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M Y 0O W N

T is difficult for a man to fpeak long of hit
Iwithout vanity ; therefore I fhall be fhort.
may be thought an inflance of vanity that I pre)
at all to wiite my life; but this Narrative fhall «
tain little more than the Iiflory of my Waitings ;
indeed, almoll all my life has been fpent in litey
purfluits and occupations, The firft fuccefs of n
of my writings was not fuch as to be ah objeéi
vanity.

I wa. born the 26th of April 1711, old ftyle,
Edinburgh. I was of 2 good family, both by fatl
and mother : My father’s family is a branch of t
Earl of Home’s, or Hume’s ; and my anceftors h
been proprietors of the eftate which my broth

pofiefles for feveral generations. My mother w
daughter of Sir David Falconer, Prefident of tt
College of Juflice: The title of Lord Ilalkerto

came by fucceflion to her brother.
My family, however, t rich, and bein,

myfelf a younger brother, my'pairimony, atcording

to thenode of my country, wasof conrfe very flender,
A 7 nr




X MY OWN LIFE,

fy father, who puflcd for a man of parts, died when
was an infant, leaving me with an clder brother
nd a fifter, nndes the carc of our mother, a wo. an
-of fingular merit, who, though young and handlome,
devoted herfelf cnively to the rearing and educating
of her children. I pafled through the ordinary
courle of education with fuccels, and was feized very
early with a paffion for litetature, which has been the
ruling paifion of my life, and the great fource of my
enjoyments. My ftudious difpofition, my fobriety,’
. and my induftry, gave my family a notion that the
law was a proper profeflion for ms; but I found an
unfurmountable averfion to cvery thing but the pur-
fuits of philofoph_y and general Jearning ; and while
they fancied T was poring upon Voet and Vinnius,
" Cicero and Virgil were the authors which I was [e-
cretly devouring.

My very flender fortuns, however, being unfujt-
able to this plan of life, and my health being a little
broken by my ardent application, I was tempted, or
rather forced, tomake a very feeble trial for entering
into a more adtive feenc of life, In 1734 1 went 10
Briftol, with fome rccominendagions to cminent
snerchants ; but in a few months found that feene tow
tally unfuitable to me. I went over to France with
a4 view of profccuting my ftudies in a conntry retreaty
and I there laid that plan of life which I have fleadily
and luccelsfully purfued I refolved to make u very
rigi-d frugality Jupply my deficiency of fortune, 'to
maintain’ unimpaired niy independency, and so re-
gard every objeét as cogtemptible, except the im-
provement of my m@n literature,” '

-Durine my. retyéat in-France, firft at Rheims,
bat ci}ieﬂy‘ at' La Fleche; in Anjou, I-co’mpéfed

My
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my Treatife of Human Nature,  After paffing three!
years very agreeably in that country, I came over to
London in 1737. In the end of 1738, T publifhed

my Treatile, and immediately went down to my mo-

ther and my brother, who lived at his country-houfe,

and was employed himlclf very judicioufly and fuc-

celsfully in the improvement of his fortune.

Never literary attempt was more unfortunate
than my Treatife of Human Nature, It'fell dead-
born jfrom ibe profs, without reaching fuch diftinc-
tion as even to excite a murmur among the zealats.
But being naturally of a cheerful and fanguine tem-
per, I very loon recovered the blow, and profecuted
with great ardour my fludies in the country. In
1742 1 printed at Edinburgh the firt part of my
Effays: The work was favourably received, and .
foon made me entirely forget my former difappoint-
ment. I continued with my mother and brother in
the country, and in that time recovered the know.
ledge of the Greek langnage, which Ihad too much
negletted in my early youth,

In 1%.5 Ireceived a letter from the marquis of
Annandale, inviting me to come and live with him
in England ; I found alfo, that the {riends and fa.
mily of that young nobleman were defirous of putting
him under my care and dire&ion, for the ftate of his
mind and health required it.—I lived with him a
twelvemonth, My appointments during that time
made a confiderable acceffion to wmy fmall fortune.
I then received an invitation from General St. Clair
to attend him as a {ecretaty to his expedition, which
was at firft meant againft Canada, but ended in an,
incurfion on the coaft of France. Next year, to wit,
317473 [ received an invitation from the General to

Aa attend
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attend him in the fame ftation in his military em.
bafly to the courts of Vienna and 'T'urin. 1 then
wore the uniform of an officer, and was introduced
at thefe courts as aid-de-camp to the General, along
with Sir Harry Erfkine and Captain Grant, now Ge-
neral Grant. Thefe two years were almolt the only
interruptions which my ftudies have received during
the courfe of my life: I pafled them agreeably, and
in good company ; and my appointments, with my
frugality, had made me reach a fortune, which I
called independent, though moft of my friends were
inclined to fmile when I faid fo: In fhort, 1 was
now malter of near a thoufand pounds.

IHAD always entertained a notion, that my want
of fuccefs in publithing the Treatife of ¥luman Na-
ture, had proceeded more from the manner than the
matter, and that T had been guilty of a very ufual in-
difcretion, in going to the prefs too early. I there.
fore caft the firlk part of that work anew in the En-
quiry concerning Homan Under{tanding, which was
publithed while I was at Turin, But this picce was
at firfk little more fuccefsful than the Treatife of
Human Nature. On my return from Italy, I had
the mortification to. find all England in a fermeunt,
on account of Dr. Middleton’s Free Enquiry, while
niy performance was entirely overlooked and neg-
lefted. A new edition, which had been publithed
at London, of my Effays, moral and political, met
not with a mnch better reception,

Sucu i$ the force of natural temper, that thefe
dxfappomtments made little or no unpreﬂxon on me,
¥ went down in 1749, and lived two years with my
brother at his country-hoife, for my mother was
now dead I there compofed the fecond pagt of my

2 \ Lﬂd}’,
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Effay, which I called Political Difcourfes, and alfo
my Fnquiry concerning the Principles of Morals,
which is another part of my Treatife that I calt anew.
Meanwhile my bookfeller, A, Millar, informed me
that my former publications (all but the unfortunate
Treatile) were beginning to be the fubjed of conver.
fation; that the fale of them was gradually increafing,
and that new editions werc demanded. Anlwers by
Reverends and Right Reverends came out two or
three in 2 year; and I found, by Dr. Warburton’s
railing, that the books were beginning to be efteemed
in good company. However, I had a fixed refolu-
tion, which I inflexibly maintained, never to reply
to any body ; and not being very irafcible in iny tem.
per, I have cafily kept myfell clear of all literary
fquabbles. Thefe {ymptoms of a rifing reputation
gave mc encouragement, as I was ever more dif~
poled to fee the favourable than unfavourable fide
of things ; a turn of mind which it is more happy
to pollels, than to be born to an eftate of ten thou-
fand a year.

In 1751 I removed from the country to the
town, the true fcenc for a man of letters. In 1752
were publithed at Edinburgh, where I then lived,
my Political Difcourfes, the only work of mine that
was fuccelsful on the firlt publication. It was well
received abroad and at home. In the fame year
was publifhed at London, my Enquiry concerning
the Principles of Morals ; which, in my own opinion
(¥%ho ought not to judge on that fubje), is of all
my writings, hiftorical, philofophical, or literary,
incomparably the beft. It came unnoticed and un.
obferved into the world.

In
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In 1752 the Faculty of Advocates chofe me: their
Librarian, an office from which 1 reccived little or
no emolument, but which gave me the command of
alarge library. I then formed the plan of writing the
Hiftory of England ; but being frightencd with the
notion of continning a narrative through a period of
r700 years, I commenced with the acceflion of the
houfe of Stuart, an epoch when I thought the mif-
teprefentations of faltion began chiefly to take pluce.
I was, I own, fanguine in my expectations of the
fuccefs of this work. 1 thounght that I was the only
biftorian that had at once neglected prefent power,
intercft, and authority, and the cry of popular pre-
judices ; and as the fubjec was fuited ro every capa.
city, I expefed proportional applaufz.  But miler-
able was my ditippoiniment : I was aflailed by one
cry of reproach, difapprobation, and cven detefla-
tion; Englifh, Scotch, and Irith, Whig and Tory,
churchman and feétary, freethinker and religionitt,
patriot and courtier, united in their rage againft the
man who had prefumed to fhed a generous tear for
the fate of Charles L and the earl of Strafford; and
after the firft ebullitions of their fury were over,
what was {till more mortifying, the book feemed to
fink into oblivion. Mr. Millar told me, thatin a
twelvemonth le fold only forty-five copies of it. 1
{carcely, indecd, heard of one man in the three king»
doms, confiderable for rank or letters, thut could
endure the book. I mult only except the primate
of England, Dr. Herring, and the primate of Ire-
land, Dr. Stone, which {tem two odd exceptions,
Thefle dignified prelates [eparatcly fent mie a meffage
nnt to bedifcouraged.

3 ' I was,
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+ .1 was, however, I cenfefs, difcoutaged; and had
not the war at that time been breaking out between
France and England, I had certainly retired to fome
provincial town of the former kingdom, have chan-
ged my name, and never more have returned to my
native country. But as this fcheme was not now
practicable, and the fubfequent volume was confi-
derably advanced, I relolved to pick up courage
and to perfevere.

I this interval, T publithed at London my Na.
tural Hiftory of Religion, along with fome other
fmall pieces: Its public entry was rather obfcure,
except only that Dr. Hurd wrote a pamphlet againft
it, with all the illiberal petulance, arrogance, and
fcurrility, which diftinguifh the Warburtonian
fchool.  This pamphlet gave me fome confolation
for the otherwife indifferent reception of my per
formance.

IN 17406, two years after the full of the firft vo-
“lume, was publifhed the fecond volume of ‘my Hif-
tory, containing the period from the death of
Charles L. till the Revolution. This performance
happened to give lefs dilpleafure to the Whigs, and -
was better received. It not only rofe itfelf, bu.t
helped to buoy up its unfortunate brother.

BuT though I had been taught by experience,
that the Whig party were in pofleffion of beftowing
all places, both in the ftate and in literature, I was
fo little inclined to yield to their fenfelefs clamour,
that in above a hundred alterations, which farther
ﬁudy, reading, or recolle@ion engaged me to make
in the reigns of the two firlt Stuarts, I have made
all of them lnvarmbly to the Tory fide. Jt is ridi.
culous o confider the Englifh conftitution before
shat period as a regular plan of liberty.
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In 1759 I publithed my Hiflory of the Houfe of
Tudor. The clamour againft this performance was
almoft equal to that againlt the Hiltory of the two
firlt Stuarts, The reign of Llizabeth was particu-
larly obnoxious. But I was now callous againtt the
impreflions of public folly, and continued very
peaceably and contentedly in my retreat at Edin-
burgh, to finifh, in two volumes, the more early
part of the Englith Hiltory, which I gave to the pub.
licin 1461, with tolcrable, and but tolerable, {uccefs.

BuT notwithftanding this variety of winds and
feafons to which my writings had been expoled, they .
had ftill been making fuch advances, that the copy-
money given me by the bookfellers much exceeded
any thing formerly known in I'ngland; T was be-
come nat only independent, but opulent, T retired
to my native country of Scotland, determined never
more to fet my foot out of it ; and retaining the fatil
faltion of never having preferred a requelt to one
great man, or even making advances of friendfhip to
any of them. AsIwas now turned of fifty, I thought

of pafling all the reft of my life in this phllofophxcal

manner, when I received, in 1763, an invitation
from the earl of Hertford, with whom I wasnot in
the leaft acquainted, to attend him on his embafly
to Paris, with a near profpeét of being appointed fe-
cretaty to the embafly ; and, in the meanwhile, of
performing the funéions of that office.  This offer,
however inviting, I'at firft declined, both becaufe I
was relu€tant to'begin conneftions withi the great,
and beciufe 1 was afraid that the civilities and gay
company of Paris would prove difagreeable to a per-
fon of %y age and humour : But on his Lordﬂup 8
Tepeating, th., mvxtatxon, i accep*ed of it » I have
every

[
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every, reafon, both of pleafure and intereft, to think
mylelf happy in my connexions with that noblcman,
as well as afterwards with his brother General
Conway.

Trose who have not feen the firange effe@s of
modes, will never imagine the reception I met with
at Paris, from men and women of all ranks and fta-
tions. The more I refiled from their exceflive ci-
vilities, the more I was loaded with them. There
is, however, 'a real fatisfation in living at Paris,
from the great number of fenfible, knowing, and
polite company with which that city abounds above
all places in the univerfe. I thought 'once of fettling
there for life. ' ‘ ~

I was appointed fecretary to the embafly ; and,
in fummer, 1765, Lord Hertford left me, being ap-
pointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. I was Charge
d’ Affaires till the arrival of the Duke of Richmond,
towards the end of the year. In the beginning of
1766, I left Paris, and next fammer went to Edin~

burgh, with the fame view as formerly, of burying -

myfelf in a philofophical retreat. I returned to that

place, not richer, but with much more money, and .

a much larger income, by means of Lord Hertford’s
friendthip, than I left it, and I was defirous of trying

-what fuperfluity could produce, as I had formerly,

made an experiment of a competency. Batin 1767
Ireceived from Mr. Conway an invitation to be Un.
der.fecretary; and this invitation, both the charater
of the perfon, and my connexions with I.ord Hert-
ford, prevented me from declining. I returned to
Edinburgh in 1769, very opulent (for 1 poffefled a
revenue of 1oo0l. a-year)healthy, and though fome-
what firicken in years, with the profpet of enjoying

: long

s
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long my eafe, and of feeing the encreafe of my re.
putation.

IN fpring 177 5 I was ftruck with a diforder in my
bowels, which at firlt gave me no alarm, but has
fince, as I apprehend it, become mortal and incur.
able. 1 now reckon upon a fpeedy diffoluntion. I
have fuffered very little pain from my diforder ; and
what is more firange, have, notwithftanding the

“great decline of my perfon, never fuffered a mo-
ment’s abatemeént of my fpirits; infomuch, that
were I to name a period of my life which I fhould
moft choofe to pafs over again, I might be tempted
to point to this later'period. I poffefs the fame ar-
dour as ever in ftudy, and the fame gaiety in com.
pany. [ confider, befides, that a man of fixty-five,
by dying, cuts off only a few years of infirmities ;
and though I fee many Iymptoms of my literary re-
putation’s breaking out at lalt with additional luftre,
I knew that T could have but few years to enjoy it.
It is difficult to be more detached {rom life than 1

am at prefent.

T'o conclude hiltorically with my own charater,

1 am, or rather was (for that is the ftyle I muft now
ufe in fpeaking of myfelf, which emboldens me the
more to fpealk my fentiments) ; I was, 1 fay, 2 man
of mild difpofition, of command of temper, of an
open, focial, and cheerful humour, capable of at-
tachment, but little fufceptible of enmity, and of
great moderation inall my paffions. Even my love
of literary fame, my ruling paffion, never foured my-
temper, notwithftanding my frequent difappoint«
~ ments, , My company was not unacceptable to the -
" young apnd carelefs, as well as to the fudious and-
litefary; and as I took a particalar pleafurg in the

: - company
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company of modeft women, I had no reafon to be
difpleafed with the reception I met with from them,
In a word, though moft men, anywife eminent,
have found reafon to complain of calumny, Inever
was touched, or even attacked, by her baleful
tooth ; and though I wantonly expofed myfelf to
the rage of both civil and religious faltions, they
feemed to be difarmed in my behalf of their wonted
fury. My friends never had occafion to vindicate
any one circumftance of my chara&ter and con.
duét: Not but that the zealots, we may well {fup-
pofe, would have been glad to invent and propa-
gate any ftory to my difadvantage, but they could
never find any which they thought would wear the
face of probability. I cannot fay there is no vanity
in making this funeral oration of myfelf; but I
hope it is not a mifplaced one ; and this is a matter
of faét which is eafily cleared and alcertained.

April 18, 1776
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The BRITONS.

HE curiofity, enterlained by all civilized
nations, of enquiring into the exploits and
adventures of their anceftors, commonly excites a
regret that the hiftory of remote ages thould always
be fo much involved in obfcurity, uncertainty, and
contradiftion. Ingenious men, poflefled of leifure,
are apt to pufh their refearches beyond the period in
which literary monuments are framed or preferved
without reflefting, that the hiftory of paft events is
immediately loft or disfigured when entrufted to me-
mory and oral tradition, and that the adventures of
barbarous nations, even if they were recorded, could
afford little or no entertainment to men born in a
more cultivated age. The convulfions of a civilized
Vér. L B ftate

CHAP
I'



2 HISTORY OF ENGLAND,

¢ H A . ftate ufually compofe the moft inftrudtive and moft
interefting part of its hiltory 5 but the {udden, vio-
lent, and unprepaved revolutions incident to barba.
rians, are fo much guided by caprice and tezminate
fo often in cruelty, that they difgult us by the uni.
formity of their appearance ; and it is rather fortu-
nate for letters that they are buried in filence and
oblivion. The only certain means by which nationg
can indulge their curiofity ir refearches concerning
_ their remote origin, is to confider the language,
manners, and cuftoms of their anceflors,and to com.
pare them with thofe of the neighbouring nations.
The fables which are commonly employed to fup-
ply the place of true hiftory, ought entirely to be
difregarded ; or if any exception be admitted to this
general rule, it can only bé in favour of the ancient
Grecian fiftions, which are fo celebrated and fo
agreeable, that they will ever be the objcéls of the
attention of mankind. Neglefting, therefore, alk
traditions, or rather tales, concerning the more
early hiflory of Britain, we fhall only confider the
{tate of the inhabitants as it appeared to the Romans
on their invafien of this country : We fhall briefly
run over the events which attended the conqueft
made by that empire, as belonging morc to Roman
than Britith ftory: We fhall halten through the
obfcure and uninterefling period of Saxon Annals:
And fhall referve a more full narration for thofe
times when the truth is both fo well afcertained and
fo complete as to promife entertainment and i~
Hruttion to the reader.. i
AvrLancient writers agree in reprefenting the firft
inhabitants of Britain as a tribe of the Gauls or
Celtee, who peopled that ifland from the neighbour-
ing continent. 'Their language was the fame, their
. manners, their.government, their fuperftition; va-
ried only by thefe [mall differences, which time or a
communication with the bordering nations muft
- neceflarily introduce, The inhabitants of Gaul, efpe-
’ cially
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«cially in thofe parts which lie contiguous to Italy, c H 4 P,

had acquired, from a commerce with their fouthern
neighbours, fome refinement in the arts, which gras
dually diffufed themfelves northwards, and fpread
but a very faint light over this ifland. The Greek
and Roman navigators or merchants (for there were
{carcely any other travellers in thofe ages) brought
back the moft thocking accounts of the ferocity of
the people, which they magnified, as ulual, in order
to excite the admiration of their countrymen. The

-fouth-eaft parts, however, of Britain, had already,
before the age of Cefar, made the firft and moft
requifite ftep towards a civil fettlement ; and the Bri-
tons, by tillage and agriculture, had there increafed
to a great multitude®.  "The other inhabitants of
the ifland fill maintained themfelves by pafture:
They were clothed with fkins of beafts : They dwelt
in huts, which they rearedin the forefts and marfhes,
with which the country was covered : They fhifted

- eafily their habitation, when atuated either by the
hopes of plunder, or the fear of an enemy: The
convenience of feeding their cattle was even a fuffi-
cient motive for removing their feats : And as they
were ignorant of all the refinements of life, their

- wants and their poffeflions were equally fcanty and
limited. _

Tuz Britons were divided into many fmall na-
tions or tribes ; and being a military people, whofe
fole property was their arms and their cattle, it was

- impofiible, after they had acquired a relith for li-
berty, for their princes or chieitains to eftablifh any
defpotic authority over them. Their governments,
though monarchical °, were free, as well as thole of
all the Celtic nations ; and the common people feem

- even to have enjoyed more libertyamong them®, than

+ among the nations of Gaul’, from whom they were
.defcended. Each ftate was divided intq fations

4 Ceefar, lih. 4 b Diod. Sic. lib. 4.  Mela, lib. 3. cap. 6.

Siraboy lib. 4. ¢ Dion. Caflius, lib. 75, ¢ Cefar, lib. 6.
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¢ # AP within itfel{®: Trwas apitated with jealoufy or ank
. I -, mofity ag:_tin& the neighbouring flates : And while

the arts of peace were yet unknown, wars were the
chief occupation, and formed the chicl objett of
ambition among the people.

o.«.(l‘mz religion of the Britons was one of the mait

Eeoﬁnﬁdcrahlc parts of their governient; and the
Pruids, who were their priefls, poffifled grear au-
thority among them. Befides miniftering. at the
altar, and directing all religious duties, they prefided
over the education of youth; they enjoyed an inta
munity from wars and taxes; rhey pofleited boththe
civil and criminal jurifdiction ; they decided all con-
troverfies among ftates as well as among private
perfons, and whoever refufed to fubmit to their
decree was expoled to the mott {evere penaltie?
The fentence of excommunication was pronouncec
againfl him ¢ e was forbidden accefs to the facri-
fices or public worthip @ Tie was debarred allinter-
courfe with his fellow-cluzens, even in the common
aflairs of life : His company was univerfully thun-
ned, as profanc and dangerous: Fe was refufed
the protettion of law ' : (And death itelf became an
acceptable rclief from the mifery aud infamy to
which he was cxpofed) ‘1'hus, the bands of go-
vernment, which were naturally loofe among that
rude and turbulent people, were happily corrobo-
rated by the terrors of their fuperilition.,

No fpecies of fuperftition was ever more terrible
than that of the Druids. Befides the {evese penal-
ties, which it was in the power of the ecelefialtics
to infli&t in this world, they incalcated the eternal
tranfinigration of fouls; and thereby extended their
authority as far as the fears of their timorous vo-

tariesyy (Chey pradtifed their rites in dark groves or
other [ecret recefles®; and inorderto throw a greater
myftery over their religion, they communicated their

® Tacit, Agr, f Czfar, lib 6.. Straboy lib. 4~

~« #Plin. lib. 12, capi 1.
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do&rines only to the initiated) andflrily forbad the c ¥ A p.
committing of them to writing ; left they thouldat __ " __,
any time be expofed to the examination of the pro-
fane vulgar. g—lu man facrifices were pratifed among
them : The fpoils of war were often devoted to their
divinities ; and they punifhed with the fevereft tor-
tures whoever dared to fecrete any part of the confe-
crated offering 3) Thete treafures they kept in woods
and forefts, fecured by no other guard than the ter-
rors of their religion® ; and this fteady conqueft
over human avidity may be regarded as more fignal
than their prompting men to the moft extraordinary
and moft violent efforts. (No idolatrous worfhip ever
attained fuch an alcendant over mankind as that of
the ‘ancient Gauls and Britons ; and the Romans,
after their conqueft, finding it impoffible to recon-
cile thofe pations to the laws and inftitutions of their
mafters, while it maintained its authority, were at
laft obliged to abolifh it by penal ftatutes) a vio-
lence which had never, in any other inftance, been
pradtifed by thofe tolerating conquerors 1.

The ROMANS.

HE Britons had long remained in this rude but
independent {tare, when Caefar, having over-

run all Gaul by his viQories, firlt caft his eye on
their ifland. He was not allured either by its riches
or.its renown ; but being ambitious of carrying the
Roman arms into a new world, then moltly un-
known, he took advantage of a fhort interval in his
Gaulic wars, and made an invafion on Brirain. The
natives, informed of his intention, were fenfible of
the unequal conteft, and endeavoured.to appeafe
him by fubmiffions, which, however, retarded not - -
the execution of his defign. After fome refiftance, Anncante
he landed, as is fuppofed, at Rgaﬂl‘; and having ob- C. 55

n Caxfar, lib, 6. ! Sueton, in vita Cla:ldii_.
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tained feveral advantages over the Britons, and ob.
liged them to prowife hoflages for their future obe.
dirnce, he was conitrained, by the neceflity of his
affairs, and the approach of winter, to withdraw his
forces into Gaul. The Britons, relieved from the
terror ol his arms,nenleéted the per formance of their
{tipulations ; and that haughty conqueror refolved
next fummer to chaftife them for this breach of
treaty. He landed with a grearer force; and though
he found a more regular refiftance from the Britons,
who had united under Caflivelaunus, one of their
petty ptinces, he difcomfitted them in every adtion.
He advanced into the coundtry ; paflfed the Thames
in the face of the enemy ; took and burned the ca«
pital of Caflivelaunus ; eftablithed his ally, Mandu.
bratius, in the fovereignty of the Trinobantes ; and
having obliged the inhabitants to make him new
fubmiffions, he again returned with his army into
Gaul, and lefi the authority of the Romans more
nominal than rcal in this ifland.

"Trig civil wars which enfued, and which prepared
the way for the cftablifhment of monarchy in Rome,
[aved the Britons from that yoke which was ready to
be impofed upon them.  Auguftus, the fucceflor of
Caefar, content with the viftory obtained over the
liberties of his own country, was little ambitious of
acquiring fame by foreign wars ; and being appre~
henfive left the fame unlimited extent of dominion,
which bad fubvertcd the republic, might allo over.
whelm the empite, he recommended it to his fuc.
ceffors never to enlarge the territories of the Ro.
mans. Tiberius, jealous of the fame which might
be acquired by his gencrals, made this advice of
Augultus a pretence for his inallivity . The mad
fallies of Caligula,in which he menaced Britain with
an invafion, ferved only to expofe himfelf and the
empire to ridicule: And theBritonshad now, during

k Tacit. Agr. .
5 almofi
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almolt a century, enjoyed their liberty unmolefted; ¢ 1 A ».
when the Rorhans, in the reign of Claudius, began __"_,
to think ferioufly of reducing them under their do-
minion. Without feeking any more juftifiable rea-
fons of hottility than were employed by the late Eu-
ropeans in fubje@ing the Africans and Americans,
they fent over an areny under the command of Plau. a.p. 4;.
tius, an able general, who gained fome viGtories, and
made a confiderable progrefs in fubduing the inha~’
bitants. Claudius himfelf, finding matters fufficient-
ly prepared for his reception, made a journey into
Britain, and received the fubmiffion of feveral Britifh
ftates, the Cantii, Atrebates, Regni, and Trino. '
bantes, who inhabited the fouth-eaft parts of the
ifland, and whom their pofleflions and more culti-
vated manner of life rendered willing to purchale
peace at the expence of their liberty. The other
Britong, under the command of Caratacus, ftill
maintained an obftindte refiftance, and the Romans
made little progrefls againft them; til! Oftorius
Scapula was fent over to command their armies.
This general advanced the Roman conquelts over 4 p. g,
the Britons; pierced into the country of the Si-.
lures a warlike nation, who inhabited the banks of
the Severne ; defeated Caractacus in a great battle ;
took him priloner, and fent him to Rome, where his
magnanimous behaviour procured him better treat-
ment than thofe conquerors ufually beftowed "on
captive princes ', _

NoTwrrHsTaNDING thefe misfortunes, the Bri-
tons were not fubdued; and this ifland was regarded
by the ambitious Romans as a field in which mili-
tary honour might ftill be acquired. Under the a.p. 5.
teign of Nero, Suetonius Paulinus was invefted with
the comwmand, and prepared to fignalize his name
by vi&tories over thole barbarians., ¥inding that the
ifland of Mona, now Anglefey, was the chief feat

L}

} T'acit, Ann. lib. 12,
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of the Druids, he refolved to attack it, and to fub.
je€l a place which was the centre of their fuperfti-
tion, and whichaflor ded prote@ionto all their baflled
forces. The Britons endeavoured to obftiu@ his
landing on this ficred ifland, hoth by the fuice of
their arins, and the teriors of their religion.  The
wonienand prieftswere futermingled with thefoldiers
upon the fhore; and running about with flaming
torches in their hanils, and tofling their dithevelled
hair, they flruck greatcr terior into the aflonifhed
Romans by their howlings, cries, and execrations,
than the real danger from the armed forces was able
to infpire. But Suetoniug, exhorting his troops to
defpife the menaces of a fuperftition which they de-
fpifed, impelled them to the attack, drove the Bri-
tons off the feld, burned the Diuids in the fame fires
which thofe priefts had prepared for their captive
cnemies, deftroyed all the confecrated groves and
altars 5 and, having thus triumphed over the reli-
gion of the Biitons, he thonght his future progrefs
would be eafy, in reducing the people to fubjection,
But he was dilappointed in his «xpeQations.  "The
Britons, taking advantage of his abfence, were all
inarms; and headed Ly Boadicea, queen of the
Iceni, who had been treated in the mofl ignomi-
nious manner by the Roman tribunes, had already
attacked with fuccels feveral fettlements of their in.
fuliing conquerors.  Suetonius haftened to the pro-
tcflion of London, which was already a flourithing
Roman colony ; but he found on his arrival, thatit
would be 1cquifite for the gencral fafety to abandon
that pluce to the mercilels tury of the enemy. Lon-
don was reduced to afhes j fuch of the inhabitants as
remained in ic were cruelly maflacied; the Romans
and all firangers, to the number of 70,000, were
every where put to the fword without diftinQtion;
and the Britons, by rendering the war thus bloody,
feemed determined to cut off all hopes of peace or
compofition with the enemy. But this cruclty was

revenged
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revenged by Suetonius in a great and decifive battle,
where 80,000 of the Brirons are faid to have pe-
rithed; and Boadicea herfelf, rather than fall into
the hands of the enraged viftor, put an end to her
own life by poifon™. Nero foon after recalled Sue-
tonius from a government, where, by fuffering and
infliting fo many feverities, he was judged im-
proper for compofing the angry and alarnied minds
of the inhabitants. After fome interval, Ceiealis
received the command fiom Vefpafian, and by his
bravery propagated the tetror of the Roman arms.
Julius Fiontinus {ucceeded Cerealis both in autho-
rity and in reputation : But the general who finally
eftablifhed the dominion of the Romauns in this
ifland, was Julivs Agricola, who governed it in the
reigns of Vefpafian, Titus, and Domitian, and dif-
tinguithed himfelf in that fcene of action.

T'ris great commander formed a regular plan for
fubduing Britain, and rendering the acquifition ufe-
ful to the conquerors. He carried hisvi@orious arms
northwards, defeatel theBiitons inevery encounter,
pierced into the inacceflible forelts and mountains of
Caledonia, reduced cvery ftate to fubjeétion in the
fouthern part of the ifland, and chatud before him,
all the men of fiercer and more intraétable ipirits,
who deemed war and death itfelf lefs intolerable than
fervitude under the vi€lors. He even defeated them
in a decifive aflion, which they fought under Gal-
ygacus, their leader; and having fixed a chain of
garrifons, between the friths of Clyde and Forth, he
thereby cut ofl the ruder and more barren parts of
the iflard, and fecured the Roman province {rom
the incurfions of the barbarous inhabirants ™

During thele military enterprifes, he neglected
not the arts of peace. He introduced laws and ci-
vility among the Britons, taught them to defire and
raile all the conveniencies of life, reconciled them to

® Tacit. Ann, lib. 14. ® Tacit. Agr.
the
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the Roman language and manners, inftro@led them
in letters and [cience, and employed every expedient
to render thole chains, which lie had forged, both
cafy and agreeable to then®  'The inhabitants,
having experienced how unequal their own force
was to refilt that of the Romans, acquielced in the
dominion of their maflers, and were gradually in-
corporated as a part of that mighty empire.

Teus was the laft durable conquelt made by the
Romans: and Britain, once fubdued, gave no far-
ther inquietude to the ViGtor. Caledonia alone, de-
fended by its barren mountains, and by the contempt
which the Romans entertained for it, fometimes in-
fefled the more culdivated parts of the ifland by the
incurfions of its inhabitants. The better to fecure
the frontiers of the empire, Adrian, who vifited this
ifland, built a rampart between the river Tyne and
the frith of Solway : Lollius Urbicus, under Anto-
ninus Pius, erefted one in the place where Agricola
had formerly eflablifhed his garsilons : Scverus, who
made an expedition into Britain, and carried his arms
to the moft northern extremity of it, added new for-
tifications to the wall of Adrian ; and dutring the
reigns of all the Roman emperots, fuch a prolound
tranquillity prevailed in Britain, that little mention
is made of the affairs of that ifland by any hiftorian,
The only incidents which occur, are fome feditions
or rebellions of the Roman legions quartered there,
and fome ufurpations of the imperial dignity by the
Roman governors. The natives, dilarmed, difpi.
rited, and fubmiffive, had loft all defire, and even
idea, of their former Kiberty and independence.

But the period was now come when that
enormous fabric of the Roman empire, which had
diffufed flavery and oppreffion, together with peace
and civility, over fo confiderable a part of the globe,
was approaching towards its final diffolution. ltaly

® Tacit. Agr,
and .
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and the centre of the empirc, removed, during fo © HAPR
many ages, from all concern in the wars, had en- Compmes
tirely loft the military {pirit, and were pcopled by
an enervated race, equally difpofed to f{ubmit to a
foreign yoke, or tothe tyranny of their own rulers.
The emperors found themfelves obliged to recruit
their legions from the frontier provinces, where the
genius of war, though languithing, was not totally
extin®; and thele mercenary forces, carelefs of laws
and civil inftitutions, eftablithed a military govern.
ment, no lefs dangerous to the fovereign than to the
people. The farther progrefs of the fame diforders
introduced the bordering barbarians into the fervice
of theRomans ; and thofe fierce nations, having now
added difcipline to their native bravery, could no
longer be reftrained by the impotent policy of the
emperors, who were accuftomed to employ one in
the deftruétion of the others. Senfible of their own
force, and allured by the profpett of fo rich a prize,
the northern barbarians, in the reign of Arcadius
and Honorlus, aflailed at once all the frontiers of the
Roman empire ; and having firft fatiated their avi-
dity by plunder, began to think of fixing a f{ettlement
in the walted provinces. The more diftant barba~
rians, who occupied the deferted habitations of the
former, advanced in their acquifitions, and prefled
with their incumbent weight the Roman ftate, al-
ready unequal to the load which it fuftained. In~
ftead of arming the people in their own defence, the
emperors recalled all the diftant legions, in whom
alone they could repofe confidence ; and colle&ed
the whole military force for the defence of the ca-
pital and centre of the empire. The neceflity of
felf-prelervation had fuperfeded the ambition of
power ; and the ancient point of honour never to
contrat the limits of the empire, could no longer
be attended to in this defperate extremity.
Brrrain by its fituation was removed from the
fury of thefe barbarous incurfinns ; and being alfoa
remote
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remote pravinee, not much valued by the Romans,
the legions which defonded it wete canied over to
the pratcdion ol Traly and Gaul  But that provinee,
thoush fecured by the fea againil the inroads of the
greater aibes ol hubatians, found encmies on its
frontiers, who took advantage of its prefent defence-
Iets fituation.  The Pi@t and Scots, who dwelt in
the notthern paits, leyond the wall ol Antoninus,
made incurfions upon their peaceable and cilcminate
neighbours ; and befides the temporary depredations
which they committed, thefe combined nations
threatened the whole province with fubjection, or
what the inhabitants more dreaded, with plunder
and devaftation. TheP1&sfeem to have been a ribeof
the native Britifh race, who, having becn chaled into
the northein parts by the conguells of Apricola, had
therc intermingled with the ancient inhabitants: The
Scots wete detived from the famie Cltic origin, had
firfl been cltablifhed in Iieland, had migrated to the
north-wefl coafts of this ifland, and had long been
accuftomed, as well fiom their old as thein new feats,
ta mfift the Roman provinee by piracy and rapine*.
Thefe tiibes, finding their more opulent neiphbours
expoled to invafion, fovn brole over the Roman
wall, no longer deden-ud by the Roman wims 5 and
thongh a contemptible enemy in themiclves, met
with no refiflance ftom the unwalibe inhabitants,

e Britons, accuftomed to have recourfe to the em-
pero1s for defence as well as povernment, wade fup-
plications to Romc; and one leyion was feut over
for their protetion. This foice was an overmatch
for the barbarians, repelled their invafion, routed
them in every engagement, and having chaled them
into their ancient limits, returned in tiumph to the
defence of the fouthern provinces of the empire?,
Their retreat brought on a new invafion of the
encmy. The Britons made apain an application o

* Qec'Note [A] at the end of the Volume.
P Gildas, Bede, lih, 1. cap. 12, Laul. Dacon. .
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Rome, and again obtained the aflitance ofa legion, c 11 a ».
1

which proved efleQual for their reliel : But the Ro-
mans, reduced to extremitics at home, and fatigued
with thofe diflant expeditions, informed the Britons
that they mult no lnnger look to them for fuccour,
exhorted thun to arm in their own defence, and
urged, that as they were now their own malflers, it
became them to prote@ by their valour that inde-
pendence which their ancient lords had conferred
upon them % That they might leave the ifland with
the better grace,the Romans aflilted them in ereéting
anew the wall of Severus, which was built entirely
of ftone, and which the Britons had not at that time
artificers (kilful enough to repair". And having done
this laft good office to the inhabitants, they bid a
final adieu to Buitain, about the year 448 ; afier
being mallers of the more confiderable part of it
during the courfe of near four centuries.

The BRITONS.
THE abjet Dritons regarded this prefent of

liberty as fatal to them ; and were in no con-
dition to put in prattice the prudent counfel given
them by the Romans, to armn in their own defence.
Unaccuftomed both to the perils of war and to the
cares of civil guvernment, they found themlelves
incapable of forming or executing any mealures for
refilting the incurfions of the barbarians. Gratian
alfo and Conftantine, two Romans, who had a little
before aflumed the purple in Britain, bad carried
aver to the continent the flower of the Britith youth ;
and having perithed in their unfuccelsiul attempts
on the imnperial throne, had defpoiled the ifland of
thofe who. in this defperate extremity, were befl able
ta defend it, ‘Lhe Pi&s and Scots, finding that the
Romans had finallyrelinquithed Britain, gowregard-

& Bede, lib, 1. cap, 12. * Ibid.
ed
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C H A P, ed the whole as their prey, and attacked the northern
wall with redoubled forces. The Britons, already
" {ubdued by their own fears, found the ramparts but
a weak defence for them ; and deferting their ftation,
left the country entirely open to the inroads of the
barbarous enemy. The invaders carried devalta.
tion and ruin along with them ; and exerted to the
utmoft their native ferocity, which was not mitigated
by the helplefs condition and fubmiffive behaviour
of the inhabitants®, The unbappy Britons had a
third time recourfe to Rome, which had declared its
refolution for ever to abandon them. /tius, the
patrician, fuftained, at that time, by his valour and
magnanimity, the tottering ruins of the empire, and
revived for 2 moment, among the degenerate Ro-
mans, the Ipirit,. as well as dilcipline, of their an-
ceftors. The Britifh ambaffadors carried to him
the letter of their countrymen, which was infcribed,
The Groans of the Britons. The tenor of the epiftle
was fuitable to its fuperfcription. The barbarians,
fay they, on the one band, chafe us into the fea ; the
Jea on the other, throws us back upon the barbarians;
and we bhave only the bard choice left us, of perifbing
by the fword or by the waves'.  But tius, prefled
by the arms of Attila, the moft terrible enemy that
ever affailed the empire, had no leifure to attend to
the complaints of allies, whom generofity alone could
induce him to affit *. The Britons, thus rejected,
were reduced to defpair, deferted their habitations,
abandoned. tillage, and flying for proteétion to the
forefts and mountains, fuflered equally from hunger
and from the enemy. The barbarians them/elves
began to feel the preflures of famine in a country
which they hdd ravaged ; and being haraffed by the
difperfed Britons, who had not dared to refift them

_+Gildas,Bede, lib. 1. Ann.Beverl. p. 45.  t Gildas, Bede,
Iib. 1. cap. 13.  Malmetbury, lib. 1. cap. 1. Aun., Beverl.
P45 U Chron. Sax. p. 11. edit. 1692. .
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in a body, they retreated with their [poils into their ¢ H AP
own country v. .

Tuz Bri?ons, +taking advantage of this interval, Cored
returned to their ulual occupations; and the fa-
vourable feafons, which fucceceded, feconded their
induftry, made them fooun forget their paft miferies,
and reltored to them great plenty of all the necef-
faries of life. No mnore can be imagined to have
been poflefled by a people fo rude, who had not,
without the affiftance of the Romans, art of mafonry
fufficient to raife a ftone rampart for their own de-
fence : Yer the Monkifh hiftorians *, who treat of
thofe events, complain of the luxury of the Britons
during this period, and afcribe to that vice, not o
their cowardice or improvident counfels, all theic
fubfequent calamities.

Tuz Britons, entirely occupied in the enjoyment
of the prefent interval of peace, made no provifion
for refifting the enemy, who, invited by their former
timid behaviour, foon threatenc! them with a new
invafion. We are not exallly informed what fpecies
of civil government the Romans on their departure
had left among the Britons ; but it appears probable,
that the great men in the different diftricts aflumed a
kind of regal, though precarious authority; and lived
in a great meafure independent of each other’. To
this difunion of counfels were alfo added the difputes
of theology; and the difciples of Pelagius, who was
himfelf a native of Britain,having increafed to a great
multitude, gave alarm to the clergy, who feem to
have been more intent on fupprefling them, than on
oppofing the public enemy®. Labouring under thefe
domeflic evils, and menaced with a foretgn invafion,
the Britons attended only to the fuggeltions of their
prefent fears; and following the counfcls of Vor.
tigern, prince of Dumnonium, who, though {tained

¥ Anmn. Beverl pe 45« * Gildas, Bede, lib. 12cap. 14.
¥ Gildas, Uther, Ant. Brit. p. 248. 347.  # Gildas, Bede,
Eh. 1, cap. 17. Conltant, in vita Germ,

+
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with every vice, poflffed the chicf authority among
them *, they fent into Germany a deputation to ine
vite over the Saxons for their proteétion and afe

Aitance.

The SAX ONS.

OF all the barbarous nations, known either in

ancient or modern times, the Germans {eem
to have been the moft diftinguithed both by their
manners and political inftitutions, and to have car-
ried to the highelt pitch the virtues of valour and
love of liberty; the only virtues which can have
place among an uncivilized people, where juftice
and humanity are commonly neglefled. Kingly
government, even when eftablilhed among the
Germans (for it was not univerfal), poflefled a very
limited Authority ; and though the fovereign was
ufually chofen from among the royal family, he was
directed in every meafure by the common confent

* of the nation over whom he prefided. "When any

important atfuirs were tranfadted, all the warriors
met in arms j the men of greatelt authority em-
ployed perfuafion to engage their confent; the peo~
ple expredled therr approbation by rattling their ar.
mour, or their diffent by murmurs; there was no
neceflity for a nice fcrutiny of votes among a nul-
titude, who were ulually carried with a firong cur-
rent to one fide or the other ; and the meafure, thus
fuddenly chofen by general agreement, was executed
with alacrity, .and profecuted with vigour, KEven
in war, the princes governed more by example than
by authority : But in peace, the civil union was in
a great mealure diflulved, and the inferior leaders
adminiftered juflice after an independent manner,
each in his particular ditriét. Thefe were elefted
by the votes of the people in their great councils ;
2 Gildas, Gulm. Malm. p. 8.
‘ and:



THE SAXONS,

17

and though regard was paid to nobility in the choice, © H AP
their perfonal qualities, chiefly their valour,procured ',

them, from the fuflrages of their fellow-citizens, that

honourable but dangerous diftin€lion. The warriors

of each tribe attached themfelves to thel leader with
the moft devoted affeftion and moft unfhaken con-
flancy.  They attended him as his ornament in
peace, as his defence in war, as his council in the
adminiftration of juftice. Their conftant emulation
in military renown diffolved not that inviolable
friendfhip which they profefled to their chieftain and
to each other. Todiefor the honour of theirband
was their chief ambition : To furvive its difgrace,
or the death of their leader, was infamous. They
even carried into the field their women and chillren,
who adopted all the martial fentiments of the men :
And being thus impelled by every human motive,
they were invincible ; where they were not oppofed
either by the fimilar manners and inflitutions of
the neighbouring Germans, or by the fuperior dif-
cipline, arms, and numbers of the Romans®.

T lcaders and their military companions were
maintained by the labour of their flaves, or by that
of the weaker and lels warlike part of the comimu-
nity whom they defended. The contributions which
they levied went not beyond a bare fubfiftence; and
the honours, acquired by a fuperior rank, were the

only reward of their fuperior dangers and fatigues. -

All the refined arts of life were unknown among the
Germans : Tillage itfelf was almoft wholly ne-
gletted : They even leem to have been ansious to
prevent any improvements of that nature ; and the
leaders, by annually difiributing anew all the land
among the inhabitants of cuch village, kept them
from attaching themlclves to particuiar polleflions,

or making fuch progiefs in agriculture as mighe,

b Ceefar, lib. 6. ‘Tacit. de Mor. Germ.

Vor. L. C divert
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¢ A P divert their attention from military expeditions, the

N, apen, )

chief occupation of the conununity “.

T'rs Saxons had been for lome time regarded as
one of the molt warlike tribes of this fierce people,
and had become the terror of the neighbouring aa-

~tions s They had diffufed themfelves ftom the

northern parts of Germany and the Cimbrian Gher.
fonefus, and had taken pofleffion of all the fea-coaft
from the mouth of the Rhine to Jutland; whence
they had long infcfted by their piracies all the eaftern
and fouthern parts of Britain, and the northern of
Gaul®. In order to oppofe their inroads, the Ro-
mans had eftablifhed an oflicer, whown they called
Count of the Saxon fbore ; and as the naval arts can
flourifh among a civilized people alone, they feern
to have been more fuccefsful in repelling the Sax- -
ons, than any of the other baibarians by whom
they were invaded. The diffolution of the Roman
power invited them to rencw their inroads 3 and it
was an acceptable circumflance, that the deputies
of the Britons appeared amony; them, aml prompt.
ed them to undertake an enterprize, to which they
were of themfelves fufficiemly inclined .

Henowsy and Horfa, two brothers, poffeffed
great credit among the Saxons, and were much ce-
lebrated both for their valour and nobility,  They
were reputed, as moft of the Saxon princes, to be
fprung from Woden, who was worlhipped as a god
among thofe nations, and they are faid to be his
great grandfons®; a circumftance which added much
to their authority, We fhall not attempg to trace
any higher the origin of thofe princes and nations.
It is evident what fruoitlefs labour it muft be to
fearch, in thofe barbarous and illiterate ages, for the

¢ Calosghib. 6, Tacit. ibid. 4 Amm. Marcell. 1ib. 28.
Orofiuss ™" * Amm. Macell. lib. 27. cap. 7. lib, 8. cap. 7.

f ' Wiil. Malm, p. 8. E Bede, lib. 15 cap. 15, Saxon
Chron. p13. Nennius, cap. 23.

:izigials
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annals of a people, when their firft leaders, known ¢ 17 a p.

in any true hiftory, were believed by them to be the

fourth in defcent from a fabulous deity, or froma ¥

man exalted by ignorance into that chara&ter. The
dark indultry of antiquaries, led by imaginary ana-
logies of names, or by uncertain traditions, would
in vain attempt to pierce into that deép obfcurity
which covers the remote hiftory of thofe nations.
Tuest two brothers, obferving the other pro-
vinces of Germany to be occupied by a warlike and
neceffitous people, and the rich provinces of Gaul
already conquered or over-run by other German

tribes, found it eafy to perfuade their countrymen

to embrace the fole enterprize which promiled a fa-
vourable opportunity of difplaying their valour and
gratifying their avidity. They embarked their troops
in three'veffels, and about the year 449 or 450",
carried over 1600 men, who landed in the ifle of
Thanet, and immediately marched to the defence
of the Britons againft the northern invaders. The
Scots and Pifls were unable to refift the valour of
thefe auxiliries; and the Britons applauding their
own wifdom in calling over the Saxons, hoped
thenceforth to enjoy peace and fecurity under the
powerful protetion of that warlike people.

Bur Hengift and Horfa perceiving, from their
eafly viCtory over the Scots and Piéts with-what faci-
lity they might fubdue the Britons themfelves, who
had not been able to refilt thofe feeble invaders,
were determined to conquer and fight for their-own
grandeur, not for the detence of their degenerate
allies. They fent intelligence to Saxony of the fer-
tility and riches of Britain ; and reprefented as cer-
tain the fubjection of a people fo long difufed to
arms, who, being now cut off from the Roman
empire, of which they had been a province during
fo many ages, bad not yet acquired any union

¥ Saxon Chronicle, p. 12.  Gul. Malm. p. 11. Hftington,
kib. 2. p. 309- Ethelwerd, Brompton, p. 728,

: Ca among
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among themfelves, and were deftitute of all affec.
tion to their new liberties, and of all national at.
tachinents and regards’. The vices and pufillani-
mity of Vortigern, the Britifh leader, were a new
ground aof hope; and the Saxons in Germany, fol-
lowing fuch agreeable profpeds, foon reinforced
Hengift and Horfa with 5000 men, who came over
in feventeen veflels. The Britons now began to en-
tertain apprehenfions of their allies, whole numbers
they found continually augmenting ; but thought of
no remedy, except a paflive fubmiffion and conniv-
ance. This weak expedient foon failed them. ‘The
Saxons fought a quarrel, by complaining that their
fubfidies were ill paid, and their provifions with-
drawn*: And immediately taking off the mafk,
they formed an alliance with the Pi¢ts and Scots,
and proceeded to open hoftility againft the Britons.

Trt Britons, impelled by thele violent extremi.
ties, and roufed to indignation againlt their trea.
cherous auxiliaries, were neceffitated to take arms ;
and having depofed Vortigern, who had become
odious from his vices, and from the bad cvent of
his rafh counlels, they put themfelves under the
command of his fon Vortimer. 'They fought many
battles with their enemies ; and though the victories
in thefe a€tions be difputed between the Britith and
Saxon annalifts,the progrefs ftill made by the Saxons
proves that the advantage was commonly on their

. fide. In one battle, however, fought at Eaglesford,

. eap.35.  Nennive, enp. 35, Gildas, § 23, .

now Ailsford, Horfa, the Saxon General, wag (ain,
and left the fole command over his countsymen in
the hands of Hengift. "This altive general, conti-
nually reinforced by frefh numbers from Germany,
carried devaftation into the moft remote corners of
Britain; and being ehiefly anxious to {pread the ter-
ror of his arms, hefpared neither age; nor fex, nor
condition, wherever he marched with his viforious

. ¥Chroft Sax. p. 12+ Ann. Beverl. po49,  * Bede, lib. 1.

forces.
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forces, The private and public edifices of the Bri- c # A ©.
tons were reduced to athes : The priefts were flaugh- Y,
[

tered on the altars by thole idolatrous ravagers :
"The bithops and nobility fhared the fate of the vul.
gar: the people, flying to the mountains and de-
ferts, were intercepted and butchered in heaps:
.Some were glad to accept of hife and fervitude un-
der their vi&tors: Others, deferting their native
country, took fhelter in the province of Armorica;
where, being charitably received by a people of the
fame language and manners, they fettled in great
numbers, and gave the country the name of Brit-
tany’, ' .

. %f‘r-m. Britith writers aflign one caufe which faci-
litated the entrance of the Saxons into this ifland ;
'the love with which Vortigern was at firft feized for
Rovena, the daughter of Hengift, and which that
artful warrior made ufe of to blind the eyes of the
" imprudent monarch ™. The fame hiftorians add,
that Vortimer died; and that Vortigern, being e~
ftored to the throne, accepted of a banquet from
Hengift at Stonehenge, where 300 of his nobility
were treacheronily flaughtered, and himfelf detained
captive®. But thefe ftories feem to have been in-
vented by theWelfh authors, in order to palliate the
weak refiftance made at firlt by their countrymen,
-and to account for the rapid progrefs and licentious
devaftations of the Saxons °, '

After the death of Vortimer, Ambrofius, a Bri-
ton, though of Roman defcent, was invefted with
the command over his countrymen, and endea-
voured, not without fuccefs, to unite them in their
refiftance againft the Saxons. Thofe contefts in-
creafed the animofity between the two nations, and
roufed the military Ipirit of the angient inhabitants,
which had before been funk into a fatal lethargy.

1Bede, lib. 1. cap. 15. Uther, p. 226, . Gildas, § 24.
m Nennius, Galfr, lib. 6. cap. 12. " Nennius, ca{a‘. 3.74 Gealfr.
© Stillingfleet’s Orig. Brit. p. 324, 325.

C3 - Hengift,
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C u A r. Hengift, however, notwithftanding their oppofition,

1

Neawr o
(4

ftill maintained his gronnd in Britain; and in order
to divide the forces and attention of the natives, he
called over a new tribe of Saxons, under the com.
mand of his brother Ofa, and of Ibifla, the fon of
O@a; and he fettled them in Northumberland. He
himfelf remained in the fouthern parts of the ifland,
and laid the foundation of the kingdom of Kent,
comprehending the county of that name, Middlefex,
Effex, and part of Surry. IHe fixed his royal feat
at Canterbury; where he governed about forty years,
and he died in or near the year 488 ; leaving hig
new acquired dominions to his pofterity.

Tri luccels of Hengift excited the avidity of the
other northern Germans; and at different times,and
under different leaders, they flocked over in mul-
titudes to the invafion of this ifland. 'Thele con-
querors were chiefly compofed of three tribes, the
Saxons, Angles, and Jutes?, who all paffed under
the common appellation, fometimes of Saxons, fome-
times of Angles ; and fpeaking the fame language,
and being governed by the fame inflitutions, they
were naturally led from thele caufes as well as from
their common intereft, to unite themfelves again(t
the ancient inhabitants. ‘The refiftance however,
though uncqual, was ftill maintained by the Britons;
but became every day more feeble 1 And their ca-
lamities admitted of few intervals, till they were
driven into Corpwal and Wales, and received pro-
teGtion from the remote fituation or ipacceflible
mounfains of thofe countries.

Trer firlt Sagon ftate, after that of Kent, which
was eftablithed in Britain, was the kingdom of
Sonth Saxony.. In the year 4779, Zlla, a Saxon

? Bede, lib, 1. cap. 15. Ethelwerd, p. 833, edit. Camdeni,
Chron. Sax. p, 12. Ann. Beverl p. 58. The inhabitanta of

" Kent and the Ifle of Wight were Jutes. Lffex, Middlefex,

Surry, Syllex, and all the Sonthern counties to Cornwaly were
peopled by Sazons + Mercia, and other parts of the kingdom,
were inhabited by Angles ™ '

sChx:ori. Sax p.14. Apn Beverl, p.81.
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chief, brought over an army from Germany; and cuw ar.
landing on the fouthern coalt, proceeded to take , * |
pofleflion of the neighbouring territory. The Bri-
tons, now armed, did not tamely abandon their pof-
feffions ; nor were they expelled, till defeated in
many battles by their warlike invaders. The moft
memorable action, mentioned by hiftorians, is that
of Meacredes-Burn™; where, though the Saxons
feem to have obtained the viory, they fuffered
fo confiderable alofs, as fomewhat retarded the pro-
grefs of their conquefts. But Allla, reinforced by
frefh numbers of his countrymen, again took the
field againft the Britons ; and laid ficge to Andred-
Cealfter, which was defended by the garrifon and
inhabitants with defperate valour®. The Saxons,
enraged by this refiftance, and by the fatigues and
dangers which they had fultained, redoubled their
efforts againit the place, and when malters of it, put
all their enemies to the fword without ditinétion.
This decifive advantage fecured the conquefts of
Zllla, who affumed the name of King, and ex-
tended his dominion over Sullex and a great part
of Surrey. He was ftopped in his progrefs to the eaft
by the kingdom of Kent : In that to the Weft by
another tribe of Saxons, who had taken pofieflion
of that territory. )

Trusre Saxons, from the fitnation of the country
in which they [ettled, were called the Welt Saxons,
and landed in the year 495, under the command
of Cerdic,and of his fon Kenric': The Britons were,
by paft experience, fo much on their guard, and fa
well prepared to receive the enemy, that they gave
battle to Cerdic the very day of his landing ; and
though vanquithed, ftill defended for fome time,
their liberties againft the invaders. None of the
other tribes of Saxons met with fuch vigorous re-
filtance, or exerted fuch valour and perfeverance in

T Saxon Chron, A. D, 485. Flor, Wigorn. « Hen. Hunting.
Iib. 2.« Will. Malin, 1ib. 3 cap. 1, p. 12, Chron. 8ax. p. 15,

C 4 puthing
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g t0 call for the affiftance of his countrymen from the
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o kingdoms of Kent and Suffex, as well as from Ger-

many, and he was thencejoincd by a frefh army
under the command of Porte, and of his fons Bleda
and Megla®. Strengthened by thefe {uccours, he
fought, in the year 508, a defperate battle with the
Britons, commanded by Nazan-Leod, who was vic«
torious in the beginning of the a&lion, and routed
the wing in which Cerdic himfelf corhmanded ; but
Kenric, who had prevailed in the other wing,
brought timely affiftance to his father, and reftored
the battle, which ended in a complete viQory gained
by the Saxons ¥. Nazan-Leod perithed, with 5000
of his'army ; but left the Britons more weakened
than difcouraged by his death. The war ftill conti-
nued, though the fuccefs was commonly on the fide
of the Sazons, whofe thort fwords, and clofe man.
ner of fighting, gave them great advantage over the
miffile ‘weapons of the Britons. Cerdic wus not

~ wanting to his good fortune; and in order 10 exa

wend his conquefts, he lid- fiege to Mount Badon
or Baneldowne near Bath, whither the moll ob.
ftinate of the difcomfited Britons had retived. The
fouthern Britons, in this extremity, applied for afe
fiftance to. Arthur, Prince of the Silurcs, whofe he-
roic valour now fuftained the declining fate of his

* country®, This is that Arthur fo much celebrared.

in the fongs of Thalieffin, and the other Britith
bards, and whofe military atchievements have been
blended with fo many fables, as even to give occa-
fion for entertaining a doubt of his real exifteyce.
But poets, though they disfigure the moft certain
hiftory by their fictions, and ule ftrange liberties
with truth where they are the fole hiltorians, as
-among the Britons, have commonly fome founda-
tion for their wildeft exaggerations. Certain it is,

5" Chron®Sax. p. g7, ‘v H. Hunting. lib. 2. Ethclwerd,‘

Jib, 1. Chron, Sax. p.17.  * Hunting. lib. 2.

that
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that the fiege of Badon was raifed by the Britonsin € 11 A®.

the year 520: And the Saxons were there difcomfit-
ed ina great battle¥, This mis{ortune ftopped the
progrels, of Cerdic: but was not fufficient to wreft
from him the conquelts which he had already made.
He and his fon Kenric, who fucceeded him, efta-
blilhed the kingdom of the Welt Saxons, .or of
Weflex, over the counties of Hants, Dorfet, Wilts,
Berks, and the Ifle of Wight, and left their new-
acquired dominions to their pofterity. Cerdic died
in 534, Kenric in 560, .

WaiLe the Saxons made this progrefs in the
fouth, their countrymen were not lefs aétive in other
quarters. In rthe year 527, a great tribe of adven«
turers, under feveral leaders, landed on the eaft
coaft of Britain ; and after fighting many battles, of
-which hiftory has preferved no particular account,
they eftablifhed three new kingdoms in this ifland.
‘Uffa affumed the title of king of the Eaft-Anglesin
5753 Crida that of Mercia in §857; and Erken-
win that of Eafl-Saxony or Eflex nearly about the
fame time, but the year is uncertain, This latter
kingdom was difmembered from that of Kent, and
comprebhended Eflex, Middlefex, and part of Hert-
fordfhire. That of the Ealt-Angles, the counties
of Cambridge, Suffolk, and Norfolk ; Mercia was
extended over all the middle counties, fram the
banks of the Severn, to the frontiers of thefe two
kingdoms. o .

~ 'Lue Saxoans, foon after the landing of Hengift,
had been planted in Northumberlaud ; but, as they
met with an obftinate refiftance, and made but-{mall
progrefs in fubduing the inhabitants, their affairs
were.in fo unfetiled a condition, that none of their
princes for a long time affumed the appellation of
king. At laft, in 547°*, Ida, a Saxon princg of
great valour ®, who, claimed a defcent, as did all

¥ Gildas, Saxon Chron, H. Huuting. lib. 2. _* Math, Wett.
~ Huntington, lib, 2, +* Chron. Sax. p- rg9. * Will, Malmf, p.1g.
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the other princes of that nation, from Woden,
brought over a reinforcement from Germany, and
enabled the Northumbrians to carry on their con.
quefts over the Britons. Fle entirely fubd}md the
county now called Northumberland, the bithopric
of Dutham, as well as fome of the fouth-caft coun.
ties of Scotland 3 and he affumed the crown under
the title of king of Bernicia. Nearly about the
fame time, Jilla, another Saxon prince, having
conquered Lancafhire, and the greater part of
Yorkthire, received the appellation of king of
Deiri®. Thefe two kingdoms were united in the
petfon of Ethilfrid, grandfon of Ida, who married
Acca, the daughter of Zlla; and expelling her
brother Edwin, eftablifhed one of the moft power-
ful of the Saxon kingdoms by thetitle of Northum.
berland. How far bis dominions extended into the
.country now called Seotland, is uncertain 3 but it
cannot be doubted that all the lowlands, el'pecially
the eaft coaft of that country, were peapled ina
great meafure from Germany ; though the expedi-
tions, made by the {everal Saxon adventurers, have
elcaped the records of hiftory. ‘The language (pow
ken in thole countries, which is purely Saxon, 13 a
ftronger proof of this event, than can be oppoled by
the imperfe, or rather fabulous annals, which are
obtruded on us by the Scottifh hiftorians.

The HEPTARCHY.

HUS was eftablifhed, after a violent contefl of
neara hundred and fifty years, the Heptarchy,

or feven Saxon kingdoms, in Britain; and the
whole fouthern part of the ifland, except Wales and
Cornwal, had totally changed its inhabitants, lan-
guage, cufloms, and political inflitutions. The -
Britons, under' the Roman dominion, had made -

¢ Ann Beverl. p. 48,
fuch
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fuch advances towards arts and civil manners, that ¢ 11 A P.
theyhad built twenty-cipht confiderable cities within v.;,.._,
their province, befides a great number of villages
and country feats ®.  But the fierce conquerors, by
whom they weie now fubdued, threw every thing
back into ancient barbarity ; and thofe few natives,
who were not either maffacred or expelled their ha-
bitations, were reduced to the moft abje@ flavery.
None of the othcr northern conquerors, the Franks,
Goths, Vandals, or Burgundians, though they over<
ran the fouthern provinces of the empire like a
mighty torrent, made fuch devaltations in the con<
quered territories, or were inflamed into fo violent
an animofity againft the ancient inhabitants. As
the Saxons came over at intervals in feparate bo~
dies, the Britons, however, at firft unwarlike, wera
tempted to make refilfance: and hoflilities being
thereby prolonged, proved more deftrudtive to both
parties, efpecially to the vanquithed. The firfl in.
waders from Germany, inftead of excluding other
adventurers, who mult fhare with them the [poils of
the ancient inhabitants, were obliped to folicit frefh
fupplies from their own country; and a total ex.
termination of the Britons became the fole expedi.
ent for providing a fettlement and fubfiflence to the
ncw planters. Ience there have been found in
hiftory few conquelts more ruinous than that of the
Saxonsj and few revolutions more violent than
that which they introduced.

So long as the contefl was maintained with the
natives, the {feveral Saxon princes preferved a union
of counfels and interefts 3 but after the Biitons were
fhut up in the barren counties of Cornwal and
‘Wales, and gave no farther difturbance to the con-
querors, the band of alliance was in a grear mea-
fure diffolved among the princes of the Heptarchy,
“Though one prince {eems flill to have been allowed,

4 Gildas, Dede, lib. 1.
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or to have afumed an afcendant over the whole,
his authority, if it ought ever to be decmed regular
or legal, was extremely limited ; and each ftate
atted as if it had been independent, and wholly fe.
parate from the relt. Wars, therefore, and revoes
Jutions and diflenfions  were unavoidable among a
turbulent and military people ; and thefe events,
however intricate or confufed, ought now tobecome
the objefts of our attention. But, added to the
difficulty of carrying on at once the hiftory of feven
independent kingdoms, there is great difcourage-
ment to a writer, arifing from the uncertainty, at
leaft barrennefs, of the accounts tranfmitted to us.
The monks, who “were the only annalifts during
thofe ages, lived remote from publick affairs, con-
fidered the civil tranfaétions as entirely fubordinate
1o the ecclefiaftical, and, befides partaking of the
ignorance and barbarity which were then univerfal,
were ftrongly infected with credulity, with the love
of wonder, and with a propenfity to impofture;
vices almoft infeparable from their profeflion and
manner of life.  The hiftory of that period abounds
in names, but is extremely barren of events, or the
events are related fo much without circumftances
and caufes, that the moft profound- or moft elo-
quent writer muft defpair of rendering them either
inftru&tive or entertaining to the reader. Even the
great learning and vigorous imagination of Milton
funk under the weight ; and this author fcruples not
to declare, that the {kirmifhes of kites or crows as
.much merited a particular narrative, as the confufed
tranfaltions and battles of the Saxon Heprarchy®.
In order, however, to conneét the events in fome to-

- lerable meafure, we fhall give a fuccin€ account of

the fucceflion of kings, and of the more remarkable
sevolutionsin each particulay kingdom ; beginnin
with that of Kent, which was the firft eftablihed.

® Milton in Kennet; -p. 50



THE HEPTARCHY.
The Kingdom -of KENT.

ESCUS fucceeded his father Hengift, in the
kingdom of Kent; but feems not to have pof-
fefled the military genius of that conqueror, who
firft made way for the entrance of the Saxon arms
into Britain, All the Saxons, who fought either
thé fame of valour, or new eftablithments by arms,
flocked to the ftandard of Alla, king of Suffex, who
was carrying on fuccefsful war agamft the Britons,
and laying the foubdations of a new kingdom.
Efcus was content to poflefs in tranquillity the king-
dom of Kent, which heleft in 512 to his fon Ofta,
in whole time the Ealt-Sazons eftablithed their
monarchy, and difmembered the provinces of Effex
and Middlefex from that of Kent. His death,
after a reign of twenty-two years, made room for
his fon Hermenric in §34, who performed nothing
memorable during a reign of thirty-two years, ex-
cept affociating with him his fon Ethelbert in the
government, that he might fecure the fucceffion in
his family, and prevent fuch revolutions as are in.
cident to a turbulent and barbarous monarchy.
Eruereery revived the reputation of his family,
which had languifhed for fome generations. The
inactivity of his predeceffors, and the fituation of his
country, {ecured from all hoftility with the Britons,
feem to have muych enfeecbled the warlike genius of
the Kentifh Saxons ; and Ethelbert, in his firlt at-
tempt to aggrandize his country, and diftinguith his
own name, was unfucceflsful &, He was twice dif-
comfited -in battle by-Ceaulin, king of Weflex; and
obliged to yield the fuperiority in the Heptarchy to
that ambitious monarch, who preferved no mode-
ration in his viGory, and by reducing the kingdom
of Suffex to fubjettion, excited jealoufy in all the

£ Chron, Sax. p.21.
other

CHAP,
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¢ ®:A P other princes.  An alfociation was formed againft
I him; and Ethelberr, eutrulled with the commangd
kY

T

of the allics, gave him h;urlq, :m_(l obtained a de.
cifive vitory®.  CGeaulin dicd foon after; ang
Ethelbert fucceeded as well to his alcendant amon
the Saxon ftates, as to his other ambitious projects.
He reduced all the princes, except the king of
Northumberland, o a flriél dependence upon him
and even eflablithed himiclf by force on the throne
of Mercia, the moft extenfive of the Saxon king..
doms.  Apprehenfive, however, ui’_ a dangerous
league againit him, like that by which he himfelf
had been enabled to overthrow Ceaulin, he had the
prudence to refign the kingdom of Mercia toWebh,
the rightful heir, the fon of Ciida, who had firft
founded that monarchy. But governed flill by am.
bition more than by juftice, lic gave Webba poffef.
fion of the crown on fuch conditions, as rendered
him little better than a tributary prince under his
ariful benefator,

Bur the moll memorable event which diftip.
guithed the reign of this great prince, was the intro.
duction of the Chriftian religion amony the Englit
Saxons. The fuperltition of the Gurming, partis
cularly that of the Saxons, was ol the groflet and
moft barbarous kind ; and being founded on tradic,
tional tales received from their anceflors, not re
duced to any [yftem, nor fupported by political in-
ftitutions like that of the Druids, it feems to have
made little impreflion on its votaries, and to have.
eafily refigned its place to the new dorine promul

“gated to them.,  Woden, whom they deemed the

anceftor of all their princes, was regarded as the god
of war, and by a natural conlequence, became
their fupreme deity, and the clicf objeét of their re.
ligious worfhip. They belicved, that if they ob-
tamned the favour of this divinity by their valour (for_

51 Hunting. lib. 2. :
they
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they made lefs account of the other virtues), they CH A P.
thould be admitted after their death into his hall; o fmuu

and repofing on couches, fhould fatiate themfelves
with ale from the fkulls of their enemies whom
they had flain in battle. Incited by this idea of pa-
radife, which gratified at once the paflion of revenge
and that of intemperance, the ruling inclinations of
barbarianz, they delpifed the dangers of war, and
increaled their native ferocity againft the vanquithed
by their religious prejudices. We know little of
the other theological tenets of the Saxons: We
only learn that they were polytheilts; that they
worthipped the fun and moon; that they adored
the god of thunder, under the name of Thor; that
they had images in their temples ; that they prac-
tifed facrifices; believed firmly in [pells and in-
chantments ; and admitted in general a fyftem of
doétrines which they held as facred, but which, Jike
all other fuperftitions, mult carry the air of the.
wildeft extravagance, if propounded to thole who
arenot familiarized to it from their earlieft infancy.
Tuke conftant hoftilities which the Saxons main-
tained againft the Britons, would naturally indifpofe
them for receiving the Chriftian faith, when
preached to them by fuch inveterate enemies ; and
perhaps the Britons, as is objeted to them by Gil-
das and Bede, were not overfond of communicating

to their cruel invaders the dofirine of eternal lite °

and falvation. Baut as a civilized people, however
fubdued by arms, ftill maintain a fenfible fuperiority
over barbarous and ignorant nations, all the other
northern conquerors of Europe had been already
induced to embrace the Chriltian faith, which they
found eftablithed in the empire ; and it was impol-
fible but the Saxons, informed of this evenr, muit
have regarded with fome degree of veneration a doc-
, trine, which had acquired the afcendant over all
their brethren. IHowever limited in their yiews,
they could not but have perceived a degreg of cul-
. < 14 tivation
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tivation in the fouthern conntries bevond what they
themfelves poffefled 5 and it was natural for them to
yield to that fuperior knowledge, as well as zeal,
by which the inhabitants of the Chriftian king.
doms were even at that fime diftingnithed.

But thefe caufes might long have failed of pro.
ducing any confiderable effe€t, had not a favourable
incident prepared the means c.>t mtro_ducmg Chrifti.
anity into Kent. Ethelbert, in his father’s lifetime,
had murried Bertha, the only daughter of Caribert,
king of Patis", one of the defcendants of Clovis,
the conqueror of Gaul; but before he was admitted
te this alliance, he was obliged to ftipulate, thatthe
princefs thould enjoy the free exercife of her reli-

jon; a concefion not diflicult to be obtained
%rom the idolatrous Saxons®. Bertha brought over
a French bithop to the court of Canterbury ; and
being zealous for the propagation of her religion,
fhe had been very afliduous in her devotional exer.
cifes, had fupported the credit of her faith by an ir
reproachable condu, and had employed every ar
of infinuation and addrels to reconcile her hulband
to her religious principles. Tler popularity in the
court, and her influence over lithelbert, had fo.
well paved the way for the reecption of the Chrifs
tian do&trine, that Gregory, furnamed the Great,
then Roman pontiff, began to entcrtain hopes of !
effeCting a projed, which he himfelf, before he.
mounted the papal throne, had once embraced, of
converting the Britifh Saxons. -

IT happened, that this prelate, at that time in a
private ftation, had obferved in the market-place of
Rome, fome Saxon youth expofed to fale, whom the:
Roman merchants, in their trading voyages to Bri-
tain, had bought of their mercenary parents, Struck
with the beauty of their fair complexions and bloom=
ing countenances, Gregory afked to what country

:‘ Grég. of Tours, lib. 9. cap. 26. H. Hunting, lib. 2, -

Bede, lib. 1. cap. 25, Brompton, p.729.

- ' they
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they belonged 5 and being told they were Angles, ¢ 1 A »,
he replied, that they ought more properly to be T

denominated angels : It were a pity that the Prince
of Darknefs fhould enjoy fo fair a prey, and that
fo beautiful a frontifpiece fhould cover a mind
deftitute of internal grace and righteoufnefs. En.
quiring farther concerning the name of their pro.
vince, he was informed that it was Deiri, a dil-
trict of Northumberland: Deiri/ replied he, that
is good! They are called to the mercy of God from bis
anger, De ira.  But what is the name of the king of
that province? He was told it was £lls or Alla ;
Alleluia, cried he : We muft endeavour that the praifes
of God be fung in their country. Moved by thefe
allufions, which appeared to him fo happy, he de-
termined to undertake, himfelf, a miffion into Bri.
tain ; and having obtained the Pope’s approbation,
he prepared for that perilous journey : But his
popularity at home was {0 great, that the Romans,
unwilling to expofe him to fuch dangers, oppofed
his defign; and he was obliged, for the prefent, o
lay afide all farther thoughts of executing that pious
purpole*,

Taz controverly between the Papans and the
Chriftians was not entirely coaled in that age ; and
no pontiff, before -Gregory, had ever carried to
greater excefs an intemperate zeal againft the former
religion. He had waged war with all the precious
monuments of the ancients, and even with their
writings,which, asappears from the ftrain of his own
wit, as well as from the ftyle of his compofitions,
he had not talle or genius {ufficiént to comprehend.
Ambitious to diftinguith his pontificate by the con-
verfion of the Britith Saxons, he pitched on Augui-
tine, 2 Roman monk, and fent him with forty affo-
ciatés te preach the gofpel in this ifland. - Thele
miffionaries, terrified with the dangers which might

. k Bede, libs 2. cap. 1. Spell. Conc. p. g1
Vor. 1, D attend
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attend their propofing a new doflrine to fo fierce
a people, of whofe language they were ignorant,
ftopped fome tirve in France, and fent back Anguf,.
tine to Jay the hazards and difficultics before. ghisr:
Pupe, and crave his permiffion to defift from the
undertaking. But Gregory exhorted them to per.
{evere in their purpofe, advifed them to chufe fome
interpreters from among the Franks, who £l fpoke
the fame language with the Saxons': and recom-
mending them to the good offices of Queen Brune.
haut, who at this time ufurped the fovereign
power in France. This princefs, though {tained
with  every vice of treachery and cruelty, either
poflefled or pretended great zeal for the caufe ; and
Gregory acknowledged that to her friendly affift-
ance was, in a great meafure, owing the fuccefs of
that undertaking ™

Auvcustinr, on his arrival in Kent, in the year
597 " found the danger much lefs than he had ap-
prehended.  Ethelbert, already well-dilpofed to-
wards the Chriftian faith, afligned him a habitation
in the ifle of ‘T'hanet y and foon after admirted him
to a conference. Apprchenfive, however, left fpells
or enchantments wight be coployed againft him by
priefts, who brought an unkanown worfhip from a
diftant country, be had the precaution to receive
them in the open air, where. he believed the force
of their magic would be more eafily diffipated®.
Here Auguftine, by means of his interpreters, deli-
vered to him the tenets of the Chriltian faith, and
promifed him eternal joys above, and a kingdom in
heaven without end, if he would be perfuaded to
receive that falutary doétrine. ¢? Your words and
¢, promifes,”” replied Lthelbert, ¢ are fajr ; but'be-

LY

Y Bede, lih. 1.cap. 23. ™ Greg. Lpill. lib. g. epiit. 56,
Spell. Conc.. p. 2. T I-Iigden.gl’olypchron. lil?. 5.PC1urfm..
Sax. p.23.  © Bede, lib. 1. cap. 25. " H. Flunting. Iib. 3.
Bromptén. p. 729. ParkerAntiq, Bril. Ecel. p. 61, P Bede,
Lib. 1. cap, 25. Chron. W. Thorn. p. 1759.

(14 caufe‘
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¢ caufe they are new and uncertain, I cannot en~ € H 4 P.
“ tirely yield to them, and relinquith the principles oy eaw

“ which Iand my anceftors havé foelong main.
¢ tained. You are welcome, howeyel; to remain
¢ herein peace; and as you havé’vndertaken-fo
“¢ long a journey, folely, as it appeirs, for what
£ you believe to be for our advantage, I will fupply
 you with all neceffaries, and permit you to deli-
¢ ver your dodtrine to my fubje®s 3.
AvgUsTINE, ehcouraged by this favourable re-
ception, and feeing now a profped of fuccefs, pro-
ceeded with redoubled zeal to preach the gofpel to
the Kentith Saxons. He artralted their attention
by the aufterity of his manners, by the fevere pe-
nances to which he fubjected himfelf, by the abfti-
nence and felf-denial which he pracifed: And
having excited their wonder, by a courfe of life
which appeared fo contrary to nature, he procured
more eafily their belief of miracles, which, it was
pretended, he wrought for their converfion™. In-
fluenced by thefe motives, and by thc declared
favour of the court, numbers of the Kentifh men
were baptized ; and the King himlelf was perfuaded
to fubmit to that rite of Chriftianity. His example
had great influence with his fubje@s ; but he em-
ployed no force to bring them over to the new doc~
trine. Auguftine thought proper, in the commence-
ment of his miffion, to affume the appearance of the
greateft lenity : He told Ethelbert, that the fervice
of Chrift mutt be entirely voluntary, and that no
violence .ought ever to be ufed in propagating fo
falutary a dotrine®, _
'THE intelligence received of thefe fpiritual con-
quefts afforded great joy to the Romans ; who now
exulted as much in thofe peaceful trophies, as their
anceftors had ever done in their moft fanguinary
triumphs, and moft fplendid victories. Gr‘cgory

% Bede, lib. 1, cap.25. H, Hunting. lib. 3. Brompton,
ﬁ 729 * Bede, lib. 1, cap. 26. a Ibid. eap. 26.
» Hunting, lib. 3,
: N wrote
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€ H_aP. wrote a letter to Ethelbert, in which, after informing
,___;__ » him thdt the end of the world was approaching,

he exhartedghim to difplayhis zeal in the converfion
of his fubjecls, to exert rigour againfl the worfhip
of idols, and to build up the good work of hnlinels,
by every expedient of exhortaiion, terror, blundith-
ment or correflion': A do{lrine more fuirable to
that age, and ta the ufual papal maxims, than the
tolerating principles which Augufting had thought
it prudent to inculcate. The pomifl alfo anfwered
fome queftions, which the mifltonary had put con. .
cerning the government of the new church of Kent.
Befides other queries, which it is not material here
to relate, Angultine atked, Whether coufin-germans
might be allowed to marry ? Gregory aniwered, that
that liberty had indeed been formerly granted by the
Roman taw; but that experience had thewn, that no
iflue could ever come from fuch marriages ; and he
thercfore prohibited them. Augulline atked, Whe.
ther a woman pregnant might be baplifed 7 Gregory
anfwered, that he faw no objetion.  How foon afier
the birth the child might reccive baptifin? 1t was an-
fwered, Immediately, if neceffary. "Hpw  Joon & buf
band might have commerce with bis wife after ber
delivery? Not till fhe had given fuck to her child
a pralice to which Gregory exhorts all women,
How foon & man might entcr the church, or receive
the facrament, afler baving bad commerce awith his
wife ? It was replied, that, unlefs he had approach-
ed her without defire, merely for the fake of propa-
gating his fpecies, he was not without fin: But in
all cafes it was requifite for him, before he entered
the church or communicated, to purge himfelf by
prayer and ablution ; and he ought-not, even after.
ufing thele precautions, to participate immediasely
of the facred duties*. Thereare fome other quel.
tions and replies fiill more indecent and more tidi.
¢Bede, Ib. 1. cap. 32.  Bromptor, ». 2. .Cone. p.
86. . “Belile, }‘i.'b‘.g. Zap.z*;. 'S;?eil. leonz:ip 9%?891%', 99:&?:.
N S culous,:
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tolous™. And, on the whole, it appears that Gre- ¢ H A ».
gory and his miffionary, if fympathy of manners __*
have any influence, were better calculated, than
men of more refined underftandings, for making 2
progrefs with the ignorant and barbarous Saxons.
TrE more to facilitate the reception of Chrifti-
anity, Gregory enjoined Auguftine to remove the
idols from the Heathen altars, but not to deftroy the
altars themfelves ; becaufe the people, he faid, would
be allured to frequent the Chriftian worfhip when
they found it celebrated in a place which they were
accuftomed to revere, And as the Pagans prac-
tifed facrifices, and feafted with the priefts on their
offetings, he alfo exhorted the miffionary to per{uade
them, on Chriftian feftivals, vo kill their cattle in the
neighbourhood of the church, and to indulge them-
felves in thofe cheerful entertainments to which they
had been habituated *. Thele political compliattces
thew, that notwith{tanding his ignorance and pre-
judices, he was not unacquainted with the arts of
governing mankind.  Auguftine was confecrated
archbifhop of Canterbury, was endowed by Gregory
with authority over all the Britih churches, and re-
ceived the pall, a badge of ecclefiaftical honour, from
Rome’, Gregory alfo advifed him not to be too
much elated with his gift of working miracles“; and
as Auguftine, proud with the fuccels of his miffion,
feemed to think himfelf entitled to extend his autho-
rity. over the bithops of Gaul, the Pope informed

v Auguftine afks, 8i mulier menflrua confuctudine teneturs an ecs
clefiam intrare ei licety, aut fucre communionis facramenta percipere ?
Gregory anfwers, Soatz communionis myflerium in eifdem dicbus
percipere nan debet prokiberi.  Si autem ex vaneratione magna Ayerci-
Jere non prafumitury landanda ¢fl.  Augultine atks, 8i poft illufio-
nem, - que per fomaum folet accidere, vel corpus Domini quisibet acci=
pere vdleat ; wel, fi facerdos fit, facra myflevia celebrare ? Gregory
anfwers this learned queftion by many learned diftinétions,

* Bede, lib. 1. cap. 30. Spell. Cone. p.8y. Greg. Epift,
1ib. g. epift. 71. ¥ Chron Sax.p.23,23. 2 H.Hm%‘?m_ . lib.
3. Spell, Conc. p, 83, Bede,lib.1. Greg Epift. lib, 9, epilt.6o.
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c u a p. him, that they lay entirely without the bounds of

his jurifdiétion *. .

THE marriage of Fthelbert with Bertha, and
much more his embracing Chriftianity, begat a con.
nexion of his fubjeéts with the French, Italians, and
other nations on the continent, and tended to re-
claim them from their grofs ignorance and barba-
rity in' which all the Saxon tribes had been hitherto
involved *, Ethelbert allo enacted °, with the con-
fent of the ftates of his kingdom, a body of laws,
the firft written laws promulgated by any of the
northern conquerors ; and his reign was in every
refpe& glorious to himfelf and beneficial to his
people, He governed the kingdom of Kent fifty
years ; and dying in 616, left the fucceffion to his
fon, Eadbald, This prince, feduced by a paflion
for his morher-in-law, deferted for fome time the
Chriftian faith, which permitted not thefe inceftu.
ous marriages : His whole people immediatcly re.
turned with him to idolatry. Laurentivs, the fuc-
ceffor of Auguftine, found the Chriltian worlhip
wholly abandoned, aud was prepared to return to
France, in order to efcape the mortification of
preaching the golpel without fruit to the infidels.
Mellitus and Juftus, who had been confecrated bi-
thops of London and Rochefier, had already de-
parted the kingdom ¢ ; when Laurentius, before he

. thould entirely abandon his dignity, made one efs

fort to reclaim the King, He appeared before that
prince ; and throwing off his vellments, thowed his
body all torn with bruiles and f{tripes, which he had
received. Mudbald, wondering that any man fhould
have dared to treat in that manner a petfon of his
rank, was told by Lautentius, that he had received
this_chaftifement from St. Petet, the prince of the
apoftles, who had appeared to him in a vifion, .and
iéverel! reproving him for his intention to defert his

2 Bede, Jib. 1. cap. 27.  ®Will. Malm, p. 10. © Wil
king Leges Sux p.13. & Bede, kb, 2. cap. 5.
o charge,
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charge, had inflited on him thefe vifible marks’of ¢ 1 a1
his difpleafure ©.  Whether Eadbuld was firuck with __ 0
the miracle, or n\ﬂumced by fome other motive,

he divorced himfelf from his mother-in- Luv, and
veturned to the profeflion of Chiiftianity': His

whole people returned with him. Eadbald reached

not the fame or authority of his father, and died in

640, alter a reigh of twenty-five years; leaving two

fons, Erminfrid and Ercombert,

ErcoMBLRT, though the younger fon, by Ein.
ma, a French prmcef&, found means to mounl the
throne. ' He is celebrated by Bede for two exploits,
for eltablithing th= falt of Lent in bis kingdom,
and for utterly extirpating idolatry ; which, not- .
withftanding the prevalence of Chriftianity, had hi-
therto been tolerated by the two preceding mo-
narchs. He reigned twenty-four yearsy and left
the crown ‘to fogbert his fon, whe reighed nine
years. This prince is renowned for his encourage-
ment of learning ; but infamous for purting to
death his two coufin-germans, fons of Lrmiairid,
his uncle, The ecclehattical writers praile him for
his beftowing on his fifler, Domnona, fome lands in
the ifle of 'L hanet, where the tounded a monaltery.

“Tae bloody precaution of kgoert could not fix
the crown on the head of his fon Edriv.  Lothuire,
brother of the deccated prince, touk pofleflion
of the kingdom j and, in order to fecure the power
in his family, he aflociated with him Richard,
his fon, in the adminiltration ot the government.
Ediic, the dupofletled prince, had recourle to Edil-
wach, king of Suflex, tor afliltance ; *and being fup-
ported by that prince, louginta battle with his usicle,
who wus deteated aud flain.  Richard tled into Ger-
many, and afteiwards died in Lucca, a city of Tuf
cany, - William of Mahnuibury aleribes Lothaire’s
bad fortuae to two crimes, his concurcrence m the
wurder of his coulns,and his contempt for reliquess,

® Bede, cap. 6. Chivon S22 p. 26 Higden, lib. 5.

i qum;,tun, 739, ¢ w’nl Maln, p,o11,

Y T areryow
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cH AP LoTuAIRE reigned eleven-years ; Edric his fuc.
teoms Ceflor, only two. Upon the death of the latter,
which happened in 686, Widred, his brother, ob-
tained pofleffion of the crown. But as the fuccel-
fion had been of late fo much disjointed by revolu-
tions and ufurparions, fation began to prevail
among the nobility ; which invited Cedwalla, king
of Weflex, with his brother Mollo, to attack the
kingdom. Thefe invaders committed great de-
vaftations in Kent; but the death of Mollo, who
was flain in a fkirmifh®, gave a fhort breathing.
time to that kingdom. Widred reftored the affairs
of Kent; and, after a reign of thirty-two years’,
left the crown to his pofterity. Eadbert, Ethelbert,
and Alric, his defcendants, fucceflively mounted the
throne, After the death of the lalt, which hap,
pened in §o4, the royal family of Kent was extin-
guithed ; and every fa&tious leader who could en.
tertain hopes of alcending the throne, threw the
ftate into confufion. * Egbert who firlt fucceeded,
reigned but two years; Cuthred, brother to the
king of Mercia, fix years; Baldred, an illegitimate
branch of the royal family, eighteen: And after a
, troublefome and precarious reign, he was, in the
year 723, expelled by Egbert, king of Weflex, who
diffolved the Saxon Heptarchy, and united the feve-
ral kingdoms under his dominion.

The Kingdom of NORTHUMBERLAND,

A DELFRID, king of Bernicia,” having martied

Acca, the daughter of Zlla, king of Deiri,
and expelled her infant brother, Edwin, had united
all the counties north of Humber into one mo-
narchy, and acquired a great afcendant in the Hep.
tarchy.. He alfo fpread the terror of the Saxon
arms to-the neighbouring people; and by his vic-

h Higden, lib.z: . 1Clron, Sax, p. 52,
k W%l. Malmel, lib; 5. cop. 1. p. u.P ’
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tories over the Scots and Pifts, as well as Welfh,
extended on all fides the bLounds of his dominious,
Having laid ficge to Chefter, the Britons marched
out with all their forces to engage him; and they
were attended by a body of 1250 monks from the
monaftery of Bangor, who ftood at a fmall diftance
from the field of battle, in order to encourage the
combatants by their prefence and exhortations.
Adelfrid enquiring the purpofe of this unufual ap-
pearance, was told, that thefe priefts “had come to
pray againft him : Then arc they as much our enemies,
faid he, as thefe who intend 1o fight againff us’ : And
he immediately fent a detachment, who fell upon
them, and did fuch execution, that only fifty efcaped
with their lives™ The Britons aftonifhed at this
event, received a total defeat : Chefter was obliged
to furrender : And Adelfrid, purfuing his; viGory,
made himfelf malter of Bangor, and entirely de-
molithed the monaftery 5 a building {o extenfive,
that there was a mile’s diflance from one gate of it
to another, and it contained two thoufand one hun-
dred monks, who are faid to have been there main-
tained by their own labour".
NotwitustTanpiNeAdelfrid’s fuccefs in war, he
lived in inquietude on account of young Edwin,
whom he had unjuftly difpoflefled of the crown of
Deirl. This prince, now grown to man’s eftate,
wandered from place to place in continual danger
from the attempts of Adelfrid ; and received at-laft
proteftion in the Court of Redwald, king of the
Eaft-Angles ; where his engaging and gallant de-
portment procured him general efteem andaffeétion.
Redwald, however, was flrongly folicited by the
king of Northumberland to kill or deliver up his
guelt ¢ Rich prefents were promifed him if he would
comply ; and war denounced againft him in cale of
his refufal. After rejecting feveral meflages of this
) hJ

! Brox';apton, p-479+ ™ 'Tiivet, apud Spell. Cone. p. 117,
% Bede, lib. 2. cap. 2. W, Malmef. lib. 1. cap. 3.

kind,
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& # a P. kind, his generofity hegan to yichl to the motives of

A

intereft ; and be retained the laft amballador, till he
fhould come to, a refolution in a eafe of fuch im.

oitance. Idwin, informed of his hicnd’s per-
plexity, was yel determined at all hazirds to remain
in Ealt-Anglia; and thought, that il the proteétion
of that cousr failed him, it were better to die, than
profong 4 life o much cxpoled o r!zn.pa=n'b<:ufinns
of his powerful rival. This contidence i ¥ edwald’s
honour and ‘friendihip, with his ather ~cdotueplithe
ments, engaged the gueen on bis fide; snd fhe
effclually retrefented © hor huibund the fnfany of
dulivering up to cortain delirudiion thetv vorad gueft,
who had fled to them for proccélize againit s cruel
and jealous enemies . Radwald, embracing more’
generous refolutions, thonghi it fafeft o prevent
Adetfrid, before thut prince was aware of his inten-
tion, and ro artack him while he was yet unprepared
for defence.  He marclid fuddenly with an army
into the kingdum of Northumberland, and fought
a battle with Adelrid ; in which thar Monarch was
defeated and killed, alter avenging himfelf by the
death of Regner, fon of Redwald 'z 1lis own fons,
Eanfrid, Ofwald, and Qlwy, yet infants, were car.

" ried into Scotland ; and Edwin obtained poffeflion

of the crown of Northumberland.

Epwin was the greateil prince of the Heptarchy
in that age, and diftinguithed himfell both by his’
influence over the other kingdoms9, and by the
fri€ execution of juftice in his own dominions.
He reclaimed his fubjeéls from the licentious life to
which they had been accuftomed ; and it was a
common faying, that during his rcign a woman or
child might openly carry every where-a purle of
gold, without any danger of violence or robbery.
There is a remaskable inttance, tranfmitted to wus,

© W, Maln f. lib. 1, cap. 3. H. Hunting. lib. 3. Liécde.
® Bede, lib. 2. cap. 12, Brompton, p. 781, i
% Chron, Sax, p. 27, ,

‘
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of the affeCtion borne him by his lervants, Cuich. ¢ B A P.
elme, king of Weflex, was his enemy ; but finding L ;

himfelf unable to maintain open war againfi fo gal-
lant and powerful a prince, he determined to ufe
treachery againft him, and he employed one Eumer
for that criminal purpofe  The aflaflin having ob-
tained admittance, by pretending to deliver a mef-
fage from Cuichelme, drew his dagger, and ruthed
upon the king. Lilla, an officer of his army,
feeing his mafter’s danger, and having no other
means of defence, interpofed with his own body
between the king and Eumer’s dagger, which was
pufhed with fuch viclence, that, after piercing Lilla,
it even wounded Edwin: but before the affuffin
‘could repew his blow, he was difpatched by the
king’s attendants. '

Tue Ealt-Angles conlpired againft Redwald,
their king; and having put him to death, they
offered their crown to Edwin, of whofe valour and
capacity they had had experience, while he refided
among them. But Edwin, from a fenfe of grati
tude towards his benefattor, obliged them to fubmit
to Earpwold, the fon of Redwald 5 and that prince
preferved his authority, though on a precarious
footing, under the prote@ion of the Northumbrian
monaich . ‘

Epwin, after his acceflion to.the crown, martied

- Ethelbur,a, the daughter of Ethglbert, King of

Kent. This princels, emulating the glory of her
mother Bertha, who had been the inftrument .for
cunverting her hufbund and his people to Chriftia-
nity, carried Paullinus, a learned bifhop, along with
her®; and befides ftipulating a toleration for the
exercile of her own religion, which was readily

rauted her, fhe ufed every reafon to perfuade the
img to embrace it. Edwin, like a prudent prince,
helitated on the propofal; but promiled to examine

¢ Gul. Malmef. lib.1, cap.3. ¢ IL Hunting lib. 3. !

8 the
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the foundations of that doétrine ; and declared, that
if he found them fautistattory, he was willing to be
converted &, Accordingly he held feveral confer.
ences with Paullinus 5 canvaffed the arguments pro.
pounded with the wilelt of his counfellors 5 retired
frequently from company, in order to revolve alone
that important queflion; and, after a {erions ang
long enquiry, declared in favour Qf the Chl:iﬂian
religion " : The people foon after imitated his ex-
ample. Befides the authority and influence of the
king, they were moved by another liriking ex.
ample. Coifi, the high prieft, being converted after
a public conference with Paullinus, led the way in

defiroying the images, which he had fo long wor.

fhipped, and was forward in making this atonement
for his paft idolatry™.

Tris able prince pefithed with his fon, Osfrid,
in a great battle which he fought againit Pends,
king of Mercia, and Caedwalla, king of the Britons®,
‘That event, which happened in the forty-eighth
year of Edwin’s age and feventeenih of his reign?,
divided the monarchy of Northumberland, which
that prince had united in his perfon.  Xanlrid, the
fon of Adelfrid, returncd with his brothers, Ofwald
and Olwy, from Scotland, and took poflefion of
Bernicia, his paternal kingdom: Olvic, Ydwin’s
coufin-german, eltablithed himfell in Defiri, the in-
heritance of his family ; but to which the fons of

Idwin had a preferable title. Eanfrid, the eldef |

furviving fon, fled to Penda, by whom he was trea.
cheroufly flain. The younger fon, Vulefrasa, with
Yfh, the grandfon of Edwin, by Osfrid, fought
prote@ion in Kent, and not finding themfelves in
{afety there, retived into France to king Dagabert,
where they died =

tBede, lib. 2. cap. 9. * Bede, lib. 2. cap. g, Malmef. lib.1.
eap. 3. ¥ Buede, b, 2. 2ap. 13,  Brompton, Fligden, lib. 5¢
* Mith. Welt.p 11y Chron, Sax. p.29. ¥ W, Malmel,
lib. 1. cap. 3. ? Bede, lib. 2. cap. 20,

. Osric,
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Osric, king of Deiri, and Eanfrid of Bernicia, ¢ # A P.
teturned to paganifin 3 and the whole people feem 1,

to have returned with them j fince Paulinus, who
was the firft archbifhop of York, and who had con.
verted them, thought proper to retire with Ethel-
burga, the Queen Dowager, into Kent. Both thele
Northumbrian kings perithed foon after, thefirlt in
battle againft Ceedwalla, the Briton ; the fecond, by
the treachery of that prince. Olwald, the brother
of Eanfrid of the race of Bernicia, united again
the kingdom of Northumberland in the year 634,
and reftored the Chriftian religion in his dominions.
He gained a bloody and well-difputed battle againft
Cxdwalla 5 the lalt vigorous effort which the Bri~
tons made againft the Saxons. Ofwald is much
celebrated for his fandtity, and charity by the
Monkifh hiftoriahs ; and they pretend, that his re-
liques wrought miracles, particularly the curing of
a fick horfe, which had approached the place of his
mterment .

Hz died in battle againft Penda, king of Mercia,
and was fucceeded by his brother Ofwy ; who efta.
blithed himfelf in the government of the whole
Northumbrian kingdom, by putting to death Ofwin,
the fon of Olric, the lalt king of the race of Deiri,
His fon Egirid fucceeded him; who perithed in
battle againit the Piéts, without leaving any chil.
dren, becaufe Adelthrid, his wife, refufed to violate
her vow of chaftity. Alfred, his natural brother,
acquired pofleffion of the kingdom, which he go-
verned for nineteen years ; and he left it to Olred,
his fon, aboy of eight years of age. This prince,
after a reign of eleven years, was murdered by
Kenred his kinfman, who, after enjoying the crown
only a year, perifhed by a like fate. Ofric, and
after him Celwulph the fon of Kenred, next mounted
the throne, which the latter relinquithed in the year

& Bede, lib. 3. cap. g

738,
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CHAPD 418, in favour of Eadhert his_ coufin-perman, who,
Y, fimitating his predeceflor, abdicated the crown, and

retired into a monaftery. O[‘Wﬂ'”‘, fn.n of Ladbert,
was {hinin a ledition, a year after his agceﬁion to
the crown ; and Molla, who was ot of the royal
family, feized the crown. He perithed by the_trca-
chery of \ilred, a prince of the blond 5 and Ailred;
having fucceeded in his defign upon thei throne, wag
foon after cxpelled by his fubjefts. Ethelved, his
fucceffor, the fon of Mollo, underwent a like fate,
Celwold, the next kiug, the brother of _Azlred, was
depofed and flain by the people, and his place was
filled by Ofred, his nephew, who, after a fhort
reign of a year, made way for Ethelbert, another.
fon of Mollo, whole death was equally tragical with
that of almofl all his predccellors. After Ethelbert’s
death an univerfal anatchy prevailed in Northum.
berland ; and the people having, by fo many fata]l -
revolutions,. lotl all attachment to their government
and princes, were well prepared for fubjedion to a
foreign yoke 3 which Egbert, king of Weflex, finally
impofed upon them. -

The Kingdom of EAST-ANGLTA.
T HE hiftory of this kingdom containi nothing

memorable, except the converfion of Karp-
wold, the fourth king, and great-grandfon of Utta,
the founder of the monarchy, The authority of
Edwin, king of Northumbeiland, on whom that
prince entirely depended, engaged him to take this
ftep : But foon after, his wife, who was an idola-
trefs, brought him back to her religion; and he
was found unable to refift thofe allurements which
had feduced the wifeft of mankind. . Aflter his-
death, which was violent, like that of moft of the
Sazon princes that did not early retire into mo-

_ nafterles, Sigebert," his fucceffor, and half.brother,

who had been. educated in France, reftored Chrif
: tlanity,
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tianity, an't introduced learning among the & ft- ¢ u a ».
I

Angles.  Some pretend that he founded the uni-
verfity of Cz mbridee, or rather fome fchools in that
“place. It is almefl impoflible, and quire needlef,,
to be mote pariiculyr in relutirgy tha tranfftions of
the «mu-r‘mr‘ s, What ‘z‘x(:‘.ni‘;;on 07T CHfCTiaina
nient can it give fhe roo d...a- to hear n Jong bead-
roll of tushdrons names, kyric, fnaas, L-Che.oelt,
Ethelwald, Ataulf, X n.ml-i Boorne, Lthelred,

Ethelber:, who chw#nruy imu'dered,' e}:pclled,
ot inherited fiom each other, and oblcurely filled
the throne of that kingdom ! I'thelbert, the laft of
thefe prinres, was treachercully murdered by Offa,
king of Mercia, in the year 792, and his {tate was
thenceforth’ united with that of Offs, as we fhall
relate prefently.

The Kingdom of MERCTA.

ERCIA, the lare eﬂ.. if not the molt power-

ful, kmrrdom of the Heptarchy, compre-
hended '\ll the mlcldle countics of Kogland ; and as
its frontiers extended to thofe of all the other fix
kingdoms, as well as to Wales, it received its name
from that circumftance. Wibba, the fon of Crida,
founder of the monarchy, being placed on the
throne by Ethelbert, king of Kent, governed his
paternal dominions by a precarious authority ; and
after his death, Ceorl, his kinlman, was, by the
influence of the Kentith monarch, preflerred to his
fon Penda, whofe turbulent charadler appeared dan-
gerous to that prince.  Penda was thus fifty years
of age before he mounted the throne; and his te-
merity and reftlefs dlfpoﬂuun were tound nowife
abated by time, experience, or refie@tion  He en-
gaged in cont nual hoftilities againft all the neigh-
bourg ftate ; and, by his injuthice and violence,
rendered himclt equally odious to his own {ubjeéts
and to ftrangurs. Sx(rebext, Egne, and Annas,
three

\.-.—n\—d
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¢ H AP three kings of Faft-Anglia, perithed fucceffively iy

W

the two greate(t princes that had reigned over Nor.

battle again(t him ; as did alfo Fdwin and Ofwald,

thumberland. At faft, ()l'\l-_’y, _brntlwr o Ofwald, °
having defeated and flain him in o decifive battle,

freed the world frou this fanguinary tyrant. Peada,
his fon, mounted the throne of Mercia in 655, and
lived under the proteftion ol Ofwy, wholc daughter
he had efpouted. This princels was educated in
the Chriftian faith, and {he employed her influence
with faccefs, in converting her hufband and his fub.
je€ts to that religion. Thus the fair-fex have had
the merit of introducing the Chriftian doétrine into
all the moft confiderable kingdoms of the Saxon

\I—Ieptarchy. Peada died a violent death® Hi ¢

fon, Wolthere, fucceeded to the government; and, ‘

alter having reduced to dependence the kingdoms
of Effex and Faft-Anglia, he let the crown to his
brother Fihelred, who, though a lover of peace,

fhowed himfelf not unfir for wmilitary enterprizes, .

Befides making a fucccfilul expedition into Kent,
he repulled Egtrid, king of Northumberlamd, who
had invaded his dominions ; and he flew in battle
Elfwin, the brother of that prinee.  Defivous, how.
ever, of compofing all animelitics with Fgfrid, he

paid him a fuin of moncy as n compenfation for the’

lofs of his brother. Alter a profperous reign of
thirty years, he refigned the crown to Kendred, fon
of Wolfhere, and retived into the monaftery of
Bardney®. Kendred returned the prefent of the
Crown to Ceolred, the fon of Ethelred: and makin
a pilgrimage to Rome, pafied his life there in pe
nance and devotion. "The place of Ceolred was fup.
plied by Ethelbald, great-grand-nephew to Pends,
by Alwy, his brother; and this prince, being fain

® Hugo Candidus, p. 4. fays, that he was treacheroufly mur-
dered Jby his queen, by whole perfuafion he had embraced
Cliriltianity; buc this account of the matter is found in that
hiltoxian alone. ¢ Bede, lib. 5.

§);
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in 2 mutiny, was fucceeded by Offi, who was a C H A P.
degree more remote from Penda, by Fawa, ano- - ,
ther brother, '

Trrs prince, who mounted the throne in 7557,
had fome great qualities, and was fuccefsful in his
warlike enterprifes againft Lothaire, king of Kent,
and Kenwulph, king of Weffex, He defeated the
former in a bloody battle at Otford upon the Da-
rent, and reduced his kingdom to a ftate of de-
pendence : He gained a viftory over the latter at
Benfington in Oxfordfhire ; and conquering that
county, together with that of Gloucefter; annexed -
both to his dominions. But all thefe fuccefles were
ftained by his treacherous murder of Ethelbert, king
of the Faft-Angles, and his violent {eizing of that
kingdom. This young prince, whois faid to'have
poflefled great merit, had paid his addrefles to Ll-
frida, the daughter of Offa, and was invited with all
his retinue to Hereford, in ofder to {olemnize the
nuptials: Amidft the joy dnd feftivity of thefe en-
tertainments, he was feized by Offa, and fecretly
beheaded : And though Elfrida, who abhorred her
father’s treachery, had time to give warning to the
Eaft-Anglian nobility, who efcaped into their own
‘country, Offa, having extinguifhed the royal fa~
mily, fucceeded in his defign of fubduing that
kingdom®, The perfidious prince, -defirous of re~
eftablifhing his charaéter in the world, and perhaps
of appeafing the remotfes of his own conlcience,
‘paid great court to theclergy, and praétifed all the
monkifh devotion fo ‘much etteemed in that igno-
rant and fuperltitious age. He gave the tenth of
his goods to the church *; beftowed rich donations
on the cathedral of Hereford, and even made a
pilgrimage to Rome, where: his great' power and
riches could not fail of procuring him the papal ab-
folution. The better to ingratiate himfelf with the
" 4 Chron. Sax. p. 59. '@ Browmpton, pi 759, 75% 752,

¥ Spel. Conce. p. 308, Erompton, p.776. - - '

Vor. I E fovereign
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C H A P. foveteign pontiff, he engaged to pay hirm a yearly

donation for the fupport of an Englifh college at
Rome®, and in order to raife the {um, _he impofed
the tax of a penny on each houfe poflefled of thirty

pence a year. This impofition, being afterwards

levied on all England, was commonly denominated
Peter’s Pence®™; and though conferred at firft ag
a gift, was afterwards claimed as a fribute by the
Roman pontiff.  Carrying his hypocrify ftill far.
ther, Offa, feigning to he diretted by a vifion from
‘heaven, difcovered at Verulamthe reliques of St.
Alban, the martyr, and endowed a magnificent me.
naftery in that place ’. Moved by all thefe a&ls of
piety, Malmefbury, one of the belt of the old Eng-

Tith hiftorians, declares himfelf at a lofs to deter.

mine* whether the merits or crimes of this prince

preponderated.  Offa died, after a reign of thirty.

nine yeats, in 794 %

THis prince was become fo confiderable in the
Heptarchy, that the emperor Charlemagne encered
into an alliance and friendfhip with him; a circum.
ftance which did honour to Offa; as diltant princes
at that time had ufually little communication with

ceach other. 'That emperor being a great lover of

learning and learned men, in.anage very barren of
that ornament, Offa, at his defive, fent him over
Alcuin, a clergyman much celebrated for his know-
ledge, who received great horours from Charle-

.magne, and even ‘became his preceptor in the

fciences, The chief reafon why he had at firlt de-
fired the company of ‘Alcuin, was, that he might
oppole his learning to the herefy of Felix, bifhop
of Urgil in Catalonia; who maintained that Jefus
Chyrift, confidered in his human nature, could, more
properly, bg denominated the adoptive, than the

_natural, fon of God™, his herefy was condemned

" "8 8pel. Cane. p
cgulph-p. 5. W

{Zo.ﬁ‘o. gizi' - ¥ Higden,lib. 5. tIn-
Pe Maimef, lib. ¢. cap. 4. . ®-Lib. 1. cap. 4.
YChron. 8ax. p.65. * ®Duypin, cent, , chap. 4.
Ce o in
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in the council of Francfort, held in 794, and con- ¢ H A .
fitting of 3co bithops. Such were the queftions __,_f,.__,
which were agitated in that age, and which em-
ployed the attention not only of cloiftered fcholats,
but of the wifeft and greateft princes ®.

