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PREFACE.

——

HE interest which is now felt by all classes in
everything relating to Africa has suggested to
the Author the propriety of giving to the public the
results of his own observations and researches during
his residence and travels, both in the western and
southern sections of the gieat continent, together with
such information as he has been able to glean from
the various works that he has read upon the subject
during the half-centdry which has elapsed since his
attention was first drawn to the study of this interesting
hquarter of the globe.

By careful analysis, arrangement, and condensation,
the writer has endeavoured to make the present volume,
not only a work of interest to the géneral reader, but
also a portable, cheap, and convenient handbook of
reference on the subjects of which it treats for mission-
aries, merchants, travellers, emugrants, and others who

wish for reliable information on the history, geography,
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HROUGHOUT the entire range of modermn geogaphy
we find no country more interesting in its general
features, or presenting stronger claims upon the attention of the
Christian plulanthropist than Africa.  And yet 1t is a remark-
able fact that, until a comparatively recent penod, the wnterior
regions of this vast contment 1emamned almost entirely unknown
to the civilized nations of the earth, It is true, Egypt and
Nubia on the borders of the Red Sea, and Libya, Carthage
and other distiicts on the shores of the Mediterranean, were
well known to the ancients; but all beyond appears to have
been a veritable ferra incognita.  Hence 1t hecomes an inter-
esting inquiry—At what periods, and by what means, were the
more distant shores of Afiica explored, and the inner regions
of the great continent paitially made known to the rest of the
world? An answer to this question may appropriately form the
subject of the present and following chapters, as introductory
to the account we have to give of the country itself, the chai-
actel of the people by whom it is inhabited, and the means
which have been at different times employed for thewr al,
social, and moral elevation.
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HEropoTUs AND STRATO,

The earliest instance we find on 1ecord of Alrican exploa-
tion inland 1s that of Heiodotus, the celebrated Greek historian ;
who, when collecting information respecting the whole woild
for his great histoucal woik, was obliged, m the absence of
written documents, to have 1ecowse (o travelling,  His published
narrative is almost entilely the record of what he sawand heaid
during his various peregiinations; and, even at this distant
petiod, it possesses an intcrest superior to that of most ancient
writings. By means of a long stay in Egypt, and an intimate
acquaintance with the native priests, he obtamned much infor-
mation respecting the wide 1egion which extends fiom the Nile
to the Atlantic. But not satisfied with this, he took an exlen-
sive journcy into the interior of the country, He justly de-
scribes it as much inferio1 1n fertilily to the cultivated parts of
Ewope and Asia, and ag suffering severely fiom diought. On
quitting the northern coast, which he terms the “foichead of
Africa,” the countiy became moie and moie arid.  He speaks
of lnlls of sali, out of which the natives conshineted their houses
without any fear of thein meling bencath a shower, in a region
where 1ain was almost unknown. As he poceeded, the land
became almost a deseit, and was filled with such multitudes of
wild beasts as to make (ravclling extremely dangerous. Farther
to the south the sandy barien soil no longer afforded food even
for these fierce tenants of the wilderness: there was not a blade
of grass, a tiee, or a fountain of water 1o be seen; total silence
and widespread desolation reigned, so that he was obliged to
return.  Such is the general pictuie which Herodotus diaws of
this northern boundaty of the great African desext, which subse-
quent examination has found to be on the whole fanly correct.

Strabo, who wrote at a subsequent penod, and after the
Roman sway was fully established over the northern coast of
Africa, gives an interesting account of some of the mterior
states He does not, ike Heiodotus, profess: to have visited
the countries which he describes, but sunply records the infor-
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mation which he had obtained from otheis. Extending his
view beyond the Atlas, he desciibes the Maw as peopling a
rich country on the Atlantic coast, capable of yieldmg the most
abundant harvests , but nothing could wean the nation from a
wandermg life, in which they delighted, inoving continually with
their tents fiom place to place, wiapped n skins of wild beasts,
and nding without saddle, and ofien without bridle, on small,
swift-footed, active horses. He represents them as fighting with
swords and spears, and not with poisoned ariows, as Horace
had described some warlike African tribes when engaged 1n
furious contests with each other. Further mformation has
proved that both these weapons, and many other dangeious
mussiles, are wsed by different savage nations whabitng the
contment of Afiica.

ArAB TRAVELLERS.

The first to penetiate the interior of Afirca for the purposes
of trade and commerce, and to notice the chaiacter of the
country and the people, were the entaipiising Aiabs. At an
eaily petiod they introduced the camel, which, though a native
of the sandy wastes of Aiabia, was equally adapted to the still
mote extensive deserts which stietch so widely over many paits
of Aftica. By means of these patient creatmies, sometimes
called “the ships of the deseit,” the mercantile adventurers
alluded to, everywhere known as “ Moois,” pushed their way
thiough the nauowest parts of the great Sahara to the more
fertile and populous regions of the interior, wheie they propa-
gated the Moslem faith and canied on a lucrative trade with
the various negto tubes among whom they sojowned We are
ndebted to some of these semi-civilized adventwers for owm
ealiest knowledge of Inner Africa, their nariatives having cone
down to us wn the Arabic language. Allowance being made
for the high colowming which frequently characterizes these nar-
ratives, much useful information may be gathered from them,
as some of the paities concerned were professed travellers as
well as traders. A specimen or two of the most interesting,
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and apparently the most rcliable, of these emly explotations is
all that our limited space will peimit us to give, purposely
omilting accounts of African tiavels which are evidently
fabulous.

It is recorded of Ibn Batuta, a learned Mohammedan who
flourished 1n the fourteenth century, that he commenced his
great Journey to the interior of Africa from Fez e went fitst
to Segilmissa, which he descubes as a handsome town situated
& country aboundmg with date trees. Having joined a
caravan, he came, after a jouiney of twenty-five days, to Tha-
ghari, a place celebrated for its mme of salt, where the native
huts were built of slabs of that mineral, and roofed with camels’
hides. Thence he went mn twenty days to Tashala, three days
beyond which commenced a desert of the most dieary aspect,
wlhere there was neither water, bird, nor {tee,—*“nothing but
sand and hills of sand.” In ten days more he reached Abu
Latin, a large trading town, crowded with native merchanis
from various parts of the continent. [iom Abu Latin our
adventurer proceeded in twenty-four days to Mali, then the
most flourshing city in that part of the intenior, Ilere the
traveller was astomshed by the mmmensc size of the trees, in
the hollow tiunk of one of which he obseived a weavey plying
his trade ! In this part of his jowmney Ibn Batuta saw an
ummense river, probably the Niger; and the view nccessarily
led to a conclusion opposite to that hitherto entetained by his
countrymen, who considered it as flowing eastepard to the ocean,
Having no opportunity of making a complete observation, he
fell into the opposite error, afterwards prevalent in Northern
Afiica, and identified 1t with the Nile, From Malt he turned
northward to Timbuctu. This city was then governed hy a
negro viceioy, and was far from possessing the celebrity and
mportance which 1t afterwards attained. He next proceeded
eastward by Kawkaw, Bardama, and Nakda, where he seems
to have been near Nubia, but gives no further details till he
agamn arrived at Fez.

About two centuries after Ibn Batuta, a very full description
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of Africa was furnished by a geographer named Leo, who was
even honoured with the surname of Africanus. He was a
native of Grenada, 1n Spain ; but having, after the capgure of
that city by Ferdinand, repaned to Fez, he acquired a know-
ledge of Aiabic leazming and of the African continent. He
afterwards tiavelled through a great part of the interior; and
having, on his return, made his way to Rome, he wiote a
nanative of his journey under the auspices of Pope Leo X.
It appears from this account that Timbucty, at the tume of
his visit, had risen to the position of a powerful and important
city,—the centre of commerce and wealth in that part of Africa
Ghana, once possesscd of impenal dignity, had changed its
name to Kano, and become tributary to Timbuctu. Bornou
appears under its present appellation, and some native sove-
reigns, who afterwards held conspicuous rank, are mentioned
for the first time  The names of several prominent places are
also readily identified with those mentioned by subsequent
travellers. At Timbuctu several of the Moorish merchants
were exceedngly opulent, and two of them had obtained
piincesses 1 marriage. Literature was cultivated with ardour,
and Aiabic manuscnpts bore a higher price than any other
commodity. Izchia, the king, who had subdued all the
netghbouring countiies, mawtamed an atmy of three thousand
horse and a numercus mfantry, parlly armed with poisoned
arrows. (Gold, for which its capital had now become the chief
mart, was lavishly employed in the embellishment of his court
and peison; some of his omnaments weighing as much as
1300 ounces! The 1oyal palace and several mosques were
bwlt of stone; but the ordinary habitations, as in all towns
and villages of Central Africa, were merely bell-shaped huts,
the materials of which were stakes, clay, and reeds.

PoRTUGUESE DISCOVERIES,

Lattle more was done in the way of exploring the distant
coasts and mterior regions of Africa till towards the end of the
fiftcenth century, when the different nations of Ewope began
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to awake from the slumber and apathy m which they had been
so long mvolved, The mvention of the mariner’s compass,
the skjll of the Venetian and Genoese pilots, and the kuow-
ledge which had been transmitted fiom [o1mer times, inspited
all classes with the hope of being able to pass the ancient geo-
graphical barners of the globe, and to throw light upon regions
hitherto unknown. Portugal, a nation of comparatively small
resotirces, but of remarkable energy, staited first in this carce
of maritime and geographical enteiprise, and took the lead for
a considerable peniod of all the European states. During the
reign of 1ts kings John and Emanuel, 1t stood pie-eminent in
this respect; and Prince Henry in paiticular—a younger son
of John I.—devoted all lus thoughts to the promotion of naval
undertakings. '

No 1dea had been enteitained at this emly period of the
new world afterwards discovered by the daung and enterprising
Columbus. The local position of then country, its wais and
expeditions against Morocco, suggested the thought that the
western border of Africa was the best fleld for 1escaich. The
formation respecting thus coast was at that thue very lmited ;
so that the passage of Cape Bojador by Giliancz, in 1433,
caused a swpnse and admitation almost cqual to whal wae
afterwards excited by the discovery of Amenca. On a second
attempt at exploration 1apid progress was made along the shoie
of the great Sahara, and the Poituguese navigalors were not
long in reaching the feilile regions watered by the Senegal and
the Gambia. The early part of this voyage was drcary in the
extreme, for the mariners saw nothing but naked rocks and
buning sands stretching far away into the interior i every
direction. Beyond Cape Blanco, however, Nuno Tristan, m
1443, discovered the Island of Arguin; and, notwithstanding
the disaster of Gonzalo de Cintra, who, 1n 1445, was lkulled by
a party of Moms at that place, the Portuguese made it for
some time their head quarters, whilst they undeitook further
explorations on the neighbouring contment.

The researches of the Portuguese on the westein coast of

o
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Afiica, at this eaily peiod, were stimulated by the hope of
discoveiing and opening an intercourse with a disingmshed
sable piince of whom they had heard much under the mys-
terious appellation of “Piester John.” This singular name
seems to have been first introduced by travellers from Bastern
Asia, who repiesented the imaginary person to whom it was
applied as ieigning in unexampled splendour in some part
of the mterior of Africa, What were the precise expectations
from intercourse with this far-famed personage does not fully
appear ; hut the 1dea was thoroughly rooted in the mumds of
the navigators, that they would be rmsed to a matchless height
of gloiy and 1enown if they could by any means arrive at hig
court. The same delusion seems to have prevailed at home,
for the principal mstruction given to all officers employed in
Afircan service was, that in every quarter and by every means
they should endeavour to effect tlus grand discovery. They
accordingly never failed to put the question to all the wandereis
of the Desett, and to every caiavan that came from the interior,
if they knew anything of the dwelling-place of Prester John. But
all then inquiries weie 1n vain: such a person had never been
heard of ; and we need scarcely add that, being a2 mere myth, he

was nevel found,

{ In 1446 Diniz Feinandez discovered Cape Verd, and in the
ollowing year Lancelot, another Portuguese navigator, entered
the mouth of the Senegal. In this neighbourhood the mauners
found fertile and populous regions, that promised to rewaid
therr exertions much more effectually than the visionary name
after which they had so eagaly mquited. A circumstance
occurred also at this time which was regaided as peculiarly
auspicious. An African punce of the Jallofl nation, named
Bemoy, came to the Portuguese at Arguin, complaining that
he had been driven fiom the thione of his ancestors, and
entreating the aid of the shangeis to enable hum to recover his
¢rown, which he was willing, he said, to wear as their ally, and
even as their vassal. Tle was receved with open arms, and
conveyed to Lisbon soon afterwards, where he met with a
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brilliant 1eception, being entertained with bull-fights, puppet-
shows, and other kindred amusements, After being instructed
mn the Chrstian religion, according to the nites of the Romish
Church, he was baptized, and did homage to the King and (o
the Pope for the crown which was to be placed on his head
through their influence on his 1ctmn to his native land. At
length an expedition was fitted out, under the command of
Pero Vaz d’Acunha, to convey the young piince to his own
country on the banks of the Senegal. The conclusion of thiy
adventuie was, however extremely tiagical; for, a quariel having
arisen between Bemoy and the commander of the ship in which
he sailed, the latter stabbed the punce on bomd of lus vessel,
and thus an end was pul to this sttange enterprise.

The Poituguese continued to prosecute thewr African dis
coveiies till 1471, when they reached the Gold Coast, wheie,
dazzled by the importance and splendour of the commeodity,
the commeice of which gave name to the region, they built
Elmina, with its foit and other appendages, and mace it the
capital of themr possessions on that part of the continent
Pushing onwmd to Benin, they received a curious account of
a powerful African sovereign, whose kingdom was said to he
situated at a distance of seven o1 eight hundied miles from
the coast. Fiom the statcments made of the splendour which
smrounded this sable monarch, the strangers for a timo in-
dulged the pleasing but delusive hope that he 1night prove
to be the far-famed Prester Johu, of whom they had been so
long m search; but their most careful inquirtes 1esulted n
disappointment, as before

In 1484 Diego Cam sailed from Elmina in quest of new
shores, on which the cross mght be planted as an emblem ot
national dominion, according to the wstructions which he had
received fiom the king of Portugal. After passing Cape St
Catharine, he found himself mvolved in a very strong current
setting out from the land, which was still distant; and the
water, when tasted, was ascertained to be fresh  Ii was con-
jectured, from these circumstances, that he was near the mouth
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of a laige 1iver, which proved to be the case, and it is now well
known as the Zawe or Congo. On 1eaching the southern bank
of the magmficent stream, Diego landed and ciected his first
monument, indicative of his claun to the country. On ascending
the 1iver for a shoit distance, he came 1n contact with some of
the inhabitants, and mqured after the residence of their sove-
1eign.  They pointed to a place at a considerable distance in
the interior, and undetlook to guide thither a mission, which
they pledged themselves, within a given period, to lead back in
safety. As the natives mn the meantime passed and repassed
between the shore and the vessel with the utmost freedom and
confidence, Diego basely took advantage of a moment when
sevetal of the prunecipal persons were on board, weighed anchor
and stood out to sea.

