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PREFACE

During the period from January 1, 1938, to August I,
1939, except for a six-month interval, the writer was State
Supervisor of Rural Research in New Mexico under a codpera-
tive research agreement between the Division of Social Re-
search in the Federal Works Progress Administration and the
New Mezico College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts. In
the summer of 1938 he submitted to Dr. T. J. Woofter, Jr..
Coordinator of Rural Research, a proposed research preject
catitled “Social Organization in Dofia Ana County, New Mex-
ico.” The purpose of the proposed study was to describe
social organization in an area where the Spznish-American
pedple comprise a large proportion of the total population. As
originally outlincd, the contemplated study was to be of a
general nature with attention given to selceted factors related
to the social organization of the county chosen for study.

During the fall of 1538 preliminary work was begun on
collecting data on the varicus agencies and institutions in the
county, Meanwhile, it began to appear feasible to make &
charge in 2ppreach and to collect additional partinent data-so
that the study could be expanded into a doctoral disscriation.
As the work progressed it was decided to limit detailed descrip-
tion aad analysis to a group of Spanish-American villages and
hamlets which did not havs any surrcunding open-country pop-
ulation, and to study in detail the social erganization of these
ccoters in an attempt to discover the social-culturai precesses
determining the social organization. Late in 1940 the com-
pleted study, under the title Rural Social Organization in
Spanisk-American Culture Aren, was submitted to the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin as a doctoral disscrtation. This monograph
is & rcvision of that dissertation. In the revision the first four
chapters have been condensed and are presented as Chapter L
Some of the figures, 2ll of the appendix tables, and the bibli-
ography included in the original version have been omittzd,
The most pertinent sources listed in the bibliography can be
found in Lyle Saunders’ 4 Guida to Materials Bearing ot Cul-
turel Relations in Nosw Mesice, The University of New Mexico
Prees, Albuguerque. 1944. Anyone interestad in the detailed
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data which have been omitted in the revision should consult the
dissertation.

During the preliminary stages of the study, the writer made
numerous field trips out into the county and visited all the vil-
lages and hamlets. The peculiarities and similarities of the
various centers were observed, as well zs the relation of thesc
centers to other locality groups and to the open-country popu-
laticr.. As a result of these visits two villages and six hamlets
were selected for detailed study.

Historical and general background material pectaining to
the study were ohtained primarily from secondary sources,
although to scme extent zlso through personal interviews with
voth Anglo-American and Spanish-Amecrican persons well
acquainted with the history of the selected centers and with con-
ditions in the county in general. Data on agencies, institutions,
and sccial organizations in the county were obtained through
personzl interviews with reprcsentatives and leaders of each
of these. Personal interviews were 2'so used to collect informa-
tion corce~ning different locality groups.

Primary datz relating to the households in the selected vil-
lages and hamlets were collected by the writer and two field
vrorkers during the spring and summer of 1939. A schedule was
filled out during zn interview with either the head or the wife of
the head of a household. AL the houscholds in the eight vil-
lages and Kamlets were visited and schedules were filled out for
297 of the 306 households. The remaining househalds eitker
gava;lincompletc information or refused to give any infermation
ai all,

Date on the social-cultural processes werc cbtained almost
entirely through interviews. Field workcrs who collecred data
on the schedules were instructed to make written notes of any in-
fermation volanteered by the interviewee which might aid iz
analysis of the data on the schedules and which might conceiv-
ably add to an understanding of social erganization in the cen-
ters. At every available opportunity the writer himself went out
into the field ro help obtain schedules. This was done primarily
in order to obtzin first-hand information concerning the people
studied, but also in order better to interprot the data on the sche-
dules. By this procedure much information was gathered which
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related to the social-cultural processes determining social or-
ganization. This information, and knowledge gained through
analysis and interpretation of the data on the schedules, raised
new questions to be answered. Additional data needed were
obtained through interviews made during the spring of 1940.
A series of questions was formulated and answers were sought
to them through interviews with people in the centers ard with
Anglo-American and Spanish-Amecrican residents outside the
centers who werc known to be able to throw light on the infor-
mation nesded. Such a proccdure seemed the most practical for
securing data on the social-cultaral processes which had not
been secured cither from secondary sources or in connection
with the filling out of the household ackcdules.

Reference should be made to certain difficulties encountered
in making the interviews necessary to cbtain data for the study.
Before interviews werc made. steps were taken to insure sue-
cess in interviewing. The importance of having made the proper
contacts before zttemptirg to make interviews has been gen-
erally reccgnized in the field of social research. Such a step was
immediately secn by the writer 2s being of vital significance in
studying the Spanish-Americen villages and hamlets, Without
the proper means of identification, it appeared likely that the
desired information would not be given. Toward this ead, the
leaders in each center wers approached and the nature and pur-
pose of the study explained to them. Only then was interview-
ing begun.

The matter of establishing the proper contacts before the
interviews tock place was not the only problem faced in inter-
vicwing. I.anguage difficulties had tc be surmounted. A large
proportion of the héads of the Spanish-American households
and = still larger proportion of the wives of the heads were
unable to understand or speak English., Since the writer and
his field workers did not have sufficient mastery ¢f the Spanish
language to carry on interviews in Spanisk, it was necessary to
use interpreters. A number of Spanish-American boys or young
men with at least some high school gducation were engaged for
this purpose.

The use of Spanish-American interpreters, however, was
not solely an expedient employed because of language diffienl-

.
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ties. These interpreters in most instances were needed for an-
other reason, even in interviewing Spanish-American house-
holds where either the head or the wife of the head could speak
and understand English. It was necessary to have an inter-
preter along, not because he could act as interpreter, but be-
zause he was a member of the cultural groups to which the
kouseheld belongsd. Without the interpreter, it would often
have been impossible for the field workers to cbtain informa«
tion. The fact that the intesviewer was accompanied by a Span-
ish-American tended to Iull suspicions that otherwise would
have made difficult the acquisition of information.

The writer wishes w0 express his appreciation tc all the indi-
viduals who helped make this study possible, particularly
gertair petsons at the University of Wisconsin Dr. J. H.
Kolb, under whkose direction the dissertation originally was
written, gave guidance and enccaragement throughout the
study. Dr. Geerge W. Hill offered many valuablc criticisms
anl suggestiors, Dr. J. L. Gillin critically read the original
manuscript, as did Dr. David L. Campa, formerly of the
New Mexico College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts.

Acknowledgment for assistance in collecting the data in the
field is cve to Dorald A. Erunell, Kenneth K, Keliey, and espe-
cially Harald A, Pedersen, who did the greater portion of the
interviewing and showsd mruch interest in the study.

The Division of Social Research in the Federal Works
Progress Administration contributed financial assistance
through the Cooperative Plan of Rural Reseg-ch.

Appreciation also is expressed to the members of the house-
holds in the villages and ham'ets studied and to other residents
of Dofia Ana County, New Mexico, who so gracioasly fir-
nished information without which this study would not have
been possible.

Finally. the writer wishes to acknowledge 2 debt of grati-
tude to one close personal friend and associate for suggestions
and criticisms, for help io the tabulation of the data, for criti-
cally reading the manuscript, and for the patictice and under-
standing shown throughout the study,
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

In his study of American regionalism, Dr., Howard W.
Odum has described the “Southwest” as a cultural region long
differentiated from the “South” and nearer West than South,
including the four states of Texas, Oklahoma, New Mexico,
and Arizona. Because of its vastness the Southwest is less
homogenous thar the other maior regions of {he Uhnited
States.! A vivid picture of the Southwest is given by Dr.
Odum in the following words:

Wher we come to the great emerging Sonhwest, which surely is not
Ezsr, ner West, nat South, not North, we face the dilerama of finding
accurate delinegtion for sc great and diverse a regicn. We have pointed
out that beyond a doubt thic great ‘empire” is “American” ia size aad
open spaces with its symbol and reality of “the West,” its cradle of cow-
boy lore, its allegiance to the Old South, its Spanish origins and its his-
torical romance with Mex.co, its heiuic military traditions and episodes,
its great Indian territory and traditions, and its quick-gruwing cities and
“bigger and berter” motivations, of oil derricks and cattle ranges, cotton
fields and turkey ranches, American, too, it is in the precivilization sense
that it comprehends the basic examples of eacly American culture and of
the anthropologist’s “‘cultuse area.”

Because “American” culture is so new in this vast region, and because
Latin und Indian culture was so well imbedded there before the dominant
group etitered, there stiii remain more vestiges of the “foreign® civiliza-
tion than in any other postion of the nation. This situarion has been
perpetuated to some exteni by tie presence of vast numbers of “Mexi-
cans” in the present population—people of whom many have lived within
the segion for many generations, who speak the Spanish language and
liold dear mauy of the Spanish culture rasts so painstakingly taught them
by patient Catholic padres, vut who also retain mady of the deeper feel-
ings and more unobtrusive folkways of the Indians who have bequeathed
them a high percentage of the bluod whick courses through their veins.
Diominant though the “American” now is, his daily contaut with a Latin-
ized cuiture has bad its inevitable effect in his speech, his wanhers, his
ways of doing business, as weil s in the names he gives the streets of his
towos and his children,

1 Howaid W, Odum, dmerican Serial Problems, Holt, N. Y., 1935, p. 228,
11
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Here two great culture systems have met and clashed and fused and
are still in process of clashing and fusing. Here the elements in that typi-
cally American situation described as the “melting pot” are clearly drawn
because of the relatively small numbers of culture systems involved and
because of the distinct natuie uf those systems, Here, in a truly cultural
sense, is found and may be observed the last frontier. In these elements
the Southwest is American; in the further sense of beinging into contact
the two culture systems which dominate the Western Hemisphere and
affording a vescing ground and experimental field, here 1s an opporcunity
for the "America” of the north, the giant of the western political world.
to observe and select cultural elements and trairs which wili bring this
nation into closer understanding and sympathy with that older - America”
of the south, Latin America, wiich the circumstances of geograpiy and
politics have decreed must be our closest neighbor of the future, with all
the implications of that fact. Hetc we have a blending oi the two Amer-
icas, a circumstance which makes the region less “American” in the sense
of the United States than any other, buc from the point of view cof the
Hemisphere, the most tiuly Anierican of all possible regions.?

The cbove quotation is not only a very apptopriace charac-
terization of the Southwest as a region but also of New Mex-
ico, one of the states inciuded in the region. In this State three
cultures exist, namely, the Anglo-American, the Spanish-Amer-
ican, and the Indian.®* Large numbers of Indians reside in other
states, but none has such a great proportios of Spanish-Ameri-
cans as New Mexico. Spanish is spoken freely in the areas
where Spanish-Americans reside, and both English and Span-
ish are officiz] Ianguages in the state.

THE ProBLEM

The Spanish-Americans were for many gencrations the
ruling group in New Mexico. With the coming of the Anglo-
Americans their power dwindled, and with it went much of
what has been characteristic of the Spanish-American culture
of the past. Today large numbers of the Spanish-Americans

' 2[&;‘-1 | 25 153-2‘?9.

# Throaghont this paper the tarm *Angli-Amsrivan” zzfers to that portion
of the white race which is primarily English-spsaking. *Gpanish-American? is
4 e used by most prople in the Southwest £o designate that group of people

whith fs primarily 8panish-speaking, and which 1= most other parts of the United
States iz known as “Mexioan.?
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reside in small hamlets and villages to an extent that makes for.
a unique type of social organization.

Until quite recently very little had been done along the lines
of systematic study of social organization in areas where there
is a large proportion of Spanish-Americans. Lately, increased
interest has been shcwn in the scciological relationships of this
cultural group and in its relation tc other groups. A number of
studies have been made in New Mexico which present interest-
ing facts relating to the subject.* This study is an attempt to
contribute, in a meager way, toward one small gap in the avail-
able knowledge in the field.

The fundamental purpose of the study was to discover the
nature of rural social crganization in a Spanish-American area
in New Mexico and to discover the role of the socizl-cultural
processes in determining such social organization. Specifically,
anawers were sought to the following questions: (1) What
place do the cemmunity, the neighborhocd, and the hamlet an
village ceccupy in the social organization in the area? (2)
Wlat are the social institutions and agencies which play an im-
portant part in social organization and how are they related to
the wider social orgznization? (3) What are the characteris-
tics of selected hamlets and villages and of the popularion of
these centers? (4) What are the sccial-cultural processes
which help te explain the existence of unigue features of social
organization in the area?®

Historicar BACKGROUND

As eatly as 1530 the Spanish conquerors of Mexico heard
reports of large cities and fabulous wealth in the unknown
North. These reports led to Coronado’s expedition in 1540.
No large cities and no great wealth were found, and the unsuc-
cessful expedition returned to Mexico in 1542.° And for forty

4 Sae the writer's dissertation for reference to such studies.

5 A discusslon of the firs. two of these fon1 questions s of intevesr primanily
1o the profesrional sociologist. They are therefore treated cnly very briefly in
fhi; pa&er. For more detailed treatment see the study on which this monograph
is based.

8 Lansing B, Bioom and Thomas C. Dornelly, Neaw Mexice Hictory and
Cieirs, ‘The University Press, Albugquerque, 1933, PP, 2031,
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years after the expedition, little or no interest was shown in the
Pucblo country to the north. Then, toward the end of the
sixteenth century, religious and economic motives became fac-
tors in the settlement of New Mexico. In 1598, Don Juan de
Ofiate brought a group of colonists to northern New Mexico,
-where they eventually settled at San Gabriel.” Thus was begun
in New Mexico the first perranent establishment of European
civilization, with a new language, 2 new form of government,
and other cultural benefits.

New Mexican history from 1610 to 1680 may be called
“the great missicnary cra.” Padres followed the soldicrs and
built many missions, some of which are still standirg and in
use.? But, in 1680, the Pueblos revolted, and after driving out
their Spanish conquerors, destroyed much of the material cul-
ture introduced by the Spaniards. The revclt was, however,
shortlived, and after the suppression of a second uprising in
1696, New Mexico remained under Spanish cule until Mexico
achieved her independence from Spain in 1821.* In this period
the Spznish culture, with modifications to suit the rew condi-
tiens, became firmly cstablished in New Mexice. For over a
century and a gquarter nothing occurred to disturb the domi-
nance of the Spanish culture, the effects of which are so notice-
able in New Mexico today.

The twenty-five years of Mexican rule, until the American
conquest in 1846, were marked by a significant development of
trade. Mexican independence permitted commerce with the
United States. Ths first successful trading expedition from
Missouri to Santa Fe was conducted in 1821 by William Beck-
nell, fourder of the Santa Fe Trail. Trade across the prairies
devcleped rapidly and increased even more after the American
occupation® Culturally, New Mexico was still ticd to Mexico,
but in her cconomiz life she was turning more and raore to the
United States, '

" The development of trade routes with the TUrited States

Y Hubert H. Baueroft, Hiavry of drizona and New Mesawce, the Hisiosy
Comgan,y, San Frapciseo, 1339, pp. 710131,

Bloom and Tioenelly, ¢#. cif., pp. 91-96.

® Baweroft, op. cit,, Dp. 174-2Y7.

1), Bradfard Prince, 4 Goncise Aistory of New Mexico, The Torch Press,
Cedar Rapids. lowa, 1914, pp. 367-165
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during the period under consideration was of great importance
in the rise of the problem discussed in this monograph. Con-
tacts with the United States created economic opportunities
which led to migration into New Mexico from the East. Far
many years the Spanish culture _1'emained dominant, but events
were bringing abcut the establishment of two major cultural
groups. Gradually, the position of thc Spanish-Americans was
changed from that of a ruling group to what, in some degres.
may be called a subject people.

Under the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, ratified on May
30, 1843, New Mexico became 2 part of the United States.
Choicc of citizenship was given to the rcsidents of the area.t
Thers was scme discontent on the part of the inhabitants, but
most of them were satisfied in their new relations, since they
were given gensrous reccgrition in the new government and
their old laws, customs, religion, language, and civic rights wers
scrupulously respected.}? This recognition in the governmentzi
rachinery and the respect given to existing cultural institutions
is, no doubt, 2 major reason why the Spanish culture continued
in New Mexico.

New Mexico became a state in 1912. The constitution of
the state gave thocsugh protectivn t5 the Spanish-American
citizens with tespect to political rights and educaticral oppor-
tunities.!® Yet constitucional provisions do not ziways serve to
promete rapid social change in a group that has its roots in a
culture that has been several cenwuries in the making.

The place of the Spanish-Americans in the New Mexico set-
ting can farther Le indicated by brief references to certain
geographical features of the State and te the growth and dis-
tribution of the population during the last century.

New Mexico is a state of nearly 122,600 square miles. It
is almost square in oulline. Flevations range from about 3,co0
Feet in the southeastern corner to a little over 13,000 fest at
the top of the highest mountains. The state is traversed
approximately through the centes from mnoith to south by the

11 Ralph Emerson Twitchell, Leading Facts of New Mexico History, The
‘Torck Press, Cedar Rapids, Jowa, xyxy, Vol. 2, pp. 265-277.

125loom and Donneliy, op. i, p. 210

18 7hid,, pp. 239.
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Rio Grande. Generally speaking, “New Mexico consists of
high plateaus or mesas, with numerous mountain ranges, can-
yons, and valleys; some of the valleys are large enough to make
possible the carrying on of extensive agricultural operations
nnder irrigation,'** Practically all of the farming not carried
or. urder irtigation is being done by dry-farming methods under
a normal seasonal precipitation varving from approximately
cight to twenzy inches, with a long growing season in the lower
altitudes, a very short onz in the higher altitudes, Crops
adapted to the unirrigated sections are few in number becausc
of the lack of sufficient moisture and the short growing season.
On the other hand, in the irrigated valleys, with the moistare
factor largely under the control of the farmer, the number of
crops that can be grown is much larger and the crops are more
varied in type, and in the mountainous irrigated districts still
more crops of more difierent sorts can be grown®®

The climate of the state and its effect on agricultural pro-
Jdaction are impoitant from the standpeint of the dist.ibutior
of the Spanish-Americans in New Mexico. In the eatly days
of colonization, the number of different crops which could bs
grown was considerably more limited than at ihe present time,
and the early colonists were largely resiricted in their agricul.
tural pursuits to areas where some form of irrigation was pos.
sible, This fact e<plaiins why Spanish colonization was limited
to 2 narrow ribbon of setilements along the river valleys, Not
only were the carly Spanish scttlements in the river valleys, bat
it i3 ir these same areas that the lorgest proportion of Spuaish-
Americzns is found in New Mexico today, especially along the
Rio Grande and its tributaries,

Population growth in New Mexico was slow prior to the
{ime that the area became a part of the United States. Since
that time the population has increased from 61,547 in 1850
to §31,818 in 1540 ™ This growth was primarily due to nugra-‘
tion from other aress in the United States, but it was also in

14 Charles E. Linney, Fabian Garcia, and E, C, Hollinger, Climate cx It
A Feeis Crops and Rangar in ¥ew Mexico, Bulletin 182, New Mexico Agriculiural
Experiment Stadon, March, 1950, o 4

18 Ibid., ¥ 340

18 Sixtpenth Census of the United Staws, 1940, Populatioe, First Serles, p. 1.



RURAL SOCIAL ORGANIZATION 17

part due to the natural increase of the Spanish-Americans and
to a large immigration of people from Mexico.

It is difficult to say just what the proportions of Spanish-
Americans and Anglo-Americans have been at various times
since New Mexico was opened to outsiders. However, it 18
safe to assumc that nearly all of the 61.0006 inhabitants re-
corded by the Federal Census of 1850, Indians not included,
were of Spanish or Mexicaa origin, because the immigrants to
New Mexico from the United States were never very numer-
ous in the decades immediztely preceding the anaexation of the
territory, and certainly very few of those who did, enter the
territory in that period tended to contribute to the natural
increase. Even as late as 1880 nearly 85 per cent of the inhab-
itants of New Mexico were born in the state, according to data
given is Federal Census reports.

No accurate data are available to the proportion of
Spanish-Americans in the state during recent decades. In the
1930 Federal Census, persone of Mexican birth or parentage
who were not returned as whits or Indian were designated as
“Mexican” and included in the general class of “other races.”
This does not give an accurate picture because it does not in-
clude a very large proportion of those people who, though they
as e not of Mexican birth or parentage, nevertheless do belong
to that cultural group which is called Spanish-American. The
best sstimates, therefore, are in zll probability thoss of the
New Mexico Department ¢f Public Health, This depastment
has cstinated the percentage of Spanish-Amesicans in the non-
Indian population in each county. These percentages have been
based an the school census for the years 1932-1933, 1933~ 1934
and 1934-1935.7 On the basis of the estimated percentages, it
is calenlated that the total Spanish-American population in New
Mexico in 1930 was 207,833, or 49.I per cent of the total
population.

The distribution of the Spanish-Americar population in the
state is fully as important as the total number. Table 1 shows
the estimated proporticns of Spanish-Americans in the total

17 These estimates by the New Mexico Departnent of Public Health have
been obtained directly from the Department,

)
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non-Indian population and the calculated number of Spanish-
Americans by counties.

From Table 1 it will be seen that a number of counties in
New Mexico have a large proportion of Spanish-Americans in
the total non-Indian population. On the whole, the counties are
those which are traversed by +he Rio Grande and its tributaries

TABLE =

Now-INpfAN PepulAT:ON, TWllmAILG TERCINTAGE OI SpPAMSH-AMIRICANS IN
Nap-Inpran PopuLaTioN, avp Catcunvien NUMBER oF SPANISH-AMEPCANS,
BY CouNnTiLs, Ncw MEXIco, 1930

Percentage Number
County Non-Indian of 0
Population*® Sponish-Americanst Spanish-Americans}

B-raaiiilo 44,324 §51.85 23,846
Carron 3,283 459 1,477
Chaves 19,507 129 2,516
Colfax 19,153 454 8,695
Curry 15,804 4.2 664
De Baca 2,895 1.8 589
Dona Ana 27,302 (7R 4 17,637
Eddy 15,337 33.2 5258
Grant .9,046 577 19490
Guadalupe ;027 84.6 5,943
Harding 4p421 [3 % 2,290
Hidalgo 5025 40.3 2,049
Lea 63a4 0.3 49
Lincoln 4196 43 4 3,109
Luna 5,247 58.0 3,623
McKinley X081 37.0 4,156
Mora 10,322 953 9,327
Otero 7O7T 36.6 54330
Quay 10,828 22.9 2,4%0
Rie A-uiba 15,825 01.5 18,340
Rousevelt 11,0y 0.4 pry
Sandoval 8,214 85.7 4,875
San Juan GinaT 18.4 3,202
San Miguel 23,585 82.0 Ty,340
Saata Fe 9,1 54 68.2 15,049
Sierra 3ea84 58,/ 3,043
Socorro Py 84y 7,886
"Taos 23,629 233 12,743
Torrance 9,289 489 4,533
Unian L0835 20.3 2,238
Yaleneia 12,962 7o 10,110

¥ Computed from the Pifteenth Census of the United States, 930, Population,
Val. &, g 730, and from the Fifteenth Census of the United States, x930, The
Indian Population of the Umited States and Alaska, p. 29.

% Qbtained from the New Mexica Department of Public Health and based
ou the ychool cepsus for the years 1932-1933, £933-1934, and 1934-1933.

I Caleulated from the estimsted percentages in colimn three.
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Counties on the western and eastern borders of the state,
especially the latter, tend to have a small proportion of
Spanish-Americans.

The fact that there is a large number of Spanish-Americans
in New Mexico and that these people are concentrated in
zertain areas makes for interesting cultural variations, and it
also creates pertinent sccial probtlems within ths state. A
knowledge of social organization in an area where a large
proportion of the population is Spanish-American should ke
of interest to sociologists, both from the standpoint of its
theoretical implications and from the standpoint of the solu-
tion of problems growing out of the cultural variations which
exist.

DEsCRIPTION OF THE AREA

In the preceding paragraphs brief consideration has been
given to historical developments in New Mexico as they relate
to the problem of the study. It now remains to show very
briefly what relation the area with which this study deals bears
to these historical developments.

The dArea

‘The area included in this study is limited to Doifia
Ana County, New Mexico. The county is located in the
southern part of the state, bordering on Texas and the Republic
of Mexico (IFig. 1). It ranked tenth in the state, in 1930, with
reference to the percentage of Spanish-Americans in the total
non-1ndian population, Only three counties at that time Lad
a larger nuwmber of people in this cultiral group,

No attempt has beern made in this study to coasider Dajia
Ana County s representative of the wider Spanish-Ametican
area in New Mexico, It was cstimated in 1930 that fifteen
of the thirty-one counties in the state had over 50 per zen: of
Spanish-Americans in the total non-Indian population. These
counties cover 54,657 square miles, oxr 44.6 per cent of the
toial area of the state. Tt is highly iraprobable that 20y one
county could be selected that would be representative of such
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a large area. Therefore, no attempt will be made to apply the
results of this study to the Spanish-American area of the state
as a whole.

In order to understand the nature of rural social organiza-
tion in Dofia Ana County and to discover the role of social-
cultural processes in determiningz sach social erganizaticn. it
is necessary to give a brief description of selected factors per-
taining to the county as a whole. These factors include topo-
graphical features, the history of the county, population
characteristics, agriculture, the population centers, transpor-
tarion and communication facilities, and economic agencies.

Topography

Early trade routes to northern New Mexico followed the
river valley extending through the county. Lack of rainfall
delayed settlement until irrigation could be put inio practice
and has resulted in the type of agriculture carried on in the
county. This lack of precipitation and the resulting type of
agriculture have made for a concentration of the population in
or near the irrigated area, On the other hand, the presence of
tke Ric Grande with its flocd waters was origirally respensible
for the concentration cf some of the population in smail cen-
ters on the mesas adjoining the river.

Dofia Ana County is traversed from northwest to south.
east by the Rio Grande, with a narrow strip of land, averaging
two miles in width, under irrigation along the river. The area
outside the irrigated lands is sparsely vegetated, due to the
lack of adequate rainfall. The precipitation varies between
eight 2nd ten inches zlong the Rio Grande Valley and is
slightly higher over the mesas, foothills, and mountains. Most
aof the rainfall occurs frem July to November, inclusive. The

ean temperature of the lower districts is about 58 to 60 de-
grees, with a maximum of about 100 degrees in the summer
and approaching zerc in the winter.’”® The soils in the irrigated
area consist of alluvial deposits laid down by the Rio Grande,
The yarying mass of sediment brought down by the river has
resnlted in an extreme complexity of soils. In general the soils

8 C, E. Lincey, Carcia, and Hollinger, 0p. cif,, p. 52.
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are very productive, and the area is well suited to any crop
which can be grown within the limits of climatic adaptation.*®

Histery

The history of Dofia Ana County is important because of
its relation, direct and indirect, to the sociai organization of the
county, Historical developments were the cause of the presence
of two divergent cultural groups. The concentration of a large
part of the Spanish-American population in small villages and
hamiets has been due partly to historical factors. The same
may bz said of the agriculture whick is carried on in the area.
Finzlly, the social-cultural processes which determine rural
socizl crganization in the county must be interpreted in the
light of historical develolpments.

The Spaniards undoubtedly were the first white men to
enter the county. The earliest recorded visit is that of Ofate,
who stopped in the vicinity of what is new Mesilla on his expe-
dition into northern New Mexico in 1568, But for over twe
hundred years after this first expedition no settlement was
made. After several unsuccessful attempts by the Spanish set-
tlers, in the vicinity of El Paso, te cffect settlement of lands
in what is now Dofia Ana County, 2 permanent colony was
establiched in 1843 at Dofia Ana.®®

After the Treatv of Guadalupe Hidalgo the Mexican gov-
ernment encouraged settlers in New Mexico to return to Mex-
ico, and in order ro avoid Ainerican citizenship,®* many of the
native residents of Dofia Ara moved across the rives znd. in
1850, fouaded the town of Mesilla about ten miles south
of Dofin Ana. Meanwhile negotiations under way between
the United States and Mexico resulted in the Gadsden Pur-
chase, effected late in 1853, Under this agreement the area
into which settlecs had moved from New Mexico now became
a part of the United States and the settlers again found them.

9 Byron Hunter, P, W. Cockerill, and H. B, Pingrey, T'ypr of Farming and
Ranching dreas in Nesu Bfesico, Part X%, Builetin 267, New Mexico Agricultural
Bzperiment Station, Decamher, 1939, I 62,

R0 Twitchell, ¢p, eit, Yol. 3. pp. 196-297.

2 John B. Vaughan, Hirtory and Government of Nowu Mexico, published by
the author, State College, N, M., 1926, pp. 162-3635.
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selves American citizens.® The founding of Mesilla, because
some of the inhabitants wanted to be in Mexican territory, 18
only one of several similar instances, although it is the one con-
cerning which most historical information is available. Besides
Mesilla, it appears that San Miguel, Old Chamberino, La
Utnion, and probably La Mesa originated from the sam-~
cause.?

