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PREFACE

INn 1925, I published a book called The Punjab Peasant in Prosperily
and Debf, which dealt primarily with the question of agricultural
debt and also attempted to give some general idea of the Punjab
peasant’s economic position and outlook. This was followed in
1930 by Rusticus Loguitur or The Qld Light and the New in ihe
Punjab Village. This book described a long tour on horseback,
the main cbject of which was to enquire how the peasant stood
and thought in regard 1o other questions than debt ang, wherever
possible, to iet him speak for himseif. Hence the title. Tn 1930-31,
1 did another tour of the same character, and this time paid special
attention to aspects of viilage life that I had not much considered
before: for example, the position ,of the village servant, the
domestic life of the village woman, “the influence of the Army and
the school upon the peasant, the peasant’s tendency to board and
his partiality in certain areas for feud and faction, the operations
of panchayats new and old, the efforts being made at reconstruction,
and perhaps most important of ali, the effects of the cconomic
depression, more especially in the canal colonies. Both touors,
which together covered about 1,400 miles and embraced 22 out of
the Puujab’s 29 districts, were done when I was Registrar of
Co-operalive Societies and involved much official work, which
-mecessarily-liutced e time - avaliapie-for-eneuiry-and-discussion;—
and -the~pressure—of-oficiai-duiies—sinee~has-made-tt-tmpossibile
for the record of the second tour to appear before. The original
record has been much abridged and has Deen re-arranged and
clarified to make it inteiligible to the reader, and, so far a5 passible,
repetition has been avoided.

As in Rusizeus Loguitwr, 1 have set down the facts as faithiuily
as I could without embroidery or addition, except occastonal
comment, believing that in an objective study of this kind {idelily
of narrative is essential. And this is doubly so with tacts of such

¢ immense length and range in space and {ime ' as arc those of Indian
viliage lite. The objective character of the treatment is my excuse
for a third volume of what is in effect a single study, In describing
the life of a country not his own, the student whose object is truth
rather than effect is forced to rely upon detailed systematic enquiry.
Enquiries of this kind seem to me more than ever needed now
that there is much taix of recomstructing the village, if effort
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is not to be wasted uporrforms of reconstruction that do not suil it,
And the reformer need not regret the time spent, for if he has
something 1o teach the village in regard to ils wasle, he is likely to
have even more to leatn from its ancient wisdom.

The diary form, used in Rusticus Loquitur, is repeated and
whatever its drawbacks, it has one advantage : the facts recorded
can be seen m their Luman setting, without which they are but dry
bones. I have alowed mysell a fuller expression of opinion than
on my first tour, lor, as my study proceeded, certain conclusions
emergeq, and I thought 1t r1ight to inaicate them ciearly. As before.
I have done my best to avoid hurung anyone’s feeiings, and once
more I would express my appreciation of the way my enquiries were
everywhere received. My acknowledgements are also due to the
many members of the Co-cperative Departinent who, after my tour,
verified doubtful points and made further enquiries on my behalf,
Without the devoted help of these my old colleagues, none of my
three books could hiave been written. 1 am also much indebted to
3n R. P. Hadow, C.ILE., and Messrs, H. Caiverr, C.5.i., C.L.E,,
. B. Wace, 1.C.5., and H. L. Bhanot, 1.C.5,, for their assistance in
connexton with Chapter X1I, and Lo Mr, Calvert further for nseful
advice in regard to ceriain statistical passages elsewhere. I owe the
ilmstrations of the Salt Range to Mr. ] C. W. Eustace, 1.C.S., and
the rest to the Rev. Father Damian of the Catholtc Mission,
Sargodha, and I am grateful to both for leiting me reproduce
them. Finally, the officials of the India Gifice Library showed me
their usual courtesy.

M.I.D,
Marseilles,

6 July 1034
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Parr T: NORTHWARDS
ClarTER 1
RAVI TO CHENAR:

TrE FALL IN AGRICULTURAL PRICLsS—PIR AND FAKIR—
W ATERLOGGING

9 December, 1930.—Nankana Sahid to Mananwala (10 miles)

To horse again and this {ime northwards. Yesterday I came
fifty miles from Lahore by train and saw nothing but a cinema
picture of villages and ficlds, and fields and villages, the human
element quite blotted out. To-day it was fields and villages again
but alive with the immemorial drama of Indian peasant life. From
the back of a horse one can speak with men, observe their ways,
hear their ininds, perhaps even read their hearts ; and the alternate
walk and jog of a good country-bred mare is quite fast enougl for
those who wouid do this in a land where camel, pony, or builock
still set the common pace. Thirty years ago the couniry through
which we rode was waste, bul now, thanks to the Lower Chenab
canal, a branch of which passes this way, only the road recails the
wide-strelching bareness of the past, [t was unmetalled and vux
horses sank 1o their {fetlocks i gritey dust. Unhappy was the lot
of Liwse wno rode behind, and after a nule nov a black beard was left
mnongst them,

The Deards were Sikh beards, for Naukina Sahip s the birth-
place of the saintly Guiu Nanak® and an lmportani Sikii cenlre.
e fall in At lManemyvala,_ too, I“Was amongst Sikhs, The
prices landlords there nave vuilt themselves lordly houses,

and Lheir whitewashed towers and gateways are brighl

with the crude art of the too prosperous days that followed the war.
Those days are past, and with wheat at Rs. £-8 o maund (about
18, 6d. a quarter) they cannot collect their rents. In the Punjab
rents are usually a fixed proportion of the produce, and it is the gieai
advantage of this system that they ise or fail antomatically with
the price of produce. For the landlord its disadvantage is that
when the harvest is gathered in, he must keep a watchiul eye over

# Rainfall 16 to 20 inches.

2 Founder of the Sikh religion, .
»3 As in Palestine, sec Bentwick, Faleshine (1934}, 173,
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its division if he is 1o secure s tair share. and if L is an abscnice
this is difficult. This ic the case with the family al Mananwala
hence most of their rents are in cash, and the {all in prices, which
began carly this year, has virlually doubled ithem. They think
therefore of converting them into preduce

How far the fall has gone is shown by the following figures,
which represent yesterday s prices in the market at Nankéna -

~or maund (821 1b.)
December 1929, December 1030

5. 3,
Wheac (firsu grade) .. . - 4~4 1-10
Rice . : . .. 214 -5
Unginned cotton (z) * American ' 12 5-12
(8) country . 3 4
Gur (unrefined sugar) .. . 5-8 2-12

In the case of wheat the fall is over 6o per cent, and in the other
three caces 50 per cent or more.*
In the evening, fresh from Lahore and its city ways, I watched
with pleasure the passng to and fro of peasant life along a field
path rear the rest hounse. First there came a donkey
A field pa  j50ded with a chest large enough to hold a man—a
wedding gift, and the preiude to a marriage procession of Janglis,
who came riding gaily by, two to each horse’s back, save where the
bridegroom rode all glorious by himself, Owing to the fali in prices
only Rs, 200 had been spent on the marriage, bur—can india be
anything but poor ?—it had been borrowed at 36 per cent, Hortfoor
on the procession pressed a motley crowd of gipsy Sansis® 10 beg
alms, and with them went a pack of starveling dogs, kept, they said,

1or hunting, but fiv only Lo scavenge, so lean aud ribbed were their
sides.

10 December ~ Manamwala io Shahior (x2 maies)
Six months ago, nay only three, the Punjab was hot as hell,
the air by day licking tbe cheeks with tongues of flame, and the bedy
at night refusing the lightest covering. Bul now it is a case of

* On 13 March, 1934 at Lyallpur the corresponding prices were as
follows :—

Rs. Rs.
Wheat (ficst grade) .. 2 Rice 214
¢ Amerjean ' cotion .. ” Gur v v, 3
Country cotton . 410 g

Wheat and * American cotton have thus risen about 23 per cent since
Deceryber 1930, but they are stili 53 and 42 per cent, respectively, cheaper
than they were m December 1929  Counntry cobton has risea 15 per cent,
@nd suagur lasg than 10 per cent. Only rice (not an important crop in the
Punjab) has recovered at all fally,

% A erundnal tribe,

.



AN ABDUCTION 3

thickest clothes and breakfast in the sun. We set out al 9.30 and,
skirting the viilage and 1ts landlord mansions, picked our way along
a dasty road shamelessly defiled by menials too lazy to step across
the road into the fields for their necessary oceasions. That all five
senses might be outraged, a herd of Luffaloes on their way out for
the day’s grazing churned up filth and dust into a thick polluting
cioud. Ii was a relief to get into the open country and inhale the
acrid fragrance of the flowering mustard-coloured joria.?

‘We stopped at a village o see a * bank ’, as the co-operative
thrift and credit society is called in the Punjab village. As we
approached, we met a party of Silkhs on their way to
the police station to lodge a complaint against a
neighhour for carrying off one of their wives with all her jewellery,
which they valued at Rs. 800, ‘ How much land has the husband ? '’
T asked.

‘ Hali a square.'

‘ Ie it possible that one who owas so littie has spent so much
on jewellery ? ’

“Yes, indeed: he spent Rs, 2,000 on the marriage and mortgaged
his land to get the money.’

Whnen we got to the village and were all seated, pleasantly
crowded together round the well, 1 enquired further about the case,
The girl had certainly been enticed away with her jewellery, but
this, they said, was worth at most Rs. r30. The village knows well
enough the facts on a point of that kind, and that the iwo estimaies
should be so different shows the importance of enguiries on the
spot. 1t was a shock to leain that the kidnapper had once been
treasurer gi'the baak and that he had veen ejected for misappro~
priating its modest batance.

Tue case 1ed Lo talk about marrages and jewellery. The stump
has affecied boln. A Sikh said that in 1yrg he spent Ry, 2,500 on
il marriage ot his brother, but in October, when he
married his sou, oniy Rs, 350; and another, that
ten years ago lie marned a aauguter for Rs. 53,000
and last year a son for Ks. 1,000. Here is the contrary process to
the steady increase in the cost of marriages wihich took place
when prices rose,s

An abduocticu

Marriage and
the slump

T Byassica cavipestvic.

2 In the Lyallpe= (Lower Chensb) and Shahpur {T.ower Thelum) colrnies,
each village is allotted so many squares of land. each square measuring
%78 acres,

5 See e aulbor s book, The Punjab Peasant in Prospevity and Debt, 227.
{Thrrughont this bools the reference is to the third edition published in 1932.
In foture the book will be referred to as Peasant.)
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‘ We spena nothing now,’ exclaimed a Muslim peasant, © for
we have nolhing. The ather day Tmarried my child, and ali 1 spent
was fve [ardiings (piee) lor the reading of the marviage verse
(nikahy,’

* Did no one come with the bridegroon. in the marriage pro-
cession 7’

¢ People cannol give the weddmg gilt (famnbol) ; {or shame they
stay away.’

There was doubtless some exaggeration in the five farthings,
but the director of a Banking Union I saw yesterday said Lhat this
vear he married his four daughters together for five rupees: there
was no marriage procession, no entertaining, no jewellery, no dowry ;
only the fee to the mullah (which for juck must be a sum divisible
by five).? And what is more many marriages followed on the same
lines. ‘ Now,’ said someone, ‘there is no beating of drums or
clashing of cymbals. Rs. 1-4 (twenty annas) is paid to the muilah
and the pair become M1an and Bibi, master and mistress.’

No doubt money goes {urther now and less need be spent ; but
even before the fall in prices the more educated zemindars, especially

L . among the Sikhs, whose minds have a Calvinistic
i@el‘m‘;’n 4% turn, had begun to question the wisdom of spending
so much upon jewellery, A Sikh tells me that, when
his son was married to a girl who had been educated at the Queen
Mary Coliege in Lahore, he bought the usual amount of jewellery
for her; but she declared that all she wanted was a ring, a gold wrist
watch, a pendant, and a gold pin to fasten her sarce: nothing cise
was of any use to her. He added that there had Jong been in his
family a set of gold bracelels large cnough to cover the ann from
elbow to wrisl, He repeatedly pointed out to his father that it was
sheer waste to keep them and at last obtained a reluctant consent
1o their sale. He sold them for Rs. .800 and deposited the amount
with the Union at 7 per cent. ‘The sight of 1he first year's interest
was sufliciend to reconcile his father. A Musiim co-operator says
that he sold his jewellery in 1923, and that since theu many in his
village have done the same. Wien he married his daughter, instead
of ornaments he gave her Rs. 800, which she forthwith deposited
with her village bank. It is sigmficant that fourteen women, nine
of them widows, have deposited Rs, 29,000 with the Union.
& Mostim At Shahkot lthere is a shrine founded by a pir
eirine who came over the mountains from Bekbara in the
days of Akbar. He had only four disciples, but-so
fruitful have fhey been that in Shabkot alone iheir descendants

¥ See the author's Rusticus Loguitur (1030), 302, (In fuiure this book
will e referred to as Rustiowus.) )
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number 120 families. They are the servitors (mujdwar) of the
shrine, and the serviee they severally render is every day to givea
cake of bread for the antertainent of the pilgrims who come Lhere,
They have formed a thrift and credit society, and the most striking
of those present at my inspection was one wearing a rosary, and
with his heavy handsome features, rich mahogany skin, and drugged
eyes, he suggested a Judas who had decided not to hang lnmseilf.

We had sowme lively talic about pir-mureeds.t Of ihe 213
members of the society fifty practised it, and (according to the
. socicly’s records) they derive Rs. 56,000 a year irom
their ”';gug it. Onc said that owing to the fall in prices his last

cxpedition had vyielded oniy Rs. 25; but others,
poimiing 1o a brown pony grazing close by, said ; ‘ He brought that
back as well.’ Another, taking up the complaint of the times,
observed : ‘ Now we get only four annas in the rupee. Before prices
fell. we asked tor grain and were given money: now we ask for
money an id are given grain.  But (he added with pious satisfaction)
faith is untouched and sirong as ever." This man had personality,
and his gaunt commanding features suggested a realist.

" Why do people do puri-mureedi ? * T asked.

* Those who have food don’t go ; only those who have none.’

‘ But 15 their going of any service to those Who make them
offermgs

¢ None ; but if we did not go 1o them, they wouid come to us.’
True enough for to avert pain sorrow, or shame, an uneducated
man turns inscinctively to magic.  But the remark provoked protest
from oue with a more romantic m:nd —

1t is of advantage to the King, and it is of advantage to the
poor.” Here again was truth, for, as we know, lhe religious healer
works through faith, and faith helps both high and fow. The next
remark came from a pietist :—

* We do not give spells, bui only offer prayers,’

‘ Yes,” suid a cynic, ‘ and dust is taken from here (he pointed
to the ground) and given to those who are sick thut they may be
whole,’

* Why this long story ? * enquired a querulous member of the
comnuttee ; let us pass on.’

‘No,” T sad ; “{er T have something {0 say on this matter.’
Whereupon 1 toid them what I thought of pivi-mureeds, that it

* Thete is a class of men called Pir, who are popularly invested with
religious sanctity, sometimes persona.l but gener?lly inherited. Their
followers (wureed) regard them with veneration and make ilem more or
less regwar offerings, and speils and charms are given in return according
to need. Pivi-muyeedi is the cxploiting of this rclationship by the pir and
is described at length in Ruskicus, 220, 245, etc.
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followad peither the old nor the new light, that I had never wmel
an educated man who appreved of H, or seen a good bank whose
mempers practised it, and ihat this was no exception. Had not,
for insiance, the members of their comnitiee borrowed far more
than their share of tke society’s funds ?  They heard me with the
courtesy and atlention always accorded by the Punjab peasant to
those who are disinterested and in earnest. .

That there is reason to be in earnesl on this difficult subject

I have endeavoured to show elsewhere,® and that others are iu
) earnest 1s clear from what an Inspector iells me.?
& pir who  His father made about Rs. 1,000 a year by piri-
b;o"ksy ¥ mmureedi, that is to say five limes as much as the
ordmary small peasant proprietor makes by labouring
the whole year at his fields.3 When he died, like the exorcists of
Ephesus,* his son burnt all his books and records that none of his
children might be temptea to foliow 1n his course, and this meant
burming the family 1rees of 2,000 disciples for six generations. He
acied thus in disgust at his father’'s methods, of which he gave an
example. One day, desiring chicken for dinner, he told a mureed
who wanted a charm that it musi be written in the blood of a
chicken, which of course was produced at once. The destruction of
the abracadabra of his trade did not, however, release nim wom all
temptation. Once his duties chanced 10 taie him o a canal colony
village which had been colomzed by some of his family disciples,
Although no member of his [amily had visiled il for thirty years,
as soon as the villagers heard of his coming, they gathered round
him and pressed their offerings upon him. Nor would they take
any denial, until he told them that he had come gua Inspector and
that they should keep Lheir offerings till he came as a pir,

Amongst those waiting to receive me at the rest house was a
small aged fakir clad in wmite and white-bearded. e insisted upon
5 *halterirend shaking nands with me, and in his handshake I felt
air e the leanness of his body and the earnestness of his

soul,

‘ My arms are withering,” he said. ‘I am taking medicine.’

‘ He i halt-witted,” whispered one who knew him. *He was
once in a madhouse.’

‘T am no longer quite a man,” he continued, as if confirming
this judgement upon hitn. * Some Thing is in me and speaks by my

™

T Rysfaus, 336.
2 Cf. ibid., 243,
5 See p. 268,

4+ 'Many of them also which used curious arts bronght their beoks
together, and burned them ‘ (Acts xix, 1g).



A "HALF-WITTED’ FAKIR 7
tongue. I knew not who or what it is; but there is light within me,
and T speak accordingly  Perhiaps I shali become a man again.’

He spuke gently but emphatically, leaning (like Jacob when he
blessed the sons of Joseph)® upon the top of his staff.

11 December.—Shahkot to Sangla (12 miles)

I was breakfasting in the sun when the fakir appeared again
bearing his staff. Grasping me warmly, almost aflectionately, by
the hand, he greeted me earnestly :—

* May God give you light.'

“ And how shall T get light ?’

Fixing his wistful grey eyes upon me and possibly noticing the
abundance of a western breakiast table, he replied i~

“ Eat less than your wont for forty days, and sit quietly in one
place, and repeat your creed (kalma)—Jesus is the spirit of God
(Isa ruh Ullah), Then light may come to you.” A pause, and he
added : * But you are cf advanced age (did he know that yesterday
T was fifty ?) and the Light will come slowly, for yuu did not begin
ike me, T started seeking for it when 1 was young, when I was
only eighteen, Tor twenty-six years I did worsmp (abédat) and for
seven I lived un leaves and on bhang. This was bad, and for
five and a half months I was in the house cf the mac. Now there
is lght within me and I know not what it is. It 1s withermg my
body, and the doctor has given me medicine.” As he said this, he
umiied the end of his puggaree and showed the medicine knotted in
one of its folds. Then shaking me by the hand—a firm kindly grip—
he left me, saying as he had begun— May God give you iight.
Wo miadman this, bul a seeker, and the light in his eyes suggested
that he had not sought in vain. But ue has had to pay the seeker’s
price. Though only fifty-scven he looked over seventy.

To-day we were i the heatt of the Lower Chenab coluny,® but
here and there a strip of the old wildeiness Inrked in the young
fielas of colton, sugar-cane, and wheat, as the
primitive lurks in ibe heart of youth. The sugar-
cane was the very emblem of youth, proud and spiky
above, a jungle of juicy stems below, and the whole brimming with
sweetness and sunshine, As we approached the little marketr town
of Sangla, the wheat and cane gave way to fields of finely cultivated
vegetzbles—onions, caulilowers, and cabbages. Tor this a cloth
dealer, a Sikh Khavri, was responsibie.? He had obtained possession

Agrinulbucal
wages

T Hcbraws xd, 27,

2 Called in the Peasamt the Lyallour Colony, 25 most ef it is in the
Lyallpur district, This branch is in the Sheikhupura district.

3 For the Khatvi, see ibid., 188,
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of 28 acres by a 500 rupee mortgage, and now cmploys three
Christians and an Arpir to cultivate them. The Arain, who is an
expert markei-gardener, is paid Rs. 30 a month plus tlace annas a
day for {ood, which is the highest agricullural wage that T (and
those with me) have ever come acress in the Punjab, as much indeed
as many clerks draw. It shows that with infensive cultivation
irrigated land will give even the labourer a decent slandard of
Iving >

Separate co-operative socielics exist here for Muslim and Hindn
snopkeepets, and they are a sign of the rivairy which Loo ofien
divides Hindu and Muslim in the lown. 1t had been
arranged that I should see both socielies together, but
unwisely in the courtyard of a Muslim, and the Hindus sent the
inevitable message that they would not come there. In a colony
town, separate societies for Hmdu and Musiim are thought by some
10 be a necessity, on the ground that, when people settie there, they
know only the mempers of their own community and never get to
know those of any other, and without this knowledge ey cannot
combine in a co-operative society, which postulates among the
members knowledge of each other’s circumstances. This may be so
n a coleny town, but 1 1s often assumed to be the case under more
normal conditions, and until a year or iwo ago 1he Mushim societics
of the neighbourhood relused to admut the Sigh sociclics to their
Banking Union. Betier counsels have since prevailed and 1he door
is now open, to everyone’s advantage. In non-colony tracts, where
the two communities have iived side by side for generations,
relations arc usnally amicable enough, as relations must he amongst,
neighbours who would not be for ever * biting and devouring * each
other ;* and recenily in a small Lown when I suggested 1o a sociely
of Mushm shopkeepers that they shoula ask Hindus to jom it, they
said : * Very gladly : ihere is great unity beiween us.’  And thus is
only rational, considering that most Musiims are of Hindu stock.
I once asked some Muslim Ranjhas? whether tnig was not so.
‘ Yes," they teplied ; “ we ae related to the Jais and Rajputs, but
that was before Mahmood ot Ghazm came.™

‘ Then why 1kis hatred between Hindu and Muslim ?’

‘It comics from the newspapers,

" A true word, and it would be a gooa thing if they could ali be
stopped fot a year,’

Commnnalism

* The Christians were gettng Rs. 15 to 16 pm A cagial lebouter was
also employed on § annas a day, the year pefore he got Re. 1.

& Cf. Pustrons, 383,

? A tribe hving mainly along the Chenab riverain.

4 4.0, 1001,
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‘Tor ever,” said a voice from the rear, as if the Unscen itsclf
had spoken.

12 December —Sangla to Sukheke (12 males)

If, as the Muslim pioverl says, every evil finds its Moses, so
does every blessing find ils devil. The devil 1hat stalks aleng the
canal bank is watcr-logging In this district nearly
70,000 acres arc blighted, and one out of every four
villages aflected.! To-day we saw what this means  The outward
and visible sign is salt, salt that is ‘ neither fit for the land, nor yet
for the dunghill * ;* and it lies on the ground like snow Two days
ago a1 Mananwala the water level was 50 feet down, but to-day 1t
was only four or five, the result of two branches ot the Lower Chenab
Canal passing through tne country only eignt miles apart. A
veteran co-operator with wrinkled {ace and red beard (and a pony
that was too much for him) said that when he came to these parts
i 1892 the water was 65 feet down, and len years later when he
sunk a well, 1t was stull 51 feet, Wells are no remedy, for their water
is sait and makes the tertile clay as hard as iron.

Secing a steadmng by the roadside, we stopped to talic to the
Jats who were at work there. * Why have you left your village to
live out here ? ’ 1 asked.

* Since two or three years the water-logging has come: our
cattle sink in the mud a» they stand . ow houses are falling, and our
health 1s bad.’

 I'nen why have you not broughi your wives and chiidren ?

* Thete aue thieves.’

" Do you not ieax for your cattle ? ’

* We take 1t in turn to watch ali uight . here are four of us:
each watches tor (hree hours.'

The man who lives on his land can probably get 25 per cent
more out of it than if he Hved in Lhe village ;3 and if many did this,
agricullural progress on a large scale would follow, But {here arc
thieves ', and no one likes a thiet. The moral is, agricultural pro-
gress demands an efficient police, but how many of those who woutd
1educe or weaken the present force have thought of this ?4

Although we were riding through * the heat of the day ’, it was
never more than warm, and a chilly wind blew from the north.

Water logging

= 264 vun ol 1,007 villages (igures kindty supphed by the Deputy
Camasaons

? Luke xiv, 35
3 See Rusittws, 187

4 Cf. ikid., 88,
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The country was as ever dead flat, and sparsely covered with the
prickly wild caper. We rode along the railway line, and lurning
off wheic half a dozen shops and a silent ginning factory clung
forlornly together in the emptiness of the plain, we rode up 10 a
village inhabited by Balochis, men of the vreclern Punjab, Igavethe
crowd that came out 10 meet us the usnal greeting—'Is all well ?’
Usually this evokes no more response than our ‘ How do you do ? ',
but this iime it was the signal for loud lamentation. *There is
great hardship : from the salt (reh) and the water-logging has come
ruin, Our houses have faller, our land 15 marred, our health is gone.
Before there was 10 suffering ; now fever comes: 1t came but now
and lasted two months. Our catile too are sick, and if they go
out that way (pointing northwards), they stick fast in the mud,
Let the Sirkar® give us fresn land, or we cannot live’ They had
reason to complain ; the mud walls of their houses were mirrored
in two large ponds of glassy blue water— two years ago this was
dry ground '—and the saity efflorescence? crusted their fields like
leprosy.

“ Can we ses one o your houses ? * I asked.

* Undoubtedly, but we are poor men, and our houses are not
the houses of kings.’3 This was true enough, for their walls were
P crumbiing, bui any eastern poientaie might have
v ordered onvied the cleaniiness and order of their interiors,

In one we found 200 vessels of carthenware and brass
neatly arranged on shelves and piled five or six high and in a dark
inner room, wherc the family slcep when it 1s cold, were a number
of beds loaded with quiits, thirty or {orty of them ready for the
guest wko comes’, and protecied trom dust by homespun sheets,
The house is swept every day, and in one of the rooms a small broom
lay on the floor. In the courtyard a spread of chillies splashed their
blood red against the smooth biscuit-coloured walls, Even the
separate enclosure {(haweiz) kopt fo1 the eattle was clean, Lvery day
the manure is removed, and the floors ot the byres are sprinkled
with earth. This house belonged to the most prosperous man in
the viilage, but another we saw was just as clean and was adorned
with a doorway beautifuily carved in wood, most difficult of
materials, by the skilled artificers of Chiniot. In the house of an
ex-soldier, once in the Guides, we found an old gramophone (ths
first 1 have seen in a peasani’s house), bought after the war when he
was discharged with a pocketful of money, but now silent for want
of needies which, with the fall in prices, he can no longer buy.

T Governrent
2 Reh or ghor.

$ Cf, ' They that wear soft clothing are in lung’s houses ' (Matt, x1, 8).
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‘ Hunger came, and now death,” was his music-loving comment on
the fail in pices,

It was wow time 1o see the bank, and about forty of us gathered
in the open, some sitting on string beds but most on the ground,
and z long-legged zaildar® sprawling on a bed to
himself. Apart from him, only one of the forty could
read and write, a dwari, wno stood a bare 4 lect in
Iis shoes. e was a pathelic figure, with the head, features, and
beard of the middle-aged man ihat he was, the stunted body of a
chiid, and the withered bandy-kneed stumps of a babe that has
been allowed to walk too scon.  But in mocking him naiure had
given hin. cae compensating gift : he was the most intelligent person
there. No one could get beyond the Deputy Commissioner and
Sessions Judge wnen [ enquired what officiats the province had :
but he knew there was a Financiai Commussioner. No one mentioned
the Ministers, nor did anyone distinguish between Governor and
Viceroy. Neither was even mentioned tiil I asked who was the
Viceroy. ‘The Lat Samb? of the Punjab’ said one. “And who is
the King?’ I asked the dwart. ' Emperor the fifth (Shenshah
pangjum).’

Leaving ihe viliage we entered the Hafizabdd tahsil of Gujran-
wala, and a number of horsemen mert us on the border. Cantering
along we overtook a large nondescript family, some on ioov, some ou
donkeys. One of the donkeys said he could canter too, and the
black-shawled woman who was on his back shd siowly to ihe
ground. For a moment she lay a dark single mass, but as she rose
a smail naked bape appeared from the fold of her shawl Al the
sigin of a 1upee her look of bewilaermeni gave way to a beaming
sinile, aud she said ail was weil, Dbut the poor Dabe restoted to his
mocher's aims pressed lus head aguainst her shoulder and was
violenily sick., Such, however, is the power of a rupee in this
cash-iess country thau the iother continued to beam. T asked her
the age of ner child, and when someone banteringly added— And
waal 1s your age ? —she replied witn ready tongue— * You must ask
het who bore me.*

The rest hiouse here is the dirtiest building I have been in for
years. The durry in my bedroom was impregnated with dircy
four-marks and looked as if some babu had been amusing himself
by splashing on to it with his pen a map of the larger and more
confusea constellations, I sighed for the cleanliness of the

uncivilized * Janglis.

The
administraticn

T The headrran of a group ot villoges, nsusny e fifreen to thisty.
The title should be noted as it recurs constantly.
% Governor.






12 RAVI TO CHILINAD
13 December ~Sukhcke to Pindi Bhattian (14 ndles)

Sukheke is on the tarred road that runs [rom Labore to
Sargodha, and sorry I was lo sec its black ice-like sutlace.  The
Indian tarred road, however, is not quile so hostile
{0 horse and rider as the Enghsh, {ur it is generally
bordered by strips of soft dusty cark, in 1his case the eolnur of half
melted London snow. The traffic up and down was [ull of life’s
motley—a long-legged man on a short-legged donkey with feel held
up to aveid the ground ; a cyclist in old military coat and purpic
sccks ; ancther with a bunch of marigolds tied on to is handlebars ;
small fumtums® rattling along with ladies shrouded in crumpled
boorkas ; vast lorries (one of them with my servants and kit and
the cook’s bicycle on top) hurtling by at a terrifymg pace and leaving
us suffocated with dust, and occasionaily a flock of sheep or goats,
who also stirred the duse but in a gentle leisurely cloud that shim-
mered in the morning sunshine. In the fieids peasants were at work
careless of all this rrafficking life. We asked one why he was
scattering earth from a basket over his field. ‘ The land is old and
there is no strength in it. I have taken this carthi from the mouna
yonder and am sprinkling it over the ficld {o make the soil sweet,
At present it is sour.*

‘ Have you ploughed it enough ? '

“ I have ploughed it many times, fiflecn it may be, and it 1s
still poor.’ )

. We left the colony yesterday b were stili in canal-irrigated
country, and along the road ran a slow strecam in a channel 10 or
12 fect wide dug by Government and pari of a large schieme to drain
the water-logged area.® In tme we came to the Jhang branch of
the Lower Chenab Canal, the waters of waich fed thundering turough
the arches of the bridge by which we crossed it. Beyond we entered
a iract watered by wells, and we heard the creaking crooning melody
of the Persian wheel Clumps of reedy sarkhanda grasss spoke of a
river beyond, and the gentle undulations of a world that is not
aiways flat, As we crested one of these, 1he wide riverain of ihe
Chenab, the miver suil unseen, spread itself out before aus, The
goiden sarknanda grass stretched almost to the horizon, and rising

The highway

L Light two-wheeled counuy carts.

% In this distdot (Gujrauwala) water-logging is even worse iham in
Rboithupuza (p, ¢) 1 183,852 scres (only 13,768 sultivaled; are affected in
343 villages. So far 3,622 acres have heen reclaimed and ceepage drains
haye been dug and are proving successful in both distnicts, and also in Shahpur,

tee p. 24 (lnioimation kindiy supplied by the Deputy Commissipners con-
cerned, 1932).

3 Sactaruse i,
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out of it like an island lay the townlet of Pindi Bhattian and its
domed shrine.

This was our destination, but a few miles before we reached it
we stopped (o sce a village bank, Of the forty-five zemindars
present only onc was literate, and he only by courlesy.
1t was not surprising Ltherefore that, when we repeated
yesterday’s questions about the administration, only
one coud get beyond the Deputy Commissioner ; and he merely
knew that there was a Governor, and that the King lived in London.
When asked the King’s name, he answered : ‘ Aliah knows > ; and
as to the Ministers, all he could say was : ¢ There is one at Lahore,
only one.* ‘And what Joes he do?’ 'No idea.’ Another
suggested there were four ‘ Council-waia ',* and when asked what
they did, he replied cautiously : * Those who speak the truth speak
it, and those who lie are liars.’

The
adminizh ation

14 December —Pindi Bhatitan v Kot Nagha (14 miles)

To-day T had the {eeling of exhilaration which the appreach of
a great river on horseback always gives me Earth and sky visibly
embraced, and the slow melodious dirge of a Persian wheel came
floating across the fields, expressing in long-drawn threnody all that
peasant and bullock have endured through the ages. Our first
sight of water was a side-stream crossed by a bridge of three boats,
Beyond this a road of dry sarkhanda grass ran iike a goiden thread
across the sandy waste, We cantered over the crackling siems iill
we came in sight of the river itseil. A siormy sunset spread fie
above and fire below, and the immense qaiet was broken only by
the swish of passiug duck and the call of distant cranes—till a
vellow lorty with a scarlei bounet started crossing the bridge of
boats ; ihe new age flaunling ilseil upon the oid, And now the
twenty boats creaked in protest [ Av the bridge-head a group of
peasants were warming themselves by a five, which fiickered {aintily
against the sky, and iwo donkeys stood in ihe shadow trying to
caich tie frail warmeh as the cold night swept overhead. We were
now in Shahpur.

I There arc three.
2 The Executive Committee congists of two ‘ Members’' and three
Ministers,



CHAPTER I1
CHENAB TO JHELUM:

AN Orp Canar CoroNy—NOMAD AND ConoNIST—POLITICS AND
Prices

15 December.—Kot Najha to Laluwwals (10 males)

SHANPUR with its 4,800 squarc miles is distinguished for its
landlords, its cattle-thisves, and its canal. Tts landlords are mostly
in debt but number some of the most influential landowners in the
province. Its cattle-thieves are ubiquitous, and cattle-theft is the
most popular sport of the district. ‘ Nearly every zemindar is more
or less implicated in it,’ says a recent report, and, as in Jhang next
door,* it is only the best landlords who will have nothing to do with
it. * I make as much in a nigny as you do in a year,’ said the owner
of many acres t0 one of my staff. The booly is marched, or, when
rivers are swollen, swum by night to some village across Lthe porders
of the district and handed over to a confederate, who the next nighi
does the same; and so on, siage by stage, until the recciver is
reached in, it may be, Gujranwala or Amritsar, Each man gets
Rs. 5 for nis risk and pains, and if he gets into difficulties, he counts
upon the support of some intuential landowner to rescue him from
the clutches of the law. The sport is particularly dear to the
Jauglis, the semi-pastoral people wio had the countiry to themselves
when there was o canal, The canal is the Lower jhelum and,
opened in 79or. it now irrigates about 500,000 acres.3

Of the Janglis who live between the Ravi and the Chenab
1 have already written,* and those who live between the Chenab and
T criginod the jl'{carlunl, mainly Rﬁl,lj1has1and Gondals, are not
inhabitets very differein. Men stili hardly touched by modern

ways, by mature and tradition more graziers than

fermers, then cultivation is like that of ali primitive folkk who have
an abundance of land, The colomsts from Sialkot and Gujrat
root thernseives in the earth, but the Janglis merely scratch ifs

* Raipfall 16 inches

2 Rusticus, 228.

apt 3 In) Shahpur about 400,000 acres are sown every year (i"unjab Colondes
Ly B4l
¢ Pogrant, 128
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surface. The ridges between their fields have sprawling lines and
crumining sides, and the soii, mstzad of being moulded (o a fine
tilth, is surfaced with large clods, which are justified by the excuse
of the lazy that they preserve the moisture.r The rotations are of
the simplest, wheat followed by wheat, cotton by cotton, with
a year's rest in between. Only here and there is sugar-cane secn.
A canal officer who knows the Amritsar district, well says that the
peasant chere gets more out of five acres than the jangli out of
fifty.

But if the Jangli is not a good farmer, he is at least a good
sportsman. Faction and feud are rife in his villages, and he likes
to settle his quarrels in old-iashioned ways without recourse to
court and police. An educated Ranjha tells me that it is stid not
uncommon for rival factions to meet at a fixed time and place and
fight out a quarrel with bat and club. Al but the old join in and
set to for a brief haii-hour of lusty combat. Like the tournaments
of old, the meetings are subject 10 certain rules. No sharp weapon
may be used, but only the Jafff or Indlan quarter-siaff that every
man carries ; there must be no atrack before the appeinted time,
and arter the fight atl must help those who are hurt; no report
may be made to the police without informing the othier side, and if
iliey come uninvited, 1t is a pomt of honour to swear that there has
been no fight. My infortnant says that only recently in his mother's
viliage a fight tock place in pursuance o a feud of many generations.
It was a comparatively innocent afiair with a dozen on one side
and twenty on the other and ended 1u a draw with the exchange
of a few knocks and bruises,?

Bui ihe canal with 1ts more settled life is slowly changing ail
this. Belme it caine, the chief task was the herding of catie.

Now wille colion, cane, and wheat the men lave
Effect of the  yiinething 1o occupy them all the year round. Pros-

perity has raised iheir standard of living, and contact
with men from more developed districts has given them some desire
for education. Once there was haidly a zaildar who was not wm
ihe catile-thieving business, and even now it would be difficali to
find anyone of any prominence who had not a relative or two
conzected with it. Bul It is not quile so popular a pastime as it
was, and in tinie no doubt the feeling ol shame that aiready touches
the colonist will spread to the Jangli, A less satsfactory effect of
the cunal is the lowering of the age of marriage. Iun old days, as

* Cf. Russia; * Few would ever break up the lumps of earth in their
:(:te}ds\and prepare & proper sesd-bed © (Maarice Hindus, The Graad Offensivc
1933), 57}

2'In Palestine, ton, fights of this kind appear to be not uncommon
amoungst the Arabs (Bentwick, op. cit., 175),
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amongst the janglis of Lyallpar, girls were not married till 20 or
even 25, but now that there 15 much more to eal they are married
at 14 or 15.* This perhaps explaing in part the complaint that
physique is deteriorating. Whether this is so or not, there is no
doubt that the old spare dict of milk, butler, and millet (bajru)
with the dry clean atmosphere of (he Bar produced a fine stock,
and the longest-lived men in the province are still those who live
in the desert Thal beiween the Jhelum and the Indus. The worst
effect of the canal has been the sudden inflow ot money upon a people
to whom every rupec was once as precious as a half-crown 1o a chitd.
Faction has increased, since money opens the way to the courts,
and debt has risen phenomenaily, as it aiways does when ignorance
and prosperity go hand in hand. The consequences of this were
illusirated by a small bank T mspected during the day.

The bank nhad been severely shaken by a murder case, and
sitting on the ground in front of me were the two alleged murderers.

Condemned to death by the Sessions Judge in July,
fgni{ne‘;“i’g'};o they were acquitted by the H£g1h Courf 1 No.vember.
went too far One of them, plump and muddie-aged, not inappro-
priately wore a black puggaree. the other, a mere

stripling, was in white. And the sioty they iold was this. A
money-lender in the next village lent the siwripling’s father a sum of
money, which was still unpaid when the father dicd, A suit tor
Rs 1,800 followed but, on a plea cf mmority, was rejected. Un-
daunted, the money-lender got the young man's cousin into nis
toils and oblained a decree against him for Rs. 1,500, One day he
came wiilh a large party to execute the decree and arrest the cousin.
This led to a fight, and his death. A savage fight it must have been,
for the High Couri judgement shows tha he received Lwenty-tluee
injuries, two of which fractured his skull. Both sides * complained °
to the police, bui as the money-lender was clearly dead, 1he com-
plamt from his side was taken up and the oiher filed. My two
acquaintances were put into the dock, also two old men, one of
them the banx's treasurer. Both of them were sirting in front of
me with beards dyed blue-bDluck. The Sessions Judge found themn
all guilly and sentenced the two inst to be hung and the two biue-
beards to twenily years' imprisonment. The High Court has been
more merciful and, let us hope mere just.

* What did you say wnen you were sentenced to be hung ¢’
1 asked the plump middie-aged nemnber.

‘It is the order oi God.’

“Weie you not distressed 7’

* No, our time had come.

* See Peasant, 120,
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* And when vou heard that vou were to be released, what did
yout say et 7

‘It s Gud's goodness.’

The most hardencd criminal could not have expressed himself
more phlegmatically, and vet they were hardly criminals in the
western sense of the word, for in India a money-lender who presses
a false or an exlortionate claim to extremes places himself outside
the pale of village law; and this is one reason why thirty-four
money-lenders have been made away with this year in the Punjab.

10 December.—Laluwalt to Chokera {10 males)

We are now in the canal colony, where till thirty years ago
nomad and camel lizard-hunter and cattle-thief earncd a precarious
but healthy living Long avenues of dark almosi ever-grecn trees
mark where the canal runs, and with what effect it runs is shown
by the wide-spreading wheat young and green as fresh-mown grass,
the mustard-scented rape riotous in its vellow flowering, and the
reedy islets of cane filled ‘with ripeness to the corc’. Fodder
troughs {some on wheels) appeared in the ficlds, the dividing ridges
were firm and straight, and ihe fewer and smauer clods showed that
the clod~crusher is frecly used. Tu shori, cuitivation was muecn
supertor to waat we saw yesterday in ihe riverain. Bul even so il
is not 1o be compared with whal may be seen in the Lyallpur
colony, and one reason for ihis is thai many occupiers culttvaic
urough lenauts and the tenants are largely drawn from the vonri-
galed arveas oi the distvict, where lne standara of cultivation 1s low.*

We stopped at a viliage wo see a Belter Living Society and two
banks, oue for the zanindars or village masters and the other for

. the willage servanis. The village servani is so
fﬁffg;n 52  mportani a member of the vilage conununity that

he requires a chapter to himself, and he will be given
that later.? One complaint was common to both master and
servani—the shortage of cash: * We cannot put our nands to 1t,’
said one of thein. Tiil the beginning of dis cemuy cash piayed
the most limited part in village life, and its nse now varies greatly
from tract to tract. A good judge with me estimaies that in the
neighbourhood ot big towns and where the countryside has been
euriched by large export as m the canal colonies, or by emigratiou
as in Jullundue, or by mulitary service as in Rawalpmdi, as much as
75 per cent of village dealings may Ve in cash ; aud that contrariwise
in unsoplusticated areas, like that through which we have just

* In 1y31-2 only 18,000 acres in Shahpur were doubls-cropped and

8,500 acres under sugar-cane as against 825,000 under wheat, millet, and gram.
> See chapter xv,
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passed, /5 per cent will be in terms of produce aund seivice.,  Cash
is mainly reqaiied for the small occasional purchases of sall, spice,
oil, auu clotl; but even these are oflen the subjeet of bawlar® ov
adjustment in grain3 and the need for cloth varies with the
amount of spinning done by the women, A martjage or a case in
the courls occasionally demands a stout sum, but, il necessary,
marriage can be done ‘on the cheap ' and the casc can be com-
promised or postponed. The money-lender’s demands have also
to be reckoned with, but many are meeting them with a non possumnus
folding of the hands, or with catile and grain. A generation ago his
dealings were chiedy in kind, and a tendency to revert {o this, in
consequence of the siump, is discernible where cash has taken its
place.4

But therc is one demand which is inexorable, Twice a year,
that is at each harvest, land revenue, and in a canal-irrigated tract
S water rale as weﬂj, h?.s to be pmc} to Government, and
duae 0% botn must be paid in cash. " Send me the revenue

quick," shouted the zaildar yesterday to a passer-by
{rom his hovge. The fellow had not paid his summer instalment of
Rs. 12-6. “ Why ? ' I asked.

‘ The poor devil had nothing wo pay it with.’

¢ How will he pay it, then ? *

‘ God will find the means. What canwedo ? I we donot pay,
Government will think we are followcrs of Gandhi ; but we are poi.’
Andheadded : “ Itis Gandh s {ault this great cheapness has come.
But ‘this grear cheapness ' is not the only reason why ihe land
revenue is not always puncruaily paid. I was once looking at a
village when 1 heard the headman whisper something in the ear
of the Naib Tahsildar,’ who was walking with me along the nairow

* T Lavs recently made further anquizics as to thi, aund they suzgest
that the variation is even wider than that given sbove No ane that I have
consulted puts the percentage for cash higher than 75, but for most of the Indus
valiey (of, Rusteus, 255) wnd the drought-stricken, seuth-sast (see chapler 10}
it is prt as low as 10 to 20 per cent.  Forthe more davelsped central districts
the following estimates have been given me by good judges (x934) i—

Dealings ic cash
e 75 per ceni
ca 45 10 55 per cent

Julundur and Hoshiatpur ..
Gurdaspur, Siaikot and Amntsar
2 Pp. 204,
3 This 18 the case in ths extreme sonth-weet, and for an account of the
system, see Peasant, 199
4 In Russis, the pooeants have only very recently been pleced on a
maeney basis (Wicksteed, Ten Years in Soviet Moscow (1933}, 50); but, says
Maurice Hindna (Ped Brezd (193I), 32) ¢ ° No (Russian) psasant =ver likes to
meet a cash obligation” Cormpare, too, China where v courtry the peasant
" hardly ever gees silver: the mobt he is ever possessed of is a string or two
of copper cash’' (The Times, 11 May 1934).
5 Asgistant to the Tahsildar, who isin charge of a tahsil (part ofa aistrict),
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high-walled lane, ‘ What is he saying?’ I asked. ‘He lells me
that onc who will not pay his land revenue is here by chance : it is
an opportduily.” We took the oppoilunity and turned into a
courtyard, where a middle-aged man in a long black coat, with a
white muslin scail gracefully draped aver each shoulder, was sitting
on a string bed enjoying the leisure and sunshine of a cold weather
Sunday. ‘Looks most respectable,” I thought. Yet for iwo
months he had dodged every effort to muake him pay the modest
sum of Rs. 38 ; and he had managed it, becauase he was an engine-
driver and rarely at home on week-days, Confronted with authority,
he was all deference but murmured something about the convenience
of paying the amount m a few days’ time. The Naib Tahsildar,
liowever, having at last caught his fish was determined to land it,
and the defauiting engine-driver was obuged to accompany lum to
the tahsil

By 1tself ihe land revenue demand is not heavy, a few rupees
per cultivated acre for good land, a few annas for bad, with an
avcrage of only two rupees for the whole province ; but when the
charge for canal water is added, {en or twelve rupees an acre may
have to be paid. A landowner I met the other day toid me he had
1o pay Rs. 16,000 a year, and that 10 meet his last payment he was
forced to pawn some of his family jewellery at 12 per cent. All
along our route there has been a geneial tale of the pawning and
selling ot jewellery for the payment of Government dues, and [ hear
it irom such good and varied sources that 1 cannot doubt that much
orit is irue. There is more pawning than selhng, and rougnly it is
only the more educaied who sell. ' The zemindars sell iheir
danghters,’ said a sardonic pawwari “but they will not sell their
jewellery” This is because most of it belongs Lo the women, and

-they cling o it tenaciousiy as thewr surest defence agaiust separation

or widowhood. The fact, however, that many must either pawn or
scll is an indication of the need for the reduction of Government
dues. it is, therefore, good news that Government has now
decided, in the case of cotion and 1ice, to knock off 25 per cent of
the coming demand, subject Lo o mininum chaige of Rs. 7-8 an
acre.? Bur the colonist is hard to please. When the reduction was
announced, there was only a growl—‘ We have no rice . why nothing
tor the sugar-cane ? °  Let Government look for gratitude anywhere
pbut in a canal colony. There it has done so much inat it is blamed
for not doing everything.

T The village accourfopi, who ie 1o chaige of the villige verord of rights,
ste,

2 For further remissions, sea p. 215 0. 4.

3 Ci. Peasant, 129, and Rusticus, 198
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Ot the forly odd members preswut seven were literale- an
improvement upon yestorday, and the amoephere wae livelier in
consequenice. Yol eveu 30 nv oue had heard o the
High prices  Round Table Conference except the Ionoiary Sub-
‘:;:L‘ilﬂ‘fd o Inspecler. ‘We cnly know about our work.,” The
living question that really interested them was how they
were to live with prices at their present level. I
suggested that the only course was {o reduce expenditure and that
there was ample scope for this, since in no colony has extravagance
gone further, This is partly because the colonist has been given
56 aties {two squares) to cultivate and made a smali fortune out of
chein when prices were high, and parily because the Jandiords of the
district set a standard whnich many emulate bul few can afford.
The other day when two members of my staff rode out to meet me,
the local man wore a snow white puggaree with one end flounced
above 1t like the tail of a baby peacock, and the other, his superior,
a man from a more thrifty district, an ordmmary puggaree modestly
wound about his head : a tiny point but characteristic of the general
desire in this ajstrict to pass for a Sardar or gentleman at large.
This is particularly true o1 the colonist from the adjoining district of
Gujrat. In his home viuage he lived like any other peasant
proprietor : his womenfolk gathered the manure and made the dung
caites, Bul now, since he would be a gentleman, his wife must be a
lady. She no longer grinds the wheat and rarely feiches the waicr,
T{ she takes any part in the picking of the cotion, il is only 1o see
that her hircling wenches work as they should. ihe women from
Gujranwala and Siakot stul {ake out ihe mid-day meal to {heir
menfoli in the fields, but this is no task for a lady and many Gujrat
women donot do it. They have therctore too litile to do: nor have
tney acquired the skill with the needle that would make leisure
useful.  Women, said someone when we were talking of all this,
‘ should work all day, for no one quatrels worse than an idle woman,’
But the most striking effect of giving the colonist so much well
wrigated virgin land to cultivate was ihe expenditure on sociai
ceremonies when prices were high. The figures mentioned to-day
were startling, Two Gujars said that five years ago, when tney
married their children, they spent over Ks. 5,000 each, and an
Honorary Sub-Inspector of Co-operative Societies who lives here
asserted that 1r was recenily quite common o spend Rs. 1,000 on a
circumcision. " A crcumcision was then a wedding,” A feast was
given to all kith and kin, and siz pounds of gur to every household
mthevillage. Four or five hundred rupees were distributed amongst
the village servants, and occasionally the rejoicings wouid end in a
dancing party and ficeworks. Even if nis figures are halved, the
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amonnt 15 absurdly luige [or 56 acre {farmers. The Betier Living
Saciety,* and still more the fall in prices, bas changed 2ll this, and
now 2 circamcision does nol cost more than Rs. 35. The village
servants are the chief losers, as they shared liberally in the gencral
jollification involved in these fmrashas © bul they take the change
philosophically and have worked out a new scale for themselves.
¢ Our expenses were 100 high ; we did what the zemindars did.’

In one respect the colonist has gained by the slump. He has
been granted the right to cultivate 36 acres of colouy land indefinitely
as a Crown tenant, and one of the conditions of the
granil is that he maintains an approved mare and
keeps ber fit for breeding, All approved colits must be sold to the
Army Remount Department, and for one cighteen months old the
price is from Rs. 200 t0 250, as before the slump. The fillies are used
to repienish the parent stock, or sold, in which case good prices can
be obtained. Horse-breeding, therefore, provides the colomst with
a second siring to bis bow, the value oi which, with the increased
purchasing power of ihe rupee, he now begins {o appreciate.
About 4,000 peasants are concerned, but many are too feckless or
too indebted to benefit. I once exammed the vecords of two viilages,
and they showed that in thirty years while one colonist had made as
much as Ks, 8,000, another had made only a few hundred, and he
owed Rs. 10,000. Sooner or later every iural acuvity is waler-
logged by debt.

The alternoon was taken up with one of our aunual Co-operaiive
conferences. Once a year throughout the province neighbours arc
brougnt together al convenient centres by the
Co-vperative Departinent to aiscuss their economic
and social probiemns and the meauns of improving their
lives. The area of a conference is never larger than a tahsil and
may, as to-day, extend only so far as a man may go and return on
a horse 1 a day. Usually the smaller the area, the wore live the
proceedings.* Since the village is a whole, representatives of other
‘ beneficent ’ departments attend to explain their activities and, if
they are wise, to learn where these activities are misplaced or do not
suit. The Agricultural Assisiant preaches, it may De, the virtues
of sume new iype of wheat or cane, the Veterinary Inspector, the
advaniages of inoculating cattle and castrating scrub bulis; the
District Inspector of Schools, the importance of keeping children at
school till they are reaiiy literate, and the Health Officer perhaps

Horse-breeding

{n-opermive
nonferences

* For Botter Livirg Societies, see Persewi, 252 In 1932 there were
about 500 in the Punjab.

2 Conterences embracing a {few villages only have taken the placs of the
oid iahsil conferences. which proved to be too formal and unwieldy (Cc-
ofsrative Socisties Bpt. (1933). 71}
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shows thern how malaria may be aveided by musquiro oels and
guinine ; lossons of the -J.L*‘nce:a, m.pvrh.nc to the poaswnt, but
unintcdligible or ignored veless taught in bie diaject, spm.d with his
wit, illustrated from his lile, and quickencd by sympathy with his
almosl overwhelming difficulties. Our cenference this afterncon
showed how much might be done in this way and how difficult it
is to do it with our present tocls and material.

The materiai consisted of about 2oo villagers mainly Javglis,
nearly all illiterate, and many not even co-operators, rudiments of
the riverain, with almosl nothing of the new light
about them, Dut with a very definite character stamped
upon their red sunburnt faces by generations of tribal
life and by centuries of heat and Islam; thorough sportsmen in
their love of horses, yet with an aimost feminine grace enticingly
expressed in the glossy love-locks that curled lovingly round their
ears. A few of us sat stiffly on an-arc of chairs, but most squatted
cominitably knee to knee on the sunlit lawn in front of the canal
rest house. A local notability of vast proporitions and influence
was formally voted to the chair—pre-arranged ot course—and two
non-officials made irite text-book speeches aboul cutting down
expenditure on marriages and so forth, the second at such length
that even his shrili faisctio wvoice did not prevent somc of wus
beginning to nod and the rest to chat.

The only point that really inferested the audicnce was the
question of Government dues. ‘I am sxly-{ive,’ said a stalwart
zemindar with a well clipped beard, * and I have seen both times,
the days before the canal and the days after. Ihe days before wore
good, Our income was smali, but our wants were few and our life
simple. We ate millet and found it good, and drank milk. We
wore few clothes and went on foot.  Debt was smali, and there was
litrle land revenue and much land. Now we go in lorries and spend
foolishly, and the 1and is old and yields less, and the land revenue is
much increased : also there is little land for us, What can a man
do with only a few acresr’ He sat down amidst applause, and
others took up the tale. Feeling was strong and only partially
aliayed by the announcement of the remission on cotton, which here
is one of the staple crops. Everyone demanded that Government
dues showid be greatly reduced, and no one gave a thought to the
consequences, Later on when they wete asked whether their
societies should not curail their loans owing to the great rise in the
value of thie rupee and the consequent difficulty of repayment, there
was a babel of voices. * Now more than ever do we require money ;
the money-lender will not lend, and bow else shall we pay the land
revenue 7 ' The rural conscience, as an Italian writer calls it, has

An open air
meating
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nol yet been awakened, and thers was not even the elementary
kisowledge of rural econowics which 1may now be found amongst
intelligent co-operators in the central Punjub. Yet some of the
scattered seed fell upon good ground, and at the close of the meeting
a number asked the Inspector to come to their weddings and help
them to cut down expenditure. The appearance at this point of a
photographer summoned from Sargodha turned our minds from
economy to its great enemmy—vanity ; and since ’tis vanity that
makes the world akin, the cynic shail be silent.

17 December —Chokera to Sargodha (10 wmiles)

We spent over two hours in a village colonized by Rajputs
from Rawalpindi and Jhelum, and by Bhattis from Gujranwala.
. N Seven ex-soldiers were present. Though the land
iﬁ;:ﬁl‘““ 4 they held in the village had been given them by
Goverament in reward for their services, they were
not very enthusiastic about military service. Work was heavier
than it used to be, parades were many, and there was much digging ;
also, tiil prices fell, living was difficult. An average! of four annas
a day had to be spent: an anna mormng and evening for milk ;
ball an anna on barber, soap, and washerman; another half
anna on polish for boots and butrons, etec, and an wma lor
clothes. Now with low prices-—it was refreshing to meel someone
who liked them--service was well paid, but it was very shoit,
only five years, after which it was difficult to get work. Tlus
complaint is genewl? The other need not be taken very seriously,
as the prosperity of the soldier family is one of the most striking
teatures of ihe Punjab landscape.

1 asked whether the ex-soldier made a good cultivaior, A
sturdy peasant from Gujranwala said emnphatically— No. He
weeps at the work. We work day and night, the whole iamily of
us : but he gives his land out, dividing the produce, In the army
he Dbecomes “ genielman ”, wears fine ciothes, and has a flounce
{twrra) to lus puggaree.” ‘I at least am as good as any zemindar,’
said one of the soldiers with pechaps less than a soldier’s modesty.
' Then drive your plough against mine. What soldier can fast as
wecan? We have only two squares, but the soldiers have received
three.” The implication that the army made the soldier extravagant
was challenged, and after discussion it was agreed that he had a
better idea of the use of money and was tluiftier than the zemindar,
but took things more easily with plough and sickle. Of the seven

T The sepoy gets his rations and need not spend wmeore than four or fivs

rupees a month on extras vut of his pay of Rs, 16 pm.
2 The peiiod was shortly afterwards extended to seven years.
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soldicis present onlty twn cultivate therr land thewselves and of the
fourteen in the village only one has an improved type of plough
(a Menton), wiereas five members of the bank have two each and
four have harrows as well.
Continuing our march we had in view a shoit isolated line of
hills called Kirdna, more ancient than Himdlya itself. Arid and
. jagged, their ' splintered pinnacics * pomt a finger of
E’;;fjé warnmng to the fertile plain below them. Thoe
warning is needed, for, as we saw last week, canals
may ultimately bring death to the land. Thirty years agn (he
water in this tract lay 50 Lo 70 feet below the surface. Now it is a
mere 10 to 30 feet, and it is still rising. in the neighbouring colony
of Phélia (Gujrat) it rose 40 feet in {en years—irom 69 feet down to
26X From many villages in both colonies comes the complaint that
land is slowly gomg out ot cultivation, and in Phalia alone nearly
25,000 acres are water-logged. So serious is the sitnation that
Government has puilt a numper of drains, one %3 miles long and
10 to 12 feet wide, to draw off the surplus water.* Many thousand
acres have been reclaimed, but the iand 1s now hard as wwon and to
bring 1l under cultivation again requires strong ploughs and good
puilocks ; also deiermined cultivators, with sufficient capital 1o
purchase both.3
That good crops can be grown where these conditions are
present is shown by a Khatry,* who, ihough a non-agriculturist, is
tarming a good slice of this land with success. He hag managea even
1o grow cane upon it. When 1 emered the courtvard of his honse,
the air was full of the sweel apperizing smell of the gur thar was
being made from ils sleaming juice. It was steaming from the
cane-stalk fire below it, which a musalli fed, and an old peasant sat
comiortably by gentlly stirring it m its large shallow pan with a
woouden stick. Peasant and musalli each got {hree pounds of gur
out of every 823 made. NNo need for cash here. By thewr side sal
one even humbiler, smoking his hugqa in the sunshine. ~ And what
does he do ? ’ 1 asked. “ In the hot weather,” said the Khatri, ‘ he

T Gufrad Seltlement Bpt (z930), 5.

2 Cf, p, x2. In 1932 there was no appraciable rise in the water table
between the Ravi and the Jhelum ; more dramage projects are consequently
contemplated (Land Revenue Adwan. Rpt (1g32), 1€).

3 ° Affer the rpmoval of the eurplus water there rarnaime 7 (says tha Depaly
Commissioner, Shahpur) ‘ a very big problem indesd—the maoklem of bringing
under the plough the land which was water-logged,’ and ‘ even o proprietary
areas, where there 18 no hope of exchange, zemindars are slow to resume
cultivation ' (Pungab Colonies Rpi. (1032). 32).

4 The Khatii s 2 village money-lender, shopkeeper, and grain-desler,
all in one, see Peasani, 186,

5 See p. 266.
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pulls my punkan ; in the coid he sits here.” 1n lndia, poverty has
its compenseiions; but to obtain them cne must not live in the
town. ‘ Which do yoa prefer ? * I asked the Khatri, who had once
been engaged in business in Rawalpindi, Without hesitation he
replied : * The country, though new T make orly o few hundred
rupecs. Here there is health and contentment.’

1§ December.—Sargedha to Bhalwdl (20 miles)

It is impossible Lo march through this district without becoiming
aware of its landlords, particulaily of the two great famiies of
A . Tiwdna and Nocn, who inclade some of the best and

r, . . - .

s T most progrossive landowrers in the provinces  Their

ancestral demesnes lie off our route in the non-colony
part of the district, but they have their colony eslates, where they
breed horses for the army ; and this they do uncorninonly well, for,
unitike the peasant colonist from the central Punjab, the Tiwina of
the western marches is a born horseman and accustomed to saddle
znd spear from nis earliest youth. One of their villages lies between
Sarghoda. and Bhalwal, and it shows what a young well educated
landlord® can do to develop his iand when he is not in debt and
capital is available. Thc Malik's grear advamage is thiat the whoie
village belengs 1o his family and that his word is law. He has lined
the watercourses that thread his fields with 2,000 young mango
trees, the oidest of which, planted six or seven years ago, atc alreacty
bearmg, They stand 20 fect apart and arc watered and tended by
the tenants conceincd, whe get toree-fifths of the proceeds. Both
pardes are therefore inerested in vhe experiment. In spite of this
casunities are heavy @ about a thitd of the yoang plants come {o
grief in the fieid, and many wnore in ihe nursery. The Malik itied
the same experiment m a village nearer the Jhelum, but a flood came,
ihe water table rose, and the young roots rotted and died. Such
experitnents can be maae only by a landlord, and one could wish
ihat more were nade. But most landlords are in debt,’ and an
indebted landlord is like a Persiun wheei with Lroken pots: the
wheel goes round and round and the pois go up and down, but they

I Colonel Nawab Malik Sir Umar Hayat Khan, G.BE, K.CTE, ADC,
lately Member of the Council of India, belongs to the Tiwéna clan and
is ii5 most distinguished member. TlLe Noon Jjammly is seen at its best in
Khtan Babadur Malik Tateb hanm, who in different capacities. and now
as Deputy Registrar, has been associated with the Co-operative Movement
almost since ifs incepuion and nas tarpughout played a vital part in us
developmert.

2 A son of Sir Umar Hayat Khan, )

5 My enquirtes suggest thal amongst landlords wilh over 3joo acres
ibree out of four are in debt. In the district there ave 124 who pay Rs. 750
or more in land 12venus ur have as much assigned to them. Rs. 750 would
be payable on about 200 acres of canal-irrigated land.
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leak or comce up emply, and the land round the well hears only halt
the crop it might  This is onc reason wlhy this colony has a wuch
less developed leok than Lyallpar, I Lyallpur, the orange tree is
widely established and the orchard garden a familiar sight ; but
here hardly even one is ssen on a march, In the mad emulation
of man wilh man, family with family, the colonisi, following the
neighbouring landlord, has preferred to deck his wife and daughter
with jewellery rather than his trees with oranges.

If one would taste the full beauty of the open plain one should
ride either at dawn or at sunset, for then the empty horizon becomes
alive with colour, at dawn with cnimson turning to
amber, at sunset with yellow turning to erimson, and
both with the tenderuess of a flower in its first bioom. To-day I
was :iding late and came upon a field of sugar-cane, where half a
dozen figures i white were crushing cane w.th the crimson sky
behind them. T stopped, and at once they uncovered a pan and
brought me ahanaful of the warm gur* beloved of horse and peasant.
The air rang with joymul satisfaction that i had come on horseback.
"We can do the Sultanate homage, and you wili know our stale,
and we can talk with you. We heard you were enguiring about the
peasants.” A little further on, though it was almost dark, a line of
peasants were patiently awailing my coming. * Your foeot bring
blessing,” said their spokesman, & middle-aged man with shining
eyes and a beard as red as the sunsel, * Why arc you waiting ¢ *

‘' We have complaints, great complainis. Our village is water-
logged, Our very houses are faliing. ‘We have lost 400 bighas (200
acres) * the canal has done us evil. Let us be given jand elsewhere.’

I 10de on speculating whether this could be done, and as the
twilight deepened, two horsemen disappeared across the piain,
leaving behind them a streatn ot white dust, which drifted like incense
towards the west, which stil glowed,

On ke ma-ck

20 December—-Bhalwil

The little market town of Bhalwdl is a pleasant place 1o halt at ;
it has a commodious rest house, and round it is a garden fuil of roses
and orange trees, the latier with their sunset-coloured fruit and
jade green foliage taintly remuniscent of the fairy tale’s enchantment.
In the evening I inspected two banks in a suburb of the market, one
of zetmindars and tenants, the other of village servants. A zemindar
who has matrculared acts as Honorary Secretary of the iatter, and
there would be more Lo be said for zemindars matriculating if they
often did this kind of thing,

t Unreficed sugar.
# Ty this district two bighas make an asve,



THE DFFECT OIF A MARKET %7
Over torty peasants were present, and all sat on the ground m
the smail open courtyard where our meeting was. The twenty-five
mewmbers of the zemindars’ bank were Wahraich Jats
from Jhelum. In nineteen years they have accumu-
lated Rs. 8.coc in undistributed profit and reserve
But the interesting thing about them was the effect on their lives of
being near a small but active markel. Yesterday, for exaniple, they
sold their cotton (6oo maunds) collectively to the Zemindars’
Trading Company, thereby escaping the numerous irritating pctty
charges of the commission agent and the markei : and they have
done this with their cotton (but not iheir wieat) for tihe last four
years. Moreover, unlike other villages visited this month, they
have a number of improved implements. Twelve of those present
have Meston piloughs, and many have ‘ kharif drills . One even
has a bat bairow. Seed of improved types, Punjab 84 for wheat
and Coimbatore 223 for cane, is obtamned from the Agricultural
Deparument, and in the last four years, taught by two Arain tenants,
a dozen have learnt to grow vegetables. But so little now can be
got for them that they meditate giving them up. * Look,” they said,
pointing to a cart laden with cauliflowers, ‘ that fetches only five
or six rupees, and last year each cauliflower sold for two pice.™
Growing vegetables and paunda cane, the cane that is dearest to
the chewer, they see manure in a new light, Dung-cakes were used
in cvery house, as is stili the case in most of 1the district, but to-day
seven said that they had aimost entirely given them up and used
cotton slalks, elc., instead, Nine members have joined together 1o
puy the markel refuse. Before they grew paunda cane, il sold lor
only Rs. 10, and six years ago, when prices were at their highest,
it {fetched Rs. 1,300,  Even now it fetches Rs. 7oo.  Its distribution
amongst ihe nine purchasers is simplicily iwseif: eaci gets it for
a montli, and 1 the three odd monibs it goes to those who pay more,
* The zemindars cannot be saved unless God saves theim,’ said
a member, when we were considering how o improve iheir con-
artion. And he added bitterly: * Government has
Jougress and  withdrawn i1s money, and no one buys our produce.
?Et;(alsl:;%gﬁler- Cougress has stopped irade, and Govermnent_hvas done
ence this to pumish them. Preity crude politics but
widely heid. For the moment Congress, o1 ‘Canglress-
Mangress ’ as many call it contemptuoasly, is the Musiim peasant’s
béte moire, and 1 hear many unsolicited and not over-enlightened
comments on the baneful effect of its policy of boycott upon the
economics of the village. Made to please the Sahib, some will
say; but twenty-six years’ service in a country attunes the ear
T About 4d.

The effect of
a market
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10 the ditference helween whal is said with the lips andd what iy said
from the hearl. Not that what is said Jrom the hewrt is necossatdiy
right. Alas for the human heart, No. Such indeed was the case
here: for though ‘civil disobedience’ has not been without ils
economic effect, it is s nothirg to the effoct of the world slump.* The
significance of the remark is that it was made and believed, and that
to-day, owing to the proximity of the market, we were in a morc
intelligent atmosphere than usual. Xight out of the twenly-five
members were literate ; three had read up to the middle standard,
and one is at college. Yet of the forty-two present only three had
even heard of the Round Table Conference.® The matricuiate
Secrelary merely knew that a conference was going on m England
and that it was ‘for the advantage of the country . Anotler
commented : * Big big men (wore motz adme) have gone theic for
their advantage; for us wretches there is trouble Only the
Secretary of the zemindars’ bank had any idea of what the Con-
ference was about: ‘Some say Hmdustan should manage its
affarrs ; others that it is impessible : they are having a meeting to
discuss it.’

This ignorance is general in the village and is que to the fact
that so few i1cad a newspaper. In ibis village, for instance, there
are only two. *~ 'What do the poor wretches know of
ihe Confercnce ? * exclaimed one of my visitors in the
last district. “ All they think of 1s how 1o il their belhes.”? An
educated zemindar who was recently with me thinks that the peasant
is wise not to take an mterest m politics, for olherwise he will do
loss work and quarrel more’. He said 1hat in last September’s
election for ihe provincial Council all voted according Lo uheir wribe,
and that only chose went to the poll who were taken in lorries. In
one case (not in this district), the two rival candidates are said
to have tossed, and the toss was won by a man who had
squandered his father's substance m riotous lving. 1 recenlly
asked a number of peasants whether they had voted at this election,
Their reply was typical: ‘ The zaiidar 1old us to voie for Umar D
{an Aiain like 1he zaildar) and we gave mm our vote” I then
enquired what the Council did for them. °Tf we want somethmg,
we teli the Council-wala, and the Councii will beg of the Sirkar.’
These people had a glimmering of the meaning of parliamentary
government, but raost have none and would much rather beg of
the Sirkar themsclves. Asnearly everyone votes according to tribe
ar religion, elections stir up a cloud of communal dust, but the

Tlections

T In the sumimer of 1930 ' cavil disobedience® was at its worat,
z The first Round Table Conference mel in London in Novamber 1930
1 Cf. Rusticus, 106.
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peasant js not a political animal and generally (not always)® the dust
soon sewles® I, however, he clectoi gains licile from an elecdon
but & breath of exciteinent and faction, the successful candidaie ai
least benefits in outlook by exchanging village for provincial politics.
The effccts are sometimes curivus. A bank president tells me that
when he was elected he gave up having a pir.  * My election taught
me what my 1ighis were.’ But such knowledge 1s usuaily purchased
dear. Rs, 10,000 is no uncommon price to pay for election, and
sums twice and even thrice as laige are not infrequently mentioned,
where personal rivalry is keen and puises deep.s

21 Docesnber (Sursay).—DBhalwil to Bheva (15 miles)

To-day we spent three hours at a village near Bhalwil with
thirty-fonr cultivators and a number oi schoolmasters, who had
collected for the weckiy meeting of their co-operative
Thriit Society. The level of intelligence was much
the same as yesterday, and the only newspaner that comes to the
village is a periodical {aken in by the schoolmaster# Iive had
heard ot the Round Table Conference, but all they knew about il
was that ‘leaders had gone to London to ask tor power (hakumal),
and thal each community wanied power for itseif. ‘ We have
heard,” said a Musiim, ‘ that the Hindus want the 1and and would
become King.” More was known about the adininisiration, and the
different rungs in the official hierarchy, exccutive and judicial, were
correctly stated except tor a slight to the Financial Commissioners,
who were ignobly placed under the Sessions Judge, But—significant
omission—In naming cveryone trom patwari to King, no one
mentioned the Miuisters.  When I asked who they were, they saia :
* They are made by our votes, we have no kuowledge what they do,
nor why they are made . cveryone is for himseli”  They mentioned
two by name, and knew that vne was for education and the other
for revenue. ‘ The Maliks (the big landlords ct the district—oue is
a Minister) gain, not we : they exist for their advantage, not ours,’

We passed on to Mr, Gancahi, -~ We know nis name, but we
have no certain knowiedge of what he teaches; we have not seen
.’

‘Many,’ 1 said. ‘ see him as a saint.’

"Iihe1sa saint,’ commented asceplic, recalling ithose who wanted
a sign from one greater than Mr. Gandni, ‘ let hun: put right our
water-logging and owm prices.” (Water-iogging 1s bad m the village.)

T Cf. Rusticus, 22,

z Cf. ibid., 63, 211, 27I.

3 Cf. ibid., zr2.

4 Ten of the thirty-four cultivators were illiterste, and thrce bad been
through the Middle School.

Politics

Mr, Gandhi
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¢When Gandhi’s name is gpelen,” said another,  we ars silent
he thinks ot his advaniage, not of ours @ it ds his doing that veding
is stopped.”  This is nou fair to Mr. Gandhi nar csonmnd economics bud
typical Muslim peasant talk. As to Mr. Gandhi’s ideas aboul
spinning, it was said: ‘ For men it is hupossible: {rom gencration
to generation they have not done it, and they have no time.’

The peasant is very sour about the fall in prices. lle usual
effects were mentioned, Firstly, expenditure on marriages had
fallen enormously. One member in marrying his son
eight years ago spent Ks. 3,000 to 4,000, but only
Rs. 50 when he re-marricd him recently, nis wife
peing dead ; and yesterday a bridegroom had set out with a marriage
party of only five instead of the usual hundred ', Secondiy, like
yesterday's Jats, they are combining to sell their cotton to a local
mill and cut out the commission agent aitogether, They have been
Jriven to this by the action of the agents lasi summer. The agents
sold their wheat for them and, instead of handing over the proceeds,
applied them to the repayment of lheir loans and then refused to
advance them anything more for their Government dues, uniess
they pawned their jecwellery.

Thirdly, rates of interest have gone up. The cuslomary rate
when jewellory was pawned used to be 12 per cent (occasionaliy g),
but now it is 15 or 184, and even 24 per cent iz charged. In five
cases given me lo-day ihe rate was 15 per centi in two, 8% in two
more, and 24 per cenl in the fifth. fIn the first two cases the rate
was low, because the borrower sold his grain through the lender,
and in the last case high, because the amouni of jewcilery pawned
was considered inadequare, All my informants agree that jeweilory
has been frecly used in the last six monihs to replenish resources,
mainly for the payment of Governmeat ducs, and ihat much more
has been pawned than sold, ‘God has got it pawned,” was ihe
answer to a question why this was so. Fatalism could nol go
further. Some goidsmiths I met last week said that the peasant
began to part with his jewellery eighteen months ago ana tnat ne
has only 25 per cent left. Others consuited put the percentage at
25 or 30, and no one at more than 50, but such estimates are perforce
the merest guesses, Meanwhile, recovery from the peasant is so
difficult that loans without security, commonest of all before, have
almost ceased, Sops hiave to be given to old clieuts to keep them
in a good temper ; otherwise loans are made against only jewellery,
or land. * They will not even give us the fare to our homes, sad
an ndignuane colonist, and 1n India family ties are so strong that to
the colonist 1u be unable to 1aise money for the journey to the home
village is a complete example of shattered credir.

Effects of the
fsll in prices
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All along our route I find an indifference to politics and a
keenncss for educatici, Vesterday when I asked the gathering
. what were Lhe advantages of going to school, tongues
fliui):zt;g:n:\nd were unloosed. ‘ With education one can measure
the land, understand accounts, perhaps gel service,’
said a tenant. One becomes a human being; one does not eat
fraud,” added an older member who had read in the Primary school.
Then quouing Saadri: ‘ Without knowledge one cannot iecognize
God.’

* Which is the greatest advantage of ali 7 ' 1 asked.

‘He who reads may take part in the assembly {#las) oi a
king.’ )

Another less ambitious said: ‘ He knows how to rise aud sit
down, and he can get service,” In the same modest spirit did
Solomon exclaim in his famous prayer : ‘Iam but a child : I know
not how to go out or come in,'*

‘ Some say,” I continued, ‘ that education is not good for tnose
who cultivate.  What do you think ?’

‘ The man who can read and write knows what to do: lie cau
think and look at books.” Actually neither in this village nor in
to-day's coud I discover any material difference beiween the
educated and uneducated Ifarmer, ‘We are all the same,’ was
to-day’s verdict, and enqury showed that ii was substantiaily
correct : five of the seven who had Meston ploughs were literate,
and five of the six who had chafi-cutters were illilerate.

As a number ol schoolmagters were present, I asked them what
eftect education had upon the peasant. All agieed that the Primary
and Vernacular Miadle Courses had no bad effect, but that the
Angio-Vernacular Middie tended to dissociate him from the land,
and that the High School was worse.” ‘It is tne boycott of the
land,” said the president expiessively.’ To a quescdon, why the
boys do not help tleir patents in the fields during the hoilidays he
replied : ' Those in the Primary and Vernacalar Middle schiwols help :
in the other schools they have much home-work. Also Lheir parents
are 10 biame. When they go to school, they take toe much care
of them ; they look upon them with anxiery, and do not like them
to do anything which may make ihern fail in their examinarions.’
Some of those present said that boys wio had matiiculated could
not do farm work, but they admiited that il they set themselves toit,
they would develop the necessary strength m a year or so#

« Rirge i, 7
Ci. Rusticus. 180.

Cf ibid., 42, a6, 358.
Cf, ibid., Trr,

> W R oM
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In the village are Primary scheols for both boys and girls, hut

the girls' school, though <torted zeven years ago, has only twelve
papils against forty-live in the boys' school.  Another

Sohools ten ot twelve girls aze taught to 1cad the Koran in
Arabic at the mosque, withoui of cowse mderst anding one word of
the text. At the soldier village visited a few days ago' the some
thing was being done, and boys and girls were being taught togeiher.
T asked whether there was no objection. ' They arc chuldren @ when
they become mature (baligh), then without doubt it will be different.’
I then asked whether they would like to have a girls scnool.  Ves,
said the soldiers m a chorus ; but an old Bhatt: disagreed : * We do
not want our girls to learn English: there is no custom.” Ihus
roused a member of the younger generation : " He is 70 or 72 years
old: his words are nol good: he does not understand.” Of the
boys' school (only a Lowet Primary) there was but one opinion:
Our boys become wise (agimand) 1 their work., We have no cyes,
but they wiil be able to read the Khatr's account and the paiwari’s
papers. Much the same was said of the girls’ school yesterday.
‘ They get civilization ; they iearn to understand prort and loss;
and to look after their children; this is the most important of all,
At present our women are in darkness.” And indeed ihey are, for
in the whole disirict, rich as it once was in the days of high prices,
out of a tolal female population of 376,000 only 8,000 are literale
and 5,500 at school. As is the case everywhere, the hoys are lar
more congidered, and in about 150 small areas education for them is
compulsory. Yel even in tnese areas overa, third do not go to sc¢hool,

For schoolmasters, as for ail on fixed incomes, the fail in prices
15 4 Dlessing, and realizing this, the schoolmasiers present had

. wisely increased {heir monihiy contribuiions {o their
Efﬁf;{mstcrs Thritt Society., They contribute {rom one 1o five
rupees a month, and some of {hem a rupee or {wo
more for special objects. In two vears they have accumulated
Rs. 500 (now on deposit at 74 per cent), wnich is a respectable sum
for men on only Rs, 25 a month {£22 10s. a year).* They all came
from village schools within a radius oi six miles and meet in this way
ance & inonih on Sundays.

Leaving the canal colony behind us, we crossed the northern
branch of the Lower Jheium Canal, its water a jade green, showing
Bheza that we are not far from the ulls, whence only such

water can flow m these plains of mud, clay and sand.
Hills indeed we saw, not the mighry Himaiyas but the long

T D25
¢ In 4 small village in Scotland the schoolmistrese gets fevs {(hovse rent
£x5) a year (rg34).
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flat-topped ridge of the Salt Range, which strelches over roo miles
westwards fiorn the Tlimdlyas, like the gieel wall of Chive dividing
the 1ugged mowlands of the north from the vast Punjab plain.
As we sighted it, we entered the wide open riverain of the Jhelwm.
Dust lay a fost deep on the road and ross round the passing lorries
like surf. In places the sand was so deep that slrips of brick
causeway had been sunik in it to help movors throogh. The sun was
far down in the west when we approached Bhera—an imposing
little town of 20,000 inhabitants, with cight stately gateways built
over sixty years ago by a Deputy Commissioner, whose name
(Captam W. G. Davies)" is still remembered ; and most ancient it
looked after the upstart market towns of the canal colony. Famous
for 1ts henna dye and its craftsinen, cunming workers in wood, iron,
and stone, it owed its affluence in pre-1ailway days to its position
on the Jhelum, then an important highway., Such prosperity as it
has at present is due largely to many of its soxs having done well in
Govetnment service. The surroundings are beautiful, so beautiful
that they once made Thorburn? exciaim in famous Persian quolation
~-' If there 1s a paradise on earth, it is this, it is this, it is1h1s.’> Bui
now the cily is torn by faction, its lanes are iilthy, its diains full of
stagnant water, and its Municipal Committee haif baniciapt, and so
rotten is its state thal one of its retired officials exciaiwied in parody :
“ If there is a wicked city on earth, it is this, it 13 {his, 1t is this.”
Sipping iea 1n the garden of the old rest house. the © wicked
aty * out of sight, one felt that Thorburn was right, A Persian
wheei crooned plaintively by the well, the doves cooed
as only Indian doves cou, und the setiing sun pierced
the juugle ol pahn tree, banyan, and cactus with
spears of light. The canal colony with ils i1eclangular tields, its
straight roads, its inferininable avenues of shisham trees, and s
trim four-coruered villages speaks of a new order of things, But
this was the old India—mmelodious, plamtive, prodigal, prickly, abuve
all warm-hearted. The rest house is in keeping. Iis two cenlre
rooms (26 feet by 10) are spacious envugh for a durbar, and in eacl
stands a looking-glass of regal proportions supported, in charactaris-
tic eastern fashion, by a table with alt the look of the under-dog ;
and hung above the maxutelpiece, m solitary state, is a large plan of
the rest house. * Know thyself, it seems to say; ‘ know how iarge

A rast houze
and its garden

T Depowy Commisgiener 13627,
2 The late Mr. 8. 8, Thorburn, C.8.1.. author of Mussalmans and Mcnay-
lenders in the Punjab, ctc.
3 Agar firdaus dar yu-e faininast
Howpunst « hawminast o hawinast.
4 Tn the past, 100, Bhera vsed to be ‘ noforious for its factiousness and
pseudo-religions animosities ’ (Shahpur Gaszetiser (1913,) 291).
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yet hure inou art.”  HRest house and garden belong Lo an age that is
passing . sure sign of this—the stobleg are o hieap of ruing,

22 Decenber—Bhera to Lilla (12 miles)

The day began w.ih the inspection of a small society of tailors.
There arc about 200 in Bhera, nearly all Muslim, and twenty-eight
have joined the ‘bank’, Seventeen were present,
Tallors and  anq, the tailor being nimble of wit as of hand, we had
the fall in . .y
prices animated talk, All are working independently, and
six have apprentices. A year ago, before the slump,
they were doing well, and eleven were earning over Ks. 650 a year,
and one, thanks to a brother and three apprentices, Rs. 1,000.F
They bore out what we have heard in several villages, that bomespun
was now more freely worn. I asked them how they knew this.
* We take the wool for our quilts to the oil-presser to be carded, and
nowadays he tells us~—1I am very busy, you must wait.” 1 had
to wait twenty-two days,’ said one tailor, ‘ and I went to him daily.’
The change began five months ago with the fail in prices and the
Congress hoycott of foreign cioth. One resuir, and we have heard
this all along our rotte, 1s that much more spinning is done in both
town and village ;* another, that the {ailor earns less. Ifor sewing
bomespun they cannot charge more than three or lour annas a yard
as the marerial itselr does not cost more ilian ten annas a yard,
For mill-rnade cloth they can charge twice as much, and for making
up sitks—now litile worn—they go up to Rs. 2 a yard, More cosily
fabrics, too, mean more elaborate clothes : for exarapie, a shirt with
collar, culls, and buttons inslead of the country shirt, which at 1nost
requires only a collax, And the country shirt is so simpie that it
can be made up at home ; but the more elaborate and closer fitting
modern shirt needs an expert nand to cut it out and macnme it.
So too with the peasant’s bedding. A quili made of mill-made cloth
must be machined, but an ordiuary quilt can be just stufied with
cotton or wool.
It is rave to find a peasant steadily depositing small sums of
surplus money with a bank, but several ot these tailors were doing
. tnis in sums of a few annas to a rupee. 1t is certainly
éﬂt'f;“fw easier to do it when income comes dribbling in from
day to day instead of ftom harvest to harvest, and
necessary, too, for one who works with a costly machine if he would
* The figures given me at the meeting were 50 per cent higher, I have
reduced them as there is a strong temdency on the part of the members of

credit socleties ¢ exaggeiate their lucomes sn crder to have thelr fuaximum
credit limnits pitched as high as possible (vrg31).

2 This apphes to other parts of Indin as well see Mr, Gandlu s article in
Young India, 3o April 1931,
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keep oul of debl. One {ailor told us that before the days of Lhe
bank, whea Lis vrachine was beginuning Lo wear out, e bought a
money-box and, having locked it, he threw the key down a well
thatl he might be under no temptation Lo open the box. ILvery day
he slipped an anna or two into it, and on lucky days a silver piece.
Two years passed, and he reckoned that he must have saved the
Rs. go required for a new machine. e opened the box and found
Rs.93. By this simpie means he saved himseul a debt of Rs. oo (63
per cent ‘discount * wounld have been deducted) and interest at 25
per cent. And here is another case, Till prices fell a Musiim dyer
{met clsewhere) used every day to put aside an anna for his son and
another for his daughter against the day of their marriage. When
the money-boxes were opened, he found Rs, 80 in the one and
Ks. 125 in the other, a sum which represented five and a half years’
steady saving. ‘ Meritorious is smali expense ana smail accumula-
t1on,'? is what Asoka wrote on India’s rock over 2,000 years ago,
and if only the peasant would seek merit in this way, saving, instead
of borrowing, to spend, the face of raral India would soon be
changed.?

I'ew are the sewing machines in the village, but in Bhera there

are over 100. They arc becoming the stand~by of the Hindu widow,
) Many earn their living with them io the tanors’ 1oss.
§2;§fg;‘l“ilcs The local girls” school is also a rival, Tor it has done
much to improve the sewing, embroidery, and crochet

work of the girls of the town. They showed me specimens with
uticonceaied wdnuration, but complained that all this competition
had reduced their incuine by four or five annas in the rupee. How
were ithey meeting thist  ‘ Two, iwo and a half months ago we had
ameeting of the brotherhood (biradari)® of cur ward—each ward has
its own—and appointed & panchayat of five good men to fx what
each tamily should spend on their muitiages and funerals. No
fixed rule was laid down, as circumstances vary.” Three marriages
have iakew place since, and in one case a member said he spent only
Rs, 300 in marrying his son instead of Rs. 1,000, which he must
have done before. Another marriage is about to take place, and
1t has been arranged {hat only those who take part in the marriage
procession, and not the whole brotherhood, shall be feasted. In the
viliage the mdigenous panchayat survives only in the south-east
with any vigour, but amongst the humbler castes of the town it

* Asokq . Carmichael Lectutres by Dir. Boandarkar, 275 (quoted Tndian
Journal of Esonowmics, val viil, part 2).
2 Some peasarts do it al-eady: see Ruskicus, 257.

3 Brotherhood is a literal {ranslation of this common word; the tie
is relationship not religion.
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still thrives. Those tailors have had one for years and so suceess{ul
1s it that no one goes to court.,

The sun was high when we left Bhera, and hot when we ploughed
our way through the heavy sands which betvkened our approach to
the Jhelum. Before a4» rose, no longer -hadowy, the long oblong
mass of the Salt Range, bare as a skeleton, stiff as a corpse, its face
splashed with red, symbolic of the blood 1hat flows so treely amongst
those who live in its uplands. This was the red of the salt which
gives the hills their name. The Jhelum, like all Punjab rivers in
the cold weather except the unharnessed Indus, was a mere wraith
of its summer self, but beautiful, as all running water 1s on these dry
thirsty plains ; and as we splashed through its clear shallow stream,
tne sunlight spun a thousand fairy ares and rings on its sparkling
surface. We were hardly on to the white sand beyond when men
of jheium cantered up to grect us, and with many reciprocated good
wishes for Christmag and the New Year, 1 bade good-bye to the
men of Shahpur and entered Jnelum and the northern Punjab.



CuarTER IIY
THE SALT RANGE!

RECONSTRUCTION*~FEUD AND FACTION—THE SOLDIER AT
HomEe

THE river Jhelum, the ‘ fabulosus Hydaspes’ of Horace? and the
scene of Alexander’s victory over Porus, is the most northerly
of the five rivers that give the Punjab its name and is a real
boundary. It marks the end of the great plain whichh begins far
south of Delhi, and beyond it live Muslim tribes who have more
affinity with those of ceniral Asia than with India’s prolific races.
Braced by a colder climate and grudgingly fed by a dry rocky soil,
they are the most virile and martial peasantiy in India, Soull of
the Jhelum, men's sport is the theft of cattle, here 1t is the murder
of enemies. And lhere can, be no doubt thal the murderet 1s 1n01e
altractive than the tmef. ' A murderer' is often a good man,
a thief generaily a bad,” an eXperienced magistraie once said {o me
of these parts, The thief is a limid shifuy feliow, « inan of smiles
and wiles ; bui themurderer, having a more pagsionate wemperament,
is bolder, siraighter, simpler, and. when disciphned by military
service, makes a first rale soldier.

Lilla is a wwulet of 7,000 inhabitants and stands on the open
Plain « {ew miies iromn the base of die Balt Range. | was ahead ol
my three camels—this wus ow first day with tlus
majestic bul leisurely means of transport—and I
settled down lor a ialk wilh twu Muslim veierans,
one a humorous, loquacious Captain who had seen much service
in Irak anud Kurdistan, the other a matter-oi-fact but quick-lem-
pered Risaldart who had served in masi Africa.  They had a great
deal 10 say about Mr. F. L. Brayue's villuge campaign, starled
a year ago when he came to this districi as Depuly Comunissioner.3
The Captain had become a life member of soine * uplifl ' organization
at a cost of Rs. T00. The other had got off more lightly with only

My, Bravac's
campaign

¥ Rainfall 22 inches (eastern Lalf).

2 1hs word is gradually displacing the odious word ‘ uplft’, which,
howaver, is still frecly used in the Rapori on the Prugiess of Edusation ia lhe
Funjcb for 13323

3 Odes iii, 6.

4 A cavalry officer,

5 For an account of his earier campaign in Gurgavs, see Rustious,
chapter v,
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Rs. 0. Deen so, he spoke with feeling @ “8ly ponaion s oaly
Rs. 34 : the Caplain Sahib’s is Re 270 Ther the Captain had
subsciibed ww a prize fund, and {ucther subscriptions were spoken of.
They laughed good-humouredly at all this, bul il was the langhtor of
men drenched in an unexpected ehower.  They mentioned the many
things {or which money was nceded, and when they came to the
Joud-speaker, which cost Rs 3,200, the Risaldar exclammed, throwing
up a dark but emphatic hand: ‘That a1 least is nol required.’

Nor did he like the manure pit, one of which I noticed empty
on the pioperty of some retwed official as I entered the town
" 1t takes 2 man six days, probably more, to dig, and we have to pay
a man eight annas a day 1o doit. Our fabourers won't do it, Itis
not our work, they say. Nor do we need manure on our land here.
There 15 too little ramn, and it heats the 1and, and the crop withers.’™
But the Captain had absorbed miore of the new teaching ‘It is, of
course, a good thing,” he said, ‘ to put all the dirl and refuse into
a pit, and Brayne Sahtb says we must use il as a latrme ; and, it is
true, sume people here relieve themselves in the lanes.” Then,
taking a wider view : " There is no doubt the Sahib s ideas are good
and what he tells us is wue. Our villages are dirty and our health
is bad and we are not educated. Bul the people are ignorant and
lazy. Tncy are so ignorant that they do not see that these things
arc good, and they are too lazy io be willng lo dig pits.  Fere
the land is rain jand and when the ploughing and 1he sowing are
done, there is nothing more to do Ll the culting. They work lor
three months and are idie for nine. ‘They are very lazy.’

The Captain took up the tale again. “The Sahib aslks us—do
ine people think 1 ami mad ?  (Loud laughter al this idea.) We say
to him—the people must have thoughl( Moses mad, and ceriainly
they thought Mubammad Sahib mad when he told them their
idols weie of earth and shoutd nov be worslupped, Then people
regarded tnm as a prophet.

* And whal else is the Sahub doing ¢’

‘He says girls must not wear even eartings, But say the
people, it our girls do not wear them, how shall we know they are
not boys?’ Whereat the Risaldar related with gusto that in

' Bast Africa he had seen men and women gomg about naked, and
when remonstrated with they said : ‘ You wear clothes, but how
can you 1ell who is man and who 1s woman 7' ¢ The Sahib said,’
he continued, * buy mosquito curtains mstead of jewellery. Jjewel-
lexy does you no good. A thousana curtains were ordered, but if
& persen buys one, his neighbows say—' He has made himseif

¥ CE " Tu these dry and thissty sols manure 13 s2id to burn »p the crop’
(Charwat {fhelum} Assess. Rpt. (18g8), o).
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a Nawab "*—eand averyone laughs at him. The people are very
ignorant.” The Risaldar was quite sure that it would all end when
Mr. Brayne was wransferred. ‘ So it always is. There was B . . .
Sahib : his passion was rvoads, nothing but roads: we all made
roads, Much money was spent here in ecllecting stones to make
a big road ; but he was transferred, and the metal was auctioned
for nothing, and no one thought any more aboul roads. When
the Deputy Commissioner says a door must be opened, we all
throw curselves against itr, because we want to pleasc him; not
because it 15 in our hearts to do this, It will only last i1 1f 1s in
people’s hearts, and this 1s not in their hearts.’

How is it 1o be put into their hearts ? That is the question.?

il was now evening, and from the plain around us arosc waves
of dust made by the shambling cattle trailing homewards. Beyoud
then the sun was setting in clouds, an angry sun, which made the
tulis look as if they had been steeped i1 bicod, But my camels had
arrived, and 1 sat hungrily down to a heiated 1neal by the fire.

23 December —Lilla to Sardii (10 males)

I breakfasted in the sun and shivered, so cold is it now. The
cattle, with Jean discoloured flanks, were geing out in search of
pasture. Here they do not remain at home in the
winter months as colony cattle do, for in this unirri-
gatcd country there is plenty of waste : al present,
indeed, there is little else but the stones and salt washed down from
the hilis. This means a hard Iife for the cattle but, though small
and thin, they ae inured to hardships which would kill more showy
beasts, And man must be Lardy too, for haivests are as uncertain
as the hand ot God—two-thirds of a crop may be lost for want of
rain,3 the heat in summer is terrific, and water 1s as scaice as it is
bad. An official rells me that at a village near heie he saw uvvel
a bundred people struggling 1o draw waler from a small well, {he
only drinking supply in the viliage, aud the water was ‘ a toul liquid
Tull of mud and saii’. Yet this village was furtunaie to have
a well or its own, Many villages have uone and nen have Lo go
miles to find one.

There are {wo societies in Livla, and 70 of iheir z50 mem-
bers were present at my inspection. The six soldiers amongst
thetn were the only brighu spot. No one else was
literule, and the only improved Luplement in the
town was a Meston plough, whicl: oue of the societies had got thiree

>

Hardships of
man and beast

Admivistration

T A Muglim title signilying great position and weaith,
2 Cf. Rusticus, 48, 157.
8 The rainfall i3 only iz inobes.
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years azo as ain eaperimeul.  But T coutd not find Hmt atuyone had
used it, though a few had seon it For the st thme this yoar —
probably the result of M.. Draync's campaign--se iecicd wheat
seed (Punjab 8 A) was made available, and a few used it. One
member, the owner of 100 acres, knew 1he dillerent 1ungs of the
official ladder, though he did not know the King’s name. But whep
it came {o the Judicial, there was a long pause beforc anyone
(apart from .he ex-olficers) could remember who came above the
Scsstons Judge ; and no one knew how many Minislers there were.
Someone mentioned a Minister who hives acioss the jhelum, but
when asked what he did, merely said : ‘ He tours about tnc Punjab
like others.’” Of the other Ministers no one knew anything.
©  We set out at three to climb the hills to Sardhi, which stands
on the outer edge ot the Salt Range.  You will be late if you do
. not start at once,’ said the Captam: ‘it is:not
g‘:ﬁe‘ﬂ‘afég "¢ 3 road for the dark.’ He was right. . Xt is years
since I was on a worse. Across the few miles of
dwicing plain it was well enough, but when we entercd the narrow
gorge where the climb began, it became ail stones and bouliders,
and ine stones rang with the slithering and scraping of our horses'
shoes At the enirance to the gorge, a spot too desolate for anything
Du: the worship of God, was a shrine with a smali colony of stone
houses, where lived a pir and his saicllites. People come ihere,
appropriately, to be healed of sione, for tne cure of which the stirine
has acquured fame. I thought this might De duc 10 some virtng in
the salt-red cliffs above ; but, said my Inspector, * people come not
1o drmk but to salaam.’

The hids around and above us were not so bare as they had
seerued from Laila but far more diabolic. And the road up them
was diabolically sleep. I got off my mare to relieve the strain,
and after chimbing a bil cast a furuve eye backwards to see how my
companion, an Indian colieague, was faring, He had dropped
behmd te a convenient distance and had mounted his pony again.
Catchmg my glance, he cnsmounted at once—such is the courtesy
of the East in the presence ot a supenor it a word shouted
down the hull brought him into the saddle agam, Catching me up,
he said apologetically : ‘ My weight is greater than yours,” and it
was indesd by nearly two stone. As we climbed higher, the hills
did not .grow less baze, but their grim cracked faces became alve.
The purple shadows of evening chased the sunlight up their siopes.
and as vhey did so the light grew radiant, and the cliffs above shone
as il they saw beyond the sunset. On their ouler edge, like crenelia-
twons on & fort, stoud the village of Sardhi. Inaccessible it secmed,
and to reach 1t the road passed through the living rock. On the



* By r%@n Sk Ivgpar o kL
Ame s v

LT

s e, SRS

i swiru oy
X J AT O

* COURTYARD T TUCIIHAL KALAN

fan m 14






INDIGENOUS CO-OPERATION 41

crest we pansed {0 look at the plain 1,500 feet below, but all we
could sec was the Jhelom faintly showing through the haze of dusk,
Beyond the crest lay ar entiiely new country of moor and field
stretching away to a far line of hills ; and on the edge of the moor,
by a solitary pipal tree ™ stocd the aged rest house that gives us
shelter for the night.

24 December—Sardhi w0 Kallar Kahdr (10 males)

A feeling of leisure to-dey, for the Christinas holidays have
begun, and for 1en days there will be no daily post-bag of files from
Tabore. T started breakfast on the terrace, but the
sun was no match for the north wind, and 1 was
driven in. After breakfast we strolled over to the
village to see how it did. The headman and a white-bearded
one-toothed veteran appeared. They showed us their mosque,
which the village had recently enlarged at a cost of Rs. 500, each
house contributing according to its means. lLabour, too. was
givin f1ee, so that only three artificers had to be paid.* There isno
co-operative society in the village, but much indigenous co-operation.
At a marriage everyone lends a hand: 1uel is coilected lromn ihe
hillside, beds are carried 1o the house of enveriainment, and waier
brought to tne barber and washerimans for ihe cooking. When
anyone dies, those who come to condole on lhe firsl day aie enter-
tained by the villuge, so that the bereaved may be left to their
mourning, aud neghbours dig the grave. At plough-time and at
harvest, if anyone has more work than he can manage, he is helped ;
also if timber has to be fetched for a new house or an old. 1n facl,
as the headmaun said: 'If there s any work a man cannot do
limself, we help him.’t Even when there is enmity, those who are
al feud help each uther, and speaking of thus, the veteran said:
“1f suy cueny asks me to help him, I do so with great willingness.’
My companicn, who was a iittle sceptical about this, subsequently
verified the point from an educated zemindar.

The curse of the distiict is faction. ‘A good quarrel to draw
emulons factions and bieed to death upon 5 is waat these virile
people Iove. My cowpanion, who knows the district
well, says thal not more than 25 per cent of its
villages are free of it, and most of them only because they are tco

Indigenous
co-operation

Faction

T Ficus veligiosa.

2 By ihe same excellent means the village church of Dalmeny (near
Edinburgh) has been restored 1o Hs ancieat bewuty.

3 According to local customs, he meskes xe helua, & compound of ficur,
clarified butter, and sugar.

4 So is it also in the remoter villages of the island of Mull,

5 Troilus and Cressida, i, 3, 79.
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small for rival pariies. In the rest il sunoulders, and in about
a ilhird it breaks out from time to time w dght wnd mueden,© |
asxed the velerai how things were in his youth.  * When T was
young,” he replied, * there was less faction ; then (here was more |
now again ihere is lcss. When I was young there was also less
falsehood ; now there is much cheating. But it is the wisdom
(skmat) of Allah. That therc was less slrife he artributed to
education and to greater severity in punishment. The improve-
ment began after the war. This opened men’s minds to the foliy
of always fighting with each other, ‘ We even kill a man because
he makes himself a Sardar (a gentleman at large) '—an allusion 1o
some murder of the past when democratic principles were more
forcibly upheld than they are now. The occasion, not the cause,
of this constant sirife is the comparative 1dieness of the people.
The tract depends mainly upon rain, and, as the rainfall is only
22 inches, the coltivation is necessarily of the simplest character
and leaves the peasant with litile to do from November to April,
from seed-time 1o harvest.? Fodder for the caitle has to be brought
in and chopped, and ‘ when that is done, we sil and smoke the
huqqa and plan the next fighl.” [ mentioned Mr. Gandhi and his
recipc for the idle peasani. To which the veteran answered :
The women spin, but the men have never done it and would never
do il. If we were to spin and weave, we shouid losc our 7zzedl
Tf Gandbi gives the order, we will never do it ; bur (hare the old
soldier’s seuse of discipline asserled ilseli) if the Sirkar orders, we

will”

At mid-day we set out on lool. Our path led us across the
open moorland, where the young wheal was sprouting in small
. lerraced fields. The tlerraces, wiich were supported
?g}i;e;r;%f by walis often many icet high, spoke of great labour,
but the cuitivation was of poor guality wudl we
approached Buchhal Kaldn, round which the fields had been
prepared and sown with care. Buchhal Kaldn is a large village
of 1,800 houses and is the first clcan village of any size that I have
seen in the Punjab. Some of the side lanes had their quota of
Tubbish and dirt. but the winding ways by which we threaded our
course through the straggling village were aimost spotless, and the
windowicss biscuit-coloured walis of the roud-plastered houses on

 Por the western half of the Salv Range, which lics in Shahpur and 1s
Awén country, an intelligent Awan gave me much the same fgures.
* Cf. Rusheus, I35, 149, L4
, 2 A yord for which there is ng precise English equisalent, deaoting
objectively, social positicn and eubjectively, amour-prapre It should be
noted as it is frequently used.
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either side were cleanly and smoothly leaped, and the many court-
varas of which we got glimpses were carcfully swept.

In rural life when anything speciaily good is found, there is
nearly always a personality 1o account for it. In this case it was
an enlightened and forceful Snbedar Seventy years and more
have passed over him, and a white beard now fringes his reddish-
vrown face. With close-set eyes, decided nose, thick but firm lips,
long strong angers and thin wrists, he suggested one of the dour old
Rabbis el Rembrandt debghted to paint, and doubtless like the
original Rabbis iie owed his hard resolute dominating character
10 a vigorous chimate and a slony soil. Wnen he retiwred from
military service in China thirty years ago, he found he dirt here
mrtolerable. ‘ One got as dirty 1y a minute as in a month in China.’
He startea preaching cleanliness to the peopie and 1n lime got them
to clean their houses every day and sweep the lanes in front ol them.
Manure pits have notl yer been dug, as the ground is toc stony, but
it is proposed to make stone-wall enclosures instead.

1 noticed wih regret rows of dung-cakes piled wo or thiee
decp, like loaves m a baker’s shop, along the walls of the flat-rooled
houses. In the old days fuel could bLe got from
a Government forest area, but now 1 is ciosed aund
cattle dung has to be used mstead. The obvious remedy is to
planc trees oneself. A few have done this, but so little pari does
the ordinary schoolmaster play in village developinent, that of the
seven present at the baunk inspection only 1wo had doue anything.?

ne of these, however, has plauied eighteen trees in froul of the
school. With ihe exceplion of a boy who, lollowing Mr. Biayne’s
advice, hud planled some fig Lrees, the other tree-planters were ail
soldiers , duu ouiy one hws pianted his courlyard with fruit trees
{(almond and apple) though nowhere could chey be more easily
watered and guarded. He was a retirted N.C.O. with the leun
1enacious look of the Puritan, and so keen a cultivator that he was
nicknamed Mék (gardener). ‘When no cne else Las a crop,’ said
ihe Subedar, ‘he manages lo have one’ Oace, nol to waste
precious ploughing time, e set his wife to plough while he had his
mid-day meal, but neighbours langhed and he did not repeat the
expermmnent, In the courtyard of his house I found the first attempt
at a hen-house ihat 1 have seen in a Punjab village, Though it
consisted merely of wire netting propped up on siakes, it contained
the germ of a great possibility.3

I An infantry officer.

2 The village lias an Auglo-Vetnacalar Middle School witn 385 boys
\I%%}'A’c Nowsbera in Amritear (p 86) T found a small wired in hen run in
the house of a Risaldar, but nowhere else on this tour,

Trec-plantivg
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I Liad a loox al one of Lae most up-to date houees in the village,
An ox-goldier was the owner, and under Mr, Brayne's influsoce had
made lwo windows in one room and lad actually
wire-netied them to keep oul flies and mosquitoes.
Another innovation was e piimitive fireplace with
a pipe to carry away the smoke. On the table stood a large clock
and a bicycte lamp, and on the floor a small astern with a tap,
objects rarely seen in village houses. Floor and ceiling werc both
remarkable, the floor of strong smooth cement and the ceiling set
with {iles made in the districl. But, alas for modern ways, this
up-to-date room had a plain doorway, while the old-fashioued one
next it had one pleasantly carved. 'The new onc,” said the
soidier apologeticaliy, * was made thus to avoid extravagance.'
Is beauty ever an extravagance? A surprising fecature where so
much trouble was taken with the house was that cattlc pass the
night in some inner chamber. 7This is common throughout the
Sall Range and must be the result of villages having to be hudaled
on hillock and hillside. The same 1s the case amongsl the Arabs
m the uplands of Paiestine, and there the resuits are most noisome.
But here 1he rooms in wnica the catitie are kepl are swept daily
and occasionally spriniled with fresh earih,

The army was well represented at our meeting, and of the
fitty who sat on the fioor of the schoolroom where we gathered
about forly had had mulilary service. Thirteen were
Irerate, a higher proportion than usval and due Lo
the army. They were emphatic thai caucation is good fur culiiva-
tion ; yet there 1s not a single improved implement in the village,
and only this year nas one cf the better types of seed (Punjah 8 A)
been iried. The use of the country plough was justified on the
zround that the land is too dry for a Meston and local catile 1oo
{eeble to draw it. DBut they had never tried one! 1 asked the
Subedar whether any change had taken place m cultivaiion smce
his retwrn from China.  The rotation, he said, was the same—wheat
followed by bulrush millel, the one reaped in April and the other
sown in July, and then a year’s failow.! DBut in the old davs 1he
peasant ploughed his land only twice or thrice, and now he does it
eight or nine times. In those days too, less manure was used:
now it is highly vaiued, and even the refuse 1s coflected and put on
the fields. This is not due to agricultural teaching but to an
increasing population which requires more food. The holdings are
so small- ~the 87 members of 1he society have only 600 acres between
them—that men have been forced to supplement their income from

A soldier’s
house

FTarwiag

* This tweo-year course 1¢ gaverl in the distmct (Jhelun desess, Rpt,
(1899)5 7)'
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land ir various ways. This is characteristic of the whole range of
hills, and the members have a miscellanecus income of Rs. 26,000,
The main source of this is soldiering, but cattle-dealing is also of
importance. Cattle are bought in the fine breeding grounds of
ihe Dhanni to the north, and sold in the colonies to the south, and
wheat straw is bought in the colonics and sold {or fodder in ihe hills.
Thanks to tlds, and contrary 10 the general case elsewhere. members
are maimaing then repayments to the bank,

Buchhal Kalan would be a model village but for one thing .
it has caught the prevailing distemper of faction. A few months
ago there was an affray and a man killed. Twenty
persons are now uader tiial and e village is divided
inwwo ; but boih parties were present at our meeting. The danger
is thae the affair may develop into a vendeita. In Shahpur, faction
turns mainly upon the rivalries of the big landiords—ihere 1s nardly
a zemindar family of any substance not 1dentified with one or other
cf them—but m the Salt Kange i has ali the bicterness and blood-
thirstiness of the pumitive family feud which is proscculed from
generation to generatuion. Frow the stony soil of irs hills seems o
spring an implacable hosiddity to enemles, So is it, teo, with the
swony soil ol thie hills of Palestine. There the Arab will cut down
even fruit trees in the prosecution of a feud.t Here a man’s trees
are spared, but his life may be taken with every cihcamsiance of
brulalily and cruelty. A peasant was suspecied of an intiigue
with a worlan and iuvited Lo lea by Lier 1elatives. He weut aud was
seized by eleven men. They look shaip siones and giound away Lhe
joints of his legs below the knee until they could tie his legs 1o his
arins. He died two days later in hospital. Revenge acknowledges
no Act of Limitation. A girt was seduced. Matriage followed,
but the stain upon the jamuly honour remained. Nothing, how-
ever, could be done at die tune, for hier father was dead and hes
brotliers were minors, Twenty-five years pdssed, and then at last
the stain was removed. ln another case o man was implicated in
three murdess, each aftecling a different family, ana seven members
of ihe three famiijes joined together and siew him. A grim fonn
of co-operation, and twenty-two yeais had passed since the first
murder. Noris age uny protection. A injured B, and B died of lus
mjuries. B's brovher then murdered A’s child 1a broad daylight.
A boy at school was told by bis parenis not to eat with a boy with
whom he was friendly. A Iittle later the iatter was murdered.

