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A GUIDE TO NALANDA

GENERAL INFORMATION.

The ruins of the ancient Buddhist establishments
of Nilanda le close to the village of Bargaon. about
55 miles south-east of Patna and seven miles north of
Rajgir, the ancient Rajagrihs. The mios are situsted
at a distance of about two miles from the Nalanda
station on the Bukhtiarpur-Bihar Light Railway. No
conveyance is usuelly available at the station.

The archmologieal monuments are dsily open to
visitors from 8 A.M. to 6-30 P.M. from April to Qctaber,
and from 10 AM. to 5 P.M. from November to March.
The Museum remains open from 10 AM. to 5 P.M,
throughout the year. Admission tickets to the monu-
ments and the Museum can be purchased at the site
at the rate of two annas per ticket. Children under
twelve accomapanied by their parents or guardians are
admitted 8t half rates. Bona-fide students accom-
panied by a responsible tepcher of an edpeational
institution are slse admitted at helf the rate provided
that the head of the institution concerned applies for
this concession to the Custodian, Nalanda Museum
.and Monuments (P. O, Nalsnds, District Patna)at
least ten days before the dute of the proposed visit.

Visitors are requested not to smoke or take dogs
inside the Museum. Taking photographs of the anti-
quities in the Museun or of the ¥ites under excavation
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i3 strietly probibited. A very large number of full-
aize photo negatives are stored in the office of the
Superintendent, Archweological Survey, Central Circle,
Patna ; prints from these negatives can be obtained on
application to that officer at the rute of Re, 1 per print.

No seeommevdation is generally uvailable at Nalanda.
Intending visitors will be well-advised to reach the
place hy the morning train and leave by the evening
one,

SITE OF EXCAVATIONS.!

The approach road to the site of excavations leads
through an old passage between the side-walls of Monas-
tery Site No, 1 on the left and Monastery Sites No. 4
and No. 5 on the right. On entering through the eastern
gate of this passage, the visitor will proceed westward
till he finds the open space hetween the row of temples
on the west and that of the monasteries on the east.
Since the Main Stiipa standing at the southern extre-
mity of the row of temples is at once the largest and
most imposing structure, we shall begin our description
with this monument.

Main Stlips Site No. 3.—This stapa is a huge
square structure standing in the middle of a court
surrounded by a number of small votive stipas, many
of which were twice or even. three times built one upon
the other on the same spot (Plate I). In the course
of excavations it was found that the stéips had origin-
slly been a very smsll structure, which was enlarged

!In she desoription of some of the wmonuments mentioned
Telow, T have received much help from Mr, M. H. Kuraishi’s Guides
i e Biddiis Ruins ll‘mmd at Nélanda, n pamphlet officially
poblished e 3081, o
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by later stiipas built upon and around the ruins of the
earlier ones, the present mound heing the result of
seven successive accumulations, The first three of these
stiipas were found buried deep in the interior of the
mound. They were all under 12 feet square; and
owing to the shattered condition of the later remains
above them, it was found necesssry to cover them wp
again, The four lafer- integwnents which can be
examined on the spot were much more extensive struc-
tures. The three different stair-cases that can be seen
to the north belong to the fifth, sixth and seven strata
respectively, the last two originally eovering up the
earlier one. The fifth of tha%e stiipas successively
huilt is the most interesting and the best preserved.
It had four corner towers, of which three have been
exposed, and was decorated with rows of niches con-
taining well-modelled stucco figures of Buddha and
the Bodhisattvas on these towers as well as on the
gides of the stair-case. The votive stipas sometimes
contain in their core bricks inscribed with szcred
Buddhist texts. The inseriptions belong to the sixth
century A.D., so that it is possible to aseribe the fifth
stipa to that period. The same period is indicated
by the stucco figures, which are fine specimens of Gupta
art, Considering the huge accumulations wpon which
the fifth st@pa was built, it seems that the foundation
of the original stipe must have been laid ahout two
centuries earlier.

. All the later additions followed the square plan
of the original stdpa and in each case & square frame~
work of encasmg walls was built on each side with
a view to giving suitable support to the additiondl
masonry to bé erected, the casing Lying flled up with
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earth and debris to form a solid core for the enlarged
stapn, As the slipae increased in size with each addi-
tion, the level of the court gradually rose, and many
small votive stapas are found in several places com-
pletely or partially buried under the different floors and
walls that have been exposed.

At the north-east corner of the Main Stfips is a
high platform on which are situsted votive stipas, and
in one corner there is a square chapel contfaining a
large stone image of Avalokitedvara facing north, now
proteected by a wooden shed.

To the south-east of the Main Stlipa is & small
shiine containing a stone image facing north, which is
believed to be that of Nagarjuna. It is inscribed with
the donor’s name Bhatiaminikya and with the usual
pions wish that the merit of execting this image might
accrue to the parents and the teacher of the donor and
to all living creatures.*

Monsstery Sites No. 1A and 1B.—To the east of
the Main Stiipa and on a higher level are the remains
of two monasteries, having their entrances to the
north and facing a brick-paved court, the level of
which slmost coincides with the concrete pavement
seenr in front of the stair-case of the fifth Jevel of the
Main Stops. The buildings are- provided on all the
four sides with small cells each having an entrance
facing the soncrete-paved verandah, the roof of which
‘was supported by pillars, This can be guessed from
the amu eulumu bases provﬂed at regular intervals

‘Mmﬂwm ‘i Bhajjamdyitbyoleyd  yadealra  pusyah
m-m ndia]-pitri-pramukia-semasia-valbandhu-varge-pura-
W'W? . .
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on the verandah parapet which encloses the brick-
paved court in the middle of the buildings. The shrine
chamber of both the monasteries is sitnated in the middie
of the south row of cells, facing the entrance gate. A
flight of concrete-paved steps at the north-east corner
of the building suggests the previous existence of an
upper storey for each of the monasteries. In Monas-
tery Site No, 1B there is an octagonal well at the north-
west corner of the brick-paved court, while traces of
a raised platform or pulpit built against the parapet
wall can be seen at the south end of this court.

" A pit sunk on one side of the court of each of the
monasteries revealed the existence of an earlier court
a few feet below the upper one, suggesting that these
two monasteries were built directly upon the ruins of

. earlier buildings on the same spot.

Monastery Site No. 1.—We now come to Monas-
tery Site No. 1, the most important of the monastery
.group, lying to the north-esst of 1A (Plate IFT). Here
there are as many as nine strats, each of which is
indicated by concrete pavementa and superimpose
walls and drains, -

The main entrance lies in the north wall through
& lazge portico, of which the roof rested on pillars,
the stone bases of the latter being still in situ. At
& later period this portico was converted iuto a porch
with an antechamber by the .addition of two walls,
which narrowed down the entrance to 6 feet. Flank-
ing this door there existed gtueco figures which, having
been badly damsged by fire in sncient days, fell to
pieces as soon as they were exposed. Effects of this.
fire sre still visible on the western walls. Stucco
‘Bgures also existed in the large nichst in the north and



6 A GUIDE TO NALANDA

gouth walls of the portico. One of these niches is now
filled up, while the other shows the lower part of an
image, which, it will be seen, also bears marks of damage
by fire,

The lower monastery, of which the cells are seen
near the entrance on the western and along the southern
and eastern sides, i3 believed to have been constructed
in the reign of King Devapila, the third king of the
Pila dvnasty (c. 815-854), by a2 king of Sumatra, as is
stated in a copper-plate inscription found in the north-
west corner of the entrance. The monastery consists,
as usual, of & number of monks’ cells with wide veran-
dahs in front, originally set round an open quadran-
gular court, but later on separated from it by a high
wall. The monastery was originally a building of
two storeys, or probably more, as is apparent from
the existence of stairs in the south-east corner. Many
of the cells have been excavated and have revealed
the existence of a still earlier monastery underneath,
the concrete pavement of its cells heing found some

" five feet below the concrete pavement of the Devapila
level, A rough masonry above the fine masonry of
the lower cell belongs to the later structures, of which

~ghe foundations were built on the remains of the ruined
earher walls below. These upper walls, it will be
seen, project beyond the lower ones in places, bub
the projection is not uniform. The explanation is that
at the time of the construction of the later monastery
the whole space forming the earlier verandah was filled
with the fallen debris of the upper storeys of the earlier
mopastery, and therefore it made no difference whether
the foundation of the new walls rested on the remains
of the old walls o% on the hard surface of the fallen
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debris. The conerete lintels and beams supporting
the projecting portions of the later structure above the
lower rows of cells have all been inserted by the Archeo-
logical Department in order to preserve and exhibit the
remsins exactly as they were found.

The main shrine of the lower monastery is situated
in the middle of the east side and originally contained
a colossal figure of seated Buddha, of which indicativns
of the crossed legs and drapery still exist. As has
been said above, the high wall standing all round
on the parapet between the courtyard and the veran-
dah is a lster addition, so that the devout worshipper
ocould originally see the image from the eourtyard and
the entrance of the menastery., Several broken figures
of stone still exist in the eastern verandsh at its north-
ern and southern ends, the one at the southern end
showing the legs and pedestal of Tmﬂokyavijaya
(¢ Conqueror of the Three Worlds '), wearing a long
gerland of Buddha figures in various attitudes and
trampling Siva and Parvati lying prostrate beneath
his feet. The pedestal is inscribed with the pious
wish that the merit of erecting the image might acerue
to the parents and to the teacher of the donor and to
all living creatures leading to the attainment of the
best knowledge.

" The platform with & number of stone’ cohmm bases
in front of the shrine on the other side of the later
high wall might have been used by the teachers to
address students seated in the enu:tyatd The solid
rectangular shrine in the middie of .the courtyard is
& later structure which is now supperted for the lower
geven féet or so by & modern brickwork, The slightly
tilted stairs show the height t3 wghich the level had
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risen when the chaitye was constructed. The small
square chapel to the south-west of the shrine is, on
the other hand, an earlier structure and the carving
with seroll work and dwarfed flying figures on the
stone, originally helonging to some other temple, may
be aseribed to the late Gupta period.