Dofia Ana County was organized in 1852 by an act of t!m
territorial legislature.® The growth of the county after its
urganization was greatly enhanced by thes development of
gransportation and communication facilities. Mesilla became
an important station on two overland stage routes,® an.d a
stage line from Santa Fe made connection with the two lines
at Mesilla, By 1877 New Mcxico had tclegraphic communi-
cations with both sides of the continent. The teclegraph was
followed by the railroad and, in 1881, the Santa Fe line, which
had been extended from the north, reached El Paso.?®

Rapid economic growth in the Mcsilla Valley, after the
coming of the railrcad, stili had to wait for another major
develcpment, nzmely, the construction of the Elephant Butte
Reserveir. Prior to the construction of the dam. cultivation
was carried on by irrigation through private cflort. Each
comnrtity built and maintained its own community ditck and
diverted water directly from the river without awy type of
storage. The area uvnder irrigation during that period was only
a fraction of the area that is now being irrigazed. It was not
the efficient type cf irrigation later carried on,

Lack of storage facilities created a further difficulty in that
iz was not possible to control the unruly Ric Grande during
flood conditions. The remedy was the Elephant Butte Reser-
voir. This project was comgleted by the United States Recla-
mation Service in 1916, making possible irrigation of areas in
New Mexico, Texas, and Chihuahua. At the same time it has

22 Twitchell, ap. cit. Vol. 3, p. 199.

“t Maude E. McFie, 4 History of the Masilla Vallcy, Senior ‘Thesis, New
Mexico State College, 1903, p. 30.

24 Twitcheli, 0p rit, Vol. 3, pp. x83-188.

26 P, M. Baldwin, “A Short Histoxy of the Mesilla Valley,” New Mexiro
Ristorical Review, 133 318-315, July, 1938.

26 Vaughan, op. cit, pp. 189-192.

.
]
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largely eliminated the danger of major floods. In fact, the
0ods along the Rio Grande were partially responsible for the
location of the centers which are given special consideration in
this study, Recently, a secondary storage dam has been con-
structed at Caballo, about twenty miles below the Elephant
Butte Reservoir, This has made possible the development of
Elccgric power at the latter dam, the sale of which is vsed tc
liquidate ths construction charges on the original dam,

Agriculiure

The type of agriculture has affected the distribution of the
Population, the occupational activities of the inhabitants, the
type of land tenure, the degree ot economic security prevailing
among the different classes of people, and the attitudes of many
of the People of the area—particularly the Spanish-Americans.

_P{actically all of the farming donc i Dofia Ana County is

Y Irrigation, as the raiafzll is toc light to permit dry farming.
Jater for irrigation purpeses i3 obtained from the Elephant
IEUttc‘ Reservoir, The irrigation water is diverted from the
TIVer Into main canals at appropriate locations and then through
laterals to the farms, Dr:ainage is accomplished by means of
open drains. The supply of irrigation water has always been
#dequate, aithough the low precipitation in recent years has
caused some limitation to be placed on the use of the water.
. . The growing season, the soil fertility. and the supply of
Irrigation water are all favorable for a wide selection of crop
enterprises, The erops grown in Dofia Ana County, in order of

lmportance, are cotton, alfalfa, corn, sorghums, vegetabies,
and fruit. Cotton is of such importance that the entire system
of farmipy

ming is built largely sround it. The relatively high aver-
.32¢ yicld is a factor favarable to the maintenance of a high
pereentage of the land in cotton.

¢ land zrea not under irrigation is mare or less devoted
to cattle grazing, Much of it is public domain. There are
fumber of relatively large ranches in the country. The cattle
industry ranks second to cotton on & cash income basis. Sheep
and 5o2ts are also raised or a few farms 2"

n Lintgy, Garda, aad Halllager, op, rit, bo 220
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Reference has been made to the early efforts at irrigation.
At the beginning of the present century this system pretty much
prevailed. A large majority of the farmers were Spanish-
American, cash production costs were low, operation and main-
tenance of community irrigation ditches were carried on by the
labor of the users of the water, little farm machinery wsas in
use, and a very small proportion of the farms employed labor.®
The agricultural situaticn resulting from this system is
described in the following words:

The faim population practiced a mixed type of commercial and non-
connnercial farming. Farmers satisfied the major part of their food needs
from their own farms and, in addition, rzised some surplus crops for
adjacant mackets. Farmers were not dependent upon distant and Austu-
ating markets. ‘The need for higli cash returns was not great. Transfer
of farms was relatively infrequent., Stability and security, rather than
speculation and insecurity, were characteristics of the area.®

This was the situation at the beginning of the present cen-
tury. Between 1910 and 1920, during which period the recla-
mation project was completed, changes occurred with respect to
the nature of farming in the county. The number of farms in-
creased slightly and the average crop acreage per farm in-
creaced appreciably, The proportion of full owners to 21l farm
operators decreased, and the proportion of farms employing
cash Jabor increased considerzbly. Cash expenditures for farms
increased almost three-fold, while the ¢rop acreage per farm
increasad only by half. The value of machinery per farm in-
creased tremendously, Expenditures for farm fertilizer
increased feurteen-fold. Mortgage indebtedness rose sharply.®®

The tendency towards 2 more highly commercialized type
of farming, which developed with the coming of the irrigaticn

28 Reconnaissance Survey of Human Dependency on Resources im the Rio
Grande Waiershed, Ragional Bulletia No. 33, Conservation Economics Series No,
8, United States Departnent of Agricultore, Soil Conservation Bervice, Reglon
Eight, December, 1936, p. 99. This reference and suhsequent refarences to the
same source, unless ctherwise noted, refer not only to Dofia Aoz County but to
El Paso County, Teans, as well. The above report conzidera these Lo scunties
us one unit,. However, the conditions in the two countiea are similar enough to
justify tke usa of the inforaation given as applicabie to Doda Ana County,

20 ihid., p. 99

86 7hid., pp. 100-102.
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project between 1910 and 1920, was to a large extent the result
of the imposition of a heavy financial burden, which was in turn
due to the cost of the irrigation project. After the completion
of the dam construction and water costs were so high that it
became necessary to change to more efficient farming methods.
This chzngs might have been fully justified cn econcmic
greunds, but from the standpoint of socivlogical consequencss
it left much to be desired. Many small Spanish-American farm
owners lost their land. Instead of being farm owners, they
became either farm tenants or laborers, usually farm laborers.
Scme already lived in the villages, but many of the others were
forced to move thers cr to remain on their former farms either
as tenants or laborers.

Tke development of the Elephant Butte irrigation project
was not the only important factor in the changirg agriculturzl
economy in Dofia Ana County during the present century. A
sccond yery important factor was the introduction of cotton in
19:8. This development accelerated and intensified the process
which the creation of the irrigatica project had started earlier,
In other words, the introduction of cotton made possible a stili
more highly commercialized type of farming. The importance
of the construction of the irrigation projest and the introduc
tion of cotron is seen from the following quotation:

Cotton completed the process :mtiated by the cunstruction of the irgi-
gation project: the process by which the commercially isolated and stable
agrizultural communicy of 1500 and 1910 was anrexed te & coramercial
aystem of industrially organized prodyction and a world market, In this
process the irvigation project muay be regarded noi s a casual but as an
instrumental factor. It was the instrument by which this essentially
self-sufficiug area was opened to commercial exploitation. The establish-
ment, via the firse invesunent, of a legal ciaim upon the resources of the
area and the labor of its inhabitans, a claim which could not immediately
be satished, led to the dispossession of dhe natives, and their replacement
by American settlers financed by American cupival. These settlers, with
cash obligations to meet, and with aspirations toward a mode of living
tequiring large amounts of cash, constituted 2 new and large market
both for the sale of consumption goods and the investment of capital. The
dispossesed Spanish-Aunericans, wich no other means of livelihood than
the sale of their Iabor, constituted the necessary cheap labor supply,
suppitmented by importation of labor from old Mexico. Bince they were
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now to a greater extent dependent upon cash, they constituted an addi-

tional market for consumption goods. In addition, a large area not

previously under cultivation was subjugated, settled and put to intensive
81

use.

The net result for Dofia Ana County has been an economy
that kas been detriinental to certair segments of the population.
All that 1s necessary is to visit some of the Spanish-American
villages along the Rio Grandc to discover this. The develop-
ment of the irrigation project and the introduction of cotton
have urndcubt=dly mads it possible to support 2 much large
population than would otherwise have been the case. But the
conszquences have not all been for the better, at least so far as
the Spanish-Americans are concerned. One writer in discussing
the situation states the problem zs follows:

. « . The result, at the present tume, is that the area contamns a large
but Lighly stratified pepulation divectly dependent upon the iand re-
sources, cither as farm operators or farns laberers, This pepulation, in
consequence of the devotion of the land to the production of cash crops,
constirutes a large and presumably profitable market for commercial
purveyors of all types of goads, services and capital. A ‘small minority of
the resident population has u relatively high living standard but so much
insecurity that its activities may be mos. accurately characterized as gam-
bling, with the stakes high income versus bankruptcy. The great major-
ity of the resident population is supporied at a pennanentily low income
level and a high insecurity level.32

The place of the irrigation project and of cotton in the
agricultural situation in Dofia Ana County has been discussed ac
some length because it is vitally significant. itisin the light of
this situation that the findings of this study to a large extent
must be interpreted.

Dopulation
Social organization in Dofia Ana County is related to the
distribution of the population and to the presence of two
divergent cultural groups. The latter is important because of
its relation to the social-cultural processes which affect social
organization.

81 Ibid., pp. 10y-109.
32 1bid, . x27. '
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The population of Dofia Ana County has been increasing
rapidly since 1910, the first census year that the area of the
county was the same as at present (Table 2). The most rapid
increase occurred between 1920 and 1930. Since 1930 the per-
centage increase has been small compared with the increase
during the two preceding decades.

TABLE =
PoruraTion or Dofs Awa CouNnTy, 1910-1940

Increase over pieceding

Year Population Census

Number Per cent
1910 12,393 -— —
1920 16,543 2,65% 28.3
1930 27,455 10,907 65.9
1940 10,41X 2,956 10,8

Data for 1920 to 1930 taken from the Fifteenth Consus of t_he United Ststes, 1930,
Population, Vol. 1, p. 730, and data for 1542 from the Sixteenth Census of the
United States, 1940, Population, First Series, New Mexico, p. 2.

The population density of Dofia Ana County in 1940 was
8.0 persons per square mile as compared with 4.4 persons for
the State as a whole. HHowever, the population density taken
far the whole county has little meaning since the greatest por-
tion of the county is very sparsely populated. In general, the
population is concentrated in the irrigared area or in small pop-
ulation centers bordering this area. At the time this study was
made, practically the only people living cutside this area were
those residing on isolated ranches,

Dofia Ana County is predominantly rural. Tn 1940 only
slightly over one-fourth of the population was urban, Nearly
twofifths of the total population was ruralfarm while only
about three tenths was rural-nonfarm. The popuiation of Las
Cruces, the only urban center, was 3,939 in 1920, 5,811 in 1930,
and 8,383 in 1940,

Ascording to the Federal Census, of the 29,4535 persons in
Dbfia Ana County in 1930, 11,498, or 4X.9 per ceat, were
rative white primarily of native parentage.®® There were only

D
53 Data are takan from the 1930 rensuz becavse the tjassificdtions used in the
194n Cansus mive 4 lesa clear pictore.
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306, or 1.1 per cent, foreign-born White and 649, or 2.4 per
cent, Negro.®* The remainder were classified as “other
races.”

Nearly all in this category were listed as “Mexican,” there
being 14,765 of this group, 153 Indians, 64 Japanese, and 20
others the 1acs of which cannot be ascertained. The “Mexicans”
constituted §3.8 per cent of the total population in the couaty.
It is not possible to break down the “‘other races” category for
the urban, the rural-farm, and the rural-nonfarm population,
but in view of the small number of persons other than “Mexi-
can” in the category. it is still possible to work out fairly accu-
rate proportions. Persons classified under “other races” con-
stitute 21.5 per cenc of the urban pepulation (Las Cruces).
59.6 per cent of the rural-farm population, and 69.4 per cent
of thc rural-nonfarm population. In other words, the “Mexi-
can” population is concentrated in the villages and ‘hamlets in
the county.

The proportion of “Mexicans™ given above does aot give
a true picture of the proportion of Spanish-Americans in the
county, since “Mexicans” accerding to the 1930 Federal Census
include only persons of Mexican birth or parentage who were
not definitely returned as white or Indian. There are a large
number of Spanish«Americans in the county not included in the
category *‘Mexican.” The estimates of the New Mexico
Department of Health, based on the school census for the years
1932-1933, 1933-1934, ard 1934-1933, set the proportion of
Spanish-Americans in Dofia Ana County at 64.6 per cent of the
total non-Indian population. On the basis of "he total non-
Indian population of 27,302, in 1930, this would mean that
there wers 179,736 Spanish-Americans. This is a considerably
larger figure than that given under “Mexican” in the 1930
census.

The age and sex distributicn of the total population of
Defia Ana County in 1930 is shown in Figure 2. This distribu-
tion is closely similar to the distribution for the total popula-
tion of New Mexizo at that time,

3 The Negro populatmn in the county is concentrated in one area of Las
Cruces, in the village of Vado, and in severa: opezn coantry setilements, These
asttlements, however, ate very small and sre widely senitered.
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Service Centers®®

The population centers of the county are concentrated in
the Rio Grande Valley either in the irrigated area or on the
edge of the mesas which border the irrigated arca (Fig. 3).
Las Cruces, the county seat, is located almost in the center of
the county. The only incorporated viilage is Hatch, located in
the northern part of the county, In addition te Las Cruces and

atch there are twenty-five unincorporated villages or ham-
lets.® All of these are located in the valley, with one exception,
Organ, a smail center located about fifteen miles sorthesast of
Las Cruces on U, S. Highway 70. The names of the centers
with their estimated population at the time this study was made
zre shown in Table 3:

TARBLE 3
Namrs AND PorULATION OF SERVICE CENTFRY, Dolia ANa CounTy, 1930
Kame Popalation Name Popuiation
Angestaras 69 Mesilla g5C
Anthony-La Tuna 700 Mesilla Park 500
Berino 152 Mesquite 225
Chamberino 102 Organ 6o
Dofia Ana 453 Old Picacho 102
Fairacres 18 Piacitas 263
Garfield 150 Radium Springs 2
Hatch 1,050 Rincon 525
Hill 25 Rodey 241
Lu Masa 565 Salam 175
La Upion 200 San Miguel goc
Las Craces 8,385 Stats College ass
Leasburg 42 Tostugas 350
Vado 350 . n

The centers have been classifierd according to size (Table
4). Las Cruces, with a population of 8,384, accounts for 51
per cent of the total population of all the centers, and Hatch,
with an estimated population of 1,050, accounts for 6.4 per
cent. The ten unincorporated villages and the fifteen hamlets
account for 31.4 and 1x,2 per cent respectively, The average
size of the unincorporated villages is 5§16 and of the hamlets
123 persons.

Ayl —————rry

35 This term s vaed for cenvenlence but It is not steiutly applicable, sinee
theve are a pumber of populaion centers without amy scrvices,

3¢ Thers ure three rollvaad stops on the Southeen Paecifie ling in the southern

past of the county which ave also shown in Figure ¢ bot these only provide postal
fuaciliefes ta the ranchers, in addition to meeting the railroad needs.
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TABLE 4

PopuraTiON OF SERviCE CENTERS, CrLassiFIED BY TYPE OF CENTER,
Dofia Ana County, 1939

Type Namber Paopulation
of of Number Total Per cent
center centers  per center per class of total
City 1 8,385 8,383 51.0
Incorporated village 1 1,050 1,050 6.4
Uuincorporated village 10 516 5155 314
Hamleta* 15 123 x,%38 11.2

* Hamlet here means a center between 25 and 250 population.

Transportation and Communication

Not all the centers have railroad or bus facilities. A num-
ber of centers are located some distance from the railroad and
from the highways over which the buses travel.

There are three telephone exchanges. These are located at
Las Cruces, Hatch, and Anthony. Most of the telephones in
the county are located in Las Cruces, Hatch, Anthony, Mesilla
Park, and State College. However, nine of the ten unincor-
porated villages and eight of the fifteen hamle:s have at least
one. Very few of th= heuseholds in the centers, other than
those mentioned above, have telephones. Even in those centers
z large proportion of the households have rone, The telephone
subscribers are almost entirety Anglo-American.

Las Cruces has a Western Union telegraph office in addi-
tion to the one operating in connection with the Santa F= Rail-
road Five other centers having telegraph services have it only
in connection with the railroad.

There are three newspapers in the ccunty, two in Las
Cruces and one in Hatch, One Las Cruces newspaper is a daily
and Sunday paper. The other Las Cruces papzr and the Hatch
paper are weeklies. Perhaps more important than the local
papers are those from cutside the county. Two El Paso and
two Albuquerque dailies have 2 large number of local sub-
scribers. The El Paso papers especially cater to Dofia Ana
County because of proximity and many common interests.
Much news from the county is found in these papers. In addi-
tion to the above papers there are also a Spanish daily news-

3
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paper and a Spanish weekly newspaper, both published in El
Paso, which circulate in the county, primarily in the vicinity of
Las Cruces. Generally speaking, the newspapers only have
a limited circulation. Relatively few of the Spanish-American
households subscribe. A large proportion of the Spanish-Amer-
icans do not speak English, let alone read the language.

Economic Agencies

Social organization in a given area is, to a large extent,
dependent on and influenced by the economic services which are
available. In Dofia Ana County the one city, Las Cruces, has
2 much larger number of business firms than any other center.

Some primary services are provided in the unincorporated
villages and hamlets and in the open country. Itis Las Cruces,
however, that prevides specialized services. It has a trade arzsa
extending over most of the courty, although the utilization of
these services decrcases as the distance from the center in-
creases. In the northern part of the county much of the trade
centers in Hatch. In the southern part some of he villages pro-
vide more services than is true of the villages as a whole, The
situztion in the southern part of the county is also complicated
by proximiry to El Pzso, Texas. The retail trade area of that
center very definitely extends into the southern part of Dofia
Ana County, and to some exient to other parts of the county.
A large number of people in Las Cruces and its surrounding
open~country area go to El Pase, not only for specialized serv-
ices, but to supply primary needs as well.¥

Irdustry is usually not important in agricultural villages.®
This is trus in Dofia Ana County. Corton gins. moat of them
codperative, predominate. As a rule, they are located along
the railroad, either in the population centers or in the open
country. Qther enterprises associated with cotton production
include 2 cotton compress and a cottonseed oil will. In addition
to the enterprises developed as a result of cofton production,
PR .

87See . H. Kolb und R A, Polson, Trunds in Toan-Cuntary Relations,
Baseasch Bulisvn sy, Agricoltural Esperiirent Station, University of Wisconsin,
September, 1931, pp. 27-51 for & disenssion of thiu sort of tendenry.

581, H, Rolb and Bdmuod de §, Brunner, 4 Study of Rural Society, Hough~
ton Mifftin, Boston, 1935, p. 507.
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there are a number of other manufacturing and processing
plants. Most of them are small and of a varied nature.

Attention has now been given to the historical background
and to a general description of the area being studied. It will
now be possible to concentrate on the underiying purpose of the
study and to seek answers to the specific queations which were
raised in the first chapter and which form the central theme of
this monograph. In other words, what is the nature of rural
sacial organization in 2 Spanish-American area in New Mexico
and what arc the social-cultural processes which help determire
such rural social organization?

Locavrity Grours 18 DoRa Axa County®

In addition to the city, the incorporated village, the ten
unincorporated villages, and the fifteen hamlets mentioned in
the previous chapter, there are also neighborhoods and com-
munities in Dofia Ana County. Tt now becomes necessary to
delineate these last two types of locality groups and to show
their relaticn tc edch other.

Commaniiies

There are three definite cormmunity areas in Dofia Ana
County (Fig. 4). They include nearly ali the population in the
county, Within each area there are, in addition to the com-
munity center and the scattered open-country population, a
number of definite locality groups. These consist of neighbor-
hoods, hamlets, and villages.

The largest of the three communities is the cne which has
the city of Las Cruces as its center. This community covers the
width of the irrigated section of the Rio Grande Valley and
extends fifceen miles north, to Radium Springs, and abour the
same distance to the south, Within this larger area there are,
in addition te Las Cruces, twc open-ccurtry neighborhoods,

T “This section ia only a brief summary of a detalled discussiop of the subject

as presented i Chepter IV of the wrirer's doworal dissartarion cpon which this
monograph is based.
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three hamlet neighborhoods, five hamlets, and five villages. In
the open country around Las Cruces and around some of the
smaller population centers are dispersed farmsteads. Las
Cruces is the main service center for the people in the smaller
centers and in the open country, particularly for those residing
nearby. It is also the service center for the Hatch community
area with respect to specialized scrvices.

A second community area is the one just mentioned as being
served to some extent by Las Cruces. It is centered around the
incorporated village of Hatck. This community also stretcnes
over the width of the irrigated territory and cxtends about
fourtesn miles to the south of Harch, while to the north it
extends the eleven miles to the county line and about an addi.
tional ten miles intc the adjoining county. That part of the
Hatch service area lying within Dofia Ana County includes, in
addition to Hatch, two open.country neighborhoods, two ham-
let neighberhoods, two hamlets, and two villagee. Except for
such specialized services as may be obtained in Las Cruces,
Hatch is the service center for the surreunding open-country
populatien and for ths population of the smalker centers inso-
far as these are unable to provide the necessary services.

The third community area is the one in which Aathony-La
Tuna is the center. This community area extends across the
rrigated valley. It reaches north abeut twelve miles, where it

overlaps a little with the Las Cruces community arez, and ex-
tends seven miles to the south, belew La Union in Dofia Ana
County and approximately the same distance into El Paso
Couny, Texas. Within the ares arc one open-country neighbor-
hood. two hamlet neighborhoods, two hamlets, and three vil-
lages besides the commurity center.*® Anthony-La Tuna setves
the apen-country population and that of the smaller centers in
the arca wherce these centers are not a2ble to provide the neces-
sary services, The community center, hiowever, occuplies a less
important place {rom the standpoint of services than do the

e Lt = 4

40 A count of the hamlet neighborhepds and the villagea mentionad as heing
included io the three cammuunity areas will show that the number is one more in
ench case than shown in Figure 4. This is because ane of each is within the
porifon of the Las Cruces aad Anthouy-Ya Tusa arcas which overlap with each
other,
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community centers in the other two community areas. This is
because of its proximity to El Paso, Texas.

In addition to the three community areas which have been
described, there is a narrow irrigated strip in the southern part
of the county south of the Anthony-La Tuna area which is popu-
lated but which doee net have any population centers. There is
cre open-country neighborhood in the area The people go to
the village of Canutille, Texas, for some of their services, but
are mostly witkin the larger service area of El Paso Texas.

A question may be raised as to whether these communities
are what is commaonly called the rural community. The rural
community concept has been accepted guite generally among
rural sociologists and has been used to describe a type of local-
ity-group organization which characterizes large parts of rural
United States, Two quotations may be given to indicate the
meaning which has been given to the concept. One reads as
follows:

The term reral communisy has come to be used by sociologists to indi-
cate the telationships existing between people and institutioas in the arca
composed of a village and its surrounding farms. Such rural communities
are typical in American agriculture in which faim families ase dispersed
vpon their lands about a village or town which serves as a center for their
buying, marketing, church-going, recreational, and other common activi-
ties, Tle farmer needs the viilage, and the village, in tucq, existing be-
cause of the farmer’s needs, r.eeds hita, The two, farm and viliage, form
partg of a whole.#

Another definition of the rural community is stared in the
tollowing words:

A rursl community consists of tha sacial intaraction of the pecple and
the institations in g local area in which they live on dispersed farmsteads
and in a hamlet or village which forms the center of their common
Activiting 42

These twa quotations set forth the idea of the rural com-
munity as the concept is used in the United States. The

U.W, G Mather, T\ H. Towneend, winl Dwight Sanderson, 4 Sady of
Rural Qommunity Development in Waterville, New York, Bulletin 608, Cornell
Unlversity, Agricultural Experiment Statlon, June, 1934, 3 5.

42 Dvight Sanderson, The Rurgl Community, Ginn, Boston, 2938, p. 481,
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question is whether the community areas found in Dofia Ana
County conform to the concept as it has been expressed. The
position taken by the writer is that this is not unqualifiedly the
case.

As was mentioned above, there are several villages and
hamlets in each community area in addition to the community
center, The presence of these locality groups within the com-~
munity docs not necessarily viclate the rural community concept.
Elsewhere in the United States the rural community is often
considered to include such small hamlets and villages, as well
es neighborhoods. What makes the situation in Dofia Ana
Ccunty unique is the fact that there are so many hamlets and
villages in a community and that scme of the villages and the
hamlets do not serve any open-country population. Thus. in
the area studied, the commueity does not consist of ‘“the rsla-
tionships existing between people and institutions in the area
compesed of a village and its surrounding farms,” Instead it
consists of the relationships existing between pecple and iastis
tutions in the area composzd of a main center znd its surround-
irg centers and farms,

The question may now be raised as tc whether some of the
villages and hamlets, other than the designated community
centers, may not be centers of smaller communities. Tn other
words, are there not smaller communities within the three
communities that have been described? The answer must be in
the negative, There are two rezsons why this position ig takea.
In the firet place, a large proportion of rhe farm families are
not “dispersed upon their lands about a village . . ' A
large portion of the farm are2 in Dofia Ana County is farmed
nect by small individval family units but by farm operators
with large holdings. These holdings necessitate o large supply
of farm laborers. Many of these laborers live in the hamlet
or village centers rather than on the farms, The same may be
said with respect to many of the farm tenants and owners. In
some instances there is no open-country population around the
small centers, The idea of 2 town-country relationship as set
forth in the definitions of a rural cemmunity given above, there-
fore, does not have applicability for a large proportion of the
persons dirsctly engaged in agriculture in Dofia Apa County,
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In the second place, the concept of the rural community as
set forth by Sanderson does not have full applicability in the
area studied because in many, if not most, instances the inhab-
itants of the area, whether living on the farms or in the centers,
find that their center does not serve ‘‘as a center for their buy-
ing, marketing, church-going. recreational, and other common
activitics.,”) Some of thesc nceds may be met in some centers,
but often only a few of them. and in some instances practically
nons of them.

Tt was thus s=en that the centers, other than the designated
community center, in each of the three communities described,
do not constitute rural community centers. There are, there.
fore. no other communities. The three larger areas are the
only ones which are inclusive enough to be considered rural
communities. These three areas zlone have a great enough
degree of self-sufficiency to bave the town-country relationships
which characterize the rural commusnity. Yer, it must be res
membered that in each case the relationship is cne existing
in an area composed of 2 main center and its surrounding small
centers and farms. If this qualification is taken into consider.
ation, the three communities in Dofia Ana County may be
considered as rural communities without violating the rural
comraunity concept because the center of each community does
serve the people in the community area, whether they live in
the open country or in hamlets or villages, and because there
is 2 social interaction within these areas that tends to create a
psychological basis for the community.

Neighborhoods

In discussing the communities in Dofia Ana County in
the preceding section, it was pointed out that, in the exist-
irg community areas, there are 1 number of neighborhoods.
These consist of two major kinds, open-country and hamlet
neighborhoods. The open-country neighborhoods may be
divided into two typss, namely, socigl end institutional neigh-
borhoods.*®* Therc are seven open-country neighborhoods

43 The soc1al neighbodhaods as thonght of hece me “focal groups chargeter-

Hled by neighberliness, vigiting and informal sociabllity, and various formse of
arganized suciel activity” and the fastitutionsl neighborhnods are Yiocality groups
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and six hamlet neighborhoods in the county (Fig. 4). Of the
former, five are social neighborhoods and two are institutional
neighborhoods.

Three of the social neighborhoods are located on large
farms. As has been stated, a large portion of the farm area
ir Defia Ana County is farmed by operaters with large hold-
ings rather than by individual families. In some instances the
agricultural laborers on these farms live in ncarby population
centers. On the other band, some of them live on these large
farms, either in isolated dwellings or in small clusters, It is
the clusters of families that are important here beczuse they
form what may be considered neighborhcods. These groups
of families probably would no% consider themselves as consti-
tuting neighberhoods because such a concept has little meaning
to the people of the area. Yet even though the pecple would
not think in terms of living in a neighborhood, these clusters,
nevertheless, have some of the characteristics of one type of
open-country neighborhood: namely. the social neighborhood,
characterized by neighborliness, visiting, and informal socia-
bility.

In addition tc the threc neighborhood groups discussed in
the previcus paragraphs, there are two other social neighbor.
londs. Both of these cousist of a number of cpen-country
Anglo-American, families which primarily are bound together
hy sociability bonds. One is located in the southern part of the
county, about two miles west of Canutillo, Texss. The other ie
about two miles sovtheast of the village of I.a Mesa.

The two institutional neighborhoeds in Dofia Ana County
are located in the Las Cruces community area. They ate San
Isidro and a group of families living around an opea-country
store. The San Isidrc neighborhood is mostly located east of
U. 8. Highway 85 aboat four iniles north of L1s Cruces and
takes its name from the Catholic chiuzch, which in turn is named

intsgrated about ore or more local institutions. groups whose contipuity wase nnt
fosured until such institutions were develaped, but whose institutions are mow
their chief reasons for exiscence , . ¥ {bee J. H, Kolé and Edmund deS. Brusncr,
A Study of Rural Society, Houghton Mifflio, Boston, re3s, pp. so-5t). The Aam
let neighbarhood it one which ie centered around a small residence cluster with
one ur more lueal institutions. a
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after its patron saint. Most of the families are on small indi-
vidual plots of land, but there is also some clustering of
families, espeically near the Catholic church. San Isidro is a
large neighborhood, and there might be a guestion as to whe-
ther it should be classed as such. But the families are too
scatterad to be considered a rural community sirce many needs
have z0 be met {from the outside. The neighberheed is chas-
acterized by a high degree of {amily interrelationship, and
kinship has been tl e basic force in establishing the neighbor-
hood and in holding it together.