LerriTH fucceeded to his father Offa, but fur.
vived him only five months®; when he made way
for Kenulph, a defcendant of the royal family,
This prince waged war againlt Kent; and taking
Egbert the king prifoner, he cut off his hands,
and put out his eyes; leaving Cuthred, his own
brother, in pofleflion of the crown of that kingdony,
Kenulph was killed in an infurre&ion of the Eaft-
Anglians, whofe crown his predeceflor, Offa, had
ufurped. He left his fon, Kenelm, a minor; who
was murdered the fame year by his fifter, Quend-
rade, who had entertained the ambitious views of
affuming the government®. But the was fupplanted
by her uncle, Ceolulf; who, two years after, was
.dethroned by Beornulf, The reign of this ufurper,
.who was not of the royal family, was fhort and un-
fortunate: He was defeated by the Weft-Saxons,
and killed by his own fubjefts, the Eaflt-Anglese.
Ludican, his fucceflor, underwent the fame fate * ;

* 'and Wiglaff, who mounted this unftable throne,
and found every thing in the utmoft confulion, could
‘not withftand the fortune of Egbert, who united all
the Saxon’ kingdoms into one great monarchy.

' The Kingdom of ESSEX.

THIS kingdom made no.great figure in the
' - Heptarchy ; and the hiftory of it is very im-
-perfelt.  Sleda fucceeded to his father, Erkinwin,
-the founder of the monarchy ; and-made way for his

. ™ Offa, in order to proteét his country from Wales, drew 2
rampart or ditch of a hundred miles in'length, from Bafing-
werke in Flintfhire, to the {outh {ea near Briftol, _Sge Speed’s
"Deferiptionof Wales, = °Ingulph,p. 6, ° P Ingulfh.p. 7.

* Brompton, p. 776. % Ingulph. p, 7. * Atur. Beverl, p. 87.

Eq fon,
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¢ 1 A ». fon, Sebert, who, being nephew to Ethelbert, king

ll
Coitn pringmd

of Kent, was perfuaded by that prince to embrace
the Chriftian faith®, His fons and conjunét fuc.
ceffors, Sexted and Seward, relapfed into idolatry,
and were {oon after flain in a battle againll the
Weft-Saxons. To fhew the rude manner of living
in that age, Bede tells ust, that thefe two kings ex-
prefled great defire to eat the white bread, diftri.
buted by Mellitus, the bifhop, at the communion®.
But on his refufing them, unlefs they would fubmit
to be baptized, they expelled him their domiions,
The names of the other princes who reigned fuc-
ceflively in Effex, are Sigebert the little, Sigebert
the good, who reftored Chriffianity, Swithelm, Sig-
heri, Offa. This laft prince having made a vow
of chaltity, notwithftanding his marriage with Ke-
nefwitha, a Mercian princefs, danghter to Penda,
went in pilgrimage to Rome, and fhut himfelf up
during the relt of his life in a cloifter. - Selred, his
fucceflor, reigned thirty-eight years ; and was the
laft of the royalline: "The failure of which threw
the kingdom into great confulion, and reduced it to
dependence under Mercia ¥. Switherd firft acquired
the crown, by the conceflion of the Mercian princes ;
and his death made way for Sigeric, who ended his
life in a pilgrimage to Rome.  UHis fucceflor, Siv
getred, unable to defend his kingdom, fubmitted to
the victorious arms of Egbert.

The Kingdom of SUSSEX.

THE hiftory of tlis kingdom, the fmalleft in
the Heptarchy, is ftill more imperfe& than
that of Effex. Ailla, the foundetof the monarchy,
left the ctown to his fon, Ciffa, who is chiefly res -
matkable for his long reign of feventy-fix years,

_* Clron, qu. P-24.  t Lib, 2. cap 5.' wH . Hunting,
lib. 3., Brompron, p.7138, 743. Beds, ¥ Malmel.

Yib, 1. cap, 6. .
During



THE HEPTARCIHY.

53

Daring his time, the South-Saxons fell almoft into ¢ u A P,
a total dependence on the kingdom of Weffex ; and __" __,

we fcarcely know the names of the princes who
were poffefled of this titular fovereignty. Adel-
walch, the laft of them, was fubdued in battle by
Ceadwalla, king of Weflex, and was flain in the
adtion ; leaving two infant fons, who, falling into the
hand of the conqueror, were murdered by him.
The abbot of Retford oppofed the order for this
execution ; but could vnly prevail on Ceadwalla to
fufpend it till they fhould be baptized. Beréthun
and Audhun, two noblemen of charafter, refifted
fome time the violence of the Weft-Saxons ; but
their oppofition ferved only to prolong the mi-
feries of their country ; and the fubduing of this
kingdom was the firft ftep which the Weft-Saxons
made towards acquiring the fole monarchy of Eng-
land =, '

The Kingdom of WESSEX.

THE kingdom of Weflex, which finally fwal-

lowed up all the other 8axon ftates, met with
great refiftance an its firlt cltablihment: And the
Britons, who were now enured to arms, yielded not
tamely their pofleflions to thofe invaders. Cerdic,
the founder of the monarchy, and his fon; Kenric,
fought many fuccefsful and fome unfuccefsful bat-
tles againft the natives; and the martial fpirit,
common to all the Saxons, was, by means of thele
hoftilities, carried to the greateft height among this
tribe. Ceaulin, who was the fon and fucceflor of
Kenric, and who began his reign in 560, was ftill
more ambitions and enterprifiug than his prede-
ceflors ; and, by waging continual war againft the
Britons, he added a great part of the counties of
Devon and Somerlet to his other dominions, Cat-

¥ Brompton, p 800,

Ej ‘ ticd
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¢ H A P. ried along by the tide of fuccefs, be invaded the
", other Saxon ftates in his neighbourhood, and be.

coming terrible to all, he provoked a general con-
federacy againft him. This alliance proved fuc.
cefsful under the condu& of Ethelbert, king of
Kent; and Ceaulin, who had loft the affeftions of
his own fubjeds by his violent difpofition, and had
1now fallen into contempt from his misfortunes, was
expelled the throne?, and died in exile and mifery.
Cuichelme and Cuthwin, his fons, governed jointly
the kingdom, till the expulfion of the latter in 591,
and the death of the former in 593, made way for
Cealric, to whoni fucceeded Ceobald in 593, by .
whole death, which happened in 611, Kynegils in<
herited the crown. This prince embraced Chril-
tianity *, through the perfuafion of Ofwald, king of
Northumberland, who had married his daughrer, and-
who had attained a great alcendant in the Heptarchy.
Kenwalch next fucceeded to the monarchy, and
dyingin 672, left the fucceflion fo much difputed,
that Sexburga, his widow, a woman of fpirit *, kept

_ pofleflion of the government till her death, which

happened two years after. Efcwin then peaceably
acquired the crown ; and, after a fhort reign of two
years, made way for Kentwin, who governcd nine
years, (Ceodwalla, his fucceffor, mounted not the
throne without oppofition ; but proved agreat prince,
according to the ideas of thofe times; that is, he
was enterprifing, warlike, and fuccefsful. e en-
tirely fubdued the kingdom of Suflex, and am
nexed it to his own donunions. Hé made inroads
into Kent; but met with refiltance from Widred, the

‘king, who proved fuccefsful againft Mollo, brother

to Ceodwalla, and flew him in a fkirmith. Ceod-
walla, at laft; tired with wars and bloodfhed, was
feized with a fit of devotion ; beftowed feveral en.
dowments on the church ; and made a pilgrimage

'7 Chion. Sax p.22, _ #Higden, lib. 5. Chron, Sax. p. 15.
Alur, Beverl. p. 94 * Bede, Lib. 4. cap. 12, Chron, Sax, p. 41.
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to Rome, where he received baptifm, and died in ¢ H A p.
689. Ina, his fucceflor, inherited the military vir- __"_,

tues of Ceodwalla, and added to them the more
valuable ones of juftice, policy, and prudence. He
made war upon the Britons in Somerfet; and hav-
ing finally fubdued that province, he treared the van-
quifhed with a humanity hitherto unknown to the
Saxon conquerors, He allowed the proprietors to
retain pofleflion of their lands, encouraged marris
"ages and alliances between them and his ancient
fubjeéts, and gave them the privilege of being go-
verned by the fame laws. Thefe laws he aug-
mented and afcertained ; and though he was difs
turbed by fome infurre€tions at home, his long
reign of thirty-feven years may be regarded as one
of the moft glorious and meoft profperous of the
Heptarchy. In the decline of his age he made a
pilgrimage to Rome; and -after his return, fhut
himfelf up in a cloifier, where he died.

Traoven the kings of Weffex had always been
princes of the blood, defcended from Cerdic, the
founder of the monarchy, the order of fucceflion had
been far from exa& ; and a more remote prince had
often found means to mount the throne, in prefer-
ence to one defcended from a nearer branch of the
voyal family. Ina, therefore, having mno children
of his own, and lying much under the influence of
Ethelburga, bis queen, left by will the fucceffion to
Adelard, her brother, who was his remote kinfman :
But this deftination did not take place wirhout fome
difficulty, - Ofwald, a prince more nearly allied to
the crown, took arms againft Adelard ; but he being
fupprefled, and dying loon atter, the title of Ade-
lard was not any farther difputed ; and in the year
741, he was fucceeded by his coufin, Cudred. The
reign of this prince was dittinguithed by a great
vi¢tory which be obtained, by means of Edelbum,
his general, over Ethelbald, king of Mercia, His
death made way tor Sigel.ert, his kinfman, who go-

' E4 verned
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¢ 1 AP overned fo ill, that his people rofe inan infurreion,

and dethroned him, crowning Cenulph in Lis ftead,
'T'he exiled prince found a refuge with duke Cuniy
bran, governor of Hampthire ; who, that he might
add new obligations to Sigebert, gave him nany
falutary counfels for his futyre conduét, accompa,
nied with fome reprehenfions for the paft,  But
thefe were fo much refented by the ungrateful
prince, that he confpired-againft the life of his pro.
teftor, and treacheroully murdered him. Adter this
infamous a&tion, he was forfaken by all the world ;
and fkulking about in the wilds and foreits, was ac
laft difcovered by a fervant of Cumbran’s, who in.
ftantly- took revenge upon him for the murder of
his malter " :

CernoLpH, who had obtained the crown on the
.expulfion of Sigebert, was fortunate in wmany expe«
ditions again{t the Britons of Cornwal ; but after,
wards loft fome reputation by his ill fuccefs againft
Offa, king of Mercia®.  Kynchard alfo, brother to
the depofed Sigebert, gave him difturbance; and
though expelled the kingdom, he hovered on the
frontiers, and watched an opporrunity for avacking
his rival. The king had an intrigue with a young
avoman who lived at Merton in Surrey, whither
having {ecretly retired, he was on a fudden invi-
roned, in the night-time, .by Kynehard and his fol-
lowers, and afeer making a vigorous refiftance,
was murdered with all hig, attendants. ‘The nobility
and people of the neighbourhood, rifing next dayin
arms, took revenge on Kynehard for the flaughter
of their king, and put every one to the fword whe
’had been engaged in that criminal enterprife, 7This
event happened in 784. , L
. BrITHRIC next obtained poffeflion of the govern.
jment, though remotely delcended from the royal far
mily,; but he epjoyed not that dignity without in.
' b Migdeni- lib, 5. - W, Malmef, lib, i, cap. 2.

- -¢W. Malmel Tib. 1. cap. 2y "

6 ‘ quietude,
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quietude. Foppa, nephew to king Ina, by'his c 5 s,

brother Ingild, who died before that prince, had
begot Lta, father to Alchmnond, from whom fprung
Egbert *, a young man of the moft promifing hopes,
who gave great jealoufy to Brithrie, the reigning
prince, both becaule he feemed by his birth better
entitled to the crown, and becaufe hie had acquired,
to an eminent degree, the affeftions of the people.
LEgbert, fenfible of his danger from the {ulpicions of
Brithric, fecretly withdrew into France®, where he
was well received by Charlemggne. By living in
the court, and ferving in the armi¢s of that prince,
the moft able and moft generous that had appeared
in Europe during feveral ages, he acquired thofe
accomplithments, which afterwards enabled him to
make fuch a fhining figure on the throne. And fa-
miliarizing himfel{ to the manners of the Irench,
who, as Malmefbury obferves’, were eminent both
for valour and civility above all the weftern nations,
he learned to polith the rudenefs -and barbarity of
the Saxan charater; His emly misfortancs thus
proved a fingular advantage to him.

.. IT was not long ere Egbert had opportunities of
difplaying his natural and acquired talents, Brith-
ric, king of Weflex, had married Eadburga, natural
daughter of Offa, king of Mercia, a profligate wo.
man, equally infamops.for cruelty and for inconti-
nence. Having great influence over her hufband,
fhe often inftigated him to deftroy fuch of the nobi-
lity as were obnoxious to her ; and where this expe-
dient failed, fhe ferupled not heing herfelf aélive in
traiterous attempts againit them. She had mixeda
cup of poilon for a young nobleman, who had ac-
quired her hufband’s friendfhip, and had on that
account become the abjeft of her jealoufy : ' But, un-
fortunately, the king drank of the fatal cup along

€ Chron, Sax. p 16. ¢ H. Hunting. lib, 4.4
f Lib.2. cap. 11, c o

with

Nty oo



58 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

¢ ® A v, with his favourite, and foon after expired?. This
I tragical incident, joined to her other crimes, ren.
dered Eadburga (o odious, that fhe was obliged to
flyinto France; whence Egbert was at the fame
time recalled by the nobility, inorder to alcend the
throne of his anceftors®, He attained that dignity

in the laft year of the eighth century.

In the kingdoms of the Heptarchy, an exaét rule
of fucceffion was either unknown or not ftrictly ob.
ferved ; ‘and therce the reigning prince was conti.
nually agitated with jealoufy againit all the princes
of the blood, whom he ftill confidered as rivals, and
whofe death alone could give him entire fecurity in
his pofleffion of the throne. From this fatal caufe,
together with the admiration of the monaftic life,
and the opinion of merit attending the prefervation
of chaftity evenin a married ftate, the royal families
had been entirely extinguithed in all the kingdoms
except that of Weflex ; and the emulations, fufpi.
cions, and confpiracies, which had formerly been
confined tothe princes of the blood alone, were now
diffufed among all the nobility in the feveral Saxon
flates, Eghert was the fole defcendant of thole firfk
conquerors who fubdued Britain, and who enhanced
their authority by claiming a pedigree from Woden,
the fupreme divinity of their anceflors. But that
prince, though invited by this favourable circum.
dtance to make attempts on the neighbouring Sax-
ons, gave them for fome time no difturbance, and
rather chofe toturn his arms againft the Britons in
Lornwall, whom he defeated in_feveral battles'.
He was recalled from the conqueft of that country
‘by an invafion made upon his dominions by Ber-
nulf, king of Mercia, :

& Higden, lib. 5. .M, Wet. p. 152.  Afler.'in vita Alfredi,
Ps 3. ex edit. Camdeni. b Chron Sax. A. D. 8oo,
Bromp;gn. p. fo1. 1 Chron, Sax. p. 6¢.
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Tre Merchans, before the acceffion of Eghert, c 1 a .
liad very nearly attained the abfolute fovereigntyin 1.,

the Heptarchy: They had reduced the Eaft- Angles
under fubjetion, and eftablithed tributary princes in
the kingdoms of Kent and Eflex. Northumberland
was involved inanarchy; and no ftate of any confe-
quence remained but that of Weflex, which, much
inferior in extent to Mercia, was {upported folely
by the great qualities of its fovereign. Egbert led his
army againft the invaders; and encountering them
at Ellandum in Wilifhire, obtained a complete vic-
tory, and by the great flaughter which he made of
them in their flight, gave a mortal blow to the
power of the Mercians.  Whilft he himfelf, in pro-
fecution of his viGtory, entered their country on the
fide of Oxfordfhire, and threatened the heart of their
doiminions ; he fent an army into Kent, commanded
by Ethelwolph, his eldeft fon* ; and expelling Buld-
ted, the tributary king, foon made himfelf mafter
of that country. The kingdum of Lffex was con-
quered with equal facility ; and the Eaft-Angles,
from their hatred to the Mercian government, which
had been eftablifhed over them by treachery and
violence, and probably exerciled with tyranny, im-
mediately rofe in arms, and craved the protettion of
Egbert’. Bernulf, the Mercianking, who marched
agrainft them, was deféated and flain ; and two years
atter, Ludican, his fucceffor, met with the fame
fate. Thefe infurre@tions and calamities facilitated
the enterprifes of Egbert, who advanced into the
centre of the Mercian territories, and made ealy
conquelts over a difpirited and divided people. In
order to engaze thew more eafily to fubmilfion, he
allowed Wiglef, their countrynian, to retain the
title of king, while he himfelf exercifed the real
powers of fovercignty ™. The anarchy which pre-
vailed in Northumberland, tempted him to carry

k Ethelwerd, lib. 3. cap. 2. 1Ibid, lib. 3. c:zp-‘g.

» Ingulph. p. 7, 8. 10,
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¢ o A p, {Uill farther his viGorious arms; and the inhabitants,

unable to refift Lis power, and defirous of poflufling
fome eftablithed forn of government, were forward,,
on his firft appearance, to fend deputies, who i'ul';_
mitted to his authority, and {wore allegiance to him
as their fovereign. Egbert, however, {lill allowed
to Northumberland, as he had done to Mercia and
Falt-Anglia, the power of eleting a king, who paid
him tribute, and was dependent on him.

Tauys were united all the kingdoms of the Hep,
tarchy in one great flate, near {four hundred years
after the firflt arrival of the Saxons in Britain ; and
the fortunate arms and prudent policy of Egbert at
laft effefted, what had been fo often attempted in
vain by fo many princes™  Kent, Northumber-
land, and Mercia, which had fucceflively afpired to
general dominion, were now incorporated in hig
empire; and the other {ubordinate kingdoms feem-
ed willing to fhare the fame fate. 1lis territories
were nearly of the fame cxtent with what is now
properly called England; and a{favourable profped;
was allorded to the Anglo-8axons, of cflablifhing 3
civilized monarchy, potleilud of tranquillity within
itfelf, and fecure againft forcign invalion. ‘Lhig
great event happened in the year 827 °.

Trr Saxons, though they had been fo long fet- .
tled in the ifland, feem notsas yet to have been
much improved beyond their German anceltors,
either in arts, civility, knowledge, humanity, jul-
tice, or obedience to the laws. Even Chriftianiry,
though it opeued the way to connegions between
them and the more polithed {tates of Europe, had
not hitherto been very effe@ual in banithing their
ignorance, or foftening their barbarops manners,
As they received that do€trine through the corrupted
channels of Rowme, it carried along with it a great
mixture of credulity and fuperftition, equally de-,

® Chron. Szx. p. 71, © Thid,
ftrudtive



THE HEPTARCHY.

61

ftrutive to the underftanding and to morals. The c 1 a ».

reverence towards faints and reliques {eems to have
almoft fupplanted the adoration of the Supreme Be-
ing. Monaftic obfervances were efteemed more
meritoriolts than the attive virtues: The knowledge
of natural caufes was negle@ed from the univerfal
belief of miraculous interpofitions arid judgments :
Bounty to the church atoned for every violence
againft fociety : And the remorfes for cruelty, mur-
der, treachery, affafiination, and the more robuft
vices, were dppeafed, not by amendment of life,
but by penances, fervility to the monks, and an ab-
je€t and illiberal devotion ?.. The reverence for the
clergy had been carried to fuch a height, that,
wherever a perfon appeared in a facerdotal habit,
though on the highway, the people flocked around
him ; and thowing him all marks of profound re-
{pedt, received every word he uttered as the moft
facred oracle. Even the wmilitary vircues, fo in-
berent in all the Saxon tribes, began to be ne-
glefted ; and the nobility, preferring the fecurity and

floth of the cloifter to the tumults and glory of war,’

valued themfelves chiefly on endowing monafteries,

of which they affumed the government”s The fe-

veral kings, too, being extremely impoverifhed by

continual benefactions to the church, to which the
ftates of their kingdoms had weakly affented, could

beftow no rewards on valour or military fervices,
and retained not even fufficient influence to fup-
port their government®, : ;

P T'hefe abufes were common to all the European churches;
hut the priefls in Italy, Spain, and Gaul made {ome atoiement
" for them by othér advantages which they rendered fociety,

For feveral ages they were almolt all Romans, or, in ather
words, the ancient natives; and they preferved the Roman
language and Liws, with fome remains of the former ¢ivility.
But the pri-fts In the Heptarchy; after the firll ‘miffidharics,
were wholly Saxons, and almoft as ignorant aud barbaraus us
thelaity. They contributed, therefore, little to the improve~
ment of the fociety in knowledge or the urts, .

. 4 Bede, lib. 3. cap. 26, T Ihid lib.s cap.23. Epiflola
"Bedw ad Eghert. * Budee Epill. ud Egbert.
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Anorner inconvenience which attended this
corrupt fpecies of Chriltianity, was the fuper(titious
attachment to Rome, and the gradual fubje@ion of
the kingdom to a foreign jurildiction. "The Britons,
having never acknowledged any fubordination to the
Roman pontiff, had conduéted all ceclefiaflical go.
vernment by their dameltic fynods and councils ®:
But the Saxons, receiving their religion fram Re.
man monks, were tayght at the fame time a pro-
found reverence for thar fee, and were naturally led
to regard it as the capital of their religion. ~Pil-
grimages to Rome were repreflented as the” moft
nmeritorious adts of devotion. Not, only noblemen
and ladies of rank undertook this tedious journey*;
but kings themfelves, abdicating their crowns, .
fought {or a fecure paffport to heaven at the f&&)
.of tlie Roman pontitk..” New reliques, perpetually
fent from that endlefs mint of fuperftition, and mag-
nified by lying miracles invented in convents, ope-
rated on the altonithed minds of the multitude.
And every prince has attained the eulogies of the
-monks, the only hiftorians of thofe ages, not in
proportion to his civil and military virtues, but,to

Jhis devoted attachment towards their order, and hig

fuperltitious reverence for Rome, :
Trefovereign pontitl,.epcoutaged by this, bind-
-nefs and fubmiffive difpofition, of the people, .ad-
vanced every day.in his encroachments on the.inde-
pendence of the, Englith churches., 'Wilfrid, bifhop
of Lindisferne, the {ole prelate of the Northumbrian
kingdom, increafed this fubjefion in the cighth
century, by his making an appeal to'Rome againft
“the decifions of an kEnglith fynod, which had
abridged . his diocefe by the ereftion of fome new
‘bithoprics ™. -Agatho, the.pope, readily embraced
‘this precedent of an gppeal to his, court; and Wil-

Lt Append. 10 Bede, numb. 10. ex edit. 1'7_22. Spelm. Conc.

. 103, 104, ® Bede, lib.5.c. 7. | See Appendix
.fo Bede, yumb. 19, Higden, lib, 5, ‘ PP .
. . . X o, frid,



THE HEPTARCHY.

frid, though the haughtieft and moft luxurious pre-
late of his age®, having obtained with the people
the charater of fandlity, was thus able to lay the
foundation of this papal pretenfion.

THe great topic by which Wilfrid confounded
the imaginations of men was, that St. Peter, to
whofe cultody the keys of heAven were intrufted,
would certainly refufe admittance to every one who
thould be wanting in refpe& to his fucceflor. This
conceit, well Iulted to vulgar conceptions, made
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great impreflion on'the people during feveral agess

and has not even at prefent loft all influence in the
catholic countries.

Hap this abje¢t fuperftition produced general

peace and tranquillity, it had made fome atonement
for the ills attending it; but befides the ufual avi
dity of men for power and riches, frivolous contro-
verfies in theology were engendered by it, which
were {o much the more faral, as they admitted not
like the others, of any final determination fromt
eftablifhed poffeflion. The difputes excited in
Britain were of the molt ridiculous kind, and-en-
tirely worthy of thofeignorant and barbarous ages.
*There were fome 1mrlcac1es, obferved by all the
.Chriftian churches, in adjufting the day of keeping
Eafter ; which depended on a complicated confider-
ation of -the courfe of the {un and moon: And it
happened that the miffionaries, who had conyerted
. the Scots and Britons, had followed a different ca-
lendar from that which was obLerved at Rome in the
age when Augultine converted the Saxons, The
priefls alfo of all the Chriftian churches were ac-
"cultomed to fhave part of theirhead ; bat the' form
given to this tonfure was different in the former
from what was. praétifedin the latter. The Scots
and Britons pleaded the antiquity of their ufages :
The Romans, and their d1{c1ples, the S uatons, in~

v - Eddms vita Villr, § 24. Go. ? g
Tifted
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filted on the univetrfulity of #heirs. s That Tafles

muft neceflarily be kept by a rule, which compre-
hended both the day of the year and age of the
moon, was agreed by all 3 that thc tonfure of a.
prieft could not be omitred without the utmoft im.
plety, was a point undifputed : But the Romans
and Saxons called their antagonifts {chifmatics ; be.
caufe they celebrited Fafter on the very day of the
full moon in March, if that day fell on a Sunday,
inftead of waiting till the Sunday following 3 and

becaule they fhaved the {ore-part of their hedd from
‘ear to ear, inflead of making that tonfute on the

crown of the head, and in a circular form. Inor-
der torender their antagonifls odious, they affirmed
that once in feven years they concurred with the
Jews in the time of celebrating that feflival ¥ ¢ And
that they might recommend their own form ot tors

fure, they maintained, that it imitated fymbolically

the crown of thorns worn by Chirift in his paffion;
whereas the other form was invented by Simon
Magus, without any regard to that reprefentation
Thefe controverfies bad, from the beginning, ex-
cited fuch animofity between the Britith and Romifh
prietls, thar, inftead of concurring in their endea.
vours to convert the idolatrous Saxons, they refufed.
all communion together, and each regarded his op-
ponent as no better than 2 Pagdin*, ‘L'he difpute
lafted more than a century ; and was at laft finithed,
not by men’s difcovering the folly of it, which
would have been too great an effort for human rea-
fon to accomplith, but by the entire prevalence of
the Romifh ritual over the Scotch and Britith’
‘Wilfrid, bithop of Landisferne, acquired great me-
rit, both with the court of Rome and with all the
fouthern Saxons, by expelling the quartodeciman
{chifm, as it was culled, ffom the Northumbrian

7 Bede, lib, 2. cap. 19. = Bede, lib/g. cap. 21, Eddins,
* Bede, lib. 2. cap. 2.4 20. ' Eddius, § 12

kingdom
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kingdom, into which the neighbourhaod of the ¢ | A P
Stots had formerly introduced it*. ' o
Treopore, archbithop of Canterbury, called, in '
the year 680, a fynod at Hatfield, confifting of all
the bithops in Britain?; where was accepted and
ratified the decree of the Lateran council, fum-
moned by Martin againft the herefy of the Mono- *
thelites. The council and fynod maintained, in
oppofition to thele heretics, that, though the divine
and human nature in Chrilt made but one perfon,
yet had they different inclinations, wills, acts, and
fentiments, and that the unity of the perfon implied
not any unity in the confcioufnefs ©.  This opinion
it feems fomewhat difficult to comprehend ; and no
one, unacquainted with the ecclefiallical hiftory of
thofe ages, could imagine the height of zeal and
violence with which it was then inculcated. ‘The
decree of the: Lateran council calls the Monothelites
impious, execrable, wicked, abominable, and even
diabolical ; and curfes and anathematizes them to
all eternity . '
‘TrEe Saxons, from the firft introduction of Chrif~
tianity among them, had admitted the ufe of images;
and perhaps that religion, without fome of thofe
exterior ornaments, had not made fo quick a pro-
grefs with thefe idolaters: But they had not paid-
any fpecies of worfhip or addrefs to images; and this .
abufe never prevailed among Chriftians, till it re.
ceived the fanétion of the fecond council of Nice.

¢ Bede, lib. 3'; cap. 25, Eddius, §12. ¢ Spell, Cane,
' vol. 1. p. 368, ® Ibid. p. 171 f Xbid. p. 172,113 154
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EGBERT.

< HE Kingdoms of the Feptarchy, though
H united by fo recent a conquell, fvewed 10 be

firmly cemented into one {tate under iobert; and

the inhabitants of the feveral proviness had loft all
defire of revoliing from that wionareh, or of reftor-
ing their former independent govermoenis. Their
langnage was every where neatly the e, their enfe
toms, faws, nltitndons eival and roliglons 5 and as
the 1ace of the wncient kines was rotally extind in
all the fubjeéled Rater, the provle readily transterred
their allegiance to a privee, who feemed o merit i,
by the {plendour of his vittotics, the vigour of his
adminiftration, and the faperior nohility of his birth,
A union alfo in government opened to them the
agreeable profpe@ of furure tranquiliity 3 and it ap-
peared niore probable that they would henceforth
become formidable to their neighbours, than be ex-
pofed to their inroads and devaftations. But thele
flatiering views were foon évercalt by the appear-
ance of the Danes, who, during {foine centuries,

. kept the Anglo Saxons in perpernal inquietude,

committed the moft barbarous ravages upon them,
and at laft reduccd them ‘to grievous fervitude.

" Tre emperor Charlemagne, though naturally ge-
nerous and humane, had been induced by bigotry to
excraife gicat fevetitics upon the Pagan Saxons in
Germany, whom he fubdued ; and befides often ra-

’1’ | ] Vagﬂlg
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vaging their country with fire and fword, he had in
cool blood decimated all the inhabitants for their re-
volts, and had obliged them, by the moft rigorous
edifts, to make a feeming compliance with the
Chriftian doétrine. That religion, which had ealily
made its way smong the Britifh Saxons by infinua-
tien and addrels, appeared fhocking to their German
brethren, when impofed on them by the violence of
Charlemagne ; and the more generous and wailike
of thele Pagans had fled northward into Jutland, in
order to efcape the fury of his perfecutions, Meet-
ing there with a people ol fimilar manners, they were
readily received among them; and they foon ftimu-
lated the natives to concur in enterprifes, which
both promifed revenge on the haughty conqueror,
and afforded fubfiftence to thofe numerous inhabit-
ants with which the northern countries were now
overburdened 8. "They invaded the provinces of
France, whith were expofed by the degeneracy and
diflenfions of Chailemagne’s poflerity; and being
there known under the general name of Normans,
which they received fyom their northern fituation,
they became the terror of all the maritime and even
of the inland countries. They were alfo tempted to
vifit England in their frequent excurfions; and being
able, by fudden inroads, to make great progrefs
over a people who were not defended by any naval
force, who had relaxed their military inflicutions,
and who were funk into a f{uperfliion whiely had
become odious to the Danes and anciedt’ Saxons,
they made no diltinétion in their Kgfilities between
the French and Englih kingdompy Their firft ap-

earance in this ifland was in thekféaﬂ«ygfh,“ when
%rithric reigned in Weflex. A {mgll bodyoef them
landed in that kingdom, with a view of learning
the ftate of the country ; and when the magittrate of
the place queftioned them concerning their enter-

& Ypod, Neuftria, p. 414, b Chron. Sax. p. 64.
\ F2 prife,
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c 1 A P, prile, and fummoned them to appear before the
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king, and account for their intentions, they killed
him, and flying to their fhips, efcaped into their
own country. The.next alarm was given to Nor-
thomberland in the year 494'; when a body of
thefe pirates pillaged a monaftery ; but their fhips
being much damaged by a ftorm, and their leader
flain in a {kirmifh, they were at laft defeated by the
inhabitants, and the remainder of them put to the.
fword. Five years after Egbert had eftablifhed his
monarchy over England, the Danes landed in the
Hle of Shepey, and having pillaged it, efcaped with
impunity *. They were not fo fortunatc in their
next year’s enterprife, when they difembarked from
thirty-five {hips, and were enceuntered by Egbert,
at Charmouth 'in Dorfetfhire. The battle was.
bloody ; but though the Danes loft great numbers,
they maintained the poft which they had taken, and
thence made good their retreat to their fhips’s
Having learned by cxperience, that they thuft ex.
pek a vigorous refiltance from this warlike prince,
they entered into an alliance with the Britons of
“ornwal 3 and landing two yEars after in that couna
try, made an inroad with their confederates into the
county of Devon; but were met at Hengefdown
by Egbert, and tatally defeated »,  While England
remained in this ftate of anxiety, and defended it-
felf more by temporary expedients than by any ve-
gular plan of adminiftration, Egbert, who alone
was able to provide eflectually againft this new

evil, unfortunately died ; and left the government
to his fon Ethelwolf,

! Chron. 8ax. p. 661 Alur. Beverl: p. 108. k Chroms,

Sax. p. 72. 1Ebid. Kthelward, lib, 3. cap. 2.
» Chron. Sax.p. 72, -
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ETHELWOLF.

THIS prince had neither the abilities nor the vi-

gour of his father ; and was better qualified for
governing a convent than a kingdom”, He began
his reign with making a partition of his dominions,
and delivering over to his eldelt fon, Athelftan, the
new conquered provinces of Effex, Kent, and Suflex.
But no inconveniencies feem to have arifen from this
partition; as the continual terror of the Danith inva-
fions prevented all domeflic diffenfion. A flest of
thefe ravagers, confifting of thirty-three fail, ap-
peared at Southampton 3 but were repulled with lofs
by Wolfhere, governor of the neighbouring coun-
try°. Thefame year, ZEthelhelm, governor of Dor-
{etfhire, routed another band which had difembarked
at Portfmouth 3 but he obtained the viflory after 2
furious engagement, and he bought it with the lofs
of his life®. Next year the Danes made feveral in-
roads into England ; and fought battles, or rather
fkirmithes, in Eaft-Anglia and Lindefey and Kent 3
where, though they were fometimes repulfed and
defeated, they always obtained their end, of com-
mitting fpoil upon the country, and carrying off
their booty. They avoided coming to a general
engagement, which was not {uited to their plan of
operations. Their veflels were {mall, and ran eafily
»p the crecks and rivers; where they drew them
athore, and having formed an entrenchment round
them, which they guarded. with part of their pum-
ber, the remainder fcattered themlelves every where,
and carrying off the inhabitants and cattle and goods,
they haftened to their fhips, and quickly difap-
peared.. If the military force of the connty were
aflembled. (for there was no time for troops tomarch

+ 8 Wm. Malmef, lib. 2. cap. 2. ° Chroms Sag. p. 73
Erhelward, Lib. 3. cap, 3. . P Chron, Sax. p. 53.
K. Hunting. Iih, 5. ' .
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cH AP from a diflance), the Danes cither were able to re.
;.,,...,,.l:,la.,,: pulfe them, and to continue rheir ravages with e

g5t

puniry, or they berook themlelves to their veflels
and fetiing fail, fuddenly invaded fome diltant quar.
ter, which was not prepared for their reception,
Every part of fingland was held in continual alarm 5
and the inhabitants of ‘one county durlh not give
affiftance to thofe of another, left their own families
and property fhould in the meun time be expoled by
their abfeace to the fury of thefe barbarous ra.
vagersY,  All orders of men were involved in this
calamity ; and the priefls and monks, who bad been’
commonly fpared in the domeflic quarrels of the
Heptarchy, were the chief obje@s on which the
Danifh idolaters exercifed their rage and animofity,
Lvery feafon of the year was dangerous ; and the
abfence of the enemy was no reaton why any man
could eftesm bimfell'a moment in fafety. '
Tresz incurfions had now become almoft annu-
al; when the Danes, encouraged by their fuccefles
drainft France as well as England (for both king.

. doms wete alike expofed to this dreadful calamity),

invaded the laft in o numerous a body, as feemed
to threaten it with univerfal fubje@ion. But the
Englith, more military than the Britons, 'whom, a
few centuries before, they had treated with like
violence, roufed themfclves with a vigour propors
tioned to the exigency. - Ceorle, governor of De-
vonlire, fought a battle with one body of the
Danes at Wiganburgh', and put them to route with
great flaughter. King Athelftan attacked another
at {en near Sandwich, funk nine of their {hips, and
put the reft to flight*. A body of them, however,
ventured, for the firfl time, to take up winter-
quarters in England ; and receiving in the {pring a
{trong reinforcement of their countrymen.in 350

4 Aluged Beverl. p. 108. - * H. Hunt. lib, g. Ethel-
ward, lib. 3. cap. 3.* Simeon Dunclm, p. 120, " 8 Chrosi.
Saz, p. 74«  Aflerive, poz. ' ) -

veflels.
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veflels, they advanced [om the Ifle of Thanet, ¢ H A b,
where they had ftationed themfelves; burnt the ci- L___{:___,
ties of London and Canterbury ; and having put to

flight Brichtric, who now governed Mercia under

the title of king, they marched into the heart of

Surrey, and laid every place walte around them.
Ettelwolf, impelled by theurgency of the danger,
marched againft them at the head of the Weil-

Saxons ; and carrying with him his fecond fon,
Yithelbald, gave them battle at Okely, and gained

a bloody victory over them. This advantage pro-

cured but a thort refpite to the Englith. The
Danes ftill maintained their fcttlement in the Ifle of
Thanet; and baing anacked by Ealher and Huda,
governors of Kent and Surrey, though defeated in

the beginning of the aftion, they findlly repulfed 53
the affailants, and killed both the governors. They
removed thence to the Ile of Shepey; where they

took up thejr winter-quarters, that (hey might far-

ther extend their devaftation and ravages.

This unfettled ftate of Fngland hindered not
Lthelwolf from making a pilgrimage to Rome;
whither he carried his tourih, and favourite fon,

Alfred, then only fix years of age'. He pafled

there a twelvemonth in exercifes of devotién ; and

failed not in that moft effential part ol devotion, li-

berality to the church of Rome. Befides giving
prefents to the more diftinguifhed ecclefiattics, he
made a perpetual graut of three hundred mancofes ®
a year to that{ee; one third to fupport the lamps of
St. Peter’s, another thofe of St Paul’s, "a third to
the Pope himfelt*. In his return home, he mar-
Tied Jndith, daughter of the emperor Charles the
Bald; but on his landing in England, he met with
an oppofition which he littl: looked for.

ot Aﬁ'criu's, P 2. Chron. Sax. 96. Flunt, Lib. 5. v A man-
cus was about the weight of vur prefent hall crown @ §ee Spel-
man’s Gloffary, in verbo Mancus. W. Malmgf., lib. 2. cap, 2.

F 4 His
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His cldeft fon, Athelftan, being dead, Lthel.
bald, his fecond, who had aflumed the government,
formed, in concert with many of the nobles, the
projedt of excluding his father from a throne, which
his weaknefs and fuperftition feem to have rendered
him fo ill-qualified to fill. The people were di.
vided between the two princes ; and a bloody clvil
war, joined to all the other calamities under which
the Englith laboured, appeared inevitable ; when
Ethelwolf had the facility to vield to the greater
part of his fon’s pretenfions. He made with hima
partition of the kingdom ; and taking to himfelf the
eaftern part, which was always at that time efteemed
the leaft confiderable, as well as the molt expofed*,
he delivered over to Ethelbald the fovereignty of
the weftern. Immediately after, he fummoned the
ftates of the whole kingdom, and with the fame fax
cility conferred a perpetual and important donation
on the church. '

TrE ecclefiaftics, in thofe days of ignorance,
made rapid advances in the acquifition of power and
grandeur ; and inculcating the molt abfurd and mof}
interefled do@rnes, though they fometimes met,
from the contrary interefts of the laity, with an op.
pofition, which it required time and addrefs to
overcome, they found no obftacle in their reafon or
underftanding. Not content with the donations of -
land made them by the Saxon princes and nobles,.
and with temporary oblations trom the devotion of
the people, they had caft a withful eye-on a vaft re-
venue, which they claimed as belonging to them, by
a facred and indefeafible title. However little verfed
in the fcriptures, they had been able to difcover, that,
under the Jewith law, a tenth of all the produce of |
land was conferred onthe priefthood ; and forgetting
what they themfelves taught, that the moral part only
of that law was obligatory on Chriftians, they infifted,

* Afferfus, P+ 3« W.Malm, lib, 2. cap. 2. Matth, Wefk. p. 1. §:
a S that
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that this donation conveyed a perpetwal property, ¢ 1 A ®.

inherent by divine right in thofe who officiated at
the altar. During fome centuries, the whole fcope
of fermans and homilies was direed to this pur-
pofe ; and one would have imagined, from the ge-
neral tenor of thefe difcourfes, that all the praical
parts of Chriftianity were comprifed in the exal
and faithful payment of tithes to the clergys. En-
couraged by their fuccels in inculcating thefe doc-
trines, they ventured farther than they were war-
ranted even by the Levitical law, and. pretended to
draw the tenth of all induftry, merchandize, wages
of labourers, and pay of foldiers #; nay, fome ca-
nonifts went fo fur as to uffirm, that the clergy were
entitled to the tithe of the profits made by courte-
zans in the exercile of their profeflion®. Though
parithes had been inftituted in lngland by Hono.
rius, archbithop of Canterbury, near two centuries
before®, the ecclefiaftics had never yet been able to
get pofleffion of the tithes: . They therefore leized
the prefent favourable opportunity of making that
acquifition ; when a weak, fuperftitious prince filled
the throne, and when the people, difcouraged by
their lofles from the Dunes, and terrified with the
fear of future invafions, were fufceptible of any im-
preflion which bore the appearance of religion®.
So meritorious was this conceflion deemed by the
Englifh, thar, trufting entirely to fupernatural afy
fiftance, they negleted the ordinary means of fafe-
ty; and agreed, even in the prefent defperate extre-
mity, that the revenues of the church thould be ex-
empted from all burthens, though impofed for na-
tional defence and fecurity . ‘

¥ Padre Paolo, fopra’ beneficii ecclefipftici, p. 51, 52. eoffit.
Colon. 1675. % 8pell. Conc. vol. i p: 268, * Pidre
Paole, p. 132.  ® Parker,p.77. ¢ Ingulf p.862 Selden’s
Hift. of Tiithes, ¢, §. 4 Affuring, p. 2. Chron, 8ax. p. 46.
W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap. 2. Ethelward, lib. 3. cap. 3. M.Weit.
P 358 Ingulf. porz.  Alure Beverl p. gs.
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FTHELBALD and ETHELBERT. |

P"THEI.WNOLF lived only two years after mak-
~ ing this grant 3 and by his 'will he fhared Eng.
Iand between lis two eldelt fons, Ethelbald and
Trhelbert ; the weft being afligned to the former;
the Eaft to the latter. Kthelbald was a profligate
prince ; and marrying Judith, his mother-in-law,
gave great offence to the people ; but muved by the
remonftrances of Swithun, bifhop of Winchefter,
he was at laft prevailed on to divorce her. ' His
reign was fhort; and Ethelbert, his brother, fuc-
ceeding to the government, behaved himfelf, during
a reign of five yesrs, in 2 manner more worthy of
his birth and Ration. The kingdom, howevcer, was
tll infefted by the Danes, who made an inroad and
facked Winchiefter, but were there defeated. A
body allo of thele pirates, who were quartered in
the Ifle of Thanet, having deccived the Xnglith by
a treaty, unexpetedly broke into Kent, and coms
mitted great outrages.

ETHERED.

ETHELBERT ‘was fucceeded by his brother.
Ethered, who, though he defended himfelf
‘with-bravery, enjoyed, during his whole reign, no
tranquillity from thofe Danith irruptions.  His
younger brother, Alfred, feconded him in all his
‘enterpriles ;. and generoufly facrificed to the public
good all refentment which he might entertain on
account of his being excluded by Ethered from a
large patrimony which had been left him by his
father. . t S ;
" Tae firlt landing of the Danes in the reign of
Ethered was among' the Faft- Angles, who, more
anxions for their prefent fafety than for the common
interelt, enteted into a feparate treaty with the
14 enemy;
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enemy; and furnithed them with horfes, which c 1 a e,

cnabled them to muke an irruption by land into the
kingdom of Northumberlund,  They there feized
the city of York ; and defended it againfl Ofbricht
and Milla, two Northombrian' princes, who pe-
rithed in the affault’. Xncouraged by thefe fuc-
celles, and by the ['upcriority, wlich they had ac-
quired in arms, they now vemtured, under the
command of § ngrum and Hubba, to lzave the {ea-
coalt, and penetrating into Mercia, they took up
their winter-quarters at Nottingham, where they
threatened the kingdom with 2 final fubjetion.
TheWercians, in this extremity, applied to Ethered
for fuccour ; and that prince, with his brother Al-
fred, conducting a great army to Notdngham, ob.
liged the enemy to diflodge, and to retreat into Nor-
thumberland.  Their reftlefs difpofition, and their
avidity for plunder, allowed thew not to remainlong
,in thole quarters: They broke into Eaft-Anglia,
defeated and took prifoner Edmund, the king of
that country, whom they afierwards murdered in
cool blood ; and committing the moft barbarous ra-
vages on the people, particularly on the monafteries,
they gave the Eaft- Angles caunic to regret the tem-
porary reliet which they had obtained, by aﬁi[ting
the common enemy.

Tuze next ftation of the Danes was at Readmg,
whence they infefted the neighbouring country by
their incurtions. 'The Mercians, defirous of fhak-
ing off their dependence on Ethered, refufed to
join him with their forces; 'md that prinice, at-
tended by Alfred, was obliged io march againft the
enemy, with the Welt Saxons alone, his heredxtary
fubjects. The Danes, being deféaled in ah action,
fhut themfelves vp in their garrifon; but quickly
making thence an irrnption, they routed the Wefl-
S'txons, and obliged them to raife the fiege. An

g .Aﬁ'eri P 6. Chron. Sax, p. 79,
ation
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aftion foon after enfued at Afton in Berkthire,
where the Iinglifh, in the beginning of the day,
were in danger of total defeat,  Alfred advancin

with one divifion of the army, was furrounded by.
the enemy in difadvantageous ground; and Fithered,
who was at that time hearing malfs, refufed to march
to his affiftance till prayers fhould be finifheds:.
But as he afterwards obtained the vi€tory, this fuc.
cefs, not the danger of Alfred, was afcribed by the
monks to the piety of that monarch. This battle
of Afton did not terminate thewar : Another battle
was a little after fought at Bafing; where the Danes
were more fuccefsful; and being reinforced by g
new army from their own country, they became
every day more terrible to the Englith. Amidft
thefe confufions,Ethered died of 2 wound which he
had received in an a&ion with the Danes; and left
the inheritance of his cares and wisfortunes, rather

than of his grandeur, to his brother, Alfred, who

was now twenty-two years of age. :

ALFRED.

']"HIS prince gave very early marks of thols

great virtues and fhining talents, by which,
during the moft difficult times, he faved his country
froin utter ruin and fubverfion. Ethelwolf, his fa.
ther, the year after his return with Alfred from
Rome, bhad again fent the young prince' thithes
with a numerous retinue ; and a repart being fpread
of the king’s death, the pope, Leo I gave Al

fred the royal union®; whether Erognoﬂicating—,q

his fiturg greatnefs from the appearances of Iug
pregnant genius, or willing to pretend, even in that
age, to the right of conferring kingdoms. Al
fred, on his return home, becamg every day moreg

g Affer. p. 7. 'W.' Malm. lib. 2. cap. 3." Simeon Dunclm,
»125% Anglia Sacra, vol, 1. p. 205, M Affer. p.2. 'W.Maln,
ib, 2, cap.2. Inguif,p, 869. Simeon Dunelm. p, 120.139.°
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the object of his father’s affeftions ; but being in- c1a p.
dulged in all youthful pleafures, he was much neg- i ;
le€ted in his education ; and he had already reached
his twelfth year, when he was yet totally ignorant of
the loweft elements of literature. His genins was
firfk roufed by the recital of Saxon poems, in which
the queen took delight; and this {pecies of eru-
dition, which is fometimes able to make a confider-
able progrels even among barbarians, expanded
thofe noble and elevated {entiments which he had
reccived from nature'. Encouraged by the queen,
and ftimulated by his own ardent inclination, he
foon learned to read thofe compofitions ; and pro-
ceeded thence to acquire the knowledge of the
Latin tongue, in which he met with authors that
better prompted his heroic [pirit, and direSted his
generous views, Abforbed in thefe elegant pur-
fuits, he regarded his acceflion to royalty rather as
an objet of regret than of triumph®; but being
called to the throne, in preference to his brother’s
children, as well by the will of his father, a cir-
cumftance which had great authority with the
Anglo-Saxons !, as by the vows of the whole na-
tion, and the urgency of public affairs, he fhook
off his literary indolence, apnd exerted himfelf in
the defence of his people. {He had fcarcely buried
his brother, when he was obliged to take the field,
in order to oppofe the Danes, who had feized Wil-
ton, and were exercifing their ufual ravages on the
countries around. He marched againft them with
the few troops which he could aflemble on a fud«
den; and giving them battle, gained at firlt an
advantage, but by his purluing the vi&ory too far,
the fuperiority of the enemy’s numbers prevailed,
and recovered them the day, Their lofs, however,
in the aftion was fo confiderable, that, fearing Al«
fredwould receive daily reinforcements from his fiba
! Affer, p. 5. M. Welt. poy6y. kK Afferpog, T Iid,
p 2z. Simeon Dunclm, p. 121 .

1 C Jebtsy



CHAP,
M.

75

HISTORY OV ENGLAND,

jofls, they were conlent to Ripnlate for a fufe re.

treat, and promiled to depart the kinedom.  Foy
that purpofc they were condulled to London, and
allowed to take up winter-quarters theres but,
carelefs of their engagements, they immediately fet
themfelves to the committing of (poil on the neigh-
bowiing country. Burrhed, king of Mercia, in
whole tereitoiies London was Aruated, made 2 new
dipulation with thew, and ensaged them, by pre-
tents of monev, to1emove fo Lindefvy, in Lincol.
fhire; a counn:y which they had alrzady reduced to
ruin and defolation.  Fiadine therefore no objectin
that place, either tor their rapine or violunce, they
fuddenly surned back upon Mercia, in a quarter
where they expefted to {ind it without defence ; and
fixine their flaibm ot Ropion, in Derbyflire, they
Jaid thiewhed : coumay defolate with ¢ and {word,
Burshed, defpuiring of fiecels agabudl an wnemy,
whon: no furee could radifl, and 1o treatics bind,
zhandosed his hingdom, and ilying to Rome, took
fhelrer in a cloilter ™« Lle was brother-in-law to
Alfred; aud the Il who bore the titke of King in
Mercia,

{ln Welt-Saxons were now the only remaining
power in Enplind; and though fupported by, the
vigour and abilitics of Allved, they were unable o
fultain the cftats of thole ravagers, who from all
quarters invaded them, (4. new fwarm of Dancs
came over this year wider thyee princes, Guthram,
Ofciral, and Amund; and having firft joined their
¢outstrymen at Repton, they foon {ound the ne-
ceflity of fepdrating, in order to provide for their
fubfiftence. Part of them, under the command of
Haldene, their chicftain®, marched into Northuri-
berland,. where - they fixed their quarters; part of
them took’ quarters at Cambridge, whence they
diflodged in the enfuing fummer, and {eized Wre.

. Affer, p.8. Chron.Sax. p. 82.  Ethelward, lib. 4. cap. 4.
® Chron, Sax. p. 83. . :

ham,



AL ¥ R E D,

79

ham, in the county of Dorfet, the very centre of © HA P

Alfred’s dominions. That prince fo ftraightened
them in thele quarters, that they were content to
dome to a treaty with him, and {tipulated to depart
his country, Alfred, well acquainted with their
ufual perfidy, obliged them to [wear upon the holy
reliques to the oblervance of the treaty °; not that
he expefted they would pay any veneration to the
reliques; but he hoped, that, if they now violated
this oath, their impiety would infallibly draw down
upon them the vengeance of Heaven. But the
Danes, little apprehenfive of the danger, fuddenly,
without feeking any pretence, fell upon Alfred’s
army; and having put it to route, marched weft-
ward, and took poflefion of Exeter. The prince
colletted new forces, and exerted fuch vigour, that
he fought in one year eight battles with the enemy?,
and reduced them to the utmolt extremity. He
hearkened however to new propofals of peace; and
was fatisfied to ftipulate with them, that they would
fettle fomewhere in England 9, and would not per-
mit the entrance of morc ravagers into the king-
dom. But while he was expetting the execurion.of
this treaty, which it feemed the intereft of the Danes
themfelves to {ulfil, he heard that another body had
landed, and having colletted all the fcattered troops
of their countrymen, had furprifed Chippenham,
then a confiderable town, and weire exercifing their
ufual ravages all around them. ,
THis lalt incident quite broke the fpirit of
the S:xons, and reduced them to defpair. Finding

.’—-lwv:-uJ

that, atter all the mifeiable hayoc which they had '

undergone in their petfons and in their property ;
after all the vigorous aétions which they had ex-
erted in their own defence ; a new band, equally
greedy of fpoil and flaughter, had dilembarked
among them 5 they believed themfelves abandoned

© Affer,p. 8. P Ibid. The'Saxon Chron, p. 82 fays
nine battles, ¢ Affer, p. 9. - Alur, Beverl p. 104. 5
¥
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cHA P. by Heaven to deftrution, and dclivered over to
‘e thofe fwarms of robbers, which the fertile north

thus inceflantly poured forth againft them, Some
left their country, and retired into Wales, or fled
beyond fea : Others fubmitted to the conquerors,
in hopes of appealing their fury by a fervile obe.
dience’. And every man’s attention being now en.
grofled in concern for his own prefervation, no one
would hearken to the exhortations of the king,who
fummoned them to make under his condutt one
effort more in defence of their prince, their coun-
try, and their liberties. Alfred himlclf was ob.
liged to relinquifh the enfigus of his dignity, to
difmifs his fervants, and to feck fthelter, in the
meaneft difguifes, from the purfuit and fury of his
enemies. He concealed himfelf under a peafant’s
habit, and lived fome time in the houfe of a neat.
herd, who had been entrufted with the care of
fome of his cows®. 'There paffed here an incident;
which has been recorded by all the hiftorians, and
‘was long preferved by popular tradition; thoughit

-contains nothing memorable in itfelf, except fo fat

as every circumftance is interefling, which attends
fo much virtue and dignity reduced to fuch dif-
trefs. The wife of the neat-herd was ignorant of
the condition of her royal gueft; and obferving
him one day bufy by the firc.fide, in trimming his
bow and arrows, the defired him to take care of
fome cakes which were toafting, while the was ém-
ployed elfewhere in other domeftic affairs. But
Alfred, whofe thoughts were otherwile engaged,
negleted this injunttion; and the good woman,
on ber return, finding her éakes all burnt, rated the
king very feverely, and upbraided him, that he al
ways feemed very well pleafed td eat her warm

cakes, though he was thus negligent in toalting
themt.,

t Cfiron, Sax. p, 8. - Alured Beverl. p. 105. » Affer,
p-9.. " Aflerp.g, M. Welk.p 170, B
. ' ¥
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Bv degrees, Alfred, as he found the fearch of
the enemy become more remifs, colleted fome of
his retainers, and retired into the centre of a bog,
formed by the ftagnating waters of the Thone and
Parret, in Somerfetfhire. He here found two acres
of firm ground ; and building a habitation on them,
rendered himfelf fecure by its fortifications, and ftill
more by the unknown and inacceffible roads which
led to it, and by the forefts and morafles with which
it was every way environed. This place he called
Lthelingay, or the Ifle of Nobles®; and it now
bears the name of Athelney. He thence made fre-
quent and unexpeéted fallies upon the Danes, who
often felt the vigour of his arm, but knew not from
what quarter the blow came. He (ubfifted him.
felf and his {ollowers by the plunder which he ac-
quired ; he procured them confolation by revenge ;
and from {mall {uccefles, he opened their minds to
hope, that, notwithftanding his prefent low condi.
tion, morc important vi€tories might at length at.
tend his valour. ' -

Arrren lay here concealed, but not unactive,
during a twelvemonth ;. when the news of a pro.
fperous event reached his ears, and called him to
the field. Hubba, the Dane, having fpread de-
vaftation, fire, and {laughter, over Wales, had land.
ed in Devonfhire from twenty-three .veflels, and
laid fiege to the caftle of Kinwith, a place fituated
near the mouth of the fmall river Tan. Oddune,
earl of Devonihire, with his fo]lowers, had taken,
fhelter there ; and being ill fupplied with provifions,
and even with water, he determined, by fome vi.
gorous blow, to prevent the neceffity of fubmitting
to the barbarous enemy. He made a fudden fally
on the Danes-before fun-rifing; and taking them
Jmnprepared, he put them to rout, purfued them
with great flaughter, killed Hubba himfelf,' and

% Chron, Sax. p. 85. W. Malm. lib. 2. cap. 4. Ethdward,

dib. 44 cap.’4. Lngulf, p. 26.
¢, Vor. L. G . . got
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got poffeflion of the famoue Reafen, or enchanted
flandard, in which the Dunes put preat confis
dence ¥, It contained the figure of a riaven, which
had been inwoven by the three fifters of Hinguar
and Hubbha with many magical incantations, and
which, by its diflerent movements, proguoflicaed,
as the Danes believed, the good or bad fuccefs of

"any enterprife *,

Wnen Alfred ohferved this fymptom of Tue
cefsful refiftance in his fubjects, he left his retreat;
but before he would aflemble them in arms, op
urge them 1o any attempt, which, if unfortunate,
might, in their prefent defpondency, prove fatal,
he refolved to infpeét, himfelf, the fituation of the’
enemy, and to judge of the probability of fuccefs,
Far this purpole he entered their camp under the
difguife of a harper, and pafled uafufpedted through -
every quarter. e {o entertained them with his”
mufic and facetious humours, that he met with a
weleome reception ; and was even introduced to the,
tent of Guthrum, their prince, where he remained
fome days?, e remmbed the fupine lecurity of
the Dancs, their contempt of the Eoglith, their
negligence in foraging und plundering, and their
diflolute wafting of what they gained by rapine and
violence. Encouraged by thele favourable appear.

" ances, he fecretly fent ewiffarics' to the mofl con.

fiderable of his fubjefts, and {fummoned them fo a
rendezvous, attended by their warlike tollowers,at

‘Brixton, on the horders of Selwood foreft= The
“Englith, who'had hoped to put an end to their cd

lamities by fervile fubmiffion, now found the info-
lence and rapine of the conqueror more intolerable
than all paft fatigues and dangers ; and at the ap-
pointed day, they joyfully reforted to their princé
On his appearaice, they received him with flicuts

v Affer. p. 10, Chron, Sax. p. 84. Abbas Rieval, p. 395

Alured Beverl. o 105, | * Affer.p, 10, - ¢ W. Malin.
lib. 2.cap- 4. *'Chron, Sax. p. 85. o r
o . , Q
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of applaufe®; and could hot fatiate their eyes with c 1 a P,

the fight of this beloved mondrch, whom they had
long regarded as dead, and who now, with voice
and looks exprefling his confidence of fuccefs,
called them to liberty and to vengeance. [He in-
ftantly condulted them to Eddington, where the
Danes were encamped ; and taking advantage of
his previous knowledge of the place, he directed
his attack againft the moft unguarded quarter of the
.engmy. The Danes, furprifed to fee an army of
Englifh, whom they confidered as totally fubdued,
and flill more aftonifhed to hear that Alired was at
their head, -made but a faint refiftance, notwith-
flanding their fuperiority of number, and were foon
put to flight with great flaughter. The remuinder
of the routed army, with their prince, was be-
fieged by Alfred in a fortified camp to which they
w fled ; but being reduced to extremity by want and
hunger, they had recourfe to the clemency of the
vitor, and offered to fubmit on any conditions.
The king, no lefs gencrous than brave, gave them
their lives ; and cven formed a fcheme for con-
verting them, from mortal enemies, into faithiul
fubjeéts and conlederates, He knew that the king=
doms of Ealt-Anglin and Northumberland were
totally defolated by the frequent inroads of the
Danes, and he now propofed to repeople them, by
fettling there Guthrom and his followers. He
hoped that the new planters would at laft betake
themfelves to induftry, when, by reafon of his re-
fillance, and the exhaufted condition of the coun-
try, they could no longer fubfift by plunder; and
that they might ferve him as a rampart againid any
future incurfions of their countrymen. But before
he ratified thefe' mild conditions with the Danes, he
required, that they thould: give him one pledge of
- their fubmiffion, and of their inclination -to ingor-
£ Affer. pi 10. Chron. Sax. p. 85,  Simeon Duhelm,

- p. 128, Alured Beverl. f. 105.  Abbas Rieval, . 354-
’ G2 Dorate
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¢ H A P, potate with the Englifh, by declaring their conver.

L fon to Chriftianity *.  Guthrum, and his army,
had no averfion to the propofal ; and without much
inftru&tion, or argument, or conference, they were
all admitted to baptifim. 'Fhe king anfwered for
Guthram at the font, gave him the name of Athel.
ftan, and received him as his adopted fon *.

$30. Tae {uccels of this expedient {feemed to corre.

fpond to Alfred’s hopes: The greater part of the
Danes fettled peaceably in their new quarters : Some
fmaller bodies of the fame nation, which were dif.
perfed in Mercia, were diftributed into the five
cities of Derby, Leicefter, Stamford, Lincoln, and
Nottingham, and were thence called the Fif or Five..
burghers. The more turbulent and unquiet made
an expedition into France under the command of
Haftings ¢; and, except by a fhort incurfion of
Danes, who failed up the Thames, and landed at
Fulham, but fuddenly retreated to their fhips on
finding the country in a pofture of defence, Alfred
was not for fome years infelled by the inroads of
thofe Barbarians °.

(THe king employed this interval of tranquillity
in reftoring order to the ftate, which had been
thaken by.fo many violent convulfions; in efta.
blithing civil and military inftitutions; in compol.
ing the minds of mcn to induftry and juflice; and it

- providing againlt the return of like calamities) He
was, more properly than his grandfather Egbert,
'the fole monarch of the Englith (for fo the Saxops
were now univerfally called), becaufe the kingdom
of Mercia was at lalt incorporated in his ftate, and
was governed by Echielbert his-brother-in-law, who
bore the title of Earl: And though the Danes, who
peopled Eaft-Anglia and Northumberland, were fot
fome time ruled iinmediately by cheir own pringgs, -
they all acknowledged "a fubordination to .Alﬁgd&

» Chron, Six.pi 5.~ ¢Affer. p. 1o. Chyon. Sa%. o'

T AW, Malm.liﬁzs g Ingulf.Pp. zoé. C‘}“‘A*sifcr.‘«%fn?:.j .
' ©oand
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and fubmitted to his fuperior authority. As equa~ ¢ ¥ AP
lity among fubjefis is the great fource of concord, wuwmmens

Alfred gave the fame laws to the Danes and Eng-
glifh, and put them entirely on a like footing in the
adminiltration both of civil and criminal juftice.
"The fine for the murder of a Dane was the fame
with that for the murder of an Englhthman; the
great fymbol of equality in thofe ages.

{L'ur king, after rebuilding the ruined cities, par-
ticularly London', which had been deflroyed b
the Danes in the reign of Ethelwolf, eftablifhed a
regular militia for the defence of the kingdom.; He
ordained that all his people fhould be armed and
regiftered ; he afligned them a regular rotation of
duty ; he diftributed part into the caflles and for-
trefles, which he built at proper places®; he re-
quired another part to take the field on apny alarm,
and to affemble at ftated places of rendeztous ; and
he left a fufficient number at home, who were em=
ployed in the cultivation of the land, and who af-
terwards took their turn in military fervice®, The
whole kingdom was like one great garrifon ; and the
Danes could no fooner appear in one place, than a
fuflicient number was aflembled to oppofe them,
without leaving the other quarters defencelefs or
difarmed ‘.

" But Alfred, fenfible that the proper method of
oppofing an enemy, who made incurfions by fea,
'was to meet them on their own element, tock care
ito provide himfelf with a naval force*, which,
‘though the moft natural defence of an ifland, had
“hitherto been totally negle€ted by the Englifh. He
i increafed " the fhipping of his kingdom both in
\umber and flrength, and trained his fubjeéts in the

f Affer. p. 15. Chron. Sax. p. 88. M. Well.p. 171 Si-
meon Dunelm, p. 331, Brompten, p, 812, .Allured Beverl.
‘ex edit. Hearne, p. 106. ¢ Afler. p. 18, Ingulf. p.27.
¥ Chren. Sax. p. 92, 93. i Spelman’s Life of Wlfred,
P 147, edit. 1700 kAfler. pogs M. Welt p. 179.
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¢ 4P praflice, as well of failing, as of naval aflion,”. He
tempmen, diflributed his armed veflels in proper flarions round

893

the iftand, and was fure to meet the Danifl {hips
either before or after they had landed their troops,
and to purfue them in all their incurfions. Though
the Danes might fuddenly, by furprife, difembark
on the coafl, which was generally become delolate
by their frequent ravages, they were encountered
by the Englith fleer in their retreat; and elcaped
not, as former ly, by abandoning their booty, but
paid, by their total deftrution, the penalty of the
diforders which they had committed,)

" In this manner Alfred repetled feveral inroads of
thelfe piratical Danes, and mamtamed his kingdom,

‘during fome years, in fafety and tranquiliity.. A

flect ol a hundred and twen y fhips of war was fta-
tioned upon the coaft; and being provided with
warlike enpines, as well as with expert feamen, both
Frifians and ¥, nglifh (for Alfred fupplied the de«
fects of his own fubjects by engaging able forcigners
in his fervice), maintained a luperiority over thofe
fmaller bands, with which England had fo olten
been infefted ',  But at laft Haftings, the famous
Danith chicf, having ravaged all the provinces of
Francg, both along the fea-coaft and the Loire and
Seine, and being obliged to quit that country, more
by the defolation which he himfelf had occafioned,
than by the refiftance of the inhabitants, appcared
off the coaft of Kent with a fleet of 330 fuil. The
greater part of ibe enemy difembarked in the Ro-
ther, and feized the fort of Apuldore. Haltings
himfelf, commanding a fleet of eighty fail, entered
the Thames, and fortifying Milton in Kent, began

‘to fpread his forces over the country, and to commit

the moft deftructive ravages. But Alfred, on tls
firft alarm of this defcent, flew to the dcfence of

his people, at the head of a felect band of foldu.rs, ;

i Aﬂ'cr.p 11, . Chron. Sax, p. 86,87, M. Wef. p. 176.
whom,
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whom he always kept abows his peefn "5 and ga- ST AT
thering to him the armed militia from all quartcrs, e e

appeared in the filld with a force {upeiior to the
encmy. All firaggling muties, whow necefliity, or
fove of plunder, had drawn to a diftance from their
chief encampment, were cur oft by the Yoglih® 3
and thele pirates, inflead of increafing their {poil,
found themfelves cooped up in their furtifications,
and obliged to fubfift by the plunder which they
had brought fiom France. Tired of this fituation,
which muft in the end prove tuinous to them, the
Danes at Apuldore role fuddenly from their encamp-
nient, with an iniention of marching towards the
Thames, and pafiing over into Effex: But they
efcaped not the vigilance of Alfred, who encoun-
tered them at Farnham, put them to rout ®, feized
all thuir horfes and baggage, and chafed the run-
aways on board their fhips, which cariied them up
the Culne to Merfey in I*flex, where they entrench~
ed themfelves, Halftings at the fume time, and
probably by concert, made a like movement ; and
deferting Milton, took pofleffion of Bamflete, near
the Ile of Canvey in the fame county? ; where he
haflily threw up tortifications {or his defence againft
the power of Alfred.

UnrorTunarLLy for the Englith, Guthrum,
prince of the Eafl-Anglian Danes, was now dead 3
as wasalfo Guthred, whoni the king had appointed
governor of the Northumbiians; and thofe reftlels
tribes, being no longer ruftrained by the authority
of their piinces, and beiug encoutaged by the ap-
pearance of fo great a body of their countrymen,
broke into rebellion, fhook off the authority of Al-
fred, and yielding to their inveterate habits of war
and depredation 9, embarked on boatd two hundred
and forty veliels, and appeared before Exeter in the
wefl of England.  Alhed loft nota moment in op-

m Afler, p. 19, 2 Clion. Sav. p. 92. © Ibid; p. 93.
Flor. Wigorn. p.595.  ? Chion.Sax. p.9g. 9 Ibid, p. 92,

G4 pofing
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CH AP pofing this new enemy. Having left fome forces

teempme o+ AL London to make head againdt Flaftings and the
other Danes, he marched fuddenly to the well;
and falling on the rebels before they were awate,
purfued them to their fhips with great flaughter.
Thefe ravagers failing next to Suffex, began to
plunder the country near Chichefter ; but the urder
which Alfred had every where eftablithed, fufliced
here, without his prefence, for the defence of the
place; and the rebels meeting with a new repulle,
in which many of them werc killed, and fome of
their {hips taken *, were obliged to put again to fea,
and were, difcouraged from attempting auy other
enterprife.

MEeaNWHILE, the Danith invaders in E{fex, hav.

" ing united their force under the command of Ha.
{tings, advanced into the inland country,and made
fpoil of all around them ; but foon had realon to
repent of their temerity, The Englifh army left in
London, affifted by a body of the citizens, attacked
the enemy’s entrenchments at Bamflete, overpower-
ed the garrifon, and having done great execution
upon them, carried off the wife and two funs of
Haftings *.  Alfred generoufly Ipared thefe cap-
tives ; and even reftored them to Haftings®, on
condition that he fhould depart the kingdom.

Bur though the king had thus honourably rid
himfelf of this dangerous enemy, he had not en-
tirely fubdued or expelled the invaders. The pira-
tical Danes willingly followed in an excurfion any:
profperous leader who gave them hopes of booty ;
but were not fo eafily induced to relinquith their
‘enterprife, or fubmit to return, baffled and without
plunder, into their native country, Great riumbers
of them, afier the departure of Haftings, feized and
fortified Shobuty at the mouth of the Thames; and

v

* Chron. Sax. p. 93. ¢ Ibid. p.96.* Flor. Wigorn.'ﬂ
- P 596 ¢ Chron: Sax. p.94. M. Wett, p. 178,

M. Wett. p. 179.
: ' having
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having lelt agarrifon there, they marched along the ¢ H a P.

river, till they crme to Boddington in the county of
Glocefler ; where, being reinforced hy fome Wellh,
they threw up entienchments, and prepared for
their defence. "Lhe king licre furrounded them
with the whole force of bis dorninions 5 and as he
had now a certain profpet of viclory, he refolved
to truft nothing to chance, bLut rather to malter his
encmics by famive thon afflt,  They were re-
duced to {uch cxtremities, that, having caten their
own horfes, and having many of them perifhed
with hunger *, they made a defperate fally upon the
Englith ; and though the greater number 1l in the
aflion, a confiderable body made their elcape 7.
Thele roved about {or fimwe time in England, il
purfued by the vigilance of Alived ; 13ey attacked
Leiceller with fuccels, defended themfelves in Hart-
ford, and then fled to Quatford, wherc they were
finally broken wnd fubdeed.  "The {mall rewaing of
them cither difperfed themfelves among their coun-
trymen in Northumberland and Eaft-Anglia/, or
had recourfe again to the fea, where they exercifed
.piracy, under the command of Sigefert, a North~
umbrian. This frecbooter, well acquainted with
Alfred’s naval preparations, had fiamed veflels of a
new conftruction, higher, and longer, and {wifter,
than thofc of the Englifh ; but the king foon dil-
covered his fuperior {kill, by building veflels ftill
higher, and longer, and fwiiter, than thofe of the
Northumbrians ; and falling upon them, while they
were exerciling their ravages in the weft, he took
twenty of their thips ; and having tried all the pri-
foners at Winchefter, he hanged them as pirates,
the common enemies of mankind.

. Tan well-timed [everity of this execution, toge-
ther with the excellent pofture of defence eftablithed

% Chron. Sax. p. ¢4. *Ibid, M. Weft.p. 179, Flor.
Wigorn. p. 596. ¥ Chron. Sax. p. 95» % Ibid. p. 97+
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every where, reftored full tranquillity in England,
and provided for the future fecurity of the govern-
ment, "The EBaft.Anglian and Northambrizn Danes,
on the firlt appearance of Alfred upon their {ron.
tiers, made anew the moft humble fubmiflions to
him ; and he thouphi it prudent to take them under
his immediate government, without eftablithing over
them a viceroy of their own nation®,  The Weilfh
alfo acknowledged his authority 5 and this great
prince had now, by prudence, and juftice, and va-
lour, eftablifhed his fovercignty over all the fouth-
ern parts of the ifland, from the Englith channel to
the frontiers of Scotland § when he died, in the vi.
gour of his age and the full ftrength of his faculties,
after a glorious reign of twenty-nine ycars and a
half® ; in which he defervedly attained the appella.
tion of Alfred tihe Great, and the title of Founder
of the Englifh monarchy. . '

YTue merit of this prince, both in private and
public life, may with advantage be fet in oppofition
ta that of any monarch or citizen which the annals
of any age or any nation can prefent to us. Tle
feems indeed to be the model of that perfedt cha-.
rafler, which, under the denomination of a fage or
wife man, philofophers have been {ond of delineats
ing, rather as a fition of their imagination, than in
hopes of ever fecing it really exifting : So happily
were all his virtues tempered fogether; fo juflly were
they blended ; and {o powerfully did each prevent
the other from exceeding its proper boundaries!
He knew how to reconcile the mofl enterprifing
fpirit with the coolelt moderation ; the moft obfti.
nate perfeverance with the cafieft flexibility ; the
molt fevere jultice with the gentleft lenity; the
greateft vigour in commanding with the mcfl pers
1e& affability of deporiment©; the higheft capacity

. * Flor. Wigorn. p. 568. . b Affer, p. 21, Chron,
Sax. p-oge ’ ¢ Afler. p. 130
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and inclination for fcience, with the moft fhining c v a .
talents for aflion. His civil and wmilitary virtnes T
aie almoft equally the objects of our admiration;
excepting only, that the former, being moie rare
among princes, as well as more ufeful, feem chielly
to challenge our applanfe.  Nature alfo, as if defir-
ous that fo bright a produétion of her fkill thould
be fet in the faircht light, had beflowed oun him every
bodily accomplifhment, vigour of limbs, dignity of
fhape and air, with a pleafing, eng1ging, and open
countenance . Tortune alone, by throwing him
into that barbarous age, deprived him of hiftorians
worthy to tranfmit his fame to pofterity ; and we
with to fee him delineated in more lively colours,
and with more particular {irokes, that we may at
leaft perceive fome of thofe fmall fpecks and ble.
mithes, from which, as a man, it is impofiible he
could be entirely exempted.

But we fhould give but an imperfeft idea of
Alfred’s merit, were we to confine our pariation to
his mulitary exploits, and were not more partic ular
in our account of his inflitutions for the ex.cutinn
of juftice, and of his zeal for the cacouragement of
arts and fcicnces, f

¢ArTor Alfred had fubdued, and had fettled ot
expelled the Danes, he found the kingdom in the
moft wretched condition ; defolated by the ravages
of thofe barbarians, and thrown into diforders,
“which were calculated to perpetuate its mifery,*
Though the great armies of the Danes were broken,
the country was full of ftraggling troops of that
nation, who, being accuflomed to live by plunder,
were become incapable of induftry ; and who, from
the natural ferocity of their mannes, indulged them.
felves in committing violence, even beyond what
was requifite to fupply their neceflitics. The Eng

1 Affer. p. 5.
& lith
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c B A b lith themielves, reduced to the molt extreme indi.
M. gence by thele continued depredations, had fhaken
" off all bands of government; and thofe who had
been plundered to-day, betook themfelves next day
to the like diforderly life, and, from defpair, joined
the robbers in pillaging and ruining their fellow-
'eitizens, “Thefe were the evils for which it was ne-
. weeflary that the vigilange and alivity of Alfred

> fhould provide a remedy.’

i 'TuaT he might render the execution of juftice

i€t and regular, he divided all England into coun.

.+ ties ; thefle counties he fubdivided into hundreds;

% and the hundreds into tithings) ;Every houfeholder

was an{werable for the behaviour of his family and

iflaves, and even of his guefls, if they lived gbove

‘three days in his houfe. Ten neighbouring houfe,

‘halders were formed into one corporation, who, un.

N der the name of a tithing, decennary, or fribourg,

were anfwerable for each other’s condu&, and over

whom one perfon, called a tithingman, headbourg,

"or borfholder, was appointed to prefide. {Every

‘man was punifbed as an outlaw who did not regifter

: himfelf infome tithing.: And no man could change

his habitation, without a warrant or certificate from

the borfholder of the tithing to which he formerly
belonged,

WaEN any perfon in any tithing or decennary
was guilty of a crime, the borfholder was fuinmoned
to anfwer for him; and if he were not willing to be
{furety for his appearance, and his clearing himfelf,
the criminal was committed to prifon, and there
«detained rill his trial. If he fled, either before or
after finding fureties, the borfholder and decen-
-nary became liable to enquiry, and were expofled
to the penalties of law. Thirty-one days were

. allowed them for producing .the  criminal ; and if
the time elapfed without their being able to find
him,e the borfholder, with two other members

of
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of the decennary, was obliged to appear, and, to- C Hlfl\ P,

gether with three chief membef® of the three neigh-
bouring decennaries (making twelve in all), to {wear
that his decennary was free from all privity both of
the crime committed, and of the efcape of the cri-
minal. Ifthe borfholder could not find fuch a num=
ber to anfwer for their innocence, the decennary

was compelled by fine to make fatisfaction to the -

king, according to the degree of the offence’. By
this inflitution every man was obliged from his own
intereft to keep a watchful eye over the conduét of
his neighbours ; and was in a manner furety for the
behaviour of thofe who were placed under the di-
vifion to which he belonged : Whence'thefe de.
cennaries received the name of {rank-pledges.

Sucs a regular diftribution of the people, with
fuch a firi€t confinement in their habitation, may
not be neceffary in times when men are more enured
to obedience and juftice; and it might perhaps be
regarded as deftructive of liberty and commercein a
polithed ftate; but it was well calculated to reduce
that fierce and licentious people under the falutary
reftraint'of law and government. But Alfred took
care to temper thefe rigours by other inftitutions
fivourable to the freedom of the citizens; and no-
thing could be more popular and liberal than his
plan for the adminiftration of juftice. The bor-
fholdet fummoned together his whole decennary to
aflit him in deciding any leffer difference’ which
occurred among the members of this fmall com-
munity. gn affairs of greater moment, in appeals
from the decennary, or in controverfies arifing be-
tween members of different decennaries, the caufe
was brought before the hundred, which confifted of

"ten decennaries, or a hundred families of freemen,
and which was regularly affembled_once in four
weeks ‘for the deciding of caufes®) Their me-

. #Leges St. Edw. cap. 20. apud Wilkins, p. 202.
& Leg. Edw. cap. 2.

10 thod
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¢ u apr. thod of decifion defgrves to be noted, as being the

I
bt s

origin of juries ; an ftitution, admirable in itfelf,
and the beft calcula ed for the prefervation of liberty
and the adminiftration of juftice, that ever was de-
vifed by the wit of man. Twelve frecholders were
chofen; who, having [worn, together with the hun-
dreder, or prefiding magiftrate of that divifion, to
adminiffer impartial juflice ®, procceded to the ex.
amination of that caufe which was fubmitted to their
jutildi¢tion.  And befide thcle monthly meet-
ings of the hundred, there was an annual meeting,
appointed for a more general infpetion of the po-
lice ot the diftriét; for the enquiry into crimes, the
correftion of abufes in magiftrates, and the obliging
of every perfon to thew the decennary in which he
was regiflered. The people, in imitation of their
anceftors, the ancient Germans, aflembled there in
' arms ; whence a hundred was fometimes called a
wapentake, and {its courts feyved both for the fup-
port of military dilcipline, and for the adminiftra-
tiopn of civil jullice
~ Al e next {uperior court to that of the hundred
was the county. court, which met twice a year, after
Michaelmas and Eafler, and confilted of the {ree«
holders of the county) who potlefled an equal vote
-in the decifion of caufes. (The bifthop prefided in
this court, together with the alderman ;{gnd the
proper objed of the court was the receiving of ap-
. peals from the hundreds and decennariesy and the
- deciding of {uch controverfies s arofe between men
. of different hundrcde? {Formerly, the alderman
. poflefled both the civiland military authority 3 but
~ Alfred, fenfible that this conjunétion of powers ren-
dered the nobility dangerous and independent, ap-
pointed alfo a theriff in each countyywho enjoyed a
*"€8-ordinate authority with the former in the judicial

b Feedus Alfred, and Gothurn, apud Wilkins, cap. 3. p. 47.
. Leg. Tthelftuni, cap. 2. apud Wilkins, p.58. LL. Ethclr.
§ 4. Wilkins, p. 117, 1 Spelman, in wose Wapéntake,

funéion.
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funftion %, His office alfo impowered him to guard c u a #..

the vghts of the crown in the county, and to levy
the fines impoled ; which in that age formed no
contemptible part of the public revenue.

Tuere lay an appeal, in defanlt of juftice, from
all thefe courts to the king himfelf in council ; and
as the people, fenfible of the equity and great talents
of Alfred, placed their chief confidence in him, he
was foon overwhelimed with appeals from all parts
of England. He was indefatigable in the difpatch
of thefe caufes '; but finding that his time muft be
entirely engroffed by this branch of duty, he re-
folved to cbviate the inconvenience, by correfling
the ignorance or corruption of the inferior magif.
trates, from which it arofe™ He took care to
have his nobility inftructed in letters and the law " :
He chofe the earls and fheriffs from among the men
moft celebrated for probity and knowledge: He
punithed [everely all malverfation in office®: And
he removed all the earls, whom he found unegual
to the truit *; allowing only fome of the more el-
derly to ferve by a deputy, till their death fhould
make room for more worthy fucccfiors.

Tz better to guide the magiftrates in the admi-

niftration of jultice, Alfred framed a body of laws ;
which, though now loft, ferved long as the bafis of
“Englith jurifprudence, and is generally deemed the

origin of what is denominated the common rAw,

He appointed regular meetings of the ftates of
. England twice a yeat in London *; a city which he
himfelf bad repaired and beautified, and which he
thus rendered the capital of the kingdom. - The fimi«
larity of thefe inftitutions to the cuftoms of the an.
cient Germans, to the praice of the other northern
conquerors, and to the Saxon laws during the Hep-
kIngulf. p.870., ! Affer. p. 20. m Ibid. p. 18. 21,
Flor Wigora. p. §04. Abbas Rieval, p. 355, a Flor.

Wigorn. p, 594. Brompton, p. 814, 9 Le Maroir de
Juttice, chap.z. P Affer, I; 20. 2 Le Miroir de Juftice.

tarchy,
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¢ H A . tarchy, prevents us from regarding Alfred as the
- fole author of this plan of government ; and leads
v us rather to think, that, like a wife man, he con-
tented himfelf with reforming. extending, and exe.
cuting the inftitutions which he found previoufl
t¥eftablithed. {But, on the whole,ifuch fuccefls afl}
tended his legiflation, that every thing bore fud.
denly a new face in England: Robberies and ini.f
quities of all kinds were repreffed by the punithy °
ment or reformation of the criminals*: And fo}
exa& was the general police, that Alfred, it is faid,t
hung up, by way of bravado, golden bracelets near}
the highways; and no man dared to touch them ®.}
Yet, amidft thefe rigours of juttice, this great prince ;
preferved the moft facred regard to the liberty of
" “his people: and it is a memorable fentiment pre..
ferved in his will, that it was jult the Englith thould
fg}rﬂever remain as {ree as their own thoughts®.
As good morals and knowledge are almoft infe-
arable, in every age, though not in every indivi-
fdual 3(the care of Alfred for the encouragement of
{learping among his fubjefls, was another uleful
‘branch of his legiflation, and tended to reclaim the
. Englifh from their former diffolute and ferocious
- jmanners : But the king was guided in this purfuit,
i lefs by political views, than by his natural bent and
ypropentfity towards lettersd, ‘When he came to the
sthrong, he found the nafion funk into the groffeft
tignorance and barbarifm,) proceeding from the con-
tinued diforders in the government, and from the
‘ravages of the Danes : {[he monafteries were de-
firoyed, the monks butcheted or difperfed, their
libraries burnt ; and thus the only feats of erudition
in thofe ages were totally fubverted,) Alfred him-
Telf complains, that on his acceffion he knew. not
one petfon, fouth of the Thames, who could fo
much 2s interpret the Latin fervice; and' very few

* Ifigulf. p.ay. ©  oW. Malmef. lib, 2. cap. 4.
t Adffer, _p}.)zq.:l .. . 4
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In the northetn parts, who had even reached that ¢ H a P.
-pitch of erudition. But this prince invited over the 5.,

:molt celebrated fcholars from all parts of Europe 3
ihe eftablithed fchools every where for the inftruc-
tion of his people; he founded, at leaft repaired,
jthe univerfity of Oxford,and endowed it with many
“privileges, revenues, and immunities ;(;fle enjoined,
by law all freeholders poffefled of two hydes® of
land or more to fend their children to fchool for
i their inftru&ion ; he gave preferment both in church
and ftate to fuch only, as had made fome profix
ciency in knowledge : {And by all thefe expedients

be had the fatisfaction, before his death, to fee a_

" great change in the face of affairs ; andiin a wotk of
his, which is flill extant, he congratulates himfelf
on the progrefs which learning, umlﬁl' his patron-
age, had already made in England. j o
~* Bur the moft effetual expedient, employed b¥
_Alfred, for the encouragement of learhing, was his
own example, and the conftant afliduity with which;
‘notwithftanding the multiplicily and urgency of his
jaffairs, he employed himfelf in the purluits of
Kknowledge.: He ulually divided his time into threé
equal portions : One was employed in fleep, and
the refection of his body by diet and exercife ; an~
other in the difpatch of bufinefs; a third in ftudy
and devotion ; and that he might mote exatly mea-
fure the hours, he made ufe of burning tapers of
equal length, which he fixed in lanthorns * 5 an ex-
pedient fuited to that rude age, when the geometry
of dialling, and the mechanifn of clocks and
watches, were totally unknown. And by fuch a
tegular diltribution of his time, though he often la-
boured under great bodily infirmities*, this martial
hero, who fought in perfon fifty-fix batiles by fea
"' ® A hyde contained land fufficient to employ one plough. See

H. Hunt, lib. 6. in A. D. 1008:  Apnal Wavarl, in A. D.
1083. Gervale of Tilbury fays, it commonly contained about

00 agres: ¥ Afier, p. 20, W. Malm, Lib. 27 cap. 4.
Ingulf, p. 870 * Afler, pege 12, 13- 570,
Voi. L -H and
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cH AP and land?, wasable, during a life of no extraordfs
oy ‘nary length, to acquirc more knowledge, and eveit
to compofe more books, than moft ftudious men,
‘though blefled with the greatelt leifure and applica-
.tion, have, in more fortunate ages, made the obs
jet of their uninterrupted induftry, - v
¢ ScnsiBLE that the people,’ at all times, efpecially:
.. when their underftandings arc obftructed by igno-
: rance and bad education, @re not much fufceptible
 of fpeculative inftrution, Alfred endeavoured td
. convey his morality by apologues, parables, ftories,.
* apopthegms, couched in poetry ;! and befides pro~
pagating, among his fubjets, former compofitiong
. of that kind, which he found in the Saxon tongue?,
he exercifed his genius;in inventing works of a like
nature *, as well asiin tranflating from the Greek the
elegant {ables of Zifop: He alfo gave Saxon tranfs
Tations of Orofius’s and Bede’s hiftories ; and of
Boethius concerning the conlolation of philofophy "
+And he deemed it nowife derogatory from his other
great charalters of fovereign, legiilator, wartior,
and politiciant, thus to lead the way to his peoplein :
the purluits of litcrature, &’ '
MeanwinLe, this prince was not negligent in
encouraging the vulgar and mechanical aits, which
haveamore lenfible, though nota clofer, conneétion
with the interells of fociety. He invited, from all
quarters, induftrious forcigners to repeople his
‘country, which had been defolated by the ravages of
the Dancs ®.  He introduced and encouraged manu«
fattures of all kinds; and no inventor or improver
of any ingenious art did he fuffer to go unrewarded .
He prompted men of a&tivity to betake themfelves
to navigation, to pufh commerce into the moft re-
mote countries, and to acquire riches by propagating

+« ¥'W. Malm. Iib. 4. cap. 4 z Affer, p.13.  * Spel-
man, pyiz4. Abbas Rieval,p.335. bW, Malm. lib. 24
cip. 4. DBrompton,p. 814, . - =Affer.p,13. Flor. Wi
gorn. p. 588, ... ¢ Affer pozo: o
Ve o . - induftry



A LFRE D

29

induftry among their fellow-citizens. He fet apart ¢ H A P,

a feventh portion of his own revenue for maintain -
ing a number of workmen, whom he conflantly
employed in rebuilding the roined citics, caltles,
palaces, and monalteries ©.  Even the elegancies of
life were brought to him from the Mediterranean,
and the Indies; and his fubjedls, by fecing thote
produétinns of the peaceful arrs, were taught tore-
{ped the virtues of juftice and induftry, from which
alone 1hey could arife.  Both living and dead, Al-
fred was regardea Ly foreigners, no lefs than by his
own fubjc@s, as the greatelt prince after Charlex
magne rhat had appeared in Europe during feveral
ages, and as one of the wilelt and beft that cver
adorned the annals of any nation,

AvrrreD had, by his wife, Ethelfwitha, daughter
of a Mercian earl, three fons and three daughters,
The eldeft fon, Edmund, died without iffue, in his
father’s lifetime. The third, Ethelward, inherited
his father’s paffion for letters, and lived a private life.
The fecond, Edward, fucceeded to his power ; and
pafles by the appellation of Ldward the Flder, being
the firlt of that name who fat on the £nglith throne,

EDWARD the Elder.

: THIS prince, who equalled his father in military

' talents, though inferior to him in knowledge
and erudition €, found immediately on his accefe
fion, a fpecimen of that turbulent life to which all
princes, and even all individvals, were expofed, in
an age when men, lefs reftrained by law or juftice,
and lefs occupied by induftry, had no aliment for
their inquietude, but wars, infurreftions, convul-
‘fions, rapihe, -and depredation. Fthelwald, his
coufin:german, fon of king Ethelbert, the elder

. ¢ Affer, p.20, W, Malmef. lib. 2, cap. 4, f W.Malm,
ib. 20 enp 4. =W, Malmef. lib, 2. cap. 5.

Hoveden, p 421, - .
H2 - brother

Il
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o1,



100

HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

¢ H A P, brother of Alfred, infifted on a preferable title® 4

. AL

and arming his partizans, took pofieflion of Win.
bourne, where he feemed determined to defend
him{elf to the laft extremity, and to wait the iffue of
his pretenfions’. But when the king approached
the town with a great army, Ethelwald, having the
profpet of certain deftruétion, made his efcape, and
fled firft into Normandy, then into Northumber.
land ; where he hoped that the people who had been
recently fubdued by Alfred, and who were impatient
of peace, would on the intelligence of that great
prince’s death, feize the firft pretence or opportunity
of rebellion. The event did not difappoint his ex.
pectations: The Northumbrians declared for him* ;
and Ethelwald having thus connefted his interefts
with the Danifh tribes, went beyond fea, and col
lelting a body of thefe freebooters, he excited the
hopes of all thofe who had been accuftomed to fub-
filt by rapine and violence'. The Eaft-Anglian,
Danes joined his party : The Five-burgers, who
were feated in the heart of Mercla, began to put
themfelves in motion ; and the Englifh found that
they were again menaced with thofe convulfions,
from which the valour and policy of Alfred had fo
lately refcued them. The rebels, headed by Ethel-
wald, made an incurfion into the counties of Glo-
cefter, Oxford, and Wilts; and having exercifed
their ravagesin thefe places, they retired with their

" booty, before the king, who had affembled an drmy,

was able to approach them. Edward, however,
who was determined that his preparations fhould not
be fruitlels, conduted his forces into Eaft-Anglia,
and retaliated the injuries which the inhabitants had
committed, by fpreading the like devaftation among
them. Satiated with revenge, and loaded with
booty, he gave orders to retire: But the authority

b Chron. Sax. p.99, 100. {'Ihid. p. 100, H. Hunting.
kib. 57p. 532, ¥ Chron, 8ax. p. 100. H. Hunting, lib: 5.
p-352. ! €Chron, Sax. p. 100, Chron, Abb, St. Petride
Burgo, py 24. - ' - ;

o
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of thofe ancient kings, which was feeble in peace, c H A P.
was not rauch better eftablithed in the field ; and _j:___‘
the Kentith men, greedy of more fpoil, ventured,
contrary to ‘repeated orders, to ftay behind him,
and to take up their quarters in Bury. This dil-
obedience proved in the iffue fortunate to Edward,
The Danes affaulted the Kentith men; but met
with fo vigorous a refiflance, that, though they
gained the field of battle, they bought that advan-
tage by the lofs-of their braveft leaders, and among
the reft, by that of Ethelwald, who perithed in the
altion™ The king, freed from the fear of fo dan-
gerous a competitor, made peace on advantageous
terms with the Eaft-Anples "

In order to reftore England to fuch a ftate of
tranquillity as it was then capable of attaining,
nought was wanting but the fubjetion of the Nor-
thumbrians, who, affifted by the {cattered Danes in
Mercia, continually infefted the bowels of the king-
dom. Edward, in order to divert the force of thefe
enemies, prepared a fleet to attack them by fea ;
hoping that when his fhips appeared on their coaft,
they muft at lealt remain at home, and provide for
their defence. But the Northumbrians were lefs
anxious to fecure their own property, than greedy to
commit {poil on their enemy ; and concluding, that
the chief ftrength of the Englith was embarked on
board the fleet, they thought the opportunity fa-
vourable, and entered Edward’s territories with all
their forces. The king, who was prepared againft
this event, attacked them on their return at Teten-
hall in the county of Stafford, putthem to rout, re-
covered all the booty, and purfued them with great
{laughter into their own country.

AvL the ret of Edward’s reign was a feene of
continued and fuccefsful aftion againft the Nor-
thumbrians, the Eaft-Angles, the Five-burgers,

. ) °
= Chron, Sax. p. 101. Brompton, p. 832. 2 Chroun.
®ax. p, 102, * Brompton, p. 832. Matth, Welt. p. 18%
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and the foreign Danes, who invaded him {from Noy.
mandy and Brittany. Nor was helels provideat jn
putting Lis kinedom in a pollure of defence, than
vigorous in aflaulting the enemy. He fortified the
towns of Chefler, Eddefbury, Warwick, Cherbury,.
Buckingham, Towcelter, Maldon, Huntingdon,
and Colchefter. He fought two fignal battles at
Temsford and Maldon ®. He vanquifhed Thurke.
till, a great Danilh chief, and obliged him to retire.
with his followers into France, in quelt of fpoil and
adventures. He fubdued the Eaflt-Angles, and
forced them to fwear allegiance to him: He ex.
pelled the two rival princes of Northumberland,
Reginald and Sidroc, and acquired, for the prefent,
the dominions of that province : Several tribes of
the Britons were fubjeted by him ; and even the
Scots, who, during the rrign of Eghert, had, un.
der the conduft of Kenneth, their king, increaled
their power by the final {ubjeion of the Pi&ts, were
neverthelefs obliged to give him marks of {ubmif-
fion®. In all thefe fortunate achicvements he was.

. affifted by the adlivity and prudence of his filter

Ethelfleda, who was ‘widow of Ethelbert, earl of
Mercia, and who, after her huib.nd’s death, re-
tained the government of that' province. This
princefs, who had been reduced to extremity in
child-bed, refufed afterwards all commerce with her
hufband ; not from any weak fuperiition, as was
common in that age, but becaule the deew.cd ull
domeftic occupations unworthy of her wafculine
and ambitious fpirit% She died before her bro-
ther; and Edward, during the remainder of his
reign, took upon himfelf the immediate government
of Mercia, which before had been eutrufted to the
authority of a governor®, The Saxen Chronicle

* Chron, Sa:::n p- to8." Flor, Wigorﬁ‘. p.for. P Chron.

Sax,p. 1.0 Houveden, po 421, 4 W, Malmef. lib, 2.
cap. 5. Matth. Welt, p. 182, Ingulf, p- 28, Higden,
p- 261, ¥ Chroh. Sax, p. 110, %rompton, p- 831.
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fixes the death of this princein 924 *: Hiskingdom
devolved to Athelftan, his natural fon,

~ ATHELSTAN:

THE {tainin this prince’s birth was not, in thofe
times, deemed fo confiderable as to exclude
him from the throne; and Athelftan, being of an
age, as wellas of a capacity, fitted for government,
obtained the preference ro Edward’s younger chil-
dren, who, though legitimate, were of too tender
years to rule a nation fo much expofed both to fo-
reign invafion and to domeflic convulfions. Some
dilcontents, however, prevailed on his acceffion ;
and Alfred, a nobleman of confiderable power, was

thence encouraged to enter into a conlpiracy againft”

him. ‘This, incident is related by hiftorians with

circumftances which the reader, according to the de-

gree of credit -he is difpofed to give them, may im-
pute either to the invention of monks, who forged
them, or to their artifice, who found means of mak-
ing them real. Alfred, it is faid, being feized upon
firong fufpicions, but without any certain proof,
firmly denied the confpiracy inputed to him; and
in order to juftify himlelf, he offered to fwear to his
innocence before the pope, whofe perfon, it was {up-
pofed, contained fuch fuperior fanétity, that no one
could prefume ro give a falfe oath in his prefence,
and yet hope to elcape the immediate vengeance of
Heaven. The king accepted of the condition, and
Alfred was condulled to Rome ; where, either con-
fcious of his innocence, or negleting the fuperfti~
tion to which he appealed, he ventured to makethe
- oath required of him, betore John, who then filled

103
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‘the papal chair. DBut-no fooner had he pronounced -

the.faral words, than he fell into convulfions, of
which three days alter he expired. The king, as
\ tPygesio. .

1y ' i#



104 HISTORY OF ENGLAND,

2 Hx IA P. if the guilt of the confpirator were now fully afeer-

oy t2ined, confifcated his eftate, and made a prefent of
it to the monaftery of Malmefbury*; fecure that
no doubts would ever thenceforth be entertained
concerning the jultice of his proceedings.

Tre dominion of Athelftan was no fooner efta.
blithed over his Englith fubjeéts, than he endeas
voured to give fecurity to the government, by pro.
viding againft the infurreQions of the Danes, which
had created fo much difturbance to his predeceflors.
He marched into Northumberland ; and finding
that the inhabitants bore with impatience the Englilﬁ
yoke, he thought it prudent to confer on Sithric; a
Danith nobleman, the title of King, and to attach
him to his interefts, by giving him his fifter, Editha,
in marriage. Bur this policy proved by accident
the fource of dangerous confequences. Sithric died
in a twelvemonth after ; and his two fons by a for.
mer marriage, Anlaf and Godfrid, founding pre.
tenfions on their father's elevation, affumed the fo.
vereignty without waiting for Athelftan’s confent,
"T'hey were foon expelled by the power of that mo-
narch ; ang the former took fhelter in Ireland, as
the latter did in Scotland ; where he received, dur-
ing fome time, protettion from Conftantine, who
then enjoyed the crown of that kingdom, The
Scottith prince, however, continually folicited, and
even menaced by Athelftan, at laft promifed to de-
liver up his gueit ; but fecretly detefting this trea.
chery; he gave Godfrid warning to make his ef
cape™; and that fugitive, after {ubfilting by piracy
for fome years, freed the king, by his death, from
any farther anxiety. Athelftan, refenting Conftan.
tine’s behaviour, entered Scotland with an army 3
and ravaging the country with impunity ¥, he re-
duced the Scots to fuch diftrefs, that their king wag

¢ 'W. Malm. lib. 2. cap. 6, Spell. Conc. p. 407. -

W ﬂahﬁ. lib. 2. (_:ap'. 6. Ve ¥ Chran, ‘Saxy p. 111s
Hoveden, p. 422,  H. Hunling. lib. 5. p. 354 ‘
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content to preferve his crown, by making fubmils c s ar.

fions to the enciny. The Englifh hiftorjans aflert*,
that Conltantine did howmage to Athelftan for his
kingdom; and they add, that the latter prince,
being urged by liis courtiers to pufh the prelent fa.
vourable upportunity, and entirely fubdue Saotland,
replied, that it was more glorious to confer than
conquer kingdoms Y, But thofe annals, fo uncer-
tain and imperte€t in themfelves, lofe all credit,
when national prepofleifions and animofities have
place s And ou that account, the Scotch hiftorians,
who, without having any more knowledge of the
matter, firenuoudly dzny the fact, feem more worthy
of belief.

ConsTaNTINE, whether hie owed thie retaining of
his crown to the moderation of Athelitan, who wag
pnwillmg to employ all his advantages againft him,
or to the policy of that prince, who eftecemed the
humiliation of an enemy a greater acquifition than,
the fubjeion of a difcontented and mutinous peo~
ple, thought the behaviour of the Englith monarch
more an obje& of refentment than of gratitude,
He entered into a confederacy with Anlaf, who had
colleted a great body of Danilh pirates, whom he
found hovering in the Irith feas; and with fome
Welth princes, who were terrified at the growing

ower of Athelftan: And all thefe allies made by
concert an irrnption with a great army into Eng-
land.  Arthelitan, colleting his forces, met the
enemy near Brunfbury in Northumberland, and de-
feated them in a general engagement. This victory
was chiefly afcribed to the valour of Turketul, the
Englifh chancellor: For in thofe turbulent ages no
one was fo much occupied in civil employments, as
wholly to lay afide the military charaéter “

* Hoveden, p. 422, ¥ W. Malm, lib. 2, cap. 6. Anglia
Sacra, vol. i, p. 212. % The office of chanceller among the An-
glo-Saxons refembled more that of a fecretary of Rate, thin that
of our prefent chumcellor.  See Spellman in voce Cancellarius.

THERE

1T
S s 4



156
CImamn
It
Qg ramypaisecnd

HISTORY O ENGLAND,

'THere-Is o circumftance not unworthy of no..

tice, which hillorians relate, with regard to the tranf.
aCtions of this war. Anlaf, on the approach of the

Englith army, thought that he could not venture too.

much to enfure a fortunate event; and employing

the artificc formerly praifed by Alfred againlt the -

Danes, he enterud the enemy’s camp in the habit
of aminflre!, The firatagem was {or the prefent
attended with like fuccefs. Ide gave fuch fatif.
faétion to the foldiers, who flocked about him, that
they introduced him to the king’s tent ; and Anlaf,
having played before that prince and his nobles
during their repalt, was difmiffed with a handfome

reward, His prudence kept him from refufing the,

prefent ; bat his pride determined him, on his de.
parture, to bury it, while he fancied that he was

upefpied by all theworld. But a foldier in Athel~

flan’s camp, who had formerly ferved under Anlaf,
had been {truck with fome fufpicion on the firft ap-
pearance of the minfltrel ; and was engaged by cu.

riofity to obferve all his motions. He regarded this-

laft aftion as a full proof of Anlaf’s difguile; and
heimmediately carried the intelligence to Athelftan,
who blamed him for not fooner giving him inform-
ation, that he might have feized his enemy. But.
the loldier told him, that, as he had formerly fworn
fealty to Anlaf, he could never have pardoned him-
felf the treachery of betraying and roining his an-
cient malter ; and that Athelftan himfelf, after fuch
an inflance of his criminal conduét, would have had
equal reafon to diltruft bis allegiance. Athelffan,
huving praifed the gencrofity of the foldier’s prin-
ciples, refle¢ted on the incident, which he forclaw
might be attended. with important conlequences.

He removed his fation in the camp; and asa bi-

fhop arrived that evening with a reinforcement of

troops (for the ecclefiaflics wefe then no lefs war-

like than the civil magiftrates), he occupied by his
train that very place which had been left vacant by
. ' the
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the king’s remaval.  The precaution of Athel(lan ¢ m ap,

was found prudent: For no fooner had darknels
fallen, than Anla{ broke into the camp, and haflen-
ing diteCtly to the plice where he had left the
king’s tent, put the bithop to death before he had
time to prepare for his defence *

Tuirs fell feveral Danith and Welfh princes in
the adtion of Brunfbury®; and Conftantine and
- Anlaf made their efcape with difliculty, leaving the
greater part of their army on the ficld of batile,
After this fuccels, Athelltan enjoyed his crown in
tranquillity ; and he is regarded as one of the
ableft and moft adtive of thofe ancient princes. He
pafled a remarkable law, which was calculated for
the enccuragement of commerce, and which it re.
quired fome liberality of mind in that age to have
devifed: That a merchant, who had made three
long fea-voyages on his own account, thould be ad-
mitted to the rank of a thane or gentleman. This
prince died at Glocefter in the year 941 ¢, after a
reign of fixteen years, and was fucceeded by Ed.
mund his legitimate brother.

: ED M'U N D.
EDMUND, on his acceflion, met with difturb.
-~ ance from the reftlefs Northumbrians, who lay
in wait for every opportunity of breaking into rebel-
lion. But marching fuddenly with his forces into
their country, he {o overawed the rebels, that they
endeavoured to appeafe him by the moft humble
fubmiflions %, In order to give him the furer piedge
of their obedience, they offered to embraca Chrif-
tianity ; a religion which the Englith Danes had
frequently profelled, when reduced to difficulties,
but which, for that very reafon, they regardedas a
& W, Malmef. lib. 2. cap. 6, Higden, p. 263, b Bromp-
ton, . 839.  Ingulf, p. 29. ¢ Chrona 8ax. p» 144
* 4'W. Malmef, lib, 2, cap. 7.  Brompton, p. 857
jz-.- . - - ‘ ' badge
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¢ H A ». badge of fervitude, nnd fhook oll as foon as a fa.

946.

vourable opportunity offered. Edmund, truftin
little to their fincerity in this forced (ubmiflion, ufed
the precaution of revoving the Vive-burgers from
the towns of Morcia, in which they had been al
lowed to fettle; becaufl: it was always found, that
they took advaniage of every commotion, and in.
troduced the rebellious or foreign Danes into the
heart of the kingdom. He allo conquered Cum.
berland {from the Britons ; and conferred that ter-
ritory on Malcolm king of Scotland, on condition
that he fhould do him homage for it, and protett
the north from all future incurfions of the Danes.

EpmunD was young when he came to the crown;
yet was his reign fhort, as his dcath was violent.
One day as he was folemnizing a feftival in the
county of Glocelter, he remarked, that Leolf, a
notorious robber, whom he had fentenced to ba-
nithment, had yet the boldnefs to enter the hall
where he himfelf dined, and to fit at table with his
attendants, Enraged at this infolence, he ordered
him to leave the room; but on his refufing to obey,
the king, whofe temper, naturally choleric, was in-
flamed by this additional infult, leaped on him him.
felf, and feifed him by the hair: But the ruffian,
pufhed to extremity, drew his dagger, and gave
Ldmund 2 wound, of which he immediately ex-
pired. 'This event happened in the year 946, and
in the fixth year of the king’s reign. Edmund left
male iffue, but fo young, that they were incapable
of governing the kingdom ; and his brother, Ed."
red, was promoted to the throne.

EDRE D,

HIE reign of this prince, as thofe of his pres
+ = deceflors, was difturbed by the rebellions and
incurflons of the Northumbrian Danes, who,though
frequently quelled, were never entirely fubdted,
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"nor had ever paid a fincere allegiance to the crown
of England.  The acceffion of a new king feemed
to them a favourable opportunity for fhaking off
the yoke; but on Edred’s appearance with an army,
they made him their wonted fubmiffions; and the
king having walted the country with fire and
fword, as a punifhment of their rebellion, obliged
them to renew their oath of allegiance; and he
ftraight retired with his forces. The obedience of
the Danes lafted no longer than the prefent terror.
Provoked at the devaftations of Edred, and even
reduced by neceflity to fubfift on plunder, they
broke into a new rebellion, and were again fub-
dued : But the king, now inftru&ted by experience,
took great precautions againft their future revolt.
He fixed Englith garrifons in their moft confider~
able towns ; and placed over them an Englith go-
vernor, who might watch all their motions, and
fupprels any infwrreftion on-its firft appearance.
He obliged alfo Malcolm, king of Scotland, to re-
new his homage for the lpnds which he held in
England.