Vendata,

© I {prormation oblained in Palestine. Lawrenues fovoli v the Deseri
shaws how bad fuerion 13 1 Arehiz, o pont that i not without 1oterest a3
the Awéns have a fradition that they came from Arabia CL too Bantwick,
Pulestine, 176,
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All these are comparatively reconi cases.  Tiven mothers are not
safe, if they wicheliave, A Shabpur landowner ells me of a case
that happencd, within his clan, T asked how (hey lreated the
murderer, who managed to escape hanging, when he came out of
jail, Hereplied: ‘At first we would 1ot edmit him (o our compatiy ;
but he begged and entreated us, and some were on his side.  So we
admitted him agam to huqqga and waler.’*

Worst ol all for the feud are the Awans. We were amnngst
them to-day, and they peopie the couniry from here lo Sakesar.
the peak which at the western end of the range overlooks the
valley of the Indus. Bravest of scidiers, toughest of cultivalors,
and matchiess as tent-peggers, they are cursed with the camel's
brooding lust for revenge. It is as it was when Orestes slew Acgys-
thus for killing his father, and Joab Abner for killing his brother,

Why do you fignt and murder so ? ’ [ once asked an Awédn, who
roid me that four men had recently swung for the murder of his
brother. ‘It is mature, he repiied; 'it 18 not a malier within
anyone's power. As God has made us, so is our disposition (fizrat).
It is also a matter of air and water ' : in other words, of climate.
As 1n Palestine and Greece, the climate of these nills is very dry,
and has a heating eifect upon the temper and a teuse effect upon
the nerves. An educated Awin, wlo now iives in the plains, lelis
me that he feels this when he returns {o his home in ile hills  In
a lesser degree this appiies to the whole ol the dry bell north and
west of the Jhelum, and deaih 18 often duc siiaply 1o ‘ the flash and
outbreak of a fiery mind °,* as, for instance, when some hill weavers
quarrelled over the sweetmeats to be given to thew pir, In this
tract, too, the standard of living is low, and human lijc 18 corre-
spondmgly cheap. The remedy is to raise the standard, hur where
the soil is thin and stony and cultivation depends upon a low and
capricious rainfay, it 18 not easy to do this ihrough the land, For-
tunatcly there is the army, and ihe army is the salvation of ihe
people, disciplining tempers, widening minds, and raising standards
all round,

The vendetia spirtt is more difficuly to deal with. As amongst
the more civilized, loyally to the counury may compel men to ki
each other collectively, so amongst the unsophisticaied, loyalty to
the family may compel men to kill each other singly. The one
loyalty is almost as inexorable as the other, and the consequences
are the same as they were 2,400 years ago, when Aeschylus wrote

T Cf. Orestes’ cry after his mother hed bheen murdersd ;. Whe shall
break bread with me ? ' (Euripides, Electra, 1197, trs. Galbert Marray),
3 Hamlet 2, i, 33, ’
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of the greaiest blood feud of the anciens world. It is the Fevics
who speak —

Ruin is ours, ruin and wreck
‘When 1o the home
Murder hath come
Making {0 cease mnocent peace;
Then at his beck
Foliow we in,
Tollow the sin;
And ah| we hold to the end when we begin.!

‘' We hold to the end when we begin.” Therein lies the tragedy.
The passions of the fathers are dycd red on the hands of the sons,
and heart and mind are hardened by what Nietzsche calls  the
conscience born of murder and cold-bloodedness . . . the proud
indifference to loss, to one’s own existence, and to that of one’s
fellows.”” Good strangely mixed with evil, but with no place for
the darmg man’s most needed grace—pity.

For this the only possible remedy is education and coutact
with the outside world, For 8o years and more the prison and
the hangman have been tried—one day when I was
in Juelum ¢ men swung there in a single case—yet the
bitter feuds continue and ihe courts are as busy as ever. i there
15 @ change, and the best judges agree that there is some though not
very marked, it is due 1o the iwo factors I Liave mentioned, The
view expressed by a relired Indian officer whom I mert in a towulei
with a High School, is typical of the best opmion on tie subject .
‘ The High School has made greai difference; when the young who
are being educated grow up their ideas will not be those of their
fathers, Already ideas have changed. Mew go 1o the plains, to the
canals (a reference Lo a new road conneciing bill and plain) ; they
see that people there think and act differently from themn, and that
there are other ways.! Government’s fust duly, Lhew, Lo this tract
is {o spread education through the length and breadth of it. That
education has so {ar had but Hitle effect, 15 due to its imited scope,
so linited that in the district even now only 14 per cent of the males,
and 2 per cent of the females, over ten years old are literate. The
last figure 15 of particular significance, since by all accounts women
are the arch fomenters of feuds. With the milk of theii breasis
ibey mungie in imagination the blood of their enemies. From the
eariiest age they teach their children whom they must hate, whom
they must slay ; and if, wheu 1hey grow 10 man’s estate, they stay
their hand, they taunt ithem with cowardice. In a village not fur

The teicedy

I Ewmenides, 207 {trs Verrall and quoted by Dickinson, The Greer View
of Life, 25).
2 (uoted by Dean Inge, Christian Ethics, 298,
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from here o woman whose brother had beeu mwurdared swore on the
Koran nei to eaf with her night hand till the murder was avenged
and then io drink the murderer's blood. The hour came, the
woman was summoned, and the vow fulfilled, Could there be
a more powerful argumcent for the girls’ school ? - Yel only one girl
is being educated for every seven boys.!

It was dusk, a very cold dusk, when we crested o hill and saw
in the valley beiow us the village of Kallar Kabdr and its wide-
spreading jheel As inhe jhee! 1s famous for its duck, the rest house
is admiranly equipped for tne travelier ; less so for the servant, for
there are no quarters for my syce3 and grass-cul. Sad the watchman
apologelically : - Sahibs now do not come on horses.’

Christmas Day~—Kallayr Kahar io Choa Saidan Shah (18 wmmles)

Kallar Kahér is a lovely spot. worthy of the day. The rest
house siands on a hillside terraced and planted with fruit trees—
pomegranate, banara, apple, and plum ; and below is the reedy
jheel beloved of water-birds and sportsmen. This is a day when
the gun may well be at rest, and the birds lay undisturbed ; bui on
another occasion atl the first shot—it was the howr belween dawn
and sunrise—they rose in thousands and filled the air with the roar
and traffick of wings, aud in their midst, against the reddening sky,
a fiight of Qamingos wheeled  to and fro, upward and dowoward’
all wand and, wing.

After breakfast came the cusiomary distnibulion of largesse
to the servants.  This they thoroughiy deserved, for though we have
marched almost every day, there has not been a complaint, and both
syce and grass-cut have had bouls of {ever. The syce shows how
varied peasant life is in this country and Low different its types.
Smali and lean, with a face which humour never lightens but
keenness never ieaves, Rahmat Ullah 1s a master syce ; vet not of
the stock of syces, for he 1s a Muslim Kajput and comes of a lamily
that owns land in the foot-hilis of Jammu. e first became
acquainted with the horse through an uncle in a cavalry regiment
apd m his youth—he is nearly fifty—rode in haif the race
meetings of India. Now there is no horse he will not turmn into
a racer or a well-mannered hack, 1t it has the makings of either
racer ur hack. He has served generals (many are his stories about
thewn), and is only content when slables are full. His value 1s great
and bhe knows it, and having inheriled the sensitiveness of the

19
T In 1953 the percenrage of boys of schrol-gomg apge at school in the
district was 78 as against only 11 for gide,
2 A reedy lake.
3 Groom.
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Rajput, he canters off at the first hint ol being crossed, Bul
ridden with a lighl hand, {licre is no difficuliy he will not overcome,
no tence he wiil not take.

My companion and I set out al mid-day., We rode along a wide
shallow valley, green with sprouting wheat. The hills on either side
were naked and sterile, and here and there gaped with black oblong
holes, eutrances they seemed to the underworld. Actually they
were (he doors of village liouses, and no dwellings could better
suggesl the umbilic tie between nature and man. In one of these
villages there receutly occurred a characteristic crime. A year ago
a man was murdered by his cousins. They wete tried and acquitted.
Other measures were therefore necessary. The head of the family,
feeling unequal to the task, hired an assassin : i the Salt Range
they can be had for a few hundred rupees. The assassin had
a 1elative in a village sometimes visited by tne murderer, and in
due course the two ‘chanced ’ 10 visit it on the same day. The
next morning, when the murderer was retmning to Ius viliage,
again ' by chance’, he fell in wilh the assassin aud an accomplice.
They ali becarne friendly, and the assassin commented pleasanily
on the beauly and sirength of the axe carried by the murderer and
asked to be ailowed 10 examine it. No sooner was it in his hand
than the accomplice tripped up the murderer, and the murderer
pecame the murdered. The iale came to be told because one of
the first persons we metl on the road to-day had an axe of so alouac-
tive a design, with red handie and engraved head, thal instinctively
I ook it frown his hand to admire it.

In a ficld we found a wan and his wife fiiling a tuel pasket with
clods of dutg: swipping the cartn ilseil of what suould give i
strength.  And sulll more foolish . then chiid was ili
and they bad just slain a goatl at a faki's shnine that
e might be well, More sensibie was a peasaul who
had been in the Burma Military Police. He had a well and was
growing carrots and onions 1ound i, But he, too, had his taboos.
Being an Awan, he would not basket his vegetabies and hawk them
round on his head like a mere market-gardening Malliar® That
would affect his izzat, and lower hira 1n the sight of other Awdns.?
A liltle further on, another man was ail work on onion and carrol
with his pretty young wife, who unabashed took part in our talk.
He had 1o prejudice about hawking, yet claimed {o be an Awdn.
He admitted, however, thai oluers calied him a Malhar, The

* ¢ Malliar is tke name of an occupation, not of a tribe, and means simply
market gardener.’ The term iucludes men of wany different Liibes (Jhelum
Gazelicer (1g04), 112).

2 The feeling that it is shameful to sell vegetables is ‘strong arnongst
ordinary zemindars ' (ibid., 117). Cf. also Rusticus, 5o.

Vegetahles
aad welis
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Malliar is in essence a markel-gardencer and a firsl rate coltivader,
and much of the Dest land i the bills is in his hands,  Everywhere
ihe land {iat is best in quality aud situation tends to be cullivated
by the best husbandmen, as they aloue can alford to pay the highest
rents. But such land must have an assured waler supply, and in this
stony soil it is a costly business to tnrn ‘ the hard rock into a standing
waier, and the [lint stone into a springing well”.? We passed o
hal{-made well, 12 feet in diameter and 45 (eet down 1o water: il
is to be faced with stone and, thongh prices have falicn, it will cost
Ks. 1,000. In the Soon valley farther west, where the water level
is only 20 10 25 feet down, the cost is not much more than Rs, 500.
But in both tracts the difficulty is that oniy two and a half acres
(less in the hot weather) can be irrigated by a well as against fifteen
to twenty in the Jhelum riverain* This is because the water level
sinks rapidly with the draught and after a fcw hours must be
allowed 1o rise agam. Even so, a well provides a much betier
balanced cultivation and is the best cure tor 1gleness. Without
a well, only wheat, barley, miliet 3 and gram4 can be grown ; and
there are months of idiencss every year, as holdings are small. But
with a well, chillies, onions, and maize can be added, and a litile
cotton for home use ; vegelabies, Loo, if a man is a Malliar or the
Awan will pocket his pride.

This pride or izzai3 is one of the Punjabi’s deepest feclings, and
as such must be treaied with greai respect. Diearer to lim than
life, it helps to make him the good soidier 1hai he is.
But it binds kim 1o the vendetia and often makes him
a poor farmer. At Lilla a soldier who had just come back from
Hongkong drew a vivid picture of ithe way the Chinese peasant
worked. [ asked him why he worked so much belter than the
Punjabi. * He does not give a thought to his izzat,’ was the illumin-
ating reply. One is reminded of the verse in Proverbs (xii, ¢):
‘He that is despised, and hath a servant, is better than he that
honoureih himself, and lacketh bread.,” My cowpanion says thai
the Wahraich Jats of his district (Gujrat) would rather put them-
selves to any inconvenience than nl up the bowl of their huggas,
and members of this tribe whom we met last week said they would
not sell eggs though their village servants do. Fortunately there
are signs of cnange ; for example at Lilla, the zemindar wiil now
sell miik, a vhing hie would not have done twenty years ago.

Tzrnal

3 Psalm cxyv, 8.
. % Jhalum Gawelfeer (1904), 100, and Shalpur Tahsil Setilement Rpt.
{(1yri-xs), 1.

3 Bajre and jowar,

4 (icer arietini.

3 Bpe T 42 N4,



THE ARMY AND THY PLEASANT 5I
A few miles on we found fifty zemindars gathered on the
roadside below a village built, as it wmight have bheen in Italy, up
a steep bill. They were members of two village
banks, Awans and Janjuas. The Janjuas used to
own the whale iract but werc too full of their izzat
10 devote themselves heart and soul to iheir fields, The Awan,
not 50 bad in tlus respect, has gained at their expense and there is
keen rivalty between them, which found expression at yesterday's
meeting when an Awan veteran burst lnlo doggerel verse, of which
ik {ollowing is a rough wanslation :—

Janjua and
Awin

Awdns, we went Lo lhe war and fought
for little or nought,

To German guns we bared the breast
and they raa hke men possessed.

But, Jana, Janjus wherc were they ?
skalling at home nighl and day.

A merry aspersion this. for the Janjuas did alimost as well as
any tribe in the war* If the Awdns think they did better, it is
perhaps because the Awian village of Duimial close by produced
more recruits in the war than any other village in India: 460
served out of a population {in 1921} ¢f only 879 males.

The members of the two banks said thati go per ceni of their
families had military counexions. It was, therefore, a good oppoc-
tunity to gauge the erfect of tife army on viliuge life.
in the first place, both banks weie good, especially
ihe older ol the two. Aller twelve years only one
of its 43 members owes anyching outside the bank, and 14 are
entirely free of debi. A sum of Rs, 2,000 is on deposil, mostiy
from widows, and the funds of tie bank are {recly and senstbly tsed.
Holdings are small—iu ail only 335 acres—but miscerluneous
income, mainly from soldiering, amounts to Rs, 13,000, The army
has not only saved these people from penmry, dut has even made
them prosperous. i was much ihe same at Buchhal Kalin.3,

In the fieid of educalion, the results were also reaaonably gooa.
The number of boys of school-going age was put at 150, and of these
50 were at school, 1z m the juocal High School.  Lhis, of course, is not
what 1t should be ; but the fact that 1t is muach above the average
shows how backward education 1s in the village. Three siewspapers
are taken i, the journals published auder the anspices ol ihie Army,
the Rural Community Council, and the Punjub Co~operative Union.
‘We asked a mewmber who had seived for twenty-one years in ilie

The army and
the peasant

t Pina L.zwaﬂ Khan, dssess. Rpt., 33.
2 Leigh, The Purdab ord the War. 49.
3 p. qaff, of. also p. 183
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Quetta police what he knew of the administration. Tle got as far
as ihe Tabsildar; then after 2 leng pause and much thought he
added amid general laughler—' There is the Depuly Commissioner
at Jhelum,” Beyond that he could think only of the * Lat Sahih’,
who lived at Calcutta,! and the King. ‘1lis name? ' T asked.
* Badshah,'® he replied. A younger man, a soldicr with nine years’
service, did much better and got as far as the Viceroy. * And who
is above him?’ ‘The Commander-in-Chief.” So perhaps it
should seem to the soldier. He, Loo, knew the King only as Bad-
shah. Both these men were iliiterate. The literate doubtless
knew more. They knew, for example, that Ministers existed, and
even named two of them. Une, they said, looked atter agricullure,
which is correct, but all they could tell us about the other was that
he made speeches at fairs: this apparently because lasi ycar he
made a speech at a local fair, Someone mentioned, correcily,
ihat Sir Muhammad Shafi had gone to london to give his
opinien about the country. This led to questions aboul the
Round Table Conference. It was known that many had gone
to London, as one said, to gwe their opinions about ‘ our rights ’.
But more than this no one knew, not even the Risaldar president
or the Sergeant secretary,
Then 1 asked about their farming., Is the man who has been
a soldier as good a culitivalor as the zemndar ? A soldier main-
tained that he was, but a zemindar remarkea : - He rides wierever
he goes,” a shaft that went home, One would at least have expecied
fo find the soldier usmg new types of implement and seed. Bul,
ag in Lilla and Buchhal iKalan, there was almost nothing to suggest
that such existed—nothing more than a Meston bought by a head-
man now dead. It seems exrraordinary that in these three piaces,
one a townlet and another a large village, no selected seed should
have Deen used till this year and that modern agricuiture shouid be
represented by two Meston ploughs,
After the inspection we climbed ihe hill 1o look at the village
of Tatril. [t was far less clean than Buchhal. By one of those
' inexplicable differences of custom which make the
i‘i’af:gg by Indian couniryside so diverseand difficult of generaltza-
tion, the Vanhar tract, through which we have just
come, 1s noted for its high standard of cleanliness, while the Kahun
tracl, which we Lave just entered, has no such excellent wadition.
We had a look at a house winch a soidier had recently buiit for
Rs, 3,000, and at another which beionged to an ex-regimental vet,

¥ Literally, the Ford Salib  Presvmmably lte meant the Vicstoy, bat
Calcutta has not been his headguarters siuce 19712
2 King,
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His {front room wae [ull of medicines, and he now doctors botl man
and beast, as 1he nearest hospital for both is eighlcen miles away.
I enquired wiether parents still asked people coming out of a
mosque to blow upon children that were sick* * That is my duty,’
said the Risaldar president. He proved {o be a pir, and in bhis
retirement was more of a pir than a soldier. He claimed to be able
io cure all discases sent by God, simply Ly his breath.* If u man is
bitten by a snake, a mad dog, or a jackal, he spits into a cup of
water and gives il to the patienu to diink. and the vomiliug and
flux that follow cure the pdtl(:,‘nl He asserted thal the remedy had
uever failed. The ‘new light ' has afiected his practice, but tne
whoie village still looks upon him as their pir, and every house
glves him somethmg every year: a rupee it used to be, bui since
the fall in prices less. Talkmg about this afterwards, my com-
panion said that he was once fiugering a firework when sorne powder
exploded and burnt him badly in the face. Seeing the pam he was
in, a pir offered to heal him. He spac several tunes on his face and
the pam left him. There was no rubbing either before or after.
Nor was 1t a case of healing by faith, as my companion liad uo iaitl
at all in the pir's powers. It would seein that somelimes spittle
has healing properties, and tuis, doubtless, was the case wilh
Chirisi.

Seeing a Hindu standing in o dovrway io this very Muslim
village, I stwpped for a passing word. IHe was a Khatri money-
lender. The times were bad ror money-lenders, he
said : iheir receipts were only fow annas in the
rupee of whal they used to be. Torty per cent of
the peasants won't pay, and the rest can't. Now Te Jends only
asamst ]ewufqy, and for this s L,hcuge is 12 per ‘cént "ng“before.
“Railier in the day we had mel another money-lender rldmg along
with two peasants. Atter anclent custom, common enough wheu
T first came to India (twenty-six years agu) but now tare, {hey ail
dismounted 1o let us pass. Though a Hindu, the moncy-lende: had
a beard dyed bine and clipped after Musliin fashion® (such is the
innuence of euvironment). and frow his wizened face hung a large
nose Jike the signboard of a dilapidated inn. _After his kind he was
timid and took quick little steps away from my companion’s pouy

T ke ARELMT

Mopoy-
lending

1 Bee ftuahrcus, 160

2 G 1ba., 8.

3 CL ¢ Wuen be had splt o s cyes, and put ius hands wpon him, He
asked bim if he saw ought. (Mark vid, h, Cf. also Marlk vii, 335 Veapasian
i= eaid to have cured somenne by spitting at Alexandria (Encyclopedia of
Keligrous Knowledge).

4 See p. 6o, n.r.
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when she backed towasds lam. He, 100, was pessiwistic abont
the times. ‘ But,’ said he with przdc, T have never brought a suit
against those ‘who deal with me.’ This the 1wo peman‘cs cordmlly
endorsed. ‘ Good days have passed between us,” said onc. ‘ Lven
if we pay two months after we agiecd ta pay, he does not sue us.”
His usual rate of interest (for an unsecured loan) is 25 per cent,
“but now He has no money 'to Lend My engumes show that the
genera.‘L rate of interest in this *racb is 183 or 25 per cenL uuuauy
the Totler  Although much lcss is actvanced rates have so far not
beén affected by the slump as in the plains below. There are
probably two reasons for this. 1n an isolated tract cusiom 1s more
rgad , and there 1s a large inflow of money through ihe army.
There may even be a third. the money-lender here is unusually
cautious.

In a Musiim fract where tempers are hot and snrift short the
Hindu 15 most careful not to oflend, and tripal tes are stui strong
enough to make the money-lender remembper 1hat not lopg M
Jwas litlle better than a wla servant Ouve I met in the Soon

" ngey fafther west told me ‘that T mty years he had never_jled
% a swt, though he has three or four bundred clienfs. Speaking of
the difficuiucs of the present umes he said truly enough : " If the
zennndﬁrs do mot repay, fi 15 on account of their povers And
“WHET a8 we ‘do"wlier. they ‘do hot Tepay ¢ W&%MW Guien
land, we cannot take thewr catle, nertner yheir ploughs, nor, Jl&gmw
fgod, ,{here is nothing from which we can_recover. I:m;,&,,j,,,
;ﬂygeﬂery 15 sold.” “When T asked him whether zemmdar and
Iﬁoﬁ'éﬁ’r—lenffm “EBt on well together, he became very elogucnt :
" b we do gt Lave Fm:, (i’ alugat) with them ; if we ao 11::%13.%@3
sym wpg,jm muhab?m), if we do not favé agreemﬂr{ HWe als"pi,c,@se
i L we live ¢ They qulchy get hot : tnen they take
out thcn‘ knives and shit our throats {here a vivid geSLiG alluss
his throat). 1f we anger them and go out inro the "' jangai')?
how can we be sure we shall come back ?  And if we do not come
back, who wil know where to find us? They are many, We are
Tow, x._ey are 1g;nora.ut we dre mthl}ge (Samnphaar). We sust
k)
w},)weu ﬁ:«ﬁg‘“"ﬁ”ﬁ:ﬁr“ One thinks of the thg}y;{gm money~lenuers
g;u%ma yeak, and mderstands 3° e

When we continned out Warch, tie sun was setting and we
were soon chiled to the boue by the dusk—ioo chilled to do more
than glance au the seven temples of Kitds standing ou ground made

T Eor the legal postbion 1n regard to ths, ses Prasant, 183,
< Unenitivawed land,
3 OFf Ruchrus a4
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holy, eveir mn the semi-usytiue days of the Pandavas, by a crystal
stream, which gushes out of the slony soil into a pool reputed by
the devout w be bottomless bul actually 23 feet deep. AL Choa
I found the air mail on my table, and with it the full feeling of
Christmas. ‘ As cold waters o a thirsty soul, so is good news {rom
a far country.’”

Ln

26 Decenber —Hali

The rest house here is superior to most. The windows have
muslin curiains, the sitting-room a waste-paper basket, the dining-
room a wine glass, and amongst the books are The Mill on the Floss
and The New Republic. But the charm of the place is its situation.
This is enchanting even in winter, House and fruit tree garden
stand on a shelf of rock overlooking a saucer-shaped valley, where
the holy stream ol Kitds waiers the fieids of young whea in spark-
ling course. Across che valley, clinghng to the stony hillside is Llie
stone-buiit village of Choa, and when the sun appears. smoke 1ises
from its hearths and in the windless awr spreads slowly up the hilis,
bive as the sky above. I went out before breakfast to have a look
at this and lound the terrace in front of the house Iitiered wiih
wasle paper, empty tins, and worse. I sent for Jhe sweeper. An
agsd musalli came, aged as oy sweepers can be, a mau beat low by
sixty years of swecping and sufferance. Diligently e collected an
armful of refuse and, advancmg to the edge oi the scarp on which
we stood, flung it feebly lorwaid to litter itself afresh a littie furiher
on. He was astonished that he had (o collect it all again aud this
time bura it utterly.

My ailernoon walk took e duwn a wooded glen and along
a ciear swili-fowing butly, which tumbled iis wdy melodiously
over 10ck and stune o slepl a space amidst fowering
weed und reed—the very place for an orchard, yet
all tangle and thicket. Climatically there is no reasuu why e
more sheltered vaileys of these hills, wherever water is available,
should not be as thickly sprinkled with fruit {rees as those of
Judea, and awready Choa is reminisceni oi flebron. Evea Cali-
foraia may not e too distani a guide, for it has rouch the same
climate ; and realizang uus, the District Engmeer o Shanpur is
importing fifty orange frees—Washington Navels aud Valeucias—
from ihere 10 be planted in the Disinet Buard gardens near Sakesar.
He 15 also experimenting wita superior vatieties of peach. pluin, and

Frut-growing

* Proverbs xxv, 25.
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lequat,t and 1he resulrs aircady jusiily logh hopes”  But tuere is
omie doubi. He is an enthusiast and watches over Lhe young (rees
as a mother over her children. All are carefully and regularly
watered—not periodically drowned as is Lhe Indian gardener’s
wont © white ants are allacked divectly they appear, and insects an
the bark are killed with Flit and lime; and if a rough wind half
snaps a branch, the wound is bound up and plasiered over with
healmg cow dung. Can such tender continuous care be expected
from the happy-go-iucky peasant accustomed io do litile more for
his crop than plough, sow, and reap ? In greater or less degrec,
this is the difficulty that besets all agricultural development in this
country. A hopeful feature is that interest in fruit irecs is growing.
The ‘mali's’ courtyard at Buchbal Kaldn will be remembered,3
and al Dalwal, a village near here, there are already twenty-one
gardens, If fruit-growing can be exitended, and there is also scope
for the almond and grape, it wiil strengthen the peasant’s economic
position, which at present is too dependert on military service to
be secure. As we have seen, holdings in these hills are very smaii,
and with population increasing they must become smaller. The
tullest possible use of the land is, therefore, essential to well-being.4
Daiwil, the village just mentioned, is remarkable not only
ior 1ts gardens bur also for 1ts High school.  Started rhirty years ago
. by Capuchin Fathers irom Belgium, 1t now comains
_}&Iiglgi-ahﬁol 400 boys and enjoys a high repujcm:.ion throughout
the eastern half of the Range. This is largely due o
the personality and devotion of ihe fathers and w a conunuity
of tradition. About 500 ‘old boys * served in the war, and many
still enlist. The Fathers, when I visited them {on another occasion),
were full of praise for the avmy and said that it gave the peasant
e aity as well as discipline. Tlhey thougni, too, thal the school
was good for ihe army, since it did not prejudice enlistinent and
fiited those who enlisted for promiotion., But, like the school-
masters of Shahpur,5 they agreed that a High school was a doubiful
advantage.for the land, as 1t disincimed boys to cullivate. So was
if, ioo, in Belguum, they said, and for the same reason—farmimg
L Eyiobotrya japonica.
2 I aasited the gardeus (af Nowshora and Sodbi) in 1932 and found ibe
Californian crauge trees will established at a cost of Rs. 15 each. They

came the whole way packed in moss and only four died. The other trees

were also doing well ! from one peach tree had been taken 123 ib. of frmt,
and the plums wete so large that orly sever wenti te the 1b,

2 p. 43

4 The total garden area of the district is less than 3oo acres, It isa happy
effect of {he slumyp chat is has stimulated interest in fruit growing : in 1932-3
the demand jor piants from Govermment nurserzes was o great that only
25 per cent of it could be met {dgricl. Rpt., 24).

3 p. 3t
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otfers no tuture. It is also a question of izzat, for an educated boy
looks down upon tibmg. The Fathers claimed thal the gencral
effect of the school had been good, and that in the last thirty years
faction had declined and murders decreased. The zaildar, who had
been in the army, doubted this but admitted that an educated man
could notl take an active part in a feud without some feeling of
shame and liesitated to do so openly, He admitted, furiber, that
il was partly owing to ihe school that husbands treated their wives
better than they did—more as companions ana less as chatiels.
When I remarked that they certainly veat them iess, the burliest
aud mosc bearded of the Fatheis leant back iu his chair and, laughing
loudly, cxclaimed— c'est wrai, ¢'est wrai’! Another said he had
actually witnessed a shoe-beating. * The woman lore her hair and
her ciothes and screamed.” Continuing, the zaildar said that ihe
old-fashioned were still against education for girls, and that recently
when he made a speech in its ravour, someone got up and said—
if girls are educated, they wiil be avle to wrile to cheir ' iriends .
He silenced him by chailenging him 10 quole a single * affair ’ in
which an educated woman had been involved, In Daiwdl opution 15
strongly 11 favour ot scliools for gitls, and when one was opened
there, fitty girls joined it almost at once.

Speaking of the administration, the oidest Friar said thal the
people nad lilue cause for complamt, but they femed the passing
of the Englishman. This put me in inind of what

Téiﬁ, ... a foreigner long seitled in the Puujub said to me
e the "% {lic other day . " The people tell ine again and again

Englishman  ihat they wish that the Comrnigsioner, the Depuly

Commissioner, and the Assisltant Commissioner, and
even lhe Inspector of Police, could be Euglishmen. From English-
men they can always tount upon justice, butl a Muslim, they say,
cammot connt upon i fiom a Hindu, nor a Hindu from o Muslim.’
I leave it to those who are not Engish aund who know the Puxnjab
well tu say how far this is true. But in fairness to the [ndian
official and to the many i1ndian colleagues with whown 1 has been
my privilege to work, { musi add thai there we, of Lowse, wany
Indian officials in the Fuujab who have ihe stromgest possible
seuse uf justice ; but, whereas the English official 1s usually presumed
to be just until he proves hirnsell the conirary, in any matter
atfecting persons of mole than one religious community, an Indian,
however Just, will generally be suspectea ol partiality towaids the
member of his own community. This Is a disability from which
the English official is exempt, and fuum which, mosi regrettably, the
Iondian suffers, irrespective of personal merit, and the only reasou

P It is true, it 18 true.’
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is thal the one is English aud the other Indian. Initially, it springs
from the decp distrust whicli centuries of insecurity have bred i
the minds of g highly sensitive people; and in the Punjub it has
been aggravated by the communalism which certain persons, for
selfish or short-sighted ends, have blindly forrented between Hindu,
Muslim, and Sikh. The rcwedy is obvious, and. it is one thal every
good citwzen, and certainly every good co-operator, will apply to the
best of his ability, regardless of religion or race.



CHAPTER IV

THE SALT RANGE (continued) AND THE JHELUM
RIVERAIN?®

REL1GION, RECONSTRUCTION, fL00D, SCHOOL, AND CATTLE

27 December —Choa fo Basharat (8 miles)

ON our last two marches we have traversed, without much rise
or fall, wide plain-like valleys. To-day we were on stony broken
ways znd climmbed laboriously from one valiey to
another until we emerged on to a wide plateau, on the
edge of which, perched on a hillock, stood thz villaga of Gurah, our
immediate bourne, On the way. this being a Muslim tract, we talked
of the influence of I[slamn upon village life. The local Gazetieer says
{p. 129) that ‘ religion has little praciical influence as o regulator
of conduct ’. My companion, to whom I quoted this, did not agree
and pointed out that no Muslim will sat pig or meat nou slauglneted
m a certain way, thati almost none will take wine or spirit, ihat few
gamble, and many will not Luke uierest on a loan ; none, m fact,
on aloan to afriend, [Ihen thereis the yearly fast during the month
of Ramzan, which is observed by most, and die hour o1 twe spent
evety day upon the five-fold prayer.? He thought thai amongst
men about 20 per cenl sull said the latter,’ and if ampongst women
the proporton is less, it 1s Decause they have so many lasks, and
with thewr children ever about them they find it difficult 1o keep
hands and clothes safficiently clean 1o perlorm ithe ablutions which
are the mdispensable preliminary to prayer.t Whether religious
ubsetvauce and good character go hand in hand is a mool point,
upon which much contrary opinion is expressed. My companion’s
view is that the best characters m the village are not necessarily the
most punctilious in religious obsérvance, but as a rule they are iie
most careful of its essential obligations; and he thinks that less

Islam

Rauniali 24 1nches.

See Rycheous, 5, 21

Cf Jvid, 61, 281 241

Face, hands (to the elbow), and feet must be washed in the preceribed
manner,

N
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stress is now Iaid upon such ouiward ohservances as {timming the
Leard and moustache to the tradicional length and shape.?
This discusoion, wheu we got to Gurah, led to some questions
about the advanlage of rcading the Koran in Arabic, a language
) . that very few in the village understand even amongst
giﬂf Roaing of Mullahs.* ‘ What Moses wrote God alone can read,’
says the proverb, ana in north-west India, there are
innumerabie boys, and many girls, who spend a year or two learning
1o read the Holy Book without understanding it. Thinking of this,
{ asked those prescnt who were literate how far this was heipful.
A Risaldar replied : 1t 1s written in the Holy Koran that it is good
tc rzad it even if one does not understand.’ Actually this is not
written in it, but that it 1s good to read it in this way 1s a view very
gencrally held, and 1t 1s based upon the belief that the Koran is
literaily God's word and that therefore its reperition must be good.
Not ali, however, agreed with {be Risaldar, and another officer
expressed the opinion that it was useless to read it without a
translation. On the other hand, the zaildar, who had learnt the
wnole or il by heart without understanding a word, had no doubt
that tne fifteen yecars spent 1 doing so were well spent : * It pul the
mind m remembrance of God ana was sawdbd,’ that 1s, an act of merit
which God would reward A young B.A. aaded his testimony and
said that, in readng it, mind and spitit were quickened. St. Paul
perhaps put the case well when he wrote : * If I pray in an unknown
tongue, my spirit prayeth, bul my uuderstanding is wnfruit{yl,’s
Or the twenty-five present filteen were literate, a very high
proportion for a viliage meeting in any part of the province and due
in this case to the Army, ol whose beneficent influence
in the village I get more and more evidence.  Althougn
5o inany had been educated, they were entirely opposed to co-
education, winch has some vogue in this district.4  Even for those
who are still immadture ? * [ asked. * Yes for them too; for small
Doys are often wicked (shariz).” And an old man with a big flat nose
shook his finger ax me ana said : ¢ Let the boys play by themselves,
and the girls by ihemselves.’” My companion says that 75 per cent
of the peasants in the district would endoise this, but 1 time, he

To eduication

T Strict Mushm custom requires that a beard should be long enough io

protrude by the thirkness of a finger. of canght 1. che hand just below 1he
chup * {his means a length of about five inches. The monstache, just belaw
the nose, shouid not be more than one-eighth of an inch loag.

2 Cf Rustums, 45, avy, 14q, 280 sic,

5 1 Cor xmuv, 14. Uf 1bnd,, 3.

+ The number of guls reading in boys’ schools in the district is unfortun-
ately declinng; in 1ozt t was T 365 In 1937 only g6z For the whole
proviace & was 25,758 (Ph. Bdue. Bpt., 13).



FTARMING AND RECONSTRUCTION o1
thinks, 50 per cent might be induced 10 support co-cducation in the
primary stage.

Tnough opposed ta co-education, these soldiers did not doubt
the value of education for a moment and said that nearly all their
children of school-going age went to school. Yet, as in Lilla,
Buchhal Kaldn, and Tatrél, there was almost no sign of any modern
method of agriculiure. Only one person m the village fias a Meston,
and 1ill this year, when two brothers applied to the Agricultural
Department, no one had ever thought of getting any improved type
of seed. ' My land 1s stony,’ said one soldier in self-defence, * and
Meston ploughs break in stony soil.” Though modern methods are
not in vogue, the farming of its kind 1s good. The felds are
admirably terraced, and, unlike most of those seen earlier in the
day, tolerably clear of stones. Those near the village are doubie-
cropped, and between the cutting of the whear in May and the
sowwg of thc maize m July they are ploughed [our or five times
and well manured. It was claimed that educaiion had made them
keener on manure and that forty or fifty manure pits had been surd.
‘ By order or by your wish ? ' I asked. ° Three-quarters by order,
onc-quarter by our wish,” was the frank reply. Bul they did not
doubt their advantage. ‘We shall get more manure, and our
village will be cleaner and our health better,” said a Hindu member
of the Dank, a Khatri landowner, * Then why do you not ail sink
pits F ' " Il 1is our taziness ; but now vur Depuly Cummissioner has
come to wake us up and make us active (chust),” One great advan-
tage thevillage has—it lias plenty of wood-fuel and only usesthe dung
cake to simmer the milk before the miik is made into bulter (ghs).

The cardinal poings of Mr. Brayne's campaign are well under-
stood. The Khatn suinmed them up thus: Dig pits and keep the
village clean; educate the childien ; give up extiavagaul ways,
nejther bay nor wear jeweliery ; and eschew litigation. I enquied
which was the hardest commandment. This requived thought, and
aiter discussion they agreed that it was {o give up litigation. Their
lives, they remarked, were honeycombed with quarrels, and when
we considered possibie temedies, they said a [cud comd only be
laid to rest by a marriage—as, indeed, was the case Detween nations
in the days of dynastic alliances. The side agaiust whom vengeauce
is due must give a danghter, and if both sides have taken vengeance,
there must be a double marriage. 4 zaildar of these hills is a case
in point, Many years ago, u relative told one of his tenants who
claimed to be an Awédn that his mother was none. Izzat was
touched and murder followed. The zaildar was suspected of having
lad g hand in it for ends ot his own, and ever since he has had to be
an guard, especiaily at night, though outwaid relations are friendly
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and ihe two branchss of the family even inter-dine, Two or three
years ogo, waary of his haunting fear, he proposed that the halchet
should be buried and that a girl on his side should marry a hoy on
the other, Bul, so sensitive is izzat, his household thought it would
be interpreled as a sign of fear.  Se the standing on giard continues.

The giving up of jewellery is only less difficult than the giving
up of litigation, lor, as aiready noted,® it belongs to the women,
who bave little else besides. The Khatri was eloquent on the folly
of buying it. ‘ We take our gold to the goldsmith and he gives 1t
back with some base metal mixed in wilh it ; we are cheated and
only get haif what wc gave tor it,"

‘Why then don’t you sell your earrings ? * (he had a goid onc
in each ear). Laughing and almost blushing, he replied: * When
1 was young, our fakir put them m my ear and said: “ As long as you
wear thern, all wili be well.” And now my family will not let me
take them out.” The goldsmith has a bad name in India—in his
own mother s bracelets will he mingle dross, runs the proverb—but
he is not quite as bad as he is painted. My enquiries suggest that
with the more elaborate ornaments, which give a dishonest goid-
smith the greatest scope, the loss ou sale is 15 to 20 per cent of the
purchase price, and with the more solid only 1o or 15 per cent.

Throughont the Sait Range howdings are so small—the thirty-
nine members of the Gurah bank own only 319 acres ol un-irrgated
ot of the land—-—t'hat nearly every zenﬁinc’iqr family 'Ims a man
ooy on or 1Wo in the' army. The effect is much the same as
housing with emigration in Jullundur;? the villages are fuil

of new nouses. In Gurah, though there are only 120
families, {orty or iifly houses have been rebuili since the war, One
1 saw cost Rs. 1,800.4 This was the top figure, the lowest Rs. 400.
Eyen at Rs. 1,000 per hounse (a cauticus estimate)s the village must

aveo spent about Rs. 40,000 in Hetle more than a decade ; and most
of {v iz derived from army pay. Asin Falestine, the houses are all
built of stone, and in some cases of stone so well dressed, evenly laid,
and firmly mortared that it would be difficult o find better masonry
work anywhere: ail done, too, by local masons. Moreover, in
marked coutrast to the schools provided by the District Board, some
of the houses were beautifully proportioned, and their smooth-
piastered doorways pleasantly decorated with foral designs, asin
Ausixin, There could be no doubt that the village had a sense of
beauty and vhe crattsmen of the neighbourhood, whether mason or

p, 19,

3 CL p. 246,

3 Sez Ruchens, 179,

+ G D, 44
o CF Rustious, 191,
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carpenter, a sense of finish. The deodar beams of the new raftered
rflings were well planed and accucazely laid ;* and the cement floors,
actaally made by the women, left me wondering that in a remote
village of the Salt Range one should find betier floors than in an
ardinary Punjab bungalow, and so spolless, even in the dark inner
rooms, that it seemed a crime {0 tread on them booted.?

The display of possessions was amazing. In one room, 20 leet
by 16, we counted 300 articles hanging on the walls: amongst
them 42 nottles—wine bottles, medicine botdes, hair-cii bottles,
scent botties, every iind of bottle the jackdaw owner could lay
hands on, and all empty. Then there were scutes of plates and
dishes, pictures, brushes, looking giasses, and even empty boxes of
playing cards, as if the owner had been unlucky enough to win the
contents of a lucky bag. On the shelves below were countless
earthen pots ptled above each other, row upon tow, and below the
shelves stood six heavy cnests each supporting a metal portmantean
or suit case. The whole tract is infected with a passion fo1 collection
and display and iet no one laugh who has ever collected picture
posicards or slamps, or crowded manieipiece and table with the
trivial purchases of & touxrist,3

We reached Bashidrai at sundowun, and I found 8y
Cliristnas cards waiting for me: this on top ol 4o yesterday.
At this season, in this warm-hearled couwtry, (e
slightest acquaintance is mariked by a card of good-
will, and they are rained upon every oificial, and as with ran in
hilly couniry, the higher one is the heavier the downpour, but from
1his pomt of view 127 cards are the meivse shower.  About 800 feet
above us 15 the highest poinc in the eastern half of the Salv kange,
2 matter of only 3,700 feet, bui tlus is high enough to attiact the
devout. Those who nave received some special woken of the divine
favour climb Lo its surnmit and mark their gratitude by the sucifice
of a goat and their appedte by devouring it. But faith, or gratitude,
is weakening, and this is less done than before.  So too with another
iite, When the grain heaps are piled on e tlueshing-floor, a paper
Dearing the name of God is placed i each, and round it is dawn
a circle, which no one may pass with stiod feet, and women not at
all; as some think, Decause they are unclean; as otbers, more

Magic

r Thirly years ago deodar beams were ' seen only in the bouses of the
rich’ (Jhelum Gazeticer (1904), 140}, )

2 There is nothing new in this, ° Iaside the houses ate in general kept
scrapulously clesn ’ (ind., 141)  Cf Rusfous, 107,

3 1t is ‘ » point of honour’ with many housewives in this district * to
cover the wall of the main rocm, facing the door, with skeins of cotcon,
vessels of brass and tin, chesy lookng-glasses, tinsel ornasments snd mis-
cellaneonstrash . . . all for show and never used ' (Chakwal Assess. Rpt,
(1898), 32).
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gallant, because ihe jins cannot resist their charms.! An iron
implement iz alse kept near, since iron is credited with the power
to keep evii spirits away ; a view widely held, for recently in Central
India 1 found {hat a hand-sickle was hidden in each of the heaps I
examined. Although these magic rites are no longer invariably
practised, they are still common throughout the province.*

28 December —Bashdrat to Rawal (13 miles)

Cioud above and stoncs below has been our fate to-day. There
never was a stonier couniry, TRoad and field were littered with
them, some fields so thickly that one wondered how
ﬁl ée(:life-nt any blade of millet or wheat could ever get through,
village We passed from valley to valley, and in cne of them,
where the soil was a pleasant sandstone red, we came
upon a rose-coloured viilage climbing up the hiliside. " The people
who live tnere,” said our guide, a retired soldier, ‘ are men of the oid
ways : they live ail day in the “jangal ” and know nothing of the
wesld’  This excited my curiosity, and we walked across stony
iields to the viilage of Amrila. The headman came out to meet us,
and with the words, * Your feei bring blessing,” offered us the
customary rupee in token of lus loyally to Government. In accor-
dance with custom we touched it, and it returned to some told of his
dress. The 'old ways’, as he described them, might nave been
envied by more modern viliages. ' Since the English R4j came—
God knows how many years ago—tihere has been only one man in
the courts, and he got three years, We settle all our disputes
amongst ourselves, We do this now and have always done so.’
As there was no bank in the village, I was curious to know how it
got on without it, ' We do not go to the Khatri :3 none of us has
deahngs with him. When we want a loan, we take 1t from one ol
the brotherhood, and no iuterest is charged.’

" But what if there is a wedding ?’

" This is done with the help of the wedding gifts (famboi) ;4
and if there are no gifts, the mairiage verse (nikah) is read, that
is all” Then he told us of all the ways in which they help each
other, and they were the same as those described at Sardhi. ' When-
ever we have to do anything which a man cannot do by himself,
joining together we doit.” This was the case with an embankment
upon which the moisture of their fields (ail rain-watered) depended ;
1t was leaking, and they were repairing it together. The village,

T Jhelwm Gacetiecr, 3.

2 Cf. Rusticus, 283.

3 The money-lender of these parts.
4 Ses p. 176.
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WOMEN'S WORK 63
an ant-heap of (hirly-lwo houses, was in eflfect a co-operative
scciely, whick had sprang up aulvioaiically from the needs of the
village, and it was dulficull 1o see what Lieip we could give it, except
perhaps with its farming. This was primitive enough and pointing
out the stones in their fields, T agked why they did not vemove them
‘' We are lazy,” said the headman, ‘ bul since the Sahib came, he has
stirred i us a desire to change our ways: so we are repairing the
embankmend, and then we shall remove them.’

Eight boys go to a school a mile away. I asked the headman
what were the advaniages of education, *Thereis a hoy who has
gone 1o the normal schooi: he will become a teacher, That is one
Wormen's advamage, In1 conversation the words ot an
work educated man have more mfluence than those

who cannot read. That is another advantage.
And there is ons more. If an educated man has a guarrei, he
quarrels with understanding (agl).” There is nothing abstract
about the peasant’s point of view: he measures everyihing
by his own observation. The houses were not so ken-speckle as
yesterday’s, but 1ne floors were spotless, and the cattle rooms
cleaner than many byres I saw last year in different countries in
Furope. In one courtyard thiee cows were wuncung fodder, and
near them on a bed of refuse siraw, as it migit have Leen Argos
himsell* lay an old bulideg. No pie dogs here, 1n the Salt Range
the dog has hus master and serves him as watchman, Crouching in
the doorway of an inner room was & woman with promauent leetly,
shining eyes, and intelligent look, She was quicker in understanding
than the headinan aud prompted himn wnore than once.  The wormen
tieve, and they are typical of these parts, grind, spin, make the bins
{of tine white clay mixed wilth chupped stzaw) couk, i00i alter che
children, fetch the water, clean and sweep the Louse, re-plaster the
wails, and help mn the fields. I asked whether the women o1 the
men 10s¢ firsur  “The women, And who go to bed last? -
“The women.” ‘ This is a good viiage,” I said, " vut there 1s one
fault : the women work barder than the men.” The geueral laugh
showed that this was true, and with that we went on our way.

Our next viilage stood on a high plawean. [hough it had
eightly houses, the bank, wlich was two years oid, had oaly twenty-
one members. The reason ror this is one nearly
always given in these bilis when chings are not as toey
should be. *There is faction here,’ said ihe presiGent, ‘au uld
faction; it las been hele ever siuce we came: lhat is many

Faction

¢ The hound cf Odyssers* © despived he lay (his masier Lelog alat) in
the deep dung of mules and kine, whereof an ample bud was spread before
the doors ' (Qdyssey, xvi1, 296, trs. Butcher and Lang).
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generations ago, we do nol remermber how many, buu it may be
ten or tweive. When 1le Eoglsn came there was a dispute who
should be Lieadman of the village. Torty liouses are on one side,
{orty on the other. We are of one family (goz), they are of another.
Nine or ten years ago there was a raurder but none since.’
* Is there no chance of the others joining the bank ?’
‘ They fear guue and say they will see how it runs first.”
it was afler tour when we ieit the volage. 'We were told it was
only four and a baif miles to Rawal, which Iies on the plain at tne
foor of the hills, but it took us nearly two hours to get there, One of
our party thought he knew a short cut, but it was ‘ a thieves’ path’
and at one point on the steep hillside we had to breach a wall to get
our horses through. The cwner helped us and seemed surprised
at the rupee he got for s pamns. There followed a perilous descent
{perilous to our horses) to the road, which brought us to the edge
of a dliff, a1 tne {oot of wnich, 1,500 feet beiow, lay the great plain.
brown as a camel, wide as the sea, Down, down we went over
endless stones, our ponies slithering and scraping behind us. Aw
last long after the sun had sel stormily behind dense cloud, we came
gut on to the plain, and another half mile broughi us to the rest
house, where I was hospitably received by Mr. and Mrs. Brayne,
Much talk with Mr, Brayne about his campaign, Conditions
here, he says, ate far more favourable than in Gurgaon. There is
. aeither ihe grinding poverly nor the unspeakabie
E&lfaﬁgiﬂe * filth. The mentality, too, is alLogether more vigorous
and frank 1f people object 1o anyihing, they say so
at once and both give and take hard knccks with humour,  Change
for the better 15 mainly a matter of education. The people must be
taught to abandon bad customs, such as wearmg jewellery and
relieving themseives round the vulage ke dogs, to use their vast
leisure to improve their farming and 1he countryside, and o give
up quarrelling aud murdering each otner. There are about foriy
murders a year, und in one village alone there are twenty-seven
widows, all said to have been widowed by murder or the hangman's
rupe.  Mr, Brayne laid the greatest stress on the manure pit, since
it not ouly improved {arming out was mucn the best way of keeping
the village clean : it also provided the possibiity of a latrine system,
now entitely non-existent.  As to means, he thoughe that a disuriet
magazine like the vne Lie hay started (Wei Zindagi)™ was the best way
of reachmg the educated, and the lecture the best for the un-
educated. Better still for the latter is the dratna, and il would be
well if tue dramatic lalent of the province could be mobilised anu
farmessed to (he cause of 1econstruction.?
* New [ife. z2 Cf, p. 86.
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29 Decomber.—Rawal to Jalalpur {15 miles)

The road to-day was as fHat as yesterday’s was steep, and the
bare red hills rose above us straight as a wall. We were ncar the
Jhelum again, and though it lay meek and mild as a
babe, it was of ne babe that we heard. One evening
lasl year il rose from its bed and before morning had carried away
scores of villages. ‘Our village is nearly all desiroyed,” said a
petition I received from a nutber of ferrymen. ‘ We are in such
bad position 1n the world around us as some masterless, left off, and
totally undone beings.” The helplessness and despair that come
from a devastating flood couid not be better expressed. The seventy
mempers of the two banks who were awaiting us on the roadside
were amongst ihe sufferers. They lost houses, furniturc, grain, and
iodder. But Co-operation came to their rescue with special loans
at 7 per cent—the usual rate is 1z3—and houses wete rebuilc and
stocks of grain replenished. A few Look loans irom Governmient,
but ine bank loans were preferred, for a reason ihat one rmay hear
in any part of the province. There is a kindness about these,
great pressure (z0#) abour the others, When a Government loan
has to be recovered, the men of the Tahsil come with a thick stick.
Instalments have to be paid on the date fixed, but the bank’s loan
is repaid when it can be managed.’* One bank has repaid over
two-thirds of the amount borrowed, but the olhet only oune-third.
To every cioud its silver lining, says cloud-spread England, Iudia’s
equivaleny might be—io every flood its silt. IHere the swollen
river deposited it so richly upon the ficlds chat there followed a
bumper harvest., But then, again after India's fasiion, came
drought and a witheted autunun haivest,

The houses were rebuilt by the peasants tiremselves, with the
help of a carpenter tor the woodwork and 2 Pathdn and musalli fou
tlte mud walis. These were siill unplastered and had the lumpy
cracked faces of the aged, blind faces too, for no one had thought
of windows, Strung across a lane, vut uf 1each, hung a tope with a
charm knotted in 1he middle of it, Cattle were ill, and this was the
remedy ; etective, it was claimed, for ‘ thuse wio have faiih
(vaieen). TFrom near by came the sound of mourning, a long lament
sung by women gathered to weep 1the death of 2 member of the bank,

Of the seventy present ouly five were literate, three of them
army ner, The army here hiad not a good reputatica fur habits of
mdusity. ‘ The soldier cannot do our work,” suid a
member, ‘ nor can he do any other, In the army he
works for a few hours, then takes rest. We work all
day, He drinks tea and eats bread; we are content with

I For Government loans, see p, 200.

A flood

Tor znd againzt
education
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buttermilk. He wears fine clothes uud boois : our ciothes are durty,
our shoes split, and our puggarees torn.” A smack of envy as well as
hyperbole about this, but the evidence of tius lour cerlaiuly suggosts
that the sword is not the best preparation for the plough though far
better than the pen. The presidert of cne of the two banks had
something to say on the last point. ‘I have two sons. The elder
went to school—he read in the eighth class: the younger read only
in the mosque. He can du every kind of work ; but the eider does
not know how to twist ihe well rope (to which the waterpots are
fastened), nor to fit the wooden rungs to it, The younger can lift
any load : the elder is too weak. Those who work when they are
small can do every kind of work.’

‘But surely education has some advantages ? -

‘Your Honour’s word is true. The son wno is educated is
better in matters of {he brotherhood—for instance, when a visit of
condoience has to be paid. He can tell stories, too, by which men's
hearts are pleased.’ This last is a fresh argument for education,
and perhaps the inost persuasive ; for what would life be if there
were 110 storles * by which men's hearts are pleased ' ? There was
no general feeling against education. On the contrary, it was
thought to be guod, and for the usual reasons: one does not eat
guile *, one may get service, and " what does a person know who can
neither read nor write ¢’

Jaldlpur is famous for its shiine (roza), and its dome can be
seen for mues. The great grandfather of the present incumbent
came here fiomn Boklara a century ago; but it was the saintli-
ness of his son, who died only thitteen years ago, which has made
the saactity of the spot and the fortune of the family. The dome
was built to matk his grave, and now once a year, on the anniversary
of hiz death, many thousand pilgrims visit the sluine,

30 December.~~Jaltlfur to Dardpur (1T miles)

With no society to see on the way we dud not start till after
twelve, ‘The road skicted the hills on one side and the wide almost
empty bed of the Jhelum on the other, and at one or two points it
touched the river jitself, a sluggish shallow stream drained of all
strength by the two great canals it feeds, A lame inan came limping
by on his way to pay his respects to the Pir of Jaldlpur and present
him with arupee. Twice a year he does this. He was followed by
a potter and his wife driving hume & pregnant buffalo, When the
great flood caune, it swept away house and byre, aud they handed
over tneir buffalo 1o a relative, who sgreed to look after her i
vetura for a half share in her, This was assessed at Rs, 26 and had
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just been paid. As at Amrila, the weman was quicker than the
inan with the story.

While we were talking to them, a gaily dressed boy in a blue
puggaree and pink coat appeared on a pony, and as he was bound
for Dardpur, we went along together. TFifteen years
old, he was at a High school, and in the ninth
class; also a boy scout. Asked about ilie scout law, he said that
his duties were to do good to ‘ the general public’, give izzat to his
father and mother, and pay salaamat {homage) to the King. T asked
whut good he had done te ‘ the general public . His oniy answer
was & sheepish smile. Not a single ‘ good deed * could lie mention.
‘ What then do boy scouts do ¢ ' * We drii, and salaamn officers
wuen they come to the schoul.” A few days ago I asked the same
questions of a boy wlio had been a scout neaily a year, and all he
could say was that ne had been taught nothing. So {ar I have not
been fortundte in my meetings with boy scouts,® and when I
mentioned this to an Inspector of Schools he said that boys were
often recruited Ly schoolmasters for inspection purposes ouly.
byewash and whitewash. varnish and venesr—<hese vices ruin hait
the beneicent activities of the country.?

Al yesterday's meeting when we wete discussing why peasant
boys who went to school gave their fathers so little help in the
fieids, tluee reasons were meniioned: they were
coddied by their parents (the same was said near
Bhalwil) ; they thougiit too much of themnselves, and they had too
much home-work. I asked iny young companion how he fared in
this last respect.  He replied that out of ten days’ Clicistmas hotiday
hie Iiad been obliged to give up five days to hoine-work, Each day
he got up at tlhuee and worked tili nine, and again {rom eleven io
three, that is to say lor the better part of ten hours; he was wise
enough to go to bed at eight. In his swnmer holidays, which
1ast about seven weeks, his home-work touk hita o montnh, He
added thai about two-thirds ot the boys ai his school worked i
thisway. My compauion said there was nothing eaceptional in this
and iustanced his own boys. “ The number, of books they bring
back for horne-work is Jarge: that: 1ny wiole hprary. But (he added
with a laugh) they don't read them ; ihey prefer o idle and be
fined.” Wise boys, I thought, Lo prefer a five tu oveiwork. Bui

Boy Scouts

Heme-werk

1 O Ruyuricue, 76, xf7. It s falu to «dd that the 19325 Reperi m
Education v the Pvajab statss that * tha record of social service randered by
the scouts at public functions and 1n fairs and festivalsisremarkable’ (p r9)

# India is not ihe only country that suffers from this, Cf. Russia:
"It is excessively hard to disintegrats ihe positive achnevercerts from thko
effects of ihe twin Russian vices of trving to rush things and * window-
dressing ' * (Wicksleed, Ten Years in Suvviet Moscow (1933), 60).
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one can weil understand that those who do what 1hey are told have
no time or encrgy left for ficld-work, and that giadualty they become
divorced from the land.

An even greater defect is the way English is used in the
secondary school as the medium of instrustion, Both my companion
and the boy agreed that this imposed a great strain upon the mind
and that much of what was taught was not understood. They also
agreed that in the lower forms the masters took little trouble to teach
the boys, as they themselves examined them and could pass as many
as they liked. The consequence is, when boys arrive in the upper
classes, they know hittle and have great difficulty in keeping the pace

Remembering what Mr. Brayne said about the village latrine,
{ asked the boy what was done at school 1o encourage their use.
A latrine is provided, but as the sweeper comes only
once a day, its state is not pieasant. My companion
said, that, when fresh from village iife and its unsophisticated ways,
he first stayed at an Indian hotel in town, he was homfied at the
arrangements, and ne added that hotel lavatories were still indes-
cribably flthy.® 1 asked him whether he thought the village
latrine pit would work in a country where people were happy-go-
lucky and careless. He replicd, that was just the question thau
people who discussed the proposal were asking themselves.

A surpnising point in this connexion is thai the viillage child
is never taught to control itself in any way. Uniil it 15 of an age
to observe the ways of its elders, it behaves like an
untrained dog. The pownt arose from my askmg tmy
companion tu explain die villuge woman's difficulcy
in keeping herself sufficieatly clean to pray five times a day.* A
mother always keeps her infant with her, generally in her anns, and
as the napkin has not tound its way mto the village, accidents
happen. Even in the househoids of educated zemindars no training
is given, An impoitant difference between English and Indian
children is that {he latter learn su little at home. He was surprised
at (ke knowledge shown by Mr. Biayne’s buy of neatly four when he
questioned him yesterday, He answered questions which would
have been too much for an Indian boy of twice tus age,

‘We had been meandermg through a tangle of ravines and now
came out on the open siverain, beautirul with sarknanda grass and

yowyy wuedt. To oot left 1ose Tilla’s sacred hill,
f‘::‘;};‘{“k“ °f high and lonely, and to o sighc across the river the
glittering headworks of the Lower Jhelum caual. At

Baaifation

Infant
training

* Rusas appears to suflar from ths same d-awback, see Clocly Hamilion,
Modern Russia (1934}, 107, 185, 188; and Wicksteed, op, cit., 113,
3 Bee P. 59
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Dardpur I turned inlo the village unexpectedly. String beds were
produced, and twenty members of the village banks svon collected.
The president, a Janjua and an ex-Subedar, complamed of the ill
effects of the head-works, which held up a large volume of water.
‘ Thirty years ago ne mosquitoes troubled us, but now when the
wind blows from the river we cannot sleep, and fever afflicts us.
Formerly thete were 300 houses : now only 150. This ycar 16 have
been porn and 33 have died.’” I called i ihe village watchman s
book and found thatl it was so. and that all Dot one had died of
fever® A Hhitie of the great wealth brought by the canal might,
I thought, have been spared 1o protect these peopie who have
gained nothing but iever irom it. There is, however, a dispensary
only five miles away.

The Subedar is a thoroughly progressive soldier, and toe second
we have met in this district.* He left the armny many years ago to
cultivate his 400 actes. Two years later he sold ail
nis jewellery and now deposils his savings with a
co-operative bank on behalf ot his wite and daugiters.d
Two years ago he introduced Virginian tobacco, getting his seed
from Pusa,* and tlus year, on the advice of the Agriculiural Depart-
ment, he followed up witll lucerne, Lerseem, and elephant grass.
Ulnkike the other places visited i the district, the village has a
number of up-to-date umplements—sz Raja ploughs, 7 Mestous,
3 harrows, 2 hoes, and 4 chaf-cutter. It has also 15 three-quarer
Merino 1ains, and their plunp snow-white lambs show ibeir vaiue,
The Subedar is ¢ goud example of what the true rural jeader may do
for a viliage, and at presewc w is this {ype luat the province needs
mozie than any other.

The village Is ahead in other ways., With 150 houses, it sends
a5 boys and 30 guls o school. All present weie m favour of
. education fo girls, but many did not thiuk it wise
ﬁg“é‘fggfmﬁ“ ior them to be educated will the boys for the reasons

given three days ago. The Subedas saw 1o objection
to it fu e primary classes, and actually twenty boys and girls are
taught logeilier at e mosque. When I made the obvious 1emark,
they sad the schoul was dulferent because several of the nasters
were young lhere are 13 flindu shopkeepers in the wiilage, aund
though they would Like their girls waught iu Hindi or Sanskrit, they
object to their bemng taugln wm Muslim-made Utdn, Tow ditficalt
is 1he education of the masses in a country where boy aud gitl may
nwt be educated Lugehet, where each religion gives 1ts teachiug b1 a
different language, « language, too, that is eithet foreiyn, archaic or

A progreseive
goldier

I Cf. Rustecus, 44 % Bee p 43, 3 Chop.o4e
4+ An important agricuitural experim entai station m Brhar,
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dead,* and wherce the speech of the people changes so rapidly from
tract io tract that education casuo: be given to them in their
mother tongue.

The village is owned by four landowners, and most of the
cultivators are their tenante. What even a temant can echieve in

, the way of material comfort was shown by one of lhe
]‘:‘QEZE“M 8 houses T visited. It was entirely kachka ;* yet, bux
for the absence of windows, one could not have
wished for a nicer abode, and the wide I. shaped verandah in front
gave it the charm that a loggia gives i Italy. The main room was
as clean as could be and, following Gujrat fashion, had a weli-
carved shelf running right round it, which was adorned with twenty-
seven metal dishes and nine pottery plates. In an alcove were
three shelves supporting a dozen empry wine bottles, and in a
curner a new meat safe, An innovation, which 1 have seen only
once before, was the use of iwo enormous wooden chests for grain,
Their advantage is the greater security from weevil and the ease
with which they can be moved into the sun during the rains when
grain must be pertouically dried. The house had cost Rs. 1,750 ;
yet the owner Lad only a single plough and a 12 acre {arm., But
he had the second string without which no arable farmer with a
small holding can readily prosper: he traffics in grain, {odder, and
cattle. He 1s m fact the thnfty type of peasant which in Kussia,
under the name of Koolack, has been stamped out by the Revolu-
tion.t Alihough he haa not twoubled about ventiation—I have
neveyr seell a teuant who did—there are in the viliage 32 houses
with windows and fourteen with ventilators. I was ioid again, as
a score of times before, that it is the fear of thieves that makes
houses windowless ;5 but so far nere of these pioneers has sufiered
for his boldness.

When I walked across the fields to the rest house, the golden
warkhanda giass was flooded with evening light, and as the sun sef,
the light passed nito the sky above and turned to aber behind the
purple hills,

New Year's Eve—Dardpur to Jhelum (23 miles)

A Ditter cold morning, so cold that the peasants drew their
white cotton shawls over head and shoulders. Even when the

* l.e, Arabic, old Punjabi, see p. 9z and Sanskrit.

2 Applied to a house not made of stone or burnt bricks; the opposite
of pukka.

4 Guirat is just across the mver. In the Salt Range possessions are
hung an the wall jisslf.

4 Maumice Hindns, Red fread (1931), 149, 163, 166-7.

4 In 1535 I was told the same in a village in Central Tndia,



CATTLE-BREEDING 73
Indian shivers, he kceps his inborn grace. 'We passed out into the
open, on to the wheat-bearing plain, and there before us stoud the
Himélyas in all their snowy splendour : a sight to catch the breath,
and make one pause.

We stopped at a village to see a cattle-breeding society, and
around us pressed an eager throng of humans and cattle. The
cattle were of the northiern Dhanni breed, a breed
that recalls the Dutch Friesian and fooks as if ink had
Deen splashed over snowy flanks, The District Boaid has given the
village a bull, which a villager locks after for Rs. 13 a month, but
one is not cnough as there aie over 100 cows to be served. 1 strongly
urged the purchase of a sccond, but this would mean some outiay
by the villagers themselves. The only response, therefore, was polite
acquiescence. A Muslim tract is much wore {avourabie to cattle-
breeding than a Hindu, where the cow is worshipped and cattle may
not be slaughtered. North of the Jhelum. therefore, with 9o per
cent of the peopie Muslim, caide-breeding should be as easy as
everywhere else it is difficull . for, excepe atnongst tue few Hindus,
there is not the least prejudice againsi the sale to e buicher of
mifirm or aged slock, and 1t 1s even rare fur a bullock or cow 1o be
xept irom attection after it 1s past work,t Nor does anyone ubject
1o ehvlter castration or moculation on religious grounds. Even just
across the Jhelum breeding is rnote dufficuit, since, by one of those
difievences which make this rive) & 1eal boundaty, to tae norih of it
bulls are nearly always tied up, and to the souih, according 1o
Himndu custom, they are allowed 1o 10am wherever they ke, In
the one case breeding can be controfled, and i the other, bulls
cover as thiey please, The difference 15 of great importance in g
country where cows ate of all soits and good bulis far too few.?
Furthermore, if buils are tied up, fees can be charged for their use
and therr nuraber muliuiplied with the proceeds. This seews the
obvious remedy for the present shoriage, and «f District Boards
wotld appry il they couid buy more bults. Unfortunately, rule and
rowine biock the way, and most peopie dismiss the proposal as
fmpracticable. Tel those who keep buflaloes often charge a fee tor
theiv services.d To the Hindu thete is someiluny saciilegious m
cdoing this with a bull, and even the Sikh feels a strong scruple, bul
not the Mushim born in the north,

Cattle breeding on modcrn hines is s0 much more ieasible in a
Muslim thaa a Hindu tract chat it seems a piry that so much more
should have beenn doue Lo develup it souths of the Sutlej than north

Catile-breeding

T Ct p. 18o end Pustirus, Gz,
? See ibwd, 104 105.
3 Cf, p. 158, n3.
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of the Jhelum. Till recently the Dhanni breed was almost entirely
neglected in favour of that of Hissar,! a1 though undoubledly the
powerful Hissar-bred bullock is better suited to the heavier soils
irrigated by canal and well, in these parts there is not a cultivator
who does not prefer the quick light-focted Dhanni bullock for
unirrigated land, where ploughing need not be deep but must be
swiit, lest precious moisture be lost.*

No one, not even a retired officer of the Veterinary Department
who was present, could explain why bulls should be tied up on one
side of the Jneium and not on the other. One may guess that it is
due to the Hindu origin of most of the tribes to the south ; and this,
oo, is probubly the reason wiy across the river the Muslim Rajput
and Gujar occasionaily let the young bull of a good milch cow go
free as an act of merit. This is an entirely Hindu custom, and both
Rajput and Gujar were once Hindu.3

The most surpnsing differeuce north and south of the jhelum
is the way milk is treated. South of it, from Gujrat to Delhi and

y . southi-west to the boiders of Sind, muik is kept
g;gge;“;]d"? simmeiing on a fire afl day and vast quantities of

caitle dung that should enrich the soil are used as
fuel. This is considered an indispensable process. Yet to the
north onee the riverain 1s crossed, lew heat their milk for more than
an hour a day and many Jo noi heat it at all. The reasons given for
heating il are, firsily, it keeps it from going bad, to which the hot
cliimaie makes it pione, secondiy, it produces more buttermilk and
ghi,* and thirdly, it gives them a more agreeable flavour, The last
two poinis tefer particularly to buffaioes, which are scarce in
the dry stony north but abound elsewhere ,3 and in genetal it may
be said that milk, being jess wbundant in the noith, is more quickly
consumed, tliat cows (iere are kept mainly for breeding, and that
the Lot weather is shorter.  But as against this, very little hearing
is done in the Bhukkar tahsil, which lies i the hot Indus valley
opposite Dera lsmail Khan (in the hot weather the milk is kept cool
by a covering of ash or sand moisiened with water), and in the Mian-
wall tahsil, immediately tu the uoiih, heating is done uot in the hot
weatiier bul in the cold, Further nocth still, in the Pindigheb
tahsil {except ia a small area% uo healing is done at ail, The reason
given me for this ou the borders of the two tahsiis is typical of India :

* In 1633, W the thres szuthern districte ¢f Hissar, Roheak, and Ganpaon
loeal bodies ewned 1,828 stud bulls (all presumably of Hissar erigin) as against
20! owned or subsidized in the three districts of the Dhanni tract (Fety.
Dagart, BYE (3932-3), Vi,

* The paint is developed ca pp. 1551

3 For tbis practice ses p, 180. 4 Clurified butter.

5 See p. 157 6 The Narérd tract near Makhad,
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the villagers were wld by a pir, wiser though perbaps not mere
stientific than nwest, that heating wouald be bad for their cows !

As to the other arguments, an Inspector who lives in a central
district says he has given up heating his milk and lost nothing by it ;
a landowner from Atlock declares that when he visits his colony
estate in Shahpur, his buttermilk and ghi are made from heated
miik, anG be can scaicely tell the difference ; and the inhabitanis of
a village near here, who keep both buifaloes and cows, declare that
they heat thewr ik for barely an howt, and in both cases the results
are excetlent. Surely then cattle should be allowed to put back
mnto the soil what they taxe out of it, and 1t this were done, 1t wouid
add more to the weaith of the proviuce tlan a new canal

Az Sanghot, having done {hirteen miles on my mare, I continued
the day's march in ihe servants’ lorry, A heile Hndu pieader i
sliabby European clothes gol in too. He had just
recewved a fee of Rs. 100 for detending an appeal in
High Court at Lanore. The case, a civu one, was decided by
the ongmal couri in January 19z, and now six years later,
after the uniortunate mammer of civil lidgation in this province,
for wiicn the High Cowrt is not responsible bur which amounts
almost to a denial of justice, 1t i1s 1o wme up for hearing on
January x2. When I aeplored the fact thal m these days of slump
he snould have to take such a large sum from a peasant, he said
that he had persuaded hum to drop two o1 ms ihiee cases.  This was
much to lus credit, for e siumyp has hil lus prolession hard, It is
not ouly ihai fees ase lower—in this case the uormal fee was Rs. 150
—bul cases are fewer. At Saigodha a pleader said that Lthe mcome
of e Jocal bar had falien by 50 per cent, ana last month I was
told much the same at Amritsar.

In this district there has been litile octasion o mentiod tle
fall in prices, as it 15 muth less feit here {ha. in the colony tracts.
Theie are three ieasons for lius. Military service
brings in iaige sums—over thuteen jakhs (about
£100,000) 4 year from penstons elone®—and these purchase more
than they did Witn no canal, there is no water rale to pay, and
the tand revenue is Light, naving been last fixed in che junelies
witen prices wele as low as they ate now.3 The district Jacks

Litigatiszn

Prices

= Cf Rusticus 356, and Vellaga Survey, No 3, 179, where 1t 1s calculated
that ‘about 42 per cent of the best manure of the village (T'ehong m
Juallundu) 1= burm,’

2 Pupjab Banhng Enguwy Comise Bpf 1920, p 362,

8 The land revenue 15 periodically revised, distuct by district, largely
on the baswis of existing prices, Fou the een yeas wnding 1895 ibe puce
of whear 1~ the Pind D~dan Khan tahal, through which we have Teen passing,
averaged jusl under Rs. 2 a maund (4ssess. %;bt., 1898, 4): for its present
price, 5ee P. Z»
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water bui not cash, and at present, for most, cash is the scarcer of
the two.

We were now lurching across wide sandy torrent beds, and as
we approached Jhelum the Himalayas became more and more
distinct, and their spowy far-flung live crowned by the Pir Panjil,
spread northwards and southwards along the blue horizon. From
their midst issues the niver whose passage Alexander torced, almost
at this spot, in the heat and flood of May. His victory over * Porus
Mahar4j’ is stiil remembered, and by some (on the left bank) he is
spoken of as a “fasgnambar’ or messenger from God. A few hoursin
the Calcutta maii, and we were once more in Lahore.



PArr II: SOUTHWARDS

CHAPTER V
RAVI TO SUTLE]J*
Tue S1KkH JAT—THRIFT, EDUCATION AND VIOLENCE

19 January, 1931.~—Lahore to Attari

THis time southwards, o.r bourne Delhi. The frst twenty
miles were done in a car along the Grand Trunk Road, the road that
runs from Calcutta to Kabul. Passing Shalazmar and
its ancient Moghul garden, all mango groves, fountains
and flowers, we became involved in a ceaseless stream
of lorries plying between Amritsar and Lahore. The road was
pleasantier in the days of Kim, and though it was then untarred,
it could not have been dustier, for, as lorry met lorry, both were
forced on to the mealy, earthy tracks on either side and the air
became thick as London {fog. I was Lound fur Vanieke 1o see the
beginnings of aw experiment in 1ural reconstruction just statted by
the YM.C.A. In appeurance the village is Lypwal of the central
Punjab, which means that there are thousands like it, Dung heaps
surround it, and dung cakes, like large Bath buns, treilis the fal-
topped roofs. The houses are of clay and many are crarubling.
Here and theie a red brick mansion rises arrogauily above its
weighbours, one ihe zaildar's, ancther the goldswith's. But
mansion, house, aud hovel aie juwbled togethei in democratic
confusion with less plan and design than a towring officer gives tc a
day’s encampment, and no one looking down upon the mud-pie
mass cotld suppose that men have lived there coutinuousiy for
generations,

Bui the village has one unusual {exiure, a iwelve-sided keep,
romantic as a Peel tower 10 the Scoitish borders and once serving
the came purpose. Built minety vyears ago for
the son of one who had shared Ranjit Singh's bed but
not s throne, it has a dark dungeon-iike rvow below
with archied recesses and walls 6 feet thick, and airy rooms above

A typical
village

A TM.CA.
experiment

1 Rsanfall about 20 inchas.
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locking ort upon bettlemrsnts and the empty plain. 1t has now
been wunvetied into a Y.MLC.A. caatre, and from i, as irom a
lighthouse in the dark, radiate the energy and faith by which it is
hoped to lift ihe village on to a higher plane. It will be no easy
task, for the village has a bad reputation sven for the Manjha,’
on the edge of which it stands, There are four factions in ihe
viliage, and so bitterly oppused that they will not attend each
other s weddings, and every year it is the scene of murder. Even
as we looked down from ihe battlements, a pony entered the lane
below bearing on iis back a goldsmith who had recently had the
narrowesl squeak : an ememy struck at him with a sword as he
slept, but in the dark it the wall beside him and only grazed his
skull, Tnere has not been time for the Y.M.C.A. to do much, but
a smail playground has been made and the youth of the village is
learning to play voliey ball. After peace, England’s greatest boon
tu India is games, and it 1s hoped that in time this will distract the
viilage iromn its teuds., Meanwhile it is of happy omen that every
day the village waterman gives tne playground a skinful of water
without charge.*
From Vanleke we went un 1o see a iemarkable missionary
settlement, which ior many years Las been t:ying to improve the
conditions ol the wilage woman round Asrapur.
A davoted - Iy . . s . . a
missionary £ven the bitterest critics of Christian missions
{generally those who know them least) can hardly
doubt tnat the missionary doctor is an asset to this greatly
under-doctored country, and when the doctor is a woman,
she is always a godsend and sometimes a saint, This is the case at
Asrapur, where an Indian lady, small in stature but big in heart,
118 o woman's hospital and also a senooi for girls and smaii boys.
Ii is forty years since Miss Bhose went there for het health. ¢ Whea
1 had been here fifteen days,’ she told me, ‘ I fcit I could scand it 110
fonger, it was so tedwuas.  Yet afler fifteen years I felt I had only
just begun £o know the village '—weighty words Lo be pondered by
those who think they know the Indiau peasant, Onéof Miss Bhose's
best services 1o the ueighbourhood is the training of ordinary viliage
midwives-~women of such humble castes as weaver, cobbler,

* The tract lying berween the Grand ‘frunk Koad, the Sutlej and the
Bees, and embeuacipg most of the distzicts of Amsitsar and Lahoge, Ifs
corract dame is Majha, but Manpjhe bag long since passed into official
publications.

# The work still continues, with a young Indian graduate in charge.
Bluch wse is made of lpcal panchayats, which genesally tieel once a wesk
and settle disputes on the lines described below (p. 138 ff). Village games
are also promoted, and in Vanieke iself a night school has been started for
vdults apd a small libeaty opened (1034).
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waterman, and sweeper. Over tweniy villages benefit, and last
year the 600 children born in them were brought into the world at
the cost of only three lives as against a Census average of eight.
The result is a strong demand [or trained women.
Another coterprise is the starting of two co-operative societies,
one for women, the other for the school-children. I was taken to
y the school to see them, and on entering it 1 felt at
33;’;:;;’3:“ g once the presence of modesty and grace; also of
child mischief, for in front were rows of children with bright
impish eyes, The members of the women’s society,
hospital nurse and servant, teacher and peasant wife, were seated
behind, all in Indian dress. No dress, east or west, is more beautiful,
and when, as in oue instance to-day, it is the adoinment to intelli-
gence, sir-plicity and beauty, Lhe efiect is ravishing, The twenty or
thirty members have already saved Rs. 2,000, and two recently
helped their husbands to pay their land revenue.* One contributed
Rs. 200, and her husband was so pleased that he ratsed her mouihly
contribution to the society from five to ten rupees. Tl peasuii’s
wife with little income ol her own perfurce depeuds upon her
hasband for most of her coniribution., But she is nol entively
withou resotrce, for any milk and ghi sold are her perquisite, and
0o doubt she draws occasionaliy upon the household store of grain,
which she usually controls, In any case the idea of thrirr is put
into her head, and it is the idea she needs most, It is the sane with
the children. Their society is a very new and ininiature affair,
but i is @ fust lesson in the Laudling of money, Some of the
members pul by as much as a rupee a month, but most only a few
auras. The president is a boy of ten, and the treasurer a girl of
the same age. The treasurer's funcrions are nominal, bui the
president signs all entries in pass-books.® The school has as many
girls as boys, and though some of the buys are eleven or iwelve years
vid, theie have been no difficulties, despite the Sali Range verdict
that sipall boys are often evil.>  The success of the women's society
is bound up with Miss Bhose, and when she went ofi to Europe for
a holiday, members began withdrawing their money, Iu this
country, as has already been noted,® ihere is neamly always some
personality behind any outsianding aciievenent.
The Manjha is notorious for the touglmess and brutality
of its inhabitants, who are mosily Sikfi Jats. I doubt,” says a
T There are now thirty-six memberz and in eleven years they have
accumulated Rs, 5,900 (rg3z2).
2 There are now tnirty members and in firee years Ks. 6go has been
saved. Thare are four sther sacisties in the Drovines (1933).
3 p. 66,
4P 43
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Settlement Officer, ‘if there is any other tract in ithe provioce
. where ihers are more crimes of violance, misre coli-
E:‘;t;ﬂlage tempt for law and order, or more indulgence in strong
drink.’? This is variously explained. One zemindar
says that the people have always been lawless and men for a feud,
another that there is a peculiar strength in Manjha wheat, and a
third, with undoubted truth, that it is largely the effect of prosperity
and idleness.* Ali agree that the brutality is there, and a zemindar
rexnarked that the people think no more of cutting off a person’s
head than of slicing a carrot. This explains the forty-lour murders
that took place iri the district last year3 and episodes like that of the
Vanieke goldsmith: also the following story told by Miss Bnose.
Two headmen were at {feud, and one of tnem, after getting his rival
nearly murdered, contrived things so craitily that ten men got
penal servitude though oniy three were guilty. This would have
satisfied most, but not a Manjha jat. One day chance brought his
rival's sweeper, a mere stripling, to fus door. Though the quarrel
was only with his master, he caught him and tied him by the feet
to the branch of a tree, and called to his wite to heat the tamily
tongs, Tney were flat-sided, ana next day when Miss Bhose saw
the burus on Ids butrocks, they measured six inches by four. So
greai was ihe jear the headman inspired thar few would give
evidence against him : De had a friend, too, in the lacal police-
station. Foitunately those above became aware of this, and he
has just been sentenced to eighteen months’ imprisonment.

Within the school-house all was innocence and beauty, and
these ate the domgs without. But within was the religion of peace
restment of El.}fl(}. gooslwill, and the iniluence of a gracious presence.
wives Even without there is more goodwill than one would

suppose. It is surprising, Miss Bhose said, how weil
the Manjha Jat looks after his wife. She could think of only one
case in which a sick wite was left to come to hospital alone. When
a wile Is ili, her hiusband makes every possibie arrangement for Ler
comfort, and i sedouas cases the men, being 1ore intelligent, make
much better nurses {han the women, The desire not 1o lose a
valuable possession, for which mouney has often beeu paid, may
explain this solicitude, but not, Miss Bhose said, the evident
kindness in nursing, 1t 1s significant, however, that hittle care is
speat upon the sick widow. The practice of wife-beating (rare

v Assess. Rph, 17,
* Ci. Pepsant, 237,
3 Tn 1532 the number was forty-geven, and = coly two districks was it

greater. In each of the 3 years ending 1932 it was greatest in Lahore, which is
also part of the Manjha

.
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encugh now) coming ints my mind, I remarked that I had often
heard i said that, in spitc of being beaten, women had the upper
hand. ‘Yes,’ she replied, © they say 1o me: “{or every beating
we give them with a stick, they give us twenty with the tongue.”’
But apparently most couples live together very contentedly, and
in the village she knows best, where there are eighty houses, there
is only one couple that does not get on.

Every village, certainly every viliage with littie or no education,
should have a religious centre where touch can be maintained with

. spiritual forces, Here there is a church, and 1t is in
&:rﬂcll?g@ keeping witli its sarrouncings. Built many years ago
by a Finanaai Commissioner, who became a inis-
sionary, it is well suited to a faith born of peasants. Al its adorn-
ments, including the cross on the altar, liave veen made locally.
There are no chairs, only a few low wicker stools, for, as is their
wont at home, most sit on the floor, ihe women on one side and the
men on the other. There ure 1,200 Chiistiuns scattered in tne
villages round, and on Christmas Duay the wide nave and transept
wete thronged.

Cn our way 1o Aitari we passed the shrine of a new pir, who
died ouly four months ago.r Such was Pir Alied Shah’s 1eputalion
that people Drought hun theit {roubles and ailments
to heal and cane even from such cties as Lanore and
Amrmsar.  ©ls ways were different from those of ordwary men.
Oue who knew him described him as possessed by the Spirit* and
holding aloof fron men, helping some and repruaching otheis,
* He spoke no serious word (sanjidan bat),’ said one, ‘ bul lLe was
a great saint (swiia). His cud was as sirikiog as his bie. The vilage
pond of Ranike, wiere he iived, was beiug flled up, and though
apparently Ui good health, be anvounced that he would die on he
day on which the work was completed. When the news spread,
2,000 {said une who was present) came Lo behold Wie eveni. And a
week petore the crisis, when a sick wonian begged lum to wlercede
for her with Heaven that she might not die, he 1eplied : * 1 shafl die
before you. the day is at hand.” Auwd s0 it happcned, On the
fifreenil day from his annouicerient he died, and to this day there
has been nothing to account for it.3 This is enough lo establisi
kis sauclily for generations, and theie will cerainly be an annual
tair on the day of s death, aud ten or twenty years heuce a fine

A new pir

¥ Ci. Rushizus, 147, 268,

2 The word used was ‘ mast ', which in this sense—it nas a2 more common
siglilcance—implies absorplion 1w the divine so complete ay w eaclnde all
congrwousness of the material world

3 T have recentlv made further enquiries on {his peini and find thal
ihere 15 stili mo explanalion (1934).
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shrine, such as we saw 2t Jelalpur,®* will doubnless rise over his {omb.
Already a lamp swings above it, and festoons of flowers wave in the
wind.? * Pirs don’t fly, but weir disciples make then fly,” said one
of my companions, quoting a sceptical Persian proverb,? and in
more serious vein he added that a holy man is revered by all, whether
Hindu, Muslim, or Sikh. The feeling for religion is the sacred thread
ihat all India wears.4 But it is sometimes badly twisted.

20 January—dithri 1o Kasel (12 males)

To-day we were in: the saddle again and the trek sonthwards
began. The sky was grey and soon turned to rain, and as it was
. the first rain since Sepiember, there was deep-felt
&‘:“‘I’é:;’:nfnd satisfaction. ‘ Every drop,’ said one who rode with
me, ‘is a grain of gold,’ and when we reached Bhakna,

Kalan, the village of our inspection, pretty well soused, we were
recelved wrth smiling faces and much congratulation upon having
brought the longed-for rasn. 1n india the very elements are made
to vield their quota of compliment to those who are credited wiih
pewer. We Joregathered in a large covered gatewayat the entrance to
the village, where men gather in the evening to talk. Nearly all were
Siklis, as the rows of beards showed ; such beards and such varieLy—
shaggy, flufly, dishevelled; sprouung, flowing, overflowing ; combed
‘and uncombed, wuiled and uncuried, jer black and snowy white. Of
the sixty persons present twenty-one were literale, but only eight
haabeentoscnool. Theothershad learnt toread and write Gurmukhis
at the iccal Gurdwéra. Altnough there has been a Primary school
Lete fou over ffty years, 6o per cent o1 the boys of school-going age
do ot go to schwol at all. A recent visit frem an important officias
led to ihe signing of a petition for compulisory education, but owr
talk to-day made me doubt whether ihis was inspiied by moie thuu
a desue to placate autbority. ‘' We are 1ou poor to send our sons
1o scuool, sawd a zemindar speeking tor the rest; "~ we caanot do
wiihour their help.  Toey keep watch over the crops, they iake the
catde out, and chop fodder fo., ihem, ana sir on the driver's seat
(gudds) al the Persian wheel. But wlen they are at school they
bring hoite 80 tnuch wutk, that they cannot work for us. Their
eyes do not ook cur way. And when they have been at school
sutue wme, they become weak and cannot work as we do.* * Here

I 68,

# An annual feir is held st the pir’s shrins and attended by shonut 5,000
people (1933).

2 Puran nome parand, mwreedan wu parvanand.

4 Cf fAustious, 131,

5 The Punjobi scripl, o Saunskritic origa,
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are twe zemindars, said spother, peinting {o two young men;
‘olie fids 2€ad antd the other fias uol; bul the one who has read
cannot possibly do as much work as the other.” The impeachment
passed without protest and recalled the feeling expressed in the
Jhelum riverain. Of the eight who had been at schocl only three
are actually cultivating and their farming is no better than anybody
else’s, Indeed, one person stated emphaiically that those who had
not been to school farmed best as they could work haider, Although
there are 300 houses in the village and the school has been there so
long, there is nct a single improved mmplement of any kind, aud
no one has ever troubled to get selected seed. Yetr Amtitsac is only
nine miles away.

21 fanuury.—Kasel o Tarn Tarvawn (14 males)

‘Why so late with chota haziri?’ I asked my bearer this
morning, ‘The fast has begun end I got up at four to eat; this
made me a litile lazy.” This is the ideal month for Ramzan: the
days are short and the cold too great for thirst,

We had not gone very far on our road when we became involved
in the army, About 500 men, some British, some Indian, are doing
a flag-march through this part of the country to
remind possible iaw-breakers trat there ave those who
will deal witl: them If necessaiy. The lesson s
ueeded ; for last suminer, when Congress was at open war with
Governmeni and makmg every effori 1o peisuade the peasant not
Lo pay reut or land revenue, five or six Sikh villages in this distriet,
misled for the most part by Hindu traders, became mfecied witlt
the foolish propaganda, and some wiests had to be made. The
same thing happened iu Sheikhuypuwia and Gujrunwala, * Lala-iog >
as the Hindu intelligentsia of the {own ae familiarly called in ine
village, told the Sikh peasant that 1t was * Gaudhi~ji's *¢ order that
no land revenue should be paid. The Muslim peasant paid littie
heed, but in about fifteen villages Sikn Jats (Varaks), who have
strong Hinda affizides, wete led astiay uud a vumbe: had 1o go to

14

jaids 1L iv siguificant thai only uvue of these villages had a

DJengress and
a flag-march

I p.ooB.

% The distzizts of chaptor i

3 Literally ‘ Mister-folk ’, Laia being s commen Hinda squivalent for
Mister, and log a colloquialism for people.

4 ' Ji'is wirtwaliy  Mr)

5 In Sheikhupuia witests hind to De made in only 2 o1 3 of the B or g
villages affected. In Gujranwala 6 villages were affected and 49 persons (only
7 Muslims) were prosecnted and convicted. Another 3x were let off on

tendering an apology (informaiton kindly supplied by the Deputy Com-
missionery concerned),
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co-operstive society, and that the scciely was in o Muslim quarter,
which was not affected. With its training in elementary cconomics
and its gospel of goodwill, Co-operation is the best aniidote to
agitation of this kind, and it cannot be doubted that last year the
20,000 societies of the province had a sedative effect upon the
village and helped to prevent any general spread of the lawlessness
which troubled many towns

All along our road were groups of cneerful peasants and retired
soldiers with medalied breasts waiting to see the troops march past.
At one village the boys of the High school were drawn up in rows
with a tiny Union Jack in each hand, which they waved rhythmically
to the sound of a gramophone as the armed ranks went by. Asis
s0 often the case 1n the Sait Range, the army has been the making
of thus village. In the war over roo went to the front, and now
Rs. 7,000 a year are paid 1n pensions.t

¥From Manan, where we saw several different types of society,*
we came along the best of all roads for horsemen—a good unmetalled
road. In Moghul days it was the Grand Trunk road from Delh:
to Kabni. and some of the old milestones, pillars of masonry thai
none could muss, still stand. Almost everyone we met salaamed,
and it was ditficult to belheve that a few months ago people were
mocking ofnicials and the followers of Government with shouts of

son of a toady " and refusing 10 pay land revenue. The sun had

sec when a suctession ol vrciards, a leper asylum, and a High school
usheied us into Tarn Taran, a towniet of 10,000 mhabitants with a
Sikh shrine, whose minarec-shaped tower proclaims one of the
sacred spots of Sikhism.

23 Janmary, —Hull

Our chief concern to-day was thrift, and it is India’s chief
cconomic need, But not all in this country are thriftless, The
e lailor of Bhera and his sewing machine returns to
;lot;;f‘“ W&  mind,3 and there is the bania or Hindu trader, who
is as thrifty as any class in the world. He is an

expert in the art of day 1o day saving. done generally for the educa-
tion or marriage of a child. To see how he does it, we paid a visi
fo ihe bazams of Tain Taran—winding lanes where the pelty shop-
kecper squats all day and well into the night i narrow shallow shops
surrounded by wares of a Woolworth cheapness, The first person

T The whoie Jiswmel receives eight lakhy {£50,000) iu pensions (Fb. Bag.
Engy. Epi, 36>)

2 Dapks, Cattls-breeding, and Land Revenue Rederontion societies
(see p. 125).

ip, 35
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we spoke 10, a wrocer, kept an ordinary metal money-box for luis
children. The next was a chemist. who had hanging on his wall a
roughly made wooden box, eight inches by six, with a slit at the top
for coin. He told us how every day he had put in something against
the day of his daughter’s marriege. After five years he unscrewed
the top—it was too roughly made for a lock—and counted out
Rs. goo, a large sum but au average of only eight annas a day. We
next visited the house ol a piece-goods merchant. Passing through
a little rubbish-littered courtyard, whicl seemed a meeting-piace for
all the smells of the town, we climbed up an unsavoury corkscrew
staircase to a small room on the second floor. There, almost out of
reach, we saw a slit in the plastered wall, and the merchant said
that every montn he put ten rupees iuto it to provide for the
inarriage of « tiuy danghier, who just came up to my knees. Ten
years hence there will be a wedding in the DLest traditional style,
and not an anna borrowed. In {he opposite wail was another shit
for the merchant’s son. The walls are used and not the floor, as
the floor is of cement. Account is kept of all that goes in, and when
thiee or four hundred rupees iave been saved, tie amouni is taken
out aud leni agamst jewellery—mnever against personal security—
and the intetest earned is added to the store. The merchant said
that in many towns shopkeepers save in this way, and my enquiies
confirm this, but the practice is giving way to the more modern habit
of deposit. This is markediy the case in Tarn Taran, where a highly
successiul co-operative Banking Union, whose president, 1lie best
type of Sikh soldier, inspires unusual confidence, has dune wuch to
popularize investment and has athiacted neaily six lakhs (£45,000)
in deposits, including Rs. 70,000 of small savings deposits.

As we saw a few days age,! cc-operation is domg 1ts best to
encourage thrift amongst women as well as men. Here there are
tluili sodleties {fur Loth, one for the leachers of 4 High schodl, and
the oilier for the women on the stafi ofsthe Leper Asylum. All the
membets ate Christians, aud sevetal are daughters of lepess and
teachers in the leper schocl.* The tending of the leper is one of the
most merciful tasks undertaken by missionaries in India, and 1t is
done on the most merciful lines, Lepers are allowed Lo keep their
chitdren Uil tlie age of three and after that to see thes ouce a week.
1n this way touch is maintained betweent parent and child and the
taint ravely comurnunicated3

I Lt
P 7o
2 Tn four years twenty-nine women accumulated Rs. 3,000 in monthly
snbscriptions of Ks. 1 to 10

3 n 1931 there were 1,853 lepers 1n the Punjab (Census &pt.),
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Tle day ended with a party given in honour of ihe * Army’,
who marched in this morning 550 strong, We were Lieated 1o a
lively dialogue 3 la Plautus between two rapscallions acting the
parts of master and servant, the master armed with a tawse and
plying it almost incessanily upon the half naked body of the servant
to the rapture of the Indian audience, and the two for nearly an hour
keeping up an unflagging patter in mockery of us all--police, kazis,
banias, mullahs, rajpurts, rulers, with & most disarming humour
and zest. Like the Frenchman the Indian is a born actor,

23 Janwary—Tarn Tavan lo Sivhili (12 miles)

A gorhering of £ity to-day in the scheol-house at Wowshera {or
the usual bankinspection  Four or five reticed officers sar on chairs,
. and tue rest squatied thickly on the foor, beard by
gvv;:ge"m and  foard.  More beards filled the doorway and the open
windows. The atmospheie was unmistakably Sikh,
and that is the livest thing to be had in the Punjab village, Sixteen
of those present were more or less fileraie in Urdu, and five more
could read and write Gurmukly., Nine bad served in the aimy, and
the moving spiril was an old but vigotous cavalry officer, a Risaldar,
and with him were two more retired officers, both of whom—be it
said to their credit—cultivate their lands themselves. The secretary
was also unusual, a Biahmin who was both farmer and grain-dealer.
One of the banks had been so successful i attracting deposits
(Ks. 8,000) that, unlike most village banks, iv Itad not had to boriow
from a central bank. TFive of the depositors were women—some had
s0ld their jewellery and deposited the proceeds—and there were two
women members, one the Risuldar’s wife, aiud the other the water-
man’s : {eatures which aie characteristic of the practical democratic
spirit of the Sikhs, and of their Iiberal attitude towards women,

The members varied greatly i nteiigence. Discipline,
authonty, and experience had inade the ex-officers sage. A Jat who
had studied iu the Khalsa College school was also intelligent. But
at the other eud were sotne Lypical village idiots.  One. who owned
ouly 12 acres, admitted having recently borrowed Rs. 400 from a
rmoney-lender at 374 per cent, on top of a loan of Rs, 300 from the
bank, to celebrate his second marriage with a dead brother’s wife—
1 type of ariage that can be dune, withoor Dreach of custom, at
lirtle cosi. Acting like thousands of others, men insufficiently
taught or Loo easy-going, he went to the mouesy-lender ufter exhaust-
ing his credt with the bank, and ne is now entangled for life.
Another member confessed to naving borrowed Ks. 300 at 36 per

* Interpraters of Musliva law,
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cent. He, tuo, had cracked fuis credit with the bank, wiich relused
him all further accommodation until Le repaid part ol ils dues.
Neither of these was educated. The effect of educaiion was seen
in ihe Khalsa College alumnus. He cultivates 30 acres and said
that, if he had more money of his own, he could farm cn more modern
lines, but he hesitales to borrow, which he could easily do, since
crops often go wiong and defeat the most eainest intention to repay.
He was, in fact, that uncommon Indian peasant type, a larmer who
wants money for deveiopment. On leaving school, having failed
to matriculate, he became a clerk, but aiter a year or two he wisely
decided to farne and has done so ever since, and he now has a
Meston plough and grows Molisoni cotton, Cuimbatote cane {(No.
223), and Punjab 8 A wheat.

The influence of the army was seen in the ailitude towards
poultry and vegetables. South of the Ravi, most zemindars think

it deiogatory to keep poultry at all; but eight of
{ES"‘;’;;’; of  iiose present, amongst ibem the Risaidar, have

started keeping ilewm, as sensible smailhoiders do
everywhere. ‘The general prejudice against the growing of vegetables
is also weakening. ‘We saw very good men growing them in
France,’ said one who had fought there; * and the thought came
to us, why is it shame to grow them here ? ' If there is any shame
left, it should svon meit away, for vegetables are uow grown by ihe
schoolboys on the farm attached to the loval Middle school.?

The school fartn represents an luleresting experiment. Afver
the war, largely as the resuit of Mr. Calverl’s* vigorous pen and
; . Sir George Anderson’s? broadminded understanding of
;’:;‘dc'al % yiilage conditions, the educational authorities began

o realize that Lhe type of educatlion being given to
the peasant was divorcing him from the land. A certain uumber of
sccondary schools, therefore, were equipped with small farms and
many more with school gardens.* The one here has 4 acres, and is
worked entirely by the boys in the middle classes of the school
There are #8 boys and all, irrespective of caste, have to work
for 40 minutes a day on the fatm. Their ¢idess thoogit that this
kept them in touch with farming and their muscies up 1o fanoing
sirength.

% The postion m regard io pouliry is summeo up on p. I79. As
to vagetables, see pp. 169-70 and Hustirus, 354

2 Me, B Calvert. 8.1, C.LE., lately Fuancial Commissioner, Punjeh.
3 Pir George Anderson, CIE., lately Ditestor of Pablic Instracuou,
Punjab, and now Educational Commissioner with the Government of India,

4 In 1933 there were ‘' 87 farms and 104 garden plots attached {o High
and Middle schools * (Pb. Educ. Rpt., 16).
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‘ The shopkeeper’s boy,” said coe, ‘squais ail day and grows
weak,” Some said, however, 1hat education had a weakening effect
upon the body, The Khalsa College Jat did notl deny this, and
when I asked which was the better for the peasant, the army or the
school, he said : * The armay makss a boy punctual, up-to-date, and
strong ; the school makes him punctual, up-to-date, and weak *:
to which ail assenied. AL the same time he maintained that
education and farming went weli together and said thar it was
another Khalsa College boy who first started him on improved
implements and seed. The boy was only * Middle-pass ’, and up to
that standard education is all to the good. 1t 1s the boy that goes
through the High school who will not return to the viilage if he can
help it.* One reason for this is that those who return are regarded
by the viliage as {ailures. ‘Here's sport for the gods,” says tne
proverd, ‘ a man who has learnt Persian and seils 0il.’* One of my
companions tells me that aiter he became a B.A. he used to be
laughed at lor ploughing. This attitude is weil-nigh universal in
the village.3

In the Muslim north the peasant proprietor will turn his hand
to almost any means of making a iiving. As we go south and

approach Hindu India, the influence of caste makes
Yhe peasani  jself feit, and zemindars are inciined io held aloof
proprietor’s f £ other-eo o e Tl 1osel
one.sidedness  1Tom men of othei-eccupations and keep more closely

to themselvés.” Thi§ Tendency is most noticcable in
this tract, and 1s perhaps accentuated by the large villages, of which
there are many with two and even three tnousand inhabitants ; for
men are ever lwo:e exclusive when tuey congregate togetner in large
numbers.t The Manjha Jat will not work un road or canal or take
up w0y tade or crafl. A zemmndar, he thinks, must be a zemindar
and if he works with his hands at anything but fatming he will lose
caste. Though there are signs of change, parti:cularly where there
are returned emigrants, go per cent are stili of this way of thinking.
The Risaldar hias been al great puins (o get those who have too Little
land to take io some trade ur acaft but all in vain. Anoller
intelligendt Skl at Tarn Tarau said muck the same, and yesterday's
headmaster told me that when with svme diflicuity he got scholar-
ships for three of his boys at a Government weaving school, they
sefused Lo take them up.

The sun was low ln a doud-luden sky when we sel off 1o du the
few remaining miles, We inet a thiu old man with » whiie beaid

L]

LCE o3, 3‘2

® Vehhic Rab di Khel, parke Farsi veche tel (Punjabi),

3 Cf. Ruwsticus, 57.

# Uf, Rolitak, where villages are also large (p. 179).
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runaing, choes m hand,” baeide a man on a pouy. We asked kim
why he made such haste. I nave slilt four kos (six miles) to go and
it will soon be dark’ He fearcd to be on the road alone after dusk.
The road was unmetalled but well lined with trees and wide enough
for fifty soldiers to march abreast On both sides the country
stretched away in a dead monotony of flatness, and the widely
scattered trees all lopped and windowed, mocked the eye m 1ts
seaich for repose or peauty. There was no lack of cultivation. but
1t was o1 the dull 1outme kind-—fodder, wheat, and rape. In ine
daliest landscape, however, beauty lurks, and lete it iay in tie
leafless russet-brown colon staiks, which stood ready for the sickle
dud tlie burning.

24 fanuary —Halt

Basantpanchmi* and according to Hindu reckoning the first
day of spring. But this morning there was no touch of spring in the
air : a thunderstorm with heavy rain had left behind a soppy world
and a leaden sky.

Sirhali is a townlet of over 5,000 inhabitants, and as one
approaches il two things are conspicuous—the mansions of the
Brahmiu money-lenders and the dung-lieaps of the
Jat zemndars. ¥las any place of human habitation
evel geneiated sc much dung ! {he eulrances were
blocked, the ways lined, the open spaces piled with it, and after the
rain it spread hike a flood towards the very gales ot the mansions
The laues were worse . toe rain had twmned ineir hard sun-baked
lumps and ruls (o sofi clotuuy mud. We slecched through
all this to a smaldl courtyaid packed wich zemindars and infesteu
with flies. We speal iwo iestless hours Laere Lying wo hwid our
own with tne flies and mteuigzble converse with the zemindars, wio
were mostly Sikh jats. In this tansil tne Manjha Jat ‘1s to pe
{ound at nis Lest aud at his worst ', Yesierday he was ac his best,
ro-day at Lis woust.  The president could hardly answer a questivm,
and siiting vear me on the fuor was ¢ haudsome-featuted man with
the sour, scornful, sinister expression of the polilical assassin. To
every question Lie replied with a suik that he knew nothing. The
treasurer and a few others knew something, but most had no more
ife or wiv than builaloes. Oniy one had heard theie were such
persuns as Ministers, yet a Minister of several yeais' slauding Lives
less thau ien miles away., No oue Lad heard of the REouud Table

The Jat ar
his worst

T Cf ‘I zaught up witk a tave focted boy who sas caming his shos
peasant-fashion on a stick slung over lus shoulders * (Hindus, Red Bread, 134)

2 The Hindu May Day or spring festival

 Tara Tandie Lssews Rt 17,



9o RAVI 7C SUTLL]

Confereace, and when asked about the judicial system, somcone
remarked : © The money-lenders know : what do we know #” Tt
is significant that oniy ihree had served in the aimy and only six
claimed to be literate. The latter was smprising as there is a high
school here.

Their agriculture is on a par with all this. The fodder-chopper
is known, but not the iron plough, and in Sirhdli only two have
harrows. No one has iried any of the improved varieties of seed
or crop, and only one of those present keeps poultry. When [ asked
whether this was out of regard for their izzai, a voice from benind
calted outl : ‘It is because of the cat.’ The canal water was said
to be inadequate , yet, though the water level is only 26 feet down,
no one has sunk a well for many years. A well costs Rs. 1,000
and where arte we to get this?’ I suggested an advance from
{rovernment, but no one knew it was possible. Inertia lay upon
their minds hike the dung upon thewr waste places. But there was
one sign of grace: a Jjatr said he had started growmg potatoes, the
resuit of seeing them on the farm attached 1o the high school, and
others are deing the same.

In the evening 1 visited the high schuul, a Sikh institution, and
with the clean open couniry round i, it was a life-giving contrast
A sivh to the dungy mud‘-clotted atm?'spher(.a of the mornmng,
High school The headmaster is a firm belicver in self-heip and,

following the methods of a wet-known and most
suceessiul Euglish principal,® whose pupil he was at the Khalsa
College, he has gout a brick-kiln entirely cleared by his 350 boys and
its sile added to the 8 acrc school-facm, [hey have also drained
and filled up a pund and converted it into a playing ground tor
volley-ball, and they provide about a quarter of the labour required
for the farm. Remembering the heavy tale of work described by
clie Lugh schwol oy we met in the jhelum niverain,* I enquired abuat
the boys’ time-table. For the boacders in the top class it is as
fullows. They get up at 4 and after one and a half hours’ “ prep’,
bathe, dress, and attend the Gurdwéaiad for half an hour. This 1s
followed by twenty mnutes drill, breakfast, and half an hours
Jexsure, from which the more zealous will steal a little extira uime for
work, Al 4,30 there ase prayers, after waich school egins, This
goes on, with half an hour’s biesk, 6ill 4 or 4.30. Then cowes the
hour {or gancs—hockey, football, etc,—which all can play as there
are spacious playgrounds. Eveiing service, which takes the best
part of an hour, and supper follow ; after which there is another and

T Mr. G. A, Wathen CIE

2n 6o
3 The Sikh tempie
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UNDER-FFEDING 91
even longer ‘ yrep ' Ivom .30 1o 10, and finally Lthe boys go to bed
for a brief seven hours’ sleep before starting another ten-hour day.

There is nothing exceplional in this. Another headmaster of
the district says that throughout the year the boys in the top class
averageten hoursaday ‘tomakecertain of matriculat-
ing’, and their average age is only sixteen. In the
iower classes thingsarenot much better owing o theamount of * prep’
or homne-work done. This vanes with tne idiosyncrasy of both master
andboy, and thelicaumaster just quoted saysthe average 1s as follows:

Home-work

Ciasscs Tiouis a Jay
High sctool .. . . - 3 to4
Upper Middle .. - . . 2 to 3
Lower IMiddle .. .- . . 1} to 2

Twa other headmasters of the district mentioned even longer hours,
All this follows a long enough day in school, 10 to 4.30 in ithe cold
weather and # to 12 in the hot, with a short break, This is bad
enough, but whal scems outrageous is that the home-work goes on
through the holidays. The high school boys then average three
hours a day, summer, winter, and spring, and what this means has
already been recorded.* The boys in the Upper Middic have an
nour less, and those m: the Lower Middle get off with an hour a day.
bad etough for boys who have worked hard all through the term.
A foumer principal of (he Khalsa Coldege says that parents oiten
cosupiained to him that their buys would not help them in their
work ; and if 1s sell-evidear that ior boys iu the upper dasses fieid-
work is out of the question. ITor ollLers, too, 1l niust be difiicult,
especiaily when, as often nappens, the home-work has to be squeezed
ity the hours of daylight for want of a lamp afier dark.