The neighborhood centered arcund Sample’s store is
located about two miles west of Las Cruces. It consists of the
store and approximately twenty farm families scattered aleng
a side read going from Faiiacres to Mesilla. There was once
a sckeel near the store, but now the store is the only agency.
Most of the needs of the families are met in Las Cruces and
to some extent in Mesilla.

There arc, then, only seven open-country neightorhoods in
Dofia Ana County. Spacs does not permit any detailed expla-
nation for this situation but three plausible reasons may b=
given brief mention. In the first place, the number of opea-
country institutions and agencies in Dofia Ana County is small.
Secondly, z large proportion of the farm laborers, tenants,
and owers live in some population center rather thzn on the
farme. Finally, the population is concentrated in or near a
small irrigated area with a relatively large number of popula-
tion centers,

The large number of small populaticn centers in relation
to the size of the populated area is also a reason why there are
almost as many hamlet neighborhoods as thece are open-coun-
try neighborhocds. Nct omly is the former type rearly as
numerous as the latter type, but it is more characteristic of
rural locality-group organization in Dofia Ana County.

The hamler neighborhood, as defined in this study, consists
of a small population center with from 2§ to 250 poople,* hav-
ing one or maore institutions, and the farm families clustered
around this center. This type of neighborhoad, for all prac.

# I this study, caprers heving 25 0 250 people are consideved as famlets
and cenfers having 530 to 2,500 people af willagas.
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tical purposes, may be regarded as similar in characteristics to
open-country neighborhoods centered around one or more
institutions or agencies.* There may be no essential difference
between the nature of the social processes which operate in the
hamlet neighborhood and the hamlet or small village without
any surrounding open-country population, but before thc ham-
let is considered as a necighborhood center in this study there
must be both a center and surrounding farm familics.

Six of the fifteen hamlets in the county form the nuclei of
hamlet neighborhoods, namely, Garficld, Salem. Hill, Fair«
acres, La Union, and Mesquite. Around each of these centers
a number of open-country families reside, and these families
are considered a part of the lccality group, of which the hamlet
forms the center. Each Lamlet has a number of institutions
which serve both the families in the center and the families
imm=diately surrounding the center. Yet, in spite of the fact
that thesc six loczlity groups fit into the hamlet neighborhood
classification, this does not mean <hat the people think of them-
selves as part of a neighborhcod. Instead they think of the
center as being a village., This is the term used to designate
these centers in Dofa Ana County regardless of size. The
families in the center regard the surrounding families as asso-
ciated with the village. Thus, wnat, from the standpoiat of
theory, may be thought of as hamlet neighboihoods are, in
the minds of the people, small village centers with which the
sutrounding fami‘ies are associated. Yet these small centers
must not be considered rural community centers. Their se1v«
ices are too few und not specialized enough, They are within
the service arcas of larger centers.*® Hill and Fairacres are in
the Las Cruces service area, Garfield and Salem ave in the
Hatch servier area, La Urnion is in the Anthony-La Tuna
gervice area, and Mesquite 1s in both the Anthony-La Tuna
and the Las Cruces service area.

46 G4 7. ¥ Kolb, Trends of Country Neighborkoods, Revearch Bolletin 270,
Agricultursl Experiment Station, University of Wisconsin, NMovember, 933, p. 4:
and Dwight Sandersos und Warren 8, Thompson, 4 Study sf Social Areas of
Ofszyn County, Bulletin 422, Correll University, Agricultvral Experiment Station,
July, y924, p. 22,

48 Cf, Kolb, o, cir., pp. 4-5.
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There are in Dofia Ana County, then, five social neighbor-
hoods, two institutional neighborhoods, and six hamlet neigh-
borhoods. These locality groups conform to the neighborhood
pattern which has been found to exist elsewhere in the United
States. Dr. J. H. Kolb defines the neighborhood as ‘““that first
grooping beyond the family which has social significance and
which is conscious of some local unity.”*" This criterion applies
to the neighberhoods of Doiia Ana County. These neighbor-
hoods may differ in some respects. They may be bound by
informal sociatility tics, may be integrared around one or more
local agencies, or may ceater around a hamler, but they are all
socially significant znd do consist of people who are conscious
of some unity associated with the neighborhood greup. These
groups are not numerous in Dofita Ara County, but they are
important and do have a place in the locality-group organize-
tion of the area.

Hamlets

In the precading discassion of hamlet neighborhoods it
was shown that six of the fifteen hamlets in the county were
neighborhoed centers. The question may now be raised as to
what place the remaining nine hamlet centers occupy in the
social structure of the county. Three of these hamlets exist
because of special circumstances. State College consists almost
entirely of pzople connected with the New Mexico College of
Agriculture and Mecharic Arts, and the great majority of the
families reside adjacent to the college campus. Orgaz, a for-
mer mining village, is located about fifteen miles northeast of
Las Cruces on U. S. Highway 76. Radium Springs is located
about fiftcen miles north of I.as Ciuces on U. S. Highway 85s.
It owes its existence to the presence of a mineral spring. Bot
Radium Springs and Organ have one or two ageicies or insti-
tutions., There is no appreciable open-country population
around these centers.

The remaining six hamlets, namely, Angostura, Rodey,
Teasburg, Old Picacho. Berino, and Chamberine, are located
on the mesas adjacent to the irrigated ares in the valley, They

e
47). H. Kotb, Rural Primary Groups, Research Bullstin sz, Ag.z.u.uha;al
Bxperimesst Statton, University of Wisconsin, December, xg21, pp. 2-6.
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are all predominantly Spanish-American., None of them has
any surrounding open-country population such as is the case
with respect to the hamlet neighborhood. These hamlets will
receive detailed consideration in the next chapter. Before this
is done, however, it is necessary to determine the place which
villages (centers between 250 and 2,500 population) occupy in
the social structure of Dofia Ana County

Villages

Table 4 shows that there are cne incorporated village
and ten unincorporated villages in the county. Two of these
have been mentioned as the centers of town-country community
areas. None of the other nine villages can be considered as
community centers because their services are too {ew and not
specialized to a sufficient degr=e for them to meet 2 majority of
the needs of the people of the locality. Furthermore. somc of
thém are centers without 2ny surrounding open-country popu-
lation. Four of them—ILz Mesa, Masilla, Mesilla Park, and
Sar Miguel---de have 2 surrounding open-country population
for which they mest some needs but not to a sufficient extent
for them to assume what may be called a measure of self-
sufficiency.

The five remaining villages—Rincon, Defiz Ana, Placitas,
Tortugas, and Vado—have practically nc open-countrvy popu-
lation in the surrounding arsa. Vade, in that it is 2 Negro
ccnter, is not characteristic of the villeges without any open-
country population, but the other four assume quite uniform
characteristies. These four villages differ from the siy hamlet
centers without any open-country population only from the
standpoint of size,

A picture has now been drawn of the social structure of
Defia Ana Countv. In some respects there is considerable
similarity to existing social organization in rural areas in somc

ther parts of the United States, There are a number of neigh-
borhaods, there are a number of hamlets and villages which
serve the apen-country population but which cannot be consid-
ered as rural community centers. and there are a number of
rural community areas. These social groupings are not unigue



46 UNIVERSITY OF NEIV MEXICO PUBIICATIONS

to the area studied. But there are, in addition to these groups,
six hamlets and five villages which do not have any surround-
ing open-country population which tie to these centers. One of
the villages is Vado, the Negro center, which need not be
given further consideration because it is not characteristic of
the area, The other four villages are Dofia Ana, Tertugas,
Rincon. and Placitas. The hamlets are Angosturz, Rodey,
Leasburg, Old Picacho, Berino, and Chamberino, It is some
of these hamlets and villages with which the major portion of
this study is concerned because they are a unique phase of social
crganization which merits consideraticn



CuarreERr 11

DESCRIPTION OF SELECTED VILLAGES AND
HAMLETS

In discussing locality groups in the preceding section, it was
shown that the 1ural community of Dofic Aaa County, New
Mexico, does not play the important part that such communi-
ties, in the accepted sense of the term, play in other areas of
the United States. Similarly, neighborhoods in Dofia Ana
County were shown tc be limited in number. On the cther
hand, it was pointed out that there are in the county a lurge
number of villages and hamlets. Only two cf the villages can,
in a true sense, be regarded as rural community centers. A
number of the hamlets are neighborhcod centers. Of the
remaining villages and hamlets scme were shown to te
surrounded by open-country pcpulation but still could not be
regarded as rural community centers. The other viliages and
hamlets are without any appreciable open-country population.
There are four such villages and six such hamlsts.?

This chapter treats selected social facters in the villages
and hamlets which do not. have ary surrcunding cpea-country
population. A brief explanation, however, as to why these
particular centers have been given special consideration, is
neccssary at this point.

It was with a definite purpose in mind that the type of
cenvérs mertioned above were chosen for study. In the first
place, such centers are chavacteristic of Spanish-American areas
in New Mexico, whercas some of the villages and hamlets
which do have a surrounding open-country population approach
more closcly the geographical aspects of the rural community
found in other parts of the Urited States. Seccadly, by select-
ing centers with little or ne apen-country population, it was
possible to rule out any influence which the open-country popu-
lation might have on the social organization of the zenters. It
is the belief of the writer that the presence of some open-ccun.

1The four villages do aot Indude Vado, the Negro center.
4%
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try population surrounding Spanish-American villages and
hamlets in Dofia Ana County does not affect the nature of
social organization in these centers to any important extent.
However, it was possible to bring out more clearly the social
processes operating in the Spanish-American hamlets and vil-
lages by rostricting the study to the centers without any
surrounding open-country population.

With the above points in mind, two of the four villages and
all of the six hamlets were studied in detail. The villages are
Dofia Ana and Placicas? The hamlete are Angostura, Rodey,
Leasburg, Old Picacho, Berino, and Chamberino. The loca-
tion of these centers in the county with reference to the three
community centers is shown in Figure 5. From this figure it
will be seen that two of the centers are in the lower part of the
county {in the Anthony-LaTuna service area), three in the Las
Cruces service area. and three in the Harch service area. They
range in population fror 42 persons ir Leasburg to 482 in
Dona Apa. Some are relatively close to larger ceaters while
others are more isolatzd.

LocatioN

Figare 5 shows that the villages and hamlets being studied
lie at the edge of the community within which they are found.
This is merely another way of stating that these centers are
located on the mesas bordering the irrigated area in Dofia Ana
County. The community boundaries, except between the Las
Cruces and the Anthony-LaTuna commuritiss, are approxi-
mately the same as the boundaries of the irrigated arsa. Only
onc center—aamely, Dofizc Ana—-lies partly in the irrigated
area.

The location &f the centers on the mesas at the edge of the

2The othar two villages were uot incladed for definite rensons. Tortugas is
ucigue amony the Spanish-Amsrican villages in the county becouse of s Indian
eleroent Rivcon wre sxeluded becapse it is. in many respscte, similar to the
village of Diofta Ana. Forthermore, the inclusion of such a large center would
hsve ascessitated 2 reduction in the number of centers studied because of time

and cotr Tbmications, Fo the opinion of the wiler, however. the 2xclusion of
Rineon hae pat materially afected the®results of the study.
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irrigated area is explained by the danger from floods at the
time of settlement. Prior to the construction of the Elephant
Butte Reservoir, in 1916, major floods could wreak havoc on
any settlement located in the irrigated area. Several instances
of such occurrences will be mentioned in the account of the his-
torical background of the centers studisd. Settlement on the
mesas has had certain consequences growing out of the fact
ihat it has not besn possible to get irrigation water up to the
level of the centers. Because of the lack of adequate rainfall,
very little vegetation is found in the centers except a few desert
plants, Very few trces arc to be found, and flowers, lawns, and
vegetable gardens are out of the question, except insofar as it
might be possible to grow a few plants watered from the house-
hold wells, This absence of vegetation presents a rather deso.
late picture, especially since the dwellings arc, in themselvas,
a somewhat dilapidated sight. In short, although settlement
on the mesas mads possible protection against the floods, it
also has been partly responsible for the typical appearance of
the hamlets and villages.

The lccation of the centers on the mesas is also of signifi-
cance from the standpoint of isolation from the widsr arsa.
In some instances the main travelled highweays in the county
run at the edge of the irrigated area and pass near the villages
and hamlets on the mesas, In other instances, however, these
highways pass some distance from the centers and leave them
relatively isclated. The factor of isolaticn will receive more
detailed consideration in the following chapters, but should be
mentioned here in connection with the location of some of
the centers studied.

- HisToricAL BACKGROUND

In order better to set forth the nature of social organiza-
tion in the selected villages and hamlets and the factors that
relate to the social prganization, it is necessary to give a brief
account of the history of these centers. Each center will be con-
sidered separately, in chronological order from the oldest to
the nost xecent.
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Dojia Ana

Brief reference was made in Chapter I to the first
successful attempt at settlement in Dofia Ana County at Dofia
Ana in 1843. Scme reports state that the village was started
some time prior to 1680. Even if this were the case, prior to
1843, Dofna Ana was hardiy more than a camping place on the
Chikuahua Trail, which ran between Chikuahua and Santa Fe.
Permanent settlement cnly goes back about a century. It
appears that a group of settlers from Mexico came to Dofia
Ana in 1839, but it was not until 1843 that the settlers received
their grant of land, which came to be known zs the Dofia Ans
Bend Colony Grant. The village at that time became a Mexi-
can colony, and permanent settlement was establisked. As
such, Dofia Ana has the oldest history of aay place between
what is now the northern border of Mexico and the Pueblo
country in northern New Mexico.

Dofia Ana continued to attract sottlers and had becoms a
well-established village by the time of the American occupation
in 1845. In :850 the village lost a considerable number of itz
inhabicarts to the village of Mesilla, which was founded at that
time. It continued, however, to occupy an important place in
the life of the area, and although it never assumed the impor-
tance of Mesilla, it was for many years cne of the most impor-

ant villages in Dofia Ana County. One of the reasens why it
continued to be important was the fact that it was on tke route
to northern New Mexico. The only road to the north passed
along the edge of the mesa to Dofia Ana, With the erection of
the Elephant Butte Rescrvoir, better roads were built in the
valley and the village begar to decline in importance. An
. improved soad was built about onc-half mile from the village
_paralleling the old road to the north, Here a number of eco-
romic agencies have sprung vp und a few homes have beern
built adjacent to these agencies. Families have also built their
komes along the rcad leading frem the old villdge to the
highway, Dofia Ana is thus today a village consisting of the
old settlement, the newer addition st the crassroad, and the
families living along the road joining the old and rew parts.
It has had an old and colorful history, but today tae cld section
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is no longer the scene of great activity. The majority of the
households in Dofia Ana reside in the old part, but what little
economic activity there is in the village centers chiefly at the
crossroad.

Old Picacho

Unfortunately, historical data concerning the eight vil
iages and hamlets are in most instances not as complete as for
Dona Ana. Few written sources are available for tracing the
history of the other centers. In most instances it has been nec-
essary to trace the date of the origin by inference from related
events end through interviews with persons still living,

Without much question the next cldest of the centers
studied is Old Picacho. It was settled some time between
1840, the date of the founding of Mesilla, and 1857, when the
first overland stage was put into operation® Old Picacho was
a station on this stage route and alse 2 station on the Butter-
field stage route started a year later. During the peried the
stagecoaches operated, there was a small inn at Old Picache,
where 2 limited amount of merchandise could be obtained.
Later the center had othsr economic agencies, but these disap-
peared with the ectablishment of Fairacres, a hamlet on the
transcontinental highway, two miles south of Old Picacho.
Today there is nothing to indicate that it was once on a route
of transcontinental travel.

Rodey

The exact date of the origin of Rodey has not been deter-
mined, but various acccunrte, by long-time residents in Dofia
Ana County, would indicate that the center originated some
time shortly after the Civil War. The oldest living inhabitants
of the northern part of the county speak in awed terms of
Rodey as being “very cld.” Tt is recognized as being consider-
ably older than Rincon, a village about five miles away, whick
origirated in 1881 as a junction point of the main line of the
Santa Fe Railroad and a branch line tc Deming to the west,
Thus, it appears likely that Rodey was established at least by
1863.

e
3 Sea page a3,
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There seems to be unanimity of opinion as to why Rodey
was started. The general idea is that the center started as a
haven for outlaws. Some accounts state that these outlaws
came from Chihuahua, Mexico, but in all likelihood New Mex-
ico contributed its share to this group. At any rate, the center
had an unsavory rept utaticn in its early days according to all
reports—a reputaticn which still exists to a marked dcgr°e
Stories abound about the happeniangs ir Rodey. both in the
more distant past and ducing relatively recent times.

The tather sinisier past kistory of Rodey is of sorre itpor.
tance from the standpoint of a present-day stvdy of the ham-
let. Strangers today are not very welcome in the village.
Rodey was by far the most difiwnlt center in which 1o obtain
informaticn for this study. In generzl, the peoplc were sus-
picious, more so than in the other centers studied. An ovrsider
scon geis the impression that the inhabitants of Rodey would
rather be left to their own devices The people of the hamlict
definitely constituie » well-defined “in-group.”

The history of Rudey to 2 considerable degree has beea
tied up with the presence of two stores. The owners of these
two stores possessed large flocks of shecp and goats, and ene of
them also owned a large number of cattle. In addition, raising
and dealing in grain and hay were major activities of these two
storekeepers. In their [arflung zctivitics they furnished em-
ployment {ar the majority of the iubabitants of the center.
Buth stores ‘and their cwners have lonyg since disappzared.
Only the walls of the one sture are to be seer: today. With the
disappearance of these major economic activitics, the hamlet
has greatly detediorated. To many outsiders not familiar with
Rodey, ic appears deserted. Yet it is a center with nearly 250
inhabitants, and 1t persists in spite of the loss of former impor-
tance.

Flacitas

The village of Placitas was begun in 1878 according to the
statement of the oldest inhatitant in the village. This was 2
few years before the building of the railroad through the val-
ley. This same inhabitant stated that the village was begun
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on the mesa in order to avoid the flood waters of the Rio
Grande. Shortly after Placitas was started a large number of
people moved there from an older settlement at Fort Santa
Barbara, about five miles to the north.

Placitas originally was located a short distance from its
present location, Because of overgrazing in the late 1800's and
the early 1900's, the rainfall on the surrounding mesz was not
absorbed and ran off very quickly, stza=ting what are known
as ‘“flash” floods. These flcods created arroyos, deep gulleys
which, when full of water, wear away the surrouading soil very
rapidly. There is suck an arroyo next to the village of Placi-
tag. The village was first located where the arroyo now runs.
‘Wher erosion set in and thc arroyo began to wear away the
hillside on which Placitas was located, the village was moved
to its prescnt site, some time between 1900 and 1910. At pres-
cat there ace a number of families living on the other side of
the arroyo, about a quarter of a mile from the main site of the
viilage, but these families, from a scciologica] standpoint, con.
stitnte a part of the village proper.

Chamberino

Next in age of the eight hamlets and villages is the hamlet
kaown as Chambsrino. This center originated in 1886 as a
result of a large flood which completely destroyed a village by
the same name in the Rio Grande Valley. The first Chambe-
rino (or Old Chamberino as it is now called) was started some
time prior to 1860. Before its destruction it was a' thrivin
village with 7 reputed two hundred homes, four steres, two
saloons with billiard tables, and 2 school in which the children
were taught in Spanish. During the floods prior to 1886, the
villagers vrouid flee to the hills and after the waters receded
return to repair the damage, After the flood of 1886, only a
few houses remained standing and the village was never rebuilt.
Many of the families residing in the village moved out to their
farms in the valley and kept on flecing from the floods that
continued to come at intervals, though in a less severe degree.

Some of the families helped found what is now called Cham-
herino,
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Berino )

For sixteen years after 1886 the floods in the lower part of
Dofia Ana County were not serious and did no great damage.
In 1902, however, the river again weat on a rampage. An-
other group of families, this time living on their farms in the
valley, began to look for a place in which to live out of danger
of the floods. Fourteen families selccted three of the men to
zct as ‘‘commissioners’” to secure title tc some land on the
mesa. The result was that they cbtained forty acres of mesa
land where the bamlet of Berino now is located. Before nego-
tiations were completed the flood of rge2 had receded, and
some of the families decided to rcturn to their farms. Subse-
quent floods during the next two years forced them to the site
they had chosen for protection agzinst the fleods.

The history of Berino is interesting in that the center saw
an influx of immigrants from Mexico in 1910 and the years
immediately following. These immigrants were fugitives frem
the revolationary disturbance in Mexico. One old man in the
center stated quite bluntly to the interviewer, “We didn't care
to fight, and living conditions in Chihuahua durirg the revolu-
tion were bad; so we came up here to find a better life.”

Angostura

This center 18 a small cluster of households which had its
origin around 1899. Originally there was only one family
there, but another family arrived shortly afterward. Some of
the children of these families remained when they grew up
and married, As time went on, other families moved in and
either purchased or rented lands from the original settlers.
Still later, agricultural laborers came. Angostura is especially
interesting in that it is a hamlet in whick practieally all the
houscholds are connected with agricelture in some manner or
other.

Leasburg
The small hamlet of Leasburg was started in 1970 by one

family. There is near this center a railroad stop known as
Leasburg Station, which was established long before 1g910;



56 UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO PUBLICATIONS

but this railroad point is no longer important and bears no
relation to the cluster of families with which this study is con-
cerned. These families have settled across the tracks away
from the station stop because the one family originally settled
there. Relatives and friends subsequently joined the settle-
ment. Leashurg is the most recent of the eight hamlets and
villages studied, having been in existence only about thirty
years, a relatively short time in comparison to Dofia Ana,
rwhich has existed for approximately a hundred years

Attention can new be given to a description of the eight
villages and hamlets and of the characteristics of their inhab-
itants at the prescat time.

AGENCIES AND INSTITUTIONS

The number and kinds of agencies and institutions found
in the eight selected hamlets and villages are important for
an interpretation of the social organization of these centers.
Considerable significance has been given to the prescnce of
agencies and institutions in various types of locality groups by
rural sociclogists who have attempted to explair. the function-
ing of these groups. In the next chapter the writer will attampt
to show that the presence of different agencies and institutions
in the Spanish-American villages and hamlets selected for study
is not a major factor in explaining the social organization of
these centers. At this point it will be sufficient briefly to enu-
merate the various agencies and institutions which are found
todzy in the eight villages and hamlets.

One of the most cutstanding characteristics of the centers
s the absence of many of the agencies and irstitutions deemed
assential to meet even minimum needs, Dofia Ana, the Iarg»st
of the centers,* has the largest number cf agencies and insti-
tutions, There are two grocery stores, one general merchan-
dise store, one blacksmith shop, « bar, a pool hall, a cotton gin,
one school, and two churches. The rest of the centers are not
so well supplied. Berino kas one local grocery, a church, and
a handball court, Chamberino has a general merchandise srore,
a school, and a church, Placitas has a local grocery, a pool hall,

T $8ce Table 3 for the population of the centers,
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a church, and a handball court. Rodey has a local grocery, a
bar, a school, and a church. Old Picacho has a pool hall and a
handball court. Leasburg and Angostura have no agencies
or institutions of any kind.

STRUCTURE

There is no uniformity of structure to be noticed in the
hamlets and villages studied. For the most part the centers
are laid out into blocks with a few cross streets. These streets
are merely sand roads that run through the centers. In some
cases the houses are scattered at the edge of the hamlets and
villages without rcgard to streets or roads. The hamlet of
Rodey is the only one of the centsrs which has deviated from
the general type of structure. Tt has a square, or plaza, in the
center and the Catholic church is located oa the plaza. On the
whole the physical structure of the centers may be said to con-
sist of a few streets with the houses built right up te the =dge
of the streets. The outstanding physical feature of the centers
is the fact that in the most cascs the houses are built sc that
they tonch the next house. In other werds, the whole side of 2
street within a block may consist of a solid line of dwellings.
This, as will be shown later, is, in part, an cutgrowth of family
solidarity.

PoprraTion CHARACTERISTICS

Description and analysis of the characteristics of the pop-
ulation of the centers studied have been limited to those {actors
which were deemed most important and which help to interpret
the social-cultural processes which determine the social organ«
ization of the centers. These factors include the number and
size of households, age and sex distribution, marital status,
type of household, and educational and eccupational status,

Number of Households

Altogether there are 526 households and 1,423 persons in
the eight selected villages and hamlets. The centers range in
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size from 42 persons in Leasburg to 452 persons in Dofia Ana.
The average number of households in each center is slightly
more than thirty-eight and there is an average of 178 persons
in each center.

Data were not obtained for quite ali of the households in
the centers, primarily because of unwillingness of the heads
of some households to give the desired information. Even so,
it was possible to obtain data for 297 out of the 306 house-
holds, or for approximately 97 per cent of the total number.
The distribution of the households included in this study, by
the race or nationality of head, is shown for each center in
Table 5. An examination of this table shows the predominance
of Spanish-American households, 86.2 per cent falling in this
category. Of the remainder, 8.4 per cent are Anglo-Amcrican,
2.4 per cent Negro and Japanese. The Negro households are
all in Berino, and the Japanese hcusehold in Old Picacho.
Three of the centers——Angostura, Chamberino, and Leasburg
~consist of Spanish-Americans altogether. The centers wit
the largest proportion of Anglo-American households are the
villages of Dciia Ana and Placitas, wirh 12.9 and 15.7 per cent,
respectively.

& TARBLE 3

Wumeer ano Dwmreerrrow o Housesorus InCLUDED I¥ 81ULY of BroHT
SeLECTED VILLAGES AND HAMLETS, 3¥ CENTER AND BY RACE or
NaTionaLty oF 11EaD, x93y*

Spanish- Anglo-
Center Total Arnerican American  Other
Na. % No. % No. % No.

All centers 297 ro00 265 Boz 25 84 7 2.4
Angostura 15 100,0 15 ropa — _— —_
Becino 36 000 29 R v 2.8 &7 1dg
Chamberine 20 1000 22 000 20— e — —
Jofis Ana 101 1000 88 871 13 12y — —
Leasburg 1 100.0 IT OIUGQ e —_— e —
Cid Pleacho 19 1000 13 g4y - — 1t 33
Flucitus 51 1000 45 B4a 8§ 57 — -
Rodey 44 100.0 4 93.2 3 68 - —

* There are £3°6 households in the eight centers but data could not be ob-
tained for ning of them. "These nine households consist of one family in Placitas,
one in Berino, one in Dofia Ana, one family and one single person in Lersburg,
aod three families and one single person in Rodey

Negro.

Japanese,
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The number of households studied in all the centers com-
bined, by race or nationality, and sex of head, may be seen in
Table 6. This table shows that a female member is the head
in a considerable number of the Spanish-American households.
Of the 265 households in this cuitural group, 41, or 15.5 per
cent, have a weman as head. The prominence of women in the
Spanish-American culture is seen somewhat {from these data.
In many cases a woman is the head of the household becanse
the household consists of a broken family with the husband
absent as the result of death or marital discord (Table 10).
Yet, in spite of the inclusion of broken families, the importance
of female leadership must not ke overlooked.

TABLE 4

NuMper o HousEHoLDs INCLUDER IN STUDY oF EIGHT SELECTED VILLAGES
AND HamLets, BY RACE OR NaTIONALITY AND S2x OF Heap, 1939

Race or Maie Female
nationality Total head head
Total 297 254 43
Spanish-American 265 224 41
Anglo-American 23 23 2
Negro 6 6 —_—
QOther * b 4 T —-—

* Jepanese.

Table ¢ shows the distribution of the households by the
race or nationality of the head. Comparable data for the
persons included in these households are found in Table 7. A
comparison of the data in the two tables indicates that the dis-
tribution of the persons in the households in the different racial
or nztionality groups is approximately the same as the distribu.
tion of the heads of households with respact to race cr national-
ity. Thus, 89.8 per cent of all persons are Spanish-Americans.
0.2 per cent Anglo-Americans, and 1.0 per cent Negro and Jap-
anese.

Size of Household

The average size of household for the total sample and
in each center is shown in Table 8. According to this table, the
average size of houschold for all the centers is 4.7 persons.
There is some variation among the different centers but the
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variation is,not great. The small average size of households
for Leasburg may be explained by the fact that there are only
eleven households in this center.