Gireat was the consternation of the simpleamunded negroes
when they found themselves floating away from their native
shores in the white man’s Ing ship. Diego tried to soothe
them as best he could, by endeavouring to make them under-
stand, by signs and otherwise, that this step was taken solely to
giatify the anxious desire of his sovercign to see and convelse
with .hese African chiefs—assuring them that in fifteen moons
they 1w uld be brought back 1n safety to their native land. He
then saitad for Lishon, where he exhibited with triumph these
living trophics of his wonderful discoveries. The lung was
much pliased, and held many conversations with the sable
strangers, whom he loaded with honours, and caused to be
conveyed back to their own country within the appomted
fune.

On arriving in the mouth of the 1iver, Diego was highly
matified to see waiting on the shore the poition of the crew
whom he had left hehind as pledges of his ietuin, and con-
cerming whom lie had felt some anxiety. FHe found the natives
on shore disposed to he quite friendly, their confidence in the
pale-faced strangers being increased by the safe return of thewr
fellow-countrymen, after witnessing the strange sights of Euiope.
Diego was now invited to the native court, where the sable
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sovereign not only received him with kindness, but agiced to
embiace Christianity, and to send several of his nobles to
Potugal to be mstiucted m its punciples.  They soon afta-
wards samled accordingly, and their anival at Lasbon gave fiesh
sausfaction to the kg and his people. They remained two
years m Twope, experiencing the best ieatment ; and, on being
considered ripe for baptism, the king stood godfather to the
principal enyoy, and hus chief cowtiers to otheis; on which
oceasion the African converls received the names of the dis
tingnished peisons by whom they had been thus honoured.

In 1490 a new mimament was fitted out, under the command
of Ruy de Sousa, Lo convey this patly of Africans back to thew
native land, and to take moie formal possession of the countiy.
The Portuguese, on their arrival once more at the mouth of the
Congo, were received by the sable monarch and his people
with great pomp, and the most extravaganl mamfestations of
barbaric joy. The native troops were drawn up to grace the
occasion, and advanced towards the shore in three lihws,
makmg a prodigious noise with horns, ketticdrums, and other
rude instruments. The king was scated on an ivery chan
raised on a platform, diessed in rich and glossy skins of wild
beasts, with a biacelet of ass hanging from his left arm. a
horse’s tail pending from his shoulder, and a head-diess of fine
cloth woven fiom the palm-tiee of the country. e gave full
permission to the stiangels Lo settle 1 his dominious, to huild
a church, and to piopagate the Chrstian religion, The king
humself and afl is nobles were forthwith baptized ; and the
freest scope was allowed to the Roman Catholic missionaries
who accompanied the expedition to prosecute their appointed
work,

Here was a fine opportunity of mtioducing the pure light
of the Gospel mto a benighted land ; but it 15 to be feared that
the Romish priests brought by the Portuguese did not duly
improve it, or proceed m a manner that was hkely permanently
to benefit the people. They baptized the poor ignorant natives
by hundreds and thousands, it is true, and adapted the cere-
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monles and gaudy processions of their Chuich 1n a great
measute to the heathen rites and superstitions of the people ;
but they were left in the grossest pagan ignorance, without any
adequate 1dea of the principles of Chuistianity which they were
made to profess. It is, moleover, admitled by Portuguese
historians that physical force was frequently employed to bring
the natives more completcly under the will of the puiests. The
accounts given of some of the floggings which took place, ot
both males and females, would be alteinately shocking and
ludicious if it were not for the fact that they were associated
wilh the piopagation of 1eligion. ‘The ultimate result of such
a system might have been easily foreseen, After a long career
of superstition and folly, and of the so-called success of the
mission, the priests came into collision with the chiefs and
people on the subject of polygamy and other matters, and they
were summarily cxpelled from the country. At what period
this occurred does nol appear , but when subsequent travellers
explored the banks of the Congo m the following century,
they found no trace of Chuistianity o1 of the labows of the
Romish missionaries, nor any traditions among the natives of
then ever having been there,

Earvy ENGLIsH DISCOVERIES.

In the early part of the seventeenth century 2 change had
passed over the relative positions of the mercantile and
marttime powers of Furope. Portugal had been eclipsed by
Spain, Fiance, and Holland in succession. The last-named
power had wiested fom the Portuguese thewr far-famed African
settlement Elmina, and usurped thew position and influence
on that part of the coast. At the same time a sprit of enter-
puse was awakened in England such as had never been known
before, In 1618 a company was foumed m London for the
puipose of exploring the Gambia, with the impression that that *
noble river might prove a highway into the interior, and to
the wealthy neighbourhood of Timbuctu, if it were not in fact
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an outlet of the mighty Joliba, or Niger, as some geographers
supposed.

The first person cmployed in this scrvice was Richan
Thompson, a man of considerable spiiit and enterpuse, who
was sent out in the autumn of the same year, in chmge of
the brig Catharine, 120 tons burden, with a cargo wath
about 42,000, In the month of Deccmber he entered the
river, and proceeded as high as Kassan, wheie he left his
vessel and most of his ciew, and pushed on in boats, The
Portuguese, who were still numerous in that distict, and
retuned all theit lofiy clauns, were seized with bitter jealousy
of this expedition, made by a foreign and 1ival power. Led
on by Hector Nunez, they furiously attacked the paity lef
at Kassan and made a general massacre of our countrymen,'
Thompson was greatly distressed on hearing the dreadful
tidings that several of his men had thus fallen by the hand
of violence ; hut he was too weak o avenge the slaughte of
his people. He nevertheless prosecuted his discovetics with
vigour, and sent home the most encouraging accounts of the
general prospects of his undertaking, The company, influenced
by his statements, sent out another vessel, which unfortunately
arived at the roost unhealthy scason of the year, and lost
most of the crew by death. Vet they were not dismayed ; but
forthwith fitted out a third and larger expedition, consisting of
the Sion, of 200 tons, and the S4 _john, of 3o, and gave the
command to Richard Jobson, to whom we are indebted for
the first reliable and satisfactory account of the geat riven
districts of Western Africa.

Jobson entered the Gambia in the month of November,
1620 ; and the fist intelligence he received on reaching Fort
James was that of the death of Thompson, his predecessor,
who had penished by the hands of his own men. Mutiny was
not uncommon m those days, but how it arose in this instance,
or who was to blame, never seems to have heen fully investi-
gated, The crew of the Catharine are said to have been
unanimons in representing the conduct of their commander
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as oppressive and tyrannical; but in regard to a man of un-
doubted courage and enteiprise, and who was the first English-
man who fell in the cause of Afiican discovery of which we
have any recoid, we should, in the absence of diiect evidence,
cherish a spmt of Christian chauty. Notwithstanding the
shock caused by this sad disaster, Jobson took courage, and
pushing briskly up the river, soon arved at Kassan, the
rendezvous of the foimer expedition, The Portuguese inhabit-
ants of that neighbourhood had most of them fled before his
arnval, whilst the few who remamed professed, m respect to
the notorious Hector Nunez and the massacre committed by
him, both 1gnorance and horror; but theie was reason to believe
that they were planning fresh schemes of mischief,

In consequence of these machinations Jobson could scarcely
prevail upon a native pilot to accompany him to the upper river,
He nevertheless pressed forward in the most commendable
manner, with such help as he could procure; but after passing
the falls of Barraconda he found himself involved 1n great
difficulties. The ascent had to be made against a rapid cunent;
the frequency of hidden rocks, moreover, made it dangerous to
sail in the night, and the boats often stuck upon sand-banks
and shallows, when 1t became necessay for the crews to strip
and go into the water to push them over these obstacles. On
one occasion they were obliged to drag the boats ashore, and
carry them a mile and a half on thewr shoulders, till they came
to deeper water, where the rocks and sand-banks were less
obstructive,

The discoverers now found themselves in an entirely new
woild, and surrounded by novel aspects of nature, On every
side were 1mmense forests of unknown trees, whilst both land
and water were inhabited by multitudes of savage animals; whose
roarings evely mghl resounded through the air m the most
alarming manner, Sometimes as many as twenty crocodiles
were seen together in the stream, or basking in the sun on a
sand-bank. Hippopotami, o1 sea-horses as they were then called,
were obs-rved tossing thewr huge heads and snorting in almost
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every pool; whilst elephants appeated n such numbers on the
shore, that at one place theie weie sixteen obstived in a single
troop. Lions, ounces and leopaids were also seen at a little
distance ; but amid the alaims occasioned by the appearance
and howlings of these ferocious creatures, the sailors wete much
amused by observing the various evolutions of the monkey
tribe, some of which performed vanous kinds of antics in thew
presence,

Amid these difficulties and adventures the paity amnived at
Tenda on the 26th of January, 1621, wheie they had appomnted
to meet Buckar Sano, the chief nafive meichant on the Gambia,
This important personage rendered the expedition good seivice,
and volunteered some valuable information; but the confi-
dence of Jobson m his velacity was somewhat shaken by the
glowing accounts which he gave of a cily four months’ journcy
in the miterior, the houses of which, he declared, were covered
with gold! The 1eport of a vessel having come up the river to
trade caused great excitement in the newghbourhood of Fenda,
and diew mulititudes of natives together fiom the surrounding
districts. ‘These built temporary huts, and soon formed a litthe
villagt on cach side of the nver,  Unloitunately, the universal
cry was for salt, 2 commodity in great demoand in this and other
parts of Afiica  Not bemg aware of this fact, Jobson had nat
laad 10 a sufficient supply , but the aiticles he had were highly
prized, and in exchange for them he received gold and ivory.

Buckar Sano having offered to introduce the English at the
court of Tenda, they proceeded to the royal place of residence.
On reaching the king's presence they witnessed an example of
the debasing homage which 1s usually paid to African prnces,
such as they had never seen before. The great and wealthy
merchant, on appeaung before his sable majesty, first fell upon
his knees ; then, throwing off lus shiit, extended himself naked
and prostrate upon. the ground, whilst his attendants covered
him with dust and mud ! After grovelling for some timie 1n F
this position, he staited up, shook off the ditt from his person ;
and, assisted by two of his wives, he was speedily equipped
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his best attire, with bow and quiver at his side He and his
altendants, after having made a semblance of shooting at Jobson,
laid then bows and arrows at his feet, which was undceistood as
a token of submssion and a mgh comphment. The king assured
the English captain that the country and everything mn 1t weie
thus placed at his disposal.  Inreturn for gifts so magnificent,
we aie sony to record that the gallant explorer presented the
king of Tenda with nothing better than a few bottles of brandy.

Whilst Jobson was thus amusing himself and his men with
the novel sights of the Upper Gambia, he found himself in the
middle of the dry season, when the water of the river sinks
lower and lower, and when navigation, cven with canoes and
small boats, becomes exccedingly difficult. At length the
stieam became so shallow, and the obstructions to navigation
so numerous, that he found it utterly vain to attempt ascending
higher. He therefore commenced his voyage downwaid on the
1oth of Februaiy, ploposing to 1eturn and renew his researches
during the following scason, when the petiodical 1ains filled the
channel. This puipose was ncvel executed, however; for before
the time arnved for further operations, both he and his patrons
had become so mvolved in quairels with the Gambia merchants
that the expedition was abandened.

The company 1n whose service Thompson and Jobson had
been engaged, amid the discord and divisions alluded to, do
not appear to have prosecuted any further thewr designs of
Afircan discovery The next attempt in this way, of which
we find any record, was made by a wealthy merchant al the
Gambia named Vermuyden, who fitted out a hoat well stored
with provisions and merchandise, for the puipose of exploimg
the upper 1iver to search for gold, which was sud to exist mn
1uch abundance, He fiist came to a wide expanse of water
which he compares to Windeimere Lake, where the chief diffi-
culty was to find the main branch of the rivel, anud several
that opened fiom different quarters. “Up the huffing stream,”
says he, “with sad labow we wrought ;” and when they ascended
higher, it oftcn became necessary to drag the boat over the
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shallows, or to carry it for a short distance through the jungle,
after the manner of formel voyageis, to avoid the 1ocks that
impeded the navigation. They were 1ather rudely received
by the only tenants of these watery regions—the cracodiles and
river-hoises,  One of the latter struck a hole in the bottom of
the boat with his teeth,—an accident which proved very incon-
venient, from the absence of any one skilled in carpentiy,
Having effected the necessary repaits as best they could, the
vayagers endeavoured to avowd future accidents by hanging a
lantern at the stern of the boat, which caused these monsters
of the deep to keep at a respectful distance.

In the course of their voyage, Vermuyden and his party
landed at various places on the banks of the Gambia to search
for gold, At one place they found a large mass of ghttering
matter, which at first they took to be the genumne article, but
which, on examination, proved to be mere spa or mica At
anothetr place, by twenty days’ labour, they succeeded, with
patient washing of the sand, in extracting twelve ounces of the
precious metal. At length the traveller declates that he arrived
¢t the mouth of the mine 1tself, and saw gold in such abundance
as surprised him with joy and admiration,” He gives no par-
ticulars, however, of the position of this vein, the existence of
which has not been confirmed by any subsequent obsciver ; nor
does he seem to have continued his researches, as he no doubt
found more profit in mercantile pursuits than in prospecting for
the precious metal.