The burden uf howe-woik piesses witu special severity upon
buys who live thiee vr four miles from school and who have wo plod
in and out un fuot, because they are too poor ito
become boarders or buy bicycles. Routd fam Taian
50 u Ou ale mn this case, and as we 1ode in the other evering we
wet groups of thens ou Jielr way lhiomne,  I{ was after 5.30, and they
still had a wile or twou 10 go. And theu the vused howme-work.
Omne group said Lius would take two hours, anouker thiee.  And duds
is not their only trial,  For those who live within two miles of school
the daily walk to and fro is good exercise in the cold weather and
110 greal Lardship m the hotl ; but ir an exira mile or two nas to be
done holu ways, e straln upen the body in tne hot weather must
make it difficolt for the mind to learn. From Apiil to Ovwober a boy
is up al 5.30, aud aiier no more thau a cup of bulternilk he

Under-feeding
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must be off by 6 to bz in time for school at 4. He takes his morning
meal with hum, probably no more than unleavened bread smeared
with ghi, and upon that, with a snack of gram or sweelmeat in the
aflernoon, he subsists until the evening, for it is too hot to relurn
to his village in the middle of the day. Lven in the cold weather
when school does not being till 1o, conditions are not very healthy.
True, he will have a meal before he leaves, but he is certain (o be 1
a hurry and bolt what he eats, and the thought of school is not
iikely to sharpen his appetite. This wouid matter less if, like the
English schoolboy, he could look forward to a good meal in the
middie of the day. But he cannot afford this. A headmaster telis
me that he arranged a hot meal for those who were willing to pay
the modest charge of four annas a month, but most preferred to
save the charge and depend upon an odd bit of bread saved from
breakfast or a mouthful of not very wholesome sweetmeat., Another
headmaster arranged with a confectioner to provide each boy with
a hali-annu meal—some gur, taddu,* jalebi,* or gram*—but when he
left, the arrangement lapsed. A further point is that peasant diet
is at the mercy of circunsiances : when the buffaio goes dry, there
1s no mailk ; when crops fail, vations rmust be reduced ; and now,
with the fall in prices, more milk and ghi have to be sold. Small
wonder that with so much to handicap him an educated boy cannot
vie witny an uneducated in the fleld. One remedy for this is physical
trainiug, and its general introduction into the school carriculum is

one of the best things educationists have done since the war,
But to return to the high school. We visited the Gurdwdra,
a hall large enough to seat the whole schiool. 1t was empty but for
} a boy who was squatting on the dais reading the
g;‘ﬁifmﬁh Granth Sahib aloud, An Akhkand Path was in pro-
giess ; thatisto say, the whole of the sacred book was
being read from beginning toend withoutascop. It takes forty-eight
hoursand the boysreadintwn. Theriteis performedsixor seventimes
a year, always with a special ‘ intention’., In this case the annual
inspection was approaching. ‘'We are doing it to mvoke God's
blessing.” And it is to be done again before the examinations. The
Granth Sahib is written in archaic Punjabi and 1s not easily under-
stood by anyone noi inslructed in it.? I amn ioformed that even an
educated nun understands no more than a word here and theve.
I, however, he s intelligent and aitentive, he may catch the gist of
the simpler hymns., This gives him an advantage over bis Musling
brotlier, who rarely understands anything at all of his Arabic

T An Tngian aweetmsat.

* An Indian pea.
3 Rusticus, 233-4.
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Koran.® Moreosver with an effort, much less than what is needed in
the case of the Koran, the Granth Sahib can be understood, and
many Sikhs—perhaps 50 per cent of those who are educated—read
it daily. The Sikh peasant, however, is on much the same footing
as his Muslim brother end, as ncted on my last tour,? does not
trouble much aboutl the formal observance of religious rites. With
him laborare est orare—to work is to pray—and his motto is * hand
on plough, heart in God’, and no bad inorto either for chose who lead
busy lives. Yet, when a Gurdwéra has tu be repaired or built, lke
uhe Muslim with his mosque, ne 1s ever ready to give both service
and money.> And so general is this spirit that recently, when the
rank of the Golden Tempie at Amiitsas was cleaued, the greatest as
well as the humblest thought it the lighest privilege to cany a
basket ot clay or bricks on their heads and vied with each other in
the honour of leading the work.

25 Jaruary~—Swrhaly lo Makhu (12 males)

I left the Sirhdli rest-house without regret. Built in the corner
of a large serai, which it shares with the post ofhice and a dispensary
and with all who come and go, it has one large room (27 feet long)
with an ink-spattered durry, a leaking basin, and a ceiling from which
dust descends continually. The day was superb, and horizon and
sky were radiani with a ‘ clear shining after rain’.4 We were on
the wide high road again, now glassy with rain-pools and channelled
with mud, The plain around us was as large and etuply as the sea ;
and bike the sea it reduced Iife to its narrowest propertions—untal,
cresting a4 rise, we saw before us tne riveramn of the Beas and
Sutlej sirelching away to a thin biue wne of trees. Imagination
aud cunosily were awake again, and once more horse and rider
pressed eagetly forward.

As 1t was Sunday, we conversed with many we et and touk
vnee nouis to do the six miles to the ferry.  Our first encounter was
with an aged but cneerful fakir on his way to beg
bread from tue charilable of Sirhdli, He lived m a
viilage neat by and had done us every day of his
Iife,5 * When you were young, did you not work? *  * No, never,
he replied with a satisfied grin of his threc front teeth. He was 1
good spixits for charity works bounteougly in Ramzan. Behind him

Wedding
invitations

T See p. 6o

2 Rustrcus, 34.

1 Cf, ibid . 101, 196, 201

4 2 Somuel xxiii, &,

5 In 1931 there were abuut 2,500 religious mendicants v the Punjab
(Censts REL).
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came a barbat’s son bearing an invitation io a wedding, no formal
letter but, ac the custorn is, a gift of gur, in this case waepped in a
dirly homespun shawl. The viilage servant is the zemindar's fag
and has to carry messages from one village to another. A little
later came another berber, on similar bent but with no gur. We
asked why this was. He was a Sikh and said : ‘ The Akalis* forbid
it : they say it is wasteful expenditure, and if we do it our ihroats
will choke (ghutan lage).” I asked of what use was it for a Sikh to
be a barber,

" Our patrons {fayman) became Sikhs and said : “ you too must
et your hair grow and wear a topknot, or you cannci be our
dependents (lags;.”” So we did, and now we do mot shave our
patrons but cut their nails and take their messages’; and saying
this, he pulled out of the folds of his dress the neatest little manicure
knife.

As over 80 per cent of this tahsil 1s cuttivated,? there is little
grazing for the cattle and rost of the year they are stail-fed. Many,
tnerefore, were gathenng armfulls of rape for fodder. Two were
Sikhs, and on leaving them after a talk, when we were thirty or forty
paces away, my companjon heard one say to the other: ' The
English work in the fear of God (Angrez log dharm nal kam karde) :
the Hindusianis do evil work. Further on, seeing itwo Sikh Jats
standing by a field of well-weeded wheat—this is sufficiently rare
to atmract attention—I enquired wnether their women-folk had
helped them 1o weed it. * No, this is not work that women do.’
But [ said, pointing owards the Dodba,’ ‘i thai country they doic:
then why not here 7 * The voice of & sturdy Jat working fifty yards
away boomed across the field : ‘ Here, too, in a little while they wall
have to do1t " a reference to the hard times. As we moved away
and werc almost out ot earshor, my companion hieard more flatrering
words : ‘ See what good talk the Sahib makes with us. If our men
weie tu Lalk like thai, we should soon be weil (5hale). But they eat
our bread and become proud {khushs men Samate nahia).’ Al ot
which L sel down as it was said and beard.

‘ Mother, whither are you going ¢’ I asked a lady on a little
brown pony.

" To the basaar Lo buy clothes fon my daughler who goes back
to her husband. A daughter never returns from her parents to
her husband empty-handed, and this is one reason why a daughter is
moie expeusive than a son. In the better-to-do families she
receives veil, shirt, and pyjama trousers, in pthers only shirt

' "Ly stricter and more ardect followers of the Silzh selipion
@ Before the war it was 83 per cent (dwwitsar Gagettecy {rg14), 83)
4 The country between the Beas and the Sutlej.
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and veil. In this case the threefold suil was to be given, as befitted
the wife of a headman; or rather widow. Seven years ago her
husband was murdered for giving word to the police that a relative
was meditating a dacoity. He was on his way to give evidence in a
case, when his enemy fell zpon him and slew Lim—at the cost of his
life, however, for he was hanged. ¢ There is more violence in one
viilage in the Manjha,’ said a zaildar we met later, ' than in the
whole of Ferozepote,’ ithe districi acioss the river, The usual
hyperbole in this, but substentially true. An educated Sardar with
me says he was once reproached for reluining to his viilage at nighi .
" You wighy have been murdered,” said his uncle. On which a
Mustim headiman commented , ‘ In this district a man dare not go
10 the mosque alone afver dack,”  Only to-day the newspaper reports
that a village not {fa1 away and within thirty miles of Laliore has
been raided by dacoits, and Lhat 4 man and & womaa weie shot and
tliree more women burned alive. Faction is even woise Lhan in the
Sali Range, ‘ There 1s not a village without it,” said the Saidar,
and in 50 per cent of them the parlies are not on speaking terms
withi each other. Across the river {he percentage is pur at only ro.

The Manjlia Jat is the same when he migrates to the colonies,
and the Sardar, who has colouy land, related several examples of
) this, His first case was as {oliows. His village had
ﬁ;&uggp as its headman a Sikh Jat, who was a money-lender
,of the kind Lt © seizes you by the threat and knocks

you doww.’t No professional muney-lender couid have been more
unsctupulous, and thrice did he forge bonds Lo suppoii’an wajust
-claim. . Amongst his clients was another Jal who drank., He lent
and lent to him, determined in the end to get lus laund. The
Jrunkard’s son, seeing his inheritance in danger, resolved to kil
him, and for this purpose Luvited liu to uis house for a setilement of
accounts and division of the property., As the matier seeined one
of family importance, the headinan took lis eldest son witl hit and
when attacked escaped with a wound, bul the son, who was only 16,
was kiiled. For this the drunkard’s son was hanged. That was
six years ago, Thw next case was a more recent affair and began
iike the fivsi with loaas to a diunkard,  This time the lending ended
in a decres and au auction.  The headman sonehow got huold of tie
pyjama trousers of a lady of ihe debtor’s famuly and at the auciion
paraded them about the viliage, as much as Lo say {to quote the
Satdaj—now she will go naked, Incensed, the drunkard’s son
annouuced (hat he would muarder the headman. According to the
rules of the game an intention of ihis kind wuust be proclaimed : the

* Peasant, 209,
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bird may not be shotl sitting. The Sardar was away at the time but
on his return was told of his intention: there was, however, no
indication of immediate action. A weck or two passed, and there
came an aftermoon when the headman was taking a sicsta on a
platform by his well in the shade of a tree, and the son and a
confederate stole upon him unawares and smote him with their
todder-choppers. He rolled off the platform to the ground, aud
when the Sardar found him iymng there, his body had over a hundred
cuts and gasheson it. The sight has given him a permanent distastc
for viliage life.

Once more a peasant swung, but this time there was a sigh of
relief and people said-—now that the headman s dead, there will be
peace. Peace there has been, bur it is like bving on the edge of a
slumbering voicano. The Sardar has a special interest in the matter :
it was a first cousin who murdered the headman, and though he
swung cor it, the headman’s family still nurses feelings of revenge.
This, however, does not prevent both sides joining amicably in the
joint concerns of the village. As long as things are quiet there 1s
Iittle cause for fear, but at any moment a match may set zeelings
ablaze. Only six months ago this neaily occurred. The heaaman’s
brother—evidently a chip of the old block—quarrelled with a
relative of the last murderer and in the presence of the village abused
the relative's closest female relations so eloquently that the relative
aunounced that he would kill him, Tue Sardar arrived in the village
at the critical moment and was toid—' there is going to be murder ",
Tlus time he went tw the relative and besought him 10 desist.
* Do you not remember the two wiwo were hanged ? *  ° Buit we shall
1o longer be Juls,” was the izzat dictated reply. It took the Sardar
a whoile week to persuade the offended jat to pocket his pride.
The incident recalls the one we came acioss in the Sall Range, but
there 12zal prevailed.® Thar it did not in the present case shows
that the old brutisn ways have met a new force.

Tnis force is education, and ihe Sardar has high hopes ihat in
the end it will win.> He says that in the viilage the educated man
Educstion is usua?ivlyﬂopposed to vm}ence dnd on the side of clean

decent pehaviour. Iu lis owu viliage, » sinall one of
only thirly houses, there are eighi or ten more or less educated men.
These are the nucleus of a uew paxrty, which is using its influence to
curb the primitive passions of the uneducated. But where violence
is concerued, and might considered right, the enliglitened are always
ot a disadvantage. Whetter it is an aifaiz of factions or of nations,

I p. 61-2.
% Peace continues unbroken (1933).
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they have to fight with one hand tied behind their backs, and in this
country in the case of factions the bully or brute is always ready to
follow up violence with an attempt to corrupt justice.”

Arrived at the Sutle),* we prepared to cross the stream, but
were surrounded by the members of a new village bank., One was a
Sikh in a black puggaree, black because it had to be washed only
once a month aud that couid be done for a pice3 They spoke
warmly, and of their own accord, of the Sub-Inspector who had
started the bank. ‘He took ncthing from us—no fowl, not even
bread. ‘‘Thereis an order,” ne szid. One of the most difficain
forms of vppiession to preveui in tuis countiy is the batteuing of
the petty official ou the village. Everything favours it . the fear
of authoily, however mean s shape , the low pay of the humnbler
officials ; the clanns of hospilality, ever acknowledged m the east,
and 1mmemonal custom. It is even difficult to prevent ones own
cainp followers doing the same; and almost impossibie, howevel
much one tries v pays, 1o secule thay the mally who actually supply
the eggs, mlk, fuel, and hay requued on tour ieceive the amount
handed over io the lLeadmau or saildat, who uot ioug ago was
everywhere responsible for camp supplies. In partial remedy of
thus the Punjab Government engaged contractors on a montchly
saialy to farnish supplies and aitacied them to die 1est houses mose
irequenlly visited. This is a greal improverent on the uld syscem
and wel wortl its cost ; but it does not always work, as the following
wmcident m anocher distoel shows, The coniraclor was dafy paid
n my presence for all he had suppited to my followmng. A day or
two later [ learnt by chance tnat the local zaudar had gone the round
of sume of the villages 1w ius ciccle aud collecied a swre of fowls and
eggs, which he declared weie reqaired for wy cawp, and cairied
them off without giving « pice in exchange. Al ouce I despaiched o
trustea official who knew the people well to record the statements
without whick nothing could be done. He came back the next day
Lo say thav che report was true but that uo one would make a
statetnent in public. A dog’s obeyed inn office,’* und 1he zaildar’s

1 The Manjha mawmvams its evil reputanion. In Novembei 1933 the
headman of a village twenly-five miles from Lahore 15 alleged to have shot
cight persers, ivclediog 2 woman and a boy of four in purguerse of ar sumity
in the ccurse of which one of his enemies is said to have broken the leg of
his son, aged 12, The climax was characteristicany brought on (so it is
sllogsed! by another of his enemies challongicg ke when standing in front
of his house to come forward and settle accounts finally, Three of the victims
are reported to have been shol while pleughing.

% bee ftushicus, 53, 169.
3 Ahont a farthing
v Aung Lear, iv. 7, 163,



08 RAVI TO SUTLE]

office is one in which cven a dog can bite. Nothing, therefore, could
be done beyond recording a note in the opinions book that cvery
zaildar must keep.

And here is another tale, which shows how much the unsoplis-
ticated peasant takes this kind of thing for granted. I was once
touring down the Indus by boat and had to moor for the night near
a viilage tnat did not expect me. I went ashore to have a look at it.
A fritle later the boatmen appeared and, not noticing me in the
dusk, began demanding various things for the sustenance and
comfort of my party—milk, eggs, and a hen. The demand was
accepted without question and I saw a woman in biack hand over
an egg, as one hands over a few rupees when pressed at one’s door
for a subscription. I explained at once that everything would be
paid for ; but this was a new idea to them, and for a time they couid
not grasp it. And a generation ago there was hardly a peasant in
the province who could have grasped it.* But times are changing,
and in the central Punjab at least the peasant is beginning to realize
ihat iie need no longer be the prey of the kite and vulture 1hai
cirele above his village.

t ¢f, Kinglake, Eothen (ed. Hogarth, 162): ' One of the greatest
drawhacks to the pleasure of travelling in Asia is the heing obliged more
or Jess to make your way by bullying.’



CHAPTER VI
, FEROZEPORE!

ViLLAGE FINANCE, THE FALL 1N PrICES, SIKH MAID AND
MATRON

26 January—Makhy fo Kot Isn Khan (14 miles)

Or Ferozepore and its 4,300 square miles I have written else-
where.” Tt is the most heavily indebted district ir the Punjab
and one of the most prosperous if such a word can still be used of
any part of the province.3 The Sikh Jat is still prominent and owns
half the cultiveted area of the district: but in the riverain, as is
always the case in the Punjab, the Muslim predominates, and to-day
Wwe tuet 1o ole else.

We rode oul through Makhw's thiiving licile bazaar, biocking
the narrow lane wilh oar horses. There were the usual sights .
ihe bania weighing out orange-culoured 1naize, boys
couewing long knolted stalks of sugar-cane, potteis
shufling after Drick-laden dJdoukeys; a flock of geese, too, the
property nul of a peasant, as one might have supposed, but of
a goldsmith, who las ‘ a iiking ’ for them and sells theu eggs. In
the district few but village servants keep puuliry, but aloug tie
Sutlej a certain number of Muslim zemindars keep a biid or two ;
amongst them the zuildar, as ne admitted with the uneasy smile
of a child caught out in sometning a litde shameful.?

We spent the aftenoon ainongst Arains, the clief teibe of the
riverain.S Sixty of us sat i a field, mostly ou sirips of sacking,
All but six were illiterate, but this did nol prevent
u number {rading in cattle. This is the only form of
trading fos wluch ihe cemindar shows any partiality,
These 1nen gu off to ihe {aus of Hissa:, Patiala, and Bikaner to
buy bullocks, which the small peasant propiietor of the cential

Towtry

Cudste trade
and finance

T The rainfall of ihe izact vovered by this and the next chegier is abony
15 inchas

% Pgasant, 47, 2306

3 For the explanation of this apparent paradox, see ibid., chapter xii,
snd 251-2.

+Cf p o179
5 For a description of this tribe, see Peasant, 45-6. They own 27 per
cent of the riverain (Ber).
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Punjab rarely breeds for himself.r Al is done on retail lines : ten
or twenty bullocks are purchased, generally with moncy borrowed
at 25 per cent, and brought north by road and sold in the fairs of
the district. There cash is paid, but if they are sold in a village
and the purchaser is known, payment is allowed 1o stand over till
next harvest and notl even sureties are taken. ‘ Supposing,’ I said,
“the cash price 18 Rs. 100, what do you ask al the next barvest ? ’

‘ Rs. 120,

‘Then you, too, are money-ienders.” There was loud laughter
at this; but tne traders, touched in their Muslim consciences,
protested vehemently. ' This is not interest : it is pront (mundfa).’

To the orthodox Muslitn the distinction is of vital importance,?
aud many devices are resorted to for circumvenung it. I had
therefote almost charged these men with sin—a charge not entirely
justified, since, if payment cannot be made at next harvesi, the
debt is allowed to stand over another six months and nothing 1s
addea {o the price. One man, with less than 3 acres, said he was
financed by a Khatri at 12 per cent.  Thal so small a holder snould
be able to borrow so cheaply was surprising, and I enquired how he
managed it. 1 pay back quickly,’ was ihe illuminating reply,
1 couid not resist the opportunity and rubbed in the lesson that
those who want to borrow cheaply tust be trustworlhy , and it was
the more pomred, since it is » condition of the Inans that it they are
not repaid witiiu four months, they will carry interest at 25 per cent.

27 January~—Kot Isa Khan to Moga (10 mies)

When I rose this morning, there was a flush of rosy cloud
above a low jagged line in the east. TFor a brief moment the
Himalayzs were in sight 120 miles away, no hgher

The money-  than a fortress wall.
tonder & point ‘Be silent, don’t make quarrcls,’ said an angry
elder at yesterday’s gathering when voices began 1o
babel contentiously over the question whether lhe money-lender
carries off the grain from the thieching-floor, as Lie does in the
south-west of the province. As Koc Isa Khan is a money-lender
stronghoid—tlds perthaps explains its walls—I thought it opportune
t0 hear their point of view and inviled a number of them to come
to the rest house. They came at once, aud the presence of u large
number of zemrdars added piquancy and exciterneni 1o ihe
proceedings,  All sat on the ground, the money-Jeuders in froni ;
some withh shoty, sceabby beacds, others with nushaven cluus

* See p. 138, 150,
2 See Poasani, 196, 1., 208,



MONEY-LENDER’S POINT OF VIEW 10X
some with faces wiinkled Ly years of calewation, otheis with soff,
slippery cheeks or shrewd cautious eyes ; but all, once warmed by
the friendly sun, courteous in both manner and speech. They said
there were forty of them at Isa Khan, mostly Khatris with a
sprmkhng of Aggarwal Banias and Aroras. Most cf their advances
are in cash, but all but 5 per cent is recovered in grain and cattle,
The grain s not carned ofi from the threshmg-ﬁoor but taken from
the peasant’s house at a price fiaed with lus consent. Here the
zemmdar kettle came suddenly to the boil with the temark :  Cer-
tainly they wake it from our threshing-floors.” ‘ How could we ? *
dsked o muoney-iender . a borrower way have four or five creditors.’
With a soctining word the keiile subsided, and the money-lenders
admitted ihat, if a surety is taken, the grain is weighed at the
threching-floor and taken to the surety’s house to guard him againsi
loss. But, they said, sureties are taken only when a client 1s ‘ bad .
And both sides more or less agreea thar it was only when a borrower’s
state was weak {mari) thar produce is valued as the money-lender
pleases,

The interest rate for an uunsecured loan is 25 per cent, and
agamst j wéhery {since the slump) 184 per cent. Confuming what
we heard yesterday, tne money-lenders caid that,a good.gealer
Louid get money at 12 per cent. ‘We give a low rate to one with
whom there s no sait, no trouble, no loss, aiid who uffers 1o cautle.
Bl "when a man offers a ten rupee animal in payment of a big loan,
who wiil lend to him at a low 1ate? '™ Wilh the wll w prices
recovery has become very difficult. and only two annas out of every
rupee normaily recovered 1s commg m. No money-lender I hava
el puts the proportion nigher than four annas.  Few new loans,
theieiore, are possible.  ‘ Ii is also a niadier of feay,’ half wmspexeu
a“tfoney-lender near me. Compound interest, the peusant bui-
rower’s greatest peril, runs only from the date on which an acsoun 5
is renewed, and this is usually done two or three years alter th
Orlgmai bond 18 taken.?

In a country where land devempment is urgenhy needed the
financing of long-penod loans is of importance. The money-ienders
said, they lent occasionaily for the siikiug of wells, bul never for
any length of tmme because, as one trdly remarked, a long oau
requires a mortgage and (owing to the Land Allenation Aci) they
can get possession of land for only twenty years® Here the
zemiudais bolled up again.  ‘ They teke one of us and get lhe laud

I . Rusbteus, 74.

2 The general, but 1ot invariable, pracrice owing to A three-year limita.-
tion for the recovery of debt (Pb, Bkg. Ency. Rpt. (1934) 32)

3 For the Punjab Alienation of Land Act, see Péasant, 164.
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mortgaged in his name.” 7This is a way of dodging the Act, and the
charge was nol denied with much emphasis. 1he worsu boil came
when they said that Musiims, as well as Sikh Jats, did money-
lending. This touched Ramzan tempers to the quick, and they were
only appeased when ihe money-lenders admitted that the dealings
were in grain and not in cash—one of those dislinctions that are
dear to men who serve both God and Mammon., All the money-
lenders have wheat in store, mosily purchased at Rs. 3 a maund or
more and now worth barely Rs. 2.1

Cne of the money-lenders was old enough to be able 10 compare
past and present. 1 asked whether there was much difference.
‘ Great difference,” he said. 'Ip, the old days there were no suifs,

, 10, accoynts, and no sureties, and ail held their peace, Now, ypless
a man is hopest (bhalamanas) there are constant quarrels, and peoplg
collect together and make us give up our claims, and others.encour-
age debtors not to pay. To protect ourselves we nave someiimes
to write R, 70 in ihe bond when we give only Rs. 50.” The kette
began to boil again, but when I put it to the zemiudars wheiher
there was not iess straight dealing even amongst them than of cld,
hiey admicled at once what indeed 1s a universal comuplaint of the
tines. Then tumming tw the moncy-lenders I suggested that they
shiouid give up a business that gave them so much trouble and
brougnt them so little profit—I0 per cent nei, said one*—and
deposit their meney with a co-operative sociery, which would give
them 6 or 7 per cent aud wo trouble at all3 * And why not join
e society Iiseil ? '

" But only zemiudars can do {his.’

‘ By no means : any honest man can,’

" We did not know of this before.”

*But how can the goat donk wilh the uger?’ interjecied
a zemindar realist, expressing ithe distrusi which is ihe rooc of ihe
diffically.

‘It is not easy,” T answered, ' but in many societies he does
and is none the woise’ Till recemtly few Hindu money-lenders
realized that they were ehgible for membership of a credit society.
Actually it is a great advantage to a suciety of peasanis Lo have
the .}iimdu.mava&miﬁww;wwm}ﬁ&,.Jd«ndwmm:ig_;;ggﬂmtb service, and
il ofien happens that when a trader who is also a moneyv-lender
joins a village bunk he oses down bismongyionding. *

e P

t CLp 208

# For the Punjab as a whole it is probably 12 to 13 per cent (Fb. Bke.
Engy. Bpt., 137},

FEE D, o2

+ To avoid a possibla <lash of interest one who doss money-lending
may not be op the managing committee; otherwise there s no restrigtion.



CHARACTER AND FINANCE 103
Al this pmnt peasant, lean and helpless with want, approached
with folded hands and begged my protection irom a money-lender
who was suing him for a sum which (so he said) he had never had.
Fortunately the money-lenders were now in such good mood that
they promiscd to look into the matter and arrange a compromise
if they could. In the old days, says a member of my staff, money-
lender and cultivalor idved as mewnbers oi one family,* but now
there is division belween them. The Hindu trader is sore about
the vamouns Acts? thar have been passed {o restrict or control his
operations, and he Delieves that the co-operative movemeni 1s
also directed against him. The Lahore pleader whom I met neay
Jhelum,3 spuke with bitterness ou the subject, and I nute the fact
because e 1s typical of a large class and it is as well 1o realize the
existence of any w1de1y—fe1t discontent. In spite of the difficultics
created by the slutip, relations between money-lender and peasant,
Lhoug,u rarely Liappy, arc on the whole sathracngw“r At Makhu
I heard COInPlcl.lnl.b of frandulent dealing, but e best inforned say
that the money-lende: geuerally plays fair.5
1n the Moga tahsil, which we entered lo-day, the professional
money-lender has been virtually ousted. The Sikh Jats, who
mostly inhabit it, are a much sturdier peasantry
{har the tiverain Musinng and, as in Jullundur and
Hoshiarpur and with wuch the same resull,® lasge
uwmubers lave souglt theie forlunes ainoad and returned with
large sums, much of which has been putl into money-lending.
Money became so abundant ihat interest rates fell from 18% to
.22 per cent, and most rcpdyments, probably 73 per cent, were in
“ Mgcpev But ihe slup witly its fiozen credits has chaoged this,
and To- -day in a Sikh village we were tuld that, the rates had risen |
to 188 per ceat fou loans a.gam:.t jewellery and lo 25 per cent fox
“{oans without security. For * good dealers ’ the rate is much lowes.
* I "asked what was meant by “ gocd’. ' Those whose property is
guod and whose behavioar is guod,” was dhe reply, and uuconscwusly
it touched un 4 basic peinciple of bauking, namely, thatl i lending
character as well as purely physical security must be cousidered.
However good security may be, i the buttowe himsel! is nniehiahie,
trouble may follow, of a kind, oo, that every banifer W11I1_1w1:,n to,
i T S

[p—

(Jtaraster aud
filnance

1 Ct, the mune}ulnn&ers in ixe Sall Raage (B. 5405

2 The Danjab Alienation of Land Act fmoo;, ‘che Usuricus Loans Act
(z918), and the Punjab Regulation of Accounts Act {1930).

Iip 7=,

4 Cf P 146-148

7 With the accounl given above compare Rusficus, 1x1-12,

& Thid., 362,
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Whenever low rates are mentioned in the village, the reason
nearly always given is that punctual repaymeni.can be depended
upon ; and wherever this is the case, rates are 1easonable A Jat
who had been thirty years in Sumatra siid that men thcre borrowed
at 12 per cent because they paid back their loans month by month ;
"and another told us that he had obtained a loan of Rs. 500 at thls
rate on the understanding that he would repay it on demand.
Before the slurap, loans could be had in this tahsil (as in Juliundur)
at 6 to g per cent. The best urban rates are no lower.* The
peasant, theretore, who learns to deal faithfully and intelligently
with money is abie to borrew as cheaply as any small business man
m the town. In boih town and village, where dealings are mainly
in money, the dominating factor is not cusiom but risk. The
amount of money available for loan is also important ; for, as we
nave just seen, ihe lowest rate for the peasant has risen to 12 per
cent. In areas where dealings arc mainly in terms of service and
kind, the dominating facror is custor, and it is rarely possible for
{he peasant to borrow at less than rz per cent.
Une effect of the siump has been to reduce the retwrn on
current mortgage loans made agaiust possessicn, A concrete case
) ., will show this. Some years ago a 3ikh advanced
g‘ﬁzlfﬁgﬁfﬁ 284 un owner Ks. 12,000, and as security and in lien of
: mterest he was given usufructuary possession of some
colony land in Sheikhupura. He leased the land in 1929 {or
Rs. 1,000, and in 1930 for Rs. 800. This year he tried to get Rs. 500,
but has had to coutent himself with Lall the produce as rent.
Had he got Rs. 300, the yield on his capital would have been 4-16
per cent instead of the 8% per cent obtained two years ago. Actually
he does not expect a return of more than 3 per ceut. Before the
slump, a mortgage without possession brought in from g to 12 per
cent (generaily Iz}, und one with possession 6 to g per cent,> The
fall in prices has not affected the formser, but it has automatically
reduced the return on the laiter (for existing mortgages) to 3 or at
most 5 per cent.  Sincc abount half the amount owed by the land-
wwuets of the province is in this form,3 il means that altuough it is
twice as difficuit to repay, muuch of il al peesent carries a very iow
rate of interest. To s excent the lender is as hard hit as the
bostower.  Again may be noted the udvantage of payment 1n kind
instead of moneyt In weslern Furope the common form of
mortgage is the mortgage without possession with a fixed rate of
T Ph. Bhg. Engy. Rpt, 130,
7 Pagsant, rgo.
3 Ibid., &.
1 See p. 2.
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interest payable in caski; but m the Punjab most agricultural
mortgages are with possession, which means, so far as the borrower
is concerned, that mnterest is paid in kind. Consequently when
prices fall, parl of the strain is borne by the lender.

But we have travelled far from the Sikh village where this
digression began, and we must now return to it, takmg our way
to the shady garden of the Gurdwéira where our
meeting took place. There, in a long bearded line,
were drawn up he twelve members of tue bank,
ail but vae iiiterare, and as we approached, weive pairs of hands
rose, pressed palm w palin in the courteous Indian way, and from
twelve voices came the grave Sikh gieeling—Saft 511 Akdi—the
blest Immortal One is the Truth. We sat down, and on ihe table
in front of me was a pnwkari’ with a beautiful border worked m
floss sitk of blue, whue, yellow, and red. I asked whether poulkars
were 10ade as wuch as ever. ‘ No, they are aseless aud give no
advantage, except for adormuent. Our expenses are great and ow
mcome 1s small and we have becowne weak., We now give thought
to what we shall wear. When prices were hign, we went freely to
the bazaar and boughr muslin and caiico, and in those days there
was litue spinning, Now we ail wear homespuu and iuere is tuuch
spinning. Those wlho were wise said, why buy calico when we cau
inake our own Joihes and coiton is chedp, and nothing reinains
with us (xol ruchh nalen rahgye) ?’ ILhere was a ceas echo ol
Mr. Gandhi's teachmg in tms, and 1t comes through the Akah
movement, which ernjoins ihe wearing of hownespun. But, lke ai
Puitaus who are nol poets, the Akdlis ate careless of Leauiy, aud
e beaatiful phalkdr is no longer desired.

[he mention of economy led to talk about expenditwe at
ecldings. “ Befofe the war an ordinary zemindar's wedding cost
' “frofn Rs. 800 w0 Ks. 1,000% [he nigh prices atier
the wai doubled these figwes, but the slurap ‘has
“restoied or lowered URHI™A" son's wedding sidl
costy about Rs. 8ou, but the owner of ten or fifteen acres need not
spend moie than Rs. 300 on the namage of a daughter. Tue
dﬂ;j:fc;*gﬁ* M%@nt, for when it costs more to marry a son than
a daugf‘f‘?er, it generally means that directly or indrecity a bride-
price enters inwo the accownn. The mort respectable foin of 1lus
is anpandsome. presgat, of, jewellery, and in anodher Sidy village
a nan who owns tweniy acres said that he hed jast spent Ks. 500
e this way. Iu the village where we were sitting there is more

Viliage
economies

Marriage
expenditurs

* Rel embroidered shawl, much used as weddimg present- cspecially
by those who cannot afford costly clothes.

* Moga Assess, Kpt. (1912), 13,
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feeling for economy. It began twenty years ago with a Jat wio
had been in Chiua—the third example on this tour of China in-
fluencing 1the Punjab*~-and was strengthened by the Akali move-
ment. The treasurer of the bank said that his yncle, a man of
thirty acres, had recently married his scn for Rs, 2-8, the cost of
the ammd“ or marriage rite* By agreement with her father nothmg
was given to the bFidé— pov a farthing ' (kakl nahin ditta)—and
only five were aliowed in the marriage procession. They came in
the evening, supped, and left the next morning.3 Another member,
who owns fifteen acres, said he had spent only Rs. 50 on the marriage
of his son, but later on we found a bond in his name for Rs. 200,
and then it transpirad thal he hac spent Rs. 400, In India, wath
lies very deep in ner well, and one has to accuslom oneselt to the
Light to see her. In this case the excuse was that Rs. 50 represented
the cost of the actual ceretony, and that the dowry was separate.
As we rode on a large flock ol cranes passed overhead, at first
scribbiing a long waving * W ’ across the sky, tnen snaking out grey
quivering ranks mto cobra cois, and all the iime
filling the air with falsetto caws. We talked of the
fall in prices. Sowe of its consequences have just
been noted—itne. difficultigs. of recovery, mtneﬂiightenmgwgiwihc
monev—lenaer 5 money-b ags, tl the h],gner 1'1tQS qof intercst, the effect
on o1 (pages, the T68ses incurred | by those who have neldl up their
grain, the lower expenditure on mamages and clothes. Less
opm'n and drmk sre also consyuned, and land revenue is paid with
AFREAIEy.” For the Test the effects aud d,d]H&:EIIlEIl’LS a1e much the
samme as lhose alreudy described. Wages hdve been gonerally
reduced, for cerpeuters and masons rom Rs, 2z a day to Rs. 1-8 or
Rs. 1-4, «nd for coolies ftom iwelve to eight annas. Omly the
weavers are obstinale : in some villages they have agreed to take
T or I3 per cent less, but in others they contend that Uil now they
were under-paid.  There is much truth in chis jur of late the village
weaver has earned 1ess than a coolied One of the hardest hit,
alter the peasant hiascli, is the Jandiord whose 1ents are in cash.
Like the Sikh mortgagee just meutioned, many have been forced
to accept a produce renl justead of cash, and those who have not
done ihi> have been obliged to reduce thewr rents by 50 per cent
ot mote. Even the Pir suffers, though ol as mmch as some, since
part of his mcome is m kind, We met one the other day who,

Aifects of the
fall in prices

¥ e pp. 43 ond 5o
¢ Certain verses ate read ftom the Granth Sahib, after which the parents

give their contenl tu the martiage, and bride snd bridegroom formaliy acuepl
each other,

3 Cf. Rusiteus, 7o.
& Pb, Bky, Engy. Rpt., 79
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with his rugged biows, immense nose, and chest-reaching beard,
seemed as old as religion itself. He has several hundred disciples,
and when he visits them, ‘ they slay the hen and feed me well, bui
when il is time for offerings they remain silent.” ‘ Their faith is
strong,” he added, ‘ but their lot is straitenied ; and T am straitened
(tang) too.’

28 and 29 Jaruary —iMoga

Moga is a live little place of 15,000 inhabitants and is noted
for its eye doztor, Rai Sahib L Mathra Das, and ils missionary
o traming school. The doctor has achieved fame by
*é‘g;ﬁ:ﬁd“‘“ his skill at operations for cataract. In twenty-nine
years he has done over 100,000. In November he
did 1,298 in three days. I had the good fortune to see him at work.
Within less than a minule out came the leus ftom the patietts
eye, locking like a hall-melled pearl. which is why Indians call
cataract motia* The doctor's skill early eapressed iisell in a
passion for operations. As a young man he would stop peopwe
with bad eyes on the road and give them a rupee to come to the
hospital, and e would even explore the sunoundiug villages for
patients. ' A man who 15 delexmined to get 4 thing caa always get
it if he wants 1t enough’, was his comment upon his life and Lis
10u,000 operations.
The waiuing schiool, wnichy is 1un by the American I'rechyterian
Mission, uuder the stinlaiing dueccdon of Mr, A. E. Harper, is as
mieresling as the hospital. Its object is wo train
g?ss?gf‘;;%aotgl young men to teach, in the village sihouls of Jie
Mission, on up-to-date methods. Oue ol these i3
the pojece method,  Each class chooses a subject capable of being
used pictuially to illustiate the geography, history, science, etc.,
that it is gomg o learn duing tue year. The subject is then given
concrete form, and the wits of the class are tasked to make it a3
varied and informative as possible. The choice of subjects is
all-important and takes at ieasl a week s thought and discussion,
and in working it out the boys have 1o depend upon themseives
with occasional guidance from the maste in a dufficalty. One class
nad cnosen cominerce and bad monided a coruet of the vompound
into a map of India and dug « smali pond round to itiage the
Indian Ocean. Mud pres eighteen inches high matked ihe chief
towus, and boats, laden with such appropriate merchandise as
cotton and wheat, the cidef exports, Another ciass had chosen
tanuing and had fguted in Jday rede 1epresentadons of Lhe mamn

* Moz means pasile
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processes of tanning from 1ihe bringing in of the hides and skins on
bullock cart and camel to their export from HKarachi, which was
shown at the end of a railway Iine 12 fect iong. In this way the
creative impulse, which many children have, is stimulated instcad
of being thwarted by school, and learning becomes a pleasure
instead of a task.

The same practical spirit is applied to the teaching of reading
and arithmetic. For arithmetic a small shop is run by the boys,
ana careful account is kept ot everything bought and soid. As to
reading, they are taughi to recognize words before letters, and
phrases before words. A familiar story is iold and repeated until
it is memonzed, and easy phrases are written down until they are
photographed on the brain. The boy is then asked whether he can
identify any word, and when he has done this, whether he can pick
it out eisewhere, and so on, It is claimed that those who are taught
in this way learn to read in one year instead of mn two. No doubi
this is partly due to the high standard of teaching and supervision,
but i1 is thought that even under ordinary circumstances only
eighteen months would be needed. It is characieristic of the whole
spirtl, of the school that in the room wherce the lowest class were at
work there was a sitnply carved bookcase, which had been placed
there 1o give the children some 1dea of whal was good, and it was
used by them for keeping the things they maaqe themselves and
thought beauliful. It needed a curtam in tront 1o keep out the
dust, and two mites were at work ou a curtain rod, one with a saw,
which he kept in its prace with the ball of his right fool,

It is a question for experts whether so excellent a system could
be adapred tu o Jarge rural ares. The mitial difficulty would be
the teachers, for if leariing is to be a pleasure, teachmg must be
an art, and few of us are artists. The school clearly vwes mucl of
its success to the personality of tuose who created and who now
guide 1t. It has another advautage. nearly all the boys are
Christians, which medns that chey are of artisan or village servant
stock and accustomed to use their buods. If they were peasant
boys, the problem would be more difficult, for the zemindar makes
iittle skilled use of Lis hands,

Moga in its modest way is an imnporiaut educational centre,
and reflects the Sikh Jat's keeutess that boih daughier and son

L should ve educated. The som, ol comse, has much
ﬁgf:;ho o  Lhe best of it, and theie are 2,000 boys at school to
000 giris ; but 1 doubt whether there 1s any sinail

town in the Punjub which educates so many girls. Most of them
are ai the Government high schoor for gicls, aud Jdwy are fortunaie
in their headmistress. A ildu liille worman with long delicate



A GIRLS® HIGH SCHOOL 109
fingers, she is the deughter of 2 Sikl Jat who when ¢ in the wilitary
became a Christian. Ten years later her mother, completely
uneducated, but a woman of character, followed her example.
Miss S. started the school four years ago and now has 4o0 girls, of
whom 100 are boarders, mostly danghters of zemindars. Hitherto,
she said, the home has influenced the school more than the school
the home, but gradoaliy, sometitnes in the teeth of hot protest, the
process is being reversed. After beiug heie a yea:, she thought it
was lime lo intruduce a few games—badminion, unet-ball, and
skipping. This brought many anxious parentis v hei door, amongst
them a stubborn old jat, who complained that lus daugnter now
went skipping about the village to the scanaal ot ner elders. Long
wgument followed, and ai last she said. “ Here they skip only in
ilie school compound where no vue can see them, and if I can
coutrol 400 gitls, why can’t you coutrol one?’ It was a case
of Jat meeting Jat, and the old man retited discomiited but laughi.g.
A few months ago she started drilling the gitis, this time without
protest. ‘ The dust on antique 1ime ’* is being slowly swept away.

She has introduced yet anoiler wovation. Al first the gitls
were so few that all household service was left to Jhe servanis. DBut
now that the sciwol has grown, girls ate obliged to clean the tabies
after meals, wash up platter and pot, and dust the rooms; all cf
which they now do as a matler of course. It is noteworthy that
gitls who come irom educated homes take to this more kindly than
othets, patily because they are quicker to see che advaniage of it
They also take 1more readily to needlework and stitchery, doubly
importaut iu a country where happily gannenis arve still largeiy
mnade at home. Kack girl has to produce a home-made garment
at the annual Government inspection, and to show that it has been
madie at school it must be new. For wost this is seasible enough,
but there are soine so poor that they cannot wait till the inspection
is over to wear what they have made, and ieceutly 1 heard that
some of these were not allowed to put in garments made for them-
selves because they had worn them | Miss S, said that on the whole
the garments made were such: as suited village Iife; yel ihe girls
iealu (o kuit stockings, though they ave tarely worn in the village,
and they make no phulkdtis ‘ because it takes too long’. What
with the Pwitan and the educationist, ihe piuikari with s red
and amber embroideries appears to be docmed.

We nave already seen that the boy at school 1s petted at home.*
The sure is the cuse with the gul,  She is sputed her share of feld
aud household task, often at the expense of an uneducated sister,
aud 1o Ume comes to regard hersell as a veluyg apart,  Ou the other

4 Coriolawus ii, 3, 120, 2 p. 3L
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hand, life in the village is ditheult for an educated girl, for she has
little opportunity of bringing the new light inlo a home cver
which upeducated elders reign. Miss 5. gave an amusing example
of the clash of the new light with the old. Once when visiling a
village she found an old classfellow installed there as master.
Instinctively she shook him by the hand: and all who saw shook
their heads.

In one direction the influence of {he school seems misdirected,
though this is no fault of the headmistress. To satisfy the influential
few who observe purdah at home, the school has t¢ be
carried on under purdah conditions. But 1nost
village girls have no idea wnat purdah means and learn its ways for
the first tume when they come to school, and so the timid furtive
purdah psychology is actually spread by the very means which
shouid be used to check it. The effect is even more deplorable in
the north and west of the province, tor there, outside the houses
of Seyyeds and Sardars even semi-purdah hardly exists, And
even where 1t does exist, as in the east and south, it does not go
beyond veiling the face in the presence of a stranger, an elder, and,
a superior. An anclent cusiom this, reaching back to the days of
Abraham, 1for when Rebekah first met Isaac and the servant said—
“ It is my master — she touk a vail and covered herself.”*

Though in the viliage strict purdsh is normally confined to the
tribes at the top ot the social tree, Rajpur, Seyyed, eic., and Lo
tarmiies who form, or would like to form, the country gentry, one
may sometimes come upon peasaul villages ihat observe it, This
happened 10 us wwo days ago. People from two Arain villages
were preseni at our meeting: one viilage kept purdah, and the
other did not. Both were villages of small holders, and purdah is
a luxury of the well-to-do, The purdah village admitted the
difficylty, but a pious maulvi* once told them {o keep purdal,
and they have done so ever since.  Iiis ol the foac-walied purdals
and no burqas are worn ; bu. {aces are veiled ouiside, and no wurk
is dune iu the Delds except picking cottun and maize.  The economic
cunseqaence of this is {hat ost famiies have to empley labour,
geneially a village servant, to help them with their cuhivation,3
and their standard of living suffers accordingly, A theologicul
reason for the difference between the wo villages was givea by the
other village, ‘ They are Wahabis and followers of the Hadls.

¥ Geresis zdv, 65.
# Qns learned in Muslim scripture,

3 Compare the Arain village of Tchong m Jullundur, where ‘ there is
litile nesd for the permanert services of £sld Iabourers ' heoanse e women
work in the fields {(Pb. Bd. of Ecom. Emgy., op. cit., 7); compare too
Rusticus, 64, 140, 254.

Purdad



WOMEN'S WORK LIT
We ate followeis of the Sunnat aad do not keep purdah. Our
custom is merely that a man may not go inside quickly, and our
women veil themselves before the stranger (ghair admi). Ours is
an industrious tribe (mehnat ki gaum), and our debt is great, The
money-lenders have increased, and to make our living, our women
must work wilth us and our children too.” The children look after
the caltle and mind the sheep and goatls. Tle woinen pick ihe
cotton aud the chillies, do all the cleaning and make the dung-cakes.

This cleaning and dung-cakmg accounts for the fact, noted on’
my last tour,” that the daughiers of Amritsar are not gwven in'

marriage lo the sous of Ferozepoie and jullunduw,
Women zartk though till recently the contraiy was done.  We
t‘l}fél ;33;";‘3 o used 1o give themn our daughters twenly years ago,

but then we stopped it, because they were lawless
men.” A valid enough reason, as we have seen, ana more palatable
to izzat than the real one. In Ainritsar the women 1n a zemindar’s
house sweep ‘ vnly where mei 1nay not euter ', bue 10 the soully,
unless Lhey observe purdah, they normally do ali the cleaning of
Liousc and byre, and no man cares that us daughtier should perfoun
unaccustomed menial tasks. Eroadly, the Beas and Sutiej may be
said to be the boundary between the women who share most ot
men's tasks with thern and those who share very few. To ihe
nnth, the only tasks done outside uhe wuwiyard ave w0 lake out
the mid-day meal and pick the colton. The making of duug-cakes
18 left 1o the sweepetess, the drawing ol watler Lo the wateiman,
and the chopping of fodder to the men. But women milk the
catile, make the butter and ghi, and conwrol the stores of grain
and the general ecououny of the house.

in ihe central Puujab the Sikh woman has a betier position
than any other. Awoongst Muslims, worwen do nol go to the

mosque,* but a Sikh wife accompanies her husband
The 8ikh’s  {o the Gurdwéra, and men and women worship there
fgﬁgf towards oy an equal footing. Geneially, like 1he Cluistmns

uf Astapur, they sit apart ; but often they sit together
and not infrequently the women lead in the congregational prayers
and hyinms,  Somelimes even they are nuwnbered amongst the
‘ Beloved Five’ (Plaras) who superintend the rites of the Gurdwara,
In this thev are even ahead of orthodox Jews3 Outside (he
Gurdwéra, too, iuequalily is wuch Jess maiked than willi most,

T Ructicus, 175.

2 Unless a well-known maulvi is to lecture, ju which case special arrange-
wents are wxade, I Lave, however, come upon villages in the western Punjab
where the agsd sometitass go.  Cf. Ruetious, 285,

3 Amongst orthodox, but nol amongst liberal, Jews, women at ths
synagogue sit apart and virtually out of sight.
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and vo distinction 1s made m the treatment of boy and gl 1f
there were three oranges wc be divided between a brother and
sisler, the sister would certainly get onc and a half and quite pos-
sibly iwo: in the ordinary uneducated peasant household she
would be lucky 10 get onc and a half. The taking of a bride-price,
which is common amongst Sikh Jats (as it was amongst the Homeric
Greeks),t is the greatest blemish on the Sikh villager's attilude
towards women ; but with a businessiike people even this operates
to make a man take particular care of his daughrer,

Tt is typical of the 3ikh that he is almost as eager ror the
education of his daughter as of his son, for the double reason that
she may be able to read the Granth Sahib and be an economical
housewife. An old Sikh Saidar, who can look back seventy years,
says that education has made Sikh women both freer and more
intelhgent, and that about 50 per cent are now on an almost equal
footing with their husbands. In regard to this, another Sikh (of
middle age) teils me that wliereas his wife touches his feer when he
returns from office, as his mother did his father’s. his daughter-in-law
does not touch 1is son’s. His mother, too, woutd never eat before
her husband, however long she might have to wait, and his owu wite
Goes so0 only 1t be 15 very late ; but his daughter-in-law sometimes
does not wait at 2ll.  Ihe greater {reedom has naturally led to some
decime of discipline. His mother, for mstance, did all the household
tasks—milking, cooking, spinning, etc.—and his wile does 1iie same ;
but his dangluer-in-law eschews the rougher tasks and potiers over
ilie liglner jobs and her fancy needlework, According to the old
Sardat, the giedtest change 15 the increased cleunimess. Seventy-
five per cent are now clean in toeir petsous as agaist only 5 per cent
in his youth. Both these Swrdars, and the younger is a good judge,
tnink that in che vilage uow more than 10 per cent of Stkh martiages
are positive wusfits, and that over half, perhaps even 6u per cent,
are reasonably lappy. They thougnt that o the lown things
were not so satisiactory. As to character, they said that less than
4 per cent of the women were Dadly behaved (badchalan), and that
there was less singing of 2iliald sougs than ihere ased to be,

oAt s characiaisie-of the Sikh jat that his womenfolic not

mirequetitly do money:lending. There are O¥er fifty Wio Goririn™
T e ARG (s OF'séven of them Jats),* and a sprinidi.g
gé;’;;fl onders A1t the vidlages round Kasei? Most are in the sialiest
way of business, but a co-operator told roe that his

¥ Ses Buicher and lang, The Odyssey, 430, aud Aristotle, Polijics, 2, 8,

Compare also the welling of Leah and Rachel to Jacob for fourteen yedis
fabour, and Génesss xxxi, 15

2 The rest are Khatris and 4 rpras,
3 Ct. p. 83.
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mother had accurmulated ‘a very fine estate’ She took to it on
finding herself married to a worthless fellow who drank. Much
1he same explanatlon was glven "of two cases mentioned at Bhakna,
Kaldn - Thelr husbands are weak,’ 1t was said, and an assenting
titter went réund the gathcring. Mo ace unts zre kept, nor are
they necessary smce the loans are nearly always agamst jewellery.
All"thal 15.donie is 1o tie a ticker Lo the ornainent and fix a date for
1e&em9t10n Tne rales are tiw same as those charged by men,
iz, 13% per cetit’ Tor secmed loans and 45 per cent for unsecured.
) One suiking change bas occurred since the war in the Siki
wolnar’s [ife. she wears much less jewellery. ' Now people
boycott jewellery,” said one of my scall ln up-to-date
vernacular phrase. Ten yeats dgo the Akdlis sec
therr Puritan faces against both jewellety and demking, and this
was the best side of their movement, which was shiong i this
district. The co-operalive movement, too, encouraged the con-
version of jewellety into interest-bearmg deposits, and tne canay
Sikh was quick to see the advantage of tlus.! Now e {all it prices
makes fresh accumulations of jewellery vidtually uapossible fur
men of moderate tmeans. A Sikh landiord i speaking of this
related witli refieshing candout, (hat when his giandmother died
au arbitrator was called in to divide up the family jewellery amongst
the heirs and theie was so much of it—it was worth over hall ¢ lakh—
tnat he toox some or it himself and no one missed it. Now, he said,
all that 1s changed. In making themselves " gentelman ' people
had maae themselves poor and even a Sardar comumanded but
Liile casii.

The landlord was equally candid on the subject of driuk, e
besetting weakness of the Sikh, who is denied by lis ieligion the
solace of tobacco. ‘I used to duluk, and so badly
that no ovne put auy tust in e, Owr tenants
demanded 1eceipts hom me, and I used Lo lake my father s money
seuetly. Then I became a member of the ——— Committee
(he named a well-known semi-religrous body), and all laughed at
e, knowing how 1 drank. When I saw ilus, by your honoui’s
kindness (he raised a salaamiug hand) aud God's grace I gave it up.
Now all trust ine aud I have uot to give teceipts, and [ have been
elecied wanage: of the girly’ school in our village, Here lus father
broke in with another and perhaps more convincing reason [or Lis
converswir: © 1 was very displeased with nim and i0ld L that
it ke did not give it up, I would twin b oL of my house and leave
all my land to my sewoud son.’ The son's engaging fiankness jed
to taik aboui Siklisi aud w a quesbon about the five K-s, which

1 CLop 4

Jewellery

Drink
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the true Sikh wwust always wear® He said: ‘They ail have a
meaning. Thesc bangles (and he pointed to the thin steel riugs
about Ius erlbtb) bind my hands so that they cannoi steal; and
the drawers which I wear below (and he pointed 1o his dark tight-
filling cloth trousers) are a padlock apon me in case any wickedness
rises in my heart.’

A zaiidar tells me a twagic story to illustrate tne Jat's attitude
to both jewellery and drink. A Jat had drunk most of his subsiance
away when he received a visit {from his married daughter. e took
her jewellery and sold it for drink. When she went back to her
husband, he was so angry that she returned to her father and begged
her ornaments back that she might not be dishonoured * Overcome
with shame, the father went to us well, tied his puggaree round his
neck and, binqing hands and feet, hung himseir.

There is no doubt that the Sikh's diink biilds Q}mlqmﬂtm
it was before ‘EIM "For this the Akélis deserve credit, though
the most potent factor has been the lack of money
followmg the sulmp The same applies 10 the

consumgmng;,,ggmmﬁ,wmch is comumon, amengst, the Sikhs south
ol the Sut1e3, but, curiously, not amongst those to the north, An
official wiwo knows Ferozeperc well cstimazes that 2o_per, cent ok
Mztrn(;, : L0en over  thirty ldke it, and 70 to 807 per cent of those over fifty,
abiout half of them ha.mtuculy In Hissar, doubdless influenced by
Ragputana, Hindu Rajputs are also addicted 1o 1t, and their babes
are scmetames tavgul to suck at the breast Ly nuxing a gram of it
in ne first few drops of their mothers’ milk.3 The opium 1s taken
willt water or tea, and though it is never smoked, it dees much harm
to babilude, and they can geuerally be detected by their sunken
faces, lack-lustie eves, nobraced movewments, and shrill inebiiace
voices. On my last wur I was told in Ambala that, notwithstanding
ba.n on tobacco, snuil was bem.ommg populai vvitlrlwtj,;%f“lkh‘%

{ hear'the same here. "The tea habit too, 1s spreading fast,$ and
Littie pules of wnite loaves, taree or four inches square, are now to be
seen in ihe basaars. They cost a farthing each and are taken with
e morning or affernoon cup of tea, and iy have dils advantage
over the lieavy unleavened chapati, that they arc more easily

digested and are available ‘ ready-niade .

Opium eating

¢ these are the top-knot (kes), bangle (kara), comb (kanga), drawers
(ka.:ﬁ}.;, and daggur (Rivgdn),

2Cf "Can s wmd forget ber cruerments, or 2 brds her store?’
{Teremiah ii, 32)

3 Amongst montanc and submontane Rajputs the habit 15 rare.

4 Rusticus, 56.

5 Cf, ibid , 56.
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30 January.—Moga to Bédga Purina (1T mles)

To-day I followed up my enquiries about girls’ education with

a visit to an ‘aided ' primary school for girls, After ten years it

. has but twelve pupils, of whom only six were present.
A girls” school 0y were heing taugh: by e carpenter's wife, and
the schoolroom was a space in her tiny house, half passage, half
verandah, opening on to a miniature courtyard, where a bulky
buffalo was warming his hairy flacks in the sun. The six httle
girls, all uuder ten, sal in & row, some on tie bare toor, others on
scraps of sacking. They wore red shawis over their heads and silver
bracelets on their arms, and cone a gold ring in her nose. ALl were
dirty ; but not so dirty as the mistress, who was dressed in biack
pyjama trousers 204 o shire thac looked as if it had been made out
of a last yeat’s dusicr, I asked why more gids did uot come to
school,  ‘They dre so dear {0 their mothers that when I scod
them they lake them away.’

* And if you do not scold ihem, how long do they stay ¢’

‘ They {ake them away as soon as they hiave learni Lo read and
write, What need 10 kuow 1uore ¢ ey say.” Not very encourag-
ing aiier ten years' effort, but the fault, I suspect, lies as much with
thie mistress as with the parent. Neither her qualifications—she
had read ouly up lo the fifth Primary—nor her appearance suggested
that she was fit to educate the young. Nor even her house : it was
clean enough and even had a nand-pump, but il was disorderly.



CHAPTER VII
FEROZEPORE—(continued)
RECONSTRUCTION, VILLAGE BANKS, AND MARKETS

30 January—(convinued)

THE most interesting feaivre of vhis tabsil is the systematic attempt
that is being made at village reconstruction by the Sub-Divisional
) Officer, an Indian official who inherited the beginnings
l‘g&”‘fimction of the experimen_t from his predecessor. In general
method and object the campaign resembles Mr,

Brayne’s in Jhelum. There is a central committee to bring together
ihe representatives of all the beneficent aepartments and co-ordinate
their work, and under them ate six Honorary Inspectors who are
supposed to act as village guides on the Gurgaon model* Of the
siz twe arc good. ome bad, and three 'twixt and between. The
Sub-Divisional Officer does a iot of preaching himselt and, as in
Jhelum, there is a magazine, which 1s intended to be seif-supporting
but is actuaily Ks. Goo down. In this the fourth year of the
experiment 170 manure pits have been dug, 3o improved ploughs
and z,o00 fodder-cutiers soid, and 3,000 feet of pukka drains
constructed in sixteen villages. Here and there, too, people have
been persuaded to abandon the nsanitary practice ol stacking iheir
dung-cakes in the village, But in many places this continues for
lack of convenient sites outside. If there is no common land or a
man hius no land of his owo near the village, all that can be done is
to hire or lease a plot, and few are both willing and able to do tiis.
in a number of cases special arrangements were made, but when it
came to the point they were not carried out, Like Mi. Brayse, the
Sub-Divisional Officer thinks it important to show the people
ummistakably that Government is domg something to help them
oui of iheir puverty and ignorance, and he found this aspect of the
campaign of special value during last saminet’s political agitatiou.
Like Mi, Brayue, tou, he claims that activities of this kiud help to
keep the peasant occupied and 1o divert Iis mind from quarrels and
hitigation. Only in one respect do his methods differ matarially
from M. Brayne's, No subscriptions are raised, on the salutary
piindple that ie people concerned must pay for everything

t Rusticus, 154.
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themselves and not depend on the generosity of others. If this is
possible, il is a great merit of the scheme, since both Jhelum and
Gurgaon show that few like being touched in their pockets for
schemes to benefit others,

Schemes for improving the village lock so differently at head-
guarters and in the village that I was at some pains to-day to find
out how the scheme was working. The village where I stopped for
the usual bank inspection was one of those which had come witwin
its operation, bat alibough I exminined it cawefuiy I could find
nuuhing to indicate change, and the people said quite candidly that
theirs was the old way of doiug things (purana iniucam).

‘ The Talsildar came once two years ago and gave us an order
to clean the lanes and throw the manure and rubbish 100 yards irom
the village. At the time we agreed, bul after thay no one caiue,
so we did nothiug, and now we thuow hings as we please.” This
was evidently one of the failures, and .t was donbtiess due to the
activily ol the Honoiary Luspecior, who was not one of the two
good ones,

We rode on and came lo a Sikh village, Unfortunately the
people had been warned of our coming and ail was spick aud spaii.
A Jai wlo had dug a maoure pit ucdinitied iv was done ‘ by order ’,
bui added : " Without doubt it is a good tinng.)’

" Then,” 1 said, tutuing to the 1ing of bearded faces round me,
* 1 suppose others have dug them too ? ’

‘ No one else has dug them : our sand 1s too far from the village
and we canuol get land neax iv.’*

* But thuse of you whu have land near the village—surely you
have dug them ?’

‘ No.*

‘ Tnen you thmk them bad ¢’

‘ No, we thing themn good.’

" Then why nave youd uot dug them ?’

‘It is our laziness.” And so said the meu of ihe Salt Range;?
aud who would say anything else, if he had to live under a sun which
for seven months of the year takes the temperature by day to any-
thing between go and 115 degrees in the shade ?

Last of all we came (v Bdga Purdna. It has 3,200 inhabitants
and is vhe second cleau village of auy size that I have seen in the
Pungab.3 It Lws Lwice wou 2 puize for cleanliness and
hopes 1o win. & third at the competition to be heid
next month for the cleanest village in the disluict.

A clean
village

Ct, Rusiicus, 6o,

I
*pp 38, 61
5 For the olher see p. 42.
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It was therefore at its best, and thovgh the lanes may hoave been
prepared for our coming, {his could uot have been he vase with tue
houscs, whose smooth mud-leeped walls stood transfigured by the
setting sun. Some of them put modern mansion and villa to scorn,
notably one which had a porch & hundred feet long with three high-
arched gateways and nine brick pillars sentinelled down the centre
and supporting a lofty roof. The Malwa Jats are lovers of the
round arch, and their houses are the finest in the province. Al I
saw were clean, bur as usual inner rooms were pitch dark, even in
the case of a family that had risen 1o the rare luxury of a kitchen
with a fire-place. " There is great comfort in this fire-place,” said
the shrouded lady of the house as she bent over the fire to keep
away the chill of dusk.® [t was a pleasure to walk about this
village, and there was almost a garden iragrance in its cieanliness.
And it had been obtained cheaply enough: for the lanes three
sweepers are pald one rupee a month each, and as to the houses,
the people are not ‘lazy '.2

Amongst those prowling round with me was the headmaster cf
the local Middie school, and {his brought us back to an old subject.

i * The educated make the better farmers,’ he said.
;-f‘adr‘gi"lfgn and ‘ They can’t work as we do,’ asserled a smaii,
broad-chested Jat at his eibow.

" Without doubr, buat they learn the new ways.’

‘How many,’ I asked, ¢ farm with the new impiements 7’

* There are only five or six,’ replied the Jai, ¢ who can read and
who farm, and none of them uses ihe new mplements.’

 Does not their farming difter at all frorn the iarming of those
who can't reaa !’

‘ INo, now at all.’

* Then liete at ieasi education has had no mfluence on farming.’

* But those who go to schooi featn to rise and to sit ; they can
talk to the patwan and keep accowits.’

* That is most true, bui do any of these five or six men kKeep
accounts ? '

‘ Nu, not one,’

" Ang Gan thwse who Liwve been cu school do as tuch wok as
those who have not been ?

T CE Rushous, 49.

% Thanls to panchayals (see p. 138 fi.) and sustained official interest,
the recenstruction wonk descnbed above has 1aken root in {he t2lsil, and the
villege sanitetion shews warked improvement., In some villages, the lanes
are kept clean ; in others, water is not allowed to stagnate, and here and
there manure is kept outside the village (1933).
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* At first nol,” admitted the headmaster; ‘bul in three or
four years they can do as much as anyone. Look at Jiwan Singh,’
said he, iurning to the Jat, ‘ is he not as good as you ?’

‘ Yes, without doubt,’ was the generous admission, and the
headmaster is right: education may impair strength but farming
will bring it back. We were standing in the courtyard of two
brothers, one a clerk and the other a cultivator. Whether it was the
influence of educativn or aoi, everything was arranged with an
orderliness rarely found south of the Ravi. Cne room, and that a
small une, was fall of chupped fodder and the dry was kept carefuily
apaii from the green, and «ll 1ound the courtyard everything had
its appropriate peg. even the pails, a nicety I have not ssen before.

As 80 often happens, tne boys have their schooi, but the girls
have none. Six parents, however, have poldly sent Lheir danghtess
—the eldest is ren—to the boys’ schiool, arnongs! them
the Sikh headmaster, the Sub-fuspector of Police, and
a Bralmn. Others have not fellowed their example
because there is ' anxiety” about the arrangement. The lack of
education for the giris would matrer a little less if they could gei
instruction in their religion, bul the only comminity which gives
this is a group of Chcistians, who are mosily of ihe hunblest origin.
Threy have an Iadian padre who can both read and understand his
Bible. For Sikl: and Muslim there are many places of worship,
ihiee Gurdwiras and four mosques, but not a single granili’ or
mullah who can expound his scriptutes. Oue of the granthis,
indeed, 1s blind, anc in anotler village seen to-day, the same was
the case witl: oue of {he tloree muliahs, Spiritually all three were
biiud, for none of them kuew Urdu, still less Arabic, They teach a
few boys to gabble the Koran, and some years ago when thete was
an eiderly muliah a few girls were taught as weil. The gluis of the
village, save the dozen who go to the schuol just described, now have
no teaching of any kiud, and the village is as jarge as Baga Purdna.
Tor the boys there is a school, but wven they get no religious teaching,
with the doubtiul cxception of the few who go {o mosque and gurd-
wara. I found the same thing on my last tour,® and it Is Lypical
of the Punjab, probably of the whole of india. If I mention if
again, it is becaunse it is tuy fna conviclion, rooted in the experience
of Europy, {hal, until ai least the peasaut is tuily educated, he
requices religious teaching and guidance if his life is to be illuminated
by either the old Light or the mew. But the teaching imust be
given by men who understand the spiric of religion as well as its
letter.

v Silzh priest.

2 Of. Kushcus, 44, 85, 338.

Religions
instruction



120 FEROZEPORE

Béga Purdna has as many midwives as priests, and they are
just aboui as well guahfied for their work, for all are untirained.
One who used 1o be here was recenily given six
monihs’ training at Ferozepore and paid Rs. 15 a
month while she trained Bul, en her return, she found her skill
so little in demand that she went elsewhere. ‘Our women prefer
the old ways and do not like midwives with inslruments,” was the
explanation. And what else can one expect when there 1s no girls’
achool ?

To-day for the first time this year 1 heard the lark pouring out
his intoxicating song over the ugly piamn, On a horse one hears
these Lhings.

Midwives

31 January—DBéga Purdna to Kot Kapura (18 males)

Most days I inspect & bark or two, but it would be tedicus to
set down day by day what each bank islike. I will content myeclf,
. therefore, with noting a few characteristic traits for
g;ﬁigse the benefit of those who would know at first hand
how the agricultural Thrift and Credit co-operative
society works in the field.” One of yesterday’s villages, {or instance,
had once had four banks, but has now only one. A society of
zemindars and two of sweepers (Stikh and Christian) haa failed, and
two years ago even the fourth was cfficiaily described as * hopeless .
The cause of this coliapse was the failure to get good men. together
at the starl and two yewrs' departmental neglect : there are few
village societies that do not require wet-nursing in their infancy.
The fourth Dank was saved by persuading good men to join 1t and
grving the members the careful teaching that they should have had
at the outset. in starting a society too much care can hardly be
taken in the selection of members. it is the bees wiio make the
honey rathier than the files who rusis to il, that are wanied, Aud
every member should be well giounded in the by-laws of his society
and in ihe elemnents oi co-operation. How easy this sounds, but
m most villages there are ten flies for every bee and ten men who
cannot read for one wihc can; and with those who cannot, ail
teaclduyg has to be given by word of mouth and imprnted on the
mind by consiuut repetition. In 1930 only t3 per cemt of {he
menbers of our 16,000 village banks could read and write,* and in
the Zira tahsd, thiough which we have jusi passed, g7 per ceut
are dirterate,

? In tne Punjap tnere are over 16,000 of these societies with an average
of therty-two members ezch {xg3.4),

+ Co-op. Soe. Bpt, (1930;, 23

2.
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And this is the kind of thing that follows. We were looking
at a society of Arains near the Sutlej and of the fifty-six men present
all bul six were illiterate. Muclh the most intelligent was the
secretary ; but he had used his intelligence to obtain for a relative
a loan of Rs. 400 in excess of his credtt hmit, and on the bond were
the thumbmarks of two bogus sureties. A month ago the managing
comuutiee promsed the Inspectur thal the loan would be recalled,
bul did nothing It was clearly a case for a new secretary, but the
old one was present and no one wished to make mm an enemny by
turning him ouf, foi lus education and wntelbgeice make him
{oinndable.  Thie situation was a delicale one, and muuch persuasion
hiad to Le used Lefore the commitee would agree Lo auy action at all,
I ended 1n a compromse : a new sectelary was appomnted to hold
office till the loan was repaid.

In a wilage bank liabuity is unimited, and to proiect mewnbers
from 1ts conisequences every loan musi be goaratieed Ly one u
nwie sureties. A quick way of disimgmshing the good from ihe
ordingry bauk 1s to see whether the boriower kuows who lus sureties
are and whetler ilie sureties realize thewr obhgations. The otner
day on pemg informed by the members of a bank that till recently
their society had been in class A and by your Honoat’s kinduess *
would soon Be o agau, T applied Jhe test and fouud that a meniber
wiio had taken a loan oniy a wouch befure had not the least idea
what the amount was now who weie his suieties. A member of the
commiitee camne to his rescue and said he was cne of them, but tne
bond showed that someone clse was, He then said he was relemug
10 an earher loan, but again the boud proved him wiung, at wiuch
lie was laughied into silence.

The village bank’s lynch pin is ity cotnnuitee.  Service on it 18
honorary and more atliactive to the honey-loving fly than the
honey-making bee. Many is the committee that takes more than
its share of the honey. In Shahpur we came across a ticastiee who
had borrowed Rs. 4,500, and i this district there is one who has
taken Rs, 50,000, Laige loans of this kind spell disaster and can
only be recovered with miinite difficuity.” Another common defect
18 infrequent meelings and slack attendance at them. In the case
of the mortgage bank at Bhaiw4l six of its nineteen directors lad
not attended more than one of the las. uine meetings, but for-
tunately the bank has a capable president aud, though of has
Rs. 50,000 o6 loan, il has not a single defauiter.”  With good banks
the commiiiee meets fiequently, and 1 a society seen in the Salt
Range theis had been fifty-five meetings m twelve months,

2 They are now vitualy naposstble,
2 For mortgeoe banle, see Rusinus, 325,
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The Szlt Range societies are almost the only ones T have seen
on thiz tour which have not becn obliged by the slump to reduce
their loans to a munimnm. This is because the army is behind them
and pay and pensions keep credit liquid. Bul anything that brings
in a steady flow of cash serves the same purpose. In one village we
saw there were six banks. In five credit was frozen, but in the
sixth business continued because the members, who were primarily
cultivators, employed their spare time in weaving. Mr, Gandhi
believes that the Indian peasant badiy needs an industry witich
wiil increase bown nis resources and his employment, and for this
purpose recommends spinning. So fai as unirrigated tracts are
concerned, where cultivation is necessarily precarious and leaves
large leisure, there can be no doubt ihat he 1s right, and this 1s a
case in point. The viliage is entirely dependent upon rain, and in
five banks the members, bemg cultivators and nothing else, were
iocked out of employment by drought, but in the sixth they teh
back upon thewr weaving.”

The great danger of village banks is that they may facilivate
borrowing, ‘ There can be no advantage from a bank,’ said a
Easy crodis grain-dealer once when we were discussing tlis in a
. ;Syit(éﬁdfxuzgers colony markel : ‘a man will spend as much money

B as he can get : To or 2o rupees, ne sees no ditterence :
he wastes it all” Therc is profound truth in this charge, as I have
shown elsewiere,® und when some years ago iu another district the
experiment was tiled of leiting village banks boriow up to a certain
limit without any check fromn the staff;# the resulis were disasuous,
Most societics at once borrowed up Lo the fuil Limil, and, when the
time came to repay. unable to do so, they made fictitious repaymernts,
The eftects of this sull clog the district, ana the A B € of handimg
money hus 10 be taughit all over again.  Forlunacely, there are many
now amongst ol members, espediaily in the central Punjab, who
have grasped thie fact that for the peasant the [ear of money is the
beginning of wisdom, and the stump, which has dissolved the
prosperity of the past ‘like the baseless fabric of a visicn’, has
entorcea the lesson. But there are still many amongst our 500,000
wmemberst who look upon ther society simply as a cow to be milked ;
and when ey find Jheir credii with it exhausted, they retutu o the
money-lender,’ The last state of such men is often worse than the

1 Cf. Rusticus, 361.

* Peasaal, 222, 26%,

8 Normally only socisties in Class A or B (there are four classes) are
allowed to do this Others, the large majority, are required to eubmit
e ¢It,p]icaﬁons for itaas Gmough the co-operative slaff

« 1u July 1033 4oo000 for egricutiurs) eredu, spcieties and 616,000
for all types
5 Gk Rusticws, 112-3,
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first, and at present it is impossible, except by continued teaching,
to protect them from themselves. It would seem as if the only
remedy were nol 10 allow a money-lender to sue a co-operaior for a
loan given him after joining a bank*

Another and mare subtle danger is that men not in debt may
join a bank and start borrowing. If they borrow for productive
purposes and are careful about repayment there is nv haim in this;
bat borrowing is full of pit-falis for the mexpeiienced and improvi-
dem.. The Sikh bank we saw near Moga is an example of tiis.
When thie society was started, only one or two of 1the members were
in debt, but now ail but one have borowed iv pay land revenue
and water rawe.

G surneiiaes wonders why vue village lias a bank and another
close by has none. Lasi month I came cpon iwo 3ikh wiiages
within a imile of each other, one with a vigorous bank of fLfly
membess, the other with none. Tne latter said they prefened Lo
deal with the money-lender, because he did not press them when
they had noliung to give him, whereas the bank got its members’
propety ailached. Charging only 24 pwr ceut and no compound
interest, a co-uperative society is obliged o proceed against those
who wou't pay when they can, and m most societies tne fault Hes
not on the side of severity but of lenience. The woney-lender is
more easy-gomg and often waiis Lwo o1 thiee years befure beginnumg
to haniy a clicut. Tids natwally suits the pedsani, and is a mam
reasoll Why he is so careless about iepaynent. The sage amongst
thea realize thus, and al Saidhi (in the Salt Range)* when we were
discussing whether the viliage should have a bauk or nol and I
pointed out that it would mean 1epaying every six mmonths siead
of every thiee yems, au old »oldier said. ‘That is good for us;
then what we Liave to pay dves not Increase.”  Receiving so pertient
aud unespected a 1eply, { asked why they had not aiready started a
bank. * Nousehas toid us how {o start one, but we heat fron: ocher
villages that it is a good thing and brings much advauiage.”

And of that, despite many failures «nd countless inperfections,
no one can doube. During this tow and the last it has been
uapressed ou e again and agawn, bul one incident will suffice to
sbww what is meant. Al a meeting of « Banking Umon in an aiea
where Co-operation had long been established I euguiied from the
100 present, who inciuded the presidenis of many viliage banks,
what Denefits Co-operavipin hiad brought.  Oue of those sitting on
the ground was Jlosen by his fellows to act a spokesman and nis
ieply, which they endorsed, was as follows 1 ‘ I{ has added v our

* G, Rusticus, 224, 248,
2 p.o45
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capital (sarmaya) ; it has reduced our debt; it has increased our
good fellowship (salwk), and money is not wasted.” Solid benefits
indeed, and, with the possible exception of education, the four most
needed by the Indian village at present. Should not Government
then back the co-operative movement to ithe [ull extent of its
resources, borrowing if necessary for the purpose ?*

The borrowing to pay iand revenue and water rate, jusi
mentioned, is an ominous sign ot the {imes. The cold weather
instalment is being collected and my enquiries both
in this district and tne last indicate widespread
borrowing to pay it. In Amritsar a tahsildar pul the amount at
only 1o per cent of ithe whole, but one of my Inspectors, who knows
the people well, puts it at 50 per cent. A Revenue official at Moga
estimates that half the people in the tahsi have borrowed, and the
local co-operative staff say the same. The grealest persuasion was
required to collect ihe amount, and durbars of neadmen had to be
held for the purpose. In Amritsar, to facilitate payment, a tahsildar
induced the local money-lenders to open their money-bags, closed
on account of the slump, and they charged 30 per cent for the favour.
Interest rates vary considerably, no doubt with the credit of the
borrower. A Makhu,* a zemindar told me that in return for a
loan of five rupees he had prormmsed 1o pay back ten in June; and
another said that ie had borrowed Rs. 22 and received Ks. 2o in
cash on the understanding that, if he repaid Rs. 22 within six
months, nothing more would be due, and that otherwise hie would
have to pay 23 per cenl frow the date of the loan : that is to say,
if the loan was repaid within six months, the rate was 20 per cent
{prepaid) ; otherwise it would be 25 per cent, plus 20 per cent for
thie first six monihs. At a Sikh village in Amntsar 1 found that of
filty pcople preseni sixteen had pawned, and iwenty-three soid,
jewellery to pay the current instalment. I asked why they had not
all sold. “ A marter of izzat,” said an ofiicer : * they hope to redeem
it next hiarvest, but they will not be able to doso.” In this village
the position was complicated by a police post quartered on the
inhabitants at a cost of Rs, 10,000 a year for refusing to pay tueir
land revenue last sammer. The reduction in land revenue anyounced
last month3 will save the district about Rs. 50,000, and in this
village (unlike the people vi Shalipur)* ihe zemindars had a woxd of
gratitude for Government on the subject. As in the north$ it is
in every peasani’s moutl that the economic crists is dueto ° Cangress-
Maugress’. * Gandbi-ji has forbidden people to buy English clodh ;

Laad revenue

t Cf. Paasant, 263, P, 90 3 p. 19,
4. 1. 3 p. 27,
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England will not buy vur wheat,’ is their simple but fallacious reading
of the situaiion.

As no one likes having to pay land revenue, a resourceful
member of the Co-operative Department,® has devised a means of
escape ; and it is as simple as possible. All that is necessary is to
join a land revenue redemption socicty and, whenever land revenue
lias 1o be paid, to deposil ann eguivaleul amount with the society.
If, as is usual, the society pays 7 per cent compound interest on the
deposit, i twelve years the member will have to nis credil a sum
brmging in sufficient interest to pay his land revenue. A number
ot these sociciies hiave been formed, and one of them we saw at
Manarn last week,?

There varne a poini i our march to-day when it was evident
froun the sudden change in the condition of the road that we were
entering an indian state. The country, too, began io
chauge : saudhills appeased amongsl the ciops, aud
the edges uf 1he flelds became mnoie ragged, and on the road we metl
aiole and more camels. We were entering the great camel country
whicli steetchies westward, with hardly a break, across Baluchistan,
Persia, and Arabia, and along the whole length of north Afiica o
the Atlantic. In this vast area no animal can vie with the camel
There is no task dene by either hotse ur buliock Lo which he canuot
be set with advaniage. He will do everything for us but cook,
exclaimed a Jat of Hissar. In Lhe desai he will cutstay all but the
haidest ridet, and il is recorded of him that he has done 150 miles
i jorty-nine hours3 and journeyed for ten days ~with nothing to
drink and almost nothing to eat.’ And, wiih a philosophy that is
characteristic of the great, he will pecform the wost humdrum tasks
2y uncomplainingly as the most adventuroas. Since yesterday it
as been a common sight to see huu at the Persian wheel instead of
(ke usual pair of bullocks, and he is preferred for the purpose. Iiis

The camel

round the wheel for six hours on end and will irdgate five oo six
kanalsS iustead of ike fowm done by buliocks, and he wiil do this

T Sardar Behadur Sardar Beant Singh. Co-operation in the Punjab
owes mﬁch to his judgent aud Jdevolion and vo ais inilmale knovwledge of
llage life.

g Since killed by the economic depression. The latter in combination
with the general reduction in the raie ol interest tu about 4 per cent, las
made the work of these gocietise vary didienit, and ocly thees or four are
keeping their heads above water. One of these, however, can now pay its
members’ land revenue for one crop a year {1933)-

3 Lawrence, Revalt 4n the Desert, 154,

4 5t John Phulty, ‘“he Empty {uariexr of Arabia’ (Yje Lisiener,
20 July 1g932).

3 In Ferczepore 9- 68 kanals make one acre,
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with ne one to drive him,' and with no more urgmg than an
occasional shour, Such a beast can be had, feur years eld, for
Rs. 180, a bare thirleen guineas. At the plough, too, he docs well,
though except in sandy soils not quite so well as a pair of bullocks ;
for, like the plough horse, he is six or seven paces in front of the
plough and must cut his corners. With the large holdings common
in camel country this matters iittle, but the small holder prefers
the bullock,?

At Kot Kapura I inspected the market, and as it is the fifil
seen on this tour, T shall describeit.  Dating from the early nineties

i when the prosperity of Ferozepore began, it is
i;ﬂfal embellished neither by man nor by time, and its

‘ two-storied red brick houses with their corrugated
iron verandahs form an unlovely square round a large and almost
treeless market-piace. That market-places in the Punjab should
nearly aiways be treeless, when for some months 1t is one of the
hottest countries in the world, shows how little man cares for
camfort when absorbed in the pursuit of gain. To-day, however,
there was no ueed of shade for either man or beast, and irader and
camel were both glad of the sun. We sought out a veteran com-
mission agent and found a fine oid bania, pock-marked but with
wide -set eyes and penetrating glance. Camels thronged and bubbled
round us as he 1old us about the market.

In early days when markets were few, produce would come
fifty miles,3 but now, as with most markets, its radius is abour
fifteen miles, the distance that a man can journey to and fre in a
day with bullock-cart, donkey, or camel. Ninety per cent of the
produce is said tc be brought in Ly the cultivators themselves, and
much the same is the case at Moga, where there is also a market.*

T Detaited cnquiry on a farm in Lndbiana, a district which marches
with Ferozepore, showed thal, including depreciation and inferest, it cost
Rs 252 1o maiatain a camel a5 againet Re, 314 for a pa:r of bullocks (Punjab
R4, of Econ. Enquirv, Farm Accounts in the Punjeb, 1520-30, 52)- Bullocks
will also work the Persian wheel without a driver if they wear blinds, and they
do this in certain distuicis {e.g, Jhelam and Multan), but ia Ludhiana (and pre-
?%qx;bly )in Ferozepore) the people do not like putting blinds on them

ibid., 52).

? In the Amritsax and Tarn Taran tabsids, the average area (unencum-
bered by oceupancy tenancy or mortgage) owned 1s only five anres (Amritsar
Gag. (xg14), 135). In the Zira tahsil {[Ferozepore) the average hoiding is
from. 6 to B acres {Feasani, 66,n.). On the other hand, in Sirsa it is 6o acres
and iu Fazilka to the west of Kot Kapura 84 (ibxd,, 3. n.)

3 g.g. trom Jagranue,

4 A detalled enquiry done into the marketing of wheat in 1930 showed
that 7 per cent of the wheat sold in the markets of Ferezapora Cantonroent,
Fazilka, and Moga was brought in by the growers themselves. Tn the
fntlej riverain the percentage is said to be 25 or less.
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In spite of this, there is not a single zemmndar or peasant amongst the
filty-five commission agents of {he market. All but eleven are
Aggarwils, a section of the great Bania community of 1he southern
Punjab.® As there is no bank in the market, the commuission ageni
depends for his finance on the bigger money-lenders and the latter
upon the banks al Ferozepore. The basis of this finance is the grain-
godown, wincu usually holds aboul 1,000 muaunds (36 tons).* The
borrower pledges a godown, and on handing over the xey is
advanced up to 73 or 8o per cent of the vame of ils conleuts, at
74 per cenl. The slump has stramed tids sanple syslein tu the
ut.nost, for with the diop in prices inany woirowers have found
it impossible to maintain auy 1aargin at all belween the amount
bottowed aud the value of ihe produce. Noir have most been
wiliing to sell, ever hopng for the rise that would save them {rons
heavy loss, and the lenders hesitate to compel sae {o1 fear of
lusing old clients. The amount invowved is cousiierable, for about
200,000 maunds (over 7,000 tons) of giain, mosdy wheat, are
in store in the name of vhe comunissivn agents. * We have not the
stiength (uafig) 1o store,” said 4 peasant by-stander. The storage
capauty of tiwe market is about a million maunds as againsi 400,000
al Moga. In both cases this more than suffices, aud my euqguiries
m diferent parts of the province show tnaw simage facilities 1 the
Punjab are adequate in quantity however inadequate they may be
in quality.3

Suine markets have iuformal panchayats to regulate thww
pracice and settle tiade disputes. There is one at Muga, buc the
agiica.durist is not represented on it, yei withou. Lim the maiket
would not exist.  Actually, as at Xou Rapura, there is 1o aglicul-
tunst commission agent, aud the peasant would have no ally in the
tuarkel al all but for the existence of a co-operative Commission
shop, and even ilus has no representative on the panchayal ; aad
wlen 1 pointed out the ancmaly, the Banias defended inemselves
by saying that, as scme of them owned lands, the landowner was
represented. But unfoilvnaiely abl laudowners are nat agricultur-
ists. I then said ti:at according to sound co-uperative principle the
sweepers, weighmen, and oller servants of the market should aiso
be represented. They objected that there was 1o need jor tius,
siuce they al lived on good terms with eacii viher aud thete was
‘0o question ' between them. I complimented them on this happy
state of afrairs, Doi said i might mor always coubinue and, if ever
‘ question ” aruse, 1 would be wuch easier to settle it amicably if ail

tCLop oao7.

z At Moga there are about 400 godcwns,
% See also Pb. Bkg. Eaqy. Rpt., oL
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parties werc in the habil of deliberating together. An amusing and
lively discussion followed and many pressed round to hear so unusual
a debate, It ended in hugh good humour witn the mnost gartulous
commission agent saying that he would himself propose the election

of a representative of the commission shop to the panchayat.”
I have inspected several comimission shops on this iour, and
since they were not described on my last, 1ney must be given a page
o or two here. They represent the omly cfiort so far
gﬁ;‘;m““m made by the small and medinum grower in the Punjab
to market his produce co-operatively, and they do
this on the iines of the ordinary commission agent, selling, and to
some smail extent sioring, 1heir clients’ produce, and occasionally
buying for them. They do this for each client individually, never
collectively ; and this is one of therr weaknesses. Unless hard
pressed,” the peasant is too much of an mdividualist to pool his
produce, and peasant produce which is not pooled cannot be graded
—the quantities brought in are too smali and tne qualities too mixed
—-gnd withour grading and bulk, marketing for export is out of the
question, There are several other difficuluies, In most districts
holdings are small, and outside the canai colonies the peasant has
too litule 1o scli for a society to be able to render him any very
material service, measured m terms of moncy. Witlun the colonies
conditions are more favourable, and most societics are 10 be found
ihere. But even thers, the obsiacies are formidabie. The birth of
a saciety is generally the signal for coucerted opposition on the part
of the coimnission agents, and since they completely dominate the
markets, they have only to proclaim a general boycoli [or a society
to be placed in setivus jeopardy. At dangla a young society was
boycotted for two months because 1t distributed a rebate of six
annas in the rupee, and the poycott was only ended by the
authorities taking security proceedings uuder ihe Criminal Pro-
cedute Code. While it lasted, the socicly found itself unable {o
sell Hs clients’ unginned cotton; and to prevent this happemng
again, next yeat n euiered into an agreement with the owner of a
ginmng {actury 1o g all their cotton in return for extensive
credit. The result was no boycott, but (as I found at Sangla)3 a
debt of Ks. 36,0c0 covered by very doubtiui bouds.4 If a society
escapes boycott, it may be half 1uined by bad debts, of which this
is un exampie, or by embezzlement, It is extremely difficult to find

( I “The promnse has not been redeemed : 5o is it ever with the garrulens
32335

* CL pp- 27, 30.

3p 8. .

+ Llug has now swelled to Ra. 47,000 (Co-op. Soc. £pf, 1933, 27).
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a manager both honest and officient on the salary that most societies
are able or piepared to pay, and it is of the very nature of co-
operative marketing that much must be left to the manager. Many
embezzlements have occurred, and sometimes thousands of rupees
disappear.” Finally, there is the possibility of communal dissension,
and that is the worst plague of all; for nowhere does the Biblical
saying about a house divided against itseli apply more surely than
iy a co-operative sodiely.
In India, thersfore, the co-operative commission shop, siiuple
a1 foim though it is (and it could hardly be siwplet), is a difficult
enterprise. Yel tiueie would not be tweniy-ive of
iﬁ’;;:; thein with a turnuver of nearly 3o lakhs (£225,000)
if they did not offer some solid aévantlages. The mosi
obvious of these is w1 regard to charges. In all Punjab markets, the
sale of produce is subject to a surprising numpel of swall payuuents,
which incidentally llusirate the extent to which the division of
Inbour may be cartied in a wmediacval state of suciely. The com-
mission agent’s charge (in Lyallpur 12} annas per Rs. oo of produce
sold) and the small paymeni made to the broker are reasonable
enougi: ¢ less so the payment (shagirds) to the agenl’s appreutices,
whether they exist or not. Then there are payments in kiid to
weighman, waterman, sweepet, coolie, and cook, who all peirform
some smali customary service. Thus, ‘{wo men remove the sacks
of giain [roty the cart ; ancther ananges the grain in a heap on the
plaiform, a fourth hands it Lo the weighman, and a fihth weigiis it
and the cook prepares the modest refresnment to whiclh, i courteous
eastern fashiwon, the dealer treats his cusioiners. Dut strangest of
all, yet characteristic of a country where religion is never far away,
one pice per Rs, 100 is charged for tie local gowshdla,* and five more
for 1eligious purposes {dharmao). This last charge is devored by
tixe mote scrupulous to schools, orphanages, and oiher chaiitable
wistitutions in which they are mnterested, but others, the majoiily
it 15 saiq, spend it upon relgicus ceremonies, galherusgs for the
singing of liyruss, 1he feasung of Bralumins, pilgrimages to Hardwar
and Benaes, and bathing in ihe sacred waters of the Ganges; and
sometimes, it 1s alleged, * upon objects of more mundane advantage.”
These charges vary from matket to markel but arvely {if evel)
amount to more ithan 24 to 3 per ceit’'of the vaiue of the produce

* An embezzlement of Rs. 47,000 bhag just been discovered in a shop in
the Lyallpar colony (1933).

2 Almshouses for aged o infirns catile,

3 The passages quoted ars fales from a nobe written by the authe: in
1030 (Pb. Bke. Engy. Rpt., note E, 206). Thn pote deals in some detail with
marketing in the Punjab,

A
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sold! They are, however, troublesome in number. and some of
them vesalivus in characier. For, whatever arguinenis there may
be for linking together business and charity, there is nolhing to be
said for making the peasant, who is more often than not a Musliin,
subscribe to funds almost entirely controlled by Hindu traders.
The commission shop saves the peasant entirely from this, and its
total charges are only two-fifths of the grain-dealer's.* An even
more valuabie service is the provision of accurate weights and scales.
Enquiry in 1928 showed that ‘out of 1,407 scales tested in five
districts, 69 per cent were found to be incorrect, and of 5,907 weights
29 per cent.’3  Yet another advantage. [Lvery market is dominated
by the Hindu trader, and its atmosphere is so different from that of
the village that a villager going there for the first time feels almost
as iost as the desert Beau entering a town. For such, a commission
shop is an oasis, the more so that men will be found there ready to
help 1ather than explioit. These are its three main advantages, and
with an effort there might be a fourth. Large sums are paid to the
grower on the sale of his produce, and i the west the sensible
{armer banks the amount, retaining only what he requires for
mmediate need; but in India, the peasant carries it all home.
Yet, in or near most markeis, is a co-operative centrai bank where
good rates are offered for eveu short deposits. A persuasive
menager might do much in this direction if he tried. But 1 have
never yet met one who tned.

‘The future ol the commission shop is uncertain, but one thing
is clear from what has been said. The agricuiturist should have
more voice in the management and cecairol of the markers of ihe
province.* Su far as their actual managemenut goes, he is alnost
voiceiess, and even on the local bodies that control them, le is in
a helpiess minority. The sooner this is remedied the better.s

At Kot Kapura we entramed, and four hours’ travelling, during
which we covered only seventy-three mles, prought us to Sirsa and
the edge of Bikaner.

IR, 2

2 Ibid., =

3 Thid.,

4 In six markets, in 1928, only 11 out of 408 members of the Iocal
bodies concerned were agriculturists ({bid., 200).

% In July 1933 there were only twenty-three shops, and, largely owing
to the stump, their turnover had declined to mineteen lakhs, Special efforts
are now being made to tighten wp control and stimulate loyalty amongst
the members {Co-op. Soc. Rpt. (1933), p- 37).

s § 1)

T3,
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Cmarter VIII
HISSAR!

LANDLORD AND TENANT—' EXTENSIVE ' FARMING—PANCHAYATS,
AND MONEY-LENDING

2 February.—Sirsa to Suchan (10 males)

TH1s morning I was off before seven 1o shoot, clad in two jerseys
and an overcoat and even so ieeling barely warm. At +.30 the sun
came up behind a high bank of cloud, which it turned to splendour,
We pursued a dusty course in a buck-board to Mangéla, which we
reached in an heur. A long waitl followed on the edge of a lake with
reedy islands, the air full of the music of low-toned bells made by
ilie cattle gathering near (he village for the day’s grazing in the
“jangal’.* The mperial sand-grouse came at last, and we did not
go back empty-handed.

We are now in the heart of the camel country and on the edge
of Hindustan—Hindu India. The Punjab with ivs Sikh and Muslim
peasantry lies behind us, and Punjabi is spoken only by the Sikhs
to the north-easl. Fiowing beards no longer surround us, anamany
faces are beardless. Complexions have a pleasant reddish-brown
like weli-tanned leather, and the shawls and full-flounced skirts of
the women are also red, The wives of the Bagri Jais? look at une
with level eye, and their children gaiher excitedly to see one pass
down the village lane. There is o purdah, and the veil {ghund)
is used only when an elder or iman of umportance is present. Round
the vilages—sure sign one is amongst Hindus—the royal peacock
{reads delicately, nnmolested and unconcerned, a vivid reiainder
of the Creator's power where alil else proclains a careless hiand.

Though the district is predommantly Hindu! there are impor-
tant Muslim elements, and it was amongst Musiims that I found
myself on my way back to Sirsa when I stopped to
see a bank formed by the tepanis of au abscntee
landlord.  As is generally the case when the landlord

Landloed and
tenan

1 With this and the next two chapters compare Peasant, 85-95.

2 Any uncultivated land with vegetation.

3 Immigrants from the Bagar country of Bikaner and inhabiting the
western half of the district, Cf the Deswali Jais, who inhabit the sastern
half. Dollk are Hindus.

4 About 65 per cent of the population of the district {guo,00c) is Hirdu,

13r
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is absentee, there was an atmospherc of poverty and depression.®
The members sat in front of us in a spiritless group, their faces
sunken, their shirts discoloured, and iheir puggarecs coiled droop-
ingly round tired heads. As is common with tenants in the Punjab,
they are not allowed to cultivate the samce land for many years
running, lest, as the bailiff admitted (and as most landlords would
admit in the same circumstances), they should assert a claim to
occupancy rights® In the Jhelum nveramn (on two different
occasions} I met twenty-three tenants, and I found that one had
been cultivating the same land for forty years bui that no one else
had been doing so for more than eight, and most for only two or
three years. Here the general rule is four or five. These are not
conditions that make tor the best use of the fand, and all sensible
landlords I have met admuit this. Yet one can hardly biame them,
seeing that every year the greatest landiord of them all, Government
itself, leases thousands of acres for a year or two only.3 Although
ieuants are periodically shifted from holding to holding, they rarely
leave the village to go elsewherc. This. too, 15 typical of the
province, and it is partly because the average landlord rarely evicls
a tenani, but still more because the peasani is most reluctant to
leave for good & village where he is rooted. Elsewhere, indeed, ne
may find it difficult even 1o gel a house.

In all outlying districes, of wlichi this is one, relations between
landiord and lenant are stil of a feudal character. This is shown
here by the rentai charges. “There is firsl of ail the
usual payment ot a part of the crop, in this case
a. third or a fourth according to circumstances. One advantage
of this type of rent 1 have already pointed out.# Another is thal
the landiord is equally concerned with \he itenani ihat the crops
shiould be good, and for ihis reason here he does 1ol allow the
tenants to sell their manure. Then there are a number ol furtier
payments, which may be shown thus —

Peuda! rent

I Cf. Peasant, 125, and Rusticus, 205.
2 See Rusticus, 205, 252, 257, 260, 264, 292 ; cf. also p. 277.

3 Attention was subsequently drawn to this and enquiries set on foot
Actually there 1s nothing 1n government orders to prevent land being leased
for more than two years (Pumjab Colowies Rpt. (1932), 17), but n practice
very short leases have been ilhe rule; in the colonjes, no doubt, in order
that land might be readily available for allotment., The area imnvolved is
very large, in the Nili Bar colony alone over 100,000 acres. In regard to the
latter the Commissioner, Multan, writes : ‘ There is absolutely no incentive
to improve the land and ir is just squeezed for ali of Is worth * (1hid., 20).
Thal puts the pesitics in a nutshell,

41), Is
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per plough at each harvest at 5 seers of grain,
marTiage of son or daughter. 14 seers of rice.
» weél of sugar.
1 seer of ghi.
fee payable by a marriage party
coming to fetch away a bride Re. 1
grazing fees 3 aunas for a buffalo,
4 foracow, and oneor
2 for calf, skeep, or goat.
for the watchman Rs. 70 per acnum.
for his assistant (dawurah), who
summons the tenants and carries
the village papcers about at crop
inspec tions. Ks. 12 al each harvest.
(The last two charges are divided amongst three vidages.)

In return for these payments the landlord advances seed when
required without interest and scitles all disputes. One had just
been “ settled ’, and the case is typical of both village
crme and village justice. Twenty days ago an uncle
and nephew quarrelied, and unforgivable words passed. The
nephew struck out with his quarter-staff and smote his uncle on
the head. Either the head was solter than he expecied or the stalf
harder, for ilie uncle died, and the nephew is now being prosecuied
for culpeble homicide. ‘ But you said you luve setcded the cass.’

“And so we have : it has been arranged that no one will give
evidence against the nephew.’

* But how is that jusc?’

“This is the first case to go to court from this village, and il is
necessaty to settle it in Uuls way that it may be the last, if people
go as witnesses there will be enmity, and that will be bad for the
village. And the nephew did nol mean to kil his uncle.” 1 leave
1t to townsmen to challenge the wisdom of this decision. Tt shows
at least how difficult it is to graft a western on o an eastern system
of justice, or even, one wight say, an urban on to 4 village system,

I couid wish these men were as wise aboul their finance. They
belong 1o & t1ibe who call themselves Rajputs but are locally known
as Pachddbas or "men of the west’. Desceunded
from scini-pastoral licebooters, they have tae worst
possible reputation both lor looking after thelr own
propeity and for getiing away wilh other people’s. 1ln the last
fifteen years they have been advanced Rs. 50,000 by Government
for slaking wells, and so fm not a single well has been completed :
one cunning fellow even got a loan for a second well, and ihe first
is still not made. No one kiuws where the money has gone, and
attempts at recovery are met with eloquent protestations of poverty.
How, indeed, could such men not be poor? They are almost
beyond Lieip.  YFifleen years ago village banks were started amougst

on

Village justice

Thriftlassness
and finance
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them with the highest lLopes, and a central bank was founded at
Sirsa to finasce theny,t and now the cenlral bank is owed more than
a year's iiterest on ils loans. Times have certainly been hard, for
drought and slump have come together, but what has hit {hem
harder is their lack of backbone and financial sense. Very different
are the Bdgri Jats who culiivate the sandy wastes along the edge
of Bikaner. Repeated famine has taught them 1o look ahead and
husband their resources. But the Pachiadhas, with the Ghaggar
actually more ditch than river) and a canal to depend on, live
sharelessly from hand to mouth and are as thriftless as the peasaniry
of the south-west, Both Jat and Pachddha sufier from insecurity
of harvest , but with the Jat insecurity is more allied to famine
than to plenty, and the reaction to that is thrift; and with ihe
Pachadha it is more ailied io plenty, and, as in the south-west,
the reaction to tnat is improvidence.?
Drought recurs so frequently that the Bdgri Jat is compelled
o be thrifty. The ramnfali averages g to 12 inches, but mn good
) years il may be 20 and in bad only 3 or 4 inches.
fﬁj&i"‘my and T the good there will be an overflowing harvest,
m the bad nothing ai all. In the good, therefore,
the jat slores at least a year's supply of grain and stacks all the
millet and wheat siraw he can to keep himself and his cattle alive
through ibe lean years. There may be a succession of these—
there has not been a good harvest since 1924—and 1 the past
sooner or later thal meant death to the toriftless and still means
death to their cattle. Accordingly, e Jat is a man of fiugal
habits and pinches himself ai every tarn. On a journey he walks
shoes in hand, at nigln he spares Lis lamp; and when he goes
abroad, uniike the peasant tarther north, he wears a homespun
puggaree, and if i cous droopingly about his head, 1t is because it is
only five or six yards long mstead of the normal ten or twelve,
His diet too is of a Lenten simpiicity. Few touch meat, and uo vue
eatseggs: ' thereis no habii.” Mosl live entirely on giain, butter-
milk, and 5hi, eatig bread 1nade of wheat in the hot wealher and of
willet In the cold, Twenty years ago, like the Janghs3 they ate
millet ail the year round. Those who are not well off mix it with
gram* the staple crop of this sandy tract,5 and taken thus it is

* The difficulties encountered in starting this bank are desoribed in
Leusani, 42,

2 Thad,, g6.
3 &ee . 14,
+ A ulse (civey arietinum).

% The area under gram in the province is about 4 million acres (Agricl.
Bt {xg32-3), 6).
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appetizing and nutritions. To the thrifty it is an advantage of
millet bread that il can be caten withoul the smear of ghi needed
1o make the drier wheat bread palatable. All the ghi, into which
most of the milk is made, can then be sold. I asked the Jats who
gave me these particulars whether they had enough to eal. Their
answer had a pleasant ring of peasant cheerfulness and truth:
*'We could 10t eat less, but we keep our strength.’

We returned to Sirsa? woss-couuiry i a cload of dust blown
about us by a f[ollowing wind, and ou arrival 1 was so befloured
with it that the mere rinsing of a sponge passed over
nty face lurned the water prown. No vaiu has falien
1w over four montis, and the earth has becoiwe so brittle that one
cannut move a step without dust i1ising. Ia the evening we rode
to Suchdn and followed an old rvad 1eceutly 1aised to ihe dignity
of a Grand Trunk connecting Delli and Multan, In 1395 Tamuwlane
rassed this way on his devastating march to Delli, arid it is still
said that the large inounds outside bSirsa owe their origu tu the
shulls of {hose ins army slew. In those days the countiy miusi
have been betler watered to permit of great arnues passing through.
This would now e impossible in the oid style, for 9o per cent of
the tahsil depeuds entirely upon a rainfali which is o capicious
that a viilage may suddenly find itself in the middle of a lake or
gu for years without enough crop to lay e dust all rouud it.  The
sofl is so lighi that heavy ram will wush the seed away before it
germinales, and if it escapes this, a dust stormn may choke it.  'With
water irom 6o to over 100 feet dows,” the only wells that are wurth
sinking are 2 few mear the village tank to take ils place when it
dries ap.  As to canals, the tail of the Western jummia just 1eaches
Sirsa, bul with so frail a supply ihai oaly a friuge of country on
either side :s green.

Farming therefore st be extensive, even as it is in Europa
where rain 1s scarce and the sun hot ;3 for intensive fm mung requites
a regular supply of water and a libeial use of manure,
This 1s a cattie-breeding disivict and there is plenty of
manure, but hardly a quacter of it goes into the land
{o1 want of rmoisture to rot it into the soil ;¥ and since very little
irrigation is possible, ploughing and sowing depend aluiost wivdrely
upon the rain.  This s so fnfrequent and holdings are so large that
many ploughings tanaot be gven, and normally land is ploughed
enly twice for gram and thiice for wheat.S Al that the farmer can

T A town of 19,000 inhabitants.

< Except news the cansl and ihe Ghaggar,

* Egz in Siclly

4 Cf. p. 38,

5 G po44.

The conatry

¥ Bxtensive ’
farming
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do is te use good secid, vary the crop with the ramtall and weed il
with care, [ence hie flelds against wild anlinals and stray catrle,
and hoard moisture as he would gold. Some of these things he
does now. He treasures his seed grain and sows it with a drill,
wheat or gram as the rainfall is heavy or light, or the two together
in the hope that one may do well. But the ridges round the fields
are too small to hold up heavy rain and so Ioosely made that they
are sometimes washed away, and comparatively few plough their
land immediately after harvest to prepare it for lhe next shower.
Weeding, too, is much neglected and done only 1o the monsoon
crops ;* and though tire thorn bush is used to fence the fodder
stacks, it is seldom seen round a field. An agricuitural official who
was with me was critical because few improved implements were
used ; but it may be doubted whether there is much scope for them
in the very primitive conditions of the iract. I note these pomts,
for, broadiy speaking, they are typical of all unurigated areas
which have a rainjall of less than 20 mches.

3 Fedruary.—1T'o Bahauddin and back (10 witles)

Vesterday we saw the effect of an abzentee landlerd ; to-day
we observed the influence of a good. Bahauddin is a viilage of
. over 5,000 acres and the sole property of one of our
ﬁnl(’ﬁgfge“m most genuine co-operators, Khan Sahib Yakin-ud-din
Khan? Trrigated and nuirrigated land is about
half and half. The two areas are divided into three sections, and
in each, one seclion is cultivated for the spring harvest and another
for the auwlumn and the third les fallow the whole year. The
tenants include 200 Muslim Rajputs, 50 Hindu Aroras. and 6o
artisans and village servants. The number of Aroras is unexpected
as they are prinarily a money-lending and trading community.3
Amongst ihe artisans and servants are blacksmiths, carpenters,
shoewakers, potters, waiermen, grain-roasters (macas), and weavers.
Tenants are rarely moved and get to know iheir land intimately.
This is the first point of contrast witis the esiate we saw yesterday,
and in making better farming possible, it ieads tv the second : the
farming is more inlensive#

T Cf. Rusticus, 71, 84, 258.

+ See FPeasani, 248 . unfortunately the lhan Sahib dred the foliowing
summer.

¢ Sez ibid , 186 ; alsc of Rusticur, sio.

4 The rents are as follows -—on irrigated land, one third of the produce
(the water rate is paid by the tenant) ; on unirrigated, two-fifths plus Rs. 2
an acre. In both cases there are small additional charges, i.e. Re. 1 per
plough, and twelve seers per plough at each harvest,
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This is largely because, on the advice of the Agricultural
Department, the Khan Sahib introduced a number of improvements.
To conserve water and give even watering, irrigated
fields are plotted in small squares, and crooked field
ridges ere made straight. Cotten also is sown in
lines, and Punjab 8 A wheat has been introduced, so successfuily
that, {hanks to its richer yield and higher price (two annas a maund),
it has displaced ail its rivals.  Bul the greatest novelty 1s sugar-cane,
The Khan Sahib introduced it mto the 1ahsil (ifteen years age, and
new ferty-five of his tenants grow it , also four land-owners of the
neighbourhood, two of tnem norn-agriculturist Aggarwéls® The
case siiows the advantage ihat it is to small holders to have in their
inidst a progressive madiord who is wiliing to make experinients
which lie beyond their resoutces; and it is not vur firsé example
of this.®* Sugur-canc requires so much raitve and takes so iong
(almost & year) to mature lhat no e with only a few acres could
safely have uadertaken the nisk of an expeiimental growing. The
Khan Sahib has {followed up the experiment by presenciug the local
Better Farming Suciely with iwo iron cane-crashiers, which cost
Rs. 150 each. They were al work to-day, acd the juice they had
squeezed out of the long knotted stalks was being boiled in a vast
cauldron polsed over a furnace sunk in the floor. It lay lhere
slowiy sittienmg into the sofl golden substance that is gur. When
ready this is pur mfo a shallow wooden tray to cool and harden.
It is then, while stidl warrn, that it is most delicious ; but at every
stage [rom juice to cake its taste brings cuntentineni. And, just
as in southern Europe the vintage makes the peasant’s heart glow,
su io northern India does the cane harvest make it mellow with
its life-giving sweeiness.

With vegetables the Khan Sahib hag been less successtul.
The Rajpuis will have nothing to do with them. * Our work,” they
said, ‘is with millet and wheatl, the big big crops
(mott moit jins), not wilh caivots and radishes. That
is for walis (market-gardenersy. Nor is it for us to lift the basket
vn o our heads.’ The only tenants who grow vegetables are a
dozen families (Kachis) who come from Farukhabad in the United
Proyiness. It is a sad commentary upon ow altempts to improve
farming in this country tnat ilie tiained assistant (mugaddiem) seui
here to help the Betier Farmning Society knows unothing (as ne
admitted) abour eithe. vegetables or poultry ; yet Goth are essential
to the small holder's well-being.3 In contrasi to the north,® only

A successful
experiment

Vegetables

See p. 127, 3 See p. 87, n. 1,
See poa7L. + See p. 170,

1
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one persor, a village servant, keeps fowls, ‘It is the work of
sweepers ' was the comment of some Rajput idiot. Rajputs,
however (unlike the zemindars of Amritsar),” consider it no shame
to keep sheep and goats. Ultimately nature is sironger than
izzat and in a dry semi-pastoral country man, being unable to
live by bread alone, must supplement cereals by milk, meat, and
wool.