With respect to the different racial or nationality groups,
there is little difference in the average size of household. Both

TABLE 7

Nuspzr sue DisrriuTioN oF PrR3oNs INCLUDED v STUDY oF ElGHT
SerrerEp ViLraces anp Hamiers, By RACE or Namonaury, rosp*

Spanish- Anglo-
Center Total American American Other
No. % Ne. % No. % No. %

All centers 1390 1000 243 898 13 g2 a2z  1m
Angostura b9 100.0 &g 100.0 — — — —
Berino 147 100.0 122 83.0 4 2.7 211 1443
Chamberino 102 100.0 102 100.0 — —_— - —_
Dofia Ana 247 000 396 88.6 ST X4 — -
Leasburg 38 100.0 38 1000 — —_— —
Old Picacho 102 1000 90 97.1 — — 33 29
Placitas 258 1660 210 814 4% 186 — —
Rodey 227 100.0 212 93-4 15 66 — —_

* The total number of persons shown in this table for some centers is slight-
Iy less than the total number of persons in the centers. ‘This is due to the fact
that data could not be obtainest for all the households in some centers. Altogether
there were thirty-three persons for whom data were not obtained. Five of these
live in Placitas, five in Berino, five in Dofia Ana, four in Leasburg, and four-
teen in Rodey.

1 Negro.

I Japanese.

TABLRE ¢

Averacr Si1ze oF HousenoLp In EigHT SErecTep VILLACES
AND YlamieTs, By CENTER, 1039

Number Number Average

Center o of size of

hougehalds persans household
All centers 293 1390 A7
Angosturs 15 69 4.6
Berina 26 47 4.1
Chamberino 20 102 5.x
Dotz Ana 0% 447 44
Leashurg 13 18 3.5
Old Picacho 19 102 4
Placitas z 258 5.x

Radey v a4 227 52

—— il
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the Spanish-American and the Anglo-American households
average 4.7 persons. There are on the average 3.6 persons in
each of the six Negro houscholds. The one Japanese house-
hold consists of three persons.

Age and Scx Distribution

The heads of the Spanish-American hcuseholds are, on
the average, a little younger than the heads of the Anglo-
American households. The average age of all household heads
is 46.5 years, of the Spanish-American heads, 46.1 years, and
of the Anglo-American, 50.1 years. The older average age
of the Anglo-American heads may be due in part to the smaller
proportion of the total in the group, but the difference in age
is largely explained by the fact that these families are for the
most part of a very low economic status and may be assumed
tc have moved to these Spanish-American centers after baving
failed at endeavors elsewhere. Most of the Angle-American
families have resided in the centers a shorter period of time
than the Spanish-American families.

The age and sex distribution of the total population in the
selected villages and hamlets is shown in Figure 6. A compar-
ison of Figure 6 with Figure 2, which gives a graphic picture
of the 2ge and sex distribution of the total population in Dofie
Ana County in 1939, shows considerable similarity between the
two distributions. Some of the discrepancies between the two
distributions is dus to the relatively small number of person
included in this study.

The number of males per one hundred females in the cen-
ters corresponds closely to that of the total rzral-nonfarm pop-
ulation of Dofiza Ana County in 1630. Table g gives the number
of males per cne hundred females in each center, The sex ratio
for all centers is 106.8, while for the rural-nonfarm population
of Dofia Ana Couaty in 1930 it was 105.1. The variation in
the ratio between the varicus centers is not as great as might
have been expected in view of the relatively small number cf
persons in some of the centers. The oaly extreme veriations
are Berino with a sex ratio of 122 % and Chamberine with a
sex ratio of 88.9
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TABLE 9

MaLss PER ONE HUNDRED FEMALES IN EIGHT SELECTED VILLAGES
ANp HamrETs, Y CENTIR, 1939

Males

Center Males Females per Ieo

females
All centers 713 672 106.%
Angostura . 33 44 102.9
Berino 8x 66 1259
Chamberino 48 54 8.5
Deida Ana 232 21¢ 107.5
Leasburg 20 18 137
Old Picacho 53 49 108.2
Placitrs 139 z24 108.2
Rodey 115 113 102.7

Marital Status

The marital status of the heads of the households included
in the study is shown in Table 10. There are eleven heads, or
3.7 per cent, who are single persons. More important is the
high proportion of widowed heads. The explanation for this
condition is partly found when the group is broken down by
sex. More than four-fifths of the female heads are widows,
while only 8.7 per cent of the male heads are widowers It is
to be expected that the proportion of widowed heads in the
{emale group would ke high, since the wife of the male head
in the majority of the cases assumes the headship upon the
death of her husband. All in all, the 19.2 per cent of widowed
hedds, both mal=e and females, does net indicate a marked
tendency to remarry. Very {ew of the heads are divorced or
separated.

TABLE

MariTAL STATUS oF Hrabs o HoustHords N EoET SELECTID VILLAcES
ANp HaMmLeTs, sy 3Ex oF Hrap, 1939

Total Males Femalea
Marital status Number % Number %%  Number %
Total . 297 196.0 254 100.0 43 1000
Single 4 3.7 9 5.5 2 47
Married 22§ 75.3 2237 £70 4 9.3
Widowed 57 92 az 8./ 35 8x 4
Divoreed T 0.4 —_ —_ X 2.3

Separated '3 Lo 2 o8 X 23

—— - =y —— - —
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A common belief is that Spanish-Americans tend to marry
more than do Anglo-Americans. Data obtained in this study
do not bear out this assumption. Table 11 gives the marital
status of the population fifteen years of age and over in the
centers studied for each sex. The percentage distributions
shown in this table are very similar to these which characterize
the population of the same age group for New Mexico as a
whole® The marital status cf the New Mexico population in
turn is very similar to that for the United States.® However,
while the Sparish-Americans, on the basis of data obtained,
do not marry more than do the Anglo-Americans, there is some
evidence that they marry earlier.

TABLE 11

MariraL Status of PoruLaTioN Freresy YEARS oF AcE asp Over v Ewlr
SeLecTED ViLLAGES Anp HAMLETS. BY SEX, 1939

Total Males Females

Marital status Number % Number Yo Numbers %

Total 803 100.0 A13 X000 390 X00.0
Single 245 30.5 143 34.6 102 26.2
Married 468 53.3 233 §6.4 235 6o.2
Widowed 74 9.2 30 743 44 .3
Divorced 3 o I o2 2 s
Separated 13 1.6 6 1.5 7 .8

Related to marital status and to the problems of this study
is the type of households, Mobility, family solidarity, educa-
tional problems, economic security, and other Ffactors are
affected by the type of household. Data on the type of house-
holds in the eight selected villages and hamlets are presented
in Table 12. Nearly 10 per cent of all the heuschelds consist
of only one person, and slightly over 12 per cent consist of
husband and wife. The most common type of household is
the one consisting of kusband, wife, z2nd children under sixteen
years of age, slightly more than one thizd of all the households
corring in this category, This group will, in all likelihood, tend
to be less mobile than some of the other types of households.
The presence of children will center interests more in the fam.

5 (3f. Fifteenth Cetisus of the United States, Populalivi Bulletin, Second Se-
rien, New Mexico, p. 1.
8 Cf. Rifteanth Cenays of the United States, Pojulation, Vol 11T, Paxt I, », r3.
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ily as a group. Problems of education will be of greater concern
to the group than to the other type of households. Economic
security will be more of a problem because of the absence of
productive workers other than the head. Somewhat the same
problems face the group of households with children both un-
der and over sixtezn years of age, 12.1 per cent of the total,
but these probiems are less important because of the preseace
of children sixteen years of age and over. These children have
reached the age when productive labor is possible, when school
attendance drops off, and when movement away from the home
and {rom the center is more likely. The influence of the last
of these three factors is seen in the small proportion of house-
holds, 4.4 per cent, consisting of husband, wife, znd children
sixteen years of age and over.

Slightly over one-eighth of all the housekolds are made up
of parents, children. and other relatives, and in a few cases of
unrelated persons. The presence of this type of housshold in
a proportion as large as exists is an indication of family solid-
arity. On the other hand, nearly as large a proportion, 12.8
per cent. of the households consist of broken families, This

TABLE 12

Type or Hougamoeios 1w EcHr SELECTED VILLAGES AND HAMURTS,
8Y RacE ok NaTiowatvry oF Huav, 2939

Type of Total Spanish- Aaglo-

household Number Per cent American  American Other
Total 297 100.0 263 25 P2
Single persoa* 27 9.1 26 t —
Husband and wife 33 18 26 7 2
Husband, wife, and

children under 16 106 357 95 3 3
Huwbang, wife, and

children 16 and over 13 3.4 12 1 —

* Husband, wife, and

children under and

over 16 . 36 2. 29 7 —
Augmented family T 43 14.1 4% — —
Broken family 38 12.8 15 1 2

% A single person here is ome person Hving alone regardless of marital
status.

+ Ab augmented family consists of a biological family and other relatives,
and in a few instances unrelated persons.

1 All of these nre Negro households except one Japanese broken family,
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group faces special problems of economic security since most
of them consist of families where the father is missing.

Educational Status

Table 13 shows the educational status of the household
heads by the sex of the head. A glance at this table immediate-
ly indicates the low cducation of the houschold heads, especially
of the female heads. Of the male heads, 22.8 per cent have
received no schooling, but of the female heads, 41.9 per cent,
or nearly twice as great a proporticn, have received ne school
ing. Approximately one-third of both the male and the female
heads have been in school from one to four years. About the
ssme proportion of male heads have beer in school from five to
eight years but only slightly more than one-eighth of the female
heads have attended scheol this much, Only fifteen out of the
254 male heads have zttended high school and six of these
are Anglo. Americans, The one female head having attended
high scheol is 2lso Anglo-American, Thus, only eight of the
254 Spanish-American heads, or 3.0 per cent, have attended
school beyond the cighth grade, and these oaly in high school.
Ir general, the educational statvs of the Anglo-Aincrican heads
is higher than that of the Spanish-American heads.

The wives of the male khouszhold heads have a higher edu-
cational status than do cither the male or the female heads.
Only slightly mors than one-tenth have had no schooling st all,

TABLE =3

EpucarionaL STatuy vr Hesps oF HousgHorns 1n EluBr SuLEcTkd Vituaars
AND Hamrers. BY Racs or NATIONALITY AND SEX OF HEAD, 1049

Total Spanish- Angle-

Grade Male Feraale American  American Other
campleted No. % No. 9%  Male Female Male Female Male Female
Total 254 1000 42 000 224 4% 29 2 5 -
a 8 228 12 aay 36 13 — 2 e
!-g B 33a 15 349 8 13 7 - x -—
5 78 g0y & 139 6s 2 1z x 2% -
913 x5 349 bl 2.3 3 - 5 H X —_—
mandover 2 &8 o~ - e 2 e -— -

wkoewn 17 $7 3 70 15 3 1 - i -

* One Negro and one Japanese, All the rest in this category are Negroes,
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while ncarly two-fifths have attended school from five to eight
years and one-tenth have attended high school. The Spanish-
American wives who have attended high school constitute 6.2
per cent of all the Spanish-American wives, while the Anglo-
American wives with the same educational status constitute
56.4 per cent cf all the Anglo-American wives. On the whele
the educational status of the Anglo American wives is higher
than that of the Spanish-American wives

Educational attainment on the part of the children under
sixteen years of age, regardless of sex and racs or nationality,
is shown in Table 14. The last column in this table shows the
averags grade completed by children of specified ages. Judged
by the standard that a child of seven should have completed
the first grade, a <hild of eight the second grade, and so on,
the educational attainment of the children is low in the centers
studied. In other words, there is evidence of edncational re-
tardation. The degree of retardation tends to incresse as the
age increases. Thus, the average grade completed is enly 6.3
for the children fifteen years of age.

The preceding discussion of the educational status of the
Spanish-Americans in the eight villages and hamlets has indi-
cated that only a few members of this cultural group have
attended or are attending high school. This is 2 manifestation

TABLE x4

Grapes CoMPLRTED DY CHILDREN UNDER SIXTEEN IN EIcHT SELECTRD
ViLLAGES AND HAMLETS, BY ACE, 1949

om0 s b mwan

Number Average
Age o Grades completed grade

children o 1 2 3 4 § & 7 8 g9 completed
Total 380 43 s5r 59 62 g7 36 36 x6 W6 4 3.3
[ 4T 33 8 m — e = - - 0.2
4 3z B 1§ § e e e e e e - o)
8 44 2 14 2§ § — = = e e 1.7
° az — 0§ XX I} A £ e em e 2.
10 3 —- 2 7 ¥ K § = = e 33
1z 34 — 2 3 9 T 4 B e e 9.6
12 1% —~ % 2 7 X2 X I9 e~ % 4.5
13 47 —~ r 4 % § b6 1% 4 3 — 3.2
14 23 e~ —~ 2 4 4 4 3 S5 3 — 52
15 37 —— e~ 4 5 5 3 7 9 % 63




68 UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO PUBLICATIONS

of the situation characteristic for Dofia Ana County as a whole.
The proportion of Spanish-Americans in the county, according
to estimates based on the school census, is nearly two-thirds of
the total population, Enrollment of Spanish-American chil-
dren in the elementary schools in recent years has been in ap-
preximately the same proportion to the total elementary schocl
pepulation. On the other hand, only 2bout one-fourth of the
high school cnrollment over the same period has consisted of
Spanish-Americans. In other words. Spanish-American chil-
dren do not continue in high school tc the same extent that do
Anglo-American children. This is particularly true with respect
to the Spanish-American children from the open-country #reas
and from the small villages and hamlets.

The data indicating a low educational status on the part of
the people in the villages and hamlets studied are substantiated
by data on illiteracy for Dofia Ana County as a whole. In 1030
the proportion of illiterates ten years old and over in the total
population was exceeded in only six of the thirty-one counties
in the State. Of these six cournties, five were the counties with
the largest proportion of Indians. In Dofia Ana County, the
percentage of illiterates ten years old 2nd over was 16.5 for the
total population, 7.4 for the urban population (Las Cruces),
18.8 for the rural farm pepulation. and 19.3 for the rural-noa-
farm population.” :

Occupational Staius

This study is corncerned with the nature of social organiza-
tion in selected Spanish-American villages and hemlets and of
the social.cultural processes determining such social organiza-
tion. An important matter in this connection is the occupational
status of the households in these centers, since the type of so-
cial organization which exists and the nature of the processes
involved will depend on the type of work in which these people
engage. Table 15 presents ths pecupational distribution of the
heads of the househalds.

The importance of agrienltura) activity for the houscheld
heads is at once made evident by Table 15. Over half of all

% Data obtained from the Pifteenth Consus of the United Stares, 1930, Pop-
latien Bullet:n, Second Sories, Newy Mexico, pp. 1721,
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TABLE 135

OccuraTIONAL STATUS oF HEADS oF HouseHoLDS IN EIGHT SELECTED VILLAGES
AND Hamrers, By RacE or NartionauTy oF Heap, 1939

Tetal Syuanisn- Anglo-~
Occupation Number Per cent  American American Other
Total 297 00,0 265 25 7
Farm owner 29 9.8 26 3 —_—
Farm tenant 19 6.4 x7 2 —_
Farm laborer 112 17.7 100 é 6*
Common laborer 65 21.9 62 3 —
Other 23 7.7 15 8 -,
No occupation 49 16.5 43 3 3T

* Negroes,
+ Japanese,

heads are on some stcp of the agricultural iadder. One-sixth of
the heads have no occupation. This last point calls for some
explanation. The heads in this group are mainly female heads,
and the rest are male heads too old to work. In a large pro-
portion of these cases direct rclief is obtained. When the forty-
nine heads with no occupation are subtracted from the totzal
number of beads, it is fourd that of the remaining 248, the 160,
ar 64.5 per cent, are connected with agriculture.

The impertance of the data on the proportion of all the
heads 2ssociated with farming at some level must be stressed.
Of the gz.9 per cent of the heads in this zroup, only 9.8 per
cent are farm owners and only 6.4 per cent are farm tenants,
while all the rest are farm laborers. This is especially impor-
tant in view of the fact that at one time many of the inhabitants
of the centers owned a small piece of land which they farmed,
Furthermore, the large proportion of common laborers is a
relatively recent development. This group finds work mostly
in Las Cruces, Hatch, and Anthony, o7 on WPA projects. In
short, agricoliural labor and eommon labor, and to a limited
extent farm tenancy, have supplanted farm owneyship. This
change has affected the economic security of the inhabitants of
the centers, and the loss of farm ownership has tended to make
ror the concentration of former farm owners in the villages
and hamlets.
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Housing FACILITIES

The habits of people and the attitudes they take toward
some of the problems which confront them are conditioned by
the way in which they live. Toward this end brief reference
will be made below te the type and size of dwelling, the type
of household tenure, heating facilities, lighting facilities, sani-
tary facilities, and refrigeration.

Type and Size of Dwelling

The onc outstanding characteristic of the type of dwellings
in which the people live is the preponderance of adobe struc-
tures. This type of structure is quite definitely an adaptation
to the geographical environment, There is no timber in the
area except a few cottonwood trees clong the Rio Grande, and
the early settlers found it necessary to utilize some other mate-
rial than woed for their dwellings. The result has been the
utilization of a heavy clay which is found in most parts of the
valley. This clay is used in various ways to construct dweilings,
but the most common practice has been and still is to make
adobe bricks out of the clay. These bricks are approximately
nine inches wide, twelve inches long, and three or four inches
thick. They are made by mixing the clay with straw and water,
the straw beirg used for the purpose of binding the clay to-
gether. When the mixture is prepared it is poured into molds,
and the bricks that are formed are thea dried in the sun, In
this manner 2 material for the construction of dwellings is ob-
tained without much direct cash outlay. The main item involv=d
is labor, As a consequence adobe dwellings caz be constructad
at 2 low cost, a factor essential to the majority of the Spanish-
Americans in the area. Once the bricks have been made or
tiequired, the construction of a dwelling is 2 relatively simple
matter, The typical dw=lling is a Aat-roofed, one.story struc-
ture with few rooms and a minimum number ¢f doors and
windows to simplify construction and keep down costs. There
are some variations in the type of adobe structures built, but
the majority of the adobe dwellings are of the type that has
s gccn described, For the most part the structures have dirt

QOrs,
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Of the 297 households included in this study, 275, or 92.6
per cent, live in adobe structures without any outside finish,
and 16, or 5.4 per cent, live in adobe dwellings with a stucco
finish. Thus, 98 per cent of the households live in adobe struc-
tures. Of the remaining six households, five live in wood
houses, and cne lives in 2 house made of cement, The dwellings
are very smzll in relation to the number of persons that reside
in them. Two-fifths of the dwellings are twe room structures
and slightly over one-teath of the structures have only one
room. There is an average of 2.8 rooms per dwelling, while
the average size of household is 4.7 persons (Table 8). Such
a crowded condition gives some conception of the mode of liy-
ing of these people.

Type of Household Tenure

Nearly two-thirds of the dwellings are owned by the head
ef the household. Slightly over one-fifth are rented. The re-
mainder live in houses which they use in return for care and
upkeep, which they obtain in payment for some service, which
are lent to them, or which are owned by some relative.

The largs proportion of the houses owned by the head of
the heusehold calls for some explanation. Two types of cwn-
ership prevail. In ene instance the household owns both the
house and the land on which it is buili. In this category are
found largely the clder settlers in the centers. They have either
purchased the land and built 2 house on it, or both the land
and the house have been acquired threugh inkeritance, usually
from the parents of either the head or the wife of the head.
The other type of ownership is that in which the pecple of the
household claim ownership to the house but not to the land
on which it is built. Such 2n arrangement may seem strange to
one not acquairted with the customs of the Spanish-Americaas;
but to them it is quite 2 reasonable srrangement, and upen ex-
amination it is found to be so. The houses are built upen the
family lot. The head of the larger family group retains own-
ership of the land but the houses built by other members of the
family are the property of these members. In a number of in-
stances this arrangement was stressed by the persons inter-
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viewed. Such a system grows out of the family solidarity which
prevails among the Spanish-Americans. In turn it explains why
the dwellings in many instances are grouped closely together.
Since a lot has only limited size, the construction of additional
dwellings necessitates crowding of the dwellings.

Heating Facilities

More than five out of svery six households use kitchen
stoves for heating. The fuel fer their purpose is primarily
wood, obtained by gathering mesquite roots and branches on
the mesas, and by picking up scrap lumber whenever possible.
Ten per cent of the houscholds usc oil for heating. The re-
mainder have coal stoves or a fireplace. However, quantita-
tive data on hezting facilities do not give a complete picture.
The fact is that ameong most Spanish-Americans the heating
facilities are used mainly for cooking, even though the climate
during the winter does necessitate some heat for comfort. The
econcmic status of this cultural group in the majerity of in-
stances does rot permit any sxpenditure for fuel except {or the
purpose of cooking and in many cases does not permit it even
for this purpose.

Lighiing Facilities

Over five-sixths of the households use kerosene iamps for
lighting and one-eighth use electricity. One household uses
gasoline lamp. Of the thirty-seven households using electricity,
twenty-six are in the village of Dofia Ana, The other eleven
households are distributed among four centers. Three centers
have no electric facilities at all, although such facilities could
be obtained from transmission lines running past these centers.
Again the explanation is found in the low cconomic status of
the inhabitants.

Sanitary Facilities

Nearly 95 per cent of the households have outdoor toilets
while 4 per cent have no facilities of any sort. The condition
of sanitaticn in the centers presents a serious problem. What
facilities do exist are very primitive structures and located in
such a manner that the health of the inhabitants suffers through
contamination of the water supply and of the food.
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Type of Water Supply

Of the 297 houscholds, 50.5 per cent get their water sup-
ply from hand pumps, 14.5 per cent from open wells, 10.1 per
cent from their ncighbors, and 18.9 per cent from springs. The
remainder get it by various means. The households getting
their water from springs 21l reside in Berito and Rodey. This
water has to be bought, and two prices prevail, one price if the
watcr is delivered =nd another if the households get it them-
selves.

Refrigeration

There are practically no households with refrigeration {a-
cilities in the eight hamlets and villages. Only eight households
altogether have such facilities, which include three ice and five
ciectric refrigerators. These households, with one exception,
are those which have a store or a bar.

TrANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATION

The means of transportation tsed by the households stud-
ied are shown in Table 16. The most outstanding fact revealed
by the data presented in this table is the large proportion of
the househelds which have no means of transportation. Nearly
half of the households are in this group. Here again it is a
matrer of inability to afford such luxury. Jt it true that soms
of the households would have no great use for transportation
facilities, but a desire to have tliem nevertheless prevails. As
it is, slightly over one-third of the households have automobiles
of their own, usually rather dilapidated vehicles. A few own
trucks and o few have arrangements either to rent cars from
their neighbors or to use the car of some relative, Altogether
the means of transpertation may be regarded as quite limited
among tie households in the centers.

Cormmunication facilities arz even more limited than trans.
portation facilities. Only one center, Doiia Ana, has telcphone
facilitiee, 2ad the three households in this center that do kave
such facilities are engaged in some business enterprise. Forty-
three of the 297 houscholds have radios. Of these, twenty-five
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TABLE 16

Mzans oF TraNspoRTATION Usgp BY HousgHOLDS 1IN EIGHT SELECTED
ViLLAGEs AND HAMLETS, 1939

Means of
transportation Number Per cent
Total 297 100.0
Automobile 104 340
Truck 2 4.0
Rent v ¥ 3.7
Horse 13 4.4
Wagan 7 2.4
Relative’s car 4 13
None 146 492

are in Dofia Ana. Publications are subscribed to or bought by
only a few of the households, Nine Spanish-American and nine
Anglo-American households have a daily newspaper. Ten of
the Spanish-American households subscribe to a weekly news.
paper. Eight Spanish-American households subscribe to a
magazine and five Angle-American families subscribe to one
or more magazires. Thus, only twenty-seven, or 10.2 per cent,
of the Spanish-American households receive some publication,
as cempared to fourteen, or 55.0 per cent of the Anglo-Ameri-
can households. Most of the households in the villages and
hamlets studied receive their mail by going to a post office, al-
- though a few of the families in Dofia Anz receive their mail on
a rural free delivery route. The majority of the Dofia Ana res-
idents receive their miail at the village post offize. In Angostura,
Placitas, and Rodey, the inhabitants get their mail in Hatch,
The residents of Berino and Chamberinc call for their mail
at post offices in steres located on highways about a mile from
each center. Poztal facilities for Old Picgcho are located at
Fairacres, and the residents of Leashurg get their mail at a
store on the highway about half a mile away, where it is left
by the rural mail carrier,

SERVICES

Reference has been made in u previous sectipn to the
searcity of institutions and agencies in most of the centers in-

N 1



RURAL 80CIAL ORGANIZATION 75

cluded in this study. The question therefore arises as to where
the inhabitants of the centers go for various services which
may not be available in the centers. Before an attempt is made
to answer this question, it is necessary to call attention to the
fact that the demands of the inhabitants are quite limited from
the standpoint cf services. There are, of courss, the church
and the scheol to be considered. The remaining services, other
than any that might center around recreational activity, are
restricted mainly to medical services, clothing, groceries, gaso-
line and oil, and auto repair. Legal services are seldom required
by any of the people. The economic status of the group elim-
inates the need for banking services. Yet, in spite of the limired
requiremencs, it is found that the centers do not meet the needs
of their inhabitants,

The children of Angostura and Rodey attend the elemen-
tary school lecated at Rodey, and those of Placitas attend the
Hatch murnicipal elementary school. The Hatch High School
draws what few high school children there are in these three
centers. The Catholic church at Rodey serves the inhabitants
of both Rodey and Angostura and in some measure also the
inhabitants of Placitas, siace there is only a Catholic chapel
at that place. Hatch is the service center for all the economic
needs of the inhabitants of Angestura, and primarily so for
those of Rodey and Placitas. In each of these two centers,
however, there is a small grocery store which supplies part of
the groceries for some of the households in these centers. Most
of the groceries ir both centers are obtained in Hatch, Thie
village also provides medical facilities for the inhabitants of
the three centers.

Dofia Ana has a large elementary scheol which is attended
by the children of the village Children attending high school
go to Las Cruces. The Catholic and Spanish Methodist
churches in Dofia Ana serve practically all of the households
which have any religious affiliations, except for a few Anglo-
American families that attend church in Las Cruces. Medizal
services and clothing are in almost all instances obtained in Las
Cruces. The majority of the households buy their groceries
in Dofia Ana and most of the remaining househcids obtain this
itern in Las Cruces. Four-fifths of the owners of autcmobiles
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buy their gas and oil in Dofia Ana, but nearly all have their auto
repair work done in Las Cruces.

The few children of school age in Leasburg attend school
at Hill. People attending church go either to Dofia Ana or Las
Cruces or both. Medical services and clothing are in all in-
stances obtained in Las Cruces. Half of the hopscholds
purchase their groceries in Las Cruces, while the other half
obtain them at an open-country store on the highway about
half a mile from the center.

There is no grade school at Old Picacho; instead, the chil-
dren attend the school at Fairacres, some twe miles distant.
There are no high scheol students at present in Old Picacho
but the center is in the Las Cruces Union High School area,
Most of the inkabitants attend church at the Catholic church
in Lag Cruces, although a few families do go to Mesillz. Med-
ieal facilitics and all economic services are obtained inLas
Cruces. A few families buy their groceries in Fairacrss,

The Spanish-American children in Berino attend an elemen-
tary school located on the highway about a mile from the
center. The Negro children attend school at Vado. There are
no children from Berine attending high schu at present, but
the center is in the service area of the Valley High School lo-
cated west of Anthony. The Spanish-Americans attend the
Catholic church in Berino and the Negro families atterd church
at Vado. Anthony provides medical facilities, With respect
tp, clothing and groceries, Berino differs from the other centers
in that the houscholds in this center are served by several other
centers as well as by the grocery store in Berino, The local
grocery serves about one-third of the families entirely, but the
reat either buy part or all of their groceries at other centers,
particularly La Mesa and Vado. Beth of these centers are
located a considerable distance away but send a truck to Berino’
to take orders to be delivered later. Clothing is bought at vari.
ous neighbering centers, especially at La Mesa, and in the city
of El Paso, Gas and oil are abtdined at the highway.

At Chamberino there is an elementary school and also a
Cathohc church, which serve the population. Chamberino is
in the Valley High School aren. Medical services are obtained
both at Anthony and in El Paso. Clothing is bought almost
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entirely in El Paso. Most of the families buy their groceries
in Chamberino, but some also purchase groceries in Anthony
and El Paso. Gas and oil are purchased both in Chamberino
and Anthony. The influence of the proximity to El Paso is no-
ticeable with respect to the services used by the inhabitants of
Chamkerino. The same is ttue to a lesser degree in Berine.
These two centers, located in the southern part of the country,
are quite definitely within the El Paso trade area.

S0CIABILITY AND RECREATION

There are ne socici erganizations in the population centers
studied. Recreational and sociability activities take place out-
side any organizational framework. The most important
activities are visiting, dancing, and attending motion pictures.
Of the 297 households, 249, or five out of six, reported that
their members go visiting. Because of the importance of this
aspect of sociability it will be discussed more in detail in the
following paragraph. Wext in importancz is dancing. One
hundred and two househelds, nearly one-third of the total,
have a member or members who go to dances. The dances at.
tended are held in the centers where the p ti\.ip:mt" live in
neighboring centers. This type of recreation is recognized as
plaging an impertant part in the interests of the Sparish-
Americans and this view is substantiated by irnformation ob-
tained in this study. Seventy-cight households reported 2 mem-
ber or members atter.ding motion pictures. Movic-goers from
Rodey, Angostura, and Placitas go to Hatch; those from Leas-
burg, Dofia Ana, and Old Picacho go to Las Cruces; and thoss
from Berino and Chamberino go to Anthony, Other activities
engaged in are athletics, parties, and pool or billiards, althoug
only fourteen, twelve, and nine households, respectively, re-
ported a member or members participating in these activities.

