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THL STORY OF AFRICA.

INTRODUCTION.

“A foutra for the world, and worldlings base!
Ispenk of Afriea, and golden joys,”

T wng little that Aneient Pistol knew of the land which forms the theme
of our pages. But in putting these words into his month, Shakespeare
doubtless expressed the estimate of its riches entertained in the taverns
of Enstcheap and the guard-rooms of Tawer Hill To the wassailars of
these hounts it was eraphotically a world of “golden joys” For was’
not this the Tand of Proster John and the King of Tombuto, and were
not tho I’ortuga.ls rich in the slaves and ivory and preciong dust which
the caravels lind brought from Sierra Leone and Sencgal, and Arguin,

+ oand L an. and the great Congo of Diego Cwmn, and bad not Her Grace granted the

* Company of ‘Exoter merchants patonts to trade to Barbary, and to.Guinea, * between
Sanaga and Gombra”? ‘
Thros centuries have passed away since then, and Africa is again b name Beso-
« ciated with dreams of wealth. Once moro tho sands of its © sunny fountains” are
being . soarched for those yellow grams which aroused the avarice of the m, mm"‘
em'lyngg turers, and its arid uplzmds for the dismonds which were undreamt 7oY. ot
ot ﬁﬁndn.ys of Roynl Hal. And better even than gold and gems; far Ve
Jbetter then ivory of any hug, the soil is ‘now. known fo be capablo of growing erops
AR




2 THE STORY OF AFRICA

the ultimate value of which will far outweigh the six tons of glittering pebbles which
it lins yieldod within the last twenty yeurs. But it wo have retwined, as the nincteenth
century is closiug, to wmeh the smme opinion of Africa as the sixteenth cherished, the
intervening years lave witntssed a wide contrariely of beliel as to its prosent value
and its fntme worth  Tnowdinate hopes, bred of imperfect knowledge, have alternated
with possimism cqually wndeserved.  The “golden joys” of Talstaft’s licutenant have
been damped by the avowed opmion of one of its greatest eaploreis, that in all his
journeys through its most fertile kinglloms he never saw anything excopt slaves awd
ivory which would scll for tenpenee a pormd. Yot hundredweights of undoubted gold
Pass out of it every yenr. Whip-loads of ivory and india-rubber, eopal and gum aralne,
ostrich feathers and ebony, palm-oil and camwood, almonds and esparto grass (pp. 4, 5),
wool and hicles, wine and honey, leave 1ts shores every month, Its northern aren is now,
with the execption of Moroeco, almost entirely under Emopean contral, 1y easturn and
western coasts have been parcelled out among the Great Powers, and tho “ Hinterlands,”
or back countries, with their kings and peoples in most cases all nnconsejons of the honour
forced upon thew, have come under the “Spheres of Influcnee” necorded to the sovercign
comprnies who are the suffragan lords of these portioms of the continent  As for South
Africa, it Is either o Dritish Colony, or the seat of Dutch Ropublics, destined, in the faluess
of time, to be part of o dominion under British protection Noverthelowg, in Capo Town
and Zanzibar, in Derlin and Brussels and the City of London, thare ave men to whom
African anines and the possibility of dividends fiom Afican stocks are a sore subject.
The cheerful » Semper novi quid ex Afiica” of tho Roman Proconsul has been suceceded
by the ynwning complaints of blneé folk that Afrien is exhausted, that one black man is
very like onother black man, the new tiaveller’s talo monotonously akin to tho tales
of ull the travellers who have preceded him, until sn Emin fever or a Stanley “boon ™
proclaims the contrary.

At this mowent Afitea is the one quarter of tho world which has not been made
too much of for new-comers to make o little more. Asia is occupied. Amerien is for
the Americans. Furope is overflowing. Even Australin, in spite of the space it
oceupies upon the nap, has little land fit for cultivation which is not already owned.

But Afifoa has still room for those who can develop her mines, and till hor
E}‘}ﬁ'ﬂ,‘{“ soil, and how down her forests, and it may be—though of this, wamed by

the fate of ull other “ provisional races” it is as well not to be songuine—
teach ber savago millions the arts of peace. Then the “Expiring Continent” may
revive, the “ Dark Continent” veceive light, the “Hopeless Continent” become the hope
of philanthropy, and the “Last of the Continents” to use another of the many names
spplied to it, progross so far as to take » place worthy of the “Hinterland” of what
was, onee upon o time, not only the oldest, but the grentest of all the civilisations

For sunk though most of Africa has slways boen in the grossest of barbarisin,
its northern shores, from & period beyond which the chronicle of man runneth not, have
been the seat of an ancient eulbure, There is scarcely & foot-breadth of Egypt, or of
the Barhary Statos, without memorials of this hygone civilisation, tho very memory of
which has beeome a myth among the 1mce who ruined it. From “Where Nilo reflocts



INTRODUCTION. 3

the endless length of dnrk red colonnades” to “where Atlas swings his shadow
far o'or the western foamn,” wo stumble upon the esrven stones and the letlered
tabluts which benr witness to o vanished mace. High up the Nile valley we are
seldom out of sight of the gigantic monuments of a people who wore so far
advanced in cultuve thet, though their civilisation might not be as lofty as
that of Greeco und Rume, it was in many respects oven more elalowmte. In
Tunisin—tho Africa Propria of the Ol World's masters—in Algesia, in "Tripoli,
in Morocco oven, ovidences are over beforo us of the denthless mee who are

T

Thieia! 9= -

PTOLEMAUS ROMA 1430

PTOLEMY'n MAP 0T ATRICA.

still romembered os the “Rumi”—or Romans, A few cistens in which a village
of wiobchod Arabs stable their flocke—or themselves—are about all

African
that rvemain of the famous copital of Carthage. Dut broken arches, ivihsation
ruined amphitheatres, gatewnys worthy of the FEternal City iteeli, templos aswellas

o . . thenewest
reared to forgotten gods, tombs erected to wealthy citizens, are met with in nihe

any day’s journoy. In spote where now cven the rude nomads can find no vt
subsistence for their scanty flocks, the romains of elaborate aqueduets show thal loss
than two thousand years ago, beforo the Moslem fanatics poured in from Asia to destroy
what thoy could not maintain, the region was well watered and fertile.

Africa is thus at once a continent of the newest and the most ancient civilise-
tion. For thousands of years* bofore the Christian era Mencs ruled over a united State
and founded the city of Memphis, At that period the Assyrian Empire had not arisen,
Chinese history does nol oven protond to date as far back. The progenitors of the

* Tywo thovsand thise hundred and twenty, according to Garduer Wilkinson ; 3892, by the caleulations
of Lopains ; 5004, nfter the computation of Marisite-Bay; 4435, if the chronology of Brugsch-Tasha is asocepted,
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Afrien Defoto s, il is to Do foared that thers is a long mnterludo of a similar
charactor Defore the new colonies, and temitories, and “Spheres of Infinenee” can be
considered as anything betler than paper kingdoms,

Here then we have to cxplain the pugze of n vast continent within sight of
Lurope, skivting in part the sea aroind which concenteated all the enterprise of the
Wiy Atice M World, romuining unexplored until recent ties, It was kn'own, and
solonglett cven  cirenmnavigatod, lefore Amerien was discovored, or o Briton had
toltaelt el a footing on Indisn soil. It possessed Buropean trading posts on
its most pestilential shore hefore there were any Enropean colonies outsido the New

s Waorld, Vet it has vemained alinost to the end of the ninetcenth ecentury without
attwoting mowe than u fraction of that vast immigration which hns poured into
Amevica and the distant dependoncies of Grent Britsin.  Fiually, tho Inst of all the
Beopean Towers to twm again to the Black Continent are the Jtalians, though they
are tho beirs of the entorprising roce who, twoenly-lwo conturies ago, had provinees
in Afvien whieh for eight hondred years were us prosperons as any colonics of modern
times

These anomalies seem so remarkalle, that lefore twecing the evolution of Abicea
as o field for Buropean enterprise, it may be wsefnl to explain the eause of this
wegleet, more especially as it will cuable ns to sketeh some of tho more saliont
poculiaritios of the continent which we and the roader may havo to traverse in
company.

Until recently, Africa was o land of legends, a continent in which cortain geo-
graphical convictions were taken for granted, without anyoue taking the trouble to

test the iruth or the falsity of what had been transmitted to us by the

Mleteket  ignorance of our nncestors, Among tho chiof of theso myths was tho
gggr‘:‘%;? widely aceepted Dbeliof that the entive intorier seuth of the Atlas wns a

sandly desert, with here and there an oesis or a fertile plain, or a range
of mountains, yielding a little verdure, or a lake from which arose the rivers which
ctept into the sea through those minsmatic flats which the constor know too well.
Yet in reality the Sahare extends for o comparatively short way into the centre of
tho continent, end, as the French have shown, is over a large exient of its surface
perfectly reclaimable by sinking Artesivo wells. Another conviction—and it is,
perhaps, tho least consistent of them all—was that on theso “uninhabiteble downs,”
where the geographer of Swift's day placed elophants for want of towns,” there were
sultans, and kings, and keisers rolling in »iches, and cities so gorgeons that their
gilded domes, studded with gems, form characteristic features of old Afvican maps, tho
many open spaces in which afforded ample room for the indulgence of the charto-
gmphnr:s imagination (p. 9). All this is now very anciont history, in spite of old
impressions dying hard, There ave steamers on the rivor down which Stanley eanoed
in 1877, and Eoropeans of nll sorts at the court of the savago king whomn Spoke
and Grant first introduced to the outer world just thirty years ago. Post runnmers
ond lndies in sedan-choirs teavel in perfoot safety over the route between Bagamoye
and Tanganyika, which Burton first saw in 1858 ; railwags are boing surveyed betweon
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the east eonst and the great lakes, and one i actually bemg built (rom the Portu-
gueso eolouies on the western shore, and a rocent teaveller tells ns of o « pink-
faced baby” i the Brtish perambulator whom he encomtered on ihe shoves of Lake
Nyassn, which was not on the map ol East Afrien when the lathor of that child and
tho writer ol these lines were “boys tagether” (pp 7, &, 12).

But even yet, as someono has remarked, few Hnrapeans, oxeept those who have
devoted a modicum of attention to it, thmk of fmmer Afnen except as a vast sandy
desert, with a floating population, consisting chiefly of hungry Tions, and roblers more
ferocious still, the Ltter boing 1 the habit of “carceing over the wasto” on swifl

i "é.'w\‘ g \l.I f

et~

A 8CCND ON TIL SHORLS OI' LAKE NYASSA.

hoxses, without any obvious cause for their huiry, living comfortably when thero is
nothing to cat, and amassing stores of ill-gotten wealth when there 15 no ono to rob.

Tuk PROBLEMY OF AFRICA.

Mueh, indeed, mnst be loft to the depth of that inner consciousness ol of whick
0 many theories have been evolved. For once outsde the lands of ancient civilisation
—and Northern Africa, physically and historically, has {ar more intimate relations
with Europe than with the continent hehind it—there is nothing om which to base
any conclusions regaiding its peopling and its unwritten chionieles Nowhere in the
interior is thero an inscription or & house of stone, or any monument more permanent
than o hut of veeds or of mud. Yet fowls and eaitle are among Lhe wealth
of nearly overy wtibe, and their traditions afford no clue as to the pmmd mm sad
whon animals not natives of the country, or, in the case of fowls, even of ﬂm‘}:fm
the continent, Hrst renched it, or by what agency. Not less extraoidinary is .
tho fact that all through Central Afiica we find the rudest of the tribesmen cultivating
maize, and making from it o muddy Leer, with which they fuddle themselves all
dey long, and in this cao also no legend exists regmding the beneficent raco or
the Clod-like stranger who brought to thom a plant which is assuredly not o nafive
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of the rogions cnjoying its use  Madre, indeod, i.s Ly wmany botanists-mnqng ’olheu,
by Do Candolle—regardod as ovginally an Ameticat plant. 1t 15 the Indians’ con
w0 that, assuniing this to be true, it mus( ot comse have reached Aluea, hkelth.o 108l
of the Old Wotld, after the discovery of 1ty native continent ?3‘1“; even admitting, as
there are wood grownds for beloving, that this gram was cultivated 1 Asia and m
Arien betors Columbus made 1 genorally known m Emope—though the Arabs mc

LADIES TRAVELLING BLTWELN BAGAMOYQ AND TANGANYIKA

said to have brought it to Spain—it is not argued that the plant was grown out
of Buypt.

Yet in Central Africa the plant was quite common beforc the first whito wen
or Arabs were secn  Hence we are justified in concluding that, ke lowls and
eattle, it passed from coast tribe to coast tribe until it spread over the interior, or
that the early civilisation of Northern Africa must have 1cacted on the barbarous
“hinterland” It would be difficult to belicve that it did not Both Rome and Carthage
had a far-reaching trade with the Black Barbarians, and we gather from Hoodotus

that sowe of his informants had an acquaintanco at first-hand with xmoes
e and places the existence of which it has been left for modern explovers to
punihe  confim  But it must be repeated that nowhere in Inner Afiica, that iy, nl

any distance from the coast, have Europeans left any trace of their presonco
which commot, with two possible exceptions, be legitimately accounted for, Those
exceptions pre the mysterious stone houses of Mashonaland, which wero for long
believed to ke the work of the Portuguese, but are now known, from o narmtive by
Barbosa (cousin of Magellen) to have boen sntiquities when the Poitugueso first saw
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themw in the early years of the sixteenth centwry By some Lhey are thonght to be
Pheenician, by others Persian, by a third set of theovists Moorish tud by a fourth
to have been erected by the emly wincrs from whom Solomon got Ins supplies of golid.
Tn other words, this region was the Ophir of the Ismclitish King, which has heen
sought in Sonth Arabia, in Todin, in Sumatra, in the West Indics, and even in Peru.
Oue thing is certain, the buildings were evidently oieeted for wining purposcs, and,
s the coundry is vich in gold and obher minerels, and abounds in the traces of ex-
huusterd diggings, they wore likely enough the work of the same emrly adventurers who
crectod the ruined buildings nenr Zanzibar, which uro of strietly Persian type,

But civilisation seldom {akes a land journey when it can ponetrate a dark land
by & water-way. It is therefare scaveely possible that the lower valley of the Nilo
could for thonsands of yems have been oceupied by highly civilired 1aces, without some
pioncers of these enterprising peoples pushing up the great viver to the huge lakes in
which its principal branches take thew origin, though it is enly within the last two
or three decades that the regions aronnd the Vietora and Albert Nyanza have Leen
reached Ly that naturel rwute. Recent discoverios have, however, tendered it proballo
that there existed intereourse i very ancient times between the lake dislriets, especially
Tganda, and the civilisation of ancient Egypt. As we shall sce Ly-and-ly, thongh the
facts in no way dotrct from the merits of Burton, Speke, Grant, Livingstono, Daket,
and Stanley, the Afvican lakes were known not only to the Portuguese of the sixteenth
century, but to Ptolemy, the Alexandrian geographer, and oven to Avistotle (pp. 3, M*
For does not the Stagirite tell us, in a sobor, matter-of-fact way, as if he was velating
a piece of knowledge familiar “to every schoolboy” in Macodon, that “the eranes
migrate as far as the lakes beyond Egypt where the Nile hes its source. There dwell
the pygmies : and this is no [able, but the simplo truth. Both men and horses, so says
report, are of small size, and live in caves:” snd much the same information—which
is now knuwn to be strietly true—is vouchsafed by Eratosthencs, who lived about
two undred years before the Chyistinn era, The)- alto In those enrly days talkod of
those Mountains of the Moon, which Mr. Stanley thought might be the white-topped
Ruwonzori, and which Dr. Peters is as positive are the Unjamwosi (as was Dr. Beke forty
years befure him), but which were pl‘ﬂbﬂ.b]y founded on a vague u,c(lua,im,a,n(:e with I3l
manjaro, Kenis, and the other snew-capped mountaing of Eastern and Ceniral Alrica.
But the most curious of all the indications of the early intercourso with Contral Afvica
by way of the Nile is that the ancient nane for that viver is at its souree Nyiro, or
Nyilo, or the sume as its mouth, a name which it bore at the dawn of history, Again,
Reyyh and at Elgon in B Gum.i Thomson (liiscovered huge rock-out caves, many so
1o Greet lorge that they contained whole villages and hords of cattle, thus confivming

Arigtotle, though the pygmies whom he described as inhabiting them have

now been driven into the dense fovests, where in time we shall meet them. The natives
% This h m deni . i i
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known it the course of the present eentury, since coxavans of Arobs and Swahell penetrated the interior in

sesrch of slaves and ivory,” though the explorers of & later dule delinented them.—Sastti .
Vagasing, 10, p. 310, nea e .—Snnttish GQeographioal
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aftirm that these caverns wore never exeavated by them : * they wers the work of Uod,”
anld the Gods who dug them, the discoveror thinks, were in all likehhood aucjont
Fgyptians in search of precious stones or precious metuls, for which, likely enough,
they widl be again ransached by the Dritish prospoetor.

These are some of the Alviean probloms which still xenwin to be rolved.  There
was o thwe when oll Afrien was u problem, the whole contiuent a region so unknown
that speenlation had freo warren within its blauk aren  [magination could mn viot
in theories regarding tho Fountains of the Nile and the Mouniaing of the Moon, as
to the sonrce and courso of the Niger and the Congo and the Yambesi—all of which
have, for the most purt in our own day, censed to be any longer mysteries,  Cico-
genphically, thero are hardly any othews of prime importanee

But, cthnographieally, Afriea is still, and s Tkely always (o be, one vast
seiontifie puzgle.  An Afriean is in populne netions a Wlack man—a Negro, to be more
preeise. Yoi, thongh swarthiness s (o a luge ealenl the charaeteristic of
all its raees, the Negro proper —the man of the Ol Rivers—with his retreating 'l%é-eyacfx!’m-
forchend, kinky Jocks, and @ nose so flat that it Tooks as if it ad been van 45
on the fueo in o liquid econdition, is actwlly the type least froquent,.  Within the
ghoros o Afdea—~ (1,277 864 square miles, exelusive of  Madagasear ~there are more
than 600 hwguages wd dinfeels spoken, and, of the 164,000,000 people ostimated
to speak these tongues, it I8 casy to distinguish o nwmber of families, nany of
them, (hough cvidontly mixed, of entivoly differont ovigin, 1n the domse fovests
and other byways of the country wo find a pygmy race, which may be reganled as
the aborigines diven thither by more powerful invaders; and in South Afriea we
come upon the deenying raco of the Bushmen, whose diminutive sizo might stamp
them as relations of the Wambatti, Datwas, Obongos, Akkas, and other diminutivo
Nogrittos of the north. Yot they speak not one word of a language common o
both; and the Dushmen, instend of boing black, are in ioality n reddish-brown-
skinnod people ; and in much tho same region of Sonth Africs arc found the Hottentots,
o tufty-haived but yellowish-hued people. Novertheless, the Bushmen and they are really
branches of one race, spoaking dinleets of the samo language, though dialects so widely
difforent as to ho mutually nnintelligible, the differenco bemng due to the humbler race
being outcasts at an emrly period, while the other enjoyed a comparatively casy life;
and to this day there ave tmue Hottentot sopts, though few cxist wnmnixed, who owing
to the miserable condition of their existence, are barcly distingnishable from Bushmen,

This leads us to ask—and at once the rocial problem is thereby rendered inore
complicated—whother the so-colled aboriginal dwarfs of the north are not degraded
outeasts of other tribes, a query rendered more urgent Ly the fact that the languages
they speak nre generally those of the tribes on their border, compared with whom they
are in a condition littlo removed from that of sevvitude. The groat race of South Africa
is, however, that known as the Kafir, which, nnder the names of Basutos, Bochuanas,
Zulus, snd so forth, stretches far to the north, and bolongs to the greal Bantu stock,
which, as Makuas, Mashones, Mataloles, Mangangs, Wayau, Balunda, Berue, Barotso,
Waswahili, Wonka, Walegga, Wagands, Wanyamiwesi, Ovaipo, Ovaherro, Bateki, Duello,
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and n hundred other family, tribal, or sub-tribal nunes, spreads in o Lroad band across
Alviea from gon to sea. They are, perhaps, the most mmportant of the Afvican races—
and all of then speaking dislects of {ho same tongue, a Congoese and u Zanzibari are
able to understand each vther (pp. 13, 15)

These peoples are mot. Negroes proparly: they are what tho cthnologists call
Negroids, many of them leing fine-looking
peoplo, though with cortain charactonstios
which lend ground to the suspicion that thoy
havo at some timo in their cavecr intermarried
with or amalgmmated with the true Negroos
who inhabitedd bhe country which they in-
vaded. The Intter, who, from the fact that
they formed the greator past of the slaves im-
ported into Burope and Awmeriea, have lod to the
inpression that they are the ouly Africans, avo
the Kru, Fanti, Ashanti, and Yoraba of Upper
(tuines; the Jolofl; Banbarra, Mandingo, Sonhyad,
Hansga, Batta, Kanwyd, DBaghinni, Mosku, and
« Kancm of the regions adjoining the Sonegal and
the Upper Nigor ; and the Dinka, Nubn, Maba,
Shilluk, Bari, Mombottu, Zandeh, and othey
mces of the Eastern and Central Soudan,

The Afrienn peoples, however, do not
end with the black and blnckish stocks (p 16).
In the novth-east corner of the continent
we come upon another even less Nogroised

POST RUNNEUS. group, namely, the Gallas, Somali, Afar, and
Bejas, while the Berbers, under their vavious
nomes of Shluh, Mzabites, Kabyles, and Tonaregs, range all over Northom Africa, of
which, indeed, they seem o le the cthnic substratum. The old Egyptians were
probably of this stock, just as the miodem Copts are, the so-called Fellnhoon being
Arabs vory much mixed.  These Dorbers ave in no respect Negroos. Thay are not
even black, their ordinary complexions bejug ns fuir as that of the Arabs among whom,
in the Barbary States at loast, they have commingled to o large cxtent; while in the
mountains of Algeria, and to o smaller extent of Moroceo, many people with fair hair
can be mot with, though whether they arc really oborigines, or only rommants of the
old white colonists—Roman and Gothie—or of Christian slaves, is a question which
admits of more opinions than one.

Another very intoresting poople are the Fulahs or Pulhs (p. 18), whick play a
wonderfo) partin the Western and Central Soudan ; though, like the Fans of the Ogove
Bosin, the Tibbus of tho Eastern Sahara, the Agons of Abyssinia, and the robber Masai
of Masailand, in Eastern, Afiiea, their origin and affinities are still very doubtful

And last of all, there are the Hiniyarites of Amhara, Tigre, and Shoa, who form
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a lwrge portion of the population of Abyssinin

Yot oven then we have not taken tale

of all the motley races who have found o home 1 a contivent o long despised of
Kurope.  The Avabs pure and simple have hecome masters virtually and by reeogni-

tion of o large portion of it.  But they are
compuralivoly new-comers, though tngues-
tionably from the very carhest thmes thero
was o steady dvift from  Arabia, across the
Rodl Sea and the Desert of Hinal, into the
adjoining pacts of Afrien.

The Jews have also, throngh the per-
seeutions thoy suffered among the Christinns,
lecome the lenders in the commereinl and
industrinl life of Northern Afvien, wmore
partienlarly in the Darbary Stales. Yol here
were Joewish colonies in Novtherw  Afries
long bhefors the Arabs hurst into that rogion,
it is possiblo even before the Lerbors eune,
andd bo this day, all ever the intorior of
Moroeeo, tho fraveller comes  upon  likle

sobtloments  of  Lsenolites  who

A DULATM, BRROTHLER O TUL SULTAK OF 80KOTO.

speak  no

langnago but Arabic or Bevber, and here and there single families living under the
protoction of some Aral sheik, to whom they render sorvices of valuo in the shape
of transacting his business, and otherwise willising that amazing eommercial talent

KAFFIR 0¥ DAMARALAND.

which is the birthvight of that ancient scction
of tho Bomitic siock. Boyond tho Loundaries of
Morocco they lead a nomadic life, many of them
following the occupation of guiding ecaravans
across the desert to Timbuctoo, where there has
always been & little Jewish colony, though
whother the “Dagattn” aro Jews, as the Rabbi
Mordokhai thought, or simply Pagans with a touch
of Hobrew blood, is still & moot. question

Of the European pooples in Afrion it is not
necessary to spoak ab longth. The Grecks and
Ttalians in Egypt ave perhaps the oldest settlers.
The Portugusse and tho Spaniards como next
The Maltese have always Deen migrating from
their little island to the opposite shores of Tunisia
and Tripoli, where, Loing themselves of an Arab
stock, they form as it wore the link botween

the Arabs and the Europeans, and, with the Sicilians, ave the rivals to the growing
Fronch population of Tunisia and Algeria; but as colonists the Irench are very
moderato successcs. The Dancs have ceased to keop their foothold in Western
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Alrica, the Bolgians, oxcept as “protoctors,” thongh virtually owners of the Congo
Free State, have made no attempt to seize anything, and since their surender of
the Cape Colony, the Dateb, unless as merchants in the Congo River, have made ne
effort to rocover their grasp of the continent  The Biltish were among the earliest of
the peoples whe seught lortine Alrica, aul their holding, like that of the French,
is cvery your culargmg.  The Italuns also aie renowing their cfforts to find outlets
in Africa, though exeept as individuals they have no longer sny pmt in the great
volonics founded by their ancostors.  And lust of all the Goimans have begun to try
their fortunes i tho continent whirli was for centuries free to all the world, and
yet il lately lefs to the aborigines, or to those Arabs and Twks who, stiangers
themselves, did almost as listle fot ity development
b when we come o trace these sv-culled aborigingl races to thelr origm, we
plunge at onee into darkness, Thoir oginal howes, like their wigrations and relation-
ortgmm of ships, may be speculated over, Lt they cannot be pronounced on with even an
the Afrioan  appronch to certainty  We seo in the north that the Arabs have driven the
PPl Berbors out of tho fairest portion of tho plaing into the nounlains where
they now live, poor but comparatively frec, thongh, on a smaller seale, this was alo done
by tho Roman colonists. The Berbers aie, however, imuvigrnts themselves, and it is by
many belisved that they were the inhabitants of Great Britain before the Celtic wave
overran our islands, and that theiv route across France and Spain Dbefore they passed
the Steait of Uibraltar, if indeed it then existed, can bo traced by the dolmens,
monoliths, cromlechs, and other trude stone
y monuments which all throngh theso cowntries, as
ﬁ_ﬁ;ﬁm “i ':"\ woll as through Northern Afvien, mark the
presence of some prohistoric raco. These Derbers
seen also to have reached the Canary Islands,
for the now cxtinet (fuanchos, or abmigines of
that group, have heen proved to be of the same
race
The peoples of North-Fast Afriea may be
supposed to be o nixed slock, Arabs, perhaps,
amwelgamated in very emly times with Berbers
or Bantus, or some vanished stock. DBut when
we come to South Africa, we are puzzled to
account for the Kaffir offshoot from the wide-
spread Dantn family, who seomingly as intruders
NATIVE OF YERYANTO 0. appesred in that region, Were they from Asia?
This is not an impossibility, sincs on the
island of Madagmsear we see the Hovas or ruling class to be, from their language
and eustoms, Malays. But to what origin are we to ascribe tho Nogroes, and the
other moro daubtfully distinet funilies already noticed ? Nor are the Pyginies any
more frec from doubt as to theiv relationship. For in many of the Indian islands,
and in Indis, we mcet with another set of Nogrittos, which has raised the quostion




INTRODUCGTION. 15

whether the Afviean eontinent did not al one thne extend in that divoetion, and
whether those now seatfered peoples were not, ab w date which it is now vain cven
to gness ab, the inhabitants of this {then unbroken
traet /

Nowhere in Aftiea da we come upon any evidenco
of a higher civilisntion among tho aborigines than that
which they ab present possess, They vary widely i
intellectnial ability Butl cverything goes to prove that
they arc now more advanced in eulture than at any
former poriod of thoir existenco.  Nearly overy inland

b
tribe has, ever since the whites mado their aequaint- %

7

Y

ance, heen [uniliar with the art of smelling and

working fron.  From whom did (hey Team this e, 7
which marks so advanced w stage i enlture that even )
tho Dighly polished nations of Mevico and Peva had AULU 1Dk

not altained 1o that feat when the conguistadores

first, cume pmong them ¢ Still, the Alieans did vob always practiso this cralt.  Nome
of the ruder septs still use thint and obsidinn, and all over Afrien the soil conlning
arrow and spear heads, which demonsirates that the peoples of that continent passod
from the stone to the iron age without any of the intermedinte Lronze or copper stages
which in most vther conntrics mark the progress of civilisation,

Tt is therefore ovident that there are many links in the history of Africa still
undiscovered, and umloss the caves, or the snperficial deposits, or the refuse heaps still
uncxplored, econtain an inkling of theso, the probloms thus briefly sketchod may for
cver romain unsolved.

WHY 18 AFRICY UNCIVILISED ?

Those problemns, however, concern men of scienco
alone. To no appreciable cxtent have thoy ever inter-
fered with the exploralion or exploitation of the con-
tinent which holds (hown in its keeping. Accordingly,
when we come to considor how Afriea, thongh the
quarter of the world ncarcst to that exionsion of
Asia called Europe, has been the last to be oxplored
and made use of, we must find other reasons than
the comploxity of its tribes, or ovon the foracity of
the majority. The latter foatnre has indeed nevor
wach interfered with the pioneer. Many travelloss %ULU CHIEF,
have fallen by the way, yot only a small porcentage
have perished at the hands of the people. Australia and Awmerica, on the othor hand,
have been rapidly ransacked, in spile of the hostility of the savages, who in a month's
warfare in the Now World have often killed more whites than have perished in the
wholo history of African travel; while Central Asin is boing gradually mapped in tho
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face of a searcely less strenuous oppesition frow the more civilised inhabiants of

that region.

But Afrien i differently shaped from any of the other confinents {6 is & penin-

MATIVE OF THL LOWLR CONGU,

sula of o form onghly tviangulay, with few bays
ol any depth, ov islands presenting o bulwark
against, the surf which breaks on its
shores, and noue of those fjords which physteal
interseet moro uorthern contments, as gt?ﬂ?gﬂn
if tor the purpeso of enticing mariners ft‘é“i‘fp‘;%ﬁé’,
to (ake shelter in their hospitable pon
depths, In place ot these inlets there are several
atcat vivers, the Nile m the north, the Niger
and the Cungo in the wost, and the Zamnbesi, the
Pungwe, and the Rovuma m the cast, which
seem  speeially snitablo for penstiating the con-
tinent in the directions whence they rn.  Yel,
unlike the St. Lawrence, the Hudson, the Missis-

sippi, the Amazon, and the Plate in Amorica,

and the Uanges, Brahmapntra, and Irawaddi in Asin, these vast floods have uutil
recently Leen little utilised for the exploration of the African econtinent.
contrary, it has been pierced from Tripoli, whore thera is little water of any sort,
from Algeria, where the streams are of small extont: and from South and Fast Alvica,
where Lhe waterways afforded little help to the emdy travellerws

Actunlly they deterred men.  For nemrly all of these streams creep to the sea through

tleltas formed of the mud brought down by them
in the course of nnnmnbered ages  Henco Africa
is [or the most pat encireled by w strip of low
land, covered with donse forest, and rocking
with malarin so deadly that only the low-type
tribes who have becomo proof against the native
fover con live oun their lanks, though even
they ave at times infected Dy the death-desling
vapours, Through mile after mile of this
monotonons flat the Altiean rivers crecp to the
sea, the immediate shore lined with sliny man-
groves, among the straggling roots of which the
black, muddy water oozes, and the Jonthsome eroco-
dile and clumsy hippopotamus, disturbed by the
passing steamer, splash lazily (p. 17). Bub by-
and-by, invariably, to a grenter or less oxtont,

FATIVD OF ZANZIBAR.

On the

the river navigation (and wnost of those yivers are shallow, and full of sand-banks and
shoals) becomes interrupted by either falls or rapids, extending for a distance, it may
be, of more than two hundred miles. This marks as it were the old son cliffs of tho
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continent, for hore the rivor broaks
through the nownlains, which slowly
rise into a platean some two thou-
sand or three thousand foot in height.
This platean s, howevor, actually a
mountainons region, and ihe ono whieh
succeeds it, though four thousand or

T A
o ’

five

Yel,

between the Indian Ocean and the pleasant
2,

is of
hills, and valleys, and lakes, and in places
dotted by snow-cappod peaks rising to
closc upon twenty thousand feet in height.
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SCENE OF AN AFRICAN RIVER,

thonsand feet
much the

above the sen-lavel,
same character, full of

the last of these Droken steppes is

really Central Africs, a healthy and com-
paratively cool region, the
healthiness increasing as the sen is left be-

coolness  and
hind and the land ascends towards the
intexior,

These facts were, however, unknown
to the earlier explorers. They sickened
and died in the Delta of the Niger, just
as their successors porished mn trying to
cross the malarious belt which intervenes
uplands in which lio the great Afriean
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Inkes, until thore cireulated among the seamon of every unation the waming

covplet—
»Tewarn, and fako care of the Bight o' Benin,
For ono that comes oat theeo were forly went in”

Theso cirewmstances naturally impeded 1l explovation of the interior, while the un-
deniable unhealthiness of the west coust, the livsh reached, and {or Tong the Lest-known
povtion of the comudry, did not snggest o move exiensive acquaintance with a land the
eutrance {0 which was so unimviting  The north was fitted {or the resilenco of
Fropenais,  But this region was orenpied by tiveeo Mosloms—Arvals and Turks—who
held their own with the most powerful wmies sent against them, and Ly their pimte
flects took ample weprisals against Christendomn for the ports which, here and thore,
Spain, Portugal, England, and the Kuights of Malta had wremched from them, In the
extrene soutl, o doubit, there was « fine, healthy region  But South Africa was far from
Europe, aud, until Bartholomew Dinz discovered and Vasco da Gama doubled it, unknown
to the nations of Christendont.  Again, wherever Afrien had been pencirated from the novth
the explorers had como upon deserts of sand.  These desorts, dotted Ty well-watorod onses,
they naturally rogarded as simply the beginning of a like waste extending all through
tho interior, instead of a mere barvier belween the fortile north (the granary of LRome in
tho days of the Fmpire) and thoe even better-watered and richor regions which, with
fow intervals, stretch to the end of the continent. Accordingly, what from ignovanee
snd what from knowledge, Afviea was repulsive to the oxplorer. A lavge part of it lies
under the equator, and the heat of this belt vepelled him, just as in oculier days
the beliof that the torrid zone incressed in temperature tho farther the maviner smled
sonth, drove back the mast adventurous of the Argonants Most of the country is,
mareover, somnded by madavious swamps, and in these the pioneer adventurer found
his geave; and il ho essayed the interor from the only points where the cirelet of
unhealthy flats was broken. he porished of thirst, clsing the mirage whieh Dbeguiled
bim into the mid wastes beyond, or way speared Ly the Tonareg, whose hand is
agnilsh overy muan,

In this wuy the most crvoneous of gencmlisations grew up regarding Afriea, and
as o result the country remained long wnexplored, and, ns o consequence of this, long
undeveloped.
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TeE physical obstacles which have been
skotehed in the preeading pages all conduced
to Afiica being loft to the Africans, while the
other continonts weie daily receiving lmgo
acressions of population from Huvope Yo,
s might have been expected from ils prox-
imity lo Gieece and Italy, and still moro from
the fact thal ono of the great comuereial
nations of antiquity bad its prineipal cities
on the northern shores, Alrica attracted atten-
tion Defore Ameiica was dreamt of or the
woro distant paits of Asia had been reached
Tho Pheenicians, who, 1,100 yoars before
Chuist, butlt Utic in what is now the French
Piotectorate of Tunmisia, the Unrthaginians,
who lnid tho foundations of their metiopolis
300 years lator, the Grocks, who tounded
their colony of Cyreno 650 years lofore the
Christian B, tho Romans, who succecded

thern aud, above all, the Egyptians, who were
older than any of them, must have picked up
from iraders and adventurets of all wouts
vague uotions of the lands which lay to the
south of their homes, while the Aiabs, who
burst into Afiies s the civilisabion of the
Roman and Byzantine Empires was {alling
into deeay, soon spread down its shores, and
in tho course ol their predatory and mnerean-
tile expoditions travorsed vast porlions of the
mnterior which havo been 1e-discovered only
within our own day In Abvies, indeed, tho
ancionts placed the Hesperides * , and it may
be that the green oases they snw in the deserts
beyond Egypt and the Atlas suggested to
theh poets those [abled Islands of the Blest,

+ One of the loenlities was Laraghe, ab the mouth of the

Tl Kus Raver, in Mooceo, a 1ival-ite was nen Bengazd,
m Cyicnaica, on the modern “ Gaaden of Osman ™
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hose “Insulie Fortunate ” which later com-
mentators have found i the (‘anaries.
1Terodotus, indeed, tells us of Neeho, King
of Bgypt, sonding an expedition from the Ted
Son into the Southern Ovean, whiely
after twn years' absence arrived at
the Piltus of ercules, aftor eir-
cumpnyigating the continent,  And the samo
historian, who had rernarkably clenr notions

Some
mythieal
voyages,

MUNGG PARK

of some facts not recognised wntil wany cen-
turios aftorwnrds, spenks of another voyage
mude along the western const by Sataspes,
a Persinn nabloman, who, having offendod
Xorxes, had his sentence of crucitixion eom-
muted into the venture in question  Hudoxus
of Cyzieus, on Lis voyage to Indis, traded with
the natives of Fost Afrien, where he found
among some wreck tho prow of a vessol which
had sailed from Cadiz for the wost coast of
the continent and never ruturned, a discovery
which lecl the enterprising Greck to fit out
an expedition for the same region, though
what beeame of it Strabo has failed fo inform
us,

ATl Afrien, however, was still a Iand of the
marvellons. Here lived not only dragons, and
Amwazons, and unicoms, but people without
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tougrics, and others without mouths, so that
they reecived their food through an orifice in
the nose, so that when Jlarno the (artha-
ginian sailed sonthwaid with a fleet manned
liy 30,000 people of both sexes, to found the
city of Thymisterivan, he might well have been
exparted to ses all the wonders he deseribed
on L return home.  For on this voyage, which
extended Lo the Gulf of Guinea, ho tells of the
land being so hot that the randalled foot
eonld not tread upon it, of the sra being in
fnanes—phosphorescent most likoly—and of
people covered wilh shaggy hwmr climbing
precipices and throwing stones on thoir pur-
suers, which people we now know to have
been gorillns, those gigantic apes associated
with M. Da Chaill’s 1epuiation  Many
similar, though less important, explorationy
followed, wntil the aivival of tho Arabs en-
abled their geagraphers ta collectinany accurate
details regarding the inferior. But even in
the thirteenth century the map-makors were
acquainted with the Nile Lakes, though it is
not unlikely they took this information from
the works of Ptolemy and the Greek historians,
just ag did the Portuguese at o lator dato.

But the energy of the navigators sent ont
by Prince Ienry of Portugal soon enabled
Kuropeans to trace not ounly the wmemmya
west const, but to double the Cape voysses
of Good Hope, and sail up the eastern shores
of the continent. Cape Bojaclor was diseovercd
in 1434, Cape Blanco seven years later, Fer-
nando Po in 1471, the Congo in 1484, the
Cape of Goad Hope in 1497, and Natal, Quili-
mane, Mozambique, Mombasa, and Melinda
in 1408.

From tbe colonies end {rnding posts
cstablished on the const by different European
nations, excursions were made here and there
into the interior. These jowneys were, how-
ever, rarely undertaken for geographical pur-
poses. They were devised in pursuit of gain,
in search of cheap slaves, of ivory, or gold,
and thoss who mede them were either
ignorant and unable to desoribe and chart
what they saw, or imagined that by keeping
their information to themselves they would in
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some way gain an advantage over their rivals.
ence, on a map of 1670 (p. 9), o maep which
romainod very little altered up to tho close
of the oighteenth century, and in its ruain
foatures was not entirely transformed wuntil
less than forly yoars ago, three rivers, the
Nile, the Congo, and the # Coanza,” took their
rise in the “ Zmre” and “ Zembre” lake, while
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great—ualmost the only—explorations of the
mterfor have been wade wilhm the last
hundred years For the cenfwry which pre-
ceded this now ending closed with tho carly
travols of Mungo Park (p 20) and Frederick
Horneman, just as the present one opened with
the last explorations of the heroie Scot and
scarcely less gallant Gorman  How much has

?

i
PR
o B
! .«" ;&mwl
Uc-'-ﬂ-ct}k:ﬂé ul oy
P
- "
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8 host of other details, mountaing and rivers
and deserts, could bave been the children
solely of tho chaztographer's imagination. Yet
the Duteh had begun their colonisation of the
metrue  Unpe of Good Hope in 1652, But
‘o’:m until James Bruee, in 1768—733,
explora-  searched for the Nile sources in
ons, Abyssinia, and the African Associ-
ation was founded in 1788, the continent as
portrayed in maps rewaned very much the
samie es if was on the maps of a century, or
oven two ceuturies, earlier, In short, all the

been done in the interval may Le presaged
from a study of a map dating from that
period and ome issucd in 1891

ArEca W 1709,

In the north we have Kgypt, o Turkish
province under & Pasha, at the merey of the
Mamelukes, or Janizavies, though at that
momens actually hold by the French. Then
further to the west are Barca and Tripoli,
under a Basha,” nominally the suffragan of
the Ottoman Sultan, though in reality an
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independent Lereditary Sovercign of the mos.
tespotic type  Tunis, next to it, is also
w regoncy of Turkey, though the
Ay o Pey i%, to all intents and -
samtary  poses, 4 king sinply paying l:nln‘ﬂ:c
5 fo this suzerain  Algeria, in like
msnuer, is o Hef of Turkey, though for ages
the Doys have been made and uninade by the
insolent Junizaries, anl in the interior several
of the Arvab chiefs awe hut n slight fealty to
the pitate princes who had displaced them.
Still further to the wost lies the Sultanate ol
Moroceo, under an independunt Sovereign, who
owes allegianeo Lo no man, and, like the other
rulors of Barbary. is largely depondent on the
plunder brought in Uy his corsaivs and the
labour of the Christinn sluves who toil in his
squalid towns.  From there to Senegambia we
are in no man’s land. At this point, luwever,
we enter upon a French colony, adjoining the
English one of Gambia. The TFortugucse
have o post hard by, and at Sierra Leone we
possess a station for the reception of manu-
mitted slaves, the trade in black men being
still as brigk, if not altogether as reputable, ns
of old.

As we sail south, the Grain, the Trory, the
(iold, and the Slave Uoasts are passed, the shore
dotted with the white factorios and castles
of the ditferent trading settloments, soveral of
which bolong to the Dutch and Dancs. At
Whydah we are in the territory of the savage
King of Dahomoy, and in this port are the
“ factorics " of various nations, all more or less
engoged in the traffic then pleasantly known
as “the Guinen trade,” and at o lntor date as
that in “ Black Ivory.” But nearly all this
littoral is still in the undisturbed possossion of
a multitude of petty negro moperchs, who sell
their subjects and their prisoners to the white
men, and live upon the proceeda in a parndise
of ramn and gawdy calico,

Tho Portuguese have St Thomes and
Prince’s Islands vnder their flag, and some-
where south of a river celled the Zaire or
Barbeln, which is marked as running only
& short way into the interior, and sug-
gosted os “perhaps only the Niger” the
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Tortugucse colony begins, From the south-
emn  termination of Angola we pass a
long expanse of shore on which is marked,
“No fresh water to bo found on this coast
from Fish Bayto St. Helona Bay, n distanco of
900 1iles,” or, in other words, mntil we reach
tho Unpe Colony, then under the Duteh rule,
Bt it estended very little further than a
strip uround the const A littlo way in the
interior is marked the “ Boshemen’s Country,”
the “ Country of the Booghuanas,” the “ Tam-
bookies,” the «Grigua Counizy,” the « Tama-
kas,” the “ Wanketzens,” and then, in the
midst of a vast blank, the “ Barroloos.”

Up the Enst Const we seo a huge vogion
marked “Caffraria™; another, further on, tho
region of the *Hunmbonsas or Mambookies,”
and so on, until we rench the Portuguese
territories north and south of the Zambesi,
though & few streams vaguely stvageling
throngh this region aro about all the goo-
graphy has to show after the lapse of four
conturies. As we go further north, these
strenms get even fewer, and the nativo tevri-
tories more unumerous, until Abyssinia and
Egypt are veached, when naturally the details
of the map, loosely though thoy are given,
become more frequent.

In the interior, the geography is infinitely
more sparse, and to a large extent mers
guess-work, From the Cape Colony to five
dogrees north of the equator, o distance of
2,400 miles, the chartographer has not even
atiempted to place “elophants instead of
towns.” o contents himself with scrawling
over it “ Rogions unexplored ” : and how well
explored tho 1,800 miles to the north were
may bo guessod from the fact that the “Jebel
Kumri, or Mounisins of the Moon,” sprawl
half across the continent in the same position
in which they have been since the days of
Ptolemy, though in reality thoy do nol, exist
(p. 10), and that the course of the Nigor is
not traced, nor ity termination in the Atlantie
marked, the Znire, which is now known as
the Congo, being hinted as the seaward end
of a river which we now know finds its way
to the Atlantic 600 miles further to the north,
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Nor is it neeessnry {o infimate that the Zairve
is not portrayed much beyond the falls, that
the sources of the Nile are not marked, and
that the heginuings of the Shiré aud the Zmn-
Dbesi ave not indieated, unless, indeed, the half-
dolineated “Maravi Lakoe” is to be aceepted
as Nyassa, Nor, alter fignring in waps for
ages, are the Nilo Takes portrayed on this
map near tho close of the eighteenth contury.
None of the other grent African lakes—
Tanganyika, Chad, and N'gami—are hinted
at, while the geography of the regions south of
the Nile is still lavgely that of BEerisi and
leo Africanus, many of whose pluce-numes,
though tho places ne longer exist, ave marlked
on maps of Moroeco duting loss than thivty
yours apo,  Littlo 8 stated frow actnal olsorv-
ation, bt a great deal from anulogy and the
report of Arab and Hanssn traders. Thus
we are told “it is the general opinion that
the Mountains of Kong wite with Jibhol
Kumnnd, or Mountaing of the Moon. In
opposition to tho above, the Haussn tradoers,
in describing the diffieulties attonding thoir
journey from Haussa o Lagos, on the coast
of Guinea, speak of rivers, morasses, and
large lakos, but mmke no montion of
mountains.” Mountains are, howevor, be-
slowed pretty freely. TFor opposite Zanzibor,
for six hundred wmiles parallol to the coast,
is the “Lupata” range, which seems a
lmgish feature in Alrican geography to be
indicnted as “ doubt{ul.”

Arrica N 1892

When we toke up o map of the present
day we find many chonges. Egypt is still
there, as it hns boon for more agos than
written history has taken couni of But
though much larger than the Egypt of 1702,
in spite of a rebellion on the uppor waters of
tho Nile, it is no longer the country of a
century ngo. The Pasha has become a Kbe-
divo, or hereditary Vieeroy, and so
little hold has the Sultan of Turkey
upon. the country that, to provent
snarchy, the Land of the Phanohs
is administered under the protection of British

A survey of
‘the modera
map of
Africa,

bayonets. Tripoli is, however, more Turkish
than ever,  For the heroditary “Basha” has
disappeared, and the eountry, no better and
no worse than of old, is aguin an ordinary
provinee of tha Ottoman Sultan.

Tunis, diminished a little i bulk, has
ceased to have any connoetion with Turkey;
for the old regency is under that name a
virtnal colony of Franco. In Algiers the Deys
aro only an evil memory. Their capital, and
the capitals of the native chiefs whony they
displaced, are every day niore and nmore gotting
Froneh towns, with boulevards and hotels,
filled with crowds of gny invalids and gayer
idlors seeling lLere the sunshine which is
tlenied them in the winter of their novth-
orn homes.  Railways interseel ib in ovory
direction, and evon the desert is being
redeomed Dy means of deop wells sunk
through the arid soil to the supply of water
undorgronnd. Moroceo nlone remains inde-
pendent,  Bul cven thore, in spite of the
lack of roads and railways, and all othor
civilised applinnceos, the Prince of True
Beliovers is fooling the heavy hand of the
Infidel. The Spaniards still hold Ceuta and
throo other pluces on the coast, and have of
lote reclaimed one* which they had aban-
doned on the Atlantic seaboard several cen-
turies ago, and are waiting with the French,
and of late with the Germans else, for any
oxcuse to selze at once, and with interest, the
ports which they were forced to abandon in
the sixteenth and soventecnth centuries. In
oll the coast towns Furopeans ave numerous
and aggrossive. Their envoys are no longer
inclined to wink at any infraction of their
rights ; and though tho interior is still left to
tho Faithful, there is a growing deternination
to insist on the treaty right which permits
the Nazarene to go whore he list, and stay
where he dare. They have even settled in
the capitals. And thero are now no Christian
slavos, and no ships, pirate or otherwise,

South of the Morocco bounds—though the
Sulten claims the tervitory when it suits his
purposo, snd diselaims his authority over it

* Tfini, or Santa Cruz de Mar Pequefia,
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when thore i o talk of indemnity {or the
Inwlessnoss of his liegos therealiouts—a Dritish
trading post st Cape Juby is the first of vur
outposts in North-Western Africa,  Frowm
Cape Bojador to Cape Bluneo the Spanish
ussert o protoctorate, though, with the excop-
tion of & flng-post at Rio el Oro, there is Tittle
of Castile therenbouts sxeops on tho map.
Trern Lapo Blanco to Sierra Leone there is
a French colony, that of Senegal, near the
const, that of the Fronch Soudan in ibe
“hinterland * beyond, thongh the continuity of
Gullie rule is broken, as of old, Ly the Gambia
colony—now independont of Sierra Leone—
and the Portaguese tervitory on each bank
of the Rio Grande. The Bissagos Isles hove-
abouts are wlso Lusitanian, but the Lox are
Buitish ; and Sierra Leone has now attained
the dignity of a British dependency, mein-
tained for the profit of negroes, few of whom
ave natives of this part of Afriea. Then comos
Liberia, a republie of American freedmen.
After & shwot interspace of unsnnexed
tervitory, the French again claim the const
and the back country to the bounds of Cape
Coast, into which the old Fanti protectorate
is now morged, and, for all practical pur-
poses, the nominally independent kingdom of
Ashanti also.  Togoland, south of thiy is
German soil; and though the kingdom of
Dnhomey is still to bo traced on the map, the
British on oune silo, and the French on the
other, are pressing his sable majesty sorely.
So much, indeed, is he hemuned 1n that, with
the exceplion of Whydah, his const-line is in
French bands ; end even Whydsh was for o
time annexed Ly Portugal But it is no
longer a flourishing pott, ot rather roadstead ;
its factories decayed with the slave trade, and
before long it, too, will own new masters. In
oll the wide region drained Ly the lower course
of the Niger and its tributaries, British in-
fluence once more asserts itself in the shape
of tho Royal Niger Company and the Jmperial
Commnyissioner of the Ol Rivers. Fernando Po
(p. 14) is still o dismal Spanish isle. So is
Anvobon; and Trinee’s and St. Thomas
Isles, perhaps because no one clse cares for
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them, continue as of old to fly the flag of
Portugal.

But frown the Rio del Rey to the Campe
River we now discover for the first time the
(ferman  eolony—without colonists—of the
Cameroony, where not wmany years ago the
British mission sottlemont of Victoxia was the
only sign of the white man’s domination.
South of this is the vast territory of French
Congoland.  With the exception of the little
Portugnese patch at Cabinda, the Free Congo
Ntate oceuypies the country on the south bank
of the Congo Rivey, to the Lake Tanganyika,
nore than hallway across Africa.

Portugueso Wost Africa is much as it
always was, but Damaraland and Namagqualand,
the waterless waste of the old maps, is all
Ulerman, with the excoption of a number of
smnll islets off the coast. The Cape Colony,
with its off-liers ready for absorption, is now
o huge avea, stretching far to the north,
cither ns a self-governing dependency, a
Crown Colony like port of Bechuanaland,
a protectorate like the rest of it and so
many other native territories, or, as o « British
sphere of influence,” under the rule of the
Dritish South Afvican Company, whose proper
territorics arc Matabele and Mashonaland.
Dut two “whole cantles” cut oul of this
nrea of South Afrien arc the Boer (Dutch)
Republic of tho Orange Free State and the
South Afriean or Transvaal Ropublic, both
more or less under British influence or control,
and between which and the Indian Oconn lie
the colony of Natal and Zululand.

The coast north of this country is under
Portugal. Some of the islands in the Mozam-
bique Channel aro, however, French, and all
the great island of Madagascar is either
claimed in fee or is a protectorate of the same
Tower. At Cape Delgado German Enst Africa
begins, and ends at the River Umba, but ex-
tends internally to Victoria Nysnza and the
castern side of Lake Tanganyika, Zanzibar,an
Arab Sultanate, i3, with Pemba Isle, a British
protectorate, and up to the River Juba, where
the supposed Itelion sphere of influence
begins, the Imperinl East African Company
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claims tho country as far onst as TUganda,
the headwater of the Nile, Darfur, and the
Egyptian Soudan.  Sokatra [slo is, however,
British, and on the northern shore of Somali-
land to Obock, where the French have a foot-
hold, tho British flag waves onco moro.

-
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bt the European Powers who havo pareelled
out Africe amongsy them clim gy, wgop.
the Dnck country also. 1leneo terlana”

Algeria and Tunis have a * hinterlad "—the
word has becomo naturalised in the languago
of diplomacy — stretching to within fiftcen

ON THIE CONGO, LOOKTNG TOWARDS THL MQUTH OF THR RIVER.

Abyssinia s an Ialisn protoctorate, and
Massowah an Italian town, though Pexim, an
island at the entrance to the Red Ses, is, liko
Aden on the opposite Arabian const, a depend-
ency of (ireat Britain. Boyond this, Egypt
is rogarded as the rightful lord, though per-
haps it would be more correct to rogard the
protectors of Egypt as the true masters. For
if tho Nile Delia is still under the Khedivs, it
is likely to long remain within Dritain’s
“sphere of influence.” So much for the coast;

degrecs of the equator, “ marching,” as the
Scots say, with the northern linits of the
British «hinterland” in the Niger rogion;
while the other nations have been so liberal in
dividing the black man's lands amongst them,
that, out of the 11,514,300 square mniles, which
is the latost cstimalo* of the African aves, not
more than 2,021,583 romain unappropriated,

* By Mr, Rovenstein. This eslimato, however, ihcludes

nll of the Afrecan islands. including Si. Iolens, Ascension,
and Tristan da Cunha, far in the Aslantio.
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thongh of eourse only a small portion of the
remainder can be deseribed as effoctively
occupied, Dut the interior, which, wuch less
papiaty  than Inll u contury age, bad never
The o been reached by any white oan
toemex-  nore than a comparatively short
gﬁ&%m distanes from the coast, s now
forly years. Ligen poncteated {tom the east und
fromn the west, from the north and from the
south, while the continout has been o often
crussed from sea to sen thut o new jowney of
this sort fuils to arouse more than o languid
intorest in o world grown very Dlusd since
Livingstone's day.

Tho sourcos of the great river of Egypt are
no more a secrot. “Honor e Nilo” is no
longer to Lo sought, and the lakes which the
old geographers had heard of are now laid
down on the maps with more nccurncy than
were many Europesn shects of wator a eontury
ago. The Congu (p. 25) has beon traced to its
source, and most of its great tributarics followed
far iuto the primeval forest. The Niger course
it known with abnost cqual accuracy, and
Timbuetoo is so fumiliar a city that a French
gunboat hos anchored off its port, and a
French railwny is likely bofore long to divert
its trade to a Fronch colony.

From Tripeli, and from Algeria southward,
endloss routu-mnps have cnobled oll the
chicf arcas of the Sabara to Lo charted, and
the negro kingdoms of the interior to bo
deseribed so cavofully that Borm, and Kanem,
and Wadu, and Baghirmi, and Lake Chad,
around which they lie, are to-day far letter
known than were Ashanti and Dahomay in
the duys when Baxth and Nachtignl wore not.
British colonists are at home in lands which
were blanks on the maps of loss thau o con-
tury since, and on Loake Nyassa, discovered, or
re-discovered, Ly Livingstons, there gre met
only mission stations, but stemners, and the
trading posts of o [nrge conunercial company,
and of sevoro] private ndventurers, using the
term in ifs older and betier sense. The
Victoria Nyanzn, Tanganyika, and the Albert
Nyanzo aro already, or will soon be, quite as
much the centros of an incipient civilisation.
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For the merchant and the missionary ave
there, and they are {ar up the Niger, and the
Congo, and the Shiré, nnd Cardinal Lavigerie's
miltant ordor of monks are advaneing from
onsls to oasis into the very heart of the
notthern desert,  The Uongo and the Zan-
besi, tho Roviumna and the Dungwe, are
almost cvory day becuming more and more
the high-roads of cornmerce. In short, Afriea
is waking up. The loreign sluve trade is at
an end, and though it is scareoly possible evor
to ontirely sbolish thut cwried on in the
interior, the cfforts of the Furopenn Powers
are likely to reduco it 1o a minimum, Twenty
years ago, to use the wurds ol My, Stanlay in
April, 1801, “England held sway over but
330,000 miles. To-day her powor oxionds
over two and three-quarter millions of miles,
Four hundred Europenn officors are engnged
in Western Afrien, 200 in Enstern Africa, and
in South-Fastorn Afries there are us wmany
ore. They have flotillas of steamers on the
lnkes now ; even railways are running towards
the spot where I found David Livingstono
Alrica is six times larger than the continent
of Burope, and it is time that its landa were
explored aud exploited for the benefit of
civilisation. I saw, sixfeon yems ago, that
the inhalitants themselves would never be
able to bring their land to the stale of eivilis-
ation which it ought to be brought to, and
T felt then, when speaking for the fivst time
to a powerful chief, like St. Aungnstine when
he landed in Britain and told King Ethelbert
of the truths he might find in the Gospel.
There are now fifty missionary stations in
Africa sowing the seeds to which David
Livingstone gave his lifs, aud I doubt not
that there are children listening to me who
will live to hear the good news that there
are millions of Central Afiicans who have
lentned that stirring anthem, ‘Glory to God
in the highest, peace on earth, end goodwill
to men’”

OnsractEs T0 ATRICAN COLONINATION.

Tt will therefore be scon from the preced-
ing pages that African exploration and settle-



UBSTAULES T0 THE COLONISATION OF AFRICA 7

ment have sufiered from climate and from
ignorance rathor than from poverty of the soil
or from lostility of the nalives. The north
was already oceupicd by a valorons people,
who resisted cvery attewpt to share the land
with any stranger. The middle region was
hot and sickly. The south was far away, and
tho cooler plateaus of the interior were un-
known, The rivors were, for the first part
of their course, bounded Ly inalarions country
fatal to the Europoan constitution, and, when
they began to diain healthier regions, were
found to be impeded Uy catarnets which
stopped  navigation; while the unfriendly
charactor of the natives incrossed as the
son was lelt Lehind,

But Austenlia, for most of the swmmer, is
as hot as any part of Alriea, and is infinitoly
poorer in resourees, nud much more distant
from Burope, besides boing withont any groat
navigable rivers. Yet this romolo country,
tho soil of whivh in 1792 elnimed only o few
hundred freo settlers, is now the homoe of moro
than 4,000,000 peaple, and dotted with cities
far suporior to any in Africa,

North America was not colonised along tho
banks of its rivers, any more than South
America. owed much to the Orinoco, the
Arnzon, and the La Plate; and the snvages
disputed ovory foot-broadth of the soil with
the advancing tide of immigration. Yol the
United Siates, which in 1792 had not over
fivo millions of whites, has now thirteen times
as many, Central America is, over o large
extont of its arca, as pestilential as any part
of Africa. Yol the progress of these fever-
mvagod, voleano-harassed, earthquake-riven
Statos hes, in spite of civil war and bad
govermnenl, been steady so far as population
is concernod. Novortheless, until well into
this century, and, over o largo area of its
habitable portion, until very recently, Africa
was nlmost left to itself, so far ns European
immigrants were concernad, a fow (raders on
the coast and a fow colonists in the south
being the only white men within its bounds,

The truth scems to be that, just at the
period when the longing eyes of Europe were

hoing dovotod to Afrien, the vast discovories
in another part of the world withdrew in
that, direetion the enterpriso, the
capital, and the courngo which
would  doubtless have otherwise
Dbeen bestowed on a continent neaver
home.  Spain and Portugal had
boen eagorly aggressivo in Northern
Africn, and meditating groat {hings on the
castern and wostern sides of the continent,
when news enme that o (fenoese mariner had
lit, upow a fairer world on the other side of
the Atlantie, Al first tho tidings arousod
comparatively little nttontion. Kvon in Spain,
the islands which wore supposed to be the
western limits of Lodin had so fow atteactions
for the Lacklands of the Peninsuln that the
secondl expedition of Colmnbns had to be
manned by galloy-slavos,  Tut this rpathy was
of shorl duration, as, yoar allor year, cvory
home-coming ship brought nows, strange in
itself, and stranger still ag it passed in an
exaggernted form from mouth to nouth, of
the wealth of the country north and south of
Hispaniola—of Mexico and Venezueln, Quilo
and Guiang, and the Golden City of Manos, of
the Pampas bordering the River of Silver, of the
inconceivable riches of Peru—and by-and-by,
in mors sober language, of the good farming-
lands I Virginia and New England. Every-
thing was novel, everything wonderful; nothing
dull, nothing txite from long familiarity.

With these rivals to face, Africn and its
“golden joys” ceased to attract the adven-
turers. Amorica was now the field of foriune
to which hied the soldidos and the swash-
bucklers, the econdottieri who had survived the
hangman, the mercenaries who had learned
their trade under Sforza of Milan or had
inherited the traditions of Fra Moreale and
Francis of Crrmagnola, with & swarm of ne'er-
do-wells in peril of axe and rope, the Grand
Inquisitor, or the debtors’ prison, The gal-
lants who a {ew yenrs Leforo had been dresm-
ing of looting Foz with Dom Sebastian, or
colonising Mozambique with Albugquerque,
could think of nothing less than the gelden
sun of Cuzeo or the turquoise masks of
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Mexico. Even the pirates, who had hitherlo
found Africa and the India-bound ships their
richest pruy, twmed their prows to the West,
Thus for ages the Black Continent was left to
those not bold enongh for the Indies or not
fortunate enough to shars in therr plunder
Trade with it no doubl gradually grew np,
Portuguese eolonists (of & kind) were enticed
to Angoln aud the oppusite shore, and the
uerenntile settlomonts of various Powess, under
the npmes of forts and factories, sweltered
along the sultry shore of the Gulf of Guinea
or braved walavin o little way up its rivers.

But the tuinea Trade was for thres cen-
turies tho shame and the ruis of Africa. For
whatever clse might be bought from or sold
to the dusky folk, the staple merchandise
was black men and women, dragged from
theiv homes to toil as slaves in the plantations
of the New Warld. Heuco, the discovery of
America had a double effect mpon Afiea,
sinco it first attracted the cnterprise of the
colonists that would most likely have found
an. outlet there, and then, by raising tribe
againat tribo, turned the couutry into n deserl,
and prevented anything like legitimate trade.
Most of the esrly physical obstacles to the
colonisation of Afriea have vanished, or have
boon diminishod by the resources of seicuee
or by tho progress of discovery. But though
the Furopean and Awerican slave trade is
now o thing of the past, the hunting and salo
of men still continues for the supply of the
nstive markots, and until this censes Afviea
will not sottle down. to the nrts of pence.

It was unly when America no longer afforded
an essy road to fortune, when hostile tarifty
and rivals, where of old there had léen
castomers, forced Europe to tind new fields
for hor growing population and her surplus
manufactaires, that Afvica began to receive
the attention which four centuries ago it had
firgt abtrocted,

What shapo this assmmed, what ageneies
wera ot work in the former devolopment of
the continent, what likelihood theve iz of their
becoming important factors in the future, will
be the theme of these volunes We shall

'

THE STORY OF AFRICA.

narrnto this chequered tale sometimes by the
hand of the explorers themselves, at other
times frow information supplicd and revised
by thomselves or by those who took part in the
work, andl at all thues from the mnest authentie
materinls,

Tue EvorurioN oF AFRICAN ExXeronaTiow.

At fivst sight it might seem ay if the ex-
Plorativn of Africa had been eonductod with-
out, plan or systern—that it was taken up and
droppert, begun again at some new part, and
a8 suldenly tried once more in cireum-
stanees which appeared entirely unrolated to
those which preceded it. To n certain extont
this iz trne. Thoe explorers who penotratecd
the continent in carly days had no pro-
gramme before them. They did nof, like
those under the anspicos of the intemational
scheme of vecent years, work in co-operation,
or with any mutual understanding. But i
all history there is a motive at work, even
when event follows event with the least sem-
blance of law. And it is found thnt the
universal law of evolution applies to the acts
of men and nations uite as much as it docs
to the growth of plants and snimals and the
development of civilisation, Hence,in tracing
the influonces at work in oponing up Africa, it
is not diffieuls, for the purpose of stndy, to
throw thesc into great groups.

An attempt has been made to classify the
periods of African explovation * dwing the
Inst century or so into two great
epochs, The first of these isgff'om desota
1788 to 1850, when (up to 1830) Aty en
the Niger problem was being solved Florations,
by individual exploration, and the time after
that date devoted to minor work in the
Nile torritories and in South Afiies. The
second epoch oxtonds from 1850 to the
present period, during which the explors-
tions in Northern and Southern Equatorial
Afrien were comnected with one another,
Thus from 1850 to 1862 the Nile and Zambesi

* Bupan’s “Ein Jolnhundert der Afrike-Forschung *
Peterminnw's Geographische Mittheilungen, vol. xxxiv. ;
and Silva White, “ Development of Africa? (1890).
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problemns, and the geography of the Soudun
and the Sahara, veeupied a number of travel-
levs, Frow 1862 to 1877 the (‘ango problem
was the one which engrossed most attention,
and in the course of the journeys with that
object, in view the nnknown lands between
tho eastorn and wostern sides of Hquatorinl
Afviea ware 1ansncked,  Trom the latier of
these dates, nll that hus heen left in the
way of exploration has been to fill in details
anl extend colonisation in tropical and sub-
tropical Africa.

Compared with what the men of twenty
ot thirty years ago had lefore thom, there is
now little actual new cutmtry to be mapped

Still the Afiiean explorer need not sit down
and weep, for if he hes not a new world to
Unexpiorea  CONqUeT, he has a wider expanse of
4fte ypknown regions to bring within
tho ken of the chartographer than the men of
lnst century thought tit to lny down npon their
blank maps. The Sghars, for example, has
never been systomatically explored, our know-
ledge of it being obtained simply from routes
taken in vavious directions; so that there nre
still vast regions coutignous to the Soudan
about which we know little, though it is not
10 be expecter that such arid land has many
secrets 1o store.  Much of Moroceo and the
Marrocan Atlos i still not leid down on
our moaps, Back from the Wost Coast there
are still many unvisited lands, and num-
bers of the Congo, und even of the Niger,
tributaries, with tho country between them,
have still to be traced. The Liberians have
dono little to oxplove their “ hinterland”; ut
before long the back countries of tho French
Conge and the Geiman provinces in West
Afriea will be cxamined as completely as any
in & continent where fow regions me surveyed
by any menns more acournte than a rough
voconnnissence. Even then, betweon the lines
paced by travellers, much remains to bo filled
in; while anything liks an exhaustive inquiry
into the resourees or matural history of any
avon outside of Egypt, Alweria, Tunis, and
the British colonies i unknown. This is
the heritoge of the Coming Man.

I
e,
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THE STORY OF AFRICA.

But the development of Afriea has not
quite proceeded on the lines laid down by Dr,
Supan. [t has nover been systeniatically ex-
Plored, as might be nforred from his classi-
lication of the porfods during which speeial
regions were ransacked, or partienlar geograph-
fenl problems solved.  Nor were thoso who
opened it up always explorers by ealling ; they
became so0, iIn many nstences, Ly accident.
They were slavers, or pirates, or visionaries
looking for Prester John. Yet if we study
the story of the ovolution of Afiica [rom
davkness to daylight, it will be scen that
though one motive often overlaid another,
and all of them were,at times actively in
opuration, there have been from time to time
cortain great influences at work in upen-
ing up the continent. Occasionally one has
been dropped in order to take wp a socond,
and again resumod. Vet on the whole it will
bo found convenient to throw the history of
African discovery under certain greal heads
or tendencies, these tendoncies being, in not a
few cases, not geographical at all, and set in
action by traders who never stirred far from
the coast, eared little for loarning, and oven, in
some instances, kept the knowledgo of its re-
sources as much as possible to themselves.

The traders who ostablished the eavliest
* factories along the West African shore had,
we may take it, a8 a class, little ,,
desiro to add to geographical know- traders as
ledge. But in search of gold, and =PI
ivory, and dye-woods, and of barbaric sultans,
to whotn, like Marlowe's wealthy Moor, poarls
wero like pebble-stones, some of them penc-
trated the rivers on the banks of which they
had stafioned themselves; or the necessity
for their moking friends with the black kings
with whom they dealt led to embassios
which added considerably to the knowledge of
inner Afrien. But theso early pioneers were
generally unlettered men, who did not think of
preserving the vecords of their journeys, or if
they did, reported only to their principals in
Europe, who generally onrcfully concealed the
journals of which they beenme possessed, lest
their rivals might profit by the information,
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To this day the same sysiem holds good.
The Oil River merchants kept what thoy
knew out of print until concealment was
no longer possible, and untl Du Chaillu’s
time the Gaboon traderg added little to the
knowledge of African geography beyond the
limits of their settlonient.

Bat Ly-and-by cowpetition on the coast
abridged profits so severely that the more
enterprising werchants bethought
them of tapping the intevior Ly
other moans than through the
Niger. middlemen by whom the produce
of inner Africn veached the sen.  Then
came that longing to rewelr the Uppor
Wiger and the eity of Timbuetoo, about the
magnitude and vichos of which exaggorated
tales had for ages been filtoring to Kurope
through native veports. This longing led to
o host of expeditions, first from the wost, and
then, whon the feverish charncter of the river-
mouthy became nolorious, [rom the healthior
north, These oxpeditions beeame vory earnd
alfairs about o century ago, when the African
Association was founded, and have continned
at intervals to our own day, though the ori-
ginal motivo has censed to operate in the snne
way. But the scekows after Timbuctoo and
the Niger sources were the linenl descendanta
of the mon who, in quest of slaves and ivory,
plunder, and Prester John, first broke ground
in West Africa, It is even permissible to
beliave that somo of tho gentlemen who sent
Mungo Pnrk on his expedition were not alto-
gether disinterested, since soveral of them wore
directly concerned in what was then the staple
branch of the “Guinea trade” and no doubt
hoped that his oxplorations might enable
thewn to advance that lnerative and, a century
ago, most rospectable line of commerce.

However, long before the Niger was heard
of, and Jong after its headwators had ceased
Tho soskers 10 DO the primum mobile of African
Warihs travel, the mystory of the Nile had

" aroused the attention of the world,
and led to a vast amonnt of exploration,
which has coased only within our own day.
It was always the groat African Taystery.

The seekers
after Tim-
buctoo and
the Uppar

Tt was direetly due to these speculations
that the Kast Afmean lakes were dliscovored,
n_nd t.hp cmu'sn.ul Africon explom- . g
tion diverted from the north and African
wost to that side of the eontinent. };iléf: :,?_d
For the Nile lakes of Aristotle und vlorers.
Dtolemy woro found in scarching for a route
more dircet than that which followed the
never-ending windings of the river of Egypt
These lakes having been discovered, and the
populous native kingdows on their banks
brought to light, the ambition of Tsinail Pagha
(p. 32) to unnex theso rogions was the begin-
ning of o long train of misorios for Egypt, and
a vhange in the fortunes of the Nilo Valley, the
ondd of which is not yot. Undor (Le thin
disguiso of erushing tho slave trado ho ostab-
lished his officials far i the interior, and
wmised such animositics wnong the nativos,
that the wurrection of the Mahdi [ollow-
ing rapidly upon tho muliny of tho Army,
due direetly to diseontent with the oppressive
sorvico cntailed by these schemes of the
Khedive, brought England into the Dolta, and
precipitated the lurid events which followed.
To this far-ronching project of Ismail way
be traced his own deposition, the death of
Gordon, the loss of the Soudan, the ocoups-
tion of Massowah by the Italians, and the pro-
tectorate of Abyssinia by the same power, the
heroic stand of Einin Pachn, the transcon-
tinental expedition of Stanley, which rescued
him to so little purpose, and even the Anglo-
German agreement, which resultod in Queen
Vietoria and Kaiser Wilhelm dividing up the
greator part of Africn between thom. This
chapter, long thongh it has becn, may not
close for ages yet to come.

Meanwhilo there had amived, quietly at
first, though not so penceably altorwards,
colonists to stay, instcad of travel- .
lers to make a journey and return oolonisstion
whenee they came, or traders in- of Arlon.
tent on earning » fortune to spend anywhere
than in Africa. But as long as the slave
traffic was tho staple business of Afriea, colo-
nisation in the striot sonse of the term was
unkmown. The “ factories * were siniply forts,
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the governors of which exercised no control
over the sirrounding country, nor made them-

seives responsiblo cither for the conduet of

the nntives or for their dofence. But when
territorinl rights and Governments wero ostab-
lished, our wars with the natives began, cither
in repelling the aggressions of noighbouring
tribes, or in defending our colonists against
the savages whom we had annexed This

. IeMAfL PASHA, EX-KHTDIVE OF EGYPT.

" introduced a long episode in the history of
, Africn, and led to many other developments
; »in the opening up of the continent,

" For the lmnters who were attracted to
“South Africa by the immense swarms of elo-
" Wapsthe | PHANLS, lions, and other large game,

s ol pushed in pursnit of their quarry
: " far-beyond the bounds of civilisa-
« fion,” and, when animals became scarce in
. thess regions, wandored still further afield,
o until Bast Africa and the regions- in the
- vieinity of the Iakes were not unfumiliar to
7 them,  Their deseriptions of these regions led

4
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» rgolonists to -venfure, thither, and the Boers,

dissatisfied with British rule in the Cape, to
found republics atter their own way of think-
ing in what was then no man’s land, their
“trek,” however (p. 29), was soon to bo fol-
lowed up by that of a more progressive race.

As Europe got ashamed of the wrong it had
wrought Afrien by encouraging the traffic in
human beings, it endeavoured to
make amends by sending teachers
to the black people. Thaso mission-
nries were for a long time the most
aotiva agents in adding to our knowledgo of
the country, one of them being the first
riton—it not the fivst Ruropean—to cross
the continent, while his stimulus soon brought
swarms of more professional explorers into the
interior. The centres of civilisation they estab-
lished attracted the botter class of traders
and woke up Furope to the horrors of the
slave raids, The expedition of Stanley “in
search of ¥ Livingstone—who was not “lost”—
drew attention to Tanganyika, and directly to
the mission-fields lying xipe around that lake,
while the next journey of the snme exploror
tesulted in the missionaries going to Uganda,
and to & grent deal which will be hest con- -
sidered under succeoding sections, But while
the missionaries have been important agents
in opening up Africs, they have been innocent
instraments in creating many of the disturb-
ances between the whites and the natives, the
Abyssininn war, among others, being traceable
to the complications which their presence. in
the interior caused.

The erossers of the continent form & promin-
ent class nmong Afvican explorers. Livingstone
was the fixst of them, or, at least, g, -
the first who gave any tangible Furopean
acconnt of his journey, and in a She von "
more ot less direct manner he led aent
to the expeditions which followed his, the
wanderings of the great missionary proving
the turning-point in the exploitation of tha
continent, just as the establishment of the
Afrienn Association, in 1788, may he regarded
a8 the initiation of African exploration in
earnest.  These transcontinental journeys
have now ceased fo be geographical wonders;

The share
of the mis-
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opening up
Africa.
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but the roesults which followoed then comple-
tion have boen of an importance so great and
so far-roaching that it I almost impossible
to exaggorate ‘them.

For they led, ender alut, to the scheme of

soveral notable journeys were made under

its avspices, and a stunulus was imparted

to the development of the continent which

it has mnever lost durng the yoaus that

have clapsed sice the formation of this gec-
graphical league
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international cxploration, each nation under-
taking a special section, the travel-

intome ° lors whom it despatchedl not over-
Uenatex- lapping the work of their colleagues,

while the members of the Associa-
tion were, theoretically at least, to be mspired
by no motivo loss lofty than the desire to
perform their task for the coromon good in
the most perfoet manner possible. Praotically
dealing with a host of ambitious men, some
of them incompetent, and most of them in-
experienced, the result did not come quite up
to the lofty standard fixed at Brussels. This
Golden Age of African exploration lasted but
# short peried ; for it left out of account that
intangiblo entity called Human Nature, Still,

3

For out of this shoit-lived
understanding arose the Congo
Free State, which
is still an cxperi- e e
mont, though one Jonge Free
ditteving from that
which 1esulted in the formn-
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tion of Tiberia in so far that it is mot
administered by freed negrocs, but by while
men. Alroady, howover, the decont pretence
of independence has consed; for as it was
sunply & philanthropic ides of the Belgian
king, supported for years out of his privy
purse, it has gradually become little less
than » Belgian colony, governed entirely
by Belgian officers. But though it is still
from a commercial point of viow a very
moderate snccess, the stations that have
been established on the banks of the Congo
half across Afrien have formed the basis from
which an immense awtount of exploration by
its own officers and Ly missionaries has gouno
on, and is still proceeding.
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Another epach in the history of savago
Afrion evolved itsell out of this airy scheme,
gince the jealousios which were
wronsed by the necessities for fixing
the bomydarios of the new ypro-
vince fired the ambitien of States which
hiad hitherto afloeted tho vole of disintercested
philanthropists.  But the self-denying cluuse
in tha conrpact by which the fitat Indépend-
ant du Congo was estublished did not long
mierfere with the gratitieation of that carth-
hunger by which so many of the Huropean
netions were troubled. Then hegan thut
scramble for Afrien which, after o sort of
pandemonium of anuexation, scttled down
quictly to a grave partition, according to
mutual agreements, though net without
{rictions and occasionally graver misunder-
standings.

The summary partition of “unappropriated”
Africa—for tho lords of the soil, who may
yet have somecthing to say, were
scantily consulted—led to the 1ise
of the greut commorcial companies
by which Africn is now to a large extent
govurned and exploited, of indesd the forma-
tion of these imitutions of the medinval Asso-
ciation which acquired for England so many
possessions boyond the svas did not actually
necessitate the aunexotions in question. These
Jjoint-stock sovercigns are at this moment the
mast remarkable of wll the modemn develop-
menis of Afvien, for thongh its emliest settle-
ments were largely due to corporations such
as theso, until lately thoy have Leen regurded
as abandoned in favonr of diveet control
by the Crown. It is therofore with the
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OF AFRICA.

formation of these guilds and their proceed-
ings that we shall havo last of all to deal.
Alrendy  the  diplomatic  trouble asiesundar
they huve caused, the expeditions compantes.
of discovery and “velief” which have been
nndertaken by ofticials acting on their behalf,
the pioneer journeys by their agents, and
the opening out of rogions hitherto scarcely
lnown even by name, call for a longer chapter
in the history of Africa than many of thoso
recorling the events of contwios prior to
1884,

Under these headings—though possibly not
always in the strict sequence indieated—it
will bo possible to find w place for most of
the lending events which form the modorn
chronicles of a “continent ” which is ceasing
to be “dark” The nareative will, natwully,
not be rigidly chronological One series of
evonts st at times wnecessarily overlap
another, but, as aranged in these pages, the
agencies at work in the development of &
yuarter of the world long left to itself will be
better understood, and be less intricate, than
if they were velated after the usual historical
{ashion, as if they had occurred haphazard,
without any law influencing thejr sequence.

And, last of all, after a toble of dates in
African history, we shall be in a position to
cast tho horoseape of the continent and its
proples, to venture as it wero on some prophecy
regarding the fattre of a land which it will
toke centuries to veclsim from savagedom,
though the attempts made within the last
fifty venrs far outstrip in magnitude all that
had Deen accomplished in the live hundred
that preceded them,
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The Romantic Days of Guinea—0ld Divisions of tho Guinen Coast—The Grain, Ivory, Gold, aud Slave
Consts—Thelr Leading Fentures and Productions—The Rise and Fall of the Chartered Companies of West
Afvice--The Normans—The Portuguesc—The Dutch—The Fiench—The English--Wars Between them snd
their Rivale—Various Companies and the Modifisstions in their Charters~Tho Dancs—Their Period of
Prosperity and their Forte—The Brandenburgers and the Hanwentio Merchants Try their Fortune in the
Gumen—The War between the English Company snd the Dutch—Its Deeny—The Monopoly Thrown Open
—The Tmperial Government Takes Over its Posts—The Associations of West Afrcn—Stenggle for ita
Trade—The Ruined Forts of the Gold Coast and what Caused their Ruin.

THE voyager who sails from the Strait of
Gibralter down tho Atlantic shores of Africa
posses from o region of mederate,
throngh a zone of scant, until ho
eomes within the tropies to a country of heavy
rainfall, This is seen in the choracter of the
vegotation, In Moraceo, cxcept on the sealps
of tha hills, and here and thore in tho valleys,
timber is sparse, though hefore the Arabs cut it
down thero were,so Pliny lolls us, great forests
of onk, and of arrar* and of argen,} through
which roamed herds of elephants, animals
no longer found north of the Sahara. Dnt a
little farthor south, in the provinee of Sus, for
instance, there are years in which the clouds

The Guinea
Coast,

* (Wllitris quadrivalvis—a cypress-like liee, the wood
of whioh js held in such high esteom that it is nob
allowed to be exported.

1 drgania Siderosylun, n tree confined to Morogo. An
ofl extrasted from its nute is extensively nsed in Moorish
cookery.

never burst, and famines are consequontly
frequent. The land here and for leagues
beyond is parched and dry, and often desert,
dotted with a fow dates, and palwettoes, and
prickly acacian, and roamed over by nomadic
tribesmen, half tobbars, half hordsmon, whoss
Dbeast of Lurden is the camel, and whose trade,
when not reaping their seanty patches of
grain, or pasturing their fat-tailed sheep, is
war, or the plunder and enslavement of the
hapless seamnen who may be wreckedl on their
inhospitable coast. From the southermn ter-
mination of the empire of Sultan Moulai el
Hassan to close on the Lorder of the French
tertitory of Senegambia, the country is almost
desert ; it is the westward termination of that
droughty Sahara which, under this or some
other corresponding name, extends in one
broad belt from the Atlantie Lo the Red Sea.
But from St. Lonis southward to the Por-
tuguese colonies we cnter upon n wetter, &
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richer, and n more unhenlthy rogion.  This is
the Guinen of the old writers.®  Its produets
vary, like its climales, in nnmerons partieulars,
thongh, take is as a whole, the land, physie-
ally, hygionically, and from an economie
poutt of view, ¥ vory similar, Tt is not
attractive b a distance; bub it is botter to
examine most of it from the ofing than closer
at hand, Al day long, av we snil and sail
along it, we scw littlo except n flat lench,

OF AFRICA.

crecps into the sea, though oven then the
wooded banks and 1slets in its mouth conceal
froms the vaynger this rifi in the glistening
syl and glemming foarn, whose hollow boom
rings to the scaman many a memory of
swawped boats wnd the ravenous sharks ever
hovering in wait for such grucsomo prey as
frequent mishaps of this natuve bring ready to
thoir jaws. The shore is, indoed, often so low
that the forest secins to rise out of the water,
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MAP OF GUINEA.

backed by a dense jungle, and still further in
the interior, if the haze which hangs over it
clears up a little, » mountain range which
marks the western edge of the hilly plateaus
that occupy the interior of the country.
And on the yellow sand resounds the mono-
tonous thud! thud! of the Atlentic (p. 37)
breaking in » cwling wall of surf Thers is
seldom o gap in this long line of olive gveen,
exoept where here snd there a great river

“The origin of this comprehensive term is disputed.
1t may ba from Ginshos, the first negro region visited by
the Portugnese ; from Ghans, the modern Kano ; from the
hingdom of Jannnh, or Jenne, on the Tpper Niger, or from
Janns, o const town pnoe of note, governed by a deputy
of e & King " of Gunbialand,

the tops of the trees being, at o littlo distance,
the first indications of the approach of land.
Here and thers a solitary palin or cotton-
wood, & native village, or a whitewashed
“factory,” a spot too poor oven for the rank
tropical vegetation, or a hendland, marking,
like Cape Vord, the point where a mountain
spur reaches the ocean, relieves the sameness
of the long leagues of woodland between the
“ Great Desert” to the north and the « Great
Thirst Tand” to the south of it. There are
bettor bits and there are worse , .o ghts
bita; and anong the lalier arc and the Oft
*the Bights,” the insalulrity of Rivers,
which is colebrated in the dolefud ditty already
quoted (p. 18).  Forhere the Niger and other
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rivers erawl seawai(l through o huge series of
forest-covored deltas, formed by the mud
Trought down by their own waters,  This aea
is cither swanp or plain, the former predoniin-
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FLAT BDACH ON THE GUINEA OOAST
BACKED BY DLNSE JUNGLE. !

ating, and the soil a sticky black mud, extend-
ing over a rogion about as laxge as Iveland,
intersected in every direction by lagoons and
creeks and back-waters. Of all the sickly
Bights these * Oil Rivers” are the most pesti-
lent In no part is lever to be avoided;
but in gome the malaria, as at Sierra Teone,
puts on what a poetical traveller has callod &
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Leantiful disguise, Tt “hides 1ts foul breath
with the sweetest of perlumes, and weas the
swnile of sunlight ever on its Iips” But in the
Delta, death, as if sure of its vietims, throws

il 3 Sadtr ¢om L -~ Lo
- 3
':? off the mask. “Once enter that
ot gloomy land "I am quoting the

late Mr. Winwood Reade, a man
m whose great abilities the world
.:& is only now beginning to recog-
S nisc— and the impression can
nover be offsced.  The rivers
filthy as sowers; the slimy mud
stinking in the sun; the Joath-
some crocodiles lying prone upon it, and
ghowing their white bellies as they sullenly
plunge into the stroam; tho foamy, shark-
haunted bnes; the hideous sspoct of tho
people, whose bodies are usunlly covored
with soves; the traders with their corpse-
like faces—all these can be remembered, but
connot be described.”
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No unhealthy is this region that the English
traders never live ashors, Int in the hulks of
old Enst Indinmen or Atlantic linersanchoved
in tho rivers, and thatehad over to sorve at
once for dwelling and shop and warchouse
uniil “1he owners™ ships arrive from Liverpool
to carry homo the produce of thoir traflic with
the natives (p. 33).  There are, or were, whole
hamlots of these hulls, the captaing and ocen-
pauts of which punished thieves and mntineers,
appealing when need bLe to the British Com-
missioner, or his Viee-Consuls, under whoni
the Oil Rivers were placed when they beeame
o protectorute of Uront Britain, or to & gun-
boat when the negro “kings'” intestine quar-
rels or procendings grew intolerable On
every river thers is one of these traders’ courts
of arbitration: and, ns the outlets of the
Niger are numcrous, there is no lack or
justice of o kind, But the kind is wot
choiee, for the type of men who take up their
homes in this deprossing region are mot the
pick of their mative land. It has been
oallod “ o vefuge of rockless and despairing”
Britons.

The wmortality is large, no doubt, yet some
seem to enjoy the Life, snch as it is.  Wher-
evor ony dry lond is found on the Danks
of the vivers there ave cstabliched native
towns, ench with its “king” who speaks
brokon English with a bad vocalulary, and is
genorally o loggerheads with somo swawp
soverelgn furthor up the stream, who has been
intorfering with his trado in palm-oil or ker.
nels or camwood or ivory, blowing up his store
of gunpowder, or helping himself to his rival's
supply of wives. Opposite these villages the
hnlks ave moored. Existence is menotonous
in the extreme. Thare is little to go ashore
for, nothing to stay on board for if business is
not brisk. A foeling of wearisomeness and
deprossion takes possession of the ocoupants,
variod by bonts of fever, and sometimes of de-
lirium tremens, which the muddy river and the
‘banks of reeking oozc, and the interminable
slimy mangrove swamps that fringe them, are
nob ealeulated to romove. The air is hot and
fortid, and ot night the deadly miesma « creeps

L

sy

THE STORY

OF AFRICA.

up from every ereek, and gradually enfolds
all objects in a dmnp white shroud; while
the cronking of the bull-frogs, the cry of a
night-bind, or the lapping ol the rostless tide
against the side of the hulk, ave the only
sounds that break the oppressive silence.”
Without work and the afternoon sca-breeze,
awl the hope inspired by the arrival of a
mail, the Bonny or Old Calalar or Brass
Rivor trader would die of exbaustion, «If
ever o wan was justifiod in seoking consola-
tion in the flowing bowl, it would be in these
rivers, which used to be tho haunt of tho
Palm Oil Ruftian, & croature that would not
have been tolernted even in Alsatia; but the
genus is now rapidly dying out, and soon bids
fair to be classed with the Plesiosaurus and
other extinet reptiles” So much for Colonel
Ellis, on whom I prefer to put the responsibility
of this uncomplimentary verdict, sinec it is
understood thero are optimists who have a
good word to say oven for Bonny and the
Brass Rivor and the “P, O, B”

Rusiness here is'laxgely done on oredit, and
bad debts are so frequent that by the law of
the Delta any member of a tribe is vesponsible
for the linbilities of any other. Accordingly,
if tho trader grows impatient, all he has to do
is to seize tho oil puncheons passing his hulk,
and perwit the owner to settle matters with
the recaleitrant debtor, The const tribes, a
dlegraded but numerous race, ave, for the most
paxt, middlernen, acting as intermediaries be-
tween the whites and the inferior natives,
thongh little by little this systom has broken
down, and will soon bo permitted only when
the convenience of the trader renders it advis-
able. For, in spite of its nnhealthiness — an
unheajthiness which only affects the whites
—the Oil Rivers are among the most thickly
populated and wealthiest parts of Western
Afrien.  Many of the chiefs have become xich
men out of direet traffie, commissions on the
trensactions of their people, and the presents
or “dashes ” of the traders who live amongst
them—there heing & regular scries of gifts or
this kind payable to the potentato in question.
All of tho Delta is & vast natural plantation
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of oil-palms,* from which is extracted some
60,000 tons of the yellow grease used in
making tho hest qualities of English soaps,
candlos, and pomades, just as the French ones
are compounded of the oil of the gronnd nut, +
which, in like manner, is the chief export of
the countries bordering the Henegal and
Gambia farther north, And fiom it also,
there is no scandal in remarking, a good deal
of the “finest salad oil” is oxtrneted, though,
a8 a substitute for the olive, this hmmnble
vegetable, tho “ pea-nut ” of Awmerica i being
1un very closoly by colion-seod. 8o cnomnaus,
indeed, is the trade in palm-oil that the
amount exported from tho Niger Delta equals,
if it does not surpnss, in value, all the other
commoditios sent lo the civilised world from
the Britich, I'rench, and Portuguese sottle-
ments, Yot ab the beginning of the eentury
the gntire export of it from Africa did nut ex-
ceed two hundred tons; for at that dade littlo
oxcept slaves was shipped fromr this rogion,
which cmno to be called the Oil Rivers.
At that time Bonny, which now contributes
16,000 tons, exported 16,000 slavos.

All Guinea is, however, not so bad ns the
Niger Delta. Some portions of it are even
moderately enjoyable to thase who
do not find the “seasoning fevers ”
unbearable. Gambia is little botter
than the region deseribed ; but Hencgambia
is Teasonably healthy, and St. Louis, for West
Airica, isa pleasant town. Sierta Leons bears
an evil name among those who know only
Sierra ‘Teone, All manner of facetions tales
are current, regarding the fatel atmosphere “ of
the white wan’s grave "—how it takes three
governors “to work it,” one dead, one acting,
and r third on his way out ; how when & fresh
official inquired as to his pension, be was told
by the Colonial Office clerks that thore was no
precedent, for any retiring allowsnee, ¥ no one
having over lived to claim it,” 1 and so forth,

The hetter
yarts of
Guinen.

* Blwis guineensis, n species peculiar to West Afrion,
from whence it has hesn Introduced into the West Indies,

1 Arackis bypogea,

1 This talp abtaches also to the Consulate of the Bights,
and, no doubt, to mony other plces besides,
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And undeniably the cownetery of Froctowr,
and, still more patently, the Whilehall re-
cords, are painfully suggestive of there being
some stibstratimn of truth in theso well-womn
legends of the © churnel-house,”

Liagos also is not accounted quite a sane-
torimmn (p.41). But Lagos, in spite of iis terrible
bar, inpassable for weeks at & time, is almost
an approach {o a Buropean town. Even some
of the native towns arc passable so far as posti-
leneo is concerned. Hetween Acern and the
Niger the country, like that on the Upper Gam-
bin and Sencgal, is open, with busy villages,
large markets, and plains waving with corn and
coblon.  Abbeoknla is indeed a wallod “ecity,”
twenty miles round; and Whydah, the port
of Dghomey, though now o docaying place, its
quondam jinportance being due lo the slave
irade, bears the remains of furmer Lzickness in
the differont forts and warchonses belonging
to erchants of many nationalities. Cape
Const Castle (p. 40), Annmaboo, Dixcovoe, Acera
(p- 85), Elmina, and a number of smaller
slations, are, or wore, places of commereial
importance, and, of course, vastly superior ta
the Delte of the Nile; for they aro villages
with, in several instances, substantially built
forts, and in most cases a permanont garrison
of the West India Regiments,

But though they differ in degrees of gran-
deur, as well as in degree of unhenlthiness,
none of them are desirable places

. . . mate of
of residence from & samitary point ihe Guines
of view. Everywhere tho day is %%
extremely hot, but the nights are cool, and
the deeaying vegetation and stagnant water
rendor malarious faver of constant occurrence.
The year on tho windward coast is divided
into rainy and dry seasons. The ain, when
it does fall, pours for from twelve to thirty
hours without ceasing, while the pervading

wet lasts ot Sierra Leone for about four

months, between tho end of May and the
beginning of September. DBut the raing ad-
vance from south to north, not beginning at
Sierra Leone until they are over in the Bights,
and not reaching Senegal until six or eight
weoks after they have been deluging Sierra
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Leone. Tornedoes ave frequent during fow ar
five months 1 the year; yet, except far the
damage they do, are not prejudicial to health,
The lhermattan—<the dector™ of the por-
boited Enropeun—s & dry, coul, nocth-cast
wind, which withers trees, kills tender plants,
splits doors and  window-shutters, removes
the vencer on furniture, and bends back the
boards of books as if they hud been eaposed
to the fire. The baly 15 also aftected.  The
eyes, lips, nostils, and thioat feel dry and wn-
oasy, and by-and-ly the skin begins to peel oft
Nevertheless, as the thevmometor fulls ten
or twelve degrecs, Ruropeans welcome it with
all these disndvantages and even the natives,
who complain of its coolness, admit that it
cuves old nlecys and skin diseascs, interrupts
the progress of epidlemies, such as dyseniery,
small-pox, and ngue, and renders the bedy
less susceptible to infection. As long as it

o

CAPE O0AST CASTLE,

lasts, which is goncraly abont
two weeks at a stretch, In Decom-
ber, January, and February, there *

is not the least dew or moisture

in thoe air, though n kind of haze, obscuring
the sun, moon, and stars, accompanics it, this
stmospheric condition being in marked con-
trast to the copious dampness which at other
periods of the yesr adds fo the discomforts
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of hiving in the vapour-bath known as the
Guines Coast

Ot this abundance of vapour any book
which has dono service on the well-marked
tegion here sketehed (p 36) boars ample proof.
No part of tho continent is good for literature.
Even Northern Alrica is for some months
in the year apt to be wettish, and the Sahars,
like the droughts common to tho south of the
Portuguese tomitory, destroys n volume by
reason of the dry heat to which it 18 sub-
jected, But in Guinen the covers socn fall
oft, eracked and shrivelled by the barmattan.
mildewed by the rains, nibbled by cock-
roaches or devoured Ly white ants It is
aven said—so Mr Reade wffrmns—thet the
leaves become dapositories of discase gerrns,
infecting the reador as he turns them over
like the polsoned manuscripts of the “Arabian
Nights” A nusty small arises from books or

7 ki

clothes that have heen long in the tropics.
This, say the theorists, is due to the invisible
fungus spores that produce the swamp fover.
In like monner, a room long unopered,
or o bed not; recently aived, or the virgin soil
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freshly twned up, is apt
to prosteato with aguo
the rash individual that
approaches them. The Bights are
dens of death where “the malaria,
like & wild benst, sloops through the
day But when night descends, and
the bright sun has disappeared, it arises from
itssearet places and stoals along the river-shore,
and floats on the land-breeze to the vessels
thet are lying in the roads, end winds its way
up the wountnin, and crecps into the town,
and through the windows that are open, to
many o swinging hammock, to mony a bed-
side.  Bleep, swoet sleep, in England the re-
storer, is in Africo. a peril and o snare,”

For no matter how Guines differs—and ity
tribes are varied in their habits, their tongues,
their customs, their faiths, their degrees of
faithlessness, and their origin, just as their
products are not tho same throughout the
anormous stretch of coast which goes under
that name—it has this characteristic in com-
mon It is all mnalarious, It is, a travellor

tells us, who has been “down” agnin and
again with fever in alinost every portion of it,
uniformly bad, thongh there are, no doubt,
districts in other tropical and semi-tropical
countries quite as unhealthy as any part ot
Westorn Africa. From the Sencgal River to
Little Fish Bay, from the Desert of the Moors
to the Desort of the Hottentots, from latitude
15° N, to latitude 15° S.—a sinnous const-
lino of several thousand miles—there is not a
cubic inch of air which is nol in the night-
time impregnated with malwin No Euro-
pean resident escapes the fever, and cven the
natives suffer from it, though in a less degrea.
For a time he may imagine he is to he
the favoured exception to the gemeral 1ule.
He may for days, and possibly weeks, fecl.
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perfoetly well, and even e charmed with the
climate, Dut one day, when he is least ex-
pecting the visitation, it nrrives, Hrst in the
cold, then in the hot, stnge, until a burst of
purspivation velieves him, and, it may be, “ euts”
the fever.  Tlowever, the chances ave it will
come huek ogain and again; when, it the
potient or his friends be wise, he will loave
“tho const,” tn save the little life the demon
hay left within him.  For every repetition of
this exaggoratod form of ague leaves the hody
weaker, and more liable to othor discases,
if it does mot, as it sometimes doos, create
complaints of its own. No regulmity of
lifs con save the most provident of men
from it. Temperance i essentinl, but total
abstinence is no safeguard. Busy men, with
plenty of work to do and plenty of internal
resources to fall back upon, enjoy the nearest
sppronch to immunity, and, contrry to the
general improssion, falr 1wen, men of what is
ealled the sanguine temperament, are nsually
Lotter able to benr up against it and the las-
situde, lack of clasticity and buoynney that
cat inbo tho vitals of overy individual who
lives long enough to enjoy the humble dis-
tinetion of bLeing an “old conster”  None,
however, escape—not cven ot Accrs, now
comparatively healthy. Few while women,
happily, livo on this shore. To then mator-
nity is too often donth, and they ave pecu-
linly constituted if they long retain their
beauty, and their childvren are exeeptional
if they do not wither and die like the
tender bud under the blnst of the desert
8iroeco,

West Africa is prossic enough now. It is
all divided into coloniog, to which no eglomists
fre romam. 0TS Tuled 1y vegulation gover-
Hiodaysof nors, and the common type of
Guine.  Coloninl Office clerks, who issue
yenrly reports, and syuabble with the black
Britons for whose benefit this machinery is
kept going, and ab intervals appear ot the
Colonial Institute with papers descriptive of
the “boundless rosources” of the swaups
for which they are oficially bound to do the
hest. They have even been known to say

i
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sotnething for the climate,* and there is
a case on record in which an Trish governor
sevved two terms by choico at Nierra Leons,
andl wonld have taken o third had not a post
been found for him to which the suspicion of
bureancratic homicide might not so readily
abtach.

Thero nre now no fortunos to be made here,
cither honestly or, as sowne of the eatlier ones
wero enmmed, not quite so homestly. The
official can hope to save little money, and
promotion, beyond a certain point, is slow.
For «if & man can bear the cliiate and
the Liberated Africans, the Colonial Office
nppreciates these rare and rhinoeeros-like
qualities too well to transfer them to another
sphere” The days of mercantile venturing
also are past. Fortunes are more readily lost
than won upon the coast; the trade is regular,
the competition is severe, and the profits are
depressingly small.

How the traders live, and the placomen
work, howthe colonies took their modern shape,
and what their value is to their present pos-
sessors, will form the themo of o later section
of this book. We have in the neantime to
deal with nn carlier, a more romantis, a more
stirring, and, it must be admitted, & less
respectable period in the history of tho
conntry

For vile though this region is, “the spirit
of man” included, drend though the pests of
fover and mosquitoes aro at all times—the
wortn, which bores under the skin when the
wayfnrar lenst suspects nischiof, ring-worm,
elephantingis, craw-craw, ond the million
insect plagues that moke life barely worth
living—thig portion of the continent was the
scenc of the earliest of African explorations,

*On the 13th of May, 187, Lord Cornarvon, on tha
strength of some such minute as this, informed the House
of Lords that the Gold Coast was ns healthy as London, and
more 8y thon many English towns. His angust sudience
took this astounding statement very placidly. Buk the
replon in guestion bas not yeb quite recovered this cer-
tificate of character. Yet the invalid who, after his tenth
or twelfeh faver, is earried on board the homewsard-hound
steamer, feels that official fabtery and Colonial Office
ignovance ave no guarantes against malaria,
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Hero the first Alrican voyagery touched  On
this shore the pioneers of tho medirval
Alviean traders settled. It was in Gninen
where the Enropeans took their fivst grasp of
the soil of Africa south of the Atlas, whore
they obtained those crude ideas of the con-
tinent which for three centuries they com-
nunicated to their countrymen in the shape
that Lioutonant Pistol enwnciated them to
Justice Shallow and his guests.

For the soil, fatal though it is in placos,
and sickly evorywhere, is vich in all the vego-
tahls procucts of the tropies, It is so amazingly
fertile that Sierrn Loono ought to supply all
Tnglond with tropienl products,  The baobab,
the palm, the coeounut, the orange, the lemon,
the locust-troo, tho shea or butter-troo, the
coffes-shrul, tho nutmeg, and the clnnunon,
aro oasily grown, Maizo and rillet, and rice
and yams, kola nuts wwd corth nuts are
sbundant. Tho oil-palm yields its weleome
grease along almost the entire coast, and down
the rivers that intorseet its dark forosts
come ebony and can-wood, guin-arabic from
the interior, ivory tusks hewn out of the
skulls of elephants slain in the jungles around
their head-waters, and the still more procious
gold-dust, from which -wore coined the piecos
that for nearly two centuries circulnted
under the name of “guineas,” this title and
the elephant stamped upon them denoting the
region whence the metal of which they were
Divisions of Inade had come (p. 50). The names
Sutnes. . applied to the difforent parts of the
Donst. eountry expressed roughly the pro-
duets for which each portion was most notable.
Thus the northern portion is known ns the
Grain Const, For hero was traded the Attare,
Malaguetta pepper, or Grains of Paradise, tho
pungent aromatic seeds of a plant belonging
to the ginger order.* Until the betler condi-
mont of the Fast drove it ont of the market,

* dmomym Grans Paradisi, The noras Guines pepper
is, howaever, also applied to the berries of the capailonm, Lo
the dried fruits of Ouhebs, ond to the seeds of IZebzeliz
@thiopion, Malegustta is a corruption of the native
“Emanaghstha " ; Grains of Paraiise is the name given to
the first specimens brought to Italy by the Moors,

43

towards the close of the cighteonth contury,
it was extonsively used, nnder the namo of
Guinea pepper, to flavour food, 1t is still em-
ployed in voterinary practice, and at one time
was still more widely in demund to inerease
tho pungency of [ermiented lLiquors, bad gin
being made drinkable by virtue of the (iraing
of Paracise infused into it.

South of this region is the Ivory Coast,
the Tand Kust, or Tooth Coast, of the Dutch,
which extended beyond the Rio da e vory
Suomrio Costs of the Portugnese, Ooast.
The Dutch {nrthermore divided it into tho
couniry of the goud and the country of the
lind people, the botmdary botween them being
tho Boutry River Bul m roslity none of
thom wore anything but indiffercnt, a verdict
admitted by the [wet that all the trade was
carried on ou bonrd the ships, or if on shore,
with great preeaution, the natives, ufter tho
Normans quitted the land, objecting to have
any European scitlements in thoir country.
Forther south is the Gold Conrst, ne goa
being the Lest-kuawn and the most Cosst.
affected by Europeans of any part of Guinen,
and south of this, on the other side ue g1ave
of the Voltn, lios the Slave Coast. Coast.

But whether grain, or ivory, or gold, or
negroes were the staple of these rcgions,
which still bear the old names, slaves were
the mest lucrative of the commodities ob-
tained from all of them. It was mainly for
the convenience of pnrchasing “ servauts,” ab
first for any part of the world, and latterly
altogether for the plantations in America, that
the coast became dotted with the forts and
factories of different European nations, These
merchants were in no way Government
officials, All the yecognition given them by
the Homo Powers was a charter of incorpora-
tion, certain privileges in the way of exclusive
teading, and occasionally remission of duties
upon their jmported goods and exported
stores. It was an nge of private enterprise,
when one company of merchants laid hold of
Indis, and another bocame the owners of a
large section of North America. In time, the
anthority passed out of the hands of the African
!



44 THE STORY OF AFRICA.

merchants just as it passed out of thoso of the
Indian aud the Hudcon Bay Coropanics, and
tho factories becune thoe Government Houses
of colunies, and the traders whe gathered into
the prowing towns mound them merely
artisans sl shopkeopers, puyers of rates
anl tuxon

That, however, wasnot the notion when the
morchants of Dieppe and Rouen established

themsalves early in the fourteonth century on
the Scmegal River and along the shores

of West Afries as far as Sierra

Leons, built Tittle Paris and Littlo
Fariered Dieppe on the Grain Coast, ex-
opdtrloa.  tendod their posts to Ia Mine

dOr in 1382, and to Acers,
Rormentin, and elsewhere as trade grow
brisker, vntil they became wealthy out of
honest traffic in gold and ivory and Guinea
pepper.  But the part the Dukes of Nor-
mandy took in the civil wars of Framce

The Yise
and fall of

sieceeding the unhappy death of Charles VI,
in 1422 fell so heavily on the commerco of
Afrien that from that day it began to decline,
nutil at the end of the sixteenth century none
of the any Norman forts remained, except
that in the Senegal, which afterwards became
the nucleus of the town of St. Lounis. Mean-
while the Portugnese, Duteh, English, and
Spaninrds took ndvantage of the {ailing ener-
gies of their rivals to push
their own business in the
same region. The first-namned,
had, indeed, never abandonerd
their claim to be the dis-
coverers of this coast, and
they were undoubtedly the
first people who evor at-
tempted to found in Wostorn
Afriea anything worthy the
namo of colonies,

The earliest appearance of
the * Portngals” in that ea-
pacity was in 1465. The Portu.
In the commse of &mes®
a few years they built one
fort on the island of Arguin,
another on the site of the
old Normen eottlement (rve-
mains of which can still he
traced), re-named St Goorge
del Minn, and extended their
posts southwards until they
founded Sas Paolo de Loango,
in what is still the colony
of Angola, where by-and-
by we shall visit them, if,
peradventure, Angoln by that time still
owns Dom Carlos for its lord. TUnder the
favour of Pope Martin V., who granted to
the Portuguese the right of seizing and
confiscating oll the property of infidels
for the good of their souls, according at
the same time a plonary indulgence for the
benefit, of all who might perish in such pious
enterprises, the Lusitanians throve amazingly
until a chartered company was formed with a
monopoly of all the trado on the Gold Coast.
Axim was speedily the sito of a fort, and then
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began tho ercotion of one at Cape
Const, or Cabo Corso—or Corso—ns the
namo roally is; and so firmly convineed
wore tho Portuguneso of their pormanenco

in this part of the world that the lings
assumed the title, which thoy still bear,

of “Lords of Gluinos and of the navigation
and commerce of Bthiopin”

But Nenesis was waiting them in tho shape
of the Dutch, who, in spito of every effort to
mhe Duon,  iSpnce them, built o fort at “ Cabo

Comso,” and, aided by the natives,
whom, the cruelty and avaricd of the Portu-
guese bad outraged, onsted the latter from
the Castle of St George,  which is now more
tamiliarly known as Cape Coast. The latter
then retired to the island of St. Thomos, snd
Soon began to take a secondary place on the
shores of Guines. But from that doy until
1871, when they ceded to Britain the last
‘of their posts, the Hollanders were one of
the chief pooplos in that part of the world.