It was not till the year 1720 that the spint of African discovery
1evived i England The Duke of Chandos, then duector of
the African Company, concerned at the declining state of then
affairs, entertained the idea of reviving them by opening a path
into the golden regions still reported to exist in the interior of
Africa. At his suggestion the members, in 1723, furmished
Captain Bartholomew Sibbs with the usual means of sailing
up the Gambia.  On the 7th of October he armved at James’s
Island, 2 small English seitlement about thirty miles from the
mouth of the river, whence he immediately wrote to Mr, Wlly,
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the Governor, who happened to be then visiting the factory of
Joar, more than a hundred miles distant, asking him to engage
canoes from the natives for the use of the expedition. He
teceived for answer that none were io be had, and was greatly
distressed to find that this officer was giving himself no concern
about the affarr. A few days afterwards, however, a boat
brought down the dead body of the Governor, who had fallen a
victim to the prevailing fever of the country, and he was left to
his own resources.

From varous causes of delay it was not till the 26th of
December that Sibbs and his party proceeded on ther voyage
up the Gambia  The expedition consisted of nineteen white
men and twenty-nine hired negioes, with three female cooks,
and a daelafer or native musician, to enliven the spirts of the
party by his performances. The season was somewhat ad-
vanced for the navigation of the river, but for some time every-
thing proceeded agreeably The voyagers were eveirywhere
well received by the natives, and at one place a sep/ée or charm
was laid upon the bank of the river for the purpose of drawing
them on shore! The captain had endeavoured to conceal the
prime object of his journey; but his efforts were vamn, for he
found himsclf pointed out by the natives as the person who was
“come to bring down the gold !? The native crew, howcver,
were evidently unwilling to pioceed to the upper river, and
predicted the most fearful disasters if any attempt was made to
go any farther. A long palaver ensued, and, according to the
adventurer’s own account, it was not till he had produced a
hottle of his best brandy that he conquered the scruples of his
sable followers, and got them to proceed beyond what they
regarded as the limits of the universe.

The Falls of Bairaconda were not found so formidable as
was expected. They weie harrows rather than falls, the channel
being confined at this pomnt by rocky ledges and fragments,
between which there was only one available passage, where the
canoes rubbed against the rocks on either side. The most

persevering exertion now became necessary in order to pass the
2
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shallows and quicksands, which muitiplied in propoition as
they ascended the stream, and over which the boats had
frequently to be diagged by main force, as in formet instances,
All now longed for the tune when it would be necessay for
them to commence then voyage down the river, Befoie long
their ardent wishes weie realized. At the end of two months,
on the 22nd of February, Sibbs found himself only fifty rmies
above Bauaconda, where 1t became necessmy for him to
rehnquish the enterprise, in consequence of the unfavourable
season having mrived ; so that he did not even reach Tenda,
the point to which Jobson had previously attamned.

The commander of the expedition, on his return, could
not forbear expressing deep disappomiment mn regard to the
eapectations with which he had ascended the Gambua. He
had met with no cities of gold, no1 did he see any appearance
of the nughty channel which was to lead into the intenor of
Afiica, and through so many great kingdoms as had been
spoken of He declared his conviction, in ieference to the
river, that “its onginal or head is nothing near so fa in the
country as by the geographeis has been repiesenied.” The
natives reported that at twelve days’ jowney above Bauraconda
it dwindled into a rivulet'so small that ® fowls walked over it,”
Nor did he find any indications of the piecious metal which he
had been led to believe was so abundant, These representations
produced a degree of discouragement which prevented any other
exploratory voyage from bemng undertaken by the Enghsh for a
considerable time into that part of the African continent,

Frency DISCOVERIES,

France was behind some of the other naticns of Eurape in
maritime enterpuse and African discavery ; but when she did
wake up to the importance of the subject, she displayed con-
siderable zeal and activity.  Lows XIV,, aided by his mimistey
Colbert, was the first prince of that nation who endeavoured to
raise his kingdom to a high rank as a commercial and maritime
power, and it was not long before Africa attracted his notice,
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Whilst the Enghish were engaged m exploring the Gambia, the
French turned their attention to the Senegal In theil estr-
mation this was one of the piincipal outlets of the Niger, and
the mighty stieam by which they hoped to penetrate the
mnteuor as far as Timbuctu and the 1egions of gold. About
the year 1626 a settlement was formed on an island near the
mouth of this river, to which was given the name of St. Louis, in
honour of their sovereign, and it has ever since been the capital
of their possessions 1 this pait of Africa, It has also been
the starting-point of every French expedition which has been
o1ganized for the exploration of the interior in this direction.
The first person who brought home any reliable account of
the Fiench colony on the Senegal, and of the adjacent country,
was 4 young man named Jannequin., The manner in which he
became an African explorer 15 somewhal remarkable, Walking
along the quay at Dieppe one day, he saw a vesscl bound for
the west coast; and, being seized with a sudden fancy to do
so, he embarked and made the voyage. The ship sailed on
the 5th of November, 1634, and touched at the Canaiies;
but the first spot on which young Jannequin landed on the
continent was a patt of the Sahara, near Cape Blanco, where
nothing presented itself to view but a plain of moving sand, in
which the feet were buried at every step. Proceeding to St
Louss, on the Senegal, he found the colony in a very rude and
imperfect state, but on ascending the 1iver soon afterwards he
was dehghted with the brilliant verdure of the banks, the majes-
tic beauty of the trees, and the thick unpenetrable underwood.
‘Wherever he landed the natives recerved lum hosptably, and
he was much struck with themw strength and courage,—decidedly
surpassing, as he thought, in these respects, the generality of
Europeans. He saw a Moorish chief, who, mounted on horse-
back, and biandishing three spears and a cutlass, engaged a
lion in single combat, and vanquished the mughty king of the
desert. He was surprised by the cnormous number of gregrees,
or charms, in which the chief and head-men were enveloped.
Every peril—of water, of wild beasts, and of battle—had 1ts
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appropriate antidote, by which the safoty of the wearer of the
charms was supposed to be secured. These giegiees weie
merely slips of paper, which the maradouts, oo Mohammedan
priests, had inscribed with sentences from the Koran m Arabic
characters , and, being enclosed in ornamented cases of cloth,
leather, or even gold and silver, were hung round the person in
such profusion that they actually formed a species of aimour.

Seveial years after the return to France of young Jannequin,
the famous Siewm Brue was appointed director-general of the
Company’s affairs, and exerted himself mn the most laudable
manner to piomote the interests of the Senegal settlements,
He also did exploring work which is woithy of a passing notice.
In 1697 he embarked at St. Louis on a voyage to the Saratik,
or king of the Foulahs, whose teiritory lay about 4oo miles
up theaiver. In ascending the stream he was stiuck, like hus
predecessor, with the magnificence of the scenery. He saw
elephants marching in bands of forty ov fifty, and large bards
of wild cattle browsing in the meadows. These moved to the
highlands when the lower banks of the river were inundated in
the rainy season. At Kahayde the traveller was rcceived by a
chief belonging to the Saratik, accompanied by numerous
attendants, among whom were his principal wife and daugh-
ters, and somec female slaves, all mounted upon asses. He
was cordially welcomed to the country by this motley retinue ;
but he soon discovered their avaricious® propensities, and he
complains that “when they could no longer sccure what
they wanted by begging they began to bonow, with the firm
resolution of never repaying.”

Brue continued to ascend the Senegal till he reached
Ghiorel ; then, with a party of armed attendants, and accom-
panied by certan royal messengers, e sct out for Gumel, about
thirty mules distant, where the king resided. He found the
palace to consist of a cluster of mud huts, enclosed by a fence
of reeds, and in one of these he was mtroduced to his sable
majesty, as he reclined on a couch, surrounded by several of
his wives and daughters, seated on mdts spread on the floor.
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The reception was perfectly friendly, and the traveller obtained
permission to form settlements and erect forts wherever he
thought proper, In acknowledgment of these favours he
presented his offerings to the king, consisting of scarlet cloths,
coloured worsteds, copper kettles, pieces of coral and amber,
biandy, spices, and a few coins, which seemed to give general
satisfaction, Having satisfactorly accomplished the immediate
object of his journey, the traveller returned to St. Louis

In 1698 the same gentleman undertook another jouiney,
with the intention of penetrating, 1f possible, still farther into
the mterior. He ascended the Senegal as before as far as
Ghiorel, and had a friendly interview with the Saratik whose
acquatniance he had formed before, and four of whose negroes
he employed to destroy an enormous lion which had for some
time infested the neighbourhood. TFarther on he obscrved
some peculiar forms of the ammal creation ; the air for two
hours was darkcned by the passage of a cloud of locusts, and the
boats on the river were covered with thewr filth, Lions and
elephants roamed about 1n vast numbers; but the latter were
quite tame and haimless, unless they were attacked.

On reaching Gallam, Brue found himself in a somewhat
delicate position. ‘Two rival princes disputed the thione, each
holding at lus place of 1esidence a certain sway, but bhoth
claiming the entire homage and all the presents brought by the
traveller. Guided by a principle of selfanterest, Brue showed
most favour to the personage that seemed most likely to aid
him 1 the object of his journey, when his rival fell into a great
rage and threatened violence, from which he was only restrained
by being reminded of the big guns which were ready for action
on boaid the boats i the river. The traveller now proceeded
up the stream till he came to Dramanet, a thriving native town
inhabited by several wealthy merchants, who tiaded as far as
Timbuctu, which, according to their computation, was more
than a thousand mules farther in the interior. This advanced
position was therefore thought the most convenient for a settle-
ment and fort, which were accordingly established on a humble
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scale, and to which was given the name of St. Joseph. This
place has ever since been the head-quartcts of the French on
the Upper Senegal. He then proceeded to a place called Tely,
where an immense rock, crossing the iiver, forms a cataiact,
which 1t 1s almost impossible fov vessels to pass  Quitting his
boats, he proposed to ascend to the falls of Govinea, about
eighty mules higher up; but the water was getting so low that,
feauing the navigation downward would be interrupted, he
1eturned to St. Lowis,

Whilst in the Upper Senegal, Brue collected much useful
information in reference to the countries and peoples beyond.
He received glowing accounts of the kingdom of Bambana, of
Lake Maberia, of Timbuctu, and of caravans,which came thither
from Barbary, and even of masted vessels which had been seen
on the mghty streams which water those regions. But the grand
object of his inquiry was the course of the Nigei, concerning
which he heard two quite opposite descriptions. According
to one statement it flowed mwestward from Lake Maberia, till
it separated into two channels for the Gambia and Sencgal ;
but according to the other it was quite distinct fiom both of
these rivers, and wendced its way eastward beyond Timbuctn.
The laiter representation was subsequently proved io be the
more correct.

The trade of Gallam and the adjacent countiies on the
Upper Senegal, according to the statements of Compagnon
and Saugnier, both of whom visited these 1emons after Biue’s
day, consists principally of gold, ivoiy, slaves, and gum-
arabic The commodity last named soon became the most
fmportant article of traffic by the French colonists, and the
manner in which it is obtained is thus described by Golberry :
— & To the north of the Senegal, where the fertile lands pass
into the boundless and and plains of the great Sahara, glow
large forests of that species of the acacia from which the gum
distils. The plant is crooked and stunted m its growth, re-
sembling rather a bush than a tree. No incision 15 necessaly

to extract the precious liquid; for under the influence of the
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hot winds which prevail in these parts, the bark dries and
cracks 1 vaiious places, whence the gum exudes and forms
itself into drops as clear as crystal. At the pioper season these
are collected 1 bags by the natives, and exposed for sale at
an annual fair held on the banks of the Senegal, the agents of
French merchants being almost the only purchasers.”

Bririsu AFRICAN ASSOCIATION.

It will be seen from the preceding brief sketches of African
explorations by the Portuguese, English, and French, that
hitherto comparatively little impression had been made upon
the vast contment. While the remotest extremuties of land
and sea 1 other quarters of the globe had been reached by
British enteiprise, Inner Afirca 1emained an unseemly blank
in the map of the world. Such a circumstance was fell to be
discreditable 1o a great maritime and commercial nation like
England, as well as o the sciences upon which geographical
knowledge depends. With a view, if possible, to remove this
reproach, a number of spiited individuals formed themselves
mto what was termed the ““Afiican Association.” The object
of this Society was to 1a1se the necessary funds by subscription,
and then to seek out and employ suitable persons to explore
the interior of Africa. Lord Rawdon, Sir Joseph Banks, the
Bishop of Llandaff, Mr. Beaufqy, and Mr. Stuart, were nomi-
nated managers, and they soon found themselves in a position
1o proceed to business

The first adventurer employed under the auspices of this
new organization was Mr, Ledyard, who, born a tavelle, had
spent hus life in passing from one extremity of the eaith to
another. He had saled 1ound the world with Captain Cock,
had lived several years among the American Indians, and had
made 2 journey, with the most scanty means, from Stockholm
round the Gulf of Bothnia, and thence to the remotest parts
of Asiatic Russia, On his return to England he presented
himself to Sir Joseph Banks, to whom he had previously been
debted for kind atlentions, just as that gentleman was locking
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out for an African traveller. He was foithwith engaged for the
service; and on bemng asked when he would be 1cady to set
out, he promptly rephed, “To-monow,”—an answer worthy of
bemg noted by all who engage n important undertakings for
the benefit of mankind. He was soon afterwards provided
with a passage to Alexandna, in Egypt, with a view of first
proceeding southward fiom Cairo to Sennaar, and thence tra-
versing the entire breadth of the African continent. He auived
at the Egyptlan capltal on the roth of August, 1788, and, while
prepaiing for lus jomney into the mterior, transnutted to the
Association and his friends at home an amusing description of
the country and people. By conversing with the Jelads, or
slave meichants, he learned a good deal respecting the caravan-
routes and the countiles of the intenor. Everylhing scemed
ready for his depatture, and he announced to his friends that
his next communication would be from Sennaar. DBut, alas |
thns was not the case. The next tidings 1eceived weie those
of his death. Disappointment, occasioned by the delay of the
departure of the caravan with which he had engaged to tiayel,
working upon his ardent and impatient spirit, biought on g
bilious fever which tetminated fatally before he lefi Cairo.
Previous to the lamented death of Ledyard, the Socicty had
entered mto terms with Mr. Lucas, with a view to his allempting
to explore the intertor of Aftica m another direction. This
gentleman had becn captured in his youth by a Sallec 10ver,
had served three years as a slave at the court of M orocco,
and after his deliverance had acted as a Biitish vice-consul 1n
that empire  Having altogether spent sixteen years there, he
had not only become mwmed to the chimate, but had also
acquired an mtimate knowledge of Africa and its languages,
He was consequently regarded as peculaily eligible for the
service on which he was entering. He was sent out by way of
Tripoli, with instructions to accompany a caravan which took
the most direct route for the intenior; and commenced his
journey well armed with passports and letters of ntroduction
to important personages. He proceeded with the caravan,
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according to arrangement, to Mesurata ; but on reaching that
place he found the Arabs in a state of rebellion, and unwilling
to furnish camels and guides for the intended jowmney. Mr.
Lucas was therefore obliged to return to Tripol, without
penetrating any farther into the continent, and the enterprise
was relinquished

In the meantime Major Houghton, who had resided some
time as consul at Morocco, and afterwards 1 a mlht'ary capa-
city at Goree, undertook to reach the Niger by the 10ute of the
Gambia ; not, however, like Jobson and Sibbs, by ascending
its stream m boats, but by travelling singly on land. He com-
menced his jowney early in 1791, and after a short tune spent
at Pisina with Dr. Laidley, he pushed foiward to Meding, the
capital of Woolli, on the Upper Gambia, where a venerable
native chief received hum with great kindness, offered to furmish
him with guides, and assmed him he mght travel in safety to
Timbuctn “ with his staff in his hand.” The only evil that
befel the traveller theie, arose from a fire which accidentally
took place, and m an hour ieduced a town of a thousand
houses to a heap of ashes. The Major ran with the rest of the
people into the fields, as the conflagration spread, saving only
a few articles that he was able to cainy with hun,  Quitting the
Gambia at Fattatenda, he took the path through Bambouk, and
arrived at Ferbanna, on the river Faleme, in safety. Here he
met with extraordinary kindness from the king, who furmshed
him with a gmde and money to defiay his expenses A note
was afterwards received fiom huim, dated Simbing, and which
contained merely these words: *“ Major Houghton’s compli-
ments to Dr Lawdley; is m good health, on his way to
Timbuctu; robbed of all his goods by Fenda Bucar's son.”
This was the last communication received from hiumn; for ere
long some negro iraders brought down to Pisina the melancholy
tidings of hus death, It was afterwaids ascertained that he bad
been stripped of all that he possessed by a party of Moors,
and left to wander about in a state of starvation, till, perfectly
exhausted, he sat down under a tree and expired.
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Munco Parxk.