Tke visiting done by the househclds which reported such
activity is mostly with other households in a given center. Qf
the 249 households reperting that they go visiting, 147, or
three out of five, visit only in their own hamlet or village. Of
the remainder, thirty-seven visit in one or more centers besides
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the one in which they reside. The rest visit in from one to
three centers outside their own. In practically all cases the
visiting outside a village or hamlet was done in nearby centers.
While quantitative data were not obtained as to the reason
for visiting, information gained during the interviews suggests
that visiting in other centers, to a large degree, is with relatives
or former residents,

MosILiT

Preceding sections of this chapter have shown that the eight
hamlets and village, which are included in this study are largely
inhabited by Spanish-Americans of low economic status. This
low economic status is reflected in the manner in which they
are forced to live. Inadequate housing and lack of household
conveniences are the rule. Transportation and communication
facilities are ar a minimum. Institutional, medical, and econemis
services are few in most of the centers and those available in
other centers are utilized only to a limited degree Such a sit-
nation raises the question as to whether the population of the
centers is stable enough to warrant better conditions. It is
a well known fact that localities with a highly mobile popula-
tion suffer from both a social and ar economic standpoint, If
there is considerable population movement in and out of the
ceriters studied, then perhaps this might be 2 partial explana-
tion of prevailing conditions. Some measure of the stability
of the population must therefore be obtained.

Lengih of Residence in Centers

One way of getting at the amount of stability of the popu-
lation with respect to movement can be obtained by noting the
number of years which the heads of the households have re-
gided in the centers. The heads whose years of residence are
known have resided in the center in which they live on an aver-
age of 28.8 years. Approximately onesixth have lived in the
centers less than five years but nearly as large a proportion
bave lived there fifty years or more. However, in order to get
an accurate picture of the namber of years the heads have lived
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in the villages and hamlets, it is necessary to consider the racial
or nationality groups separately. The Spanish-American heads
have had a longer period of residence than the Anglo-American
heads, the average being 31.3 and 8.¢ years, respectively. Even
this relatively low average for the Anglo-American heads is
higher than warranted, bécause the Anglo-American heads ir-
clude one widow who was born in one of the centers and kas
lived there for sixty-nine years. When this individual is ex-
cluded the average length of residence for the Anglo-American
heads is 5.8 years. Two-thirds of the Anglo-American hcads
and all of the Negro heads have lived in the centers less than
five years.

It thus appears that, judged by the average length of res-
iderce, the Spanish-Amecrican household heads have tended to
stay in the centers instead of moving away, since the age dis-
tribution of the total population in the centers is quite normal.

Place of Birth

Another measure of the mobility of the population of the
centers in question is to 2scertain the place of birth. This in-
formation for the heads of the households may be found in
Table 17. The data in this table give further evidence of the
lack of mobility of the population in that a large proportion
of the heads were born in the center of their present residence.
There is, however, a considerable difference between the
Spanish-American and the Anglo-American heads in this re-
spect. Of the former, 43.4 pet cent reported birth in their
present residence, while only one of the latter so reported.
Furthermore, 18.8 per cent of the Spanish American heads,
but none of the Anglo-American, were born in some other
center in Dofia Ana County than the one where they now
reside. Thus, 62.2 per cent of the Spanish-American heads
were born in Dofia Ara County. Only 5.7 per cent of the
heads of this cultural group were born in some other county
in New Mexico and 3.7 per cent in states other than New
Mexico. Or the other hand, 92.0 per cent of the Angio-Amer-
ican heads and all of the Negro heads were born in other
states, Of the Spanish-American heads, sixty-nine, or 26,0 per
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TABLE 17

PLace oF BirTH oF Heaps oF Housenobs IN ErcitT SELECTED VILLAGES
AND HaMLETS, BY RACE OR NATIONAUITY, 1939

Spanish- Anglo-
Tatal American American Other
Place of birth Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per
ber cent ber cent ber cent  ber cent

Total 297 100.2 265 rao o 25 0,0 7t 100.0
Present residence 116 391 X158 43.4 1 40 -~ —_
Doiia Ana County

outside present

residence 30 6.8 50 18.8 — — e —
New Mexico outside

Dofia Ana County 15 [ &1 15 57 — — - —_
Other states 44 148 13 5.7 23 gza 6 85.7
Foreign conntries T 23.9 69* 260 1 40 X X143
Unknown L 0.4 [4 vg  — _— - —_

* All born in Mexico. .
T Six Negroes born in other states and one person born in Japan.

cent were born in Mexico. From these data it will be seen that
the majority of the Spanish-American heads have always lived
in the center in which they now reside or have come from rela-
tively short distances from within the county, while the major-
ity of the Anglo-American heads have come from other states.
Thus, it cannot be said that the Spanish-American heads have
been characterized by any great degree of mobility.

For comparative purposes it is of interest to note the place
of birth of all the residents of the centers studied (Table 18)
As would be expected, the proportion of all residents bern in
the place of their present residence is considerably greater than
the propertion of heusehold heads reporting sach a place of
birth, since the children of the households would be more likely
to be born in the place of residence than -would the heads of
households. Thus, it was found that 64.1 per cent of all the
Spanish-American residents were born at their present residence
a8 compared with 43.4 per cent of the heads in the same cul-
tural group. A smaller proportion of al: the Spanish-American
residents were born elsewhers in Dofia Ana County. Naturally,
the proportion of all the Spanish-&merican residents born ont-
side the United. States-—that is, in Mexico-was much smaller
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TABLE 18

PrAce or BIrTH oF ALL REsmENTS IN EIGHT SELECTED VILLAGES AKD
HamLETS, BY RACE OR NATIONALITY, 1939

Spanisk- Anglo-
Total American American Other
Place of birth Num-  Per Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per
ber cent ber cent ber cent ber cent

Total 1390 10000 x248 00l 100.0 24"  100.0
Prescui residence 811 58.3 8uo 6q.2 9 7.6 2 8.3
Dofia Ana County

outside present

resideace 19% x3.7 186 14,9 2 ay 3 ¥i.§
New Mexico outside

Doiia Ana County 8o 5.8 67 5.4 13 1w — —
Oths= states - 188 11s 79 & or g7y <8 7
Foreign countries 115 8.3 x1x 8.9 3 2.6 1 4.2
Urknown 5 0.4 5 o4 — - —

@ All of these are Negroes except two Japanese born in Dofia Ana County
nutside present residence and one Japanese born in Japan.

than the proportion of the Spanish-American heads, the per-
centages being 8.9 and 26.0, respectively.

There is a considerable variation as to the place of birth of
all the residents for the different centers. In general, the pro-
portion born in the place of residence is greatest for the oldest
centers. Thus. in Dofa Ana, 70.¢ per cent of all residents and
77.5 per cent of all Spanish-American residents were born in
Dofia Ana. On the other hand, in Leasburg only 15.8 per cent
of the residents (all Spanish-Americans) were born in Leas-
burg, Thie small percentage is obtained by the fact that this
center has existed only three decades.

The conclusion regarding the data on the place of birth is
that for the Spanish-American group, bath the heads of house-
holds and all the residents, there is a marked tendency to con-
tinue residence at the place of birth, This is further evidence
of the lack of any great degrze of mobility on the part of the
members of this cultural group.

Last Previous Residence of Head

Some indication of the extent or distance of the mability of
the heads of the households may be obtained by noting the last
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TABLE 19

Last Previous ResDENCE oF Heaps oF HouseroLps IN EIGHT SELECTED
ViLLAGES AND HAMLETS, By RACE OR NATIONALITY, 1939

Spanisk- Angzlo-
Last previous Total American American Other
residence Num-  Per Num~ Per Num- Per Num- Per
ber cent ber cent ber cent ber cent
Total 297 1000 26§ 1000  2¢ 10020 7 1000

No previous

residence 1§ ¢ 377 IXx 41.9 X 40 — —-—
Dofia Ana County

outside present

residence So 26,4 75 23.3 5 200 — -
New Mexico outside

Doia Ana County 1y 6. 15 5.7 4 60 — ~—
Other states 47 5.8 27 102 14 360 61 859
Foreign countries 29 9.8 28% 0.8 — - 1 14.3
Usknowa 10 3.4 9 14 1 40 — —

* Aji born in Mexico.
§ All Negroes,
I Japanese.

previous residence of the heads that have moved to the centers
studied. These data are presented in Table 19, but it must be
remembered that they do not give any measure of the extent
or frequency of movement prior to location at the last previous
residence, It is possible, however, to draw some conclusion

ith reference to this peint in the light of other data on
mobility.

The data in Tabtle 19 should be compared with those in
Table 17. A comparison of these two tables shows that for the
Spanish-Americans the proportion of heads with ne previous
residence is slightly amaller ‘than the proportion born in the
. place of residence. Four heads born in the centers had moved
away at some time and returned again, Greater differences are
td be noticed in other categories. The proportion of heads
reporting last previous residence in Dofia Ana County outside
the center of residence is one and a half times as great as the
proportion reporting place of birth in the same area. The pro-
portion of heads with last previous residence in other states is
nearly twice as large as the proportion harn in other states.
QOn-the other hand, only two-fifths as many heads reported last



RURAL SOCIAL ORGANIZATION 83

previous residence in Mexico as were born in that country. The
differences in the number of heads reporting last previous resi-
dence and place of birth in these specified areas give some
measure of the proportion of the heads that made at least one
change of residence prior to the last previous residence. On
this basis it appears that of the 145 heads for whick both the
last previous residence and the place of birth were obtained,
seventy-cight, or 53.8 per cent, had made at least one move
prior to last place of residence. Quantitative data are not
available as to the number of moves made by these heads, but
it may be assumed that the cumber making morc than one
move has been small, since Table 17 shows that over two-fifths
of all heads were born in their place of residence and since the
preportion of heads moving would be likely to decrease as
the number of moves increased. Furthermore, data obtained
show that of the 145 heads of known previous residence, fifty-
scven, or 39.3 per cent, wete living then at the place at which
they were born. '

With respect to the Anglo-American keads, slightly cver
half reported last previous residence ir statcs other than New
Mexico. The last previous residence of the rcmainder was
either in Dofia Ana County or in New Mexico, outside of Dofa
Ana County. All of the Negro heads gave both place of birth
and laat previous residence in states other than New Mexico.

Reason for Moving to Centers

An attempt was made to ascertain the reason why the
heads moved to the cemers in which they now reside. The
answers received were often quite ambigucus and in many cases
not very satisfactory. A little less than one-third of the heads
stated that they came tc work, and approximately one-tenth to
farm, and one-sixth because thev had rclatives in the centers,
The rest reported a variety of reasons.

Children dway from Home

The preceding discussion on mobility has zll dealt with
the movement of the heads of househelds now residing in the
eight selected villages and hamlets included in this study. No
information was obtained on the number or destination of any
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households that may have left the centers. However, some data
were collected relative to ¢hildren not living in the households
of their parents. These data throw some light upon the mobil-
ity of the children. Discussion here has been limited to the
children of Spanish-American houscholds.

Table 20 shews the residence of Spanish-American children
net livirg in the homes of their parents. It will be seen from
this tzble that nearly one-third reside in the center where their®
parents live, Nearly anothar third live in some other place in
Doiiza Ana County than the place of residence of their parents.
Approximately onz-tenth live in other counties in New Mexico,
and nearly one-fourth live in other states. In other words, the
tendency has been fer the children to stay either in the center
or to move only to some other locality within the county. In
general, change of residence to some other part of the county
has bcen to nearby centers or localities. However, where the
children Lave left the county altogether, they have tended to
2¢ to other states rather than to stay in New Mexico. Cali-
fornia has drawn more of the children than any other state,
forty-three having gone to that state. Of the remainder, seven
teen have gone to Texas, five to Arizona, and one to Oklahoma,

The sons have shown a greater tendency than the daughters
to stay in their home center, but with respect to change of
1esidence te other places in Dofia Ana County, the tendency
has beer the reverse. In neither case, however, have the dif-
ferences been marked. Approximarely the same proportions of
sons and daughters have gone to other counties in New Mexice,
and other states.

TABLE »0
RESIDENCE OF SPANISH-AMERICAN CHizrmew Not Livine AT Home 1IN EiGHT
SepecTED VILLAGES AND HAMLETS, BY SEX, 1939

. Total = N

Place ot ts_u_ience Number Per cent Male Yemale
Total 269 100.0 140 129
Home center 87 32.4 49 38
Doiia Ana County outside

home center 85 31.6 39 40
New Mexico ouside

afa Apra County 2% 104 16 12
Other states 86 24.% 16 30

Foreign couptries 3 nr — 3
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From Table 20 it is seen that slightly over two-thirds of the
children not living with their parents have left their home
center. It remains to be shown how the number in this group
compares with the number of children residing in the home
center regardless of whether living at home or in separate
households. This is shown in Table 27. As would be expected,
the proportion of children in the 15-19 year age group living
away from the centers where their parents reside is rather
small, only 12.8 per cent. The proportion in thc older age
groups is larger, ranging from 43.6 for the 20-24 year age
croup to §9.3 per cent for the 35-39 year age group. The
proportion increases as the age increases up to the age of
forty, The proportion for the persons forty years of age and
over is less than for either the 30-34 or the 35-39 age group. If
the number of cases were larger it might be concluded that the
movement of children away from the centers is of morc recent
occurrence.

FamiLy INTERRELATICNSHIPS

. A commonly accepted statement often made is that a large
roportion of the inhabitants of Spanish-American villages and

TABLE 21

ProPORTION OF ToTAL NUMEER OF LivING CHILDREN BORN To SPANISH-AMERICAN
HousenoLnps LviNG 1N CENTERS AND AT SPECIFIED RESIDENCES AWAY FROM
CENTERS IN BiGHT S2LECIED VILLAGES AND HasMLETS,

vy Srrcwriep Ack GRotTrs, 1939®

Place of residence outside center
Total number Residence N. M.
Age of in home Total Doiia Ana outside
group children center County Dofia Foreign
outside Ana Other coun-
No. % No. % No. % center County states tries

Towal 46z zooe 283 Sz 177 383 83 27 63

15-19 41 1000 3 872 8 2.8 ] 3 $ -E
20-24 117 1200 56 364 ST 43.6 26 4 20 I
25-20 80 roo.0 41 31,2 39 48.8 20 3 15 I
36-34 5% IL0.0 23 435.x 28 54.9 Le 9 7 -
35-39 42 1000 1 405 25 59.5 ] 4 8
40 and gqver 31 1000 15 43.4 5 516 7 g g e

. *Does not inciude seven children of unknuwn ages, five of which Yive away
from the centers,
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hamlets are related to each other. Data already presented
have given some indication that this might be the case. It has
been shown that about one-sixth of the heads moving to the
centers included in this study came because they had relatives in
the centers. It was also found that nearly one-third of the
children who have ieft the households of their parents reside
in the ceiter in which their parents live. More specific and
detailed data on family interrelationships among the Spanish-
Americans included in this study may be found in Table 22,
Before these data are examined a brief explanation of the type
of interrclationships listed must be given.

Study of relationship between the heads of the households
was attemnpted in only limited measure. Furthermore, only
certain degrees of relaticnships have been enumerated. The
data in Table 22 refer only to relationships of three kinds,
namely, parent-child, sibling, ard in-law relationships. The
more distant relationships have not been included. Moreover,
it must again be stressed that the information collected on
relationships refers only to the heads of households. In 2
good many instances this procedure has necessitated the exclu-
sion of relaticnships which strictly spezking are as close as
some cf those which have been enumerzted. For exampls, the
wife of the hzad of 2 household might be a sister-inJaw of the
head of another household. Such a relationship would to all
intents and purposes be as close a degree of relationship as that

TABLE 22

Rrvamonsare BETWEEN HeADS 0F SpaNIsSH-AVERICAN Housemorps 1v
E1cuT SELECTED VILLACES AND HAMLETS, BY CENTER, 1939

Total Number of relationshipa

number Tatal
Center of heads Number Porcantof I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

incenter of heads all heads
Total 283 8y 70.6 73 50 84 Xy 7 4 ~ 1 1%
Angostura x5 7 46.7 4 0§ e e i e
evino zg 18 62.x Th 4 o e e e o
Chamberino 80 0 so.0 € 3 Y e e am
Daofia Ana 8% 75 852 19 21 ¥ 7 8 4 — 1 %
Teazburg rx g 35 6 2 e cmrrn e mrm
(Old Picacho x8 [ 553 T o o e e s ot o
Placltas 43 34 792 B 9 & g e
Rudey Ax 29 youF £ B, 6 2= v
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in which the head is a brother-in-law of another head. Yet
these cases have been excluded because it was felt that accurate
and complete data had not been obtained. The degrees of
relationship which have been enumerated, however, do give
some measure of the extent to which the households of the
various centers are iaterrslated,

Table 22 shows that among the Spanish-Americans 70.6
per cent of the household heads arc related to one or more
other heads. There was some variation between the different
centers, In the village of Dofia Ana over 85 per cent of the
heads are related to other heads, but in Old Picacho only one-
thirc of the heads are relatad.

While the proportion of heads related to other heads is
impertant, it does rot give a true picture urless the number of
relztionships of each head is taken into consideration. The
aumber of households related to given numbers of sther heads
is shown in Table 22 for each of the centers studied. From the
table it is observed that in Dofia Ana, Rodey, and Placitas a
relatively large number of heads are related to more than one
head. In Donia Ana one head is related to nine other heads
and one head to eight other heads. The percentage distribu-
ticn of the number of relationships betwsen the rclated heads
is summarized for all centers in Table 23. Slightly over 0 per
cent of all the related household heads are related to two or
more heads. The heads are, on the average, related to 2.2
other heads.

TABLE 23

PereenTase DismmsuTion oF Numier or ReraTiowsmies Bzrweeny Heads oF
SpaNi1sH-AMERICAN HousEHOLDS IN E16HT SELEZCTED
VinLacEs AND HAMLETS, 1939

Number of
relationships Number Per cent

Total 187 100.C
1 73 39.2
2 30 267
3 34 8.2
4 17 9.3
5 7 3.7
5 4§ 2.9
7 — —
8 b1 0.5
9 x

0.5
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The data presented in the preceding paragraphs bear ont
the contention that there is a high degree of interrelationship
between the households in Spanish-American villages and ham-
lets, The significance of interrelationships to the problem at
hand will be shown in the next chapter.

The villages and hamists included in this study ard some
of the characteristics of their population have now been
described. These centers, located on the mesas at the edge of
the irrigated area in the Rioc Grande Valley, were shown to
have only a limited number of agencies and institutions. The
populaticn is predominantly Spanish-American and of normal
age and sex distribution. With respect to marital-status, the
population is closely similar to that for New Mexico as a
whole. Various types of households are present. The educa.
tional status of the inhzbitants is low. Most of the heuseholds,
connected with agricultural activity in some manner, are of
lowr economic status. Livicg conditions indicate a very low
standard of living. Lack of transportation and communication
facilities i characteristic for a large proportion of the house-
hoelds, Services and activities are in most instances obtained
frem nearby larger centers. The inhabitants of the centers
are not very mobile. Finally, 2 large number of the houszholds
are related to other households in the centers. It now must be
ascertained what the socizl cultural processes are which deter-
mine the type of socizl orgarization which has been found tc
exist in the eight selected villages and hamlets which are being
given special consideration in this study.



CHAaPTER IIT .

THE ROLE OF SOCIAL-CULTURAL PROCESSES
IN SOCIAL ORGANIZATION IN SELECTED
VILLAGES AND HAMLETS

Before discussing the role which various social-cultural
pracesses play in determining social organization in the villages
and hamlets selected for study, brief attention should be given
to the nature of the social process, types of social processes,
and the importance of social processes in social organization.
Out cf this theoretical corsideration the functioning of the
sccial processes cza be better understood.

TaE Sociat Process as A CoNcEPT

As used in this monograph, social processes refer to the
forms of interaction which characterize a given social group and
which influence the members of this group in their personal and
group relaticnships. The following quotation sets forth the
nature of social processes as they are thought of this chapter:

Social processes are those procadures, forms of action, or movements
ameng peopla which are both fundamental o social life and which as
actions or movemems roodify aid infloence 1he 1elarives of peisons 10 zych
other and of groups of persons to other groups. It is evident that the
social processes result from contasct and interaction, In analyzing the
various social processes, in fact, we are but examining into the details of
the larger and fundamental process of interaction itself.:

The fundamental process of interaction referred to in the
above quotation is present in any social group. It may apply’
both to large groups and to a few individuals, Without some
form of interaction social life would not exist. It is the basic
process making for social organization and social change. As
Park and Burgess write:

1Kimbali Young, Seurce Kook for Sociology, American Bopk Company,
New Yark, 935, p. 547, '

80
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. Society stated in mechanistic terms reduces to interaction. A person
is a member of society so long as he responds to social forces; when inter-
action ends, he is isolated and detached; he ceases to be a person and
becomes a “lost soul.”” ‘This is the reason that the limits of society are
coterminous with the limits of interaction, that is, of the participation of
persons in the life of society.?

Out of the basic process of interaction come certain special
social processes. These wiil vary with time and place, but in ali
instances they are fundamental to an understanding of. the

social organization of any particular group. As Dr. Kimbali
Young says:

Social processes are distinetly related to the social order or sccial
organizaricn. In fac: the study of sccizl processes is but one manner of
viewing society, while the study of social ozder znd cultuze constitute
another way of looking at the same thing. One might with prefit refer
to the old familiar analogy of function and structure. 'When we analyze
the social processes we are concerned with the social functions, the intex-
actional patterns of individuals and groups. When we analyze sucial
urganization and culture we are dealing more especially with the frame-
work or scructure of society. Truly structure and function go hand in
band, and it is useless o try to treac one without reference to the otier,®

Many different types of social processes have been sug-
gested and the number and types vary considerably depending
on the person making the classification. Dr. E. A. Ross, for
example, lists thirty-eight soctal processes.* Park and Burgess,
on the other hand, have seen fit to group the forms of inter-
action into four major processes, ramely, compatition, conflict,
accommodation, and assirailation® Others have tended to
classify social processes somewhere betwcen these two e&x-
tremes. No attempt has been made in this study tc fit the
discussion of social-cultural procesaes as they relate to the prob-
lem to any particular classification, Instead, the writer has
given consideration to some of the processes that have been

seegnized by others as forms of interaction and has in addi-

e

2Robert E. Park and Ermest W. Burgess, Int=aduction to the Sciemce of
Socilogy, Unweulty of Chicago Press, Chicagoe, 1934, p. 34%

8Young, ap. cit, p. 347.

4 E. A, Ross. Principles of Socislogy, Century, New York, roz3, p2. 77-554.

5 Park anrd Burgess, og. cil,, pp. 504-784.
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tion suggested one or two other processes which are considered
as important in determining social organization in the Spanish-
American villages and hamlets which are included in this study.
He has used the term “‘social-cultural processes” instead of the
term “‘social processes’ because some of the processes are of a
more strictly cultural naturc than those usually thought of as
forms of interaction.
Before consideration is given to the role of social-cultural
processes it is necessary to refer to agricultural changes in the
rea studied as they have affected the population and the social
organization cf the centers. In addition, reference must be
made to the relative lack of agencies and institutions in the
centers.

THE INFLUENCE OF AGRICULTURAL CHANGES

Ir an earlier chapter it was pointed out that the first settlers
in Dofia Ana County were Spanish-Americans. Settlement was
made along the banks of the Rio Grande, and the first efforts
were made to farm the fertile soil of the Valley. Because of
the lack of rainfall, it was necessary from the very beginning to
put into practice some form of irrigation. The methods used
were of a primitive nature and had to be carried on without
storage facilities. Such practices as prevailed came through
private efforts but on a group basis rather than on an individual
basis, Irrigation pratices were not efficient, but they served the
purposs and were an adaptation to meet prevailing conditions,

The land which the early Spanish-Amsrican settlers in New
Mexico farmed was, in most instances, obtaiacd through land
grants from the Mexican government. The grants were large
tracts of Jand to which, in cach case, a number of families
acquired ownership. A number of thesc land grants were
located ia Dofia Ana County. One of these was the Dofia Ana
Bend Colony Grant which was 2cquired by the original setelers
of the village of Dofia Ana. Grants also were made later to
Spanish-American settlers by the United States Government,
but in the form of small tracts of land to individual families
instead of large tracts to groups of families. Later acquisitions
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were obtained through purchase. The important thing is that
the Spanish-Americans owned the land which they farmed.
With the acquisition of New Mexico by the United States,
Anglo-Americans began to arrive in the county and gradually
acquired land holdings. Sull, land ownership for a number
of decades continued o be predominantlv in Spanish-American
hands, especially since this culteral group, for a considerable
time, greatly outnvmbered the Anglo-Americans. The acre-
age owned by each Spanish-American farmer was not large
(althcugh there were some large holdings), but it was owned
by kim, and it was sufficient to provide him with a certain
degree of economic security.

The first Spanish-American settlers lived in village or hams
let centers. Land was mostly farmed adjacent to these centers,
primarily because irrigation was best carried on through coép-
eration between a number of farm operators. It was therefere
quite logical that the farmers should reside in the centers. As
has been mentioned previously, protection against Indians and
other undesirable elements was also a factor in concentration
in centers, as was the desire for association. As time went on,
however, some of the farmers moved out on the farrns, espe-
cially in cases where larger holdings were acquired. This
movement away {rom the centers to dispersed farmsteads did
not necessarily destroy any ties which such families had in the
centers. More important, it did not change the type of lan
tenure. Ownership continued to prevail. It is true that an
increasing number of Anglo-Americans had begun to acquire
land heldings and to engage in farming, but at the beginning
of the present century the majority of the farmers were Span-
ish-Americans. A self-sufficient agricultaral economy prevailed

The change which taok place in the agricaltural economy in
Dofia Ana County since the tarn of the centnry has bean dis-
cussed in detail in a previous chapter. The effect of large-scale
irrigation as a result of the construction of the Elephaat Butte
Reservoir kas already been discussed. To summarize this effact
again, the coming of the irrigation preject brought about the
imposition of large finapcial burdens cn the farmers because of
the cost of the project. Construction and water costs called for
more cfficient farming methods. The result was the develop
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ment of 2 more highly commercialized type of farming than
had existed previously. Commercial production for a cash
market increased. The introduction of cotton, in 1918, accen-
tuated the process of commercialization of farming which the
construction of the irrigation project had begun. Cotton is a
cash crop. involves a large cash cutlay, and does not fit into a
self-sufficicr:t farm economy.

As a consequence of the commercialized type of far mmg
resulting from the completion of the irrigation project and the
introduction of cotton, the cconomic security of the Spanish-
American farmers was threatened. In fact, the economic inse-
curity which characterizes the bulk of the Spanish-Americans
in Dofia Ana County today is an outgrowth of the change to
commercial agriculture which has bezn discussed. A number of
factors involved may be mentioned.

An 1mpo*tant effect of the agricultural changes which tock
place was the disrupticn of the self-sufficing economy which had

prevailed. Under the carlier economy the farmers had been
ablc to supply a major portion of their food needs from their
farms. It must be remembered that the diet of the Spanish-
Americane, even tcday, is limited to relatively few types of
foods, The main items in the dist consist of fortillas (2 flat
caks made out of corn), beans, and chili, The corn, the beans,
and the chili earlier were all raised on the land which the
Spanish-Americans owned. The first of these was ground into
meal at home. Thus, from the standpoint of food wants, the
average Spanish-American, farm was characterized by a high
degree of self-sufficiency. In other respects, also, the farms
were self-sufficing. This situation changed materially with the
coming of commercialized agriculture, In the first place, many
of the Spanish-American farmers los« their land and were not
able to raise any products to meet their food needs. The loss of
their lands will be discussed in mere detail below. Secondly.
the commercialized type of agriculture which came to prevail
led to the abandonment of the aold practice of raising produce
for home consumption on many farms that still remained in the
hands of Spanish-Amecrican farmers either as owners or as
tenants. One prominent citizen in the county informed the
writer that during periods of high cotton prices cotton often
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was planted right up to the dwellings on a farm, since it was
more profitable to raise cotton and buy all items used for food.
The result was that new habits and practices were established
which were not easily changed later when a lower price of cot-
ton would have made it desirable to return to the old practice
of raising preduce on th= farm for home consumption. Another
exarmple may be given to illustrate the change away from a sclf-
sufficient economy. One storekeeper in zn open-country storc
stated that today half of his Spanish-American customers buy
their chili from him and also buy corn mesl for making tor-
tillas rather than raising these items as formerly. Many simi-
lar illustrations could be given. Often housewives refer rather
sadly to the days when they knew they would have something
to ear because they raised it on their farms. In short, many
Spanish-American familizs have found that they are no longer
able to meet their own needs as sufficientiy as before the intro-
duction of a commercialized type of agriculture,

A second consequence of the introduction of commer-
cialized farming in the area was the loss of land by a large
proportion of the Spanish-American farm owners. These werc
supplanted by Anglo-American farmers who swelled the ranks
of this cultural group that had gradually beer coming into the
Valley over a number of decades. The loss of lands was
brought abour either through sale or foreclosure. The latter
came a2bout because of the heavy financial burden which was
mentionsd above as resulting from the introduction of largs-
scale irrigatioa. Many Spanish-American farmers could not
adapt themselves to the more efficient farming metheds which
became necessary, and because of heavy financial encurmbrances
lost their Jand through foreclosure, Others sold their lands
because of high prices. Te many Spanish-American farmers
who never had been in possession of any great amount of
money, the prices which wers offered for the lernd seemed to
make the sale of their land a desirable step. The high land
prizes beth directly and indirectly resulted from the construc-
tien of the Elephant Butte Reservoir. Both the establishment
of a permanent water supply and the profitable practice of
raising cotton increased land values. These two factors also
brought about increased migration of Anglo-Americans into
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the area, and this in turn {urther increased the price of land.
As a result of the high land values, many Spanish-American
farmers sold their land. Unfortunately, the proceeds from the
sale of the land were in many instances not turned to some use
which would insure a dependable economic return in the
futurc. The whole result has been that the sale of land coupled
with the less of farms through forzclosure lcd te the dispos-
session of a large proportion of former Spanish-American land
owners.

