everywhere the power of the mother-in-law is
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husband and wife. If settled government continues, this is likely
to be the most far-reaching effect of British rule. With the new
orientation, inequalities between the sexes are less marked, wives
are better treated in the matter of food and dress and more freely
consulted in household affairs, and education is no longer regarded
as superfluous for girls. This in jts turn is leading to somewhat
later marriages and to a more careful choice of bride or bridegroom,
Polygamy, too, is viewed with growing disfavour, and amongst
those who have practised it for generations the four-walled purdah
is weakening., So, too, is the system of semi-purdah, which is
common amongst Hindus and Sikhs. On the other hand, amongst
those who have risen on the tide of prosperity or fortune there are
many, chiefly Muslims, who have marked their new position by
putting their wives into purdah. On the whole, village morals
are sound, and the general level of domestic happiness is high.
Both, however, are threatened by the relaxing of various restraints,
and it is important therefore that the education given to girls should
not be of an entirely secular character, and that the school should
not be allowed to supersede the home. Within the home, the
greatest need is the more careful training of children in infancy
and childhood, but this is difficult with constant childbearing, and
impossible where field work is as heavy as it is in the south-gast.
There is some slight indication that the latter is not quite as severe
as it was, and here and there there is the budding of a desire for
fewer children. In a primitive agricultural country, where settled
government prevails and people no longer die of famine, and disease
is more and mote systematically fought, population tends to increase
so fast that no modern standard of living can long be mainfamnea
without some form of birth control. The last ten years suggest
that this is likely to be true of the Punjab. It is lime, therefore,
that the whole question of control should be carefully considered
by experts and a policy formulated.

Enough has been said to show that there are the stirrings
of a new life in the village home. As the women of Sialkot remarked :
* There is great change ; a new wind blows.”

* p. 257



CuaptEr XVI
RECAPITULATION AND RECONSTRUCTION

In this concluding chapter some recapifulation is necessary, if only
because the facts of the journal relate to three years ago and the
enquiries begun then have been continucd since! On certain
questions, for example those relating to panchayats,® hoarding,3 and
poultry,~—to name three very different subjecls—my opinion has
already been stated and T have nothing fresh {0 add. But others
require a few pages of discussion and summary, and the thread that
rups through them is their bearing upon the vital question of
reconstruction, I propose first of all to consider the fall it prices
since, for the time being at least, it represents the frame to which
any picture of the fulure must be filted.

The Fall in Prices

The main features of the fall in prices are now only 1oo well
known, To quote a report of the Heonomic Gommiliee of 1he
League of Nativns, in 1930 ‘a fall, somelimoes

g:nhi’e': catastrophic, spread wilh extreme violenee (o almost
all agricullural produce, It was so rapid that at the

BV he year [when my lour began), whilsi sunue produets reached
the pre-war level of prices, othexs {ell as low as one~quarter or one-
half below the 1913 level’S The cullivator was the fivst to suffer
and has since suffered more than anyone else, For some time, while
teceiving much less for what he sold, he had to go on paying the old
or glightly reduced prices for his purchases. And even when they
fell, they fell less than agricultural prices.S This is reflected in India's
trade returns, which show thal her exports, * which are mainly

? When I was Commissioner of Rawalpindi {July 193t to March 1933),
nearly goo officials and non-officials called upon me, and many of them gave
me useful information, not only about the Rawalpindi Division (six districts)
but also about the canal colonies outside it, where many had lond.

% p. 142,

3 p.152.

4 pp. 179-80,

5 The Agriculiural Crisis (1031}, i, 22.

6 The greatest decline in price has been * in purel: agticulttural prodycts '
(The Economist, 14 October 19%3). purey proty

a4



THE FALL IN PRICES 318

raw materials, have fallen out of all proportion to her imports, which
are mainly manufactured goods.'* In the Punjab the fall is best
gauged by its effect upon cotton and wheat, the two chief money
crops of the province. In 1929, the wholesale price of wheat in
Lahore averaged Rs. 5-3-5 per maund, but by the end of 1930 it had
fallen to less than Rs. 2. The same year the price of cotfon also
fell over 50 per cent, and neither has recovered much since. The
effects of this have been felt everywhere though in very varying
degree. Upon the canal colondes, which are the great exporting
centres of the province, they have been shattering ; and for a reason
that will appear shortly, they have been severe in all canal-irrigated
tracts. Butin Rawalpindi and Kangra, where holdings are so small
that agriculture is almost a subsidiary industry, they have been very
lightly felt, and in certain areas, such as the Salt Range and the
Murree Hills, where there is a steady inflow of cash from military
service and grain has to be imported for food, the fall has brought
benefit rather than disasterd Even Jullundur has not been very
hard hit, for its farming is still mainly for subsistence, and in the past
emigrants from the district have remitted or brought back large
sums, & considerable part of which a thrifty peasantry has invesied
or placed on deposit.4 But these cases are exceptional, and of the
province as a whole it may fairly be said that the fall in prices has
destroyed its prosperity as suddenly as the sand storm of 1928
destroyed its wheat.
The resulting burden would have been intolerable but for
the fact that large payments are still made in kind and service.
Forty or fifty years ago the zemindar or ppasani-
mﬂ:’d &8 proprietor might have been defined as ome who
produced as much as possible of what he needed
himself and obtained everything else by barter, In those days cash
was hardly seen in the village, and even now there is prabably no
district where more than 75 per cent of village dealings are in cash,
and in some the proportion is less than 25 percent.’ In the past
many western pundits have urged the superiority of a money econormny
over ane based on service and kind, but fortunately the Punjab
peasant has been slow to give up ancient usage, and when the slump
came, ancient usage proved much more adaptable than modern,

T L, C. Jain, ‘Economic Depression in India’, Indian Journal of
Economiss, Jannary 1933, 348.
2 Pyblss Health Admin. Rpt. (Punjab, 1930}, 1, and p. 2 supra.
3 In 1932-3 the percentage of recoveries by co-operative societies was
Tughest in Kengra (Co-op, Soc. Rpt. (1932-3), 26).
< In 1930-1 and 1931-2 Jullundur received 5o lakhs from outside.
Seep. 17,
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This has been most conspicnous in the mutter of rents, In {le
United Provinces rents ure mostly in cash and had {o be redueed by
4 crores (£3 millions),* and it was ouly afler great sirain and friction
ihat the adjustment could be made. In the Punjab, on the other
hand—the south-east is a partial exceplion®*—rents are nearly all
in kind? and adjusied themsclves automatically to the fall in price.4
This operated on so large a scale—there are over 2 million tenants in
the provincei—that the landlords who receive their rents in cash
found themselves obliged almost al once, by sheer force of example,
to reduce or remit their dues. Owners who before ihe slump had
let their colony squares al Rs, 20 an acre or more had not the face
to insist upon payment in full when all round them rents in kind
were falling. The very fArst day of my tour I found this influence at
work, and as the {our proceeded, its effect became more and more
marked. From the siart, therefore, the landlord has shared to the
full in the burden of the fall, some instances of which are given in
the journal® But the landlord's shoulders are stronger than those
of the peasant, and how weak the peasani who owns only one plough
has become is shown on pp, 252-54.7
It is not ouly rents that are paid in kind, We saw in
Chepter XIV8 thai the wages of the agricultural labourer and the
services of the village servani were also largely paid
Zemindar,  jn {his way, and {he effecl upon cash wages and pay-
arisan snd  ments has boen the same as wpon cash rents. By
increasing the purchasing power of the rupee, tho fall
in agriculiural prices had the immediate effect of increasing all real
aid in cash. At ihe same {ime it reduced ihe income of those
who reccived their wages in kind, since some part of what tlcy
received had to be sold to mecl miscellancous purchases, It
bappened, therefore, that the income of the weaver, whois commonly
paid in cash, rose, while that of the blacksmith, who is paid in kind
and who might be living next door, fell. In the town, where few
know their neighbours, the inequity of this might long have passed

* U.P. Land Revenus Admin, Rpts.

#? Trevaskis, The Punjab of To-day, I, 218,

3 For instance, in the Upper Jhelum Colony only 8 per cent of the renis
are in cash (Guyrat Satﬂsmsntlgpt., 1930).

4Ctp.o1,

5 Punjab Census Rpt. (1031), 223.

6 Cf p, 169. The Sikh landowner mentioned on p. 104 informs me that
his income, which from 1916 10 1928 had always excesded Rs. 7000, fell in
1931 to Rs. 450, (In 1031 it recovered to Re. r040.) The fall in prices has
Lefd to asgeneral abandonment of cash rents, as tenants won't pay them ;

. P. 106.

7 Cf, also pp. 349-50.
8 p, 266.



DEBTOR AND CREDITOR 3y

unnoticed, but in the village it became manifest at once. Before
the end of 1g30 landowner, artisan, and servant were getting
together to discuss rednction, and before the end of my tour I
had come across carpenters, masons, and agricultural labourers who
had agreed to a 25 per cent cut, butchers and milk vendors who had
reduced their prices correspondingly,” mullabs who were performing
marriages for only Rs. 1-4—" as it used to be when I had no beard,’
commented an old peasant—and even pirs who were glad {o accept
from their disciples 8 or 12 annas instead of the customary rupee.?
Tailors, in some places, refused to make a change on the plea that
they bad to pay as much as ever for their sewing machines, and here
and there weavers objected to teduction on the just ground that they
had been underpaid in the past.3 Broadly, however, it may be said
that, aswith landlord and tenant, the adjustments between zemindar,
artisan and servant, were promptly and amicably made. All of
which shows that, in the village at leasi, there is more to be said
than is commonly supposed for medieval methods of business, and
for a system of exchange directly based upon commodities and
service nstead of upon money, over which the world has lost contral,
The two most difficolt adjustments have been those between
debtor and creditor, and between landowner and Government ; in
both cases because payments have to he made in cash

3‘;’;’;‘;&“’1 or in terms of cash. A hundred years ago, conld a
crisis of this kind have arisen, adjustment would have

been easy, {or everylhing was then on a grain basis; and fifty years
ago it would not have been difficult as between debtor and creditor,
for most dealings were still in kind and entered in the accounts
accordingly.4 But now, whatever form they take, and sife the
slump repayments in kind have much increased, it is only in a very
few areas that they are not debited and credited in cash. The
effect of this has been roughly to double the burden of agricultural
debt. Whete, for instance, in 1929 a peasani could have cleared his
debt by selling z00 maunds of produce, he must now sell 200 or
more., The only exception to this is the interest paid upon the
usufructnary mortgage. As explained on page 104, the fall in
prices had the effect of halving the rate of interest on this type of
mortgage, and as about half the proprietors’ debt of the province

T From & to 6 annasa seer in the cass of meat, and from 34 to 24 annas
a seer in the case of milk,

2 Cf. p. 106,
3 Cf. pp. 106, 264.
4 Jheasant, 108.

#> Seep. 148.
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was held in this way in 1930™—it does not apply to morlgages made
since—ihe relief is considerable.

Although ihe money-lender has adopled more modern methods
of accounting, fortunately he remains al heart a medicvalist, Oy
my tour I took every opportunily of discussing ihe
situation with him, and three of the diseussions have
been briefly recorded.* These show his geneial attitude sinee the
fall in prices. His policy is to snaich at any recovery, however
small, and for the rest of his dues 1o wail patienily till prices 1ise,
Nothing that the peasant offers is refused, and the most ill-favoured
cattle are iaken at the highest possible valuation. If a debtor has
little to give and his bond is about to expire, every effort is made
to persuade him 1o renew it, and the hook is usnally baited with a
substantial reduction of interest. In one area money-lenders were
obliged by the collective action of the village temporarily to dis-
continue or reduce interest charges on old debts and to refer disputes
to the village panchayat. Even in normal times they are most
reluctant to take their clienis to court, knowing well how tedious,
expensive, and uncertain are the ways of the law. The depression
has made the expense more burdensome and the chances of recovery
more precarious. In general, iherefore, vnwilling to throw good
money afler bad, they have sued only the uncompromising, and
even then ihey have made liltle attempl Lo execuie Lheir decrees
unless they had good reason to helieve there was something to he
had. The result is a virtnal morid oviom of debt,

It was nol to be cxpeeled that so great o slorm could he
weathered without some sign of sirain helween borrower and
EEET lender. We came across a hint of this ocensionally,?
fﬁ’tﬁl’;ﬁl’f bul nowhere on any serivus scale excepl perhaps in

parts of Rohtak, where, however, relations wore

strained before the slump.* In some colony arcas there was a litile
difficulty, but in colony villages the position is apt Lo be complicated
by the absence of traditional ties. Where Lhese exist, and still more
where the village community retains some of ils ancient cohesion or
4 tract of country is occupied by a single iribe, the moncy-lender
rarely takes up an uncompromising aliiiude.S Panchayat and
arbitratio jety have also.heen useful, not only in /& ]
mmg of"Payment by instalments, which have sometimes
‘beghl §pread  ovel five or ten yearsS The nel result has naturally
" 3By, BRz. Evgy. Rot., 164.

@ pp. 100, 146, 194,

3 pp. 16, 147-8.