The British Afiican Association were no soonel informed of
the lamented death of Major Houghton than they accepted the
services of Mi. Mungo Paik, a native of Scotland, who had
been regularly bred to the medical profession, and had just
returned from a voyage to India. The committee were satisfied

"as to the geneial qualifications of this gentleman for the
unportant wotk on which he was about to enter, though they
could not be aware of the full extent of his courage and
perseverance, not of the unrivalled eminence to which as an
Afiican traveller he was destined to rise.

. Park set sail from Portsmouth on the 22nd of May, 1793,
and on the z1st of June he arnved at Jillifree, on the 1iver
Gambia. He then proceeded to Pising, in the fertile kingdom
of Yani, where he was detained five months by illness under
the hospitable roof of Dr. Laidley. As soon as the fever
abated, and he became convalescent, he tumined his attention
to the study of the Mandingo language, and at the same time
collected much valuable mformation from the native tradeis
respecting the mterior.  On the 2nd of December he again
took his departure, attended only by a few nego servanis.
On the sth he reached Medina, whete the good old king
recewved him with the same kindness and hospitality that he
had shown to Major Houghton; but eainestly exhorted him
to take warning by the fate of that adventurous traveller, and
to go no farther. TPark was nol to be thus discouraged; but
mmmediately proceeded to enterthe gicat forest which sepaiates
this country from Bondou. In two days he passed through
this dreary wilderness, and reached the district just mentioned,
which he found to be a fine open country watered: by the
Faleme. ¥e had sodn, however, to encounter some of the
difficulties which await the lonely and defenceless traveller
in a land of lawless savages. At Fatteconda, which he reached
on the 22nd of December, he was obliged to wait upon the
Almamt1, or king, who Ilqd ahieady disgraced himself by being
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a paity to the plunder of poor Houghton. Park happly
escaped a sumilar fate by taking off a handsome blue coat,
with bright yellow buttons, which was greatly admired, and
presenting 1t to his sable majesty.

Another forest of smaller dumensions intervened between
Bondou and Kajaaga, which the tiaveller crossed by moon-
light, when the deep silence of the woods was interrupted only
by the howhng of wolves and hyenas, which ghded like shadows
through the thickets. Scarcely was he airived al Joag, in
Kajaaga, when a paity from Bachers, the king, surrounded
him, and declared his goods forfeited because he had entered
the country without paying the duties, Under this pretext
he was stripped of all he had, with the exception of a few
trifling articles which he contrived to hide about his peison.
Unable to procure 2 meal, he was sitting disconsolate under
the lentang tree, when an aged female slave, aware of his
forlotn condition, gave him several handfuls of giound nuts,
and 1nstantly went away, evidently pleased with what she had
done, Qur adventurer next proceeded to Kooniakary, the
capital of Kasson, where he was well received by the king, and
forwarded to Kemmoo, the principal town of Kaarta.

The following few weeks m the eventful life of Mungo Park
were crowded with wcidents of thrilling interest, even to
epitomise which would be impossible in the limited space
assigned to this portion of our work., It must suffice, therefore,
to glance at a few of the principal of them, and to indicate
the manner in which he faied during the 1emainder of this
adventurous jomnpey. The country through which he passed
was largely peopled by negroes; but the enterprising Moors,
who were invariably rigid Mohammedans, were also numeious.
From the simple-minded negroes the traveller recerved nothing
but kindness ; but where the Moors were in power, which was
fiequently the case, he was bitterly persecuted and ill-ireated,
At Benown he was detaned a prisoner for more than a forinight,
simply to gratify the curlosity of Fatima, the favoyrite wife of
Al, the Moorish chief, who had never seen a white man o1 a
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Christian of any kind before, and was anxious {0 see “what
kind of creatures they weie” In the meantime, until her
ladyship arrived from a distance, lus supply of food was very
limited, and he was treated with the utmost indignity.  He was
made to hutton and unbutton his clothes almost perpetually, to
let the people see how white men performed this operation, as
well as to show the colour of his skin beneath ; whilst the hoys
in the street hooted hum and laughed him to scorn. He was
here also robbed and stripped of all that he possessed, with
the exception of his pocket-compass, of which s tormentors
seemed afraid, as he had told them that it always pomted to
the place where his mother lived |

Qn the other hand, when he had escaped fiom the cruel
treatment of the Moors, on this and on subsequent occasions,
the poor negroes commuserated lus sufferings and supphed his
wants according to their means. Many striking instances of
this kind arc given in the interesting nairative which has heen
published of Paik’s travels; but perhaps the most touching
was the ome which occuued in the neighbowhood of the
capital of Bambarra, when he was reduced 1o the lowest state
of destitution. Being without food o1 lodging, turning his
jaded horse loose to giaze, he was preparing, as a sccwity
from wild beasts, to climb a tiee and sleep among the branches,
when an old woman, returning from the labours of the field,
cast on him a look of compassion, and desired him to follow
her She led him to an apartment in her hut, procured a fine
fish, which she broiled for his supper, and spread a mat for him
to sleep upon ; ordeing her maidens, who had been gazing in
fixed astonishment at their guest, to resume theii tasks of
spinning cotton, which they continued to ply through a gieat
part of the mght, Meanwhile they cheered theii labours with
a song, which must have heen composed extempore, since Park,
with deep emotion, ohserved that he himself was the subject
of it. It said, in strains of affecting simphcity—* The winds
roared, and the rains fell. The poor white man, famnt and
weary, came and sat under our tree. He has no mother to
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bring him milk, no wife to grind his corn.—Clhorus - Let yg
pity the white man, no mother has he,” etc, The traveller ywag
singularly gratified by this httle incident, and next morning he
could not depart without requesting his landlady’s acceptance
of the only gift he had to bestow—namely, two of the bright
brass buttons that still remained on his waistcoat,

At length, on the z1st of July, 1796, after passing throygh
innumerable trials and hardships, Park was favoured to behgld
the grand object of his search, the river Niger, o1, as it was
there called, the Joliba or""'(—}'r—cmlér.” He had passed a
sleepless night in anticipation of this great event, but, starting
before daybreak, he had the satisfaction at eight o’clock to see
the smoke arsing from the town of Sego, on the banks of the
river, He soon afteiwards overtook some other travellers, and,
in nding through a piece of marshy ground, one of them called
out, “Geo affills” (see the water), and looking forward, “I saw,”
says he, “with infinite pleasure, the great object of my mussion,
the long-sought-for majestic Niger, ghttering to the morning sup,
as Droad as the Thames at Westminster, and fowing siowly 72 £,
eastward, 1 hastened to the bnnk, and having drunk of the
water, offered up my fervent thanks to the great Ruler of g)j
things, for having thus far crowned my endeavours with success,”

Park found Sego, the capital of Bambarra, to be a town
containing about 30,000 inhabitants, and a place of consiger.
able trade and commerce. It was divided into four parts, two
on each bank of the river, the whole being entirely under the
dominion of the Moors, who manifested considerable jealoysy
concerning the movements of the pale-faced stranger. Indeeq,
he was not peimitted to enter the city, and only saw it, with jtg
whitewashed mud houses and nuimerous mosques, at a distance,
The decision of Mansong, the ruling chief or king, conveying
this prohibition, reached the traveller after he had been waitjng
in the suburban villages for several days, hoping to be admitted
to the royal piesence, But this was not to be. e therefyre
turned his face westward, hoping to reach the coast by the
same route that he had come.
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The sufferings of our adventurer on his return journcy, he
being in a state of perfect destitution, weie appalling to con-
template ; but 1t is refreshing to find him turning his thoughts
to the special providence of God, and from this somce taking
courage when almost all hope was gone. On one occasion,
being completely exhausted, he threw limself on the ground
with the desponding feeling that after all he must perish in the
desert. At this moment a sprig of beautiful moss, 1n a state of
fructification, caught his eye, the delicate conformation of which
could not be contemplated without admiation. He then
bethought himself, “Can that Being who planted, wateied,
and hiought to petfection, mn this obscure corner of the wald,
2 thing which appears of so small importance, lock with ancon-
cein upon the situation and sufferings of creatures formed after
His own mmage?” Inspired by these just and pious reflections
he started up, went on, despite fatigue, and found deliverance
to be nearer than he had any reason to anticipate.

It 15 doubtful, however, whether Park would have succeeded
as he did on his journey westward, if it had not been for the
friendly a1d afforded him by the conductor of a slave-koffel
which he had the good fortune to fall in with. Having the
advantage of this assistance when exposed to wild beasts- and
savage men, he re-crossed the forest of Jallonka, in which he
and the caravan travelled five days without seeing a human
habitation, and reached Pisina on the Gambia 1n safety, on the
1oth of June, 1797. He was received by his friends there as
one risen from the dead; for all the traders from the wterior
had believed and repoirted that he had met with a similar fate
1o that of his predecessor, Major Houghton, and perished in
the desert. The traveller had some difficulty in reaching home
after all. No direct opportunity for England offering, he was
obliged to embark, on the 1g5th of June, 1n a vessel bound
for America, and was afterwards diiven by stress of weather
to Antigua, n the West Indies ; whence he sailed, on the 24th
of November, for England, and landed at Falmouth on the
zznd of December. He amived 1n London before dawn on
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Christmas day, and, taking a walk 1n the garden of the Buitish
Museum, he accidentally met with his brotheran-law, Mr
Dickson, who, 1n common with his other fiiends, rejoiced over
him with exceeding joy, having long since concluded he was
dead, two years having elapsed since any tidings of him had
reached England.

Soon after his return to England, Mr. Park published an
interesting nairative of s first journey, and of the discoveries
which he had made m the mienor of Africa. This was read
with avidity by all classes ; but, so fa1 from satisfying the public
curiosily, 1t only excited an eainest desire for more information
concerning a continent which had so long been involved in
mystery. The majestic Niger had been seen flowing eastward,
and an anxious wish was everywhere felt that its course mght
be traced to the sea, and that Inner Africa might be more fully
laxd open to the civilized world. With these objects m view,
Mr. Park was invited by Government to undeitake an expedition
on a larger scale than his former one, and with more ample
resources at his command, Having in the meantime mairied
the daughter of Mr. Anderson, with whom he had served his
apprenticeship as a surgeon, and having entered with some
success on the practice of his profession 1n the town of Peebles,
1t was thought by many that, content with laurels so deaily won,
he had renounced a life of peril and, adventure, . But none of
these ties could detain him when the spint of adventure was
once more aroused in his breast, and he responded to the call of
lus country to 1enew his African explorations with characteristic
ardonr and enthusiasm  His plan was to proceed direct to
Sego—not as a lonely defenceless traveller, as before, but with g
company of men armed and equipped in a manner calculated
to secure mutual defence, as well as to command respect,
wherever they tiavelled ; then to bwld a boat on the Niger and
navigate the stream throughout its entire course to the sex.

Park sailed from Portsmouth i the Crescens transport on
the 2oth of January, 1805, accompanied by Mr. Anderson, his
brotheran-law.  On the 8th of March they arrived at Cape Verd
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Islands, and on the 28th they reached Goree, There they were
joined by a Bntish officer and thirty-five soldiers, and they pro-
vided themselves, moreover, with a2 number of asses, of a heed
apparently well calculated for traversing the 1ugged hills of the
high country whence issued the infant streams which form the
source of the Gambia, Senegal, and Niger. They took with
them, also, two sailors and four artificers who had been sent
from England to join the expedition. But before all these
arrangements could be completed, a month had elapsed, and
it was then evident that the ramny season could nol be far
distant, when travelling would be both difficult and trying to
Buropean constitutions. The enterprismg traveller hoped,
however, to reach the Niger by the middle of June, when the
seasoh would be favourable for the navigation of the river, He
departed, therefore, with his hercic band, on the 4th of May,
and proceeded through Medina, along the banks of the Gambia,
on the same route he had traversed before. With so strong a
party, he was no longer dependent for protection upon the
petty kings of the countues through which he passed ; but the
natives seemng him so well provided with stores secmed to think
that he had now no clamm upon thewr hospitaty ; and they
consequently hecaine somewhat exorbitant in their demand for
presents. Indeed, at one place the women, with considetable
lahour, had emptied the wells, that they might sell the water to
the strangers to greater advantage,

Submitting quietly to these little annoyances, Park and his
party pushed on to the neighbowmhood of Satadoo, on the
banks of the Faleme. It was there that they experienced the
first tornado which marked the commencement of the 1ainy
season. This proved the “beginning of sowows,” for the
country was soon inundated, and one after another of the paity
was stricken with fever; in three days twelve men were on
the sick hst.  Seeing the strangers thus involved in difficulty,
the natives became more troublesome than before, and at
Gimba attempts were made to overpower the whole expedition
by main force, and seize all they possessed; but by metely
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presenting their muskets the assault was repelled without blood-
shed. At Maniakorra the whole population hung on their rear
for a considerable time, headed by thirty of the king’s sons, when
one man stole a fowling-piece and another an overcoat Ordeis
were now given to fire upon all depredators, and 1t was not till
severe measures had been adopted that the thieveswere dispersed.