¢ v

Monnwhile the French had again begun to
nssert themselves and regain possession of
some of theiv old poste 'The merchants of
Dieppe and Rouen, finding, for the
veasons nlrendy noted, their trade ™,
no longer so profitable, sold their last remain-
ing establishment to what was called the Wost
India Company, who, however, used this privi-
lage 80 badly that in 1673 the king was foreed
to assign their charter to & new association con-
fined in its operations to the country between
Cape Blanco and Sierra Leons, the menopoly
of trading southwards to the Cape of Good
Hope being accorded to another compeny.
But their affaivs soon falling into digorder, a
fourth African or Sanage (Senegal) Company

‘The Fremch.

¥10" ENGUISH AND DUTCH TOXTH AT RUMMENDAR, (Raiueel Fusstnlle of ah G Print)
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took over thoir enterprise.  This soviety, in its
turn being no more successful than its prede-
cessors, was in 1700 reconstrmeted by certain
Rouen merchants as the Fifth Sanagn Com-
pany, whick eight yenrs later disposed of their
pnssessions o the New West Indin or Missis-
sippi Company, one of the many schomes
omauating [rom the fertile Lrain of John Law,
AMtor varions other changes, the British cayp-
tured St Louis and Senegal in 1758, and
kept possession of them for twenty years,
until by the peace of 1783 they wero con-
firmed in tho ownership, thongh at a later
date they were again made over to their
foriner owners. The Gum Compuny and the
Senegal Company were two others of the
French Proprietary Associntions, though in
1701, being badly orgenised, the lost of them
was aholished by a decres of the Constituent
AssemUly, and the sountry gradually pus under
the direct control of the Central Government,
thongh during the wars that followed the
French forts frequently changed hands.  Thus
(force was captured Ly the British in 1800,
and was wrested from them in 1804 ; it again
full into their posscssion, but was restored at
the general peace in 1815, Since that date it
has beon permitted to remain wudisturhed, and
is now a Ht. Louis on & small seale. Its cita-
del is much strongor than anything of the kind
that Britain has on tho Wost Coast; but its
clitnnte is infunous—yellow fever und small-
pox heing abmost yemly visitants, plus the
ordinary malndies of the country. Worse still,
the establishment of Dakar on the main-
land (Goree is gn islind) is threatening the
prasperity of the place, It may be added that
1t was during the temporary British ownership
(in 1782) that Governor Wall caused three
soldiers of the Royal African Corps (many of
whom were bad characters drafted from other
regiments) to be flogged to death—an excess
of liscipline, carried out without o court-
murtinl, or wequeinting the Home Govern-
ment, for which he was executed in 1502

The English trade with the Guinen Coast
was, k8 all these great entorprises, begun by
independent merchant adventurers, suiling

£
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ont of Fnglish and other ports at their own
risk nud charges. Weo know that they were
so engagoed in the reigns of Edward
VI, Mar v, and Elua.bet.h and, the ™
Tritish Colonies haviug as yot no need of negro
lubour, the ships bartered only for gold, ivory,
(uinen pepper, and tho like, though, as the
Portugmese captured thein when they could,
coufiscating the vessels and enrgoes without
the least ground for vedress, the masterful
merchants ran ne small peril in playing the
purt of “interlopers.”  Howaver, their chance
came by-and-by., War Lreaking out Letween
England and Spain  aud Portugal, Queen
Elizabeth granted a charter to a company
of merchauts to trade to this region; this
charter, as usual, prohibiting all of her sub-
jocts not included in it from sharing in the
monopoly thus deerced.  In 1585 and 1588 she
issued two patents, The first was to certain
Loundon adventurers trafticking to Moroeco and
the other Barlary States, and the second to
the English merchants who had on their own
account been trying to obtain some of the
profit made by the traffic along the African
shore “ between the Sanaga and the Gambra”
(p. N* In 1502 their efforts had proved so
sticcossful that sho chartered a new associa-
tion for exploiting the coast from “the River
Nonnicat to the south of Sicrra Leone.”

But either the trade had decayed or the
tradlers had proved unequal to the tasks they
undertook; for in the sixteenth year of
James 1’8 reign n new monopoly was decreed
to Sir Robert Rich and other citizens of
London, to take up and extend the coinmerce
dropped by their prodocessors, But this com-
peny Wwere so injured by interlopers—private
individuals, who detied them and their charter,
and sold more chenply than could the factors
of tho charterers, with their heavy expenses in
the way of farts and gnmsons and, we may be
sure, in “gratifications” to greedy vourtiers
~—which in time grew to bhe known as
“palm-oil "—that they soon sbandoned the
privileges accorded thom. However, about

* The Senegal and the Gambis.
T Nunez or Nougnos,

6 Engligh,
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this period tho Dutch success in cutting out
the Portnguese fired the enterprising traders
of the Thames wilh hopes of undermining
Dboth, so that in the seventh year of Charles 1.’
reign he was induced to accord to Nicholas
Crisp and his associates & new charter of the
same pature as those which had preceded it.
Under the Commonwealth this moenopoly was
ronewed, though, in the confusion of the times,
the Dutch (and the Lanes also, who had by
this time entered upon the scone) had taken
the opportunity to recover much of their last
ground, and to enlarge and strengthen their
forts, so that the Englishinen—Dbotl those con-
cerned in the monopoly and the private traders,
ar interlopers—iell upon ovil days. Their
factories weve takon and burnt, their goods
pillaged, and their ships soized so froquently
by the enonyy, thatin tho cousse of » fow years
they were suffercrs 1o the extent of £800,000,
an enormous swin when the value of money at
that date is taken into consideration.
Parlinment, thereupon, in 1664, addressed
Charles IT, begging him to support the Alrican
trade, and “ check the insolence of the Duteh.”
His remonstrances at the Hague having no
effect, the first Dutch War followed as a final
protest against this and other wrongs sufiored
at the Hollanders’ hands. Bnt the hostilities
that onsued did little for the Guinen inen
gonerally, and least of all for the new * Com-
pany of Royal Adventurcrs of England Trading
to Alrics,” which the king had chartered two
yoars nfter his restoration, with power to do
their best from the Strait of Gibraltaz, in the
narth, to the Cape of Good Hope, in the south,
TFor tho infant sssociation had to settle aceonnts
with De Ruyter, whose fleet took Kormantin
Chstle and Takorary Fort* and seized tho
Company’s vessels and effects to the value of

® This plnee often changed hands; Euglish, Dutoh,
Brandenhurgers, Swedes (during o fant attempt to gain
& footlng on the coast). and Danes huving had their
twng of it. The English, according to the Duteh, ob-
tained possesslon of it in 1665 by clandestine means
(which ia likely enough), though sven after Do Ruyter had
recaptuled it, its old masters suffered reverses. At the
data of Bosmen’s narrative (1700) it had been abandoned,
and the town burnt by the Adomesa. ‘

£200,000. The English, on their part, eap-
tured, nmong other places, Forts Witsen,
Socondee and Cape Const Castle, though they
wore not long permitterd to retain these posts,
Capo Coast Unstle being the only stronghold
that succossfully vesisted the attack of De
Ruyter. The London Adventurers, neverthe-
less, kept their looting in Africa, and when
peace cams in 1667 ench sido, it wasstipuluted,
was Lo be restored to thoe plaees it possessed
before the war. Dy virtus of this arlicle the
Dutch West Indin Company kept possossion
of the Hritish fort el Kormantin and the
Thitish Cape Coast Castle, which they had re-
takon from Lhe Duteh bofore the war actually
broke out, During tho jvregulur hostilities
that preceded that st mrbitrument of arns,
Kormantin had, in like manner, been eaptured
Ly De Buyter, “by the assistanco of the
nutives of one of the adjacont countiies, who
had been Lribed by the Duteh general at
Elning,” though their power to efteet this was
a fatal kunowledge to impart to the natives,
for some years lator it was carried by assault
from the Ashantis,

The stipulation as torecession, nevertheless,
came toolate to be of much use to the British,
The three years had crippled themn beyond the
power of any treaty to heal the wounds in-
flicted. Accordingly, they were glad enough,
in the hope of saving further loss, to aceept o
sum of money in consideration of thoir sur-
rendering into the hands of the Crown their
briefly enjoyed charter. This was duly made
over by letters patent to the Roynl African
Company, which for seventy-eight yesvs}
greatly to their own profit, and not a little to
the benefit of England, wore virtual rulers of
the parts of Wost Afvica not held by any other
Tower, though then, ns subsequently, the
Crown accepted no responsibility for the acts
of its subjects, pormitting them to make thew
own bargains with the native chiefs, From
the piratieal port of Sallee in Northern
Moroceo to the southemn part of the con-
tinent this new nssociation of adventurers
hed all the privileges which iheir chexter

+ Namely, from 1672 to 1750,



48

could gront and their rivals ollow, and
cortied on  their opeiations with such
vigour, so far us Guinen was coneerned, that,
boginning with Cape Coast Castle, the only
poztion of their predecessors’ possessions lots
them to buy* they had forts or factories
ab  Acan, Dixcove, Winnebah, Socondeo,
Kommendah, and Ansraaboe—all on the Gold
Coast, anit three of them within musket-
shot of the Duteh strongholds. The Danes
had by this tune C(heistianslong,
TheDanes  pyodericksborg, and Quittah along
tho same shore. Then the uew company
pmchased and built & fort at Whydeh, now
the seaport of the King of Dahomey, but
at that time a port ot the Savi tewitory,
g0 that very speedily the British trade on
the (uinen Coast wns superior to that of
every other nation except the Dutch
The traders of that nation lost no oppor-

THE STORY OF AFRIOA.

goodwill of thoe matives lur permission to
muke the sottlements mentioned, as well as
for transporting fiom England the soldies,
mechanies, provisions, arms, atununition, and
other necessaries for holding and protecting
these fortified sottlements, ditfienlties not, ren-
dored any the Joss by the Jong war which
ensuer with France,

Yet, in spite of all this hazard and anxiety,
the Company followed up their projects so
encrgetically that they wore soon. regarded as
the only vvals of the Dutch, and, so far as
the volume of their trade was concerned, thoir
aquals in every respect  Every year thoy im-
ported some seventy thoussnd pounds’ worth
of woollen goods, and other British manufac-
turcs, and the slave trado having by this
time grown to vast dimensions, thoy supplied
the American colonies with great numbers
of negroes, at s moderate rate, and in so

SLCONDER TOWN.

tonity of annoying the new-comers, Indeed,
open hostilities often ensued, and ended not
vithout bloodshed on each side. Vast
expenses were imeurred in purchesing tho

* They paid £81,000 for it and made it six times
largar, sfronger, snd more commodions thap bofore.

oncouraging a manner, that they sometimes
trusted the planters to the valuc of one hun-
dred thousand pounds, and wpwards, till they
codd conveniently pay it. Then they also
exported vast quantitios of red wood, ele-
phants’ tusks, and the like, besides such o

1
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quantity of gold-dust that thoy freqnently
coined* from thivty to forty thousand guinons
ab o time, which picces, from tho elephant
below the kings head, wero—and me still—
known as “ elephant guinoas™ (p. 50)

On the north coast, where opposition was

flope, the Bencgal Company, which Lad
hitherte enjoyed a wonopoly ot tho whole of
West Aftica, as has been seen (p 45), boinn
gonfined to the 1egion letween the 1iver

CHRISTIANSRORG CASTLL.

less keen, the Company, it might have Leen
imagined, would have wet with even inore
success But this was not the case. The
Duteh were in possession of Arguin and Goree;
the Senagal Company—a French monopoly
established in 1673—held the sinall fort of St,
Louis, on an island within the bar of the
Senogal River, and the Royal Alvican Com-
pany had one ocstablishment (St James Fort)
in the Gambis River and another on the
River Sicrrn Leone. For some years the
status quo was permitted to reman undis-
turbed—the companies of each nation trading
treely to all the places on tho coast not in the
actunl provinee of the other. But in 1677
and 1678 the Fremch captured the Dutch
forts of Arguin and Goree, and had their
ownership confiscated by the Treaty of Nime-
guen,  About the same period o French
Guinca Company was given the trade of the
coast from Sierra Leone to the Cape of Good

¥ Cluefly in the reigu of Jawmes LI,
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mentioned and Cape Blanco. The contract
for supplying slaves to tho Spanish West
Indies being transfexred to Great Britam, this
new compauy got into such financial diff-
culties that their monopoly was withdimwn,
and the trado of that part of Afriea hitherto
in their hands was lnid open to all the French
king’s subjects. This continued from 1716
to 1720.

The Senegal (‘ompany were more aggressive,
claiming the sole privilege of trading from
Cape Blanco to the River Gambia, & distance of
about five hundred miles, and they qme prang.
would fain, as entlyas 1681, have enburgers
prevented the English company from deing
buginess on that part of the coast. But not
then being strong enmough to contest this
point, they contented themselves with morely
soizing and confiscrting ships belonging to
the Portugucss, Vuteh, and Prussinos, or
« Brandenburgers,” the latter ot whom had
bogun to creep out of the Baltic in the hope
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of picking up o fow of the eruabs of this lucra-
tive braweh of cormuorce.  Then, in 1685,
thoy renewed their claims against the English
cornpany, and eontinued to harass them at all
points uvntdl, as wo have seen, war broke
out helwren tho two cotmtries in the yoar
1680, This war, which seviously humpered
tho Senogal CGowpany, almost ruined its
rivals, Ship alter ship, tort after fort, had
been eaptured and destroyed, and the worst of
oll its calamity was thal in 1695 a squadron
of Kronch privateers pluwdered the English
post in the Gainbia, and then razedl it to the
gronnd,  To add to these misfortimes, when
piping tiwps of ponco arrived the hapless

ELLPHANT GUINLA,

Tloyal African Company found the French
seitlod in that river and claiming an equal
share with themnselves of the trade which had
hitherto been theirs alone,

Finally, Parlimnent decrced that, in ovder
the Letter to extend the African trade, it
should for fourtcon yoars—from the 24th of
June, 1698, to the 24th of June, 1712—be
thrown open to nll comers, the Royal African
Company, in consideration of their keeping
up the foxts and eastles on the const, being per-
initted to exack ten per cent. duty on all goods
imported into the country throughout which
they had up to thet date n commercial mano-
poly. On the expiration of this Act it was
rencwed, though the Company still continued
the chief traders in the counivy. the situation
of thejr posts giving them an advantage over
the private fraders, Yet the latter, being able
to work at less expense, nndersold them in the
American slave trade, and were in consequence
unsorupulously epposed by those who were
still the virtual rulers of the region.

OF AFRICA

The Afriean Company, on the other hand,
complained loudly that the iwmport duties did
not covor one hall of the cost they had been put
to in maintuining the forts and their garrisons,
Then the gold trade decayed, and the price of
slaves rose to so cxtravagant o fignre that the
Compnny wereoftenin such{inancinl diffeulties
that the direetors obtained froin Parlinment, in
1730, £10,000 to enable them to pay their way,
which subsidy, nstensibly for the support of the
forts and [actories deemed essential for the pro-
teetion of the trade, was, with n low oxceptions,
continued overy year until 1752, when the
corporation was dissolved and their possos-
sions were vosted in a new company.

Heneeforward the trade was doclwred frec
and vpen, and, in compensation for the loss of
the import duties of ten per cent., Parliament
agreed to an amnual grant of £10,000 for the
mintenance of the castles which figuro so
frequently in this narrative, and still bulk
%0 largely on the Guinea Coast. The Afriean
Company as merchants camried on thoir
business after the old fashion. They wers
not monopolists, but, like the Hudson Bay
Company whon their charter was taken away,
or the East Indin Company when interlopers
wero peritted, they managed to make a very
fair profit out of their bargain with the
Government. At that time they had about
a dozen forts, castlos, and sottlements seattered
along the const, or rather more than all othor
Furopean ‘nations had amongst them. But
their yivalry with their neighbours continued
as bittor as ever, and fighting was not vnfre-
quent with the Dntch, the English as a yule
having the best of the contests, which lasted
until peace was restored in 1782. Meanwhils,
under various pretexts, the Company had
been continuous in its applications for Govern-
ment money, From 1750 o 1807 it received
on nn average £13,500 a year, and from the
Inttor year to 1821 this subsidy rose to an
annnal giant of about £28,000.

But in the interval the association was ox-
piring. Competition had abridged its gains,
ond the impossibility of tho slava trade heing
sny longer opeply pursued, without otber
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gources of gain being developed, made it only
too willing to retire fromn so profitless a shore.

And so it came to pass, i 1821, that the
Imperial Government took over the Com-
pany’s forts and sottlements, only Cape
Coast, Anamaboe, TVixcove, and Acera being
retained as fortified places. 'The rest were
permitted to fall into decay. Then came the
colonial cra of the Uuinea Coast, the story of
which will afford matorial for u future chapter
in the history of the development of Africn.
In course of time the Duteh and the English
forts had got rather mixed up—so many had
heen captured and deserted and ropossessed,
and 80 1nany more had been buils in the course
of the hot rivaley of former years to intorcept
oach other’s trade or to share iwit.  Thus in
Acera (. 85) there wore setually two Govern-
ments: the Dnteh in what is now called
Ussher Town, and the English in Jamos Town,
each Govornment having its own (ort. And as
the English leviod duties upon imported goads,
and the Duteh did not, the squabbles over
smuggling were as frequent as they wore well-
founded Meanwhile the Duteh and Dancs
ahandoned thoeir hold on this part of the
world with patriotic reluctance. Little by
little, and occasionally, as in the case of the
Cupo of Good Hope, in huge lumps af o time,
their territories beyond the sea had been loav-
ing them. DBut in 1868 the Hollandors agreed
to all places to the east of a line drawn from
the Sweet River (near Elming) to the Ashanti
[rontier being ahendoned to Great Britain,
while all to the west of that boundary wore to
be handed over to Holland. ‘What thess were
need not he recalled. It was & bad arrango-
ment at best, and was not carried out withont
hostile demonstrations by the natives, insti-
gated, it is believed, by tho officials whose
occupation was gome when the pestilential
spots which they had administered on the
slendorost of salaries were surrendered to
England.  Accordingly, it did not, wark well,
and in 1872 came to an end, when all the
remaining Dutch posts and lands in West
Africa were Dbartered to Greal Britain for
cerlain equivalents in the Malay Avchipelago.
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As for the Dancs, thoy had recoguised the
mevitable long before that year: for in 1850,
Christimsborg at Aeccrs, and the lovt of
{(uittah, which they had held for the best
paet of two centuries, were sold to Ureat
Britain, who then—for the Brandenburgors,
like the Hanseatic merchants and the faint-
henrted Swedos, had long given up the atternpt
to keep their footing—divided with France and
Portugal in a small way the ownership of that
intertropical rogion of which the Lusitarian
soveroigns still doseribe thomsclves as the
lords, All the Gold Coast was Englonds—
she had oustor or bartered out every xival.

Whether so foverish a land was, ovon in the
era of 1ts greatost prospority, worlh struggling
for, or is, now that itw Lest days are gome,
worth retaining, nre questions the conside-
tion of which must be reserved until »
later period. What wo mre at present in-
torosted in learning is that it was horo
that Europe first laid hold of Africa, and as
the Portugueso torvitorics on the onst coast
never were anything but colonies in name,
and even in Lisbon were not mentioned with
pride, it was from this region that Europe
first obtained its ideas of Afrien, idens which
have mischievously influenced the civilisation
of the continent for three centuries. and even
yet are mnot erndicated from the popular
corpus of inherited impressions.

It was from this death-dealing shore that
the casliest of African explorations sterted,
and the shore to which so many ., ...
travellers never roturned. Hence tions of
it was nccepted as o typical, nstead " oCARes
of an exceptional portion of the continent.
This reason alons ought to e our excuse for
dwelling at some length upon the early traders
of this shore. But it is impossible to under-
derstand much of what followed without
being aware of the beginnings of African ex-
ploitation and exploration, the struggles of the
rivel ontions for o share of Pistol's “golden
joys,” the evil deeds wronght by the traffie in
ivory and men, and the courage, the enterprise,
tho persistency with which English merchants
clung to the cstablishments which they had
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forned in one of the least inviting parts of
the world. Tor it was fu this way-—m good
and in evil, but always Ly self-reliance and
foresicht—that Enghshmen did thoir coun-
t1y’s business in far-away lands, The African
traclers on a snell seale, though tho beyin-
ningy of tho one wero as large as those of the
others, wore simply what the Fast [ndia Com-
puny and the Hudson Bay Company were in
other parts of the globe.  And it is not a little
cnrions to seo that, so far as Afvien isconcerned,
Englishmen nro returning after three centuries
te the fashion in which they began. They
ure doveloping it by companies, chartered,
encoutnged, protected no doult, supported,
it may be, by the lmnperial Uovernrient, but
still simply, in their initintivo, associations of
traders who venture their money for the glory
of their mative land, i is to be hoped, but
primarily, wo may take it, for the filling of
their own pockels,

The history of the (uinea companies, which

SCUONDEE FORT,

wo have traced, affords precedents for what

Thapre-  Das boen done snd is deing. 1t
e e BI80 provides warnings agrinst the

compagles. yogks upon which some of its sue-
cassors, separated by =0 many ages; may split.

THE STORY OF AFRICA.

It is, indeed, almost pathetic to vead of
the engorness with which differont nutions
strugglod for the trade of Guinca. Up to the
time of the Revolution® the French Afiican
Company was allowed an exemption from all
dutics on merchundise exported to Africn,
and from half the custamns on all goods im-
ported (rom Afrien, and on all American pro-
ducts bonght with the price given for African
negroes suld there, The Guinea traders,
1noreover, were freod from tolls of any kind
on their goods pussing throngh France, wore
entitled to & bounty of thivteen livres on every
bondman carried across the Atlantie, and a
bounty of twenty livees on every vight ounces
of gold-lust brought into France,

In like 1nanner, the thriftier States-General
of Holland allowed the Duich West India
Company (for so the Afiican association was
called) the following extraordinary aids and
immunities. It was entitled to a subsidy of
thirty-cight thousand florins per annum, a
duty of three per cent. on all merchandiso
exported to and imported from any placo
between Newfoundland and Florida, n duty of
two per cent. on goods exported to or imported
from sny place on the continent of Amevica,
from Florida to the Orinoco River, includ.
ing Cungoa—these percentages amounting
to somothing like ono hundred thousand
flovins per annum.  The patient Dutchmen
were moveover entitled to o duty of five
gnelders per last on all ships trading to Cuba,
Hispaniola, Jamaica, Puerto Rico, and the
other West India Islands, or to any place
from the Orinoco to the Stralts of Magellan,
and “ from thence to the Straits of Annian”
computed at three thousand florins o year.
Then therc were the “clear profits of the

* Actnally up to 1be year 1786, when the Semegal Com-
pany, hy a deoree in Counoil, were ordered to pay 260,749
livreg in defrayment of the aolonial expenses, though, in
addition to many other privileges, they were granted the
exolugive right of the slave trade.

+ A mythical strait gonnecting the Atlantis and Pacifie,
said to have heen discovered in abouk the 58th or G0th
parallet of N, Intitude by Gaspar de Cortercal. Ib wasin
reality an oxnggerated ncoount of the Stralt of Juan de
Fuoa, explored, nearly three centurias later,
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eolony of Isseape,” considered equal to twenty
thousand florins ; one-thivd of the net incomo
of the colony of Surinam, estimated ot six
thougand floiins, and all the profits arising
from the eaptures and licences which they
were suthorised to make upon or grant to
such Portuguesc ships s came for slaves, o
perquisite worth at least ten thousand florins
per annum  In short, the Luteh Company
recerved as subsidics—one yoar with another
—two luindred and seventy-one thousand six
hundred floring, or about £25,000, which was,
of course, in addition to the enormous piofits
which were for many years made out of their
trading operations. Hence, the Parlinmentary
grants made to the English companies, over
which economists now wax indignant, weve
absolutely necessary to prevent England’s ten-
tative hold of the West African shore from
being prematurely released.

All this is, however, & talo of the past.
Therumes L0€re are still plenty of traders
fortaof the  in West Africa, some the agents

of firms, some on their own
necount, and many the representativos of

companies But they have no special privi-
loges, and no forts, or castles, or factories
which can In the 1emotest mannor claim this
lofty title Yet the strong places of the old
traders were, in many iustances, lordly dwell-
ing-places. They werc no merce switeh-and-
doub huts with a feeble stockade, or log
shanties, surrounded by » picket of trecs, like
-30 many of the Hudson’s Bay posts As any
man who visits the Gold Coast can see for
himself, most, of them weio substantial build-
ings, fortified after the most approved sys-
tom, equal to a siege of some duration and
the assaults of artillery move powerful than
the trade muskets of Ashanti or of Fanti.
Cope Const Castle is mot a fortress which
could give o creditable account of iiself in an
encounter with o modern war-ship, but it
is not likely to fall before any native force
ever likely to Le brought against it. Moree,
five miles to the eastward, boasts of anether

foriress in ruins,* end every nine or ten miles

* Fort Nessan, built by the Dutch, and thar chief post
when the Portuguese had Elming, It was provided with
cighteon pileces of ordnance, monnted on fomr batteries,
and gavsoned by seventy or eighty men.
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along the coast one comed upon massive
strongholds, now crwnbling into dust—their
very nanes no longer remcinbered~—thongh
to have reared thew must have taxed the
enorgies and resomees of their architeets.
Nome are still the residences of Distriet Com-
missioners and other minor eolonial officials,
bt most of them are little Letter than quali-
fiod ruins, shom of almost every shred or
their pristine glory. All of themn are built
in naturally strong positions, where there are
good lnnding-places, sheltered from the smrf,
and ook as if they had been intended to repel
agyression by soa, o8 well as the less fornuid-
able onsloughts of the natives from the land-
ward side (pp. 35, 40, 44, 45, 49, 52, eto.).

Between Elmina and Apollonia, o distance
of ninety wiles, th,ere are nine mninhabited
forts of this deseription—Vredenborg, Koni-
mendah Fort, Chama Fort, Fort Batenstein
at Bouiry, Fort Dorothen at Aquidah, Fort
Brandenburg at Cape Three Points, Prince’s
Castle, Fort Elise Carthage ot the mouth
of the Ankobra River, and Apollonia Fort—
and three inhabited ones, Secondee, Dixcove,
and Axim.

Vredenborg was & Duteh fort at Komnen-
daby, built in 1688 (p. 45), with batteries mount-
ing twenty-three cannon, though these proved
none too wany to repulse the attack made
upon it by the natives in 1695, which attempt
was the origin of the Coomassdan War
(lose by was nn English fort, also with four
batteries, and so strong that a Duteh trader,
writing in 1700, regrets that it will be im-
possible to displace these rivals, who wore
doing much injury to the trade, cven had
bo at his clisposal the five thousand pounds’
worth of black nercenaries employed in the
Coomassian cnmpnign.  Chama was auother
of the Batavian strongholds, known as St
Sebastian to the Portuguese, from whom it
was coptured; but though it was at the titne
only walled in by palisndes, the English, with
their allies tho Jabishiang, were unable to
take it. At Insuma, which the Dutch knew
as Dikjoschoptt, the English built a small
fort in 1691, after they had several times

THE STORY OF AFRICA.

disputed the land with the Brandenburgers,
who had set up the Elector's flag there, But
the natives swindled them so seandalously
with sophisticated gold, and were so apt
to bosicge the rosidents, that they made
little out of it until—so wiites Mynheor
Bosman, (hief Factor of the Duteh at Elmina
—the white men and the black agreed
jointly to cheat all tho ships that came
to tende Dy putting what in Calilornia i
known as “ bogus duost ” upon them. One
vossel was n this way defranded of £1,700,
and the trick grow so common that Insuma
becamo “the false mint of Guines”—the
price of the article being about e crown in
good gold for forty shillingy’ worth of false
[t was vain to complain to the English chiof
governor of the coast, For “to complain to
him was to go to the devil 10 Le confossed,”
since this honest gontleman, « participating in
the frand, would by mno memns help” the
swindled captning—a statement that affords
a striking pieture of the commereial morality
of West Africa two centuries ago, Batenstein
Fartl, at Boutry, was for sevoral years a drain
on the Dutchmen’s pockets. Dorothen, like
Fredericksborg near Pokquosoe and the
“fort-honse” at Tocrana, belonged to the
Prussian, (Brandenburg) Company of Embden,
which, though chiefly officered by Dutchmen,
uever did mnch good on the coast, owing to
bad Juck and Lad manngement, some of the
factors, like *Jon ven Lacr, an Anabaptist,”
having “ o much better talent at drinking of
brandy than ab Lusiness” But Boutry bore
the reputation of being the healthiest place
dn the coast, just as Chama had the character,
up to the date of its surrender by the Dutch,
of being the most deadly spot in all that
region. Prince’s Castle, once a fine place, is
now scarcely known, even by name, to rosi-
dents at places only a few miles away; like
so many other places—and soveral of the
forts were destroyed in the wais, never to
be rebuilt—it is no longer of use, These
cagtles, built at smormous cost, all the ma-
torials, as well as the workmen employed on
them, having been brought from Euarope,
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were garrisoned by trained soldiers, so that, at
the most modest calenlation, there must, in
the palury duys of the Grinen Coast, have been
thousands of white men whore to-day it wuuld
be diffieult to number a couple of hundred,
or perhaps even a singlo white soldier, the fow
troops cuployed leing ecither men aof the
so-callod Wost India Regiments, or Honssa
policemen, u much more eupable set of peace-
makers (. 53).

Everything in that part of the world seems
to havo Leen steadily going backward for the
last contury. The trade routes whieh tho
Duteh and Tortuguese opened up have leen
forgolten, or been neglested.  Ten miles in the
interior 8 w lerra incognite to the modem
“coaster,” and we are only now boginning
to re-discover the places out of which overy
year so much gold was ‘obtained that it is
caleulated Furope has first and Iast imported
some thirty o forty milliong [rom West Alvica
alone, while the explorations made in search
of slaves and other treasures have been sedu-
lously concealed, and so apathetically [ollowed
up that, in spite of all that has beon done in
the pnst, West Africa is still a vegion quite
virgin in parts for the explorer anxious to
break fresh ground.

And the reason why these lordly castles fell
into dacay, why whites and negrocs have aliko
doserted the coast, why trade is languishing
and fortunes the rarvest of ncquisitions, is that

the chief articles of commerce on the coast
wors not dye-woods and ivory, or even gold-
dust, but black men and wowmen Tho forts
wore ereeted for the convenience of the slave
trade, and its abolition was the death-kunell
of this once flourishing region. In short,
Just as Rome was built by rebbers, and the
origin of the Australinn colonies was a penal
sottlemont, so the first step in the regencration
of Afrien was depopulating it by European
adventurcrs, who, whalover clse they were,
must bo pronounced the resotters of stolen
fiosh and blood . *

‘ From amid the plethorn of literaturo regamling the
oparations and trading of the old Afriean companies, the
[ollowing may ba solecled: “Reflostions and Considern.
tions npon the Constitution and Manngement of the Urade
toAfrick from 1600 to 1700 alfered tio the Ilonse of Commons
Ly the Royal African Company”; Appendix to Barbot's
“Dederiplion of Guinen" ; “ Answer of the Company of
Royal Adventnrers Trading inlo Afrien to the Petilion of
Nir P, Paintor, concerning HLM, Plantalions in Amerioa”
(1667) ; Wilkinson's “Trentise on ihe Intrigues and
Arbitrary Proceedings of the Guiney Company, also haw
prejudicial they are to the Amerionn Planters” (1690);
“View of the State of the Trade to Afriea™ (1703);
“Onse of Royal African Company, with Supplement”
(1730 ; ** Observations on the Trade to Afviea™ (1748);
“ African Trade the Pillar and Suppert of the British
Trede in America” (1715) ; “ Importance of the Alrican
Company's Forts and Sottlements” (1743) ; * Reasons for
Setiling the Tradeto Africa” (n.d.) ; Astloy's “ Collection
of Voyages and Travels” (1743), vol. ii, p. 158 ; Boaman's
“ Quinea ™ (1720); Ellis's » African Sketches " (1881) and
“Tand of Fetwh” (1883); Reade’s *Afrioan Sketch-
Book ? (1878), eto. ete.
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Baaly Parl of the Eighteenth Century—What now Remains of the Onee Busy Place—The Dangers of the
ald Fort Praders~The Dutch Forts and the Way they were Gondueted—Slaves Latterly the Chiof Commarce
ol West Afriva—Hise and Oulmination of this Trde—XNumbers of ITuman Beings Exported—Kidnapping—
Iow Rrought trom the Tnteror—The Profits of the Slave Trade—The Slave Merchants —A Piclure of a Lovdly
Troder of the Nineteenth Century--The Miuddle Pas-age—Humanity in Private Life uot Incompatiblo with
Brutality in this Branch ot Commerce—Its * Rewpectabilisy “—How it was Defunded from a Political,
Economuenal, and cven Moral Point of View—Iln Gradanl Decline, and Di-nppearance as o Diranch of
Foreign Trallie—Rensons for thin—Captain Snelgrave Regards it of Bepefit to all Conoirned. the Slaves
Tueluded—Talk in the Iouse of Commons—Dr. Juhnson’s Hatred of Slavery and the Slave Trafflo—Gmdusl
Restriotions upon it Conseyuent upon an Qutery in Enropa—History of this Axitation,

Tuz Wost African fort of the cutly and the
palmier duys of the Guinea trade wns, we have
seen,  mare important affaly than the modern
“ factory *—the old narue, hoth in this region
and in America, for a trading-post. But such
aplace is very diftevent from what the modern
use of the tevm would imply. In an Afiican
factory there are mno fall chimneys, no
five-storeyed rows of windows, no “hands,” no
sereech of steam-whistles, no whirr of treadles,
no eternal sough of engines. It is a solitary
place of one, or at most two, floors, surronnded
by o verandah, and standing in the middle of
an inclosure (p. 21). Nothing is manufac-
tured on the place, but everything is sold, from
asuit of cast-off uniforn to a gill of Hambury
gin; and as the Lusiness is done almost
entively by Dbarter—in which the “mer-
chant * (for he wonld scorn to be called &
shopkeeper) prices his trade goods ot one
hundred per cont. over what he paid, and
buys the palm-oil, or kerncls, or camwood, in
exchange at one holf of what they will fetch
in Liverpool-—trade, when there is any doing
and competition is not of the “cut-throat”
arder, is quite profitable enough to he eagerly
eontended for.,

But nobody is in a hurry. The climate and
the abundnnee of time forbid haste. When
gustomers ere reported, Krao hoys——a labouring
tribe from Cope Palas and its vieinity, who
are about the only freemen in West Afriea who
do any work at all—roll the puncheons into
the shods,and the trader or his elerks leisurably

turn out of the hannmocks in which they have
heen dozing under the verandah, or in their
raoms over the shop, to inspect the oil which
the black men have been gnuging, or to* dash ”
—that is. to “ tip "—the owners who, if rivalry
is keen, have perhaps been brought in by touts,
scattored in his interest along the beach or np
the rivers, and to put everybody in a generous
mood by free libations of very ardent spirits,

There is also still a good deal of the old
“ Bristol-barque ” trade flowrishing on tho
eonst between Cape Palmas and Grand Bassam.
Ships arc loaded with trade goods, which are
caleulated to last for a round voyago of from
twelve to fiftesn months. They are actually
floating warehouses, and, during the time they
anchor off a part of the coast without fao-
tories, barter for whatever is saleable, and send
the result home by the mail-steamer, ro-
turning thomselves when thely cargo of cloth
and beads, rum and gin, salt, tobaceo, and gun-
powder is sold out. At one time this way of
doing business was more common than now.
But it is less frequent than of old, and only
profitable under conditions not found on tho
entive coast of Guinea,

THE Oup Forr TRADERS,

Tast century, or perhaps a little earlior, com-
petition was undoubtedly keen enough. But
the traders ashore were altogether a more
lordly set of gentlemen than their succossors
in these duller days. Trofits were good, in
spite of rivalry, and the men who made money
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for the merchants of London or Bristel, of
Eanbden, Amnstovdam, or Marscilles, insisted
on being lodged after a mow swmptions
foshion than serves the less handsomcly
though still liberally paill inheritors of their
teade and traditions, 1t was an age of cor-
porations, so thai whether the fuctors and
writers, or Ly whutever nnne they were called,
wero Dritous or DBrandonlmrgers, Dunes or
Dutehmen, in the employ of the Hansestic
merchants, or of the Fronch, or of the Swedes,
thoy were all in the pay of a great association,
who loved to do business after a grandioso
fashion. At somo forts there wag o hetter, at
others u worse, table. Dint at none of them
were the staff badly fed ox badly drunken, and,
a5 occasion sorved, they had all the Iuxuries
that the country could supply.

One instance will afford an idlea of the kind
of garison o trading factory of those times
suppotted. The date is the beginning of last
century, and the post is Fort James, in the
Gambia River, which, after varions changes or
fortuns, ended its days of profitableness in the
hands of tho English. It was built on James’
Island in mid-stream, here threo or four miles
broad, and seoms to have becn u sirong place,
s strong places were Jooked upon in 1780,
when Francis Moore, Writer in the serviee of
the Royal African Campany, having nothing
bettor to pass away the time, wrote a descrip-
tion of it—such description not being, how-
gver, a part of the dutics he had to per
foxm for o yearly wage of thirty pounds and
“the Tun of lis teeth” There were three
chief merchants—the first of whom acted as
governoy, the socond as warchouse-koeper, and
the thivd as accountant—eight factors, thirteen
writers or clerks, a wax-refiner, o tanner, a
surgoon, thrao surgeon’s motos, & survayor, two
gordeners, two masons, an interpreter or “ lin-
guister,” o steward, an armourer, a “ bombay,"*
two coopers, s joiner, n carpenter, a purveyor,
and & gunner. In addition, there was a gmr-
rison, consisting of o eaptain, & sergeant, o
drarmer, and thirty-three privato soldiers,
though & few yeaxs -carlier, whon the Dutch

# Bombardicr.
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wery making themselves disagrecable, the
wilitayy inmates of the fort numbered from
sixty to seveaty whites, boside © graomettoes,”
or free Dblack Sepoys. Then to wait on all
this enmpany of Europeans, or people passing
as sueh, there were thirty-two “ castle slaves.”

Besides the establishinent described, there
wore sloops, shallops, eanoos, anel Doats, with
their cxews, and eight out-fuctories with black
sorvants belonging to them, besides the white
taetors, writers, and “ linguisters ”  These in-
cluded Joar and Jilifri, whero a large businoss
was tone in beads, boeswax, ivory, slaves, and
gokl. The gold was Lrought to tho forts
and factories, not usually in gold-dust as clso-
whore, but in small bars, big in the middle
and turned round into rings, worth from ten
to forty shillings ench. This commodity was
traded Ly Mandingo merchants known as
Jonenes, who, however, wero extremely roticont
as to the country from which thoy ecane.
The same people brought down the ivory, the
slaves, and the beeswax, derived [rom donestic
bees, which is still an articlo of commerce
in that part of the country. The method of
bartering was then, as it i practically still, by
“ bars,” & bar being a cerlain quantity of goods
of any kind equal in value lo a bar of iron
when the traders first came to the Ciawbia,
for iron being the article most esteewed
beemine the standard by which everything else
was appraised. Thus a pound of fringe, two
pounds of gunpowder, an ounce of silver, and
o hundred gon-flints were cach worth a bar,
Again, twonty lenves of tobacco were con-
sidered o bar of tobacco, and a gallon of
woll-watered spirits & bar of 1um, a bar
being reckoned, about the close of the last
centiry, at an ayerage of two shillings, Thus
a slavo priced ol £15 was said to he worth 150
bars. Hence every species of trading goods
was reckoned in this currency, which rose or
fell in money valuo “according to the goods
askod for.” “Spread-eagle dollms,” crystal
beads, ivon bars, brags pans, snd “ arrongoes”
wore called the “heads of the goods,” hecnuse
they were the dearest. Thus, when the [actors
in the forts made their bargains with the
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native dealors, they always agreed how many
of the hends of the goods they would give for
oach slave. This might be threo or four if
the slave worc worth forty or fifty, but when
this articlo was doarer—worth, say, eighty bars
apieco—then the factor had Lo give tive, and
sometimes six, of the heads for every slave,
when an assortment of the goods by bas of
different kinds which camo up to the price
was made out,

The factors of tho old companios wore
rather fond of writing thoir experiences,
o of exposing the conduct and
character of their rivals; so that
we possess n tolorably clenr account
of the life of those pivncors of African colonis-
ation, ov at least, of Afriean eomuncree, The
Inrger forts were ovdored with greal reguluity,
though naturally the steadiness of the officialy
depended a good deal upon the character of
their superiors. In Forl James there wero
severnl tablos, tho writers dining at what wes
lknown as the Second.  Thoy had fresh Leof
in plenty, an ox being killed overy day; and
a8 the natives hrought in hosts of fowls for
sale, those who did not care for beef eould
have chickens at their choice. All the tables
wore freely supplied with vegetables out of
the Company's garden at Jilifei ; flour bread
was made froshly every day; and those who
likod oysters—in West Africa o muddy molluse
at hest—could pick what he pleased off the
shore at low water “at the north-north-west ”
part of tho island.  Everybody had wine and
brandy by paying for them, and & reason-
able sharo of beer when there was sufficient
among the stores, 8o that, the climate and the
isolation apart, the Royal African Company’s
people wore not in such ovil case ag many
colonial officials at the present hour.

In the days of its prosperity, Fort James—
which was named after tho Duke of York,
afterwards Jamos IL—was indeed a much
more stately establishment than the woe-
begone capital of the present colony of the
Ganbin, to which the remuant of its officials
wers transferred whon the old Company ex-
pired in bankmptey, For when the trade of

How the old
traders
lved,
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the Gawbia was thrown open, tho Lusiness
done here was overy yoar loss nnd less, Dy
tho time Mungo Park visited it (1795), its
gross exports amounted 6o no more than
£20,000; and twenty-five years later, the
rights of the Company having been traus-
ferrod to the Crown, Fort James ceased to be
ocenpied, Bathurst being considered a bettox
site for the coloninl capital. Thus n place
which had been taken and retaken, bnttered
lown and robuilt, was permittod to fall o proy
to time and the African races

Tho curious pilgrim who visits it nowadays
scos lillle ovideneo of its former grandeny,
excopt in the solid lme and ashlar wasonry,
erncked and fissared by the rank tropical
vegetation which has insinuated itself into
every crevico. Walls have fallen here and
there, others have twubled into dust, and
evorywhoro huge picces havo heen riven
asunder in scarch of those treasuros which
for no renson in tho world are so persistently
Lelieved to bo hidden in overy old builling
along the African coast. Dul ihe gront quad-
rangle con still be traced, and the lozenge-
shaped bastions, each of thewn lined with
good Urickwork, wore still standing when
Captaing Burton and Cameron examnined
the spot some years ago. The horsc-shoc re-
doubts, three in number, “ with Latieries along
the polisades from one to nnother,” deseribed
by Francis Moare, were there, with four old
iron cannon out of the sixty or seventy which
oneo upon a timo presented so formidable a
front to Monsicur de Gennes, who destroyed
it in 1695; to Captein de la Roque, who cap-
tured it in 1702, and paid {for his vietory with
hig life; nnd to the squadron of privateers
under M. Pavent, who attacked it for the last
time in 1709, But the ancient slave-borra-
coons, the dwelling-houses, the barracks, the
stores, the salt-house,* the “linguister’s voom,”
the cotton-house, the powder magazine, and
the rest of the places marked on Moore's plan,
are all more or less in ruins, stiiking monu-
ments of the rise, culmination, and decline of

* Salt was a great artiole of trade with the interior
tribes.
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the old commerce of tho region in which
Eugland made hor fivsy attempt to gain a
footing on the Afiican continent (p 35).

In tho smaller forts there was less dignity,
and possibly wore dissipation  Indeed, on the

THE STORY OF AFRICA

the fermented juice of the palm, which, by the
exoreise of some persoverance,is quite capable
of intoxieating, though it requires a longer
training than most white men are capable of
undergoing to nequire a tuste for a liquor so
Iike soapsuds us this much
vaunted “palm - wie”  In-
deed, the outspoken Dosmnn
affirns  that the larger the
salary on the Guinea Cogst,
the greater the thirst was in
his day, and, eonscquently, the
loss the regard for that whole-
some food withont which it is
impossible to proserve health
in the tropies, and as the
officinls were decply in debt,
their coming pay was so
morlgaged that they were

SLAVE BARRACODN,

Gambia we read more than once in the re-
cords of factors dying of drinking, accounted
beavy oven in an age very prono to look
upon tho wine when it was red, and of
offences against the canons of conventionality
openly committed. Drinking was indeed the
bane of those old traders. The factors drank
frealy, and tho soldiers and many members
of tha staff often laid out their pay the
oment it wes received either in brandy or in

compelled to live and die on the Guinea
Const.  But, according to the soldier's
maxim, that a “Dbloody war and » sickly
season” are his Dlest friends, the factor
did not object to the unhealthincss of the
region, since it kept up the steady flow of
promotion among those who swrvived, while
the dead were, of course, beyond the reach of
any anxiety touching o rise in place and pay.
For, 50 argues the old Duteh factor, “if mnen
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lived here as Jong as in Europe, it would
not be worth while to come hither, and & mwan
woukl b obligod to wait too long Lefore he
got n good post, without which nobody will
relutn vich from (iuines, the chlef persons
there being the only people who can Iny up
anything” The English forts wore, according
to consemyporary opinion, the worst of ell the
Kurapenn posts for indulgence in drunkenness,
and the mnest slovenly, When Duteh posts
wuore in their vicinity, the Englislunen wore
apt, in spite of all agreements to the contrary,
Lo “groedily entertain” all the desertcrs from
their rivals, so that in time many of the
British posts were manned by the seum of a
closs at no time the wost desirable mombers
of any sort of society. These soldiers were
permitted to drink to any extent, as their
officors had an interest in the profits derived
from the sale of a “liquor made of brandy,
water, lime-juice, and sugnr,” for which the
men paid twice its value. “And those who
spend but little money that way are sure to
be very well beaten, they taking mno care
whether the soldier at pay-dsy saves gold
enough to huy vietuals, for it is sufficient if
he have but speat it in prnch; by which
axcessive tippling and sorry feeding miost ot
the garrison look as if they were hag-ridden.”
It is likely enough that this tale was quite
true; for dwring our oceupation of Tangier,
Coptain Kirvk is affirmed to have paid his
“lnmbs” in Hquor, out of which he had
& heavy profit, snd, in consequence, had to
perade them vory early in the worning, sinee
ot & lator hour in the day they were too drunk
to be disciplined. So besotted, indeed, were
the English traders by devotion to Bacchus,
tombined with an equally inordinate addic-
tion to flesh, that not a year passed withont
8 superior officer dying, while the mortality
among the factors was too great to be kept
countof. Most of tho traders wero addicted to
other weaknesses than the bottle. Soine lived
pretty wuch afier the native fashion, so far as
polygamy was concorned. A certain Edward
Barter, a mulatto, more powerful on the Guinen
const than any three white men, pretended to

OF AFRICA,

be a Christian, and could road and write. But
though law{ully married in England, bo had
eight wives “in the country ” ; and, owr inform-
ant adds, this compromising fact in no way
detracted from the esteein in which M
Barter's moral character was held by his
English associntes, “gince most of their chiof
officers or governowrs follow the mulato’s ex-
ample pretty close ; for I belisve most of their
present agents have about six,” This was at
('abo Corso—that is, Cape Const—upon the
Danish Mount (p. 40).

But the old factors had something more o
do than to drink punch, cat beef, and mnrry
“ country wives,” as the phrase is, to Tho dangers
express a4 somewhat sinular practice of fhe old
still in vogue, or cven to buy wax o
and ivory, and gold, and “negro servants”;
for they had often to defend thoir forts, and
their own lives and their cmployers’ property,
against hostile onsets by the warlike tribes of
the interior, or even of their own immediate
neighbourhood. Thus the Anteans eaptured
the English post at Zokonde, Chuistiansborg,
the Danigh fort at Acera (p. 49), a square
Luilding mounting twenty guns, was in 1693,
owing to the garrison being woakened by death,
ceaptured by the natives, For a few days the
negroes rioted in plunder, and the old chief, .
dressed in the Danigh commandant’s uniform,
ond addressed by his name, mimicked to the
best of his ability the langnage and acts of his
prototype. *“He thundered at all the English
and Zealandish interlopers, by way of salute,
with his cannon, as if there could never be an
end to the powder” Then two Danish wen-
of-war, sided by gifte and the intercession of
the Dutch, succeeded., in regaining the placs,
Such mishaps did not, however, always end
so happily. There is, for examplo, a tragicsl
tradition connected with Fort Elise Carthago,
a deserted post at the mouth of the Ankobra
River. This place was in Duteh hends when
it was besieged by the natives of the sur-
rounding country, who fancied that the cor-
mandant had a large quantity of gold ready
for ghipment. Knowing, probably from sad
experience, of some similar mishaps elsewhere,
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the fate which would await 1liem, the stout-
hearted Hollander lought until all his lead was
expended and his garrison shot down one by
one  Secing that he could hold out no longer,
and could expect 1o merey fromw Iy savage
cnenties, he determined, as many a desperate
man in like case has done Lefore, to sell his
life donaly. With that intention he utilised the
last hours at his disposal by placing sovernl
barrols of gunpowder under the “ palaver,” or
apudience-hall, of the fort, and lighting o slow
mateh, which he placed in communication
with the powder. Ho then survondered st dis-
crotion, and invited tho cagey nogroos to cono
mto the hall to receive tho gold supposed to
be there. Scearccly, howover, had the place
beon filled Dbeforo the mine oxploded, blow-
ing the fort amd oll within it into atows,
This story is told by Colonel Ellis, sud is, no
doubt, historieal ; for the place was nover ro-
built, and its ruined walls, now almost covored
with bush, alone romain to commemorate this
tragody of the Guines trde,

Those old Dutch foris wore on quite as
lordly a seale as thoir English rivals, and, if we
me putes M@ to believe the Dutch, much
forts. better managed, At St George
del Mina, their pyincipal place on the Gold
Coast (p. 45), there was & general, or chief
governor, a chief factor, and chief fiscal
with very fine warchouses for sloring tho
goods brought from Europo, and “the trade”
which thoy carried off in vetwrn. Gold was
the chiof article bartercd for here, and in
those days must have been a profitable
affair for all concerncd, sinco it was reckoned
that, carly in the last century, as much as
£230,000 of the precious metal was every
year exportet] from the Gold Coast  This was
brought down by the negroes, who, after it was
weighed, assayed, and purified—ond, as sham
dust was very common, it was most carefully
examined—received the stipulated value in
goods. No credit was given excopt at the
factor'’s own risk, 'These negroes were usually
the slaves of their masters; but, for policy’s
sake,the head of the'earavan was always troated
by the white traders not as a scrf, Lut as a

DUTCH FORTS. 63
great merchant, in caso be might take offence,
and go to the English, Danes, or Kranden-
burgers,

In addition to the dignitaries mentioned, the
Dutch had in the forts a garrison of soldiers,
out of whose ranks, when qualified, elerks and
other assistants wero somelimes chosen. The
assistant reccived sixtoen gulden s month,
and twonty gulden more for board wages, so
that their pay was protty wuch the saine as that
of the English. His fivst step in promotion
was to be an under-fuelor, with twenty gulden
# month, and, his chief business being to buy
gold, ho required to excreise nuch shrewdness,
not to suy honesty. Accordingly, when n sub-
faclor was noticed to be clined to extrava-
gonee, he was apt to bo watehed very closely,
sinca tho factor was responsiblo to tho company
for hisintromnissions, I howover, he bobaved
well, and the season. was rengonably wnhenlthy,
the under-factor would soon locowmos a factor,
and Lo sent to take charge of an outpost, al u
salavy of thiry-six guiden & wonth, and an
allowsnce of ten guldon for o sorvant or two,
besides the nsunl twonty gulden for Lis food,
If provided with good intorest, he might even
vise to command one of the minor forts, with
double this salary, or become chief fuctur at
Ehnine, an official who waa the socond person
on the coast, with a stipend of one hundred
gulden & wonth and allowances; though tho
governor-general, with. three hundred gulden
a month and corresponding perquisites, was
a dignitary the appointment of whom the
directors in Holland usually reserved to them-
sclves,

Then there was the chief fiseal, with fifiy
gulden a month, and ten gulden for a som-
vant, besides the liberty of the goneral’s table,
and one-third of oll the gold seized from un-
lawful traders or interlopers, whether whites ox
negvoes, and, one-third of the fines imposed
apon them, or upon offending officials of the
company, The bookkeaper-general at Elminn
was also o person of considerable consequence,
with einoluments amounting to one hundred
and five gulden por month. Under him were an
nssistans, or secretary, and the garrison book-

-
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koeper, who though not paid a high salary, Lad
the privilege of selling by auction the effects
of all porsons who died upon the coast, at o

COCQA-NUT PALM. (Cocos nueifinu)

commission of four per cent. on the sum they
brought. The officer held in lenst esteem in
the Duich forts wus the under- fiseal, auditor, or
, aatuplly informer, who recsiving, besides lis
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saluty of twenty guldon, the tenth of all
fines, did his best to enlarge the number of
them by spying on the other officinls tor the
purpuse of detecting any breach of the rulos,
anel was held in contompt aceordingly.

Lawstly, there was o chuplain, with » monthly
stipend of one hundred guldon, and & clork, at o
fifth of the salury ; the first having, in addition,
un allowanes of ten gulden for a servant, and
o place at the governor's table. The States-
tenoral of Holland of (huse dnys, as
Dugald Dalgetty romembored with a
wry face, were striel diseiplinarians as
rogardy the oulward observances of
worality,.  And, if the Gold Coast
oficials wove licentious, it was not
the Dlame of
thelr masters,
who paid the
pawson  the
same  salary
as the chief
fuctor of Kl-
mina. Every
man eapable
of getting out
of bed had,
on pain of
being  fined
twenty - five
stivers, to attond church every day, excepl on
Nundays and Thursdnys,when the smart-inoney
forabsence wasdoubled. Inall, Elninapossessed
in its palmy days n director-genetal, a chaplain,
a fiscal, & chief factor—and sometimes two or
three in addition—seven or eight factors, nine
or ten sub-factors, eighteen or twenty assistants,
o warehouse-keepor, an aceountant-general, the
under-bookkesper, the garrison accountant, the
clerk of the Church, the auditor or «informer,”
besides the soldiers and their officers. The
supreme control of the const was in the hands
of the dircctor-general, who, in cases of emer-
geney, agked the advice of the Council, which
consisted of himself, the fiscal, the chief factor,
the ensign or bannerinan (in cominand of the
garison), and sometimes the nccountant-
general, though, as a rule, the only result of

(ddansanie digelata.)
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their meetings was to register the opinion of and Whydah and the Congo to bo only a
tho supreme ruler, on whose goodwill all the superior spoeics of chimpanzeo. In Afvica
members were dependent, and to divide the slave of ono day might e the master
amongst them the responsibility
of aots often nbiteary, snd some-
times perilous for him to do
alone,
Tug Srave TrADE

But whatevor wore the com-
modities Lartered on the Guinea
Coast, the onc which latterly
threw all others into the shade
was slaves, Slavery has always
oxisted in Afvica. Bondago was
invariubly the lot of prisouors
aaptured in war who were not
sacrificed or cater, and long
before the whites tmdoed to
Africa the negro kings trafticked
with the Moors of the Barbary
States in the surplus of their
own subjects who had com-
mitted crimes, or in those of
their neighbours whe had [allen
into their hands in tho convse
of those inter-tribal hostilities
which then, as now, were a
common feature of savage life.
But the bondage of black man
to black man, or ovon of the
negroes to the Arabs, was mild
compared to that which was
the lot of the sons of Ham
when the American planters,
finding that white men could
not, and red mon would not,
cultivate their cane and cotton
fields, deported them to labour
in tho New World.

In Africa they were at home,
among men of o kindred race,

IMPLEMENTS IN USE BY BLAVE-TRADERS,
(By permisslon of the British cad Forelgn Ante-Slavery Soclety,)

«, &, The Yol:e or Goree ; b, ¢, Chaina used to fasten slaves ; &, Iron ring welded on to limh

i il M- at o sleve, Which haa t by severod by o ehisel m order (o be 1emoved ; e, Fobters ;
.Wlth t]?‘) "pOSSll)ﬂlty of obtain S, Rope wied to fand slaves; g, Il:gx Collar; %, Hebuet naed for ggn'lg slnvn‘:,
ng their freedom by some turn with plave of fron to foce tongue down; +, Qorbngh or whiy tnade of vhinoeeros Ik,

of fortune, or, in any oaso,

not regardod as so iufinitely infarior to of another, as in Morocco, to this hour,
their mosters that thero werc othnologists the black bondwomsn may become the
ready to pronounce the swart lshourers mother of an Eiperor, and the black bondman

who amived by the ship-load from Bonny tho commander of an army, the governor of
. B

¥
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a provinee, or the head of a religious sect, as
influential as the Sultan himself In Americs,
on the coutrary, it was seldom that tho
slave could attain freedom, even under the
most degrading conditions.

Among the many crimes that history luys
to the charge of the Dritish nation is tho
cirenmslance that an Englishman

o a1 wus the first individual who saw
:ﬁvﬁm in the luying and solling of

Afvicans n soureo of gain greater
than the traffic in gold-dust and ivory This
Ppersounge was the celobrated Sir John Haw-
kins, who, in 1562, “ran” the first English
cargoe of slaves to the West Indies, an
offence agninst wmnanity which he scarcely
expiated by Dhis doughty deeds in after
days, when, with Drake, he fought agninst
the Armada at home, and perished off
Puerto Rico in an unsuecessful expedition
against the Spaniards abroad. But, in reality,
the Portuguese and Spaniards set the example,
which Hawkins meroly imitated.  As early as
1508, Afvican slaves were working in the
mines of Hispaniola, Mexico, and Poru, or
cultivating the soil’ capacity in which they
woro found more manageable than ns toilers
underground.  But it was not until 1517 that
the commerce in humen beings was fully
cstablished, Charles V. having granted to
Lebrosn, a Fleming, the exclusive privilege
of importing 4,000 slaves every year, a
monopoly which the concessionnaire dispused
of for 25,000 dueats to the (tenoese merchants.
The Portuguese and Spanisrds never inter-
mitted their activity in this drendful traffie,
though other nations soon ran rivalry with
them ; smong these the English wers not long
in tpking the lead, and they continued, until
the trade was sholished, to be the principal
dealors in hrunan beings between Afrien and
America,

From 1680 to 1786 fully 2,130,000 negroes
were imported inio English colonies, Jrmaicn
In tho course of eighty years absorbing 610,000,
In ome yesr, 1793—and it was not an ox-
ceptional one—the different European Powers
landed in the New World 74000 slaves, those
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brought by the British Leing 38,000 ; while in
1771 there sailed from England to Afries 102
ships provided with nccommodation for 47,146
nogroes. At a later delo the trathe rather
incronsed than diminished. Soon Brazil alone
took an average of 78000 and Cuba GO0,000
per annum, ihough this did not include
those veseued by cruisers after the trade
el been declaved illegnl, those thrown into the
sen to avoid capture, or thuse who died during
the passage. As lato as 1830, 150,000 human
lieings wero carried cvery year across the
Atlantic and sold as bondmen, in spite of the
fact that all nations except Spain, Portugsl
and Brazil had mude the trade penal This
was Sir Fowell Buxton’s estimate. Caplain
Maclean — the husband of the hapless
“LE.TL"—who as Governor of the Gold
Coast in 1834 was m a good position to
ascertain the truth, ostinated the numnber
carried off'in that year from the Bights of Benin
and Biafra at 140,000. Four yoars luter there
wereonthat coast,under Portuguose colours, 200
slave-vessels; and wy late friend, the venerablo
James MeQueen, who for many years was the
link between the old and the modern students
of African geography, estimated from personal
observations made in 1837 that 196,146
men and women were carried from their
homes to a lifslong slavery in Brazil and the
Spanish colonies. Again, if the value of the
Manchoster goods oxclusively mnnufactured
for the most veprehensible branch of “the
Guinea trade” is made the basis of the caleula-
tion, allowing £4 ns the average cost-price of
each slave, less Lhan sixty yems ago, exclusive
of the thousands sent to Persia, Turkey, Arabia,
and tho Mohammecdan States of Afifca, or
owned by the negro potentates, 250,000 is
not too high an estimate of the enforced
emigration by which every twelve months
Africa—and almost solely the region now
under consideration—was drained.

The wonder was not that Africa did not
progress in civilisation, or that it was, over
vast fertile vegions, thinly populated, but that
it was not turned into » desert. In reality,
nothing shows the recuperative character of
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the nogro raeos, their enormous vitality, eom-
pared with the Ameviean [ndians and othex
savage pooplos, more than the fack that in
few years the country recovered-—as it will
recover still more rapidly in the near future—
this ceaseless bleeding in the shape of the
deportation of its youngest and strongest inha-
bitants, For thore was no market for old men
and women, wenklings, or young children, In
the slave raids the ablo-bodied alone were
teken; the rest wero knocked on the head.
And it was Dy such murdorous vaids that most
of the slaves sold 1o the white men wore
obteined. 1t was not often that the Intler
themselves stole the uegroos, though oven
of that, in ewrlior tiwos ab loust, thoy wore
much less inmocent than tho excellent My,
Nowig* would havo us beliove,

For Horr Wadstzinn, whoe in 1787 and 1788
mado a journoy to the Coastof Gninea, aflirms
in tho most positive 1aner that
in placos where there wore no settle-
wmopts Europonns often layinambush
for the natives, soized them and kept them in
confinement until they could bo shipped off to
thacoloniost This knavery, therefors, seldom
came to the notice of their honest country-
men, who would have regarded with indigna-
tion “private pillage,” while ready enough to
profit by that underiaken in o public way. Such
dishonoursble traders seamn to have been the
fororanmers of tho South Sea « blackbirders *;
for penetrating up the groat river in search
of business, they either invited tho natives on
board on the pretence of buying, or insisted
on hostages being delivered up a8 security for
their good behaviour—hlack traders or black
hostages running a parlonsly small chance of
ever sseing the village again if, peradventure,
the wind servod when theso transactions were
approaching & close. Such an “interloper”
naturelly never visited that river or thet part
of the const again, though the next vessel

* “Memoirs of the Reign of Bossn Ahfdee, King of
Dehomy, en inland country of Guinay, to which are
osdded the anthor’s journey to Abomsy, the capital, and a
short aocoount of the African alave trade * (1789), p. 172.

t “Observations on the Slave Trade, and » Desoription
of some paxt of the Cosst of Guinea™ (1789), p. 18,

How olaves
were ob-
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which arrived without suspicion of the villainy
of ity predecessor was apt 10 pay the penalty
of his criune (p. 60).  But no seruple was entor-
tnined regnrding the natives kidnappmng each
other. Such stolen goods were legitimate 1ner-
chandise. It was, indeed, an everyday occur-
rence for blacks to be entrapped into slavery,
even by the people with whom they and thejr
tribe were on terms of greal covdinlity.

But it took a long time for » negro
chiol to “fill an invoice” for fonr or five
hundred slaves with such petly pilferings of
luman werebandise.  Ho had to resort to
stronger measures and to theft on a nare
wholosale seale, In tho first place, all the
prisoners and ull the eriminals in the tribe
were sald into this kind of penal servitude for
life, and it is certain that offences mmltiplied
in n diroct ratio to tho demand for saleable
offenders of thissort. 1t might also occasionally
happen, as has happened in Morocco in our
own day, that during tines of famine the
wrotehod natives would barter their freedvin
for the certainty of having something Lo cat,
and, as is still the case in most parts of Africa,
an insolvent debtor became the property
of his croditor. But the very chance of
obtaining prisoners cncouraged quarrels sinong
the slavery kings; and when no cause for
bostilities existed, except that there weve
seversl slave-ships waiting for a cargo, a
royal broker (and the chief was generally the
principa} merchent) would, without hesita-
tion, fall upon a neighbouring tiibe in order
to supply the number of “servants” whom
be bad agreed to furnish. Latterly, such
raids became the regular mode of obtaining
prisoners, with the result that the internecine
querrels for which Africa hes ever been
natorious grew more and more truculent nnd
continuous, and anything like legitimato
commeree was hmpossible. To this day—or
at least, until very recently—on the frontier
hehind Sierrn Teone, Mendis or Kossais
moen may be often met with, armed with
swords and spesrs, going about in cowples
bunting for slaves. If agked what they are
doing, they answer, without hesitation, Colanel
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Ellis tells us, that they are wanting to fry to
cuteh somebody, and they hold np the roll
of braided cord which they earry to bind their
eaptives ng u proof that they are not conumon
agrivultuists, but boad fide slave-hunters,
The slaves tlos sconred are, of course, not
exporerl—for thero being no market for them
across the sen, there are now no purchastrs on
tho Afiienn side—lut carried across British
territory aaul sold in the Sherlvo country,
whenee they are finally disposed of to the
Mohawmedan rico-growers of the rivors
between Sicrra Leone and the Guanbia
Couwrparatively fow slaves were drawn from
tho coust itself The shore tribes were the
widdlemen, who obtained them from tho

SIR T» FOWLDLL BUXTON,
(From the Porteait by Sur George Haydn,)

interior people, and found their profit in selling
them to the whites. Higher up the rivers, and
wherever there wore fortified trading-posts, tho
slave-merchants dealt directly with the agents
of the chiofs and caravens who brought them
fromn tha Bast, though it was rare for the white
merchants to penotyate far up the water-ways,
and whon they did so i was oither to scan the
resourcos of the country or to open up friendly

& - 'West Afrionn Tolands ® (1885), p. 119.
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nogotiations with the tribes so as to sceure
their enstom in the near future,

Yot these journeys, made for the advance-
ment of the least cominendable ohjoet, holpod
directly to upen up Afiics, and by publishing
to the world, through the agoney of the
explorers who followod, some of the horrows
of this tratfic in flesh and blood, conduced
to its total abolition.

The agents who brought them fo the coast
woro known as “slatees,” and the gangs in which
they travelled as “coffles.” Both were infamons
—s0 infamous, indeed, that though one might
havo imagined that it would have been to the
interest of the owner to take carc of his mer-
chandise, the hardships of the journey were
so great for years that the routes of tho slavo.
gangs were marked by whitened skeletons of
wretched captives, badly fed, henvily manacled,
and cruelly treated, who had dropped by the
way and been left whore they fell to die or be
enten. alive by wild beasts (pp. 65, 72, 78),

Aftor reading the voluminous nareatives of
early travellers who were familiar with
the slave trade, the evidence laid bofore the
various Committees of Parliament which sat
on tho subject, and wany facts obtained from
Inter journoys with the Arabs in an opposite
direction, it scems to us that there is no
exaggoration in affirming that thirty-six per
cenl. of avery “coffle” of slaves perished on the
march to tho coast, not to mention. the horrors
the survivors cndured during the period they
were shut up in barracoons waiting the srrival
of o ship {p. 60), or the still more terrible
agonies they had to Dbear when packed in
the hold during the *iniddle passage” from
Africa to America.

Yet it must not be supposed for a moment
that the men who were engaged in this traffic
were accounted anything but highly wmy saye.
respectable merchants, It wag in merchants.
the first place extromely lucrative. Bristol
and Liverpool fattenod on it.  Most of the
« warmest” merchants were intercsted in it,
and it i3 safe to say that only the most
active, courageous, snd enterprising skipper
had a chance of commmanding o ship fitted
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ont for the Guinen tirade,

Mr Hall Cainc has deseribed

in graphic terms the surly old

sen-dogs of Man who brought

to the Goreo Pinzza, nt Liver-

pool, the largost cargo of

human beings ever offered for sale; for
there was a time when a slave was

nol free Ly touching the soil of Eng-

land There were four men—a sud
quartet. One of them had only ome

mm end an iron hook. another had
only one arm and one eye, a third had only
one arm and a sturmp, a fourth was covered
with scars from the ivon of the cheing which
& glave had worn for twelve months at Bar-
badoes, “Just about enough humanity in
tho four to make onc complste man, but with
vigour enough, fire enough, heart enough~1I
daren’t sny soul enough—in their dismembered
old trunks to make ten men apicce ; born se:
rovers, true sons of Qrry, their blood hali
brine” Some of them, indeed, were—in their
way—very excellent men; it was only when
the trade became disreputable that the captain
and crew shared in the infamy attaching to it,
though—we ventnre to think—at no time were
they very pleasant-mannered gentlemen. “Is
this the groat Mr. Pope ?” was the exclnmation

(\ '

ALAVLCR INTIOING NATIVES ON BOARD

of une on being presented to the weazened little
anthor of the * Duneiad.” “Zounds! T bave
bought hbotter men, body and soul, in the
Bight of Benin for fifteen pieces of eight”

But the blacks were to be obtained in carly
days, before competition had bocoms so keen,
for o great deal less than that. When M. Dan-
court made his voysge in 1682* the price
for a prime slave was ton frames, and, as the
chattel was saleable in a Christian country for
ahundred crowns,t the profit was considerably

# “Voyage to the Canaries, Cape Verd, and the Coash of
Africa, under the command of M Dancourt” Translated
from the French of M, la Nacre by Edmund Goldsmid
{1887). p 86

+ The crown, or ¥ Ecu,” varied in value from wix francs

or livres to three fiames, the average worth of it akoub
that period,



70

more than the 200 per eent. at which it was
estimated at its worst-paying cxa. A fair—
indeed, o very good—slave was then to ho
purchased for four or five jars of brandy,
though the expense of transporting the mer-
chandise to the auction-blncks in Virginia, or
Louisiang, or Rio, or the West Indies, or oven
to stoug Now York, which in those days had
not quite eschiewed the “peculiar justitution,”
any move thau had the Mother Coungry, was
greater than his Hrst cost on the shores of
Senegal. At the Isle of St. Louis the ordinary
articlos given in exchange for hides, ivory,
gum, and, we presune, for negroes, were linen,
cotton, copper, pewter, iron, brandy, and
“trifles of glass,” which resulted in a profit
of 800 por cent,, the cost and risk of currying
home the stuff being less then in the case
of slaves. In 1859 the Portuguese, who dealt
surreptitiously in slaves from the Uongo region,
we learn from & memorandum prepaved by an
American who aided that year in landing a
gargo on tho coast of Cuba, though he is mis-
taken in thinking that his was “ the last slave-
ship,” paid for men and women after sorae-
thing like the following tariff:—The trador
had in the first place to “dash” the chief of
the tribe amongy whom he sottled for the
privilego of erecting a barracoon, which, being
built, was carefully protected by the members
of the fribe constituting themselves its self-
appointed guardisns, A seale of prices was
then agreed upon for nogroos, sccording to age
ond sex. This avevaged four yards of calico,
oue flint-lock musket, one six-pound keg of
contse gunpowder, one two-gallun keg of rum,
soine beads, and brass wire; in all, goods worth
about thirty-four shillings for each Dlack
cnptured and landed in the barracoon by the
tribe from their weaker neighbours, The tariff
had been lower until within a few years prior
to 1859, “ when competition increased them”
to tho rates mentioned, n cynical commentary
on the efficieney of tho blockading squadron,
Numbers died on the way to the const,
many more while waiting a customer in the
barvagoons, and o large percentage while
packed in the hold of the slave-ships making
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“the middle passuge” As soon as they arrived
from the interior the slaves were examined ag
to their physical condition by the surgeon
attachod to the factories, who arranged thom
in clugses according to their state  Each
sorf was then branded with the name or ayns
of the awner,in order fo prevent the “slatees”
from exchanging them for worse, and ulso
us  cerlifieste of good quality, certain dealers
or companios Leing noted for the grade of
nogroos whom they exported. Women were
always one-fourth cheaper than men, though
by dint of long practice there was nover any
difficulty in amiving ab the value of the
different lots (p. 61)

To save tho exponse of keeping thew, at
a charge of about twopence a day, they
were usually sent on bosrd ab the que msame
eorliest possible moment, stark Passege.
naked, the owner having stripped them of
every rag they possessed, and in this condi-
tion they made the voyage, unless, indeed,
the captain was charitable enough to supply
some garment for each of them. As six
or seven hundred were often shipped in
onc vessel, careful stowage was imperntive:
and assuredly no space was lost.

The Duteh bhoasted that their slavers were
always clenner than those of other nations,
But noma of them had wmuch of which to
boast, The stench in all way frightful when
the hatches wero taken off and the slave-decks
pired. As the belief of the captivos was that
they were being taken to the white man's
country to be eaten, with such a prospect
before them mutiny was common among &
people naturally ferocious and reckless of their
lives. Not unfrequently ships have been
eaptured, the crew murdered, and the oraft
yun ashors by the slaves, while the cases in
which revolts, sometimes caused by tho sailors
ill-using the wretched poople wnder their
control, were suppressed aftor & sanguinary
struggle fill a large portion of every slaver’s
log-book, They were fed twice a day, and in
falr weather allowed to tomo an deck, and on
some ships they were served with pipes and
tobaceo, it being the object of the cnpta.i:n to
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land his cargo in ng good order as posuible,
gvery negro being erediied to him at a com-
mission of so much a head, the officeys and
crew also sharing in the profits of the enter-
prise,

It was only when the trade became an
offence against the law of nations that the
sufferings of tho slaves grow atrocious, For
tho aim of the master was to pack as many
a5 possible on board his vesscl, the pexil of
ineking one run being only half of what was
entailed in making two. In case the cruiser ran
the slaver hard, and o prison coll or the yard-
arn boegan to look porilously noear, tho eaptain
nevor hesitated to snvo his own life by throw-
ing the nogroes overboard.  This has beon
denied; but i happoned within tho memory of
mer still living. Thus, in 1831 the Blaeh Joke
and Feedr Rosumond ehased two slavors into the
Boony River; It finding it impracticable to
escapo in this direction, the slavers ran into a
creck and began deliberately to toss their living
cargo to the shavks, and before the cruisers
conld reach them had thus disposed of the
greater number. A Spanish slavor, when cap-
tured, had made every preparation for blowing
up the three hundred and twonty-five captives
lying in the bold ; and during another chase of
2 Spanish slaver by an English ship, the crew
of the former noticed tho other busily drop-
ping casks overboard Ench eask was found
to contain from one, 1o two slaves. Instances
of abowinable cruelties, almost ineredible
were the stories not fully authenticated,
might be quoted had these any dircct bearing
on the theme of our volumes, and the harder
vun was the slavor the more hoartless was
the harshness with which the vietims were
treated (p. 76).

It wonld, however, be a mistako to suppose
that the captains engaged in the slave trade
were monsters of iniguity any more than
their employers were en of low commercial
standing. On the contrary, many of them
were much respected in private life; and
25 none hut extremely smart men were en-
gaged for a serviee which demanded great
courage, shrewdness, and resource, it is certain

71

that tho viff-rafl of Liverpool and Bristol wero
not shipped for the Guinea trade. They
followed a lawfnl branch of industry, and
their owners and consignees wero among the
greatest folk in the ports whenco they sailed
or on the plantations to which they wero
bornd,

Sir John Hawking during his trips to the
Canarios “by his tenderness and humanity
had made himself inuch bolover,” and was so
littlo ashamed of his business that when he
was dubbed a knight ho chose fur his crest a
“ demi-Mour in his propor
colour, bound with & cord.”
On board the Portuguese
brig Veloz, eaptured in 1837,
was found a charning cor-
respoudonee. The agent of
the Pernambuco Slave Im-
porting Company, to which
she belonged, writos to his
principals  that, in spite
of tho kindness of the Queen of Benin in
giving him forty-cight pairs, he was badly in
need of log-irons; and to his wife:—<Dear
Spouse of my heart, I send you ihree fine
mats and two parrots, one ram-goat for my
little son John to play with, and three sea-
horse testh for our little daughter Henrietta,
also a little girl, very pretty "—for whom this
humane perent had paid two rolls of tobacco,
twelvo yards of flannel, and ome pioce of
calico—"and o little black boy for Johnmy.
They have the mark O on the right arm”;
and so forth, the cruel scars left by the
branding iron being described with a profes-
sional callonsness that suggests eurious reflec-
tions regarding the composite condition of the
mind of man.

A traffic so profitable, so lawful, and pur-
sued by such humane men as tho Tortuguese
factor whose epistle has just been , .
quoled, was sure not to lack de- of the
fenders, Captain Snelgrave (ag "5Ve tRde
worthy o man as ever ran negroes from
Whydah to tho Sugar Islands) was very sad to
think that the “traffic in human ereatures”
might be accounted barbarous. But it had

CRLRT Or 8IR JOIIN
HAWKINS.
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this to be pleaded as its
axcnse, that the trade was
to the advantage of both
merehants and slaves, for
the Latter would be Lilled
were they not sold, st on
the plantations they lived
better than thoy did at
home As mauny of the
negroes  were  Criumals,
thewr absence was pood [or
Afiien; and as the tropics

could not be cultivaled without them, their
presenca there was excellent for the planters
And, finally, it goes without seying that
the trade was good for the people wha
sold, bought, transported, and sold again
the very peculiar goods in which the ex-
cellent gentleman mentioned dealt.  But
there were greater folk then master
maziners to defend this teaffic. Did it not,
it was triumphantly asked, employ o large
floet of ships and absorb & vast amount of
British manufactures, and find work for a
bost of senmen, mechanies, brokews, clerks,
and the like, not to mention the millions of
produce which the labour of these hondsmen
, reared in America and the West Indies ?

HSLAVES ON THE MARCH.

THE STORY OF AFRICA,

As to the morality of
the matter there surely
gould not be any doubt
on the subject, since tho
Soviety for Propagating Chuistianity, in-
cluding hall the episcopal bench, derived, as
masters, from the labour of their slaves in the
West Indics, an income which it spent in
teaching the religion of pence aud goodwill to
men.  That it wes approved of by all sound
patriots was evident from divers Acts of Par-
liament and utternnces having all the forco of
a Royal decree. For did not a Statute of
King William of pious memory affirm “that
tho trade was highly beneficial to the king-
dom,” and snother of George IL that it was
not only ©very advaniageous to Great Britain,”
but “necessary to the plantations,” which Act,
remarks Mr. Norrs, with some acrimony, was
made by “o Whig King and o Whig Parlia-
mont, who, when they dissolved the late
Aftican  Company, granted o large sum
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of woney &8 a compensation for their rights,
in ordor that o trade thal was novessary and
advantageous might bo earned on with gronter
cnergy and. succoss.” Tn shoit—to parody
another piece of optimism—the negro kings
liked the slave trade, the Biistol merchants
liked it, the captains hiked it; the planters
liked it, and it was the bolief of some people
whose ntterances are not quite so icmote as
the days of Wilbeiforce and Buxton that the
slaves liked 1t 6oo

Togie as feeble used to bo henrd night
aftor night in the House ol Conimons whon it
was proposetd to do awny with the tiafhe, and
n cenbwry later, when the nHermath of tho
trade was o huge awil war in the land fo
which the negroes had been emried  With
quite as much reasen highway roblery might
have heen defended on the ploa that it stimu-
lated the Dbreeding of switt roadsters, that

BLAVER LLIT TO DID

birglary helped the ironmongery tade by
cneowsaging the manulbacture ol good lorks
and supaior wmdow-taslemngs, or thut
pockot-piching was a Lranch of mdnstry that
provided employient for inay sha p-fiugered
youths, a host of policomen to look after
them, a legion of lawyers Lo put them mto
prison, and a battalion of turnkeys to seo that
they did not, get ont

But all these arguments diud not prevens an
over inereasing numberot people from doubiting
that, howover serviceable the black

_ The decline

labourors wero in the sngar, tobaceo, of the
and cotton fields, the capturo and Ave tade
eairying thom acioss the Atlntic wero bad for
Afrien and bad for Burope  Even so severs o
Tory as Dr. Johnson was foud of tonsting
“The next rebellion of the Jamaiea blacks”
Vostad interests wore, however, stiong enough
to provent the advoeates of abolition from

obtaining more than & heav-
ing. To the credit of Den-
mark, be it said, she was
the first* to forhid her people to engage in
the traffic which was so profitable to many
of them, Two years later the United States,
which carefully differcntiated between slavery
and the slave trade, forbade American citizens

* The 10yal decrse was 1ssucd on the 10th of May,
1792, but 1t was not to como mto operation tall the end
of 1802,
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to participate in the exportativn of ncgroes
to foreign countries, nnd in 1794—the Act to
come into opurntion in 1804-—prohibited
the introduction ol Afvicans into their own
dowinions, Ureal Dritain, which had been
the earliest and must strenuous  oppgnent of
this comnneree, was able in 1807, after a
stont struggle in Parlisment ond out of it
to abolish the slave trade so far as she was
coneerned. The Bourbons never made any

WILLIAM WILBLRI'ORCE,
(Afer the pot aradt by S Joseph Slule: )

advances to what they regarded as o revolu-
tionary reforn.  But at the Congress of Vienna,
in 1814, France agreed in principle that the
slavoe trade should be done away with as soon
a8 possible, entering at the same time into n
troaty with Grreat Britain which provided that
no foreigners should in future import slaves
into the ¥rench colonies, and that after the
1st of June, 1819, the traflic should be entirely
stopped, this postponement being dictated by a
wish to introduce o fresh stock of slaves into
Hayti should that island be recovered. During
Napoleon's brief reign, in 1815, a decree was
issued which ended the trade for good and all,
an Act which was confirmed at the second
Penco of Parig, in November of that year,
though it was not effectually carried out until
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March, 1818, In 1815 Portuguese subjects
wore forbidden to coary on the slave trade
north of the Equator, and the yoar 1823 was
fixed ag tho dute beyond which it should be
evorywhere unlawful, though the time was
subsequently extended to 1830; and on Eng-
land paying the Portuguese o compensation
of £300,000, a royal edict was issued in 1836
prohibiting the cxport of slaves from any of
tho Portuguose possessions. In like manuer
England paid £400,000 to the Spaniards in
1820, on. condition that they too should ceaso
lo buy Afriean negroes, But though the
Governments of DLoth countries concerned
corvied out the coutrvact, it is notorvious thai
the bargain was violated again and again Ly
Portuguess and Spanish subjects, and that in
too tany instances the local officinls in Afviea
openly connived at this infringement of & com-
pact of which they disapproved, in so far that
it robbed them and their friends of & great deal
of unholy profit. The Dutch trade was closed
in 1814, on the Swedes ending theirs a year
enrlier ; and by the Peace of Ghent, in 1814,
the United States and England mutually
bound thomselves to do what lay in their
power to extinguish o traffic which had by
this time been racognised a3 infamous, whether
carried on as prior {0 1788, in an ontively un-
rostricted manner, or, as after that date untilits
abolition, under regulations ordnined by various
Acts of Parlinment. It was at once prohibited
in several of the South Amoriean States when
they shook off the yoke of Spain, though
others, like Brazil (on separsting from Portu-
gal) continued to countenance n trade which
her planters considered essential to their
prosperity. In 1881 and 1833 most of the
Powers agreed to o right of mutual search, o
proviso which rendered the traffic much more
diffieult than before, and by the Ashburton
Treaty (1842) Grent Britain and the United
Statos arrangod for the joint maintenance of
squedrons for preventing the exportation of
slaves from the Guines Const.

In this way, officially at least, the slavo
trade, so far as it could be carried on under the
flags of European nations, hecamo a perilous
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occupation.  Dut # did not eease. Thero
were Brozil and Cuba eager for more Llack
poople, and the Sonthern United States in no
way inimical to & cargo of negroos being
quictly 1un into ono of the Carolinn crocks
and no questions asked. Henco, for many
years the cruisers seldom had their anchors
down, and Sierra Teone, which had been
founded for the recoption of captured slaves,
bad no reason to complain of a lack of fresh
colonists. Portugal and Brazil—or, at least,
Portuguose and Brazilinn subjects—senrcely
made any seeret of continuing to earry on the
traffie; only thoyhad Lo look ont for the ernisers.
Whydah was the chief port, and here tho Da
Souzas nnd Medeiros lorded it like kings on
the profits they made out of the thonsawds of
blacks whom the King of Dahomey powred
into their barrneoons,  The founder of the Du
Souza family-—old Franceseo Felles of that
lk—was o Drazilian (armer who in 1810 eame
to the Guinon Coasi, and for noarly forty
yeers was in rank and infleenco anly second
to the King of Dahomey, and in wealth for
superior to him. To died in 1849, leaving
more than a hundred childven, the tawny
descendants of whow now form quite » casto
in Whydal, deelining to intermarry with any
of the natives, though in morals they are in
no way their superiors. Tavish hospitality
was, bowever, the rule with old Da Souza, and
Senhor Medeiros, who in days not vory dis-
tant exported nn enormous munber of slaves,
kept open hounse for all comers.

But the “forts” of Whydah are now in
decuy, and the cntire placo benrs the impress
of fallen fortunes. Incownes, onee upon a time
reckoned by tens of thousands, are barely
countable by as many hundreds ; and though
the gold-inlaid bodsteads, the musmul—boxes
avms, sill, and other costly articles purchased
at exorbitont pricos in the days of reckless
extravagance, are still theve, the huckstering
of palm-oil is a poor business compared with
the Incrative trade of an era nevor to relurn,

Pedro Blanco, o wall-educated Spaninrd of
o good Malaga. fanily, whoso “ factory ¥ was at
the mouth of the Gallenas River, rivalled the

Whydah magnates in the extent of his
operationsin “black ivory.” All the approachos
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to lis estalblishmont were carefnlly guarded
by watoh-towers, in which were men constantly
swoeping the horizon with powerful teloscopes
to give timoly warning to his slave flocts of
any cruisers Leing in sight At the Hrst sign
of danger, warnings were signelied to the
barrocoons for miles up the wiver, so that
when the war-ships arived nothing excopt a
fow balos of harmless merchandise were to be
scen, while the notorious slaver was ready to
receivo the officers with the uimost kindness,
assuring them that ho had long ago abandoned
the business which had brought them to his
humble abodo. Then, after the cruisers had
left, suspicious that thoy had been outwitted,
the two or three thousnnd negroos Sefior
Blanco had in stock would be bronght from
the jungle and the mangrove swamps whore
they had been hurriedly concealed Up to
the year 1839 the sunburnt littlo Rothschild
of tho Guinea Cosst, whoso paper was freely
acoepted in all the money markets of Europe,
lived on tho Gallenas River, his commercial
cares boing latterly shared by his sister. Then,
tinding the business dcchmng, he returned to
Havannah with his enormous fortime, dying
in that city within the memory of the present
writer. He was amazingly successful in his
ovil trnde, seldom losing o vessel, and so
fortunate in the prices ho obtained in Cuba
and South America that ho could well afferd
an occasional capture by the oft-disnppointed
waxr-ships, His establishment is described by
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thoso who visited it in the days of its prosperity
as quite prineely in its barbarie splendour.
e had depdts on the wlends at tho mouth ot
tho viver  Higher up, ort another jsland, was
his private tesilence, an ostablishment ot the
most e ious docription ; und still futher up
wero his savage reraglio, sl twelve barracoons,
cach of them containing hom 100 to 500
sluves veady fur transhipment when requived,
AlL 1his is, howover, a tale of the past.  Nowu-
days there is little on tho (allenns River to
rendnd the vismtor that Pedro Blenco cver
livod, except tho ruins of his dopdts, or of
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speeidution, And thoy found the profits quite
equal to the 1isks  Vewcls wewe specnlly
Luilt for the tiade, and thus, so long as the
slavers could ouisall the cinisers, with the
oxporienced spics the former had m their pay
all along the Afriean shore, the chanee of the
Intter overhanling the man-thiel was not great
enough to check a good many trying their
luck i the venture Saucy lrigs lay in the
fever-infested mouths of the West African
rivers, waiting their chance to elude the wap-
ships, and thon, when 4 favourable opportunity
oceurred, the white sails were spread to the
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the little palaco in which he dispensed such
regnl hespitality.

Naturally when the laws of nations frowned
on the glave trade the price of slaves
rose, but this fact rendered the
business of “running” than all
the more attractive to the reckloss
men engaged in risking their necks in the

followed
prohibition,

breeze, and then, hey! for Cuba or Caroline,
For there is no doubt but that cargaes of slaves
were every now and thon “run” on the
southorn shores of the United States up lo
the date of the Civil War, and on those of Cuba
and Brazil close to tho period when by the
abolition of slavery in these countries such
merchandizo had po marketable value. A
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eapture wis oceasionally mado, and,

if the caplain was pob o “smart”

men, the law was now and then
vindientod on his person. Bul thers wan
rarely any wdeguato punishiont meted
out Lo eithor conmmander or crow, Lot the
cruiser board n suspeeted  slaver, and
suddenly tho sapiain was ouly & passenger,
and the crow members of cvery nationality
undor tho s exeopt thal nnder Lhe flag
of which the enpture was mado. The irons
were, of course, either carefully concenlod or
tossed overboard, so that, in spite of the
suspicions equipment of slave-docks,
end an amount of conrse provisions
end wator-casks out of all proportion
to the ship's company, there was
generally a dificulty in getting the
rascals condemned.  Nor did the pre-
sence of mnegross always securc a
conviction: for they inight only be
Inbourers. The result was that in
most aases the blacks wore, st worst, landad
on the Seychelles, at Sierra Teone, or in
Liveria, and the caplain and erow at tho
nenrest port, the value of tho ship being
divided among tho officers and seamen of the
eruiser that had made the capture. Al that
the preventive squadron did was to confine
the trade to fower spoculators, and, having
rendered it mora risky, compel men to cram
& larger cargo into » smaller space, and to
pursue it with greater barbarity than ever.
Steam mnde the business still more perilous,
for the cruisers could then out-chase them,
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SLAVE MARKE!L IN WEST AFRICA.

since & steam-slaver afforded, unless very laxge,
tno little cargo-room. :

But, what ended the export of negroes from
Africa was nol the war-ships or tho treaties
under which they pursued their unhealthy
work, or the smiting of the callous publie
conscience, but the fact that, by the abolition
of slavery in comutries which were formarly
ready to purchaso {ho contraband articlo,
there were no more customors for the slaves.
Then it stopped. Yet, were slavery o be
again deereed lawful, it is porfoetly certain
that plenty of slaves would cross the Atlantic.
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Howevey, though the exportation of the
peoplo of Afrien is now at an ond, slavery and
rhoena  Uhe slave trade are still flourishing,
of theslave anil will continue to flonrish until
brade. slaves aro no longer mavketable.
Tho Arabs buut them from the Fast Const to
all around the great lakes and tho head-waters
of the Nile, the Niger, and the Congo, for the
homo demand,  Evory year thousands aro
gold in Morocco, and it i3 believed in the
vewoter purts of Tiipoli and Tunis, and even
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on the froutior of Southern Algoria; and in
spite of the Fust Afrieen cruisers and the pro-
hibition of the trade in the Sultan of Zanzi-
bar's dominions (Zonzibar being at ono time o
great glave mort), and, of course, in those of
the Buropean Powers who have divided this
coast amongst them, numbers, it is believed,
fmd their way into Arebia and Abyssinia,
while many arve disposed of to the Central
Afrioan potentates who muy not have oppor-
tunities of captiring them in their own inter-
tribal raids and robberies. This infamy we
shell have occasion to come actoss very fre-
quently before we aro done with Africa.  For
the present we have only to do with the
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(fuinea trade, and even there movely in so far
as it aided in the development of Africa by
calling attention to ity unexplored parts, or
rotarded its progress by preveuting merchants
or the people from thinking of any resources
other than the lnerative one which came to
an end when Beazil, in 1888, abolished slavery.
From that day a now life began for Africa,
For so long as this South Ameriean market
wits open ta illicit, merchandise in the shape
of human beings from Afriea, se long would
there be » chanecs of somcono trying to profit
by their sale, If any proof mwore cireum-
stantinl than n knowledge of huwan greed
were required, it is supplied by tho fact that
though in 1830 o traffle which four years
proviously had been « abulished” was declared
piracy by the Emperor of Brazil, np to 1850,
Ly the connivance of the local authorities,
54,000 Africans continued to be annually im-
ported. In Africa the slave trado was an
unmitigated misery — s crime unredeemed
Ly one extormating circumstance, It caused
war, bloodshed, and every kind of wretched-
ness, and it impeded, or rather, destroyed, all
honost industry. Wherever slavery has been
stopped, it has been found that a greater
export of ivory, gold-dust, cbony, pulm-oil,
and other prodnets of legitimato African com-
meree, has f{ollowed, and thut the natives
becorue more industrions and less brutal than
before, On the other hand, it s quostionable
whether many parts of Ameriea could have
been sottled, or some parts of it cnltivated,
to this day, withont negro aid.  To the
“Guinen trade” we owe the earliest impulso
to African exploration and comnerce, and it
mrust never bo forgotten that to it we are in-
debted for thewritings of such doughtymenand
such gallant seamen snd historians as Dampier,
Hawkins, Bosman, Junnequiv, Barbot, and
others, It wmay, nevertheless, be a moot
question whether wo have not purchased the
heritage of their works at far too deor a rate.
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CHAPTER 1IV.

TaE CORSAIRS

OF AFRICA,

Piracy o3 on Agent in the Non-development of Africa -~ Some Notorious African Pirates — Davis, England,
Lowther, Massey, Roberts, Avery—"Lhe Madagasoar Pirate Colony—The Prate Princss—Congdon, Claydon,

Taylor, White—John Planiain—Audasity of the
and of Fiotion Two Different Parsonages—The Dec

Pirates—The Ways of Piratee—The Puate of Fact

Captain Willism Snelgmve, of the Serd Galley—The

1! of Pirncy w9 o Profession—The Experiences of
Laws of the Lawless—Tho Tegends of Buned Treasure

~—Basclessness of these Toles—Tha Pirutes’ Friends and Resotters—Tho Isles de Los and their Memories—The
End of Piraoy, snd how it was Lrought about—The DBarbeiy Pirates—The Rovers of Tupoli, Tunis, and
Algiers—The Moroceo Puralos—Tho Salleo Rovers—Tho Ruff Pirates—The Last of thewr Order.

Bur if there were thieves on land there wore
also thieves on son, and the soa wolf, contraxy
to the proverD, ato tho land wolf whencver an
opportunity overred.  Tho Guines ships
were, indoed, for & long time the favowrite
prey of tho pirates, the gold-dust on bonrd
of them Deing tho principal attraction. And
ag the sen betweon Afiien and Amoriea was
the highway of vessels doubling, the Cape of
(ood Hope, or on the way round Cape Horn
or through the Mngellan Strait, this coast
had more than enough of these gentry.
Slaves were, however, not despised, and cases
a8 known In which, long after the slave
trade was accounted piratical, roblers weited
uniil a vessel lnden with nogross had run
the blockade of cruisers, then quictly over-
hanlod her, transferred her crow, and sailed
for the destined purt The Guinea-bound
vessels were likowise worthy of attention,
since they contained bales of cloth and am-
munition, and, after the negro kings took a
liking to Marian Thoresa dollars, o store of
specie, which the pirates preferred to goods
of any description. Accordingly any account
of the early struggles of the African trade, and
of the obstacles which lay in the way of
African development, would be ineowplsie
without a skoteh of the rovers who, for & long
period, played so nncoinfortable a part towards
the more or less legitimate traders on the
Guinea sen-board, Few of the latter-day
corsairs wore not familiar with this region.
Bome of thew, indeed, had, before joining the

Pirates’ ranks, been cngaged in the service of
one of the companies which at differont times
rulod this const, and, in one instancee at least, o
notable member of the fruternity of sea-thioves
way the officer in command of a Gambin fort,
Among the most notorious of the piratos
Plying their trade on the Alrican coast was
Howel Davis, o Welshinm, who dome noted
had the boldness to anchor under Afrioan
the guns of Fort James, on the PFaes
Gambia, md land between filos of mnsquetecrs,
in the guise of a merchant bound {rom Liver-
peol for the Scnegal, but forced to take refuge
in the river to cseape the pursuit of two French
men-of-war. The governor credited the tale,
and, prior to “slaving him to the full cxtent
of” the supposed cargo of ron and plate on
board the pseudo-merchant’s vessel, enter-
tained the pirates hospitably. Moanwhile, the
later had been inaturing their plans, and,

- when the garrison woro off their guaxd, seized

the place without shedding & drop of blood.
Many of the soldiers joined Davis; those who
did not were confined in one of his ships,
and then, no fear of a recapture heing appre-
hended, tho pirates procceded to ransack the
castle, after .o prolonged carouse, which was
the proface and the end of cvery net of
these ruffians’ lives. The contonts of the
fort, however, disappointed them. A large
summ of money having been despatched a
fow days before, they found no more than
£2,000 in bar gold to divide, in addition to
various articlos of valno, which they duly
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carrid on vosrd, aller dismounting the guns,
demolishing the fortitications, aud doing all
the harm they eonld,  Strengthened by the
alliance of two Freneh ent-throats, Cochelyn
sl Lo Doise, ho next drove the garvison out
of the Sivrra Lemne fort.  Threo of o trade
nover agreeing, ospecinily when in strong drink,
as the devoteus of sea-robbory genorally were,
they purted compuny, each continuing his
course, seizing, and plundering, and seuttling
when the merchantmen wore weak, or fighting
with might and main when they were strong,
This fell cut to be the ease with a Dutchinan
of thirty gnns and nincty men, which struck
after an engagement off Cnpe Apollonia which
lasted from one o'clock in the aftornoon until
next morning. Fquipping the eaptured ship,
Duvis sel sail for the Bay of Anamaboe, whore
he took several vessels waiting to take on
board slaves, gold, and fvory. Oneof them he
made o presont of to the Dutch eaptain and
his erew, and allowed them to depart in quest
of what fortune might have still in store for
them. All this thne the fort ashore (p. 48)
was puzzled at these somewhat poculiar pro-
ceedings, only firing ot Davis's vessel when it
dawned upon the commandant that the latest
arrivals wero pirates. “ Davis fired also, and
hoisted the Dblack colours,” bLut, adds the
historian from whom we obtain these par-
ticulars, not receiving any damago, * deemed it
prudent to depart.”  Still in Inek, he was so
fortunato tho day after leaving this spot as to
make a prize of & Dutch ship conveying the
governar of Acers to Folland, and, what was
much more to the point, £15,000, “ besides
a large quantity of merchant goods and other
valuable articles” At Princess Isle, however,
Davis's fortune deserted him, Forhere, finding
that his vessel had sprung & lenk, he enteved
the port nndor English colours, protending to be
a man-of-war seut out in scareh of some pirates
who had beon heard of in that quarter. The
Portugniese governor affected great delight at
seeing so distinguished o visitor—in those
days uniformn was not worn in the Navy—and
insisted on escorting him to the fort with
o guard of honowr. Davis kopt up the
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character of & navac captain ly being rowed
ashore by nine men, and, furthermore, to
comnbine business with pleasure, soized a
French ship which happened to axvive, on the
Plea that she had on board soime nrtieles which
he knew belonged to pirates Al this time,
whatever might have been the governor’s
suspicions, the corsair was not molested. He
cleaned his axms, eanlked his ship, mended
his snils, and genernlly put overything into
trim for another voyuge, meditating, mean-
while, to pluy the fort hero the same trick
that he had played the Gambia one—or
lo seize the chicf personnges while dining
in his cabin, and not releaso thom without the
payment of & heavy ronsom. Fortunatoly
for them, however, & nogro who had got wind
of the plat, swam ashore in the night and
gave information to the governor of what was
in stove for them. The result was that when
the pirate came nshore next moming to invite
and convey on board the selected guests, he
was received with o salvo of mmusketry, so
well-liroeted that every wan of the party fell,
exeept one who escaped to the boat. Davis
died with the rest—in his agony, firipg his
pistols at the people who approached him.
This is the usual tale (p. 85). But two Capuchin
Frims told Captain Sunelgrave another version
not so eredifable to the governor, For, accord-
ing to these eyc-witnesses, that funetionary
was well aware who Davis was, but winked at
his proceedings, “ out of the great gain he and
his chief people made out of the pivates” Tt
was only when he got afinid of the King
of Portugal hearing of his conduct that he
plotted their destruction. If we may believe
these Friars, Davis had no intention of holding
the officials to rensom.

England was another notorious scourer of the
West Aijean coast about the heginning of lnst
century (p. 81). But though he had a certain
success between the Gambia and Capo Coast
Castle, his infamy is more associated with
the Hast Indics than with the Dark Continent,
He is described by some of his contem-
poraries as too amiable for a pirate. That also
was the opinion of his crew, who displaced
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him in favour of Tayloy, & tevocions miscreant
who tortured prisoners to extraet information,
This villsin—one =f the worst of an evil
txibo— had originally served in the Royal
Navy, and ended his carcor by commanding
« Spanish war-ship cngaged in harassing the
English logwood - culters m  the Day of
Honduras

(Goorge Lowther (p. 88) wos another of the
rascals that kept werchanl captains awake
during their watch. He sailed from  the
Thaos as scoond mate of the Gembea Crstle,
an armed vessel bolonging to the Royal Adiiean
Company, On board was Major Mussey and
a lroop of soldiors intended 1o re-garrison
TFort Jumes, recently sacked and dismantled
by Captain Davis,  Quarrelling with fho mer-
chants over the provisioning of hiy men,
Mossey joined Lowther, who also had taken
umbrage at his connuander, and seizing the
ship, stoxted oul on & courso of pirasy. Thoe
pattnership was, howover, not of long duralion.
Lowther was a thiof, and not too bold a me
cither. His aim was to phuwder morehantinen
with os little risk nad as grent a profit as
possible, and then to make for Madagascar or
other safo spot in which to enjoy it Massey
had become a robber more by force of cireurn-
stonces than by inelination, At hoart, he re-
mained a soldicr, and, after the first flush of
Inwlessness was over, seemnerl anxious Lo appenr
in his military character, and, by rodeeming
the past, save his nock on returning to Eng-
land. He accordingly proposed to land with
fifty or sixty men, and raid the French sottle-
ments about Senogal. Tho vote of tho
msgjority was, howaver, agninst what they re-
garded as rashness without any compensation
in the shape of gain, The minority, never-
theless, remnined unconvinced, and were on
the eve of trying conclusions with tho
other side when a sail was reported. A few
hands and & supply of necessaries wns the
most that was got out of her, and Lowther
proposed {o seuttle the ship with her pas-
sengers; to this the more huwmene Massey
objected, which course of action broadened the
gulf between the two factions on board. The
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next day, » simall sloop being taken, thoe
uulitary captain announced his intention to
part conpany with the pirates, and, his men
tollowing kim, he sailed for Jumatea, nid thero
telling o plausible tale, made his peace with
the governor, and was despatehed in search of
his Inte nssocinle  Not finding him, he re-
turned to England aud agoin told his talo lo
the African Compuny  But these men of busi-
ness, less easily convineed than the govemaor,
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returned him for answor “ that he should he
fairly hanged”, the which he duly was, upon
the cvidence of his own letlers and the
witnessos of his proceedngs on the Gambia
River Lowther, finding the Aflvican eoast too
hot for him, forthwith confined his operations
to the West Indies, where, having been foread
to take rofugo in the woods by the crew
of a ship that proved too strong for him,
bo shot himself in despair of any death mowo

# Tha portialts of Pimntes in this chapter have been
repraduced, on & smndler seale, from the plates in Captain

Chamles Johnson's v General History of the Lives and
Adventwes . , . of the most famous Pyrates * (1731)
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honourable than the gibbet or more agreesble
than starvation.

Bartholomow Roberts (). 87) was an honest
snilor until Davis took his ship on the Guinea
Coasl, whon he was indueedd {o adopt the
caroer in which ho gnined »o evil an eminenee
that, on the death of the captain, he was
clected, by tho erew, commandor in his place.
This dignity ho accopted with the remwls,
that, “sinee he had dipped his hands in muddy
water, and 1ust be a pimte, it was Dettor
being n commander than o Jrivate man.” And,
forthwith, to justify the choice ofhis associates,
the new cuptain landod thirty men, who, under
cover of a cannenade from the ship, drove the
Portuguese who had killed Davis out of theix
fort. The robbers then tuwnbled the guns into
the sea, fired tho place, and, after battering
down a fow houses and taking all they could
lay bands on* sailed again for the Guinen
Coast and ‘took prizes galore, the crews of
several of them—as was rot uncommonly the
case—joining their captors, and preying on
others in theirtiun. After o cruiso in the West
Indies and along the American coast, Roberts
roturned to Gumen, and, single-handed, over-
powered two well-armed Fremeh ships, with
which ho sailed for Sicrra Leone, where tho
robbers remunined numolested for seven weeks,
“cnjoying themselves in all the splendour and
luxury of o piratienl life,” batering their
plunder to tho honest traders ashore. The
supply of eanary, or the wherewithal to provide
il, growing short, the pirates put to sca again
and soon enptured several vessols, On board
one of these was o clergyman whom they
tried to persuade 1o join them as chaplain,
sssuring him that he “should want for nothing,
and his only work would be to make punch
and pray”  But the parson declining thiy
tempting plurality, they let him go with all his
proporty, and, to “ bauish care and sober re-
flection,” they retived, for a time, into a con-
veniont harbonr at Old Culabay, whore thoy

* A Portngnese ssconnt affivms that lie never landad,
contenting himself with bombaxding the town from a
raft, the water being too shsllow for the ship to get near
enomgh, though in the end domng littls damage,
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“cloaned, refitted, divided their booty, and for
o considerable thue enroused,” a period of
festivity and wivth, “aceording to their usunl
custuny, prolonged wntil the want of means
tocalled thew to reason and existence”  Bul
this was the last cruwse of Uartholomew
Roberts, of Pewnbrokeshire. For ywm not
having conduewd to sober reflection, he per-
mitted himself to be decoyed into a fght
by the Swellvw man-of-war, Captwin, Sir
Chaloner Ogle, and dicd fighting, clothed in
his best, his pistols slung over his shonlders,
and & gold chain about his neek, just as his
erew cried for quarter.  Being duly tried,
“arcording to the differcnt Acts of Darlia-
nient,” his men were promptly hanged at Cape
Const Castle.

Avery (p. 92) wag another of the pivates
whose evil reputation has descended to us.
The mate of an English vessel corumissioned
by the Spanish Uovernment to provent the
French trading with South Amerien from
Martinique, he persuaded the erew to seizo the
ship and do business on their own account.
It was, however, not on the West Lut on the
Lost Const of Afvica that Avery, from his
stronghold in Madagascar, carried on his
piracies, and huy placo in the Newgnto Pan-
theon is mainly due to the fact thal early in
his enreer he captured a ship of the Great
Mogul, engnged in couveying one of his
Aaughters and her vetinue to Djeddah, for the
Meeen pilgrimage. Some very undiplomatic
correspondence which the ineident precipitated
botween tho them powerful Mobrmiedan
Ewmperor of Hindostan and the comparatively
fecble East India Company obtained for this
pirato captain o greater celchrity than his
personal abilitics deserved, and an absuxdly
cxaggorated report of his wealth, But out
of this, mainly diamonds and other jewels,
ho was cheated by some worthy Bristol mer-
chants, fitting agents for the robber who had
swindled his comrades out of their shave of
the plunder which thoy had stolen from the
dusky mariners, Then ot Bideford, skulking
under g falso name, wretchedly poor, in vain
trying to extraet from the knaves who had himn
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in thetr power a fow of the guincas for which
he had risked his life, the pitate died  Some
of his innnediate companions lay hidden m
Ireland until they obtained King Willinm's
pardon,and were thus enabled to begin afresh as
honest nen, or, more likely, to start on another
Dout of piracy when a likely chief made his
appearance  Tha rest of Avery’s compunions—
thoso to whoin ho had given the slip with
the Mogul’s dimmond=—made their way (v
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Madagascar, where they found plenty of their
own Bort.