+D. 175

5 Cf. pp. 54, 103.
6 Cf. p. 130.

Recoveries
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been 4 great reduction in the village money-lender’s profits. Before
the fall in prices, these were astimated at about 12 to x3 per cent,” but
it may be doubted whether since then they have exceeded 5 per cent,
and it is generally agread that he has been almost as hard bit as the
peasant? In one respect, at first, he fared worse. Together with
the commission agent, who too is often s money-lender, he stores
most of the surplus wheat of the province, and in zg30, when the
wheat market collapsed, he was involved in heavy logs.3
From the peesant’s inability to repay his loans there ensued
a severe contraction of credit. Recovering little, the money-lender
had little to lend, and that little he hesitated to
g;’f,’:;ﬁ“ advance, so doubtful had recovery become. As far
as possible he restricted his loans to clients he could
trust, and to others he lent only so much as was necessary to keep
them to heel. With most he insisted upon security and, even when
jewellery was pawned, charged 15 or 18% instead of the customary
12 per cent.# Unsecured loans, so common in the past, he almost
entirvely refused, except to good clients or in small sutns ai high
rates. Co-operative credit socictics, though they have not put up
their rates, have also been compelled to reduce their loans, and in
1932-3 advanced an average of only Rs. 76 per member, These
restrictions were felt acutely by the peasant, since for a whole
generation, with land ever rising in value, he had been ahle to
borrow freely ; so freely that the prosperity which should have made
him independent of the money-lender has enormously increased his
debt.5
Ultimately, the most difficult adjustment of all will be that
between debtor and creditor, but more difficult at the oufset was
that between peasant and Government. Government
Revenne-payer oould not, like the money-lender, rest content with a
§§3emment few annas in the rupee of its dues and wait for the rest
till prices rose : its obligations are heavy and unceas-
ing and must be met punctually. Nor yet could it expect to get a
full 16 annas from an impoverished peasaniry, Large remissions
were therefore made, by 1933, totalling nearly £z millionsS That
the balance was collected with little more use of eoercive processes
than usual was due, on the one hand, to the tact and efficiency of the
administration, at the head of which was a Governor who understood

t Pb. Bkg. Engy. RpS., 137.

2 Cf. p. 148,

8 Cf.p.z08.

+ D 240,

#% g, from go crores in 1021 to 140 in 1930 (Peasant, 16).
§ p. 225, n.3.
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{he peasant well,? and on the other hand, to the furtitude and good
sense of the people.

One of the ways in which Lhis good scose was shown was by the
sale of jewellery. In the days of high prices il wes almost as if
the five rivers of the Punjab had become gix, the sixth
a tiver of gold.  Bullion poured into the provinee
at an average rate of four to five croxes a year, of which 3% or more
were converted inlo jewellery.* Most of this probably found its
way into the colonies and Lyallpur alone is said o have spent over
£200,000 (28 lakhs) a year on ornaments.* Al ihe time, the colonist
was generally condemned for hoarding, and in so far as he borrowed
to buy jewellery, the reproach was amply deserved. But in so far
as he bought it out of income, he showed a certain prudence.
Doubtless he could have employed his surplus better, had he had
more knowledge of the use of money, butl most certainly he could
have employed it worse ; for instance, on litigation or such ephemeral
things as clothes. In an emergency ornaments can be melied down,
and after England went off the gold standard, they could even be
sold at a profit ; ihis, too, ai a time when most investmends could
only be sold at a loss. The chief difliculty in utilizing this resource
was woman's right to the jewellery ; bul though ihis musi ofien
have led to pawning rather than selling, large quantities were sold;
which is further evidence of the goodwill genorally subsisting in
ihe villago between husband and wifo? Nor was there any real
injustice in Government’s demand being paid in part from {hese
reserves, since Government did pot raise its charge for waler {ill
long after prices had risen, and all through the period of prosperily
it ¥66%mno more than § or 6 per cent of ibe gross produce in land
revenus as against 30 or 40 per cent Lakon by the Sikhs4

Soms have supposed (hat the peasani was only induced to part
with his gald by the appreciation in iis value when England gave up
Salo of gold the gold standard. My journal shows that this is not

& the case and that il was already being sold in the cald
weather of 1930-r to meet Government dues., The following
summer, the market price of wheat having fallen to Rs, 1-6 a maund,
sale in canal irrigated tracts became very brisk, and it was estimated
that in July and August of that year, when Government was
collecting its swmmer dues, the shroffs of Amritsar bought gold in
the central Punjab to the value of 64 lakhs as against only 17 lakhs
twelve months earlier, and three-quarters of this is sajd to have come

Tewellary

¥ Sir Geoffrey de Montmorency, G.CLE, K.CS 1, K.CV.0,,C.BE.
¢ Pb, Bhg. Engy, Rpt., 149,

8 Seep. 304.

4 Pegsani, 231..
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from village sources.” Evenwhen the price of gold rose 50 per cent,?
tiearly all the gold that came upon the market from the village—and
most of it came from this source—was distress gold,3 and those who
were not obliged to sell, for instance the larger landowners, did not
doso. In the town, too, it is only the very modem-minded who are
prepared to part with their ornaments for any other reason but
necessity, So strong is this feeling amongst Hindus that one of
them said {0 the writer that a wife would only part with her jewellery
' to save the life of her hushand ’, and a gazetted officer informed him
that when he proposed Lo his wife that they should sell their jewellery
as gold was so dear, she refused, saying they had enough for
their living and should keep the jewellery for use as a last
resource, Actually, it is the last resource but one: the last is
the house.
We have now seen how the fall in prices was adjusted between
landlord and tenant, zemindar and serv,&nt, debtor and creditor,
revenue-payer and Governméni, One further adjust-
3}“1’1:;:;‘““ ment was necessary—a Teduction in the standard of
living, which had risen all over the province.t This
wag most needed in the canal-irrigated tracts where the rise had
been greatest and the demand for cash was strongest. It may be
said that the depression was felt in ratio to the use previously made
of cash. The rupee famine was so great that in many villages it
became difficull to change a ten rupee note, and the position
described on p. 248 applies far beyond the limits of Sialkot, In all
canal-irrigated tracts large sums were required to pay water rate
and land revenue, The colonist sufferad from a further dis-
advantage. He relies for his living almost entirely uffon his
farming, whereas in unirrigated tracts the peasant usually has some
supplementary source of income such as military service, trading,’

* The enquiry was kindly made on my behalf by the Commissioner of
Income-tax, Punjab, through his local staff, Eunquiries were also made in
other ceatres, and almost everywhere a marked difference was reported
between 1930 and 1931.

2 At Bombay the price of gold per tola was Rs. 21+5 on 19 September
1931, and Rs. 34-4-6 on 19 July 1934.

3 Only in the small tract of the Chhachh (see Peasant, 83) have I come
across any appreciable vilage sales for profit. Of the 200 crores exported
from India since 1 October 1931 (see p. 341) about 25 per cent, Ls 50
croras, came from the Punjab (including the N.W. Frontier Province) and
20 per cent from Madras (information kindly supplied by the Premdent,
Bombay Shrofis' Assocuation),

4 See Pagsant, viil,

3 Embracing in xg3o-1 12+2 million out of 303 million acres (Census
Bpt., 7 35).

6 p. 182,

214
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caitle-dealing, carlage, or cven Iabour, The depression hag,
therefore, been most. severely felt in (he colondea,

The finest colonists are to be found in Lyallpur, and they were
the firsl 1o brace themselves to (he painful process of adjustment,
Shahpur, with & more extravagant tradition,® was
slower 10 move; but even there the process had
begun before the close of 1930. Amongsi the economies adopted,
varying with the circumstances of proprietor and tenant, were {he
substitution of millet and maize for wheat, of homespun clothes for
mill-made, and of the tonga for the motor; travelling third class
instead of intermediate, walking on foot—perhaps shoes in hand—
instead of going by lorry, the dismissel of servants, the re-starting
of hand grinding, an increase in spinning, and even the Bavouring
of the morning cup of butter-milk with salt instead of sugar. One
economy has heen general throughout the province : much less is
spent upon social ceremonial, especially upon marriages., And, less
satisfactory, in 1933 there were over 42,000 fewer boys at school
than in 1932.

In 1931, in commenting upon the past and the fall in prices,
I wrote thot prosperity bad ‘ added litlle o the peasant's real

. wealih, bui greafly 1o his debt and alarmingly o lis
glgﬁ‘:‘&% pumbers. Tl may be thal a spell of harder cone
ditions i3 necessary 1o give him a juster sunse of the
value of money, and a clearer perceplion olils relation Lo woll helug,
If so, what appears at present as a calamily nay prove to be a
blessing in disguise.® This is the hope thal riscs oul of the
depression, and there are indicalions that il may be fulfilled.
* Ther&'is no doubl, says a recent report, ‘Lhat as a resuld of the hard
times through which the agricullurist is passing, he has developed a
real sense of the burden of debi, and a determination to do what he
can to lessen it by slow and painful repayment.’d Repayment
would indeed be the amende honorable for the reckless burrowing of
the past, and if it has been necessary more than once io comment
severely upon this defect in the Punjab peasant’s character, il is
only fair to say thal no one ¢ould have met the present crisis with
stouter beart, more cheerful spirii, and greater sense.t

Eoonomies

T p. 20,

2 Peasant, chapters xJ, xil.

1 Co-op, Soc. Rpt. (1933), 29¢ of. p. 163 suprs, In Bengal, too, tho
depression is teaching thrift (Bengal Co-0p. Rpt. (1933), 4).

4 The features of ihe depression described above apply generally through-
out India, Shortage of food is rare, but everywhere credit is severely
restricted, reserves greatly veduced, and purchages mosily confined o
necessaries, Cagh rents are realized with great difficully, and the onoy-
lender's income i§ greatly contracled.
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But if the crisis has much to teach the peasant, it bas also a
lesson for Government. In the opinion of the Economic Committee
Oo-operation  Of the League of Nations it has tended almost every-

where ‘ to strengthen the view that the State ought
to give the national agricultural interest effective support'.t
In India this support is most needed in the field of credit.
The slump has doubled the burden of debt, and if the contrac-
tion of credit has stopped the flow of indiscriminate borrowing,
in most areas it has raised the rate of interest upon fresh loans;
and upon old, owing to the difficulty of repayment, interest
charges are accumulating and coming under the magnifying glass
of compound interest. It may be too late to apply any remedy to
the debts of the past and be necessary to leave their adjustment
to the good sense of debtor and creditor, but provision should at
least be made for the future. The best judges are, I think, agresd
that in future peasant credit must be controlled, if not curtailed.
Some would do this by legislation, and various experiments in this
direction are being tried or considered in several provinces.* On
surer ground are those who urge that the most satisfactory way of
imposing control is through co-operative credit, The way this
control is exercised is described elsewhere3 One of its merits is
that it is done through the people themselves, and not through any
external agency, and it has three other striking advantages: it
lowers the rate of interest, it abolishes compound interest, and it
gradually educates the peasant in the use of monay.

Many speak or write as if the peasant were hampered by not
having enough money to handle, No one who hes seen the way he
spends it when he gets a large sum into bis hands will thir this.
What hampers him is his inability to use it to advantage, For
long the co-operative movement in the Punjab has had more money
atits disposal than it could prudently employ, becanse comparatively
few could be trusted to employ any part of the surplus wisely.
There is an intimate connexion between character and finance, and
it has been repeatedly emphasized on my tours4 Accordingly, to
teach the peasant how to handle money is the supreme economic
need, and this can best, perhaps only, be done through the
co-opetative movement. It was this conviction that led the Punjab
Banking Enquiry Committee of 1930 to make the extension of the
co-operative credit movement its central recommendation, and it

I QOp.cit, 52.
2 Inpxg33, Bengal passed a Money-lenders’ Bill to control interest saics,
and now the United Provinces have five bilts under conaideration {1934).
3 Z-easamt, chapter xiii,
: 4 p. 103 Rusticus 326-7.
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calenlated that if fis scheme were adapled, every suilable villoge
in the provinee would have u credil socivty within fiffeen yoars,?
Unfortunately, owing to the financial siringency, four precious yeag
have heen lost and very litile of the necessary extra stafl has been
provided,

Edweation

1f the supreme need of the peasant is Co-operation, that of his
children is ptimary education, Till recently the inability to read
and write was no bar Lo the full expression of capacity
and character, Akbar remained illiterate ta the end
of his days, and one of the most remarkable Punjabis of the last
generation, the late Nawab Bahram Khan, a Baloch chicftain whoge
word and connsel ran with authority from one end of Baluchistan
to the other, could barely write his name, Bud, as already noted?
illiteracy is a handicap to those who have to face the new age.
To take but a single example ; in the old days the village community
was strong, and Co-operation grew spontaneously cut of the needs
of the people ; but this is not sufficient {o satisfy the varied purposes
and necessiiies of the modern world,  Tor these, more complicated
forms are required, and they are not possible with almost univorsal
lliteracy, In xg3x, less than xo per cent of the populntion of the
Punjab was lilerate, and in 430 this was found Lo be the case witk
only 13 per cent of the members of our agrientiural eredit societicss
It is gignificant thot in Jullwdur, where the percentage (50) was
highest, Co-operation is mast advanced, aud that in Mianwali, where
it waSboly 4 per cent, il makes but little headway. 11 is surprising
that it should have made any headway ol ull, secing that there are
numerous viltages where for miles round not o single literale man
can be found to work as secreiary {o a bank.*
It by no means follows that the goodness of a soclely is in
propartion 1o the number of its literatc members, bul it is clear that
even so simple an organization os a village bank
éoi;’a::u on  TeQuiresa few who can read a pro-noteand understand
an account. The miracle is that it has been possible
for years to lend out large sums without scrious Jass, sums now
amounting to 4 crores {£5 millions) and advanced 1o aboui §00,000

Nlitoracy

I Op. cit,, 107. In 1929, 40 per cent of the villages of the province had a
credit s?:%iety. e & P

2 p. 165,
3% Co-op. Soe. Rpt. {1931), 29,

¢ Thid, 30, In 1933, Mianwali had 437 socielics with about™30,000
members, while Jullundir had over 1,000 soclelies witk about, 55,000 membiag,
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men, of whom only one in seven can read and write, Some connot
even count. In 1931, an officer was inspecting a bank in a large
village in Shehpur. He asked a member who owed the society
Rs, 362 whether he knew how much 62 was. He was tald it
was 20 times 2 plus 5, and going on from member to member he
found that only two out of the fourteen present knew it was
"60plus 2’, It can be understood that when it comes to co-opera-
tive purchase and sele, enterprise is severely limited by the general
inability to read and write. Accordingly, to all the arguments
commonly advanced in favour of primary education we may add
the argument, which every co-operator will endorse and many bave
already put forward, that it is indispensable to the progress of
Co-operation. And if anyone doubts the importance of this, let
him remember the now familiar dictum of the Royal Commission
on Agriculture that ‘ if Co-operation fails, then will fail the best hope
of rural India ' !