Between the floors of the lower and upper monas-
tery cells there is o difference of nearly 14 feet. The
central court: was cleared by the later builders to ob-
tain access to the old well in the north-west corner,
and a wide staircase was built against the later high
wall mentioned above to lead down to the well. At
the same time two adjacent rooms were constructed
against the northern high wall. These chambers have
corbelled entrances facing south and vaulted roofs,
‘the vaults being among the first examples of the true
arch in ancient India. The purpose of the rooms is
not apparent, as nothing was found inside them. The
front verandah, however, yielded several sculptured
fragments of some interest, which include s remark-
able plaque of fine-grained stone representing the eight
principal events in the life of Buddha. The image
may now he seen in the local museum.
~ Later, when the upper monastery also fell into
Tuing, the level of the conrtyard rose to within a couple
«of feet of the verandah and the cell floora of the latest
monastery to be erected on the site; and the whole
of the courtyard was concreted over, Three succes-
sive layers of this concrete have been uncovered and
preserved in the south-west corner of the court.

The cells of the upper level mounnstery are- built
with recesses to contain beds for the monks, a feature
‘which is absent inth# earlier monasteries. Indications
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of the drains constructed one upon the other in different
periods may be seen at the north-east corner of the
monastery.

At the western comer of the northern versndsh
of the monastery, on the sume level us the Devapila
structure, was found a damaged copper-plate inserip-
tion of Dharmapala (c. 770-815), the predecessor of
Devapils, and cloge to it another one of Samudeagupta
of the Gupta dynasty {c. 335-75). The broad flight
of stairs with concrete-paved steps, seen outside the
monastery at its western front. led to the highest level
of the monastery and therefore belungs to the latest
period.

Monastery Site No. 4.—Monastery Site No. 4 lies
to the north of Monastery Site Ne. 1, adjacent to it.
Its northern half was excavated right down to the
lowest level of occupation and an earlier monastery
was thus brought to light. That the upper monas-
tery did not form the first floor of the lower monsstery
is evident from the existence of the main shrine in the
centre of the eastern row of cells, situated exsctly
upon the earlier shrine ; from the existence of & dran
in the north-east corner of the upper court, carrying
the sewage through the verandah parapet and right
through the front and back walls of & cell in the upper
monastery ; a8 well ag from the well to he seen in the
courtyard of the upper level,

The ‘platform in front of the ahrme in the east.
(upper monastery) apparently supported & portico.
“The stones placed at regulsr intervals on the parapets
of the verandah served as the byses of pillars support-
ing the original verandsh roof. @
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That the lower monastery too had been double-
storeyed is eertuin from the fact that in the south-
west corner we find a stairease on which a flight of
stairs of the later peried was superimposed. An in-
teresting wrchitectural feature here is the remmant of
an old sky-light abuve the lower lunding of the eaclier
stairs,

Near the north end of the esstern verandah of
the lower monastery, ahuut 3 feet below the floor level
of the verandah of the Devapila period, was found a
coiu of Komiragupta (D, 413-55) of the Archer type,
which is one of the earliest finds recovered at Nalandi.
Traces of the destruction of the lower monsstery by
fire exist in the burnt wooden door-frames and mud
mortar of the face masonry of the walls.

Mopastery Aunexe Site No. §.—Through a cell
in the south-cast corner of the upper monastery in
Site No. 4 we descend by a large staircase built on the
south verandah to an esrlier monastery (Site No. 5),
of which a few cells on the northern and southern sides
and all the cells on the eastern side have been exposed
and conserved. A feature of this monastery is that
there are two rows of cells, one behind the other, the
cells in the front row communicating with ‘each
other through corbelled doorways. The cells of the
back row, it will be observed, have no entrance. Prob-
-ably snch entrances as had existed at first weres blocked
up later on, though it must be admitted that no such
#mces are Visible now.

From thiz area o clay monld of Gupta coins was
discovered (infra, p: 38).

Menuatery Site No, 8.—The. visitor may mow return
w the open spawe in fromt of the row of monas-
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teries and proceed northward till Monastery Site No. 6
is reachnd. This monastery, it will be ohaerved, von-
tains two brick-paved courts, the lower one belonging
to the carlier monastery which had existed on the site
hefore the npper one was built on its mins, A feature
of interest here is the two sets of double ovens in the
upper courtyard which the monks night have used
for cooking or for some practical demonstration to
students. The ovens had no drains, the two that
may now be seen having been provided for for their
proper preservation,

This monastery, like the ones already seen, contained
in the courtyard its own well, belonging to hoth the
periods of its ocenpation. A staircase to be seen in
the south-west corner shows that the building wae
at least double-storeyed. There are two shrines in the
lower courtyard and one in the upper.

- Monastery Site No. 7.—Separated from Monastery
Site No. 6 by a passage is Monastery Site No. 7.
Here three successive monasteries were built on’ the
same site, each upon the ruins of a previous one on a
gimilar plan. The site has bheen so excavated as fo
indicate very elearly the three periods of oecupation,
the court, verandah and the cells of the three succes.
sive periods being easily distinguisheble, The parapet
round the verandsh supported pillars on which rested
the roof and of which the squarc hases are visible in
sll the three different levels, The cells of the first
wnd second periods can be recognized by their deor-
ways blocked up with musonry, The upper courts
are concrete-paved, while the lower one s brick-paved
and contsins an oven and a shring with stairs facing
west.. In the portion that bas been fiyfly exposed down
o , © B
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to the depth of the first period, 4., the southern half
of the monastery, no well has been found, though it
is not nulikely that one might exist in the unexposed
northern hulf,

Stone Temple Site No. 2.—To the north-enst of
Monastery Site No. 7 is 2 ruined stone temple facing
east (Plate T[). Specially interesting here is the dado
of 211 sculptuted panels over the moulded plinth.
These panels are symmetrically arranged, 20 nppearing
on each side of the main entrance and 57 in each of
the three remaining walls. The pilasters intervening
between the panpels are decorated with pot-and-foliage
design and are surmounted by arches, some of them
being pointed. There is a large variety of scenes
depicted on them : human figures in various attitudes ;
household scenes ; kinnaras playing on musical instru-
ments ; Siva and Parvati separately or together ; Kar-
tikeya on his peacock ; the gods Agni, Kubera, Gaja-
Iakshmi ; the child Gautama (?) with his writing mate-
rial ; scenes of archery:; the Kachchhapa Jataka; a
human-headed bird with a foliated tail ; makara designs ;
& snake charmer; geometrical and scroll patterns,
ete. The visitor will at onee he reminded of the terra-
eotta plagues that are arranged in rows op the different
terraces of the huge temple at Paharpur in the Raj-
shahi district of Bengal A striking similarity is
noticeable in both the places not only in the aubjects
-depicted but also in their arrangement and style of
sxecution.. ’

It has been suggested: that the seulptures belong
" to the sixth or seventh century A.D.- As the present
temple seems to belong to & Intex date, it is likely that
the sculptures. o<ginaily belonged to an earlier tomple
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and were utilized to decorate the present temple when
it was built. -

The row of panels is surmounted hy two or, ab
gome places, three cornices, which are also decorated
ot intervals with chaitye motif, birds, human heads,
ete. As one gets up by the staivcase facing cost, one
finds oneself on & pradakshindpatha or cixcumambula-
tion path, upon which rises a shrine showing two
different stages of construction.

Monastery Site No. 8.—We now retrace our steps
and come back to the row of monasteries to enter
Monastery. Site No. 8. The arrangements of this
monastery with its verandahs, cells, courtyard, shrine,
etc,, are similar to those that we have already met
with, Two different levels of occupation may be
distinguished by the usual indications. The lintel of
the door-way of a cell in the south-east corner, which
was the only one found in this monastery preserved
to its original height, has been repaired ; as the original
wooden lintels were not found, three conerete lintels
were inserted to support the superstructure which is
decorated with a pretty dentil eornice just a fow inches
above the cornice. This treatment of s door-way is
unique at Nalendi. The shrine is spacious and im-
posing with a wide court in front. There are two
levaels visible on it.

Monastery Site No. 9.—Here the open space at
the north end of the western verandsh was blocked
up subsequently, to form a separate vell, which was
provided with a small corbelled door, sbout 6 feet high.
The corbelling seems to have replaced a fiat rough
filling, of which evidences were faund during the ex-
cavations, The earlier drain which@was covered up

B2
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with small stone slabs, originated from the north-
vast corner of the court and ran through the whole
breadth of the eastern verandah out into the open space
to the east of the building. The later drain, originat-
ing at the north-east corner and having its bed connected
with the level of the earlicr one, projects diagonully
into the court for o length of about 28 feet. Tt appears
that this projection was provided at a later date when,
due to some cause or other, a portion of the court-
yvard was blocked up, rendering the original drain
useless. There are six ovens in the courtyard, and
traces of another one near the middle of the northern
verandah of this monastery. At the south-west corner
there is a staircase with a sky-light, similar to that
in Monastery Bite No. 4. Charred layers of wood were
found on the steps of the staircase, showing that they
had originally been built of wooden sleepers which were
subsequently destroyed by fire.
Monastery Site No. 10.—An interesting feature of
. Monastery Site No, 10 is that the doors had true arches,
set entirely with mud-mortar instead of wooden lintels.
Traces of these arches may still be seen at the south-
-west and north-eaat corners of the building. Another
feature of interest in this building is that the outer
fagade of its eastern external wall was provided with
8 door opening at the northern and southern ends for
facility of eommunication from the beok of the build-
ing.. These doors were subsequently blogked up,
There is no well in the courtynxd.
© Menastery Bite No. Il —Xying ss it did near
cultivated fields, Monsstery Site No. 11 was exposed.
in = very badly damaged condition, the entire northern
- half of the build>eg having been levelled to the ground.
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A feature of Monastery Site No. 11 iy the presence of
e less than 25 fragmentary stone pillars, some of which
are still standing on their buses on the parapet walls
of the verandah at regular intervals of 4 or & feot,
To judge from the neaely complete specimens, their
height seems to have heen abont 7 feet. The cupitale
surmounting the pillars are, however, minsing. The
height of the roofs of the verandah and the cells may
be guessed from these pillars as well from the fow
beam-holes seen &t the south-west comer of the build-
ing. As usual, there is o staircase in the south-weat
corner with an upening in the wall to admit light.
The discovery of a few broken jars containing quanti-
ties of dried-up mortar and the cistern-like arrange-
ment of one of the eells situated towards the west end
of the south row is significant.