Eprep, though not unwarlike, nor unfit for

‘a&tivelife, lay under the influence of the loweft fu~.

perftition, and had blindly delivered over his con-
{cience to the guidance of Dunftan, commonly
called St. Dunftan, abbot of Glaftenbury, whom
he advanced to the higheft offices, and who co-
vered, under the appearance of fan&ity, the moft
violent and moft infolent ambition. Taking ad-
vantage of the implicit confidence repofed in him
by theking, this churchman imported into’ Eng-
land a new order of monks, who much changed the
ftate of ecclefiaftical affairs, and excited, on their
firlt eftablifhment, the moft violent commotions.
From the introduétion of Chriltianity among the
Saxons, there had been monafteries in England;
.and thefe eftablifaments had extremely mulsplied,
by the donations of the princes and nobles; whole
' : fuperfti.

109
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¢ H AP fuperflition, derived from their iguorance and pres
Ramprnd CArious life, and increafed by remorfes for the.
crimes into which they were {o frequently betrayed,

. knew no other expedient for appeafing the Deity
than a profufe liberality towards the ecclefiaflics.
But the monks had hitherto been a fpecies of fecu-
Tar priefts, who lived after the manner of the prefent
canons or prebendaries, and were both intermingled
in fome degree with the world, and endeavoured
to render themfelves ufeful to it, They were em-
ployed in the education of youth *: They had the
difpofal of their own time and induftry : They were
not fubjeted to the rigid rules of an order: They
had made no vows of implicit obedience to their
fuperiors f: And they flill retained the choice, with.
out quitting the convent, either of a married or a
fingle life 8. But a miftaken piety had produced in
Italy a new fpecies of mouks called Benediétines ;
who, carrying farther the plaufible principles of
mortification, fecluded themfelves entirely from the
world, renounced all claim to liberty, and made a
merit of the moft inviolable chaftity. Thefe prac-
tices and principles, which fuperflition at firft en-
gendered, were greedily embraced and promoted by
.the policy of the court of Rome., "The Roman
pontiff, who was making every day great advances
towards an abfolute fovereignty over the eccle-
fiaftics, perceived that the celibacy of the clergy
-alone could break off entirely their connexion with
the civil power, and depriving them of every other
-obje& of ambition, engage them to promote, with

' .unceafing induftry, the grandeur of their own order.
_-He was fenfible, that fo long as the monks were in-
dulged in marriage, and were permitted to rear fa-
milies, they never could be, fubjefted to ftrict dif-
.cipline, or reduced to that flavery under their

¢ Ofberne in Anglia Sacra, tom, 2. p. 92. ' fOlberne, p. g1
& Scc Wharton’s notes to Anglia Sacra, tom. 2. p. g1, Get-
“vale, p. 1645,  Chron, Wint, M8, apud Spell. Conc. p. 434-

. 6 fuperiots,
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fuperiors, which was requifite- to procure to the ¢ H a p,

mandates, iffued from Rome, a ready and zcalous

obedience. Celibacy, therefore, bzgan to be ex«
tolled, as the indifpenfable duty of priefts ; and the
pope undertook to make all the clergy throughout
the weftern world renounce at once the privilege of
marriage 1 A fortunate policy; but at the fame
time an undertaking the moft difficult of any, fince
he had the ftrongelt propenfitics of human nature
to encounter, and found, that the fame connexions
with the female fex, which generally encourage de-
yotion, were here unfavourable to the fuccefs of his
project. It isno wonder, thercfore, that this naf.
ter-ftroke of art fhould have met with violent con-
tradiéion,” and that the interefts of the hierarchy,
and the inclinations of the priefts, heing now placed
in this fingular oppofition, fhould, notwithftanding
the continued efforts of Rome, have relarded the
execution of that bold fcheme during the courle of
near three centuries. ‘ - ‘

As the bifhops and parochial clergy lived apart
with their {families, and were more counelled with
the world, the hopes of fuccels with them were
fainter ; and the pretence for making them renounce
marriage was much lefs plaufible. But the pope,
having caft his eye on the monks as the bafis of his
authority, was determined fo reduce them under
firict-rules of obedience, to procure them the credit
of fan@ity by an appearance of the moft rigid mor-
tification, and to break off all their other ties which
might interfere with his fpiritual policy. Under
pretence, therefore, of reforming abufes, which
were, in fomé degree, unavoidable in the ancient
eftablifhments, he had already fpread over the
fouthern countries of Europe the fevere laws of the
monaftic life, and began to form attempts towards
alike jnnovatiop in Fngland. The favourable op-
portunity offered itfelf (and it was greedily feizad),
. arifing
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arifing from the weak fuperftition of Edred, and
the violent impetuous character of Dunitan.

-! DunsTAN was born of noble parents in the welt
of England ; and being educated under his uncle
Aldhelm, then archbifhop of Canterbury. had be.
taken hiwfelf to the ecclefiaftical life, and had ac-
quired fome charater in the court of Edmund,
He was, however, repr:cnted to that prince as a
man of licentious manners® : And finding his for-
tune blafted by thefe fulpicions, his ardent ambition
prompted him to repair his indifcreticns, by run.
ning into an oppofite extreme. He fecluded him-
felf entirely from the world; he framed a cell fo
fmall, that he could neither ftand ere@ in it, nor
{ftretch out his limbs during his rcpole; and he’
here employed himfelf perp-:ually either in devotion
or in manual labour ' It is probuble, that his brain
became gradually crazed by thele iolitary occupa.
tions, and that his head was filled with chimeras,
which being believed by hiwfelt and his ftupid vo-
taries, procured him the generul charatter of
fanttity among the people. He funcied that the
devil, among the frequent vifits which he paid him,
wus one day more earneft than ufual in his tempta.
tions; till Dunftan, provolked at his importunity,
feized him by the nofe with a pair of red-hot pins
cers, as he pur his head into the cell ; and he held
him there, till that malignant {pirit made the whole
neighbourhood refound with his bellowings. This
notable exploit . was ferioufly credited and extolled
b{ the public ; it is tranfmitted to pofterity by one
who, confidering the age in which he lived, may
pafs for a writer of fome elegance *; and it enfured
to Dunftan a reputation which no real piety, much
lefs virtue, could, even in the moft enlightened pe-
riod, have ever procured him with the peopls.

h Oiberne; p. 95. Matth, Welk, p. 187, iO{ber'ﬁe,

SUPPORTED



E D R E Dv 113

SuprporTED by the chara@er obtained in his re- ¢ H & @,
treat, Dunftan appeared again in the world; and ‘_,f.f,...,
gained fuch an afcendant over Edred, who had fuc. '
ceeded to the crown, as made him not only the
direCtor of that prince’s confcience, but his coun-
fellor in the moft momentous affairs of govern.
ment. He was placed at the head of the treafury?,
and being thus poflefled both of power at court, and
of credit with the populace, he was enabled to at-
tempt with fuccefs the moft arduous enterprifes.
Finding that his advancement had been owing to
the opinion of his aufterity, he profefled himfelf a
partizan of the rigid monaftic rules ; and after in-
troducing that reformation into the convents of
Glaftenbury and Abingdon, he endeavoured to
render it univerfal in the kingdom: ,

Tae minds of men were already well prepared
for this innovation. The praifes of an inviokble
chaftity had been catried to the higheft extravagance
by fome of the firft preachers of Chriftianity among
the Saxons : The pleafures of love had been repre-
fented as incompatible with Chriftian perfetion :
And a total abftinence from all commerce with the
fex was deemed fuch a meritorious penance, as was
fufficient to atone for the greateft enormities. The
confequence feemed natural, that thofe, at leall,
who officiated at the altar fhould be clear of this
pollution; and when the do&rine of tranfubltantia-
tion, which was now creeping in", was once fully

- eftablifhed, the reverence to the real body of Chrit
in the euchariit beltowed on this argument an addi-
. tional force and influence. The monks knew how
to avail themfelves of all thefe popular topics, and.
to fet off their own chara&er to the beft advantage.
‘They affeted the greateft aufterity of life and man-
ners: They indulged themfelves in the higheft
ftrains of devotion: They inveighed bitterly againit

1 Ofberne, p. 102, Wallingford, p. 541 mSpell.
* Conc, vol, i-pi 452»
Vor. 1. 1 the
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the vices and pretended luxury of the age: They
were particularly vehement againft the diffolute lives
of the fecular clergy, their rivals: Every inftance
of libertinifim in any individual of that order was re.
prefented as a general corruption : And where other
topics of defamation were wanting, their marriage
became a fure fubjeét of inveltive, and their wives
received the name of concubine, or other more op.
probrious appellation.  The feculur clergy, on the
other hand, who were numerous and rich, and pof.
feffed of the ecclefiaflical dignities, defended them.
felves with vigour, and endeavoured to retaliate
upon their adverfaries. The people were thrown
into agitation ; and few inftances occur of more
violent diffenfions, excited by the moft material dif-
ferences in religion, or rather the moft frivolous:
Since it is a juft remark, thatthe more affinity there
is between theological parties, the greater commonly
is their animofity. -

"T'HE progrels of the monks, which was become
confliderable, was fomewhar retarded by the death
of Edred, their partifan, who expired after a reign
of nin¢ years”: He left children; but as they
were infants, his nephew Edwy, fon of Edmund,
was placed on the throne,

ED WY,

EDWY, at the time of his acceffion, was not above

fixteen or feventeen years of age, was poflefled
of the moft amiable figure, and was even endowéd;
according to authentic accounts, with the moft pro-
mifing virtues®. He would have been the favourite

. of his people, had he not unhappily, at the com-

niencement of his reign, been engaged in a contro~

verly with the monks, whofe rage neitHer the graces

of the body nor virtues of the mind could mitigate,
e .

* Chron, Szx. p. 115, e H. Hunting. 1ib, 5. p. 356. .
o ) . 1_\13!1(1
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and who have purfued his memory with the fame CH 4 P

unrclenting vengeance, which they exercifed againft b__..“....._.'
his perfon and dignity during his fhort and unfortu-
nate reign.  There was a beautiful princefs of the
royal blood, called Elgiva, who had made impref-
fion on the tender heart of Edwy; and as he was of
‘an age when the force of the paffions firft begins to
be felt, he had ventured, contrary to the advice of
his graveft counfellors, and the remonftrances of
the more dignified ecclefiaftics?, to efpoufe her;
though the was within the degrees of affinity prohi-
bited by the canon law %, As the aufterity, atfetted
by the monks, made them particularly violent on
this occafion, Edwy entertained a ftrong prepol-
feflion againft them; and feemed, on that account,
determined not to fecond their proje& of expelling
the feculars from all the convents, and of poflefling
themfelves of thofe rich eftablifiments,. War was
therefore declared berween theking and the monks ;
and the former foon found reafon to repent his pro-
voking fuch dangerous enemies. On the day of
his coronation, his nobility were aflembled in a great
hall, and were indulging themfelves in that riot and
diforder, which, from the example of their German
anceftors, had become habitual to the Englith*;
when Edwy, attra@ed by fofter pleafures, retired
into the queen’s apartment, and in that privacy
gave reins to his fondnels towards his wife, which
was only moderately checked by the prefence of her
mother. Dunftan conje&tured the reafon of the
king’s retreat ; and carrying along with him Odo,
archbithop of Canterbuty, over whom he had
gained an .abfolute alcendant, he burit into the
apartment; upbraided Edwy with his lafcivioul-
nefs, probably beftowed on the queen the moft op-
probrious epithet that can be applied to her fex,
and tearing him from her arms, pufhed him back,

PW. Malmef, lib, z. cap. 7. 4 1bid.
t Wallingtord, p, 542. .
Iz in
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CcH AP in 2 difgraceful manner, into the banquet of the
e nobles’. Edwy, though young, and oppofed by
the prejudices of the people, found an opportunity
of taking revenge for this public infult. He quef-
tioned Dunftan concerning the adminiftration of the
treafury during the reign of his predeceflor®; and
when that minifter refufed to give any account of
money expended, as he afﬁx-n}ed by orders of the
late king, he accufed him of malverfation in his
office, and banithed him the kingdom. But Dan.
flan’s cabal was not unative during his abfence:
"They filled the public with high panegyrics on his
fanétity : They exclaimed againft the impiety of the
king and queen: And having poifoned the minds
of the people by thefe declamations, they proceeded
to {till more outrageous aéts of violence againft the
royal authority. Archbifhop Odo fent into the pa.
lace a party of foldiers, who feized the queen ; and
having burned her facc with a red-hot iron, in
order to deftroy that fatal beauty which had feduced
Edwy, they carried her by force into Ireland, there
to remain in perpetual exile". -Edwy finding it in
vain to refift, was obliged to confent to his divorce,
which was pronounced by Odo”; and a cataftrophe,
ftill more difmal, awaited the unbappy Elgiva.
That amiable princefs, being cured of her wounds,
and having even obliterated the fcars with which
' ©do had hoped to deface her beauty, returnedinte
Yngland, and was flying to the embraces of the
-king, whom fhe {ill regarded as her hufband;
~. when fhe fell into the hands of a party, whom the
primate had fent to intercept her. Nothing but hey
death could now give fecurity .to Odo and. the
monks 3 and the moft cruel death was requifite to
fatiate their vengeance, She was hamftringed 4 and

*W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap. 7. Ofberne, p, 83. 105, M. Welh
P 195,396, t Wallingford, p. 542. Alor, Beverds

112 ® Ofberne, p. 84« Gervale, p. 1044 -
* Hoveden, p. 425, .o -

expired
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expired a few days after at Glocefter in the moft ¢ A P

acute torments*.

Tur Englifh, blinded with fuperftition, inftead
of being thocked with this inhumanity, cxclaimed
that the misfortunes of Edwy and his confort were
ajuft jndgment for their diffolute contempt of the
ecclehaftical ftatutes. 'They even proceeded to re-
bellion againft their fovercign; and having placed
Lidgar at their head, a2 younger brother of Edwy,
a boy of thirteen years of age, they foon put him
in poflefion of Mercia, Northumberland, Eaft-
Anglia ; and chaled Iidwy into the fouthern coun-
ties, That it might not be doubtful at whofe in-
ftigation this revolt was undertaken, Dunftan re.
tarned into Ingland, and took upon him the go-
vernment of Edgar and his party, Ile was fult
inflalled in the fee of Worcefter, then in that of
London?, and, on Odo’s death, and 1he violent ex.
pulfion of Brithelm, his fucceflor, in that of Can.
terbury #; of all which he long kept pofleffion,
Odo is tranfmitted to us by the monks under the
charaéter of a man of picty : Dunftan was even ca.
nonized ; and is onc of thofe numerous faints of
the fame ftamp who dilgrace the Romifh calendar.
Meanwhile the unhappy Edwy was excommuni.
cated %, and purfued with unrelenting vengeance ;
but his death, which happened foon atter, freed his
enemies from all farther inquietude, and gave Ed-
gar peaceable pofleflion of the government *,

E D G A R

THIS prince, who mounted the throne in fuch
early youth, foon difcovered an excellent capa-
city in the adminiftration of affairs ; and his reign is

x Ofberne, p. 84. Gervafe, p. 1645, 1646, ¥ Chron.
Bax. p. 117, Flor, Wigorn, p.6oy. Wallingford, p. 544
# Hoveden, p. 425 Ofberne, p. 109, % Brompton, Bt 863.

* See note [B] at the end of the volume,

I3 one
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one of the moft fortunate that we weet with in the
ancient Englith hiflory. . He fhowed no averfion to
war ; he made the wifeft preparations againft in.
vaders: And by this vigour and forefight he was
enabled, without any danger of {uffering infults, to
indulge his inclination towards peace, and to em.
ploy himlelf in fupporting and improving the inter.
nal government of his kingdom. He maintained
a body of difciplined troops; which he quartered
in the north, in order to keep the mutinous North.
umbrians in fubje&tior, and to repel the inroads of
the Scots,. He built and fupported a powerful
navy®; and that he might retain the feamen in the
pratlice of their duty, and always prefent a formi.
dable armament to his enemies, he fiationed three -
fquadrons off the coaft, and ordered them to make,
from time to time, the circuit of his dominions ¥,
The foreign Danes dared not to approach a country
which appeared in fuch a pofturc of defence: The
domeftic Danes faw inevitable deftruction to be the
confequence of their tumults and infurreftions: The
neighbouring fovereigns, the king of Scotland, the
princes.of Wales, of the lfle of Man, of the Ork.
neys, and even of Ireland ¢, were reduced to pay
fubmiffion to fo formidable a monarch. He carried
his fuperiority to a great height, and might have
excited’ un univerfal combination againft him, had
not his power been fo well eftablithed as to deprive
his enemies of all hopes of thaking ir. 1t is faid,
that refiding once at Chefter, and having purpofed
to go by water to the abbey of St. John the Baptift,
he obliged eight of his tributary princes to row him
in a barge upon the Dee®. The Englith hiftorians
are fond of mentioning the name of Kenneth II,

king of Scots, among the number: The Scottith

hiftorians either deny the fa®, or affert that their

K %Iigf]en,p. 26§. ¥ Bee note [C] at the end-of the

J volume, ® Spell, Cone, p. 432. 4W. Malmef, lib. 2,

*.gapy 8. Floveden, po406.  H. Hunting. lib, 5. p. 356,

king,
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king, if ever he acknowledged himfelf a vaffal to
Edgar, did him homage, not for his crown, but for
the dominions which he held in England.

Bur the chief means by which Edgar maintained
his authority, and preferved public peace, was the

paying of court to Dunftan and the monks who had’

at firft placed him on the throne, and who, by their
pretenfions to fuperior fan&ity and purity of man-
ners, had acquired an afcendant over the people.
He favoured their {cheme for difpoffefling the fecular
canons of all the monafteries®; he beftowed prefer-
ment on none but their partizans ; he allowed Dun-
ftan to refign the fee of Worcefter into the hands of
" Ofwald, one of his creaturesf; and to place Ethel-
wold, another of them, in that of Winchefter ® ; he
. confulted thefe prelates in the adminiftration of all
ecclefiaftical, and even in that of many civil affairs ;
and though the vigour of his own genius prevented
him from being implicitly guided by them, the king
and the bithops found {uch advantages in their mu-
tual agreement, that they always ated in concert,
and united their influence in preferving the peace
and tranquillity of the kingdom, .

In order to complete the great work of placing
the new order of monks in all the convents, Edgar
fummoned a general council of the prelates and the
heads of the religious orders. He here inveighed
againt the diffolute lives of the fecular clergy ; the
fmallnefs of their tonfure, which, it is pyobable,

maintained no longer any refemblance to the crown

of thorns ; their negligence in attending the exercife
of their fun@ion ; their mixing with the laity in the
pleafures of gaming, hunting, dancing, and fing-
ing ; and their openly living with concubines, by
which it is commonly {uppofed he meant their wives.

. Chron. Sax. p. 117,118, W.Malm. lib, 2. cap. 8. Hoveden,
P. 425,426, Ofberne, p. 172, f W, Malm, lib. z. éap. 8.
Hoveden, p. 425, & Gervale, p. 1646, Bromp, p. 864, Flor.
Wigorn. p. 66, Chren, Abb. St, Vetri de Burgo, p. 27, 28
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¢ H A P, He then turned himfelf to Dunftan the primate g
I and in the name of king Edred, whom he fuppofed’
to look down from heaven with indignation againft
all thofe enormities, he thus addrefled him: ¢ It
¢ isyou, Dunftan, by whofe advice I founded mo-
¢ nafteries, built churches, and expended my trea-
¢ fure, in the fupport of religion and religious
¢¢ houfes. You were my counfellor and affiftant in
“ all my {chemes: You were the dire€tor of m
¢ confciencé: To youl was obedient in all things,
¢ When did you call for fupplies, which I refufed
“ you? Was my afliftance ever wanting to thg
¢ poor ? Did Ideny fupport and eftablithments ta
¢ theclergy and the convents? Did I not hearken
 toyour inftruttions, who told me that thefe cha.
¢ rities were, of all others, the moft grateful to my
Maker, and fized a perpetual fund for the fup.
¢ port of religion? And are all our pious endea-
¢ yours now fruftrated by the diffolute lives of the
“ priefts? Not that I throw any blame on you;
“ You have reafoned, befought, inculcated, in-
¢ veighed: But it now behoves you to ufe fharper -
and more vigorous remedies ; and conjoining
¢ your fpiritual authority with the civil power, to
¢ purge effetually the temple of God from thieves
 andintruders ™’ It is ealy to imagine, that this
harangue had the defired effet ; and that, when the
king and prelates thus concurred with the popular
. prejudices, it was not long before the mouks pre:
vailed, and eftablifhed their new difcipline in almoft |
all the convents. ‘ :

W& may remark, that the declamations againft
the fecular clergy are, both here and in all the hif-
torians, conveyed in general terms : 'and as that or-
der of men are commonly reftrained by the decency
of their charatter, it is difficult to believe that the
complaints againf their diffolute manners could be

(1

44

*d Abbas Rieval. P 360,361,  Spell. Conc. p. 476, 477 478.
- fo



ED G A R

12y

fo univerfally juft as is pretended, It is more pro. € u A
bable that the monks paid court to the populace by uypems

an aflefted aufterity of life; and reprcfenting the
moft innocent liberties, taken by the other clergy, as
great and unpardonable enormities, thercby prepared
the way for the encreale of their own power and
influence. Edgar, however, likea true politician,
concurred with the prevailing party; and he even
indulged them in pretenfions, which, though they
might, when complied with, engage the monks to
fupport royal authority during his ownreign, proved
afterwards dangerous to his fucceflors, and gave
difturbance to the whole civil power. He feconded
the policy of the court of Rome, in granting to fome
-monafteries an excmption from epifcopal jurifdic-
tion : Ile allowed the convents, even thofe of royal
foundation, to ufurp the eleGtion of their own abbot:
And he adinitted their forgeries of ancient charters,
by which, from the pretended grant of former kings,
they aflumed many privileges and immunities ',
Tresk merits of Edgar have procured him the
higheft panegyrics {rom the monks; and he is tranls
mitted to us, not only under the character of a con-
fummate ftatefman and an ative prince, praifes to
which he feems to have been jultly entitled, but un-
der that of a great faint and a man of virtue. But
nothing cculd more betray both his hypocrify in
inveighing againft the licentioufnefs of the fecular
clergy, and the interefted {pirit of his partizans, in
beftowing fuch eulogies on his piety, than the ufual
tenor of his condué, which was licentious to the
higheft degree, and violated everylaw, human and
divine. Yet thofe very monks, who, as we are
told by Ingulf, a very ancient hiftorian, had no idea
of any moral or religious merit, except chaftity and
obedience, not only connived at his enormities, but
loaded him with the greatelt praifes. Hiltory, how-

i Chron, Sax. p. 118, W, Malmef, lib, 2. cap. 8. Sclde-
ni Spicileg. ad Eadm. p. 149. 157,
. CVEry
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ever, has preferved fome inftances of his amours, "
from which, as from a {pecimen, we may form a
conjefture of the reft. .
Epcar broke into a convent, carried off Editha,
anun, by force, and even committed violence on
Ler perfon*. For this a& of {acrilege he was repri.
manded by Dunflan ; and that he might reconcile
himfelf to the church, he was obliged not to fepa.
rate from his miftrefs, but to abftain from wearing
his crown during feven years, and to deprive himfelf
fo leng of that vain ornament ' : A punithment very
unequal to that which had been infli€ted on the un-
fortunate Edwy, who, for a marriage which in the
ftricteft fenfe could only deferve the name of irregu-
lar, was expelled his kingdom, faw his queen treated.
with fingular barbarity, was loaded with calumnies,
and has been reprefented to us under the moft odi-
ous colours. Such is the afcendant which may be
attained, by hypocrify and cabal, over mankind !
Tuerk was another miftrefs of Edgar’s, with
whom he firft formed a conneftion by a kind of ac-
cident. Pafling one day by Andover, he lodged in
the houfe of a nobleman, whofe daughter, being en-
dowed with all the graces of perfon and behaviour,
enflamed him at fis{t fight with the highefl defire;.
and he refolved by any expedient to gratify it.  As-
he had not leifure to employ courtfhip or addrefsfor
attaining his purpofe, he went direly to her mo-
ther, declared the violence of his paflion, and de-
fired “that the young lady might be allowed to pals
that very night with him. The mother was a wo-
man of virtue, and determined not to difhonour her
daughter and her family by compliance; but be-

< ing well acquainted "with the impetuofity of the

king’s temper, fhe thought it would ‘be eafiet, as
well as ‘fafer, to deceive than refufe him, She
feigned therefore a fubmiffion to his will; but fecretly

&'We Malm, lib. 2. cap. 8. Ofberne, p. 3. Diceto, p. 457,
Higden, p. 265. 267,268, Spcll. Conc.p. 481, ! Ofb.p, 1114
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ordered a waiting-maid, of no difagreeable figure, ¢ 11 a ».

to fteal into the king’s bed, after all the company
fhould be retired to reft. Tn the morning, before
day-break, the damfel, agreeably to the injunétions
of her miftrefs, offered to retite; but Ldgar, who
had no referve in his pleafures, and whofe love to
his bed-fellow was rather enflamed by enjoyment,
refufed his confent, and employed force and entrea.
ties to detain her. . Elfleda (for that was the name
of the maid), trufting to her own charms, and to the
love with which, the hoped, fhehad now infpired
the king, made probably but a faint refiflance ; and
the return of light difcovered the deceit to Edgar,
He had, paffed 2 night fo much to his fatis{attion,
that he exprefled no difpleafure with the old lady
on account of her fraud ; his love was tramslerted
to Elfleda ; fhe became his {avourite miftrels ; and
maintained her alcendant over him till his manige
with Elfrida ™,

THr circumitances of his marriage with this lady
were more fingular and more criminal. Elfida was
daughter and heir of Olgar, earl of Devonthite ; and
though fhe had been educated inthe country,and had
never appeared at court, {he had filled all ¥ingland
with the reputation ot her beauty. Edgar himfelf,
who was indifferent to no accounts of this nature,
found his curiofity excited by the frequent panegyrics
which he heard of Elfrida; and refleling on her
noble birth, he refolved, if he found her charms
anfwerable to their fame, to obtain pofleflion of her
on hononrable terms. He communicated bis inten.
tion to carl Athelwold, his faiourite; but ufed the
precaudots, before he made any advances to her pa-
rents, to order that nooleman, on fome pretence to
pay them a vifit, and to bring him a certain account
of the beauty of their daughter. Athelwold, when

introduced to the young lady, found general repart
L)

# W, Malmcf, lib. 2. ¢ap. 8. Higden, p. 268.
to
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to have fallen fhort of the truth ; and being aftuated
by the moft vehewment love, he determined to fucri-
fice to this new pailion his fidelity to his mafter, and
to. the traft repofed in him. Ilereturned to Edgar,
and told him, that the riches alone, and high qua-
lity of Llfrida, had Leen the ground of the admira-
tion paid her, and that her charms, far from being
anywile extraordinary, would have been overlooked
in 2 woman of inferior {tation. When he had, by
this deceit, diverted the king from his purpofe, he
took an opportunity, after fome interval, of turning
again the converfation, on Elfrida : He remarked,
that though the parentage and fortune of the lady
had not produced on him, as on others, any illu.
fion with regard to her beauty, he could not forbear
refle@ting that the would, on the whole, be an ad-
vantageous match for him, and might, by her birth
and rjches, make him fuflicient compenfation for -
the homelinefs of her perfon. If the king, therefore,
gave his approbation, he was determined to make
propofals in his own behalfto the ear] of Devonthire,
and doubted not to obtain his, as well as the young
lady’s confent to the marriage. Tdgar, pleafed
with an expedient for eftablithing his favourite’s for-
tune, not only exhorted him to execute his purpolc,
but forwarded his fuccefs by his recommendations to
the parents of Elfrida; and Athelwold was foon made
happy in the poffeffion of his-miftrefs. Dreading,
however, the deteCtion of the artifice, he employed
every pretence for detaining Elfrida in the country,
and for keeping her at a diltance from Edgar.

. TueE violent paflion of Athelwold had rendered
him blind to the veceflary confequences which muft
attend his condu&, and the advantages which the
numerous enemies that always purfue a royal favour.
ire, would,*by its means, be able to make-againft
him. Edgar was-foon informed of the truth; but
before he would execute vengeance on Athelwold’s

OWn.
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own eyes of the certainty and full cxtent of his guilt. c 1 A p.

11e told him, that he intended to pay him a vifit in
his caftle, and be introduced to the acquaintance of
his new-married wife; and Athelwold, as he could
not refufe the honour,only craved leave to go before
him a few hours, that he might the better prepare
every thing for his reception. He then difcovered
the whole matter to Ilfrida; and begged her, if the
had any regard either to her own honour or his life,
to conceal from Lidgar, by every circumftance of
drefs and behaviour, that fatal beauty which had
feduced him from fidelity to his friend, and had be-
trayed him into fo many falfehoods. Elfrida pro-
miled compliance, though nothing was farther fxl')om
her intentions. She deemed herfelf little beholden
to Athelwold for a paflion which had deprived her
of acrown; and knowing the force of her own
charms, the did not delpair even yet of reaching
that dignity, of which her hufband’s artifice had be-
reaved her.  She appeared before the king with all
the advantages which the icheft attive and the moft
engaging airs could beflow upon her, and fhe ex-
cited at once in his bofom the higheft love towards
herfelf, and the moft furious defire of revenge
againlt her hufband. e knew, however, to dif-
{cmble thefe paffions; and feducing Athelwold
into a wood, on pretence of hunting, he ftabbed
him with his own hand, and foon after publicly ef-
poufed Elfrida®

Bzrors. we conclude our account of this reign,
we mufl mention two circumftances, which are re-
marked by hiflorians. "Lhe reputation of Edgar
allured a great number of foreigners to vifit his
court ; and he gave them encouragement to {ettle
in England ®. We are told that they imported all
the vices of their relpe&tive countries, and contri-

® W, Malm, lib 2. cap. 8. Foveden, p, 426. Brompton,
p. 865, 86G. Fl. Wigorn p.Go6. Higd, p. 26v.  °Chron.
Sax.p. 116, . Hunting. lib. 5. p. 356. Brompton, p. 865.
5 buted
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buted to corrupt the fimple manners of the na.
tives *. Dut as this fimplicity of manners, fo highly
and often fo injudicioufly extolled, did not preferve
them frowm barbarity and treachery, the greateft of
all vices, and rhe moft incident to a rude unculti-
vared people, we ought perhaps to deem their ac-
quaintance with forcigners rather an advantage ; as
it tended to enlarge their views, and to cure them
of thole illiberal prejudices and ruftic manners to
which iflanders are often fubjeét.

AnoTHLR rcmarkable incident of this reign was
the extirpation of wolves fiom England. This ad-
vantage was artained by the induftrious policy of
Fdgar., He took great pains in hunting and pur-
fuing thofe ravenous animals ; and when he found
that all that efcaped him had taken fhelter in the
mountains and forcfls of Wales, he changed the
tribute of money impofed on the Welfh princes by
Athelftan, hisprcdeceffor %, into an annual tribute
of three hundred heads of wolves 5 which produced
fuch diligence in hunting them, that the animal has
been no more feen . this ifland.

Yuoan died alter areign of fixteen years, and in
the thivey-third of his age. He was fucceeded by
Ydward, whom he bad by his firll marriage with
the daughter of carl Ordmer.

LEDWARD the Martyr.

HE fucceflion of this prince, who was only fif-
teen years of age at his father’s death, did not
take place without much difficalty and oppofition.
Elfrida, his ftep-mother, had a fon, Ethelred, feven
years old, whom fhe attempted to raife to the
throne: Sheaffirmed that Edgar’s marriage with the
mother of Edward was expoled to infuperable ob-
jeCtions ; and as fhe had poflefled great credit with

» W*Malmel, lib. 2. cap. 8. 1 W. Malmef, lib. 2.
cap. 6. Brompton, p. 838.

her
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her hufband, the had found mcans to acquire parti- ¢ u A ».

fans, who feconded all her pretenfions. But the
title of Edward was fupported by many advantages,
He was appointed fucceflor by the will of his fa-
ther *: e was approaching to man’s eftate, and
might foon be able to take into his own hands the
reins of government: The principal nobility, dread-
ing the imperious temper of Elfrida, were averfeto
her fon’s government, which muft enlarge her au-
thority, and probably put her in poffefiion of the
regency : Above all, Dunftan, whofe charaéter of
fandtity had given him the higheflt credit with the
people, had efpoufled the caule of Edward, over
whom he had already acquired a great alcendant®
and he was determined ro execute the will of Edgar
in his favour. To cut ofl'all oppofite pretenfions,
Dunftan refolutely anointed and crowned the young
prince at Kinglon ; and the whole kingdom, with-
out fartber difpute, fubmitted to him*.

It was of great importance to Dunftan and the
monks, to place on the throne « king favourable to
their caufe : The fecular clergy had flill partifans in
England, who wifhed to [upport them in the pof~
feflion of the convents, and of the ecclefiattical au-
thority. On the firfl intelligence of Edgar’s death,
Alfere, duke of Mercia, expelled the new orders of
monks from all the monafteries which lay within his
jurifdition® ; but Flwin, duke of Eaft-Anglia, and
Brithnot, duke of the Lafl-Saxons, protected them
within their territories, and infifted upon the execu-
tion of the late laws enacted in their favour. In
order to fettle this controverly, there were fummon-
ed [everal fynods, which, according to the practice
of thofe times, confifted partly of ecclefialtical mem-
bers, partly ot the lay nobility. The monks were

* Hoveden, p. 427. Eadmer, p. 3. ¢ Eadmer, ex edit.
Seldeni, p. 3. tW. ﬁlm. lib, 2.cap. g. Hoveden,
. 427, Ofberne, p. 113.  Chron, Sax. p. 123

. Malmef, lib. z. cap.g.  Hoveden, p. 427.  Brompton,
p 870, Flori Wigorn. p. 607. bl
anie
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cu AP ableto prevail in thefe affemblics; though, as it
foemyma AppEATS, contrary to the fecret wilhes, if not the de.

clared inclination, of the leading wmen in the na-
tion": ‘They had more inveution in forging mira.
cles to Tupport their caule; or having been fo for.
tunate as to obtain, by their pretended aufterities,
the charater of piety, their miracles were more
credited by the populace.

In one fynod, Dunflan finding the majority of
votes againft him, rofe up and informed the audi.
ence, that he had that inftant received an immedis
ate1evelation in behalf of the monks : The affembly
was fo aftonithed at this intelligence, or probably {o
overawed by the populace, that they proceeded no
farther in their deliberations. In another fynod, 2
voice ifflued from the crucifix, and informed the
members that the eftablifament of the monks was
founded vn the will of heaven, and could not beop-
poled without impiety *. But the miracle performed
in the third fynod was ftill more alarming: The
floor of the hall in which the affembly met funk of
a fudden, and a great number of the members were
either bruifed or killed by the fall. It was remark-
ed, that Dunftan had that day prevented the king
from attending the fynod, and that the beam, on
which Lis own chair {tood, was the only one that
did not fink under the weight of the affembly’..
But thele circumftances, inftead of begetting any
fufpicion of contrivance, were regarded as the
fureft proof of the immediate interpofition of Pros
vidence, in behalf of thofe {favousites of heaven. v

Epwarp lived four years after his acceffion, and
there paffed nothing memorable during his reign.

* W. Maltu. Ib. 2. cap g W, Malm. lib. 2. cap. .
Ofberne, p. 11z, Gervade, p. 1647, Bromptou, p. 870,
Higden, p. 269. ¥ Chron Sax. p.124. W.DMalmel,

lib. 2. cap. 9. Hoveden, p. 427. H. Hunting. lib. 5. p.357
Gervale, p. 3647, Brompton, p. 870.  Flor, Wigorn, p. o7y

. Higden, p. 269. Chron. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 29
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His death alone was memorable and tragical®, This ¢ & a .
young prince was endowed with the molt amiable | -
innocence of manners ; and as his own intenions
were always pure, he was incapable of cntertaining
any fufpicion againft others. Though his ftep.
mother had oppofed his fucceflion, and had raifed a
ﬁarty in favour of her own fon, he always thowed

er marks of regard, and even exprefled, on all
occafions, the moft tender affeQion towards his bro
ther. He was hunting one day in Dorfetthire ; and
being led by the chafe near Corfe-caftle, where
Elfrida refided, he took the opportunity of paying
her a vifit, unattended by any of his retinue, and he
thereby prefented her with the opportunity which
fhe had long withed for. After he had mounted
his horfe, he defired fome liquor to be brought him :
While he was holding the cup to his héad, a fervant
of Elfrida approached him, and gave bim aftab be.
hind. The prince, finding himlelf wounded, put
{purs to his horfe; but becoming faint by lofs of
blood, he fell from the faddle, his foot ftuck in the
ftirrup, and he was dragged along by his unruly
horfe till he expired. Bemg tracked by the blood,
his body was found, and was privately interred ag
‘Wareham by his fervants.

‘I'uz youth and innocence of this prince, with
his t1agical death, begat fuch compaffion among the
people, that they believed miracles to be wrought
at his tomb ; and they gave him the appellation of
martyr, though his murder had no connexion with
any religious principle or opinion,  Elfrida built
monafteries, and performed many penances, in or-
der to atone for Ler guile; but could never, by all
her hypocrify or remorfes, recover the good opinion,
of the public, though fo eafily deluded in thofe ig-
norant ages,

*Chron Sax. pr124,
. Vor. L K
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Ethelved —~=—Seltlement of the Normans—r—Edmund
Ironfidew——~Ganutc— Harold Ilarefoot—-Hardj.
cunute — == Edward the Confeffor—— Earold,

ETHELRED.

HE freedom which England had fo long en,
T joyed from the depredations of the Danes,
feems to have proceeded, partly from the eftablifh.
ments which that piratical nation had obtained in
the north of France, and which employed all their
fuperfluoys hands to people and maintain them;
partly from the vigour and warlike fpirit of a long
race of Faglifh princes, who prelerved the kingdom
in apofture of defence by fea and land, and either
prevented or repelled cvery attempt of the invaders,
But a new generation of men being now fprung up
in the northern regions, who could no longer difs
burthen themnfelves on Normandy ; the Englifh had
reafon to dread that the Danes would again vifit an
ifland to which they were invited, both by the me-
mory of their paft fuccefles, and by the expeétation
of affiftance from their countiymen, who, though
long eftablithed in the kingdom, were not yet tho«
roughly incorporated with the natives, nor had en.
tirely forgotten their inveterate habits of war and
depredation, And as the reigning prince wasa
minor, and even when he attained to man’s eftate,
never difcovered cither courage or capacity fuflicient
to govern his own f{ubjefts, much lefs to repel a
formidable enemy,the people might juftlyapprehend
the worlt calamities from fo dangerousa crifis.

Te1z Danes, before they durft attempt any im.
portant enterprife againft England, made an incon-
fiderable
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fiderable defeent by way of trial; and having landed ¢ 1 A 2.
from feven veflels near Southampton, they ravaged - _,
the country, enriched themfelves by fpoil, and de« 81
parted with impunity. Six years after, they made
a like attempt in the weft, and met with like fue.
cefs. "The invaders, having now found affairs ina
very different firuation, from that in which they for-
merly appeared, encouraged their countrymen to
aflemble a greater force, and to hope for more con-
fiderable advantages. They landed in Effex, under 991
the command of two leaders; and having defeated
and flain at Maldon, Brithnot, duke of that county,
who ventured, with a fmall body, to attack them,
they fpread their devallations over all the neigh-
bouring provinces. In this extremity, Ethelred, to
whom hiftorians give the epithet of the Unready,
inflead of roufing his people to defend with coprage
their honour and thes property, hecarkened to the
advice of Siricius, archbithop of Canterbury, which
was feconded by many of the degenerate nobility ;
and paying the enemy the fum of ten thonfand

ounds, he bribed them to depart the kingdom,

{his thameful expedient was attended with the fuc.
cefs which might be expefted. The Danes next
year appeared off the eaflern coaft, inhopes of fub.
duing a people who defended themfelves by their
money, which invited affailants, inflead of their
arms, which repelled them, But the Englith, fen.
fible of their folly, had, in the interval, affembled
in a great council, and had determined to colle&t ai
London a fleet able to give battle to the enemy *;
though that judicious meafure failed of fuccels, from
the treachery of Alfric duke of Mercia, whofe name
is infamous in the annals of that age, by the cala.
mities which his repeated perfidy brought upon his
country. This nobleman had, in 983, fucceeded
10 his father Alfere, m that extenfive command

“

2 Chron, Sax. p. 126
Ka but.
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nifhed the kingdom, he was obliged to employ ait
his intrigue, andall his power, which was too great
for a fubject, to be reftored to his country, and re.
inftated in his authority. Tlaving had experience
of the credit and malevolence of his enemies, he
thenceflorth trufled for fecurity, not to his fervices,
or to the affe@ions of his fellow-citizens, but to the
influence which he had obtained over his vaffals, and
to the public calamities, which he thought muf,
in every revolution, render his affiftance neceflary,
Having fixed this refolution, he determined to pre.
vent all fuch fuccefles as might eftablith the royal
authority, or render his own fituation dependent or
precarious. As the Englith had formed the plan of
furrounding and deftroying the Danifh flect in har-
bour, he privately informed the enemy of their
danger ; and when they put to fea, in confequence
of this intelligence, he dcferted to them, with the
fquadron under his command, the night before the
engagement, and thercby difappointed all the efforts
of his countrymen ®. Lithelred, enraged at his perfi-
dy, [eized his fon Alfgar, and ordered his eyes to be
put out®, But fuch was the power of Allric, that
he again forced himfclf into authority 5 and though
he had given this fpecimen of his chara&er, and re-
ceived this grievous provocation, it was found ne-
ceflary to entruft him anew with the government of
Mercia. This conduét of the court, which in all
its circumflances is fo barbarous, weak, and impru-
dent, both merited and prognofticated the moft
grievous calamities.

"'z northern invaders, now well acquainted with
the defencelefs condition of England, made a power-
ful defcent under the command of Sweyn king of
Denmark, and Olave, king of Norway ; and failing
up the Humber, fpread on all fides their deftruétive

»Chron. Sax W, Mal 6 i

« Sox.p. 127. » Malm. p. 62. Higden, p, 270:

¢ Chron. Sax, p.*IZB. W, Malm, p. 62. ’
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savages, Lindefey was laid walle; Banbuiy was
defiroyed ;5 and all the Northumbrians, though
moftly of Danifh defcent, were conftrained either
to join the invaders, or to fufler under their depre-
dations. A powerful ariy was affembled to oppole
the Danes, and a general a&ion enfued; but the
Englifh were deferted in the battle, from the cow-
ardice or treachery of their three leaders, all of them
men of Danith race, Frena, Frithegift, and God-
win, who gave the example of a fhameful flight to
the troops under their command.

EncouraceD by this fuccefs, and ftill more by
the contempt which it infpired for their enemy, the
pirates ventured to attack the centre of the kingdom;
and entering the Thames in ninety-tour veffcls, laid
ficge to London, and threatened it with total de-
ftruflion. Bur the citizens, alarmed at 1he danger,
and firmly united among themfelves, made a bolder
defence than the cowardice of the nobility and gen-
try gave the invaders realon to apprehend ; and the
befiegers, after fuffering the greateft hardfhips,
were finally fruftrated in their attempt. In order to
revenge themfelves,” they laid wafle Effex, Suflex,
and Hampthire ; and having there procured horfes,
they were thereby enabled to {pread, through the
more inland counties, the fury of their depredations.
In this extremity, Ethelred and his nobles had re-
courfe to the former expedient; and fending am-
baffadors to the two northern kings, they promifed
them fubfiltence and tribute, on condition they
would, for the prefent, put an end to their ravages,
and foon after depart the kingdom. Sweyn and
Olave agreed to the terms, and peaceably took up
their quarters at Southampion, where the fum of
fixteen thoufand pounds was paid to them. Olave
even made a journey to Andover, where Ethclred re-
fided ; and he received therite of confirmation from
the Enghth bithops, as well as many rich prefgnts
from the king. He here promifed that he would
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never more infeft the Yaglith territories 5 and he
faithtully fulfilled the engagement.  This prince
recelves the appellation of St. Olave from the church
of Rome; and, notwithitanding the general pre.
fumption which lies cither againft the underftand.
ing or morals of cvery one who in thofe ignorant
ages was dignified with that title, he fecins to have
been a man of merit and of virtue.  Sweyn, though
lefs ferupulous than Olave, was conflrained, upon
the departure of the Norwcgian prince, to evacuate
alfo the kingdom with all his {ollowers.

Tr1s compofition brought only a fhort interval
to the miferies of the Englith. The Danifh pirates
appeared foon aftor in the Severne; and having
committed fpoil in Wales, as well as in Cornwal
and Devonthire, they failed round to the fouth coatt,
and cntering the Tuamar, completed the devaftation
of thefc two counties. They then rcturned to the
Briftol channel 5 and penctrating into the country
by the Avon, fpread themfelves over all that neigh-
bourhood, and carried fire and [word even intoDor-
fetfhire. They next changed the fcat of war; and
after ravaging the Ifle of Wight, they entered the
Thames and Medway, and laid fiege to Rochefter,
where they defeated the Kentith-men iu a pitched
baitle.  After this vi¢tory, the whole province of
Kent was made a {cene of flaughter, fire, and de-
vaftation. The extremity of thefe miferies forced
the Englifh into counfels for common defence both
by fea and land ; but the weaknels of the king, the
divifions among the nobility, the treachery of lome,
the cowardice of others, the want of concert in all,
fruflrated every endeavour : Their fleets and armies
either came too late to attack the enemy, or were
repulfed with difhonour; and the people were thus
equally ruined by refitance or by fubmiffion. The
Englifh therefore, deftitute both of prudence and
unamimity in council, of courage and conduét in the
ficld, had recourfe to the {ame weak eXPedliené

- S whic



ETHELRED.

which by experience they had already found fo ia.
effeftual : They offered the Danesto buy peace, by
paying them a large fum of money. Thefe ravagers
rofe continually in their demands; and now re-
quired the payment of 24,000 pounds, to which
the Englith were fo mean and imprudent as to fub-
mit . The departure of the Danes procured them
another fhort interval of repofe, which they en-
joyed, as if it were to be perpetual, without making
any effeCtual preparations for a more vigorous re.
fitance upon the next return of the enemy,

Besinrs recciving this fum, the Danes were en-
gaged by another motive to depart a kingdom which
appeared fo little in a fituation to refift their efforts
They were invited over by their countrymen in
Normandy, who at this time were hard preffed by
the arms of Robert king of France, and who found
it diflicult to defend the fettlement which, with fo
much advantage to themfelves and glory to their na-
tion, they had made in that country. Itis probable
allo that Ethelred, obferving the clofe connesions
thus maintained among all the Danes, however di-
vided in government or fituation, was defirous of
forming an alliance with that formidable people :
For this purpole, being now a widower, he made
his addrefles ta Emma, fifter to Richard I, duke
of Normandy, and he foon fucceeded in his nego-
ciation. The princefs came over this year to Eng-
land, and was married to Ethelred®.

It the end of the ninth, and beginning of the tenth
century, when the north, not yet exbaufted by that
multitude of people, or rather nations, which fhe
had fucceffively emitted, fent forth a new race, not
of conquerors, as before, but of pirates and ra-
vagers, who infefted the countries poffeffed by her
once warlike fons ; lived Rollo, a petty prince or
chieftain of Denmark, whofe valour and abilities

& Hoveden, p. 429. Chron. Maik. p. 153, "
® H. Hunt, p, 359, Figden, p. 271.
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¢ 1 ar foou engaged the attention of his countrymen, He

Yoy WS expoled in liis youth to the jealoufy of the kin
of Denmark, who attached his Imall but independ.
ent principality; and who, buing foiled in ever
affault, had recourfe at laft to perfidy for effetting
his purpole, which he had often attempted in vain
by {orce of arms © : e lulled Rollo into fecurity by
an infidious peace ; and falling fuddenly upon him,
murdered his brother and his braveft officers, and
forced him to fly for fafety into Scandinavia, Here
many of his ancient fubjefls, induced partly byaf.
feftion to their prince, partly by the oppreflions of
the Danifh monarch, ranged themfelves under his
ftandard, and offered to follow him in every enter-
prife. Rollo, inftead of attempting to recover his
paternal dominions, where he muft expect a vigor-
ous refiflance from the Danes, determined to pur.
{ue an eafier, but more important undertaking, and
to make his fortune, in imitation of his countrymen,
by pillaging the richer and more fouthem coalts
of Europe. He colle&ed a body of troops, which,
like that of all thofe ravagers, was compofed of
Norwegians, Swedes, Frifians, Daunes, and adven.
turers of all nations, who, being accuflomed to
a roving unfettled life, took delight in nothing but
war and plunder. 1lis reputation brought him af
fociates from all quarters ; and a vifion, which he
pretended to have appeared to him in his fleep, and
which, according to his interpretation of it, prog-
nofticated the greateft fuccefles, proved alfo a power-
ful incentive with thofe ignorant and fuperititions
people %

T'rE firft attempt made by Rollo was on England,
near the end of Alfred’s rcign; when that great mo-
narch, having fettled Guthrum and his followers in
Eaft-Anglia, and others of thofe freebooters in
Northumberland, and having reftored peace to his

¢ Budo, ex. edit. Duchefue, p. 70,71,  Gul. Gemeticenis,

Lib. 2. cap. 2, 3. 4 Dudo, ps 71. Gul. Gem. in epift. ad Gul.
_Cong,
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haraflud country, had efiablithed the moft excellent ¢ 11 a v,

military as well as civil inftitutions among the Eng-
glifh, The prudent Dane, finding that no advan.
tages conld be gained over fuch a people, governed
by fuch aprince, floon turned his cnterprifes againtt
France, which he found more expofed to his in.
roads ® ; and during the reigns of Eudes, an ufurper,
and of Charles the Simple, a weak prince, he com.
mitted the moft deftruéive ravages both on the in-
land and maritime provinces of that kingdom. The
Trench, having no means of defence, againit a
Icader, who united all the valour of his countrymen
with the policy of more civilized nations, were
obliged to fubmit to the expedicnt prafliled by Al
fred, and to offer the invaders a fettlement in fome
of thofe provinces which they had depopulated by
their arms . -

Tue reafon why the Danes for many years pur.
fued meafures fo different from thofe which had
been embraced by the Goths, Vandals, Franks,
Burgundians, Lombards, and other northern con-
querors, was the great difference in the method of
attack which was pradtifed by thefe feveral nations,
and to which the nature of their refpetive fitua.
tions neceflarily confined them. The latter tribes,
living in an inland country, made incurfions by land
upon the Roman empire; and when they entercd
far into the frontiers, they were obliged to carry
along with them their wives and families, whom
they had no hopes of foon revifiting, and who could
not otherwile participate of their plunder. This
circumftance quickly made them think of forcing a
fettlement in the provinces which they had overrun;
and thefe barbarians, {preading themfelves over the
country, found an intereft in proteéting the property
and induflry of the people whom they had fubdued.
But the Danes and Norwegians, invited by their

h
* Gul, Gemet. lib. 2. cap. 6. f Dudo, p. 82.
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¢ H A P maritinee fituation, and ebliged to imaintain them,

‘wimpmws fC1Ves in their uncaltivated country by fithing, had
acquired fome expericnce of navigation ; and in their
wmilitary excurfions purfued the method pradifed
againft the Roman empire by the more carly Saxons:
T'hey made defeents in fimall bodies from their thips,
or rather boats, and ravaging the coafts, returned
with the booty to their families, whom they could
not conveniently carry along with them in thofe ha-
vardous enterprifes. But when they increafed their
armaments, made incurfions into the inland coun.
tries, and found it fafe to remain longer in the midt
of the enfeebled enemy, they had been accuftomed
to erowd their veflcls with their wives and chil-
dren ; and having no longer any temptation to re.
turn to their own country, they willingly embraced
an opportunity of fettling in the warm climates
and cultivated fields of the fouth.

Arpairs werein this fituation with Rolloand his
followers, when Charles propofed to relinquith to
them part of the province formerly called Neuftria,
and to purchafe peace on thefe hard conditions.
After all the terms were fully fettled, there appeared
onlyone circumftance fhocking to the haughty Dane:
He was required to do homage to Charles for this
province, and to put himfell in that humiliating
polture impoled on vaffals by the rites of the {endal
law. He long refufed to fubmit to this indignity ;
but being unwilling to lofe fuch important advan-
tages for 2 mere ceremony, he made a facrifice of
his pride to his intereft, and acknowledged him/elf,
in form, the vaffal of the French monarch & Charles
gave him his daughter Gifla in marriage; and, that
be might bind him fafter to his interefts, made him
a donation of a confiderable territory, befides that
which he was obliged to furrender to him by his
flipulations. When fome of the French nebles in-

& Ypod, Neuft. p. 4.17.'
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formed him, that in return for fo generous a pre-
fent, it was expeted that he thould throw himfelfat
the king’s feet, and make fuitable acknawledgments
for his bounty : Rollo replied, that he would rather
decline the prefent ; and it was with fome difficulty
they could perfuade him to make that compliment
by one of his captains. The Dane, commiflioned
for this purpofe, [ull of indignation at the order,
and defpifing fo unwarlike a prince, caught Charles
by the foot, and pretending ro carry it to his mouth,
that he might kifs it, overthrew him before all hi§
courtiers,  The French, fenfible of their prefent
weaknel(s, found it prudent to overlook this infult®,

Rorro, who was now in the decline of life, and
was tired of wars and depredations, applied himfelf,
with mature counfels, to the fettlement of his new.
acquired territory, which was thenccforth called
Normandy ; and he parcelled it out among his cap.
tains and lollowers. He followed, in this partition,
the cuftorns of the feudal law, which was then uni.
verfally eftablifhed in the fouthern countries of Eu.
rope, and which fuited the peculiar circumftances
of that age. Hetreated the French fubjeds, who
fubmitted to him, with mildnefs and juftice; here.
claimed his ancient followcrs from their ferocious
violence 5 he eftablithed law and order throughout
his ftate ; and after a life fpent in tumults and ra.
vages, he died peaceablg ina good old age, and left
his dominions to his pofterity .

Wirriam I who fucceeded him, governed the
dutchy twenty-five years ; and, during that time,
the Normans were thoroughly intermingled with
the French, had acquired their language, had imi-
tated their manners, and had made {uch progiefs
towards cultivation, that, on the death ot Williain,
his fon Richard, though a minor ¥, inherited his do-
inions : A fare proof that the Normans were al-

f‘ Gul, Gemet. lib. 2. caps 17. . 1 Ibid cap. 19, 20? 21.
¥ Quder. Vitalis, p. 459 Gul, Gemst, lib. 4. cap. 1.
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¢ H A P ready fomewhat advanced in civility, and that their
rwm e fOVErnment conld now 1eft foecure on its laws and

civil inftitutions, and was not wholly fuflained by
the abilities of the fovereign. Richard, after a lon
veign of fifty-four ycars, was fuccecded by his fon
of the fame name, in the year 996'; which was
eighty-five yeats after the firfl cltablifiment of the
Normans in France. This was the duke who gave
his fifter Emma in mariiage to Ethelred king of
England, and who thereby forined conneétions with
a country which his pofterity was fo foon after del-
tined to fubdue.

TnEe Dancs had been eftablithed during a longer
period in England thanin France ; and though the
fimilarity of their original language to that of the
Saxons, invited them to a niore early coalition with
the natives, they had hitherto found fo little exam.
ple of civilized manners among the Inglith, that
they rctained all their ancient ferocity, and valued
themfelves only on their national character of mili-
tary bravery. ‘The recent as well as more ancient
achievements of their countrymen tended to fup.
port this idea ; and the Englifh princes, particulatly
Athelllan and Edgar, fenfible of that fuperiority,
had been accuftomed to keep in pay bodies of Danith

_troops, who were quartered about the country, and

committed many violences upon the inhabitants,
Thele mercenaries had attained to fuch a height of
luxury, according to the old Englith writers ™, that
they combed their hair once a day, bathed them-
felves once a week, changed their clothes frequently;
and by all thefe arts of effeminacy, as well as by
their military charatter, had rendered themfelves fo
agreeable to the fair fex, that they debauched the
wivesand daughters of the Englifh, and difhonoured
many families. But what moft provoked the inha-
bitants was, that inflead of defending them againit

Order, Vitalis, P 459 » Wallingford, p. 547,
invadets,
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invaders, they were ever ready to betray them to the
foreign Dancs, and to aflociate themfelves with all
ftraggling parties of that nation. The animofity
between the inhabitants of Englith and Danith race

had, from thefe rcpeated injuries, rifen to a2 great
height ; when Erhelred, from a policy incident to

weak princes, embraced the cruel refolution of maf-

facring the latter, throughout all his dominions *.

Secret orders were difpatched to commence the exe-

cution every where on the fame day ; and the fefti-

val of St. Brice, which fell on a Sunday, the day

on which the Danes ufually bathed themfelves, was

chofen for that purpofe. It is needl fs to repeat the

-accounts tranfinitted concerning the barbariry of this

maffacre : Therage of the populace, excited by o

many injuries, fan&ified by authority, and fimulated,
by example, diftinguithed not between innocence’
and guilt, fparcd neither fex norage, and was not

fatiated without the tortures as well as death of (he
unhappy viltims. TEven Gunilda, fifter to the king’
of Denmark, who had married earl Paling, and had

embraced Chriftidnity, was, by the advice of Edric,

earl of Wilts, leized and condemned to death by

Fthelred, after fecing her hufband and children

butchered before her face,  This unhappy princefs

foretold, in the agonies of defpair, that her murder

would foon be avenged by the total ruin of the

Englith nation.

Nrver was prophecy better fulfilled; and never
did barbarous policy prove more fatal to the authors.
Sweyn and his Dancs, who wanted but a pretence
for invading the Englith, appeared off the weflern
coaft, and threatened to take full 1cvenge for the
flaughter of their countrymen. Exeter fell firft into
their hands, from the negligence or treachery of earl
Hugh, a Norman, who lLiad been made governor by
the intereft of queen Xmma. They began to fpread

* o~
# See note [ D] at the end of the volume,
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their devaftations over the country ; when the Eng-
lith, fenfible what outrages they mufl now expeét
from their barbarons and offended encmy, aflem.
bled motre early, and in greater numbers than ufual,
and made an appearance of vigorous refifiance,
But all thele preparations were fruflrated by the
treachery of duke Alfric, who was intrufted with
the command, and who, feigning ficknels, refufed
to lead the army againfl the Danes, till it was
dilpirited, and at laft diflipated, by his fatal mifcon.
duét. Alfric foon afler died ; and kdric, a greater
traitor than he, who had married the king’s daugh-
ter, and bad acquired a total afcendant over him,
fuccceded Alfric, in the government of Mercia, and
in the command of the Enplifh armies. A great
famine, proceeding partly from the bad {eafons,
partly from the decay of agriculture, added to all
the other miferies of the inhabitants.  The country,
walted by the Danes, haraffed by the fruidefs expe-
ditions ef its own forces, was reduced to the utmofl
defolation; and at laft fubmitted to the infamy of
purchafing a precarious peace from the enemy, by
the payment of 30,000 pounds,

Tre Fnglith endeavoured to employ this interval
in making preparations againft the return of the
Danes, which they had reafon {foon to expett. A
law was made, ordering the proprietors of eight
hides of land to provide each a horleman and 2
complete fuit of armour ; and thofe of 310 hidesto
equip a fhip for the defence of the coaft. When
this navy was affembled, which mult have confifted
of near eight hundred veflels”, all hopes of its {uc-
cefs were difappointed by the factions, animofities,
and diffenfions. of the nobility. Ediic had impelled
his brother Brightric to prefer an accufation of treas
fon againft Wollnorth, governor of Suffex, the father
of the famous earl Godwin; and that nobleman,

® There were 243,600 hides in England.  Confequently the
fhips equipped muil be 485, The cavalry was go,450 men.

well
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well acquainted with the malevolence as well as
power of his enemy, found no means of fafety but
in deferting with twenty fhips to the Danes. Bright-
ric purfued him with a fleet of eighty fail ; bur his
fhips beini fhattered in a tempeft, and ftranded on
the coaft, he was fuddenly attacked by Wolfnorth,
and all his veflels were burnt and deftroyed. The
imbecility of the king was little capable of repaire
ing this misfortune : The treachery of Edric finf-
trated every plan for future defence; and the Eng-
lith navy, difconcerted, difcouraged, and divided,
was at laft {cattered into feveral harbours.

It is almoft impofiible, or would be tedioys, to re-
late particularly all the miferies to which the Englith
were thenceforth expofed. We hear of nothing but
the facking and burning of rowns ; the devaftation of
the open country ; the appearance of the enemy in
every quarter of the kingdom ; their cruel diligence
in dilcovering any corner which had not been ran.
facked by their former violence. The broken and
disjointed narration of the ancient hiftorians is here
well adapted to the nature of the war, which was
condudted by fuch fudden inroads as would have
been dangerous even to an united and well-governed
kingdom, buct proved fatal, where nothing but a
general confternation and mutual diffidence and dife
fenfion prevailed. The governors of one province
refufed to march to the afliflance of another, and
were at laft terrified from affembling their forces for
the defence of their own province. General conn-
cils were fummoned ; but either no refolution was
taken, or none was carried into execution. And the

“only expedient in which the Englith agreed, was the
bafe and imprudent one of buying a ngw pgace from
the Danes, by the payment of 48,0d0 pcﬁ?{dﬁ.

Tris meafure did not even bring thamethat fhoxt
interval of repofle which they had expefted from it.
The Danes, difregarding all engagements, cgnti-
nued thier devaftations and hoftiliries; levied a new
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contribution of 8ooo pounds upon the county of
Kent alone; murdered the archbithop of Canter.
bury, who had refufed to countenance this exation;
and the Englifh nobility found no other refource
than that of fubmitting every where to the Danifh
monarch, fweaing allegiance to him, and dcliver.
ing him hoftages for their fidelity. Ethelied,
equally afiaid of the violence of the enemy and the
treachery of his own fubje&s, fled into Normandy,
whither he had fent before him queen Emma, and
her two fons Alfied and Edward. Richard received
bis unhappy guefts with a generofity that does ho.
nour to his memory.

Tur king had not been above fix weeks in Nor-
mandy, when he heard of the death of Sweyn, who
expired at Gainfborough, before he had time to
eftablifh himfelf in his new-acquired dominions,
‘The Englifh prelates and nobility, 1aking advantage
of this event, fent over a deputation to Normandy;
invited Ethelred to rcturn to them, exprefling a des
fire of being again governed by their native prince,
and intimating their hopes, that being now tutored
by experience, he would avoid all thofe erroys which
had been attended with fuch misfortunes to himfelf
and to his people.  But the mifconduét of Ethelred
was incmable; and on his refuming the govein-
ment, he difcovered the fame incapacity, indolence,
cowardice, and credulity, which had fo often ex-
pofed him to the infults of his enemics. His fon-
in-law, Edric, notwithitanding his repeated treafons,
retained fuch influence at court, as to inflil into the
king jealoufies of Sigefert and Morcar, two of the
chiet nobles of Mercia: kdiic allured them into
his houfg,” where he murdered then: 5 while Ethel-
red par ipatﬂil in the infamy of the action, by con~
fifcating ‘theit eflates, and thrufting into a convent
the widow of Sigefert. She was a woman of fin-
gular beauty and merit; and in a vifit which was paid
her, during her confinement, by prince Edmonlfs

the
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the king’s eldeflt {on, fhe infpired him with fo vie- ¢ 5 A P,

lent an affe@ion, that he releafed her from the con-
vent, and foon after married her without the con~
fent of his father,

MeavwaiLk the Englith found in Canute, the
fon and fucceflor of Sweyn, an enemy no lefs ter-
rible than the prince from whom death had fo lately
delivered them. e ravaged the eaftern coaft with
mercilefs fury, and put athore all the Englifh hofl.
ages at Sandwich, after having cut off their hands
and nofes. He was obliged, by the neceflity of his
affairs, to make a voyage to Denmatk ; but retuin-
ing foon after, he continued his depredations along
the fouthern coafl : He even bioke into the counties
of Darfet, Wilts, and Somerfet ; where an army
was affembled againft him, under the command of
prince Edmond and duke Edric. The latter ftill
continued his peifidious machinations ; and after
endeavouring in vain to get the princeinto his power,
he found means to difperfe the army ; and le then
openly deferted to Canute with forry veflcls.

NoTwirusTANDING this misfortune, Edmond
was not difconcerted 3 but affembling all the force
of Lingland, was in a conditioh to give battle to the
enemy. Theking had had fuch frequent experience
of perfidyamong his fubje€ls, that he had loft all con-
fidence in them : He remained at London, pretend-
ing ficknefs, but really from apprehenfions that they
intended to, buy their peace, by delivering him into
the hands gf his enemies. The army called aloud
for their fovereign to march at their head againfl the
Danes ; and on his refufal to take the field, they
were {o difcouraged, that thole valt preparations be-
came inefflettual for the defence of the kingdom.
Edmond, deprived of all regular fuppligs to main-
tain his foldiers, was obliged to compiit equal ra.
vages with thofe which were pratifed by the Danes;
and after making fome fruitlefs expeditions intothe
narth, which bad fubmitted entirely to Canute’s

Vor. I, L power,

111,

108 5.
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C H 4 P power, he retired to London, detcrmined thete to

I

1016,

maintain, to the laft cxtremity, the fmall remaing
of Enplith liberty, Ile here found every thing in
confufion by the death of the king, who exp‘ixed
after an unhappy and ingloiious reign of thiity-five
years. Fe left two fons by his firlt marriage, Ed.
mond, who fu:cceded him, and Edwy, whom Ca,
nute afiewards murdercd.  IJis two fons by the
fecond mariiage, Alfred and Edward, were imre.
diately, upon Ethelred’s death, conveyed into Nos.
mandy by queen Emma.

EDMOND IRONSIDE,

IIIS prince, who received the name of Ironfide

** from his hardy valour, poffeffed courage and
abilities fufficient to have prevented his country
from finking into thofe calamities, but not to raife
it fiom that abyfs of milery into which it had already
fallen.  Among the other misfortunes of the Lng.
lih, treachery and  difaffection had creeped in
among the nobility and prelates 5 and Ldmond
found no better expedient for flopping the fasther
progrefs of thefe fatal cvils, than to lead his army
inflantly into the field, and to employ them againft
the common encmy. Afler meeting with fome
fuccefs at Gillingham, he prepared himfelf to de.
cide, in one general engagement, the fate of his
crown; and at Scoerfton, in the county of Glocef.
ter, he offered battle to the enemy, whe were come
manded by Canute and Lidric. Fortune, in the bes
ginning of the day, declared for him ; but Edrie,
having cut off the head of one Ofmer, whole coun-
tenance refembled that of Edmond, fixed it ona
fpear, carried it through the ranks in triumph, and
called out to the Englith, that it was time to fly;
for, behold! the head of their fovereign. And
theugh Edmond, obferving the conflernation of the
troops, took off his helmet and fhowed himfelf to
. i1 them,
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them, the titmoft he could gain by his ativityand ¢ H &P,
valour was to leave the viGtory tndccided. Edrie o2
now took a furer method to ruin him ; by pretend-
ing to defert to him ; and as Kdmond was well ac-
quainted with his power, and ptobably knew no
other of the chief nobility in whom he could repofe
more confidence, he was obliged, notwithftanding
the repeated perfidy of the mau, to give him a con-
fiderable command in the afmy. A battle foon after
enfued at Affington in Effex ; where Edric, flying
s the beginning of the day, occafioned the total
defeat of the Englifh, followed by a great flaughter
of the nobility.  The indefatigable Edmond, bow-
ever, had fiill refources : Aflembling a new army
at Glocefter, he was again in a condition to difpute
the ficld; when the Danith and Englifh nobility,
equally hatafied by thofe convulfions, obliged their
kings to come to a compromife, and to divide the
kingdom betwee: them by treaty. Canute referved
to himfelf the horthern divifion, confifting of Mer-
cia, Eaft-Anglia, and Northumberland, which he
had entitely {ubdued : The fouthern parts were left
to Edmond. This ptince furvived the treaty about
o month: He was murdered at Oxfoid by two of
his chamberlains, accomplices of Edrc, who
thereby made way for the fucceffion of Canute the
Dane to the crown of England.

CANUTE

THE Englifh, who had been unable to defend o
their tountry, and maintain their independen-
ey, under fo ative and brave a prince as Edmond,
could; sfter his death, expeft nothing but total
fubjetion from Canute, who, aflive and brave him-
felf, and at the head of a great force, was ready to
take hdvantage of the minority of Edwin and Ed-
ward, the two fons of Edmond. Yet thiscan-

quetor; who was commonly fo little {crupulous,
: L2 fhowed
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thowed himfelf anxious to cover his injuftice under
plaufible pretences : Before he feized the dominjong
of the Enplifh princes, he fummoned a general af.
fembly of the flates, in order to {ix the fucceflion of
the kingdom. He here fuborned fome nobles to
depofe that, inthe treaty of Glocelter, it had been
verbally agreed either to name Canute, in cale of
Fdmond’s death, fucceflor to his dominions, or
tutor to his children (for hiftorians vary in this par.
ticular) : And that cvidence, fupported by the great
power of Canute, determined the ftates immediately
to put the Danith monarch in pofieflion of the go-
vernment.  Canute, jealous of the two princes, but
fenfible that he fhould render himfulf extremely
odious if he ordered them to be difpatched in Fng:
land, fent them abroad to hisally the king of Swe.
dcn, whom he defired, as foon as they arrived at
his court, to free him by their death from all far.
ther anxicty. The Swedifh monarch was too gene.
rous to comply with the requefl 3 but being afraid
of drawing on himfelf a quarrel with Canute, by
protedling the younpg princes, he fent them to So-
lomon king of Hungary, to be educated in his
coutt. The elder Fdwin was afterwards married
to the fifler of the king ot Hungary ; but the Eng.
lith prince dying without iffue, Solomon gave hi
Jiter-in-law, Apgatha, daughter of the emperor
Henry II, in marriage to Edward the younger bro.
thet 3 und fhe bore liim Edgar Athelingy Margaret;
afterwards queen of Scotland, and Chriftina, whe

retired into a convents
CaxuTr, though he had reached the great point
of his ambition, in obtaining pofleflion of the Eng.
lith crown, was obliged at inft to make great facric
fices to it 3 and to gratily the chief of the nobility,
by beftowing on tham the moll extenfive governs
ments and jurifdiCtions. He created Thurkill earl
or duke of Fafl-Anglia (for thefe titles were then
nearly of the fame impe1t), Yric of Nox thunlxheé-
and,
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fand, and Edric of Mercia; referving only to him- cua e,

felf the adminifiration of Weflex. Dut feizing
afterwards a favourable opportunity, he expelled
Thukill and Yric from their governments, and ba-
nithed them the kingdom : He put to death many of
the Englifh nobility, on whofe fidelity he counld not
rely, and whom he hated on account of their dif-
loyalty to their native prince. And even the traitor
Edric, having had the affurance to reproach him
with his {crvices, was condemned to be executed,
and his body to be thrown into the Thames; a
fuitable reward for his multiplied ads of perfidy
and rebellion.

Canure alfo found himfelf obliged, in the be-
ginning of his reign, to load the peoplc with heavy
taxes, in order to reward his Danifh followers ; He
exadted from them at one time the fum of 2,000
pounds; befides 11,000 pounds which he levied on
London alone. He was probably willing, from
political motives, to mulét feverely that city, on
account of the affetion whichit had boine to Id-
mond, and the refiftance which it had made to the
Danith power in two obftinate fieges®. Buu thefe
rigours were imputed to neceflity ; and Canute, like
2 wife prince, was determined that the Englith, now
deprived of all their dangerous leaders, thould be
reconciled to the Danith yoke, by the juftice and
impartiality of his adminiftration. ~He fent back to
Denmark as many of his followeis as he could fafely
fpare: he reftored the Saxon cuftoms in a general
affembly of the ftates : He made no diftinétion be-
tween Danes and Englith in the diftribution of juf-
ticcs And he took care, by a fh1i& execution of
law, to prote&t the lives and properties of all his
people, The Danes weére gradually incorporated
\‘.vith his new fubje€ts ; and both were glad fo ob-

© W, Malm. p.y2. In one of thefe fieges, Canute diverted
the comife of the Thames, and by that means brought his Thips
above London biidge,

L3 tainy
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tain a little refpite from thofe multiplied calamities
from which the one, no lefs than the other, had, iy
their fierce contelt for power, experienced fuch
fatal confequences.

Tir removal of Edirond’s children into fo dik
tant a country as Iungary, was, next to their death,
regarded by Canute ag the grearelt fecuiity to his
government : He had no {farther anxiety, except
with regard to Alfred and Edward, who were pro.
tefted and fupparted by their uncle, Richard duke
of Normandy. Richard even fitted out a great
armament, in order to reftore the Englifh princes
to the throne of their anceftors ; and though the
navy was difperfed by a ftorm, Canute faw the dan.
ger to which he was expofed from the enmity of fo
warlike a people as the Normans. In order to ac.
quire the fiiendfhip of the duke, he paid his ad.
drefles to queen Xmma, fifter of that prince; and
promifed .bat he would leave the children, whon
he thould have by that marriage, in pofleffion of
the crown of England.  Richard complied with hig
demand, and fept oyer Emma to England, where
fhe was foon after married to Canute?. The Eng.
lith, though they difapproved of her efpoufing the
mortal enemy of her former hufband and his faily,
were plealed to find at court afovereign, ta whom
they werc accuftomed, and who had already formed
conneftions with them : And thus Canute, befides
fecuring by this marriage the alliance of Normandy,
gradually acquired, by the fame means, the confi.
dence of his pwn fubjetts %, The Norman prince
did not long furvive the marriage of Emma; and
he left the inheritance of the dutchy to his eldeft
fon of the lame name ; who dying a year after him
without children, was fucceeded by his brother Roa
hert, a man of valour and abilities,

P Chron. Sax. p. 151, W, Malmef, p. ¥4,
£ W.Malmef. p. 73 Higden, p, 275, 3
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Canvre, having fettled his power in Englandbe- ¢ 5 & ».
yond all danger of a revolution, made a voyage to 1%\,
Denmark, in order to refift the attacks of the king
of Sweden ; and be carried along with him a great
body of the Englifh, under the command of earl
Godwin. ‘This nobleman had here an opportunity
of performing a fervice, by which he both recon-
giled the king’s mind to the Englifh nation, and,
gaining to himfelf the friend hip of his fovereign, laid
the foundation of that immenfe fortune which he
acquired to his family. He was f{tationed next the
Swedifh camp; and obferving a favourable oppor-
tunity, which he was obliged fuddenly to feize, he
attacked the enemy in the night, drove them from
their trenches, threw them into diforder, purfued
his advantage, and obtained a decifive vi€tory over
them. Next morning Canute, feeing the Lnglifh
camp entirely abandoned, imagined that thofe dif-
affefted troops had delerted to the enemy : He was
agreeably furprifed to find that they were at that
time engaged in purfuit of the difcomfited Swedes.
He was fo pleafed with his fuccels, and with the
manner of obtaining it, that he beflowed his daughs
ter in marriage upon Godwin, and treated him ever
after with entire confidence and regard.

In another voyage, which he made afterwardsto 1ozt
Denmark, Canute attacked Norway, and expelling
the juft but unwarlike Olauns, kept poffeffion of his
kingdom till the death of that prince, He had now,
by his conquefts and valoyr, attained the utmolt
height of grandeur : Having lcifure from wars and
intrigues, he felt the ynfatisfactory nature of all hu-
man enjoyments ; and, equally weary of the glories
and turmoils of this life, he began to caft his view
towards that future exiftence, which it is fo natural
for the human mind, whether fatiated by profperity,
or difgufted with adverfity, to make the objeét of
its attention. Unfortunately the fpirit which pre-
vailed in that age gave a wrong diretion to his de-

Ly vyotion ;
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¢ o AP votion : Inftead of making compenfation to thofs
M whom he had injured by his former adts of violence,
he employed hinfelf entirely in thofe exercifes of
piety which the monks reprefented as the moft me.
rvitorious. He built chuiches, he endowed monaf.
teries, he enriched the ceclefiaftics, and he beftowed
revenues for the fupport ol chantries at Affington
and other places ; where he appointed prayers to ba
faid for the {ouls of thofe who had therc fallen in
battle againfl him. He even undertook a pilgiim.
age to Rome, where he refided a confiderable times
Befides obtaining from the pope fome privileges for
the Englifh {chool eredied there, he engaged all the
princes, through whole dominions he was obliged
10 pafs, to defift from thofe heavy impofitions and
tolls which they were accuflomed to exa& from
the Englifh pilgrims. By this {pirit of devation,
no lefs than by his equitable and politic adminittra.
tion, he gained, in a good mealure, the affe@ions

of his fubjects,

Canurr, the ereatefl and moft power ful monarch
of his time, foverciga 1 Denmauk and Norway, as
well as of England, could not fail of mecting with
adulation fiom his courtiers ; a tribute which is
liberally paid cven to the meanell and weakeft
princes. Some of his flatterers breaking out one
day in admiiation of his grandeur, exclaimed that
every thing was poflible for himn: Upon which the
wmonarch, it is faid, ordered his chair to be fet on
the {va- fhore, while the tide was rifing ; and as the
waters approached, he commanded them to retire,
and 1o obey the vpice of him who was lord of the
ocean. lle feigned to fit fome time in expeftation
of their fubmiffion 3 but when the fea ftill advanced
towards him, and began to wath him with its bil-
lows, he turned to his courtiers, and remarked to
them, that every creature in the univerle was feeble
and, impotent, and that power refided with one
Being alone, in whofe fiands were ali the elements

of
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of nature; who could fay to the ocean, Thus for €1 AP
il
Sbalt thou go, and no farther ; and who could level «mmpmmas

with his nod the molt towering piles of human piide
and ambition.

Trz only memorable aftion which Canute per-
formed after his return from Rome, was an expe-
dition againft Malcolm, king of Scotland. Duiing
the reign of I'thelred, a tax of a fhilling a hide had
been impofed on all the lands of England. Tt was
commonly called Danegelt ; becaufe the revenue had
been employed either in buying peace with the
Danes, or in making preparations againfl the in-
roads of that hoflile nation. That monarch had
required that the fame tax thould be paid by Cum.
berland which was held by the Scots ; but Malcolin,
a watlike prince, told him, that as he was always
able to repulle the Danes by his own power, he
would neither fubmit to buy peace of his enemies,
nor pay others for refifting them. Ethelred, of-
fended at this reply, which contained a fecret re-
proach on his own condud, undertook an expedi-
tion againft Cumberland ; but though he committed
ravages upon the country, he could never bring
Malcolm to a temper more humble or fubmiffive.
Canute, afier his acceffion, fummoned the Scottith
king to acknowledge himfell a vaffal for Cumber-
land to the crown of England ; but Malcolm re-
fuled compliance, on pretence that he owed fromage
to thofe princes only who inherited that kingdom
by right of blood. Canute was not of a temper to
bear this infult; and the king of Scotland foon
found that the fceptre was'in very different hands
from thofe of the feeble and irrefolute Ethelred.
Upon Canute’s appcaring on the frontiers with a
formidable aimy, Malcolm agreed that his grand-
fon and heir, Duncan, whom he put in poileflion
of Cumberland, (hould make the {ubmiffions re.
quired, and that the heirs of Scotland fhould, al-

ways
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ways acknowledge themfelves vaffals to England for
that province

Canurr pafled four yearsin peace after this en.
terprile, and he died at Shatrtbuty* 5 leaving three
fons, Sweyn, Flarold, and Hardicanute. Sweyn,
whom he had by his firll marriage with Alfwen,
daughter of the earl of Hanipfthive, was crowned in
Norway : Hardicanute, whom Mmma had borg
him, was in pofleflion of Denmark : Harold, who
was of the fame marriage with Sweyn, was at thag
time in England.

HAROLD HAREFOOT.

THOUGH Canute, in his treaty with Richard,

duke of Normandy, had ftipulated that bis
children by Emma fhould fucceed to the crown of
England, he had either confidered himfelf as scleafed
from that cngagement by the death of Richard, or
ofteemed it dangerous to leave an unflettled and
newly conquered kingdom in the hands of fo young
a prince as Hardicanute : He therefore appointed,
by his will, Harold fucceflor to the crown. This
prince was befides prefent to maintain his claim;
he was favoured by all the Danes; and he got im-
mediately poffeffion of his father’s trealures, which
might be equally ufeful, whether he found it necef-
fary to proceed by force or intrigue in infuring his
fucceflion. On the other hand, Hardicanute had
the fuffrages of the Englith, who, on account of
his being born among them of queen Fmma, re-
garded him as their countryman ; he was favoured
by the articles of ireaty with the duke of Normandy;
and above all, his party was efpoufed by earl God-
win, the mofl powerful nobleman in the kingdom,
efpecially in the province of Weflex, the chief feat

*'W, Malm. p.74. ¢ Chron. Sax. p. 354 W, Malm, p. 8.
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of the ancient Englith, Affairs were likely to ter- ¢ H a p,

minate in a civil war; when, by the interpofition of
the nobility of both parties, a compromile was
made ; and it was agreed that Harold fhould en-
joy, together with London, all the provinces north
of the Thames, while the pofleflion of the fouth
fhould remain to Hardicanute ; and till that prince
fhould appear and take pofleffion of his dominians,
Tmma fixed her refidence at Winchefter, and efta-
blithed her authority over her fon’s thare of the par-
tition.

Meanwaine Robert, Duke of Normandy, died
in a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, and being fuc-
ceeded by a fon, yet a minor, the two Englith
princes, Alfred and Edward, who found no longer
any countenance or prote&ion in that country, glad-
ly embraced the opportunity of paying a vifit, with
a numeroys retinue, to their mother Emma, who
feemed to be placed in a ftate of fo much power
and fplendor at Winchefter. But the face of affairs
foon wore a melancholy afpe&t. Earl Godwin
had been gained by the arts of Harold, who pro-
mifed to efpoule the daughter of that nobleman ;
and, while the treaty was yet a fecret, thefe two ty-
rants laid a plan for the deftruction of the Englifh
princes. Alfred was invited to London by Harold
with many profeffions of friendfhip; but when he
had reached Guilford, he was fet upon by Godwin’s
-vaffals, about fix hundred of his train were murdered
in the moft cruel manner, he himfelf was taken pri-
foner, his eyes were put out, and he was condutted
to the monaftery of Ely, where he died foon after®.
Edward and Emma, apprifed of the fate which was
awaiting them, fled beyond fea, the former into

¢ . Hunt. p. 365, Ypod. Neulter. p. 434. Hoveden,

- 438, I-lChrm?. é’[asxlr. P 11’56. Higden,Pp. 337’ Chron, i,
etri de Burgo, p. 39 Sim. Dun. p. 179. ~ Abbas Rieval,
P- 366. 374. Brompton, p. y35. Gul. Gem. lib, 7. cap. 11,
Matth, Weft, p. 209. Flor, Wigom. p. 622. Alur>Begerl,

P18
Normandy,

1.

ottt



136

HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

¢ # A p. Normandy, the latter into Flanders. While Ha.

1930,

rold, triumphing in his bloody policy, took poffel-
fion, without refiftance, of all the dominions af.
figned to his brother.

Tins is the only memorable aflion performed,
during a reign of four years, by this prince, who'
mave {o bad a fpecimen of his chataéter, and whole
bodily accomplithments alone are known to us by
his appellation of Harcfaot, wlich he acquired from
his apility in running and walking. 1le died on the
14th of April, 1039 little regretted or eftcemed
by his fubjects ; and left the fucceflion open to his
brother, Hardicanute,

HARDICANUTLE.

'F_KARDI(JANUTF., or Conute the TTardy, that
44 4. the robuft (for heteyis chiclly known by
his bodily accomplifhments), ‘hough, by remaining
fo leng in Denmark, he had been deprived of his
fhare in the partition of the kingdom, had not
abandoned his pretenfions 3 and he had determined,
before 1larold’s death, to recover by arms, what he
had loft, either by his own negligence, or by the
neceflity of his affairs. On pretence of paying a
vifit to the queen Dowager in Flanders, he had afs
femblad a fleet of fixty fail, and was preparing to
make a defcent on England, when intelligence of
his brother’s death induced him to fail immediately
to London, where he was received in triumph, and
acknowledged king without oppofition.

Tug firll at of Hardicanute’s government af
forded his fubje@ls a bad prognoftic of his future
condu. He was fo enraged at Harold, for de-
priving him of his fhare of the kingdom, and for
thé cruel trcatment of his brother Alfred, fhat, in
an impotent defire of revenge againfl the dead, he
ordered his bedy to be dug up, and to, be thrown
into the Thames : And when it was found by fome

‘ﬂihexlmen,
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filhermen, and buried in London, he ordered it ¢ i a .

again to be dug up, and to be thrown again into
the river : But it was fifhed up 2 fecond time, and
then interred with great fecrecy.  Godwin, equally
fervile and infolent, fubmitted to be his inftrumeut
in that unnatural and bratal aflion.

TraT nobleman knew that he was univerfully
believed to have been an accomplice in the barbarity
excrcifed on Alfred, and that he wis on that accouut
obnoxious to Ilardicanute; and perhaps he hoped,
by difplaying this rage againft Harold’s memory, to
juftify himfelf from havirg had any participation in,
his counfels. But priice Edward being invited
over by the king, immediately on lis appearance,
preferred an accufation againft Godwin for the mur-
der of Alfred, and demanded juftice for that crime.
Godwin, in order to appeafe the king, made him a
'magnificent prefent of a galley with a gilt fterny
rowed by fourfcore men, who wore each of them a
gold bracelet on his arm, weighing fixteen ounces,
and were armed 4nd clothed in the moft fumptuous
manner. Hardicanute, pleafed with the fplendor
of this fpe@acle, quickly forgot his brother’s mur-
der ; and on Godwin’s {wearing that he was inno-
cent of the crime, heallowed him to be acquitted.

THoueH Hardicanute, before his acceflion, had
been called over by the vows of the Englih, he
foon loft the affetions of the nation by his mifcon-
dud@ ; but nothing appeared more gtievous to them;
than his renewing the impofition of Danegelt, and
obliging the nation to pay a great fum of money fo
the fleet which brought him irom Denmark. The
difcontents ran high in many places : In Worceller
the populace rule, and put to death two of the
colleftors. The king, enraged at this oppofition,
fwore vengeance againit the city, and ordered thiree
noblemen, Godwin, duke of Weflex, Siward, duke
of Northumberland, and Leofric, duke of Mergia,
to exccute his menaces with the utmoft rigoor.

9 They
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They were obliged to fet fire to the city, and de-
liver it up to be plundered by their foldiers; but
they faved the lives of the inhabitants, whom the
confined in a fmall ifland of the Scvern, called
Bevery, till by their interceflion, they were able to
appeafe the king, and obtain the pardon of the
fupplicants.

"Cris violeht government was of fliort duration,
Hardicanute died in two years after his acceffion,
at the nuptials of a Danith lord, which he had ho.
noured with his prefence. His ufual hablis of in-
temperance were fo well known, that, rotwith.
ftanding his robuft conftitution, his fudden death
gave as little furprife asit did forrow to his fubjeds.

EDWARD the CoNFESSOR.

HE Englifh, on the death of Hardicamite, faw
a favourable opportunity™for recovering their
liberty, and for fhaking off’ the Danifh yoke, under
which they had fo long laboured. Sweyn, king of
Norway, the eldeft fon of Canute, was ablentj
and as the two lalt kings had died without iffue,
hone of thdt race prelented himfell, nor any whoni
the Danes could fupport as fucceflot to the threne.
Prince Ldward was fortunately at court on his bro-
ther's demife ; and though the defcehdants of Ed:
mond Ironfide were the truc heirs of the Sakon
family, yet their abfence in fo remote 2 country as
Hungary, appeated a {uflicient reafon for their ex-
clufion to a people like the Englifh, fo little ac
cuftomed to obferve a regular order in the fucceffiorl
of their monarchs, .All delays might be danger
ous ; ahd the prefent occafion mull hattily be em-
braced; while the Danes, without concert, without
a leader, aftonifhed at the prefent incident, and
anxious only for their perfonal fafety, durft not
oppole the united voide of the natlon,

Bur
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Burt this concurrence of circumftances in favour ¢ 11 A ».

of Edward, might have failed of its effet, had his
fucceflion been oppofed by Godwin, whofe power,
alliances, and abilities, gave him a great influence
at all times, efpecially amid(t thofe fudden opportu-
nities which always attended a revolution of govern-
ment, and which, cither feized or negleted, com-
monly prove decifive.  There were oppofite reafons
which divided men’s hopes and fears with regard to
Godwin’s conduét. On the one hand, the credit of
that nobleman lay chiefly in Weflex, which was al-
moft entirely inhabited by Englifh: It was therefore
prefumed, that he would fecond the withes of that
people in reftoring the Saxon line, and in humbling
the Danes, from wuom he, as well as they, had
reafon to dread, as they had already felt, the moft
grievous oppreflions. On the other hand, there
fubfifted a declared animofity between Fdward and
Godwin, on account of Alfred’s murder, of which
the latter had publicly been accufed by the prince,
and which he might believe {o deep an offence as
could never, on account of any fubfequent merits,
be fincerely pardoned. But their common friends
here interpofed ; and reprefenting the neceflity of
their good correfpondence, obliged them to lay
afide all jealoufy and rancour, and concur in re-
floring liberty to their native country. Godwin
ouly {tipulated that Edward, as a pledge of his fin-
cere reconciliation, fhould promife to marry his
daughter Editha; and having fortified himfelf by
this alliance, hie fammoned a general council at
Gillingham, and prepared everymeafure for fecuring
the fucceffion to Edward. The Englith were una-
nimous and zealous in their refolutions ; the Danes
were divided and difpirited : Any fmall oppofition
which appcared in this affembly was brow-beatea
and fupprefled 5 and Edward was crowned king,
with every demonftration of duty and atﬁ"m‘fhoxur
THE
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Tru: triumph of the Englith, upon this ﬁgnal
and decifive advantage, was av fult attended with
fome inlult and violence againfl the Danes ; but the
king, Ly the mildnels of his charafler, loon recon.
ciled the latter to his adminiftration, and the diftine.
tion between the two nations gradually difappeared,
The Danes were inteifperfed with the Englifh in
molt of the provinces; they fpoke ncarly the fame
language ; they differed little in their manners and
laws ; domeftic diffenfions in Denmark prevented,
for fome years, any powerful invafion from thence,
which might awaken paft animofities ; and as the
Norman conquefl, which enfued foon after, res
duced both nations to equal fubjeftion, there is no
farther mention in hiflory of any difference between
them. The joy, however, of their prefent deliver-
ance made [uch impreflion on the minds of the Eng.
lifh, that they inflituted an anpual feflival for cele.
biating that grear event ; and it was obferved in
fome countries cven to the time of Spellman®,

Tux popularity which Edward enjuyed on hip
acceflion, was not deftroyed by the firft adl of his
adminiflration, his refuming all the grants of his
immediate predeceflois; an attempt which is coms
monly attended with the moft dangerous confes
quences. The poverty of the crown convinced the
nation that this a& of violence was become abfos
lutely neceffary ; and as the lofs fell chicfly on the
Danes, who had obtained large grants from the late
kings, their countrymen, on account of their fer-
vices in fubduing the kingdom, the Englith were
rather pleafed to fee them reduced to their primis
tive poverty. The king’s feverity alfo towards his
mother, the queen-dowager, though expofed to
fome more cenlure, met not with very general dif.
apptobation. He had hitherto lived on indiffcrent

¥ Spell. Gloffary, in verbo Horday.
terms
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terms with that princefs ; he accufed her of negle@- ¢ B & v

ing him and his brother during their adverfe for-
tune” : He remarked, that as the fuperior quali-
ties of Canute, and his better treatment of her, had
made her entirely indifferent to the memoy of
Fihelred, the alfo gave the preferenceto her children
of the fecond bed, and always regarded Hardicanute
as her favourite. The fame reafons had probably
made her unpopular in England ; and though her
benefaétions to the monks obtained her the favour of
that order, the nation was not, in general, difplcafed
to fee her ftripped by Edward of immenfe treafures
which fhe had amaffed. He confined her, during
the remainder of her life, in a monaltery at Win.
chefter ; but cartied his rigour againft her no far.
ther. The ftories of his accufing her of a partici-
pation in her fon Alfred’s murder, and of a crimi-
nal correfpondence with the bithop of Winchefter,
and alfo of her juftifying herfelf by treading bare-
foot, without recciving any hurt, over nine burning
plough-fhares, were the inventions of the monkifh
hiflorians, and were propagated and believed from
the filly wonder of pofterity *.

Tue Englith flattered themfelves that, by the ac-
ceflion of Edward, they were delivered for ever
from the dominion of foreigners; but they foon
found that this evil was not yet entirely removed.
'The king had been educated in Normandy ; and
had contrafted many intimacies with the natives of
that country, as well as an affection for their man-
ners’. The court of England was foon filled with
Normans, who, being diftinguifhed both by the fa-
vour of Edward, and by a degree of cultivation fu-
petior to that which was attained by the Englifh in
thofe ages, foon rendered their language, cultoms,
and laws, fafhionable in the kingdom. The ftudy
of the French tongue became general among the

v Anglia Sacra, vol. i, p. 237. * EHigden, p. 2777
¥ Ingulf, p. 62, .

Vor. I M people.
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CH AP people. The courtiers affefted to imitate that ne-
tion in their drefs, equipage, and entertainments
Fven the lawyers employed a foreign language in
their deeds and papers * : But above all, the church
{elt the influence and dominion of thofe ﬂrangers !
Ulf and William, two Normans, who had formerly
been the king’s chaplains, were created hifhops of
Dorchefter and London. Robert, a Norman alfo,
was promoted to the fee of Canterbury?, and al-
ways cnjoyed the higheft favour of his mafter, of
which his abilities rendercd him not unworthy,
And though the king’s prudence, or his want of
authority, made him confer almoft all the civil and
militaiy employments on the natives, the ecclefi-
aftical preferments fcll often to the fharc of the
Normans ; and as the latter poflefled Edward’s con-
fidence, they had fecrctly a great influence on pub-
lic aftairs, and excited the jealoufy of the Englith,
particularly of Yarl Godwin =

‘THis powerful nobleman, befides being duke or
earl of Weffex, had the counties of Kent and Suffex
annexed to his government. His cldelt fon, Sweyn,
poflufled the fame aythority in the countics of Ox-
ford, Berks, Glocefler, and Hereford : And Ha-
rold, his fecond fon, was duke of Ealt-Anglia, and
at the fame time governor of Effex. 'The great
authority of this family was fupported by immenfe
pofleflions and power{ul alliances ; and the abilities,
as well as ambition, of Godwin himfelf, contributed
to render it flill more dangerous. A prince of
greater capacity and vigonr than Edward would
have found it difficult to fupport the dignity of the
crown undey fuch eircumflances ; and as the haughty
temper of Godwin made him often forget the re-
fpedt dpe to his prince, Edward’s animo%ty againft
him was'grounded on perfonal as well as political
confiderations, on recent as well as more ancient in-

% Ingulf, p.62. - ¥'Chron, Sax. p. 163 = W. Malm. p. 8a.
juries.
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juries. The king, in purfuance of his engage-
ments, had indeed married Editha, the daughter of
Godwin®; but this alliance became a frefh fource
of enmity between them. Edward’s hatred of the
father was transferred to that princefs j and Editha,
though poffefled of many amiable accomplithments,
could never acquire the confidence and affeftion of
her hufband. It is even pretended that, during the
whole courfe of her life, he abftained from all com-
inerce of love with her ; and fuch was the abfurd
admiration paid to an inviolable chaftity durin
thofe ages, that his conduét in this particular s
highly celebrated by the monkifh hiftorians, and
greatly contributed to his acquiring the title of faint
and confeflor °.

Tre moft popular pretence on which Godwin
could ground his difaffetion to the king and his
adminiftration, was to complain of the influence of
the Normans in the government ; and a declared op-
pofition had thence arifen between him and thefc
favourites. It was not long before this animofity
broke into ation. Eufltace, count of Bologne,
having paid a vifit to the king, pafled by Dover
in his return: One of his train, being refufed cn~
trance to a lodging which had been affigned him,
attempted to make his way by force, and in the
conteft he wounded the mafter of the houfe. The
inhabitants revenged this infult by the death of the
ftranger ; the count and: his train took arms, and
murdered the wounded townfman; a tumult en-
fued ; near twenty perfons were killed on each fide ;
and Euftace, being overpowered by numbers, was
obliged to fave his life by flight from the fury of the
populace. He hurried immediately to court, and
eomplained of the ufage he had met with : The king
entered zealoufly into the quarrel, and was highly

* Chron. Sax. p. 157, bW, Malm. p. 8o, Higden,
p-277-  Abbas Rieval, p. 366. 377. Murth, Weft. p, 221
Chron. Thom, Wykes, p. 21, Anglia Sacta, vol. & p.241.
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CH A P« difpleafed that a ftranger of Tach diftin@tion, whom

tememee? 1€ hadd intvited over to his court, thould, without an
juflt caule, as he blieved, have felt fo fenfibly the in.
folence and animofity of his people. 1le gave orders
to Godwin, in wholu government Dover lay, to re.
pair immediately to the place, and to punifh the in.
habitants for the crime : But Godwin, who defired
rather to encourage than reprefs the popular difcon.
tents againfl foreigners, refufed obedicnce, and en.
deavoured to throw the whole blame of the riot on
tlhe count of Bologne, and his retinue®. Edward,
touched in fo {fenfible a point, faw the neceflity of
exerting the royal authority ; and he threatened
Godwin, if he perfifled in his difobedience, to make
him feel the utmoft effetls of his refentment.

Tue earl, perceiving a rupture to be unavoidable,
and pleafed to embark in a caufe where it was likely
he fhould be fupported by his countrymen, made
preparations for his own defence, or rather for an
attack on Edward, Under pretence of reprefling
fome diforders on the Welfh fronticr, he fecretly
aflembled a great army, and was approaching the
king, who refided, without any military {orce, and
without fufpicion, at Glocefter?. Edward applied
for protetion to Siward, duke of Noithumberland,
and Leofric, duke of Mercia, two powerful noble.
men, whofe jealoufy of Godwin’s greatnefs, as well
as their duty to the crown, engaged them to defend
the king in this extremity. They haftened to him
with fuch of their followers as they could aflemble
on a fudden; and finding the danger much greater
than they had at firft apprehended, they iffued orders
for muftering all the forces within their refpettive
governments, and for marching them without delay
to the defence of the king’s perfon and authority.
Edward, meanwhile, endeavoured to gain time by,
negocigtion ; while Godwin, who thought the king

¢ Chron. Sax. pa163. 'W.Malm. p. 81. Higden, p. 270.
¢ Chron: Sax. p. 163. W, Malm, p. 81, .
. entirely
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entirely in his power, and who was willing to fave ¢ ¥ ‘A P.

appearances, fell into the fnare; and not fenfible
that he ought to have no farther referve alter he had
proceeded fo far, he loft the favourable opportunity
of rendering himfelf mafter ofthe goveinment.

Tuz Englith, though they had no high idea of
Edward’s vigour and capacity, bore him great affec.
tion on account of his humanity, juftice, and plety,
as well as the long race ,of their native kings from
whom he was defcended ; and they haftened from
all quarters to defend him from the prefent danger.
His army was now fo confiderable, that he ven.
tured to take the field ; and marching to London,
he fummoned a great council to judge of the rebel.
lion of Godwin and his fons. Thele noblemen pre-
tended at firlt that they were willing to ftand their
trial ; but having in vam endeavoured to make their
adherents perfift in rebellion, they offered to come
to London, provided they might receive hoftages for
their fafety : "I'his propofal being rejeted, they were
obliged to difband the remains of their forces, and
have recourfe to flight. Baldwin, ear] of Flanders,
gave proteflion to Godwin and his three fons,
Gurth, Sweyn, and Tofti ; thelatter of whom had
married the daunghter of that prince ; Harold and
Leofwin, two other of his fons, took fhelter in Ire.
land, The eftates of the father and fons were con-
fifcated : Their governments were given to others:

ueen Editha was confined in a monaftery at Ware-
wel :" And the greatnefs of this family, once fo for-
midable, feemed now to be totally fupplanted and
overthrown.

Bur Godwin had fixed his authority on too firm
a bafis, and he was too ftrongly fupported by alli-
ances, both foreign and domeftic, not to occaﬁop
farther difturbances, and make new eflorts for his
re-eftablithment. The earl of Flanders permitted
him to purchafe and hire fhips withiri his harboyrs 3

and Godwin, having manned them with his fol-
no- lawerg

1052,
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¢ H A P lowers, and with frecbooters of all nations, put to

v L

fea, and attempted to make a defcent af Sandwich,
The king, informed of his preparations, had equip-
ped a confiderable fleet, much fuperior to that of
the enemy ; and the earl haftily, before their ap.
pearance, made his retreat into the Flemith har.
bours®. The Englith court, allured by the pre.
fent fecurity, and deftitute of all vigorous counfels,
allowed the feamen to difband, and the fleet to go
to decayf; while Godwin, expeéting this event,
kept his men in readinefs for allion. He put to
fea immediately, and failed to the Ifle of Wight,
where he was joined by Harold, with a fquadron
which that nobleman had colle&ed in Ireland. He
was now mafter of the fea ; and entering every har.
bour in the fouthern coaft, he feized all the fhipss,
and fummoned his followers in thofe counties,which
had fo long been fubjett to his government, to affift
him in procuring juftice to himfelf, his family, and
his country, again{l the tyranny of forcigners. Re-
inforced by great numbers from all quarters, he en
tered the Thames 5 and appeating before London,
threw every thing into confufion. The king alone
feemed refolute to defend himfelf to the laft extre.
mity ; but the interpofition of the Englith nobility,
many of whom favoured Godwin’s pretenfions,
made Edward hearken to terms of accommaodation ;
and the feigned humility of the earl, who difclaimed
all intentions of oﬂ'erin% violence to his fovereign,
and defired only to juftify himfelf by a fair and open
trial, paved the way for his more eafy admiffiop.
It was ftipulated, that he fhould give hoftages for
his good behaviour, and that the primate and all
the foreigners fhould be banifhed : - By this treaty,
the prefent danger of a civil war was obviated, but
the apthority of the crown was confiderably impaired,
or rather entirely annihilated. Edward, fenfible that

°%im Dun, 186,  fChron. Sag. p. 166. & Ibid
he
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he had not power fufficient to fecure Godwin’s
hoflages in England, fent them over tv his kinf-
man, the young duke of Normandy,

Gopwin’s death, which happened foon after,
while he was fitting at table with the king, prevented
him from farther eftablithing the authority which
he had acquired, and from reducing Edward to ftill
greater fubjeftion *, He was fucceeded in the go-
vernment of Weflex, Suflex, Kent, and Iffex, and
in the office of fteward of the houfhold, a place of
great power, by his fon Harold, who was aftuated
by an ambition equal to that of his father, and was
fuperior to him in addrefs, in infinuation, and in
virtue. By a modeft and gentle demeanor, he ac-
quired the good-will of Edward ; at leaft foftened
that hatred which the prince had fo long borne his
family*; and paining every day new partifons by
his bounty and affability, he proceeded iy a more
filent, and therefore a more dangerous manner, to
the increale of his authority, The king who had
not fuflicient vigour dircétly to oppofe his progrels,
knew of no otEer expedient than that hazardous
one, of raifing him a rival in the family of Leofric,
duke of Mercia, whofe fon Algar was invefted with
the government of Eaft-Anglia, which, before the
banifhment of Harold, had belonged to the latter
nobleman. But this policy, of balancing oppofite
parties, required a more {teady hand to manage it
than that of Edward, and naturally produced fac-
tion, and even civil broils, among nobles of fuch
mighty and independent authority, Algar was {oon
after expelled his government by the intrigues and
powet of Harold ; but being protefted by Griffith,
prince of Wales, who had married his daughter,
ay well as by the power of his father Leofric, he
obliged Harold to fubmit to an accommodation, and
was reinftated in the government of Faft-Anglia.

3
¥ Sec note[E] at the end of the volume, } Brompt, p. 948,
1 4 This
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v AT This peace was not of long duration : Harold, tak-
om0 advantage of Leofric’s dath, which happened

1055,

{oon after, expelled Algar ancw, and banifhed him
the kingdom : And though that nobleman made a
frefh irruption into Eafl-Anglia with an army of
Norwegians, and over-ran the country, his death
foon freed Harold from the pretenfious of fo dan.
gerous a rival. LEdward, the eldelt fon of Algar,
was indeed advanced to the government of Mercia ;
but the balance which the king defired to eltablith
between thofe potent families, was whollv loft, and
the influence of Harold greatly preponderated.
Tue death of Siward, duke of Northumberland,
made the way flill more opcn to the ambition of
that nobleman. Siward, befides his other merits, had
acquired honour to Fngland, by his fuccefr{ul con-
duét in the only foreign enterprife undertaken dur.
ing the reign of Xdward. Duncan, king of Scot-
land, wasaprince of a gentle difpofition, but pof-
fefled not the genius requifite for governing a coun-
try fo turbulent, and fo much infefled by 1he in-
trigues and animofities of the great, Macbeth, a
powerful nobleman, and nearly allied to the crown,
not content with curbing the king’s authority, cat-
ried ftill farther his peftilent ambition : Tie put his
fovercign to death ; chafed Malcolm Kenmore, his
fon and heir, into England; and ufurped the crown,
Siward, whofe daughter was married to Duncan,
embraced, by Edward’s orders, the protettion of
this diftreffed family: He marched an army into
Scotland ; and having defeated and killed Macbeth
in battle, he reftored Malcolm to the throne of hig
anceftors*. This fervice, added to his former con-
ne&tions with the royal family of Scotland, brought
a great acceflion to the anthority of Siward in the
north ; but as he had loft his eldek fon, Ofberne,
in the a&tion with Macbeth, it proved in the iffue

hWe Malmf. ‘p. 79. Hoveden, p. 443. Chron. Mailr,
pr 158 Puchadan, p. 115 edit. 1715, '
‘ ' fata]
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fatal to his family. His fecond fon, Walthoef, ap-
peared, on his father’s death, too young to be en-
trulted with the government of Northumberland ;
and Harold’s influence obtained that dukedom for
his own brother "Pofti,

Tirmrye are two circumfitances related of Siward,
which difcover his high fenfe of honour, and his
martial difpofition. When intelligence was brought
him of his fon Ofberne’s death he was inconfolable;
till he heard that the wound was received in the
breaft, and that he had behaved with great gallantry
in the action. "When he found his own death ap-
proaching, he ardered his fervants to clothe him in
a complete fuit of armour ; and fitting ere on the
couch, with a fpear in his hand, declared that in
that pofture, the only one worthy of a warrior, he
would patiently await the fatal moment.

'T'HE king, now worn out with cares and infirmi-
ties, felt himfelf far advanced in the decline of life ;
and having no iffue himfelf, began to think of ap-
pointing a fucceflor to the kingdom. He fenta
deputation to Hungary, to invite over his nephew,
Edward, fon of his elder brother, and the only re-
maining heir of the Saxon line. That prince, whofe
fucceflion to the crown would have been eafly and
undifputed, came to England with his children, Ed-
gar, furnamed Atheling, Margaret and Chriftina ;
but his geath, which happened a few days after his
arrival, threw the king into new difficulties. He
faw, that the great power and ambition of Harold
had tempted him to think of obtaining pofleflion of
the throne on the firft vacancy, and that Edgar, on
account of his youth and inexperience, was very
unfit to oppofe the pretenfions of fo popular and
enterprifing a rival. The animofity which he had
long borne to earl Godwin, made him averfe to the
fucceffion of his fon; and he could not, without
extreme reluftance, think of an encreafe of gran-
deur to a family which had rifen on the ruins of

14 royal
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w1 AP royalauthority, amd which, by the murder of Alfred,

‘e his brother, had contributed o much to the weak.
ening of the Saxon line. In this uncertainty, he fe.
cretly caft his cye towards his kinfman, William
duke of Normaly, as the only perfon whofe power,
and reputation, and capacity, could fupport any de.
ftinatiory which he might make in his favour, to the
exclofion of Harold and his family !