And there is another argument which the times suggest.
Since the war the world has definitely shrank, and in many public
maiters common standards are emerging. In the
field of education, the accepted standard for civilized
countries is that all should be able to read and write, and if India
locks beyond her borders, she can hardly ignore the example of
Russia, the one country in Europe whose conditions are comparable
with her own. Even before the war Russia was well ahead of her in
education,* but as recently as 1920, 60 per cent of her male, and
70 per cent of her female population were still illiterate, Now,
however, 1he percentage is said to be less than 703 There may be
exaggeration in this, and it is not clear what exactly literacyIneans :
some things, too, are taught which would be repugnant to both
English and Indian sentiment.t But it is credibly stated that now
almost all children attend schoot for at least thres or four years.S
Compared with this, India with less than 1o per cent of her popula-
tion literate, stands completely out-distanced. It is true that
India's population is more than iwice the size of Russia’sf but
neither this nor climatic conditions account entirely for the difference.
Russia has come to regard illiteracy as a disease and has set herself

Russia

1 Rpt, of the Royal Commission, 450.

4 In 1913, 40 per tent of the population were literate (Sherwood Eddy,
The Challange of Russia (1931), 124).

3 Maurice Hindus, The Great Offensive (1933), 186, R

+ For instance, every teacher is obliged to give auti-religious instruction
(W. H, Chamberlin, Notes published by Friends Service Counci, Jamuary
1932},

l Hindus, op. cit, i .

6 11 1031 the population of lndia was 353 millions: now (xg 4) it
probably exceeds 360. The populafion of the U.S.S.R. is about 170 millions,
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to retnove 1, ot whatever cost, in the shottest possible space of time,
But India coutinues Lo see il as an inherited wedness and s not
too discontenied if some small improvement i repistered each
decade,  The last decade the improvement egistered was o lite
over 1 per cent I*
In the Lonjab, in 1y32, the populstion inereased by over
300,000, 20d in 1932-3 the number of huys at school decrensed by
over 42,000, The Punjub Government atiributes this
The Pumied 15 {wa causes—ihe economic depression aod ¢ the
unshakable apathy of the average villager'3 Theve can be no
question gbout ihe depression—in bolh Rohtak and the Nili Bar we
fonnd it at worki~bui atler my iwo tours, I cannut altogether
subscribe to the latter. Apathy can of course be found, especially
where ihe teaching is bad and the master holds aloof frum the
village. But the 1,400 miles I rode lefl me with the strong impres-
sion that the peasant now wants cducation for lis hoys; not
simply that thoy may get Government service, 1hough this is a
poweriul jure, but also that they may learn, as was often said, ‘to
tise and sit down’ and * to become human beings '3
Edueation, however, will be but & Grook gilt if it continues,
as a4 prasent, Lo estrange boys from ficlds and home,  This again is
a commonplace, and T epeat it only because my tours
ﬁﬁ‘&f"d have bronght it vividly Tome o nie and suggest one
or two posgible remedios,  Before mentioning these,
it ig only fair 1o poinl ont that in the last ten years greal cfforts
bave been made by the Punjab Heuealion Depurtment o give a
more rural character to village education,  One of the first and bhest
measwr(® to be laken in this direction was to give o mmulor of
Sacondary schools a small farm or garden plot for the boys to
cultivate® Though they vary in utility, they are often o valugble
addition to school life, as was shown by the one we saw near Tarn
Taran? The latesi development in the smmbe direction is the
teaching, in vernacular Middle schools, of agriculture, village sanita-
tion, and rurel economics, all in their simplest forms, under the
general head of Rural Science.?

* From 82 10 9§ per cent of the population aged five yems or more.
For the whole population the hteracy percentage is only 8 (Census of India,
vol, 1, pt. 1, 324+5)-

2 Health Admin. Bpt., 1932,

3 Po. Edug. RfL., 2.

4 pp. 173, 21L,

$ po3x: of P 1740 we came npon apathy tao (p, 82).

: In 2933 there wete 87 farm and 104 garden plots (ind., 10).

. 87
3 1bid,, 17.
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. Inspite of farm and garden plat, I found a general consensus of
opinion, shared in one case by schoolmasters,® that though the
primary and vernacular middle course may have no bad effect,
the Anglo-vernacular Middle school tends to dissociate boys from
the land, and that the High school is ' the boycott of the land’.?
My first conclusion, therefore, is that, though education is indispens-
able for the peasant, it should not, in the case of most, go beyond
the vernacular Middle. Some good judges would go further.
Believing that the process of disiniegration begins in the sixth class,
they would restore the five-class Primary school and make that the
natura] term for the ordinary village boy.3

In a recent book Sir George Anderson and Dr, Whitehead speak

of ‘ the enslavement " of the Indian student, and they wonder why
50 many boys who once showed ‘ brightness, intelli-

Wontal slavery gence and initiative, have become shrouded’ by it ;
why, too, ‘they depend so much on ihe dicfated notes and on
.~ memorized information, and why they have so limited and so
material an outlook on life that an appointment to some minor post
in Government service has become 1o the large majority the be-all
and the end-all of university education.S If a mere layman may
judge, there are at least three reasons for this, The first, and
perhaps the most important, is the one nated on p. 7o—that English
is used far too much as a medium of instruction. However well or
ill this may suit the urhan mind, it is utterly unappropriate to the
peasant mind, as anyone who has tried to interpret it will under-
stand, The second is one given by & witness before the Lindsay
Commissiont in 1930-1. The poverty of the average student, so
he seid, makes him try to pass an examination in th&"shortest
possible time.® Fducation in India is cheap enough, but the figures
given on pages 173 and 213 read with thoss on pages 268-g show the
kind of pressure that peasani boys may be subject to, and it is a
further argument for not encowraging them to go beyond the
vernacular Middle unless unusually intelligent, The third reason
requires special emphasis, for its importance is not perhaps
sufficiently recognized, My journal shows that the average high
school hoy is often under-nourished and over-worked. To pass his
exasninations, he must do three or four hours’ home-work a day, and
holiday tasks tend to be so severe that a boy we met in Jhelum had

1p. 3L,

*p3i:cf p 88,

3 The Pumary school now has four classes
4 Christian Education w India, 1932, 36,
5 Thid,, 20.

6 Ihd., 17.
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1o do neasly fifty homy' work in a ton doys’ Christmas holiday.?
And all 1his has to be endured at that most ditficult Hme when boys
are passing [rom childhood {0 advlescence, Can wo wonder that
they often bring a fagged or ‘ enslaved * brain to college, and that
they have little time or inclination to lond a hand in couriynrd or
field, and that they rarely ihink it possible to return 1o the land,
As to the last, it is not only ihoi they are afiaid, apparently with
reason, of being regarded as failures,? but eight yeavs of schooling
and coddling al home lcave them unable to endure Jaborious days
nnder a bot sun,3 ¢ When it is hot, they fear for their health and
run off to Delhi,’ was the ironic comment made in Rohtakt Very
differently are things managed in a peasant country like Austris,
where holidays really are holidays and boys as & matter of course.
help their parents in the field.
The consequence of this divorce between the secondary school
and the land is that districts in which such schools abound are full
. of unemployed half educated zemindars, This was
&:g:“:‘::ﬁfg mentioned on my frst tour,$ and a few more cases
may perhaps be given. A landlord I met in 1932
told me that he had nine sons, Lo all of whom haiad glven some kind
of education. Two had passed the middle standard, 4wo more had
matriculaied, and one was a B.A.  Only two oul of the nine were
employed, and of the rest only one was enllivaling, though the
father had x50 acres of colony land in addition o land in his own
village. As the B.A, son said—' We ore too ambitjous” Three
days later, T met a B.A, studenl who told me that his father was a
Subedar Major with 140 acres of good colony land, and that he was
one of Bven sons, all of whom were more or less edlucaled. None
of them had a job, and none of {hem cultivates, ‘I have no
tendency towards cultivation,’ he said, and apperently his brothers
had no ‘ tendency * either: they were too dignified, In result the
Subedar Major has to support not only his seven song but also their
eight children. One more case. I was sipping an early morning
cup of tea in the compound of a rest house near the Indus when I
noticed at a little distance a servant of the rest house eyeing me
uncertainly and holding something crumpled in his hand, Afraid
to approach, he seemed rooted to the ground, until I made a motion
with my hand, when he ran towards me. Heavily dressed, but all
his clothes old, discoloured, crumpled, and worn, and his puggaree
twisted Joosely about an unbrushed head, he presented me with the
1 1&59: cf. p. Bz,
2 Cf.p, 88,
3 pp- 31, G9.

4 p.174 ¢ of. 265,
H %usticus, 3582 cf. p. 243 supra.
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following petition in English: ‘I am a poor water-carrier and in
this poverty I got my son educated up to B.A. . . . I approach
your goodness with the request for employment and hape you will
be kind enough to do something for us poor people and thus lift us
from the filthy life we are obliged to lead’ How human! Yet
once more education had been no boon, These cases explain the
remark made in a recent Education Report that the decline in the
number of boys in middle and high schools is partly due ‘to a
growing consciousness among the peasaniry that the education
imparted in schools leads nowhere ' Tt is some consolation for
this decline that four-fifths of it has taken place in the secondary
stage of education.?

If primary education is indispensable to the peasant and higher
education ‘ leads nowhere’, is it fair either {o the many for whom

there is no school near at hand or to the few who go
Beduction of  through high school and college, at heavy cost to
:Z%ﬁg:g a1 themselves and the State, to spend so much more
sducation upon secondary and collegiate education than upon
primary ? In 1933, 186 lakhs were spent upon the

former, and only 38 upon the latter3 It is not suggested that the
whole of the 186 lakhs should have been spent upon primary schools,
but actually, had it been done, it would have been possible to educate
neatly 2 million more boys, for the annual cost of educating & boy
in a primary school is only Rs. 10, Compare this with Rs. 44 for
the high school, Rs. 177 for an Arts College and Rs. 571 for a
Professional College.d In a province where less than o pet cent of
the population is literate, such figures smack of disproportion. In
Russia, the palicy is now  to raise {the whole mass * as far as f2sources
permit, and when this has been done, to * try to find the resources to
push the best of the masses to a higher level '4  Germany has gone
even further, University students there rose from 63,000 in 1911
to »235,000 in 1931, and, asin India, the increase is attributed in part
to * the social ambitions of parents who made every sacrifice that
their sons might rise to be officials or professional men and avoid
the stigma of ordinary work *.S  This year, therefore, admissions to
the university have been limited to 15,000 ; and correspondingly,
il is proposed to divert a large number of children ‘from the
secondary schools into practical trades’S In this, India and
Germany would seem to be on all fours, and if the German policy

1

i

3 b, Educ. Rpt., 45, Overhead and certain other chaiges amounting
o 56 lalths have not been taken into account.

+ Wicksteed, op. ctit,, 169,
$ The Tunes, 29 Dec. 1033,
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were followed, a large sum would be available for the extension of
primary eflucalion.
Tis extonsion on o large scale is so necossary and yot, {inancially,
presents 8o formidable a problem that every possible means of
economy must be considered.  One sugggests itself at
ggf‘::mm once.  Ina couniry where most build and repair their
own houses, it scems unnecessary that Governmend
ghould undertake the responsibility of providing and repairing school
bouses. In Palestine, if a villige wants a school, it must provide
both land and buildings, or their cost.® The same policy should
surely be followed in India, and when one remembers the enormons
sums spent by Robtak villages upon mosque and club,? expenditure
which bas its parallel all over the Punjab, therc seems nothing
fantastic in theidea. Already amongst Sikhs, when a I{halsa schoo]
is {0 be built, the Sikhs living in the neighbourhood contribute part
of the manual labour required, digging the earth, preparing and
carrying the clay, and lifting the bricks. And very recently a Sikh
correspondent wrote: ‘ Just at this time a hostel is being built,
and T have seen parties of villagers from far and near doing every
kind of labour at it, each village serving for three days and ronning
their own {ree kitchen. Lach parly was complete in itself, com-
prising carpenters, builders, and hand labourers- avorkers of both
goxes and of all ages” This is the spiril to he harnessed Lo the
education of the pruvinee,
Que minor ccovomy suggesled by my tours way alsa be
mentioned. I have been surprised to find walertnen employed by
- schools where waler could be had close by, The
&om';:;“ explanation was that the drawing of water was con-
sidered inconsistent with the dignily of edueation!
This, too, in & counlry where water is the first essential of Jife. One
thinks of the days when one had to stagger up a sleep flight of
stairs with a 1ub of steaming hol water for some older boy's Faih,
One thinks, too, of the western Punjab where the village waterman
hardly exists ; and also of the Training School at Moga described
on p. 107 where (apart from two gardeners) a single servant, a
sweeper, is etployed for 130 boys.3

Influence of the Army
In the village there are three important educational influences
at work. With two of these, the co-operative society and ibe
school, we have now dealt. The third is the army, and for the

general purposes of life it is perhaps the most educative of the three.
¥ Agcertained locally.