As a consequence of the loss of their land by a large pro-
portion oi the Spanish-American farmers, a third important
fac-or must be mentioned, namely, the increase of the agricul-
tural-worker class. Some of the dispossessed Spanish-Ameri-
can farmers continued to work upon the land they formerly
owned, but now as tenants instead of owners. The majority,
however, having no other means of livelihood, became agricul-
tural laborers. They joined the ranks of the farm-labor class
which had gradually been formed from the resident landless
population and by immigration frem Mexico. Commercialized
agriculture for a time called for an increasing number of farm
laborers and work opportunities were available to the dispos-
sessed farmers. Later, mecharization of agriculture and the
development of large farms decreased the demand for farm
laborers except during certain seasons of the yzar.

The result of the dispossession of the Spanish-American
farmers and the entrance of the majority of the dispossessed
farmers into the facrm-labor class was a lowering of the eco-
nomic status of the members of the former owners as well as
of the people already in the laboring class. The latter suffered
because of competition arising from the swelling of their ranks,
and the former were reduced to 2 position where their only
means of livelihood was the sale of their labor. From their
income as laborers they had to pay out cash for commoditics
which they had formerly been able to produce themselves.
This led to a decline in their economic status both from the
standpoint of the amount of econamic goods available for
living and from the standpeint of economic security.

A final consequence of the changing agricultural economy in
Dofia Ara County was the mevement of the disposscssed
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Spanish-American farmers to the small villages and hamlets
in the area. In an earlier chapter it was stated that some of
the farm owners in the county live in the centers adjacent to
their farms, although not to any appreciable degree so far as
the villages and hamlets included in this study are concerned.
It was also pointed out above that some of the dispossessed
Spanish-American farmers stayed on the farms as tenants.
Others stayed as farm laborers. Many of them, however,
neoved to the villages and hamlets in the area, where they for
the most part became members of the farm-Jabor group resid-
ing in these centers. It is this movement to the villages and
hamlets which to a largc degree explains why these centers
have continued to exist. As = result ¢f the movement to the
centers growing out of changes in the agriculturz]l cconomy
of Defin Ana County, a large proporticn of the heads of the
househslda in the villages and hamlets of the county consists of
farm laborers. This was found to be the case in the villages
and hamlets with which this study deals.

Considerable attention has been given here to agricultural
changes which have occurred in the area because it is believed
that it would be impossible ro see the full significance of the
social-cultural prozesses operating in the celected centers with-
out understanding the nature of the agricultural changes which
have taken place.

Lack oF AGENCIES AND INSTITUTIONS

In the preceding chapter it was shown that there were only
a very limited number of economic agencies in most of the
eight centers included in this study and that in some instances
there were none at all. Such economic agencies as exist are
only small enterprises and provide service to meet only the very
minimum needs. As a result, many of the households have
utilized economic scrvices outside the centers, Some families
have utilized local economic services, others have used them
only in part, and still cthers have not made use of them at all.
With respect to medical services, the residents of all the centers
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have had to obtain these services in some nearby larger center.
The same has been true with regard to recreational activity in
the form of motion pictures. In general, it may be said that
the centers studied do not have sufficient services of the types
mentioned to satisfy the needs of the inhabitants and therefore
o serve as a cohesive factor in the social organization of the
centers.

The church and the school are the only two institutions
which might serve to hold the people together, There is no
formzl organized government other than the precinct in which
the centers are located. Even church and schools are not pres-
eat in some cases. Where there is a school it may not be a
binding factor. Three of the hamlets have no schocls in or
near the center, and one center is located about 2 mile from the
school which the children attend. In one of the villages, the
children attend school i1 a nearby larger center. In all in«
stances, high school pupils have to go tc some other center.
Furthermore, where there are schools located in the centers,
these do not necessarily enhznce group consciousness, since ii.c
schools have been placed at their respective lecations not so
much becaase of the desire of the inhabitants as because such
location fts into the administrative schems of the rural el=men-
tary school system of the couaty.

The three hamlets without any school are also without any
church, and one of the villages has only a Catholic chapel. In
the centers witk a church, this type of institution does fili an
important place in the lives of the residents and is one of the
forces around which they can find a2 common interest.

The existence of relatively few cconomic ageacies, many of
these having only limited importance, and in many instances
the total lack of social institutions creates a sirvation in which
there is little basis for common interests and activities, This
situation is further accentuated by the fact that there are no
public facilitiss for obraining electric light, disposing of sew-
age, and providing a water supply. The absence of these
facilities creates u condition in which the center plays a much
less important part than it would under circumstances where
these facilities were all 2 matter of common cr public concern.
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IsoraTiON

Person-to-person and group-to-group relationships may
either be those of contact or those of isolation. Social processes
are the result of the interplay of social contact and isolation.®
Throughout the succeeding sections of this chapter the eflects
of contact upon individual and group behavior in the selected
villages and hamlets may be sean. For the present, emphasis is
to be placed upon isolation and its importance in rciazion te the
social-cultural processes which are considered important tc an
‘urderstanding of social organization in the area concerned.

The Meaning of Isolation

Before discussing the importance of isolaticn in the villages
and hamlets trzated in this study, brief reference should be
made to the meaning of the term. The meaning of isolation is
aptly put by one writer as follows:

Isolation means a limitation of the opportunity for stimulus and
response. It grows out of g sccial situation which circumsciibes the
rznge of interaction. The limitations of contact or interactivn depend
chiefly on biclogical, psychologiacl, geographical, and cultural factors.?

Of the four factors which the above author considers as
fostering isolation, attention will only be given to two, namely,
the geographical and tke cultural factors.

Geographical Isolation

In considering geographical isclation in connection with
the centers studied, it is importact to refer again to historical
factors determining the location of the centers. As has been
pointed out previously, they were located on the mesas primar-
ily as a protection against the danger of the flood waters of the
Ria Grande. Acr the time when these centers were started, they
were, in most instances, closer to the main avenues of thorough-
fare than at present. Developments subsequent to the time of
settlement removed rhe tines of transportation away from the

8 1bid., pp. 296233,

T Kimball Young, A% Inireduciory Serfalogy. Amerjcan Book Company, Naw
York. 1934, p. 103



RURAL SOCIAL ORGANIZATION 99

centers. The result has been that some of the centers are
now located away from the main areas of activity. Further-
more, the absence of open-country population around the cen-
ters has also made them geographically isolated.

Park and Burgess state that geographical forms of isola-
tion are sociologically significant in so far as they prevent
communicaticn.® This is exactly what has taken place with
regard to many of the Spanish-American villages znd hamlects
in Dofia Ana Ccuaty and ecspecially those which are given
emphasis in this study. It was shown in the previcus chapter
that transportation and communication facilities are very
limited in the centers. Without such facilitics the range of
social contacts has heen and still is limited, and the individual
and group behavior of the inhabitants of the centers have been
affected thereby.

Cultural Isolation

Cultura) factors also have served to increase the isolation
of the Spanish-American villag=s and hamlets These cultural
factors may or may not be related to geographical isolation.
On the one hand, the limited services and facilities in the cen-
ters have to some extent increased the contacts of the inhabi-
tants with the outside. On the other hand, the lack cf social
participation which has resulted in a degree of cultural isola.
tion has in part grown out of geographical isolation.

Cultural isolation in the centers has been fostered by
language and other cultural differences. As Young states,

Cultural isolation arises where there is a strong we-group wversus
others-group feeling. Language differences make this distinction all the
more evident, since language is a basic featurc of any culture.?

There is a strong we-group feeling among the Spanish-
Americans mn the villages and hamlets, not with reference to
Spanish-Americans outside the centers but with reference to
Anglo-Americans as a whole. The importance of this feeling
will be seen in following sections, but a few aspects of cultural
isolation in general may be brcught out at this point.

As ¢ result of the cultural isolation which prevails, contacts
\

8 Park and Burgess, o, cil., p. 228,
9 Young, op cik, p. 104,
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of the Spanish-Americans in the centers have been limited
largely to members of their own cultural group and especially
to the people residing in their own center. This has made for
the persistence of old habits, ideas, and attitudes. Social change
consequently has been slow. Because of the lack of outside
contacts, the impertance of the family has been greater than
it would otherwice have been. Similarly. the church has exertad
a great influencs on the habits of the people. In addition, the
interaction of individuals with members of their own cultural
group has besn increased. Finally, 2 most important conse-
quence of the cultural isolation which has existed has been the
failure to make the readjustments necessitated by the social
changes which have been taken place outside the centers.

In conclusion, it should be pointed out that in spite of
cultura; isolation in the centsrs, new ideas are being brought
into them. Yet sc great has been the influence of isclation in the
past that it is still an important factor to consider.

ASSOCIATION

The concentration of a large prepertion of the Spanish-
Americans in small villages and hamlets is, in part, due to
the associative tendencies of these people. Spanish-Americans
are characterized by a high degree of gregariousness. This
has manifested itself particularly in the sociability aspects of
interaction. It was found that one of the favorite diversions of
the households included in this study was visiting with other
houssholds, This tendency is not just an outgrowih of the
concentration of the populstion ‘in centers, but alsc has been
a factor in bringing the people together in these centers and
in keeping them there.

While it is dificult to draw any definite conclusions a3 to
why Span‘sh-Americans should be particularly gregarious, some
indication may be obtained by examining their historical back-
ground. It must be remembered that the Spanish-Americans
residing in New Mexico either came from Mexico or have
descanded from people who came from that counecry., It is
alse nccessary to recognize the fact that while this group is a
Spanish-speaking peaple, they are predeminantly of Indian
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ancestry. It is estimated that not more than 300,000 Spaniards
ever settled in Mexico. Intermarriage with the natives took
place, but the Indian blood has continued to predominate.
The Indians and mestizos'® are estimated to constitute g6
per cent of the total population of Mexico at present.’* The
Spanish-Americaas residing in New Mexico today must not be
regarded as descendants of the Spanish conquerors but rather
of the Indians anc mestizos. Since this is the case, it is tha
group life of the Indiars and the mestizos that has ts be coxn.
sidered in looking for an explanatioa in the Mexican back-
round cof the associative tendencies of the Spanish-Americans.
Studies of social life in Mexico show that a large majority
of the inhabitants of that country in the past have lived and
still live in free villages or hacicuda villages. The free village
is characterized by primitive ccmmunism and native agriculs
tural methods making for a balanced econemy. The hacienda
villages, on the other hand, are dominzted by a landlord and
characterized more by Spanish creps and agricultural methods
and are clogely related to the large farms known as haciendas
which began under Spanish rule and continued under Mexican
rule. The nature of the hacienda and its relation te the haci-
enda villages is well expressed in the following words:

To my mind the hacienda was the major contiibution of Spain to
the organic life of Mexico. Where it functioned strongly, it twisted the
Indian pattern more vioiently than any other imported institution. ‘The
Church twisced souls, but the hecienda sfected bread and butter-—er
better, corn and beans; it went straight to economic rocts. An hacienda
was—and still is to a degree—a giant farm, under the absolute domina-~
tion of an individual with powers often running back to ruyal grant, and
a largely self-sustaining economic unit, It is feudalism plus, Along with
the graug of land went a grant of Indians, The inhabitants of one or
more villages were assigned io work the farm of che patentee. Gradually
they lost their status as citizens of the Aztec confederacy, and becawe w
all intents and purposes serfs of the landowner,>®

The important thing to note here is that the hactends vil-
lages and the free villages include the majority of the popula-
10 Persons of mixed blood,

11 Stuart Chase, Mexico, Macmillan, New York, rogx, pp. 290-231.
12 1bid, p. 90,
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tion of Mexico. It is estimated that 85 per cent of the total
population of the country reside in these two types of villages.
Put in another way, an estimated 12 per cent are living in places
of less than one hundred population and §7 per cent in places
of one hundred to one thousand population.*® The population
of Mexico thus is concentrated largely in small ceaters. This
situation has prevailed for centuries. Qut of such a system of
sociz] orgznization came the individuals who migrated to what
is now New Mexico and who, in this study, are called Spanish-
Americans. In the light of the tendency of the people to live
in association in the area from which the migrants came, it is
possible that this tendency carried over to the new cra of
scttlement. )

The associative tendencies of the Spanish-Americans are
1=lated beth to the origin of the centers studied and to the
persistence of these centers. With respect to the former, a
number of factors enter into the situation, In the first place,
as pointed out earlier the new settlers tended tu group to-
gether in order to facilitate their efforts at irrigaticn. Secondly,
the element of protection against outsiders was considered.
In the third place, family relationships were a factor in that
related families tended to settle together. Finally, settlement
was made in centers beczuse, in view of the lack of transporta-
tior and communication facilities, dispersed settlement would
have made for relatively great geographical isolation. Still,
in spite of 2ll of these factors it is doubtful whether the people
who first settled in the centers would have concentrated in
groups if some associative tendency had not been present in
the culture of the people,

The 10le of association in the persistence of the centers
raust not be minimized. In this case family relationships are
extremely important, but assuciation also operafes outside the
family groups. At any rale, it has served to continue the ex-
istence of ths ceniers ip two ways. In the first place, it has
drawr the people to centers already established. Such a move-
ment was discussed as a resclt of the loss ot lands by the
Spanish-Americans, It was also shown that a large proportion

18 Ihid., p 230
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of the people moving to the centers came because they had
relatives there. In the second place, through their desire to
associate with individuals of their own kind a large proportion
of the inhabitants have remaincd in the centers when otherwise
it might have been desirable to leave.

Curtural INPRTIZ

The sccial and economic conditions in the villages and ham-
lets, as described in preceding chapters and to some extent in
this chapter, do not indicate a situation that provides very many
opportunities for the inhabitants of the centers. Opportunities
for social participation are limited and for many families a
considerable degree of economic insecurity prevails. Further-
mere, this is not a temperary conditicn but rather one whick

eems bound to continue in the lighe of charging econcmic con-
ditions in ths wider area. In spite of such zonditions there is
a tendency on the part of the inhabitants to remain in the cer-
ters. A question thereforc arises as to why there seems to be
little effort made to leave the villages and hamlets in spite of
the evident social maladjustment which prevails.

It is granted, as will be shown shortly, that thare is little
outside the centers to attract the people away from them, but
part of ths explanation is due to what may be called cultural
inestiz. The mode of living Las become z well-established con-
dition arnd as such centinues in spite of anv lag that may have
resulted, Itis true that family relationskips tend to keep many
people in the centers. This will be elaborated on in the follow
ing section, but it is relevant here o point out that in other
cultural situations family ties do not necessarily act 2s 2 hin-
drance to mobility away from a locality in whick zonditions of
life no longer are satisfactory. In view of this fact, thc im-
portance of sheer inertin in explaining stability of residence
rust not be overlcoked. The fact of inertia, however, must
be intarpreted somewhat in the light of prevailing cconomic
cenditicns.

To the outsider, stability of residence on the part cf so
many of the residents of the centers is difficult to anderstand
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in view of the lack of prevailing opportunities connected with
continued residence in the centers. Yet, when conditions are
examined more closely, the question of possible incentives to
change of residence looms large. In most instances there is
no incentive to leave the centers. Similar conditions prevail
elsswherz in rural areas in the county and in the state for that
matter. Ogpportanities in urban centers are few. Mevement
to other states does not provide o desirable alternative, since
new adjustments would have to be made even if economic
conditions in other states werc favorable. Such adjustments
would be difficult, if not impossible, since these pcople have
not becoine accustomed to making changes. There is no good
reason to believe that the individuals or Families 'who might
desirc to leave the centers could see any brighter future result-
ing from changz cf residence.

Suck a condition does not act 2s 2 force to make the Spanish-
Amcricans leave the centers in which they live, but the con.
tention is made here that even if better opportunities existed
elsewhere, a large majority of she residents would continue to
live in the villages and hamlets simply because of an apathy to
any sort of change. It is 2 generally accepted fact that the
persiszence of old habits acts asa hindrance to cultural change.
The same may apply to change of residence. T many Spanish-
Americans residing in small population centers, it is easiest to
continue to live within the old patterns of behavior. Residence
in the centers is rooted in the past, and the past has its hold cn
the residents. Inertia, rather than change, has becomes the way
of life.

An illustration of this tendency to continue an established
pattern of behavior may be taken from some of the cases in-
cluded in this study. It has been shown that a lacge proporrion
cf the residents of the centers were born in the center where
they reside. This applies to old people as well as to the younger
ones. Time and again the answer to the guesticn “Where were
you born ™ was given in a tone that implied that it was the
most natural thing in the world that the interviewee should
have been born in the center where he resides. The answer so
oftert was “aqui, agui,”’ meaning “here. here,” and it was given
in 2 manner a3 if to ask “Where else wounld I have been born?”
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This attitude was shown in numerous instances by interviewees
of almost every age. The impression that has been obtained
is that it has never occurred to the person interviewed that it
might have been desirable for him to live elsewhere.

It is this type of inertia or unwillingness to make changes
that, in some measure, explains why the Spanish-Amcricans
continve to live where they do and why the centers where they
reside continue to exist. Social change in its wider aspects has
creatzd maladjustments {or these people, but new adjustments
have not beer: possible bezause the state of inertia that has de-
veloped has made it difficult to effect the neccssary changes.

TuE FaMiLy

The {family is the basis of a social structure in all human
societies. Everywhere it is the basic primary group.** The cul-
tural group to which these people belong is no exception. Not
only is the family the basic primary group among the Spanish-
Americans but, as such, it assumes relatively greater impor-
tance than in many other cultural groups in the United States
beczuse of the absence or relative unimpartance of other types
of groups, primary or otherwise. It was shown in a previous
chapter that the neighberhood and the community as social
groups do rot play such an important part in the social struc
ture of Dofia Ana County. On the other hand, it was shown
that the small villages and hamlets constitute the most numer-
ous type of locality group. Many of these centers, however,
do not serve to create a consciousness of local unity except on =«
geographical basis.

The facr that lozality groups, such as the neighborhood, the
community, and tc some cxtent the villagzs and hamlets, bave
not been the groups around which the Spanish-Americans have
become conscious of local unity might be explained if there
had been a shifting emphasis from locality to interest, as has
been the case in other parts of the United States.*® But there

14 Kimball Young, Sowrce Book for Sociolagy, American Book Company,
New York, ru3s, p. 214,

157, H Kolb, and Edmund de Brunner, 4 Stury of Rural Socimy, Houghton
Mifilin, Boston, 193z, pp. x6z-163. .
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has not been enough of such a shift among the Spanish-Ameri-
cans to account for the absence of local consciousness in the
“various types of locality groups. This may be seen by observing
the place which special-interest groups occupy in the villages
and hamlets studied. As a matter of {act there are no organ-
ized special-interest groups in any of the centers. The only
rganized group activity has been in connection with the church
and this has not developed to a degree to make for special-
interest groups There are nc educational, recreationzl, eco-
noraic, or political organizations in the centers and the residents
belong to none cutside the center. Special-interest groups are
rot cemmon among the Spanish-Americans as a whole. As a
matter of fact, this type of sccial group is not very wide-
spread in rural areas in Dofla Ana County. This may be illus-
trated with reference to social organizations. Most of the
social organizations in the county are located in Las Cruces.
The most important exceptiors are the socio-economic and
youth-serving groups. These are located mostly in rural areas
because of the fact that Farm Bureau locals and home demon-
stration groups are included ir: the sccio-economic category and
4-H groups in the youth-serving category. In general, socia-
tility and recreational activities through social organizations
are quite limited in the small centers and in the open country.
The same may be said of special-interest groups as a whole.
The problem arising cut of the lack of special-interest
groaps among the Spanish-Americans and the relative lack of
such groups in rurzl areas of the county in general is further
accentuated because in such grouvps as do cxist, membership and
participation by Spanish-Americans is sither entirely probibited
or vary limited. For example, the writer attended an annual
picnic of the Defiz Ana County Farm Bureau Federation. Sev-
eral hundred pecple were guth\.red and yet in the whole group
there were not more than five Spanish-Americans, Numerous
other illustrations might be given to show that a change of
emphasis from locality to interest does not account for the
lack of feeling of local consciousness on the part of the inhakb-
itants of the Spanish-American villages and hamlets.
It is because of the lack of s special-interest groups as well
28 the lack of locality-group consciousness that the family'
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assumes such an important place among the Spanish-Ameri-
cans. This situation is evident in all the centers studied. The
family, together with the interactional behavior growing out of
family life, constitutes the most important single factor in the
soclal organization of the centers.

The various phases of family interaction which are dis-
cussed below are related tc several other factors importan: in
the social organizaticn in the Spanish-American villages and
hamlets. The relation of associative tendencies to family inter-
action has already been discussed. It will be shown that family
behavior also ties up with religious behavior. Similarly, the
proceases of codperation and disintegration arc associated with
the family interactional pattern.

Family Inierrelaiionships

In the preceding chapter it was skown that family inter-
relationskips are very commen among the Spanish-Americans
in the selected villages and hamlets. This large amount of
family interrelationship plays an important part in the social
organization of the Spanish-American ceaters, In the first
place, such interrelationships tend to increase family solidar-
ity. Secondly, they serve as a force to keep a large proportion
of the population in the centers. Finally, sociability in the
center is closely related to family interrelationship. It is the
first of these three results of family interrclaticnships which is
the most impcrtant and which wili be considered here.

There is considerable cvidence of family sclidarity in the
villages and bamlets. One line of evidence is the tendency of =
large proportion of the children who have left the household
of their parents to continue residence in the centers. This ten-
dency is, in part, due to reluctance to move any great distance
from other family members, Family ties are scroag and tne
group sclidarity which has developed withir a family is not
disrupted ezsily. There is further evidence of tkis in that, in
some families, a marrizd son or daughter has aever left home
but lives with his or Ler spouse at home with the pareats. In
other instances, a widowed, divorced, or separated soa or
daughter has returned home and lives with his parents instead
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of in a separate household. In the case of daughters who thus
live with their parents, it is quite common for them again to
assume their maiden name. The interviewers in the field some-
times found it difficult to ascertain the exact degree of relation-
ship between such persons and the head of the household until
it was discovered that the family name was being used again

Not only do 2 laige proportion of the children who marry
continue to reside in the cencers, but there is a widespread ten-
dency to establish residence in close proximity to the parents.
In discussing the type of houschold tenure in the preceding
chapter, it was pointed out that a large number of the house-
holds live in dwellings constructed on the family lot. In these
cases, a8 one of the children marrics and decides to remain in
the center, a new dwelling is constructed right next to the one
that is already there. Subseguent structures ure then built
adjacent to these dwellings. This practice varies somewhat
for the different centers: but it is a common practice, and it is
one of the reasons for the physical appearance of the centers,
More important, it is evidence of a high degree of family
solidarity.

Perhaps the best illustration of family solidarity is seen in
political activity. This will be discussed in the following section
dealing with the family in relation to social centrol, but it
should 2lso be mentioned here as an indication of a high degree
of family solidarity. DPolitical interest and activity follow
family lines.

The presence cf a high degree of family solidarity with its
accompanying codperative effort does not mean thet there is
no conflict within the family group. Such conflict continually
appears but it is an intermittent and not a continuous process.
Petty jealousies often exist and may develop into more serious
forms of conflict, but these forms of conflict stay within the

amily group and tend to disappear in the event of crisis.

The Family and Social Control

At no point does the importance of the family among the
Spanish-Americans appear to be greater than with respect to
its relation to social control. It is largely through the family
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that social control is manifested, primarily because other chan-
nels of social control, outside of the church, do not exist to a
great degree. Social control is usually thought of as being either
informal or formal. The first form of social control is illus-
trated by the mores, religious convictions, and public opinion,
and the latter form by the legal and administrative dcvices laid
down by the state or those developed by a group to control its
own membcers.’® Now. in the Spanish-American villages and
hamlets studied, there is very little formal social control of a
local naturc. There is no village government. The only form
of local government is the precinct in which the centers are
located, 'and the only officials of this governmental unit are
the constable and the justice of the peace. No effort is made at
controlling the behzvior of the residents of the centers except
for the purpose of maintairing peaccful relatiors. Because of
the isolation of the centers and because of the status of the
people living in these centers, formal control by the state out-
side of the local governmental machinery is not felt to any
appreciable degree except in so far as maintenance of peace is
concerned. Since there are no organizations in the ceaters,
formal control of the second fype mentioned above is also
absent. This has resulted in the restriction of socizl centrol
largely to informal forms. Informal social control is, in part,
exercised through the influence of the church, but it has mani-
fested itself largely through the moral codes which, in turn,
have operated mostly through the family.

Before a picture of tae full importance of the family in
relation to social cortrol in the centers can be giver, it is neces-
sary to consider a Iittle further the nature of family organiza-
von amorg the Spanish-Amerizans, The family interrelation-
ships which have been shown to exist give no indication of a
type of family group beyvond the individual family consisting
of paronts and offspring. The existence of a type of family
organization more inclusive than the iadividue] family may be
shown by giving attention to what sociologists have called the
“great family.”

A “great family” is usually sonsidered to mean a family

16 Kimball Young, £n Iniroduciury Socivlogy, American Book Company,
Wew York, 2934, pp. 523-524-
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group consisting of more than parents and children. It may
include parentsiand their offspring, their children’s marriage
partners and children, adopted children, and other relatives.
There appears to be some question in the minds of some writers
as to whether or not all the members of the ‘‘great family”

nzed to live under one roof i in order to consticute this typs of
family group. As the term “‘great family” is used here, such
an arrangement is not essential. The ‘‘great family” is used to
designate a family group of a clese degree of relationship,
consisting of more than parents and offspring zven though such
a group may include several families living as scparate house-
holds,

On the basis of the abave definitioa of the “great family,”
this type of family group is characteristic of the Spanisk-
American culture ir general and of the villages and hamlets
studied. The degree of interrelationship whick was found
shows this to be the case. Still, it is more than a matter of mere
interrelationship, beczuse a number of interrelated families
become = new and separate entity, namely, the “great family.”
Tkhis ie seen from the meaning implied in a family name. When
raference is made to the “Barela family.” the “Chavez fam-
ily,” the “Cordova family,” or the “Bustamente famil},” it is,
in each case, not a single {amily that is referred to but rather a
group of related families bearing the same name, and daugh-
ters of these families who may have married into other
families.

A question may be raised 2s to whether the “great family”
as thought of herc includes families residing away from the
center in which this larger family group is found. Logically this
could be the case, since some families related to the larger
group reside near enough to make for a degree of family
solidarity not essentially different from that which would exist
if all the families lived in a center. Related families residing
outside a center, however, ate not included in the “great fam-
ily" in the sense the term is used here, because it is the families
in the centers which are being considered. The fact is that in
all the cetitere there are groups of families that assume the
characteristics of the “‘great family” as defined above, even if
the related family groups ontside the ceaters are excluded.
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The presence of family groups that are of a nature similar to
the “great family” has been given consideration here because
these larger family groups are closely related to social control
in the villages and hamlets. The members of the larger family
group to a considerable extent follow the leadership of some
cr.e member of the family; and through the dscisions of this
leader or head, concrol is exercised over the behavior of the
rank and file of the group. Patriarchal control is the rule, but
there zre also instances of matriarchal control. Under either
arrangement the importance of the old people is continually
recognized. The terms viejo and wvieja, meaning “old man"
and “‘old woman,” arc used with great frequency and indicate
2 reverence for the elders.

Social control through the family perhaps finds its most
clear-cut expression in political activity. There is widespread
interest among the Spanish-Americans in county political affairs.
This interest centers in the precinct. Ore is continually aston-
ished at the knowledge which many individuals in the villages
and hamlets have concerning local political sitnations. For
example, the writer was on a field trip trying to ascertain the
population of the rural centers which were not studied in detail.
Persons interviewed had only 2 hazy idea as to the sizc of the
center in which they lived, but three persons interviewed con-
secutively gave immediately the number of registered voters in
the precinct at the last election,

The interest in political matters is closcly related to the
problem of political control. Machine politics are rampant in
New Mexico and the situation in Dofia Ana County is no
exception. At the present time, it is the Democratic party which
has the upper hand, but cenditions were not different when
the Republicans held sway, Political icaders endeavor to linc
up the voters in each precinct. To a large extent this is pos-
sible with the support of key individuals in each precinet who
are in a position to deliver a block of votes, These key indi-
viduals may be able to swing & block of votes favorably because-
of their prominence in a rural center or in a precinct, but the
practice of securing political support among the Spanish-Amer-
icans is enhanced by family solidarity and by the family contral
exercised by the leader of a group of interrelated families.
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The members of the larger family group look to their leader
or head for guidance in political activity as well as in other
matters. Furthermore, the prominence of such family leaders
may insure control of votes outside the family group, although
it is the control of votes of the family that is most important.*?