The expedition now began to melt away m the most appalling
manner beneath the deadly influence of the chmate. Every
day added to the list of the sick or the dead, or of those who
declared themselves unable to proceed any farther Near
Bangassi four men lay down at once, and 1t was with difficulty
that Paik dragged forward his brother-in-law, Mr. Anderson,
who was suffering from extreme weakness, whilst he himself
felt very sick and famnt.  His spirits wete about to sink entirely,
when, coming to an eminence, he obtained a distant view of the
mountains, the southern base of which he knew to be washed
by the waters of the Niger.  Then indeed he forgot his troubles;
and thought only of chimbing the blue hills, the sight of which
delighted his eyes. But before he could anive at that distant
point three weeks had elapsed, duiing which he had experienced
the greatest difficulty and suffering, At length he reached the
summit of the ndge which divides the Senegal from the Joliba,
and, comimng to the biow of the hill, saw again the majestic
river rolling its immense siream along the plam below. Yet
his situation and prospects were gloomy in the extreme, com-
pared with those with which he had left the banks of the
Gambia a few weeks before. Of thnty-eight men whom he
then had with hum, there survived ounly seven, all of whom
were suffering from sevele illness, and some nearly at the last
extremity,  Still he was not discouraged; on the contrary, his
mind was full of the most sangnine hope, especially when, on
the zznd of August, he reached the rivei, and, having hired
canoes, found himself, with the remnant of his party, floating
on his favourite stteam towards Marraboo, preparatory to his
making permanent artangements for the voyage down the river
to the Atlantic Ocean,

3
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After tedious and protiacted negotiations with King Mansong,
Park and his companions succeeded in converting two large
canoes, supplied by his sable majesty, into a small schooner,
forty feet long, six broad, and drawmg only one foot of wates,
which they named the Jo/ia. Whilst these operations were
going on at Sansanding, a large town a few miles to the north
of Sego, the traveller had the misfortune to lose his brother-
in-law, Mr. Anderson, which affected him much, and elicited
from hun the following touching statement : “ No event which
took place during the journey ever threw the smallest gloom
over my mind till I lad M1 Anderson in his grave. I then
felt myself as if left a second time lonely and friendless, amid
the wilds of Africa” Although the party was now 1cduced
to five Europeans and a few negroes, the mind of Park was
remarkably firm and unshaken. He announced, in a letter to
Lord Camden, tus fixed purpose to discover the termination
pf the Niger, or to penish 11 the attempt; adding, “ Although
all the Europeans who are with me should die, and although T
myself were half dead, I would still persevere.” Tolus wife he
expressed the same determination, combined with a declaration
of the utmost confidence of success; and the commencement
of his voyage down the Niger, throngh the vast unexplored
regions of Central Africa, he called “turning his face towards
England 7 !

It was on the 17th of November, 180z, that the intrepid
traveller began his last voyage. He passed Jenne, the port
of Timbuctu, Sackatoo, and other populous towns on the banks
of the Upper Niger, as quickly as possible, the current being in
his favour; and the expedition was soon lost sight of by the
natives of those regions. After the departure of Park and hig
party {from Sansanding, nothing was heard of them m England
or in the settlements on the coast for more than a year, with
the exception of certain unpleasant rumours as to their fate
which came to hand at intervals. Alarmed by these, and
feeling a deep interest in the expedition, Governor Maxwell
of Sierra Leone employed a negro interpreter named Isaaco,
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who had formerly belonged to Park’s expedition, and who had
been sent to the Gambia with despatches fiom the Niger, to
undertake a journey of mquiry as to what had become of the
exploring party.

At Sansanding Isaaco was so fortunate as to meet with
Amidi Fatu, who had been engaged to succeed him as inter-
preter to the expedition, and who sailed with Paik and s
party down the river. According to this man’s statement, the
schooner Joliba proceeded all right till she came to the town
of Yaour, where he left her, his services having been only
engaged to that point; that the king of that place was very
angry because the English had passed his place without making
him any presents, whilst they had thus honoured persons much
inferior to him m rank and position, that to avenge the insult
the sable monarch had despatched a party of warriors to
intercept and massacre the travellers, and take possession of
their goods, before they should pass beyond his dominions
This wicked purpose Amidi declared they accomplished at a
place called Bousa, where the river is contracted to a narrow
pass, with overhanging rocks on either side, where the savages
stationed themselves, and hurled stones, spears, and other
mussiles on the unfortunate voyagers below, till they al sank
in the waves to rise no more. The substantial coriectness of
this account was verified by subsequent inquiries, and thus
ended an expedition which had excited the most sanguine
hopes in the mterests of African discovery.

SUNDRY TRAVELLERS,

Tt has been thought best to trace, without interruption, the
eventful career of Mungo Park from its promising commence-
ment to its melancholy close.  But between his first and second
journeys, another expedition was planned and sent out under
favourable auspices, which now demands our attention, as do

ﬁhers also which followed soon afterwards. In 1797 Frederic
orneman, a student of the University of Gdttingen, offered
his services to the British African Association, proposing to
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penetrate the interior of the vast continent m the guise of an
Arab, and as a professed Moslem—a species of deception not
to be commended He reached London wn the month of
May, and having been accepted, made the necessary piepara-
tions for his journey, embarked for Egypt, and anived at
Alexandria 1 September. After spending ten days there
studying the language of the Mograbin Arabs, a tribe border-
ing on the Nile, he set out for Cairo, to await the depaitwme
of the Kashan caravan, with which he pioposed to travel.
Before his departure, however, tidings airived of Buonaparte’s
landing in the countiy, when the just indignation of the natives
vented itself upon all Europeans, and among others the German
traveller was throwh mto prison. He was liberated, however,
on the victoiious entry into the capital of the Fiench com-
mander, who, besides restoring him to freedom, povided him
with money and everything necessary for the prosecution of his
Tnission,

It was the sth September, 1798, before Horneman could find
a caravan proceeding westward ; when he jowned the cne destined
for Fezzan. The tiavelleis soon passed the culuvated land of
Egypt, and entered upon a vast sandy deseit. When the
caravan halted for the night, each peison dug a hole in the
sand, gathered a few sticks, and prepared his victuals afier
the African fashion of Zowskous, soups, or puddmgs. Ten
days brought the travellers to Ummesogeir, a small casis in
the desert, with a village built upon a rock, containing about
120 inhabutants. Another day’s jowney biought them to
Siwah, a more extensive settlement; after which they entered
upon a mere dreary and desolate waste than they had seen
before, which took them sixteen days io traverse. At the
end of this period they were cheered by the appearance of
the great oasis.which constitutes the small kingdom of Fezzan,
where the arrival of the caravan was hailed with demonstrations
of joy by all classes of the community, from the sultan to the
meanest slave. FHorneman remained at Mourzouk, the capital
of Fezzan, for a long time before he met with a caravan for the
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south, and i the mnterim he took a journey to Tripoli to
forward despatches to England. After his return to Mouizouk,
and his detention for several months longer by illness, he took
his final departure for the interior on the 6th of Apul, 1800, in
company with two shereefs who had given lum assurances of
friendship and protection. His letters written previous to hig
starting were expressive of the most sanguine hopes of success.
But the lapse of two years without any further tidings of hum
threw a damp on the cheering expectations which had been
1sed wn the minds of the members of the Association and
the public generally In 1803 various repoits reached Fezzan
and Tripol to the effect that Yusuph, as Hoineman chose to
designate himself, had been seen alive at Kashan a short time
before; but from information collected by subsequent travellers,
it appeared that he succeeded in travellng mto the intenior of
Afnca as far as Nyffe, on the Nige, where he fell a victim, not
to any hostility on the part of the natives, as was at first feared,
but to disease induced by the trying character of the climate.

The next person engaged as an African traveller by the
British Association was Mr, Nicholls, who, 1 1804, 1epared
to Calabar, in the Gulf of Benin, with the view of penetrating
into the interior of Africa by this route, which appeared shorter
than any other ; but without any idea of the Niger having its
principal outlets in that neighbourhood, which was afterwards
proved to be the case. IHe was well received by the chiefs on
the coast ; but he could not gain from them much nformation
about the newghboulng rivers, or the character of the country
inland. Unfortunately, of all the sickly climates of Afnica, that
of the Gulf of Benin 1s about the worst, and before he had
fairly commenced his journey, poor Nicholls fell a victum to
the epidemic fever so prevalent on the coast in the rainy
season. He died before he had proceeded many miles on
his mtended journey.

Shoitly after this another German, named Roentgen, recom-#
mended to the Association by Professor Blumenbach, undertook
to penetrate to the interior of Africa by way of Morocco, Like
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Horneman, he made himself master of Arabic, and proposed
to pass through the country as a Mohammedan. He set out
in 1809 ; and, having arrved at Mogadore, he hired two guides
and proceeded to join the Soudan caravan, but his career was
short indeed, for his body was soon afterwards found not far
from the place whence he started. No information could ever
be obtained with regard to the particulars of his death, though
it was conjectured, with too much probability, that he had been
murdered for the sake of his property

The next account of African exploration was furnished by a
man named Adams, a sailor, who was said to have been wrecked
with several others on board an American vessel which struck
on the rocky coast of the great Sahara, on the rtth of October,
1810, The men who swam on shore were soon after daylight
attacked by a band of Moors. The captain, who offered violent
resistance, was killed, but the crew were taken prisoners and
dinided among the barbaiians. Adams, one of the mariners,
according to his own statement, was carried to the border of
Bambarra, where the Mussulmen, his masters, who by their
practice of slave-stealing had roused the hostility of the negroes,
wete surprised, made captive, and, after four days’ confinement,
marched to Timbuctu, Adams says that his fierce companions,
on being presented to the king, were thrown into prison; but
he himself being regarded as a curiosity, fiom the circumstance
of his bemng a white man, was retained in the palace, where he
became a favourite with the queen, who used to sit gazing at
him for hours together. ¥e had been at Timbuctu about six
months, well treated and even caressed, when a party of Moorish
traders arrived, who ransomed their countiymen and Adams
along with them.

The caravan which Adams and his associates jomed on leaving
Timbuctu travelled towards Moroceo; and, aftet a weaty journey
of forty-two days across the sandy desert, during which they
suffered much from extreme heat and want of water, they came
to Wedinoon, where the American met with some of his ship-
mates, who, together with himself, were ransomed from the
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Moors and liberated by the kind and humane interposition of
M Dupuis, the British consul at Mogadore, Adams proceeded
thence to London, with a view of obtaining a passage to America,
and was found in the streets of the metropolis by a gentleman
who took a deep interest n African affans, and who commu-
nicated the circumstance to the secretary of the Association.
Adams was then strictly examined, and his statement taken
down in writing, and M Dupuis, the consul, who happened
to be in England, confirmed the general facts of lus shipwreck
and captivity, Allowing for lapse of memory, and perhaps a
little exaggeration, the nanative of this adventare was admitted
to be substantially accurate m 1ts main features, and to have
added something to the knowledge previously possessed of the
interior of Africa.

Another contribution of a similar kind was made some time
afterwards by Mr. James Riley, supercargo of the Awmetican
brig Commerce, which was wrecked near Cape Bojador, when
on a voyage from Gibraltal to Cape Verd Islands. The crew
escaped safe to shore when the vessel ran aground; but, on
landing, they were assailed by a band of armed natives, whose
appearance mndicated the utmost degree of poverty and ferocity.
They began forthwith an indiscriminate plunder of the wieck,
which was near to the shore—emptying trunks, boxes, and
casks, cutting up beds, and amusing themselves with seeing
the feathers flymg before the wind. The sailors 1n the mean-
time were endeavouring to patch up the long boat as a means
of escape. In this they at length pushed out to sea, but were
soon obliged to land again, when they fell into the hands of
another band of savage Moors, who took them captives, divided
their hiving booty among them, and proceeded on then journey.

The sufferings of Riley were so great that he almost regretted
the life he had saved, till he met with S1di Hamet, a respectable
caravan merchant, who offered to purchase him, and who,
i bargaining for his person, showed much sympathy for his
unhappy situation, and undertook to conduct hun to Mogadore
provided he were made sure of a good ransom. The American
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encouraged him 1n the hope of this, and had soon the satisfaction
of seeing two blankets, a cotton robe, and a bundle of ostrich-
feathers, pad down as the stipulated price. He prevailed upon
the Mussulman to purchase his companions also, after which
they set out together to cioss the desert with their master and
deliverer. They had a very pamful journey to perform, riding
with the utmost rapidity on the naked backs of camels over
hills of loose sand, whilst the air was filled with flying particles
of the same substance. Not trusting entirely to the professed
generosity of his Mussulman master, Riley, having an oppor-
tunity of communicating with Morocco, piocured a reed for a
pen, and some black substance to serve as ink, wrote a pathetic
representation of himself and his companions, and addressed
it “to the consuls or to any Chnstians” who nught happen to
be at Mogadore. After eight days of dreadful suspense a letter
arnved, which proved to be from Mr. Willshue, the English
consul, couched 1n the most sympathizing terms, and assuring
the sufferers that a ransom would be provided, This promise
was faithfully performed, and the supercargo and his com-
panions, on reaching the capital of Morocco, met with a hearty
welcome at the Brtish consulate, and were soon restored to
Tiberty and to their friends.

Although Riley saw little of the interior of Africa beyond
the dreary desert in which he travelled, he collected a good
deal of information from Sidi Hamet, who professed to have
been to Wassanah, Timbuctu, and other populous towns on the
banks of the Niger, which he described with great minuteness.
The information thus obtained was duly noted down, and com-
municated to the secretary of the African Associapion for future
guidance.