2 g& 176-8,
3 Anderson and Whitehead, op. cit., 100,
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At most of our gatherings the livest and best informed minds were
ﬂ‘xose of the soldiers. The soldier’s horizon is not bound by his
_vﬂlage,in many cases, since the war,not even by India; and nowhe
is always langht to read and write. If all young men had to go
through the army, there would soon be an end of illiteracy. But
the army does much more than {each the peasant to read and write,
It increases his self-respect and his sense of duty and truth; it
teaches him to control his passions—soldiers are not often mixed
up i murders—and to keep step with others; also such useful
habits as bathing daily, wearing clean clothes and keeping fit. It
has been said of the Russian army that it is ‘the peasant’s
university ’,* and the same may altmost be said of the Indian. On
the material side its influence is equally striking, as we saw again
and again on tour? It has brought prosperity to whole tracts and
in many areas has greatly mitigated the severity of ths fall in prices.
First and last, therefore, it is one of the Punjab’sgreatesi advantages
that two-thirds of the Indian Army are recruited within itsborders.
But nothing is perfect, and the influence of the army has its
weak points, One is that in increasing self-respect it magnifies izzat,
Ioxah amd and in India izzat has an awkward way of making a
thrifs man stand in his own light? I can think of two
neighbouring {ribes, one of which has much closer
{ies with the army than the other. The men of the one will not put
their hands to many forms of labour cheerfully undertaken by the
men of the other; such as plying ponies for hire, working in the
quarries, or going out as masons, and the difference is not simply
one of necessity, On the other hand, the men of the more martial
tribe are more straightforward and dependable, less inctned to
exiravagance and show, cleaner in their honses, and thriftier.
Thift is one of the lessons that the army is beginning to teach, and
it provides both the opportunity and the need; the opportunity,
becasse it pays its men so well ; and the need because, to keep its
men fit, it is obliged to give them a higher standard of living than
most of them enjoy in their homes, and without thrift they cannot
hope to maintain it on the expiry of their service. The best way of
encowraging thrift in the peasant is to give him a co-operative
society, and a certain number of regiments have started societies
accordingly, with such satisfactory results that it is surprising that
more have not followed their example.*

T Wicksteed, op. cit., 95.

2 Cf, pp. 51, 84.

8 Cip s0. .

+ ' The small group of Army societies continue to do well, and considerable
sums have been accumulated’ (Co-alp. Sos, Rpt. (1033}, 47). Some regiments
hgve compulsory savings funds, which serve the same purpose i part.
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Another weak point is that when (he soldive relurng o hi
village, he cammol comprie with the ordivary peasamt in hard
’ sustained work through the heat of a bot weather day.
i:lﬂdlm:fm "We work day and nighl..hut he weeps at the work;’
is the kind of thing thal is freely said in the village?
not perbaps withont a touch of envy by those who note the soldier's
higher standard of living and his somewbal lower standard of work,
In spite of the hardships that he has doubiless bome in Lent and field,
the soldier at the end of his seven years' service is sometimes lempled
to employ another to work under him or, if he is an olficer, to let out
his land to tenants. I was al some pains to discover whether he
tack more readily to improved methods of caltivation {han the
ordinary peasant, and my conclusion is that, though there is nothing
to choose between sepoy and peasant, there is a type of officer,
energetic, intelligent, thrifty, and often much {ravelled, who is keen
to improve his farming and ready to make experiments, My journal
mentions three such, two of them Muslims, and ihe third a Sikh Jat,
who is one of the best co-operators in the province and leads in all
progressive enlerprise.  Such inen are the sall of the countryside.
Of much the some type wore a group of Jat Sikhs met near Tarn
Taran, who were doing two Lhings often considered derogalory by
the zomindar—keeping poulley wnd growing vegotables, * We saw
very good men growing them in France, and the thought came 1o
us—why s it shame (o grow them here? " The war killed mony
splendid men from the Punjab, but in widening the minds of hose
who served abroad and returued iL gave the province something of
value {0 balance its loss. Tt has even helped Lo introduce o new
humant*y into village life, * Before the war,’ said the grizaled
Caplain we met at Beri, * women had no izzat and men heal them
with shoes, but now beating is stopped and a woman has two snnag'
worth of izzal.t
The inflnence of the army for geod might be elmost asgront
with women as with men, if the opporiunities offered by the existence
Taf of married quarters were used o the full. These are
women 1" regularly inspocted and those who live in them are
obliged to keep them clean. For women who come
from the eastern half of the Punjab, this is a useful lesson, but even
more useful are the lessons 1o be learnt in regard Lo health. This
work has begun, and soldiers’ wives are realizing for the first time
what clean midwifery means and haw much they have to learn in the
care of themselves and their children, That this is appreciated by
their husbands is shown by two cases. In one Sikh regiment, the

¥ p.2g: of p. 67, 3p. Bg.
* pp. 42, 71, 85. + . 186,

+
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sepoys began sending for their wives to have their babies in the
regimental lines under expert medical aid instead of in the village
with only the untrained midwife to look after them; and the
ex-officers were 30 much impressed by what they saw, when they
revisited the regiment, that of their own accord they subscribed
Rs. 100 towards {he work, In another cantonment, the Indian
gunners refused at first to have a dispensary for their women, bul
hearing of its advantages from other units, they decided to subscribe
regularly to its cost. Nearly all units now have provided some
kind of medical aid for their women and children, and it generally
takes the shape of a small dispensary served by a medically-trained
woman, who is shared by all the units in the cantonment. Since,
however, Government accepts no responsibility for the health of its
soldiers’ families, such funds as can be raised must be spent upon
providing medical aid rather than on welfare work, and in 1932 only
five cantonments had health workers. Two of them, Jhansi and
Mardan, ‘are enthusiastic as to the benefit,”? and this is easily
understood, since, ultimately, welfare work is more important than
curative.

But the work, like all village reconstruction work, cannot ge
on without funds, and where are they to come from? At present
Pinanca they are obtained from regimental funds and soldiers’

contributions, and to a lesser extent from the Indian
Red Cross Society,® but they are entirely inadequate for their
purpose. Little can be expected from the Army Department, for
i is always being pressed to reduce its budget. On the other hand,
most Provincial Governments are anxious to improve rural con-
ditions, end it is becoming increasingly clear that real impfovement
musi, begin with the home, But it is very diffienit for any Govern-
ment to penetrate the home. Education provides the best means,
but it touches only the young, and if the older are left to themselves,
th&M is danger of the young not being able to get their way with the
old and of a gulf opening between the two, and even of the school
displacing the hame. The village Health worker provides another
means, bul she warks at a disadvantage compared with a bealth
worker in a cantonment. She has to deal with homes scaltered over
a whole tahsil or district, and must spend much time and money in
getting from one place to another. In a cantonment, the families
to be assisted live close together, and the atmosphere with its
mixture of military discipline and nowvel ideas is more favourable.
to change than that of the village. Seed sown there is more likely
to take root, and when the women go back to their homes they can

* Indsan Red Cross Socsety Rpt. (1932), 38.
¢ Tbid., 37.
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be refied upon to broadeast it amungst their neighboms in o way
that no Health worker can do, T believe that money spent in 1his
way would be twice as productive as money sped on more conven-
tional lines, T suggest, therefore, Lhat all Provincial Governmengg
should subscribe to the welfare work of the Aumy in proportion to
the number of men serving in it from their pravinees; and to
encovrage the men themselves to subsctibe more freely, the grants
might well bear some proportion to the amount subseribed, subject
to such maximurn as may be necessary for budget purposes,

Politics

¢ The best laws,’ soys Aristotle, * will be of no avail unless the
young are trained by habit and cducation in the spirit of the
The Puzjsb constitution.” With less than 1o per cent literate it
was not to be expected that the peasant would
understand much about the constitution of government, My tours
suggest that he understands very liltle indeed beyond the limiis
of his district.” Amongst those who at o village meeting normally
squat on the ground only ‘ one or half & one’ had any clear idea of
the higher powers, and few could even differentinie between
Governor and Viceroy, Hardly anyone had heard of anyihing so
novel as a Minister, and no oue had more than the haziesl notinns of
his functions. ‘ They are made by our voles: we have no know-
ledge what they do,"* is about as far as anyone conld go.  And minds
were cqually blank aboul Council and Assembly. Yol when I made
my second tour, the Reform scheme had been in operation for len
years., As 1o voles, they are commonly given on personal or tribal
grounds, without reference to political questions, and, as we saw
in the last chapter, woman's indluence may be the deciding factor.
And since candidates must usually be men with long purses--a, seat
on the Legislative Council will often ¢ost Rs. x0,000 or even 2g400
(£x,500)4—il follows that the peasant has little chance of election.
A special obligation, therefore, rests with the larger landowner
1o guard his interests,s

* See 11, 13, 27-0, 52, 143, 239, and cf, Rusiscus, 309, 314.
2
. 29,

3 p. 288,

4 A member of the Punjeb Legislative Councll is teguﬂ.ed 1o, have
admitted in Council having spent Rs. 28,000 on his election (Civil & Military
Gasetie, g March 1932),
3 The pasition would not ap%ear to be very different in Bombay judging
livy a letter written by Mr, R, G. Gordon (I.C.S. retived) and published in The
imes of 5 May 1034, In 1931 he examined 300 voters of all classes individu-
ally in o Bombay district, and found that onlﬁ' 30 knew of the existenge of the
Bombay Legislative Council, and only 10 knew anything of its functions,
Compare the very similar experiment described on p. 239,
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This was the position three years ago, and my recent enquiries
do not suggest any great change. In the poarer tracts still almost
no interest is {aken, and this is even the case in the country round
Delbi. One who knows it well says that the go per cent or more who
wear dhotis" and seldom visit a town know nothing of politics, and
that the few who occasionaily ‘ put on trousers’ to visit one know
just enough ‘ to suit their requirements’. In the central Punjab,
where high schools are much in evidence and communications good
and there is often a large sprinkling of returned emigrants, people
are beginning to listen to political talk, sometimes to their hurt, as
we saw in Amritsar, where in 1930, when the civil disobedience
movement was at its height, five or six Sikh villages got into trouble
for not paying their land revenue.* Very few daily newspapers
penetrate to the village—this need not be regretted—but their
contents are often read out to those who are unable to read, and as
interest increases, this practice will no doubt spread. Meanwhile
the motor bus, which sometimes penetrates further than the news-
paper, is breaking down mental as well as physical barriers.

Though the peasant as a whole is indifferent to politics, if some
question arises which touches his life at a sensitive point, interest
Mr Gapant T8y suddenly quicken, or even flare. Land revenue

and water rate arouse universal interest, and the fall
in prices has been the subject of constant discussion and often of
strong feeling, An instance of this is given on p. 29, and a year
later, when I asked a large gathering of zemindars on the banks of
the Indus, whether they had heard of My, Gandbi, their replies came
like a spatter of bullets. 'How should we not have heard?’
' He has ruined us.’ ‘It is he who prevents our grain befhg sold.’
‘I we cannot pay back the money-lender’s loans, it is his doing.’
‘We want nothing from Gandhi-ji, and so forth. This is typical
of the Muslim west and north. Elsewhere, too, there are many who
geifMnely believe that the economic depression is due to the civil
disobedience movement, and it must be confessed that in 1930,
when this deplorable movement was at its height, there was some
justification for the view, Personally Mr. Gandhi is regarded by
many Muslim peasants with respect, and in the east often with
admiration, and by Hindu and Sikh he is revered (to quote a well-
informed correspondent) * in the remotest village and in the smallest
household’. The general fecling was well expressed by the Hissar
money-lender who said : ¢ Our wisdom cannot reach as high as his.'s

t Skirt worn by Hindus,

2 g 83.

3 Cf,p. 8,

4 See p. 83, n.4.

5 pon4T.
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But it is as Mahatma or saint, and vot as a political leader, that he is
revered or admired.
Jadging from certain reports ihat came {o the notice of the
writer in 1932, conditions in other parls of India would not appear
. to difler much fiom those in the Punjab.  In Madrag,
Tudia less than 10 per cent weae reporied Lu take any inlerest
in the civil disobedience movement and in the measures taken {o
combat it, and in Bengal and the Central Provinces, the peasantry
wera desctibed as completely indifferent to politics and wanting only
to be left in peace. About the same time Sir Daniel Hamillon, whe
has shown his sympathy with the Bengal peasant in characleristically
practical fashicn by organizing an estate of many thousand acres on
co-operative lines, wrote: ‘I spend my winters amung the paddy
fields of Bengal, but among my g,000 people I know not one who
cares a paddy siraw about votes.” There are two reasons for this
indifference. One is that nearly all the questions agitated in
newspapers and Council are remote from ihe peasant’s daily life
or iouch it so indirectly that the connexion is not apparent to the
uneducated mind, The other gocs deeper,  Writing in 1906, Lowes
Dickinson said that his study of democracy ‘ had convineed him
that it was a menace o the poor rather than to the rich, hecanse
the rich have ithe intelligence and the lefsure to manipulate the
political machine, whereas the poor are too inexperienced and too
much occupled in the struggle for exislonee ¥ or, as the peasant
puts it himsolf, in filling his belly. It iy for the political scientist {o
say whether this view of democracy s irue or nust, but it is clearly
one that should be pondered by all whose business il is 1o re-shape
the conBtitution of India and who care for {he prasant ; and as one
of the latter, I venturo to urge that amongst the many who are at
present compoting for protection and safeguard, there is none with
stranger claim than the peasant.

Reconstruclion—Ways and Means

It is the peasant’s financial interest thal roquires special
protection. In regard to this, three propositions may be laid dawn ;
- o firstly, that government should be carried on as
dlates “®®  economically as possitle ; secondly, that of the money

raised by taxation the peasant should get the full
share o which he is entitled by his numbers and his needs ; and,
thirdly, that until there is a substantisl rise in prices, he should not
be required, either directly or indirectly, to pay more than he has

* E. M, Forster, Goldsworihy Lowss Dickinson (1934), 90.
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paid in any of the last three years' for the general purposes of
government,

No one is likely to dispute the first of these propositions. Vet
who with any knowledge of village life could not point out some
substantial economies that could be made to the peasant’s advantage
and without prejudice 1o the public good? One or two examples
have already been given, and athers could be added, but the con-
ditions under which this book is necessarily written forbid this,
One generally accepted fact may, however, be emphasized : demo-
cratic government on western lines is expensive government, If,
therefore, it is to be introduced into a poor country like India, it is
the bounden duty of all concerned to reduca the cost wheraver
possible and of the comparatively few who are fortunate enough
to hold a public post, whether high or low, to be content with the
market wage for their services, and in return to give full measure to
those they serve. The idea of service for the common good is as
much an Indian as an English ideal* but there are many public
servants who forget that they are the servants of the public, If
only the majority would remember this and act accordingly, no one
would gain more than the peasant.