Some indication needs to ke given at this point as to the
advantages gained through the political control of the family
votes as described above. Such advantages are cbtained on a
family or an individual basis. The writer has not been able to
learn of a single instance where political loyalty has breught re.
turns in the form of some improvement to any of the Spanish-
Amecrican villages or hamlets included in this study. In fact,
practically the only form which compensation to any of the
centers could take under existing arrangements would be rosd
improvement, and in the light of thc lack of transportation fa-
cilities such a reward weuld bs of doubtful value, It is because
of such 2 sitnation that any return cbtained for political loyalty
is on a family or an individual basis, Because the votes have
been delivered the leader of the family group is in a position tc
regusst some advantage for a member of the family.

The system of political control in the larger family group
is related to the old patron-pecn complex which, for many years,
prevailed in New Mexico 2and of which certain manifestations
still exist. The Spanish-American teon of the past locked to his
patron when in need. The earlier agricultural sconomy favored
such a relationship, but the charges breught about in the eco-
nomic life of the Southwest in recent decades, in the main, have
destroyed the basia for the continuance of such a relationship.
The maiority cf the Spanish-Americans in the stall villages
and kamlets no longer have a land-owning patron who has their
interests at heart and who can provide 2id in times cf need.
Censequently, it has been necessary to seek help elsewhere. That
help has been found, at least in part, as a result of the political
iafluence exercised through the leader of the larger family

17°The political confrul through polidlal awtivily in the villages and namists
fs tlosely relaved 1o the billngual situstion in the county. Palitical meetings often
ure conclugted with the aid of ar interpreter in ordar to appeal to the Spanish-
American element. The interpreter translates from Baglish into Spanish, With-
out this practice it is doubtful whether the Spanish-Amc.ican wvole could be
infRuenced to the exteot that is Jow the case.
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group. These leaders cannot strictly be called patrones, al-
though an arrangement has been set up whereby they have
taken over many of the functions of the earlier patrones. Such
an arrangement has been enhanced by the creation of existing
so-called emergency relief and social welfare agencies, since,
unfortunately, chese agencies do not always operate in an im-
partial manner.

From the preceding discussion it will be seen that the fam.
ily is very definitely an institution through which social centrol
is imposed on its members. The situation is gradually becom-
ing more complicated, however, because the family is a dynamic
institution, and changes are taking place which make problems
of social control within the family increasingly difficult. These
changes are discussed in the following section. ;

Changing Aspects of Family Life

Wkile the Sparish-American villages and hamlets studied
are relatively isclated, this isolaticn is breaking down. In spite
of the limited means of transportation and communication,
contacts with the outside have multiplied. The necessity of go-
ing outside the centers for many services, contact with the
outside through the schools, recreational and sociability activi-
ties, and work opportunities have made it impossible fer cul-
tura isolation to continue. As a result of the breakdown of
isolation 2nd the increzse in sccial contacts, new ideas and at.
titudes have affected family life, The attitudes cf the voung
peopls have been modified, and there is less satisfaction on their
part at the prospect of continued residence in the centers than
formerly was the case. The lack of opportunity to satisfy néw
wsants and desires which have been created through education
and increased contacts in general bas resulted in a feeling of
dissatisfaction on the part of many children and young people,

Family solidarity is feeling the effect of the influence of
outside contacts. The family is still important to the young
people because they have been brought up in an atmospherce
of familism, but there is a suspicion on their part that family
ties da not offer the advantages that they once did. :

The result of the social changes that have taken place and
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have modified family life has tended to place the parents in
a position where they have less control over their children than
was the case in the past. Itisa problem of conflict of the ideas
and attitudes received from increased contacts with those which
have prevailed 1n the home. Kamily mores no longer are as
binding as they once wese. As a consequence the families are
less highly integrated,

An experience of one of the interviewsrs in interviewing a
family in one of the selected villages illustrates both the chang-
ing attitude of the children and the lessening of parental
control. The head of the household in this case happened to be
a widow, Several grown children, one of them married, were
living at home. Because of the ability of the head to speak
English, it was unnecessary for the interviewer o vse his inter-
preter. After the usual preliminzries, when the information
had been obtained and entered on the schedule, onc of the
daughtcrs of the aead voiced her suspicion of all the questions
that wece being asked. The intcrviewer again patiently ex-
piained how the information would be used and was finally
permitted tc leave with his schedule. Throughout the inter.
view the head of the household had made no protest against
giving the desired information.

When the interviewer came to the center next day, it
appeared that the daughter raising the objections the evening
before, together with her sisters, had gone out to other fami-
lies in the hamlet after the interviewer had left and had created
considerable opposition to interviewing in the center. This
opposicion was removed when the interviewer presented his
credentials which, incidentally, had never been called for at any
ather time. To be sure that there was no ill-feeling in the
household where the trouble had srarted, the interviewer
returred to show his credentials to the head, She flatly refused
to lock at them and made some comments which illustrate the
poirt that should be brought out. She berated kher daughters,
who were present, for taking the attitude they did and said,
“T knew from the first that you were zll right and that the
information whick you were getting weuld not be used against
us. Jt seems smart these days for girls to know more than their
mother and for them to tell their mother what to do. It was
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my daughter and not I that doubted you. I don’t think it is
smart but they seem to think so. Maybe this will make them
realize that their mother is not as dumb as they seem to think.”
It is the sort of attitude taken by the daughters in the above
case and the remarks of the mother that give indication of a
lessening of parental control. The decline in parental control is
but one manifestation of the effect of sccial changes on family
life among the Spanish-Americans in the small rural centers.

EpucaTioNAL PROCESSES

In the preceding chapter the educational etatus of the, resis
dents of the eight villages and hamlets was found to be low.
This is but an objective manifestation of underlying educational
problems growing out of the presence of a large number of
Spanish-Americans in the total population. Because of these
problems an unfavorabls attitude toward education on the part
of the Sparish-Americans exists and bas had an adverse in-
fivence on social organization.

The System of Education

It is not possible to uaderstand the importance of the edu.
cational processes in the centers stucied without a knowledge
of the educational system of Dofla Ana County. It was pointed
out in a previous chapter that the rural schools have been
located arbitrarily because such location fits into the adminis«
trative plan of the county rural elementary school system. The

ajority of tke clementary schools in the county are consoli«
dated schools with more than one teacher. As a result of
consolidation, the schocls have been placed considerable dis
tances apart and some centers have no school. Childrer from
these centers arc transported by bus to the nearest scheol. The
arbitrary location of the schools in many cases has tended to
prevent them from being thought of as local institutions. Even
where a school is located in a center it may not serve as a
binding factor in the minds of the inbabitants, partly because
of a failure to understand clearly the importance of education,
but also because the school serves more than one center and
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because it has not necessarily been established as a result of a
real felt need but has been imposed by authorities from the
outside.

Fully as important as the administrative aspects of the
school gystem and the location of the schools is the program of
seaching which is carricd on. Educational l=aders have not
been fully zble to understand the educational rneeds of the
Spanish-Americans and the problems created by the presence
of two divergent cultural grovps. The great majority of the
teachers in the rural Jementary schools are Anglo-Americans
Many of them lack insight into the special problems arising
out of tle cultural situation and some of those who do have
some understanding of the problems involved are handizzpped
by administrative regulations which hinder a teaching program
adapted to the situztion,

Education of Spanish-American children presents problems
quite different from those existing for the Anglo-American
children. The Spanish-American children have a different cul-
tural background, and as a corsequence much of what is taught
in the schools is difficult for them to understand and appreciate.
This difficulty is accentuated throagh language difference, The
Spanish-Amcrican dhildren, in most instances, have to lean
English after they get to school a:ad this is a Lardicap ir their
learuing piocess, especially since the use of Spanish is not per-
mitted in ibe school room.’8

Available information indicates th-t in Dofia Ana County
the rural schools, as yct, have not provided effectively for the
edncational needs of tlie Spanish-American children. Of this
there can be little doubt. A glimpss inte the life in the Spznish-
American villages and hamlets included in this study shows how
lacking the educational program has been. There is recogni-
tion, by educaticnal leaders, of the shortcomings of the educa-
tional program as it velates to the Spanish-Americans, aad
efforts are coptinually being made to irmprove the staudards
and to irereace the effectiveness of the schools, However, the
leaders have been handicapped, in part by the lack of sufficient

w——

18 Regulations requira +hat Spanish shall not be spoken on the playground,
bt thié rule has not been and cannot be enforced.
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funds, in part by political interference, and in part by opposi-
tion of the children and their parents. Yet progress is being
made and the future may see the educational program of the
county greatly improved, with the consequent beneficial results
Obstacles will continue to come for a considerable time because
of the presence cf twc divergent cultural groups. Certainly no
real improvement will be possible until full recognition is 1aken
of the difference in the cultural background of the Spanish-
Americans and the Anglo-Americans and of the langrage diffi
culties which exist.

Attitude Toward Education

Educational problems, as they apply to the Spanish-Amer-
icans, become more difficult because of a lack of understanding
on the part of this group as to why education is needed and
why it is of value. Most of the Spanish-American children
come from an economic and social class where many of the
older pzopic have had little or no formal education. Such a
iack of education does not appear to either narents or children
as baving been any particular hindrance. Most of these people
are engaged in activities which require little enlightcnment of
the sort which is given in the schools, Furtherrzore, in the light
of limited opporturities in other lines of endeavor, the values
of an education do not seem great to members of this cultural
group. Economiz security is of greatest concern, and the people
have failed to see how formal education has been able to help
in this respect. This sort of attitude has carried over to the
children, and while these attend school they have retained some
of this attitude. TInfortunately, the teaching program kas net
been of a nature to impress upon the children the wvalues of
an education in its wider aspects, Economic problems still are
considered most important to the Spanish-Americans, Mot
much thought is given to the value of education obtaincd from
the standpoint of preparing the individual for his place in
scciety. Agait it is a problem of modifying the infiuence of the
cultaral background out of which the Spanish-American chil-
dren come, Until they fully appreciate that they will better be
able to make adjustments in their social relationships through
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education, they will continue to show an apathy toward educa.
tional opportunities.

The indifference towards school is seen from the fact that
some of the children of school age are not enrolled in school.
It is difficult to obtain accurate data on the proportion of chil-
dren not enrolled. A school census is taken annually, but in
such a manner that no exact, detailed information on the mat-
ter can be obtained. Still, the school census data show that 2
considerable propertion of the Spanish-American children of
school age in the rural areas are not enrolled in the elemen-
tary schools. County scheo! officials and school teackers admit
this to be the case. The county school superintendent stated
to the writer that even if it were possible to force the children
who are not enrolled in school, many of the Spanish-American
children are so undernourished and poorly clothed that effec
tive sthooling would be almost impossible.

It is not only the fact that not ali the children of schoul age
are enrolicd that preserts a problem, but also the fact that
attendance is low #nd irregulaz. This is true for Anglo-Ameri.
can 23 well 1s for Spanish-Americas childien. For the Spanish-
American children enrolled in the rurzl elementary schools of
the county, the average dsily absences during 1938-19 39 in the
eight elementary grades raqged from z0.8 per cent in the
eighth grade to 31.5 per cent in the second grade., The per-
centage of absences was some what lower in the first grade than
in the second grade, but beginving with the second grade the
percentage of absences declined as the grade increased. This is
explained by the tendency of the children not attending regu.
larly to Jdrop out altogether as they approach the higher
grades ¥

It would appear that a sitaation in which a high proportion
of the children of schoul age are not enrolled and in which
attendance is low and irregular maust of necessity fail to provide
adequate edavational opportunities for the grovps of people in
question. The result of the condition which has been described
above is refected in the educational retardation shown in Table

19 The negative sttitude of the Spanish-Ameiicans toward edacation is seen
alse in che small proportion of children attending High school, See page 67.
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14 of this study. Furthermore, it must be remembered that
even the low degrec of educational attainment achieved by the
children of the centers studied is not fully utilized, in part
because of the inability of the schools to see the special prob-
lems of this group and also because of the consequent failure
of the childran to rezlize the connection between their learning
and the preblems which they must face.

Relarion vo Social Organization

The shortcomings of the educational system and the atti-
tude toward education in the centers studied have affected social
organization in these centers. Education has not been success-
ful in making the residents understand their problems. Conse-
quently, new adjustments have not been facilitated. Because of
the iack of cflective educational forces the family and the
church have retained a greater measure of social control,

In spite of contacts and knowledge gaized in the echools,
antagonism between the Spanish-Americans and Anglo-Ameri-
cans continues. The conflict process which is discussed in a 2ub-
sequent section is related to this antagenism. In most of the
schools there are both Anglo-American and Spanish-American
children, but association between the children of these two
cultural groups ceases upon departare from the school grounds.
In cther words, school contacts have not served to break down
the barriers between the two groups. This situation is accentu-
ated by the persisteat use of the Spanish language by the
Spanish-Americans among themselves outside the schozl room.
As a result of the continusd oppcesition of the two groups, the
Spanish-Americans seek to idertify themselves with members of
their own cultzral group and especially those residing in their
own ceater. At the same time disintegrative {orces in the ccn-
ters are fostercd because of the failure of education to create
ar. awareness and understanding of the problems growing out
of social changes and to aid in a sclution of those problems.
Undoubtedly, before necessary adjustments can be made by
the inhabitants of the centers studied, it will be necessary for
education to play a more vital part in shaping the attitudes of
these people.
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THE RoLE oF RELIGION

The church plays an important role among the Spanish-
American people. Neat to the {family it is the most important
social institution. The majority of the Spanish-Americans are
Catholics, and in only one of the eight centers studied did any
of the Spanish-Americans belong to any other denomination
than the Catholic. In the'village of Dofia Ana there is a group
of Spanish Methodists.

It has been characteristic of the Spanish-American villages
and hamlets of the Southwest that a Catholic church was built
soon after the centers had become definitely =stabiished. This
was the case in at least four of the eight centers studied. These
four centers still have a Catholic church. In addition, in one
of the villages a former schoolhouse has been turned into a
Catholic chapel, and in the sther village, Dofia Ana, there is
a Spanish-Methodist church.

The physical equipment of the churches is very inadequate.
All of the four Cathslic churches and the Catholiz chapel are
adobe structures which have deteriorated considerably. Equip-
ment inside the churches is very limited. Undoubtedly, lack of
funds has been thes primary factor in the failure to build and
maintain better church structures and to provide better equip-
ment in general, It must be remembered, however, that the
population residing in the villages and hamlets are of such low
ecenomic atatus that their income does not permit any great
contribution to the sapport of religious activies. Even so, the
coatributions are large in the light of what these people are
able to afford. It is 2 tribute tc their religious perseverance
that they have bzen able to provide some sort of facilities for
their organizad religivus activity.

Only one of the five centers with church buildings has a
resident pastor.?® There is a resident pasior in Rodey whe also
conducts services in the chapel ia Placitas and uat several other
nearby centers. Services in the churches in Beriro and Clam-
betine are conducted by the Catholic priest in Anthony, and

P

20 Nearly threefitths of the rural chutehés of Dofia Ana Copnty are without
a resident pastor.
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in Dofia Ana services are conducted in both churches by non-
resident pastors from Las Cruces.

The Influence of the Church

in spite of the lack of church buildings in a number of the
centers, in spite of the lack of adequate church equipment, and
in spite of the lack of resident pastors except in one instance,
the church excrts a strong influence on the Spanish-American
people of the centers. Religion holds a very prominent place
in the lives of these people, and this applies to the voung peo-
ple as well as to the old.

The influence of the Catholic Church, to a large extent, is
due to the cultural background of the Spanish-Americans. The
Cathelic Church for several centurics grew and prospered in
Mexico and became a dominant institution. When settlers
from Mexico came to what is now New Mexico they brought
with them their Catholic faith, and the Catholic Church con-
tinued to be a dominant socizal institution. The control imposed
by the Catholic Church in irself erhanced the continuation of
religious infuence. Coupled with this has been an element of
superstition which grew out of the Indian backgreund of these
people.

Anothar factor that has kept up the dominance of the
church hzs besn: the activity of the Catholic clergy. They have
made every effort to keep alive the Catholic Churck and to
maintain adherence of the Spanish-Americans to the Cathslic
faith.

The religious factor has continued to be a strong element
in the lives of the Spanish-Americans because the church has
served as 2 social bond to keep the people together. In the {ace
of social changes that have tended to disrupt the mode of liv-
ing and to endanger economic security, the church has been
the oce place for many of these people to seek aid in their dif-
ficulties. The church has assumed and still assumes such an
important place among the Spanish-Arnericans in the centers
because of the relative lack of other bonds of solidarity.

The influence of the Catholic Church in the centers is seen
in a number of ways. Religious convictions have served as
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means of social control. The Catholic Church has given sanc-
tion to the mores that have already become rooted in the cul-
ture of the group. In no instance is the influence of the church
more clearly illustrated than with respect to the important
place which children occupy among the Spanish-Americans.
Thea average number of children born to cach family in the
eight ceaters is large. This is the situation in spite of the in.
ability of the parents to give their children even minimum op-
portunities and advantages. The infant mortality rate is very
high largely becsuse economic status does not permit the care
necessary for survival but also because of the persistence of old
habits and superstitions which have prevented adequate child
care. For those who do survive little can be offered in the way
of advantages while they are at home, and few opportunitics
exist when adulthood is reached. In spite of such z situation
large families still are the cule. This emphasis on children is
to a large degree the result of the religious teachings of the
Catholic Church and is a good illustration of the coatrol which
this institution exerts on the inhabitants of the centers,

While the Cathelic Church is an important agency of social
control, there is some =vidence that it is becoming less effective
in this respect so far as the younger people are concerned. As
in the case of the family, this changing influence has been the
result of the breakdown of isolation with the accempanying
new wocial contacts. The church will, no deubt. continue to
play an important role in the centers studied, but it will prob-
ably be 2 less important role than it has held in the past.

Social Aspects of Religious Behavior

The church is also of importance to the SpanisheAmerican
residents because it is through the church that the only real
organized sociability takes place. This, in part, takes the form
of religious plays or pageants, particularly during Christmas,
Two of the most common ceremonies are the poseda and the
pastores. ‘The former gonsists of an arrangement whereby
nine families go to ons another’s houses for rine nights beforc
Christmas and enact a religious story. After the story is por-
trayed, refreshments are served and the people viait with each
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other. The other custom is also the enactment of a religious
play, beginning Christmas eve and continuing intermittently
for several days. Both customs are group efforts and in both
instances sociability and religious expression are combined.

More important than either the posada or the pastores are
the znnual religious festivals conducted in some of the centers
as a part of the program of the Catholic Church. Most of the
villages and hamlets have a patron saint, and a certain day is
set aside each year in honer of this saint. It is a day of cele-
bration. The ceremonies vary somewhat for the different
centers but there is some uniformity running through all of the
festivals, A brief description may be given here of such a fes-
tival in orie of the locality groups in Dofia Ana County. This
locality group is not included among the eight villages and
hamlets with which this study deals, but this particular festival
is described because the writer has more accurate knowledze
of it than of some of tke other festivals. He had an excellent
opportunity to observe it clesely. On the day of the festival
thers was mass at the Catholic Church in the morning. After
mass a procession of the pcople wound its way through the
village and along the irrigation ditches past the fields. The
praocession out to the fields was primarily for the purpose of
blessing the crops In the procession some of the more im-
portant members of the Church carried a small image of the
patron saint enclossd in a shrine. As the processien moved
along, choir girls scattercd bits of colored paper on the road.
The children's choir, attired in robes, sang religious composi-
sions. Part of the time 2 small band. consisting of three instru.
ments, played. Here was an interesting illustration of culrural
diffusion. The two favorite tunes played were Sousa’s “Stars
and Stripes Forever’ and the “Paul Jones''—a dante melody.
Ar frequent intervals the priests offered prayezs. During the
entire procession a number of individuzls walked aleng in the
fields at some distance and shot off large fire-crackers, sup-
posedly for the purpose of driving off evil spirits. After the
return of the procession, the gronp disbanded, but in most
instances there is a baille, or dance, in the evening,

Altogether the days of the patron saints are flests days.
The church §s decorated and people come dressed in their best.



124 UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO PUBLICATIONS

Most of the people cease working for the day, although the
custom is now losing its hold to such an extent that some of the
men return to their work in the afternoon. Yet even today
these festivals occupy an important place in the lives of the
Spanish-Americans, They are 2 medium through which so-
ciebility is possible, but they are much more than that, Their
sociological significance to a large degree lies in the fact that
here is zn activity around which the entire population of the
center can gather and an activity which is carried on through
group effort. Added significance is found in the ability of the
Catholic Churck to use these festivals as meanrs of relating
sociability to religious activity.

Not all the Spanish-American villages and hamlets have
these festivals, but in some of the cenrers where they do not
exist it is customary for some of the people to attend the annual
festival in some center where there is one. The religious bond
in this marner tends to reach out to join individuals living in
separate centers.

Co-5PERATION

Brief menticna should be made of the role which cobpera-
tion plays in the social organization of the Spanish-American
centers. It is not a form of interaction which plays a prom-
inent part, but there are, nevertheless. instances in which it is
important.

Ccéperation in the centers is strongest within the larger
family group, called the “great family” in a previous section,
In this group it relates to the family solidarity which was dis-
cussed above. One of the best illustrations is se=n in the dwell
ing arrangements which exist where the married children build
their homss cn the family lot. Not orly is there codperation
m this respect but also in the actual construction of the dwell-
iegs. Another illuatration may be taken from one of the “great
familiss” included in the siudy. The writer was informed that
the diffierent related honseholds in the larger family greup <o-
dperated with each other in a period of need or crisis. For
gxamgle, the head of one of the keuseholds was taken sericusly,
ill. He was unable to pay for the necessary medical attention;
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so a brother, a son, and several nephews, heads of separate
households, all contributed toward meeting the expense. Nu-
merous instances of such codperation within the larger family
groups are to be found.

Codperation is less evident outside the family group. There
is very little organized effort. This situation is partly the result
of the mode of living in these centers. The absence of public
facilities such as fire protection and sewzge disposal is a factor
in limiting cobperation.

Irrigation is no longer a codperative enterprise. Yet there
are areas of activity where the centers could obtain desirable
advantages through codperative effort such as, for example,
securing a morc adequate water supply or developing a com-
munity garden on some nearby irrigated area. Such enterprises
would be of considerable value to the inhabitants,

One explanation of the relative lack of codperation cutside
the family group may lie in the degree ¢f family solidarity
which has been shown to cxist, Family ties have tended to
center attention on the needs and the interests of the family
and not on those of people outside the family circle. Thus, in
order to promote codperation in the interests of the welfare
of a center, it will be necessary to find 2 way whereby the in-
terests of the family group can tie in with what will be of
mutuzl value to the population of the center as a whole.

The lack of cobperation outside the family growp compared
to that which exists within the family does not mean that the
inhabitants of the centers do not codperate with each other ir-
respective of family ties. Some degree of cobperation does
prevail even if not in the interest of group welfare as a whole,
There is a considerable amount of neighborliness. This neigh-
borliness goes beyond sociability and extends to mutual help-
fulness. Under the type of agricultural ecoromy in whizk the
Spanish-American villages exist there is not much opportunity
for an exchange of work, but other forms of mutual exchange
of help exist. One Anglo-American individual well acquainted
with Spanish-Americans and some of their habits informed the
writer that no ore starves in a village or hamlet so long as aay-
one has a few beans or 2 little corn mecal, This statement, of
course, has to be interpreted in the light of the standard of
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living of the Spanish-Americans, but it does illustrate a degree
of mutual helpfulness. It is not a case of charity but a case of
codperation in the face of need.

CoNrricT

Of the social-cultural processes which determine social or-
ganization in the Spanish-American villages and hamlets, one
of the most important is conflict. Not only is it a form of inter-
action that operates in these lozality groups, but it is also a
process that operates over 2 much wider area. The presence
of such a large proportion of Spanish-Americans as is found in
New Mexico has brought about a clash of individuale and
groups in the struggle for a place in society. This opposition
cxtends down into the local situations and has played a distinc-
tive part in setting up the form of sodal srganization which
prevails.

Historical Devetopments as a Basis for Conflict

Ts order to understand the conflict situations which exist
in the sslected Spanish-American villages and hamlets, it is
necessary to refer again to some of the historical developments
which have taken place in New Mexico and in Doifia Ana
County. The Spanish-Americans arz not a people who have
only recently found a place ir: the area. Instead. they can look
back on a long period of settlement ard to a time when they
were the dominant group. This dominance was of both a pelit.
ical and a socizl nature. Politically, the Spanish-Americans
were in control for several decades after New Mexico was ac-
quired by the United States. This control extended to the local
arens. Gradually, the Anglo-Americans have usurped the polit-
ical power and influence of the Spanish-Americans; and while
the latter group is still influential politically. this influence is
ne longer a dominating one.

Similarly, the Spanish-Americans do not occupy the prom-
inent sccial position in the lifs of the State that they formerly
did. The days when the social status of these pecple, as a
group, ranked high are gone. At the time when the Spanish-
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Americans constituted the great majority of the population,
they set the social standards. Today it is the Anglo-Americans
that set them. It is the knowledge of the loss of this social
prestige as well as of political prestige that has tended to in-
tensify conflict among the two major cultural groups.

The antagonism between the two groups has been ag-
gravated further by thc change in economic status of the
Spanish-Americans as a result of the agricultural changes which
kave been discussed previously. The loss of their lands, the
disappearance of their seif-sufficiency, and the restriction of
‘work opportunities all have helped to create a situation which
has fostered oppositior. Out of this whole sitvation has de-
vcloped sa-feeling among the Spanish-Americans that they are
a subject people. .

The Role of a Subject People

The position of the Spanish-Amcricans is made more difi-
cult because of the attitude of the Anglo-Americans toward
them. The latter, regardless of their own status, as a whole,
consider the former to be inferior. The presence of the Spanish~
Americans is regarded as an unavoidable situation and some-
thing which must be accepted as a necessary evil. Because of
the attitude of superiority on the part of the Anglo-Americans,
they have taken the stand that it is not necessary to give much
consideration to the needs of the other cultural group and that
the members of this group, because of their inferiority, have
only a limited right to make any demands. This is evident in
political, cducational, and sconomic matters. It is particularly
seen with respect to economic factors. The Spanish-American
laborers receive very low wages and Anglo-American farmers
are not in the least concerned with the fact that the wages
which they pay cannot support the worker and his family except
or: a starvation level,

The low economic, social, and political status of the Spanish-
Americans, as well zs the attitudes of the Anglo-Americans, has
crcated among the former the feeling that they are a subject
people and not a people with the same rights and opportunities
that are accorded to the Anglo-Americans. An attitude of op-
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pression prevails among the Spanish-Americans, and as a result
they have developed an inferiority complex, although they may
not be willing to admit that this is the case.

The view of the Spanish-Americans as a subject people was
emphatically expressed by a member of their own group who
spoke at a public forum on educational problems in New Mex-
ico. The discussion turned to the subject of the failure of the
schools to meet the educational problems growing out of the
presence of 2 large number of Spanish-Americans. The gues.
tion was raised as to how educationz] problems had been solved
in areas in the United Statcs where the foreign-born element
was large and whether the methods used in snch areas could not
be applied to the Spanish-American aceas in New Mexico. The
Spanish-American spsaker, a well-known educational authority
in the State, tcck the position that such methods could not ap-
ply to the Spanish-American areas in New Mexico because the
Spanish-Americans are a people who reside in the area through
conquest and not through choice.

A questicn might be raised as to whether the Spanish-
Americans are in a position different from that in which the
Indians and Negroes in the United States find themselves. The
sitnations are not the same, The Indians, and the Negroes to
a lesser degree, are scgregated from the rest of the population
and special forme of accommodation have developed. On the
other hand, the Spanish-Americans are not zs segregated but
Lave to fit into the existing wider socizl framework of the arsas
in which th=y are concentrated.

The position of the Spanish-Americans s a subject people
has been made more difficult because it has not been possible
for them to make adjustments that have been made by other
groups that have found themselves in situations which ro longer
previded adequate opportunities. Good illustrations are the
westward and the cityward movements of rural people in the
United States in the past. Another iliustraticn is the migra-
tory-labor movement. In these cases people have left the areas
in which they no longer were able to make the adjustments
which they dsemed essential to theix welfare. Such a solution
has not cxisted for the Spanish-Americans in rural areas of
New Mexice, partly because family ties have kept them in the
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areas in which they reside and partly because the opportunities
elsewhere which have been available to the migrating groups
have not been available to them. As a consequence, the Spanish-
: Americans have not dispersed but have remained in the areas
which they originally settled even though they there find them-
selves playing the role of a subject people.