Tuckey AND PEDDIE

The melancholy fate of Mungo Park and the other adventu-
rous travellers, who fell in the cause of Afiican discovery at an
early peniod of the enterprise, did not damp the ardent desire
of the British public for still further information concerning the
interior of the great continent.  As a strong impression existed
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in many minds that, on further examunation, the rivers Congo
and Niger would prove 1dentical, two large and important expe-
ditions werc planned under the auspices of Goveinment, which
were intended to decide this question. One was to ascend the
Congo, and the other was to descend the Niger, with the hope
of a triumphant meeting 1n the inteitor., The Congo expedition
was entrusted to Captam Tuckey, an officer of distinguished
merit and varied service. He was accompanied by a crew of
about fifty men, including mannes and mechanics, together with
a botanist, a geologist, a zoologist, and a gardener. They sailed
from Deptford on the 16th of February, 1816, and reached
Malemba, on the western coast of Africa, on the 3oth of June.
A few days’ further sailing brought the English into the channel
of the Congo, which, to their great disappointment, instead of

exhbiting the 1mmense size they had been taught to expect,

scarcely appeared a 1iver of the second class The stream, it
is tine, was then at the lowest, and the depth bemg still more
than 150 fathoms, 1t was 1mpossible to estimate the mass of
water it might convey to the ocean. The banks were swampy
and overgrown with mangrove trees, and the deep silence and
sohtude of these extensive forests made a profound impression
on the minds of the travellers

After saiing between ndges of high iocky hills for several
miles, the expedition came to Yellala, or the Great Cataract, the
magmtude of which fell far below their expectations. VYet this
obstruction rendered it quite impossible for hoats o pass
upwards, nor could they be carried across the deep ravines by
which the country was here mteisected. The exploreis were
therefore obhiged to proceed by land through this difficult and
rugged region, which, without a guide, was a work attended
with overwhelming toll. At length the country improved and
became more level and open, whilst the river was wider, and
the obstacles to its navigation gradually disappeared. But just
as the enterprise began to assume a prosperous and promising
aspect, mdicatons of 1its fatal termination manifested them-
selves. The health of the party began gradually to give way
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under the effects of fatigue from over-exertion, as well as from
the mabgnant influence of an atmosphere at once moist and
burning. Messrs, Tudor, Cranch, Galwey, and Smith were
successively obliged to return to the ship, and Captain Tuckey,
after strugghng for some time against the incieasing pressure
of disease and exhaustion, as well as the accumulating difficul-
ties of the expedition, saw the necessity of putting a stop to
its farther progress. On rejoining the vessel, the commander
witnessed a heartrending scene. The four scientific gentlemen
just mentioned wete no more, having, one after another,
succumbed to the fever of the country; and most of the crew
were so ill as to be quite unfit for service. On the 4th of
October Captain Tuckey himself added one mote to the number
of the dead, and the enterprise was forthwith 1elinquished.
Meanwhile the other expedition, under Major Pe_ggmhose
instructions led him to strike across the country, and, if posstble,
to descend the Niger, aruved at the mouth of the Sencgal.
Instead of the beaten track along the banks of that river, ot of
the Gambia, he preferred a new route through the country of
the Foulahs, which appeared shorter and 1n other respecls more
ehgible. On the 17th of November, 1816, he sailed from the
Senegal, and on the r4th of December the paity, consisting of
100 men and 200 ammals, landed at Kakundy, on the Rio
Nunez ; but before they could begin their march inland, the
Major was attacked with fever and died  Captain Campbell,
on whom the command now devolved, proceeded n the line
proposed till he arived at a small river called the Panietta, on
the frontier of the Foulah territory. By this time many of the
beasts of bwden had perished, and great difficulty was found
in obtaiming a sufficient quantity of provislons for the men.
At length thejr circumstances became such as to place them
under the absolute necessity of returning; and, all their anmimals
being dead, they were obliged to hire natives to carry their
baggage,—an expedient which gave occasion to much pillage.
They reached Kakundy with the loss only of Mr. Kumme,
the naturalist, on the way; but Captain Campbell, overcome
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by sickness and fatigue, died two days afterwards, on the r3th
of February, 1817. The superintendence of the enterprise was
then transferred to Lieutenant Stokoe, a spirited young naval
officer, who had jomned the expedition as a volunteer He
formed a new scheme for proceeding into the interior, but
unhappily, before anything further could be done, he also sank
under the effects of the chmate, and the underlaking was
abandoned.

GravY anp Lamvec.

The sentence of death now seemed pronounced against alf
who should attempt to penetrate the Aftican continent; and
yet there were some daring spirits who did not shrink from the
undertaking. Captain Gaay, of the Royal African Corps, who
had accompanied the expedition the fate of which has just been
nairated, undertook, m the year 1818, to perform a journcy Lo
the interior along the more frequented banks of the Gambia.
He arnved without any obstacle at Boolibani, the capital of
Bondou, on the 2oth of June. There he remained for eleven
months ; and although anxious to go on, through the jealousy
of the sable monarch e was not permutted to pioceed any
farther in that direction. With some difficulty he i1eached
Gallam, where he met Staff-surgeon Dockard, who had gone
forward to Sego, to ask permission to pass through Bam-
barra,—a request which had also been evaded The whole
paity then returned to the Senegal, and the undertaking was
relinquished.

In 1821 Major Lang was sent on a mussion from Sierra
Leone, through the Timannce, Kooranko, and Scolima coun-
tries, with the view of making commercial arrangements with
the native chiefs, in the interests of the colony. Onthis journey
he collected information which led hin to believe that the
source of the Niger lay much farther to the south than Park
had supposed. At Falaba he was assured that 1t might have
been 1eached 1n three days, had not the Kissi nation, in whose
territory 1t was situated, been at war with the Soolimanas, with
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whom the Major then resided. He was inchned to fix the

source of the great river a very little above the ninth degree
of north latitude.

RiTcHIE AND LYON.

Through the judicious conduct of Mr. Warrington, the
British consul of Titpoli, the Bashaw was induced to cultivate
the friendship of the British Government; and, as he held
constant communication with Bornou and other populous states
1n the interior of Africa thraugh his tributary kingdom of Fezzan,
1t was thought a favourable opportumty to try once morc an
exploratory expedition i that direction, Encouraged by the
British Government and the African Association, Mr. Ritchie,
a young man of scientific acquirements and zeal for discovery,
undertook the direction of a new adventure. He was accom-
panied by Lieutenant Lyon, who, as a naval officer, was expected
to be useful in navigating the Niger, if they should succeed in
reaching that river, These gentlemen were well received at
Tupoli, and set out on the z2nd of March, 1819, for Fezzan,
with Mukni, the sultan, who gave them the most solemn
assurances of protection. This chief, however, was a 1uffian
who had made lus way to power by the massacre of the late
soverelgn, and was at that time extensively engaged in the
accursed slave trade. Under a guardianship so inauspicious,
the travellers could hardly expect that support of which they
stood in need, and they soon found themselves involved in
trouble.

Mourzouk, the capital of Fezzan, proved extremely unhealthy,
being intensely hot and surrounded by poels of stagnant water,
which rendered even the natives hable to fever.and ague. The
menibers of the expedition soon felt its effects, Lieutenant Lyon
being seized with dysentery, and Mr Ritchie with bilious fever,
under which they langwshed during the whole summer At
the same time they suffered from other causes The treacherous
Mukni not only withheld all aid, but he studiously prevented
others from giving them assistance. At length Mr Ritchue,
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the chief of the mission, overwhelmed with disease and anxietys
died on the zoth of November, 1819, after which Mr. Lyon
found himself without the means of penetrating farther than
to the southern frontter of Fezzan. With such infoimation as
he was able to collect he returned to England, and the enter-
prise came to an end.

Dengam AND CLAPPERTON.

The misfortunes which had befallen previous expeditions did
not deter the Butish Government and the friends of the negio
race from making fwither efforts to explore the interior of Afiica.
The friendly feeling which cxisted between the English and
the court of Titpoli, thiough the countinued kindly wnfluence
of Mr Warrington, the British consul there, suggested the idea
of another attempt in that directton; and Major Denham,
Lieutenant Clapperton, and Dr. Qudney weie engaged for the
setvice  Without delay they embarked for Tripoli, where they
arrnved on the 18th of November, 1821. They weie imme-
diately introduced to the Bashaw or reignming monaich, who
received them very graciously; and, fortified with recommen-
dations to the sultan of Fezzan, they entered upon their long
and dreary pilgrimage to Mowzouk, where they arnved on the
8th of April, 1822, This prince received them with affability,
but gave himself very bttle trouble in making provision for the
prosecution of their journey, as they had been led to expect
he would do. He even intumated his intention of wsiting
Tripoly, and the necessity of their remaining stationary till his
return  This airangement was most disheartening to the trave'
lers ; nor did they know what reliance to place in the sincenty
of Boo Khalloom, a great merchant who had invited them to
accompany him with an expedition which he was preparing for
Soudan.

After a visit of the parties just mentioned to Tupoli, on the
3olh of Octlober they retutned to Mourzouk, when the Major
was much concerned to find both Lisutenant Clapperton and
Dr. Oudney prostrate with sickness ; one suffering from ague
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and fever which had confined him to his bed for fifteen days,
and the other from a severe attack m the chest.  Invalids so
severely afflicted were not vay fit to begin a long and laborious
journey actoss the desert, but their mdour was extieme, and,
imagining that a change of air would be beneficial, they resolved
to proceed. On the 2gth of November the caravan started off,
escorted by nearly every inhabitant of Mourzouk who could
hire or borrow a horse. The expedition, besides the Enghsgh,
compuised 210 Arabs, ranged m tens and twenties under different
chiefs The caravan arrived 1o due time at Traghan, a small
town containing o carpet manufactory. Leaving this station,
they were soon 1n the heart of the desert, where they passed
whole days without seeing a living thing, even a bird or an
insect, that did not belong to their own company. After a fort-
might thus spent 1 the deseit, the expedition saw symptoms of
a return to the region of life. Scatlered spots of thin heibage
appeared ; little valleys watered by springs were filled with the
shrub called swag, on which piew delicate benies ; small herds
of gazelles fed in these retreals; even the droves of hiyenas
which were occasionally seen indicated the revival of animal
nature. As they advanced the dales became more gay and
verdant, and after passing through varied scenes, both pleasing
and painful, they entered Kanem, the most northern province
of Barnou, and soon afterwards arrived at Lari, a town of 2,000
mhabitants.

Thus place formed a remarkable stage in their progress; for
from the rising ground in front of it was seen the boundless
expanse of the gieat interior sea of this part of Africa, Lake
Tchad, “glowing withthe golden rays of the sun.” The caravan
now marched along the shores of the lake, and arrived in
two days at Woodie, a Jarge town, the first which was found
thoroughly negro, A halt was made here till messengers were
sent to the sheik of Bornou to obtain permission to proceed.
After five days an invitation arnved from the sheik to visit him
at Kouka, his capital ; and on entering that place the expedition
was escorted by some thousands of horsemen, whom they found
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drawn up m line, as far as the eye could reach, awaiting their
approach, On bemg admitted into the royal presence, the
travellers found the sheik quetly seated on a carpet, plainly
dressed, in a small dark room, ornamented solely with guns
and pistols, which he had receved as piesents from crowned
heads, and which he esteemed the most rare and precious of
decorations. He appeared about forty-five yems of age, and
his counienance was pleasing and expressive. After gomng
through the usual ceremonies which the etiquette of the country
required, the travellers withdrew, and the next day Major
Denham waited again on the sheik, and delivered his pesents,
which consisted of a double-barrelled gun and two pistols, with
powder-flask and shot cases complete ; also several fine cloths,
spices, and porcelain,  These articles seemed to give general
satisfaction. The arms were examined with much interest,
whilst the other things were carried off by the slaves, as a
matter of course. The Major frequently visited the sheik
afterwards, and one day he took with him a musical box, with
which his royal nghness was so pleased that his visitor made
him a present of it.

Denham and Clapperton spent two years in this part of the
interior ; the former travelling chiefly in Bornou, and the latter
in Houssa These eminent explorers visited Mandara, Loggun,
Katagum, Murmur, Sansan, Kano, Sackatoo, and other large
towns, cities, and centres of population, and their descuptions
of the country, people, markets, amusements, and other scenes
which they witnessed, are both amusing and interesting, We
confess, however, that we should have followed them 1n their
journeyings with greater pleasure 1f they had not joined several
native warlike expeditions in their savage attacks on peaceful
villages to carry off the hapless inhabitants as slaves, In one of
which Boo Khalloom and many others were killed. Their plea,
of course, was that they wished to see more of the country and
the manners of the people; but we venture to think that some
of therr proceedings were scarcely justifiable on any ground.
Having viewed the Niger angd several of its most important
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tributaries, and collected much valuable infoimation, the travel-
lers would gladly have pushed their way through to the western
coast, with the hope of solving the gieat problem as to the
termination of the Niger, but this they were not able to do,
in consequence of the unsettled state of the country in that
direction, and the decided objection of the sheik of Bornou
to aid them in their project. Denham and Clappeiton there-
fore recrossed the desert and returned to England 272 Tripoli,
having buied poor Dr. Qudney, who died of consumption in
Houssa. They arrived at Tripoh in Januaty, 1825, and thence
embarked for Leghoin ; but, bewng detained by contraty winds
and quarantine regulations, they did not 1each London till the
month of June, .

Difficulties having presented themselves in the way of reaching
the western coast of Africa from the interior, 11 was resolved to
make one more effort to penetiate the mterior from ihe west
coast ; and Clappeiton, having been applauded for the courage
and persevetance which he displayed in his first journey, and
promoted to the rank of captain, nobly offered to conduct o
new expedition on this route. Captain Clappeiton had associaled
with him in this mission, in addition (o his attached servaui
Richard Lander, Capiain Pearce, an excellent draughtsman, and
Mr, Morrison, a surgeon of some experience, whose skill, it was
thought, might be of great service in contributing to the health
of the whaole expedition. The party reached the coast towards
the end of 1825, and were advised by Mr., Houtson, an mntelligent
and experienced resident there, not to follow the course of the
riyer—a circuitous track, covered with pestilential swamps and
jungle—but to take the route across the country fiom Badagry,
as the most direct an\ﬂmmodious, and that by which, in fact,
almost all the caravans from Houssa came down to the shores
of the Atlantic. They accordingly left that place on the yth of
December; but they had not proceeded far before Morrison
and Pearce were attacked with bilious fever, and Clapperton
with fits of ague, induced by sleeping on the damp ground n
the open air. They pushed on, however, till the z2nd, when
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the chief of the expedition, seemg the illness of lus two com-
panions increase, urged them either to remam behind or retuin
t> Badagry. They persisted m proceeding, however, but next
day Mr. Morrison, who could struggle on na longer, departed
for the coast, and died before he reached it. Captamn Pearce
persevered, till, sinking on the road, he also breathed his last,
on the evening of the z9th. The sutvivor was thus left to
pursue his journey in sorrow and sadness, with his farthful
servant Richard Lander, and Pascoe, an African whom he had
hired at Badagry, as his only companions.