For many years, ever since tho brothers
Tew, instead of sailing for the Gambia under
The a commission from the Governor of
Modagesear the Bermudas with the object of
T seizing the French faotory, had

turned pirates and hed settlod
vith their plunder on the Madagascar const,
this island bhad Dbeen & favouwrite haunt
of the baser order of sea-robbers. At the
time referred to, the island was in quite a
savage condition, and on the Sakkalave coast,

&3

where the Iova authoiity was fecble, the
country was divided up among numerous
tival cluels, cach anxious for the assistauce
that the new-comers could render him,  The
pitates and their hie-ams, wntil then un-
kuown, were therefore welcome allios, nnd
soon became so dreaded that their appes-
ance in the ranks of the encmy was enough
{o put the oppesing mmy to flight It i,
pohaps, umnecessmy to add that the re-
ward they eaactod for their services was
cnottous,  Hach pinte beeane o little priuce,
with o retmue of slaves tnltivatig the soil
for him, and a hatem, the extent of which
was limited solely by the eonveences which
the waorious white pugan had for pros isioning
it. By-und-by, theso petty kings toll to warving
ninong thetnselves, aud in the el war that
ensued their number was considerably ve-
tluced.  Although these, with few exceptions,
were men of tho lowest origin, they speedily
developed a fine aptitwle for tyranny, 1eveng-
ing on the Sekkalsve blacks yenis of rongh
usage in the fo'e’s’le  Their power over their
dopondents was oaereised in the most wanton
manner, the punishment for the least offence
being a shot through the head. A conspiracy
was then formed 1o destroy them root and
branch, and would have been suceessful had
not a uative woman, who was partinl to tho
pieates, run twenty miles in three hours to
warn her friends of their danger, so that when
the conspiralors arrived the phates were roady
to receivo them. This narrow escape made
them more cauntions. No longer relying on
terrorisin, they resolved on the policy of divire
et ympere, though possibly they know it by
another name.  Fomenting jealousics among
the nstive tribes without thomselves taking
paurt in the fouds, thoy sheltercd the van-
quished, and thus increased their strengih
until no one dered oppose them in open war-
{are, though, in order more effactnally to guerd
against surpriso, either from the exasporated
Malagnsies or from cach other, they vied as
to who should possess tho sirongest retreat
in the most retired spot in the middle of
hig petty principality.
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[iving in this yuanner, dreading and dreaded
hy all, they were found by the funous Captain
Woods Rogors, the privateer (whose mate wig
in aftor yeurs Alexander Selkirk), when he
camne to Madagaseny in seayeh of slaves.  [lo
tonched npow a pact of the coast where no
ship had heen for sevim o eight years hefore,
and here he met with pirates who hud been
on the island for a quarter of n century.
There were only eleven of the wriginal stock
loft, but they were represented by a numerous
oftkpring of children and grandehildren. At
firat they wero struck with terror nb the sight
of Rogers's vessel, dreading that it was o war-
ship sent to seize thom. Reassured, however,
by o short conversation with some of the
crow—in whom they doubtless recognised
kindred spirvits—the old pirates eropt out of
their sceret abodes, and by-and-by ventured
on bomd attended like princes, albeit, buving
been so Jong without access to the stores from
which they had lbeen in the habit of supply-
ing their wants, theiy majestios were, so far as
garmenis were coneerned, extremely ont at
dbows, They were not cxactly ragged, for
they woro the skins of wild heasts in their
notursl condition, without stockings or shoes
on their feet, “so that thoy resembled the
picture of Hereules in the Lon’s skin; and
lLuing overgrown with beards and hair upon
their bodies, they appesred the most savage
figuees that the human imagination cowld well
conceive ” (p. 89). Tho slaves that thoy dis-
posed of to the privateer soon provided more
suitable elothing, and the necessarios of which
they were sadly in need. Meanwhile they
beenme very familior, though they do not
seem to havo had iutelligence enough to feel
any interest in what had been going on in thoe
world since they deserted it, in this respeet
resembling the *squawmen,” < heach-combers,”
and other modem adopters of o savage life,
If they had originally eared nich for the
ways of civilised men, they woulkl not have
80 Jong abandoued them.

But the old passion for other men’s goods
soon began to revive within thew, They
examined, with suspicions interest, every part
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of the vessel, moking friends with the wen
and inviting them on shore with & unanimity
which convinced the enptain that, hud it not
been for the strong gnued he kept, these
seonnidiels would have ewrvied out their in-
tention of scizing the vessel.  They lhed,
indeed, slready attempted tocortupt, the saflors,
and, as the privatecr’s men were largely ro-
crnited tromn the samie class as the pirates,
might havo been suceessful—for they had
several boats—had not the wary commander
prohibited the erew, except the agent employed
to purchase the slaves, from having any inter-
cowrse with thein, Woods Rogers tells us
that one of these Mudagasear kinglets hud
been a Thames watormian, who, having com-
mitted & wmurder, fled to the Wost Indies,
where he twmed pirate. The rost of them
had Leen before the mast, and uot one of then
was ablo to vead or write.

A few yeors later—namely, in 1721—we
havo anmother glimpso of the Madagascar
pirates. This time it is not by a slaver—and
in those days there was not much to choose
botween the resetier of stolen mon and the
footpad of the high seas—but by a naval
officer who, in the discharge of his professional
dutios, had to come in contact with theso
vutians. At that poriod, Charnock Toint, on
St Mary's Island, showed shat it had been
much frequented by “pyrates” for meny years
previous to the visit in question. The remains
of Captain Avery’s fortitications were to be
soen, us well as part of the cargoes of several
merchant ships that had been destroyed by
the frechooters and left to rot on the heach,
the natives not apprecisting the srticles of
which they had been composed. There were
in that year many Erropeans settled about
Mudagascar, all of them moro or less con-
nectad with piracy. Congdon, Claydon, Taylor
(p. 81), and White wero men of note among
these *oschatol andron,” and Robert Drury,
whase narrative was probably edited by Defoe,
was, in gpite of his efforts to conceal tho fact,
no doubt during his pretended fiftcen years'
caplivity on this island mixed up with them,
i not actually & member of the fraternity;
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for we know that he sailed with White, who
was in after years e of the most netorious
of the Madugascur gang. But in 1721 John
Tlontain was the chief of the kinglets alveady
doseribed  This mdividinal wus o native of
Choeolate Lole, in Jamunics, though of English
Parentngr, und Lefore settling down in Ranter
Bay hud heen an associate of Roberts, England,
ond other well-known corsairs. At Ranter
Bay he was snerounded by o erowd of nutivo
serfs and English and mulatto hangers-on,
who helped himn in lis enterprises, shared in
his phinder, and eomposed in his praise songs
of which the roltain was *Plantain, King of
Runter Bay” At one time he owned a thou-
sand slaves, and, aftet o series of civil wars
with native chiefs and white * princes ” over a
certain Elesnora Brown, the mulatto danghter
of a slaver, who, in addition to being very
protty, was valued hy her husband for her
piety, ho moeditatod the conquest of the
entivo island, At that date many of the
natives spoko a littlo English, so frequent had
their intereoursc Lwen with pirates, and, as
might buve been expected from the kind of
oxample set thom, were about as vile a set
of ragenls ns the African islands had to ex-
hibit. However, Plantain reems to have gra-
duelly tired of leing » Sekkalava kinglet,
for we find hin, soon afterwards, leaving Mada-
gnacar to join Angria, tho Indian pirate prince
against whom the Enst Indin Company had
la despatel so many expeditions. To this day
there arc mumerous traces of the old {ree-
booters who had their retreat in Madagascar.
But they seem to have gradunlly died out.
Either they were murdered by the natives, or
murdered cach other, which tuight, in the
citcuinstances, be called & natural death:; or
they loft on another eruise and ended their
career on the Dry Tortugas, or in the Exeeu-
tion Dock, or at Gallows Point, not far from
Kingston, in Jamaicn, where the remnants of
tho gibbets an which they hung in chains can
still be seen; or they nocepted one of those
“ Acts of (hrace " which did more to encourage
pitney than anything in the wold except
greed, cruol eaptains, and a love of loziness.

OF AFRICA.

For at the period when the story of African
exploration began in carnest the Madagascar
men play little or no purt in the tale of itssens,

The andagcity of somo of these gentry was
cnormots  They would not hesitate to attack
u fort if it wi weakly garrisoned, or, as we have
seew, o war-ship if it carried not too heavy an
srmament.  In 1693 they captured, in sight
of tho const, two Danish men-cf-war thet had
wenkoned their erew in order to garrison Chris-
tinnsborg (p. 62). Now and then, however,
they were nioted out a treatnent not mnch
botter than that with which they sexved others,
Thns, wo zead how some Trench pirates,
heing stranded on (he island of San Thomg,
ngreed with the captain of an English ship,
“in consideration of a part of their proy,” to
carry them and their booty of gold, slaves,
and ivory to the French islands. Bui the
skipper played them false; for, after getbing
the plunder on board, he hauled wp his
anchor and pnid the pirates for the cargo with
what is known in sen-faring parlance ag the
“flying jib"

TrE Wats or PrraTes,

These were the pirates of fact, and though
it is no business of ours to study tho Awmeriean
pirates, those of that continent were not a
whit better, their ways and life betng identieal.
Those of fiction are not quite according to the
live mnodel of which seme specimens havo been
skelehed.  Indeed, the attraction which these
frecbooters havo invariably possessed for the
writers of story-books s ditficult . - gt
to understand. ~ A housebreakor is aof fagt and
seldom a romantic personage, but a © S0HO™
gea-robber scoms, in the eyes of the boys’ novel-
ist, to possess every attribute of the picturesque.
It must be admitted that the picturesqueness
ig a recent nddition to his character, for tho
corlier writers knew too snuch of the real cor-
snir to palm off upon their readers anything so
nhsnrd ps their suceossors have pictured with
such accoptonce. There has, in {ruth, grown
up to be o pirate of fiction and a pirate of fact,
though by the long conventionalism which
the latter las enjoyed in print and on the
stage he has been receivod ns the vevitable
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corsar whom steam and tho telegraph, rather
than impreved morals or the diead of the
gud-arm, drovo from the high seas. Kvory
Loy knows and too wany admire him He
is always dark, often good-looking, and has,
in mne coses out of ten, a redundaney of
glossy cwils A brace of pistols, a cutlass, and
a belt with a big buckle are indispenssble.
His language is spiced with naritime exple-
iives, and 15 stuictly grammatical, which is
explained by the fact of the pirate cnptain
baving been o man of high degree, driven
to evil cowrses by opprossion, & lawyer, or a
eross in love. A Indy, always young, very
boautiful, and gonerally dark, is usually scen
peeping outl of his eabin ports, and the robher,
thongh ho never fails to order his male
captives to walk tho plank, is chivalrous to
on cbarrassiug degroe when femnale passengers
fall into his hands.  And, above all, the pitate
is invariably vieh beyond the dreamns of
avarice. His craft is Dballastod with dollars
and piccos of oight, goldon enndlesticks and
silver chalices wrenched from Teruvion
churches, pearl necklaces torn from the necks
of Spanish donnos, cmerald rings stripped
from the brown fingers of Indian kings,
dinmnonds nover seen out of the valley where
Sindbad found them, and bars of the precious
metals numerons enough to pave such a toad
a8 that over which La Palata rode his golden-
shoed horse into the capital of Peru,

But instead of turning this loot into current
coin at the enrliest dato, nnd either retiving
from businoss lest a worse fato overtake him
in Execution Dock or at Gallows Point,* or at
lenst spending it in riotous living, the pirate
of fiction. is afflicted with a craving for bury-
ing it on some desert island, and has a trick
of dying without digging it up again. Finally,
the secret is revealod on his death-bed by the
sole survivor of tho corsair crow, though even
he never manages to explain why he has all

* As lnte a8 the bepinnmg of this contury, Michasel
Heott desorsbes in “Tom Chingle's Log,” still the most
graphio sccount of Jamalea 1m existence, twenty-five
COubsn pirstes strung up one moining—the * John Crow”

:hummda hovermg mound for the feast that awaried
om.

theso years been shipping at “three pound ten
and Lis victuals,” and tmally taking sheltor m
the worklhouse, with the wealth of Potos [or
the taking away.

This is the pivate of Mr, Stevensom, of
Mr. Besant, of Mr Knight, and of othor in-
genious gentlemen, not omitting Sir Walter
Scott and Lord Byron, who have evolved hnn

CAPTAIR BARTHOLOMLW ROBIRTE.

from the depths of their inner conscionsnoss,
But this romantic creation of the stage, who
risks his neck never to got any good ont of
the venture, is not ai all like tho sen-robbers
of Captain Willinm Spelgrave, who, in the
month of Aprl, 1719, trading Ior megrecs to
“{he River Sieraleon,” in the Bird Galley,was
“taken” by them, hard by that pesiilential
strearn + Nor do we read anything correspond-
ing to the novelist’s pieture of the pirates in
the volume of Clement Downing,} lioutenant

+ % An Scoount of Graines and the Slave Trade . . .
A Relation of the Anthor being taken by Pister, nnd the
msny dangers he underwent” (1734), pp. 193-288,

1 % A Compendious History of the Indian Wazs ; with

an Acoount of the Tee, progiesy, strength, and forces ox
Angrin, the Phiate, ete” (1737)
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of the Revenge grab, who sailed agninst
Angria and Jolm Pluntain, who, as we have
seen, after plundering for cight years on his
own account, left the Madngnsear scttlement
to beeome chiel adnnral of the Indian corsair,
In wvain do we scarh Captain Jolmson's
History¥® of these seamps for the prototype
of the rover of fielion ; and Defoe, wha had
seen seores of them dangling in chains, and
listened to the narratives of hosts of seafaring
men whoe knew more about these folk than
they cared to proclaimm at St. Paul's Cross, was
too realistic ever to make Cnptain Singloton,
or Captain Avory (whose history he wrote),
or the seoundrels with whom Captain Goorge
Roberts had so uncommonly bad & time
off the Azores, the romantic personages of
the modem story-books, Finally, the real
pirate, in all his brutality, treachery, and
greed, may be scen in that cwrions bookt
written by Aaron Smith, “ who was himself
afterwaxds tried at the Old Bailey as a pixate,
and acquitted,” though, it must be admitted,
the very peculine proceedings of Anron while
avowedly mate of a West Indian pirate
searccly warranted tho jury in taking so
lenient a view of his case. And if anyone
cares to study the ways of the vulgar, un-
romanlic sea-robber, he will find ample ma-
terials in the “Newgeto Calendar,” in the trinl
of Benito Solo, one of the old-fashioned sort,
vho was duly hanged at Gibraltar, on the
25th of January, 1830, as the reward of his
deeds in the brig Bl Defensor de Pedro} and
in o host of printed documents and manu-
seript journals that have passed through the
hands of the writer of these pages

The student of socia] history with & clinging

belief in the trade not heing with-

decademce Ot some redeeming features is
LPIRT.  fyin to confess that piracy is one
of the callings which, like prize-fighting and

* « History of the Lives and Advenbures. . . . with
on uooount of the Voyages and Plunders, of the most
famous Pyrates” {L784.)

t “The Atrocitiea of the Pirntes, etc.” (1824)

T ®A Narretive of the Atrooities committed by the

Crew of the Piratioal Brig £ Lefensar da Pedve, ete”
(1830.) '

OF AFRICA.

Jrofessional patriotism, has suffered so gradual
a deterioration that when it died of inanition
and the hangman seareely a decent blackgnard
died with it.  Yet, it was not always so.  The
Phocweans of Greoee and. tho Vikings of Scan-
dinavia wore diiven to the sea owing to the
gterdlity of the land, and the Cilicians, agninst
whetn Pompey sailod with a wighty lleet and
army, were, in common with the Ktruseans
and Carthaginians (who reccived peace from
the Romans on the condition that they did not
sadl, cither for the purpose of pence or piracy,
beyond Capo Farv), rovors of a character not
to be compared with tho scoundrols who kept
the exeentioner so busy in the soventeenth
and eighteenth centurios,

The medieval pirate represented by Hugh
Dogpenser and the corsairs against whoso
depredations in the Bnllic the Hanseatic
League was fornied were decidedly on a lower
level than thoir predecessors. Yot, even some of
ihe rovers who infosted the Europoan seas at
the close of the sixteonth and the beginning
of tho seventeenth century were, in their way,
notable folk. Some of them had even a dash
of patriotism. They bad been privateersmen
and seamen of thoe Quesn’s Navy, who found,
ofter the stormy days of Elizabeth were over,
nothing to do in their line of life. For years
tbey had beon omployed in enriching them-
selves by robbing the Spaniards along the
Spanish main, and it was sometimes difficult to
say whether Druke, and Hawkins, and Raleigh,
and the worthies whosc nmnes are bracketed
with theirs, were not more pirates than
patriots.  Indeed, for a long thne aflerwards
the mastetless men who plied their trade under
the name of buccanesrs—among the most
notable of whom was Sir Henry Morgan, Vice-
(tovernor of Jomaicn (p. 95)—made s pre-
tence of waging private war only on the
enemies of their ecountry, though, even at the
best of times, they were not over-particular as
to the flag which their intended victim flew,

Still, the worst of them had their picturesque
points. Even when driven from the British
seas and compelled to settlo on the Barbary
coast, where they were men of consequence
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until the Moors had learned the puates’
bustmess fromn them, several displayed thaiffi-
ness, and cven a tawdry ambition  Ward, o
«poor English sarlor,” refited from Linsiness, and
when Wilham lathgow, the Scottish traveller,
visited Tunis in the early yoars of James the
First's reign, he lound hnn a General, who,

Cellis were so nulottunate as to e hanged
by Queen Ehzaboth of blessed memory, the
lustorian must not torget that the * gallant
morchant ship ” which biought the fust nows
ot the Spamish Armada to Plymonth was, in
reality, o puato, commanded by a good follow
named Flemming on whose head & priee had

DISCOVERY OT' TIIE MADAGASCAR PIRATD OQLOKY BY CAPTAIN W0ODY ROGIRS

“in despite of his denied accoptance in
England, had turned Turk, and built thero a
fair palace, beantitied with rich marble and
alabaster stones” With him were living
fifteen English renegadoes, “ whose lives and
countenances were both alike, even as des-
perate ae disdainful” However, the old
Bashaw was what Lithgow calls “placable,”
and not only gave his countryman a safe
conduet to Algicrs, but, at vexious times, in-
vited him {0 dme Easton, another English
pirate of Elizabethan days, savod enough
of his ill-gotten gains to buy a Marquisate
in Savoy, and though Clinton, Pursser, and

long heen set In short, as Sealiger puts it,
in & strain of doubtful complimons, “ Nulli
melius piraticam exercent qrinm Angli” And,
1o doubt, if so evil a trade could e exercised
in & goodly fashion, the English, at the worst
period of its history—namoly, towards the
close of last century—exercised it in s less
sordid manner than the mulattoes, Brazilians,
rnd the seum of the West Indies and the
Spanish main to whom it was latterly aban-
doned, just as the Chinese and Malays, who
sme now the sole followers of this ancient
craft, arve, i possible, even viler than thoe
mongrel rapscallions in question.
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At the time we make their aequaintance,
about » econtury or so ago, the typical
“rover of the sea” wppears as a more or
loss umunitignted ruffion, ignoramt, murderous,
goldom relievod Ly a spuk of generosity,
without forvsight, or any thonglt except for
his inmuedinte enjoyment. It is raro that one
comes upon a pirate eaptain of doeent origin,
Most of tho fraternity secm to have buen
mutitieers whe distinguished themsclves hy
stenhrg ships from their owners, or natives of
West Indiant islands und other haunts of piratos
who had never Leon enguged in any other
trade. 1t iy cortain that none of then ever
came honestly by the vessel with which they
st begun business, and, so far from theso
thiaves displaying that honour which, accord-
ing to the proverb, exists among men of the
same kidney, from Morgan who swindled his
comrades out of the plunder of Porto Bello,
and Avery who gave his associates the slip
(p. 82), down to the meanest robber who
ever stole the cargo of o conster, the captuin
was always suspected, and in muost cases was
guilty, of trying to chent his erew of their just
share of what they had helped to win,

In a volupe on tho subject, Mr. Howard
Pyle mixes up buccanecrs, privateers, and
pirates as all bolonging to one class.  This is
arroneons, No doubt the buecancors latterly
fell from the moderate armnount of virtue with
which they began, but at tist they were
sirply traders in eattle, and to the end
affected to prey upon the Spaniards alone.
In like manuer, the privaleers were private
war-ships benring the King's conmission, and
though at prosent not recognised, will, wemay
be sure, in ense of another grent naval war
breaking out, be again in demend: But when
peace came, many privateersmen turned
pirates—the change, except that it caried
with it the risk of the yard-srm, being searveely
noticenblo—jnst as Captuin John Smnith, of
Virginia, telly us, many masterless men, with
nothing to o, or out of revenge ot the way
thay had Leen treated, took to the high sees,
soon after the peace with Spain, in James the
First's reign, had inundated the country with

0F AFRICA

idlo sailors.  Captain Kidd, mdoed, was the
commander of n privaterr who, finding little
lawful prey, attacked any craft which eame in
his way in order to hnd means to satisfy the
rapacity of his owners, And, as the master was,
5o were the erew, only, if possible, a little worse,
How far the idvalisation of a pirate chief can
ho carried may be seen by comparing Scott’s
glorilieation of John Smith Gow (who, with
sovew of his fellows, was hanged at Execution
Dock fu 1725) with the true tule of his fiendish
dopredations in the Orkney Islands.

Here and there we comne upon one not quite
80 bad as the others, and mere brute courage
was o trait which, on the prineiple of natural
selection aud the survival of tho fittest, was
nover lacking in any of thom. Raoberts, whon
guartermaster of Ilavis, more than onco saved
captired evews and passengers (rom barbarity,
and, a ruthless ruffinn in other vespocts,
throughout his eareor never compelled any-
one Lo join him, He took to piracy from
choice, not from want of omployment, but
“from o roving, wild, and boisterous turn of
mind” Tt was his usual declaration that “in
an honest service, there was commonly low
wages and hard labous: in this, plenty, satiaty,
plensre and case, liborty and power; and
who wouldl not balance ereditor on this side
when all tho hazard that is run (o it ot worst
is only a sour look or two at chocking?”  And
his courage was evincod by the crows of two-
and-twonty vessels seultling before him when
he swaggered into the Newfoundland har-
bour of Trepassi, with the “Jolly Roger” at
his mast-head, drums beating, and trumpets
sounding, and soon afterwards desiroyed ton
French ships on the Banks, except one of
twenty-six guns, which he seized and carried
off A scoro of oven more courageous acts
might be recorded ; several have beon already
mentioned. Bug if their bull-dog pluck was
unquestionable, their ferocity was equally in-
dubitable. Lolonais is said to have split the
breast of » Spanish prisoner, plucked the
heart out, and gnawed it. Tow lopped off
the ears of an English morchent skipper and
mode him eat them with salt and pepper, or,
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as othors suy, broiled his lips before him, and
Teach (p. 89), the “Black Beard” of a hundred
legends, whose chief mmnbition was to be
thought in leugue with the Devil, was an
unmitigated savage, who did Ius Dest to cam
the reputution after which he hankered, Even
Dovis, though not quite so unredeemed u
ruffian—he is praised for his generosity by
those who might have experienced his malig-
nity—was wont to declare, when asked where
his money wus, that only he and the Devil
know, and that the longest liver was Lo have it.
Yet though Hades, and their likelihood of soou
reaching it, was & constant theme of eonversa-
tion with these nbandoned misereants, in a
way thoy were permeated by religions stpee-
atition. They were anxious Lo have a chaplain
“to pray and make tho punch” on bonnd
Roberts's erafl, and when there wag au olection
of & new captain, after Davis's death, it wos
earnestly stipnlated that (ho chosen personage
“should not be a papist.”

As an illustration of the squalid life of o
West African pirate, it may be useful to give
the experienco of Captain Snel-
grave of the Bird gallay, an honest
gentleman in the Guinen trads,
Snelgrate. who, after being chased by o Salloe
rover off the Cannry Islands, was so very un-
fortunate whon running into the Sierra Leone
River* ag to full into the hands of threo
pirates, who, having taken ten English ships
befors his amival, made up their com-
plement to four by scizing the Bird gallsy
also. These pivates were Davis, Cochelyn,
and Le Boiss, sea-robbers with whom we have
alreacly met. The pirate in whose clutches
Captain Snelgrave was more espocially held was
Cochelyn, a very ignorant and brutish villain,
who had been clected for theso very qualities,
his ship’s company having rcsolved never to
have again “a gentleman-like comwander”
like Moody, n colebrated pirate of that day,
whom his crew had cast adrift with twelve

The
experlence
of Captain
William

* The Rokel, Rokelle, Tagrin, or Mitombn River; the
Bohnng Dakell, or Strenm of Soales, of the Timui tribs,
possibly f$he *flumen Bombotum orocodilis et hippo-
potamis refertum ” of Pliny.

01

others in an open boat which was nover after-
wards heard of, but as Mooly was in the
habit of cheating his men, the morlity of the
Pirute world rose a trifle by his disapponrance.

Mr. Snelgravo having, as in duty bound,
defended his vessel from the night attack in
which sho was taken, mainly by his erew,
under the influence of a mate who turned
traitor, calling for quarter lofore they had
struck o decisive blow, was worse usedd than
wos wont.  Oue rufien shob sl him, and
snother tried to cJeavo his sleull with a entlnss,
the fow men who stood by belug served with
abont cqual atrocity.  Everything ho had
about lim was Laken by the pirates, and as the
vossel wis uden with liquor all of them wore
soon viotously drumk. Anything like order
way impossible, and the caplein and quartor-
master, who on board a pivate ship had alinest
control of the mesiey, never tried to keep
digeipline among the cut-throats on board,
1ost of whom woro either foreed men or the
crows of captured ships who had wilingly
thrown in thoir lot with their captors. Toor
Snelgrave, as a Joyal subject of King George,
was, however, loss grieved at socing his
owner’s cargo pillaged, and his own chest and
Private venture made free with, than at hear-
ing the Pretender toasted by the name of
King James the Third, For this proved them
“doubly on the side of tho gallows, both as
traitors and pivates.” Seafaring mon, worthy
Mastor Snelgrave admits, nre consumedly
given to profane language; Lut such a pan-
demonium of oaths and blasphomny as went
on all night, while he in vain attempted to
sleep in his hanmnock, had not hithate come
within his expericnce. Wanton waste and
destruction were Lhe order of the day. Bales
of valuablo goods and all the books were
tossed overboard, the bales because they had
no use for the woollens they contained,
and the books in crse they “mighi breed
mischief enough to provent some of their
comrades from ” proceeding on the conrso
thoy had enterod upon; and though the pil-
loged seamen who had remained faithful to
tho captain begged for them, several casks of
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“Trish beet” met the same fate, the pirates
preferring the English « junk” Webs of finc
Tinen were spresd on the dirty docks for the
drunken crew to lie on, and then, when they
were slogping ol the fines of the liguor.
which they drauk out of the lottles, by simply
“nicking ™ the neck wirh entlasses, their emu-
radles, masguerading in embroideved conts and
periwigs, would, ns o bit of playfulness, throw
huckets of claret over them.

CAPTAIN AVERY,

Now and then Captain Sunelgrave wet with
exceptional eivility from some of his captors
who had known him of old, and aseertained
that his men spoke well of him. As o rule,
however, he was in daily danger of his life
from the brutes, who weve ravely sober, and,
worst of all, ten of his own men and his mate
“ entorod with the pirates,” tho mate, it appears,
having had all along hankerings after this life,
Ashore were sovernl merchants, who seent,
oithor out of fear or for the sake of profii, to
have been on the friendliest terms with the
piratos, receiving prescnts from them, and
acting as resetters of the stolen goods,

though at times befriending as best they conld
the unfortunate mariners. The profusion of
the thieves with their plunder made them
vourted everywhere, men and womnen, hlack
and white, giving them an equally warm
weleome the mement they landed.  About’
this, period, indeed, the fnet of a party of
stiloys spending woney lavishly in any povt
always lail them open to the suspicion of not
baving come honesily by it, a suspicion usually
strengthened by thefr truculent conduct in
the alebouses in which they cavoused.

The ruttians, who were seldom sober, were
all the time quarrelling with each other over
broaches of “the rules,” aceusing a comrado of
keeping some “stufi™” for himsell, instead of
putting it into the conmion chest to besold ot
the foremast, or of nieditating treachery in some
other fashion. The Devil and the Bottomless
Pit were cternally in their mouths, and the
Probability of their renching the latter goal nt
on early date sl in a sudden fashion the
comunonplaves of their blasphemous conversa-
tion. Onee they set the ship on fire by their
rarclossness, and on another ocession, by
the merest good-Juck, missed blowing up the
Powder magazine, Yot amid their debauchery
there wore some who were anxions to abandon
the lives they woro leading, and the quarier-
master, though he died yelling the most Turid
profanity, displayed before his career closed a
dreadful tervor at the thought of meeting the
ally whose name he had so often invokod.
When re-naming the vessel which they had
stolen, the scoundicls—all of whon wore vob-
bers, and most of thom murderers, hardened
in every form of crime—ere careful to offor
up n prayer that “(od would bless the
Windhnm golley "—in the piratical course
upon which she was entering,

All the ofticers of n pirate ship were olective,
but of the captains cspecially, and their on-
deavours to assme grester POWET g jaws of
than “the mles” gave thom su- the lawless.
thority to excrcise, the men were very jealous.
No vies was strange to them.  Few atrocities
wade them hesitate  But, though thero were
always plonty of Delilabs in the pirate ports,
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THE LAWS OF
the fair lady with the raven locks peating omt
of the stern windows was o hction, tor ono
of the strictest laws of pirates was that, in
order to provent jealousy and the tiouble it
would bring, no woman should on wny con-
dition be permitted on bomd, and, ns the
captein was the creatme ot the crow who

THE LAWLESS 9

the 1ule was the contiary  The puates bore
no ill-will towards the seanen, who belonged
to thoir own clase  The “King's <lups” were,
of cotse, disliked Ly them  Ho wero many
of the merchant captains  Thew excuse for
pirating was, indeed, to take 10venge upon
“cruel merchant captains, with learts as

MAROONED

elocted him, it is cortain that he would
never be permitted to infringo this regula-
tion. Hance such undosirable passengers were
ahweys landed as soon as possible, and, what-
ever tnight have hecn the case in individual
instances, it was onc of the most stringont
articles in their code that injury to any fomale
captive was to be punished by death

Nor is thero a much firmer basis for the
legend of “walking the plank” Chses of
this have occurred, and there are instances
of torture being applietl to captives, and of
vessels being seuttled with all on board ; but

bard as stone, who keclhaul men sand fHog
them and starve them to the bone” And all
capitalists were fair proy to these emrly
socialists, who, it may be noted, were, during
the Revolution, almost to o man adherents of
the Pretender: some, indeed, took the trouble
of carrying his commission, in the hope that
it would be respected by foreign Powers, just
as one Bartholomew Sharp, a “ Brother of
the Coast,” escaped the gallows becanse ho
produced  warnant signed by an Indian
chicf who was styled the *XKing of Darien.”
Accordingly, the worst fate that vsually befell
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the crow of a captured slup was to be robbed
and Ianded on some island, nnless they chose
to join tho captors. And this, we regret to
add, they did very frequently.

If the attacked vessel offered vesistance,
there was often severity (isplayed in revenge.
Thus, wo read of the captain of n French ship
which was “taken” by the smume pirates
that so despitelnlly nsed B Snelgrave, being
hoisted up and down several times to the
main-yard arm, with a rope sbout his nock,
till he was ahnost dend, because he dill not
strike on the fist firing. Agnin, we read
that when an obnoxious captain was captured
by a pirate commnanded by his old boatswain,
the wretched man was first pelted with broken
Lottles, then whipped round the deck, and
finally shot, in repayment for the trentmont
his enemies had received in former days when
thoir positions wero reversed, But by “the
articles” it was death to ill-use a prisoner
“nfter quarter given” On the other hand, if
the men gavo the captain a good character,
he was generally fairly treated, and even, as in
the case of My, Snelgravo, offered part of the
caryoes of eaptured ships, some stolen slaves,
and on old vessel to sot him up in Lnsiness
agoin.  In reality, it was quite common
sinply to pillage a ship of what tho pirates
reqnired, take o fow men they were in need
of, and then let her go. There was, also,
another reason for using their eaptives without
needless Larshness—leaving ont of account
private vengeance in the case of a hard
taskmaster falling into the grip of his
quondsm maie, or boaiswain, or sailors, who
hod deserted his ship through his hard disei-
pline—and this was the hope that, if they
fell upon evil days, the clemency they had
displayed might save their necks, and, In case
no murder had been ecommitted, might go fax
in scomring them the benefit of those Acts of
Clemency which, we shall see, did more to
porpetuate pivacy than any other agency at
work,

All of them had “their rules,” and those
every pirate agresd to by signing the srticles.
Someof these were common to all ships, though

i

we mnny take it each captain had some peculiar
to his own craft  Thus, tho master had a
double vote and & double share of the
Plunder, and if thore was any diffevonce of
opinion as to the courso tho vessel was to
suil, the captain—in cases whore the decision
wis not left to him—settled the matter by
voto, The ofticers had a share and a half, or
& sharo snd a quarter, and the sailors enc share
ench, of all booty. Any attempt to embezzle
was punished by “marconing "—i.e., being st
ashore on some island whero the offender
could do little harm (p. 93); bt desertion
of the ship or arrant cowardico’ in batile was
punisherd by death. Arms had always to be
ready for action, and, if the comjponsation
for disabling wounds differed on different
ships, there was invariably a rogular tariff for
the loss of limbs— Lowther, for example,
paying £150 as compensation for an ann or
& leg pul hors-de-combut. The man who
first sighted a sail received the best pair of
pistols on bonxd, a rveward so highly valued
that they wove sometimes sold for o large
sum of money. In battlo there was no appesl
from the captain; but the gquartermaster
was on officer, a salt-water tribuno, whose
duty was to exercise a kind of conirol over
the eommander in the divect interest of the
men, If such a thing as honour could be
expected among thieves, it existed among the
pirates; for theft from cach other was so
bitterly rosented that slitting of the cars and
nese was a common punishment for this
offence. Howover, as the captain was gener-
ally selected as the most capable man in the
ship, he could not long romain undeposed did
he exhibit any weakness, so that, the quarter-
magter ran & porilovs risk when ho tried
to infringe on his authority.

But the legend about burying their «trea-
sure” is one of the wost unsubstantial of all
the ‘m‘yt.hs cnncerfling.tye pirates Jogetls
of fiction. How it originated we of purlet
have never heen oble to fathom. **¥
Most probably the notion had its beginning
in the fact that, though many pirates had
Leen captured, and all were supposed to have
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wrung vest richos from  their nnfortunate
vietims, it was seldom that they had anything
on board which made the eaptors very wonlthy
in prize-money. The truth is that, though
now and thon—as in the rare cases of Davis,
Kidd, Avery, England, and Tayloy—a haul in
the shape of jewels or moncy was made, the
piratos seldom landed much specie. Nowa-
days, morchants do not suil with lags of
gold; they pay in bills or in goods. And a
hundred or two hundred years ago thoy took
remazkably good enre to limit their coin and
bank-notos to the smallest possible dimensions,
When thoy had plato to earry home they sailed
under convoy, or the meorchants took the
opportunity of a war-ship visiting thoir port to
desputch such treasure in a craft not ab ull
likely to be meddled with by » sea-vobber,
The result was that the pirates rarely gut sy
great amount of portable wvaluables, What
they obtained was nerchandiso—silks, volvets,
lacg, eloth, wine, spices, and other goads ; and
these it i3 cortam they did net bury, any
more than thoy buried what bullion they now
and then waunged to find in the captain’s
strong Dox or in the scamen’s chests. Why
should they? If thoy managed to get into
port, they required the “stuff” to enable
them to indulge in one of those” prolunged
debauches of drinking, gambling, and worse,
which so regularly altcrnated with their
cruises, whilo, if captuved, they were safe
to swing, so that it was usoless biding their
ill-gotten gains. What was more, considering
the kind of crews on board pirates, it would
have been oxtremely unsafe to let any amount
of trensuro lie perdu in Trinidad, or tho
Nalvages, or clsewhero; for the chances were
that, ot the very noxt place the ship put in at,
one or more of the hders wonld deeamp and
make it to their profit to inform another thief
of the placo where the houty lay. Teach,
nceording to information given Clement
Downing, buried several «chests woll clamp'd
with iron plates” at the npper end of
small sandy cove near “Mulberry Island,
in York River, in Maryland” But if so, it
was, wo may he sure, soon disinterred, as
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he was on excellont terms with the Governor
of North Cavolinn.  Caplain Kidd dil deposit
in cortoin places & good deal of the jewels and
plunder he picked up in the Hastern seas,
But these hiding-places were almost always
the houses of {riends and accomplices and the
memorandian which he kept of them having
been found in his desk, the whole was

SIR lIDNRY MORGAN.

recovared, though it did not amount to
more than £14,000. Even then, it must be
romembered, Kidd acted thus at a tiine when
he was so covtain of immunity {from seizure
that he entered Boston harbour. Hence, the
probability is, ho was trying to make away
with some of his plunder to avoid the
oxactions of his socret partnors.

On the contrury, whenever a pirato 1nanaged,
in ordinary ciremmstances, to “inake anything
like & voyage,” the unrnly crew always insisted
on gotting ashoro to spend their shares; and
a pirate had no more trouble in disposing of
his plunder at o price than a burglu hos in
finding a rescttor to buy his “swag” When
Captain Hnelgrave met with un old school-



96

follow among the Guines )irates, he affected
not to know him, < huving formerly hoard it
nad proved fatal to some who hwd been taken
by pirates to own knowledge of them” Bt
in many o port there were plenty of poople
who e wuch profit of ©owning know-
ledge” of thn sen-robboers.  There was a sort
of ropublic of them i “the pleasant Isle of
Avos” anent which Charles Kingsley has a
charming sung, and annther, we have seen, on
oven a greater senle in Madagasear, Dut on
overy coust haunted by them thero wero
plenty of purts open fo all cowmors, and no
questions, asked,  Kidd had good friends on
Gardiner’s Island, noar New York, albeit the
owner of it was by patent perinitted to bear
the titlo of “lord” lesirous of visiting
Boaton, without tvo much carge on board,
he left part of his spare plunder with this
gentleman, and his wife was quite willing to
accept two picces of rare Bengal mustin from
the thriving desperado. At another tine
cloth of gold and a bag of sugar wure amongst
his gifts, and a bundle of quilts, four bales of
goods, and some jowellery the articles left
in charge of “Lord John” The Earl of
Bollumont, at thit time Govemor of New
York and Massnchusetts, wrote home-—aa can
Le road in the State papers in Fetter Lane—
that Lony Island was o “receptacle of pirates,
who aro so cherished by the inhabitants that
not & man of them i laken up.” And no
wonder that they wero liked, for goods conkl
be bought from them for noxt to nothing,
while they paid Lumper prices for overything
they requirec. Yet it does not seem that his
lordship over brought any of the offenders to
justico—a fact which may be explained by the
cireumstance that he was one of the adven-
turers who originally fitted out Kidd, and to
that and, there is good reason for bolieving-—as
a large minority of the House of Peers believed
one hundred and nincty-four years 8g0,—
veceived bribes from him and other pirates
for winking at their melpractices. New
Providence was another pieate. hannt, and
there was o lnvge settlement of them and
their friends at Cape Fenr. Rhode Island
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was wellafteetod towards them,  New York,
gven, was pronounced a regular rendezvous
of theirs, ou the exeellont anthority of Lord
jellunont : and his predocessor, Governor
Flotcher, had gone so far as to fix the im-
mrity to pirate scamen ab £20 o hoad,
thongl: now and then it could be cheapened
a little.  “Red Sea men” spent monecy so
{recly that they debunchod the courts of
justico and public sontiment in South Caro-
ling, and their resetters, well known as such,
snt at the Couneil Boaxd, while * Blackbeard”
actually stored his booty in the Provincial
Secretary’s barn. and  had the Governor
of North Carolina for an accomplice. He
brought his prizes into Dathtown, and by
order of the Governor, who shared in the
plunder, had his eaptured ships condemmnerd
Ly a Court of Vice-Admiralty as lawful prizes
taken from the Spaninrds, though it was woll
known that most of them belonged to English
merchants. This infamons Proconsul had to
subwit to the open insolence of his partner,
and when it ploased “Blackbeard ™ to tako to
himself a fourteenth wife, though he lad
twolve still alive, the obsequious Governor
performod the wariage ceremony.

It was neerlless for such men to bury their
treasures, The truth is that the lavish cx-
penditure of the pirates sapped the morality of
the entive conununity. In London and Bristol
end Liverpool, in New York and Boston and
Now Orlonns, hosts of well-known buccaneers
lived opulently, and in many a quiet English
town there weve well-to-do gentlemen, of sen-
faring antecedents and full-bodied converse-
tion, who were strongly suspected of having
rcceived the slash on their cheek while in
counnand of a eraft not quite so reputable os
a King's ship ov a Lelter of Marque. Fortunos
were made out of buying from and selling to
the pirates. The peoplo of Bourben were on
very friendly torms with the British snd
Duteh forbuns who frequented Madagascar
and sold slaves to the Froneh, and it required
the pressure of the Kast Indin Company to
induco the Freneh colony to drop all inter-
course with the pivates. Dr. Campbell, a
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most, respoctable tenant of the best-rented
part of Grub Strect, bowails, in ono of his
publications, the hanging of Captain Green
and his worthy mate, Mr. Mather; his sym-
pathy, liko that of the Duke of Argyll, being
evilently mors on the side of the criminal
than on that of his victims,

The amnesty granted in (721 to the pirates
who chose to becoma colonists of Bowrbon
did not prevent them [rom attacking ships,
oven in the roadstead of St Denis, The
Vicoroy of Gon had scarcely brought his vessel
to anchor in that havon before a pirate

and Taylor were al Cochin, the fort exchanged
salutes with themn, and the Duteh Governor
and his danghter not only sent and nccepted
gifts, but gave the pivates information of a
useful character regarding likely vessels to bo
et with,

Yet the tradition thal the pirates buriod
their ill-gotton gains, in spito of nono having
ovor beon found, is ineradicable. Thore have
DLeen scores of expeditions in search of these
teeasures, and only lately My, Knight's was one
of the any parties that have ranged the Sal-
vages and Trinidad in the hope of disinterring

e
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TOUMBO, NEAR THE ISLES DE L0S, WITH PIDATE CRAFT IN THL OTFING.

brigantine of fifty guns eaptured her* The
gorsair was immediately invited to dine with
the Governor, seating himself between His
Excallency and the Portugucse Viceroy, then
and thero arranging for the latfer's ransom,
and, in spitc of the pleasant talo told by
Bernardin de St. Pierre of his refusing to
take anything for the release of so agroeable
& gentleniin, aetually carrying off the ship in
default of getting the two thousand dollars
demanded, for which misconduet Capitaine
Olivier Tovassour was hanged ot Bourbon on
the 17th July,1780, having failed to get himself
included in tho Act of Grace.t When England

¥ Johnson attributes the adventme to England and
Twylor, and declares that the vessel wns disabled, This
writer—erroneously, no doubt—also offirms that thore

were four million dollnrs’ worth of diamonds on bosrd
of her.

t Introdunotion to *Robert Drury's Journal,” eto. by
Oaptain Qliver, R.A. (1890), pp. 24, 25.
7

gold, which nover existed, save in tho imagina-
tion of the authors of galley tales. There is
searcely an islet off the Ameriean coast but
has Dboon ransacked for Capiain Kidd's
buried dollars, in spito of the historical fact
that his hiding-places were all cleared out by
official hands more than 190 years ngo. Oak
Island, in Nova Scotia, was searched in 1891,
and another rumnage of the same kind was
made on Wood Island, at the mouth of the Saco
River, in Muine; but the seckers wore scared
away by “spirits,” and have not yet resnmed
their futile labours, This kind of passion takes
possession of certain men like a fevor, Every-
one has his “clue,” and not ono of the clues
has the faintest streak of truth in it. There
is a regular pirate-treasure mythology, which
sppeels to the imagination, regardless of the
veracitios; for the pirate of fiction is an
individual so much more attractive than the
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pirate of fact that it is vain to try and
(lisestablish him in popnlar esteomn,
Alriea is also not without these trensure

OAPTAIN LDWARD LOW.

tales, All the old forts were, we have scen
(p. 59), pulled to pieces in search of slavers’
and pirates’ gold, and the Isles de Los# (p. 97)
are still believed to be the hiding-place of
the gold, ete, deposited, in the loast secure
of banks, by Dartholomew Roberts. These
islands were, however, in the bad old days,
favourite haunts both of pirates and slavers,
for vessels of light draught could lie undor
the shelter of the land, where a war-ship
could not, venture, and even if it did, unless it
gent bonts out in search, would have some
difficulty in detecting the lurking oraft.
These freehooters were bald to the point of
aggression, and in somo instancos they did not
get the worst of the encounter with the nen-
of-war, The Camperdown, & brig of sixteen
guns, destroyed the British sloops Rambler
and Trisl; the Paz, which was under
Amerioan colours, beat off the Princes
* Propetly, '“Dos Idolos” (of the Idels).
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Churluile, and killed several of her crow; and
tho crew of tho Vengunzu resisted the boats
sent to take her until the last extvemity,
when, being boarded, they blew themsolves
up with their assailants, The Sierrn Leono
brig was so constantly roving abont the Isles
e Los and the adjacent rivers that she
Lecamne an olject of the greatest antipalhy
to the slavers and their kindred knaves, and
two vessals—the Dolores and the Lemerario—
wero avowedly fitted out for her destruetion,
but, happily, were captured before those
followers of private warfore could eomipass
their purpose. Even during rocent yoars,
long, low, piratical-looking eraft, decked over
tho stern, and with raking masts carrying large
lug-sails (p. 100), have been observed munning
cargoes of domestic slaves from Sherbro and
other localities, into the vivers which here
discharge into the sea, for sale, it is said, to
the Mohammedan rice-growers on the banks
of the great streams betweon Sierra Loonc and
the Gambia. If boarded by a Government
vessel, the headinan of the boat immediately
declares that the women are his wives and
daughters, and the men his sons or servants ;
and so apathetic ave the slaves, that fre-
quently they not only do not claim their
freadom from the cruisers, but actually cor-
roborate the lics of the desler. Hence, it
is diffieult to stop the traffio, either hore or
on other parts of the const, for it is hard
to prove anything, unless, indeed, the cargo
is manacled. Then the officials are essy
in their minds as to the risks of making an
illegal seizure, for the ocourts of law are
pretty safe to give them a good deliverance,
On Crawford Island a detachment of Buropean
troops—the Royal African Colonial Corps—
was stationed in 1812 and 1813, to stop the
slave trade and piracy combined which went
on in and about the Isles de Los. But the
men sickened and died of old habits, new
rum, and the unhenlthiness of the station,
and here, as clsewhere in Afriea, the oxport
trade in human beings expired of the lack of
customers.+
T Eilis: ““West Afrioan Islands* (1886}, pp. 118, 114.
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African piracy, like the export. African slavo
trade, is a thing of the past. It died, not,
Theendof BS SOmMe optimists have imagined,
piracy. of “improved public morality, as the
mouse dies under the oxhausted receiver of
the air-pump,” but of steam, telegraphs, and
improved postal communication. When theso
camo into action, the pirates ran so slender a
chance of cseape that they found the business
did not pay, and, their haunts boing broken
up, the foul birds who nested thero drifted
into other pursuits. What remained of the old
trado foll into the hands of the mongrels of the
Spanish Main, though to & comparatively lato
date the Lafittes of New Orleans wore more
than suspected of elearing the Gulf of Moxico
of slow-sailing eraft. For  little longor, a fow
geoundrals of the “ Bully Hayes ” type—morc

CAPTATN TEACH, 41748 BLAOKBEARD.

ship-stealers then pirates of the old sort—
kept the Pacific Islands in subjects for con-
versation; but submarino cablos and the
ubiquitous gun-boats were soon too mmch
for them. The general use of steamn also all
but ended the career of the Malay prau-men,

and though we hear every now and then of
a Chinese act of piracy, it is rarely by means
of junks, but by the wmore cownrdly trick of
& nunibor of pirates entering themselves on
board the mail-steamers as passengers, and
then rising and falling upon the rest of the
ship’s company In European seas, piracy is
dead, for the so-called pirates of the Flowery
Land and the Lennie wore simply mutincers,
who, whilst ready enough to rob their own
ship aftor nmrdering the officers, nade no
attempt to extond their operationa.

European piracy, though it oceupios a large
place in the history of the carly relations of
Africn and the whites, did littlo for tho
dovelopment, of thal, confinent. Tt helped, no
doubt, to bring about the rapid employment
of storm as » motive-power, of telegraphs
betweon ihe contres of coinmerce, of better
wnil communication, and of banking facilities.
Tt aided, also, in banding merchants into
lengues like that of the Hansa, and in
manning the navy and the privateers with
sailors skilled in the use of weapons, since
no merchant-ship, unless commanded by a
Quaker, left port without being « well-found
in small-arme and cannon round about.
But in a much more direct manner it
rotarded the progress of trade and civilisation.
It checked the entorprise of merchants, nnd,
by the system of demoralisation which it
wrought among seamen nnd their employers,
made slaver, buceaneer, pirate, and privateer
too frequently little better than convertiblo
terms; for the one was, after all, only the
other writ small. Yot the historinn must not
forget that, if piracy did little for the world,
it tumbled up England a great deal. For the
fizst levy of ship-money, in 1635, was made
for the suppression of “pyrats” and we all
know to what this most commendable of
imposts (imposed in the wrong way) led King
Charles and his subjects.

TaE BARRARY PrRATES.
But long before white men had begun
to harry ships on the high sea, and some timo
after thoy had ceased that calling, there was
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o form of Afriean piracy more persistent,
more blatant, wnd in its effects mors far-reach-

ing than any ever practised off the const of

Guinea, For all
along the coast of
North Africa, but
particularly  from
the towns of Tri-
poli, Tumis (La
Goletta), Algiors, ;
and Sallee-Rabat, i
there were, until
well into this cen-
tury, nests of
pirates  pursuing

MEROEANT.BHIP UNDER COXVOY,

their nefarious business openly under the aus-

- plces of, und, indeed, in most eases with the

belp of, the Powers nnder which they lived.

Perhaps, however, to apply the term pirates
tne teipo, 10 these- people iy unfair. They
Tunie,anddl- ere really privateers, Their ships,
though fitted out solsly to prey

" on commierce, were the flects of the regencies

» ot o
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which sheltered them, and if they were Ly
no means particular as to the flag flown by
their vietits, nominally, at lenst, they attaclked

PIRATR VESSEL.

only the vessels of countries
the - sovereigns of which had
not treaties with their masters,
As o matter of fact, they fol-
lowed too strictly the Koranic
injonetion to “war against in-
fidels,” and interpreted the
tertm enemy s meaning every-
one who was not avowedly a
friend. But the worst feature
of Barbary pimcy was that
the seamen and passengers
captured were one and all
reduced to & hopeless slavery,
unless they turned Moslems
(which many of them did),
or escaped, or were ransomed by their ralatives,
their sovereign, or the religious brather-
hoods who spent their lives eollecting money
for that purpose. It is only right to add that,

- when the Moors were caught, they had much

the same measurs meted out to them by the

Christians; only the Moars were, ag usual, &

century or two behind Eorope, since they

.
1o
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carvied on the practico long after *tho
Christians ” had abandoned it.

These habits of theirs, however, led to
many changes in the political geography of
that portion of Africa north of the Atlas and
west of Egypt—a country which, we have
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the Knights of Malta, but many greater
Powers that at one time or another laid
siege to it. At this hour, however, Furope
proper—Ifor the Turks are not Furopeans,
only partially residents in Europo—has no
port in the government of Tripoli, Barea, and

OAPE SPARTEL AND LIGHTHQUSE, MOROCCO,

seen, was the enrliest part of the continent to
be colonised by Europeans, though eruptions
of the Arahs utterly effaced those settlements
for inore than twelve centuries. Yet it was

owing to the malpractices of the new in--

habitants of Barbary that European colonis-
ation began afresh.  Tripoli is still Turkish,
but its piratical proceedings led to its more
_ than onge changing masters, and to a long
chapter in its history which touches not only

i

]

Cyrenaica. Tunisia, in like manner, again and
again brought upon it the heavy hand of
Europe, and the capital hog more than onee
been occupied by an enemy incensed beyond
the limits of patience by the wrongs done by,
its “pirate” fleets. Its final occupation—
“protection” is the official term—by France
was not directly brought about by piracy, sines
piracy was by 1881 at an end; yet it would
not be difficult to trace the encroachments

“
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that led to the Franks hecoming the virtual
mastors of what was fornerly a regency of
Turkey (though, in reulity, an independent
Powor in everything Lut the nmne) to the
ravagos of ils old corsairy  Fur it sprang out
of the French conguest of Algeria, which
originated in 1839 in the quarrels precipitatorl
Ly the [nithlessness of the Tley and his
piratical suljects, This act led to many
other developments, and is likely o be
the parent of many more, bosides tho ex-
ploitation of this portion of North Africa
and the Sahara, as far as Thnbuetoo, as
we shall have occasion to discuss more
fully when the colonisstion of Afrien is
teaced,

To the piracy of Morocco are due many
hostile relations with Europe—the occupa-
Thepirates tion for long of its littoral, a
of Moroveo. hogt ol invasions, blockades, and
borbardments, and in our own day tho
Spanisl: war of 1850-60, which, though it led
to no territorial changes, was a distinet land-
mark in those tireless efforts of Europe to
obtain o more liberal commnercial footing with
the last and most backward of the independent
Barbnry States. Piracy and Christian slavery
nre now only memories of the Empire of
Mulai el Hassan. He has nowadays no floet,
peaceful or piratical, and though he resents
every offort to amend his ways after ihe
European model, and keops his crumbling
towns in much the same fashion that they
have been these thousand yeors or more, his
all-pervading fear is to cmbroil himself with
the infidel dogs whom, once upon & time, his
fathers captured and enslaved ¥

Though piracy was formally ended by
fronty in 1819, there were still oceasional

# The fullest history of Rarbary piracy will e found
(for Algeria, Tripoli, and Tunisia) in Mr. Lane-Poole's’
“Barbary Coresirs” (1890), Sir Larbert Playfair's
% Seourge of Christendom ™ (1884), Admiral Jurien de ln
Gravidye's “Tey Oomaires Barbavesque™ (1887}, Count
Qe Man bintris's “Les Relations ek Commerce de L'Afrique
Septentrionsle ou Magreb avee les Nations Chrétienues
au Moyen Age " (1884}, and (for Morocaa) in the present
writers Introduction and Notes to *““The Adventnres
of Thomas Pellow, of Panryn, Maxiner” (1800),
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autbreaks of it nntil a later date. In 1829,
a bont party, that had landed from a vessel
becalmed off Capo Spartel, only a few miles
from Tangior (p. 101), were soized and never
seen again; and in 1831, Sir Arthur Brooke
tolls us that “ the country Moors on all parts
of the coast are constantly on the look-out for
Christians, and instoutly make prisoners of
all who have ejther landed accidentally or
have been shipwrocked,” a fact confivmed by
the wifo of the British Viee-Uonsul being
seizod at Cape Spartel, and eoscaping sololy
by her oscorl happily appearing in time. In
1828 the British had to blockade the Moorish
coasl, in rotaliation for some damage done by
the corsairs of his Sheveofian Majesty, and next,
year the capture of an Austrian ship lod to the
bombardment of Tetuan, Azla, and Sallec-
Ralat, In the same year Sir Arthur Brooke
noticed the departure from Tangier, » town in
sight of Gibxaltar, of two Moorish brigs, “in the
hope of pouncing npon some hapless Bromen
or Homburg merchaniman,” and mentions
that Sweden and other States, to snve thom-
selves the expense of maintaining squadrons
in tho Moditerrnnesn, actually paid the
Sultan Mulai Abd-er-Rehmsn good round
subsidies by way of propitintion. Still wore
recently, any seanen who were wrecked, or
who incautiously landed on the Sus const
and the country on the southern frontior of
Moroceo, were certain to be seized. We pos-
sess nimerous narratives of these captivities,
the latest of which was that of Camille Douls,
who, after severo hardships, was brought to
the city of Moraceo in 1887, and liberated by
the British Minister, who happensd just then
to be on an embassy to that capital. But the
niost notorious pirates were the Riffians. It
was they who, in 1859, after endless bicker-
ings with Spain, compelled the latter Power—
no way loth for an excuse—to invade the
country, and, after defoating the Moorish
troops, to occupy Tetnan for two years, and
exact o hoavy indemmity. These peopls are
Berbers, the inhabitants of the country before
the Arabs—or, for the matter of that, any-
one else—ocame, and, socure in their gtill
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unexplored mountain fastnesses of Er Rift, at
which the geographer sailing down the Medi-
torranean looks with such longing, remain
unchanged through the conturics. Nominelly,
they are subjocts of tho Sultan of Moroceo.
Practically, they are their own masters, and
it fares badly with the tax-colloctor who is
mash enough to enter the gorges on the
sides of which are perched their fortified
villages. Indeed, he seldom troubles thom,
pormitting these vefractory folk — whose
country, though not five days’ stemn from
London, is less known than many parts of
the contre of Africa—to live unmolested.
Some years ago, they quictly murdered the
Bashaw whom the Sultan huad sent to rule
over Chechnuan; ond the two or threo
Furopean travellors who have venturod into
that town have done so ouly in disgnise and
at the tisk of their lives—a fact that is not
difficult of Lelief by those who have seen
these independent ribesmen swaggering about
Tetuan, musket on shoulder and knife in belt,
ready to digpute the narrow way with any
more chastened pedestripn. Their Moham-
medanism is also more fanatical than orthodox;
for, though the ground on which an infidel
treads is to themn unholy, thoe Riffians have no
more compunction in eating the wild boar
than they have in drinking the juice of their
OWD grajpes.

They wero the last of tho Sultan’s subjoects
to abandon the capture of Christian ships and
the enslavement of Christian sailors, and even
yet it is clear, as rocent incidents indicate, they
are by no menns averse from a bit of piracy,
even in so awkward a spot for comspirs as
the two Spanish Presidios of Alhucemas and
Melilla. In reality, though the latter have
& number of Hispanised Moors in their
gamisons, the wild Arabs and Berbers have
never paid more rogard to the Unbeliever
than to the Moslem, and, unless sherply
looked after, axe apt to indulge .in the
Playful jest of taking » pot-shot at the
Spanish sentry pacing his rounds. The
veneor of civilisation that has been spread
over tho town Moos by long contact with
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Kuropeans Iias not reached the Riffians, and,
like the other mountainecrs of Moroceo,
they know little of, and have less regard
for, the might of the “Kafis who fear
not God.”

Among these bold mountaincers — men
who, with oll their savagery, arc infinitely
proferable to the double-dealing, painfully
polite, sewni-cuitured Lown Arab—the people of
the village of Beni-boo-(1affir, near Cnpe Ras
od Din, a few miles to the westward of
Melilla, ure the most notorious for their
piratical habils. Steamers, of course, they
never meddle with, But the small merchant-
men who still form the bulk of the Mediter-
ranoan constors used to dread boing beealmed
in the vieinity of this corsair haunt; for
the chances were that the nabives would
fmmediately launch their large “kavoebs,”
hidden in nooks or buried under sand, and
make for the doomed craft, firing volleys
to frighton tho crew, who, if they did not
cscape in their loat, were certain to be
cither permanently enslaved or held to ran-
som (p. 105). However, provided thay made
no resistancoe, they were, though badly fed and
hard worked, generally treated fairly well
But their vessel, after being stripped of
every article of vnluo, was burnt, even the
clothes on the sonmen’s backs being replaced
by old “jollabs,” or garments of less elegance.
It happened now and then that the becalmed
craft managed to give its assailants mnore
than they hed bargained for. But this was
o very rare ocewrrence, and only when the
vessel carried guns; for the Riffians’ “karechs”
were each manned by thirty or forty men,
oll armed with long muskets, pistols, and
swords, and apt to exnct a cruel retribution
from those who failed to beat them off
Things went on in this way up to the year
1856, when Sir John Drummond Hay, for
many years British Minister to the Sheresfian
Court, succecded in rescuing some British |
prisoners, and exacting o promnise that such
conduct should not oceur again. This vow,
he maintains, has been faithfully observed,
and, provided the oufrages of 1886 ond



102

that led to the Franks becoming the virtual
masters of what was formerly a regency of
Turkey (though, in reality, an independent
Powor in everything but the namwe) to the
ravagos of its okl corseirs,  For it sprang out
of the Fremeh conquest of Algorin, which
originaterd in 1839 in the qnurvels procipitaterd
by the fuithlessness of the Dey and his
piratical subjects. This nct led to many
other developments, and is likely to Le
the parent of many more, besides the ex-
ploitation of this portion of North Afrien
and the Sahars, as far as Timbuctoo, as
we shall have ocension to discuss more
fully when the colonisation of Africa is
traced.

To the piracy of Morocco are due many
hostile relations with Europe—the occupa-
The pirates tion for long of its littoml, a
of Morocco host of invasions, Llockndes, and
bormbardments, and in our own day the
Spanish war of 1859-60, which, though it led
to mo tersitorial changes, was o distinet land-
mark in those tireless efforts of Enrope to
obtein & more liberal commereial footing with
the last and most backward of the independent
Barbary States. Piracy and Christian slavery
nre now only memories of the Empire of
Mulai el Hassan, He has nowadays no fleet,
peaceful or piratical, ond though he resents
overy effort to amend his ways after the
Europoan mode], and keops his crumbling
towns in much the same fashion that they
have been thesa thousmnd years or more, his
all-pervading fear is to embroil himself with
the infidel dogs whoun, once upon a titne, his
fathors captured and ensluved.®

Though piracy was formally ended Ly
treaty in 1819, there were still occasional

* The fullest history of Barhary pirroy will be found
(for Algeria, Tripoli, snd Tunisis) in Mr. Lane-Poole's'
“Barhary Coreairs” (1800}, Sir Lombert Playfair's
“Boonrge of Christendom ™ (1884), Admiral Jurien de lg
Gravitre's “Les Corsnires Barbaresque” (1887}, Count
de Mas Latrle's “Les Relations et Commerce de I/ Afrique
Beptantriouale ou Wagreh aveo les Nntions Chritiennes
au Moyen Age™ (1886), and (for Moroceo) in the present
writer’s Introdnotion and Notes to *The Adventures
of Thomos Pellow, of Penryn, Mariner " (1840).
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outbreaks of it until a lator date. In 1829,
a buat party, that had landed from a vessel
beealmed off’ Cape Spastel, only a fow miles
from Tangicr (p. 101), were seized and nover
secn again, and in 1831, Sir Avghur Brooke
tolls us that « the country Moors on all pavts
of the const are constantly on the look-out for
Christians, and instantly make prisoncrs of
all who havo either landed necidentally or
have been shipwrecked,” o fact confirmed by
the wife of the British Vice-Consul being
scized at Cape Spartel, and esonping sololy
Dby her cscort happily appearing in time. In
1828 the British had to blocknde the Moorish
coast, in retaliation for some dnmago done by
the corsairs of his Shercotian Majosty, and next
year the capture of an Austrian ship lod to the
bombardment of Teiuan, Azila, and Sallce-
Babat. In the same year Sir Arthur Brooke
noticed the departure from Tangier, a town in
sight of Gibraltar, of two Moorish brigs, “ in the
hope of pouncing upon some hapless Bremon
or Hamburg merchantman,” and mentions
that Sweden and other States, to save them-
solves the expense of maintaining squadrons
in the Mediterranean, actually paid the
Sultan Mulai Abd-or-Rehman good round
subsidies by way of propitiation. Still more
recently, any seamen who were wrecked, or
who incautiously landed on the Sus coast
and the conntry on the southern frontier of
Morocco, were certain to be seized. Wo pos-
sess nunerous narratives of those captivities,
the latest of which was that of Camille Douls,
who, after severe hardships, was brought to
the city of Morocco in 1887, and liberated by
the British Minister, who happened just then
to be on an embassy to that capital, But the
most notorious pirates were the Riffians, Tt
wns they who, in 1850, after endless bicker-
ings with Spain, compelled the latter Power—
no way loth for an excuse—to invade the
country, and, after defeating the Moorish
troops, to occupy Tetuan for two years, and
oxact o heavy indemnity. These people are
Borbers, the inhabitants of the country before
the Arabs—or, for the matter of that, any-
one eclse—ceme, and, secure in their still
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uncxplored mountain fastnesses of Er Riff, at
which tho geographer sailing down the Medi-
terrenean looks with such longing, remain
unchanged through the centurics, Nominally,
they are subjects of the Sultan of Morocco
Puactically, they arc their own masters, and
it fares badly with the tax-collector who is
vash cnough to enter the gorges on the
sides of which are perched their fortified
villages. Indeed, ho seldom troubles them,
permitting those reftactory folk — whose
country, though not five days’ steam from
London, is less known than many parts of
the centroe of Africa—to live unmolested.
Sane yours ago, they quictly murdered the
Bashaw whom the Sultan had sent to rulo
ovar Chochauan; and the two or thrco
Europosn travollors who havo ventured into
that town have done se only in disguise and
at tho risk of their lives—n fact thai is not

. diffieult of beliof by those who have seon

these independent, tribesimen swaggering about
"Tetuan, musket on shoulder and knife in belt,
ready to dispute the narrow way with any
more chastened pedestrian. Their Moham-
medanism is also more fanatical than orthodox
for, though the ground on which an infidel
treads is to them unholy, the Riffians have no
more compunction in eating the wild boar
than they have in drinking the juico of their
oWR grapes,

They were the last of the Sultan’s subjects
to abanden the eapture of Christian ships and
the enslavemant of Christian sailors, apd even
Jet it is clear, as recent incidents indicate, they
are by no means averse from p bit of piracy,
even in so awkword a spot for corsairs as
the two Spanish Presidios of Alhucomas and
Melilla. In reality, though the latter have
a nwnber of Hispanised Moors in their
garrisons, the wild Arabs and Berbers have
never paid nove rogard to the Unbeliever
than to the Moslem, and, unless sharply
looked after, are apt to indulge in the
playfol jest of taking a pot-shot at the
Spanish sentry pacing his rounds. The
voneer of civilisation that has been spread
over the town Moars by long contact with
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Furopeans has not reached the Riffians, and,
like the other mounlaincors of Moroceo,
thoy know littlo of, and have less regnd
for, the might of the “Xafirs who foar
not (tod.”

Among these bold mountaincors — men
who, with all their savagory, avo infinitoly
preforable to the double-dealing, puinfully
polito, semi-cultured town Arab—tho people of
the village of Boni-boo-Gaffir, noar Cape Ras
el Din, a fow miles to the westward of
Melilla, are the most notorious for their
pirtical habits. Steamers, of cowrse, thoy
nover meddle with. But the sinall merchant-
men who still form the bulk of the Moditer-
rancan coastors used to dread boing beealmed
in the vieinily of this cowair hannt; for
the chances wore that the natives would
immedintely lounch their lerge “kercebs,”
hidden in nooks or buried under sand, and
mako for the dooned craft, firing volleys
to frighten the crew, who, if they did not
egonpe in their boot, were certain to be
either permanently enslavod or held to ran-
somn (p. 105). However, provided they made
no resistance, they were, though badly fed and
hord worked, generally troated fairly well
But their vossel, after being staipped of
every article of value, was unt, even the
clothes on the seamen’s backs being roplaced
by old « djellabs,” or garments of less elegancs,
It happened now and then that the becalmed
eraft managed to give its assailants more
than they had bargained for. But this was
a very rarc oceurrence, and only when the
vessel carried guns ; for the Riffiang’ “larechs”
were each manned by thirty or forty men,
all armed with long muskets, pistols, and
swords, and apt o exact o cruel retribution
from theso who falled to best them off
Things went on in this way up to the year
1856, whon Sir John Drummond Hay, for
many years British Minister to the Shereefian
Court, succeaded in rescuing some British
prisonors, end exacting a promise that such
conduct should not oceur again. This vow,
he maintains, has been faithfully obsorved,
and, provided the outages of 1889 and
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1890 are explained as nothing more than
a rude way of protosting agmmst being sup-
plied with contraband arus and other
Yuropean goods, Sir John's claim is not
ugjustitiable.  Still, when the Riffians’ loose
ideas on such subjects, and the old-fashiuned
Moslem's cread touching the vilability of
Kafir wealth, are considercd, the merehant
captain had better avoid the “Tres Forcss,”

THE RTORY OF AFRICA

Sallee and Mamord were ports of far less
inportance than Tunis and Algiers, aud the
ovil instinets of Tangler and Tetuan were
kept in chock by Gilraltar on one side and
Ueuta on the other, they were long the scourges
ol small ships entering the Mediterranean.
Sallec-Rabat (. 105), on the Atlantic, was the
strongost of these pirate dens, and its vossels
—often owned, and always countenanced, by

TETUAN, IN MOROCCO, ANXD THE MOUNTAING TO THE BOUTH.

unless he 15 sure of & wind, of his crow, and
of his gunpowder.

The Riffians are, in shoxt, “ survivals” and,
a3 such, interesting to the historian who is in
no danger of falling into their hands, But
thers was a time when the mwriner who
approvched “the gut of Gibraltar” began to
sean the sea warily, so as to give a wide berth
to the “Sallee Rovers” who, two centuries
ago, so despitefully nsed one Robinson Crusoe,
of York, mariner. In those days piracy was
the trade of 4 score of what are now crumbling
ports along the Barbury shore. And though

the Sultan, who shaved the profite-—would
sometimes have the boldness to lie under
Londy Tsland, to pounce upon merchant-
men sailing out of Bristol, just as the
Algerian rovers had the audacity to attack
Baltimors, in Ireland, At thet time not a
year passed but hundreds of British and
aother sailors—not to spesk of an oceasional
passenger—were marched into the interior.
At Fez and Maquines, and, to a smaller extent,
at other inland cities, these ill-starred people
were enslaved, beaten, and half starved. They
were engaged in Luilding houses and walls,
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ond in other occupations, until, through the
bounty of the King, or the pity of the
Redemptorist Fathers, or the solf-snorifice
of relatives, their ransom airived. Some-
times it never came.
Then, unless they man-
aged to escape, a lifa
of slavery was their
certain lot. Their only
chance of avoiding it
was to “turmn  Moor,”
ond this many a de-
spairing  Briton  did.
Henceforward, his na-
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and, under new namos, the John Smiths
and Thomas Pellows of Penyn or of
Tlymouth sometimes rose high in the
military service of the Sultan.

In 1780,

tive land knew him -
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¢ Omar, a Scoteh-
man,” was captain
of & “zebek” of
sixteon guns and
one hundred and
twenty-four men,
and, at an earlier
date, Pillet, & for-
mer French mer-
chant, was for a
twelvemonth  the
Governor of Sallee,

"“KAREEBS” ATTACKING A MERCHANTMAN.

no more; for, as a subject of the Sulten,
he was excluded from ransom, and was
80 closely watched that escape was sel-
dom possible, But he was freed from
the degraded position he formerly occupied,

the gates of which,
however, hie head
ornamented soon
afterwards. “One Carr® was, in 1727,
Kaid of the Jews, and in Mulai el Yezeed's
reign Mogador was garrisoned by two hundred
end fifty French renegades, commanded by
Boisselin, the son of a Parisian hatter.
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CHAPTER V.

In Seawen oF Presren JoHN: A PAPER-GHASE.

The Coure of tho Niger— Farly Tales of the Niger —Ednsi—Ibn Botuta—Leo Africanus—Timbuctoo and the
Upper Niger Citios—The Renaissance of Goographical Exploration under the Portuguese—The Strange
Myth of Prestor John—Its Influence on African Explovation—Nunez Tristo's Ilapless Attempt to
Penetrate tho Interigr—The Joloff Drince nnd what onmae of his Story of Prester John's Kingdem—
Tmbassion to the Niger Princes—\What Sultan Mohammed thought of His Very Faithful Mojesty—First
Journeys into the Interior—What Truth is in Them—The Story of Andrew Babiell of Leigh--Zebrag,
Gaorillas, and Pygmics desoribed by him——How Far he Antiopated Later Discoveries—The Last of
Drester John as & Stmulus to the Explorntion of Africa.

AFRICA within the last hundred years has
been so rausacked in all its main foatures, so
mapped and geologised and hotanised and
described, that we arc apt to forget that there
was a time within the mewory of wen still
living when the features with which we are
now so familior wers hotly discussed as
non-exisient. The Niger is, for example, »
river so large that it might seem scarcely
possible for anyone to miss the vast
delta through which it enters the Atlantic.
Still less would it appesr possible for
more than twenty centuries to elapse before
travellers could agree as to its course to the
sen, oz, indeed, whothor it was not the Nile,
which flows into the Mediterranesn, with the
entire breadth of the continent between it
and the flood with which it was confonnded.
Rising in the region now known as the States
of Samori, inlend from Sierrs Leone and
rhe surse  Lib6rin, the Loma Mountain, which
of the Niger. i tho source of the Tembi, its
enrliest fountain-head, is not far digtant from
the beginnings of the Senegal and the Gambia,
for which also it was for long mistaken. But
tho Nigsr (p. 112), though taking origin in the
springs of this mountain, if weaccept the Tombi
as its chiof strenm, soon attracts other rivulets,
which, uniting, form a goodly viver, rolling
north-onsterly, os if it would follow the Nile by
finding its outlot in the Mediterranean. But
near Kabara, the port of the famouscityof Tim-
buctoo, it takes a more costerly course for o
couple of hundred miles, Before arriving st
this point it hos received the Mahel-Balovel

and swollen into a broad torrent, with, how-
ever, n tendeney to split up into narrow
channels, with back-waters, cross-crecks, and
swamps.

Soon, however, colleeting its force again, it
turns sharply to the south-cast, cutling its
way through arocky country, more pictureaque
than any of the low-banked, grain-bordered
region which had been the nain features of
its banks from Samoriland to far beyond
Kabara. Negro villages dot its banks in rapid
succossion. But Gogo, Say, Gompa, Bussa,
Rabba, and Egga almost deserve the name of
cities, At the last-named, the river, having
forced its way through the Rennell Range of
mountaing, its even flow broken by many
rapids, like those of Ansongo, takes o more
southerly and westerly course, until the
Benue, or Mother of Waters, joins it from the
east, and swells the river which, though
known for convenience' snke as the Niger,
bears in every stretch of its long course a
different name, *

Befora this confluence, though abroad river
from the European point of view, it had not
roceived many large tributeries. But the
Benue,t before losing its identity in the Niger,
hns coursed for 860 miles, fed throughout

* Joliba, Ewarra, Mayo, and Kaki'nruwa ave & faw of
its many designations. The word Niger or Nighir has
nothing to do with the Latin A%ger, black., It is most
likely darived from the same rool ns the Berber Ghir,
to this day applied bo varions streams in Novth Africs.
Tho word is. however, very oM, for Ptolemny and Pliny
bobk use it

t Also called the Shary and Tchadda,
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its entire extent by rivers which, like the
Mayo-Kebbi, arc thomselves of considerable
dimensions, and their banks tho homie of
populous nations, thongh oxplorations made
only recently show that it has no connection
with the basin of Lake Tchad, to the north of
it.* At the confluence of tho two streams the
Nigor ie about three-fourths of a mile wide,
ond the Benue rather larger, though they
vary at difforent poriods of tho yenr, since the
two rivors, having different gathering grounds,
are not in flood at the same time. Their
united current is, novertheless, at any poriod
of tho year so broad that it looks like a lake,
two miles in width, dotted with islands and
gand-banks,

Thiy vast rivor now leaves the sandstone
plateau through which it had for many miles
boen winding its way among rapids and rocky
islots, to enter a narrow gorge, by which it
posses through o sories of lold, pictnrosquo
hills, tho limits—wo way take it-—of the old
Atlantic shore before tho flat coast formed
by the mud brought down by the rivems
had been formed. This delta, of which we
have already spoken (p. 37), beging soon after
leaving Onitsha, and strotches for about 120
miles nlong the coast, and for 140 or 150
miles inland, Through this flat, donsely
covered with bush, the great river, which for
2500 miles has flowed along so inajestio-
ally, through more than twelve degrees of
latitude, crawls so secretly into the ocean
that it took many centuries of exploration
to ostablish so simple a fact. In the delia
formed by the mud brought down by it
throngh unnumbered ages, the river divides
and subdivides, the different branches eross-
ing and intererossing with cach other and
with the lower courses of other rivers which,
in like manner, creep soawnrd in this dirce-
tion, until so intrieate & network is formed
that even wore the delts accurately sur-
veyed it would be impossible to say which
was the Niger and which one of the many

* Macdonsld - ¢ Exploration of the Benue and its
Northern Tufbutery, the Kebhi," Procredings of the
Roynl Geographionl Socioty, 1891, pp. 440-177.
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other fotid floods collectively known as the
Oil Rivors (p. 87). For in one dircetion the
Plain of nad extends to the Old Calabar or
Cross River, and in tho other to the lagoons
around the colonyof Lagos, though the channel
cluefly used hy vessels asconding the Niger is
the Nun, which 1ony be regarded as the wmost
merked continualion of the river Defore it
begins to divide.

On the dvier part of the delta the river has
low but rogular banks, and where the  rogion
of mud and iniasma” hasnot begun the villages
are embosomed awid plantations of plantains
and sugnr-cane (. 117). By-and-by the ground
is less mised nbove the gnrgling current,
though oven hore vast forosts of oil-palms
and other trees grow luxuriantly. Then
tho division between land and wator is
seareoly marked ot high water. Tt is only
when tho tide goos out that the long,
stinggling roots of the swawpy mangroves
mark tho first beginnings of soil, formed by
tho brown clay washed down by the river
and strpinod through the rough sieve made
by the network of these amphibious plants
(p. 109). But, in time, as tho dolta widens
sonward, the mangrove swamps will becomne
dry land, and palm-trees take possession of
the ground. Here, howover, and for twenty
miles inland, ns far as the influenes of the tide
is felt in the dry season, these dense thickets
shut out the view on every side. The voyager,
as he steams to Sunday lIsland, sces little
save the dark green wail on cach side, the
sluggish iver underneath ancd the strip of
blue sky ovorhead. From the deck of a
ship soiling along the coast he siphts
barely that much. Tor, except a break
here and there in the long line of dark
green, there is little to indicate that among
these slimy mangroves, rising to forty or fifty
foet above the water, there rolls into the Guif
of Guinea the river which shares with the
Nile the dignity of having attracted more
explorers than any other in Africa, and which
has cost more lives than any other part of
this death-denling continent.

All this is now the cornmon heritage of
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geography. A century ago we knew abouf
as litlle as we did m the days of Hdrisi
Fantytgles  40(l 1bn-Datuta and Leo Africanus
of the Niger. Much was vagno, al nearly every-
thing speculntive. It was known, or suspoeted

BCLNE OX TED NIGER, AT BAY,

—and the reputation of such a river conld
searcely remain long concealod~—that through
the land of the Black Men flowed a mighty
stream, which, if not the Nile, was quite
as laxge. Herodotus, patiently jotting down
an his tablets of wood the tales that e eol-
lectod of lar-away lands, had heard in Egypt
of five young Nasamones who, sotting out from
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the eountry to the south-west of Egypt, had,
after o thirsty journey over a sandy desert,
reached a Innd of pygmics, watered by lnkes
and marshes, abounding with fruit-trees, and
through which ron, from west to cast, & great
river  Thoe sali-tvaders, who earried {rom
tribe to tribe the precious article which to this
day is the currency of many parts of inner
Africa, must have heard of the samo siream,
But it was not until the Arabs, bent on carry-
ing the faith of Mohamnmed into tho utter-
1m0st parts of the world, penetrated the Soudan,
and formed kingdoms and even empires on
the upper waters
of the Niger,
that the noise
of the turmoil
to which thoy
gave rise began
m these modern
times to reach
the oars of civil-
ised men. And
whon the echo
of their doings
did find a place
in the rnde
chronicles then
beginning Lo be
written, overy
fact was oxag-
gerated, every
little village en-
laxged into o
town,every town
of whitewashed
huts roofed with
reeds a city of
go much wealth
and  splendour
that alongside of themn even the capitals
of the old world sank into inmsignificance.
With such eagerness did these Asiatic fanatics
pross forward on their self-appointed mission
of prosclytism and, it must be admitted,
of civilisation, that within less than s hun-
dred years after the death of the Prophet
there were schools and mosques in the
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kingdom of Ghana, while we know from the
stateruents mado in the works of Arab his-
torians that by 893, e, two hundred and
sovonty yems after the flight of Mohanimed
from Mecea, the Arabs, who by this time had
overrun Northern Afrien, and overthrown tho
stately monuments of Roman civilisation, were
regularly sending earavans inte the country
between Tunis and the Upper
Niger, just as they havo Deen
doing all the thousnnd yenrs sub-
sequently, and aro doing at this
very moment afler much
the samo fashion that (hoir

109

government. Tt was under one of these that
Timbuetoo * was founded as a trading station,
which in tune developed into the meeting-
place of caravans from Morocco, Tripoli, Tunis,
Egypt, the onses of tho Snhara, and the
Soudan. It was at no time a great political
capital. Its wealth and importance depended
upon its trace, and whon the course of Contral

MAXGROVE THIOKRET.

fathers dil when Haroun-Al-Raschid was
Ehalif of the East, and Egbert Overlord of
England

The pestilential swamps of the coast re-
pelled the Moslem mercenaries. But in the
healthy platesux of the interior they so
speedily brought the rude negroes into the
fold of Islam that tho Nigor became the centre
around which what were before mere broken
tribes of savages became, outwardly, at least,
self-respecting men, ruled by great warriors,
and, in somo instances, by sovereigns pos-
sessed in o remarkable degres of the art of

African commerce took other directions, and
the traders no longer made for it, this city pro-
portionately decreased in importence, though
still o considerable narket, and likely in
future to be even more popular than it wos
when tho Arab historians were so inspiving
the imagination of European adventurers with
tales of its grandeur that for more than a cen-
tury the oxplorers of Africa may be deseribod
08 Seekers after Timbuctoo. Thoy penelrated

* Timbuktn, as purists spell i, though the name in
Arabjo 18 really Tin Buktn; in Berber, Tumbutku ; in
Songhai, Timbutu,
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the continent from the west and from the
north, They struck the great river here, oy
they eamne upon it there. Their wanderings
led them to regions ofton far nway from the
Nigor; but the gonl after which they all simed,
from Mungo Park 1o Oskar Lenz—or, porhaps,
it would! bo miore corvect to suy from George
Thompson, who aseended the Gambis tnder
the belief that it was she Niger, to Licutcnant
Caron, who two hundred and seventy yenrs
later anchored in front of its port—was this
almost mythical city of Niger-land, Like the
ambition of cortain folk to reach the North
Pole, or to follow Leichhardt, or to discover
the Noxth-West Passage, or to find Franklin's
log-books, the eagerness to shave in the wealth
or the glory to Le won by being the first to
enter this negro metropolis became a sort of
pession.  Every slave who came from the
interior was questioned rogording it, and
answered in exact accordance with the wishes
of his interrogator, and a “Slatee ” who could
give, or pretend to give, any information re-
gording Timbuctoo wag sure of & ready listener
at any post from the Gaboon River to the
Senegal,

Mennwhile, there were hot disputes about
the river on which this much-talked-of city
wis built. Many geographers regardod the
Niger and the Nile as identical,* while others
held by the Senegal as the seaward con-
tinuation of the river of whoso upper waters
the intand traders brought tales, and regord-
ing which Edvisi and Leo the African had
written in their volumes, which until well into
this century were our principal authorities
concerning tho geography of the continent.
Others insisted as stoutly on the Gambia, while
a fow followers of a short-lived faith fought
for the Cango boing the mouth of the river.
Some evon affirmed that it flowed into an
inlend basin. Tho only cutlets to the Atlantic
which nobody seems to have thought worthy

* TUp to well Into this century there were geographers
wha held with the Arghs that the “Nil of the Negroes”
was the npper portion of the Nile, and, considering the
fnot thet the lower part of the former and the bigher

part of the latter were both nuknown, the theary woa
by no monus o shsurd se we are now apb (o connider it
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of notice were those breaks in the delta up
which theve is now sowe ground for belisving
that the Portuguese had penctrated in the
sixtoenth century, when they sent smbassies
to the Kings of Melli and Mosi, and even—so
it is elaimed—to the rulor of Songhal, on the
Upper Niger. The wonderful revival of geo-
graphical exploration which began in the
fifloenth century was led by the Tortuguese,
Their ships and their sottlements were the
first to discover and to tuke possession of the
nuny uew lands that were then not known
even Ly name, Strange toles

reached Europe of a %}hristia.n of Srovr
sovercign, very rich, very pious,

and very powerfrl, who lived in the interior
of Afriea, and was known by the name of
“Prester Johm.” This phantom potentate is
one of the strangest myths of the Middle Ages.
At first ho was rmmoured to be the sovercign
snd priest of some great renhw in the Far
Eost.  Then, after seeking him in Central
Africa, Abyssinia was assigned ag the land of
Prester John, though not unlikely the con-
fusion of Ethiopia with India, which is as old
as Virgil, might be the cause of his home
having been transferred, in the popular im-
agination, from Africa to Asin. Be that as it
may, Abyssinia, until the inyth died away, con-
tinuod to be regarded as the true kingdom of
this ecclesiastical monarch, Letters were sent
to the sovereign of Abyssinia in that expacity,
though, not improbably, the story of Proster
John originated long before the poopla of
thaf country had fully accepted the Christian
faith.

At all events, when the Portuguese first
began their voyages, which in a few yenrs
Lrought half the world to the knowledge of
Ewmope, Abyssinia was not quitc taken for
granted as the seat of this movercign On
Fra Mauro’s map of 1459 thero is o fine city
figured as “ the prineipal residence ” of “ Presle
Jonni” (p. 116), and forty yenrs later Vasco
da Gume heard—aor thought that he heard—
while prosecuting his voyage from Mozambique
northwaxd, of the same personaga roigning in
the intorior. So firmly established was the
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belicf in the existence of this pope-king, that.
anwong the customary instructions received by
the commanders of the oxpeditions, then so
froquently sotting out for Afrien and India, was
the order to inquire diligently of the inhabit-
ants regarding Iresier John* and whenever
news of any likely monarch came to their ears,
to lose no opportunity of penctrating mland
in search of him. For if the closo of the
fifteenth century was full of comnmercial enter-
prise, it was olso intensely tinctured with
roligious fervour, snd tho Church, as tho
eustodian of all the loaming of the period, took
care that their side of tho great Portuguese
expoditions, which Prince Honry the Navigator
was dospatching hither and thither, should
not be noglected.  The long, dreary expanse of
havenless sandy shore botween Morocco and
Upper Guinea offored little chanee of landing,
But when tho maviners saw tho fortile shores
of the Senegnl and the Gambia. and were
offered gold and ivory fromn the interior, then
they remembored Prester John, just as thoir
suceessors thought of Timbuctoo and the Mos-
lem kings of the Upper Niger Nunez
Tristao’s first essey in that divection was un-
fortunate, for he and a nwnber of his men
were killed in sttempting to ascend o small
river near the Rio Grande, without anyone ever
hearing of Prester John and his empire,

But one dayt there came to the settle-
ment on Arguin island a Joloff Prince, who
bad much to tell of Timbuctoo and Jenné,
of the vast trade carried on with thoso cities,
ond of a Iand beyond Timbuctoo in which
dwelt s people who were neither Moors nor
pagans, and wnust therefore be Christians, and
if Christian, surely the subjects of the long-
soughtfor Prester John. THow far this wily
black, who had been exiled by his rclatives, and
was anxious {o obtain the white man’s aid
in recovering his throne, was playing on the
credulityof the Portuguese, of whoss anxiety to

* Oppert: “Der Presbyter Johannes in Sage und
Gesohichte * (2nd Ed., 1870) ; Zarnecke : % Der FPrester
Johonnes ? (1876-79) ; Yula: ¢ Cathay and the Way
Thither,” pp. 178 ef seg., and “Marco Polo,” 2nd ¥d,,

vol i,, pp, 220-233, vol. ii., pp. 539-543,
t In 1480—three years beforc the Discovery of Amarica.

i

bLear of a Christian land in the interior he was,
of course, well aware, is an open question,
At Lishon, howover, he clung to his tale, and
Professing no roluctance to bo baptized, the
pagun was duly admitted into the pale of
Christendom, receiving at the same time—fit
emblem of what was to follow—n coat of
arms, consisting of a crown of gold on a
vermilion field, with tho quarters of Portugnl
in the border. He then did homags to tho
King as his Licge Lord, and to the Pope, in
the person of his commissary, according to the
foyms usually adopted by Catholie princes.
Meanwhile, at the tourneys of the Court the
Joloff Prince exhibited some wonderful feats
of horsomanship. His negro attendants ran
ulongsido a galloping charger, leaped on while
it was runming its swillest, and then sprang off
again with the sasme promptitude as if' it had
been stopped for their convonience, These
porformances, like the horses on which they
wore learned, had doubtless beenimported from
the Axrabs in the interior, or from thosowho had
ponetrated south from Morocco. By-and-by
a fleet of twenty caravels was equipped under
the command of Pero Vaz da Cunha, with &
body of Dominican roonks, under the orders
of a brother of that order—the one for the
subjection, the other for the conversion, of
the natives. The Senegnl was the river they
selected for asconding, and here o fort was
begun. But before it had proceeded far the
Joloff Prince, sceing that the Portuguese were
more intent on establishing themselves in the
country then in re-seating him in power,
qumrelled with his protectors, and being sus-
pected of plotting with his kinsfolk against
them, was, in the heat of & squabble, stabbed
to death by the sullen commandor of the ex-
pedition. About the same time, o pestilence
broke out among the troops, with such fatal
results that, though the fleet did not leave the
viver, the building of the fort was stopped.
During this delny embassies were sent to the
inland princes, several of the envoys being
accredited to the King of Timbuetoo, though,
unfortunately, no record has been kept of a
visit which, were it confirmed, would give the
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Portuguese the credit of anticipating by more
than threc centuriey the fivst entry of any
European into that city.

Btill seeking for Prester John—and perhaps
also for gold and slaves—the Portuguese
touched the coast here and theve, sending
messages to this “Prinee” and that *Em-
pevor,” {ull of inflated complimonts to them
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somewhere in the Niger country. Sultan
Mohammel was, however, in no way inclined
to Lawly compliments with the Fortuguese
envoys, for he dismissed them promptly with
the remark that ho understood nothing of all
this palaver about magnificent kings in the
Tnfidel conntry. There were to his knowledge
only four who answered that description-—the
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and grandiose doscriptions of the might and
puissanca of his Lusitanian Majesty. Among
tho black potentates to whom these carly
envays wero sent was a “ Moorish ¥ ¥ monarch
with the not uncommon name of Mobammed,
who ruled a country about 500 miles in the
interior behind Cape Palmas, and therefore

* In the earlior writers this term is used very
voguely. It mesnt ab most only a Mobsmmedan in
faith, though the noms was nok unfreguently applied to
ony darke folk—Pagan, or Moslem, Borber, Arab, Negro,
or Fulsh.

King of Cairo, the King of Alimmm, the King
of Baldac, and the King of Tucurol. And, he
added, of the “four thousand four hundred
and four kings” of which he was the lineal
descendant, not ono had received or sent
an ombassy to any Christian prince ; that ho
had no intention of introducing any such in-
noyation on the wisdom of his ancestors;
and that the envoys would bo plensed to
depart forthwith. Whereupon, ndds the old
chronicler, they lost no time in taking their
departure.
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But the ardour of His Very Faithful
Majesty in search of Prester John was not
to Lo damped by the boorish

meys  curtnoss of Sultsn Mohammed
intoe  Accordingly, another cinbassy was

despatched from the Island of
Arguin, where the Tortuguese had Imils a
fort end founded a foagtory, nto the Hodemn
country, more than two huncred miles in the
intarior, on the headwater of the Niger. But
though the Bambnarrans and Ludamar people,
whose homo was in those parts, were cuite
willing for the white men to found a factory,
and prowmised to mako all ncedful inquiry
about him, they, like everybody elso consulted,
had nover hoard of Prester John And so
the envoys camo back again, as litile success-
ful in their ervand as the scekers after the
North Tole at a later day, though, like them,
not without hopes of being able to find the
long-sought-for goal,

Leaving out of all account the Latm
breggadocio from which the Portuguese of
those days, liko their consins in Spain, were
not exompt, there cannot be any doubt that
theso carly adventuvers did penetrate far into
the interior, and were acquainied with much
of the Niger country long before the world at
large knew anything about it. When the
French and English cane to the Senogal and
. Gambia, they found a considerable mixed
Portugucse population establishod on these
rivers ; and oven at Bambuk, when the French
reached it, as they thought, for the first time,
there were—ns there are still all aléng the
African cogst~—inany words in the native
longusge which attest the former presence
of the enterprising peoplo whose explorations,
from jealousy of other mations, or from the
ignorance or carelessness of those taking part
in them, were permitted to pass out of memory
without being coomitied to writing. It is
possible that the few facts which remain
would have been lost altogether had not the
industrions De Barros collected them before
they had vanished from the memory of man,
From these records we learn that, though
they knew much of the countries traversed
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by the Gumbia, the Sonegal, and the Niger,
they had no idea of the two latter being
soparate rivers, or of the fnet of the Niger
flowing for a certain portion of its course
almost duc castward: but they must have
hod some idea of the length of that river,
for D¢ Barros oxpresses surprise that so
long a strenm did not pour more water into
the ocean. They deseribo the populons towns
snd tho fertile country on its banks. The
ravages of the slave tiado had mnot then
begun ; but the tribal wars were brisk long
Delore the white man had been seen, and there
was alwags & local traffic in sorfs, which, how.
over, was more than satistied by tho sale of
criminals or prisoners takon in the campaign
of one littlo king agninst another still smaller.
Timbueloo, whero the merchanta from Uairo,
Tuuis, Tlemcen, Fez, and Morocco met those
from all other parts of Northern and Equa-
torfal Afiica, and Jenné farther to the west,
which was & rendezvous for the tlrnders
nearer to the const, wero among the ploces
which came within the knowledge of these
Portuguese pioneers. They not only visited
them, but they bought at El Mina (p. 44)
and their other forts the gold which the
natives of these lands brought to the coast.
They were eyo-witnesses of the dismal desert
between Moroceo and Cape Blanco, though,
like the ancients, they had heard of the green
“abeses,” or oases, which were not only
genires of population, but stepping-stones by
which tho rolling sands could be crossed by
caravans; and in their writings we read nuines
now part of the everyday vocabulary of the
whites in Northern Africa—of the “ Sahel” of
the “Sahara,” and the * Azagar "—to cxpress
the relative richness and poverty of the region
in question, though the terms are not now
applied in exactly tho smine way that the
Portuguese imagined they were four hundred
years ago. But small though the land which
aetually owned the rule of Portugal was, it was
enough for her sovoreigns to style themselves
Lords of Guinen. As such the oxplorers
erected pillazs on those parts of the coast at
which they touched, some of them remaining
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to this day,* discoverad and tried to explote
the Congo, and I[niling to find the land of
Proster John among its swamps, established
in the Congo country, south of the river of
that namoe, Christian missions, tho remnants of
whiely, among crumbling citics and rumed
churches, we shall have oceasion to describe
wlen the story of the share which the Church
goont took in the civilisation of Alvica comes
to be the subjoet of a later portion of this
work, From the Congo country the Porlu-
guese sent expedition after expedition cithor
along the coast or up the rivers, found-
ing colonics and missions aud trading-posts,
undor storn soldiers and stont-hearted priests,
and huxters whose courage was oqual to that
of either friar or musketcer.

It was a golden ngo for discovery which
we are sketehing, Half the werld knew listle
of the other hnlf. Not a ship came
into port but she Lrought tidings
of lands, and peoples, and produets,
oll strange to the most learned of
our countrymen, or to the books which existed
in such small nmmbers that it was quite
possiblo to remomber them all by name. In
every tavern, ear-ringed men, clad in watchet
cloth, talked of regions the very whereabouts
of which puzzled the oldest mariner in the
company, and the little lads playing about the
shoro and the wharves could, by approach-
ing » group of sailors come ashore, henr of
realms and fights, goodly cities and fair
havens, of which the wisest clerk in “Powls
Schoole ” could not tell the position.

Portugal and Spain, it is true, had by tho
Pope’s graco the monopoly of these outlandish
voyages. But no priest or potentnte, no bull
or Vatican decree, could, or, lor the matter
of that, did, bar the valiant semmen of the
Tudors long out of ony ocesn over which
they wished to seil Twenty yoars before
Queen Elizabeth had ended her reign, Thomas
Stevens, an English Jesuit, had renched India
by way of the Cape of Good Hope, on board a
Portuguese ship, and not long afterwards, John

* Most of them have, however, been removed to
musemme,
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Newbery and Ralph Fiteh, “with six or seven
other London merchants,” had, tirst of their
race, travellod overland through Aleppo, Bag-
dad, Bussorah, and Onnuz  Kven the jealonsy
of tho Spaniards could not keep the Driton
out of the new world which the conquests of
Cortes hiad just added to the Ewpire of the
Indios, For Robert Tomson, of Andover,
found his way to Moxico in the yoar 1554, and
abode there with “many ancient men that
were of the Conquerors,” wntil, giving utter-
ance to sentmments that smacked of heresy,
the Englishian found it prudent to put the
soa Lotween him and New Spain.  Yet, aven
this was not the first Dritish venture to
Moxico, This distinetion must be reserved
for “ono Thomns Blake, a Seottisman,” who
had dwelt in the city for twenty years, Ten
yonrs later, Rager Bodenham, another English-
man, being wnsnecessful in his trade with Foz,
in Merocco, o fanatical town long subse-
quently closed to infidel merchants, stayed
nine months in the city of Montezuun, and
did so well that he brought back to Seville a
cargo worth, in the meney of that day, about
£36,000,

We noed not, thorvefore, be surprised to
hear that in 1520, Andrew Battell, o tisherman
of Leigh, in Essex, having a sonl above the
cockles and flounders of that Thames-mouth
village, or even the sulmon that sscended the
then unfonled river, was exploring the const of
Afrioa on beard o Portugucse ship which was
looking out for a eargo of slaves, though, no
doubt, the captain had striet orders also to
boe keeping an car open for tales of Prester
John, Tt is true that Andrew was nominally
o prisoner on board “the Portugall,” which,
like most of its flag, was half-trader, half-
privateor, with perhaps a dash of the pirate
all through, They had vescued him from
eaptivity among the Indiang of Brozil, which
possibly the wayward mariner found less
agreeable than the fo'w'sle of & ship. At all
events, he was by no means depressed by
reason of his lot, and to this accident the
world is indebted for a very curious discovery.
Cruising up and down the const in search of
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slaves whom they mught buy, o possibly
freemen whom they nught hudnap, the Poi-
tuguese {0l m near the Momo, o Chit’
on the coast of Bengucla, with o host of
frechovters called Gages or (hagas, who had
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of fee-lances had mo Innd of then own
They wue outlaws who hved by plunde
and munder, and m pumsut of then callng
had reached the coast with a multitude of
captives whom thoy weie glad fo get quit of
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come through the Congo country and Angoln

from » 1egion somewhat nesr the headwaters

of the great iiver that Mr Stanley's explora-

tion 1endered so famous migh four hunched

years afterwards But this wandeiing tube
* Cape Mono.

for o fow pence apiece Never had a slaver
met with such & bargain before, and naturelly,
when the robbeis expressed a wish to be
ferviod over the Cona,t in ouder to horry the

t Probably the Quanza, oo perhaps the Cuvo, a httle
south of Cape Mowro
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Benguela people on the other side, the honest
traders m Inmman flesh were only too ready to
oblige allies from whoso depredations they
expectod still further profit. Uy eightios
at & time they wore accordingly carried over
the rver, and their landing coverod by a dis-
chaxge of muskotry from the ships hard Ly
With such powerful assistance, the Denguelas,
as might havo been oxpocted, were routed,
their chief slain, and his body, with

that of many of his tribesuen, de-
voured by the canmibal vietors, while
tho =mrvivors were huddled into the
holds of the inhuman seoundrcls who
had constituied them-
selves partuers with the
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turn to do a lttlo fighting, and, sceing that
there was no alternative, thoy had to consent,

savago (iingas,

For five months the
blnek robbers continued
to ruvage Bengucls, and
the white oncg to buy
from them the produco
of their raids  Loading
and discharging, they
passed to and fro De-
twoen Africa and Brazil
during that period, sup-
plying the wherewithal
for their allies ashore
to steal, and then, as
they filled up, hurrying off to n
port with their eargo of men,
women, and children, Such o busi-
ness was too good to desort; for
in all their evil dealings the Por-
tuguese had never met with a
people so veady to rob or so easy
ta defraud.  But, returning one day to ship the
usual freight, they found thet the Giagas had
left. Delormined, however, not to lose such
profitablo custorners, the Poringuese sont a
party in scarch of them, and after several
days’ tramp overtook “the army,” marching
undey the command of a new chiel called
Mofarigosat, who was just thon meditating a
fresh oxpedition against a neighbonring tribe.
Finding, however, the whito men in his power,
the wily negro intimated that it was now their

PLARTAIN (Muse poradisiees) PLANTATION,

The white inen’s firelocks

being all-powerful, the
war soon terminated, and
the Portuguese having

SUGAR-OANE
{bacokaricn. officing unt)

hod enough of it, decided to take their

deprture.  This the wily Mofarigosat de-
clined to permit unless thoy left omo of
their number behind as a pledge for their
carly vetum.  Having, naturally, no intention.
of doing anything of the kind, they readily
consented, and as poor Battell was a foreignor
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and a horotic, he was chosen as this porilous
pawn

For o time the hostage was tronted reason-
ably well. It was only when it Leeame evident
that his companions hud left for good that
the Giagas begun to ill-trent him, and finally
to diseuss the advisability of putting him to
doath, Dut the chief, thongh in the minority,
was strong enough Lo proteet hitn and in the
end to scenre his freedom, Freedom in the
African bush 1s, however, ns Battell found it,
& poor boor, nnd so, after wandering about half
starved, and in howrdy danger Fom wild
beasts and prowling savages, he wus fain, ns
the lesser of two ovils, to retrun to his old
friends the (tingas. Flattered apparently by
his confidence in their amiability, they now
looked upon Andrew as one of themsclves,
and dwing the four months longer he had to
stay with them indulged in one wild orgie of
“trimmphing, drinking, dancing, and cating
men’s flosh,” though the last-named habit ho
does not admit to have contracted. At length
their ronnings brought them near a Portu-
guese port, and their fetish-men, or * wizards”
as the narrator valls them, having announced
that il was the Devil's plessure that the white
man should depart, the hapless Essex seaman
was glad enough to ship on board o slaver
which just then was on the eve of sailing.

This ot loast is the tale told by Androw
Bagtell, of Loigh, to Richard Hakluyt, Pre.
bendary of Westtuinster, and priuted many
years aftorwards, by Master Purchas, in * His
Pilgimes,” How far it is true, wo have, of
course, now no means of ascertaining, though
there is no reason to doubt its substantial
accurncy. The Giagas—Lly that name at all
events—ars nob known to modern ethno.
logists, But that is not remarkable  Such a
race of marauders, kopt np as they were by
the adoption of boys and girls from the
tribes they conquered, all their own children
being killed at birth, wore not likely to last
long a8 an independent organisation, cvon
if the angar of their neighbotrs permitied
the existones of a rnoe who depended “on
war for 5 supply of all they wanted” who
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sowed without reaping, and cut down the
pulm-treos to extract the juico, instead of
carofilly tapping thom after the ordinary
fashion of o stationary people. But their
customs, their cannibalisin, their devil-wor-
ship and dovil danees, their wizards or fetish-
men, and the occasional hunan sacrifices, all
agroe with tho general tisifs of the peoplo at
the headwaters of the Congo, where, according
to Lopez, who alse 1entions themn, they lived
“ particularly about a lake which gives xiso”
to that viver. This, we nay infer, is cither
Take Moero or Tako Bongweolo, in which it
is almost cortain that the Lualabs, its chiof
tributary, or indeed its continuation, ariscs.®
Onee upon a time they swept into the Lower
Congo country, compelling the « King,” whom
this old Portuguese writer ealls “Ton Alvaro,”
to take refuge on an islnd in the river,
until the Giagas, having consumed overything,
were constrnined to scok for firthor booty in
another country. Merolla—Padre da Sotrento
—was also familiar with these marauders, for
he relates how le saw outside the Congo
capital shamblos in which human flesh had
been sold by thern while they occupied that
place. They offored it liberally to the Por-
tuguese who came to trade with them, but
the latter were more desivous of buying living
men “than to have their bellies filled with
such barbarous food ” as the corpses of dead
ones, T

This, at least, supports ono statement of
Andrew Battell, and another fully asinteresting
has been confirmed by the discoveries of very
recent years. For among the information
picked up by him was a roport that “to the
north-east of Mani-Eesock are & kind of little
people, called Matimbas, which are no bigger
than Boyes of twelve yeares olde, bmt veria
thicke, and live onely upon fleshe, which they
kill in the woods with their Bowes and Darts.
They pay tribute to Mani-Kesock, and bring
all their Elephants' teeth and tayles to him.

* « Relazione del reaume di Congo e delle vicini con-
trade di Odoardo Lopez Portogheso, per Philippo Piga-
fettn, oteo. ™ (1591), Baok I, oh. L.

+ Merolla: ¢ Relazione fatta nel regno di COongo”
{1692).
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They will not enter into any of the Marombos'
houses, nor will they sufler any o come where
they dwell. And i by chance any Marombo or
poople of Lonngo pusse whero they dwell, then
they will forsake that place, and go to another.
The women carry Bow and Arrowes as well as
the men. And onc of themn will walk in the
‘Woods alone, and kill the Pongos with their
poysoned Arrowes.” ¥

Then Battell goes on to give excellent do-
scriptions of animals, such as the zobra, now
well known, but at that date new to Europenns,
and the pongo and gorilla, which were un-
questionably the hairy men and women whose
skins Hanno the Carthaginian (p. 20) hung
up in tho Temple of Juno, where they still
remained at the taking of Carthage by the
Romans. Yet when, more than 2,300 yoars
aftorwards, sn Afriean trador from the Gaboon
—of whom we shall havo something to say
by-and-by—bronght, to London several speei-
mens of tho same animal, o great many people,
who had never heard of Hanno, and a great
many mors who, having had the advantage
of & clossienl education, ought to have
been familiar with the «Periplus,” imagined
that somo grent zoological diseovery had been
made, though, it may be added, several
travellors had in the interval boetween five
hundred years beforo the Chwistian Frn and
eighteen hundred and sixty aftor it brought
munbess of skulls and skeletons to Burope and
Americn, Prester John was not found, bul it
was something to have seen the gorilla and the
pigmay folk.  For the Jatter were undoubtedly
the same people whom Dr, Touchard deseribed
in1861in the countryto the back of the Gaboon.
They were also those from whose poisoned
arrows Mr. Stanley’s ezpedition suffered so
much during their march through the great
forest which covers so much of equatorial

*#The Stnge Adventures of Andrew Battell, of
Leigh, in Eesex, sent by the Portugnls prisoner to
Angals, who lived there and in the adjoimng regions
nenr eighteen years,” [1680-1007.] (" Purchas, His Pil-
gximes,” 1626, lib. vii,, ohap. iii, p. 988.)
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Africa, and whose relatives Schweinfurth and
others have deseribed in vaxious other parts of
the Continent as living nt the beck of the
more powerful tribos around thew, who have
appatently at some early period invaded the
land ence held by these ancient lords of the
soil.t  But unless Aristotle and Herodotus are
ta be credited with giving us the first inkling
of them, Andrew Battell, of Leigh, cleserves the
honour of bringing back from his eaptivity
among Indians in Brazil, and Portuguese in
Angoln, and negroes in Afties, tho earliest
information ubout these curious Jittle folk no
bigger than “boyes of twelve yonres,”
However, if Andrew Daltell's pilgrimage is
tho firss in which we learn anything of the
Pigmies, it, ig the last in which wo hear any-
thing of Prester Jolm. The world was gotting
too prosaic or too grecdy for any such auythienl
hero, America had been discovered, and vast
lands and strange peoples had to bo conguered
ond brought into the bosom of the Church.
The new route to the Indics had changed the
course of commerce, and so from the close of
the sixteenth contury Prester John censed to
bo tho stimnlus for any explorer, or'a personage
who figured in the inslructions for any expe-
dition, whother fitted out for the purchase of
slaves, or to seek for the golden city of Manoa,
of which Raleigh went in search, or for those
Fountains of Perpetual Youth which Ponce de
Loan so long sought in vain. For it sohappened
that just ns the Inbled king of a Christian
land in Inner Africa vanished into thelimbo of
“working hypotheses,” tho tales of Timbuctoo,
gatish with gold-dust and ivory and ostrich-
fenthers, took his place, and for many a year
were the primwmn mobile of African explora-
tion, which, until there was little more to
learn about it, concontrated in or about the
Niger river. )

+ The history of these pigmy reces is fully described
by Dr. Flower in the Jowrnal of the Anthropological
Tnustitute, vol. xviii, p. 73 ; by M. Quatrefages in his work,
“Leg Pygmées" (1887); and, among othes, by Miss A,
Werner in the Centleman's Mugazine, 1880, p. 5660
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THE SEEKERS APPER TIMBUCTOO: (RROPING IN THE DJARK.

Timbuctoo as the Kew Btimulus to the Txploration of Central Africa—The
Englih among the Pioncers of ihe Fresh Departure—The Story of
Leo Africanus aud tha Influence exerciaed on Mercantile Fntorpwise
by His Account of Timbuotoo—Ca da Mosto and the Halt Traders—Was
the Waler 1cached by them Lake Chad!—A Similar Mode of doing
Business in the Yoruba Country—What the Enghsh Morchants Determined to do—A Tale which oame
from Marocco regarding ths Congnest of Timbuotoo by Snlten Ahmed II and of the Enormous Quantity of
Gold brought back by the Conquerors—What befell George Thompson in the ship (utherine of London—The
YVoyage of Richard Jobsor up the Gambia—A Wondrons Tale of Gold—The Adventures of Claude Jannequin,
$ieur de Roohefort, and other Frenchmen—Bartholomew Stibbs and his Doings—The Romantic Story of Job,

Son of Solomon—1The Fonndation of the Afrionn Associntion—The Dawning of the Day.