TH1s famous prince was natural {fon of Robert
duke of Normandy, by Harlotta, daughter of a
tanner in Falaife*, and was very early cftablifhed in
that grandeur from which his birth feemed to have
fet him at fo great a diftance. While he was but
nine years of age, his father had reflolved to under.
take a pilgrimage to Jerufalem; a fafhionable ad
of devotion, which had taken place of the pilgrim.
ages to Rome, and which, as it was attended with
more difticulty and danger, and carried thofe religi.
ous adventurers to the firfk {fources of Chriflianity,
appeared to them motc meritorious,  Before his de.
parture, he affembled the ftates of the dutchy 3 and
informing them of his defign, Lie engaged them to.
fwear allegiance to his natural fon, William, whom,
as he had no leghimate iffue, he intended, in cale
he fhould die in the pilgtimage, to leave fucceflor
1o his dominions ' As he was a prudent prince, he
could not but forelce the great inconveniencies which
muft attend this journey, and this fettlement of his
fucceflion; arifing from the perpetual turbulency of
the great, the claims of other branches of the ducal
family, and the power of the French monarch: But
all thefe confiderations were furmounted by the pre-
vailing zeal for pilgrimages ™ ; and probably the
more important they were, the more would Rober!
exult in facrificing them to what he imagined to be
his religious duty.

! Tugrulf, . 68, k Bhampton, p. gLo.
1% Malm. P 03 m Vyod, Neult, p. 452
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Tais prince, as he had apprehended, died inhis ¢ & a e.
pilgrimage ; ‘and the minority of his fon was at. "
tended with all thofe diforders which were almoft
ynavoidable in that fitudtion, The licentions
nobles, freed from the awe of fovereign authority,
broke out into perfonal animofities againft each
other, and made the whole country a f{cene of war
and devaftation®. Roger, count of Toni, and
Alain, count of Brittany, advanced claims to the
dominion of the ftate; and Henry I king of
France, thought the opportunity favourable for re-
ducing the power of a vaffal, who had originally
acquired his fettlement in fo violent and invidious a
manner, and who had long appeared formidable to
his fovereign °.  The regency eftablithed by Robert
encountered great difhiculties in fupporting the
government under this complication of dangers; and
the young prince, when he came to maturity, found
himfelf reduced to a very low condition. But the
great qualities, which he foon difplayed in the field
and in the cabinet, gave encouragement o his
friends, and ftruck a terror into his enemies. He
oppofed himfelf on all fides againft his rebellious
fubjefts, and againft foreign invaders; and by his
valour and conduét prevailed in every aétion. Ile
obliged the French king to grant him peace on rea-
fonable terms ; he expelled all pretenders to the fo-
vereignty ; and he reduced his turbulent barons to
pay {ubmiffion to his authority, and to fulpend their
mutual animofities. The natural feverity of his
temper appeared in a rigorous.adminiltration of
juftice ; and having found the happy effects of this
plan of government, without which the laws in
thofe ages became totally impotent, he regarded it
2s a fixed maxim, that an inflexible conduét was
the firft duty of a fovereign.

5 W. Mulm. p. 95, Gul Gemet. lih. 7. cap.t. =
*W. Maln. p.o7.
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‘I'ee tranquillity which he had cflablithed in his
dominions, had aiven William leifure to pay a vifit
to the king of Ingland during the time of Godwin’s
banilhment ; and he was received in a nianner fuit-
able to the great reputation which he had acquired,
to the relation by which hc was connected with I'd-
ward, and to the obligations which that prince owed
to his family®. On the return of Godwin, and the
expulfion of the Norman favourites, Robert, arch-
bithop of Canterbury, had, before his departure,
perfuaded Edward to think of adopting William ay
his fucceffor; a counfel which was favoured by the
king’s averfion to Godwin, his prepoficflions for the
Normans, and his efteem of the duke. That pre-
late, therefore, received a commiffion to inform
‘William of the king’s intentions in his favour ; and
he was the firlt perfon that opened the mind of the
prince to entertain thofe ambitious hopest. But
Edward, irrcfolute and feeble in his purpofe, find-
ing that the Englith would more eafily acquiefce in
the reftoration of the Saxon line, had, in the mean
time, invited his brother’s defcendants from Hun.
gary, with a view of having them recognized heirs
to the crown, 'Che death of his nephew, and the
inexperience and unpromifing qualitics of ypung
Edgar, made him refume his {ormer intenrions in
favour of the duke of Normandy ; though his aver-
fion to hazardous enterprifes engaged him to poft-
pone the execution, and even to keep his purpofe
fecret from all his minifters,

Harorp, meanwhile, proceeded, after a more
open manner, in increafing his popularity, in efta-
blithing his power, and in preparing the way for his
advancement on the firft vacancy ; an event which,
from the age and infirmitics of the king, appeared

? Hoveden, p. 442. In%ulf, p 65. Chron, Muilr. p. 157.
1

Higgen, p. 279. ngulf, p, 68.  Gul. Gemet, lib. 7.
cap. 31, Order. Vitalis, p. 492,

not
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not very diftant. But there was flill an obftacle,
which it was requifite for him previoufly to over-
come. Earl Godwin, when reftored to his power
and fortune, had given hoftages for his good beha-
viour ; and among the rcft, onc fon and one grand-
fon, whom Kdward, for greater fecurity, as has been
related, had configned to the cuftody of the duke of
Normandy. Harold, though not aware of the duke’s
being his competitor, was uneafy that {uch near rela
tions thould be detained prifoners in a foreign coun-
try; and he was afraid left William fhould, 1n favour
of Edgar, retain thefe pledges as a check on the am-
bition of any other pretender. He reprefented,
therefore, to the king, his unfeigned fubmiffion to
royal authority, his fteady duty to his prince, and
the little neceflity there was, after fuch a uniform
trial of his obedience, to detain any longer thofe
hoflages who had bLeen required on the firlt com.
pofing of civil difcords. By thefe topics, enforced
by his great power, he extorted the king’s confent
to releale them; and in order to effe€t his purpofe,
he immediately proceceded, with a numerous reti-
nue, on his journcy to Normandy. A tempeft drove
him on the territory of Guy count of Ponthieu,
who, being informed of his quality, immediatcly
detained him prifoner, and demanded an exorbitant
fum for his ranfom. Ilarold found means to con.
vey intelligence of his fituation to the duke of Nor-
mandy ; and reprefented, that while he was pro-
ceeding to bis court, in cxecution of a comnmiifion

from the king of Lngland, he had met with this-

harth treatment from the mercenary difpofition of
the count of Ponthicu.

WiLLiam was.mmediately fenfible of the im-
portance of the incident. Ile forefaw, that il he
could once gain Ilarold, either by favours or me-
naces, his way to the throne of England would be
open, and Edward would meet with no farther ob-

flacle in exccuting the favourable intentions wﬁu}:lh
e
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¢ 11 A v, he had entertained in his behalf. He fent, there.
. Lu. fore, a meffenger to Guy, in order to detmand the
liberty of his ptifoner; and that nobleman, not
daring to refufe {o great a prince, put Harold into
the hands of the Norman, who conduéted him to
Rotien, William teceived him with every demon.
ftration of refpedl and friendfhip ; and after fhowing
himfelf difpofed to comply with his defire, in de.
livering up the hoftagés, he took an opportunity of
difclofing to him the great fecret, of his pretenfions
to the crown of England, and of the will which Ed.
ward intended to make in his favour. He defired
the affiftance of Harold in perfefling that defign;
he made profeflions of the utmoft gratitude in re.
turn for fo great an obligation ; he promifed that
the prefent grandeur of Harold’s family, which fup.
ported itfelf with difliculty under the jealoufy and
hatred of Edward, thould receive new increafe from
3 fucceflor, who would be fo greatly beholden to
him for his advancement. Harold was furprifed at
this declaration of the duke ; but being fenfible that
he fhould never recover his own liberty, much lefs
that of his brother and nephew, if he refuled the
demand, he feigned a compliance with William,
renounced all hopes of the crown for himfelf, and
profefled his fincere intention of fupporting the will
of Edward, and {econding the pretenfions of the
duke of Normandy., William, to bind him faftey
to his interefts, befides offering him one of his
daughters in marriage, required him to take an
oath that he would fulfil his promifes ; and in order
to render the oath more obligatory, he employed an
artifice well-fuited to the ignorance and fuperftition
of the age. ¥e fecretly conveyed under the altar,
on which Harold agreed to {wear, the reliques of
fome of the moft revered martyrs ; and when Ha.
rold had taken the oath, he fhewed him the reliques,
and admonifhed him to obferve religiouflyan engages
mert which had been ratified by fo tremendous a
{an&tion.
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fanctions The Englith nobleman was aftonifhed; cri a

but difflembling his concern, he renewed the fame
profeffions, and was difmifled with all the marks of
mutual confidence by the duke of Normandy,

Wurn Harold found himfelf at liberty, his am.
bition fuggefted cafuiltry fufficient to jultify to him
the violation of an oath, which had been extorted
from him by fcar, and which, if fulfilled, might be
attended with the fubjetion of his native country
to a foreign power. e continued flill to pradile
every art of popularity ; to increafe the number of
his partifans ; to reconcile the minds of the Eng-
lith to the idea of his fucceffion; to revive their
hatred of the Normans; and, by an oftentation of
his power and influence, to deter the timorous Ed-
ward from executing his intended deftination in fa.
vour of William. Fortune, about this time, threw
two incidents in his way, by which he was enabled
to acquire general favour, and to increafe the cha-
radter which he had already attained, of virtue and
abilities.

Tre Wellh, thongh a lefs formidable cnemy
than the Danes, had long been accultomed to infelt
the weftern borders ; and after committing fpoil on
the low countries, they ufually made a halty retreat
into their mountains, where they were {heltered
fram the purlfuit of their enemies, and were ready
to {cize the firlt favourable opportunity of renewing
their depredations.  Griffith, the reigning prince,
had greatly diftinguithed himfelf in thofe incurfions ;
and his name had become fo terrible to the Fnglith,
that Harold found he could do nothing more ac-
ceptable to the public, and more honourable for
himfelf, than the fupprefling of fo dangerous an
enemy. He formed the plan of an expedition
againlt Wales; and having prepared fome light-
armed foot to purfue the natives into their fafineffes,
-t Wacs, , 460, MBS, penes Carte, p. 354, W. Malm.
P 93 H, I!I’;t‘x‘;fg p.4366. Hove.zien, Pe 449 %Eoggpton, b 9%.7..
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¢’ A D fome cavalry to feour the open country, and g

oy Tquadron of (hips to attack the fen-coaft, he em.
ployed at once all thefe forces againft the Wellh,
profecuted his advantages with vigour, made no in.
termiffion in his affaults, and at latt reduced the
enemy to [uch diftrefs, that, in order to prevent
their total deflruction, they made a facrifice of their
prince, whole head they cut off, and fent to Ha-
rold ; and they were content to receive as their fo-
vereigns, two Welth noblemen appointed by Ed.
ward to rule over them. The other incident was
no lefs honourable to Harold.

TosT1, brother of this nobleman, who had been
created duke of Northumberland, being of a violent
tyrannical temper, had ated with fuch cruelty and
injuftice, that the inhabitants rofe in rebellion, and
chafed him from his governwent., Morcar and
Edwin, two brothers, who pofleffed great power in
thofe parts, and who were grandfons of the great
duke Leofric, concurred in the infurrettion; and
the former, being eleGed duke, advanced with an
army to oppole Harold, who was commiffioned by
the king to reduce and chaftife the Northumbrians.
Before the armies came to afion, Morcar, well
acquainted with the generous difpofition of the
Englifli commander, endeavoured to juftify his own
condué. Ile reprefented to Havold, that Tofti
had behaved in a mauner "unworthy of the flation
to which he was advanced, and no one, not even
a brother, could fupport fuch tyranny without par-
cipating, in fome degree, of the infamy attending
it 3 that the Northumbrians, accuftomed to a legal
adminiftration, and regarding it as their birth-right,
were willing to fubmit to the king, but required a
governor who would pay regard to their rights and
privileges ; -that they had been taught by their an-
ceftors, that death was preferable to fervitude, and
had-taken the field, determined to perith, rather
than fuffer a_renewal of thofe indignities to which

' " they



EDWARD THE CONFESSOR.

they had fo long been expofed ; and they trufted ¢ "

that ITarold, on refle€tion, would not detend in an-
other that violent condu@, from which he himfelf,
in his own government, had always kept at o great
a diftance. This vigorous remonflrance was ac-
companied, with fuch a detail of fatts, o well fup-
ported, that Harold found it prudent to abandon
his brother’s caufe; and returning to Edward, he
perfuaded him to pardon the Northumbtians, and
to confirm Morcar in the government. He even
married the fifter of that nobleman®; and by his
intereft, procured Edwin, the younger brother, to
be eletted into the government of Mercia, Tofti
in a rage departed the kingdom, and took fhelter
in T'landers with earl Baldwin, his father-in-law.

: By this marriage Harold broke all meafures with
the duke of Normandy 3 and William cleatly per-
ceived that he could no longer rely on the oaths and
promifles which he had extorted from him, But
the Englith nobleman was now in fuch a fituation,
that he deemed it no longer neceflary to diffemble.
He had, in his condu towards the Northumbrians,
given fuch a fpecimen of his moderation as had
gained him the affeCtions of his countrymen. He
faw that almoft all England was engaged in his in-
terefts ; while he himfelf poffeffed the government
of Weflex, Morcar that of Northumbeiland, and
Edwin that of Mercia. He now openly afpired to
the fucceffion; and infifted, that fince it was ne-
ceffary, by the confeflion of all, to fet afide the
royal family, on account of the imbecility of Edgar,
the fole fmiviving heir, there was no one fo capable
of filling the throne as a nobleman of great power,
of mature age, of long exper.ence, of approved
courage and abilities, who, being a native of the
kingdom, would effeGually fecure it againfl the do-
minion and tyranny of foreigners. Edward, broken

* Order. Vitalis, p. 492,
Yor. L, . N with
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CTUAT with age and infirmities, faw the difficulties too gredt

‘et fOT h'm to encounter 3 and though his inveterate
prepofieflions kept him from feconding the preten.
fions of Harold, he took but feeble and irrefolute
fieps for feeuring the fuceeflion to the duke of Nor.
mandy *.  While he cotuinued i this uncertainty,
he was furpriled by ficknefs, which brought him
to his grave, on the fifth of January 1066, in the
fixty-fifth year of his age, and twenty-fifth of his
reign.

Tris prince, to whom the monks gave thé ritle
of faint and confkffor, was the laft of the Saxon line
that ruled in England. Though his reign wag
peaceable and fortunate, he owed his profperity lefs
to his own abilities than to the conjunétures of the
times. The Danes, employcd in other enterprifes,
attempied not thofe incurfions which had been fo
troublefome to all his predeceffors, and fatal to forse
of them, The facility of his difpofition made im
acquitfce under the government of Godwin and his
fon Harold ; and the abilities, as well as the power,
of thefe noblemen enabled them, while they werd
entrufled with authority, to preferve domeftic peace
and (randuillity. The moft commendable circum-
ftance of Edward’s government, was his attention to
the adminitt1ation of juftict, and his compiling, for
that purpofe, a body of laws, which he collefted
fiom the laws of Ethelbert, Ina, and Alfred, This
compilation, though now loft (for the laws that pafs
undet Edward’s name wete compofed afterwards *),
was long the obje@t of affe@tion to the Englith
nation.

Ebwarp the Confellor was the firlt that touched

v for the king’s evil: The opinion of his fandlity pro-
cured belief to this cure among the people: His
fucceflors regarded it as a part of their flate and
gzandeur to uphold the fame opinion. It has been

‘ See note [F] at the end of the volume.
Spelm. in verbo deliva. .
, . contitued
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continued down to our time; and the praftice was
firft dropped by th: prefent royal family, who ob-
ferved, that it could no longer giveamazement ev. nt
to the populace, and was attended with ridicule iax
the eyes of all men of underftanding,

HAROLD

HAROLD had fo well prepared matters before
- the death of Edward, that he immediately
{tepped into the vacant throne; and his acceflion
was attended with as little oppofition and difturb-~
ance, as if he had fucceeded by the molt undoubted
hereditary title  The citizens of London were hig
gealous partifans : The bithops and clergy had
adopted his caufe; and all the powerful nobility,
connefted with him by alliance or friendfhip, wills
ingly feconded his pretenfions. The title of Edgar
Atheling was fcarcely mentioned 5 much lefs the
claim of the duke of Normandy: And Harold,
affembling his partifans, reccived the ctown from
their hands, without waiting for the free delibera-
tion of the ftates, or regularly fubmitting the quel-
tion to their deterwination”. If any were averfe
to this meafure, they were obliged to conceal their
fentiments ; and the new prince, taking a general
filence for confent, and founding his title on the
fuppofed fuffrages of the people, which appeared
unanimous, was, on the day immediately fucceed-
ing Edward’s death, crowned and anointed king,
by Aldred archbifhop of York. The whole nation
feemed joyfully to acquielce in his elevation.

Tae firlt [ymptoms of danger which the king
difcovered came {rom abroad, and from his own

.7 0. Pitt. p. 196, Ypod. Neuft, p.436. Order. Vitalis,
g- 492, M. Welt.p. 221, W, Malni. p. 93,  Ingulf, p. 68.

rompton, p. 957. Koyghton, p.2339. . Hunt. p, 16w
Many of the hiftorians {uy, that Harold was regularly elected by
the flates; Some, that Edward left him his fucceffor by will.
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¢ 1 AP brother Tofti, who had [ubmitted to a voluntas

\anpmt Danifhment in Flanders,  Lniaged at the fuccefsful
ambition of Harold, to which he himfelf had fallen
a viflim, he filled the court of Baldwin with com.
plaints of the injuflice which he had fuffered : He
engaged the intereft of that family againfl his bro.
ther : He endeavoured to form intrigues with fome
of the difcontented nobles in England : He fent his
emiffaries to Norway, in order to roufe to arms the
freebooters of that kingdom, and to excite their
hopes of reaping advantage from the unfettled ftate
of affairs on the ufurpation of the new king: And
that he might render the combination more formi.
dable, he made a journey to Normandy ; in expefia.
tion that the duke, who had married Matilda,
another daughter of Baldwin, would, in revenge of
his own wrongs, as well as thofe of Tolfti, fecond,
by his counfels and forces, the projefted invafion of
Yngland *.

'z duke of Normaudy, when he firft received
intelligence of Harold’s intrigues and acceffion, had
been moved to the highell pitch of indignation 3 but
that he might give the better colour to his preten.
fions, he fent an embafly to England, upbraiding
that prince with his breach of faith, and fummon.
ing him to refign immediately pofleflion of the king.
dom. Harold replied to the Norman ambaffadors,
that the oath, with which he was reproached, had
been cxtorted by the well-grounded [ear of violence,
and could never, for that reafon, be regarded 23
obligatory : "That he had had no commiffion, either
from the late king, or the ftates of England, who
alone could difpole of the crown, to make any ten-
der of the fucceflion to the duke of Normandy ; and
il he, a private perfon, had affumed fo much au-
thority, and had even voluntarily fworn to fupport
the duke’s pretenfions, the oath was unlawful, and

¥ Order. Vitalis, p. 492.
5 it
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it was his duty to feize the firft opportunity of cu ar.

breaking it : That he had obtained the crown by
the unanimous fuflrages of the people ; and fhould
prove himfelf totally unworthy of their favour, did
he not ftrenuoufly maintain thofe national liberties,
with whofe prote@tion they had entrufted him:
And that the duke, if he made any attempt by force
of arms, fhould experience the power of an united
nation conduéted by a prince, who, fenfible of the
obligations impofed on him by his royal dignity,
was determined that the fame moment fhould put
a period to his life and to his government.”

Tr1s anfwer was no other than William expe&-
ed ; and he had previonfly fixed his refolution of
making an attempt upon England. Confulting only
his courage, his refentment, and his ambition, he
overlooked all the difficulties infeparable from an at-
tack on a great kingdom by fuch inferior force, and
he faw only the circumftances which would facilitate
his enterprife. He confidered that Ingland, ever
fince the acceffion of Canute, had enjoyed profound
tranquillity, during a period of near fifty years; and
it would require time for its foldiers, enervated by
long peace, to learn difcipline, and its generals ex-
perience. He knew that it was entirely unpro-
vided with fortified towns, by which it could pro-
long the war ; but muft yenture its whole fortune
in one decifive aétion againft a veteran enemy, who,
being once mafter of the field, would be in a con-
dition to overrun the kingdom. He faw that Ha.
rold, though he had given proofs of vigour and
bravery, had newly mounted a throne, which he had
acquired by fation, from which he had excluded a
very ancient royal family, and which was likely to
totter under him by its own inftability, much more
if fhaken by any violent external impulfe. And he
hoped, that the very circumftance of his crofling the

¥W. Malm, p. og. Hipden, p. 285, Matth. Welt, pa
De Gelt, Angl. :fflrm audtore, P+ 331.
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¢ u 4P fea, quitting his own country, and leaving himfelf

ML no hopes of retreat 3 as it would altonith the enemy

by the boldnefs of the enterpile, would infpirit his

foldiers by defpair, and roufe them to fultain the
reputation of the Norman arms.

Tue Normans, as they had long been diftin.
guifhed by vab>ur among all the European nations,
had at this tiwve atrained to the higheft pitch of mi-
litary glorv  Befides acquiring by arms fuch a no-
ble territory in France, befidss ctending 1t againft
continual attempts of the Fiench monarch and all
its nerghbours, befides exerting many afls of vi.
gour under their prefent fovereign 5 thev had, about
this yury time, revived their ancient fame, by the
moft hazardons exploits, and the moft wonderful
fuccell s, in the other extremity of Eulgje A fow
Norman adventurers in Italy had acquired [uch an
afcendant, not only over the Itulians aud Gieeks,
but the Germans and Saracens, that they expelled
thole foreigners, procured to themfclves ample efta.
blifhments, and laid the {ound tion of the opulent
kingdom of Naples and Sicily *.  Thefe enterprifes
af men, who were all of them vaffalsin N ormangy,
many of them banithed for faction and rebellion,
excited the ambition of the haughty William ; who
difdained, after fuch examplas of fortune and vp-
lour, to be deterred from mabing an attack on 2
neig hbouring country, where he could be fupported
by the whole force of his principality,

Tue fituation alfo of Europe infpired Wilflam
with hopes, that, befides his brave Normans, he
might employ againft Ingland the flower of the mi-
litary force which was difperfed in all the neighbour-
ing {tates. TFrance, Germany, and the Low Coun-
tries, by the progrefs of the feudal inftitutions, were
divided and {ubdivided into many principalities and
baronics ; and the poflcfiors, enjoying the giyil ju-

z Gu]c Gemetu libl 7- Cap- 3°l
rifdiction
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tiffi@tjon within themfelves, as well as the right of
arms, aéted, in many refpedts, as independent fo-
vereigns, and maintained their properties and pri-
vileges, lefs by the authority of laws than by their
own force and valour. A military fpirit had uni-
verfally diffufed itfelf throughout Europe; and the
fevera leaders, whofe minds were elevated by their
princely fituation, greedily embraced the moft ha-
zardous enterprifes ; and being accuffomed to no-
thing from their infancy but recitals of the fuccefs
attending wars and battles, they were prompted by
2 natura! ambition to imitate thofe adventures,
which they heard fo much celebrated, and which
were fo much exaggerated by the credulity of the
age. United, however loalely, by their dyty to
one fuperior lord, and by their conneflions with
the great body of the community to which they be-
longed, they defired to fpread their fame each be-
yond his own diftriét ; and in all aflemblies, whe-
ther infliruted for civil deliberations, for military
expeditions, or merely for {how and entertainment,
to outfhine each other by the reputation of {trength
and prowefs. Hence their genius for chivalry;
hence their impatience of peace and tranquillity ;
and hence their readinefs to embark in, any dan-
gerous enterprife, how little foever interefted jn its
failure or fuccefs,

WiprLiay, by his power, his coyrage, %nd his -

abilities, had long maintained a pre-eminence among
thofe hanghty chieftains; and every one who de-
fired to fignalize himf{elf by his addres in military
exercifes, or his valour in aftion, had been ambi.
tious of acquiring a reputation in the conrt and in
the armies of Normandy. Entertained with that

hofpitality and courtefy which diftinguifhed the age, -

they had formed attachments with the prince, and
greedily attended to the profpeéts of the fignal glory
and elevation which he promifed them in retirn for
their concurrence in an expedition againft Englses
N4 The
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¢ Ha P, The more grandeur there appeared in the attempt,
‘....,I::___. the more it fuited their romantic fpirit: The fame

of the intended invafion was already diffufed ever
where : Multitudes crowded to tender to the duke
thelr fervice, with that of their vaffals and retainers®y
And Willlam found lefs difficulty in completing his
levies, than in chufing the mbft veteran forces, and
in rejeQing the offers of thofe who were impatient
to acquire fame under fo renowned a leader,
Brsipes thefe advantages, which William owed
to his perfonal valour and good conduét ; he was
indebted to fortune for procuripg him fome affift-
ance, and allo for removing many obftacles which
it was natural for him to expe in an undertaking,
in which all his neighbours were fo deeply interefted,
Conan, count of Britanny, was his mortal enemy :
In order to throw a damp upon the duke’s enter-
prife, he chofe this conjun&ure for reviving his claim
to Normandy itfelf; and he required, that in cafe
of William’s fuccefs againft England, the pofieffion
of that dutchy thould devolve to him®.  Bur Co-
nan died fuddenly after making this demand ; and
Hoel, his predeceffor, inftead of adopting the malig.
nity, or, more properly fpeaking, the prudence of
his {ucceflor, zealoufly feconded the duke’s views,
and fent his eldeft fon, Alain Fergant, to ferve un,
der him with a body of five thoufand Britons, The
counts of Anjou and of Flanders encouraged their
fubjeéts to cngage in the expedition ; and even the
court of F'rance, though it might juftly fear the ag-
grandizement of fo dangerous a vaffal, purfued not
its intercits on this occafion with fufficient vigour
and refolution. Philip I the reigning monarch,
was a mipor 3 and William, having communicated
his pr?_:& to the council, having defired affliftance,
and offered to Jo homage, in cafe of his fuccefs,
for the crown of England, was indeed openly or-

e =
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dered to lay afide all thoughts of the enterprifes € H# A P,
but the earl of Flanders, his father-in-law, being at wompmms
the head of the regency, favoured under-hand his
levies, and fecretly encouraged the adventurous no-
bility to inlift under the ftandard of the duke of
Normandy.

TuE emperor, Henry IV, befides openly giving
all his vaflals permiffion to embark in this expedi-
tion, which fo much engaged the attention of Eu-
tope, promifed his proteétion to the dutchy of Nor-
mandy during the abfence of the prince, and there-
by enabled him to employ his whole force in the in-
vafion of England . But the moft important ally,
whom William gained by his negociations, was the
pope, who had a mighty influence over the ancient
barons, no lefs devout in their religious principles,
than valorous in their military enterprifes. The
Roman pontiff, after an infenfible progrefs during
feveral ages of darknels and ignorance, began now
to lift his head openly above all the princes of Fu-
rope; to aflume the office of a mediator, or even
an arbiter, in the quarrcls of the greateft monarchs ;
to interpofe in all fecular affairs; and to obtrude
his diftates as fovereign laws on his obfequious dif-
ciples, It was a fufficient motive to Alexander IL
the reigning pope, for embracing William’s quar-
rel, that he alone had made an appeal to his tribunal,
and rendered him umpire of the difpute between
him and Harold ; but there were other advantages
which that pontiff forefaw muft refult from the
conqueft of Fngland by the Norman arms. That
kingdom, though at firft converted by Romilh mif-
fionaries, though it had afterwards advanced fome
farther fteps towards fubjeftion to Rome, main-
tained f1ill a confiderable independence in its eccle-
fiaftical adminiftration ; and forming a world within
itfelf, entirely feparated from the reft of Europe, it

- e Gul Pi&. po198. -
had
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g u A P had hitherto proved inacceflible to thofe exorbitant
claims which fupported the grandeur of the papacy,
Alexander therefore loped, that the French and
Norman barons, if fuccefsful in their enterprife,
might import into that country a more devoted te.
verence to the holy fee, and bring the Euglifh
churches to a nearer conformity with thole of the
continent. e declared immediately in favour of
William’s claim ; pronounced Harold a perjured
ulurper; denounced excommunication againft him
and hisadherents ; and the more to encourige the
duke of Normandy in his enterprife, he fent him a
confecrated banner, and a ring with one of St. Pe-
ter’s hairs in 1t 9. Thus were all the ambition and
violence of that invafion covered over fafely with
the broad mantle of religion.

Tne greateft difficulty which William had to en.
counter in his preparations, arole from his own
fubje@s in Normandy. ‘Fhe ftates of the dutchy
were aflembled at Lifleboune; and fupplies being
demanded for the intended enterprile, which pro-
mifed fo niuch glory and advantage 10 their coun-
try, there appeared a relutance in many members,
bath to grant fums fo much beyond the common
mealfure of taxes in that age, and 10 let 3 precedent
of performing their military fcrvice at a dilance
from their own country. = The duke, findmy it
dangerous to folicit them in a body, conferred fepa:
rately with the richeft individuals in the provinces
and beginning with thofe on whofe affeétions he
moft rilied, he gradually engaged all of them to
advance the fums demanded. The count of Longue.
ville feconded him in this negociation ; as did the
count of Mortaigne, Qdo bithop of Baieux, and
clpecially William Fitz. Ofborne, connt of Breteiiil,
and conltable of the dutchy. Every perfon, when
he himfeif was once engaged, endeavoured to bring

)
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over others ; and at laft the ftates themlelves, after
ftipulating that this conceffion fhould be no pre-
cedent, voted that they would aflilt their prince ta
the utmolt in his intcnded enterprile°.

WirLiiM had now affembled a fleet of 3000
veflels great and fmall¥, and had fele@ed an army of
60,0p0 men from among thole numerous fupplies
which from every quarter folicited to be received
into his fervice. The camp bore a fplendid yet a
martial appearance, from the difcipline of the men,
the beauty and vigour of the horfes, the luftre of
the arms, and the accoutrements of both; but
above all, from the high names of nobility who en~
gaged under the banners of the duke of Normandy.
The molt celebrated were Euftace count of Bou«
logne, Aimeri de Thouars, Hugh d’Eftaples, Wil-
liamd’Evreux, Geoffrey de Rotrou, Roger de Beau-
mont, William de Warenne, Roger de Montgo-
mery, Hugh de Grantmefnil, Charles Mrtel, and
Geoflrey Giffard®. To thefe bold chicfrains Wil-
liam beld up the fpoils of England as the prize of
their valour ; and pointing to the oppofite fhore,
called to them, that #here was the field, on which
they muft ere trophigs to their name, and fix
their eftablifhments.

WaiLk he was making thefe mighty preparations,
the duke, that he might encreale the number of
Harold’s enemies, excited the inveterate rancour of
Tofti, and encouraged him, in concert with Harold
Halfagar, king of Norway, to infeit the coalts of
England. Tolti, having colleéted about fixty vel-
fels in the ports of Flanders, put to fea; and after
committing fome depredations on the fouth and eaft
coafts, he failed to Northumberland, and was there
joined by Halfagar, who came over with a great
armament of three hundred fail. The combined
fleets entered the Humber, and dilembarked the

¢ Camden. Introd. ad Britan. p. 212, 2d edits  Gibf, Wor.
ftegan, p. 173.  f Gul, Gemet. lib. 7. cap. 34, 8 Order.
Vitalis, p, 501,

troops,

187

CHAP
1.

S gl



88
CHAPD
1l
Sngaon, pomarsd

Sept. 23,

HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

troops, who began to cxtend their' depredations of,
all fides; when Morcar earl of Northumberland,
and Edwin ear] of Mercia, the king’s brother-in.
law, having haltily colle@ed fome forces, ventured’
to give them battle. The action ended in the de-
feat and flight of thele two noblemen.

Harowno, informed of this defeat, haftened with
an army to the prote€tion of his people; and ex-
prefled the utmofl ardour to fhow himfelf worthy of
the crown which had been conferred upon him,
'This prince, though he was not fenfible of the full
extent of his danger, from the great combination
againft him, had employed every art of popularity
to acquire the affeltions of the public ; and he gave
fo many proofs of an equitable and prudent admi-
niftration, that the Englith found no reafon tore.
pent the choice which they had made of a fovereign,
"They flocked from all quarters to join his ftandard
and as {oon as he reached the enemy at Standford,
he found himfelf in a condition to give them battle,
The adtion was bloody ; but the victory was decifive
on the fide of Flarold, and ended in the total rout *
of the Norvegians, together with the death of Tofti
and Halfagar. Even the Norvegian fleet fell into
the hands of Harold; who had the generofity to
give prince Olave, the fon of Halfagar, his liber.
ty, and allow him to depart with twenty veflels.
But he had {earcely time to rejoice for this victory,
when he received intelligence that the duke of Not-
mandy was landed with a great army in the fouth of
England.

"F'rie Norman fleet and army had been affembled,
early in the fummer, at the moush of the fmall river
Dive, and all the troops had been Iﬁﬂ:anﬂy em-
barked ; but the winds proved long contrary, and
detained them in that harbour. The authority,
however, of the duke, the good difcipling main-
tained among the feamen and foldiers, and the grea
carg, 9 Tupplying them with provifions, had pre-
vented any dilorder ; when at laft the wind ?ecame

AV



Favourable, and enabled them to fail along the coaft ¢ 11 a 2.
till they reached St Valori. There were, however, _""_,
feveral veflels loft in. this fhort paffage; and as the,
wind again proved contrary, the army began to
imagine that Heaven had declared again(t them, and .
that, notwith{tanding the pope’s bencdiftion, they
were deflined to certain deftruftion. Thefe bold
warriors, who defpifed real dangers, were very fub.
je& to the dread of imaginary ones ; and many of,
them began to mutiny, {fome of them even to defert
their colours; when the duke, in order to fupport
their drooping hopes, ordered a proceffion to, he.
made with the reliques of St. Valori®, and prayers
to be faid for more favourable weather. The wind ,
inftantly changed ; and as this incident happened on
the eve of the feaft of St. Michael, the tutelar faint
of Normandy, the foldiers, fancying they faw the
hand of heaven in allthefe concurring circumitances,
fet out with the greatcft alacrity : They met with no
oppofition on their paffage: A great fleet, which
Harold had affembled,, and which had cruifed all
fommer off the Ifle of Wight, had Leen difmifled,
on his receiving falfe intelligence that William, dif-
couraged by contrary winds and other accidents, had
laid afide his preparations. The Norman armament,
préceeding in great order, arrived, without any ma-~
terial lofs, at Pevenfey in Suflex ; and the army
quietly difembarked, The duke himfslf, as he
leaped on thore, happened to tumbleand fall; but
had the prefence of mind, it is faid, to turn the
omen to his advantage, by calling aloud that he had
taken pofleflion of the couniry. And a foldier,
running to a neighbouring cottage, plucked fome
thatch, which, as if giving him [eizine of the king-
dom, he prefented to his general. The joy and
alacrity of William and his whole army was lo gzeat,
that they were nowife difcouraged, even when they

" Higden, p.285. Order. Vitalis, p. sco. Matth, Paris,
edit, Parifis, anno 1644+ p. 2
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heard of Harold’s great viQory over the Norve:
gians : They feemed rather to wail with impatience
the arrival of the enemy.

Tug vidory of Harold, though great and ho-
noutable, had proved int the main prejudicial to his
interefts, and may be regarded as the immediaté
caufe of his ruin.  He loft many of his braveft offi-
cers and foldiets in the altion ; and he difgufled the
reft by refufing to diftribute the Norvegian fpoils
among them: A condué which was little agreedble
to his ufual generofity of temper ; but which his de.
fire of fparing the people, in the war that impended
over him from the duke of Normandy, had proba-
bly occafioned. He haflened, by quick marches,
to reach this new invader ; but though he was rein-
fotced at London and other places with frefh troops
he found himfell alfo weakened by the defertion oz'
his old foldiers, who from fatigue and difcontent
fecretly withdrew from their colours. His brother
Gurth, 2 man of bravery and condu&, began to en-
tertaihapprehenfions of the event ; and remonftrated
with the king, that it would be better policy to pro-
long the war; at leaft, to fpare his own perfon in
the altion. He urged to him, that the defperate
firuation of the duke of Normdndy made it requi
fite for that prince to bring matuteis to a fpeedy deci-
fion, and put his whole fortune on the iflue ot a bat-
tle; but that the king of England, in his own coun-
try, beloved by his lubjeéts, provided with every
fupply, had more certain, and lefs dangerous means
of eftfuring to himfelf the vitory ¢ That the Norman
traops, elated on the one hand with the higheft
hopts, and feeing, on the other, no refource in cafe
of 4 difcomfitare, would fight to the laft extremity
afd being the flower of all the warriors of the con-
tinent, muft be regarded as formidable to the Eng-
lilh : Thatif their fizlt fire, which is always the moft
dangerous, were allowed to languith for want of
ation ; it they were haraffed with {mall fkirmithes,
firaightened in provifions, and fatigued with the bad
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which was approaching, they muft fall an ealy and a
bloodlefs prey to their enemy: That if a general
attion were delayed, the Englith, fenfible of the im.
minent danger to which their properties, as well as
liberties, were expoled from thofe rapacious inva-
ders, would haften from all quarters to his affiflance,
and would render his army invincible: That 4t leaft,
if he thought it neceflaryto hazard a battle, he ought
not to expofe his own perfon, but referve, in cafe of
difaftrous accidents, fome refource to the libetty
and independence of the kingdom : And that hav-
ing once been fo unfortunate as to be confirained to
fwear, and that upon the holy reliques, to fupport
the pretenfions of the duke of Noimandy, it were
better that the command of the army fhould be en-
trufted to another, who, not beinz bound by thofe
facred ties, might give the foldiers more affured
hopes of a profperous iflue to the combat.

Hakotp was desf to all thefe remonftrances ;
Tlated with his paft profpetity, as well as ftimulated
by his natlve courage, he refolved to give battle in
f;rfon ; 4nd for that purpofe he drew nesr td the

ormans, who had renioved their camp and fleet to
Haftings, where they fixed their quarters. He was
fo confident of fuccels, that he fent a meffage to the
duke, promifing him a fum of rioney if he would
depart the kingdom without effufion of blood: But
his offer was rcjected with difdains and Williamy
not to be behind with h's enemy in vaunting, fent
him a meffage by lome monks, requjring him either
to refign the kingdom, or to hold it of him in
fealty, or to lubmit their canfe to the arbitration of
the pope, or to fight himi in fingle combat. Ha-
rold replied, that the God of battles would foon be
the arbiter of all theit differences ',

! Higden, p. 286,
Tse
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Tue Englifh and Normans now prepared then.
felves for this important decifion; but the afpet of

24th 08o- things, on the night before the battle, was very

diflerent in the two camps. The Englifh fpent the
time in riot, and jollity, and diforder ; the Normang
in filence, and in prayer, and in the other funétions
of their religion*. Qn the morning, the duke
called together the moft confiderable of his com.
manders, and made them a fpecch fuitable to the
occafion. He reprefented to them, that the event
which they and he had long wifhed for, was ap.
proaching ; the whole fortune of the war now de.
pended on their {words, and would be decided in a
fingle aftion 1 That never army had greater motives
for exerting a vigorous courage, whether they con.
fidered the prize which would attend their victory,
or the inevitable deftruction which muft enfue upon
their difcomfiture : That if their martial and veteran
bands could once break thofe raw foldiers, who had
rafhly dared to approach them, they conquered a
kingdom at one blow, and were juftly entitled to
all its poffeflions as the reward of their profperous
valour : That, onthe contrary, if they remitied in
the lealt their wonted prowefs, an enraged enemy
hung upon their rear, the fea met them in their
retreat, and an ignominious death was the certain
punifhment of their imprudent cowardice : That, b

collefling fo numerous and brave a hoft, he had en-
furcd every human means of conqueft; and the
commander of the enemy, by his criminal condudt,
had given him jult caufe to hope for the favour of
the Almighty, in whofc hands alone lay the event of
wars and battles: And that a perjured ufurper, ana-
thematized by the fovereign pontiff, and confcious
of hiz own breach of faith, would be flruck with
terror on their appearance, and would prognoftis

LW, Malm. p. 205, De Gelt. Angl. p. 332,
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¢ite to himfelf that fate which his multiplied crinies
had fo juftly merited'. The duke next divided his
army into three lines : The firft, led by Montgo-
mery, cotififted of archers and light:armed infantry:
The fecond, commanded by Martel, was compofed
of his braveft battalions, heavy armed, and ranged
in clofe order: His cavalry, at whofe head he
placed himfelf, formed the third line ; and were fo
difpofed, thar they ftretched beyend the infantry,
and flanked each wing of the army ™. He ordered
the fignal of battle to be given; and the whole
army, moving at once, and finging the hymn ot
fong of Roland, the famous peer of Charlemagne®,
advanced in order and with alacrity towards the
enemy. :

Harorp had feized the advantage of a rifing
ground, and having likewife drawn fome trenches
to fecure his flanks, he tefolved to ftand upon the
defenfive, and to avoid all attion with the cavalry,
in which he was inferior. The Kentith men were

placed in the van; a poft which they had always’

claimed as their due: The Londeners guarded the
ftandard: And the king himielf, accompanied by
his two valiant brothers, Gurth and Leofwin, dif-
mounting, placed himfelf at the head of his in-
fantty, and exprefled his refolution to conquer,
or to perith in the aftion. The firft attack of
the Normans was defperate, but was received with
equal valour by the Knglith ; and after a furious
combat, which remained long undecided, the for-
mer, overcome by the difficulty of the ground, and
hard prefled by the enemy, began firlt to reax their
vigour, then to retreat ; and confufion was {pread-
ing among ‘the ranks, when William, who found

himfelf on the brink of def’crq&icn, haftened witha-

} . Hunt. p. 268. Brompton, p. g8g. Gul Pitk. p.2or. -
unt. p. 3 rompton, p. 959 Pig. psor.

® Gul, Pi&t. 201, Order Vital. p. so1.

193

CHAP
Mut.

L—-ﬂv-i-ﬂ

p. to1, Higden, p. 286. Marth. Welk. p. 223, DuCange’s”

Gloffary in verbo Cantilena Rolandi.

v Vor. L o - fele&t



194 HISTORY OT ENGLAND.

C H A P. fele band to the relief of his difimayed forces. Hig
\ 1L , prefence reftored the aftion; the Lnglih were
obliged to retire with lofs ; and the duke, ordering
his fccond line to advance, renewed the attack with
frefh forces, and with redoubled courage. TFinding
that the enemy, aided by the advaniage of ground,
and animated by the example of their prince, flill
made a vigorous iefliftance, he tried a ftratagenm,
which was very delicate in its management, but
which {eemed advifable in his delperate fituation,
where, if he zained not a decifive vi€tory, he was
totally undone : ¥le commanded lis treops to make
a bafly retreat, and ro allurc the enemy {rom their
ground by the appearance of flight. The artific
fucceeded againfl thofe unexperienced foldiers, who,
heated by the aétion, and [anguine in their hopes,
precipitately followed the Normans into the plain,
William gave orders, that at once the infantry
fhould face about upon their purfucrs, and the ca.
valry make an aflault upon their wings, and both
of them purfue the advantage, which the furprife
and terror of the enemy mult give them in that cri-
tical and decifive moment. The Englith were re-
pulfed with great flaughter, and driven back to the
hill ; where, being rallied by the bravery of Ilarold,
they were able, notwithftanding their lofs, to main-
tain the poft, and continue the combat. The duke
. tried the fame {tratagem a fecond time with the
fame fuccels ; but even after this double advantage,
he ftill found a great body ef the Englith, who,
maintaining themfelves in firm array, feemed deter-
mined to difpute the viGtory to the laft extremity.
1le ordered his heavy armed infantry to make an
atfanlt upon them; while his archers, placed behind,
fhould gall the enciny, who were expofed bythe fitu-
ation of the ground, and who were intent on defend-
ing themfelves againfl the fwords and fpears of the
afluilants. By this difpofition he at laft prevailed :
Yarold was flain by an arrow, while he was com-
bating
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bating with great bravery at the head of hismen: ¢ Ha .

His two brothers fhared the fame fate: And the
Englifh, difcouraged by the fall of thofe princes,

ave ground on all fides, and were purfued with
great (laughter by the vi€torious Normans. A few
troops, however, of the vanquifhed, had fill the
courage to turn upon their purfuers; and attack-
ing them in deep and miry ground, obtained fome
revenge for the flaughter and difhonour of the day.
But the appearance of the duke obliged them to
feek their fafety by flight ; and darknefs favedythem
from any farther purfuit by the enemy.

Trus was gained by William, duke of Nor.
mandy, the great and decifive vittory of Haflings,
after a battle which was fought from morning till
funfet, and which feemed worthy, by the heroic va.
lour difplayed by both armies, and by both com-
manders, to decide the fate of a mighty kingdom.
William had three horfes killed under him; and
there fell ncar fiftcen thoufand men on the fide of
the Normans : The lofs was ftill more confidcrable
onthat of the vanquifhed ; befides the death of the
king and his two brothers. The dead body of Ha-
rold was brought to William, and was generoufly
reftored without ranfom to his mother. The Nor-
man army left not the field of battle without giving
thanks to Heaven in the moft folemn manner for
their vittory : And the prince, having refrethed his
troops, prepared to pulh to the utmoft his advan-
tage againt the divided, difmayed, and dilcomfited
Englith.
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APPENDIX I

The ANGLO-SAxON GOVERNMENT and
MANNERS,

Firft Saxon Government——=Succeffion of the kings
——The Wittenagemotem——The Griffocracy s
The feveral orders of men—-=Courts of jufliccmmm—
Criminal law —— Rules of proof ———— Military
force=~Public revenue——Value of money—emm=
Maanners.

HE government of the Germans, and that of
T all the northern nations, who eftablithed
themfelves on the ruins of Rome, was always ex-
tremely free; and thofe fierce people, accuftomed
to independence and inured to arms, were more
guided by perfuafion than authority, in the fubmi(-
fion which they paid to their princes. The military
defpotifm, which had taken place in the Roman em.
pire, and which, previoufly to the irruption of thofe
conquerors, had funk the genius of men, and de-
ftroyed every noble principle of fcience and virtue,
was unable to refift the vigorous eflorts of a free
people ; and Europe, as from a new epoch, re-
kindled her ancient fpirit, and fhook off the bale
fervitude to arbitrary will and authority under which
the had fo long laboured. The free conflitutions
then eftablifhed, however impaived by the encroach-
ments of fucceeding princes, ftill preferve an air of
independence and legal adminiftration, which dif-
tinguith the Furopean nations ; and if that part of
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the globe maintain fentiments of liberty, honour,
equity, and valour, fuperior tothe reft of mankind,
it owes thefe advantages chiefly to the feeds im-
planted by thofe generous barbarians.

TweE Saxons who fubdued Britain, as they en.
joyed great liberty in their own country, obftinately
retained that invaluable poffeffion in their new fet.
tlement ; and they imported into this ifland the fame
principles of independence, which they had inhe.
rited from their anceltors. The chieftains (for {uch
they were, more properly than kings or princes)
who commanded them in thofe military expeditions,
fill pofleffled a very limited anthority ; and as the
Saxons exterminated, rather than fubdued, the an-
¢ient inhabitants, they were indeed tranfplanted into
s new territary, but preferved unaltered all their
civil and militaty inftitutions. The language was
pure Savon; cven the names of places, which often
remain while the tongue entirely changes, were al-
moft. all affixed by the conquerors ; the manners and
cuftoms were wholly German; and the fame piture
ofa fierce and bold liberty, which is drawn by the
mafterly pencil of Tacitus, will fuit thofe founders
of the Englifh government. The king, fo far from
being invelted with arbitrary power, was only con-
fidered as the firft among the citizens ; his authority
depended more on his perfonal qualities than on his
ftation ; he was even fo far on a level with the people,
that aftated price was fixed for his head, and a legal
fine was levied upon his murderer, which, though
proportionate to his ftation, and fuperior to that paid
for the life of a fubjet, was a fenfible mark of his
{ubordination to the community.

I'r is eafy to imagine, that an independent people,
fo Lirtle reftrained by law and cultivated by {cience,
would not be very ftri€t in maintaining a regular fuc-
ceflion of their princes. Thouvgh they paid great
regard to the royal family, and aferibed to it an un-
difputed fuperiority; they either had no rule, or

nonc
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none that was fteadily obferved, in filling the va-
cant throne; and prefent convenjence, in that
umergency, was more attended to than general prin-
ciples. 'We are not, however, to fuppofe that the
crown was confidered as altogether ele@ive; and
that a regular plan was traced by the conflitution
for fupplying, by the fuffrages of the people, every
vacancy made by the demile of the firft magiftrate.
if any king left a fon of an age and capacity fit for
overnment, the young prince naturally ftepped into
thethrone: If he was a minor, hisuncle, or the next
prince of the blood, was promoted to the govern-
ment, and left the fceptre to his poflerity : Any fo-
vereign, by taking previous meafures with the lead-
ing men, had it greatly in his power to appoint his
fucceflor; All thefe changes, and indeed the ordi-
nary adminiftration of government, required the
exprefs concurrence, or at leaft the tacit acqui-
elcence of the people ; but pofleflion, however ob-
taincd, was extremely apt to fecure their obedience,
and the idea of any right, which was once excluded,
was but feeble and imperfe@t. This is fo much the
cafe in all barbarous monarchies, and occurs fo often
in the hiltory of the Anglo-Saxens, that we cannot
confiftently entertain any other notion of their go-
vernment. 'The idea of an hereditary fucceflion in
" authority is fo natural to men, and is fo much forti-
fied by the ufual rule in tran{mitting private poffef-
fions, thatit mult retain a great influence on cvery
focicty, which does not exclude itby the refinements
of a republican conflitution. But as there is a ma-
terial difference between government and private
poffeflions, and every man is not as much qualificd
for exercifing the one, as for enjoying the other, a
people, who are not {enfible of the geperal advan.
tages attending a fixed rule, arc apt to make great
leaps in the fucceffion, and frequently to pals over
the perfon, who, had he pofiefled the requifite years
and abilities, would have been thought catitled to
04 the
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the fovereignty. Thus, thefe monarchies are not,

. _ ftri@tly fpeaking, éither eleclive or hereditary ; and

The Wit~
tenaemut,

though the deftination of a prince may often be fol.
lowed in appointing his fucceflor, they can as litde
be regarded as wholly teftamentary. The ftates by
their fuffrage may fometimes eftablith a fovereign ;
but they more frequently recognize the perfon whom
they find eftablifhed : A few great men take the
lead ; the people, overawed and influenced, acqui-
efce in the government; and the reigning prince,
provided he be of the royal family, pafles undif
putedly for the legal fovereign.

I is confefled, that our knowledge of the Anglo.
Saxon hiftory and antiquities is too imperfet to afs
ford us means of determining, with certainty, all
the prerogatives of the crown and privileges of the
people, or of giving an exat delineation of that
government. It is probable alfo, that the conflitu-
von might be fomewhat different in the different
kingdoms of the Heptarchy, and that it changed
confiderably during the courfe of fix centuries,
which elapfed from the firft invafion of the Saxons
till the Norman conqueft °.  But moft of thefe difs
ferences and changes, with their caufes and effefls,
are unknown to us; It only appears, that at all
times, and in all the kingdoms, there wasa nationa}
council, called a Wittenagemot, or affembly of the
wile men (for that is theimport of the term), whole
confent was requifite for enaéting laws, and for rati-
fying the chief a&ts of public adminiftration, The
preambles to al} the laws of Lthelbert, Ina, Alfred,

o We know of one change, not inconfiderable, in the Saxen
conftitwtion. The Saxon annals, p. 49, inform us, that it was
in early timés the prerogative of the king to name the dukes,
carls, aldermen, and fherifts of the counties. Afler, azontempo-
rary writer, informs us that Alfred depofed all the ignoyant al-
dermen, and appointed men of mare capacity in their place: Yet
the laws of Edward the Confelfor, § 35, fay exprefily, that the
herctoghs ar dukes, and the fheniffs, were chofen by the free-

livldersin the folkmote, a county court, which was affembledonce
a year, and where all the frecholders fwore allegionce to the king,

Edward
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Fdward the Flder, Athelftan, Fdmond, Edgar,
Ethelred,-and F.dward the Confeflor ; even thole to
the laws of Canute, though a kind of conqueror ;
put this matter beyond controver{y, and carry proofs
every where of a limited and legal government,
But who were the conftituent members of this Wit.
tenagemot has not been determined with certainty
by antiquaries. It is agreed, that the bifhops and
abbots? were an eflential part ; and it is allo evi-
dent, from the tenor of thofe ancient laws, that the
Wittenagemot enafled ftatutes which regulated the
ecclefiaftical as well as civil government, and that
thofe dangerous principles, by which the church is
totally fevered from the ftate, were hitherio un.
known to the Anglo-Saxons ¢, It alfo appears, that
the aldermen, or governors of counties, who after
the Danith times were ofien called earls *, were ad-
mitted into this council, and gave their confent to
the public ftatutes. But befides the prelates and al-
dermen, there is alfo mention of the wites, or wife-
men, as a component part of the Wittenagemot ;
but who #befe were, is not o clearly afcertained by
the laws or the hiftory of that period. The matter
would probably be of difficult difenflion, even were
it examined impartially; but as our modern parties
have chofen to divide on this point, the queflion has
been difputed with the greater obftinacy, and the
arguments on both fides have become, on that
account, the more captious and deceitful. Our mo-
narchical faGtion maintain, that thefe witer, or fa-
pientes, were the judges, or men learned in the law :
The popular faltion affert them to be reprefenta-
tives of the horoughs, or what we now call the
commons.

# Sometimes abbefles were admitted ; at lealt they often fiyn
the king’s charters or grants, Spelm. Glofl, iu verbo parka.
mgntum. 4 Wilkins paflim.

¥ See note [G] at the end of the volume.
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Tue expreflions employed by all ancient hifto.
tians, in mentioning the Wittenagemot, feem to
contradi&t the latter fuppofition. Thc membersare
almofl always called the principes, fatrape, opii-
mates, magnates, proceres ; terms which feem to
fuppofe an ariftocracy, and to exclude the com-

, MONS. The boroughs alfo, from the low flate of

commerce, were fo finall and fo poor, and the in.
habitants lived in fuch dependence on the great
men’, that it feems nowife probable they would be
admitted as a part of the national councils. The
commons are well known to hayve had no fhare in
the governments eflablithed by the Franks, Bur-
gundians, and other northern nations ; and we may
conclude that the Sazons, who remained longer bar-
barous and uncivilized than thofe tribes, would ne~
ver think of conferring fuch an extraordinary privi-
lege on trade and induftry. The military profefiion
alone was honourable among all thofe conquerors :
The warriors fubfifted by their pofleflions in land :
They became confiderable by their influence over
their vaflals, retainers, temants, and flaves: Andit
requires fliong proof to convince us that they would.
admit any of a rank fo much inferior as the bur-
gefles, to fhare with them in the legiflative autho-
rity., Tacitus indeed affirms, that, among the an-
cient Germans, the confent of all the members of
the community was required in every important de-
liberation ; but he fpeaks not of reprefentatives;
and this ancient praftice, mentioned by the Roman
hiftorian, could only have place in {mall tribes,
where every citizen might, without inconvenience,
be affembled upon any extraordinary emergency.
After principaliies became extenfive ; after the dif-
ference of property had formed diftinGtions more
important thun thofe which arofe from perfonal

¢ Brady’s Treatife of Englili Boioughs, p. 3, 44 5 &c

ftrengtl:
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frength and valour, we may conclude, that the
pational affemblies muit have been more limited in
their number, and compofed only of the more con-
fiderable citizens.

Bur though we muft exclude the burgefles, or
commons, from the Saxon Wittcnagemot, there is
{ome neceflity for {uppofing that this afembly con-
fited of other members than the prelates, abbots,
aldermen, and the judges or privy council. Forag
all thefe, excepting fome of the ecclefiaftics ®, were
anciently appointed by the king, had there been no
othey legiflative authority, the royal power had been
in 2 great meafure gbfolute, contrary to the tenor of
all the hiftoriuns, and to the praice of all the
northern nations. §¥e may therefore conclude, that
the more confiderable propiietors of land were,
without any ele€tion, conftituent members of the na-
tional affembly : There is reafon to think that forty
hides, or between four and five thoufand acres, was
the eftate requifite for entitling the poflefflor to this
honourable privilege. We find a paflage inan an-
cient author*, by which it appears, thata perfon of
very noble birth, even one allied to the crown, was
not efteemed a p:inceps (the term ufually employed
by ancient hiftorians, when the Wittenagemot is
mentioned) till he had acounired a fortune of that
amount. Nor need we imagine that the public
council would become diforderly or confufed by ad-
mitting {o great a multitude. "I'he landed property
of England was probably in few hands during the
Saxon times; at lealt during the latter part of that

* There is fome reafon to think that the bifhops were {ome.
times chofen by the Wittenagemot, and confirmed by the king.
Eddius, cap. 2., The abbots in the monafteries of royal foun-
dation were anciently named by the king ; though Edgar gave
the monks the ele&ion, and only referved to himfelf the ratifica-
tion. 'This deftination wasalterwards frequently violated ; and
the abbots, as well as Lifhups, were afterwards all appointed by
the king 5 as we learn from Ingulf, a wiiter contemporary to

the conquett. * 11ift, Elienfis, lib. 2. cap. 40.
6 paiod :
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period: And as men had hardly any ambition to
attend thofe public councils, there was no danger
of the affembly’s b:coming too numerous for the
difpatch of the little bufinefs which was brought be,
fore them.

It is certain, that whatever we may determine
concerning the conftituent members of the Wittena.
gemot, in whom, with the king, the legiflature
refided, the Anglo-S8axon government, in the pe.
riod preceding the Norman conqueft, was become
extremely ariftocratical: The royal authority was
very limited 5 the people, even if admitted to that
affembly, were of little or no weight and confider-
ation. We have hints given us in hiftorians, of the
great power and riches of particular noblemen:
And it could not but happen, after the abolition
of the Heptarchy, when the king lived ata diftance
from the provinces, that thofe great proprietors,
who refided on their eftates, would much augment
their authority over their vaffals and retainers, and
over all the inhabitants of the neighbourhood.
Hence the immeafurable power affumed by Harold,
Godwin, Leofric, Siward, Morcar, Edwin, Ed.
ric, and Alfric, who controlled the authority of the
kings, and rendered themfelves quite neceffary in
the government. The two latter, though detefted
by the people, on account of their joining a foreign
enemy, {till preferved their power and influence;
and we may therefore conclude, that their authority
was founded, not on popularity, but on family
rights and pofleffions. There is one Athelftan
mentioned in the reign of the king of that name,
who is called alderman of all England, and is faid to
be half-king ; though the monarch himfelf was a
prince of valour and abilities®. And we find, that
in the latter Saxon times, and in thefe alone, thg

® Hifl. Ramef, § 3. p. 387.

greay
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great oflices went from father to fon, and became
in a manner hereditary in the families *.

Tre circam{tances attending the invafions of the
Danes would alfo ferve much to encreafe the power
of the principal nobility. Thofe freebootcrs made
unexpected inroads on all quarters; and there was
a neceflity that each county fhould refift them by its
own force, and under the condu of its own nobi-
lity and its own magiftrates. For the fame reafon
that a general war, managed by the united efforts of
the whole flate, commonly augments the power of
the crown ; thofe private wars and inroads turned
to the advantage of the aldermen and nobles.

Awmowc that military and turbulent people, fo
averfe to commerce and the arts, and fo liitle enured
to induftry, juftice was commonly very ill admini-
ftered, and great oppreflion and violence feem to
have prevailed. Thefe diforders would be encreafed
by the exorbitant power of the ariftocracy; and
would, in their turn, contribute to encreafe it.
Men, not daring to rely on the guardianfhip of the
laws, were obliged to devote themfelves to the fer-
vice of fome chieftain, #hofe orders they followed,
even to the difturbance of the government, or the
injury of their fellow-citizens, and who afforded
them, in return, protefion [rom any infult or in-
juftice by ftrangers. Hence we find, by the ex
tra&ts which Dr. Brady has given us from Domel-
day, that almoft all the inhabitants, even of towns,
had placed themfelves under the clientfhip of fome
garticular nobleman, whofepatronage they purchafed

vy annual payments, and whom they were obliged
ta confider as their fovereign more than the king

¥ Roger Hoveden, giving the reafon why William the Con.
queror made Cofpatric earl of Noithumberland, fays, Nam ex
materno fanguine attinebat ad eum bonor ilhus comitatfs. Erat
erim ex maire Algitha, filia Uthredi comitis.  See allo Sim. Dun,
p. 205, We fee in thofe inflances the fame tendency towzids
rendering offices hereditary, which took place, during a meie

eatly period, on the continent; and which had already pro-
duced there its full efe&.

, himfelf,

20§

"PPJ-ndix.

\-—-,,—.J



206
HAppendix

Noswon caace)

HiSTORY OF ENGLAND.

himfelf, or even the legiflature*, A client, thougﬁ
a freeman, was fuppofed fo much to belong to his
patron, that. his murderer was obliged by law to pay
a fine to the latter, as a compenfation for his lofs 3
in like manner as he paid a fine to the mafter for the
murder of his flave’. Men who were of d more
confiderable rank, but hot powerful enough, each
to fupport himfelf by his own independent authority,
entered into formal confederacies with each other,
and compolfed a kind of feparate community, which
rendered ifelf formidable to all aggreffors. Dr.
Hickes has preferved a curious Saxon bond of this
kind, which he calls a Sedafitium, and which con-
tains many particulars charafteriftical of the man.
ners and cuftoms of the times 2, All the aflociates
are there faid to be gentlemen of Cambtidgefhire j
and they fwear before the holy reliques to obferve
their confederacy, and tobe faithful to each other :
They promife to bury any of the affociates who dies,
in whatever place he had appointed ; to contribute
to his funeral charges, and to attend at his inter-
mient ; and whoever is wanting in this laft duty,
binds himfelf to pay a mecafurs of honey. When
any of the aflociates is in danger, and calls for the
afiftance of his fellows, they promife, befides flying
to his fuccour, to give information to the fheriff;
and if he be negligent in protcdling the perfon ex-
pofed to danger, they engage to levy a fine of one
pound upon hin: IF the prefident of the fociety
himfelf be wanting in this particular, he binds him-
felf to pay one pound ; unlels he has the reafonable
excufe of ficknefs, or of duty to his fuperior, When’
any of the aflociates is murdered, they are to exalt
eight ponnds from the murderer ; and if he refufe
1o pay it, thcy are to profecutc him for the fum at

* Brady’s Trearife of Boronghs, 3, 4, 5, &c. The cafewas
the fame with the treemen in the country, See Pref. to his Hift,
P 8 0, 10, &e. ¥ L. Edw. Couf, § 8. apud Ingulf,

= Lutiire, Epilt. p. 21,

their
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their joint expence. If any of the aflociates who
happens to be poor kill a man, the fociety are to
contribute, by a certain proportion, to pay his fine:
A mark a-piece if the fine be 700 fhillings ; lefs if
the perfon killed be a clown or ceotle; the half of
that fum again if he be a Welfhman., But where
any of the affociates kills 2 man, wilfully and with.
out provocation, he muft himfelf pay the fine. If
any of the affociates kill any of his fellows in a like
criminal manner, befides paying the ufual fine to
the relations of the deceafed, he muft pay eight
pounds to the {ociety, or renounce the benefit of itz
In which cafe, they bind themlelves, under the pe-
nalty of one pound, never to eat or drink with
him, except in the prefence of the king, bifhop, or
alderman. There are other regulations to protect
themfelves and their fervants from all injuries, to
revenge fuch as are committed, and to prevent their
siving abufive language to each other ; and the fine,
which they engage to pay for this laft offence, is »
meafure of honey.

Iris not to be doubted but a confederacy of this
kind muft have been a'great fource of fricndfhip and
attachment ; when men lived in perpetual danger
from enemics, robbers, and oppreflors, and received
proteion chiefly from their perfonal valour, and
from the aflillance of their friends or patrons. As
animofuiiies were then more violent, connexions
were al{o more intimate, whether voluntary or de-
tived from bleod : The moft remote degree of pro-
pinquity was regarded: An indelible memory of
benefits was preferved : Severe vengeance was taken
for injuries, both from a point of honour, and as
the beft means of futore fecurity : And the civil
union being weak, many private engagements were
contracted n order to fupply its place, and to pro-
cure men that fafety which the laws and their own
innocence were not alone able to infure to the:m(.3

N
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Ox the whole, notwithftanding the feeming libers
ty, or rather licentioufnels of the Anglo-Saxons, the
great body even of the free citizens, in tholc ages,
really enjoyed much lefs true liberty than where the
execution of the laws is the moft fevere, and where
fubjedts are reduced to the ftrictelt fubordination
and dependence on the civil magiftrate. The reafon
isderived from the excefs itfelf of that liberty. Men
muft guard themfelves at any price againft infults
and injuries ; and where they receive not protection
from the laws and magiftrate, they will feek it by
fubmiffion to fuperiors, and by herding in fome pri-
vate confederacy which ats under the direétion of
a powerful leader. And thus all anarchy is the
immediate caufe of tyranny, if not over the ftate,
at Jealt over many of the individuals.

SrcuriTY was provided by the Saxon laws to all
members of the Wittenagemot, both in going and
returning, except they were notorious thieves and
robbet s,

Tue German Saxons, as the other nations of that
continent, were divided into three ranks of men,
the noble, the free, and the flaves®. "This diftinc-
tion they brought over with them into Britain.

Tur nobles were called thanes; and were of two
kinds, the king’s thanes and leffer thanes. The lat-
ter feem to have been dependent on the former ; and
to kave received lands, for which they paid rent, fer-
vices, or attendance in peace and war >. Weknow
of no title which raifed any one to the rank of thane
except noble birth and the pofleffion of land. The
former was always much regarded by all the Ger-
man nations, even in their mofl barbarous ftate; and
as the Saxon nobility, having litde credit, could
fcarcely burthen their eflates with much debt, and s
the commons had litile trade or indullry by which

* Nithard. Hift. lib. 4, ® Spelm. Feus and Tenures, p. 40
8 they
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they could accumulate riches, thefe two ranks of Appendix
men, even though they were not feparated by po- ol e

fitive laws, might remain long diftin&, and the nable
families continue many ages in opulence and fplen-
dour. There were no middle ranks of men, that
could gradually mix with their fuperiors, and infen-
fibly procure to them{clves honour and diftin&ion.
If by any extraordinary accident a mean perfon ac-
quired 1iches, a circumflance fo fingular made him
be known and remarked; he becanie the objeét of
envy, as well as of indignation, to all the nobles;
he would have great difficulty to defend what he had
acquired ; and he would find it impoflible to proteét
himfelf from oppreflion, except by courting the pa-
tronage of fome grear chiettain, and paying a large
price for his fafety.

THERE are two ftatutes among the Saxon laws
which feem calculated to confound thofe different
ranks of men; that of Athelftan, by which a mer-
chant, who had made three long fea-voyages on his
own account, was entitled to the quality of Thane®;
and that of the fame prince, by which a ceorle or
hufbandman, who had becn able to purchafe five
hides of land, and had a chapel, a kitchen, a hall,
and a bell, was raifed to the fame diftin&ion?. But
the opportunities were fo few, by which a merchant
or ceorle could thus exalt himfelf above his rank,
that the law could never overcome the reigning pre-
judices ; the diftinétion between noble and bafe blood
would {lill be indclible; and the well-born thanes
would entertain the higheft contempt for thofe legal
and faltitious ones. Though we are not informed
of any of thefe circumftances by ancient hiltorians,
they are fo much founded on the nature of things,
that we may admit them as a necefary and infallible
confequence of the fituation of the kingdom during
thofe ages.

£ Witkius, p. 91, ¢ Selden, Titles of Honour, p. 515-
Wilkiss, p. 70,

Vor. I, P TBEE
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Thazr cities appear by Domefday-book to have
been at the conqueft little better than villages®,
York itfelf, though it was always the fecond, at
leaft the thirdf city in England, and was the capital
of a great province, which never was thoroughly
united with the reft, contained then but 1418 fa.
milies?, Malmefbury tells us” that the great dif-
tinétion between the Anglo-Saxon nobility, and the
French or Norman, was, that the latter built mag.
nificent and ftately caftles ; whereas the former con.
famed their immenfe fortunesin riot and hofpitality,
and in mean houfes. 'We may thence infer that
1he arts in general were much lefs advanced in Eng.
land than in France ; a greater number of idle fer.
vants and retainers lived about the great families;
and as thefe, even in France, were powerful enough
to diflurb the execution of the laws, we may judge
of the autherity acquired by the ariftocracy in Eng-
land. When earl Godwin befieged the Confeflorin
London, he lummoned from all parts his hufcarles,
or houfecoorles and retainers, and thereby con-
ftrained his fovereign to accept of the conditions
which he was pleafed to impofe upon him.

Tue lower rank of freemen were denominated
ceorles among the Anglo-Saxons ; and, where they
were induftrious, they were chiefly employed in hul-
bandry : Whence a ceorle and a hufbandman be-
came in a manner fynonympus terms. They cult-
vated the farms of the nobility or thanes, for which
. ® Winchefter, being the capital of the Weft Saxon monarchy,
was anciently & coufiderable city.  Gull, Pié. p. 2710,

T Norwich contained 738 boufes, Exeter 315, Ipfwich 533,
Northampton 6o, Hertford 146, Canterbury 262, Bath 64,
fouthampton 84, Warwick 225, See Brady of Boroughs, p,
3, 4s 530, e, Thele are the moft confidetable he mentions.
The account of them is extradted from Domef(day beok.

% Brady'a Treatife of Boroughs, p. 10, There were fix wards,
Lefides the archlifhop’s palace 5 and tive of thefe wards containe
ed the snmber of families here mentioned, which, at the rate of
five perfons to a familv, makes about o0 fouls. The fizth
ward was lid wafle. B P62 Seealio de Gelt. Anglh p. 333

they
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they phid rent; and they feem to have been remove- Appendix
able at pleafure. For there is little mention of leafes 1.,

among the Anglo-Saxons : The pride of the nobi.
lity, together with the general ignorance of writing,
muft have rendered thofe contraéts very rare, and
muft have kept the hufbandmen in a dependent
condition. The rents of {arms were then chiefly
paid in kind .

But the moft numerous rank by far in the com-
munity feems to have been the flaves or villains, who
were the property of their lords, and were confe-
quently incapable themfelves of poffefling any pro-
perty.  Dr. Brady affures us, from a furvey of
Domefday-book ¥, that, in all the counties of Eng-
land, the far greater part of the land was occupied
by them, and that the hufbandmen, and ftill more
the focmen, who were tenants that could not be re-
moved at pleafure, were very few in comparifon.
This was not the cafe with the German nations, as
far as we can colleét from the account given us by
Tacitus. The perpetual wars in the Heptarchy,
and the depredations of the Danes, fcem to have
been the caufe of this great alteration with the An-
glo-Saxons. Prifoners taken in battle, or carried
off in the frequent inroads, were then reduced to
flavery ; and became, by right of war’, entirely at
the difpofal of their lords. Great property in the
nobles, efpecially if joined to an irregular admini-
ftration of juftice, naturally favours the power of the
aiiflocracy ; but ftill more fo, if the pradice of fla-
véry be admitted, and has become very common.
The nobiliry not only poffefs the influence which al-
ways attends riches, but alfo the power which the
laws give them over their flaves and villains. Tr
then becomes difficult, and almoft impofiible, for a

1LL. Ing, § yo. Thelclaws fixed the 1ents for a bide ; but
it is difficnlt to converl it into modern meafures k General
Preface to his Hift. p. 7, 8, 9, &c. ' LL.Edg. § 14,
apud, Spelm, Cont, vol. i, p. 471.

P2 private



212

HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

Appendix privatc man (o remain altogether free and inde.

Courts of
Iuitice,

pendent.

Trzre were two kinds of flaves among the An.
glo-Saxons; houfchold {laves, after the manner of
the ancienrs, and predial or ruftic, after the man.
ner of the Germans™ 'T'hefe latter refembled the
ferfs, which are at prefent to be met with in Poland,
Denmark, and fome parts of Germany. The power
of a mafter over his flaves was not unlimited among
the Anglo-Saxons, as it was among their anccflors,
If 2 man beat ont his flave’s eye or teeth, the flave
recovered his liberty "« If he killed him, he paid a
fine to the king; provided the flave died within g
day after the wound or Llow: otherwilc it pafled
unpanithed®s The felling of themfelves or children
to flavery was always the pialicc among the Ger-
man nations’, and was coutinued by the Anglo-
Saxors T -

Tue great lords and abbots among the Anglo-
Saxons poflefled a criminal jurifdi€tion within theit
territories, and could punith, without appeal, any
thieves or robbers whom they caught therer. This
inftitution wuft have had a very contrary effect to
that which was intended, and muft have procured
robbers a fure prote&ion on the lands of fuch noble.
men as did not fincerely mean to difcourage crimes
and violence.

Bu' though the general ftrain of the Anglo-Saxon
government feems to have become ariflocratical,
there were {till confiderable remains of the ancient
demociacy, which were not indeed fufficient to pro-
tect the loweft of the people, without the patronage
of fome great lord, but might give fecurity, and
even fome degree of dignity, to the gentry or in-
ferior nobility. The adminiftration of juftice, in par-

m Spelm. Glofl. in verb. Seraus. n LL. Zlf. § 20,

®1bid, § 17.  ?'Tacit. de Morib. Germ. 9 LL. Ina,
%n. LL. Elf § (2. * Higden, lib. x. cap. 5o LL.

dw. Conf. § 26. Spelm. Conc, vol, 1. p. 415. Glofl, in verb,
Huligemot et Infangenthefe,
ticul- #
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ticular, by the courts of the decennary, the hun-
dred and the county, was well calculated to de-
fend general liberty, and to 1eftrain the power of the
nobles. In the county courts, or fhiremotcs, all the
freeholders wereaflembled twice a year, and received
appeals from the inferior courts. They there de-
cided all canfes, ecclefiaftical as well as civil; and
the bifhop, together with the alderman or earl, pre-
fided over them®. The affair was determined ina
fummary manner, without much pleading, formal-
ity, or delay, by a majority of voices ; and the bi-
fhop and alderman had no further authority than
to keep order among the {reeholders, and interpofe
with their opinion'. Where juflice was denied
during three fcffions by the hundred, and then by
the county court, theie lay an appcal to the king’s
court”; but this wag not prafliled on flight occa-
fions. ‘'The aldermen reccived a third of the fines
levied in thofe courts * ; and as moft of the punith-
ments were then pecuniary, this perquifite formed a
confiderable part of the profits belonging to his of-
fice. The two thirds alfo, which went to theking,
made no contemptible part of the public revenue.
Any freeholder was fined who abfented himfelf
thrice from thefe courts*.

As the extreme ignorance of the age made deeds
and writings very rare, the county or hundred court
was the place where the molt remarkable civil tranf-
aftions were finithed, in order to preferve the me-
mory of them, and prevent all future difputes. Here
teftaments were promulgated, flaves manumitted,
bargains of fale concluded; and fometimes, for
greater fecurity, the moft confiderable of thefe
deeds were inferted in the blank leaves of the parith
Bible, which thus became a kind of regifler too fa-

8 LL- Edg- §{-'I Wﬂkiﬂs, P- 78- LL- Cimut. § 171 Wil“
kins, p. 136,  t Hickes, Differt, Epift. p. 2, 3, 45 5, 6, 75 8.

v LL. Bdg. §2. Wilkins, p. ;17. LI. Canut. § 18.apud
Wilkins, p. 136, ¥ LL.Edw.Conf. § 31. * L. Ethelft. § zo.
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cred to be falfified. It was not unufual to add to
the deed an imprecation on all fuch as fhould be
guilty of that crime”. oo

AmoNe a people, who lived in fo finiple 2 man.
ner as the Anglo-Saxons, the judicial power is al
ways of greater importance than the legiflative,
There were few or no taxcs impofed by the ftates:
There were few {tatutes enalted ; and the nation wag
lefs governed by laws than by cuftoms, which ad.
mitted a great latitude of interpretation. Though
it thould, therefore, be allowed that the Wittena.
gemot was altogether compofed of the principal
nobility, the county-courts, where #11 the frecholders
were admitted, and which regulated all the daily
occurrences of life, formed a wide bafis for the go.
vernment, and were no contemptible checks on the
ariftocracy. But there is another power flill more
important than either the judicial or legiflative to
wit, the power of injuring or ferving by immediate
force and violence, for which it is difficult to obtzin
redrefs in courts of juflice, In all extenfive go-
vernments,where the execution of the laws is feeble,
this power naturally falls into the hands of the prin.
cipal nobility ; and the degree of it which prevails,
cannot be determined fo much by the public ftatutes,
as by fmall incidents in hiftory, by particular cuf-
toms, and fometimes by the reafon and nature of
things. The Highlands of Scotland have long been
entitled by law to every privilege of Britifh fubjects;
but it was not till very lately that the common peo-
ple could in fat enjoy thefe privileges.

THe powers of all the members of the Anglo-
Saxon government are difputed among hiftorians
and antiquaries ; The extreme obfcurity of the fub.

-je&t, even though fation had never entered into the

queftion, would naturally have begotten thofe con-
troverfies, But the greatinfluence of the lords over

¥ Hickes, Differt, Ep'lt
their
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their flaves and tenants, the clientthip of t*e burghers,
the toral want of a middling rank of men, the extent
of the monarchy, the loole execution of the laws,
the continued diforders and convulfions of the ftate;
all thefe circumftances evince that the Anglo-Saxon
government became at laft extremely ariftocratical ;
and the events, during the period immediately pre.
ceding the conqueft, confirm this inference or con-
jecture.

Botu the punifhments inflited by the Anglo.
Saxon courts of judicature, and the methods of
proof employed in all caufes, appear fomewhat fin-
gular, and are very different from thofe which pre.
vail at prefent among all civilized nations.

‘W x muft conceive that the ancient Germans were
little removed from the original ftate of nature : The
focial confederacy among them was more martial
than civil : They had chiefly in view the means of
attack or defence againft public enemies, not thofe
of proteftion againft their fellow-cirizens: Their
pofleflions were {o {lender and {o equal, that they were
not expofed to greatdanger ; and the natural bravery
of the people made every man truft to himfelf, and
to his particular friends, for his defence or venge-
ance. This defedt in the political union drew much
clofer the knot of particular confederacies : An in.
fult upon any man was regarded by all his relations

nd aflociates a8 a common injury: They were
Zound by honour as well as by a fenfe of common
intereft, to revenge his death, or any violence which
he had fuffered: They retaliated on the aggreffor
by like afts of violence; and if he were protedted,
as was natural and ufual, by his own clan, the quar-
rel was [pread ftill wider, and bred endlefs diforders
in the pation,

Taz Frifians, a tribe of the Germans, had never
advanced beyond this wild and imperfe& ftate of
fociety ; and the right of private revenge fHll re-
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mained amqpg them unlimited and uncontroled =,
But the other German nations, in the age of Tacitus,
had made one frep farther towards completing the
political or civil union. Though it {till continued
to be an indifpenfable point of honour for every clan
to revenge the death or injury of a member, the
magiftrate had acquired a right of interpofing in the
quarrel, and of accommodating the difference. He
obliged the perfon maimed or injured, and the re.
lations of one killed, to accept of a prefent from the
agareflor and his relations *, as 2 compenfation for
the injury®, and to drop all further profecution of
revenge. 'That the accommodation of one quarrel
might not be the fource of more, this prefent was
fixed and certain, according to the rank ofthe perfon
killed or injured, and was commonly paid in cattle,
the chiel property of thofe rude and uncultivated
nations. A prefent of this kind gratified the revenge
of theinjured family, by thelofs which the aggreflor
fuffered: It fatisfied their pride, by the fubmiffion
which it expreffed : It diminithed their regret for the
lofs or injury of a kinfman, by their acquifition of
new property: And thus general peace was for a
moment reftored to the fociety “.

BuT when the German nations had been fettled
fome time in the provinces of the Roman empire,
they made ftill another ftep towards a more culti-
vated life, and thein criminal juflice gradually ime
proved and refined itfelf. The magiftrate,  whole
office it was to guard public peace, and to fupprefs
private animofitics, conceived himfelf to be injured
by every injury done toany of his people ; and be-
fides the compenfation to the perfon who fuffered,

®

£ LL. Frif, tit. 2. apud Lindenbrog. p. 491.

* LL. Athelb, y 23. LL.ZEIf §27.

® Called by the Saxuns magbora.

¢ 'T'acit, de Morib. Geim. 'The author fays, that the prics
of the compofition was fixed; wnich srult have been by the laws
and the interpofition of the magifirates.

or
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or to his family, he thought himfelf entitled to ex.
alt a fine called the Fridwit, as an atonement for
the breach of peace, and as a reward for the pains
which he had taken in accommodating the quarrel.
When this idea, which is fo natural, was once fug-
gefted, it was willingly received both by fovereign
and people. The numerous fines which were le-
vied, augmented the 1evenue of the king: And the
people were fenfible that he would be more vigilant
in interpofing with his good offices, when he reaped
fuch immediate advantage from them: and that
injuries would be lefs frequent, when, befides com-
penfation to the perfon injured, they were expofed
to this additional penalty .

Trus fhort abfira@t contains the hiftory of the cri-
minal jurifprudence of the northern nations for fe.
veral centuies. The ftate of England in this parti-
cular, during the period of the Anglo.Saxons, may
be judged of by the colletion of ancient laws, pub-
lithed by Lambard and Wilkins. ‘I'he chief purport
of thele laws is not to prevent or entirely fup-
prefs private quarrels, which the legiflator knew to
be impoffible, but only to regulate and moderate
them. The laws of Alfred enjoin, that if any one
know that his cnemy or aggreflor, after doing him
an injury, refolves to keep within his own houle, and
bis own lands®, he thall not fight him till he re-
quirc compenfation for the injury. If he be ftrong
enough to befiege him in his houfe, he may do it for
feven days without attacking himj and if the ag.
ﬁreﬁ'or be willing, during that time, to furrender

imfelf and his arms, his adverfary may detain him
thirty days ; but is afterwards obliged to reftore him
fafe to his kindred, and be content with the compen-

" 4 Befides paying moncy to the 1elations of the deceafed and to
the king, the muiderer was alfo obliged to pay the mafter of a
flave or vaflala fum as the compenfation for his lofs. This was
called the Mankote. See Spel. Gloff. in verb. Fredum, Manbot.

¢ The addition of thefe laft wordsin Italics appears neceflary
fiom what follows in the fame law.
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appendix fation. U the criminal fly to the temple, that fane,

L g

tuary mufl not be violated. Where the aflailant has
not force fufficient to befiege the criminal in his
houfe, he muft apply to the alderman for affift.
ance ; and if the alderman refufe aid, the affailant
muft have recourfe to the king: And he is not af.
lowed to affault the houfe, till after this fupreme
magiftrate has refufed affiftance. If any one meet
with his enemy, and be ignorant that he was re.
folved to keep within his own lands, he muft, be.
fore he attack him, require him to furrender him.
felf prifoner, and deliver up his arms ; in which cafe
he may detain him thirty days : But if he refufe to
deliver up his arms, it is then lawful to fight him,
A flave may fight in his mafter’s quarrel : A father
may fight in his fon’s with any one, except with
his malter %,

It was enacted by King Ina, that no man fhould
take revenge for an injury till he had firlt demand.
ed compenlation, and had been refufed it &.

Kive Edmond, in the preamble to his laws,
wmentions the general mifery occafioned by the mul-
tiplicity of private feuds and battles; and he efta-
blifhes feveral expedients for remedying this griev.
ance. He ordains, that if any one commit murder,
he may, with the afiflance of his kindred, pay within
a twelvemonth the fine of bis crime; and if they
abandon him, he fhall alone fuftain the deadly feud
or quarrel with the kindred of the murdered perfon:
His own kindred are free fram the feud, but on
condition that they neither converle with the cri-
minal, not fupply him with meat or other neceffaries «
If any of them, after renouncing him, receive him
into their houfe, or give bim affiffance, they are
finable to the king, and are involved in the feud.
If the kindred of the murdered perfon take revenge
on any but the criminal himfelf after be is abana

SLL. Elfr, § 28, Wilkins, p. 43. £ LL. Inw, § 0.
doned
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domed by his kindred, all their property is forfeited,
and they are declared ta be enemies to the king and
all his friends™ It is alfo ordained, that the fine
for murder fhall never be remitted by the king!;
and that no criminal thall be killed who flies o the
church, or any of the king’s towns * ; and the king
himfelf declares, that his houfe fhall give no pro-
teftion to murdercrs, till they have fatisfied the
church by their penance, and the kindred of the
decealed, by making compenfation’. The method
appointed for tranfadting this compofition is found
in the fame law ™,

Tazese attempts of Edmond, to contraét and di-
minith the feuds, were contrary to the ancient fpirit
ofthe northern barbarians, and were a ftep towards
a more regular adminiftration of juftice. By the
Salic law, any man might, by a public declaration,
exempt himfelf from his family quarrels: But then
he was confidered by the law as no longer belonging
to the family ; and he was deprived of all right of
fucceflion, as the punithment of his cowardice ™.

Tae price of the king’s head, or his weregild,
as it was then called, was by law 30,000 thrifmas,
near 1300 pounds of prefent money. The price of
the prince’s head was 15,000 thrifimas; that of a
bithop’s or alderman’s 8oco; a fheriff’s 40003
a thane’s or clergyman’s 2c00; a ceorle’s 266.
Thefe prices were fixed by the laws of the Angles.
By the Mercian law, the price of a ceorle’s head
was 200 fhillings: that of a thane’s fix times as
much ; that of a king’s lix times more °. By the
laws of Kent, the price of the archbifthop’s head was
higher than that of the king’s?. Such refpeét was
then paid to the ecelefiaftics| It muft be underftood,
that where a perfon was unable or unwilling to pay

b LL Edm, § 1. Wilkins, p.72. ! LL.Edm. § 3.
*Thid § 2.  1Ibid.§ 4.  mIbid, § 7 » Tit. 63.
*Wilkins, p. 71, 72, P LL.Elthredi, apud Wilkins,p. 1 10
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appendix the fine, he was put out of the prote€tion of law,

“egm

and the kindred of the deceafed hiad liberty to punith
him as they thought proper.

Some antiquarians s have thought that thefe com-
penfations were only given for man-flaughter, not
for wilful nurder : But no fuch diftin&ion appears in
the laws ; and it is contradicted by the pratice of all
the other barbarous nations *, by that of the ancient
Germans°, and by that curious monument above
mentioned, of Saxon antiquity, preferved by Hickes,
There is indeed a law of Alfred’s, which makes
wilful murder capital " ; but this feems only to have
been an attempt of that great legiflator towards
eftablifhing a better police in the kingdom, and it
probably remained without execution. By the laws
of the fame prince, a confpiracy againft the life of
the king might be redeemed by a fine “.

THE price of all kinds of wounds was likewife
fixed by the Saxon laws : A wound of an inch long
under the hair, was paid with one fhilling : One of
a like fize in the face two fhillings : Thirty fhillings
for the lofs of an ear, and fo forth . There feems
not to have been any difference made, according to
the dignity of the perfon, By the law of Ethel-
bert, any one who committed adultery with his
neighbour’s wife was obliged to pay him a fine, and
buy him another wife *.

Tresk inflitutions are not peculiar to the ancient
Germans. They feem to be the neceffary progrefs
of criminal jurifprudence among every free people,
where the will of rthe fovereign is not implicitly
obeyed. We find them among the ancient Greeks
during the time of the Trojan war. Compofitions

2 Vyrrel, Introduét, vol, i, p. 126, Carte, vol. i. p. 366.

7 Lindenbsogivs, paflim, * "I'ac, de Mor. Germ

t LL. B, § 12, Wilkins, p. 29, It is probable, that by
wilful murder Alfied means a treacherous murder, committed
by one who has no declared fend with another.

¢ LL. AIE § 4. Witkins, p. 35. v L1, JEIf, §'40.
See allo LL. Ethelb. § 34, &¢. * L1, Ethelb. § g2,

4 for
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for murder are mentioned in Neftor’s fpeech to
Achilles in the ninth Iliad, and are called anmoway.
The Irith, who never had any conne&ions with the
German nations, adopted the fame pratice till very
lately; and the price of a man’s head was called
among them his eric ; as we learn from Sir John
Davis, The fame cuftom feems alfo to have pre-
vailed among the Jews?,

Trerr and robbery were frequent among the
Anglo-Saxons. In order to impofe fome check
upon thele crimes, it was ordained that no man
fhould fell or buy any thing above twenty-pence va.
lue, except in open market * ; and every bargain of
fale mufl be executed before witneffes . Gangsof
robbers much difturbed the peace of the country ;
and the law detcrmined, that a tribe of banditi,
confifting of between f{even and thirty-five perfons,
was to be called a furma, or troop: Any greater
company was denominated an army® The pu.
nithments for this crime were various, but none
of them capital®. 1f any man could track his
flolen cattle into another’s ground, the latter was
obliged to thew the tracks out of it, or pay their
value %

RrseLLion, to whatever excels it was carried,
was not capital, but might be 1edzemed by a fum
of money*. The legiflators, knowing it impofiible
to prevent all dilorders, only impofed a higler fine
on breaches of the peace committed in the king’s
court, or belore an alderman or bifhop. An ale-
houfe too feems to have been confidered as a privi.
leged place ; and any quarrels that arolfe there were
mare feverely punifhed than clfewhere’,

7 Exod. xsi,29,30.  #LL. Hthelft. § 12. *Ibid. §10.
12, LL. Edg. apud Wilkins, p. 0. LL. Ethelredi, § 4. apud
Wilsing, p. 1c3. Hioth, and Eadm. § 6. LL. Canut. § 22

81L. In®, 3 12.  “Ibid. § 37,7 ¢ LL. Bthdit. . 2.
Willing, p. 63 ¢ LL. Ethelredi, apud Wilkins, p. 110,
LL. 2. § 4. Wilkins, p. 35. f L1, Hloth, & Eadun,
§ 12, 13. LL, Ethelr. apud Wilkins, p. 217. .

R

’

225
Appendix

b oo



222
Appendix

Qs pmrsd)
Rules ot
proof.

HISTORY OF ENGLAND,

Ir the manner of punifhing crimes among the
Anglo-Saxons appear fingular, the proofs were not
lefs fo; and were alfo the natural refult of the fitua.
tion of thofe people. Whatever we may imagine
concerning the ufual truth and fincerity of men who
live in a rude and barbarous flate, there is much
more falfehood, and even perjury, among them, than
among civilized nations : Virtue, which is nothing
but a more enlarged and more cultivated reafon,
never flourithes to any degree, nor is founded on
fteady principles of honour, except wherea good
education becomes general; and where men are
taught the pernicious confequences of vice, trea-
chery, and immorality. Even fuperftition, though
more prevalent among ignorant nations, is but a
poor fupply for the defefts in knowledge and edu-
cation : Our European anceflors, who employed
every moment the expedient of fwearing on extra-
ordinary croffes and reliques, were lefs honourable
in all engagements than their poftetity, who, from
experience, have omitted thofe ineffetual fecurities.
This general pronenefs to perjury was much en-
creafed by the ufual want of difcernment in judges,
who could not difcufs an intricate evidence, and
were obliged to number, not weigh, the teflimony
of the witnefles®. Hence the ridiculous practice
of obliging men to bring compurgators, who, as
they did not pretend to know any thing of the fad,
exprefled upon oath, that they believed the peifon
fpoke true; and thefe compurgators were in fome
cafes multiplied to the number of three hundred
The pradtice allo of fingle combat was employed
by moft nations on the continent as 2 remedy againft
falfe evidence ' ; and though it was frequently drop-

g Sometimes the Inws fined ealy general rudes for weighing
the credibilivy of winefles. A man whofe life was eftimated at
1zo fhillings, counterbalanced [ic ceorles, each of whofe lives
was only valued ut twenty fhillings, and his oath was efteemed
equivalent to that of all thefix, Sce Wilkins, p.72.

h Pref, Nicol, ad Wilkins, p 11, L LL. Burgund, caps
‘4§« LLe Lomb, Lib, 2. tit. 55, cap. 34.
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ped, from the oppofition of the clergy, it was cons
tinually revived from experience of the falfchood
attending the teftimony of witnefles*. It became
at laft a fpecies of jurifprudence : The cafes were
determined by law, in which the party might chal-
lenge his adverfary, or the witneffes, or the judge
himfelf' : And though thefe cuftoms were abfurd,
they were rather an improvement on the methods
of trial which had formerly been pradtifed among
thofe barbarous nations, and which ftill prevailed
among the Anglo-Saxons.

WHEN any controverly about a faét became too
intricate for thole ignorant judges to unravel, they
had recourfe to what they called the judgment of
God; that is, to fortune: Their methods of con-
fulting this oracle were various. One of them was
the decifion by the ¢rgfi ¢ It was praflifed in this
manner : When a perfon was accufed of any crime,
he firlt cleared himfelf by oath, and he was attended
by eleven compurgators. He next took two pieces
of wood, one of which was marked with the fign of
the crofs, and wrapping both up in wool, he placed
them on the altar, or on fome celebrated relique.
After folemn prayers for the fuccefs of the experi-
ment, a prieft, or, in his ftead, fome unexperienced
youth, took up one of the pieces of wood, and if
he happened upon that which was marked with the
figure of a crofs, the perfon was pronounced inno-
cent ; if otherwife, guilty™ This praltice, as it
arofe from fuperftition, was abolifhed by it in
France. The emperor, Lewis the Debonnaire, pro-
hibited that method of trial, not becaufe it was une
certain, but left that facred figure, fays he, of the
crofs_fhould be proftituted in common dilputes and
controverfies”.

k L.L. Longoh, lib. 2. tit. §5. cap. 23.apnd Lidenb. p. G3r.
!'Sve Desfontaines and Beaumanoir, ™ L L. Frifon, tit. t4
apud Lidenbrogium, p. 496.  ® Du Cange, in verb, Crux.
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Appentix  'I'ir ordeal was another eflablihed method of
e frial among the Anglo-Sazons. It was praQifed
either by boiling water or red-hot iron.  The for-
mer was apprepriated to the common people; the
latter to the nobility. I'he water or iron was con-
fecrated by many prayers, mailes, faftings, and ex-
orcifms®; after which the perfon accufed either
took up a ftone funk in the water® to a certain
depth, or carried the iron to a certain diftance;
and his hand being wrapped up, and the covering
fealed for three days, if there appeared, on examin.
ing it, no marks of burning, he was pronounced
innocent ; if otherwile, guilty %  The trial by cold
water was different : The perfon was thrown into
confecrated water ; if he fwam, he was guilty ; if he
funk, inuocent’. It is difficult for us to conceive
how any innocent perfon could ever efcape by the
one trial, or any criminal be convitted by the other.
But there was another ufage admirably calculated
for allowing every criminal to efcape who had con-
fidence enough to try it. A confecrated cake,
called a corfned, was produced ; which if the per-
fon could fwallow and digeft, he was pronounced

innocent *.
My Tue feudal law, if it had place at all among the
force - Anglo-Saxons, which is doubtful, was not certainly

extended over all the landed property, and was not
attended with thofe confequences of homage, re-
liefs *, worfhip, marriage, and other burthens, which
were infeparable from it in the kingdoms of the
continent. As the Saxons expelled, or almoft en»
tirely deftroyed the ancient Britons, they planted

® Spelm, in verb, Ordeal. Parker, p. 155. Lindenbrog. p. 1299.

PLL.Anx, §77. 4 Sometimes the perfon accufed walked
barefoot over red-hot iron. * Spelm. in verb. Ordealitm.

* Spelm, in verb. Corfised. Parker, p. 156, Tect.Ruffent. p. 43.

t On thedeath of an alderman, a greater orleffer thane, there
wag a payment made o the king ot his beft arms 3 and this was
called his heriot: But this was not of the nature of a relicf.

See Spelm, of Tenures, p. 2. T'he value of this heriot was
fized by Canute’s laws, § Go.

themfelves,



APPENDILX I

themfelves in this ifland on the fame footing with
their anceftors in Germany, and found no occafion
for the feudal inftitutions®, which were calculated
to maintain a kind of ftanding army, always in rea-
dinefs to fupprefs any infurre&ion among tke con-
quered people. The trouble and expence of defend-
ing the ftate in England lay equally upon all the
land ; and it was ufual for every five hides to equip
a man for the fervice. The trinoda neceffitas, as it
was called, or the burthen of military expeditions,
of repairing highways, and of building and fupport-
ing bridges, was infeparable from landed property,
even though it belonged to the church or monafte-
ries, unlefs exempted by a particular charter . The
ceorles or hulbandmen were provided with arms,
and were obliged to take their turn in military
duty*. There were computed to be 243,600 hides
in England’; confequently the ordinary military
force of the kingdom confifted of 48,720 men;
though, no doubt, on extraordinary occafions, 2
greater number mipght be aflembled. The king
and- nobility had fome pmilitary tenants, who were
called Sithoun-men ?, And there were fome lands
annexed to the office of aldermen, and to other
offices ; but thefe probably weve not of great extent,
and were poffefled only during pleafure, as in the
commencement of the feudal law in other countries
of Europe,

THE revenue of the king feems to have confifted
chiefly in his demefnes, which were large; and in
the tolls and impofts which he probably levied at
diferetion on the boroughs and fea-ports that lay
within his demefnes. He could not alienate any
part of the crown lands, even to religious ufes, with-
out the confent of the ftates *, Danegelt was a land.

u Bracton de Acqu. rer. domin, lib, 2. cap. 16. See more fully
Spelman of feuds and tenures, and Craigius de jure fend. lib. 1.
dicg. 7. ¥ Spelm. Cune. vol. 1. p. 256. *Ine, § 51,

¥ Spelm. of feuds and tenures, p. 17, # Spelme Cone. vol. &
P 195. @ Ibid, p. 340
* Vou. I, Q tax
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arpendix tax of a fhilling a hide, impofed by,the ftates®, either
s for payment of the fums exaéted by the Danes,or

Value of
moneys

for putting the kingdom in a pofture of defence
againft thofe invaders ®.

THe Saxon pound, as likewife that which was
coined for fome centuries after the conqueft, was
near three times the weight of our prefent money :
There were forty-eight fhillings in the pound, and
five pence in a fhilling ?; confequently a Saxon
fhilling was near a fifth heavier than ours, and 3
Saxon penny near three times as heavy®, Asto
the value of money in thofe times, compared to
commodities, there are fome, though not very cer-
tain means of computation. A fheep, by the laws
of Athelltan, was eftimated at a fhilling ; that is,
fifteen pence of our money. The fleece was two-
fifths of the value of the whole fheep * ; much above
its prefent eftimation ; and the reafon probably was,
that the Saxons, like the antients, were little ac-
quainted with any clothing but what was made of
wool. Silk and cotton were quite unknown : Linen
was not much ufed. An ox was computed at fix
times the value of afheep; a cow at four®  If we
fuppole that the cattle in that age, from the defets
in hufbandry, were not fo large as they are at pre-
fent in England, we may compute that money was
then near ten times of greater value. A horfe was
valued at about thirty-fix fhillings of our money,
or thirty Saxon fhillings * ; a mare a third lefs. A
man at three pounds. The board wages of a child
the firlt year was eight fhillings, together with 2
caw’s pafture in fummer, and an ox’s in winter®.
William of Malmefbury mentions it as a remark-
able high price that William Rufus gave fifteen
marks for a horle, or about thirty pounds of our

¥ Chron. Sax. p. 128. ¢ LL. Edw. Con. § 12,

4 LL. BIf § 40, ¢ Flectwood’s Chron, Pretiofum,
pe s 28, &e. t IL. Tue, § 6y, £ Wilkins, p. 66.

¥ ibid, p. 126. t Ihid. ¥ LL. Ing, § 38.

prefent
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prefent money'. Between the years goo and 1000, Appendix
Fdnoth bought a hide of land for about 118 fhillings .__,f,..,,

of prefent money ™. This was little more thana
fhilling an acre, which indeed appears to have beent
the ulual price, as we may learn from other ac-
counts”s A palfrey was fold foi twelve fhillings
about the year 966°. The value of an ox in king
Ethelred’s time was between feven and cight fhil-
lings ; a cow about fix fhillings?. Gervas of Til-
bury fays, that in Henry L’s time, bread which
would fuffice 2 kundred men for a day was rated at
three fhillings, or a fhilling of that age; for it is
thought that, foon after the conqueft, a pound fter«
ling was divided into twenty fhillings : A theep was
rated at a fhilling, and {o of other things in propor-
tion. In Athelftan’s time a ram was valued at a
fhilling, or fourpence Saxon. The tenants of
Shireburn were obliged, at their choice, to pay
either fix pence, or four hens”. About 1232, the
abbot of St. Alban’s, going on a journey, hired
feven handfome ftout horfes ; and agreed, if any of
them died on the road, to pay the owner 3o fhil.
lings a piece of our prefent money®", It is to be
remarked, that in all ancient times the raifing of
corn, efpecially wheat, being a fpecies of manu.
faltory, that commodity always bore a higher price,
compared to cattle, than it does in our times®.
The Saxon Chronicle tells us®, that in the reign of
Edward the Confeflor there was the moft terrible fa-
mine ever known ; infomuch that a quarter of wheat
rofe to fixty pennies, or fifteen fhillings of our pre-
fent money. Confequently it was as dear as if it
tiow coft feven pounds ten fhillings. This much
exceeds the great famine in the end of queen Eliza.
beth ; when a quarter of wheat was fold for four

'Poizr.  ®Hift, Ramef. p. 415. Hift, Elien{. p. 473.
* Ibid. p. 471, » Wilkins, p. 126. 1 Jbid. p. 52.
* Monait, Anglic. vol. ii. p. 528. 3 Mat. Paris,

t Fleetwoody-p. 83. 94. 96. 98 2P, 157
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Appendix pounds. Money in this lafl period was nearly of the
‘e 13 value as in our time. I'hefe fevere famines

are a certain proof of bad hufbandry.

Ox the whole there are three things to be con-
fidered, wherever a fum of money is mentioned in
ancient times. Firfl, the change of denomination,
by which a pound has been reduced to the rhird part
of its ancient weight in filver. Secondly, the change
in value by the greater plenty of money, which has
teduced the fame weight of filver to ten times lefs
value, compared to commodities ; and confequently
a pound fteiling to the thirtieth part of the ancient
value. 'Thirdly, the fewer pcople and lefs induftry,
which were then to be found in everyEuropean king-
dom. This circumftance made even the thirteth
part of the fum more dificult to levy, and cauled
any fum to have more than thirty times greater
weight and influence, both abroad and st home,
than in our times ; in the fame manner that a fum,
a hundred thoufand pounds, for inftance, is at pre-
fent more diflicult to levy in a fmall ftate, fuch as
Bavaria, and can produce greater effeéts on fuch a
fmall community, than on England. This laft dif-
ference is not eafy to be calculated : Bur allowing
that England has now fix times more induftry, and
three times more people than it had at the conqueft,
ana for fome reigns after that period, we are upon
that fuppofition to conceive, taking all circumftances
together, every fum of money mentioned by hifto-
rians, as if it were multiplied more than a hundred
fold above a fum of the fame denomination at
prefent,

In the Saxon times, land was divided equally
among all the male children of the deceafed, accord-
ing to the cuftom of Gavelkind. The pra&ice of
entails is 10 be found in thofe times*. Land was
chiefly of' two kinds, bockland, or land held by

*LL. &I § 57 apo-d Wilkins, p. 43,
book
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book or charter, which was regarded as full pro-
perty, and defcended to the heirs of the poffefior ;
and folkland, or the land held by the ceorles and
common people, who were removeable at pléafure,
and were indéed only tenants during the will of
their lords.

Tue firlt attempt which we find in England to
feparate the ecclefiaflical from the civil jorifdiftion,
was that law of Edgar, by which all difputes among
the clergy were ordered to be carried before the
bithop?. The penances were then very fevere;
but as a man could buy them off with money, or
might fubflitute others to perform them, they lay
ealy upon the rich =

WrrH regard to the manners of the Anglo-Saxons
we can fay little, but that they were in gencral arude
uncultivated people, ignorant of letters, unikilled
in the mechanical arts, untamed to fubmitlion un-
der law and government, addicted to intemperance,
riot, and diforder. Their beft quality was their
military courage, which yet was not fupported by
difcipline or conduét. Their want of fidelity to the
prince, or to any truft repofcd in them, appears
ftrongly in the hiftory of their later period ; and
their want of humanity in all their hiftory. Even
the Norman hiftorians, notwilthftanding the low
ftate of the arts in their own country, fpeak of
them as barbarians, when they mention the invafion
made upon them by the duke of Normandy*. The
conqueft put the people in a fitvation of receiving
flowly from abroad the rudiments of fcience and
cultivation, and of correéting their rough and licen-
tions manners.

Y Wilkins, p. 84. = Ibid. p. 96, 97. Spelm. Conc, p.473-
 Gul. Pi&l,’ p- 202, p-9% 91 '
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WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR.,

TroucH this was the great obje@ to which the
duke’s enterprife tended, he feigned to deliberate on
the offer ; and being defirous, at firft, of preferving
the appearance of a legal adminiltration, he withed
to obtain a more explicit and formal confent of the
Englith nation ¢ : But Aimar, of Aquitain, a man
equally refpeted tor valour in the field and for pru-
dence in council, remonftrating with him on the
danger of delay in fo critical a conjunture, he laid
afide all farther fcruples, and accepted of the crown
which was tendered him. Orders were immediately
iffued to prepare every thing for the ceremony of his
coronation ; but as he was yet afraid to place entire
confidence in the Londoners, who were numeroug
and warlike, he meanwhile commanded fortreflestto
beereted, in order to curb the inhabitants, and to
fecure his perfon and government ",

Sticanp was not much in the duke’s favour,
both becaufe he had intruded into the fee on the ex-
pulfion of Robert the Noiman, and becaufe he pof-
feffed fuch influence and authority over the Englifh'
as might be dangerous to a new eftablithed mo-
march, William, therefore, pretending that the
primate had obtained his pall in an irregular man-
ner from pope Benedi&t 1X. who was himfelf an
ufurper, refufed to be confecrated by him, and con.
ferred this honour on Aldred, archbifhop of York.
Weftminfter abbey was the place appointed for that
magnificent ceremony ; the moft confiderable of the
nobility, both Englith and Norman, attended the
duke on this occafion ; Aldred, in a fhort {peech,
afked the former whether they agreed to accept of
William as their king; the bifhop of Coutance
put the fame queftion to the latter; and both be-
ing anfwered with acclamations®, Aldred admi.
niftered to the duke the ufual coronation oath, by
which he bound himfelf to proteft the church, o

£ Gul. Ridav. p. 205, h Ibjd. } Tadmer, ;6.
E Quder. Vital, p. 503, adminifter
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¢ H A P. adminifter juftice, and to feprefs violence : He then
V. anointed him, and put the crown upon his head®,
There appearcd nothing but joy in the countenance
of the fpe@ators : But in that very moment there
burft forth the ftrongeft fymptoms of the jealoufy
and animofity which prevailed between the nations,
and which continually encreafed during the reign of
this princé., 'The Norman foldiers, who were placed
without, in order to guard the church, hearing the
fhouts within, {ancied that the Englith were offering
violence to their duke; and they immediately af-
faulted thc populace, and fet fire to the neighbouring,

houfes. The alarm was conveyed' to the nobilit
who furrounded the prince 5 both Englifly and Nor-
mans, full of apprehenfioas, rufhed out to fecure
themlelves ivons the prefent danger ; and it was with
ditliculty that William himfelf was able to appcafe

the tumult ™,

qolo% THE king, thus poffefied of the throne by a pre.
mem ot tended deftination of king Edward, and by an irre-
thego- gular eleCtion of the people, but fill more by force
" of arms, retired from London to Berking in Effex;
and there received the fubmiffions of all the nobi-
lity who had not attended his coronation. Edric,
firnamed the Forefter, grand-nephew to that Edric
fo noted for- his repeated aéls of perfidy during the
reigns of Ethelred and Edmond ; earl Coxo, a man
famous for bravery ; even Edwin and Morcar, earls
of Mercia and Northumberland; with the other
principal noblemen of England, came and f{wore
fealty to him ; were received intd favour, and were
confirmed in the pofleflion of their eftates and dig-
nitigs*.  Every thing bore the appearance of peace
and franquillity ; and William had no other occu-

1 Malmefbury, p. 271. {ays, that he alfo promifed to gover
the Normani :t);:lpEngliﬂl b};r ’equal laws 3 :?nd this addigznetg-

the ufual oath feems not improbable, confidering the circum.
ftances of the times. ’

= Gul. Pict. p, 206, Order. Vitalig, p. 503, ® Gul, Pi&.
p. 208, Order, Vitalis, p, 506, !