General Remarks about the Monasteries.—The visitor
has now seen all the monasteries exeavated so far
and will have marked that all of them are very
gimilar in lay-out and general appearance. As one
goes in by the entrance, one finds on one side & secret
chamber, aceess to which was provided by s very nar-
row and low opening in the wall of the cell in foont
of it. This inner room was probhably used for purposes
of storing the valuables of the monsstery received
a8 endowments from the public. There was a verandah,

. the roof of which rested on stone pillats. and one side
* of it was a courtyard open to the blue and on the other
a row of cells. The central cell just facing the entrance
beyond the courtyard contained a shrine, ou which
was placed an image which, because of its prominent
_ position, was the first thing to cateh the sye as one
entered the monastery. The conrtv®rd too usually
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contained a shrine of wide dimensions, The walls
were ail plastered thickly, traces of the plaster being
seen here and there in every building.

There are abundant sigms left in the ruing of burnt
wooden beams, doors, images, grains, etc.,, to prove
that there was a general outbresk of fire at Nalanda
at least once, from which all the buildings existing at
that time suffered more or less. The students and
monks must have fled away in panic, leaving all their
praperties behind. The site of the makdvikdra, how-
ever, was not abandoned and the people soon after
this returned to the old centre of learning.

Every monastery was thus deserted and re-occupied,
mention having been already made of nine different
strata in Monastery Site No. 1, which has therefore &
very complicated structure. In all the other monas-
teries there are two or three strata, indicating as many
periods of occupation. The subsequent builders did
not generally disturb the old plan: they built on the
remning of the older structure, using its old walls and
hard debzris as the foundation for the new walls,

Bxcept Monastery Sites No, 1A and 1B, which had
a different; orientation, all the monasteriés faced weat,
‘had drains discharging the sewage in the east, and
staircases in the south-west corner of the bnilding.
.Thay were separated from each other by a passage
rouning east to west.

The row of monasterics faced the tow of temples,
situated to the west, an open space being left between
the two rows, The space, however, was not left en-
tively vucant, a8 is shown by a few brick structures
here snd there.n To this row of temples we turn again.
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Chaitya Site No. 12.-—We have already described
Stipa Site No. 3, the most imposing of the Nalandi
monuments, and now proceed to the temple to ita
north, Chaitys Site No. 12, This strueture broadly
represents two different periods of construction, a
later temple having heen erected directly upon the
ruins of an earlier one. The external facade of the
earlier structure was decorated throughout with pre.
jecting niches and pilasters of various putterns, though
few of the niches now contain images, the profuse-
ness of which lends so much attraction to Stipa Site
No. 3. The outer plan of this ehnrityn is almost square,
the dimensions being 170 feet by 163 feet. The later
structure built upon the earlier one iz alo square
in plan, but its facades, unlike those of the lower struc-
ture, are plain. The chaityn has & rectangular pro-
jection at each of the four corners to accommodate
four small shrines and shows a broad flight of steps
in the middle of the eastern front. The outer walls of
the main shrine chamber and those of the small shrines
gitnated in the corners are decorated with niches,
many of which have stucco images very similar to those
seen in the fifth level of the Main Stipa. The main
‘shrine chamber of the upper level faces east. The
fore:court at the south-east corner of the chaiiya is
studded with votive stipas of different sizes, sach sa
are noticed round the Main Stipa. The chaityn, again,
seems to have been protected in the southern, western
snd northern directions hy a long eontinuous compound
woll. Tn the seventies of the last century Mr, Broadley
partially excavated this site.

To the north and sonth of sthis chaitya are two
brick shrines, each rontaining traces §f a clossal stusce
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wtatwe of Buddha in bhamispar!a-mudrd or earth-
touching pose, d.e., the right hand touching the ground,
the pahin turned inwarcs,

Chaitya Site No, 18.—To the north of Chaitya
$ite No. 12 stands in the same row another structure,
Chaitys Site No. 13, now almost in ruins, Portions of
the external walls of this structure indicate two different
periods of construction. The earlier external walls,
though much dilapidated, still retain. evidences to
show that they were provided with beautiful niches,
pilasters, ete., similar to those found in Chaitya Site
No. 12. The later walls are, however, plaii wherever
they exist. Further clearing of the sife is now in pro-
gress (1937-38).

To the east of the chaitya there is a large fore-court
originally conerete-paved, on which a few fragmentary
votive stipas are still standing. In the middle of the
court there is o portico approached by a flight of steps.
The shrine is stjll existing above and bears traces of a
colossal plaster imsge of Buddha. The walls of the
shrine-chamber are built in two sections, the outer one
still retaining portions of the original moulding works,
The concrete floor of the pradakshindpatha surround-
‘ing the shrine-chamber is now practicslly ruined.

The most interesting feature of this site is & brick-
made ‘smelting furnace situated to the north of the
main structure. The furnace ia made of four chambers
in oue Aquare divided by short walls, each of the cham-
bers being provided with two flues for the fire to burn
and air to pass, The discovery of burnt metal pieces,
slags of metal and other similar objects from the furnace '
tends to show that~it was used for casting metal
inages. :
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Chaitya Site No. 14.—To the north of Site Ne, 19
is another temple, Chaitya Site No. 14, of the sarae
dimensions and presenting almost identical Features,
The outer walls show two periods of construetion,
plain walls having been erectod at many places upon
the earlier ones with heautiful mouldings. The dour-
way of the shrine chamber was also narrowed down
by the addition of blocks of brick masonry. Inside
the chamber is seen the interlocked legs and the head,
the latter being 3 feet high, of a colossal stuceo image
of Buddha.

A most interesting feature of the temple is the
existence of painting in the niches of the pedestal of
the image, which must be hailed as one of the few
specimens of mural painting in porthern India. The
specimens are, however, much too fragmentary and
what now remains shows the figures of a deer and a
lion.

THE ENVIROXS OF THE RITE.

Images of Buddha.—To the east of Chaitya Site
No. 14 is on inseribed statue of Buddha seated in
bhumisparéa-mumled and sttended by the figures of
Vasumitra, Maitreyanitha, Sariputra and Maudgali-
yana, specified by inscriptions below each of them.
The pedestal is inscribed with the Buddhist creed}
the name of the donor who was u female lay worshipper

1 The following verse is referied to a4 the Hud-ihist cred: ge
dharmi Aetu-prabharit hetus beshsh Talhngula Bysacrdal  tohdim
eha yo mirodha svarhvddE Mokt dramarak, * Budiha has reveajed

- the cauge of those phenomens which prowesd From a caime s well
an (the weans of) their prevention. So sayslhe Great Mook .
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and the wish to transfer the merit of erecting the image
to others.

In an enclosure close to this is preserved a colossal
image of Buddha (locally known as Kala Bhairava)
seated in dharmachakra-mudra.

Image of Marichi.—Another stone image of Marichi,
the Buddhist goddess of dawn, is seen at a distance
of about a hundred yards to the cast of Chaitya
Site No. 14. As is usual, one of three faces of the
goddess is that of a pig and there are seven pigs re-
presented on the pedestal. The villagers worship the
image as a Hindu deity. _

Images at Bargaon.—In the village of Bargaon,
to the north of the site of excavations, is a modern
temple of Siirya enshrining a very interesting collec-
-tion of Brihmagical and Buddhist images, A beautifuol
image of Parvati, about 5 feet high, attracts attention
by its beautiful features, In the rooms are found the
imager of Sarya, Vishpu, Siya.—Pirva.ti, Avalokite-
gvara, etc. Nearby is & big tank, sacred to Strya, on
the eastern and nerthern banks of which are again
found sowme Buddhist and Brahmeanical gods, including
Mukhalingas.

Mounds at Begampnr.—Between the villages of
Bargaon and Begampur, further to the north, are
found extensive mounds representing ancient buildings,
They probably mark the northern extremity of the
sncient establishments at Nilandd, and give us an

_idea of how extensive Nalanda was in the days of its
glory. Burrounding this vast ares on all sides there
was u row of tanks, some of which still contain water.

Image st Jagadishpur.—At Jagadishpur, a village
shout two miles to *he south-west of the excavations, is
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a colossal 1mage of Buddha with a high back slab,
This attractive image shows Buddba seated under the
Bodhi tree; the attempts of Mara and his followers:

the demons and alluring damsels to distract Bmldha
from his austerities and their final retreat after defeat
and humiliation; and other scenex of Buddha's life,

including his parinirvine or death on the top of the
back slab.