At no time did the English ever worry
themsolves over Prester John and his kingdom.
They were prosaic folk, who searched after
somothing more substantial than a soversign
who was ot once priest and king, a combinn-
tion for which the mariners who were win-
ning for us the mastery of the sea in the days
of tho first Stuart and his prodecessor had
no stomach whatever, For, apart from some
painful cxperiences that were still fresh in
men’s momories, the chancos were that this
Christisn prince, oven were he discovered,
would be a Papist, and hence, as not a fow
sea-going folk hiad good reason to remombar,
heretics such as they would ho apt to suffer
in ‘the inquisitions of countries professing
that particular form of Christianity. Itis true
that, three yemts before Queen Elizabeth of
blissful memory was laid among her fathers,
John Pory, “lntely of Goneuille and Catus
What was  COllego in _Cmnb.ridge," .hml pub-
glodzyﬁrg: lished, in 1}15 quaint version of the

" “Qeographion] Historie of Africn,
by John Leo a More,” 2 long account of the
“ Empire of Prete Janni,” eompiled from the

writings of Malugueei and De Barros. But by
this time Abyssinia had been fixed upon as
the nbode of the “Emperour,” and nobody
secmed to faney that in this corner of Northern
Afrien there werc groat riches, though in
“ Amara costel” ho “layde not up a0 much
golds, hecause they knew not how to purifie
it, but rather jewels and wedges of gold.”

If, however, the English merchants read
this story, much disappointment had rendered
them eallous to such tales. And, moreover,in
an emrlier portion of the work in question
John Leo the Moor had to relate from his
own knowledge how on the Upper Niger were
the realms of many Moslem princes—Ghana,
Wangara, Bornu, Cssine, Jenné, Melli, Guber,
Zonfara, Walot, and, above all, the kingdom
and city which he called Tombuto, and is now
known under the name of Timbuctoo (p. 121).
Other travellers, we havo seen, had heard of
this from second-hand deseription, and some,
though they have left no records, might
aven have visited it. The Arab historians had
told what had been told them, and Messer
Alviss da Co Da Mosto, “Gentleman of
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Venice,” related in 1504 how every yoar rock-
salt was earried [rom a place called Tegazza to
Timbuctoo and Molli, where it was sold for
three hundred ducats the load, sinee the
country was so hot thet unless the people
pte this mineral their blood would putrefy,
From Timbuetoo the salt was carried to
another still more interivr country where
there was a river or lake, but whether froesh or
not he could not learn, though probably fresh,
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This story evidontly refers to Lake Tehad,
and even now a like custom is tollowed in the
intorcourse botween the negroes and Arabs
m some distriets, and T have honrd almost
the samo talo told by 3loorish tiaders to the
Soudan of the manner in which business 1s
done between them and some of the 1emoter
trilics, Justly suspicious of the Moslems’ good
faith in the mattor of lifo and liberty. 1t
was the way strangers not in tho best of
repute had to deal
with the tribesmen

T .~

TIMBUCTOOQ,

otherwiso there would have been
no need of salt. Having reached
the water, the salt-cmiriers made piles of it
in & row, each marking his own, and having
made sand-piles, they all turncd back.
¥Then comes another generation of negroes
who do not wish themsclves to be seen
or spoken to. They come with large
barques that appear to issue from certain
islands, and land, and having seen the salt,
place a quantity of gold opposite each pile,
end then veturn, leaving the gold and the
salt; and when they are gone the salt negroos
come, and if the quantity of gold pleases
them, take the gold and leave the salt ; and in
this manner they make their trade without
seeing each other, by a long and ancient
custom;” and, adds Signor Ca da Mosto,
“though it appear o hard thing to believe,
T certify having had this information from
many merchants, Arabs and Azanaghi, and
likewise from persons worthy of credit.”

of the Saharan enast
not long ngo, and to
this day o somewhat
similar  method  of
buying and sell-
ing is, though
from a diffor-
ent reason, the

KADARA, THE PORT OT' TIMBUCTQO.

oustom in the Yorube country, behind Lingos
in West, Afrien. In this still primitive region
o passing traveller may stop st any field or
farmn, and cook sufficient food from the stand-
ing crops for ane meal, but it is considered a
very heinous offence for him to carry any
away, On the rosd-sides it is a common
practice for maize-flour, staxch, or bean bread,
or cookod yams (p, 120), or akars (a ball of
boans and popper friedin palm-oil), to be care-
fully arranged on & mat for sale, while near nt
hand o broken calabash is pluced for the
roceipt of cowries, the little shells that are
the emrency of the country. In passing by,
Mr, Alvan Millson tells us his men would
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choose what thoy wanted and put & number
of cowries into the calabash, attor consulting
among thenselves as to the cxact price which
they liad pnid at the last town or market-
shod. For forly cowries (less than a half-
perny) a man could fully satis(y his hunger—
and the hunger of a negro marching from
fiftcon to twenty wmiles a day, with a heavy
load on his head, is not casily appeased.
“Thongh I had among my caryiets men who
were probably not unacquainted with loisurod
retiroruent, within the walls of Lagos gaol, it
never ocenrred to thom to under-pay or take
that of which they did not know the price
The owner of the articles would probably be
a mile or two awany, working placidly at
home, whilc the mats did business for her at
the roadside. Even an automatic postege-
stamp 1aechine would have no difficulty in
realising a dividend in such a conummity " *
It is at the seme time to be remembered
that dishonesty in other forms—so much are
morals & matter of conventionality—is as pre-
valent in Yoruba es elsewhere,

But to rettun to Timbuctoo. All the stories
about it had hitherto been vague, tinctured with
abvious falsshood even to the credulous minds
of the men of 1600, and in all cases strained
through many mouths ere reaching Europe.
John Leo had, however, actually seen the city
which ho doseribed. A Spanish Moor, born in
Granada when that city was a Moslem capital,
he had crossed into Afiica with his family
whilo & child, and after receiving the hest
cducation that Fez could supply, had been
employed in various public offices which
led him to travel over most of Northern
Afvies and Persia (though of this country
he hus not left any rocord), and to accom-
pany his uncle on an cmbassy from the
King of Fez to the Sultan of Timbuctoo, All
throughout his journeys he kept a careful
record of what ho saw and heard, which served
him in good stead in after years, Forona
vayage to or from Egypt he was captured by
a Venetian corsajr, who presented him os o

*Drocesdings of the Roy, Geog, Sov,, 1801, p. 683.
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sluve to Pope Leo X, This enlightened pontiff,
pereeiving the menner of man the Moor was,
converted him to Christianity (of a kind), gave
himn freedon, and encouraged him to romain
in Rome by the bestowal of a liberal pension,
Here he occupiod himeelf in many learned
labours, one of which was the expansion and
translation into Itelian of his Arabic manu-
script. Published at a later date by the fatnous
Rumusio, Seerelary of the Venetian Couneil
of Ten, the work of T.eo Africanus, or J ohannes
Leo (for the Tope was hiy godiather), has Loen
isstied in many languages. For long it was
the chief—almost tho solo—authority on
Afrien, and to this day may bo profitably
studied for the doscription it gives of re-
gions still inperfectly known to Eunropeans,
snd for ite graphic pleture of Northern
Africa and the Niger regions four centuries
ago

c’Timc has only confirmed the truth of Leo’s
deseriptions, and among his most altraclive
skotehes is that of Tinbuetoo, which he says
abounded in all the neccssaries of life except
—as Ca da Mosto tells us—salt, which was
dear owing to its being brought from Tegazza,
500 miles distant. Horses wore not bred, but,
a8 is still the case, were brought from Morocco,
from which country also—as is the custom to
this day—many manuscripts were imporled.
All other goods were saleable at a fine price;
and as wore the peopls, so was the king, rich
and liberal to such. a degree that he had
married his daughters to two of the inerchants
of the town. The circulating medium, in
addition to little shells (cowries), was un-
starped picees of gold, snd, among other
emblems of wealth, the procious metal was so
plentiful that tho king had many plates and
seeptres of it, “some whereof weighed 1,300
pounds.”t When to this fact was added the
information that the inhsbitants were mild
and gentle, and—ans the fashion of Afriea is—

{ This statement has been doubted. However, without
vouching for Leo's exactitnde, his words aro plain enongh
—"T1 re possiede gran riechezza in piastre o verghe
@oro, delle quali alouns ¢ di peso di mille trocento
libbre "—ench Italisn pound being twelve onnces,
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spent a large portion of the night in singing
and dancing, it may be certain that not a
few gentlemen of England who read Master
Pory's version, ag it issued in 1600 from
(George Bishop's press in London, dotermined
to try their fortunes in so promising a market.
And, a8 wo shall sco presently, not o fow
cavaliers in Franco had come to a like con-
clusion when the sune information had been
put at their disposal by the version which
Jean Tomporal had issued at Lyons in 1556,
and dedieated, in a curious proface, in which
he talks of * our republic,” 1o the first hushand
of Mary, Quoen of Scots. The entire anccount
daes not oceupy many lines, or the deseription
of the Nigor sovercigntios many pages. Yot
i i perhaps not too much to say that in the
whole nnnals of liternture there is 1ot another
passage which has condnced more materially
to the progress of geography. For while the
vague storics of wealthy realms in the interior
which had for a contury or more before Leen
flonting around among the African traders
and slavers and pirates contributed little com-
pared with the dremin of Prester John and his
realn fo stimulate journeys into the interior
of Africn, the two centuries or more of Niger
exploration which followed may be directly
eredited to the brief narative of this old
Moorish traveller. Nor, indecd, has its effect
even yet entirely vanishod.

I, was in those days of stay-at-homo
geographers, when one party was all for
Ptolemy and the Ancients, and another all for
Leo and the Modoerns, that certain morchants
of London town, into whose minds the words
of the latter had sunk, determined, instead of
wrangling over the matter in the Thames-side
taverns, to find out the facts of the case for
thomselves, Not that Africs, and ospecially
the Guinea const of it, was strange to the
English trader, even at that early date. For
a8 we have seen (p. 46), cerlain merchants of
Exeter had for twenty yoars been trading with
the Gambia and the Senegal, with such effost
that they had driven all but a solitary
Portugnese out of the latter river, though in
the former the Portuguese were so numerous
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atd so jenlous of the now arrivals that they
fornied o conspiracy to seize their ships and
massacro the crews. It is satisfactory to know
that, even at a time when ascetic virtuo was
not o feature in the Cuines trader, the
Tnglishmen had so far ingratiated thenselves
with the natives that they were told one lar
of iron from thein would benere weleome than
forty {vom the “Portuguls” In those days
there wero English merchants in Moroceo, ’
then far more liberal in sentiment than it
Leeome at o later period whon piracy and the
wrongs of their ecountrymen from Spain had
aroused all the fanaticizm of the Moors.

And from one of them we learn that other
people besides the English and French had
got ambitious of reaching Tim-

| M- mne guttan

buctoo, For this gentloman writos of Moroac's
. . Oaptain

lo a correspondent in London in takes

1594 that there had just arrived ITRRUERS
from Gago a caravan of Moows back gremt
with thirty mules laden with gold, ™" &
though the merchant adds that of seventeen
hundred men who left for Timbuctoo one-
third perished in the dosert from lack of
water, Arrived there, the nogroes tried to
defend themselves with the assegais and
poisoned arrows of which Leo speaks; but
their courage was of littlo avail against the
firelocks of the Maors, who took the town,
and from thenee procecded to Gago, whers
the inhabitants were slain so fast that thoy
woro fain to yield, and “to poy tribute by
the yere” That for Timbuctoo was “ sixty
quintals* by the yere, the goodness wheroof
you know. The report is that Mahomel,
brought with him such an infinite treasure as I
never heard of. It doth appear that they have
more gold than any other part of the world
beside, The King of Morocco is like to the
greatest prince in the world for money if he
keep this country —which, it may be added,
he did not do for long, except in name.

This is the first account we have of the
overthrow of the Songhai dynasty by Jouder
ou Zergon, “a Cohia of the Andalouzes,” or

* Taking the quintal at 112 lbs, avoirdupois—abouh
6,720 Ibs,
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Spanish Moors, who had marched against the
Soudan princes under the orders of Ahmed II,
El-Manssur, who, on accounst of the wealth he
won by the plunder of their cities, obtained
in his later yeurs the name of El-Deliobi,
or “the (olden,” a title Lestowed more than
130 years later on another Sultan of Moroseo,
The account is, no doulbt, substuntinlly correct ;
for in those days Timbuctoo and Jonné were
the centres to which inuch of the alluvial gold
of West Afvien convorged,

It wus with the echo of these stories ve-
sounding among the warehouses of Wupping

and the counting-houses of lom-

gk befell  ard Strect that certain merchants

aster ' X
Georgs i of London, forming themselves into
the good sitp & * Company of Adventurers,” des-
olaherine” patched Gieorge Thompson, a Bar-

bary merchant, on anerrand whieh,

hapless though it was, will for ever remain
momotablo as the first of the many to which it
gave birth. It wasa notable journey for geo-
graphy. Yet commercially the Cutherine, o
vessel of one hundred and twenty tons, with a
cargo valued at less than £1,860, was a humble
enough beginning for an entorprise which two
and & balf centuries Iater culminated in the
Royal Niger Company. The Gambia wos the
viver selected for exploration, Thompson’s
employers evidently inclining lo tho theory
that this was the seawnrd end of the river
known so long under the name of Niger
For this stroam, therefore, ho set sail in
1618, with instructions that as soon as the
water became too shallow he was to leave the
ship and continne his inland voynge in bonts,
Accordingly, lenving his vessel (p. 125) at o
Place callod Kasson, he rowed up stream for o
long distance, finding the natives very friendly,
much inclined for trade, and anxious for o
fnotory being established in their country,
Meanwhile news of a sad nisfortune reached
him. Far, during his absence, the Cutherine
had boen scized, and the erew mmrdered, by
gome Portuguese and mulattoes whom they
hod admitted on board.

It may be remembered that the former had
been for more than a century settled in this
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ot of Africa, and had begun to regard them-
selves us the rightful owners of the country,
though the English and other traders had
uever rocognised any such elaim.  Tn no way
discottraged by the loss of his vessel, Thomp-
son despatelied somne of his people to England
to inforn the Company of Lis bad luck, and,
al the samo time, to ask {for further remit-
tances. The London merchants were valiant
wen, for immediately the St John, a craft
of fifty tons, set sml, though uniortunately
artiving short-handed, owing to sovoral men
having been washed overbosrd, and at the
worst season for trade. Thompson sent her
back “with letters of further hope,” in the
meantime ascending the river with the cight
men he had with him and what goods had
been brought by tho last arvival,

This was tho last seon of the first explorer
of the Gambia, For on a third vessel, laxger
and better-found than any of its prodecessors,
renching the river next year, the first news
which the commander received was that
Thompson had been murdered early in the
spring. Rowing up the river with two white
men and several nogracs, he reached as high
as Tendn,* some soventy or eighty miles above,
where he wished to eonfer with a salt-trader,
widoly known in these tires by the name
of Buckar Sano. At Tonda, which was far
beyoud any point reached hitherto, he found
the merchant from home, having gone with a
trein of 300 salt-laden donkeys into the in-
torior, though ho learned that caravans from
Barlary frequented the district. Whether
this circumstance unduly elated Thoinpson,
who, being a Barbary morchant, was thero-
fore likely to do good business with these
poople, or the climato had affected his brain,
wo know not. The roports that renched
his countrymen were that he had treated, not
only the natives, but his own party, with such
intolerable hautour that quarrels broke out
with the lntter, and in one of them he was
slain. The frue facts were, however, never
known, for the survivors kept their own
counsel, and Thompson, like so wany other

* Koba Tendu of Park.
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traders, had committed nothing to writing, so
that in ease of his efieets boing seized by
vivals they <honld not benefit by his dis-
coverics All his talk Delore his death was,
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same manner that they had treated their
predecessors.

The captain of the last vessel sent to
sucrour  George Thompson was  Hichard
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THOMPSON LEAVING HIS VESSDL (p. 124

indeed, how host to fortify the river, build
costles and factories, and bar the upper part
of the stream agninst anyons who might wish
to follow in his track. And that theso pre-
cautions wera not unealled for is proved by
the fact that the Portuguese mongrels on the
tiver had been bribing some of the natives to
waylay and murder these pioncsrs after the

Jobson. We have no further parliculars re.
garding this famous name in the
annals of Wost Afriean discovery,
except that he was a native of Lon-
don, buf whether he hnd been
alrveady in the Guines trade is not readily to
be ascertained from the narratives to which
his nane is attached. His first voynge was &

The inland
voyage of
Captain.
Richard
Jebzon,
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failure; for though he went up the river as
far as Tenda, and scized a boat containing the
effects of Hector Nunez, who was considered
the ringleador in the destruction of the
Catherime, his cfforts wore thwarted by tho
jenlousy of cortain persons on board whe were
in the intorest of n faction anong hiy em-
ployers at home. These latter, pertneated with
the Guild jeslousy of the time, were, it seoms,
annoyed thet any adventurers save ordinary
traders should have been admitted into the
Company, and so, to discourage the newcomers,
thoy managed to man the vessel with their own
crentures, and to conjoin with them as super-
cargo “one Low,” who by his spite and
meddlosoweness rendercd the voyage a lass
instead of the success it might have been.
However, the story which Jobson has to
tell is one of the most interesting in those
early tales of adventuro, and, as the first
enmnest atterupt to reach the gold countries
of the Upper Niger and the famous city of
Timhuetoo, is worthy of being re-told. Leaving
Gravesend in 1620 with two vessels, one of
200 and the other of 50 tons, he sniled up the
Gambia, siriving at the place called Kasson,
governed by o Portuguoese, and inhabited by a
large warlike population. But as soon as
the vessel heaved in sight the Portuguose
fled, after offering high Ibiibes to the negrocs
to ontrap and destroy this expedition in the
same way that they had fallen upon that in
the Cutherine. Procecding still farther up
tho river, the English adventurers ariived at
derakonds, where two of Thompson's men
were met with. At Oranto the factory which
his predeeessor had built was reached. And
here the expedition was visited by Summa
Tumba, & blind chief subject to the King of
Kantara. This magnate was profuse in his
compliments, and, the object of his flattory
being produced, procecded without further
loss of time to *dvown his wits in the ugue
vite we brought him.” Brandy, indeed, oven
at that enrly date, ag, unfortunately, {0 8 very
recent poriod, was one of the prime articles of
trade along the Guinea Coast, and even as far
. Imto the iutarior as the trader-cxplorers had
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renched. It wos tho first thing that the
people who crowded round Jobson's party
asked for in exchange for prodnce, and those
who had nothing to sell begged lor it as a gift.
But the people from the interior always asked
for salt. It wns their currency, their standurd
of luxury, & rich man being one who “ate
salt  with his food” and hence without
this commodity the “golden joys” which
filled Captain Jobson’s imagination were not
capablo of realisation. For among the cargo
there was not ocnough, which shows how
blindly the early tinders were groping in
the dark the moment they left the coast.
But even this circumstance did not doter
those stout-honrted pivncers of African ox-
ploration.  Pilots, it is not necessary (o add,
were in those days us little known ag charts,
and soon after leaving Oanto the dangers of
the vapidly shoaling river were increascd by
the difficulty of obtaining provisions, and of
doing lusiness in & barren country where
villages were few and wild animals propor-
tionately nunevous. The fiat regions had
now long been left behind, and a moun-
tainous country is mentioned as among the
features seen from the deck. Hippopotami
wore s0 common that the places where they
cane ashore to feed were “ heaten with tracks
as large us a London highway” At Barre-
konda, the first platean which indicates the
old sen-const (p. 16) was marked by cata-
racts that prevented a frec passage into the
interior. However, by winding through nariow
side-ways they passed round the rocks, and
though the tide was no longer with them, and
they had to stem the increasing curront of
the river, they managed to make some headway
with their craft. Owing to the rocks, never-
theless, they could not sail during the night,
while the terrible heat of the sun prevented
them from dragging the boat except for a
fow hours in the cool of the morning and the
ovening. Shoals and sand-hanks now became
more ond more frequent, and as it was often
necessary to entor the water to ease oft the
croft from places on which it grounded, the
men were in momentery fear of being seized
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CAPTAIN JOBSON'S TALE.

Ly the swarms ot crocodiles that lwked
under the banks or swamn abouf in the open
stroan.

Myriads of mosquitoes added to their
torments, and every night thoy were kept
awake with roming of lions and other wild
anials in & land where, cven at that period,
“least was mote ancl mozre and man wes less
and less” Everything was new to them, as it
was new to the rest of tho world—the dense
jungle, the insects that hummed through it,
the goudy-hued parrots, which the noiso of
the firelocks sent in swarming flocks out of
the glossy-hued foliage.  Monkeys, then little
known in Europe, swung themselves from the

branches to starc at the unwonted sight of

white men rowing wearily againsi the stroam,
while inge flocks of buboons are deseribed by
them as trooping through the nnderbrush,
NMilling the air with strange cries, exeopt whon
“one greal voice would cxalt itself and tho
rest were hushed.” Even at night, as they
lay awake in fenr of the wild beasts that
hod come out of their lairs, the myriads of
fire-flies sparkling among the trees wore to
them as strange as the iridescent beetlos axd
tho gaudy-winged butterflies that met their
eyes during the day, wearied with the mono-
tony of date-palm, silk-, cotion-, india-
rubber- and baobab-trces  One day, walking
alung the bank, Jobson emme upon “sixteen
great elephanis hard by him.” He discharged
his piece at them, but, fortunntely for him,
did not wound any, otherwise, instead of the
frightened animals rushing off in terroy, the
bold mariner might not have lived to tell his
tale. .
Crocodiles, in knots of twenty or thirty,
would glare at the voyagers with greedy oyes,
greatly to the terror of the negroes in the
party. Towards break of day these raptiles—
some of which “ were thirty feet” long—*would
call ono to another, much resemibling the
sound of & deep woll, and might be onsily
heard a league.” Against these brutes the
firelocks of the inexperienced sailors would,
in any case, have been of little avail But
tho muskots of those daring venturers into the
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wilds of Afrira were in such bud condition
that they were uscless for obtaining even o
sufficient supply of lvod, though deer and
birds were plentiful in the woods, inissing fire
Jjust as frequently as not, What made mattors
worse, the natives from whom they had
hitherto been able to buy, or to obtain as gifts,
supplies of elephams’ flesh, yung, no doubt,
and other country produce, wete nowhero lo
be scen, In vain did the cxplorers aseend o
high mountain in hope of secing some village,
Buy “deserts replenished with wild Leasts”
were the burden of the reports brought back
to the indefatigable commander of this chase
after wenl(h.

At lost, nently eight weeks alter beginning
the river voyage, first by ship, then by pin-
nace, and finally by shallop, the hill of
Tenda appeared in sight, and a request was
despatehed lo the Mandingo king and to
Brekar Sano, the black merchant, that they
would come with o supply of provisions, The
merchant soon appenred, not only with the
provisions, but with one of his wives and
daughtera and n troop of forty sttendants,
Brandy being one of the aticles which had
not been given out, tho native trader was
rogaled with it in such immoderation that he
lay for the whole night “dend drunk” on
board the boat. Warned, however, by this
result of his inexperionced toping, he never
permnitted himsolf Lo transgress again, mainly
because it enabled the white man to make
the best of a bargain, Beef, mutton, and
poultry were now cheap and sbundant, and a
brisk traffic begon. Salt, however, was tho
only Europoan commodity at all in demand,
while slaves were “the trade” upon which
the natives set the highest price. But just
then Coptain Jobson was more concerned
about gold than serfs, though he aftected
indifference on the subjoct that was upper-
most in his mind. A small quantity wag
produced, and then when the natives saw—
what they were doubtless on the watch
for—that the white man valued it, they
launched into inflated descriptions of the
obundance in which it oxisted and of the
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“JONKEYS BWUNG THOMSCLVES TROXN
THE BRANCHLS " (p. 127).

splendour of the countrics from which it
was brought.

Buckar Sano was ovon ready to affim
that he had beon in a city the roofs of
Adtywitn which wero coverod with gold, but

bt wther . that it was along way south—ut the
wanders.  digtance of four moons, A four

months’ journey to men who had already had o
two months’ struggle with hunger, toil, the cur-
rent, rosquitoes, and the heat, was not readily
to be executed, though on socond thoughts,con-
sidering the slowrate at which Africans travel,
Jobson began to think that not improbably
this Bl Dorade might bo much nearer than
the cunning middleman would fain make him
bolieve.  Meanwhile, the news of whites
having arrived spread far and near, uptil in a
few days the village was filled with wvast
crowds of people impelled thither either by
curiosity or by the desire of bartering with
the strangers. Many of them had never

seen o white man lefore, and firearms
# being equally novel to them, the nows

flew abroad that the strangors eonld kill
game, and possibly human beings also, with
thunder. Tn o few days a littlo town of
Looths, built of Lranches, grew up aronnd
Jobsow’s cawnp, until the place, which before
his arrival had been a lonely wasie, was noisy
with the din and the chaiter, the drumming
and daneing, of » negro town. Among the
latest arrivals wore some five hundred people
from the opposite bank of the viver. These
barberiens appear to have come from o long
distance, and had mnot hitherto had any
relations with civilisation. Men and women
allce were clothed only with the skins of
wild animals girt about them, “the tails
hanging as from the beasts” None of them
were very hold in the presence of the
English snilors, and the women, until they
gained contidence onongh to deel with them,
ran and hid themnselves in the bushes on the
approoch of any of the whites But by-and-
by that eagerness for traffic whick is the most
hopeful of all the negro characteristics that
tend townrds
the ultimate
civilisation of
Africa, im-
pelled them
to ask for salt
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n exchange
for hides and
ivory, These
follk woro un-
dor the com-
mand of a
tributary of

\“\?ﬁ,; :f Jﬂa’ﬁ\

| (Y AP

i (b the King of
o Kontara Dol
soon there

BANANAS (aluse supientun). N
arrived  a
much more important contingent under the
King of Jallakotts, now a walled town of 250
huts, but then evidently a much more ini-
portant place, tributary to the “ great King of
Wali,” & Moslem potentato whoso capital—
Meding, or “the City"—lay some distance to
the south, This chief was surrounded by
“his juddies, or fiddlers,” musicians, or min-
strels, who follow grest folk for the
purpose of celebrating their achieve-
ments, or amusing them by singing
songs, to the accompaniment of instru-
mants, in praise of thomselves or their
oncestars, Falling in with the humour
of the ceremonious folk nround him,
Jobson now procesdoed to invest Buckar
Sano with the style and dignity of
“white man’s aleahade* and merchant,”
putting a string of crystal heads round
* Al Kaid, or officer, o title picked up from
the Moors,
9
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his neek and o silver chain neross his broast,
while & cup of brandy was the material proof
of the office being not withont its advantages

in the way ol solace, and » salvo of five

mushets the final confivmation of the

new dignity  Among the varied arrivals

were some people from  Tombalknuds,
which Jobson suppused was Timbukiu, though
in reality it is o place not far from the
CGambia A marabous, or holy man, who had
known Thompson also amived, offoring to
conduet the Englishinen to Monbar and Jaye,
of which he was a native, il only they could
get past that part of the river, the system of
widdlomen—ono distriet oxacting from those
above it the right of doing Lusiness with
thoso Jower down—being then, s now, one of
the principal obstaclos in the way of the trader
and explorer.  For it is the fear of the white
ruan reaching the interior countrics, and thus
trnfticking direetly with the people in that
quarier, that has again and again prevented
tho jealous races nearer the coast from per-
mitting them o free passage to the castward,

Buckar Sano did not, however, intermit his
allentions or his cordiality. Tndced, his
cordinlity was increased since he had been
appointed ¢ English merchant” with a per-
contage on cvery transnciion, and now, after
he had for the present picked
the marinors pretty clean, he
invited them to the king’s
residence to witness o
poculiar ceremony, They
found his sable majesty
scatod before & fire of

KOLA RUTS (Ferculio suminiia),
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reeds with his grandees aboul him.  Buckar
Sano joined the cirele, but in a strange guiso,
For he stripped himself naked and lay down
ot full length on’the ground beforo his
sovereign, whereupen “divers Marybouts"—or,
as we would say, marabouts—collected euxth
and covered him entively over, Sane, whilo
in this position, teok up a quantity of carth
and threw it into Jobsen’s lap, after which he
orose and, stepping a littlo aside, clrossed
bimselt in his bost clothes, Then he and his
attendants, alter making a pretence of shooting
with & bow and arrow, came and Inid their
weapons before the Englishmen, explaining
after oIl was over thal the purport of these
formalities was to signify that the King had
made over to Jobson, Tenda and the entire
conntry round about, at the price of a gallon
of the best brandy, which the mariner paid,
not without some doubt in his own mind
whether his new dominion would ever return
to him in hard coin as much as the strong
wuter had cost in London town; though, in
sooth, the sites of a good many cities of the
New World have been purchased from the
Indians for an oven smaller equivalent in
ardent spirits. But land was not what Captain
Jobson hungered after. He longed for gold,
and for Gogo and Timbuctoo, of which he had
read in Master Pory’s translation of Leo the
African, and in the letfer sent to Anthony
Dassel, of London, by Laurence Madoc, the
English merchant in Moroceo. He had every
day on his voyage up the Gambia—which,
like 8o many others, he took to be the Nigor—
expected to see the glittering minarets, and
perhaps the golden roofs, of Timbuctoo,
though, had he paid proper attention to Leo’s
words, he would have known that the houses
in that pity were, ns many of them are still,
. simply thatched with reeds,

But the scason was now getting late, He
was out of goods fit for trade, and had all
along been short of salt, which was what the
natives were most in nood of Moreover, the
river was goiting no longor easily navigable.
Rocks, and shonls, and sand-banks were
becoming disagreenbly frequent, as many o
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navigator since his day has lemrni to his
cost, For Deyond the part to which he
reached, namely, what is now known as the
mouth of the Nerico River, vesscls drawing
1more than three foet of water cannot proceed,
“shallows, sands, and rapid currents oceurring
in every reach, and navigation being extreniely
diffieult.”* Beyond Yarbutenda the influence
of the tide ceases, and even at that paxt it
is searveely noticeabls. Accordingly declining,
very reluctantly, the marabouts offor to conduct
him to the golden cities of the further interior,
Jobson took advantage of the ecwrent to
return to Barrakonda, which he reached in
six days, or about half thoe timo it had taken
him to ascend, though part of the way waa
by land, chasing and wounding an elephant
as they passed through the woods, and wit-
nessing, as they loitered in the villages by
the banks, many curious customs now quite
familiar to the world, but at that time not so
nmich 28 heard of by Europeans,

Fires wore lighted under every largo tree, and
in those days as in ours, the noise of “shouts and
drums, and cowntry musie, the roaring, shout-
ing, and dancing, ” dinned the travellers' ents
all night long. Mumbo Jumbo appeared to
tervify evil-doers, much to the indignation of
honest Jobson, who intimated his intention
to discharge his musket at the first « horey,”
or devil, who might try his pranks in his
presence, a throat that had so salutery effect
that the psendo-demon foll down in terror,
speechless even to beg for mercy, though on
being stripped he turned out to be a stout
negro (p. 182). “The devil” was not ungrate-
ful for.the Briton's clemency. For on arviving
at o place colled Pompetane, to which he
had sent no messags, Jobson found a dinner
provided for him, the hostess having obtained
her information that the travellors were on the
road from the “horey,” who, no doubt, had
rn swiftly ahead by paths unknown to
strangers. But Jobson, who, in spite of his
bluff courage, was not above the superstitions.

* ¢ Coyrespondemee rolating to the Recent Expedition to

the Upper Gambia, under Administrator V. Gonldshury,
M.D,” (Pralinmentary Blus Book), with maps, 1881,
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of his class, was rathor staggered by what he
regnrded as & display of supernatural power
on the poert of an impostor whom he had
so recently been ridiculng,

At Sctico he et many Mohammnedan
merchents, This, ot thai time, was the
highest point to which the Portuguese had
carvied their trade in slaves, salt, and gold,
Hero he witnessed the funeral of a leading
marabout—much gold was biied with him,
for use in Paradiso—and had a proof about
tho sume time of the rigidily with which thoe
black Mohammedans obeyed the tenets of
their falth. Ono of the was nearly drowned
in o whirlpool, and taken out in a stato
apparently of total insemsibility. Yet on
brandy being applied as o restorative he
closed his lips firmly against its entrance, and
on recovering the first words which he
engerly asked, were whether he had swal-
lowed any portion of the detestable liquor
forbidden by the Prophet, declaring that he
would rather have died than that the smallest
drop of it should have passed his throat.
This circumstance satistied the voyagers, who
had so recently witnessed drunken orgies on
the upper river among the heathen, that aven
the creed of “falsc Mahound ” was not without
its elevaling influence on the people who had
adopted it.

Recovering tho pinnace which thoy had
left here, tho party then sailed down the
river. But before doing so, they were in
tmminent peril from hippopotami, swarms of
which still abounded to such an extent, that
one stove in the boat so badly that it was
with difficulty the leak could be stopped in
time for the crew to reach the bank,

At Knssan, where the ship had been left,
thoy found a sad tele of misfortunes awaiting
them. The master and the greater part of
the crow had died of the country fever, and
of the remminder not' more than four re-
mained in & condition fit for work. Knowing,-
therefore, apart from the fact that he was
imperfectly supplicd with articles of barter,,
that it would be impossible for him to remain
any longer in the Gambia with profit to his
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employers, Jobson utilised what strength still
remained to hoist the anchor and sail with
all speod for Ingland,

In London he seemns not to have met with
the warmost recoption Ho had to tell of
cheap slaves and abundent ivory, gold in the
intexior,"which he dirl not reacl, elephants as
“fearofull as forest stagges” and much more
numerous, sirange grains, bauanas, lermons
and oranges, palm-trees nud palm-wine, Kols
nuts,* which, though Dbitter in themselves,
made water “tasto like white wine or sugar,”
and so valuable that fifty would buy a slave.
Thon Captain Jobson piled up his periods on
the subject of lions and ounces, of civet cats
and baboons, which travelled, he said, in hords
of three and four thonsand under the lender-
ship of the largest, like an aruiy on the march,
with vanguard and rearguard, the chattering
of many voices hushed when “one great
voice oxalts itsolf,” and which formed an arbour
in the waorls “for their daneing end disport,” so
cunningly faghioned that it looked as if
made by the honds of man. TDut neither
these, nor wild bulls nor wild boars, and
antelopes, not to speak of “beasts unknown ”
and trees not one of which he could call
“by an English name,” chormed the mer-
chants on Sir Thomas Gresham’s bourse,
who had evory day in that dawning of a new
age the opportunity of listening to mariners
who had come from the Indies and Afrien
and from Amcricn with tales quito as
strange.

Tho smiths, who were held next in csteem
to the makers of gewgnws and chmrms and
horse-gear, looked more promising. They
might be utilised in connection with commnerse,
And then for the first time London hoard a

* Also calle] Gurn nuts, the seeds of Steredlia
acwmanale. They contain an alkaloid skin to that in tea
ond coffeg, and are still so highly valued i the Soudan
that no gifh is more ncosptable. In times of searcity one
will buy a slave. The nntives profess to be able to with-
stand hanger, thirst, sleep, and exhaustion by chowing
‘tham, though thew power of clarifymg water is not more
than that of any other mucilaginons seeds. They aro now
imported, and made into various preparmtions, the ralue
of which is doubtful
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good deal about the Mandingoes and Fulahs
or Pulhs—“n tawny people much like to
those vagrants among us ealled Egyptians "—
who pastured their cattle on the nountain

. tops duwring the rainy sesson, and in the
. river valleys when the weather was dry,
" fighting & bard. fight. againss the. wild beasts
», which, at & period before the natives had
 obtained firearms, were bold to_the point of

'x—»c"t .-
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; : OAPTAIY JOBSON AND THE PS&EUDO-DEMON (7. 10).

howlmg &]1 night on the outmde of the
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cirele of fires within which the stock were
collected. The Mandingoes, who were negroes,
which the Fulahs (p. 12) were not, worked
scarcely any except during the itwo inonths

of sced-time and harvest.
The wowmen were, as they
atill are, the bondwomen
ond domestic drudges,
who never ate with their
husbands, but approached
them kneeling  Being
many of them Moham-
. medans, a8 wore iho
Fulehs, polygamy was

. the rule, though even

the Moslems had to
limit, their uxorious

G e ity

propensities to four wives, while the pagans'
establishment wes restricted solely by the
pover to purchase brides from thoir ‘parents,
and td pay the-'king the commission he-
demended as part of his Giril List on every
trensaction of this kind, Matrings by foree,



THE TALE OF CLAUDE JANNEQUIN.

which is one of the inost ancient of cere-
monies, and prevails to this day in an
almost meaningless form even aniong civilised
people, Was then the rule. The bride was
attacked by ono party and stoutly defended
by snother, though
this was a mere formality,
ginee the former never
failed to prevail in the
end and corry off the
wife to her husband.
All this, however, did AR
not interest the keon

BRITISH TRADING POST AT

CAPE JUBY . 'T'HE OABTLE,

London merchants. They were more con-
cerned when he told of the salt which was
brought from the coast, carried into the
interior on donkeys, and exchanged for gold,
slaves, and Kola nuts, in much the sarne way
that had been described more than a hundred
years before. But, unfortunately, Bichard
Jobson brought back lLittle gold or ivory,
and no slaves; and Koln nuts, which nowa-
dnys are articles of commerce, were in the
reign of King James I nothing moro than
natural curiosities. They were not saleable,
and the merchants not having despatched
him simply to bring back the materiels for
o pleasant tale of travel, seen to have lost
henrt. Accordingly, though they numbered
smong them names as famous in the onnals
of early enterprisc as Sir Thomas Button and
Sir William St. John, the moneyed men clo-
spaired. The “ Gentlemen Adventurers” were
willing to go on; but the ordinary traders,
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jealous of people from the Court end of
London prymg into their miysteries, did all
they could to discourage any outsiders or
interlopors from trying their fortune in any
similar speculation.

This poncer effort to

TRADELRS AT CAPE JUBY.

OQASTLE AND FACTORY IN THE DISTANCL.

open up Afiica, therefore, cued of discounrage-
ment, and Captain Jobson's name appears
no more in the annals ot African discovory.®
At no poried did Prester John oceupy &
great deal of the Frenchman's mind. The
subjects of his Most Christian Ma- gnetatetold
1 ’ 1 . by Olauds
Jesty were nover 'qulte 80 eager t_o 1 anequin,
Ppropagate the Faith as those of his Sleur do
Very Faithful brother of Portugsl, sesseas
and, it may be added, by no means Frenchuen
so ruthless as those of His Catholic Majesty of
Spein when they did send missionaries into
% #The Golden Trade; or, the Discovery of the River
Gambre, and the Golden Trade of the Ethiopeans. Also
the Commercs with a Great Black Morchant oalled Buokar
Sano, and his Report of the Honses Covered with Gold,
and other Strange Ohservations, for the Good of our awn
Oountry. Setdown a8 they ware Collected in travelling
part of the years 1620 and 1621, by Richmad Jobson,
Gent” (1628): “A True Relation of Mr, Richard
Johson's Voyege, employed by Sir Willism St. John,

Knight, and others, for the Discovaty of the Gambra,”
 Purchag his Pllgrimes,” vol. ii,, p, 1567,
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forcign parts. The light-henrled Celtic raco
wers alwuys more inelined to fraternise with
the natives of any land to which they came
than to convert or oxterminate, o even to
kidnap themn. 1t iy, therefore, not very
probable that Clande Jannequin, Sieur do
Rochloxt, fired one day in the yonr 1637 witha
longing (o explore Afvica, by the sight of a
vessol in Dieppe Tlarbour bound for that
continent, troubled bis bhead concerning
the Christian Fperor. A youth of good,
even aristocratic, family, he had been what
in o lator day came to be called a seapegiace.
He Lad accompanicd the Fronch Ambassador
to England, in what capacity we are not told,
but had left his sorvice intending to seck his
fortume abroad, and was strolling along Dieppe
quay when ho saw a vessel preparing to heave
her pnchor.  Inquiring ol some monks, they
told him that she was bound “for Sanaga, in
Africa, near Cape de Vordoe” Instantly he
declared that e would go. In vain the good
men tried to dissuade the wayward youth
from his resolution, for before the sails were
sprea the Siewr do Rochiort was entersd on
the ship's book as a soldicr, performing the
duties of captain’s clerk, Tt was not a lofty
post from which to write his namo on the
blank places of the earth, But Providence
does its work by strange ngents. Cortes, he
remewberud, was n briefless barrister, Balboa a
banlrupt huxter, and the world was still ring-
ing with the fame of a Spanish swincherd who
had conquered Peru. Tt might, perchaneo,
be that a like future was in stove for the lad
who was leaving France on one of the many
migsions that the still untrodden world had
then in keeping for the adventurous,

The destination of the ship was the Senegal
River, and, in order to build some small bark
suited for ascending it beyond the limits or
what had then been the ordinary navigation,
thoy landed on the coast of the Sahara, to tho
north of Cape Blanco, What, except extreme
ignowance, could have tempted thetn to select
this part of Africa for such a purpose it is
hard to imagine, A brond belt between the
fartile North and the tropieal South,
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it is the sandiest, the driest, mosi barren
region in all Africa, though with well-watered
valleys herc and there, inhabited by wandering
tribos, pasturing flocks, enltivating a little
grain, or living on the produce of the date-
treos round their white-washed villages.
Bul, there are no harbours worthy of the namo,
und the people bear so invidious a reputation
for seizing and keeping in slavery those who
land or are driven on their coast, that
tradlers give this treachorous shore a wide
berth.  Even yot thore ave only two
settloments on it, tho British trading-post
on a ridge of rocks off Cape Juby (p. 1883)
and the rival one huilt by the Spaninds
al Rio del Oro, which was inlended to check-
mate it.  But the latter is » forlomn
establishment, virtually abandoned sineo the
peoplo were attacked and some of them
murdered by the predatory Arab and Borbor
nomads, while that at Cape Juby, though
more fortunate, has more than onec had to
bear the brunt of a like hostility on the part
of those who rogard themselves as the rightful
lords of the soil, and look upon the Infidel with
thoabhorrence bred of twelveeenturios ofignor-
ance and [anaticism, It was on this treeless,
havenless coast that Captain Lambert, of the
Dieppe Expedition, landed in the winter of
1637, for the purpose of building river-crafl,
a convenience for which, of all others, it
was the worst suited.  This impression the
masiners were not, long in imbibing ; anything
more desolate than the conniry about Cape
Blanco it is hard to comeceive, The soil
is sand, and the sand everywhere so soft
that it is impossible to flounder through
it for fifty paces without being exhausted.
Wood and water thore are none, and in vain
did they sink wells in the loose drifts in search
of the latter. The appearance of a handful
of natives who, impelled by curiosity or the
desire for plunder, crept ont from beyond the
sandhills bore unmistakablo testimony in their
wild lean, woebegone appesranceto the poverty
of the land. It was, however, impossible to in-
duce them to approach, fearing, no doubt, and
with renson, the good faith of the whites, with
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whom their relations had hitherto been that
of stealing or being stolon, kidnapping or
being kidnapped.  But as they wore ready to
barter tho ish which they shot with arrows
for the brandy, tobeeeo, and Dbiseuit of the
sailors, tho nrlicles offerod in exchange were
laid down at a safo distance between the
contracting parties ; the natives, on their part,
tuking them up and leaving fish in their place,
decampod to n distance (p. 136). A long stay
here proving unprotitable, as no timber was to
bo had, and no provisions oxcopt dried fish and
maize, ono bark only was Dbuilt of wood
Dbrought from France. Tho vessel, which lad
all the time being rolling in the ofting, the
men landing with difficulty through tho wall
of swef that ix continually breaking on thiy
coast, then bore up for the Senegal,

This viver disputed at that dato with the
Gambia for the distinetion of being the
soaward end of the Niger. We
now know that all thoso rivers
arvise in common with some of
Sierrn Leone in a hilly country not [ar from
each other. DBut in those days all was
vague for more than a few milos from
their mouths, Formed by the union of
two streams so large that ot their con.
fluence at Bafulabé, the Bafing, or Black
River, is 1,475 feet broad, and the Bakhoy, or
White River, 800 foet, this united siream,
receiving many importent tributaries, flows for
o thousand miles through what is known as
the French colony of Senegal and the region
of Sencganbia, more or less navigablo for the
grenter part of its course, until below Meding
it presents a series of great reaches that
continue to the sea. Unlike the Niger and
the southern rivers, it doos not cresp into
the Atlantie through a vast mud-formed
delta, but is now deflected along the coast by
the drifting sand-duncs that form a narrow
barrier between it and tho sea.

But navigation on the Sencgal is always
precarious, In the rainy season therc is too
much water and the plains of the lower
river are for miles nothing but immense
morshes that, when the hot weather comas,

The Senegal
and its
couree,

135

breathe forth malarin. Then Lake Cayor, on
the right bank of the Lower Senegal, and Lake
Tanielnl on the left, recoive the overtlow of the
river, constituling, as did Lake Meris in
anciont times for the Nile, and the Lake of
Cambodia at the present: day for the Mekong,
vast veserve besins from which a supply is
drawn in the long poriod of dronght. For
months in succession Luke Cuyor forms the
only drinking-pond for the wild beasis ol the
surronnding country. Thither they resort—
or did resort—in crowds, and it is a sight
thet does a hunter's hearl good to soe
lions, elephants, leopards, panthers, ounccs,
cheetahs, hycnas, lynxes, givaffes, gozellos,
antelopes, monkeys, aul jackals, all impollod
by thirst, hieing to its edgo to dvink, just
as during the senson of flood they tako refuge
in the same tree, a comumon tlangor renclor-
ing them, if not “ wondrous kind,” ot least
tolerant of each other’s society (p. 137).

The river itself and its tributaries during
the rainless months, owing to the scantinoss
of its sources and the steepness ol its upper
gourse, combined with the rapid ovaporation
that sots in as soon as the torrential rains cease
{o fall, would speodily dry up in the inland
parts of Senegal were it not for the natural
doms, Sand ridges and rock barviers
cross its bed, and behind those ledges the
water accumulates in deep reaches, so thal
though troublesome transhipments are ncoes-
sary between reach and reach—some of these
difficulties being overcome by tho railway now
in course of construction between Khayes and
the Niger—it is quite possiblo for vessels of
very light draught to navigate theriver even at
the driest pexiod. But it isonly from the 1st of
August to the st of October that the river
is open as far as Medina to vesscls not drawing
more than eight feet. At Bakel, below the
confluence of the Falemé—which flows through
Bambuk—the river is navigable till the 1st of
Deceniber, from Bakel to Saldé between the
15th of July and the 15th of December, and
from Mafu to the sea, a distance of 215 miles,
ships sail all the year round *

* Henriques: “ Les Colonies £ranqaises,” vol v., pp. 6371,
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Dut in 1637, and for many a year aftor-
wards, little ol this was known The facts
aceummulated  gradually, and wero often
scquired at & cost of life, and sutienng, and

oA
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Dioppe (p 44) were said to have dis-
covared the river 1 1360, and the Portuguese
had some trading-posts on 1ts lower reaches
m tho fiftcenth century, when tho Siear de

W Y e
e

UAP1ATN LAMBDBT BARTERING WITH THE NATIVLS NDAR CAPE BLANCO (p 185,

money, and the disappointments thet
make the hearts of men biter, hard to be
understood. by the reader who has lightly
rkimmed the fow lines into which the result
of two centuries and a half of toil has been
compressed. Yot though the nawgators of

Rochfort and his corapamons entered it
there were no white men either to welcome
or to oppose them. All was strange and
new—plants and animals and peoples. They,
or some of them, had read Leos sccount of
the river, and might have wondered, if this
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was the Niger, that more water did not pour
seaward from a river that drained such a
brond arean of Africa, However, even this
form of doubt did not. come te more scientific
geographers for genorations afterwards. Thoy
were bunoyad up by expecting at every
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could have helped business, to vouch for the
gables also being built of the same attractive
metal,

As they asconded the river between the
walls of forcst that eame down to the
water's edge, they were struck with admiration

ANIMALS RESORTING TO LAKE CAYOR TO DRIMNK (p. 181),

bend of the current to see Timbuctoo and
Gogo, or some of the golden-roofed houses
that the black rncrchant had described to
Richard Jobson ; and no doubt the ambassa-
dors from “the Damel and the Brak,”* who
arrived almost as soon as they had crossed
the bar, were ready, if their affrmation

* The supreme sovereign snd his deputy.

at the perpetusl verdure of the tropical
jungle, and at the beutiful birds, unknown
to naturalistst that disported themsclves

+ Adanson was the first naturalist to break the soil in
thus virgin ground. He vanted the river hanks, a little
way from the ses, during 1749-53. His *‘Histohe
Naoturelle du Benegwl” (1757) has not been displaced
from its eminence as an onginal nuthority by the many
resenrches thot hava been made sinea.
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among the branches of the strange trees. All
the woods echoed with unwonted noises.

Avirgin Every sound was heard with distnet-

nver.  ness in the vast solitude. Nothing
bul weleome greeted thorn, tho chiefs and
the people vying with cach other in their
eagerness to traffic with the white men.
Jalotfy, ond Tulahs, snd Mohaminedan
negroes were alike ready to do business with
thom or to exhibit the national sports for
their amusemont, One of the most notable
of these was performed by a potentate whomn
the navigators describo as the * Kamalingo,”
or “ King of the Moors of Barbary"—a Mos-
lem sovereign frow the Upper River no doubt,
or possibly the leader of the caravans from
Marocco—who undertook to vanquish a licn
in single combat. On the day appointed tho
Frenchmen, in order to be out of haim’s way,
took their places in the trees surrounding the
extomporised cireus. This Kamalingo then
monnted on horseback and, armed only with
threo javeling and a Moorish sword, actually
slew the savage brute withoul sustaining
moro damage than o slight wound in his
leg,

“Most of the people with whom they came
in contact scem to have been Mohammedans,
terribly in awe of the marabouts, who sold
them grisgris, or charms, consisting of an
ineantation or prayer written in Aralic on
bits of paper, but otherwise not vory strict
observers of the Koran. But their Moham-
medanism was marked in one respect. Unlike
the Gambia people, they did nol demand
brandy either as & gift or as an article of
barter, Iron bars, Rouen linen, red and blue
friezo, sugar, silver bracelets, combs, looking-
glasses, knivos, beads, crystal and paper,
with just a little grog if the receiver were
not one of the Faithful, were the usual
ayticles in demond, while ox-hides, the
sking of wild beasts, ivory, gum-arabic,
ostrich. feathers, ambergris, and gold were
what wns mainly given in exchange The
heat was, however, vory trying and, slecping
or waking, the mosquitoes, which they called
“ marignons,” tortured the voyagers both on
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the wator and when they landed to stretch
their legs in the many.echood woods. The
dlews were, morcover, so heavy that “whoever
sleeps overnight with his stomach bare
would infallibly die next day.” The ship's
company were busily employed in wmeking
end burning bricks to bmild a house, un-
loading the goods to pay the customs or
“dash” to the four kings who controlled tho
trade of the river, or in making a ufl on
which to receive “ the trade” that was arriv-
ing from tho up-river country. Othors wore
sent into the wools to hunt stags and wild
boars, while asixth party were oceupied in
digging the foundalion of the [hetory that
is so notable o landinark in the history of
French colonisation, Tor this houso formod
the first pormanent sottlement of the French,
and it may, therefore, be rogrrded as the
mde beginning of the colony of Senegal.
Finally, as the ship was anchored outside the
bar, the remainder of the men were busily
at work taking the cargo to her in their
little Sahara-built bark. In the meantime,
good water wag hard to obtain, snd while the
masons were striving to find 2 foumda-
tion in the oozy soil, the doeadly climate
of the river mouth was beginning to play
havoe with their health, so that they were
glad to begin the inland voyage in the bark,
trading as they sailed up the stream. At
Terjer Rougs, 210 miles above where St
Louis now stands, the Frenchmen fonnd it
diffiult to proceed any farthor. Then the
mariners Teturned, plonsed to escape out of a
land whero the people were either Moslems or
pogans, who believed in charms, and creditad
the devil with helping them to write Avabie.
For Jannequin, though a roving blade, was
& good Catholic, and saw all men and all
things through the speetacles of his ereod, Nor
was his geography much 1nore enlightened,
sinee ho relatos little regarding the interior
with which we were not already acquainted,
ot which was bettor than a réchaufé of
what he had read. But the expedition in
which he took part must for ever romain
fainous in the annals of Afriean exploration
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in so far that it was the first to reach the
limits of unimpeded navigation in the
Senegal, or Sanaga, 8s it was then called,
which was regarded by him os a branch
of the Niger.

Their voyage home was more eventful than
their stay in Africa. For on the island of
St. Vincent, then uninhabited, they rescued
the crew of a French ship, who had for
weeks been living on tortoises; and thoy
themselves fared so badly that, before they
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reached Dieppe, what with contrary winds
and fear of the Dunkerkers, who wore
harrying the coest, which made them wait
until they could find consorts to share the
danger of the passage, thoy wore so re-
duced by hunger as to sell the clothes
off their backs in order to bLuy food for
their stomachs.*

* Jannequin . “ Voyage de Lybie an Royaume de
Senega le long du Niger, description des habitants qui
sont le lon de ce flouve, lenr coutumes, eto.” (1613,)




CHAPTER VIL

Tur TrAVELS oF ANDRE BRUE, GENERAL OF THE RovaL SENEGAL CoMPANY,

The Arrivel of André Brie as Director of the Royal Senegal Company—llis Character—Begins to Ascend the
Senegal—bdlorfl Island and its Swarms of Elephants, Lions, Monkeys, Crocodilos, and Ilippopetami~The
Fulahs—The Siratik's Court—A Voysge towards Galam—A Man-eating Lion—A Flight of Loeusts—A
Congress of Monkeys—A Bee King—A (ivil War and a Smly Soversign—Loose-living Mohamnedans—
The Felu Cataract—News of Timbuoctoo—Changes in the Country since this Early Voyape-—Alterations
in the Chavactor of the People since Janneguin's Visit—Lust for Brandy—Begging--Dostly Gifts—A
Curious Traffio in Bilge-water—An Overland Journey to Cachao—Jews in Disguise—Society at Vintain—A.
Trader-missionary—A. Spanish Geotleman with Negro Murals—The Flups—Cachuo and ita Munmers—
Present Condition of the Country—Other Explorations of Brus—The Discovery of Bambuk by the Sienr

Campagnon.

For long little more was attempted in the
way of exploration from this time. The
Norman Comnpany, in whose service the Sieur
de Rochfort was, bad, in 1664, sokd ils trading
rights to the West Tndia Company, finding
that even the favour of Richelieu, ever cagor
to extend the coinmerca of his country, was not
sufficiont to enable them to mako headwry
against the Dutch at Arguin, Goree (p. 140),
snd Rufisque. Even the new association had in
. tum to yield to the Senegal Company in 1672,
which seven years later, ruined by the war
with Holland, ceded its privileges to another
union of merchants, who again, in 1696, mads
over thair rights to the association that took
the title of the Royal Company—facts already
hinted at in our chapter on the enrly Guinea
traders. But these short-lived morcantile
unions were content to build forts, to buy slaves
and ivory, and, like the adventurers of the
other Ruropean Powers, to try to seize—
soetimes with good and just as often

with bad fortine—a share of the Guinea
trade. The interior seemed to have lost
charms for them, or they found it more pro-
fitable and less troublesome to barter for what
was brought down the river, instead of going
up streawn themselves,

An oxception to this rule was the Sieur
André Brite, who arrived ag Director, or
General, of the Royal Senegal Company, with
his head-quarters at Fort St. Louis, at the
mouth of the Senegal (p. 141). This remark-
able man wag an admirable combination of
the merchant and the explover, and, in spite
of the apathy of his employers in France,
made his labours in both capacities pay
in & manner which Ilater travellers must
regard with something like envy. In 1697
he sailed up the stream to Morfil, o groat
island formed by the bifurcation A piomeer
of the river This name means JYiE>e?
Isle of Ivory; for in those days Semegul
the elephants, which have long ago rotrented
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to Forlo, the sources of the river, and the high
country of the interior, went in herds of forty
or fifty, and were quite harmless unless
molested  As the negrocs, until a few
years botore Brue's visit, had no weapons
oxeopt Lows and avtows and spears, thoy
eaptured them in pits covered with leaves und
branches of trees (p 145), Great numbers of
lions also roamed through tho valleys by the
niver-side, hippopotami rearod their heads
above the surtace of the waler, and every now
and again o eracodile snapped up n wild duck,
flocks of which swarmod in the quicter ronchos,
These brutes are still nunicrons in the Senegal,
and must be very sharply looked aftor, s they
often wander for milos back from the river
in search of anything that they can snatch
up, be it pig or dog, fowl ar child.

But fow liony are now seen, and the herds
of clephants that then ficquented Morfi
Morfl Island have long ago been killed off
Teland, Much of it was, indeed, cleared to
grow millet, rice, indigo, and cotton, though,

TORY 8T. LOUIS,

owing to the partial exhanstion of the soil and
the low rates that most of these crops now
bring, the plantations are again lapsing into
the virgin forest from which they were re-
climed. But the mosquitoes snd other
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vonomous insects ave still as fioree as ever,
Duung the worst season the woulthier natives
1emove to highor grounds to avoul thom,
while the poorer ones 4leop in the open air on
araisod platforin, benenth which a little stoky
five has beon lighted (p 144)—a enstow adaptod
even in the honses of the Upper Niger coumtry,
though there the ague and not the inseets is
what it is intended to drive awny. These
cleamgs have, however, in pawt, at least,
seared the leopards, once so numevous, and
oven the hyemas that haunt the abudes of
man aro less numorous than when the Siew
Brue descrilbed the Senogal banks  (famea-
fowls and partridges me still abundant, and the
great conical ant hills (p. 148) foum as1n his
day staiking objeets in the landscape, while
the aponogeton nal other river weeds that
block np the channel swarm with mytiads
of lecchos, for which, since the change of
{ashion in surgical seience, thers is no longer
a market. But the monkeys aro as numerous
as over they were in the days when the

negroes, amazed that anyone would buy
such creatures, brought the voyagers
1ats also, under the idea that any living
creature would be quite se welcomo to
these stiange people. At Terrier Rouge—
which is o district near the western ox-
tremity of this island, on the north side of
the river, and the limit of Jannequin's
journey—there was a great trads in gum-
arabic carried on by the Moors, who col-
locted it from the forests north of the river,
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and the borders of the Sahara, Hero the
moadows were still rich, and vast herds of
cattle pastured on them, though during the
rainy senson, when the country aronnd was
flooded, they had to be driven to higher
ground. Still continning uwp the river, Briie
passed Hovalada and Kahayda, both places of
considerable trade, until, roaching Ghiorel, o
mossage arrived [rom the Fulah *Siratik,”
or king, eatnestly begging the favour of a
visit in order that sowne tinde matters in
dispute should be settled without further loss
of time,

As one of the objocts that had broughi
Brue up the Senegal was to sce this potentate,
he now st out for hig country, lying at some
distanco from the river. The region through
which thoy travelled for twe days was flat,
cultivated, and full of villages, and in places
go covered with enttle that it was difficult for
the Fronch trader and his retinue of six
factors, two interpretors, four trumpeters, and
n host of negroes, bond and free, to make
The Biratiws Tapid progross. At the Siratik’s
Gonrt. Court tho party were received with
o barbazic welcome, though in truth the palace
and its surroundings were more primitive than
some of the abodes of those minor African
princes whom the slave trade had begun to
enrich, Forii was simply o few thatehed huts
smrrounded by a hedge of thorns, sitnated a
little way from Gumel, the principal village of
the little realm. His majesty’s throne was
o bed, on which ho sat surrounded by his
wives and daughters, squatted on mats upon
the bare ground. The king, delighted with
the gifts hie had roceived, not only granted all
that the factor asked for, but offered him
the honour of an alliance in the shape of a
princess of seventeen, his respectfll refusal
on the plea of his faith allowing of only one
wife at & time (and that one he had already
in France) arousing many specnlations as to
the kind of religion that adwmitied of that
nonscnse, and some speculation es to the
morals of the white folk professing such a
creed. )

The king’s forces, cavalry and infantry,
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were, however, not dospicable for an African
sovercign, and the mode in which justice was
administered was, on the whole, worthy of ap-
proval. The ten Privy Councillors Ly whont
the sovoreign was always surrounded oxamined
the accused porsons, or litigants, separatoly,
and then furnished their voport to the
fountain-head of inerey. No advoecate was
allowed to interfore. Every mun pleaded his
own oase, and whatever the sentence it was
alwnys executed without & moment’s delay.
Yot, fow crimes were punished with death;
the Siratik had found a better use for men
than killing thom. He compellod thon to
expiate thoir offences in what he was pleased
to describe as “DLanishmont,” but which in
reality meant sonding them down the viver
to SL. Louis for salo to the French Cowpany.
As for the insolvent debtor—in aceordance
with a custom of almost world-wide nsage—
when he conld not pay what he owed, he and
his whole family wore sold into servituds, the
king exacting as his contribution towards o
Civil List one-third of the price.

However, M. Briie's opportunities for ob-
servation were soon cut short by the pest of
nosquitoes and other venomous flics com-
pelling the king to remove to anothor part of
his dominions, the advance guard—econsisting
of 160 horsemen—blaring trumpets and
timbrels in an exceedingly inharmonious
manner, After those came the female
members of the royal family, mounted by
twos on camels, though so completely enclosed
in wicker baskets that no part of the ladies
was to be seen except their heads, And,
unlike most Mohammedans—the rural folk,
perhaps, excepted—they made no pratence of
veiling their faces from the admiring gaze of
the stranger. Fewale nttendants, riding don-
kays, jogged by the side of their mistresses,
endeavouring by constant chatter to keep
them nmuged : ond in the rear came the
sovereign, his court, his belongings, and the
ntoh of slaves and soldiers who follow in the
train of even the humblest Afvican potentate,
For though it is often troublesome to take
them along with him, it is decidedly dangerous
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to leave them behind with the chances of
their being Lought over to the interest of a
rival, and the cortainty of plundering as a
diversion for their too many idle hours.
Then, last of all, more cavalvy brought up
the rear (p. 149).

Next year the Siour Brile mnde another
voyage up the Senogal, rcaching on this
oceasion a$ high as the kingdom
of Galam, which is situated on or
nbout the confluence of the two
vivers which, unitod, forn tho main stromn
(p. 185) On the way he visiled the
Siratik again, and was roeoived in quite os
friendly & manncy s before. In the interval,
however, the Dutch had been endeavouring
to win him over to their side by means of an
embassy sont from ono of their forts on the
const (p. 45). Bul whether the Batavians
hed been succosstul or not did not appear,
sinee just at that moment the Julah sovereign
had what is known in the faniliar 1netaphor
of the West as “an axe to grind.” In short,
he wented the white man’s help in killing s
forocious lion that for weeks past had besn
the terror of the district, Four negroes,
doring  hunters, wero accordingly sent to
attack it. But, skilful though these men were,
two were torn to pieces by it, a third waa
wounded, while the fourth would have shared
the fate of his companions had he not by s
happy chance given it the death-thrust with
his Jance.

At Embakene the air suddenly grew dork
by reason of a vast army of locusts that

A voyage
towards
Galam.

Tons covered the sky. For two hous
momey,  ihey coninued flying across the
and bees,

river, in which, of course, the boats
were blackened by them. Happily, however, for
the senward country, a south-west wind began
to blow, and as the insects were unable to hear
up againgt it, they were speedily wafted into
the desort, there to die of hunger amid the
sands in which they were oviginally hatched.
At Bietel he found poultry abundant, and,
what it seldom is in Alries, good also, A fat
pullet could be bought for & sheet of paper,
and eggs at o proportionstely low figure,
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At Tuabo, on the Galam frontier, a swarm
of red wonkeys erowded the branches of the
trees to have a view of the white-fueed
folk rowing up the river, The sight scemed
to amazo tham, All the time they chattered
incessantly, evidontly comparing notes regard-
ing the curious people underncuth, and then,
as cach detachment satisflod its curiosity,
anothor took its place, with the wutiost
regularity and good-mature,  By-and-Dy,
however, the mischievous disposition of these
animals began to exhibit itsell in thoir lossing
down dvy branches and sticks into tho vessel
—a facetiousness that was answered hy a
dischargo of mwsketry. Then, as the dead
snd wounded twinbled into the water, a mighty
twnult avose, Loud cries rosounded on every
side, while others, sparing their grief for
another oceasion, rushed to colleet stones and
other missiles to hwl at the invaders—an
unequal combat which went on for somo time,
until, worsted, the monkeys retreated in
“angry patl” to the depths of their mative
forests, Wax was in their days, as in ours, a
common product of the Scnegal distriet, and
at every village the natives kept swarma of
bees for the seke of their honey, A person
announcing himself as the “XKing of the
Bees ” caroo on board the shallop at one of
the halting-places. He was covered with
thein from hend to foot, and thousands more
hoverod around without doing him any
injury, the man claiming to have such pexfect
control over them that he could even
Pprevent his protdgds from stinging anyone
whom he took under his protection,

As Briie proceeded up the river, news caine
that thers had been a revolution in Galam
which had resulted in the unsesting of the
old king by a rival, who sent to the French-
man a cort intimation that, if he did not
receive the customary dues, he would prevent
him from ascending farther, No notice
being taken of this threat, excopt an intima-
tion that the white men would proceed, and
be stopped at the peril of the new soversign
having his territory laid waste, the honks

.begon to be crowded with excited negroes,
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menseing destruction to tho whites. In
those days, however, tiaders wete not so
ensily [rightened as they me m u time of
telegraphs and philanthropic socictios whose
Lusiness in lifo 1t is to make the way of tho
aborigines’ opprossors oxtremely hard  So,
firing a ronud of cannon without Dball, s
blowing his trumpets and beating his dmms
as 1L preparing for action, the irate Galamecs

OF AFRICA.

that it contained neither pig's flesh vor
wine.

For by this time the travellors had passed
out of the rogion of loose-living Moham-
medans into a land whore the tenots of the
Koran wore more strictly observed It may,
however, be added, that the Prophot having
sail nothing about brandy, his majesty, like
o good many of his ensuistical eo-roligionists,
drank all that was put belore
him without any visible com-

punction of conscience. An in-
come not having as yet been
provided for the parvenu prince
whom the rebellions chicls liad

FATIVE MODE OF SDOURING PROTECTION FROM MOSQUITOES, (Seew. 141,)

as promptly dispersed as they had assombloed.
At Burpaghi, finding that tho revolutionary
party were the actual power with which be
had to tvoat, Monsienr Brue, having mo
concern in the politics of Galam, paid his
respects to the new king, and in time also
peid him the “dumes” that by mow were
exacted by evary African chief as his right of
gvery trader passing through his territory
or doing business with his subjects. On a
visit from the sovereign in porson, cattle and
poultry were presented by him, and a cup of
chogolate was drunk, the host passing his word

called to reign over them, the king's hut
was in no way different, either in dirt or
in the absence of riches, from that of the
meenest of his subjects, so that, except the
few fowls and cows already given, he could
make no return, for the handsomo gifts he had
received. The west winds having begun to
blow, the voyagers left the povorty-stricken
king, and soon arrived ab DBaba Seghalie.
Here the deposed monarch had taken refuge
with a number of faithful followers, and,
ag he assured his visitors, he was still
the lawiul sovereign to whom the dues
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ought and must be pmd, otherwiso, the
Afniean Bombon declazed, all tiade should
be stopped and the voyagers made misoneis
on then 1etwmn jomney The only reply to
this thieat was an announcement that, unless
the monamch who did not know whon he was

Tumbuetoo, {0t 1t professed to do o lage tiade
with that city, unpoiting fiom 1t wold and
tvory, while slases weie bionght mamly hom
Bambuiza, & 1egion descauibed as buien, bt
voiy populous, and thoicfore a fittmg huut
ing-ground for dealots m flesh and blood

METHOD OI' CAPTURING I'LEPHANIS CMPLOYI'D BY THL NEGROLS BEI'ORL BRUL'S TIMk

beaten decamped without finther palaver, he
and his son~who had delivered the message
~would be seized as slaves, and forthwith
depoited as such to the Amercan plantations
After this King (“ Tonks”) Mowka prachsed
that dwseretion which even m Afiica 1s the
better pat of valour At Dramanct, a
Mohammedon town of 4,000 inhabitants, the
voyagers came mto appreciable touch with
0

(see1 1)

Hithes to, they had besn accustomed to send
ther commodities to the Englsh on the
Gambie , but, now that there was a prospect of
being able to sell them to tiaders on the
spot, they cagerly crowded to the Frenchman's
canp with theso waes In the meantime,
while tiathe was busily pioceedmg, a hostile
amy heaved m might, and, the people of
Dramanet not expecting any such unbidden
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guests, managed to gain entrance to tho city.
It turned out to be the deposed Galam king,
in high dudgeon at his conteniptuous treat-
ment by the Fronel, and still determined to
oxnet the dues paid to his snccessful rival
and retuged to him.  But the townsmnen
speodily seizing their arms, the prudent
invader Deat o retreat, on the plea, which
in the circumstances might be accepted as
sincere, that rather than come to Llows with
tho white folk he would abandon his lawful
rights,

At Felu thoy reached the catavact that
had hitherto formed the oxtrewne limit of the
Frenchman's knowledge of the viver. Brie,
however, leaving his Loats below it, passed
by land to the falls,and was on his way to
those of Giovina, 120 miles farther up, when
noticing that the Senegal was falling, he
dotermined to return, in ease ho might Lo
unable to pass some shonls lower down,
Arriving at Dramanet, he tixed on a position
for a fort which was to be the contre of
French trade in this region, and in due time
reached Fort St. Louis without any notable
adventure.

This early voyage—the first, indeed, so fax
up the Senegal of which any record las
tnangee1n  Gescended to ns—was a notable one
e sy, in the annals of the opening up
day. of Africa. Tt is still easy to follow
it, for all the places he describes may be
teaced, though most of then have changed
greatly for the worse since the Sieur Briie
first saw them. The country so high up tho
river is still largely seli-governed, the French
inflnence being seen more in the occasional
ribbon of the Legion of Honour on the white
mobe of a native chisf then in the actual
insignia of authority; and even after a railway
Tuns across the country, so wild a region
will be a long time in feoling its influence.
The little kings and chiefs still fight, every
man for his own hand. Tt is only & goneral
dapgor that compels them to sink their
Jeolousies for the common weal. At the
stotion where tho Teln vocks form the
catoract that impeded the voyage of Brile,
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thero is a fort where the French wore in 1854
besieged by the “Moows,” who in the end
wero dofeated with the loss of 600 men,
though to this day the people of the Meding
and Brmbuk distriets are sorely troubled by
these warlike people from the interior
seizing their cautle, and driving them away
eaplive into the desert. But the slave
tracle, so far as tho coast is concerned, is at
an end, and porhaps the last monmment of
its existence in tho ruins of tho factory ai
Medinn village, which was built abont 1830
for the purpese of trafficking in gold aud
“black ivory” To the north-north-west
of Galam there is still o vast, lone land
where nomads wander in search of pasture,
and, still farther away, the country of tho
desurt-living “DMoors,” who, as of old, com-
pensate for the poverty of their land Ly
making raids on the flocks and hexds of
their more scdentsry neighbours, A fow
hippopotemi still disport themselves in the
river, and travellers have not ccascd to kee

a sharp look-out both for lions and leopards,
Buffaloes and antelopes are also plentiful,
thongh elephants are every day getting
rarvor and raver, if indeed, thore can be anid
to be any trade whatever in ivory Lrought
from Senegambia proper. Salt is still the
article most in demand, though greator
fanilinrity with the white man and his ways
has established a desive for superfluitios
unknown to the people in Brite's time, when
the chiefs, owing to the slave trade, were
richor and the people poorer than nowadays,
though golden chains, coral beads, and amber
balls are mo uncommon ornaments to see
around the nccks of ladies of high degree
who squat veiled on the rieh carpets of
Fernagha, near Timbuctoo, with which the
people of the Upper Senegal and Gambin
continue to trade in spite of the groater
accessibility of St. Louis and Bathurst and
Sierra Leone.

Regiments of mandiil monkeys may atill
be met with, gnashing their testh ag their
rich relations approach, or flercely siining .
sticks at them as they did at Briio's party
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more than two hundred years ago. Civilisa-
tion has not affected them, and the troops of
obscune hycnas obtain & sort of protection
from tho superstitions contempt of tho
patives.  “ Kill & bouki,” so runs the adage,
“and detile your gun!” Still, as of old, the
caravans pay their dues to the chiefs or
«Yings,” and tho white men, though more
feared than in Brue's tiue, are not, more re-
spected, as might well be imagined after ox-
amining the infumous muskets and othor goods
which they soll to the contiding natives. Gold
is found all through the country and is mined
by the poople in a xude way. Yot in French
hands the business has nol been successful,
snd all down the Falomé branch of the river
may be seen ruined factories from which
much was oxpected in the way of cxploiting
the wealth buried in the soil of the Dambuk
country lying between this and the other
tributary of tho Senegal (p. 135). Most
of the business is now transacted by Man-
dingo agents of Enropean houses, who buy
from the traders at Medina, and from caravansg
passing on their way to Bakel, and during
the rainy season down the main tributary as
for as the coast. Moors, Fulahs, the mixzed
race of Toucouleurs, Joloffs, and Sousous,
still divide ihe country among them, and
leove little undone in the way of mutual
jealongy. The Mandingoes are, however, the
great objects of dislike. Yet, curiongly, these
people, who are at once the commercial
travollers, the pricsts, and the schoolmasters
of the Senegal and all the Mohammedan
country in that region, are not natives of
the lands in which g0 many of them are
sottled. They come from Manding, in the
interior, and are for the most part strict
Mohammedans of fine eommercial ahility.
Yeb though republicans in their native land,
their colonies are all monarchical. In Barra,
for cxamplo, they form, as in many other
placos, & majority of the inhabitants, and the
king and all his great follc are of the race.
But they arenot liked, They are * malinko”
—"lazy dogs "—a word which it s said is the
origin of the English “inalingever,” the torm

147

applied to a skulker who affects illness to
avold work, That, however, is not the
Mandingo excuse: they set their wives to do
the vulgar toll, reserving to themselves the
more ornamental departmont of trading and
talking and getting the best of the white
man. Yot no region in Afiica is better fitted
tv support o large populstion,

The cndless waterways by which the npper
sources of the Senegal, the (fanbia, the Sierra
Leono Rivers, and the Niger ave so comceted
that in some cuses the overflow of the one
falls into the other, will in future days rendor
this vast area a busy homo for a higher
civilisation than that which at presont finds
a seanty subsistence from its resources. The
country is now safe, and Ouddoarin, the
spot where formerly so many European
vessels wore plundered, and Saldé, opposite
Morfil Island, where the Fulah King once
levied customs dutios, amounting to as much
a8 sixty pounds upon large vessels, are
now swmrounded by rich plantations, this
monarch’s power, like that of the many petty
chiefs on the river who muleted traders
heavily, being now almost at an end.

It is, therofore, intoresting to read the
pioneer voyage of the Sieur Brue. Yet ever
since Jannequin’s visit to the Sene-
gal, poople had been nltering, They
had been imbibing those *vices of DStweenthe
civilisation * that are the first and Jaunequin
too often the last benofits that -
savages gain by intercourse with Kuropenns
In the first place, the slave trade, with its evil
influenco in setting tribe against tribe in order
to supply a gremter quantity of the peculiar
merchandise in domand than the ordinary
aftermath of local wars and txibal crime
could afford, had ntlained full vigour. Then
no longer did all good Mohammedans
look with bhorror on brandy. On the con-
travy, M. Brile recommends cognac as always
the most acceptable and profitable mer-
chandise that can be caried into Afries.
Curiously enough, the negrocs in his day—
as gome of them do to a certain exient
still—refused any hottle from which the

Chenges in
the people
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smullest guautity had been taken. They
would even prefer o small vessel full to o
barrol of which even an inch from the bung-
hole was empty. This curious notion may be
compared with another still in full vigour on
tho Guinea Coast. Kven at Cape Coast Castle,
where cxperience ought to have taught them
differently, the Fanti will not accept any coin

wa W,

ANT HILG (11 PELT HIGH). [2 181.]

that has mol the head of the reigming
sovereign : * for him desd and no good, sah.”
Agein, in Abyssinia, and other parts of Africa,
no silver coins except those bearing the image
and superscription of Maria Theresa have
ourrency. So much was thid the case that
the Austrian Government permitted to be
struck for the use of Lord Napier's Abyssinian
expedition, in 1868-9, a quontity of these
thalers from the old dies in the Vienma Mint
—the mere fact of pleces bright and unused
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being dated more than o century ago arousing
in the minds of the recipients no suspicion
a9 to their gonuinencss,

Begging, which bad early bocome an offon-
sive feature m the Alrican charncter, was, by
the thne of Bric's visit to the Senogal, an
ingrained practice among all classes. What-
ever the effrontery of European beggars—and,
in spito of rope and branding-iron, stocks,
whipping-post and pillory, mendicancy in 1697
was by no menns the most unfrequent sight
in Dieppo and Paris—they were, this voyager
assures us, modest, oven retiring, compared
with an Afriean monarch. Everything wag
asked for, and overy gift bestowod, instead of
apponsing his greed, was considored simply
as an opening for farthor demands,  Thon the
wives and daughters, the quoen, princesses,
and princes, were set to Dbleod the hapless
white man, and finally, after overything that
intorost or good-nature, goncrosity or fear,
could extorl from the newcomer was given,
the begging began anew in the shape of an
attempt to borrow without any intention of
paying.or of obtaining goods on a credit that
was not intended to be wiped out during the
lifetime of the debtor. At last, when every
expedient for plundoring the merchant hed
been exhausted, or the latest domand refused,
the invariable expedient was either to prohibit
commerce or to load it with now imposts.
And the worst of having any dealings with
an African king, writes this shrewd trader,
was that if any of them sent a trumpery
present, he expected double or triple in return,
and, the next time the stranger made his
appearance, demanded as a right what had
thithorto been given as a gratuity. Hence,
in even the most disadvantageous market, the
dearest orticle that could be procured was
bought moro cheaply than being received as a
prosent. And as it was at the close of the
seventeenth century, so is it when the nine-
teenth is coming to an end. Arms seem by
this time to have been plentiful silver-mounted
pistols and silver-hilted swords.being among
the ordinary gauds of the chiefs, and the-
items in the “annual presenta” that were
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axtorted as tribate from the felors wwd
enprams who eane to bigy g and - goldd al
men and women  So eagerly indeed wore the
benelits —~materind vt moral <derived {rom
the presenee of the tradees uppreciated, that
the jeadansy wsially entertained reganding the
building of forts wus either teebler than of
ol or, at ull events, not sa openly displayed,
For liberty tn estaldish factories on the river
wio rewdily enongh granted, uo doubt with
the inward reserve that the whito man shanld
puy doaly for the privilese of selling his
goorls at his own e,

Yeot, though the simplieity of former days
was rapidly disappraring. o certain ludierous
sophistication still helid its own amony those
who only by a eonrteous conventionality could
be called the fuir sex. At (thoriel the latter
opened o somewhet peculiny trade with the
seatnen of Bime's vessel. Forsome inexplicable
reason—founded, perhaps, on the samne basis as
that which uttributes virtue to any substance in
a direet Eatio to its nastiness—the women gome
tn the eonclusion that the bilge-water of the
ship's hold was o sovercign rewedy fur
tootharhe, Onee this conclusion was arrived
ut, sufferers arrived from far and near to
barter lagge quantities of wilk for this evil-
smelling liquic. The suilovs natnrally did not,
Lanlk the ladies in their wishes and, having
fixed the pries of this valusble commodity,
would permit no abutement, gravely replacing
the bifyo-water in the prunp when the amotmt
of milk offored did not come wup to their
stipulnted toriff

Hrite stuyed for cighteon yesrs longer in
Afviea, muking mony voyages along the coast
and s little way into the interior.

Thus, in 1700, being at the French factory
st Albreds, on the north bank of tho Gambia,
4 he crossed thut river to the English

fort thet was afterwards ealled

James’s, but at that dute Lore
the name of King Willinm, whero he was
entertained by tho Governor, with whom
in former yenrs he had had many disens-
sions regarding the rights of their respective
mations to the trade of that region. Sailimg

An g 2
Joumney to
Cachzs.
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up  the  Vintnin, or Vintang, tributary,
which flows into the Gawmlna o the sonth
sido, the Frenchman eame o o town of the
same e, where again the English traders
beenme his hosts,  Here he was visited by
the native chiof, whe went away very well
plonsed with the custornary bottles of brandy.
At thut time many Portuguese lived in the vil-
lage, and among the publie luildings belong-
ing to them was a chorch handsomor cven
than that at Jollefri, then the principal place
on the CGambia, Bathurst, the prosent capital
{p. 156), not having then come into existence
Some of these gentlemen paid the French
party a stately visit of cevemony. They were
dressed in long black clonks, with spados,
or long swords, “thrust up behind” They
had also “poniards long enough for swords,
end long chaplets of beads on their left hands
and hanging over the pommels of their swords.
They wore broad Quaker hats, and long
moustachios, and made their compliments with
great gravity” Soclety in Vintain was,
however, In a somewhat primitive condition,
as Monsieur Briie, who was not prone to be too
ascetic, soon discovered. Among the grandees
whom he visited was & wmlatto lady maried
to an English captain.  He found her sitting,
without any clothing at all, in the porch of
bor houso, suvounded by a number of her
slaves, spinning cotton, Her husband was
from home, so that the visitor had not an
opportunity of making the acquaintance of
this humane gentleman. But they heard a fow
months later that domestic infelicities having
brokenout between. them—it must be admitted
not without good ground on her part—he
seized the black baby that had been the bone
of contention, snd had it “pounded in a
mortar and thrown to the dogs.” For s few
months there was an injudicial saparation
between this amisble couple. After a time,
however, they wiade up their differences and
everything went on as smoothly as if nothing
had happened to ruffle the ordinary course of
lifa on the Vintain,

Bees in those days hived in tho mangroves |
in such numbers that wax was to bo had
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anywhere in almost ineredible quantities. At
Jerefa, highor up the stremm, woro French,
Knglish, and Portuguese factories that pud a
yemrly tribute to the king. This suvercign,
«y little sqnat man of a pleasant conntenance,”
had given his daughler in maringo to o
Spanierd long scttled here.  Instend of, us
ususlly happons in such case, the spouse of
the savnge wifo being convertod into a practicnl
pagon, the husband clnimed thet he had
argued his Dbrido into (‘hristinnity, and that
the king hiwsell had secrctly abjured his
ancient faith, & eonrse of action in which it
sooms he had been confinmed by a miracle.
For having been thrown over a precipies Ly
his stumbling horse, npon crying out “Jesu,
wy God, have merey on me!” he found
himself, without knowing how, on his road
again, “to the great amaszement of those
present.”  Don Juan Felipe—a slave-teader,
yot withal & most religions man—had offered
to be at half the charge of a missionary,
which tho Portuguese declining, *it made
him beliove they were secrotly Jews, who had
only retired here from fear of the Jesuits' In-
quisition,  Although these gentlemen carry
such lmge chaplets of beads, it is cortain they
live in no edifying manner.”

From Jorefa they passed southward
through a well-cultivated country, interseoted
by earcfully constructod canals for rice-grow-
ing, the higher lands planted with millet,
wnize, peas of various kinds and water-nelons
of o superb quality. Excellent beof was to
be had, and mutton was equally plentiful,
though too faf, while pouliry, eggs, snd milk
could be bought nt rates surprisingly low oven
to people aceustomod to the moderate prices
that then prevailed on the lanks of the
Senegnl.  Huge bats as large as pigeons
suspenderd thonselves from tho Lranches of
the trees, and were killed by the natives
for food, after peeling off their brown skins,
which wera supposed to be poisonous, Lazge
conical mounds attracted the attention of
the travellers, who supposed them to be
tumali.  They were, however, ouly the ant
hills now familiar to everyone in this region

B}

of Africa. To theny ps well as fo the worns,
the eonnlry owes much of its perpetual for-
tality, for both cury to the surfuee the rich
uncxhausted soil that is swept over the land
by the raing,

But this fertile country had its drawbneks,
Kvery villago was surrounded by a double
row of palisades, and Brie passed one night in
the house of & Spanined, who had, ut {hat
enrly date, estublished himself thus far in the
outer world, his dwelling being defended by
four rows of stakes and cight cannon, This,
however, was not (o proserve him frow attack
by the natives, for Don Juan, & native of Cubs,
was on excellent tortus with his custuiners,
few of whom failed to call upon him, or left
without a needleful of the coloured worsted
which they valued as adomment for the
necks ond sleeves of the shirts that they
had Legun to wear. Don Juan had, wmore-
over, in the matter of polygmmy, adopted
the manners of the country. But the savage
Fliips, or Felds, were the terror of this region,
and it wes to guard agninst them that the
dwellings of the vicher folk wers fortitied in
this way. These people’ dwelt ot that time
between tho Geaubia and the Cnchro River,
and gove great trouble not only to the negroes,
but to the Europeans also, doing little business
with the latter, preforring to live by plunder,
though the wore civilised members of the
race had cattle and gonts and cultivated ries
and millet. But the wilder ones were reputed
to bo cannibals, barbarous and cruel, giving
no quarter to sny white man who fell into
their honds.  Heneo the Portuguese knew
them as Dravos, or savages. Tt was through
the country of this race that Briie's route lay.
As he passed along, well-armed snd furnished
with & sufficient escort, he saw a good deal of
tha Fltps and their ways. In some of the
many rivers and amall streams that he had
to cross, he noticed the natived’ skill with the
canoe, With one hand the fisherman would
steor his littlo craft, holding in the other his
bow and arrow, and instantly, when he noticed
n fish in the clear water, transfixing it with a
shaft that seldom missed its airm,
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Ilow primitive a period wo are treating of
muy ho gathered from the faer that theugh
teaclers had been on the const for ar least
two vontrries, amd had penetraterd o consider-
able distanee mta the interior, at iy villages
the Flip women erowded round the teavellor,
achneiving his dross, wims, and above all his
liaiv, which they wounld nut beliove to bo
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of the Flips. These factorics, as wns
then the fashion—porhaps it wonld boe more
correct to sny the neeessity of the time—
were mweh  slronger stemetures than any
foree of natives conld powsibly capture. At
one, fifteen guns were mounted on the pickots
and hastons, and in all of them thero were
small garisous of European troops, pallid

MANDINGO MABABOUT.

nuturnl, as it hung down his back, Few of
thein had seen & white niun before, Wax was
prodaced in great quantities and formed the
chief nrticle of trade with the Portuguese, who
had established themselves among them, living
very rwich hke the natives, and not more to
b dopended upon in o transaction,  From
Jam, or Junez, he deseended by canoe to
Cachoo, u Portuguese settlement on the San
Duminge, or Cachao Hiver, sailing part of
the woy down the Cassamanche, which now
flows througl what s part of the French
eulony of that name: but in these days
i wus dotted on cach henk with the forks
of the Portugnese tvaders und the villages

wrotches who showed “ by their swelled bodies
and ghustly looks the uphealthy situation
they were ploced in”  In nct, they had now
anil then to fight against pirate ships and to
be prepared for the necident of war breaking
out between l'ortugal and the country to
which n passing ship helonged.

Deelining the hospitality of the commander
ot Bayta, the energetic Fronch trader pushed
forward to reach a rivulet by which he might
enter the Sen Domingo, But night overtaking
him, he was soon Tost amid the swamps made
by the network of streams and divided mouths
into which so wany of the West African
rivers split np i flowing through the delta
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formed by them just before reaching the sea.
Bewildered Ly the geography of the country,
the party were glad to take refuge in a Bagnun
negro hut for the night, reaching, next evon-
ing, by the nid of horses and donkeyssupplied
Ly the King of the Bagnuns, Ghinghin (Zighin-
chor), & populous place, whero the Portugueso
hnd plantations worked Dy the “ Gromottocs,”
or slaves, and doing a large business in wax,
then naturally wore valuable than in our day
when gns, the electric light, and potroleum
have so largoly displaced candles. DBees and
flowers and fruit-trecs abounded, and swarms
of monkeys preyed on the gardens and
plantations, though with a prudence begot
of long experience they avoided weddling
with the bees.

Among the intricate Interlaccment of
strearns hereabouts the Fliip pirates were in
those days vory busy, often waylaying small
ships and, if succossful in their plans, mur-
dering and robbing without the slightest
compunetion, So bold indeod were they-—and
well into the next century they practised the
same manceuvres—that they did not at times
hesitate to swim after the vessels when canoes
were not at hand, and cndeavour to climb on
board in the tecth of a murderous fire from
the deck. On the way to Cachao, down a
pleasant river bounded with citron-irees, Brue
met with an English bark that had arrived
from Lisbon with wine and fruit, by the com-
mander of which he was recoived with the
distinction due to his 1ank, and among other
curiosities shown a swarm of bees that had
softled on the rigging and were already busy
at work,

Crchao was in those days, as it is in ours,
o Portuguese town, heavily fortified against
aachaoand  the “Papel negroes” who bore no
s so0let¥.  Jove to their masters, though ex-
cept for the purpose of trade the place was
of little value. Beef was scorce and dear,
goats were few in number, and sheep and pigs
non-gxigtent, and, with the excoption of o
fow patches of rice and maize, the waving
. fields so common a featuro of the more
inland country were absent from this low,
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swampy, minsmatic delta of riversilt. The
houses—evon the best, of them—were poor
cabins of mud, one storey high, roofed with
canvas in the dry soason and with fan-palm
leaves in the rainy months Every night
hoavy dews fell, and the elammy mist thas
rose froin the estuary and the marshy flats
when the sun went down was to tho Portu-
guese of those times, as it is to the West
Conster of ours, the familinr horbinger of
fovers and other desth-desling pests of this

FULAH GIRL,

lovely though dangerons portion of Afrien.
Even the church, in a Portuguese or Spanish
colony usually the mast prominent building
in the place, was & poor affuir, and the priests,
like the Convent of Capuchins with its two
frinrs, were among the most poverty-stricken
of their order. '

But tho excuse was that “they had so little
to do.” Not that their flock was particularly
pious On the contrary, from the highest
to the Jowest the Portuguese in this sickly
port weve—as they are prome to be even
yet in Africa—not by any means desirable
acquaintances. The garison, which was
changed every three years, was composed of
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erimitels Danihed  from Portngal, wud so
wretehedly  paiek that, instend ol being o
protection to the  civil population, these
ent-throats woere the terror of everybudy with
anything to steal Fires were of frequent
veenrrence, st of thenr incendinry, al it
was ot belief that they wero due (o
the soldiems, who hopeld in the confnsion to
beuelit by wnnexing their ueighbours’ goods
To add 1o the miseries of this Afriean swanp,
rain fell so fiequently and in such abundanee
that Cuchao bears even yob an evil reputa-
tion among the West African Colonics,

The picture that Brue supplics of the life
of this early Portugness settlement may ho
aceeptod as typieal of many others on the
const, and explaing how the people of that
country, though earlier than most others in
Afrie, have to-duy the smallest sharve of it,
ond are more retrograde than any other
colonists on the continent. Indolence was
the rule, industry the exception. Though
overy uttivle of food wus eostly, nobody tuok
the trouble to breed poultry.  Accordingly,
when unything wos wanted—wore it only
water—they had to go more than a musket-
shot beyond their enclosure, and often with
o wuand to defowd the sluves from their
mortal cnenddes the Pupels, many of whom
lived i & quarter of the place known as
the Villa Quints. Vier of every kind was
so rampant that the confessns had to
take cermin forms of it for granted and
absolve the perpetrators without more ado.
Orlingry deceney was uite thrown aside,
though in the matter of food the Portu-
guese of (‘achau were, like nll their 1ace
still, genernlly very sparing.  Meat was eaten
but onve a day. Supper was always of fish,
quantitios of which of o poor quelity eould
bo obtained from the river hard ly, though
the abundaneo of alligators renitered angling
a rigky pastime, had the whites eaved to
imlulge in uny such exertion: aud as guavas,
otanges, eitrons, and all kinds of tropieal
fruits, wild ane planted, grew in great plenty,
every meal began with o course of this
suiteble diet for & hot elimate.
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Slaves did all the work, though cven these
50 mined with the colonists that it was
diffienlt to define where Portugal ended and
Afrien began,  Hall tho so-ealled Portugueso
were, ub this carly period, more blackamoor
than € ‘aeasian, and as the sane miscegenation
had been going on in oll tho other setile-
ments along the Alvican coast, the fact that
Lishow, Opoxto, und other towns trading with
Afvien, have long been tinetured with negro
blowd need not causo amazement. For the
exploitation of Africa has, among other
influences npon the mother country, ahnost
entitoly transformed the city population of
Portugal, the pessants in the interior and
the bigher classes almost alone eseaping the
general contamination of lour conturies, As
house-breaking was easy, owing to the walls
being of mud, most people kept European
dogs to Lark (the native ones being usunlly
Dereft of that capacity), and o light burn.
ing all night, bemdes servants on the watch,
who a5 soon as they heard any rogues
moving fived upon them. A patrol paced the
stroets cvery night, though, as the men
often twnel robbers and had the right to
yuestion everyone they met, it was rare for
anyone Lo esonpe the professional thief or
the policeman who wns sot to catch him
“withous losing your hat or cloak.”

But the mwost extraordinary institution of
{‘achao in 1700 was what was known as the
“Brnvoy,” white savages or assassins, who
seetn to have been a very trueulent imitation
in Afriea of the Mohawks and Sconrers who
at on enrlier period rendered it inadvisable
for any without mgent business to stir abroad
ob night in the strests of London. The
dress of thoss night adventurers was peculiar.
4 Coneeive,” writes tho old traveller, “ » man
who above hit clothes hath gotten a leathern
apron, with a huge flapping bib, which eovers
& cuirass of mail or half-suit of nrmour
This apron, which falls but four fingors
breadth Lelow the waist,is full of holes, in
which are stuck twe or thige pairs of pocket-
pistols and o brace of poniards, The left
arm is charged with a amell buckler, and the
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hip with a long sword, or spade, whose
seabbard is split, and flies opon with o spring,
to save the time and trouble of drawing it.
When they go out on business or recreation
this equipage is covered with a black cloak
reaching down to the ealf of the lug. Dut
when they are upon an adventure, or fight a
duel oftor the Portuguese manner, that is to
assnssinato somebody, they add to all their
arms & short carbine or blunderbuss with a
narrow mouth, and loaded with twenty and
twenty-four balls, and o quarter of a pound
of powder, with o forked stick to pilot it. To
complote the dress, there is o lavge pair of
spectacles, well fastoned on the onrs and
affixod above the nose. When the bravo,
thus eqnipped, arrives at the place of battle,
he plants his carbine, gnthers his cloak over
his right hand, and in this posture bravely
waits for the person who nover thought of
him. As soon as ho sees him he bids him
take care, and fires. Tt is hard to miss, for
these pieces seatter their balls so as to cover a
gate. If the unfortunate person is not quite
dead, he says a ‘Jesu Maria’ over him, like
o good Christian, and despatches him.”
Sometimes, however, they met with their
match, in which case the bravo apologised in
the grandiose fashion of his country, saying
that it was all a mistake, but that the unfor-
tunate mishap will teach him all the botter
1o keep a sharp outlook for the persun who
whg the unfortunato causo of the worshipful
caballero having been subjected to the in-
convonience of being shot at. This state of
mattors made, as the dignified General of the
French Traders gravely remarks, a walk in
the avening a perilous pastime in Cachao or,
indeed, in any other Portugnese colony; for
in all of them the same rule of ruffians
prevailed. In the dark you were sure to be
sttacked, and if a link or n lantern were
carvied then every rascal had an excellent
targot from his hiding-place in some gloomy
lane. “Smorcar! Put out your light!” was
the cry, and if the order was not promptly
oheyed, the chances were you would have
the bullets whizzing about your ears.
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Better fur, therefore, to walk in the dark,
with your hand on your sword, and, whenever
the sound of o guitar was hewd, to take a
direction as far from the sevennder as possible,
For the guitar-twenger, while inteat on play-
ing court Lo his inamorata, had no mnind to lo
disturbed,  For as sure as tho strnger passed
under the window where he was engaged,
the long sparlo was drawn, and the order “to
tho right ” or “to tho left” given in a voice
which, nnless the pedestrian was prepared to
disputo it at the sword-point, had hottor be
oboyed.  Otherwise, “a (lead man for Matins ”
wanld, ag in [duho in days not too remote for
the writer to remembet, e the languid gussip
of next morning,

In such o sink of iniquity Portugueso
wowen wero few, and those not of the
highest grade. Natnrally alse, no respeetnble
dame cared to stiv out of sight of her own
home, in daylight or dark, or even to go to
Mass, unloss attended by her husband or
brother as an escort. Moorish seclusion was
the rule. Everybody except the negro slaves
went voiled and robed so closely that only one
eye and the toss counld Lo seen—a custowm still
conunon inmany parts of ¥pain and Portngal,
and until lately the regulation dress of the
ladies of Lima, Sojealons were the men, that
when one friend visited the honse of another
it was regarded—as in o strict Mohammedan
family—as a broach of otiquette to ask after
the host’s wife, far loss to roquest an oppor-
tunity of paying his respects to her. “For
oither of these impertinences is enough to
visk a duel, or get tho wife stabbed or
poisoned.”

Trado—as in Portuguese Africa still—was
by no means “free” Nominally, it was
strietly confined to the Portuguese. However,
as the business done with Portugal was in-
sufticiont to make anybody rich, the “ Sindi-
quanto,” or Intendant, was quite roady—so
long as it was made worth his while—to wink
at this article in his instrnctions. ©And if
you do bub save appearances, thers is no
difficulty in trading amongst them. Naoy, it
is snid that tho Comrpany’s officers themselves
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sre tho best-natured in this way; so that you
vill always find vessls of French, English,
Dutch, and other nations who put in here
under pretence of wuniing water, or somo
other misfortune,” and bring off wax instead
of water-butts,
And as it was in the days of the Siour Broe,
s it s i ours  Trade, it is true, hus altoved
sonowhat,  Grownd-nuts,  from
fgfdﬁﬁn which, after they anive in Mar-
:ggstm seitles and Lisbon, © the best salad
oil " 15 expressed, and Kola nuts,
with o little cotton, now form the in-
eipul trade of this columy and of the
French possewsions hard by, Maize aud
millet are misod in smnall quantities, viee in
the swamps alont the town, and at times
some indigo hae heen exported.  But the
tapping of the palm-trees—which cannot be
eat down to get at the tender terminal shoot,
which forms so delicate o ddish, unless by the
payment of o lordly priee—is the lusiness of
& Jarge portion of the pupulation all along the
caast,  Thonsaruls of gallons of this insipid
Liguor are every year entried to Rathnrst nmd
ather <ettlements in the Gambie and Nenewal
vountry for the delectation of peaplo who
like o drink that, when fresh, tastes ke
sweet turips, and when ferinented like sonp-
suds flavonred with gin, and is in no respoet
wholesotne, eausing dyseuteryin Europeans and
fearful evil disaases even in the more bibulous

naotives, ‘The Mandingoes—that curious race
of Mohammeden negroes of whomn we have
already spoken~—are the principal people
all over this region, competing with the
Jaloffs as traders, the * marabouts,” or priests
(p. 152), being not only the toachers of what
little loarning there is, and of the Koran, buf,
a8 we have seen, the commercial travellers
and middlemen of the country. But the
Julng, the Fltps, and the Balingi—the Balongs
of Brue's narrativo—are still powars in the
land, thongh no longer permifted to ride
roughshod aver their neighbows.  Antelopes,
gazellos, wild boars, leopards, and even lions,
are still often seen, crocodiles are too frequent
by fax in the rivers, and the hippopotamus does
not scom in all these yemss to have much
diminished in number. The little red monkeys
still toss leaves down on the traveller, and if
they had the strength would toss something
heavier. Pigeons coo in the woods, and the
guinen-fowl may, on any river away from the
coast, be seen drinking at the water's edge.
White egrets are common fentures of the
groen plains, which here take the place of the
dense forests farther south, and often at night
the inexperiencad travellor will bo awoke by
what sounds like the Dblast of & hom. But
it is only the trumpet-bird calling to his mate.
In the Mohammedan villages the order and
dignity inseparable from even the least
famatical observance of the Prophet's law
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contrast with the squalor and open vieo of
the pagan settloments  The marabout intones
the Ioran, snd at early dawn and cvening tho
hum may be heard of a village schoolmaster
seatedd in the contre of a civele of boys learning
toread from a serap of the holy book on o hit
of board, like the horn-book of old England,
or laboriously forming Arubic characters in
gand or by menns of o bit of charconl. But
the pagan knows no lotters and caies for none,
His chief business 1 to marry, and wero it
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nat for the neecssity of obtaning the
wherewithal to purchase o wile or
& waist-cloth, he would be loth to
stretch thosc manly thews of his.
When he acquires a comfortable matii-
monial stoek, ke all Africans, he lives
nt onse,  For the fomale members of
his family do what work is to be done on his
grovisinn-pmtch, tap his trees for the materinls
or n wild debauch, and, when a little ready
monoy is desired, the disposal of a daughter
will supply the funds, Where the English
or Fronch hold the reins, the country is at
reesonable pence. Great wars are not per-
mitted, and fighting, beyond what is required
to lot off the accumulated prejudices of tribe
against tribe, or pagan against Moslem, is
usually put down with & strong hond, more
especially when these quarrels affect the white
man’yinterast. But, as the Portuguese settle-
ments wore in Briie's day, so they are still,
S0 far as enterprise, and perhaps morals, are
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coneernod—the bravos excepted—thougn, in
truth, West Africa is not the iegion hom
which one oxpects the highest ethieal lessons,
as we shall learn when the story of colonisation
comes to be told in these volurnes,

Brue during the cighteen yoars he pnssod in
“Guinen ” nover again travelled so far afield,
nor went as high up the Senegal as Galmn,

FLLOD IALLS, UPPLR SCNLGAL.

thongh his agents established posls there.
and corried on & prosperous trade with the
natives, thus laying the founda- 5.
tion of the present colony in otherex-
that region, He, however, visited Plozstions.
the gum forests on the north bank of the
river, and had many denlings with the King
of Hoval—who in those days was snbject to o
potentate that dubbed himself, as was the
faghion then, and is yet among the Afviean
princss, the Great Brak, “ King of Kings "~
and other dignitaries who had, as late as the
beginning of the eightoenth century, mingled
so Httle with Europesns that poople of
the first rank crowded from far and near
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to have a look at the white men and
a share of their brandy and other good
hings, Dut with these minor joumeys wo
need 1ot eoncern onpselves : they had nothing
o o with the seaeeh for Thobnetoo, thongh
Brue never eeased fo umke fnguiries abont
that city, or to wetmudate infonuation on the
subjeert of s trade and the mofley mees
that erowdod to it Brue seems to have
been intellisent and  enorsetie heyond the
capaity of hiv superiors in France to ap-
preciate, for he had eontinnudly to urge
them to tuke the wost neeessary steps for
reaping the advantage of the treativs he
formed.  The fort which be weed thew to
Luikt nenr Drmmanet was placed on too low s
position, so that at the fivst Houl it was ywept
away, and during his absence in France to
justify himselt hefore the Company, the les
pradent agent loft in his place managed to
diwsolve the gond nunderstanding that Briwe's
udidress had established betwesn the French
and the nagives, The result was that, by dint
of pumbers, the latter ent off all supphes
Ffrom the furt thut replaced the one destroyud,
awd thus stavveed the fmmates into survender,
ufter whivh they vazed the building to the
avound,  Then for o long time we hear litle
of the Upper Sonegal.  However, in 1713, the
Biewr Richelonrg sueeeerdod in re-estublishing
the factory ot Mankenet, » little below
Dramanet, smd ns Brie returned o the
govermnent of the Senegal teade in the conrse
of the following vear, the apening up of the
country went on again,

Factors were despatehed in alb divections,
one of the journeys which he was very
axious to have undertaken being to Bam-
bk, To this country. aecordingly, severnl ot
Brile's ngents set out, but after proceeding o
Campeguone HTLE Way vn the road retumed,
fourtey to territied by the rveports of the

" jealousy with which white men
were regurded, At longth Carupagnon, a fae-
tor of higher conrage than the test, undertook
tho mission, snd by insinuating himself into
the gnold groaces of the Farim of Kegnure, o
town some forty-five miles up the Falemé,
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on the fronticy of Banbuk, ubtained the cscort
of that chiet's son as far as Smnbanura.  Here
he was regarded with mingled feelings. Sone
worn for killing him, others, more morlorate,
vconsidered that the very least that could bo
done was to remove the intruder out of the
wnantry, with o warning never 1o Teburm,
Tlowever—such is the omollient influence
of trude—the isposition of the country
suffered an entive chango as roon as the
truveller opened his stores aml begen to
distribute presents to this une and to barter
on what they thought excellent terms with
another, until before long all Smnbanura re-
gavded the factor with such goodwill that they
begen to thank Heaven and the Farim of
Kuagnure's son for conducting him thither,
(tuides to other towns were speedily forth-
coming, and though at first he had invari-
ubly to overcome the same prejudices that
he surmounted at Sambanurs, in the end the
tact of the Frenchman and the attractions of
his packs had the same effect—a favournble
reception was usually accorded. In a yoar
and a half this intrepid pioneer traversed all
the more importunt regions of Bambuk.
Nevertheless, in one respect he never quite
sugeeecled in dissrming the natives' jealonsy.
In vain did he affect u desire to make tobacco
pipes—aa they did—of the “ghingen,” or
gulden earth, for which the country is famous.,
The region in which this is found most copi-
ously was regarded as sacred ground. Even
those most kindly disposed towards the
stranger regardod the very act of his touching
the pride of the land and tho sourcs of its
wealth as close akin to high treason. All his
argumnents failed to convince them. For, as
they truly remarked, it was idle to suppose
that any man in his senges would undertake
50 long & joumncy simply o obtain material
for the purpose he affectod.

The result was o remewal of their old
sispicions as to the white man’s motives, and
the Mandingo traders, who had hitherto had

. nmonopoly of acting as middlemen in collect-

ing and selling the gold, did their best to
roise in the path of Campagnen the obstacles
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that had, years hefore, prevented the jowrney
of so energetic o pioncor as Brother Apolli-
nuire, who, after serving the Royal Company
in the capacity of a surgeon, had taken ihe
habit and returned to Galmn as its factor,
Indloed, by this time there were many agencies
at work against the French,  The marabouts,
ot priests, were, of course, at no time their
friends. Fanaticism and tho self-interest of
saints that were also traders, opornted in
rousing their jealousy of the nowcomen,
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conqueted, wll men fit to bear arms earvied
into slavery, snd the rost set to work m the
mines. However, in spito of this jealousy, the
patient Frenchman, by dint of bribes and fair
words, seeceded in obtaining all he wished,
and oponed up a commeree that for many
years yielded great woalth to wl concerned,
and, as wo shall see whon the influence of the
reopening of the gold digyinus of Afriea by
while nien is deseriber, is still an iwportant
[netor in tho trade of Senegal. But this was

MOURTAING IN BAMBUK.

while from Southern Guinon came evil-dis-
posed reports, through the caravans, that the
French were dangerous folk to know, insinuat-
ing themselves by promises and presents, and,
then, afier they had gained the upper hand,
throwing off the mask and becowning mestors
of the natives. Nor werc tho Moors, from the
snne motives, amicable to infidels who were
their rivals in trade and infidels in faith. For
other sinister influences afloat; we hear of a
letter which came to Senegal, all the way
from Salles, the pirate port of Morocco (p.
105), intimating, evidently with a viow to
alarm the natives, that the French wors to
be joined by a Moorish army, their country

not in André Brie's day. All his representa-
tions regarding the ease with which Bamn-
buk could be conquered, or the alternativo
policy of gradually boring into the country
Bittlo by little, had no effect on the apathetic
Company, too well served by agents whom
they could not appreciate. Yet for many a
day afterwards the French did not neglect
every opportunity of 1naking thomsalves
familiar with this region—Levens, Pelays,
Tiegrand, and David all visiting it long before
Park’s journey rendered it o familinr name in
English mouths,

"This was, however, s far cry fromn the early
yenrs of the eighteenth century when the
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Sienr Drtie, after mumy other adventires and
some petty wars, returned to enjoy in France
tho fortune he hal earned in his andnons
lnhours, His after-life is not known, e kept
voltinons journals, bt he printed nothing
Bimsall, and hard it noet been for the industey
of uelerieal friend the world might have lost
u errions chapter iu the history of the wuly
explorution of Afrien® As for the Nieur
Crnpagnnn, who chured with hin in the merit
of bemg ene of the pionecrs in those emly
diseoveries, he also retimed to his native
Jand. This little-verembered fator—for he
was so unfortunate as to five m o day when
every yeur brought farth a seore of travellers
with strunger tales than his to tell—hod in
hitn the makings at onee of a diplomatist and
a hew,  Among other vomantie tales told of
his conduet. it is said that one day, returning

 Labat ; = Nouvelle relations de I'Afriqne Oeciden-
tale,” 5 vols, (1739 )—~g¢onsistis 7 mainly of the nareative of
Briie's travels : Dumanet, » Nonvelle histoite de I Atljue
franvaine.” 4 vols (k7H7): Henrigue: »Ley Colonies
francotges,” vol. v (IS00), et
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to Fort St. Touis (p. 141)—now a town of the
samo name—he found a lioness which had long
been kopt in caplivity dying outsidoe tho walls,
The poor animal had been seized with a dis-
temper in the jow, usually fatal Lo tho spoeies,
anl, unable to eat and reduced to the last
extroruity, hul been thrown on the dunghill
to perish.  Camnpagnon, seeing some lifo in the
sufterer, though her eyes wero closed, and her
gaping mouth full of ants, took pity on the
vreattire, washed her throat with water, and
poured some wilk down it. This saved her
lifo, and ever afterwards the grateful animal
conceiverd sich an afieetion for the person
who had done her this good offies that she
would ent nothing but whnt he fed her
with, and followed him up snd down the
La of St Iouis like o dog. Yot history,
whieh would fain have had a more pic
turesque ending for the career of o man who
had Degun it so romanticelly, is forced to
confess that ho died many years afterwards
& prosperous master mason and undertaker
in Pans.