10 pation
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pation than to give contentment to the foreigners ¢ u a »,
who had affifted him to mount the throne, and to N Iv. ;
his new fubjeéts, who had fo readily fubmitted to 1067
him.

He had got pofleffion of the treafure of HaroLp,
which was confiderable; and being alfo fupplied
with rich prefents from the opulent men in all parts
of England, who were [olicitous to gain the favour
of their new fovereign, he diftributed great fums
among his troops, and by this liberality gave them
hopes of obtaining at length thole more durable
eftablifhuients which they had expefted from his
enterprife °.  The ecclefiaftics, both at home and
abroad, had much forwarded his fuccefs, and he
failed not, in return, to exprefs his gratitude and
devotion in the manner which was molt acceptable
to them : He fent Harold’s ftandard to the pope,
accompanied with many valuable prefents: All the
confiderable monafteries and churches in France,
where prayers had been put up for his fuccefs, now
tafted of his bounty *: The Englith monks found
him well difpofed to favour their order: And he
built a new convent near Haftings, which he called
Battle Abbey, and which, on pretence of fupporting
monks to pray for his own foul, and for that of Ha-
rold, ferved as a lafting memorial of his viGtory %

Hze introduced into England that ftrick execution
of juttice for which his admniftration had been much
celebrated in Normandy ; and even during this vio-
lent revolution, every diforder or oppreflion met
with rigourous punifhment *, His army, in particu-
lar, was governed with fevere difcipline; and not-
withfanding the infolence of viftoty, care was taken
to give as little offence as poffible to the jealoufy of

° Gul. Pict. p. 206! P Ihid, 1Gul. Gemet. p. 288.
Chron. Sax. p. 189. M. Welk, p. 226. M. Fans, p 9.
Dicetos p. 482. 'This convent was freed by him from all epil-
<opal juildidtion. Monalt, Ang. tom. i p. 311, g12.

*Gul, Pidt, p. 208,  Order. Vital, p. 506,

the
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¢ u AP, the vanquifhed. The king appeared folicitous tg

V.

unite, in an amicable manner, the Normans and

b7, the Englith, by intermarriages and alliances; and

all his new fubje@s who approached his perfon were
received with affability and regard. No figns of
{ufpicion appeared, not even towards Edgar Athel
ing, the heir of the ancient royal family, whom
‘William confirmed in the honours of earl of Oxford,
conferred on him by Harold, and whom he affe@ted
to treat with the higheft kindnefs, as nephew to the
Confeflor, his great friend and benefaltor. Though
e confifcated the cftates of Harold, and of thofe
who had fought in the battle of Haftings on the fide
of that prince, whom he reprefented as an ufurper,
he feemed willing to admit of every plaufible excufe
for paft oppofition to his pretenfions, and he re.
ceived many into favour who had carried arms
againft him. He confirmed the liberties and im.
munities of London and the other cities of England ;
and appeared defirous of replacing every thing on
ancient eftablilhments. In his whole adminiltration
he bore the femblance of the lawful prince, not of
the conqueror ; and the Englifh began to flatter
themfelves that they had changed, not the form of
their government, but the fucceflion only of their
fovereigns, 2 matter which gave them Imall con-
cern, The better to reconcile his new fubjefis to
his authority, William made a progrefs through
feme parts of England; and befides a (plendid court
and majeftic prefence, which overawed the people,
already ftruck with his military fame, the appear-
ance of his clemency and juftice gained the appro.
bation of the wife, attentive to the firft {teps of their
new fovereign.

BuT amid{t this confidence and friendfhip which
he exprefled for the Englifh, the king 100k care to
place all real power in the hands of his Normans,
and ftill to keep poffeffion of the fword, to which
he was fenfible he had owed his advancement to fo.

vereign
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vereign authority, He difarmed the city of Lon-
don and other places, which appeared moft warlike
and populous ; and building citadels in that capital,
as well as in Winchefter, Hereford, and the cities
belt fituated for commanding the kingdom, he
quartered Norman foldiers in all of them, and left
no where any power able to refit or oppofe him.
He beftowed the forfeited eftates on the moft emi.
nent of his captains, and eftablifhed funds for the
payment of his foldiers. And thus, while Lis civil
adminiftration carried the face of a legal magiftrate,
his military inftitutions were thofe of a maﬂer and
tyrant ; at lealt of one who referved to himfelf,
whenever he pleafed, the power of affuming that
charater.

By this mixture, however, of vigour and lenity,
he had fo foothed the minds of the Englifh, that he
thought he might fafely revifit his native country,
and enjoy the trinumph and congratulation of his
ancient-fubjefts. Ile'left the adminiftration in the
hands of his uterine brother, Odo bifhop of Baieux,
and of William Fitz Ofberne. That their authority
might be expoled to lels danger, he carried over
with him all the moft confiderable nobility of Eng-
land, who, while they ferved to grace his court by
their prefence and magnificent retinues, were in re-
ality hoftages for the fidelity of the nation. Among
thefe were Edgar Atheling, Stigand the primate,
the earls Edwin and Morcar, Waltheof, the fon of
the brave earl Siward, with others eminent for the
greatnefs of their fortunes and families, or for their
ecclefiaftical and civil dignities. He was vifited at
the abbey of Fefcamp, where he rcfided during
fome time, by Rodulph, uncle to the king of
France, and by many powerful princes and nobles,
who, having contributed to his enterprile, were de
firous of participating in the joy and advantages of
its fuccefs. His Englith courticrs, willing to ins
gratiate themfelves with their new fovereign, cmt"-i

. 8 vie
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c u AP vied each other in equipages and entertainments ;
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Difcon-
tents of
the Eog-
hih.

and made a difplay of riches which ftruck the fo-
reigners with aflonifhment. ‘William of Poitiers,
a Norman hiftorian®, who was preflent, {peaks with
admiration of the beauty of their perfons, the fize
and workmanthip of their filver plate, the coftlinefs
of their embroideries, an art in which the Enalifh
then excelled; and he exprefleshimfelf in fuch terms,
as tend much to exalt our idea of the opulence and
cultivation of the people’. But though every thin
boze the face of joy and filtivity, and William him-
felf treated his new courtiers with great appearance
of kindnefs, it was impolflible altogether to prevent
the infolence of the Normans ; and the Englifh no-
bles derived little fatsfattion from thofe entertaina
ments, where they confidered themfelves as led in
triumph by their oftentatious conqueror.

In England affairs took ftill a worfe turn during
the ablence of the fovereign. Dilcontents and
complaints multiplied every where ; fecret confpira-
cies were entered into againft the government ; hol-
tilities were already begun in many places; and
every thing feemed to menace a revolution, as rapid
as that which had placed William on the throne.
"The hiftorian above mentioned, who is a panegyrift
of his mafter, throws the blame entirely on the
fickle and mutinous difpofition of the Englith, and
highly celebrates the juftice and lenity of Udo’s
and Fitz Ofberne’s adminiftration®.  But other
hiftorians, with more probability, impute the caufe
chiefly to the Normans, who, delpifing a people
that had fo eafily fubmitted to the yoke, envying
their riches, and grudging the reftraints impofed

* P 211,212,

t As the hiftgrian chicly infifts on the filver plate, his panegy-
ric on the Englifh magnific.nce fhews only how incompetent a

judge he was of the matter, Silver was then of ten times the
value, and was more than twenty times more rare than at pre-

fent ; and confequently, of all fpecies of luzury plate mull have
been the rareft.

2D, 212,
upon
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upon their own rapine, were defirous of provoking © H“;\ P
them to a rebellion, by which they expetted to aC~ i

quire new coufifcations and forfeitures, and to gratify
thofe unbounded hopes which they had formed in
entering on this enterprife .

It is evident, that the chief reafon of this altera-
tion in the fentiments of the Englifh, muft be
afcribed to the departure of William, who was
alone able to curb the violence of his captains, and
to overawe the mutinies of the people. Nothing
indeed appears more ftrange, than that this prince,
in lefs than three months afier the conqueft of a

reat, warlike, and turbulent nation, fhould abfent
ﬁimfelf, in order to revifit his own country, which
remained in profound tranquillity, and was not me-
naced by any of its neighbours; and fhould fo long
leave his jealous fubjets at the mercy of an infolent
and licentious army. Were we not affured of the
folidity of his genius, and the good fenfe difplayed
in all other circumftances of his condu&, we might
alcribe this mealure to a vain oftentation, which
rendered him impatient to difplay his pomp and
magnificence among his ancient fubjets. It is
therefore more mnatural to believe, that in fo extra-
ordinary a ftep he was guided by a concealed policy;
and that, though he had thought proper at firft to
4Hure the people to fubmiflion by the ferablance of
a legal adminiltration, he found that he could nei-
ther fatisfy his rapacious captains, nor fecure his
unflable government, without farther exerting the
rights of conqueft, and feizing the pofleffions of the
Englith. In order to have a pretext for this vio-
lence, he endeavoured, without difcovering his in-
tentions, to provoke and allure them into nfutrec-
tions, which he thought, could never prove dan-

erous, while he detained all the principal nobility
in Normandy, while a great and victorious army

* Orde;. Vital. p. 507.
Vor. L. R was
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c B 4 p. was quartered in England, and while he him/[elf wag
. V. f{onear to fupprefs any tmr.\ult or r.cbclhon.' But a5
why, 1O ancient writer. has aferibed this tyrannical pur.
pofe to William, it fcarcely feems allowable, from

conjeture alone, to throw fuch an imputation upon

him.
qbdr in-  BuT whether we are to account for that meafure
f";;j‘ from the king’s vanity or from his policy, it was

the immediate caufe of all the calamities which the
Englith endured during this and the fublequent
reigns, and gave rife to thofe mutual jealoufies and
animofities between them and the Normans, which
were never appeafed till 2 long trat of time had
graduaily united the two nations, and made them
one people. 'The inhabitants of Kent, who had
firft fubmitted to the Conqueror, were the firft that
attempted to throw off the yoke; and in confederacy
with Luftace, count of Bologne, who had alfo been
difgufted by the Normans, they made an atrempt,
though without fuccefs, on the garrifon of Dover®,
Edric the Forefter, whofe pofleflions lay eon the
banks of the Severne, being provoked at the depre-
dations of fome Norman captains in his neighbour-
hood, formed an alliance with Blethyn and Rowallan,
two Welfh princes; and endeavoured, with their
afliftance, to repel force by force’. But though
thefe open hoftilities were not very confiderable, the
difaffection was general among the Englifh, who
had become fenfible, though too late, of their de-
fencelels condition, and began already to experience.
thofe infults and injuries which a nation muft al.
tvays expect, that allows itfelf to be reduced to that
abjet Gruation. A fecret confpiracy was entered
into to pérpetrate in one day a general maffacre of
the Normans, like that which had formerly been

xecuted upon the Danes ; and the quarrel was be-

* Cul. Gemet, po28¢g,  Order. Vital. p. 508, Anglia Sa-

cray volo i p. 245. ¥ Hoveden, p. 450, M, Welk. p, 226,
.Sirne Dunelm, p. 197.

come
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come fo general and national, that the vaflals of ear]
Coxo, having defired him to head them in an infur-
reftion, and finding him refolute in maintaining his
fidelity to William, put him to death as a _traitor to
his country.

Tue king, informed of thefe dangerous difcon-
tents, haftened over to England ; and by his pre-
fence, and the vigorous meafures which he purfued,
difconcerted all the fchemes of the confpirators,
Such of them as had been more violent in their
mutiny, betrayed their guilt by {lying, or concealing
thmlelves ; and the confifcation of their eftates,
while it encreafed the number of malcontents, both
enabled William to gratify farther the rapacity of
his Norman captains, and gave them the profpedt
of new forfeitures and attainders. The king began
to rcgard all his Englith fubjects as inveterate and
irreclaimable enemics; and thenceforth either em.
braced, or was more fully confirmed in the refolation
of feizing their poffeffions, and of reducing them to
the moft abjet flavery. Though the natural vio.
lence and feverity of his temper made him incapable
of feeling any remorfe in the execution of this ty-
rannical purpofe, he had art enough to conceal his
intention, and to preferve ftill fome appearance of
juftice in his oppreflions. He ordered all the Englith,
who had been arbitrarily expelled by the Normans
during his ablence, to be reftored to their eftates 2:
But at the fame time he impofed a general tax on
the people, that of Danegelt, which had been abo-
lithed by the Confeflor, and which had always been
cxtremely odious to the nation®

As the vigilance of William overawed the mal-
contents, théir infurreGions were more the refult of
an impatient humour in the people, than of any

% Chron. Sax. p. 173. Thia faf isa full proof that the
Normans had committcg great injuflice, and were the real caule
of the infurre@ions of the Englith.

sHoveden, p.450. Sim. Dunelm, p. 197, Alur, Beverl.p.127.
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¢ H A P regular confpiracy, which could give them a rations
St 10pe Of fuccefs againtt the eftablithed power of the
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Normans. The inhabitants of Excter, inftigated by
Githa, mother to king Harold, refufed to admit a
Norman garrifon, and betaking themfelves to arms,
were firengthened by the acceflion of the neighbour.
ing inhabitants of Devonthire and Cornwal ®.  The
king haftened with his forces to chaftife this revolt ;
and on his approach, the wifer and more confiderable
citizens, fenfible of the unequal conteft, perfuaded
the people to fubmit, and to deliver hoftages for
their obedience. A fudden mutiny of the populace
broke this agrecment ; and William, appearing be-
fore the walls, ordered theeyes of one of the hoftages
to be put out, as an earneft of that feverity which
the rebels muft expeét if they perfevered in their re-
volt°, The inhabitants were anew feized with terror,
and {urrendering at difcretion, threw themfelves at
the king’s feet, and fupplicated his clemency and
forgivenefs. William was not deftitute of gene-
rofity, when his temper was not hardened either by
policy or paffion: He was prevailed on to pardon
the rebels, and he fet guards on all the gates, in or-
der to prevent the rapacity and infolence of his fol-
diery®, Githa efcaped with her treafures to Flanders,
"The malcontents of Cornwal imitated the example
of Exeter, and met with like treatment: And the
king, having built a citadel in that city, which he
put under the command of Baldwin, fon of earl Gil-
bert, returned to Winchelter, and difperfed his army
into their quarters. He vwas here joined by his wite
Matilda, who had not before vifited England, and
whom he now ordered to be crowned by archbifhop
Aldred.  Soon after the brought him an acceffion
to his family by the birth of a fonrth fon, whom ne
named Henry,” His three elder fons, Robert, Ri-
chard, and William, ftill refided in Normandy.

¥ Order, Vitah, 7. 510, € [hid, 4 Thad,
Bur
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Bur though the king appeared thus fortunate, c Ta P
both in public and domeftic life, the difcontents of _2
his Englith fubjefls augmented daily ; and the inju- 063,
ries committed and {uflfered on both fides, ren-
dered the quarrel between them and the Nor-
mans abfolutely incurable. The infolence of vic-
totious malfters, difperfed throughout the king-
dom, feemed intolerable to the natives ; and where-
ever they found the Normans, feparate or affembled
in {mall bodies, they fecretly fet upon them, and
gratified their vengeance by the flaughter of their
cnemies. But an infurretion in the north drew
thither the general attention, and {eemed to threaten
more important confequences. Edwin and Morcar
appeared at the head of this rebellion ; and thefe po-
tent noblemen, before they took arms, ftipulated
for forcign [uccours, from their nephew Blethyn
prince of North Wales, from Malcolm king of
Scatland, and {from Sweyn king of Denmark, Re-
fides the general difcontent which had feized the
Englifh, the two earls were incited to this revolt by
private injuries. William, in order to infure them
to his interefts, had, on his acceflion, promifed his
daughter in marriage 1o Edwin ; but either he had
never ferioufly intended to perform this engagement,
or, having changed his plan of adminiftration in
England from clemency to rigour, he thought it
was to little purpole, if he gained one family, while
he enraged the whole nation. When Edwin, there-
fore, renewed his applications, he gave himan ab-
folute denial°; and this difappointment, added to
fo many other reafons of difguft, induced that no-
bleman and his brother to concur with their in.
cenfed countrymen, and to make one general effort
for the recovery of their ancient liberties. Wil
liam knew the importance of celerity in quelling an
infurreétion, fupported by fuch powerful leaders,

¢der. Vital. p. 5114
R3 and
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and fo agreeable to the withes of the people; and
having his troops always in readinefs, he advanced
by great journies to the north.  On his march he

ave orders to fortify the caftle of Warwic, of which
he left Henry de Beaumont governor, and that of
Nottingham, which he committed to the cuftody of
William Peverell, another Norman captain’. He
reached York before the rebels were in any condi-
tion for refiftance, or were joined by any of the fo-
reign fuccours which they expeted, except a finall
reinforcement from Wales £; and the two earls found
no means of fafety, but having recourfe to the cle-
mency of the vi€tor.  Archil, a potent nobleman in
thofe parts, imitated their example, and delivered
his fon as a hoftage for his fidelity * ; nor were the
people, thus deferted by their leaders, able to make
any farther refiftance. But the treatment which
‘William gave the chiefs, was very different “from

_ that which fell to the fhare of their followers. 1le

Rigoms of
the Nor«
man ga-
vermuent,

obferved religioufly the terms which he had granted
to the former, and allowed them for the prefent 1o
keep pofleffion of their eftates ; but he extended the
rigours of his confifcations over the latter, and gave
away their lands to his foreign adventurers. Thele,
planted throughout the whole country, and in pof-
feffion of the milizary power, left Edwin and Mor-
car, whom he pretended to fpare, deftitute of all
fupport, and ready to fall, whenever he fhould think
proper to command their ruin. A peace which he
made with Malcolm, who did him homage for Cum-
berland, feemed at the fame time to deprive them of
all profpeft of foreign affliftance !

‘Tre Englith were now fenfible that their final de-
ftruétion was intended ; and that inftead of a fo-
vereign, whom they had hoped tp gain by their
fubmiffions, they had tamely furrendered them-
felves, without refiftance, to a tyrant and a con-

f Order, Vital p.syr.  #Ibid,  »Ibid. 1 Ihid,
quero,
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quetor. Though the early confifcation of Flarold’s ¢ # a .
followers might feem iniquitous ; beinginfliGed on V-,

men who hadnever [worn fealty to the Dukeof Nor-
mandy, who were ignorant of his pretenfions, and
who only fought in defence of the government which
they themlelves had eftablithed in their own coun-
try : Yet were thefe rigours, however contrary to
the ancient Saxon laws, excufed on account of the
urgent neceffities of the prince ; and thofe who were
not involved in the prefent ruin, hoped that they
fhould thenceforth enjoy, without moleftation, their
poflcilions and their dignitics.  But the fucceflive
deflrution of fo many other families convinced
them, that the king intended to rely entirely on the
fupport and affe@lions of foreigners 5 and they fore-
faw new forfuitures, attainders, and aés of violence,
as the neceflary refult of this deftrufive plan of ad-
miniltration, They obferved, that no Englithman
poffefled his confidence, or was entrufted with any
command or authority ; and that the ftrangers,
whom a rigorous difcipline could have but ill re-
{trained, were encouraged in their infolence and ty-
ranny againft them. The caly fubmilfion of the
kingdom on its firft invafion had expofed the na-
tives to contempt 3 the fubfequent proofs of their
animofity and relentment had made them the objett
of hatred ; and they were now deprived of every
expedient by which they could hope to make them-
felves either regarded or beloved by their fovereign.
Imprefled with the fenfe of this difmal fituation,
many Englithmen fled into foreign countries, with
an intention of paffing their lives abroad frec fromn
opptreflion, or of returning on a favourable oppot-
tunity to aflift their friends in the recovery of their
native liberties*. Ldgar Atheling hiwfelf, dread-
ing the infidious carefles of William, was perfuaded
by Cofpatric, a powerful Northumbrian, to efcape

¥ Order. Vital, p. 508, M. Weft, p.225. M. Paris, p. 4
8im. Dun. p. 197 \
R4 with
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c 1 a P with him into Scotland ; and he carried thither his
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two fifters, Margaret and Chriflina. They were
well received by Malcolm, who {oon after efpoufed
Margaret the eldeft fifter ; and partly with a view
of ftrengthening his kingdom by the acceflion of fo
many {trangers, partly in hopes of employing them
againft the growing powcer of William, he gave great
countenance to all the Englith exiles. ~ Many of
them fettled there; and laid the foundation of
families which afterwards made a figure in that
country.

Witrr the Englifh (uffered under thefe oppref-
fions, even the foreigners were not much at their
eafe; but finding themf{elves furrounded on all hands
by enraged enemies, who took every advantage
againft them, and menaced them with ftill more
bloody effeéts of the public refentment, they began
to wifh again for the tranquillity and fecurity of thelr
native conntry. Hugh de Grentmefnil, and Hum-
phry de Teliol, though entrufted with great com-
mands, defired tobe diimifled the fervice ; and fome -
others imitated their example: A defertion which
was hjghly refented by the king, and which he pu-
nifhed by the confifcation of all their pofleflions in
England*, But William’s bounty to his followers
could not fail of alluring many new adventurers into
his fervice; and the rage of the vanquifhed Englith
ferved only to excite the attention of the king and
thofe warlke chiefs, and keep them in readinefs
to fupprefs every commencement of domeftic re.
bellion or foreign invafion.

It was not long before they found occupation for
their prowefs and military condu&, Godwin, Ed-
mond, and Magnus, three fons of Harold, had
immediately after the defeat at Haftings, fought a
retreat in Ireland ; where, having met with a kind
regeption from Dermot and other princes of that

¥ Order, Vitalis, p. 512, .
country,
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country, they projected an invafion on England, and
they hoped that all the exiles from Denmark, Scot-
land, and Wales, aflifted by forces from thefe feve-
ral countries, would at once commence hoftilities,
and roufe the indignation of the Englith againft their
haughty conquerors. They landed in Devonthire;
put found Brian, fon of the count of Britanny, at
the head of fome foreign troops, ready to oppole
them; and being defeated in feveral actions, they
were obliged to retreat to their fhips, and to return
with great lofs to freland'. The efforts of the
Normans were now direfted to the north, where
affairs bad fallen into the utmoft confufion. The
morg impatient of the Northumbrians had attacked
Robert de Comyn, who was appointed governor of
Durham ; and gaining the advantage over him from
his negligence, they put him to death in that city,
with feven hundred of his followers™,  "This {uccefs
animated the inhabitants of York, who, rifing in
arms, flew Robert Titz-Richard their governor”;
and befieged in the caftle William Mallet, on whom
the command now devolved. A little after, the
Danith troops landed from joo veflels: Ofberne,
brother to king Sweyn, was entrufted with the com-
mand of thefe forces, and he was accompanied by
Harold and Canute, two fons of that monarch,
Edgar Atheling appeared from Scotland, and
braught along with him Cofpatrick, Waltheof, Si-
ward, Bearne, Merlefwain, Adelin, and other lead-
ers, who, partly from the hopes which they gave
of Scottith fuccours, partly from their authority in
thofe parts, eafily perfuaded the warlike and dif-
contented Northumbrians to join the infurreftion.
Mallet, that he might better provide for the defence
of the cjtadel of York, fetfire to fome houles which

1 Gul. Gemet. p, 290, Order. Vital, p. 513. Anglia Sacra,
vol. 1, p. 246. @ Order. Vital. p. 512, Chron. de Mailr.
.116. Hoveden, p.450. M. Paris, p. 5. Sim. Dun. p. 198,

# Order, Vital. p 512.
lay
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lay contiguous ; but this expedient proved the in.
medinte caufe of his deflruftion. ‘The flames,
fpreading into the neighbouring {treets, reduced the
whole city to »ihes : The enraged inhabitants, aided
by the Lunes, took advantage of the confufion 1o
at'ori the caftle, which they carried by affault;
and the garrifon, to the number of 3000 meu, was
put to the fword without mercy °.

"Tu1s fuccefs proved a fignul to many other parts
of England, and gave the people an opportunity of
fhowing their malcvolence to the Mormans,  Elere-
ward, a nobleman in Eafl-Anglia, celebrated for va-
lour, affembled his followers, and taking thelter in
the Ile of Ely, made inroads on all the neighbour-
ing country®.  The Englith in the counties of So.
merfet and Dorfet rofe in arms, and affaulted Mont.
acute the Norman governor ; while the inhabitants
of Cornwal and Devon invefted Exeter, which from
the memory of William’s clemency {till remained
faithful to him. Edric the Forefter, calling in the
affiftance of the Welth, laid fiege to Shrewibury,
and made head againft ear] Brient and Fitz-Ofberne,
who commanded in thofe quarters % The Englifh,
every where repenting their former eafy fubmiffion,
feemed determined to make by concert one great
effort for the recovery of their liberties, and for the
expulfion of their oppreflors.

‘WiLL1AM, undifmayed amidft this fcene of con-
fufion, aflembled his forces, and animating them
with the profpe& of new confifcations and forfeitures,
he marched againft the rebels in the north, whom
he regarded as the moft formidable, and whofede-
feat he knew would ftrike a terror into all the other
malcontents, Joining policy to force, he tried be-
fore his approach to weaken the enemy, by detach-
ing the Danes from them ; and he engaged Otberne,
by large prelents, and by offering him the liberty

® Order. Vital.p. 513. Hoveden, p. 451, P Ingulf, p. 71,
Chron. Abb. St, Petri de Burgo, p. 471:) 9 Order, Vital. p. 514,

aof
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of plundering the fea-coalt, to retire, without com-
mitting farther hoflilities, into Denmark'. Cof-
atrick alfo, in defpair of fuccefs, made his peace
with the king, and paying a2 fum of money as an
atonement for his infurreftion, was received into
favour, and even Invefted with the earldom of
Northumberland., Waltheof, who long defended
York with great courage, was allured with this ap-
pearance of clemency; and as William knew how
to efteem valour even in an enemy, that nobleman
had no reafon to repent of this confidence *.  Even
Edric, compelled by neceffity, fubmitted to the
Conqueror, and received forgivenels, which was
foon after followed by fome degree of truft and fa-
your. Malcolm, coming too late to fupport his
confederates, was conftrained to retire j and all the
Englifh rebels in other parts, except Hereward,
who ftill kepr in his faftnefles, difperfed themfetves,
and left the Normans undifputed malters of the
kingdom. Edgar Atheling, with his followers,
fought again.a retreat in Scotland from the purfuit
of his enemiés.

Bur the feeming clemency of William towards
the Englifh leaders proceeded only from artifice, or
from his efteem of individuals: His heart was
hardened againft all compaffion towards the people ;
and he fcrupled no meafure, however violent or fe-
vere, which feemed requifite to fupport his plan of
tyrannical adminiftration. Senfible of the reftlefs
difpofition of the Northumbrians, he determined to
incapacitate them ever after from giving difturbance,
arid he iffued orders for laying entirely wafte that
feriile country, which for the extent of fixty miles
lies between the Humber and the Tees'. The

t Hoveden, p. 451. Chron. Abb. St, Petri de Burgo, p. 47-
Sim. Dun, p, 199. ¢ Malmef. p. 104. H. Hunt. p. 369,
t Chron. Sax. p. 174, Ingulf, p.79. Malmef. p, 103. Hove-
den, p. 45 1. Chron. Abb. 5t. Petri de Burgo, p. 47. M. Paris,
pe 5..Sim. Dun, p. 199. Brompton, p. g66.  Knyghton,
P 2344. Anglia Sacra, vol. i. p. 702,
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mans ; the catile feized and driven away; the in.
ftruments of hufbandry deftroyed ; and the inhabit.
ants compelled either to feek for a fubfiftence in
the fouthern parts of Scotland, or if they lingered
in England, from a rclutance to abandon their
ancient habitations, they perifhed miferably in the
woods from cold and hunger.  The lives of a hup-
dred thoufand perfons are computed to have been
facrificed to this flroke of barbarous policy *, which,
by feeking a remedy for a temporary evil, thus in.
flicted a lafling wound on the power and populouf.
nefs of the nation.

Bur William finding himfelf entirely mafter of
a people who had given him fuch fenfible proofs of
their impotent rage and animofity, now refolved to
proceed to extremities againit all the natives of Eng.
fand, and to reduce them to a condition in which
they fhould no longer be formidable to his govern-
ment. The infurrelions and confpiracies in fo
many patts of the kingdom, had involved the bulk
of the landed proprietors, mote or lefs, in the guils
of treafon ; and the king took advantage of exe.
cuting againft them, with the utmoft rigour, the
laws of forfeiture and attainder. Their lives were
indeed commonly fpared ; but their eftates were
confifeated, and cither anncxed. to the royal de.
mefnes, or conferred with the moft profufe bounty
on the Normans and other foreigners ™, While the
king’s declared intention was to deprefs, or rather
entirely extirpate, the Englith gentry*, it is ealy to
believe that fcarcely the form of juftice would be
obferved in thefe violent proceedings*; and that
any fufpicions ferved as the mott undoubted proofs
of guilt againft a people thus devoted to deftruc.
tion, It was crime fufficient in an Englifhman to
be opulent, or noble, or powerful ; and the policy

¢ % Order. Vitalp, 515, Malmel. p. 104.  * H, Hunt.
P 370-  # Seenote [H] at the end of the volyme, i
O
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of the king, concurring with the rapacity of foreign c v ar.
adventurers, produced almoft 2 total revelution in

the landed property of the kingdom. Ancient and ;070
honourable families were reduced to beggary; the

nobles themfelves were every where treated with
ignominy and contempt; they had the mortifica-

tion of feeing their caftles and manors poffefled

by Normans of the meancft birth and loweft fta-
tions '; and they found themfelves carefully ex-
cluded from every road which led either to riches

or preferment ¥,

As power naturally follows property, this revo- Inwrodu. -
Jution alone gave great fecurity to the foreigners ; 17 o the
but William, by the new inflitutions which he efta- "
blithed, took allo care to retain for ever the military
authority in thofe hands which had cnabled him to
fubdue the kingdom. Heintroduced into England
the feudal law, which he found eftablithed in France
and Normandy, and which, during that age, was
the foundation both of the ftability and of the dif-
orders in moft of the monarchial governments of
EurotPe. He divided all the lands of England, with
very few exceptions, befides the royal demefnes, into
haronies ; and he conferred thefe, with the relerva-
tion of ftated fervices and payments, on the moft
confiderable of his adventurers. Thefe great ba-
rons, who held immediately of the crown, fhared
out a great part of their lands to other foreigners,
who were denominated knights or vaffals, and who
paid their lord the fame duty and fubmiffion in
peace and war, which he himfelf owed to his fova-
reign. The whole kingdom contained about 700
chief tenants, and 60,215 knightsfees®; and as
none of the native Englith were admitted into the
firlt rank, the few who retained their landed pro-

¥ Order. Vitalis, p. 521, M. Well, p. 220. * Sec note
[1] at the end of the volume,  # Order. Vitalis, p. 523. Se-
cretum Abbatis, apud Selden, Titles of Honour, p. §73. Spelm.
Glofl. in varbo Feodum. Sir Robest Cottan,
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under the protetion of fome powerful Norman, to
load themfelves and their poflerity with this grievous
burthen, for eftates -which they had reccived free
from their anceftors*.  "T'he fmall mixture of Eng.
lith which entered into this civil or military fabric
(for it partook of both fpecies), was fo reftrained b
fubordination under the foreigners, that the Nor.
man dominion feemed now to be {ixed on the moft
durable bafis, and to defy all the efforts of it
enemies.

THE better to unite the parts of the government,
and to bind them into one fyftem, which might
ferve both for defence againft forcigners, and for the
fupport of domeflic tranquillity, William reduced
the ecclefiaftical revenues under the fame feudal
law 5 and though he had courted the church on his
jnvafion and acceflion, be now fubjeéled it to fer-
vices which the clergy regarded as a grievous flavery;
and as totally unbefitting their proteflion. The bi.
fhops and 'abbots were obliged, when required, to
furnith to the king, during war, a number of knights
or military tenants, proportioned to the extent of
property pofleflicd by each fee or abbey; and they
were liable, in cafe of failure, to the fame penalties
which were exafted from the laity®. The pope
and the ecclefiaftics exclaimed againft this tyranny,
as they called it; but the king’s authority was fo
well eftablithed over the army, who held every
thing from his bounty, that fuperftition itfelf, even
in that age, when it was moft prevalent, was con-
ftrained to bend under his fuperior influence.

BuT as the great body of the clergy were ftill na-
tives, the king had much reafon to dread the effets
of their refentment : He therefore ufed the precau-
tion of expelling the Englith from all the confider-

M. Welk. p. 225, M. Paris, p. 4. Braton, lib. 1. cap.
t1. num. 1. Tleta, lib. i, cap. 8. n. 2.

* M. Paris. p. 5. Anglia Sacra, vol, i, p. 218,
able
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gble dignities, and of advancing foreigners in their
place. The partiality of the Confeflor towards the
Normans had been fo great, that aided by their
fuperior learning, it had promoted them to many of
the fees in England ; and-even before the period of
the conquefl, fcarcely more than fix or feven of the
prelates were natives of the country, But among
thele was Stigand, archbifhop of Canterbury; a man
who, by his addrefs and vigour, by the greatnefs of
his family and alliances, by the extent of his poilef-
fions, as well as by the dignity of his office, and his
authority among the Englith, gave jealoufy to the
king®. Though William had on his acceffion
affronted this prelate, by employing the archbifhop
of York to officiate at his confecration, he was care-
ful on other occafions to load him with honours and
aarefles, and to avoid giving him farther offence 1ill
the opportunity fhould offer of cffeting his fiual de-
fru@tion®. The fuppreffion of the late rebellivns,
and the total fubjection of the Englith, made him
hope that an attempt againft Siigaud, however vio-
lent, would be covered by his great fuccellcs, and
be overlooked amidft the other important revolu-
tions which affetled fo deeply the properiy and k-
berty of the kingdom.. Yet, notwith{tanding thefe
great advantages, he did not think it fafe to violate
the reverence ufually paid to the primate; but under
cover of a new fuperitition, which he was the great
inftrument of introducing into England.

Tre dodtrine which exalted the papacy above all
human power, had gradually diffufed itfell’ from the
city and court of Rome ; and was, during that age,
much more prevalent in the fuuthern than in the
northern kingdoms of Europe, Pope Alexander,
who had affiffed William in his conquelts, naturally
expetted that the French and Normans would im-
port into England the fame reverence for his fa-

¢ Parker, p. 161 4 Ibid. p. 164.
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their own country; and would break the fpiritual
as well as civil independency of the Saxons, who
had hitherto condufted their ecclefiaftical govern.
ment with an acknowledgment indeed of primacy
in the fee of Rome, but without much idea of its
title to dominion or authority. AsJoon, therefore,
as the Norman prince feemed fully eftablithed on the
throne, the pope difpatched Ermeniroy, bifhop of
Sion, as his legate into England ; and this prelate
was the firlt that had ever appeared with that cha.
rater in any part of the Britith iflands.  The king,
though he was probably led by principle to pay this
fubmifion to Rome, determined, as is ufual, to
employ the incident as a means of ferving his po.
litical purpofes, and of degrading thofe Englith
prelates who were become obnoxious to him. The
legate fubmitted to become the inftrument of his
tyranny ; and thought that the more violent the
exertion of power, the more certainly did it confirm
the authority of that court from which he derived
his commiffion. He fummoned, therefore, a council
of the prelates and abbots at Winchefter; and
being aflited by two cardinals, Peter and John, he
cited before him Stigand, archbifhop of Canterbury,
to anfwer for his conduct, The primate was ac-
cufed of three crimes; the holding of the fee of
Winchefter, together with that of Canterbury ; the
officiating in the pall of Robert his predeceflor; and
the having received his own pall from Benediét IX.
whao was afterwards depofed for fimony, and for in-
trufion into the papacy . Thefe crimes of Stigand
were mere pretences; fince the firft had been a
praflice not unufual in England, and was never
any where {fubjeCted to a higher penalty than a re-
fignation of one of the fves; the fecond wras a pure
ceremonial 3 and as Benedi€t was the only pope who

¢ Hoveden, p._455. Diceto, pv 43z, Koyghton, p. 2345+

Aordia Sana, voh 1. pe 5,6, Ypod. Neoft. p. 448,

then
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then officiated, and his alls were never repealed,
all the prelates of the church, efpecially thofe who
lay at a diftance, were cxcufable for making their
applications to him. Stigand’s ruin, however, was
refolved on,and was profecuted with great feverity.
The legate degraded him from his dignity: The
king confifcated his eftate, and caft him into prifon,
where he continued in poverty and want during the
remainder of his life. Like rigour was exercifed
a%ainﬂ: the other Englifh prelates: Agelric, bithop
of Selefey, and Agelmare of Elmham, were depofed
by the legate, and imprifoned by the king. 'Many
confiderable abbots thared the fame fate : Egelwin,
bifhop of Durham, fled the kingdom : Wulftan of
‘Worcefter, a man of an inoffenfive chara&er, was
the only Englith prclate that efcaped this general
profcription, and remained in pofleflion of his dig-
nity. Aldred, archbithop of York, who had fet
the crown on William’s head, had died a little be-
fore of grief and vexation, and had left his male-
diftion to that prince on accouut of the breach of
his coronation oath, and of the extreme tyranny
with which he faw he was determined to treat his
Englith fubje€is®,

It was a fixed maxim in this reign, as well as in
fome of the [ubfequent, that no native of the ifland
thould ever be advanced to anydignity, ecclefiaftical,
civil, or military®*. The king, therefore, upon
Stigand’s depofition, promoted Lanfranc, a Milan-
efe monk, celebrated for his learning and piety, to
the vacant fee. 'This prelate was rigid in defending
the prerogatives of his ftation ; and after a long pro-

f Brompton relates, that Wulftan was allo deprived by the {y-
nod 3 but refufing to deliver his paftoral Ay and ying o uny
but the perfon from whom he firlt received it, he went immedi-
ately to king Edwud’s tomb, aud fiuck the faff fo deeply into
the flone, that none but himftlf was able to pull it ont: Upon
which he was allowed to keep his bithopric. This inftance
may ferve, inflead of many, as a fpecimen of the monkifh
miracles. See alfo the Annals of Burton, p. 284.

£ Malmef, de Geft. Pout. p. 354 P Ingulk p. 70, 71,

Yor.. I, 5 cely
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C H A 7. cefs before the pope, he obliged Thomas, a Not. .
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man monk, who had been appointed to the fee of
York, to acknowledge the primacy of the arch-
bithop of Canterbury., Where ambition can be fo
happy as to cover its enterprifes, even to the perfon
himlelf, under the appearance of principle, it is the
mofl incurable and inflexible of all human paffions.
Hence Lanfranc’s zeal in promoting the interefts of
the papacy, by which he himfelf angmented his
own authority, was indefatigable; and met with
proportionable fuccefs. ‘The deveted attachment
to Rome continnally increafed in England ; and
being favoured by the fentiments of the conquerors,
as well as by the monaftic eftablifiments formerly
introduced by Edred and Edgar, it foon reached
the fame height at which it had, during fome time,
ftood in France and Italy!, It afterwards went
much farther ; being favoured by that very remote
fituation which had at firft obftru&ted his progrefs;
and being lefs checked by knowledge and a liberal
2ducation, which were fhll fomewhat more common
in the fouthern countries.

THE prevalence of this fuperftitious fpirit became
dangerous to fome of William’s fucceflors, and in-
commodious to moft of them: But the arbitrary
fway of this king over the Englifh, and his exten.
five authority over the foreigners, kept him from
feeling any immediate inconveniencies from it. He
retained the church in great fubjeCtion, as well as
his lay fubje&s; and would allow none, of what-
ever charaler, to difpute his fovergign will and
pleafure. Tle prohibited his fubje@s from acknow-
ledging any one for pope whom he himfelf had not
previoufly received : He required that all the eccle-
faftical canons, voted in any [yned, fhould firfl be
laid before him, and be ratified by his authority:

M. Welt, p. 228, Lafranc wrote in defence of the real pre-
fence againfl Berengarius; and in thofe ages of fupidity and
ignorance, be was greatly applauded for that performance.

Even
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Even bulls or letters from Rome could not legally
be produced, till they received the fame fanétion:
and none of lis minifters or barons, whatever of-
fences they were guilty of, could be fubjeéted to
fpiritual cenfures till he himfelf had given his con-
fent to their excommunication*, Thefe regulations
were worthy of a fovereign, and kept united the civil
and ecclefiaftical powers, which the principles intro-
duced by this prince himfelf had an immediate
tendency to feparate. ,

Bur the Englith had the cruel mortification to
find that their king’s authority, however acquired
or however extended, was all employed int their op-
preffion ; and that the Ichente of their {ubjection,
attended with every circumftance of infult and indig-
nity ', was deliberately formed by the prince, and
wantonly profecuted by his followers=, William
had even entertained the difficult projelt of totally
abolithing the Englifh language ; and for that pur-
pole, he ordered that in all fchools throughout the
kingdom the youth fhould be inftrufted in the
French tongue; a pra@ice which was continued
from coftom till after the reign of Edward IiL and
was never indeed totally difcontinued in England.
The pleadings in the fupreme courts of judicature
were in French®¢ The deeds were often drawn in
the fame language: The laws were compofed in
that idiom °: No other tongue was ufed 4t court:
It became the language of all fathionable company 3
and the Englifh themlelves, athamed of their own
country, affeted to excel in that foreign dia-
le@t. From this attention of Willjam, and fromt
the extenfive foreign dominions long annexed to the
crown of Enpland, proceeded that mixture of Frencls
which is at prefent to be found in the kngliih tongue,

k¥E:dmer,p. §  }Order. Vital p. 523 1. Funt.p 370

m Tngulf, p. 71. 234 Ed 111 eap. 15, Stldea Spinaleg,
ad Esdmer, p. 18g., Foitefeue de Jaud, leg. Angl. cap. 48,

¥ Chrons Rothom. A. D, 1066.
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¢ 1 a P and which compofes the greateft and beft part of
IV our langnage. But amidfl thofe cndeavours to de-

1970,

171

prefs the Englifh nation, the king, moved by the
remonftrances of fome of his prelates, and by the
earneft defires of the people, reftored a few of the
laws of king Edward *; which, though feemingly
of no great importance towards the protcélion of
gengral liberty, gave them extreme fatisfadlion, asa
niféforial of their ancient government, and an un-
afual mark of complaifance in their imperious con.

qygrors *.
™{'ue fituation of the two great earls, Morcar and
FEdwin, became now very dilagreeable, Though
they had retained their allegiance during this general
infurre@tion of their countrymen, they had not
wained the king’s confidence, and they found them.
felves expofed to the malignity of the courticrs, who
envied thein on account of their opulence and great.
nels, and at the fame time involved them ju that ge-
neral contempt which they entertained for the Eng-
lith. Senfible that they bad entirely loft their
dignity, and could not even hoge to remain long in
fatety ; they determined, though too late, to fhare
the fame fate with their countrymen. While Ed.
win retired to his eflate in the north, with 2 view
of commencing an infurre@tion, Morcar tools fhelter
in the lile of Ely with the brave Hereward, who,
fecured by the inacceflible fituation of the place, ftill
dctended himfell againft the Normans,  But this
attempt ferved only to accelerate the ruin of the few
Englith, who had hitherto been able to preferve their
rank or foriune during the paft convulfions. Wil-
liain employed all his endeavours to fubdue the Ifle
ol Fly; and having [urrounded it with flat-bot-
tomed boats, and nade a caufeway through the
morafles to the extent of two miles, he vbliged the
rebels to furrender at dilcretion. Ilereward alone
® Ingulf, p. 84 DBrompton, p. ¢82. Kuyghton, p. =355-
Fovedon, p. oo, * Beenote [ K at the end of the vilume.
Y foreed
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forced his way, fword in hand, through the enemy; ¢ H] A
and ftill continued his hoflilities by fea againft 2,
the Normans, till at laft William, charmed with 0.
his bravery, rceeived him into favour, and 1eftored
him to his eflate. Earl Morcar and Egelwin
bithop of Durham, who had joined the malcon~
tents, were thrown into prifon, and the latter foon
after died in confinement. Ldwin, attcwpting o
make his efcape into Scotland, was betrayed by
fome of his {ollowers, and was killed by a party of
Normans, to the great afliction of the Englith, and
even to that of William, who paid a tribute of ge-
nerous tears {o the memory of this gallant and beau-
tiful youth. The king of Scotland, in hopes of
profiting by thefe convulfiuns, had fallen upon the
northern counties ; but on the approach of William
he retired ; and when the king entered his country,
he was glad to make peace, and to pay the ufual
homage to the Englith crown. To complete the
king’s profperity, Edgar Atheling himfelf, defpair-
jing of [uccefs, and weary of a fugitive life, fubmit»
ted to his enemy; and receiving a decent penfion
for his fubfiftence, was permitted to live in England
unmolefted. But thele aéts of generofity towards
the leaders were difgraced, as ufnal, by William’s
tigour againft the inferior malcontents. He ordered
the hands to be lopt off, and the eyes to be put out,
of many of the prifoners whom he had taken in the
Ifle of Ely; and be difpetfed them in that miferable
condition throughout the country, as monuments of
his feverity.

Tur province of Maine in France had, by the s,
will of Herbert the laflt count, fallen under the do-
minion of William fome years before his conqueft of
England; bur the inhabitants, diffatisfied with the
Norman governun.ent, and inftigated by Fulk count
of Anjou, who had fome pretenfions to the fuccef-

{ion, now rofc in 1ebelfion, and cxpelled the ma-

giftrates whorn the king had placed over them. 'fhﬁ
u

53
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¢ B A p. full fettlement of England aflorded hLim leifure ¢q

vi‘,’.;._, punifh this infult on his authority ; but being up.

1. willing to remove his Narman forces from this ifland,

he carried over a confiderable army, compofed a).

moft entirely of Englifh ; and joining them to fome

troops levied in Normandy, be entered_t})e revolted

province. The Englith appgared ambitious of dif.

tinguithing themfelves on this occafion, and of re,

trieving that charaéter of valour which had long been

national among them 3 but which their late eafy fub.

jeftion under the Normans had {fomewhat degraded

and oblcured. Perhaps too they hoped that, by

their zeal and a&ivity, they might recover the con.

fidence of their fovereign, as their anceftors had for.

merly, by like means, gained the affe&ions of Ca.

nute ; and might conquer his inveterate prejudices,

in favour of his own countrymen. The king’s mi.

litary conduét, feconded by thefe brave troops, foon

overcame all oppofition in Maine : The inhabirants

werc obliged to fubmit, and the count of Anjou re-
linquifhed his pretenfions.

1074 BuT during thefe tranfadtions the government of
Tefamrec. . England was greatly diffurbed ; and that too by
Norman  thole very foreigners who owed cvery thing to the
Buons: King’s bounty, and who were the lole object of his

friendfhip and regard. The Norman barons, wha
had engaged with their duke in the conqueflt of
England, were men of the moft independent fpirit;
and though they obeyed their leader in the field,
they would have regarded with difdain the richelt
acquifitions, had they been required in return to
fubmit, in their civil government, to the arbitrary
will of one man. But the imperious chara&ter of
William, encouraged by his ablolute dominion over
the Englilh, and ofien impelled by the neceflity of
his affairs, had prompted him to flretch his autho-
rity over the Normans them/felves beyond what the
free genius of that viGorious people could eafily
bear, The difeontenty were becowe general aml\_;.mg
) thofe
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thofe haughty nobles; and even Roger, earl of CH AP
Hercford, fon and heir of ¥itz-Ofberne, theking’s

chicf favourite, was ftrongly infeGted with them.
This nobleman, intending to marry his fifter to
Ralph de Guader, earl of Norfolk, had thought it
his duty to inform the king of his purpofe, and to
defire the royal confent; but meeting with a refu-
fal, he proceeded neverthelefs to complete the nup-
tials, and aflembled all his friends, and thofe of
Guader, to attend the folemnity. The two earls,
difgufted by the denial of their requeft,and dread-
ing William’s refentment f[or their difobedience,
here prepared mealures for a revolt; and during
the gaiety of the feftival, while the company was
Leated with wine, they openced the defign o their
guefts, They invcighed againft the arbitrary con-
duét of the king; his tyranny over the Englith,
whom they affefted on this occafion to commi-
ferate ; his imperious behaviour to his barons of the
nobleft birth ; and his apparent intention of re.
ducing the vi@ors and the vanquifhed to a like ig-
nominious fervitude. Amidft their complaints, the
indignity of fubmitting to a baftard ¢ was not for-
gotten ; the certain profpe& of fuccels in a revolt,
by the affiftance of the Danes and the difcontented
Englifh, was infifted on; and the whole company,
inflamed with the fame fentiments, and warmed by
the jollity of the entertainment, entered, by a2 fo-

lemn engagement, into the defign of ithaking off”

the royal authority. Even Farl Waltheof, who was
prefent, inconfiderately expreffed his approbation of
the confpiracy, and promifed his concutrence to.
wards its {uccefs.

THis nobleman, the lalt of the Englith who,
for fome generations, pofleflud any power or au-
thority, had, after his capitulation at York, been

9 William was fo little afhamed of hia birth, that he affumed
the appellation of Daftard in fome of hisletess and chartus,
Spelm, GlofL. in veubn Bfturdus.  Camden in Richmongfire.

S a received

1074
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CH AT received into favour by the Conqueror; had even
‘e married Judith, niece to that prince ; and had been

1074s

promoted to the earldoms of Huntingdon and
Northampton L. Colpatrick, earl of Northumber.
land, having, on fome new difguft from William,
retired into Scotland, where he received the earl-
dom of Dunbar from the bounty of Malcolm g
Waltheof was appointed his fucceffor in that im.
portant command, and feemed {till to poflefls the
confidence and friendthip of his fovereign®. But
as he was a man of generous principles, and loved
bLis country, it is probable that the tyranny exer-
cifed over the Englifh lay heavy upon his mind, and
deftroyed all the fatisfation which be could reap
from his own grandeur and advancement. When
a profpet, therefore, was opened of retrieving their
liberty, he haftily embraced it ; while the fumes of
the liquor, and the ardour of the company, pre-
vented him from refleing on the confequences of
that rath attempt.  Bu after his cool judgment re-
turned, he forefaw, that the confpiracy of thofe
difcontented barons was not likely to provefuccefl-
ful againfl the eflablithed power of William, or if
it did, that the flavery of the Englifth, inftead of
being alleviated by that event, would become more
grievous under a multitude of foreign leaders, fac-
tious and ambitious, whofe union and whofe dif-
cord would be equally oppreflive to the peaple.
Tormented with thefe refleCtions he opened his
mind to his wife Judith, of whofe fidelity he en-
tercained no f{ulpicion, but who, having fecretly
fised her affeCtions on another, rook this oppor-
tunity of ruining her eafy and credulous hufband.
She conveyed intelligence of the confpiracy to the
king, and aggravated every circumftance, which,
fhe believed would tend to incenfe him againft
Woaltheof, and render him abfolutely implacable .
10 der Vital. p. g22. den, p. 454.  * Sim. Dun. p.205.
* Order. Vigal p zgsfflm P 454 Sia. Dus. p2os
Meanwhile
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Meanwhile the earl, ftill dubious with regard to the
part which he thould a&, difcovered the fecret in
confeffion to Lanfranc, on whofe probity and judg-
ment he had a great reliance : He was perfuaded by
the prelate, that he owed no fidelity to thofe rebel-
Jious barons, who had by furprife gained his confent
to a crime 5 that his firlk duty was to his fovereign
and benefa8lor ; his next to himfelf and his family ;
and that, if he {vized not the opportunity of making
atoncment for his guilt by revealing it, the temerity
of the conipirators was fo great, that they would
give fome other perfon the means ol acquiring the
merit of the difcovery. Waltheof, convinced by
thefe arguments, went over to Normandy; but
though he was well received by the king, and thank-
ed for his fidelity, the account, previoufly tranf-
mitted by Judith, bad funk deep into Willjam’s
mind, and had deftroyed all the merits of her huf-
band’s repentance.

TaE confpirators, hearing of Waltheof’s depar-
ture, immediately concluded their defign to be be-
trayed ; and they flew to arms before their fchemes
were ripe for execution, and before the arrival of
the Danes, in whofe aid they placed their chief
confidence. The earl of Hercford was checked
by Walter de Lacy, a great baron in thofe parts,
who, fupported by the bifhop of Worceller and the
abbot of Evefham, raifed fome forces, and pre-
vented the earl from pafling the Severne, or ad-
vancing into the heart of the kingdom. The earl
of Norfolk was defeated at Fapadun, near Cam-
bridge, by Qdo, the regent, aflilted by Richard de
Bienfaite and William de Warenne, the two ju-
fliciaries. The prifoners taken in this ation had
their right foot cut off, as a punithment of their
tieafon : The earl himielf elzaped to Norwich,
thence to Denmark where the Danifh fiect, which
had made an unfuccelsful attempt upon the coatt of

England,
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cn AP England®, foon after arrived, and brought him in.
ey telligence, that all his confederates were fupprefled,

10744
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mth Apr

and were either killed, banithed, or taken prifoners®,
Ralph retired in defpair to Britany, where he pof-
feffed a large eflate and extenfive jurifdi@ions.

Tae king, who haftened over to kngland in
order to fupprefs the infurre€ion, found that no-
thing remained but the punifhment of the crimi.
nals, which he exccuted with great fevarity. Many
of the rebels were hanged; fome had their cyes put
out j others their hands cur off. But William,
agreeably o his nfuul maxims, fhewed more lenity,
to their leader, the carl of Hereford, who was onl
condemned to a forlciture of his eflate, and to im.
prifonment duriug pleafure. The king feemed’
even difpofed to remit this laft part of the punifh-
ment; had not Roger, by a frefh infolence, pro-
veked him to render his confinement perpetual.
But Waltheof, being an Englithman, was not
treated with fo much humanity; though his guil,
always much inferior to that of the other confpira.
tors, was atoned for by an early repentance and re-
turn to hisduty. William, inftigated by his niece,
as well as by his rapacious courticrs, who longed
for fo rich a forfeiture, ordered him to be tried,
condemned, and executed. The Englith, who con-
fidered this nobleman as the laft refource of their na«
tion, grievoufly lamented his fate, and fancied that
miracles were wrought by his reliques, asa tefltimon
of his innocence and fan&ity. The infamous Judith,
falling toon afier under the king’s difpleafure, was
abandoned by all the world, and pafled the reft of
her life in contempt, remorfe, and mifery.

t Chron, Sax.p.18g. M. Paris, p. 7.

U Many of the fugitive Normans ave fuppofed to have fled into
Scotland ; where they were proteéled, as woll as the tugitive
Enghth, by Malcolm, Whenee come the many French and
Norm w families, which are found at prefent in that country.

5 NoTHING
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Noriwe remained to complete William®s fatif-
faltion but the punifhment of Ralph de Guader;
and he haftened over to Normandy, in order to gra-
tify his vengeance on that criminal, But though the
conteft fcemed very unequal between a private no-
bleman and the king of England, Ralph was fo well
fupported borh by the earl of Britany and the king
of France, that William, after befieging him {or
fome time in Dol, was obliged to abandon the en-
terprife, and make with thofe powerful princes a
peace, in which Ralph himfelf was included. Fng-
land, during his ablence, remained in tranquillity ;
and nothing remarkable occurred, except two eccle-
fiaflical {fynods which were fummoned, one at Lon-
don, anather at Winchefter. In the {former, the pre-
cedency among the epifcopal fees was fettled, and
the feat of fome of them was removed {rom {mall
villages to the moft confiderable town within the di-
ocefe. In the fecond was tranfalted a bufinefs of
more importance.

TniL induftry and perfeverance are furprifing,
with which the popes had been trealuring up powers
and ptetenfions during fo many ages of iznorance ;
while each pontff employed every fraud for ad.
vancing purpoles of imaginary piety, and cherithed
all claims which might turn ro the advantage of his
fucceflors, though he himfell could not expe& ever
to reap any benefit from them. All this immenfe
ftore of fpiritual and eivil authority was now de-
volved on Gregory VII. of thc name of Hilde-
brand, the moft enterprifing pontiff that had ever
nilled that chair, and theleaft reftrained by fear, de-
cency, or moderation, Nat content with thaking
off the yoke of the emperors, who had hiherto
exercifed the power of appointing the pope on
every vacancy, at leaft of ravifying his eleCtion; he
undertook the arduous tafk of cntirely disjoining
the ecclefiaftical from the civil power, and of ex-
cluding profane laymen from the right which they

had
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eHAL had affumed of filling the vacancics of bithopricss
oy abbies, and other fpiritual dignities ™. 'The foves

1070.

reigns, who had long excrcifed this power, and whq
had acquired it not by encroachments on the
church, but on the people, to whom it origina]ly
helonged ¥, made great oppnfition to this claim of
the court of Rome; and Ilenry IV. the reigning
emperor, defended this prerogative of his crown
vith a vigour and refolution {uitable to its import.
ance.  The few offices, either civil o military,
which the feudal inflitutions left the fovercign the
power of beftowing, made the preropative of con.
ferring the paftoral ring and flafl the moft valu.
able jewel of the royal diadem ; efpecially as the ge-
neral ignorance of 1he age beflowed 2 confequence
on the ecclefiaflical offices, even beyond the great
extent of power and property which belonged to
them.  Superflition, the child of ignovance, in-
veited the clergy with an authority aimoft facred;
and as they engrofied the little learning of the age,
their interpofition became requifite in all civil bufi-
ncfs, and a real ufefulnefs in common life was thus
fuperadded to the {piritual fanlity of their cha.
racter.

Wxewn the ufurpations therefore, of the chyrch
had come to fuch wmaturity as to embolden her to
attempt extorting the right of inveftitures from the
temporal power, Europe, efpecially Italy and Ger-
many, was thrown into the mofl violent convulfions,
and the pope and the emperor waged implacable war
on each other. Gregory dared to fulminate the fen.
tence of excommunication againt Henry and his
adherents, to pronounce him rightfully depofed, to
free his fubje@s from their oaths of allegiance ; and
inftead of fhocking mankind by this grofs encroachs
ment on the civil authority, he found the ftupid peo-
ple ready to fecond his moft exorbitant pretenfions.

* L!Abhé Cone. tom, %. p. 371, 372. com. 2,
* Padre Pacle lopra benet. ecclel, p. g0,

Every
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Every minifter, fervant, or vaffal of the emperor, ¢ H AP

who received any difguft, covered his rebellion un-
der the pretence of principle ; and even the mother
of this monarch, forgetting all the ties of nature, was
feduced to countenance the infolence of his enemics.
Princes themlelves, not attentive to the pernicious
confequences of thole papal claims, employed them
for their prefent purpoles: And the controverfy,
fpreading into every city of Italy, engendered the
parties of Guelf and Ghibbelin ; the moft durable
and moft inveterate fa&ions that cver arofe from the
mixture of ambition and religious zeal. Befides
numberlefs aflaflinations, tumults, and convulfions,
to which they gave rife, it is computed that the
quarrel occafioned no lefs than fixty battles in the
reign of Henry IV. and eighteen in that of his fuc-
ceflor, Henry V. when the claims of the fovercign
pontiff finally prevailed .

But the bold fpirit of Gregory, not difmaved
with the vigorous oppofition which he met with
from the emperar, extended his uturpations all over
Europe ; and well knowing the nature of mankind,
whofe blind aftonithment ever inclines them to yield
to the moft impudent pretenfions, he feemed de-
termined to fet no bounds to the fpiritual, or rather
temporal monarchy, which he had undertaken to
evett. [FHe pronounced the fentence of excommu-
nication againft Nicephorus, emperor of the Fall
Robert Guifcard, the adveanturous Narman who
had acquired the dominion of Naples, was attacked
by the fame dangerous weapon ; 1lle degraded Bo-
leflag, king of Poland, from the rauk of king;
and even deprived Poland of the title of a king-
dom: He attempted to treat Philip king of Frauce
with the fame rigour which he had employed
againft the emperor * : He pretended to the entire
property and dominion of Spain ; and he parcclled

¥ Padre Paolo {opra benef. ecclef. p. 113.
% Epift, Greg VEL epift. 32. 35 lib. 2. cpitt. 5,
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under the fee of Rome*: Even the Chriflian bi.
fhops, on whofe aid he relied for fubduing the tem.
poial princes, faw that he was determined to reduce
them to fervitude ; and by affuming the whole le.
giflative and judicial power of the church, to centre
all authority in the fovereign pontiff *.

Wirriam the Conquelor, the moft potent, the
moft haughty, and the moft vigorous prince in
Europe, was not, amidft all his {plendid fucceffes,
fccure irom the attacks of this enterprifing pontiff,
Gregory wrote him a letter, requiring him to fulfil
his promife in doing homage for the kingdom of
Fngland to the fee of Rome, and to fend him over
that tiibute, which all his predeceflors had been ac-
cuftomed to pay to the vicar of Chrift. By the
tribute, he meant Peter’s pence ; which, though at
firflt a charitable donation of the Saxon princes, was
interpreted, according to the ufual praice of the
Romifh court, to be a badge of fubjeftion acknow-
ledged by the kingdom. William replied, that the
money fhould be remitted as ufual ; but that neither
had he promifed to do homage to Rome, nor was it
in the leaft his purpofe to impofe that {ervitude on
his ftate .  And the better to fhow Gregory his in-
dcpendence, he ventured, notwithftanding the {re-
quent complaints of the pope, to refufe to the Eng-
hith bLifhops the liberty of attending a general coun-
cil which that pontiff had fummoned againft his
encmies.

BuT though the king difplayed this vigour in
fupporting the royal dignity, he was infefted with
the gencial {uperftition of the age, and he did not
perceive the ambitious fcope of thofe inftitutions,
which, under colour of ftriétnefs in religion, were
introduced or promoted by the courr of Rome.

¥pift. Gieg. VIL lib, vocpift. 7. " Gueg, Epill lib. 2.
el g5, ¢ Spicdeg. gcldcni ad Eadmer, p. 4+
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Gregory, while he was throwing all Europe into
combuftion by his violence and impoftures, af-
fefted an anxidus care for the purity of manners ;
and even the chalte pleafures of the maniage-bed
were inconfiftent, in his opinion, with the fandity
of the facerdotal charalter. He had iffued a decree
prohibiting the marriage of priefts, excommuni-
cating all clergymen who retained their wives, de-
claring fuch unlawfu) commerce to be fornication,
and rendering it criminal in the laity to attend di-
vine worthip, when f{uch profune prielts officiated
at the altar®.  This point was a great objedt in the
politics of the Roman pontifls ; and it coft them
infinitely more pains to eftablifh it, than the pro-
pagation of any fpeculative ablurdity which they
had ever attempted to introduce. Many {ynods
were fummoned in different pats of Europe, be-
fore it was finally fettled ; and it was there con.
ftantly remarked, that the younger clergymen com-
plied cheerfully with the pope’s decrees 1 this par-
ticular, and that the chief 1elu@ance appeared in
thofe who were more advanced in years: An event
fo little confonant to men’s natural expeélations,
that it could not fail to be glofled on, even in that
blind and fuperflitious age. William allowed the
pope’s legate to aflemnble, in his ablence, a fynod
at Winchefter, in oider to eftablifh the celibacy of
the clergy; but the church of Fungland could not
yet be carried the whole length expelted. The
fynod was content with decreeing, that the bifhops
fhould not thenceforth orda’n any priefts or deacons
without exaCting from them a promifle of celibacy ;
but they enafled, that none, cxcept thofe who be.
longed to collegiate or cathedral churches, fhouald
be obliged to {eparate from their wives.
Tue king palfed fome years in Normandy ;3 but
his long reiidence there was not entircly owing to
4 Floveden, p. 45<. 457.  Flor, Wigorn, po 638, Spedni
Congil. fol. x}P Afl)ﬁféﬁ.r T B B30 $ d
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s fcnce was alfo neccflary for compofing thofe difturb.
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ances which had arifen in that favourite territory,
and which had even originally proceeded from his
own family. Robert, his eldefl fon, furnamed
Gambaron or Corthoufe, {rom his thort legs, was
a prince who inherited all the bravery of his family
and nation ; but without that policy and diffimula-
tion, by which his father was fo much diftingnifhed,
and which, no lefs than his military valour, had
contributed to his great fuccefles.  Greedy of fame,
impatient of contradiction, without referve in his
friendfhips, declared in his enmities, this prince
could endure no control even from his imperious
father, and openly afpired to rhat independence, to
which his temper, as well as fome circumltances in
his fituation, ftrongly invited him . When Wil.
liam firft received the fubmiffions of the province
of Maine, he had promifed the inhabitants that
Robert thould be their prince ; and before he un.
dertook the expedition againft England, he had, on
the application of the French court, declared him
his fucceffor in Normandy, and had obliged the
barons of that dutchy to do him homage as their
future fovereign. By this artifice, he had endea-
voured to appeale the jealoufy of his neighbours,
as affording them a profpet of parating England
from his dominions on the continent; but when
Robert demanded of hiwa the exccution of thofe
engagements, he gave him an abfolute refufal, and
told him, according to the homely faying, that he
never intended to throw off his clothes till he went
to bed’. Robert openly declared his difcontent;
and was fulpefled of fecretly infligating the king
of France and the earl of Britany to the oppofi-
tion which they made to William, and which had
formerly fruftrated his attempts upon the town of

4 Qrder, Vital. p. 5.45. Toveden, p. 457.  Flor, Wigomm.
B 457 8
. 63g. t Chron de Mailr. p. 160, ..
g i Dol
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Dol. And as the quarrel ftill augmented, Robert € H AP,

proceeded to entertain a ftrong jealonfy of his two
furviving brothers, William and Henry (for Richard
was killed in hunting by a ftag), who, by greater
fubmiffion and complaifance, had acquired the af-
feQions of their father. In this difpofition on both
fides, the greateft trifle {ufficed to produce a rup-
ture between them.

Tue three princes, refiding with their father in
the caitle of I’Aigle in Normandy, were one day
engaged in fport together; and after fome mirth
and jollity, the two younger took a fancy of throw-
ing over fome water on Robert as he pafied through
the court on leaving their apartment 3 a frolic,
which he would naturally have regarded as inno-
cent, had it not been for the [uggeftions of Alberic
de Grentmelbil, fon of that Hugh de Grentnelhil
whom Willlam had formerly deprived of his for-
tuncs, when that baron delerted him during his
greateft difficulties in England. The young man,
mindful of the injury, perfuaded the prince that
this aGion was meant as a public affront, which it
behoved him in honour to.reflent ; and the choleric
Robert, drawing his fword, ran up flairs, with an
intention of taking revenge on his brothers*, The
whole caftle was filled with tumult, which the king
himfelf, who haftened from his apartment, found
fome difficulty to appeafe, But he could by no
means appeafe the refentment of his eldeft fon, who
complaining of his partiality, and fancying that no
proper atonement had been made him for the
infult, left the court that very evening, and haft.
ened to Rotien, with an intention of feizing the
citadel of that place’. But being difappointed in
this view by the precaution and vigilance of Roger
de Ivery, the governor, he fled to Hugh de Neufe
chatel, a powerful Norman baron, who gave him

# Order, Vital p, 5450 2 Ibid, 1 Ihid,
Vou. I, ‘T proteétion
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againft his father*. The popular charater of the
prince, and a finilarity of manners, engaged all the
young unobility of Normandy and Maine, as well as
of Anjou and Britanny, to take part with him ; and
it was fufpeéted, that Matilda, his mother,- whole
favourite he was, fupported him in his rebellion by
fecret remittances of money, and by the encourage-
ment which fhe gave his partifans.

AxrL the hereditary piovinces of William, as
well as his family, were, during feveral years,
thrown into convulfions by this war ; and he wasat
laft obliged to have recourfe to England, where that
fpecies of military government which he had efta-
blifhed gave him greater anthority than the ancient
fcudal inftitutions permitted him to exercife in Nor-
mandy. He called over an army of Englith under
his ancient captains, who foon expeiled Robert and
Lis adberents from their retreats, and reftored the
authority of the fovereign in all his dominions.
I'he young prince was obliged to take fhelter in
the caftle of Gerberoy in the Beauvoifis, which the
husg of France, who fecretly fomented all thefe
diffenfions, had provided for him. Jn this fortrefs
he was clofely befieged by his father, againft whom,
having a ftrong garrifon, he made an obftinate de-
fence. "Lhere paffed under the walls of this place
many rencounters, which refembled more the fingle
combats of chivalry, than the military adtions of
aruiies; but one of them was remarkable for its
circumf{tances and its event. Robert happened to
engage the king, who was concealed by his helmet;
and Loth of them being valiant, a fierce combat
enfued, till ar laft the young prince wounded his
father in the arm, and unhorfed him. On his call-
ing out for affiftance, his voice difcovered him to
his fon, who, llruck. with remorfe for his pafll guils,

k Orders Vitals p. 545, Ioveden, p. 457,  Sim. Dun.
p 210, Diceto, p. 487.

and
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4nd aftonifhed with the apprehenfions of one muich
greater, which he had fo nearly incurred, inftantly
threw himfelf at his father’s feet, craved pardon for
his offences, and offered td purchafe forgivenefs by
any atonement’. The refentment hatboured by
William was fo implacable, that he did not im-
mediately correfpond to this dutiful {ubmiflion of his
fon with like tendernefs; but giving him his ma-
lediQlion, departed for his own camp, on Robert’s
horfe, which that prince had aflited him to mount.
He foon after raifed the fiege, and marched with
his army to Normandy; where the interpofition of
the queen, and other common friends, brought about
a reconcilement, which was probably not a little
forwarded by the generofity of the fon’s behaviour
in this aftion, and by the returning fenfe of his paft
mifcondué. The king feemed fo fully appealed,
that he even took Robert with him into England ;
where he entrufted him with the command of an
army, in order to repel an inroad of Malcolm,
king of Scotland, and to retaliate by a like inroad
into that country. The Welfh, unable to refilt
William’s power, were, about the fame time, necel-
fitated to pay a compenfation for their incurfions ;
and every thing was reduced to full tranquillity in
this ifland.

"Tris ftate-of affairs pave William leifure to be-
gin and finith an undertaking, which proves his
extenfive genius, and does honour to his memory :
It was a general furvey of all the lands in the king-
dom, their extent in each diftrict, their proprietors,
tenures, value; the quantity of meadow, paflure,
waod, and arable land, which they contained ; and
in fome counties the number of tenants, cottagers,
and {flaves of all denominations, who lived upon
them. Ile appointed commiflioners for this pur.

I Malmef. p, o6, H. Ilunt.p.369. Hoveden; p. 457,
Flor. Wig. p. 639.  Sim. Dun. p. 210, Diceto, p. 287.
‘Kuoyghton, p. 2351, Alur. Bevul. p. 135,
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pofe, who entered every particular in their regifter
by the verdi&t of juries; and after a labour of fix
years (for the wotk was fo long in finithing) brought
him an exad account of all the landed property of
his kingdom . This monument, called Domefday.-
book, the molt valuable piece of antiquity poflefled
by any nation, is ftill preferved in the Exchequer;
and though only fome extraéls of it have hitherto
been publifhed, it ferves to illuflrate to us, in many
particulars, the ancient ftare of England. The great
Alifred had finifhed a like furvey of the kingdom in
his time. which was long kept at Winchefter, and
which probably lerved as a model to William in
this undertaking "

‘Tre king was naturally a great economift ; and
though no prince had ever been more bountiful
to his officers and fervants, it was merely becaufe
he had rendered himfelf univerfal proprietor of
¥ngland, and hd a whole kingdom to beftow.
He 1cferved an ample revenue for the crown ; and
in the general diftribution of land among his fol.
lowers, he kept potieflion of no lefs than 1422 ma-
nors in different parts of Fngland®, which paid
him rent, either in money, or in corn, cattle, and
the ufval produce of the foil. An ancient hiftorian
computes, that his annual fixed income, befides
elcheats, fines, reliefs, and other cafual profits toa
great value, amounted to near 400,000 paunds a
vear® ; a fum which, if all circumftances be attended
to, will appear wholly incredible. A pound in that
age, a3 we have already obferved, contained three

m Chvon. Sax.p.190.  Ingulf, p. 79. . T. Wykes
23 I 1-Ium.1;). 3910. Ha%eclie’n? p'{gq.éo.cﬁ?%eﬂ. p.yzzyz
Flor. Wigorp. p. 641, Chron. Abb. 8t. Petri de Burgo, p. §1.

M. Paris, p. 8. The more northern counties were not compre-

hended in this furvey ; I fuppofe becaufe of their wild, uncul-
uvated llate,

® Lugulf, p. 8.

» Weft’s ingniry into the manner of creating peers, p. 24«

[P Order. Vital. p. 523. He fays 1060 pounds and fome odd
thillings and pence a day.
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times the weight of filver that it does at prefent;
and the fame weight of filver, by the moft probable
computation, would purchale near ten times more
of the neceflaries of life, though not in the fame
proportion of the finer manufattures. This revenue,
therefore, of William, would be equal to at leaft
nine or ten millions at prefent ; and as that prince
had neither fleet nor a1my to fupport, the former
being only an occafional expence, and the latter be-
ing maintained, without any charge to him, by his
military vaflals, we muft thence conclude, that no
emperor or prince, in any age or nation, can be com-
pared to the Conqueror for opulence and riches.
This leads us to fulped a great miftukein the com.
putation of the hiftorian : though, if we confider that
avarice is always imputed to William, as one of his
vices, and that having by the fword rendered him-
felf mafter of all the lands in thekingdom, he would
certainly in the partition retain a gieat proportion for
his own fhare ; we can {carccly be guilty of any error
in afferting, that perhaps no king of England was
ever more opulent, was more able to fupport, by his
revenue, the {plendour and magnificence of a court,
or could beftow more on his pleafures, or in libe-
ralities to his fervants and favourites *.

THERE was one pleafure, to which William, as
well as all the Normans and ancient Saxons, was
extremely addifted, and that was huating : But
this pleafure he indulged more at the expence of
his unhappy fubjeéts, whofe interelts he always dil-
regarded, than to the lofs or diminution of his own
revenue. Not content with thofe large forefts,
which former kings poffefied in all parts of Eng-
land ; he refolved to make a new foreft near Win-
chefter, the ufual place of his refidence: And for
that purpofe he laid wafte the country in Hampthire

f

2 Fortefcue, de Dom. reg. & politic. cap. 111,
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from their houfes, leized their property, even demo.
lithed churches 2ad convents, and madethe fuffererg
no compenfation for the injury *. At the fame time,
he enaCted new laws, by which he prohibited all hig
{ubje@s from hunting in any of his forefts, and ren.
dered the penalties more fevere than ever had been

+ inflited for fuch offences. The killing of 2 deer

or boar, or even a hare, was punifhed with the lof
of the delinquent’s eyes; and that at a time, when
the killing of 2 man could be atoned for by paying
a moderate fine or compofition.

THe tranfadtions recorded during the remainder
of this reign, may be confidered more as domeftic
occurrences, which concern the prince, than as na-
tional events, which regard England.  Odo, bithop
of Buieux, the king’s utérine brother, whom he
had created earl of Kent, and entrufted with a great
{hare of power during his whole reign, had amaffed
immenle riches; and agreeably to the ufual pro.
grefs of human wifhes, he began to regard hig
prefent acquifitions but as a flep to farther gran.
deur. Hehad formed the chimerical proje&t of
buying the papacy; and though Gregory, the
reigning pope, was not of advanced years, the pre.
late had confided fo much in the prediftions of an
aftrologer, that he reckoned upon the pontiff’s
death, and upon attaining, by his own intrigues
and money, that envied ftate of greatnefs, Re.
{olving, therefore, to remit all his riches tn Italy,
he had perfuaded nany confiderable barons, and,
among the reft, Hugh ear! of Chefter, to take the
fame courfe ; in hapes that when he fhonld mount
the papal throne, he would beftow on them more
confiderable eftablithments in that country. The
king, from whom all thefe projects had bheen care-

¢ Malmel, p. 3. . Hunt, p. 731, Anglia Sacra,vol. i, p. 258,
fully
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fully concealed, at laft got intelligence of the de- €11 AP
fign, and ordered Odo to be arrefted. Iis officers, ...
trom refpeét to the immunities which the ecclefi- 1087 '
aftics now affumed, fcrupled to execute the com-

mand, till the king himlclf was obliged in perfon

to feize bim; and when Odo infifted that he was a

prelate, and exempt Irom all temporal jurifdition,
William 1cplied, that he arrefted him not as bi-

thop of Baieux, but as emi of Kent. He was

fent priloner to Mormandy; and notwithltanding

the remonflrances and menaces of (i1egorv, was
detained in cufledy during the remainder of this

reign,

Axornrr domeltic event gave the king much 0%~
wore concern: It was the death of Matilda, his
confort, whom he tenderly loved, and for whown
he had cver preferved the moft fincere friendthip.

Three years alterwards he paffed into Normandy,

and carried with him Edqar Atheling, to whom he

willingly granted pe:miflion to make a pilgrimage

to the IHoly Land., Ile was detained on the con. 4«

tinent by a milunderftanding, which broke out be- Far w.tr

tween him and the king of France, and which was ~

occafioned by inroads made into Normandy by

fome Fiench barons on the frontiers. It wae little

in the power of princes at that time to reftrain

their licentious nobility ; but William fufpelled,

that thefe barons durlt not have provoked his in-

dignation, had rhey not beun affured of the coun-

tenance and proteétion of Philip. Iis dilpleature

was increafed by the account he reccived of lome |

railleries which that monareh hiad thrown out againft

him. William, who was become corpulent, had

been derained in bed fome time by ficknefs; upon

which Philip cxpretled his furpiife that his brother

of England fhould be fo long in being delivercd of

his big belly. The king fent him word, that, as

foon as he was up, he world prefent fo many lights
T it
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SomEe writers have been defirous of refufing to
this prince the title of Conqueror, in the fenfe
which that term commonly bears; and, on pre-
tence that the word is fometimes in old books ap-
plied to fuch as make an acquifition of territory by
any means, they arc willing to rejeét Williara’s title
by right of war to the crown of England, It is
ncedlefs to enter into a controverfy, which, by the
terms of it, mult neceffarily degenerate into a dil-
pute of words. It fuffices to fay, that the duke
ot Normandy’s firft invafion of the ifland was hof-
tile ; that his fubfequent adminiftration was entirely
{upported by arms ; that in the very frame of his
laws hc made a diftin€ion between the Normans
and Fnglith, to the advantage of the former *; that
he afed in every thing as ablolute mafter over the
natives, whofe interelt and affellions he totally dif
regarded ; and that if theie was an intcrval when he
aflumed the appearance of a legal fovereign, the
period was very fhort, and was nothing but a tem-
porary facrifice, which he, as has been the cafe with
molt conquerors, was obliged to make, of his in-
clination to his prefent policy. Scarce any of
thofe revolutions, which, hoth in hiftory and in
common language, have always been denominated
conquelts, appear equally violent, or were attended
with fo fudden an alteration both of power and
property. The Roman ftate, which fpread its do-
minion over Europe, left the rights of individuals
in a great meafure untouched ; and thofe civilized
conquerors, while they made their own country the
feat of empire, found that they could draw moft
advautage from the fubjefted provinces by fecur-
ing to the natives the frec enjoyment of their own
laws and of their private poflcflions. The barba~”
rjans, who fubdued the Roman empire, though they
lettled in the conquered countries, yet being ace

¢ Hoveden, p. Goo,
cuflomed
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euftomed to a rude uncultivated life, found a part
only of the land {ufficient to fupply all their wants
and they were not tempted to feize extenfive poffel~
fions, which they knew neither how to cultivate nor
epjoy. But the Normans and other foreigners,
who followed the ftandard of William, while they
made the vanquifhed kingdom the feat of govern-
ment, were yet fo far advanced in arts as to be ac.
quainted with the advantages of a large property;
and having totally fubdued the natives, they puthed
the rights of conqueft (very exenfive in the eyes of
avarice and ambition, however narrow in thofe of
reafon) to the utmoft extremity againft them. 'Ex-
gept the former conquelt of England by the 8axons
themfelves; who were induced, by peculiar circum-
ftances, to proceed even to the extermination of the
natives, it would be difficult to find inall hiftory a
revolution more deltrutive, or attended with a
more complete fubjetion of the ancient inhabitants.
Contumely feems even to have been wantonly added
to oppreflion * ; and the natives were univerfally re-
duced to fuch a ftate of meannels and poverty, that
the Englith name became a term of reproach; and
{everalgenerationselapfed before one famnilyof Saxon
pedigree was ‘raifed to any confiderable honoars, or
could fo much as attain the rank of baron of the
realm ¥, Thele fals are fo apparent from the whole
tenour of the Englifh hiftory, that none would have
been tempted to deny or elude thewm, were they not
heated by the controverfies of fadtion; while one
party was abfurdly afraid of thole abfurd conle-
quences which they faw the other party inclined to
draw from this event. But it is evident that the
prefent rights and privileges of the people, who are

u KT Hunt. p. 3=o. Brompton, p. 98o. ¥ o latens the
veign of king Stephen, the carl of Albemarle, before the batule
of the Standard, addreffed the officers of his army in ‘thefe
terms, Proceres dAnglizelariffiniy & genere Nermanniy €3¢, Bromp.

p- 1026, See father Abbas Rieval, p. 330, &e, All the barons
and military men of England 4till called themfclves Normans,
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¢ H A P. 2 mizture of Englith and Normans, can never be
‘__l_vv;__, affelted by a tranfa&ion, which pafled feven hun-
w87, dred years ago; and as all ancient authors *, who
lived neareft the time, and belt knew the ftate of the
countty, unanimoufly fpeak of the Norman domi.
nion as a conqueft by war and arms, no reafonable
man, from the fear of imaginary confequences, will
ever be tempted to reject their concurring and un.

doubted teftimony.

Kine William had iffue, befides his three fons
who furvived him, five daughters, to wit, (1.) Ci.
cily, a nun in the monaftery of Fefchamp, after-
wards abbefs in the Holy "I'rinity at Caen, where fhe
died in 1127, (2.) Conflantia, mariied to Alan
Fergent, earl of Britanny. She died without ifTue.
(3.) Alice, contrated to Harold. (4.) Adela,
wmarried to Stephen earl of Blois, by whom the had
four fons, William, Theobald, Henry, and Stephen
of whom the elder was neglefted on account of the
imbecility of his underftanding. (5.) Agatha, who
died a virgin, but wgs betrothed to the king of
Gallicia. She died on her journey thither, before
{he joined her bridegroom.

* See note [ L] at the end of the volume,
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CHAP V.
3 WILLIAM RUFUS

Aeeeffion of William Rufus——Confpiracy apai

z'l;{ king —— Invgfion qj}:‘ Narmarzc?}[fb -—-{’Tllegcff-
Jades—e—Acquifition of Normandy——SQuarrel
with Anfelm 1he primate—m — Degthommeand Cha-
ratter of William Rufus.

ILLIAM, firnamed Rufus, or the Red, from

the colour of his hair, had no fooner pro-

cured his farher's recommendatory letter to Lan-
franc the primate, than he haftened to take meafures
for fecuring to himfelf the government of England.
Senfible that a deed fo unformal, and fo little pre-
pared, which violated Robert’s right qf primogeni-
ture, might meet with great oppofitigp, be trufted
entirely for fuccefs to his own celerity; and having
left St. Gervas while William was breathing his
laft, he arrived in England before intelligence of
his father’s death had reached that kingdom *, Pre-
tending orders from the king, be fecured the fort-
refles of Dover, Pevenfey, and Haftings, whofe
fituation rendered them of the greatell importance 3
and he got pofleflion of the royal treafure at Win-
chefter, amounting to the fum of fixty thoufand
pounds, by which he hoped to encourage and in-
creafe his partifains?.  The primate, whofe rank
and reputation in the kingdom gave him great au~
thority, hiad been entrulted with the care of his edu-
cation, and had conferrad on him the honvur of
Knighthood * ; and being connefled with him by

x W, Malmef. p. 120. M. Paris, p. 10, . ¥ Chyon, Sax.
. 142, Brompten, p. 3. 2 W, Malmel. p. 12¢. K,
D1y ptom, p. 543
Paris, p. 1o0. Thom. Rudborng, p. 263
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thele ties, and probably deeming his pretenfions
juft, declared that he would pay a willing obedience
to the lalt will of the Congueror, his friend and be=
nefadtor.  Having affembled fome bithops, and
fome of the principal nobility, he inftantly pro.
ceeded 1o the ceremony of crowning the new king *;
and by this difpatch endeavoured to prevent all fac.
tion and refiftance. At the fame time Robert, who
had been already acknowledged fucceffor to Nor-
mandy, took peaceable pofleffion of that dutchy,
BuT though this partition appeared to have been
made without any violence or oppofition, there re.
mained in England many caufes of difcontent, which
feemed to menace that kingdom with a fudden
revolution.  The barons who generally poffeffed
large eflates both in England and in Normandy,
were uneafy at the feparation of thofe territories;
and forefaw, that as it would be impoffible for them
to preferve long their allegiance to two mafters, they
muft neceflarily refign either their ancient patrt.
mony or their new acquifitions >. Robert’s title
to the dutchi they efteemed inconteftible ; his claim
to the kingdom plaufible ; and shey all defired that
this prince, who alone had any pretenfions to unite
thele ftates, fhould be put in poflefion of both. A
comparifon alfo of the perfonal qualities of the two
brothers led them to give the preference to the elder.
The duke was brave, open, fincere, gemerous:
Even his predominant faults, his extreme indolence
and facility, were not difagreeable to thefe haughty
barons, who affe€ted independence, and fubmitted
with relu@ance to 2 vigorous adminiftration in their
fovercign, The king, though equally brave, was
violent, haughty, tyrannical, and feemed difpoled
to govern more by the fear than by the love of his
fubjeéts. Odo bifhop of Baieux, and Robert eatl
of Mortaigne, maternal brothers of the Conqueror,

* Hoveden, p. 461 » Order. Vitalis, p. 666.

-envying



WILLIAM RUFUS, 287

envying the great credit of Lanfranc, which was in. C ¥ A T
creafed by his late fervices, enforced all thefe mo- poemes
tives with their partifans, and cugaged them ina o8t
turmal confpiracy to dethrone the king. They com-
municated their defign to Fuftace count of Bologne,
Roger car] of Shrewfhury and Arundel, Robert de
Belefme, his eldeit fon, William bithop of Durham,
Robert de Moubray, Roger Bigod, Hugh de Grent-
mefunil ; and they eafily procured the aflent of thele
potent noblemen. The confpirators, retiring to
their caltles, haftened to put themfelves in a mi-
litary pofture ; and expedting to be foon fupported
by a powerful arumy from Normandy, they had al.
ready begun holtilities in many places.

Tue king, fenfible of his peiilous fituation, en-
deavoured to engage the aileCtions of the native
Englifh.  As that people were now fo thoroughly
fubdued that they no longer afpired to the recovery
of their ancient liberties, and were content with the
profpect of fere mitigarion in the tyranny of the
Norman princes, they zealoufly embraced William’s
caufe, upon recciving general promifes Jf good
treatment, and of enjoying the licence of hunting in
the royal forelts. The king was foon in a fituation
to take the field ; and as he knew the danger of de-
lay, he fuddenly marched into Kent; where his
uncles had already feized the fortreflvs of Pevenfey
and Rochefter. Thefe places he fucceflively re-
duced by famine; and though he was prevailed on
by the earl of Chefter, William de Warrenne, and
Robert Fitz Hammon, who had embraced his caufe,
to fpare the lives of the rebels, he confilcated all
their eftates, and banilhed them the kingdom®.
"This fuccefs gave authority to his negnciations with
Roger earl of Shrewibury, whom he detached from
the confederates : And as his powerful fleet, juined
to. the indolent conduct of Robert, prevented the

¢Chroz. Sax. p. 195,  Order. Vital. p, 668,
arrival
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arrival of the Norman fuccours, all the other rebels
found no refource but in flight or fubmiffion. Some
of them reccived a pardon; but the greater part
were attainted ; and the king beftowed their eftates
on the Norman barons, who had 1cmained faithful
to him.

WiLLiam, freed from the danger of thefe infur-
reftions, took little care of fulfilling his promifes to
the Englifh, who ftill lound themfelves expofed to
the fame oppreffions which they had undergone
during the 1¢cign of the Conqueror, and which were
rather augmented by the violent impetuous temper
of the prefent monarch. The dcath of Lanfranc,
who retained great influence over him, gave foon
after a [ull career to his tyranny; and all orders of
men found rcafon to complain of an arbitrary and
illegal adminiftracion. Even the privileges of the
church, held facred in thofe days, werc a feeble
rampart againil his ulurpations. He feized the
temporalities of all the vacanr bifhoprics and abbies;
he delayed the appointing of fucceflors to thofe dig-
nities, that he might the longer enjoy the profits of
their revenue; he beftowed fome of the church lands
in property on his captains and favourites ; and he
openly fet to fale fuch fees and abbics as he thought
proper to difpofe of. Though the muimurs of the
ecclefiatlics, which were quickly propagated to the
nation, rofe high againft this grievance, the ierror
of William’s autherity, confirmed by the fupprefs
fion of the late infurreflions, retained every one in
fubjetion, and preferved general tranquillity in
England.

"THE king even thought himfelf enabled to difturb
his brother in the pofieflion of Normandy. The
loofe and negligent adminiftration of that prince
had emboldcned the Norman barons to afieft a
great independency ; and their mutual quarrels and
devaftations hadrendered that whole territory a fcene
of violence and outrage. Two of them, Walte;

an
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and Odo, were bribed by William to deliver the c 1 a .
fortrefles of St. Valori and Albemarleinto his hands: __ V-
Others foon after imitated the exdmple of revolt;  yot,
while Philip, king of France, who ought to have
protefted his vaffal in the pofleffion of his fief, was,

after making fome efforts in his favour, engaged by

large prefents to remain neuter. The duke had

alfo reafon to apprehend danger from theintrigues

of his brothet Henry. This young prince, who

had inherited nothing of his father’s great poffeflions,

but fome of his money, had furnithed Robert, while

he was muking his preparations againft England,

with the fum of three thoufand marks; and, in re-

turn for fo flender a fupply, had been put in poflef-

fion of the Cotentin, which comprehended near a

third of the dutchy of Noriandy. Robert afters
wards, upon fome f(ulpicion, threw him into prifon 3

but finding himfelf expofed to invafion from the

king of England, and dreading the conjun&ion of

the two brothers againft him, he now gave Henry

his liberty, and even made ufe of his afliftance in
fupprefling the infurrettions of his rebellious fubjeéts.
Conan, a rich burgefs of Roiien, had eatered into

a confpiracy to deliver that city to William ; but
Henry on the dete@ion of his guilt, carried the
#raitor up teo a high tower, and with his own hands

flang him from the battlements. )

Tae king appeared in Normiandy at the head of
an army; and affairs feemed to have come to extre-
mity between the brothiers ; when the nobility on
both fides, firongly conncéted by intereft and al-
lianges, interpofed and mediated an accommodation.
The chief advantage of this treaty accrued to Wil-
liam, who obtained poffeflion of the territory of
Eu, the towns of Aumale, Fefeamp, and other
places: But in return he promifed that he would
afift his brother in [ubduing Maine, which had re-
belled; and that the Norinan barons, attainted ol
Robert’s canfe, thould be reftored t6 their eftates in

Vou. I U England.
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¢ H A Lngland. The two brothers alfo ftipulated, that
tomman 0N the demife of cither wichout iffue, the furvivor

1089,

fhould inherit all his dominions ; and twelve of the
molt poweiful barons on each fide fwore, thut they
would employ their power to infure the effeftual
execution of the whole treaty*: A Rrong proof of
the great independence and authority of the nobles
in thofe ages !

Prince Henry, difgufted that fo little care had
kecu taken of bis intereits in this accommodation,
retited to &1. Michael’s Mount, a firong fortrefs on
the coalt of Noimandy, and infefted the neishbour.
hood with Lis incurfions.  Robert and Willium,
with th=ir joint forces, befieged him in this place,
ancl had nearly reduced him by the fearcity of wa-
ter; when the clder heariag of his diftrefls, granted
hine permifiion (o fupply hindllf, and alfo feat bim
forre pipes ol wine for his cwn table. Being re-
proved by William for this ill-timed generofuy, he
veplied, Fat, fhall I fuffec my brother to die of
thirf2 2 Where fball we find another when be is gone?
The king alfo, during this fiege, performed an a&
of penarolity which was lels fuitable vo his character.
Eiding out one day alone, to take a {urvey of the
fortrels, he was attacked .by two foldiers and dil-
mounted. Oue of them drew his {word in order to
difvatch him; when the king exclaimed, [lld
hnave! I am ibe king of England,  The [oldier
iulpeaded his blow ; and raifing the king from the
=tound, with cxpreflions of relpedl, received a hand.
fome reward, and was taken into his fervice. Prince
Henry was foon after obliged to capitulate ; and be-
ing defpoiled of all his patrimony, wandered about

for fome time with very {ew attendants, and often
in great poverty.

* Chron. Saz. p. 195, W. Malm. p, 121, Hoveden, p. 462
M. Paris, p it Awmmale Wavel, p. 137. W, Heming.
Ps 403+ Sima. Dunghn, py 216, Brompton, p. 986,
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Tazr continued intefline difcord among the ba- ¢ ¥ a p

fons was alone in that age deftru@ive: The public
wars were commonly fhort and feeble, produced
little bloodihed, and were attended with no me.
morable event. To this Norman war, which was
fo foon conluded, there fucceeded hoftilities with
Scotland, which were not of longer duration. Ro-
bert here commanded his brother’sarmy, and obliged
Malcolm, to accept of peace, and do homage to the
crown of England. This peace was not more
durable. Malcolm, two years after, levying an
army, invaded Ingland ; and after ravaging North«
umberland, he laid fiege to Alnwick, where a party
of carl Moubray’s troops fulling upon him by fur-
prife, a fharp aflion enfued, in which Mulcolm was
flain. This incident interrupted for fome years the
regular fucceflion to the Scottith crown. Thoush
Malcolm left legitimate fors, his brother Donald,
on account of the youth of thefe princes, was ad-
vanced to, the throne; but kept not long pofieflion
of it.  Duncan, natural fon of Maleolm, formed a
confpiraey againft him; and belug 2fiifted by Wil-
liam with a fmall force, made himfelf malter of the
kingdom. New breils enfued with Mormandy.
The frank, open, remifs temper of Robert- was 1l
fitted to withftand the interefted rapacious charafer
of William, who, fupportcd by greoter power, was
{till encroaching ou his brother’s polleflions, and in-

ftigating his turbulent barons to rebellien againit |

him. The king, having gone over to Normandy
to fupport his partifons, ordered an army of twznty
thoufand men to be levied in England, and to be
conduéted to the fea-coaft, as il they were inltandy
to be embarked. Here Ralph Tlambard, the king's
minifter, and tha chief inftinment of his extortions,
exacted ten fhillings a.piece from hem, in liew of
.their fervice, and then difinifled thein into their fe-
veral counties. This money was fo fkiltully «mn-
ployed by Wilbam, that it rendered him better fes-
. Uz vise

v
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lle enpaged the French king by new prefents to
depart from the protection of Robert; and he daily
bribed the Norman barons to defert his fervice: But
was prevented from pufhing his advantages by an
tncurfion of the Welth, which ebliged him to return
to England. He found no difficulty in repelling the
enemy ; but was not able to make any confiderable
impreflion ona conntry guarded by its mountainous
fituation. A confpiracy of his own barons, whick
was detefled at this time, appeared a more ferious
concern, and engroffed all his attention. Robert
Moubtay, earl of Northumberland, was at the head
of this combination ; and he engaged in it the count
d’ Eu, Richard de Tunbridge, Roger de Lacey, and
many others. 'Lhe purpofe of the confpirators was
to dethrone the king, and to advance in his flead
Stephen, count of Aumale, nephew to the Con.
queror. WVilliam’s difpatch prevented the defign
from taking effe&t, and difconcerted the confpira-
tors. Moubray made fome refiftance; but being
taken prifoner, was attainted, and thrown into con-
finement, where he died about thirty years after.
The count d’Eu denied his concurrence in the plot;
and to juftily himfelf, fought in the prefence of the
court at Windfor, a duel with Geoffrey Bainard
who acenfed him. But being worfted in the com-
bat, he was condemned to be caflrated, and tohave
s eyes put out.  William de Alderi, another con-
{pirstor, vras fuppofed to be treated with moye rie
sour when he was fen. -nced to be hanged.

But the noife of thefe petty wars and commotions
was quite funk in the tumult of the crufades, which
notv engiofled the attention of Europe, and have
ever fince engaged the ewiofity of mankind, as the
moft fignal and moft durable monument of human
folly that has yet appeared in any age or nation.
After Mahomet had, by means of his pretended _
revelations, united the gifperfed Arabians underhon;

eads
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head, they iffued forth from their deferts in great c ¥ & F.

multitudes ; and being animated with zeal for their
new religion, and fupported by the vigoor of their
new government, they made deep impreflion on the
eaftern empire, which was far in the decline, with
regard both to wmilitary difcipline and to civil policy.
Jerufalem by its fitvation, became onc of their
molt early conquefts; and the Chriftians had the
mortiication to fee the holy fepulchre, and the other
places, confecrated by the prefence of their religious
founder, fallen into the poffeflion of infidels. ~But
the Arabians or Saracens were {o employed in mili-
tary enterpriles, by which they fpread their empire
in a few years from the banks of the Ganges to the
Streights of Gibraltar, that they had no leifure for
theological controverfy : And though the Alcoran,
the original monument of their faith, feems to con.
tain fome violent precepts, they were much lefs in-
fetted with the fpirit of bigotry and perfecution, than
the indolent and fpeculative Greeks, who were con-
tinually refining on the feveral articles of their reli-
gious fyftem. They gave little difturbance to thole
zealous pilgrims, who daily flocked to Jerufalem;
and they allowed every man, after paying a mode-
rate tribute, to vifit the holy fepulchbre, to perform
his religious duties, and to return in peace. But
the Turcomans or Turks, a tribe of Tartars, who
had embraced Mahometanifm, having wrefted Syria
from the Saracens, and bhaving in the year 1003,
smade themlelves mafters of Jerufalem, rendered the
Pilgrimage much more difficult and dangerous to
the Chriltians. The barbarity of their manners,
and the confufions attending their unkcttled govern-
ment, expoled the pilgrims to many inlults, rob-
beries, and extortions : and thefe zealots, returning
from their meritorious fatigues and [ufferings, filled
all Chrittendom with indignation againft the infidels,
who profaned the holy city by their prefence, and

derided the facred myfteries in the very place of
U3 - their

1046,
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their completion.  Gregory VII. among the other
valt ideas which he crtertained, had fornied the
defign of uniting all the Weftern Cluiftians amainft
the Mahometans ; but the cgregwouns aud violent
invafions of that pontiff on the civil power of
princes, had ereated him fo many enemies and
had rendered his fchemes fo {ufpicious, that he was
not able to make great progrefs in this undertaking,
The work was referved for a meaner inftrument,
whofe low condition in life expofed him 10 no jea-
loufy, and whofe folly was well calculated ‘o coin-
cide with the prevailing principles of the times.

PrTLr, commonly called the Hermit, a native
of Amiens in Picardy, had made the pilgrimage to
Jerufalem, Being decply allefted with the dangers
to which that a& of piety now expofed the pilgrims,
as well as with the inftances of oppreflion under
which the eaftern Chriftians laboured, he enter-
tained the bold, and in all appearance imprattica-
ble proje& of leading into Afia, [rom the fartheft
extremities of the Weft, armies fufficient to fubdue
thole potent and warlike nations which now held the
holy city in fubjetion®,  He propofed his views to
Martin Il who filled the papal chair, and who,
thouah fenfible of the advantages which the head of
the Chriftian religion mufl reap from a religious war,
and though he efleemed the blind zeal of Peter a
proper means for efl.&ing the purpole, refolved
not to interpofe his authonity, till he faw a greater
probability of fuccefs. He fummoned a council at
Dlacentia, which coufifted of four thoufand ecclé-
fiaftics, and thirty thoufand feculars; and which
was fo numerous that- no hall could contain the
multitude, and it was nceefary to hold the affembly
in a plain. ‘lhe harangues of the pope, and of
Peter bimfelf, reprelenting the difmal fituation of
their brethren in the eaft, and the indignity fuffered

* Gul Tyziws, lib. 1. cap. 11, M. Paids, p. 17,

£ Gul. Tyriog, Lb. 1. cap, 13.

by
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by the Chriltian name, in allowing the holy city to

remain in the hiands of infidels, here found the minds
of men {o well prepared, thatthewholemulritude iud.
denlyand violentlydeclared for the war, and [olemuly
. devoted themfelves to perform this fervice, fo meri-
torious, as they believed it, to God and religion.
Burt though ltaly {feemed thus to have zealoufiy
embraced the enterprife, Marrin knew, that, in
order to enfure fuccels, it was neceffury to enlift the
greater and more wutlike nations in the fame en-
gagement ; and having previoufly exhorted Peter
to vifit the chief cities and fovercigns of chriflen-
dorn, -he fummoned another council at Clermont in
Auvergne 6. The fame of this great and pious de-
fign- being now univerfally diffufed, procured the
attendance of the greatefl prelates, nobles, and
princes ; and when the pope and the hermit renew-
ed their pathetic exhortations, the whole affembly,
as if impelled by an immediate infpiration, not
moved by their preceding impreflions, exclaimed
with one voice, It is the will of Ged, It is the
will of God! Words deemed {o memerable, and
fo much the relult of 2 divine influence, that they
were empioyed as the fignal of rendezvous and bat-
tle in all the futuré exploits of thofe adventurers ™
Men of all ranks flew to arms with the atmott ar-
dour ; and an exterior fymbol too, a circumnftance
of chief moment, wus here chofen by the devoted
combatants. The fign of the crofs, which had been
hitherto fo much revered among Chuiftians, and
which, the more it was an objet of reproach among
the Pagan world, was the more paflionately cherifh-
ed by them, became the badge o union, and was
affixed to their vight fhoulder, by all who enlifted
themfelves-in this facred warfare .

¢ Coneil. tom: . Concll. Clam.  Bdlatth. Parig, p 16

M. Welt, p. 233. .
b Hiltaria Bell. Saeri, tom, 1. Mufei Tt .
i Hid, Bell Sawi, tom. i Muaf, Ital.  Order. Vital. p. 721,
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Eurore was at this time {unk into profound ig,
norance and fuperflition: The ecclefiaftics had ac.
quired the greatefl afcendant over the human mind;
The people, who, being little refirained by honour,
and lefs by law, abandoned themfelves to the worft
crimes and diforders, knew of no other expiationthan
the obfervances impofed on them by their {piritual
paftors: And it was eafy to reprefent the holy war
as an equivalent for all penances*, and an atone.
mient for every violation of juflice and humanity,
But amidit the abjett fuperflition which now pre.
vailed, the military {pirit alfo had univefrally diffuf-
ed itfelf ; and though not fupported by art or difci-
pline, was become the gencral paffion of the nations
governed by the {fendal law. All the great lords
poflefled the right of peace and war: They were
engaged in perpetual hoftilities with each other:
The open country was become a fcenc of outrage
and diforder : The cities, fill mean and poor, were
neither guarded by walls nor proteCted Ly privie
leges, and were expolfed to every infult: Individu.
als were obliged to depend for fafety on their own
force, or their private alliances: And valour was
the only excellence which was held in efteem, or
gave one man the pre.eminence above another,
‘When all the particular fuperflitions, therefore were
here united in one great obje&, the ardour for mi-
litary enterprifes took the fame direction ; and Eu-
rope, impelled by its two ryling pafions, was loof-
ened, as it were, from its foundations, and feemed
to precipitate itfelf in one united body upon the eaft,

*Arr orders of men, deeming the crufades thg
only road to heaven, enlifted themfelves under thefe
facred banners, and were impatient to open the way
with their fword to the holy city. Nobles, artifans,
peafants, even priefts’, inrolled their names; and
%o decline this meritorious [ervice was branded with

¥ Order,  Vital, p. 720. 1 Ihid,
the
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the reproach of impiety, or what perhaps was CHA P
efteemed ftill more difgraceful, of cowardice and A Ve ;
pufillanimity ™ The infirm and aged contributed to
the expedition by prefents and money ; and many of
them, not fatisfied with the merit of this atonement,
atfended it in perfon, and were determined, if pof-
fible, to breathe their laft in fight of that city where
their Savipur had died for them. Women them-
{elves, concealing their fex under the difguife of ar
mour, attended the camp; and commonly forgot
{till mare the duty of the fex, by proftituting them-
{elves, without referve, to the army ", Fhe greateft
criminals were forward in a fervice, which they
regarded as a propitiation for all crimes ; and the
moft enprmous diforders were, during the courfe of
thole expeditions, committed by men enured to
wickednefs, encouraged by example, and impelled
by neceflity. The multitude of the adventurers
foon became fo great, that their more fagacious
leaders, Hugh count of Vermandois, brother to
the French king, Raymond count of Touloufe,
Godftey of Boiiillon, prince of Brabant, and Ste.
phen count of Blois °, became apprehenfive left the
greatnefs itfe)f of the armament fhould difappoint
its purpofe; and they permitted an undifciplined
multitude, computed at 3co, ooo men, to go before
them, under the command, of Peter the: Hermit
and Walter the Moneylels . Thefe men took the
road towards Conftantinople through Hungary and
Buylgaria ; and trulting that Heaven, by fupernatu-
ral affiltance, would fupply all their neceflities, they
made no provifion for fubfiftence on their march.
“They foon found themfelves abliged to obtain by
plunder, sehat they had vainly expefted from™mira-
gles; and. the envaged inhabitants of the countyies
through which they paffed, gathering together in
arms, attacked the diforderly multitude and put

1085,
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difciplined armies followed cites; cud pafling the
ftreights at Conftontinople, they wete muitered in
the plains of Afla, and awovnted in the whole to
the number of 700,000 comb.tants 4

Aparost this univerfal [renzy wlhich fpread itfelf
by contagionthroughout Euiope, dijucially intrance
and Germany, men were now cnlively forgetful of
their prefent interefts ; and both thole who went on
this eapedition, and thofe who ftayed behind, enter-
tained {chemes of gratifying, by its means, their
avarice or their ambition. T'he nobles who enlifted
themfelves were moved, from the romantic {pirit of
the age, to hope for opulent eftablifiments in the
eaft, the chief feat of arts and commerce during
thofe ages; and in purfuit of thefe chimerical pro-
jedts, they Iold at the lowelk price their ancient caftles
and inheritances, which had now loft all value in their
eyes. The greater princes, who remained at home,
befides eftablithing peace in their dominions by
giving occupation abroad to the inquictude and mar-
tial difpofition of their fubjects, took the opportunity
of annexing to their crown many confidcrable fiefs,
either by purchafe, or by the extinétion of heirs. The
pope frequently turned the zeal of the crufades from
the infidels againfl his own enemies, whom he re-
prefented as equally criminal with the enemies of
Chrilt. The convents and other religious focieties
bought the pofleffions of the adventurers ; and as
the contributions of the faithful were commonly en.
trufted to their management, they often diverted to
this puipnfe what way intended to be employed
againlt the inadels . But no one was 2 more immc-
diatc~gainer by this epidemic fury than the king of
Fongland, who kept alcof {rom all connexions with
thofe fanatical and romantic warriors.