THE MUSEUM,

Images.—The Museum houses such portable anti-
quities as were discavered in the course of the excava-
tion of the sites deseribed sbove. By far the richest
collection is that of stone and bLronze images of gods
and goddesses of the Buddbist and, in a few cases, of
the Bréhmagical pantheon. Very generally speaking,
the images are found in abundance in the monasteries
where they were worshipped and in all probability
manufactured, while in the stipe sites miniature votive
sigpas, brick-slabs inscribed with sacred texts or tablets
containing the Buddhist creed (ye dharmd ete.) are
found. The images of Nilandd mostly date from the
Pila period, though there are some notable spec:mem!
of the Gupta period (eg., the stucco images in the
walls of Stiipa Site No. 8). As Nilandd waa the centre
of the Tantra cult, it is natural that side by side with
ordinary Buddhs and the Bodhisativas, Tantric gods
and goddesaes were evolved and wouh:pped and this
is fully confirmed by the recovered specimens. The
Pila achool of art is seen at its best at Nilanda, and
its influence radisted to the East and the BEastern
Archipelago. Nepal and Tibet also closely followed
. the Buddbist pantheon that way sanctioned by the
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Nalandd monks, thousgh the northern Buddhists created
wany more gods or modificd the existing ones according
to luenl tradlition and fantasy,

/' The presence of not a negligible number of Brih-
manicnl irmges in the centre of Buddhist theology
and ritual is intriguing. Probably their introduction
and existence were tolerated, but it must be remem-
bered that this was the age when the Buddhists were
congeiving and erecting such deities as Trailokyavijaya
trompling on Sive and Parvati, Aparijitd trampling on
@Ganeda, and Vidyujjvalikarali whose vdhana or vehicle
consists of such mighty Brahmanical geds as Indra,
Brahma, Vishnu and Siva and who carries the severed
head of Brahmi in one of her hands. It is no doubt
true that there were mutual exchange and borrewing
of deities, but it is not possible to think that the Brah-
manical deities whose imsges we find at Nalanda, viz.,
Vishou, Balardma, Siva-Parvati, Ganeda, ete., were
ever absorbed in the Buddhist pantheon.

Pila Art at Nilandd.—Under the influence of
Tantricism the Péla artist coneeived and produced a
much greater variety of images than his Gupta prede-
cessor. With the extension of the pantheon there was
slso an incresse in the number of poses of the hands
(maudrd) and posture of the feet (Fsana). And simul-
taneously there was also an increased attention paid to
the technical details,

.- The specimens of Niland& were the works of many
sctists with s varying degree of skill and training.
Mot all of them succeeded in reproducing the calm and
conpamplative expression that characterizes the Gupta
tmages found at Simith snd even the stucco figures
~of the Bodluasttvas iy the nickes of the Muin Stapa at
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Nilanda, True, the artist tried to reflect the inner
meditation on the face of the god hy such devices as
half-open cyes, to show that the deity was wrapped up
in meditation (dhyne or yoga), but this sometimes
degraded into a matter of formality instead of produc.
ing the effect that it was designed to.

Considering the vastness of the Nilandd ruins,
large stone statues, so common at Sirnith and else-
where, are remarkably small in number at Nalandi,
Nor are there evidences of the gigantic conceptions
manifested in the plastie art of southern and western
Indie. The Nélanda artist seems to have taken delight
in modelling small pieces which afforded ample scope
for minute details and careful execution. This may
be due to the fact that the major portion of the creative
urge of the artist was directed to the production of
bronze images, which, of necessity, could not be con-
ceived and executed on & grand scale? Metal cast~
ing as a science must have been highly developed at
Nalandd and it is probable that it even formed part of
the curriculum,

Some of the Nalandid bronzes are carved in the
round, but generally they are placed agsinet a square
back-slab rising up to the shoulders of the deity. Thete
is ‘often a circular or oval halo which is sometimes
detachable. In some specimens the halo has com-
pletely lost ite significance and has been reduced into
a decorated piece shaped like an elongated hnrse-ﬁhue,
resting on the pedesta]l of the imege itself and rising
an inch or so ubove the image. The pedestal may

% There are esceptions, for Hiuen Puang saw ap 5 feet tugh
copper image of stamling Buddla at Nilasfld.
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consist of one or two lobuses, which again may rest
on & throne, Sometimes the lotus seat rests on two
lions, suggesting & sirh@sana or °lion throne’. Both
the mule and female deities (with the exception of
Budiha) wear claborate ornaments of the usual type.
Buddha,—It is well-known that in early Buddhist
art represented at Sanchi, Bharhut and Bodh-Gaya
Buddha was never portrayed in human form, his
presence being indicated by a symbol or empty throne.
Tmages of Buddha began to be erected in the first
century A.D. in north-western India and Mathurd,
probably under foreign influence. Once the practice
waa started, it spread all over India in a short time,
snd in sall centres of Buddhist art Buddha formed the
most favourite subject of the artist. The Nilanda
specimens depict the Master in all his characteristic
attitudes: he may be standing, sitting i meditation
under the Bodhi tree or sitting in the European fashion
with both legs pendant (bhadrdsana). The hands show
the favourite poses, the earth-touching, meditation,
gft, protection, preaching, argumenting. He is usually
placed on & lotus throne, which may be supported by
s Bon (No. 9-171)2 Usually the hair is shown in
- schematic ourls with a topJmot (ushyisha), regarded
sa one of the thirty-two marks of a great man; but
in Ko, 1-488 Buddha is wearing a crown on his head.
T one specimen (No, 1-152) Buddha wears roatted
buir, o oharuoteristic -of Siva, the looks hanging on
" shoulders.. He is sometimes accompanied by attend-
autw {e.g., Nos. 3-4566, 1-900), but is generally single,
There are sho soulptures depicting the scenes of his

”; t{.& fiest ig:w denchfs the fu where the image wea found,
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life, Thus, his birth is represented in No. 11-110,
where Yaéodhars, his mother, is standing under a tree
and a male deity to the right is receiving the newly-
born baby. No. 1A-97 is u delicate carving in stona
with the ea;ph%uching Buddhs in the centre, the
scene: of the temptation of Mara on the pedestal and
seven other scenes around (Plate IV b). The taming
of the rogue elephant is the subject-matter of No. 1-457,
while No. 3-272 depicts the death of the Master lying
on a couch, two lamenting figures below and a stipa
and musical instruments played by noseen hands ahove.

Special mention may be made of No, 1-332, Buddha
standing on a cireular lotus-pedestal, one of the finest
of the Nalanda bronzes. The smiling but calm expres-
sion of the face anil the arrangement of the drapery
may he marked (Plate IV 4.

Bodhisattvas.—Of the divine Bodhisattvas,
Padmapani is represented in many images with or
without the Dhyini-Buddha Amiribba on the erest.
In No. 1-424 he is seated in lalitGsans the right hand
showing varads pose and the left holding a Jotus-stalk.
No. 1-631 may be regarded as another variety of the
same god, seated in muhdrdjalilisuna with the right
hand in vilarke-mudrd and the left holding a lotus.
There are two fine gilt specimens of Padmapini {Noa.
8-6 and 8-7); the former has its right hand raised in
abhaya-mudrd ; while the latter has the Dhydni-
Buddha with varads on the crest? There are three
large stone images (Nos. 3-34, 3-63 and 8-15) of the
same god with the nsusl features. The first is seated

3 This i3 uncanonival, as rarads is the pow of Rutmsambhavu;

while Padmapini onght to esrey Amitibha (with dhpint.mudrd)
on his crest. ® :
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in lalitasana with o dwarfish male figure by the side
of the god holding a sword in the right hand and a
noose in the left. No. 8-15 may particularly be noted
for its fine execution.

A Jarge four-armed Avalokiteévara in stone is seen

/in No. 12-8, the right hand holding a rosary and varada-
mudrd and the left ones a lotus-stalk and nectar-pot.
There is a Sakti (female companion) on each side of the
deity representing Bhriku{i and Tard and a crouching
anima} praying for mercy (Stchimukha) on the right
half of the pedestal, which also contains a kneeling
dévotee (Plate VI). In No. 1A-83 we find a bronze
six-armed Avalokite§vara, with varada, abhaya, and a
rogary in the right hands and a lotus, pot and book
(2 staff) in the left and with the Dhyini-Buddha Ami-
tabha on the crest.

No. 1A-10 is & stone image of Vajrapini in pra-
tydlidha posture, holding a combined ghani@ (bell) and
vajra (thunder-bolt} in the left and vajra in the up-
raised right hands ; serpents form the garland, pedestal
and head-dress of the deity. An important specimen
s No. 9-46, where the god is seated cross-legged with

_three heads and six arms, of which two hold the vajra
against the breast and the others & rosary, arrow, bow
and an invisible object. A female figure, represent-
ing the respective Sakts, is seated by the.zide of the
god. The back is inseribed with the word Vairochana.

. No. 8-157 will easily attract the attention of the visitor

. by ite perfectly preserved gilt surface. It depiots o
four-hesded god (¥ anmattva) seated crods-legged.
on & lion throne, holding the vafra against the breast

. by both the hands, «The high stﬂfm-ahaped grown is

- woteworthy (Plate V), .
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Of the many images of Mafijudri mention may be
made of Nos. 9-112 and 1-620. The former represents
a particular variety of the god known as Arapachana,
-seated cross-legged with a book held against the hreast
in the left hand and a brandishing sword in the right.
‘There is & red stone in each of the four cormers of the
pedestal,  In the latter the god is seated in lalitisn o
with a lotus-stall in the left hand and a swond in the
right. In both the images a scarf is wonnd eound the
waist and tied on the knee. In No, 14-11 we find
Mafijuvara, another variant of Mafijusrl seated ernus-
legged with the liands placed in dharmachaker-moudei,
-and a book-on-lotas to the left. No. 11-45 shows the
same god seated on a lon, the left hand holding u Iotus-
stalk and the right resting on the bent right kuee,
No. 4-103 i= a verv doubtful representation of the god,
‘who is depicted here as a corpulent figure, with a lemon
‘in the right band and book in the left'. An inscription
oan the hack shows that the image was ereeted in the
reign of the Pila emperor Devapila,

Of the nncommon types of the Bodhisatrvas, men-
tion may be made of the following. No. 1-629 shows a
deity seated crossdegged holding » chain by the hands,
A god seated in lelitdsana, the right hand in varada-
adrd and the left holding a banner, is found in No.
1-973.

Jambhela.—Jambhala, the Buddhist gad of wealth,
is represented in many images. No. 1-470 shows the
wwod seated in mahdrdjalilisana, holding a fruit and
ipurse respectivelr in the hands. An  inseription

t Kempers identifice  this fmege w:ih Kumiea, The Hroszes of
Nélandd and Hindu-Jaranese Art, p. 31, °

C
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shows that it was the gift of the sage (yaii) Keka.
In No. 1-205 we find o four-handed variety of the god
geated in lelitdsana, the right hands holding a pot
and sword and the left ones a flower and mongoose..
The right foot rests on overturned vases. The baclk
of the image is inscribed with the letters ja and huwsh.
No. 1-641 represents a scene suggesting a conference!
of Jambhala seated in the middle of a circular lotus-
throne with eight similar figures seated round him.