4 February.—Suchan to Bhattu (13 miles)
As we rode off this morning, neckiaces of Imperial sand-grouse

ihe high-placed mansions of the twelve Gosains® of Jodhka. Around
us lay a waste of sand patched with gram, and as the wind still
followed us, we rode along in a cloud of dust. The jade green of
the gram againsl ile snowy sand-hills was the landscape's one
concession (o beauty. Everything else, as happens when beauty
is absent, seemed unreal—the bushes that looked like trees, the
trees ihat iooked like bushes, and the camels, so imposing as they
passed us yet a little later mere specks on the horizon.
in such a counuy men were luse did they noi hoid togetner.
The vilage comununiy is, therefore, more alive herc than in most
o parts of the province, aud the beat sign of (his 1s the
%gzcﬁl“;gfm“s survivai of the panchayat. In most of the province,
this ancient and once vital vilage mstitution is
defunct, and Government is wisely trying to revive iv with the help
of an Act (passed in I922); but in the south-eastern Puujab it
sutvives o its indigenous foria. At Ding, where we stopped to-day,
there has been one for 100 years, ever since the villuge was founded,
The panchayat has many different forms, for uniformity is as
unnatural to the village as i1 is natural to Government, It may be
confined to a singie caste, as with the taflors of Bhera 3 or, as in
Gurgaon, it way ewbrace a dusen villages of the same uibe !
v, & in the north, it may go no hurther than inveking the belp of
' white-bearded elders” to cumpromise a disputeS In Ilissar,

among the Bégri jats, it generally deals only with cases affecting

® Enqury made by ihe Inspector, Co-operative Societies, Tarn Taran,
shows that su that tahsil few but village sesvants keep shesp o+ goats in any
number. He estimates that amongst zemindars perbaps onz per cent
{(wontly men who have soid or mertgaged their land) do this, and that about
5 per cent keep 2 goat or two ju place of cow or buflala (1931,

2 A wuh-dwvision of the Sanvdsl sect, 2 sect whose practising members
renounce the world, These Gosains are grdinary landowners,

. 35
4 Ructicus, 148, 152.
$ Ibid., %8,
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a gingle village, but among the Deswali Jats,” it somslimes lakes up
cases in which the parties live in different villages, and two villages
within earshot may combine in a single panchayat. In single
village cases, if the village is not a large one, all concerned meet in
conclave and matters ave decided in open assembly. But if it is
too large for this, the different castes or quartiers of the village
depute representalives 10 attend meetings. Ding with s 4uo
houses is an inslunce oi this. When o dispuce vecurs, each party
appoints an arbitrator (panch), and the panchayat of represeutatives
appoints a thicd to aul as president (surpanch) and give a casting
vote if required. The three hear the case and, alter considering
their decision in private, report it to the panchayat, which cidies
approves or modifies it. The disputes ate usually abou. srwail
loans, peliy encroachments, field boundaiies, the partition of joint
ilghts, and cutting dowau trees ou village commons. No {ines ate
imposed but cases are compromised and public apologies exacted.
Amongst recent cases were two aboult money. A Bania money-
lender claimed Rs. 3,000 from a Jal and was awarded ihree buffaloes,
two balocks, sowe fodder, and Rs. 400 iu cash io be paid in four
amntal instalments. (One notes the combination ot kind aud cash
so typical of village life.) In the other case both lender and bor-
rower were jats. Ks. zoo were claimed and Rs. oo aliowed.
Uccasionatly, as musl happen in all but the best villages, cases are
taken 10 coute.

Some intelligeny Jals wuo came Lo see me yesterday said that
m the Bagar every Jal village has o panchayai, though often of
the mosi informal character. Men of all castes meet togetner and
sertle matters of common interest by general assent. No arbi-
trators are appointed, but the views of elders are treaced with special
respecy, and vne of the younger of the Jats, a title-holder and the
president of a first-rate Danik, said that if he tried 16 furce his opinion
upoi oue lower in position bat much clder, he would ke forbidden
the hugqga and water. Tlus is the extreme penalty, and in a warter-
less caste-ridden coumury it is a serious ihing not lo be ailowed to
use the well of your caste-fellows ; for the ouly alvermnative is o use
the well of a lower caste, and that means lemporary loss of caste.
The jats related how two of their teibe had been punished in this
way, one for marrymng a Brahmin widow and the other for marrying
his auct, and it was three years before the laiier was reiustaied.
Generally a man is 1einstated on pleading goilty and paying some
wiaot peualiy, Ii the president’s viliage, where there is no wel,
a common pendlty is digging 30 mwany wanads of earth—it may be
100 OI ¢Ven 500—iiom the {ank kept for drinking water ; or a man

1 See p. 137, L3.
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may have to pay a small fine 10 the gowshala or temple. The worst
penalties are inflicted for breaches of caste, of which two exaraples
have just been given. This is characteristic ot vuiage Hinduism.
Tifteen years ago, when I was stationed at Sirsa, I remember
asking a Jat zaildar whether the Jats who had joined the Arya
Sama4j* were the better or the worse for the change. *They are
not good men,” he replied.  How not good ? * 1 asked, expecting
to hear of some moral defect. ‘ They do not observe ihe iuneral
{feast on the thirteenth day afier deach.’

It was iu a large village of Deswali jats that we found the most
systematic panchayat, and, as m the first village, it haa been in
existence over Too years. The village has 250 houses and is divided
inrto six quarters (fhole). Eacnh quartm elects a representative,
who serves on the panchayat technically during the good pleastire
of the electors, bui usually for life. ‘If any bad thing were done
he would be changed.” As five yuatiers are mhabited mamly by
Jats aud one by Bialunuis. the panchayat consists of five Jats and
one Brahmun., The humbler castes—there are fifty Dnanaks
(sweepers) and twelve Chamédrs——are unrepresentec. That is
a fault,’ I said censoriously. The zaildar shook his head empharti-
cally : ‘ They have nov dhe intelligence to do the work,’ The six
wembers of the pauchayat select one of themselves {oactaspresident
(sarpanch), and they lud chosen the zaildar, a man who bears the
stamp of authority in his energetic clean-cut face. Cases are neard
in the presence of al who care o atiend, and alier Lrue demouatic
fashion everyone may give his opinjon, bue it is the opinion of the
six that prevails. Hewe lu rinialue is the ideal foimy of governnicut,
demociacy al the base and aristucracy 4t tie liead. As in most
other villages, no lues are wnposed and in extreme cases Augga and
water ate banned. A few years ago a Chamdr was banisiied irom
the village for breaking into someone's Douse and siealiug a cawel
or a buliock., Afler 'six—five days’ he paid the compensation
assessed and was allowed to return to the village, Last year four
wiore Chamérs were summoned 1o appeal betore the panchayat for
encroaching with their dwellings on the village lands, In India
encroachment of this kund is always a thomy maiter o deul with
whether in town or village. Actordingly, cepiesenatives of hree
neighvuwing villages widy which the village has old ties weie called
W Lo asmst in setiling Jhe case. This is always done when the
puLiies wish it or the matier is of Importancs. and it is an admirabie
way of strengthening the panchayar.

P A sertion of Hinduws (mportani in northern India) who bave iried
to reform Hinduistn by retormng to the awthonty of the vedas,
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If & party refuses to accept the pauchayat’s decision and goes
to court, the panchayat assists the other side; bul no one has been
to court for at least two years. On the last occasion ihe parties
rushed there before the panchayat had time to interveme, but in
the end it was amicably scttled. It was complained that in the
past the courts hampered the work of the panchayat and even
objected to what it did, bui the Panchayar At of 1922 has put
new heart into thein. ‘ Du people always tell the wath before the
panchayat ? © T usked. ‘ Always,’ said the zaiidar with immense
emphdsis.

* And do they in kachhery ? 1

 No, there falsehood 1s spoken.’'

“ And wnen you go to Rachiiery, du you speak falsehvod too 7’

"When I am an assessor,” uever,” he cxclaimed proudly,
turowing back a solemn face.

* But what if you have to give evidence ?’

0, then,” and the wrinkled face broke into a beaming smile,
‘I make the lower ihe higher (niche upar harlen)’ There was
generai laughter at tids, biukeu by a Brahmin saying in edriest
tones: " Iathe panchayal there is justice, but m the court there 13
aone '—a sentiment whicl won general assent.

* But why do men fear tc speak falsehood in the panchayat
and not in court ¢ R

‘In court it is an afiair of parties, buc in the panchayat two
Huey are dvawn on the geound, one for the Ganjes and the other for
the Jamma, and no one daic speak falsshood in the presence of
the holy water.’

All T ask agree that the truth is as surely tuld belfore the
panchayat as the contrary in kachhery. ‘How could a man
venture to iell a lic befoie his brotherhiood ? ' said une of yesterduy's
Jats . and another added: ‘1t is a Hindu belief that where five
sit together God himself is present and no one would dare to lie in
Ilis presence.’3 The wholesale perjury thal goes on in our courts
is *the worst feature of British rule’, said a higidy educated zenmindar
with me, aud it is the swongest possible reason for encouragiig
ilie panchayal. Another reason, ouly less sirong, is that a panchayat
is niot bound by uvwm iules of evidence, which, as Macaulay noted,
' exclude much wilormation which would be quite sufficieni {o
determine the conduct of any reasonable mau, i lhe most iimporiant
transacuions of privale life 4

! The district courls.

2 Asscssors sit with Sessions Judges in serlous cascs.

2 Cf, " Whers Lwo or three are gathered together in my rame, thes am 1
in the midst of them ’ (Matihew xviii, 20).

4 Essay on Warven Haslings, 635.
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Sumething is being doue by Government Lo enconrage pancha-
yats by crgamizing them under the Act of rgzz. In this district
there are thirty-one, of which ten are said to be good
and five or six useless. Every three years there is an
election, and one  panch’ is clected for every thousand inhabitants,
subject to a minimum of three and a maximum of seven. As no
one can be elected who does not pay at least five tupees a year in
iand revenue, only one Bania, and not a single village servant, is
z panch. In the village the zemindar has things as much his own
way as the Bania has 1 the markel.* The one is the complement
of {ue otuet, and both are out of keeping with the times. It is an
advaniage of e arbitration society, which is an attempt to revive
{hie panchayat on co-operative liues, thay it is based on the principie
that all important mierests, high and low, should be represented
ot its committee or panel ol arbitrators. And usuaily it is not
difficult to secure this, for on a point of manifest equity the zetnindar
15 vely open iv persuasion. Anotner advantage of the arbitralion
soclety is that there ueed be no limit of value in civil cases, and
disputes iuvolving large sums ae vceasionaily seitled3  Under the
Panchayat Act no duspute volving more than Re. 50 may be taken
up: criminal jurisdiction is also narrowly restricted to cases of
petty theft, assauit, mischief, cattle, trespass, etc. In spite of this,
650 (ivil and 150 criminal cases were decided m this district last
year, Imprisonment caunol be huiicted, and {except in special
cases) no fine exceeding Rs. 25, Actually very lew fines are im-
posed ; for, like many in authority in this country, the panches are
singularly afraid of punishing fo1 fear of making enemies, atd fur
thie 1nost part they confine themselves, a litile lamely, to apologies
and promises uot tG onend againd  Ihis iy one reason why in lhe
sphere of sanitation, in regad to wiuch they have also been given
powers, they have achieved very little.

The Panchayat Act is Lhe best bili that the Punjau Councii
hs passed since the war, for its main object is to improve village
conditions ou indigenous lines, The fullest possible use should
thecefoie be made of i, but ny enquiries on this tour and the last
uggest emphatically that this is not belug dome. In the Tamn
Taran tahsil there are few that are vigorous and many that are
paralysed or perverted by faction. Iu the Moga tahsil, wiere
there are thirty-six, they were charged with fomenting faction by
thelr partiality aud by aot hearing cases in open assembly. In

t Now forty-five (1934).

» See P 127

3 Arbitration sooietiss wore duseribed on my last xour, see Rwsticws,

153,506, In 1g33 therd were aighty-four socisties with about 12,000 members,
+ Gl dbid., 234. .

New panchayats
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FHissar, presumably because the panchayat tradition has survived,
cases are heard m the presence of all who attend. This is a whole-
some praclice, which should be generally adopted. It is even more
important that every district should have a trained officer, who is
himself a villager, to foster and supervise the growth of panchayats.
Co-operative societies could never have multiplied in their thousands
withount the assistance of a large carefully chosen and highly (rained
staff, and il is absurd to suppose that panchayats, which are akin
to them, cau possibly ihrive without 1.  Hissar has an oificer, and
its panchayais are consequenndy doing moderately well i+ but
Jhelum and Shaipur are withoat vne, aud the resuit is, Jhelum has
only one panchayat and Shahpur uwone ai all.  Yel nexu door, in
Gujrat, winen has an officer, there are over fitly with sume ol e
best i the province. As to the ten districts visited un my last
our, there are few where any systematic effort has been made
o cevelop them.* If it is desired 1o encowage real democracy in
India, it 15 surely not 100 nucl 1o ask that o little money—itor
the Funjab a lakh a year would be ampie—shonid be speut upon
encowaging the one type that is native to the couniry.3
How ignorani and indiflerent the peasant is in regaid to other
types we Liave seen again aud again on this tour, and in view oi
mnpendmg political changes, even at tne risk of
&stgsaﬁtmd tedious repetition, I propose to coatinue faithfuily
recording what he says about the new machiney
of Govaunment. T asked the usual questions at Ding and 1n another
Hindu Jai village, Alhoagl 106 were present in the latter aad
fifteen of them were liverate, @o one could tell us anything about
the Ministers, I doubl if anyone had even heard of their existence.
Thres had votes for the District Board, but ali they could remenmber
about the last eiectjon was that one of them had voted for & politician
whu was named. Two weie also entitled to vote for the provincial
Council, but they had not the least idea whal the Council was, not
nad anyone else. And yel the village was within tleee miles of

ot oo

I Now there s vo Panchayat Qfficer, and harlly vie paschayatl appears
to be worldng satisfactorily (1934).

= (1, id., 135.

3 Acteally what wes dons in 13531-2 was < redace the exisung {ourieen
Panchayat Officers 'owizng to the financial stringsvcy’ How far the
1,018 panchayats formed under the Act, which existed in the Punjab in
March 1932, have suflered from chis i am unable to say, as the repors for
1932-3 is not yet available. But my experience since 1931 (in the northern
Punjab) confiims e in the view expressed above, In my opinion the best
conrse now, if ike movement is io be both strengthened and developed, is to
give each duutrict a Panchayat Officer and to place him, and all panchayats,
For the purpose of supervision and development, under the conircl of the
Reoglvtrar, Co-operative Socteties, and Ins stuff, wbn are experts in every
lorzn. of villags entecprise demanding co-operative sffort (Apnil 1934).
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a markei slatior. Al Ding, which is itsell a market station, the
dartkness was almost as great. Ot the twently-three present (tour
were literate) two or three knew the official hierarchy, but only cne
that there were Ministers, and he had not the least idea who or how
many they were, nor what they did. ' The patwari,” said one, ‘is
too much for us: how can we know about bigger men ? ° Which
recalls a saying of these parts—‘ The Creator above, the patwari
below ’* implying that there is nothing of moment in between.
Of the Round Table Conference all thal was said was: " We hear
that a date has been nxed, but for what purpose we do not know.’
And another, evidently remenbering the lelephoue at the railway
siution close by, added : ‘ England is very far, and who sends us
a telephone message from thiere?’ Two of those present had
voies, bul for what body they had no idea. They thought it was
for the district board. but they were not sure. 1 asked whether
they had heard of the Legslative Council.  We have heard the
name, notlung else. Butl uow owr sous are “reading 7, aud they
will teil us.”  This was an allagion wo the Lower Middle school, which
was at work within earshot. ‘this was, ol course, tor boys, The
girls have no school, butl the people said there would be no harm m
their 1eading with the boys up to the age of eleven. * But there
is nno custom, so it is not done.’

Whenever I enter a new lracy I examine a lwuse or two to see
how the people Live, To-day we stapped at a Bagud Jat village for
. the purpose. Although it belonged o a man who
fﬂ"lz’;ff 1;"5& owned over T00 acres, it was bare of all possessions
) save a few necessaries.3 Bul everything was clean:
the living rooms were swept wwice a day, and, as we have found more
than guce before,* the catile byre, widdh Iurmed part of ilie house,
was sprinkled with sand. 5o far as the Punjab is concerned, it is
a complete faliacy 1o suppose, as siated wm a buok which I was
reading to-day, and as believed by many who live m this country,’
that most peasants live ‘o filth and squalor . The vilage ianes
and swioundings are oiten dirty enough, bul in a large putt of the
proviace the hiouses are kept sciupuloasly clean, and thougl I have
litlle expenience of other pats of India, I have al least found the

* The village accountant, see p. g, 1, I.
3 Upar Kurtay, miche patwdy,

3 Cf. Rusticus, 130,

4 pp. 10, 44. )

_ % In a recent official report (Punzab Calowies, 1932), it is mentioned of a
higt cfucial of Government that ' be was astonished at the high standard
of cleanliness mainfained in the interior of the houses inhabited by the
:Inanggxs.’ There ate several raferences to thelr remarkable cleanliness in

ustious (zac, 225, 249).  Cf. also Peasaml, 129, and 229 infra,
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game in the Malwa tract of Ceniral Tudia. The chief defect of
Punjab housing, and one exemplified by this house. is the almost
complete lack of ventilation in the sleeping rooms. As we have
seen, this is largely due to a feeling of insecurity, and the best cure
for it is an efficient police.* Ir this case, ke o gacd watchdog,
the master of the house himself sleeps at the gate, but his family
sleep iu a toom: which, apart from: the door, has neither veniiation
nor Lght. The feeling of lnsecunty 1s very 1eal, aud to guad
camel, pullock, and buffalo against thieves there are only two
entrances to thz village, the outer walls of which are ienced with
a ten foot hedge of diy thorn bush. How much better would it be
1 peope felt s0 secwme that instead of fending theh villages they
feuced thewr felds !

Even as the plalwa Jat ioves the round arch,®* so does the
Hissar Jat love the flai, and every house here has a square gateway
hign enougn to er a loaded camel pass in and our. The gateways
are supported oa each side by a buttiess, which adds streagth and
Gignity to dielr appearance ; and also comifor(, for i the nner
angle of each is a pedestal seat to enable two men, one on either
side ol the gateway, 1o »it and converse iogether at their ease. If
the byres (neora) are within, the galeway 1s closed by wooden gaies
strengrhened with nail-siudded strips of ton.  The gates are Josed
at dusx, und thuse who woudd pass in and out at night must sc1amble
through a small wickel gate two feel square, set in one oi the
larger gates.

Siung across the lane was the familiar sign of cattle disease,
a rope and a potshierd mscribed with a charm, s peasant eyes iar
moce putent thau iaucuiation, wiiich, however, has never been tried.
The leadiman sald that in the last itaee yoais of droaght they had
iust 500 out uf their 2,000 cattle, and in reply to a question he added
that alt were now reduced to buying their food grain. A little later
meetmg a Subedar of tne wilage, T said. Subedar Sahib, how
many cactle nave gied hetein thelast iluee years 77 Two hundred,
Sahib." * And are many now buying grain for foud 2 © * No, Sakub,
very few.” Tle wise enquirer in this country will accept nothing he
hears trom one pesson until it 1s confirmed by anozher.

Our route proved so interestmg that we did not reach Bhata
till nearly two, and I was su isady fo breakiast ibat even the
uitpleasantiess of the approach did not take away appetite.  We
had to pass a large caclosure {feuced wilh thorn bush and piled high
with the boues and skeletons of dead catlie, on the top of which
a number of yeliow-beaked kites were pecking voraciousty. The
bones were awzaiting dispatch to Europe, where they will be tusned

Etopp. 9, 72, + See p. 113, 3 Cf. pp. 3, 100,

108
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into bone mecal. The waler, too, is not pleasant—the colour of
lemonade and shghtly brackish. Tius is no districl for the epicure.

In the evening I repeated the experiment made at Kol Isa
Khan® and had a talk, coram populo, with some of the money-
- . lenders of Bbattu Twenty or more live there,
e cﬁ?_fgﬁ‘m mostly Aggarwil Banias with a sprinkling of Aroras,

and aiso ' five four® Jais. Nearly every Béagri Ja
village has one or two fat money-ienders, We {oregathered at che
open meeling place (chowk) of the village, and some of the members
of the local bank were also present. I broke the ice by saying that
I was the laigest mouey-lender in ine Punjab (the co-operative
sociatize fo. which I ami 1esponsible have £6 mithons on loan) and
that 1 was auxious to compare notes, since these were difficuit
times for those who lent moncy. * Very difficoly,” they agreed.
* What aie you doing about fresh advances 7 [ asked.
‘We recover nothing ; how then can we advance ¢’

" But soine of you have money ?

" Yes, and i we don't advance something to our clients, they
wiil siop dealing with us, and we shall 1ecover notiuug of what they
owe us.’

And what are your rates ¢’

- The general rale is paisg yupyq (18] per cent), but from. some
we charge only 12 per cent. en money 15 plentiful, as it was
before the dioughi—there has been no good narvest since 1g80%—
our lowest rate for cemindars is 1z aunds (9 pet cenry. But we only
charge that when we are certain that we shall get back our money
on askmg for it.

‘Do vou bear that, O zemiedars 77 exclagued the moraliot.
You think that it iy tiwough the oppression cf the sakukar that
you have to pay bigh rates, Lut il is because you do not repay at
the right time.” In ihe past it has uwot beeu sufficiently brought
home to the peasant that tus finanuidl boubles are as much due o
his siovenly thriftless ways as fo the greed of the money-lender.

The thrifty and the hayd working are as solvent in [ndia as anywhere
else,

The nlgney'-lendg‘g;ﬂhawwﬁalfﬁ.num@%g;,,u,c,gqb“ut:{gxga%ﬁat present
to lend without the scomadly of jewellety.d I asked e “Gldest of
theri whether any change had GCCETEd in inoney-lendinyg in the
last iitty years. * Qur expenses have wicieased, and iheirs have
increased 1 we spend wore than we did on marriages and houses,
and all want to be *‘ genfelman ”, 8o it is more difficult to repay

£

o oreo H.
% 1923~4 according to the Christiat wiz.
3 Lf, p. to1,
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what is borrowed. In the old days men did everything with their
own hands, but now that is stopped and even spinning is less.’

“Then why do you not obey Mahatma Gandhi and spin with
your own hands ?’

‘It is written in the Skasfras® that women shall spin and men
cultivate.’

“Is Manatma Gandln wrong, then ?

* O wisdom (cqu) canaot 1each as high as hs.’

‘Is there any omel mlfelence belween now and thirty years
dg() P

‘There is much difference m tiust. At oue timie not even
_a thumbmark was taken. The pen was put into the borrower’s
hand for Tim Lo mifie Ts mark ; ; tnat was enough: he had agreed,
and no other sign was weeded. Then came the thumbmark ;
then the boud.  Now lhe bank asks for 1epayment every six months ;
but m the old days accounts might go on for ten years."”

‘Yes,” said the president of the local bank, ‘and at the end
thers was so mmuch to pay that it could not be paid, and debt con-
tinued for ever. 1t I goud for us that we must pay every six
months. So the debt remais small’  Tue money-lender countered
with the fanuliar 3charge :—

‘ Nowadays if a zemindar owes a large summn. he brings us a cow
for which we can't get Rs. 100. We recover only eight amnas of
wuat we lend, we are lending as little as possible, and in three
years we shall have stupped allogether.’

* Much better, tou,” 1 said; ‘then you can pul your money
mto the bank and get 6 or 7 per cent regularly and without trouble—
no running here and there afler your ciients or filing swits agamsc
vhem in the courts.’

‘ We do not gu tw coutt : in two years cnly one person in the
village has gone 1o kachhery . Gispules are settled by compromise
(rdzibaz). We are ready to do the zemindars’ work, and they aie
ready 10 do ows.” With this expression of good will the meeting
oroke up, all of us, I think, a 11Ltle the wiser.

It is always difficult to gauge the rights and

?ﬁof}fz-lﬂﬁfaﬂg wrongs of the eternai condlict between crediror and
;izier-ﬁsga;lj;h debtor. Much depends on the relaion betwsen the
two, and this varies from village o village. Thess

are many money-lenders who pride themselves on never having
wihedl, & clieqy, Lo, coart? and there are, ozherga who haunt the courts
e kites, Taking the Qietiict as a whole, I way be said that
relations are neither good nor bad, The village cominunily suill

* Hindu seriptures. 2 Rusticus, 142
3 Cf. p. 101 and ibid., 74. +Cl. p 54
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retains much of ils oid cohesion and, as we have seen,’ this s
a protection agamst those who would exploit its members. There
1 plenty of cheating, and an official who has made a careful study
of money-lending in the south-east tells me that he rarely sees an
account book which does not includs a few thumb-marked accounts
with the amount due left blank. Some of these are certamly cases
of mutual {rust, put in many a.cw;mmge is taken of the de:Dtor )
15310rdnce or laziness.* Since, “'toG, "dealings are Idrguy in gram
“and THE fiidney-lender is usually a grani-dealer, it is easy fo1 him
to manipulate Loth sides of an accounr by over- or under-valuing
produge as suits him best, On the other hand, co-operators I meet
admit that the Jat is also no angel ; and one teils me that only two
months ago four Banias of s village were set upon as they were
returning from the Tncome-tax Officer and one was so badly
damaged thal he nearly died. Another who is over 7o, agreeing
with the money-lenders of Bhatlu and with most people of his owx
age,d suld thal trust had deteriorated on both sides. He ascribed
thus to the lack of religious teaching wn the wvillage. In his young
days Brahmins used to teach cluldven ac 1he village patshdlast
and to recite uie Ramayan © to chowusands '

Lhoagu dealings are largely in. gram, d.LCOUlngwd.Lﬁ Teedly
always kepl on & Lﬂ.bh basis. The official just nig: aticned says Lhat
in the Tast six years he has come across accounting
in grain only m Gurgaon (one or the three most
undeveloped districts in the province) and nere and hete in Rolilak,
aud wal i it survives at all in Hissar, it can only be amongst small
money-ievders in the remoter vﬁl&gw.{’ All agree that the condilion
uf the Tﬂt)ub_'y-lendcl. at present is a wreu,heu one. An expe*lenccﬁ
TJat thinks that he is even wotse off than {he peasant and says that
three out of four have lent all they have and can get nothmng back :
they realize tnat swits are useless, and vthal their only comise Is w
wadit for Leiter thoes, which (says the official) will cone with e
first bumper harvest. Meanwhile, they are lending out roughly
what corues in, but only Lo 1etain their clients, and for the rest they
ore employing all thew art and wit to induce the peasant to renew
accounts m danger of being barred by time.”

Accornting

As i LASE @lbl:WhULt:, acLoluts ale y#enew%;vewely
two of thres yea.ts,E a.nd i (s way aq T acoutdtit Ty “be kepr alive
i AT Trrmesmusghyitt 7 B n e T WODIIE 0 e 0y SRR 0 g 0 T
f P 5. # Cf. Rusticus, 230 3 Ct ibid., 149.

+ Pafshdla is a place (shala) for givng a lusson (pée,.

5 CEobid,, 1o, 43, &7, 120

5 An Income-tax I agpector tells me that he bas come scross It in the
remotel parts of the Ambaia. distoct (2631).  Cf. Peasant, 1go.

« Ch pp. 34, 201, 3 Bee p. 101
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for thirtly years. ‘To deteal a possible apphcation of the Usurious
Loans Att} renewals arc generally shown as fresh loans, and not
till cash books are in common use will it be possible to detect this,
~Afpresent a renewal is shown by the entry of a fresh loan a few days
after the last balance was struck and apparently settled. This
would be impossible if a cash book were kept, for it is of its very
essence that transactions are recorded i it day by day, as they
occur, and dated accordingly, Nor is deliberate ialsification
probable on any scae, sitive the Bania looks upou his accuunt books
as sacied, WOmuip_plug them al Diwali* and takwg off his shues
when he appiroaches the pld.C(': whete they are made up.
In india economics, indeed the whole of life, is siceped in

religion, and 1t even affecls debt. ‘This was foraibly brought home
to me ihe other day at a village in Amutsar Dy a
discussion about aucesiral debl. Al p;cbem, Hiudu,
Musian, and Sikh, were unanimous that I'Ebl)()l'l&l{)luf.y for a father’s
debla must Qc ;),awpu,eu 10 save him from ‘ irouble ', or, as blunter
tongues put it, ‘from hell’. The oniy exceptlon allowed was
4 debt incurred for some obvmusly bad purpose. Amongst those
present was the Plebldeut of a bank who had watricalated, and eveu
he declared thai 1epudiation would be ureligious. and my fiead X,
a Lighly educated Sikh Sardai,} says thal thus feeling is geoeral.
The feehng 15 doubtless fortified by the desire to retain possession
of the ancestral property at all costs and by the fear {hat non-pay-
ment may lead to a suit against (e iand ,# but the real sanciion
behiud it is ieligion. To quuie X! ‘Repayment of debt is a
veligious anty for Sdach, Hindu, aod Muslun. Everyone must
square ap accounts with hes creditors before laying down his life,
because a soul burdened with debt does not find rest in the next
world. The last words of a dying man always conlain meniion
abuut creditols and liabilities, and a request that dues may be
seltled.” Sociatves’ last words come back to nuad: *Cmio, T vwe
a cuck (o Aesculapios . do not forget topayit.” Xadds: * Wiiing-
ness to repay is one of the most important requisites of a sound
gystem o1 credif, and religion sought to establish this by making it
memmbent on every mau to repay his Jdept before death.” Ilow
intich easier the economic development of India would be o this
sumiple rule were observed aud debt kept within a figure that could
be repaid either before death or immediately afterwards.

Ancestral debt

% Fuor this Act see Peésani, 214-15,

# an putpmn festrvsl i bononr of Lakshind, the goddes: of wealin,

3 See Rusticws, 34.

4 Ancestral lang is onlv Hable for the payment of debts if they are
charged upon t (Pegsant, 183).



CHAPTER IX
HISSAR—(continued)®
HoARDING—CATTLE-BREEDING-—INTENSIVE FARMING

5 February.—Bhattu to Adampur via Sadalpur (13 miles)

THE cold north-west wind was behind us again when we set out and
1 fear those who followed me along the narrow track ‘ate’ much
dust. The country was the same as yesterday, but towards the
end of the march there were signs of better cultivation—well weeded
fields of gram and much hedging with the invaluable thorn-bush,
invaluable for sustenance as well as protection, for it makes both
buftalo and cow grve more milk. The large number of new fodder
stacks showed that the last harvest had been a good one, and ail
were built with care and ringed with ten foot hiedges of thorn tu

piotect when for the four or five years that the fodder may be
required. Lo last.
We went a litlie vut of our sandy way 1o see Saddlput, a large
village with a bank in eacl: of its six quarters (paiff). The most
... inleresting thing about the village was not its banks
The Bishaols 1,1 ity rerigion. It is inhabited by a strauge Hindu
sect called Bislmoi, and as their Brahmin priest was present, we
heaid ail about them. Any Hindu may become a Bishnoei, and in
Sadalpur Brahmin, Jai, Banja, and Chamdr are ail tepresented ,
but once a Bishnoi, the original casie ceases to be of imporiatice.
They bave twenty-nine articles of faith and praciice, the most
important of which are these. Every ‘eater of grain’, that is
everyone over ilve, must bathe in the moring before tasting food.
Ceremonial puwily, important Juongucut Himdo India, is doubly
important to the Bishinol, aud the saying gues . if « Bislmot's food
is on the first of a string of twenly camels and the twentieill is
fouched by a non-Bisnnoi, it must be thiown away, Drinking
water must be strained through a cioth in order that no life may be
coisained. No spinning o ploughing may be done on the first
and fiftgentk of the month. Tobacey, bhang, opium, and meat arg
prohibived, and clothing of ludigo biue may not be worn,  This last
taboo no one could explamn, and it scaicely needs explanation ju au
age when gvery new political faith insists that its followers should

* Redofall (Hisxar and Hagsl) 16 inches,



THE BISHNOIS I5T

wear a shirt of some special colour and all but one ban the wearing
of red Adultery, thieving, and backbiting are specifically for-
bidden ; also the felling of green trees, a wise commandment in a
half-desert country Goats too may not be sold, doubtless because
with their rich milk and frugal diet they ore the poor man’s friend,
It is an act of merit to buy one that is about to be slaughiered, and
anyone doimg this should turn it loose with o cing in its ear as 4 sigu
that iv has been redeemed. A Chanér said that at differern times
hie had released four he-goats born i his house—jusi as bulls are
set free by prous Hinaus. Cows may be sold to Hindus but not to
Muslims, wio might slauginer them. Buffaloes are less regarded
and tay e sold wo either.  Amongst oudinary Hindus the celygious
objection 10 tiwe castration ol Lullucks has been overcowme, but the
DBishnoi is adamant and never allows il.  Fmally, all chldien tuust
be baptized on the day before {ull moon. The tounder of the sect
was a sadhu called Jharnba, who lived 1n Bikaner about a.p. 1450
and is now wowshipped as an incaruation ol Vishni, Twice a year
tuere is a pilgrimage to his village (Mukany), and though it is 130
wiles away, 200 vy niore go from Sadalpu, laking five days if ihey
go on camel back and only a week on foot.

The cleaniiness of the Bishnoi is proverbial, ana Sadalpur was
a good exampie of n. The houses are cleaned twice a day, and
their walls are sineared onice 2 wouih widh moiscened eaitn acd
re-plastered twice a year.! Il latver is done when the tanks dry
up and theli soft clay beds can be dug: wherem tlere is double
advantage—the houses are strengthened and the tanks deepened.
Bui the cleanhmess of the bishnol goss farther than their houses,
vther wise il would not be parviculaly noliceabils, for, as [ observed
yesierday, Funjab houses are often kept serupulously clean® In
Saddipu the village lanes are as clean as the houses. This1s anuch
1arer sight and due to the employment of two famiies of sweepers
in revmn tor daily bread and a present of grain at harvest. Tlus s
not au anconuon practice,? and if catde are staiied iu the village,
it i» the uniy suce way of securiag Jean lanes, aud it is sure, becanse
it rests on gensral cousent. The alternative, sanitation by com-
pualsica, resiing upon external authonty, 1s likely to be resented if
the auihority is strong and defied if it 1s weak. This 15 a further
argument for the extension of panchayae, fur they offer much the
best ety of miiodacing sanitativn by wonsent,

These Bishuois are guod farmers, aud thuugh no oie has aivy
kind of yew 1uplement or has even seen an iron plougl, they have

X Cf. Rusiieus, 163,

2P r4q.
3 See fushicus, 61, g9, 148.
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oblained cotton seed from the Agricuitural Department, and many
plough their land after harvest to prepareit for the
nexl fall of rain.® Their weak point is their moral
reputation. In spite of their twentiy-nine articles, they are said to
play fast and loose wilh marriage ties and to be  overbearing and
quarrelsome ’,* When I suggested that the six banks might be
amalgamated into four, 1 received tne pithy reply: * Eyes do not
meet, Nevertheless a remarxable joint financia: lransaction has
recently been carried thiough—the purchase by the tenants of a
quarwe: of the village fiom the weil-known 3kinner family,3 who are
large landowners 1n the district. There were 487 puichasers, and
the puichase was carnea out py a pancoayat oi five men acuing on
their behalf, of whom only one the zaildar, was an agriculturist.
The others consisted of tnree Banias and a goldsmith, all no doubt
becter fitied for busmess of vhis kind than the average zemundar.
The prce fixed was Rs. 0z per acie, and it wds no light task to
collect the large amount involved (1} lakhs) from s¢ many persons,
who wete mostly small holders. In due course the money was
taken by the panchayat to Hissar, where it was paid over in the
presence of most of the 487 purchasers. Tae case of Ding is sumilar .
ihere the whoie village was purchased by toe {enants for Rs. 1,15,000
al the 1ate of Rs. ruz per acre.  The tenants we ruel there said that
they had provided most of the amount from theit vwn resouices
which suggests that they weie lhriity as well as prosperous ; bul
not perhaps very provident, for they admitted having boirowed o
substantial sum at 18% per cent; a ruinous rate, because in the
Foujab laud, even wien wultivated by the owner, does not normally
yield more than § w 10 per cent.

I tjec to discover how the puchase money had been raised av
Sadalpar, but it was a Hinda atmosphere aud my guestious wese
met with a natural reticence. Une or two mteresting
points, however, were elicited. Amongst the pur-
Jhasers wele sighteens wedvers who put up Rs. 3,000 trom their own
1esources. A Jat admiiied having dug up the Rs. 900 he had to
pay, and another satd that his uncle had dug up Rs. 5,000, and Le
added that for at least three generatious his family had been in the
habit of burymg part of their weaith against emergenuies. This
excited my interest, for I nave long been trying to ascertain how far
hoarding was practised and I have not often come upon specific

Land purchasc

Boarding

T CLop. 136,

& Lhwssar Gaeetleer, 1915, 81.

3 Descended 1wom Skinoer of Skinner’s Horse,
+ 7', Bhg, Engy. Rpt, 45.
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exampies of it. The result of my enquiries may conveniently be
given here.

First of all about Hissar. All T ask agree that hoarding is
still common among zemindars, though much less so than it used
to be—s50 per cent less than filty years ago, said a wise old Rajput.
Amongst Banias, the old custom was to divide the family capital
uto four patts and iuvest three in land, money-lending, and
jewellery, respectively, and bury the fourth as a reserve. Though
this is 1o longer done, most of Lhe richer men have laige sums buaried,
and an official tells me that recently when he asked one of them Liow
he was going 1o find a sum of z} lakhs required for a purchase of
land, he received the reply : ‘ the amount is in my house.”

As {0 the other dislticts we have been (hrough, when we were
in the jhelum riverain I gave an Inspecioi a len fupee uole to
change. {le took 1t 1o a zemind~1 acqjuaitsitance, who gave him such
dirty rupees that he enquired how he had cowmne by them. They
proved to have been dug up. Bul i that part of the province
hoarding as @ praciice i5 confined vo the Bhatti Rajputs of the
Chenab aad the semi-townad Janglis,” who like tie people of Hissar
are hardly louched by the currents of modern life. At Sukheke®
I was told of a Jangli landlord who is credited with four lakhs
(£30,000) of buried wealth, and of another who was on the point
of unearthing two lakhs to deposit the amount with a Banking
Union when the People’s Bank failed, afver whicli not a rupee could
be got from him. ‘He has pouad,” commented the zaildar in an
aimost 1everentiai voice. Since then the People’s Bank has been
re-started and failed again; and the much bigger Alliance Bank
has also failed. No wonder that (he zemindar has his fears.
Fortuwlately the co-operative banking systern inspires increasing
confidence, and now two janglis hiave each deposited Rs. 40,000 or
50 with the Banking Unmion at Nankana.?

Asto the rest of the province, last year, when I was a member
of the Punjab Banking Enquiry Committee, I madz special enquiries
on the subject flom experienced Income-tax and Co-operative
officials, 1uen more in touch with economic condilions in town and
village than any other set of officials in the piovince, It was the
opinion of nearly all that since the war hoarding had become
uncomrmon, and that, except in a jew undeveioped areas, it was
only amongst women, village servants, and the more nomadic

PP g

7 p. Iz

syp.y

4 The distrcts of Ambala, Hissar and Mu.affargash. and the tabsils
of Thanesar and Gohana.
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tribes that it persisted as at all a generai practice.® One point must,
however, be noted. Hoarding is a natural consequence of insecurity,
and for the thriity it is immaterial whether the insecurity is political
or economic. With the establishment of a strong settled govern-
ment and the spread of the canal, both forms of insecurity have
greatly diminished. But recently this double process has received
a check, 1 the field of economics trom the slump, and of politics
from civil disobedience. The slump has playeac havoc witn stocks
and shares and has made the tihrifty chary of invesument. As to
civil disobedience, in India confidence is so delicate a plant that last
summer's unrest was suificient to set even educated people hoarding
again, and an Indian friend in {ouch with the commercial world
tells me that a number of officials commissionad him to buy
sovereigns for tnem against a possible breakdown. Poiticians
shoula take carerul note of this, fer the marterial wvevelopment ot
India wiil be impossible {on non-communist lines) without invest-
ment on a large scale.

So much for hoarding in cash. A much commoner form is the
accumulation of jewellery. The enquiries made last summer
suggest that, betore the slump, of the four or five
crores of treasure annually imported into the Yunjab
at least three and a hall were norweily spent upon jewellery.
Tortunately there is ¢very reason to believe that this expenditure
is dewieasing. Ou 1uy last tour I came upon indications of this,
especially m villages where education had penetialed, and all I Liave
heard an this tour points in the same direction.3 These impressions
are confirmed Ly 1he more elaborate enquiry made last summer at
ihe iastance of the Bankiug Enquiry Commitice.t Ii may therefore
be safely stated that hoardidg of both kinds is less cormnoen than it
was before the war. This is mainiy due to at increase of confidence
ard of facilities for invesiment ; and in the case of jeweliery, ii is
further due 1o the spread of education, the rise in the standard of
biviug with its greates dewnand {or money, and recently, and most
potentiy, to the sluap.

At Adampw we found a colony of tents awaiiiug us pleasautly
disposed in the open counlry belween the village and ius pipal-

. shaded tank, Tents are littie used these days, and
;gg‘;ﬁg “® 2% the zaildar says they have not been pitched here for

au ‘officer’ since My, L--— came here as Deputy

Jewsllery

* Ph Bhg Engy. Bpi. 144, 175

=z Ibid , 148 2. .

¥ Rusticus, 343 and supra, 4, 71, 113, Cf. too Peasgnt {3rd edition), sq.
4 Op. elt,, 1350,

8 Fious religiosa.
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Commissioner, That was about 1920. He also mentioned that
the last Sahib 1o ride this way was Mr. C. H. T——, who was
Deputy Comimissioner in 1911-12 At Bhattu this morning the
zaildar said that no Sahib had ridden {hrough since Mr. C. M. K ,
who was Settlement Officer in rgox-3. I do not vouch for the
accuracy of these statements, but 1t is notorious and deplorable that
1ousing un a horse is a1 less Gone thau before the war.  Politics and
ihe inotor ate tesponsible, politics because ihey keep so many
executive ofjcers at Lhe end of a wire or telepitong, and moio:s foi
ohyjous but often quite bad reasous. Meaawhile, the peasaut has
as much to say as ever to those who meet him in field or village,

6 Dedruary—dAddampur do Hissar (18 miles)

In Indie, the peripatetic searcher after truth no sooner writes
down. one thing than he must qualily it with another. Yesteiday
I wrote that the cicanliness ot the Bishnoi was proverbal. Yet
Adampur, which is inhabited by Bishnois, is little cleaner than an
ordinary village, and in the largest house 1 found everything—beds,
bedding, quilts, and vessels—as hugger-mugger as in the humblest,
though there had been lavish expenditure upun bricks, arches,
gateways, etc.

il was bitlerly culd when we set forth for Hssar and coid
ehougt when we arrived there chree hows later.  The fust teu iiies
t00K Us aciuss a wasle ot sand and gram and past stubble fields
dotted with thorn-fenced fodder stacks. Theu we entered the
wide-stretciung grazing grounds of the Hissar Cattle Farm and
Diusued out way through golden grass 12 inches high, upon which
the 7,000 Guvernment cattle pasiuce, A wile or {wu ou Wwe sdw
ahead of us twu Lall black Jhimneys, one belching smoke, the other
idle. They looked strange enough rising' frow these soidary
pastures and suggested the approach to am industrial centre.
Agwually they were ginning factories, and all they indicated was the
neighbunrhood of a vanal, without which no cotion can he grown
1 this district. Soun we saw the canal itself, and al once the
country changed fiom the arid {o the fertile, fiom bush and scrab
10 mango grove and date paim.

Ax Hissar, a town of 25,00c inhabitants, most of our talk has
been abow catile, for he farm with its 40,000 acres is the most im-

. portant breeding ceatre of the piovince. In a warm

%'31‘; Hissar  (imate cattie do betier in a dry zoue than in a wel,
and all the best breeds m the province are to be found

in dry areas ; for example, the Dhanni breed, which we came across

I In 1933 there were 8,180 animals on the Farm (Vely. Depurt. Annual
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north of the Jhelum,® and the Haridna, which flourishes in Hissar
and Rontak, Out of the Haridna breed, crossed in some cases with
stock [rom Gujarat (near Bombay), has arisen the famous Hissar
bull, majeslic as the Government of India and in some other respects
not unlike. Of immense bulk and strength but slow-footed and
costly to maintain, grazing where he will and impatient of control,
superbly self-comained, he dominates the coumryside and dis-
wibutes his favours so indiscriminately that halt his energy and
value are wasted, Owing to the unceasing patronage bestowed on
him by Government for over half a century, he has achieved a much
greater prominence than if he had been allowed to find his way
about the province on his own merits. Costing Rs. 500 to breed
and rear, he is sold 10 Disurict Boards for Rs. 250 and where heavy
ploughing is needed o1 hard sustained work at a well, his progeny
justify their costly rearing and fetch much higher prices than the
best local stock.’ But on the light sandy sois of the north and
west, and whetrever the peasant is impoverished, a smaller breed
does better and 1s greatly preferred.>
The best of ithese smaiier breeds is the Dhanni, and it is in 2
disttict iike Gujrar, where Dhanni and Hissar work side by side,
. . that the Hmitations of the Hissar buliock are most
gf::;iﬂg’—; evident. The case was very iairly pul by a Gujrat
verds -
compered zaidar, whom I met the other day. ' The Dhanm
builocks, hesaid, have thick bones and strong horns,
and their step is fast. . The Hissar breed arg very big, but who.can
Jfeed thew P They cat mucl. ” They ate like your Honour's horses
"—,.g.C’Qifo“:.‘th‘ﬁjic,hﬁjg“ad for'the poor." Then feeling perhaps he had
tiot done the Hisoar breed jilstice, he continued : * They are slow
sormpured with those from Dhanni, but they ge far and are not
tired : fifty mules therc and fifty miles back. We heard of one that
did this. He started at four m {ne mormng and weat till {four the
next moming.  The Dhanni bullock goes well 1oo, bur not su well,
It works fos six hours, if there is need, for twelve Lours. With a
stick behind its pace is good, bul stick or no stick, the tHissar
bullock goes slow._ If is best for cart and draught, but if it does n6t
Bt food,.at pets thin atr once. "Ther Dhanm remains tard ™ and”
strong, evew if it gels 1o food. It is given uil Girectly it is born, and
it remains strong Ui it gets old” A much wore biting atiack was
made upon tlie Hissar buli on iny last toar by the people of Gurgaou
at the other end of the proviuce.# There it was not so much a case
¥po7a.
. Fazm onliocks now cost about Rs, 300 to breed and rear and are sold
2 rilwiriet boards £ Ry roo (2934).
¥ Bex p. 73,
4 Ruesticus, 145, 148. Cf. too p. 165.



THE BUFFALCQ 157
of two good breeds in competition as of sheer uusuitability, the
people being too poor to support cattle of his standard and match.
Indeed, to see him roaming like a god in search of some Europa and
finding only small underfed cows was 10 be reminded of the saying—
the hest is the enemy of the goed.

It is, in fact, useless to offer the peasant what he is too poor or
too ignerant to use, however good it way be i itself. TFoi him au
‘ improvetnent ’, whether il is a larger bulloek or a more powerful
plougly, is only good if it is suited to his circumstances.” ‘These
circuinstances, therelore, must be most careiuily studied before any
change is atlempted, and that 1s the excuse for this lengthy journal,
The Veterinary Department are now showing wisdom i iryiog to
breed a smaller type of bull, a 1nere dewi-god amongst his fellows,
whe will satisly ihe peasant’s needs. These ueeds ceittre round
draaght and milk. The Hissai biced is pre-emment for draught,
and the Sahiwil or Montgomery breed for milk, but neither excels
in beth ; and ag the peasant's resources are very himiteq, the object
is to produce what is officially called a duai-parpuse cow, that is to
say, a cow whose stock will be gooa for either dranght or milk.
The closer siady oi the peasant’s needs has aiso led, atl last, to the
development of {he Dhaniu bieed, and it is no longer assumed that
nearly every countryside in the Punjab will be the betrer for a
Hissar bull.

On one point acuon las still {o be tazen, In districts with
ample grazing the income from Live-stock is very lugh: in Hissar
alone it is probably not iess than 15 lakhs (£112,500).
Now the bulk ot this income 1s derived from the sale
of ghi,3 and for ghi the buffalo is better than the cow, as her milk is
both richer and more abundant. In the north, where there?is
neither 1iver goi canal, there is Lttle rivacy between ihe two, fur
the country is dry and too stony for the tanks in which ihe buffaio
loves to wallow.! But elscwhere, if both cannot be kept—and
the peasant rarely has the means—the ouffalo is preferred ;§ and
even when both are kept, tne housewile takes greater care of ihe
buffale, {or the cow is regurded as the moiher of Lhe bullock and the
bullalo as the producer of ghi, and ghi and its proceeds are the
housewile's perquisite : hence the proverb—when fortune favours,

The buffale

Ci. Rusticus, 127.
Dastrict Assess. tpis., 1909 and 1g910.
Tbid, (I'atehabad), 35.
Cf. Rusticus, 318,

5 Beiween 1go4 and 1930 the number of cows in the Punjab fell from
3 10 » 6 millions, and femals baffaloss increased from 1.9 to 3.1 millions.
" 1t is the higher fal content of the buffalo’s milk which brings it Into favonr *;
she also does better on stall-feeding (The Milk Supply of Lahore in 1930,
96, 97)-

LSRRI
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a buffalc drops o heifer and & cow a bull calf. Moreover the
buffalo, black and sombre-eyed though she looks, understands
affection and responds to her owner’s call and sometimes refuses
to be milked by any other hand. In many homes she stands
first in the peasant’s affections;® and, untouched by sanctity,
her breeding presents fewer difficulties than that of ihe cow., In
the central Punjab at least it should be comparalively easy, for,
as I found near Tarn Taran,? the butfalo buli can be tied up and a
fee chatged for ms services,3 and m general the peasant watches
more catelully over the mating ot his bufiaio than of his cow.#
Yel, important as the buifulo is for the milk supply of the provincs,
so far noihmg serjons has been dune by Governmem to improve
her breed.j
By 1its attitude to slaughter Hinduism makes any planned
hnprovement in cattle-oreeding almost impossible.® All that can
be done, say tne local experts, is to castrate bad
Eaflvlgﬁ:sading stock and gel the culiivator to keep good cows.
E;:tﬁciﬂhties No one now, except ihe small Bisiwol sect, objects
to castration,’ but all Hindus object to the slaughter,
and even to the sale of unfit cows and keep them indefinicely,
s, if they are too poor to do this, rather thau sell them to a cattle-
dealer, who would buy ouly tor the slaughter house, they send
them to a gowshala ur iet thera loose to die. Some ne doubt seil
secratly, bul this has its risks I an area where public opinjon can
find strong expression lhrough the panchayat.® This feeling
against slanghter is shared by many Sikbs, and when I asked dhe
wentbers of a 3ikk cattle-breeding society in the Amiitsar dis{iict
whethier they would seil a cow that was past work, they all samd .
‘No," and one added, * We have had greaf advantage from her ;
there would be ingratitude if we sold Lier ; we remember her service
1o us.” One cannot bul love and respect this gentle-heartedness,

z .)':iens's rival 15 the indispensable bullock,

? p. 84.

3 South of the Sutle] he is a0f asvally tied wp ; bon iv the contral Punjab
and canal colonies he is ofter t1ed up, and when this )e done, a fee (Rs. 1 or 2)
15 charged for his services (cf. ibid., 83).

+ See Civil Vety. Depart, Rjn, 1932-3, 18,

3 In 1932 ihe Veterinary Department brough‘c under supervision ‘a
faitly large number of buffalo bulls owned by zemindars® (ibid, (1931-2), 16).
Till then Government had done nothing, and Iocal bodies very lifile. Now,
however, Government is giving much more attention to the subject, and in
1932-3 local bodies mcrezsed the number of their stud bufzle balls from
1 tw i,r21, Even so, seventeen districts have uone, and the number of
siud buiis {4,637) s far groater (ibid., 1932-3, pp. viii and ix).

8 CL Rusficus, 97, 715; see also p. 10.

¥ Bee itid,, o7, 105.

& Ct ibid'n 97 104y 133744
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which may be found wherever there is indu ancestcy, even amongst
Muslims,” but when applied to cows that should never have been
kept it is an obvious obstacle to cattle-breeding, and in Hissar
and Rohtak this is the case with most cows and, to make matters
worse, [ew—barely 5 per cent—-are Farrer. One expert thought
that in the circumstances the best remedy would be to ring the
worst cows and s0 make covering unapossible, This, he says,
is dune in the south-west of the provinee, and 1 am informed that
m Lahore and Sialkot it is also sometimes done to youug maies
to prevent them from bemng covered prematurely.?

This remedy would be unuecessary if the buli could be tied up
as Lhe buifalo someiimes is. Uuloriunaiely, as I have already
puinted oat, everywhete south of the Jhelun he is allowed to
wander about the fieids as he pleases, euling and trampling ihe
crops. The only advantage of this is thal he both exeicises and
supports himself and proprio mom spreads the cost of his keep over
the whule vilinge. DBul ihe sysvemn is not economical. At Banaud-
dins it was admitted thal the Hissar buli chere consumed or damaged
at least three times as much fodder as he would ueed i he were
slall-ted. But, said a peasani, Juoling a popuiar saying, "a bull
can no more be tied up than a Rajah.” And in ihe Arrivsar
village, when [ asked why whal was possible with the bultalo was
not pussible with the bull, someoue remarked : * The buffalo 15 so
totgh (sakhi) that il coines to wo harin {rown this, bul a bull is
softer and would svon become uafit fur work., The buffulu is like
the Jat. nothing makes hiw weak. The bull is like the Brahmin .
Ius strength is soon gome.” Yet, north of the jhelum, the peasuut
18 equally emphatic that bulis must be tied up |

As bulls caunot oe led up, 1t 1s fortunate thai scrup bulls can
now be castraied. Hete a notable victory has Deen won over
popular prejudice, and it is being used o sterilize
wortldess male stock.S It is only @ matier of time
before the peasant capitulates te tie further rewedy
of Inocuiation. Already he no longer objects to it in principle,
thougl in practice his faich in i is not very sure.® Of which the
Superintendent of the Farm gives me the following example.
TLast month he inoculated the caire of a certain viilage againsi

Outtle Clseasa
and spells

T See p. 180 and ibid., 62.
It w called chhasaband:.
P Eo73

‘r o136

In r532-2, 482,000 2nimals were caetrated in the Punjab (Vety.
Depart Rpt., 26)

§ Cf. Rusticus, 107, 133.
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rinderpest, and on returning to see the result he was not allowed
to enter the viilage, because the time-honoured remedy of a charm
slung across a lane was being iried. The charm had been obtained
from a sadhu and was being inscribed on a potsherd. The caitle
were then driven beneath it and as they shambled past, water
mixed with milk was sprinkled on them from a large cauldron
placed on either side of the road. During the rite no one was
allowed either to enter or to leave the village, all work was suspended,
and water could not even be drawn for him fiom the well.

My experience both on this tour and the last shows that through-
out the province this is much the most popular method of deaiing
with catlle disease.® Omn this tour I have come across it amongst
Mushms m Jhelum,* Sikhs in Ferozepore, and Hindus in Hissar.3
Tne procedure varies shightly from village to viiiage, but the charm
is always slung across a lane. ‘We hung it up,’ said the Sikh
village, " acd that uight we did not allow either lamp or fire. The
next morning we diove all our catile under the string and went
oul ourselves into the fields aud kindled our fives there and made
our bread, and when we came back the disease—it was of foot and
mouth~—was gone and the catile were well. Before this ten or
tweive died ; after that nomne,” In the Hindu village water dashea
wich milk was also spiinkled in a circle round tie village, and in
both villages, though in one there were only three Muslim families,
the ciarm was obtained from a Mushm pit. This 1s often done,
and when Hindu and Sikh quarrel with Mushm, as they sometimes
do, they should remember that even in their religion they have
ihings in common. The Sikhs had obtained their cnarm irom
a rathag in Maler Kotla, who would vake nothing {os ii : a holy
man, indeed.

The employment of spells for curing disease is not peculiar
10 the Punjab, not even to India. I have already noted that it s
comumnon in Arabia, which however is a country in many ways
akin to Indie.* It is more significant to fnd it in a Chrdsuan
countsy Hike Russia. So faw norile as Archangel, the iemedy lor
maiaria is to sprinkle the sufferer with bog water, and with a spell
‘1o drive ot the devil spittis, which aie shakiog himn and raiiling
his teeth . And when a person is down with small-pox, a spell
is first whispered in his ear thrice, then written on paper and tieda
rouud lds neck uniil he recuvers.?  In 1ndia, as 00 doubi in Russia,
these practices are slowly, very slowly yielding to the new Lgid

t Ruslicus, 20, 84, 9%, 195, 221

3 .

4 %Jiéiszn.

& A, K. Williams, The Bussian Land (1929), 26-7.



DOEY CATTLE-BREEDING PAY ? 0
ol science, but where man is siili in che embryonic darkness of
nature’s womnb, his only light is faith, and it is a light too often
clouded by magic.”
A former Settlement Officer of Hissar says that cattle are ihe
zemindar’s treasury and that he puts all his savings into them.
Yet the melancholy fact is that breeding does
p mot pay. Accoading to the eaperts au Hissar,
a special swvey in Rohtak suggests ihat 7o per
cent of the cows there do not pay for their keep, and in Hissar
the position would be even worse but for the three years' diought,
In & country ihat prohibits slaughter drougnt is one of the few
factors that favour cattle-breeding. By weeding oul weak siock
it helps to maintain the quality of the whole, just as pestilence once
did with human Deings in Ewiope ; but it is a custly process for the
catue-preeder. In the Central Punjab very littte breeding is done,
and diaught bullocks are mostly bought. This is prudeni, as
holdings are very small and the districts near the hills are moist
and very imable to cattle disease. The dry uplends north of ihe
Jhelum are more favourable, and he Dhanni breed is the 1esuit,
Yet there, too, it is doubtful whether breeding pays. A retired
vet I met uear Jhelum calculated ihat an ordinary Dhanpi caif,
after being weaned, costs five ur six rupees a monih to mamtain
and wheun three-and-a-half vyears old fetches only Rs. 8o-rco
(£6 to £7 10s,), prices having falien 25 per cem.?

pmr

Does cattla-
breeding pay

8 Febyuary -—Hissar to Hansi (x6 miles)

Eor the third day running there was heavy cloud, ‘cleuds
without water, cairied about of winds '3 But there was change
in one respect: once more we were riding through
a country of wheat fields and cotton stalks, and at
one point the plain gava a sudden heave as if weary of its
endless monotony. To the south there were even a few hills,
only Boo feet high, but like ii:ose uear Sargudha, abiupt, sharp-
pointed, and sacied, sacied no doubf, because they are so un-
expected A sadhu and his disciple live on their summit, and worten
newly widowed go there to cast away the clothes tiey tuay no
longer wear,

The high road

T Cf p. 63.

? In England, a good avsrage cow, with an overage vield in a lactation
period of abont 2 gallons a day, now (1934) costs about £20 For a good
avetage Iissar cow the comespunding yield is about 2§ seers (two guan is)
e day )(cumpare th~ laciation figuics given on p. 3 ot the Vely Degpart R,
15532~8)+ .

3 Jude xii.
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As it was Sunday and no business pressed. we lingered on
our way to talk with these we met The first was a Brahmin
beggar He was shuffling homewards in a pawr of aged flapping
sandals, and his clothes, even more aged, revealed legs so ihum
that they must have snapped had the body they catried been less
frail. Under his tattered shawl he concealed a large bag containing
six pounds ot millet. ‘I went from house to house,” he squeaied,
and each gave a handlul’ Afler the beggar came a barber
witl: a large sack, ¥e had come 130 miles on a sunowfal errand
and was bound for a vilage ciose by. The daughter of a patron
was martied there, and when tidings came that she was with child,
uer mother joyfully prepared gifts for her and her babe. The babe
came, but died five days later. The barber showed us the giits,
wnich were :m the sack—clothes for the mother, and for the babe
2 magenta coloured waistcoat, a pick embrodered cap, and a ball
w play with. Of what use will these things Le to the mother
now ¢’ Iasked.  She will grve them away to some other child.’
But how will she bear even 1o look upon tnem ! As the parber
was re-packuy lis sack, a shallow two-wheeled cart diove up,
arawn by a pair of e giey bullocks and containing « recumbent
figure covered with a quilt and {wo men squarting at his side.
He had cogcracted pneumonta on a visit to relatives, and the two
wetnt werc takity him home. They dia not take him to the hospital,
because ' we shoald have {v sit with bhim, and we are zemindars
and there would be huit to our work. At home woo there 15 more
care: a fire can be Lt, and ile women can ileid lum,” More
cheerinl was a barber who had just delivered an invitation o a
wedduug uu bebadl of a patron, who lived 45 mues away. The
wvitation was sweerened with a present of sweetmeats, and he had
peen tipped a rupee. The mext gioup were also concerned with
marriage. A boy had been betrothed w0 a gul and Ks. 65 pad
in jewellery ana clothes. The boy died before he could be manied,
aud his father was on his way to the maden’s village to atrauge
that a nephiew should marry her instead, aoubtiess Liat the modest
mvestment of Rs. 05 mighi nur be wasted. lFinally, came a
mechaevel oddity, who saxd he was a Seyyed from Ghazni (in
Afghanistan) and a beggar. He spoke in wlieediing meoherent
iunes, and it was difficult to make oul his tale. He clained soine
kind of sauclity, but its only visible sign was a copy of the Kuan

tied 1o bis walst in & gieeit cloth,

: God, Love, and Death—the Infian roadside is
ﬁiﬁ:ﬁe %28 full of thelr sumour, aud vhe pustrants of ali three
are inexorabie in ilLeir demand for woney. Wnting
i 7gog, ihe Settlement Officer ascrived one-third of the sales in
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the disirici to extravagance on marriages and funerals,” and the
extravagance sull continues. Before the slump, an ordinary
peasant spent Rs, 600 1o 700 on the marriage of a son and perhaps
Rs. 200 less on the marriage of a daughter. This is less than in
the central Punjab,? but expenditure upon funerals is much higher
though not higher than in parts of the western Punjab.? When
we were at Adampur,’ & man lost Lis father and those with me said
he musi raise Rs. 200 at once for the feast on the third day, even
if he had to sell or mortgage land. On a pomnt ot this kind custom
is imperative, though 1t is only for father or mother that the sum
need be so lurge . for othets Re. 50 toOu saffices,  Asiu che central
Punjab, mairiage expendivure is aimost doabled if a price has to
be paid for the bride. Only ten days ago vae ot my stail found
that a Jat had taken Rs. 8oo for lus two daughters. Butin this
district, although there is little of the new Iight, the old light is
still strong, and such transactions are comparatively infrequent,’
ana when we tale was toid al a village gaibering, Jle cowment
was ! We don’t give 1zzal to thuse who du tlus.” Here for once
izzat was bemg used as it should be, as a refleclor and not an
extinguisner of light.’

If less is spent now on these ceremonies than before, it is
almost entirely due to the fall in prices, which has halved the figures
just given for marriage. But here and ihete thete 1s also coustious
efivrt at reduction. Some years ago the Bagri Jats of Sirsa agreed
not to spend inore than Rs, zoo on enlertainment al maniage
o1 allow more than one hundred persons to join in the dardt or
bridegroom’s party, ‘nundreds’ having jomed before; ana in
to-day’s village we were told : ‘ We all sat together and it was our
coneiusion {har we Lad spent too much before. Now fewer go in
tue bardl, and less is speat upon jewellery.’” Fumneral expenditare
has been cul down to ‘five or seven 1upees’, L cosl of takig
the bones to the Ganges, and mnarriage expenditure halved. The
last 15 admittedly due to the fall in the price of cotlon (we are in a
cotion country), but when I enquired wherher expenditure would
nol go up aguin if puices rose, I gou o teply wacked with the new
lighl .— Nu, it is now andersiood 1that ioo much debr is not good.
Whai we dud Lefore was a mistake, I we spend Rs. 2,000 un a
martiage, it is gone 1n a day; but 1t we spend it on a house, it
stands for three generations, and it is of use for our chuldren and our

¥ Hissar Assess. Rbb, 213,
2 Ruslicus, 4, 7, 24»

3 Thid., 228-g,
D +54.
s Cf. ikid,, 31.

6 CL p. 50.
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childrei’s childien ; and alse for the ralers (hdkim) and the servants
of Government.’
The concluding words were added by way of compliment to
ourselves and the owner of the vestibule, where we were having
the customary bank meeting. The vestibule was
An agricul-  pobly built with two high-arched gateways and a
i‘:;:f;r FLOREY" gquare red brick pillar in the centre supporting a
well-timbered sd! roof (much better than mine at
Lahore). It belongs to four Jat brothers who cwn 62 acres and are
the only money-lenders in the village, ana it was characteristic
of the easy tolerance of peasant hfe that we should gather there
to discuss the affairs of a co-operative society whuse object is to
Aisplace the money-lender. One of the brothers was present
and had a shiewd agreeable iace and Lhe pleusant dark 1eddish-
brown complexion of these parts. He was quite frank about their
dealings. Tney have been lenaing money for seventeen years
and have never had a loss. ‘it may be three, even five years
befure money Cunes back, but scouer of lacer it comes.” As heir
ustial rate is 183 per cent it is a profitable.husiness, and on Rs.’ 1,000
they, expect tu eain Rs. 180, Le. a gross profit of I8 per cent, Which
15 the highest return I ever heard a money-lender acknowledge.
Their-minimum. 1ate is. 12.per gent ; “for, these.swho. tgpay. when
asked, he, explamed as s0 many nave cxplamed before him.*
Like mobc mom.y-ienuuls in the :uujab tue four brothers fake ng
j‘x,m&:g;hgs .‘_ . ”}L«Jrs AT .nd;tLeL of Ll‘u:rl.,' said the one who was present,
unconsciously staling the basis o every sound system of credit.
He did not tell us the extent of their dealings but admutied that
they buned their surplus funds3 Curicusly, the village has
i Bania shupkeepers none of whom 1s 2 money-lender. 1 urged
wy usual piea, that the best of them should be asged (o joiu the
bank, and as usual it seemed a novel idea.t
This dustricl is too temoie to have got wouch umination from
the new light, but where the old Light burns this is not uecessadily
a disadvantage, for when they meet the new lgnt
ﬁ, p‘:;ilﬁc and ilie oid are apt tu extingwsh each other. In
this village ke old ligly Dwns suongly. Feeling
18 80 good Lhal for some years 0o one has been to court. Quarrels
are few and are settled on the spot. Thele is no regular panchayat,
but the acsistance of some trustworthy person 1s invoked and all
concerned sit together and decide the case as they think might,

! CLopp. 1001, 123, 146

* b By Bngy. REL, 126 and 146 s0pp2: o 310 X0T,
x Cf p, 152

4 Cf. p. 1oz,
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and the decisicn is enforced by pressure from the brotherhood.
Nothing is written, for few are literate—indeed, nol a single one
of the twenly members of the bank, TIlliteracy is no bar to good
feeling : it may even be favourable to it; but it is ceriainly a
handicap in dealing with the new age. It is therefore a good
thing that there is now a Primary school, and the master is so
keen that he has started a mnight school as well.! But he has to
teach thirty-three boys and eighieen adults single-nanded, which
is typical of the difficuities of educacdon in India—so many waiting
to be laughl, so few ready to teach. Oune of his pupils, a soft-
faced Loy of fifteen, is secrewary to the bank, and his only other
occupalion s the doing of odd jobs un his father's laud, ‘His
wind is Lowards comfort, and he sits with pleasure in the shade,
was the sturdy peasant comment, and 1t might be applied to nine
out of ten in this countiy who ate not constrained to work hard for
their hving.*

All arrangemenls for the common gouod are undertaken by
the villuge collectively, whether it is the sinkiug of o drinkiug
well, the deepening of a village pond or tank, the
making of a stairway (ghdt) down to it, buiiding a
tempie or chowpdl,3 or managing the comunon lands, Most of
these collective activilies are common to villages throughout the
south-east, and the most important of them is the provision of
drinking water.t Lucky willages get their tauks filled fiou the
canal, but for most in Hissar this 1s impossible ; and where, as often
happens, the water level 1s go feev or more below the surface and
Lhe rainfall is 14 inches o1 less, sovner or later ju the year the tanks
diy ap and man and beast have to depeud on wells thal can oaly
be sunk at greal cost. Here, for instance, a well sank ten years
ago wst Rs. 3,000, and the depth to waler is only bo feet. At
Adampur,5 where it 1s g0 feet, there has been endliess trouble.
Some years ago a masonry well was sunk at a cost ot Rs. 4,000.
Each house in the viliage contribated ten rupees and such labour
as was usked, bul although it was suuk near tbe laak (to secare
sweer water}, after iwo yeurs 1ts waier became bitler and un-
drinkable. A second well, this lime of a muakeshift character, was
sunk {or Rs. 1,200, and this too has Jost its sweetness. Now bricks
are being collected for a third. When all else fails, water 1s fetched

rinking wells

t The Edvcation ard Co-operativz Departments hasve hoth made graaz
efforts to popularize adult scheols, but the difficultiey 2re formidable, and in
1932 3 their number in the province fell from 584 to 348 (Pb. Educ. Rpt., 10).

= Ci. Rustious, 10, 43.

3 Village mecting hall; aleo salled chowpdr.

+ Cf, p. .35

i Sec pi 154+
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from the tank of a village half o mile away ; but tkis is a labcrious
task and generally has to be done at a time of year when the sun
is most scorching and the lightest weight a burden.

And if ihe tanks are not deep enough, they may fail long
before the sun begins to scorch® This was the case to-day. One
of the tanks had run dry, and the opportunity
was being taken to deepen 1t. Thirty years’ silt
has accumulated, and it is now so shailow that in heavy rain it
fills up at once and spills on to the road close by. It is being
deepened in the spirit of real democracy. There are 120 houses,
aud each house, witether 1ich or poor, is required to clear a space
of g yards square and g feet deep (iwo 7ul) or pay a commutation
fee of Rs. 2. which 1s the cost of employing tour men for a day to
do it. The bed ot the tank has been mapped out like a chess-
board into 120 squares by a panchayat oI five men, who represent
all important interests and consist of two Jats, a Gujat, a bania,
atd a M4l tenant, The five we responsible for ail arrangements,
and to ensure fair treatment they have deputed iwo of their number
to weasure the work done. But it is not enough that a tani
should be full of water: it must also be clear. To secure this,
a fakir or sadhu, lives beside it in what looks like a large bee-hive
ol wiite sun-dried mud, His ducy s {o see thay neither man nor
beast fouls it 01 washes ‘" Llack vessels ” il 1u ) and in retwrn, alter
ihe simple fashion of the village, he is given his daily bread and a
present of grain ai harvest. Mauy willages do tlus, tor examnple
Adampur, and there the approaches to the tank were spotless.3

T left this village with regret. 1Itis, in erfect, a small republic,
anG  such a case, if there is a disinietested guaidian above whicl
preserves law and order bul inletfeies as little as possible witle
daily life, the peasant has the form of governmeui that suits him
Dest.

As we rode into Hansi, a town of 18,000 inhabilants, gardens
rose about us fuil of deep shade and fruit trees~—mango, guava,
punegtacaie, and peach, the peach wll sprayed with piuk blossotn.

Village tanks

* Viliage tanks vary m size with the He of the ground and the sizc of
the village; they may be as large as a London squarc.

2 I hear of a very simildr case in a Lancaghire village. The locel grave-
yard had to be enlarged, and for this purpoese a large number of trew stumps
hud to be dug up. The local passon persuaded each hoasehold to make
itself vesponsible for the digging up of one stump, which it could eiiber do
itself or pay half a crown to have done. The stumps were apportioned by
lat, each being mumbered (1934).

3 Cf, aristotle, Polifics, viy, 11 (trs. Jowettj; ‘ln all wise states, if
there is 8 want of pure water and the supply is not all equally good, the
drintleing Wwater ought to be separaied from that which js wsed for other
Ppurpoges, ’
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Hansi is wie of the oldese places in India, and the canal, mads by
Feroz Shali 11 1355, the oldest in the Punjab. After the arid
wastes of last weck, it is a most delectable spot. Yet—such are
the times we live in—ten days ago a bomb was thrown into the
courtyard of the police station and exploded violently, but happily
without damage.

g February—Hanst to Sorkhi {10 miles)

To-day w= were mostly amongst humble folk—tanners, shoe-
makers and market gardeners. A party of itinerant tanners,
trained by the Department of Indusiries, were
showing their fellows in Hansi better and cheaper
ways of tanning. Thanks to fine caltle, no hides and skins in the
province are as good as those of Hissar, but no leather is worse.
Jullundur is far away and its hides and skins ate much inferior,
yet the leather made [rom them sells here to advantage. This
inefficiency on tiwe part of the local lanners is ascribed to laziness,
and it is not the fitst tiine on this tour that bad work has been
explained in tlis way.”

Of the fifty present at our ineeiiy, tidrteen were shuemakers
and the rest Chamérs? aud Kudliks, dealers in hides and skins,
respectively. In Hinda India, no iwo castes, one might almost
say Lo Lwo persons, are on exaclly the same level. In this case
vhe EKhatiks are slightly superior to the Chamdrs, presumably
because they do not touch the hide of (he sacred cow.

Excluding the snoemalers, ail buu five members are 1o debt,
but since their credit is low and debr follows credit,? unly thirteen
owe more than Rs. 100. As usual interest rates vary with security :
a 1nan who owus lus own house {like one who owns land) can borrow
a1 I8% per ceni, but others have to pay 374 O the five it in
debi thice were Chamdr brothers. They wele surprisingly pros-
perous, and the fact that one has saved Rs. 4,000 shows what can
be achieved even in the Lumblest circumstauces. Their prosperity
was put duwu w robust bodies and hard work., In a hot ciimate,
w0 work hard a man wnust be sirong, and as most can keep out
of debt only if they worlk hard, debt and heaitl: are closely connected.
1t was depressing to find that even in the case of che thee brothers
ihe slow fruits of {oil and bhmit were devoured by customn. Two
years ago one ol them spent Rs, 8vo un the marriage of a
dangher (aged 12), and another bought a second wiie, the first

Tanner,

*Of pp. 38, 85, 117 )

2 Qua of the largest casies in the disirict and very narerous in all districts
south of the Beas.

3 Peasdant, 222,
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being childless, for Rs. 425, paying Rs. 200 to her father and the
rest to her first husband, who was tired of her.

Enquiry shows that a Chamér earns about Rs. 13 a month,
and a Khatik Rs. 20: luck or hard work may bring in another
5 or 10 rupees a month. This is much what the village artisan
earns,” and a family of four can live on it. Both Chaméir and
Khatik live on wheat in the hot weather, and in the coid on miliet
(bajra), which they like for its heaing properties, They rarely
drink nuik, and the tnree brothers are the only oncs who can
affurd to keep a cow. In spite ot this however (like the Jats of
Sirsa?) they declared they got enough to eat.

Without the canal, Hansi were notlung. Girt wilh orchards
and fields of vegetable and cane, it presents a compleie coutrast
. , 1o the desolate counity through which we have been
;:ﬁ;;‘jjg" 1iding most of the week. There the farming was as

extensive as any to be seen in the Punjab, but here
it is alinost a» intensive as che cultivauon round Amritsar and
Jullundur3  The zaildar, & Ghaur Brahiaia, showed us lana which
before the stump yelded Rs. 500 (£37 ios. an acre). IHe had just
sown 4% acres with paunda caue and melons and hiad already spent
cver Rs. I,000,4 though so far nothing could be seen beyond
innumerable little nidges of well-piled earth. IHe expects to recoup
himsell entirely fromn e melons, which will be ready for the
markel i two months’ tirue, audd tu make a clear profit our of the
paunda, much isved Ly the chewer of cane for its soit rind and
sweet junice. He has about 20 auies under vegetables and cane,
and in the city tnere are six others who have as wuch or more.5
Dul much capital is needed, and it does not always pay. I[hree
yedls ago his accounts showed o profit of Rs. 4,000; next year he

I p 267
# P 134,
3 See Rusicts, 19,
4 Thus:—
Rse
Manure (including transport cna.rgeﬁ) va - 429
Seed (¢} paunda cane .. . .. .. 276
) miscellaneous ., h . . 37
Sand for soi (including transpoﬂ:) ‘e . . 90
Rent for land and water - . . . 84
Labuur .y .- “ .. ' Q2
Foocing . . . . . 20
Hiving of ploughs . . ‘s . . 50
Miscellaneous o - . . ‘. . e
Total .. . . 1,088

ABaut twenty have teu acres or more.



INTENSIVE FARMING 169
just made ends meet, and lest year, ewing to the fail in prices, he
was down Rs. 800.°

Much capital is needed if only for the manure, of wiich, for
instance, 400 to 500 maunds are required for a single acre of cane.
The capitalists of Hansi buy up the city refuse and the night-sail,
which (after being decomposed by water) even a few Brahmins
use. DBut those who cannot afford to do this buy manure irom
the villages round, and the MA4li3 tenants of a village we were in
this afternoou saic thal they gou it fiee from wuhrigated villages
ten or fiffeen miies away, where it caunot be used for want of
sufficient 1am to 10l il into the soil. Like the market gaideners
in ihe ceniral Punjab, they alsc manure their onions with the
ash of the dung-cakes. At the moment they are sowing melons
and karela® intermingled with cane, and they expect t pay all
their expenges (dbout Rs. 350 an acre) rown the iwo lormer and make
a lear profit ouv of the cane. They also grow cotton, potatoes,
vegetables and chiflies, and in the Lot weather, Like many others,
ihey fatten stock, buying in the spring and selling m the avtumn.
They have, in fact, a well-balanced system of mixed farming
under which alone the smail holder who would live ewdrely by the
lana can be prosperous. Tuis was redecied i thell bank, In
umost of those we have seen on this tour loan business has beer
brought aluost to a standstil by the slump. The few exceptions
have nearly all been societies whose members had some resource
apart from their farming, such as military employment or weaving.
This society was difterent . thanks to the variety of tlieir farining,
i s siill tuorouglly alive and in tle lase iwelve monihs has made
Afty-eight Ioans to its forty-seven members. This is laigeiy
due (o the vardely of thew farming, and they have suifered less
than most [rom the slump, which has puiled down the price of
garden produce proportionately less than that of cercals and cotton.’

T Three other genflemer whe keep accounts kindly gave me the following
approximnte figures —

Area cultivated Profit (or loss) Rs.
acras 1928 14y29 1G30
(i 41 5,000 €so nil,
(i1} 2% 2,500 2,600 1.000 {loss)
{1ii) 1T 3,000 1,000 8oo (loss)

2

* I 1g3c the city refuse was scld for Rs. 4.359 ag against Rs. 2,555 in
1929, which snggests that the depression is leading to more intensive enlitivation
(ses p. 235).

3 A caste of market gardenerz; in this district ail Hindus,

t Mewmordica charaniia.

5 ' The biggest falls in price bave happened to the imaportant old staRle
commodities, like wheat and oats and cotton’ (The Listener, 27,
1933, 992).
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In Hansi they have an excellent market near at hand, and they can
also send their cane by loiry to Rohtak forty miles away, and some
of their vegetables (gourds and bhindi,* eic.) go as far as Bikaner,
over 200 miles away.* It is surprising how far vegetables travel:
peas go from Agra to Bombay, which is over 800 miles. Con-
sidering how important vegetables are to the small holder and also
to the heaith of ihe town aweller, and that they cannot be grown
vn any scale without good markets, everything possible should
be done to encourage their cultivation by the grant of trausport
facilities and favourable freight rates.?

Intensive farming has many advautages. Not the least i1 a
heavily populated country is that it provides employment for so
much lapour. Much of the work can, and even must, be deane by
hand, and in tls village <0 actes can be worked with a single
yoke of oxen. Anuviher ddvantage in the case of tenants is thart
Lhey cannot be cunstantly shifted, for no one will put a large
amount of labour and manue icto land if he is hikely (o be toined
out at the end of a year or two. In this vilage leases are for a
year only, but tney are automatcally renewed uniess there is some
obvious reason for uoi doing so. This is much better for betn
land and iesant than the corumon practice of suifting lenaius
every few years.t

‘We saw our first moukey tu-day, a sign ibat we are approaching
Hindustan ; aiso our first pig, lean and bristly, o veritable outcast
amongst hogs. They dre kept for the Deihn market, but seeing
lww ihey feed—wherever ihie rubbish is thickest-—i do not envy
those who eat couairy puik in the Impeiial capital. Near them,
wn the same Dare brown earth, but oh! how different, strutted
peacocks arrayed like Emperors.

t Hibiscus esculentus.

2 Enquiry made on my behalf in Hansi suggests that about 25 per cent
of its vegetables, etc., is consumed locally, and another z5 per cent is sent
ay far as Bikaner and Alwar, The rest goes to Rohtak, Bhiwani, and
Rewari, efc. (1931).

% The recent enquiries made by Sir John Megaw (Director General of the
Tndian Medical Service) into diet in India show that, though the quantity
of food is generaily seffriend, its quality is inadequale (Census of India, 1931).
The growth of vegetables emnhasized in Pusticus Logustur (. 354) is there?ore
I¥iore than ever important

1 CLp. x32; alsoell p 13h,
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ROHTAK?
DROUGHT, FINANCE, SELF-TAXATION, AND LIVESTOCK
“The land . . . is a land that eateth up the inhabilants thereof,’

10 February—Sorkat to Maham (13 miles)

For the first time this month it was warm enough to breakfast in
the sun, But while the table was being made ready, an orderly
had te stand by with a bow to chase away the brewn grev-legged
monkeys, which sported greedily round. It was a lovely day, and
above, the stagnant clouds, which have muddied the cky for days,
lay transformed into a fleet of white skiffs becalmed on a blue sea.
Below there was nothing to break the monotony except a broad-
spreading nump, where for a snort distance the white road bent
upwards. A litlie beyond il we found halt a dozen horseren
waiting to teceive us. Here was the boundary of Hissar, and we
eidered Rontak. The western hall, which is largely univeigated
and has a rawmnfall of only I6 Inches, is suffering from prolonged
drought, which had just begun when i last vistled Lhis patt of {Le
world,? and my main object in riding through 1t is to gel some idea
of what this means to the peasant. We therefore got off our horses
al e firse village we caine to (Bhani Malardjapu) to hear how the
people had faied. We sal on the plinth o a lage masoury well,
aud despiie vur prolests @ preasant inade us sit upon his homespun
shawl. The viliagers gathered quickly vund us, ail more o less
“locked out’ by nature. The fields were bare. and there is little to
be done but 190k afrer the cattle, These now have plenty to eat,
as the last haivest was a good oue ) Duu i vne dive haivests before
that only 1% per cent of the cultivated area malured.4 that is (o
say, in iwo and 4 hall yedrs less-than one-fifth of thelr arable laud
pawd a dividend. And they have been hard put to it 1o keep their
only other asset, their cattle : in the worst year 200 were sent away

* Ares 1,797 square miles.

2 Numbers xadi, 3z.

3 Ruslyeus, 140, L4,

4 An average of 25T out of 1,435 acres, 1cughly the canaldrrigated crea
(240 acies).
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to graze elsewhere, and the 668 they had three years ago have been
reduced 10 438. How, then, have they got through ? Government
has helped tnem by suspending the land revenue twice ; and out of
a population of 631, 60 Jats and nearly too village servants have
gone off to find work elscwhere—westwards into Bikaner and
northwards to Bhatinda, and a few even to Lahore. Those that
remain have enough to eat, but wany have come to the end of thei
grain and are buying miilet. No rnarriage has luken place for two
years, but marriage cannot be pul off indefinitely and a boy Is to
be marnied m ten days’ time. It will cost only Rs. 300, but, as
ever, some of the amount wiil have to be botrowed. Tluoughout
borrowing has been e great resource, and the 127 families in the
village have 1ased Rs, 22,000, thus i—

Ks.
220 cattle sold, . . . . .. 10,000 {rcund)
jewellery pawned i . . e 4,000 {round)
land mortgaged . - . . 8,629!

Riding on was no great pleasure with a dusty road end a
following wind and many horsemsn behind. The dust rose in
clouds and, when we walked, swiftly outstripped us ;
but it was our first warm day and the wind rustled
melodiously in the pipal trees by the roadside.
Before us on a low hill rose the ancient townlet of Maham with
a large white-domed mosgue crowmng the swnnit. Amongst
1hiose waiting to receive us was a retived officer who, seemg e on
a horse, flatteringly deplored the habit of the motor, uf which I
have already spoken® With wide gesuculating arms le drew
a vivid picture oi the days when officers came on horseback., ' Then
we all rode out to meet them, and it was a tainasha for people to
see us ride by. Now they come in motors and puss so quickiy
that they du not see us and we do not see thewn.” The zaildar said
the last Sahib w vome heie on a horse was the ' Financial .3 Thau
was fow years ago, and before ibat he could remember no vne
since the war.

Motor and
horse

1x February. —Maham to Lahli (15 wmiies)
To-day we left the Grand Trunk road which runs from Delhi
to Multan, and which we first met at Sirsa, A dusty deeply rutted
road was not a very comfortable exchange, and we

-
Education were seven hours on the way, Four of them we

* The amount advanced on mortgage (Rs. 1,374) has bgen deducted,
The fignres take no account of vosecvred loans, byt these are now got with
difficulty.

a E‘ 154
3 Pinancial Commissioner,
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spent at a Jat village called Bahalba, and our meeting ihere tovk
place in the courlyard ot the Primary school. A round hundred
were present, and leaning over the mud wall that surrounded us
half a dozen women in red shawls watched Lhe proceedings. These
started with a poem composed by the headmaster, the secretary
of the bank, and sung by two small boys, one dressed in {rousers
no longer white and the othes iu khaki shorls and yellow stockings
blossouing al the top into purple and red. In such scholastic
surtoundings talk about education was inevitable. Aithough
thiere has been a school here for twenly years and the village has
600 houses, ouly 73 boys cat of a possible 250 ate al scnool, aud in
the last five years the nurmber of pupils has increased by a bare five.
Of the huandred present only seven, six of then: suldiers, could 1ead
and wiiie and no one had read beyond the sixth class. We asked
a few way they did nouv send tnewr boys to school, Une wio had
a bay of six replied: ‘There is loss (fofe).” ‘His boy is ar work
collecting dung,” exclaimed suvmeone iun the crowd. Auother wi
thiee sous said . ‘ Ivis my poveriy : what else could itbe? ' And
50 said a third.
Techmcaily, primary education for the peasant is ifree, but
actnally it costs something appreciabie for books, stationery, and
. ciothes, as is shown by the following figures (for
g:l:gotl)ifng a yedt) givel us Lo-day ,—

Rs.
2 sets of books e . .
(two sets xcqulrpu as boys are destructive)
2 slates . . -1
Pens, paper and m:z
(al 8 snmnas a mouth for Pwht months)

[}

Ciothes :—
1 coat for the cold weather .. .. . 5
1 coat for the hol weather .. .. s .. 3
6 shirts .. .o o .. . .. .. b
[ py]ama trouse:s - . o .. .. 4-8
4 puggarees .. . .. . e 4
3 tm.lr& wishous {al Re, 1 to 1-4 eac‘l) . . .. 3-8
Total . .. ‘e . Rs. 37

Only Rs. 5 of this expenditure would be necessary if a boy did not
go to school  Accordingly, even with no fees to pay, schooling
costs over Rs. 30 & yeat, a sum which is more than most have to pay
as land revenue. Moveover, when harvests are bad, land revenue
can be suspended and even remitted, and during the last three years
the former has been freely done in this tract; but these charges
cannot be suspeuded, sull less remitied. Then theie is ithe old
difficaliy—who is 10 gtaze the cartle? And in a cattle district
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fike Rohtak or Hhssar there are plenty of cattle to graze. One can
wnderstand, therefore, that ior the odinary peasant education
and drought do nol go well together. Yet there is keenness to
learn, and for two years many grown-ups attended a night school,
which has only been closed for want of funds.

I have so often had to comment critically on educated young
men who refuse Lo go back to the land that 1t was retreshing to find
ihat a Sergeant’s son, who had read up (v the eghth class,® was
faring and was well spoken of. * He was weak ac fiist, put now—
six years iater—he 1s 1ull of strenglh and does everything methodi-
cally {sutra). He plougus straight—straight as a bullet’ People
were much more critical of three young men we mec m another
vulage, who liad passed through che same class and were also farin-
ing., Tney are too weak for that,” said their neignbours.  They
du not work with the charsa, they do not cut uie harvest, they
cannot even muk the cows, when it is hov, they lear Im their
Liealth and run oif to Celhi” ‘The tour yeais spent in a boarding
house had proved their undoing, for boarders are compiletely cut
off fiom outdoor village Lfe. The lLohdays should mitigate uiis,
but the holiday task leaves no tune fm work 10 tne fielas.

Finding an Agparwél money-lender present, I wnade him squat
at nuy side and asked him about his business. Physically he was

typical of ius kind, heavy and sott w build and wich

ﬁn’(ﬂ‘;,“gﬂ pis Checks like swall melons, but under Lis closely-
business gnitted Lrows were such surewd kindly eyes that I felt
at once thal I [1ked him. In his business, too, he is

true {v iyps, gombming money-lenduig, shop-keeping, and gram-
dealing, and he Is susiiciently well-to-do tv Be able’to ad¥3nce
“RS. 10,000 to the coaridssion agents ot a matket {own in the cenual
Punjab where Lie has another shop. He charges these only 6 per
cent, put his zemindar Jhents never less than 12, because (as ie
said) ‘ their money aoes not cuwe back fur six months, and if ihe
barvesl is bad, not for a year; and when theie is drought. not
peiliaps for years ', wueaning in the last case that the full amount
would probably not be repaid.  Nothing to speak of has corne back
for three years, batl i the mairkel town money comes back quaickly,
and he has never lost anytlung there. Aga pulehie charees zewin-
Gars T8 per cent,® but like olirs he takes less frgm those who

* There a1e four classes in the Primary, four more w the Mrdgle, and
ivwo {toe mnth and tenth) iz lthe Fligh school

% Targe lsather bucket used at a well.

3 See pp 70, 9%

4 The ordmary rate for Jails in this tract © the thriftless Meos or Gurgasn
havs to pay 24 and even 3474 per cent,
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repay within a year. The evidence of this tour shows conclusively
that in the village, as in the wown, punctual dealing secures favour-
able ralgs.

As more than a year's inlerest was in atrears in the bank,
I asked him how he was faring in this respect.

‘ Before the drought my money used to come in, bul since it
began 1 have had notning, and now I Lave nolhing to advance,

. not even if jeweilery is pawned.”

‘ Tu you think that a bank should go on advancing when there
is no prospect of carly repayment e

‘ Yes, money must be given for food and drink and for cultiva-
tion ; otherwise the cultivator could not hive.”

 Can he nou seli nis cactie ¢’

" But there a1e no purchasers : no one comes to buy anything.’

¢ If you had wmoney uow, would you lend 1L 7’

‘Cettawnly, 1 wouid.’

‘One more question, Sethji. You have seen our bank and
its ways. Do you think its ways good or your ways ?’

“ Your ways me goud,” he replied courteously ; ‘ your accounts
are cledi, ouls ate aot.’

‘Then why do yuu uot give up muney-lending and put your
money witli the bank ¢’

‘ There 15 much produce (patdawar) 10 be made out of the
zemindars.’

Tius provoked a barsi of laughter , alsu some caustic comumert
on the wouey-lender’s habit of over- or under-valuing the zemindar’s
produce iu his accoarnds, as sw.ts bim best,

* [f grain 15 eighteen seers in the market and we want to buy if,
he writes down fourteen seers.’

No, not fourieen,” said the money-lender deprecatingly,
“only sizleen.” Ulged uuce ure w0 give up money-lending, he
replied with a smile of his haif-closed eyes—  1f I guve it ap, uty sons
will stari il again,’ wom's which meited all criticism into warm
friendly laughter. KRelations between bania and zemindar here
and hereabouts are fnendly enough, and they attend ea.ch other’s

_weddipgs,  This is'far from beipg the case shroughous the distict.

Prmonged droughi raises the difficult question, how far should

4 co-operalive society finance its meiubers when thew ordinay

T See pp 100, 104, i40
2 A. hitile LLter I was given the fo]]owmg ﬁgure bused wu the accounis
«f 97 ruial ncney-lendars of the distridl (44 in Jhajj 3a.r tuhml) in 1929-30:
133

Amonnt advanced ., e .u . lakhs.
Toterest {a) stipulated . . v T5 per cem
(b) agtnally realized s . 5% pe: cent

¥g3e-1 was much worse owing to the siwmp and the continued drought.
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credits are exhausted and their agricultural work is
Co-operative  at a standstill? The policy followed by the moncy-
g;’:lfg"ft a8l Jenders has been to advance treely in the first year,
tighten therr money-bags in the second, and in the
third, to open them only so far as was necessary to keep old clients
in leash. Village banks have varied accordmg to their vigour.
Only the most vigorous have advanced anyihing material during
the last year, aud mauy have advanced nothiug for two years.
Cucwinstances certainly justify the greatest caution : at the same
time, it 1s essential that everyone should be aple to work agam
awmectly the drought bieaks, and most mtelhigent co-opetaiois
1 have met therefore think that 10ans snould not be stopped alw-
gether but confinca 1o advances for plough pullocks, sced, and food.
The need for bullocks and seed goes without saying, and loans ior
food ale necessary, fol solneone muust slay ac home to look after
ihe cattle and be 1eady to take the plough out on ine sitst fall of
rain, The ditheuity about bullocks is that, like ihe plough, chey
must be ready for immediate uge, and for luis puipose loans lhave
to be guwen w anticipation o1 rain, and if the 14iu does not come
1epaylnent most be ludefinileiy posiponed. There 18 general
agreewment that loans for othier puwiposes shoald not be given, so
that 1o vne who can get employinent elsewhere shoutd be cnabled
to idle at home. Thus, in brief, 1s the policy we are following.
Like many Rohtak vibages Babaiba is large, cuompati, and
dirty, and stands so lugh thac iy is visible los miles round, and from
he nuddie of it rise a number of square massive
buiddings whicli recatl the strongholds of a medievai
{talian city, The wost stuking of these 1s a chowpal puilt ten years
ago by one of the four quarters (panna) mro which the village is
divided, at a cost of ks, 12,000. Works ot this kG abouad and are
the bes¢ evidence of (e suength stiil 1etained by the village coiu-
munity in this part of the province, but so far I have never cume
across expendituie on so lavish a scale, The way the amount was
raised is instructive. By general consent a poll tax of Rs. 25 was
laid wpon every male residing in the eighty or pmely huyses of
Lhe quarier, anud as tnis was not suficient for e puipose, INesseugers
were sent out o the twenby-foul villages of the neighbowthuod with
which the quarter has mariage ties to ask ior contiibutions, It
snast be explained that ai a mairiage each guest makes a contribu-
tion,' generally only a few rupees, 1o the expense of the wedding,
and the compliment 1s returned when he nas a maiiiage in Lis own
bwwse, Careful account is kept of the sums Teceived, so thai ail
concerned may know how muach has beea given and how aiych mast
¥ Called neanda, neota, or lambol (see P. 4)

A village club
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be given in return. As the chief use of a chowpdl is to provide
accommodation {for martiage parties, the same principle was applied
in the present case. The well-to-do in the twentiy-four villages
gave separate sums, and the rest clubbed their rupees together in
a joint subscription.  All the arrangements were made by a panch-
ayal, on which every section (¢kola) of the quarter had a representa-
tive, aud when it was finished the panchayat was dissotved. There
is v permanent body to settle disputes m the village— eyes do not
meet '—but whenever any collective acuvity is undertaken, a
panchayat 1s appoinied for the purpose, and this 1s charactenstic
of the distnict.

The chowpdl was unlike any thal i have seen befors Buwll
round a cowiyard wid iwo colonnades of puiars and arches, one
above the otuer, and the whole roofed m, 1t resembled a small
Iahan palazzo! and the likeness was neighiened Ly the fiescoe
paintiugs (done by masons from Mahaiy, which made wall and arch
glow with 1eds, blues, and greens. The paintings suggested a
talentea child of ten and gave a lively view of past and present ufe.
Cn one wall Rajpur and Eoghisli wete engaged in mortat combat,
the English very fierce with jel plack mousiaches aud sudlp-
poinied noses ; and on anotner wall, a inairiage pariy headed by
the bridegroom was approaclung a row of uoi very exciting ladies
who were singing sougs of welcoumie to the stiaius of a villege band,
Meantune, e young men and meadens of U.e village had joined
hands m a dance, and so many were they thatl two walls of the court
could hardly contar them. ‘ Wasthat ever your cusiom ? 7 T asked
iemembermg the tedious, slow-moving uavicah m which woman
alone takes part.  An cld Pwnan shook lus head.  © No, that 1s uot
lawful . the piciure was made by someone s folly.' There are ten
other (howpdls in {he village, auu oue had cost atmost as much
as dus orie. Botl were built 1 the days of good harvests and high
prices wien money was plentiful and village vied widy village. The
sad thing ic that once buidt they are no velier looked after than
the hutublest houses. The vle we saw w-Gay looked like o palace
turned sluns.  Many ol the paintings were tarnished, and old siring
beds were the only furmiture, Lyug ou some of them were sleepets
cornpletely concealed by thewr bedding. ‘ They come ior peacs,’
we were tuld: ‘ they are quieter here tnan m their houses.” Tle
cnowpil is the village club, aud us with moie fashionable clubs oue
or its altractions 1s 1ts facilivies for au afternoon nap.

Conlwing our wmnarch we piked ow way across country
brown and bare as mangy camel-bask, but at Lahli we came wpou

+ Mansion



178 ROHTAK
a canal and saw young wheat siretching away in wide green ficlds
{0 the setting sun.

12 February—Lahly to Beri (15 wmiles)

We were soon out of our oasis and riding once more through
a sterie world, and {he north-west wmd, which has pursued us
since Swsa, filled mouth, nose, and eyes with gritty dust scraped up
by our horses. It helped, however, to keep us cool, and this was
welcome, for the last two days the svn has shown a touch of its
latent power, We were still on the great plain, but towards the
end of our march it began to heave wilh a ai of approaching hiiis,

Ow bank inspection look us o a small tumble-dowrs village
(Gaddr Balala) inhabited by Mushm Rajpui, and dominated by

) e a large mosque with three domes. Fioished in 1927,
Ef‘“; lgffr"ﬁg it took seven years to puild: ‘ We did it as we had
: meaus.” As ustal a panchayal was appomted but of
vnly three members, vne for each quarier. (The founder of the
village had (luee sous, and the descendants of each live separa.ely .
There was no formal levy as with yesterday’s chiowpal, but every
houschold subscribed Rs. 25, 15, or 5 according to its means. Soine
contributed in kind, and a large owner gave 400,000 bricks. It is
astonishing what large suains viliages wili 1aise for ends they regard
as impwiani, This one has only sixty ur seveniy houses, and they
spent Rs. 10,000 or more thai twelve tnoes the annual land eveuue
(Rs. 8oo). Herem hes a good means of reconstructiay village life,
But the viliuger ruust first be persuaded that recomstruction i
imporlant.”

For the third time un this wor we saw tame geese waddling
past. They were the joini properly (shamidal) of the village, and
so little does the peasaui regard economics and iis
money-making lore that they are kept * for Deauty '
Even heir eggs are not eaten, and, once only two, they have now
becore six. A Subedar I met early in this tour also kept geese
for aeslhetic reasons, or, as he puc ii, ‘ for pleasute ", Ii seems that
tney are sometimes ased 1nstead ol watchman or watchdeg, and
the Subedar told me that he had jusi given ofie away to a fakic
for this purpose; which put me in mind of the sacred geese who
saved the Capitol from the night atwack of the Gauls. No doubt
they were kept there fur the saine porpuse, and 1 am wformed that
in the Idids of the Jura the Freach peasant still uses thew in the
‘sane way.

(haezne

¢ Co. p. 30 and Ryssicus, I50.
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In zccordance with the custom of the tract, poultiy ave kept
only by menials. ‘ They are uncleau (nipak), and il is not accerding
to our law to keep them.’

‘But in the north men keep them, and there
men are Muslim.’

‘ There they may be clean : here they eat dirt and put their
beaks into our dishes. The cal, too, eats them.’* When iae
peasant speaks of something not being according to s *law’,
what he means is ihat it 1s not according to his custom. But with
him custom, though often deriving from convenience or izzai or
mere imitation, has the force of law, and also its infinite variety.
In Shakargarh at the fout of the hills many Musiim Rajputs
{which these men are) keep pouliry ; yet in the same area, if a hen
strays into the house of a Hindu Rajput, he putifies the room defiied
with the dung of the sacred cow, and he will not even eat eggs.
The president of 2 Bankmg Union explained this by saying that
a Rushi had once been so much troudled by 4 hewn thatl in his wiath
fie cursed her, saying : ‘ Iover shalt thou eal vital, and whoever eals
thee shail surely go to hell” And in greater or less degree this
seems to be ithe aliitude of ithe orthodox Hindu towards the hen,
and where Hinduisin slill dominates, the Muslim {oo has lhis
scrupies.

1o the province as a whole there are, broadly, iinee attitudes
towards poullry. North of the Jhelom, most zemindars keep
cock and hen, and there is real cuck-crowing ai dawn, and they
sell both Dirds and eggs. From the Jhelum o the Ravi and in
Wie south-west, they may keep poultry but will not sell eggs. In
the cenire and south-east, they think it derogatory and, if Hindus,
irreligious to do either, and the feeling is oiten so strong that even
the viliage servant will not keep thewn, unless it be the sweepez,
who 15 tou lowly tu boggle at anything? Aud wowheic in the
proviuce is ilie keeping of mwie ihan w few birds generald In
ihe north and west they are largely kept that meat may be ready
for Lhe uuexpected guest. How different is all tlus frown ic

Poultry and
izzab

I Cf. p. go.

2 These boundaries are only rough indicatioms. [n Mianwali there is
some shjcction. fo the selling of egas but not of poultry.

3 At Buchhal Kalin in the Salt Range {p, 42} the doctor kept as many
as fifty, and the Subedaz 300 until disease decimated them, when he stopped
keeping them, This, however, is exceptionazl, and in a Rawalpindi village
{Turkwal) in the Gujar Khan tahsil, which is the best azea for poultry in the
province, a census taken (at my instance) in 193z showed that 173 houses
had 226 birds and Goz chickens, and that no one had more than four hens
or twenty-five chickens ; #nd in another village in the samg arca jo9 persons
were fonnd to have only 131 birds, but not long before they had lost go8
from disease. Diseage {not the cat) Is the great enemy of poultry in the
Punjab {cf. Rusticus, 258, 263, 313, 317, 3591
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European peusant, and can the Indian hope for anything like
an European standard of living in the circumstances ?*

For the small holder who is not wholly or in part a market
gardener the answer is emphatically no, unless he keeps some other
kind of livestock. In this village, and in many
others in this caitle-loving tract, the people very
sensibly purchase young or leau stock atl a fair and
sell them a year later well fattened with vetch (gwar). They have
iwo bulls, one of themn provided py the bania of & village three
miles away. He lel it loosc ou the deaths of his fatner and for iwo
months during the drought supplied it with fcur seers* of milk
a day, and also with ghi. This titne it was not a case of aesthetics
but of religion, for he did it primarily to acquire merit. " Bui why
did hic give your village the buil when he 1s a Mindu and you are
Muslims ¢’

* Because he has money dealings willh us,” was the wnexpected
veply. The arrangement serves a double purpose.  Placed amaongst
the money-lender’s chents, the bull is well looked ulier, and ar the
same tiunc by increasing and improving their cattle he makes it
gasier for them to repay their loans.

As far north as the Jhelum we found Muslim Rajputs, pre-
sumably on account of their Hiudu ancesiry, occasionally relsasing
bulls to acquire ment.s Mere under the doubie influence of Aindu
ancestty and a Hindu atmosphere they do it oftenes ; but they
can only afford to set free young buffalues. Following Tindu
cusium, too, most wiil not seil cows that have grown old in their
service. * There would be rauuting (fanah) if we sold a cow after
baving had much profit from her." Very sensibiy they discriminate
belween cows that have served them well and those that become
prematurely barren. ' Then without doubt we will sell even to
@ butcher: why should we not when we have had wo profit {tom

Cattle and
religion

I Unfortanately it i3 not kuogwn how wgny poultry thers ave in the
province, but in 7632 ihe Poultyy Txpert estimated (i~ reply to my enguiry)
that there were ' very approximatsly forty fowle of all agss per hundred of ihe
population’.  On this basis, the rural population bemng about zo-5 millions
{in x531), the namber of birds in the village would be about eight millions.
And for all thesa there is only one expert, and he is staticned at Gurdaspur,
where the ordinary zemindar will not even keep poultry, in fact almost in
sight of the Hindu Rajputs quoted above ! It is difficult now to move him
and his office, Lol another expert 15 clearly mceded for the north, which is
the real contre of possibality. In my gpinion, poultry-bresding has a very
iumporiant pary to play in the developmagut of a belier atandard of Lving for
the peasant; and  gavo reascns for this view in {he account or my last
tour {ibid., 356). My experence oz this tour and subsequent epguiries hav
sexved only to strengthen this convicton (1934).

Z A little over three ysaris,

5 Bee p. 74
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her ? Alsc we cat this mear ourselves.” And a lusiy voice added :
“Who will keep a Larcen woman r  Who then will keep a barren
cow?’ A rtemark which set all fifty of us laughing loudly. If
only the Hindu would discriminate in the same way, cattle-breeding
south of the Sutlej would be much casier

But if religion prevents Hindus taking life whether cows are
good or bad, it also disposes them to special efforl to preserve it in
times of stiess. Last year av Berd, when the drought was at 1cs
worst and only cleven seers of fodder cuald be had {or a rupee as
against eighty now, many Bauias ‘diopped’ fodder in the way of
the mose famshed beasts, aud four of them spent from Rs. 1,000
to 2,000 n previsiomng ihe open spaces where the cattle collect
every morning for the day's grazing. Many animals were kept
alive in tlis way, and betet still iv drew togethss Bania and Jat,
who in this district ate much opposed.  Tlhis is nol an isolated case,
for the same was also done at Bhiwani in Hissar.?

in a ttact much given lo catile-breeding and the fatiening ot
stock, facilities for purchiase and sale are essential. In boin Rohtak
and Hissar, therefore, many cattle fairs are heid and
arcended by buyers from far and wuie—Paihaus
{rown ihe nortn, Sikh Jats from the cenural distiicts,
zemindars from those south of the Sutlej, and dealers from across
the jumma aud as far soulh as Agra. Geneially cowpetdion is
prisk and good prices rule, but owing to the drought and slump the
cupply at present greatly exceeds the demand, and zemindars wlo
have just been 1o he faic at Dujdna say—" Not a purchaser catue.””
In the village, catile are ofiew sold on wedit, but at fairs, as dealings
are largely belween stiangers, cash has to Le pad, hard cash Loo,
not notes. fo meel the demand fo1 rupees, which may run to
some lakbs, ihe District Board contracts with a irader to exchange
notes for cash and allows him to charge a smail comrussion ot eacht
tansaction. Tlds Is all very piiinitive, bui the pedsant camuot
read and is 50 " 1nad * (as it was said) that he canuot tell a good noie
fiom & bad, and would never nolice if the two Lalves of a note
did nol tally. There is danger, too, from the cattie. & Jat left
his shawi lying on the ground with some notles iied up in a corner
of it (homespuns nave no pockets). Tne lust thing he had secrewed
ihere was gur, sud o pleasant atoma still Hogered aboul it. This

Cattle frire
and cash

3 Pb. geg Dngy, Bipt, 138,

2 The enquiries rnade during my tour svggest that by March 1931 cattle
prices had fallen from zo to 3o per cent, but at the fair held 2t Jahazgarh
{Rohtalk) about that time the price of bullocks dropped 43 per sent, averagiag
Rs 45 az agaiost an average of Re 79 for the three previong vears  Builaloes
dropped only 27 per cent, probably because wilh the lover cost of feeding,
much cattle are now in greater demand in the town (1931).
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atiracled the attontion of a passing cow, and that was the end of
the notes. I can well believe the lale since the same f{ate once
befell a statistical fragment (in manuscript) of The Punjab Peasant,
which I had imprudently left in a tent pitched in the grounds of
the Secretariat at Lahore.

13 Feoruary.—Beri tu jajjar (g mites)

Half the day—ten to two—was spent with forty-five Jats of
Beri, all Hindus and eighteen of them ex-scldiers. We met in g
large upper room of the town hall--Beri has 8,000
inhabilants—and amongst those sitting on chairs on
either side of me were a veleran Honorary Captain, a Risaldar, and
a Subedar, all retired officers. In the verandah outside was a little
fleet of country-made shues left by the many who squatted ou the
Hoor. [ourteen ol the latter were literate, and amongst them was
a Jat who bad Gecomec a trader. He had been a Quartermaster-
Sergeant in the army, and the inhioduction of the ration system
duiing the wat gave him an insight into business, In xgr7, when
prices weut up with a tush, he opened a smali shop and set up in the
grain matket as o comunission agent. He has been engaged 1n it
ever since, and one could see from nis erect attitude as he sat on
the ground and his lean resolute face thad he had both capacity and
eneigy : and though his only education was a smattering of Hindi
picked up in the army, he had made good, and with the heip of
& soidier brother was cultivating his land as well. Seven more
have followed his exarpie, wnd all agreed that they were better
off than those who only cultivated. To prove this tiie Capiam
gol up, and advancing upon one of them seized his hand and pointed,
amid genesal laughter, 1o the gold riugs on one of nis fingers. Others
also irade and go off with their carts to big towns like Meerut and
bring back gur, cotlon, aud seed, which they seil to the shopkeepers
at & smali profit, 1t is the old story of the small hoider who cannot
live un his land. Laud is aniirigated and from 20 o 235 acres are
requited o engage a plough and 2 yoke oi builocks fully and support
a family of fow or five* Many have less thar this; the Risaldar,
for example, 123, aud the Quartermaster only 1T acies. Such men
by combiniug trading wiill furtning are often better off {han those
with larger hoidings, and I cunnot recollect ever coming acioss
a peusant trader who was not wletably well-to-do.3

Peasant vraders

The cow was accustomed io graze there, ana this perhaps accounts
for Let curipus sasta i

%2 AL T asked in Rohtek and Gurgson said much fhe same: most put
the acea at about ¢1 acres (10q kachha bighas).