BAMBARBA TYPE,
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THEE BRITISH AND THE NIGER: THE AFRICAN ASSOCIATION,
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of Bartholomew Stibbs up the Gambis—Its Disnppointmenis—ILis Belief that the Gambia was nat the Sepward
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of the Natives of the Senegnl and the Gambis with White Men—Their Insolence, Drunkenness, and General
Depravity —Some Specimens of “Kings in their Own Country "—The Traders and the Nalives—General
Decadence of even Commercial Decenoy in “the Rivers”—Curious Trade Customs—Mumbo Jumbo—The
African Assooiation : its Founders and Enrly Agents—The Beginning of Exploration m Enwmest by Men who
were not Traders, but Travellers—Ledyard—Lucas—Watt and Winterbottom—Houghton—Hornemann—The

Coming of Mungo Park.

Txprorvg in the days when the cighteenth
century was young must have been a much
more profitable occupation then in the
closing years of the nineteenth. It paid
its way, which, perhaps, many of the
gentlemen whose tales will be told in these
volumes may be ready to vouch is not tho
cose at present. Thus, when Brue returned
from his journey to the acacia forests, he had
in his possession 400,000 pounds of gum, besides
slaves, ivory, ostrich feathers, and ambergris
washed ashore on the coast and traded from
tribe to tribe as o precious favouring
substance, while the number of negroes
despatohed evory yeer to America and to
Europe was, we have seen, prodigions. In
two years—10685 and 1686—1,800 wore bought
at the Bisseo ond Bissagos Islands alone, and
next year nearly half as many, not, of course,
taking into account the cargoes picked up in
every river, north and south. Hence, even
with a little loss from plunder by the natives
snd poeulation by the faclors—Iluxurious
geutlemen who, according to the frank tales
told by Briie, had slaves to wash their feet and
comb their hair—the profits ought to have
been preat.  Yet we know that company aftor
sompeny failed, and forts changed hands
with such amazing rapidity that uniil we con-
sider the story of the African colonies that
began in tradling-posts, the history of their
ups and downs had bost Le loft anwritten,
The English, we have slready learnod, had
11

not been exempt from these vicissitudes,
They, too, had dreamed of Timbuctoo, and by
the beginning of last century had been in-
focted by the general longing to reach the
interior from whence cameo the morchandise
sold to them by the wily middlemen at
profits altogether disproportionate to their
trouble. The voyages of George Thompsen
and Richard Jobson had not been for-
gotten, though, in a way, they had not
been suceessful, and the stories brought back
to London and to the (ambia factories of
the enterprise of the Fremchimnen fired once
more the English traders to discover whether
in the intorior there was moro wealth than
had hitherto been hrought to the coast. One
of these tales was that of a merchant in
Charles the Second’s day, whe we now know
was called Vermuyden, though, sccording
to his own account, ho carefully concealed
his neme lest he should be sent by the
Government on another such expedition as
that which he records. From this not
altogether indisputable narrative® this mer-
chant, after accurnulating much wealth on
the Gambin, had visited somse of tho interior
gold-miines, washing sometimes ny much as
fifty-seven grains of gold from ten pounds of
sand, & “ prospect ” good enough to rejoice the
heart of a Californian or Australinn, The
explorer, however, gives us littls indication of
how far he ascended the viver, or any account
* Tt was found among Dr. Hooke's Posthumous Papers.
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of the comntry except that while engaged
in “rocking ” the sands he wos attocked
by wn ineredible number of baboons, who
wonld “listen to no omtory but guns” and
whio bug for this speeies of persasion wonl,
he believes, have torn the party to pivces. At
night » hippopotanus drove its teeth through
their bost, w mishap that was aveided in
fubnre by hanging a lnptern over the hows, these
aniteds wlways keeping ab some distencs from
light shining on the water. The prospeetars,
thongh provided with mercary, lead, and
horax for amalgmnating purposes, seem to
have possessed Little practical knowledge of
gold-ining, a species of lore at that time
diftieult for any Englischman to obtain:
for they would sometimes lring iron
prrites to the bont, inder the notion that it
was the precious wmetal, and were nt times
indueerld to try the divining-rod, though this
instrutent was never suecessfal, pinsibly, the
author stegests, beeause its virtues had dried
up during the voyaye from Englund to Afrie.
The entive narrative of Vermuyden is, how-
ever, tinetnred with suspicion. He is too
vague for the geoprapher, and though he s
ctithnsiastio over the gold, no one has since
hig jnumey discovered the deposits from which
b washed what “ surprised him with joy and
admimtion,” while the names and deseriptions
of the places passed] look as if they hud Leon
taken fram Jolson.  Hewever, Rarthelomew
Stibbe, who teems to have rend his jowrnal,
exprosses no doubt s to the truth of Ver-
muyden’s storvy. Yot it he did actually make
the voynge he deseribes, he nst, from the fact
of Ty having been absent three months after
passing Rarvakeonda, have gone far beyond any
previons explorer. assaming that he id not
loiter o great deal on the way, sinee Jubson
spent no nere than ewelve dnys in covering
the distanse he went beyond the then bomds
of Buropean kuowludgs of the Gambin, Be
that s it may—and, @ 0 one has soon Tor-
miyden’s jonal except Stibbs, the doubt
fs to its suthority must for ever remsin
unsolverd—until the maviner just mentioned
mado Lis voyage, the interior of Africa had
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been left wmdisturbed by Englishmen, who
were now to enter upon that course of ex-
Ploration which they have ever since pursued
with such wnremitting industry. The Dutch
and the Danes never made any pretence uf
wlvancing knowledge,  They remained in
their factories on the const, attending strictly
to businesy, andl leaving to others the task of
pulling the chestnuts out of the fire for, as
thoy haped, the traders who had done nothing
to help them. As for the Portuguese, they
seem to have, at a very carly date, abandoned
any notion of cownpeting with the Northerners
in this region. They still kept factories and
forts on the Guinea Coast and its islands
(p. 45} ; but it was to Angola and tho eastern
side of the continent that their principal
attention was given, and from which their
Jjourneys into the interior were directed. In
these ciroumstances the Royal African Com-
pany, under the enlightened presidency of the
Duke of Chandos, saw thsir chance. Its
trade, a8 we have shown (p. 50), was not pros-
pering : veceipts were great, but expenditure
wns greater, and profits consequently were
nothing. Tt was thevefore resolved to find,
after the English fashion, new markets in
tho interior, or, at least, now sources of gain
that even the slave trade did not afford.
Aceordingly, in 1728, Captain Bartholomew
Stibbs was despatched on a voyage up the
(lambia. At James Fort (p. 59) ho found
that the governor to whom he was accredited
had suecumbed to the climate, and that the
factor wos in no way inclined to oxpedite a
journey from which possibly he foresaw littls to
his advantage. Canoes, the new-comer was
curtly told, were mot to be had, and, just
as Captain Stibbs was in hope that an in-
dignant letter which he had despatched would
arouse this gentleman from his lethargy, his
doad hody was Lrought down the river in the
Company’s pinnace. He, too, had perished
of & mental disorder, lrought on Ly the
minsma of the Lower (fambin, A month
had thus been lost, the viver was falling, and
some of the explorer’s best men were dying
or dead, before they could set out on an



BARTHOLOMEW STIRBS'S VOYAGE.

expedition that was already widely Lruited
abroad ag a gold-hunt. Up to this date no
such well-found party had cver set out on
such an errand. It consisted of fifteen
Europeans and thirty Africans, Desides
women and boys, who, not being on the pay-
roll, did not count as members of the ex-
podition. There were beside a * lingnister,” ox
interpreter, who, being n Christian, considered
himself s white man, “though as black as coal,”
and a “balafeu,” or native musician, to “ cheor
up the men and recruit them of an evening.”
Swarms of locusts, four or five miles in brondth,
had enten up the country before them, but
wherever they passed the tribesmen displayed
the same eagerness for trado that had leen
their characteristic when Jobson visited the
region more than a century before, So
anxions, indeed, were they for traffic that at
places on the Lanks they erected, as their
countrymen still do, rude fetishes, or charins,
in the shape of orossed sticks, under the
notion thet this wonld induce the strangers to
como ashors. As they neared Barrakonda, the
natives declared that beyond that part all was
barrenness and desolation.  Stibbs, however,
lelicving that this was a falsehood simply to
obtain for themselves a monopoly of the trade.
pushed on. But at Barrakonds he found
ono of those monuments of the slave trade
with which so wany subsoquont travellers
have become too farmiliar. This town was a
mass of blackened ins. No peopls were to
ha seen af a spot once the centre of a flourish-
ing market for all the surrounding country,
and the spacious plain stretching for miles
back from the river was no longer grazed by
cattle. All was desolation; a slave-hunting
king had destroyed the place and carried the
inhebitants down the river for sale to the
English factorics,

The sight was doubtless not & plessant one,
and to the negroes of the party secmed so
suggestive of the fate that might await them
that they refused to procecd farther. Beyond

Barrkonda, they declared, no man had cver
" yet proceeded. It was the end of the world
most likely, or, if there was any country
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farther to the east, it could only be a country
of savages, to travel among whom would be
simply putting the lives of the entire party
in danger. No argmnents were of avail In
vain the diplomatic Stibbs tried to persuade
them out of this folly. To no purpese did Le
endeavour to frighten them iuto obedience:
they knew when they were well off, and had
no intention cither of being enten or enslavord
by the mythical folk beyond, or being starved
to death in the deset, shonld this vegion be
without inhabitants, Then the astute sailor
resorted to the ultimate argument of all: he
produced a brandy-bottle and told the timid
Gmnlians to consult this oracle. The rosult
was what he expected—all fear vanished, and
in & fow hours they were plying their oass,
determined to go as far as the Enropeans;
with another bottle in their honds they would
have agreed to go even farther.

The Barrakonda « eataract "—a bayrier (in
the dry season) formed by a ledge of rock
crossing the river-bed—passed, they found
that the world woent a long way boyond
Not only was there couniry, but people
living in it; and, so far from being trucu-
lent monsters, they were o harmless folk,
who supplied the travellers with plenty of
fowls and other provisions. But crocodiles,
baboons and hippopotami became troublesome;
and, worse still, the sand-flats and shoals were
so frequent that, ofien sticking fast in 1mid-
strenm half-a-dozen times o duy, Stibbs was
compelled to return without oven reaching as
far s the Lmits of Jobsons voyage. This
was Tendy, still some distance ahead.

As might have been expected, Stibbs seems
not lo have been received very warmly by
his disappointed employers. Even tmhe sirange
the traders on the lower river,# who Jimiery of,
were in no way well disposed to Selomen.
outsiders from home being sent on such mis-
sions—albeit they had no wish to go on them in

* Among these was Francis Bloore, of James Inland,
who published Stibbe’s journal in the appendix to bis
“Travels into the Interior Parts of Afrien " (1738), with
an Iniroduction which in another place I hava ventnred

0 suggest was one of the earliest pleces of work exeonted
by Samuel Johuson for Edward Cave, the pablisher,
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person—accused him of “nndertaking to prove
that the Gambis was 1ot (he Nigor, nor o river
of Jong conse,” in hoth of which conclusions
tho gaplorer was perteetly correct. Tt would
nppenr, however, from incidental veferences in
Lils naerative, thal thouel Stibhs was the fisb
vayagee np tho Unmbia of whom avy vegoud
hay been kept sineo Jubson naide his ntteinpt
to reneh 'Thnbuctoo by that route, there had
been nther minor eseays in the same direction
during the interval, but, from no account
having Leen preserved, the probability is that
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noither proved nor disproved tho identity
of these stremmns with tho Niger, was the
story told by Job, Son of Solomon, “a king
in his own country,” Lut at the time we
ake his accuaintance a “negio servant” in the
culony of Maryland. It was so romantic, so
instinet with possibilities, that it seized the
popular imagination, gave o fresh start to
African exploration, and, one would fain hope,
sowed the sced of that detestation of the slave
trade which in afler-years produced so plenti-
ful o crop.  Job was the son of a chief of the
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they weve all failures, even more pronounced
than his own. Nor was Stibbs the enly ox-
plorer of English nome until the era of the
Jonrneys made under the Afriean Associntion
set in: for in 1799, Harvison, apparently an
employf of the Trading Company, roached
as tor ag Futatends, when, finding thet the
slonp coubl proceed no farther, he sent
Unprain Leach, with bouts, for over sixty milos
farther, where he was stopped by what he
deseribes ps an insurmonntable ledye of racks
in the river-hed.

Bug what did more for Africon exploration
thau these monotonons stories of jommeys
up the Senegsl and the Gaubia, which
never got auy fnrther, and never renched
Timbuetvo, aud brought back no gold, and

Fulahs who united in his porsen the duties
ot onco of prince and Moslom pontiff of the
Bondu country, lying in the watershod between
the Gambin and the Sensgal. Having had
accasion to visit the Gambia for business pur-
poses, Job was strictly enjoined by his father
not to cross the wiver, lost he should fall into
the hands of the Mandingoes, who were hitter
enenies of his raco. But, impelled by curiosity,
the young man neplected this precaution, and
unatiended hy any of his retinue, he por-
suaded o negro morchant to enter the hostile
tervitory with hini as interproter. Feeling the
hent of the day oppressive, he hung his gold-
mounted amns in o hmt by the way, and lny
down to sleep away in the shade the nuentide
sun, Not suspecting any danger, he and his
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THE STORY OF JOB

companion, while thus defenceless, were sur-
prised by & party of Mandingoes, seized,
chained, and brought to Joar, where he was
sold to Captain Pyke, then engaged in “ com-
pleting an invoice of servants ” for the
“ American plantations” Lesrning the rank of
his chattel, the trader permitted him to send
£ message to his father, so that an opportunity
of vansom might be aflorded, But bofore the
wmessengers of King Solomon arrived with the
purchase-money, Job was well on his way to
the New World, In Annapolis he was sold
to the owner of a tobacco-plantation, wha,
finding that he had not beon accustomed
to labour, set himn to herding cows. This
occupation to a Fulah was congenial onough.
However, he was annoyed by leing watched
by & boy when he ietired to the woods to
pray after the Moslem manner, until, weazied
with the fmpertinences to which he wag
subjected without being able to complain, he
determined to seek a more sympathetic
waster.  Wandering into the county of Kent
then part of Delawave, he was scized as a
fugitive slave and thrown into prison until his
owner could be found. Fortunately for him
he met with a Mz Bluet, who, hearing him
pronounce the words Allah and Mohammed,
snw that he was 2 Mohammedan, and from his
offable menner and the “easy composure of his
countenance ” no comnmon bondman, By-and-
by there came along a negro who spoke the
Joloff languago, as naturally many blrck men
did in » dny when every week hundreds of
fresh arrivals from Afriea were being poured
into Amerien. To this interpreter Job told his
story, with the result that his “owner” fatched
him home, and, evidently impressed by the
tank of his chattel, or by the fact that the man
was spirited enough to take care of himself,
used him better than before his flight, allowing
him & place to pray in and some conveniences
caloulated to render his life more tolerable.

In the meantime, Job wrote in Arabic to his
father, but, owing to the vessel by whichit was
toreach the Upper Gambin having lefs England
before the letter arrived, the epistle lay several
months in London, where, happening to be seen
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by the famous Mr, afterwards Goneral, Ogle-
thorpe, who occupied a high place in the
Afvican Company, that gentleman, touched by
the pathetic talo of thoe royal captive, gave in-
struetions to ransom and brmg hun to England,
with the view of 1etuming tho hopless prines
to his native country. This was done, and
in Aprdl, 1783, Job aivived in London The

-~

WANDLRING IULAH, (dfter Groy and Dochiord )

friend by whose exertions ho had bean rescued
from slavery was James Edward Oglethorpe,
the founder of Georgia, the friend of Wesley,
Pope, and, in after-days, of Johvson and
Boswell (p. 168). But before the African landed
in Britain Oglethorpe had left on the voyage
that rosulted in founding the now flourishing
city of Savannsh. Job, however, found plenty
of friends, by whom he was introduced to
the King and Queen, and the royal family,
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reveiving, among ofher attentions, a gift of o
gold watch from Her Majesty.  The Duke of
Montagu also invited him to his house, where
he tnales the neaintanes of the principal per-
sunages Dn the eapital ; among thom was Sir
Hans Sloune, founder of the British Museum,
by whem, alter Job lad lowmed to speak
English, ho was cuployed to translato some
of the Arbie uanuseripts in his libary,
Endowed with n prodigious memory, he wrote
ont theee wonnplets coples of the Koran, with
no vther aid than reeollection, and withont
using the first in preporing the other two,
Mechanisin of all kinds took his fancy, and,
though & zealons Mohammedan, he displayod
quite as much anxiety to learn about “infidel
religions as regarding move secular branches
of knowledge,

After more than a year's stay, he set out
for Africa, and arrived ot James Fort in
Angust, 1734, In England Job's disposi-
tion had been of the gentlest; on the
Cinnbia the very sight of individuals belong-
ing to the nation that had sold him into
slavery roused in his mind such violenl anti-
pashy that it was with difficulty he could be
prevented from killing the first Mandingo
whont he met.  Every scrap of news he
eugerly listened to; but of all the tidings
which the JAnglifed Fulah heard, nothing
delighteil him %0 mnch as that the chief by
whom he huwl been thrown inte slavery was
afterwards kifled by the accidental discharge
of iy own pistol, Job expressing an enrnest
hope that this fatel weapon had been the one
received as part of the price of his cap-
tivity. All the tidings the retwrning slave
obtained were not, however, so pleasant as this.
For after waiting impatiently four montbs for
# letter which ho had at ouce despatched
to his father, messengers arrvived with the
information that the old king had died alwost
imuediately on hearing thot his son was again
in Africa, nl that his country, owing to o
long wur in which it was ivolved, wos then
in a very distracted condition. He also
loarned thut oue of his wives had married
agsin, but thet the new lusband, hearing of
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Job's return from o land so far away, had
discreetly absconded, Determined, however,
to wait no longer without seoing his fiiends
ael family, Jub set off for Dondw, and in
vain we search the literature of the African
teade after thal date for further tidings
abont him. He might have been killed, for
if he hud been captured he would son
havo been heard of ; or settling down to fight
and be fought, to enslave instead of being
enslaved, he, after the fashion of his people
and his faith, soon sloughed off the veneer
of civilisation obtained in the Houmse of
Bondege and in the land of the Infidels. As
all avents, Job, son of Solomon, Pontift and
King of Bondu, vanishes entirely from
history, though, as we shall presently see, the
interest aroused by his romantic story and his
stay in London did so much to advance
African exploration that his capture and
captivity may not unjustly bo set down to the
credit of o trafiic thet has so little to he
proud of*

By this time the Gambin and the Senegal
wera becoming familiar rivers, A voyage to
Galam or to Barrakondn was mo The
longer regardod as rvomarkablo,
while the natives, as we can gather ool
from the journals of Francis Moore, Atrica,
who was trading on the former river for the
Afriean (ompany, had coased to be even the
moderately primitive folle they were in the
days of Captain Jobson, or cven in those of
Coptain Stibbs.  Fawmilinrity with the whites
Iind improved neither their manners nor their
mornls. Begging was the mile: insolence was
frequently superadded. The King of Barsalli
was an averngs type of the kind of potentate
who had grown up under the slave trade.
Visiting Joar, he chose to reside in the factory,
for no other reason than that he preferred its
accowmodation to that of his own house in
the town, and took possession of the trader’s

familiarity
that bred
conampt

*The story of Aylb jbn Suleywan ibn Ibrahim, to
give him his full Arabic name, is contained in Bluet's
pamphlet, * Some Memoirs of the Life of Job, the Hon
of Bolomon, ithe High Triest of Boonds, in Africa’
(1794), sad in Mooze’s * Travels,” ete, (1748),



THE KING OF DARSALLL

room ani bedstead simply beeause they wore
the best w the place, Finding the whito
man objected to so cavalier a proceeding, his
sable Majosty promptly proeeedod to take the
keys of the store-roow froin him, and there
and then to holp himself and his courtiers to
whatever took their fancy in the shape of
food and drink. Dut “brandy was his main
honk,” end he applied hiwself so frecly to an
anker of it that for three days the sovercign
was in o state of “voyal drimkenness” This
supply being exhanstod, he searched the house
for move, though without offoct until he
came to & room whore one of the servants
of the Company lny ill. Espying a case
that worc s promising aspect, he ardercd
it to be opened. In vain the owner affirmed
from his sick-bed that it containod nothing
but papers, “of no valtue to anyone save
the owner.” The King knew better than that
—~he was “too well acquainted with liquor-
enses to be fobbed off with any sueh story “—
and, to prove his diserimination, procoeded to
apen it and partake of the contents, which, as
ho expected, consisted of six gallons and
o-half of excellent cognac. A fresh outburst
of bacchanalian rovelry followed, though, “to
to the King justice,” the sympathetic Moore
admits, he often invited the factor whomn
he hed robbed to take a share of his own
brandy. When this supply was exhausted,
end there seemed no chance of a fresh one
being forthooming, the party bogan to talk of
taking their departure in search of a cellar
better stocked. However, before doing so,
they determined to make one more sarutiny
of the premises, and as they were threo
hundred and the white men three, the King
and his courtiers ran riot among the slender
furnishings of Joar factory, pockeling every-
thing they had a mind to, and then, seeing
that there wae no more to be had, took an
adien as ceremonions as if they had boen the
most welcome of grests.

Yet, to show the degradation that had
befallen the Gambia River.natives in the few
yews that had elapsed sineo they would die
rather than touch wine, the King of Barealli
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was 2 zealous Mohawmedan, and—when not
drank—prayed fervontly.  This, Lowever, was
only when nothing stronger than Avngm
water was to be Lad, for if ymn his own
was  plentiful—and His Majosty “"
was not particulor so long as the boverage
was intoxienting—he usced to rise at night,
drink till daylight, then ent, and go to slovp
near sunsch; then ho rose, drank copivusly,
and wens to sleep until it was time to begin
his tippling again.  His unguenchinhle thirst
kopt his subjects in & perpetual terror; for
whenever ha found his supply of Lrandy rnn-
ning low, he dospatehed & message to Forg
Jaes requesting o cargo fo be sont in ex-
change for slaves—a call that the honest
Dritish merchants met with alacrity. Mean-
time, while the liquor was cowing up the
river, the King would sttack a neighbouring
town, set five to three parts of it, and, station-
ing his guards at the lourth, seize the people
us they tried to escape. These captives were
usually the subjects of his neighbour-chiefs,
But if he happened not to be at war with
anybody in particulay, then his own people
had to pay with their persons the Lrandy-bill
at James Fort; for, unlike most of the Africoan
sovereigns, this ruffian's power seeimns to have
been absolute. His chiefs did not roguire to
be consulted, and as their king was so were
they, They drank and robled, kidnappod and
enslaved, and when mad with un would join
their lord and mester in his favourite pas-
time of shooting nt the canoes passing up
the river, shrieking with drunken meiment
when & bullet made the paddle drep from &
dead man's hands (p. 169).

The footors of this time we have already
gketehed. They were excellent examples for the
black men around them. For their business
wns to be the receivers of stolen property, if
they did not themselves steal, and, as a list of
the whites who died at the staticns in the
Gatobin from 1780 to 1735 chows, temperance
in the chief article of their trade was not any
more practised among themselves than it was
prenched to the natives, Thus, Mr. Robert
Forbes, writer, at Joar, died of hard drinking,
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and Mr. Houghion, at James Fort, of tao
heavy a dose of landantm : Cuptain Major
was killod by the natives of Kasson in revenge
for an injuey, wul several wen of Captain
Wiblinms” vowpany by o mating of his slaves;
Me. Lowther, superearge of the Buugper sloup,
%was shog in the belly by his negroes,” wd

GLYXLUBAL OULETIORPL. (Fiout € Friak)

Mr. Ruilton, factor at Breke, died from o fall,
eorraeting his Llack boy perhaps too passion-
ately;” while Mr. James Ellis is rerorded m the
docwment from which these edifying notes are
extracted to have ended his eareer & “martyr
to yun”  Buelt heroes deserve to be recorded
quite as much as the theee sluves who wore
eprried off by eroeodiles in eloso proximity to
the Company's tealing-stations.  The traders,
even in the same employ, quarrelled bittedy,
and synwetimes earried thelr will to ench
other so far that they would instigaie the
natives to insnlt and rob the white man
agninst whom they had o grudge,

The hest men of that peviod, no duali,

OF AFRICA.

(lid wot scck employment in Aftica, any
more than the pick of Lendon are nowa-
tlays to be fonnd on the Guinea Coast.  Dat,
of lute years, everybhing in Africs had been
stoadily deteriorating. Evil communications,
the intamy of the traffie in which the men
were engaged, and tho horrible condition of
saciety into which the outiages necessavy for
keeping the market supplied had plunged the
natives, corrupted more and more manners
mever goud.  Kasson had lecome a town
noted for doing mischief. No European could
poss it without the risk of Dbeing insuited,
until, being taken and plundered by a neigh-
bouring potentate, the people became, as
bullies are prone to becowe under such
treatment, ¥ the civilest on the whole river”
Factories dotted ench bank of the stream,
more strongly fortified than in earlier times,
since the country vound ahout was almost
always in a condition of chronic war
Brsiness wos mot so easy as of old, and
though the up-river poople were not quite so
insolont or so corrupt as those mentioned,
they had some customs that were extremely
undesirable from & commercial point of view.
For instance, if a bargain were made, it conld
be vepudiated in the course of the day on
condlition of the article bonght being returned.
This naturslly led to extovtion from the whites.
Thus, o trader bought & cow, and, being a
gentloman of eccontrie taste, mwputated its
tail. This reaching tho ear of the seller, he
immediately saw his chance of demanding
bock the animal, claiming at the same time
three hundred times the prico originally paid,
08 compensation for the mutilntion of his
animal ; and as the entire population backed
up the habit and wont of the place, the
trader was compelled to pay and wait his turn,
This soon oceurred ; for visiting the place with
an armed vessel, he enticed several of the
principal peaple on board and clapped them
in ivons until restittion was made. Out- -
witted in this foshion, the African not being
n tevengeful individual, the sharpers admitted
that they had beenwell served out,and resumed
their intevcourse, on tho old awicable terms,
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with the man who had collected old debts in
s0 now a way, At Fatatende the limits of
the Company’s traffie were renched.  Here the
(ambia is as broad as the Thames at London
Bridge, the country of Kantara round about
being & great plain continually cchoing with
the roar of wild hensts. The Company’s
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it in a seeret place at night, stealme to lus
hoard to pmtake of a “night-cap” like a
miser to his hidden heaps of gold.

Lvorybody of any consequenes was in those
days, as in ours, very much mnried  Whole
villages consistod of one man, his wives, his
childron, and his slaves To keep such  pack

THE KING OF BARSALLI'S PASTIME (p 167).

factory was situnted on a high rock near the
water’s edge, and the lonely agent in charge
seewns to hovo had about as agreeabls a time
with the king of that region as his colleagne
at Joar had with the bibulous sovereign of
Buwsalli, For brandy wag what his up-river
majosty lusted after on all his too rumerons
visits, He did not ask for it; he simply soized
‘a.a.nd drank it, so that the factor was conipelled,
if he was to have any for his own use, to bury

of termagants in order would have been
difficult without the help of Mumbo Jumbo,
the avenging evil spirit who arives at intervals
and inflicts dire punishment on all offenders
against marital and other codes of morals, and
who is possessed of an amount of Jocal know-
ledge which in the minds of snyono less
superstitions then the West African would
maise a well-founded suspicion 4s to the
local origin of this convenient demon-deity.
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Tho traders were under the protection, such
as it was, of the hewdman, It many of
thern proferrad to protect themselyes, and
not o fow seem, as huppews still, to have
sunk protty well to the level of the swvages
avound then,  They believed in vmens, if
not in Mumbo Jumbn, or ¢ Horeys” (p. 130),
arel wrre not sure whether theve was not
somothing in the Gambia belief that everyone
who dies owes his death either to witchoraft
ot to brecking smne vow; and one white
wian thoroughly believed in the Mandingu
method of discovering o thief, by forcing the
suspected person to dip his hands into beiling
water. The result was invarinbly satisfactovy,
Either he refused to do so, when, of course, no
further inquiry was necessery, or if he did
they were sealded, a circumstance that sestled
his gl without further demur.  This teader,
who happened to be master of n vessel, pro-
ceeded to test, after this summary manner,
the innocence of his crew touching the
loss of o wusket. Naturally, all of them
were senlded.  But, unfortunately for the
captain, just a8 he was trimmphing over the
sieceess of his judieinl process, the missing
g was unexpectedly found in his own
custady, on awkward eiveumstance which for
o time endangered his life at the hands of the
not unjustly mutivous erew, who, happening
to be negroes, lay in wait for him, and before
long exaeted an ample compensation. for their
WInIgs,

TUE AFRICANY ASKOCIATION,

Al this time, though na regular exploration
wos wolng on in Africa—or at least in this
port of it—Timbuetoo and the interior were
not forgotten. (ireat quantitics of Africon
products were reaching England and other
Furopean countries overy yeor, and the
slaves despatched to the Amerivan planta-
tions, in spite of many isolated voives mised
here and there in protest sgainst the in.
Iquity of the traffie, were as numeruus s ever,
Adanson, the famous naturslist—after whom
Adunsuniv, the Baobab-tres, ox Monkey-bread
{p. 64}, is named—had explored the aniwal
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andl vegetable life of the Sencgal, and hig
works had famalingised tho cultured men of
Enrope with the tribes and plants and beasts,
with the dark woods, the marigots or crocks,
tho overflow lukes, the guin-forests, the desex,
and the ostrichos commsing ovor it, the red-
loggeil partridges and Guines-fowls, the grey
hares and Darbary qnuils, the sand-grouse
and suipe, the graceful antclopes, clumsy
viver-horses, and the pigeons that cooed by
the million in the dense woods. And Seugnier,
cast away on the shores of the Szharn north
of the Sencgal, had added to the stores of
geographical knowledge much interesting in-
formation regarding that country and the
wilil tribes inhabiting it,

The time had now come for that systematie
esploration of Africa which for more than a
century has never halted. Al travelling
previous to the period we have now arived
at, interesting and important though it was,
way be regarded as simply preliminary to the
great jonrneys of the next century—=ll the ex-
lorers who hnd hitherto felt their way into the
intevior as ngents in advance for the explorers
vhose advent was now due. In England,
geographers hod long been divided into two
camps—those who belioved that the Gambia
was the Niger mouth, and the remainder wha
held by the Senegal as its seaward end.
High words unbefitting the dignity of science
wore wont to be uttered by the rival com-
latants, though, ns the Sencgal belonged to
France, and France thereforo leaned to the
first-named hypothesis, the sturdy Briton pre-
ferred to accept the Gambia as his hold-by.
And there wes quite as much to be said for
the one assertion as for the other, and noither
wis right ; for, as we now know, the Nigoris a
river perfectly distinet from either of the two
50 long believed to be identical with it.

In 1788, however, the mists began to clear
away, An impression seized some of the
bost minds of England that the Niger was
not to be found and followed by expaditions
up either the Gambin or the Senegal, whicl
always onded at noarly the same place, the.
rivers folling just et the time when the latest
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exploror was arriving al or getting a little
beyond the farthest limits of his predecessor.

Among goographers who shared this Lelief

were Siv Joseph Buuks, President of tho Royal
Hoeiety (p. 178), who twenty years before hnd
ancompaiied Captain Cook on his fanous ex-
pedition round the world, the Enrl of Galloway,
the Bishop of Llandaff, Lord Rawdon (afler-
warls Marynis of Hastings), Genernl Conway,
§ir Adam Foergusson, Mr. Beaufoy, and Major
Rennell, at that period thoe most expert charto-
graphor living. These gentlemen deteriined
to form themselves into the African Associa-
tion, the object of which was to send ex-
plorers to find and follow the Niger. This
was on the 9th of June, 1788, and from that
period until their labours were crowned with
suecess, and the newly founded Geographical
Society, with its more festive predecessor, the
Raleigh Club, charged themselves with the
work so long pursned by the older body, they
ceased not to pluy a grent part in the history
of savage Africa,
The tirst cwnissary whom they despatehed
did nothing to deserve a place in this
chronicle, oxcept that ho died on
Ledrasd pfvican soil PBut the story or
John Tedyard is so romantic that there would
be & blank in the history of the seekers after
Timbuctoo were ho to be dismissed with so
brief & notico. The son of a New England
sen-captain, he soon desorted the law, to which
he had been bred. But he was so little fas-
einatedd by the Missionary College for the Con-
varsion of Red Indians which he then entered
that, instend of trying to wean them from
their savage ways, they managed to convert
him so far that ho ran away, and for a time
windered among the Six Nations to the
borders of Canade. A second attempt to
settle down to books was not much more sne-
cessful ; for, howing down a tree, he formed a
rude “dug-out” in which, with no more
elaborate equipment than & bear-skin, an Ovid
and o New Testament, ho floated down the
Connectieut River to Hartford, o distance of
* 130 miles along a stream broken by rapids, in
the hopo that some relatives who lived there
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would put him in the way of something less
vagabond, Dut the Hartford Ledyards scum
to have come to the couelusion that a youth
who had Leen lawyer, parson, and savage
beforo he was nineteen was not tho kind
of person to help. For about this perier,
abandoning the Church and his native land,
ho shipped as o sailor from New London to
Gibraltar ; but, liking tho sea no better than
any of his many previous pursuits, he deserted,
and when next soon was discovered by his
captain among the awkward squad in red
coats and black gniters leaming the goose-
step on the Alnmeds parade-ground. A
soldier’s life appears not to have charmed him
any more than & sailor’s, since he readily per-
mitted himself to be bought off and to retum
to New England in the ship in which he had
left it. Seized with & romentic pussion for
discovering the “rich and noble family * frai
which he was descended~—an amusement still
rouch in favour with his countrymen—
Ledyard soon afterwards took passage from
New York to London, where, not being
veceived with any marked fexvour by bis
supposed kinsfolk, he enlisted in the marines,
in order to qualify himself for a post in
Captain Cook’s third and last voyage. He
succeeded in obtaining the office of ship's cor-
poral, and in that capacity became known to
Sir Joseph Bunks, In the course of the
voyage Ledyard took part in various minor
explorations, and acquitted hitpsell so well
that on the return of the vessels ho received
his discharge, and tried to get up w fur-
trading cxpedition to Nootka Sound. Failing
in this venture—which in the course of the
noxt thirty years yielded such enormous
profits to various speculators—he endeavoured
to enlist Sir Joseph Banks in a scheme for &
journey across America from the Atlantie to
the Pacific. The revolutionary war, which had
then broken out, left England in no mood for
Americon sxploration, and so Ledyard lost the
chance of anticipating Mackenzie, and Lowis,
and Clark in traversing the continent from
ocennt to ocean. Sir Joseph, either out of
chayity or to get quit of the ship’s corporal,
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gave him ten guineas, awl with this slender
capital Ladymd st ont for St Petasburg,
with the infention of first erossing Siberfamd
then, sailing from Kamsehatke to Nootha
Sutind, reaell the Atlaatie by o roato he tud
e managed to get as

laidd ont for himselt

far a8 Stock-

holm, b,
finding that
the Guif of
! Bothnie, which he attempted
. to eross on foob, was not

frozen oll the way over, he
retumerd to the Swedish eapital, determined to
walk round the Gulf  This feat ho nctually
accomplished in the dopth of winter, reach-
ing St Potersburg without, we may well
believe, enusidering the eapital with which
he started, the smallest smount of money
m his pocket. Here, however, he mnde
friends, and was permitiod to accompany
& detachinent of stores to akutsk, and
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thenee to Okznkoff Modest assurance was
one of tho few eqnipments in which Tedyand
was nover deficient ; or, perhaps it would be
more kindly to say, the young New Eng-
Lugler was too much of an enthusiast ever
to coucorn himsell aboul tho proprielics of

PRERTOWN, SIERRA LTONL.
(Fiom @ Photogratd by Reo, . T F Nullypry.)

civilised life, Making the acquaintance of the
Portugueso Awbassador, he was invited to
dinner, and went without shoes or stockings,
for the all-sufficiont reason that by this
time he had none. Here he drew o bill for ten
guinens on Sir Joseph Banks, and, investing
the monay in some nenessaries, set off on his
journey of 6,000 miles, and accomplished it,
when, without any explanation, he was seized
in the nuwne of the Empress Catherine, placed
in a slodge batween two soldiers, and con-
veyed, in the depth of winter, across two
continents. Then, baving arrived at the
Polish frontier, the traveller was discharged
with the curt intimation that if he returned
to Russin agnin he would certainly be hanged,
but that, if he had o mind to go back to Eng- *
and, his guards wished him a pleasant journey.
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Tt is probsble that Ledyard's name having
been by this time whispered in connection
with his abortive fur-company, jealousy of his
supposed real object had led to this extremely
antocratic proceeding, At all events, he had
no recourse but to beg his way to Kunigsberg,
where, arriving covered with rags and dirt,
worn. by hunger and hardship, and wenkened
Ly disease, without fiiends, credit, elothes, food,
or the wherewithal to procure any, he was
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me, and unifomly so: and fo edd to this
virtae, so worthy of the appellation of beneve-
lent, these actions have been porformed in so
froo and kind & wanner thet if T was diy I
drank the sweet draught, and it hungry ate
the conrse morsel, with a double velish ”

The courage aud physique of this man
marked him out as a fitting agent of the new
Association, His “open counlenance” and

compelled to draw once more on Banks—
this time for five guineas—aond return lo
London, How could the man travel so
far with so little¢ The answer he gave
when this question was put to him by Mz
Beaufoy, Secrelary of the Afvienn Associa-
tion, may be useful to others, His sufterings
were excessive, and, but for the conpas-
sionate temper of women, he must have
perished dwing his long journey over a
region where, even with the most ample
of sppliances for comfort, the hardships
are exceptionally great. “I have observed
snong all nations,” Ledysrd wrote in his
note-book, “that the women ornament
themselves mwore than the men; that
wherevar found they sre the sama kind,
civil, obliging, humane, tender Doings;
that they are ever inclined to be gay and
cheerful, timorous and modest They do
not hesitale, like & man, to perfarm »
hospitable or generous nction ; not hanghty,
nor arrogant, nor supercitious, but full of

conrtesy and fond of society ; industrious,

geonomical, ingenious; more liable in
goneral to err than man, but in general,
also, more virtuous and performing more
goodl netions than ho. Inever addressed myself
in the languago of decency and friendship to
a woman, whether civilised or sevage, without
roceiving a decent and friendly answer; with
men it has been often otherwise. In wander-
ing over the Lmren plains of inhospitable
Denmark, through honest Sweden, frozen
Lapland, rude and churlish Finland, unprin-
cipled Russin, and the widesprond regions of
* the wandering Twtar, if hungry, dry, cold,
wet, or sick, woman hog ever been friendly to

B1R JOSEPR BAKKS, (l:om ¢ Prnt)

“unquiel eyo” seem to have impressed Ilr.
Beaufoy, thongh it may be questioned whether
the two wero compatible, and nssuredly
the explorer who professed himself in the
evening ready “ to starl to-morrow morning”
must have had a better notion of the dramatic
effoet of his words than of the caveful prepora-
tion which & suceessful expedition demands.
It is doubtful how far he might have re-
doemied his promises to do his bust or perish
in the attenipt; for at Cairo, waiting for the
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doparture of the Setmanr catavan, he cou-
teneted u billous fever which, rreated with
violont medicines, proved fatal,  He eoufessed
to huve endnied the extrenitios of hnman
siffering, tu have had food given to hing in
eharity as o madi, and af tines to have
sheltered bitnself nuder that disunise te avoid
o henvier calwudty,  © My distroases,” he told
Mr. Bennfuy, “huve been greater than I have
averowned or will own to any man” Yet it i
open to argument whether the enlogies on his
fitness fur the task txigned him were quite
merite,  Something ore than mere enurgy
withour traiuing is essential to the exploration
of & new country, and the assurance that
carties o man like Ledyard throngh Earope
would net unlikely fail him in s region so
widely different as Africa

The next emissery of the Asseciation was
My, Lueas, Originally enguged in mereantile
affairs in Cadiz, he had been cap-
tured Ly o Sallen rover, and pussed
threc youwrs in slavery in Morocev. On receiv-
ing his freedom he wis appointed Viee-'onsul
in that country, whers he resided sixteen
yeurs, and amquired o funiiar acyuaintance
with the Moors and the Ambic language
This seenred for him the post of Oriental
Tuterpreter to the British Cowet, and, on his
desiring to undertake ay journey in the ser-
viro of the Associntion, he was divected to try
to rench Fezzan, on the route to Timbuetoo,
by the woy of Tuipoli, retmrning »id the
Gawbin, or the West Coast generally, as he
fovnd wogt convenient. A vevolt of the triles
wuiler the Turkish Government, in the pro-
vinee of Tripoli, deleyed his jowrney. Mean-
while two Shereefs, or descendants of Meham-
med, nrriving at the const with sluves, senna,
and gther articles for sale, offered to tuke
My, Tneas back with them to Fezzan, the
sinetity of their pewons rvendering them,
and those under their protection, independent
of the disturhed condition of the eonniry.
The Dnshaw of Tripoli, then a funetionary
almost itdepondent of the Sulten of Turkey,
though faviurable to My Tucas, would fain
bave disennded him from wndertaking =

Lucas,
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jommney in which he might e held as
a lwstage by the rebel Arbs. But on
the Shereefs pointing out that thoy hadl
lready sont & wessago to thelr king in-
timuting the carly arrival of a Christian, to
proserve these holy men from suffering the
inlignity of having dust thrown over their
lLwwds (the only punishment which it is per-
witteld to befall those of the Prophets kin)
should the Fezzan sovercign hio augry at the
disappointment, the party wore permitted to
leave on the 1st of February, 1780, Thoy
touks that route by Mesurnta which in after-
days was so ofton followed, over a country dvy
and sandy, except whore here and there ninong
the stony tracts a little verdure grew, and in
these places tho ruins of a Roman temple or
nionunent or tomb remained a3 a memorial
of a time whon the region, now so bar,
barren, and forlorn, was one of the colonies of
the World's masters,

On the fifth day they arrived at Mesurala,
where tho traveller was politely received Ly
the Turkish governor, who, having resided in
Ttaly, was hetter aoqueinted with the eustoms
of Buropeans than the Stamboul officials of
that dmy were, But all attempts to hire
camels from the rebel tribes proving useless,
the party were compelled o halt until bottor
times, and My, Taeas to retum whence he
eumo, after collecting from traders and others
mueh nsefnd, and, it aftorwards proved, fairly
accurate, information vegarding the regions
betweon the const and the Niger, from which
Mujor Rennell, aided by »ll the existing
1aterinls, compiled & map of Afrien,

The North having for the time being proved
a closed routo, the Association next turned
their attention to the West Coast.

. att and

Ab Siorrs, Leone a settlement had Winter-
been formed for freed negroes,

Accoydingly from this basis Messrs. Watt and
Winterbottom, in 1704, explored Futa Jallen,
Iy sailing up the Rio Nunez to Kaknndi, and
thence for sixteen days through a country in
nany places barren, but in others extremely
frultfnl, end abounding in vast herds of cattle.
This region seemed even then to have suffered
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Little at the hands of the white man, for at
cvery village the travellers wore hospitably
entertnined and condueted, with their baggage,
in safety snothor stage on their journey.
Lalé they reckoned to coniwin 5,000 people.
Here they henad much about Timbuetoo from
the trndors who went there rogularly ; but the
vond was represented as extremely dangerous,
The ruler of Labé was anxious to send one
of his sons to be educated in England, and
at Tinbo, tho eapital of Futa Jallon, a town
of 7,000 inhabitants, the king was equally
polite.  Maize and rice were overywhere
cultivated by the women, and, contrary to tho
rulo elsewhere, castied to market by the men,
who were sometimes absent on their trading
journeys for eight weeks at a stretch. Cattle,
horses, mulss, asses, sheep, and goats pastured
on the hills. Iron was mined and smelted by
the women, who also weaved cloth, while their
husbands worked in iron, silver, wood, and
lenther,  Schools were plentifnl; most of
the poeople could read; books of law and
theology were not uncommon, and, though
the mosques were numerous, the natives were
not then, any more than they are now, bigoted
Mohammedans., Most of the towns were well
fortified, considering the force likely to be
brought against them. The reason was that
the Fulahs were a warlike peoplo, capable
of placing 16000 mon in the feld, and
prone to hostilities against their neighbours,
since “ they could not, obtain European goods
without slaves, nor slaves withont making
war” However, only the young and strong
were taken; the old and feeble, to avoid trouble,
had their thvonts cut. But they exeused
themselves for this barbarity by declaring
thet the people whom they thus raided,
robbed, and murdered “never pray to God,”
and that, as the European factories would sell
guns, powder, and cloth for no other articles
exeept black men and women, the peoplo
whom tho travellers tried to porsusde into
mare poscofill pursuits had no alternative,
Moreover, did not *the Book” (the Koran)
" enjoin on the Faithful to make war sgainst
the Infidel¢ If however, some TEuropeans

would settle in tho country and show thein
how to grow produce salealle on tho const,
they would gladly give up tho slave trade,
which, moroover, owing to Buropean was,
was 1o longer profitable, fow captives Leing
bought, Finally, escorted Ly a strong body of
Fulahs, they reached Sicrra Leone (p. 172) by
another route, having made a journey which,
if followed up, might oven then have diverted
in the direction of the British colony much
of the trade which, with unavailing regvet,
and in spite of all efforts to turm its course,
now flows, and has for a long time past flowed,
into the Trench settlements,

Undeterred, indeed rather stimulated, by
the fate of his predecessor, the Association,
which hitherto had always had
more applicants for emplayment
than it conld utilise, next engaged Major
Houghton to try to reach the Niger and
Timbuctoo by way of the Gambia. TLeaving
England in 1790, news was reccived from
him up to July, 1791, when all tidings
ceased.  Houghton had been Consul in
Moroceo, and served at Goree, then seized
from the French, so that he was a more
capablo traveller than most whom the Asso-
ciation had despatched  Wiscly shunning
the river voute up the Gambia, he started
overland attended by only o fow followess,
and rcached Meding, the capital of Wuli,
where he was received with great hospitality
by the king (p. 184). Unhappily, however, a
fire deprived himy of o large shave of the
goods that constitute the ready-money of an
African traveller, so that at the very ontset he
was hampered, in passing wost to the Falomé
through Bambuk, wheve also he was received
with kindness. How he fared afterwards was
detailed in a note sent to Dr. Laidley, at
Pisanin factory: “ Major Houghton's compli-
ments: is in good health, on his way to
Timbuetoo, robbed of all his goods by Fenda
Bucar's son” However, either he obtained
more goods or was still in possession of
gomo, for soon after he fell into the power of
the Sahera Mooxs, wrs robbed of everything,
and left to die naked and alone in the desert.

Houghtomn.
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Frederick Homemann was another agens of
the Associntion,  He was u lenmed German, o
pupil of Blunenbuaeh, Heeren, and
Heyne,  Ariving in Fgypt just
before (he Freuch had Toded, he was im-
prisoned by the Mamelukes, But, to the evedit
of Bonapate, he freed him, offored him money,
guve him passports, and forwarded his letters
to the Association under his own seal.  The
uhject of this traveller wus to reach the Niger
by way of Beypt. This he did not actuaily
aceomplish, though he reacheil Fezzun Ly o
reute used betore the days of Herodotus, and
deseribed Ly the Father of History. From
this point he set out on a journey to Borny,
but whether he perished in the desert, or was
murdered, no man knows, for in 1800 he
disappeared from view and wus never heard
of aguin.

Hitherto the ill-snecess that had attended
the efforts of the Assoviation might have
wearied men less camnest, and, so far as the
majority of thew were concerned, less self-

HRormemaun,

UF AFRICA.

suerificing.  Dut if it did not deter Sir Joseph
Hunks and his collengues, it wnquestionably
had w depressing effeet upon the zeul of would-
be teavellers.  Death Dy thirst, by the speas,
by fever, by hunger, was uot an inspiriting
outlonk, All the unknown terrors of the
desert were added to what was alvendy too
tamiliar, so tha, instead of finding o dozen
volunteers coming forward to take the place
of the fallen explorer, the Association, for the
first time in the seven years of its carcer, had
to offor substantiel inducewents to entice a
fresh adventurer to apply. They had no,
however, long to wait, for in the spring
of 1795 & young Scottish surgeon offered his
serviees, which, to the lasting honour of the
comznittee, were promptly aceopted. The new
travellor was destined to win o great name in
the history of African exploration, and to
redecm with his life the failures of his pre-
decessors, His work, howoever, requires o long
chapter to itself. For his name was Mungo
Park.

GUM ACACTA  (deneln senegalensis).
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CHAPTER IX

ToE SEERERS AVTER TmiBucroo: MuNco PARK,

Mungo Park—THis Early Iafe—Teaves for the Gambia—Resides ot Pisanin ~His Sympathy for the Slave
Trade—The Natives of the Gambia since Moore's Day—Park sets out on his Jomney—Tts Peril«—The
Nature of tho Couniry between the Gambia ond the Senegal—Blackmailing Kings—Dishonest Guides
—Chnrms—The Fulsh Country—The Moral Influsnoe of Mohammedanism—In the Senegal Valley—
Trench Taste Apparent—Cuorious Ladirs—An Afmean King may be a Costly Acquaintance—A. Perilous
Night Journey—The King of Kajanga and his Dues—A Friend in Need who Proves mot to be a Friend
Indeed—Park’s Companions Begin to Lose Henrt—Serawulis—Park Ciomos the Senegal—Out of the
Frying-pan into the Fire—Demba Ssgo and his Family Proceed to Business—How to Convert a Nation
Wholesale—The Gratitude of the Jumbo Blacksmnith—A Dsbt-collecting Mission—Mors of the Kasson
Royal Family—Park Sets Out for Kaarta—War and Rumours of War—Ewl Days Set In.

Tre physician is perhaps the best of all
travellers. His edncation hos natually in-
cluded most of tho sciences necessary for the
explorer who wishes to study what he sces
among the peoplo, the animals, and the plants
of the regions traversed, while the healing art
has ever been a passport to the favour of the
rodest rnces. Hence most wanderers, even
when not “qualified practitioners” have
found it to their advantage to play tho doctor,
with results, if one may judge from the legends
bequenthed to their successors, not always
successful, though undeniably better than
those of the native medicine-man, whose ill-
will they generally manage to secure. Mungo
Tark was, however, one of the enrliest of the
oxplorer-surgeons of whom so many have
appenred within the past century. A farmer’s
son, born on the 10th of Scptember, 1771, at
Fowlshiels, on the banks of the Yarrow, in
Selkirkshire, the seventh child of a family of
thirteen, in cireumstances little raised above
those of the northern crofter, he inherited no
fortune, and received none, except the best
education that the Selkirk Grammar School
could afford. Excopt that he was dreamy and
reservod, & great reader, and a student of the
Border minstrelay, which Scott was then col-
lecting, there is no tradition of the future
explover being in any way distinguished above
the run of tho farmers’ and tradesmen’s boys
w}m were his class-fellows, But, knowing that
his father had to pinch and toil in order to
efiord him “the advantages” that he had
not himself obtained, the lnd studied havd,
12

though he disappointed- his family in failing to
be fired with the ambition of the rural Scot—
“to wng his head in a pulpit” He preferred
to be a doctor and, according to the country
custom, was duly articled to Dr. Thomas
Andexson, a medical practitioner in Selkirk, a
town in which still reside some of his descend-
ants engaged in the some profession. He was
then fifteen years of age. In the next three
years he acquired some routine knowledge of
physic. and at the same time continued to
pursue his classical and mathematienl studies
with & view to entering the University of
Edinburgh, then in the heyday of its famo as
& School of Medicine.*

In 1789 he entered the University, and in
the coursc of three scssions obtained n sur-
geon's diploma, o “quelificntion ”
which in those days entailed less
trouble and expense than a degree,
civeumstances that may perhaps
nceount for the absence of Park's
name from the roll of Edinburgh Doctors of
Medicine, In Edinburgh he had studied

Howa
Selkirk
SUrgeon
became an
Afrlean
explorer.

* Many of the facts emhbodied in this sketch were
obtnined some yeers ago from & near relation of Park,
But sinde then nearly everything of importance has been
incorporated by Mr. Joseph Thomson, in his admirable
work on * Mungo Park and the Niger " (1890}, which way
Yo regarded ms the lnst word on the subject. The Re-
ports of the African Assocmation, H. B.’s © Lile of Mungo
Park™ (1833), Wishaw's biogiophy prefixed to the
traveller's "Journal of & Mission into the Interior
of Africa in 1803 (1813), and Park's own “Travels into
the Intexfor Distriots of Africa performed in the yeats
1795, 1796, and 1787," exhnust the original literature
of the following chapters,



178 THE STORY
botany under Protessor Rutherford, unele of
Sir Walter Seott, whe was born in the same
year as Pk, wmul in atter-like was one of his
warmest frienrds,  This interest in this seionce
wus heiwhtennd hy his intimaey with Jabes
Dickson, o seientitie gardener who had married
Lis sister. and vas alrady a botanist of
wide repute. A the diseover of Diclsouin
and other spevies be had baeome fwvourably
known to Sie Josuph Tunks  This aceident
served to obtain for the yonng surgeon an
introduction to the then Micenus of Seience
in England, )y whow influence he was
gleeted an dssociate of the Linnean Society,
then in the fifth year of its cxistence,
and in 1793 received the post of assistant-
surgeon on huavd the Woreestor East India-
man, un the eve of sailing on 2 voyage to
Bencoolen, in Sumatra. A papoer describing
sorne new species of fishes that he discovered
in the Malay Archipelago® recormmented him
still further to Sir Joseph, so that, when it
appeared that there was no further preferment
for liw 88 a sea-going surgeon, his offer to
serve ag one of the African Association’s
agents was gladly aceepted.

Park was then twenty-four, tall, robust,
sbudions, wul samguine (p. 20).  Without
any experience of travel, he had many of
the qualifivatious for au explorer. His mind
was naturally romantie, though this east
given it by the reading of many Border
ballads was soberedd by o taste for Seotch
moetaphysies of o proncunced a charncter
that, instend of tulking on his Sumatran
voyage the last romance of Laurence Sterne
or of Honry Mackenzie, the work which the
young surgeon chuse to “wmuse him at sen”
was Jrugald Stewart’s ¢ Philosnphy.” He had,
moreaver, & fair konwledge of seience, was
imbucd with deep piety, troubled with the
demon of unrest and an ardent ambition to
distinguish hivself e had in addition the
advantoges of being pour, a Seotsman, snd
of having nothing to do.  As hae wrote to his
brothor, " if I surceed, T shall acyuirs & greater

* Transactions of the Linnean Soclety, vob fii, p. 38
{Novonher 4th, 1704).
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saune than any cver did.” This, indeed, was
not difficalt.  For, as we bhave scen, every-
thing had gone wrong with the Afriean
Associution, Their ngonts had died on the
threshold of their labours, or had done little
after entering the field.  Volunteors weve not
forthemming, and, to ko matters more dis-
vouraging for those who followed, nows had
Jjust been received of the murder of Major
Honghton, who alone had managed to rench
anyway near the goal at which the Associn.
tion aimed. There was therefore a chance for
a fresh exploror who set a light value on his
life, or, like Park, was not teo well-informed
concerning the perils of the way. And whena
youth of twenty-four writes from London to
Scotland that the expedition on which he
was about to start would be o short one, for
he was to have o trader to go“with him to
Timbuetoo and back again,” it is clear that
he had the blessed advantage of ignorance
to Lofriend him.

As Pwk’s instructions were to start from
the Gambia in sesrch of the Niger and the
city which had been the goal of 50 gy, oot
meny previous half-hearted at- journeyof
tempts, and was to be the spot at ingo Fark
which so many more were to nim, he started
on the 22nd of May, 1795, on board a trader
Liound for Pisania (now destroyed), on a part
of the river above Macarthy's Island. Dr.
Laidley, a Scotsman who had Dbeen the
frieud of Honghton, was still doing businoss
there, ond in him his young countryman
found & warm friend and counsellor during
the months he stayed there studying the
Mandingo langnage and otherwise qualifying
himself for a task so novel as that which
ho wns sent to undertake, Determined to
be independent of interpreters, who are apt
lo interpret as best suits their own interest,
ho spent several hours a day trying to master
an intolligible scquaintance with the com-
mercial tongue of this region, in picking up
all the information that he could regnrding
the interior, and in amassing statisties on
the subject of the Gambia trade, which, it .
mny be added, was then, as formerly, alnost
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sololy in slaves. Gold-dust and gum, Kola
nuts and dye-woods, were mere incidents of
the commeres of the river and of the
interior [vom which it formed a highway to
the coast,

Yet, though the explorer, fresh from the
braes of Yarrow, saw every day men and
women in manacles, it is in vain we search
his journals for any cxpression eondemmnatory
of the traffic. Even when he accumpanies
p caravan, or “cofile” of slaves he scoms
unconscious of the iniqnity of the scencs
which, as a travoller, he describes-—of the
long marches under the Lurning sun, of the
chrins, the loads, and the crack of the whip
applied to the laggard, or the knife mercifully
dvawn across the throats of the dying or ex-
hausted. Park was a man of genuine kind-
heartedness, unaffected piety, and grent family
affection, But he had grown up to regard
slavery as one of the institutions of his native
country, and so essential to the prosperity of
her colonies that he expressly declares that
“a discontinuance of that commeres” would
by no means be so beneficial as “ many wise
and worthy persons fondly expeet” Why
should he 7 + His host, Dr. Laidley, was in the
thick of it, and a better man than the hospit-
able Scot did not exist on the Tweed or the
(ambia. And, yet, in Pisania factory barea-
coons {p. 60), he saw almost daily “the poor
wretches, while waiting shipment, kept con-
stantly fottered two and two together, and
employed in the labours of the field, and, I
am sorry to add, very scantily fed, as well as
horribly treated” And finally, as Park must
have known, at least one leading member of
the African Association, namely, My, Bryan
Edwards, with whom he lived on terms of
intimacy, was o large slave-owner, directly
concerned in this infamous traffic. It has,
indeed, been more than onee hinted that the
interest of some members in African explora-
tion was not entirely disinterested—that they
looked to new fields to tap for negroes to
oxport, and that Park’s journals had been
carefully edited by Edwards in order’to weed
them of any passages reflecting on the
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merchandise in which he denlt. Dut of this
there is no proof; otherwise he would un-
questionably have deloted many harrowing
pictures of the brutalities of the buaracoons
anid the caravans. Yot, unconseiously, Purk
was an agent of tho sluve-traders, as was,
nore or less, overy man who in those days
touched the Afriean shore. In the weantine
he had to learn something of the continent
loss agrevable than its languages and natural
history, for the ainy season arrived, and
one night imprudently exposing himself to
tho heavy dews, he had his first “seasoning
fovor.”

At Pisanin, & smell village in the King of
Yani's territory, there were no white people
oxcept Dr. Laidley and two
brothers of the name of Ainsley,
with their dependents and black
scrvants. Deing higher up the iver than
most of the factories, the cliinate was better.
The dense mangrove swamps charactoristic of
the seawnrd reaches of the West African
floods, the fetid mud exhaling a sickening mist
under the hot sun, was absent, and instead
of an isolated elwmp of cocoa-nuts, or a silk-
cotton tree here and there, the conntry, when
not open, was o luxuriant forest, But when
the tropieal rnins begen to full, Pisanis, a
hundred years ago, was no more lively
& spot then any other Cambia trading-
post.  “ Suffoeating heats oppross by day,
and the night is spent by the terified
traveller in listening to the croaking of frogs,
of which the numbers ave beyond imagination,
the shrill cry of the jackal, and the deep
howling of the hyenr—a dismal coneert in-
terrupted only by the roar of such tre-
mendous thunder as no person can form &
conception of but those who have heard it.”

The natives sinee lost we have taken note
of their ways had beon rapidly sinking in one
divection and rising in another. They wers,
Park tclls us, at the date of his visit divided
into two gront clnsses, the “Sonakies,” or
spirit-drinkers, and the “Bushreens,” or Mo-
bammedans, The first were the pagans, with
whoun the chief nrticle of trade was rum or its

Tafe at
Figania.
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squivalent, and after that the gunpowder
necessary for the slave-raids. The Moslems,
on the othor hand, were rapidly extending
their influence from the Upper Niger region,

OF THE NATIVES, 181
hospitable to the stranger—possessed of o
knowledge of reading and writing, living
under osteblishod Inws, and respecting a
code of morals which, if far from being
petfect, is infinitely superior
to any rule of life known
in aberiginal Afviecn, Kven
drunkenness, which we have
seon had begun to tuke
hold of the Moslems in
entlier days, seemed to have

MUNGO PARK SETS 0UT PROM PISANTA (p, 199).

which was their headquerters, to the Lower
Sensgal and Gambin, where their outer border
‘wes ever extending, grestly to the benefit of
- the country, Wherever the Mohammedan
appears, the squalid pagan bacomes s self-
respeciing man, decently clothed, dignified
-t his. behaviour—often, though not -always,

Fator T !

[T [

been abandoned by all save the viler of
Bushreens: ond the half-pagen Johars, In -
thoss days no attempt had been made to
stem the proselytism of Mohammedanism
by Christienity; the African missions were
yet to come The Koran was the enly
book henrd of on the' Gambia of 1794, for

.
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the priests or chapluing of the trading-posts
—whon uny snel provision was made for
tho spivicual wants of the dealers in flesh
snd blood—eonsidered their duty done when
tho stipnlated number of masses b been
adll or the regulation nmnber of sormons
preached to the white wen,  But, as the
low of the Koran sprewd, veference to written
docmnents heeame necessary, and ns this
lnowledge, hitherto strango to the negroes,
wis contined to a fow people, a rneo of
professional advocates, doxterons as any of
their Lrethren in other lands at making the
worse seem the hetter cavse, hadd arisen on the
river banks, An oss belonging to a Serawuli,
s negro people of the Upper Senegnl, had
broken into and destroyed a great part of a
corn-putch belonging to a Mandingo, and
the irate farmer, catching the offender, settled
malters so far by cutting the donkey’s thront,
Thereupon the Sernwuli “called o palover,”
or, in other words, brought an action, and the
hwyers proceeded 10 argue it aut.  For three
days the talk went oo,  The owner of the ass
pleaded that it was a most valuable besst.
This tha Mondingo admitted, hat, us o set-off;
affivmed that it had caten more com than it
was worth, Thereapon experts in grain and
in donkeys wero stnnnened, and the cowrt
was favoured with some vory hund swearing
of tho kind that we are accustomed to
assaciate with seientific evidence, Yot, in the
end, no agreoment could be arrived at, nnd
the palaver broke wp, to be tesumed at sowe
future day when the litigants could agreo

upon some cormuon basis of velue,
But by-sud-by the mins stopped, and, the
travelling season having now begun, it was
time for the traveller to try lis

&“ﬁ:u fortune in the interior, then so
Msgtoat mysterious, now so familiar to &

seoro of troders and explorers. His
outhit was modest in the extreme. The modern
enravan-leader who mpresses a dazen porturs
to carry his persomal effects, his Europesn
wardwohe, his china and his plate, his boxes
from the Tondon dealer in delicncies, and his
patent medicine-chest will yeml, with scorn
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at the simple ways of n century ago, that the
ploneer of Afriean explorers bought o horse
anil two donkeys—the steed, a sprightly beast,
which cost £7 10s—~and loaded them with
provisions for two dags, and some beads, amber,
wnd tobaeco for the purchase of a fresh supply.
A few chonges of linen and other necessary
npparel, un wmbrelln, o compasy, o sextont, o
thermometer, two fowling-pieces, two pairs
of pistols—all fling-locks be it remembered—
and some other small articles, formied the total
personal outtit, while Johnson, a frec negro
who spoke Fnglish, and Domba, a lively negro
boy owned by Dr. Leidley, were the explorer’s
companions. Four chance travellers who were
going part of the way joined the party, so
that when Dr. Laidley and the two Ainsleys,
with a nunber of their domestics, accompanied
him for two duys on his journey, no doubt
never expecting to see him again, Mungo
Daxk, it is clear from the pride with which
the honest man relates these particulars, left
for the unknuwn, in his opinion, after o fashion
rather magnificent than otherwise,

On the aftemoon of the Srd of December
his Pisania friends bade him good-bye (p. 181),
and then for the first time he realised the
“deserts of vast oternity” that lay shead.
To the explorer of these days, who arosses
Africa without the world Josing its head and
tromps half tho way back again to get the
clean shirts he hag forgotten, the journcy on
which the Scot had enteved would Le regarded
us of little moment. But in 1795 Afrien wns
o blanker land thon now.  All was unknown,
and omne ignotum pro magnifico—or ab
lenst terribili~—was the rule. No man knew
what a day’s journey was to bring forth; on
rising up in tho mormning he could buoy
himself up with the thought that befors
evening he might ree the golden-roofed
houses or sleep in the famous city of Tim-
Luctoo.  Tmwmediotely abead of Park lay
what seemed a bonndless forest covering
& ecountry the inhabitants of which were
strangers to civilised life, and to wost of whotn
o white mon was still an olject of curiosity
ond of plunder, He had for the first thmein
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his life parted entirely from European sociely,
and might, froyn the hints he received on the
way, share beforo long the fato that befell his
predecessor. The country into which he was
penetrating was ruled by a host of independent
chiefs, who, like the barons of the Middle Ages,
onrned o precarions livelihood by plunder,
githor openly when thoy dared, or by ex-
acting, on the gronnd of customs duties,
blackmail fromn the caravans of native
tzaders on their way to the coast with ivory,
nuts, slaves, gum, or gold-dust, or returning
with salt, cotton, gunpowder, rum, and muskots.
Everything had to bo paid for, food and shelter,
wood if possible, and water always, the right
of way, and the privilege of crossing a stream
by swinging-bridge or ruda ferry. A regular
tariff was in force whero the traffic was great.
But more frequently the kinglet exacted a
present, large or small, in proportion to the
renl or supposed wealth of the traveller. If
he had nothing to give, or declined to be bled,
his goods were seizod, or his slaves compelled
to change hands, and the well was locked,
until the wayfarer, driven by thirst, made up
his mind to yield to the extortion of tho
predatory despot. At the best of times,
the endless stoppages to pay this “hongo,”
ns it is colled farther south, remind the
elderly towvist of Germany before the Zoll-
verein, or of Europe as it is depicted in the
diaries of merchants and pilgrims when the
douenier exactod his dues with an oven more
irritating power. As a white man, Park was
naturally supposed tobe richbeyond the dreams
of avarice : the idea of anyone travelling so
far from home for any other purpose then to
win wealth was an iden too ridieulons for the
Africon mind to grasp. If he had not quite
realised this now familiar aspect of African
travel, ho was soon made aware of it ; for as
he was riding elong, musing it may be on
Border ballads, or on the qualitative nature of
knowledge, he was awakoned from his reverie
by several men stopping his asses, and giving
him to understand that he must go with
them to Peckaba, to pay custom to the King
of Wuli (p. 185). It wos in vain that he
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plonded poverty, that he was not a merchant,
and therefore ought not to e subjeet to dnes,
He might as woll have talked of his in-
pecuniosity to o Thames tifle-waiter, and so ho
had to pay in the shape of four bars of tabreco
for his mnjesty’s private enjoyment. And as
this species of plunder wont on at irrerular but
rapid intervals, the .two donkeys had bofure
long an easy load to camry. Tndeed, by the
time he arrived al Kaartn, on the Upper
Senegal, he was in the happy condition of
having little of which he could Lo plundered.
Until he reached that kingdom his journey
had, nevertheless, boen comporatively pleasant,
when the primitive applisnces of Alrican
travel in 1795 ave boine in mind, The conrse
food, the rude surroundings, the lack of
companionship, were soon scarcely drawbacks,
while the road was beguiled by howly ob-
servations of the then little-known habits of
the natives. Now it was o Mohammedan
village, orderly and outwardly decent, through
which he passed, then a pagan
one, squalid and dirty, with Muinbo 3%‘5‘?3&‘:
Jumbo keeping order after the teeSemeds
feshion thot amused the ewrlier visitors to
the Gambia country, while the pleasantly
rolling country, diversified by woods and culti-
vated fields, and green with the herbage that
hod sprung up sfter the rains, was ploasant
for the eye to smrvey, The crops had been
reared, food was cheap, and, as Dr. Laidley
had friends and customers all through the
country, the traveller's credit was good, and
the reception he received more friendly than
was his after-lot. In the kingdom of Wuli
he wae hospitably entertained at Meding¥®
the capital, though the aged king stronuously
urged him not to accept what he had as
yot seen of the people as types of those with

* < Medinn" in the Arabic word for »a city” The
cerm is not uncommonly used among the negroes, Thus
there is another Medina (Meding) on the Senegal, the
people having evidently borrowed the name from the
Moors an the frontier of this country, Sometimes, as in
Movoceo, the “Medine'’ is the residentin) guarter, as
distinguished from the * Melinh,” or Jewish distriot, pnd
the “Xashah," or section of the place oceupied by the
Governor and garrison.
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whom he would soon come info coutact.
He was then in the region letween the
Gambie and the Senceal, for he latter of
which rivers he was making in a north-
aasterly direction.  ilere most of the people,
ond all of the chiefs, wore nequainted with
white men and respeetedd them,  But to the
aust most of them had no sneh knowleduo,
In after-days he had gond peason to re-
wetber s adviee,

Dotween Wuli and Bondu he marehed
for two days avress o waterloss desert, and
here the guides sent by the old king who
counselled him to stay at home gave place
toe theee honters of the clephant, still
unmerous in this region. At this point
the curiosity with which the teaveller was
cxamined indieated that ho was passing into
a country that the traders had not traversed
to any oxtent, though, as one of the clephant-
hunters took an early opportunity of abseond-
ing with tho money he had reecived in
atlvanee, it would not scem that the native
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winds had been improved by lack of those
evil commnunications which we have seen
had long ago corrupted the manners of the
people neavor the eoast  Tho other Lwo,
however, kept their courage up nfter preparing
a “saphie,” grisgris, or charm, to avert misfor-
tune, This consisted oflittlo more than mutter-
ing o few sentences over o stono, which was
alterwards spal npon and thrown three Limes
in the dircetion tho party intended to travel,
By-sud-by they reached a tree lo which were
fastened innumerable seraps of cloth, the votive
offerings of the many travellers who had in
this manner tried to propitiate Fortnne—or by
whatever name the evil spirit presiding over
life and death was called,~—before departing
from this spot, which had been originally a
wateting-place. In order to keep up the
courrgo of his little caravan, Park followed
his prodecessor’s example, Signs of robbers
now became suspiciously frequent and to guard
agninst an attack the party had to kecp watch
all night.

In Bondu, however, the old fortility of the
land returned. Ridges, and even ranges of
hills, showed they were on the divide between
the Gumbia and the Senegal, and for the first
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timo the mimosa, which never grows in marshy
soil, cast its grateful shade on the wapfaring
men. He had now cntered the Fulah country.
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PARK BLACKMATLED (p 183

These people* are strictMohammedans, tawny-
complexioned, keen traders in anything, and
of so warhke a character that they have
sortied thewr conquests from Lake Tehad
to the Atlantie, and are a romarkabls factor
in the history of North-Wostern Afriea
Shepherds, cattle-owners, slavers, and farmers,
their villages exhibited a prosperily unknown
to the purely pagan hamlets, and, instead of
Mumbo Jumbo and fetish-trecs, the visitor
was pleased with the sight of neat mosques,
from the little minavets of which the mueddin
called five times a day the Faithful to prayer;
by the turbaned schoolmaster, with his circle
of urching around him intoning the Koran or
inseribing its Arabic characters in the sand ;
and smong the objects that the marabouts
exhibited to the visitor were various religious
Inanuseripts, bought, no doubt, as they still
arg, from the Moorish traders who cross the
Great Dosert from Moroceo on their way to

* Alw colled. among other mames, Peulhs, Fulbes,
Fellotah, and Fillan.
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Timbuctoo On the Falemé
the fishermen were busy
catching and preserving the
abundance of fish which 1t
yielded The latter process consisied
m pounding them in a mortar while
fresh, and then drying the fragments in
the sun into large cakes or loaves,
which, after being moistened with boiling
water, are mixed with the kous-kousoo, the
favourite Moorish dish of steamed fmiina
andment These black fish-loaves are carmied
inlo the dry country to the castwaad, forning
o fwvourite article of commerce among the
peuple where such food is almost unknown
The party wore now in the Valley of the
Senegal, and the thin Fiench gauzes and
other tastoful articles of dress in
which the women were clothed pro-
claimed the influence of o people
who wae still—in spite of the decny of the
old réyime—the arbiters of fashion in Africa
as well as in Burope, But with Gallic taste
the ladies had not acquired Gallic politeness,
More importunate beggars, in trath, never
oxisted They begged for anything, for
everything—for amber and for beads, for
ealico and for physic, and then, having torn
his closk and cut the Luttons from his
servant’s coat, and pilfered a few sheots of
writing-paper which they eould not make use

Senegal
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of, thoy onc and all begged for “that great
Afriean speeitie, blood-letting”  Nor were the
ladios of the king, or Almatni, of a buashinl
type, for they insisted that the white man’s
skin was artiticiul~his uother lad dipped
bim i wilk—whils his nose hnd been pinehed
feonny ity natural flatness inte its nsightly
clovation.  Lis wwjenky was nlso overy whit
an Afriean monareh,  He did not bear the
best of roputations, having, it wus reported,
pilleged Major Houghton most wumercifully
while resident in Fatticondn, the town in
which P'ark had now arrived. This jucidont
he did not, howover, refer tu, and oxpressed
surprise that thenew-comer cared to purchase
neither gold nor slaves, a cireumstance that
seemed to trouble the king, ns a trick to avoid
paymont of the customary tribute, In this
country when a stranger arrives it is usual
for him to stand at the * Bentang "—a sort of
covered stage that serves the purpose of
o town-hall or “palaver” house—or other
publi¢ place until sorneone invites him to De-
core his guest.  On this occasion Park lived
in the house of a slatee, or slave-merchont ;
but the Almami, as the casiest way of bleeding
the traveller, ordered him to cone to the
palueo in the evening for & supply of provi-
sions,  Knowiug what to expect, Park put on
his best blne cont—searlot and the like had
gone out with tho Freneh Revolution—and
gorried with him his mmbrella and o few other
articles as o present for his majesty. The
gift wns weleoine onongh, and reccived with o
due onlogy on the wealth and benevolenco of
the white men.  lut, adderd the sovereign, all
that he had yet seen was poor in cumparison
with the brass-buttoned coat, which, wero it
his, should Le worn on all publie ocensions,
with o full acknowledgment of the dunor’s
genorosity, The only veply to such an ex-

tremely broad hint was to strip off

v the covetell gamuent and lay ib at
o, the Almamis foct (p.180). The

ceutions Scot had In reality put it
on to provent anyone from stealing it, so that
he loft s little chagrined at the result of his
manoeuvre.  An exenption from customs dues
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and the gift of a liitle gold, a jar of honey,
and somne fish-lorves were, however, the re-
payment of his involuntary genorosity.

Lighter of heart mul of load, the caravan
left Fatticonda, and as the country beyond was
o perilous one, even for travellers so poor as
they, a bright moonlight was chosen for tra-
versing it Not a word wes spoken. The
pitter-patter of the donkeys, the shrieks and
hoots of the night-bivds, and the howls of wild
bensts were nbout the only sounds thatb dis-
turbed that lonely warch. Everyone was on
the alert, lest they shoull inadvertently
stumable on the cmnp-ire of a robber band,
Even the cronking of a frog, or the din of the
myried insects, wore at times startling; Lut
except when the rustle of a prowling hyena
among the bushes raised the alam of a lurk.
ing Landit, daylight came, and the country of
Kajaags, without the explorers meeting with
eny mishap, At Joag, the chief town, Park
took up his residence in the house of the
Duté, or judge, and was invited to attond the
public dance in the svening.

Ho was now two hundred and forty-seven
miles east of Pisania, and everything be-
tokened a land in which there was little
socurity for life or property. Every house
wos surrounded by a private wall, like the
“insule” of the ancients, and the placo
itself, which at that time contained 2,000
inhabitants, was circled by & lofty barricade
of baked clay, pierced with loopholes for
musketry. If, howevar, tho traveller imagined
that he had eseaped the rapacity of royal per-
sonages, he was soon undecsived by the arival
of an irate party of horsemen with a nessage
from the King of Knjasga—a Serawuli mag-
nato—informing him that, having entered
the country without paying duties, his
entire property, people, horses, donkeys, and
what little remained of the original loads,
were forfeited to him. Park was now in o
dilemma.  However, accepting the advice
of his landlord, he sent one-half of his
gonds to the greedy king, he and his peopls
being forced to fast for the remainder of
the stay, lest Ly the oxhibition of what
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little of his stuff was still to the fore he might
Le robbed of this also. TFor though the
custon of the country gives the invited guest
house-room, it does not enjvin the necessity
of feeding him, While in this woeful plight,
cating o handful of nuts presented to him by
o passiug slave, and chewing straws for lack
of anything more substantial, tho nephew of
the Mandingo King of Kesson, on the north
bank of the Senegal, arrived from an un-
suceessful mission to the potentate at whose
hands Park and his people were sutfering.
Hearing of their condition, this young prince
—Demba Sego was his name—offared to be
their guide and protector as far as his route
home and theirs lay together. Park’s com-
panions had now had enough of it. Johnson,
the English-speaking negro, was especially
loth to proceed, dreading lest, in spite of all
the charms he had purchased impartially
from Moslem and from pagan, with o scanty
o store of cwrency on the donkey's back,
nothing but disaster awaited them. A more
impartial person than the Jamaicn slave
might have arrived at the same opinion,
Park, however, langhed away the black man’s
cowatdice, and promptly accepted the offer of
the Kasson king's mephew. Fenrful of pro-
ceoding, but still more terrified to turn back,
poor Johnson, who had passed the best part
of his life among white mon, compromised
matters by tying a white chicken to a treo in
the first wood through which they passed, as
n sacrifice to the forest spivits—drendful
dryads—like all the black men’s demons,
white, with long hair, and generally as unlike
themselvos s possible. For some days the
route had left the Fulah country,and pnssed
through & pleasant region dotted with pasture-
lands and great fields of millet* The nha-
bitants are Serawnlis, jet-blrck men not to be
distinguished from the Joloffs, and most of
thom pagans, though their judges and head-
men are usually Mohammedans. All are

* Borghum vulgare, the *dougoup” of the Joloffs, the
+ ¥goourl” of the Fulahs, Amother variety, which Park
oalls “manin,” was thought by him to be Ielewe cernaus,
“8anlo " he makes out to he Holeus spicatus,
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traders, rivalling the Mandingoes in tho long
journeys they undertake,. When one of these
tar-travelled merchants rofurns, all the villago
gathers round him to hear the tale of lig
adventures, though moinly to share in his
liberality. Dut if he Las been unsuceessful,
his lovee is a short one, for there is uothing to
be made out of o man who, in their exprossive
phraseology, “brings back nothing except
the hair upon his hoad” AWl of thom
aro very superstitious, believing not only
in their own fetishes, but in the Moham-
medan grisgris, saphics, or charms, Awmong
their beliefs is the ill-luck of permitting a
woman to eat an egg, and it s possille
that the six ostrich-eggs placed on the six
minorets of a little clay mosque, among date-
trees not far from the Senegnl, was in some
way counected with this curious belief At
Kayi, a large village, thoy crossed pgry crosses
the Sencgnl, not far from the the Senegul
abrndoned French trading-post of St. Joseph,
end enterod the kingdom of Kasson, or
Kassani, with the name of which the reader
of Briie's narrative will be familiar.

Then the disinterestedness of Demba Sego
appeared in its trme light, for no sconer
had he landed the traveller in his uncle’s
dominions than he suggested to him the pro-
priety—which in the circumstances might e
translated the nocessity—of rewnrding his
services by a handsome present, However,
though beginning to think that he had got
out of the devil's grasp in Kajaagn only to
got into the deep sea at Iasson, the im-
poverished explorer, whom the last king's
messengors had left very bare, was corypelled
to comply with as good a grace as might
be, glad that, 28 the young prince had, even
before landing, managed to capsize the canoe
in his eagerness to rummage o tin box that
attracted hig fancy, he was content to take
seven bars of amber and some tobaceo.

At Tisi, Park lodged with Tiggiti Sego,
father of his generous young friend, who even
then did not lose sight of the fact that the
white man was not yot stripped quite bare;
for a slave having run sway, the traveller's
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horse was horrowed in order to allow Demba
to join in the chase, the vesult of whneh was
that the bundman was captured in half an
hous, smartly flogged, and clappod jnto irons
preprratory to being sold down the viver, on
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a land to tho west of Rondu, to the effect
that, unless the people of Kasson promptly
embraced  Moliwminedamsm, war would be
the consequence, the steed and its equip-
menls Were onee wmore requisitioned in order

il e

FETISU-TREE, WITH PALISADE TO GUARD 1T,
(From o Phetograph by Ber & T, F, Helligey )

mueh the same principle that a refractory
negro in the old days “before the War® was
deported from Virginis to the extreme South,
08 the lest way of teaching him & more
contrito heart, A tasto for Park's horse
having grown on the young man, it wos put
into steady requisition for a few days. TFor
an. oxpedition heving arrived ob Tisl with
& curt message fromn the King of Futa Larra,

to send Demba on & fresh diplomatic errand.
By the time the youthful Envoy had retnrned
(the conversion of the entire inhabitants of
Tisi having been accomplished in the mean-
time) the year 1796 had bogun. Then Park’s
pationce Logen to give way. In spite of the
prowptitude with which the threats of the
King of Futa Larra* had effected a change of -
* Poota Torra, acaording to Park’s orthogipphy.
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faith, the new ereed had not affected the old
morals, Finding that the white man hed
still a fow boxes, his host now insisted on
rocciving his dues, in addition to an acknow-

ledgnient of oIl the kmdness he
avanmous  bad derived from him, the use of
Tyilyana tho horso not being regmded
ageneroid ng any set-off for the use of
plakamitt o o Lorrower's roof-treo, With-
out wailing for a reply, Demba arvived
for tho prescmt, demanding also to see

An
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father choose for himself. Befors the hapless
traveller had time to decide, the party bogan
to open tho baggago, Domba seizng as his
special perquisite the tin box that had so
much attinoted his attention in crossing the
Senogal. When the result of the rummage wag

AT GNP N e Mk A vpgm R R

THE ROLURNLD BLACKSMITH {p. 180)

what was in store. Resistance being use-
less, seven bars of amber and five of tobaceo
were offerod. After surveying the orticles
for some time, the engaging youth coolly
lnid them down with tho remark that
they were no kind of gift to offer & man
Like Tiggiti Sego, who had it in his power
to toke without permission whatever he
- fancied, adding that, if something better was
not given, it was his intention to let his

over, something like half of what had escaped
at Jong remained to the owner, Then began
the turn of the traveller's compenions, Even
» blacksinith, who had nccompanied the party
all the way from Pisanie, desirous of returning
to his native country of Kasson, was exemptad
only on toking an oath thet the articles hig
bundle conteined wero his own property.
“Thero was, however, no remedy,” Park tells
us, snd tho meekness of the unprotocted
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explorer of 1796 compares favonrably with
the * revolverisin " of sote of his Stcvessors,
who, like Dy Potors, can ind no fanlt with
My, Thomson execpt that he ditl his work
withont killing anybody ; © and having heen
wider some obligation 1o Demba Sego for his
atteution towards me on the journey from
Jowgr, Telid not roproarh him for his 2apaeity,
bus detormined to quit Tist the next morning.
In the meanwhile, in order to raise the draop-
ing spirits of my attendants, [ purehased a
fist sheop, and had it dressed for dinner.”
Continuing  his mareh over some small
tributaries of the Senegal, he arrived ot
Jumlo, where the blacksmith, after four
yoars' absence from howe, was veceived with
ynite nn ovation, To give dignity to the
oceasion, the honest fellow, who had tramped
all the way from Pisania, was mounted on a
horse, and, preceded by a minstrel, entered
his nmative village smid salvoes of musketry,
to which his quondam fellow-travellers gnod-
maturedly contributed. His fellow-townsmen
Jjumped with joy at seeing him, and the hired
bard externporised to the full value of his fee
in honour of the courngo of the long-absent
smith, while the mecting botween him and
his blind mother is deseribed as imbued with
that *touch of nature™ which “makes the
whole world kin” Even the white man was
neglected.  Nobody seemed to have noticed
the sight which in my other ciremn-
stances would have beon the first to atiract
attention. It was only when the blacksmith,
in the midst of his narrative of all that had
befell hiw, eme to the story of how kindly
be had been treated Ly the white man in
whose company he had mnade so long o
Jjourney, and pointed to the place where Park
sat, with the exclanation, “ Appile ibi siring!”
—“See him sitting there "~—that oll eyes were
turned in his direotion, He appeared to them
like o being dropped from the elouds, Yet, in
spite of tho oulogiwm passed wpon him, very
fow would appruach too mewr the stronge
visitor. They had heaxd of white men betore,
s nothing much to their credit. 1t re-
quired, indeed, the Dblacksmith's assurnnce
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that ho was perfectly inoffensive and would
Lurt nobody before any of them ventured to
touch Dark’s clothes. Even then, on the
slightest movoment. or sndden glance at any-
one, the women and children would seamper
off with all the timidity they had cxhibited
when Jobson and Jannequin first visited these
infand regions. In s few hours, howevar,
thuy beeawns quite reeonciled to him, and
lavished all wmmmer of kindness on him
during the day. Tho blncksmith in par-
ticnlar never intormitted his attentions, and,
when Park set out for Koninkery, insisted on
escorting him so far on his journey.

On the way he callod at Suln to visit Selim
Dankari, a Gambin trader of great reputation,
on whom Dr. Laidley had given Park an
order for the volue of five slaves. This,
happily, was duly honoured to the extont of
three bondmen, though not hefore messengess
arrived from the Kasson King inquiring
why he had not eomie ot ones to Koniakary.
Dembn Sego Jalle appeared at first o better
character than his relatives whose avarice
had impoverished our troveller. He secmed
to understand the objeet of his journey, and,
instead of pillaging the poverty-stricken whito
man of what little remained, sent, in return
for the trifling gift he could make him, » fine
white bullock, white being the colour which
in that part of the country was intended to
mark partienlar favour. This, howover, was
about all that conld be done for him. The
route ahead was full of difficulties. Knsson
and Knjapga were at war. Kearta, the next
country he would come to, was involved in if,
and Bambnrro also had threatened hostilities.
While waiting the arvival of news from the
disturbed districts, gossip had spread abiroad
rumours of the enormous sums of money
which the white man had reccived from
Selim Dankai, snd in due time the king's
mossengors arrived to demand half of it
from him, in nddition to handsome presents
fou thomselves. There was nothing for it but
to gubinit, Hoppily, however, the more ox-
perienced *Slatee ” was able to compromise
the extortion for & smaller sum, and enahled
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Timn to set out for Kaarta, to which the war
had not yot reached, not altogether bereft of
the wherewithal to pay his way.
As yet the land looked peaccful
cnongh,  All the vast plain was
dotted with villages and cultivated fields, and
so thickly popnlated that by tap of drum the
King of Kasson could in those days swmmon
4,000 fighting men within a fow homs. The
country seemed to swarm evorywhere with
inhabitunts, the native population being in-
creased by the multitudos flocking in from
Kaarta on sccount of the threatemed Dam-
barra war.

Delays for guides were frequent,so that it was
not until the tenth day aftor bidding farewell to
the faithful blacksmith (who, of all men, nsked
for nothing) that Kemmu, the eapital of Kaarta,
in the midst of a sandy plain, mostly dennded
of wood, appeared at o distance. As the little
caravan noared the town the signs of coming
war were more and more evident. Many vil-
lages were quite doserted, and, though usually
food is so plentiful that the country people
decline to accept any payment for meal and
milk, extravagant prices, in view of the un-
settled condition of affairs, were demanded for
the most common necessaries. White men
scemed o be less and less known as Kanta
was approached, for at times tho travellor was
taken for a spirit, from which even armed
hoisemen flod in terror.

Duisi Koorabori proved to le & less

‘War and
rumours
of war.

Lo
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rapacious prince than his brethren already met
with. He not only treated the stranger well,
but gave hin the best of advice. The conntry
was so disturbed that to proceed mennt almast
certanin death, and he was mwilling to be
party to any such misfortune as the murder
of a white man who had passed through Lis
country; but if go he would, Iudamnr, o
Moorish provines which Lelonged to his riend
Ali, was his safost destination; from thence,
with that sovereign’s permission, o might
pass o Scgo, the eapital of Bambarra. 1f
not, he must stay whore he was until the
war was over, As this meant losing the dry
senson, the only alternative was to penctrato
among the Moors into a country where Major
Houghton had already been murdeved.

Then accordingly he set out. He was now
ab the limiits of a rogion even partially known,
and was on the eve of penetrating a land
where the white man was neither feared nor
loved and his faith looked npon with abhor-
rence. How far he might go he knew not,
but that he would require to retrace his weary
steps was cortain, while no explorer ever set out
on o journsy so long and perilous so slenderly
provided with funds as this hardy Seot. For
all that now remained was the balance of tho
gold-dust he had received from Selim Naukaxi,
which, at the most, could not amount to more
than belween twelve and fiftecn pounds, and
on this swn he had to pay his way for an
indefinite period.

ALY
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CHAPTER X,
THE SCEKERS AFTCR Tovsucron: Muxeo PARE,

Dark Enters the Country of the Moors—T¥lis Troubles Inerease—New Peopls but Old Monners—Ali's Camp~—Some

Unpleasant Bxperienves—Queen Fatima nnd the Shercefs—\ Burst for Freedom—One Companion Deceits
and Anothier is Sold into Slavery—.Alone in the Desert--Inhospitality and Threntened Imprisonment fiom
the Rich and Charity from the Poor——Relling Charms for a Livelihaod—Traverses Bambaren—DRenches the
Nlger—Refused Pormisuon to Enter the City of Sego—A Semi-civilised-looking Country—Kindness in
Unexpectodl Quarters—A Song of Pity—-Shell Money—JX Forlorn Jonrney—~Shea Butter—Park Determines to
Retoen—The Miseries of the Homewnrd Route—-Comfort in the Desert—A. Slave Merchont Comes to the
Resene- Journey with o Slava *Coftls *~-Reached the Gombis, snd Returna to England,

Tang bad now arrived at the contral stage of
his journey, and had good roason to romember
the advice tendered him by the Wuli king.
He had lefs the land of the negroes proper
& racg who, when dohatnmodens at all,
bear the burdens of Al Islun very lightly,
gnd, though svaricious to the last degree,
entertain no particnlar ill-will to the white
nan whom they pillage. Dut he was now
entering the “ country of the Moors “—poople
origiually sprung from Arb ancestors, but,
by long intermarrying with the black poople
whom they bad conquered and smalpamated,
mulattoes, in whom is combined all the
forucity end fanaticism of the stock by whosa

name they are known, with the Drutality of
that which has imparted to their skin its
swarthy shode. A less inviting horde It
would be diffieult to entrust one’s life to, for
they hafe the Christian with all the bitter-
ness of religious fanatics, and in the vindictive
espression of thoir looks, and their wild,
stiange cyes, malco no pretence of concenling it.
Somse of thom— as they still do—lived in
towns, but most wanderod nbout the country
in tents, robbing caravans, or engaged in wars
undertaken for the purpose of pillage. Few of
them had then had sny direct denlings with
the whites, and, being far removed from the
possibility of experiencing his power, were in
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MUNGO PARK AND THE MOORS.

noway inelined to treat the new-comer with
the good-nature seldom lacking in the negroes
who had robbed him so freely all the way from
Pisania to Kemmu., However, for a time all
went well, three of Daisi’s sons and about two
handred horsemen having convoyed him o
little way on his road. Thioves there were,
of course, and at the first halting-place ho lost
part of his now scanty baggage.

At Yarra, o Iarge stone-built town, chiefly
inhabited by negroes, he took up his residence
for fourteen dnys in the house of Daman
Jumna, o Gambis slatee, upon whom he had
an order from Dr. Laidley for a debt, until
permission could arrive from Ali for the

MAP OF MUXGO PARK'S ROUTES,

stranger to pass through his country. Bui
before the required permit was received,
Johnson, the Bnglish-speaking negro, quite
lost cournge, declining to proceod farther.
Demba, however, consented to go on, and the
trader with whom he was residing supplied
tho place of tho recalcitrant West Indian by
one of his own slaves.

It was not long before the character of the
people was to be displayed. At Dina, the
next town, the Moors predominated,
and in their rmcour to the
Christion forgot the procopts of
their faith touching hospitality to the stranger.
Gathering round the hut in which he had
taken shelter, a surging mob hissed, shouted,
snd abused him, yelling every deseription of
epithet in at the door, and even going so far
88 to spit in his face, with the object of

13

New people
aud old
manners,
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creating n quarrel, which would give them an
excuse for seizing his baggage. Finding that
their provocation had not the descd effuct,
they proceeded to plunder him of everything
that took their fancy, on the plen that being
an Infidel he was the lawful prize of any True
Believer.  Already his sextant had been
stolen, so that for all purposes of exact
geography his future progress was nscless,
To add to his miseries, the peaple whom he
had brought from Yarra, soeing that, everyhody
could rob the white man with impunity, vo-
fused to go any further.  Accordingly, he lof
this den of ferocious thieves next day, without
any other companion exeept the boy Demba

and Daman's negro, who
at the last moment
had been persuaded Ly
the faithful boy who
had followed him from
Piganin to continuo true to his temporary
master.

The land through which they travelled was
dry and sandy, with fow water-holes, and as
they journeyed by moonlight to avoid the heat
ond the robbers, with the cxception of the
roaxing of wild hensts, and diffienlty of obtain-
ing water, even when thers weve wells, by
the numerous lions taking possession of these
fountains, they were proceeding through
Ludamar, ahnost to tha borders of Bambarra,
without any particular mishap, when messen-
gers arrived from Ali with orders to convey
him to that sovereign’s camp, ng his wife,
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Futima, wished to have a lovk at the latest
curiosity in the shape of o white nan, At
this news the Yarme negro’s vonmge finally
gove way ; Imt as black men werg common
ehough in thut region, he nauagsed 1o eseape
unperecived,  The ewp of A was reached
after four doys’ wenry journey. A less pie-
taresyue affadr of the kind it would be Tined to
fmagine.  The dirly tents were seattered over
& wide spaee, and between them steaggled
cuanels, vattle, and goats, without any order or
diseipline being ebserved by the rugged horde
that constituted his soldiery, Un the now
arrivals appronching, the peopls drawing
water at the wells threw down their buckets,
the mwon in the tents mounted their horses
picketed hord by, and one and all alike
enine running, galloping, and bawling towards
them, until the erowd Locame so dense that it
wig with diftieulty that Ali's tent could be
appronched,

On goining admittance to that potentate,
the sight that met his eyes was not im-

pressive. Al an old man of a
Home qn- . P
comortable poctliarly sinister cast of sounten-
e oaap, daue, wos engnged in the unkingly
oporation  of clipping, before o

Inoking-glass held by a slove, the fow
straggling haits on his upper lip. This
operuton. fnished, he proceedod to bestow
on Pk o sullen and melignant survay,
expressing  somo  surprise when he heard
that & knowledge of Arabie was not anong
his secomplishments, and then relapsed inte
silence. ‘The ladies of his family were, how-
evor, move curions, Nothing was too minute
for their inquisitivencss, no part of his dress
too trivial not to be examined by their restless
fingers. His pockets were turned insids ow
and the cuntents appropristed, and hig walst-
cont wag tnbuttoned to exsining the whiteness
of his skin, They even eounted the numbar
of his toes nnd fingers, in doubt whother, in
spite of their ondless questions, a creaturc so
strangaly faced whs really & human being

Patirnn, the fattest and fajrest wifo—for
smong the Moors fatness and fairness are
synonymacus—fot the gratification of whoso
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curiosity Park had Leen brought so far out
of his way, being at o distance, he wag ordered
to remain until she returned, and slaves were
sent to bring him food, This turned out
to be a will hog, which some boys tied to the
tent-poles, inviting the Nazarene to kill and
devour it.  Thinking it woull be unwise, in
spito of his hunger, to touch an animal re-
gurded with sueh oxtreme antipathy by the
Mohammedans, he declined the ingsolent offer.
The hog was then set freo ; but instead of rush-
ing ot the Christian, towards whom it was sup-
posed to entertain an intense dislike, the irate
Loar ren amuck right and loft, attacking with.
out discrimination every person with whom
it came in contact. Flowever, the malicious
Moors, not to be deprived of an opportunity
of venting their malice on the Infidel, shut
him and the pig up in the same bhnt.  Yet
even then the animal played Nemesis to its
tormentors, for a thief creeping into the sty
overnight to steal somothing from the human
oceupant, stumlled over the hog, and was
bitton in the arm for his pains. Meanwhile,
Park and his boy were treated not as guests,
but as slaves. As barber to Ali’s son, the
Sellirk surgeon scquitted himself so badly
that he was ignominiously discharged, much
to his satisfaction, and ever afterwards, sceing
that he bed little chance of freedom if he
proved too usefill, it was his study to scem as
incompetent as possible. Demba was, how-
ever, not so fortunate, for as grass-cutter he
could scarcely plead ignorance ; and by-and-by
there arvived in the camp, much in fear of the
fate that awaitod him, the timid Johnson, who
had been atrested at Yarea while meditating
how best he could make his way back Lo his
native Gambia.

His idloncss, however, gave Park no inter-
mission from snnoyance. All day long he
was kept, while parched with thirst, button-
ing and unbuttoning his clothes for the satis-
faction of the idle curiosity of the women,
while the men would often gallop round
snd round him, twirling their muskets over
their heads, and exhibiting feats of activity
and horsemanship more for the gratification
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of thoir malice than for his amusement,
since they never failod to vomit the foulest
cpithets at the hapless travellor. At times,
indeed, they would eall out to him the words
of the Moslemm confession of faith, “ La Lla
ila Allah, wa Mohammod, arrasule, Allah”
(* There is no God but God, and Mohmnmed
is God’s Apostle ™), signifying nt the same time
with throntening gostures that unless he “tosti-
fied  his thront would be cut. An old woman
retwening from a wedding in the camp told him
ghe hod Lrought hir a presont from the bride,
and immediately discharged in his face the
contents of n wooden Dbowl she carried in
her hand.  “ Finding that it was the same sort
of holy water with which sinong the Hotten-
tots & priest is said to sprinkle a new-married
couple, I began to suspect that the old lady
was actuated by mischief or malice, but she
gave me seriously to understand that it was o
nuptial benediction, which on such occsions
is always received by the young unmarried
Moors ns a mark of distinguished favour.
This being the case, I wiped my face, and sent
my acknowledgmont to the lady.” Little in
the shape of kindness was bestowed upon
him, and the inquisitiveness displayed by the
women savoured, to our idess, of gross
indecency. Vet the Moors were so much
shocked at the white man’s nankeen broeches
thet even Ali, who was by no means n refinod
pexsonnge, requested him to discontinue their
uso,

Hunger was added to thirst For as ho
happensd to arive during the fast of Ramadan,
when no Mohammedan eats or drinks anything
between sunrise and sunset, he was expacted
to conform to the same ascetic lifa. To beguile
the todium of his enforced leisurs, Park began
to leatn the Arabic characters. This saved
him from some annoyance, since the by-
standers, seeing him industriously trying to
shapo letters in sand, got too interested in
his ‘prentice offorts to tensc him, They pre-
forred, when they were not ridiculing his
olumsy attempts, to gratify their own vanity
by teaching him the proper method of
writing the holy tonguo.
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But nothing kept thom from pillaging his
bundles.  As everywhore else, these were
turned ont, and his person was carefully
searchod to sce whether he had not concenled
some gold or amber, since the amount in his
bags was so small. Nothing cscaped them:
instrumonts, watch, and pooket-compnss, all
wore equally the objects of their avarice. The
compass puzzled themn mueh, for the needle
always pointed to the Great Desert. This was
magic so groat that they rosulved not to keep
it, and their drvead of this *jin”-like taol of
brass and iron wns not allayed by learning that
the reason why it pointod to the interior was
that the owner’s mother lived in that direction,
and it guided him to her home or to her
grave. Ali's sons appear to have been truculent
geoundrels, They insisted on his mending
muskets, which he was unable to do, and more
then once snapped pistols at his hend and at
that of his boy on the pretence thai they wero
attempting to escape, Escape, indeed, was ever
present to the mind of the Moors, For on the
night when the hog bit the robber, the entire
comp turned out at the nlaim, Ali, among
others, appearing on horseback, preparing to
give chase should the Christisn have, as was
thought, Tun away. Everyone in reality
suspocted evoryone elss, and, as the king
was in hourly dread of assassination, or of
poison, he wos the most timid of them
all—never sleeping in the same tent for
two nights in suecession, nor at any time
permitting more than a chosen wife to
know the exact spot where he was to be
found.

Anxious, however, to conciliate his op-
pressars, Park determined to bear meekly the
illshe endured rather than risk, by resentment,
others still worse. With patience ha bore
cvary insult and complied with every cowms-
mand, and never did time pass so heavily as
when ho was obliged to suffer from sunrise to
sunset, with an unrufled countenance, the
inmlts of people whorme he mnot unjustly
styles “the rudest saveges on earth.” For, so
far as he was concerned, the daily arausement
of the boys was to beat the hog, and of tho
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men atidd women fo plugue the Christian who
shared its sty

The end seemed ot one time not far off,
for a conneil was hold to determine his fate
Heveral voiess wore lond tor his eveention,
while others consideted tht to enn oft his
right, hand, as if Le L been o rhicf, wonld be
the most fitting mark of ignominy ta bestow
upon him, hut tinally the propasal to put ong
his eyes obtained the unanimons cousent of
the Bushieeny, on the grovnd ihat they were
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like thoso of & eat. This insensate cruclty
wonld most likely huve been earvied into effoet
had not Ali resolved to delay the sentence
until Queen Fatima returved,  Meanwhils, it
seemed o3 i death in any form would be
welvome compared  with the torture the
enptives wore enduring front hunger, and still
more from thimt. Water was every day
gotting searcer ond seareor, and the sand so
hot that even the negroes with their homy
foot. fuund it jnepossiblo to prss, in the heat of
the day, from ome part to another without
protecting them with sandals,

Day and night the wells were erowded with
eattle, fighting to get ab the troughs, or devour-
ing in their intolerable thizst the miist black
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mud from the gutteis—n diet that often
proved fatal to them.  In these eireumsiances
httle fell to the captives, unless when o
slave, out of piy, gave them some, or thoy
managed to push in betweon the eatilo at
uight 1o shave the filthy eoutents of the
tanks.

By-and-by the long-looked-for  Fatina
arrivel. Though, rs Lecame a good Moslem,
choekerd at the sight of so dopraverl a creature
as & Christien, sho showed hersolf, after asking

(Trow Spermtens i the Drabish Musewnt )

innumerable questions, not without a woman's
kindly heart. Forwhilo the people 4y, 0en

of the camp were so afraid of pol- Fatime and

luting their vessols, by permitting ™ SBerest-
so vile a being to drink out of them, that
rather than run such s risk they would
empty the contents, she presented him with
a bowl of milk, and in other ways showed
him nlmost the first kindness he had received
sinee comning to the Benaum camp. Asnothing
further was snid about his eyes being put ou,
it may be inferred that in other respects her
intoreession was favoursble to the captives.
Tossibly nlso the arrival of an Arab merchant
from Moraceo—the Shereef Sidi Mohammed
Mura Abdellah—was not withont its influence.
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on these rude barbarians. This man of the
Prophet’s blood was a salt-trader, who, after a

journey of four months across the Sus country
and the sandy dosert from Agadir, had como
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Agodir* he had visited Gibealtar and eould
converso intelligibly in English. Another
Shereef arrived about the same time, he
also was a man of great inlelligence, who
had travolled extensively throngh memy of
the interior l\inn'doms, and had lived for
some years in Timbuetoo, Dut ho gave Park
no encouragemont to follow in his fvotsteps;
for though he supplied very accurate infor-
mation regarding the roule to and position
of the city, his asswance was that “it wonld
uot do” to travel thither, sineo Christians were
looked upon ® as the Devil's chidven,

ond enomics to the Prophet.”
Conversing with these links he-
tween savagedow and civilisation
relieved the tedium of the cap-
tive’s life, and sermed alse Lo have
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PARK LOST IN TEE DESCRT (p 100).

to trade for gold and slaves and ostrich-fonthers
with the inland parts of Africs, just as his
sountrymen  had done for centuries, and
15 they still do after exactly the same
fashion that they followed in former days,
He was o person of much greater xefine-
ment than the people in the camp: since,
apart from the fact that he was familiar
with white merchants in Mogador and

impressed the fanaties nround him with an idea
thas, if men of their holy ancestry could stoop
to treat him with friendliness, he could not be
quite so vile a8 they had bitherto concluded,

* Swara (Suerra), and Santa Croz, of Park’s narrative,
the firat being the nasive nama far Mogador, the second,
the old Portuguese name of n placa at one time a scat of
considarable commerce with Ruiope, bt now a tomble-
down town without any resident whites.
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Food, however, was no mwre plentiful than
lofore : for, as Ali's slaves were left to supply
the steanger’s wants, they not infrequently
neglected  the  fask altogether, and in no
instance performed it lavishly,  Onoone ocen-
gion nothing was browght for two whale days,
and o house-to-house begging by Demby, in
the little negro village bard by, resulted in
obtaining 1o better alns than o few handfuls
of ground-unts, which the lad readily shared
with his nuster. The lieat was so terrible
thal it was sometimes diffieult Lo keep the
hand more than o fow secomds in the hot
Lruveze which swept from the desert. The
Moors themsolves would lie all duy on the
saud in a semi-torpid condition, while Demln.
and Johnson, arcustoed to the damp heat of
the West Coast, became in time so dejected
that even the cry of “lkous-kousso” would
fail to awsaken them out of their heavy, un-
casy slumbers. Park himself did not suffer
in this way: his troubles were dim eyesight
and Inboured breathing, with tentalising
dreams of ynning fountains of which be was
about to partake, when suddenly he would
awako to find himself still o thirsty shazer of
the Bennum pig-sty.

The rminy season was now sppronching, when
the Mooty rotreat to the far interior. Park,
Aburssrer  Sering thal thers wos no opportunity
fresdom.  of eweaplny, obtained permission,
theough the ntereession of Fatima, to necom-
puny Ali to Yarea, whenee he went to tront
with the fugitive Knartang who had selicited
his assistance agoinst Duisl, their native
prince, This was better than leing taken
with theimn into the Ureat Desert, Demba,
whose fidelity hnd deserved o botter reword,
was pow seized by Ali as his own slave, on the
pleathat, being the interpreter of the Christian,
hoe miyht perhagss conduet him to Bambarra.
It was in vain that Park remonstinted against
this high-handed eondues.  All that he ob-
tuined was o significant hint, with o Jook that
memnt more, that if the white man did not
instantly mount his horse he would share the
samo fate.  The <old fool,” us they called
Johmson, might, however, if he plensed, sty
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with him, and, possibly, when the danger
that was apprehended had passed away, the
lioy would Le sold, at tho price of a cominon
slave, to the slatoo in whose house Park lived
ou his former visit. That good fortune does
not seent to have beon poor Dewnba's lot.  His
master shared his tears at, parting and neither
ovor saw the other again.