One way in which he would gain is indicated in the journal3
Another may be suggesied by the following conversation, which I
had not long ago with a young Sub-Assistant Surgeon,
who was in charge of a rural dispensary in the hills,
and I repeat it because it illusirates a common mental attitude
amongst officials (there are many exceptions), which prevents the
peasanti getting full value for the taxes thel he now pays with such
difficulty.

* Do you tour much in these hills ? * I asked.

* I never tour unless anyone sends for me.’

‘ And does that often happen ? '

¢ Hardly ever : the people are ioo poor. Only one person is
rich enough to pay the fees.’

¢ But do you only go when you are paid ?’

‘ Yes, that is the rule.

* Surely, there must be many in these hills who are too ill to
come to the dispensary ? ’

‘ A true word, but in that case someone comes for medicine
and Brings a list of those who want it, and I send it to them."

* But do you never go and see them in their villages ?*

Service

7 In these years he has been granted substantial remiscions of taxes,
seep. 225,13,
2 C:? P 237,
1 p, 215
224



338 RECAPITULATION AND RECONSTRUCTION

* There is no order,

* Then do you attend only those who come to see you ?*

¢ Yes, that is the rule,  No ome ever tours.’

* But could you nol do great good, if you visited the villages
round 7 When we tour, many bring the Memsahib their sick,'

* Yes, there are many sick, but Lhere is uo rule that one should
see them.’

* In ihese things should you look Lo Lhe codes for your rules?
There must 2lso be times when you are dull and have too little to do,’

‘ Yes, often. Last year I got leave, but this year I shall have
to stay.’

‘ Then why not amuse yourself by visiting = village every day
or every other day. You would get exercise—ate you not getting
a little fat 7—and keep fit, and time would pass quickly, and your
heart would be happy.’

‘ It is a good plan, and I will do it.’

‘If you do, all the people will bless you and weep when you
leave.’

The story requires only one comment, Though he did not
tour, the Sub-Assistant Surgeon was popularly regarded as a good
doctor,  Solittle does the village oxpect of the ordinary Government
servant,

The second praposition will alsv be readily aceapled fu Lheory,
but there is aven more danger of its being ignored in practice,  One

thinks of the enormuuy subsidies made fu the past to
The peasant's the sleel indusiry, at ono time groater than the total
sharo of the  gmount spend. by all Governments in fndia, Central
e and Provincial, on the agriculiural development of the
comniry,” and of the large sums speni upon secondary and collegiate
education, from which the townsman hag henefited much more than
the peasant. The peasant's numbers alone would justify two-
thirds* of the revenues of the country being spent upon him, awdshis
needs, viewed from any modern standpoint, give the claim irresistible
force. India might well adopt Turkey's new motto: ‘ The Master
of this country is the Peasant,’

If it did so, there would be no danger of the ihird proposition
being violated; namely, that not one anna more shonld be taken from
Hia it of the peasant for the general purposes of government
taxation than has been taken in any of the last ihree Years,

If anyone doubts the truth of this, let him study the

* Peasant (second editlon), 176.

. 2 In India, iLfier cent of the population live by ihe ¢ exploitation of
bnimals and vegetalion’ (Cemsus, 276). In the Punjab, the corregponding
Percentage is 634 (Punjab Consus, 214).

3 Ses article in THe Timos, dated 28 October 1933.
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figures given on pp, 268-9 and 349. That the peasant has so far
struggled through the economic depression without actual collapss
is because, on the one hand, he has drawn upon his reserves and
reduced his standard of living, and because, on the other, Govern-
ment has remitted large sums of Jand revenue and water rate and
the money-lender has not pressed him unduly for the repayment of
his loans. But now his reserves are largely exhausted, and his
standard of living cannot be reduced any further without impairing
his energies. In considering fresh taxes, too, it must be remembered
that in the field of taxation * agriculturists are compelled to accept
the conditions imposed on them : they cannot pass on to others the
burden of the charges they have to carry ’}

Yet * the people’s needs, not their tongues, do loudly call>. In
the Punjab, only 10 per cent of the males (aged five years and over)
, ,. can read and write and less than 2 per cent of the
ns:;: People’s  fomples, and in the case of boys the number at school

is not only not keeping pace with the increase in the
populaiion, but is actually declining. So, too, with members of
agricultural credit societies® In the field of agriculture, little
progress can be expected untl holdings are consolidated, and
though, as we have seen, almost miraculous results have been
achieved through Co-operation, only about 500,000 acres have been
consolidated since 1921, when the work began, and there are
millions more to be done. In the sphere of health, one need only
recall the 200,000 mothers in India who die every year in childbirth
and the 179 infants out of every x,000 who die in the Punjab before
they complele their first year$ One of the country’s most crying
needs is more wamen doctors, yet in the Punjab accommodition for
medical students is so limited that every year ‘more and more
women candidates find it difficult to secure admission’. The
Punjab Government admits that a separatc medical school for
wdii®n should be established as soon as possible, but says nothing
abaut the provision of funds; and in regard to another proposal,
of equal importance to women, it writes—* The scheme for the
provision of a women’s hospital at every district headgquarters
and of a section for women at most of the tahsil headquarters
hospitals is unlikely for financial reasons, io be reslized for 2
very Jpug time.’s

¥ League of Natons, op. cif., vol. i, 62.

% Co-pp, Soc. Rpt. (1933), 25.

3 pp. 202, 245.

4 pp, 281, 311, In Bubsh India, m 1930, the number was 181,

3 Hospatals Rpt. (1932), 243 In India, in 1931, medical colleges contamed
only 235 wﬁomen students (O*Malley, India's Soctal Herstage (1934), 165).



340 RECAPITULATION AND RCONNIRUGLIUN

Tt ds these ' financial reasons * which, sinee the fall in prices,
have brought nearly all reconstruetion procvsses o u standsiill,
, And considered in terms of Secretarial eodes and
f'hajuﬂle:‘:;a orthadox finance, they oppose an insupernble obwlacly
to development on any weale,  Yet development js
essential, if only to bring India into line with post-war standards
clsewhere, and with the great development that s being nttempted
in such different countries as Ilaly, Twkey, and Russia, The
example of Russia Is of particular moment, for in many ways its
counditions resemble India’s, and whalever one’s political views, one
must admit thel an immense effort is being made, greater than any
in history, to improve the conditions of life for over 100 million
peasants, Whether the effort will succeed or fail is not yet clear,
but meanwhile it is a challenge to all Governments that have to deal
with the problem of ignorance, poverly, and waste on a large scale to
bestir themselves to the utmost. In saying this, I intend no
advocacy of Russian method and pace. No true co-operator will
approve the sirong elemeni of compulsion so ruthlessly applied by
the U.S.S.R. to those who would take a line of iheir own ; nor will
anyone who knows ths peasant, or even human nature, belicve too
readily that men can be teformed in the mass by {ive-year plans,
What India needs is, firstly, a twenty-five year plan, backed by men
who have sludied the village and are prepared o * bring forth fruit
wilh patience’; and sccondly, a steady flow of money o fmance
the plan,

It is this Jast thal concerns us Dwere, The combination of
prolonged depression with necessary, but far too expensive,
politicaFreform makes the financing of any plan comttensturate wilk
the people’s nceds o matier of exceplional diffieulty,  All ways,
therefore, great and smell, musi be explored.  In dving this, T shall
confine myself mainly 10 the Punjab, since it is my tleme and the
sphere of my very Hmited knowledge, It will bo for those whertave
lmowledge of other provinees to say how far what follows can be
applied elsewhere,

My first proposal is one suggested by my tours, Again and
again we came across public works, cosling sometimes over

Rs. 10,000, which had been undertaken by villages on

Selhelpand  their own initiative and at their own cxpense:
self-taxation P

inking wells, tanks, mosques, temples, ¢lubs, and

even village lanes which had been paved.! These things were being

done by the peasant cheerfully for the simple reason that he wanted

them., The lesson is, when the peasant wants a thing sufficiently,

he is prepared to pay forit. If in the past he has not been prepared

T CL.pp.93, 165,176,178, In Jullnndur 7ovillages have paved their lanes.
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to pay for most of the beneficent activities of Government, it is
partly because Government has been willing to pay for them itself,
and partly because they have not always been in keeping with the
needs of the village.* Matters might be very different if, on the one
side, Government refused to pay for certain things (e.g. school
buildings) or bear more than part of their cost, and if, on the other,
the village were asked to pay only for schemes it wanted. One of
these is the consolidation of holdings. This work is of the utmost
importance to the agricultural development of the country and Lill
a year ago had been carried on at the expense of Government.
When prices fell, Government found itself obliged to reduce its staff,
and in time villages which wanted consolidation came to realize that
they might have to wait indefinitely if they did not pay part of the
cost. The result last year was the raising of Rs, 16,000> The
co-operative movement affords another and even better example.
One-third of its total anmmal cost, 154 lakhs, is borne by co-
operators3  One more ingtance may be given. In xg32, the Junior
Members of the Red Cross Society in the Punjab raised a lakh,
" mostly by sacrifice of their pocket money ’, to provide their poorer
class-fellows with medicines and spread information about health.4

My second proposal is a tax, not for the general purposcs of
Government, but for the special purpose of village reconstruction.

The tax suggested is a small cess un all wheat, cotton,
Ahmtl on. oilseeds, and gram despatched by rail from a Punjab
heat, 00O, market. An analogy for this may be found in {he

cess levied on cotton for the improvement of cotton
cultivation. Even if the cess were only one anna per bag in the
case of wheat, oilseed, and gram, and one anna a maund if'the case
of ginned cotton, it would probably yield over 1o lakhs a year,
This amount, less the cost of collection, should be ear-marked for
expenditure upon village reconstruction, and its allocation should
bé G0ne by a hoard on which every important village interest,
peasant as well as landowner, should he represented. The cess
proposed is so small that it would probably be carried by the
middleman, and even if he passed it on to the producer, the latter
would scarcely feel it.

My third proposal is also a tax, but one that affects the whole
of Ingia. From 1 October x93, to 30 June 1934, gold to the
value of 200 crores was exported from Indis. Had
this been sabject to an export tax of only 1 per cent,

* Cf pp. 157, 200,

3 Co-op. Soc. Rpt. (3933), 35. .

3 In 1932-33, Government contributed 10+ 39 lakhs, excluding the cost of
its consolidating staff (ibid., 3).

4 I'ndian Red Cross Socisty Rpt. (1932), 40

A tax on gold

228
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the yield would have Deen two eroves, and he whole of this
might most properly have heen sef asitle ot village reconstenetion,
since, if the Panjab isany guidy, most of iL probably coties fut the
village. Is it now too Jate to tap the stream? 1t i» slill fowing
strongly—s38 crores went in (he lust twelve months — and i may well
continue for anolher year or two. 1M so, u tax of r ur 4 per cent
might still yield a crore or two, und if this wera distributed according
to the origin of the gold,® the Punjuly would gol many lakhs,  The
tax would fall very lightly on the peasant, for, again judging by
the Punjab, he can have little guld left to gell; and so far as the
tax fell on the town-dweller, il could be regarded as 3 small sel-off
for the large sums spent upon him in the past,
My last proposel is more novel and can be explained only in the
briefest terms. In X931, I expressed the opinion that, if Government
could not find ihe funds to extend Co-uperation as
bny"‘fg::““"ﬁ” recommended by the Punjab Banking Enquiry
Commiitee, ihey should be borrowed.* This is not
a proposal that is likely to commend ilself to those who have been
trained in the Victorian school of finance, bul i is in line with the
new school of cconomists led by M. J. M. Keynes,  Acconding to
(he orthodox, aparl from the exigencies of war, horrowing by the
State is legltimale only for productive objects whicl will bring in a
direct and ascertainable return sufliclent 1o cover the interest charges
and repay the loan by a more or less fixed date.  Bul according to
the new school of cconomisls, it is also legilimaly to borrow for
productive schemes which may he expeeted to juercase the general
wealih of the countiry by more (hau the amount burrowed plus the
intorest Charges, even though the amounl of Lhe increase cannot he
accurately determined at the {ime of borrowing, This view is based
upon the general principle that no country's resources can be fully
developed without considerable expenditure by Government, and
thal development expendiiure should be mel onl of capital 20T hot
out of income. For the interest chatges aud for the repayment of
the Joan, if repayment by a fixed date is considered necessary,3 il is
sufficient o rely primarily upon the increased relurns that existing
taxes will yield under the operatjon of the new wealih created, and
to a lesser exient upon the increased tax-paying capacity of the
people. Whether a scheme for which borrowing is suggested is
likely to produce sufficient wealth of the type indicated is & matter

for expert judgement based upon careful enquiry into the prospects
of the scheme.

* Seep, 3al.
¢ Peasant, 263.
8 It 18 for consideration whether such a loan need be terminable.
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We may niow lake a concrete example to show what is meant,
Since the consolidation of holdings started in the Punjab, 1,741 new
walls have been sunk and 352 rescued from disuse, and in one village
the area under cullivation rose from 615 to 1,372 acres and the
annual land revenue from Rs. 2,059 to Rs. 2,938 For this village
at least it would have been legitimate, even according to the orthodox,
to borrow the sum required for consolidation. But in most cases
the return is less obvious, and in judging it an economist of the new
school would look much beyond the increase in land revenne. He
wotld consider the financial effects of consolidation not enly upon
the village but upon the neighbourhood. He would note the rise
in rents and wages, the income earned by those who sunk the wells,
ihe increase in the local shopkeepers’ sales due to the increased
purchasing power of their customers, and the addition o the income-
tax, and perhaps even to customs due to larger purchases of piece-
goods, Thebenefil to the Statefrom these different sources, in terms
of a single village, would of course be microscopic ; but it would be
very different if 10 million acres were consolidated. The benefits
of consolidation are now so widely appreciated that, granted the
necessary funds, there is no reason why this area should not be
consolidated in {wenty-five years ; and the whole might be done for
a crore, part of which would be contributed by the villages con-
corned.? The result would probably be to put the east of the
pravince on a different plane of living, perhaps even to change its
face ; for there would probably be an enormous increase in fruit-
growing, for which this region is admirably suited.