9 Matth. Paris, p. 20, 21.
7 Padie Paclo Hift. delle benef. ecelefiaft, p. 128.
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RoserT duke of Normandy, impelled by the e H A P

bravery and miftaken generofity of his fpirit, had V"
early enlifted himfelf in the crufade; but being al-  1006.
ways unprovided with money, he found that it f}og‘g{'-
wonld be impracticable for him to appear in a Norman.
manner fuitable to his rank and ftation ar the head %
of bis numerous vaflals and {ubjedts, who, tranfk
ported with the general rage, were determined to
follow him into Afia. He reflolved, therefore, to
mortgage, or rather to fell his dominions, which he
had not talents to govern; and he offered them to
his brother William, for the very unequal fum of
ten thoufand marks®. The bargain was foon con-
cluded : The king railed the money by violent ex-
tortions on his fubjedts of all ranks, even on the
conyents, who were obliged to melt their plate in
order to furnifh the quota demanded of them®;
He was put in pofleflion of Normandy and Muine,
and Robert providing himfelf with a magnificent
train, fet out for the Holy Land, in purfuit of
glory, and in full confidence of fecuring his eternal
falvation,

Tue {mallnefs of this fum, with the difficulties
which William foundin raifing it, fuffices alone to
refute the account which is heedlefsly adopted by
hiftorians, of the enormous revenue of the Con-
queror,- Is it credible, that Robert would confign
to the rapacious hands of his brother fuch confider-

. able dominions, for a f{um, which, according ta
that account, made not a week’s income of his
father’s Englith revenve alone?. Or that the king
of England could not on demand, without opprefl-
ing his fubjelts, have been able to pay him the
money? The Conqueror, itis agreed, was frugal
as well as rapacious ; yet his trealure, at his death,

"* W, Madm. p. 123. Chron. T. Wykes, p. 24. Annal. Wa.
verl. p. 139. . Heming. p. 467. Flor. Wig, p. 648. Sin.
Dunclm. p. 222, Kuyghton, p. 2364, .

- * Eadmer, p. 35. W, Malm, p. 123, W, Hemiag. p. 467.
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¢ H ap. exceeded not Go,000 pounds, which hardly amount.
Y. ed to hisincome for two months: Another certain
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refutation of that exaggerated account.

Tuz fury of the crufades, during this age, lefs
infefted England than the ncighbouring kingdoms
probably becaufe the Norman conquerors, finding
their fettlement in that kingdom ftill fomewhat pre.
carious, durft not abandon their homes in queft of
diftant adventures. The felfilh interefted fpirit alfo
of the king, which kept him from kindling in the
general flame, checked its progrefs among his fub.
jects; and as he is accufed of open profanenefs®,
and was endued with a fharp wit ¥, it is likely that
he made the romantic chivalry of the crufades the
obje& of his perpetual raillery.  As an inftance of
his irreligion, we arc told, that he once accepted of
fixty marks from a Jew, whofc fon had been con-
verted to Chriflianity, and who engaged him by
that prefent to aﬂ%'& him in bringing back the
youth to Judaifm. William employed both me-
naces and perfuafion for that purpole ; but finding
the convert obftinate in his new faith, he fent for
the father and told him, that as he had not fuc-
cecded, it was not juft that he fhould keep the pre-
fent ; but as he had done his urmofl, it was but
equitable that he fhould be paid for his pains;
and he would therefore retain only thirty marks-of
the money *, At another time, it is faid, he fent
for fome learned Chriltian theologians and fome
rabbies, and bade them fairly difpute the queftion
of their religion in his prefence: He was perfedily
indifferent between them ; had his ears open to rea-
fon and convi&ion ; and would embrace that doc-
t1iff€ which upon comparifon thould be found fup-
ported by the mott folid argumenis¥. If this ftory
be true, it is probable that he meant only to amule
himf{elf by turning both into ridicule: But wemuft

*G. Newbr. p. 358. W. Gemet. p. 202. - % W. Maln,
P 2220 * Eadmer, p, 47. ¥ W. Malm. p, 123. b
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be eautions of admitting every thing related by the
monkifh hiltorians to the difadvantageof this prince:
He had the misfortune to be engaged in quarrels
with the ecclefailics, particularly with Anfelm,
commonly called St, Anfelm, archbithop of Canter-
bury; and it is no wonder his memory thould be
blackened by the hiltorians of that order.

sor-

CHAP,
V.

i poimand
1046,

- ArTER the death of Lanfranc, the king for fe Quarel

veral years retained in his own hands the revenues

withh An-
felnt, the

of Canterbury, as he did thofe of many other vas primate.

cant bithoprics; but falling into a dangerous fick-
nefs, he was {eized with remorfe, and the clergy re-
prefented to him, that he was in danger of eternal
perdition, ifbefore his death he did not make atone-
ment for thofe multiplied impieties and facrileges,
of which he had been guilty % He refolved there-
fore to fupply inltantly the vacancy of Canterbury,
and for that purpofe he fent for Anfelm, a Pied-
montele by hirth, abbot of Bec in Normandy, whe
was much celebrated for his learning and piety.
"Fhe abbot earneftly refufed the dignity, fell on his
knees, wept, and entreated the king to change hia
purpole * ; and when he found the prince obitinate
in forcing the paftoral ftaff upon him, he kept his
filt fo falt clenched, that it required the utmoft vio-
lence of the byftanders to open it, and force him
to receive that enfign of {piritual dignity . Wil
liam foon after recovered ; and his paffions regain-
ing their wonted vigour, he returned to his former
violence and rapine. He detained in prifon f(everal
perfons whom he had'ordered to be freed during the
time of his penitence; he flill preyed upon the ec.
clefiaftical benefices; the fale of [piritual dignities
cantinued as open as ever; and he kept pofiefion
of a. confiderable part of the revenues belongiag te
the fee of Canterbury®, Bat he found in Anlely

* Eadmer, p. 16. Chron, Sax. 198, % Eadmer, p. 17.
Diceto, p. 494,  © Kadmer, p. 18, © Eadmer; p. 19- 43
Chron, Sax. p. 199.
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that perfevering oppofition, which he had reafon tg
expef from the oftentations humility which that
prelate had difplayed in refufing his promotion,

Tue oppolition made by Anfelm was the more
dangerous onaccount of the charafter of piety which
he foon acquired in England, by his great zeal againft
all abufes,-particularly thofe in drefs and ornament,
There was a mode, which, in that age, prevailed
throughout Furope, both among men and women,
to give an enormous length to their fhoes, to draw
the (ne to a (harp point, and to affix to it the figute
of a bird’s bill, or {ome fuch ornament, which was
turned upwards, and which was often {uftained by
gold or filver chains tied to the knee®, The eccle.
fiaftics took exception at this ornament, which they
faid was an att=mpt to bely the fcripture, where it
is affirmed, that no man can add a cubit to his
ftature; and they declaimed againft it with great
vehemence, nay aflembled fome {ynods, who abfo.
lutely condenmed it. DBut, fuch are the firange
contradictions in homan nature ! though the clergy,
at that time, could overturn throncs, and had au.
thority fuflicient to fend above a million of men on
their errand to the deferts of Afia, they could never
prevail anainft thefe long-pointed fhoes: On the
contrary, that caprice, contrary to all other modes,
maintained its ground during feveral centuries 5 and
if the clerzy had not at lalt defifled from their per-
fecurion of it, it might {till have been the prevailing
fafhion in Turope. .

BuTt Anlelm was more fortunate in decrying the
particular mode which was the obje& of his averfion,
and which probably had not taken fuch faft hold of
thegifetions of the people.  He preached zealoufly
againft the long hair and curled locks which were
then fathionable among the courtiers ; he refufed the
afhes on Ath-Wednefday to thofc who were fo accou-

4 0{1, der. Vital, p. 682. W, Malmef, p. 123, Knyghtom,
p. 2360,
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tred ;. and his authority and eloquence had fuch in. c 1 A
fluence, that the young men umverfally abandoned . '\

that ornament, and appeared in the cropt hair, which
was recommended to them by the lermons of the
primate. ‘'The noted hiltorian of Anfelm, who was
allo his companion and fecretary, celebrates highly
this effort of his zeal and piety °.

“Wauen William’s profanenefs therefore veturned
to hira with his health, he was fonn engaged in con-
troverfies with this auftere prelate, There was at
that time a {zléfm in the church between Urban and
Clemcnt, who both pretended 10 the papacy f; and
Anfelm, who, as abbot of i3ec, had already acknow-
ledged the *o.mcr, was deterniined, without the
ng s conlent, to ntrodure his amnnrny into Eng-
land 8, ‘William, whoe, imimting his {ather’s me-
ple, liad prohibi tcd bis fubjedts  from recognizing
any pope -whom he had not previcully rf‘t.med
was enraged at this attempt 5 and iummeoned a [ynod
at Rockingham, with anintentisn of depofing An-
felm: But the prelate’s fuffvarans declared, that,
without the pupal ul."ht.l”"y "w knew oi no expe-
aient for inflicting that p-wnihnu.m vn their pria
mate®. The kmg was at law engaged by other
motives to give the pruoference to stana title 3
Anielm reruwd the pall from’ that pontiff; and
matters feemed 10 be accommodated between the

king and the primate’, when the quarrel broke out
afrefh from a new cawfe. . William had undertzken
an expedition again{t Wales, and required the archs
bithop to furnith his quota of foldiers for that fer-
vice; but Anfelm, who tegarded the demand as
an oppreffion on the church, and yet durft not re-
fule compliznce, fent them fo milersbly accosssed,

that the king was exiremely d:fgleah.d and threat- :

¢ Eadmer, p, 23, f Hoveden, p. 46 & Eodmer, p. 24+
M. Varis, p. 13.  Dieeto, pe 494+ bp‘lm Conc. vol. ii. p. 16
« * Tadmer, p.3e. t Dicetay, p. 4y5.
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cHAP. ened him with a profecution®. Anfelm, on the
‘et Other Bland, demanded pofitively that all the reve-

!G«JG.

nues of his fec fhould be reflored to him ; appealed
to Rome apainit the king’s injuftice '; and affairg
came to fuch extremities, that the primate finding
it dangerous to remainin the kingdon, defired and
obtzined the king’s permiffion to retire beyond fea.
All his temporalities were feized® ; but he was re-
ccived with great refpe by Urban, who confidered
hiw as a martyr in the caufe of religion, and even
menaced the king, on account of his proceedings
againft the primate and thechurch, with the fentence
ol cxcommunication. Anfelm affifted 4t the conn-
cit of Bari, where, befides fixing the controverfy
between the Greek and Latin chutches concerning
the procefiion of the lloly Gholft®, the right of
ele@ion to church preferments was declared to be.
long to the clergy alone, and [piritual cenfures were
denounced again{t all ecclefiaftics, who did homage
to laymen for their fecs or benefices, and againft alt
{aymen who exatted it°. The rite of homage, by
the feudal cuftoms, was, that the vaffal fhould throw
himfelf on his knees, fhould put his jeined hands
between thofe of his {uperior, and thould in that
pofture {wear fealty to him*. But the council de-
clarcd it execrable, that pure hands, which could
creat¢ God, and could offer him up as a facrifice
for the falvation of mankind, fhould be put, after
this humiliating manner, between profine hands,
which, befides being enured to rapine and blood-
thed, were employed day and night in impure pur-
poles, and obfcene contadts®.  Such were the rea-
fonings prevalent in that age; reafonings which,
thfovgu they cannot be paffed over in filerice, withs

k Eadmer, ps 37. 43, ! Ibid. p. 40. ™ M. Paris,
p. 13. Parker, p. 178.  ® Eadmer, p, 49. M. Paris, p. 15+
Sim. Dun. p.224. ® M. Paris, p. t4. ¥ Spelman, Da,
Cange, in verb. Homagium. 4 W. Heming. p. 467. Flor.
Wigorn,p. 649, Sim, Dunelm, p. 224,  Brompton, pr 994
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out omitting the moft curious, and perhaps not the ¢ HAP
leaft inftrutive part of hiftory, can fcarcely be de- m s

livered with the requifite decency and gravity.
THE ceflion of Normandy and Maine by duke
Robert increafed the king’s territories ; but brought
him no great increale of power, becaufe of the un-
fettled ftate of thofe countries, the mutinous difpo-
fition of the barons, and the vicinity of the French
king, who fupported them in all their infurreftions.
Even Helie, lord of la Fleche, a finall town in
Anjou, was able to give him inquietude ; and this
great monarch was obliged to make feveral expedi-
tions abroad, without being able to prevail over fo
petty a baron, who had acquired the confidence and
affeftions of the inhabitants of Maine. He was,
however, fo fortunate as at laft to take him pri-
foner in a rencounter; but having releafed him, at
the interceflion of the French king and the count of
'Anjou, he found the province of Maine flill ex-
poled to his intrigues and incurfions, Helie, being
introduced by the citizens into the town of Mans,
befieged the garrifon in the citadel: William, who
was hunting in the new foreft when he received in«
telligence of this holtile attempt, was fo provoked,
that he imrhediately turned his horfe, and galloped
to the fea-thore at Dartmouth ; declaring, that he
would not ftop a moment till he had taken venge-
ance for the offence. He found the weather fo
cloudy and tempeftuous, that the mariners thought
it dangerous to put to fea: But the king harried
on Board,and ordered them fo fet fuil inftanily ; tell-
ing them, that they never yet heard of a king that
was. drowned *. By this vigour and celetit.y?',he
delivered  the citadel of Mans from its prelent dan-
ger; and purfuing Helie into his own territories, he
laid fiege to Majol, a {mall caflle in thole pairs:
Byt a wound, which he received before this place,

W, Malmi p. 124, He Hluntl. ps 378 M. Paxis, p. 36.
Ypod. Neuft. p. 442
Vor, I, X ' oblired
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obliged him to raife the fiege ; and he returned tq
England.

The weaknefs of the greatet monarchs, during
this age, in their military ¢xpeditions againft their
nearelt neighbours, appears the mwore furprifing,
when we confider the prodigious numbers, which
even petty princes, feconding the enthufiaftic rage
of the people, were able to affemble, and to con.
du& in dangerous enterprifes to the remote pro-
vinces of Afia. William, earl of Poitiers and duke
of Guienne, enflamed with the glory, and not dil-

.couraged by the misfortunes, which had attended

the former adventurers in the crufades, had put
himfelf at the head of an immenfe multitude, com-
puted by fome hiftorians to amount to 6o,0n0
horfe, and 2 much greater number of foot*, and he
purpofed to lead them into-the Holy Land againft
the infidels. He wanted money to forward the pre.
parations requifire for this expedition, and he offer-
ed to mortgage all his dominions to William, with-
out entertaiming any fcruple on account of that ra.
pacions and iniguitous hand, to which he refolved
to confign them®. The king accepted the offer
and had prepared a fleet and an army, in order te
efcort the money, and take poffeflion of the rich
provinces of Guiennc and Poiftou ; when an acci-
dent put an end to his life, and to all his ambitious
projets. He was engaged in hunting, the fole
amufement, and indeed the chief occupation of
princes in thofe rude times, when fociety was little
cultivated, and the arts afforded few objeé&s worthy

-of attention, Walter T'yrrel, a French gentleman,

remarkable for his addrefs in archery, attended him
in this recreation, of which the new foreflt was the
{cene; and as William had difmounted after a
chafe, Tyrrel, impatient to thow his dexterity, let
fly an arrow at a {tag, which fuddenly flarted be-

8 W. Malm. p. 149, 't'he whole is faid by Order. Vital,
P 789: to amount tv 300,000 men.  *'W. Malmel, p, 127
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fore him., The arrow, glancing froma tree, ftruck
the king in the brealt, and inflantly flew him®;
while Tyrrel, without informing any one of the ac-
eident, put fpurs to his horle, haftened to the fea-
fhore, embarked for France, and joined the crufade
in an expedition to Jerufalem ; a penance which he
impofed on him[clf for this involuntary crime. The
body of William was found in the foreft by the coun~
try people, and was buried without any pomp or ce-
remony at Winchefter. His courtiers were negli.
gent in performing the laft duties to a mafter who
was fo little beloved ; and every one was too much
occupied in the interetting obje@ of fixing his fuc-
ceflor, to attend the funeral of a dead fovereign,
Tre memory of this monarch is tranfmitted to
us with little advantage by the churchmen, whom
he had offended ; and*though we may fufpe®, in
general, that their account of his vices is fomewhat
exaggerated, his condu& affords little reafon for
contradiCting the charater which they have affigned
him, or for attributing to him any very eftimable
qualitics.. He feems to have been a violent and ty-
rannical prince; a perfidious, encroaching, and
dangerous neighbour ; an unkind and ungenetous
relation, He was equally prodigal and rapacious in
the managément of his treafury 5 and if he poflefled

abilities, he lay fo much under the government of

impetuous paflions, that he made little ufe of them
in his adminiftration ; and he indulged, without re-
ferve, that domineering policy, which fuvited his
temper, and which, if fupported, as it was in him,
with courage and vigour, proves often more {uc-
cefsful in diforderly times, than the deepeft for&Hght
and molt refined artifice,

THE monuments which remain of this -rince
in England, are the Tower, Weltminfter-hall, and

*'W, Malm. p. 126.  H. Hunt. p, 378. M, Parit, p. 37,
Petr. Blel, p. 130,
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c # A P. London-bridge, which he built. The moft landable

'+ foreign enterprife which he undertook, was the fend-
oo NG ogf EdgarpAtheling, three years before his death,
into Scotland with a fmall army, to reftore prince
Edgar, the true heir of that kingdom, fon of Mal-
colm, and of Margaret, fifter of Edgar Atheling;
and the enterprife proved fuccefsful. It was remarked
in that age, that Richard, an elder brother of Wil
liam’s, perifhed by an accidentlin the new foreft;
Richard, his nephew, natuial fon of Duke Robert,
loft his life in the fame place, after the fame man.
ner: And all men, upon the king’s fate, exclaimed,
that, as the Conqueror had been guilty of extreme
violence, impelling all the inhabitants of that laige
diftriél to make room for his game, the juft venge-
ance of Heaven was fignalized, in the fame place,
by the flaughter of his poflerity. William was killed
in the thirteenth year of his reign, and about the
fortieth of his age. As he was never married, he

left no legitimate iffue.

In the eleventh year of this reign, Magnus, king
of Noiway, made a defcent on the ifle of Anglefea,
but was repulfed by Hugh, earl of Shrewibury.
This is the laft attempt made by the northern nations
upon Iingland. That reftle(s people feem about this
time to bave learned the pra&ice of tillage, which
thencefurth kept them at home, and freed the other
uations of Europe from rhe devaftations fpread over
them by thole piratical invaders. This proved one
great caufe of the fubfequent fettlement and im-
provement of rhe fouthern nations.
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AFT ER the adventurers in the holy war were
afflembled on the banks of the Bolpherus, op-
pofite to Conftantinople, they proceeded on their
enterprife ; but immediately experienced thofe dif-
ficulties which their zeal bhad hirherto concealed
from them, and for which, even il they had fore.
feen them, it would have been almoft impoflible to
provide a remedy. The Greek emperor, Alexis
Comnenus, who had applied to the wettern Chrift-
ians for fuccour againlt the Turks, entertained
hopes, and thofe but fecble ones, of obtaining fuch
a moderate fupply, as, acting under his command,
might enable him to repulle the cnemy: But he
was extremely aftonithed to fee his dominions over-
whelmed, on a fadden, by fuch an inundation of
licentious barbarians, who, though they pretended
friendthip, defpifed his fubje&ts as unwalike, and
detefted them as lieretical. By all the atts of palicy,
in which he excelled, he endeavoured to divert the
torrent; but while he employed profeffions, carefles,
civilities, and feeming fervices towards the leaders
of the crufade, he fecretly regarded thofe imperious

X3 allies
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allies as more dangerous than the open enemies by
whom his empire had been formerly invaded. Hay.
ing effeted that difficult point of difembarking
them fafely in Afia, he entered into a private cor-
refpondence with Soliman, emperor of the Turks
and pradlifed every infidious art, which his genius,
his power, or his fituation, enabled him to employ,
for difappointing ‘the enterprife, and difcouraging
the Latins from making thenceforward any fuch pro.
digious migrations. His dangerous policy was fe.
conded by the diforders infeparable from fo vaft 3
multitude, who were not united under one head,
and were conduted by leaders of the molt inde-
pendent intraftable fpirit, unacquainted with mi.
litary difcipline, and determined enemies to civil
authority and fubmiffion. The fearcity of provi.
fions, the excefles of fatiguey the influence of un-
known climates, joined to the want of convest in
their operations, and to the fword of a warlike ene.
my, deftroyed the adventurers hy thoufands, and
would have abated the ardous of men impelled to
war by lefs powerful motives. Their zeal, how.
ever, their bravery, and their irrefiftible force, flill
carried them forward, and continually advanced
them to the great end of their enterprife. After an
obftinate fiege they took Nice, the feat of the
Turkith empire; they defeated Soliman in iwo
great battles ; they made themfelves mafters of An-
tioch ; and entirely broke the force of the Turks,
who had {o long retained thofe countries in fubjec.
tion. The foldan of Egypt, whofe alliance they
had hitherto courted, recovered, on the fall of the
Turkifh power, his {ormer authority in Jerufalem;
anthe informed them by his ambafladors, that if
they came difarmed to that city, they might now
perform their religious vows, and that all Chriftian
pilgrims, who fhould thenceforth vifit the holy fe-
pulchre, might expe&t the fame good treatment
which they had ever received from his predecefiors.

: 14 The
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The offer was rejected ; the foldan was required to ¢ 1 4 P
yield up the city to the Chriftians ; and on his re- u.—‘-e-...a

fufal, the champions of the crofs advanced to the
fiege of Jerufalem, which they regarded as the con-
fummation of their labours,” By the detachments
which they had made, and the difafters which they
had undergone, they were diminithed to the num.
ber of twenty thoufand foot and fifteen hundred
horfe ; but thefe were fill formidable, from their
valour, their experience, and the obedience which
from palt calamities, they had learned to pay to their
leaders. After a fiege of five weeks, they took fe-
rufalem by aflault; and, impelled by a mixture of
military and religious ragy, they put the numerous
garrifon and inhabitants to the fword without dif-
tinCtion.  Neither arms defended the valiant, nor
fubmiffion the timotous.: Noage ot fex was fpared :
Infants on the brealt were pierced by the fame
blow with their mothers, who implored for mercy:
Even a multitude, to the number of ten thoufand
perfons, who had furrendered themfelves prifoners,
and were promifed quarter, were butchered in cool
blood by thofe ferocious conquerors”.  The ftreets
of Jerutalem were covered with dead bodies* ; and
the triumphant warriors, after every ememy was
{ubdued and flaughtered, immediately turned them-
felves, with the fentiments of humiliation and con-
trition towards the holy fepulchre.  They threw
afide their arms, fll fireaming with blood: They
advanced with reclined bodies, and naked feet and
heads, to that facred monument: They fung an-
thems to their Saviour, who had there purchafed
their falvation by his death and agony: And their
devotion, enlivened by the prefence of tht plice
where he had fuffered, fo overcame their {ury, that
they diffolved in tears, and bore the appearanee of
every [oft and tender fentiment,  So inconfillent is
¥ Vertot, vol. i. p. 57,
¥ M. Paris, p. 34, Order, Vital p. 756, Diceto, p 0%
X4 human
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human nature with itfelf ! and {o eafily does the moft
effeminate {uperftition ally, bothwith the moft heroic
courageand with the fierceft barbarity |

TH1s great event happened on the fifth of July in
the laft year of the eleventh century. The Ghiftian
princes and nobles, after chufing Godfrey of Boiiillon
king of Jerufalem,.began to fettle themfelves in
their new conquefts ; while fome of them returned
to Europe, in order to enjoy at home that glory,
which their valour had acquired them in this po-
pular and meritorions enterprife. Among thefe
was Robert duke of Normandy, who, as he had
relinquithed the greateft dominions of any prince
that artendcd the crufade, had all along diftinguifhed
him/elf by the moft intrepid courage, as well as by
that affable difpofition and unbounded generofity
which gain the hearts of foldiers, and qualify a
prince to thine in a military life. In paffing through'
Italy, he became acquainted with Sibylla, daughter
of the count of Converfana, a young lady of great
beauty and merit, whom he efpouled : Indulging
himfelf in this new paffion, as well as fond of en-
joying eafe and pleafure, after the fatigues of fo
many rough campaigns, he lingered a twelvemonth
in that delicious climate ; and though his friends in
the north looked every moment for his arrival, none
of them knew when they could with certainty expett
it. By this delay he loft the kingdom of England,
which the gieat fame he had acquired during the
crufades, as well as his undoubted title, both by birth
and by the preceding agreement with his deceafed
brother, would, had he been prefent, have infallibly
fecured to him.

‘Rurvce Henry was hunting with Rufus in the
new foreft, when intelligence of that monarch's
death was brought him ; and being fenfible of the
advantage attending the conjunéture, he hurried to
'Winchelter, in order to fecuie the royal treafure,
which he knew to be a neceffary implement for fa.

" cilitating
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¢litating his defigns on the crown. Heéhad fearéely c H A R
reached the place when William de Breteilil, keeper .___.Y,I._,

of the treafure, arrived, and oppofed himfelf to
Henry’s pretenfions. This noblenman, who had
been engaged in the fame party of hunting, had no
fooner heard of his mafter’s death, than he haftened
to take care of his charge ; and he told the ptince,
that this treafure, as well as the crown, belonged t8
his elder brother, who was now his {:vereign ; and
that he himfelf, for his part, was determined, in fpite
of all other pretenfions, to maintain his allegiance

to him. But Henry, drawing his {word, threatened -

him with inftunt death if he dared to difobey him;
and a8 others of the late king’s vetinue, who came
every moment to Winchefter, joined the prince’s
party, Bretetiil was obliged to withdraw his oppofi«
tion, and to acquiefce in this violence ’. :
Hrwnry, without lofing 2 moment, haftened with
the money to London; and having affembled fome
noblemen and prelates, whom his addrefs, ot abili-
ties, or prefents, gained to his fide, he was fudden.
ly ele€ted, or rather faluted king ; and immediately

proceeded to the exercife of royal authority. In -

lefs than three days after his brother’s death, the
ceremony of his coronation was performed by Mau-
rice, bifhop of London, who was perfuaded to ofe
ficiate on that occafion® ; and thus, by his courage
and celerity, he intruded himfelf into the vacant
throne. No one had fufficient fpirit or fenfe of duty
to appear in defence of the ablent prince: All men
were leduced or intimidated : Prefent poffeflion
fuppliéd the apparent defets in Henry’s title, which
was indeed founded on plain ufurpation: And the
barons, as well as the people, acquiefced in & claim,
which, though it could neither be juftified nor com-
prehended, could now, they found, be oppofed
through the perils alone ‘of ¢ivil war and rebellion,

¥ Order. Vital. p. 182. -
# Chroi. Saxy p. 208, Qrder, Vital. p. 783. .

But
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Bur as Henry forefaw that a crown, ufurped
againft all rules of juftice, would fit unfteady on his
hecad, he refolved, by fair profeflions at leaft, to
gain the afleCtions of all his fubjects. Befides tak.
ing the ufual coionation oath to maintain the laws
and execute juftice, he pafled a charter, which was
calculated to relieve many of the grievous opprel.
fions which had been complained of during the
reipn of his father and brother’. He there pro-
mifed, that, at the death of any bifhop or abbot, be
never would feize the revenues of the fee or abbey
during the vacancy, but would leave the whole to
be reaped by the fucceflor ; and that he would ne-
ver let to farm any ecclefiaftical benefice, nor difs
pofe of it for money. After this conceflion to the
church, whofe favour was of fo great importance,
he proceeded to enumerate the civil grievances
which he purpofled to redrefs. He promifed that,
upon the death of any earl, baron, or military te-
nant, his heir thould be admitted to the pofieffion
of his eftate, on paying a juft and lawful relief;
without being expofed to fuch violent exaélions as
had been ufual during the late reigns : He remitted
the wardfhip of minors, and allowed guardians to
be appointed, who fhould be anfwerable for the
truft : He promifed not to difpofe of any heirefsin
marriage, but by the advice of all the barons ; and
if any baron intended to give his daughter, fifter,
niece, or kinfwoman in marriage, it fhould only be
neceffary for him to confult the king, who promifed
to take no money for his confent, nor ever to refufe
permiffion; unlefs the perfon, to whom it was pur-
pofed to marry her, thould happen fo be his ene-
my: Ile granted his barons and military tenants
the power of bequeathing, by will, their money or
perfonal eflates; and if they negle@ted to make a

® Chron. 8ax, p. 203. Sim. Dunelm. p. 225,

will,
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swill, he promifed that their heirs fhould fuccesd to
them : He renounced the right of impofing money-
age, and of levying taxes at pleafure on the farms
which the bargns retained in their own hands®: He
made fome general profetlions of moderating fines;
he offered a pardon for all oifences ; and he rewmirted
all debts duc to the crown: He required that the
vafluls of the barons fhould enjoy the fame privileges

which he granted to his own barons ; and he pro-
wmifed a general confirmation and obfervance of the:
Iaws of king Ildward. “This is the lubftance of the.

chief articles contained in that famous charter <,
‘Yo give groater anthenticity to thefe conceflions,
Henry lodged a copy of his charter in fome abbey
of each county; as if defirous that it fhould be ex-
poled to the view of all his fubjects, and remain a
perpetual rule for the limitation and direction of his
government : Yet it i certain that, after the pre-
lent purpole was ferved, he never once thought
during his reign, of obferving one fingle article
of it; and the whole fell {o much into neglect and
gblivion, that, in the following century, when the
barons, who had heard an obfcure tradition of it,
defired to make it the model of the great charter
which they exa&ted from king John, they could
with difficuliy find a copy of it in the kingdom.
But as to the grievances here meant to be redreffed,
they were ftill continued in their full extent ; and
the royal anthority, in al} thofe particulars, lay un.
der no manner of reftrition. Reliefs of heirs, fo
capital an article, were neyer effetually fixed tll
the time of Magna Charta®; and it is evident that
the general promile here given, of accepting a juflt

b Sce Appendiv LI, ¢ Matth, ngs, p- 3®. Hoveden,
p- 458, Brompton, p. 1021 Hagum dy p. IO
¢ Glanv. b, 2. cap. 36, What is called & relief in the Con.
aneroy’s laws, preferved by Ingulf, feems toliave been the he-
not 3 finge reliefs, as well as the other burdqns of tIu; teudal
Iaw, were unknown in the age of the Confeflor, whofe luws
hefe originally were, .
and
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c 1 A P. andlawful relief, ought to have been reducedto mora
t—u—s Precifion, in order to ﬁ;we {ecurity to the fubjeét.

JICO,

The oppreflion of wardthip and marriage was per.
petuated even till the reign’ of Charles I1.: And it
appears {rom Glanville®, the famous jufticiary of
Henry L. that, in his time, where any man died
inteftate, an accident which muft havebeen very fre.
quent when the art of writing was {o little known,
the king, or the lord of the fief, pretended to feize ail
the moveables, and to exclude every heir, even the
children of the deceafed : A fure mark of a tyran.
nical and arbitrary government.

Tue Normans, indecd, who domineered in Eng.
land, were, during this age, fo licentious a people,
that they may be pronounced incapable of any true
or regular liberty ; which requires fuch improve.
ment in knowledge and morals as can only be the
refult ofrefleétion and expericnce, and muftgrow to
perfe€tion during feveral ages of fettled and efta-
blifhed government. A people {v infenfible to the
rights of their fovereign as to disjoint, without ne.
ceflity, the hereditary fucceflion, and permit a
younger brother to intrude himfelf into the place of
the elder, whom they efteemed, and who was guilty
of no crime but being abfent, could not expett
that that prince would pay any greater regard to
their privileges, or allow his engagements to fetter
his power, and debar him from any confiderable in-
terelt or convenience. They had indeed arms in
their hands, which prevented the ellablithment of
u total delpotilm, and left their pofterity fufficient
power, whenever they fhould attain a fufficient de-
gree of reafon, to aflume true liberry: But their
turbuléht dilpofition ftequently prompted them to
make fuch ufe of their arms, that they were more

¢ Lib. ». cap. 16. This praftice was contrary to the laws of
kiog Edward, ratified by the Conqueror, as we learn from In-
gult, p.g1. But laws had at that time very little influence:
Power and vivlence governed every thing.

P
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fitted to obftru@ the execution of juftice, than to ¢ w a p,

ftop the career of violence and oppreffion. The
prince, finding that greater oppofition was often
made to him when he enforced the laws than when
he violated them, was apt to render his own will
and pleafure the fole rule of government; and, on
every emergence, to confider more the power of the
perfons whom he might offend, than the rights of
thofe whom he might injure. The very form of
this charter of Henry proves that the Norman ba-
rons (for they, rather than the people of England,
were chiefly concerned in it)) were totally ignorant of
the nature of limited monarchy, and were ill quali-
fied to condudt, in conjuntion with their fovereign,
the machine of government. Itis-an at of his fole
power, is the refult of his free grace, contains fome
articles which bind others as well as himfelf, and is
therefore unfit to be the deed of any one who
poflefles not the whole legiflative power, and who
may not at pleafure revoke all his conceflions.
/HENRY, farther to increafe his popularity, de-
graded and committed to prifon Ralph Flambard,
Lithop of Durham, who had been the chief inftru-
ment of oppreffion under his brother ¥ : But this a&
was followed by another, which was a dire® viola-
tion of his own charter, and was a bad prognoftic
of his fincere intentions to obferve it: He kept the
fee ‘of Durham vacant for five years, and during
that time retained pofleflion of all its revenues.
Senfible of the great authority which Anfelm had
acquired by his charaller of piety, and by the per-
fecutions which bhe had undergone from William,
he fent repeated meflages to him at Lyons, where
he refided, and invited him to return and tuke pol-
{eflion of his dignities . On the arrival of the pré-
late, he propofed to him the renewal of that homage
f Chron. Sax. p.208, 'W. Malm. p. 156, Matth DPuris,

p-39 Alur Boverl poigq. & Chron. Sax. p.2o¥. Ondir,
Vital. p.783. = Matth, Pauis, p. 39. 'L, Rudbuene, p. 273
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¢ u A r'. which he had done Lis brother, and which had nevey
L _ been refuled by any Englifh bithop: But Anfelm

3100,

Marriage
ubtle
tung.

had acquired other [entinents by his journey to
Rome, and gave the king an ablolute refufal,  He
objeéted the decrees of the council of Bari, at which
he himlelf had affilted ; and he declared, that {o far
from doing homage for his fpiritual dignity, he
would not fo much as communicate with any eccle.
fiaflic who paid that fubmiffion, or who accepted of
inveftitures froru laymen. Henry, who expeted,
in his prefent delicate fituation, to rcap great ad-
vantages from the authority and popularity of An.
felm, durft nor infift on his demand ®: He onl
defired that the controverly might be fulpended ;
and that meffengers might be fent to Rome, in or.
der to accommodate matters with the pope, and
obtain his confirmation of the laws and cuftoms of
England. \

"Trierr immediately occurred an important aflair,
in which the king was obliged to have recoutfe to
the authority of Anfelm. Matilda, daughter of
Malcolm IIL king of Scotland, and niece to Edgar
Atheling, had, on her father’s death, and the fub-
fequent revolutions in the Scottifh government,
been brought to England, and educated under her
aunt Chriftina, in the nunnery of Rumfey. This
princels Henry purpofed to marry ; but as fhe had
worn the veil, though never taken the vows, doubts
might arife concerning the lawfulnefs of the aét;
und it behoved him to be very careful not to thock,
in any particular, the religious prejudices of his
fubjefts. Theaffair was examined by Anfelm, ina
council of the prelates and nobles which was fum-
mogned at Lambeth : Matilda there proved that fhe
had put on the veil, not with a view of entering into
a religious life, but merely in confequence of a cuf-
tom familiar to the Englith ladies, who prote&ted

£W, Malm. p, 225. .
their
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‘théir chaftity from the brutal violence of the Nor-
mans, by taking (helter under that habit*, which,
amidft the horrible licentioufnefs of the times,wasyet
generally revered. ‘Lhe council, fenfible that even a
princefs had otkerwife no fecurity for her honour,
admitted this reafon as valid: They pronounced
that Matilda was ftill free to marry'; and ler
efpoulals with Henry were celebrated by Anfelm
with great pomp and folemnity *. No a& of the
king’s reign rendered him equally popular with his
Englith [ubjeéts, and tended more to eftablith him
on the throne. Though Matilda, during the life of
her uncle and brothers, was not heir of the Saxon
line, fhe was become very dear to the Englith on
account of her connexions with it: And that peo-
ple, who before the conqueft had fallen into a kind
of indifference towards their ancient royal famil,
had felt fo feverely the tyranny of the Normans, that
they refleCted with extreme regret on their former
liberty, and hoped for a more equal and mild
adminiftration, when the blood of their native
princes fhould be mingled with that of their new
fovereigns .

~/BuT the policy and prudence of Henry, which,
if time had been allowed for thefe virtues to produce
their full effeft, would have fecured him poffeffion
of the crown, ran great hazard of being fruftrated
by the fudden appearance of Robert, who returned
to Normandy about a month after the death of his
brother William. He took pofleffion, without op«
pofitiont, of that dutchy; and immediately made
preparations for recovering England, of which,
during his abfence, he had, by Henry’s intrigues,
been founjuftly defrauded. The great fame which
he had acquired in the Eaft forwarded his preten-
fions 3 and the Norman barons, fenfible of the con-
fequences, expreffed the fame difcontent at the fe-

h Eadmer, p. 57 ! Thid, k Hoveden, p. 468.
P M. Paris, p. 40
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appeared on the acceflion of William. Robert de
Belefme earl of Shrewfbury and Arundel, William
de la Warrenne earl of Surrey, Arnulf de Mont-
gomery, Walter Giffard, Robert de Pontefrac,
Robert de Mallet, Yvo de Grentmefnil, and many
others of the principal nobility ™, invited Robert
to make an attempt upon England, and promifed,
on his landing, to join him with all their forces.
Even the feamen were affe€ted with the general po.
pularity of his name, and they carried over to him
the greater part of a fleet which had been equipped
to oppofe his paffage.  Henry, in this extremity,
began to be apprehenfive for his life, as well as for
his crown ; and had recourle to the fuperftition of
the people, in order to oppofe their fentiment of
juftice. He paid diligent court to Anfelm, whofe
fan&ity and wifdom he pretended to revere. He
conflulted him in all difficult emergencies ; feemed
to be governed by bim in every meafure ; promifed
a ftrict regard to ecclefiaftical privileges ; profeffed
a great attachment to Rome, and a refolution of
perfevering in an implicit obedience to the decrees
of councils, and to the will of the fovereign pontiff.
By thefe carefles and declarations he entirely gained
the confidence of the primate, whofe influence over
the people, and authority with the barons, were of
the utmoft fervice to him in his prefent fituation,
Anfelm fcrupled not to affure the nobles of the
king’s fincerity in thofe profeffions which he made,
of avoiding the ryiannical and oppreflive govern-
ment of his father and brother: He even rode
throu%h the ranks of the army, recommended to
the foldicrs the defence of their prince, reprefented
the duty of keeping their oaths of allegiance, and
prognotticated to them the greateft happinefs from
the govexnment of fo wife and julta fovereign. By

™ Order. Vital p. 485,
: this
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this expedient, joined to the influence of the catls
of Warwic aund Mellent, of Reger Bigod, Richard
de Redvers, and Robert Tirz-Ilamon, powerful
barons, who ftill adhered to the prefent govern-
ment, the army was retained in the king’s interefte,
and marched, with feeming vnion and firmnels, to
oppofe Robert, who had landcd with his forces ar
Portfmouth..

THE two armies lay in fight of each other for
fome days without coming to aétion; and both
princes, being apprchenfive of the event, which
would probably be decifive, hearkened the more
willingly to the councils of Anfelm and the other
great men, who mediated an accommodation be-
tween them. After employing fome negociation,
it was agreed that Robert fhould refign his pre-
tenfions to Ingland, and reccive in lieu of them an
annual penfion of 3070 marks ; that if either of the
princes died without ilue, the other thould fucceed
to his dominions; that the adherents of each
fhould be pardened, and reftored to all their pof-
feflions either in Normandy or England ; and that
neither Robert nor Henry fhould thenceforth en-
courage, receive, or protett the enemies of the
other . :

Tris treaty, though calculated fo much for
Henry’s advantage, he was the firft to violate. He
refltored indeed the eftates of all Robert’s adherents;
but was {ecretly determined, that noblemen fo
powerful and fo ill affe@ed, who had both inclina-
tion and ability to difturb -his govermmnent, fhould
not long remain unmolefted in their prefent opu-
lence and grandeur. He began with the earl of
Shrewfbury, who wus watched for fome thneby
fpies, and then indicted en a charge, confilling of
torty-five articles. This turbulent nubleman, know-
ing his own guilt, as well as the prejudices of his

n Chron. Sas. pr 200, W, Malmel. p. 156,
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comfe to arms for defence: But being foon fup-
preficd by the aivity and addrefs of Henry, he
was banifhed the kingdom, and his great eftate was
confifcatcd.  His ruininvolved that of his two bro.
thers, Arnulf de Montgomery, and Roger earl of
Lancafter. Soon after fullowed the profecution
and condemnation of Robert de Pontefratt and
Robert de Mallet, who had dillinguifhed themfelves
among Robert’s adherents. William de Warenne
was the next vi€thn : Even Willliam earl of Cora-
wal, fon of the earl of Mortaigne, the king’s uncle,
having given matter of [lufpicion againft him, loft
all the vaft acquifitions of his fanuly in England.
"Though the ufual violence and tyranny of the Nor-
man barous afforded a plaufible pretence for thofe
profecutions, and it is probable that none of the
fentences pronounced againft thefe noblemen was
wholly iniquitous 3 men cafily faw, ot conjedtured,
that the chief part of their guilt was not the injuflice
or illegulity of their condué. Robert, enragedat
.the fate of his friends, imptudently ventured to
come into England ; and he remonftrated with his
brother, in feveie terms, againft this breach of
treaty : Bur met with fo bad a reception, that he
began to apprehend danger to his own liberty,
and was glad to purchafe an efcape, by refigning
his penfion,

"uz indifcretion of Robert foon expofed him to
more fatal injuries. This prince, whofe bravery
and candour procured him refpe while at a dil-
tance, had no foonmer attained the pofleflion of
power and enjoyment of peqce, than all the vigour
of his mind relaxed; and he fell into contempt
among thofe who approached his perfon, or were
fubjeét to his authority. Alternately abandoned to
diffolute pleafures and to womanith fuperdtition,
he was fo remifs, both in the care of his trealure,
and the exercile of his government, that his fervants

14 pillaged
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pillaged his money with impunity, ftole from kLim
his very clothes, and proceeded thence to praétife
every fpecics of extortion on his defencelefls fub-
je€ts. The barons, whom a fevere adminiftration
alone could have reftrained, gave reins to their
unbounded rapine upon their vaflals, and inveterate
animofities againft each other; and all Normandy,
during the reign of this benign prince, was become
a feene of violence and depredation. 'The Nor-
mans at laft, obferving the regular government
which Henrv, notwithftanding his uforped title,
had been able to eftablith in England, applicd to
him, that he might vfe his aotherity for the fup-
preflion of thele diforders ; and they thereby afforded
him a pretence for interpofing in the aflairs of Nor-
mandy. Inftead of employing his mediation to
render his brother’s government refpeftable, or to
redrefs the grievances of the Normans ; he was only
attentive to fupport his own partifans, and to in-
creafe their number by every art of bribery, in-
trigue, and infinvation. Iiaving found, in a vifit
which he made to that dutchy, that the nobility
were more difpofed to pay fubmiffion to him than
to their legal fovereign, he colle@ted, by arbitrary
extortions on England, a great aimy and rrealure,
and returned next year to Normandy, in a fituation
to obtain, either by viclence or corruption, the do-
minion of that province. He took Bayeux by ftorm
after an obftinate ficge : 1le made himlell mafter of
Caen by the voluntary fubmiffion of the inhabitants:
But being repulled uc Fuluife, and obliged by the
winter feafon to raife the fiege, he rewrned into
England ; after giving aflurauces to hie adherents
that he would perfevere in fupporting snd proteling
them.

NExT year he opened the campaign with the fiege
of Tenchebray: and it became evident, from his
preparations and progrefs, that he intended to ulurp
the entire pofleflion of Normandy, IRobert wsl u;

' Y2 al
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hy the earl of Mortaigne and Robert de Bellefue,
the king’s inveterate enemies, he raifcd a confider-
able arwy, and approached his brother’s camp,
with a view of finifhing, in one decifive battle, the
quarrel betwcen them. e was now entered on
that fcene of alion in which alone he was qualified
to excel; and he fo animated his troops by his ex.
ample that they threw the Englifh into diforder,
and had nearly obtained the victory® ; when the
flight of Bellelne fpread a panic among the Nor.
mans, and occafioned their total defeat. Henry,
befides doing great execution on the enemy, made
near ten thoufand prifoners, among whom was
duke Robert himfelf, and all the moft confiderable
barons who adhered to his interefts®.  This vic.
tory was followed by the final reduion of Not-
mandy : Roiien immediately fubmitted to the con-
queror : Falaile, after fome negociation, opened
its gates; and by this acquifition, befides ren-
dering himfelf malter of an important fortrefls, he
got into hiz hands prince William, the only fon
of Robert ; He aflembled the ftates of Normandy ;
and having received the homage of the vafials
of the dutchy, having fettled the government, re-
voked his brother’s donations, and difmantled the
caftles lately built, he returned into Kngland, and
carried along with him the dalke as prifoner. "that
unfortunate prince was detained in cuftody during
the remainder of his life, which was no lefs than
twenty-eight years, and he died in the caftle of
Cardifl, in Glamarganthire ; happy if, without lofing
his liberty, he could have relinquifhed that power
which he was not qualified cither to hold or exer-
cile. Prince Williain was committed to the care
of Helie de St. Saen, who had married Robert’s
natural daughter, and who being a man of probity
*H. Hunt. p. 399. M. Paris, p.43. Brompton, p. 1002,

" Eader, p. oo Chron Sax. pa 214, Order, Vital, p. 821
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and honour beyond what was ufual in thofe ages,
executed the trult with greac affetion and fidelity.
Fdgar Atheling, who had {ollowed Rotert in the
expedition to ]eruhlem, and who had lived with him
ever fincein Normandy, was another illuftrious pri,
foner taken in the bottle of Tenchebrayt. Henry
gave him his liberty, and fettled a finall penfion on
him, with which he retired ; and he lived to a good
old age in England, toraily negletted and forgotten.
This prince was diftinguithed by perfonal bravery:

But nothing can be a {tronger proof of his meun
talents in every other relpect, than that, notwiths
{tanding hc potletled the affe@ions of the Englith,
and enjoyed the only legal title to the thmue, he
was allowed, during the reigns of fo many violent
and jealous uf urpers, to live “unmolefled, and go to
his gravein pcace. .

A LITTLE after Henry had completed the con-
queft of Normandy, and fettled the govemment of
that province, he finithed a controverfy, which had
been long depending between him and the pope,
with regard to the mnveftitures in ecclefialtical be-
nefices ; and though he was here obliged to relin-
quith fome of the ancient rights of the crown, he
extricated himfelf from the difficulty on eafier terms
than moft princes, who in that age were fo un-
happy as to be engaged in difputes with the apof-
tolic fee. the king’s fituation, in the beginning
of his reign, obhged him to pay great court to
Anfelm : The advantages whiclf he bad reaped
from the =zealous hxﬁndfhxp of that prelate, had
made bim fenfible how prone the minds of his
people were to tuperitition, and what an afcendant
the eccletiaftics had been able to afluin® over
them. He had feen, on the asceflion of his bro-
ther Rufus, that though the rights of primogent.
sure were then violated, and the inclinauuns of al.

9 Chron, 8ax. p 214, Ann Waverd. pe 1444
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CH A P moft all the barons thwarted, yet the authority of
It . .
‘e Lanfranc, the primate, had prevailed over all other

1107,

confiderations : His own cafc, which was ftill more
unfavcurable, afforded an inftance in which the
clergy had more evidently fhewn their influence and
authority. Thefe rccent examples, while they made
him cautious not to offend'that powerful body, con-
vinced him, at the fame time, that it was extremely
his intereft to retain the former prerogative of the
crown in filling offices of fuch vaft importance, and
to check the ecclefiaftics in that independence to
which they vifibly afpired. The choice which his
brother, in a fit of penitence, had made of Anfelm,
was fo far unfortunate to the king’s pretenfions, that
this prelate was celebrated for his piety and zeal, and
auflerity of manners; and though his monkifh de-
voticn, and narrow principles, prognofticated no
great knowledge of the world or depth of policy, he
was, on that very account, a more dangerous inftru.
ment in the hands of politicians, and rerained a
greater afcendant over the bigoted populace. The
prudence and temper of the king appear in nothing
more confpicuous than in the management of this
delicate affair ; where he was always fenfible that it
had become neceffary for him to rifque his whole
c;_own, in order to preferve the moftinvaluable jewel
of it?,

Anserm had no fooner returned from banifh-
ment, than his refufal to do' homage to the king
raifed a difpute,’which Henry evaded at that cn.
tical jun&ture, by promifing to fend a meflenger,
in order to compound the matter with Palcal II
who then filled the papal throne. The meflenger,
as was prabably forefeen, returned with an abfo-
lute refufal of the king’s demands; and that fort-
fied by many reafons, which were well qualified to
operate on the underftandings of men in thofe ages.

? Ladmer, p. 56, 1 'W. Malm, p. 225.
. Pafeal
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Pafcal quoted the feriptures to prove that Chrift was
the door; and he thence inferred, that all ecclefiaftics
mult enter into the church through Chrift alone, not
through the civil magiftrates, or any profane lay-
men'.  “Itis monftrous,” added the pontifl, ¢ that
¢¢ a fon thould pretend 1o beget his father, or a man
% to crcate his God : Priefts are called gods in ferip-
¢ ture, as being the vicats of God: And will you
“ by your abominable pretenfions to grant them
¢ their invefliture, aflume the right of creating
¢ them *

Bur how convincing focver thele arguments, they
could not perfuade Henry to refign {o isnportant 2
prerogative ; and, perhaps, as he was pofleffed of
great reflection and learning, he thought that the
ablurdity of a man’s creating his God, even allow-
ing priefts to be gods,.was not urged with the beft
grace by the Roman pontiff. But as he defired
ftill to avoid, atleaft to delay, the coming to any
dangerous extremity with the church, he perfuaded
Anfelm, that he fhould be able, by farther negocia-
tion, to obtain fome compofition with Palcal ; and
for that purpofe he dilpatched three bifhops to
Rome, while Anfelm fent two meflengers of his
own, to be more fully affured of the pope’s inten-
tions®, Pafcal wrote back letters equally pofitive
and ' arrogant, both to the king and primate ; ur-
ging to the former, that by affuming the right of in-
veltitures, he committed a kind of [piritual adul-
tery with the charch, who was the fpoufe of Chrift,
and who muft not admit of fuch a commerce with
any other perfon®; and infifting with the latter,
that the pretenfion of kings to confer benefices was

* Eadmer, p. 60. This topic is further cnforced in p. 73.73.
See alfo W. Malm, p. 163

# Eadmer, p, 61. T much fufp ¢, that this text of {eripture
is a forgery of his holinets: For [ have not been abls to find it
Yet it pafed current in thofe ages, and was often quoted by rhe
clerg,;y as the foundation of their power. Sce Epift. St. Thom.

v 109, .
i E)admcr, p. 62, W.Malm. p.225.  ® Eadmer, p. 63.
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¢ 1 A P. the fource of all fimony; a topic which had but too
n..-‘fi-.a much foundation in thofe apes *.

1107,

Henry had now no other expedient thaa to fup.
prefs the Ietter addrelled to himfelf, and to perfuade
the three bifiops to prevaricate, and affert upon
their epifcopal faith, that Pafcal had affured them
in private of his good intentions towards Henry,
and of his refolution not to refent any future exer-
tion of his prerogative in granting inveltitures;
thongh he himfcl ferupled to give this aflurance
under his hand, left other princes fhould copy the
example, and affume a like privilege <. Anfelm’s
two mcflengers, who were monks, aflirmed to him,
that it was impoflible this ftory could have any
foundation : But their word was not deemed equal
to that of three bifhops; and the king, as if he had
finally gained his caufe, progeeded to ll the fees of
flerefmd and Salibbwy, and to invell the new bi-
fhops in the ufual manner¥. But Anfelm, who,
as he had good reaflon, gave no credit to the alleve-
ration of the king’s meflengers, refufed not only to
cenfecrate themy, but even to communicate with
them; and the bihops themfelves, finding how
odious thcy were become, returned to Henry the
enfigns of their dignity, The quarrel every day
increafed betwcen the king and the primate : The
former, notwith{tanding the prudence and modera-
tion ot his temper, threw out menaces againft fuch
as fiould pretend o oppofe him in exeiting the an.
cient picrogatives of his crown: And Anfelm, fen-
fible of hus own dangerous fitnation, defired leave
to make a journey to Rome, in order to lay the
cafe before the {overeign poundff. Ilenry, well
pleafed”ty rid himfelf, without violence, of fo in-
flexible an aniagonilt, readily granted him permif-
fion. The prelate was attended to the fhore by in-

v Fadmer,p. 644 66. ¥ Eadmer, p. 65, W. Malm. p. 225.
¥ Lvimer, p. 66, W. Malm. p. 225. Iloveden, p. 469
Sim, Dunelm, p. 228,

~
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finite multitudes, not only of monks and clergymen,
but people of all ranks, who ferupled not in this man-
ner to declare for their primate againfl their fove-
reign, and who regarded his depurture as the final
abolition of r ligion and true piety in the kingdom 4,
The king, however, feized all the revenues of his
fee; and fent William de Warclwalt to negeciate
with Palcal, and to find fome means of accomnioda-
tion in this delicate aflair. ‘
Tue Englifh minifier told Pafeal, that his-nia-
fter would rather lofe his crown, than part with
the right of granting inveftitures, “ And " re
plied Palcal, ¢ would rath r lofe mv head then al-
“ low him to retain it*”” lenry fecretly probis
bited Anfelm frem returning, unlefs he refolved ro
conform himfelf to the laws and ufaaes of the Ling-
dom ; and the primate took up his refidence at Ly-
ons, in expeltaticn that the king would at laft be
obliged to yield the point which was the prefeut
objct of controverly between them.  Soon after
he was permitted to return to his monaltery at Bec
in Normandy ; and Henry, befides reftoring to him
the revenues of his e, treated him with the greateft
refpet, and held feveral conferences with him, in
order to foften his oppofition, and bend him to {ub-
miffion®. The people of England, who theught
all differences now accommodated, wcre inclined t©
blame their primate for ablenting himtelt {o long
from his charge; and he daily received letters trom
his partifans, reprelenting the neceffity of his [peedy
return, The total extindtion, they teld him, of
religion and Chriftianity was likely to enfue trom
the want of his fatherly carc: The moft {hocking
cuftoms prevail in England ; and the dread of his
feverity being now removed, fudomy, and the prac-
tice of wearing long hair, gain ground amony all
ranks of men, and thefe covrmitics openly appear
% Fadmer,p. 1. * Fadmer, po73. ' W. Malm, p. 226
M. Paris, p. 40 b Hoveden, po 4710
o . every
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¢ " A P every where without fenfe of thame or fear of pu-

1107,

nifhment .

TuE policy of the court of Rome has commonly
been much admired ; and men, judging by fuccefs,
have beftowed the highelt eulogies on that pru.
dence by which a power, from fuch flender begin.
nings, could advance, without force of arms, to
eftablith an univerfal and almoft abfolute monarchy
in Europe. * But the wifdom of {o long a fucceflion
of men who filled the papal throne, and who were
of fuch different ages, tempers, and interefts, is
not intelligible, and could never have place in na-
ture, The inftrument, indecd, with which they
wrought, the ignorance and fuperftition of the peo-
ple, is fo grofs an engine, of fuch univerfal preva-
fence, and fo little liable to accident or diforder, that
it may be fuccelsful, even in the molt unfkillul
hands ; and fcarce any indifcretion can fruftrate its
operations, ‘While the court of Rome was openly
abandoned to the moft flagiant diforders, cven
while it was torn with [chiling and fations, the
power of the church daily made a fenfible progrefs
in Europe ; and the temerity of Gregory and cau-
tion of Pafcal were eqnally fortunate in promoting
it.. The clergy, feeling the neceflity which they
lay under of being proteted againit the violence of
princes, or rigour of the laws, were well pleafed to
adhere to a foreign head, who, being removed from
the fear of the civil authority, could freely employ
the power of the whole churcl, in defending her an-
cient or ufurped properties and privileges, when
invaded in any particular country : The monks,
defirous of an independence on thar diocefans, pro-
fefled a-flill more devoted attachment to the triple
crown; and the ftupid people pofleffed no feience
or reafon, which they could oppole to the moft ex-
orbitant pretenfions. Nonlenle pafled for demon-

< Eadmer, p. 81,
ftration
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ftration : The mo®t criminal means were fandtified © H A P.
by the piety of the end : T'reaties were not fuppofed >+,
to be binding, where the interclts of God werecon- 1107,
cerned @ The ancient laws and cuftoms of ftates
had no authority againlt a divine right: Impudent
forgeries were received as authentic monuments of
antiquity : And the champions of holy church, if
fuccelsful, were celebrated as heroes ; if unfortu-
nate, were worfhipped as mattyrs; and all events
thus turned out equally tq the advantage of clerical
ufurpations.  Pafcal himfelf; the reigning pope,
was, in the courfe of this very conrroverfy concern.
ing inveltitures, involved in circomftances, and ne-
ceflitated to follow a conduét, which would have
drawn dilgrace and ruin on any temporal prince
that had been {o unfortunate as to fall into a like
fituation. His perfon.was fcized by the emperor
Henry V., and he was obliged, by a formal treaty,
to refign to that monarch the right of granting in-
veflitures, for which they had fo long contended %
In order to add greater folemaity to this agreement,
the emperor and pope communicated together on
the fame hofte ; one half of which was given to the
prince, the other taken by the pontiff: The moft
tremendous imprecations were publickly denounced
on either of them who fhould violate the treaty:
Yet no fooner did Pafcal recover his liberty, than
he revoked all his conceflions, and pronounced the
fentence of excommunication againft the emperor,
who, in the end, was obliged to [ubmit to the terms
required of him, and to yicld up all his pretenfions,
which he never could relume®.

Tue king of England had very near fallen into
the fame dangerous fituation : Pafcal hadalready
excommunicated the earl of Mellent, and the other

4 W. Malm. p. 167.
e Padre Paolo fopra henef, ecclef, p. 112 ' W, Malmef p. 170,
Chron. Abb. §t, Petri de Burgo, py 63 Sim Dunclm. p 233.
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poriing his pretenfions ¢ e daily menaced  the
king himfeli with a like fentence 5 and he fufpended
the blow only to give him leilure ro preventit by a
timely fubmiflion.  The malcontenty waited impa-
tiently for the opportunity of diftuibing his govern-
ment by confpitacies and infurreétions<: The
king’s belt fricnds were anctious at the profne{ of
anincident whica would fet their rcligious and civil
duties at vaiiance: And the countels of Blos, his
fifler, a princefs of piety, who had great influence
over him, was afivightened with the danger ot her
brother’s eternal dunnation®.  Henry, on the other
hand, feemed determined 10 run all huzards, rather
than refign a {aecioparive of luch importance,
which had been enjoyed by all his predeceffors;
and it feenied probable, from his great prodencs
and abilities, that he mipht be able t fuflain his
rishts, and finally prevatt in the conteft,  While
Yafeal and flenry thus ftood mutually in awe of
each other, it was the more caly to bring aboyt an
accommudation between them, and to tind a me-
dium in which they might asree.

Brrorzt bitheps tock pofleflion of their dignities,
they had formcrly been wecuflomed to pafs through
two ceremonies: They received from the hands of
the fovereign a 1ing and crozier, as fymbols of their
office; and this was called their inveffuure : They
alfo made thofe fubmiffions to the prince which
were required of vafluls by the rites of the feudal
aw, and which 1cceived the name of homage. And
as the king might icfufe both to grant the invefhe
furc and to Teecive the hemane, though the chapter
had, by fome canons of the middle age, been en-
dawed with the right of eleltion, the fovereign had

- - ol S - . .
in reality the fole power of appointing prelates,

t Tadaer, p. 5y. ¢ Thid. p. So. 5 Thid. p. 794
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Urban IL. had equally deprived laymen of the rights c u a 1.
of granting inveftiture and of recciving homage ' : __,::I,.,,__J
The empcerors never were able, by all their wars 1507,
and negotiations, to make any diflinftion be ad-
mitted between them : The interpofition of profane
laymen, in any particular, was {iill reprefented as
impinus and abominable : And the church openly
afpired to a total independence on the ftate. But
Henry bad pur England 25 well 2s Normandy in
fuch a fituation, as gave preater weight to his ne-
gotiations 2 and Pafcal was for the prefent fatisfied
with his refigning the right of granting inveflitures,
by which the fpiritual dignity was fuppofed to he
conferred; and he allowed the bifhops to do hos
mage for their lemporal propertics and privileges .
T'he pontilf was well pleafed to have made this ac-
quifition, which, he hoped, would in time involve
the whole: And the king, unxious to procure an
efcape from a very dangerous fituation, was content
to retain fome, though a more precarious suthority,
in the eleCtion of prelates.

ArTER the principal controverfy was accommo-
dated, it was not difficult to adjuft the other direr-
ences.  The pope allowed Anlelm to communicare
with the prelates who had already received invefti-
tures {rom the crown; and he only vequired of
them fome fubmiffions for their palt mifconduct’.
He alfo granted Anielm a plenary power of reme-
dying every ather diforder, which he faid, might
arife from the barbaroulnefs of the country ®. Such
was the idea which the popes thon cnteriained of
the Englii; andnothing can be a ftronger proof
of the miferable ignorance in which that people
were then plunged, than that a nian whe fat on
the papal thione, and who tubfiited by ablurdities

I Tpdmer, pogt. Wl Malm, p, 163, Bim. Dundm p. 2400

E Vadmer, p. 1. W Malm, p, 1640227, Hosedzn, pog71.
B Puris, p. 43. T Rudbop. 27 10 Brumpton, pe 1220, Wilkms,
™o Clrow. Duntt. po 250 3 Eadiner, po 977 1bid p. 93
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and nonfenfe, (hould think himfclf entitled to treat
them as baibarians.

Durine the conrfe of thefe controverfies, 2
fynod was held at Weltminfler, where the king,
intent only on the main difpute, allowed fome ca.
nons of lefs importance to be enafted, which tend-
ed to promote the ulurpations of the clergy. The
celibacy of priefts was enjoined, a point which it
was {till found very difficult to carry into execution :
And cven laymen were not allowed to marry within
the feventh degree of aflinity”. By this contriy-
ance the pope augmented the profits which he reap-
ed from granting dilpenfations, and likcwife thofe
from divoices; for as the art of writing was then
rare, and parifl regiffers were not regularly kept,
it was not cafy to alcertain the degrees of affinity
even among people of rank ;3 und any man who had
money fuflicient to pay ior it, might obtain a di.
vorce, on pretence that his wife was more neaily
velated to him than was permitted by the canons.
‘The fynod allo pafled a vote, prohibiting the laity
from wearing long hair °.  "The averfion of the
clergy to this mode was not confined to England.
When the king went to Normandy, before he had
conquered that province, the bithop of Seez, in a
formal harangue, enineftly exhorted him to redrefs
the manifold diforders under which the government
labouied, and to oblige the people o poll their hair
in a decent form. Henry, though he would not
refign his prerogatives to the church, willingly
paited with his hair: He cut it in the form which
they required of him, and ebliged all the courtiers
to imitate his example ®.

1 5E"acquifition of Normandy was a great point
of Henry’s ambition ; being the ancient patrimony
of Lis family, and the only tenitory, which, while
in lis poflidfion, guve him any weight or confider-

» Fadmer, p. 67, 68, Spelm. Cuonce. vol. ii. p. 22,
¢ Ludnier, p, 68, P Ouder. Vital p. 816,
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ation on the conlinent: But the mjuﬂu.e of his € At

ulurpation. wa- the fuurce of great inquictude, in.
volved him in frequent wars, and obliged him 1o
impofe on his Englifh lubjcc’ta thole many heavy
and arbitrary taxes, of which all the hiftorians of
that age unanimoufly complain, 1lis nephew
William was but fix years of age, when he com-
mitted him to the care of Helie de St. Sacn; and it
is probable, that his reafon for entrufling that im-
portant charge to a man of fo unblemilhed a cha-
ralter, was to prevent all malignant fulpicions, in
cale any accident fhould befal the life of the young
prince.  He foon repented of his choice ; but when
he defired 1o recover polleflion of Williaw's pet-
fon, Iclie withdrew his pupil, and canizd i te
the court of Fulk count of Anjou, who gave him
prolu&ion . In proportion as the prince grew up
to man’s eftate, he difcovered virtues becoming L
birth; and waundering through diflerens courts or
Eumpe, he excited the fricud Iy compaffion ot
many princes, aud railed a ﬁemul indignation
againlt his uncl;, who had fo unjuh. y Lu«.mcd fir
of his inheritance. Lewis the Grols, lun of Phi.
lip, was at this time king of France, a hiave and
generous prince, who havi ing been obliged, during
the lifetime of his f ather, to fly into lm'land i
order to efcape the parlecutions of his e p-'zm[!x'-;
Berrrude, had been protectea by Tlenry, und had
thence conceived a neilonal i’ri(:mi{bip fr “:i"z By
thefe ties were foun dilfolved ateer the 2o on of
Lewis, who found his inteietds w0 ‘.:,- . Hioliy
parmulms eppolite to thole of:h. 1ol menaech,
and who became feafible of the dungrr atn -uling
the annexation of Normandy o Figjlme L1
joined, therefore, the counts of Anjon "and Flan-
ders in giving difquiet to Henry’s governueni

4 Eadmer, p. 83, Chron. Sax.p. 211, 212,213 2.9 120,
2"3 Huat. p g%0. Hoddea,pog 00 o W0 won s
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¢ B A P and this monarch, in order to defend his foreia
oy dominions, tound himfulf obliged to go over to

1130,

113

Norimandy, where he reflided two years. 'L he war
which enfued among thofe princes, was attended
with no memorable cvent, and produced only flight
{kirmifhes on the fronticrs, agreeably to the weak
condition of the fovereigns in that age, whenever
their {ubje€ts were not roufed by fome great and
urgent occafion. lenry by contralting his eldeft
fon William to the daughter of Fulk, detached
that prince from the alliance, and obliged the
others to come to an accommodation with him,
This peace was not of long duration. His nephew,
William, retired to the court of Baldwin, earl of
Flanders, who efpoufed his cavle; and the king
of France, having foon after, for other reafons,
joined the party, a new war was kindled in Nor-
mandy, which produced no event more memora-
ble than had attended the former. At lalt the
death of Baldwin, who was flain in an aftion near
¥u, gave fome refpite to 1enry, and enabled him
to carry on war with more advantage againlt his
encmies.

Lrwis, finding hiw{=Il unable to wreft Norman.
dy from the king by force of 2arms, had recourfe to
the dangerous expedient of applying to the {piritual
power, and of afferding the ecclefiaftics a pretence
to interpofc in the temporal concirus of princes.
Ile canied young William to a general council,
which was affembled at [lheims by pope Calix-
tus 1L prefented the Norman prince to ihem, com-
plained of the manifelt ufurpation and injuftice of
Henry, craved the affiftance of the church {or re-
inftating the true heir in his dowmiaions, and 1epre-
fented the enormily of detaining in captivity fo
brave a prince as Robert, one of the molt eminent
champions of the crols, and who, by that very qua-
Iity, was placed under the immediate protection
of the holy fee.  Henry knew how to defend the

9 - rightz
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tights of his crown with vigour, and yet with dex- ¢ H A P,
terity. He had fent over the Fnglifh bithops to _ Y%

this fynod ; but at the fame time had warned them
that if any farther claims were ftarted by the pope
or the ecclefiaftics, he was determined to adhere to
the laws and cuftoms of England, and maintain the
prerogatives tran{mitted to him by his predeceflors.

“ Go,” faid he to them, * falute the pope'in my,

¢ name; hear his apoftolical precepts; but take
¢ care to bring none of his new inventions into
¢ my kingdom.”” TFinding, however, that it would
be eafier for him to elude than to oppofe the efforts
of Calixtus, he gave his ambafladors orders to gain
the pope and his favourites by liberal prefents and
promifes. The complaints of the Norman prince
were thenceforth heard with great coldnefs by the
council; and Calixtus confefled, afier a conference
which he had the fame fummer with Henry, and
when that prince probably renewed his prefents,
that, of all men whom he had ever yet been ac-
quainted with, he was beyond comparifon the moft
eloquent and perfuafive,

Tue warlike mealures of Lewis proved as inef-
fe@tual as his intrigues. e had laid a {cheme
for furprifing Noyon ; but Henry having received
intelligence of the defign, marched to the relief
of the place, and fuddenly attacked .the French at
Brenneville, as they were advancing towards it. A
tharp confli€t enfued; where prince William be-
haved with great bravery, and the king himfelf was
in the moft imminent danger. He was wounded
in the head by Crifpin, a gallant Norman officer,
who had followed the fortunes of William,’ ; but
.being rather animated than tevrified by the blow, he
immediately beat his.antagonilt to the ground, and
fo encouraged his troops by the example, that they
put the French to total rout, and had very neatly

" *H. Hont, p, 381, M. Paris, p. 47.. Diceto, P 503
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taken their king prifoner.  The dignity of the per-
fons engaged in this fkirmifh, rendered it the moft
memorable a&ion of the war: For, in other re-
fpets it was not of great importance. There were
nine hundred horfemen, who fought on both fides;
vet were there only two perfonsflain. The reftwere
defended by that heavy armour worn by the cavalry
in thofe times*. An accommodation foon after en-
fued between the kings of France and England ;
and the interefts of young William were entirely
negleded in it

Bur this public profperity of Henry was much
overbalanced by a domeftic calamity which befel
him. Flis only fon William had now reached his
eighteenth year ; and the king, from the facility
with which he himfelf had ufurped the crown,
dreading that a like revolution might fubvert his
family, had taken care to have him recognifed fuc-
ceffor by the ftates of the kingdom, and had car-
ried him over to Normandy, that he might receive
the homage of the barons of that dutchy. The
king, on his return, fet fail from Barfleur, and was
foon carried by a fair wind out of fight of land.
'The prince was detained by fome accident ; and his
failors, as well as their captain Thomas ¥itz-Ste-
phens, having fpent the interval in drinking, were
fo fluftered, that, being in a hurry to follow the
king, they heedlefsly carried the fhip on a rock,
where fhe immediately foundered, William was
put into the long boat, and had got clear of the
thip; when hearing the cries of his natural fifter,
the countefs of Perche, he ordered the feamen to
row beck in hopes of faving her: But the num-
bers who then crowded in foon funk the boat;
and the prince with all his retinue perifhied. Above
a hundred and forty young noblemen of the prin-
ripal families of Kngland and Normandy were loft

t Order. Vital, p. 854. °
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on-this ocgcafion. A butcher of Roiien was theonly ¢ H A P.
perfon on board who efcaped*: He clung tothe s

maft, and was taken up next morning by fithermen.
Fitz-Stephens allo took hold of the maft ; but being
informed by the butcher that prince William had pe-
rithed, he faid that he would not furvive the difafter;
and he threw himfelf headlong into the fea”. Henty
entertained hopes for three days, that his fon had
- put into fome diftant port of England': But when
certain ‘intelligence - of the calamity was brought

him, he fainted away ; and it was.remarked, thathe

never after was feen to {mile, nor ever recovered
his wonted cheerfulnefs™,

'I'uEe death of William may be regarded, in one
refpet, as a misfortune o the Englith ; becaule it
was the immediate fource of thofe civil wars, which,
after the demife of the-king, caufed fuch confufion
in .the kingdom: But.it Is remarkable, that the
young prince had entertained a violent averfion to
the natives ; and had been heard to threaten, that
when he fhould be king, he would make them
draw the plough, and. would.tutn them into bealts
of burthen.  Thefe prepofleflions he inherited from
his father, .who, -though he was wont, when it
might ferve his purpole, to value himfelf on bis
birth, as-a' native: of England?, thowed, in'.the
courfe of his govermment, an extreme ‘prejudice
againft that people. -All hopes. of preferment, to
ecclefiaftical as well as civil dignities, were denied
them during this whole Teign ; and any foreigner,
bowever ignorant or. worthlefs, was fure to have the,

preference in every competition*  As the Englith

bad given'no difturbance- to the government during
the courfe of fifty years, this invererate antipathy in
a.prince of fo much temper as well as penetration,
forms -a prefumption, thar the Englith of that age

| % Bim.. Dunelm, p, 242, Alired Bererl. p. 148. .
¥ Qrder.Vital,p. 868.  * Hoveden, p. 476, Qrder.Vital.
». 869. 7 Gul. Neub. lib 1. ean. o % Fadmer n. 110,
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were {till 2 rude and barbarous people even com.
pared to the Normans,and impreffes us with no very
tavourable idea of the Anglo-Saxon manners.
Prince William left no children ; and the king
had not now any legitimate iffue; except one
daughter, Matilda, whom in 1110 he had betroth.
ed, though only eight years of age*, to the emperor
Henry V. and whom he had then fent over to
be educated in Germany*. But as her ablence
from the kingdom, and her marriage into a foreign
family, might endanger the fucceflion, Henry, who
was now a widower, was induced to marry in hopes
of having male heirs; and he made his addreffes
to Adelais, daughter of Godfrey duke of Lovaine,
and niece of pope Calixtus, a young princefs of an
amiable perfon®. But Adelais brought him no
children ; and the prince, who was mofl likely to
difpute the fucceffion, and even the immediate pof.
feflion of the crown, recovered hopes of fubverting
his 1ival, who had fucceflively feized all his patri-
monial dominions. William, the fon of duke Ro.
bert, was ftill protetted in the French court; and as
Henry’s connexions with the count of Anjou were
broken off by the death of his fon, Fulk joined the
partyof the unfortunate prince, gave him his daugh-
ter in marriage, and aided him in raifing difturb-
ances in Normandy. But Henry found the nieans
of drawing off the count of Anjou, by forming anew
with him a nearer connexion than the former, and
one more material to the interefks of that count’s
family. The emperor, his fon-in-law, dying with-
outiffe, he beftowed his daughter on Geofirey, the
eldeft fon of YFulk, and endeavoured to infure her
fucceffion by having her recognifed heir to all his
dominions, and obliging the barons both of Nor
mandy and England to [wear fealty to her. He

# Chron, Sax, p. 215,  W.Malm. p. 166, Order.Wital. p, 83.
* Seu note [M] at the end of the Volume..
® Chion, Bax. p. 223, W, Mabp, p. 165, . -
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hoped that the choice of this hufband would be mpore € H A P,
agreeable'to all his fubjets than that.of the emperor; .,,ZL__,
as fecuring them from the danger of-falling under 1.
the dominion of a great and diltant potentate, who

might bring them into fubjeétion, and reduce their
country to the rank of a province : But the barons

were difpleafed, that a ftep fo material to national in- .
terefts had been taken without confulting them®; and

Henry had too-fenfibly experienced the turbulence

of their difpofition, not to dread thé effe@s of their
refentment. It feemed probable, that his nephew’s

party might gain force from the increafe of the mal-
contents: An acceflion of power which that prince
acquired 2 little after, tended to' render his preten-

fions ftill more dangerous. Charles earl of Flanders

being affaflinated duripg the celebration of divine
fervice, king Lewis immediately put theyoung prince

in pofleflion of that county, to which-he had preten-

‘fions in the right of his grandmother Matilda, wife

10 the -Conqueror. But William furvived a very

little time this piece of good fortune, which feemed

to open the way fo ftill tarther profperity, e was

‘killed in a fkirmifh with the landgrave of Alface, his
cotnpetitor for Flanders;; and his death put an end,

'g)r the prefent, to the jealoufy and inquictude of
-Hepry. " Co

! 1‘¥E chief merit of this monarch’s government

confifts in the profound tranquillity which he efta-
blithed and maintained throughout all his domi-

nions during the greater part of his reign. The mu-

tinous barons were .retained in fubjeétion ; and his
-neighbours, in every attempt which they, made upon

him, found him fo well prepared, that they were
dif¢outaged from continuing or renewing~their en-
‘terprifés, In otder to reprefs the incurfions of the
‘Welth, he brougght over fome Flemings, in the year
'1111, and Tettled them in Pembrokefhire, where

<08 W Madlm, p. 175:  The annals of Waverly, p. 150 fay,

that the king alled and obtained the confent of all the barons.

: ? 7. 2 thev
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CHA P they long maintained a different language, and cuf-
Aerewe tOMS, and manners, from their neighbours, Though

1iz8,

his government feems to have been arbitraryin Eng.
land, it was judicious and prudent ; and was as little
oppreflive as the neceflity of his affairs would per-
mit. Ile wanted not attention to the redrels of
grievances ; and hiftorians mention in particular the
levying of purveyance, which he endeavoured ta
moderate and reftrain. The tenants in the king’s de-
mefne lands were at that time obliged to fupply gratis
the court with provifions, and to furnith carriages on
the fame hard terms, when the king made a progrefs,
as he did frequently, into any of the counties. "Thefe
exaftionswere fo grievous, and levied in fo licentious
a manner, that the farmers, when they heard of the
approach of the court, often deferted their houfes
as if an enemy had invaded the country ?; and thel.
tered their perfons and families in the woods, from
the infults of the king’s retinne. Henry prohibited
thofe enormities, and punithed the perfons guilty of
them by cutting off their hands, legs, or orher mem.
bers®.  But the prerogative was perpetual ; the re-
medy applied by Henry was temporary ; and the
violenee itfelf of this remedy, fo far from giving fe!
curity to the people, was on%ly a proof of the ferocity
of the government, and threatened a quick return of
like abufes.

One great and difficult objet of the king’s pru-
dence was, the guarding againft the encroachments
of the court of Rome, and proteéting the liberties
of the church of England. The pope, in the year
1101, had fent Guy, archbithop of Vienne, as le-
fate into Britain; and though he was the firft that
or many years had appeared there in that chara&ter,
and his commiflion gave general furptife ‘, the king,
who was then in the commencement of his reign,

4Fadmer, p. 94, Chron, Sax.p. 213,  * Eadmer, p 94
t Ibid, p. 58,

and
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and was involved in many difficulties, was obliged to
fubmit to this encroachment on hisauthority. But.
in the year 1116, Anfelm abbot of St. Sabas, who
was coming over with a like legamting copmiffion,
was prohibited from entering the kingdom®; and
pope Calixtus, who in his turn was then'labouring
under many difficulties, by reafon of the pretenfions
of Gregory, an antipope, was obliged to promife,
that he never would for the future, except when fo.
licited by the king himfelf, feud any legate into Eng-
land *. Notwith{tanding this engagement, the pope,
as foon as he had fupprefled his antagonifty granted
the cardinal de Crema a legantine commiffion over
that kingdom ; and the king, who, by reafon ‘of his
nephew’s intrigues, and invafions, found himfelf at
that time in a dangerous fituation, was obliged to
fubmit to the exercife of this commiffion’. A fynod
was called by the legate at London ; where, among
other canons, a vote paffed, enating fevere penalties

on the marriages of the clergy*. The cardinal,.

in a, public harangue, declared it to be an unpar-
donable enormity, that a prieft thould dare to confe-
‘crate and touch the hody of Chrift immediately after
he had rifen from the fide of a {trumpet : For that
was the decent appielliagionwhich he gave fo the wives
of the clergy.  But it happened, that the very next
night the officers of juftice, breaking into a difor-
derly houfe, found the cardinal in bed with a'cour-
tezap' 3 an incident which threw fuch ridicule upon

‘him, that he immediately flale ont of the kingdom :
The [ynod broke up; and the canons agamnit the
marriage of clergymen were worle executed than
ever - ‘ B

. € Hoveden, p. 474 - * " Eadmer, p.125. 137,138
_{Chmn‘.‘Sg:?, 37 g.zg...,; .+ * Spelm, Conc. vol, it p_.qsg:.
THoveden, p. 473, M. Parjs, p.48.  Matth.Wetl. adann,

1145, “H. Huntingdon, p. 382, It is rema:rkahlle!~ that this

' Yaft writer, who was’a clergyman as well as the others, makeian
apology for ufing fuch freedom with the fathers of the ghurch;

‘But fays, that the fadk was noterivusg, 'and cught notto “be' done

. Geafed, . @ Chron. Sax. p. 234+
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Hewry, in order to prevent this alternae revo-
lution of conceflions and encroachments, fent Wil-
liam, then archbithop of Canterbury, to remonttrate
with the court of Rome againft thafe abufes, and to
affert the liberties of the Englifh church. It was a
ufual maxim with everypope, when he found that he
could not prevail in any pretenfion, to grant princes
or ftates a power which they had always exeicifed, to
refume at a proper junflure the claim which {eemed
to be refigned, and to pretend that the civil magi-
ftrate had pofleffed the authority only from a fpecial
indulgence of the Roman Pontiff.  After this man-
ner, the pope, finding that the French nation would
not admit his_claim of granting inveftitures, had

vafled a bull, giving the king that authority; and
}w now praétifed a like invention to elude the com-
plaints of the king of Iingland. He made the arch-
bifhop of Canterbury his legate, renewed his com-
miffion from time to time, and flill pretended that
the rights which that prelate had ever exercifed as
metropolitan, were entirely derived from the indul.

ence of the apoftolic fee. The Inglith princes, and

enry in particular, who were glad to avoid any
immediate contelt of fo dangerous a nature, com-
monly acquiefced by their filence in thele pretenfions
of the court of Rome *.

As every thing in England remained in tranquil-
lity, Henry took the opportnnity of paying a vifit
to Normandy, to which he was invited as well by his
affe&tion for that country, as by his tendernefs for
his daughter the emprels Matilda, who was always
his favourite. Some time afier, that princels was
delivered of a fon, who received the name of Henry;
and the king, farther to enfure her fucceflion,
made all the nobility of England and Normandy
renew the oath of fealty, which they had already
fworn to her”.  The joy of this event, and the fa-

¥ See note [N at the end of the volume. »W.Malm, p. 177,
. T tigfaltion

t
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tisfation which he reaped from his daughter’s com.
pany, who bore lucceflively two other fons, made
his refidence int Normandy very agreeable to him °;
and he feemed determined to pafs the remainder of
his days in that country; when an incurfion of the
‘Welfh obliged him to think of returning-into Eng-
land. He was preparing for the journey, but was
feized with a fudden illnefs at St.Dennis le For-
ment, from eating too plentifully of lampreys, a
food which always agreed better with his palate than
his conftitution®.” e died in 'the fixty-feventh
year of his age, and the thirty-fifth of his reign;
leaving by will his daughter Matilda heir of all his
-dominions, without making any mention of her
hufband Geoffrey, who had given him feveral caufes
of difplealure . ' '

‘Trrs prince was one of the moft accomplithed
that has filled the Englith throne, and pofieffed all
the great qualities both of bedy and mind, natural
and acquired, which could fit him for the high fta-
tion to which he attained. His perfon was manly,
his.countenance engaging, his eyes clear, ferene,
and penetrating. The affability of his addrefs en-
couraged thofe who might be overawed by the fenfe
‘of his dignity or of his wifldom; and though he
.often indulged-his facetious humour, he knew how
to temper it with ‘difcretion, and ever kept ata dif-
tance from all indecent familiarities with his' cour.
‘tiers, His fuperior eloquence and judgmént would
have given him an -afcendant, even 'had he been
born in 2 ptivate {tation ; "and his perfonal bravery
'would havé protured him refpe, though it had
been lefs fupported by art and policy. By his great
progrefs in literature, he acquired the flame- of
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Beau-clerk, or the {cholar: But his application to -

.thofe fedentary purfuits abated nothing of the aéH-
~vity and vigilance of his government ; and though

' oH., Hunt.’p. 385, - ? H. Hont. p. 385, M Pais, p. 50-
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¢ u A P, the learning of that age was better fitted to corrupt
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than improve the underflanding, his natural good
fenfe preferved itfelf untainted, both from the pe-
dantry and fuperflition which were then fo preva.
lent among men of letters. His temper was ful-
ceptible of the fentiments as well of friendfhip as
of refentment®s and his ambition, though high,
might be deemed moderate and realonable, had not
his condud towards his brother and nephew fhowed
that he was too much difpofed to facrifice to it all
the maxims of juflice and equity. But the total
incapacity of Robert for government afforded his
younger brother a reafon or pretence for feizing the
iceptre both of England and Normandy ; and when
violence and ulurpation are once begun, neceffity
obliges a prince to continue in the fame criminal
courfe, and engages him in meafures which his bet-
ter judgment and founder principles would other.
wife have induced him to rejeft with warmth and
indignation.

Kine Henry was much addicted to women 3 and
hiftorians mention no lefs than feven illegitimate
fons and fix daughters born to him* Hunting
was alfo one of hig favourite amufements ; and he
exereifed great rigour againft thofe who encroached
on the royal forefts, which were augmented during
his reign, thdugh their number and extent were
already too great. To kill a flag was as criminal
as to murder a man: He made all the dogs be
mutilated which were kept on the borders of his
forefts: And he fometimes deprived his fubjets of
the liberty of hunting on their own lands, or even
cutting their own woods. In other refpects he exze-
cuted jaftice, and that with rigour ; the beft maxim
which a ptince in that age cauld follow. Stealing
was firlt made capital in this reign *: Falfe coining,

Qrder, Vital, p. Boss * Gul, Gemet. lib, 8, cap. 29+

*'W. Mplm. p. 179, Sim. Dunelm, p. 231. Brompton,
p. 1000, Flor. Wigom. p»653. Hoveden, pi 471
: which
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which was then a very common crime, and bycH aPr.

which the money had been extremely debafed, was
feverely punifhed by Henry ¥. Near fifty criminalg
of this kind were at one time hanged or mutilated;
and though thefe punifhments feem to have been
exercifed in a manner fomewhat arbitrary, they
were grateful to the people, more attentive to pre-
fentadvantages than jealous of general laws. There
is a code which pafles under the name of Henry I,
but the beft antquaries have agreed to think it
fpurious. It is however a very ancient compilation,
and may be ufeful to inftrut us in the manners and
cuftoms of the times, We learn from it, that a
great diftin€tion was then made between the Englifh
and Normans, much to the advantage of the lat-
ter *. The deadly feuds, and theliberty of private
revenge, which had been avowed by the Saxon
laws, were ftill continued, and were not yet wholly
illegal 7. ’ '

Awmovnc the laws granted on the king’s accel-
fion, it is remarkable that the re.union of the civil
and ecclefiaftical courts, as in the Saxon times, was
enafted*. But this law, like the articles of his
charter, remained without effect, probably from the
appofition of archbifhop Anfelm.

Hinny, on his aceeflion, granted a charter to
Tondon, which feems to have been the firft flep
towards rendering that city a corporation. By this
charter the city was empowered to keep the farm
of Middlefex at three hundred pounds a year, to
elett its own fheriff and jufticiary, and to hold pleas
of the crown; and it was exempted from [cot,
Danegelt, trials by combat, and lodging the king’s
retinue, Thele, with a confirmation of the privi«
leges of their court of huftings, wardmotes, and

¥ Sim, Dunelm. p. 231. Brompton, p. 1000. Hoveden,
pe 471, Annal. Waverl, p. 149. * LL. Hen. 1. § 18. 75,
¥ LL. Hen. § 82. % Spelm. p. 305, Plackilone,
vol. iil, p. 63. Cuke, 2 Inft. 70.
common
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common halls, and their liberty of hunting in
Middlefex and Surrey, are the chief articles of this
charter*,

It is faid * that this prince from indulgence to
his tenants, changed the rents of his demefnes,
which were formerly paid in kind, into money,
which was more eafily remitted to the exchequer.
But the great fcarcity of coin would render that
commutation difficult to be executed, while at the
fame time provifions could not be fent to a diftant
quarter of the kingdom. This affords a probable
reafon why the ancient kings of England fo fre.
quently changed their place of abode : They carried
their court from one place to another, that they
might confume upon the {pot the revenue of their
feveral demefnes.

s Lambardi Archaionomia ex edit. Twilden, Wilkins,p. 234
® Digl, de Scaccario, lib. 1. cap. 7.
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HAeeeffion of Stephen———War with Scotland——1In.
Jurredtion in favour of Matilda——>Stephen taken
prifoner— - Matilda crowned——Stephen releafed
w—~—Reftared to the crown———Continuation of the
¢civil wars——Compromife betwwen the king and
prince Henry——Death of the king.

N the progrefs and fettlement of the feudal law,
Ithe male fucceflion . to fiefs had taken place
fome time before the female was admitted; and
eftates being confidered as military benefices, not
as property, were tran{mitted to fuch only as could
ferve in the armies, and perform in perfon the con.
ditions upon which they were originally granted.
But when the continuance of rights, during fome
generations, in the fame family, had in a great
meafure obliterated the primitive idea, the females
were gradually admitted to the poffeffion of feudal
property ; and the fame revolution of principles
which procured them the inheritance of private
eftates, naturally introduced their facceflion to go-
vernment and authority. The failure, therefore,
of male heirs to the kingdom of England and
dutchy of Normandy, feemed to leave the fuccel~
fion open, without a rival, to the emprefs Marilda ;
and as Henry had made all his vaffals in bath ftates
fwear fealty to her, he prefuméd that they would
not eafily be induced to depart at once from her
hereditary right, and from their own reiterated
oathsand engagements. But the irregular manner
in which he himfelf had acquired the crown, might
have inftrudtéd him, that neither his Norman nor

a Englith
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c u A P, nglith fubjects were as yet capable of adhering to
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a {tri€¥ rule of govermment 3 and as cvery precedent
of this kind feems to give authority to new ufurpa.
tions, he had reafon to dread, cven from his own
family, fome invafion of his daughter’s title, which
he had taken fuch pains to eftablith.

AprLa, daughter of William the Conqueror,
had been married 10 Stephen count of Blois, and
had brought him feveral fons, among whom Ste-
phen and Henry, the two youngefl, had been in-
aited over to England by the late king, and had
received great honours, riches, and preferment,
from the zealous friendthip which that prince bore
to every one that had been fo fortunate as to ac-
quire his favour and good opinion. Ienry, who
had betaken himlelf to the ecclefiaflical profeflion,
was created abbot of Glaftcubury and bithop of
‘Winchefter ; and though thefe dignities were con-
fiderable, Stephen had, from his uncle’s liberality,
attained eftablifhments ftill more folid and durable®.
The king bad married him to Matilda, who was
daughter and heir of Euftace count of Boulogne,
and who brought him, befides that feudal fove.
reignty in France, an irpmenfe property in Eng-
land, which in the diftribution of lands had been
conferred by the Conqueror on the family of Bou-
logne. Stephen alfo by this marriage acquired a
new connexion with the royal family of England
as Mary his wife’s mother, was fifter to David the
reigning king of Scotland, and to Matilda, the firft
wite of Henry, and mother of the emprefs. The
king, ftill imagining that he ftrengthened the in-
terells of his family by the aggrandizement of Ste.
phen, took pleafure in enriching him by the grant
of new pofleflions ; and he conferred on him the
great eftate forfeited by Robert Mallet in England,
and that forfeited by the earl of Mortaigne in Nor-

* Gul, Neubr. pr 360,  Biompton, 9. 1023
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mandy. Stephen, in rcturn, profefled great at- ¢ w a v

tachment to his uncle; and appeared fo zealous for
the fucceffion of Matilda, that, when the barons
fwore fealty to that princefs, he contended with Ro-
bert earl of Gloucefter, the king’s natural fou,
who fhould fift be admitted to give her this tefti-
mony of devoted zeal and fidelity ®. Meanwhile
he continued to cultivate, by every arf of popu-
larity, the friendfhip of the Englifh nation; and
many virtues with which he feemed to be endowed,
favoured the fuccefs of his intentions. By his bra-
very, adivity, and vigour, he acquired the eflcem of
the barons : By his generofity, and by an affable and
familiar addrefs, unufual in that age amonyg men of
his high quality, he obtained the affe@tions of the
people, particularly of the Londoners ©. And though
he dared not to take any fleps towards his farther
grandeur, left he fhould expofe himfelf to the jealouly
of fo penetrating a prince as Henry 3 he fuull hoped
that, by accumulating riches and power, and by acs
quiting popularity, he might in time be able to open
his way to the throne.

No fooner had Henry breathed his lafl than Ste»
phen, infenfible to all the ties of gratitude and fide-
lity, and blind to danger, gave full reins to his cri-
minal ambition, and trufted that, eveu without any
previous intrigue, the celerity of his enterprife, and
the boldnefs of his attempt, might overcome the
weak atrachment which the Englifh and Normans
in that age bore to the laws and to the rights of their
fovereign. He hafteped over to England; and
though the citizens of Dover, and thofe of Canter-
bury, apprifed of his purpofe, fhuu their gates againfl
him, he ftopped not till he arrived at London, where
fome of the lower rank, inftigated by his emiffaries,
as well as moved by his general populaiity, imme-
diately faluted him king. His next point was to ac-

> W, Malm. R 192, ©lbid.p. 195, Gel Stepha po g8
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quire the good-will of the clergy ; and by petform..
ing the ceremony of his coronation, to put himfelf
in pofleffion of the throne, from which he was con.
fident it would not be eafy afterwards to expel him.
His brother, the bithop of Wincheflet, was ufeful
to him in thefe capital articles: Having gained
Roger bifhop of Salifbury, who, though he owed a
great fortune and advancement to the favour of the
late king, preferved no fenfe of gratitude to that
prince’s family; he applied, in conjun&tion with
that prelate, to William archbithop of Canterbury,
and required him in virtue of his office, to give the
royal unction to Stephen. The primate, who, as
all the others, bad {worn fealty to Matilda, refufed
to perform this ceremony; but his oppofition was
overcome by an expedient equally difhonourable
with the other fteps by which this revolution was
effefted. Hugh Bigod, fteward of the houlehold,
made oath before the primate, that the late king on
his death-bed had fhown a diflatisfadtion with his
daughter Matilda, and had exprefled his intention
of leaving the count of Boulogne heir to all his do-
minions ¢, William, either believing, or feigning to
believe, Bigod’s teftimony, anointed Stephen, and
put the crown upon his head ; and from this reli-
gious ceremony that prince, without any fthadow
either of hereditary title or confent of the nobility
or people, was allowed ta proceed to the exercile
of fovereign authority. Very few barons attended
his coronation®; but none oppoled his nfurpation,
however unjuft or flagrant. The fentiment of re-
ligion, which, if corrupted into fuperftition, has
often little efficacy in fortifying the duties of civil
fociety, was not affeted by the multiplied oaths
taken in favour of Matilda, and only rendered the
people obedient to a prince who was countenanced

4 Matt. Paris, p. 51. Diceto, p. 5¢5.  Chron. Dunft. p. 25-
¢ Brompton, p. 1023,
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by the clergy, and who had received from the pri- € H AP,

mate the right of royal untion and confecration’.
StrpiEN, that he might farther fecure his tot-
tering throne, pafled a charter, in which he made li-
beral promifes to all orders of men; to the clergy,
that he would fpeedily fill all vacant benefices, and
would never levy the rents of any of them during
the vacancy ; to the nobility, that he would reduce
the royal forefts to their ancient boundaries, and cor-
reét all encroachments ; and to the people, that he
would remit the tax of Danegelt, and reftorethe laws
of king Edward®. The late king bad a great trea-
fure at Winchefter,amounting to 2 hundred thoufand
pounds : and Stephen, by feizing this money, im-
mediately turned againft Henry’s family the precau-
tion which that prince had employed for their gran-
deur and fecurity : An event which naturally attends
the policy of amaffing treafures. By means of this
money the ufurper infured the compliance, though
not the attachment, of the principal clergy and no-
bility ; but not trufting to this frail fecurity, he in-
vited over from the continent, particularly from Bri-
tanmy and Flanders, great numbers of thofe bravoes
or diforderly foldiers, with whom every country in
Europe, by reafon of the general ill police and tur-
bulent government, extremely abounded® Thefe
mercenary troops guarded his throne by the terrors
of the fword; and Stephen, that he might alfo over-
awe all malconténts by new and additional terrors of
religion, procured a bull from Rome, which ratified
his title, and which the pope, feeing this prince in
pofieflion of the throne, and pleafed with an appeal
to his authority in fecular controverfies, very readily
granted him !, .

f Such firefs was formerdy laid on the rite of coronation, that
the monkifh writers never give any prince the title of king till he
is crowned ; though he had for fome time beenin pofleifion of
the crown, and exercifed all the powers of lovereignty.

¢ W. Malm. p. 179. Hoveden, p. 482. £ W. Malm.
P 179, ! Hagulftad, p. 259.313.
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Matinpa, and her huiband Geofirey, were ag
unfortunate in Normandy as they had been in Eng-
land, 'T'he Norman nobility, moved by an here.
ditary animofity againfl the Angevius, firlt applied
to Theobald count of Blois, Stepben’s elder brother,
for protetion and afliftance ; but hearing afterwards
that Stephen had got pofleflion of the Englith crown,
and having many of them the fame reafons as for-
merly for defiring a continuance of their union with
that kingdom, they transferred their allegiance to
Stephen, and put him in pofleflion of their govern-
ment, Lewis the younger, the reigning king of
France, accepted the homage of Euftace, Stephen’s
eldeflt fon, for the dutchy; and the more to corro-
borate his connexions with that family, he betrothed
his fitter Conftantia to the young prince. The
count of Blois refigned all his pretenfions, and re.
ceived in lieu of them an annual penfion of two
thoufand marks ; and Geoffrey himfelf was obliged
to conclude a truce for two years with Stephen, on
condition of the king's paying him, during that
time, a penfion of five thoufand*. Stephen, who
had takena journey to Normandy, finifhed all thefe
tranfaétions in perfon, and foon after returned to
England.

RozerT earl of Gloucefler, natural fon of the
late king, was & man of honour and abilities ; and
as he was much attached to the interefts of his filter
Matilda, and zealous for the lingal fucceffion, it
was chiefly from his intrigues and refiftance that
the king had reafon to dread a new revolution of
government. 'This nobleman, who was in Nor-
mandy when he received intelligence of Stephen’s
acceflron, found himfelf much embarraflfed con-
cerning the meafures which he fhould purfue in that
difficult emergency. To fwear allegiance to the
ufurper appeared to him dithonourable, and a

k M. Paris, p. 52.
breach
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breach of his oath to Matilda: To refufe giving cw ap,
this pledge of his fidelity, was to banillh himfelf Vit

from Engsland, and be totally incapacitated from ..z
[erving the royal family, or contributing to their
reftoration'. Tle offered Stephen to do him ho-
mage, and to take the oath of fealty ; but with an
exprefs condition that the king thould maintain all
his ftipulations, and thould never invade any of
Robert’s rights or dignitics : And Stephen, though
fenfible that this reflerve, fo unufual in itfelf, and fo
unbefitting the duty ofa (ubje@, was meant only to
afford Robert a pretence for a revolt on the firft fa-
vourable opportunity, was obliged, by the nume-
rous friends and retainers of that nobleman, to re-
ceive him on thofe .terns ™. The clergy, who
could fcarcely at this time be decmed fubjeés to
the crown, imitated that dangerous example: They
annexed to their oaths of allegiance this condition,
that they were only bound fo long as the king de-
fended the ecclefiaftical liberties, and fupported the
difcipline of the church ®.  The barons, in return
for their fubmiflion, exa&ed terms {till more de-
ftruétive of public peace, as well as of royal au.
thority : Many of them required the right of forti-
fying their caftles, and of putting themfelves in a
pofture of defence ; and the king found himfelf to-
tally unable to refufe his confent to this exorbitant
demand . All England was immediately filled with
thofe fortreffes, which the noblemen garrifoned
either with their vaflals, or with licentious foldiers,
who flocked to them from all quarters. Unbounded
rapine was exercifed upon the people for the main.
tenance of thele troops: and private animofities,
which had with difliculty been reftrained by law,
now breaking out without controul, 1endered Eng-.
land a fcene of uninterrupted violence and devafta.
tion. Wars between the nubles were caried on

1136.
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with the utmoll fury in every quarter ; the barond
even affumed the right of coining money, and of
exercifing, withoutappeal, every a&t of jurifdiétion®;
and the inferior gentry, as well as the people, find-
ing no defence fromn the laws during this total diffo-
lution of fovereign authority, were obliged, for their
immediate fafety, 1o pay court to fome m:ighbouring
chieftain, and to purchafe his protetion, both by
fubmitting to his exaftions, and by affifting him in
his rapine upon others. The creion of one caftle
proved the immediate caule of building many
others ; and even thofe who obrained not the king’s
permiffion, thought that they were entitled, by the
great principle of felf-prefervation, to put themlelveg
on an equal footing with their neighbours, who com.
monly were allo their enemies and rivals. The ari.
ftocratical power, which is ufually fo oppreflive in
the feudal governments, had now rifen to its utmoft
height during the reign of a prince who, though
endowed with vigour and abilities, had ufurped the
throne without the pretence of a title, and who was
neccflitated to tolerate in others the fame violence
to which he himfelf had been beholden for his
{overeignty.

BuT Stephen was not of a difpofition to fubmit
long to thefe ufurpations, without making fome
eflort for the recovery of royal authority. Finding
that the legal prerogatives of the crown were re-
fifted and abridged, he was al{o tempted to make
his power the fole meaflure of his conduét; and to
violate all thofe conceflions which he himfelf had
made on his acceffion %, as well as the ancient pri-
vileges of his fubje@ls, The mercenary [oldiers,
who chiefly fupported his authority, having ex-
hanfted the royal treafure, fubfifled by depreda-
tions 3 and every place was filled with the beft
srounded complaints againlt the government. The

P Triver, p.1g9. Cul. Neub. p, 372, Chron. Heming.
p- a87. Drompton, p. 1035, |
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earl of Gloucefter. having now fettled with his ¢ a o,
friends the plan of an infurreion, retired beyond . VY-
fea, fent the Ling a defiance, folemnly renounced
his allegiance, and upbraided him with the brezch
of thole conditions which had been annexed to the
oath of fealty {fwoin by that nobleman®. David, 1.z
king of Scotland, appeared at the head of an army gy
in defence of his niece’s title, and penetrating into
Yorkfhire, committed the mofl barbarous devafta-
tions on that country. The fary of his maffacres
and ravages enraged the northern nobility, who
might otherwife have been inclined to join him;
and William ear] of Albemarle, Robert de Ferrers,
William Piercy, Robert de Brus, Roger Moubray,
Ilbert Lacey, Walter I'Efpec, powerful barons in
thofc paits, affembléd an army, with which they
encamped at North-Allerton, and awaited the ar-
rival of the enemy. A great battle was here fought, .21 a-,
called the battle of the Standard, from a high cru- i
cifix, ereted by the Englith on a waggon, and
carried along with the army as a military enfign.
The king of Scots was defeated, and he himfelf, as
well as his fon Henry, narrowly efcaped falling into
the hands of the Englith. This fuccefs overawed
the malcontents in England, and might have given
fome {ftability to Stephen’s throne, had he not been
fo elated with profperity as to engage in a contro-
verfy with the clergy, who were at that time an
overmarch for any monarch.
THoucH the great power of the church in an-
cient times weakened the authority of the crown,
and interrupted the courfe of the laws, it may be
doubited whether, in ages of fuch violence and outs
rafe, it was not rather advantageous that {fome lis
mits were fet to the power of the fword, both in
thg hands of the prince and nobles, and that men
were'taught to pay regard to fome principles and

F
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privileges. The chicl misfortune was, that the pre.
lates on fome occafions acted entircly as barons,
employed military poner againft their fovereign or
their neighbours, and thereby often encreafed thofe
diforders which it was their duty to 1eprefs. The
bithop of Salifbwy, in imitation of the nobility,
had built two fliong cafiles, one at Sherborne, an-
other at the Devizes, and had laid the foundations
of a third at Malmefbury: FHis nephew Alexander,
bithop of Lincoln, had ere&ted a fortiefs at News
ark: And Stephen, who was now fenfible from
expetience of the milchiefs attending thefe muld.
plied citadels, refolved to begin with deflioying
thofe of the clergy, who by thdr {un®tion feemed
lefs entitled than the barons to fuch military fecumia
ties’. Making pretence of a fray which had arifen
in comt between the 1etinue of the bithop of Salif-
bury and that of the earl of Britanny, he fcized both
that prelate anid the bifhop of Lincoln, threw them
into prifon, and obliged them by menaces to deliver
up thole places of ftiength which they had lately
ereted*.

Hrwry bifhop of Winchefler, the king’s bio.
ther, being armed with a legantine commiffion,
now conceived himfelf to be an ecclefiaftiq al fove.
1eign no lefs powerful than thecivil ; and fokgetting
the ties of blood which conne&ed him wkith the
king, he refolved to vindicate the clericaq] privi-
leges, which he pretended were hete opendy vio-
lated. He affembled a fynod at Weftminfter,'yand
there complained of the impiety of Stephen’s niga-
fures, who had employed violence againft the dig-
nitaries of the church, and had not awaited the fen-
tence of a fpiritual court, by which alone, he af-
firmed, they could lawfully be nied and condemned,
if their condu, had anywife merited cenfure or pus
nifbment *. The fynod ventured to fend a fymmons

* Gul. Neuber. p. 362, * Chron. Sax. p. 238,
W‘ LI;\lmt‘f. Pl 181‘ L} W. Mdlmn Pl 1S2.
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to the king, charging him to appear before them,
and to juftify his meafures" ; and Stephen, inftead
of refenting this indignity, fent Aubrey de Vere to
plead his caufe before that affembly. De Vere ac-
cufed the two prelates of treafon and fedition 5 but
the fynod refufed to try the caufe, or examine their
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conduét, till thofe caftles, of which they had been .

difpoflefled, were previouily reftored to them*, The
bithop of Salifbury dectared that he would appeal to
the pope ; and had not Stephen and his partifans em-
ployed menaces, and even fhewn a difpofition of
executing violence by the hands of the foldiery,
affairs had inftantly come to extremity between the
crown and the mitre”’.