Other Gofis,—Of the images of other male gods,
"mention mey be made of No. 1-224, a stone image of
Trailekyavijaya, a Buddhist god trampling on the
Brahmsanical gods Siva and Parvati lying prostrate.
The hands form what is known as vajrahumkéra-
mudrd, and the face expresses rage. An inscription
on the back reads :

Gkata-lakshanam saryva Ghasem ch=apy—=alaksha-
nam [ ¥} Gkata-samata yogat=sarvv-dgra-samald
. sphuw@h¥ |¥] Udayabhadrasya.
Another Tantric god Yamantaka is depicted in’
.No. 14-118. The god is six-headed and six-armed and
holds & vajra, sword and pestle in the right hands and
8 noose, human head and cup of blood in the Jeft. A
gatland of human skulls adorns the god and the Dhyani-
Buddha Akshobhya appears on the crest.
. Thrd.—The most favourite female deity of the
Buddhists wes TArk, ‘the Saviour’, the consort of

1 £, Vajratdel in the Dacea Museam, in which vach petal shows
» compenion gosidess, snoillary to the principsl deity in the centre
of the Jotus, N. K. Bhateassli, Zconopraphy of Budihist and Bfﬂk-
mapiel Images in the Dacca Musum, p. 4.

¥The St line of the verse oooury in Kﬂyinbg&rbha’naﬂﬁam
dnmh.mmm,w.u.p.m. .
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Avalokitedvara, and it is in the fitness of things that
ghe is represented by a large number of images, the
number being second only to that of Buddhs. Whether
seated or standing, she wsually holds a lotus-stalk in
her left hand and exhibits varada-mudrd in the right.
In No. 1-1081, the goddess is seated on n high lotus
throne with the right hand in vitarke-muded and the
left in varada, The hair is tied with a band and hangs
down on the back, Another image, No. 1A-304, shows
the goddess seated on a lion throne in lafitisena. The
inseription on the back reads: Om Tare Tuitdre Ture
svakd, Om Padmarvati. O Kurukulle svihd. Ye
dharmé (incomplete}. No. 1-743 is a heantiful minja-
ture representation by the goddess, inscribed with the
name of the female lay-worshipper Kajjalaka.
Prajidpdramitd.—Prajidpiramits, the goddess of
learning and the deified sacred text of the Buddhists,
is represented in No. 1A-82A. The goddess is seated
cross-legged on a lotus throne with her hands forming
dharmachakre-mudrd and with a book-on-lotus on each
gide. Two other bronzes (Nos. 1-370 and 4-115} may
be regarded as abnormal varieties of the deity.t Both
of these are seated cross-legged, the two original hands
forming dharmachakra-mudra. The first image has ten
more bands, holding a pot, noose, conch, book-on-
lotus, banner, fruit, rosary, sword, ebhayg-mudrd and
an indistinct object. The second ome hes eighteen
hands in all and exhibits, besides dRermachakra-
mudrd, a bell, noose, flag, dise, rench, pot, book-on-
lotus, and an indistinet object in the left ones snd a
fruit, conch, sword, vajra, rossry, varada-mudrd snd
3 This has been suggested by Kerapersprloe. cit., pe 83
: - . a%
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two indistinct objects in the right ones. The throne
on which the goddess is seated rests on fwo human
figures each with o serpent-hood canopy? and a decorat-
ed pillar. The fish, tortoise and makara, sppearing
on the pedestal of the image may suggest the emerging
of the deity out of the sea (Plate VII).
Marichl,—Marichi is represented in her common
Marichipichuvad form in Nos. 1A-656 and 14-122. As
is usual, one of the three faces is that of a boar in hoth
the images. The former has eight arms, holding a
needle and piece of string in the first pair of her hands,
& goad and noose in the second, a bow and arrow in the
third and a vajre and afoko flower in the last. The
chariot is drawn by pigs. The latter one, however,
is six-armed and the chariot is drawn by horses. ‘
Consort of Jambhala.Hiriti, probably a ferti-
lity goddess in her origin, was absorbed in the Buddhist
pantheon in the beginning of the Christian era and
given to Jambhala as his consort. I Tsing, a Chinese
traveller of the seventh century, says that ‘ the image
of Haritl is found either in the porch or in a corner
of the dining hall of all Indian monasteries depicting
her as holding & babe in her arms and round her knees
three or five children. Every day an abundant offering
of food is made before the image’.2 Of the many images
of the deity found at Nilandaz mention may be made
of the following. No. 1-372 represents the goddess
seated in lalildsana with a child on the left knee and
the right hand holding a fruit (a symbel of Jambhala),
An inseription on the back of the image says that the

" #'This miy have reference to the bellet that the Prajfigpdranita
text waa resoued {rom the.land of the Nagss by Nagirjune.
S Taknkusn, & Recerd of the Buddhist Raligion, p. 37.



MUSEUM 31

image was erected in the reign of Emperor Devapila,
No. 1-459 is also the image of the same deity, with the
right hand in varada-mudr@ and the left holding a stalk
supporting a vase with folinge issuing ont of it, Five
overturned vases on the pedestal, » characteristic of
Jambhala, leave no doubt shout the identity of the
image,

To the same group may be affiliated the goddess
Vasudhérd with four hands (No. 1-1052), the left hands
holding a lotus-stalk and a pot with eats of corn, while
the lower right hand is held in varads-mudrd. The
name of the donor Bodhipalita is inseribed on the back.

Sarasvaii,—Sarasvati, who claimed the allegiance
of both the Buddhist and Brahmasical faiths, is beauti-
fully represented in No. 1A-95 as seated in lalitdsana,
the hands holding 2 lute placed on the right knee, with
a seated attendant on each side playing on musical
instruments.

Apardijith.—Of the other female deities, Apardjita
trampling on Ganeda and attended by Indra holding
parasol (No. 1A-64) is an interesting creation of latter-
day Buddhism.

Other Goddesses.—There are some images of
female deities which are difficnit to identify, No.
1A-21 i3 & four-handed goddess, seated cross-legged,
the right hands showing a rosary and varada-mudrd
and the left ones a hook-on-lotus and an indistinet
object.t There is s four-armed female figure with a

tThe identifioation with Chundd hea been suggested by Keme
pers, loc. eit,, p. 43, though the details do not sgree.  (nz the other
hand, the image closely follows the cﬂamtrmim of Dhansdan
Tdrh prescribed in the osnons,
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peacock (?) at the left end of the pedestal (No. 1A-300) ;
as the symbols are mutilated, it is difficult to propose
any identification. Another baffling stone image is
No, 9-201, which is that of a female deity seated in
lalitiisana on & lotus throne, The right hands hold a
gword and fruit and left ones axe and noose. A five-
kooded serpent camopy protects the head of the
deity.

Br3hmanical Deities—We now come to the
important Brihmanical images. No. 1-887 is a red-
painted bronze Vishpu with the nsual four emblems,
conch, dise, mace and lotus, and a long garland known
as the vanamdld ; & kneeling female devotee sits on the
right end of the pedestal. In No. 1-442 we find Bala-
rama, with four hands carrying a conch, dise, club and
plough, with a vanamald and & seven-hooded serpent
canopy over the head. An imscription on the back
says that the image was erected in the reign of Deva-
pala.

No. 4-63 is & stone representation of Siva-Parvati,
with their respective vdhanas and symbols, seated in
the amorous attitude. No. 1-722 is & four-handed
Durgéa with a lion vehicle and a phallus on the top.
Mshisha-mardin? or Durgé killing the demon is rather
poorly xepresented in No. 1-594. An interesting variety
of Gaurl or Durgd is found in No. 1A-100, which depicts
the goddess as holding & rosary in the upper right hand,
4 bough of a tree ending in a disc in the upper left and
a vase in the Jower left, the lower right being broken.

2The pescock tdlans may supgest Koumact, the copeort of
the Brilosapieal god Ebrikeys, Lut the Buddhizb oreed on the
tack of the image pclodes that possibility.
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An alligator appears on the pedestal, which is supported
by a lion and a buffalo.*

Of the other Brahmanical deities mention may b
made of Sirya (No. 1-336), Revanta (No, 14-123) and
Ganeda (No. 8-125}, A small hronze (No. 1A-154)

represents either Gangd on makara or Indedpi on
elephant.

Copper-plates.—Monastery Site No. 1 yielded
three copper-plate inscriptions belonging to Samudra-
gupta (c. 335-375), Dharmapala (. 770-815) and Deva-
pala (c. 815-854) respectively. The first of these was
issued from Anandapura on the second day of Migha in
the bth regnal vear. At the end Prince Chandragupta
is mentioned, The genuineness of the record is, aceord-
ing to some scholars, not above suspicion.? The copper-
plate of Dharmapila records the grant of a village in
the district (vishaya) of Gayd in the Nagara (Patna)
division (bhukii).® The copper-plate of Devapila iz
much more important and is summarized in the Appen-
dix. The original copper-plates are now in the Indian
Museum.

Stone Inscriptions.—The following two stone in-
scriptions, both of which are very important, sre
now in the Nilanda Museum:

1The image hes beon plausibly regarded as representing Ganri
or Durgs. See J. N. Banerji, Journal of the Greater Iniio. Sociely
Vol. 1V, pp. 137 f. Other images of thix type have been found
at Nilands. One of these (No, 11-70) f» & ministure broass in
which the goddess holds o phallus in the upper right band, varada
in the lower right, o sta iu the apper left and & frait in the lowey

.}eft. The animals ave identicsl,
* Annual Report, Archrological Sumy of India, 1827:35, p. 138
3 Ibid., pp 188-@.
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(1) Inscription of the time of Yasovarmadeva,*
recording various gifts, including & permanent grant to-
the temple erected at Nalandd by King Baladitya, by
Malada the son of a minister of King Yadovarmadeva,.
evidently the renowned king of Kanauj of the first
quarter of the eighth century. The inscription gives a
glorious description of Nélanda, extracts of which may
be quoted here :

‘Nalanda, with her learned men, famous on
account of their (knowledge of) good scriptures
and arts, mocks, as it were, at all the cities of great
enperoxs.