The same arguments may be used in supporl of a loan for
agriculiuralresearch, It isestimated that even at current‘prices the
improved varieties of cane and wheat discovered by the Agricultural
Department add 85 lakhs a year to the cultivator's incomte in the
Punjab 3 and if cotlon were included, the amount would exceed a
cr3ré® In ihe case of Co-operation, it is less easy to prove statisti-
cally that there would be a sufficient increase of wealth to justify
borrowing, But in the Punjab, where all good judges consider it a
capital asset of the greatest value, the strangest possible case could
be made out for it on general grounds. For, as we have seen, it is
the only sure way by which interest rates, which are higher than ever,
can bg lowered, compound interest abolished, and credit controlled.
And it is the best means of teaching the peasant the use of money,

x Cn-g& Soc. Rpt. (1933), 35. .

2 Yn the three years ending 1932-33, ¥95,000 acres have been consolidated
3t o cost of Rs. 1-14 per acre : this means that well over 3 million acres could
be consalidated for a crore, Actually, as the work proceeds, the cost per sore
should diminish, especially if the legislation now contemplated is passed.

3 Agricl. Rpt. (Punjab, 1932), 2, 5
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without which any return of puspetlly is likely Lo be eplemery),
The present position is that, fustead of followiy the recomnendp.
ton of the Ranking Enquiry Conmmittes, which (hev deseribed g
ihe most imporlant of all their recoummedations, namely, that
“every effort should be made to establish eo operative et in
every village fit and willing to bave o soviety within the shortest
possible perind compatible with safety’,! Government has reduced
its financial assistance to the movement by 2o per cent?  This is
hardly the way to deal wilh the dilficult question of debt,

The proposal to raise a reconsiruction loan is likely to he
condemned because it is novel and without precedent. Bul the
situation in India is also without precedent: a population of 360
millions, of which less than 1o per cont are literate, is ubout to
embark on the hazardous course of democracy andl self-government,
and meanwhile the depression has doubled the burden of debt and
reduced the standard of living to the pre-war level. In a sense,
precedent may almost be said 1o exist. In the perilous days of the
wat India contributed £xo0 millions {0 its cost withoul considering
too carefully how and when the loan would be repaid.  These days
too are not without their peril, for the world is full of explosive
forces and in the hearts of the peaple are yoarnings such as have
never been there before. A reconstiuction loau would have severn]
advaniages over the war loan. Tiirst and foremost, il would be
productive, Secondly, it would be an futernal loan and be mainly
spent in the country. Thirdly, it conld probably De raised at loss
than 4 per cent,? and, finally, it would give employment (o muny
idle mairicufates and gradustes. And one more point may he
urged, The moment is particularly anspicions for a iy constructive
effort. The changes contemplated in the political sphere detnnd
for their-success a cotresponding change in {he social and economic
spheres, and, if leadership is good, they might well provide the
necessary momentum, -

On the general aspects of roconstruction little need be said.
The salient poinis arc now clear : for example, the necessity of

{reating the village as a whole, 1he need for a wide
General aapects extonsion of primary education supported by welfare
of reconstruc- . . oy
tion. work in the home, and the impartance of continuity

i policy and effort. The Jack of continuity js one
reason why so little came of ihe effort made in Jhelurn,* and if the
effort made in Moga. has been more fruitful, it i3 because if was on

T Rpt (1930), 107.
2 Co-op, Soc, Bpt., 1933, 3.

3 The last Government loan wag floated (June 1 at 546 o cent.
4 See chapters {if and iv, v 934) 3t 305
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so modest a sdale that each Sub-Divisional Officer in twn found it
possible to continue it and do his ordinary work as well* The
appoiniment of a Commissioner for Rural Reconstruction should
mitigate the difficulty. As to other points, the importance of
Co-operation in the field of credit has been sufficiently emphasized.
In other fields it is also important, for in the future, as in the past,
some form of collectivism is likely to be needed to maintain the
integrity of village life. This is also a reason for developing the
panchayat, a measure which is strongly advocated in the journal.?
On two points the trend of the times suggesls the need for a
word of cagtion, On my first tour I wrote of the dangers of
Prosacands prgpaganda} In a world that has seen the rise of a
md"teﬁomg third great propagandist state, they are even greater
to-day than they were then. More akin to advertise-
ment than to teaching, propaganda should be used as sparingly as
possible and never as * dope’.  The Risaldar of Lilla was right when
he remarked that change ‘ will only last if it is in people’s hearts 4
For this teaching is the only way, and to be effective it must be the
teaching of the individual rather than of the mass. That time, and
money too, may be spent as fruitfully as possible, the natural leaders
of the people should be sought out in each tract and converted to
the new light, and at the same time they should be consulted as to
theold. Imetmany of them onmy two tours, and to see their work
was to realize the possibilities of the future. If instructed and
encouraged, they will provide the yeast that is needed 1o make the
new order rise out of the old. For in the long run it is personality,
nol authority, {hat tells, That is why the Army has an important
parl 1o play in village reconstrnction, It is the best schaol the
village has for the training and development of personality, and it
is in its power, if it will only use it, to enlist every man that passes
through its ranks in the new army required to fight the forces of
igmosance, prejudice, and waste.
The other point is pace. I have quoted the example of Russis,
more than once, and if I quote it again it is by way of ;va;nmfu
The pace there has been tremendous, and by
Pace of reform accounts it has led to the most appalling waste.S This
is one reason why a twenty-five and not a five-year plan is suggested.
t Seepp. 116-18. My, Brayne was only eighteen months in Jhelum and
his successor, a very junior officer, was there only a year, and for various
roasons—the Kashmir disturbances were a serious pre-occupation—he had
to give his whole tima to ordinary administzative work. The case shows how
difficult it is to aecure continuity of effort without some special organization.

2 pp. 142-43.
3 Rusticus, 157

4 7. 30.
5 g‘l'icksteed, ap. ¢it., 50} also cf. p. 201, 1.7
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Tt Look the best part of fwenty.five years (o establisat Co operation
in the Punjab,? amd it will take wnother fifleen years to glve
effect to the proposals of the Bankiug Enquity Conunitter,  Such
sueeess as has been achieved would not bave heen possible had the
pace been forced,  More than onee, iudeed, it heeame tou fast, and
each time it involved a step backwards and muel Tabour 1o set
- things right. In some paris of Indin there bns not been the same
diseretion, and partial collapse followed.  For reconstiuction a long
view is needed and great patience,?

On my last tour I asked many educated wen of village origin
whether they would rather live in the town or in the village, The

more sophisticated preferred the town on account of
%‘;“f"“’ its superior facilitics for schools, doctors, and soclety;
¢ and the less sophisticaled the village, claiming that it
was healthier and that the people, Lthough rougher, were simpler
and more straightforward. Religion, too, was less communal so
more genuine.  In the village, said one who loved his home,
“ there is simplicity and good fellowship (hamdardi), and one lives
with one's brotherhood. T have had {0 leave my children at home,
and I can be cerlain thal they will be cared for. T need nol even
have a watchman. In the {own this would be fnpossible.  There,
only the palice and the fire brigade look after you, and neighbours
do not come Lo your marriages, and when you div, only {he doctor
knows, In the village, neighbours take parl in everything, This
man understood the value of personal relationships, that they mean
more than the mere soclal contacts of the fown,  As o well-known
wriler says, ‘ Towns are excrescences, grey fluxions, where men,
hurrying 4o find one another, hiave lost thomselves,'

But there are iwo features which are apl to make village life
insupportable to the educaled, however unsophisticated he may he,
These are faction and dirl. Villages vary greatly in
both respects. In the east they are much dirtferdhan
in the west, and somelimes their statc suggesis a vast
dinghill4 On the other hand, in the west, when the caltle are

Faction and
dint

I The first society was registered in 1906,

2 I have szid nothing abouti the Rural Community Councils, for, with one
or two m?'anua , I heard litile that was good about any of them. A that
time they dependsd entirely upon such interest as the depuly commissionsr
was abls to take in them, and few deputy commissipners could spare much
time for them. They met very spasmodically and their proceegin '3 were
generally of the most 1gaﬂ\mci:ory character. The appointment of Mr, Brayne
a3 Commisgioner for Rural Recongtruction will no doubt put life inle them.

38 E, M. Forster, The Longest Journey, 336.

4 C{, p. Bg.
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tethered outside,* they are often clean and sometimes spotless. In
the east, too, clean villages are found side by side with dirty ones.
The problem, therefore, should not be insoluble.

Faction is more difficult to cope with. To what lengths it may
go we saw passing through Amritsar and the Salt Range3 There
men will murder their enemics in broad daylight, as they sleep at
their wells or plough in their fields. Fortunately, outside a few
unhappy tracts, it is only in 5 to 10 per cent of the villages where
men bite and devour each other openly and occasionally crack each
other's skulls, and in 20 to 25 per cent there is no faction at all.
In the remainder, it is as with most small societies where there is
too little breeding or charity: there is much backbiting but Little
open quartrelling. The smaller villages fare better than the larger,
where, to serve their own ends, ambitious rivals often form their
neighbours into parties ; and those fare best of all which belong to 2
good landlord, since it is an importani function of the landlord
everywhere to settle disputes. Much the worst are those where
some old feud leads 1o repeated murder and a continual standing on
guard. In considering how this should be dealt with in the Salt
Range, I suggested that the best remedy was a wide extension of
education, especially amongst girls4 But this will take time, and
as the problem is urgent, it is further suggested that a small com-
mitiee should be appointed to examine old feuds and fix such terms
or compensation as would end them. This was recently done in
Palestine, where feud and faction were even more destructive than
in the Salt Range, and it is claimed that the number of feuds was
greatly reduced.s

Throughout this chapter I have spoken of reconstruction. But
what the village needs is less to be reconstructed than to be recon-

ditioned. My journals will have been writtén in vain

l’i&&'ﬂ}fﬁ;m if they have not made it clear that in the Punjab the
i village is still a living organism, as full of wisdom as of
waste and as much illuminated by the old light as dny town is by
the new. Like the pipal tree that often guards its approaches, this
wisdom is deeply rooted in the soil of the past, and if it is not worm-
eaten by custom or withered by faction, it is the best guardian of the
village. By its side the wisdom of the new age is a mere sapling,
whiche has still to show that it can take root and stand up against
drought, dust-storm, and flood, Ifs weakness is that hitherto its

1 Rusticus, 219.

¢ Cf, pp. 52, 117, 151, 135,
3 PP 41, 45, 78, 8o, 95.

+ a7

5 Bentwick, op. cit., 176.
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nurscry has heen the town, wnd the soll wid ways of the town are
very differend. from those of the villige, 1t i to the villuge, there-
fore, that we must look for its ropencration, und o the peasant Lhat
we must go to ascertuin its needs nnd desives,  And il is the peasant,
too, whom we must inspire to plan und lead,  The twnsman may
be quicker, cleverer, smarter, ticher, but the peasant has one
advantage which outweighs all these. * He Tus the enconseious
depth of character of all who live and labuur much in the apen uir, in
constani fellowship with the great companions - with the earth angd
the sky and the fire in the sky."

¥ George Russell (A. E.), The National Being, 20,



APPENDIX

Nole on the One-Plough Holding (1934)

For some years the Punjab Board of Economic Enquiry has
been publishing the accounts of & number of farms in ten different
districts in the province.* The publications are amongst the most
interesting and valuable issued by the Board and contain carefully
recorded figures for both canal and welldrrigated land. For
purposes of comparison with those given for a rectangle of 25 acres
in Chapter XIT* and for a one-plough holding in Chapter XI1I3 the

figures for the 3 years ending 1932-3 may be stmmarized as
follows :—

Average estimated cash return per acrs
(' on the assumption that the whole land belonged to the cultivators and no
permanent labour was employsd ').4

Gross Net

Canal ' - Rs. ,
al-irrigated (178 acres held in 1033) .. v 33-13 13-14
Well-irrigated (432 acres held in 1933} .. o 35°14 13-2

Net return has been calculated by deducting Government and local
dues, customary payments to village servants, and out-of-pocket
costs of production (i.e. seed, implements, manure, casual labour,
and upkeep of bullocks), but nothing on account of the cultivator’'s
own labour,
« In comparing these figures with those given in the jCurnal two
points should be borne in mind: (a) the canal irrigated area does
not include any land in the Nili B&r; and (b) the figure® given on
pages 252-4 for gross income do not include fodder or cotton.s

e Thres years taken are all years of economic depression. The
figures for the two years before 1930-1 are much more favourable,
thus i— .

Net mcome per acre

Rs.
Canal-itrigated land (156 acres) .. v 2815
Well-mgated land (427 acres) .. L. 255

t See more especially Farm Accounts in the Punjab, 1932-3, published
in 1934

2 pp 223+4.

S PP, 252-4. i

4 1bid., p. xiii (figures for the Risalewals Farm excluded).