Johnson, again n free man, made what
preparntions he could for retwrning to the
Linmbia, and Park, fearing that he would be
taken to the camp, devised plans also for
escaping, though in the opposite direction.
Bereft of every article that could serve him
ns money, his entire baggnge consisting of two
shirts, two pairs of tronsers, two pockot-hand-
kerchiefs, an upper- and under-waistcoat, a
hat, & pair of boots, and & cloak, this intrepid
man determined to continue his cowse to the
Niger. To go on scemed like courting certain
death: to remain was even worse, sinee it
meant o lifelong captivity, He therefore
chose the lesser of two ovils: to return
without accomplishing his errand would
appear to have been the only thought that
ho conld not for & moment entertain. The
chance occurred one dark night when the
Moots were all asleep. Telling Johnson to
take good care of his papers, he stepped
gently over the sleeping guards, and, mount-
ing his old horse, started alono for Bambeara.
Relieved of overy oncumbrance, as nearly o
beggar as a man without more than & change
of clothing can be, the deuntless explover
trotted away into the night with the lightest
henrt he had folt for mony o day. For, having
nothing to steal, he conld now not be robbed,
and death wes the worst that conld Dbefall
him. T felt,” he tells us, “like one recovered
from sickness. I breathed freer. I found
unustal lightness in my limbs; even the
desert Jooked plensant, and I dreaded nothing
so much as falling in with some wandering
parties of Moors, who might convey me back
to tho land of thieves and murdorers from
which T had just eseapod”

This plensing revorie was, however, rudely
interrupted by three homsemen overtaking
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him bofore he had ridden a couple of miles
They were mossengers, they said, from Ali,
whose orders were that he shonld immediately
roturn. How far this was the truth is donbt-
ful. At all events, finding that the traveller,
schooled in adversity, submitted to their de-
mands with the apathy of despair, they took
him aside into some bushes, stripped him of
his cloak, as tho only srticle worth taking,
and then let him go. Agnin he turned his
head towards the East, directing his conrse
over the sandy desert through which it lay by
meons of the compass. The heat of the sun was
often intolorable, water was not to be had, and
his horse, hitherto as patient under hardships as
his master, bogan to grow restive by reason of
aonein  fatigue.  Often did the travellor
the desert.  pgcend the tallest tree(p.197) to Juok
for the smoke of village or the trace of hunan
habitation, but nothing appoared on the level
horizon except ridges of sandy waves that
seemed to fluctuate Like the sea in the ascend-
ing haze, dotted here and there with thick
underwood. In vain did he and his horse
chew the bitter leaves of the shrubs: they
afforded no refreshment. Fearing that his
fate was now settled, Park removed the Lridle
from the poor brute, and sank insensible on
the white sand. When he recovered, the sick-
ness and giddiness still continued, but the sun
now sinking below the horizon he felt less
exhausted, and prepared to make another
effort to reach succour. By-and-by, as tho
darkness incremsod, the wind rose and o
weleome shower laid for a time the drifting
clouds of sand. Then, spreading out his
clothes to catch the rain, he, by wringing and
sucking them, quenchod his thirst and con-
tinued his journey by the guidance which the
flnshes of lightning supplied ; until about mid-
night, hearing what he calls “ the heavenly
music of frogs,” he was directed to a watering-
place, at which, avoiding the huts hard by, he
took large draughts of & muddy liquid on the
surface of which the musicinns lay in o thick
sheat,

Next day he amived ot o Fulah village
subject to Ludamar, Hore, not only did the
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headinan refuse to supply his neeessitics, Lut
threatened to convey him back to Ali, and
had it not been for the kindnoss of an old
woman, who fod both him and his horse, it
is not unlikely that ho might have been com-
pelled from absolute necossity to submit 1o
this ernel decision. Ilowever, fortitied Ly
the fool he had recoived, he managed to
give these inhospitable villagers the slip
and, with varying fortine, conlinued his
journey.

The country, however, was now fertile, and
the poeople hospitable, supplying him readily
with food and asking nothing in retmm ex-
copb a fow hairs from his beard, under tho
notion that such a “saphis,” or charm, might
possess uncominon virtue. Warned, never-
theless, by Llitter experience, the lonely
traveller journeyed at might, when he would
often sit for hours holding his horse by the
nose, in equal danger from wild beests in the
bushes sround and wild men in the open
country beyond. In three days, nevertheless,
he reached, without mishap, the frontier of
Bambarra, and was out of the power of AlL
The people, moreover, were now negroes, ancd
smong them there was little danger from
religions fanaticism, and. as he had nothing
worth stealing, even less peril from cupidity,
In those years Lenrds were unknown among
“« Churistions "—that is, among Europeans, the
two words being synenymous in Mohnmnedan
Afriea.  Accordingly the long beard of Park
lod him to be everywhere mistaken for a Moor.
“He has been to Meces,” was the ironical
remark, “you may see that by his clothes”
Another would bresk jokes upon the sorry
condition of his horse, and ask whether he did
not wish to sell so valuable an animal, Day
after day the country grew more populous
ond the routes of travels more thronged. The
people also became less kindly, more niggard
in supplying his wants, less courteous, and
more inclined to indulge in rough badinage,
though in no other way inlerfering with his
progress. Tt was clear hie was approaching
some large town. On the morning of the
20th July, 1796, this expectation was fultilled,
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for on that memorable day he saw glistening
in the morning sun the long-sought.for Niger,
Paricronches bt SRt river us browl as the
tholger  Thyunes at Wostminster, nil flow-
ingg -t the easeward, msl on the opposite lank
the poptdens Mohanunedan city of Sego
“ 1 Lastened to the bemnk,” he fells us, = al

YOU'N{s GIRES O BAMBABRA.
(Leew o0 Plobonrap! Tt Fioaws oty pn Lowiwnelund Mislie)

having drunk of the wuter, lfted np ny
forvent thenks in prayer to the Uveat Ruler
of all things for having thus crowned my
endenvours with sevess.”

It wos murket-day, and throngs of lnughing
villagers wors hwrrying towards the capital,
eagor to by and sell wnd gowsip.  Among
them lie vecogniserdl some fuvitive Kaurtaps
whose benevutence he had already exporiensed
duing his juncuey through Bambarra, and by
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them he was proeured an introduetion to the
king, though, in truth, as the very slaves wero
ashumed of being seen in the company of so
ragyed o yagalond, it required no small moral
¢olirage on the part of these good people to
become sponsor for a person of such dis-
repitfably sppearance (p. 204),

The seene thut now presented itself was o
busy one,  Seores of canoes wore erossing and
recrossing with pussengers, the forry, which
was carrierl on by the king's slaves, boing a
royal monopoly; while the crowded roads,
the well-dressed people, and the highly eul-
tivated country avound the capital, betokened
u state of civilisation which his travels up to
this point had not led him to expect in the
very heart of Africn. He found, however, to
his mortitication, that he was again in o centre
of Moslem Dligotry. For, to the chagrin of
the kindly Kaaxtans, who expected no such
olistacles, he was ordered to take up his resi-
dence in o village in the distance, the king
huving issued orders that, until he knew the
ermund of the white wan, he was not to be
permitted to eross tho viver. At tho village,
however, nobody would receive him. White
men were, in those days, unfamiliar person-
ages on the Upper Niger and not to be lightly
entertained for the nsking.

All duy long he had to sit under the shado
of a tree, and, as the wind began to rive and
the ruin to foll, his prospects for mospitauy
the night seemed anything but oo
plensant,  Then ns darkness elosod quarters,
m tho staring crowd moved away, and loft
him to tho society of his hose, Just then a
wuman, returning from the labours of tha ficld,
noticed him and inquired why he sat there
weary and dejected.  On hearing his tale, she
tunk up his saddle and Dbridle and beckoned
him to her hut, where she lighted a lanp and
spread & muat for him to lie on, Tn a few
minutes she broiled a fish for bis supper, and
then, as the fomales of the little housshold
spin cotton far into the night, one of then sang
4 song, the rest joining in the chorus (p. 205).
The air, Park tells us—though, no doubt, he
wag & very partinl critie—was sweet and
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plaintive, and the words, litorally teans.
lated, ran—

#Mhe winds roaved, and the vain foll,
The poor while man faint and weary corme,
And sat beneath the tree :
He lns no wother to bring him wilk,
No wifo to grind his eorn.”
Chorus @
“Leb us pity the poor white man
No mother has lie 10 bring him milk,
No wife to grind his corn.”

Then they ended a simplo song (which, nn-
lmown to thom, an English dnchess st to
musie in after-days), and made a bod for the
wenry man on their earthen floor, Aftor the
toil be had endnred, sleep ought to have been
weleomo; but the kindness he
had received from these simple
negroes was oven greater than
his weariness, so that he lay
all night wwake, thinking of
the past and the future, Le-
stowing in tho morning upon
his compassionate hostess, as
almost the only compensation
in his power, two of the four
Lrass buttons still remaining
on his well-worn waistcont.

In this forlorn condition, it
was ahinost sublimely ridien-
Afeshle  lous for a messengor
i an to arrive from the
widwme.  king with an in-
quiry whether he was going
to send him a present. The
answer was that the Dloors
had robbed the traveller of
everything. It twmed out
afterwards that in Sego the
Moors were, as in most parts
of the kingdom of Bambazra,
so influential thet the nominal sovereign,
Mansong by nome, despaired of being able
to protect the travoller. This, however, Park
only learned at a Iater date. Monnwhils,
snother messenger arrived with a gift of
" 8000 cowries, and o message from the king

that it was his eaznest wish for him to depatt

‘/u‘ [
sy, ahi—~
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immodintely, the messenger being at the
same timo direeted to accompany him as
far g8 Sensanding, if he intended to visir
Jennd,

For Jenné, tharefore, the weary travellor sot
out, in o state of greater afftuence than he
had heen for many days past.  For, with
5,000 cowries of currency, he reckoned, ut tho
rate of 250 for a shilling, he evuld support
himself and his horse for twenty days. This
cowry * (p. 201} is a small shell, two species of
which are found on tho British coast. Bub
the one which then formed, aud, to some
extent, still forn.]s, the ord.imu':y T
money of the Soudmu Dasin, is
obtained chictly from the Indian Ocean, and

COWRY HIELLS,

is cmployed as & medium of exchange nob
only in Africa, but in Southern India.  Inthe
Intter country its value has within the last
century fluctnated between 2400 end 3,800
to the rupee. In former days it was more
generally used than ai present.

* Cypraa monetd.
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At Cuttack, o bungalow that cost £400
wis outirely paid for in these shells: and to
this duy tons ave exported from Liverpool for
tise; on the upper puets of the Niger and other
West Afriean vivews, tho supplies eing ob-
tained from the Maldive Islads, Coeylon, the
Malubir Cost, Borneo, aid other Bast Indian
islands, in addition to considerable quantities
imported  from vavious parts of the Hast
African Coast, from Res Hafun (o Mozun-
bigue. Bengul ut one time imported nbout
£30,000 worth, and even yot, in Siam, 6,400
eowiivs ave on an average equal to o fieul,
about 1x Gd.  Defore the abolition of the
slave trade, and the introductivn of other
stundurds of vulue, including coin and “bars,”
it was almaost the enly money used along the
entire (fninea Const, and far into the interior.
Indeed, so rapidly did it penctrate the con-
tinent that, {orty years ago, it was a quite
rotognised currency in Kand, Knkawa, Gondo,
and Timbuctoe; and in Muniyons the king's
vevenue was nssessed at 30,000,000 cowries,
every adult male being requived to pay an
ammal poll-tax of 1,000 shells for himself,
1000 for eavh pack-ox, snd 2,000 for each
slave owned by him. Nearer the coast, the
shells nve wsually fastened in strips of forty or
o hundred, » cortam number of sirips hoving,
asecording to the loeality, o recognised value,
though in the interior, whore they aro held
ab o highor rate, the “ Kunli” are eounted
out ane by one, Bvon those tribes who, like
the Niam-Ninm, do not bestow on them »
monetary value, esteom the shells so highly
as ornaments that the Zanzibar traders find
it convenient to carry them into the nterior,
though it is nat likely that any explor-
ing expedition of our thnes will Gl into
the Lhnder which, it i suid, one despatehed
by the British Government some yeats ago
was requested to commit, by the Foreign
Oftien clerks desputehing & cargo of covwries
as the mesns wherewithal to defray its
expensns in the Lake Regions. These sapient
officials wight ns lief have consigned to the
travellers a shipload of warming-pans,

Provided, therefory, with e pound's worth of
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this Lulky currency, Park set forth again in
the hwpe of reaching Timbucteo, g sonom
the gonl that he always kopt Journey.
fixed in his memory as the one to which, if
possible, ho should nttain, It is not necessary
to remark that with the oljects of his journey
no one sympathised.  When he told them
that ho had come so far to sco tho great
Niger, or Joliba, the rejoinder was, “Wore shero
no rivers in his own country, and was not one
river just like another?” Undeninbly, the
appenrance the tenveller now presented was
not what the black folk had boeen aceustomed
to associate with o white man, and, apart from
religious fanoticism, the Moors and those
under their influence were not unjustified in
sotting him down as a suspicious character—
o raseal most likely, a spy of some sort very
probably. It is therefore not surprising
that he receivod scant courtesy in his lonely
Jjourney,

All along his route, the country people were
collecting the kermels of the shen-treo * fruit,
fron which is extracted the celebrated shen-
butter, which is fragrant, white, firmer, and
better-flavoured than that of milk, while
overy other tropical crop was in abnndance:
It was, however, little that the ever-waning
funds of the explorer profited by the pervad-
ing plenty. At Sansanding, a town of 10,000
inhabitants, he was mistaken by the negroes
for o Moor, The Moslems, however, soon
datected the ervor, and, with their usual in-
solence, ordered himn to repeat the Mohamme-
dan prayers after the [ashion of tho Jews,
wha, notwithstending this conformity, are in
thoso paxts of tho world regarded as inferior
to Christians, In vain Park pleaded that he
didl not understand Arabie. A Sherecf from
Tuat, a cluster of oases in the desort south of
Moroeco, swore by the beard of the Prophet
that, unless he went to the mosque and testi-
fied, he should drag him thither himself; and

* Bagria Parkii, the species benring Park's name. The
butter, which is allied to thab of the Bussin butyracen of
Indin {Ghee), consists meinly of steazin and olein, and is
naw imported for soap- and candle-making, and for the
preparation of pomades.
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not improbably would have done so had not
the Dutd, or magistrate, interfered on the
ground that the stranger was “the king's
white man,” and must Le protected. All that
ovening the little eourt-yard in which he
was accomwodated was crowded with hostile
Moors, clamouring that they should sco him
perform his devotions “ and cat ogys” With
the latter of theso requests poor Park ox-
pressed himself s only too happy to comply.
Indeed, tho more he was asked to ent I
moderation, the happier he should be ; though,
as they had beon tanghl to believe that Chyis-
tians subsisted solely on raw eggs, they were
amazed when hoe asked for this weleome
nowrishment to be cooked. Finding, after
all, that the white man ato pretty much as
he did himself, the Duté cntertained himn with
n substantial meal of mutton and, when the
Moors had departed, asked him to write him
a “saphie,” on the ground that, if & Moor's
charm be good, & whito man’s wust be better.
This was ensily complied with, a serap of
bonrd with the Lord’s Prayer scratehed on it
moeting all the necessities of the case. The
country beyond was less thickly peopled, but
not moro hospitable. At Medibu, he was
forced to loave his horse, exhausted with
the hardships it had undergone, and pursue
his journey on foot. His altored eivewm-
stances did not, however, arouse any incrense
of sympathy. At Kea, o smoall fishing-village
on the river, the Duté, on being asked for food
and protection, informed him coolly that, ay it
was not his habit to pay any attention to fine
specches, ho had Dettor continue his journey,
for no shelter shonid he receive fromn him,
This churlishness convinced Park that,
though now little more than two hundrod miles
from Timbuetoo, to proceed farther
meant for him either death or
slavery, Every hour the hostility
of the Mooys and their paramount influence
over the negroes increased, until, by the time
he mrived at Silla—sick, exhavsted, half
noked, without any means of paying for
" provisions, elothing and shelter, with a swampy
country hefore him, and the tropicel rains

Park deter-
mines to
raturn,
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beginning to inundate the rice-felds—he felt
himself no longer able to face the prospect of
losing all that he had accomplished by tho
growing fanaticisin of the peoplo,

At this point, aceorlingly, he wisely doter-
wined to begin his howeward journey, after
accumulating from the convowsation of the
poople all the information he conld eollect re-
gerding the regions that ho had boon unsble
to visit.  What was told him regarding Thm-
buctoo was certainly not inspiriting.  For one
of tho tales related by an old negro was,
that. when he visited the eity, his landiord,
laying a rope down on the mat beside him,
addrossed the stranger in these wouds: “If
you are a Mussulman, you are my friend—sit
down; but if you are n Kafir* you are niy
slave, and with chis rope I will lead you to
market.”

His homeward route was {or a time even
less pleasant then his outward one. At
Medibu he rocovered his horse. But often
unabla to find any guide, he wos compolled
to flounder for miles through morasses, to
swim creeks with his bridle in his teeth and
his papors in the crown of his hat; always
trented with mmdeness and suspicion, cven
when mistaken for a Moor, and often obliged
to subsist on the sane raw Inclian corn as his
horso, unless when the supomstition of the
negroes induced them to buy “a white man's
saphie ” for o meal of riee or milk,

Passing by scveral considerable walled
towns, he reached the village of Song. But
thongh. the country 1ound about was infosted
Ly lions, the inhabitants shut the gates in his
face, under the belief that he was one of
the Moors, a race for whom they entertained,
not unreasonably, the most violent antipathy.
As o prowling lion approached dangerously
near the spot where he had lain down, Park
found it necessary to climb a tree. Then the
people invited him in, convineed that they had
wistaken his nationality ; for, they added, with
» knowledge of character that wag evidently

# That is, ~ unbeliever,” the term first spplied by the

Moaors to the Sonth Africon tribes eo widely known by
that name.
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hased ot o witde experienee, “no Moor ever
waited till midnight at the gate of & city with-
ont, vupsing (he inhabitants.”

One day, widing o meck up to the neck,
londing his borse by the bridle, lis few rags
fastened i a bundle on the saddle, 2 passivg
negro shontes] to kim in the Mawlingo
Innguage to come out, or the alligators would
devour bim, Emerging from the steean, the
Black uan enzed in amazement at the mked
being. e had evidently nevea seen o
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bente intended to dispose of him in a moie
summary fashion than had yet hoen his lot,
when the corpse of u slave was brought out of
u Lt and tumbled into the hole,

With varying tortune—unever good, though
sotnetimes o little worse than at other times—
tho explorer passod as far up the Niger as
Bamaku, intending if' possible to reach the
Gold Const through Kong.  Utterly peami-
less—or rather, cowricloss—withont anytling
left except the rags he choso to eall his
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Enrapean, and as he rotreated from the
apparition was heard imuttering to himself,
“Giod preserve me! wha's this¢” Henring
that the white eould speak the Bambarra
tongne, the gnod fellow becmine more con-
fidant, end condneted him for o fow miles on
his way. At Suba matters &id not mend,
The Duté was not hospitalble—that hy this
time was the rule mther than the exception,
He would neither give nar sell him food, and
as he called to his slives to dig o pit~—
grumbling all the time, * Good for nnthing,”* o
vile plague,” “ money lost! money Tost ! "—our
izaveller was hoginning to be afraid that the

clothes, this looked a hopeless projest. But
when even the slender possessions mentioned
were stolen from him by sowe Fulah robbers,
who ot first stripped him naked, but, finding
that the garments of which they had plundered
him were scarcely worth carrying, returned
him the worse of his two shiwts, a pniv of
trousers, and his hat, in the crown of which
he kept his memoranda—with his only arms
an old spear, ho saw that it was out of the
question,
He was now in the midst of a vast wilder- |

ness, without food or the means of buying nny,
without & hors, surrounded by savage bensts
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and still more savago men, naked and nlone,
and five hundied wmiles from the wnoavest
Buropean setilement. For the first timo his
cournge began to give way, and as he Iay down
on the arid ground he [olt that his end was
drawing noar.  “The infinenco of religion,
however, aided and supported me,” Park wrote
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irresistibly eaught my cye. T montion this
to show frawn what trifling eivcumnstances the
mind will sometimes derive consolation, for
thongh the whole plant was not larger than
the top of one of my fingers, I could not
contemplato the delieato conformation of ity
roots, leaves, and capsula without admiration,

B0GO0 WOMEN ENTCRTAINING PARK (@ 201).

in n passage of his narrative which has, perhaps,
been more frequently quoted than any other.
“I veflected that no human prudence ot
foresight, could possibly have averted my
present sufferings. I was, indeed, » stranger
Somfortin 0 & strange land, yet I was still
mistortone. ynder the protecting cye of that
Providenco who has condescended to call
Hiwsolf tho stranger’s friend. At this roment,
fertul as my reflections weve, the extraordin-
ary beauty of a small moss in finctification

Can that Reing (thought I) who planted,
watered, and brought to perfection in this
obscure part of the world o thing which
appoass of so small importance, look with un-
concern upon the situstion and sutferings of
creatures formed after His own image ? Surely
not! Reflactions like those would not ellow
me to despair. I started up, and disregarding
both hunger and fatiguo, traelled forwards,
assured that relief was at hend, and T was
not disappointed” For in a short time he



200

ovartaok two shephords whom he had met in
a former part of his jotrney, and with them
journeyed to the kingdom of Meawling, the
lane of those Mandingoes whe, wo have seen,
ure found all throngh West Afrien ns colonists,
comerein] travellors, and tradors,

His routo theneeforward was in even greater
misery than before,  livery bite he swallowerd
had to be beeged, whether it was maize-
fluwers stewed in milk and water, or some
gontser though more substantial nntriment.
Yet even this was often denied him, for there
wus o famine in the land, and as wotnen were
selling their childven to buy corn for them-
selveg, little could be spared to o traveller;
and, to crown his miseries, ut Wonda he lay
ill of fever for nine days, to the tneasiness of
his negro landlord, who was overheard ve.
marking to his wife that the white men would
Le much cost and trouble, sinec, “ for the sake
of their good pame,” they would be forced to
maintain him till he should recover ar die.
At this place his oft-lost horse turned up, but
as the roads wore now unfitted for travelling
on horschuck, he presented the beast to his
host, and the saddle and bridle to the Mansa,
or chief magistrate, of Sibiduly, by whose
exortions it hod Deen recovered,

At Kamalia his worst misfortunes came to
an ond; for though he hed still & long journey
Asive. 1O make, sny tear of sctual want,

meromaxt  or even of dangor from violence,
e e, Was reduced to o minimum  The

Paricreasiua regson was that here I}e mek with

o negro “slatee,” one Karfn Taura,
hound with o «coffle,” v gang, of slaves to
the Gsmbia as soun as the raing abated, who
agreed to cscort him to Pisania snd accept
payment on their arriving at his destination.
With this man he stayed until the party set
out, snd it may be remarked that when he
tirst visited him he found the slaiee reading
out of an Avabie volume, snd noticed in his
little library & copy of the “ Book of Cammon
Prayer.” Fover now seized Park, nnd for four
weeks it seemed os if the siatee’s kindness
wauld be of ne avail Thanks, howover to
the disinterasted tenderness of the village

THE STORY OF AFRICA

schoolmastey, while the slave-merchant was
collecting his human chattels he recovered,
and on the 19th of April, 1797, set out. The
travels of the next fow weeks were not event-
less,  Ho passed through a country not quite
unknown, though ot that date not fully
deseribed, and saw much of the slave trade in
all its horrors (p. 179). Among the most
pitiful of these wes his recognition, among the
voflle with whom he jonrneyed to the coast, of
several persons from whom only o fow months
Lefore he had raceived such little kindnesses
as lay in their power. Among thom—such is
the vicissitude of savage life—wero the fugi-
tive Kaartans who had offered to introduce
him to the King of Bambarra st Sego; now
they were on their way to a lifetime of slavery.
Sinee then they had fallon captive to some
robber's spear and bow.

At Pisania, where in due time he arrived,
his friends received him as one risen from the
dead. All the traders on the Gambia had
been informed that he had been murdered by
the Moors of Ludammar, a rumour which
Johnson, like Musa when placed in o similar
position towards Dr. Livingstone seventy yoars
later, had no doubt done his best, as cover
for his own cowardice, to confirm. That pu-
sillanitnous  negro, however, never renched
Pisania ; he had oithor died or been enslaved,
and with him disappoared the papers with
which he had been entrusted.  Everyons was
now handsomely paid, and gifts were sent, as
for ss possible, to the fow people who had
befriended Park when friends meant life or
death—~a meal or  tightening of the traveller’s
belt. .

Then the grentest of African explorers sailed
from Goree on his way to England. In those
deys stemmers wore unknown, and, it is not
necossary to add, telographs undreamt of. For
mota than two years no news had penstrated
from Innor Afvica to the London Association
regarding their agent, except, indeod, that he
had met the same fate as Major Houghten at
the hands of the saine ferocious fanatios. For
o time, however, thoy had still to wait ; for the
usual course of eommeres was, in those days,
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to lond with slaves and then sail fur America
or the West Indies To Antigua, therefore,
the ship in which he had taken passage
departed, and as the surgoon died .Of fover
pefore leaving Afiica, Park took his place.
Yet,even on the slave-ship he was not without
memorios of the journcy he had completed,
for soveral of the captives he rewmembered
having seen on various parts ot his route
After all tho perils he had endured it seemed
that he was to perish atsea. The vessel, over-
Inden, ill-found, and bad in itself, looked
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once ot twice in the conrse of the thirty-fonr
duys’ passage to the West Indios as if 1t would
founder  That doom wns, however, spaed
her, und, in duno timo, exchanging into the
ordinary packet which callod at Antigus, he
landed at Folmouth on the 82nd of Deeeruber,
1797, after & journoy vomarkable in any
cireumstances, but, considering the trifling
cost at which it was performed, the terrible
bardships the travellor endured, aud the result
to which it led, perhaps the most extraordim-
ary in all the story of Africa and its explorers.

BAMBARRA TYPES
(F1o0t o Photograph by the Parus Socely for Buangelwonl Misstons,)
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Eseepr that he had met his doom i the
ecentre of Aftien, no news had reached Eng-
land regarding Park since the day he set out
on his travels more than two years before,
Nowadays w retiming traveller with hnlf his
mevits is, in spite of any other course his
modesty might sugyest—and the age is an
advertising ono—funfuronnded overy step of
his homewurd journey. The telegraph tells
how he hns arvived here, the special corre-
spondent what he hes to say there, until by
the time he lands st Liverpool or Plymouth,
or stearns into Charing ('rows, the interviewer
and the illustrated jonrnals hove taken the
heart out of any tale he may have to tell
But in 1797 the world moved move slowly ;
telegraphs were undreamt of, and posts slow
mnd infrequent, while the enterprise of tho
pross did not veach so far as to tap the talo of
& traveller on his way fromn Tnner Africa vid

the Gambin and Antigna.  Accordingly when
Park reached London by the Falmouth stage-
conch emrly one moining in the Christmas
week of 1797, he emmne perfectly unheralded
by ouy species of puff-in-ndvance. Having
some tinie to spare bofore he could wait
upon his employers, the African Association,
he spent it in the gardens of Montagn
House, which had then been converipd into
the nucleus of the British Museum. It
happened that by an accident the gates had
been left open ell night, so that when the
curator peeped out soon after dawn he was
monoyed to sece someone sauntering aboub
the grounds. By a curious eoincidence this
officinl was Mr. Dickson, Park’s brother-in-
law, who, since his departure for Africa, had
bieen appointed to the post in question, Their
muiual astonishinent af meeting in such
circnmstances may woll be imagined, for the
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troveller waS unaware of his relation being
in London, while Dickson, like the rest of the
world, had long mourned him as dead, In a
few days, however, the fame of the home-comer
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was the chief attraction of Sir Joseph Banks's
Sunday evening parties, and Bryan Edwards,
in whose house he lived, was compelled, in
ordor to stay the public appetite for some

(From  Pholograph by Capt Mockler-Ferryman.)

Was not confined to so nartow a cirele. The
mm‘“ African ¢ Tion” was until then un-
Aroan  known, and so valued accordingly
. thet for several weeks the first

1

. eaptured specimen of a now familiar speciés
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v

account of the young Scotsman’s explora-
tions, to print & preliminary narrative for
private circulation.* »

* Pyocosiings of the Assovistion. for Prometing Dis-
sovery in the Interior of Afries. (1708,)
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Moanwhile, morder to obtuin greater loistre
for preparing the fuller deseription on which
he was engageil than the whil of fuhionsble
London afforded, Parke took up bis vesidenoe
with his widowal mether el his hrother ut
Fowlsdiolds farm-honse,  In consequonee of
the many rabberies he had suffererd and the
los of the pupers Tie had desputehed to the
coust with Johuson, he had few materinls (save
what his memory had vetuinedy ot of which
to write the engorly oxpeeted volume,  Some
greasy sereps of paper, the jotsam and flotsam
that had oseaped pillage und food and tropical
showers in the lining of his hat, were the
most tangible notes on which he had to
rely: while Major Renpell, the most nccom-
plished geographer of his time, who wder-
took to construet the map of Park’s travels,
had to depend largely on dead reckonings
and scattererd memoranda in addition to the
rough outline that Tark drew from recol-
lection. Bryan Edwards helped him much.
Indeed, us the sketeh that the accom-
plished historian of the West Indics had
prepared was to a lurge extent inenrporated in
the nurrative, the velume, though carefully
revised by the ostensible author, was to some
extent a joint produstion. Its succoss was
great and immediate. In the closing years of
Inst contnry the world had net the plethora
of Afriesn teavels it hos sinee thuse doys been
asked to digest, though then, as now, it was
flvenming airy deentns vegarding the future of
the eontinent that nobody believed to be either
“dark” or *lost," except that its wnknown
wenlth left ovoryone to form his own con.
chisions  reguring the  possililitios of its
future.

But while writing his « Travels” Park had
paid & great meny visits to Iir. Anderson’s
surgory in Nelkirk, and there renewed his
friendship with the doctar's winsome daughter,
whom ho married on vetwrning from London,

Disappointed in hiy great friends dnding o
wposie POt for bim, the Afrienn explorer
bk of  put & hrass plate on bis door, and

settled down te the prosaic life
of n medical practitioner, in the Byegate of

O AFRICA,

Peebles. n plensant town which even yer does
not elaim to be an exciting place of residence,
A century ago it must hove been about ag
dull a8 Sego in tho rainy season. *Paris
for grandeur,” the native is reported to have
stommed up his “Tale of Two Cities,” “but
Peebles for pleasure.” Mrs. Park, who was a
ludly somewhat prone to gadding about, pro-
nounced it, howover, # silent as the grave,” and
her husband, a shy man, littlo addicted to
society, and less to notoriety, found “a look
through Mr, Oman’s telescope and a glass of
strong beer” quite o brenk in the monotony
of his existence. His practice was not largo
nor very lucrative. Some of his patients did
not and many of them could not pay, so thal
often, after a Lleak ride for mile after mile
in a dark night over the Southern hills, to
attend & woman in her sorvest hour of need,
o piece of Larley bannock and a drink of
milk would be his only fse. His heart was
not in his profession. He was dreaming of
something less mechanical, o fact which
before long was noted by the penple whose
grandsons reared o statue to him in the town
where ho led so uncongenial o life.  «Ha was
n dneent mon, Dr, Park” an agad iman who
had been one of his nnremnunerative patients
told the writor when 2 boy, “but he hadna
muckle to say for himsel'”

Among the friends of those days was Sir
Walter Scott, then Sherff of the county,
Yark's Lrother Alexander serving as his de-
puty and general factotum, Cslling on him one
fluy, Seott found the traveller sitting by the
Danks of the Yarrow tossing stone after stone
into & deep pool, watching with oo
angious nttention the time the ingef the
Lubblos took to rise to the surface.
Asked by his friend why he indulged in so
idle an amusement, he replied that it was
the way ho caloulated the dopth of the
Africon yivers before he visked fording them.

For a time he was in hopes of obtaining a
{tovernment appointment in the then young
colony of New South Wales; Lut for some
reason this, liko other expectations, came to
nothing, and poor Park returned from London
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in Litter disappeintment lo resume work so
toilsome that his friend « the Shirra,”* afier
seeing something of the Pechles doctor’s 1ifo,
declared that there was only one leing
more hardly worked than s country surgoon,
«pnl that was his horse” No wonder that
he declared to Scott when the hour of deliver-
ance came that, rather than resumo such alife
ag that of the years now cnded, ho would
cross Africa with pleasure. And by-and-by,
eager like so many others in similar eose to
find a caroer more congeninl than that which
he had ndopted Lefore knowing all that the
world held in store, the opportunily came.
Park was now a married man with three
children, and, as we gather from the few letters
that have survived, fecling the daily pinch
of poverty. His African earnings were spent,
and the first rush of buyers for his book
had abated. It is therefore more than Iikely
that when the Peebles surgeon yielded once
more to the “demon of unrest,” by aceepting
the command of a new African expedition, he
did so as much to provide for the future of
himself and his family as from any ides that
Timbuctoo was the goal which it was his
iluty to seek. Eight years had made a great
difforence in his condition of life,

But, now, ho was no longer to travel poor
and alone, He was to be a Government
official, with soldiers to gusrd him, edueatoed
companions to help him, and ample Govern-
ment fonds to pay his way, a good salary,
ond, if he perished, a pension to his widow,
In vain his friends expostulated with him
on the risks he was running, Another winter
or two of country practice, he declared, would
quite a3 effectnally shorten his life ss a journey
into Africa. He hoped, howerver, to return as
scatholess from its dangers as before, with a
reputation that would necessarily secure the
ocoupation for which he longed.

The few months he had to spere before his
departure were spent in practising astron-
omical observations, and in learning Arabic
from 8id Ambek Bubi, of Mogndor, who hed

* Or Sheriff, the nume Wy which Soott wos known for
many years in Selkirkshire,
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cowe from London to play tho teacher in
Peebles, and during his stay was the one sight
of the place. Just before leaving Nelkuk
Park snd Scott rodo for soveral miles tugether,
from Ashesteil over the wild, grssy hills
that form the divide betwoeen the Tweed und
the “dowie denes o’ Yarrow,” talking of many
things, until on the top of Willinmhope, o
lofty ridge which overlooks the valley of the
lntter rivar, they stopped to part for the Inst
time. It was auttmn, and the mist, which to
the poet’s mind formed o fitting emblem of
the hazy prospects that lay before his fiiend,
floated slowly down the valley. 4 little ditch
divided the moorland from the rond which
they wore now to take in opposite directions.
In stepping over it Pak’s horse stumbled.
“Tam afraid, Mungo,” Seolt remarked, «this
is a bad omen” To which tho ill-fated
traveller, smiling, replied: “Freits (omons)
follow those who look to them,”+ and rode
away into the mist for ever. But the “ Shirm”
was right, for a more ill-fated expedition
never entered Afrien. Nothing went right
with it, Park experiencing whai so many
Adfrican travellers proved afterwards, that the
man who succoeds as a solitary explorer too
fraquently fails when hampered by & host of
many-humoured componions, and many nddi-
tional troubles therefrom.

The ostensible object of the now ‘venture
which Park entersd upon wns to ascertein
whether commoercial intercourse of
a profitable nature could bo oponed g exge-
up with Central Africn. This, of &itlon:Niger
course, nvolvedexploration, but ex-
ploration as such wes not included in his pro-
gramme, His own theory, formed by many con-
versations with George Maxwell, a Scotsman
who had been much inthat part of Afiies, was
that the Niger terminated in the Congo. No
one dreamed of the many sluggish rivers
creeping into the Bights being the mouths of
that vast eurrent, and now that it had been
clearly ascertained that it was not identical

+ * Thame Iuike to freits, my master denr,
Then freits will follow them.”
Balled of Edow o Gordon.
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with cither the Nenegnl or the (rambin. this due-
tring was as reasonable as those which held
that it formed o braneh of the Nile, or ended
in the desert wastes of Wangurn and Ghana,
The plan which Park lid betore the War
Oftice in London  was, atter passing throngh
Bonda, Kajuagn, and Falada, to eonstruet o
boat ab Sego, i the kingdom of Bambarra,
and then float in it dewn the Niger by way
of Jenné aud Kabara (the port of Timbnetoo),
through Houssa, Nyfté (Nufé), Keslna, and
other countries along its banks to Wangara,t
whore, according to the hypothesis expressed
by Rennell, the river ended in what is known
in Western Amoricn as a “sink.” Thence, if
this supposition should prove trme, he wonld
require to reach the sea by Tripoli, or Egypt,
or Abyssinia, or the Bight of Denin. If not,
he would follow its course, confident that it
would bring him to the Atlantic by the Congo,

Five thousand pounds were put at the
disposal of the expedition, and an ample out-
fit of stores, donkeys, arms, and other equip-
ments was provided. A eaptain’s commission
was given Park, and to his second in command,
Dr. Alexander Anderson (Mrs. Park's brother),
the tunk of lieutenant, in oder to cnable
them to exact wilitary oliedience from the
soldiers who were to be token from tho
garrison of Goreg, at that time in the posses-
sion of England. A fellow dulesimun, teorge
Hoott, wus odded to the party as dranghtsman,
arul several Toat-builders and other workmen
wero taken it ovder to constraet the erft in
which the party were to—

“ Trace the Niger to its sonres
Far in its mtive wilds,”

At Gores the truops, wearied with the monotony
of their life, would have yladly enfisted en

* Up to tha yenr 1801 the business of the L'oloniss was
coxriel on ot the Home Office, Afier that date, up totho
yuar 1834, it was a part of the War Office husiness;
though in 1426 Tord Rathurst in o decument before
us in skyled “His Majesty's Principal Secretary of Stats
for tha Uolonies” Mungo Fark's negzotintions wers with
the Estl of Buckingham.

+ There was o confasion on Purl's part in thinking
the siver after passing Nufé continued to Kashun
(Kntserw} pnd the kingdom of Wengaa.
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blue; but not a negro, whose services would
huve been more important to the expedition,
aould bo porsuaded to faco the Lerrors of the
Moorish country in the intervior. Lieutenant
Mertyn, thirty-five privates, and two seamen
were finally selveted from what was unques-
tionably very poor material, considering the
gtuff out of which the African Corps was
composed, the loose discipline that prevailed,
and the enervating offects of the climate. To
udd to their initial misfortuncs, tho expedition
had met with so many delays that the rainy
senson was at hand before it could reach the
Gambir, on the 27th of April, 1805.

So large » party of Europeans wes o mistake
from the first. They were not numerous
enough to force their way if there had boon
any resistance, yet they were too many not to
arouso suspicion, Their considerable stores
tempted marauders and cumbered their move-
ments, while the difficulty of finding food for
so large a party in health, and of attending to
them when sick, soon convineed the com-
mander that the task he had undertaken was
very different from that which he had accom-
plished so succossfully ecight years before.
However, partly by land and partly by water,
over a country much the same as that which
ho traversed alone, Park advanced with his
mixed cavaleade. For a time nll went well.
To most of them the lifc was novel, ond as
everybody was glad to start, even the de-
prossing influence of the wet soason did not
dnmp their spixits,. The Borderers sang the
songs of their fatherland as they gaily rode
to their gravoes (p, 216), and even the soldiers,
freed from the daily dread of the cat-o™-nine-
tails, forgot for n time the rum they had left
behind them.

But in spite of this imposing array nobody
scems Lo have been grontly impressed by it.
The black kings were as groedy, their subjects
as thieving, ns ever. At one place they would
be compelled to pay for water, and st tho next
spot, the villagers, fearing that they were not
strong enough to take this step, would bale
onts the wells in advance of their arival At
timas violent altercations between village chiefs

1
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and the camp-followers of the expedition de-
layed its progeess, these people beiyg only tuo
Mistortunes  RAppy (o pay oft old seores Ly
mullply.  pisrepresenting the state of matters
when it appeared thut this eould be dono with
safety,  Park also appeus less to ndvantage
oy this than on his former journey,  Suceass
had not improved his tenper; he hore wl-
versity with diguity: ke many whe have
done the sawe, prosperity was too much for
his head.  Backed by a foree of mrmud men,
he seoms to have grown imperiows, to bave
tulked of burning villages, and even of
shovhng mnutives, o provoention which, re-
membering the provocations ho had borne
so meekly on his first journey, nppears
scarcely justiable. Theft was unusually
frequent. At Konkromo gold was being
washed out of the rusty-coloured sands of the
Bafing (p. 135). melted in sun-dried clay
erucibles, heated by the application of hellows
to n chareonl fire, and the ingots formed by
pouring the meltec mestal into furrows, twisted
by pincers into the form of rings, But it
would appenr that wealth had corrupted their
1uorals, for Park, with o sweeping characterisa-
tion not wsual with him, pronounced them
“ gl thioves.” At Keminum, a fortified place,
the nhabitants wera “ thieves to a man,” and,
owing possibly to their strong walls, excelled
in impudence alse. Of all the robbers with
which the plaes sbounded, the most daring
were the thirty sons of the reigning monarch.
Theso princes, regarding thewselves above all
Inw, pursued their depredations alinost openly,
and with such suceess that in the courso of
two days they mansged to steal four great-
conts, a large bundle of beads, & musket, a
pair of pistols, and & mwober of other articles,
somo of which conll be of little use to them.
Un resomiing his journey, nearly the whole
town Leing in the rear of the expedition, ready
to pounce upon anything that lay handy, one
of the gang of thioves snatched at 2 bag, and
while Park and Murtyn tried to recover it,
another made off with o musket. One of the
king’s sons held Park in conversation while
his brother decamped with a fowling-piece,
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Park thercupon ordered them to be fired on, but
Anderson, more prudent, thought it advisable
not to rouse the king's vengeance by an act so
high-handed for an offence regarded by him
as vonial, though soon after one of the natives,
darting from u hiding-place upon some axticle
which tuok his fancy, was wounded in the leg
Ly Dok himself, At Bangssi the king rocog-
nised the ®poor white man” in his now
capacity, and was profoundly suspicions of the
circuinstances that had effected the change
in his surroundings—a suspicion nat even
soothed by the sight of the gifis that were
laid before him,

But, worse than thieves and unfriendly
kings, the rainy sepson had no sooner set in
than the men, their constitutions -

s o expedi-
wenkened Ly a long stay in sn tion begin
African climate and the debauchory *° P&
of an African station, began to sicken. Day
after day they dropped by the way, and were
left to die or to recover. The novelty of
the adventure had now worn off and while
the officers in command were sustained Ly
the expeetation of mnking great discoveries,
the soldiers soon lost interest in anything
Scenery, tho source of the Niger, Timbuctoo,
gold-washing, weaving, all wore alike idle
sights to men dying of fever. Even a glinypso
of the Niger at Bamaku (p. 204), a visit from
Park's old friend Karfa Taura, the slatce
(p. 208), and & pleasont meeting with the old
schoolmaster who had cared for him at
Komalia, failed to aronse them. Of the thirty-
cight men who had left Gores soon only
seven remained. Some wore dead, others hed
been left behind, but as none ever reached the
const, all of them had, no doubt, expired
within a fow days of falling il They ware
now five hundred miles in the interior, and,
for the first time in the history of Africa,
w party of Europeans had penetrated thus
far.

The Sego king was, however, ns unwilling to
wect Park as ever, He nccepted the white
man's presents, but as Isanco, the interpretor
who had been sent with them, declared, he
drow triangles and squares with his finger on
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the sand all the timo ho was negotiating an
andicnee, evidently with the design of making
5 charm agninst the evil designs of the new-
comers—shunning every proposul that could
lead to & personal interview with him.
Continuing therefore past Sego, Park came to
Bensanding, where he had permission to build
o boat in which to descend the Niger. This
place is & lorge town, full of trndors, whose
jealousy Park aroused by opening a salo of
European goods. Indeod, so virulent was the
enmity when business grew brisk thot henvy
bribes wero offered to King Mansong cithor to
kill the whites or to send thew out of the
country. On the 16th of November, the
Joliba, as he called the schooner which he
had patched up out of some half-rotten
native boats, was veady. Meanwhile, deaths
hed continued, and day by day even the
stoutest of the party began to show more and
more marked symptoms of weaknoss under the
Afriean sun, Nor was the native beer sold in
the Sansanding bazaar altogether blameless
for the mortality. It was o hard-drinking age,
and Lieutenant Martyn was perhaps mot the
most favourable specimen of the kind of
soldier who served on the African coest.
Even at Sansanding he seems to have found
materials for a carouse. In a letter written to
a comrade at Gores, wo get a picturc of the
kind of men who were selected to help a great
geographical expedition. “Whitebread's boer,”
it was the opinion of this explorer, “is nothing
to what we get at this place, as I foel by my
bead this morning, having been drinking all
night; with a Moor, snd ended by giving him
an oxeellent, thrashing.” It is clear that from
this sort of companion little sympathetic
assistance could be expected. But it was not
until his brother-in-law died that Park felt
himself, aa he wrote, “a sccond lime lonely
and friendless amidst, the wilds of Africa”
Bythe time thoJoliba waslaunched the party
had been reduced to three Europeans, besides
the commander and Martyn, and
of the three—all soldiers—one was
in & state of mental derangement.
On the 12¢h of November, 1805, the party sot

The deroent:
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out on their voyage, with the ohject of tracing
the river to its termination, and though to
some of his friends Park weote in & move de-
sponcling tone, his lottors to his wile expross
confidence that in leaving Sansanding he was
“on his way home” Here Isanco, his intor-
preter, loft him, emrying i safety to the
Gambia his lettors and journals; and then for
a Jong time nothing move was heaxd of Park.
Still, ho had gone through so many trials, and
comumunications in those days were so infre-
quent, that it was not until 1806 that ihe
rumours reaching the const gave his friends
uneasiness. Then, as these grew more snd
more alarming, Isasco was despatehed to
nscortain what he could regarding the tales
brought fromn far and near by the slave-traders
of the Gambia. By-and-by the messenger
returned, and though something has been
ascortained sinee thon, the story brought back
by Ieaaco remains, be it true or only partially
true, substantially all we know of the fate
of Park. Leaving Sansanding with Martyn
and three English soldiers-—one of whom soon
afterwards died—three slaves, and a man
named Amedi Fatuma, who ngreed to go ss
far as Houssa (p. b53), their vessel was,
s might have becn expected, often at-
tacked during its downward voyage. In these
encounters great numbers of natives were
killed, which so incensed the people agninst
them that they weve afraid to land to buy
provisions, this part of the work being affacted
by Amadi, whose personnl requaintance with
the history of the voyage ended al Housse,
whero he left. Tt does not appear, from this
report, that any effort was made to accomplish
what 8o many previous explorers had longed to
do. For they passed close to Kabara, the Niger
port of Timbuctoo (p. 121), without landing
to visit the city, only & few miles back from
the river, n fight aitended with the death of
mony of the natives having occurred off this
spot* According to Amadi’s account, the

* This is the scoepted tele, Bub it is known that in
the month of March, 1806, n latter was received at
Mogedot, in Moroooo, by Sidi EL Abes Buhellal Faql from
hin Kbersted slave at Timbuoico, which related how a
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trouble hesan soon afler leaving Ioussa, by
the anger of the Yaurt King at not weaving
prosents from the paty  To oxact what he
eonsidored his dues, the king sent o force of
men o a village ealled Bussa, which Park had
to pass  Here he was attacked with Jances,

“THE BORDEREBS SANG ,

pikes, arrows, and stones, defonding himsolf
for a long tine, until, seeing that there was no
cscape, Park took hold of one of the white

boat with two or three Christinns in it arrived from the
Weet at Eabers, “One of them was o tall man, who
stood oreet in the host, which displayad a white fing.
The Kabara people did not, however, understand the
signul to menn pesce, sud no ono weni o the boat,
ulthoagh it remained ab anchor before Knbarn the whole
day tlIl night. In the morning It wos gome.”

OF AFRICA

men, and, nmping nto the river, was drowned.
Martyn lollowed s example, and met his
death in tiymg to escape. The
ouly slave who romamed m the
lioat, seeing 1he natives persisted m throwing
weapons at the cance withoui ceasing, stood

The end

s » AS THEY GAILY RODE TO THLIR GRAVFS" (n 212).

up and said to them, “Stop throwing now;
you sce nothing in the canoe, and nobody but
myself, therefore cease. Take me and the
canoe, but don’t kill me!” an advice which
they ancepted.

Some not unjustifiable doubt has been ex-
pressed s to the exact truth of this story.
But in its main detnils there i8 no veason for
holding thet it is not fairly accurate. At all
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ovents, the little subsequent information that
has beon obtained does not materially alter
the tale collecterl by Isaaco  For many yems
Park’s widow held to the belief that her
husband was o prisoner somewhere in the m-
terior of Africa  This 1dea she transmtted to
her three sons, the second of whom landod in
1627 on the Gold Coast, with the iniention of
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whether tho canoemen who * bareed the viver”
woro inspired by hostile intentions or simply
by a very matural curlosity In mnelsgenss
this tmewlont fashuon they shot °fPark

through the country of the Moors inlo that
of tho Touarcgs, a flerce Berber race, untd,
in the centre of the old Songhai Empiwe,
some seventy miles south of Gogo, the former

BAMBARRA INTLRIQR.

ascertaining the fate of his father. But he, also
hot-headed, and, it is foared, not the person
best suitod for such a task, disappeared in tho
Dark Continent soon after leaving the place
from which he had set out on his ill-
considered errand. Later accounts collected by
travellers who have gone over this ronte con-
fum Amadi’s story as told to Isaaco, During
the thousand miles of the voyage, the ovil
counsols of Martyn—possibly also the effect of
th.e climate on Park’s hrain—had full swing.
« Right and left the Joliba party fired, often
racklessly, snd always without considering

capitel, the keel of the vessel, in passing
through the Busss rapids, stuck fast in
cleft rock, and they were at the mercy of the
hostile crowds on the bank. Thereis, however,
no ground for believing that robbery was the
original intention of the natives, It was
vengeance they wented for the many deaths
vhich the guns fitted at the sides of the
Jolibe had caunsed. It is idle Lo fry to nequit
Park of conduot that was ab once reckless
and inhumen, He paid for it with his life
and the lives of his companions. Laing, ono
of his successors in the exploration of the
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TTppor Niger, was killd near Timbuetoo hy o
tribo of Berabish in revenge for the sknghter
inflieted one thetn by « the Wild Beust,” as they
termed Park,  Fven when Barth visited the
eonntry and encoumtercd the sume people,
wmore than fitty yeaes Jaber, he rn some risk
of paying for the misdecds of his predocessor,
Tor one of the men whom Park, undor ovil
counsels mud the panie which, we ave willing
1o bulieve, was due to u disordered mind, had
wounded, was still alive, snd could recall to
his tribesnien ¢he lives that the guns of the
first white men on the Niger had cost their
village. Many years afterwards, Park’s bouk
of logarithms, long preserved by the nutives,
was Lrought down to the coast, and presented
by Sir John Glover to the Royal Geographieal
Society, by whom it is preserved as o precious
relic of & man who was the first British ex-
plorer of Central Afrien, and, in many respects,
one of the greatest (p. 221).

Park encountered obstacles that were then
naw ; he overcamo difficulties that until then
wure not oven dreamt of, end paved the
way for others provided with groater resources
snd the experionces that he won at the cost
of such toil, privation, and loss of life. Wo
have therefore bestowed an his pioneer travels
n greater space than can be wfforded to ex-
plorations of wider extent. For he first
familiarised the world with wueh that in 2
fow years had become stele, if not unprofit-
alde,

The death of Park, instead of damping the
ardonr for Africon exploration, rather stiou-
lated it. Romautic young men were eager to
shore in adventures of which they knew
not the end, and ambitious ones anxious to
stieceed where others failed. Indeed, nt the
very period when Park was in
Afrien, Nicholls had been attempt-
ing to reach Houssa, on the Niger, from
New C'alabar, in the Bight of Benin; but he
bad not proceeded far on his way before he
was soized with fever and died.

The namatives sent to Englud by mer-
chants and consuls in Moracco, of the regular
journsys made by the Moorish caravins actoss

Nioholls,
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tho desert from Mogador and Agadir to Tim-
huctoo and the Soudan generally, led the
African  Association to think whether a
travoller well acquainted with Arabie might
not be found eapable of trying this routeA
young gentleran of gontle birth, strong con-
gtitution, good cheracter, and many nccom-
plishments was recommended to them by Blu-
menbach, the famous anatomist. For reasons
connected with the plun he proposed, his real
namo was withheld, though it is now known

o have been Roentgen His

. . . . Roentgen:

idea was that, by passing himself the danger
of disguise.

off as a Mohammedan, ho might
be enabled to journey without exciting vo-
mark, Like many others, he forgot that no
man not born and bred in Islem, and speak-
ing Arabic as his mother-tongue, con cver
quite eseape revealing himself by some slip in
manner or by some tele-telling sccent in
speech. The writer is aware that there ave
many so-called instances to the contrary.
But, apart from the fact that some of them
are not authentie, in so far that the disguise
never imposed on anyone, they were under-
token in circumstances that, as on a Mecen
pilgrimage, which is necassarily sharod in by
Moslems speaking many tongues, snable even
a Europesn, tolerably familiar with the re-
ligious forms, to pmss muster in & crowd.
Again, in & mosque, where the genufloxions
are rigidly preseribed, and no one talks,
an Oriental-looking Christian might easily
enough escape detection. But it is very
difforent when the journey is undertaken
through a particular country, where every
word or movement of the stranger is noticed
by the population. As M. Duveyrier, an ex-
perienced  North Afiican traveller, whose
opinion on such matters is worthy of every
respect, declares, no man, no ordinary European
trnvoller, can possibly deccive them. The
mispronunciation of & word, & particular
accent, an awkward motion, a Dblunder in
some ceremony, or ignoranco of something
that he ought to have known, at once
revenls the imposture, even if no trap be laid
for the shan Moslem., Then the latter fate
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of that man 18 worse than the first, for
naturelly suspicion is aroused regarding the
motives of a traveller trying to disguiso him-
self.

Yet, again and again—such is the innate
vonity of cven an intelligent man on the
subject of his facility in speaking a particular
language—tho attewnpt has been made, almost
invariably with tho same result, and not un-
froquently, ns the fate of Davidson, and still
more recently of Douls and the German
oxplorer employed by the African Association,
too sbundantly testifies, ending in the death of
the over-confident adventurer. Even Gerhard
Rohlls, though avowedly a renegads, was at
once fixed upon as » shoe-wearer, by the corns
on his taes; and I have been told by Hadjis
that Burton and others who have made the
Meoca, pilgrimage were perfectly well known
not to be what they pretended. But, as they
had “testified” and performed all the pre-
geribed forms, it was not consistent with a
faith which is eager for prosclytes to tor-
fave with them and thereby bring a scandsal
upon religion.

All this Teads up to the fact that Roentgen,
who in the spiing of 1809 loft Mogador to
join tho Soudan caravan, was murdered soon
after leaving that town, it is believed by his
own guides. European merchants residing in
Moroceo collected many accounts of the ronte
which Roentgen intended to take One of
them was from Hadji Mohammed, who had met
Parlc in Sansanding and offered to conduct
him to Timbuetoo, which, this trader declared,
hnd since its recent conquest by the Fulahs
become less fanatical than of old, while the
profit of $he trade to the Maors was so great
that, in & year or two, five thonsand dollars
invested in European goods would return to
the speculator twenty thousand or more.

By-and-by the intorest in Timbuctoo was
further aroused by the story of an Anglo-
Mamys - American sailor named Robert
impostare.  Adamgs, who professed to have
actually visited the city. He, had, like
- many before and many ofter him, been
wrecked on the sandy shore between Moroceo
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and Cape Blanco, and, with tho rest of the
crew, enslaved (p. 102).  In the course of
this captivity Admmns protended that he had
made the jowmney to Timbuctoo with his
master, and as he was an uneducated 1an,
lus informnation was pnt into volume form hy
the Secrolary of the Aftican Association. Its
publication aroused a heated contruversy, and
the book was translntod into various languages
—soe crities holding that Adsms was trath-
ful, others as decidedly declaring that he was
& gross impostor. Aftor the lapse of cighty
years the world has universally arrived at the
Intter opinion. His narrative containa much
curious information about Susand the country
south of it; but it is now certain that neither
he mor Scotl, a kindred pretender, was
ever at Timbuetoo, that distinetion, as we
shall see in the course of the next chapter,
being dne to another Christian slave of a
much earlier date, anything Aderos hes to say
about it being derived from the talk of the
Arabs among whom he was held prisoner, In
reality this man was Benjamin Rose, a native
of Hudson, near New York, but a deserter
from a British mon-of-war, who during tho
whole of his stay among the Arabs wos never
far from the rest of the shipwrecked crew of
the Charles*

Riley, the master of another American
vossal wrecked on the same cosst in 1815, who
endured sufferings very similar to those of his
predecessor, also collected much information
regarding Timbuctoo from the conversation of
persons who had been there.

Captain Tuckey, in order to test Park’s
belief that the Congo was the seaward end of
the Niger, penetrated, in 1816, past Tuokey,
the falls of that river, and returned Feiqe:
convinced that the theory was audGrey.
erroneous, only to die with most of his com-
penions in the swamps of the lower river,

Major Peddic, who with & hundred men

# #Thg Narrative of Robert Adams, & Sailor who was
wreoked on the Western Consb of Afrion in 1810, ete.
(1818). In their " Bibliography of Morccoo™ (R, G. 8.
1892), 8ir Lembert Playfair and the prasent writer have
given the evidence convicting Adams of froud,
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and two hundred anhunls had sterted from
the mowth of the Rio Nuflez, midway
hetween the Sicera and the Gambie, intent on
golving the swme problew, perished of fover
before he bad gone far on his voad: and
Captain Cuuphell, who sueceeded to the

THE STORY OF AFRICA.

Futa-Jallon; the few which remained were
searcely sufficient to convey their remaining
haggage during the retrent to the coast.
Even that little was plundored by the people
who had refused lim permission to proceed.
The expedition was obliged to pay a heavy

AENEGAMBIAN THICKET,
{From & Photograph by the Pords Society for Enangetiont Mtssions)

command, though he arrived st the Fulah
country, met with Iuck scarcely botter, The
boasts of burden perished nnder the climate,
from bee-stings, and the unskilfulness of their
attendants, in the course of the march and
during the four months’ detention by the
suspicions Almami¥ or Fulal sovercign of

* A corruption of Al-Iman, the Arabic words for
Sovereign Pontif. It is veed Ly many of the Mobam-
medan, people of this parn of Africn.

contributjon to the Almaini for permission to
reburn by the way it had come, to recross
rivers which it had passed with great diffi-
culty, and, in short, endured such persecutions
that to put an ond to them, and to render his
march casier, Captain Campbell caused the
mosk of his goods to be burned, the muskets
to be broken, and the gunpowder to be thrown
into the river. The natwalist of the expedi
tion died on the return journey, Cawmphell
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ond several of his officers did not long survive
their arrival at Kakundi, and Lieutenant
Stokoo, o movol officer who assumed the
commnand of the expedition thus cruelly
decimated, perished as he was on the ave
of making another attempt to retrieve its
fortuncs. They were all buried under an
orange-iree at the factory of Mr. Bethmann,
an Englich merchant
residing there,

Major Gray, with Dr.
Dochard, made in 1818
another effort to  re-
trieve tho fortunes of
the party.  Travelling
by way of the Gambia,
through Wuli, Bondu,
and the neighbouring
countxies, he was forced
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of the terrible Almawmi, 5
the expedition sailedup R, /7
the Gambia, and tra- ;
versing Wuli and Gabu
arrived in Bondn, Hero.
however, the party fared
no hettor than its pre-
decossors in Timbo, for
the king and people were
equally malevolent, denanding from Major
Gray, on the prefext of some old debt due
from the British Government, such a quantity
of goods that the expedition was soon stripped,
and obliged to send to Senegn] for more, in
the hope of boing permitted, by means of
these, to continue the journey thus rudely
interrupted.  Gray covered, indeed, to a large
extent the ground which Park had made
fniliaz, though the suspicion which was
everywhere engendered regarding the objects

L

SHECT OF LOGARITHMS BY MUNGO PARK
(By pemaswon of the B, G. 8}
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and intentions of the party showod that,
in the comsse of the thirteen yomrs since
that traveller's death, the unkindly feclings of
tho inhabitants had not suttered any improve-
mont.  Dr. Dochard travelled as far as Hego
in order to obtain the king's permission to
visit that region. But, alier an endless
snount of dilntoriness, he was compelled 1o
return to die on the
Bencgal without having
received what he lad
been seut to obtain.
Meanwhile, the expedi-
tion had been melting
away by death and
disense, to which the
monotony of an in-
active life greatly con-
duced.

Al of these patrties
had been at Governmont
expense. All of them
were oo large, with too
many FEuropeans; and
none of them were con-
ducted with anything
like ability, They were,
in short, accentuated
editions of Pwrlk's last
venture, without its
redeoning nerits ; and,
it they did not moet
with its tragic end,
entailed as much cost in life and treasure, and
were, even as failures, much more decided
than thet unfortimate attempt to open up
Afrien. It is impossible even to accord them
the conipliment, which Charles the Fifth passed
upon the disastrous defence of Rhodes. For
though the journeys with which this chapter
has been occupied were, one and all, labour
and life and money thrown away, their
troasures wore not “well lost” They wore
waated to alinost o purpoese.

»
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CHAPTER XIL

Tur SEERERS AFTER Tnsucroo: A TALE oF SUCCESSs.

A Now FEen in Afriesn Baplowation—The British Government Takes It Up, and the African Assccialion
Sitrranders thy Self-Tmposed Tusk~Major Luing Reaches Timbuotoo, and i Murdered vn his Woy Back—
The Pulshy and thewr Congnests—The Influence of these m the Civilisation of the Upper Niger—The
Rise of René Caillit—Ihs Early Sterogples--Ig Residonce Among the Moors—Assumes the Garb and
Fuith of Mohammedonism—~Tenves Enkundi with the Infention of Roeaching Timbuotoo—His Adventures
on the Wny~Five Monshy' Tliness st Timé—Reaches Jenné—Desoription of that City—Smls Down the
Niger tu Kabarn~—Hesides in Timbuotoo—Crosses the Desert—Arnan—Thfileb—Crosses the Atlas—Fea—
Metuinez—Rabat—Tangler—France—Reception of Caillié’s Tale in Furope—The Controversy that Ensued—
Revival of the Story of Poul Imbert—The Last Days of Caillié.

Trese repeated failures disheartened in no
way those who had charged themselves with
the opening up of Africa. The work, it is
true, gradually possed out of the hands
of private individuals, and, henceforth, in-
slead of the African Association defraying
the cost of the expeditions, they become
a chorge upen the Imperial revenne. Hence,
in the new circumstances to which we have
alluded, the travellors sent into the unknown
ware, naturally, more frequently military and
nevel officers than the civilinns with whom
in esrlier days Sir Joseph Banks and his
associates hind to desl.

Among the new men who now appeared
win Alexonder Gordon Lning, born ot Edin-
burgh in 1794, and, like his futher, for a time
& toncher of classics in that city. The enrly
years of the prosent contury were, however,
stirring ones for & youth of spirit, and it sv
happened that, inflamed with the prevailing
military ardour of the times, young Laing, de-
sorting his pupils, mada his woy to Barbadoes,
where o maternal uncle, Calonel Gordon, was
in command. Through lis intercst he pro-
eured a commission in the York Light Infantry,
and with it saw some service in the outskirts
of the Empire. However, it was not 08 o

soldier that his carcer was to he
MAOr LA Nistingruishod; fur, in 1623, while
oh the Wost Const of Afrien, he was sent on
& mission to the country of the Sulimas, and
advanced as far as the source of the Rokel or
Sierts Loone River, and sscertaining thas the
Niger was not miore then 1,600 feet above the

sen, dispelled the fast-vanishing notion thut
it was in any way connected with the Nile,

In 1825 he began the journey which
was to immortalise him. Following the
example sct by two previous explorers—
whose travels we shall for convenience’ sake
treat of in the next chapter—he abandoned
the unhonlthy route by the West Const,
the region behind which was now getting
very well known, in favour of the healthier
country in the North, The starting-point of
his new expedition was accordingly the ancient
city of Tripoli, then as now, after being disputed
by many o rival Powor, in the hands of the
Turks (p. 23). Passing south-west to Gha,
domes and the onses of Tuat, he boldly entered
the desert that lay between this compara-
tively fertile region and the uppoer water of the
Niger. Over this country roam the Touarogs,
a seetion of the widespread Berbers, the ab-
original people who scem to have overrun
nenrly all of North Africa previous to the
srival of the Arab invaders, No wilder race
of nomads cxists. Ever on the move, com-
pelled by the necessity of finding fresh green
spots for their flocks and camals, they are the
robbers whom Arabs and whites alike fear
Sixteen days after lenving Tripoli, Laing fpll
in with o party of these marsuders, and, as we
learn from a letter he managed to send to the
British Congul in Tripoli, barely escaped with
hig life. He was left for dead, bleeding from
twenty-four " wounds ; though, thanks to a
sound constitution, and the dry, healthy desert
air, he recovered so fur that he was able to



THE FULAHS.

resums his journey, and actually to enter Tim-
luctoo on tho 18th of August, 1826* In this
city ho was pormitted to remain undisturbed
for o month; bul by this time the fanaticism
of tho ruling class had been roused, and he was
ovdered to withdraw. In no way unwilling,
as there was nothing mnore to be loarnt, he
obeyed a mandate that he could not resist,
mnd possed beyond its gates on the 22nd of
September, relying wpon the promise of certain
Tousrcgs, or, as others will have it, tho
Avabised Borabish people, to guard him across
tho desert. The oxact particulars rogarding
his fate aro nol known, the native accounts
varying very much. But from what could be
picked up from report, it is belicved that
he was Dbetrayod by his own guide as the
countryman of Park, who had a few years
befors inflicted such punishment on the poopls,
who now took their vengeance by murdering
hbim, near the town of Aruan—where he is still
remembered as « El Rais,” the Captain—two
days after Jeaving Timbuetoo. Every offort
was made to recover his papers;t but all in
wein, so that the tale of the first Briton—
though it now appeazs not the first European
—to reach the long-sought-for eity must for
ever remain of the shadowiest description, the
unly substantial record of his labours being the
navrative of his first expedition.f

Loing’s death was owing largely to the
disturbed condition of the country, due to
the remnrkable revolutions then in progress
in the region through part of which he
trgvelled,  These were the Fulah conquests,
In the course of tho previous pages wo have
evory now and again Leen coming aocross
this remarkable race, and, at the time when
Park was travelling in the same region, wo
gain glinpses of it in “the wms” which
were so often interfering with his plans
These people (pp. 12,18), though dark, owing to

* This is known from & letter addvessed from Tim-
huetoo to Colonel Warrington, the British Consul at
Tripoli,

T Quarterly Roview, wol. xlif, (1830); Osker Leus:
" Ponbuktn ” (1884), vol. ii,, pp. 91-83,

1 “Travals in the Temanee, Kooranko, and Soclemana
Countries in Wastorn Afriea.” (1825.)
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their long 1esidenco in Africs, and frequent
intermixturo with the Negroes, are, how-
ever, undoninbly of a diferent
origin from the laticr, though the and thetr
land thoy came from is always “"0
likely to romain ono of the many mystorios of
an old and mystorious continent. They are in
all probubility an Asiatic race, who, cntering
Africa by tho narrow Isthmus of Suez, have
gradually spread across their new domain until
—not taking into account many border races
with whom they have, more or less, intermixed
—we find them dispersed over the cntire
Soudan, from Scnegal in the wost to Davfur
in the east, and from Timbuectoo and Houssa
on the Niger to Yoruba and Adamawa in the
south, though invariably keeping to the open
country, being o pastoral people, and for this
reason olso shunning the moist, forest-covered
regions in the visinity of the sca-const. But
from the vory circumstances of their lifa they
were always & wandering poople § (p. 224).
The first glimpse we have of them~though
by that tine they must have been many
centuries in Afriea—is in an old Arabie work
of the fourteenth contury, which describes
bands of them as leaving the Futa-Jallon
country in Senegambin and spreading over
much of the region io the eostward, and

§ Their nomadie life iz well exemplified in the mnny
names which they bear throughout the region cceupred
by them. The root *Ful™ means red. to distinguish
their colour from the prevoiling binck of their neigh-
bonrs, Fulbe is the pluralof the singnlar Pule. Among
the Arabs they ara oalled Fulan, Fulsta (plural), Fulani,
Felati, Fulania, Felatia The Touarsgs know them as
Ifellan, Afullan, Ifullan, Fulan, Ifilanen, snd Afllen.
Among the Ilomess the terms Fillani, Fullani, and
Befillanteohi ave current. The Musgu of Southern Bornu
call them Maplats and Maplatakai, snd the Ksnari of the
same kingdom Felata, Fuln is the word among the
Mandingoes, Agai among the Dschumm of Yoruba,
Tachilmigo among the Diossi, Kambumana among the
Zurescha, Folani or Fulga among the Guyma, Bala
omong the Bafub, Fato~that is, “the white men '~
among the Ham, Abati wmong the Dschukn, and Goi in
tha Nufé country; while ths whites describe thom
vorioualy as Fulah, Fulbe, Pouls (Peulhs), Fellatn,
Fulon, Futa, gte, Kinuse: Das Ausland (1883), p. 181,
and “Ein Beitrag sur Kenntnis dor fulischen Sprache
in Afrika,” in *Mittheflungen der Riebeckschon Aiger
Brpedition™ (1884),
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ae the wulms of vauous counties,

Fulah sovereigns goveing Adanana,

bokoto, UGando, and othar regions, In
, Boinu and the first-named country
L the peoplo are much darker-skinned
| than in Sokoto, yot the (wo are,
X | from thewr language and legends, ewi-
7 1 dently Lranches of the samne stock,
bioken mto nwmmerous tubes, and all
alihe possessed of the same manly

POL KHS OF SOEOTO
(From o Fhatyp gk by tapt Molle Ferryman )

overy neeount we have ohtmned since
bears out thus deseription. It thus
heppens  that nowhete are they a
nation  Everywheie they avo seattered raeos  bonring, intelligence, commercial aptitude, and
of conquerms, who, thengh in o minority, —compared with the natives axound them-—
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even trustworthiness, Dut what renders the
Fulahs most remarkable nmong the races of the
Soudan is that thoir hair is long, their features
are almost European, and their complesion, as
in the case of the Sokoto section, is not much
darker than olive. Their intelligence is also
Far above the megro stamp. They are in-
dustrious traders, notorious for thew partieipa-
tion in what was once tho chiel traffic of
the Soudan, but now, since the buying and
selling of bumen beings are redneed to
smaller dinensions, equally cnergetic in more
legitimate branches of commerce. Thuy are
weavers of coarse but durable falyies, and
their {von-, silvor-, and leathor-work is taed
throughout West Africa; while their droves of
cattle and their well-tilled fiolds suggest possi-
bilities for the Fulah which the most hopeful
of philanthropists must sometimes despair of
where the coast negroos are concorned.

And above all, the Fulabs are Moslems of
the strictest ordor. In every village there is 8
mosque and a school, and to the proselytising
zeal of Othman-dan-Fodio, n Fulah teacher,
may be traced the fact that while the
Songhai Erpire has now fallen in pieces, and
the people have relapsed into barbarism, and
Bornu and the once powerful Houssa Statos
have either lost much of their former military
status or sunk into & condition little better
than paganism, the Fulshs havo prescrved
all their formor influence, and in inany
instances even increased it.  Nor igit to their
discredit that evor since their convorsion to
Mohammedanism they have remained stoad-
fash to the faith which they were among
the first of the Soudan reces to accept.

Yot up to the end of last century the
Fulnhs, scattered in comparatively small
bands smong older and in general heathon
people, had hard work to hold their own
sgainst the more homogeneous vaces by
vhom they were surrounded. To Othinan is
due the movement by which, under the
fanaticism of religious zeal, they enterod npon
o comse of conquest thet sprend their

. Power over b wide aven of Afvien Ag first
they met with revemes overywhere, It was
15
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only when, taught by exporicnce, they got
hamered into a sewi-diseiplind fovee, that
suceoss attended their wms  From Goler,
the howe of their Mahdi Othman, they
ponred forth, until, from Lake Tchad to the
Atlantio, most of the Noudan acknowledged
their supreniney and accopterd their ereed and
the appronch of eivilisation which has every-
where been the result of the displacement of
paganisn by Islam.  Order and what might
Lo enlled goud government provailed until the
death of Othman in 1818, whon the cwpire
he had built up was divided between his son

RENE CAILLIB,

Mohammed Bello-dan-Othman and his nephew
Abd Allah-dan-Fodio, the former inhoriting
or seizing Sokoto and the conntry to the east,
ond the lattor taking the Niger provinces, of
which Gando was the capital, while Massina
and o wide region west of the Niger
which had been conquered shortly hefore the
doath of Othman by Ahmadu-ben-Mohammed
Labbo, one of his caplains, bocame the fief
of that soldier. Civil war followed between
Bello and his brother Atego, though the
contest was only of brief durntion* Labbo’s

* De Crozala: “Les Penlhs™ (1888), pp. 143-166.



226

stnte lay butween Sego (which isstilt suverned
by his descendants) and Timbucton, aud the
Iatter ity in the end submitted to him,
theugh i time the Fulah rule had to give
plave to that of tho Tonareas,  Helween
1837 ind 1861 KL Pladj tmae still fiuether
eateneled the Fulah conguests by bringing the
powertil states ol Kaarts and Sego under his
control. A seventh Fuluh kKivgdom was lor
u time estublished by Ahmln Clieekhu, King
of Sewo, the son of Owmar, whe eompelled the
Damel to evacuate Kuyor, hitherto regunled
as Juloff territory, and but for the inter-
vention of the [rench Letween 1883wl
1847, which ended in his country hecoming
u * Protectorate,” Lie wonld have almorbed all
the other states ownoed by that people. In
short, nt this howr the Fulahs are masters of
almost oll the region between Cape Verd and
Take Tehad, over thivty degrees of longitude,
between the fourth and fitteenth degrees of
north lasitude —~thut is to sny, about 80,000 or
90,000 square lewgnes of country own the
Fulahs ag their more or less taudisputed Jords ;
and it is by no means vertain that the ex-
pansion of this remarkable people hus come
to o close, The old religious fervour has nol
yot died away, even under the dunpor of o
{'hristinn “ Protectornte,” and it wmay be that
in time every villnge from the mouth of the
Senogul to that of the Niger will, under their
inflnence, possoss, ns doey the Central Soudan,
s mosyne where may be “heard,” to use the
words of Mr, Thowmson, »in the grey dawn of
the tropic murning the stentorian volce of the
negre Mueddin, ammouncing that prayer is
Letter than sleep; bringing from ont the
faintly illumined housos the devous Moslems to
humble their faces in the dust and acknowledge
their utter faith in und dependence on Allah.”
It was during this remarkable movement
thal, Laing visited Timbuctoo, and while it
was still vivid with its early zeal that the
travellers whom we Slill presently have to
tront of made their jowneys through the
kingdom vnder the mle of Othmans de-
seendants, of whose policy and people they
, have so frequently to speak.

4
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The wetivity of the lnglish in African
explorubion was not permitted to pass un-
notieed by the French. For a gy epe o
time the long Napoleonic wars —expiorers
prevented any systemnatic attention boeing be-
stowed on such peavoftl puesvits as the ex-
ploratime of countries from which so little
“gloey ™ conld bo obtained as thoe regions be-
hind the uninviting shores of West Africa.
Eigbty-fone years aftor the journey of Cam-
pagnon, an official of the Senegal Company
named Rubault, starting out from Saint Louis
with three cnmels, truversed the desert of
Ferlo in the divection of the Gambia. Artiv-
ing on the Niani, he turned towards the east,
penetrating into Ouli, crossing the Falemé
near Kenieha, from which he reached Bondu,
and finally descended the Henegel from Fort
Saint Joseph at the Felou cutaracts (p. 157).
In 1818, Gaspard Mollien, cousin of ons of
Nepoleon’s Ministers and a surviver of the
disastrous wreck of tho Medusa, started out
front Saint Louis to discover the sources of
the Senegal and the Gambin with no more
sumptuons equipment than a donkey-load of
stores and trading-goods and the escort of a
single arsbout, who spoke the language of
the countries through which thoy intended to
prws,  Marching through the great forests of
Ferlo, he reached Saldé, ascended the Senegal
to Bondu, and, crossing the (ambia, halted at
the village of Cocagnd, vn the borders of Futa
Jallon, From this part hovisited the Tangud
mountains, discovered the sounrces of the
(ambia and those of the Rio Geande (Comba)
noar Bandeln, and arvived at Timbo, where
he met with some opposition, the natives
regarding the country in which the Senegnl
aroso as go sacred that they threatened with
death the jwpious person who attempted to
penetrate the secret of the rivers birthplace,
though he obtained sufficient information to
fix the quarter from whence it sprang. Worn
out with fatigue and weakened by fover, he
was foreed to le for a month at Bandeie,
surrounded by an unfriendly population, snd
in the hands of a treacherous host, who |
endenvoured to kill him for the purpose of
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obtaining possession ot what little property
remained unpillaged.  Ho was, therefore, very
olad to escape and vonch the coast by way
of the Portugnese settlements of Geba and
DNissao, after an absence of a year. Mollien,
whose work desorves a larger place than it
Loy obtained in tho history of Africun
exploration, was afterwoards  Consul-Genernl
in Hovana, and died at Nieo so recently as
the year 1872.%

Do Deaufort, o French naval officer who
traversed Ferlo and the country bordering the
(tanbis as far as Kanrte in the years 1824 and
1825, is oven less known. For beforo he
had time to write any account of his journey
he wes selzod with on illness which proved
fatol, the only vecords of his travels thaf
remain being some letters and other notes
Both of these iravellers intonded, if possible,
toreach Timbuetoo. Mollien, indeed, oxpressly
wiites that he hoped to necomplish this
object by going in tho gnise of tho slave of
his guide.

Tt is, nevortheless, quite certain that neither
resched within many loagues of that goal
Tt was, howovar, the lot of another French-
man to do so, and to bring to Europe the first
fletailed information of the cily which any
European had obtained, since his predecessory
left no descriptions Lohind them, This was
Auguste René Caillié or Caillé+—as his name
N is variously speli—a man of
ofRensOntiits modest station, the son of o poor
foThubustod. pylrer of Monzé in the Depart-
ment of the Deux-Sévros, whoso odneation
nover pessed Deyond a moderate acquaint-
ance with reading and wiiting. He was
born in the year 1799, and brought up in
the village charity-school, where a copy of
“Robinson Crusoe ” fell into his hands.  After
being apprenticed to a shoemaker, the story
of the shipwreeked mariner so influenced
Cillis mind with such. views of adventure,

* “Travels in Afrien to the Sources of the Senagal
z;l;ljoﬁumbia. in 1818.” Translated from the French.
20
+ Towarda the end of his life tha travellor signed his
name Cafllé, balisving that to be the proper orthography.

227

that, contrary to the wish of his wnele (his
futher having died in his infaucy), he pro-
coeded, at the age of sixteen, to Rochfort, with
sixty franes in his pocket, to ship on boawd
L Loire, o tender to the nnfortimate Medusy,
bound for Senegal. ~ After remaining fora fow
months at Dakay, a village of Cape Ve, he
sot oft for L Louis, on that place being sur-
vendered to the Freneh. Heve ho hewd of
Major Gray's oxpodition (p. 221). This set
him once more on the wmove, in order to
offer Lis services, travelling on foot ns far as
Dakar and from thence in a small boat to
Goree.  But the misery he had suffored in his
overland journey so damped his ardour that
little difficulty was experienced in indncing
him to abandon his project and accept o free
passago to Guadeloupe, whore he vemained
for six months in sowe petéy position. There,
however, he foll in with the “Travels” of
Mungo Park, and was once more fired with
such ardour for African exploration that he
yuitted Pointe-A-Pitre for Bordeaux, and re-
turned in very humble cireumsiances to Goree
in the end of 1818, Hore he joined Adrien
Partorrieu, who had been sent by Major Gray
to purchase the merchandise required by
the King of Bondu (p. 221). Of tho later
sufferings of this expedition Caillié had his
full share, und on reaching Bakel he was so
weakened by a fever that in order to recover
he was compelled to retorn to France. Still
chorishing his project of oprning up the
interior, he again made his way to Senvgal,
furnished, Ly the generosity of some friends,
with o small quantity of trading-goods. Baron
Roger, an enlightened friend of science, who
wos ot that time governor of the coluny,
finding it impossible to check tho wedour of
his young countrymasn, supplied him, on
behalf of the Government, with some further
means to enable him to live among the
Braknss, a tribe of Moors, to acquire the
Arabic language and be initinted as o rene-
gade into their religions and other ceremonies.
This he duly accomplished, though, such are
the abstemious habits of these people—milk
being alniost the only food—that he wasnoarly



228 THE STORY
furnished before he found himnsel! sufiiciently
Mobamcedanised to retirm to St Lonis,

Feeling that in appearance, ns well as in
eapraeity to keep up his asaomed eharacter of
an apostates thirsting for information and « the
light," e might sufely ventare to set, ou for
Tinbuetoo, ho asked for further help from
the Senegal avthorities.  Tho (overuent
hoving wlrendy spent £20,000* on Benntort’s
abortive attempt, did not care to waste any
further pounds on what they regerded os little
bettor than the idle whit of un enthusiast,
and so, in disappoinbment, Ceillid Letook him-
self to Sierra Leono, where, by the kindness
of ir Charles Twmer, the Governor, he was
set to superintend some indigo-plantations on
o salary which cusbled him to save about
¢ighty poinds, Sir Neil Caupbell, the suc-
cessor of Turner, did not, however, see fit to
supplement this sum by an additional twe
hundred and forty, under the ples that the
(iovernment, having already gone to con-
siderable expense with Major Laing's venture,
conlel not just then incwr any further outlay
in the sewrch for Timbucton. This refusal
scems to huve touched the vanity of the
Frenclan, who throughout his narrative dis-
plays little gratitude to the Knylishmen who
aguin onid agnin befriended him, preferring to
regord them as instigated by national jealousy,
when, s was only natural, considering Coillié's
sleauler selentific eqnipment, they did not fall
in with his somewhas liberul views as to their
peeunisry duty to a foreigner of whom his
own Government had not displayed any
marked npprecintion.

Undeterred by this refusal to looso the
purso-strings of perfidions Albion on his
bohalf, Cuillié quitted Sierrs Leone in high
dudgeon. Investing part of his 2,000 franes
in some eommoditics nseful for barter in the
fnterior, and provided, by the kindness of his
English fiiends, with & fow medicines, whicl
might possibly prove more immediately useful

¥ Cajllié declaves thet the British Gusernment expended
on the expeditions of Tuckey, Peddie, Camphall, and
Gruy~ar, o5 ha i8 pleased to put it, fn trying to “injure
French commsres "=~£750,000, ‘This may Le doubisd.

UF AFRICA.

than the sovereigns which he stowed away in
the Moorish givdle and turban which he agein
ussted, hie determined towin the 10,000 franes
which he heard that the French Geographical
Bocicty had offered to the first man who
renched Tinlnetoo,  He had, moreover, his
story reandy,  During his stay in Sierra Leone
ho had assiduously cultivated the sequaint-
ance of some Mandingoes and Saracclots, who
form the commercial travellers or wandering
merchants of the interior. To tliese he en-
tristed the apoeryphal secret that his parents
were Moslems resident in Aloxandria; but
that when the French invaded Egypt they
took him with them to France and from
thence to Senegal, wheore, eseoping from his
master, he was now trying to reach his home
in Northern Afvica. How far this tale served
him is doubtful; he declares it was always
Lelieved by the country folk, though the
townsmen, especially in Morocco, were not
so rendily convinced of its truth. But at all
events, by being outwardly as consistent a
Mohammedan s possible, and constantly
reading the leaves of the Koran with which
his truvelling-ponch wag filled, he contrived
to keep up the character ho had assumed.
After staying for somo time at Kakundy
on the Rio Nufiez+ rocciving everywhere the
greatest kindnoss [rom British and Fronch
residents alike, he started, on the 19th of
April, 1827, for tho interior. For tho first
part of his journey he travelled in the com-
pany of & swall Mandingo caravan, suffering
no greater inconvenionce thon lLeing postered
by stinging bees. As happened when the
Sieur Brtie traversed the same region, these
insects would sometimes become masters of
the sitnation, settling on articles of food and
on the rims of drinking-vessels, resisting,
after thelr customary fashion, any atterpts
to drive thom away. In places they were
$0 numerous thai they took possession of the
huts, and unless expelled by smoke the lawful
tenants were compelled to walt at a distanco
till it suited their good ploasure to leave.
Among the people in this region a kind of
4 Between Sierra Leone and the Gambia.
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institution akin to Freemasonry 15 said to
enist, and many yeas ago o Britsh officer
wieched on the neighbouring coast declared
that he had good 1eason to be grateful for
the bencfits that he derived fiom 1t
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deal  An allino child, with wite, ewly
har, blno oyes, and rosy skin, was ahout the
most novel olject noted by hin at Kamhoya
M Cailhé was, however, not a tframed observer,
and the chamacter he had assnrmed precluded

MOSQUX SCHOOL IN NORTHTRN ATRICA.

Howover, though journeying as an Arab in
the company of native tribes, Caillié and his
party did not escape the cxtortions with which
the reader must by this time be familiar as
the vvariable concomitant of all African
»tavel, especinlly in the region of the grent
Tiver with which the previous pages entirely

him from teking obmervations or lkeeping
anything in the shape of a diary. For in
adopting Mohammedanism he was compolled
to adopt its ignorance snd prajudices slso.
For the same reasons, though he contrasts
the maetry life, the singing and the dances, the
gomes and, the jooundity of the pagan negroes
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with the dignity and even dulness of the
Mohawsmeduns, he, as o good Moslan who
eoes from w lad not far from the bivth-
place of the Prophet, is bound to refrain from
anything that might stamp him as an infidel,

Still joneneying due east, through the Futa-
Jullen country, he reached the Niger b
Kurw. This is o pretty village in the
distrivt of Kunkon, in what is known as the
Samory's Dowinions, and at that time was n
place of some cousequenee, heing surrounderd
with 2 mml wall ten or twelve feet in height,
and about as wuny inches thick, The Niger
at o purl 5o near its headwators was, of courso,
a much less remarkable current than lower
(lown, though even here it was ahout eight or
nine feet deep, and nearly a quurter of o mile
broad.  Crossing the river in vue of the cances
which constitute the four ferry-boats, he
reached Timé, where he was detained for fouy
months by a severs attuck of seurvy, during
which he was annoyed by the impertinence
of the natives. “The Aral isno good,” they
would ery ; “ he gives nothing away to anyone.”
It was in vain that he told therm of the long
journey ho had yet to perform. Al Aralw
and whites are rich,” they insisted and, finding
it inipmssible to extract more than a few Leads
from bim, amused themselves by ridienling
a wound in his foot, and laughing immoder-
utely when e hobbled about with ditieulty.

By this time the caravan with which he had
set, out had left him or gone nbout its errand.
His companion fur the rest of the journcy
was o guide, who was aecompanied Ly his
lrother and the wife of the latter to camry
their little baggage. As the traveller proceeded
novthward he notes thet the gaiety of the
inhabiteuts diminished: he never saw them
dancing or sumsing themselves, and even the
art of meking an intoxicating drink from
tho juice of the oil-palm tree seemed to bo
unknown §o them. or, at least, not practised.
The coyntry of the Wasulu wns, however,
well oultivated, and thickly inhabited, and
"so, contiued until ho again reached the
. Higey oppostte to the city of Jonné, where
" the Tifer wall sboyt §vn hundred feet hroad,

s ke
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(‘aillié was the first European' to enter
this town, Pk having scon it on hig
last journcy from the viver only. mmeetyor
In those days it wonld appear o Jemzé.
have heen the prineipal comnerciul town
of that part of Afvien, the bazaars being
furnisheld not only with abundanee of native
oods, bt with all kinds of European wann-
fuctures, wostly of FEnglish ovigin. Eng-
lish yunpowder in an especinl dogree was
highly csteomed, the native sort having little
strength, and frequently going off without
producing eny regular detonation. Slaves
entively naked were called about the streets
by the brokers and auctioneers and sold nt
prices vurying from 25,000 to 40,000 cowries,
The eity itself is about two and a half miles in
cirewnference, smrrounded with a wall of earth
badly Luilt, ten feet high and fourteen inches
thick, and entered by several smnall gates. The
houses are of sun-dried bricks, one storey high,
with terraced roofs, and windows looking into
an inner court. Dut the environs of the town
are marshy, unhealthy, and without any trecs.
One mark of civilisation Caillié noticed hore for
the first time since he left the white settle-
ments behind, namely, that as the inhabitants
usod pocket-handkerchiefs, he was, to his
groat relief, able to enploy that implement of
civilisntion without exeiting ridieule or arous-
ing smspicion of his being & different person
than he had represented himself to Le. Many
of the eitizens were then, as now, not only
wealthy but refined. At the houso of o
Moor with whom he dined the guests were
served with tea in cups of delicate porcelain,
and, what for the impoverished travellor was
oven more important, several of the richer
inbabitants not only treated him with the
arentest kindness during his stay, but believing
—or affecting to believe—his story, made up
amongst them a little purse to defray his
oxpenses to Timbuctoo. The intercourse
between this city and Jenné is kept up by
means of large decked boats made of planks

* Teo Africanus was woll acquainted with:ib theee
centuries earlier. Bub though born m Spain, he was by
tnoe an Arah,
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tied together with ropes twister out of palm-
leaves, and wanned by sixteen or eighteon
gailors, their rude vessels often drifting down
stream in floats of mxty or eighty. At Dibbo
or Dibbie Take, which Purk had heard of, the
rivor expands in a broad pool or sheet, dotterd
with islands, which the Frenchman duly
named in honour of Charles X, the Duke of
Bordonux, and the Daunphin,  The voyage
was, hawever, not vory cheerful, for in ordor
not to attract as & stranger, prosuinably worth
plundering, the wandering Touaregs who fre-
quent the river banks and levy contributions
on passing travellows, Chillié kept for the
most part below, until—on the 19th of Apil,
nearly fonr wooks after leaving Jonns, exnctly
one year after leaving Kakundy—they arrived
at Kabara, or Kabra, the port of Timbuetuo,
Luilt on the banks of o weed-choked channel
which leads from the Niger for about half a
mile (p. 121). Next day, in company with 2
slave-merchant and his coffle, he proceeded
on horseback to Timbuctoo, which lies about
nine miles north of its riverine port,

The view which lay ahead of him (pp.
121, 208) was an impressive one. For here
meatyor Was the famed city which so many
Timueteo. had {ried to roach in vain Yet
the result was disappointmont. He had
formeil inflated notions of its magnificence,
which ought to have been dissipated by
o perosal of the old Moorish traveller’s nar-
rative of three centuries ago, modified by the
fact that since then the place had decayoed.
“The spectacle bofore me,” he tells us, “ did
not answer my expectations; at first sight it
presents but & heap of housos badly built of
oarth—it is neither so large nor so well-peopled
as I had boen led to believe. Its comineree
is loss comsiderable than is stated by public
report: o great coneourso of strangers coming
from cvery part of the Soudan is not seen
here ns ot Jonné, I met in the streets only
the camels coming from Kabra, The city is
inhabited by nogrocs of the Kissur nation:
they form the principal population. Many
Mdors are established here for commercial
purposes. They have much influence over the

nntives , novertheless, a king or governor, with
whom we had an interview, is a negro, is
npmed Oman,” and is much respected. His
office is heroditary : his
cldest son should suce-
ceod him.  The city v=wemus

mny bq threo {nilus in ”: M."h“""
cireumforence; its form At

is & sot of trough ; the wo o
houses aro large, not e
lofty, and have enly a e
ground floor. Tn somo

a small room is raised

above the entrance, IR
They are built of round e
lricks rolled in the k
hand and dried in the '
sun; the walls re-
semble in height those
of Jennd, The strects
are elean, and sufficiently
broad for three horsemen
to pass abrenst; both
within and without the
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MAP OF CAILLIE'® ROUTE,

city are many straw huts almost like those
of the Fulah shepherds. There mre seven
mosques "—in another place he says eight—
“of which two are large, each surmounted
with & brick tower. The city is without any
walls and open on all sides, and may contain
10000 or 12,000 inhabitants, including the
Moors.  All the native inhabitants are zealous
Mohammedans. The eommerca of the placa
is much restrained by the neighbovrhood of

+ This was no dowbt Ogman, the liontenant of Ahmadu
Ten-Mohammed Labbo,

v i
'
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the Totregs, n warlike nation which yenders
tribntory the inhabitauts of this eity ”

When wo remember that only u few yews
before the poplation of the ety had Leen
estimnated fom the reports of Moorish {aulors
at 100,000, this state of malters was mther
disuppointing, though it was not ol of
keeping with the aecownts ot the only Arab
traveller of eeeelit who had deseribed it within

OF AFRICA

of the desert oftered little to iuvite a long stay,
1o one liviug thero oxcopt the stroot dogs
or the ravenous hyenas, gorging themselves
on the offal thrown out of the town. The
terrare on which it stands, al a beight of some
500 fvet abuve tho son-level, overlooks a chain
of«dhyas” or marshy hollows, fringed here and
theio with a fow stunted mimosss and palm-
thickots, which relieve the sandy wastes around.

the proceding three conturics, or, indeed, with
some of much Iater date. Some Moors, who
had resided long in the place, trying to
give M. do Tesseps—father of the eanal-
meker—some iden of the tawn, used the
following Hllnstration :—= Take a heap of enbins
in your hand, cast them inta tho air. let them
fall npon the ground, and you will see Tim-
buatoo.,” Nor was Caillié more impressed
with the surroundings of this famed eity.
Narth-sust and south of it the burning sands

BAND STOHM IN THE SBAHARA (p. 285),

Yet even hera thera were many learned men,
snd though Tinbuetoo had fallen—and since
that day it has fallen still more—from its
ancient grandeur, books on devotional subjects,
commentaries on the Koran, and the like,
were part of the regular merchandise which
the traders across the desort hore every year,
a3 they bear still, in the caravans from
Moroeca,

Sinee (ailli€s visit~as we shall learn by-
and-by—och information has been obtained
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rogarding this famous place. Thongh the
namo has still & certain chanm, it is no longer
invested with any mystery, soveral travellers
hoving been there  Yet, while some of the
stotoments made by this unlottored French-
man have been shown to be orroncous,
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briofly rohemsing what was known regarding
the history of o city whiel for centuties
torined the goal of so many juurneys, and
in its way has cost more valnable lives aal
done more to stimmulate exploration than
any other town o the earth’s surface

NIGEE RIVER TERRY-BOAT.
(1 rom ¢ Phologiaph by Coploan Modkler Ferrymi.)

subsequent inquiry has confirmed the essential
trath of his narrative, his blunders being
duo to an imperfect recollection unaided by
notes, or to defective education.

This episode in the history of Timbuotoeo
may therefore afford on  opportunity for

Timbuctoo is sittated in the now Fulah
State of Moassina or Massina, and though no
longer on the Niger, the “dhyas, which
are flooded every thres or four yoars, con-
verting the lowlands at the foot of the
scarp on which the city stands into a
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network of channels and backwaters, are all
that romaing of o navigabls ereck  which
reached from the great river wp do tho
boso of (his termee  Indeed, in the year
1640, the Niger foreed itsoll diving a time
of flood eight up the creek from Kabare to
Timbnetoo, inundating the Tower part of the
eity. Tt is also probable that ob some carly
date tho Niger, hefors 6 took Hty present
eusterly curvs to Burun, whern it hends in the
direction of the const, veenpicd this channel;
and some olservations marde by Lenz would
indicute that before thu inereasing drought
of the desert dried up the now westerly
Wady Messama, from the Tuat oases, south
of Moroceo, this stream joined the Niger
here.

From the data accumulated by the patient
Barth, it would appear that Timbuctoo was
oviginally a native village, captured in the
eleventh century by the Touaregs, and by them
constituted the nucleus of what eventually
became an importent commercinl centre.  As
ently a8 1373 it is noted on the maps as o
place under the Mandingo kings of Muli much
froquented by traders in gold and salt (p. 122).
1ts greatost glory way, however, nttained in
tho fifteonth contmy daring the short-lived
but, extensive Songhai (Sonyhei) Empire,
founcded by Askin in 1492, Tn those days its
splendour, though perhaps very modest aceurd-
ing to Turopesn notions, was infinitely grenter
then a6 wny former or lnter perind, and,
it shared with Gogo, Fez, aud Kairouan the
distinetion of being one of the centres of
Mohammedan cultwe in Africs.

However, in 1591 the Songhui dynasty was
overtheown. by the Sultan of Moroceo (p. 123),
who up to & comparatively recent date kept a
gaxrison: hetro, thongh nowadays the Moors do
not regad it us & portion of their dominions,
When Caillié visited it the Fulahs were
mastors ; but these in 1865 soemn to have been
displaced hythe Sencgal Touconleurs® (p. 236),
ond theso in tumn by the Touavegs, untit the
town, after being for ages at the merey

* Thess ars » mongrel rate—mizbore of the Fulsh
st1d the negro ranes arcund thom.
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of onc marander after another, has falien into
decay,  What was its condition when last
visited wo shall lenrn o future chapter.
Soenre i his disguise—or, at least, Mo-
hammedan enongh not to bo suspected—
Caillié vemained for u fortnight in the city,
occupying a house opposite the one which
had been tenanted by the unforlimate Major
Luing, thongh the account he was given
of the mumner of Laing's doath was after-
wards discovered to have Dbeen either in-
tentionally, or through the confused yumours
of the wandering merchents, by no means
eompatible with the more eavefully sifted facts
obiained by the British agents at Tripolif
Like most poople accustomed to ningle
with strangers cngaged in commeteo, the
Timbnetooose were hospitably inelined to the
travoller whom they regarded as their co-
religionist. They would [ain have persuaded
him to pro}ong his stay. But & e
caraven  being on the cve of retumfrom
leaving for Moroceo, ho determined Thabuctoo,
to reach civilisation by crossing the Great
Desert in preference to returning to Sencgal,
knowing well that in the latter case he might
bu accused of having simply ropeated one
of the half-way journeys of his prodecessors.
Accordingly on the 4th of May, 1828, he set out
on what was in many respeots the most tedious
pazt of his travels, and in five days resched
El Arvan, o town near which Major Laing was
murdered. It stands in the middle of a vast aren
of sand-dunes stretching as far as the eye ean
se0, sl 8o bavo of vogetation that the only
fuel used—and except for cooking none is
required—aro the dried droppings of camels,
The houses number at present about one
hundred, and in 1828 we may take it the
place wns in no way different from what
the Iatest European traveller describes it—
each house built in the form of n square,
entered by n door at ono comer, but without
any windows except those looking into tho
little court-yard within. When the inmatos
want to take the air they ascend to the flat roof ;
but for all practicel purposes every dwelling
t Quarterly Reciew, No, Ixxvil.
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18 in itself a self-contained lttlo fortress de-
tached from all others in the vieinity.*

From its own rosources the town had littlo
to sell ; but, owing to its being the distributing
point for the salt obtained from the mines of
Tawdeni, in the muldle of the Sahoarn—noar
which there are the ruins of an old Arab town
—which is forwarded to all parts of the Uppor
Niger country, the citizens enjoyed a congider-
able transport trade.  Carnvans arrived about
every day [rom Agadir, Tafilet, Mogndor, Drag,
Tuat, Tripoli, and other places in the Barbary
States, with Europeau merchandise, arms,
powder, tobaceo, dates, and similar articlos of
neeessity or Juxury.

In Arvuan, for the first time sinee assnning
the character of a “True Deliover” Caillio
became an object of suspicion. However,
redoubling his zeal in tho observance of his
religious duties, this distrust wore away, and
he was again permitted to set out with a
carnvan of 1,400 camels destined for Tafilet, a
locality on the desert side of the Atlas, which
18 famous ns the home ‘whence camo the
present ruling family of Moroceo, nnd the
gpot to which are sent any members of the
Tmperial stock whose presence in the vieinity
of the throne would not e desirable. The
drifling send and the buning enst winds
coused intense suffering to the traveller,
and water was often so scarce that Caillié,
owing to the nigoardliness of the Moor into
whoso charge he had committed himself, was
often obliged to beg for a few drops in the
nams of Allah the All-inerciful, while he told
oft on his beads the routine prayer which he
had learnt. In this dreadful mass of moving
sand whole caravans are often lost, either
from the water-skins getting cxhausted, from
the wells al which they hopo to refill them
being found empty, or by the vast clonds
of sund borne by the desert wind overwhelni-
ing the hapless traders (p. 232).

Such an experience, on a swall seale, befell
Caillié ond his party. At the timo when the
eolumn of sand was earried in their divection
by the whirlwind they were cncamped ; but

* Lenz: ““Timbuktu,” vol, ii,, pp. 90-107,
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in & fow seconds tents and cveryshing else
within the power of the wind were spun
round and tumbled together “like straws”
At varions onses or habituble spots in the
desert there are tribes whe undotake to
guide travellers across it, and others who are
quite as ready to undertuke the plunder of
a caravan ot too large to render the risk
unaqual to the profit.  Some of these guides
belong to « carious race called Daggatoun,
who ure said to be of Jewish origin, of fuirer
complexion than the Arabs and Bevhes
around them, with whom they refuse to in-
tormarry.  Extraordinary ‘tales sve told of
the skill of some of these desurt pilots—of
blind men who, by simply smelling a handfn]
of the soil, can at once tell in what paxt of the
waste the caravan happens to be.t

(ireat, howover, as the torture from heat,
sand, and thirst was, poor Chillié et little
sympathy from his henrtless companions,
Falling ill of scurvy, they refused to sit at
woeat with so unelean s person, and, notwith-
standing the care with which the sham Mos-
lem hed studied their mnnners and habits,
they remarked that he could not, like them,

jerk the rice into his hand, mnake it into a

small ball, and piteh it into his mouth, A
common insult was that, “he ato like
Kati” Even the slwves of the party were
enconraged to annoy him by every species of
insoleneo, and tho burthen of their opprobrium
always wag, “ho looks liko a Christian,” One
nan, indeed, was so cevtain that ho was the
dospised “ Enfir” or Infidel, thal ho proposed
to sell him, At tha well of Amul Graghn
the night was cooler, though lere the visits
of huge serpents rendorod it impossible for
the weary traveller to rest in peace. Yet,
excopt from the unsympathetic character of
his fellow-travellexs, the constant thivst, the
plague of sand-winds, and, as in the above
case, of snakes, Caillid tolls ns that, in spite of
his fatigue, he felt better in honlth than when

"+ The sbory is ns ol as the days of Leo Afiicanus
€1300) ; but it is siall repeatell by the Morooce treders
who maka the journey from Mogador and Agadir to Tim-
tructoo—another proof of the accuracy of the ol Moorish
chronicler,
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traversing the more hospitable regions bebind
him. Food he hul in abundance,  In puy-
mont for writing channs for the wowen he
wis supplied with a plenitude of wesses, into
which had Dbeen liberally mtroduesd  the
butter used hy them for yreasing their hair
The object of all these wnndets was to obtain
busbantds for them and thely relatives, but, ns
the writer’s stay wns for a briel period only,

TOUCOULEURS OF SCNEGAL (p 934).
{(From w Fholepraph by the Paric Socirty Au Doangelioal Missions.)

he felt safe in promising any boon to his
enger clients,

By-and-by the worst of the desert ended,
and, seventy-five days after leaving Timbue-
too, the series of seattored Kasbahs, or large
fortitied places which constitute Tafilot—the
ancient Sigelessma-—was reached. Here, de-
scondants of the Frophet were mconveniently
numerous. So alse werp robbers, to guard
against whomt overy Berber village was
watched by & troop of ferocious dogs. On
account of theso brutes no strangers ever
appronch a village without heing in the com-
pany of & person known to the four-logged

¥
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gnaridinns,  Bven then they are not safe; so
that tho hospitality offered is seldom given
in o tent, but at & distance from the douar
and from ity suvago canine garricon. It was,
however, but little of this that Caillié re-
ceived.  In vain he begged {rom the Moorish
governor smo help to enable him to reach
Fez, on the other side of the Atlag, still keep-
ing to his old story of heing on his way to lis
native town of Alexondrin. A pious Hadji or
Mecen pilgrim would at times treat him
with kindness in memory of his escape from
the Christian thrall, and & trader sometimes
bestowed on him a conrse loaf of broad “for
the love of Gol” He had a fow English shil-
lings in his possession, one of which a Jew—
of whom there were many at this meeting-
place of the caravans—oexchanged for its
value in silver; and at the same time,
perhaps snspecting his real character, en-
tertained him with a politeness which con-
tragtod with the boorish rudencss of a people
who, like the Tafilet Moors, have no links
with Western civilisation and no regard for
its good apinion.

Caillié had, however, brought from Tim-
buetoo some decent pieces of native apparel,
and, by selling theso—everything being very
cheap—he raised funds cnough to hire a
dlonkey, on which, in the company of a little
coraven, ho passed tho fertile valloys of the
still little-known Atlas, and on the 12th of
August, moro than three months after leaving
Timbuetoo, entered the Tmperial city of Fez.
Built in a valley, it looks—like most Moorish
towns—Inore picturesque ot & distance than
near at hand. The gardens of oranges and
olives, in which the suburbs immediately
within the walls are embosomed, impart to
the place a charm in the eyes even of travel-
lers who have not been trudging day after
duy through the desert sands. But the
“City of the Hatchet” is never & very hos-
pitable place for a poverty-stricken travellor,
and Mequinez, anothor of the thres Moroccan
capitals, is an even less agreeable place of
asylum for the destitute; for here, failing
the mesques—which are usually places of
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shelter for the houscless and sometimes the
village school also (p. 220)—he was lelt to
sleep in doorways, or in the narrow, ditty lanes
of the old-world metropolis of the Sultans
In three days, following the ordinary routo,
he reached the Atlantic at Rabat, on the
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Hiring, thoteforoe.a donkey with the little which
remamed to him of the money bronght trom
Goree, he in due timereached Tangier  Hero
his troubles came to an end, and mcans were
Provided for sending him to France, where he
arrived 567 duys alter leoving Kakundy, to

TR e
N
’

LAKE TCHAD,

Bou-ragreg River opposite Salleo, which shares
ity evil fame as the last of the pitate haunts of
North Africa (p. 105). Here again he had the
“key of the strect® In Rabat the Fremch
Consular agent was a Jew, who displayed no
desire to help him; and Christians in those
days were fower in that port than at present.

veceive the honours which ho had so justly
emned* For he had redoomed with suecess
& long tele of failure.

* Remd Oadllié : “Journal dun Voyage & Tembucton ek
d Jenné dans U'Afrique Centrals,” ete. 3 vals. (1840.)
There is aiso an English translation in twe vols, The
disenssion which followed gave rise to n considerable
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When the disjointed story told by Caillic
spread over Lueape, there wis ut fissh soine
inelinntion to donbt its strivt aecmeuey, It
contained some  Satements that were, or
seetned to be, nol quite In ascordance with
fuet, while o very superticial rewder eoulil
pasily point ott contradictions tending to
Justify the sceptivism with which it was
receivedd i mnany influential quavters,  In
England especially was this the ease,  Indeed,
there were not laeking erities ready to afiivm
that € ‘ailli¢ had never been in Thabuctoo, hu
derived his information cither from native
veport or frawn the papors of Major Laing, of
which Buron Ioussean, French Consul at
Tripoli, had in some way villainously
possessed  himself, and used lds illiterate
enuntzyman to gain for France the glory
which was the Driton's due. Suspicions of
this character were not o little aroused by the
inflated culogies which some indisereot ad-
mirers of the traveller chose to lestow
upon his hook., This was in ronlity largely
the wurk of M, Jomard, Soccretary of the
French tiengruphical Soeciety, who may he
held vesponsible for permitting his protdyé to
indulge in the many absurd reflections on the
English to whom he was so much indobted,
and to quote compliments to France from
yuarters whore it is doubtful whether that
oountry was even known.

Nor was this firitation, st o time when the
old sores eveated by the Jong Napoleonie wars
Tuul searely bealed, in any way sovthed by an
abtetpt to meke ong that Caillié hod been the
tirst Europesn to veach Timbuetvo. This
claim was, however, not admitted in French
seientific eireles, thuugh eurfously enough, the
inseriptiun on his monwment in the cemetery
of Poni-I'AbbS would couvey that notion fo
the uninstructed reader*

Hivrature, most of which, so far as Franca ia concernad,
will be found noticed in the appendix to Jules Duvals
“Tn Ouvrler Voyageur, René Caillis ™ {I867), to a copy
of whick, annotated by the famous traveller's daughter,
the wriier hos heen indebled for muny facts regarding
the jowrney sketched in this chaptar.

* ¢ Bomb Caillié . + . lesent Buropfen qui altvu ob
dfenit Penbungior.  Son nom sesn plscs par 1o posterité
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But, strange to say, while the French were
strnining truth to obtain for La Belle France
the glory of furnishing the tirst traveller that
hwd entered the then almost fabulous city of
Central Afriea, they might, had they taken the
trouble to read their own records, have found
that, alter all, o Frenchwen, from no wish of
ltis own, had earnod that eredit.
This was Paal TIinbert, who in
1630 was wrocked on the sundy
shore between Moroeco and Sene-
gambiz, and, like so many hapless seamen
since then, was cnslaved Ly tho natives and,
in company with his Arvab wmaster, made a
trading journey to that city. But he died o
slave in Movoeeo, and the world has been
nono the wiser for his involuntary explora-
tion. Later travellers have long ago roha-
Lilitated the eredit of René Chillié, proving that
if he crred now and then through ignorance,
or an insuflicient memory indifforently aided
by a few half-effaced pencil notes, his aceount
was stbstantially correct, This meritorious
man did not, unfortunately, live to rojoice in
an unimpaired credit.  During his lifotime
uevertheless he roceived all honour, the roward
of the French Geographical Soviety which had
tensptec him to make his famous journey, the
Tegion of Honour, and a pension in tho form of
the aftica of French Consut at Bamaku on the
Niger, without the obligation of residing or
even visiting his post. Maryiug, he retired
to a small property at Beurlay (Charente-
Tuférieure), which—after filling for a time
tho officc of mayor—ho exchanged for La
Dadbve, where ho died on the 17th of May,
1838, of a malady contrected during his
Afileon journey. A monument, erected in
1R66 at Déboké, o short distance from
Kakundy on the Rio Nufies, whore he set ou
on his inland adventure, marks the respect
Lorne by the Sencgal colonists for the
momory of this desérving if ill-instructed
explorer.