‘The row of whose monasteries with their
pinnacles kissing the clouds is, as it were, designed:
by the Creator to be a beautiful garland of the
earth shining high (in the space), and being the
delightful home of the community (of monks)
who are the sbode of good learning, with the
palaces and temples brilliant with the net~work of
rays (issuing out) of various jewels, assumes the

+ splendour of Sumeru, the beautiful home of hordes
of noble Fidyadharas. —

" *Here, King Baladitya erected this spacious,
unique and white palace of the Lord (Buddha)
the son of Suddhodana, as if out of a desire to
“ingult Mount Kaildsa.

. ‘The palace. it seems, went round the whole
;urth disgracing the splendour of the moon, put-
hng B st.op to the ben,ut§ of the chain of peaks of

*wm.zm Yol XX, pp- 81 f, with aometiona in
Fudias, Hiserionl Quarigrly, VoLYII,p.Mﬂand Val. VIII, p‘ 373
Modern Raview, Seaptembes 1081, . :
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Himalaya, then defiling the white river of the sky
and silencing the sea of critics ; having realized
that it was futile to wander about in & world where
there was nothing to vanquish. it (now) stands
aloft, as if as a pillar of the great fume it has won.'

(2) Inscription of Vipuladrimitra,® This neat ins-
cription records the activities of the ascetic Vipuladri-
mitra, who, among other things. built a temple of Tari.
adorned with a court and tank. at Somapura where
he resided for & long time and renovated a local monas-
tery®, At Nialandi he erected a monastery, ‘an
orpament of the world, surpassing in & wonderful
manner the palace of Indra,’ and made it over to the
line of ascetics to which be belonged. The inseription
was recovered from the uppermost stratum of Monas-
tery Site No. 7, which, as we have already seen, showa
three periods of occupation. On the basis of this ins-
cription we may ascribe the construction of the upper-
most monastery to the first half of the twelfth century,
to which the inscription may be referred on paleo-
graphical considerations.

Besides these, inscriptions giving the Buddhist
creed or names of donors often oceur on the stone and
bronze images. The more important of them have heenr
mentioned along with the images bearing them. Ins-
oriptions found by previous explorers are not preserved

L Epigraphia I'ndice, Vol. XX, pp. 87 1.
1 Somapura has been identified with Psharpur In the Rajahahi’
distriet of Bengal, where & huge temple with a monastery and s
~ temple of Ta:& have been undarthed. ¥ appoars that the lask was
built by Vipulasrimites, who might bave aleo beer. reaponsible for
some subsequent additions to the monasery atlached 10 the leraple.
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in the Nalandéa Museum and are mentioned in the
, Appendix.

Brick Inscriptions.—Many brick inscriptions, most-
Iy fragmentary, have been discovered from the core of
the small votive sidipus attached to the Main Stiipa.
‘The inscriptions give either the Buddhist creed, ye
dharmé etc., or the more eclaborate Niddna-siitra ox
Pratityasamutpada-sitra, with or without the nirodha
portion. This sitre is found in many Buddhist texts,
hoth Sanskrit and Pali. It details Buddha's theory of
the Chain of Causation, viz., ignorance produces con-
stituents, constifuents produce consciousness, conscious-
ness produces individuslity, individuality produces the
gix organs of sense, the organs producs contact, contact
produces sensation, sensation produces thirst, thirst
produces attachment, attachment produces existence,
existence produces birth, birth produces old age, death,
sorrow, etc. With the suppression of ignorance, all the
following causes are suppressed, and there is thus
no old age, death, sorrow,.ete.

No. 3-278A is dated in the Gupta year 197, i.e.,

A. D. 516-72. As we have seen above, this helps us to
" ageribe the fifth stratum of the Main Stiipa to 0. A. D,
500. Another brick gives the abave siira with its

1 The object of depositing theae texts inside stiipar was no doubt
o aeynire merit, T Taing records the prastice of depositing relics
of Buddha snd the gathi on the Chsin of Causation, i.e., ye dharnd
#to., inside chaityas (Takakusn, loc, cit, po 1850). Tt i interosting
to yecsll the tradition thay Kenishks engraved eame Buddhist
scriptures composed by the Fourth Buddhist Council on some’
sheuts of dopper, deposited them in & stone receptacle atd ‘built &
nmmﬂ. Bnl!. Bllﬂhlt Mofﬂa Wentern Wm-id “Vol. 1,

P pierophin Zudies Vob EXIV; p: 20,
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vibhanga or division, the latter portion having been
so0 long known to us only in its Chinese translation.?

Sealings and Plaques.—The vast number of scalings
discovered at Nalandd fall under two categories:
(1) ecclesiastical and (2) eivil. Under the former hoad
come those seals which bear the Buddhistic creed,
sometimes with the figure of Buddha; some agmn
bear only the mmge of Buddha without any inscrip-
tion, Many specimens of the ‘Official’ seal of the
Nalendé Monastery exist, with the inscription, Sri-
Nalanda-mahavihariy-Grya-dhikshu-sanghasya, * Of the
Community of Venerable Monks of the Great Monastery
at Nalanda’ (Plate X). Above the inseription occurs
the dharmachakre with a deer on each side, suggesting
the acene of the Deer-Forest of S8arnith where Buddha
first preached the Law, the motif that was also adepted
by the Pala emperors. Sealings of the individual estab-
lishments of Nalanda are also found. DMention must
also be made of the discovery in one of the votive
stipas near Chajtya Site No. 12 of no less than 1000
unburnt clay easkets, each encasing two small plagues
with their inseribed faces together.2 It is difficult to
suggest to what use these lumps of clay were put.
They might have been deposited there for earning
religious merit or distributed to the pilgrims as @
memento of their visit to the sscred place.

Of the secular sealings, historically the most import~
ant sre those which belong to royslties, such as
Narasimhagupts and Kuméragupta (I} of the Gupta
dynasty, Sarvavarman and. Avsntivarman of the

- 3 Byigraphia Indita, Vol XXT, pp. 104
2 Cf, the discovery of Tark plagues at Paharpur.
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Maukhari dynasty, Supratishthitavarman and Bhis-
karavarman of Assam (Plate IX), Harshavardhana of
Kanauj, and Paéupatisimba, Devasimha and Igina-
sithha of unknown lineage.

The personal sealings give & vast number of names.
There are also seals of particular offices, such as the
office of the Kumiramatys in the Magadba Division
(bhukts), Office of the Gayd District (vishaya), Office
of the Rajagriha District, Office of the Kuméramatya
of the Nagara (Patna) Division, etec.

Coing.—The coins found at Nilanda include those
-of Kumiragupta T and Nerasimhagupta of the Gupta
linesge, Saéanka of Bengal (c. 600-620), Adivardha or
Bhoja I of the Pratthira dynasty (c. 835-85), and of
Govindachandra of the Gahadavila dynasty (c. 1114-
b3). Al of these are now deposited in the Indian
Museum. - A clay mould of a Gupta coin inscribed with
Jaya is & very interesting antiquity and may be seen
in the Nélanda Museum.,

" Carved bricks.—The carved bricks were no doubt
used for decorating buildings and portray human and

animal figures, faces of demons (hmmukha), circular
. dises with floral designs, etc.

Pottery.——The collection of pottery includes earthen

jare with mica dust adhering to their surface, decorated

* with animal and floral deszgna and furnished thh short
spouts. A iuge broken jar, over six feet in height,
-mpy be seen in the open to the north of the Maseum.
" A.small hesp of burnt rive 48 remviniscent of the firo

from which Nilandi suffored prohably more than
- onee. »
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APPENDIX, 7

A Sqorr Hwstrory oF NALA¥DA.

Early References.—XNilandi! han a very ancient histors yoing
back to the days of Mahdvira and Buddba., According to Juina
texts it was a suburb (bakiriyd), situsted to the northowest of tha
fomons city of Rijagriha. Indeed so important was the place
that Mahiivira spent as many as fourteen rainy seswons here, The
Pitli Buddhist literature contains many more referonces to Nalandi.
In the course of his sojourns Buddba often visited the place, which
is mentioned as prosperons, swelling, teeming with population, and
containing a mango-grove called PavArika, The distance from
Rajagriha to Niland4 i3 given as one yojena.2

Another place near Rijagriha was Nilz which is mentioned in
the Mahasudussana.Titake s the birthplace of the Elder Skriputra,
an important disciple of Buddha. In other texts the same place,
pnder the name of Nilaka or Nilakagrima, sppents as a centre of
Sariputra’s netivities.® But the Mahdrastu, u Sanskrit Buddhist
text, gives Nilandagrimaka, half a yajans distant fron: Rijagriha,
as the place of birth of S&riputra, and finds support in some Tibetan
texts, including Thranitha’s History of Buddhism, & seventeenth
ceptury work.d Tt is therefore reasonable to hold that Nila,
Nilaks, Nalakagrima ond Nalandi are sll the varianta of the
sams place-nawe.

Origin of Name.—Hiuen Tsang says that accorling to tradi-
tion the place owed fts name to & Niga of the same name who
regided in a local tank. ot he thinks it more probable that Beddha
in one of his previous births as Bedhisattva became & king with his

1 u ancient literature both the forma Nitanda and Nilanda
ozeur indiseriminately.

t For references, see Hiranands Sastri's asticle on \ilan.da. in
Proccedings of the Fifth Oriental Conferince, Val. L.

3 See Law, Geography of Barly Buddhism, p. 3L

¢ Schiefner, Tarandtha's Geschichte des Buddhismus in Indien,
p. 05, See also Duy, Geographical Imlwmry of Ancient und
Mediceval India, s, v, Nélendi.