Wiire this quarrel, joined to fo many other
grievances, encreafed the difcontents among the
people, the emprefls, invited by the opportunity,
and fecretly encouraged by the legate himfelf,
landed in England, with Robert ear) of Gloncelter,
and a retinue of a hundred and forty knights. She
fixed her refidence at Arundel caltle, whole gates
were opened to her by Adelais the queen-dowager,
now married to William de Albini earl of Suffex;
and the excited by meflengers her partifans to take
arms in every county of England. Adelais, who
had expelted that her dayghter-in-law would have
invaded the kingdom with a much greater force,
became apprehenfive of danger ; and Matilda, to
eafe her of her fears, removed firlt to ' Briftol,
which belonged to her brother Rabert, thence ta
Gloucefter, where fhe remained under the protec.
- tion of Milo, a gallant nobleman in thofe parts,
who had embraced her caufe. Soon after Geoffrey
Talbot, William Mohun,. Ralph Lovel, William
Fitz-John, William Fitz-Alan, Paganell, and many
other barons, declared for her ; and her party, which

. YW, Malm, p. 182, M. Paris, p. 53 YW Malm, p 133'.
¥ Ihid, P ' 53 ' p;
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¢ 1 AT was generally favoured in the kingdom, {ecmed every
.~ (ay to gain ground upon that of her antagonift,

1130

WeRE we to relate all the military events tranf-
mitted to us by contemporary and authentic hifto-
rians, it would be eafly to {well our accounts of this
reign into a large volume : But thofe incidents, fo
little memorable in themfelves, and fo confufed
both in time and place, could afford neither inftruc.
tion nor entertainment to the reader. It fuffices to
{ay that the war was fpread into every quarter;
and that thofe turbulent barons, who had already
thaken off, in a great meafure, the reftraint of go-
vernment, having now obtained the pretence of a
public caufe, carried on their devaftations with re.
doubled fury, exercifed implacable vengeance on
each other, and fet no bounds to their oppreflions
over the people. The caflles of the nobility were
become receptacles of licenfed robbers; who, fally-
ing forth day and night, committed fpoil on the
open country, on the villages, and even on the
cities ; put the captives to torture, in order to make
them reveal their treafures; fold their perlons to
flavery ; and fet fire to their houfes, after they had
pillaged them of every thing valuable. The fierce.
nefe of their difpofition, leading them to commit
wanton deftrution, fruftrated their rapacity of its
purpofe ; and the poverty and perfons even of the
ccclefiattics, generally fo much revered, were at laft,
from neceffity, expofed to the fame outrage which
had laid wafte the reft of the kingdom. "The land
was left untilled; the inftruments of hufbandry were
deftroyed or abandoned; and a grievous famine,
the natural refult of thofe diforders, affetted equally
both parties, and reduced the fpoilers, as well as the
defencelefs people, to the moll extreme want and
indigence *,

* ghgon. Sax. p.238. W, Malmef, p. 185, Gefk. Steph,
9. Q0L ’
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Artrr {everal fruitlefs negociations and trcaties of ¢ H a P

peace, which never interrupted thefe deftrutive ho-
{tilities, there happened at laft an event, which
feemed to promife fome end of the public calami-
ties. Ralph, carl of Chefler, and his hall-brother
William de Roumara, partifans of Matilda, had
furprifed the caltle of Lincoln; but the citizens,
who were better affefted to Stephen, having invited
him to their aid, that prince laid clofe fiege to the
caftle, in hopes of foon rendering himfelf malter of
the place, either by aflault or by {famine, The carl
of Gloucefter haftened with an ariny to the relief of
his friends ; and Stephen, informed of his approach,
took the field with a refolution of giving him battle,
Afier a violent thock, the two wings of the royalifts
were put to flight : and Stephen himfelf, furrounded
by the enemy, was at laft, after exerting great ef-
forts of valour, borne down by numbers, and taken
prifoner.  Tle was condufied to Gloucefter; and
though at firll treated with humanity, was foon
after, on fome fulpicion, thrown into prifon, and
loaded with irons,

STEPHEN’S party was entirely broken by the cap-
tivity of their leader, and the barons came in daily
{from all quarfers, and did homage to Matilda.
The princefs, however, amidlt all her profperity,
knew that fhe was not fecure of fuccels, unlefs fhe
counld gainthe confidence of the clergy ; and as the
conduét of the legate had been of late very ambi-
guous, and fhowed his intentions to have rather
aimed at humbling his brother, than rotally ruining
him, fhe employed every endeavour to fix him in
her interefts. She held a conference with him in
an open plain near Winchefter ; where fhe pro-
mifed upon oath, that if he would acknowledge her
for fovereign, would recognife her title as the fole
defcendant of the late king, and would again {ub-
mit to the allegiance which he, as well as the reft
of the kingdom, had fivorn to her, he fhould in
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¢ H AP returt be entiie mafler of the adminiftration, and
\ o in particular {hould, at his pleafne, difpofe of al] vas

1L

M (ilda
crowntd,

cant bifhoprics and abbies.  Farl Robeit, her bro-
tlier, Biian Fuz-Count, Milo of Gloucefler,and other
great men, became guarantees for her obferving
thefe enpaguments * 5 and the prelate was at laft ip.
Juced to promife her allegiance, but that flill bur.
dened with the eaprels condition, that fhe fhould on
Ther part foulfil her promifes. Yle then condutted her
to Winchefier, led herin proceflion to the cathedral,
and with grest folemnity, in the prefence of many
bifhops and abbots, denounced curfes againft all
thofe who curled her, poutced out blefiings on thofe
who blefled her, @anted abfolution to fuch as ware
obedient to her, and excommunicated fuch as weye
rebellious ®.  Theobald archbifhop of Canterbuiy
foon after came alfo to court, and {wore allegiance
to the emprefs ©.

Ma1iLna, that the might farther enfure the at-
tachment of the clergy, was willing to receive the
crown from their hands ; and inflead of affembling
the ftates of the kingdom, the meafure which the
conftitution, had it been either fixed or regarded,
feemed neceflarily to require, the was content, that
the legate fhould affemble an ecclefiaflical fynod,
and that her title to the throne fhould there be ac-
knowledged. The legate, addreffing himfelf to the
affembly, told them, in the abfence of the em-
prefs, Stephen his brother had been permitted 1o
reign, and previoufly to his afcending the throne,
had feduced them by many fair promifes of hohour-
ing and exalting the church, of maintaining the
laws, and of reforming all abufes : That it grieved
him to opferve how much that prince had in every
particular been wanting to his engagements ; public
peace was interrupted, crimes were daily committed
with impunity, bithops were thrown into prifon and

= W. Malm. p. 187. b Chron. Sax. p. 242. Contin,
¥low. Wig. py 676 ¢ W. Malmef, p, 187.

- forced



STEDIPHTE N.

363

forced to {urrender their pofleflions, abbies were put © B A .

to fale, churches were pillaged, and the moft enor-
mous diforders prevailed, in the adminiftration :
"That he himfelf, in order to procure a redrefs of
thefe grievances, had formerly fummoned the king
before a council of bithops ; but inftead of inducing
him to amend his condué&, had rather offended
him by that expedient: That, how much foever
mifyruided, that prince was ftill his brother, and the
objet of his affetions ; but his interefts, however,
muft be regarded as fubordinate to thofe of their
heavenly Fatlier, who had now rejefted him, and
thrown him into the hands of his enemies : That
it principally belonged to the clergy to elet and or-
dain kings ; he had fumnoned them together for
that purpoofe ; and having invoked the divine affift-
ance, he now pronounced Matilda the only defcend-
ant of Henry, their late fovereign, queen of Eng-
land. The whole aflembly by their acclamations
ar filence, gave, or feemed to give, their affent to
this declaration .

Tre only laymen fummoned to this council,
which decided the fate of the crown, were the Lon-
doners ; and even thefe were required not to give
their opinion, but to fubmit to the decrees of the
fynod. The deputies of London, however, were
not fo paflive: They infifted that their king fhould
be delivered from prifon ; but were told by the le~
gate, that it became not the Londoners, who were
regarded as noblemen in England, to take part
with thofe barons, who had bafely forfaken their
lord in battle, and who had treated the holy church
with contumely®: It is with reafon that the citi.
zeng of London aflumed fo much authosity, if it
be true, what is related by Fitz-Stephen, a con-

4 W, Malmel. p. 188. This author, a judicious man, way
prefent, and fays, that he was very attentive to what pafled.

This fpeech, therefore, may be rugarded as entirely genuive.
¢'W. Malmef. p. 188,
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temporary author, that that city could at this tims
bring into the ficld no lefs than 80,000 combatants’,

Lowpox, notwithftanding its great power, and
its attachient to Steplicn, was at lengih obliged to
Fubmit to Matilda ; and her authority, by the pru.
dent conduét of carl Robdrt, fecred to be efta-
blifhed over the whole kingdomn: But affairs re-
mained not long in this firvation. ‘That princefs,
belides the difadvantages of her fex, which weak-
ened her influence over a turbulent and wartial
people, was of a paliionate, imperious [pirit, and
knew not how to temper with affability the harth-
nefs of a refufal.  Steplien’s queen, feconded by
many of the nobility, petivioned for the liberty of
her hufband ; and offered that, on this condinon,
he {hould renounce the crown, and retire into a
convent.  The lerate defired that prince Euftace,
his nephew, might inherit Boulogne and the other
patrimonial eftates of his father £ The Londoners
applied for the cltablithment of king Ldward’s
laws, inftead of thofe of king Henry, which, they
faid, were gricvous and opprefiive *.  All thele pe-
titions were rejected in the moft haughty and pe-
remptory manner.

Tnz legate, who had probably never been fin-
cere in his compliance with Matilda’s government,
availed himfell of the ill-humour excited by this
impcrious conduct, and fecretly inftigated the Lon-
doners toa revolt. A confpiracy was entered into

fP. 4. Were thizaccount to be depended on, London muft at
that'time have coutained near 400,000 inhabitants, which is
ghoe double the number it contained at the death of gueen
Elizabeth,  But thefe loofe caleulations, or rather gueffes, fde-
furve very little eredit,  Peter of Blois, a contemporary writer,
and a man‘of fenfe, fays thore were then only forty thoufand in-
habitants in London, which is much more likely. See Epiftars1,
What Fitz-stephen fays of the prodigious riches, {plendour,
2ud cqmmcree of Eondon, proves only the great poverty. of the
othey towns of the kingdom, and indeedtof all the northern
parts of Europe. o
& Brompton, p. 1031. b Contin, Flar. Wig. p, 677.
{ervue, p, 1353, S
. t{o
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to feize the perfon of the emprefls ; and fhe faved
herfelf from the danger by a precipitate retreat.
She fled to Oxford: Soon after the went to Win-
chefter ; whither the legate, defirous to fave appear-
ances, and watching the opportunity to ruin her
caufle, had retired. But having aflembled all his
retainers, he openly joined his torce to that of the
Londoners, and to Stephen’s mercenary troops,
who had not yet evacuated the kingdom ; and he
befieged Matilda in Winchetler. "The princefs,
being hard prefled by famine, made her efcape;
but in the flight, earl Robert, her brother, fell into
the hands of the enemy. ‘Fhis nobleman, though
a fubjedl, was as much the life and loul of his own
party, as Stephen was of the other; and the em-
prefs fenfible of his merit and importance, con-
fented to exchange the prifoners on equal terms,
"The civil war was again kindled with greater fury
than ever.

F.ar1 Robert, finding the fuccelles on both fides
nearly balanced, went over to Normandy, which,
during Stephen’s captivity, had fubmitted to the
earl of Anjou ; and he perfuaded Geoflrey to allow
his eldeft fon Henry, a young prince of great hopes,
1o take a journey into England, and appear at the
head of his partifans, This expedient, however,
produced nothing decifive, Stephen took Oxford
aftur a long fiege : He was defcated by earl Robert
at Wilton: And the emprefs, thongh of a mafcu.
line Ipirit, yet being harafled with a vatiety of good
and bad fortune, and alarmed with continual dan-
gers to her perfon and fawily, at lalt rerired into
Normandy, whither the bad {ent her fon fome time
before. The death of her brother, which hap.
pened nearly about the {ame time, would have
proved fatal to her interelts, had not fome incidents
occurred, which checked the courfe of Stephen’s
prolperity.  This prince, findinyg that the caftles
built by the noblemen of his own party encouraged

» 9 ! thc

365
CHAD

i prmvand
1141,

Stephen
releateds

1746,
Coutiiug.
ron of the
vl wars,



366
CHAP

Vi
L Y

146,

1147,

1143,

HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

the fpirit of independence, and were little lefs dan-
gerous than thofe which remained in the hands of
the enemy, endeavoured to extort from them a fur-
render of thofe fortrefles ; and he alienated the af-
feQions of many of them by this equitable demand.
The artillery alfo of the church, which his brother
had brought over to his fide, had, after fome inter-
val, joined the other party. Engenius IIL had
mounted the papal throne; the bifhop of Win.
chefter was deprived of the legantine commiffion,
which was conferred on Theobald archbithop of
Canterbury, the enemy and rival of the former le.
gate, That pontiff alfo, having fummoned a ge-
neral council at Rheims in Champagne, inftcad of
allowing the church of England, as had beenl ufual,
to eleft its own deputies, nominated five Englith
bithops to reprefent that church, and required theic
attendance in the council. Stephen, who, notwith-
flanding his prefent difficultics, was jealous of the
rights of his crown, refufed them permiffion to at-
tend '; and the pope, fenfible of his advantage in
contending with a prince who rcigned by a difputed
title, took revenge by laying all Stephen’s party
under an interdi¢t®. ‘L'he difcontents of the royal-
ifts, at being thrown into this fiuration, were aug-
mented by a comparifon with Matilda’s party, who
enjoyed all the benefits of the facred ordinunces ;
and Stephen was at laft obliged; by making pro-
per fubmiffions to the fec of Rome, to remove the
reproach from his party .

TuE weaknefs on both fides, rather than any de-
creafe of mutual animofity, having produced a tacit
ceffation of arms in England, many of the nobility,
Roger de Moubray, William de Warrenne, and
others, finding no opportunity to exert their mili.
tary ardour at home, inlifted themfelves in a new
crufade, which with furprifing fuccefs, after former

‘Epilt. §t. Thom, p. 225.  * Chron, W, Thorn. p. 1807,
! Epilt, St. Thom. p. 226.
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difappointments and misfortunes, was now preached ¢ = a p.

by St Bernard ™. But an event foon after happened
which threatened a revival of hoftilities in Eng-
land. Prince Henry, who had reached his fixreenth
year, was defirous of receiving the honour of
knighthood; a ceremony which every gentleman in
that age pafled through before he was admitted to
the ufe ofarms, and which was cven deemed requi-
fite for the greateft princes,  He intended to receive
his admiffion from his gieat-uncle, David king of
Scotland ; and for that pmpole he pafled through
Fngland with a great retinue, and was attended by
the molt confiderable of his partifans. He re-
mained fome time with the king of Scotland; made
incurfions into Kngland ; and by his dexterity and
vigour in all manly exerciles, by his valour in war,
and his prudent condu in every occuirence, he
roufed the hopes of his party, and gave fymptoms
of thole grear qualities which he afterwards difplayed
when he mounted the throne of lngland. Soon
after his return to Normandy, he was, by Matilda’s
confent, invefted in that dutchy; and upon the
death of his father Geoflrey, which happened in the
fubfequent year, he took pofleifion both of Anjou
and Maine, and concluded a marriage, which
brought him a great acceflion of power, and ren.
dered him extremely formidable to his rival, Elea-
nor, the daughter and heir of William duke of
Guienne, and earl of Poittou, had been married
fixteen years to Lewis VIL king of France, and
had attended him in a crufade, which that monarch
conduted againit the infidels : But having there loft
the affe€ions of her hufband, and even fallen under
fome fufpicion of gallantry with a handfome Sa.
racen, Lewis, mare delicate than polite, procured
a divorce from her, and reftored her thofe rich pro-
vinces, which by her marriage fhe had annexed to

w Fagullt. p. 275, 276.
H tha
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ports of Eleanor’s gallantries, made {uccefsful court
thip to that princels, and, efpoufing her fix weeks
after her divorce, got pofleflion of all her domi-
nions as her dowry. The luftre which he received
from this acquifition, and the profpe& of his rifing
fortune, had fuch an efle@ in England, that when
Stephen, defirous to enfure the crown to his fon
Euftace, required the archbifhop of Canterbury to
anoint that prince as his fucceflor, the primate re-
fufed compliance, and made his efcape beyond fea,

to avoid the violence and refentment of Stephen.,
Hexry, informed of thele difpofitions in the
people, made an invafion on England : Having
gained fome advantage over Stephen at Malmefbury,
and having taken fhat place, he proceeded thence
to throw {uccours into Wallingford, which the king
had advanced with a fuperior army to befiege. A
decifive aftion was every day expeted; whep the
great men of both fides, terrified at the pi ofp&i of
farther bloedihed and confufion, interpofed with
their good offices, and fet on foot a negociation be-
tween the rival princes. The death of Euftace,
during the courfe of the treaty, facilitated its con«
clufion: An accommodation was fettled, by which
it wasagreed, that Stephen fhould poffefs the crown
during his lifetime, that juftice thould be adminif-
tered in his name, even in the provinces which had
fubmitted to Henry, and that this latter prince
thould, on Stephen’s demife, fucceed to the king-
dom, and Willlam, Stephen’s fon, to Boulogne
and his patrimonial eftate. After all the barons had
fworn to-the obfervance of this treaty, and done ho«
mage to Henry, as to the heir of the crown, that
prince cvacvated the kingdom; and the death of
Stephen, which happened the next year, after a
fhort illnefs, prevented all thofe quarrels and jea-
loufies,
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loufies, which were likely to have enfued in fo deli-
cate a fituation.

Encranp fuffered great miferies during the reign
of this prince : But his perfonal charater, allowing
for the temerity and injultice of his ufurpation, ap-
pears not liable to any great exception; and he
feems to have been well qualified, had he fucceeded
by a jult title, to have promoted the happinefs and
profperity of his fubjects”. He was poflefled of in-
duftry, altivity, and courage to a great degree;
though not endowed with a found judgment, he was
not deficient in abilities ; hehad the talent of gain-
ing men’s affeGtions ; and notwith(tanding his pre-
carions fituation, he never induiged himfelf in the
exercile of any cruelty or revenge °. His advance-
ment to the throne procured him neither tranquil-
lity nor happinefs; and though the fituation of
England prevented the neighbouring ftares from
taking any durable advantage of her confufions, her
inteftine diforders were to the laft degree ruinous
and deftrudlive. The court of Rome was allo per-
mitted during thofe civil wars, to make farther
advances in' her ufurpations; and appeals to the
pope, which had always been firiétly prohibited by
the Englith laws, became now common in every
ecclefiaftical controverfy*.

» W, Malmef, p. 180.  © M. Paris, p. § 1. Hagul. p. 112
? H. Hunt. p. 3954
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State of Europem—m—of Francc——Fir/t alls of Henry's
government— < Difputes between the civil and eccle-
Sfaftical powers - —Thomas a Becket, archbifbop
of Canterbury-—~— Quarrel between the king and
DBecketeme Conflitutions of Clarendon ~ —Banifb-
ment of Becket——Compromife with himm——=Llis
return from banifbment ~— His murder ——Gricf’
m——and fubmiffien of the king.

HE cxrenfive confederacies, by which the Ex.
ropean potentates are now at once united and

fet in oppofition to cach other, and which, though
they are apt to diffufe the leaft fpark of diffenfion
throughout the whole, are at leaft attended with
this advantage, that they prevent any violent revo-
lutions or conquefls in particular frates, were to-
tally unknown in ancient ages; and the theory of
foreign politics in each kingdom formed a fpecu-
lation much lefs complicated and involved than at
prefent. Commerce had not yet bound together
the mofl diftant nations in fo clofe a chain: Wirs,
finithed in one campaign, and often in one battle,
were little affeled by the movements of remotc
Hates : The imperfect communication among the
kingdoms, and their ignarance of each other’s fitu-
ation, thade it impracticable for a great number of
them to combine in one proje& or effort: And
above all, the turbulent {pirit and independent fitu-
ation of the barons or great vaffals in each ftate gave
{fo much occupation to the fovereign, that he was
abliged to confine his attention chiefly to his own
fatg apd his own {yliem of government, and.was
more
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more indifferent about what pafled among his neigh- ¢ 11 A 1
bours, Religion alone, not politics, carried abroad _Y'2_,
the views ol princes; while it either fixed their 114
thoughts on the Iloly Land, whofe conquelt and
defence was deemed a point of comuion hionour and
interelt, or engaged them in intrigues with the Ro-

man puntiff, to whom they had yielded the direc-

tion of ecclefiaftical affairs, and who was every day
affuming more authority than they were willing to

allow him.

Brrore the conquefl of England by the duke of
Normandy, this ifland was as much feparated from
the reft of the world in politics as in fituation ; and
except from the inroads of the Danilh pirates, the
Englith, happily confined at home, had neither
enemies nor allies on the contivent.  The foreign
dominions of William connefted them with the
king and great vaffals of France; and while the
oppofite pretenfions of the pope and emperor in lialy
produced a continual intercourle between Germany
and that country, the two great monarchs of France
and England formed, in another part of Europe, a
feparate fyftem, and carried on their wars and ne-
gociations, without meeting either with oppofition
or fupport from the ochers.

On the decline of the Carlovingian race, the no- siteof
bles in every province of France, taking advantage '™ &
of the weaknefs of the {overeign, and obliged to
provide each for his own defence, againft the ra-
vages of the Norman frecbooters, had affumed,

.both in civil and military affairs, an authority al
moft independent, and had reduced within very
narrow limits the prerogative of their princes,
'L e acceflion of Hugh Capet, by annexing a great
fief to the crown, had brought lome addition to the
royal dignity ; but this fief, though confiderable for
a fubject, appeared a narrow bafis of power for a
prince who was placed at the head of fo great 3
community. The royal demefngs confifted only of

N Bba Paris,
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places feattered over the northern provinces: In the
reft of the kingdom, the prince’s authority was ra-
ther' nominal than real : The vaffuls were accuttom-
ed, uay entitled, to tmake war without his permiffion,
on each other : They were even entitled, if they cun-
ceived themfelves injured, to turn their arms againft
their fovereign ¢ They exercifed all civil jurifdiGton,
without appeal, over their tenants and inferior vaf-
fals: Their common jealoufy of the crown eafil

united them againft any attempt on their exorbit-
ant privileges ; and as fome of them had attained
1he power and authority of great princes, even the
fmalleft baron was fure of immediate and effectual
protection. Defides lix ceclefiaftical peerages, which,
with the other immunities of the church, cramped
extremely the gencral execution of juflice; there

“were fix lay pecrages, Burgundy, Normandy,

Guienne, Flanders, Touloufe, and Champagne,
whicli tormed very extenfive and puiflant fovereign-
tics. And thouah the combination of all thofe
pritices and burons could, on urgent occafions, muf-
ter a mighty power; yet was it very difficult to fer
that great machinein movement ; it was dlmoft im.
putlible to preferve harmony in irs parts ; a fenfe of
common interefl alone could, for artime, unite them
under their fovereign againit a common enemy ; but
if the king attcmapted to turtr the force of the com-
munity againft any mutinous vaflal, the fame fenfe
of common intereft made the others oppole them-
felves to the fuccefs of his pretenfions, Lewis the
irofs, the lalt fovereign, marched at one time to his
frontiers againft the Germans at the head of an army
of two fundred thoufand men ; but a perty lord of
Corbeil, of Puifut, of Couci, was able, at another
period, to fet that prince at dcfiance, and to main-

tain open war againit him.
T authority of the Englith monarch was much
more extenfive within his kingdum, and the difpro-
1 : portion



HENRY IL

portion much greater between him and the moft
poweffu) of his vaffals. Ilis demefnes and reve-
nue were large, compared to the greatnefs of his
ftate : He was accultomed to levy arbitrary exac-
tions on his fubjefts : His courts of judicature ex-
tendéd their jurifdiétion into every part of the king-
dom: He could cruth by his power, or by a judi-
cial fentence, well or ill founded, any obroxious
baron: And though the feudal mftirutions which
prevailed in his kingdom, had the fame tendency as
in other ftates, to exalt the aritlocracy and deprefs
the monarchy, it required, in England, according to
its prefent conllitution, a great combinasion of the
vallals to oppole their fovereign lord, and there had
not hitherto arifen any baron {o poweriul as of him-
{elf to levy war againtt the prince, and to afford
protection to the inferior barons,

s WHiLE fuch were the different fituations of
Trance and England, and th: latter enjoyed fo
many advantages above the former; the aceelfion of
Henry 1L a prince of grear abilities, puifefizd of
fo many rich provinces on the continenr, might up-
pear an event dangerous, if not fatal to the French
monarchy, and fufficient to break entirely the ba-
lance betwcen the ftates. He was malter, in the
right of his father, of Anjou and Touraine; in
that of his mother, of Normandy and Maine; in
that of his wife, of Guienne, Poiftou, Xaintogne,
Auvergne, Perigord, Angoumois, the Limoufin.
He foon after annexed Britanny to his other flates,
and was already pofleffed of the fuperiority over that
province, which, on the firft ceflion of Normandy
to Rollo the Dane, had been granted by Charles
the Simple in vaffalage to that formidable Tavager,
"Thefe provinces compofed above a third of the
whole ¥rench monarchy, and were much fuperior
in extent and opulence to thofe territories which
were fubjefted to the immediate jurifdittion and
government of theking,  "Ihe vaflal was here more

' Bbz powerial
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powerful than his liege lord : The fituation which
had enabled Hugh Capet to depofe the Carlovin-
gian princes, feemed to be renewed, and that with
much greater advantages on the fide of the vaffal ;
And when England was added to fo many pro-
vinces, the French king had reafon to apptehend,
from this conjunéture, fome great difafter to himfelf
and to his far.ily, : But, in reality, it was this cir-
cumflance, which appeared fo formidable, that faved
the Capetian race, and by its confequences exalted
them to that pitch of grandeur which they at prefent

enjoy.
11z limited authority of the prince in the feudal
conftitutions, prevented the king of England from
employing with advantage the force of fo many
flates, which were fubjetted to his government;
and thefe different members, disjoined in fituation,
and difagrecing in laws, language, and manners,
were never thoroughly cemented into one monarchy.
He foon became, both from his diftant place of
refidence, and from the incompatibility of in.
terefts, a kind of forcigner to his French domi-
nions ; and his fubjets on the continent confidered
their allegiance as more naturally due to their fy.
perior lord, who lived in their neighbourhood, and
who was acknowledged to be the fupreme head of
their nation. He was always at hand to invade
them ; their immediate lord was often at too great
a diftance to prote them ; and any diforder in any
part of his difperfed dominions gave advantages
againft him. The other powerful vaffals of the
Trench crown were rather plealed to fee the expul-
fion of #heEnglifh, and were not affected with that
jealoufy which would have arilen from the opprel-
fion of a co-vaffal who was of the fame rank with
themfelves. By this means, the king of France
found it more eafy to conquer thofc numerous pro-
vinces from England, than to fubdue a duke of
Normandy or Guienne, a count of Anjou, Maine,
3 o
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or Poittou. And after reducing fuch extenfive ter-
ritories, which immediately “incorporated with the
body of the monarchy, he found greater facility in

uniting to the crown the other great fiefs which flill -

remained feparare and independent.

BuT as thele important conlequences could not
be forefeen by human wildom, the king of France
rematked with terror the rifing grandeur of the
houfe of Anjou, or Plantagenet ; and, in order to
retard its progtefs, he had ever maintained a ftriét
union with Stephen, and had endeavoured to fup-
port the tottering fortunes of that bold* mfurper.
But after this prince’s death it was too late to think,
of oppofing the fucceflion of Henry, or preventing
the performance of thofe ftipulations which, with
the unanimous confent of the nation, he had made

-with his predeceffor. .The Englith, harafled with

civil wars, and difgulted with the blood(hed and
depredations which, during the courfe of fo many
years, had attended them, were litile difpofed to
violate their ocaths, by excluding the lawful heir
from the fucceflion of their monarchy 9. Many of
the moft confiderable fortrefles were in the hands of
his partifans ; the whole nation had had occafion to
{ee the noble qualities with which he was endowed’,
and to compare them with the mean talents of Wil«
liam the fon of Stephen; and as they were ac-

‘quainted with his great power,.and were rather

pleafed to lee the acceffion of fo many foreign do-
minions 'to the crown of England, they never en-
tertained the leaft thoughts of refilting them. Hen-

' ry himfelf, fenfible of the advantages attending his

prefent fituation, was in no hurry to arrive in Eng-
land : and being engaged in the fiege of « caltle on
the frontiers of Normandy, when he received in-
telligence of Stephen’s death, he made it a point
of honour not to depart from his enterprife, till he

Matth, Parls, p 65, 7 Gul. Neubr, p. 381
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‘o~ journey, and was received in England with the ac.
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clamations of all orders of men, who {wore with plea-
fuge the oath of fealty and allegiance to him.

%THF. firlt a& of Henry’s government correlpanded
to the high idea entertained of his abilities, and prog-
nofticated the re-eftablitbment of juftice and tran.
quillity, of which the kingdom had fo long been
bercaved. He immediately difmifed all thofe mer-
cenary foldiers who had committed great diforders
in the nation ; and he fent them abroad, together
with William of Ypres, their leader, the friend and
confident of Stcphen®. He revoked all the grants
made by his predeceffor *, even thofe which necef-
fity had extorted from the emprels Matilda ; and
that princels, who had refigned her rights in favour
of Ilenry, made no oppofition to a meafure fo ne-
veflary for fupporting the dignity of the crown.
e repaired the coin, which had been extremely
debaled during the reign of his predeceflor ; and
he took proper meafures againfl a return ot the like
abufe®,  He was rigorous in the execution of juf-
tice, and in the fuppreffion of robbery and violence
and that he might reftore authority to the laws,
he caufed all the new erefted caftles to be demo-
lithed, which had poved fo many fanétuaries to
freebooters and rebels . The carl of Albemarle,
ITugh Mortimer, and Roger the fon of Milo of
Glocefter, were inclined to make fome refiftance to
this falutary meafure ; but the approach of the king
with hie {orces foon obliged them to fubmit.

Every thing being rcftored to full tranquillity
in Fngland, Henry went abroad in order to op-
pole the" attempts of his brother Geoflrey, who,
duting his abfence, had made an incurfion into

' Tit/ Steph. p. 13. M. Patis, p. 65. Neubr. p, 381. Chrea,
T, Wykes, p. 30. 5 Neubr. p}) 332. " Hoveden, p.491.

' Ioveden, p. 491, Fitz Steph. p. 33. M. Paris, p. 65.
Neulae p. 351, Biempton, p. 1043.
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Anjou and Maine, had advanced fome pretenfions
to thofe provinces, and had got pofleflion of a con-
fiderable part of them ®*. On the king’s appearance,
the people returned to their allegiance; and Geof-
frey, refigning his claim for an annual penfion of a
thoufand pounds, departed and took poflefiion of
the county of Nantz, which the inhabitants, who
had expelled count Hoel their prince, had putinto
his hands. Henry returned to England the fol-
lowing year : The incurfions of the Welth then pro-
voked him to make an invafion upon them ; where
the natural faftnefles of the country occafioned-him
great difficuldies; and even brought him into dan
ger. His vanguard, being engaged in a narrow
pals, was put to rout: Henry de Lflex, the here-
ditary ftandard-bearer, feized with a panic, threw
down the Handard, took to flight, and exclaimed
that the king was flain: And had not the prince
immediately appeated in pevfon, and led on his
troops with great gallantry, the confequence might
have proved fatal to the whole army *.  For this
miflbehaviour, Effex was afterwards accufed of fe-
lony by Robert de Montfort; was vanquithed in
fingle combat; his eftate was confifcated 3 and he
himfelf was thruft into a convent ¥.  The fubmiffions
of the Welth procured them an accominodation
with England.

TuE martial difpofition of the princes in that age
engaged them to head their own armies in every
enterprife, even the moft frivolous 3 and their feeble
authority madé it commonly impraicable for them
to delegate, on occafion, the command to their ge-
nerals. Geoffrey, the king’s brother, died foon
after he had acquired poffeflion of Nantz ¢ Lhough
~he had no other title to that county than the. volun-
tary fubmiffion or eleflion of the inhabitants two
years before, Henry laid claim to the territory as
" * See note [Q] at the end of the volume.  * Neubr. p. 383.

Chron, W.Heming. p- 492, ¥ M. Paris, p.70. Neuabr. p. 383,
' * devolved
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v u 4 p. devolved to him by hereditary right, and he went
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over to fupport his preienfions by force of arms,
Conan, duke or earl of Britanny (for thefe titles are
given indiflerently by hifiorians to thofe princes),
pretended that Nantz had been lately feparated by
rebellion from his principality, ro which of right 1t
belonged ; and immediately on Geoflrey’s death
he took poilefion of the difputed rerritory, Left
Lewis the French king thould interpofe in the con-
troverly, Henry paid him a vifit; and o illured
him by carclles and civilities, that an alliance was
contratted between them; and they agreed that
young Henry, heir to the Englifh monarchy, thould
be affianced to Margaret of France: though the
{ormer was only five years of age, and the latter was
ftill in her cradle. Henry, now fecure of meeting with
no interruption on this fide, advanced with his army
into Britanny ; and Conan, in delpair of being able
to make refiftance, dclivered up the county of Nantz
to him. The able conduct of the king procured him
farther and more important advantages from this in-
cident. Conan, harafled with the turbulent difpo-
fition of his fubjeéts, was defirous of procuring to
himfelf the {upport of fo great a monarch ; and he
betrothed his daughter and only child, yet an in-
fant, to Geoflrey the king’s third fon, who was of
the fame tender years. 'The duke of Britanny died
about feven years after; and Henry, being mefne lord,
and allo natural guardian to his fon and daughter-
in-law, put himfelf in poffeflion of that principality,
and annexed it for the prefent to his other great
dominions.

Tuz king had 2 profpet of making {lill farther’
acquifitiohs ; and the ativity of his temper fuffered
no opportunity of that kind to efcape him. Phi-
lippa, duchefs of Guienne, mother of queen Elea-
nor, was the only iffue of William IV. count of
Touloufe 3 and would have inherited his dominions,
had not that prince, defirous of prefegving the fgym

ceflion
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ceffion in the male line, conveyed the principality
to his brother Raymond de St. Gilles, by a contra&t
of fale which was in that age regarded as fi&itious
and illufory. By this means the title to the county
of Touloufe came to be difputed between the male
and female heirs ; and the one or the other, as op-
portunities favoured them, had obtained poffeffion.
Raymond, grandfon of Raymond de St. Gilles, was
the reigning fovereign ; and on Henry’s reviving his
wife’s claim, this prince had recourfe for prote&ion
to the king of France, who was fo much concerned
in policy to prevent the farther aggrandizement of
the Englith monarch. Lewis himfelf, when mar«

ried to Eleanor, had aflerted the juftice of her claim,

and had demanded poffeflion of Touloufe *: but his
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fentiments changing with hisintereft, he now deter- |

mined to defend by his power and authority the title
of Raymond, Henry found that it would be requi-
fite o fupport his pretenfions againft potent antago-
nifts ; and that'nothing but a formidable army could
maintain a claim which he had in vain afferted by
arguments and manifeftos.

tAx army, compofed of feudal vaffals, was com.
monly very intraltable and undifciplined, both be-
caufe of the independent fpirit of the perfons who
ferved.in it, and becayle the commands were not
given, either by the choice of the fovereign, or from
the military capacity and experience of the officers.
Each baron condutted his own vaffals: His rank
was greater or lefs, proportioned to the extent of his
property : Even the fupreme command under the
prince was often attached to birth : And as the mi-
litary vaffals were obliged to ferve only forty days
at their own charge ; though if the expedition were
diftant, they were put to great expence; the prince
reaped little benefit from their attendance.  Henry,

fenfible of thefe inconveniences, levied upon his

# Neuby. p. 387. Chron. W. FHeming. p. 494.
vaflals
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vaffals in Normandy, and other provinces which
were remote [romm Touloule, a fum of money in lieu
of their fervice ; and this commutation, by reafon
of the great diftance, was {lill more advanrageous
to his Inglith vaflals. He impofed, therefore, a
feutage of 180,000 pounds on the knights’ fees,
a commutation to which, though it was unufual,
and the firlt perhaps to be met with in hiftory *, the
military tenants willingly fubmitted ; and with thig
money he levied an army which was more under his
command, and whole fervice was more durable and
conftant. Affifted by Berenger count of Barcelona,
and Trincaval count of Nifmes, whom he had
gained to his party, he invaded the county of Tou-
loufe; and after taking Verdun, Caftlenau, and
other places, he beficged the capital of the pro-
vince, and was likely to prevail in the enterprile ;
when Lewis, advancing before the arrival of his
main body, threw himiclf into the place with a fmall
reinforcement. Henry was urged by fome of his
minifters to profecute the fiege, to take Lewss pri-
foner, and to impole his own terms in the pacifica-
tion ; but he either thought it fo much his intereflt
to maintain the feudal principles, by which his fo-
reign dominions were fecured, or bore fo much re-
fpeé to his fuperior lord, that he declared he would
not aitack a place defended by him in perfon ; and
he immediately raifed the fiege *. He marched into
Normandy to proteft that province againft an in.
curfion which the count of Dreux, mftigated by
king Lewis his brother, had made upon it. War
was now openly carried on between the two mo-
narchs, but produced no memorable event : 1t foon
ended in a ceflation of arms, and that followed by a
peace, which was not however, attended with an

confidence or good correfpondence between thofe
rival princes, The fortrels’ of Gifors, beiug part

* Madox, p. 435. Gervafe, p. 1381, See note [P] at the
end of the volume.  * Fitz-Steph. p. 22. ];)n:::tu, pe 531-
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of the dowry ftipulated to Magaret of France, had
been configned by agreement to the knights tem-
plars, on condiiion that it fhould be delivered into
Henry’s hands after the celebration of the nuptials,
''he king, that he might have a pretence for im-
mediately demanding the place, ordered the mar-
1iage to be folemnized between the prince and prin-
cefs, though both infants®; and he engaged the
grand mafter of the templars by large prelents, as
was generally fufpeéted, to put him in pofleflion of
Gifors . Lewis, refenting this frandulent condud,
banifhed the templars, and would have made war
upon the king of England, had it not been for the
mediation and authority of pope Alexander II.
who had been chafed from Rome by the anti-pope
Vi€or' IV. and refided at that time in France.
That we may form an idea of the authority pol
foffed by the Roman pontiff during thole ages, it
thay be proper to obferve that the two kings had,
the year before, met the pope at the caftle of Torci
on the Loir 3 and they gave him fuch marks of re-
fpe®, that both difmounted to receive him, and
holding cach of them one of the reins of his bridle,
walked on foot by his fide, and conduéted him in
that fubmiflive manner into the caltle . 4 jpectacle,
cries Baronius in an ecftacy, to God, angels, and men ;
and furh as had never bofore been exbibited 1o tise
world !

Hewxry, {oon after he had accommodated his-dif-
ferences with Lewis by the pope’s mediation, re-
turned to England ; where he commenced an enter-
prife, which, though required by found policy, and
even condulted in the main with prudence, bred

b Hoveden, p. 492, Neubr. p, g4o0. Diceio, p. 532,
Bromptou, p. 1450, -
¢ Since the firlt publication of this hiftory, Lord Lyttleton has
publithed a-copy of the treaty hetween Iiumy and Lewis, by
which it appears, if there was no fecret auticle, thatHenry wus
not guilty of any frand inthis tranfaétion.
4 Lrivet, p. 438, )
him
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him great difquictude, involved him in danger,
and was not concluded without fome lofs and dif
honour.

Ti1k ufurpations of the clergy which had at firlt
been gradual, were now become fo rapid, and had
mowwued to fuch a height, that the conteft between
the regale and pentificale was really arrived at a crifis
in England ; and it became neceffary to determine
whether the king or the priefts, particularly the
archiifhop of Canterbury, fhould be fovereign of
the kingdow .  The afpiring {pirit of Henry,
which gave inquictude to all his neighbours, was
ot likely long to pay a tame {ubmiflion to the en-
croachments of fubjucts ; and as nothing opens the
eyes of men fo readily as their intereft, he was in no
danger of falling, in this relpeét, into that abjedt
fuperftition which retained his people in fubjeétion.
From the commencement of his reign, in the go-
vernment of his foreign dowinions, as well as of
England, he had (hown a fixed purpofe to reprefs
clerical ulurputions, and to maintain thole prerogas
tives which had been tranfinitted to him by his
predeceflors.  During the {chilm of the papacy be-
tween Aleéxander and Vidtor, he had determined,
for fome time to rcmain neuter : And when in-
formed that the archbithop of Roiien and the bifhop
of Mans had, from their own authority, acknow-
ledged Alexander as legitimate pope, he was fo en-
raged, that though he fpared the archbifhop on ac.
count of his great age, he immediately iffued or-
ders for overthrowing the houfes of the bifhop of
Mans and archdeacon of Roiien * ; and it was not
till he had deliberately examined the matter, by
thofe views which ufually enter into the councils
of princes, that he allowed that pontiff to exereife
authority over any of his dominions. In England,
the mild charaéter and advanced years of Theobald,

¢ Titz-Stephen, p. 27,
* Seenote [ Q] at the end of the volume. .
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archbithop of Canterbury, together with his meritsin ¢ m A p.
refufing to put the ciown on the head of Euflace, fon 7"
of Stephen, prevented Henry, during the life-time ;.
of that primate, from taking any meafures againft
the multiplied encroachments of the clergy : But af-
ter his death, the king refolved to exert himfelf with
more activity 5 and that he might be fecure againft
any oppofition, he advanced to that dignity Becket
his chancellor, on whofe campliance he thought he
could entirely depend.

Tromas 4 Beexer, the firft man of En'gli{h de-  June .
feent who, fince the Norman conqueft, had, during §hams 4

the courfe of a whole century, rifen to any confider- achbithop

able ftation, was born of reputable parents in the
city of London ; and being endowed both with in-
duftry and capacity, he early infinva:ed himfelf into
the favour of archbithop Theobald, and cbtained
from that prelate fome preferments and offices.
By their means he was enabled to travel for im-
provement to Italy, where he fludied the civil and
canon law at Bologna; and on his return he ap.
peared to have made fuch proficiency in knowledge,
that he was promoted by his patron to the arch-
deaconry of Canterbury, an office of confiderable
rruft and profit.  He was ufterwards employed with -
fuccefs by ‘Theohald in tranfaling bufinels. at
Rome ; and on Henry’s acceffion he was recom-
mended to that monarch as worthy of {arther pre-
ferment. . Henry, who knew that Becket had been
inflrumental in fupporting that refolution of the
archbithop, which had tended fo much to facilitate
his own advancement to the throne, was already
prepoflefled in his favour ; and finding, on farther
acquainfance, that his fpirit and abilities entitled him
to any truft, he foon promated him to the dignity
of chancellor, .one of the firlt civil offices in the
kingdom. The chancellor in that age, befides
'the cuftody of the great feal, had pofieflion of all
vacant prelacies and abbies ; he was the guardim}
. - : 0

of Can-
tarbury,
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¢ l‘;l{‘- P. of all fuch minors and pupils as were the king’s te.
e DAntss all baronies which eicheated to the crown

1162,

were urder his adminiftration ; he was entitled to
a place in council, even though he were not parti-
cularly fummoned ; and as he exercifed allo the
office of fecretary of ftate, and it belonged to him
to counterfign all commiflions, writs, and letters.
patent, he wa¢ a kind of prime minifter, and was
concerned in the dilpatch of every bufinefs of im-
portance’.  Befides exercifing this high office,
Bechu, by the favour of the king or archbithop,
was made provolt of Beverley, dean of Haftings,
and conftable of the tower: He was put in pof.
fethon of the honours of Lye and Berkham, large
baronies that had cfcheated to the crown : And to
complete his grandeur, he was entrufted with the
education of prince Henmy, the king’s eldeft fon,
and heir of the monarcly 5 The pomp of his re.
tinue, the fumptuoufnefs of his furniture, the
luxury of Lis table, the munificence of his prefents,
correlponded to thefe great preferments 5 or rather
excecded any thing that Iingland had ever before
{een in any fubjett. 1is hiflovian and fecretary,
Fitz-Stephens ®, mentions, among other particulars,
thet his apartments were every day in winter co-
vered with clean ftraw or hay, and in fummer with
green rufhes or boughs; kit the gentlemen who
paid court to him, and who could not, by reafon
of their great number, find a place ar table, fhould
foil their fine cloaths by fitting on a dirty floor . A
great number of knights were retained in his {ervice;
the greatelt barons were proud of being 1eceived at
his tuble ; his houle was a place of education for the

;Fitz-'étcph. pe 13 EIbid p.15. Hifl. Quad. p. 914

1 I]',ohlnf Baldwin held the manor of Oterasfee in Aylefbury of
the king in foccage, by the fervice of finding litter for the king’s
bed, vz in fymmer, grafs or herbs, and two grey geefe; and in

winter, firaw, and three ecls, tlaice in the year, if the king

fhould come thiice in the year to Aylefoury. Madox, Bar
Auglica, p, 247,

fons
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fons of the chief nobility ; and the king himfelf fre-
quently vouchfafed to partake of his entertainments.
As his way of life was fplendid and opulent, his
amufements and occupations were gay, and partook
of the cavalier {pirit, which, as he had only taken
deacon’s orders, he did not think unbefitting his cha-
raéter. He erpployed himfelf at leifure hours in
hunting, hawking, gaming, and horfemanthip; he
expoled his perfon in feveral military aGtions* ; he
carried over, at his own charge, feven hundred
knights, to attend the king in his wars at Touloufe
in the fubfequent warson the frontiers of Normandy
he maintained, during forty days, twelve hundred
knights, and four thoufand of their train": and inan
embafly to France, with which he was enttufted, he
aftonithed that court by the number and magnifi-
cence of his retinue,

HeNrv, befides committing all his more im-
portant bufinefs to Becket’s management, honoured
him with his friendfhip and intimacy; and when-
ever he was difpofed to relax himfelf by fports of
any kind, he admitted his chancellor to the party™.
An inftance of their familiarity is mentioned by
Fitz-Stephens, which, as it fhews the manners of
the age, it may not be improper to relate. One
day, as the king and the chancellor were riding to-
gether in the ftreets of London, they obferved a
beggar, who was fhivering with cold. Would it
fiot be very praife-worthy, faid the king, to give
that poor man a warm coat in this fevere feafon? It
would, furely, replied the chancellor; and you do
well, Sir, in thinking of fuch good attions. Then
he fhall have one prefently, cried the king: And
feizing the fkirt of the chancellor’s coat, which
was fcarlet, and lined with ermine, began to pull
it violently. The chancellor defended himfelf for

k Fitz-Steph. p. 23. Hikk. Quad. p. 9. ! Fitz-Steph.
P. 19, 20, zz}: 23 3 m gbfd. p.16. Hift. Quad. p. 8.
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fome time ; and they had both of them like to have
tumbled off their horfes in the ftreet, when Becket,
after a vehement ftruggle, let go lis coat ; which the
king beftowed on the beggar, who, being ignorant
of the quality of the perfons, was not a little far-
prifed at the prefent”. -

Becxer, who by his complaifance and good-
humour had rendered himfelf agreeable, and by his
induftry and abilities ufeful to his mafter, appeared
to him the fitteft perfon for fupplying the vacancy

"‘made by the death of Theobald. As he was well

acquainted with the king’s intentions © of retrench-
ing, or rather confining within the ancient bounds,
all ecclefiaftical privileges, and always fhowed a
teady difpofition to comply with them?, Henry,
who never expeéted any refiftance from that quar-
ter, immediatcly iffued orders for eleting him
archbithop of Canterbury. But this refolution,
which was taken contrary to the opinion of Ma-
tildd, and many of the minifters 9, drew after it
vety unhappy confequences ; and never prince of fo
great penctration appeared in the iffue to have fo
little underftood the genius and charater of his
minifter.

No fooner was Becket inftalled in this high dig-
nity, which rendered him for life the fecond perfon
in the kingdom, with fome pretenfions of afpiring
to be the firft, than he totally altered his demeanor
and condué, and endeavoured to acquire the cha-
ralter of fan&ity, of which his former bufy and
oftentations courle of life might, in the eyes of the
people, have naturally bereaved him. Withour
confulting the king, he immediatcly returned into
his hand§ the commiffion of chancellor ; pretending
that he muft thenceforth detach himfelf from fecular
affairs, and be folely employed in the exercife of

" Fitz-Steph. p. 16. ©Ibid. p, 17, ? Ibid. p. 23.
Lpitt. Bt. Thom. p. 232, 4 Epift. St, Thom, p. 167
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‘his fpiritual fun@ion ; but in reality that he might
break off all conneftions with Henry, and apprife
_him, that Becket, as primate of England, was now
become entirely a new perfonage. He maintained,
in his retinue, and attendants alone, his ancient
pomp and luftre, which was ufeful to ftrike the
vulgar : In his own perfon he affe€ted the greateft
.aufterity and moft rigid mortificationy which he
was fenfible would have an equal or a greater ten-
_dency to the fame end. He wore fack-cloth next
.his fkin, which, by his affeted care to conceal it,
was neceffarily the more remarked by all the world :
he changed it fo feldom, that it was filled with
dirt and vermin: His ufual diet was bread ; his
drink water, which he even rendered farther unpa-
latable by the mixture of unfavoury herbs; He tore
his back with the frequent difcipline which he in-
flicted on it : He daily on his knees wathed, in imi-
.tation of Chrift, the feet of thirteen beggars,
whom he afterwards difmiffed with prefents*:-He
gained the affetions of the monks by his frequent
_charities to the convents and hofpitals. Every one
who made profeffion of fan&ity was admitted to his
converfation, and returned full of panegyrics on the
. humility, as well as on the piety and mortification
of the holy primate : He feemed to be perpetually
employed in reciting prayers and pious lectures, or
jn perufing religious difcourfes : His afpelt wore
. the appearance of ferioufnefs and mental recollec-
. tion, and fecret devotion : And all men of penetra-
. tion plainly faw that he ‘'was meditating fome great
. defign, and that the ambition and oftentation of his
_charater had turned itfelf towards a new and more
. dangerous abjeét. : Lot
_ Bzrcxker waited not till Henry thould commence
. thofe projefts againft the ecclefiaftical power, which
. he knew had been formed by that prince : He was

* Fitz-Steph. pr 25+ ~ Hift, Quad, p. 19.
oy IR T © - himfelf
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¢ H AP, himfelf the aggreflor, and endeavoured to overawe
. VIL | the king by the intrepidity and boldnefs of his en-

3164,

terprifes. He fummoned the earl of Clare to fur-
render the barony of Tunbridge, which ever fince
the conqueft had rcmained in the family of that no.
bleman j but which, as it had lormerly belonged to
the fee of Cantcrbury, Becket pretended his pre-
deceflors were prohibited by the canons to alienate,
The earl of Clare, befides the lufire which he de-
rived fiom the greatnefs of his own birth, and the
extent of his pofleflions, was allied to all the princi-
pal families in the kingdom ; his fifler, who was a
celebrated beauty, had farther extended his eredic
among the nobility, and was even fuppofed to have
gained the king’s affeions ; and Becket could not
better difcover, than by attacking fo powerful an
intereft, his refolution of maintaining with vigour
the 1ights real or pretended, of his fee®.

WiLrram de Eynsford, a military tenant of the
crown, was patron of a living which belonged to a
manor that held of the archbithop of Canterbury:
but Becket, without regard to William’s right,
prefented, on 2 new and legal pretext, one Lau.
rence to that living, who was violently expelled by
Eynsford. The primate making himfelf, as was
ufual in fpirirual courts, both judge and party,
iffued in a fummary manner the fentence of ex-
communication againft Eynsford, who complained
to the king that he who held in capite of the crown
thould, contrary, to the praice eftablifhed by the
Congqueror, and maintained ever fince by his fuc-
ceffors, be fubje@ed to that terrible fentence, with-
out the previous confent of the fovereign *. Henty,
who had now broken off all perfonal intercourfe
with Becket, fent him, by a meflenger, his orders
to ablolve Eynsford ; but received for anfwer, that
it belonged not to the king to inform him whom he

¢ Fitz.Steph. p. 28. Gervafe, p. 1384.
tM. Paris,p P 7P Diceto, 536, ¥ -'384
fhould
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fhould abfolve and whom excommunicate®: And ¢ H A r2

it was not till after many remonftrances and me-
naces, that Becket, though with the worft grace
imaginable, was induced to comply with the royal
mandate.

"HenrY, though he found himfelf thus grievoufly
miftaken in the charater of the perfon whom he had
pmmoted to the primacy, determined not to defift
from his former intention of retrenching clerical
ufurpations. He was entirely mafter of his exten.
five dominions : The prudence and vigour of his ad-
miniftration, attended with perpetual fuccefs, had
yaifed-his charalter above that of any of his prede-
ceffors " ¢ The papacy feemed to be weakened by a
fchifm which divided all Europe: And he rightly.
judged, that if the prefent favourable opportunity
were neglefted, the crown muft, from the preva.
lent {uperftition of the people, be in danger of fall-
ing into an entire fubordination under the mitre,

Tur union of the civil and ecclefiaftical power
ferves extremely, in every civilized government, to
the maintenance of peace and order; and pre-
'vents thofe mutual encroachments which, as there
can jbe no ultimate judge between them, are often
attended with the molt dangerous confequences.
‘Whether the fupreme magiftrate, who unites thefe
powers, receives the appellation of prince or pre-
late, is not- material: The fuperior weight which
temporal interelts commonly bear in the apprehen-
fions of men above fpiritual, renders the civil part
of his charafter moft prevalent; and in time pre-
vents thofe grofs impoftures and bigoted perfecu.
tions which in all falfe religions are the chief founda.
tion of clerical authority. But during_the pro-
grefls of ecclefialtical ufurpations, the ftate, by the
refitance of the civil magiftrate, is naturally thrown
into convulfions; and it behoves the prince; both

. * Fitz-8teph. p, 28, v Epift. 5. Thom. p. 130
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for his own intereft, and for that of the public, to
provide in time fufficient barricrs againtt fo danger.
ous and infidious a rival. This precaution had hi-
therto been much negleé&ed in England, as well as
in other catholic countiies; and affairs at 1all feemed
to have come to a dangerous crifis: A fovereign of
the greateft abilities was now on the throne: A pre.
late of the moft inflexible and intrepid charafer was
poffefled of the primacy: The contending powers
appeared to be armed with their full force, and it
was natural to expe&t fome extraordinary event to
refult from their conflict.

Awmono their other inventions to obtain money,
the clergy had inculcated the neceflity of penance as
an atonement for fin ; and having again introduced
the praétice of paying them large fums as a com-
mutation, or fpecies of atonement for the remiffion
of thofe penances, the fins of the people, by thefe
means, had become a revenue to the priefts; and
the.king computed, that by this invention alone
they levied more money upon his fubjefts than
flowed, by all the funds and taxes, into the royal
exchequer >, That he might eafe the people of fo
heavy and arbitrary an impofition, Henry required
that a civil officer of his appointment fhould be
prefent in all ecclefiaftical courts, and fhould for
the future give his confent to every compofition
which was made “with finners for their ipiritual
offences. : - -

* TruE ecclefiaftics in that age had renounced all
immediate fuboidination to the magiftrate: They
openly pret~uded to an exemption in criminal accu-
fations irom a trial before courts of juflice; and
were gradually introducing a like exemption in civil
cuufes : Spiritual penaities alone could be infliGted
on their offences : and as the clergy had extremely
multiplied in England, and many of them were con.

* Fitz-Steph, p. 32
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fequently of very low charaers, crimes of the € EVTHA P..
deepeft dye, murders, robberies, adulteries, YAPES,) (o

were daily committed with impunity by the eccle-
fiaflics.”, It had been found for inftance, on en-
quiry, that no lefs than a hundred murders had,
fince the king’s acceffion, been perpetrated by men
of that profeffion, who had never been called to
account for thefe offences ¥ ; and holy orders were
become a full prote@ion for all enormities. ‘A

clerk in ‘Worcefterfhiie, having debauched a gen.

tleman’s daughter, liad at this time proceeded to

murder the father; and the general indignation

againft this crime moved the king to attempt the
remedy of an abufe which was become [o palpable,
and to require that the clerk fhould be delivered up,
and receive condign punithment from the magif-
trate®, Becket infifted on the privileges of the
church ; confined the criminal in the bifhop’s pri-
fon, left he thould be feized by the king’s officers
maintained that no greater punifhment could be in-
flited on him than degradation: And when the
king demanded, that immediately after he was de-
graded he fhould be tried by the civil power, the
primate afferted that it was iniquitous to try a man
twice upon the fame accufytion, and for the fame
offence *. : ’ ’ _ .
Henry laying hold of fo plaufible a pretence,
tefolved to pufh the clergy with regard to all their
privileges, which they had raifed to an enormous
height, and to determine at once thofe controvetfies
which daily multiplied betweep the civil and the
ecclefiaftical jurifdictions. He fummoned an affem-
bly of all the prelates of England 5 and he put to
“them thi§ concile and decifive queftion, Whether
.er not they were willing to [fubmit to the ancient
. ¥ Neubr. p. 394.- % Fitz-Steph. p.-33. Hift, Quad. p. 33.
~ 8 Fiez-Steph. p. 29, Hift. Quad. p. 33. 45. oveden,
p. 492, M. Paris, p, 72.  Diceto, p. §36, 537. Brompton,
Priosd Gervale, p. 1384, Epilt. St T'hom. P 208, 204,
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cH AP laws and cufloms of the kingdom? The biflops
tmyms Unanimoutly replied, that they were willing, faving

1163,

their own order®: A device by which they thought
to elude the prelent urgency of the king’s demand,
yet referve to themfelves, on a favourable oppor-
tunity, the power of refuming all their pretenfions,
The king was fenfible of the artifice, and was pro-
voked to the higheft indignation. He left the af-
fembly with vifible marks of his difplcalure : He re-
quired the primateinftantly to furrender the honours
and caflles of Eye and Berkham : The bifhops were
terrified, and expedted ftill further effe@s of his re-
fentment. Becket alone was inflexible ; and nothing
but the interpofition of the pope’s legate and al.
thoner, Philip, who dreaded a breach with fo power.
ful a prince at fo unleafonable a jun@ure, could
have prevailed on him to retra& the faving claufe,
and givea general and abfolute promife of obferving
the ancient cuftoms ©.

|BuT Henry was not content with a declaration in
thefe general terms : He refolved, ere it was too
late, to define exprefsly thofe cuftoms, with which he
required compliance, and to put a ftop to clerical
ufurpations before they were fully confolidated, and
could plead antiquity, as they alveady did a facred
authority, in their favour. The claims of the church
were open and vifible. After a gradual and infen.
fible progrefs during many centuries, the mafk had
at laft been taken off, and feveral ecclefiaflical coun.
cils, by their canons, which were pretended to be
irrevocable and infallible, had pofitively defined
thofe privileges and immunities, which gave fuch
general offence, and appeared fo dangerous to the
civil magtltrate. {Ifenry therefore deemed it ne-
ceffary to define with the fame precifion the limits
of the civil power ; to oppofe his legal cuftoms to
their divine ordinances; to determine the exact boun-

b Fitz.Steph. p, 1. Hift. Quad. p. 34. Hoveden, p.492.
¢ Hift. Quad. p. 37. Hove%:‘n,p. 493. Gervale, p. 13¥5.
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daries of the rival jurifdi®ions ; and for this purpofe
he fummoned a general council of the nobility and
prelates at ‘Clarendon, to whom he fubmitted this
great and important queflion.

‘THE barons were all gained to the king’s party,
either by the reafons which he urged, or by his fu-
perior authority : The bithops were overawed by the
general combination again{t them : And;the follow-
ing laws, commonly called the Confitutions of Claren-
don, were voted without oppofitien by this affembly®

'It was enatted, that all fuits concerning the advow-
fon and prefentation of churches fhould be detet-
mined in the civil courts : That the churches be-
longing to the king’s fee thould not be granted
in perpetuity without his confent : That clerks ac-
cufed of any crime fhould be tried in the civil
courts: That no perfon, particularly no clergy-
man of any rank, fhould depart the kingdom with.
out the king’s licence: That excommunicated
perfons thould net be bound to give fecurity for
continuing in their prefent place of abode: That
laics fhould not be accufed in {piritnal courts, ex-
cept by legal and reputable promoters and wit-
nefles : That no chief tenant of the crown fhould
be excommunicated, nor his lands be put under
an interdi@, except with the king’s confent: That
all appeals in fpiritual caufes fhould be carried
from the archdeacon to the bithop, from the
bilthop to the primate, from him to the king ; and
fhould be carried no farther without the king’s
confent : That if any law-fuit arole between a
layman and a clergyman concerning a tenant,
and it be difputed whether the land be a lay or
an ecclefiaftical fee, it thould fith be determin«
ed by the verdi& of twelve lawful men to whit
. clafs it belonged ; and if it be found to be 2
lay-fee, the caufe fhould finally be determined in

. d Fitz-St?ph. p- 33
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fhould be excommunicated for non-appearance in
a {piritual court, till the chicf officer of the place
where he refides be confulted, that he may compel
him by the civil authority to give fatisfation to the
church : That the archbithops, bifhops, and other
fpiritual dignitaries, fhould be regarded as barons of
the realm ; fhould poflefs the privileges and be fub.
jefted to the burthens belonging to that rank ; and
fliould be bound to atrend the king in his great coun-
¢ils, and aflilt at 4l trials, till the fentence, either of
death or lofs of members, be given againft the eri-
minal : FThat the revenue of vacant fees fhould be-
long to the king ; the chapter, or fuch of them ag
he pleafes to fummon, fhould fit in the king’s cha.
pel till they made the new eleétion with his confent,
and that the bithop-clet fhould do homage to the
crown : That if any baron or tenant iz capiie thould
refufe 1o fubmit to the fpiritnal courts, the king
fhould employ his authority in obliging him to make
fuch fubmiffions; il any of them throw off his al-
legiance to the king, the prelates fhould affifl the
king with their cenfures in reducing him: That
goads forfeited to the king thould not be protetted
in churches or churchyards : that the clergy fhould
no longer pretend to the right of enforcing payment
of debts contracted by oath or promife ; but' thould
leave thele law-fuits, equally with others, to the de-
termination of the civil courts : And that the foas
of villains fhould not be ordained clerks, without
the confent of their lord %

TrHEsE articles, to the number of fixteen, were
calculated to prevent the chief.abufes which had
prevailed, in ecclefiaftical affairs, and to put an ef-
teftual ftop to the wfurpations of the church, which,
gradually fealing on, had threatened the total de-

" ¢ Hi%. Quad, p.163. M. Paris,p, 70,71, Spelm. Conc,
vol. ii, p.%' Gervale, p. 1 386,13%7, Wilkins, p. 321.
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flruftion of the civil power. Henry, therefore, by c 1 a ¥,

reducing thofe ancient cuftoms of the realm to writ-
ing, and by colletting them in a body, endeavoured
to prevent all future difpute with regard to them;
and by paffing fo-many ecclefiaftical ordinances in
a national and civil affembly, he fully eftablifhed
the fuperiority of the legiflature above all papal de-
crees or fpiritual canons, and gained a fignal vic-
tory over the ecclefiaftics. ‘But as he knew, that
the bifhops, though overawed by the prefent com-
bmation of the crown and the barons, would take
the firft favourable opportunity of denying the au~
_thority. which had enatted thefe conftitutions, he
refolved that they fhould all fet their feal to them,
and give a promife to oblerve them. None of the
prelates dared to oppofe his will ; except Becket,;
who, though urged by the earls of Cornwal and
Leiceller, the barons of principal authority in the

kingdom, obflinately withheld his affent. { At laft,

Richard de Haftings, grand prior of the templars
in England, threw him{elf on his knees before himyg
and with many tears entreated him, if he paid any
regard either to his own fafety or that of the church,
not 'to “provoke, by a fruitlefs oppofition, the in.
‘dignation of a great moparch, .who was refolutely
bent on his purpofe, and who' was determined to
take full fevenge on every one that thould dare to
‘oppofe him ', ~ Becket, finding himfelf deferted b

all the world, even by his own brethren, was at lafk
obliged to comply ; and he promifed /fegally, with
good faith, and without Jraud or referve®, to ob.
ferve the conftitutions ; and he tock an oath to that
purpofe*. The king, thinking that he had now
finally prevailed in this great enterprile, fent the
conflitutions to popé Alexander, who then refided
'in France ; and hé required that pontiff’s ratifica-

- § Hit. Quad.p. 38. Hoveden, p. 493, E Fita-Stepl.
TURES Lprif 8t. Thom. p. 25. P » Fitz-Steph. p» 43,
Fhilke.Quad. «p. 39.° Gervac, p. 1386s i

o ° 1013

395

Vi,

2164,



396

HISTORY OF ENGLAND,

¢ H AP tion of them : But Alexander, who, though he had
‘e OWed the moft important obligations to the king,

1164,

plainly faw, that thefe laws were calculated to efta-
bliflv the independency of England on the papacy,
and of the royal power on the clergy, condemned
them in the firongefl terms ; abrogated, annulled,
and rcjefted them. There were only fix articles,
the lealt important, which, for the fake of peace, he
was willing to ratify.

BeckeT, when he oblerved that he might hope
for fupport in an oppofition, exprefled the deepeft
forrow for his compliance ; and endeavoured to en-
gage all the other bithops in a confederacy to ad-
here to their common rights, and to the ecclefiafti-
cal privileges, in which he reprefented the intereft
and honour of God to be fo deeply concerned, He
redoubled his aufteritics, in order to punifh himfelf
for his criminal confent to the conftitutions of Cla-
rendon : He proportioned his difcipline to the enor-
mity of his fuppofed offence: And he refufed to
exercile any part of his archiepifcopal funétion, till
he fhould receive abfolution from the pope ; which
was readily granted him. Henry, informed of his
prefent difpofitions, refolved to take vengeance for
this refractory beliaviour, and he attempted to crufh
bim, by means of that very power which Becket
made {uch merit in {upporting. He applied 1o the
pope, that he fhould grant the commiflion of legate
in his dominions 10 the “archbithop of York; but
Alexander, as politic as he, though he granied the
commiflion, annexed a claufe, that it fhould not im-
power the legate to execute any a& in prejudice of
the archbithop of Canterbury ! : And the king, find-
ing how fruitlefs fuch an authority would prove, fent
back the commiflion by the fame meflenger that
broughe it*.

1 Epift, St. Thom. p. 13, 14 & Tioveden, po 493,
Gervale, p. 1388,
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Tar_ primate, however, who found himfelf fll © H AP
expofed to'the king’s indignation, endeavoured twice ,___VL_,

to efcape fecretly from the kingdom ; but was as
often detained by contrary winds: And Hemy
haftened to make hirh feel the effefts of an obftinacy
which he deemed fo criminal. He inftigated John,
marefchal of the exchequer, to fue Becket in the
archiepifcopal court for fome lands, part of the ma-
nor of Pageham ; and to appeal thence to the king’s
court for juftice’.  On the day appointed for trying
the caufe, the primate fent four knights to reprefent
certain irregularities in John’s appeal; and at the
fame time to excule himfelf, on account of ficknefs,
for not appearing perfonally that day in the court.
This flight offence (if it even deferve the name) was
reprefented asa grievous contempt; the four knights
were menaced, and with difficulty efeaped being fent
to prifon, as offering falfehoods to the court * 5 and
Henry, being determined to profecute Becket to the
utmolt, fummoned, at Northampton, a great coun-
cil, which he purpofed to make the inftrument of
his vengeance againft the inflexible prelate.

Tue king had raifed Becket from a low ftation
to the higheft offices, had honoured him with his

countenance and friendthip, had trufted to his affift-

ance in forwarding his favourite proje&t againft the
clergy; and when he found him become of a fudden
his moft rigid opponent, while every one befide
complied with his will, rage at the difappointment,
and indignation againlt fuch -fignal ingratitude,
tranfported him beyond all bounds of mederation;
.and there feems to have entered more of paffion
-than of juftice, or even of policy, in this violent
profecution ™’ The barons; notwith{tanding, in the
great cotmcil, voted whatever fentence he was pleal-
‘ed to didtate to them; and the bithops themf{elves,

T Hoveden, p. 404 M. Paris, p» 72. Diceto, p. 5§37,
* See note [ R ] at theend of the volwme. ™ Neubr. p. 394
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who undoubtedly bore a fecret favour to Becket,
and regarded him as the champion of their pri-
vileges, concurred with the teft in the defign of
opprefling their primate. In vain did Becket urge
that his court was proceeding with the utmoft re-
gularity and juftice in trying the maiefchal’s caufe
which, however, he {aid, would appear {rom the
therifl’s teflimony to be entirely unjult and ini-
quitous: That he himfelf had difcovered no con-
tempt of the king’s court; but, on the contrary,
by fending four knights to excufe his abfence, had
virtually acknowledzed its authority : That he allo,
in confequence of the king’s fummons, perfonally
appeared at prefent in the great council, readyto
juftify his caule againft the marefchal, and to [ub-
mit his conduét to their enquiry and jurifdi&tion :
That even fhould it be found that he had been
guilty of non-appearance, the laws had affixed a
very flight penalty to that offence: And that, as he
was an inhabitant of Kent, where his archiepifcopal
palace was feated, he was by law cntitled to fome
greater indulgence than ufual in the rate of his
fine". Notwith{tanding thefe pleas, he was con-
demned as guilty of a contempt of the king’s
court, and as wanting in the fealty which he had
fworn to his fovercign ; all his goods and chartels
were confifcated ®; and that this trinmph over the

.church might be carried to the utmoft, Hem;z
0

bithop of Winchefter, the prclate who had been
powerful in the former reign, was, in fpite of his
remonftrances, obliged, by order of the court, to
pronounce the fentence againft him® The pri-
mate fubmitted to the decree; and all the prelates,
except Folliot, biliop of London, who paid court
to the king by this fingularity, became fureties for
him 9 It is remarkable, that feveral Norman ba.
rons voted in this council; and we may conclude,
® Fitz-Steph. p. 37, 42, e Hift. Quad. p. 47. Hoveden
P 404r Gc})v.-. e, iz': I;SQ. Pl?itz%t'eph?g?;'j'. JlIbidf
N with
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with fome probability, that a like praltice had pre- c 1 a 2.
vailed in many of the great councils fummoned fince "%,
the conqueft. For the contemporary hiftorian, who  i1;.
has given us-a full account of thefe tranfa&tions, does
not mention this circumftance as anywife fingular;
and Becket, in all his fubfequent remonftrances,
with regard to the fevere treatment which he had
met with, never founds any objeétion on an irregu-
larity, which to us appears very palpable and fla.
grant. So little precifion was there at that time in
the government and conftitution!

Tre king was not content with this fentence,
however violent and oppreflive. Next_day, he
demanded of Becket the fum of three hundred
pounds, which the primate had levied upon the
honours of Eye and Berkham, while in his pof-
feflion. . Becket, after premifing that he was not
obliged to anfwer to this fuit, becaufe it was not
contained in his fummons ; after remarking that he
had expended more than that fum in the repairs of
thofe caftles, and of the royal palace at London ;
exprefled however his refolution, that money fhould
not be any ground of quarrel between him and his
fovereign: He agreed 'to pay the fum; and imme-
diately gave. fureties for it'. In the fubfequent
“meeting; the king demanded five hundred marks,
which, he affirmed, he had lent Becket during the
war at Touloufe'; and another fum to the .fame
afiount, for which that prince had been furety fot
him to a Jew. Immediately after thefe two claims,
he preferred a third of ftill greater importance : Ife
re'(:{uired him ta give in the accounts of his'admi-
niftration. while chancellor, and to pay the balance
due'from' the révenues of all the prelacies, abbies,
.and baronies, which had, during that time, been
fubje@ted to his management®. Becket obferved,
that, 28 this demand was totally unexpetted, he had

* Fitz.Steph. p. 6. * Ibid.p. 38. © Hift, Quad.
D 47. ¢ [Toveden, pe 494+, Lhceto, p. 537,
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not come prepared to anfwer it ; but he required 3
delay, and promifed in that cufe ro give fatifadtion,
The king infifled upon furetics ; and Becker defired
leave to conlult his fullragins in a cafe of fuch im.
portance .

It is apparent, from the known chara&er .f
Henry, and {rom the ufual vigilance of his go-
veinment, that, when he promoted Becket to the
fee of Canterbury, he was, on good grounds, well
pleafed with his adminifiration in the former high
office with which he had entrufted him ; and that,
even if that prelate had diflipated money beyond the
income of his place, the king was fatisfied that his
expences were not blameable, and had in the main
been colculated for his fervice*. Two years had
fince elapled ; no demand had, during that time,
been made upon him ; it was not till the quarrel
arofe concerning ecclefiaftical privileges, that the
claim was ftarted, and the primate was, of a fud.
den, required to produce accounts of fuch intricacy
and extent before a tribunal which had thewn a
determined refolution to ruin and opprefs him. To
find fureties that he fhould anfwer fo boundlefs
and uncertain a claim, which, in the king’s efti-
mation amounted to 44,000 marks”, was imprac-
ticable; and Becket's [nffragans were extremely at
2 lofs what counfel to give him in fuch a critical
emersency. Dy the advice of the bifhop of Win.
chefter he offercd two thoufand marks as a ger@ral
fatisfalion for all demands: But this offer was re-
jefted by the king“. Some prelates exhérted him
to refign his fee, on condition of receiving an ac-
quittal : Others were of opinion, that he ought to
fubtnit himfelf cntirely to the king’s merey*: But
the piimate, thus pufhed to the utmoft, had too
much courage to fink under oppreffion: He de-

* Fitz-Steph. p. 38 * Hoveden, p. 495. ¥ Epift.

¢ St. Thom. p. 315 = Fitz Steph. p, 38, * Titz=
Stephs p. 39, Gervale, . 1590 ’ .
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teirhined to bravé all his enemies, to truft to the cwu a P.

facrednéfs of his chara@ter for proteétion, td involve
his' canfe with that of God and religion, and to ftard
the utmoft efforts of royal indignation. . ,
 ArTER a few days fpent in ‘deliberation, Becket
went to cburch, and faid mafs, whete he had pre-
vioufly ordered, that the introit to the communion
fervice thould begin with thefe words, Princes fat
aud fpake dgainft me; the paffage appointed for the
martyrdom of St. Stephen, whom the primite
thereby tacitly pietended to refemblc in his fuffér-
ings for the fake of righteoufnefs: He went thence
“to court, arfayed in his facred veftments+ As foort
as he arrived within the palace-gate, he took the
erofs into his own hands, bore it aloft as his pro-
teftion, and marched in that pofture into the royal
apartments®, The king, who Wwas in an inner
room, was aftonithed at this parade, by which the
primate [eemed to wienace him and his court with
the fentence of excommunication; and he {ent {ome
‘of the prelates to remonftrate with him on account
of fuch audacious behaviour, Thele prelates com.
plained fo Becket, that, by fubferibing himflf to
fHe conflitutions of Clarendon, he had feduced
them' to imitaté his ‘example ; and that now, when
it was too late, he pretended to fhake of all fub-
ordination to the civil power, and appeared de-
fisous of involving them in the guilt which muft
attend ‘any violafion ‘of thofe laws; eftablifhéd by
theitr confent, and ratified by their, fubferiptions®.
Betcket replied, that he had indeed fubfcribed the
conftitutions of Clarendon, legally, with good faith,
tind without fraud or referwe; but in thefe words
was vittually implied a falvo for the rights of their
order, which, being connetted ‘with the canle of
God -and his church; told nevetr be rellnquithed
by theit odths and’ engagements: That if he and
* ¥ Flitg-Steph. p. 40. Hik. Quad. p. 53. Hoveden, p: fos.
Neubr. p. 39};.. }%.)'pl?t St, Thc;'n::p‘-: g.‘_ssc Fitz Step'n.F p?35.
You. I, Dg" they’
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they had erred in rfigning the ecclefiaftical privi.
legcs, the beft atonemeut they could now make was
to retrat their confent, which, in fuch a cafe, could
never be obligatory, and to follow the pope’s au-
thority, who had foleninly annulled the conftitutions
of Clarendon, and had abfolved them fiom all oaths
which they had taken to obferve themn : That a de-
termined refolution was evidently embraced to op-
prefs the church ; the ftorm had firft broken upon
him ; for a flight offence, and which too was falfely
imputed to him, he had been tyrannically condemned
to a giievous penalty; anew and unheard-of claim
was fince ftaited, in which he could expeé no jufe
tice; and he plainly faw, that he was the deftined
+i&im, who, by his ruin, muft prepare the way for
the abrogation of ull fpiritual immuniries : That he
itri@ly inhibited them who were his fuffragans from
aflifting at any fuch trial, or giving their fanttion to
any fentence againft him; he put himfelf and his
fee under the proteftion of the fupreme pontiff;
and appealed to bim againft any penalty which his
iniquitous judges might think proper to infli& upon
him: And that, however terrible the indignation of
f great a monarch as Henry, his fword could only
Lill the body ; while that of the church, entrufted
into the hands of the primate, could kill the foul,
and throw the dilobedient into infinite and eternal
perdition 4. L
ArpraLs to the pope, even in ecclefiaftical
caufes, had been abolifhed by the conftitutions of
Clarendon, and were become criminal by law ; but
an appeal in a civil caufe, fuch as the king’s de-
mand upon Becker, was a prattice altogether new
and unprecedented it tended direétly to the fub-
verfion of the government, and could receive no
colour of excule, except from the determined refo-
lution, which was but too apparent in Henry and the
4 Fitz-Steph. p. 42. 44, 6. Hift. Quad. p. 37. Hoveden,
P 495 'M.p Paﬁs:!‘ p- g.ﬁl’i‘gﬁ‘ﬂ. St 'I‘%Jm,_ 5?:57 195 .
grea
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great council, to effeCtuate, without jultice, but un:
der colour of law, the total ruin of the inflexible pri-
mate. 'Lhe king, having now obtained 4 pretext fo
much more plaufible for his violence, would probably
have pufhed the affair to the utmoft extrenity again(t
him ; but Becket gave him no leifure to conduét the
profecution. Heé refufed fo much as to hear the {en-
tence, which the barons, fitting apart from the bi-
fhops, and joined to fome theriffs and barons of the
fecond rank °, had given upon the king’s claim: He
departed from the palace ; afked Henry’s immediate
permiffion to leave Northampton ; and upon meet-
ing with a refufal, he withdrew fecretly ; wandered
about in difguife for fome time ; and at laft' took
fhipping, and arrived fafély at Gravelines.

THe violent and unjuft ‘profecution of Becket
had 2 hatural tendency to turn the public favour on
li§ fide, and to make men overloolk his former ‘in-
graticude towards the king, and his departure from
all oaths and engagements, as well as the enormity
of thofe eccleﬁa(gipal privileges, of which he affetted
to be the champion. There were many other rea-
fons which procured him countenance and proteftion
in foreign countries. Philip earl of Flanders?,
and Lewis king of France®, jealous of the:rifing
greatnefs of Henry, were well pleafed to. give him
difturbance in his government ; and forgettirig that
thig was the cornmon canfe of princes, they affefted

to- pity extremely the condition of the .exiled pri-’
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mate ; and the latter even honoured him with-a vifit -

at Soiffons, in which city he had invited him to tix
his refidence®, . The pope, whofe interefts were
more. immediately concerned in fupportipg him,

© Fitz.Steph. p. 46! This hiftoviap is fuppofed t3 mean the
thiore confiderable vafluls of the:chief barons: Thele had no title
to fit in:the great council, and the giving them a place there was
& palpable irregularity § which however is not infilted on in any
of Becket’s remonfirances: A farther proof how little figed the

zonftitution wasat that times ' f Epift. St. Thom. p. 35

£Ibidi p, 36, 37 ¢  Hift. Quad,'p. 45, -
b - Dda gave
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gave a cold reception to a magnificent embaffy
which Henry fent to accufe him ; while Becket him.
felt, who had come to Scns in order to juftify his
caufe before the foveieign pontiff, was received with
the greateft marks of diftin&ion. The king, in re-
venge, fequeftered the revenues of Canterbury ; and
by a conduét which might be efteemed arbitrary, had
there been at that time any regular check on royal
authotity, he banithed all the primate’s relations and
domeftics, to the number of four hundred, whom
ke obliged to fwear, before their departure, that they
would inftantly join their patron. But this policy,
by which Henry endeavoured to reduce Becket
fooner to neceffity, loft its effe€t : The pope, when
they arrived beyond fea, abfolved them from their
oath, and diftributed them among the convents in
France and Flanders : A refidence was affigned to
Becket himfelf in the convent of Pontigny, where
he lived for fome yea1s in great magnificence, paitly
from a penfion gianted him on the revenues of that
abbey, partly from remittances made him by the
Trench monarch.

THE more to ingratiate himfelf with the pope,
Becket refigned into his hands the fee of Canter-
bury, to which, he affirmed, he had been unca.
nouically elefted by the authority of the royal man-
date ; and Alexander, in hig turn, befides invefting
him anew with thar dignity, pretended to abrogate,
by a bull, the fentence which the great council of
England had paflfed againit him. Henry, after
attempting in vain to procure a conference with the
pope, who departed foon after for Rome, whither
the profperous ftate of his affairs now invited him,
made prowfions againft the confequences of that
breach which impended between his kingdom and
the apoftolic fee. He iffued orders to his jufticia-
ries, inhibiting, under fevere penalties, all’appeals
to the pope or archbithop ; forbidding any onc to
receive any mandates fromr them, or apply in anf)'

cafe
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cale to their authority ; declaring it trealonable to ¢ H A B
bring from cither of them an interdi@ upon the '™

kingdom, and punifhable in fecular clergymen by
the lofs of their eyes and by caftration, in regulars
'by amputation of their feet, and in laics with death ;
and menacing with fequeftration and banifhment the
perfons themfelves, as well as their kindred, who
thould pay obedience to any fuch interdict : And he
farther obliged all his fubjefts to fwear to the ob-
fervance of thofe orders®. ~ Thele were edi@s of the
utmott importance, affetted the lives and properties
of all -tt.le fubjeéts, and ‘even changed, for the time,
the national religion, by breaking off all communi-
cation with Rome : Yet were they enaced by the
fole authority of the king, and were derived entire«
ly from his will and pleafure.

Tue fpiritual powers, which, in the primitive
churc.h, were, in a great meafure, dependant on
the civil, had by a gradual progrefs reached an
equality and independence; and though the limits
of the two jurifdi®tions were difficult to afcertain or
define, it was'not impoflible, but, by moderation
on both fides, government might ftill have been
conduted in that imperfe@ and irregulat manner
which attends all human inftitutions. But as thé
ignorance of the age encouraged the ecclefiaftics
daily to extend their priviléges, and even-to ad-
'vance maxims totally: incompatible with civil go-
yernment *, Henry had thought it high time to put
an end to their pretenfions, and formally in a pub-

lic ‘council, to fix thofe powers which belonged to -

the fnagiltrate, and which he was for the future de-
termined to maintain. I this attempt he was led
to re-eftablith cuftoms, which, though ancient, werg
beginning to be abolifhed by a contrary pralice,

A Hil, Qﬁaé.'p. 88. x67: Hoveden, p. 496. M. Parig, pe 73

. ¥ Quis dubites, fays Becket to the king, facerdates Chriftire-.

qum ¢ principum omniumgue fidelium patres et magifivoe eenferis
Epift, St. Thom, . 97. 148. * '

Ddj and
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ciple, therefore, finod on the one fide, power on the
other ; and if the Englifh had been a&uated by con-
{cience more than by prefent intereft, the controverfy
muft foon, by the general defe@ion of Henry’s [ub-
je@ts, have been decided againft him.  Becket, in
order to forward this event, filled all places with ex.
clamations againft the violence which he had foffer-
ed. He compared himfell to Chrift, who had been
condemned by a lay tribunal !, and who was crucified
anew in the piclent oppreflions under which his
church laboured : He took it for granted, as a point
inconteftable, that his caufe was the caufe of God™:
He affumed the chara@ler of champion for the pa-
trimony of the Divinity : He pretended to be the
fpiritual father of the king and all the people of Eng.
fand ": He cven told Henry, that kings reign folely
by the authority of the church®: And thoughhehad
thus torn off the veil more openly on the one fide,
than that princc had on the other, he feemed ftill,
from the general favour borne him by the ecclefi-
aflics, to have all the advantage in the argument,
The king, that he might employ the weapons of
temporal power remaining in his hands, fulpended
the payment of Peter’s pence ; he made advances
towards an alliance with the emperor, Fredetick Bar-
baroffa, who was at that time engaged in violent gais
with pope Alexander; he difcovered fome intentions
of acknowledging Pafcal III, the prelent anti-pope,
who was prote@ed by that emperor ; and by thefe
expedients he endeavoured to terrify the enterpri-
fing though prudent pontiff from procegding to ex-
tremitie§ againtt him,.

! Epift, St. Thom. p. 63. 105. 194. n Ibid. p. 29, 30,
31,226,  ® Firz-Steph, p. 46. Epift, 8t. ‘Thom. p. 52. 148.
« ®Brady’s Append. No. 6. Epift. St. Thom. p. 94, 95+
£7. 99. 197, Hoveden, p. 497,

.
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Bur the violence of Becket, {till more than the ¢ v a p.

nature of the controverfy, kept aflairs from remain-
ing long in fulpence between the parties.  That pre-
late inftigated by revenge, and animated by the pre-
fent glory attending his fituation, puthed matters to
a decifion, and iffued a cenfure, excommunicating
theking’s chief minifters by name, and comprehend-
ing in general all thofe who favoured or obeyed the
conflitutions of Clarendon : Thefe conftitutions he
abrogated and annulled ; he abfolved all men from
the oaths which they had taken to obferve them ;
and he fufpended the {piritual thunder over Henry
himfelf, only that the prince might avoid the blow
by a timely repentance *.

- Tre fituation of Henry was {o unhappy, that
he could employ no expedient for faving his minif-
ters from this terrible cenfure, but by appealing to
the pope himlelf, and having recourfe to a tribunal
whofe authority he had himfelf attempted to abridge

VIIf.

\WH—J
23103,

in this very article of appeals, and which, he knew, |

was fo deeply engaged on the fide of his adverfary.
But even this expedient was not likely to be long
effe®ual. Becket had obtained from the pope 2
legantine commiffion over England; and in virtme
of that authority, which admitted of no appeal, he
fummoned the bithops of London, Salifbury, and
others, to attend him, and ordered under pain of
excommunication, the ecclefiaftics, {equeltered on
his acconnt, to be reftored in two months to all
their benefices. “ But John of Oxford, the king’s
agent with the pope, had the addrefs t6' procure
orderg for {ufpending this fentence; and he gave
the pontiff fuch' hopes of a fpeedy reconcilement
between the king and Becket, that two legates,
Williain of Pavia and Otho, were fent to Nors

' p Fitz-Stephe P 56 Hilt. Quad. p, 93. B, Paric, p. 74+
Beaulien Vicpde St. Thom. p. 213.  Epiits St Thom. p. 149
29, Hoveden, P 499+ . . :
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deavoured to find expedients for that purpofe. But
the pretenfions of the partics were, as yet, too op-
pofitc to admit of an accommodation : The king
required, that all the conftitutions of Clarendon
fhould be 1atificd : Becket, that previoufly to
any agreement, he and his adherents thould be re.
ftored to their pofleflions : And as the legates had
no power to pronounce 2 ¢ finitive fentence on ej.
ther 'fide, the negociation foon after came to no.
thing. The cardinal of Pavia allo, being much
attached to Henry, took care to protradt the nego.
tiation ; to mitigate the pope, by the accounts
which he fent of that prince’s condudl ; and to pro.
cure him eveiy poffible indulgence from the fee of
Rome. About this time the king had alfo the ad-
drefs o obtain a difpenfation for the marriage of
his third fon Geoifrey, with the heirefs of Britan.
ny; a conceffion which, confidering Henry’s de-
merits towards the church, gave great fcandal both
to Becket, and to his zcalous patron the king of
France,

THz intricacies of the feudal law had, in that
age, rendered the boundaries of power between the
prince and his vaffals, and between one prince and

fanother, as uncortain as thole between the crown
and the mitre ; and all wars took their origin from
difputes, which had there been any tribunal pol-
icfled of power to enforce their decrees, ought (G
have becn decided only before a court of judicature,
Henry, in profecution of fome controverfies, in
which he was involved with the count of Auvergne,
a vaffal of the dutchy of Guienne, had invaded the
territories ef that nobleman ; who had recourfe to
the king of France, hig fuperior lord, for protec-
tion, and thereby kindled a war between the twao
monarchs.  But this war was, as ufual, no lefs fee-
ble in its operations, than it was frivolous in itg
' caule
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canfe and objeét; and after occafioning fome mu- ¢ 1 ap.
tual depredations®, and fome infurrections among , ™%,
the barons of Poiftou and Guienne, was termi- 1ig,
nated by a peace. The terms of this peace were ‘
rather difadvantageous to Henry, and prove that
that prince had, by reafon of his contelt with the
church, loft the fuperiority which he had hitherto
maintained over the crown of France: An addi-
tional motive to him for accammodating thofe dif.
ferences. .

The pope and.the king began at laft to perceive,
that, in the prefent fituation of affairs, .neither of
them. could expet a final and decifive viftory over
the other, and that they had more to fear than to
hope from the .duaration of the - controverfy.
Though the vigour. of Henry’s government had
confirmed his authority in all his dominions, his
throne might be fhaken by a fentence of excommu.-
nication ; and if England itfelf could, by its fitua.
tion, be more eaflly guarded againft the contagion
of fuperftitious prejudices, his French provinces at
leaft, whofe communication was open with the
neighbouring ftates, would be much expofed, on
that.account, to fome great revolution or convul-
fion". .He could not, thergfore, reafonably ima-
gine that the pope, while he retained fuch a check
upon him, would. formally recognife the conttitu-
tions of Clirendon, which both put an end to'pa-
pal pretenfions in England, and would give an ex-
ample 1o other ftates of exerting a like independ-
ency *. Pope Alexander, on the other hand, be-
ing ftill engaged in_dangerous wars with the em-
peror Frederic, might juftly apprehend, that Henzy,
rather than relinquifh -claims of Tuch importance,
would join the party of his.enemy; and as the trials
hitherto made of the fpiritual ,weapons by Becket

1Haveden, p.517. M, Paris, p. 75. Diceto, p. §47. Ger=
yale, p. 1402, 1403. Robert de Monte.
* Epift, 8t.Thow. p, 230. * 5 I, p. 276, b d.’
¢ 13Q
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had not fucceeded to Lis expectation, and eveyy
thing had 1emained quiet in all the king's domi.
nions, nothing feemed imipoflible to the capacity'
and vigilance of fo great a monarch. The difpofi.
tion of minds on both fides, refulting from thefe
circumftances, produced frequent attempts towards
an accommodation ; but as both parties knew that
the eflential articles of the difpute could not then be
terminated, they entertained a perpetual jealoufy of
each other, and were anxious not to lofe the leatt
advantage in the negotiation. The nuncios, Gra.
tian and Vivian, having received a commiffion to
endeavour a reconciliation, met with the king in
Normandy ; and after all differences feemed to be
adjufted, Henry offered to fign the treaty, with a
falvo to his royal dignity ; which gave fuch umbrage
to Becket, that the negotiation, in the end, became
fruitlefs, and the excommunications were renewed
againft the king’s minifters. Another negotiation
was condulted at Montmirail, in prefence of the
king of France, and the French prelates; where
Becket alfo offered to make his fubmiffions, with a
falvo to the honour of God, and the liberties of the
church which, for a like reafon, was extremely
offenfive to the king, and rendered the treaty abor-
tive. A third conference, under the fame media.
tion, was broken off, by Becket’s infifting on a like
referve in his fubmiffions; and even in a fougth
treaty, when all the terms were adjufted, and when
the primate expeéled to be introduced to the king,
and to receive the kifs of peace, which it was ufuat
for princes to grant in thofe times, and which was
regarded gs a [ure pledge of forgivenefs, Henry re.
fufed him that honour ; under pretence, that, dur-
ing his anger, he had made a rath vow to th'fxt pure
pofe. This formality ferved, among fuch jealous:
ipirits, to prevent the conclufion of the treaty ; and
though the difficulty was attempted to be overcome
by a dilpenfation which the pope granted to I'I;I}l‘)’
Tomy
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from his vow, that prince could not be prevailed on
to depart from the refolution which he had taken.

I~ one of thefe conferences, at which the French
king was prefent, Henry faid to that monarch:
¢ There have been many kings of England, fome
* of greater, fome of lefs authority than myfelf:
¢¢ There have allo been many archbithops of Can-

terbury, holy and grod men, and entitled to every
kind of refpett: Tet Becket but a&t owards me
with the fame {ubmiffion which the greateft of
his predeceffors have paid to the lealt of mine,
and there fhall be no controverfy between us.”
Lewis was fo ftruck with this flate of the cafe, and
with an offer which Henry made to fubmit his caufe
to the French clergy, that he could not forbear con-
demning the primate, and withdrawing his friend-
fhip from him during fome time : But the bigotry
of that prince, and their common animofity gainft
Ilenry, foon produced a renewal of their former
good correfpondence.

t All difficulties were at lalt adjufted between the
parties ; and the king allowed Becket to return, on
conditions which may be efteemed both honourable
and advantageous to that prelate. He was not re-
quired to give up any rights of the church, or re.
fign any of thole pretenfions which had been the
original ground of the controver{y.; It was agreed
that all thele queftions thould be buried in oblivion ;
but that Becket and his adherents fhould, without
making farther fubmiffion, be reftored to all their
livings, and that even the pofleffors of fuch bene-
fices as depended on the feeof Canterbury, and had
been filled "during the primate’s abfence, thould be
expelled, and Becket have liberty to fupply the va-
cancies'. {In return for conceffions which en-
trenched {o deeply on the honour and dignity of the
crown, Hepry reaped only the advantage of fecing

[
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8 A P. his minifters abfolved from the lentence of excoma
fomymw MNNICAtION pronounced againft them, and of pre.

2170s

venting the interdi@, which, if thefe hard condi-
tious had not been complied with, was rcady to be
laid on all his dominions*: It was eafy to fee how
much he dreaded that event, when a prince of o
high a fpirit could fubmit to terms fo difhonourable
in order to preventit. So anxious was 1l:nry to
accommodate all differences, and to reconcile hin.
{elf fully with Becket, that he took the moft ¢x-
traordinary fteps to flatter his vanity, and even,
on one occafion, humiliated himfelf fo far as to
hold the ftirrup of that haughty prelate while he
mounted 7.

\Bur the king attained not even that temporary
tranquilliry which he had hoped to reap fiom thefe
expedients. During the heat of his quarrel with
Becket, while he was every day expetling an inter-
di€t to be laid on his kingdom, and a {entence of
excommunication te be fulminated againft his per.
fon, he had thought it prudent to hawe his fon,
prince Henry, afluciated with him in the royalty,
and to make him be crowned king by the hands of
Roger archbifhop of York. By this precaution he

,both enfured the fucceflion of that prince, which,
confidering the many paft irregularities in that
point, could not but be efteemed {omewhat pre-
carious; and he preferved at leaft his family on thg
throne, if the fentence of excommunication thould
have the elf:& which he dreaded, and {hould make
his fubje@s renounce their allegiance to him.
Though this defign was conduéled with expedition
and fecrecy, Becket, before it was carriéd into exe-
cution, had got intelligence of it ; and being des
firous of obfiruéting all Henry’s meafures, as well
as anxious to prevent this affront to himfelf, who

* Hit, Quad, E 104. DBrompton, p. t06z. Gervale,
p» 1408. Epill. 5t. Thom. p. 704, 705, 706, 707, 792, 793,
794 Benedi®. Abbas, p. 79., ¥ Epilt 5. 1ib. 5.
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pretended to the foleright, as archbifhop of Can- ¢ u 4 .

terbury, to officiate in the coronation, he had inhi-
bited all the prelates of England from aflifting at
this cevemony, had procured frem the pope a man-
date to the fame purpofe®, and had incited the
king of France to proteft againft the coronation of
young Henry, unlefs the princefs, dasghter of that
monarch, fhould at the fame time receive the royal
un&tion. There prevailed in that age an opinion,
which was a-kin to its other fuperftitions, that the
royal undtion was effential to the exercife of royal
power®: It was therefore natural both for the king
of France, careful of his daughter’s eftablifhment,
and for Becket, jealous of his own dignity, to de-
mand, in the treaty with Henry, fome fatisfaction
in this eflential point, Henry, after apologifing to
Lewis for the omiffion with regard to Margaret,
and excufing it on aecount of the fecrecy and dif
patch requifite for conduéling that meafure, pro-
mifed that the ceremony fhould be renewed in the
perfons both of the prince and princefs: And he
affured Becket, thar befides receiving the acknow-
ledgments of Roger and the other bifhops for the
feeming affront put on the fee of Canterbury, the
primace fhould, as a farther {atisfaltion, recover his
tights by officiating in this coronation. But the
violent [pirit of Becket, elated by the power of the
chyrch, and by the vi¢tory which he had already
obtained over his {overeign, was not content with
this voluntary compenfation, but refolved to make
the injury, which he pretended to have fuffered, a
handle for taking revenge on all his eneniies,  On
his arrival in England he’ met the archbifhop of
York, and the bifhops of London and Bahfbury,}
who were on their journey to the king in Nor-
mandy :{ He notified to the archbifhop the fentence
of fulperifion, and to the two bifhops that of ex~

2 Hit. Quad. p, ro3. EpiR. St. Thom. p. 6§2. Ger-
wle, p, 1413, ¥ *Epift? St, Thom, p. 708,
comuil-
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communication, which at his folicitation the pope
had pronounced againft them. Reginald de Wa.
renne, and Gervafe de Cornhill, two of the king’s
minifters who were employed on their duty in Kent,
afked him, on hearing of this bold attempt, whe.
ther he meant to bring fire and fword into the king.
dom? Baut the primate, heedlefs of the reproof,
proceeded, in the moft oftentatious manner, to take
poflefion of his diocefe. In Rochefler, and all the
towns through which he paffed, he was received
with the thouts and acclamations of the populace.
As he approached Southwark, the clergy, the laity,
men of all ranks and ages, came {orth to meet him,
and celebrated with hymns of joy his triumphant
entrance. And though he was obliged, by order of
the young prince, who refided at Woodftoke, to re-
turn to his diocefe, he found that he was not mil-
taken when he reckoned upon the higheft venera-
tion of the public towards his perfon and his dig-
nity. He proceeded, therefore, with the more
courage, to dart his fpintual thunders: He iffued
the fentence of excommunication againft Robert de
Broc and Nigel de Sackville, with many others,
who cither had aflifted at the coronation of the
prince, or been adlive in the late perfecution of the
exiled clergy. This violent meafure, by which he
in effe® denounced war againfl the king himfelf, is
commonly afcribed to thewindi@live difpofition ggd
imperious charaller of Becket ; but as this prelate
was alfo 2 man of acknowledged abilities, we are
not, in his paffions alone, to look for- the canfe of
his conduét, when he proceeded to thefe extremities
againft his enemies, His fagacity had led him to
difcover all Henry’s intentions ; and he propofed, by
this bold and unexpefted affault, to.prevent the
execution of them.:! -.

- The King, from his experience of the difpofitiors
of his people, was become fenfible that his enter-
prife had been too Hold in eftablifhing the conflitu-

, tions
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tions of Clarendon, in defining all the branches of ¢ 11 4 ».

royal power, and in endeavouring to extort from
the church of England as well as from the*pope,
an exprefs avowal of thele difputed prerogatives.
Conlcious alfo of his own violence in attempting to
break or fubdue the inflexible primate, he was not
difpleafed to undo that meafure which had given his
enemies fuch advantage againft him; and he was
contented that the controverfy thould terminate in
that ambiguous manner, which was the utmoft that
princes in thofe ages could hope to attain in their
difputes with the lee of Rome, ‘Though he drop-
ped, for the prefent the profecution of Becket, he
ftill referved to himfelf the right of maintaining,
that the conftitutions of Clarendon, the original
ground of the quarrel, were both the ancient cufs
toms and the prefent law of the realm : And though

he knew that the papal clergy aflerted them to be

impious in themfelves, as well as abrogated by the
fentence of the fovercigm pontiff, he intended, in
fpite of their clamours, fteadily to put thofe laws
in execution ®, and to truft to his own abilities, and
sa the courle of events, far fuccels in that perilous
enterprife. He hoped that Becket’s experience of
a fix years® exile would, after his pride was fully
gratified by his reftoration, be fuflicient to teaca
him more referve in his oppofition ; or if any con-
troverfy arofe, he expe€ied thenceforth to engage
in"3 more favourable caule, and to main:ain with
advantage, while the primate was now in his power-,
the ancient and undoubted cuftoms of the king-
dom againft the ufurpations of the clergy. But
Becket determined not to betray the ecclefiafiical
privileges by his connivance?, and appreltentive lelt
a prince of fuch profound policy, if allnwed to pro-
ceed in his own way, might probably in the end
prevail, refolved to take all the advantage which

bEpift. 5t. Thom. p. 837, 839. ® Fitz-Steph. p. 63«
4 Epift, St. Thom. p. 345." 2 ; )
At
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CHA P his prefent viloty gave him, and to difconcert the
ey Cautions menfurces of the king, by the vehemence

13

and rigour of his own conduét'. Affured of fupport
from Rome, he was little intimidated by dangets,
which his courage tanght himto defpife, and which,
even if attended with the moll fatal confequences,
would ferve only to gratify his ambition and thirft
of glory®.

WaEN the fufpended and excommunicited pre.
lates artived at Baieux, where the king then refided,
and complained to him of the violent proceedings
of Becket, he inftantly perceived the confequences ;
was fenfible that his whole plan of operations was
overthrown ; forefaw that the dangerous conteft be-
tween the civil and (piritual powers, a conteft which
he himfclf had firft roufed, but which he had en-
deavoured, by all his late negotiations and concef-
fions, to appeafe, muft come to an immediate and
decifive iffue ; and he was thence thrown into the
mofl violent commotion, The archbifhop of York
remarked to him, that fo long as Becket lived, he
could never expeét to enjoy peace or trangnuillity :
"The king himfell being vehemently agitated, burft
forth into an ecxclamation againft his fervants,
whofe want of zeal, he faid, had fo long left him
expofed to the enterprifes of that ungrateful and
imperious prelate®.  Four Gentlemen of his houfe-
hold, Reginald Fitz-Urfe, Willlam de Tweci,
Hugh de Moreville, and Richard Brito, taking
thefe paflionate expreflions to be a hint for Becket’s
death, immediately communicated their thoughts
to each other; and {wearing to avenge their prince’s
quarrel, fecretly withdrew from court®. = Some
menacing exfreﬂions which they had dropped, gave
a fufpicion of their defign ; and the king difpatched
a meflenger after them, charging them to attempt

¢ Fitz Steph. p. 74. f Epift. 8t. Thom. p. §18. 848.
F Gervafe, p. 1414, Parker, p. 207, k M. Paris,
p. 86. Brompton, p. 1065, PRncdit. Abbas, p. 10.

nothing
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npthing agdinft the perfon of the primate’: But
thefé orders arrived too late to prevent their fatal
purpofe;  The four affaffins, though they took
different roads to England, arrived nearly about the
fame time at Saltwoede near Canterbury; and be-
ing there joined by fome affiftants, they proceeded
in great hafte to thie archiepifcopal pﬁ?;:ce.' They
found the primate, who trufted entirely to the fa:
crednefs of his charafter, very flenderly attended;
and though they threw out many menaces and re-
“proaches againft him, he was fo incapable of fear,
that, without ufing any precattions againft their
violence, he immediately went to St. Benedit’s
church to hear vefpers.” They followed him thi-
ther, attacked him before the altar, and having
‘cloven his head with many blows, retired without
meeting any oppofition.  This was the tragical end
of Thomas a Becket, a prelate of the moft lofty,
intrepid, and inflexible [pirit, who was able to co-
ver to the world, and probably to himfelf, the en-
terprifes of pride and ambition, under the difguile
of fanéity, and of zeal for the interefts of religion :
An -extrdordinary perfonage, furely, had he been
allowed to remain in his firft {tation, and had di-
tefted the vehemence of his charaer to the lupport

of law and juftice ; inftead of being engaged by the’

prejudices of the times, to facrifice all private du.
ties and public connections te ties which he ima-
gmed or reprefented as {uperior to every civil and
political confideration. But no man who enters
into the genius of that age can, reafonably doubt
of this prelate’s fincerity. The fpirit of fuperftition
was fo prevalent, that it infallibly caught every
carelefs reafoner, much more every one whoft in-
tereft, and honour, and ambition, were engaged to
fapport it: Al the wretched literature of the times
was inlifted on that fide: Some faint glimmerings
of common, lenfe might fometimes pierce through
UHifti Quad.p. 344.  Trivet,p.55. \
Yor, L ‘Ee : the
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the thick cloud of ignorance, or, what was worfe,
the illufions of perverted fcience, which had blotted
out thic fun, and enveloped the face of raturc: But
thofe who preferved themfelves untainted by the
general contagion, procceded on no principles which
they could pretend to juftify : They were more in-
debted to their total want of inflrution, than to
their knowledge, i they fiill retained fome fhare of
underflanding : Folly was pofleffed of all the fchools
as well as all thechurches; and her votaries affumed
the garb of philofophers, together with the enfigns
of fpiritual dignities. Throughout that large col-
le€tion of letters which bears the name of St, Tho-
mas, we find, in all the retainers of that afpiring
prelate, no lefs than in himfelf, 2 moft entire and
abfolute convittion of the rcafon and piety of their
own party, and a difdain of their antagonifts: Nor
is there lefs cant and grimace in their ftyle, when
they addrefs each other, than when they compole
manifeltos for the perufal of the public. The fpirit
of revenge, violence, and ambition, which accom-
panied their conduét, inflead of forming a prefump.
tion of hypocrify, are the furelt pledges of their fin-
cere attachment to a caufe, which fo much flattered
thefe dominecring paflions.