3 Corapare, for iratance, Buchhal Xaldn {p, 44)
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Although so much trading is done and three officers were
present, no one keeps a cheque book or even understands its use.
Two, however, sometimes use drafts (hundis) for
remittance, and the Quartermaster keeps accounts of
his business on the three book system, though not of his household
expenditure. Only the Captain and the Risaldar'do this. More
cultivaiots keep accounts than one would suppose. Near Tatn
Taran I came tpon « Siki: jul who had kept them for lus izo acres
ever since he left the Khalsa Caollege in 1918, and yesterday two
retired soldiers, a sergeant aud a sepuy, told me they had regular
accounting years and balanced their accounts yearly,® The sepoy
has peen doing this for the last fifteen years and said that whereas
just after the war he made a profit of Rs. 8oo, it each of ihe last
three years he has losi sums varying from Rs, 3z to y5. The
Sergeant also spuke of loss, aiouncing last year to Rs. 152-9,

Beri has suffered so severely from the drought that ils land
revenue has had to be suspended in five ouc of the jast six harvests.
o Fortunately about 100 of its yuunger men aie soldiers,
;SE &;"2%‘;& ¢ and 100 of its older men military pensioners. We saw

in the Sait Range that the army couid bring pros-
perity : hee it has been a shield aguinst adversity and has saved
the people from acute distiess. The [odder largesse of the Banias
has also nelped, and jewellery has been sold, thouglh Lo liitle advan-
tage, since in the south-cast most of it is 1 silver and silver lias
fallen heawily m pice. Much carting, too, lias been done, aud
unemploved members oi the family have gone oft to the giain
markets o load and unload casts.  * Then Jats do not mind working
as ccolies,’ I said, This was too much for the vid Captain, to whom
the traditions of his race are deur. “Those wio do that,” he
exciahmed with warlike fire, * are not Jats. Even at lds lasi brea
a Jat will not do coolie work.” * They will not do this near their
homes,” sai1d a pacifying vowe, © Dut they may if they are far away.’
The old war-horse gave another snort—" To us ihere is great hatred
of coolie work.” And so would the true Jat say all over the province.
it 15 only north of the Jhelum thai tie small peasant propriefor will
work ireely in chis way, and he, too, naturally likes his village to Le
vut of sight. This adaptability is one of the reasons why ihe
small holder is less indebted in the north than anywhere eise,*

In prolonged drought greal economdes must obviously be
practised, and where men depend for most of ieir food on what
iheir hields produce, the stomach feels the pinch at once. Mashins,

Accounts

¥ Cf. pp. 168, 169, 222 and Rusticus, 241, 252~3, 260.
2 Peasamt, 79-50.
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to sorme extent, can make up a shortage of grain by an increased
ration of meat, which the inevitable slaughter of
cattle makes cheap and abundant.? But the Hindu
Jat is a strict vegetarian and will not touch even
eggs. In spite of this—he would say because of il—in courage,
endurance, and grit he is the equal of any meat-loving Muslim, and
I doubt whether in the whole world could be found a better adver-
tisement for vegetarianism, He derives his great strengih almost
entirely {rom the sacred cow, and in listemng to the details of his
daily diet one understood why tiie cow was sacred. The Subedar,
u sturdy broad-chested fellow of 43, said that Lthe ration that suited
him best was 13* seers of milk a duy with four ounces of ghi and
eight of cream. But the Subedar is belier off than most, and the
ordinary Jat’s diet was said to be hait 4 seer of curds when he gecs
up; another haif-seer 1n the flelds at {en o'clock ; thiee ounces of
ghi at mid-day, and from three-quarters to a seer of milk in the
evening ; plus, of course, bread (of miilet in winter, and wheat in
summel), vegetables, sugar, and 1ice. Bul uow buttermilk and
perridge (rebri) do duty for the wmorning caids, and che 1ation of ghi
is 1educed to halt an ounce, and of wilk to haif a pound. No one
poes lwngry, and as much is eaten as belore—mose bread, for
instance, wow ihal less milk 1s available—but there is neither
quality nor variety. ‘The belly is filed, but ihe body is not
nourished.’3

Then there are the economdes in diess. Shirts die a few incles
shorter, dhoties less voluminous, and for importani occasions
people borrow each other’s plumes. And much moe
spiing is done.  In the Captain’s house the spinmg
wheels ave whirring again aflter {en years’ silence, and four maunds
of yarn are awaiting the weaver’s loom. Few families had given
up spinming, but, as we have found elsewhere,* most are working
their wheels harder than before. Iu iore prosperous times, ihe
clothes required {or the bride and the mother-in-law wete obtained
from the bazaac, but mauny now cannot afford to get anytiuug in
this way. Colton, tuo, is clwaper thau it has peen lor years, and
women are taking advaniage of this and of their Loilday from field
work to spin yarn for thein daugliler’s troussean. It is one of the

Food and
vegstarianism

Clothas

T See Rusiscus, 142.

4 Nearly 2% pimrs v o seer iz 1) pints (32 o0s). Not everyone in the
EBast is fond of wmilk: cf.’ One intelligant Malay . . . explrined that the
idea of drinking fresh Tmlk was to him and many other people rather dis-
gosting. Tt was toe near the sow” (C. P Sirickiand, Condrasés of the Indion
and Malgar Countrycids, lectare to Central Asisa Society 1u29).

3 Cf the Hissar Jats, 135.

+ CLopo340
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few happy effects of the drought that their masriages are being
deferred. With boys this is difficult: in the Punjab the shortage
of women is so great® thal no father dare postpone ihe marriage
of a son once a suitable bride is found ; but much less is being spent.
This process began after the war. During the war many from
Beri served abroad and saw and heard many new things. When
they care back they called a panchayat, and 1t was decided ihat
there should be no more funeral feasts, that dowries shouid not
exceed Rs. 0o, thal the vilage servams should get ouly Rs. 11
wsiead of the castoinary Rs. 73, and tha. Jais should no longer
sell their daughiers.* ‘ Many speeches wele made,” said the old
Captain, now feeling well up-to-date, ‘ and we {oid the psople that
to sell tneir daughters was as bad as being dacoits.’

The influence of the army upon the peasant has been one of the
things that have interesied e most on this wur, and wonderiug
whether 1t extended 10 the zendna, I said cautiously :

‘It is well known tiat your wonen wock harder
than any other women in the Punjab, perhaps harder
than any n the world.”

‘Yes, they work very haid, bul t"xey are not as strong as
i.hc:_y were. Delowe the dLOughL Luey could it thO pltuhclb of
water on to theit heads unaided : now they waut help

‘ Those who do not live in Routak say you work your woinen
like slaves, and that they have no tune to look after their children.’

‘ No, not like slaves,” said the Captain deprecatingly ; ‘ butitis
true thete is no one w0 luok aiter the chiidren except vhe 0ld meu,
and all they do is to pat and pel them when they coy. DBul we ate
irying to change lhis. Yel, if in a house there are only man and

wife, she must help him in everything, or the work will not be done.”
* Does a woman do all a man does?

‘ Yes, 2 woman does all a man does except pleugh, sow and
livesii—fo1 these there is wo cuslum—, and she becomes very
sicong. Those who have much care taken of them canuot reach
ihe staudard of ow women. However, since e war we have been
trymg to give them less work., Some give the work of manure to
the sweeperess; and the cutting of the thorn bushes for fuel and
for hedges has been forbidden by the pauchayat., Thau s a matiec
of izzat: it is not well thal a woinan siiould go oui into ihe ‘jangal’
alone.’

* Who wmade these changes first ¢’

The avmy and
the zemana

T According to the censue of 1931 males in the Punjab exceeded femaleq
by 2-18 millions (total population 233 multions).

# Cf. the Bagri Jats on pp. 162, 163.
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“The soldiers. They have more care for these things, and
their homes are cleancr and better arranged than those of others.
Before the war women had no izzat and men beat them with shoes
(general langhter), but now much light has spread, and beating is
stopped, and a woman has two annas’ worth of izzat. That is
because we went to Europe.’

I bad gained the information I wanied and we now slitheied
into politics. The mass of the members Liud withdrawn, and ouly
those who sat on chairs were lefr, Amongst the Juts driven iorth
by tle arought was vne who had found a living by serving Congress.
They sliook their heads over this, aud when I asked whether the
ordinary villager knew anything about the political events of the day,
they said they all knew even about the Round Table Conference.
I askad what they thought of the Conference. ''We cannot taik
about that here,” said the Caprain in mysierious tones, And he
added signiicantly : ' Wil you be free for interviews to-day?’
Unfortunately it was atter two, and I had still nwe miles to ride
and muoch work to do.. The officers accompanied me on {oot 1o
the edge of the open plain, and when I gut un to my horse, the dear
old Captain Sahib, raising his white puggatee and hfting it high
ovesr his grizzled head, cailed out in an eager high-pitched voice
abnost cracking with loyalty: " Hip, hip, hwrrab; Hip, hip,
hwrah'; aod his wrinkled bearded face shone with boyish glee.
The two others responded with middle-aged decorum.



CHAPTER XI
ROHTAK, DELHI, AND GURGAON

JaT AND RAJPUT WOMEN—GOVERNMENT LOANS—CONSOLIDATION
orF HoLrpings

WE rode on talking, and observing nothing, because there was
nothing to observe. The brown plain lay around us and the west
wind followed us and gritty dust enveloped us. It was a country
of ‘thorns and briers and nigh unto cursing ".* A Rohrak Jat
official on leave was with me, and apropos of what we had just
heard, I asked him about the life of the Jatni,* He thought that
go per cent were happy in their homes and that hardiy 1 per ceni
were of bad character (badchalaw), and he attributed this to the
systera of early 1narriage, which prevais in ths Hindu tract.3
He bimself was married al eleven, and wany Hindu peasants
beleve themselves ubliged by their religion Lo marry Jeir daughuers
beiore, or as soon as they reach the age of puberty.# The Sarda
Act in making 1t iilegal for a girl to be married under the age of
fourteen is trying to stop this3 but last year in India. when 1t
was ou the point of cowing inwo foree, chiidren m their thousands,
even babes in arms, were fulmally icariied. Cominuing, my
vompanion said ;¢ Bul what 1 will say is the gieatest 1easonr wiry
men and women live happily together in Rohtak is that they look
upon themseives as ithe slaves of their husbands and think it
diein duty to de their bidding in everything. They know, and
claim no cglis. Aud a great ieason wuy they are virtuous is
that they work so hard.” No one who has wotked hard widd aispuce
this. I asked him when his wife got up.

‘ She rises at four and grinds fot one or two hows, When we
are all av home, she does ten seers a day, which takes about iwo
hours. Aud if she has no grinding to do, she says:—'* 1 have had
no exercise {o-day . I caunot Qigest,” After the grinding she
heais the water for ihe bath, milks the buifaloes, Jeaus the house—
the sweeperess does the byte—and piepares the morning meal,

Hebrews vi, 8,

Jat womarn,

CE Rusticus, 40,

Cf. 1bid., 40, 103, 1I0.
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And at Jifferent times during the day she spins, draws the water
from the well and brings it in on her head, one pot set upon another.’

" And does she help in the field work as well 7 °

‘ She helps in everything except ploughing and sowing. With
us it is a sham~ for a married woman to sow, for it would mean
that you have no man to do it for you :  go and sow "—is therefore
a term of abuse, and only widows do it. Ii a woman's hushand
is away, she emnploys a Chamar to do it for her.’

* With so much ic do, how can she look after her children ?’

‘She has too much work fo1 thut. She does not lock after
hers.’

" Wheu does she go to bed ¢’

‘At ten. Six hours’ sieep is enough for hei. She is very
strong.  She used to make the dung-cakes, but six or seven years
ago, as we were ali educated, we said 1t was not good, and now
the sweeper’s wite does it.’

‘ Is your wife then educated?’

‘No. It is a marter of regret, If she were educated, she
would insist on living with me, and 1 would be much better,
Now 1 leave her ai howme fo look atter the lamily household, Most
men in Rkohtak aie agains. ihe education of girls, fearing it will
make them less dependent. In the central Punjab (he is serving
there) the women have some education, and they arc the masters
of their husbunds. ‘What is bad about an uneducated wife 1 that
she canuol irain o1 educate her chiidren. Nor can she make goud
arvangements (snirzam) for her house, or keep accoants of the
gxpenses.  Nor does shie keep things in order.  An educared woman
will see Jiat clotnes are kept clean and the vessels spotless, And
she will give some traiming io her children. At present they
receive nome—uone wnatever, They are aliowed 1o relieve Lhem-
setves how and when ey please, and on one occasion a boy in 1ny
village fouled his bed afier his bride came to live with him, and when
they heard of it the village jaughed.’

14 February—Jhagjar to Zakidpur {g miles
9

At jhajjar, a townlet of 12,000 inhabitanis, we were lodged
in vhe old fortified bungalow of « Nawab who took the wrong side
1 the Muting and paid for it with his neck, I was awakened by
the pleasant sound of water swishing on fo the ground from the roof.
The rain bad come at last ; but it sooi. thongbt better of it, and all
it gave was a bare quarter of an inch.

We left Jhajjac at ihree, and thanks {u vie rain were iree
at last of the dust which has enveloped us since Sitsa., We also
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saw hills, very low but clearly hills and promising
an end to the endless plain. Wec stopped at a
village called Saildna and found things in a bad
way. About a hundred were present, and most of them were
Jats, but they were very different from the Jats of the last fortnight.
Though still in Rohtak, we had suddenly passed into the atmosphere
of Gurgaon—dirty, feckless, and uahealthy. Eight ex-soldiers
were present, and looking at iheir physique one woundeied how
any of them had gol iuto the army. Even the most alerl amongst
them was thin and narrow-chested. Al the evils of an unhealthy
situation have been accentuated by a succession of bad harvests.
This time the complaint was not of too Lttle water, Lut of tou
much; for m the rans floods come sweeping down from the
neighbouring Lills and wash away the crops or make sowing
unpossivle.  And when the monsoon passes, no more rain comes
for months and the spring havvest fails. There was much soreness
because ther last revenue instalment had wol bLeen suspended
like Saildnis, a village only a stune’s throw away. We called 1L
patwari, and when he said that the villageis could pay, they all
el upon lita.  * Were you asleep when the crops were drowned ?°
His registers showed Lhat half the ciop had matured, but he admitted
that conditions in Sailéna and Saildmi weie identical. Saildm
however had auocther paiwazili

Amongst the viltage servants, all bul the weak and the aged
nave left the village: bDalf the Chamdrs have gone, and &Lfteeu
out of seveuteen families of sweepers have migrated to Jind,
05 miles away. The Jaw stii hold their barren ground: a few
went to Dellu in search of work Lut came back disappointed.
They have got through in the usual way, by selling cattle, jewellery,
and todder, and by berrowing. The two viliages seul 130 caitle
w this week's fair at Dujdna, bul only two were sold. Though
they are Hiudus, buliock aud butialo are freely zold,® but ‘ only
vne or baif o one’ will sell a cow. When there 1s not enough for
them to eat ‘ they die at their pegs ",

Yesterday's talk about lhe Jal woman set e wondering
whether it would not be possible to hear from her owa hps what

. she thought about life, and when a very discreet
ﬁm‘_:;rh old aiddie-aged iadian colleague oifered to help me, I

decided to 1make the atterupl. The house selecied was
that of a forme1 hesdman wiio liad fallen on evil days. Fifteen of his
sixteen acres were mortgaged, aud uuable exther to pay or to collect
ihe Jand revenue, he had had to make way for another. Huis
house betrayed his poverty, The porch was just large enough

L Cf Rusticus, 19, 97, 110,

A depressed
village
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to hold a trough and a pair of bullocks ; the courtyard corresponded,
and the verandah opening on 1o it was blocked with three beds
on which he, his wife, and five children sleep under three quilts,
Through the verandah was their one room, the usual cave of
darkness. The bins were empty, and they have to buy barley
for food. They make it into chapatis and eat it dry with boiled
grecus made from grain leaves, but without either butier vu gni;
and they Lave no milk, for their wwo cows have died during the
drought and no one has any mulk for sale in the village.”

The poverty was extreme, and smail wouder. There have
been eight children, of whom five survive. The eldest was bon
wien the mother was only 14. He s dead, so too the boy that came
after him, and the fasi to be born, a twin, died hve mouths after
birth, His brother remaius, but iy can hardly be for jong. His
tmother said he was in his secoud yeai, bue he locked barely four
months old and at most 10 Ib. in weighi. She 1s still norsing
him—she has nursed all Ler children two lo {wo-and-a-half years—
buc how can a mothet nuwse who drinks o mitk? Even as we
talked, the bitle shrunken mite reached its tiny head dowun to the
parched Lieast and groped aboul it valuly with hand and mouti,
Tt was & »ighl to draw {ears ivom stone. Yet why these eighi
children ¢ That was the first cause of poverty.

The second was lke wuto i, The eldest dauginer was married
twu years ago at the age of uine, and though the village was already
pluclied with drought, Rs. 300 were spent upon the wedding.
Rs. 200 were borrowed from the bauk au 12} per cent, aud because
the bank would give no more, auother Ry, 200 were teken Hom Je
money-lender at 183 per cent. Needless to say, not an anna has
been repaid. Much the same was done when a sun was married,
and now the ex-headman owes Rs. 848, most of which (Rs. 635;
Lears interest at 18§ per cent. He cannot blame his father fur ms
nusfurtunes, for he left no debts. Nor has he anycing very
material 1o show for s daughier's wedding . no ornaments were
bought, the bridegioomn was given Rs. 100 in cash, aud one hundied
guests were enternained fur wo days.

Su far we had beeun talking almost entirely to tiw nusband,
We now itwmed to the wile. Married at the age of fvai—her
husband was nine—she had her first Jhild at fourleen, and when
she was nursing het second daughter, they beth got plague, and her
danghter still bears its mmark, for her waist is uniy half the size
of her sister’s.  In spite of tueir poverty both girls (aged 11 and 8)
were weauing small gold nose nings, The moiher gels up in the

* ‘Even well-to-do families do withowt milk if they have no milch
cattle © (Punjab Vilage Swroey, No. 3).
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twilight to grind the barley, then washes herself and her infant,
nurses the infant, cleans the compound, draws the waier, cooks
the breakfast, and takes out her husband's portion to the fields.
On her way back she brings in some fuel, spins for an hour or two,
draws more water, cocks the evening meal and so on. ‘Do you
not feel tired at the end of all this?’

*One is ased io it.”
* Aud do you never sleep by day?’

For half an houi—only when il is hol.” In the cold weather
the infant 1s washed every day and the olher childien every three
ot four days ; 1 the hot. all wash iwice o day. Cloches are washed
iwice o week. Despite aid her poverty and care, the mother had
a certain air of refinement and beavty, and-—most surprising—
not a wrinkle w her youug oval face. Head and shoulders were
gracefully draped 1 a red flowered shawl, and below she wore a
heavy pleated skirt. Her liitle feckiess husbaud was wn soiled
Lomespun, and standing bare-foot side by side the two lovked at us
witl the {tnwocence and helpiessniess of chiidien who have lust thei
way but have barely iealized che fact, No fault of thewrs 1s it that
they have taken so many wrong {wuinngs; for who has been theie
to guide them, and who is there now tu lead them back to security?
Born in the darkness of the cave, ithey seen doomed fo live all
their ives in darkness, until the light of the [uaeral pyre guides
them who kuows where ¢

We rode on in silewce, aud tne cloudy day drew io a close
i lowermg suasel fire,

i3 Fehruavy—Helt

Sunday, and spent m clearing off arrears of work, In the
afternoon we had a look at our surroundings. Within a ring of
low hilis lies a broad shallow valley, and from the

i‘é‘lf::fglg” mddle of this rises a hillock which has sprouted into
the little village of Zahidpur. Anxious to repeat

yesterday’s experiment, my colleague and I approached the newest
house, a fine bulldmg of well pointed 1ed brick, Passing thiough
the gateway, we found ourselves in a spacious vestibuie divided ia
two by a colonnade of thiee arches rising, almost soaring to their
peiriz from thiee short pillars of stone with ruuely mouwded capitals.
Beyond was the usual courtyard with verandals and windowless
rovtns, The Louse belonged t0 a family of Hindu Jats, aud its
listory was guven us by two widows, the joinl mistresses of lhe
household, At fasy they concealed their faces belund ragged
shawls, bui becoming animaied by their narrative, they drew them
aside and talked 1o us as freely as any peasaut women m Euarove.
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In this house had once lived four brothers, who like Job had greatly
prospered. Inheriting only twelve acres, they iovk more on rent,
and m time, being frugal and hard-working and spending little on
their marriages, they accumulatied several thousand rupees and took
200 acres on mortgage. Then came ‘the disease of Khattak’,
as the terrible influenza outbreak of 1918 is called after the month
in whiclt il came, and three of the fouwt brothers died. Four years
later the fourth died aiso, and there remained these two widows
and six chuldien. The Duilding of the house was begun after the
war and took five years. The architect was a mason from jhajjac,
and he and the caipeuter were the vuly two men employed. The
1imber {or the roof was bought, but both bricks and dme were made
by Llie family, and tney also supplied the iaboui. Even so the house
cost nearly Rs, 4,000 and absorbed the savings of fifteen years:
“wath hand and fooi we earnec it.” Then came the drought, and
now things are difficult, though not neariy as difficult as in yestei-
day’s house. ‘Lhete are two bufialoes Lo keep 1he chuldren in mulk,
and iney even provide giic for sale. TFor four they are usmg
bariey harvested two years ago—uol very fiesh or appetizing but
at least uf theic own sowing, Out of 1l they nake chapeands, which
they geerally eat with a Havouring of gram leaves but suwetiines
only with pepper and sait.

The widows bolh woie dlothes of the coarsest homespui,
as ragged and dirty as oid cloats. We asked the more talkative
whether she had any betler. - These ate my siiks,’ she replied
piofiering the folds of her shawl; ‘and ithey do nw protecr me
froma Lhe cold.”  She was furty-three, and entirely lacked the 1eiiue-
ment of yesterday’s fatui,® but through her coarse features shone
a vigour proclaiming the workei tather chan the woman., Yescer-
day's Julni gets up at dawn, which seems early enough, but thus
one rises two hours pefore daylight (v grind, acd siuce her husband
died sheeven sows.?  Tasked wnether she ever slepe in the alternoon
* Smee 1 catne to your Honour's district (hete shic sulaamed) T Liave
never once slept by day.’ She came from peyond the hills and
was married so young lhat she could not remember her coining.
She had her fiest child at fifteeu, and seven more tollowed, but
ouly four survive. She nursed éach in turn (il ihe next came.
After biith she vested from ten fo twenty days. (Yeswerday's
Jatni rested u wonth,) I asked her whether sie made any differ-
ence berween boy and gitl.  “Nou,” she replied and her vigorous
voe suddenly melted into the gentle caressmg tones of the
mother . ‘In the eyes of the mother and fuiher boy and gird are
one,” In saupues she washes almost every day; in winter, every

* Jat woman. 2 Cf. p, 158,
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three or four days. er daughter was married at fiftcen, and all
they gave the bridegroom was Rs. 25 in cash and two suits of
clothes; and only twenty came with the marriage party. How
different {rom yesterday, and the two cases throw a flood of light
upon the causes of poverty. This family, to start with, had less
land, but it has the two qualities that everywhere make for pros-
perity—vigour and thrift. The result is, neither pestilence nor
drought has crushed it.

Bui thie two families have vne thing in common, and in greater
o1 1ess Jegree they have it in cornmon with aiilious of ouher famiiies

3 iu 1ndia, and alsv, il would seem, in Russia.® Each
cﬁh‘;%rfn“s’ﬁul 4 has had eight children and iost seveial : of the sisteen
2 woman have ? only nine survive. This suggested an obvicus traiu

of thwught and led to a remarkable conversation
between tlie Jatni and iy colieag ue.

‘ How inany children do you think a woman should liave?
he asked.

¢ Mother earth 1s not satisied with the amount ol her saiu,
nor 1s mother woman with the number of her children. A baiien
field and a barren wouwan, who will 1ake them ?

‘But canuol a woiuan have too many children ?

‘Without chiidien how can we have meil, anl willioul aen
who will look after God’s creatures, and who will dig the tanks that
they may have water to drink ?°

‘ But 1if there are many cnitdren, will they not be poor ?

‘Torun the woild both rich and poor are needed. If all are
rch like you, who wiil cut the grass fuy your horse?’

‘How will you feed many children ? '

‘It is not a mothe’s worik 1o do this. Her wotk is to_bear
them and to rear them, Other things God will provide,’

“Can a woman, then, not have too many children ? '’

‘ No number is wou great.  In four days che disease of Khatrak
TouK away three men from ruy famnidy.

‘in Hwupe people would have lew children, for they have
anxiets how they shall iive cud what they shall vat.’

" They are foole {smurabh) 4o think ke thus. God has given
them to rule over other countries, and we nave lost ithis country
becatse we kilied oue dauginers.

* f There was hzadly » mother in the valhiage wino was spared the agony
of a chid’s untimely deeth Thsy saccumbed ¢n easily, these peasant
childrer, to the onslanght of smallpox, croup and all manner of fevers and
gpasms. I could not be otherwise so long as people hved in il-sm-llmng,
snvent-lated one reom auts and shared these with ‘thoeir pigs and chckans
and calves’ (Fhrdas, op, eit, 23)

2 Cf. the remark on, p. 131,
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* Gandhi-ji also wants pecple to control the number of tleir
cluldien.’

‘ How many has he got 7 *

* T am not sure, but I think he has four.’

‘That {s what T have got; and who will listen to me after
I have given birth to so many’ (meaning, why then listen to
Gandhi-ji 7).

‘ One more question—What did you take to get you well after
giving birth to a child 7’
‘Dried ginger, sugar, ghi, and flour of wheat, all mixed to-
gether.’
T That 15 very rich,’

‘T is like giving manure to the earth after the crop is cut.

Heie indeed was the voice of the earth itseli, But, said my
colleague, sach woman are rare. They are rare anywhere,

Urthappily, this househoid is not typical of the village. T'ncse
who gathered for our bank meeting had not a happy look. There

were all the outward and visible signs of poverty
Another and bad health —suaken cheeks, sallow complexions,
g‘? ;;Z“‘" perplexed and disdlusioned iooks, narrow chests,
discolouied ioosely-folded puggarees, and old home-

spun clothes. Omne soldier was present. and he was the only one
who could read. In iwo out of the last four harvests the land
revenue has had to be suspended, and the census just taken shows
cnly 51 houses iwhabited agamst 72 ten years ago. The interesc
of the bank is 23 yews in arrears, aud debt avetages Rs. 845 a hiead.
Holdings are laiger 1liau usual and average 32 acres,” but harvests
are so precarious that a family of four or five reqyuires over zo acres
to sopport it. Theie has beea no wnarriage smee june 192y, and
since theu uo loan has been given by eiilier money-lender or bauk.
Started in fgzy, the bank has been paialysed by adversity, Yet
when we suggested tuat 1t snould be closed, there was strong protesi.
In ine central Punjab il is rave to find cultivators reduced to a single
builock, put in this urea, siuce the drought, il is not wucoinmon,
and newe there are sald io be ten iu tlus case, and all had more
thaut oue bollock before the diought. Now when they wam to
plough, they musu jon forces with each other* FPressed by

+ Bxcluding two large owners, 25 acres.

® I g vidage seen a tew daye later near Celti T found Afsen cultivatois
with only one butlock eacd, and five with noae at all.  Curioudly, in Gurdag.
pur at a meetiog of the Lakhan Banking Union (p. 239) the possibility
that a culivate, should bave only ous baliock was created as absurd, butin
Sielkat at the mesting of the Chavinds Union {n. 257} some wers said to
be in this case, and touring in the north in the aufuron of 1932, T found that
an appreciable number had been reduced to it by the depression.
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necessity ninc servants have left the village and taken their families
with them, and only four remain. Twenly Jals have also gone,
but without their farilies

Remembering yesterday’s talk about politics and the interest
said to be laken in them by the Jat,* I said :—

* Why do you think prices have fallen ? *

“ Because of Cangress-Mangress, Ausiialia, and
Japan,’ said tne Treaswer, au intelligent but liiterale
man squatting m front of us.

‘ Who toid you thus ? '

* [ heard 1o in Delhi’

¢ And what has Cougress doue 7 °

‘ They have doue us great harm. Tley got 4 lease of a weli
here from a man who has land i our village but Iives in auother,
and sazd they would maxe salt* and give hum a tenth of what they
made. In the old days, fifty years ago or more, we used 10 make
salt 1 iLe water is Lrackish, Five or seven men came ; the zaildar
told us o tuin thein out ; we ook our staffs, the whole village, and
drove them out . daey did not stay more Lhan a day.

When [ asked theru whether they had hicard of those who have
been to Eurcpe for a conference, they replied : * We are like calile
and nave no knowledge.’ And such, in one form or another, is
tie peusant reply alinost wherever I go.

Polities

16 February —Zakadpur to Farvihanagar (9 wmiles)

We rode away through green fields, and sc unfamiliar have
they become thiat it seemed a land of plenty  Yet there was little
promise of aburdarce : wheat and barley stood barely two feet high
and were palpably stunted by the drought. As ever the sky was
overcast, but the half-hour splash al Jhajjar is all that has come
of it. A few miles brought us to Kutdni, a village which belongs
to a family of Hindu Rajpuis. Like many others in inis once
munly {iact, they lve i a sewi-forticss, During the Mutiny ii
was altacked by the Nawab of Jliajjar’s men, who blew up the gaus,
as mnay still be seen, Behieving ali was iust, the grandfather of hun
who told us the tale took his sword and with his own hand slew
the twelve purdah ladies of his zenana to save them trom dishonour,
and then escaped.

The true Rajpui, whether Hindu or Musiim,
always keeps lis iadies 1n puidal, and heie it is he
grim affair of four walls, I was surpiised, theigture, {o find four a1

Purdak

I p. 186
2 By evaporation,
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five girls attending the boys’ school ; but, like many others,® the
people see no harm in this up to a certain age. The age they named
was eight, as purdah begins at nine, The four-walled purdah is so
repugnant to the western mind that, whenever one meets it, one
wonders how people justify it. 1 could not help, therefore, remark-
ing —

* The other day, Muslim Rajputs told us they kept purdah
because it was the order of their religion. Why do you Hindus
keep it v’

' Ii is a malier of custom.’

* Do your ladies grind ?’

* No, our house is an old one : we are born of Rijas: we cannot
therefore let thiemn grind, But ihey spin, aud some iake socks
and gloves.’

‘ Then they get no exercise ?

‘ That is a matter for God.’

‘Do they never go out ?’

* Nu, they do not even know the ianes of the village. Very
rarely they go to tlhe town. Then they wear a chaddar,® not a
burqa®—that is worn by Muslims."

* You are educated men. Does the thought ever come to you
that purdah should be inade weaker ?’

¢ The thougin counes into our heart, but we put it far from us.
The wouen, too, are against il. They say they would have to
draw the water and work in the flelds. It is the custom of our
iathers and our grandiathers, and we cannot change it

The Muslim Rajputs referred to above were those of Gaddi
Baldla.? There our discussion about purdah was enlivened by the
presence of a Hinda Jai from a non-purdah village. Hearing
a Rajput {ell me that their womenivik never went outside, he
remarked ironically : " A maan ploughs all ithe morning, and in the
vverng ne has te bring in fuel that he may have someihing to eat.’
This miid sally provoked lively remonstrance. ‘ We do not want
vur women to go vut into the lanes,’ said one. * We don't want to
live on the eamnings of ihe women,’ said another. And a third.
* We do not think that a woman is a tling to go out (nikalnwali Lhiz),
nor a thing to look at (dekhanwaii cidz), nor a thing to take service
{eou.”

‘Bui how (I asked) can they remaiu sirong if ithey do not
go oui 7’

I Ci. pp. 32: 79, 176, but ses aiso p. 6i.
2 Cotton shawl,

i Cofiton cleak with hood.

+ .38,
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* Withoul doubt they are growing weaker, but their spirit is
still streng.’

‘ Then you will grow weaker, too.”

‘ Set us to any work and we will do it straight,” was the stout-
hearted reply. A little later we learnt that the outcast sweeperess
was the midwife. “ A maiter for laughing,” was my foolish comment
on the pitilul contrast, Wiser was my colleague’s word— A
matter for crying.’

How women get through the aay jailed inside the not very
large vilage houses vne cau ouly guess. Ar Kutani they do no

. milking or washing, and ileir only exeicise is v
ﬁ;’:ﬁih e churn the mulk, and this is said to be the case in
fifteen or twenty villages m this tuhbsil. Al Gaddi
Balala the women can at least grind. and that this is good for their
health is shown by what two Rajputs, cne a Hindu and the other
a Muslim, wll ine. The Fiudu says that a Rajput neighbour of his
once consulted a doctor about his wife, who was ailiug. The
dontor, who was evidently something ol a psychologis, tuld her
to grind a seer oi flour every day und give it to the cow. She
followed his advice and got wett i no time, and as a pious Hindu
atttibuted her recovery to the daily act of charity to the sacred
cow ! The Muslim Rajput tells me that when his uncle returued
after wauy years in Austialia, observiug the unheallliy iooks of
the purdah ladies of his family and believing thal it was due Lo
their having given up grnging—in his abseace an oil engmne had
been set up in the village—he sent for them and said: "1 do not
wish to save what is spent upon the engine—1 have pleniy of
money—but you wiil ail be healinier if you grind, aud the Sour
will be better.”> Now all get up easly and giind for an hou or two
and are much {he better fot it. [t may safely be said that when
a purdah lady gives up gunding, il is tume she came out of purdah.
I Lear of another Rajput, ior instance, a gazetted officer, who kept
his wife in such seclusion that, even when she went from Ler roou
to the kitchen, which was in the couiiyaid, she had wo be coupletely
cluaked, 3She was gradually losing the use of her legs, whea a
uon~purdain {riend, realiziug this, started talung her out for strolis
afier sunset, and this saved her,

In Koténi the tenant Rajputs cannot atford to be so strict as
the landiords, and their women not only grind buw slip vut urto the
fields moimng and evening ; bul even they do wo field work., As
1 rode away, even as when I arrived, an aged waterau emptiied
a skin of watcl on the ground before e, Ee did not go unrewarded

1 Cf. Rusticus, 163.
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for this immemorial comphment paid to those whoin the lurd of
the castle delights to nonour,

we now entered a counlry of low sandy hills commanding
a fine view of the district of Gurgaon, which lay before us, ctear and
radiant. But ihcre was no radiance in the faces
that met us, We came to a village where the land
revenue had been suspended [or the last five harvests
and the villagers now do nothing but plait the sarkhanda grass into
well ropes or thatching 1o cover carts. Yakubpur, as the viliage
is called, has a bank, but it has lenr nothing for two years, and for
a year the money-feuder has lent nothing either. i asked an old
mvan, who was sitting Hstlessly in front of his house, whether things
were as bad in the famine of 1goo, which was particniarly severe.
" Thien we gou money, now we get none ; but wheat was then eight
seers,’”” That is the only mitigation : those who have to buy food
{(and most are duing this) cun at least buy it cheap. The igox
famine tasted only two yeurs, and {or {we years the money-lender
wiil go on advancing: it is the third year thut empues or closes
his mouey Lags, and here we arc entering the fousth year. Feople
say, therefure, {hat past famunes were of bread but this is of cash ;
and they feel it the more because the standard of fiving is higher
ihan it was a genetation ago and requires mare money to rmeet its
varied wants, and even money-lending is now upon a cash basis®
As a red-shawied matron passionately exclained : ‘ There are bad
Limes—there is great trouble (duka) in the world.’

With this ttue but depressing word in our ears we eniered
Gurgaon, and the plignt of Gurgaon 1s as bad as that of Rohuak,

Thele was the usual array of dismounted hotsemen
g;‘:;‘"f“ 38 awaiting us, and behind them 2 cluster of peasanis
in homespun shict and dhoti, who had tramped a mile

gl wwo cross country in the hope of a word with the Sahib about
themselves and ileir bank. We sat down by a roadside well to
hear their tule. It was a lrtle less sorrowtul than that of Yakubpur,
because their village had wells. * Our lot is bad,’ they said, ‘ but
theirs is worse: they have mothing,” Whereat a hunger-intien
voice from behind exclaimed-—" There the children eat nothing {u
three days.” The account the villageis gave us cecalled Zahidpur.3
The water level is wnuch the same—12 to I8 fect—and there are
fitty wells iu working osder, but the drouglit has made the waler
brackish, and ouly twenty can be used. The number of wells is
sutheient evidence of the industiy and enterprise of the village.
Aud this is the main ditference between the two villages: the Jais

This famine
avd the last

I To the vupes, Le. Rs. 5 & maund : for current prices, see p. 2.
% See p. 148, 5 See p. 194,
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of Zahidpur ars lethargic and feckless, bul here we had the ant-like
Ahir, one of the most frugal and industrious tribes in the province,*
and consequently money still flows between them and their bank.
Once more the link between character and finance was evident, and
here the crucial test of character is famine

The members of one more village bank waylaid us—a dozen
men drawn up on the roadside bank i timid wavering line. “ Will
they stop and speak 10 as?’ their uncerrain faces seemed to say.
We did, and once mue we heard a tale of fudess seasuns and
“Jong patieuce’. Tor three yeais these mes have wailed * fur the
piecious fruit of the earh’, and this year they received  the early
rain ', but ‘ the latter ’, which fo: long has seemed about to fall,
never falls and the wheat withers,

Caulering o, our ponies got excited and a Sub-Tuspeclor wag
carried pasy us. In this crisis his sadale guths failed hin aud of
he came in ihe neatest somersault. At Faivukhanagar we came
Jpou the 1audway (last seen at Hansi) and lound the most dilapidated
rest house yet encountered. Its thatched roof smelt so powerfuliy
of stale mushrooms that I gladty took shelter in a, tent.

17 Februgyy. Farukhangar i Gurgaon via Raola (x5 males)

Tle last and longest day of this tich. We left at mid-day and
did not get in till ssver, The rext merming was taken up with
callers, amongst them a zemindar who had recently
been made an Inamdar?® * God (Parmeshwar) is
pieased with me,” he said cheeriully. ‘ Eleven years
ago my father was murdered—he did money-lending and this
caused emnity, lhen my three brothers died—one was B.A,,
LL.B.—and now I am made inamdar, and my credit (bharm, is
great.” There weie many references to the “uphfi cawnpaign of
three years ago.? Licile now suivives excepi the manurte pit and
the Persian wheel, and Jhese only where conditions are favourable.
1w Jhelun wnany complained that the ground is tvo vard tor pis.?
Here the ground is often sc soft that the sides fall m, and the people
are too lazy to dig them oul again. One visitor assured me that
the pit was established in lds village, but when we passed the
village laier, oIl we saw was a pit which had become a nursery for

The Curgaon
experiment

I Bee Peasani, 4.

2 Agmstant to a zaildar,

3 Described in Rusticus, chapter v,
+ CE pp. 38 and 43.
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the poiscmous @k® One thing the Gurgaon plough, had been
a complete failure, and Rs. 28,000, advanced by Government for
its purchase, has had to be remitted.?

In a country crying out for development and half paralysed
by high interest rates, Government lcans for agricultural improve-
menis are indispensable. The money-lender is
reluctant to lend for long term purpeses’ and {le
village bank with only short ierm money and un-
tmited hability 1s unfitted to do so, and only nine out of twenty-
nine districis have mortgage banks. Unless, therefore, an owoer is
prepared to mortgage part of his land with possession, it is only
through Government that he can secure a development loan at
a moderate rate of interest, and a loan of this kind often enables
a man to sink a well or make an embankment.* But there are
dangers, and cne of them is that loans may De imprudently given.
The Gugaon plough 1s an example of this, and passing througn
Rohtak, I came upen two more, very simiiar to ii though on a
sinaller scale. Boih relate to the Persian wheel and occurred two
or three yeais ago, when ii was supposed by some that for a weil
the Persian wheel was much better than the charsa or feather
bucket, And so it i{s uuder certain citcomsiances (as the Hissar
Lull is Lecter than the Dhanni), bul by no means wuder all.  Over-
locking this, a Revenue official visited two villages, wheie ihe charsa
had been in use for geveralions, with an optimistic account of the
Persian wheel and the offer of & Government loan at 6 per cent or
505 to anyone who would buy one. Rs, o0, or a lilile more withs
interest, would cover the cost. and the loan ueed nol be repaid ior
five years. A highly attractve offer it seeined, and in Saildna,’
one of ihe villages in question, it was accepted by iwenty-one
cultivators. But now there 1s much bemoaning, With wales
48 feet down Lullocks must be strong, and in this area they aie
refatively no stronger ihan the men; and when a wheel gets out
of order, as no one understands it, a smith has to be fetched from
Najafgails, eighteen miles away, aud Le is not always availabie,
Several wheels ate our of use on this accouat, and two have been

Governraoat
loans

1 Calowrupts precers

z Sme Rustreus, 727,

3 Ci p. 1og.

« in 1931-2, 34 lakhs were advanced, and out of 3,168 wells sunk duitng
Lie vear, 608 wers constracted with the belp of a fovernment loas (Zand
Ren. ddmin, Rpt).

5 The rale varies with Government’s borrowing rate: 1t is now 5% per
cent, In England the Agricultura] Mortgage Corporation have recently
reduced thedr raie for long-term mortgages to 43 per cent, and for improvement
loans 1o 4 por cont (The Times, dated 14 April To34).

& Sce p. 289,
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definitely discarded for the charsa. One is reminded of the tractor
in Russia,® aud the case shows once more®* how necessary it is that
all attempts at rural improvement should be preceded by careful
enquiry.

Another dangeris that loans maybe mis-spent.  Thisfrequently
happens, and the Rs. 50,000 given for wells near Sirsa which were
never made ate a good instance of it.3 And there is yel auother,
of wluch I got a hini yesterday. An ex-officer told e that he had
just sunk a well at a cust of Rs. 2,500, most of which was advanced
by Guvernment.* When I enquired whether he had had to pay
anything more. he replied euphenustically :  There was confusion
{gkarbar) about five or six rupees.” That he escaped so easily was
probably due to his position. The ordinary peasam genesally
{ares worse,” and on one occasion when I chanced to inspect a new
well I found that, though only Rs. 500 had beern bortowed, there
was ' confusion ’ over Ks. 30. On this occasion one of the offenders
was brought to acccunt and dismissed. This is much the best
remedy for ‘ confusion °, but our elaborate western procedure too
often renders departmental action abuiiive. Tu guard against
the other dangers, Talsiidars and their assistants should be given
some tiaining in the elements of rutal credit, and those who inspect
tahsils should insist upon a dne observance of the rules, which are
often neglected.

To-day the east wind was in our faces, aud it was a weicome
cnange from the following wind of the last {ortnight, and, even
R better, the 400 les of plain which divide us from
of ;ﬁh’;h&d""’ the Jhelum were at au end, 'We were now upon an

upland, and the day being crystal clcar we saw
before us a wide sweep of country stretching away to blue hills.
The beauty of the Punjab lies in its wide spaces and i its perpelual
contrast of yellow and gisen, or green aud gold—of gram, wheal,
or rice against cape, sugai-cane, Or IivVel grass, a conirast ever
changing in tone and shade as the sunis high orlow. To-day it was
merely of fodder stacks islanded in wheat : yer, such enchantment
has the sun when the air is clear, the effecl was sheer loveliuess.
A few miles brought s to Raota, and theie we entered the Delhi
Province, It is only hall the size of an ordinary distiict, but it
contains the new capital, upon which uver £I2 millions have been

- In z gpesclimade in Moscow it Januasy 1932 Stalin is zeported fo have
stated that out of 1s0.000 tractors in commission 100,000 Wers awatting
repair (Izveziia, 17 January 1933).

2 See p. 157

3 p. 733 o
4 The well wasg o feet in diamete:, and the water 63 fest down.

5 CL Fb, Brg, Lngy. Ept, 28.
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spent. Thiz was cnly twenty-four miles away, bul a whole age
iay betweoen,

Three villages had gathered to meet us and about 200 peasants
were present, but hardly one of them was able to sign his name,
Each villagc Las a bank, and cach bank has had to be provided with
a secretary from outside : yet between them the three villages have
286 houses. Things are, however, improving and schools are
being started. One Ahir has even matriculated, but like many
other peasants who have done this, he cannot find a job and holds
aloof from his ancestral fields, which he caunot even plough.
Although we were so near Delhi, questions about the administration
produced the usual results. The people kunew ihat iliey were
governed by a Chiei Coinmissioner and that above him was the
Viceroy, but they had no idea who came between ; and as no one
had a voe for any body except the District Board, they naturally
knew nothing oi Assemblies, Councils, and Rouud Table Con-
{erences. ‘ Below the lamp allis dark.’

But what they did kunow and rejoiced in was thai through
Co-operation their Loldings had Deen consolidated. Raota is the

o first viliage in the Delul province to submit itsel

gf i’gfﬂ;&:’“ to this Iife-giving process, with which Mr, Calvert's
name must ever be associated;® and the vast village

map lad before us showed that 3,738 fields or plots had been
reduced to 747 ; in otlier words, that every five had been couverted
into one. Ower 400 acres have been consolidated, and it was a task
of the greatest difficulty. for the village lands lie both Ingh and low
asid ali wanted a share of botl, as au insurance againsl excessive
or insufficlent rain, This desire led io fields Leing divided into
strips oo to 1,200 yards long and only a yard or two wide, About
200 of these had to be cunsolidated, and some were so natiow that
tiwy could not be shown on the 1nap ; and the same is the case mn
many vibages of the neighbourhwed® Under such conditions
everyone wishies to be the last tu suw, lest a neighbour overstep
his boundaries aud plough up hus seed; aud at harvest tune the
reapers must cut in line with a rod streiched across the strip to
wark its width, and well-irtigation is impussible. But now many
wells are planned.  The beuedits ate so obvious thatl a neighbouring
village seut « deputation Lu beg us come and help them too, * Owt
children wiil tive now, exclanned soineone from Raota. Following
o * For some zccount of the progess. sne Peasamd, 233 also p 245
e
* The same featwe raay be lound amongst the Pathaus of Afrock
{Psasan, 8¢) end Peshawnr, In a villege in the Swebi fabsil {Peshawe~)
where hrllings were cougolidated. thers were 394 fields in namrow slripe
about 11 feet wide, most of thern could not be indicated on the village map.
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a useful suggestion n:ade by Mr. Brayne, the best part of an acre
Lias beeit set apart for school, playground, and garden. Most
humanely, too, a piece of land has been given to the Chamaérs of
the village for a well. At present they have no well of their own,
and being ‘ untouchable ' they are nct allowed to draw from the
village well and must wait till others are obliging enough to draw
for them. The whoie cost of consulidation is borne by Government
aud in this case is only a rupee an acie, which is roughiy a year’s
land revenue on the land. What inakes il an astonishing achieve-
ment is that, noiwithstanding the infinite comnplexities of Lhe work,
the final seltlement was accepted by all: a single dissentient voice
wouid have been suilicieni Lo negadive it; and this is always the case.
The next village we visited, Daulatabad, had achieved ihe
same muracle, and the iminediate effect was the sinking of twenty-six
wells, A water-diviner was summoued fromn Alwar and was paid
the modest but auspicious sum of Re. 1-4* for every well for which
he found water. So pleased werc the womenfolk at no longer
hraving 1o search lere and there for their husbands when they took
them ilieir morning meal, as was Necessary when everyone's flelds
lay scatieted round the viilage, that in a song composed in honow
of the occasion they proclaimed the Sub-Inspector conceined to
be an ‘ autdr’ or incarnation of God. Agricultural progress is now
pusstble. Six Persian wheels have been installed, selected seed
(Punjub 8 A) distributed, and two acres put under vegetabies, and
five more under lobacco. And, as at Raocta, au acre hias been sei
agide lor school, playgiound, and drinking well.”
‘When we rode up Lo Daulatabad the sun had almost sel.  Yel
we tound waiting {or us another large concourse of viilagers headed
by the local headmaster and a score of boys, who lay
fh ;;;1 upown the ground curviny themselves inwo iinpossible
positions in oider diat my name and stucn wouds as
‘ welcoine ' might appear. The meeting tool place in one of the
village chowpdls, a large portico with a triple volonnade of highly
decorated arches. Finished just before the drought began, it cost
Rs, 4,000, all cf which was subscribed by the thirty-cdd ramiies
Uiving in the quartet {pawns) which erecied’it. Evety male was
assessed at Rs. 30, and the richer gave more, a Bania noney-
lender, for insiance, Ks, 125. He also gave loans free of interesi
to those whe could net pay their share, and another Bania did the
r Ses p. 4.
2 In 1930, no vegetables were grown:@ in 1932, there were 15 acres
under them, and «li grown by Jats. Their swuples Lave been dissolved by
epoootuic pecesdty, 0 much so chat aven sue of the headmen now inarets

lis vegetables in Gurgaon, The village has found in congelidation a powerful
bulwark against both depression and drought,
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same. This evening the chowpdl was crammed from end to end,
and we bad such lively talk that il was dilficalt io tear ourselves
away. But when a lantern was brought and had to be extinguished
because it smoked, there was no choice. A surging mass accom-
panied us to our horses, and we rode on thraugh the twilight of a
storm-laden sky. For the last three miles our only light was the
lightning that flickered in the west. We had haidly reached
the rest house when the storm buist aud lashed, nay stoned, the
poor parcned earth with hail.*

NOTE UN THE SCARCITY (1934)

Readers outside the Punjab may wonder Low loug the scarcity,
which is the main theme of the last two chaplers, continued.
Beginning with the autumn harvest of 1928, il has hardly broken
yel. Last summer it seemed as if the end had come. The monsoon
started well, and by Seplember tliere was promise of an excellent
autumn harvest, Then came rain and flood, and all was spoilt.?
Bad enough m Rohtak, the scardity has almost crushed Gurgaon,
and the district 1s virtually bankrupt. Governmneut cdme eaxiy
10 tne rescue and m the first three years spent 4% lakhs (£55,000) on
relief aud advanced anotuer 24 lakhs (£160,000) on favourable
terms, 1L has also remitled 4 of tlie 19 lukhs 1ov lavishly advanced
i the six yvears before the drougiit begau. Co-operative societies,
100, have done what they could, but their resources are anuost
exhausted. Their advances fell from Rs. 885 per society m
1928-g to Rs. 63 in 1932-3, and in that year they recovered only
2% per weut of tiie amount ok loan at the beginning of the year, and
at the end of it they wese uwed 23 yeals’ nierest.

The loans that ihe peasant has ieceived from Govermment
and co-operative societies, and also fiom ihe money-lender, have
hetped materially to keep him afloat, but they have had to be
re-iutorced by drastic reductions in lus scate of lving, Detailed
engairies were made by the Co-operafive staff i thirty societies

* Of the distance from Tahore to Gurgaon 274 miles were covered on
horseback

2 The following is 2 brisf summary cf the harvests that followed my

tour*
Spring harvest Autumn harvest
133y Damaged by st An aveiage ciop oul damaged by rain
m October.
1932 ‘Total failure, Extensive sowings, but seriously
adfecied by lack of ramn in July ana
August,

1933  Extensive sowings, butihe  Crop rumed by rain and {lood.
winter rains faded.
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scattercd over the district, and although the figures that follow
may notl be statistically accurate, they give some idea of how the
situation has been met. The yearly budgel was found to have been

reduced from Rs. 330 (before the scarcity) to Rs. 145, and the
greatest reductions were as follows ;—

Per cent
Cerericnics 57
Clothing . . . .. 44
Food vy Ve . o 35

In judging these figures, the effecl ot thie slump must not be tor-
gotten ; but a significant pomt is that 30 per cent of the expenditure
18 estimated to have been met by borrowing and by the sale and
mortgage of land nd ornaments. So far as food is concerned, it
appears that a large number of peasants have had to eat less than
they needed and the poorer grains rather than the better, which,
together with their gh, they Liave been forced to sell to meet their
obligations and requirements. Up to the date of my tour marrtages
were being postponed in the hope of better aays, put this could wut
be done indewuicely, and i the last two yedis many have been
weleinaied, though at wnudi less cost than asual, Migialion mughit
lLiave been expected un a laige scale. anud mny journal contais several
references to i, espeddally amongst village servants; but taking
tne tural population as a whole, the local Assistant Registrar
estimated last year that not more than 10 to 15 per ceud liad gone.
ine peasant wn the south-easl (like his {ellow in Lhe svutli-wes.)
is slow to leave Lis viliage®

As to the money-lendel, it scews ihat the attitude described
iu the diary has .ontiwued. It is generally agreed, writes the
Assistant Registrar, that he is ’ yery compromsing and maiking
tune . Unwilling to abenaie the allegiance of lds clients, he
accepts whatever Le cau get even at nflated valuations, Failing
this, he tries {o gel expiring accounts renewed, and when as a last
resort he gues tu coart, he does not atlempt to execute a decree if
iheie seems nothing to recover. Some money-lenders have eveu
aliowed their accounts to become time-barred rathes than incur
he expenses of a sux, believing that when good Larvests comme their
dients will [ollow wadition and discharge their Liabilities,

In reading this uote aud the last two chapters the reader will
do well to reinember what a five years’ scarcity would have meant
100 years ago, and what, wilh a rapidly increasing popuiation,?
1t may mean again, il the machinery of governmen. were 10 bicak
down, as it did in the greal Russian famine of 1g213

1 Cf Ructicus, 262.

% See p 370,
3 Cf. Peusuni, 8s.



Part IIL: SOUTH WEST

CrarTER XII
THE NILI BAR®
A NEw CaNAL CoLoNY AND THE FarL 1N PRrICES

5 March.—Pakpaitan 10 Arifwala (19 miles)

ONE of the most striking features of the Punjab to-day is its canal
colonies, which in the last {forty years have brought about 5} million
acros of virgin soil under cultivation. I have
attempted a general description of them elsewherc,?
and a more delailed description of two of them on
this tour and the last.3 But these two are now in their second
generation of colonists, and I was anxivus to see one in the making
1o leam how a great enterprisc of this kind is built up. Yesterday,
therefore, T left Lahore and, travelling south-west, came 100 miles
by rail and 30 by car, and about To miles from here [ entered
the colony of the Nili Béx, ur Blue Fairy (Vdid Pard), as it is called
on account of the fertility of its Jaud. The colony is watered from
the Sutlej, which forus its eastern boundary, and when the whole
project, of which it forms only a pai{,# is completed, every year it
wiil irigate a lictle over z million acres iu the Punjab.s About
lialf of this was originally crown waste,® and to colonize il cultivators
have been drawn frow ail purts of the province.  After old Rowman
fashion 86,000 acres have been sllvited to some of those who did
well in the Great War, and Lowneet part of ihe 10 crores (£74 miliions)

The Nili Bér
colony

Rawmfall 7 lo 8 inches.
Pogsans, chapter il
Rusticus, chaplers vii and vl and chaptar # sugra.

_* The scheme is part of what is Jmowr as the Sutlej Velley project,
which will irrigate cver 5 million acres, i.e. 2 million in the Punjah, 2-8 million
in Bahawalpur State, and 300,000 acres iu Bikaner (India % 19245, P. 201),

5 According to an estimate made in 1926, it was anticipated that every
year 515,336 acres would be jrrigated perennially, and 1,544,655 non-peren-
nially {i.e, ouly during the hot weather when the Suflej is in flood). The
perenmial irrigation is entively new, and the same applies fo 806,707 acres of
the non-perennial.

& wiz. 947143 acres under perenmial umgation, and 260,40¢ under
non-perenmat,

L3 B -
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that the scheme will cost,” nearly 400,000 acres have been reserved
for anction *  Water began to sul in 1g26, and colonizalion siarted
about the same iime and is not yet concluded. The colony is thus
the youngest of the Punjab’s colonies. And it is also its Cinderella.
Born in the days of prospsrily and all its ways and means planned
accordingly, it has come under the step-motherly influence of ithe
stump, and 1t badly uceds the {uiry godmother ol higher prices to
set 1t upon its feet. One cannot be a day in the colouy withoui
reatizing tlis.

Of lie diive to Arifwala, which was doae in a car, there is
notliing tv relate. Tromn a car, road and rvadside hecome aimost

Yot & blank, and in it even connected talk is difficult.
A oW 28Kl The countty Was dead flat but green enough wheu we
entered the sphere of the Caunal, the Ligh sarthen embankmeui oi
which ar oui side shui out everything to the west, In the afternoon
we visited ithe market to inspect the commmissiou shop, and although
{ have alicady described o market,3 I shall say sometling about this
oue as it is new and the owher was old. We sat fw e acched
verandah of its godown. and ai fiust onty a dozen direclors, maay of
them ex-officers, were present, bui befoze we left (two Lours late)
the place was packed, and there was not even standing room undet
the inee atclies. The draw was a discussion abour marketing
and money-lending, whicky, however, musl go unrecosrded.

Staried i 192y, the inarket consists of four lines of shwups
buiit in a squaie round a large open, and almost tieeless, space.
A broad masonry plinth runs the whole way round in troul of the
shops, aud upen it 1s deposited the grain to be weighed, exanuned,
and sold. Here and there were goiden heups of wheat, golden only
wi appearance, for the price 1s subl hardly moie chan Re. = a maund.
There are thirty-six commission agents, but only two of thern,
a Sikh Jat and an Aioia jandowner, have any conuexion with
agricuiture.t As usual, the maiket’s radius is about fiftesu ailes,
but the loiry is extending 1t, and Lhe offer of more favourable prices

© 1a 79,6 the rapiial ~ost of the wlele project was estircated at 23432
cLores (£173 milliors), of which 10 crores 1s the cosv of the British portion

2 The exact area reserved 18 385,250 acres (peremmal), When I 1ode
iarough the colony, aboul 43,005 atics had beea auchioned at prices which
averaged over Rs, 400 an acre; but owing io {he slump most of thie had o
be resumed, at a cost to Government of 62} lakhs (nearly £500,000), Punjab
Colomes Report, 1032, p 3. In 1930-3 there were mo sales owing to the
gconomic depression, angd at 2 small sale held 1n Maxch 1934 the average price
obtained was only Ra 2352 pes acre. Lhe figures gtven in the notes above,
except whare other anihonty s stated, have kandly been supplicd Ly the
Senior Sceretary to the Financiai Commissioners, Fanjab (1934)-

3 p. L26,

‘ ﬂt Burewala (p. 253) only two oul of thirty-seven compussion agents
are agrculturisis,
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will draw cotton thirty miles or more. In the older colonies the
roads were made last, but in this one they have wisely been made
first, and as many are metalled, the lorry is already active.® Metal-
led roads also help the bullock cart, and carters charge an anna or
two less a maund for each stage along them,> This is an advantage
to the grower and the justification o[ the great cost of road~-making,
Apart from lorry and cart, there are two other means of transport—
camel and donkey; and comparing the efficiency of the four, an
Arora put the bullock cart first, the lorry second, and the donkey
last.
There is no bank, but a year ago the Imperial Bank (without
opening a branch) started advancing against produce at 7 to 74 per
cent.3 A commission agent said this had been very
Market finance 1,4 for them: ‘It has tempted us to store beyond
our s{rength, and we have lost a lakb of rupees.” In other markets
I have heard the same tale, and it is due to the heavy fall in the
price of grain4 The loss is a heavy one, and that it should have to
be borne much more by the grain dealer than by the producer—all
my informants agree in this—is a point to be remembered by thase
who revile the middleman. In the past many have preached to
the peasant, plausibly enough, that he shonld hold up his produce,
but actually in only two out of the last eight years would it have
paid him to hold either wheat or cotton for any length of time.5
But for the backing of the Imperial Bank, both here and
elsewhere, less would have been stored and less lost. Credit
facilities have their dangers for Bania as well as zemindar, for,
though the Bania is businesslike, he is easily tempted to speculate.
Ag at Kot Kapura, the more prosperous dealers advance money at
g to 12 per cent, but, unlike commercial banks, they do not insist
upon taking physical possession of the produce ; nor, when prices
fall, do they oblige old clients to maintain a definite margin between
the amount advanced and the value of the grain. ‘It is a matter
of trust,” they said. It would be difficult to exaggerate the part
played by trust in indigenous systems of business in India, and
a reason sometimes assigned for their decay is that people trust

* In 1928, in the case of six important ¢olony markets, of the 508 miles
of road serving them only mnety-five were metalled, and ‘ of the nnmetalled
roads only one was in fair condition® (Pb. Bkg, Engy. Rpt., 49, 199).

? In the course of an enquiry made into the marketing of wheat in 1930,
it was found that round Ferozepore the cartage rate per maund was 2+ 93 pies
per mile along an unmetalled road, and only 1-62 along a metalled.

8 For a desoription of their system, see ibid., 65.

4 When I passed through Sargodha (p. 23), over 100,000 maunds
of wheat were lying in the market godowns, and at BhalwAl (p. 26) there
were about 75,000 maunds. For the fall in prices, see p. 2.

/3 Ihid., " 58.
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each other less than they did. The complaint on this point is
universal and can hardly be groundless.?

‘When we finally emerged on to the open spaces of the market,
the evening sky behind the square brick-built shops was shot with
green and rose. Passing by the station we counted thirty large
lorries waiting for the next train. In a colony, the age-old isolation
of the Indian village is a thing of the past.

6 March—Arifwala to Rasulpur via Chak 147 (10 miles)

My mare having arrived here from Gurgaon by train, I took
to the saddle again, and once more the road became alive and
human. One of the first persons we met was a little Arora shop-
keeper on a little brown pony, his shirt splashed all purple and red.
Holi and its saturnalia were just past, and he had evidently kept
it with zest. He was on his way to market to replenish his store
of gur and pulse. A little way on we met another brown pony,
this time almost hidden by three bags bulging with cotton, atop
of which sat a small boy, Village women had given his father
the cotton in exchange for oil and salt, and he was taking it in to
Arifwala to be sold. This form of barter is common and does the
peasant no good : it tempts him to buy more than he needs, and
the bania to manipulate prices against him.,

By this we had come to Chak 742, to give the village its un-
romantic official designation.* The village is one of the many

colonies of ex-soldiers who have been rewarded with
;‘; 13?;?:‘3' of  land for their services in the war. String beds had

been set out for us to sit on in the shadeless centre of
the village square. As the sun was hot, I asked the soldiers whether
they would mind sitting in the shade. ‘ Sun or shade, it is all the
same to us: we can bear them both. Have we not served on the
Frontier 7 ° Which made me feel a very effeminate civilian. The
soldiers were all Sikhs, but not all Jats: eleven were Khatris,
mostly from Rawalpindi and Jhelum, and one even a Brahmin,
In accordance with colony custom the Officers were given T4 rec-
tangles each and the N.C.O.s one.> They came from seven districts,
and so did the village servants. The latter included five swecpers,
seven tanners (chamars), a carpenter and blacksmith from as far
east as Ambala, and a priest, potter, shoemaker, watchman, and
barber, One would think that Sikhs would not need a barber,

T Cf. pp. 42, 102, 132, .

% All colony villages are numbered but throughout I have given fictitions
numbers,

3 In the Nili Bir and Montgomery colonies a rectangle (25 acres) is the unit
of area.; in other coloties a square (278 acres) see p. 3, n. 2.
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but he pares their nails and shaves his fellow servants. When
I laughed at them for this and told them of our English custom,
an ex-soldier broke in: *Yes, our Commanding Officer used to
shave himself in France, and he even repaired his boots.” This
last was said because one day he had seen him knocking out a nail.
I asked how they got on withoul a washerman, ‘We all wash our
clothes except the “ gentelman " who sends his clothes to Mont-
gomery,” The ‘ gentelman ' turned out to be an Henorary Lieu-
tenant. A Risaldar also sent his clothes away, but being of some-
what lower rank he sent them no further than Arifwala! Theie
had once been a water-carrier, but he had gone, and now ull
draw their water from the well in the middle of the village square—
no light task as it has to be drawn fifty feet. As one serving away
from home, I was interested to find that the village servants were
paid at higher rates than in their home villages. Altogeiher tnere
are ninety-four houses with a population of 319.

The colonists arrived here in 1926 and now have a iairly weil
built village of sun-dried bricks plastered with mud. 5S¢ much was
saved from the good pay earned during the war and the pensions
which followed retirement! that no borrowing was done till prices
fell. Then men turned io the bank, and recently a dozen borrowed
Rs. 1,700 to pay their Government dues. They affirmed with
righteous emphasis that they had borrowed only from the strictest
necessity. Yet when I asked whether they had sold their jewellery
first, one admitted candidly that he had ornaments worth Ks. 3,000
in his house, and that had there not been a bank he must have sold
some of them. ° It is our custom to borrow,” he said in seli~-defence.
As many of them had been in France, I spoke of the Frenclh prusant’s
horror of debt. They replied courteously: *We have much to
learn.’

On one point even the educated zemindar has everything {o
learn. It is most rare to find one with a cheque book. At Beri?
no one had one, and the same was the case here.
Yet it would greatly facilitate the payment ot
Government dues, At present, whenever revenue charges hiave to
be paid, the colonist must journey three miles to Arifwala, sell some
produce there and bring back cash, which the headman then takes
to the headquarters of the tahsil. And the whole process might
be done by cheque upon the central bank at Pakpattan, But these
old-fashioned methods are not confined to zemindars. Recently,
I was inspecting a bank of Hindu shopkeepers in a town of 6,000
inhabitants, and though it included six Income-tax payers, no oune

T The gigihtean soldier members of the bank get Rs, 5,482 per annum.,
Z p. 183. .

Oheque books
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had a cheque book ; and this seems to be the case in all the smaller
towns, and it is an opportunity for the central co-operative banks,
which is being taken.

The Khatris claimed to be as much agriculturists as the Jats,
but inquiry showed this was not the case. Only one cultivates his
. land, but nearly all the Jats do so. There was much
feﬁ_‘;g‘i‘; Tat complaint about the dificulty of living on their
grants now that prices nave fallen. ' 1f we had not
our pensions, we should be naked,” said a Khatri officer : ‘ gladly
will we give up ow land n retwrn for seivice thai would give us
biead and clothes.” ‘In ten vears,’ remarked aunother Khatri,
“if things do not change, we shall all go.” * Even if a jat were
dying,” murmuied one of that tribe, * he will never leave his land.’
And another trom Jullundur addea: ‘if necessary we will sink
wells.” To which a Khatri replied amia geueral minth: “Weli,
give us the water of the canal, and you lake the waler of the wells,’
A poini that distingaishes Commissioned fiom Nou-Coui-
missivned Officer 1s that the fowuner is too digmiied te plough,
‘ But,” said a Risaldar, - the seasons change and our
How mueh  circumstances are becoming so strartened that our
;ﬂﬂe‘?gzeﬁ 9 custom may change too.” Scioe said that an ofices
now required 3 rectaugles for his support. and an
N.C.0. :%; but for {he laiter a Jullundur jal thougli T rectangie
sufficient, provided he culiivated it hunsell. I had just met an
Arain who said ihat a family could maintain itself on half a rectangle
(x2} acres), and when 1 told tnem this, one of them sad: * Your
Honour no doupt sees the whole Funjab and awe umuch wiser than
we are. But we cannou do this. Gur expenses are vely heavy.
I have a boy at the Higl School at Okars, and he costs Ks. 2c a
monti—Ros. 15 for his fees und board aud Rs. 5 for other expenses,
oil, books. etc.—and wy pension is only Rs. 15 a month.” And au
ofiicer added— { have a boy at college and he cosis me Rs. S0
a month. * In these days, as we saw iu Rolitak,® even primary
education presses heavily upon the peasani, and when il cowes to
secondary schools, bigger men feel the piuch. The dissatisfaction
was general, though it was most tespectfully expressed, and some
spoke enviously ol officers in another colony who recerved 5 squares.?
“That,’ said one, ‘ is enough for three generations,”

Limitation of ‘Luis raised an important guesion, the queslion
;ﬁgliﬁm ®  tnat not long ago we weie discussing with the jatni
of Zahidpur, Clearly une rectangie of 25 acres did
not go very well with a large family., Had they ever thought
* The high schoc] costs a boarder R, 200 a ysar; the university frotu

Rs. 250 to 50 according to siage and college. 2 po 173
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of limitation? The N.C.O.s were puzzled and made a laughing
reference to its being ‘ nature’s affair’. But the officers were more
knowledgeable, and one said :—

‘ Our people are not so civilized that they can think of this’
Then another remarked: ‘I have two daughters and one boy;
il is enough for me. I have spent Rs. 40,000 upon their education,
and if T had only one daughter, it would be enough. Too many
children spoil the life of the mother—and of the father too (he added
with asmile). Iam 62 andlook at this arm (he bared his right arm) :
see how strong it is. If there were many in my family, we shouid
all be hungry and the children would wander abour like dogs.’
Tt was agreed that it would be a good step to deler marriage, and
the officers said the educated were beginning to think of {his.
Someone quoted with approval an Englishman who told Inm that
he would not marry till he could support his wife and was old
enough for marriage not to interfere with his work. The Risaldar
declared that he would not marry his remaining daaghter till che
was over 25, but he had married the first at 1. Eveu so, this is
much betier than what is usual amongst zemindars, and far betier
than the tanners of Hansi,* one of whom told me last month that
he had recently married two daughters of 6 and 4 to bridegiooms
only a year or two older, But Hinduism is strong there.

We subsequently visited a village of Muslim ex-soldiers, and
there the people said unhesitatingly that they would like to have
as many children as possible. ‘ We should like them every six
months,” said an old Subedar Major with a smile into his red beard.
From these two examples it might be supposed that things are
always left to nature ; but this is not the case as I {ound on my last
tour,? and only recently an Indian lady, whose official duties used
to take her from village to village, told me that the peasant woman
was beginning to enquire whether it was necessary to have so mauwy
children, and more than once she had been asked wiy Eunglish
women had so few. All naturally want a son or two, bul the laige
families of the past are no longer always desired. The wife cf one
of her servants once announced that she was going to leave her
husband and return to her parents, and the reason she gave was:
* I have borne him fourteen children : I cannot bear him another.’
She also mentioned a midwife of her acquaintance who helped
a mother to get rid of an unwanted ninth child, and another who
advises women who want no more children to drink a cup of hot
ghi3 immediately after delivery, In the town, limitation is spread-
ing fast amongst the educated, and there are now inany families

1 p, 167, 2 Rusticus, 38, 3 Clarited butter.
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with only two or three children. Some achieve their end by absien-
tion, and amongst these is a Muslim of my acquaintance. Contrast-
ing himself with his brother who leaves everything to chance, he
observed : ‘I have one son and two daughters, and I shall manage

to bring them up properly. But how can my brother do this
when he has a child every other year ? ’*

v March.—Rasulpur lv Burewala via Chak 513 (17 miies)

We were out for seven hours to-day, half of which we spent
at another village of soldier colenists. The village dates from 1928,
The colomsi's and all ‘roun.d' it the once hard unfrui.tful carth was
hardships green with rising wheat. We entered it by the usual

broad open lane, and the bank inspection took place
under a thatched shelter in the middle of the headman’s courlyard.
This was the fust siructwe to be put up in tne village, and fof
some weeks Lhe colonists clustered in little tents (shoidaris) under
and around it seeking shelter from sun and rawn. They were
eloquent about their hardships. ‘ Such hardsiips,” said an old
Subedar Major wiw had served in France, “as I hud never endured
befote, When we amived to take possession, we had to camp out
in ihe vpen and we drank the water of the canal, and when the canal
was closed, we drank the stagnant water of (he pools, and ke
buffaloes drank it toc and added to it tieir own water.” The
colonists arrived in March, and all tluoagh the fiery hiot weather
most of them had to live in the open o1 under canvas and get their
supplies from Arifwala, eleven miles away. Only the Subedar
Major managed to gei quariers, and this he did m a Jangli village
close by, where he was made welcome pecause he was something
of a doctor,

The colouists cunsist of eignieen officers, six N,C.O.s, three
sepoys, wud six ciecks hom Army Headguariers, who were perhaps
fortunate 1o be sharing in rewards given primarily
for hardship and valour. But Simla, no doubi, 1:as
its hardships too! The colouists haie from seven
districts, and are all Muslims. And so are the three shopkeepers,
who, curiously, are a Rajput, au Arain, and a {ajlor. ‘' We are
afraid ol the sahakar” and don’t let lu seiile here,” was the explana-~
tion Actually, relaiions in the colony belween meney-leader and
peasant ave generally friendly. Like the peasant, the money-iender
is usually an unmigrant and comes {rom any disiricts, generaily
from those in the west and iron: sume as distant as Mianwait and
Attock. To meet the hieavy demands lor loans, natural in a young

T He has had no child since, but his brother has had one (1934).
2 Hindu money-londer,

The coleny
monay-lender
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colony, he borrows a good part of nis trading capital from the
market commission agents at g to 1z per cent and lends it out at
183 to 25 per cent ; and (unlike his fellow in Hissar and Rohtak)*
he still lends, relying upon the canal for his security. And it is
because he still lends that he is much better kept at arm’s length.
On the figures given us, about half a lakh (£3,750) must have
been spent by these thirry-three colonists on their settlement.
Yet, such a gold mine is the army to those who do
S;i‘l"egfent well jn it, that very litle appears to have been
borrowed. The headman spent Rs. 6,000 and
porrowed nothing ; a Subedar Majour spent Rs. 4,000 and borrowed
Rs. 8oo, but only when prices fell. Moure than half the headman’s
expenditure (Es. 3,500) went on a 15-room house for himself and his
tenants. But few go in :or mansions on this scale, and most
colomists are conient with two or ihree 10oms, and many have only
one. An enquiry made by an Inspecwor in £928 showed that in
seven villages the cost of settiement then averaged about Rs. 1,100.
The foliowing figures given us by a Sergeant may therefore be
regarded as typical of what a well-to-do colomst spends, but nothing
has been included on account of transport from the nome village :—

Rs.

(1} House (Lhrcs rooms) .. . .. 8oo

{7} Cleanng and levelhng tle land o 90
{vy) Acreage rate, ie Government's charge for makmg

water courses, etc (Rs. 3 an acre} . . . 75

vy ost of completing water coulses, ste. .. .. I50

(") Share of -

{a) drinling well .. .. o o .. 50

(b mosque (kachha) 10

(¢} common gaest house (damz) for travehers, ele. 5

Total .. . .. . .. 1,180

Ttems (iii) end (iv) require a word of explanation. They refer
to the watercoursss by winch the water frem the canal is distributed
. over the viilage fields. These channels are made
?ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁi{’f by Government on behalf of the colonists, who are
charged Rs. 3 an acre to cover the cost of survey,
digging, and constructing culverts. Hence item (i) ; and when
the work is propeily done, there is no need for itewn (iv). But this
is an amperfect world, and in the early days of ihe culony, when no
doubt 4 thousand matters pressed, petty officials viten scamped
their work, and with hard-eammed rupees and the sweat of his brow
the oplonist had to make il good. In one case a bright official,
who e¢vidently did not believe 1 going to the spot, assumed that
the area to be inugated was perfectly flat, as indeed appears from
T See b, 176,
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the office window, and decided that it was a waste of time and
money to preparc separate designs and estimates for each water-
course, when they could very well be made upon a standard plan.
Since, however, the whole area was not flat, it ended (so I am
informed by a reliable witness) in scores of watercourses being
carried over the tops of mounds and sandhills and across unbridged
depressions I' To prevent this kind of thing happening again,
the Colonization Officer secured that in future no watercourse need
be paid for until water had actually reachedgts tail, and to indemnify
those who had suffered most, Government rergitted an extra
harvest’s revenue charges.?

The incident shows how much the peasant may sufler from
lazy or unscrupulous petty officials. I have alluded to this already
in connexion with Government loans,3 and I must
reluctantly allude io it again, because this journal
deals with village life, and village life is moth-eaten with it. This is
particularly so in canal colonies, since the very flow and circulation
of their life-blood is necessarily under official control; in the past,
too, money there has been unusually abundant,

One of the difficulties of the struggling cultivator is that when
his crops fail, he often cannot get the exemption from land revenue
and water rate admissible under the rulest without a substantial {ee
to one or two more or less petty officials.5 More {han one co-
operator tells me that half the allowance has to be made over to

T A distinguished retwed officer of the Irrigation Branch informs me
that he suggested that an officer should be appomnted solely to see that the
watercourses were properly dug and the culverts made; but, with what
now appears false economy, the proposal was rejected.

2 All charges are remitted for the first two harvests to give the colonists
a start.

3 p. 201.

4 In the colonies remission is admissible only if the yield 15 25 per cent
or less of the standard outturn taken by the revenue anthorities as their
basis for the assessment of land revenue. Since a very low standard 1s taken
(in the interests of the cultivator), remission 1s admissible only in the case
of almost total faslure. This is often misunderstood by the cultivator, and
misunderstanding is apt to breed a sense of injustice, which expresses itself
in vehement complaint to touring officers not comnected with the Canal
Depariment.

5 The officer just quoted says that many villages are in the habit of
putting in frivolous claims for every field ‘ on. the off chance that somethin
will happen’, and he adds that if this practice were abandoned, it woulk
be possible to have almost every case examined by a gazetted officer, which
would mean much less latitude for the zilladar (see p. 216, note 1), It must be
remembered that in any case the final decision in regard to remission rests
not with the zilladar, who merely submits a recommendation, but with a
gazelted officer to whom the cultivator can, if necessary, appeal against the
recommendation. The cultivator is therefore not without his™ remedy,
but believing in the bird in the hand, he often prefers to short-circuit the
whols system by a bribe,

Corruption
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them, snd my enquiries on this tour, and from colruists of position
met elsswhere, suggest that this is no great exaggeration, One of
the latter, an ex-officer, says that last harvest, which was a bad one,
his fellow-villagers agreed amongst themselves to pay nothing, but
when it came to the point, fear or distrust got the better of them and
the usual payments were made. Another. a man of some position
in the province, iells me that recently, when he wenl to see his
canal colony land, he found the zilladar* had come {o the village
to look at the cotton, which a floed had ‘ ruined . A large exemp-
tion seemed cleariy due, bui Rs. 3 an acre was demanded for the
necessary tecommendation. Unwilling o lave o4 nand n ihe
transaction of this kind, yer hesitating to advise his tenaucs to
pay nothing, he shpped away [rom the village under cover of dak.
Afterwards he heard that the matter had been setlied for Rs. s00.
Canal outlets provide another means of extortion. If they aie {0
give a village the right amount of water, they must be exact in
size . un inch o1 iwo more or less may materiaily affecl the supply,
and it is that inch o1 two that gives greed its chiance, and an officer
who has land in another colony tells e that not long ago his
village had to pay Rs. 465 (Rs. 7-8 per square) to get a masoary
outlet of the right size.

I oniy the gentiemen who teli one such things in private wouid
be wiliing 10 1epeai thern in pubile, it wouald be much easier to
bring tletn ander control. That it is possible to suppress them
altogeilter no oue who has lived in a hot cimate for over wwety
years would thimk of suggesting. Still less should il be supposed
that corruption is peculiar to a particular department. Generally,
but not always, il is in ciose ratio to opportunity. In a canal
colony, since Government supples the wacer, opportunity is
naturaliy great, and, to counter it, the st:iciest possible supervision
j» necessary. As a siep lu this dwection it would be well if Canal
Sub-Divisional Officers were obliged to keep a horse or camel instead
of the beloved motor bicycle, which merely raises the dust, at
considerable cost to Government put with littie advantage to the
cuiitvator.® There wighi also be a simpler and more summary

I A supordinele cansd official on Ha. go to 150 pan.

2 Tnder mle svery Caral 8ub Diviiorsl Qffcsr is reguired fo kesp a
horse, and 1ot long ago the rule was re-affirmed, In my experience a rule
of this lund 15 obeyed only if these concerned are peuodically questioned
and thelr mpericr officers themszlves tols on horseback. T am, woregver,
convirced that, if (as many think) the efficiency of the admivistration has
declined since the war, the widespread use of the motor instead of the horse
has had a good deal to do with if.

I have alluded to this o my jounal {p. 154), and the officer of the Irriga-
tion Branch already quoted .onfitias my view, so far as his Branch 1s con-
sorned {1934
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procecurs fcr bringig offenders to book. How many zcalous
officials hiave rued the day when they started proceedings against
a corrupt or dishonest subordinate! Their mevitable result is
heavy extra work, which is only too likely to end fruitlessly in the
status guo ante. The worst offenders are often too clever to be
caught, but few are so clever that their misdoings are not generally
known. And what is generally known can be ascertained. Some
dispule this, but although it is difficult to be cercaiu of the toudds i
the case of those wio keep wilhii custowary limits, I hold i
undoubtedly possibie for an eaperienced officet who tows widely
and enquites judiciously to discuver those who are notorioussy
cortupl, just as it is possible to discover those who are sciupmously
honest, of whom happily there is a leavening to be found in every
department, even in the humblest splieres., Aud I hold fwiher
that in the oue case promotion should be stvpped, and in the vther
accelelated, I believe that all who kuow the peasani well would
subscribe to this princeple, and that its general application would
do much to mitigate the evil, as it already has in the case of gazetted
officers.*

In regard to the latier, since the war the Fuujab Goverumeut
has shown greac vigow aud, aiter due enquiry, has disssed a
nueiber of responsible officials who wete tov acqawsitive, and tnis
nas had an excellent eftect upon those tc whom premotion to high
office is open. The spread of University education has aisv done
something to quicken self-respect amongst gazetted officers, and
my enquines througlbout the proviuce suggese ihat in most, but
pethaps nol all, depdaiiments the number of the latter who give
cause for suspicion is dimiushiug, So iar as the lower ranks are
concened, much of the responsibility tes with the people them-
selves, who are quick 1o bribe when there is auylhing Lhey speciaily
fear or desire. This is oue of the uiany feaures that ithe Indian
peasant hius 10 connnon with the Russian.  * A fiery young Commun-
ist ' desctibes how during ihe wai, when Lhe Germans occupied
part of Russia, (he peasanis, * to sscape tasks that they didn € like,
wesutled to thewor ancient trick—bribery,’ anda ‘ began to bring
gitts  to the Germans—eggs, butrer, pork, fiuiv and wler
things.” And he adds that * bribery was as muach & part of the old
1egime as weie taifortos ’, and that © in the early days vi the Revolu-
tion ihe peasant was as produgal with bribes as he ever was nader
the Czar® Whese ilus attitude prevails, the evil can be kept m

1 According to The Statesman (21 June 1934) the Chief Justice, Lahore
H:gh Court, recently expressed hnwsif “salisfied thal o small mumubsr of the
Judizial officers e~d 1 latgs proporvicn of the ministeval siaff of the cosrts of

this province are corrupt * and thal he proposed faking swiable achon fo stog it.
% Handws, op, cit., 323-5-6. Cf. also Wicksteed, op. cit., 63.
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check by vigilance and drastic peneliies, but the crly permarent
remedy is education.!
Alihough the supply of water is officially controlied, is dis-
tribution over the village lands is done by the colonists themselves.
o To-day’s village has two supply channels {kal), and
gfgrlb“tmn °f for each the colonists select one of {heir number to
regulate the distribution and decide all disputes.
He must be a man with either clock or watch, so that he can inform
all who enquire when theit turn begins. If a person’s land les
one rectaugie away, he is allowed five minutes to gel theie, and
another five minutes for evely extra rectangie he las to cross. The
wark is not very onerous, for each man's turn is twelve hours, and,
as someone said in Shahpur, where arrangements are very sirlar :
‘ Thouse who have waiches on vlieir wrists ook at tnem : as to the
rest of us, if il is nighn, we look at tie stars, and if it is day, we look
at the sam.’ The time-keeper holds his office duting the good
pleasure of those who elect hirn, and Ins 1eward is au extra allowance
of water. Practice is not the same in every village, and in some an
wmformal panchayat 1s in control.
But uot all disputes can be settled by a panchayat. One day
{in anotLer colonyj when I was working, a young Sikh with a goat’s
S beard appeared at the door, He ook Off.hlS puggaree
G;:n mibs%iloge; cieferen_tiaﬂy, and, nervonsly putting it on again,
entered with folded hands, Bowug so low that his
forenead almost touched the table and looking first to the left and
then to the righi as if seexang assistance for the lcosening of his
tongue, he buist into speechi: My brother stopped my water-
course. I weut Lo Gie tahsil and made my complaint : no one
liztened ; Iwasnot allowed iulo the court. I came back and lieatd
that the King had come to the neighbourhood * ad so on. When
11010 Lim that I was shortly going to see the Deputy Coinmissioner
and would speak to him aboul 1t, all the anxiety of his agitated face
melied away into wriokling smiles. In the Punjab, to the go per
cent who live 1a villages the Deputy Commissiouer? is the real king,
the one high official who 1s 1eadily accessible to all (the Commissioner
with five or six districts lives too faz away), who is prepared to hear
the poorest mnan’s grievance, and who can often prevent, and
somsetimes 1ediess w wiong.,  To the peasant he is of more importance
ihan the whole galaxy of stats above hum and some defence against
the locust army of peity vificials Delow Ditn.

I zm informed on goad autherity that owing ro ~he depressicn
ccrm?tmn in this colony has decreased, but * not to any appreciable extent ’
{1934j.

Z In most provinces the head of the district is galled the Collector.
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It wae half past twoe -vhan we continued our march, and we

had still fiftece miles to do under a hot sun. The tarred road

stretched away inio the void, and as it neared the horizon suddenly

dipped into a blue and glassy lake ; which, however, vanished at

our approach. The day was almost spent when we entered Bure-

wala ; and as we did so, a train appeared from the west in a cloud

of dust, which the setting sun turned to gold, and the engine that

diew it, black and puitentous, seemed a symbol of the new age that
is entering this once empty wotld,

8 March (Sunday)—Rasuipur to Muchian Wala via Chak 354
(x4 midles)

To avoid the heat of the afternoon which now has a presage

of hot weather fire, we made an carly start and after some miles

came to what looked like a gipsy encampment in
S?Zegf;ﬂﬁt the middle of o vast heap of rubbish. This was the

temporary settlement of the colonists whose bank we
had come to see. They were all Sikh Jats from Sialkot and had
come here in the Lot weather of 1928, and the first thing they did
was to build themselves tlus eacampaoient of mud hoveis thatched
with grass. That they are stili living m thiz way is due to a pro-
long=d quarrel with tne authorities as to where they should build
their village.*

When the news came {0 them iu Siddkot lha. they had been
given land i ihe Nili Bar in place of their waletlogged fieids al
hoine,* there was great rejoicing. ‘ You will all be chowdhris,”
said their envious neighbours, and a wife hearing of her husband’s
gocd lortune pressed for inore jewellery,  We all got up and rai,’
{hey said. Actually what they did was to put wife, child, and kit
into their carts and go off on foor. The journey took fftecu days,
and it wusi have been Lot woik, for they anived here wn Jume,
when even the lizard is glad of shade. They quickly ran up shelters
of mud and grass, but life was far from pleasant. ° The mosquitoes
devoured us, and foud and fodder had to be ietchec from Biiewala
{lour iniles away). We lived on floar, pulse, sall, pepper, and
onions. There is no strength in omons, but we were 0 pleused
ihat we grew strouy on them, and every Liardship we endured
gladly, We knew how prosperous men had become in the Sandal
Bart and tne Ganji Barp and we beheved we should beconue

T Sirce settled (1931).

2 Ch pog

3 Villagers entitled to special respect.
4 The Lyallpur colony.

5 The Montgomery coleny.
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prosperous tco. The land, too, was good. Bul since then we
have had culy ireuble.’

We settled down in the shade of a tamarix iree™—the only bil
of shade within sight—to hear their talc of woe, and about thirty
colonists sat in front of us on durries, their shoes
gathered in little fleets round the outer edges, There
were 1wo main troubies—the site of their village and
ihe lack oi water., ‘No one hears us,’ they repeated again and
again ; yet the complainy was fatly coniradicred by the headman’s
official book. ‘No chak,’ wrote the Assistant Colonization Officer,
‘ has given me more tiouble.” The complaind about water, without
which nothing can be done, was that it was capricious and insuffi-
cient. One person said that in the last six barvests his land had
been irrigated only twice. Yert after the nrst three harvests, for
which Government{ made no ciaige,® he Liad to pay Rs. #5 a rec-
iangie, e had not, liowever, applied for any remission under
the harvest failure rules, appaiently because he thought it was
useless.  Auother coiotst in tiie same plight was said to have gone
off to his home to raise money for Government dues by morigaging
ancestral acres. Doubtiess these were special cases, but what
seemed common enough was the failure of many to secure enough
walel to mawure iheir cotion ciop. Those near the outlet had
nothing 1o complain of, and several admitted that they had got
Lite excellent ywld of 8 ur To maunds of unginned cotton per acre,
But mewber after member spoke of only a maund or two, and one
said that he had got a total of only five maunds irom nine acres.
Hearing this, I took nifteen cases av tandom, and 1 1en the cotton
yield was about oue maund per acre. Low, alinosi unbelievably
low, as this figure is, 1 doubt whether it is very far from the mark,
for the Leadinan cotrected a number of them and he and some others
admitted having done well enough themseives.

Every gieat scheme has its aificulties, ana the Nili Bar is no
exeepuon, This area in patiicular has suffered, Lecause its levels
pruved anexpectedly nreguiar, its soil was so luuse and sandy that
the canal bauks were {requently breached, and a bridge required
10 carry Uie canal actoss the railway tovk a very long time to build,
These Sialkotis therefore had real ground for complaint (by no
means always the case in a canal colony), and one of them said :
"I there were not u bank, we should all run away : with its help
we have paid the land revenue, Where there is uo bank, some have
sut away '—a fact that an official subsequently corroborated,

Shortage of
water

T Furdsh (Gamwonx astoonlale.)
2 In cases of special hardship Government dues ate remitted for the
first three, instead of the first two, harvests (see p, 215, n,2).
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And another said: ° Let Government take half of all we produce
instead of what it takes now, and we shall be pleased.” And a
third : ‘ I {his state continues, there will be no children.’

The loss from harvest to harvest would be less felt, had not
the move from Sialkot exhausted reserves, despite the more careful

economy. Many cleared their land themselves, and
S&ﬁe?xfant others spent well under Rs 100 on this. Rs. 50 or so

went In transporting goods and chattels, and few
families can have spent less than Rs roo in maintaining themselves
till their first harvest. Then there were the usual charges, official
and otherwise, for the village watercourses,” and now new houses
are being built at the very moderate cost of Rs. 200 to 400, Thus
each colonist has required from Rs. 6oo to 8oo for initial expenses,
which is much less than what yesterday’s soldiers spent ; less, too,
than the Inspector’s estimate (Rs. 1,x00) for the average colonist.?
Most of it (as with the soldiers) has been met from savings, but
yields have hitherio proved so disappointing and prices fallen so low
that twenty-eight out of the thirty-four members have had to
borrow from the bank, ten of them for the payment of Government
charges.

On leaving the village we traversed a bit of the old Bar, thread-
ing our way between dishevelled bushes that were half trees and
still more dishevelled trees that were half bushes. The earth was
alternately hard and soft, hard where the clay has been baked for
centuries by the hot sun and soft where a spongy salty efflorescence
lay like half-thawed snow, and the chief sign of life was an occasional
sprinkling of camel dung. No country could be uglier or seem more
entirely forgotten of its Maker, yet morning and evening, at dawn
and at sunset, the grace of heaven descends upon it and east and
west flush with a marvellous beauty. It was hot, and for the first
time this year European clothes felt too thuck  In time we rejoined
the Multan road, which ran ever onwards until il disappeared into
the distant mirage.

9 March.—M ackianwala to Vihari via Chak 421 (10 miles)

In a settled tract villages have a pleasant irregularity of line
and level rising ever higher as the debris of the years accumulates
round them. In a colony they rise straight from
L the level plain, and at this time of year their white
mud-plastered walls stand four-square amidst smiling
crops of wheat. But however smiling things look outside, within

T See p 214: a contractor was given Rs, 6oo for making the water-
courses of four rectangles serviceable.

2 p, 214,

Too thick up
the ground
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all is gloom, and this morning when I gave those who were waiting
for us the usual greeting—' Are you well ? '—they shouk theic
heads sombrely. I noticed that there was not the usual drinking
well in the village square. ‘ We were too poor,” they said, ‘ to sink
it before this: il is 69 feet to the water and it will cost Rs. 1,300 ;
but we shall make it now, and the contract is given.’ The only
shade we could find for our meeting was that of an aged jand 1ree;*
and there we sat packed iogether for three hours, the outer rows
overflowing into the hot sun,

The colonists were mostly Muslim or Sikh Virks, and had come
here in 1928 from thirteen waterlogged villages in Gujranwala.
No one except the headman got more than one rectangle, and in all
but ten cases a rectangle was given to two or even three brotheis,
There were, in fact, twenty-six cases of the Jast, and loud was the
complaint that a living (guzdra) was impossible.? And indeed it is
under existing conditions. At present it is probably just possibie
for a single family to live on a rectangle (25 acres), provided it
cultivates the land itself. But when two, and even tliree, faimlies
have to be maintained, the 25 acres simply cannot do it. But they
might have done it once, when prices were high, and it must be
remembered that these grants were made before the slumnp, Such,
too, is the hunger for land that the Deputy Commissioners who had
to choose the colonists were naturally anxious to provide for as
many of their excellent peasants as possible, and one of them tells
me that once four brothers applied for a single rectangle,

The president of the bank had an unusual point to his credit .
after serving in the army he managed to matriculate. As he keeps
accounts, he was able to tell us how he fared last year, and tle
figures he gave us may be summarized thus :—

Rs.
Gross receipts .. . .. .. 250
(plus tem maunds of wheat, worth Rs. 15, Icept for
home consumption)
Government dues - .. 238
Balance - . . .. 123
This modest balance is in no sense a net profit, since nothing has
been included on account of seed and depreciation on implements
and cattle, etc, How, then, had he lived? He saved Rs. 600 from

T Pyosapis spicigerd.

2 In yesterday's village forty families had only twenty-six rectangles
to support them,

3 His 10 acres of wheat gave 70 maunds, 60 of which he soid ar Re. 1-8
(he held it for a rise), and 1o} acres under cotton gave 40 maunds, which
he sold in the willage for Rs. 160, The gross receipts do not include Lus
fodder crops (2 acres) as they were fed to his cattle. He wag allowed some
remission of Government dues on account of partial harvest failure.
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the first two harvests, which were revenue free and feiched good
prices, and, after spending &s. 400 on a house, had Rs. 200 over:
he also borrowed Rs. s0.  All last year he worked single-handed on
his rectangle, and only twice or thrice, when work pressed, did he
obtain the services of a neighbour with his plough for a day. As
headman of the village, he has now been given another 124 acres,
and with that he should be able tu live,
But can a man and khis family live on one rectangie ? This is
a vital question, for in this colony the ordinary peasant has no
more. I have therefore been at pains to collect

Is ons o figuwes that would answer it. Those given me by the
S ctans : . NPere
suffciont ¢ Manager of the Government Seed Tarm at Vihari

ale e most tiurninating. Seven tenants cultivate
the 8% rectangles of the Farm, and last year, aiter deducting the
bare costs of production® but nothing on account of tood or iabour,
they had an average surpius (per rewant) of Rs. 160 per rectangle
tolive on, This is aloul Rs. 13 a month, or 7 aunas 4 day, whicl
s o nore than a coolie earns. What makes it so siguificant is
that they are cuitivating nader ihe most favourable circumstances,
The land is good, the seed used 1s of the best, and the supervision
is expert, Yields of 15 maunds an acre were obtamed for wheat
aud of 10 ur iz {or collon, wheteas in the tracl we Lave just come
through (so the Mauager sad) ouly 1o or £2 can be expected for
wheat, and 5 or 6 fur cotton, There is yel auother poid in their
favour. A distinctive teature of the colony is that the amount of
water supplied is sufficient of itseif to irrigate only 5T per cent of the
area allotted as against 75 per cenl in Lyallpur? This is done
deliberately to encourage ity caiefal ase aud avoid the veckless
waste comumon in other colunies. But it dues not mean that only
51 per ceal can be caltivated ; for a certam amouni of rain can pe
expected,¥ and with its help, provided the full supply of water is
given and the channels run well, the area can pe considerably
extended, and in this case it was Go per ceat of the whole, Un-
forcanately, however, fu a large pan of ihe colony the supply has

T Seed, implements, upkeep of cattle (i.e. fodder and depreciation on
two pairs of bullocks per 1eclangle!, ana ail Goverament daes.

2 The two percentages are not strictly comparable, since the Lyallpur
percentage is of the culturable commanded area and the Nili Bar is of the gross
area, wlich inciades the viluge site, ete. It was subsequenily found thac if
~nly the cuitivated cormanded avea were considered, an intensity of Go per
cent would be possible without sending anmy more water down the canal,
and this percentage has now been adopted. In the Shahpur (Lower Jhelum)
eolony the corresponding poreertage is 75 (except in soms riverasin villages),
and in the Montgomery colony {Lower Bari Doab) it is 66+6, except on the
Gugera Branch, whers it is 50 (1534).

3 The ralafsll is 8 inches,
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besn deficient, partly for the reasons aiready given,” but mainly
because the Sutlej has not fulfilled the expectations based on its
previous records.?

Let us, however, assume for the colony as a whole an average
cultivated area of 60 per cent, yields of 64 and xo maunds per acre
for unginned cotton and wheat, and vellage prices of Rs. 6 and Rs. 2
per maund for each of them, respectively. [Even on these assump-
{ions, which are a little optimisiic,? a family with cue rectangle will
have only aboul Rs. 121, or about Rs. 10 a month, to meet all their
houselwld aud niscelluneous expenses for a year, and the estimate
makes no allowance for either iinplements or depreciation, as was
done in ihe case uf the Farm tenants.® Incidentally, it is hardly
as much as what an ordinary agricultural labourer earns in the
colony.’

Twice on the 10ad I have met Arain lenants who said they had
beed able to live v half a reclangle, but this was before the heavy
fall in prices and each culiivated 1 o L# acres will chiilies, tobacco,
and vegelubles, We saw at Hansi what a difference intensive
cropping imakes, and if this remedy were open 1o the colonist, his
whole position would be different. But in the greater part of the
colony vegetables aud ihe like me impossible withour a well—the
Suilej is tuo capricious—and wilh water 6o feet o1 more below the
sucface, irrigation wells ate noi practicable. In the village visited

- p. 220,

2 Unhappily, since the Sutley Valley canais were opened, the Sutlej
has beatsn itz own raeord, and less water has come down it than has ever
been recorded (rg2s).

3 For corrent market prices see p. 2, n.1.  Village prices would be 4 to 6
annas less.  As fo yield, figures kindly supplied by the Senior Secretary to the
Financial Commissioners show that in each of the two years ending 1932-3 the
area matured was less than 50 per cent of the allotted area (all culturable),
i.e. 44 per cent the first year and 474 per cent the second. In the two years
a little over & per cent of the crop failed.

4 The basis of the calculation is an area of 100 acres (4 rectangles)
cultivated thus:—

acres
Wheat - .. < ‘e 42
Cotion Ve .. e . .. 20
Fodder ‘e .. e o . ]
Total Ve .. e 60

The tollowing deductions have been made : (a) Government dues (excluding

screage rate) as specified on p. 225, n.2;  (b) Rs. 5 (per rectangle) for village

servants; (¢) secd at the rate of 24 seers per acre for wheat, 6 seers per acre

for cotton, and 1z annas per acre for fodder. The changes in malikana

%lesd \gater rate mentioned on p. 225, n.2, raise the return from Rs, 121 to
. 163,

§ Cf. p. 248,
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iwo days ago experiments with potatoes had failed, and a colonist
who tried to grow vegetables lost much of his crop for want of water
at a critical momeni. In time, as water percolates through from
the canal, the water table will doubtless rise to well level ;* but
that lies too far ahead to be a remcdy for present troubles, Mean-
while, except where conditions are unusually favourable, a family
can expect only the barest subsistence from a single rectangle, and
where the rectangle has to be shared with others, even subsistence
is impossible. In one way, however, the wind can be tempered to
the shorn lamb : Government is the landlord and it can reduce its
dues. And there is a further reason for doing this. In this colony,
owing to the great cost of the scheme, the dues are higher than in
any other.?

Before the slump Government dues were everywhere paid with
reasonable ease, but now in canal-irrigated {racts, where water rate
as well as land revenue has to be paid, they have
become a burden and many can pay them only by
borrowing.® This has been the refrain all along our
route in canal areas,4 and in this village (welve members have
borrowed Rs. 1,000 from the bank to pay their last instalment.
Nine others have borrowed sums varying from Rs. 40 to 100 from
the money-lender, seven of them at 182 per cent and two at 37% per
cent ; and in almost every case an anna in the rupee was deduncted

Government
dues

I Cf. p. 24.
? Assuming 60 per cent cultivated, and cropping as above, these dues

amount to Rs. 212-8 a year per rectangle (including acreage rate, to
Rs, 287-8), thus —

Rs.
Land revenue .. . 3-8 per majured acre,
Malikana (i c. economic ren
less land revenue) .. 3 perallotted acre per annun.
Water rate—wheat Ve 5-4
cotton “s 6-4 { per matured acre.
fodder .. -8
Acreage rate (see p. 214) 3 perallotted acre (Rs, 4-4 if paid
in instalments).
Rates and cesses .. o0-2-10 per rupee of land revenue.

When the facts were represented to Government, 1t was decided to charge
malikana on matured instead of allotted area. A further concession bas been
made since : for the three years ending with the spring harvest of 1936 only
Rs. 1-8 will be charged per acre matured in the case of land perennially
irrigated ; and in the same case the water rates on wheat and cotton given
above have been temporanly reduced by Re. 1 each, the fodder rate being
raised correspondingly.

The colony has also shared liberally in the general remissions of land
revenue and water rate given during the slump (see mext note).

3 Recognizing this difficulty, the Punjab Government has remilted
243 lakhs (£1,822,500), of land revenue (147 lakhs) and water rate (96 lakhs),
In May 1934 water rates were also reduced by 36 lakhs.

4 See pPp. 19, 124.
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by way of discount. In one of the {wo cases, 374 per cent was
charged because the headman did not accompany the borrower :
he generally went with a borrower, not to stand surety, but to give
the money-lender an assurance that, if necessary, he would help
him to recover his loan,® In the other case, a Virk went to a fellow
Virk and was charged 374 per cent for Rs. 40 plus the usual cut,
Another, a Muslim with a wife and two sons, who shared a 1ectangle
with a brother, stood up and said :—

‘I have paid the lambardar® Rs. 66 Rs. 20 are still Jue.
Where shall T get this? I have been to Vihari, but no one will lend
to me, and I have sald all my cotton to pay the Rs. 66.

¢ Can you not sell a bullock ? *

*T have only two, and one is sick, and the other is bad, and
no one will lock at it.’

* And jewellery ?’

' How could I have jewellery? Your Ilot (kismet) is good,
mine is bad. I have bound my belly and paid Rs. 66, I cannot
do more.’

I turned to the president of the bank, Would it be wise tu
make him a member and advance him the Rs. z0? He shook his
head, and I was not surprised ; for he had the dishevelled look of
the typical defaulter, with a face wrinkled, sunken, and feciless,
But it was not easy to turn him down in this way.

We rounded off our inspection by a talk with two women, who
stood timidly side by side against the clean mud-plastered wall of

. a house. One was very shy, and during most of
Village WomeR i1, ¢4k all that could be seen of her face was a large
nose edged with shawl. The other, who was a Muslim, was inore
talkative. She wore a long black smock and the usual dirty grey
cotton shawl over her head, and at first across her face, bLut she
soon let it drop, revealing the pleasant homespun feaiures or
a healthy light-coloured woman of 35. She had been martied at
the age of xx and thonght 11 or 12 the best age for this. Muriage
was sometimes deferved ill 17, but her own daughter was married
at 1, and Rs. 300 were spent on the feasting and entertainment of
the guests, and something further on ornaments, Ornaments must
be given, whether there is money in the house or not.3 Ciherwise,
when a girl goes to the house of her mother-in-law, no one will pay
her any respect. For the same reason she must have a proper
troussean. Those who can afford it give {wenty-one suits (frewar),
athers eleven, and no one less than three.

1 A common practice : cf. Rusticus, 142.
2 Headman.
8 Cf. p. 163.
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A questicn aboul work made the more talkative almost elo-
guent. The grinding .nust be begun before dawn, for when the sun
rises they have to chuwm and, as theie is no well, water must be
fetched from the channels in the fields. Then comes the cooking,
and the taking out of the husband’s meal. Now that there is no
money, clothes cannot be bought and two or three hours’ spinning
has 1o be done every day. Mote giinding, too, is done 10 save the
cust of the buuock mill. "My eves becomne blind with fatigue,
and onty in the hot weather do I get one or two hours’ rest in the
midaie uf iue day." Iven this 1s better than what we were told in
Rohwak.® On one point custom is merciful : child-bicth is followed
by forty days’ rest. As ever amongst peasauls, babes are nursed
for long periods, boys for two and a lalf years aud gids for two.
A girl begins work at 0 ot 7, aud the first tliog she learns 1s to wash
the vessels and play with the yourger children. Then she is given
a proom to clean the house, and she 1s taught to knead and cook.
Ginning the coltun and spmning fotlow, and finally al g ot v she
helps tier wother to grind, This 15 the sevecesl task of all, but at
fiust she does no mere than lay a hali-idie hand on tlie grindstone
handle, and the fug vask is uor done till 16 o1 7.  There is not
strength before this,’” said & womdn in Hissar last montn, also,
wnen a gil coues to live with her hushand, for a year or Lwo she i3
given only light work.,? I could not neip exclaiioing at a system
which spared a girl the labour of grinding uncl of full age but not
the labour of child-bearing,
Yesterday, too, we lLad some talk wiih a village woman,
a Sikb Jatni of aboul 45. She was siding on the ground uuder
a wila capes tree.3 Clad o thick dirty homespuz, v of che skirt
of whicl, appeared five virile toes widely spiead, she had well-uut
features aud a pointed chin, and lovked al us ouwe ol trank but
unroisantic eyes.  She answered all our questions without hesitation
or embarrassment and spoke as one accustomed to the hard realities
of village life, She was mained at 12 and had tne tst of hea six
childgen ab 16 Al had survived exceptr ons, and vhe first four
were boys of Ju tu 18, Cunously, noue of (hewn was married. The
family was too poor, and was doubtiess wailing unid a giri of x0 was
old enough to be exchauged for a bride for une of her brothers.
Her mother did nwe propose tu wmaay her till she was 15 o 16,
which, amungst her people, was now the age of mariiage. In her
youh it had been two or three years youuge:. This change is
characteristic of the central Punjab and paiticudaidy of ibe Sikhs,

T pp. 336, 197
2 Cf, Rusticus, 103.
3 Capparis aphylla.
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who lead in all such matlers. What is perhaps less characteristic
is that she thought education spoilt girls for work. To the difficult
question whether any material change had taken place in regard
to women in the last thirty years she replied thai the chief one was
food, which was now better.

The sun was a little past its meridian when we left the village,
and shone hotly upon us and upon the country round. We passed
through a tract of the old Bér, and the blue tarred road was in hard
contrast to the arid wastes that glittered on either side. It was
almost deserted, and for some miles the only traffic we passed was
a string of camels, who superciliously ignored the road as a super-
fluous innovation. Towards Vihari irrigation began again, and
green wheat appeared flooding round bush and tree like an incoming
tide. It wasnearly three when I sat down to my first meal. ‘ With
some, time gallops withal.’?

10 March~—To Chak 532 and back (B miles)

Is anyone happy in this colony? Certainly the Janglis3
amongst whom we were to-day, morning and evening, were not.
‘'What is your state?’ I asked a large gathering
this moming, greeting them in more guarded terms
than yesterday. ‘ We have no state,” was the reply.
*Our land has been taken away, and we have nowhere to sil.’
Two stalwart women pressed forward and, prostrating themselves,
clung to my embarrassed feet. With difficulty I got them to assume
a more convenient attitude, and we all sat down on the rubbish-
littered edge of the hamlet, a cluster of eleven semi-nomad dwellings.
A few years ago, when the country was a desert, it passed for a
village. Now it would attract no notice at all but that, being old,
it stands a little above the surrounding plain.

The two matrons squatted in front and at once embarked upon
a high-pitched duet, as unintelligible and melodramatic as if it had
been opera, but far less melodious. With difficulty I turned the
duet into a solo, which would be well described as ‘ appassionata ’,
T can give only the gist of her theme, ‘We came here before the
English, before even the days of Sdwan Mal4 Seven generations
have we lived here. We sank two wells, and cultivated the ‘jangal’
wherever there was water from rain, and our camels grazed where
they pleased. Then were we lords of the ‘jangal’. But now our
land has been stolen (here two impassioned arms were flung out

A Jangli
village

T See p. 111,

2 As You Like Iy, iii, 2, 320,

3 See p. 14.

+ A well-known Governor of Multan and the south-west Punjab (1821-44).
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in my direction), and we may no longer go here and there with our
camels, but must work for a wage and pick cotton, and our men
must hire {hemselves out with their camels. Many have left the
village and gone to seek work in the chaks.®* We used 1o drink our
fill of the milk of our goats and camels ; but now our milch camels
are few : there is no grazing for them. Some have died, and the
others are weak.’? I managed at last to stop the flow of her elo-
quence with questions about herself. She had three sons, aged
26, 22 and 12, and only the eldest was married. She would marry
the next when her daughter was old enough to marry and an
exchange of brides would be arranged. Unlike the Gujranwala
women of yesterday, she had nursed her sons for two years and her
daughter for two and a half, obeying, so she said, Muslim law
(Shariat3).

* Why this difference ? ’ T asked.

“ A girl is the lowlier, and God pities her.’

‘Then do mothers love their girls more than their boys? "’

‘How could that be sa? Both are of the womb.’

But those around agreed that a father was fonder of his sons
and a mother of her daughters, since a son lightened his father’s
work and a daughter her mother’s. I asked when a girl began to
help her mother. ‘At 5 or 6, she learns to bring things. Then she
picks the lice out of her mother’s hair ; * and so on, as in yesterday's
talk.