A ggressive Tendencics

The opposition between the Spanish-Americans and the
Anglo-Americans and the insistence of the former on equality
with the latter, in spite of an attitude of inferiority, have re-
sulted in certain aggressive tendencies by the Spanish-Ameri-
cans. An impartial observer gets the impression that there is
a little too much protest as to this equality on the part of a
group which feels that it is ot inferior. Every opportunity is
used to remove aay indicztion that the group is any different
from the Anglo-Americans. This is noticed particularly in the
demand on the part of the Spanish-Americans for the same
recegniticn for members of their group as f{or the Anglo-
Americans, Such demands are not necessarily met but this has
not kept the demande from being made. These demands have
becn presented both with reference to local sitwations in the
county and to state-wide affairs.

Conflict as a Binding Factor

The conflict situaiions growing out of the wider aspects of
opposition between the Spanish-Americans and the Anglo-
Americans have extended to local groups such as are studied
here. This local opposition may be either between the Spanish-
Americans and the Anglo-Ameticans in the centers or between
the Spanish-Americans in the centers and the Anglo-Americans
as 2 group regardless of whether or not they live in the centers,
The first of these two forms is, of course, nct prescnt in the
thres centers with no Anglo-American population. In the
other five centers, conflict between the two groups has gradu.
ally been giving way to accommodaticn. Yet the antagonism
still is evident in many instances. In none of the villages studied
was there much association between the Spanish-Americans and
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the Anglo-Americans, even though the latter were of an eco-
nomic status that was very similar to that of the former.

It is between the Spanish-Americans in the centers and the
Anglo-American group as a whole that conflict is most evident.
"This opposition has resulted from the attitudes which were dis-
cussed above. It is manifested in the susgicion with which an
Anglo-American is viewed by residents of the centers. In this
study, Spanish-American interprcters ware used, not solely be-
cause of the inability of the intervicwers to speak and under-
stand cnough Spanish, but also because without the presence
of 2 Spanish-American helpcr the interview would in most cascs
not have been grantsd. Even so, difficulties were often en-
countered because of the suspicion that an Anglo-American
would want information that would be detrimental to the
Spénish-Americans, Time and again the interviewers were
questicned as to whether they also had interviewed the Angle.
American families. In several instances they were asked why
they took only Spanish-Amecrican centers and not those with
mere Anglo-Americans,

The conflict situations which have developed betwsen the
Spanish-Americans and Anglo-Americans have been the fault
of both groups. Neither group has made a determined effort
to understand the cther nor re understand the forces which
have brought about the conflict situations. As a result in-group
and out-group attitudes have come to play an important part
in the interactional patteras whizh exist in the centers. For the
Spanish-Americans these attitudes have tended to solidify
group consciousness and as such have served to continue the
type of social organization which prevails,

ACCOMMODATION

Conflict is intermittent. Contending groups cannot con-
tinue to struggle against each other. Some sort of adjustment
is therefore made as a means of getting along together. Such
working relations may take one of several forms. It may take
the form of accommodation under which the identity of the
tontending groups is not lost, It may also take the form of
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assimilation by which the cultures of the two groups are fused.
Or it may take the form of amalgamation of the divergent
groups, which in itself enhances the possibility of assimilation.

In the area and in the selected Spanish-American localities
with which this study is concerned, it is the first of these three
forms of adjustment which has taken place. Cocnflict between
the Spanich-American and the Anglo-Amsrican culture groups,
to a considerable degree, has given way tc accommodation.
This adjustment is in part 2 condition and in part a process.
Each of the two groups recognizes the separate identity of the
other. Many of the culture traits cf each group hzve been re-
tained,

Accommaodation is a form of adjustment which has resulted
from changes that have taken place over 2 period of years. At
the time that most of the centers started, the majerity of the
inhabitants of the area were Spanish-Americans, and conflict
situetions which later arose had not developed. With the ab-
sence of these conflict siteations there was no need for accom-
modation as a means of adjustment. The coming of the
Anglc-Americans brought a group of people with 2 divergent
culture and, becanse of the oppcsition which developsd between
the two cultural groups, some form of adjustment becams
necessary.

Adjustment has taken place in the form of accommodation.
The subject-pecple role discussed in the preceding section has
been instrumental in bringing about a ccncentration of the
Spanish-Americans in the villages and hamlicts of the area.
The failure of assimilation and amalgamation to take place has
furthered the cultural divergence of the Spanish-Americans,
and because of their minority role they have continued to segre-
gate themselves. Absence of visible opportunities for advance-
ment has created ag sttitude of fatalism which has made living
in their small centers seem the only satisfactory way of accom-
modating themselves to the social situation.

The process of accommodation 25 2 form of interaction in
the selected villages and hamlets has served to increase iden-
tification of the individuals with the group. Submission to the
more dominant Angle-American group bas created a common
bond among the Spanish-Americans, Group identification has
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been accentuated by a common language and other common
cultural characteristics. Loecal unity growing out of the accom-
modative process, however, has been limited to unity on 2
geographic hasis.

The question might be raised as to whether accommodation
has been a step toward assimilation and amalgamation as has
been the case in other divergent cultural groups in the United
States. Thke answer, aa far as these New Mexican centers are
concerned, is ne, There has been a mutual acceptance on the
part of both Spanish-Americars and Argle- Americans of cul-
ture traits of the opposite group but not in a sufficient degree
to permit our saying that assimilation has taken place. Nor has
there been amalgamatior. Intermarriage between the Spanish-
Americans and the Anglo-Americans has been very limited.
This is seen from the {act that in the eight villages and hamlets
none of the heads of the households were married to persons of
the other cultural gronp. For the present, accommodation is
the first step which has been made toward adjustment of rela-
tions between the Spanish-Americans and the Anglo-Ameri-
cans. [t does not necessarily follow that assimilation will be
the next step. Accommodation as it has developed is rather 2
solution in the form of avoidance.

DISINTEGRATION

Some of the preceding sections of this chapter have dealt
with a number of factors which have served to act as integrat-
ing forces in the social organization of the eight selected
villages and hamlets. Assoziation, family relationships, reli-
gion, codperation, and accommodation have all been shown to
be important in this respect. Tn spite of these integrating
forces, disiategration iz svident in most of the centers. A
number of fartors have fostered the process of disintegration.

Influence of Ouiside Factors

The changing economy, which bas been mentioned fre.
quently, has been shown to be important in determining the
type of social organization in the centers. This same changing
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economy, however, also has served to be a disintegrating force
in the group life of the villages and hamlets. Declining self-
sufficiency and lack of economic security have weakened the
ties which have bound the residents to the centers and which
have made for group solidarity. Lowered economic status has
rot permitted the type of living which weuld bring integrative
forces into play.

Another factor, cutside the centers, which has fostered dis-
integration hae been the program of public assistance which
has develeped in Dofia Ana County. A new attitude of depend-
ence outside the group has come to =xist. This attitude is
indirsctly an outgrowth of changed economic and social condi-
tions, In the days when a selfusufficient economy prevailed
among the Spanish-Americans most of them werc able to satisfy
their own needs. Even where this was not the case the problem
was onc which could bs solved without depending on aid out-
side the cultural group. The old pairon-peon complex was sn
arrangement under which the needs of the people not atle to
provide fully for themselves could be taken care of. The
agricultural changes which took place created a different situa-
tion. It became necessary to obtain public assistance. This
situation was aggravated by the unfaverable economic condi-
tions growing out of ihe depression of the 1930’s. An emer-
gency relief program was initiated ia Dofia Ana County as in
othet parts of the United States, and it became possible for
the needy residents of the villages and hamlets to obtain public
assistance. Theze pecple were no longer entirely dependent cn
their own efferts. because of the availability of this help.

The aid obtained through public assistance was an absolute
necessity for many under rhe circumstances, and still is, but a
serious problem'has arisen out of the situation. Better sco-
roniic conditions in the county in recent years have not remaved
the dependence on public assistance which emergency conditions
brought about. In some instances this dependence has not been
avoidable but in many ather instances it kas. Relief has zome
to be an expected right, and people who wers once seif-support-
ing continue to seck aid from public agencies even though they
may ro longer be facing the crisis which originally necessitated
chbtaining ald from public sources, For example, the inter-
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viewers on this study were continually confronted with the
question as to whether they were from the ‘“Welfare Office” or
the “WPA Office.” A number of interviewees took advantage
of the interview either to express their dire need or to direct
criticism against the relief agencies for not looking after their
needs.

The whkolc problem of public assistance in Dofia Ans
County, as in other parts of New M=xico where there is a large
properticn of Spanish-Americans, has been complicated by the
fast that there are the two cultural groups. These two groups
are not on the samec economic level. The standard of living, at
least in its physiological aspects, has becn very low for the
Spanish-American groups. As a consequence, in the past a
relatively low ircome has sufficed to meet their most primary
neéds. With the coming of public assistance, many of them
suddenly found themselves obtaining 2id which amounted to
considerably more than they ever had been able to earn pre-
viously. The result has been an indiffersnce to work oppor-
tunities which earlier would have been accepted gladly. On
the other hand, it has not been possiblz to make a differentiation
in the aid exteaded tc members of the two cultural groups.
The Spanish-Americans i New Mexico are sufficiently strong
politically to prevent any such policy, even if it wers cthically
justifiable. The sudden increase in income from relief sources
has affested the habits and ideas of the people in guestion to
an exterc that support through public agencies has come to be
expected. Under any circumstances such zssistance has fos-
tered a feeling of dependence among the residents in the
Spanish-American villages and hamlets on groups other than
their own and in this respect has served to act as a disintegrat-
ing force,

A third infleence from the outside, tending to foster dis-
integration, i¢ the infiltration of new idezs., In spite of the
isolation which has existed in the past and to some extent still
exists, social contacts have multiplied. WNew ideas and attitudes
that have come into the centers have created new wants and
desires hut have brought no knowledge of how to increase
economic returns in order to be able to satisfy these new wants
and desires, Dissatisfaction, on the part of the young pecpls

’
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patticularly, has been the result. This dissatisfaction has hur-
ried the process of disintegration.

Breakdown of Family Mores

The social changes which have taken place have not only
brought about dissatisfaction because of the inability to satisiy
new wantis and desires. They have also resulted in the changes
in family life discussed in an earlier section. Family mores are
less powerful as a means of social control than formerly.
Famiy solidarity is decreasing. Lack of pareatal control and
dissatisfaction with prevailing conditions have devcloped too
rapidly for adaptations to take place, and disintegration has
started. The only reason that greup solidarity kas remained
as strong as it has and that more people, especially young
pecple, have not left the centers has been the fact that better
opportunities do net scem te present themselves elsewhere.

Decline of Sociability and Recreation

The importance of sociability amorg the Spanish-Americans
has been discussed in some detail. In spite of the present
importance of sociability to this cultural group, there is evidence
that it is less prevalent now than in the past. Furthermore,
sociability and recrestional activities take place outside the
centers more than once was the case. Commercial recreation
in nearby larger centers has a:ztracted the young people, and
the decline of isolation has increased the opportunities for asso-
ciating with others outsids the locality groups.

The decline of scciability and recreation in the centers may
be illustrated by an instance from one of the hamlets studied.
One of the oldest inhabitants in'the center spoks with consider-
able feeling and wistfulncss of the oid days in the center, Then
the people were & happy group, There was an atmosphere of
congeniality which the old informant fclt had disgppeared
entirely. Fiesta days and macket days were days of joviality.
The cowboys would come in from the range. Sometlmes there
would be fighting, but that just seemed to add to the joy of
living. All of these activities served to make for unity. Today
they are iargely gone from the centers and their disappearance
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has been another disintegrating {actor. The villages and ham-
lets are without much of the former cutural activity which
served as an integrative force.

Dectining Importance of the Centers

A final factor tending 1o foster disintegration i the villages
and hamlets has been 1heir declining importance. It has been
shown in previous sections that the needs of the inhabitants
are largely met outside the centers. Because of this situation
the centers no longer play as important a parc in the lives of the
inhabitants as they oncc did. Economic agencies have never
been numerous in any of the centers, but nevertheless in the past
they have been more important thar iz now thc case. The
church is the only one of che institutions or agencies still play-
ing a prominent part in the lives of the residents. The centers
no lecnger arc the scenes of much activity, This decline in the
importance of the centers has unavoidably given momentum
to the process of disintegration al-eady brought abcut by the
other factors that have been mentioned.

An attempt has now been made to discever the nature of
rurzl social organization in a Spanish-American area in New
Mexizo and to ascertain the role of social-cultural processes in
determining this social organization. The social structure of
Dofia Ana County has been shewn, descriptions of selected
villages and hamlets and of some of the characteristics of the
people in these cencers as well a3 their conditions of living have
been given, and 2 numbsr of social-cultural processes have
been discussed. It will be appropriate to conclude with a short
chapter summarizing briefly some of the more important find-
ings of the study and setting forth seme implications wich

regard to the future prospects of the peoplc that have becn
studied.



CuapTir IV

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

That region of the United States known as the Southwest
presents a peculiar cultural situation, in that large parts of the
region are characterized by the presence of two major cultural
groups, namely, the Anglo-American and the Spanish-Ameri-
can. New Mexico is a part of this region, and in this State the
influence of the Spanish-Amecrican cultural group is felt more
strongly than in any of the other states of the regic'l Nearly
kalf of the peopls of the State are Spanish-Ame ricans, living
mostly in the river valleys, especiaily along the Rio Grande and
its tributaries. These people have a long cultural history which
has affected the social structure and secial interaction of the

areas in which they reside.

Doifia Ana County is one of the counties in New Mexr'o
with a large proportion of Spanish-Americans. It is located
in the southern part of the State and is traversed from north-
west 0 southeast by the Rio Grande, The river valley is
bounded on eack side by sparscly vegetated mesas. Because of
the lack of adequate rainfall, agriculture is iimited to a nerrow
strip of land under irrigation along the river. Cotton is the
most important crop in the county, and the farm economy is
built largely around this one crop, although other crops are
also important,

The population of the county is preponderantly rural and
is concentrated in the irrigated area or at its edge. Nearly twao-
thirds of the total population is estimated to consist of Spanish-
Americans, and the great majority of the remainder are Anglo-
Americans.

A number of different types of locality groups are present
in the county, The population centers include one city with
8,385 peaple, one incorporated village. ten unincorporated vil-
lages, and fifteen hamlets. All of these centers, with the excep-
tion of one small hamlet, ate located within the three com-
munity arezs of the county. Six of the hamlets are the nuelei
of hamlet neighborhooda. In the three commpnity arvens there

137
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are also six open-country neighborhoods. One open-country
neighborhood is located outside the community areas. Five of
the villages and six of the hamlets have little or no surrounding
open-country population. These centers are located on the
mesas at the edge of the irrigated area. The major portion of
tkis study has dealt with twe of the villages and 2ll of the ham-
lets in this group.

The cight selected centers lack some or all of the institu-
tions and agencies cesential to meet even minimum needs. As 2
consequence, it is necessary fer the inhabitants of these centers
to look to other centers for many of their services. The rela-
tive lack of agencies and institutions has had an important con-
sequerce in that it has eliminated a basis for common interests
and activitics on the part of the inhabitants,

“The population of the selected centers is predominantly
Spanish-American, In gencral, the age 2nd sex distribution of
the pepularion is quite similar to the age and sex distribution
of the population of Dofia Ana Couaty as a whole, The mari-
tal status of the population is very nearly the same as that of
the pepulation of New Mexico, Most®of the inhabitants of
the centers are of low educational status. More than Lalf of
ell the household heads are on some step of the agricuitural lad-
der, and more than one-third are farm laborers.

The majority of the people in the eight selected villages
and hamlets live in adobe structures. Most of the dwellings are
small in relation to thc number of perscns that reside in them.
Ownerskip is the most frequent type of tenure. As a rule, the
houses are poorly equipped with respect to heating, lighting,
and sanitary facilities. Means of transportation and communi-
cation facilities are limitzd in all the centers.

Spanish-American residents in the centers are not charac-
terized by a high degree of mobility. Judged by the average
length of residerce, the heads of the households have tended
to stay in the centers instead of moving away. The majerity of
the heads have always lived in the centers in which they now
reside or have come to the centers from relatively short dis-
tances within the county. Children not living at the home of
their parents have tended cither to stay in the centers or to
mave to some nearby locelity in the county.
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A large proportion of the inhabitants of the villages and
hamlets are related to each other. The-existing high degree of
family interrelationships has served to increase family solidar-
ity, to keep a large proportion of the population in the centers,
and to serve as a basis for sociability. It is largely through the
famiiy that social control cperates, although the church also
occupics an important place in social! cortrol. Outside contacts
and the breakdown of isolation, however, have served to lessen
the hold cf the family and the chu=ch on the young people.

Social interaction in the centers has becn influenced to a
considerable degree by the changing agricultural economy in
the county. Agricultural changes disrupted the self-sufficient
economy ‘which prcvailed carlier. A large proporticn of Spaa-
ish-American {armers lost thcir land and, as a result, many of
them became members of the agricultural-worker class with a
lowered sconomic status. Some of them moved to the small
villages and hamlets in the arez.

t is not necessary to repcat here all the pertinent facts
dealing with the social-cultural processes determining secial
organization in the area studiced. Some have already been
referred to indirectly in thc preccding paragraphs. A few of
the processes, howevesr, should be mentioned at this point,

Codperation is not a form.of iateraction which plays a
prominent part in the Spanish-Americar. villages and hamlecs.
It is morec evident within the larger family groups than it is in
the centers as a whole. On the other hand. conflict is a process
which operates both in the centers 2nd in thc wider area. Con-
flict situations have arisen out of thc presence of two major
cultural groups and cut of the historical developments which
have taken place. The position of the Spanisk-Amecricans is
that of a subject people. This role has led to aggressive ten-
dencies on their part to offset an attitude of inferiority, Where
conflict has been present it often has acted as & bmdmg factor
among the Spanish-Americans. At the same time, it has given
way to accommodation to quite an extent. Accommodation is
a form of adjustment which became necessary because of the
comi-lg of the Anglo-Americans and their rise to a dominating
position. This process has served to increase the idestification
of the Spanish-Americans in the villages and hamlets with their
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cultural group. So far accommodation has not been a step
towards assimilation and amalgamation.

The process of disintegration is evident in most of the cen-
ters. Disintegration has been fostered by a number of factors
from outside the centers. One of these has been the changing
agriculturz] cconomy whick has brought economic insecurity.
Another has been the program of public assistance which has
developed and which has created an attitude of dependence.
Finally, the infiltrztion of new ideas from the cutsidc has
weakened the agencies of social control. Besides these three
outside facrors, a number of factors within thc centers them-
selves have been instrumental in furthering the process of dis-
integration. These are the brecakdown of family morcs, the
decrease in sociability and recrzation, and the declining impor-
tande of the centers. Both the forces from without and within
the centers have given momentum to the disintegrative process.

The social-cultural processes which havs been discussed
have their roots in the culture of the area. The cultural situa-
tion in turn is the outgrowth of historical developments cver
a period of nea:ly a century. The earlier exclusive dominance
of the Spanish-Awmsricans and the later acrival of the Anglo-
Americans have given rise to an interplay of forces which are
related {o the social organization of the centers studied.

These social-cultural processes are the dynamic aspect of
the social situation in the area. They sre the forces which have
shaped social organization in the villages and hamlets. The
processes of interaction between the Spanish-American and
Anglo-American groups and between the members of these
groups have resulted in the modification of the behavior of
the participants to the end that the prevailing form of social
organization has come into being. Social organization
in the villages and hamlets is not a static condition but
rather a part of the process of interaction. Structure
and function are both parts of the whole. In the last analysis,
one cannot be understood without reference to the other, The
processes of interaction refiect the organizational phascs of
group life. On the other hand, unless the social-cultural proe-
esses are given consideration, it is not. possible to understand
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the nature of the social organization which prevails in the
selected villages and hamlets,

In relating the various social-cultural processes to the social
organization of the area that has been studied, ample evidence
has been found that the position in which the inhabitants of
the selected Spanish-American villages and hamlets find them-
sclves is not altogether a happy one. It might be pertinent at
this point to raise the question as to what are the prospects for
the future of these people. The writer has become intensely
interested in the problems which they facc and has permitted
himself to speculatc somewhat on what is to come Tt is with
something of a fceling of pessimism as to the outcome that he
attempts to lock into the future of the people that h: has
studicd in considerable detail. Briefly, ke sees certain readjust-
ments which will have to take place tefore it will be poasible to
effect any improvement in conditiorns so that better living will
be achieved—readjustments which, at the present, do not
appear likely to be realized in the near future.

The problem of making the necessary readjustments to
meet the changing situation is complicated by the fact that the
lifc of the Spanish-American people represents an adjustment
that once functioned without disorganizing effects. For this,
reagson, it is not possible to impose on them a new pattern of
behavior which does not take full account of the adjustments
that have been made. Unfortunately, the inroads made on
the culture of the groups have weakesed the framework of
rezdjustment. 1t has often been contended that a sociesy which
has functioned well in the past has within itself the mechanism
necessary for readjustments needed as a result of social change,
but so violent have heen the changes that have occurred that
the mechanisms necessary to mzke new adjustments de not
appear to exist in the culture of the Spanish- American people
chat are included in this study. Unless such mechanisms can be
found the possibility of readjustment from within the groups
is very limitad, '

Because of the absence of the necessary mechaaisms for
readjustment within existing patterns of behavior of the Span-
ish-Americans, new forces must be brought into play if the
problems of these people are to be solved. It appears that two
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things are necessary, namely, economic readjustment and an
educational program fitted to meet the needs of the Spanish-
American people. Each of these may be discussed briefly.

The need for economic readjustment has grown out of the
lack of economuc security, which has been mentioned time and
agair in the prezeding pagss, but which should be mentioned
again here because it is as vitally related to what will happen in
the futurc as it has Seen to what has happened in the past. The
Spanish-Americans in the centers have, for the most part. lost
any land they =ver ownced and havc become members of the
agricultural labering class. Unfortunately, the mechanization
of agriculture that has taken place has lessened the demand
for agricultursl laborers. Furthermore, the opportunities for
employment in occupations other than agriculture are very
limPted. All of these factors have been instrumental in creating
economic insecurity. This insecurity is a problem which must
be soclved before any satisfactory readjustment can be made.

Apparently, the anawer must be found in agriculture if the

panish-Americans are to continue living in the area where
they now reside. No other economic opportunity seems te pre-
sent itself, Agriculture can provide the solution in two ways.
One is 2 return to some measure of self-sufficiency. This will
entail accessibility to land either to a sufficient extent to sup-
port a family altogether or encugh to permit at least part-time
farming to be supplemented by income frem agricultural labor
and, in some instances, from labor in non-agricultural occupa-
tions. In either case. 2 program of educaticn will be needed.
It #ill be necessary for the people to see, first of all, that a
self-sufficien: economy is an angwer, in part at icast, to their
economic problems. and then tc acguire a knowledge of how to
make their effort at self sufficiency bring the greatest returns.

A second possible attack upon the economic problems of
the group might be through changes in the type of agriculture
and agricultural methods to an extent where there would be
greater demand for agricultural labor. This course does not
ecem highly feasible in view of the presest trend toward in-
creased mechanization of agriculture. There is little reason to
believe that the demand for agricultaral labor will increase
sppteciably; indeed. the opposite seams more probable. Thus,
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a return to some measure of self-sufficiency scems the only
practical solution.

It may be contended that there is little hope for a return to
a self-sufficient economy on the part of the Spanish-Americans
located in the centers that have been included in this study. In
such an event, the writer sees but one possible course for a
great many members of this cultural group, and that is obtain-
ing support through a continuation of the pregram cf public
assistance. If it should develop that such a program will be
essential for some time to come in order to provide economic
security for the people in question, then some revision of relief
pelicy stems imperative. It will be nccessary to institute a
policy that will not destroy the incentive to seck private employ-
ment when such opportucities exist or to take other steps
toward removing the dependence on public aid. It is alse esben-
tial that such a program shall provide a greater differentiation
in +he amount of public assistance based on the needs of each
individval or family than esists at present. Furthermore, any
relicf policy which attempts to provide assistance through work
rclief must insure that adequate rcturns in the form of work
are made for the aid rcceived. Unless these problems are
taken into consideration, public assistance will continue to be
regarded not as a temporary expedient by the people receiving
such aid but somcthing which can be sxpected. At the best. a
program of public assistance will only be & means of providing
a rakeshift solution for a serious problem. It will not aid in
soiving the conditions which have made for economic and social
meladjustment.

It will not be erough. however, that economic readjust
ments are made that will provide a measure of economic secur-
ity for the Spanish-Americans in the smail villages and hamlets.
Such econemic security is of paramcunt importance but it will
not soive some of the social maladjustments which exist. In
order that there can be readjustment along social lines, educa-
tisnal forces must be brought into play. One of the noticeable
aspects of the present situztion is the lack of codrdiration be-
tween the schools and community life in the Spanish-American
villages and hamlets. Ustil this situation has been remedied,
it c.lnes not appear likely that the present unfavorable attitude
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of the Spanish-Americans toward education will be changed;
and unti] it is changed, the proper basis for social readjust-
ments will not be possible.

An educational program aimed at greater codrdination
between the schools and community life in the centers should
consider two things. One is the necessity of insight on rhe part
of the educational leaders and teachers concerring the natuve
of the problems facing the Spanish-Americans. These prob-
lems may havc arisen out of purely local situations or they may
havc grown out of a divergent cultural background hut in
either casc they call for special insight and understanding. If
the naturc of these problems and the necessity of their solution
are fully realized, then the first step wiil have b=en taken
toward making the schools a dynamic forcs in the group lifc
of ihe Spanish-Americans, As it now is. the things which are
learned at school are not those which are pragticed in the
Spanish-Amecrican groups and educaticn has therefore not
opsrated as an integrative factor in sodial readjustment. Much
could be accomplished in this zespect by using the schools as
comenunity centers in the villages and hamlets where they are
located and by developing a codrdinated social and cultural
program in connection with such community centers. Another
desirable step would be the initiation of an zdult educational
program aimcd at broadenizng the expericnce and knowledge
of the adults, Such a program might include such activities as
handicrafts. sewing, nutrition, health, nursing, and child care.

The other thing to be considered in bringing about greater
codrdination between the schools and the social life of the
Spanish-Americans is that the educational program must give
attentiop not only {o the specific problems at hand but also to
the possibility of educating thess people so that they may be
prepared to assume their proper place in the wider society.
This can only be done if the value of education from a broader
social standpoint is understood more clearly than it is at
present. The Spanish-Americans are 1 .part of the popuiation
of the area and as such they need to be made aware of their
responsibilities as members of socisty. An educational pro-
gram making for an awareness of such responsibilities will aid
towaed an understanding of problems resylting from so'cial
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change and will increase the ability to solve these problems.

Emphasis needs to be placed on cultural values which may
be obtained from outside the Spanish-American cultural group,
as, for example, the desirability of active participation in the
affairs of a democratic society and the devclopment of work
habits which will help to lessen the protlems inherent in the
existing economic insecurity. Emphasis should also be given
to the cultural values present in the group life of the Spanish-
Americans, The members of this group have every reason to
feel proud of the Spanish languagc at the same time that they
learn the English language and put it to use. These people
can find many other values in their group life which they will
do well t¢ perpetuste, as, for instance, the family sclidarity
wkich is so evident. Through an emphasis on cultural values
both from cutside and from within the group, the educatichal
program of the schools will greatly eshance the possibility of
preparing the Spanish-American children for making their
adjustments in the society in which they live.

The schcols may help toward better social adjustment on
the part of thc Spanish-Americans in another way. To a con-
siderable extent, the position in which these pecple find them.
sclves is an outgrowth of thc cppositicn which exists between
them and the Anglo-Americans. It would be very desirable
if this opposition could be removed and assimilation take place.
Such a possibility seems quite remote at the present time, but
progress could be made through the schools. The older pecple,
both Spanish- American and Anglo-American, have formed atti-
tudes of antagonism which are not casily changed, and the chil-
dren scon assume these same attifudes. Much could be done,
ncvertheless, in the schools, toward creating a more desirable
attitude of codperation and understanding so that a more hat-
monious relationship would prevail between members of the
two culrural groups. Such a result cculd be achieved through a
program of teaching which would give attention to language
difficulties, to the desirability of extending contacts with mem~
bers of the divergent cultyral group outside the achool, and
to a bstter understanding on the part of hoth Spanish-Amecri-
can and Anglo-American with respect to each other's culture.
Whether such an educational program will be developed is a
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question, but it would be a desirable step toward making edu-
cation an important factor in bringing about the readjustments
necessary in order that the Spanish-Americans may realize their
full potentialities,

In the opinion of the writer, then, economic changes mak-
ing possible a grzater degrce of economic security than now
cxists and a program of education zdapted to meet the prob-
lems arisicg out of existing conditions are essential to the
future weli-being of the Spanish-Americans in the centers in-
cluded in this study Such readjustments have become necessary
because of the operation of the social-cultural processes dis-
cussed in the previous chapter and which were shown to be
dotermining factors in the social organization of’the arca.
These readjustments must grow out of a full appreciation of
thé culturel setting in which the existing group valucs have
developed, Unless action is taken along theae lines, the unde-
sirable position in which che Spanish-Americans in the villages
and hamlcts now find themsclves will be further aggravated
and the process of disintegration which is already under way
will be intensified to an extent that the people in question no
longer will bz able to fill their proper place in sozicty.