3 p. 252, 0.7, ~

8 Tnd , xiii.
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On this o family with a ong-plongh bolding eun j\:s{ meet the most
necessary demands ; but with the ineome per uere given above g
two-plough holding is needed, or sowe other souree of income sugh
as military service,  The tallin prices, in fact, would uppear 1o have
made it impossible for ihe one-plough holding o matter of only
6 or 4 acres in the case of well-ittigaled td and of 12 or 13 1n the
case of canal land to meet anything beyond (he barest nocessities of
a family, and it is doubtful whether it cau do even this® If corroct,
this is an important conclusion, since most of the cultivators in the
provinee have only one-plough huldings,* and current prices are if
anything lower than in 1931-2.3

! Acevrding to a rocent book (Tillmun, Peasant Furope, 1934) peasent
conditions in eastern and cantral Burope are as had if not worse ; for insfance,
in Poland and the Balkans ‘ the mosi popular form of negutiable currency ' is
egfs {(p: #%). Tven of Canada It wag saidd in 1031 ' AL the present level of

ces . . . thers is just avallable a bare subsistenco for ihe westermn
%u'mers’ {Economist, 18 April 1931).
2 p, 252,10, 2,

3 Wholesale harvest prices per maund bave ruled as follows {ibid., §):—

Wheat Gur Catton
American Country

Rs. Rs, R, Rs.
1928-g o . w46 6-2 13-2 10
1929-30 . 6-5 815 6-15
1930-1 ‘. . o 19 42 59 #7
19312 . . P O 3-13 6-10 57
1932-3 2-11 2-12 G-14 5-10

13 March, :93,'4' (at L‘};al\pm:)' 2 3 7 4-10



Anng
Bajra

Bana

Bér
Béréni
Bardt
Beghr
Birédarl

Burga

Chaddar
Chahwela

Chake
Chamér
Chapati
Gharpoy
Charsa
CBiek
Chilkcina
Ohowpal
Chula
Crbre =

Dél
Dharmsala
Dhoti

Durry

FPalar

G
Gowshala
Gram
Granthi
Granth Salib
Gugar

GLOSSARY

the tenth Sikh Guru gave the nams {0 his followers as being
men who would not hesitate to give their lives for the service
of rebigron, It 13 now used to sgnify the stncter and more
ardent followers of the Stkh rehgion

one-sixteenth of & rupee

spiked nullet (holows spucabus),

the most important tradng caste i the southern Pumjab .
also apphed generally to any Hindu shopleaper, but 1n that
case not spelt (in this book) with a capital

table-land between two nvers

land entirely dependent upon rain

the bnidegroom’s party when ha escorts the bride to lus house

labour given in hien of e cash payment, ¢f corues

literally brotherhood, but apphed to all who have common
family t1es, however distant

whate cotton cloak with hood warn by Muslm purdeb-mshin
ladies to conceal themn froma head to foot: the hood has
aye-holes

& cotton sheet worn ke a plaid.

Interally butter-milk time, i e the first meal, at which butter-
nulk 15 nsually drunk

canal colony willage.

& lanner,

a girdie cake of unleavened bread.

a wooden bed covered with netted strmg or webbing (newar)

2 leather bucket (with rope) used for drawing up water

blnd of split reed to keep out flies

the discount retained by a money-lender when making a loan

meeting hall of the village or of part of 1.

& fire-place made of mud-plastered earth

100 lahks, 16, 10 mulhon rupees, at 15 64 to the rupes,
worth £750,000

pulse boiled with spice

Hindu or Sikh place of worshup.

a cloth t1ed round the waist and hanging down to the lmees
with the ends passed between the legs and fastened at the
back

cotion carpet

Muslm ascetic,

clanfied butter,

almshouse for aged or wfirm cattle,

a pulse (cicer arssimum)

Siich priest. "

the Sikh Bible

a semi-pastoral tnbe, partly Hindu, partly Mushm,

51



352
Gy
Gurdwira

Guru
Hakim

Trant

Jal
Jand
Jangal

Jab
Jakai
Jawihs
Kaohha

Eamin
Ksudl

Khaddar
Kharif
Khatri

Riker

Lak
Lambardar
Malik

Maulvi
Msund
Mirdsi

Muresd
Musalli
Nautch *
Nawkb

Nikah
Panch
Pauchsyat
Pathan

]

Patwarl
Phulicdri
Pica

Pis

Pipal

Pir
Piri-muresdi

GLOSSARY

unrefined sugac,

a Sikh place of wouship,

a religious teacher,

adoctor praetising the Yanani wypstem ot wedivme § genctally,
Imt not always, a Muashm.

g word for wleh thewe bone procse English equivalent
denoting, obyectively, snwal powation, and wubjectively,
anmony hropre,

Salvadora olenidas,

prosapis spisigers

uncullivated land with vegetation not necessaiily either thigk
or tropical ‘jungle’.

the largest iribe in tho Punjub, numbering atxwt 5 millions,

a Jat woman.

great millet (Rocfus sorghaim).

applied to a house xot made of stone or burnt bricks; the
opposite of pukka.

literally menial, commonly applizd to the village servant,

generally one-eighih of nn acre, but In some districts one-ninth
or loss,

homespun cloth,

the autumn harvest.

the most fmportant Flindu Cracing wid bunking vaste in the
Punjah.

Acactu argbica,

100,000 rupoes; ab . ke 4 the supoe, worllt £g,500.

villags headman,

a Muslim title of respoct common amougst zemindars of
postlion in cufajn districts, nofably Shahpur,

one learned in the Muslim acriptures.

8228 1b.

village minstrel and often cook,

the follower of a pin

a sweoper whose family has been converled o Tulam.

dancing and singing.

& Muslim title of distinction implying beih pesition and
wealth.

ihe marriage verse reed at a Muslim marriage,

member of a panchayat,

a board for seltling village questiony or disputes.

a Muslim tribe of great importance in the Prontier province

and, though net very numercus in the Punjab, much
considered.

a village accountant.

embroidered hanging,

one-fourth of an gana.

12 pies make one anna.

Ficus veligiosa,

a Muslim religions leader.

literally to play the part of pir to mureeds; Le. lontour and
collect alms from followers in return for charms,



Pukka,

Purdah
Bahi
Ractangls

Roti
Bupee
Badhun
8dg
Sahnkar
Sardar

Baree

Sarson
Bear
fettlement

Beyyed
Shariat
Bhastras
Shigham
Sirkar
Sguare

Tahsil
Tamasha
Zail
Zaildar
Zemindar

GLOSSARY 353

a"< applied to a road, melalled ; as applied to a house, made of
stone or burnt bricks.

literally & veil; metaphorically, goncealment.

the spring harvest,

the unit of measuremeni in the later canal colones and
messuring 25 acres : cf. square,

literally bread, but mclndes everything that is eaten with it,

valued throughout the book at 1s. 6d.

a Hindu who professes to be an ascetic.

boiled greens, made of the leaves of rape, gram, etc.

professional money-lend

a title of respect implying some position, very common
amongst, but not confined to, Sikhs.

dress worn by Hindu ladles, like a narrow shawl, but long
enough to envelop tha whole figure and make any other
dress ununecessary.

rape, Brassica campsstris var. gluuca.

one-fortieth part of a meund, about 2 b,

the pariodic revision of the land revenue assessment, made
district by district.

a Muslim {ribe claiming descent from the Prophet.

the ‘canon law of Islam,

the holy books of the Hindus,

Dalbergia sissu.

Government,

the nnit of meamremeni in tho older canal colomies and
measuring 27+8 acres ; cf. rectangle.

a section of a district.

a mixture of show and jollification.

5 group of villages at the head of which i8 a zasldar.

{he headman of a zail,

{ag used in the Punjab) a landowner, however small,
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Artisans, 136, 261, 316-17.
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Arya Saméj, 140,
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Ascka, quoted, 35.
Assembly, 239.
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Attar, 112,

Australia, 195,

Augtria, 328,

Awans, 45 (), 46, 49-51.
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, 130,
Bagalba. 173
Bahauddin, 136, 159.
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Beluchistan, 324
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Bhalwi, 26 ff,, 121,
Bhani Mohavdjapur, 171,
Bhanot, Mr. i D., 232,
Bhatinda, 172,
Bhattls, 23, 32, 153
Bhattu, 145 ff,, 155
Bhara, 33-0.
Bhiwani, 181,
Bhose, Miss, 78-81.
Bikaner, 134, 172, 206 (n.).
Bishnos, the, 150-2, 155, 158,
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mortality in, 280-1, 330.
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Bride-price, 112, 242, 282,
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exchango of, 227-8.
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Buchhal Kaldn, 42 £, 179 (ng,
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Bucke7ts for well, 241, See Charsa,
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Chawinda Union, 104 (#.).
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Chudbirth  Sze Barth
Children, 190
ﬁo—operahv? socety for, 79
QW many ? 193+4, 235, 257, 312
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and parents, 257
tramng of, 70, 284-4, 313
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Chrldlesaness, 286, 204
China, 18 (#), 43, 50, 106
Choa, 55
Chowpals, 176-7, 203~4
Christans, 8 end (s ), 78, 81, 111,
119, 258-p, 266
Chusimas cards, 63
Christ’s famly, 272 (#)
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345 (m)
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contraction of, 319
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selkng of, 185  See"Bnde pruce
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Devi, 241, 243, 245, 247,
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o 200,
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Diet, 134.8 See Tood,
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D e poulty, 170 (1)
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curing by pir, 3 by spels 160,
See Cattle,

District Board, 143, 181, 202. 568
Administration.

Doéba, 94.

Doctors, 53, 78, 330. S4e Rural
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Dogs, 2, 276-7.

Donkeys, 11, 208.

Drama, 66. Ses Actors.

Dross. See Clothes.
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Drink, 06, 11314,
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Early marriage. See Marriage.
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and drawing of water, 439
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primary, newd for, 324-3, 329-30,
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Lwbroitery, 35,
Kmigeation from Jullundur, 17, 315
Eugsouchmont, 140,
ngland angd ganes, 98,
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Tynity in the villag, 201, 374,
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Feud. See Faction.
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Blax, 241.
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and woman, 228, 289,
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Cattle.

French peasant, 178, 210, 255 (n)
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2
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Geese, 178.
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dealings, 5, 18, lo1-2, 148, 175,
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Hifizabdd, 11.

Hariina cattle, 156,
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dugs at, 220, 273.
Heallh, 167, 237, 339
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and cattle slaughter, 158-0.
Hindus, 35, 74, 88, 150, 167, 179,
237-8, 250, 263-5, 275-6, 286,
202, 395, 311, 321, 335.
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Hoarding, 152~4, 164, 320,
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245+, 330, 343, 343-
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Janjuas, 51.

Japan, 195, 281 (m.).

Japanese soldier, 23 {n.).

Jats, 8,9, 96, 714, 141,150, 152, 159,
163, 164, 168, 172, 181, 183,
185-6, 1Bg-05, 108, 203 (n3.
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and Mr, P, L. Brayne, 38.
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U colony, 316 ().
od]}:kP:f'r_as.
oint family system, 285-6, zg1-2,
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120, 235, 278 (n.), 3r5-17.
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sale of, 207 and {n.).
how much, doessoldier need ? 211,
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(ﬂ-g. 83, 172-3, 183, 189, 194,
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?ela%itgns between, an tenants,
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Light, old and new, 163-4, 236, 347.
Lilla, 37, 277. |
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b

302

Lileracy, 204, 324-5, 33
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is, 43/ 137, 166, 6o, Cf.
MaJl"iars. 7

Malliars, 49, 50.
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Mill-madle clolh, 34, 322, 7
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salaries ol, 242.

Mirasi, a, 255-6.
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Moghuls, 306. -

Money, 4. 16, 253, 323, See Cash.

notes, 781, .,

Money-lenders, agriculturist, 164.

Bills, 323 (m.).

comFared with bank, 122-3.
* dealings with, in kind, 18.
during depression, 322 %), 339
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effect of full b prces on, 250,
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m Ferozepoie, 100-3, Gurgaon,
198, 200 ; Hissar, 130, 146-8,
India, 14, Nih Bar, 208,
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180, Sall Range, 53-4
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recavery of money hy Litigation
by, 244 and (n)
kh Tat, 95-6
Ses Debt, Interesl rates
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Morntgomery, 157, zag (=), 21g
(n),223 (n),249 (n) 278
Montmorency, Sir G de, 320 (s)
Mortgages, 3, 8, 104-5, I2I, 172
and {#), 200 and (n), 220,
246, 249, 317-18
Mosque, bulding of, 178
Mother-an-law, 284-7, 291-2, 312
Motor, 322, tourmng by, 155, 172,
207, 216
bicycle, 216
Mukam, 15T
Mullahs, 204, 317
Multan, 126 (1), 132 (#), 249 (%),
262 (#)
Murder, 16, 37, 46, 49, 96, 300, 304,
347 See Faction
Murree lulls, 297, 307, 315
Musallis, 266, 271
Mushms, B, 30, 83, 88, 1II, 140,
160, 178, 212-13, 229 and (n),
266, 269 (n), 276 284, 299,
332, 335
and cattle, 151, 159, 180, 183-4
‘nnd marriage, 280, 2045, 297
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and poultry, 99, 179
am] purdak, 166-7, 396-7, 313
See Hindus, Islam, Jats
Mutiog, the, 195
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Natb Tahsildar, 18 and (#)
Nanak, Guru, 1

Nankana, 153

Nankéna Sakb, I, 2

Newspapers, 8, 9, 28-9, 5I, 258,

335
MNight-soil, 169, 259, 266
Nih Bar, 132 (»), 206 £, 244, 253,
259, 326
wages m, 268-9, 278
Noon famly, 25 and. (# )
Nowshera, 43 (1), 36

» Qals, 169 (1)

QOccupation, caste and, 261
Awdity of, 271

Oculst, an Indian, 10y
Officials battening on willage g97-8,
O1l-presser 34, 266 and (# )
One-plongh holding, 252-4, 349-50
Opum, 106, 114
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Outcastes, 258
Oxen, 170, 247

Pachadhas, 1334

Paintings at Bahalba, 177
Pakpattan, 250

Palestine,  (8), 15 (1), 44, 62,

330, 347
Panchayats, 48 (#), 151-2, 1423,
158, 166, 177-8, 218, 233, 275,
304, 318, 345
and marriage expenses, 35, 185,

250
for tinde disputes, 129-8
indigenous, 35, I38+41
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6, B8, 132, 1446, 155, Iég.
178-g, 195, 205, 322-3, 340, 3
pratection of, 336 & 3
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Tis limzts of taxation, 338,
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Europeen, 180, 350 (1}
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People’s Bank, 153 ®
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(#}, 799, 200, 203, 241, 248,
6
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Phala, 24
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Pmd: Bhathan, 13

Pipal troe, 41, 347
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160, 317
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Ploughung, 74, 126, 135, 168 (1)

Ploughs, 44, 116,200  Sge Megton,

One-plongh holdmgs
Poland 281 (#), 350 (1)
Palice, 9, 145, 300, 346
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Dolygumy, 244, 3ot 313

Politics, 27+0, 31, 155, 16, 1314
See Administration, Lleetions,
Voting,

Population, in Amitaar, 4743
Guedaspur, 2445 India, 30
2 (), 313, 325 (), Jbt:
Punjab, 44, 180 (1), 186, 310,
326 lussw, 325,
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tahsil, 179 (».), Hissar, 137-8 ;
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Slalkot, 251 ; Tarn Taran, 332.
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riso in, 273, 330,
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Ranjhas, 8, 1.
Rajpuis, 8, 23, 48-4, 114, 133, 136-8,
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Uindu, 244, 245, 204,
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Riye (plant), 17, 94
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1oone odtheiont ¢ 222 5,
plonghs  decessmry for
Aty (n.),
J{od Crons Savlety, Indiun, 333, 3480
Refuge, sade of, 1on ().
Roligion, g0, 82, 129, 141, 149, LHo}
gk
Religion, organized, 284.
Religions  Instruclion,

e,

110, 148,

24344,

Renls, 1, 3, 83, 100, 132-3, ¥30 (n.),
108, 310 (1), 322 (1)

Rest houses, ut [halwil, 26;
Bhera, 33; Choa Saidan Shah,
553 Farukhanagar, I199;
Kallar Kahar, 48 ; Sardhi, 413
Sirbdli, ¢3; Sukheke, 11;
generally, 259.

servants’ quarters in, 275

Revenue Department, 204.