The tale of
Paul Imbert,
the French
slave,

non loin de coux de Brown, Hornumann, Munge-Park,
Tienhem et Clapperton.” It will be noticed that Leing is
not 6veu mentioned. In M. Dnval's biogaphy a similar
atieunt to ignore faots is exhibited.
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CHAPTER XIIL

TeeE Neen Kivepons: A Harr-ToLp TALE.

The Effects of Unillid’s Btory in Burope--Fiotitions Travels—Timbucboo no longer a Stimulus to African Exploration—
A New Doparture—The Niger Couxse and Terminetion : the Discovery nimed at~-Attempts made ab this after
Park’s Journey—Iyon's Expedition to Mwznk and Tegérri by way of Tripoli~-The Ghurian Mountains—
Fezzan—Oudney, Clapperton, and Denham’s Expedition—Mutzuk—A Jay in Peacock's Feathers—Dilntoriness~
An Arbitrary Gentleman—The Ghat Country—Troglodytes—Natron Lakes—A Larva Fishery—Leaves Murzuk
—Miseries of the Deserb—A Pathwany marked ont by Skelstons—The Sondsn Reached—Bornu—Itd History—
Iake Tchad—A Slave Raid—Imprudence of Denham-—And a Disaster—A Mareh to Birni—Gambary iy
Visited—A Narrow Escape—Sickness—A. Journey towards Keno—Death of Oudney—Sokoto—Sultan Bello
is Unfricndly, and refuses Assistance to Navigate the Niger—Zyimi—Airival of Mr. Toole with Stores
from 'Tripoli—Death of Toole—Return of the Expedition to Tiipoh

Tre tale told by Caillié rendered Timbuetoo
no longor & stimulus for the exploration of
Innor Africa. It was a point to be roached, no
doubt, bt now that it had ceased to possess
the chatm of being a city virgin to the white
man’s foot, it began to be regarded rather as
o stage in a jowney than the end of an ex-
ploration. Mon’s thoughts began once more
to lie divected to the river near the bonks of
which it stood, the course it took to the sea,
whether by the Nile to the Meditorranesn, to
some inland waste, or, what was now more
generally hold, to the Atlantie. Fictitious
works of travel were not infrequently palmed
off upon the public, of which that of the
aporryphal Christinn  Damberger, who pro-
tended to have journeyed from the Cape to
Moroceo, which was translated into several
hummum was the most noterious, and the

V())ngo su Congo et dans lintérieur de
PAfrique” of Douvills the most astonishing,
For though it was based on a small substratum

of fact, most of it was evidently compiled from
reports heard by the author, who, nevertholess,
imposed not ouly on the French Geographienl
Society so fur as to reccive their highest
honowrs, but upen a number of foreign
savants not so likely to have their judgent
warped by national prediloctinng,

The British Government scems also to have
been stimniated to fresh exertions by the
success of Chillié to continue the witante
work il had begun, though it W™
was the Niger and not Timbucton which was
the object of the journeys after 1828,
Soveral years, however, before Chillié had re-
turned, British explorers had heen pene-
trating fromn the north—not, however, with
any immediato intention of reaching either
the Niger or Timbuetoo, but mainly with the
intention of opening up Inner Africa to comn-
mezes, though neither the course of the great
river nor the famous towns in its vicinity wore
out of their minds. As these journeys led by
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a series of unbroken links to the discovery of
the Niger mouth and to the re-discovery of
some important Centrnl Afvican kingdoms not
far from it upper course, we have veserved
their deseription, though in reality they wero
antecedent to those of Laing, Cuillié, and others
alredly noeruded,

Toaking mdvaningo of the exeellent relations
between the Bashaw of Tripoli (p. 239) aud the
British (overnment, it was resolved to tap
the eountry from Northorn Afrien instend of,
as formerly, from the Wost Const. Tt was, in
tho first place, healthier, though more fan-
gerous, in spite of the fact that the Bashaw's
power, actual or nominal, direct or indirect,
oxtended not only throughout his own
dominions far into the oases-dotted desert,
but ammong the kingdoms near the Upper
Niger, carivans from that part of Afvica con-
tinually arriving with ostrich-feathers, ivory,
andl slaves for the Tripoli market. Lucas had
alrendy made an ettempt in that divection,
and in the yoar 1818, Mr. Ritchie, under o
comnyssion from the British Uovernment,
started from this point on a journey south-
ward.  He wos to have been accompanied
by Coptain Marryat, ofterwords famous in
another department of Lravel tales: but the
future sen-novolist filing him, Captain Georgo
Lyon, also of the Royal Navy, and better
known for the share he took in Parry's Arotie
Txpedition immediately after his retwn from
Tds African travels, was sclected ns his com.
panion,

Their route hus ofien Leen treversed since
their time, but in 1818 it wns unknown
to the world at large, leading us it did
through the sand-hills that approach almost
to the gates of Tripoli, into the Ghurian Hills,
famons for their semi-Judaised Berber in-
habitants, who live in underground dwellings,
the entmnce to which is often diffieult for a
stranger to tind, Hare com grows and shrubs
agrin appear, and anx the summit of the
hills aro found the erocus-ficlds that yicld
the saffron of connmerce, and meny groves
of olives from which in good seasons large
quantities of oil are produced. Deyond is o
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stony dosert over which are scattored fossil
shells, indicating that at one time it lay under
the sea, though it is » mistake to suppose that
the Sahare ut large is of that nature; it is
in reality above the sea, and the drifiing sand
is due to the wearing away, under the
eoubined action of sun and wind, of the
looso sandstone that forms its foundation,
Olives, however, still flourish in places,
and the wells, some of which arc of great depth,
yield such an sbundance of excellent water
that tho country is comparatively thickly
populated by the Arab tribe to whom 1t
belongs. At Bonjeem they passed the
northern border of the kingdom of Fezzan,
and even here are found fine remains of a
{ortress, which, according to the inseription
still visible over the gates, was built by order
of Heptimus Sevorus (p. 243).  All this country,
indeed, is dotted with Roman ruins, Until
Solma was reached few inhabitants save
wandering Arabs werc met with, At Sokna,
howaver, about 1,500 people lived in a wallod
town-—most of them, judging from the fact of
their speaking the Touareg language, under-
stood only at this point, of Berber extraction.
Dates of fine quality—finer even than those
{rom the groves around the town of Tripoli—
are gathered from trees growing on the
gravolly plain in the midst of which the
town is Duilt.

Crossing the low Soudah or Black Momn-
taing, through a very sombre country, with
villages or tont camps hore and there—the
black popnlation beginning at Sebha—the
purty reached Murzuk, the capital of the
Sultanate. In those days the place was the
seat of an independent sovereign, and the
meeting-place of caravans from all parts of
the country around, so that here the travellers
met with more civilised trontment than might
have been expecled so far in the wilds
Unfortnnately, however, both fell ill hers,
and Mr Ritchie died. Captain Lyon, never-
tholess, determined to push on, and reached
a8 for s Togéei, the southernmost town in
Fozzan, though here Arabic is littlo tnder-
gtood, the Bornu tongue being that of most
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of the inhabitants, who, however, in those
days did not mmber more than two hundred
andfifty, Fromthis point Lyon began hisretmun
journcy, which he completed in the yar 1820,

Thiv explovation was interesting from its
thoroughmess, thongh, as mwost of the country
was altenly 1ore or less known,it Incked some-
thing in novelty, Itwos, however, conducted
with great okill, und furnished the tivst civeumnm-
stuntinl nceount of the region through which
the travellers passed ab » vory important
period in its history.*  Generally spenking,
the country traversed consists of bmge de-
pressions fenced in by low ranges of hills,
sume over 3000 feet in height. Barren,
stony, bleak plateaus, betweon which lie long,
shallow valleys containing fortile onses,
complete the picture of a regivn which
since Lyon's day hos seen many changes.
Originally 2 Romwan provines, Fozzan has
seen wmany masters, until, in 1842, it Lecame
a Turkish province, and has ever since
romained nominally o part of Tripoli, though
maost frequently its governor aets quite inde-
pendently of the Pasha of that region. Dates
copstitute its chicf product; Dbut most
of these are consumed at home, sodn ob-
tained from tho salt Inke to the west leing
its principal, i not sole, export. At
one time the slwve trade was the staple
teate of the country, the Fezzanees—who
are mostly of Berber origin—not only vaiding
for prisoners on their own account, but acting
sa intermediaries betwoen the merchants of
Egypt and Tripoli on one side and Bornu
sad Timbuctoo on the other, This, however,
is now, if not ended, largely curtailed, owing
tu the difficulty of finding a market for
the captives or purchases, though Murzuk
is atill a town of some 6,000 or 7,000 inhabit-
ants moted for their good-nature, honesty,
idlomoss, friyolity, immorality, and love of
pleganre, taking overything as it comes with
6k resignation of a race who during the
haut of stmomey avd alost ronsted alive, and
m winter—incredible as it may seemn to those

* Syon: “A Natrative of Travels in Northarn Albrloa
in 8% yoors 1818, 1819, und 1321:.",&&1.)

®
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not acquainted with the suddon variations
of temperature in the desort—subjocted at
times to & cold so sovere that the water
skins freezo ab night, and it has happened
that the flat roofs of tho houses were white
with snow. In shart, the thermometer rangas
from nine degrees below freczing to as much
as ninoety above it, 5o that the country, though
hualthy, excopt for the malarial fever which
prevails in the Jow-lying grounds, cannot bo
quite commended as a retroat for invalids,
1t was through this country that Major Laing
renched Thnbuetoo {p. 222), though he farad
worse from Touaregs and Arabs, hunger and
thirst and heat, scorpions and sand storms,
than did his predecessors, albeit thoy had
enough of these familinr perils of the desert,
Of these predecessors those immediately
following Captamn Lyon were Captain Clapper-
ton, Major Denham, and Dr. Oudney. In
suitability for the tesk they had g0 guer
entered upon, not ona of them was Oappertan,
ajor Dixon
perhaps so well fitted as Lyon, who, Deham,and
though quite unfamiliarwith Africa, D% Ondney.
acquired & vernacular knowledge of Aralic
in the course of a fow months, and in other
ways so complotely adopted the native
customs that his successors found their way
smoothed by the good impression that he
and his componions had made. The members
of the new cxpedition that was to follow
up Coplain Lyow's weve hamperod by
such complete ignorance of Arabicf and
of the country thai, with the exception
of Dr. Oudney, who was & Naval surgeon
and had been designated as Consul to
Bornu} with the object of opening ip

+ Mrjor Denham learned a little after o somavhat
primitive faghion.

+ This expedition is usually nasociated with the names
of Captain Clupperlon snd Major Denham, ita historian,
while Oudney's nome is mentioned merely as that of »
gecondary person, In reality, he was the head of the
expedition, his death depriving him of much repntstion
connected with it, while Denhem became the historian
meinly owing to Clapperton’s engagemant elsewhera
Ondnay left litile wiitten materinl and Clapperton almost
none, and as he died hefore he had time to wiite kis naz-

rative or to extend Denham's, the tale of this adveniure -

will always remain only half told,
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trade with the interior, not one of them
had read any book about Atrica, except that
of their immediate prodocessor in explora-
tion. Like Park, Hugh Clapperton was a
Seottish Borderer, the son of a smgeon at
Annan in Dumfriosshire, whero he was hormn
in the year 1788, While still o boy ho was
apprenticed on board a vessel sailing bebwoon
Liverpool snd North Ameriea. Ont of this
scrvice he was pressed for the Navy; but
possessing some little influence und o great
donl of intelligence, he was soon promoted to
tho rank of midshipman, and in
that capacity so distinguished
himself in Mauritius and on the
(Conedian Inkes that when in
1817 he retired on half-pry
he had attained the rank of
lientenant. During his enforced
idleness in Edinburgh he con-
tracted an intimaey with Dr
Walter Oudney, who was soon
ofterwards appointed to proceed
to Bornu as British agent, the
rosult of which was that Lieu-
tennnt Clapperton was appointod
to accompany him, and at a
later date Lieutenant—after-
words Major—Dixon Denham
was pormitted to form the third
member of the party, the only
other European being Williun Hilhnen, o
shipwright from the Malta Dockyard (p. 249).

Starting from Tripoli in the spring of 1822,
they were not long in reaching Murzuk, in
Fezzan (p. 244). Lyon hind made their path
smooth thus far; and, indeed, by the constant
teafic between Tripoli and this frontier town
of the desert, the jealousy, the fanaticism,
and the lack of summary justics which made
the rest of the journey by no mesns casy,
in those days, far less than in ours, impaded
the path of travellers under the protection
of the Bashaw. For whatever may ho said
regarding the humanity of that official's rule
—aod Tripoli in the early yoars of this
tentry was not o model Government—no
fault could be found with its. femness. And
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50 complete was tho hold which Consul
Warrington had then on tho esteom of the
oll but indepondent Bashaw thet, rs in the
case of his predecessor, little was done without,
consulting the English representative.

Tho time wasy, thorofore, auspicious far
Tritish explorers.  For on a voyage of
oxploration tho four Britons were unquestion-
ably bound, tho region for which they were
making being nono tho less mysterions bo-
couso three hundred years belore Leo the
Afviean had deseribed it in his journey from

BUINS AT BONJCEX {m 210)

Timbuctoo to Tripoli,. What changes bad
happened sinco that poriod, what was tho
character of the rond, and even whether the
old Moor was mnot romancing, wera still
quostions that no man could answer with
certainty when Clapperton and his com-
panions set forth with their horses, their
chmels, and their armed escort to rendezvous
in the desert town of Murzuk. At this poing
considering the official character of the
mission, the travellers expected to be reeeived
with some of the pomp which to this how
attends the eniry of foreign cnvoyr into
the more primitive cities of Barbary. Deter-
mined, thereforo, to appear to the hest
sdvantags, Dr. Oudney and his companions
writed st sote wells outside of the town till
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their cawmels could come np and swell the
dimensions  of the procession which they
experted tosew every minwte forming m their
honour, 'They misht, howover, huve saved
thetselyes the tranble ; with the exception of
some kel hoys and a mols of "Tibbus,
Towarews, il Fezennees, who gapod ot the
party with estremely vnplegsnut looks, no

- e -
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MUNZUK, IN TEZZAX,

one came 10 mesh them (p. 241)  Nettled
at such seurvy treatment, they sont

s ® i o native attendnat to announco
mﬁ"“ their amival, and in about half

sn hour the
governor of the place,
quested them in the Sultan's nmme to
accompany him to the house prepared for
thew, adding, te their great surprise, “ The
English Consnl is there alveady.” The fact
was, o vory avil-countenanced Jowish servant
ol Major Denham, mounted on a white mule,
with & pair of small cantoens under hiw, hod
precededd the camels and entered the town
by himsed. Skuek with the fact of hig

Sheik e bilad, or
cane out and re-
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canteens being studded with small brass
nails, the simple folk camo to the conclusion
that he must be an official of high rank, snd,
as no other oxeept the Bornu Consul had
been annvunced, that the Hobrew was this
wepresentative from Great Britain. Noway
dismelined to Lo 1ecoived with n respeet not
counmonly accorded to his Tace in Northemn

Africa, Jacob accepled without protest

tho honours paid to him, drank the

cool water and milk that were oftercd,

and, with as much dignity as he
\ could asswme, permitted hunself—
\ to the intense chagrin of the Mur-
zukees when they knew that it wasa
despised Israclite whom they had en-
tertained unawarcs—to be conducted
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to the houso in the castle set apars for his
master, who now teok possession of it

By this timo the Seharan summer had set
in with its nsual viralence, and the ther-
mometer, which is seldom very low in Murzuk,
began to wnount within an hour or two of
sunrise to ninety-seven in the shade In
these cirenmstances oven the civility of Sultan
Mustefs El Akhmer did not tempt the
travellers to tarry long within the walls of
this stuffy town. However, no hope was given
thein that they conld leave before next spring,
tho caravans having already set out, the read
nat being safe, and n score of other excuses 1o
whick the Oriental is 50 fextile being adduced
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in support of this preposterous delay. When
Loxd Bathurst had communicated with the
Bashaw of Tuipoli regarding the object of
tho oxpedition, he was assured that the rond
to Bornu was “as open as that from London
to Edinburgh;” and making allowance for
Eastorn hyporbole, this statement, as later
ovonts proved, was not far from the
mark. No time was, thercfore, to be lost.
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fiery Englishman, Tully* he had heard of,
andl Warrington he kaow, ut the pevewiptori-
ness of Denham looked like a
mpture with hiy friends the Un-
bolevers, Even in a day of swift
stonmers, special trains, and tele-
graphic communieations, o jowney from Mur-
zuk to Londom would be rogarded as a tolexubly
marked picce of enargy, but so long sinee as

Oriental
dilatariness
and an
artrary
explorer.

THE NATRON LAKTS IN THE GHAT COUNTRY (p 240)

Accordingly, finding the Murzuk Sulfan not
open to argument, Denham roturned to
Tripoli to lay his complaint before the
Bashaw, and, finding that dignitary more
lavish in promises than in acts, left for
England by way of Marscilles with the first
ship ready to start in order to represent the
fuithlessncss of our ally to the British
{overnment.

But by this time the Bashaw had grown
alarmed by the unaceustomed energy of the

1822, when all modes of transit woro mnueh
slower, it g0 impressed the sleapy Beshaw that
ship after ship was sent to bring back the
major. At last, he was overtaken at Mar-
seillos and persnaded to return. Under his
indomitable will all the *insmmountable”
obstacles had vanished, for he had scarcely
landed on the Marina of Tripoli before he was

* Richard Tully was British Consul in Tripoll. The

“Letters” of his sister form 2 most vividl pioture of
the conntry during the despotic days of the old Bashaws.



246 THE STORY
told that an escort had already been providerd
for his party, and wis by this tiree most likely
waiting thom at Sokna on the bovders of
the Tripoliten desert (p. 240) Murauk was
soont regained,  Bus duving Denhuan’s nbsence
fover Tl selzod his companions, and generally
the town was in so senitery o condition
thut fow even of the natives looked healthy.
The onfored hale had, howover, been utilisail
by a visit te the Tounreg country of Chat,
undler the guidance and protection of o power-
ful ehief to whom in memory of his kindness
Captain Lyon hod senb a sword. This region
vne onas 15 0 Mixture of desert and fertile
country : the valloy, solt-tields and low hills, and
natron lukes, . : ;

and the fiy-  contains the town of Idri on o hill
lrva &Y. three hundred feet high in the
Wadi Shiti, the neighbourhood being studded
over with basaltic columns and having sals
plains at a short distance and fields of corn
wmong palm groves in the immediate vicinity.
Wuter flows in the shape of springs near the
surface, pnd hence the fields look fresh and
fortile. But though the inhabitants proved
friendly, their begging propensities wero
tronblesome, Yot many of the women ex-

hibited that strange union of rags, dirt, and
valuablo omaments so often found among
the ruces of Northern Africa. Charms were
in much request for all manner of real or
imaginary froubles, and one buxow widow
guve the travellers no peace until they tmuni-

pulated for her o paper amulet that would
cnsure the possession of & second husband,
Uaptoin Clapperton was in cspecinl demand
os o necromancer. For his heard being red,
it was imogined that he was an dld and
correspondingly wise man who had coneealed
the bleaching effects of time by colouring it
with henna* As is the ease with many of
the rrees of this region, it appeared that
the former inhabitants of Idr, before the
present ofies displaced them, were Troglodytes,
or cave-dwellers. Their holes in the rock
sre still to bo seen, and the cluster of huts
piled enc upon another on the sides of

® Torived from Lamwsonin 2nernis, s plant widsly grown
In North Afrim and alsowhere for dyoing prrposes.

OF AFRICA.

the conieal Lill, though then called the Now
Town, were in truth to a large extent in ruins.
Much of the country seen from the smnmit of
this hill is desert; but a groat deal of it,
though apparently favourable for settloment,
is entively without inhabitants In some of
the valleys ure lakes containing natron, which
forms on artielo of trade in that vegion.
When the water is sufficiently shollow the
mineral crystallises in cakes, rough on the
upper side but studded on the surface next
tho water with beautiful vertical crystals of
“jurinte of sodo.”+ In many places the
sfaco of these shaliow lakes is covered with
largo, thin sheets of salt, giving the whole the
appenrance of a pond portially frozen over,
and at places what the explorers describe as
something like “mineral tar” was to be seen
oozing out of the banks, which, coupled with
the discovery of ancient beds in the valley
of Rhit and of Devonian bods older than
those of the oil-bearing strata, lend hope to
the chance of petrolenm being yet “struck”
in this otherwise resourccless land. The
natron (elatrofin or oksem of the natives) is,
however, so abundant that the lakes yielding
it—tho Bahar-et-Troumia, to the novth-west of
Murzuk—nre doploted to the extent of some
sixteen to Lwenty hundredwoight every year,
ond the sands are daily encroaching on the
water-surface, Supplies are still obtainod from
the same source for the use of the Touaregs,
who mix it with their tobacco and employ
it a8 & mordant in dyeing, while, like every
other substance with which they are ac-
quainted, it is supposed to possess certain
medicinal qualities. The lakes (p. 245) are
surrounded by a fringe of stunted trees that
give a cheerful appearance to the little tarns
in the eyes of travellers emerging from the
drenry region of sand-dunes and stony wastes
around, though at the time of the visit
described the only inhabitant of the valley
was an old Fezzanzee who superintended the
collection of the natron and another very

+ The natron is in reslity an impnre sesyuicarhanate
of soda, which always containg sulphate of soda and
ohloride (murinte) of sodinm.
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peculiar product of the region. This is the
«worm ” found In the lakes, which is in
grent favowr ws an article of food among
the Fezzanecs, It swarms in enormous
yuantity, each boing about the sizo of a grain
of rice, and encloged in & great quantity of
glutinous matter, mixed with a winute species
of alga—the “dangn” of the Arnbs—which
is also proserved as a condiment. Of the
“worng ” there are two varietics—the reddish
brown (the “duda” proper) und the “tikeruktn”
(a brownish-yellow formn that is less estecmed),
Both are, howover, the
larva of o species of fly,
the Arthemin oudneii of
18 Lavua M. Bocourt, who gavo it
of yo this name many years
J Avihemo later in honour of Dr.
owdi  Oudney. The lakes, at

the period of the wheat
snd date harvests, are swept with band-
nets for the larva. They are then either
dried in the sun by thomselves, or more
frequently pounded with salt in a mortar,
until they form a black paste, which is made
into balls of about double the size of the
fist and then dried. This paste is called
“duweidah,” or wormlet. It tastes like had
eaviare, and to tho nose of a Buropean has
& very offensive smell. The balls are gener-
ally stored in silos, or “ matamoras,” and sold
all through Fezzan, where they are either
enten alone or in the shape of soup,but more
frequently are used for preparing o sauce to
fisvour the somewhat insipid vegotable dict
of the greater part of the population® Wide,
gravelly valleys full of gum ncocias and
enclosed by parallel ranges of sandstone and
clayoy hills led the travellers to Bukra, with
its “Father of the Fort” a conical mound
that was hopped over by the whole caravan
to seo who was lest tived, In the Wady Sar-
dalis there are ruins of an ancient Moorish
building, the *hiding-place of treasure and
the haunt of ghosts,” as, in the opinion of the
African, all old ruins are, while the sandy oliffs,
worn into the appearsnce of battlements,

* Duveyrier : *Les Tonareg du Nord ™ (1864), p. 24k

pinnacles, towers, spires, and winarets are,
according to tho legends of the mutlled
Touareg, who passes them in haste on his
swift cnmel, the home of (emons, the lofticst
leing known 4s the especial « Kase jumn,” or
the * Dovil's Castle.”

The Touaregs are proverbinily n grave race,
and the Ghateos, whose town thoy duly
reached in charge of their guide, who was o
native of it, are s0 eminently sober a people
that the travellers were anxiously warned not
to sing or giggle, or in any way play the
morry man.  Ghat is, moreover, a clean, well-
watered town of o thousand peoplo; snd what
i8 most remarknble, the handsome women ot
the place—for the Touaregs are not negroes,
ot gven Arabs, but members of the still fairer
Borber stock—enjoy an mmnount of freedom
unknown in most other parts of Moslem
Africa,

On thelr retrn journey the travellers
possed through Tesauwah and Jermeh, the
two most celebrated towns in Fezzan—for
the latter was the ancient capital of the
Roman Phazenin, though the travellers seemed
to have no idea that Fozzan was known to the
ancients, in spite of the fact that the remains
of & Roman sepulchre were seen near the last-
named town, and both of them are mentioned
by Edxrisi, who wrote in the twelfth century.

The condition of Clapperton and Oudney
when Denham returned to Murzuk made it
imperutive that no time be lost in gy, grpear-
setting out for a healthier region, ton ots ot
With an cnergy unusual with these the misertes’
dilatory folk, the escort and the °Fihe desert
caravan wag got into marching order, and to
the number of 300, Europeans, Arab irrcgular
eavalry, and merchants, set forth on the jour-
ney, though in reality both Oudney and Hill-
man were (oo ill to bear the hardships of
travel. Scarcely were the walls of Murzuk and
the date-groves around it ont of sight then
the mevciless desert, with its burning heat
snd difting sands, lny beforo them. Here
and thore they came upon a little green
onsis, where a spring imparted verdure to
the hollow into which its waters ran, or
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where the rain showers did not sink <o
rapidly into the thsty sol  But Inllowy
samds or stony * banmda ™ weve the prevail-
ing festires of the vountry traversed, and the
whitened sheletons of man and Deast that
marked the pathway indiented, with grave
sggestiveness, the misories that had over-
bken their predecessors and might overtahe
thom sl In one dey they comnted one
hunched and seven poor outhnes of humanity,

NAIL-CLAD WARRIUR FROAM BORNU {p 230)

and b ono well o huedred were found—the
rompins of slaves too exhausted tu keep up
with the “coffle” or of caravens that had
beeu overwhelmed by sand-clouds just when
they reachod the dried-up spring.

As they passed southwards the wells grew
scarcer, the date-trees and onses fewer, nntil
tho wandering Tibbus and Tounaregs, who
prefer to pick up o procarious livelihood by
plunder or woro peaceful pursuits, hecame
fewer and fower: and even the wild bensts,
who share with them the little the land
produces, venished befors the vast expanse

TR NTORY OF AFRICA

of yellow sand beneath the rainless sky. For
days at o stretch scarcely a scrap of vegeta-
tion could be scen, and the hot winds that
Wlew across tho waterloss waste scorched whero
tho pitiless sun bad failed to rcach. The
travellers were too nuscrable to speak, Their
tmgmes clave to the roofs of their mouths.
Even tho camels coased their monotonous
maan, that patient but ill-conditioned Least
fecling, like lis master, the jdleness of com-
plaining over what could not Le remedied.
To push on was the only alternative, m a
silonce bioken only by the crunching of
hoot over the Lleached skeletons in the path,
or the flop-flop of the beasts of burden on
the soft sand or the still more painful stone-
strown “haninada” A time came when even
the camels gave in, twenty or moie sinking
exhausled in the comse ot a fow hours, while
the welecome night, with its starlit sky and
its coal lreezes, was not always free from
terror, Often, as the travellers sank on the
solt sand ready for sleep and 1est, the ey of
maranders would arouse the drowsy guards;
for in this arid rogion oven the passing cara-
van preys like wolf upon wolf: their very
fellow-travellers are 1egarded as hiting sub-
jeets 1o provide part of the poor livelihood
which the robbers manage to wring from a
region untitted for the abode of honest men.
Tassing Bilma, across another sandy desert,
the yenr 1823 openod with lrighter prospeets.
Fur the Sahara—the belt wo have seen (p. 35)
between the fartile north and the luxuriant
region on each side of the equator—had been
passed, snd the gieemer Soudan reached,
Trees now appeared, thon green me soudan
patches, and by-nnd-by they passed 18 ¥eached.
into a land of flocks and herds, tended by
Tibbu herdsmen, until, as they edvanced, the
land far and near nssumed an appearance
unknown even to the semi-civilised country
in tho vicinity of Tripoli. It was like a park
in Europe Birds twittered in the shady trees,
gazelles ambled in front of the caravan, and
the hospitable blacks, who brought fresh ment,
ond milk, and juicy dates to the weary travel-
lors, seemed in kecping with the smiling land
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which they inhabited, just as the wild
Tounregs and tho savage Arabs were fitting
nomads for the forbidding desert over which
tbe teavellers had passed. As misforlunes
never come save in battalions, so Fortune
is oyually lavish in her favours, for, amid
this plenty, the ocxplorers were gladdencd
by the sight of what at first they iust
have mistaken for one of those inviting
mirnges with which the desert pilgrim is too
familinr, A sheet of water, studded
with islands, its low shores suw-
rounded by reedy mushes and clumps of
white water-lilies, among which the hippo-
potami wallowed, and its surface brightened
by the white sails of fishermon, lay Dbefore
them. This was the funous Lake Tchad*
often heard of by previous travellers, and even
deseribed by Leo Africanus and the Arabic
geogmphers, but now for the first time seen
of chustened men, In many respects, this is

Talke Tohad.

CAPTAIN OLAPPLCRTON, (From u Primb)

the most remarkable of oll the African lakes,
. Tor, though its size is smaller then the great in-
+ land sea farther enst, the basin in which it lies

% Chad, Taad, Tsade.
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is a “sclf-contained hydrographical system,”
Flght hundred feet above the Atlantie, situnted
In the very hoart of the continent, in & trough

between the water-sheds of the Nile, the
Congo, and the Niger, with none of which
it hos any relations, the lalest discoverios
proving that the Kebbi, the mosl distant
tributary of the Benué, the largest feeder of
the latter river, has not, ns was at one time
believed, any connection with the Tubuxi
Marsh, or with the feeders of the sheot of
water now under consideration, Luke Tchad
itself is, indeed, at times littlo more than a
vast marsh—~bigger than the island of Sicily
—Tor, while its tributnries, the Shayi, the
Komadugu Yoobe, and other simaller streams,
fill it during the tropical rains, when the
dry soason comes its contents sink twenty or
thirty feet, and its outlet, the Bahr el Ghazil,
which at the time of greatest fulness dis-
charges the surplus water north-easterly for
threo hundred miles into the Bodeli depression,
is entirely dry. This enables the contents of
Loke Tchad to keep frosh, for, though the
Shari is not much shorter than the Rhing, and
is the largest viver in Afrien which does not
reach the ses, its flood is, for moro than half



i
srith

250 THE STORY
the yoar, simply evaporated without flowing
through the busin*

Not far from the western side of this re-
markable Inke—which is to play o eonsider-
able part in the future of Afrien,
it being alveady the point round
which some  internotional jeal-
onsies aro Leginning to work—is Kuka, the
capital of the Mohammedan negro kingdom
of Bormy, though for the moment the sight
of this reslm, also deseribed by the old
Anb travelley (p. 243) excited less interest
than the luke ; for, ab the time when Clap-
pertom anxd his compunions songht it, they
believed it to Le the source of the Niger, and
therefure in a way, the rolution of the long-
canvassed problem. But Kuka, nevertheless,
is an interesting town, and Bornu, from many
points of view, one of the most curious of the
Africon monarchies, Their welcomo there
was pleasant, cavalry end infantry being
drawn up to do them honour, with tho usual
wild horsemanship which is the favonrite
display of the Arabs and of the tribes who
have pieked np the rudiments of civilisation
from thermn. But the most remarkabls feature
of this recoption was the fact that many of
the Sheik's (p. 248) body-guard of negroes
were elad in coats of mail from the thrent to
the knees, and that some of them hud, in
ndditiv, iron helnets and chin-picees, whilo
the horses’ heads were nlso defendud Ly plates
of iron, brass, and silver, leaving just room
cnough for the gyes of the animal, Thig
armour, so utterly unsnitable for the climats,
was toubtless o recollection of whnt they had
scon orx tho Arab warriors when first they
made their acquaintance many centuries ago,
aince it is searcoly likely that it conld be an in-
dependent invention of their own, After many
qnibhles aver etiquette, and the mode of salut-
ation whick the travellers were to accord to
hiw, they were admitterd to the prasence of the
Sheik, and were lodged in huts nesr the palace.,

The kingdor
oF Boran,

# Noohilgal: “Sahath ued Sidén Enrebmisss sechs-
Jihrigar Refsen in Afvika ™ (1881), vol. i, pp. 847-370,
Barth: © Travels in Central Afrioa™ [1847), vol. ii., pp.
148-850, for the history of Bomu.
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The Sheik, with the ignorant self-importance
of o local celolrity, attributed the visit to o
desire on the part of the British sovereign to
gee 5 man who had won so many vietories
over the Baghirmis of the neighbonring
territory, and as his guests did not think it
prudent to ruffle this characteristic piecc
of vanity, each of his courliors eagerly
inquired, “ Did he ever hoar of me?” Major
Denham—who was not regerded by his con-
temporaries as burdened by many seruples—
imagined that his diplomatic reply greatly
helped the popularity of the expedition,
forgetting that ihe complacency of the
Sheik, at hearing that he had to divide
his fame—which was, of course, imaginary—
with his captaing woukl be so wounded as to
neutrnlise the good effects of the earlier pioce
of invention. However, the Sheik in no way
abated any of his politeness, though eager
enough to receive the travellers’ gifts and
greedy of the tales thoy had to tell of how
fights were won in the white man’s land,
and sbsolutely forgot royal dignity in his
astonishment when he heard of “ twenty- and
thirty-pounders!” Bornu has always boon
the Central African sovereignty which has
been fondest of pomp and circumstance in
its sultans,t and what the travellers saw
among its motley people—Arabs, Berbers,
Fulphs, and negroes of many tribos—sur-
passed anything lor which they were prepared.
In the very henrt of Africa—a continent the
borders of which are garrisoned Ly dense
artays of savages—were found peopls who
deserved the name of civilised, living in a
fine country shut in by the desert which they
had crossed, with large walled cities, hold-
ing weekly markets, at which sometimes a
hrndred thousand people came to sell their
produco for the cotton goods of Manchoster,
the red cloth of Saxony, double-barrelled
gong, raw gilk, Sheffleld razors, China toa
and West Indian sugar, Nuremberg toys, and

F Thongh the people are mostly negroes of the Kanari
stock, the ruling race js of Arab descent, The shores
and islands of Lake Tohad are inhebited by negro pirates
colled Yeding, or Buddums, to use their Ksnuri name,
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writing-paper bearing the watermarks of Mar-
geilles 01 of London, The mail-clad warriors,
in spite of their black faces, recalled a stato of
gocioty long vanished from Europe, and werein
curious contrast with a enliure—limited, it is
truo, to a fow “1olbas,” or scholms—which went
g0 far a8 to study Aristotle and Plato in Arabie
translations. These books came for the most
part from the Barbary States of the north,
and wore no doubt copies of versions made
centuries ago for the book-loving Moorish
kings of Spain, Irom the same region then
as now—for though Bornu is hemmed in by
“ Sphores of Influonce,” it is still indopendent*
—cloths, yellow slippers, and Korans beauti-
fully wrilten were exporied just as they were in
Leo the African’s day, and, we may be certain,
for centuries before he was born. And such
wag the influence of Tripoli from a religions
point of view, that then—ns is still the case—
knotty points of the law (and the law in those
lands is the letter of the Koran), were often
decided on appeal by the Tripolitan Ulemas
or doetors learned in tho sacred book, the
endless traditions, and the thousand com-
mentarics that have been written on them,
Life in Kuka and the Bornuan towns wonld
therefore have been fairly agresnble but for the
restlessness of the ragged escort that had beon
gent with them from Tripoli, These idlo blades
were not cven nominally under the command
of tho travellers, and practically wore scarcely
controlled by their own eaptain, who in vain
joined his remonstrances to those of the Euro-
penns agninst & propesal now mooted among
them, They were unwilling to return empty-
handed to their homes, and, having no other
capital than their long-barvelled muskets,
determined to seek fortune in a slave rnid
or “ghazziah” in the mountains of Man-
dara to the south of Bornu Seeing that
there was no preventing them and that he
might see some now country, Denham, with
characteristic coutage and a not too delicate

* It g, by Intest acoounts, rapidly deceying. Kulka,
however, hns 5 population of about 60,000, and Ngornu
to the south-east is still more populous and a very
important frading centre.
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genso of the duty he owed to his country,
which was then striving by every means
to discourage the horrors of the slave
trade, resolved to nccompany them, and thus
Ly his presence actually counienance the
wbomination these ruffians wero perpetrating.
Tn Mandara tho land looked so beautiful that
anyone bent on so fiendish an crrand as thoe
Arabs were might have relented in the presence
of the picturesque dells, clothed with gigantic
trees from which & wealth of ereopers swang
in flowing fostoons, and cliffs on which little
villages wore perched like engle-nests, Bus
the raiders had misenleulaled their strength
and thet of the Bornu contingent, even when
aided by the Sultan of Mandars, to whom the
motntaineers wers objectionable. For at the
very first onset they were outnumbered and
ropulsed, and inaneged to reach Kuka in
o woeful plight, short of many with whom
they sot out, and eltogether in & condition
of demoralisation sorely depressing to tho
Bornuese, who at the time of Clapperton’s
visit were in a state of great jubilation over
their recovery {rom the humilistion of the
Fulah yoke under the lendership of the Sheik
Mohammed el-Amin el-Kanemi, who was now
the traveller's host.t The Mandara mountain-
eerst belong to the Musgn stock. Soveral
of their villages were bumnt. But in retwm

+ After Bornu had boon for two years under the Fulahs
the Sultan Ahmed wes ensbled to regnin power by the
help of thiy Faki, fanatic ar sheil, Dumamag, who tue~
oeeded him, was unable to maintain his power, and hed
agnin to be reinstated by the aid of the powerful sheik,
who a8 reward recoived hslf the xevenues of the
kingdom. The nominal sultan, however, got jealous of
his powerfnl ally, who was in consequence compelled to
detbrone hum in favour of his uncle Mohammed, But
this »ui fzinéant proving no more docile than his prede.
oessor, Dumams was reinstated. On the desth of the
Iatter in battle with the Baghirmis, Torahem his brother
became titular sultan, This was the sultan atthe timeof
Clapperton’s visit, though the resl one was the sheik who,
deserting Bornu the old ozpital on the Yoobe, bad builk
Euka—now called Enkawo—the first town having bean
destroyed, for the seat of his soverelgnty, On the death
of the sheik in 1885, Omar, one of his forty-two sons,
beozme snltan in reality, by his rooting ontiall of the old
yoyal stock or Shuwas, His descendants mow govern
Borou.

1 ' Kerdios," or Pogans, is their genarie name
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many of the Arabs and Bornueso were slain
or captured, und both leaders were severely
wonnded, Denham himeolf barely eseaped.
In the rout his horso fell, and the cuemy
wore upon him
almost before
hereenvererd
himself, bul,
having
kept his
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m which he was likely to moet with friends.
Having already roceived several spear-thrusts,
his pursucrs wore spoedily gaining upon him,
and, with the loss of blood fromn the wounds
and the torturo caused Dy the prickly under-
woodl not ouly obstructing his way but
tearing his flesh miserably, would wm all
likelihood hnve been overtaken had not g
mountain stroaw, gliding along at the bottom
of a ravine, saved him, “My strength,” he

?
howd of the bridle, he was cnabled, by
tiing on his adversaries, to again mount.
A seoond fall of the wounded snimal, how-
evor, enabled them to suwrround him His
fute then seonied hopeless, for he was
stripped to the skin, and, preparatory to his
end being discussed, his captors disputed
ovor his arms and clothes. Taking advantage
of their attention being thus distracted,
the hapless prisoner crept under the_ belly
of the nearest horse and fled as fast os
bis legs could earry him in the direction

RUINY O BIRNY, OB GHASR-RGGOMO, THE ANQIDNT CAPITAL

OF THL BORNT EMPIRE.

tells us, “had almost left me, and I seized the
young Lranch issuing from the stump of a
large tres which overhung the ravine, for the
purpose of letting myself into the watar, as
the sides were precipifous, when under my
hand, ag the branch yielded to the weight of
my body, a large ‘liffa; the worst kind of
serpent this country produces, rose from its
coil as if in the very act of striking. I was
horror-struck, and deprived for a moment
of all recollection; the branch slipped from
my hend end I tnmbled headlong into the
water beneath. This shock, however, revived
me, and with three strokes of my arms I
reached the opposite bank, which, with
diffieulty, I orawled np, and then for the first
time felt myself safe from my pursuprs” The
hotly hunted horsemen of his troop were
soon seen, Yet oven then he imight have
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gimply fallen into the hands of another Fulah
party had not a negro, who had already
twico saved his life, mounted him on the
arupper of his own horse and galloped oft
with him. On rogaining the main body of
the Arabs and Bornucse, Denhamn had his
nakedness coverod with a bournous or hooded
cloak. Agnin, howover, he fell from his
horse and swooned, und, but for the kindnoess
of tha nogro who had saved him from the
Trulahs, would have Loen loft to die (Plats 8).

After this discreditable episode in tho history
of British exploration—which areated o cold-
ness between Major Denham and his com-
panions, whe, it is known from private in-
fornation, entively disapproved of his share in
it—the expedition did little for some months,
Indeed, it is open to discussion whether from
that date the good fortune that had hitherto
attended it did not falter. By taking part in
a slaving “ghazziali” the white men had not
only lowered themselves in the opinion of the
natives, who had leen taught to regard the
English a8 the enemies of such enterprises,
and incarred the displensure of the Sheik,
whose advice they had disregarded, but roused
the joalousy of the Fulnh Sultan Bello (p.
225) by making war against his subjects.

The Sheik having left Kuka on a punitive
expedition agninst a rebellioug tribe in the
West, Denhamn and Oudney visited Bimi,
the former capital, now in ruins, intending to
procced to Kabshari on the Gambaru* River,
thero to await his return. Travelling through
o flat country, thinly strewn with acacias,
they came to the viver named, flowing be-
tween steep banks covered with luxuriant
Bl apg  Vogetution and abounding in game,
Gembare.  espocinlly guinea-fowl. Birniteven
in the fow years which had elapsed since il
had been desorted, was fast falling into decay.

* Also oalled the Yeu.

T Also called Ghasr-oggomo, It was founded hy Ali
Ghagideni sbont the year 1180. When Baxth vistted it
in 1852 the pluce was so ubtorly deserted that foresb
grew up o the rnined walls, and of the once teeming
inhabitants not one remained. A poir of ostriches that
Yived among the long grass aovaring the site of the aity
were the only living thinge seen (p. 259).
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It covored n space of five or six miles and 15
seid to have at ono tine contained 200000
inhabitants within its walls of hard vod yick,
The date at which they were told to expect the
Sheik’s arrival boing still some time distant,
the explorers visited in tho memtime the
town of (Jamburu, which takes its name from
the river on which it is sitnated. This was
o favourite residence of the Sheils, and in its
almost imposing buildings of brick former
o remarkable architectural contrast to the
collections of hmnble huts that constitute the
usual towns of Bornu, Around tho walls were
pleasant meadows, well cultivated, and on the
river a service of
boats, which were
continually passing
and repassing to
and from the vil-
lages on the other
side of the stream.

On  returning
from this expedi-
tion the yparty
narrowly  eseaped
falling into the
enemny’s hands. For i
the rebellious tribe
against whom the
Sheik was mareh-

ing had taken i w
advantage of his
slow progress to

lL" -
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advance ond eapture Knbshari, and were at ono
tine quite close to thew, It was thercfore neces-
sary to make the boest of their way buck again,
and, a8 tho public voad was juseenre, they
were compellud (o effect their rotrent through
thickets tanglod with thomy climbers, and
dangerous from the mumorous pitlulls dug
lor the purpese of outrapping  predalory
Teonaregs, until, at the Sheik’s camp, they
met with o kind reeption, and f{or the first
time sinee leaving Tripoli henrd news from
England, by moans of & courier fromn the const.
The reiny season scbting in, the explorers
were reduced very low. Clapperton and Hill-
ajommey AR the carpenter were brought
% Eano,  pear to death from repeated attacks
aof fever, and Dr. Qudney grew daily worse and
worse. All their attendants except one were
ill, and Denham for a time wus the ouly
member of the oxpedition who could render
any assistance to the others, Dry weather
sgain setting in, Clapperton and Oudney were
able, on the 14th of Dacember, 1828, to set oft
on & journey to Kano and the Houssa States
in the company of & trading earavan going in
that direction, leaving Major Denham to re-
toivo the fresh supplies for the oxpedition
that were daily expected and sorely needed.
The journey on which they had now entered
was in many vespects one of the most im-
portant of those that they had yet under-
taken, For, by the observations mude upon
it, they hoped to put ul rest many eondlicting
disenssions and reconcile o host of warring
theories, Unfortunately, Dr. Uudnay was not
destined to see the end of it, C'onseions thak
tho end wns appronching, he told the Sheik
that, as he could not live long, it was better
that he should be travelling about, as he was
nover well when under & roof. Any sudden
ohango of ternperature brought back all the
old fover from which he had suffered during
the rainy season. Thros days efter Christmas
the thermumeter sank s8 low as 45° ab sun-
riso, and the cold at night wes so acute that
it was necessary to light o fire in his tent.
By the 10th of January, 1824, ke was unablo to
ride, and a frame of woud had to Lo laid on
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the back of a camel in order to allow him to
be carried in o prostrato condition. Two days
later, he died in his tent, near Murmur, while
drinking a cup of coffee.

Proceeding alone, Clapperton reached Kano,
& fnmous trading centre of thirty or forty
thousand inhobitants—on estimale gy gy
confirined by Barth, who visited the of Xano.
place more than thirty years later, and has
given the fullest account of it that we posscss,
It is the great emporium of the Houssas, und
is Irequented by ceravens from a long distance,
The bazaar was found well filled with European
goods, and among other ohjects of interest Cap-
tain Clapperton becane the owner of a green
cotton umbrella for three Spanish dollars—
or about twelve shillings—this and similar
articles travelling acvoss the desert by way
of Ghadames, Here also—let us hopo it is so
still—British credit was so sound that several
merchants pressed him to take goods to any
amount, paying themn simply by a bill on the
British eonsul at Tripoli, After receiving all
mamner of hospitality from the governor and
citizens of Kano, Captain Clapperton pro-
ceeded to Sokoto, the capital of the new
Fulah empire, being assured bY g atryor
Bello, the Sultan, at whose in- Soloto.
vitation he came, of the kindest treat-
ment. So far, this magnate redeemed his
promise, but when he began to make pre-
parations for & journey to Yaurl and Nufé
with the intention of trying to solve the world-
old mystery of the Niger, the Sulten grew
colder and finally refused to permit him to
proceed, except ab his own peril, and this also
findly he forbade, the danger to his guest
being too great.

Bello had heard of Denham's cscapade. He
had even books found in his baggage cap-
tured during the slave raid, and put some
awkward questions regarding the business the
white man had in the company of the raiders
inta the Kerdy country. These books,some of
them Major Denhaia's manuscript journals,
wore, howover, roturned, and Bello, who is
dleseribed as & man of great intelligence and -
sorme knowledge, was good enough to declare
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that, though the gifls Clapporton gave him wero
wonderful, the beaver was the greatest curiosity
of then all.  And of all tho things he told
him the most amazing were that scrvants in
Englond were hived for o limited poriod, and
that cven the king’s soldiers were clothed, fod,
and paid.  “Allshu Akbar! God is great!”
cried the Sultan, “You are a Dbowutilul
people:”

I‘m(lmg it inpossible to move the sus-
picious Sultan from his vesolution, after

waiting several weeks, hoping
Joumey to agninst hope, Clapperton took his
Bornil. departure and returned to Bornu,
visiting, on the way back, Zyrmi, the capital
of Zanfarah, and Katsena, or Kashng, a city
aven more colebrated. The former is men-
tioned by Edrisi, the Arab geographer of the
twelfth century. But when Clapperton visited
it~and its fortunes have not improved since
his day—it was a smell though still import-
ant plece, noted as an asylum for thieves
and vagabonds, while fields and thickets
oceupied & considerable portion of the area
within the walls of Katsens. The Fulah
conquest ruined its trade, the caravans going
to Kano instead, while its local mannfactures,
chiofly of leather, were even then growing less
and loss Bul the Touaregs and the merchants
from Tuat end Ghadames still congregated
there to buy figs, nelons, pomegranates and
limes, and to lob and hire camels for tho
Jjourney across the Sehara.

Meanwhile, during this absence s weleome
supply of stores had arrived at Kuks, in charge
of Mr. Tools, & young man whe almost alone
had traversed the long route from Tripoli
to Boran, proving to a certain extent the
Bashaw's boast that the road was as open as
from London to Edinburgh (p. 245). In his
company Denham made an excursion to the
gouthern and eastern shores of Lake Tehad, and
Loginana t0 Logdn on the Shari River, which
Lake Tehad. discharges its waters by many
mouths into the lake. Logdn is a populous
conntry, inhabited by an industrious and
partiolly civilised race, possessing o netallic
currency, in the shape of thin plates of iron
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not unliks the tips with which racchorses
are shod. It is not considored etiquotie to
sposk out ; heneo there is always & diftienlty
in eatching tho sound of a well-brod gentle-
man’svoico  Hut besides the metallic curvency
—about threo hundrod picces of which are
oqual in value to o dollnr—Logén has another
of the luxuries of civilisation in the shapoe of
Stock Exchange gamblers, Kvery Werlnos-
day tho valuo of the “ cireuluting medium ” is
sottled by proclamnation, and speculations ave
made by Bulls and Bears in anticipation of
its vise and fall It may be remarked thas
when the Sultan is a buyer tho eurrency is
usuelly announced to be high, but when his
taxes are due it secins suddenly to fall below
par.

An invesion of the Baghirmis forced the
oxplorers to hasten back to Kuka. But hefore
being able to reach that city, Mr. Toole,
worn out with his exertions and the want of
proper modical aid, sank and died on the
26th of February, 1824, at Angala, near the
southern extremity of the lake. This was
the last of the explorations made by this
important cxpedition ; for in & few days
Clapperton returned, and then, on the 16th
of August, the survivors took up their return
march to Tripoli, which they peroen 4o
entered on the 26th of Jannary, Tripol
1825, aftor completing what was in some
respects the most important journey since
Mungo Park’s day, if, indeed, it did not sar-
poss, both in extent and in the amount of
fresh information it brought back, that famons
adventurer's rnid into the unknown.

Many travellers have since that day started
from and returned to this old crmmbling
Borbary town that we have so frequently
mentioned, It is, nevertheless, perhaps more
difficult at the present time to complete
the jowmneys which they ade than it was
in 1824, religious fapaticism and political
jenlousies—not to mention the injudicious
acts of Buropean travellers—having made
the Sghara and tho lands beyond it loss
friendly to “Christians” than they were in
more placid times,
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Clapperion’s Sgoond Expedition—Ntart from Badagry—Desth of Dr. Dickson—Return of 3y, James and Death aé
Whydah—Reture and Death of Dr, Morrison—Denth of Cnptain Pearce—~The Yorubs Country—The
Blundishments of the Widow Zuma—DBuesa nnd Park’s Death~-Sokoto and the Sultan Bello—Death of
Clapperton—Richard Lander, his Servant, makes his way to the Coast with the Stares and Reoords of the
Expatition—The Amenities of Badagry and the Portuguese Slave Dealers—TLander is Trled Ly Oideal—
Returns to Englend-Neemmd Expodition of Richard and John Lander—Richad Lender's History—The
Niger Theories—Ielehard's and MeQueen's Views—Rench Bussa—Descent of the River-—A Rude Reoception—
Black Brigands and o White Rulflan—The End of an Old Story and the Beginning of a New onse—The Denth
ol Richard Lander and the Dawning of Niger Uommerce.

Masor Dexttas* and Willinm Hillmon the
arpentor figure no more in Ariean explora-
tion. Captain (lapperton, however, was des-
tined to meet o more twmgic end.  Nettled
thut he shonld have been within five days’
journey of the Niger and yet linvo failed to
sen it, he hnd searcely resteld from his toil
in England than he determined to retwrn and
cotaplete that part of his journey out of which
the stubbornness of Belle had clicated him.
He found the British Government in no way
disinlined to listen to his propossls, Bello
had sent the most Hattoring complimeuts to

* Thenbais redolved the customary vewird of tho office-
explorer, He was appointed Soperintendent of

the King, with an expression of his cagerness
to open up » commercial intercourse with the
British traders on the Wost Const, which, wers
it accomplished, scomed certsin to end by
solving tho Niger problem.

Clapperton, now raised to the rank of
Commander—he had been no higher than
Lisutenant previously—was accordingly se-
lected for the hend of anothor expedition.
Captain Peareo, of the Royal Navy, was ap-
pointed sccond in command, and conjoined
with him wove Dr. Morrison, o Naval surgeon,
and Dr. Dickson, a Scotsman, who had for
nany yonrs practised medicine in the West
Indies, whilo Bichard Lander, a young Cornish-
man-—who in a fow years was to surpass all of
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DEATH OF DR. DICKSON

them in reputation, and to dis cven wnore
tragieally—accompanied Captain Clapperton
as his personal servant

Suiling in August, 1825—two months after
the former expedition had reached England,
and while the dobilitating oftoets ot the
African climato had not wom off—the Bight
of Benin was chosen as the most suitable spot
in which to Lreak new ground, under the
belief, now growing iute a certainty, that tho
Niger flowed into the Atlantic sowewhere in
the vicinity of the Gull of Guinea. Badagry, a
starsror  fow milos to the west of what is
Badegty.  now tho Dritish colonisl tuwn of
Tagos, was the poiut from which they took
their departure, intending to resch Bokoto:
and then, after paying Lheir respecls to
Bello, to return to the Niger and descend
that river to its termination Dr Dick-
son had proviously been landed s Whydal,
on the Dahomey coast, with the intention
of penetrating north to Jonné. Reaching
Abomey, the capital, ho was furnished Ly the
megro king with s ewort of one hundred
men as for as Shay, where the Dahomeyan
mongrel’s authority ended.  Fever had, how-
ever, plrendy attecked hiw, and, it is foared,
the iritating effects of the hoat were not
favourable to tho temper of a man who had
boen accustomed to regnrd negroes simply as
slaves, and not, as were those new with him,
free warriots, masters of their own country.
At ll events, ufter going two daye’ jowmey
from Shar, & serious misunderstanding, which
hag never been explaiucd, led to his life
being threatened Ly the chief of the escort,
This so violently exasparated Dickson that
be attempted to throtle the man, who,
calling his followers to his assistance, fell
Deathana UponR the unfortunate white and
@sease.  Lilled him, Mr. James, an English
tender from Whydal, who had accompanied
bim part of the way, lived to return to that
lace, where, after a few days, he died of
dysentery, though there were long suspicions
that he had been quietly put out of the way
by old Antonio Da Souzn, then at the height
of his prosperity as a slave-merchant (p. 75),
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and naturelly ill-disposed to British expedi-
tions the avowed objoct of which was to stop
the luerative branch of commerce in which
he was engaged.

Clapperton’s party wero scarcely more
succossful : for searcely had thoy left the
coast before the dendly climate of that portion
of Africn bogan to claim its vietims, After
sloeping for a night in the open air, they were
all attacked hy malarious fever, which so
weakened them that Morrison had to vetwm,
only to die on his way to tho coast: and

P

RICHARD LANDER,

I |

(Fiom @ Prlut)

though Pearce struggled on, he too soon
dropped by the way. Clapperton was now
alone, except for the ecompany of his intelli-
gont servant, whose light-heartedness and
devotion to his master velieved many of the
sad hours that wers to follow. In the
populous and fertile Yoruba country they
were boyond the siokly belt that encircles
so much of Africa. Here their main troubles
wore the anxiety of the king to keop the white
men inhis capital and the somewhat obtrusive
attentions of n wealthy widow-—faf, close on
forty, but not fair—who, nfier in vain trying
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to induee the master to sharo her riches, en-
ohe Toxubs, eavoured, with no hetter wreess,
sustsy, i win the love of the man, Zima,
the lady i question, was the widow of an
Arb in “the ¢ity of Wow Wow,” und had
Lven loft so well oft by her lnte lord that a
thousund slaves owneld her as their misteess,
and she had treasues Desides that enabled
her to live in rewnl splendour.  She had,
even bofore the whire men'’s nrrival, aspired
to the throne by heading an aried rebellion
of her vassals, though, pussibly owing to her
charnis—excessive corpulence being amongst
the Arabs the eiiterion of beauty—the lady
wag pardoned after o couple of days im-
prisonment.  Yorubs is still vory isoluted, its
traflic being not so much with the coast as
with the caravans through the desext, the
“tarbooshes” or red-caps of Vienna, transported
no less than two thousand miles across the
Soharn, inding still—as they did when Rohlfs
visited Horin in 1867—a regular market in
places not over 130 miles from the Bight of
Benin. Climate alone—as Mr. Millson romorks
~-ond the © African coda of ethies, ‘sn to deal
with others as thon wouldst thyself hope to
avoid being denlt Ly, ” do not alone suffico to
provent the entrance of European eomnerce
from the Atlantie ; though sinee the Beitish
have heen at Lagos, and the Niger has, throngh
o long streteh of its lower waters, beconse an
English river, this stato of matters is lkely
tvbeenme every year less and lessrwrked, The
Dahomey war raids on the outlving towns of
Yorubs, and the veaseless jehad” of the
Mohummedun tribes on the north, paralyse the
natural commereial instinet of the inbabitants
oand close the trade routes every mow and
again.  Bub now, as in Clapperton's day, the
Yorubss are a race of furmers, in 4 finely
cultivated conntry, wheve gnme is seavee an
toent and milk are eomparative luxnries ; and
as the oil-palin does not flourish a¢ more
than 100 or 150 miles from the roast, the
boginess that supplanted the shive trule is
not Iverative in the inland kingdowm. The
soareity of milk is exenplified m & curious
oustom.  Childven not being cesily reaved on
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the produce of their father's farm, the mother
retires for two or three years to her parents’
home, ocenpies the room in which she dwelt
as o maiden, and devotes herselt entirely to
her child, and inmany cases ceases to be main-
tainod by her husband, who meanwhils goes
on marrying and attending to the cultivation
of the soil. The result of the system is, how-
evor, o domand for more women than the
country can supply, and consequently a suc-
cession of inter-tribal raids, nndertaken for
the purposc of obtaining wives to replace
those who are scattered over the kingdom
engaged in nuvsing their families of one, In
those days Yorube was pretty much what it
is still Then, as now, in shat port of Wost
Africa, the sloping terraces and rocky ranges
that buttress up the great plateau of Central
Africa for some eighty or a hundred miles
inland fiom the Guinca Coast were, for the
most part, the homes of fetish-worshipping
negro pagans, who, by the aid of muskets
lLought from the Enropeans and the rugged
natore of their coumtry, keep at bay the
Mohammedan eavalry of the Soudan. Yet even
they are yielding to the pressure from the
North, and of late to the insidions efforts of the
followers of the Senoussin, that fanatical sect of
the desert who have seitled in their midst in
the guise of peaceful merchants or travelling
charm-sellers. The coast tribes—those settled.
in the broken country within a hundred miles
of the shores of the Guif of Guines, from the
Searcies River to the mouth of the Niger—
nwmber about 12,000,000, divided by vaciel
md inter-tribal slave wars into almost in-
nummerablo sopts; those at a distance from the
ports aro kept from trading to the ses by their
brethren who have the advantage of position,
and they are ot the same tima subjected to &
stendy prossure of conquest from the North
The fertility of their land and their rapidity
of inorease alane save them from destruction.®
The ancient kingdom of Yoruba, through
which Clapperton and his lmmblo friend

* Millson, Proccedings of the Rupal Geographlest

Speloty, 1881, pp. 578, 679; Moloney, [hed., 1860, 7p.
596-814.
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passed towards the Niger, was one of thoso
grent tribal divisions (pp. 256, 260, 261).
Tumours of war compelled them to doviate
from their intended route to Nupé, and so, by
somne strange chance, they made the
Nile at the Bussa Rapids (p. 205),
close to the place whore Park and
his companions wero killed. Instoad, how-
avor, of Leing received with unfricndliness, or
aven guspicion, the people and their chiofs
vied with each othor in showing them kind-
noss. The Sultan of Yauri, hearing of their
advance, sent soven eanocs laden with pro-
visions for theilr acceptance, and a requost
that they would visit his capitel On the
subject of Park’s denth thoy were, howover,
very raticent, seewning to be ashamed of the
part they or their companions had taken in
it, trying, of cowrse, to shift the blame from
themselves to some other tribe or people, so
that it is very doubtful whether tho story
they told is to be accepted as even approsim-
ately true. They declared that Park and
his companions were nistalen for Fulahs,
whose conquering raids wers just then arous-
ing fear all over that region. If the ne-
count given to Barth (p. 218) was correet, this
is not improbable, though in all essentinl
patticulars they substantiated the account
given by Amadi Fatuma (p. 217): yel tho
fact that two of the slaves who survived
the mnossacre were then at Buossa, but
werg cavefully kept from commmnicating
with the travellers, scarcely confirmed the
favourable impression this story wag intended
to convey. Ona sequel the people added to
what was olveady known of the tragedy
which is sufficiently striking, After Pak’s
vessel had been pillaged and the floating
property recovered by the Bussa people, there
was for days and nights nothing but feasting
and rejoicing. But suddenly, in the midst of
these revels, a strange infectious disease broke
out in the city, and spread with such virulence
that the Sultan and many of his subjects
perished, and it was noticed that those who
had been most active in the desfruction of
tho strangers were cut off to & wan—all of

Bussa and
Park'a
Death.
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them expiring in great agony. Naturally it
wis concluded that this was the vengeance of
the white men's gud  As such it was eon-
sidered by all the neighbonring tribes, and
the Bussa people, from that duy wuntil the
period of which we speak, were everywhere
stigmatised a8 an sceursed 1mee who hed
been guilty of n crime heinous in the oyes
of Heaven, “Do not hurl white men,” had
become & maxim among the Niger folk; * for
if you do, you will perish like the peopls of
Bussn 1"

From Dusse, the travellers’ route lwy
across Nupé and the Houssn States to Kano
and Sokoto, where they naturally expoeted
to weet with n kindly reception from Clapper-
ton’s old friend Sultan Bello. At Sokoto,
however, thoy had avrived just when the
Bornuese and tho Fulahs had gone to war,
and it secmed as if the empire founded by
Bello's father wore on the eve of disruption,
These troubles in no way inclined the
suspicions Sultan to his new
visitors, or rolieved his tnind of Deathof
groundless Leliofs as to their @ePFerion
motives in entoring the country. Imitated
over the daily rebuffs he mot, ancl disappointed
ab finding it impossible to obtain pernission
to do anything, Clapperton, who for long had
been far from robust, now broke down entively,
and on the 13th of Apil, 1827, wenkened by
repoated fovers, disd in the arms of his fithful
servant, Knowing how rendily poison is em-
ployed in those regions to remove incom-
veniont porsons—orsenic umong the Moors
is quite an instrument of diplomacy—it was
beliaved in England thut Bello had compassed
Clapperton’s death, But therc is no longer
any reason for holding this opinion.

Lander was now the last white man of the
expedition left. His duty done, he hud to
meke the best of his way home with the
papers and other property of the expedition.
But, anxious to try to carry out the object
of his master's mission, ho determined, ingtead
of taking the voute ncross the dosert, as Bello
advisod bim, and indeed as Clapporton when
dying thought would be safess for him, to txy
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to trace the Niger from Fundah to the sea.
1t this, howover, he fill.  The rainy season
had set it und travel was difficult.  Bello,
moraover, displuyed no anxioty to help him.
Indecd, he found it hud to get away from
Sukoto without being stripped of all the
proporty of the expedition. Howover, in
due time he rearhed Kano (p. 264), whence he
started southwards to rench the Niger, which
ho Lelieved flowed in that divection.

Being, however, disappuinted in this search,
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gometimes indeed “howling so dreadfully”
ot seeing him that the horse on which he
rode trembled with fear.  But this .,

was only their way of congratulat- amenttles of
ing the traveller on his safe return, "%
At Wow Wow he expected to renew his
friendship with the widow Zuwwa, But to
keep both of them out of harm’s way to him,
Sultan Mohnmmed had imprisoned the lady
whose mmbition in life was to marry a white
man. Every day, however, sho sent » slave

MOHAMMEDAK SCHOOL, YORUBA.
(From o Photopaph by the Iev. J, T. F. Haollugey.) '

he roturned to Kano, and thenee made his
way back to Badagry by much the some route
thot he and Clapperton had followed the
your before, arriving there on the 2ist of
November, 1827, “The Little Christian,” as
Tander from his diminutive stature was called,
ubounded in tact and good-nature, and made
friends at all pointe. Tlwoughout the routs
to the coast he wos roceived with kind-
negs, the people overywhere weleoming him
badk with vociforous expressions of plaasure,

with gifts for Lander, and every evening the
mossenger sang songs in her honour. The
treveller was naturally gratified at these
testimonies of esteem from so wealthy » dame.
But his self-complacence was o little hurt
by being overtaken on his road by the slave,
who, in the name of her mistress, begged
that, since it was not possible to wed the
white man who had just left, he would send
sorae other one—anyone—villing to become
her spouse snd to dethrone the villainous
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old Bultan who had treated her so despite-
fully.

At Badagry the native king vacated his two-
storey bamboo hut in order to aecormnodate
him, But here ended the civilitics to which
Londer was becoming accustomed:; for tho
Portuguese in the place, jonlous of the
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(alling one day on a slave-merchant—and
the incident may be rolated as a type of the
treatient ho received—he found the doaler
in human flesh at breakfast, Wheaten wlls,
ten, and sugnr were before him, all luxuries
that for many months had been strangers
to his visitor, who, forgelting good mamners

fept,
“ﬁ.FHL‘Tﬂ‘

VICW OF ESE ADD, YORUDA * TAKEN FROM A EOCX 30 FLLT ABOVD THE TOWN.
{From o Photopragh by the Rev. J. 7. F. Holligey)

British, who were now meking the dlave
trade, by which cverybody in Badegry lived,
more and more difficult, treated the oxplorer
with the scantest of courtesy. They tried
indeed to persuade the king and his people
thet it would bo necessery to kill Tander,
asserting that he was & spy sent by the
British Government and, if suffered to Jeave
the town, would return with numbers of his
counfrymen and enslave its inhabitants.

in the sharpness of his appetite, proceeded to
help himself withont being formally invited.
The retort he received, however, effectually
eured him of any further longing after the
good things before him. “Senhor Englishman,”
wag the stom reproof, “stay your hand for
» moment, if you please. You have three
fine slaves in your possession, for esch of
whom I will immediatcly pay you one
hondred dollars, snd also send you as many
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wheaten eakes as will serve you tor a twelve-
menth,  But, unless you consent to this pro-
posal, you will have neither wlls nor tea of
wine, I onssure you!” Unable to stay his
hunger at the expense of the poor Dlacks
who had Deew the fuithinl cowpanions of
his pilgrimage, the indignant Briton bestowed
ont the Porugnese the most contemptuons
epithety in his vocabulary, and, repoiring to
lus own hut, broke his fast it the content-
ment engenderrd by duty done on a little
hoiled maize meal mixed with palm-cil  Rtll
determined to see whether Tauder could
not bo indueed tu part with the negrocs, the
Portuguese trader, affecting to regard the
previous remcontre as & piece of * English
phlegm,” sent him o loaf of bread, a cheose,
and a botile of Euglish porter, articles
which he bad dremnt of in the interior, but
never expected to partnke of in Afrien,
Tinding, nevertheless, that the Briton was
not to be pexsuaded to violate at once the
laws of his country and the dietates of his
congcience, the mbble of Portngnese in this
vile spot, now a town of sume 13,000 people
on the Lagos Lagoon, and part of the British
Colony of that nume, tried to incite the
feaxs of the mative sovoreign—for in those
days the place was independent, the Portu-
guese Leing there solely on sufferance—with
& view to compnssing his destruetion. He
wns necused of plotting against the king, and
compelled to clear himself by the ordeal of
drinking “bitter water,” his innocence or
guilt being indieated by the fact of whether
he recovered from the offect of the droughs
or, as ususlly happens, died under tha poison,
By good Iuek, cither through the strength of
his sonstitution, the sonnivance of the fatish-
aen, or somie wiore occult renson, the traveller
left the fetish-house nothing the worse, with
the result that, in tho revalsion of feeling in
his favour, he, who n few hours before was
necusad of high crimes and misdemesnonrs,
wis now regarded as something not much
less than & god, to whom gifts of overy sort
wete fo be affered, end favours of every
description were dua

THE STORY OF AFRICA.

Of the wmany forms of «tvial by ordeal "—
which is one of the oldest and most widespread
of jndicial superstitions—porhaps  oa vy
the most charncteristic is that just — ordeal
indicated, It is peeuliar to West Afriea, and
prevails to the most marked extent on the
tiuinen Uoasl.  The so-callod « red water " is
o decoction of the inner bask of ono of the
mimosas, which, when taken in sufficient
(uantity, is emetic. If, on the contrary, the
person condemned to drink it gets dizzy, he
is eoncluded to be guilly, pelted with stones,
and even (ragged over the rocks until he is
dead.  The Calabar bean (p. 275), the mbundu
root, and the tanghinia nut (p. 263) are still
more virulent, and, as the {etish-man who pre-
pares them has it in his power to make tho
ordeal-duink strong or woak, emetic or deadly,
this individusl is believed to make the most
of his quasi-official position. Perhaps, when
Soerates was ordered to drink the hemlock
juice he was merely submitting to one of
tho requivements of the ancient trial by
ordenl ?

But this “proof” of Lande’s innoconee,
though it acquitted him in the cyes of the
notives, did not sectve him favour from the
Portugnese. They still reviled him and oven
tzied to murder him, o villainy not difficult to
perpetreto in & town where there wos no law
suve that of the savage king, whose idoas
of the sanctity of life may be gathered from
this fact which the traveller witnessed during
his enforced stay in this typiesl Guines
village. One morning he was woke up by un-
earthly shrieks close to the royal # palace” in
which he lived. Looking out, ho found that
the cries proceeded from eight women, wives
of the king, who were being dragged off to
exccution for the crime of having spoken
theiv minds too freoly to their lovd, only sn
hour before. A fowmoments later their throats
wero out—n wmork of distinetion accorded
only to the king's favourites—and next morn-
ing their bodies were scen hanging to the
fetish-tree outside the village. Murder in
this place was scarcely considered o cyime—
the killing of a slave not even a misdemesnour.
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RETURN OF LANDER

Wheitever
the market
tor slaves
was slack
—antl the
British
cruisers mnterfored
sorely with the
freedom of thuw
branch of trade—
the king, tned of
keoping a spocies
of live stock that

“ont off then
hoads” m the
bariacoons, pio-

cecded to thm
out the old and
sickly, and then
to toss them into
the river The
slaves rejected by
the  merchants
were decreed the
same fate, when
they wero nol reserved to enduro more
poignant torture at the saciifices by which, as
in Dahomey, hundreds of hwuman beings weie
in those drys desiroyed every year

The fetish-lnt was decorated with the skulls
of theso vietims, and around the fetish-tice
where these butcherias went on the an was
contmually fetid with the decajing corpses
strewn around, on which flocks of obsconc
vultues were gorging ravenously. Skeletons
in every stage of fragmentariness swayed m
the branches of. the troe, and the ground was
thiek with sknils and bones, silont witnesses
to the abominations of what 1 still not the
most enlightened of Brmtish colonial towns,
but less than seventy yenrs ago was like a
hundred other spots along the West African
shore, a dark place full of “the abodes of
horrid cruelty *

At last Tander got off, after having o
nerrow escape of teking passage on bonrd
& Spenish vessel which he afterwmds
loatned was & noted pirate commanded by

TANGHINIA NOT
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e atiable person whose wtention, uftor
soctiimg the propeity the Englishman was
supposed o possess, was to mnake Beurn of
hun “walk tho plank.” Even on lenderto
bomd the Butish man-ofwa by *%&ad
which he eventiully 1eached lus native Jand
the lot ot the man who had audnied so
wuch and deserved so well was not the most
agicoable  The captamn, forgettmg that the
day Lander 1cceived the hemtage of his
master’s tash had “gentled his condition,”
would fan have st huu to perform a menial
task  But, as he puts 1t with playtul nony,
“Clonld I, who had so 1ecently shaken hands
with majesty, and lodged 1 the palace of
kings ; who had been waited on by the Queen
ot Bussa, and walhed dehghted with proud
prncesses of Nupé: could I, who might have
bacome the mastex of a thousand slaves, and
lond of the high-mmded and lovely Zums,
who had been sobeited to wed the daughter
of o mughty monach, as well as become
premier of hus couneils and comrnandes-in-
chief of his armies could Iso suddenly fall
from the toweimg elevation to which my
consequence had rased o, forget all my
dignity and all my laurels, and desvend to the
menial, g10velling oceupation of washing the
filthy eyes ol twtles?* Sutely, no  Bug for
tho fust time T felf that I was smong my good-
for-nothing countiymen , that the astonshing
¢ Nassarah Corzamee’ T of Africa, the god, the
prophet, the onchantor, had degenerated mto
tho sunple Richaid Lander of former years;
that all my glory and all my consequence had
vamshed mto thin an *

Even on mriving in London howas taken
for what he was not, for a Jew, seeing lus long
beard—then sn unwonted spectnele—insisted
on thinking that he was o co-1ehgromst hom
Jomsalem §

* This was the duty assigned hum by the umopme-
olative Captan Pumehase, of the Lsk sloop of war

T Lattls Christian ¥

% “Records of Captain Clupperton’s last Expedition to
Atuee, by Richard Innder, His Fathful Atteadant, and
tha only Surviving Member of the Expedition with
the subrequent Adventures of the Author” 2 vols,
(1830)
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Tn England, howover, the “ Faithtul Atiend-

ant of Captain Clupperton,” as he styled
himself, was no longer a serving-man, He
had known what it was to oboy, andl had
proved that he knew also how to command.
The briof eaveer of this remmkable youth, who
in the vourse of a tew yoais played so notable
& purt in African discovery, is for its romantic
incidunts only equolled by that of Caillié.
Born in 1804 at Trure in Cornwall, Richard
Leruon Lander was one of the six children of
a small iradestnan, unable to give his boys
more then the slender elucation then con-
gidered suitablo for persons in their con-
dition. Even this the lad d not teke full
advantage of, being too fond of roaming about
from place to place, shoring in the adven-
tures of the village youth, nud listoning to the
wonderful tales of foxejgn parts that seamen
bad to tell. However, by the time he was
aleven Bichard Lander was out mn the world
earning his broad, having nt that age * accom-
panied o mercantile gentleman to the West
Indies” in tho capacity of page Returning
in thren yenrs, he served ns footmman or valet to
various Englishmen in France and other Con-
tinental countries, in South Afrtea and in
Engtand, until he was engaged in a similar
oapacity Dby Captain Clapperton. Thus,
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though not book-learned he was not without
cducation of a Jnd that schools canmnot
supply.

His African slory, except for ats pathetic
nspeet, did not, however, arouse gieat intorest.
The 1epeated failures, and tho Relchard sud
saerfice of many lives i making Moqueen:
these journeys fron: which so little jRromair
substential benetit was reaped, were
bringing the country fom the hot en-
thusinsm of a fow years earhor to the cold
stage at which it remained for many years
aftorwards. Even the nation af large were
more interested in the adventures of Arctic
than of Afriean explorexs, half of whom seemed
to die and leave the remaining moiety to bring
home thefr jomnals, which, after all, told how
they were always going to but mever did
manage to solve the problem of the Niger
mouth. Geographers, howover, began to see
light mera clearly than before. By o process
of exhaustion, the courso and month of the
river that had been so often reached and
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never traced wore confined within compara-
tively narrow limits, Then thoy began to
recall the theory of Herr Reichard of Wei-
mar, an armchair geographer, who as far
back as 1808 had broached the view that
the Niger reached the Atlantic in the Gulf
of Guines, through s delta of which the
Rio del Rey and the Rio Formosa were
respectively the eastern and wostern branches,
At the time this view—which in less
than twenty-four years was proved to be
substantially correct—was scouted with un-
warranted unanimity by those who had
adopted different opinions: Mannert, an emin-
ent colmnentator, to whose fame time has
been unkindly, declaring that it was contrary
to all Nature, Another geographer; who,

thongh he had never soen the Niger, had
the advantage of reading the facts about it
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without being under bonds to accept any of
the current conclusions, srrived at much
the same inferences from more extended
data than his German compeer. This was
Junes MeQueen, a Scotsmen, who in the
course of his life as o West Iudin plaater
had conversed with slaves from the banks
of the Niger—one of them, a Mandingo,
having actually rowed Park across the mys-
terious river. Revicwing on his return home
all that had been gathered since Park’s day,
he also showed, by & train of sound rensoning,
that in the Bights of Biafra and Benin was
the outlet of the Niger, and that this river
wos in the doys to come to be one of the
great highways of British commerce. The
idea. was thon most unreasonably regarded as
the drean of a dreamer, for « the authorities”
were still wrangling over Renmell’s iden that

v
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the “river disappeared’in somé- Contral .
Afvican “sink” evaporated under ‘the
torrid suns of the tropies; that it jeined
the Nile and contributed its water to the
Mediterranean or aven that~—sll that .
had been” said by, Park and dome by
Tuckey notwithstanding—its actuqi\. tors
mination was in the, Congo.. Bt as”
MoQuéen, after & chequeretl carcer, lived
_ for half & centuiry Jater, not-only o see
the Niger traced to its-mouth, but to-
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weleome Livingstono, and Speke, anel Grant,
and Durton, and Baker, and to hear of Stanley
and Cimeron—ost of whom wete not born
when e first bronehed his theory in 1520—the
Tast of the old sehool of Afiean grographoers
desorves o bigher place in the world's memory
than ds generation acenrdied him,

But when Rivhard Lowder camo howe in
1825 anl offered to Govoermuent to return and
complete what was still loft undene, Reichard
and Me(feen were names very frequently in
men’s months,  Govermment were, however,
spothetie, aml the terms they were finally
induced to offer Richard and his Drother
John—a better-educated man than himscl,
whom he had smitten with a love of Afriea—
were pour compared with those which had
been promised to sowe of their predeves-
sors, Howcver, the Landers were not self-
seekors, and when they landed at Badagry on
the 22nd March, 1830, to retrace that eourso
to the Niver which one of them had alrendy
twice followed, they were inspired by any
feslings but those of pocuniary reward, They
woro smitten by what another Niger explover
calls the * mesmerie infiuence ™ which attects
aliko those who have once visited Afviea ov
the Aretie regions, At Eyeo, after following
much the same route as Clapperton hnd done
and Richard Lander had taken on his veturn
journey, the brothers were comprlled to strike
more to the morth, reaching ths Niger at
Russa three nouths after leaving the const,
At Bussp—a point now familinr as the
limits of stenra mnavigation from the sea—
they found some books amd guus that
bad belonged to Park; but the traveller's
papers had disappeared, and, # may be ndiled,
have never been recovered. Why (lapperton
when ot Busse three years betore dil not
descend the river has never been fully ex-
pleined, and why he went to Noketo in an
opposite dirsetion is equally mysterious, for
the native declaxation that anyone descending
the Niger would be killed was not likely
to scare & man of his type. Evidently he
wished to deliver the King of England’s
message to the Sulian Bello, and secure his
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powerful aid before venturing on that voyage,
and, filing to obtain it, died of fever and
vesation DLefore he had time to make the
effort without that whimsical despot’s per-
1uission,

The Landers were, however, determined not
to full into the same mistake, The “ King ” of
Yuurd, having consulted the “ Dark Water,”
as ho ealled the Niger,* and found the oracle
favourable, the oventful voyage was begun
with no more imposing flotilla than two
canocs.  Bub the river, so the fetish-men
had declared, promised to take cere of the
white men, Yaurl experience of that class
of porsonages being by this time that they
would be apt to take uncommonly good eare
of themselves, though therc was no harm in
giving the river all the eredit it was capable
of corrying. For a time the course lay
through a cultivated country, where the
voyagers expetienced nothing except hospital-
ity, their wants being bountifully supplied,
and their parting sped with best wishes for
e happy ending among their countrymen at
the solt water. Sunken reefs were, how-
over, an ever-present danger which rhg gsgoent
they had to cxercise vigilonee to of the rivar
avuid; and at places the swilt current often
ran thom perilously near those jagged rocks
that reaved their crests just above the sur-
face of the river, now lower than during the
rainy season.  For two months the white
men and their native followers paddied
through calm renches, or were swept along in
the awiftor narrow whore the river contracted
its channel as it forced its way through some
mountain range, like that now hearing the
name of Bennell, All was new then. Tt is
familier enough nowadays to the student of
African geography (pp. 106-7), and is likely

* Bo Lunder puts it ; but, as we have already noted, the
word “Niger” has nothing to do with the Latin for
black. It is most probably a word of Berber origin,
thongh at Bussa the river is oalled the Joliba, Ameng
the many names for it (p 108) may be mentioned Mayo,
Isa, Kaki'nruwa, and N-egheradn, from the last of
whioh Barth derives the word Niger, But all of them,
Itke Jolibn (Dhifliba) and Kwona {Quorrs), mean nothing
mora than " the river.”
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before another centnry ends 1o he as well
charted as the Mississippi or tho Nile. For
steamers now churn a large extent of the
gtroam, above and below Bussa, over which
its pioneor navigators skinnued little more
than sixty years ago (1831) in such peril and
suspense, never knowing what the next hour
or the next bend might bring forth, Dy-
and-by it seemod as if the long voyage was
drawing to & close, Every day the country
got loss baro, and tho river expanded into
broad roaches, flowing almost impercep-
tibly betweon banks mo longer steep, or
mountains roflected in the placid water
Vegetation beenmo ranker and the forests
largor and densor aud more luxurisnt. Vast
gtrotches of rich soil wera covered with huge
troes gratelu! to shelter under, bui from which
a sickly miasma arose ns tho evening closed
in. Crocodiles and hippopotami and water-
fowl nlso grew more and more nuimerous, and
by-and-by villages of naked black people
peeped from tnder the paln-trees. Instead
of the stately, though sometimes insincere,
eourtesy of the Moslems of the upper river, the
voyagors had now to deal with rude pagans
who knew no hospitality, asnd—except whero
here and there women and slaves cultivated
patches of yams and sugar-canes—scarcely
any industry.

Canoes incrensed in number as they sailed
onward, and, as it was clear thal the new
peoples among whom they had arrived were
savages of the rudest description, and possibly
cannibals in addition, every moment was now
crowded with anxiety. Their paddle-men
began to exhibit a foar hitherto unknown,
and, but for the firmnsss of the whites, would
fain have returned. That their fear was not
without foundation events soon proved too
fully. They were now in a region more
swamp than dry land (p. 107), the viver
dividing into the many branches that crawl
lazily through the greai delta formed by the
mud it has for ages poured into the sen, Evi-
dently they were approsching the Atlantic,

. Ove day the sign was a cocon-nut, o kree never

found far from galt water; another morning
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o sea-gull flow overhead, and Lefoxre many
hours people were obsorved on the banks
woaring picces of Euvopean falnies, At last
o negro in a soldier’s costee—and nothing
elsc—ocalled out, “Hollo, you Englishmun,
you come here!” The “Tittle ('lristian”
was evidontly no longer a natural curiosity.

anr

MAP OF THE LANDERS' WOUTE.

One motning they no-
ticed some ftifiy lavgo
canoes paddling up the
river just in front of them
(p. 269), and on several of them flew the Union
Jack, in addition to white flags on which were
painted figures of a man's le@y e iger
chairs, tables, decanters, glasses, mouthsare

. v reachof:
and other devices equally suggestive Biack
of a long familiarity with the staple PNl
of & Guinen Cosst factory. The rflan
people on board wera dressed in Furopean
clothing—trousers excepted, these being re-
served as one of the insignia of kings, common
people having to be content with pocket-
hendkerchiefs as & substitute. As the canoos
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camo cluser it was seun that the black crews
were arinaid to the teeth. and that monmted on
little platforms was a hattery of six-pommeders,
Tt was & war-party, and in o fow minutes the
Landors and their men woere, wirk their hage-
eige, in the hunds of those whamn a short
time eaelier they weve so rejuived at soving.
The people were Eboes, and hadd it not, been
for the remenstimnce of some Mohammedan
miarnbonts who, in the midst of these rude
paguns, sided with the Christians as worship-
pors of Allah, it might have gone budly with
thow. In the end, however, the privoners
were taken to the Eboe king aud wero
ransnmed from him, for the value of twensy
slaves, by King Doy of Bruss, who happened
to be staying with his brother potentate,
an advance which Lander agreed to repay Ly
means of a “book” or Lill, and, I addition,
to present King Boy with goods to the value
of fifteen slaves, as some acknowledgment of
his trouble, As an English trading vessel
wag just then lying in the Brass River, and
the natives, not having been quite so fre-
quently cheated ns they were at n later date,
Lad foll contidence in British honour, they
uever fur n moment doubted that the Lill
would be duly honoured. But in this the
black men were mistaken,  The master of the
vessel turnod out to be an advanced specimen
of the pemsonage who in after yoms was
widely known in the Niger Delta as o “P.OR,”
—Palm Gl Ruftian,  For just as the weary
pxplorers heard the glad thunder of the
Atlantic outside the bar and knew that
they had won an immortality of fume, they
set foot on the deck of an English ship to
lenrn that they and their mission were nlike
unknown. Four sailors had just died of fover,
four more were sick in their hawmocks, and
the captain, judging from his temper, was in

o very bad way indeed. 1t wos in vain that,

Lander represented that, as the expedition was
& (fovernment one, no risk whatover was run in
handing vver to King Boy the goods promised.
A tornado of oaths was the only reply, “ He
was no fool,” was this ruffian’s opinion of him-
self, ~and, so far ns ke was concerned, the white
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men night go to” a loeality even holter
than the DBrass River, “for he was not quite
su green s to advanco one bar of iron on the
securily of the paper in question” And then |
the voleano opened once more and fromn the
crater belchord oaths and abuse. Seeing that
it was idle 1o expeet anything from this
rutlian, Lender asked King Boy to take him to
Bonny and get money there, Dut the king
Ind been too disappointed over the transac-
tion to risk anything further. “No, no, dis
captain no puy. Bonmy captain no pay; T
no take you no furder” The angor of the
black savage wag dreadful to contemnplate,
He gnashed his teeth like & wild beast, and
aetnally quivered with rage as he hissed out,
“You are o thief man: English eaptain no
will: You told me, when I took you from
tho Eboe country, that he would lLe glad to
see me and give me plenty beef and rum.
I got neither one nor the other. Eh! English
captain no will. I gave you plenty of goods
to free you. I took you into my own cance,
You were hungry, and I gave you yam and
fish: you were almost naked, and I was
soiry to ses you so, because you were
while men and steangers, and I gave ench of
you » red cap and & silk handkerchief. But
you are no good—you are thief man. Eh!
English eaptain no will; he no will, You
toll me your countrymen would do this
(taking off his cap and flourishing it in circles
over his head) and cry ‘Hwrrah! Hwrah'!'
when I camo on bonrd this vessel. You
prowised my wife & necklace, snd my father
four bars. But, ch ! English captain no will ;
T tell you, he.no will. Yes, I will satisfy your
hunger with plenty more of my fish and
yows, and your thirst I will quench with 1um
ond palm-wine. Eh! you thief man, yon are
no good; English eaptein no willl”  Then
his sable Majesty showed his whito feeth in
an uneommonly nasty fashion, as he stamped
on tho ground and gnashed at the explorers
like an enraged dog. and cursed them again
and again in the vilest English he counld
command, Seraping together what little .
property they had left, the poor travellers
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prosentod it to King Doy, Instead of allaying
his anger, it renewed it, and after pointmg wut
to one of his people tho beggarly reward he
had received compared with what he had
been prowised, he refused again to speak or

”’% —mmq“’
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with raking masts of the kind that had not
then quite deserted the African coast was seon
nmiaking after the trader, fiving shots s the
stern chase continued, until the brig lay to.
As the Thomas wos nover more henrd of, it is

“PAEY NOTICED SOML IIFTY LARGD CANOES™ (p. %7

even look at those who, he considered, had
80 basely deceived him. However, they
managed to reach Fernendo Po, but, deter-
mined to have nothing more to do with this
amiable mariner, declined his offer of a pass-
age home, And it was ns well that they did ;
for soon after leaving the island & large vessel

_believed that the stranger was a pivate, who,
after rifling the trader, disposed of her crew
and captain on the principle expressed by the
ndage that “ dend men tell no tales*

* Tonder, R, and J. < ¢ Journal of an Expiedition to
Explore the Qours ond Termination of tho Niger, with a
Nanative of a Vovage down that River to its Termie-
tion" o vols. (1438
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Sixty years ago the doings of travellers
aroused less popnler interest than they do ut
prosent.  Yet the voturn of the Luders in
1831 with the news thet at Inst the Niger
oblem had heen solvetl was, as ight ln.wc
been expector, regarded as an epochmaking
event in the Story of Afrien. Nevertheless,
the diseovery of the month of the ysterions
river hal Deen almost autivipated by the
researches of the provious twenty

ot o thirty years, By an exhaustive
Leaders o Provess, every wther Bikely ter-

mination of that vast stream had
heen dismisserd, until the broad deltr along
the shore of the Bights of Biafta awl Beuin,
into which it flows by wmore than twenty
mouths bearing names applied to thent when
they were supposed to be separate rivers, re-
mained the sole spot left untonched by de-
struetive eviticism, Yet C(lapperton himsolf
had eonunenced his seeond expedition for the
discovery of the river’s month at the very
edgo of this deltn, and Nicholls had aetually
entered at New Calabar, one of its wonths,
and but for his unthmely death might have
passed through the deadly region into the
undivided river beyoud. Lven Belzoni, after
figuring ax an ocrobat and professional
“atyong man,” was wb one titme o the eve of
goinug, by the solation of the Niger problem,
u groater fume then he won by his excava-
tions among the mins of ancient Beypt.  For
wa learn from n paper in the Publie Record ¥
Officy that, resolving on  journey to Thnbue-
tow, he tarried in striet seelusion ot Gibmltar
for the purpose of letting his beard grow.
This important preliminary to un African
journay necomplisherd, he crossed the Strait
to Moroceo, and netually rearbed Fez  But
the Sultan refusing to allow him to proceed
further, the would-be explorer rotumed to
Tangier and sailed for the West Cosst of
Africe; nnd thers, a Uato, a village i the
Bight of Benin, he met his doow on the 3rd
of Docember, 1823, in the shape of dysentery,
Fo that Giovanai Belzoni was not destined to

% Yorelgn Office Documents (Morocaa). vol. wexiii,
(1828} : Despatohes of Consul Dongles of Tangler, ata.
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do more than enter upon a task that had
heen the death of Houghton, and Tark, and
Nicholly, and Peddie, which had led Burck-
hardt to wake long journeys as a prelininary
teaining to entering upon o Nile journey, and
Ll at one tine tempted Karsten Nichubr, the
Arabian explorer, and Leyden, the Indian
philologist, though, happily for both of them,
their longings never took a waterial form.

But among those who most cagerly foresaw
in tho Landers’ discovery the potentinlities
of gain 1o Dritish commeres weve the Lives-
pool merchants, who, with those of Glasgow,
had for Jong had a practical monopoly in the
trade of Wost Afrien. Now for the first time
they had before thom a great river, luger
than the Senegal or the Gawbia, and, unlike
the Congo. not broken close to the coast by
cataracts hupassuble by steamners. Up this
waterway vessels could sail and cnrry on a
trade in ivory and gold with the wealthy
kingdoms of the interior, instend of having
the merchandise sent down the river to be
taxerl Ly the Delia tribes who, as the Tanders’
oxperience showed, had long been familiar
with slavers and palm-oil traders,

Among those pioneers of the opening up
of Inner Afriea to civilised trado was Mae-
gregor Laird, o name stfll familiar

on the Memey banks. Thanks ﬁﬂzmm
.. | Laird Niger
to his influence, snd largely also cxpedition.

to his capital, two well.oquipped
stenmners—the Quorre and the Albwrkalt
—wore Luils for the purposc of tosting the
glowing saccounis which the explorers had
Dbrought home, and, as Richard Londer agroed
to accompany the expedition, it left Tiverpool
in 1832, full of high hopes, though thero wore
wiseacres who declnred that o vessel built aa
was the Quorry, with the exception of the
decks, entirely of wrought iron, would meet
with early and condign dispster. “ Tho wark-
ing in o soa-way would shoke tho rivets out
of the iron,” the “ heat of a tropical sun bake
her unhappy erow as in an oven,” and the
first tornado she encountered would “hurl
its lightnings upon & condnetor evidently
T 'That s, in Honssa langnage, * Blessing,”



THE MACGREGOR LAIRD EXPEDITION. 271

despatched to brave its power” But though
none of these calamitics happened, the ven-
ture, which Laird himself accompanied, was
commercially a complete failure, and, had it
gone to the bottom as the croakers prophesied,
it could searcely havo fared much worse than
it did. For out of forty-eight Europeans who
left the Morsey, only cight returmed to toll
their tale of misery, From the CGovernment
no assistance of any sort had been received,
except that Lieut, Allon, RN.—who was to
become in futwre yesrs anothor victim to
the African climate—accompanied the expe-
dition with tho olject of making  survey of
the river. Tho endless branches into which
it splits in the Delta were then unexamined,
and indeed thoy are even yot only partially
known, The Nun “river” or mouth—now
the ordinary chanuel taken by vossels—iwas
chosen as the ove that looked most promising
(Maps, pp. 36,112). King Boy, his anger over
the perfidy of white men solaced by the pay-
ment of Lander’s debt with interest—though,
he had alveady sold the explorer's journal toa
palm-oil trader, from whom it had to be ran-
somed—soon made his appearance, full of
professions of friendship and endless tricks,
with the olject of oxtorting dnshes” from
the new visitors *in the “devil's ship” s
he termed the steamer. It soon, however,
became apparent that he meditated treachery,
and had Dubed the black pilot to run the
vessel aground in a convenient place for its
being plundered. Dut what the savages of
the Delta failed to do, the vile autumn
climate of their marshes soon nccomplished,
The pahn-oil traders loading in “the rivers"
looked “1nore like spectres than men ;" and
a8 the dank, clammy, fetid cxhalation from
the swamps took effsct npon the languid
seamen, unable to sleep at night owing to the
unceasing torment of mosquitaes andl sand-
flies, they crawled about the deck so feebls
and chenged that

* A, mother had not known her son,
Amid the skeletons of thet gaunt orsw.”

By the 5th of December, entrics like the

;r'ollowing appear in the log-book: “Revover-
mg slowly, but Thope surely. I have living,
Alaxander Hoctor, purser, John,
the second steward ; Harvey, Kirhy,
Bolfrage, and Davies, seanon—all os weak
88 myself, and crawling sbont the decks.
Dr. Briggs has been closer v than myself,
ang for two nights I exposted evory mumenl
would e his last. Ho is now, thauk tfod,
dOing well. Last night about ten, Julmson, a
mulatto seaman, died; and in the morning
Captain Robert Miller was found dead in his
bed” Even this awtnl mortality was to be
oxceedled until, beginning with the captain of
the Quorru, the expedition was reduced to
80 few that for o time it was doubted if a
single individual would cscape.

They tarried too long in “the rivers”
instead of trying Lo enter the mumin stream.
But, in those days the Niger navigntor hod to
feel his way, andd so six weeks were wnsted ata
drendful cost among the bewildering maze of
crecks and backwaters, nnd mangrove-fringed
branches, “uninviting when deseried, repuls-
ive when approached, dangerous when ex-
amined, and horrible and lonthsome when
their qualities and their inhabitants wove
known” The Ilatter—or rather, their chiefk
—sgem to have been divided between greed
to make as mneh az possible out of the present
voyagers, nud a dread that, if they onec
reached the upper tivor and dealt directly
with the tribes in that quarter, the businesy
of the muiddlemen in the Doltn would be gone,
King Obie, who had behaved nost extortion-
ately to the Landers, scemed an excoption to
the rule. Heo reccived the new-comers with
much amiability, clad in his royal panoply
of seoalet cloth, his porson decked with eoral
charms, bracclets, and other ornaments, worth
somothing like a hundred pounds. The
trnvellers were indoed surprised at his < pleas-
ant, and gentlemanly conduet,” and still more
ot the gencrosity with which he prosented
them with a fine bullock, five gonts, and threo
yotns. Perhaps he was conscious that his
Mravious concluct deserved veprisals, ur wos
anXious to got frec of the neeessity of selling

Declmation,
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his produce throngh the intervention of the
tribes lower down  The amount of this which
was obtuined was demonstited by the fleet of
conocs that started ont every morning to
colloct yams, palineuil, and other *country

"'.'—v ' -
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RIVIB-ADE SCRRE AT AS4RA, LOWER NIGLR
{Frum & Photograph by Lapt, Mukler-Fezryuan )

chop,” and then in the eveming dropped
down the river with their cargoes. Unfor-
tunstely, however, when the expedition did
renoh bha open viver, with its cooler breezes and,
deier forest-covered banks, the season was too
Jada1 for the woter had begun to fall, and the
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RQuorre grounded more than once on sand.
banks, so that the attemupt to rench Rabba
had to be abandoned thai senson, though
Lurd ascended the Benud or Tehad, a chief
tributary of the Niger, for some distance,
Neat year—the expedition mean-
while rendozvousing at Fernandy
Do, then in British hands—
Lander ond Oldheld, the sur-
viving surgeon of the expedition,
and the scecond in command,
sticceeded in reaching Rabba,
the eapital of Nupé (p. 278), at
that tnne containing a popnlation
of about 40,000 people They also
ascendled the Benué for 104 miles,
and, bhad mnot their provisions
given out, might have steamed
still farther. But even at Rabbn
—and they found it inpossible
to proceed to the Bussa Rapids
as they had antiei-
pated—they did not
find that ready trade which they
had been led to expeet. The
Arabs, who here, as elsewheiq,
wero the principal merchants,
were jealous of the new-comers,
while the Fulahs, to whom the
country belonged, subsisted by
plundering tho weak towns and
levying contributions on them by
aid of en nrmy of 5,000 cavalry
and 20,000 infantry, armed wilh
poisoned srrows, spemrs, knives

and swords, brought from Tripoli
by the Avabs, At that time
they looked with dread upon
fivenrms, and the only weapon of
the kind seen among them was
a double-barrelled pistol, which
Tander recognised as having be-
longed to Captain Pearce. This army, how-
ever, like the comntry generally, was tributery
to the Sultan Bello of Sokoto, and wns in
thoso duys composed of liberated slaves,
granted their froedom on condition that, while
they might work at any ocoupation during the

Rabba.
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wet season, they should, as soon as the dry
weather set in, engage in slave raids for the
proft of the king, who sold s caplives to
the Arabs, through whose agency they reached
the Spanish slavers, then alnost openly pur-
suing their busmess on the coast. Among
other articles seen at Rabba wers a number
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and n costly one nlso, but, like all of it
predecessors, it was o decided commercal
failure  For on the way back Richard Lander
perished  Good-natured and casy, looking
upon the natives, in spite of all pegen o

his uncomfortable experionues, ag lander

little bLetter than chuldren, he grew too

(Tram 6 Photommph by ife Zusl of Seonbmough, hendly lent By
S George Qoldie )

of pieces of clothing with which Tander had
been compelled to part during his voyage
down tha river, and sevoral which scem to have
belonged 10 Pmk Merchants trom all paris
weie soon (p. 273) Several of then had
como from Tripoli having taken nine months to
make the journey, to soll leather, hovses, assos,
aw silk, red cnps, armlets, anklsts, and natron
in return for ivary, indigo, ostrich fenthers,
camnols, skins, beeswax, and other Nigorland
commmodities. But slaves hero, as olsewhero,
were still greatly in dewnnd, and when tho
Enghshmen nsked for ivory, and gold, and
guw, they were often told thet it would o
better to “take men” After returning once
more to the const to recruit, so far as the
breezes of Fernando Po and & cruiso along
the shoves of the Delta farther south weie
capable of imparting health, the dwindling
cxpedition mede o third attempt to open up
the Niger to tiade. It was o gallant cssay
18

IN THE MARKDT-PLACE, RABB\.
(Prem & Photapaph by Capt 30dle Farpan )

confident of their good intentions, and fully
believed that, if fairly treated, they might be
implicitly trusted. Like mony Lefore and after
him, ho forgot that a sovage, oven when of &
highor grade than the miserable race who
have their homes amid the Niger su amps, has
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all the untutored impulses without the innate
genorosity of a child. Coming up the river in
an opew hoat with o cargo of cowries and dry
goadls, ho was, while agronnd off their village,
attacked Trom all quavters by the nutives of
Hysmmih, near (he fourth island from Sun-
dny Ishuyd, eighty-forr miles from the N
Soveral of the party were taken prisoners, and
weore afterwards ransomed, ad o number
of others were killed and wounded.  Ammg
the Intter was Lender himself, who, in addi-
tion, lost all his pupers and other property.
His wounds, which at tirst were not cunsidered
mortal—and in & cooler climate, mud with a
constitution less enfeelled by o long stay in
the unhealthiest part of {he river, might not
huve heen—unfortunately ended a short but
remarkeble caveer; for he lived only to reach
Fernando Po, where he died on the Gth of
February, 1834.%

This year was the last of the Laird Expe-
dition in Alriea. It had exwined the
Nigor as far a3 Rabba, and proved that,
with the advantage of high water in their
favour, the Busse Rapids could he reached, as
indeed they are now regularly, Ly steamors
fitted for viver navigntion, while, in the costly
school of experience, the projector had learnt
much about the condition of trade, the
climate, and the people, But from the
merchants’ point of view the venture had
been o splendid faflure.  Momey had been
expended withaut any immediste return in
money's worth, and life had from the frst
been lost so pitifully that the very day the
Quorre axrived at Liverpool one of the men
died from the effects of his stay in the Bight
of Benin. Of all the officers, Laird and Old-
field were the only two who survived, and
on them foll the task of telling the tale of
their sufferings and disappointmentst during
a thrae years' expedition, in which everything

¥ John Landev, who chared with him the oredit of
discovering the lower courss and mouth of the Niger,

Tt ook mo part in the Taird Expedition, died on Novems
ber Loth, 1889,
+ % Novtative of an Expedition into the Interior of
Atron by the Biver Niger in the stewm-vessels Quorrn
, s fZiurked in 1809, 1808, 1484 2 vols, (1887)
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was lost except, perhaps, experience, honous,
and hope. And hope Laird never abandoned,
for, though ho did not agein visit Africa, he
may be regardod as Inying the foundation of
the Tpper Niger trade; and as long as he
livedd ho helped others to be more fortunate
than himself. Everything was fresh in those
limes, recent enough to be vemembered by
men still living, though 80 far  he wiger
as the Deltn—the Oil River Pro-  ofiss

teetorate of to-day—was concerned the natives
were then protty imuch whet they have
been ever sinee, a degraded race of little septs,
eaten up with mutual hatreds and joslousics,
tilthy, coverod with hidevus skin-diseases, and
pagans of the most pronounced description,
gver in lerror of their “ju-jus” or fetishes,
Ono day clad in gorgeous cast-off finery, they
would appear a little Iater in their pristine
grense and nekedness. Here and thore a chief's
son, who had leen brought to Englend, was
gble to read books that wore of no use to
him, while his father confined his education
to a sparse vocabulary of bad English, com-
posed of oaths or of requests for « pelaver,”
the end of which was invariably a «dash”—
for the extortion of which a mosl ingenious
system of cxenses had boon devised, in the
engor competition of tho traders, who had
not then, so much as in later yoars, taken
to tho system of doing business in sta-
tionary hulks «Slaving” bad not theh
boon quite abolished, Spanish and Tortu-
guess vessels pursuing it very boldly, and
the cralt of other natiomalities with more
secrecy. Nor was piracy altogether extinet,
as Lander had found, nemrly at the cost
of his lifs, & fow years before. At that
time, indeed, slavers and pirates wore getting
nearly synonymous. Thus we hear of a very
suspicions sail at Princess Island, the crew
of which had heen spending money so freely
that, as gsually happened in such cases, they
were suspected of not having come henestly
by it, end then to have been going over
to the mainland “fo load slaves”—being &
pirate on the euter pussage, and & “runner”
of black bondsmen on the way to Cuba cr



PIRATES AND SLAVERS.

Brazil, or porhaps to South Carolina. Every
chief along the Gumea Const dealt in “black
ivory” if he had the chanee, and all of them
wore 80 violent against the English for stop-
ping tho lucrative trade in men and womon
that when Nicholls landed at New Calabar,
the “King” of the River asked him whother he
cano from “Mista Willytoss,”* for if he did
ho would kill him. And extromely truculent
personages ware these palin-oil potontates. A
slaver-piraie pursued by a Dritish war-ship
up the river Nazareth was blown up and her
erew and capiain shelterod by the “ King,”
who rofusod to surendar them. Intertribal
Wars Wero os mumerons a8 they are in our
day, which hes seon tho interminable fends
betwoen Oko Jumbo and Ja Jn, and for

* My, Wilberforce (p. 74), whass oxertions for the sup-
presvion of the wlave trade hgve made his name famihiar
along the West Cosst, Ta this day * & Willyfoss Nigzs °
i8, in Sierra Leme, o tovm of ebuse for a “recaptive™
“roruit,” or slave freed by o Bmbish erniser and landed
there, though the cluef objeat in establishing that colony
wag to furnigh o home for such people,
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causes almost ag trifling. Thus all trade was
stopped for a long time owing to « dis.
pute between the Ibboedo peeple and the in-
habitants of a town mnenr Cutban-(aratfee,
which originatod as follows: A boy had
Lought, some spice balls+ from a woran of
the town in questinn, and refised to pay for
themn ; on which the lusband of the injured
lady determined to le revenged. For this
purpose he assembled some of hiy fiiends,
and, on the Ibbodo eanoes coming down the
river, attacked thom and killed two of the
people, Thus a vendetta began, all in con-
soquence of a dispute about four cowries
worth of negro swestmeais,

Such was the eondition of aHairs when the
Niger mouth was discovered, and the old life
of the river having come to an end with the
veil torn from its scoret places, a new era
dawned for it, and for Africs, the future of
whieh we con as yet only imagine.

+ These ate made of pounded dounr coin snd cayenne
pepper, baked on o stone over the fe.

OALABAT BTAX (Physmstigmn rencn sion)



276

CHAPTER XV

Tar UriLisarioy o tus Nicgr: Av UNFINISHED CHAPTER.

Effevt of the Laird Expedition on Public Opinion—Beeeroft's Voyage—The @overnmeni sends o Philanthropio

Bzpudition, which Proves, ke its Fredecessor, a Complete Failure—Imll in the Explovation of the
Niger—Retrospuot of Fifty Venrs—A Few Scatbered Tinvollers still with Longings after Timbuotoo,
though the Mystety of it and of the Niger is Gone—Fra of the Scientific Explorer Coincident with that
of the Uommercisl Lxploiter—TFate of the Niger—Three New Journeys to Timbuctoo—~Barth~His Early
Life and Teovels~His Journey with Richmdson and Overweg to Bornw and Lake Tehad—Death of
Tichardson —Overweg snd Barsh loft alone—Barth's Journey to Thmbustoo—A Hunter's Paradise along the
Shores of Lmke Tcehad—Koyam and Mangs, & Coutrast—A Land of Walled Towns—Zinder ond it
(ommerce—Katsena—) New Land~Gande—Wars and Rumonrs of War—A. Forest Maroh—The Niger
Trbutaries—The Niser renched—Say—~Along the Niger Banks—A Fanaticel Folk—~The  Nearer the
OlLureh, the Farther from Grace "—Bmbarkation for Kabara—A River Voynge—Arrival at Enbats.