Hrnry, on the firlt report of Becket's violent
meafures, had purpofed to have him arrefted, and
had already taken {ome feps towards the execution
of that defign: But the intelligence of his murder
threw the prince into great confternation ;, and he
was immediately fenfible o} the dangerous conle-
quences which he had rcafon to apprehend from fo
unexpctted an event, An archbithep of reputed
fanélity affaflivated before the altar, iu the exercife
of his funétions, and on account of his zecul in main-
taining  eeclefiaflical privileges, muft artain the

" higheit honours of martyrdom ; while his inuiderer

would be ranked among the mofl bloody tyrants
that ever were expofed to the hatred and detellation
of mankind, Interdifls and excommunications,

weapons
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tweapons -in themfelves fo terrible, would, he fore-
faw, be armed with double force,,when employed
in a caufe fo much calculated to work oa the hu-
man paffions, and fo peculiarly adapted to the elo-
quence of popular preachers and declaimiers. In
vain would he plead his own innocence, and even
his total ignorance of the fa& : He was fufficiently
guilty, if the church thought proper to efteem him
fuch: And his concurrence in Becket’s martyrdom,
becoming a religious opinion, would be received
with all the implicit credit which belonged to the
moft eftablithed articles of faith. Thele confidera-
tions gave the king the moft unafletted concerns
and as it was extremely his intereft to clear himfelf
from all fufpicion, he took no care to conceal the
depth of his affliction *, {He fhut himfelf up from
the light of day, and from all commerce with his
fervants : He even refufed, during threée days, all
food and fuftenance': The courtiers, apprehending
dangerous effefts from his defpair, were at lalt
obliged to break in upon his folitude ; and they
employed every topic of confolation,; induced him
to accept of nourithment, and occupied his leifure
in taking precautions againft the conlequences which
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he fo jultly apprehended. froin the murder of the -

primate. -
"Trr point of chief-importance to Henty was to
convince . the pope of his innecence ; or rather, to
periuade him that he would reap greater advantages
from the fubmifiions of England, than from pro-
ceeding to extremities againit that kingdom. The
atchbifhop of Rouen, the bifhops of Worcefter and
Evreux, with five perfons of inferior quality, were
inmediately difpatched to Kothe ™, and ordets were
giveni them to perform their journey with the vt-

mioft expedition.} "Thotigh the name and authority

* Ypod. Neuft. p. 447, I Paiis, p. 87, Diceta, p. 756.
Gervaley p. 14104 UHitt. Quad. p. 143- m fdoveden,
pe 526, M. Yaris\p. §7. P ,
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of the court of Ronte were fo terrible in the remota
countsies of Turope which were funk in profound
ignorance, and were enthely unacquainted with ite
chara&er and conduét ; the pope was fo little re-
vered at home, that his inveterate encmies fur.
rounded the gates of Rome itfelf, and cven con-
trolled his government in that city ; and the am.
baffadors who, from a diflant extremity of Europe,
carried to him the humble or rather abje& fubmif-
fions of the greateft potentatc of the age, found the
utmolt difficulty to make their way to him, and to
throw themfelves at his feet. Tt was at lengtly
agreed that Richard Barre, one of their number,
thould leave the reft behind,and run all the hazards
of the paffage”, in order to prevent the fatal confe-
guences which might enfue from any delay in giving
fatisfaftion to his holinefs. He found, on his ar.
rival, that' Alexander was alicady wrought up to the
preatelt rage againftthe king,ithat Becket’s partifans
were daily ftimulating him to revenge, that(the kin

of Trance had exhorted him to fulminate the mog
dreadful fentence againft England, and that the
very mention of Henry’s name before the facred:
college was reccived with every expreffion of horror
and execration. The Thurfday before Lafter was
now approaching, when it is caflomaty for the pope
to denounce annual curfes againfl all his enemies 3
and it was expefted that Henry fhould, with allethe
preparations peculiar to the difcharge of that facred
artillery, be folemnly eomprehended in the number.
But Barre found means to appeafc the pontiff, and
to deter him from a meafure which, if it failed of
fuccefs, could not afierwards be eafily recalled s
The anathemas were only levelied in gencral againft
all the afors, accomplices, and abettors of Bec-
ket’s murder. The abbot of Valafle, and the arch.
deacons of Salifbury and Lifieux, with others of

o Hoveden, p. 526, Efiift. St. Thos. p. 863.
Q Henty’s
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the whole confiftory, that he would ftand to the
pope’s judgment in the affair, and make evety fub-
miflion that fhould be required of him. The ter-
zible blow was thus artfully eluded ; the cardinals
Albert and Theodin were appointed legates to ex-
amine the caunfe, and were ordered to proceed to
Normandy for that purpofe; and though Henry’s
foreign dominions were already laid under an inter-
di& by the archbifhop of Sens, Becket’s great par-
tifan, and the pope’s legate in France, the general
expedtation, that the monarch would eafily excul-
pate himfelf from any concurrencein the guilt, kept

‘every one in fufpenfe, gnd prevented all the bad

confequences which might be dreaded from that
‘fentence. :

 TuE clergy, meanwhile, though their rage was
happily diverted from falling on the king, were not
idle in magnifying the fanéity of Becket; in ex~
tolling the merits of his martyrdom ; and in exalt-
ing him above all that devoted tribe who in feve-
ral ages had, by their blood, cemented the fabric
of the temple. Other faints had only borne tefii~
mony by their fufferings to the general do&rines of
chriftianity ; but Becket had facrificed his life to,
the power and privileges of the clergy; and ‘this
peculiar merit challenged, and not in vain, a fuitable
-agknowledgment to his memory. Endlefs were
the panegyrics on his virtues; and the miracles
wronght by his reliques were more numerous, more
nonfenfical, and more impudently attefted, than
thofé which ever filled the legend of any confeflor or
martyr. | Two years aftérhis death he was canonized

by pope Alexander ; a folemn jubilee was eftablifhed

for celebrating his merijts 3 his body was removedto
a magnificent fhrine, enriched with prefents from all
parts of Chriftendom ; pilgrimages were performed
to obtain his interceflion with heaven; and it was

‘ - Eej computed,

-
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“Henry’s minifters, who foon after arrived, befides ¢ RAF
‘afferting their prince’s innocence, made oath before _ .,
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computed, that in one year above a hundred thoy-
fand pilgrims arrived in Canterbury, and paid their
devotions at his tomb.; It is indeed a mortifying
refletion to thole who are atuared by the love of
fame, fo juflly denominated the lafl infirmity of
noble minds, that the wifell legiflator, and mofl
exalred genius that ever reformed or enlightened (he
woild, can never expeét fuch tributes of praife as
arc lavifhed on the mcmory of pretended faints,
whofe whole condu@ was probably tu the laft de-
gree odious or contemptible, and whofe induftry
was entirely direted to the purfuit of objeds per-
nicious to mankind. 1t is only a'conqueror, a per.
fopage no lcfs entitled to our hatred, who can pre-
tend to the attainment of¥equal renown and glory,

It may not be amifs to remark, before we con.
clude the {ubje& of Thomas a Becket, that the
king, duiing his controverfy with that prelate, was
onevery occafion more anxious than vfual 1o exprefs
his zeal for religion, and to avoid all appearance of
a yrolune negligence on that head. ‘He gave his
confent to the impofing of a tax on all his domi-
nions for the delivery of the Holy Land, now
threatened by the famous Saladine: This tax
amounted to two pence a pound for one yeary and

" 2 penny a pound for the four fubfequent °. Almoft

all the princes of Xurope laid a like impofition on
their fubjc&s, whicl received the name of Saladine’s
tax. During this period, there came over ffom
Germany about thirty heretics of both fexes, under
the dire€tion of one Gerard ; fimple ignorant people,
who could give no account of their faith, but de-
clared themfelves ready to fuffer for the tenets of
their matker. They made only one convert in
England, a woman as ignorant as themfelves; yet
they gave fu®l umbrage to the clergy, that they
were delivercd over to the fecular aim, and were

® Chron. Gervale, p. 1399. M. Paris, p. 74
° *  punifhed
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punithed by being burned on the forehead, and,c 1 ap.
then whipped through the ftreets. They fecmed ._Xfl’__“
to exult in their fuflterings, and as they went along, .7,
fung the beatitude, Blgfled are ye, when men bate
you and perfecute you®. After they were whipped,
they were thruft out almoft naked in the midft of
winter, and perifhed through cold and hunger ; no
one daring or being willing to give them the leaft
relief.  'We are ignorant of the particular tenets of
thefe people : For it would be imprudent to rely
on the reprefentations left of them by the clergy,
who affirm that they denied the efficacy of the fa-
craments, and the unity of the church. It is pro-
bable that their departure from the flandard of or-
thodoxy was ftill more fubtle and minute. They
feem to have been the firft that cver futfered for he
refy in England.
As {oon as Henry found that he was in no imme-
diate danger from the thunders of the Vatican, he
undertook an expedition againfl Treland ; 2 defign
which he had long projeted, and by which he
" hoped to recover his credit, fomewhat impaired by
his late tranfaftions with the hierarchy.

? Neubr. 391. M. Paris, p. 74, Heming. p. 494.
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State of Ireland——Conqueft of that ifland~—The
king’s accommodatign with the court of Romge——
Rewolt of young Henry and bis brathers—— Wars
and infurreftions———Var with Scotland—
Penance of Henry for Becket's murder——Wil
liam king of Scotland defeated and taken prifoner
——The king’s accommodation with bis fons—m
The k'ng’s cquitable a’miniftration ——Crufades
——Revolt of prince Richard ——Death and
charaticr of Henry—— Mifecllangous tranfactions
of his reigi.

c sixa P, A S Britain was firft peopled from Gaul, fo was:
L . |

1172
Starc of
Lieland,
-

Ireland probably from Britain; and the in-
habitants of all thele countries [eem to have been lo
many tribes of the Celtae, who derive their origin

* from an antiquity that lies far beyond the records of
any hiflory or tradition. The Irifh from the bew
%inning of time had been buried in the moft pro-
ound barbarilm and ignorance ; and as they wlte
never conquered, or even invaded by the Romans,
from whom all the weftern world rderived its civi-
lity, they continued ftill in the moft rude flate of
fociety, and were diftingpifhed by thofe vices alone
to which buman nature, not tamed by education,
or reftrained by laws, iz for ever fubjeét. The
fmall principalities into which they were divided,
exercifed perpetual rapine and violence againft each
other ; the uncertain [ucceffion of their princes was
a continual fourcg of domeflic conyulfions; rtlr:i
pluad--
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ufual title of each petty fovereiun was the murderer ¢ w a ».

)

of his predeceflor ; courage and force, though ex-
ercifed in the commiffion of crimes, were more ho-
noured than any pacific virtues ; and the moft fim-
ple arts of life even tillage and agriculture, were
almoft wholly unknown among them. They had
felt the invafions of the Danes and the other northern
tribes 3 but thefe inroads, which had fpread barba-
rifm in other parts of Europe, tended rather to im-
prove the Irith; and the only towns which were to
be found in the ifland, had been planted along the
coaft by the freebooteis of Norway and Denmark.
'The other inhabitants exercifed pafturage in the
open country ; fought protetion trom any danger
in their forelts and moraffes ; and being divided by
the fierceft animofities againft each other, were ftill
more intent on the means of mutual injury, than on
the expedients for common or eyen tor private in-
fml’b

Brsipes many fmall tribes, there were in the age
of Henry Il. five principal fovereiguties in the
ifland, Munfter, Leinfter, Meath, Ulfter, 2nd
Connaught ; and as it had been ulual for the one or
the other of thele to take the lead in their wars,
there was commonly fome prince, who feemed, for
the time, to afl as monarch of Ireland. Roderie
0’Connor, king of Connaught, was then advanced
to this dignity 5 but his government, ill obeyed
even within his own territory, could not unite the
people in any meafures either for the eftabilhment
of order, or fordefence againtt foreigners. The
ambition of Henry had, very early in his reign,
been moved by theprofpett of thefe advaniages, to
attempt the fubjefting of Ireland ; and 2 pretence
was only wanting to invade a people who, being
always confined to their own ifland, had never
given any reafon of complaint to any of their neigh.

2 Hoveden, p. 527.
’ bours,
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c Hj A T. bours. Tor this puipofe, he had recourfe to Rome,
¢y Which affumed a right to difpofe of kingdoms and

31724

empires ; and not forcfecing the dangerous difputes,
which he was one day to maintain with that fee, he
helped, for prefent, or rathur for an imaginary con-
venience, to give fanélion to claims which were now
become dangerous to all fovereigns.  Adrian III,
who then filled the papal chair, was by birth an
Englifhman; and being on that account the more
dilpofed to oblige Henry, he was eafily peifuaded
to a&t as mafter of the world, and to make, with-
out any hazard or expence, the acquifition of a
great ifland to his {piritual jurifdi@ion. The Irith
had, by precedent miffions from the Britons, been
imperteétly converted to Chriftianity ; and, what
the pope regarded as the fureft mark of their im-
perfect converfion, they followed the do&iines of
their firft teachers, and had never acknowledged
any fubjeétion to the fee of Rome. Adrian, there-
lore, in the year 1156, iffued a bull in favour of
Henry; in which, aftter premifing that this prince
had ever thewn an anxious care to eularge the
church of God on ecarth, and to increafe the num-
ber of his faints and el in heaven ; he reprefents
his defign of fubduing Ireland as derived from the
fame pious motives ; He confiders his care of pre-
vioufly applying for the apoflolic fanétion as a fure
earneft of fuccels and victory; and having efta-
blithed it as a point inconteftible, that all chrififan
kingdoms belong to the patrimony of St. Peter, he
acknowledges it to be his own duty to fow among
them the leeds of the gofpel, which might in the
laft day frudtily to their eternal falvation: He ex-
horts the king to invade Ireland, in order to extir-
pate the vice and wickednefs of the nauves, and
oblige them to pay yearly, from every houfe, 2
penny to the fee of Rome: He gives him entire
right and authority over the ifland, commands all the
inhabitants to obey him as their {overeign, and ifrll:

. velLs
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vefts with full power all fuch godly inftruments as © H & P.
he fhould think proper to employ in an enterprile __v_,
thus calculated for the glory of God and the falva- 1172
tion of the fouls of men <. Henry, though armed
with this autholity, did not imnediately put his
defign in exccution; but bcing detained by more
interefting bufinefs on the continent, waited for a
{avourable opportunity of invading Irelund.
DeruoT Macmorrogh, king of Leinfter, had, by
his Jicentious tyranny, 1endered himfelf odious to
his fubjeéts, who feized with alacrity the firft oc-
cafion that offvred of throwing off the yoke, which
was become grievous and oppreffive to them. This
prince had formed a defign on Dovergilda, wife o
Ororic prince of Brefiny ; and taking advantage of
her hufband’s abfence, who, being obliged to vifir
a diftant part of his territory, had left his wife fe-
cure, as he thought, in an ifland furrounded by a
bog ; he fuddenly invaded the place and carried off
the princefs &, This cxploit, though ufual among
the Irith, and rather deemed a proof of gallantry
and fpirit }, provoked the relentment of the hul-
band ; who, haying colleCted forces, and being
ftrengthencd by the alliance of Roderic king of
Connaught, invaded the dominions of Dermot, and
expelled him his kingdom. The exiled prince had
recourfe to Henry, who was at this time in Guienne,
craved his afliftance in reftoring him to his fove-
reianty, and offered, on that event, to hold his
kingdom in vaffalage under the crown of England.
Henry, whofe views were already turned towards
waking acquifitions in [reland, readily accepted the
offer; bur being at that rime embarrailed by the re.
peliions of his French fubje&s, as well.as by his
difputes with the fee of Rome, he declined for the
prefent embarking in the enterprife, and gave

* M. Twis, p. 67, Ciald, €. Spelm, Con,il, vol it
p-5!. Rymer, voki p 15, = Ginld, Cambe. pl 760,
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i U Dermot no [arther afliftance than letters patent, b

Yrm— Which he empowered all his fubjeéls to aid the Irifly

1172,

LConquefl

of that
3land,
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pringe in the recovery of his dowminions © Dernot,
fupported by this authority, came to Briftol ; and
after endeavouring, though for fome time in vain,
to engagc adventurers in the enterprile, he at laft
formed a treaty with Richard, furnamed Strongbow,
earl of Sirigul. This nobleman, who was of the
illuftrious houfe of Clare, had impaired his fortune
by expenfive pleafurcs; and being ready for any
defperate underlaking, he promifed affiftance to
Dermat, on condition that he fhould efpoufe Eva
daughter of that prince, and be declared heir to all
his dominions¥. While Richaid wus ailemblin
his fuccours, Dennot went into Walrs ; and meeta
ing with Robert Titz-Stephens, conltable of Aber.
tivi, and Mautice Fitz-Gerald, he alfo enpaged
them in his fervice, and obtained their promife of
invading Ircland. Being now aflured of fuccour,
he returned privately to his own [tate; and lwk-
ing in the monaftery of Fernez, which he had
founded (for this ruflian was alfo a founder of mo-
nafieries), he prepared every thing for the reception
of bis Englith allics *.

The traops of Titz-Stcphens were firft ready,
That gentleman landed in lreland s with thirty
knights, fixty efquires, and three hundred archers ;
but this finall body, being brave men, not unac-

uainted with difcipline, and completely armed, a
thing almoft unknown in Ireland, ftruck a great
terror into the barbarous inhabitants, and feemed to
menace them with fome fignal revolution. The
conjuntion of Maurice de Pendergaft, who, about
the fame time, brought over ten knights and fixty
archers, enabled Fitz.Stephens to attempt the fiege
of Wexford, 2 town inhabited by the Danes; and
after gaining an advantage, be made himielf mafter

¥ Girald. Cambr, p. ¥ Ibid. p. 761.
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of the place”. Soon after, Fitz-Gerald atrived ¢ H A P.

with ten knights, thirty efquires, and a hundred 2
archets®; and being joined by the former adven-
turers, compofed a force which nothing in Ireland
was able to withftand. Roderic, the chief monarch
of the ifland, was foiled in different actions; the
prince of Offory was obliged to fubmit, and give
hoftages for his peaceable behaviour ; and Dermot,
not conterit with being reftored to his kingdom of
Leinfter, projefted the dethroning of Roderi¢, and
afpired to the fole dominion over the Irifh,

In profecution of thefe views, he fent over a
meffenger to the earl of Strigul, challenging the
performance of his promife, and dilplaying the
niighty advantages which might now be redped by
a reinforcement of warlike troops from Englaad.
Richard, not fatisfied with the general allowance
given by Henry to all his fibjeds, went to chat
prince, then in Normandy; and having obtained a
¢cold or ambiguous permil%xon, prepared himfelf for
the execution of his defigns. He firft fent over
Raymond, one of his retinue, with ten knights and
féventy archers, who, landing near Waterford, de-
feated a body of three thoufand Irifh that had ven-
tired to attack him * ; and as Richard himfelf, who
brought over two hundred herfe, and a body of
archers, joined, a few days after, the viorious
Englifh, they made themfelves mafters of Water-
ford, and proceeded to Dublin, which was taken
by -affault. Roderic, in revenge, cut off the head
of Dermot’s natural fon, who had been lefras a
hoftage in.his hands ; and Richard, marrying Eva,
.Became foon after, by the death of Dermot, mafter
of the kingdom of Leinfter, and prepared to ex-
tend his authority over all Ireland. Roderic and
the other lrith princes were alarmed at tie dan<
ger; and combining together, befieged Dublin

Y Gitald. Cambr. p. 761, 362 . * Ibid, p. 766/
:Ibid. p. 767+ - ‘
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cg A P. with an army of thirty thoufand men: But emrd

Y- Richard, making a fudden fally at the head of ninety

172, Knights, with their followers, put this numerous
army to rout, chafed them off the field, and pur-
fued them with great flanghter. None in Ireland
now dared to oppofe themfelves to the Englith®

IIeNrY, jealous of the progrefs made by his own
{ubjedls, fent orders to rccal all the Englifh, and
he made preparations to attack Ireland in perfon©:
But Richard, and the other adventurers, found
means to appeafe him, by making him the moft
humble fubmiffions, and offering to hold all their
acquifitions in vaflalage to his crown?. That mo-
narch landed in Ireland at the head of (ive hundred
knights, befides other foldiers :, He found the Irifi
fo difpirited by their late misfortunes, that, in a pro-
grels which he made throngh the ifland, he had no
other accupation than to reccive the homage of his
new fubjefts. Fle left moft of the Irifh chiefrains
or princes in pofleffion of their ancicnt territories
beftowed fomc lands on the Englith adventurers;
gave carl Richard the commiffion of {enefchal of
Ireland ; and after a ftay of a few months, returned
in triumph to England. By thele trivial exploits,
fcarcely worth relating, except for the importance
of the confequences, was Ireland fubdued, and an-
nexed to the Englith crown.

THe low ftate of commerce and induftry during
thole ages made it impracticable for princes to fup-
port regular armies, which might retain aconquered
country in {ubjettion ; and the extreme barbarifm
and poverty of Ireland could flill lefs afford means
of bearing the expence. The only expedient, by
which a dgrable conqueft could then be made or
maintained, was by pouring in a mulitude of new
inhabitants, dividing among them the lands of the
vanquithed, eftablithing them in all offices of truft

? Girald. Cambr. p. 772, < Thid. p. 770.
AThid, p. 775 » 773 . P37 _
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and authority, and thereby transforming the ancient € H A P
inhabitants into 2 new people. By this policy, the —

northern invaders of old, and of late the duke of'

Normandy, bad been able to fix their dominion,
and to ereft kingdoms, which remained {tuble on
their foundations, and were tran{mitted to the po-
fterity of the firft conquerors. But the ftate of Ire-
land rendered that ifland fo little inviting to the
Englith, that only a few of defperate forwunes could
be perfuaded, from time to time, to tranfport
themfelves thither® ; and inftead of reclaiming the
natives from their uncultivated manners, they were
gradually affimilated to the ancient inhabitants, and
degenerated from the cuftoms of their own nation,
It was alfo {found requifite 1o beftow great military
and arbitrary powers on the leaders, who command-
ed 2 handfu} of men amidft fuch hoftile muliitudes ;
and law aund equity, in a little time, became as

much unknown in the Englith (cttlements, as they

had ever been among the lrith tribes. Palatinates
were erefted in favour of the new adventurers; in-
dependent authority conferred ; the natives, never
fully fubdued, fill retained their animofity againft
the conquerors ; their hatred was retaliated by like
injuries ; and from thefe caufes, the Irith, during
the courle of four centuries, remained ftill favage
and untraftable: Tt was not till the latter end of
Elizabeth®§ reign, that the iftand was fully fubdued ;
nor Till that of her fucceflor, that it gave hopes of
becoming a uleful conqueft to the Englith nation,
Besines that the ealy and peaceable fubmitfion of
the Irith left Henry no farther occupation in that
ifland, he was recalled from i by another incident,
which was of the laft fmportunce to his intereil and
fafety. The two legates, Albat and Theodiu, to
whom was committed the trial of his conduét in the
murder of archbifhop Becket, were airived in Not-

¢ Brompton, p. 1069, Neubrig, p. 403, ’
" mandv;
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¢ H A r. mandy; and being impatient of delay, fent hin
wrX- frequent letters, full of menaces, if he protracted

1172

any*longer making his appearance before them |,
He haftened thereforc to Normandy, and had z
conference with them at Savigny, where their de-
mands were {o exorbitant, that he broke off the ne.
gotiation, threatcned to rcturn to Ireland, and bade
them do their worlt againft him. They perceived
that the feafon was now paft for taking advantage
of that tragical incident ; which, had it been hotly
purfued by interdifts and excommunications, was
capable of throwing the whole kingdom into com-
buftion. But the time which Henry had happily
gained had contributed to appeafe the minds of
men : The event could not now have the fame in.
fluence as when it was recent; and as the clergy
every day looked for an accommodation with the
king, they had not oppofed the pretenfions of his
partifans, who had been very induftrious in repre-
fenting to the people his entire innocence in the
murder of the primate, and his ignorance of the de-
figns formed by the affaflins. Fhe legates, there.
fore, found themfelves obliged to lower their terms;
and Henry was fo fortunate as to conclude ah ac-
commodation with them, He declared upon oathy
before the rcliques of the faints, that, fo far from
commanding or defiring the death of the archbifhop,
he was extremely grieved when he received intel-
ligence of it : But+as the paffion, which he had ex-
prefled on account of that prelate’s condué, had
probably been the occafion of his murder, he ftipu-
lated the following cenditions, as an atonement for

The King's the offence. He promifed, that he fhould pardon

2ccommo-
dation with

all fuch &3 had been banithed for adhering to Becket,

whe courc of 20d Thould reftore them to their livings; that the

Romg,

fee of Canterbury fhould be reinftated in all its an-
cient pofleffions 3 that he thould pay the templars a

! Girald. Cawbr, p. 778.,
Famal
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fum of money fufficient for the fubfiftence of two ¢ u a P.

hundred knights during a year in the Holy Land ;

fX.

that he fhould himfelf take the crofs at the Chriﬂ:: ¥

mas following, and, if the pope required it, ferve
three years againft the infidels either in Spain or
Paleftine; that he fhould not infilt on the obferv-
ance of fuch cuftoms, derogatory to ecclefiaftical
privileges, as had been introduced in his own time;
and that he fhould not obftru appeals to the pope
in ecclefiaftical caufes, but fhould content himfelf
with exa&ing fufficient fecurity from fuch clergy-
men as left his dominions to profecute an appeal,
that they fhould attempt nothing againft the rights
of his crown® Upon figning thefe conceffions,
Henry received ablolution from the legates, and
was confirmed in the grant of Ireland made by pope
Adrian "; and nothing proves more ftrongly the
great abilities of this monarch, than his extricating
himfelf on fuch eafy terms, from fo difficult a fitu~
ation. He had always infifted, that the laws efta-
blithed at Clarendon contained not any new claims,
but the ancient cuftoms of the kingdom; and he
was flill at liberty, notwithftanding the articles of
this agreement, to maintain his pretenfions. Ap-
peals to the pope were indeed permitted by that
treaty ; but as the k'mfg was alfo permitted to exaét
reafonable {ecurities from the parties, and might
ftretch his demands on this head as far as he pleaf-
ed, hie had it virtoally in his power to prevent the
pope from reaping any advantage by this feeming
conceffion. .And on the whole, the conftitutions of
Clarendon remained ftill the Jaw of the realm:
though the pope and his legates feem fo little to
have conceived the king’s power to lie finder an

legal limitations, that they were fatisfied with his
departing, by treaty, from one of the moft moment-

& M. Paris, p. 88. Benedi&t. Abb. p. 34. Iloveden, p. 529
Diceto, p. 56,0. Chron, Gery, p. :422.3 '3

b Brompton, p.do71. Liber Nig. Scac. p. 47
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ous articles of thefe conflitutions, without requiring
any repeal by the Rtates of the kingdom.

Fhnry, freed from this dangerous controverfy
with the ecclefiaftics, and with: the fee of Rome,
feemed now to have reached the pinnacle of humap
gravdeur and felicity, and to be equally happy in
his domeflic fituation and in his political govern.
ment. A numerous progeny of fons and daughters
gave both luftre and authority to hiserown, pre.
vented the danger of a difpured fucgeffion, and ge-
prefled all pretenfions of the ambitious barons.
The king’s precaution allo, in eftablithing the feve.
ral branches of his family, feemed well calculated
to prevent all jealoufy among the brothers, and to
perpetuate the greatnefs of his family. He had ap-
pointed Henry, Lis eldeft fon, to be his fuceeffor in
the kingdom of England, the dutchy of Normandy,
and the counties of Anjou, Maine, and Tourpine;
territories which lay contiguous, and which, by
that means, might eafily lend to each orher mutual
aflifftance both againft intefline commotions and
foreign invafions, Richard, his {fecond fon, was in-
velted in the dutchy of Guienne and county of Paic-
ton; Geoffrey, his third fon, inheriled, in right of
his wife, the dutchy of Britanny ; and the new cone
quelt of Ireland was deflined for the appanage of
John, his fourth fon. He had alfo negotiated, in
favour of this laft prince, a marriage with Adelais,
the only daughter of Humbert count of Savoy and
Maurienne ; and was to receive as her dowry confi~
derable demefnes in Piedmont, Savoy, Brefle, and
Dauphiny’. But this exaltation of his family ex-
cited the jealoufy of all. his neighbours, who made
thofe very fans, whofe fortunes he had fo anxioufly
eftablifbed, the means of embittering his futurs life,
ard difturbing his government.

3 Ypod. Neuft: p. 448. Bened. Abb. p. 38. Hoveden, p. 532,
Diceto, p. 5620 Bromppon, pe 1085, ~ Rymer, vol.ie p. 33
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Youne Henry, who was rifing to man’s eftate,
began to difplay his chara&er, and afpire to inde-
pendence: Brave, ambitious, liberal, munificent,
affable; he dilcovered qualities which gave great
luftre to youth; prognofticate a fhining fortane;
but, unlels tempered in mature age with difcretion,
are the forerunner of the greateft calamsities*, It
is faid, that at the time when this prince received
the royal unétion, his father, in order to give greater
dignity to the ceremony, officiated at table as one
of the retinuey and obferved to his fon, that never
king was more royally ferved. [t is nothing extras
ordinary, faid young Henry to one of his courtiers,
if the fon of & count fheuld [ferve the fon of a king.
This faying, which might pafs only for an innocent
plealantry, or even for an oblique compliment to
his father, was however regarded as a fymptom of
his afpiring temper; and his conduf foon after
juftified the canjetture.

Hewry, agreeably to the promife which he had
given both to the pope and French king, permitted
his fon to be crowned anew by the hands of the
archbithop of Roiien, and affociated the princefs
Margaret, fpoufe to young Henry, in the cere-
mony '. He afterwards allowed him to pay a vifit
to his father-in-law at Paris, who took the oppor-
tunity of inftilling into the young prince thole am-
bitious fentiments to which he was naturally but too
muéh inclined™, Though it had been the conftant
pradtice of France, ever fince the acceflion of the
Capetian line, to crown the fon during the lifetime
of the father, without conferring on him any pre-
fent participatian of royalty ; Lewis perfuaded his
fon-in-law, that, by this ceremony, which in thole

k Chron. Gerv, p. 1463. ! Haveden, p. 529. Diceta
p560. Brompton,p. rc8o. Chion, Gerval. p. 1421, Trie
vot, o §8. It appears from Madox’s Hiftory of the Exche-
xxer, that filk garments were then knuwn in Kngland, aod that

e coronation robes of the young kiug and queen coft eighty-
feven pounds ten thillings and fhur pence, money of that age.

' Girald, Cambr. p.782.
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cu AP gges was deemed fo important, he had acquired a
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title to fovereignty, and that the king could not,
witholt injuftice, exclude him from immediate pof-
feflion of the whole, or at leaft a part of his domi.
nions. In confequence of thefe extravagant ideas,
young Ilenry, on his return, defired the king to
refign to him either the crown of England, or the
dutchy of Normandy; difcovered great difcontent
on the refufal ; fpake in the moft undutiful terms of
Lis father; and foon after, in concert with Lewis,
made his efcape to Paris, where he was protefted
and fupported by that monarch,

Winit Menry was alarmed at this incident, and
had the profpeé of dangerous intrigues, or even of
a war, which, whether fuccefsful or not, muft be
extremely calamitous and difa§reeablc to him, he
1eceived intelligence of new mistortunes, which muft
have afleéted him in the moft fenfible manner,
Queen Eleanor, who had difgufted her firft huf-
band by her gallantiies, was no lefs offenfive to her
fecond by her jealoufy; and after this manner car-
tied to extremity, in the different periods of her life,
every circumftance of female weaknefs. She com-
municated her difcontents dgainfl Yenry to her two
younger fons, Geolfrey and Richard; perfuaded
them that they were al{o entitled to prefent pofleffion
ol the territories alligned to them; engaged them
tv fly fectetly to the court of France; and was me-
ditating herlell an efcape to the fame court, and
had gven put on man’s apparel for that purpofe;
when fhe was feized by orders from her hufband,
and thrown into confinement. Thus Europe faw
with aftonifhment the beft and moft indulgent of
parents af war with his whole family; three boys,
fearcely arrived at the age of puberty, require a
gteat monarch, in the full vigour of his age and
height of his reputation, to dethrone himfelf in their
favour ; and feveral princes not athamed to fupport
them in thefe unnatural and abfurd pretenfions.

Hingss
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Hunry, reduced to this perilous and difagree-
able fituation, had recourfe to the court of Rome:
"Though fenfible of the danger attending the inter-
pofition of ecclefiattical authority in temporal dif-
putes, he applied to the pope, as his fuperior lord,
to excommunicate his enemies, and by thefe cen-
{ures to reduce to obedience his undutiful children,
whom he found fuch relu&tance to punith by the
{word of the magiftrate”, Alexander, well pleafed
to exert his power in fo jufltifiable a caufe, iffued the
bulls required of him : But it was foon found, that
thefe [piritual weapons had not the {fame force aswhen
employed in a {piritual controverlys; and that the
clergy were very negligent in fupporting a fentence
which was nowile calculated to promote the imme-
diate interefts of their order. The king, after tak-
ing in vain this bumiliating flep, was obliged to
have recourfe to arms, and to enlift fuch auxili-
aries, as are the ufual refource of tyrants, and
have feldom been employed by fo wile and juft a
monarch. . g

THE loofe government which prevailed in all the
ftates of Europe, the many private wars carried on
among the neighbouring nobles, and the impoffibi-
lity of enforcing any general execution of the laws,
had encouraged a tribe of banditti to difturb every
where the public peace, to infelt the highways, to
pillage the open country, and to brave all the ef-
for®s of the civil magiftrate, and even the excom-
munications of the church, which were fulminated
againft them*, Troops of them were fometimes
enlifted in the fervice of one prince or baron, fome-
times in that of another : They often afted in an
indcpendent manner, under leaders of ¢heir own :

" n Epilt. Petri Blef. epiit. 136, in Biblioth. Patr. tom. xxiv.
p. 1048, His words ave, Peffre jurifdlidionis off regmum An-
ghiz, et quantum ad feudntorii juris oblgationem, vobis duntuzeat ob-
noxiug leneor. "The fame Wrange paper is in Rymer, vol, & p. 35+
and ;t.[q"rivet, vol. i. p. 62,

° Neubrig. p. 413, ®
s F iy The
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The peaceable and induftrious inhabitants, reduced
to poverty by their ravages, were {requently obli-
ged, for fubfitence, to betake themfelves to a like
diforderly courfe of life: And'a continual inteftine
war, pernicious to induftry, as well as.to the ege.
cution of juftice, was thus carried on in the bowels
of every kingdom® Thofe defpsrate ruffians re.
ceived the name fometimes of Brabancons, fome-
times of Routiers or Cottereaux 5 but for what, rea-
fon is not agreed by hiftorians ;. And they formeda
kind of fociety or government among themfelves,
which fet at defiance the reft of mankind. The
greateft manarchs were not afhamed, an oceafion,
to have recourfe to their athftance: and as their
habits of war and-depredation had given them ex.
perience, hardinels, and courage, they generally
.compofed the malt formidable part of thafe armies,
which decided the political .quarrals of pringes. Se-
veral of them were enlifled athong the forces levied
by Heory’s enemies®; hut the great treafnes
amafled by that prince enabled him to engage more
-numerous t¥aops of thém in his {fervice ; and the fitu-
ation of his affairs rendered evem fuch banditti-the
only forces on whofe fidelity. e could repofe .any
confidence, Flis licentions barons, difgufled with

'-g vigilant' government, were more defiraus of being

auled by young princes, ignarant of public aftairs,
temifs in their condué, and - profufe in their
grants* ;3 and as the king had enfured to his fonS the
fucceffion ta every particular provinee of his do-
aninions, the nobles dreaded mno danger in adhering
0 thofe whe, they knew, muft {ome tine become
their fovereigns. Prompred by thefe motives,
apany of the Norman Nobility had deferted to-his fon
Heary; the Breton and Gafcon baronms fecmed
‘equally d {pofed to embrace the quarrel of Geoffrey
.abd Richard. Difaffe€tion had creeped in among

" P Chron. Gerv. p. 1461, * 4 Petr. Blef. epift, 47.
* Diceto, p. §70. - .
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the Englifh; and the earls of Leicefter and Chef- cH ar.
ter in particular had openly declared againfl the % |
king. Twenty thoufand Brabangons, therefore,
joined to fome troops which he brought over from
Ireland, and a few barons of approved fidelity,
formed the fole force with which he intended to re-
filt his enemies.

Lewis, in order to bind the confederates in a
clofer union, fammoned ac¢ Paris an affembly of the
chief vaffals of the crown, received their approba-
tion of his meafures, and engaged them by oath ro
adhere to the caufe of young Henry. This prince,
in return, bound himfelf by a like tie never to de-
fert his French allics; and having made a new great
feal, he lavifhly diftributed among them many
confiderable parts of thofe territories which he pur-
pofed to conquer from his father, The counts of
Flanders, Boulogne, Blois, and Eu, partly moved
by the general jealouly arifing from Henry’s power
and ambition, partly allured by the profpe& of
reaping advantage {rom the inconfiderate temper
and the neceflities of the young prince, declared
openly in favour of the latter, ~William, king of
Scotland, had alfo entered into this great canfede-
racy; and a plan was concerted for a general inva-
fion on different parts of the king’s extenfive and
faltious dominions. -

HosTiniTiss were firlt commenced by the counts
of Flanders and Boulogne on the frontiers of Nor-
mandy. Thofe prioces laid fiege to Auniale, which
was delivered into their hands by the treachery of
the count of that name: This nobleman furren.
dered himfelf priloner ; and on. pretence of thereby
paying his raniom, opened the gates of a4l bis othex
fortrefles.  The two connts next befieged and madd
themfelves mafters of Drinconrt; But the countof
Boulogne was here mortally wounded in the affault s
and this incident put fome ftop tb the progrels of
the Flemifh atms.
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CHAP In another quarter, the king of France, being
‘e {lrongly affified by his vaffals, affembled a great
wi7e - army of feven thoufand knights and their followers
monec. on horfeback, and a proportionable number of in.
tionss  fantry : Carrying young Henry along with him, he
Jaid fiege to Verneiiil, which was vigoroufly de.
fended by Hugh de Lacy and Hugh de Beauchamp,
the governors. After he had lain a month before
the place, the garrifon, being ftraitened for provi.
‘fions, were obliged to capitulate; and they enga.
ged, if not relieved within three days, to furrender
the town, and to retire into the citadel. On the
laft of thefe days, Henry appeared with his army
upon tHe heights above Verneiiil. Lewis, dread.
ing an attack, fent the archbifhop of Sens and the
count of Blois to the Englith camp, and defired
that next day fhould be appointed for a conference,
in order to eftablith a general peace, and terminate
the difference between Ilenry and his fons. The
king, who paffionately defired this accommodation,
and fufpefted no frand, gave his confent; but
Lewis, that morning, obliging the garrifon to fur-
render, according to the capitulation, fet fire to
the place, and began to retire with his army:
Henry, provoked at this artifice, attacked the rear
‘with vigour, put them to rouf, did fome execution,
and took feveral prifoners. The Irench army, as
their time of {ervice was now expired, immediately
difperfed themfelves into their feveral provindes:
and left Henry free to profecute his advantages
againft his other enemies,
TuEt nobles of Britanny, inftigated by the earl of
Chefter and Ralph de Fourgeres, were all in arms ;
but their progrefs was checked by a body of Bra,
bancons, .which the king, after Lewis’s retreat, had
fent againft them: The two armies came to an
aftion near Dol; where the rebels were defeated, :
fifteen hundred killed on the fpot, and the leaders,
the earls of Chefter and Foprgeres, obliged to take
' theltet
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fhelter in the town of Dol. Henry haftened to cH A P.

form the fiege of that place, and carried on the at.
tack with fuch ardour, that he obliged the gover.
nor and garrifon to furrender themfelves prifoners.
By thefc vigorous meafures and happy fuccefles,
the infurrections were entirely quelled in Britanny 3
and the king, thus fortunate in all quarters, wili-
ingly agreed to a conference with Lewis, in hopes
that his enemies, finding all their mighty efforts
entirely fruftrated, would terminate hoftilitics on
fome moderate and reafonable conditione.

Tue two monarchs met between 'I'rie and Gifors 3
and Henry had here the mortification to fee his
three fons in the retinue of his mortal enemy. As
Lewis had no other pretence for war than fupport-
ing the claims of the young princes, the king made
them fuch offers as children might be afhamed to
in(ift on, and could be extorted from him by no-
thing but his parental affcétion, or by the prefent
neceflity of hisaffairs®. He infifted only on retain-
ing the fovereign authority in all his dominions;
but offered young Henry half the revenues of Eng-
land, with fome places of furety in that king.
domj or, if he rather chofe to refide in Nor-
mandy, half the revenues of that dutchy, with

all thofe of Anjou. Ile made a like offer’

to Richard in Guienne: he promifed to refign
Britanny to Geoffrey; and if thefe conceflions were
not"deemed fufficient, he agreed to add to them
whatever the pope’s legates, who were prefent,
fhould require of him*. The earl of Leiceiter was
alfo prefent at the negociation ; and either from the
impetuofity of his temper, or from a view of ab-
ruptly breaking off a conference which muft cover
the allies with confufion, he gave vent to the moft
violent reproaches againft Henry, and he even put

* Hoveden, p. §39. tIbid. p. 536, Brompton, p. tc48.
his
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fome violence againft him. "This furious a@ion
threw the whole company into confufion, and put
an end to the treaty *.

Tre chicf hopes of Henry’s enemies feemed now
to depend on the flate of aflairs in England, where
his authority was expofed to the moft imminens
danger.” One article of prince Henry’s agree-
ment with his foreign conlederates was, that he
fhould refign Kent, with Dover, and all its other
fortrefles, into the hands of the carl of Flanders  :
Yet fo - little national or public fpirit prevailed
among the independent Englith nobility, fo wholly
bent were they on the aggrandizement each of
himfelf and his own family, that, notwith&anding
this pernicious conceflion, which muft have pro.
duced the ruin of the kingdom, the greater part of
them had confpired to make an infurreCtion, and to
fupport the prince’s pretgnfions. The king’s
principal refource lay in the church and the bithops,
with whom he was npow in perfe agreement § whe-
iher that the decency of their charaCler made them
afhained of fupporting {o nnnatural a rebellion, or
that they were entirely fatisfied with Henry’s atone.
ment for the, murder of Becket, and for his former
invafion of ecclefiaftical immunities, That prince,
however, had refigned none of the effential rights
of his crown in the accommodation; he main~
tained ftill the fame prudeut jealoufy of the cBurt
of Rome; admitted no legate into England, with.
out his fwearing to attempt nothing againft the
royal prerogatives; and he had even obliged the
monks of Canterbury, who pretended to 2 free
eleftion oa the vacancy made by the death of
Becket, to chufe Roger, prior of Dover, in the
place of that turbulent prelate®,

i
" Hoyeden, p. 536 * Ibid. p. 533. Brompton,
pr 1084, Neub. p. 508. * Hoveden, p. 537.
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Tur king of Scotland made an irruption into
Northumberland, and committed great devafta.
tions ; but being oppoled by Richard deLucy,
whom Henry had left guardian of the realm, he
retreated into his own country, and apreed to a cef-
-fation of arms.  This truce enabled the guatdian to
march fouthward with his army, in order to cppole
an invafion, whiclt the earl of Leicefter, at the head
of a great body of Flemings, had made upon Suf-
folk. The Flemings had been juined by Hugh
Bigod, who made them maflers of his cafile of
Framlingham ; and marching into the heart of the
kingdom, wheie they hoped to be fupported by
Leicefter’s vaflals, they were met by Lucy, who,
affiited by Huwmphry Bohun, the Conftalle, and
the earls of Arundel, Gloucefter, and Cornwal, had
advanced to Farnham, with a lefs numerous, but
braver army, to oppof¢ them, The Flemings, who
were moflly weavers and artificers  for manufac.
tures were now beginning to be eftablifhed in
Flanders,) were broken in an inftant, ten thoufand
of them were put to the {word, the earl of Leicefter
was taken prifoner, and the remains of the invaders
ware glad to compound for a fafe vetreat into their
QWD country.

. THis great'defeat did pot difhearten the malcon-*

tents 5 who, being fupported by the alliance of fo
many foreign princes, and encouraged by theking’s
ow {ons, determined to perfevere in their enter.
prife. The earl of Ferrars, Roger de Moubray,
Architel de Mallory, Richard de Morreville, Hamo
de Malfcie, together with many friends of the earls
of Leiccfter and Chefter, role in arms : The fide-
lity of the earls of Clare and G ocefter was fule
peéted 5 and the guardiam, though vigoroufly fup-
ported by Geoflrey bithop of Lincoln, the king’s
natural fon by the kir Rolamond, found it difficule
to defend bimf{elf on all quarters, trom fo many
open amd concealed engmies. The more to aug-
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ment the confufion, the king of Scotland, on the
expiration of the truce, broke into the northern
provinces with a great army”’ of 80,000 men;
which, though undifciplined and diforderly, and
better fitted for committing devaftation, than for
executing any military enterprife, was become dan-
gerous from the prefent faftious and turbulent fpi.
rit of the kingdom. Henry, who had baffled all
his enernies in France, and bad put his frontiers in
2 pofture of defence, now found England the feat
of danger ; and he determined by his prefence to
overawe the malcontents, or by his conduét and
courage to fubduc them. He landed at South-
ampton ; and knowing the influence of fuperflition
over the minds of the people, he haftened to Gan.
terbury, in order to make atonement to the athes
of Thomas a Becket, and tender his fubmiffions to
a dead enemy. As foon as he came within fight of
the chorch of Canterbury, he difmounted, walked
barefoot towards it, proftrated himfelf before the
thrine of the faint, remained in fafting and prayer
during a whole day, aud watched all night the holy
veliques. Not content with this hypocritical de.
votion towards a man, whofe violence and ingrati-
tudc had fo long difquicted his government, and
had been the obje& of his moft invéterate ‘animo-~
fity, he fubmitted to a penance flill more fingulat
and humiliating. He aflembled a chapter of the
monks, difrobed himfelf before them, pdt a
fcourge of difcipline into the hands of each, and
prefented his barc fhoulders to the lathes which
thefe ecclefiaflics fucceflively inflited upon him. |
Next day he received ablolution; and departing for
London, gat foon afier the agreeable intelligence
of a great viflory which his generals had obtained
over the Scots, and which bemg gained, as was re-
ported, on the very day of his abfolution, was re.

¥ Heming..p, §01. ‘
6 gardéds
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garded as the earneft of his final reconciliation with
Heaven and with Thomas a Becket.

Wirriam king of Scots, though repulfed be-
fore the caflle of Prudhow, and other fortified
places, had committed the moft horrible depreda-
tions upon the northern provinces : But on the ap-
proach of Ralph de Glanville, the famous jufti-
ciary, feconded by Barnard de Baliol, Robert de
Stuteville, Odonet de Umfreville, William de Vefci,
and other northern barons, together with the gal-
lant bithop of Lincoln, he thought proper to re-
treat nearer his own country, and he fixed his camp
at Alnwic. He had here weakened his army ex-
tremely, by fending out numerous detachments in
order to extend his ravages ; and he lay ablolutely
fafe, as he imagined, from any attack of the ene-
my. But Glanville, informed of his fituation,
made 2 hafly and fatiguing march to Newcaftles
and allowing his foldiers only a fmall interval for
refrelhment, he immediately fet out towards even-
ing for Alnwic. He marched that night above
thirty miles ; arrived in the morning, under caver
of a mift, near the Scottilh camp: and regard-
lefs of the great numbers of the enemy, be be-
gan the attack with his fmall but determined body
df cavalry. William was living in fuch fupine fe-
curity, that he took the Englith, at firft, for a
body of his own ravagers, who were returning to
the camp : But the fight of their banners convin-
cing him of his miftake, he entered on the attion
with no greater body than a hundred horfe, in con-
fidence that the numerous army which furrounded
him would foon haften to his relief. e was dif-
mounted on the firlt fhock, and taked prifoner ;
while his troops, hearing of this difafter, fled on all
fides with the utmoft precipitation. The difperfed
ravagers made the beft of their way to their own
country ; and difcord arifing among them, they
proceeded evep to munaal hoflilities, and fuffered

more
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C H A P. more from each other’s fword, than from that of
‘o . the criemy,
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Trrss great and important vifory proved at laft
decifive in favonr of Henry, and entirely broke the
{pirit of the Englith rebels  The bithop of Dur
ham, who was preparing to revolt, made his fub.
miffions ; Hugh Bigod, rhough he had received g
ftrong reinforcement of Flemings, was obliged to
furrender all his caltles, and throw himfelf on the
king’s mercy; no better refource was left to the earl
of Ferrars aund Roger de Moubray ; the inferior
rebels imitating the example, all England was re.
ftored to tranquillity in a few weeks; and as the
king appeared to lie under the imimediate protec.
tion of Heaven, it was deemed jmpious any longer
to refilt him. The clergy exalted anew the merits.
and powerful interceflion of Becket; and Henry,
inftead of oppofing this fuperftition, plumed him.
felf on the new Iriendthip of the faint, and propa-
gated an opinion which was fo favourable to his
interefls *

Princz Henry, who was ready to embark at
Gravelines, with the earl of Flanders and a great
army, heming that his partifins in England were
fupprefled, abandoned all thoughts of the enter-

"prife, and joined the camp of Lewis, who, during

the abfence of the king, had made an irruption inte
Normandy, and had laid ficge to Roiien® The
place was defended with great vigour by the ifha-
bitants"; and Lewis, delpairing of fuccefs by open
force, tried to gain the town by a ftratagem, which,
in that fuperftitious age, was deemed not very ho-
nourable. He proclaimed in his own camp a cel-
fation of atms, on pretence of celebrating the fefti-
val of St. Laurence; and when the citizens, fup-
pofing themfelvesin fafety, were fo imprudent as to-
remit their guard, he purpofed to take advantage

% Hoveden, p. 339. . * Brompton, p. t096.
* Diceto, p’. 578, F%h P 109
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of their fecurity. Happily, fome priefts had, from ¢ A ¢
mere curiofity, mounted a fleeple, where the alarm: s

bell hung; and oblerving the French camp in mo-
tion, they immediately rang the bell, and gave
warming to the inhabitants, who ran to their fe-
veral ftations. 'The French, who, on hearing the
alarm, hurried to the affault, had already mounted
the walls in feveral places; but being repulfed by
the enraged citizens, were obliged to retreat with
confiderable lofs¢, Next day Henry, who had
haftened to the defence of his Norman dominions,
pafled over the bridge in triumph; and entered
Rotien in fight of the French army,  The city was
row in abfolute fafety ; and the king, in order to
brave the French monarch, commanded the gates,
which had been walled up, to be opened; and he
prepared to puth his advantages againft the enemy.
Lewis faved himfelf from this peritous fituation by
anew piece of deceit not fo juftifiable. He pro-
pofed a conference for adjufting the terms of a ge-
neral peace, which he knew would be greedily em-
braced by Henry; and while the king of England
trufted to the execution of his promile, he made a
retreat with his army into France. ‘
THERE was, however, a neceflity on. both fides
for.an accommodation. Henry could no longer
bear- 4o {ee his three fons.in the hands of his ene-
my; and Lewis dreaded, left this: great monarch,
victdrious in all quarters, crowned with glory, and
abfolute mafter, of his daminions, might, take res
venge for the many dangers and difquierudes which
the.arms, and. flill more the intrigues of France,
had, in his difputes both with Becket and his fons;
found means to raife him. After making a ceffa-
tion of arms, a conference was agreed on near
Vours; where Henry granted his, fons much lefs
advantageous: terms than he had formerly offered ;
and he. received their fubmiffions, The moff mas
¢ Brompton, p., 1096, ~ Neubivig. p. 4i7.  Hemwitg), p. 503
LI T terial
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terial of his conceflions were fome peufions which
he flipulated to pay them, and fome caflles which
he grinted them for the place of their refidence s
together with an indemnity for all their adherents,
who were reftored to their eftates and honourse,
On all thofe who had embraced the caufe of the
young prince, William king of Scotland was the
only confiderable lofer by that invidious and un-
jult enterprife. Henry delivered from confinement,
without exaéting any ranfom, about nine hundred
knights witom he had taken prifoners ; but it coft
William the ancient independency of his crown as
the price of his liberty., He ftipulated to do ho.
mage to Henry for Scotland and all his other pof-
feflions ; he engaged that all the barons and nobi-
lity of his kingdom fhould alfo do homage; that
the bithops fhould take an oath of fealty; that both
fhould fwear to adhere to the king of England
againft their native prince, if the latter fhould
break his cngagements ; and that the fortreffes of
Ldinburgh, Stirling, Berwic, Roxborough, and Jed-
borough, thould be delivered into IJenry’s hands,
till the performance of articles®. This fevere and
humiliating treaty was executed in its full rigour.
William, being relealed, brought up all his ba-
yons, prelates, and abbots; and they did homage
to Henry in the cathedral of York, and acknow-
ledged him and his fucceffors for their fuperior
lord®. ‘The Englith monarch ftretched ftill farther
the rigour of the conditions which he exalted. He
engaged the king and ftates of Scotland to make
a perpetual ceflion of the fortrelles of Berwic, and
Rozborough, and to gllow the caflle of Edinburgh

4 Rymer; vol. i, p. 35. Bened. Abb, p. 88. Hoveden, p. 540,
Diceto, p» §83. Brompton, p. 1oy8. Ieming. p. 504
Chron, Dunit. p. 36,

¢ M. Paris,p 9t, Chron. Dunft p.36. Hoveden, p. 545.
M. Wett. p. 251, Diceto, p. 584. lg’rumplcm, p.1103. Ry~
mer, vol. i. p. 39 Liber Nigex Scaccarii, p 36

f Bened. Abb. p. 113. ° . ‘

(4]



HENRY I,

to remain in his hands for a limited fime. This was
the firft great afcendant which England obtained
over Scotlund; and indeed the fift important sranf-
altion which had paffed between the kingdoms. Few
princes have been fo fortunate as to gain confiderable
advantages over their weaker neighbours with lefs
violence and injuftice than was praciifed by Heury
againft the king of Scots, whom he had taken pri-
fonerin battle, and who had wantonly engaged in a
war, in which all the neiglibours ofthat prince,-and
even his own family, were, without provocation,
combined againft him 2. ,

Henry having thus, contrary to expeation,
extricated himfelf with honour from a fituation in
which his throne was expofed to great danger, was
employed for feveral years in the adminiftration of
juftice, in the execution of the laws, and in guarding

449
CHAP

At prvmacth
1175

King',
eqtijtihe
admini-
{tration,

againft thofe inconveniences, which either the palt -

convulfions of his (tate, or the political inflitutions of
that age, unavoidably occafioned. The provifions
which he made, thow fuch largenefs of thought as
qualified him for being a legiflator ; and they were

commonly calculated as well for the future as the’

prefent happinefs of his kingdom. , '
He enated fevere penalties againft robbery,
murder, falfe coining, arfon;. and ordained that
thefe crimes {hould be punifhed by the amputation
of the tipht hand and right foot *. The pecuniary
commutationfor crimes, which has a'falfe appearance
of lenity, had been gradually difuled; and feems
to have been entirely abclithed by the rigour of
thele ftatutes. The fuperftitious trial by water ot-
deal, though condemned by the church?, flill fub-

& Some Scotch hiftortans pretend, that William paid, befides,

11700

100,060 pounds of ranfom, which is quite incredible. The ranfom |

of Richard L who, befides England, pollefled fo many rich ter-
ritories in France, was only 150,000 m:u'k?_, and yet was lcVIgd
with great difficalty. Indecd, two-thivds of it only could be paid

before his deliveranee, h Bened. Abb. p. 132 Hoves

den,p. 549. . 1 Seld. Spicileg, ad Eadm. p. 204
-~ Vor. L. Gg- fifted 5
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fifted ; but Ienry ordained, that any man aceufed
of murder, or any heinous felony, by the oath of
the 1égal knights of the county, fhould, even though
acquitted by the ordeal, be obliged to abjure the
tealm ¥,

AvL advances towar ds reafon and good fenfe are
flow and gradudl. Tenty, thouzh fenfible of the
great abfurdity aitending the trial by due} or battle,
did not venture to abolith it: He only admittcd
either of the porties to challenge a trial by an affize
or jury of twelve ficeholders’. This latter method
of trial fecins to have been very ancient in England,
and was fixed by the laws ot king Alfred: But the
barbarous and violent genius of the age had of late
given moie credit to the trial by battle, which had
become the general method of deciding all important
controveifics. It was never abolifhed by law in
England ; and there is an inflance of it fo late as the
reign of Elizabeth : But the inftitution revived by
this king, being found more reafonable and more
fuitable to a civilized people, gradually prevailed
over it.

Tre partition of England into four divifions, and
the appointment of itinerant juftices to go the cir-
cuit in each divifion, and to decide the caufes in
the counties, was anpther important ordinance of
this prince, which had a dhed tendency to corb
the oppreflive barons, and to protefl the inferior
gentry and common people in their property ™
"Uhofe juftices were either prlates or confiderable
hoblemen ; who, befides cairying the aathority of
the king’s commiflion, were able, by the dignity of
their own charallar, to give weight and credit to the
laws.

TraAT there might be fuwer obftacles to the ex-
ecution of juftice, the king was vigilant in demo-

k Bened. Abb. p, 132. ! Glanv, lib, i, cap, 7.
= Hoveden, p. 590.
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lifhing all the newserected caftles of the nobility, in cn a .

England as well as in his foreign dominions ; and __'*
N

he permitted no fortrefs to remain in the cuftddy of
thofe whom he found reafon to fufpe@ ™.

Bur left the kingdom {hould be weakened by
this demolition of the fortrefles, the king fixed an
affize of arms, by which all his fubje&s were obli
ged to put themlelves in a fituation for defending
themfelves and the realm. Kvery man poflefled of
a knight’s fee was ordained to have for each fee 3
coat of mail, a helmet, a fhield, and a lance ; every
free layman, poflefled of goods to the value of fix.
teen marks, was to be armed in like manner ; every
one that poflefled ten marks was obliged to have an
iron gorget, a cap of iron, and 2 lance; all bur.
gefles were to have a cap of iron, ‘a lance, and 3
wambais ; that i3, a coat quilted with wool, tow,
of fuch like materials . It appears that archery,
for which the Englith were afrerwards fo renowned,
had not, at this time, become very common among
them. The fpear was the chicf weapon employed
in,battle. . o

THE clergy and the laity were, during that age,
in a ftrange fituation with regard to each other, and
fuch as may feem totally incompatible with a civi-
lized, and indeed with any fpecies of government,’
If a tlergyman were guilty. of murder, he could be
pupithed by degradation only : If he were mur.
dered, the murderer was expofed to nothing but
excommunication and ecclefiaftical cenfures; and
the crime was. atoned for by penances and [ubmif.
fion *. Hence the affaffins of Thomas a Becker
himfelf, though guilty of the maft atrocions wick-
ednefs, and the moft repugnant to the fentiments of
that age, lived fecurely in their own boufes, with.
out being called to account by Henry himlelfy whe

= Bened, Abb. p. z02. Diceta, p. 585.

¢ Bened, Abb.p. g05. Anfal, Waval p. 161
P Petri Bleflep. cpift, 73.apud Bibl, Patr. tom. xx1v. p. 992,
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cmmar was fo much concemned, both m honour and in-
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terefl, to punith that c1ime, and who prolefled, or
alle@teld on all occafions, the moft cxtreme abhor-
rence of it. 1t was not till they found their pre-
fence (hunned by every one as excommunicated
perlons that they were inducel to take a journey
10 Rome, to throw themielves at the fect of the
pontifl, and to fubmit to the penances impoled
upon them : After which, they continued to poflefs,
without moleftation, their honours and fortunes,
and feem even to have recovered the countenance
and good opinion of the public. But as the king,
by the conflitutions of Clarendon, which he en-
deavoured flill to wmaintain?, had fubjeted the
clergy to a trial by the civil magiltrate, it feemed
but juil to give them the protedtion of that power
to which they owed obedience : It was enaéted, that
the murderers of clergymen {hould be tried before
the jufticiary, in the prefence of the bifhop or his
oflicial ; and befides the ufual punithment {or mur-
der, fhould be fubjeted to u forlciture of their
eftates, and a confilcation of their goods and cliat-
tels *.
Tz king paffed an cquitable law, that the goods
of a vaffal thould not be feized for the debt of his
Jdord, unlefs the vaiflal be furety for the debt ; and
that the reuts of vafluls fhould be paid to the'cre.
ditors of the lord, not to the lord himfelf. I; is
remarkable that this law was enatted by the king
in a council which he held at Verneuil, and which
+ coufitted of fome prelates and barons of Fngland,
as well as fome of Normandy, Poictou, Anjou,
Maiue, Touraine, aud Britanny ; and the ftaiate
tvok place 7in all thefe laft-mentioned territories °,

4 Chron. Gervale, p. 1433 ' Diceto, p. §92. Chron,
Gervale, p. 1433, * Beoed. Abb. p. 248, It was ulnal for
the kings of England, atter the conquell of Lrclund, to fummon
barons and members ofthat countiy to the Englifh pailiamunt.
Molineux’s Cafe of Ireland, p. G4x 65, G6. .
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vernment was, and how neas the fovereinns,in fome
inflances, approached to defpotifin, theugh in others
they feemed fearccly to poftefs any authority, Ifa
prince much dreaded and re. cred, like Henry, cb-
taived but the appearance of gencral confent to an
ordinance which was cauitable and jafl, it became
immediately an eflablithed law, and all Lis {ubjeéls
acquiefced in it. U the prince was bated or defbil-
ed; if the nobles who fupported him had fmall in-
fluence ; il the humours of the umes difpoled the
people to queftion the jullice of his ordinance ; the
fullett and moft authentic affembly had no authoricy.
"Thus all ways confufion and diforder; no regular idea
of a conilitution ; force and viclince decided every
thing.

‘T1re fuccefs which had attended Ilenry in his
wars did not muoch encowrage his neighboury to
form any attempt againft him; and bis tranfadlions
with them, dwing feveral years, contain little me-
motable, Scotland remincd in that ftate of feu-
dal (ubjection to which he had reduced it, and gave
him no farther inguictude. TIle fent over his
fourth fon, John, Into licland, with a view of
making a more complete conquelt of the ifland
but the petulance and incapacity of this prince, by
yhiclt he entaged the Liith chicftuins, oblized the
king foon aiter .10 recal hime®, The king of
France had fullen into an abjeél fuperflition ; and
was induced, by a devotion more fincere than that
of llcary, to make a pilgrimage to the tomb of
Beckct, in order to obtain his interceffion for the
cure of Fhilip, his ecldefl fon. <Ile probably

t Sy lnan evea doubts whetler the law were not allo extend -
¢d to Lngland.  1fir nere nat, it could vuly be becaufe Jemy
Aid not ehule it 3 for hisaubority wis gieater in tha, kingdoa
thop in iy trantmotine dominions,  ® Bened. Abb. p. 437, &¢.
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faint, on account of their ancient intimacy; and
hoped that Beehet, whow he had proteéted while
on earth, would nor now, when he was fo highly
exalted in hecaven, forget his old {riend and'bene.
fa€or. The monks, fenfible that their fint’s ho-
nour was concerned in the cale, failed not to pub-
lith that Lewis’s prayers were an{wered, and that
the young prince was rcltared ro health by Becket’s
interceflion. That king himfelf was foon after
ftruck with an apoplexy, which deprived him pf his
underftanding : Puilip, though a youth of fifteen,
took on him the adminiftration, till his father’s
death, which happened foon alter, opencd his way
to the throne; 3nd he proved the ableft and great.
eft monarch that had governed that kingdom fince

- theage of Charlemagnc  "The fuperior years, how,

ever, and experience of Henry, while they mode-
rated his ambition, gave himn {uch an alcendant over
this prince, that no dangerous vivalthip, for a long
time, arofe between them.  ‘T'he Baglith monarch,
inftead of taking advantage of his own fituation, ra.
ther emplayed his good offjces in compofing the
quarrels which arofe in the royal family ol France;
and he was fuccefsful in mediating a reconciliation
between Philip and his mpther’and yncles. ‘Thefe
fervices were but ill requited by Philip, who, wken
he came to man’s eltate, fomented ‘all the domeftic
difcords in the royal {amily of England, and encod-
raged Henry’s fons in their ungrateful and undutiful
behaviour towards him.

Prince Henry, cqually impatient of obtaining
power, and incapable of ufing it, renewed to the
king the demand of his refigning Normandy ; and
on meeting with a refufal, he fled with his confort
to the court of France : But not finding Philip at
that time difpofed to enter into war for his fake, he
accepted of his father’s oflers of reconciliation, and

made
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made him fubmiffions. It was a cruel circum. € H A P
ftance in the king’s fortune, that he could hope for e
no tranquillity from the criminal enterprifes pf his 130,
fons but by their mutual difcord and animofities,
which difturbed his family, and threw his ftate into
convulfions, Richard, whom he had made mafter
of Guienne, and who had difplaved his valour and
military genius by fupprefling the revolts of his
mutinous barons, refufed to obey Henry’s orders,
in doing homage to his elder brother for that
dutchy; and he defended himfelf againft young
Henry and Geoftrey, who, uniting their arms,
carried war into his territories *, The king, with
fome difficulty, compofed their difference; -but
inmediately found his eldeft fon engaged in con.
Ipiracies, and ready to take arms againft himfelf,
While the young prince was conduéting thefe cri-
minal intrigues, he was feized with a fever at Mar-
tel, a caftle near Turenne, to which he had retired 1134,
in difcontent ; and feeing rhe approaches of death,

he was at laflt {truck with remorle for his undutiful
behaviour.towards his father. He fent a meflage

to the king, who was not far diftant; exprefled

his contrition for his faults ; and entreated the fa-

vour of a wifit, that he might at lealt die with the
fatisfaction of having obtained his forgivenefs.,

Henry, who had fo often experienced the prince’s
ingratitude and violence, apprehended that hisfick-.

neff was entirely feigned, and be durft not entryft

himfelf into his fon’s hands : But when he foon

after reccived intelligence of young Henry’s death, 1:th June.
and the proofs of his fincere repentance, this good Deivh of
prince was affeted with the deepeft forrow; he Hey.
thrice fainted away; he accufed his own bard-
heartednefs in refufing the dying requeft of hisfon;

and he lamented that he had deprived that prince of

® Ypod. Neutt. p. 451, Bened, Abb. p. 383. Diceto, p. 617, |
Gga ' the
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c 11 AP the laft opportunity of making atonement for hisol-
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, fences, aud ol pouring out his foul in the bofom of

his reconciled father*.  This prince died in the
twenty-cighth vear of his age.

Tz behaviour of his furviving children did not
tend to give the king any confolation for the lofs.
As prince Henry had left no pofterity, Richard
was become heir to all his dowinions ; and the
king intended that John, his third furviving fon
and favourite, fhould inherit Cuicnne as his appa-
nage: But Richard refuled his conlent, fled into
that datchy, aud even made preparations for car-
rying on war, as well againft his father as againft
his brother Geoflicy, who was now pntin pol-
feflion of Britanny. Henry fent for Eleanor bis
queen, the heircls of Guienne, and required Kich-
ard to deliver up to her the dominion of thele ter-
ritorics; which that piince, either dreading an in.
furreflion of the Gufcons i her favour. or retain-
ing fomé lenfe of duty rwowards her, readily per-
{ormed ; and he peaccably rerurned to his father’s
court. No fooner was this guarrel accommodated,
than Geollrey, the mofl viclous perhaps of all
Henry’s unhappy family, broke out into violence ;
demanded Anjou to be annexed to his dominions
~of Britanny ; und on meeting with a refulul, fled
to the court of France, and lovied forces aguinll his
father *. THenry was frued [rom: this danger by his
fon's death, who was kLilled in o tournmmnent at
Yaris’. The widow of Geoflrey, foon alter his
deceafle, was delivered of a fon, who received the
name of Arthur, and was invelled in the dufchy
of Britanny, under the guardianthip of his grand-
father, wha, as duke of Normanly, was alfo fupe-
rior lord of that territory. Philip, as lord para-

v Bened, Abb. p. 303, Floveden, p. 621, Trivet, val. i

pe Rt * Neubrig. p. 21, 7 Bened. Abh,
Pe 451, Chuon, Gervale, p. 1480,
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mount, difputed fome time his title to this ward- cu a e
fhip ; but was obliged to yield to the inclinations of X

et s oyl
the Bretons, who preferred the government of s

Henry.

But the rivalthip between thefe potent princes, crafutes,
and all their inferior intereft, feemed now to have
given place to the general paflion for the relief of
the holy land, and the expulfion of the Saracens.
Thofe infidels, though obliged to yield to the im- ’
menfe inundation of Chriftians in the firft crufade,
had vecovered courage after the torrent was paft; :
and attacking on all quarters the fettlements of the
Europeans, had reduced thefe adventurers to great
difficulties, and obliged them to apply again for
{uccours from the Weft. A f{econd crufade, under
the emperor Conrade, and Lewis VIL king of
France, in which there perifhed above 200,200 men,
brought them buta temporary relief; and thofe
princes, after lofing fuch immenfe armies, and fee-
ing the flower of their nobility {all by their fide, re-
turned with little honour into Furope. But thele
repeated misfortunes, which drained the weltern
world of its’ people and treafure, were not yet {uf-
ficient to cure men of their paffion for thofe Ipiritual
adventures ; 'and a new incident rekindled with
Frefh fary the zeal of the ecclefiaftics and military”
adventorers among the Latin Chriftians,  Saladin,
a pt;"ince of great generofity, bravery, and conduét,
having fixed himfelf-on the throne of Egypt, began
to extend his conquefts over the caft; and finding
the fettlement of the Chriltians in Paleftine an in-
vincible obftacle to the progrels of his arms, he
bent the whole force of his policy and valour to
fubdue that fmall’and barren, but important terri.
tory. Taking advantage of diffenfions which pre-
vailed among the champions of the crofs, and hav-
ing fecretly gained the count of Tripoli, who com-
manded their armies, he invaded the frontiers with
2 mighty powgr ; and,. aided by the treachery of
" that
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CH AP that count, gained over them at Tiberaide a com
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plete viétory, which utterly annihilated the force of
the already lanpuithing kingdom of Jerufalen. 'The
holy city itfelf fell into his hands, aflter a feeble re-
fiftance ; the kingdom of Antinch was almoft en.
tirely fubdued-; and except fome maritime towns,
nothing confiderable remained of thofe hoalled con-
quefts, which, ncar a century before, it had coft
the efforts of all Europe to acquire %,

Tuz weftern Chriftians were aftonifhed on re.
ceiving this difmal intclligence, Pope Urban III,
it is pretended, died of grief; and his fucceffor,
Gregory VIII. employed the whole time of his
fhort pontificate in roufing to aris all the Chriftians
who acknowledged his authority, "Lhe general cry
was, that they werc unworthy of enjoying any in.
heritance in heaven, who did not vindicate from
the dominion of the infidels the inheritance of God
on ecarth, and deliver from flavery that country
which had been confecrated by the footlteps of their
Redeemer.  William archbifhap of Tyre, having
procured a conference between Henry and Philip
near Gilors, euforced all thele topics ; gave a par
thetic defcription of the miferable ftate of the ealtern
Chriftians; and employed every argument to ex-
¢ite the ruling paflions of the age, {uperftition, and
jealoufy of military honour *.  “'he two monarchs
immediately took the crofs; many of their mol}
confiderable vaffals imitated the exampls ®; aifd as
the emperor Frederic I. entered into the fame con-
federacy, fome well-grounded hopes of fuccefs were
entertained ; and men flattered themfelves, that an
enterprife which had failed under the conduét of
many independent leaders, or of imprudent princes,
might at laft, by the eforts of {uch potent and ahble
monarchs, be brought to a happy ifiue.

* M. Paris, p. 100, * Bened. Abb, p. 5314
® Neubrig. p. 435. Heming. p. 512,
L4
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‘Tur kings of France and England impofed a
tax amounting to the tenth of all moveable goods,
on fuch as remained at home®; but as they ex.
empted from this burden moft of the regular clergy,
the fecular afpired to the fume immunity ; pretended
that their duty obliged them 1o affift the crufade
with their prayers alone ; and it was with fome difhi-
culty they were conftrained to defift from an oppo-
fition, which in them, who had been the chief pro-
moters of thofe pious enterprifes, appeared with the
worfl grace imaginable ‘. This backwardnefs of
the clergy is perhaps a {ymptom, that the enthufi-
aftic ardour which had at firft feized the people for
crufades, was now by time and ill fuccefs confider.
ably abated ; and that the phrenzy was chiefly fup-
ported by the military genius and love of glory in
the monarchs.

Burt before this great machine could be put in
motion, there were {till many obftacles to furmount.
Philip, jealous of Ilenry’s power, entered into a
private confederacy with young Richard; and,
working on his ambitious and impatient temper,
perfuaded him, inftead of fupporting and aggrau-
difing that monarchy which he was one day to in-
herit, to feek prefent power and independence by
dittmbing and difinembering it. In order to give
a pretence for hoftilitics between the two kings,
Richard broke into the territories of Raymond
count df ‘Touloule, who immediately carried com-
plaints of this vivlence before the king of France
as his [uperior lord. Philip remonitrated with
Henry ; but received for anfwer, that Richard had
confefled to the archbifhop of Dublin, that his en-
terprife againft Raymond had been undertaken by
the approbation of Philip himfelf, and was con-
dutted by his authority. The king of France, who

¢ Bened. Abb.p. 498 # Petri Bleffen, epift, 112,
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wight hive Leen cuvered with thame and confufion
by this detedion, (il profecated  bis defign, and
invaded the provineas of ferri and Auvergue, un.
der colour ol 1 acnnine the quarre! of the count of
Tovlonfe . T.omy retaliasted by making jaroads
upon the fivations of Maace, and burning Dreux,
As this war. vhich doflioyed ol hopes of fuccels
in the proje@cd (rafade, vave wreat feandal, the
two kings leld a coaier aee at the accullomed
place between wilors and e, in order to find
means of sccomnodating theh differences : They
feparated on wedde toring than before 5 and Philip,
to fhew his difsull, oidered a nreat elm, under
which the contercnces had ufunlly been held, to be
cut down'y as if he had renounced all defire of
accommodation, and was detcrinived to cairy the war
to extiunities againfl the 1ing of Fngland. But
his own vefluls refufed to furve under him in fo in-
vidious a2 caule:® ; and he was oblized to come anew
to a conference with Ulenry, and to ofler terms of
peace. ‘L'hde terns were fuch as entirely opened
the eyes of the king of Lopland, and [ully con-
vinced him of the perfidy ol his fon, and his {eeret
alliance with Philip, of which he had before only
entertained fome lufpicion. The king of France
required that Richard fhould be crowned king of
Enpland in the lifetime of his father, thould 1 e in.
vefled in all his tianfmarine dominions, and fhould
immediately efponfe Alice, Philip’s fila, 16 whom
he bad formerly been aflianced, and who had al-
ready been conduQled into England®. Henryhad ex-
perienced Inch [atal cffeQs, both from the crowning
of his eldeft fon, and from that prince’s alliance
with the royal family of Trance, that he rejeéled
thefe terms; and Ricbard, in confequence of his
fecret agreement with Philip, immediately revolted

¢ Diencd, Abh. p. et fThid . 517.532.
& Tbid. po 51g. P Benads Abb. p. 521, Hoveden, p. 652,
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from him’, did homage to the king of Irance for c 1 A p.

all the dominions which Henry held of that crown,
and received the inveftitures as if he had already-
been the lawful pofleflor.  Several hiftorians aflert,
that Henry himlelf had become enamoured of
young Alice, and mention this as an additional rea-
fon for his refufing thele conditions: But he had fo
many other jult and equitable motives for his con-
dud, that it is fuperfluous to affign a caufe, which

the great prudence dnd advanced age of that mo..

narch rendered fomewhat improbable,

Carpinar Albano, the pope’s legate, difpleafed
with thefe increafing obftacles to the crufade, cx-
communicated Richard, as the chief {pring of dif-
cord : But the fentence of excommunication,which,
when it was properly prepared, and was,zealoufly
fupported by the clergy, had often great influence
in that age, proved entirely ineffetual in the pre-
fent cafe. ‘The chief barons of Poiftou, Guienne,
Normandy, and Anjou, being attached to the

young prince, and finding that he had now received
" the inveftiture from their fuperior lord, declared for
him, and made inroads into the territories of fuch
as [till adhered to the king. Henry, dilquieted by

the daily revolts of his mutinous fubjeéts, and’

dreading {till worfe effeéts from their turbulent dif~
pofitiom, had again recourfe to papal authority ; and
engaged the cardinal Anagni, who had fucceeded
Albano in the legatefhip, to threaten Philip with
laying an interdiét on all his dominions. But Phi-
lip, who was a prince of great vigour and capacity,
defpifed the menace, and told Anagni, that it be-
longed not to the pope to intetpole in the temporal
difputes. of princes, much lefs in thofe bertveen him
and his rebellious vaffal. He even proceeded fo far
as to reproach him with partiality, and with re-
ceiving bribes from the king of Lngland*; while

1 Brompton, p..1149. Neubrig. p. 437. kM. Pais,
p. 104. Dened. Adb. p. 542. « Hoveden, p. 652.
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Richard, flill more cutrageous, offered to draw his
fword againft the legate, and was hindred by the
interpofition 2loneof the company, from committing
violence upon him/,

The king of England was now obliged to defend
his dominions by arms, and to engage in a war
with France, and with his eldeft fon, a prince of
great valour, on {uch difadvantageous terms. Ferté.
Bernard fell firft into the hands of the ‘enemy:
Mans was next taken by affault ; and Henry, who
had thrown himfelf into that place, efcaped with
fome difficulty " : Amboife, Chaumont, and Cha-
teau de Loire, opencd their gates on the appearance
of Philip and Richard : Tours was menaced ; and
the king, who had rctired to Saumur, and had daily
inftances of the cowardice or infidelity of his go-
vernors, expefted the moflt difmal iffue to all his
enterprifes, While he was in this ftate of defpond-
ency, the duke of Burgundy, the earl of Flanders,
and the archbifhop of Rheims, interpofed with their
good offices; and the intelligence which he receiv-
ed of the taking of Tours, and which made him
fully fenfible of the delperate fituation of his affairs,
fo fubdued his {pirit that he fubmitted to all the ri-
gornus terms which were impofed upon him. lde
agreed, thar Richard fhould marry the princefs
Alice; that that prince fhould receive the homage
and oath’ of fealty of all his fubjects both in Eng-
Jand and his tranimarine dominions; that he himfetf
fhould pay twenty thoufand marks to the king of
Tranceasa compenfation for the charges of the war;
that Lis own barons fhould engage to make him
obferve this treaty by force, and in cafe of his vio-
lating it, thould promife to join Philip and Richard
againit him ; and chat all his vaffals who had en-

I M. Paris, p. 504., ® M. Paris, p, 105, Bened. Abb-
P 543 Floveden, p-653.
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tered into ¢onfederacy with Richard, thould receive
an indemnity for the offence *.

But the mortification which Henry, who-had
been accuftomed to give the law in molt treaties, re-
ceived from thefe difadvantageous terms,was the lealt
that he met with on this occafion. When he de-
manded a lift of thofe barons to whom he was
bound to grant a pardon for their conneétions with
Richard, he was altonifhed to find at the head of
them the name of his lecond fon John®; who had
always- been his favourire, whofe interefts he had
ever anxioufly at heart, and who had even, on ac-
count of his afcendant over him, often excited the
jealoufly of Richard®, The unhappy father, already
overloaded with cares and forrows, finding his lalt
difappointment in his ‘domeftic tendernefs, broke
out into expreflions of the urmoft defpair, curfed
the dayin which he received his miferable being, and
beftowed on his ungrateful and undutiful childrena
maledition which he never could be prevailed on
to retralti» The more hiz heart was dilpofed to
friendfhip and affeltion, the more he refented the
barbarous return which his four fons had fucceflively
made to his parental care ; and this finithing blow,
by depriving him of every comfort in life, quite
broke his fpirit, and threw him into a lingering
fever, of which he expired at the callle of Chinon
near Saumur. His natural fon Geuaffrey, who alone
had behaved durifully towards him; attended his
corple to the nunnery of Fontervrault; where it lay
in ftate in the abbey church. Next day Richard,
who came to vifit the dead body of his father, and
who, notwithftanding his criminal condu, was
not wholly deftitute of generofity, was flruck with
horror and remorfe at the fight; and as the attend-
ants obferved, that at that very mftant, blood guth-

n M., Paris, p.106. Bened. Abb, 535, , Hoveden, p. 653-
* Haoveden, p. 654. ? Bencd, Abb. 541,
4 Hoveden, p. 654 - ' {
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C HAP ed from the month and noftrils of the corpfe®, he
by €xclaimed, apreeably to a vulgar fuperftition, that
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he was his {ather’s murderer; and he expreffed a
deep fenfe, though too lare, of that undutiful beha-
viour which had brought his parent Lo an untimely
prave .

Trs died, in the filty-cighth year of his age,
and thirty-fifth of his reign, the greatefl prince of
his time for wifdom, virtuc, and abilitics, and the
molt powerful in extent of Jominion of all thofe
that bad cver filled the throne of England. His
chara&er, in private as well as in public life, is al-
moft without a blemifh ; and he fcems to have pof-
fefled every accomplifhment, both of body and
mind, which makes a man cither eftimable or ami-
able. He was of a middle ftature, trong, and well
proportioned 3 his countenance was lively and cn-
gaging ; his converfation aflable and entertaining ;
his elocution cafy, perfuafive, and ever at come
mand. Ilc loved peace, but poflefled both bra-
very and condutt in war; was provident without
tinidity ; fevere in the execution of juflice without
rigour ; and temperate without aufterity.  He pre-
ferved health, and kept himielf from corpulency, to
which he was fomewbhat inclined, by an abflemious
diet, and by trequent excrcife, particularly hunting.
‘When he could enjoy leifure, he recreated-himfelf
either in learned couverfation or in reading ; and he
culiivated his natural talents by fludy, above any
prince of his time. Ilis affetions, as well as his
enmities, were warm and durable ; and his long ex-
perience of the ingratitude and infidelity of men
never deftroycd the natural fenfibility of his temper,
which difooled him to friendfhip and fociety. His
charafter has been tranfmitied to us by feveral
writers who were his contemporaries *; and it is ex-

* Bened, Abb. p. §47. Brompton, p. 1151, ¢ M. Paris,
P 107. ¢ Petri Dlef. epill, 46, 47, in Bibliotheca Pa-
tium, vol. xxiv. p. g85, 986. &g. Gitald. Camb. p. 783, &ec.
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tremely refembles, in its moft remarkable features, ¢ H A ».
that of his maternal grandfather Henry L : Except- 1%,

ing only, that ambition, which was a ruling paffion
in both, found not in the firft Henry fuch unexcep-
tionable meafures of exerting itlelf, and puflied that
prince into meafures, which were both criminal
in themfelves, and were the caufe of farther crimes,
from which his grandfon’s condut was happily ex-
empted,

THis prince, like moft of his predeceflors of the
Norman ‘line, except Stephen, paflfed more of his
time on the continent than in thisifland: He was
furrounded with the Englith gentry and nobility,
when abroad : The French gentry und nobility at-
tended him when he refided in England : Both na.
tions acted in the government as if they were the
fame people ; and, on many occafions, the legifla-
tures feem not to have been diftinguithed. As the
king and all the Englith barons were of French ex-
traction, the manners of that people acquired the af-
cendant, and were regarded as the models of imi-
tation.  All {oreign improvements, therefore, fuch
as they were, in literature and politenefs, in laws
and arts, feem now to have been, in a good mea-
fure tranfplanted into England ; and that kingdom
was bgcome little inferior in all the fathionable ac-
complifhmeats, to any of its neighbours on the con-
tinen4. The more homely but more fenfible man-
ners and principles of the Saxons, were exchanged
for the affetations of chivalry, and the fubtilties of
fchool philofophy : The feudal ideas of civil governs<
ment, the Romifh fentiments in religion, had taken
entire pofleflion of the people : By the former, the
fenfe of fubmiflion towards princes was [omewhat
diminifhed in the barons ; by the latter, the devoted
attachment to papal authority was much augmented
among the clergy. The Norman and other fo-
reign families eftablifhed in England, had now
ftruck deep root; and being entirely incorporated
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with the peeple, whom at fivAl they opprefled and
defpifed, they no longer thought that they needed
the protediion of the crown lor the enjoyment of
theh pofi fions, or confidered thelr unure as pre.
carious.  "fhey afpised to the fame liberty and in-
dependence which they faw anjoyed by their bre-
thren on the coptinent, and defired to reftrain thofe
cxorbitant  prerogatives and arbitrary practices,
which the neceflitics of war aud the violence of
conqucfl had at fili obliged them to indulge in
their monarch. That niemery alfo of a more equal
government under the Saxon princes, which re-
mained with ihe Englith, diffufed fill farther the
fpirit of liberty, and made the barons both defirous
of morc independence to themlelves, and willing to
indulge it to the people. And it was not long cre
this fecrct revoluon i the fentiments of men pro-
duced, firfl violent convulfions in the ftate, then an

evident alteration in the maxims of government.
‘Tue hiftory of all the preceding kings of Eng-
land fince the conquelt, gives evident proofs of the
diforders attending the leudal inllitutions ; the li-
centioufnefs of the barons, thetr pirit of rebellion
againft the prince aud laws, and of animofity
again{t cach other : The condudl of the barons in
the tranfmarine dominions of thofe monarchs, af-
forded perhaps fLill more flagrant inftances of thefe
convulfions ; and the hiftory of France, during feve-
1al ages, confifls almoft entirely of narrations of this
nature. The cities, during the continuance of this
violent government, could neither be very nume-
rous nor populous; and there occur inftances which
feam to evince, that, though thefe are always the
firlt feat of law and liberty, their police was in ge-
neral loofe and irregular, and expofed to the fame
diforders with thofe by which the country was ge-
nerally infefled. It was a cuflom in London for
great numbcrs, to the amount of a hundred or
more, the fgns and relationg of confiderable citizens,
to
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to form themlelves into a licentious confederacy, to ¢ 1 a P.

brealk into 1ich houfes and plunder them, to rob aud _ **:

murder the paffengers, and to commit with impu-
nity all forts of diforder. By thefe crimes, it had
become fo dangerous to walk the firccts by night,
that the citizens durfl no more venture abroad ater
fun-fet, than if they had been expofed to the incur-
fions of a public enemy. ‘The brother of the earl
of Terrars had been murdered by fome of thofe
noflurnal rioters; and the death of fo cminent a
perfon, which was much more regarded than that
of many thoufands of an inferior ftation, fo pro-
voked the king, that he fwore vengeance againfl the
criminals, and becaine thencefotth more 1igorous
in the execution of the Laws "

THIRE is another inflance given by hiftorians,
which proves to what a height fuch riots had pro-
ceeded, and how open thele criminals were in com-
mitting their robberies. A band of them had at-
tacked the houfe of a rich citizen, with an inten-
tion of plundering it ; had broken through a ftone
wall with hammers and wedges; and had already
entered the houfe fwoird in hand ; when the citizen,
armed cap-a-pce, and fupported by his fairhlul ler-
vants, appeared in the paffage to oppofe them: He
cut ofl the right hand of the firft robber that entcr
ed ; and made fuch flout rcfiftance, that his neivh-
bours had lcifure to aflenible, and come to his relief.
The man who loft his hand was taken; and was
tempted by the promife of pardon to reveal his
confederates ; among whom was one John Senex,
eficemed among the richeft and beft-born «itizens
in London. He was convited by the ordeal; and
though he offered five hundred marks for his life,
the king refufed the money, and ordered him to be
hanged ". It appems {rom a ftatutc of Edward L.
that thefe diforders were not remedi.d even in that

* Bened. Abk, p. 196, ¥ Bened. Abb. p. 197, 198.
) MTha reign,

'G‘DJ
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' L] »
ciar yeign. [t was then made penal to go out at night

1X.

v s alier the hour of the cwfew, to catry a weapon, or

1ty

to wilk without a light or lauthorn . Itis faidin
the preuable to this law, that, both by night and
by day, there were continual [rays in the Areets of
I.ondon.

Hiwr¢’s care in adminiltering juftice had gained
him {o gieat a 1cpuration, that cven forcign and
diftant princes made him aibiter, and fubmitted
their differences to his judgment. Sanchez king
of Navarre, having fome contioverfies with Alphonfo
king of Caftile, was contented, though Alphonfo had
manied the daughter of Henry, to chule this prince
for a referce; and they agreed, each of them to
confign threc caltles into neutral hands, as a pledge
of their not departing fiom his award, Henry
wnade the caule be examined befote his great coun-
cil, and gave a fentence, which was {ubmitted to
by both parties. Thefe two Spauifh kings fent
each a {tout champion to the court of England, in
order to defend his caule by aims, in cafe the way
of duel had been choferr by {lemiy 7.

Hinry fo far abolifhed the barbarous and abfurd
praftice of confilcating fhips which had been
wrecked on the coafi, that he ordained, if one man
Or animal werc alive in the fhip, that the veffel and

" goods fhould be reftored to the owners®

Tk reign of Henry was remarkable alfo foran
Innovation which was afterwards carried farther by
his fucceflors, and was attended with the moft im-
portant confequences. This prince was difgufted
with the fpecies of military force which was efta-
blithed by the fendal inftitutions, and which, though
it was extremaely burdenfome to the fubjeét, yet ren-
dered very little fervice to the fovercign. The ba-
rons, or military tenants, came late into the field ;

* Obfervations on the ancient Statutes, p, 216, 7 Rymer,
vol.iv. p. 43. Bened. Abb, p. 172, Diccto, p. 594, Bromp-
100, p. 1120, #Rymer, vl. i. p. 36.
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they were obliged to ferve only forty days: they c H A P.

were unfkilful and diforderly in all their operations ;
and they were apt to carry ‘into the camp the fame
refraltory and ‘independent {pirit, to which they
were accultomed in their civil government. Henry,
therefore, introduced the praice of making a com.
mutation of their military fervice for money ; and
he levied fcutagesfrom his baronies and knights fees,
inftead of requiring the perfonal attendance of his
vaffals. There is mention made, in the hiftory of
the exchequer, of thefe fcutages in his fecond, fifth,
and eighteenth year *; and other writers give usan
account of three more of them®. When the prince
had thus obtained money, he made a contra& with
fome of thofe ddventurers in which Europe at that
time abounded: They found him foldiers of the
fame chara&ter with themfelves, who were bound to
ferve for a f{tipulated time: The armies were lefs
numerous, bhut more ufeful than when compoled
of all the military vaffals of the crown: The feu-
dal inftitutions began to relax: The kings became
rapacious for money, on which all their power de-
pended: The barons, fecing no end of exattions,
fought to defend their property: And as the fame
caules had nearly the fame effefts in the different
countries of Europe, the feveral.crowns eithet loft*

or acquired authority, according to their different °
fuccefs in the conteft. .

Tris prince was alfo the fieft that levied a tax on,
the moveables or perfonal eftates of his fubjetts,
nobles as well as commons. Their zeal for the
holy wars made them fubmit to this innovation;
and a precedent being once obtained, this taxation
became, in following reigns, the ufual-method of
fupplying the neceflities of the crown. The tax of
Danegelt, fo generally odious to the nation, was
remitted in this reign,

= Madox, p. 435, 436; 437, 438 v Tyrrel, vol. il
P 466, from the ecords, 3+ -
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It was a ufual praflice of the kings of England,
{o repeat the cercmony of their coronation thrice
every year, on aflumbling the flates at the three
great feflivals.  1lenry, after the firft years of his
ieipn, never vepewed this ceremony, which was
found to be very expenfive and very ufelcfs, None
of his fuccefloss revived it. 1t is confidered as a
great a&t of grace in this prince, that he mitigated
therigour of the forefl laws, and punifhed any tranf.
grcffons of them, not capitally, but by fines, im«
prilonments, and other more moderate penalties.

Sinece we arc here collecting fome detached in-
cidents, which fhow the genius of the age, and
which could not lo well enter into the body of our
hifiory, it inay not be improper to mention the
quairel between Roger archbifhop of York, and
Richard archbifhop of Canterbury.  We may judge
of the violence of military men and laymen, when
ecclefiaftics conld proceed to fuch  extremities.
Cardinal I1aguezun being funt, in 1176, as legate
into Britain, lummoned an aflenubly of the clergy
at London ; and as both the archbithops pretended
to fit on his 1ight hand, this queftion of precedency
begar a controverfy between them.  The monks
and 1ctainers ol archibithop Richard fell upon Ro-
ger, in the prefence of the cardinal and of the fynod,
threw himy to the ground, trampled him {nder
foot, and fo braifed hivn with blows, that e was
taken up hall dewd, and his life was, with difficulty,
faved from their viclence. ‘The archbithop of Can.
terbury was abliged to pay a luge fum of money
10 the legate, in o1der to fupprels all complaints
with regard (o this enormity®,

WE arestold by Gyraldus Cambrenfis, that the
monks and piior of St Swithun thiew themfelves,
cue day, profirate on (he ground and in the mire
belore Ilenry, complaining, with many tears and

¢ Deued, Abb. p. 138, 139,  Browmpton, p. 1:09. Chron,
(Gorve p. 1433, Neubrig. p, 4134 .

muclt
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much doleful lamentation, that the bithop of Win- ¢ #

chefter, who'was alfo their abbot, hal cut off three
dithes from their rable. Flow maiy has he left
you? faid the king. Ten only, replicd the difcon-
folate monks. I mylfelf, exclaimed the king, never
have more than three; and I enjoin your bithop te
reduce you to the fame number 4,

Tr1s king lett only two legiiimate fons, Richard
who fucceeded him, and John who inherited no
territory, though his futher had oftea intended to
leave him a part of Lis extenfive dominions. He
was thence commonly dennminaied Laclland.
Henry left three legitimate danghters ; Mavd, born,
in 1156, and married to Henry duke of -axoay;
Eleanor, born in 1162, aud married to Alphonfo
king of Caftile; Joan, born in 1165, and married
to William king of Sicily ©.

Hewry is faid by ancient hillorians to have been
of a very amorous dilpofition : "They mention two
of his natural fons by Rofamond, daughier ol lord
Clifford ; namely, Richard Longefpée, or Long-
fword (fo called from the fword he ufually wore),
who was afterwards inariied to Iila, the daughter
and heir of the earl of Safitbury ; and Geoffrey, nrik
bithop of Lincoln, then archbithop of Yorks All
the other circumftances of the ftory, commonly
told-of thai lady, feem to be fabulous.

4 Gir. Camb, cap. 5. in Anglia Bacia, vob. il

» Diceto, p. 616,

‘Hhq
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NOTE [A], p. 13..

TI-IIS queftion has been difputed with as great zeal
and even acrimony, between the Scotch and Irifh
antiquaries, as if the honour of their refpeftive couutries
wete the moft deeply concerned in the decifion. We fhall
not enter into any detail on fo uninterefling a fubject ; but
fhall propofe our opinion in a fcw words. It appears more
than probable, from the fimilitude of language and man-
ners, that Britain either was originally peopled, or was
fubdued, by the migration of inhabitants from Gaul, and
Ireland from Britain: The pofition of the feveral countries
is an additional reafon that favours this conclufion, It ap-
pears alfo probable, that the migrations of that colony of
Gauls or Celts, who peopled or fubdued Ireland, was
originally made from the north«weft parts of Britain; and_
this conje€turc (if it do not merit a higher name) is .
foundéd both on the Irifh language, which is a very &f=
ferent diale€t from the Wellh, and from the language an-
ciently fpoken in South Brirain, and on the vicinity of
Lancafhire, Cumberland, Galloway, and Argylefhire,
to that Ifland, Thefe events, as they pafled long be-
fore the age of hiftory and records, muft be known by
reafoning alone, which in this cafe feems to be pretty
fatisfaltory : Cefar and Tacitus, not to mention 2 mul-
titude of other Greek and Roman authors, “were guided
by like inferences. But befides thefe primitive fats, which
lie in a very remote antiquity, it is a_matter of pofitive
and undoubted tcftimony, that the Roman province of
Britain, during the time of the lower empire, was much
infefted by bands of robbers or pirates, whom the provim-l
. : .. n cia
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clal Britons called feolo or Scuits 3 a name which wag
probebly ultd as o tormol reproaeh, and which thefe ban .

ditli thernfelves did not acknowledpe or affume. We ma
infor from two paliges in Clandivg, and {from one i
Orolius, and anothey i {fidore, that the chidd fat of thefe
Hoots wavin Yachinde ‘U1t fome past of the Trith fece-
booters miz wod back to th oithvdl parts of Dritain,
whetteo thet ancdioe Jid o Jdably been derived in g
moe wmow ape, i potivoly G ited by Bede, and fin-
phied in Gildas, 1 caondy that ndither Bede nor Cildas
arc Cielars or "Taritules; Luf fich o they are, they re.
rmain the fole tuftimony on the fuljeél, and therefore mug,
be relied on for want of better : Happily, the frivoloufncfs
of the quefiion corvefponds to the wiahnefs of the autho-
ritics. Mot to mention, that, if any put of the traditional
hiflory of a baibarous people canbe relied on, it is the ge-
nealogy of madons, and even fomctimes that of familics,
it is in vain to argue agaiafl thefe faéts {rom the fuppoled
warlike difpofition of the Ilizhlanders, and unwarlike of
the ancient hifh.  "Thole arpuments ave flill much weaker
than the authoritics. Mutions change very quickly in
thefe particulars.  “Lhe Uritons were unable {o refift the
Picks and Seots, and invited over the Sazons for their de-
fence, who repriled thofe invaders: Yet the fame Dritons
valiantly refifted for x50 years, not only this vi€torious
band of Saxons, but infinitc numbers more, whe poured
in upon them from all quarters.  Robert Bruce in 1322,
made a peace, in which England, after many defeats, was
'conﬂ.mincd to acknowledge the independence of his coun-
try: Yet in no more diflant period than ten years afler,
Santland was totally fubdued by a fmall handful of Yuglifh,
led by a {few private noblemen.  All hiftory is full of fuch
events,  The Irifh Scots, in the courfe of two or three
centurics, might find time and opportunitics [uliicient to
fettle in North Oritain, though we can neither allign the
period nor caufes of that revolution. Thewr barbarous
manner of life rendered them much fitter than the Romans
for fubduing thefe mountainecrs. And, in a word, it is
clear, {rom the language of the twa countrics, that the
Highlanders and the Irith are the fame prople, and that
the one are a colony from the other. We have pofitive
cvidence, which, though from neutral perfons, is not
perhaps the bell that may be withed {or, that, the [ormer,
in the third or fourth century, fprang from'the latter : We
4 ’ have
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have no cvidence at all that the latter {prang from the for®
mer. I fhall add, that the name of Erfe or Irith, given by
the low country Scots to the language of the Scotch IHigh- .
landers, is a certain proof of the traditional opinion dcli-
vered from father to fon, that the latter people camce origi-
nally from Ireland.

, NOTE [B), p. 117.
THERE is a fecming contradilion in ancient hilto.

‘rians with regard to fome circumftances ia the ftory
of Edwy and Elgiva. It is agreed, that tais prince hud 2
violent paflion for his fecond or third coulin, Elsiva,whom
he murricd, though within the degrees prohibired by the
canons. It is alfo agreed, that he wasdragged from alady
on the day of his coronation, and that the wady was aiter-
wirds treated with the fingular barbarity above mentinned,
"The only differcnce is, that Ofborne and fome others call
her his ftrumpet, not his wife, as fhe is {i! to be oy
Malmetbury. Dut this differcnce is eufily recouciled: For
if Edwy marricd her contrary to the canous, the monks
would be fure to deny her to be Lis wifi, und wolld infitt
that the could be nothing but Lis firumpet: So that, on the
whole, we may efteem this reprefintation of the marier as
certain ; at leaft, as by far the molt probable. 17 Edwy
had only kept a miftrefs, it is well known, that there are
methods of accommodation with the church, which » ould
have prevented the clergy from proceeding to fuch exives
mitiey againft him : But his marriage, contrary to &, o=
nong, was an infult on their authority, and called fer ¥=r
higheft refentment.

NOTE [C], p. 118.

EﬁANY of the Englifh hiftorians make Ed-x's fhips
amount to an extravagant nuwaber, (¢ 00 o
36680: See Hoviden, p. ga26. Fior Wihers p ool
Abbas Ricvaly p. 960,  bLocmston, p. 86, vars, that
Edg r bad gooo weitels.  Hew can theie oo ve ve-
conciled to prohalality, and to the ftaic of the -vre e
timz of Alfred! W. Thone wskes th o bovwaer
amount only to 300, which is more prefble, ke use;:{

© 0
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of Ethclred, Fdgar’s fon, mufl have been fhort of 1o0e
fhips 3 yet the Baxon Chronicle, p. 137, fays, it was the
greateil navy that ever had been feen in England.

NOTE [D], p. 141,

LMOST all the ancient hiftorians fpeak of this
maflacre of the Danes as if it had been univerfa),
and as if every individual of that nation throughout Eng-
land had been put to death.  Butthe 1) ines were almoft
the fole inhabitants iu the kingdoms of Northumberland
and Eafl. Avglia, and were very numetous in Plercia. This
reprefentation, therefore, of the matter is ablolitely im.-
pofible. Great refiftance maft have been made, and violent
wars enfued ; which was nat the cafe. This acconnt given
by Wallingford, though he fands fuple, muft be admitted
as the only true one. 'We are told that the name La..
daue, lord Daye, for an idle lazy fellow, who lives at other
people’s wpence, come from the condud of the Danes,
who were put to death, But the Englifh prine < had baen
entirely mailers for feverst guncration 3 and only fup.
ported a miliny corpy of that nation. It fecns probable,
therelore, that it was thefe Dazes only that wae put to
death,

NOTE [E], p. 167.

':l‘HE ingenious author of the article Gopwrw, in the
& DBiographia Dritannica, has endeavoured to clear the
memory of that nobluman, upon the {uppofition, that, all
the Englifh annals had been falfified by the Norman hifto-
rians after the conqueft. But that this fuppofition has not
much foundation, appcars hence, that almoft all thefe hif-
torians have given a very good chara&er of his fon Harold,
whom it was much more the Intereft of the Normay
caufe to blacken,

n

Ll

NOTE [F}, p. 178.

THE whole ftory of the tranfaltions between Edward,
Harold, and the duke of Normandy, is told fo differ
ently by the ancient writers, that there are few importang
paflages
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paflages of the Englifh hiftory liable to fo great uncertainty.
I have followed the account which appearcd to me the moft
confiftent and probable. It does not feem likely, that, Ed-
ward ever executed a will in the duke’s favour, much lefs
that he got it ratified by the ftates of the kingdom, as is
atfirmed by fome. The will would have been known to
all, and would have been produced by the Conqueror, to
whom it gave {o plaufible, and really fo joit a title ; but the
doubt{ul and ambiguous manner in which he feems always
to have mentioned i, proves that he could only plead the
known intentions of that monarch in his favour, which he
was defirous to call a will.  There is indeed a charter of
the Congueror preferved by Dr, Hickes, vol, i. where he
calls himi{elf rex hevedilnrins, meaning heir by will; bue a
prince poflefied of fo much power, and attended with fo
much. fuccefs, may employ what pretence he pleafes: 1t is
Tufficient to refute his preiences to obferve, that there is w
great difference and variation among hiftorians, with re-
gard to a point which, had it been real, muft have been
agreed upon by all of then.

Again, fome hiflorians, particularly Malmefbury and
Matthew of Weitminlter, ailivm that ITavold had no in-
tention of going over to Normandy, but that taking the air
in a pleafure-boat an the coatt, he was driven over by ftrefs
of weather to the territories of Guy count of Ponthieu :
But befides that this {tory is not probable in itfelf, and is
contradifted by moft of the ancient hiftorians, it is contra-
diéted by a very curious and authcntic monument lately dif-
covered. [tisa tapeftry, preferved in the ducal palace of,
Rouen, and fuppofed to have been wrought by orders o
Matilda, wife 1o the emperor: At leaft ir is of very gem®
antiguity. Harold is therc reprefented as taking his de-
parture {rom king Edward in execution of fome commif-
fion, and mounting his veilul with a great train,  The de-
fign of redecming his brother and nephew, who were
hoftages, is the moft likely caufe that can be affigned; and
is accordingly mentioned by Hadmer, Hoveden, Bromp-
ton, and Simeou of Durham, For a farthcr account of
this piece of tapeftry, fee Hiftoire de I’ Acadtmic de Lite-
rature, tom, ix. page §33. )

41y
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R NOTE [GT, p. 201,

ET appears from the ancient tranflations of the Saxon
annals and Tiws, and fiom king Alfred’s tranflation of
Bede, as well as fiom all the ancient Litlorians, that comer in
Latin, alderman in Saxon, and eard in Davo-Saxon, were
quite fynonimous. Thire is only a claufe in alaw of king
Athelflan’s, (I0e Spelm. Cone. p. 406.) which has fum-
bled fome antiquaries, and has made thensimagine that an
carl was fuperiorto an alderman.  "The weregild, or the
price of an carls blood, is theie fixed at 15,000 thrimfas,
equal to that of an archbifhop; whereas that of a bifhop
and alderman is ouly Sooo thiimfas. To folve this diffi-
culty we mufl have recourfe to Selden’s conjecture (fec his
Titles of Honour, chap. v. p. Go3, 6o.4.) that the term
of carl was inthe age of Athelftan jufl beginning to be in
ufc in England, and {lood at that time for the atheling or
prince of the blond, heir to the crown. 1 his he confirms
by law of Canutc, § 55, where an athcling and an arch-
bifhop are put upon the fame footing.  In another luw of
the fame Athelflan the werepild of the prince or atheling is
faid to be 15,000 tlrimfus. Hee Wilkiusg, p. 71. Heis
thercfore the fame who is called earl in the former law.

* NOTE [H], p. 252.

-

- "*HERE is a paper or record of the family of Sharne~
= borne, which prctends, that that family, which was
Saxon, was rcftored upon proving their innocence} as
well as other Saxon families which werein the {ame fitu-
ation. Though this papcer was able to impofe on fych
great antiquaries as Spelman (fee Glofl. in verbo Drenges)
and Dugdale (fee Daron. vol. 1. p. 118.), it is proved by
Dr, Brady (fee Anlw. to Petyt, p. 11, 12.) to have been
a forgery; and is allowed as fuch by Tyrrcl, though a
pertinacious defender of his party notions (fec his Hift,
vol. ii. introd. p. 5. 73.). Ingulfy p. yo. tells us, that
very early Hereward, though alifent during the time of the
conqucft, was turncd out of all his cllate, and could not
obtain redrefs. 'William even plundered the mona{tell"ics.

flor.
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“Flor. Wigorn. p. 636. Chron. Abb. St. Peuri de Burgo,
| P 48 M. Paris, p. 5. Sim. Dun. p. 200. Diceto,

[ p. 472, Drompton, p. 967. Knyghton, p. 2344. Alur.
Beverl. p. 130, We are told by Ingulf, that Ivo de Tail-

i"lebois plundered the monaflery of Croyland of a great
part of its Jand, and no redrefs could be obtained.

NOTE (], p- 253

’1"‘IIE obliging of all the inhabitants to put out the fires

and lights at certain hours, upon the foudding of a
bell, called the courfeu, is voprefented by Polydore Virgil,
lib. 9. asa mark of the fervitude of the Englith. But this
was a law of police, which William had previoufly cfla-
blithed in Normandy. Sce du Movlin, Hift, de Nor-
mandic, p. 160. The fame law had place in Scotland.
LL. Burgor. cap. 86.

NOTE [K], p. 26¢.
WI—IAT thefe laws were of Edward the Confeffor,

which the Englifh, every riign dwming a centmy
and 2 half, defire fo palhionately to have rellored, iy much
difputed by antiquaries, and our ignosanee of them feems
ane of the greatefl defedls in the ancient Englifh hitlory,
The collection of laws in Wilkins, which pafs under the
name of Edward, are plainly a pollerior and au ignorant
compilation. Thofe to be found in {ngulf are genuine;

but fo “imperfedl, and contain fo few claufes favourable >

the fubject, that we fee no great reafon for their contend-
ing for them fo vchemently. It is probable, that the Eng-

Lith meant the commeon law, asit prevailed during the reign,

of Edward ; which we may conje€ure to have been more
indulgent to liberty than the MNoiman inftitutions. The
moft material articles of it were aficywards comprehended
in Magua Charta.

NOTE (L3 p- 284.

NGULY, p. 0. H. Hunt. p. 37c. 372. M. Well.
p: 225. Gul, Neub. p. 357.  Alured. Beverl, p. 124,
De Geft. Angl p- 333-, M. Pusis, p. 4. Sim. Dm&.
- P- JZU .

0



NOTES TO 'r!nc FIRST VOLUME. '

pr 206, Diompton, pagd62. g8o. 1161. Gervale Tilh, s
lib. i, cap. 16, T extus Roflenfis apud Scld. Spacileg. ad”
Fado. p. 179, Gul. Pidd. p. 206, Ordericus Vitalis,
p- 521, G6o. 853. Lpil, St. Thom. p. So1, Gul
Malmef. p. 52, §7. Knyghton, p. 2354. Tadmer, p. 110,
Thom. Rudborne in Ang. Sacra, vol i p. 248, Monach,
Rofl. in Ang. Swerayvol. il p. 276, Girald.  Camb. in
eadem, vol, it p..413. Hif, Elyenfis, p. §16. 1 he words
of this lal hiflorian, who is very ancient, are remarkable,
aud worth travferibing: Rew itaque fuctus Willielmus, quid
in principes Auglorum, qui tante cladi fuperefle poterant,
Jecerity diceviy ezt nibil profity omitto.  Quid enim prodeffit,
i nec wnmn [n fold vegns de ilhs dicerem prifling poteflate uti
permiflumy fod curcs aut in gravem pauperlolis erumnnmn
detrufos, ant exlaridatos, patria pisif sy aut offoffs coulis, vel
cateris ampmiatic menbra, opproft e bominum faftos, aut
corte mifervime aflicios, wita privatass Shnilt modo wishitate
carere exiflimo dicere quid in munet em papulimy non folum ab
eoy fed o fins aum fity cum id ditu fiiamus difficde, et ob
immanem crudelitutem fortafis incredibile,

NOTE [M p- 340

1_ LNRY, by the fendal cuftorns, was entitled to levy 2

t1x for the marrying of his eldefl danghter, and he
exadted three fhillings a hyde on all ngland.  H. Hunt,
p. 379 Some hifloriang (Brady, p. 270. and Tyrrel,
vol. fh. p. 182.) heedlefsly makes this fum amount to above
Aoo,ato pounds of our prefent money: But it ¢oukl not
cxeeed 135,090, Five hudes, lometimes fefs, miade a
Fnight's fLe, of which there were about 6o,000 in Eng-
land, confi quently near 300,000 hydes ; and at the rate of
threc thillings a hyde, the fum would amount 10 45,000
pounds, or 135,co0 of our prefent moncy. See Rudborne,
p- 257 In the Sason times, there were only computed
243,600 hydes in England.

NOTE [N}, p. 344

THE legates a Jatcre, as they were called, were a kind
of delegates, who poflefled the full poer of the pope

in all the provinces gommitted to their charge, and were
very bufy in extending as well ag eaeriifingit.  Theymno-
minated”