Revolt in the Deserl, 45, 125,

Rice, 2 and (1.}, 19.

Rindorpeal, 160,

Rivers, number crossed on tour,

245 {n.),
Risaldar, definition of, 37(5.).
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Rishy, 179

Rond traffic, 12, 77, 161-2, 228, 244

Roads, 1, 12, 33, 39, 84, 89, 172,
208, 221, 263 (1.}

Robertson, Mass, 303 (n)

Rohtak, 88 (), 148, 156, 159, 161,
169, 171 £, 289, 305, 307, 326,

0

33
Roumama, 281
Round Table Conference, 20, 28-g,
52, 80, 144, 186, 202, 258
Royal Commission on Agriculture,

325
Rupes famine, 248-9, 321
Rural dispensary, 337-8
Rural Science, 326
Rural Commumity Councils, 51,

346 (n)

Rugsia, 15 (2 ), 18 (), 69 (n ), 70,
w2, 160, 193 (7 ), 201, 208, 217,
281, 203, 208, 312,

329, 331, 340, 345

3256,

Saady, quoted, 31, 245

Sadélpur, 150-2

Sadhus, 151, 160-1, 166

Sahiwal cattle, 157

Sailina, 189, 200

Sailani, 189

Saints, 262

St Augustine, 285

Salaries and cuts, 242-3

Salt, 9, 10, 195

Salt Range, 33, 36, 40, B4, I21-2,
277, 280, 308, 315, 347

Sangla, 7, 8, 277
ptalion, 3, 117-18, 142, IsI,
2334, 274, 326 Ses Cleanh-
ness, Manure pts, Dung-heaps,
Swoepers

Sansis, 2

Sarda Act, 287 and (#)

Sarda, Mr H B, quoted, 287, 294

Sarda Act, 208

Sarder o patrierchal, 236-8

Sardhy, 40, 123

Sargodha, 161, 208 (#)

Sarkhanda grass, 12, 13, 198

Sawan Mal, 228 ()

Scaraity, note on ihe, 204-5 Ses

Drought
Schools, adult, 165 (#)

boys, 3z, 48 (# ), 51, 56-7, 79, 82,
90-2, To8, 110, 144, 165, 173,
196, 202-3, 211, 298-9, 322,
326-9, 335, 339

farmsat, 87,00 326 .
18, 32, 35, 57, 79, ¥05-10, 11§

gnu‘:h 1‘66 V' need Tor, 48, 120

365
Schools, need for land and buildmgs
for, 330
night, 165, 174
Ses Education, Misston work
Schoolng, cast of, 173, 211-12
Schoolmasters, 2g, 31-2, 118-19, 203,

25
Scolland, 256 (n ), 281 (n)
Seed, 168 (1), 176  See Sowimng
selected, 40, 52, 61, 83, 137, 203
Sel{-government, 239, 344
Self-help, 340-1
Seli-taxation, 203, 234, 340-F
Service, 31X, 237, 254, 337
payment m, 315-17
Sessions Judge, 29
Settlement Officer, 161-2
Sewing-machines, 35
Seyyeds, 162, 306
Shahkot, 4, 3
Shakargarh, 179, 242, 254, 278
Shahpur, 3 (#), 12 {n), 14 ff, 121,
143 258, 269 (n ), 277, 322
dues m, 249 (#
wrrigation 1, 218, 223 (1)
‘women 1n, 2g0, 296
Sheikhupura, 7 (n), 12 (8), 83
and (n), 258 (n), 269 (),
270 (1), 277
Shirts, making of, 34
Shoemakers, 167, 262, 263 én)
Shop-keeping, 236, 258  Sez Mar-
keats, Commussion
Shrines, 4 68, 82 {»), 84
Stalkot, 14, £8 (# ), 20, 159, 194 (# },
219, 249 (n), 251 &, 268, 273,
286, zgg, 32I.
Stkhism, 84, 113-14, 264, 266.
Sikhs, 1, 3, 4, 8, 58, 83 Bg, 105, 117,
131, 160, 218, 229 276, 209,
301, 304, 308-9, 312-13, 320,
330, 332, 335
and barbering, 04, 209-10
u.ng cathté:, 158 S
and religion, 93, 149 Ses
Sikhism 4

High Schadl of, go.
women, 86, 111-13, 204, 296
Sse Jats
Silks, 34, 289
Silver, 183
Simla, 213
Simon Commssion, 240
Singh, Sir Pertab, 243
Smngh, Ranpt, 238
Singh, Sardar Behadur Sardar
Beant, 125 ()
Singhpura, 237
Swrhaly, 89, 9o, 93



3
Sivan, 126 (n), 13475, 140, 104, 10,

201,
Skinner family, 144,
Shamp, 0 blessing of, 201 5
alfects ot, 3, I8, a1, a8, sh (s),
103-5, 192, 125 (1), 127, I,
109, 181 and (1), T84 (#), 305,
207, st (W), 290, 04, L,
209, 315, 343
Ser gepnismu. Pices, fall .
Small-holders, 72, 169, 180, 18y,
244, 267-9, 299,
whocannot live on {heit land, 184,
See  One-plough  holdings,
Zemindars,
Small-pox, x60.
Souf, 114,
Socrates, quoted, X49.
Soil, 12, 15.
Soldiers, as farmers, 23-4, 52, 67,
182, 332
ex-, 18g; colomes of, 209 il,;
house of an eX-, 44; & Progres-
sive, 71
wives of, 333
See Army, Military service,
Soon valley, 50.
Sowing, 136, L88, 200
Spells, x60, Sos Dira,
Sploning, and Mr. Gundl, 42
122,
Dy girls, 257.
iry Chonab to Jhelum diatricl, 8,
30 Worozepore, 105 ; Flissar,
xa7 ; Nili Bar, 227; Rohlak,
184, 101, 196 Sall Ronge, 44
Sialkoiﬁ1 250, .
increasg in, 34, 184, 263, 322.
Stalin, 20t #). 33
Standard of living, in India, t8n,
11, “344: Rohink, xo8;
bahpur, 15.
rise in, 289-00, 202, 312, 321.
Sea Clothes, Food, Flouses,
Stevenson, R, L., quoted, 276.
Storage of grain, 72, 127, 370
#s Grain-godawns.
Sub-Assistant Surgeon, 337-8.
Subedar, definition of a, 43 (n.).
and geese, 178,
gugar. 322. G
ugar-oane, In urda.a-pur, 247
Higgar, 137, 168-5; Lyallpur,
2 (n.), 7; Shahpur, 15,17, 24;
Sialkat, 251-2, 254, 260.
as sowing-gticks, 257,
crusher, 248,
improved, 343,
Sukheke, 12, 153.

INDEX

Arpplen ut gy soutiey of nrome,
(32 M CR A PRI P V1
wALILE, '\‘v‘e-n'\‘m;{ " ity

Huteties, o, 101,

tutleg, g, a4 g and ), 238,

rivetatn, txh ()

Valley canal project, 2007,
H\\nl'(‘[h‘!':, Inl, t8o, 107, 134, 238,
258 0, 202, 20k, 274

i h 57 2740, 28,
See Cleanhiness,
Syee, 48 and (o ).

Tailors, 3145, 138, rn,
Talsilda, 201,
Tamaslas, 21,
‘Tambol, 4.
Temurlane, 135.
Tanners, 107, 213, 258, b2,
Chamars.
Tanks, village, 1050 and (n.).
‘Earn Taran, 84-b, o1, 126 (n.), 138
(n.), 142, 158, 183, 274, 326,
332 -
Todedd, 52,
Taxution, 15 and (#), 230, 242,
d4ed, 3364,
Nee Government  duew, Land
ovenie, Bell-tuxntion, Water
e,
Ten, tig.
Tonanty, 17, 74, 142 . 436, 170,
A4 1h,
Touts, 154.
‘Thanesur, 184 (0.
‘Thioved, 4, T4, 47, 445, See Cattle
Thorbwen, Mr, 5, N, 33
Theill, 35, 74, 84-5, 152, 253, 331,
and eredit co-eperative socielyl
5, 120 il See Village banks.
Sorlety, 20, 32
Thriftlessness, 133,
Timber, 247.
Tiwina, 253,
Tobneeo, 203, 243, 251,
Toria, 243.
Touring. Ses horse,
Towns, growlh of, 273.
influence on village life, 28¢-01.
moralily in, 304.
birth control in, 310, 312,
jewellery in, 321,
versus village, 3?;:-7.
Townsend, Mr. C, H., 155,
Trade returns of India, 3745,
Traders, peasant, 182, 321.
Troes, 43, 151, 237, 247-
Tyousers of Taffeln, 278 205,
Trust, 208,

See
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Tumtums, 12
Turkwal, :gg ).
Turkey, 33

Ush, 241

Unemployment, 243

Umited Provinces, 316, 323 (»)

Umiversity education, 217, 327, 320

Untouchability, 203, 245, 262,
265-6, 275

* Upldt ' campaign, 199

Urdu, 86

Usunous Loans Act, 103 (2 ), 149

Vanhar, 52

Vanieke, 77-8 and (n)

Vegetables, m Delh, zo03 and (#),
Higsar, 137, 168-70, Lyallpm,
%, Salt Range, 40, 50, Shah-
pur, 27, Swilkol, 251, Tam
Taran, 332

Vegelaniansm, 184, 224~5

Vendetta, 45-7 Ses Faction

Ventilation, 72, 145

Veteunary Depariment, 157, 158

n
Inspector, 21
Vicetoy, 11, 52, 202, 334
Vihar, 223
Village banks, and amount bor-
rowed, 253
and drought, 176
and fachon, 65
and moneylenders, 147, 175
charactenstic traits of, 120 &
defimition of, 3
formung of, 240-x
nllteracy m, 120, 324  Ses
Lateracy
mspections of, m Chenab to
Jehlum distuict, 16-17, 20, 267,
34, Delm, 202, Gurgaon,
539, Hissar, 131, 133-4, 147,
164, Nili Bér, z10, 213, 220,
Rawv1 to Chenab diwstnct, 11,
13, Rawi to Sutlej distnict, 86,
o7, Rohtak, 194, 198, Salt
Range, 39, 44, 51, 64
zenundars’ and servants’, 273
Village, benefits needed by, 124
~club, 196-7
depressed, 189, 194
morality, 303-4: 313
numbenng of colony, zog
Village servants, 17, 21, 136, 133,
192, 179, 185, 189, 205, 209-10,
248, 258, 274 e
and {all in prices, 316-17

Village servants, are they neces-
sary ! 274-5
altitude towards, 275
credit somaety of, 264
earnngs of, 106, 266-9
haerarchy of, 262-3
number of, 261-2
relations with zemiondars, 272-3
versatility of, 271 "
Village, typical 77 Ses Recon-
struction, Towns
Viraks, 83
Virks, 222, 226
Votmg, 28, 144, 239, 288, 334, 336

Wace, Mr F B, 231
‘Wages, of agnicultural labourers, 8,
268-g, 277-8 and (# ), 316-x7
villageservants, zab, 316-17 Sse
Income
Wallung as economy, 322
‘War, Great, 42, 51, 185,206,273,344
‘Washing, 1913, 210, 265, 277
asherman, 262-3, 274
Waste, 86  Ses Extravagance
Water, distribution of, 218
drnking, 165-6
shortage of, 220
See Cenals, Diought, Imgation,
Wella
‘Water diviner, 203
Water-logging, 9, 10, Iz, 24 and
(n), 26,29
‘Watermen, 262-3, 267, 269, 240,
274, 306-7, 330
Water rate, 18, 124, 215 and (1.),
225, 243, 320-1-335, 339
Watchman, 346
‘Wathen, Mr G A.,90 ()
‘Weavers, 106, 152, 263-4, 266, 316
Weaving, 122~
Weddings, mnvitations to, 94, 162
relations of zemindar end ser-
vant at, 272 Se# Marnage
Weeding, 94, 136
Welfars work, 333-4: 344
Wells, cost of, 50, 90, 222
droking, 39, 165
importance of, 263
m f)elhl, 202-3, Gujranwela, 12,
Gurdasper, 247, Gurgaon,
198, Fhssar, 133, 135, I39,
165, Thelum nverain, 50,
Nii Bar, =211, 222, 224,
Punjab, 343, Rohtak, 195,
Salt Range, 39, 50
land irngated by, 349-50.
siiung of, 133, 211
Sea Buckets, Charsa, Persian
whaeels,