40 A GUIDE TO NALANDA

capital at this place, and that his liberality won for him and hie
capital the name Nilanda or  charity without intermission’.

Early History by Taranitha.—According to Tarandtha
Asokn gave offerings to the chuitye of Sariputra that esisted at
Nilanda, and erected & templo here ; ho must therefore be regarded
a3 the founder of the Nilandd vihdrs.® The same authority adds
that Nigirjuns. the famous Mahiydna philogopher and alchemist
of shout the seaond century A. D., began his studies ot Nilanda
and later on heeame the high priest bere. It is also added that
Suvishnu, s Brihmaga contemporary of Nagirjuns, built 108
temples at Nalandd to prevent the decline of both the Hinayina
aarl Mahdydna schools of Buddhism.! Taranitha also connects
Aryadeva, a philosopher of the Madhyamiks school of Buddhism
of the early fourth century, with Niélandd.* Further, Asanga,
a Buddhist philosopher of the Vogdohire school, belonging o the
fifth century,® i3 said to have spent here twelve years of his later
life, and to have been succeeded by his still more famous brother,
Vasubandbu, as the high priest of Nalandi.t

Under the Guplas.—~These statemenis of Taranitha would
fead one to believe that Nalandi was a famous cenire of Bud-
dhism slready at the time of Nigirjuna and continued to be so
in the following centuries. But it may be emphasized that excava-
tions have not revesled anything which suggests the occupation
of the aite before the Guptas, the earlicst datable finds being the
copper-plate of Samndragupis and the coin of Kumiragupts.
This is fully confirmed by the statement of Hiuen Tsang that ‘a
former king of the country named Sakriditya selected by augury
& fucky apot * and built heve & monastery. His successors, Buddha-
gupte, Tathigatagupts, Biliditya and Vajra huilt sore monasteries

¥ Beal, Buddhisd Records of the Western World, Vol. 11, p. 187,
The decivation ma-afam-da hay heen proposed but it does not satis-
factorily convey the sense that it is mmded 50

¥ Sehiefoer, lov. it pp, 65-6, -

* Ibid., pp. €0 1.

£ Ihd., pa 83,

" % 8ane acholars are in favour of & daﬁe enrlior by & century,

* Bohiedons, oo, ein, p. M2,
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neatby! As some of the names here were borne by the Gupta
emperors, it has been held that ell of them refer to the Imperial
Cuptas. Sakradityn has boen plausibly identifiad with Mahendrd-
ditya, i.¢.. Kuméragupta I (c. 413-455). Buddhagupts senms to be-
identical with Budhagupts (c. 476-99) and Biliditya with ths king
who had to encounter the Hina chief Mihirakula early in the sixth
contury,?

The assumption that the monasterien of Nalandi were the crva-
tion of the Gupta emperors beginning with Kumiragupts [ voecives
confirmation from the faoct that Fa Hien, the Chinese pilgrim of the
early fifth century, does not mention the munsstic establishments
of Nalandd. He apeaks of the village of Nalo, the plare of birth
and death of Sdriputra, and of o sfipa existing here.?  As has been
suggeated abave, thia place may be identical with Nilands, bat the
absence of any other monument except & afiépas at the #ime of
Fa Hien is veraarkable,

Under Harsha.—Hiuen Teang sew here en eighty feet high
copper image of Buddhe raised by Parnavarman, *the last of the
race of Afoka-rdja,'* belonging to the early sixth century. And
the illusirious Harshavardhana of Kanauj (608-647) ne douht
greatly helped the institutfon by his munificence. He bailt s
monsastery of brass, which was under construction whben Hiuen
Tsang visited the place. The biographer of Hinen Tesng says
that Harsha remitted *the revenues of about s hundred villages as
an endowment of the convent and two hundred hovseholders in.
these villoges contributed the required amount of rice, butter and
milk. ° Hence’, he adds, * the students here, being so abundanily
supplied, do not require to uek for the four requisites. This is the-
souroe of the perfection of their studies, to which they have srrived.”
This statement makes it clear that the siudents hed not to beg
for their daily food.

1 For Hiuen Taang's description of Nilaods, sep Besl, foc, i,
Ppp. 167 ff. His biographer Fwui Li sdds some intercating datuils =
Beal, Life of Hiuan Taiang, pp. 109 ff.

*These identifications have been proposed by F. C. Raychan-
dhuri, Political History of Northern India, 3rd ed, p. 401 .

® Logge, Travele of Pa Hien, p. 81.

& Beal, Records, Vol. 11, p. 118,



42 A GUIDE TO NALANDA

Harsha highly revered the Nalands monks and called himself
thoir seevant,t  Ahout a thousand monks of Nalendd were prasent
at the royal congregstion at Kansuj.® Royal patronage was,
therefore, the keynote of the prosperity and efficiency of Nilanda.
As Hiuen Teang says, ' A long succession of kings continucd the
work of uilding, using all the skill of the sculptor, till the whole is
truly marvellous to behold "2

Hiuen Tsang.—Hiven Tsang slso recounts o fow of the monas.
teries and temples thet he saw here, giving the direction in most
cnses. Thus, the monastery built by Buddbagupts was to the
south of the one built by his father Sakriditya ; to the esst of
Buddhagupta’s monastery was the one of Tathigatagupta; the
ona built by Baldditys wes to the north-east of the last; while
Vajra’a monastery was to the west. After this an nnnamed king
of Centrel Indin is said to have huilt & great monastery to the north
sl erected & high wall with one gate round these edifices. Hiuen
Taang slso gives & long list of the other monasteries and slipas
that he found. Modern attempts to identify them with the ezist-
ing ruins have meb with scanty success, as the =ix centuries that
separsted Hiven Teang and the final desertion of the site must have
produced many new butildings and modified the existing ones.

Higen Teang was very warmly received at Nalanda and resided
here for a long time, The courses of study included the scriptures
of the Mebiyina and Hinayans echools, Heluvidys (logie), $ubda-
widyd (grammar), Chikitedridyd (medicine), as well ag such purely
Rrihmanical texts as the Vedas including the Atkarvareda. From
the sceounts of the pilgrim it is clear that Nilandi was bustling
with literary activities :

*The priesis to the number of several thousands are men
of the highest ability and talent. Their distinction is'very
great at the present {ime, and there sxe many hindreds whose
fame hes rapidly spread through distant rogions, Their
sondust i4 pure and unblamable, They follow in afncerity
he precepta of the moral law. The roles of the convant are
.severs, and all the peievts ate bound to obeerve them. The
coontries of Indis Iraipect them and follow them. The duy

* Beal, Lifk, p. 160,
S Mhid, p 17T
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is not sufficient for asking end eanswering profound questions,
From morning till night they engage in diseussion; the old
and tho young mntually help one another. Those who cannot
discuss guestions out of the Tripifuka are Jittle esteemed and
are obliged to hide themselves for shume.  Learned nwn fromm
different oities, on thia account, who desire to acquim guickly
o renown in discussion, come here in multitudes to settle thrie
doubts, and then the stresams (of their wisdom) spread far and
wide. Tor this reason some persons usurp the name (of
Nalandd students), and in going to snd fro recvive honour in
consequence. If ruen of other quarters desire to enter and
take part in the discumssions, the keeper of the gate proposecs
some hard questions ; many are unable to answer, awd retire.
One must lmve studied deeply both old snd new {books) before
getti ad i Thase etudente, thercfore, who come here
ay st.mngers. have to show their ability by hard discussion s
those who fail compared with those who succeed are seven or
eight to ten .

Hiuen Tsang received here the Indjan name Mokshadeva and
was remembered by the inmates of the Wilandi monasiery long
after he had left the place. Several years after his return to Chioa,
Prajiiadeve, a monk of Nalanda, sent him a pair of clothes, saying
that the worshippers every day went on offering to Hiven Tsang
their bows and salutations.

Milandd had by now ncguired a celebrity spread all over the
Hast os & centre of Buddhist theorogy and educational aotivitics.
This is evident from the fact that within a short period of thiety
years following Hinen Trang’s departure, no lsss than eleven Chiness

nd Korean travellers are kmown bo have visited Nilandd.?

1 Tsing.—Next in importange ta Higen Trang etands I Twing,
who reached Indin in 673 and studied at N%landd for & considee-
abls time. His work records very minute ¢letails abiout the life
led by the Nilandf monks, which he regarded as the ideal to he
followed by the Bnddhbists all over the world. He says that the
number of monks of the Nilandd monastery excosded three thow.
sand in pumher, maintsined by more than two hundred villages
bestowed by previous kings.* He abo gives details of the

1 For  list, sco Beal, Life, pp. xxviii f&
-  Tukaknsu, 4 Record of the Buddiist Religion, pp. 65 and 1178

n
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eurricnlum, which, besides the Buddhist scriptures, included logie,
metapbysies and a very extensive study of Sanskrit grammar.?
He alwo testifies to the strict rules of diseipline that the monke
observed, their daily life beiug regulated by s waber-clock,?

Under the Palag.—Tho Pila emperors held Fast Indéa from
the eighth to the twelfth century A. D. and wore noted for their
patronage of Mahiyina Buddhism. At the same timo they estab-
lished othor monasteries at Vikramaéili, Somapurs, Odantapurl
and Jagaddala,® which might have created a division in the acti-
vities of Buddhist acholars. It is even stated by Tdranitha that
the head of the Vikramaélld monastery had control over Nalandi.*
8till there are ample epigraphic and literary evidences to show that
the Pilas continned to be liberal in their munificence to Nilapda.

Some Scholars.—Mention may here he made of some famous
scholars who by their deep learning and excellence in conduct
created and maintained the dignity which Nilendd enjoyed. It
has been already stated above that the early Mahiyana philosophers,
Nagirjuns, Aryadevs, Asafiga and Vasubandhu, wera all, accord-
ing to Tarandtha, the high priests (pandita) of Nalanda. Next in
point of chronology comes DignAga, the founder of the medimval

i Ibid., pp. 167 ff. It appears from his account that all the
existing gremmatical texts of the Papinian school, including the
Adhgadhyays iteelf, were tanght to the students, It is strange that
in spite of this the Buddhist texts in Sanskrit should have been
written in incorreet language.