Tug Landers’ Expedition had plucked the
hoart out of the Niger seeret, for, though
there were, and are still, hosts of minor dis-
coverios to he made and many little problems

SNAKE CHARMOCR OF THE LOWLR dQoNGO.
{From & Photogragly by ihe Bev. J. T. F. Hulligey.)

te be selved, Timbuctoo and the wup-river
oities were no longer mysteriss. The Mac-
Jgregor Lupird exporiment hed, it was the

e

opinion. of many, disabused the world of the
uotion that there was much wealth to be won
on the West African river that had for ages
leon rumoured to be an El Dorado. Accord-
ingly, for somo years wo hear little more
of the Niger, or of explorers of the Niger
country. Mr. Beecroft, the Governor ot Super-
intendent of Fernando Po, was the firsi to
take up the broken tale by ascending, in 1840,
to within thirty miles of Bussa, though not
without, a loss of life worth far more than the
trifling ndditions he made to our previous
knowledge of the Niger. His voyage had,
howsver, the effect of again calling the atten-
tion of philanthropists to the teeming multi-
tudes on the river banks; and so, in 1841,
snothar oxpedition, this time with
no jinmediate commercial or geo-
graphical aims, was despatched to
this rogion of many hopes and many dis-
appointments. It consisted of three steamers
and n sailing-vessel, under the command of
Captains Trotter, Bird, Allen, and Willinm
Allen, R.N.~who had as surveyor taken part
in the Leird Expedition—whilo a good many
people joined it who, ko far 88 physique and
eapability of sharing in a venture that de-
manded something more than good inten-
tions and a love of all mankind wont, might
much betler have stayed st home The
moving spirit of the new enterprise was Sir
(then Mr) Thomas Fowell Buxton (p. 68),
whose exertions in the supprossion of slavery

A traaty-
making
expedition.
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278 THE BTORY
and the slave trade had carned for him a
prescriptivo right lo speak with an appronch
to anthority wherever black Afriea was con-
coinel.  Government and the Friends of
Alriea—who had extended no help, moral or
wuterial, 1o the conrageous venture of Mac-
grrogot Laied —wore now rendy at bis instige-
tion to spend money lavishly on the new
expedition, the avowed aljects of which wore
to ponetrate the river as far as Raliba,
“ gatablishing new comuwercial relations with
those African rhiels or powers within whoso
dominions the internal slave trade of Africa
is carried on and the external slave trade
supplied with its vietims; the bases of
which conventions are to be: fixst, the
abandonment and absolute prohibition of the
slave trado, and secondly, the admission for
consumption in this country, on favourable
terms, of goods the produce and manufacture
of the temitories subjeet to them” A model
farm was, moveover, to be established at the
place where the Henué joins the Niger, and
thore, under skilled teachers, the natives were
to be tought the nerits of agrienlture, the
blossings of Chvistianity, and the curse of
Killing and selling each other. Tho archaic
provision about free trade, it must be remem-
bered, was made in the days of a high tariff
but, athorwise the project smacks of a far-awny
day when tho niorals of Afiicon chiefs were
not, sp well understood as at present, and the
notion provailed that these potentates wore
to he won over to the views of Europesn
philanthropists by mesns less waterial than
force or & self-intevest greator then that now
tonched in its most vital point. But the
Parliament of 1840 was still echoing with the
appesls that had resulted in the abolition
o? slave-holding throughout the British
lggminions, and kindly follkt, imbued with a
hetief in morsl pocket-handkerchiofs, had not
ceaged to dream the dreams thet they would
like to have beon realities.
No oxpense was spared in fitting out the
vessals { and If the climate of the lower
‘opuld only have boen subservient
1 saignce the expedition might have betn
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snecessful.  But, like its predecessor, it was
en unredeemed failuro,  Only one of the
steamers reached as high as Fggn, and, of
145 white men, forty perished of malarious
fever during the few months the vessels were
in tho river. The flotilla left England in
May, 1841, and was recalled in June, 1842,
1t entered tho Niger, therefore, at the very
soason that was most unhealthy, and, ns
Taird and others had pointed out, the white
crews wero much too large for such a voyage.
But as the flower of the Navy volunteered for
work in which promotion seemed certain, and
seamen competed with each other, as they
have always done in Avetic cxpeditions, for
employment in a service where pay and danger
wete both dotble, the remonsirances of these
experienced men were disregerded as the
spitefulness of interestod persoms. Within
thres woeks of the vessels rolling over the
Nun “ River” bar, sickness of a most malignant
character broke out slmost simultaneously
among the vossels, and did not abate until
the whole expedition wag paralysed. When
the confluencs of the Niger and the 4 mosal
Benué was renchod, the materials
for tho model farm—to be started by thirty-
throe nogroes selected for the purpose—
were landed: farm-house furniture, caxts,
ploughs, harrows, and all sorts of agricultural
implements, most of them entirely unfitted
for work in such a region, or by people who
had never seen them until they were taken
out of tho holds of the Albert, Wilberforos,
and Soudan, Nor was the spot selected for
what Mr. Buxton ealled “s city built under
the protecting wings of Great Britain, to
become cre long the capital of Africa,” well
fitted for a metropolis of any sort. It had
two years before been the site of a large tawn
destroyed by the Fulehs, But tall, rank
grass now covered the sireets, and from among
thetrnins of huts and the waste of what had
orice been gardens noxious reptiles glided at
every step. After remaining for a couple of
days on this charming spot—neer which there
preniow busy trading-posts (p. 280)—nand bury-
ing o man in thet buief peried, it was seen
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that the spot was unsuitable for an agri-
cultur] settlement, far less for an Afiican
metropolis of the kind built in imagination by
London philanthropists with a map before
them. They wero therefore compelled, to their
great mortification, to ro-embark their stores.
After steaming a mile higher they again
Ianded the farming paraphernalis, including
#the fmmnous Eglinton Tournament tent as a
tomporary rosidence for the farmer and his
sorvants”  But here death speodily put an end
to the plans, In a wock, seven men perishod
and eighteon sickened, and such was the
mortality that the vessel conveying the
nvalids down tho river had only two white
men on bonrd not dead or dying.

But, weanwhilo, troaty-making went on
briskly, though how far the “High Consent-
ing Porties” had any intention of kesping
their sompacts may bo inforred from the faot
‘that thirty-nine “kings” of the Gambia region
had, not long beforo, agreed to abolish the
slave trade for a yoarly subsidy of £300, or
£7 188 10d. apiece—that is, less than half
the price of a single captive. Indeed, before
the expedition started, Lord Palmerston
had warned the country that if European
Powers like Spain and Portugal only kept
their agreements to abolish a similar troffic
. until it paid thom better to winlk
mv;f{ W ot their infraction, the barbariang of
Soosenting  the Nigor, who never hoard of the

Rights of Man, and had [ew
aspirations  beyond wives and rum, could
hardly be cxpected to be more virtuous.
Ono of these potentates was the “King
of Iddah” for whoss reception gromt pre-
parations were made . All the officers of
the oxpedition attended to give dignity fo
the occasion, Mr. Duncan¥ master-at-arms
on board the Albert, in the full uniform of
a private of the Life Guards, to which regi-
ment he had formerly belonged, marshalling,
with & Undon Jack in his hand, the diplo-
matists into the “imperial tent” through a

* Mr. Dupoen 8 betidt known for hia journey to
Adstoodin #n 146-6, He perjshed in sitempting to

remth, Tin{bhatoq throqglli/ﬂw same region.
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hole three and & half feet high, which the
ex-Guardsman remarks, in a short narrative
af the expedition that he wrote, was very
awkward for o man of six feet thres inches,
with enirass and helmet, and a loarding-
pike with a flag attached to it  Inside
this not very palatial shelter, they found lis
Majesty squatting on o bonch, looking very
stern, and suerounded by his court, dressed
“1much like the Guy Fawkes' effigies in London
on the 5th of Novewber.” He, however. readily
accepted the gifts offered him—no Aftican chief
ever reluses themn~-and promised through his
connsollors everything asked, on the sole con-
dition that the white men would aid him in a
difference he had on hond with the neigh-
bouring Sultan. This was & little awkwaxd,
considering that a leading object in the negoti-
ations in progress was to stop these native
wars, which criginated mainly in the desire to
moke prisoners to sell. He was nlso ready to
cedo a portion—any portion—of his territory
to his good sister the Queen of England, and
to marry her, if this would facilitatc the
supply of gunpowder and big guns agninst
the potentates whom ho desired to have the
best oft But, above all, he was snxivus to
axchange Mr, Dumean's helmet for o domaged
clophant’s tusk, He, nevertheless, was equally
pleased to become the posscssor of some red
nighteaps, spoctacles, and needles ; and dark-
ness coming on before the completion. of this
international troaty—which is not found in
Heovslott—it was signed and sealed by the light
of a Dit of calabash saturated with palm-oil,
Dlazing in a British frying-pan, which the
monareh of Iddah was in the habit of using as
a eandelsbrum, Meanwhile, the central per-
sonage in oll these negotiations never spoke &
word, Hoa only nodded his woolly head frem
time to timo; and, after this long lapse of

+ Wo vead, howaver, in the Procvedings of the
Afvican Calonisation Speiety, that © the treaty with the
Attah of Iddeh hses been ratified by Bovernment, sxoeph
that Her Mujesty deolines the soverelgnty of any tarritory
in Central Africs, or the proprietsry interest in any
Inzd agreed ¥ by the Atteh ta b ceded to Her Majesty,”
which shows thab fn 1842 thoss comforting words,
# Sphere of Inflnence,” had nob been invented.
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OX THE LLFT IS THE QUORRA OR MIDDLE NIGER, IN THE CENTRE AND DISTAMCE,

THE BENUE; AND ON '1HE RIGHT THE LOWER NIGER

CONFLUENCE OF THE NIGER ANXD BENUE RIVEBRS:

(From Photogrogia by Capt Alller-Fer yman )

years, it may be questionod, without the risk
of an indictment for mmor ticason, whether
the dazed monarch had the mnost remote
notion of what all the “palaver” wieant,
And so the farce went on all the way to
Egon, as it has gone on ever since in other
pats of Afiiea, wath rosulls about equally
valuable and quite as substantial All through
three dismal months death was busy in their
ranks, while the thermometer in the coolast
purt of the ship stood at 92° Yet thece
eainest en never for an hour abated the
performanco of the emands on which they
had been sent, though perhaps, had they been
endowed with a keener sense of the ridiculous,
they could scarcely have performed farces like
the following without laughmg in each other's
faces For,a few days after the solemn treaty
with the Iddah king had boen signed and
sealed, a son of that ally of Her Majesty
come alongside “with three slaves for sale”
This was the smme princo who, during the
Laird Expedition, had, on the oceasion of his
brother’s death, ensured to tho defunct the
sincere grief of as many relatives as possible
by administering to his sixty widows a dose
of poison, from the effect of which thirty-one
died outright, and the twenty-nine who sur-
vived were " gievously griped” He had,
moreover, adinitted having poisoned soveral of
Laird's people. Accordingly, if the countrymen.
of these murdered men—some of whom were
British subjects, and all of them in British pay
—had promptly slung this young savage up to
the yard-mrm, British influence would have
gnined something by the Buxton Expedition.
But Captain Trotter, in pursuance of philan-
thrapic instructions—which applied, however,
only to the black man—gravely stood in the
midst of his dying conrades, and read out to
this murderons scoundrel—in English, it is
presumed, for the reader knew no other lan-
guage—"the lnws relating to slave-dealing,
and also his father’s treaty abolishing slaves
for ever in his dominions” (pp 277, 281).

The river folling, the danger of ground-
ing compelled the vessels to make all speed
for tho cosst, though even then, had it not
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been for the help of one of the traders whoso
eounsel had been so lightly trented before the
expedition left England, it is doubtful whether
any member of it would have ever left the
Niger. As for the model farm and the
Bglinton Tournament tent, it was deserted
by all save & negro sailor; the only produce
of tho steaming soil that the vossels brought

281

provented eny forther attempts to develop,
on & Jarge scale, tho resources of this pesti-
lentinl ¥iver, or to use its Lanks 4 ritronpect
as tho starting-paint for a philwn- 9887
thropical departure. Dut neithor Isss.

woro forgotten, and, in the fulness of timo, hoth
cane in & way not widely ditforent from what
Me(ueen and Laird, and oven Buxton, had

off being a boatload of wan, half-dead people,
including superintendent, farmer,schoolmaster,
surgeon, and gardener When the news of
the misfortunes and, it must be admitted,
mismanagement also, of this philanthropic
adventure reached England, the whole business
was ordered to be abandoned, the diplomatic
and agricultural experiments inclnded, and the
furvivors removed from the river,

The disappointment, almost bordering on
indignation, which the enormons loss of life
oansed by these two expeditions® aroused

* MoWilliama ; # Medical History of the Expedition to
the Niger” (1849) ; Simpson : “ A Privats Joursal kept
during the Niger Expedition ™ (1818) : Dunoan, in Beni~
y's Maguaies, 1843, ate,

TRADING TACTORY AND TOWN OF IDDAK, LOWER NIGCR,
Frow o Phalogiaph by Oagte ModklereZes tynaiin)

hoped for in theix day. Littlo by kittle traders
crept through the delta into the undivided
river, and established trading-posts, not ns
high as Bussn certainly, but up to Bgga, far
beyond tho junetion of the Benué with the
main strean ; end in the track of the traders
came missionavies, until, in the bisrarchy of
the Church of Englund, a black man who had
begun life as an Eghn. slave ended it as Bishop
of Nigerland. Then private traders gave way
to an association of Jarger doalers, until to-day
the Royal Niger Company is one of the greas
leagues of merchants who, like ‘t.he et Indis
and the Hudson’s Bay Companies, carry on ab
once tho govemnment and the commerce of
vast territortas as the sugarains of the Crown,



252 THE STORY
In the case of the compuny under notice,
thair territory comprises 270,000 square wmiiles,
an empire larger than the Fulahs ever rled.
But the rise and jnoceedings of this leagne
will bo considered in a luter volume, From
tho coast, however, in the course of the
next fifty years many travellers crept inland,
until strewmns unheard of in Parls and Clap-
perton’s anel Luder's duys were luild down on
the map, Dut wost of Lhese explorers were
intent on enlarging the bonmds of Coloniul
trade, opening up routes to the Gambiy,
tho Siere Leone, the Lagos, or the Senegal
scttleents, mud will be diseussed nove
fittingly when we come to deal with the
Colonisation of the Continen(, in the in-
terests of which their expeditions wero under-
teken,  Other explorers alse penetrated the
desert from the North, until, from Tripoli and
Egypt, and Morocco and Algeria, routes to
the Niger were traced.  These travels wore,
howaver, not for the exploration of the Niger.
Thot once romantic flood was mow becoming
abnut as unpicturesque from a literary point
of view as the Amazon or the Orinaco. They
wore for purely scientific purposes, to stndy
the geology and othnology of the country,
the plants and the animals and the languages
of the Seharn and tho Houdan, and will be
considored as a whole later.

Even Timbuctoo seemerd to have lost its
romantic chann.  For, though that city hes
been selluin visitod—more seldom yperhaps
than any other in Africa—in the whirligig of
events, by the French cutting in and obtain-
ing the control of the Uppor Nigor, it has
come under their Sphere of Influence, while
Sego is, as we shell see by-and-by, now the
seat of o French Resident, who nominally at
lenst asserts the rule of his country over all
the vest protectorate of the Upper Niger
beyond that under the influenco of the English
Company.

Not that Timbustoo had lost all its attrac-
JHon; for in 1336 John Davidson, & learned
Englishman, was murdered at Tenduf on an
expedition thither soon after he had lefs
phe Sus provinca in Southern Morocco; and
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in 1860 Alexandrine Tinné, a young and
wealthy Anglo-Dutch lady who had proviously
travelled mnch in Northern Adrien, met
the same fute at the hands of her Touareg
oscort (who believed that hor water-cantoens
contained loads of money) on the route from
Murzuk to Rhat, whilo on a journey the
gonl of which it is believed was to have been
Timbuctoo, though when she left Tripoli it
was undorstood that she intended visiting
Take Tchad, and thenco, by way of Wadui,
Darfur, and Kordofan, to iry to veach the
UTpper Nile,

Paul Solleilet’s journeys into the Sshara
from Algeria looked to Timbuctoo as their
turning-point. Flatters, who foll a victim to
his zeal, was actually engaged in surveying
the route for a railway from Algeria to the
same city, a scheme that is mnot yot aban-
doned ; and Camille Douls, an enterprising
youth who started in 1839 in disguise with
o view to reach the same yegion—though by
a route already known—ended, it is believed,
his lave of adventure Ly being murdered. At
ell events, from that day to this he has never
been heard of. But among the mass of minor
explorers—some of whom we may have ocea-
gion to meet again in another scction of
our studies—throe stood out with greater pro-
minence than the rest. Thess are Heinrich
Barth, the Rabbi Mordokhai Abi-Serour, and
Oskar Tenz; for all throe reached Timbue-
too, and thus completed the nwnber of
Eunropenns known to have seen that city, and
witnessed the many changes which 1t has
undergone in recent years. Mordokhai was a
Morocco Jew without any scientific know-
ledge, and, except as n commercial adventurs,
his expedition is not of great moment. Barth
and Lanz were, on the other hand, men of
great acomplishments, and though the routes
which they took weve not, through an entirely
novel country, the minuteness and exactitude
of the information that they brought back
demands for them s place smong oxplorers
in the strictest sense of the term.

Dr. Barth was born in Hamburg, in the year
1821, and after graduating in Berlin in 1844,
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sel out on those travelswhieh he continued with
little intormission nnlil his death at the age
petmign  of forgy-four. In his student Lifo
Bartd. he had contracted keen archso-
logical tastes during a visit to [taly and Sicily,
Hence the first long jowney that he under-
took was less goographical than antiquarian,
for it consisted of a eirenit of the Mediterranean
shores of North Africa from Moreceo to Cyren-
sica, end down the Nile Valley, exmnining
the sites of ancient eities, and the condition
of the races who now hold the colonies of
the ancient conquerors of the world This
touz, taken entively by Jand, was of the utmiost
value to science, though the knowledge of
Avabic that Barth had acquired did not save
him from molestation by robbers, in sn en-
counter with some of whown he was wounded,
After wandering through Egypt and Palestine,
Agip Minor, the Greek Islands, Greace, and
Turkey, he returned to Berlin Lo prepare an
account of his researches, and hegin the sober
realities of a scholar's life as a privut-docent,
or “coach,” in his Alma Mater. But in 1849
the British Government dstermined to make
one more effort to open up commercial relations
with tho Upper Nigar and Central African
countries that Denham and Clapperton had
visited, and for their agent in this scherne—
which it must be understood was not geo-
graphical or sclentific—selected Mr. Jaines
Richardson, who had already gsained some
experience of the duties incumbent npon him
during various jonrneys he had teken in the
Sabara snd coast-lying regions of Northern
Afrios. By the influence of Bunsen and Ritter,
Barth and Overweg, s Prussion astronomer,
were attached to the expedition, though
before long the death of Richerdson and of
kis companion left Barth to finish a task
which has therafore, not unfairly, been almost
solely associated with hie reputation.

The party left Tripoli in the spring of 1850,
and. without any very vemarkabls incident
passed fo the fzrontier of Bornu over
ground already familir. Here the
members of the party separated, in
,onder to cover a greater arca than they could

e
Tohad,

have done together . but they nevermet again,
for at Ngurntuwa—once a celebrated but now
a somewhat decayed town—Richardson died,
and was buried under one of the umbrageous
fig-trees with which the place s shaded. The
(wo Germans—between whom and thoir Eng-
lish chief there had Loen froquent bickerings
and jealousies which, but for his untimely end,
might have done serious damwago to the work
they had in hand—ivere now loft to cazry out
the plans of the English expedition. Barth
and Overweg in their tum divided the explora-
tion of the country around Knkawa, the Lormn
capital, between them. In retuming from une
of these detached trips, Barth found Overweg
ill and exhausted, and within a week he
followed Richardson, and lies by the shores
of Lake Tchad, to which he had been cmrried
in the hope that the coolor air of that
neighbourhood would revive him (1852). As
Overweg was the first to navigate that sheet
of water, in a portable bont conveyed thither*
it was but fitting that he should be buried
on its margin—the fourth of the European
martyrs to their zeal for the exploration of the
country of which it forns the centre. IDuring
the next four years Barth, single-handed, often
In sove steaits for menns, frequently ill. and
sometimes in poril of his lifo, devotod himaelf
to carrying into effect the instrnctions that
he had inherited as the official heir of Mr.
Richardson,

It is hnpossible in the courso of o brief
narrative to deseribe nll of the journoys that
he perforined. Nor is it necessary, for though
he for the first time descxibed with minute
aecuragy the topography, history and resources
of the country between Murzuk and Lake
Tehad, and westward of that shect of water
through the Sokoto Fmpire to the Niger,
Gando, snd the Songhai-land to Timbuetoo,
much of it was already imperfectly known
by the less exhaustive descriptions of earliex
travellers ; and it was Barth's good fortune
to loave littlo for his suecessors to glean in
his steps. Abendoning his intention of

*Tha sotlor token %o navigate it having proved an
unfortunata choice, was sent hauk from Murzuk.
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journeying in the direction of Kanem and the
north-cast shore of the lake, which he huad
already purtially examined before the death
of Overweg. Dr. Barth now resolved to turn
westwurd and dovote himself to an exploration
of the country between Bornu and the widdle
vourse of the Niger, fixing upon
Say on that siver (p. 108) as his
goal, though in the private meutal
meworanda (which he kept to himself) Tim-
buetoo was to be the real turning-puint of his
expedition, For wore than twenty months
he had made Kukaws lus head-quarters.
Here, therefore, he wus so wall known that
he found little difficulty in permuading some
men of consequence to become his companions,
Q! theso the chiel was a Shereef, or descendant
of Mohammed, who had come on a trading
trip from Fez, and wag bound on his own
busiuess og far as Zinder, Under this man’s
protection Barth was comparatively safe,
though cven then he found it necessary, or
ab least prudent, to affect—under the name of
Abd-el-Kerim—conversion to the faith of his
fellow-travellers. The rest of the troop were
hirod servants, camel-drivers and the like, who,
their interest being to serve the mastor who
paid them, were, a8 circumstancos showed,
of perhaps more value to the tenveller
than the holy personage who for ends of
his own had attached himself to a party
tho leader of which he knew to La provided
with influential lotters to the princes on his
way.

It was tho cool soason when they set
out, In Central Africa this is at best only &
comparative termn, yet at times the nights
were positively cold, tho thermometer on
one occasion rising only mine degrees above
freozing, while the appetites of the party wore
often koener then was conveniont. Between
Evukswa and Knno the scenery is uninteresting,
consisting for the most part of bleak, dreary
hollows of black, clayey soil, bat now they

" warn waving with rich orops of corn—ma-
gakwa,* still uocut, and fields of millet § in
giubble, Paasing by o deop well, on the gentle

& Panuimetes bumholdasn,  + Holows ospayus,

!

On, the Toad
to Tim-
uctao.
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slope of the rising ground towards the north
great flocks of cattle, goats, sheep, and donkeys
were being watered in rapid succession, though
the travellers’ delight at so animated a scene
in the plensant open country aftor being moored
for weeks in the dull lanes of an African
town was domped by the rapacity of the herds-
men, who thought right to sell the water to
the new-comers—a specimen of greed that we
have met with more than once in that part of
the continent. In Koyam,n land of straggling
villages, with cultivated tields and extensive
forests of stunted mimosa, which afford food
to the numerous herds of canels constituting
the people’s wealth, the route lay through a
countryof wandering tribesmen. Unfortunately,
it was a land of robbers also, and at night
constant watch had. to be kept lest their little
caravan should be taken unawnres, while the
leader of it had in his turn to exercise con-
tinual vigilance over his drowsy men by rising
at night and making the rounds to see that
the guards were not asleep. However, the
continual novelty of the route, and the
prospect of what the next day had in store
for them, beguiled the way and enabled them
to forget the plague of ants that in places
covered the ground, until, approaching the
valley through which the drainage of that
part of Bornu collects, they became entangled
in a network of channels and thick forests
thot are diffieult to pass after heavy rains,
Yot this Komddugu, in spite of the sove
legs that arc apt to follow frequent fordings
and the sloughs into which the wariest rider
sinks when he least expects, is in the cool
season o kind of African Elysium, Majestic
groups of tamarind-trees began to appear and
flocks of Guines-fow] enlivened the landseape,
while the camsls luxuriated on the rich vegeta-
tion produced in so favoured a locality. Vet
even this ossis wos pot without its draw-
backs, for, like all similar localitjes, it harhours
Immense swarms of mosquitoes that pester
the wayfarer during the day and leave him
little chance of & rest st night.

The route lay for part of the way along
the shores of Lake Tehad, into which the
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AN AFRICAN ELYSIUM.

Komédugu flows, In the rainy sesson this
besin presents a very different naspect from
what it does when the shoves are dry, or roed-
covered swomps and long black banks of
mud appear where a fow weeks before therc
were pleasant bays indenting the shore in the
most pieturesque manner. Troes of various
species and other rich vegetation fringe i,
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of various species of water-fowl may be had
without mmch seeking. )

The old capital of Borau (p. 252) did not
detain them long, and after fording the river
at Zengiri to avoid the wide area ovor which
it spreads during the wet senson, they entered
thc_province of Manga.  Yot, notwithstanding
their long cirenit, overy now and again the

MOHAMMEDANS OF THB NINDLE XNIGLR
{From & Photog aph by Caph MocT lerFera ymate.)

whilo in the drier places the doom palm*
vears ite branched head.

Guinea-fowl4 wera here so numerous that
one could hardly move & step without dis-
turbing a group of these lazy birds, which
constitute one of the greatest delicacios of
the travellor in that part of the world. Nor
is larger gamo lacking. Elephants, sevaral
specios of antelopes, ineluding even the orya,
or totel, and the large addnx, the wild hog,

» parbridges, monkeys, and an unhimited supply

* Iyphene ovidita, + Numide meleagris.

march was impeded by many Dbackwaters
stretching into the decper part of the valley
awnid belts of the rankest vogetation, before
they reached the real channel, which wound
along in & meandering course, confined be-
tween sandy banks of abous twenty-five foot in
clovation, and clothed with trees and shribs
that imported o very interesting aspach to this
secluded part of Africa. At cvery step the
tetel antelope, startlod Ly the upwonked
noise, ambled [om mwong the long
grass and bush, and in places the lurger
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ong, or, kargum, fled in terror before the
earwvan,

Accordingly, thongh the inhabitants do not
cultivute mneh eorn, wwd, like all the Ko,
Amunters O Precdominant raee in Berm, wre
pamadieo. ot seh keen lumters ws the
Hotssos, they connot swdfer from wand if they
deaw on the woorls ulone for their daily food.
Howover, n addition to the land guome, the
viver slonnds with excellons tish, so that
the English sportsman, who has now alnost
exhausted the mting-gronnds of the world—
killed off the Lnfaloes in Ameriea, thiuned
the tigers in Indin, alinost exteriuinated the
lion, the givaffe, and the quagga in South
Africa, and will before long e prohibited from
slaughtering the ever-diruinishing number of
elephants m the East African Company's
tervitory—might do worse than try his luck in
Borou and the country Letween Lake Tehnd
mul the Niger through which we are now
Jjonrneying with Dr. Barth and the Shereef
trom Fez. For it is this beautiful region,
by the luxuriant shores of the Komdidugu,
from which the native in his imborn laziness,
too idle to restrain the overflow by embank-
ments or to utilise it during the dry scoson,
has despairingly vetived and allowed it to be
couverted into the slmest impenctruble jungle
whery the elephant has now his prineipal
haine in Centrul Afriva,

For the first time in Nigerland a real jungle
hogan to appear, snd wherever the tall trees
or bush was thinner, theve long, coarse grass,
ton teep bigh, fed by the water which after
the rainy sensou covers the whele of the low
ground, afforded ample pastuve for the game
with which it abounded.

The river—~which was at one time Lelieved
lo flow out of the Tchad into the Benué—
dering the rminy season sweeps along in o
fing current, about one Lundred and twenty
yards broad, ingo tho Inke. AN was quiet and
full of repose when Barth caraven passed.
Thare wes no traffic with the excoption of a
couple of homely travellers, s man and a
waman, who in simple native style wore cross-
ing 6 riding on a peir of yaked ealabashes

OF AFRICA.

(p. 203) and immorsed in the water up to (Lieir
middle, while they stowod away their little
clothing inside the vessels that supported
them above the surface.  Yet, notwithstand-
ing their cnexgetic labours, they were carried
down by the force of the current to a con-
sidorable distance.  Besidos these primitive
voyagors asolitary spoonbill proudly swimiming
ap and down was the only othor being in
sight. Dut the inhubitents were sufficiently
extortionate in their demands, asking for
cloves in payment, and when these were not
to be had, raising the price to what for thas
part of Africa is an exorbitant figure. Finally,
they accepted o Marin Theresa dollar, and
for this the travellers, theix hovses, camels
and Inggage, wero ferried across, each camel
being drawn by a nan, mounted on a pair
of ecalabushes, while a second man bestrode
the animnl close to the tall.  The other
prices prevailing here may be imagined from
the fact that » sheep was bought for eight
“gabagd,” or strips of cotton cloth, which, in
common with cowries, have now quite dis-
placed the old standard pound of copper,
though the term “rotl” is still used to express
an equivalent value. For smallor payments
cowries aloue are used,

The province of Mangn, which they had
now entered, differed widely from that of
Koyamn, whic'h they had loft, the g o0 o
country consisting of undulating Wenge: a
downs of red sand famous for the W
cultivation of ground.nuis and beans, both
of which form a large proportion of the
people’s food, so that millet and heans are
generally sown in the smmo fleld, the latter
ripening lator, and constituting tho richest
pasture for eamols and eattlo. Their dwell-
ings are also different from those on the other
side of the river, the ecornstack-looking huts
that hmpart so decided a character of peace
and repose to the villages of Houssaland,
but which we look for in vain throughout
Bornm proper, hers again making their
appearance under the name of “sébe” or
“gusi,” Though not remarkable for cleanli-
ness, thoy have nt a distance a rather nent



KOYAM AND MANGA.

appenrance, being covered with creepers of
various species of gourd. Finally, as if
pointing to a time when the river divided
two branches of the Bornum poopls having
little conncetion with each other, the Mangs
people are no lomger homsemen like the
Kanuri, or eamel-breedors like the Koyam,
bnt footmen with leather aprons, ayinod with
bow and arrow and battle-axe, whilo, to nse
Barth's words, « the more slender Mangs girl,
seavecly pecping from under her black weil,
with which she bashfully hid her face, had
muceeeded to the Bornu femalo, with her
squere figure, hor broad features, and her
open and  ill-covered Dlrcast” Tt may Do
arded that though the Mangss now form a
considerable elewent in the Bornu nation,
their name does not occur in the early annals
of the empire which certain of the chromiclers
have preserved, and we may thercfore pre-
sumio that they owe their origin to » mixture
of tribes. But if the Manga girls aro modest,
the men have their fair share of assurance;
for, heedless of the holy origin of the Moroceo
merchant, they stole his woollen Dblanket
from Deneath him: at night, drageing tho
Shoraof, reluctant to quit his property, until
he was foreed to let go.

Past the walled town of Gremnnd, with herdy
of cattlo around the walls, they cntered
drier and hotter country, whero thoy wero
joined by troops of conntry podlars bearing
thoir wares on their heads. Yeb in spite of
the incressed warmth, this region of Muniyo,
with its wooded hills, salt- and frosh-water
Inkos, towns, villages, cultivated lands and pas-
tures, its endless herds of cattle and camels,
and flocks of sheep and gonts and droves of
horses, was in keeping with the plensant nanes
“Queen of the Region of the Doom Palm,”
“Sweetness of the World,” and so forth, by
which the places on the way were known.
All the wells wore deep, 80 the crowds of hoys
and givls wore kept busy drawing water for
the apiinals constantly seriving, whils numbers
of people were et with carrying their harvest
into the towns in sacks wnde of the lenves
of the doow palm, borne on the backs of

287

oxen. In this region natron lnkes similar to
those nlready visiter] (p. 245) are found, though,
unlike those in the dosert country farther
north, the borders of tho lakes are covered
with cotton-patches, kitehen-gurdens whers
doraho* i3 grown, doam bnsh and rank grass,

In this way the travellers journeyed along,
seldlom wolested, and indeed alnost inviriably
treated with hospitality, and sowetimes with
unexpected kindness. Wallod towns and
villages, nogro huts and clay palaces, dotted
the country no thickly that it was seldom
thal men or the sigus of human habitation
wore out of sight. DBut, as always happens
in o country where communications are slow
or difficult, food was plentiful in one districs
and senrce in another, whilo the calenlations
of the traveller s to expenses were com-
plicated by the different valuc that monoy
ur its equivalents had in difforent regions.
Even Barth, who had the thrifty (erman's
art of travelling at o cost the secret of which
all his successors have failed to sequire, and
who when necessity compelled opened shop
in order to disposo to the best advantage of
the goods with which he was provided to
pay his way, was sometimes puzsled to decide
whether ho was Leing cheateld or simply
paying the market price,

Somna of the towns, like Guré, built on the
lower slope of a rocky cminence, and sur-
raunded with o wall, boyond which o 0e
lny kitchen-gardens ond cotton- walled
plantations, wore picturssque—ab 4
distance—~nand the governors men of conse-
quencs, though, like corresponding dignitaries
in more eivilised rogions, aften sorely pressed
Ty the lack of eash. The muiler of the distries
of which Guré was the capital (p. 288) could,
for example, put 1,500 horsemen and from
8,000 to 10,000 archers into the field, while his
revenues smounted to 30,000,000 cowries—or,
according to the standard of the place, sbout
10,000 Spanish dollars—Lesides s laxgo tributo
of corn, which in o}l provinees north-west of the

» Corehorug olitorins, or Jew's Mallow, a plant allied
to the Chinewe hemp or jute, now used for so muny
purposes. It s onltivated as a pot-herb.
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Komddug, owing to these termtories having
prosorved their mdependenee agamet the
Fulahs, belongs to the governurs personally,
and not to their sovewign lord the Sheik
in Knkawa., Every adult mele in the pro-
vinee has to pay m twxes 1,000 shalls for him-
solf, ond, if he possess cattle, for overy pack-ox
1,000 mare, and for every slave 2,000, which
matio may be taken to express the relative
value of master, man,and beust in the pelitico-

e ~
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gUnf, THR CAPITAL O MUNIYO,

economical system of the country. The
"Tousreg nomads, however, were then—as they
are still—very troublesowne, grently reducing
the rovenue by cheir jnroads, though, as the
governor had recently bought a howe of the
Terkaye breed for 700,000 shells, or £50—n
high price for that region—such difficulties
ttid not interfere with his personal expenditure
~-ospocislly when the merchant had to wait
for his monoy. Slave-hunting at thab time
wagso regulnr an oceupation that tho governor
—p tman of oxceptionally good charactor—
bogged Barth to prolang his stay, as ha was
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just then on the eve of setting out on a foray
agomst one of the towns that had displayed
some triendliness to the Touaregs, in order to
“obtain slaves to pay his debts”

Wushek is another peculiarly interesting
place—* o mxture of fmtility and aridity, of
cultivation and desolation, of industzyy and

peglect "—being situated at some distance
from the foot of & mountain-range, and
separated from 1t by a berren tract, whilst
on the site of the town itselt the spiings burst
out in gaveral smuall dells or hollows, which

#4
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thus yicld » good crop of wheat and several
small groves of date palms, and on the drier
ground tmwnarind trees entwined with crecpors
and clothed with herbage. As might le ex-
pecled, water is abundant, ponds forming in
favourable places, and wells, generally full,
being dug at o fool or two beneath the surface,
Wushek is also the chiel whoat-growing dis-
trict in Bormnu.  Ruined holds and towers
are not uncomumnon, the country, peaceful
though it looks, having been agnin and again
ravaged by civil war and fovoign foes. Tlus
(abata, the old residence of the governors, is
now nothing but a heap of unsightly walls
and arches, though in a recess at the foot of
the mountains is standing & stone dwelling
in which it was of old the customn for every
yuler of the country upon his accession to the
Lhrone to retire for seven days. The natives
say that there are caves leading from the
&tone housa into the rocks, but the governor
urgently begged the white men not to visit i,
{or the place was—as all such eerie spots ave
in Moslem mythology—haunted Ly spirits or
Jinns, who would resent any such profanity
from inortel men. It was on Christmas Day,
1852, that Barth arrived at the town of Zinder,
4 funous place for trade, nnd notorious also
for the numerous fires that at intorvals
dostroyod the wattle huts of which o large
portion of it was composed, so that & trnder
might between sunrige and sunsel be ruined
by his merchandisc being reduced to ashes.
As for the ardinery citizen, he had littlo to
Jose; a fow hours’ toil replaced his monsion.
Here Barth had to wait for supplies that
were to be sent him by am Arab caravan
from Tripoli, This rather risky con-
gignment duly arrived, the money
portion of it being packed in two
boxes of sugar, so that, happily, few peoplo
were aware that the Christian had received
treasure so reedily plundered. With the
coin and othor srticles a supply of red
Dernouses, or cloaks, turbans, looking-glasses,
olothes, tazors, chaplets, and other artieles
was purchased at a modewato rate, all
European goods, after tho arrival of a caraven,
19

Zinder
and its
commerce.
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falling in price. Unfortunately, snother box
containing English hardware and 400 dollars,
which renched the town soon after he left,
remained in the hands of the Shereel T Fasi,
the Grand Vizier of Bormu's agent, until, in
tho rovolution two years later, this man was
murdered ancd his house plandered of il it
contained,

At Katsenn, farther on, another halt was
mnde, and more goods wero pnrchased in the
shapo of cotton and sill arlicles
made nt Nupt and Kano—the
“ Manchester of Africa,” as Baxth ealls it—and
loather watcr-sking, for which the place is
famous. Black shawls for covering the face
were taken as gifts to the Touaregs, who adopt
this method of protecting themselves from the
grit and glare of the desert sand, Another
article for which Katsena bonrs a good reputa-
tion is tobacco, and of this and turkedis, or
women’s cloths, n good supply was laid in ; so
that, provided with goods in so mmueh favour
with the negro, he felt safe to pass without
mmnch trouble the countrios lying beyond.

After o perilons jonrney, owing to the fret
of civil war having broken out, and a hostile
wrmy being on the road, and slso due not
little to the eirorunstance i the governor of
Katsona had begun to look with a covetons
oye on the weulth that Barth possessed, the
caravan arrived at Sokoto, a spot
that we hove visited more than
once with emclior travellers, At that dute
it possessed some tive thousand inhabitants,
but had ceaserd to be the eapital of the decay-
ing Fulah Empire (p. 223), and ut the time of
Barth’s visit was governed by a “ghaladives,”
or doputy. Everything bespoke deeny. The
Arabs, who st onc time frequented the place,
Do longer came, ond the whale trade in foreign
merchendise had passed into the hauds of the
People of Ghat and Aghades, many of whowm
warg wealthy, Blind beggars swarmed ; and
a visit to the merket—nlways o safe test of
the woalth of any tovm—suggested the poverty
which war and turmoil had brought abeut.
The house in which (lapperton died (p. 359)
was still in a fair state of proservation, bt

Eatsens.

Sokoto.
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the mosque that wos a-huilding during his
stoy in the town way, like many other strue-
tures, in yuins,  The market, held on a rocky
slope, hud, however, u good many huyers and
sellers of hiorses, eattle, oxon, awrl the leather
goods that are extensively monufagtured in
Sokoto, The bridles of Nogroluud, and the
stivrups made of the exeellent iron vadely
smelted In this part of Afrien, were in great
demand,  Some slaves were for sale b o
rather high price—a “lad of indifferent. ap-
peurance ” bringing 33,000 cowries, whilo n
goott pony was sold for very littlo lews. The
salt earavans had just arvived with the article
which, frows the earliest period, has been a
favourite article of eommerce over Central
Afviea (p. 108); and among the minor
morchandise that they brought with them
were the desert dates, a fruit no longer a
staple ns it is in the dvier eountries farther
north, Rice is another of the Sckote crops,
ono valloy newr the town being covered with
fields of it, though during the rainy season
they are under water, and have to be passed
in canoes, several of which were lying in halvos
ready to be sewn together when their services
were necessary. Rolumning te Wurno, which
had been his headquartors before tho ex-
cursion to Sokoto was made, Barth wmet the
Sultan Aliyu, who hed just mrived from
& warlike expedition ageinst some hamlets
that had placed thewselves undor the pro-
teetion of his enemy, though, from the ac-
rornts received of the cowardice displayed by
the Fulahs, it seemed that forty years ago the
vigour of this once maxtial raco was beginning,
like the towns of the empire they had con-
quered, to decay.

(Hlad to escape from the importnnate beg-
gars of Wurno—a town that sheres with
Sokoto the repatation of possessing & more
inveterately persistent breed of tho people
whom - the Spaniards desoribe as *beso-
fosos” (% those who want something™) than
any other part of Central Africa—Barth, or
Abd-ol-Kerim, s he found it still prudent
to call himself, was glad to obtain Aliyu's
acquiaseance in his journey to Timbuetoo, and
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rocommendations to its ruler, though every
day tho conntry was becoming more and more
dangerons to Lravel in; for one Atrican prince
is uamally so jealous of another that he will
often thwart, tho visit to Lis rival of so im-
portunt a personsge os o white man,

Beyond Sokoto the couutry was entirely
new to Buropesn fool, bui, in spite of the
distirhed state of the country, s newiama:
(ando was safely reached, and the Gande.
chief, Khalils, duly waitod wpon. This man,
& Fulah, was ag powerful as the Sultan of
Sokato, andl noted for his hatred of Christians.
Dut the judicious gift of three bernouses, “ono
of yellow, one of rod cloth, and the third of
the kind called helali; & haik or jérid of the
finest quality, a Stambuli carpet, two entire
picces of muslin, a red cap, four lonves of
sugar, throe phials of rose-oil, & pair of razors,
five looking-glasses, a pound of cloves, and
another of benzoin,” as kingly a present—
& pair of silver-mounted pistols cxcepted—as
the sovereign of Sckolo had received, racon~
ciled Khalilt to the dubious orthodoxy of his
visitor. Possibly also the desiro to stand well
with, his uncle, the Prince of Gando, who had
sent n commendatory lelter to him, had some-
thing to do with Barth's favourable reception.

By-and-by, however, an Arab named El
Bakdy, who, aftor trying his fortune in many
Places, had settled down here, mannged,
with & view to advancing his own interest, to
areate trouble botween Barth and the Sultan,
whao, leading o sort of monkich life, was easily
infiuenced by this man and by his own
brothers, to all of whom, accordingly, pre-
sents had to be made, From El Bakiy—a
name Barth learned to hate, though it after-
wards became dear to him as that of his pro-
testor in Timbuctoo—Ehalili learned that
Aliyu of Sokoto had reegived silver-mounted
pistols worth more than all the gifts bestowed
on him, though he in reality ruled a wider
territory than tho prinee so favoured. Accord-
ingly, Abd-el-Kerim was given to understand
that, nnless this omission was promptly recti-
fied, he should he permitted neither to pro-
teod on his way nor to retrace his steps.
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As this was impossible to think of—thongh
the country from this spot to the Niger was
so troubled ag to vender it doubtful whether
it would be wiso to go on—a second pair of
pistols had to be sacriiced, and, after endless
bribes to tho Arab who saw his chance to act
ns the intermediary, a lottor of safo conduct
was procurcd from the Sulian, and once mioro,
in the first woek in Jime, this leisarely journoy
was resuned.

With the great river within appronchablo
distance, tho drond that Ly any chence he
Wwasana  Should never be able to seo it
rumoursof  oppressed the travellor's spirits,
‘war. » .

whilo at the samo tiwe every step,
being across a rogion that previous explorers
had avoided, was full of intorest. Yeb it
almost seernod as if he were doomed never to
drink of the Niger waters. Not a day passed
without signs of tho ravages of war coming
bofore the oyes of tho travallers Passing by
o sheet of water that receded behind the
wolled town of Badda-badde, traces of the
elophant, which had disappeared for a long
time, now grew shick near the rice-fields and
vich pastures that led down to the Fad-
dama. A little farther on the little town of
Yora was reached, and the caravan was
urgently warned by tho paople met with to
be on the outlook for an approaching raiding
party.  Yara was a tragic monument of
the misery wrought by the war now desclat-
ing the country. Not long beforc it had
been a busy place. But all the inhabitents
were now carried into slavery, and the entire
aspect of the desorted town was cloleful
and melancholy in the extreme, Yef imme-
distely outside the village lay a luxuriant
rice-field, where the crops were already almost
thres feet high, and givt by a lovely border of
shade-trees, overtopped by a number of tall
doleb palms, the golden fruit of which, half
Tipe, was starting forth from under the
feathery foliage. Close by, a solitary indi-
vidual, seemingly careless of the unsafe state
of the country, sat guietly at the foot of one
oft the palm-trees stolidly enjoying its fruit.
Suspecting him, not unjustly, to be & spy
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posted hero by the enemy in oxdor to give
information of any travellors worthy of
plundering, it was difficult to provent somw
of the earavan from shooting the innecent-
looking negro,

Btill marching through » vory vich country,
the travellers, Lo their delight, et with the
ﬁfl‘st 0v1denc.0 t]rlcy hud 'f(?l'- 8 l.nng A travellar
timo seon of Western eivilisation, fromthe
This was a Joloff (p. 150) from the At
shores of the Atlautie, currying his lictle
Inggage ou his head, and waking for the
walled town of Xardi, though, froin the double-
Dbarrelled gun that he curried on his shoulder,
and the short swortl hanging at his side, while
his shirt was tossed gallantly up and tied over
his shoulder behind his neck, the far-travelled
pedestiian scemed inclined to rely for safety
more on his own right hend than on any
man’s bold.  “In my joy at the sight of this
enterprising native traveller.” Dr. Barth telly
us, “ I could not forbear making him u small
present in order to assist him in his ardnous
undertaking” At Kola, another walled « city,”
defended by seventy mnusketeers, who ean, if
necessary, block the great valley of Kibbi, »
halt was made to coneilite the powerful
govarnor, who, like his sister, was extrewely
hospitable, the luly evineing her goodwill hy
the gift of a goose, & Livd Jess conumon. then
barn-door fowls in this region, and of Ialer
introdnction from the Ewropean seitlements
on the West Coast. Well-furtiticd tuwns,
additionally protectedl by & fence of prickly
thorns, were passed every fow miles, and every-
where the inhalitants doubted whether, in the
turbulent condition of the country, it would
be possible to reach the Niger. Many of these
places were quite deserted, and romains of
others only recently destroyed were frequent,
Evon the tribute which Nupé had to pay to
Gando had, owing to the wuars uf the
two factions that then tore the state in
two, to bo sent by o roundsbout way. Yot
closa to Kola, under the protection of a couple
of well-stockadedl hamlots, herds of horses
wore grazing on the fine pastures. But the
herhage was full of small venomons snakes,
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which so repentedly, and in such unusually
large numbers, erossed the puths that, to »
footman, & journcy in the pleasant mendows
must be dangerous, since the wild bour i
not fornd here, and the domestic pig, which
keeps down serpents wherever it i st fres, is
natnrally not one of the live stoek round a
Mohammedan village.

By-aul-hy, however, Jeaving behind Jug-
gorn, with its groves of monkey-brend treos,
Digai, where he was weleomed to the province
by the govornor’s sons, and Togirma, the seat
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of gnvernnient, with from 7,000 to 8,000 in-
habitants, but just then suffering from a
Atorest  Searcity of provisions, the travellers
march. entered o forest-covererd wilderness,
pleasant to look wpon, as the trees, all
in blossom, ditfused a delightful fragranco
sround, but perilous, uwing to the ubsence
of villages in which tho wayfarers might take
refuge after dak.  Overteking o party of
Tounrags, whe, with camels, Lullocks, and
sspes, were on their way to Fogho, an un-
wonted trent was oxperienced in the shape of
a uight in the open country, instead of in the
dirty huts that had hitherto formed the
travellers' lodgings, Two extonsive ponds
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supplied delicious water, though, curiously
enough, when returning by the same route
little more than a yesr Inter, the same ponds
had nequired—eithor from being meddled
with or tho decay of vegetation—such a
pernicious character that alnost the whole
troop drinking of them were peisoned. But to
tho natives the delight of the woodland was
nothing. 8o much terror, indeed, did its renl
or supposed dangers inspire, that tho mere fact
of Barth having spent a night in the unsafe
wilderncss was sufficient to secure him o re-
putation for courage that lasted long enough
to bo Iresh when he passed that way in the
following year.

The valley of the Fogha, which falls into
the Niger one day and a hall from Gaya, is,
one of the shallow dales that give wue miger
so remarkable a fealure to this fribwesles.
portion of the country. The water flowing
through them exhibits no current, showing
that the country has little inclination towards
the great river, and it is also an evidence
thet 1t dreins only so limited an extent of
ground that it is doubtful whether, even
after the plentiful rains that fall in the
mountainous country of Air or Asben (of
which Aghades is the best-known spol), the
water-courses of that region have the slightest
connection with these shallow vales that join
the Niger. Sali lakes, ficlds of yams and
tobnceo, and herds of clephants—iwhere the
country was wooded-—abounded, in spite of
the wretchedness that the eivil war then
in progress beiween tho ndjoining provinces
had cansed, and continued until, at Garbo,
the last Houssa villige was resched and
burried post, sines, notwithstanding the many
corn-stacks standing around it, no grein was
to be obtained.

Boyond this part nll the country was
Songhai, and at Songho-sare, & pleasant
farming hewlet Inrgely inhebited by slaves
belonging to the people of Tamkels, they
found plenty of corn. The architecture—such
a§ it was—of the houses was now markedly
altoredt, instond of ovil-smelling, unventilated
clay huts, the Senghai villages consisting



A BONGHAI VILLAGE,

merely of recds, so that, while the dwollings
aro loss solid than those of Kebbi, they are
better ventilated. The peoplo of this place
also seem to be moro hospitable than those
of the country generally, il a «jovial farmer ”
it to be accepted as a type of his people.
For, in addition to a hearly welcome, this

203

rendored the labowrs of the husbendman
uncertain.  Even the people were, it pussible,
more inhospitablo than the Soughai, who, in
their present degraded condition sinee the
Lrenk-up of the old Songhui Faupire, boar the
reputationof heing a sullew tee , fov ar anothey
village, callod Tigore, inhalitod by oo farmers,

NATIVE MODE OF CROESING A RIVER BY MEANR OF CALABASHES,

agriculturist presented the travellers with milk,
corn, and o sheep. Hot weather and drought
compelling short marches, the next few days
were not so agreeable as their prodecessars.
The land was parched and untilled, except
here and there, or covered with underwood
which baspake either poar soil, little security,
or periodical spells of rainless seasons that

diffigulty was found in obtaining quarters, and
at Tanna, 8 much larger one of the same
character, “the Mayor” was so surly o
functionary that he refused to leave his cool
shed in the hent of the day, so that o hmt to
sholter the party could only be procured after
the argument of force had been applicd,

The party Wos now approaching the Niger,
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and, cluted with the feeling that one of the
The Miger  SPCA objects of the long j_uul'ney
is resched: was now over, Darth set forwanl
townofsay. il bueyant spivits until, after »
conple of hours through o rorky wilderness
covered with dense bushes, the noble river lay
hefore them with the towof Suy on the other
side (. 108). Tero the stream, heing hemmed
in by a rocky hank, was enly about 700 yards
in breadth, but the opposite shore was Hatter,
and there the low rauparts and huts of a lurge
town, overtopped by slender doom pahus,
sprend oub in a most pietures(ue manner.

The ford was w busy one—camels, asses,
pack-oxen, corn, sheep, and their ownors, with
lnzge pack-trains of merchundisy, crossing and
rocrossing in large Loats made of two trees
hollowed out and sown together in the middle.
Barth’s arrival was not wmexpected, and the
“King of the Waters "—the harbour-master,
as wo in owr less flowery language would term
him—had sent to Sinder, higher up, for
the largest cpm-hoats, in order that the
stranger should be farriorl acrossin gond style,
It was with strange feelings that Barth now
floated on. the river of so any hopes, Donbs-
ful from the very first whether ho would ever
Tawo beew able to rerch the Atlantie—though
it now appesrs that this might have been
flone without greater Inbour than the return
journey to Tripoli eost—he had determined
onan even mere interesting task—to survey
the cuomse of the Niger between the put
where it had beeowe tolerably well known by
the Iabours of Park and Caillié, and the lawer
portion explorerd by the Landers.

In Say he received a polito but by no means
cffnsive welecome, and quarters that were
searcely to his mind. But the town itsoif,
picturesque though it looks trom the opposite
bank of the river, is o poor nffairwhen cxamined
from the inside. It is laxge, but thinly in-
habited, and, with the exception of the
Governor's “palace,” all the houses are built
of reeds and matting, seattered in groups like
80 many independent hamlets. It is, more-
over, very unhealthy, the valloy in which it is
situated being at the end of the rainy season
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filled with water, stopping all business and,
when the floods are higher than usual, com-
pelling tho citizens to seck safoty beyond the
hordors of the valley, their town being then in
roality, as it iy geographically at all times, on
an island. The market was poor compared
with most of those Borth hod scen in the
groat towns through which he had passed,
and at the time of his visit, Say and Houssa
being on unfriendly terms, provisions were
scarce and dear. Yet, in spite of the super-
abundance of water, no rice was grown any-
where near the town. But the situation of
Say as n conunercial centre is undoubtedly
great, it being the beginning of & long stretch
of open water above Bussa and Yawr, a geo-
graphical fact which the French have already
grasped, to the loss of the nation in whose'
inlerests Barth pointed it out in 1852,

It was now widsummer, and fever rampant,
Nothing was to be gained by staying longer
hore ; Timbuctoo was befora him, aong tne
and thither accordingly, amicd p Nigerbeuks,
storm of thunder, beginning with & temific
sand-wind and ending in torrents of rain, the
travellers set out. But to the farmers of the
hilly country through which their route lay
the rainfall was woleome in so far that it had
rendored the soil fit for tillage and the recep-
tion of the sced-grain. Accordingly, wherever
the ground was fitling for ploughing in the
primitive scratching manner practised all over
aboriginal Africa, it was being propared for
the harvest, which in those favonred lands
ripons in o month or two, Hill and dale, in
genernl trecless and uninhabited, and st times
o wilderness with only o few inhabited spots,
wos the gonoral character of the country
through which they passed, until at Cham-
pagore, a town enciveled by hills, a halt was
made. This place is remarkeble for its corn
meagazines, two of which are seen in every
court-yard. These are towers or quadrangular
buildings, raited a fow feet above the ground,
in order to protect the contents from the
white ants, which are everywhera the pest of
this region. Shaped not unkke the dove-cots
of Egypt, they sre from ten to fifteen feet in
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height, without any oponing at the bottom, a
window-like nperture near the top serving at

once for the admission of light and the putting

in and taking out of the corn. Altogether,
liko the stoepler of sume
village churches in Fngland,
they quite dwarf in appear-
ance the Jess inposing strue-
tures built near tha base,
Continuing  his  journoy
through the hilly country
of Curma, provided with
an armod escort from tho
chiol of Champagors, tho
party passed on the way
sevoral iron-smelting furnaces,
,about six [foet high and a
foot and o hnll in dismoter
at the base. The ironstone,
of which quantities are dng
out of the hills, is placed
under o luge mnount of
wood-ashes until the metal
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porters themselves swam Leside them (p. 208).
Footprints of elephants wero seen, a1 once a
large herd of Lutfalo were obsorved cropping
the rich pastures by the xiver In the
provinces of Yagha, the
weavers, the basket-malors,
and the makers of lonther
work wers busy at the
door of gvery lm, though,
many of their dwellings
being infested by ants,itwas
perilous to the baggege and
torture to its owner to pass
o night under their roofs.
As  Timbuetoo grew
neaver, the fanaticismm of
the people be- , oo
canle move viru- folk:
lent, and at one TORHleE
Place, had not, the teveller
represonted hiweelf as an
officor carrying books to
I the sheik—and therefore

bogins to melt, and is then, \

i endowed with s special
sanetity—oven Daxth’s pro-
fossion of orthodoxy would
not have suved him from
the fury of these savage
Moslems  against  anyons
oven suspected of uon-

ILAP OF
DB. BARTH'S ROUTH,

by means of three
channels at the hot-
tom of the furnace,
received in o basin. At times bends of the
river had to be crossed on bundles of reeds*
or by means of calabaches in which were stowed
the smaller articles of luggage, while tho

*Tha writer has orosset] rivers in Moroceo in an iden-
tical fashion, Until very recently-—if not still—these
bundlés were the only appronck to  ferry-buat across the
Hebu river on the caravan ronts from the bty of Fez fo
El Kagsis ¥l Kebir; holf-way to Tangier

eonformity. The plea men-
tioned, however, succeedod
only too well, for the spoar
dvopped froin the hands
of the fate mob, and
ench in turn hegged the
blessing of the Syrisn
pilgrim—as ke called him-
self—a process that in-
volved laying hands on & great 1many very
dirty heads, Poverty seemed the rule of the
villages. The mayor of one was an old men
in & ragged shirt, thongh Lis two fat wives
were resplendent in copper armlets and hrace-
lots, with & thin plate of tin un the under lip,
Jike that womn by the Margit though they do

+ This tug be ompored with the still more curigus
“ oranaents " worn by the ¥ydah woitten in North-Wesh
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not sport, the nose-ring so gencral among the
Songhai women,

At Nomantugu Borth foll in with an Arab
from tho West, one Weled Ananer Walati, in
whose compuny he was futed to entor Tim-
buetoo,  Uither had Walabi emigrated aftoy
loading o roving life nuong the Teuwregs and
Fulubs, aud, amome his other accomplish-
menty, he spoke with the greatest fluency
almost all of the languagos between the Atlus
and the Niger. In spite, howevor, of his
grave appearance—his long dark gown and
the black shawl about his head giving him
somo vesewblanes to u servant of the Inquisi-
tion—Bl Walati was mueh too clever for
Barth and, before the travellor had done with
him, played hint many a seurvy trick.

The greed of the people seemed to incrense
s the great town wos neared--even the
governors, after being presented

tne yusen. With gifts, begging the clothes the
the farther » , inoli :
B gonee.o traveller wore, English darning-

needles were, however, held in mnch
esteeni, though the o¥dinary sewing ones were
not received with much gratitude. In the
Touareg cvuntry the situation became more
dangerous, for those nomads are o fanatical
race, and ns Barth had been represonted to
them s o groat “Shereef’—or descendant
of the Prophet—his Areb companion, “one
of the vloverest mon™ ho had ever mot with,
suggested that Borth should keep up his
charaster Ly largess on a more than usually
Invish seale, and ns his counsellor acted as the
interpretor and go-between, he wanaged to
sell to the tribesmen the traveller’s presents
s his own goods!

As thoy approached Timbuctoo, tho eager-
ness of the people to buy, or to be given, tea—
“the water of Bimsim” (the holy well of
Mecon), as they ealled it—grew more snd
more keon, and by-and-by even the women
plagued the traveller for tobaceo, which
seemed not to bo grown in that part of the
country, fmpoded by hoavy rains and end-

Amerigs, and by the Botoondos of South Ameries, for
which s ~The Peoples of the World” vol. £, pp. 48,
90, snd * The Countries of the World,” vol. i, p. 160,
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loss flooded rivers and swamps, progress along
the banks was slow and tedious.

On tho 27th of Angust, aftor passing through
a country fll of Fulah oattlo-breeders and
rocks worn into fantastic shapes
by the tin, they reached the pars enims
town of Saraymno, not without Miger for
Bl Walati trying once or twice
yuietty to dispose of Darth in order to inherit
his property; and Lore the land jourey
ended and the Niger voyngo begnn. By this
time, not improbably owing to the knavery
of this man, suspicions as to the religion
of the Syrian pilgrim again took such shape
that hoe was glad to repeat the opening prayer
of the Kormn, which concludes with “God
may give water” And as it so happened _
that next day rein fell, the stranger’s petitions
were in greal favour. Tho governor—who
asked for a Llessing and an cmetic—wag, how-
ever, less plensed. For, though tho latter
acted like a charm, he was shocked in after-
days to learn that the former had been
bestowed by sn Infidel At Kora Island,
where the Fatta joins tho main branch of
the Niger, and forms o nelwork of back-
waters and channels that spread over a large
aren, of country, the party embarked in o large
Loat hired for their exclusive use. Crocodiles,
hippopotami, and tishes were abundant, and
buge lizards basked on tho dry spots mmnicd
this archipolago of low islots until the open
river was reached, under tho name of the Isa
or Mayo Balleo, During the palmy days of
the Songhai Empire, fleets of boats continually
pussed and repassed up and down tho xiver
to Gagho and Jenné But in tho course of
their voyage they met with scercely one, and
nov, close to the great conmercial city, the vast
flood was as solitary as if' it did not exist,
Then, on the Tth of September, 1853, six days
aficr selting out, the boat crossed the river
and entered o croek, which grew shallower
until it anchored off a town on the slope of
a sandy emineneo. Then the traveller know
that for the prosent his journey was nearing
its end, for the town of dome-shaped houses
waa IKabara, the port of Timbuetoo (p. 121).
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TRERE was a time in the history of the Soudan
whon Kabara was an oven more important
place than Timbuctoo. But at tho date of
Barth'a visit its glory as a river port had
sunk so low that its inhabitants did not
number more than two thonsand, in no
way distinguished by wealth or intelligance.
Having, in his character as a Syrian pilgrin
under the special protection of the Sultan of
Turkey, secured quarters in the fown, he
was soon visited by a truenlent Tarki chief,
who demanded a gift, which being refused, ke
loft, and Barth'’s quarters were fmmediately
fillod by srmed men, He was, however,
glad to learn that theso were merely herds-

men who had come to protect thoir cattle
from the vory man who had just gone, he
and his followers, in addition to some Tomg-
regs, having arvived on a maiding expedition.
This incident was the key to the situation,
Timbuctoo and its neighbourhood being
alternatoly under the domination of one tribe
or another, and the whole conntry for miles
around at the merey of rabler chiefs,
without any power strong enough to kesp
thom from pillaging the vesidents or the
strangers who came heve fo do Dbusiness
Meanwhile Bl Walati saw that he was mastor
of the situation, and at once began to im-
poverish Barth by asking Lim for goods
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not only for himsell, but for a great wany
individuals whom he represented to be his
frionds and Drothers, before he sev ont for
Timbuetoo to seek proteetion for Burth from
the Sheik Kl Bukhay, chief of the Arabs, on
whom Bt had il along loen relying.  Next
day he roturmed, not with EL Bukluy, who was
Lrom hame, but with his Tyother, Nidi Alwati,
and some of his follewers, all of whom were
very anxious to know whet wus the kind or
protection the Turkish Sultan had given,
since it leaked ous thut Kl Walati had told
them that the traveller was really a Christian
in disguise. As Barth had parted with his
firman from the Bashaw of Tripoli, and did
110t possess any paper bearing upon his prasent
sttuation, it beeans urgent to reach Tim-
buetoo at onee and obtain the favonr of El
Dakhuy, since in his present situation he
wus practically an ontlaw, to kill whow, as an
Infidel, would not entail uny punishment on
the murdever,

Neat day necordingly he left Kabara amid
a crowd of people attracted by the news that
g strangor of distinetion hud avrivei. Botween
the port and the city lios a desert tract covered
with thorny ncocias and stunted trees. Yot
these five miles wre so dangerons, owing to
the Touareg robbers that hannt them, (that in
the langunge of the country they are known
as “Ur-irmnandes™—+ 1o (God) does not hear”
—Ifrom the fact that peopls wre constantly
killedd in this littlo desort without their erios
reaching the ear of anyons able to suecour
thew (p. 208).

Near the town Barth was wet by a erowd
of people who had eame out to welrome him,
sutramee  AA11ONG these polite Timbuctooese
intoTim- Do was so nnfortunnte as to meot
mueton.  with a man who addrossed him in
Turkish, o language in whick the pseudo-
Syrian traveller had somo difficulty in framing
san intelligent roply, in spite of his being
aupposed to be a subject of the Caliph, who
in this pmt of Afries s held in higher
ssteain than elsewhera (p. 301} Glad {p leave
80 compromising n company, he traversed
sgversl nasrow stroets of dirty reed-huts
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which form the suburbs, into a quarter whare
many of the houses wero two storeys in height,
until the dwelling apportioned to him was
reached. Hero for o time ho could rest in
saloly. Dul the saloty was only temporary;
tor Bl Walati, who had counselled Barth to
pass as o Mohammedan, had as usual played
the teator, and, by telling that ho was a
Christinn, rousel the fanaticism of & eity
which is in many respocts—or, at loast, was
in thoso dnys—as Ligoted as Mecea. In tho
absence of El Bakhay, he considered it pru-
dent to keep in-doors, only ascending now and
then for fresh air to the flat roof of his house,
from which he could survey the mixture of
cluy huts, Lig and little, the narrow lanes, in
which it was diffieult for two horsemen to ride
abreast, and the market, glimpses of which b
he could obtain owing to its situation on
the slope of the sand-hills that in couxse of
time have accumulated round tho prineipal
mosque. To obtain the means of support,
guols were every now and again sent Into
the market for sale; but, in the face of orders
not to admit anyone, his rotirement was
continnally interrupted Dby visitors attrasted
cither Ly curlosity or by a desive to obtain
information from the learned stranger.

At last, on the 26th of Heptombey, nearly
three weeks after his entranco into Timbuetoo,
El Bakhay amived, and from that time the
traveller's position was improvod, since, apart
from Barth having been recommended to this
powerful man’s protection, the Sheik himself
was notoriously large-minded, and ovon liberal,
beyond any of his countrymen in the city.
Even in tho watter of gifts, a question
which an Avab seldom shows any conscience,
Tl Bakhay, after receiving articles worth about
thirty pounds, desired to bo given nothingmore,
only intimating that when the traveller re-
twned home ho hoped the British Government
would send him some Arabic books and good
tirenyms, From that time, during the nine
onths Barth passed in Timbuetoo, El Bakhay
seldom interniitted his kindness,and but for his
influence it i3 doubtful whether the travollor
would over have been permitted to lenve the
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city alive, The feelings of the poaple to him
were naturally not waymn, and the Morocce
traders, who dvended any action that might
cut off their lucrative caravan business, weve
1o & man unfriendly ; while the ungencrous
conduct of Alwati, the Sheile’s brother, cangad
him seme annoyance. Add to this the fact
that there were still in or about Timluetoo
mon who remombered, and had been wounded
by, Mungo Park, and were ready to revenge
themselves and thelr kindved on the country-
men o co-religionist of that traveller, and
the constant peril that Barth underwent
mny be imagined. Though the government
of tho town was virtually in the hands of
the Shoilk El Dakbay, a moember of a
, powerful Shercefiun family revered through-
out tho Soudan, the nomingl ruler was a
deputy of Ahmedu ben Ahmedu, tho Fulsh
govercign (p. 224), whose countrymen had
conquerod 1t in 1826 From this potentatc
thoro nrvived one day an omler, backed up by
a troop of armed men, to drive Barth out of
the city. El Bakhay was a kind but not a
strong man, and in his nephew, Hammadi, had
long had o vival for power. Accordingly, this
youth, feeling himself strengthened by the
arrival of snch a force, at once issped an
order that the inhabitants must attend to the
ordes of the Emir and, in the event of the
Christian. offering any resistance, not even
spars his life.

It had cvidently been the intention of El
Dakhay to send Barth ont of the place at
tho first opportunity that offered itself
Howover, the new position of affairs stiffensd
his back immedistely. He loved not the
Fnir, to whose authority he was opposed, nnd
b foresaw that if he permitted the expulsion
of his protdgé the position of his nophew
would be materially strengthened, Barths
departure was therefore indefinitely postponed,
though this fact did not improve mmattors so
far ns he was concerned ; for El Walati now
renawod his intrigues, and the agent whom
Barth had employed, seeing the difficultios of
the sifuation he was placed in between rival
powars, refused any longor to transact business
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for hime.  The influence of Bl Walati was also
felt in many other ways. Continual demands
were made by the Sheik’s Lrothor, and even
the Sheik himself, who was a person of an
entivly different character, smggostod thas
Barth should send o lotter to Tripoli for
certain articles desired by him aned yemnin
& hostage in Timbuctou wntil they were
roceived. Being told most distinetly thut
not the valug of a needle could be received
until the traveller himself roturned, ho re-
sumed his old velations, and even checked
the knavery of El Walati, to whose true
chatacter he gradually bevame alive. Deter-
tnined also Lo show the townsfolk that he was
nob afraid either of them or the Fulah Fmir,
El Bakhay pitched his canp outside the city,
and kept Boath with him during the few days
Le remained. Time, however, only increased
the number of the Christian’s cnemies. In
the streets he was in constant danger of
attack, and scarcely a day passed withous
attempts being made to scize or to kill him.
One purty actuslly attacked the Sheik’s
camp for that purpose. The whole plnce
seeed to have been upset on his usecoums,
until one day, close on Christmas, the leader
of o laxgo bodyof Berabish, who had arrived
avowedly with the object of killing Durth, Kl
ill and died before he had tima to acconyplish
his design, The sudden death of this uhief
made o profound impression net only upm
his followers but upon the townspeoplo und
the Sheil himsclf. For it was known that
he wos the son of the man who had murdored
Major Laing—El Bais, «the Captain,” as he
was still called—the fivst Buropean teaveller
who had visited Timbuctoo (p. 228), and for
some resson geuerally regurded as the father
of Barth, who no doubt was considered by
many of them to have come to Timlmetoo
with the object of obtaining the pumishment
of the assassing, Qthers, however, were sus-
picious that conquost was his object; though
Tl Bakhay questioned this much, since jn his
opinion it conld searcely be possible that there
wero any poar people among the Chuistians.
This view, however, Barth did not confimm ;
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but he ndded that when his sovercign heard
that in Central Afiies thero were people who
conll extrart o living from sand, he had
despatehed him to [athom tho seeret of this
art, At ol ovents, after tho death of the
Begabish ehicf, the Sheik seomed anxions for
Burth to leave, lutimating that nething would
please hit better than to leam (hat ho hail
reached home in safety. Bt shis he wus not
faledd to do until the 18th of May, 1554, for
illness and other reasims kept him lingering
in tho ity long after he had outlived the very
moderato welcome he had ever veceived, and
many months over the date when he had
satistied any curivsity which a few visits to
the lanes of the dirty town had aroused.

Timbnetoo was indeed a disappointment.
It wns by no means so large as rmnour had
Timbuotes  G8scribed, though the ruins found
o1t heyond the present limits of the
town would indlicato that, before eivil war and
conguest had ruined it, the motropolis of
Centrul Aftica had been really an extensive city.
Tts cireumference at present is listle more than
two and 2 half miles, though without walls,
ity former wunput heving been destroyed
by the Fulahs in 1826, and never rebuilt.
Yet all the houses occupiod wore at that
periad in tolerable repoir, sowe nine hundred
and eighty Leing of clay, and o couple of
hondred conieal luis of matting, the latter,
witl » fow exceptions, on the outskirts of the
place.  The three large mosques are the only
remarkeble public buildings in the towm,
the royal palace iu which the Kings of
Songhal used to reside having disappearod.
The whole mumber of settled inhabitants
was esthmatod by Darth at 18,000, while tha
floating population during the mouths of the
groatest traffic and intercourse—especially
from Novowber to January—would amount
on su. average to 5,000, and in very favourable
cirenmstances o 8s many as 10,000

The position of the place, at the point
where the Niger in its sorpontine winding
npproaches most closely to the Tuab cases,
will always make it the link betwoen the com-
wereisl life of the fertilo Nerth end the aven

¢
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more productive and populous South and the
desert that lies to the west of it. DBut ex-
oept s an endrepdt for morchandise the city
has fow resomrces. The vieinity yiclds little,
the trees oven—which were plentiful before
the Marocorn conquest, having at thet date
heen eut down to vebuild the fleet with which
the harborr mastor flod from Kabara—being
now ahnost nbsent; so that the town is re-
(luced to absolute want if any trouble with tho
up-river country provents the corn-boats from
coming down, As soon as the river rises—
and the stroam atlains its maximum about
the end of January, though about every thivd
year the southern paxt of the town is flooded
—these grain-boats arrive in laxge fleets, and
the cost of provisions, which before was high,
immediately falls to a moderate figure, The
manrfactures of the place are trifling, iron-work
and saddlery being the principal ; some of the
lenther pouches and luggage-bogs made by the
Touareg women being very neat, Even the
Timbuetooese clothes are imported from other
places, though in the surrounding districts
good carpets are made, and vcensionally silk
embroidery of a tasteful charnctor may be
soen, Yot, gonerally spenking, the goods sold
in the town come across tho desert, either
from tho French and other European settle-
ments on the West Coast, or [rom Algeria,
Movoeso, Tunis and Tripoli in tho North,
on the backs of long traing of ecamels
Of these goods, in Barth's day—and the
comrse of commeres hog not mueh altered
since—the greater part were of English
manufpeture, All the cutlery and ealico
that he saw were British, and the tea sold
to the Arabs, though still too dear for the
natives, was derived from British merchants
in Tripoli. Tobacco, red cloth, sashes, and
looking-glasses were also in active demand,
In paymont for these goods, ostrich-feathers,
ivory, gold-dust, gum, and wix were collected,
and occasionally o fow slaves were exported,
though the number sent to Morocco from this
port of the Souden, and indeed from any
part of Afrien, was then, as it is still, much
exapgorated. The great diffienlty in the way
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of Burepean trade is its distance from the
enist and the centres of civilisation in the
North, while the position of the town v the
borders of the desert, anl in the vieinity of
varions warring and predatory tribes, renders
good govermunent and the seeurity that mor-
chauts roquire vory hard to obtai,  In 1854
Durth louleed to  Engluul as the country
destinedd to open wp dealings with this cown-
niereinl contee,  Since that duy, ns we shall
soc, British connectivn with Thnbuetoo has
become loss and less, vntil to-day it is tho
French who ave striving to obtain possession
of this market ; and, in spile of the Hnglish
setileraents on tho Niger, they run every
chance of obtuining it, either by a railway
from the Senegal or, still more boldly, by
one throngh the Sahera from Algeria.

After soveral false starts, the courageous
torman was glad to tvm his baek on this
periws  ODC@ luysterious city of many
homsward hopoes. His later adventures and
JoummeT. - observations, though fill of in-
terest, pale in importance alongside of those
of which o brief outline has been given,
For Thmbnetoo, in spite of the exaggerated
accaitnts that had up to that date been the
staple information about it, dwarts all other
African towns into insignificance. At Gogo,
once the wmost splendid eity of Nogroland,
now the desolato nbode of u sruall and miser-
sble popnlation, the ruinerl tower of the chief
mosgne being alnwst the last reranont of its
former greatness, Barth was conducted to a
long clay building, into which he was, how-
ever, vefused adwittance, though it is by no
meang clear that it had snything to do with
Mungo Park, far loss is his burial-plnce, as has
been suggestod,

Ab Gogo, the Sheik El Bakhay, who
had aceownpanied him thus far, parted with
hig uninvited puest, and at Sokoto, after a
long journey, during which hunger, robbery,
thraatonecl death, fever, extortion, danger
feom flooded rivors and treacherous swanps,
wore all present in their turn, and sometimes
all at onoe, he again arrived in Sokoto. Hero,
hawever, & plessant surprise waited him, For

THE STORY OF AFRICA.

at. this point he learnt that Dr. Vogel, a
German astronomical observer and naturalist,
and two non-cominissioned officers of the Royal
Engincers, who had beon sent to his succour,
were at Kukawa, where in due tiwie ho met
them. Unfortunatoely, however, a robellion
baving brokon out, the now arrivals had
been trented very badly Ly the Bornn
usurpor, Abd er Rahman, and what goods
they had brought with thew were spent.
Add to this the fuet that the English
soldiers and their Germen leader did not get
along very woll, nnd the condition of affnivs
may be imagined not to have beon of the
pleasantest. At Kukawa Barth was detnined
for four months, no longer, as of old, on the
best of terms with the authorities, though on
Christmas Day he fensted the citizens ot the
cost of fourteen romsted oxen. Dr Vogel
scems to have been pro-eminently wunfitted
for the duties assigned him. He had abso-
Intely no experience of travel, no knowledge
of men, was pedantic and opinionated after
the German student fashion, and of so feeble
o digestion that the mero sight of flesh made
him sick, & peculiarity that was salso ob-
servod in Corporal Macguire, one of his military
companiens, However, he sot out in the
spring of 1855 to completo Barth's discoveries
anl resonrehos, first in o sonth-westerly direc-
tion towards the Benué, which Barth hed
struck 415 miles cast of its confluence with
the Niger, and thon castwards in the direction
of the Nile. On part of this journey he was
accompuanicd by Maeguire, But how far they
succoeded is mever likely fo be known, for
ho was not seen again, having most probably
been murdered* Macguire, it seems, deserted
this ill-fated traveller, whom only the passion
for evorything Teutonie, which at this poriod
nfllisted English ecience, could have induced
(overnment to send on such a mission, and
it is believed met the same fate at the well
of Bedwaram in trying to make his way bock.

Corporal Church retwrned with Dy Barth,

* Jorhard Rohlfs mnde o special journey fownrds
Wadsy with the ohjsot of resoning Vogel's papers, bub
fulled fo obtain admittance to thet territory,
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who, amid eadless delays, eaused by the dis-
turbed condition of tho country, consequent
on the balf-suppressed revolt ngainst the
Shetk’s authority, and the absence of means,
managed to get beyond the Bornu bounds.
Buwmours having reached Burope that he
was dead, the funds that arrived from Tripoli
were addressed to Dr. Vogel, & civctunstance
that led tho ever-suspicious people to imagine
that Barth had fallen into disgrace and
wag roplaced by anothor man. However,
after many weary days' marches with a
Tobu cnravan, he and Church arrived a
Murzuk. Hero Fredorick Wanington (the
gonsuls son), whose brother had aceom-
ponield Vogol to Kukawa, but had died of
dysentery on his way back, met them, From

"this outpost of comparative civilisation the

Jjourney to Tripoli is casy, and there in due
time the long juurney of five years onded.
Barth’s Inter carcor was sufficiently placid.
After publishing the voluminous narrative
of his travels* which, for fulness of datail
has nover been equalled by that of any other
African traveller, ho retirned to Berlin, where
he lecame Professor of Geography in the
University and President of the Goographical
Society. But, with the exception of some
jowrneys in Asin Minor and Turkey, he did
nof rontn far from home, dying in 1865 from
8- weakness due to tho hardships of his Afriean
journeys acling on a constitution never very
strong. A residence in the South might have
saved him, But though the Queen ercated
him & C.B,, hor Majesty’s Government, mnch
to Barth’s disappointment, who considered
that his services merited some such position,
did not see their way to appoint the German
scholar to & consular post. Barth’s resenrches
were, novertheless, of the utmost value, and
pethaps the most extrnordinary fach about

* “eise und Entdeckungen in Nord- vnd Central-
afrikn’ 5 vols, (1856~86.) There are slso English and
French editions of this work. But the German Iy, on the
whole, the preferable varsion, Barth being ocossionally
a little obsomre in » Jangnage whish was not hie mother
tongue, Richardson's journmals were published in 1863
under the title of “Nurrative of s Mission o Centxal
Afzion, pexformed jn the years 1860-51." (2 vola)

. .
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them was that the entiro cost of theso five
and & helt years' fruitful explorations was
ouly £1,600, of which the (fovermment wors
colled upon to pay no wore than £1,400, the re-
mainder baing contributed by the explover’s
frionds, Oneresult of Bavth's journeys was the
despatch some yeurs later of what muy be
deseribod os the lust expedition at the national
exponse for opening up the Niger. This wes
under the comnmaud of Dr, Daikie, LN, who
explored tho Bewué for 840 milos. Dut
though it elosed the ettorts of the British
Uovernment in the exploration of Alrica in
that direction, it actually opened & new ora in
the oxploration of the Niger by privaie in-
dividuals and great compauies, tho history of
which will be recorded in u later section.

When we speak of the visitors to Timbuetoo
consisting of so-ond-so, we do not, of course,
take into account the Arabs who mergsena
have traded there for hundreds of 4b Sexour
years,} and to this hour pass and repass the
desert with their caravans: so that the
wonder is how the world vernained so long in
ignorance of the true nature of this mysterious
semi-mythionl city. 'The Arabs, howover,
take — nt least in modern times—little
interest in goooraphical science, o that
monkind hos Denofited nothing by their
journeys, And, as likely as not, geographers
wanld never have heard of thase we are about,
to describe had not M. Beanmier, the French
Consul at Mogador, met with the travellor anet
obtained from him & uarrative of the expedi-
tions which he made, ,

Theo hero of this adventure (p. 504) was the
son of & poor Jew living ot Akke, the first
onsis beyond Agedir, in the Sus Province al
Morocco, Endowed with the intelligence of
his rnco, and esger, like so many of them—
even in an empize where they are regarded with
such contempt as in that of Mulai El Hassan
—to lenrn, young Mordokhai Abi-Serour}
from an early age was consnmed with an

+ Fbr Batats vieited it in 1952-53, and sailed on the
Niger £rom Kabara to Gogo.

1t Ren, or 02 Rarour, a5 the Aveba eall him. He is
Mardaghéo in French, but I acoopt hia own orthogruphy.
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anxious desire to see strange lands, After
recoiving what edueation could be obtained in
the secluded spot where he was born and
brought up, he monaged, withont resources
and without help lrom anyone, to make his
wauy from Tangier (p. 207) to Spain.  Thence
he travelled in various humble capacitios
through France, Turkey, (reece, and Asia
Minor, until he reached Jerusalems, whore,
aided by his co-religionists, he applied him-
self with such ardour to study that in five
years he attained the rank of Rabbi. Another
year was passed in Aleppo, three 1nore were
spent in Syria and Egypt, other three in Tunis
and Algerie, and four in the city of Algiers as
a teacher of Hebrow. He then returned home

MORDOKEAY ABI-SEROUR.
(From Bulitha de  Seo. Geog., Parfe)

with 4 French passport, only to find his
family in Akkn poorer than ever

But by this time Mordokhai, gifted with
the nmazing instinets of his race for businoss,
had menoged to accumulate ome money.

1
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This he detormined to venture in the Tim-
bnetoo trede, tho Jargo profits of which he
had often heard the Arabs spoak of, though
hitherto thol city had boen as rigorously closed
to Jows as to Christians. This was in the
year 1858. Mounted on cnmels, he and his
brother Isase started, taking water enough
to lost them for six days, at the . o
end of which poried they had joumeyto
arvived at the oasis of Tenduf, after A7
having traversed & great many mounds and
plains of sand, in addition o “ Tlamads,” or arid
upland deserts withoul vegetation. During
the entire journey they did not mest with
water, and were in continual danger from the
robbars who infest this region with the object
of falling on the caravans to and from Tim-
buctoo. After other ten days’ journey they
arrived at Yguidy (Igidi), a zone of red sand-
dunes, but containing many date-trees and
some good though shallow wells. Here, in
1852, Bol Hamed), a marabout, or saint,* desir-
ing to end his days in peace, took up his
abode. His fame, howsver, speedily attracted
to him disciples, and now a considerable town
of holy nen and merchants has grown upin the
desert. From Yguidy—near which Davidson
(p. 282) was killed in 1837—to Sefyn (seventeen
days) there is little except rolling sands, The
Intter spot is a high platesu covered with
stones and scanty vegetation, but with no
certainty of water. Three days more over
plains, sand-dunes, and gravel brought them
to Telyg (Areg), where is good water in many
wells, From here to Taudeni is a very short
distance, but the water is brackish, and what
little business is dono among the few poople
who live among the ruins of an old Areb
town, surrounded by an ancient wall, is in
salt.

Another twelve days’ march brought the
Jewish travellers to Aruan, where Major Taing
was murderad. At this town, in the midst of
a sen of sand, their progresd was arrested by the
Berabish Arab Sheik doclaring that no Jew or
Christian would be permitted to livo among the

* wLattrd ob ldpreux"—lsttered end leprons—ia M.
Besumier's epigrammatio desoription of this personages

1
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HID KOMADUGY AT ZEMIRT

Faithtnl  “He would kill them as he had
kiled m tmnes past a Chustion” Thanhs
howevel, to his finesse, Mordokhar and his
brother weie saved  For, as he pleaded before
the Tolbas, or Doctors of the Law, the Cherdn,
o 1eligious law, enjoined the Mussulinans to
take tubute from Jews, not to slay thew
The rosnlt was, that they raceivod permission
{0 trade here on givmg to the Sheik a por-
tion of their mepchandise, and promising um
an annual tubute of “five mizen of gold an
enr,” that is to say, ten muzen, or five pounds,
shond It was, however, not until the year
1859 that, by paymng him a bribe of afty
pounds, they obtamed perniission to go to
Timbuctoo  Even then 1t woe only by tempt-
ing offers that Modokha could persunde a
camel-driver to accopt the risk of taking a Jew
to a town so fonatical, fiom which the Arab
merchants had hitherto managed jealously lo
debar any Israelites, of whose commeicial
abilities thoy were woll aware

Hoping that a Morocco trador whom heknew
would protect him, Motdokhaa procceded, in
megmy Arab disguiso, o his house. How-
vistt taMm- gver, tho Moor, so far from helping
v Tum, instigated the Fulahs sithor to
kill o contpel him to turn Mussulman. But
hore his knowledge of the Karan stood him in
.good stead, For when it seomned as if he had

20
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nonlternative 3’4
but to fwn °
renegade o
o, he re
peated  the ,
words of the \j
Prophet, that they who
kil o tributery without }
Just cause shall mot taste |
of the joys of Paradie.
The vesult was, that a mossenger was sont
to the Einir Ahmed ben Alunedu to learn his
will, when, to the Jew's delight, the ordor came
that he was to be permitted to reside on pay-
ment of the nsual livence exacterd trom foregn
merchants, whom the I'rophot onjoins the
Fathtul to protect, Aecordingly, in spite of
various offorts to “squeezs” them, Mordokha
and tug brother abode in Tunbuetoo “with
grent tranquillity” and much proht, all thiough
1860, 1861, and 1862 Having sccumulated
% considersble fortune, they retwwed to
Akkg, makmg o second expedition with a
large amount of merehandise in tho course
of the nest year On this ocession he was
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accomepaniod by four other Jows, all exeept
one near relations, accomplishing the return
journey in twenty-three days. By the end of
18G4, tho traffic had been so anceessful that
the younger Lrother sot out for Moroeco with
ostrich-foathers, ivory, awd othor products to
the value of £2,000, but was robbed on tho
way of his entire venture, and nearly killed
by tho bandits.

In 1864, Mordokhai was more lucky, hav-
ing renched Mogador with u large caravan,
which he dispused of, and Longht extens-
ively in Genoa and Venive glass-ware and
other articles valned by the nogroes.  Again,
however, he was plundered by the Rguibot,
Ait-el-Hassen, and Ygout tribos. But he was
not penniless, for al Timbuetoo he had put
out at interest twelve serrats of gold—equal
to 1,200 mizen, that is about £000—whieh he
omployed in buying ostrich-ferthers. Onco
niore, however, the Rguibet and Ouled Bou-
Sebah tribes relioved him of the last of his
wares, Finding, however, in Timbuctoo three
of the latter tribe, he had themn arrcsted by
tho heik El Bakhay—who heftiended the
Jew us he had befriended the Cluistian a
few years before—and held ns security for
the debts of thely compntriots, But during
the night they broke their fetters and esenpod.
Thon the Sheik remonstrated with the tribe,
but the only reply he wot wus that they
His commer- Wore “Shevrfa,”——that is Shereefs,
dsinin  or dessendants of the Yrophet—
and therefore not answerable for such
triffing peceadillocs as lifting the property
of Unbeliovers, At last the good Sheik
wrote to Sidi Mohammed, Sultan of Maroceo,
whose snbjects the robbers were supposed to
be, with & reguest that ho would prish them
and conipensate their victim, signing the letter
with the signet that Barth, on his retwm to
Englond, bed sent to his friend *Ahmed.-
el-Bekhay, ben Mohamed ben Moktar ben
Ahmed.” Considering, however, that though
it was quito possible the Sultan might try to
punish the culprits for these and other mani-
fold offences, it was extremely wmlikely that
thelr vietitny would be compensated, Mordokhai
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thought it prudent not to deliver a lettor that
might in the end do Liin more harm than good.
Previous to this last misfortune he had formed
a partnorship with another Jow. But neither
of them now cared to continuo business with
Tiubueloo.  Accardingly, after sottling np his
aflairs, he quitted the Soudan in tho year
18G9, sbont as poor as when he had sought
fortrmo in it ten years before, resolved to
clovote his experience and abilities to work in
a country where life and property were safer
than in that which he had left. -

The love of travel was, nevertheless, too
strong for him, and by 1875 he was in Paris
getting some training in the use of scientifie
instrumeonts, in order to undertake an ex-
ploring expedition under the auspices of the
Geographical Socicty of France. A journey
through the rewoter parts of the Province of
Sus, during which he discovered wnny ancient
ruins, and sculptuves, with an itinorary
written in Hebrew, was the vesult ms geo-
of this now departure, Ho de- Eiphisal
seribedaregion thenquite inknown, ments.
and the romains of a long-vanished civilisation
of which history had not preserved any
record.* The seulpturos represent the ele-
phant (not at present inhabiting the comntry
north of the Sahara, though cvon in Pliny’s
day plentiful north of the Atlas), the rhino-
ceros, girnflo, and other animals, 1nany of them
not now known in that part of Africa, They
are supposed to have been the work of the
Djotili rneo, who are mentioned by the
Romans under the neme of Darstites. In the
Daggatouns, a seni-Borber people who guide
trovellers across the Sahara, Mordokhai be-
lieved that he had come ncross a degenerate
settlement of Jews, But though these people

* Beanmier; » Premier Elahlissoment des Israélites &
Timhoulktou " (Bulletsn de la Soc. de Géagraphis, April-
Mny, 1870) ; Daveyxier : “De Mogador su Djebel Taba-
youds par le Rabbin Mardochée Abi Serour ¥ (Ihid., Oct,
1875, p. 501) ; Duveyrier §  Soulptures Antiques de la Pro-
vinee de Sous, déeouvertes du Babhin Mardochde” (Ihid.,
1876, p. 120); *Mordokkhai Abl Serour da Akke : Les Dag-
gatoun, tribu d'origine Juive demeutant dans le Sahawn *
(Bull, Allbance Turedlite, 1882) ; Cosson : * Qompendinm
Florm Atlantioms,” vol. i., pp, 66-88, eto.
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have some Jewish traits—and Jews are among
the oldest, colonists in Morocco—it is doubtful
whether his conclusions were correct. Among
othor services to scionce, Mordokhai inade
large collections of South Morocco plants,
though his claims to reputation rest on his
Jjourneys to and from Timbuetoo, and tho
cournge with which he managed to obtain
a footing for his rnce there, a fooling they
have never lost, as there is still o Litle colony
of Jows in the city, among whoru the pioneer's
family ore the most prominent menbers,
But they do not now trust their ventures to
isolated caravans, having managed to obtain
permission to travel with the great cavaleades
that can defy the desert robbers.

More than a quarter of » century passed
away, and little was heard of Timbuctoo.
oulkar Lang, Commercially, the city’s importnn?e

had been greatly exaggerated; in
truth, not only in Central Africa, but in
Moroceo, there were towns in which no Euro-
pesn lived twico as big as the one on the
Niger. Still the place did not lose all of the
old romanes it possessed when Tennyson and
Hallam were compotitors ¥ for the Cambridge
Chancellor's prize poem, of which the theme
was the Afriean metropolis; and Thackerny
made it the subject of one of his lightsome
ditties, S4till, though geographers were well
aware, after tho jowrnoys of Barth and Mor-
dokhaj, that Timbuctoo was in maeny respeets
what in Ameriea is known as “a fraud,” there
wers plenty of people whose memories wore
retentive of the old ideas rogarding it and
oblivious of overything which concerned the
revolations that had proved them erroneons.
Even men of science had not, in 1880, quite
disillusionised themselves of the glamour
that surrounded the white houses of the
ever-dwindling city of the Southern Sahara.
Among them was Dr. Oskar Lenz (p. 309),
an Austrion naturalist who had been en-
gaged, under the auspices of the German
African Society, in a geological examination of
the Lower Ogowé, in West Africa. Again

* Ty 1820 Tenmyson won it; the poem js printed in
the Projusiones Aoadenice.
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commissioned by the samo body, he left for
Morocco in the year 1879, with the intention
of penctrating the valleys of the Atlas, which
were then, as thoy are to a Inrge extent still,
among the lenst-known portions of Africa, ofton
though they have Dbeen touched here and
there, and cvon oxossed, by cortain carsvan
routes. In pursuance of that design, he
travelled over various parts of the Empire,
though for the most part by rontes already
known, which he described with a minute
aceuracy to which that region had hithorto
been o stranger. Somo of these journeys
wero made in the company of Hadj Ali, a
nephew of the celebrated Abd-el-Kader, who
had made many trading trips to Timbuetoo
and was on the eve of undertaking another.
Meeting the Habbi Mordokhad, Lenz’s waver-
ing resolution in favour of sub. ..o
stituting the route to Timbuctoo #roun
for the Atlas was strengthened by ™%
the conversation of that remarkable man.
Accordingly he joined Hadj Al in the dis-
guise of & Turkish doctor, in order to meke a
journcy which, however interosting seienti-
fieally, could not rosult in any great ne-
cession to geographical information, sinee it
was necessarily over the caravan route which,
we have seer, had been frequently traversed
only n'very fow years bofore by the Jew
merchant whose adventures hove baen already
noted.  As far as Terudent there wns no real
danger, for & Moorish guard aceompanied hix,
But ab this spot the Sultan’s orders wore that
they should return, his lstter of safe conduct
(p. 308) 1 intimating that farther on he could
* The aulograph Firman, Passpork, or Safe Conduos

figraved wns, in 1h84 (1302 of the Hogira), granted, asn
sypecial mark of Favour, by the present Sultan of Morooco,

Lto the late Captein F. P, Warren, RN, Mr. T. Grabam,

R&.A., ond Dr. B. Brown, while resident in Fez. It
anthorises them to travel in any part of his dominions,
and, commands his officers to grant the ¢ three Naznrene
gentlemen ” all nasistance and protection, 8o long as they
do mot ron themselves into dongor by golng into parts
whero the Seltan's authority is imperfecily established.
It was invariably found move hempering than otherwise,
tha local suthorities heimg so terrified Jest they trans.
gressed the letter of * Qur Lord's” commands that thoy
manoged to import inte it hidden meanings never in.
tended by the Imperial writey !
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not be respousible for the safoly of anyone,
fax less a Europenn of whose orthodoxy there
wero well-founded suspicions, Terudant was at
of tituo » sewni-royal town, and in the Middle
Ages merchants from the coast traded regu-
laxly with it. Provious to the fourteenth eon-
bury, the River Sus, which waters its crumbling
walls, was navigalle thus far—a distance of
furty miles from the sea—and there are said to
ba soen even yot large, inassive rings to which
the cables of vessels were formerly attached.
Nowadays it is o crumbling, fanaticsl place,
in which Europoans aro nover found, and,
indeed, would he in mortal peril were they
recognised, Sinee Agadiv ceased to Lo an
open port the place has Jost what trado i ever
possessed, and the Berbers, who are its principal
mhabitents, swagger about the narvow, dirty
lanes, armed to the teeth, glaring at any
stranger with a ferosious oir. Murders are
frequont in the full glare of publicity, and the

DISTANT VIEW OF THE OITY OF MOROCCO (MLCRAKIRE),
THE ATLAS MOUNTAINS IN THE DISTANCE.
(Fiom & Pholograpl by Mr, Consul M. E. Whte of Tdngrer.)

6,000 or 7,000 inhabitants, including a fow
Jews—who, however, enjoy greater liberty
than in mest other parts of the empive, being
permnitted to bear arms ond ride on horseback
~live in great poverty on the produce of
the olive, date, and orange gardens that em-
bosom the place; or on the ” semsars,” or native
agents of the English and other merchants in
Mugador who come hero, and to other places
on the Timbuctoo route, to intercept the
caravans in the interest of their employers,

At Terudant, Tenz sccording@-found his
troubles beginning. For the Kaid, or governor,
fearing that he might boe held responsible for
any mishap thet might befoll the Sultan’s
protégd, and perhaps not unwilling to have an
exeyse for hempering his journey, declined
to permit him to pass through the temitory
of the Howara Berbars or Shiuhs,

Several attempts that he made to join a
large caravan of Terudant traders about to
start for Hamed ben Muss, in the terri-
tory of Sidi Hussoin—one of the semi-
independent roligions chiefs, of whom there
are sovoral in Morocco—failed owing to
the fanatical opposition of the peopls. A%

: *
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Iagt, in return for handsome gifts, some of the the treacherons pursuit of Sidi Hussein ben
robber chiefs of tho Howaras conducted him Hescham, who had enjoined the various sheiks
" to murder the traveller as soon as he entered
the territory of any one of them. From this
placo he obtained o guide to Arnan, where
he arrived after the usual perils fram sand-
dunes, robbers, and thirst, The salt-nines of
Tondeni, (rom which formerly thousands of
camel-loads of salt weve yemrly sent to Tim-

. buetoo, he found entirely deserted.

The Sahara, which had hitherto been con-
sidered the bed of an anciont sea, beneath the
level of the Atlantic, and therefore wapure of
possible to be flooded, Lenz dig- theSabasms.
covered to be in most places much above the
sea-level, and in all likelihood never, within
tocent geological times, covered by salt water.
It isa waste of sand and stane;of a flat or rolling

OSKAR LENZ, character generally, but not without hills from
(From. o Photograph by Aelph Helwos, Berlin.) ' .

thraugh their country into Ilarh, in the princi-
pnli%y of Sidi Hussein ben Hescham, where for
the time being he was in comparative safety.
Here the country, though dry, was populous
‘and well eyltivated. After a halt of four days
ot Tlerh, the jouiney was continned over 4
» . ‘stony Hn.mada, or platean (p. 804), and
i, .throngh o river valley, until he reached the
+* foot of & range of mouptains from 4,000 to
. B,00 foet ‘h1gh a spur of the Atlas, the descent
of which was abrupt and tedious, a8 no water
was.t bé had, and the region was unsafe from
robbir tm%, Lower down, the country was
& Im'ge plain covered with date forests, Ameong
whichthe little toyn of Temenap lies concealed. *
Farther,op the fivst ghmpsa of the Sahara is
afforded; nfter the towm of Jjit, shaltéred. be-
hind o mopmbain, is passed. A: little farther
is Akka, the dld home of the' Rabbi whose
+. name must by this- time be familiar to the
reader. At Fum el Hossan, the residence of
the Sheik Ali, of the Berber tribe of Maribda,
onthorong the traveller was hospitably re-
fo Timme-  ceived by the shelk, who for many
oo years had carried on 8 considerable
.. trade with Timbuctoo, where he had a brother.
& Tenduf he wrived in safeby, in spite of -

LETTRE OF SATE cammc-r GBANTED BY ziu»
sm:mr or mamc‘ﬁo. <mm¢awcumr.>
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five hundred to a thousand feet bigh, with
groat masses of rock, and quarries out of which
porphyry might be mined, while wells arc
frequent,  The aridity Dr, Lenz comsidered
to bo comparatively reeent, heing largely dio
to the fulling of the furests on the momtaing,
This improvidence here, as elsewhere, haw
had the offect of dvying up the springs of the
tivers that had their origin in these heights,
anl flowed through plains where their old
courses are now only driedenp “wadis,” in
which after rains o little muddy water flows,
The drifting sands are the result of the
crumbling down of the sandstone that forms
the fonpdation of the Sahara, under atmeo-
spheric influences—hot snn during the day,
swlden cold at night, and heavy sub-tropieal
rains at intervals—without the rock obtaining
any protection from vegetation. In these
shifting dunes, which are often vast mounds,
travel is oxtremely tedions ; even tho expori-
enced leader of the caravan was not always
able to find his way, and the difienlty was
incrensed in the southern pmat of the desert,
where the hot sand storms and o temperature
of 118 degroes during the day made marching
almost impossible, the honrs of night being
therofure utilised for this purpose.

At Aruan there was something of the okl
fannticism stil] remaining, though the visits of
previons travellers, and the death of the fero-
cions Berabish chiefs who had nmedered Laing
and threntened Barth, rendered the place less
dangerous than of old. But at the date of
Lenz's visit there was living in Aruan one
of the instigators of the muxder of Aloxandrine
Tinné (p. 282), and it is said that all the effects
belonging to Major Laing, who was assassin-
ated fifty-five years hefore, were up to that
period preserver there, though Lenz in vain
attempted to sce them.

Hitherto, the Anstrian traveller's route was
virtually the samo as Mordokhai's. At Aruan,
however, that of Caillié branched off farther
to the north; but from Aruan to Timbuetoo
the road txavelled for five days was that of all
previoug explorara It is the caravan pach,
ovar which gome 40,000 cs.mels?nss every

i
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year, laden with produco, from Central Lo
Northern Africa.

Dr. Tenz arrived in Thubuctoo on the 1st of
July, 1480, and during s stay of twenty days
was received with the utmnost kind- myrpnsen
ness by tho citizens and their ruler, i 1880,
The old fear or the old fanatielsm scems
to have passed awny ; though, if tho French
attempt to build & railway through the desert
to this point, it is cerlain that the jealousy of
the tribes who live Ly tho caravan trade will
Le roused to a dangorous piteh, as the Flatters’
party engaged in tho exploration for this wild
scheme learned to their cost. From Timbue-
too Lenz travelled westward by way of Basi-
kunno, Sokoto, Bachuinit, Nioro, and Kunia-
hari, and the country of the desert Moors, to
the French post of Medina (p. 183) on the "
Senegal, whence he easily roached the coast,
having been the first European to traverse the
entire country between Senegambia and the
great city of the Niger.

His visit is the last to Timbuctoo of
which we possess any knowledge, though
it is needless adding that native merchants
still traffic there. Yet, even in Lenz's day,
its trade was on the decrease, and at that
time consisted chiefly of ostrich feathers
and ivory. This was due to the incossant
hostilities of the Touareg and Fulsh tribes,
who had made security impossible, both for the
resident traders and for the caravans. How-
evey, he concluded oither that Barth had
under-caleulatad the population, or that it had
increased of late years, for, instead of 13,000
—his predecossor’s estimate (p. 300)—he put
the entire citizenship of Tunbuctoo at 20,000,%
to which must be added several thousand
traders during the caravan senson.

He agreed, however, that its importance had
been grossly exaggerated. At mo time was
it: the eapital of an empire, and even yet its
market, and the fact that the various Arab
txibes, the Fulahs and the Touaregs, recognise
in it & steategioal position in which to establish
their supremacy are the ptincipal reasons for

* There are avar ifty thoueand ia Fez in Morocoos
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the never-ending anarehy of which it is the
centre. These struggles we have already
sketched (p. 234). Being thus ot the mercy
of tho first tribe strong enough to mester
the others, the citizens live npathetically
within the dismantled walls, paying tribute
to whomsoever is master, or sometimes, for the
sake of peace, to two tyrants simultaneously,
taking componsation in the profits of trade
whenever the river is cloar of pirates or the
land free [rom robbers. Salt exchanged for
gold-dust, koln nuts, Manchester goods, tea,
arms, and other articles, forms tho principal
comumeres, and already cowries are graduslly
giving place to Furopéan coin, and Winchester
rifles to the old long-barvelled flint-locks of
Moroceo. The local administration is in the
hands of a © Khaia,” sclectod from one of the
“ Reewnn,”* or “shooting” families, so called
because they form the inongrel descendants of
the Moorish nmny who took the town with
the aid of Avearms (p. 231), and remained ns ils
masters after the Sultans of Morocco had left
it alone. But, as in Barth’s time, the Khaia
was & mere orentuve in the hands of & neigh-
bouring Touareg chief and of a shoik of the
powerful family of El Bakbay, the represent-
otive of which was in Leng’s time Abidin, o
nephew of Barth's friend (who died in 1805),
but not the individual whe played such njs-
chiof to thet traveller. The town possesses
several libraries containing valusble Arabic
manuscripts, and, besides being a eentro of
Moslom learning, will continue (o be the con-
vorging point of all the tribes of that part
of the Sahara—Arnabs or Arabised Berbers,
Sonhrais, Preghenaton, ov « mixed * Tovaregs,
Fulahs, Mandingoes, Bambarras, and Tmds-
harh Touaregs, who belong to the Awell-
imiden confedoration, ta the country north
and east of the city.

But Timbuetoo is really—with intervals of
interregnum—in the hands of 0 commereial
aristocracy like the Italian Republies of the
Middle Ages. The chief members of this
“Djema” form o municipal council and the

* Also oglled ** Avma™ qr " Derabs.”
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“Chmnber of Commerce” of the place. Tho
Sheik is a kind of Doge, who possesses
great though nndefined authority in the city,
ond is always at enmity with the Khais,
tho tondency all over Mohamnmedan Central
Alfvien Leing to concentrate power in the hands
of roligious chiefs, The presont Khais, or
Emir, as he now affects to call himself, is
Muhammed Er-Roexni, whose negroid fentures
are the result of long allinnces with the sar-
rounding Sonhrai populntion. 1fe conmands
little influenco, and is practically a mere puppet
in the hands of whichever of the rival Arab
—Touareg or Fulah—factions happens for the
time Deing to have the upper hand. The
Imésharhs (Touaregs) command the whole
district between Timbuctoo and Aruan, and
their Sheik or Sultan, Bg-Tandugumu, seems
to draw his chief supplies from the plundered
caravans passing through his texritory. The
Arabs, as in the tine of Barth, are still ruled
by the hend of the illustrious El Bakhay
fornily, a branch of the Kuntzn tribe.  Bus
the policy of tho present Sheik Abidin has
long been to side with the Fuluhs, whose
power here, as elsewhere in the Western
Soudan, is constantly on the increuse, and
who thresten to becomo absulute masters of
Timbucteo unless the place fulls into the
hands of some Envopean Yower advineing
from the west, or penetrating up the Nigor
valley from the south,

This Powes is likely to be the French, within
whose “sphete of influence” the city now
is, thomgh French traders have 10t mupaetos
yetb attempted to settle in, or even inise
to visit the place, the route from the Senegal
Leing even more dangerous than that from
the nerth. Yet in 1887 the Fremeh buils
two little steamers in Bamaku, in the Sul-
tanato of Sego, on the Niger (p. 214); and
that yenr Licutenant Caron went down, the
Niger with the small gunboat Niger till
he reached Koriwné, near Kabara, thongh he
didd nok vonture to visit the city, Still more
reeently Lieutenant Jaimé made o second visit
with two gunboats, the Niger and the Magé,
starting frop Kulimen, close to Banaku, and
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tenched near Kabara without any duficulty *
At thet tine the town was agan in anmchy,
Envoys from Timbuetoo have even visited
Pars  In 1685, after Captain Gnlheni liad
mado hiv treaty-signing eapeddion to the
Upper Nile, an envoy, purporting to be the
representative ot the Sheik of Timbu too,
arriser on the Semegal, and was duly de-
spatched to France without tve gl in-
quizies being made whether he and his wastor
were what they affameil themnselves to be.
This awbassador was addrossed as “His
Excellency,” prosented to President (hévy—
+ whose grey beard sensibly impressed him—and
had o gtand 1eception from the Paus Ueo-
graphieal hoeioty. This so-called Envoy, 51 Kl-
Hadj Abd-el-Kader, was nbout thirty years of
age, tall, thin, spare, with strongly marked
featiies and enger eyes—a good type of a
Soudsnese He belonged to ono of the best
families ol Timbuctos, and was well edueated
according to the proveiling netions of his
pative eity. He had heard, se it was snid,
of French progress towards the Niger, of
the French rstablishinent at Bamakn on that
river, and of the power of the French arms,
and hoe wanted to see it all for himself Yet,
on his jonrney towards St Louis and Sencgal,
ho cavefully avoidod the intormediate French
posts, and on his arrival at 8t Louis at once
seni to the (overnop o letter written by the
#dheikh El-Khaer-Hadj-Ibrahin.” Thisdocy-
ment stated that ¥ we have heard of your wish
to coms tous,” and that the bearor of the letter
ig Alladhi, son of Bakar (huieri, & Magy, who
has tiavolled mush hy land and watéy, and
who is still alive, * prgdas God.” Tho bearer
wae Instructed to give/all inforination about

* Cdron, ¥Do Senk-loms wn port do Timboukton
wuysge G'uns cannonirs francaise suivi d'un vooabulaire

Soneed* (180); Ldng, ¥ Doabykin,” § vole (1384), anidhy

mihous Iapses m the Prorsdings of the Beylin,

Vieund, r%ma other Geogemphioel Sogleties, DM

yietany § ExtréineSnd de Ialghcie” (1600), ate
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the country  If the French, the lotter went
on to say, wish to trade with the mor-
chants of Timbuetoo, they will be weleome,
but it they wish to make treaties, then thoy
ought Lo know that the country belongs to
many tribes—Touniegs, Geulados, Beibes,
Landsahis, Banbairas, Fulahs—and that the
norchants can do nothmng withont *treaties
“(Jome only,” the lelter concludes, * to make
frade "+

Abd-el-Kader roturned with Licutonant
Coron  Buthe was of little use to the French
For, as his letter might have indieated, ho
was not the envoy of the actusl ruler, but of
one ol the claimants to that dignity, and
had been despatehed in order to obtain French
help against the galling yoke of the Touarogs,
then mastors of the ¢ily. Caror was not even *
permitted to visib the place, and the * Am-
bassador” did not venture to doso It isstill
difficult to obtain any aceurate information
regording the prosent condition of affairs,
pxcept that it is anarchy, tempered by the
termporary mastership of ope of the several
factions always stemggling for power, and that
the population is steadily decrensing.

So ends one of the stages in the history of
African exploration—the seeking’ after Tim-
bugtoo  But long before the mysterious city
on the Niger had consed to possoss atirsctions
for the adventurous, explorers were beginning
to look to anethier and an even earlier fleld
of distinetion in Northern Africa So pro-
nounged was this change in the tendency
of men's thoughts that, in 1872, Winwood
Reade wrote, with the regret of a man
who had passed all hiy travel-life in that
¥egion — The, of discovery in this
part of Afiea 86 over; the Niger has gone
out of fashion, and the present genfration
has Wen Interested only in the story of tho

flet #T¢'the River of Bgypt, therefors, we
all nét fuen

¥ The Tlmes, Jouvsry 23rd, 1888,
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