After a journey of sixty miles the travellers entered the
kingdom of Yoruba, the capital of which was Eyeo. This
country had long been considered the most populous, powerful,
and flounshing of any in Western Africa, holding even Dahomey
in vassalage. Clapperton found it fully to answer this descrip-
* tion; and observed, moreaver, that the fields were everywhere
cleared and extensively cultivated with Indian corn, mllet,
yams, and cotton. The tiavellers had now to cross a range of
hills about eighty mules broad, said to reach the whole way
from behind Ashanti to Benin. Harving descended to the plain,
they passed through a number of other towns to Tshow, where
a caboceer arrived, with a numerous tram, from the king of
Yoruba, to conduct them to his royal residence. Next morning
they set out with an mmposing escort of bowmen on foot, and
of horsemen il mounted but active, dressed m the most
grotesque manner, and covered with charms. From the brow
of a hill Eyeo, the great capital, fifteen miles in arcumference,
opened to the view, on the opposite side of a vast plain bordered
by a ridge of granite hills and surrounded by a bnilliant belt of
verdure,

The entry of Clapperton into Eyeo, and his introduction to
the king of Yoruba, were attended with the barbaric pomp and
splendour usual on such occasions in Africa. The English
were well treated by his sable majesty and his subjects; and
here, as at other places, he observed the pgreat difference
between the rule of the simple negroes and that of the despotic

4
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Moots. Having witnessed many exciting scenes in Eyeo, with
the consent of the king Clappeiton proceeded onward through
various smaller places till he came to Kiama, the capital of a
district of the same nhme, and contaming 30,000 inhabitants.
Kiama, Wawa, Niki, and Boussa are described by our tiavelles
as provinces of the kingdom of Borgoo; but they each possess
a kind of local government of thewr own. On his way Lo Comie
Clapperton wisited Boussa, the scene of Park’s melancholy
death ; and, from information which he collected on the spot
1t appears that the report of Amids Fatouma as given in another
place was substantially correct. The party next passed through
Kotongkora and Guari to Zegzeg, a Fellata country, the capital
of which is Zana., Setting out fiom Zana, Clapperton soon
redched his old quarteis at Kano; but he unfortunately found
that city m a state of dreadful agitation in consequence of
war which raged on evety side. At the sultan’s suggestion he
therefore repaired to Sackatoo, which was the last place he
was permitted to visit. Here his health and constitution gave
way ; and having lingered for some time, during which he was
confined to his bed by dysentery, he peacefully passed away
in the presence of his fanthful servant and companion Richard
Lander, who had nursed him dwing his illness with the most
filial tenderness.

On the death of Captain Clapperton Richard Lander had a
mind to push forward the object of the expedition single-handed
as he was; but he met with obstacles at every turn, and the
country through which he wished to pass being mvolved in war,
he was obliged to retrace his steps to the coast. He reached
Badagry on the z21st of November, 1827 ; but being detained
for some time there and at Cape Coast, he did not reach
England with Clappertow’s papers till the 3oth of April, 1828,

V/ﬁAING AND CAILLIE </
About the time that Clapperton proceeded on his second
journey, Major Laing, who had distingwished himself in the
Ashanti war, and in the shoit excursion aheady mentioned
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towards the source of the Niger, undertook to penetrate to
Timbuctu by way of Tripolt, He set out under the piotection
of Shetk Babom, who professed to have resided twenty-two
years at Timbuctu, and was now governor of Ghadamis; but
in the midst of the desert, sixteen days after leaving Tuat, a
band of ferocious Tuaricks surprised the cgfila while the Major
was in bed ; and having inflicted twenty-four wounds, eight of
them with a sabre, left him for dead. Through the care of
his companions, however, he made 2 surprising recovery,
numerous portions of bone having been extracted from his head
and temples. After some further delays he reached Timbuctu
on the 18th of Angust, 1826, and remained there more than a
month, Several letlers were received from him dated from
that celebrated city, which he described as in the main answer-
g his expectations, Lamg was at length obliged to leave
Timbuctu rather hastily, having learned that certain bigoted
Mussulmen were plotting to take away his life; and yet in
attempting to save his life he lost it. Having made an arrange-
ment with Barbooshi, a noted Moorish merchant, to accompany
and protect him in the route by Sego to the coast, his course
came to a melancholy end. Thiee days after leaving Timbusty,
and when in the heart of the desert, that miscreant, instigated
by avarice, murdered in the mght-time the poo: lonely white
man whom he had undertaken to protect, and took possession
of all his effects. Thus perished brave Major Laing, after having
devoted so many years of his life to African discavery.
Another jouiney was now announced as having been taken
by M Caillié, an enterprising Frenchman, According to his
own statement—the accuracy of which, however, some affected
to doubt—he visited Senegal twice, and afterwards, taking s
departure from Sierra Leone, had set out with a small caravan
of Mandingoes and travelled through Kakundy, Foota Jallo,
Teembu, Laby, Kankan, and right away to Timbuctu. There
he spent two or three weeks; but his account of the great
aity 15 very defective. He describes it as entirely supported by
commetce, and as having a population of about 12,000, chiefly
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ncgroes. He set out on his return journey in company with a
caravan of 1zo camels, laden with the productions of Soudan
and he had now the prospect of crossing a desert of ten days’
extent, in which there was scarcely a blade of grass or a drop
of water. In reference to this he says - * Before us appeared a
horizon without bounds, 1n which our eyes distinguished only
anh immense plain of burning sand, enveloped by a sky on fire.
At this spectacle the camels raised long cries, and the poor
slaves mournfolly hifted their eyes to heaven.”

During many weary marches Caillié suffered much from the
scarcity of water and the insults of his companions. El Diah,
on the frontier of Morocco, was the first inhabited disinct
reached by the caravan, but 1t was very poor and infested with
robbers. Turmng somecwhat to the eastward, they passed
through the fine country of Tafilet, covered with noble woods
of date-trees, and producing a valuable breed of sheep, After
undergomg the labour of crossing a 1ugged defile of Mount
Atlas, they proceeded to Fezzan, whence the adventurer found
his way, though in a somewhat poor plight, to Tangier. He
arrived there on the 18th of August, 1828, and M. Delaporre,
the vice-consul, recewved him kindly, and forwarded hm to
France, where he published a narrative of lus travels for the
edificatiéon of his countrymen,
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CHAPTER IL
RECENT ADVENTURE AND DISCOVERY.

Richard and John Lander—Laird and Oldfield—Coulthurst and Davidson—
Niger Expedition—Baith, Kiapf and Rebmann—Burton and Speke—
Speke, Grant and Baker—Dr, Livingstone—Stanley and Cameron,

T was generally admitted, at the time, that the published
narratives of the journeys of Park, Denham, Clapperton,

and other adventuters, had added much to the knowledge
previously possessed of the interior of Africa. These enter
prising travellers had explored numerous kingdoms and terri-
tories lying between the Mediterranean and the Gulf of Benin,
scarcely known to exist beforc, they had discovered and
described new mountains, lakes, and rivers; vet the course
and termination of the Niger remained wrapped in mystery
nearly as deep as ever. Its stream had been traced very little
lower than Boussa, the point which Park had reached, and
where his carcer was brought to a fatal’termumation. Al
below was involved in uncertainty, and pgeographers and
scientific men generally were extremely anxious to have the
problem of the further course and termination of the majestic
rver solved. Among those who had experience ‘in such
matters, no one appeared so fitted to head another expedition
for the accomplichment of the desired object as Richard
Lander, who had acqutled himself so well as the faithful
servant and compamon of the lamented Clapperton, Nor
was he himself reluctant to undertake the task. Having
offered lus services, he was engaged accordmngly, on very
economical terms ; and, together with his brother John, whom
he particularly wished to have associated with him in the
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enterprise, he made preparations for the adventwious under-
taking,
RICHARD AND JOHN LANDER.

The two brothers sailed from Portsmouth on the gth of
January, 1830, and arrved at Cape Coast on the 22nd of
February, where they met with much kindness and hospitality
from all classes of the communily, as they did also at Anamaboe,
where they called 5o00on afterwards. Having engaged the
services of the faithful negro Pascoe, who accompanied the
former expedition, they proceeded on their journey, calling
at Accra on their voyage along the coast, and arriving al
Badagry on the z2nd of March, At the place last named
the travellers were much annoyed by the crowds of natives,
who made the most noisy pretensions of their regard, hoping
to obtain presents, or al least a glass o1 two of rum. The
situation of Badagry 1s described as in a fertile plain, watered
by a broad river, resembling a still and beautiful lake., The
soil, composed of loam or clay, covered with a fine whitish
sand, 15 exceedingly productive, especially in yams, Indian
corn, and fruts, while fish is abundantly supplicd from the
neighbouring stream,

In proceeding to Eyeo, the capital of Yoruba, the party
followed the route formerly pursued by Clapperton, with a
few slight variations, which did not bring them inte contact
with any new places of importance, except Bohoo, an extensive
city which is described as being situated in the midst of as
fine a country as the best parts of England, The travellers
were well received at Eyeo, the king expressing a readiness
to promote the success of their enterprise by every means in
his power. Lander had been directed to proceed by the
shortest route to the Niger, which is distant only about forty
miles from this town; but, difficulties presenting themselves,
he decided to go by way of Youri, which involved a circuit
of more than 300 miles: this was a disadvantage in some
respects, although additional facilities were thus afforded far
szeing the country and the people.
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Having left Eyeo, the expedition pas’sed through the large
frontier town of Keeshee, after which they found themselves
in a region altogether different from the level and fertile plain
over which they had hitherto journeyed, The surface became
abrupt and rugged, and covered with vast forests, through which
ranged the lion, the leopard, and other fierce and destructive
ammals, The country was moreover infested with robbers,
who made repeated attempts to plunder the travellers. In
the midst of this wild region the passage of the small rivulet
of Moussa brought them into Kiama, a territory which duffers
completely from Yoruba, both m its aspect and population.
The king of this place gave them a good reception in his
palace, or rather hut, on the floor of which arms were piled ;
while the walls were adorned with portraits of George IV,
the Duke of York, the Duke of Wellington, and Lord Nelson
Although the king managed to detain the travellers longer
than they desired, he made no actual opposition to their
journey ; but persuaded them not to proceed through Wawa,
with whose chief he was then at war.

Acting upon the counsel given by the king of Kiama, which
appeared to be judicious, the travellers proceeded over a hily
country, and through the towns of Kakafungi, Coobly, and
Zalee; till, on the 17th of June, they arrived at Boussa, the
scene of Park’s sad disaster. They were immediately intro-
duced to the king, and to the sidik: or queen, from both of
whom they experienced the most cordial reception. Theur
majesties even professed to have been weeping m the mormning
over the death of Captain Clapperton, though their eyes bore
no symptoms of this sorrowful occupation. Next day the
lustrous pawr were delighted beyond measure by bewg pre-
sented with a looking-glass, They afterwards waited wpon
the travellers in very humble attire, and without the least
ceremony, Some regret was at first expressed that no coral
was included among their presents; but a few plated buttons,
newly cleaned, soon engrossed their attention, and gawve rise
to a long and eager struggle who should have the prettiest.
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The king secured the lmgest and best, yet contrived to per
suade the queen to be content with what fell to her lot.  “The
royal couple were like two great childien ”

From Boussa the Landers proceeded up the river to Youuy,
to make preparation f5r their downward voyage. Before finally
leaving Boussa the travellets made one more effort to recover
papers and effects belonging to the lamented Mungo Park, but
without much success. It was found, however, that the sultan
possessed a rich crimson damask tobe or cloak, embroidered
with gold lace, which he said was puichased by his predecessor
from a white man, at a period very nearly corresponding with
the date of Paik’s last journey, and there was 1eason to think
that 1t had actually belonged to lum. Having expressed a
strong desire to possess it, the tiavellers were fortunate enough
to receive this beautiful tobe as a present; but, as will be seen
in the course of our natrative, subsequent events prevented
therr bringing it to England. They made searching inquiry
for papeis and books, hoping to recover Park’s journal, and at
one time their expectations were 1aised to a high pitch, as
they heard of a poor man who possessed a large volumie ; hut
when it was brought it proved to he an obsolete nautical
publication of the last century. Among the leaves, however,
was found an invitation card addressed to Mr, Park by a
friend in the Strand, which showed that the book had belonged
to him  Thus all hope of obtaining any more impoitant relics
of the great explorer vanished

On the zoth of September the travellers took a friendly leave
of their majesties of Boussa, and resumed their voyage down
the mighty Niger. Their canoe arnangements were very defec-
tive at fist, but they obtained more suitable vessels in exchange
for those they possessed as they had opportunity. The jncidents
of the voyage, which occupied about two months, were of
varied interest. Being unprovided with the necessary instru-
ments, and possessing but very limited scientific knowledge,
the explorers were unable to fix the geographical position of
prominent places, but they give a veiy sensible and 1nteresting
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account of what they saw. They found the river to vary in
width from one to three miles, and in some places it ovetflowed
the low lands, assuming the appearance of vast lakes or inland
seas. It was, moreover, bestudded with a number of beautiful
verdant 1slands of varied sizes and shapes, some of which wete
mnhabited and apparently well cultivated. They observed, as
they sailed along, the entrance of numerous tributaries into the
main stream, the largest of which was the Tchadda. The shore
on each bank was in some places barren, mountainous, and
1ugged, and in others level and fertile. They noted the names
of numerous large towns and peoples with whom they came
in contact,—as Layaba, Bajiebo, Belee, Rabba, Zagosh, Egga,
Kacunda, and others. When they heard of a town with a bad
name they contrived to pass it in the night, and so avoided, as
much as possible, intercourse with savage and wailike peoples,
only going on shore where they thought they could do so with
impunity.