‘Weak and beggarly elements’ were these people, but how
clean their houses were. Houses I say, but really they were

. dwellings in the intermediate stage between tent
g:ﬁﬁn g and house : the usual mud-plastered walls, of course,

but the roof thatched with riverain grass and sup-
ported by short crocked undressed tree trunks. In one case large
holes had been torn in the riverain grass; yet the room below was
spotless, and all its simple possessions, lacquered chests, many-
coloured baskets, earthenware pots, were exquisitely arranged.
Some were protected from the dust by a blanket woven out of the
waool of camel and goat, and on the wall was a long strip of tapestried
cloth embroidered with comic animals. This had been worked by
one of the girls, and it was her duty twice a day to dust everything

¥ Villages.

2 Cf. p. 2z2.

3 I understand that the custom of nursing a son for two, and a daughter
for two and a half years, which some follow {e.g. in Mianwali}, is not based
on the Shariat. The Koranic injunction is as follows :— And we have
enjoined upon man concerning his parents—Fis mother beareth him in
weaknes§ upon weakness, and his weaning is in two years’ (Swrah 31,
para. I14).
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in the zoom. ‘ Even if we have 1o go without our food, it may be
for two meals, we still keep everything clean and in its place : it is
a matter o izzat.* {Here indeed was izzal al its proper task.?)
Yet, according to the police, all in the village are cattle-thieves.
But amongst Janglis cattle-thieving is an honourable sport.3

On the way back we talked of the Janglis and their tale of woe.
1t is an old compilaint and whenever I meet them I hear il ;4 but
- it is none the less human for thar, One is reminded
gé‘g‘eg;imad of the tragedy of the Red Indians, and one realizes

with sadness the inexorable modern law which
demands that he who produces liltle shall give way to him who
produces muci. All tnat can be done is 10 make the adjustment
as beatable as pussible and to give the best of the new age in return.
In the Nili Bér tiie probiem presented peculiar difficulties, because
it was the last of the Punjab Bais to be colomzed and Janglis who
had failed to get land eisewhere came here to 1y their luck. The
Colonization Oihicer, who has throughour fought a good fight for
both colorust and Jangli, spent months traveising the desert on
& camel in orGer to examine all claims on the spot, and even doubtlul
ones were admitted. The gathering of the Janglis into wvillage
settlements mevitably involved haidsiip and discontent. Many
of the clarms were to 1sulated spots, and many more touched widely
scattered areas. As Jangli and coleuist couid nov be mixed like
wheat and gram, some concentralion was necessary, and this was
doue willt the most wnder consideration for cld associations., Here
aud there, in response o fervent appeal, isolated groups were left
where ihey had always been, but eveniuaily all in tutn asked to be
re-settled amongst theun kilh and kin.  In slort, it may be said that
i this colony, as in every othei, tlie Colonization Officer has taken
the Jaugli under his special proteciion, and one of them felt so
keenly for themn chat one evening, in draftmg his annual report, he
found his pen wricing as follows :—

‘ The yeat has been one of real progress. The open spaces of
the desert have everywhere been parcelled ovur in meticulous
rectangles : jungal trees have been felled, and the wandering camel
uacks of the waste have given place to the durable macadam of
public 10ads, 1unuing for miles without a curve or a gradient. The
goat-terd’s pipe and e quavering love-song of the camel-driver
are mute, and jn their place we heat the klaxon of the lorry and the

¥ This cleamdiuess is entirely charscterisiic of tha Jangh, and only less so
of the wastem Punjab, see p. 144, n. 5.

2 Cf, p, 50,

3 Cf p. 14,

+ Cf p. 22, Pepsant, 128-9, and Rusiicus, 214-15, 236,
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folding harmonium of the peripatetic preacher. The reed encamp-
ments of the nomads, open to sun and wind and clean as a dancing
floor, have been replaced by the dark midden-infested mud houses
of the central Punjab. The nomad himself, once free of the Bar
and of his neighbour’s cattle, has been pegged out, Prometheus-like,
on his 25 killas,® while the vultures of progress (who shall be name-
less) bury their obscene beaks in his vitals.
“ O fortunatos nimium sua si bona novin,
Pastores,” "

But there is another side to this, and it was put to us uncon-
sciously by a Jat whom we met on the road. Small, thickset, and
65 years old, he was walking to Khénewal (fifty miles away) to
rejoin a brother, who in the days of high prices had bought 6} acres
for Rs. 3,500. With the help of a well, in addiljon to the canal,
he is still able to support himself and his family. ‘Nothing is
saved, but he can live.” This Jat, too, has a family—a wife and
three sons—and to support them he has been walking about the
Nili Bar to find land he could lease. But his labour has been in
vain, and his fajlure and his greal need made him eloquent.

* Why does the Sirkar not give me land ? Our work is cultiva-
tion. What else can we do? Where else can we go? We must
have land.’

‘ The Sirkar cannot give everyone land. Jats are many, and
the land is limited.’

* Then why does it give land to the great and not to the poor ? ’

* It has given it to many who are poor, especially to those who
have done it service.,’

‘But I have committed no fault. I have not stolen, I have
done no crime. Why cannot I be given land too? I have a wife
and two children and only three ghumaon.’3

Simple words these, but spoken with such force that they
seemed to express the very soul of the Jat and the peasant’s age-old
hunger for land. And this is the justification for depriving the
" Jangli of his freedom.

NOTE oN THE NILI Bir CoLony

The Colonization Officer, Mr. F. B. Wace, 1.C.S., who has
kindly read the substance of this chapter, considers that for the

T A rectangle contains 25 killas: there is a play on the word, which in
Punjabi also means ‘ peg’ (in Urdu kela). ) .

3 * Shepherds, happy, 10o happy, did they their blessings know ' (Vergil,
Georgic, i1, 458). ¢ Pastores’ has been substituted for ‘ Agricolae ’.

3 In this tract and all along the Ravi a ghumaon is equal to an acre:
between ihe Ravi and the Sutlej it is a little less, either 826 or -759 of an
acre.
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time to which it relates it gives ‘ a fair average ’ view of the colony
as a whole. That it should be so gloomy is due to three main
factors. Firstly, there was ‘ a series of unexpectedly short supplies *
of waler in the Sutlej.* Secondly, to meet the high cost of the
scheme, charges were pitched higher than in former colonies ; and
thirdly, prices suddenly collapsed. It can be understood that, in
the peculiar circumstances, the position of the Coivnization Officer
was a very difficull one, torn as he was between the desire to make
things easier for the settler and the fear of jeopardizing the finance
of the project. Fortunately the colony was m good hands, and
the high standard set by Mr, Wace has been maintained by his
successot, Mi. H. D, Bhauot, I.C.3. M, Bhanot hias been assisted
in his rask by Government’s financial concessions to the colonijst?
and by the efficient contiol exercised by the Canal Department
over the water supples.d The low prices, howevesr, remain, and
they cast a deep shadow cver the colony. In spite of this, the
Colomzation Uiicer, writing m 1932, 18 able to report that ‘ although
ihe Niii Bér may uot be what it promused to be in 1927, . . . it
will yeu be the home of ihe careful cultivavor, tilling his land with
sagacity, and using his water to the fullest advantage;’ and he
adds that ‘ no othe. colony has taught he caliivator the economical
use of water better than the Nili Bar '—a lesson surely necded in
other colonies as well (1934).

* Pumal Colonizs Rpi. (1932), 16.
2 p, 225, D2,

3 Ibid., 16.

4 Ihid., 6.
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CHAPTER XI1I
GURDASPUR AND SIALKOT

Jar WIrE AND MOTHER-—SERVICE—THE PEASANT WITH ONE
Proucu

Sunday, 15 March.—Ram Das to Deva Baba Nanak (8 miles)

A LITTLE over two years ago 1 started off on my first tour from
Gurdaspur,® I thought I would complete the circuit of my wan-
derings by ending my second in its neighbourhood, Every story
should have a peaceful, if not a happy, ending, and in the Punjab
peace can best be had in the shadow of the great hills. These are
still fifty miles away, but yesierday when I rode my first march
from Fatehgarh ihe vast shadowy form of the Daulah Dhar* was
in sight. The district—Gurdaspur—requires little description, as
I have alrcady described the tract in which it lies in The Punjab
Peasant3 Tt is essentially submontane, which means that the
rainfall is good,# that holdings are small, and vegetation rich.
I confess to a particular weakness for it, as it was amongst its simple
and not very prudent peasantry that I learnt the rudiments of
Co-operation. Ii is characteristic of its old-fashioned ways that
this morning when I held the chickS back for one of my older
visitors on the conclusion of his visit, he at once took a step back
into the middle of the room, exclaiming : * No, no—I am a man of
the old ideas’

On my way here, after attending a meeling of the local Banking
Union at Singhpura, I had a look at the village, which consjsts of
about 150 houses, In 1929, inspired by the zaildar,
who lives there, the village created a panchayat
to keep the village clean. Not being formed under
the Act, it is on truly representative lines® and consists of three
Jats, the Jocal headmaster, a doctor, an oil-presser, and a sweeper,

Self-taxation
and sanitation

T Rusticus, I

2 See ibid,, 7.

3 D. 24.

4 Ahout 36 inches.

5 A blind of split reeds.
6 Cf, pp, 138 f,
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A sweeper is paid Rs. 5 a month to keep the lanes clean (his wife
does the work) ; the drinking wells are disinfected; ponds and
depressions are being filled up, and people are encouraged to use
metal vessels for drawing water instead of earthenware, which get
broken and choke the well. Money has been raised by a grant of
Rs. 50 from the village fund (trees are sold) and of Rs. 40 from the
village bank, by levying an anna on each basket of vegetables
brought into the village,* and by doubling the cess (Rs. 144) lor
the village watchman : this last was felt to be a liiille severe.
Self-taxation for more traditional ends, generally rehgious, is
common and I have given many examples of it, but for sanitation
it is rare, and on this tour I can recall only the sixteen Moga villages
mentioned on page 116 and a village in Amritsar, which spent
Rs, 500 on paving its lanes. On my last tour, too, I came acruss
only one or two examples.* That, however, there should be any
examples at all indicates a possibility.

The pleasantest feature of a very pleasani day was a. talic witi
the wife of a retired cavalry sergeant, a Sikh Jat. We found her
spinning in her small but spotless courtyard with ner
grown-up married daughter at her side. The mother
wore homespun and kept her face almost completely concealed,
but the daughter, who wore pyjama trousers, was unveiled, and
after the first moments looked at us without embarrassment. She
was a good-looking buxom lass with plump well-rounded features—
the kind that Eastern poets compare to the full moon--and a gentiy
resolute face. She was one of eight children, of whom three were
dead, She herself was already a mother and was paying he
parents a visit to show them her first-born, an infant ot four monihs,
She was happy, therefore, and free of all a mother-in-law’s 1es-
traints.3 She was married at 17, but her mother not till she was 21.
The mother thought 17 qr 18 the best age for marriage, and thanks
to the teaching of the zaildar’s grandfather, of whom sumetinng
will be said presently, this is now the custom. Though her husband
was 54, he did not look a day older than 40, He had a frank kindly
look, and as we talked of his domestic life, his virile bearded face
filled with a woman's tenderness.

It is the village custom for women to rest for forty days aiter
the birth of a child and do no work at all, and both mocher and
davghter had done this.# When I asked the daughier aboul et
first-born, she jumped up and, climbing on to a low wall dividing

A Jat interior

* The collection of this tax for a year was anctioned and fetched Ras, zo.
% Rusticus, 168.

3 Cf. p, 286.

4 CL p. 227,
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the courtyard in two, stretched out two gracelul arms towards the
girls and boys chal thronged ihe roof of the neighbouring house,
and down came the gayest little mite I have ever seen of his age.
At a snap of the fingers, he became all smiles and his eyes danced
with delight. It was a singularly picturesque and homely scene:
the mother spinning the snowy cotton thread, and the daughter
dandling her merry firsti-boru in her arms ; al then back, the high
ciean mud-piastered wall of the sipall wowyaid, and cresting ns
top, fiity boys and gixls in many-coioured garmeuts. somelwilicL.ag
with excitemend, others in rapt atteniion, and many leaming upon
the ramgart of dung-cakes which were drying in the sun. Neither
mother nor daughter had sutfered much m childbrih—a 1nartier
ot two to tour hours: it raiely lasts more than thai, aud the viliage
mudwile was there to help. She cannot dv much during the crisis,
but she kuows what to do afterwards. Tle mother nursed her
boys for two and a quarter yeais and her daughters for cne and
three quarters. ' Why this difference? I asked. ' A poy is
dearer,’ and the sergeant said this was because a boy would becurme
master of the land.* This, however, was Lhie ouly difference rade.
1 asked iie movher how many children she houghr sufficieut.
“Two, she replied. ‘care can then be taken of {hewn.” And
what do yow think ¢’ 1 saad, cuoung to the daughter. * One,” was
her monosytiabic reply, and she danced her gay half-naked first-born
belore her.?

The mother rises at five, and che fisi thing shie does is (o set
the chopped fodder befute the {wo cows and the builalo that shaie
the comiyard with the household—the byre was beaulifully swept.
Then follow abluuons (a servanl brmgs the water), and an hour or
lwo are spent in cavrning the butter, and so on ali day with one
task or another, and when there is nothing else to be done, she
spins. There 1s no end wo this, foi there ate o 1nore danghters
to be married and ihieh ciothes have to be prepased, Each wiil
et five suits, of which three will be made at home and twe bought,
aad the three will lake six mounths to prepare3 The eidest daugh-
ter’s maitiage dud not cost much, Noihing was spem upon jewel-
lery; for, in accordance with the uew ideas, il was ueither given
ror taken, The chief expense was the entectaioment of the guests,
and the only bowrowing was in kind—gld aud so forth—frow
aeighbows, who were tepaid laler.  The sergeant is a thrifty fellow
aud, owning only 25 acies of not very good land, he has need to be
careful. The mother did not educate her eides girls, bul she nieans

T Ci pp. 227, T20

2 Cf, pp 211, 212,
3 L op. 229,
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to educate her youngest—a significant sign of the iimes. ‘New
ideas have come, she said: but this was the only change she
admilted, and she declared that her daughter was no freer than
she was and had the same ideas and worked as hard. They do
very little work outside the house, but inside keep everything
scrupulously clean, and all the sweeper does is to remove the rubbish,
which every day is piled in a corner. The mother controls the grain
consumed in the house, and though the sergeant sells the rest. he
consults her before selling. The house was delightful—every room
well plastered, simply furnished and, what is more, well windowed ;
and all the pots and pans were arranged in shining rows above lw
well-ordered chests below. Throughout there was a fragrance of
simplicity and affection, and whether one looked at the sergeant
or listened to the shy gentle iones of his wife, one ielt that here
was the marriage of true minds.

I rode on accompanied by the zaildar, who, despite his 74 years,
held himself as erect as when over fifty years agu he rode with
Lord Roberts to Kabul. He is a Sikh and comes of
virile Jat stock, and both his father and grandiather
were admirable examples of the type produced by
the old light.® His grandfather in particular had a fearless sincerity
of character, which the following story illustrates. He had a bent
thumb, which he could not move freely, and one day Le was asked
how it had come about, ‘When I was a young man,’ lie said,
‘1 did what was unlawful with a woman. My mother heard of it
and asked me if it was true. I denied it, and she asked me to swear
by touching her body that it was not true. I touched her with
my thumb and swore, and since then it has been bent, jor I had
lied.” A brief enongh tale, but it has left its mark upou the viilage .
‘ for four generations (writes a grandson) it has forined paii of all
good fathers’ advice to sons who feel their hearts slippiug to the
left.’

When the Sardar’s turn came to rule his family and the viliage,
he banned three things—bhathi,* haiti,3 and chatti—grain-roasting,
shop-keeping, and bribe-giving : grain-roasting because it led to
waste of time in casual snacks, and shop-keeping because it mulii-
plied wants, Nor would he allow the young men to use antimony
for their eyes (what would he say to the young women of to-day
and their cosmetics ?) or anyone in his household to lic abed after
dawn. He himself got up for worship long before, and any bed he
found in the courtyard after that would be confiscated tor a night,

The old light
and service

* Another member of the family is mentioned on p. 125, .1
3 Oven for roasting grain.
3 Shop.
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and its occupier would have to Iie on the floor. Twice a day his
whole family—wiic, sons, daughters and daughicrs-in-law, and any
relative living under his roof—had to pay him the homage due in
India from younger to elder, and i return to receive his blessing ;
and ihe mother whosa child, or ever infart, was absent was sure of
rebuke. At the evening ceremony, all squatted reverently on the
ground befvre lis charpoy * and aiter the evenmg prayer had been
suwid he would teil them .ales ol the past—' stories by which men’s
heails are pleased . But it was not enough ihat stories should
please, and m tetung them he would analyse the causes of {oiiune
or misfortune 1n family or State. He was a despoi, but his despot-
ism was benevolent and inspied by the Hinda feeling for service.
Near the village ihe main road crossed a dep.ession, which the
monsoon turned mnto a sivough.  Noticiag how otten carts got stuck
llieve, he kept a man and a pair of buffaioes there during the mon-
soou {July to September) to nelp them threugn, Most daracieristic
was his passion for trees. 1t is said thal hie never visiled a village
without planting a new vne or setting a young oue straighe, and
that when he died his tiees exceeded a lakh.3 The figure may be
legendaiy, but I am assured by his grandson that ne found Singhpura
‘barren as brass’ and iett it a garden of kikar phualani, and
shishani

So good a landlord couid not be iudifferent to debt, and if ne
tound any of hiy people sevously invulved, he would nut zest nulil
accounts had been satisfactonly sctiled. He would allow the
creditor to claim only what was fair, but wowd aiso oblige 1ne
deblor to self whati he coula, even his cattle, and if this Jdid uo
sulfice to seltle the account he paid the balance himself. Then
there was health, He kept a liss of all the village boys frowm 5 yeats
oid to 20, and duariug 1he monsoon he would have them all up
before Lim vuee o day and give thewn a dose of gur, ghi, and onions
io protect them from fever. kis accounts show that this cest hun
12 10 TO cawsters of ghi a year and some 20 maunds of gu. In
aunutler respect he was ahead of his times . ke diougin su il of early
marriage that he woula have nothing to do with the martiage of
a boy under 17 ot a girl under 14 and would uot even send a word
ol congraluiation.

But his wost endeaing trail was his tesimg tor the setvant.
Whenever he paid a visit, his {irsl care on atriviug was 1o see that

Bed

p- Go.

3 rog,oun

4+ Aracia arabica.
5 Dalbergra 515500,
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his servant weas comfortably housed—even now a necessary pre-
caution'—and at meals he weuld make him sit by his side and pass
him his oewn dish (#hat) that there might be no distinction between
them. The man who walks, he would say, requires more and better
food than the man who rides. Amongst servants he ranked
washerman and sweeper highest for their share in keeping man and
his dweliing place clean, and when either came to see him he would
greet them first? One at least or the village sweepers deserved
this unusual compliment. He had done so well with his lanud and
was so respected that his neighbows cailed hin Chowdhiy3 Gue
day tne Sardar found him coliecting and remwoving manure. He
asked him why Le did this when there was no need, and he received
the reply . ‘I 1 do not do this work, which 1s my work, I should
not obtain saivation (mukh).” In the same spirit the wife of
Ranjit Singh's* waterman, who lived in the village, though weli off
used to carry a skin of watet to one o1 viher house every day. Iun
all this, Sardur, waierman, and sweeper were fulfiiling the old
Hindu idea 1hat caste is based not upon piviege but upon duly
and that all should do the work that thelr fathers have done before
them and do it mn a spirit of service. Tlus is the very essence of
the old light, and the new hght has nothing betrer.

16 Maych.—LDera Baba Nanak to Kalanawy (8 wiites)

Approaching Kalanaur in the late afterncon, I was waylaid
by the members of one of the six co-cperative societies there and
asked to open a small library they had just started.
The opening I could not refuse so unusual a request, touching, too,
ﬁir‘:r;ﬂlage a matter akin to my own tastes It was dusk before
the ceremony could take place, but this did not
preveut a lung address ot welcome followed by a poem, which made
great play of my too susceptible nmame. We finally repawed io
the library itself, a room m the bazaar 10 feet by 6, and in token of
1ts new being realty open—ic had been cetnporaily closed for the
careinony—1I saspended a large board. inscribed with the iibrary’s
name, on hooks, which refused tu suppott it. However, by now
i was too dark fur a defect of this kind tc signity. This is the
fourth village iiprary I have come across on my two tours’ and
they are ane of the pest signs of the new light.

O ope 273

? In India the iuletior in slaticn pays the frat greeting.
3 See p. 215, n.3

+ Former rdler of the Pungab, died 1839,

3 Rusiiclys, 69, 83, 260.
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17 Marche~ Kalanawr to Trinku via Shahur (6 malcs)

A leng Lot day starting before nine and not ending till after
four. It began with a visit to the spot where in 1556, at the age
of 13, the illiterate Akbar, descendant of Jinghiz Xhan and Tamer-
lane, was crowned * ¥mpercr of Hundnstar *~-a simple enough place
for so greai an eveat. There is but a broad plinth 3 feet high,
supporting at one end a long solid seat made of plastered brick.
This was the Emperor’s throne. and w fioni of il, sunk i the
piinth, is a deep bath 4 feet square. Close by, a few mango tress
stand sentimel, and beneath their snade 1s a well iarge enough, 1t was
said, 1o uccommodate twelve Peisian wheels.

We stopped al a village 10 inspect the Lakhau Khurd Banking
Union.*  Zighty-eigin co-upesators were present, including eighteen
- Presidents of village banks. MHaving jast 1'e.}d in the
goverament®  PaPer 2 staterment made in the House of Commons

by a weil-known poltician that ‘ the movement for
seif-goverument had now touchied the most Tural parts ', 1 thought
I would see how far this was su with these parts, Two of thuse
present, the president and an educated Hindu money-lende:, were
sufficiently well acquainted with the Refoiun scheme. But when
I asked the eighty-six others what they knew about the Legislalive
Council at Lahore, one, and one only, said it was for making iaws.
Or tise others who ventared an opinion vne said it was ‘ for security ’
(#ifazat), another “for the woik of the countiy ' (mulk ka hamy,
d thitd * for the betterment of ihe agiiculiurist’, and o fouril,
commg ncarer the maik, * to discuss whatever work nad to be done
py Government'. ‘So much do we undersiand’ (und samaph),
he added. No one, except the president and the mousy-leudes,
Liad the Jeast idea how inany the Council cuusisied of, and the only
guess hazarded was four. There was mach laughter when 1 adiut-
ted ihat 1 did not kaow either® A.youe nearing these replies
might weli have supposed that no one had a vote for the Councu,
but when voters were asked to raise their hands, tweniy-six shoi
up, Ouly thiee could vote for ihe Assenibly oo the Council of
State, aud one uf them erely knew that the Assembly made ‘ the
big laws . No ope else knew anythiog about edher. 'We are
zewindars, and kaow uothiug,” said oue in excuse, When it came
to questions about the Mmisters, there was the same almost universal

* A Banking Union, of which there are sixteen in this district and
sixty-five m tie Punjeb, 15 very like » small Central Co opersuve Bank,
but differs from it m certain unportaat respacta; eg. all its shareholders
are societies, its rachus 15 only fen or fifteen miles, and it distributes no
duvidend {2943).

? The awnaver iy minedy.
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ignorance, A dwrector of the Union (he has a brother employed in
the High Court) knew there were three, and the Treasurer said that
their work was ‘ to make known whatever order came from above ',
At this point the president, evidently feeling that the zemindars
required a word of apologia, got up and said : ‘ Those whose bellies
are full may know these things, but not those whose lot il is 1o fast.’

The significance of this account is that it relates to one of the
best Banking Unions in the Punjab (it was seen by members of the
Simon Commission three years ago), and that the gathering con-
sisted almost entirely of presidents of village banks and members
of their commuttees.

The Union was founded by its president, Ch. Allah Rakha,
one of the men who have made, and been made, by Co-operation
in the Punjab. He is the typical small peasant
proprietor, and though small in stature, his wrinkled
face, reddish complexion, and shining eyes would be
noticed anywhere. Born in 1840, he lost his father at the age of 16,
and having to support the rest of his family he left school forthwith.
Having been there only three years, he was barely literate ; but,
determined to get on, he educated himself and did this so successfully
that for many years he kept the accounts of his village bank and
of the Union, He inherited only 3% acres from his father, but took
more on rent, and by dint of hard work and great economy he was
able to save about Rs, 100 a year and in 1go3 to buy 12z acres for
Rs. 1,300, His great piece of luck (he said) was getting twelve
years’ work out of his only pair of bullocks; bui even so it was
a great achigvement, for he had to support an aged mother and
a sick sister as well as a wife and son. In rgos, he was made head-
man of his village, aud this brought him into touch with the co~
operative movement, which staried in 1906. That year, he and
nine others (the minimum membership is ten) agreed to form a
village bank, but when it came to the point the nine backed out,
fearing—an almost universal fear in those days—that ‘ the Sirkar
will Joot our money ’. At this juncture he was repaid a mortgage
loan of Rs. 350, and he offered to deposit the whole amount with
the bank, and also to pay the first share instalments of those who
would join it. Inspired by this, others took the place of the back-
sliders and the bank was launched. Next year they got a Govern-
ment loan of Rs, 350 at 4 per ceni, and a year later Allah Rakha
deposited a further sum, the fruits of another mortgage loan, and
so, little by little, the bank grew. In the mornings he busied
himself with his land, but after the mid-day meal, when othets
took their rest, he went about preaching the gospel of Co-operation,
and such was his zeal that his neighbours said—* Co-operation has

A pioneer of
co-operation
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cast a spell upon him.” In 1914, the village banks of the ncigh-
bourhood were grouped into a Banking Union to act as a balancing
centre and financial link with the outside world, and now ihere are
forty-one member societies and the Union's deposils amount 1o
nearly a lakh, much of which comes from the societics themselves.
But best of all, within the Unijon’s five mile radius, 85 per cent of
the householders are co-operators. Allah Rakha is now president
of five co-operative societies of different kinds and a director of two
important provincial co-operative institutions., He is also head of
a local panchayat. It would be difficult 1o find a beiter and more
enthusiastic co-operator in the province.

It was very hot when we remounted our patient horses. The
fields were deserted, but the Persian wheels were at work ; unmelo-
diously, for the earthenware pot is here replaced by the econornical
but ugly iron bucket. Melody, however, there was from a magpie
robin, and scent, ioo, from the mimosa bushes by the wayside,
Everywhere siretched the wheat, its rich green shot with rivulels
of blue where the flax was in flower. Lying under the all-embracing
sun the whole earth seemed pregnant wilth fruition. The heat was
great, and I envied the almost naked young men bathing by the
wells, whose light brown bodies shone as they dripped in the sun-
light, Huge banyan trees gave deep shade to those who would zest
and be cool, and in the courtyards of the many villages we passed
women were at work spinning. At four we sighted our snowy ients
on the banks of the Ravi, at a ford where in 1837, after marching
all night, Nicholsen defeated a large party of mutineers, who were
making their way to Delbi after bloody deeds at Sialkot. At sunset
I bathed, and as I did so, a herd of buffaloes came towards the river
in a soft white mist of sandy dust, and plunging in moved majesti-
cally through the shallow blue water, their great barrels black
and shining against the evening sky. At that moment Devi®™—so I
have always called her for her goddess-like form—appeared large,
shadowy, and snowy white out of the cloud that had hidden her
all day.

18 March—Trimmu to Kot Nainan (7 miles)

When we set out this morning at eight the goddess had with-
drawn into her mysterions depths. Threading our way through
the dew-drenched wheat we quickly came to the river, and our
ponies splashed through water hardly up fo their knees. But when
we came to its tributary, the Ujh, which no canal has tapped, we

1 Goddess,
164



242 GURDASPUR AND SIALXOT

badro hesl vp our legs behind us to keep them dry.  Midway I heard
a heavy spiash and, lookig back, saw one cf my train on his back
in the turbid red water and his pony roliing at his side.

We were now in the Shakargarh tahsil, and a few miles through
rich wheat lands brought us to the headquariers of another Banking
Union. We found some forty co-operators gathered
together in the president’s garden. And a very
pleasant gaiden it was. A peach tree was still in blossom ; the
pomegranates wete just coming inte leal, and the mango tree under
which we sat was on the poiuc of buisting into fiower. The sur-
roundings were perfect aud the air cool, and everything designed
for friendly converse rather than formal inspection, The result
was four hours talk. We first touched on tiewr marriage customs,
Most of those present were Hindu Rajputs, a tribe that is divided
inlo wany carefuily graded clans. 1t is everyone's ambition to give
his daughter in marriage to one of a higher clan, but for this he has
to pay « bride price of Rs. 1,000 to 2,000, now 1educed, owing to
the fall in prices, to Ks. 30 t0 1,500.F So large a sum must usually
pe borrowed, anyhow in part. Contraiiwise, one who would make
money seus nis daughter—no otber words can be used—to one of
a lower clan. ALl bui 5 per cent (it was said) do one or the other.
This was admitiedly & matiter for shame, buc the individual was
powerless to change 1t.  Action must come from the whole tribe,
and this is dddcull with memnbers scattered over an area wide
enough to include the neighbouring state of Jammu. Another
bada custorn, female infanticide, was once comrnon, but five years ago
the Maharaja ol Jammu and Kashmir took wigorous action, and
now (it is said) it hardly exiscs.*

Fhe president had moch to say about the heavy burden of
taxation on the peasant, I asked how Le would cut it down,
& mominde’ In the old days, he repled, the Panjab bhad only a
gﬂ::;‘lnfefr ® Lientenant Governor and oune Financial Commis-

swner, WNow there are a Governor, two Members,
three Ministers, and twou Financial Commissioners. ‘ And are
things better ur are they worse 7~ Le asked uonically, and he added,
* The Ministers’ salanes should be cut and land 1evenue reduced.
I pointed out, obviously enough, that though their salaries were
R=. 5,000 a month {£4,500 & year, whicl is more than most English

Rajput brides

v

© Over 82 per cezt of the Gujarg of Stakargarh are sald to do much the
SaIne

* Cf.: ‘It is believed that female infanticide still occurs amongst the
best horn tamilies of Rajpuls who cannol mariy e girls into their own
farcitles and will npt masry them into famnilies lese well horn ’ (Calvert, An
Economic Survey of the Havipur and Mongarh Taluqas of the Kangra Distvict,
Bid. of Lcon, Engy. Publication No. 9 (1933), p. 3)-
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Cabinet Ministers get), to cut them would not help very much
towards a reduction of land revenuc and water rate, which amounted
to about 8% crores (£6% millions) a year. Someone (not for the first
time on this tour) suggested the much more effective remedy of
a general salary cut. T said that I had already suggested it to
a high official and that he, too, was willing ; and I think most would
be willing if they saw what T have seen of the peasant’s difficulties
during the last three months.* We passed on to another grievance,
the difficulty that zemindars have in finding employment for sons
they have educated at great expense. ‘The other evening,’ said
the president, ‘I was sitting here and heard a greai noise, as of
a riot. A boy, entrance-passed,® was beating his father because
he had not got him employment, and people were trying to separate
them. The entrance-passed zemindar is like the dhobi's dog—
neither of the ghat3 nor of the house. The zemindars are poor and
get nothing, but those who have plenty in their houses, even though
they may be fools, they are regarded as wise.’
In the evening a spruce little bright-eyed Khatri showed me his
garden, and he is by no means the first Khatri I have met on this
. tour who has had something of this kind to show.
%ﬂ a;’gt“pmmg The son of a Canal Officer, after passing his B.A. in
1917 he became Private Secretary to the late Sir
Pertab Singh and did not come here till 1924. Till then he had
hardly given a thought to his 300 acres, but now he farms 40 of them
himself with the help of five labourers. Owing to the low price
of wheat he is putting more land under tobacco and toria.5 He had
just planted the tobacco, some of it with his own hand, His
pleasantest possession is a large garden full of fruit trees with a
glorious view of the goddess, who appeared again in the evening
light, though dimly. The headmaster of the local Middle school
was with us and, hearing he belonged to the neighbourhood, I asked
him what the goddess was called. * The Himalayas (Kok Himdlya)'
was the best he could do,® but someone else with a more inquisitive
mind volunteered—'Devi Mdta’, the Divine Mother. And indeed
the name suits her well, for, rising straight from the plain, with
snowy arms outstretched she broods lovingly over the earth at
her feet.

T A general 10 per cent cut was made in 1932 : in 1933, 5 per cent was
restored.

2 1.e. who had matriculated.
3 The steps down to tank or river where bathing and washing are done.
+ Cf, pp. 10, 25.
3 Brassica campestrid.
6 CE. Rustious, 9.



244 GURDASPUR AND SIALKOT
19 March~ Kot Naivan to Shakergart (7 miles)

A radient monung with a ligln tyveeze. The mango groves
stood ouc like dark islands in the sea of wheat, and the pied wagtails
shone white and black against the clear sky. In the
fields some were taking their ‘lassi-wela’® snack,
brought out to them in shmmg brass vessels by their
wives, who squatted on the ground in front of them while they ate.
Others were ploughing the fallow lands [or cotton or cane or, it
might be, for an early sowing of millet {Aar) and an hour earlier,
before the sun was up, their cattle-rousing shouts had wakened me
fron: sl.op. The ploughman has to start early, for in this tract
buffalo is yoked with bullock, ana the buffalo flags when the mid-
day heat begins. That and his siowness of foot are agains{ him.
His advantage is nis price, 30 to 40 1upees instead of the %0 or 8o
requived for a buliock, and his curmnon use is a sign of the low
standard of living produced by small holdimgs and a dense population.

The dense population was reflected m the craffic on the road.
In the Nili B4r one may ride for miles without mecting a soul, but
here harclly a furiong. Amongst those we mel was
a family of Chamars, who expected to cover the
wwenly miles to Guidaspur by the evening, although the mother
had a babe in her arms and the fatho was carrying a hoy of four
on oue side, a hugqa on the other, and a bundle of clothes on his
back, The poy kept his balance by leaning his arms upon his
father's puggarree, over which his head locked at us cheerfully.
This family live on the proceeds of 10 acres, hali of which they
have 1o give their landlord. Then came o woman journeying lo
Gurdaspur on foot, to see the son she had educated by the sweat
uf her brow. Het husbaud died when he was a few months old,
Landless and friendless, she not only brought him up but educated
Inm, and new he 15 a clerk at Gurdaspur. ° How did ynu do this,
Mother ¢’ ‘I earned money by working for others; I cooked
iheir {ood, scoured their vessels, and washed their clothes,” Many
of those we met seemmed bound for the courts. One was a village
woney-lender, as thm and sciaggy as the little brown pony that
bore him. Twelyve years ago Le got a decree for Rs. 200 agamnst
) Gu;ax and,- ha:vang Tecovered nothing, was on 111§Nyva§3 to court to
ger it 1enewed for another twelve years, He is typical of the large
" class of areditors who recover with infinie dlfﬁculty only part &f
“What the conrts award them.* A very different type was a Muslim

T Literally ‘ butter-milk time’.

2 “ Ot the amount decreed and sued for recuvery each year not more than
26 per cent .s rezovered thucuyh the courts’ {Tb. Bkg. Engy, Rpt., 120) ;

but before the slump ancther 25 to 50 per cent wag pr ob'Lbly recovered out
of court (hid , 121).

The buffalo at
the plough

Wayfarers
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barber with wife and child. The child was withering—one had
already withered and died-—and they were taking him to a Hindu
village 1o have his back fomented with cow’s dung and ak.* ‘ Why
not do this at home 7’ ‘ Because the village is blessed (mutabar-
rak). Why it is blessed no one knew, but some holy man must
have lived there once.
We came at length to the Bein, barely a stream al this time of
year, but in the rains capable of devouring those who attempt to
. ford it* A money-lender bound for the courts was
gﬁ: y’;’ its last victim, Looking up its broad sandy bed the
eye travelled straight to the hills, where Devi stood
in all her snowy splendour. I tuined to those with me. “ Do you
not feel its beauty, too?’ *Yes,’ said a Muslim Rajput, ‘it is
beautiful : it is a green country, and there is much rain.” And all
we could see was a giant figure, grey below and snowy above.
But he had been to the hills in the rains when all is green, and
memory was stronger than sight. A Hindu Rajput’s attitude was
not very different. ‘It ig beautiful,’ he said, ‘ because our kith
and kin live there,” The Muslim then quoted aptly from Saadi.
‘ The carth was trembling with fear : God made pegs of the moun-
tains and held her fixed.’3
The most original achievement of Co-operalion in the Punjab
is the consolidation of holdings. We saw its effects near Delhi4
and to-day we had a glimpse of how they are pro-
duced. The members of a new society had gathered
by the roadside to meet us, and the work being
actually in progress I asked them to continue as if we were not
there. Some found this difficult at first, notably the president,
a voluble fellow, who kept cocking an eye at us. But they soon
warmed to their task, and in the end got so excited that only one
or two of the many bearded heads ever looked our way at all.
They all sat on the ground wedged iogether in a thick mass cheek
by jowl, elbow to elbow, leg to leg. In a flash I saw the meaning of
untouchability, which is still strong amongst the Hindu Rajputs of
this area. Who could bear to sit so close to anyone of very ditferent
ways? In the centre of the semi-circle were the village records
and the handkerchief map with all the village's 2,392 fields clearly
marked upon it. Already 1,120 fields had been reduced te 150

How holdings
are consplidated

X Calotropis procera.
2z On my two tours I crossed nine rivers by boat or horse, viz, Indus,
Chenab, Ravi, Sutlej, Beas, Jhelum, Ghaggar, Ujh and Bem, the first four
twice. The last three are of Litile importance.
3 Zamwm az tape larza amad salah
Bar o koft bay damanash mekh hoh.
4 pp. 20z, 203.
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The president now asked Godra, an elderly zemindar with a large
squarc wrinkled face, whether he would take a certain set o1 fields m
place of his many scaltered plots. He refused : neighbours pressed,
but he was obstinate. An uncomplimentary remark was made about
his land, ‘How can my land be bad when T have mortgaged it
for Rs. 400 ?° He rose indignant and would have left, but friendly
hands brought him back to his place amidst soothing cries of—
*With good will (selwk nal) '— With justice,” meaning, he could
count on both. The argument was resumed, one neighbour holding
him gently by the arm, and another by the wrisi. * Will you take
this, then? It is good land, not uneven like yoars. Another
spurt of indignavion. My land is not as uneven as ocher people’s.
I have made many ridges. Look at my hand (he threw it oui palm
upwards) and see how many hard placcs (vhendian) it has, While
you others are sitting at the * daira ’* smoking, 1 an: making thesc
ridges, ‘The ups and downs (kkoken) of your ficlds are not sown
with gram like mine.’ ‘Hold your peace,” said a sarcastic critic :
“we all know how easily your ciops are laid * (neaning they were
too light to be iaid at all). Godra would have got up again. buc
& man belund got him firmly by the waist.  Why do you seize
me?’ he spurted angrily. " Don’t be angry—don't be angry
(russo mat).' sead several soothing voices, and a neighbour added
playfwly : ‘ Godra, drink a litile cold water ; ithen you wil agree
with whal your brutiiers say.” ‘I am aiready cool,’ he reiorted,
But his voice, and also the sour look on his face, betrayed a heated,
ubsiuinale spuit, and, though other schemes were proposed, ail
further persuasion was i vain ; and at last with the words—* I want
land T can see from my door '~—lhe got up and went, The next case
aiso produced a certain amount of point and counterpoint— My
land is uear cie village, this is far ; I won'u go across che 10ad,’ ete.—
but in a short time he had agieed to what was proposed, aud each
of the twelve members of lhe comunittee signified his assent in
turn, ‘ There 18 no mnjustice to anyone ? * inquned the president
with a final glance round the bearded throng ; and with this clinch-
ing word twenty-seven piots were compacted into a single 1I acre
field. The discussion had lasted an hour.

But things rarely move as Jast as this. As a rule ii vakes a
patwarl a year to consolidate 60 acres, and if he has to deal with
all the complications of well lands, lie may do barely 400, Con-
solidation was going on in a viliage we stopped at another day, and

ryone looking at its map wowd have said that an impessible task
was being atwempied, An area ol 930 acres was divided into 1,913
blacks of fields and over two-thizds of it (674 acies) was warered

t village meeting place.
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by forty-one wells, belonging to 256 owners, all of whose rights had
to be carefully adjusted. One of them with orly 3} acres of his cwn
had sunk two wells because he had gained possession, by usufruc-
tuary mortgage, of a large number of neighbouring fields (30 acres
in all) belonging to different owners. Now he was being asked to
forgo his rights over some of these fields in order that their owners
might get their land elsewhere all in one place. Part ot the aGjust-
ment had already been made, ‘I have agreed to il,” he said,  but
I have fear for the future.” As everyoune's wouseul, including that
of every morigagee, has 10 be obiained, no injastice can ke done,
but it can be Imagined what skill, fact, and guodwill are needed to
achieve this, and where they ate noi combined, or where mulishness
and greed are encounlerved, the proceedings may be interninabie
and albimately fruitless. So far only 28c acres have Deeu consoli-
dated and the grumblings from seveial quatiers suggested thal
even here the settlerment may vot be fiual. The land has been
divided into five classes according to qualily, three of irrigated land
and two of unirrdgated. In the case of unimigated land, the 1atio
of exchange {or good aud bad is2 ;5. Anyone who gives up 4 siace
in a well is to be compensated in cashi: so, tou, will fruit irees,
Other trees may be cut before exchange. Tius is the contnon tale
and involves a good deal of feiling, but young trees svoun spring up
round the wells thal nearly always foilow consolidation.

21 Mearch.---Shakargarh fo Zafarwal (17 wilss)

With many miles to travel and a hot sun to encounter we were
off at nalf-past six. The air was fresh and the wheat fields shore
in {le slanting suulight, and far away, almosl with-
drawn from mortal gaze, Devi stood shrouded in
early morning iist, Countless ploughs—in cne 12 acre stretch
we counted twenty-six—were already at work preparing the fallow
lands for cane or cotton, and whete the caue had been planted, the
soft reddish-Drown eauh was Leinng rolled to the smoothness of
surf-beaten sainl. In one field five teams of oxen, four 1o eacl team,
followed each uihei ivund drawing the levelling beats, ou which
stood twu men eiect as charioteers, with a witp in one hand and
a ballock’s tail (for gmdance) in iie olier. The wheat fields were
full of unweeded wild onion and the ridges belween them jow and
crooked. Bul for colton and caue the soil is well prepared and
well 1nanuted. Only fatmyard manure is empioyed, aud noie
would be used were il not burnt as fuel. These is pleaty of timber
about, but it is jealously kepl for fiouse, plouglh, and well. Those
whio have not got enough manuwe of their own draw upon thé village

Cultivation
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servanis who keep milch caitle, and no charge is made in view of
the various ihings that the servauts are ullowed to lhelp themselves
to—fuel, fodder, sdg, and, maybe, even tobacco.® The wise have
movable fodder troughs, which they wheel from one part of a field
to another so that the whole can be manured with the precious urine
of the cattle as they feed. A village we visited near Zafarwal had
only one, and wiien I asked why, we got the now {amiliar answer :
‘ There was no thoughl : the people are poor.” Yet in the adjoining
Daska iahsil they ate in general use, and in one village we found
thirty. As they cost only Rs. 10 to 15, they could be easily bought
but for the dearth of money.

The same dafiiculty prevents iie repiacement of the wooden
Perslan wheel by the iron. Personelly 1 cammor regret this, as
the iron is utterly unmelodious and the melody of the wooden is
the most characteristic note of the central Punjab,* But the iron
is certainly more durable, and the potter has no longer to be paid
for replacmg the eaithenware vessels of the wooden. Moreover,
it costs only Rs. 10o0. ‘When this was peinted out in the Zafarwal
village, a Jat said i almost pleading tones: 'We can't pay so

large a suun at once . the potter we pay bit by bic.” * But,” we said,
‘1hie wooden cane ciusher has everywhere been replaced by the
iron : why should not ihis change be made too?’ ° Some sit on

chairs,” retorted the Jat,  and wear good clothes ; others are poor
and sit on the ground : where can we get Rs. roo?’
‘Where mdeed? And 1 say this because of what I found in
two olher villages of the neighbouarhood. Av a Union meeting
4 Jat had remarked that the zemindar was now hard
ih!si!_r‘:l”*‘e put to it te find even Rs. 5 m cash and that many
houses had hardly a rupee. As all seemed to agree,
I thought I would see for myself. 1Ia two villages, therefore, I
asked those present how much money they had on their persons or
at thelr nouses at thai moument. In the fust only four out of
twenty-three Liad more thau Rs. 5, aud 110 one had more than
Rs. 20, Yet they owned on an average 2L acres cach : they were,
however, heavity in debt. The second village was more prosperous,
and only one out of twenty-two had less than Ks. 5, and five had
Ks. 50 or more, but no one more than Rs. 0.2 My staff were
inclined to think these figures colrect, and in the first village I was
impressea by the fact that six wencloned annas as well as rupees,

Ct. p. 274.

Sew p. 13.

In the Exst villags all were landownas ; in the second, fourteen had an
average of 36 acres each, seven were village ssrvants, and cne a schoolmaster.
In both willages holdings were much above the average 1 size.

w B s
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and one even pies.  One recalls the remark made to us near Delhi—
this is a rupee famine.”

Yet although rupees are so scarce, most along our track have
managed to pay their recent instalment of land revenue without

borrowing. We have seen how difficult this has been
ﬁﬁlm:;‘:e ch)ie where there is a canal and water to pay for as well

as land? Here there is no canal, and the present
revenue demand was fixed before the war when prices were not
much higher than they are now. Most have therefore made a shift
to pay their dues, many adding to their resources by selling milk,
ghi, fodder, and even trees, Yet an appreciable number, perhaps
10 to 20 per cent,3 have had to borrow, and they have had to pay
the usual high rates.

Most borrowing must now be done on the security of either
land or jewellery, and in the case of land {owing to the Land Aliena-
tion Act) a member of an agriculturist iribe with
spare cash must be found. This is much less easy
than it was, and the likeliest are those in service.4 The usufruc-
tuary mortgage is the cheapest way of raising money and involves
a charge of only 6 to g per cent,5 whereas on jewellery 15 or 184 per
cent has now to be paid.® When marching northwards I made
many enquiries as to the amount of jewellery still lefi with the
cultivator (not the landlord),” and I have done the same at the
Union meetings attended this week. Estimates vary considerably
and must naturally be accepted with the greatest caution, but my
impression is that in these two districts at least half, perhaps even
iwo-thirds, remains unsold and unpledged.® At a bank meeting
a dealer in bullion (saraf) said that most of the jewellery sold had
gone to Bombay and other large towns such as Lahore, Amritsar,

Jewellery

I p. 198, “ Acensus of theactunal cash possessed by 300 peasant families
in different parts of Yugoslavia revcaled a figure fractionally less than one
shilling per family "’ (Tiltman, Peasant Europs {1934), 50). There scems to
be a widespread money faiine amongst peasants in eastern Europe (ibid., 15}.

% pp. 19, 124, 225. It is significant that in 1932-3 of the total amount
advanced during the year by co-operative societies in the following districts,
which depend largely upon canal irrigation, the percentage borrowed for land
revenue was i—

Montgomery . 39 Lyallpur .. . 34
Multan . . 38 Shahpur and Gujrat 21
whereas in Slalkot, the percentage was only 1} (Co-op, Soc, Ept., 30).

3 The percentages given me at Union meetings were substantially
higber, but a natural bias has to be discounted.

4 A military surgeon who does a considerable mortgage business in these
parts said that mortgage values had fallen from 40 to 6o per cent, and the
same was said at the meeting of the Lakban Uniop. If so, the lall is roughly
equivalent to the fall in prices (r931).

5 Peasant, 190. 6 Everywhere I have found this (x9371) : of. pp. 30, 104.

7 p. 30 8 The local estimates varied from 25 to 50 per cent,



250 GURDASPUR AND SIALKOT

and Delhi, where it has been bought mainly by people in service.
Here, as elsewhete, much less is spent upon jewellery al marriage,
and it is as well if only because of what a goldsmith said at one of
our meetings. He had borrowed Rs. 500 at 24 per cent for a wedding
and, when asked how he would repay so large a sum, replied:
I will put more alloy into the ornaments.’
Of the same type was the reply made by a Chamdr, an old man
with a long thin nose, whom we mel on the road to-day. He
cultivates 20 acres as a tenant, and when asked how
General effects he did, he said : ‘ My landlord keeps watch over me
;ﬁi:zl: fallin - nd won't let me steal the grain.” Like all who live
on other people’s surplus, ihe landlord is finding it
difficult to recover his dues, especially if they are in cash, One who
owns four squares near Lyallpur says he has just had to reduce his
rent from Rs. 500 to Rs, 250 a square, and another is allowing his
tenants to cultivate on payment of land revenue only. ‘ Some day
they may pay the rest.” In worse case are the village money-
lenders, and one of them tells me that he has recently transferred
a quarter of his invested capital from money-lending to trade.
Many others are doing the same, and the depression is strengthen-
ing the tendency of the village money-lender to migrate to city
and markel.! Some are even content to deposil part of their
funds with co-operative societies, and one recently told me that he
found the steady 7 per cent he got in this way much more satis-
factory than the larger but very fluctuating return he had before.
Among poorer folk ihe effect of the depression may be illustrated
by a firework vendor, whom I came across in a co-operative society
of shopkeepers at Pakpattan, He was an old man with a beard like
a red scrubbing brush, and a large swollen nose not unworthy of
Diirer’s brush. Till three years ago, no Hindu of any consequence
thought a marriage complete without a good display of fireworks.
Then came reform in the guise of a panchayat, and it was agreed
that m future no one should spend more than a few rupees, enough
to let off a few squibs and cannon crashers, and that if any marriage
party from elsewhere wanted more than this, they must bring their
own fireworks with them. This was bad enough, but then came
the slump, and now father and son together earn a bare Rs. 10
a month. ‘ But how do you manage?’ I asked. °God gives us
our livelihood,” was the resigned reply, and those around com-
mented: ‘He can very well live on that now that prices have
fallen.” At the time I thought this optimistic, but I had not then
worked out the income of the small holder.

* Pb. Bhg. Engy. Rpt., 134,
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Sunday, 22 March~—~Zafarwal to Chawinda (12 miles)

Another long morning—qrom seven to one—but {ull of interest
and beauty. The beauty came first, with the early morning light
on the wide open wheat fields, the dark mango groves, the golden
sarkhanda grass, which for a time bordered our road, and far away
the misty line of the snows. Devi was left behind us, but new
peaks, amongst them the great Pir Panjil’ swam into our ken.
As before, the fallow lands were alive with ploughs drawn by buffalo
and bullock, and the air resounded with the loud-voiced staccato
‘ Ha-Ha-Ha-Ha-Ha-s ' of the ploughmen encouraging their teams.

We were now in Sialkot but there was no indication of change,
and in its general features the district is little different from Gurdas-

pur. The village we stopped at (Dugrian Harian)

The small surprised me in one respect. The 2I0 owners,
g:z;:i?tor' o  mostly Muslim Jats, were living with their families
Tesources on an average of not quite 4% acres of cultivated (not

owned) land per owner.* What took me by surprise
was not the lowness of this average, which is characteristic of the
central Punjab, but the fact that the village has so little else to
live upon. No land of any other village is leased. One man owns
three camels, and another sometimes trades in sheep and goats.
But there are 211 cows {mostly buffaloes) an average of one per
owner, and many families earn Rs. 3 to 5 a month from the sale
of ghi. The only other important source of income is service in
the army: twenty-nine are serving in it, and two are military
pensioners, There is also one civil pensioner, The system of
farming is not particularly intensive. The usnal crops are grown—
wheat, cane, cotton, fodder, and maize., A mere 5 acres are under
tobacco, and the vegetables grown are of the simplest kind, and
only one grower sells them, Finally, two zemindars keep a hen
each.

Yet the people manage somehow to live, and though there was
nothing to suggest abundance or luxury—only their puggarees
were not of homespun cotton--there was no sign in face or physique
of positive want. How much can be done with a few acres was
shown by an old grey-beard who told us he supported eighteen souls
on 16 acres, only 3 of which were his. For 13 he has to give one-
third of the produce to the owner.3 The only circumstance in his

* p. 76,

# The total cultivated area of the village is 921 acres (244 unirrigated)
of which 158 are owned by two men. Actually there are 256 owners, of
whom thirteen disappeared long ago and thuty-one are absentee, Ningteen
owners are Sikh Jals and eight Hindu Jats,

3 Por unitrigated land in the village the proportion is one-half.
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favour is that all 16 are irrigated. Of the eighicen souls ten are
minors, four women, and the other four able-bodied ploughmen.
Three ploughs are kept—in this area a plough is needed for 6 acres
of well land or 8 of unirrigated®*—and iwo milch buflaloes keep the
household in milk and provide some ghi for sale.
Now for a few figures to show what a struggle life must be at
preseni with so little land. Let us take the case of a man with
one plough—most cultivators in the Punjab have
zz ?dﬁ; small 4 more?—and assume that all his land is irrigated.
produces This means a holding of 6 acres, from which 7 acres
of crops can be obtained,3 thus :—

Acres Acres
‘Wheat .. .. 4 Maize . N I
Sugar cane .. + Fodder (chari) and
Cotton .. .. % - tobacco (1 kanal) I

Gross receipts at present prices will be as follows :—

Yield peracret  Village price  Value of crop

mannds permaund, Rs. Rs.
Wheat .. .. .. 12 1-8 72
Gur (from sugar-cans) 25 3+ 4o-10 (§ acre)
Maize (grainm) .. . 25 I 25
Tobacco 5 .. .. — 20 20
Ghi (atRs.4p.m.) .. — — 48
Total .. . .. .. 205-100

(ross receipts are thus only Rs. 17 2 month. Net receipts will be
much less, for all the costs of production (except {odder) have to be
met as well as Government dues, When these have been deducted,
my 6-acre peasant proprietor will hardly be better off than coolie

r Cf. p. 182.

2 Mr, Calvert estimates that 83 per cent of the cultivators in the Punjab
cultivate less than 15 acres and deduces from this that ‘ the Punjab cultivator
is essentially the man with one plough’ (Fb. Bd. of Econ. Engy., The Size
and Distribution of Cultivators’ Haldings (1928), p. 4).

3 The acre under maize can bear a second crop.

4 The yields given me locally werc substantially less. TFor maize I
have followed Milne, Handbook of Field and Garden Crops of the Punjab,s,
‘where it is stated that ‘an ordinary crop yields from 20 to 3o maunds per
acre’, and for gur my authority is Roberts and Faulkner, 4 Text Book of
Punjab Agriculiuve, p. 147,

5 One kanal should produce a maund, half of which will be kept for
home consumption. I have included the whole in gross income.

6 The cotfoit and fodder ate ignored, as the cotton is kept for the house
and the fodder for the cattle. A point to be noted is that no allowance has
been made for crop failure. For the province as a whole Mr, Calvert estimates
QVegu? mumber of years that on the average 16 per cent of the crops fail to
mature.
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or labourer.* In spite of this, the village is said to be in better
casc than most of those round, thanks to the two qualities which
everywhere keep a man solvent—industry and thrift. An indication
ihat these qualities are present is the rates at which the villagers
borrow. Of the thirty-eight present, eight said they could get
money at 12, and thirteen at 182 per cent, as against a common rate,
for the tract we have been coming through, of about 25 per cent.?
There is no better single test of a peasant’s gencral character than
the rate at which he borrows,

But for the moment even more important than the rate of
interest is the amount borrowed. The fall in prices has doubled

ihe burden of debt, and at the same {ime it has made
ﬁgg :,'::ﬁ & most wish to borrow more yet unable to repay as
plough live? much. Here indeed is a problem, and when aggra-

vated by prolonged drought as in Rohtak and
Gurgaon,3 or by large capital and revenue charges as in the Nili Bdr 4
or by heavy indebtedness as in most of the submontane tract,5 it
seems insoluble. It touches village banks closely, for their
very existence depends upon members not borrowing more than
they can repay. To secure this, a limit based upon character and
resources is fixed for each member and revised every year. Since
agricultural resources arc little more than half what they were a year
ago, it seemed to me obvious that these limits should be drastically
reduced, and at all the Union meelings attended this week I have
proposed that this should be done; but in every case the proposal
was met with the objection, vehemently expressed, that money is
now so scarce that people require to borrow more, not less To
convince the Union directors that the only prudent course was the
other way round, I worked out with their help how much a peasant
with one plough and an unirrigated holding of 10 acres——a. typical
peasant unit in the Punjab—would have to meet a year’s charges
if he lived entirely by his land. Ignoring fodder and cotton as
before,’ but making no deduction on account of Government dues
or any other item of expenditure, I calculate that his gross income

T Cf. the Gurgaon budget figure given on p zos and the figures for
Government’s Nili BAr tenants on p. 268. The deductions made in
connexion with the latier should be remembered.

2 Amongst the Muslim Dogars and Rajputs on the Amritsar border,
where this chapter starts, common rates are 24 and 30 per cent, and the old
semi-fendal dues of fodder, ghi, fuel etc. contioue. As with the Meos of
Gurgaon (see nole on p. 174, n. 4) this is the penalty of fecklessness.

3 See chapters x and xi,

4 See chapter xi1.

5 Ten years ago, in three out of the four submontane districts between
the Chenab and the Jamma, go per cent of the zemindars were in debt
{Peasant, 24-5)-

6 See p. 252, 0. 7.
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would be no more than Rs. 126 or not much more than Rs. 10
a month.® In a general way this shows how difficuil «t is al present
for the one-plough man 1o support a family on an unirrigated
holding, even when he owns it, and broadly this applies to the whole
province. With a holding that is entirely irrigatcd, a man does
better, as the figures on page 252 show, but few men with only one
plough are in this fortunate position. In Shakargarh tne average
holding is only 5 acres, and that the peasant is able to live at ali is
because some member of his family is usually in military or civil
employment, And what is true of Shakargarh appiies in greatey
or less degrec to the whole submontane tract from Rawalpindi to
the Jummna, and to much of the central Punjab as well ; while in
the hills themselves, whether in Kangra or on the borders of Kashmir,
holdings are so small that agriculture has become almost a subsidiary
industry to service.?

24 March—Chawinda to Pasvur via Mundeki Bevian (8 miles)

The blessed cold weather is now approaching its end. and hy
the time the sun has reached the height of a paper kite the freshness
of the morning is past and heat and glare begin. In the middle of
the day the house has to be shut up, and in the morning the long
leg rests of the easy chairs are no longer to be spurned. But the
nights are still cold enongh for a third blankel before dawn-~for
one at least sleeping in the verandah—and the first hour of daylight
is a thing of freshness and beauty. The bearded staiks of the wheat
shimmer in the sunlight ; the fern-like gram is silvered with dew ;
the air is full of the cooings of the doves ; the ha, ha, ha-s and the
ho, ho, ho-s of the ploughman echo from the fields, and every lLorse

* By common consent the holding taken was 10 acies of unirrigated
land (all owned), of which six would be cultivated at the spring, and four
at the autumn harvest.

Cropping :

Spring harvest Acres Autumn harvest Acres
‘Wheat .. .. 5 Maize z
Fodder .. .. I Fodder

HH

Cotton and cane
The same prices have been taken as before, but lower yields, as the laad is
unirrigated, thus ;—

Yield per acre Value

maunds Rs.
‘Wheat .. .. .. e .. 8 60
Mauize ' .. . . . 20 40
Sugar cane (} acre)., . - . 16 26
Total .. . .. .. . .1z

As before, no allowance has been made for crop failure, ses p. 252, n.7.
# Rusticus, 14, See also Appendix (p. 349).
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is agog. Wheal evirywhere and, whether thick and ugn or poor
and stunted. 1 overfiows the plain in a sea of green unbroken by
wood or hedge. Here and there in its midst the last flowers of
the flax open blue eyes to a sky almost as blue, and where the earth
has lain fallow for a season the first two-leaved shoots of this year’s
cotton begin to appear. The shishams?® too. are waking from
winter sleep. For miles our road has been boraerec by iheir
shiadeless branches still freightzd (like ihe beech hedge m England)
with last year s dried-up leaves ; but to-day it was as if spring, till
then 1 purdah, bad bust througl autumn's Tusty tieilises.

Tue village woman's point of view is such au important factor
. village life that I thought T would try to sound it once more
Womans poisd beforq concloding .Lhis tour, Agcomi*ngly, aiter ithe
of vie w‘ usual bank mspection, L was conducted 1o a couriyard

where [ axpected, as beiowe, to find one oi al most
iwo matrons, Instead I found a duzen. Was courage ever more
needed ? buc fight was impossible, so i faced the music, whicn
proved mosi melodious, and even moving. Moreover, in tne
village information on general topics can be mo:e accuately
cbtained from a group than from mdivaduals, fos il a muis-stalement
is made, it is generally corrected by sotneone else.  All the wormen
were Juats except the wife of » village servant, who proved the most
inteiigent of thein all. And no wonde:r, for she was a minstrel
(Mirasi) by caste. They squatted on the ground close togethel ui
a waveriug line against the wall of the house, All wore luiespuan,
and most of thers hali hid therr faces, but biight eyes shone thuough
the drab coloured tolds of thelr shawls , ooly a few made uo attempt
to conceal then featwes. Wone had erther beaaly or grace, but
tne Mitdsi's wife had vitality and eyes full of light. Asat Singhpura,
an eager thiong of ike younger gemeration gathered on the 1ouf of
ihe neiphboumimg house to watch toe proceedings, and in the same
curious spint bearded taces filled he dvorway of the couitya:d.
The courtyard was spotiess, ‘I smear it with diy dung every
eighi waiches,” sald oae of the womet.

" Aud whent dues yuur work begin ¢’

* When the woining star appears we gev up ,* aud if there is
grnduig to be done—we do not grind every day—we do that @ ihen
we churn the butter, and milic the caltle, and prepase the meal for
chnanwela,? Thete is gieal anxiely and our breath remains dry

Y Dajbergia sissuo.

2 1 pnce asked an ¢ld pessant o the stuth of Fiance vhen he got up.
Hiz reply wes elmost identical: *Quand je vois la belle étoils.’ Natwre
makes the peasants everywhere alan.

3 Early mormng meal.
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until thet is taken out to the field and given to our men. Then we
retuin, and before that we must cook the nuid-day meal. We may
not eat {ili they have eaten—never. We must always wait, and
if they do not come, we take their bread to them in the fields. In
the afternoon, and whenever we have noihing elss to do, we spin,
Since prices fell, we spin much more : no strength (himmat) is left
for buying things. Fifty yards of cloin are required for a man in
a year, and every year each one of us must spin one mani® of corion
into ithread.’

“Do you resi in 1he middle of the day ?’

‘‘When the days are long, we get some rest after the second
watch, but not when they are short. Then we work ail day and
half the mgnt.

‘ Do you werk harder, or do the men ¢ -

‘We work hard and they work hard, but on our work there is
no blessing, Ou the work of men there is great blessing : from it
comes much produce {puidawar); Lut [rom women’s work comes
nothing that can be exchanged.” ‘Yet,' mterposed a zemindar,
‘if a man has no wife, he cannot cultivate. For who then will
cook for him and prepare the fodder and lay it before the cattle ?’

‘With so much work (I couuinued) how can you look aiter
your cigldren ¢’

‘' We put them m our lap (and the woman who was speaking
spiead out her skirt) and grind or spin with them thus, or we lay
them at our side and send them to sleep.

‘For how long does your work stop when you have borne
a child ?’

It depends on a woman's state, I{ there is someone to cook
and do her work, she will rest for loity days. But if she is aloue,
siue will rest for eleven days and then begm to work again; bLut
she will not do full work for some time after.’*

‘* And how long do you nurse your cluidren 7’

¢ We give them milk for two years,” said one ; ' for three years,’
said another. ‘How can tlus be 7 ° interposed the Mirasi, showiug
some very prominent front teeth ; ‘in three years, three children
will come.” Theie was lcad laughter at this; and alsu at ihe
answering saily—' Speak for yourself (apms gal karo),” for she was
the mother of five sons,

Lo you make any difference between boy and girl ?

"There is no difference. both come from the samme worb,”
But another added : * For all that we love the boy best.’

T Fivs wmsunds.
2 Cf. Rusticus 275. In Scotland an agricultural Iabourer’s wife does not
expect more than ten days.
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“ And how many children do you think a woman should have ? ’

‘As many as God gives us.' But the Mirasi’s wife did not
agree. ‘Il is good to have four—two boys and two girls. If
there are more, we cannot give them proper care (parvarish);
they can't get shirt and shoes, and they run about naked jusi as
the dhaulah (a river fish) darts here and there.’

* When do your children begin to learn their work ?

‘ A boy goes out with the cattle when he is six, and at seveu
a gul begins to scom 1he vessels, to arrange thewn in their order
and to move them here and there; a little later she begins to spin
{several girls tnder ten were pointed out who could do this) and
takes her father’s meal out to him in the fieids; and last of all she
learns to grind. That is the hardest work or ail. There is great
trouble in 1t.

“Is Jieve uny clange in the times ¢’

“There 1s great change. A new wind biows, and now the
children wiii not heed what their parents bid them. Their eyes ate
lifted up, and no shame remains.

" How has this happened ?

" An elder brother abuses his father, and ihe younger hears him
and does the sane.’

Wiy do you not purash them ? 7

‘ They have come out of us and we iove them.'

25 Mayen.—Pusrur 10 Nidhoke via D—— (12 miles)t

The world. Primavera’s world, grows in loveliness : the road,
all grass and bordered with shishams in the very act of exchanging
brown liveries for green ; on either side the ripening wheat, stretching
away to clear horizons and sweeping past scattered trees and village
islets, and behind us Devi's snowy crest, floating like a cloud in
a summer sky— an house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens’* Rich would be the peasant’s reward for his great loil
if Le could but see and feel all this. But perhaps he does wincon-
sciously.

We came to a village, otiside which o score of children of ail
ages frow tluee upwards were busy stupping cane (and chewing it,

too) to be sliced mto two-eyed sticks for sowing.
“Progress ’ in

dross-and Tle village, a large one with 300 houses, has iwo
thought banks, and thirty or forty of ilwir wewmbers were

waiting on the road to be ‘" inspected . We sat down
in the welcome snade of a black-tranked kikar tree,? and found
T Rainfall 3o inches,

2 2 Corinthhans v, .
3 Asqeia Avabica.
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ourselves in an unusually progressive atmosphere; so progressive,
indeed, that one of the village schoolmasters appeated woudug
a puggaree at one end and pumps at the other and, in between,
lilac-coloured socks strapped to bare legs by leather suspenders,
above which came a pair of khaki shorts and a not very white shirt
hanging loosely Indian fashion—a most lovely, gentleman-like
man’® The secretary was a complete contrast, a loquacious
sharp-witted Mahdjan,* who after several years in the Mechanical
Transport had returned to his hereditary calling of shop-keeping.
A number read the newspaper, and for the first time on this tour
of many hundred miles when the Round Table Conference was
mentioned, those sitting on the ground understood the allusion
at once. When, too, we got talking about the position of the
village servant, someone said, and others appeared to agree, vhat
he was not a necessity, nor, properly considered, even un advantage.
‘Tt is not right that we should do the good work, and others ihe
bad. Everyone should do their own work.” I asked what themr
women thought of this. ‘ They think the same, for their opmions
change with ours.” This is much ahead of commen thoughe, but
it is true that as men's minds change, women’s do tvu, OCuly
yesterday the women were saying (p. 257)—" a new wind blows ',
This conversation arose from the presence of a Christian
tanner. Seven per cent of the district are Christian,3 and a genera-
tion or iwo ago nearly all were oulcastes, outcastes
less for their work-—most were sweepers—than their
. habits. ‘They used to eat the flegh of animals that
died, and we would not let them sit amongst us as this man is doing
now, In those days he would have had to sit far away (and a hand
was Taised to indicate a great distance), and we would not even let
them use this road —pointing to the high road at our side. Wher-
ever I have inquired about the results of conversion, the report has
been good. In Shahpur I came upon a colony of Ciuislians from
Sialkot, whom all praised for their virtues as tenams. At yester-
day’s village, where there were forty or fifty famulies, tlie people
said: ‘ Intelligence (mat) has come to them, and they give 1t to
their children ; and their children give it to their parents, for they
go to school, Before this they were as animals, and even poisoned
the cattle of their enemies; now they have become wen.' The
motives that lead to conversion are not always religious. A

The Christian
convert

1 A Midsummer Night's Dveam, i, 2.

% The submontane Hindu tiader and money-lender.

3 ‘The percentage is the same in the adjoining distrets of Gujranwala
and Sheikhupura. In the ten years ending 1931 the znmber of Indian
%I;rti?ﬁans in the Punjab increased by 29 per cent to 395,639 (Punjab Census
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Muslim official telis me that his sweeper came to him the other day
and announced that he was going to become a Christian, in order
to get his daughter married. He belonged to this district and said
that so few of them now stick to the old ways that it was difficult
to find a suitable bridegroom. Cne can imagine the peasant of
the Roman Empire saying the same when conversion to Chris-
lianity becaine general. Ihe converls mostly coutinue to work as
agiicuilurai labourers, and the women remove the wefuse from the
houses of the zemindars and make the dung cakes, but m the
second generatiou they generally ieiase to handle mght-soil,  The
more invelligeisc and entecpsssing are taking seriously to education
and becuing clelks.

‘We 1ode un ander an archway of spiing green and came to our
last halting place, a 1est house ser inn the midst of wide wheat lands
and uch in the scent of the dpening wheat. Mauy
and diverse are the test houses that nave sueltered
us dunng ¢ 719 miles! of warchmg—some with gaidens, ruost
withoat, all with ¢ watchman (in this case a medalled veteran),
many wiih a sweeper, the most decrepit of ther kud, and a few
with a waterman. All have a stavle or two, but since the era of
horses passed, the stable has sometines sunk to a godown. The
buildings theuselves are soldly built, but I can remembe. vone
witl (e least tuuech oi character or beauty. Yet laside they are
courfortable envugh, and the newest. in 1he Ndi Ba: with thewr
curiains, towel horses, prick-faced fueplaces, and peihaps a marble
slab for jug and basin, we almost luxanocus. All have coutun
durries, and neally ail lhe duries portentious inkstains. The walls
ol mos. are wuile and adorned with nothing more Gecoratrve than
a notice about feey ur distances or a map of the districe, A few are
more ambstious, and this one has over ihe fueplace a brightiy
paiuled bit of Japanese mmting leadmyg ap to an cleograph of
the King. OQuute a wtunber have an assortment of magazines and
picture papers, far the best of which arve old nuwbers of Punrch.
A few even have Douks. A small but ymporfaut difference to all
bul Une most ausiere is the wine giass  In 1nany there is a depiorabie
tendency towards prohibition. Lamps are a variable quantiiy,
and the wise nomad iakes with lu his own. The two most
distressmg features vue can encouater are, in the cold weather,
tne smekiug chimney, and in the hot, the barmug dug—far more
frequent, and the norderer of slieep. Al, vi nearly ali, bave casy
chiaits ol wood and cane, but most of them are loo easy for anyone
who doss not want to go to sleep al once. The farmiture 1s of ihe
simuplest, and the beds, 1o my expeusice, never infested.

I Exclading rau but memding forty-six miles done by car.

Bost housey
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26 March.—Nidhoke to Raya (g miles)

Last night was so warm—the {emperature in the afternoon
shade touched nearly roo—that I slept out under the open sky;
and a pleasant sight it was, as the lamp went out, to see, as by
a miracle, the stars appear, with the Great Bear heading boldly
northwards and the young moon sailing her silver boat across his
path, And still pleasanter to waken to a reddening dawn and to
the cooing of doves, and to feel that what I had set out to do neatly
four months ago was almost accomplished.

We had been riding through wheat fields, just begmning to
pass from green to gold, when we came upon a fieid alive with men
and boys, nineteen of them, and in their inidst a tall
black-bearded white-robed figure, as it might have
been a priest engaged in some sacrificial rite. And priest he almosc
was, for he was a Jat performing the immemorial rite of sowing
his land, this time with the sweet sugar cane. Around him in wide
circle three ploughmen, each with a yoke of oxen, passed up and
down preparing the earth for her work of genmeration. And m
their wake followed man and boy deftly throwing six-inch stalks of
cane into the shallow furrows, one at each step (a man’s step), to e
there open to the sky until, with the coming of the levelling beam,
the earth closes over them and receives them into her womb .
and pacing to and fro, they invoked the Giver or 2li good things
with the joyful cry—Alah-Ho-Allah—God is God.

These men were Muslims, but it is not only Muslims thav invoke
the name of Allah upon their sowing. Later wo came upou Sikly
and Hindu Jats who told us they did so too, and when & asked them
why, this was their reply: ‘Allah and God (Knuda)—it is the
same. He made us all, Hindy, Muslim, Christian, and Sikh,
and we do everything in His name. When we sow the wheat, we
touch Mother Earth with folded hands, and when we sow che cane
we call out—"* God is God,”’

Who will say that the town has more to teach Lhe village
than the village the town ?

The sower



ParT V: ASPECTS OF VILLAGE LIFE

CeAPTER XIV
THE VILLAGE SERVANT

On both my tours, on tke road and in field ard cooriyard, I fre-
quently came across the village servant, and as he is an integral

) part of the village vummuxity, he must have a chapter
The different to himself.t
classes

In India caste and cecupation are closely allied,

and the alliance has produced a division of labour, which is seen at
its simplest in the village. Broadly, the zemindars or village
‘masters’ own and cuiuvare e land, and the Zamin® vl menials,
as they are cotaroaly called, do everything else. In the central
Punjab a village of auy size will have its carpenter blacksmith,
potter, shoemaker, oil-presser, weaver, tailor, dyer, and perhaps a
goldsmith, These are the artisans, And [u servanis pure and
simple it will have a baiber, walewinan, washerman, drammet or
bard, leather-workex ui vaiuzei, warchman, and sweepei. Tinally,
there will he the muilah or priest. On .y hrst tour I came across
two villages in the mudkiug, where zemindar settiers had gatliaed
vound then stmall comnmunities of village servants incuding in one
case even an astrologer 3 and in Chapter XII we saw how artisan
and servant followed the colonise to his new Liome i the Nili Bar.4
All who serve the village and is needs from Brahuain to tanner have
thely regalar clients {seps), and such is the respect for equity m tie
village woumuuniiy {hai when any servant dies, his clLenls are
divided amongst his sons as surely as a zemindac's land ts amougst
his sons. Thus, 1 priest or barber serves 100 fatuilies and leaves
itwo sons, each will gel 50 clienis. In this Lhe servant has the
advauiage ovel his masier, for laud does not increase, but 1n time
the 30 famudies may become o hundred.

The nuutber and type oi those who serve a village depend upon
its size and situation. A smal village wil not have enougli woik
for a man of each class, and in paris of the province ver tain categories
are not found at ail. Tor exampie, the Chamér or leather-worker s

* In five villges surveyed by the Puniab Board of Economic Enqguiry,
each 1n a dufferent district, “they tormed 45 per cent of the total population
(3, 06‘, out of 6,779}

z Laterally mnmal, commanly appaed to the village servant.

3 Rustwus, 240, 252.

1 p 209.

8 Cf, 1tid., 3c3,

178



262 THE VILLAGE SERVANT

numbarad by the tens of thousand in each district south ol the Beas,
and a few {hensand can suiil be found in these betwean the Beas and
the Cheiab ; but north and west of this they are hardly found at all,
and the skinning of dead animals, one of the tanner’'s most important
tasks, is done by the sweeper or, it may be, by the shoemaker,
Similarly in the western Punjab both waterman and washerman
are rarely found. Yet elsewhere the waterman is regarded as
essential and given a leading place amongst village servants. To
some exient, tou, thelr number varies with the chief tribe of the
village. Rajpuls with their purdah rigours and Iugn caste ways will
have more servants than jats, and Arains or Sainis with their high
standard of industry and frugalily fewest of all.

In the elaborately contrived structure oi Lndian society everyoue
has lus niche, and it is rare for two niches to be on exactly the same
jevel. The tanners we met a1 Banst who handled the
skins of sheep and goats weie reckoned a littie above
ihiose who handled hides, doabtiiess because hides include the hide
of the sacted cow ; and there are similar gradations amongst the
untouchables of Kangra. In the village amongst secular servants,
first and foremost comes the barber, not in incotne but in popular
respect, and this position ne owes less to his skiil with scissors and
razor than to ile pari lie piays in the all-important busmess of
marriage. ‘Welcome in all houses, since no man shaves himself or
eveu pares his nails,? e is the ideal go-between, and tnroughout the
Punjab he still plays the pati that he once played from Sevilie to
Baghdad. Nor does his role end with the betrothal, At a wedding
he helps to attend upon the guests and often acts as cook,? and his
wile dresses the hair of the ladies and sometimes decorates the tace
of the house witls paintings, e also periorms the 1iie of circum-
cision and may evern act as surgeow, and on the road he is irequently
to be met bearing some essage or invitation to a patron’s reluiive
or fnend.4 All of which brings him into closer touch wilh tie
zendua than any other servant. But his position 1s {lueateued by
the times. Throughout the province the economic depression has
greaily redaced the expenditure on wnarnages, and he is the first to
suffer fromn this. A wedding for the barber, a wrestiing match for
the drummer,” says the proverb.S Fewer guests ate now invited,

The barber

* The six districts of the Lahcre Division contain only 23,000 as against
339,000 in the five districts of the Jullundur Division. Lyallpur (Multan
Dawision) has 24,0cc, 1o doubl because it has drawn many of ils cotonists
feom the Jullapdur Divisicn.

2 CL. p. 04,

5 Tn a Hindu village & Bralumu generaliy does this, if one is availabie,

4 See pp 94, 10z,

N, 3 Bia)h naian, chhinj bharaian (quoted Bd. of Econ. Engy., Publication
0. 9, 13).
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and those who come stay a shorter time, and largesse is reduced.
Even as a matchmaker he is not in quite such universal demand.
With the spread of education, the relation between husband and
wife is becoming more intimate and equal, and bride and bridegroom
have to be chosen with greater care. * People (saysa correspondent)
have become wise and begin to think this too important a matter
to be entrusted to the whims and knaveries of a barber.” In shory,
he 1s in dangei of being left with scissors and razor as nis unly iueans
of support.

Next in pepular respect, and usually « liitle superior in mcome,
come carpenter and blacksinith. Lovers of Shakespeare will
rewemmbei that it was Quuice the carpenter who led

Blacksmith,  the ‘hempen homespuns’ of Athens in their pluy.

f;iggrnt:;’d The carpenter is responsible for his pations’ ploughs,
& [ . .
weaver beds, spinning wheels, milk churns, and voke pegs,

and also for the vepais of their carls and of the doors

and roofs of their houses. The blacksinitl: makes the plcughshares,
sickles, axes, maciocks, wowels, and spindles, and does any other
metal work that may be rvequired. If the barber s positivn is
weakening, the carpenter’s has unproved since the wai, and he haa
gained much from the great influx of weallh which acco.apaniad
high prices and led to ihe tebudding of innemerabie village houses
wherever milita1y service, enug:alion, o1 laige holdings made men
prosperous,  The sérvani whio has suffered most since 1he war is
the potle:, A generation ago almost everywhere he janked
amongst the first five, and this s solil 50 soath of the Sutlej, where
Himndu custom demands an abuudant supply uf earthenwaie vessels ;2
also wesy of tne Clenab and Jhelum, wheie (he well is all fmportant
anc the Peisian wheel has vacthen pots, and the piplan is kept as
muach for show as for use DBut in the canal colunies, where the
well is iittle used, and in the central Punjab, where {he iron bucket
has largely displaced the earthen pol, both walerman and washer-
man come before Inm, aud Lo gali a liviag he wust generally keep a
donkey or wwo fou tramsporiug produce to market.* Only cue
artisan Las gained by the slump—the weaver. As we have sean,’
oue of the evonomies forced on the peasant is fewer purchases in the
buzaur, and more spinning at home. Tius has given the weaver

T In sorne areas, e.g. in the Mianwali Thal (Bhakhar Assess. Rpt., 1025)
the carpenter is mote respected than any ovher servanl, Cf also the Amritsar
village of Gagga Bhana (Suvey No 1, 22).

2 Cf, p. 248 end Rustious 152.

3 Thid., 220, 225.

4+ In Rawalpndi, where wells are few aud soads stoay, the shoemaker
is also more impcrtant than the potier., He i3 importaat, 100 in soms of
the eastern districts.

5 Bp. 33, «5%. “
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more to do ; and much he needs it, for before ihe slu'mp no class of
labour in the province earned less, in fact a mere 5 or 6 annas a day.!
Following the Revenue Department and the Punjab Board of
Economic Enquiry, I have included mullah and priest amongst the
village servants.? Some may think that this is not

ﬁ‘ilelii‘h and  correct, and this was the view of a member of my
staff, himself a villager, when I expressed surprise

that a bank in a Sikh village, which contained one or two Brahmin
members, should be called ‘' The Village Servants’ Credit Sociely .
A misnomer, he said, but the Jats who were present did not agree.
They insisted that the Brahmins were kamin and not zemindars like
themselves ; and though Sikhism is closely allied to Hinduism, this
is the view that Jat Sikhs generally take. ‘ The Brahmin (writes a
Sikh correspondent) is both regarded and treated as a servant, of
gazetted rank if you like, but a servant and nothing more.” His
chief task is to receive his patron’s guests, attend to their lodging,
see to their service, and have the hugqa ready for those who smoke,
and his wife does the same for the women guests, Now and then
(like the barber) he is used as a messenger, and he is often consulted
about arrangements and purchases for any social ceremony.
But he no longer functions as priest, and if il is a question
of ceremonial observance, the Granthi3 is called in, and he it is who
announces such things as when the moon will be full or under
eclipse. In Hindu villages, which are mostly to be found south of
the Sutlej, or up to the Chenab in and along the Himalayas, the
position is different and the Brahmin plays his traditional part as
temple or family priest. As such he is treated by the zemindars as
an equal, and in the Hindu district of Kangra he shares with the
Rajput a superiority over all others and is greeted with the salutation
—matha lekna—I bow the forehead. The mullah, on the other
hand, is everywhere definitely amongst the village servants, tinless
he is a maulvi and learned in the scriptures. So far as education
goes, there is little to choose between him and the Brahmin ; in nine
cases out of ten both are illiterate. But the Brahmin belongs to
the highest caste in India, and the mullah often to one of the lower,
In the western Punjab he is usually a weaver,* and elsewhere, if he

is a zemindar, it is frequently because some infirmity makes him
unfit for the plough.5

t Pb, Bhg, Engy. Rpt., 79.

% In 1931 there were abont 64,000 priests and ministers of religion in
the Punjab (Census Rpt.).

3 Sikh priest.

+ Rushicus, 280, goz.

5 Ibid., 84-5.
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At the other end of the scale from Brahmin and barber are
sweeper and Chamar. The sweeper is the village scavenger and
where purdah is in force, he has a further necessary
S&:g;‘:: and  quty! The Chamir is both tanner and leather-
worker and not only skins his patron's cattle and live-
stock when they die but also supplies him with shoes, ox-goads, and
thongs. One thing Chaméir and sweeper have in common, When
a pair of shoulders are required to bear some burden, it may be the
revenue records from field to field or a petty official’s kit from one
village to another, either may be commandeered by the headman,
as a ‘lower’ boy at school may be fagged by an ‘upper’., And
when agricultural work is heavy, they must help their patrons with
it and lend a hand with reaping and threshing the corn and preparing
the gur* They are also the chief agricultural labourers of the
province,? and when, as has occurred with large numbers, they
become Christian, Muslim, or Sikh, or join the Hindu Arya Saméj,
this tends to become their main function.
In orthodox Hindu eyes both sweeper and Chaméir are
untouchable, What this means I tried to show on my first tour/
and it is due to a combination of function and habit.
gﬁi’i%‘;ch‘ In a hot country men are naturally more sensitive
to each other’s habits than in a cold, and this is
doubly so where they squat on the ground ; for, as we saw in the
last chapter,5 that may bring them into much closer contact than
if they sat on chairs. Once, after inspecting a new Better Living
Society of Chamdrs, I remarked to the Inspector that, though they
had sat all round me, I had suffered no discomfort. ‘ That would
not have been so two months ago,” he said ; ‘since then the society
has taught them to brush their teeth once a day and wash their
clothes once a week.” But the most unpleasant habit of all was that
of eating dead amimals. Many, however, have given it up, and
where this has been done, untouchability disappears or survives
only as a form ; nor is it very strong when master and servant work
side by side in the field and are linked together by the kinship of a
common task.’ Once the Beas is crossed and Hindustan left behind,
untouchability is found only in and near the Hindu hills, In

* In 1931 there were over goo,000 sweepers in the province excluding
those converted to Christianity (Census Rpi.).

2 Cf. p, 24.
3 In ihe five villages which have been surveyed by the Board of Economic

Enquiry 8o per cent (654 out of 831) of the sweepers and tanners belong
to this category,

4 Rushicus, 93, 144.
3 P- 245
6 Ibid,, x35, 139.
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Amritsar, where there are 32,000 sweepers,® they are frequently
taken into cultivating partnership by both Jat and Arain, and
provided they do not handle night-soil, for which there 1s little
occasion except here and there where purdah is observed, they may
touch their kind and their womenfolk may enter other people’s
houses. North of the Ravi, the great majority have become either
Christian or Muslim, and this has given them a new status and a new
outlook.? At the end of the last chapter we saw what a diflereiice
this has made to those who have become Christians;3 and muchthe
same applies to the Musalli, as the Muslim convert is calied,* and to
the thousands of Chaméars and sweepers who have adopred Sikhism.5
Not long ago Mr. Gandhi wrote  that no penance that caste Hindus
can do can in any way compensate for the calculated degradation
that has followed from untouchability.’® The Puujab may cou-
gratulate itself that under the influence of education and new ideals
this evil is gradually disappearing.
Village custom is so variable that generalizations abour village
servants can have only the broadest application, and this applies
particularly to their remuneration. Oil-presser,
weaver, tailor, and dyer are generally (not always)
paid by the piece, in cash or in grain according to crrcmnstances.?

. Technically they are not village servants, for the true servant is one
who performs certain fixed services periodically in return for a share
of his patron’s harvest. The share is a matter of custom and record
and is efther a specific measure of grain or a fixed proportion of the
harvest, or a combination of both. The services to be tendered ate
also subject to fixed limits—in some villages the caipenier’s limnit
for repairs is a day’s work—and anything over and above these
limits must be separately paid for, also at customary rates, wluch are
often in kind. Thus in a Jullundur village the blacksmith receives
from each of his patrons :— ’

Remuneration

1} per cent of his wheat and maize crops.
2 seers of wheat or maize whenever either is sown.

I Census Rpi., 1931.

2 Those who tour in rural areas in i1he north should remercber this and
take their sweeper with them ; otherwise some Musalli will have to be
‘bribed’ to perform a task which, if discovered, may lead to his social
boycott.

3 p. 258,

4 In 1931 there were 385,000 Musallis in the Punjab, nearly all in the
north and west of the province (Cansus Rpt.).

3 Chamdars and sweepets who beconie Sikhs are called Ramdésia and
Mazhabi, respectively.

8 Letter dated 11 March 193z to the Secretary of State for Indis
threatening ‘ a fast unto death ’.

7 Payments to the cil-presser vary considerably, see Village Surveys.
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one of the last twe pickings of cotton.,
4 bundles of fodder.
5 seers of vane juice,
4 stalks of sugar-cane whenever the cane-crusher reguires attention.
Rs. 2 and } seer of gur when the wooden frame of a new well is sunk,

and at a marriage,

1 seer of gur, food for two, and a smali present in cash.T

And in a colony viliage of Sikh Jats the Brahmin’s dues are :—
2 seers ot more of grain each time he visits a patron’s house on certain
fixed occosions.
Re. 1 on the birth of an eldest son (the weli-to-do give up to Rs, 35 or

oven & cow).

R, 10 on the marriage of a son.

Re, 1 when a sacred spot is visited to distribute charity in memory of
lhe dcad.

Rs. z sent by the bridegroom’s parents when they acknowledge informa-
lion abodt & narnage.

Rs. 5 at ceriain ceremonies.

Re. 1-4 for wiiting a sucred toxt on the ground with flour, aud ac mai-
riages, 1ice meals for himself and his family during the three days
that the ccremories asaally last.?

It is difficult to assess the earnings of a village servant when he
is paid in so many difterent ways and for such uncertain occasions
as birtk, marriage, and death. In the colony village
the Brahmin's earnings were estimated at no more
than Re. 312 a year, but the waterman’s were put al Rs. 448 or an
average of Rs. 37 a month.3 This was before the depression, and
that solid icomes couid be eawned then by even the humblest is
shown by the Rs. 4,000 saved by the three Chamér brothers
Hansi,4 and in 1930, when I mspectw a soucty of sweepels v
Amritsar city, { found {hat some of tleir families were earning over
Rs. 40 amontn., 3Bul these are abnormal Ngires, certainly for days
of econoinic depression, and foy vilage servants generally uy
enquicies suggest that the better placed among them uuvw 4o 201
sarn more than Rs, 200 to 300 a year, and the humbies from Ka, 100
io zoo3  The figures of the lower scale aie roughly on a ievel with
those given on pages 243-24 for the colonisi with one rectangle
and on pages 252 and 254 for the peasant proprietor with one
plougn If colomist and simall propriet:ur are petter off, i most
cases it will vuly be because they have some source of income apart
from theit ld.nd, such as military service. Even so il may be

Income

T Village Sarvey, Mo, 3, ¢

% Ibid., No. 4, 19.

3 Ibid., 21, 2. In the same village the blacksmith earned Rs. 210 and
the batber Rs. 16;.

4+ p. 167.

5 Camna;e the tapners of Hansi (p. 168). For the poorer and remoter
‘tracts, such as Mianwali, the scale would be Rs. 50 less, subject to 4 minmnum
of about Rs. 100,
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doubted whether in general they are better off {han the higher grade
of village servant.
The scale for the lower grade may be compared with the wages
paid to the agricultural labourer, and the comparison is relevant
. because, as has already been explained, Chamér and
éggf;ﬂtmal sweeper provide most of the agricullural labour of the
province. During my tour I asked a number of
zemindars how much they paid therr permanent labourers. The
results are tabulated in a note at the end of this chapter® They
show wide variations but suggest that under ordinary conditions a
labourer may expect from Rs. 100 to 130 a year.* The minimum
would seem to be about Rs. go and the maximum (ignormg ine
exceptional case of an Arain at Sangla) nearly Rs. 200, but the
higher rates are paid only for long service, or for service under tne
special conditions of the Nili Bar, or for skill in market-gardeuing.
Here again there seems little (o choose between the small proprieior
and the skilled labourer, and in comparing the two we must
remember thal other grown-up members of the labourer’s furnny are
free to earn as well, whereas the small proprietor, to earn his modest,
Rs. 150 to 200, requires the assistance of a wite, perhaps even of a
son.3
Tneome of The figures given or referred to in he Jast two
village servants Paragraphs will be clearer if they are tabula.cud

and return of  This may be done 1hus :—
land compared

Nzl Bdr Colony Rs, per annum
(2) Government Farm tenants at 160 (gross return less cost of seed,
Vihari—return per rectangle in implements, uplreep of cattle
1034 {p 223). including depreciation and all

Government dues),

(b) estimated return of ome rect- 163 {gross return Jless all costs
angle, with wheat and unginned specified above except mmple-
cotton selling in the village at ments and depreciation on
Rs. 2 and 6 per maund respec- cattle).

Uvely (p. 224).
Qne plough holdings in Gurdaspur and Sialkot
{#) well-irngated (6 acres), at 205 (gross return Jless value of

prices current m March 19314 fodder for caitle and cotton

(D, 252). for domestic nse)

(b) unirrigated (10 acres), with 126 {gross reiurn Jesc walue of

prices as above (p 254) fodder and cotton as above).
Estimaled tncome of village sevvamis (1933)

(@) higher grades, 200 to 300,

(b) lower grades. 120 to 200.

I
B
2 Cf, Rustzms 297, 334
3 Cf, p. 256-7
4 For prices preyailing at diflerent dates, see p, 350,
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Wages of agileultucal labourers fevmanontly cmiloyed (2931)

va
(a) under ordiuary conditiona. 100 TG I30.
() if conditions or skull special. 150 10 Ige.

To this we may add the figures given on p. 349 for the farms whose
accounts have been kept undes the auspices of the Punjab Board of
Economic Enquiry.

B

Average Telurn fev acrve (after deducting all out-of-
pocket costs of production but nothing on account
of ithe cultivator's own labour)

Canal-irmgatedland  Weliarngated land

Rs. Hes.
1928-9 and 1929-30 . 28-15 25-5
1930-I to 1932-3 . 13-4 I3-2

On these figures it is clear that the small proprietor, whether
cultivating at home with one plough or in the Nili Bér colony with
two ploughs,! is no better off than the artisan or higher grade viilage
servant.

Water is the first essential of life, more important even than
bread, which cannot be grown without it. It is appropriate,

. therefore, Lhat the waterman should have an honour-
Eﬁe}jﬂzge abie, sometimes the most honourable, place amongst

village servants ; and it is doubly apprupuiate if his
wife bakes the village bread. Here we come upon one of those
differences of custoin, wiich ase « feature of Punjub village life and
detive then boundaries from its riveis South of the Ravi? and
north of the Jhelum most women do their own baking, but between
the two (as amongst the Arabs in Palestine) most villages have a
common bakehouse served by the walernian’s wife.s Like
everything eise 1t Zas both advautage and disadvantage, The
disadvanlage i> that tinie is spent in voming and going and some-
times wasied iu ioo long iarrying at the bakehouse, and village
quarrels occasionally anse from the tittle tattie inseparable from the
meeling together of uneducated or not very busy women, The

1 Two ploughs with a yoke of oxen are required for one yectangle
TE ol JALC.

z Cf. np 473, L1I7,

3 Hoshizrpur sppears fo e 2n exception.

4 In large willages each quarter has its own bakebouse.

5 ‘Lne difference on the two sides of the Jhelum is striking ; in Shahpur
80 to go per cent of the villages have a bakehouse, in Chakwal (north of the
Salt Range) only 2¢ v 25 per cent. The hakehouss is generally comfined
to Muslim villages, and it is more used in the hol weather than in the cold.
In Gujranwala and Sheikhupura the oven of one house is somelimes used
by 4 or 5 neighbouring houses without charge, each housewife bringing her
own fuel, Co-operation takes many forms in the village.
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advantage is that it saves fuel, and as the commonest fuel is the
dung-cake, the saving means more 1nanure for the land, Furiher-
more, in a large oven any kind of brushwood can he used.

The village baking is one of ihe pleasantest sights that the
village offers, how pleasart I did not realize until one Sunday
morning 1 chanced 1o look into the courtyard of a waterman’s house
in a Guyrat village. There were the usual mud walls, and seated on
the ground near the oven, a mud-plastered barrel-shaped hole in
the ground, was the waterman's wife with haif a dozen women
aboui her, all busy, some with the xneading, others with the
pat-a-cake (pira). Tour the flour into a shallow brass dish, moisten
it with water, sofien it with buiter, then knead it with both hands,
so might the stmple recipe run. But these women needed no recipe
as thay moulded the dough into cakes wich great squeezings of their
fingers and clenchings of large-knuckled fists; nor for the more
delicate business of flatiening out the cake between the palms of 1he
hand. Thinner and thinner becomes the dough, and inore and more
spreading the cake, untid at lasi il 1s as large as hungry man
coutd wish, Then 1t is lovingly placed in a shallow basket, and oue
by one 19 others are placed upon it, Now is the moment to rouse
the fire, which slumbers in 1he oven, and up gets Mistress Waterman
and thiusts in an armiul of long bushy stems, The flames leap high,
and for a bright crackling minute the lranquil faces of the women
redden in the firelight, Then all is quiel and the barrei glows.
Down sihe sits agaiu, and clatting gaily, takes up & cake, damps
it with a iouch of wet fingers, and flattens it against the oven wall.
And so on with cake afler cake until the water at her side 15 white
as mik and the oven winte witn bread. Now and then a cake
unsticks and slips into the fire, but in a ipoment it is speared
and put back in ils place. The wheaten ones are ready firsi, tne
thicker miliet onas last, These aie so solid that one taken with a
glass of buttermilk and a dish ot greens gives a man a 1neal,

The baker provides oven, [uel, and labour, and in return recerves
not cash, but, after sound village custom, one cake in eight.* In
sitks shie would be all delight, but even in her dark homespun she
has more quickness, intelligence, and grace than all the zemindac
wives who sit stolidly about her. 1 twitted her with not being as
cleanly dressed as such work requited. * My dress above cannot be
clean,” she replied ; ‘it becomes white with flour; but (he dress
below {and she 1ifted ner Llack ankie-long apron) is clean.” I then
vematked, with I fear less than village courtesy, thar the baskets
which received thie cakes of dungis might be cleaner.  But,” she

* In Gujranwala and Sheikhupma che receives one cake per family
which is also roughly ope in eight.
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said witl: « merry smite, ‘ the baskets are cieaned every four o1 five
days.’ At tnis moment there entered with laughing eyc a weman
bearing in her hand a brass vessel full of moistened wheat, which
she wanted parched. Her face with its bold but gently-rounded
cheek bones and tapezjng chin was alive with the geicty of her mind.,
She answered each question we put to her with quick unembarrassed
humour, and only when asked of wiat casce she was, did she
hesitate a moment and then she answered soltly, ‘1 am a Musalli."”
But at this poiul—I was unconsciously blocking the doorway—a
deferential vuice said ; ‘ There are otiiers waiting who cantiok get a1’
The oven serves tue village mormng and evening, and as six can
ouly kuead at vnce, some must wait, and Lha theie inay be no favour
each woman as she arrives 1s given a nuinbez.

That the servaut is oiten quicker witted than his master 1s a
matter of comunun vbservation, and Lterature is full ol examples,
for inswance, Figaro, Sancho Yanza, and Scapin, It was 1o aciident
The servant’s thal mace the waterman's wife aud 1the Musalli stand
versatility out amongst ilheir fellows, ol the iniustiel's wale
appear the most inteiligenc in the group of women met in Sialkot.?
The peasant lives Ly lus laud, bat the servant who would piosper
Dy his wits. The peasani Lesitales to turn his hand 1o auytling
but pioagls, petr and sword,3 and even his proughshace is Lluuted by
ais izzai-dictated taboos ;4 but the se1vant scucns nothiug that will
add to his substance. On my tour 1 met men who doubled the
parts of washerman and tailor, a father and son who worked
togelner as Dblacksmnick and carpenies, and earning, too, owver
Es. 500 a year , washenuen and fanners who were weavers ; baibers
and carpeniers who were money-lenders ; end, sirangest of ali,
dyers (raugrez) employed to sink a weil 100 feet deep.’ Iu so caste-
ridden a country as India this fwdity of occupation is surprising,
but the Funjab noith of the Sutley (apari from the Himalayas) is
much less influenced by Hinduism than the rest of India, and
oceupation and iribe aie more importam chan caswe, with which,
however, Lhey are often co-ordinated. I, in these chaugng times,
the peasant does not wish Lo be vurstripped by his servant, he must
either develop his aguuituie or andertake other activities, And

T See p. 266,
p. 255. ,
3 pp. 88, 183.

+ Ci. pp. 50, 88, 137, 179.

5 In a jutundur village which recently came under survey, it was fouad
that 6 shoemakers and 3 potters were working as weavers, 2 washermen as
tailors, a waterman as money-lender and mason, 2 more as watermen and
tailors, and a weaver as both weaver and dyer (Village Survey, No. 3, 6-8).

@



274 THE VILLAGE SERVANT

The spread of education did not mend matiers, for in these days the
merest smattering of learning is enough to set a man thinlking of hi.
rights, especially when the services required of him smack of
subjection.

The services that are most resented are those that are commonly
called begdr, a word, which like its French equivalent ‘ corvée’,
democratic lips generally mouth with an accent of
scorn or disgust. Actually there is no reason whythe
word should inspire either. There is nothing degrading in the
services it covers, and they have their guéd pro guo. A mcessage or
an invitation may have to be taken from a patron to a relative—on
the road we met many employed in this way—or word o} some critne
may have to be sent to the police station, or a load carried from one
village to another, or women escorted on a journey, or help given to
a patron in his fields when hard pressed. In return fcr these services
servants are allowed to lop their patrons’ trees for fuel, to pick therwr
rape leaves for greens, to collect dung and stack it on thejr land,
and to graze cattle, sheep, and goats on their fallow or stubble fields,
Near Tarn Taran we found a watchman grazing fifteen goats ou the
land of those whose messages he carried, and not far away a water-
man's boy in yellow shirt and black puggaree (the gift of his patron)
was gathering fodder for the family buffalo in his pairon's fieid of
rape, And recently when a Jullundur village was surveyed, it was
found that twenty-five Chamirs were keeping nineteen cows for
not one of which did they either grow or purchase fodder.® Thewe
is an underlying equity in unsophisticated village lile which the
modern industrial town might envy,

On almost the last day of my tour the question was raised
whelher the village servant was necessary.? His exisience s

commonly taken for granted ; yet, us we have seen,
Is the village the Chamér does not exist north of the Chenab,
;eercz’;;,y ¢  waterman and washerman are raie west of Lhe

Jhelum, and the sweeper is only used for domestic
sanitation where purdah is in force, that is to say amongst Kkajputs,
landlords, and men of position. The barber, too, whom aii empioy,
is not, from the western standpoint, indispensable,3 Some reduction,
therefore, would scem possible, and it would be of economic advan-
tags to the zemindar, for at present 10 to I5 per cent oi his gross
produce goes in customary dues to the village servant.t

Begér

T Village Survey, No. 3, L4.

2 p. 258, 3 Cf. p. 210.

4 In the Shahpur tahsil the percentage is actually 14 (Assess, Rpi,, 1924,
appandixg. On unjrrigated land it may be less than 10, eg. in Klurian
(Gujrat) it is 8 {ibid., 1914), and 1n the Jhelum tahsil 1t varies from 8% to 14%
per cent (ibid., 1899).
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On the other hand, the present system gives employment 10
men who might otherwise find it difficult to make a living, and
Chamir and sweeper play an important part in the agricultural
economy of the province, and as a correspondent writes, ‘ shaving
and skinning are jobs either toc advanced or too low to appeal to
the average villager.” For the moment, more feasible, and perhaps
more important than reduction 1s the temoval of he social dis-
abilities attaching to village service, especially to those who pedfura
the less considered tasks. In the inore Iiindu patts oi tlie province
untouchability sarvives, and nowlere is eilher artisan or servant
eligible tu serve cu a panchayat under the Act unless he cwns asg
much land as would almost make him a peasant proptictu,’ aud
cverywhere he is termea “kainin ’ or menial. This last at least is
an anachronism, and surely the time hds come to discontinue its use
in official seporws aud publications? The days are past when
artisan aud servant could be lovked upou as * a crew of patches, rude
awchanicals .3
Aud educated as well as uneducared have sormetlung lo learn
in this matter. On one occasiol: on my oul my three house servants
complained that there was no accommodation for

fmit“g*e them at the rest house. It was the middle of the cold
owards ,
s weather, and all they had been offered was an open

verandah for the night. Everything else was said to
be occupied by an Indian official, who lived there wilh his servaits
and clerks. I went to see him, and Le coartecusly oftered me a
room in his seivanis’ quarters. Dut when the dooi was opened, all
T could see was a neap of cliaicoal, broken charpoys, and rupbish,
“Impossible (I sadj to put servants into such a place.’ Heuring
this, those with him said there was a room in che staiseés which
might do. Again a door opened, aud tius time fowls of all ages
Huttered excitedly. Eventually a large airy 1oom which had been
converied ito au oflfice was placed ai aiy disposal. I mention the
incidewut, trivial enough in itself, because it is typical of the way
the Indian servant, who is often as good as auy in the woud, i
expecled to live. One of the things thac the average house pro-
prietor is most reluctant tu do i to provide tie secvants quastars
attacned {0 a bungzlow, which may be highly rented, with the
clementary decencies of cleanlivess, ventilaticn, and space.
There is one wiilage servant of questionable character, noisy
Liabits, and il favoured appearaunce, wito hds uot béeu mentioned

b
p. I42. ) ) . . ‘
2 The term ia, T think used only oace in my Journal, and there daliber-
ately to mark a most menial habit (p. 3).
3 A Midsummer Night's Dream, i, 2, g,
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and who yet has a definite place in the village community. I
refer to the ubiquitous pi dog. Just as every barber,
waterman, sweeper, and tanner has his group of
patrons, so in countless villages dogs have their groups of houses
whose exits and entrances they guard, in return for which they are
allowed to ‘eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters’
table ’ ;* and if dogs from other houses come foraging round, they
hound them away as trespassers. I have come across this as far
south as Gurgaon and as far north as Jhelum, but it does nct involve
any tie between man and dog such as we are familiar with in the
west. The whole attitude to the dog is different in the east. To
the orthodox Muslim he is definitely unclean and untouchabie, and
in European households it is the untouchable sweeper wio must be
employed to look after him. The attitude of the Sikh is not very
different, and if the Hindu is more indulgent, it is due 1o Lis belief
in transmigration and the fear that the spirit of some ancestor may
have passed into a dog in punishment for misdeeds committeed as a
man. Actually, closer ties are more often found amongst Muslims
than Hindus. One reason for this is that the Musliin goes in much
more for sport than the Hindu, who is commonly a vegetarian, and
every true sportsman has his dog. Another is that in the Musliin
north?® and west the peasant often lives on an isolated well or in a
lonely moorland homestead (dhok) and requires a good watchdog
to guard him and his cattle at night, for, as we know, " there are
thieves’.3 But in the east and south-east of the proviace men iive
in villages and the looser ‘ patron’ system prevails. For humaus,
as we have seen, this system works well enough, but it is the worsi,
possible for dogs and gives them the barest means of subsistence.
Ignored and ownerless, they lead the scorned half-starved tife of the
outcaste, living almost literally upon crumbs, thankful for any
scrap, preying upon the filthiest garbage, and avenging themselves
upon man by making night hideous with their senseiess barking,

‘I respect dogs much in the domestic circle,’ says Stevenson, ‘but
on the highway, or sleeping afield, I both detest and fear them.'d
There is no need to fear the Indian pi dog, but it is dithcult not to
detest him, In the hot weather there is no greater tormentor to
those who sleep under the stars, and on nights when the moon 1s
nearly full and seems almost to burn its way into closed but sleepless
eyes, half a dozen dogs will sometimes bay and bark at each other
by the hour murdering sleep. Yet what an invaluable servani the

The dog

I Matthew xv, 27.

= Ci, p. 66.

3 p. o233, i R

+ Travels with.a Dankey (Edinburgh edit.). 100,
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dog is to the peasant and shepherd of the west, and how

he can be when treated as companion and friend. Even in the

and west there is little lavishing of care and affection. Once sec

a dog lying in the sun near two women who were spinning, I aske
its owner whether he brushed hirr, ‘Toba /T If we don't brush
ourselves, how should we brush our dogs?’ And so. too, to the
futther question whether he ever washed him. ‘If we wash
oulseives only once a month, how should we wash them ?’ A dog
costs something to feed and tend, and remembering ihe figures given
above,” one can understand that thie aidinary peasant canuot aftord
any extra expenditine lhowever small, Tt follows, therefore, that
his standaid of living must be 1aised before the village dog can fare
aay betler. And in jesser degiee the saine applies to the vilage
servant.s

Note —Wages nf the Agrienltnral Labourer  Puring mwy tour I
enjuired trom o number oi zemundars what they paid thewr permanent
labowors. The information given me is summarized beiow —

Listrict Tahsil or arvea Wages3

Sheilkhupura  Colony Rs. 8 to 10 a month plus 2 coiton shawls
and shoes: before the fall in prices the

moagy wage was Rs. 10 to 2.
Sangla \market Rs, I3 «nd IG per mensemi: onc ATtamn

gardening) employed ou Rs, 3¢ plus 3 annas a day for
food—an exceptional case.
Shahpur Colony ' 20 maunds of wheait or Rs. 4 (before the

slamp Rs. 7 to 8) per mensem plus 2 meals
a day. clothes, ghoes and tobacco.

Jhelum Lilla Ds. 4 or 5 per mensem
Salt Range plus meals
Buciihal Kaldn) DRs. 2 to 2r ICansem and elothes.
» s M
Riverain Rs. 4 to 6 par mensem
Temzenore Moga Rs, 100 per annum plus 2 meals 2 day, bat

moze veually omz-fifth of the produce;
one zentizdar said he paid his man Rs. 15
2 month, but he had Been 10 years in his
employ.

Higsar Tlansi taksil A zoildar paid his 3 housshold eetvouts
Rs, 50 plus food and clothes and gave his
3 labourers ome-sixth of the produce of
the land they cultivated,

* Heaven forbid !
4 p. 268,

3 For wages ascertained on my frsi tour, see Rusticius, inlex under
‘ Agricultural labourer’,

4 For price of wheat, see pp. 254, 350. N
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z 1 ahsil or area Wages
and wt 5

mery  Nili Bar Colony  Rs, 7-8 or at most Rs. 10 (before the slump

the maximum was Rs. 13) plus lood and

The clothes; but in the village visited on
March 7 the military grantees said they
paid {from Rs 130 to 180 per annum plus
focd and clothes. One said he paid
Rs, 180 but was trying to find a cheaper
man ; and it was also said that a labourer
had just lefv the village because lus
cipayst would aot give i mote than

T

Rs. 130,

Gurdaspur Shakargarh A Khawri paid his 5 labonrers Rs 7 a
(Kot Nainan) month Hlws food and clothes.T

With these figures may be cotnpared ihe wages given in larm dcocunts
in the Punjab, 1032-3 (sec p. 349), all rclating to 1932-3 ard affecting mne
different districts. The wages of cieven permancnt labourers are mentionsd,
six of them paid in cash and in kiad, and five paid, in part at least, by a
fixed proportion of the produce. In the case cf the six, the cash value of
the year's wages varied from Rs, 66 {p. 163), or, cmitting this apparently
exceptional case, from Rs. 94 (p. 132) to Rs. 147 (p. 163). In the case of
the five. it ran from Rs 109 (p. 163) to Rs. 196 (p. 32).