* Ibid., p. 145

® Vikrauaitld waa founded by Dhurmap.;la. (Schiefner, loe. cil.,
p. 217) and is generally identified with Patharghota in the Blmgal-
pur district, The Soweapurs Monastery wes, according to ‘Tira.
niths {p. 208}, founded by Dharmapile’s sucoessor Devapils and
bas been identified with Paharpur in the Rajshahi distriot in Bengal,
Asvording to inscriptions found there the monsstory was named
aftar Dbannapils, Odantapur! or UdJsudapura wag erected
nasr Nalandd by cither Gopdla or Devapdis (ibid., pp. 201 and
200} anul may be identitied with modern Bihax in the Paina district.
_Jigeddala wag founded by Rimspils, one of the last kings of the
dyneaty, somowhers it Nocth Bengal,

* Swbistner, foo. 4., p. 218,
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school of logios he was a southerner who was invited to Nilendi
to defent in disputation a Brihmanist scholar and recsived the title
Parka-putgaca, The next famows Pawdila was Dharmapila,
who had retired just before Hiuen Iaang arrived, At the time of
the pilgrim the head of the monastery was Sllabhadra, under whom
the pilgrim studied and whose soholarship end perannal qualities
he deseribes elofjuently. Silabhadra was probahbly suscerded by
Dharmekirti, who is credited by Tiranitha to have defeatedd a
Briahmanical philosopher, Kumdralila.2

The next importent figurs was Santarakshite whe was invited
by King XKhri.sroin-den-tsan to Tibet, where he lived fiz manv
years till his death in 762, About the ssme time Tibet was alsg
visited by Padmasambhava, who acquired great fame as the fonnder
of the institution of Lamaism ir Tibet. Tt was no mean hononr
for Nalandi that one of its scholaws gave to Tibetan religion & form
that is continuing to the present day.

Thus Nilandd suceeeded in attracting the beet Buddhist schelara
whose fame spread to distant countries and persisted through ages.
Rightly has it been said that *a detailed history of Nilandi would
be & history of Mahdyinist Burddbism.’?

Epigraphic and Literary Reforences.—~The following epi-
graphic and literary evidences help in the reconstruetion of the
history of Nilands :—

(1) Inscription on an imege found at Shahpur {near Bikar)
of the Harsha year 8 {A. 1. 872-3), belonging to the reigm of
Adityssena and recording the erection of the imagw at Nalandi.
mahagrahirab

{2) Copper-plate of Davapils (o, A15-854} isaued from Modgs.
giri (Monghyr), It records that being requested by the Mahd.
rija Dilaputradeva of Suynruadvips (Somatrs} through s
messenger, Devapiila granted five villages in the distriet of
Rajagrihe in the Srinagars (Patns) division for the upkeep

1 Qohiefuer, loe. cify, pp. 131 [0 )

3The identification with the famons Brihmapa Mimiisgka
Kumdrila is at once suggested, but dors not seem t0 be very likely,,
as Kumirila probably lived somewhst Iater.

3 Poyclopaedia of Religion and Fthigs, Vel IX,70 » Nalanda,

4 Fleet, Qupla Inscriptions, p. 208, 'The, imags is now lat, 1
iz probable that the word was mahirikara.
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and maintenanee of monks and copying of manuseripta in
the monastery built by the Sumatran king, on the 21st day
of Kirtika in the 36th regoal year. It was found in Monnstery
Site Now 1 apd is now in the Tndian Musonm,?

%) Inseription on p TArd image found at Hiln (Potne dis-
triet) of the $5th year of Devapila, It mentions Madijudrideva,
& ik of Nilsndi.®

v (4) Inzeription found at Ghosrawan (Patna district) helong-
ing to the reign of Devapdla and reeording the activities of o
wonk named Viradeve, who was appointed by Devapils to
lnok nfter Nilanda.? .

{51) Pilar inseription in n Jaina temple in the Bargaon villago
(Niiland3) of the 24th year of Rijyapila (c. #11-35).%

(6} Viglivarl image mseription found ot Nilandd by
Cannighsm in 1862, Tt records the crection of the image in
the Gimt year of King Gopils TT {s. 035-902).°

{7} A Nopsl mnnusoript of the Aekfnsakasrika-prajiiapara.
milit eopied at Nilandi in the sixth year of Mahipdls I (¢, 992-
10408

(8} Nalandi stone inscription, found in 1863, of the eleventh
year of Mahipdla I It refers to the destruetion of Nilandd
hy fien and its suhsequent restoration.?

(9) Bodlrian Library manuseript of tho Ashfesfhasrika-
prajiiipiennitn copied at Nilandd in the eeign of Rimapila
ted B4 1263,

(I The Ruyal Asiatic Socinty manuscript of the same text,
eapied in the reign of Cuvindapils in the latter haif of the
tweilth contory.?

Y Kpiyrapiin Indien, Vol XVII, pp. 310 ff.

tJuurnal of the Bihar and Orisen Hesearch Soviely, Vol X,
pp M

 Maiten, fandalekhimala, pp. 45 £,

* Indian Anliguary, Vol. XLV, pp. 110 4

& Maityn, loe, eil., pp. 88 ff.

 Preeredings qf the Asiatic Sociely of Bengal, 1399, pp. 69 ff.

* Maitrs, loc. eil,, pp. 101 ff. .

* Cabalogue of Samakeii MNS, in the Bodtsion Libeary, Vol 1L,
P 206, .

¥ Journal of the Regad Aiatic Socicdy, N. 8, 1876, p, 4.
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End of Nalands.—It is imposaible to give a separate account
‘of the end of Nilondd ; it forms only o chapler of the Listory of tho
disappearance of Buddhiam from India.

It i evident from the secount of Hiuen Tuang thet Budibiam
was slowly decaying when he visiterd Indis, Iutpoetant centres of
early Buddbism were deserted snd somie new  centeos, suel s
Nalandi in the cast, Valabhi in thy west und Kidich? in the south,
had sprung up.  After some time Buddbism 1ost its bold in other
provinces und flourished ondy in Bitae and Bengal, where ruyal
patronage suceeeded in keeping alive o dying cewse. But it s
alear that Buddhism was no longer popular and ventred rownd w fow
monasteries. The Buddbism that was practised in these places
was no longer of the simple Hinnyfna fype, nur vvon had auck in
common with the Mahiyina of the catlier days, but was strengly
imbued with ideas of Tuntricism, ineulenting belict in the efficacy of
charms and spells and involving secret practives and rituals, many
of which are revolting to the medern sense of morality.

The crusade of the Brahmapieal philusophers anl preachers
such as Kumarile and Sadkardchirya in the cighth century must
have been another potent factor in rendering Buddhism unpoputar.
They are reported to bave travellud all over India, defeating the
Buddhists in arguments und compelling them to submission. The
final biow was delivered by the Muhammadan invaders, whe, accord-
ing to their own accounts, drove away the monks and destruyed
their cloisters. Cut off and divoreed from the supgort of o laity
which had been its greatest strenygth in easly days, Buddhism dis-
appesred from India with this onslaught,

The Muslim historian Minhi] deseribes kow Mubammad Hakh-
tiydr Khiljl fell upon and destroyed a oity in westorn Bibar, which
they oslled Bihar (Sanskrit vikdre) snd which was faund b by &
place of stady.t It is not unlikely that Nalandd is being veforzet
o here. Taraniths says that ‘ the Turks conquered the whola vf
Magadha and destroyed many monasteries; at Nilandd they did
much damage and the monks fed abrosd **

Another Tibetan authority, the Pag-sam jon-sang,  however,
adds that after the raid of the Turks the temples and chailpsa were

1 Tabagit-i-Nagirt, tr. Raverty, p. 502,
‘Bﬂhkfnﬁt, IW- c“u P 4. *
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repaited by o sage, Muditabhadra. Soon after this, Kukuta-
siddha, minister of the king of Magadha, ercoted & temple at Nalandé,
and while a religions sermon was being delivered there, two very
indignant Ticthika (Bribmagicel) mendicents appesred. Some
naughty young novice-monks in disdain threw washing-water on
them, This made them very angry. After propitisting the sun
for twelve years, they porformed o yajiia, five-sacrifice, and threw
living emhbers and ashes from the saerificin] pit into the Buddhist
temples, ote, ‘This produeed & great conflagration which consumed
Ratnodadhi ¥, one of the libraries of Nalandd.

The fitst European account of the village Bargaon containing
the ruins of Niland was given by Buchanon-Hamilton, who visited
the place in the first quarter of the nineteenth century and found
fere seme Brihmanicel snd Buddhist images.* But it was only
in the sixties of that century that Cunningham identified the place
with the ancient Nilands on the basis of the distances and direc-
tions given by the Chinese pilgrims and of some image inscriptions
that he found here. In his Report he gives a thorough deseription
of theruins s he found them and of the antiquities that he colleot-
ed. He alzo tried to identify the temples and monasteries mentioned
by Hiuen Teang with the existing ruins. In fact, it was he who
drow the atfention of the echolastic world to the importance of this
eite? After o fow years, Broadley carried ont some unsystematic
excavations in Chaitys Site No. 12 and published a monograph on
the place.t

Froms 1915-18 the Archmologicsl Survey of India has heen
regularly excavating the site, at fimt with o grant from the Royal
Asistic Society of London, and later on out of its own resources.
The activities of the Department in the direction of excavation,
protection of the monuments from further ruin end collection of
antiquities have resulted in making Nalend® s plsce whick no
srehelogioal pilgrim should leave unseen.

* Vidyabhussus, History of Indian Togic, p. 516,
*Mactin, Easlern India, Val, T, pp. 04 .

$ Avehaeglogical Survey of Indi, Vol. T, pp. 28 .

* Ewing of the Nalandt Manaateries af Burgaon, 1812.
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