1 The value of food and clethes al present prices may be roughly put
at Rs. 40 a year; owing to economic depression there has been a marked
tendency to substitute wages in kind for wages in cash, and for the land-
owner to dispense with the employment of agricultural labour, Earnings
are, therefore, much reduced, and in one colony it is said that men who used
to get 12 annas a day are now content with from 4 to 6 annas. The labourer
has one definite advantage over the zemindar: he is usually not much in
debt {1934)-

The valuations given i Farm Accounis in the Punpab, 1932-3, vAry
considerably - in the case of food, from Rs. 24 (pp. 10, 163) to Rs. 36 {pp. 134,
210} ; aad when clothes are added, {rom Rs, 21 (p. 10) to Rs, 47 {p. 85;.



CHAPTER XV
THE VILLAGE WOMAN
Part I
CUSTOM

ON my first tour T described in some detaii the parl the village
woman plays as man's helpmate in the fields. On my last, I
attempted the much more difficult task of Anding out the part
she plays in the home ; and, believing that people should always
be allowed to speak for themseives, I ventured to penetrate into
the home for the purpose. The result was a series of conversations,
which I have reproduced in my journal as faithiully as I cowid.
I propose now to cousider veiy briefly whal woman’s position is
in tue village and how far it Is changlug with he times. 1f 1 seem
to rusl: in where only angels might dare to tread, my excuse is that
little information 1s available on the subject, and sotue treaiment
of it seems Tequired to complete my swvey of the Funjab village.
On my tour, and in the {wo years thal followed, I collected what
mionnation I could, and during the last six months [ndian friends
in close touch with village iife, and together representing all the
wore typical areas of the province, have most kindly made further
enquiries for me. What iollows is the wesult of ali lhis, but the
views expressed are of the troadest and .most tentative character.
Lel us start with mardage. . General, but not universal,
custom prescribes thut giris shall be married in childhood, and
" ,  thal maiiage shall be consummated when natuwe
?nairiaigge % makes this possible or not long after. Tor centuries
Brahmins have declaved that il a giil were not maried
before puberly, “1he tosl lenible punishinenl’ would fall upon
all cuucetued,” and so deeply ingrained is this idea that in 1928
I was informed that in the eyes of most an unmarried daughter of
16 ‘indicated some defect in the prain of ihe parenis ov their
financial position.’ The resuic of this aitilude is the existeue in
India to-day of abow I[2,000,000 wives and 300,000 WidOows
under the age of 133 On my ficst tour, in one high school, 1 met
1 ];ﬁ:riefl.a Hauswirth, Purdah (1932), 53-
3 Rusticus, 4o.
3 Cevsus of Inmdin, 1931, vol. i, pt. 2, p. 120, Intls Funjat, the nembey

of wives and whlows under 14 in 1931 was 288,662 and 4,748, Tespectively
(Gensus Rpt., p, 173).
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a Windu bov of 13 who was living with a wile anly 12 years old,
and a Sikh boy of 16 whe kad elready 1ozt beils wife and child;* and
in another, I found that out of 198 boys in the [our upper classes
66 were married and 26 had started living with their wives.? On
my last tour the first woman interviewed, a Hindu Jatni, was
married at the age of 4 and her husband was only 9,3 an age at
which she had recently married her eldest daughter.4 The second
woman. also a Hindu Jatni. was married so young that she could
not remember coming to her husband’s home.s A Muslim woman
met later on the borders of Kashmir saiwl the same. The two
women interviewed in the Nili Bar had fared a little better. One,
a Muslim, was married at 11, and so was her duughter ;¢ the other,
a Sikh Jatni, was married at 12.7 The submontane Hindu Rajputs
ustally betroth thewr girls at 5 or 6, and in the eastern Punjab,
where Hindu influence or tradition is strong, marriages are generally
consummated at 13 or 14. In the barren north and west, where
9o per cent are Muslim, they take piace three or four years later ;
and in the sandy wastes bordering on the Indus gitls are not married
till 20 or even 25. So too was it among the Janglis, 1ill the canal
gave them the means of su£porting larger {amilies. Now they
marry their girls at 14 or 15.° There has also peen a drop of a year
or two in the Salt Range where tne army has brought prosperity.
" Before we were poor,’ said an old wan when we were discussing
this. Eilsewhere I bave said that an increase of prosperity leads
{0 an increase of population,’ and it would seem: that, where the
former 1s not accompanied by education, it may also lead to earlier
marriage.
Farly marriage is naturally followed by early birth, The first
Hindu Jatui 1 mel became a mother al 14, the second at 15, and the
Muslimn ai 16. This is typical, and from it springs
Sarly cuild-  a]i the wastage of a birih and death rate which
3;‘;5;1 and eally , e higher in the Panjab than in any other province
except the Central Provinces.™ Each of the two
Hindu Jatnis had had eight children, and of the 16 only 9 had
survived, and it was patheticaliy clear that another was doomed.

T Rustieus, 58,
2 Tbid., 8z.
. Igo.
190.
192.
226,
227,
P. 16.
9 Peasani. 2754
© Public Health Admin. Rpt. (Punjab) 1932, (published 1034), 11. In
1932 tae roval birth rate of the province was 42 per mille, and the rnral death
“Fafe 25 (ibud,, 4, 5 7

La Ny Mo 4
moEE T
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Similarly, the Sergeant’s wife in Gurdaspur had lost 3 out of 8.
Only the Sikh Jatni of the Nili Bar had lost no more than one oul
of 6. Early marriage is, of course, not the only cause of all this
loss. As long as village midwives are uneducated, untrained, and
often half outcaste,® there must be heavy losses at childbirth.
In only one area did we come across the trained midwife, and there,
in the twenty villages concerned, 600 children were brought into
the world at a cost of only three lives as against a Census average
of 8> Even if a child survives birth, its chance of growing up is
very uncertain, and in 1932, a healthy year, for every 1,000 children
born 17g died under the age of one? The corresponding rate in
England and Wales for the same year was only 65, which shows
what is possible. But in some European countries, for example
Hungary (184) and Roumania (197), it was even higher. The
position in the Punjab, therefore, though capable of great improve-
ment, is not desperate.t

In one respect village custom is merciful. After childbirth
a mother is allowed a fair spell of rest. The shortest period
mentioned by any of the women I saw was 10 10 20
days, and in most cases il was 20 to 40. More
than 20 days is probably only possible if {here is
someone in the house to cook and do the housework, and during
part of it light work will be done. But even if only ten days’ rest
is taken, that is as much as a village woman expects in Scotland.
As to nursing, a daughier is nursed for aboul two years (Juliet was
nursed for nearly three), and a son for six months longer. Some-
times, but rarely it would seem, it is the other way round.5 The
women of Sialkot said they made no difference between hoy and girl,
for ‘ both come from the same womb,” But one of them added :
‘For all that we love the boy best.”® The Scrgeant’s wife in
Gurdaspur thought the same, and her husband’s explanation was
typical of the peasant mind : a boy, he said, will become ‘ master
of the land’.7 To the Hindu there is a mystical significance in the

Son versus
daughter

X See Rusticus, 349.

2 This figure was given me locally, see p. 79.

3 Health Adwin. Rpt., 9. The corresponding figure for India in 1930
was 181 (Census Rpt., vol. i, pt. 1, 97}

4 The following figures (obtamed with those given above from the
Ministry of Hea.lth) may also be compared ;

Scotland 86 Japan (1g31) v 132
Taly “r .. 106 Russia in Europe (1928) v 168
Poland . 143

The Russian ﬁgures are appmxnnate and relate to only part of Russia in
Europe. The other fignres (except Japan) relate to 1932.

5 Cf p. z=29.

6 p. 256.

7 p. 235.
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birth ot a son, the very word for which in Punjabi means deliver-
anee from bell ;¥ and tbare is the fundamental consideration that
‘girls ate the [ael of another man’s house’? The possibility of
a substantial bride price should sweeten a daughter’s welcome,
and no doubt il makes her more considercd but there is always
the uncomfortable thought that she costs more than a son. When
she is married, she must have not only an adequate trousseau but
also a handsome aliowance of jewellery in oider that she may be
aple to hold up her head in her husband’s nouse and mamiamn her
father’s izzat3 It is wrue that money must aiso be spent upon a
son’s marriage, but ‘on the work of men there is great blessing,
and from it comes great produce.¥ Wilh a daughter, expenditure
never ceases. Whenever she pays a visit to her parents, she and
her children have to be given a present of clothes. 1n the centrat
Punjab this must aiso be done when she slays with a brother,
and it does not always malke a sister s visi more acceptable. In
many fainilies she must bave her fist child ac her mother s house,
and this is another source of cxpense.

The difference inade beiwcen boy and girl is particularily
marked at birth. The midwife receives a rupee for a boy, but only
8 annas for a girl, and sometimes nothing at all. In the south-east
the birth of a boy 1s announceu by the peaung of a brass dish,
and the Dith of a gitl by beating & couunon hion girdie ({awn).5
In the west only the women congralulate, and of the north we
read in Trousers of Taffeta, which containg a remarkable study
of purdah lite :— If 1t had been a boy that‘was born to Bilkis at
the time of the least two other lambs were to have been sacrificed
in thanksgiving. But it was a daughter. . . The noseless
servant sawd that the Raja swore when he heard it was a girl,
Bat che Rani said that in his heart be was very happy about 1t.
For a man, she explained, is always happy . . . if even a calf
is born in his house.” This puts the position well : a girl1s welcome,
but a boy 1s the subject of pride and rejoicing. * Feced son and bul-
lock well: poth are breadwinners’ is a Punjab saying, and, m
most housenolds, though pethaps not m Sikh,7 a boy is a little
more indulged chan a girl. His dress will be a trifle better than his
sister’s and if there is not enough milk ur butter for poth, she has

I Peasant 50.

2 Payat ghar ka wndhan.

3 Cf. p. 2206,

+p 256

3 In a village in Malwa (Central India) I was told last year that a winnow-
ing Laskel I struuk,

6 Margaret Wilson, Trousers of Tajffeltr (v929), 145° rompare also the
curious example of inequality given on p. 140.

7 Cf p. 1130
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to go without. The soldier’s view, given me in the north, is thal
his son must Le strong in case he wants to go into the army, and
wmutatis mutandis a ploughman must feel the same. Even in
England boys were more considered than girls until woman became
a breadwinner too; while amongst the Jews, to whom both
Englishman and Muslim owe so much, boys in orthodox families
are still tanght to thank God that ihey are not girls.!  Actually
woman’s position under [slamic law is high. higher 1n some respects
than that enjoyed by the women of any Christian country till
recent times,? but her rights, especially in regard 1o land, have been
seriously curtailed by villuge custorn, which in 1the Punjab has
tegal foice.

In oune bad respect boy and giil are treated exaclly alike.
Amongst mothers * ouly one or haif a one’ (Lo quote a correspondent)
gives her children any house-traming at all, and i
1s not unlil they are of an age to observe othets
that they learn the rudimenis of self-control3 A wwice or thrice
icidea cloth is placed under a babe at night and stains are washed
away in the morning, but the cloth will not be changed for 1o or
15 days. It is an advantage ol education that a woman who has
been to school may change 1t every 2 or 3 days, but it is only the
well educated townswoman who will have o supply of napkins,
and indeed they are hardly compatible with the figures given on
p. 268. The cifierence that early Lainbig makes in after life is
s0 greaw lhat ao Indiau lady once remarked to the writer: ‘ You
cannot live with a person for seven days without discovering
whether he was trained or not as a child.’

The fust six or seven years, boys and girls ail run wild in the
village, the boys until they are cld enough to help with tne catiie

. or go to school, 'he gils onill they can look afier a
;:";1“%11;:‘ youuger child or lend a hand with the houselold
® tasks. The first of tise I3 to wash the vessels.
Theu come lessons i kneading and cooking, and, amongst those
who are stifl semi-nomad, picking the lice out of the mother's
hawr,4 and at g or 10 a gl learns to spin and sew. The iast and
hardest task, corresponding with ploughing for a boy, is grinding.
This may begin at 1o ot xx, but the full task is not done until 16

Training

1 The prayer, which occuig in the orthodox Jewish prayer book, runs :
" Plessed at Thon, O Lerd cur God, King of the TIniverse, who bast npt
made me a woman.' Since 1842 these words have been omitted by the
‘ Reform ' Synagogne in London. Now they are aiso owmitted by the Libelal
Synagogue there (information idndly snpplied by a Jewish friend)

2 Hauswirth, op. cit., 57.

3 Cf. pp. 7o, 188.

4 p. 22Q.
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or 17t Of gystematic religious teaching there is almost none,
Amongst Hindus, knowledge of one’s dharm or duty to God passes
‘from breast to breast’, mainly through the medium of stories
told at the witching hour of bedtime. Muslim mothers teach their
daughters the customary forms of prayer, and occasionally, where
the village mullah is trusted, send them to the mosque to be {aught
the Koran along with the boys. A few mothers teach them this
themselves,* but a Rajput tells me that high-born Rajput matrons
think it derogatory to do what they regard as the mullah’s work.
All that is learnt al the mosque is to read the Koran in Arabic,
and, though a few doubt it, most believe this to be helpful ;3 yet
how much more helpful it would be, if the mullah could expound,
as well as read the scriptures. Of the importance of this I wrote
on both my tours,* and all I need add is that, however little fully
educated men may need the assislance of organized religion, the
experience of peasant Europe suggests that the children of the
uneducated require it as much as daily bread ; bui it must be the
religion of the spirit as well as of the letter.
Every sensible mother takes pains in teaching her daughter
the household tasks, lest her ignorance bring shame upon her
in the mother-in-law’s house. Serious education,
Pﬂugh:ﬂier-iﬂti however, does not begin until this is entered, The
i:g::: mo er“chramge then is as great as when with us a girl goes
10 her boarding school; and not very unlike, with
the mother-in-law in the role of headmistress. Till then the girl
has been free of the village and an object of indulgence and affection.
But in her husband’s home she finds herself at first almost an
alien ; her liberty restricled, even though there may be no purdah ;
her spirit repressed, and her whole life and being at the beck and call
of critical elders. Even if the atmosphere is friendly, as no doubt
it often is, it must still be completely strange ; and, cul off from
every former tie and every familiar sight and sound, a young
sensitive creature may well feel the despair of utter loneliness.
1f, on the other hand, the atmosphere is unsympathetic, as must
frequently happen in a country where marriage often follows a
hard driven bargain, a young bride of 12 or 13 may wilt like a
transplanted and unwalered flower. The authoress of Purdah,
who writes with a peculiar knowledge of Hindu households, describes
how often ‘ the first weeks and months ' of married life are passed
‘in passionate homesickness, an intense feeling of forlornness,
bewildered shyness, and agonizing self-consciousness.’S All who

* See p. 227. 4 Ibid., 338-40 and p, 119 supra.
z Cf. Rustious, 210, 5 Hauswirth, op. cit,, ros,
3 See p. 60.
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have been unhappy at school will realize what torture this must

mean. And the {eelings are of all time. Nearly 1,600 years ago,

in north Africa, St. Augustine’s mother, who was married very

young, suffered from them. Her mother-in-law was unsympathetic,

if not hostile, but gradually yielded to her daughter-in-law’s * per--
severing endurance and meekness’ and in the end made her son’
chastise those who had misled her by their * whisperings ".

Where people of both sexes and of all ages live logether in a
common hive, there must be a ruler, and in the east, 1ill recently,
rulers were always despotic. ‘They all do as I
bid them,’ said a Hissar zaildar who was the head of 3
household of forty persons, only six of whom were
servants. And a soldier of the north, speaking of his father’s
house, said : * Every morning we rose as at the sound of the bugle.’
Living in a large group, says the authoress of Purdak, ‘ involves
enormous self-discipline on the part of all younger men ; whatever
their personal dislikes, or particular interests may be, they must
be . . . made subservient to the general interests of the entire
family.’* If this is so with the young men, it is doubly so with the
girls, ‘ In the joint family, the mother, or in her abscnce the
wife of the oldest male member, holds the post of honour.

Even grown sons will rarely go against her will or express wish in
any matter. . . . and for a little daughter-indaw 1o defy
her is almost unthinkable.’d It is as with a novice entering a
convent : her will must be utterly subdued. This despotic atmo-
sphere, whether benevolent or the reverse, has profoundly affected
the relationship of husband and wife and made any real companion-
ship between them impossible. To quote Purdah again, ‘the
child wife never opens her mouth save to answer a direct question,
and then twists in discomfort if it has to be more than a mere yes
or no.” In the morning she is the first to rise and, having taken
the dust of her husband’s feet,* awaits the bidding of her elders,
If during the day she is sitting with others and her husband’s
footstep is heard outside, she must at once retire and would be
‘ gharply reprimanded if she lingered for a moment.S She is
expected to cook his food but may not serve it ; that is the mother-
in-law’s prerogative, and one jealously guarded. Harshest rule
of all, she may not converse with her husband before an elder, and

The joint
family system

* Comfessions, bk, ix, 20 (trs. Pusey).

z Op. cit., 99.

3 Ibid., zoI1.

4 Not all do this, e.g. the Jats in Hissar. Custom, too, varies in different
parts of India. I understand, for example, that it is commoner in Bengal
than Madras.

5 Ibid.. 105,
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in the close-quarter life of a large household there is nearly always
an elder present.

Such, broadly, is the position under the Hindu joint family
system, and its rules and principles influence most village house-
holds in the eastern Punjab, as the following account, which [
owe to a Muslim in the south east, suggests.  When a bride first
yisits her husband’s home, everybody shows affeclion to her and she
is ireated as a guest. Her mother-in-law does not speak ill of her,
and her father-in-law tells everyone to treat her gently and give
her only light work.’ After about a month she returns to her
parents and sings the praises of her new home. But on her next
visit she finds everyone, except her husband, a little changed—
the mother-in-law less affectionate and more critical, the father-in-
law indifferent, and the children inclined to tell tales against her.
There is also more work to do, but her husband’s love continues
unabated, ‘and she bears all criticism, indifference, and coldness
silenily until she gets an opportunity of talking with him.” Once
more, after two months or so, she returns to her parents, and this
time she is much less inclined to leave them, and when someone
comes from her mother-in-law to escorl her back, one excuse
after another is made to put off the evil day. But go at last she
must, and then begins the most trying time of her.life. The
mother-in-law now begins to nag at her, for not doing ‘this or not
knowing that, for eating too much or doing too little ; the father-
in-law abuses her parents, the children teaze her, and to please
his mother her husband may even beat her. After this, visits to
her old home have all the glamour that holidays have to a home-
sick English girl at a boarding school. Once more she is pelted
and indulged and free to do what she likes, a sign of which in the
sonth east is the return to the comfortable pyjamas of maidenhood
in place of the heavy full-skirted ghaggra of wedlock, If she
becomes a mother her position improves, but if she remains child-
less, she is eyed superciliously by her elders and there will be
whispers of a second marriage ; and to the young childless wife
this is a secret terror.t

It can be understood that in the atmosphere just described
a young wife is rarely at ease when her husband is present, and when
he comes in from his work, even a wile who has been
married for years cannot rest until she has ministered
to all his wants, ‘There is great anxiety,’ said
the woman of Sialkot, ‘ and our breath remains dry until the mid-
day meal is taken out fo the fields” And they added: ‘We

Husband and
wife
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may nol eat 1ill they have calen—never : we must always wait,”
This is the general Indian rule, and even a sweeper or a chamar
would consider it a sin to eal Orst. Husband and wife, therefore,
never eat together, not even in the west, where men and women
often meet as equals* I heard of a soldier couple in Jhelum who
did 1t, but the village laughed and said—‘ they are making them-
selves Nawabs.” T hear, too, of soldier couples in the south east
who do it secretly ; but it was a soldier of the north who assured
me (erroneously) that the Koran forbade man and wife eating
together, ‘ because woman is weak and has less religious faith
(¢man) than a man and might make him weak if he ate with her.’
In village India, customs are of such antiquity that what starts
as vox populr tends sooner or later to become vox dei. If a wife
is free from other duties and has a house of her own, with no
mother-in-law about, she may sit with her husband while he eats ;
but, if she does this, it 1s probably to keep off the flies, and more
often she is too busy serving him or feeding the children. It is only
when both husband and children are satisfied that she can eat
herself, and she must then be content with whatever scraps remain,
and if unexpected guesis come in, there may be not even ihis.3
In other ways her inferiority is marked. She must not sil on a
charpoy# if her husband is sitting on the floor, and if he is sitting
on a charpoy, she will rarely be seen sharing il with him. In
village life, woman is certainly much above the level of chattel or
beast, though in treatment there are points of resemblance, but
her position is definitely suborcdinate,

Yet, in spite of this, woman rules the home. Speaking of the
Hindu woman, Mr. Sarda, father of the Sarda Act,5 says: ‘ The
influence she excrcises in domeslic matters is almost
supreme.” And that this has long been so is shown
by the following tale. One afternoon Jehangir was
wondeiing sombrely whether everyone was as completely ruled by
his wife as he was himself. To find out, he summoned his Wazir
and ordered him to visit 100 houses with 100 brown horses and one
white and enquire from each husband who was master there.
If he said, his wife, he was to be presented with a brown horse,
but if he said, himself, he was to be given the white. When lhe

X " " .

2 II[’n ?\gfanwah, when a bride 1s brought home, husband and wife eat

together while they are entertaining their relatives
3 Pwrdah, 105 ; for porthern India, see Lady Wilson, Lefiers from India,

Woman's
power

105.
+ String bed used as much for both sitting and lying, see llustration p. 229,
5 See pp. 187, 298.

6 Pressdential Addyess, Indian National Social Conference, Lahore (r929),
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Wagzir reached the hundredih house, he still had the white horse
with hiiy, und one brown, The man who lived there on being
guestioned said al otice—‘ I am master.’ Heating this, the Wazir
gave him the white horse. Now the brown horse was the better
of the two, and this had been noticed in the zenana, whence came
an imperative voice—’ Take the brown horse.” ‘ Please, may I have
the brown horse?’ said the man. In the viliage it is ever said that
woman rules, and the reason given is, she has so many more ways
than a man of making herseif disagreeable. She can bring hum
his mid-day meal late with the excuse, plausible enough when his
fields are scattered round the village,* that she could not ind Lim ;
she can spoil his food in the cooking, put in too much salt or none
at all ; when he relurns weary with heat and toil, she can slap a
child and make 1t cry at the very moment that he longs to smoke
his hugqa in peace; and at anytime she can raise a noisy quarrel
with a neighbour. Worst of all perhaps, for one who regards his
wzzat, if an unexpecled guest appears, she can pretend there is
nothing 11 the house fit to set before him. * O Sirs,’ said one who
knew women'’s power, " how can it be bul women should be sirong,
seeing they do thus? " It is even said that iv is the women who
decennine their husband’s votes, and ibat if a married daugnter
goes 1o her father and asks him to vole for so and so, swressing
the distance she has come irom her husband’s home to make

the request, ‘no power on earth will persuade him to vole
differentiy.’

Parr U
CHANGE

ExoucH has perhaps been said to give the reader some idea,
however superficial, of woman’s customary position in a village
home, and we must now consider what signs there are of change,
It is commonly staled that in the days of the Vedas the Hindu
woman was as free as she is now in subjection, and that the change
was due to obscurantist Brahminical lawgivers3 However this
may be, ihe contrary process is ceclawnly taking place today,
and if the mannes of her subjection is lost in the mists of tine,
her gradual emancipation cau at least be watched and recorded.

= Cf. p. 203
2 Esdres v, 52,
4 See, for example, Havawirth, op, cit.. ¢l 5 and p. 62
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What follows is, so far as the writer knows, the first attempt to do
this for the Punjab village.

Such change as has occurred is most marked in the canal
colonies and the central Punjab, but its extent in any area will,
broadly, be in proportion to the amount of educatien
there and the rise in the standard of living. The
Sikh Jatni of the Nui Bar colony thioaght that the chief change of
the last thirty years was an improvement in food,® and this agrees
with what I have said elsewhere.* An analogous change reported
fiom various distiicls is an improvement 1n dress, which is shown
by a greater demand for silks, especially the cheap silks of japan.
This is marked m Rawaipindi, a aisitict gieally enrichied by the
army. Ten or fifteen years ago its women used to clothe themnselves
in voluminous trousers (saiwdy) of thick homespun cloth—ro yards
to & pair,~- and now they use 5 yards of fine mill-made cloth instead.
Sleeves, once worn to the wrist to conceal the whole arm, now stop
at ihe elbow, and here and there even high heels are finding thei
way iuto the village, The words ‘ fashion and ‘sun ’ are passing
mto the feminine vocabulaty, and the more fashionable like shart,
trousers, and scarr {doputie) to be all of ihe same colour. At
martiage only one o1 iwo siik garinenis used to be mcluded m the
trousseau, bur now there must be silks to wear every day. How
differeni hom the thriity hard-bitten Jatni of Rohiak who, holding
oul Ler old homespun shawi, said— these are my sitks.” In mosl
districts simple tastes stifl prevai, and a Rajput official who lives
In Salkot ells wne that tnis is vne reason why his wife prefers the
lown wo e villuge, In the village it 15 olill bud form to wear
Lnight raiment, and a dress with any sparkle in 1t puts lhe wearer
alnost ou & level with the disreputable namch gil. DBuu whers
a village has come under the influence of wnue toww, fashion seus
respectable ladies wearing cloihes vuce cotifived to prostilutes.
So is it with cosmetics mn the west,  Huw deeply couservalive the
viliage is in maiters of dress, and yetl how susceptlible to change,
is shown by the experience of another official, who told me that in
1918 when lie was reacding for his B.A. he bought a pair of ordinary
black clippers. When he appearea w them i his village, he was
called to account by tne elders. ‘Soch shoes’, he was told, ‘are
worn orly by those of ill repute.” Five years later hie found one
of lus cilics weariog a pair himseli. ‘They are very comicrt-
uble ’, he said, apologelically, Comlort is tfie key to most of the
changes of the age,

Dress

¥ p. 227.
% See Peusamt, chapter viil.
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There is one part of the Punjab where woman has no comfort
at all. In the sonth-east her life is enc of almost unmitigated
drudgery. l1he Rohtak Jat’s accouni of his wife’s
daily task is typical. ° She rises at four and grinds
foroneortwohours. . . . After the grinding she heats the water
for the bath, milks the buffaloes, cleans the house and prepares
the morning meal. Arx different times during the day she spumns,
draws the warter from the well, and brings it in on her head,” In
additicn she does most kinds of field work and after cooking and
serving the evening meal, and putting the children to bed, she goes
to bed herself at ten for a six-hour night® What makes this
account so signiricant is that it is of the wile of an official, and not
all the usuat tasks are done. For instance, 4 sweeperess is employed
to ciean the byres and make the dung-cakes. Till ten years ago his
wife did ihis too and only gave it up because, as the Jat said, ‘ we
were educated and said it was not good." Tne education ol men is
women's best ally, and the army is a help too. ~Since the war
we have been trymg 1o give them less to do,” said the soldiers of
Beri, and they added. ®Some give the work of manure io the
sweeperess ; aund cotting of the thorn bushes for fuel and for
hedges has been furbidden Ly the paachayat.’” Even in so stagnant
a district as Gurgaon less tield work begins to be done. Bul in the
province as a whole there is no great c‘nmge, and north of the
Beas, where much less is expected of women,3 ihere is iitile scope
for it. Even this Iittle, hiowever, is sometimes currailed, and m
Shakpur, in the days of prosperily, ceriain colony wives would no
longer feich ilie water or take out the midday meal? In the south-
east far 100 much is expected of woman, but this is to go to the other
exireme, and though a leisured way of life may be possible lor {hose
with large acres, the experience of peasant Furgpe shows that un
sivall holdings man and ‘wite must work side by.side, 11 they are Lo
mainfain anything ap&oacnmg a modern standard of 11v1t_1g

Within the house ihe change is more marked, and 1t is mainly
due to the rise in the standard of iving and to the appearance of
the machie in the village; and in lesser degree to lie
influence of education and the tewn, In countless
houses the hiccuping o envine }m> silenced the murmur of the
grindstones at dawn, and iz any the lure of mill-made fabries
has led to the spimmmng-wheej i uemg half put aside.5 1t is a blessing

Fiald-work

Housework

. 187-8. Cf. Rustisus, 103, '
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. III.
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Whare rotten is not growi and il has to he bounght, e.g. in Mianwali
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of the slump that 1he almosi universal shortage of cash has brought
both grindstone and spinning-wheel into fuller use. In well-to-
do famihes there is a lendency on the part of the younger genera-
tion to eschew the severer iasks for the lighter, and some think
that women-in general are becoming less capable of hard work
In the old days, says an experienced Sikh Jat, a woman would be
at work from fowr to seven days aiter child-birtl, bat now she
rests for twenty. If thisis so, it is a change for the betler. A more
doubtful munovation is card-playing, wiich he has come across
amongst more or less educated women in two or three villages.
Here one may clearly discern the mfluence of the town. The
better side of all this change was noted on my first tour. I then
wrote tuac in che ceniral Funjab “inaty wowen now make not only
tiie webbing for their beds and dwiries for thewr floors, but also such
refinements as lablecioths, pilow cases, and bedspreads.® This
is all wo the good provided no essential task 1s given up and that
articles of daily use have priority over those thnat can only adorn
some state occasion, umuess it is the beautitul phulkari® Hete
the schouls have an important responsibility. .
I cowe now to a much more miportant change than any vet
mentioned, aud one that is likely to have fai-reaching consequences.
1he mother-m-law 1s no longer secare on her throne,
Daughter-in-  and, as with other ancient autocracies m the last
law end . - ;o B ,
wother-in-law tWeRLy years, her authority is challenged. The iwg
1ops ¢f her despotisiu are the joint family system
and child marriage, and they are held iogether by the absolutism
of the east. Western influence is now odifying all thice: Latge
joint families are becoming a thung of the past, ihe age of marriage
is perceptibly rising,# and respect for authority is everywhere

-

declining. Witn smaher families and older brides, there is nc longer '

the same need fur a raler whoes ward is lag, nes {on o wistress to
guide and iustiuct, Apd if, as may well happen, the hiide is
eduicated and the 1other-u-law s not. shic may feel more disposed
to give than to receive iastruction, and she will certainly not be
willing to yicld her mother-in-law the ungueshionng obedience of
the past. In the oid days, and not such very old days ercher, she
wottld not sit on a chiarpoy in her presence and, if she ventured Lo
open her mouth before her, it would be only to ask a qaestion or
dacquiesce in what was said. Bul aowadays she will argue aud
even critiaze and, as an oid Subedar Major of the north observed,

L Kewsticus, 176,

2 Cf p. tog #nd ihvd | 222,
3 Cf, 1nd., 12,

4 Ct. 1hid,, 343.
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“ she takes her mother-in-law by the ears, and her husbaud looks
on and says mothing.’ The change naturally produces tension,
and a correspondent writes that ihere are very few husbands
" who manage things so efficiently that there is no strain.’

The best way of easing or avoiding this strain, without breaking
entirely with tradition, is for a young married couple to have their
own apartments with a separate kitchen but to continue sharing
the courtyard of the house and the family life. This gives the
daughter-in-law some measure of independence and privacy, yeu
does not prevent her helping in the common tasks of the household,
Tn families with no strong {radition, education may lead to au
altogether separate establishment, but in the hive-izice village of the
Punjab it is easier to arrange for a scparate cell than a separate
house. In most families the old joint amangements contmue,
but all my informants agree that the daughter-in-law is moie
regarded than she was, She is better clothed and fed-—this is
doubtless due to the rise in the standard of living—and when
newly wed is often indulgently treated.® In family matters, too, she
begins lo be consulled. In one form or another tms change is
discernible throughout the province, except in Gurgaon and the
extreme south west, and it is certainly a change for the better.
Al the same time, it is only fair to say that the old rigorous system,
with its unceasing insistence upon duty and complcic subjection
of the individual will to the interesls of the famuly, developed
in a high degree qualities that the world will always necd—cndur-
ance, patience, loyalty, affection and a selfless devolion, Modern
educationists will he taxed to the uttermost to pui anyching as
good in their place. Actually their object should be to fuse the new
with the old, and no one who has the privilege of acyuaintance with
educated Indian ladies of the best type will doubt thai this s
possible.

Deriving from the same causes as the change just described
and in part arising from it, a new relationship is springing up

between husband and wife. In Hindu househoids,
Ei‘}:b“nd 328 child marriage and the joint family system have

combined to make the tie between motiler and
son supreme in domestic life, and its corollary is the complete
subjection of the daughter to the mother-in-law, ot the wife to the
husband, At present woman plays her part as motier, housewife,
or drudge, or as an amalgam of all three, and for a few wncertain
years she may also be regarded as desirable. As mother, sne may
be put on a pedestal by her son, but before she can reach this

1 Cf. p. 227 and Rusticus, 103.
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slate of grace, she must undergo a long novitiate as servant, house-
wife, atd farm-hand, aad in this stage she is neither regarded nor
treated as an equal; aud in the south east she has to work so
hard that she may ncver cease to be a drudge. Where, too,
she is bought and sold, she passcs for little more than an expensive
chattel or high-priced investment. Thus the village woman,
1 regard 10 man, plays every part from queen Lo slave, bul rarely
that ol cowrade and companion, Now, however, there are signs
that thisis the rale she is desuned to play in the viilage of the tuture.
I{ so, it will be the piotoundest change of afl, Family lite will
no longer revolve round mother and son, master and servant,
but round husband and wile, companion and helpmarte, bound
together by diiferent tasks bul equal les,
Two heads in counci, iwo beside the hearth,
Two 1 the tangled busmess of the world.®

While emphasizing the mmportance of the change, we must
be careiul not.4o cxaggerate its extent. Amongst the intelligentsia
of the towr, who are quick Lo respond to the influence
of European ideas, il has already gone far, but in
most villages it does not go beyond wives being treated a little more
considerately than before. Even this, however, has produced one
significant change. To guote a correspondent: ‘Wife is notl so
ruthlessly handied as before.’ By this he meani that Leatiog
had gore out of fashion. A decade or iwo ago il was comumon
throughout the province, aud o Mianwali Pailian says that in his
part of {he wold almost everyone used to beal their wives
occasionaily with whatever came haudy, from a shog to a pestle.
‘Bul this was not necessartly a sign of bad understanding;
genarally only of anger and quick temper. Things are nou very
different in Russia.  As T write, I read of a peasant woman wlio was
aftaid (hat ler son-in-law did nou love her daughier because le
uever beat er. ‘I would notl lwe,’ she said, ‘if my mau did not
beat me.* In India, beating has the sanction of so dugust a
lawgiver as Manu. He aliowed a husband ‘to strike his wlfe
with a ¢ord or a bampoo cane,’ but stipulated ¢ fhat she is not to be
stouck.  oiany noble part ”'. A conteniporay, however, thought
otherwise and said : ‘ Strike not your wife even with a flower,’
Hitherto the village hus loliowed Manu rather than the contenipor-
ary, but thatks to {he humater influences of the time it icoks as
il the contemporary would win in the end.  Stick and shoe stand
butied,” writes a Migh, and a Subedar Major, met in the Nui Bar,

‘Wifa heating

T Tennyson, The Ppnress
2 Rlla Winter, Ked Viwrtwe (1033), 96
3 ]E.Lauu‘thh ap. Cl"x 33: 37' 275



204 THE VILLAGE WOMAN

remarked with a smile: ‘Now if anything it is the other way.
Everywhere there scems to be much less beating then hefore, and
in most paris it is confined to the few. Yet, that there is still
room for improvement is shown by the poignani remark of a
Shahpur landowner: ‘Now it is only the childless wife who is
beaten.’

Childlessness is more dreaded by woman than anything else.
The story of Hannah and her * bitterness of soul’ and of (ne rival
Polygamy wife who ‘'made her [ret because the Lgrd had

shut up her womb '* might almost be an Indian tale.
One reason for the dread is the secret terror of which I have spoken,
that a husband may take a second wife.* Amongst Hindus, this
is rarely done unless the first wife is childless, and amongst Hindu
Jats there may be the further reason that a brother or near relative
has left a widow whom it is a duty to wed. Amongst Muslims,
polygamy is more [requent, but it is only in much evidence in
landlord tracts, where standards do not usualiy err on the
side of austerity. In the Punjab as a whole it could not be promin-
ent, since it is a province of small proprietors and the small pro-
prietor can rarely either accommodate or support a second wie.
The new light, too, is against it, and amongst educated men the
practice is regarded with increasing distaste, and by some as
‘ positively harmful*.3 Moreover, however comparible il may be
with the view that woman is primarily a mother, servant, or
drudge, it is quite incompatible with the view thal she is man’s
companion and equall ‘

In the village, woman is still far {rom being regarded as an
equal, but her stock is rising and amongst the more educated it
has risen almost to par. The Sikhs lead in this*
and what a middle-aged Sikh told me on my tour
is worth recalling in this connexion, In accordance with old
custom, his wife always touches his feet when he returns from work
but his daughter-in-law, who is educated, does nct louch her
husband’s feet. And there is the same subtle change 1n the genera-
tions in regard to meals. His mother would never eat oefore her
husband, however long she might have to wait; his wile waits
too, but not indefinitely ; while his daughter-in-aw will not wair
at all. A Hindu Rajput of the eastern Punjab, whose tradition
in regard to women is represented by the °four-walled purdah’,
says that a wife is now heard in all family matters and, when she

Equality

1 1 Samuel i, 6, TO,
* p. 286.

i Barda, op, ¢it., 10. Cf. Rusticus, 209 and Punjab Census Bt (1931), 177,
p. 11T
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acts, can count imore upon her husband’s support: In food and
dress she is no longer treated as an inferior, and her health and well-
being are more cared for. From the hills of the north comes
similar testimony. One of the finest old veterans in the province,
a Muslim of Rajput stock, whe can lock back over seventy years,
said to me in 1932 :* ‘ Man and wife (M7an and B1d7), each honours
die other more than whea T was young : they take counsel together,
and woman 1s 0o longer iooked down upon.’ 1n the west too, there
is change, though woman there is far freer than in the east* A
Pathan from the banks of tne Indus told me on my tour thal
Mianwah a man is no longer called zanmureei—woman's disciple—
1t he obliges hus wite. and even in Gurgaou, where change 1s least
perceptible, * youug men of the new hight now dare to laik witn then
wives in the daytitne when others are present.’

To guard against over-statement, I should perhaps add that a
Hmdu B.A. told me that, though his wife nas been thiough the
high schocl, he does not consult her often. I
have not excessive confidence in hier nuderstanding,’
he explained. He admitted, however, that he ieft all domestic
concerns to her, but ouly v save himself trouble. The Hindu
Rajpatl menlioned above stated, m further proof thal woman's
position. had mmproved, that female infanticide, lo which Hindu
Rajruots and Sikh Jais were once gready addicied, was uo longer
practised by then.’ Aad the Hiudu B.A., an Arora, gave me a
winuste jnstanee ol o siniar change in his own famiiy. Hiy
grandmother had four sons and thirieen daughters, bul alowed
only one of e thittesn to survive birth: the others were given
an overdose of opium. His mother got rid of one of her two daugh-
ters in the same way, but her husband compelied her Lo dv pertasce
for two years, This kiud of chiug Is now uuheaid of iu his parc
of the proviuce {m almost any part, mdeed) and he hunself loves
his daughters best. The case diustiaies a momentous turning pomt
w the emancipation of women.

An unmistekable sign that wives are beginning to be treated
more as companions than servants is the growing hubiv awongsc
village-uied officials of taking their wives about
with them instead of leaving ihem av bome, * {f
my wife were educated,’ sard the Kuhiak jat, ‘she would insist
on living with ine, and it would be much better.”t A Pathan of the

Tntanticide

Comradeship

* I gwe the date heaie and ebewheis, siuce ju tieunyg soual Jhausges
dates are sometimes of importanee
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3 Cf. p. 242.
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central Punjab tells me that he was the first in his village to take
his wife about with him, and he was soundly rated by his uncle
for doing so. Yet now his uncle (as in the case of the black slippers)
does the same himself. Sharing each other’s fortunes in this way,
hushand and wife become united in a new intimacy, and this
naturally leads the husband to consult his wife more freely about
their common affairs. Now almost everywhere—Gurgaon is an
exception—the wife is in general control of the internal economy
of the house and of the grain supplies set aside for family consump-
tion, and she may even have a say in the disposal of what is sold.
She does not do the shopping in the bazaar, unless she belongs to one
of the humbler castes or lives in the west, but the recurring pur-
chases of food and clothes are done at her bidding, and everywhere,
it would seem, the sale of ghi is her concern and perquisite. Where
too cotton is grown, she arranges for its picking, and some think
that the spread of cotton cultivation has helped to give her a more
responsible position. In all matters of social ceremonial, whether
it is a betrothal, a marriage, or a circumcision, she is consulted
as to who should be invited and what presents given. A Better
Living Society has little chance of success if it does not enlist the
sympathies of the members’ wives. Elsewhere I have related how
Sikh women would not agree to a smaller allowance of jewellery
unless their bibulous husbands consentied to a smaller allowance
of drink.* In short, as a correspondent from the norih puts it
the wife is now ‘ manager, cashier, and disbursing qfﬁcer ' of the
dibteon
" The housewife is seen at her best in the north—in the district
of Rawalpindi, The holdings there tond Lo be as small ag any
The frugal in the province; yet the people have achieved
housewite a definile standard of living.* Tor this soldiering is
largely responsible, but in mosl cases—there are exceptionsd—
it would not suffice without the exercise of the grealesi prudence
and frugality on the part of the housewife. One who knows
both areas well says that where the wife of the Shahpur colonist
spends 200 rupees, the Rawalpindi housewife spends’only 10o0.4
She watches over her husband's expenditure and does not let him
touch the grain once it comes into the house ; she knows exactly
how much is required to feed her household and measures out the
flour accordingly, She makes her own clothes and prolongs their

* Peasant, 253-4.
2 See ibid., 78.
¥ p. 289,

+ Cf p. 19,
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life by mending them at once and washing them befoie they get
too dirty. To prevent waste, she cooks for her guests instead
of calling in barber or bard,* as many do elsewhere. And for the
same reason her chapatis are smaller than usual. I know of a family
in the Murree hills which owns 3,000 acres yet makes all its clothes
except, as the head of it said, ‘ one two coats’ kept for visiting
‘officers ’. Far fewer would be poor if they were willing to make
the necessary effort to escape from poverty.

Marriage asstmes a new impoitance when based upon com-
panionship. We have seen that polygamy is fundamenta]ly
incompatible with this relationship, and if there is
to be only one wife, she must be chosen with care.
This is doubly necessary if she is to accompany
him everywhere and be his comrade. In the village, amongst
the young, such a thing as a love match is w known. Marriages
are invariably arranged by the parents—what else is possible with
child marriage ? and the go-between is usually the barber. A
tiny sign of the times is that some parents now take the matter
in hand themselves,* and as the age of marriage advances from
childhood to adolescence, bride and bridegroom are not quile
as docile as they were. According Lo strict custom, they may not
see each other until the day of their wedding, and even highly
educated townsmen, married since the war, have told me that they
saw their wives for the first 1ime on their wedding day. The rule
is still almost universally applied in the village, but young men are
beginning to question it, and one hears of stolen glimpses or even
furtive meetings. One young official of 22 told me in 1932 that,
despite the obstacles of purdah, he had managed to sec his betrothed
twice, He was unusual in another respect ; he had decided not to
marry until in a position to support his wife. This is a novel
attilude, and if the peasant could be induced to adopt it, it would
mean an economic change of the first importance. There is more
hope of this in the Muslim north and west, where men often do not
marry til 18 or zo, than in the east and south east, where the
Hindu tradition of early marriage still persists. The Hindu point
of view was put to me expressively by my B.A. friend of page 295,
who said : ‘ Somehow or other, I do not know how, it is dinned
_into our heads ahd gets into our blood that we must all marry ;
ofﬁermSe there would be shamie in this life and hell in the next.’
The removal of so graye a risk brooks no delay.

[
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T The Mirast cooks as well as sings.
2 Cf, p. 263.
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cer  Englishmen must naturally 161 jadge the age of ma Mriage n
endia by their owa customs, Whllch arc more suited {o urban than
) to rural ronditions, to a cold than to a warm climaze,
iﬁgr;;ggee of  To the peasant a 'wife is more essential than 1o a
factory hand,” ard in a warm country bud and blossom
come earlier than in a cold. fn southern Europe, ‘which has a
hot sun, the age of marriage for girls is below rather than above
and not so long ago 1t approxirpated to Indian conditions if we may
judge by Juliet who at the ag 2 of 13 was told to * think of marriage °,
for “ younger than you, ladies of esteem, ate made already motners. '
But those were days when little education in letters was considered
necessary for gils. New that a certain number go beyond the
Jprimary school, and some even to colege, marriage is otten deterred
by the educated, and uneducated relatives and neighbours are
influenced by thrir example, I lwve spoken eisewhere of a
tendency to defer the consummation of marriage nli well after
the age of puberty has peen reached, and in this respect much
more 1s to be hoped from education than [rom the Sarda Act, which «
makes marriage iegal for a girl under 14.4 This Act was inspired
by the highest motives and directed to a real evil, but so far 1t does
little inore than illustrawe che futility of legislation unsupported
by public opinion. In the Punjab village it counis for almost
nothing against custom, and in the town some think it more an
instrument of persecution than reform,

Seeing how much more effective education is likely io be thau
legislation, il is matter for deep regret thal not 2 per cent of the
Tduestion females of the province (5 years and over) are literate.

Even in 1933 the number of girls al school was
nardly more than 2 per cent of the female popwation as agamst
8 per cent for boys. Although the education of a girl is likely to
affect her chiidren as well ag hersel},® there is only one girl o every
five boys ar school, ana such progress as takes place ‘{is mainly.
corftred to urbau areas’/ Yat I cannot aoubt, after my last lour
and my enqmnes since, that there is now some desire m the willage,
particularly in the colomes, that girls should at seast be taught
‘o read and write, and it 15 au encouraging sign thatr, whereas the

% (1. the remerk made by a Russan peesant voman w RBed Bém& ",_,5 :
Paysants have to mayry young to have children and get on an tHe world.””
2 Act, I, Scene m, 69-71
£ Peastmt 273.
4 See p. 1&7
u;;jwb Census Bpi, 1931 : ioe corresponding pescentage Iy afales
b4 P
5’\(3\‘3.‘ R ;!shawau, 183,
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nurber of boys at school has fallen in cousequence of the siu
the nuwber of girls has increased.® With the Sikhs, educatr
is mainly a matier of schools and teachers, and many amongs,
them, as Moga shows,?® are not content with primary cducation,
A Sikh friend tells me that he recently snquired into the circurmn-
stances of ten families of middle standing and found that every
girl of school going age was at school--amongst cthem one who
was nucsing an infant, He aleo mentioned the case of a Jat Sikh,
whose three daughters have all taken theii degree, and one Ler
M.A., aud yet Le owns no more than 4o acres. In the field of
female education, the.Muslims unfortunately lag pehind. Vet
1t was in {he Musiim Sall Range Lhat 50 girls followed Lhe zailaar's
daughter to schoor when a school was opeued in thewr viilage?
aua I believe that s would happen in many ochet places if schools
were opened.and-men-of influence led the way.

The slow raté of Progress in lemale education is olticially]
ascribed * to the paucity ot qualified teachers’ and to ‘the in-
Obstasles . diiference of disirict boards . Witn a few exceptions‘

ihe latter, with middle-aged outlook, regard educas
von ‘as oniy a teans of earning a living ' and * conceitirale cheig
resources on the education of the boys’#4 This may be in keeping
with the wadilional view that son and bullock should be well led,
but 1t entirely overiooks the crymg need of the Indian village for
morz zducated women as teacuers, doclors, heaith-workers, and
co-operators ; also we fact thal it is pecomng mcreaswgly diffi-
cul fot an wasducaied girl Lo secwie an educated huasbaud. Bul,
in judging the progress of fewnale edacation, it imast not Le for-
BUMBICLBat e Years ago objection iy il was rooted and widespread,
and that what is possible now was not possible then.S Nor can a
suddetr demand be satisfied a1 once. The tmancial strmgency
is a serious obsiacle lo ihe provision of funds, eachers have 10 be
{rained, and well Liained too il precious moiey is 10t Lo be wasied,
and suitable village women must be found for the purpose. Most
ul the available teachoess aie of uiban origun., aud in uine cases out
of ten it is useless to send a town-bred to live ang work in the viilage :
she will-be homesick, her heart will not be m her work, her teachmg
wiil have an urvan bias, and she wiil be 1egarded as an alien.
Even if a suficienl nwober of yualified village {dachers could be
found, there remains the immense difficulvy of their accommodation

3 imd., b, 2 p. 108. 3 p.5).

1 b, Educ. Bpt, 13 Evea so progiesuve a distriot Loard as thal of
Rawalpindl in 1931 spent less than 5 per cent of iis expenditure (5% lakhs)
on femals education,

3 CE p. 32, and Rusticus, 13-14.
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and protection under conditions which in no way allow for women
living alone.

A partial solution of these difficultics, and onc strongly
advocated by Mr. Brayne,® would be a wide extension of co-
Co-education Cducation; . but. on my tour I found opinion unani-

mously against it after the age of puberty and much
divided about it before then.? In Mianwali, a western district
where in most villages there is hardly even the semblance of purdak,
about 2,700 girls are reading with boys or being taught under the
same 100f, but there arc few districts where there are even 1,000.3
Broadly it may be stated thal the country is not yet ripe for
co-education ; nor in Europe is it every country that believes in
it.4 At the same time, in a poor country like India with a vast
population o be educated it is eminently desirable in the primary
stage, and I am inclined to think that with persuasion many might
be brought to support it, but only in schools where the staff has
been carefully selected. In the village almost anything is possible
if the right person leads.5

The most potenl factor working in favour of education for
women is the growing desire amongst cducated men for educated
Influence of Wives. Before the war this desire was felt by few,
edugation but with the new view of marriage there has come
an important change, for no educated man wants an uncducated
companion. Nor, if he is really educated, docs he want unirained
children or a dirty house. As our Rohlak Jat says: ‘ An educated
woman will see that clothes are kept clean and the vessels spotless,
and she will give some training to her children.’ This last is badly
needed everywhere, and the eastern districls have alse much to
leatn in regard to the ordering of their houses. If the western
disiricts are better off in this respect, the women there need
education io balance their fresdom, the need for education being
always in proportion to liberly, North-west ol the Jhelum,
murders are strangely common,” and in ope way or another woman
is at the bottom of most of them. The police are hard put to it
to keep them from increasing, and in my opinion this will continue,

T Ibid., 122,

2 Cf. pp. 32, 60, 119, 195-6, and Rusticus, 154, 219.

3 In the six districts of the Ambala Division there were only 2,668 in
1033 (Pb. Educ. Rpt., 13), and in the whole province about 26,000,

4 e.g. France,

5 The Punjab Education Report for 1932-3 speaks (p, 45) of the
increasing interest which parents are taking in the education of their
daughters’, and also of girls having 1o be turned away from school  for want
of accommodation’.

6 . 188
78’1‘. ‘37.
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despite the most vigorous measures, until woman is educated.
The humanizing effect of education is unmistakable, It is mosi
evident in the great decline of wife-beating, and in a ininor way
in the falling out of fashion of a certain type of song at wedding and
fair., At a marriage in the north west, men and women used to
sing them in antiphon, but now, if sung at all, it is mostly done by
the men when no women are present; not that even in the past
there was much to shock the western ear if the few examples given
me are at all typical.?

One more effect of education musi be mentioned. TItisdevelop-
ing a new sense of the value of money. A cerlain number of women,
Thrift mostly Sikhs, have sold their jewellery and deposited
the proceeds with co-operative socicties.? A Sikh

Sardar met on my tour told me how he had bought jewellery for
Rs. 1,000 at his marriage and laler on, in agreement with his wife,
sold it for Rs. goo. Adding Rs. 100 from his savings, he deposited
Rs. 1,000 in his village bank., ‘When I bought the jewellery,’
he explained, ‘ there was no bank : when the bank came, it taught
me much.” The number of those who sell their jewellery, except
from necessity, is doubtless small, but many spend far less upon
it at marriage than was once customary, and the process had begun
before the slump. So far as it means a reduction in tolal expendi-
ture, it is an advantage, butl if, as often happens, it leads to more
being spent upon clothes, the advantage is more questionable,
since clothes wear out and jewellery lasls. As such, jewellery
has.an cmergency value, and without it the peasant could not
have tided over the lean years of the depression as well as he has.
In the canal-irrigated areas large quantities have been sold for the
~payiment of Government dues;? and for this the women of the
Pinjdb deserve the greatest credit, for most of the jewellery belongs'
..to themn; and they have willingly surrendered it to help their
husbands through a great difficulty. The important point, however,
i all this is not so much whether jewellery should be bought or
not, as that the peasantry should learn to spend their money wisely.
ThlS is the greatest and mest difficult lesson that Co-operation has
“torféach; dnd if is only in the last few years that it has begun to teach
it to women. In 1933, there were 189 societies with about 3,400
members, who have accumulated nearly 2 lakhs (£1%,000) of

I For mstance ‘ Take my spinning wheel to where thou art ploughing ' ;
and agamn . ' The bridegioom is the trunk of the phuldhi and we are the buds
of the champak. Why, O bridegroom, do you feel ashamed ? How long have
‘we stood waiting for you ?'

2 Cf. pp. 4 71, 113,

3 See pp. 30, 249.
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savings.® This is a good beginning, and development would have
been more rapid but for the lack of funds. Wherever money is
concerned, man comes first, and these 1go societies have a very
dovelike appearance against the eclephantine proportions of the
20,000 societies for men. In the field of education it is the same :
in 1933, only 29 lakhs were spent upon girls as against 2x4 on boys.?
What training and education of the right kind can achieve
with the roughest material is shown by a Pathan woman whom
I met a year ago al a missionary settlement just
across the Punjab border. Of small stature but
with a lithe active body and dark brown eyes, which
shone like spear-points, with hands too that moved with much of
India’s grace, she wore a red indiarubber cap over her nose.
Her story was this. She was married to a soldier and when the
war came, her husband went off with his regiment. One night
a tap at her door was followed by a voice which claimed to be her
hushand’s. Suspecting the tones, she took a sword and opening
the door saw that the voice had lied. Instantly she made a sign
as if there were someone behind the intruder. He locked round
and as he did so the sword fell, and a single blow sufficed. Her
neighbours buried him and there was no enquiry. Time passed
and the war continued. Another man {ried his fortune but was
set upon by her two dogs and did not come again, Then troubles
about her thickened, and one day she appeared at the scttlement
and begged to be made a Christian. She looked so unpromising
a convert that she was sent back to her village; bul she came
back again and again until her request was granted. She then
proved so untameable that she was sent to a settlemeni in the
Punjab, and finally 1o one further south still. There she was
once so angered by a missionary Lhat she seized a knife and danced
about the courtyard threatening her with death. In time ihe war
ended and her husband returned. Finding her goue, Frontier
Pathan that he was, he concluded that there could be only one reason
for her absence. He tracked her down to hor settlement and,
after the custom of his race, cut off hernose. And her only comment
was: ‘He did this because he loved me." The Russian peasant
woman who loved to be beaten by her man would sympathized
She was put into hospital to grow a new nose with skin taken from
her arm, and the process was almost complete when someone put
fear into her heart and she fled. Hence the rubber cap, which
is her solution of the problem, Now at last she is tamed, and,

A Pathan
wife

T Co-op. Soc. Rpt. (1933}, p. 9. CL pp. 79, 85.
3 Pb. Educ. Rpt, op, cit,, 1:: P

3 p. 203,
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her husband being dead, she makes her living by selling pyjama
cords. At one time she got onc rupee for eight, but now, since
the slump, she gets one for 40. These she can make in a day,
but her net profit is only 6 to 8 annas, On this she supports herself,
her boy, a servant, and his two dependents. I could hardly have
believed this possible bul for the remark made aboul the firework
vendor on p. 250. To sell her cords she must be continually
on the move, and she is known to all as ‘ the pyjama-cord mother’
(narawali mai) ; and so well known is she that a certain political
organization once offered her Rs. 100 a month to propagate their
subversive ideas amongst village women, but in vain.*

This Pathani lived across the Punjab border, but there are
plenty of her type within. We have only {o recall the Salt Range
and some of the tales told in Chapter III. There
the opinion was expressed that the education of
women was the best means of freeing the tract from the curse of
the vendetta* and its brutal deeds of vengeance. But the educa-
tion must be something more than the idle repetition of text-
book knowledge. What tamed the Pathani was the loving-
kindness of those who taught and trained her and the mysterious
power that shines through all genuine religion, whatever its form
and name. Without religion, said an Austrian peasant woman
o me last year, our children would be lilee the wild beasts (wie die
wilden). Without it, too, the old joint family system could notl have
produced its remarkable type of womanhood, nor the village its
standard of morality. The new cducation, therefore, will lack
a vital element if il is entirely secular; and for this purpose it is
advisable that the school should not displace the home.

.1 have _mentjoned the standard of village moralily. What is
this standard ? it may be asked. ~This is a most difficult question
T to answer in terms of a province, especially for one
l’cl,lr"fﬁety not born and bred init. Some answer must, however,
be attempted, as the question touches a vital point

in village life. T have had occasion more than once to praise the
west of the Punjab at the expense of the east’ but this time it
must be the other way round. In the west standards are definitely
. Jower, and the chief reason for this appears to be the greater freedom
enjoyed by woman there. The climate, too, is exceptionally
hot and dry—the rainfall is everywhere less than 1o inches—and
with a virile people this makes for hot blood. But it is only in

1 T ogwe this story and my mecting with the Pathani to Miss Robertson
and the Misses Ashby, who are doing stmking missionary work of the most

practical kund at Haripur in Hazéra.
2

P- 47.
3 CI. Rusticus, 344.

Religion
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parts of the south-wesl ihat therc scems to be any gencral laxity,
and these arc aicas whare the landlord is atf Lis worst and the people
have peen demoralized by their poverty.* In both east and west,
woman is protected by the powerful shield of religion and a strong
village public opinion ; but in the east she hae the further protec-
tion of purdeh or hard work. The importance of work was
emphasized on my first tour,* and it is significant Lhat standards
appear to be highest of all in the south-easi, where women work
harder than anywhere eise. They are also high along the hills
where ' four-walled purdah ’ 1s common, and m both tracts they are
probably as high as in any couniry in Europe. In the central
Punjab the great shortage of women3 is a diftculty and leads to
consiGerabie wafficking in women, and occasionally amongst
Sikhs to polyandry.* But on the whole a tolerably good standard
appears to be maintained, and it is according to many of my
informants higher than that which prevails in the town.
The village in this respect has two advaniages over the town.
Its life 1s miore public, and its public opinion more effective. A
frjend relates how in his youth he saw nis grandfather, who ruled
the village, give a young Pathan a severe shoe-beating in public
., fo1 paying too much aitention w a Brahmin girl. In the south-east
public opinion can stli make itself felt through the-panchayat,
and { am intcrmed that il a Meo continues an intrigne after being
wained and 1s then murdered, no one will give evidence against
the murderers ‘ though every man, woman, and child knows them.’
Old-fashioned methods are sometimes the besi way of dealing
with primniuive passions, but with every decade they become more
difficult to apply. Meanwhile ihe emancipation of woman has
begun, and if {be old standards are fo be maintained under freer
~condrtions, she will require a new shield, forged of the aes triples—
the triple brass—of cducation, work, and religions |
Morality and married happiness are closely connected, and most
couples would appear to live happily together. Only intelligent
. guessing is possible, bur a Sikh Jat who knows the
ﬁf:;;f;gsg central Punjab exceptionally well estimates that
60 per cent are reasonably happy and not more than
T0 per cent at serious loggerheads, Ewven in the lawless Manjha,
wives are said to be well looked after and most couples to live

* Cf. Peasax!, 113,

2 Rusticus, 103,

3 In December 193z males numbered 13-18 millions, and females
1Y millions (Health Adman, Bpi., 1ujz2, 4).

* Poasant, 52 and Rusticus, 7, 37, 40, 209,

5 It is to the credit of the Punjab village that it knows very little of
unnatural vice.
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contentedly together.! Hardly anyone consulted puts the per-
centage of definitely unhappy marriages higher than 15, except
for the laxer tracts. For them estimates run up to 20 or 25 per
cent, The percentage of contented couples would scem 1o be
highest in the south-east, and our Rohtak Jat's explanation of this
is sigmficant : ‘The greatest reason why men and women live
happily together in Rohtak is that they look upon themselves as
the slaves of their husbands and think it their duty to do their
‘bidding in everything.”* This is perhaps to secure content-
ment at too great a price, and it is certainly opposed to the new
idea of marriage. If those who come under the infiuence of the latter
achieve an equal degree of harmony, there will be gain, for it will
be on a higher level of happiness. But domestic harmony is more
easily secured when one partner has to submit to the other than
when each claims to speak with equal weight and act with equal
freedom. Here again the educationist has a great responsibility,
and already (says the Sikh Jat) there are signs amongst the educated
of tension and more frequent quarrels owing to educated girls
having less disciplined minds and more expensive tastes; and he
adds: ‘One could hardly expect beiter results where school
supersedes the home, as is inevitable in the hostel school, where,
as often happens, the teachers are ill-educated and low bred.
What may be achieved where women of personality are in charge
we saw both at Asrapm? and at Moga,* and it is this type of woman,
intelligent, capable, devoted, that the Punjab, indeed all India,
needs as much as anything else. Some countries have been saved
by their men, but India must be saved by her women,

One of the evils from which north-east India requires to be
saved is the four-walled purdah, of which I spoke a little way back.
I referred to it repeatedly on my frst tour® and
touched upon it again in my second.” I can therefore
deal with il briefly herc. What il means may be
shown by a single llustration. The Rani's fammily in Trousers of
Tajffeta lived in a house with a tower, which commanded one of those
superb views that the Punjab offers to those who live in sight of the
Himalayas. But neither she nor her daughters-in-law had ever
" thought of asking for the impossible permission to go up there,

Purdah and
the burqas

% p. 187,

3 p. 78.

4 p. 100.

5 A white cotton cloal with a hood worn by Muslim ladies to conceal
them from head to foot: the hood has eye-holes.

6 Rusticus, 349-50.

7 pp. 110, 1958



306 THE VILLAGE WOMAN

even veiled,” fosee it T  The true Rajput, whether Hindu or Muslim,
practises this formn of purdah everywlere, and many who claim
Rajput origin. Otherwise, it is confined to the higher Muslim
tribes—Seyyed, Moghul, and Pathan—and to men of any caste
who think purdah essential {o their positior  Fortunately, as with
polygamy, only men of substance can afford the necessary accom-
modation and service. On the small hoiding, it soon comes into
conflict with the economics of the family farm. In Ferozepore,
we came upon a village of Araing who were doing their best to
observe it, but they were like men who had lost an arm.>  Accord-
ingly, once the hills are out of sight and the Rajput country left
pehind, it is little met with in ordinary village life. Amongst
Rajpurs, 100, it is weakening., 1t may not be literally true what
a Rajput official writes that ‘ now all think of doing away with it ’,
but it is certainly the case that iadies who never left their houses
except in cioscly curtained palanquins now visit each other on
foot concealed in burqa or shawl and accompany their husbands
on short evening strolls, On the other hand, a Muslim Rajput
official, who lives in Hoshiarpar, told me on my tour that the ladies
of his household were criticized for going out at dusk to see a house
he was bulding on nis land near the village, and a year later an
educated Jai met in Gujiat declared that ‘if woman is io run
no risk of loss ot honout, she is best kept in purdah’. The strength
of the new current may, therefore, easily be exaggerated.

Apart from Kajputs, the four-walled system is almosl entirely
a Muslim insciution, ang in their ignorance many defend it on
religious grounds, According w iady Abdul Qadir it goes ‘far
peyond any thing enjoined by Isiam ', and it is not even * sanctioned
by the practice of other Islamic counwuies’s In the Punjab it
derwves its hold less trom religion than custom, for custom hag
wedded it in the popular mmd to position ang izzat, and few things
are dearer to a man than nis 1zzat.t 1t happens, therefore, that
while here and there chinks and cracks are beginning to appear
m the four walls of ihe Rajput zenana, new walls are going up in
many Musitm villages to mark some fresniy acquired position or
wealth. In a Muslim village only five miies from Lahore, vigited
in 1930, it was said that smce ihe war over 50 families had gone
imo purdah—all apparently to increase their izzat. About the
same time a case occurred in my own compound. The waterman

I Op. at,, 266-7.
? See p. 1io.

3 Prgsidentiol Address, A1Indin Womeo's Educational Conference,
1931, 6.

4 Ct. p. 50,
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was promoted to the not very highly paid post of under-butler,
and at once a screen of old matting began going up round his
modest quarters. As waterman he had beaten his wife without
shame almost in public, but as under-butler he would allow no one
to see her!

It may be said that in the village, amongst Muslims,® any
general rise in the standard of living leads to an increase in purdah.
The Murree hills are a good example of this, and there 1he process
has not been arvested by the slump, as the chief source of revenune
is soldiering, and with an appreciated rupee the soldier does better
than ever. In his youth, says the veteran mentioned on p. 295,
the women would take out the midday mecal, cut the grass, and
help to reap the maize. But now amongst good families they stay
at home, and if they have to go beyond the limits of the village
they wear the burqa, a garment which in the old days was never
seen. ‘It is better so,” said the old soldier. ° There is cleanliness
in the house; the children are better cared for, and needlework
is done instead of cutting grass. There is modesty too. Before,
anyone could see them, but now, only those of their own village.
Before, we did not know the world, but we served in the army and
saw other countries. Now we have civilization." I asked whether
purdah was really civilization. ‘ Without doubt it is, and it is
what the holy Koran orders.”?

That housework should be substituted for fieldwork is an
advantage when the fieldwork is excessive or when it can be dis-
pensed with without impoverishment, and there may be no great
harm if purdah goes no further than wearing a burqa beyond the
limits of the village. But in its stricter forms it has little to recom-
mend it. T have already described its baneful effect upon health.3
Where no grinding is done, and few ladies are as sensible as those
described on p. 197, the only possible exercise is kneading,
ginning, and spinning, and this is not enough to keep women fit,
as is shown by the case of lhe lady who nearly lost the use of her
legs,4 and even the Rajputs we met in Rohtak admitted that their
women were growing weaker.5 Such a life leads to a demand for
purgatives, where (as a sensible health worker found) a skipping
rope would be equally effective, There is a further difficulty.
An ordinary village woman can scek the fields for her necessary
occasions at any time of day, but a woman in purdah must wait

* Thesame p1ocess is apparently at work amongst Hindu Jais in the south
casl, if there are Rajputs in the neighbourhood.

2 Ag to what Islam enjoins, see Rusticus, 254, 268,

3 p. 197.

4 p. 197.

5 pp. 196-7.
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till dusk, unless a sweeperess is employed, and north and west of
the Chenab this is difficult. If purdah has a bad ellect upon the
body, it seems also 1o have an unwholesome effecl upon the mind.
By concentrating it upon a few interests, not always the healthiest,
it tends lo make it ‘ peevish, irritable, and suspicious’, and develops
what may almost be called a purdah psychology. If only on this
account, it seems of doubtful wisdom to carry on the education
of village girls, as is commonly done at present, under purdal
conditions. These conditions are foreign to the ordinary village
girl, and many girls become acquainted with them for the firs{ tunc
when they go to school. An official tells me that this happened (o
his danghter, and that as long as she was at a purdan school she
wanted to go into purdah, and it was only when she found herseif
in the freer conditions of a high school that she changed her ming.?

Human personality has such native vigour that the worst
conditions will not stifle it. Even in the four-walled purdai
remarkable women are found. One such has just died m Jhelurn.
Left a widow in 1904, till her death she managed half the famly
estate, which covered several thousand acres. She nad no son,
and would allow her son-in-law no say in the management, Fart
of the land she leased and part she farmed herself. She collected
all her rents, was prompt with her land revenue paymenis, and
never took a ienant to court. Her tenants feared her and would
not drcam of stealing even a handful of grain before division.
She managed them through their wives, to whom she was always
accessible for advice and assistance, and she endeared herself
to their children by timely presents of sweets. I suspect ihan
India has many such women.3

In the village real purdah is confined 1o the jigher castes and
the gentry, or to those who would pass as such. Ihere is hesides

. a much milder form which obtains m the eastern
:g’é";ﬁ:’g:ﬁ Punjab and is as characteristic of Hindu and Sikh

as the other is of the Muslim. With his Hindu

traditions? the Muslm practises it too, but in the Muslim west (and
also in the Salt Range) it is not practlsed at gli. It is iypIﬁeu
by the ghund or veil, which in cértain ' circumstances is drawn
~a¥dss the face, and may be called semi-purdah. The rigour of
full purdah derives from the terrors of past invasions, but the more
human veil owes its origin to the rules and restrictions of the joint
3 fémilysystemﬁ These required {hat a weoman should veil hexseif
1 p. 266 n 2,
2 Cf. p.
3 1 owe the facts of this paragraph to Mr. J. C. W. Eustace, LS.

4 CL pp. 8 74
5 See p. 285
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in the preserce of an clder, superior, or siranger. They also forbade
all istcrcourse beoween a daughter-in-law and a father-in-law
aud even between a wile and her husband’s elder brother. A
Sikh Jat relates how one night his sister’s father-in-law arrived
at her house unexpectzdly when her hucband was away and afier
all the servants had gone to bed. Not a word was exchanged
bLetween them, and he could o more ask her for food than she could
offer it . so he went supperless to bed. A reductho ad absurdum,
but Hmdu custom has never been afraid of th4t. The story
Jhowever, belongs to an age that is passing, and now many daughters-
‘in-law move about unveiled m the presence of thewr fathers-in-law.
Clothes, too, begin to be designed more for comfort than conceal-
went, Close-iilring sleeves take the place of loose. The volumin-
vus ghaggra skt is mu longer always worn over che pyjama
trousers, and even the vell is undergoiug a subtle change. Once
so ihick trat nothmmg could Dbe seen tiuough ii, and so full that it
coula enveop the whole head, it 1s becoming semi-uansparent
and, i it is long enough to be drawn across the face, it is sufficient.

Whete few are educaied and the sun is hot, there 1s much to
pe said for the veil, and village women will perhaps be wise no {o
let it Lecome too {ransparent, For the iovi-walled pucdal all
that can be said is that it is a poweriul siiicld, bui 1t is one that is
iable to crusl: the bearer by its weight. It isdangeious to prophesy,
but iv would seemn ag if it were doomed. The trend ot the times
and of Istam ouatside Tudia is ugamsc it, Ten years ago, mn Central
Aslan cilies like Tasiken{ and Suvarcand, it was difficnn 10 see
a woman’s face. Now, il 1s said, one inust searcht thewn  wiils
candles ’ to find 2 woman in a veld! Even m Labore, Muslim
tadies of position have begun to appea: in puklic, whiie winougst
educated Hindus and Sikis hardly a vestige ol purdah remains.

There is one thing thal ihe Vl]lctge woman of the fuiure is
leely to deshe even more thau freeduui—a Iuguer slandard of
lI.VJIlg WlLLl modern. tesourwes ihere Is no reason
why this siwuld uot be aclueved oun a wide scale,
provided prices rise ; bur it wild bz most difficult to maiutlam ii,
if bih is nol in suine measure controlied. When prosperity was
at its heighy and the standacd of living was nising ail over the pro-
vince, 1 wrote that ‘in this counliy every mnacecial blessing was
ultimately neatralized by an increase in population’,*and I veuiwed
the prophecy that the canal colony distiwls would ' eventually

3

become as indebted as any other part of the province’.d The lasi

Birth control

I Wigksteed, op eif | 772
2 Peasent (1st dn.), 286,
3 Ibid., 253-
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len years have brought this prophecy very near to fulfilment. In
the derade endirg x93z, the population of Lyallpur increased by
18 per wewl” and in g years (ending rg33) its mortgage debt rose
by 240 lakhs,* and with the fall in prices it has had to make drastic
changes in its slandard of livirg  What is true of Lyallpur is true,
in some degree, of every part of the province that was once pros-
pergus, In ten vears{rg21-31)the population of the Punjab increased
by 14 per cent,3 and it 1s still increasing at the rate of aver 300,000
a year.t Thougn tne canals have brough{ more land under coltiva-
tion and in some parts cuwivalion is becoming more mtense,
production is not keeping pace with the increase ;3 nor is industry
capable of absorbing 1t

The situation affects the town as well as the viilage, and 1t 1s
peing met there, as 1 Europe, by the adoption of birih control.
On my first tour I noled that this had begun 1o be discussed ‘in
town and market 'S and since then it has passed with many froin
Jiscussion to pracuce, It would have spread even faster were
more women educated, for what is possible with an educated, is
difficult with an uneducated woman. A Sikh tells me wnat when he
married, his wife was Darely literate and nothing was possible ;
put since she matriculated, the position 1s different, and now after
eighit years he has only two children, whereas lus brother, whose
wife 1s uneducacew, nas ten. A Hindu, whose wife 100 1s uneducated,
savs that when lie found himself with three children and without
a job he tried 1o persnade her 1o adopr certain measuies, but she
did not find them ‘ conventent ' and was oo uneducatea to under-
stand their importance. They theiefore keep much apai, wuich
1 wt easy tor young people, On the other hand, his younge:
brodher—he hunself 1s only 33—has followed uature and has eight
chidien.

These few examples are typical of tne educated lownsman,
and the well educated village-bred official is also beginning to be
affected, an mstance of which I have given on p, 213. The
peasant attitude 1s much more primitive and was poeticiily
expressed by the Rohtak jatm on p. 193. ‘Mother earth’
she said, ‘is not satisfied with the amount of rain, nor is mother
woman with the number of her children.' 1 doubt whether there
13 any parc of India of which this is not typical. A year ago [

~ % Peasant (3rd ean.), 1925, 274.
? Land Revenue Admwn. Rpt. (Statement XXUV), 1331

3 Prom 20-68 to 2328 mallions,
4 Health Admwm Rpt, (Pumjab, 1932), 3.

> 1u the last census decade the total area under yhe plough increased
py ~oly 4d per rent (Frayab Consus Rpb, p. 31), aee alse dgrisl. Xt
(Puriab, 1032-3), I.

5 Rustrcus, 209.
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asked the wile of a headman in Central India how many children
a woman snould have. Spreading out a fold of her dress, she
replied :  As many as God will put into our lap.’ And two years
éarlier the woman of Sialkot had said the same. But amongst
them was one, a Minstrel’s wife, who thought four sufficient.
The Sergeant’s wife in Gurdaspur went further and was mn favour
ot only iwo, while her daughter, remembering perhaps recent pains,
said one was enough.* This 1s a new voice in Indian village life,
aid it Is inspired by iwo feelings. The fitst is profoundly human .
there comes a poinl when woman [eels she can bear no moe.
“1 have borne hitn 14 children,” said the servaut’s wile meutioned
on p. 212 : "I cannot bear hun another.” Doubtless women have
felt this trom the begimmng of time, ana if this feeling begins to
find expression now, it is parily because a long spell of peace has
wade wne tiines more hutnaus. The sewoud iecling 15 culbery
modern,  * If (said the Minswrel's wife) theic are more than fou:.
we cannot give ther pioper care . they can't get shui and shoes,
and they run about naked,’

Elsewhere 1 hava said that sooner or laler the guestion of
birth coniro: weuld have to be faced in ihe villaged In my judge-
me the time has wow comme.  The fall in prices has lowered e
standard of living and doubied the burden of debt.t Aad this
comades with the addition, w ten years, ol 34,000,000 W Ludia’s
population. Even if prices rise, no standard of living could long
hold its own against such a swarming of new lives. And there is
much moie at stake than the standard or living. It is estimated
Wlal every year about 20u,000 mothers die in chid-birth, Is it
supiisiug that in these humaner {imes the new vojce begins to be
heard ? Lveu belote the slump, peasants in the ceuiral Punjab
were resorting here and there to midwife and doctor for help ;5
and now one who knows the country between the Beas and the
Sutlej wel, writes that “even the ignorunt and the illiterate have
vegun to realize the necessity fol sowe soul of ciieck *. Moreuver,
tire chechs that 2o or 30 years ago used to be applied in good Hindu
families me now less in use.  [n those days, yotng couples had {o
work hard by day and were not allowed separate rooms at might ;
ana they were forbiaden stimulating food such as onions and garhe,
and partook sparingly of ineal and fish, and rarvely ox anylhing
flavoured with spices. Witk the wedkening of the joiul family
system, these restrictions are difficuit to eufurce, And another

T p. 257

z p. 235,

3 Deasari, 273.

4 Iind., 17.

5 See p. 212, and finskious, 390
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point may bhe urged. Now thai the town 1s becoming increasingly
familiar with birth control, it is ounly a matter of time before the
knowedge percolates throogh lo tuc village—everywhere the lorry
is bringing them closer together—and when such knowledge comes,
the peasant should not be lefi without adviec. Otherwise he is
likely to resort increasingly to midwife and quack. Herc a lesson
may perhaps be learni from Russia. T[here, too, a vast peasani
population is mcreasing fast—in 1930 theie were 20,000,000 more
than in 1924°—and apparently women ' no longer want to bear as
many chiidren as m the old days’* But they are not being lefl
without guidance, ‘Medical commissions’ on their rounds
discuss the matter with them, information 15 reely given at ‘all
clinics and consultation centres ', and abortion is legalized.3 This
brings me to my one and only iecommendaiion. The whole
question, which is primarily one for the medical expert, should be
carefuliy considered by a small committee of experienced doctors,
some of wnom should be women, and a policy formulated ; so that
those who are working for the improvement of village life and who
care for the wellare of the village woman may know what advice
to give ile peasant on ihis most dificujt and vital question.
At present all is darkness.

™a Tem years ago, in ending The Punjad Peasant, I spoke of ‘ the
dawn of selt-consctousness ' m the village. I was then speaking of
men. i is now almost tone to speak of it amongst
women. The changes we have skeiched are due to
three main {actors—the tise in the standard of living, the spread of
education, which affects many more than those who actually receive
it, and the general trend of the times since the war., Most of them
are due to the combination of two o1 more of these factors, and
their extent in any part of the province—ahere is much variation—
is in ratio to toe strength of each tactor operating there. Much the
most important change 1s tne re-orientation of family life to the
relation between husband and wife wstead of to that between
mother and son. This is a tendency only, and often not very
perceptible, but everywhere the power of the mother-inlaw is
shaken, and in educated househoids, especiaily amongst the Sikhs,
Thete i arismg in its place a closer and more cqual tie between

funanasy

= The Economst \Russsan Supplement), 1 Nov 193 On 1 Aprd 1930,
the total population was 58 majhczs,

z Tt - 344

3 Winter, Red Virtue, 142-3.

+ How wital I have tued to show in Feqoanr, 17, 272-3. Cf, also the
following f~am A. L, Bowley and T, ¥ Rohertson's Scheine for an Economic
Census of India (1934), 61: ‘There are good reasons for regarding the problem
of population as the gravest of India’s problems.’
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husband and wife. If setlled government continues, this is likely
to be the most far-reaching effect of British rule. With the new
orientation, inegualities between the sexes are less marked, wives
are hetter treated in the matier of food and dress and more freely
consulted in household affairs, and education is no longer regarded
as superfluous for girls. This in ils turn is leading lo somewhat
later marriages and to a more careful choice of bride or bridegroom.
Polygamy, too, is viewed with growing disfavour, and amongst
those who have practiscd it for generations the four-walled purdah
is weakening. So, 1oo, is the system of semi-purdah, which is
common amongst Hindus and Sikhs. On the other hand, amongst
those who have risen on the tide of prosperity or fortune therc are
many, chiefly Muslims, who have marked their new position by
putting their wives into purdah, On the whole, village morals
are sound, and the general level of domestic happiness is high.
Both, however, are threatened by the relaxing of various restraints,
and it is important therefore that the education given Lo girls should
not be of an entirely secular character, and that the school should
not be allowed to supersede the home. Within the home, the
greatest need is the more careful training of children in infancy
and childhood, but this is difficult with constant childbearing, and
impossible where field work is as heavy as it 1s in Lhe south-east.
There is some slight indication that the latter is not quite as severe
as it was, and here and there there is the budding of a desire for
{ewer children. In a primitive agricultural country, where settled
government prevails and people no longer die of famine, and disease
is more and more systematically fought, population tends 1o increase
so fast that no modern standard of living can long be maintained
without some form of birlh control. The last ten years suggest
that this is likely to be true of the Punjab. It is iime, therefore,
that the whole question of control should be carefully considered
by experts and a policy formulated.

Enough has been said to show that there are the stirrings
of a new life in the village homne. As the women of Sialkot remarked :
‘ There is greal change ;. a new wind blows.™

P25



CuapTER XVI
RECAPITULATION AND RECONSTRUCTION

IN this concluding chapter some recapitulation is necessary, if only
because the facts of the journal relate to three years ago and the
enquiries begun then have been continucd since.” On certain
questions, for example those relating to panchayats,? hearding,? and
poultry,4—to name three very different subjects—my opinion has
already been stated and I have nothing fresh to add. But others
require a few pages of discussion and summary, and the thread that
runs through them is their bearing upon the vital question of
reconstruction. I propose first of all to consider the fall in prices
since, for the time being al least, it represents the frame to which
any picture of the future must be fitted.

The Fall wn Prices

The main features of the fall in prices are now ozly toc well
known. To quote a report of the FEconomic Commitise of (ke
League of Nations, in 1930 ‘a fall, sometimes
?eneml catastrophic, spread with exi{reme violence to almost
eatures . .
all agricultural produce. It was so rapid that at the
end of the year [when my tour began], whilst some products reached
the pre-war level of prices, others fell as low as one-quarter o1 one-
half below the 1913 level’S The cultivator was the first {0 suffer
and has since suffered more than anyone else. For some time, while
receiving much Jess for what he sold, he had to go on paying the old
or glightly reduced prices for his purchases. Aud even when they
fell, they fell less than agricultural prices,® This is refected in Incia’s
trade returns, which show that her exports, * which are mainly

T When I was Commissioner of Rawalpind: (July 1931 to March 1933),
nearly goo officials and non-officials called npon me, and many of tnem gave
me useful information, not only about the Rawalpindi Division (six disircts)
but also about the canal colomes outside it, where many had land

2 p.14z,

3 p.152,

4+ pp, 179-80.

5 The Agricultural Crisis (1031), i, 22,

6 The greatest decline m price has been  in purely agricultural products’
(The Econamist, 14 October 1933).
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raw materials, have tallen out of all proportion to her imports, which
are mawmly manufactured goods.’* In the Punjab the fall 15 best
gauged by its effect upon cotton and wheat, the two chief money
crops of the province. In 1929, the wholesale price of wheat in
Lahore averaged Rs. 5-3-5 per manund, but by the end of 1930 it had
fallen to less than Rs. 2.* The same year the price of cotlon also
fell over 50 per cent, and ueithet has recovered much since. * The
eftects of this have been felt everywhere though in very varying
degree. Jpon the canal colonies, which are the great exporting
centres of the province, they have been shatieiing, and for a1eason
chiar will appem shortly, they have beeu severe iu all canal-hirigated
tracts. But in Rawalpindi and Kangra, where holdings are so small
tiat agricultuie is almost a subsidiary indastiy, they liave been veiry
lightly felt, and in certain areas, such as the Salt Range and the
Murree Hills, where there is a steady inflow of cash irom military
service and grain has 1o be umported for food, the 1ail has prougin
benefit rather than disaster.d  Even jullundar has oot beeu very
hatd hit, for its farming is still mainly for subsistence, and in the past
emngrants from Lhe district have 1einitied o1 brought back lacge
sums, a considerable part of which a Lhrity peasantry has invested
or placed on deposit.4 But these cascs are exceptional, and of Lne
psoviuce as o whole 1t may faity be said thau the fall in prices nas
desttoyed its prospetily a3 suddeuly as the saud swrm of 1928
destroycd its wheat.

The resalting buiden would liave been intolerable Dul {or
the fact that large payments are still made m kind and service.
Sandiord and Forty or fifly years ago the zemindar or peasant
om0 proprietor might lave been deined as one wiw

pioduced as Miuch as pussible of what ue needed
Lumselt and obrained everything else by barter. In those days cash
was naidly seen 1a the village, aud cven now there 15 piobabiy no
district where more than 75 per cent of village dealings are in cash,
and in some tne proportion is less than 25 percent.5 In the past
many western pundits have urged uie sapenority of amnoney econorny
over one based on service and kind, buc fortunately the Punjab
peasant has been slow to give up ancient usage, and when the shump
came, aucient usuge proved .nuch mote adapuable than modein.

T L. . Jain, ‘keonomic Depression in India’, Indien Jowrnat of
bconowice, jaivary 1933, 348

2 Pubdlie Health Adwenr, Bt {Punjab 1920) 1, 20d p. 2 supia

3 In 1g9j2-3 the percentage of recover.es by co-operative societies was
highest in Kangra (Co-op. Soc. Rpt. (1932-3), 26). :

+ In 1930-1 and 1931-2 Jullundur recerved 50 lakhs from outside.
5 Seep. 17. .
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{Dhis Tiss been most conspicuous in the matter of rents. In the
United Provinces rents are mostly in cash and had to be reduced by
4 crores (£3 millions),” and it was only after great sirain and {riction
that the adjustment could be made. | In the Punjab, on the other
hand—the south-east is a partial exéeption®—rents are nearly all
in kind#md adjusted themselves automatically to the [all in price.t
This operated on so large a scale—there are over 2 million tenants i
the provinceS—that the landiords who receive their rents in cash
found themselves obliged aimost at once, by sneer force of example,
to reduce or remit their dues. Owners who before the slump haa
let their colony squares at Rs. 20 an acre or more had not the face
to insist upon payment in full when ail round them rents in kind
were fallmg. The very first day of my tour 1 found this influence at
work, and as the tour proceeded, its effect became more and more
marked. From 1he start, taerefore, the landiord has shared to the
full in the burden of the fali, some instances of which are given m
the journal® Buz the landlord’s shoulders are stronger than those
of the peasant, and how weak the peasant who owns oniy one plough

has become is shown on pp. 252-54.7 .
It is not only reats that are paid m kind] We saw in
Chapter XIV® that tne wages of the agricultural Yabourer and the
services of tne village servant were also largely paid

Zet?nindaryl in this way, and le efiect upon cash wages and pay-
Artsan ant P " 5 < o
Sorvamt ments has been the same as upon cash renis. By

increasing the purchasing power of the rupee, the fall
in agricultural prices had the immediate effeci of increasing all real
wages paid in cash. At the same {1me 1t reduced the income of 1thosa
who received their wages in kind, since some part ot whai they
received had to be soid to meet miscellaneous purchases. It
happened, therefore, that the income of the weaver, wno is commonly
paid in cash, rose. while that of the blacksmith, who is paid in kind
and who might be Living next door, fell. In the town, where few
know their neighbours, the inequity of this might long have passed

> UJ.P. Land Revenue Admin. RELs,

2 Trovaslis The Puwgab of To-day, I, 218

3 For instance, in the Upper Jhelum Colony orly 8 per cent of the rents
ure m. cash (Gwrat Settlement Rpt., 1930).

4 CL p. 1.

3 Pusijab Cemsus Rpi. (2931}, 223.

6 Cf. p. 169, The Sikh landowner mentioned on p. 104 informs me that
his income, which from: 1916 to 1028 had always excesded Rs. 7000, Jell in
1931 to Rs, 452, (In 1931 it recovered Lo Rs. 1o40.) The fall in prices has
I?d to aﬁgcneral abandonment of cash rents, as tenaats won't pay them ;
of. p 106,

7 Cf. also pp. 349-50.

& p. 266
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unnoticed, Lut 1 the village it became manifest at once. Before
the end of ty30 landowner, artisan, and servani were gelling
{ogether o discuss ieductlion, and before the end of my tour I
had come across carpenters, masons, and agriculiural labourers who
had agreed to a 25 per cent cut, butchers and milk vendors whao had
reduced their prices correspondingly,’ mullahs wio were performing
martiages for only Rs. 1-4—" as it used to be when 1 had no beard,’
commented an old peasani—and even pirs who were glad 10 accep.
from their discipics & or r2 annas wmnstead of the customary rupee.?
Tailors, in some places, refused to make a change on tle plea that
they liad 1o pay as much as ever for their sewing machines, and here
and there weavers objected to reduclion on the just ground chat they
had been underpaid in the past.5 Broadly, however, 1t may be said
that, aswith lanalora and tenant, the adjustments between zemindar,
artisan and servant, were promptly and amicably made, All of
wnich shows that, in the village at least, there is more to be said
than is commonly supposed tor medieval methods of business, and
ior a system of exchange directly based upon commodities and
service instead of wpon money, over which the world has lost control,
The two most dimcuit adjustments have been those belween
debtor and creaitor, and beiwween landowner and Government ; in
. poth cases because payments have {0 be made m cash
Eﬁ%&g;r‘"‘m o1 in terms of cash, A hundred years ago, coaid a
o ciisis of this kind have arwsen, adjustnent would have
beew easy, for everyrhing was then on a gram basis ; and fifuy yoars
ago ic would nol have been dilficule as between debtor and creditor,
for most dealings were sull in kind and entered in the accoums
accordingly.4  But now, whatever fonn ihey take, and since tne
slamp repayments i mnd have snuch increased, 1t 1s oniy in a very_
few areas that they aie nol debited and crccuwl in cest.’, , The
effect of {his has been 1oughly to double e burden of agricuiturdl
debt, ‘Where, for instance, in 1929 a peasauc could have cleared his_
debi by selling 100 maunds of produce, he must now sell 200 or
more. [he only exception to this is the mterest paid upon the
usufrucluary morigage. As explamed on page 104, the 7all in
prices had the effect of haiving ihe raie of mterest on Thig 1y Lype 0 ol
mortgage, and as anout half the propristors debt of the province

* From 8 to 6 annas a seer i1 the case of iceat, and from 3¢ to 2% arnas
a seer 1 the case of oulk.

z Cf, p. 106,

3 Cf. pp. 106, 264,
4+ Peasant, 198,

5 See p. 148,



8 RECADPITULATION AND RECONSTRUCTION

#ac held in this way in 1930"—it does not apply 1o mortgages made
ssince—the xelier is considerable.
Although the money-lender has adopted more modern methods
of accounting, fortunately he remains at heart a medievalist. On
my tour I tock every copportunity of discussing the
situation with him, and three of the discussions have
been DLiiefiy recorded.* These show ms genetal attitude since the
fail in prices, His policy is to snatch at any recovery, however
small, and {or the rest of his dues to wail patienily till prices rise.
Nothing that the peasant ofiers is refused, and the most il-favoured
cattle are iaken at e highest possible valuation. If a debior has
little to give and lus bond is aboul 1o expire, every effort is made
to persuade him to renew it. and the hook is usually baited with a
substaniial reduction of interest. In oue area money-lenders were
vbiiged by the collective action of the villuge temporarily to dis-
continte o1 reduce inzerest charges on old debts and vo refer disputes
to the village panchayal Even m nounal tumes they are most
reluctant to take their clients to court, knowing well how tédions,
expensive, and unceridin are the ways of the law. The depression
has made the expense mose burdensvme and the chances of recovery
mote precarious, In general, theiefore, uuwilling to throw good
money after bad, they have suved only the uncompromising, and
even then they hiave made httle attempt to execute their decrees
unless they had good reason io believe there was something to be
Lad. The result is a virtual motatoyivm of debt.

I. was nor to be expecied thai su great a storm could be
wedthered without some sign of strain between borrower and
lender. We came across a bint of this occasionally,3
but nowhews on any serious siale except perhaps in
paris of Rohiak, where, however, relations were
stigined before the siump.# 1n some colony areas there was a little
difﬁc*.ulty, but 10 colony villages the pusition is apt 1o be complicated
by ile absence of traditional zes.  Where these exist, and still more
where the village commmumty retams some of its ancient cohesion or
a tract of comdry is ocuupied by a smgle iribe, the money-lender
rarely takes up an uncompiomismng attitude.> Panchayat and
arbiliation soctety have also been useful, not oruy m reducing claims
but in arrawging for payment by instalurems, which have sometimes
been spread vvel five or ten years® ‘The unel resuit has naturally

T PlL. Bkg. Engy. Bpi., 164.
Z pp, 100, 146, 174.
3 pp. 16, 147-3.
4 p.tos.
H Cf e 54, 103
£ p. 139.
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been a great reduction in the village money-lender’s profits. Before
the fallin prices, these were estimated at about 12 to 13 per cent,’ but
it may be doubted whether since then they have exceeded 5 per cent,
and it 1s generally agreed that he has been almost as hard hit as the
peasant.* In one respect, at first, he fared worse. Together with
the commission agent, who too is often a money-lender, he stores
most of the surplus wheat of the province, and in 1930, when the
wheat market collapsed, he was involved in heavy loss.3
From the peasant’s inability to repay his loans there ensued
a severe contraction of credit. Recovering little, the money-lender
. had little to lend, and that little he hesitated to
gfnct::;i’f"n advance, so doubtful had recovery become. As far
as possible he restricted his loans to clients he could
trust, and to others he lent only so much as was necessary to keep
them to heel. With most he insisted upon security and, even when
jewellery was pawned, charged 15 or 18% instead of the customary
12 per cent,4 Unsecured loans, so common m the past, he almost
entirely refused, except to good clients or in small sums at high
rates. Co-operalive credit societies, though they have not put up
their rates, have also been compelled to reduce their loans, and in
1932-3 advanced an average of only Rs. 16 per member. These
restrictions were felt acutely by the peasant, since for a whole
generation, with land ever rising in value, he had been able to
borrow freely ; so freely that the prosperity which should have made
him independent of the money-lender has enormously increased his
debt.3
Ullimately, the most difficnlt adjustment of all will be that
between debtor and creditor, but more difficult at the outsel was
that between peasant and Government, Government
Revenue-payer could not, like the money-lender, rest content with a
gﬁgemmem few annas in Lhe rupee of its dues and wait for the rest
till prices rose : its obligations are heavy and unceas-
ing and must be met punctually, Nor yet could it expect to get a
full 16 annas from an impoverished peasantry..Large remissions
were therefore made, by 1933, totalling nearly £z millions.5 That
the balance was collected with little more use of coercive processes
than usual was due, on the one hand, to the tact and efficiency of the
administration, at the head of which was a Governor who understood

1 Pb. Bkg. Engy. Rpk., 137.

2 Cf. p. 148.

3 Cf.p.208.

4 p. 249.

5 e.g, from 9o crores m 1921 to 140 in 1930 (Feasant, 16).
6§ p. 225, n.3.
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the peasant well,® and on the other hand, 1o the fortitude and good
sense of the people.

One of the ways in which this good sense was shown was by the
sale of jewellery, In the days of high prices it was almost as if
the five rivers of the Punjal had become six, the sixth
a river of gold, Bullion poured into the province
at an average rate of four to five crores a year, of wiich 3} or more
weie converted into jewellery.* Most of this probably found its
way into ihe colonies and Lyallpur alone is said to have spent over
£200,000 (28 lakhs) a year on ornaments.” At the time, Lhe colonist
was generally condemned for hoarding, and in so far as he borrowed
to buy jewellery, the repioach was amply deserved. But in so far
as he bought it out of income, lie showed a certain prudence.
Doubtless Lie could have employed lus surplus better, had ue had
more knowiedge of the use of money, bul most certainiy he could
have employed it worse ; for instance, on litigation or such ephemerai
things as ciothes, In au emergency ornaments can be melted down,
and alter England went off the gold staudard, they could even be
sold at a profit, this, too, at a time wien mos, investments could
only be sold at a loss. The clief difficulty in utilizing this resource
was woumman's right o the jewellety ; but though this must ofien
have led to pawuning 1ather than selling, large quantities were sold;
wiuch iy further evideuce of the goodwill generally subsisting in
the viliage between husband and wife? Nor was there any real
injustice in Govermuent's Gemand Delog paid in part from these
1eserves, since Government did not raise ivs chaige for water il
long afier prices had risen, and all through the period of prusperity
il took 10 more than 5 or 6 per cent cof the gross pruduce in land
reventle as against 30 vl 40 per cent taken by the Sikhs.?

Somis have supposed thatl the peasant was only induced to pait
with his gold by the appireciation in its vaiue wieu England gave up
the gold standard. My journal shows that this is not
thie case and that it was alicady being sold in the culd
weallwr of 1930-1 to meer Government dues. The following
summer, the market price of wheat having failen to Rs, 1-6 a maund,
sale in canal ir1igated iracis becdame very brisk, and it was estimated
that in July and Augusi of that year, wien Government was
collecting its suramer dues, the shroffs of Auniwsar bought gold in
the central Puujab to tne vaiue of 64 lakbs as agaiosi ouly 17 lakhs
twelve months eaclier, und three-quarters of this is said to have come

Jewellery

fiale of gald

T Sir Gecfirey do Wonlwarency, G.CIE, KCHI, K.CV.C, CBE.
2 Ph. 3kg. Engy. Rpi., 149. :

3 See p. 304.

4 Feasani, 231,
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from village sources.” Evenwhen the price of gold rose 50 per cent,?
nearly alf the gold that came upon the market from the village—and
most of it came from this source—was distress gold,3 and those who
were not obliged to sell, for instance the larger landowners, did not
do so. Imthetown, too, it is only the very modern-minded who are
prepared to part with their ornaments for any other reason but
necessity.  Su stiong 1s this feeling amongsi Hindus that one of
tiren said to the writer that a wife would vnly part with her jewellery
' to save the lite ot her Liusbaud ’, and a gaseited officer informed him
that when he propused to his wife that they should seil their jewellery
as gold was su dear, she refused, saying they had enough for
thelt living and siould keep the jewellety for use as a last
tesoarce. Actually, it is the last resoutce bui one: the last 1s
the house,

We have now seen Liow the {ali in puces was adjustea between
landlord and tenunc, zemindar and servant, debior and creanor,
revenue-payer avd Government, One [uriber adjust-
ment was necessary—a reauction in the standard of
living, which had nsen all uver the provincet This
was must needed in the canal-irrigated tracis,’ where the rise had
been greatest and the demand fur cash was stiongest. It may Le
said that the depiession was felt in satio to the use previously made
of cash ¥The rupee fainine was so greal that in many villages it
became difficull to cliange a ten rupee nole, land the position
described on p. 248 applies far beyond ihe lunits of Siaikot. In all
canal-inigated tracts large sutns weie reyuired to pay water rate
and tand revenue. Tle colonist suffered from a further dis-
advantage, He ielies for bLis lLving almost entirely upom Ius
farmung, whereas i unirugated tracts the peasant usaally has sonue
supplementary source of mcome such as milicary service, tradmg,’

The standerd
of living

7 The enguiry wet kindly made on wy behall by the Commuerione: of
Income-tax, Funjab, through his local staff Enqames were alse mads m
other centres, and almost everywhere a mariked difference was reported
between 1930 and 1531,

z At Dombay tie price of gewd e tola was Ro. 21+ 5 on 19 September
1931 and Rs 34-4-6 on 19 Jaly 1934

3 Only m the small tracl of the Chhachh {see Pessan?, 83) have I come
across any appiectable wllage sales for profil. Of tle zoo crores ewportud
Lo India since * Ortober 193D (3-¢ . 347} aboul 25 por cent 12 5o
era.es, Calue frum the Prmah (uciading the MW, Featier Province) and
20 por con. fiom Medras (informatlion kindly supplied by ihe President,
Bombay Shrofs' Association).

4 See Pegsant, v

5 Tmbracing i vogo-t 12 2 milhen ovt of 3e-2 million acres {Censys
'RP ‘é‘) 3% 35)

6 p. 18z,
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cattle-dealing, cartage, or even labour. The depression has,
therefore, been most severely felt in the colonies.

The finest colonists are to be found in Lyallpur, and they were
the first to brace themselves to the painful process of adjustment,
Shahpur, with a more extravagant tradition,” was
slower to move; but even there the process had
begun before the close of 1g30. Amongst the economies adopted,
varying with the circumstances of proprietor and tenant, were the
substitution of millet and maize for wheat, of homespun clothes for
mill-made, and of the tonga for the motor; travelling ihiid ciass
instead of inlermediate, walking on foot—perhaps shoes in hang—
instead of going by lorry, the dismissal of servants, the re-startiug
of hand grinding, an increase in spinning, and even the davouiing
of the morning cup of butter-milk with salt instead of sugar. Une
economy has been general throughout the province : much less is
spent upon social ceremonial, especially upon marriages. And, less
satisfactory, in 1933 there were over 42,000 fewer boys at school
than in 1932.

In 1931, in commenting upon the past and the fall in prices,
I wrote that prosperity had ‘added little to the peasant’s reul

) wealth, but greatly to his debt and alarmingly to his
ggﬁ:&?& numbers. It may be that a spell of harder con-
ditions is necessary to give him a juster sense uf the
value of money, and a clearer perception of its relation to well being.
If so, what appears at present as a calamity may prove tc be a
blessing in disguise.’* This is the hope that rises out of the
depression, and there are indications that it may be rulfilled.
 There is no doubt,’ saysa recent report, ‘ that as a result of the hard
times through which the agriculturist is passing, he has Jdeveloped a
real sense of the burden of debt, and a determination to do what he
can to lessen it by slow and painful repayment.’d Repuyment
would indeed be the amende honorable for the reckless borrowing oi
the past, and if it has been necessary more than once 10 comment
severely upon this defect in the Punjab peasant’s character, it is
only fair to say that no one counld have met the prescat crisis with
stouter heart, more cheerful spirit, and greater sense.4

Fconomies

I p.20.

2 Peasant, chapters xi, xii,

3 Co-op. Soc. Rpt. (1933), 29: of. p. 163 supra. In Bengal, too, the
depressiona{?s teacbing th(riﬁ? "'E.Ben?az "c:a;gzb. Rﬁﬁ%g‘s), Q.

4 The features of the depression described above apply generaliy through-
out India. Shortage of food is rare, but everywhere credit is severely
restricted, reserves greatly reduced, and purchases mostly confined to

necessaries. Cash rents are realized with great difficulty, and the money-
lender's income is greatly contracted.
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Bm if the ciisis has 1auch Lu (each the peasan., 1L has also a
lesson for Government In the opmion of the Eco10omic Commuittee
Co-operation of the League of Nations it has tended almost every-

where ‘{0 strengthen the view that the State ought
to give the national agmeultural mterest effective support ’.t
In India this support is most needed i the field of credit.
The slump las doubled die burden of debt, and i the conirac-
tion of credit has stopped the flow of wmdiswuninate boiiowmg,
i most areas it has raised the rate of interest upon tresh loans;
and upon old, owing to the diuficulty of repayment, interest
charges are accumulating and coming under tne magnifging glass
“6f compound mnteresc I may be iov late Lo apply any remedy to
the debis of die past and e necessary to leave their adjustivent
to the good sense of debror aud weditor, bul provision should at
least De maue for tne fulure The best judges are, 1 think, agreed
tnat in folure peasant credrt must be conirolled, :f nor curtailed,
Some would do this by legisiation, and vanious expennmens m uds
direction are bewng wied o1 consiaered i several provinees *  Ou
surer ground are chose whio urge that the most saustactory way of
mnposing control 1s through cu-vperative ciedit The way this,
conirol 1 exercised 1s described elsewhere.s One of ils merits 18
that i is done tnrough the people themselves, and nou through any
external agency, and it has three other suiking advautages. Ii
lowers the 1ate of interest, 1 abolishes volnpound mterest, and i
gradually educaces the peasant in the use of money.

Many speak o1 witte as if the peasaut were hampered by not
baving enough mouey to handie.  No one who has seen the way he
speads it when he gets a lerge sum mro s hanes wili (hink {ius
What hampers him is s mabwly w ase it 10 advaniage, For
long the co-operauve movement in the Panyab has had ioie woney
at 1 disposal than 1t could prudently employ, bevaase comparatively
few cudld be Liusted to employ any part of the surplus wisely
Theie 15 an tuimate connexion between characler and finance, and
it has been repeatedly emphasized on my towss ¢ Accordigly. Lo
teach ine peasant how tu baudle money 1s the supreme cconoruic
need, and fhis can besi, perhaps only, De doue Uirougn the
w-opetative movement. Il was this coaviction vhat led the Punjab
Banking Euquny Cominitiee of 193¢ te make the extension ok the
w-uperalive ciedit movement its central recommenaation, and i

1 Op cit,52

? T. 1633, Bongal pasesd a Money-lenaers Bill wo contiol w.ceresi rates,
and now the United Provinces have frve hulls noder corsiderztion. (1234)

3 Peasant, chaptor ¥

4 p. 193, Rusheus 326-7.
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calculated that if its scheme were adopted, every suitable village
in the province would have a credit society within fifteen years.’
Unfortunately, owing to ihe financial stringency, four precious years
have been lost and very little of the necessary extra staff has been
provided.

Education

If the supreme need of the peasant is Co-operation, that of his
children is primary education. Till recently the inability to read
and wrile was no bar to the full expression of capacity
and character. Akbar remained illiterate to the end
of his days, and one of the most remarkable Punjabis of the last
generation, the late Nawab Bahram Khan, a Baloch chieftain whose
word and counsel ran with authority from one end of Baluchistan
to the other, could barely write his name. But, as aiready noted,?
illiteracy is a handicap to those who have to face the new age.
To take but a single example : in the old days the village community
was strong, and Co-operation grew spontaneously out of the needs
of the people ; bul this is not sufficient to satisfy the varied purposes
and necessities of the modern world. For these, moie complicated
forms are required, and they are not possible with almost universal
illiteracy. In 1931, less than 1o per cent of the popuiation of the
Punjab was literate, and in 1930 this was found to be the case with
only 13 per cent of the members of our agricultural credit societies.3
It is significant that in Jullundur, where the percentage (50} was
highest, Co-operation is most advanced, and that in Mianwali, where
it was only 4 per cent, it makes but little headway. Ii is suiprising
that it should have made any headway at all, seeing ilal ithere are
numerous villages where for miles round not a single iterate man
can be found to work as secretary to a bank.4

It by no means follows that the goodness of a society is m
proportion to the number of its literate members, but iv 15 clear that

even so simple an organization as a viilage bauk
4 Dar to requires a few who can read a pro-note and understand
Co-operation . . i :

an account. The miracle is that it has been pussible
for years to lend out large sums without serious loss, sums now
amounting to 7 crores (£5 millions) and advanced to about 500,000

lliteracy

¥ Op, cit, 107. In 1929,40 per cent of the villages of the provinge had a
credit society,

2 p, 165.
3 Co-ap, Soc. Hpt. (1931), 29.

4 Ibid, 30, In 1933, Mianwali had 437 societies with aboul 10,020
members, while JTullundur had over 1,000 societies with about 55,000 membars,
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men, of whoa oaly one in seven can read and write. Somie cannot
even count. In 1g3x, an officer was inspecting a bank m a lasge
village in Shahpur. He asked a member who owed the society
Rs. 362 whether he knew how much 62 was. He was told it
was 20 times 2 plus 5, and going on from member to member he
found that only iwo out of the fourteen present knew it was
‘boplusz’. It can be undersioud that when 1t comes 10 co-operd-
tive putchase and sale, enterprise 1s severely himited by the general
inabulity to read and write. Accordmngly, lo all ile aiguments
commonly advanced mn favour of pimary education we may add
the argument, which ¢very co-operacor will endotse aad wany have
alieady put forward, that it is indwspensable to the progress of
Co-operation. And if anyone doubts the imporiance ol this, let
him remember the now familiar dictum of 1ne Rouyar Comnnussion
on Agriculture that © 1f Co-operation fans, then will fail the best hope
of rural Incha ’.?

And there 1s anolier argument which the tines suggest.
Since the war the world has definitely shuunk, and in many pubuc
matiers wommon standards are emerging, In the
field of education, the accepted standaid fo1 divilized
counliies 1s that all should be able t0 1ead and write, and if 1ndia
looks beyond her borders, she can hardly ignore the example of
Russia, the one counuy in Emope whose conditions are comparable
with her own,  Eveu before the wat Kussia was well ahead of ner it
education,® but as recenily as 1920, 60 per cent of her male, and
7o per cent of her female population were stii itilecate. Now,
however, the percentage is saxd o be less than 103 Thete may be
exaggeration in this, aud 1t is uot uear what exactiy hiteracy means :
some tluugs, tou, ate tagght widch would be repugnant to bolk
English and Indian seattmeni.* But it 15 credibly stated that now
almost all childien attend school for at least three oy fow years.S
Compared with this, India with less than 1o pe: cew uf her popula-
tion literate, stands complelely ouai-distaiced, It is irue that
[ndis's population is worte than twice the size of Ruseia's,’ but
newher Lhis nor cimatic conditions account entirely for the difference.
Russia has come {0 1eguid illiteracy as a disease and has sel heiseif

Ruassia

T Rt 6 the Royrl Commission, 452

2 In 1913, 40 per cent of the population were literate (Sherwood Eddy,
The Challenge of Russia (1931}, 124).

3 Mautice Hindus, The LUreal Ofencwe {1933, 186

4 For instance, every teacher ie obliged to give anti-religions matmction
(W, H, Chamberlin, Notes publiched by Fiiends Service Council, January
193z}

g Hindus, op. cit. i

in 1937 the population of India was 353 nullions: now (xg34) it

probably exceeds 360. The popaladdsn of the U.5.8. R, is ahsut 170 millions,
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to remove it, at whatever cost, in the shortest possible space of time.
But India continues to see it as an inheriled weakness and is not
too discontenied if some small improvement is registered each
decade. The last decade the improvement registered was a little
over I per cent!!

In the Punjab, in 1932, the population increased by over
300,000,% and in 1g32-3 the number of hoys at school decreased by
over 42,000. The Punjab Government attributes this
to two causes—the economic depression and ‘the
uinshakable apathy of the average villager'3 There can be no
question about the depression—in both Rohtak and the Nili Bar we
found it at worki—but after my two tours, I cannot altogether
subscribe to the latter. Apathy can of course be found, especially
where the teaching is bad and the master holds aloof from the
village. DBut the 1,400 miles I rode left me with the strong impres-
sion that the peasant now wants education for his boys; not
simply that they may get Government service, though this is a
powerful lure, but also that they may learn, as was often said, ‘to
rise and sit down ' and * to become human beings ’.5

Education, however, will be but a Greek gift if it continues,
as at present, to estrange boys from fields and home. This again is
a commonplace, and I repeat it only because my tours
have brought it vividly home to me and suggest one
or two possible remedies. Before mentioning these,
it is only fair to point out that in the last ten years great efforts
have been made by the Punjab Education Department to give a
more rural character to village education. One of the first and best
measures to be taken in this direction was to give a number of
Secondary schools a small farm or garden plot for the boys to
cultivate® Though they vary in utility, they are ofien a valuable
addition to school life, as was shown by the one we saw near Tarn
Taran,’ The latest development in the same direction is the
teaching, in vernacular Middle schools, of agriculture, village sanita-
tion, and rural economics, all in their simplest forms, under the
general head of Rural Science.?

The Punjab

Land and
school

* From 8¢z to g-5 per cent of the population aged five years or more.
For the whole population the literacy percentage is only 8 (Census of India,
vol. 1, pt. X, 524-5).

2 Health Admin. Rpt., 1932,

3 Ph. Bduc. Rpt,, 2.

4 pp. 173, 21%.

3 p.3r: ef. p. 174 . we came upon apathy too (p. 82).

8 In 1933 thers were 87 farm and 104 garden plots (ibid,, 16).

7 p. 87,

8 Tbid., 17.
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In spite of farm and garden plot, I found a general consensus of
opinion, shared in one case by schoolmasters* that though the
primary and vernacular middle course may have no bad effect,
the Anglo-vernacular Middle school tends to dissociate boys from
the land, and that the High school is ‘ the boycott of the land .2
My first conclusion, therefore, is that, though education is indispens-
able for the peasant, it should not, mn the case of most, go beyond
the vernacular Middle. Some good judges would go further.
Believing that the process of disintegration begins in the sixth class,
they would restore the five-class Primary school and make that the
natural term for the ordinary village boy.3

In a recent book Sir George Anderson and Dr. Whitehead speak
of ‘ the enslavement ' of the Indian student,* and they wonder why

so many boys who once showed ’ brightness, intelli-
Mental slavery gence and initiative, have become shrouded’ by it ;
why, too, ‘they depend so much on the dictated notes and on
memorized information, and why they have so limited and so
material an outlook on life that an appointment to some minor post
in Government service has become {o the large majority the be-all
and the end-all of university education.’S If a mere layman may
judge, there are at least three reasons for this. The first, and
perhaps the most important, is the one noled on p 70—that English
is used far too much as a medium of instruction. However well or
ill this may suit the urban mind, it is utterly unappropriate to the
peasant mind, as anyone who has tried to interpret it will under-
stand. The second is one given by a witness before the Lindsay
Commission in 1g30-1. The poverty of the average student, so
he said, makes him try to pass an examination in the shortest
possible time.5 Education in India is cheap enough, bul the figures
given on pages 173 and 211 read with those on pages 268-9 show the
kind of pressure that peasant boys may be subject to, and it is a
further argument for not encouraging them to go beyond the
vernacular Middle unless unusually intelligent. The third reason
requites special emphasis, for its importance is not perhaps
sufficiently recognized. My journal shows that the average high
school boy is often under-nourished and over-worked. To pass his
examinations, he must do three or four hours’ home-work a day, and
holjday tasks tend to be so severe that a boy we met in Jhelum had

fp. 31,

2p 31: of p. 88

3 The Primary school now has four classes
4 Christian Education . India, 1932, 36.
5 Ibid,, 20.

6§ Thid., 17.
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to do nearly fifty hours’ work in a ten days’ Christmas holiday.
And all this has to be endured at that most difficult time when boys
are passing from childhood to adolescence. Can we wonder that
they often bring a fagged or ‘ enslaved ' brain to college, and that
they have little time or inclination to lend a hand in courtyard or
field, and that they rarcly think it possible to return to the land.
As to the last, it is not only that they are afraid, apparently with
reason, of being tegarded as failures,* but eighl years of schooling
and coddling at home leave them unable to endure iaborious days
under a hot sun.3 ‘ When it is hot, they fear for theix healith and
run off to Delhi,” was the ironic comment made in Rohtak.4 Very
differently are things mamaged mn a peasant country like Austria,
where holidays really arc holidays and boys as a maiter of course
help their parents in the ficld.

The consequence ol this divorce between the secondary school
and the land is that districts in which such schools abound are tull
of unemployed half educated zemindars. This was
mentioned on my first tour,5 and a {cw more cases
may perhaps be given. A landlord I met in 1932
told me that he had nine sons, to all of whom he had given some kind
of education. Two had passed the middle standard, two tore had
matriculated, and one was a B.A.  Only two out of ihe nine were
employed, and of the rest only one was cultivating, though the
father had 150 acres of colony land in addition to land in his own
village. As the B.A, son said— We are too ambitious.” Tiuee
days later, I met a B.A. student who told me that his father was a
Subedar Major with 140 acres of good colony land, and that he was
one of seven sons, all of whom were more or less educated. None
of them had a job, and none of them cultivates. ‘I have no
tendency towards cultivation,’ he said, and apparently his brothers
had no ‘ tendency ’ either: they were too dignified. 1lu result the
Subedar Major has to support not only his seven sons but also theix
eight children. One more case. I was sipping an early morning
cup of tea in the compound of a rest house near the Indus when I
noticed at a little distance a servant of the rest house eyeing me
ungertainly and holding something crumpled in his hand. Alfraid
to approach, he seemed rooted to the ground, until I made a motion
with my hand, when he ran towards me. Heavily dressed, but ali
his clothes old, discoloured, crumpled, and worn, and his puggares
twisted loosely about an unbrushed head, he presented me with the

I p.69: cf. p. 8z,

2 Cf.p. 88,

3 pp. 31, 69

4 % 174 1 cf, 165.

5 Rusticus, 358 1 of. p. 243 supra.

Fducation that
leads nowhere
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following petiticn m English: ‘T am a poor water-carrier and in
this poverty [ got my son educated up io B.A. . . . I approach
your goodness with the request for employment and hope you will
be kind enough to do something for us poor people and thus lifi us
from the filthy life we are obliged to lead” How humen! Yet
once more education had been no boon. These cases explain the
remark made in a recent Education Reporc that the decline iu the
number of boys in middle aud high schools is partly due “to a
growing consciousness among ilhe peasantry that the education
impatted in schools leads nowhere 't Il is scme consolation for
this decline that four-fifihys of it has taken place in the seconday
stage of education.?

ii pdmary education is indispensable (o the peasant and lugher
education ‘ leads nowhere ’, 1 il fair eiiher 1o the many for whom

there is no school near at hand or Lo the few who go
Reduction oi  {luough high schovi and college, at heavy cost to
Z:\[ifpif;:é] >7d hemselves and the State, to spend so much nore
edncation upon secondary and collegiate education than upon
primary ¢ In 1933, 186 lakhs were speat upou Lhe

former, and only 38 upon ihe laties.3 Ii is not suggested that the
whole of the 186 iakhs shounld have been spent upon prunary scnools,
but actually, had it Leea done, yuwounid have been possibie {0 eaucate
nearly 2 million more boys, lor the annual cost of educatiug a Loy
i & primary sthool 15 only Rs. 0.  Compare tlus with Rs. 44 for
the high school, Rs. 177 for an Aits Cullege and Res. 541 for a
Professional Colleged3 In a4 province where less that: To per cent of
the population is literais, such figwes sinack of disproportion. In
Russia, the policy is now * o raise the wholemass ' as far as resousces
periit, and when this has been done, to * try to find the 1esvdrces to
push the best of the masses to a higher level’.4  Germany has gune
even [urther. Umversity studenws theie 10se from 03,000 n 19II
to 125,000 in 1031, and, as in India, the increase is attributed in part
to ‘ the social ambiitions of patenls who made every sacrifice that
their soiy inighi tise to be officials or professional men and avoid
the stigroa of ordinary work .5 This year, theiefure, adinissions to
ilie universily have been limitea v 15,000; and coriespundingly,
it 19 proposed to divert a luge uuiber of childien ‘from the
secondary schools into piactical irades’.> 1In this, India and
Germany would seem (o be on all fouis, and if the German polivy

T Cp. cit., 3.

2 Ibid., 6.

3 Db, Hdue. Rpt., 4~5. Overheaa and ceriain other charges amounting
tn 595 lakhs have not been taken into account,

1 Wiclksteed, op. cit., 169.

S The Times, 29 Dec. 1933,
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were followed, & large sum would be available for the extension of
primary education
Its extension on a large scale is so necessary and yet, financially,
presents so formidable a problem that every possible means of
Other economy must be considercd. Ong suggeste it-self at
economies once. Inacountry where most build and repair their
own houses, it seems unnecessary thal Governinent
shotld undertake the responsibility of providing and repairing school
houses. In Palestine, it a village wauts a school, it must provide
Do land and buiddings, o: iheu cost.? The same policy should
surely be followed m India, and when une temembers the enormous
sis spent by Rohtak vidages upon mosque and club,* expenditure
which has ils parallel all over the Punjab, heie seems notlung
fantastic in the idea. Alicady amongst Sikhs, when a Khaisa school
15 to be buit, the Sikhs living in the neighbourhood contribute part
uf the nanual labour required, digging the ear, preparing and
carrymg tne clay, and lifling the bricks  And very 1ecently a Sikh
coriespondent wiowe.  Just at this tine a hostel is being buit,
and 1 have seen pacies ol villagers from far and near doing every
kind of labow at i, each village setving 1or three days and running
thewr own free kitchen, Each pariy was complete in itsell, com-
prising carpenters, builders, aud land iabuurers—workers of both
sexes and of all ages.” This 1 the spirit to be harnessed to the
education of vie province.
One minor econowy suggested py my lours may also be
mentioned. 1 Liave been swprised vo nnd watermen employed by
. schools where water could pe had close by. The
f‘mﬁ;’g“; explanation was it tie drawing ot water was con-
siaered inconsistent with the diguity of education i
“i'lus, too, in a couniry where water ig the first essential of life. One
thinks of the days when one had {o stagger up a sleep flight of
stairs with a tub of sleaming hot water for some older boy’s bath.
One thinks, too, ot ihe western Punjab where the village waterman
hardly exists; and also of Lhe Trainhig Schoor at Moga described
on p. 107 where (apart irom two gardeners) a smgle servant, a
sweepe, Is employed for 150 boys.s

Influence of the Army
In the village there are threc important educational influences
at work., With two of these. the co-operative socicty ard the
school, we have now dealt. The third iz the army and for the
general purposes of life it is perbaps the most educative of the three.

* Ascertained locally,
2 pp, 176-8.
3 Apdargon and Whitehead, cp. cit . 109,
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{
At most of ow gatherings ihe livest and best infoined mind
those ul the soldies. ‘Lhe soldier s ho.uzon is nol bound :
village,in many cases, since the war,not even by India, ana
is always taught to read and write, | If all young men had T go—
through the army, there would soon be 2n end of illiteracy. But
the army does much more than teach the peasant to read and write,
vIL mcreases his seli-respect and his seuse of dacy and truth; 1t
teaciies hun to control lus passious—soldiers are not often mixed
up 11 murders—and to keep step with others; alsc such useful
hapits as bathmng daity, wearing clean clolnes and keeping it. It
has been said of the Russian army that ic is ‘ the peasani’s
university [ and the same way almost be sad of the Indian.»"On
e material side wcs influence is equally stiiking, as we saw again
and again on four.* }t has brought piosperity to whole tiacts and
1. many areas has greatly mitigated the severity of Lhe fall i prices.
First and last, theretore, it1s one of the Punjab sgieatest advauiages
that two-thirds of the Indian axmy are reciuited withu its busderd,
But nothmng is perlecy, and the mfluence of the aimy has s
eak poinis. Omneis that iu increasing self-espect 1l magnines izzat,
and m India izzat nas an awkward way of makmg a
Eg:&% and man stand 1 his own light3 I can think of wo
neighbouring 1ribes, one of whien has much cluser
ties witn the army thau the other. The nen of the one will not pue
their hands to mauy louus of labour cheerfully auderiahen by the
men of the other, such as plying ponies {o. hire, working in the
quarries, or gowy vut as masons, and the difference is not simply
oue of necessity, On the other hand, the men of the more mat tial
tribe are more straightforwara and dependable, iess huclined to
extravagance and suow, cleaver in their houses. snd thriftiec,
Thrift 1s oue of the lessous that the anny is beginniug to teach, and
it provides both the vppoutumty and the need, the oppcrtunity,
because it pays 1.8 ruen so well ; ana the need because, to keep its
men fit, i 1s obliged to give themn a higher standaid of Living Jiaw
most of them enjoy in 1heir nomes, and withous thiife they caunot
hope to maintain it vn the expiry of their service, The best way of
elicouragiug tmill in the peasaui is to give lwu a co-operative
sociely, aud a certam nuinber of regiments have startad socleties
accordingly, with such satisfactory resulls that it 1s surpnsing tha
wmiore have nol followed therr example.:

T Wickstecd, op cit, 63

2 C{ pp 5584

-3 E{-p. 50

+ * The small g1 sap of A rray 3aciaties wontinue to de well, and consideralle
snme have been accumnulated’ (Co-op Soc Rpt (1933), 47).  Some teguments
have compulsory savings funds, which serve the same purpose i pari
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Another weak point is that when the soldier returns to his
village, he catnol compeie with {ne ordinary peasant in hard
) sustained work through the heat of a hot weather day.
igﬁd‘fii‘;gjng iWe work day and night, but he weeps at the work;’
is the kind of thing that is freely said in the village,?
not perhaps without a touch of envy by those who note the soldier’s
highe1 standard of living and lus somewhat lower standard of work.
1z spite of the hardships that he has doubtless borne in tent and field,
the soldier at the end of his seven yea1s' service is sometimes tempted
tc amploy another to work under Lim or, 1f he is an officer, Lo let out
his land to tenants. [ was at some pains to discover whether he
wook more readuy to improved methods of cultivation than the
ordinary peasaut, and my conclusion 1s Lthat, though there ig nothing
to choose between sepoy and peasani, there 1s a type of officer,
energetic, intelligent, thrifty, and ofien much travelled, who is keen
toimprove his farming and ready to make expeinuents. My journal
mentions three such, two oi them Muslims, and the third a Sikh Jat,
who is one ot the Dest co-operators i the province and leads in all
progiessive enterprise.*  Such men are the salt of the countryside.
Cf much the sawne type were a group of Jat Sikhs met near Tarn
Taraa, who wete doing two things ofien considered derogatory by
tne zemindar—keaping poultry aud growiug vegelables. ‘ We saw
very good men growing them in France, aud the thought came 1o
us—wity 1s it shame to grow theiwn here? '3 The war killed many
splendid men from the Punjab, but in wideniug the minds of those
who served ubgoad and returned it gave the province something of
value to balance its loss. It has even helped to introduce a new
humanity into vibage life. *Before che war,” said the grizzled
Caprain we met at Beiy, * women had ao izzat and men beat them
with shoes, but now beatmg is stopped und a woman has two annas’
worti of izzat,’* :
The influence of the axmy for good mught be almost as great
with womeu as with Tnen, if the opportunities offered by the existence
of mauied quarters were used to the full. These are
:{‘;f;:ﬁce U200 regularly inspected and those who live in them are
obliged to keep them clean. For women who come
from the castern half of the Punjab, this is a useful lesson, but even
more useful are the lessons to be learnt in regard to health. This
work has begun, and soldiers’ wives are realizing for the first time
what clean midwitery means atd how much they have to learn in the
eare of themselves and their children. That this is appreciated by
their husbands is shown by iwo cases, In one Sikh regiment, the
T po2y ef p. 67, 3 . 87,
* pp- 42, 71, 85. 4+ p. 186
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sepoys began sending for their wives to have their babies in the
regimental lines under expert medical aid instead of in the village
with only the untrained midwife {0 look after them; and the
ex-officers were so much impressed by what they saw, when they
revisited the regiment, that of their own accord they subscribed
Rs. 100 towards the work. In another cantonment, the Indian
gunners refused at first to have a dispensary for their women, but
hearing of its advantages from other units, they decided to subscribe
regularly to its cost. Nearly all units now have provided some
kind of medical aid for their women and children, and it generally
takes the shape of a small dispensary served by a medically-trained
woman, who is shared by all the units in the cantonment. Since,
however, Government accepts no responsibility for the health of its
soldiers’ families, such funds as can be raised must be spent upon
providing medical aid rather than on welfare work, and in 1932 only
five cantonments had health workers. Two of them, Jhansi and
Mardan, ‘are enthusiastic as to the benefit,’* and this is easily
understood, since, ultimately, welfare work is more important than
curative. .
But the work, like all village reconstruction work, cannot go
on without funds, and where are they to come from ? At present
Finance they are obtained from regimental funds and soldiers’
contributions, and to a lesser extent from the Indian
Red Cross Society,* but they are entirely inadequate for their
purpose. Little can be expected from the Army Department, for
it is always being pressed to reduce its budget. On the other hand,
most Provingial Governments are anxious_io improve rural con-
ditions, and it is becoming increasingly clear that real improvement
must hegin wilh the horne.~But it is very difficult for any Govern-
meént 15 penetrate the home. Education provides the best means,
but it touches only the young, and if the older are left to themselves,
there is danger of the young not being able to get their way with the
old and of a gulf opening between the two, and even of the school
displacing the home. The village Health worker provides another
means, but she works at a disadvantage compared with a health
worker in a cantonment. She has to deal with homes scattered over
a whole tahsil or district, and must spend much time and money in
getting from one place to another. In a cantonment, the families
to be assisted live close together, and the atmosphere with its
mixture of military discipline and novel ideas is more {avourable.
to change than that of the village. Seed sown there is more likely
to take root, and when the women go back to their homes they can

T Indian Red Cross Sociely R, (x932), 38,
2 Ibid., 37.
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Pz relied upon to broadeast it amorget their neighbours in a way
tuat no Health worker can do, T believe that money spent in this
way would be twice ag produclive as money spent on more conven-
tional lines. 1 suggest, therefore, that all Provincial Governments
should subscribe to the welfare work of the Army in proportion to
the number of men serving in it from their provinces; and to
encourage the men themselves to subscribe more freely, the grants
might well bear some proportion to the amount subscribed, subject
10 stch maximum as may be necessary for budgel purposes.

Politice

“The best laws,’ says Aristoile, ‘ will be of no avail unless the
young ar: trained by babit and educztion in the spirit of the
constitution,” With less than 70 per cent literate it
was not to be expected that the peasant would
understand much about the constitution of government. My tours
suggest that he understands very little indeed beyond the limits
of his district.* Amongst those who at a village meeting normally
squat on the ground cnly “one or half a one " had any clear idea of
the higher powers, and few could even differentiate between
Governor and Viceroy, Hardly anyoue had heard of anything so
uovel as a Minister, annd no one had more than the haziest notions of
his functions.  * They are made by our votes: we have no know-
ledge what they do, is abou as far s anyone could go. And minds
were equally blank about Council and Assembly. Yef when I made
mny second teur, the Reforin scheme had been in opération for ten
years. As to voles, thney are comumenly given on personal or tribal
grounds, withoat 1elfeience to political quesiions, and, as we saw
in the fast chapter, wornan's infiuence may be the deciding factor.3’
And since candidates musi usually De men with long purses—a seat
on the Legislative Coancil will often cost Rs. 10,000 or even 20,000
1£1,500)4—it follows that the peasant bas little chance of election.
A special obligation, therefore, 1ests with the larger landowner
10 guard his inferests.5, .

'The Funjab

ESee 71, 13, 2773, 52, 143, 2039, and of Rusficus, 309, 314.

2 p. 20.

3 p. 288,

4 A mamber of the Punjab Tegisiative Coapril is reported to have
admitted in Coupeil having spent Rs, 28.000 on his electicn (Civil & Military
Gazelte, o March 1932).

4 The position would not appear to be very different in Bombay judging
by a letter written by Mr. R, G. Gordon {I.C.3, retired) and published in The
Times of 5 May 1934. In 1031 be examined 300 voters of ull clesses individua-
ally in & Bombay district, and found that only 50 knew of the existence of the

ombay Legislative Council, and only 1o knew anything of its functions.,
Compaza the very sunilar experiment described on p. £33
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This was the position three years ago, and my recent enquiries
do not suggest any great change. In the poorer tracts still almost
no interest is taken, and this is even the case in the country round -
Delhi.  One who knows it well says that the go per cent or more who
wear dholis® and seldom visit a town know nothing of politics, and
that the few who occasionally ‘ put on trousers’ to visit one know
just enough ‘to suit their requirements’. In the central Punjab,
where high schools are-much in evidence and communications good
and there is often a large sprinkling of returned emigrants, people
are beginning to listen to political talk, sometimes to their hurt, as
we saw in Amritsar, where in 1930, when the civil disobedience
movement was at its height, five or six Sikh villages got into trouble
for not paying their land revenue.? Very few daily newspapers
penetrate to the village—this’ need not be regrettedd—but their
contents are often read out to those who are unable to read, and as
interest increases, this practice will no doubt spread. Meanwhile
the motor bus, which sometimes penetrates further than the news-
paper, is breaking down mental as well as physical barriers.

Though the peasant as a whole is indifferent to politics, if some
guestion arises which touches his life at a sensitive point, interest
Mr. Gandni 2@y suddenly quicken, or even flare. Land revenue

and water rate arouse universal interest, and the fall
in prices has been the subject of constant discussion and often of
strong feeling. An instance of this is given om p. 29, and a year
later, when I asked a large gathering of zemindars on the banks of
the Indus, whether they had heard of Mr. Gandhi, their replies came
like a spatter of bullets. ‘ How should we not have heard?’
“He has ruined us.” ‘It is he who prevents our grain being sold.’
“If we cannot pay back the money-lender’s loans, it is his doing.’
* We want nothing from Gandhi-ji,’¢ and so forth, This is typical
of the Muslim west and north. Elsewhere, too, there are many who
genuinely believe that the economic depression is due to the civil
disobedience movement, and it must be confessed that in 1930,
when this deplorable movement was at its height, there was some
justification for the view. Personally Mr. Gandhi is regarded by
many Muslim peasants with respect, and in the east often with
admiration, and by Hindu and Sikh he is revered (to quote a well-
informed correspondent) ‘ in the remotest village and in the smallest
household ',  The general feeling was well expressed by the Hissar
money-lender who said : * Our wisdom cannot reach as high as his.”s

1 Skirt worn by Hindus.

2 8 83.

3 Cip 8

4 See p, 83, n.4.

5 p. 147
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But it is as Mahatma or saint, and not as a political leader, that he is
revered or admired.

Judging from certain reports that came to the notice of the
writer in 1932, conditions in other parts of India would not appear
to differ much from those in the Punjab. In Madras,
less than 10 per cent were reported to take any interest
in the civil disobedience movement and in the measures taken to
combat it, and in Bengal and the Central Provinces, the peasantry
were described as completely indifferent to politics and wanting only
to be left in peace. About the same time Sir Daniel Hamilton, who
has shown his sympathy with the Bengal peasant in characteristically
practical fashion by organizing an estate of many thousand acres on
co-operative lines, wrote: ‘I spend my winters among the paddy
fields of Bengal, but among my 9,000 people I know not one who
cares a paddy straw about votes.” There are two reasons for this
indifference. One is that nearly all the questions agitated in
newspapers and Council are remote from the peasant’s daily life
or touch it so indirectly that the connexion is not apparent to the
uneducated mind. The other goes deeper. Writing in 1906, Lowes
Dickinson said that his study of democracy ‘ had convinced him
that it was a menace to the poor rather than to the rich, because
the rich have the intelligence and the leisure to manipulate the
political machine, whereas the poor are too inexperienced and too
much occupied in the struggle for existence’,” or, as ithe peasant
puts it himself, in filling his belly. It is for the political scientist to
say whether this view of democracy is true or not, but it is clearly
one that should be pondered by all whose business it is to re-shape
the constitution of India and who care for the peasant ; and as one
of the latter, I venture to urge that amongst the many who are at
present competing for protection and safeguard, there is none with
stronger claim than the peasant.

India

Reconstruction—Ways and Means

It is the peasant’s financial interest that requires special
protection. Inregard to this, three propositions may be laid down ;
, firstly, that government should be carried on as
gﬁé’:”’m % economically as possible ; secondly, that of the money
raised by taxation the peasant should get the full

share to which he is entitled by his numbers and his needs; and,
thirdly, that until there is a substantial rise in prices, he should not
be required, either directly or indirectly, to pay more than he has

* E. M. Forster, Goldsworihy Lowes Dickinson (1934), 90.
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paid in any ol the last three ycars' for the general purposes of
government.

No one is likely 1o dispute the first of these proposilions. Yet
who with any knowledge of village life could not point out some
substantial economies that could be made to the peasant’s advantage
and withoul prejudice to the public good ? One or two examples
have already been given, and others could be added, but the con-
ditions under which this book is necessarily written forbid this.
One generally accepted fact may, however, be emphasized : demo-
cratic government on western lines is expenswe government. If,
therefore, it is to be introduced into T poor counfry like Indfa, it is
the bounden duty of all concerned to reduce the cost_wherever
possible and of the comparatively few who are foriunate enough
to hold a public post, whether high or low, to be content with the
market wage for their services, and in return 1o give full measure to
those they serve. . The idea of scrvice for the common good is as
much an Indian as an English ideal, but there are many public
servants who forget that they arc the servants of the public. If
only the ma;onty would remember this and act accordmgly, no one
would gain more than the peasant.

One way in which he would gain is indicated in the journal3
Another may be suggested by the following conversation, which I
had not long ago with a young Sub-Assistant Surgeon,
who was in charge of a rural dlspensary inn the hils,
and I repeat it because it illustrates a common mental attitude
amongst officials (there are many exceptions), which prevents the
peasant getting full value for the taxes that he now pays with such
difficulty.

‘ Do you tour much in these hills ? * I asked.

" I never tour unless anyone sends for me.’

¢ And does that often happen ? ’

‘ Hardly ever : the people are too poor. Only one person is
rich enough to pay the fees.’

‘ But do you only go when you are paid ?’

‘ Yes, that is the rule.’

* Surely, there must be many in these hills who are too ill to
come to the dispensary ?’

¢ A true word, but in that case someone comes for medicine
and brings a list of those who want it, and I send it to them.’

‘ But do you never go and see them in their villages ? °

Service

1 In these years he has been granited substantial remissions of taxes,
see p. 225, 1.3,

2 Cf, p. 237.

3 p 215
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* There is no order,’

‘ Then do you attend only those who come to see you ?’

“ Yes, that is the rule. No one ever tours.’

* But could you not do great good, if you visited the villages
round ?  When we tour, many bring the Memsahib their sick,’

‘ Yes, there are many sick, but there is no rule that one should
see them.’

‘ In these things should you look to the codes for your rules ?
There must also be times when you are dull and have too little to do.’

‘ Yes, often. Last year I got leave, but this year I shall have
to stay.’

‘ Then why not amuse yourself by visiting a village every day
or every other day. You would get exercise-—are you not getting
a little fat ?—and keep fit, and time would pass quickly, and your
heart would be happy.’

‘It is a good plan, and I will do it.’

“If you do, all the people will bless you and weep when you
leave.

The story requires only one comment. Though he did not
tour, the Sub-Assistant Surgeon was popularly regarded as a good
dogtor. So little does the village expect of the ordinary Government
servant.

The second proposition will also be readily accepted in theory,
but there is even more danger of its being ignored in practice. One

thinks of the enormous subsidies made in the past to
The peasant’s the steel industry, at one time greater than the total
:&x;‘?gsthe vamount spent by all Governments in India, Central

and Provincial, on the agricultural development of the
country,’ and of the large sums spent upon secondary and collegiate
education, from which the townsman has benefited much more than
the peasant. The peasant’s numbers alone would justify two-
thirds? of {he revenues of the country being spent upon him, and his
needs, viewed from any modern standpoint, give the claim irresistible
force. India might well adopt Turkey’s new motto : ‘ The Master
of this country is the Peasant,’3

If it did so, there would be no danger of the third proposition
being violated ; namely, that not one anna more should be taken from
s lsdt of the peasant for the general purposes of government
taxation than has been taken in any of the last three years.

If anyone doubts the truth of this, let him study the

* Peasant (second edition), 176

* In India, 67 per cent of the population live by the ¢ exploitation of
animals and vegetation’ (Census, 296). In the Punjab, the corresponding

pexcentage is 63} (Punfab Gensus, 214).
3 Ber article in The Times, dated 28 October 1034,
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figures given on pp. 268-g and 349. That ihe peasant has so far
struggled through the economic depression without actual collapse
tis because, on the one hand, he has drawn upon his reserves and
reduced his standard of living, and because, on the other, Govern-
ment has remitted large sums of land revenue and water rate and
the money-lender has not pressed him unduly for the repayment of
his loans. But now his reserves are largely exhausted, and his
standard of living cannot be reduced any further without impairing
his energies. In considering fresh taxes, too, it must be remembered
that in the field of taxation © agriculturists are compelled to accept
the conditions imposed on them : they cannot pass on to others the
burden of the charges they have to carry '.*

Yet ‘ the people’s needs, not their tongues, do loudly call’. 1In
the Punjab, only 1o per cent of the males (aged five years and over)
, . can read and wrile and less than 2 per cent of the
n;%: people’s  females, and in the case of boys the number at school

is not only not keeping pace with the increase in the
population, but is actually declining. So, too, with members of
agricultural credit socicties* In the field of agriculture, litfle
progress can be expected until holdings are consolidated, and
though, as we have seen,3 almost miraculous results have been
achieved through Co-operation, only about 500,000 acres have been
consolidated since 1921, when the work began, and there are
millions more to be done. In the sphere of health, one need only
recall the 200,000 mothers in India who die every year in childbirth
and the 179 infants out of every 1,000 who die in the Punjab before
they complete their first year.4 One of the country’s most crying
needs is more women doctors, yet in the Punjab accommodation for
medical students is so limited that every year ' more and more
women candidates find it difficell to secure admission’. The
Punjab Government admits that a separate medical school for
women should be established as soon as possible, but says nothing
about the provision of funds; and in regard to another proposal,
of equal importance to women, it writes:—' The scheme for the
provision of a women’s hospital at every district headquarters
and of a section for women at most of the tahsil headquarters
hospitals is unlikely for financial reasons, to be realized for a
very long time.’S

* League of Nations, op. cit., vol. 1, 62.

# Ca-0p. Soc. Rpt. (1933), 25.

3 pp. 202, 245.

4 pp. 281, 311. In British India, in 1930, the number was 181.

5 Hospulals Rpt. (1032), 243. InIndia, in 1931, medical colleges contained
only 235 women students (O'Malley,; India’s Socral Heritage (1934), 165).
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It is these ‘ financial reasons’ which, since the fall in prices,
have brought nearly all reconstruction processes to a standstill.
And considered in terms of Secretarial codes and
orthodox finance, they oppose an insuperable obstacle
to development on any scale. Yet development is
essential, if only to bring India inio line with post-war standards
elsewhere, and with the great development that is being attempted
in such different countries as Italy, Turkey, and Russia. The
example of Russia is of particular moment, for in many ways its
conditions resemble India’s, and whatever one’s political views, one
must admit that an immense effort is being made, greater than any
in history, to improve the conditions of life for over Too million
peasants. Whether the effort will succeed or fail is not yet clear,
but meanwhile it is a challenge to all Governments that have to deal
with the problem of ignorance, poverty, and waste on a large scale to
bestir themselves to the utmost. In saying this, I intend no
advocacy of Russian method and pace. No true cec-operator will
approve the strong element of compulsion so ruthlessly applied by
the U.5.8.R. to those who would take a line of their own ; nor will
anyone who knows the peasant, or even human nature, believe too
readily that men can be reformed in the mass by five-year plans.
‘What India needs is, firstly, a twenty-five year plan, backed by men
who have studied the village and are prepared 10 ‘ bring forth fruit
with patience ' ; and secondly, a stcady flow of money 1o finance
the plan.

It is this last that concerns us here. The combination of
prolonged depression with necessary, but far too expensive,
political reform makes the financing of any plan commensurate with
the people’s needs a matter of exceptional difficulty. All ways,
therefore, great and small, must be explored. In doing this, I shall
confine myself mainly to the Punjab, since it is my theme and the
sphere of my very limited knowledge. It will be for those who have
knowledge of other provinces lo say how far what follows can be
applied elsewhere.

My first proposal is one suggested by my tours. Again and
again we came across public works, costing sometimes over

Rs. 10,000, which had been undertaken by villages on
f:g_‘&ﬂg;:g their own initiative and at their own expense :

drinking wells, tanks, mosques, temples, clubs, and
even village lanes which had been paved.! These things were being
done by the peasant cheerfully for the simple reason that he wanted
them. The lesson is, when the peasant wants a thing sufficiently,
he is prepared to pay forit. If in the past he has not been prepared

* Cf.pp.93, 165,176,178, In Jullundur 70 villages have paved their lanes.

Russia's
challenge
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1o pay for most of the beneficent activitics of Government, il is
partly because Government has been willing to pay {or them itsclf,
and parily because they have not always been in keeping with the
needs of the village.* Matters might be very different if, on the one
side, Governmenti refused to pay for certain things (e.g. school
buildings) or bear more than part of their cost, and if, on the other,
the village were asked to pay only for schemes it wanted. One of
these is the consolidation of holdings. This work is of the utmost
importance to the agricultural development of ihe country and till
a year ago had been carried on at the expense of Government.
When prices fell, Government found itself obliged to reduce its statf,
and in time villages which wanted consolidation came {o realize that
they might have to wait indefinitely if they did not pay part of the
cost. The result last year was the raising of Rs. 16,000.> The
co-operative movement affords another and even better example.
One-third of its tolal annual cost, 15} lakhs, is borne by co-
operaiors.3 One more instance may be given. In 1932, the Junior
Members of the Red Cross Society in the Punjab raised a lakh,
* mostly by sacrifice of their pocket money *, to provide their poorer

class-fellows with medicines and spread information about health.*
My second proposal is a tax, not for the general purposes of
Government, but for the special purpose of village reconstruction.
The tax suggested is a small cess un all wheat, cotton,

A ]:ESS on oilseeds, and gram despatched by rail from a Punjab
:fm?at’ eottod, narket. An analogy for this may be found in the

cess levied on cotton for the improvement of cotton
cultivation, Even if the cess were only one anna per bag in the
case of wheat, oilseed, and gram, and one anna a maund in the case
of ginned cotton, it would probably yield over 1o lakhs a year.
This amount, less the cost of collection, should be ear-marked for
expenditure upon village reconstruction, and its allocation should
be done by a board on which every important village interest,
peasant as well as landowner, should he represented. The cess
proposed is so small that it would probably be carried by the
middleman, and even if he passed it on to the producer, the latter
would scarcely feel it.
My third proposal is also a tax, but one that affects the whole
of India. From 1 October 1931, to 30 June 1934, gold {o the
value of 200 crores was exported from India. Had
Atazongold 410 hean subject to an export tax of only T per cent,

1 Cf. pp. 157, 200.

z Co-op. Soc. Bpt. (1933), 35-

3 In 1932-33, Govemmer'tt contribuled 10+39 lakhs, excluding the cost of
ils consolidating staff (ibid.,, 3).

+ Indian Red Cross Svciety Rpt. (1932), 40.
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the yield would have been iwo crores, and the whole of this
miglt ruast properly have been set aside for village recoustruction,
since, if the Punjab is any guide, most of it probably comes from the
village. Is it now too late to tap the stream? It is still flowing
strongly---88 crores went in the last twelve months —and it may well
continue for another year or two, If so, a tax of I or 2 per cent
mmght stiil yield a crore or two, and if tnis were disiributed according
{o the origin of che gold,* the Puujab would gel many lakhs. The
tax would fall very lightly on the peasant, for, again judging by
the Punjab, he can huve little gold left to seill; and so far as the
tax fell on the town-dweller, it could be regarded as a small set-off
for the large sums spent upon him in the past.

My last proposal 1s more novel and can be explained only in the
briefest terms.  In 1931, I expressed the opmicn that, if Government
could nei find ithe funds to extend Co-operation as
recommended by the Punjab Banking Enquiry
Commuttee, they should be borrowed.? This is not
a proposal that is likely to commend itselt to those who have been
trained in the Victorian school of finance, but it is in line with the
new schiool of economists led by Mr. j. M. feynes. According to
the orthodox, apart fiom he exigencies of war, borrowing by the
State is legitimate only for productive objects which will bring in a
direct and ascertainable 1eturn sufficient to cover the interest charges
and repay the loan by a more or less fixed date. But according to
1ae new school of economists, it is also legitimate to borrow for
productive schemes which may be expecied (o mcrease the general
wealtin of the countey Dy more ihau the atmount borrowed plus the
interest chaiges, even though the amount of ihe increase cannot be
accurately detertined 4l the lime of borrowing, This view is based
upon the general principie thai no couniiy’s tesources can be fully
developed without considerable expenditure by Government, and
e development expenditure should be met out of capital and not
out of incume. For the interest charges and for the repayment of
the loan, if repayimient by a fixed dale is considered necessary,3 it is
sufficient tou rely pinmanly uwpon the increased returns that existing
taxes will yieid under the operation of the new wealth created, and
to a lesser extent upon the increased tax-paying capacity of the
pevple. Whetier a scheme for which borrowing is suggested is
likely tu produce sufficient weaith of tae type indicated is a matter
for expert judgement based upon careful enquiry into the prospects
ot the scheme,

Raconstraction
by loan

t Se¢ g, 32I.
# Pagsant, 293.
3 1t is for consideration whether such a loan need he terminable,
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We may now take a concrete example to show what is meant.
Since the consolidation of holdings started in the Punjab, 1,741 new
wells have been sunk and 352 rescued from disuse, and in one village
the area under cultivation rose from 615 to 1,372 acres and the
annual land revenue from Rs. 2,059 to Rs. 2,938.2 For this village
at least it would have been legitimate, even according o the orthodozx,
to borrow the sum required for consolidation. But in most cases
the return is less obvious, and in judging it an economist of the new
school would look much beyond the increase in land revenue. He
would consider the financial effects of consolidation not only upon
the village butl upon the neighbourhood. He would note the rise
in rents and wages, the income earned by those who sunk the wells,
the increase in the local shopkeepers’ sales due to the increased
purchasing power of their customers, and the addition to the income-
tax, and perhaps even to customs due to larger purchases of piece-
goods. Thebenefil to the State from these different sources, in terms
of a single village, would of course be microscopic ; but it would be
very different if 10 million acres were consolidated. The benefits
of consolidation are now so widely appreciated that, granted the
necessary funds, there is no reason why this area should not be
consolidated in twenty-five years ; and the whole might be done for
a crore, part of which wonld be coniributed by the villages con-
cerned.® The result would probably be to put the east of the
province on a different plane of living, perhaps even 1o change its
face; for there would probably be an enormous increase in fruit-
growing, for which this region is admirably snited.

The same arguments may be used in support of a loan for
agricultural research. It is estimated that even at current prices the
improved varieties of cane and wheat discovered by the Agricultural
Department add 85 lakhs a year to the cultivator’s income in the
Punjab 3 and if cotton were included, the amount would exceed a
crore. In the case of Co-operation, it is less easy to prove statisti-
cally that there would be a sufficient increase of wealth to justify
borrowing., But in the Punjab, where all good judges consider it a
capital asset of the greatest value, the strongest possible case could
be made out for it on general grounds. For, as we have seen, it is
the only sure way by which interest rates, which are higher than ever,
can be lowered, compound interest abolished, and credit controlled.
And it is the best means of teaching the peasant the use of money,

I Co-op. Soc Rpt. (1933), 35, .

2 In the three years ending 1932-33, 195,000 acres have been consolidated
at a cost of Ra. 1-14 per acre: this means that well over 5 mullion acres could
be consolidated for a crore. Actually, as the work proceeds, the cost per acre

shoyld diminish, especially if the legislation now contemplated 15 passed.
3 Agricl, Rpt, (Punjab, 1932), 2, 5.
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without which any return of prosperity is likely to be ephemeral.
The present position is that, instead of following the recommenda-
tion of the Banking Enquiry Committee, which they described as
the most important of all their recommendations, namely, that
‘every effort should be made to establish co-cperative credit in
every village fit and willing to have a sociely within the shoriest
possible period compatible wich safety’,® Government has reduced
its financial assistance to ilie movement by zo per cent.* This is
hardly the way to Geal with the difficuli question of debt.

The proposal to raise a reconstruction loan is likely to be
condemned because it is novel and without precedent. But the
situation 1 India is also without precedent: a population of 360
millions, of wnich less than 10 per cent are lilerate, is about to
embark on the hazardous course of deinocracy and self-government,
and meanwhile the depression has doubled tlie burden of debt and
reduced the standaid of hving to the pre-war level. In a sense,
precedeni may abnost be said to exist. In the perilous days of the
war India contributed £roo millions to its cost without considering
too carefully how and when the loan would be 1epaid, These days
too are not without their perdl, for the world is full of explosive
forves aud In the hearts of the people are yearnings such as have
never been there belore. A ieconstruction loan would have several
advaufages uver lhe war loan. First and foremost, it would he
productive, Secondly, it would be an internal loan and be mainly
spent in the country. Tairdly, it could probably be raised at less
than 4 per cem,” aud, fally, it would give employment to many
e mabiiculales and graduates. And one more point may be
vrged.  The moment Is particularly auspicious for a big constructive
effoil, The changes contemplated in the political sphere demand
{or their success a corresponding change in the social and economic
spheres, and, if leadersnip is good, they night well provide the
necessary momentum,

Cu the geueral aspects of reconstruction little need be said.
The salient points aie now clear: for example, the necessity of

leatmg the village as a whole, the need for a wide
fgﬁiﬁfﬁﬁﬁgﬁs extension of primary education supported by welfare
tion work in the home, and the importance of continuity
in poncy and effort. The lack of continuity is one
reason wly so littie came of the effort made in jhelum,* and if the
effort made in Moga has been more fruitful. it 15 because it was on

+ Rpt (1930), 107.

® Co-op, Soc, Bpt., 1933, 2

3 The last Gavernament loan was floated {June 1934) at 3+ 65 per cent,
4 See chapters iii and iv,
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so modest a scale that each Sub-Divisional Officer in turn found it
possible to continue it and do his ordinary work as well.® The
appointment of a Commissioner for Rural Reconstruction should
mitigate the difficulty. As to other points, the importiance of
Co-operation in the field of credit has been sufficiently emphasized.
In other fields it is also important, for in the future, as in the past,
some form of collectivism is likely to be needed to maintain the
integrity of village life. This is also a reason for developing the
panchayat, a measure which is strongly advocated in the journal.?

On two points the trend of the times suggests the need for a
word of caution. On my first tour I wrote of the dangers of
propaganda.3 In a world that has seen the rise of a
third great propagandist state, they are even greater
to-day than they were then. More akin to advertise-
ment than to teaching, propaganda should be used as sparingly as
possible and never as * dope *.  The Risaldar of Lilla was right when
he remarked that change ‘ will only last if it is in people’s hearts .4
For this teaching is ihe only way, and to be effective it must be the
teaching of the individual rather than of the mass. That time, and
money too, may be spent as fruitfully as possible, the natural leaders
of the people should be sought out in each tract and converted to
the new light, and afi the same time they should be consulted as to
the old. I melmany of them on my two tours, and to see their work
was to realize the possibilities of the future. If instructed and
encouraged, they will provide the yeast that is needed to make the
new order rise oul of the old. For in the long run it is personality,
not authority, that tells, That is why the Arimy has an imporiant
part to play in village reconsiruction. It is the best school the
village has for the training and development of personality, and it
is in its power, if it will only use it, to enlist every man that passes
through ils ranks in the new army required to fight the forces of
ignorance, prejudice, and waste.

The other point is pace. I have quoted the example of Russia
more than once, and if I quote it again it is by way of warning.
The pace there has been tremendous, and by all
accounts it has led to the most appalling waste.5 This
is one reason why a twenty-five and not a five-year plan is snggested.

Propaganda
and teaching

Paco of reform

t See pp. 1316-18. Mr. Brayne was only eighteen months in Jhelum and
his successor, a very junior officer, was there only a year, and for various
reasons—the Kashmir disturbances were a serious pre-occupation—he had
1o gtve his whole time to ordinary administrative work, The case shows how
difficult it is Lo secure continurty of effort without some spectal organization

2 Pp. 142-43.

3 Rusticus, 157.

4 i 39.

5 Wicksteed, op. cit., 50 also ¢f. p. 201, 1 7.
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Tt took the best part of twenty-five years to eslablish Co-operation
in the Puynjab,® and it will take another fifteen years to give
effect to the proposals of the Banking Enquiry Committee. Such
success as has been achieved would not have been possible had the
pace been forced. More than once, indeed, it became too fast, and
cach time it involved a step backwards and much labour to sei
things right. In some parts of India there has nol been the same
discretion, and partial collapse followed. For reconstruction a long
view is needed and great patience.?

On my last tour I asked many educated men of village origin
whether they would rather live in the town or in the village. The
more sophisticated preferred the town on account of
its superior facilities for schools, doclors, and society;
and the less sophisticated the village, claiming that it
was healthier and that the people, though rougher, were simpler
and more straightforward. Religion, too, was less communal so
more genuine, ‘In the village,” said one who loved his home,
‘ there is simplicity and good fellowship (hamdardz), and one lives
with one’s brotherhood. I have had to leave my children at home,
and I can be certain that they will be cared for. I need not even
have a watchman. In the town this would be impossible. There,
only the police and the fire brigade look afler you, and neighbours
do not come to your marriages, and when you die, only the doctor
knows. In the village, neighbours take part in everything,’ This
man understood the value of personal relationships, that they mean
more than the mere social contacts of the town. As a well-known
writer says, ‘ Towns are excrescences, grey fluxions, where men,
hurrying to find one another, have lost themselves.’3

But there are two features which are apt to make village life
insupportable to the educated, however unsophisticated he may be.
These are faction and dirl. Villages vary greatly in
both respects. In the east they are much dirtier ithan
in the west, and sometimes their state suggests a vast
dunghill. On the other hand, in the west, when the cattle are

Town versus
village

Faction and
dirt

* The first society was registered in 1906.

2 1 have said nothing about the Rural Community Councils, for, with one
or two exceptions, I heard little that was good about any of them. At that
time they depended entirely upon such interest as the deputy commissioner
was able to fake in {hem, and few deputy commissioners could spare much
time for them. They met very spasmodically and their proceedings were
gererally of the most perfunctory character. The appointment of Mr. Brayne
as Commissioner for Rural Reconstruction will no doubt put life into them.

3 E, M. Forster, The Longest Journey, 336.
+ Cf. 1. 8g.
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tethered outside,® they arc often clean and sometimes spoiless, In
the east, too, clean villages arc found side by side with dirty ones.?
The problem, therefore, should not be insoluble,

Faction is more difficult {o cope with. To what lengths it may
go we saw passing through Amritsar and the Salt Range.3 There
men will murder their enemies in broad daylight, as they sleep at
their wells or plough in their fields. Fortunately, outside a few
unhappy tracts, it is only in 5 to 10 per cent of the villages where
men bite and devour each other openly and occasionally crack each
other’s skulls, and in 20 to 25 per cent there is no faction at all.
In the remainder, it is as with most small societies where there is
too litile breeding or charity : there is much backbiling but litile
open quarrelling. The smaller villages fare betier than the larger,
where, to serve their own ends, ambitious rivals often form iheir
neighbours into parties ; and those fare best of all which belong to a
good landlord, since it is an important function of the landlord
everywhere to settle disputes. Much the worst are those where
some old feud leads 1o repeated murder and a continual standing on
guard, In considering how this should be dealt with in the Salt
Range, I suggested that the best remedy was a wide extension of
education, especially amongst girls.4 But this will take time, and
as the problem is urgent, it is further suggested that a small com-
mittee should be appointed to examine old feuds and fix such terms
or compensation as would end them. This was recently done in
Palestine, where feud and faction were even more destructive than
in the Salt Range, and it is claimed that the number of feuds was
greatly reduced.s

Throughout this chapter I have spoken of reconstruction. But
what the village needs is less to be reconstructed than to be recon-
ditioned. My journals will have been written in vain
if they have not made it clear that in the Punjab the
village is still a living organism, as full of wisdom as of
waste and as much illuminated by the oid light as any town is by
the new. Like the pipal tree that often guards its approaches, this
wisdom is deeply rooted in the soil of the past, and if it is not worm-
eaten by custom or withered by faction, it is the best guardian of the
village, By its side the wisdom of the new age is a mere sapling,
which has still to show that it can take root and stand up against
drought, dust-storm, and flood. Its weakness is that hitherto its

The village a
living organism

% Rusticus, 219.

# Cf. pp. 52, 117, 151, 155.
3 pp. 41, 45, 78, 80, 95.

4 P47

3 Bentwick, op. cil,, 176.
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nursery has been the town, and the soil and ways of the {own are
very different from those of the village. It is to the village, there-
fore, that we must look for its regeneration, and to the peasant that
we must go to ascertain its needs and desires. And it is the peasant,
too, whom we must inspire to plan and lead The townsman may
be quicker, cleverer, smarter, richer, but the peasant has one
advantage which outweighs all these. ‘ He has the unconscious
depth of character of all who live and labour much in the open air, in
constant fellowship with the great companions—with the earth and
the sky and the fire in the sky."

T George Russell {A. L.), The National Bewng, 20



APPENDIX

Note on the One-Plough Holding (1934)

For some years the Punjab Board of Economic Enquiry has
been publishing the accounts of a number of farms in ten different
districts in the province.r The publications are amongst the most
interesting and valuable issued by the Board and contain carefully
recorded figures for both canal and well-irrigated land. For
purposes of comparison with those given for a rectangle of 25 acres
in Chapter X1I* and for a one-plough holding in Chapter XIII3 the
figures for the 3 years ending 1932-3 may be summarized as
follows :—

Average estirnated cash relurn per acrve
(" on the assumption that the whole land belonged to the cultivators and no
permanent labour was employed ').4

Gross Net

Rs. Rs.

Canal-irrigated (178 acres held in 1933) .. .. 33-15 13-14
Well-irrigated (432 acres held in 1933) .. .. 35-14 13-2

Net return has been calculated by deducting Government and local
dues, customary payments to village servants, and out-of-pocket
costs of production (i.e. seed, implements, manure, casual labour,
and upkeep of bullocks), but nothing on account of the cultivator’s
own labour,

In comparing these figures with those given in the journal twa
points should be borne in mind: (a) the canal irrigated area does
not include any land in the Nili Bar; and (b) the figures given on
pages 252-4 for gross income do not include fodder or cotton.s
The three years taken arc all years of economic depression, The
figures for the two years before 1930-1 are much more favourable,’
thus —

Netincome per acre

Rs.
Canal-irrigated land (156 acres) .. .. 28-15
Well-irngated land (427 acres) .. e 255

I See more especially Farm Accounis in the Punjab, 1932-3, published
in 1934.

% pp. 2234,

3 pp. 252-4.

4 Ibid., p. xiii (figures for the Risalewala Farm excluded).

5 p. 252, LY.

& Ibid., xiii.
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On this a family with a one-plough holding can just meet the most
necessary demands; but with the income per acre given above a
two-plough holding is needed, or some other source of income such
as military service. The fall in prices, in fact, would appear to have
made it impossible for the one-plough holding—a matter of only
6 or # acres in the case of well-irrigated land and of 12 or 13 in the
case of canal land to meet anything beyond the barest necessities of
a family, and it is doubtful whether il can do even this.* If correct,
this is an important conclusion, since most of the cultivaiors in the
province have only one-plough holdings,* and current prices arc if
anything lower than in 1931-2.3

T According to a xecent book (Tiltman, Peasans Ewrope, 1934) peasant
candjtions in eastern and central Europe are as bad if not warse : for mstance,
in Poland and the Balkans ' ihe most popular form of negotiable currency’ is
eggs (p- z0). Even of Canada it was said in 1931 : * At the present level of

prices . . . there is just available a bare subsistence for the weslern
farmers ' (Economist, 18 April 1931).
2 p.252,0 2.
3 Wholesale harvest prices per maund have ruled as follows (ibid., ij:—
Wheat Gur Cotton
American Country
Rs, Rs. Rs. Rs.
1928-9 . . .. 46 6-2 13-2 10
1929-30 . . . 32 6-5 8-15 6-15
1930-1 . . R ) 4-2 50 4-7
19312 ce . 2T 3-13 6-10 5-7
1932-3 . 2-1% 2-12 6-14 5-10

13 Maxrch, 1934' {at L.y'allpuf)- 2 3 7 4-10



AXkéli

Anna
Bajra
Bania

Bir
Béréni
Bardt

Birddari

Burga

Chaddar
Cbahwela

Chak
Chamdr
Chapati
Charpoy
Charsa
Chick
Chilkdna
Chowpal
Chula
Crore

D4l
Dharmsala
Dhoti

Durry

Fakir

Ghi
Gtowshala
Gram
@ranthi
Granth Sahib
Gujar

GLOSSARY

the tenth Sikh Guru gave the name to his followers as being
men who would not hesitate to give their lives for the service
of religion. Itis mow used to signify the stricter and more
ardent followers of the Sikh religion.

one-sixteenth of a rupee,

spiked millet (holeus spicatus).

the most important trading caste in the southern Punjab :
also applied generally to any Hindu shopkeeper, but in that
case not spelt (in this book) with a capital.

table-land between two rivers.

land entirely dependent upon rain.

the bridegroom’s party when he escorts the bride to his house.

labour given in lieu of a cash payment, cf. corvee,

literally brotherhood, but applied to all who have common
family ties, however distant.

white cotton cloak with hood worn by Muslim purdah-nishin
ladies to conceal them from head to foot: the hood has
eye-holes.

a cotton sheet worn like a plaid.

literally butter-milk time, i.e. the first meal, at which butter-
milk is usually drunk.

canal colony village.

a tanner.

a girdle cake of unleavened bread,

a wooden bed covered with netted string or webbing (newar).

a leather bucket (with rope) used for drawing up water.

blind of split reed to keep out fies.

the discount retained by a money-lender when making a loan.

meeting hall of the village or of part of it

a fire-place made of mud-plastered earth,

100 lahks, i.e. 10 million rupees; at 1s, 6d. to ihe rupee,
worth £750,000.

pulse boiled with spice.

Hindu or Sikh place of worship.

a cloth tied round the waist and hanging down to the knees
with the ends passed between the legs and fastened at the
back.

cotton carpet.

Muslim ascetic.

clarified butter.

almshouse for aged or infirm cattle,

a pulse (cicer ariefinum).

Sikh priest.

the Sikh Bible,

a semi-pastoral tribe, partly Hindu, partly Muslim,
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Gur
Gurdwira
Guru
Hakim

Tuzatb

Jal
Jand
Jaugal

Jat
Jatni
Jawir
Kachha

Kamin
Kanél

Khaddar
Kharif
Kharuri

Kikar

Lak
Lambardar
Malix

Maulvi
Maund
Wirdsi

Mureed
Musaiu
Nauich
Nawéb

Nikah
Panch
Fanchayat
Pathan

Patwari
Phulkari
Froe

Pie

Eipal

Pir
Piri-mursedi

GLOSSARY

unrefined sugar,

a Sikh place of worship.

a, religious teacher.

a doctor practising the Yunani system of medicine : generally,
but not always, a Muslim.

a word for which there » no precise English equivalent
denoting, objectively, social position, and subjectively,
ainour propre,

Salvadora olevides.

prosupis spivigera

uncultnvated land winh vegelaiion noi necessarily either thick
or tropical ‘jungle’,

the largest tribe in the Punjab, uumbering aboutl 5 millions.

a Jat woman.

great millet (hoclus sorghum).

applied to a house not made of stone or burnt bricks; the
opposite of pukka.

iiteraily menial, commonly applied to the village servant,

generally one-eighth of an acre, bul in some districts one-ninth
or iess.

homespun cloth.

tihe auntnmn harvest,

the most important Hindu trading and banking caste in the
Tunjab

Asasia arabica.

00,000 rupees; at 1s, 6d. to the rupee, worth £7,500,

village headman.

a Muslim title of respect common amongst zemindars of
posilion in certain districts, notably Shahpur.

one learned in the Musiim scriptares.

82:28 lb.

village minsirel and often cook,

the follower of a pir.

a sweeper whose family has been converted to Islam.

dancing and singing.

a Muslim title of distinction implying both position and
wealth,

the marriage verse read at a Muslim marriage.

member of a panchayat.

a Doard for settling village questions or disputes.

a iuslim tribe of great importance in the Frontier province
and, thougn not very mumerous in the Punjab, much
conmidered.

a village accountant.

ewbroidercd hanging.,

one-iparth of an anna,

12 pi8s make ope anna.

Fiwus religiosa.

3 Muslim rengious leader,

literally to play the part of pir to mureeds ; i.e. o tour and
coitect alms from followers in return for charms.



Pukka

Purdah
Rabi
Rectangle

Roti
Rupee
Sadhu
Sag
Sahukar
Sardar

Saree

Sarson.
Seer
Settlement

Seyyed
Shariat
Shastras
Shisham
Sirkar
Square

Tahsil
Tamasha
Zail
Zaildar
Zemindar

GLOSSARY 353

as applied to a road, metalled ; as applied to a house, made of
stone or burnt bricks.

lilerally a veil; metaphorically, concealment.

the spring harvest.

the unit of measuremeni in the later canal colonies and
measuring 25 acres : cf. square.

literally bread, but includes everything that is ealen with it.

valued throughout the book at 1s. 6d.

a Hindu who professes to be an ascetic.

boiled greens, made of the leaves of rape, gran, etc.

professional money-lender.

a title of respect implying some position, very common
amongst, but not confined to, Sikhs.

dress worn by Hindu ladies, like a narrow shawl, but long
enough to envelop the whole figure and make any other
dress unnecessary.

rape, Brassica campesivis var. glavca.

one-fortieth part of a maund, about 2 Ib.

the periodic revision of the land revenue assessment, made
district by district.

a Muslim tribe claiming descent from the Prophet.

the canon law of Islam.

the holy books of the Hindus.

Dalbergia sissu,

Government,

the unit of measnrement in ihe older canal colonies and
measuring 278 acres; cf. rectangle.

a section of a district,

a mixture of show and jollification.

a group of villages at the head of which is a zaildar.

the headman of a zail.

{as used in the Punjab) a landowner, however small.

28x
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Canada, 350 (%.).
Canal, and well-irrigated land com-
pared, 349.
colonies, 17, I9, 33, 128, 263,
267, 309-10, 315, 318, 320-2;
corruption in, 2i5-:8; hard-
ships 1n, 213, in the Nil Bés,
206 fl.; settlement in, 214,
219-22.
outlets, 210,
% €znals, 155, 165, 167.
effect of, 15-16, 22, 71, 154-5, 310,
%ee Irmgation, Lower Chenab,
Lower Jhelum, Watler-logging.
Capuchin Tathers, 56.
Card-playing, 29:.
Carpenters, 263, 266. See Artisans.
Cauting, 183, 208, 322,
Casly, 17-18, 1871, 198, 248-9, 266,
% " 315, 32I. Yes Rupees famine.
n Raste, 88, 139-40, 233, 258, 261, 271.
jastraiion, 21, 151, T58-g and (n.)

» Gattle, aimshouses for aged, 129 (n.)

“ DYres, I45.

brecding, 73, 84 (n.), 135, 153-9,
167, I1Go, 181.

dcaling, 45, 99-100, 322,

disease, 67, 145, I5¢-00.

fairs, 181 and {n.}, 18a.

{feeding, 39, 94. See Fodder,

herding, 15.

in Rohiuk, 171-4.

and raligion, 180.

thieves, 14, 13, I7.
See Caslravion, Bulls, Hissar,
Dhanni.

Chakwal, 26y (a.}.

Central pank, 130.

Central India, 72 (n.), 311.

Central Provinces, 336.

Cham4rs, 140, 150-1, 167-8, 188-g,
203, 244, 230, 26I-2, 265-0,
273-5, 287

Chamberlim, W. H,,
323 ().

Chapatiy, zgc, 192,

Character and finance, 103, 108-9,
323.

Charras. Ses Cantle discase, Magic,

S};,ells.
Chggloy, 287 and (n.).
A Gifarsd, 194, 200-1.
hawinda Union, 104 (n.).

Chomist, 8.

Chenab, 12, 13.

Cheque books, 183, 210-11,
Chhachl, 327 (#.}-

quoted,
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Chickens.  Sve Poaltry.
Chielf Comuussioner, 202, See
Aciaioistration.
Childbirth. See Birth.
Chuldren, 1yo.
co-operative society for, 79.
how many ? 193-4, 235, 257, 312,
See Birth control.
and parents, 257.
training of, 70, 2434, 313.
See Boys, Education, Girls,
Schools,

Co-operalive societies, in army, 331
and (n.).
inspections of, see Vallage banks.
moneylenders and, 102, 250.
trained staffs of, 143.
See  Children, Commission
shops, Village banks, Womer.
Corruption, zor, 215-18. See
,Embezzlemant.

»(ig\smetlcs, 236, 289.
(

cton, 137, 155, 205, 120, £23-4,
247, 251-%, 254 (B.), 299, 343-

Childleszness, 286, 294.
China, 18 {x.}, 43, 50, L0GC.
Choa, 35.
' CHowpals, 176-7, 253-4.
Chitistians, 8 and (».), 78, 81, 111,
119, 258-9, 265,
Christmas cards, &35.
Chrisl's family. 272 (n.).
Churning. Ses Woinen's work.
Circumcision, 20-1, 2062,
Civil disobedience, 28, 154, 335-6,

price of, 2, 5, 163, 169 (n.), 184,
222 (m.), 200 (n.), 315. 330

sale of, 27, 3o0.

tax on, 19, 22, 34I.

Courtesy of Punjab peasant, 6.
Cows, 157-G, 161, 157-8, 180-2, 180,
sacred, 179, 184, 197, 202,
Cred:, and depression, 322 (%)
contraction cf, 313.

co-vperative, 325.
casy, 122-4, zo8.

245 (n].
Cleanliness, 42-3, 52, 72, 117, 144
and (7.}, 151, 155, 230 (n.}, 255,
265, See San:tation, Houses.
Clothes, 79, 173, 1¥4, 102, 205, 258,
289, 305. See Brides, rlome-
spun.
Collectiviem, 345.
Coloaizat.on Officer, 215, 230-2.
Comnussicn ageats, 27, 30, 127-5,
74, 182, 20%-8, 319,
shops, 123 30, 26/,
Communalism, 8, 38.
Congress, 27, 186, 165.
and flag-march, 83.
Consolidation  See Holdings.
Coohe, Jat as, 183.
Co-operation 25 (#.), v7, 85, 125 (# ).
202, 269 (n.), 323-5, 3413, 345-
Dar 1o, 324-5.
benefits of, 123-4.
Hindu trader and, 103.
indigerous, 41, 64 -5, 165.
and jewellery, r13.
most dutoult lesson of, 301.
pionser of, 240-1.
See Arbitration, Bankiung
Unions, Better Living, Central
bank, Consolidation, Village
bauks, Women’s socielies,
Co-operative, hanking aystem, 153-
conferencea, z1.
credit, 323, 344.
finance and dcought, 175-6.
Co-operalive societies, 8, 169, 319.
and the Scarcity, 204,
caprial of, 146.

See Dobt, Intercst rates, Village
barnlks.

Cruchet work, 35.

Crops, failure of, 204, 2£5-I6.
224 (n.), 252 (n.}). Se¢e Drought.

Cultivation, in Chenab to Jhelum

district, 14-15, 17; Gurdaspur,
247, Salt Range, 42, 44, 61. See
Agricultnral progress, Fara-
ing, Implements, Seed, Plonghs.

Custom, 33, 64, 74, 163, 167, 179,
196, =10, 265, 287.

Deoeoity, ¢35, 185.
Dalimeny, 41 {n).
Dalwil, 5C.
Daska tahs.l, z48.

Daughter, expense of, gu-5-

sclling of, 135, See Bride price,
-in-law and mother-in-law, 284-6,
201-2,
Dauiatabad, z03-4.
Davies, Capt, W. G,, 33.
Debt, ancestral, 149.
and co-cperation, 124.
and fall in prices, 253,311,317-18,
327-3.
and Government, 344-
in Chenab to Thelum district, 16,
25 (%.); Gurdaspur, 248; hot
climate, 167 ; Rohtak, 194.
landlozds and, 237.
peasants” understanding of, 163.
Delhi, 279, 335-
province, zor ff,
Democracy, 140, 143-4, 166, 336-7,
3q4. See Admimstration.
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Department of Industries, 165.

Depression, 278 (1.), 321-2, 326, 335,
339-40, 344. See Prices, Slump,
Slandard of living.

Deputy Commissioners, 218, 222.

Devi, 241, 243, 245, 247.

Dhanaks, 140.

Dhanni cattle, 45, 74, 155-7, 161,
200.

Dhotis, 198, 335.

Dickinson, Lowes, 336.

Diet, 134. See Food.

Ding, 138-9, 143-4, 152.

Dirt, 189, 346-7. See Cleanliness,
Sanitation.

Disease, and poultry, 179 (u.).
curing by pir, 53; by spells, 160.

See Cattle.

District Board, 143, 181, 202. See
Administration.

Doéba, 94.

Doctors, 53, 78, 339. See Rural
dispensary.

Dogs, 2, 276-7.
Donkeys, 11, 208.
Drama, 66. See Actors.
Dress. See Clothes.
grills. See Implements.

rink, 106, 113-14.

\eﬁ?xght, in Hissar, 134, 145, 161 ;
Jhelum riverain, 67; Rohtak,
I7Y, 174-6, 183-4, 194-5, 198,
203 (n.), 253.

Ducks, at Kallar Kahar, 48,

Dugrian Harlan, 25z1.

Dujana, 181,

Dung, at Sirhali, 8g.

-cakes, 20, 27, 43, 4%, 6I, III,
116, 169, 188, 235, 270, 290.
See Fuel, Manure,
for cleaning, 255.
Dyer, 266.

Barly marriage. See Marriage.

Economic Committee of League of
Nations, 314, 323.

Economics in India, 140.

Economies during depression, 322,

330.

Education, and boys and the land,
3, 44, 56-7, 68, 70, 82, 87-8,
91, 118-9, 173-4,202,243,326-9.

and drawing of water, 330,

and jewellery, 4,

and marrage, 263, 280, 292, 208.

and village servant, 272-4.

and welfare work, 333,

and women'fs work, 290,

as remedy for feuds, 42, 47. 57,
96 ; for bribery, 218. #7571

Education, attitude to, 63, 63, §2-3

325-6,

co-, 60-1, 300.

compulsory, 82.

cost of, 327.

domestic, 284.

effect on untouchability of, 266.

female, 32, 71, 112, 188, 291, 298-
301, 305, 3I0, 312-3, 347.
See Girls’ schools.

in Russia, 325-6.

its difficulties in India, 71-2, 1635.

mental slavery imposed by, 327-3.

primary, need for, 324-5, 329-30,

344
secondary and collegiate, 329, 383.
that leads nowheie, 328-g,
See Children, Gitls, Homework,
Literacy, Matriculation, Mission
Work, Religious instruction
Schools. -
Elections, 28, 142+4, 334 and 15.).
See Voting. :
Eggs as currency, 35¢ {(#.).
Embezzlement, 128-g.
Embroidery, 35. .
Emigration from jullundur, 17, 315.
Encroachment, T4o.
England and games, 8.
English, cloth, 1z4.
language, 32, 70, 327.
paintings of, 177.
preference for, administration, 57.
See British rule.
Enquiry amongs:t peasanlry, {45,

255.
Equity in the village, 261, 274.
Europe, 193, 281.
European, influence of, ideas, 186,

293. .

Eustace, Mr. J. C. W., 30¥ {n.).
Exports, 17, 314, 521 (n.).
Extravagance, 20, 44, +§3.

Faction, 15, 33 {(#.), 4i-2, 43, 63,
78, 957, 14Z, 346-7.
Factories, 155.
Fairs. See Cattle,
Fakirs, 6, 7, 93, 166,
Fall in prices. Se¢ Prices,
Famine, 198-9.
Farming, better, see Agricultural
progress, Implements, Seed.
‘ extensive,’ 135.
for subsistence, 315, 317.
intensive, 16870, 251.
mixed, 169.
See Agricuttural, Cultivation,
Holdings, Land, Small-holder,
Soldiers,
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Farukhabad, 737,

Farakhanegar, 190.

Fasuing, 7

Fazilka, 126 (n.).

Fencing, 145, 168.

Ferozepore, 95, 99 ff., 114, 126
and (n.), 160, 208 (n.), 277, 3c6.

Feroz Shah, 167.

Feoud., See Faclion.

Heudal rent, 132.

financs and character, 103, 198-9,
Ny 4"3.

and thriftlassuess, 133.

Iinancial Commissionors, ¢y, I7z.

Fire brigads, 3546.

MiTeworks, 20, 250.

Blag-march, 83-.

Flumingos, 48.

Flax, 24..

Floods, 67, 18¢.

Fodder, 45. 150, 155, 159, 181, 183,
245, 252, 254 (n.).

Yood, in Rohtak, 176, 184, 190, 198,
203, 322 (%.).

and woman, 228, 289.
255t and mouth disease, 160. See
Cattle.

'rench peasant, 178, 210, 255 (n.).

Broit-growing, 55-6, 245, 343-

Fuel, dung us, 43, 49, 61, 74, 75 (.},
245,

Funcrals, 41, 163, 185,

Furuiture. See Houscs, Possessions.

[

-

Gaddi Batdla, 178, 196-7.
Gagga DBhana, 263 (#.).
Garnes, 78, o9, 709
Gandhu, Mr,, 83 105, 122, 124
and birth control, 194.
and untovchability, 266.
opinions on, 18, 25, 30, 42, 147,
335-6.
Gardens, 165.
Geoese, 178,
Germany, 329.
Ghaggar, 134, 135 ().
Ghaggra, 286,
GLd, 157, 192,224 (1.), 237, 251-2.
as confraciptive, 212,
Girls, at home, 109-10.
cducation of, 228, 235-6, 298-g,
302, 305, 313. See Religious
wstruetion, Schools.
Giils, training of, 283.
wark of, 227, 229, 236, 257.
See Boys or girls preferred ?,
Brides, Daughter, Marriage,
ardah.,
Goats, 151.
Godra, 246.

Gohana, 153 (2.).

Goldsuiith, 62, 250. See Artisans.

Guld, Gz, 3401, 341-2.

Gaondals, 14.

Gosains, 138.

Government, 2%, 83, 116, I24,
132-3, 138, 156, 158, 104, 203~5,
214-5, 231, 240, 333, 337. 341,
344

nd revenue payer, 351G 20.

dues, 30, 210, 220-2 (#.), 252-3,
361, 320. See Land revenue,
“Water rate.

ideal form of, :40.

les.on of cnsis for, 323.

loams, 67, 200-1, 34%-4.

servants, 338.

se1viee, 33, 326-7

suited Lo peasant, 166.
5ee  Adminwsiration, Democ-
1acy.

Goveinor, 319, 334. See Adminis-
tration.

Grain, as fcod, 145, 172.

dcalings, 5, 18, 101-2, 148, 175,
z2¢8, 2060,

godowns, 127 and (2.}, 207-8 {n.).

-roasting, 236.

Gram, 17 {#.), 50, 138, 150, 155, 341,

Grand Trunk Read, 77, 84, 133.
172,

Groath Sulab, the, 92-3, 106 (n.),

Granthi, 284.

Grinding, 187, 192, 156-7, 227, 235,
3z2. Sese  Woman's work,
Machines

by gitls, 263-4.

Grocer, 85.

Gujarat, 150.

Gujars, 74, 166, 179 (1.).
Gujranwala, 12 (n.), 20, 83, 222,
a58 (2.}, 269 {n.), 270 (n.).
Gujrat, 14, 20, 72, 143, 156, 249,

270, 308,

Gur, 2, 24, 26, 54, 137, 181-2, 237,
252, 350 (n.).

Gurdaspur, 8 (n.), 180 (n.), 233 fi,,
2§y 273, 278.

ara, 82, 9z, 111,

S W
Q.@%&gaon, 117, 138, 148, 156, 18g,
158 £, o4, 253.

expediment, 199,
women, S, 292, 295-5.
Gurmukhi, §z, 86.

Hamilton, Sir Daniel, 336,
Haust, 166-70, 277.
Hahzabad, 11,

Hariduva cattle, 156
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Haripur, 303 (n.).
Harper, Mr. A, IL., 107.
Harvesls, 1, 39, 173, 189, 104,
204 (n.). See Crops.
dues at, 220, 273.
Health, 167, 237, 339
worker, 333-4.
See Doctors, Midwives, Sani-
tation,
Henna dye, 33.
Hens, See Poultry.
High Court, 16, 75.
Himdlyas, 73, 76, 100,
Hindu fashion adopted by Muslim,

53.
Hinduism, 140, 212, 271,
and cattle slaughter, 1580,
Hindus, 35, 74, 88, 150, 167, 179,
237-8, 250, 263-3, 275-6, 286,
292, 295, 31T, 321, 335.
and cows, 151, 180-1, 189.
and marriage, 187, 280, 292, 294,

297.
and purdah, 196-7, 308-9, 313.
and religion, 141, 149,
rclations of, with Muslims, 8, 29,
53-4, 57-8, 160. .
and religious teaching, 284.
as traders, 83, 103, 130.
% Sge Jats, Rajputs.
Hu;dﬁstén, 131, 167.
Hissar, 131 ff., 277.
cattle 74, 155 -61, 167, 181.
I mdmg, I52-4, 164, 320.
“Holdings, consolidation of, 202-3,
245-7, 339, 341, 343-
size of, 126 (n.), 128, 194, 248 (n.),
251 and (».), 254, 297.
See Rectangle, Small- holders,
One-plough holdings.
Homespun, 34, 105, 192, 25I, 322.
Home-work, 31, 69, 91, 327,
Horse, touring by, I, 154-5, 172,
216 and (n.
Horse-breeding, 21 25, 159.
}yrpur, 18 (n), 269 (n.), 273,
opses, in Gujranwala, 1, 1I0;
“\Gujrat, 270; Gurdaspur, 236 ;
Rerozepore, 1I1I8; Hlssar
MW Jhelum
riverain, 67, 72; Nili Bar, 221,
229,231; Rohtak 189 -91, 202
Salt Range, i4.
Hungary, 281.
Huqqa, 139-40.

Tdleness, 42, 50.
Tlliteracy. See Literacy.
Imperi Bank, 208.

.#’Implcments, mpmoved farminy, 17,

27, 31, 44, 52, 71, 83, 88, qo,
136~7, 151, 248, 332.
See Buckets, Faiming, Meston,
Ploughs
Imports, India’s, 315.
Income, of smallholder, 25.2-4.
of village servants. 267-8, See
Wages.
tax on, 343. Sesz Government
dues,
India, economicdevclopmaznt of,149.
how people of, live, 338 (n.).
n the war, 344.
material development of, 134.
trade returns of, 314-15.
what, necds, 340.
Indian sociely, 262z.
Infant education
training of.
Infanticide, 242 and (%.}, 295.
Influenza, 192-3.
Inoculation of caltle, 21, 150,
Interest rates, z, 32, 54. 67, 86,
100-I, 103-5, 113, I23-4, 127,
146, 152, 104, 107, 174-5, 1090,
200, 208, 214, 225-6, 253, 319,
323, 343.

See Children,

JInvestment, 85, 154.

rigation, 8, 137. 206-7, 214-15,
, 223 and (1.), 225, 254, See
Canals, Persian whecis, Wells,
Islam, mﬂuence of,on village ufe, 30
Islamic law, woman's positiua
under, 283.
ltaly, 281 (n.).
Izzat, 42 49-51, 57, 138, 163, 179,
185-6, 230, 258, 306, 331-2.

Jaldpur, 68.

Jangal, 54, 64, 151, 185.

Janglis, 2, 22, 134, 144 {3.).

and cattle ttuevmg, 14, 230.
and marriage, 16, 280.

and hoarding, 1 _,3

of Shahpur, 14 &.

village of, in Nili Bar, z28-31.

Janjuas, 51.

Japan, 195, 281 (3.).

Japanese soldier, 23 (% .

Jats, 8, 9,96, 114, 141, £50, 152, 159,
163, 164, 164, Iyz, 181, 183,
185-6, 189-95, 198, 203 (),
211, 231, 248, 260,

and village servants, 262, 264,
266,

at their worst, 89.

Bé.gc)ri, 131, 134-5, 133, 144, 146,

163.
Deswali, 13 {in.), 14G.
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Jals, rLuu.h 184, 251 (h.), 200, 204,
397 ().
ilissar, 143, 285 (n.j.
household of, 234-5.
Malwa, 145.
Manjha, 79, 8o, 88-9.
Mauslim, 251.
no angels, 148.
Sikh, 79, 86, 94-3, 95, 102-3, 1c8-
5, Iiz, 181, 183, 219, 236,
251 (n.), 260, 264, 267, 295, 300.
Wahraich, 27, 50.
worenkind, 187-94, 227, 255-7,
283, 28).
Je'ndlcry, 26, 210, 226,
and Luhudt;ﬁn, 4, I54.
aad Mr. P, L. Drayae, 38.
an:’ the brides, 282.
decrease in, 62, 113, I54, 'O
235, 250, 30:1.
pawning of, 19, 30, 53, 124, 146,
172, 249, 320.
seiling of, 19, 124, 183, 210, 301,
320-1
Jews, ‘.83 and (5.).
thmar £88.
Jhamba, founder of hishnoiz, 151.
Jhang, landlords of, 14.
Jhansy, 353,
TJhelum, dictrict, x17, 126 (1.), 143,
185, 277, 308, 3445 (.
river, 36-7, 67-8; north of, 156,
161 ; south of, 159.
'“nc"aln 33, 50, 67 ff,, 132, 153.
Sait Range, 37 i
Urper, colony, 316 (x.).
Jodhka, 738.
Joant fainily system, 285-G, 291-2,
303, 311
Jullundur, 17, 18 {n.), 202 (n.}, 266,
315, 324 and (n.).
Justice, 37, 133, 141
chayats.

See Pan-

Kahun teact, 32.
Kachis, 157,
Kallar Kabhar, 48.
amin, 261, 245,
Kaunels, 125 {=.).
Kan;’gra‘, 254, 2Lq, 273 (0.}, 315 and

Vil

Kashmir, 254, 345 (n.),

Kazi, 36 (%.).

Keynes, Mr. J. M., 342.

Khuisa Schoaol, 36, 88, go-1, 183,
330.

nhan, Col. 3ir Umar Hayat, 25 (u)

han Bahadur, Malik Fateh Khan
25 (),

Khan, Nawalk Balram, 324.

r‘w p1

Kiian, K. Sahib Yakin-ud-din, 136-7.

Khanks, 167-8.

Khatus, 7, 24-5, 112 {1.), 217, 243,
278.

Kind, dealing in, 18, 102, 105-6,
129, 235, 278 (1), 315-17.
See Barter.

King, the, 5, 11, 13, 20, 40, 52.

oleng.aph Lu ‘5\,

K ing, Mr. C. M., 155.

Hita, 34.

Koran, 32, 6o, 93, 162, 284, 287,
307

7/
Kot sa Khan, 100.
Kot Kapura, 126.
Kut'ni, 195, 197.

Lancashire village, a, 166 (#.).

Lahore, 159, 172, 217 (».), 262 and
{n.), 273, 300

Lakbap XKhurd Banking Union,
239-4I, 249 (%.).

Land, Alienation Act, 101, 103, 249.
and schacl, See Education,
purchase, 152,
raturn of, 26%-g.
sale of, 207 aad ).
hnw much, doas soldier need? 211,

Sce S1L; auhvldcw, Lzages, Mort-
gag,ea

Lond Revenuae, 13-19, 22, 73 aad

(#.), 85, 17z-3, 183, 185, 194,
193, 203, 215, 249, 320-1, 335,
339, 343-
borrowing to pay, 124, 225-6.
cscaping paymeni of, 125,
Redemption Society, 34 (#.).

Landlords, absentee, 2, 131-2,
251 (#.).
and fall 1o prices, 104, 706,316 (2.},
mat

and polygamy, 204.
and sweepers, 274.
at I‘.’Tan"nma.a, L.
in Shabpur, 14, 29, 24-5.
dues cf, 25¢, 272-3.  Sez Rents.
progressive, 25, 136-7.
rolations balween, and tsnants,
131-3, 136, 315-16, 334, 347
La *gcsvc 48.
Latrines. Sce Manure pits.
Leascs, ng, i7a.
Leather, 167. Sec
Tanners.
Legislative Council, 144, 239, 334.
Lepers, 54-5.
Libraty, opeminy of a viilage, 238,
Light, old and new, 163-4, 236, 347,
J.,ﬂla, 37, 297
Lindsay Ccmmission, 327.

Chamars,
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L:teracy, 264, 324~3, 331,
iz Amrmtsar, 82, 8¢, go; Feroze-
pore, o5, 120-1; Gujranwala,
11, 13, 20; Gujral, =21-2;
Hissar, 144, 165 India, 344 ;
Jhelum, 47, 60, 67; Punjab,
298, 334; Rohtak, 173, 182,
194, 202 ; Shahpur, 28-9 (n.),
3i-2,
Litigation, 01, 75,244 (n },272-3,3138,
320. See Panchayats.
Loans. Sez Government.
Loaves coming into vogue, 114.
Lorrics, 75, 2¢7-9, 32, 322, 335.
Lawer Cheralt canal, 1, 9, 12, 32.
coleny, 3 {(w.), 7-
Lower JhLelum canal, 14, 32.
colony, 3 (».).
Ludhiana, 125 (u.).
Lyallpur, 2 (».), =9,
o PV
224G (7).
colony, 3 (#), 7 (., 17.
colonists of, 210, 322,
jeweilery in, 3z0.
population of, 310.

129, 223,

Macanlay, quoted, 141.
Machines, 1mnovation, in villages,
zgo-1,
Madras, 285 (n.), 321
Magic, 635-4, 166, Ss
Mazham, 172, 177.
Mabajan, 258 and (%.).
Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir,
242.
Maduncod of Ghazn, 8.
\Maize, 252, 254 (1.), 322.
Makhu, 103, £24.
Meaiaria, 22, 6.
Malikana, 225 (#.).
. Maliks, 25, 29,
Malis, 43, 137,
AMalliars,
Mgiliars, 49, 50.
™dialwa tract, 145
Manan, &4, 125, 273 ().
Mananwalz, 1, 2, 9.
Mangals, A31,
Mange tress, 25, 244.

fagih. 78-83, 05, o7 (n.), 304.

. Cada of, 293.

Rfatce, 27, 32 (n), 44, 132, 135,
137, 168 ), 248,

as fuel, 74-5, 247. See Dung-

| Cakes,

pits, 38, 61, 66, 70, 116-17, 199.

Matdan, 333.

Market gardepers, 167  Ses MAlis,

Market gardening, 268. See Milis,

Vegetablss,

(n.), 336.
e Spells.

166, 16g. Gf.

INDEX '

' Markictz, 27, 126-30, 207-8,
Maiiiage. 41, 61, 152, 177, 193,

346

age of, 15-16, 187, 190, 226-7, 234,
237, 279-Bo, 291-2, 297-8,
313.

Brahmin's dues al, 267; land-
lord’s dues at, 133.

expenditere on, in Chenab to
Jhelum district, 18, 20, 22,
30, 35; TFerozepore, 105-6;
Gurdaspur, 234 ; Hissar, 146,
162-3, 167-8; Nili Bér, 226 ;
Puzjab, 262, 322; Ravi to
henab district, 2-4; Ravi 1o
Sullej district, 86; Rohtak,

NI

t Range, 64; Sialkot, 250.
See Bride-price.

relalions Letween husband and

wife in, 189, 263, 285-7, 202-6,
304-5, 312, 320.

saving for, 83.

songs ax, 30f,

See Barber, Brides, Polyandry,
Polygamy, Weddings.
Matriculation, 26, 31.
Mclons, 168-5.
Menials, 179,
Meo o4
W§ an ploughs, 24, 27, 31, 39, 52,
53, 73,

Mia.nwg‘;li, i7g, 263 (m.), 267 (n.),
287 {(u.), 293, 295, 300, 324
and (».).

Madwives, 48, 120, 19y, 212, 235,
28:-2, 332-3.

Military service, as source ofincome,
77, 75, 25I, 267, 307, 32L.
Ses Army, Soldier.

Milk, v4, 150, 1587-8, 160, 168, 184

_and (v.), 190 and (n.), 252.

Millet, z7 (n.), 44, 50, 134-5, 137,
16z, 168, 172, 322.

Millsnade cloth, 34, 322.

Mimsters, 131, 13, 209, 40, 52, 89,
143-4, 239-40, 334-

salaries of, z42.

Mizasi, a, 255-6.

Mission work, 78, 85, 107, 303 (n.).

Moga, 103, f07-8, 123, 126-7, 142,

181 (m), 277, 330, 344.

Moghuls, 306.

Money, 4, 16, 253, 323 See Cash.

notes, <81,

Money-lenders, agriculturist, 164.

Bills, 523 (n.).

compared with bank, 122-3.
dealings with, in kind, 18,
dusing depression, 3ez (».), 330.

7%, 175-7, 185, 1go, 194, 205 ;,
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Money-lenders, during scarcity,
203.
cffect of fall in prices on, 250,
318-19.

in Ferozepore, 100-3; Gurgaon,
198, 200 ; Hissar, 139, 146-8 ;
India, 17; Nili Bar, 208;
Punjab, 17; Rohtak, 194-6,
180; Salt Range, 53-4.

murder of, in Shahpur, 16.

recovery of money by litigation
by, 244 and (n.)

Sikh Jal, 95-6.

See Debt, Interest rates.

Monlteys, 170-1.

Montgomery, 157, 209 (n.), 219
(n.), 223 (1.}, 249 (m.), 278.
Montmorency, Sir G. de, 320 (n.).
Mortgages, 3, 8, Io4-5, I21, 172
and (#.); =200 and {n.), 220,

246, 249, 317-18.

Mosque, building of, 178.

Mother-inlaw, 284-7, 201-2, 312.

Motor, 322 ; touring by, 155, 172,
207, 216.

bicycle, 216.

Mukam, 151.

Mullahs, 264, 317.

Maultan, 126 (».), 132 (n.), 249 (#.},
262 (n.).

Murder, 16, 37, 46, 49, 96, 300, 304,
347. See Faction.

Murree hills, 29+, 307, 315.

Musallis, 266, 271.

Muslims, 8, 30, 83, 88, 111, 1490,
160, 178, 212-13, 229 and (n.),
266, 269 (#.), 276, 284, 299,
332, 335.

and cattle, 151, 159, 180, 183-4.
and marriage, 280, 204-5, 297.
and money-lending, 100, 102.
and poultry, g9, 170.
and purdah, 196-7, 306-7, 313.
See Hindus, Islam, Jats.
Mutiny, the, 195.
Muzaffargash, 153 (n.).

Naily Tahsildar, 18 and (%.).
Nanak, Guru, 1.

Nankana, 153,

Nankana Sahib, I, 2.

ewspapers, 8, 9, 28-9, 5I, 258,

335
ight-soil, 169, 259, 266.
Ni#j Bar, 132 (n.), 206 ., 244, 253,
2591 326'
wages in, 268-9, 278,
Noon family, 25 and (#.).
Nowshera, 43 (».), 86.

Oats, 169 (n.).

*Qecupation, caste and, 261,
fluidity of, 271.

Oculist, an Indian, 107

Officials battening on village, 97-8.

Oil-presser, 34, 266 and (#.).

One-plough holding, 252-4, 349-50.

Opium, 106, 114.

Orange trees, 55-6.

Qutcastes, 258.

Oxen, 170, 247.

Pachadhas, 133-4.

Paintings at Bahalba, 177,
Pakpattan, 250.

Palestine, 1 (n.), 15 (n.), 44, 62,

330, 347-

Panchayats, 78 (u.), 151-2, 142-3,
158, 166, 177-8, 218, 233, 275,
304, 318, 3435.

and marriage expenses, 35, 185,
250.

for trade dispules, 127-8.

indigenous, 35, 138-4I.

Pathans, 160, 302-3, 306.

Paunda cane, 27, 168,

Pawning., See [ewellery, Money-
lenders.

Peacocks, 131, 170.

Peasant, lights on his character,
6, 88, 132, I44-6, I55, 164,
178-9, 195, 205, 322-3, 340, 348.

protection of, 336 I

his share of revenues, 338.

his limits of taxation, 338.

his needs, 339.

European, 180, 350 (k.).

who would be a genileman, 20,
See Administration, French.

People's Bank, 153.

Perjury, 141.

Persian wheels, 12-13, 125-6 and
{n.}, 199, 200, 203, 241, 248,
263,

Personality in rural lile, 43.

Phalia, 24.

Photographer, 23.

Phulkaris, 105 and (».), 109.

Pigs, 170,

Pind Dadan Khan, 75 (#.).

Pindi Bhattian, 13.

Dipal tree, 41, 347.

Pirs, 5 (=), 40, 53, 63, 81, 106-7,

Y, 160, 317.

P&;%\xr d, 5, 6.

Plofighing, 74, 126, 135, 168 (n.).

lodghs, 44, 116, 200.  See Meston,

~ Dlough heldings.

Poland, 281 (n.), 350 (n.).

Police, 9, 145, 300, 346.



364 INDEX

Polyandry, 304,

Polygamy, 294, 3¢, 313.

Politics, 27-9, 31, 1535, 195, 334-b.
See Administration, Eleclions,
Voling.

Population, in Amritsar, 273;
Gurdaspur, 244; India, 311-
2 (m), 313, 325 (n), 344
Duajab, 44, 180 (), 185, 310,
326 ; [Ruassia, 3235.

Possessions, 10, 63,92, Seg Houses,

Pouiliy, and izzat, 179.

in Terosepore, 99; Gujar Khan
lahod, 179 (n.), Hissar, 137-8 ;
Punjab, 179 [»), 180 (s.);
Ravi to Suilej distrize, 87, 9o ;
Salt Range, 43, 179 (».);
Sialltot, 251 ; Tarn Taran, 332.

Potatoes, 99, 225.

Potter, 263.

Poverty, 25, 190-1, 103-4.

Prices, fall in, and army, 331.

and Goverminent, 341r.

and raortgages, 104.

and tailors, 34.

effects of, gezerally, 250,253, 541,
335, 3590 ; in Chenab to Jhelum
district, 2o-I, 23, 30, 34;
Ferazepore, 104, 106, 163 ;
Guidaspur, 24z; Iissar, 160-
70 ; jhelum riverain, 75 ; Nili
Bar, 208, 210-11; Ravi 1o
Chenab drwstrict, 2, 5, 10.

general fertures of, 314-24.

Sge Dzpressicn, Slump.

Prices, high, 177, 263.

riss iz, 273, 336.

Priests, 1x9-20, 263, 264.

Propaganda, 543.

Prospexity, bad infucrce of, 3z22.

Puggarce, levy om, 273,

Punjab, adminisirators of, 242-3.

Banking Enguiry Committee,
I53; 323, 342, 344, 346

Board of Economic Enqguiry, 349.

beauty cf, zox,

canai coleniss of, 206.

Ceutral, 23, 158, 161, 163, 160,
188, 194, 251, 734, 289, 29071,
394, 311, 320, 335.

conditions of 1ife 1, 144.

co-oreration in, 54b,

Couneil, 142,

cultivaters in, 252 and (n.).

Education Department, 326.

Government, 217, 339,

Legislative Council, 334 {#.).

politios i1, 354-3.

societies in, 120,

Seg Pupulation,

Punjubi 13:.
Purdah, 2065, 274, 297, 304, 313.
anl ing burqa, 305-9.
in Fcrozepore, 110-11; Hissar,
131 ; Mianwali, 300; Rohtak,
195-7.
Purdah, quoted, 284-5, 287 (n.).
Pyjamas, 286.

Qadir, Lady Abdul, 306.
Queen Mary Cellege, 4.
Quilts, making of, 34.

Railways, Ind.an, 341.

Rahmat Tllah, 48.

Rainfall, 1 (n.}, 14 (B), 37 (),
39 (w), 59 (n.), 77 (m), 82,
99 (n.), 124-5, 150 (n.}), 206 (n.),
233.

Ranjhas, 8, 14.

Rajputs, 8,23, 48-9, 114, 133, 136-8,
153, 177, 195-7, 262, 264, 274,
280, 284, 306-7.

1iindu, 242, 245, 204.

Ramzin, 83, 93.

Raola, zor-z.

Rape (plant), 17, 94.

Rawalpindi, 17, 263 (n.), 2809, 296-7,
514 (m.}, 315.,

Reconstruction, village, 116-18,178;
ways and means, 336 ff
See Mr, Brayne.

Rectangle, area of, 231 (n.);
is one swficient ? =z22-5.
pioughs necessary for one,

260 (5.).

Red Cross Soctety, Indian, 333, 341.

Retusc, sale of, 169 {2.).

Religicn, 5¢, 82, 129, I4I, 149, 180,
303-4.

Rebgion, organized, 284,

Rcligigus .astruction, 119, 148,
2334,

Rents, 1, 2, 83, 106, 132-3, 136 (n.),
158, 315 (n.), 322 (#.).

Rest houses, at Bhalwal, 26;
Bhers, 35 Choa Saidan Shah
55 Farukhanagar, 199
Kallar Kabar, 48 ; Sardhi, 41
Sirhali, ¢3; Sukheke, 11
genetally, 259.

servants' quarters im, 275.

Revenue Department, 264.

Revalt on the Desert, 45, 125.

Rice, 2z and .}, 19.

Rinde:rpest, 160.

Rivers, nimsnber crossed on tour,
245 (@)

Risaldar, definition of, 37 (».).
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Rishi, 179.
Road traffic, 12, 77, 161-2, 228, 244.
Roads, 1, 12, 33, 39, 84, 89, 172,
208, 221, 263 (n.).
Robertson, Miss, 303 (n.).
‘ Roltak, 88 (n.), 148, 156, 150, 161,
) ? I7I ﬂ:" 2891 305: 307:”2’)26;

330

Roumania, 281,

Round Table Conference, 20, 28-g,
52, 89, 144, 186, 202, 258,
Royal Commission on Agriculiure,

325.

Rupee famine, 248-9, 321,

Rural dispensary, 334-8.

Rural Science, 326.

Rural Community Councils, 51,
346 (n.).

Russia, 15 (n.), 18 (n.), 69 (n.), 70,
72, t60, 193 (x.), 201, 205, 217,
281, 293, 298, 31z, 3256,
329, 331, 340, 345.

Saadi, quoted, 31, 245

Sadalpur, 150-2.

Sadhus, 151, 160-1, 166,

Sahiwal cattle, 157.

Sailana, 189, 200,

Saildni, 180.

Sainis, 262.

St. Augustine, 285,

Salaries and cuts, 242-3.

Salt, 9, 10, 195,

Salt Range, 33, 36, 40, 84, 121-2,
277, 280, 308, 315, 347.

Sangla, 7, 8, 277.

Sanitation, 3, r17-18, 142, 1371,
233-4, 274, 326. See Cleanli-
ness, Manure pits, Dung-heaps,
Sweepers.

Sansis, 2.

Sarda Act, 187 and (».).

Sarda, Mr. H. B,, quoted, 287, 294.

Sarda Act, 298.

Sardar, a patriarchal, 236-8.

Sardhi, 40, 123.

Sargodha, 161, 208 (n.),

Sarkhanda grass, 12, 13, 198.

Siwan Mal, 228 (n.).

Scarcity, note on the, zog-5. See
Drought.

Schools, adult, 165 (#.).

boys’, 32, 48 (n.), 51, 56-7, 79, 82,
go-2, 103, TIg, I44, 165, 173,
196, 202-3, 211, 208-9, 322,
326-9, 335. 339.

farms at, 87, 90, 326.

girls’, 32, 35, 57, 79, 108-10, 115,
144, 196, need for, 48, 120,

Schools, need for land and buildingg

for, 330.
night, 165, 174.

See Education, Mission work,
Schooling, cost of, 173, 211-12,
Schoolmasters, 29, 31-2, 118-19, 203,

258.

Scotland, 256 (#.), 281 {n.).

Seed, 168 (n.), 176. See Sowing.

selected, 40, 52, 61, 83, 137, 203.

Self-government, 239, 344.

Self-help, 340-1,

Seli-taxatlion, 203, 234, 340-I.

Service, 31, 237, 254, 337.

payment in, 315-17,

Sessions Judge, 29.

Settlement Officer, 161-2.

Sewing-machines, 35.

Seyyeds, 162, 306.

Shahkot, 4, 5.

Shakargarh, 179, 242, 254, 278.
Shahpur, 3 (n.), 12 (n.), 14 ff., 121,
143, 258, 269 (n.}, 277, 322.

dues in, 249 (n.).
irrigation in, 218, 223 (n.).
women in, 290, 296.

Sheikhupura, 7 (».), 1z (n.), 83
and (n.), 258 (n.), =269 (n.),
z70 (n.), 277.

Shirts, making of, 34.

Shoemakers, 167, 262, 263 (n.).

Shop-keeping, 236, 258. Ses Mar-
kets, Commission.

Shrines, 4, 68, 82 (n.), 84.

Sialkot, 14, 18 (# ), 20, 159, T94 (n.),
219, 249 (#.), 251 ff., 268, 273,
286G, 280, 321.

Sikhism, 84, 113-14, 264, 266.

Sikhs, 1, 3, 4, 8, 58, 83, 86, 105, 117,
131, 160, 218, 227, 276, 299,
30, 304, 308-9, 312-13, 320,
3390, 332, 335.

and barbering, 94, 209-t0.

and cattle, 158.

and religion, 93, 140. Ser
Sikhism.

High Schoal of, go.

women, 86, 111-13, 294, 296.

See Jats,

Silks, 34, 289.

Silver, 183.

Simla, 213.

Simon Commission, 240.

Singh, Sir Pertal, 243.

Singh, Ranjit, 238.

Singh, Sardar Behadur Sardar
Beant, 125 (#.).

Singhpura, 237.

Sirhali, 89, go, 93.
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Sirsa, 126 (n.), 134-5, 140, 163, 168,
20I.
Skinner family, 152.
Slump, 2 blessing of, 201 ;
effects of, 3, 18, 21, 28, 56 (n),
103-5, 122, 125 (n.), 127, 154,
169, 181 and (n.), 104 (1), 205,
207, 218 (m.), 250, 263, 291,
299, 315, 323.
Se¢e Depression, Prices, fall in.
Small-holders, 72, 169, 180, 183,
244, 267-9, 290.
whocannot live on their land, 182,
See One-plongh  holdings,
Zemindars.
Small-pox, 160.
Snuff, 114.
Socrates, quoted, 149.
Soil, 12, 15.
Soldiers, as farmers, 23-4, 52, 67,
182, 332.
ex-, 189 ; colonies of, 209 ff.;
house of an ex-, 44; a progres-
sive, 7I.
wives of, 333.
See Army, Military service,
Soon valley, 50.
Sowing, 136, 188, 260.

Spells, 160, See Pirs.
Spinning, and Mr. Gandhi, 42,
122.

by girls, 257.
in Chenab to Jhelum district, 18,
30; Ferozepore, 105; Hissar,
147 ; Nili Bar, 227; Rohtak,
184, 191, 196 ; Salt Range, 42 ;
Siallzot, 256.
increase in, 34, 184, 263, 322,
Stalin, 201 (x.).
Standard of lving, i
31L,  344;
Shahpur, 15.
rise in, 289-90, 292, 312, 321.
See Clothes, Food, Houses.
Stevenson, R. L., quoted, 276.
Storage of grain, 72, I2%, 3I9.
See Grain-godowns.
Sub-Agsistant Surgeon, 337-8.
Subcd%;, definition of a, 43 (n.).
apd’geese, 178.
ax, 322,
uga{{—cane. in Gurdaspur, 247;
issar, 137, 168-9; Lyallpur,
g't’ﬁ.%”,’ééﬁ“af nr, 15, 17, 24§
Sialkot, z51~2, 254, 260.
as sowing-sticks, 257.
erusher, 248,
improved, 343.
Sukheke, 12, 153.

India, 18o,
gt thﬂk'rﬁﬂ'_&'ga“)

Supplementary sources of income,
169, 267, 321. See Military
service, Weaving.

Sureties, 102, 1271,

Sutlej, 97, 224 and (n.), 232.

riverain, 126 (#.).
Valley canal project, 206-7.

Sweepers, 151, 189, 197, 234, 238,
258-9, 262, 265-7, 273-6, 287,
308.

See Cleanliness.

Syce, 48 and {n.).

Tailors, 34-5, 138, 266.

Tahsildars, zo1.

Tamashas, 21.

Tambol, 4.

Tamurlane, 135.

Tanners, 167, 212, 258, 262. See
Chamars,

Tanks, village, 165-6 and (# ).

Tarn Taran, 84-6, 91, 126 (n.), 138
{(#.), 142, 158, 183, 274, 326,
332

Tatril, 52.

Taxation, 215 and (n.), 216, 242,
340-2, 336-9.

See Government dues, Land
revenune, Self-taxation, Water
rate.

Tea, 114.

Tenants, 17, 72, 132-3, 136, 170,
3I5-16,

Tents, 154.

Thanesar, 153 {®.).

Thieves, 9, 14, 37, 145.

Thorburn, Mr. S. §, 33.

Thrift, 35, 79, 84-5, 152, 253, 331.

and credit co-operative society,
5, 120 #. Seg Village banks.
Sociely, 20, 32,

Thriftlessness, 133.

Timber, 247.

Tiwéna, 25.

Tobagca; 203, 243, 251,

Toﬁ%{@

T ﬁ“f’inxg.,~ Ses horse,

v’l’gwns, growth of, 273.
influence on village life, 28g9-91.
morality in, 304.
birth control in, 310, 312.
jewellery in, 321I.
vevsus village, 346-7.

Townsend, Mr, C, H., 155.

Trade returns of India, 314-5,

Traders, peasant, 182, 321,

Trees, 43, 151, 237, 247.

Trousers of Taffeta, 228, 303.
Trust, 208,

See Cattle.
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Tumiums, 12,
Turkwal, 179 (1.).
Turkey, 338.

Ujh, 241.

Unemployment, 243.

United Provinces, 316, 323 (%,
University education, 217, 327, 329.

Untouchability, 203, 245, 262,
265-6, 275.

‘ Uplift ’ campaign, 199.

Urdu, 86.

Usurious Loans Act, 103 (n.), 149.

Vanhdr, 52.
Vanieke, 77-8 and (».).
Vegetables, in Delhi, 203 and (n.) ;
Hissar, 137, 168-70 ; Lyallpur,
73 Salt'Ranpge; 49, 50; Shah-
pur, 27; Sialkot, 251; Tarmn
Taran, 332.
Vegetarianism, 184, 224-5.
Vendetta, 45-7. See Faction.
Ventilation, 72, 145.
Velerinary, Department, 157, 158
(n.).
Inspe):ctor, 21,
Viceroy, 11, 52, 202, 334.
Vihari, 223.
Village banks, and amount bor-
rowed, 253.
and drought, 176.
and faction, 65.
and moneylenders, 147, 175-
characterstic traits of, 120 ff.
definition of, 3.
forming of, 240-1.
illiteracy in, 120,
Literacy.
inspections of, in Chenab to
Jehlum distriet, 16-17, 20, 26-7,
34 ; Delhi, 202 ; Gurgaon,
199 ; Iligsar, 131, 133~4, 147,
164 ; Nili Bar, 210, 213, 220;
Ravi 1o Chenab distnet, 11,
13 ; Ravi to Sutlej district, 86,
97; Rohtak, 194, 198; Salt
Range, 39, 44, 51, 64
zemindars’ and servanis’, 273.
Village, benefits needed by, 124.
club, 176-7.
depressed, 189, 194.
morality, 303-4. 313.
numbering of colony, 209.
Village servants, 17, 21, 136, 153,
172, 179, 185, 189, 205, 209-10,
248, 258, 274.
and fall in prices, 31617

324.  See

367
Village servants, are they neces-
sary ! 274-5.
attitude towards, 275,
credit society of, 204.
earnings of, 106, 260-9,
hierarchy of, 262-5.
number of, 261-2.
relations with zemindars, 272-3.
versatility of, 271.
Village, typical, 77. See Recon-
struction, Towns.
Viraks, 83.
Virks, 222, 226,

Voting, 28, 144, 239, 288, 334, 336.

Wace, Mr. I, B., 231.
Wages, of agricultural labourers, 8,
268-9, 277-8 and (n.), 316-17.
village servants, 106, 316-17. See
Income,
Walking as economy, 322.
War, Great, 42, 51,185,200,273, 344.
Washing, 191-3, 210, 205, 277,
Washerman, 262-3, 274.
‘Waste, 86, See Extravagance.
Water, distribution of, 218.
drinking, 165-6.
shortage of, 220.
See Canals, Drought, Irrigation,
elis, .- ~
Watek diviner, 203.
Watdrdogging, 9, ro, 12, 24 and
T (n)-26, 29.
Watermen, 262-3, 267, 269, 2%0,
274, 306-7, 330.
Water rate, 18, 124, 215 and (n.},
225, 243, 320-1, 335, 339
Watchman, 346.
‘Wathen, Mr. G. A., go (».).
‘Weavers, 106, 152, 263-4, 266, 316.
Weaving, 122.
Weddings, invitationsto, o4, 162,
1elations of zemindar and ser-
vant at, 272. See Marriage,
Weeding, 04, 136.

glfare work, 333-4, 344.
Is, cost of, 50, 9o, 222.
gy king, 39, 165.

impe ance of, 263.

mpglhi, 202-3 ; Gujranwala, 12 ;
Gug"ﬂ“ﬁsf%x_xrr“’" 3477 Guigaon,
198 ; Issar, 133, 135 139,
“'1%3'; Thelum “F¥erain, 50 ;
Nili BAr, 211, =227,
Punjab, 343; Rohiak, 195;
Salt Range, 30, 58, rem et

land irrigated by, 349-50.

sinking of, 133, 211,
See Buckets, Charsa, Persian
wheels.



368" INDEX

Wheat, bread, 134-5.
in Gurdaspur, 243, 247; Gur-
gaon, 198; Hissar, 137, 161,
168, 178; Jhelum, 42, 44, 49,
50, 75 (n.); Lahore, 315;
Lyallpur, 2 (».), 7; Nili Bar,
207, 222 (n.)-4; Punjab, 315;
Shahpur, 15, 17, 2%, 322;
Sialkot, 251-2, 254 (#.)-5.
marketing of, 30, 126 (n.).
price of, 1, 2, 75 (1), 198, 207,
222 (n.), 243, 251-2, 254 (n.),
315, 320, 343, 350.
tax on, 34I.
See Grain, Seed, Storage.
‘Whitehead, Dr., quoted, 327.

Widows, 161, 191 ff., 279 (1.), 294.

Wife-heating, 8o-1, 293-4.
Wives, treatment of, 8o-I.
young, 284-7, 291-z.

Sez Brides, Marriage.

Wilson, Margaret, quoted, 282,
286.
Windows, 72.

Women, village, 279 ff.
and baking, 269.
and hoarding, 153.
and religious observance, 59.
and village servants, 258,
as fomenters of feuds, 47-8.
change in position of, 228, 288 f.
co-operative societies for, 79, 85,

301,

customary position of, 279 ff.
depositors, 4, 86.
doctors, 339.
frugal house wife, 296-7.
influence of army on, 332-3.
money-lenders, 112-13,

Women, shortage of, 185 and (u.),

304 and (n.).
Sikh, 111-13, 204.

See Birth, Bndes, Children,
Daughter-in-law, Education,
Girls, Jals, Marriage, Mid-
wives, Mother-in-law, Purdah,
Religious instruction, Wife~
beating, Wives.

Women's, power, 287.

work, 290-1, 307-8; in Beas

district, 111 ; Gujranwala, z0;
Gujrat, 20; Gurdaspur, 235
Gurgaon, 290 ; Nili Bir, 226-8;
Ravi to Sutle] district, o4 ;
Rohtak, 185-8, 190-3, 196-7,
290 ; Salt Range, 65; Shah-
pur, 290 ; Sialkot, 20, 255-6;
South-east Punjab, 290,
See Grinding, Sewing machines,
Sowing, Spinning,

Wool, 34.

Worship, 111.

Yakubpur, 198.
Y.M.C.A., at Vanieke, 77-8,
Yugoslavia, 249 (#.).

Zafarwal, 248.
Zahidpur, 191, 198-9,
Zemindar, artisan, servant, and,
316-17.
grievances of, 242.
relalion of, and servant, 272.
Trading Company, 27.
what he does, 261, 3135,
See Small-holder, Peasant
Zendna, and the army, 185.
and the barber, 262,