On the whole, however, our adventurers found the natives
well disposed til they came near the coast, when they observed
a great difference in their manners and bearing, In the lower
regions, where they had been brought into contact with the
slavers, they became more insolent mn thewr demands for
presents, and at length the travellers were involved in difficulty
and trouble. One instance of a narrow escape from danger
and death may be given as a specimen. They had sailed from
Kacunda, their last halting-place, a distance of about seventy
or eighty miles, when feeling fatigued, and their apprehensions
of danger bemyg lulled, they landed. On a cleared spot, seem-
ingly laid out for a market or far, they began to erect an
awning, with the view of taking some repose. But news was
soon brought that some of thelr men, stiaggling o search of
firewood, had lighted upon a wilage, where they found only
females and children; who, struck with alarm, ran into the
fields to warn the men of the arrival of strangers, Suddenly
one of the native sailors called aloud, “War 1s coming oh, war
15 commg!” Starting up, they beheld a large party of men
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almost naked, running in a very irregular mannei, and with
uncouth gestures, towards the little encampment, They were
all variously armed with muskets, bows and arrows, cutlasses,
knives, barbs, long spears, and other instruments of destruction.
Very uneasy sensations were produced by the sight of this band
of wild men, with their ferocious looks and hostile appearance,
They advanced rapidly in such numbers as to afford scarcely
any hope of a successful conflict. It was therefore deteimined
to approach and accost them in a pacific manner,

The sequel will be best given n the words of the narrator:—
“Throwing down our pistols, which we had snatched up in the
first moment of surprise,” says Richard Lander, # my brother
and I walked very composedly, and unarmed, towards ihe chuef,
As we approached lum, we made all the signs and motions we
could with our arms, to deter hum and his people from fing
upon us. Mis quiver was dangling at his side, his bow was
bent, and an arrow which was pointed at us already trembled
on the string, when we were within a few yards of his person.
This was 2 highly critical moment,—the next might be our last,
But the hand of Providence averted, the blow; for just as the
chief was about to pull the fatal cord, a man that was nearest
to him rushed forward and stayed his arm; all of them trembled
like aspen leaves ; the chief looked up full in our faces, kneel-
ing on the ground ; light seemed to flash from his dak rolling
eyes, lus body was convulsed all over, as though he were en-
during the utmost torture ; and with a tremulous yet undefinable
expression of countenance he dropped s head, eagerly grasped
our proffered hands, and burst into tears. This was a sign of
friendship ; harmony followed, and war and bloodshed were
thought of no more. Peace and friendship now reigned
among us.”

Thankful for this merciful deliverance, the adventurous
voyagers pursued their way down the stream ; but it was not
long before they were involved in still greater trouble, 1In the
coursé of a few days they thought they perceived the influence
of the tide affecting theix progress. The periodical rise and
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fall of the water in the river, which became more and more
apparent, produced m their minds the conviction that they were
approaching the sea; and they rejoiced to think that thewr touls
would soon be over and the grand problem of the termination
of the Nager solved 'Whilst thus musing, about seven o’clock
in the evening, they came to the junction of two rivers, one
flowing from the east into the Niger, and the other westward
from 1t to Benin, near which stood the large market town of
Kirree, Numerous boats were lying on the shore; and there
soon appeared, coming upwards, a fleet of fifty large canoes
ornamented with a vanety of ensigns, among which was the
British union flag. The clothing of the men was entirely of
European manufacture, and the whole presented a spectacle
at once picturesque and grateful to an English eye. Richard
Lander, whose canoe was 2 little in advance, sailed gaily on to
meet them ; but emotions of a different kind speedily succeeded,
when a huge negro in one of the canoes beckoned him to come
on board. As he did not instantly obey, the crew mounted a
platforny, and levelled their muskets at him. He felt that, with
his small loaded bark, to engage a fleet of fifty war-canoes would
be merely to throw away his life. He therefore stood still whilst
the assailant pronounced him his prisoner and took possession
of all his goods.

Meantime John Lander and his party hove in sight ; and great
was their surprise when they beheld the fleet of war-canoes, and
the leader of the expedition on boaid one of them. John made
an effort to escape, but he was pursued and seized by main force,
and in the struggle which followed his canoe was upset, and
he had a narrow escape from a watery grave. On looking
round in despair, he saw Richard at a short distance steadily
looking upon him, and pointing his finger to the skies, as if
saying, “ Trust in God.” Hereupon his mind became more
composed , and soon after, coming alongside, Richard threw
2 shirt over the naked body of his brother, and spoke to him
words of comfort ; but on attempting to go on board the same
canoe he was dragged back with violence, and for the present
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the brotheis were kept separated. In this extremity, and while
the travellers scarcely hoped for life, affans suddenly took a
favourable turn. Some of the natives of a neighbouring pio-
vince, who accompanied the expedition, had been plundered
also ; and when the whole of the party were landed at Kurree,
these called for justice. They were seconded by a number of
females nichly dressed in silk, and others disposed to befriend
them. A council was forthwith held in the market-place, which
decided that the attack had been unwarrantable, that the stolen
goods should be restored, and the ringleader in the attack put
to death. Search was accordingly made for the goods; and
there were produced in the midst of the assembly the medicine
chest of the expedition, a box with books, John Lander's diary,
and the cloths-bag nearly emptied of its contents. There had
disappeared the whole of the arms, nine valuable elephants’
tusks, ostrich-feathers, various small commodities, and (what
was most' of all regretted) Richard Lander’s journal. The
travellers were then called, and informed that, the king of
Kirree being absent, they must be sent to Obie, the ruler of
the Eboe country, and placed at his disposal,

This was considered a favourable arrangement by the
travellers, though they became virtually captives, and were
escorted down the river by two large war-canoes. The banks
now presented an alluvial aspect, resembling that of the coast;
they were low, flat, and swampy, and covered with forests of
mangrove and other trees. On the 8th of November, after
passing two large branches of the river, one fowing south-east
and the other west, an Eboe man called out, “ There is my
country |” and they soon came in front of the town, where
there were hundreds of canoes, some larger than any they had
seen before. The houses were uncommonly neat, plastered,
with wooden pillars in front, and surrounded by well-fenced
courtyards, in which grew bananas and plantains.

Having heen brought before King Obie, the travellers were
informed that the price of their ransom would be “twenty
bag,”.or the value of twenty slaves, and that they must remain
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at Eboe till that amount was sent up from the coast. This
announcement struck them with consternation, as 1t appeared
very doubtful whether any English captain would be disposed
to advance such a sum. However, a personage callimg himself
King Boy determmed to engage in the speculation, and offered
to pay Obie his demand, provided he obtained a “book” or
order on Captamn Lake of the Enghsh bng Zhomas, then at
anchor below, for thurty-five bars and a cask of rum. "This
was to them gratifying intelligence, though the claun was
exorbitant ; but they resolved to promise anything in order to
effect their escape. The engagement was accordingly made,
and the brothers took their departure in the custody of Kmg
Roy in a large canoe bound for Brass Town, the royal residence
of their sable lord and master,

On the 17th of November, Richaid Lander, leaving his
brother and the rest of the party as hostages, was allowed to
embark in a canoe at Brass Town, accompamed by King Boy,
to complete his discoveries. The branch of the Niger which
here enters the sea 15 divided mto two smaller sections, called
the Furst and Second Brass Rivers; but Brass Town is not
buit upon either, probably from their banks being too low
and swampy, and hable to nundation in the rammy season. 1t
stands upon a large creek, connected with the main stream by
numerous branches which wind through this alluwvial district,
In the evening they reached the Second, and next morning the
First Brass River, called by the Portuguese the Nun; and 1
a quarter of an hour afterwards Lander, with inexpressible
pleasure, beheld in the distance the long-wished-for Atlantic,
and heard the sea breaking over the sandy bar which stretches
across the mouth of the wuver, where two European vessels
were riding at anchor, The first was a Spamsh slaver, and
the other the Thomas of Liverpool, of which he had previously
heard. The crews of both ships were nearly all down with
African fever.  On gomng on board the English vessel to make
known his case, and to sohcit the kind interposition of the
master, his fellow-countryman, the sorrow and dismay of the
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traveller may be imagined when it is stated that, instead of
meeting with a cordial welcome, Captain Lake received him
in the most gruff and surly manner, positively refusing, with
oaths and curses, to advance anything for the ransom of the
unfortunate but heroic brothers. King Boy witnessed all
this with disappointment and indignation, and was about to
depart with feelings of disgust, when the captain gave a sort
of growling promise that when Lander's brother and the rvest
of the party should be brought, he would make the required
payment, The king now took his leave, sullen and grumbling,
leaving Richard Lander on board, and engaging that within
three days he would return with the others.

On the 23rd of November the savage monarch and his suite
departed from Brass Town in a large canoce, with John T.ander
and his companions in a smaller one. On the morning of the
z4th they reached the Zhomas, and a happy meeting took place
between the brothers., King Boy was politely received ; but,
agitated between hope and fear, he could not but perceive that
there was no preparation for delivering to him the valuable
assortment of goods which he so fondly expected. Fecling
that he was in the power of the English, he changed his haughti-
ness for a submissive address, and quietly awaited the issue
The Landers, who well knew what was to follow, endeavoured
to soothe his sable majesty by presenting to him five silver
bracelets, a najive sword, and a watch, of which he knew not
the value. The two first he accepted, calling his men however
to witness what was offered mstead of thirty-five bars as per
agreement, when all uttered a significant groan. He then
ventured to approach the captan, and ask for the goods
solemnly promised to him. Lake, wishing to delay the" crisis
till the ship was under way, excused himself on account of
being busied in writing, till the demand bemng repeated again
and again, he called out 1n a voice of thunder, “7 7o wil,” then
burst out into a torrent of furious invective against the poor
African monarch. Boy was thunderstruck, and observing the
preparations for sailing, and fearing lest he might he carried
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off, hastened to his canoe and made full speed for the shore.
1t 1s satisfactory to know that, on bemng made acquainted with
the facts of the case, the British Government afterwards made
good to King Boy the stipulated amount of the ransom of the
travellers, and thus redeemed the honour of the British name.

On the 1st of December the Zomas, with the Landeis on
board, reached Fernando Po, Captain Lake having treated
his passengers very harshly duung the voyage. There they
remained till the zoth of January, 1831, when they sailed
on board the Caermarvon for Rio Janeiro, which port they
reached on the 16th of March, Admiral Baker, who then
commanded on the station, gave them a most hospitable
reception, and afforded them a passage home in the Willam
Harres transport ship, which sailed on the zoth; and on the
gth of June they aruived in safety at Portsmouth, thankful to
God for His preserving-goodness, and their grand discovery
was soon made known to the British public,

LairRD AND OLDFIELD,

The successful expedition of the Landers proved that the
Niger is a 1ver of the fist magnitude, that it winds its cir-
cuitous way for more than a thousand mules through some
of the most fertile and populous regions of Central Africa,
emptying itself into the Atlantic throngh several mouths into
the Gulf of Benin, and that it 15 navigable for vessels of
moderate draught through a considerable part of its comse at
certamn seasons of the yea1. The publication of the interesting
narrative setting forth these facts, and illustrating the character
of the country and the people, produced great excitement in
mercantile circles at home; and in Liverpool a number of
gentlemen, at the head of whom was Mr. Macgregor Laird,
formed themselves into a company with the view of turning
the recent discoveiles to some practical advantage. They
accordingly otganized a new expedition for the manifold
purpose of promoting trade, and commerce, suppressing the
slave trade, and extendmng the influence of religion and
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cwvilization among the barbarous tribes of the terior of
Africa.

By means of steam navigation they proposed to ascend the
Niger, survey the country, and open friendly communicatipng
with the natives everywhere « Two 1ron steamers were accord-
ingly constructed spectally for this service—the Quorra of
forty, and the Akurkas of sixteen hoise power, with crews,
of twenty-six and fourteen men respectively, while the
Columbine, a sailing vessel, of zoo tons, carried out goods
for traffic, Mr. Richard Lander readily accepted an invitation
to jom the party, at the head of which was Mr. Lawd himself,
Lieutenant Allen being sent aut by Government o survey the
rivet, while Dr Briggs and Mr. Oldfeld went as medical men,

The expedition sailed from Laverpool on the 1gth of July,
1832, and, after calling at the Cape Veird Islands, Sierrs
Leone, Monrovia, Axim, and Cape Coast Castle, the vessels
anchored at the mouth of the river Nun on the t6th of Oclober,
The effects of the chimate, the great barner to African explora-
tion. were soon manifest, so that within three days they lost
by death Captain Harris and two seamen of the Columbine,
Ten days were employed in preparations for ascending the
niver, during which they received marked attention and assist.
ance from the native kings and others,

On the z6th, having got under way, they began to explore
a passage through the narrow channcl of the Nun on thejr
way up the mver. On amving at Fboe, the party met with
a corcial reception from the king, notwithstanding a brygh
which they had had with some of his subjects at a village
below. His sable majesty is described as tall in person, with
a pleasing countenance and agreeable manners. Six femala
faces, visible through the doorway of an adjoiming apartment,
were understood to be those of his favowite wives  Here algq
wvas King Boy, who never spoke to the other sovereign without
first falling upon his knees as a sign of his mferiority in position
and power. Soon after leaving Eboe, on the 11th of November,
fever made its appearance on board both vessels in a most
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virulent form. M. Laird was one of the first to suffer, but
his attack was comparatively mild, and he soon got over it,
but this was not the case with many otheis. The disease daily
spread more widely, till, on the 24th, the Quorra had lost thirteen
men, and the dlburka’ two. They were struck with the appre-
hension thal all would perish together, and not one return
to 1elate the sad story of then fate, but i a short time the
disease abated somecwhat, and the expedition pushed along
up the nwver, hoping to find the chimate improve as they
approached the high lands—which poved to be the case. A
month was occupted in ieaching Attah, an important and
populous town, about 3oo miles above Eboe, where they
attempted to traffic with the natives, but found serious diffi-
culties, owing to the prevalence of the slave trade.

The transactions of the party with the king of Attah were
very unsatisfactory, and his brother, with whom they en-
deavoured to treat for ivory and other native produce, ended
every discussion with the angry query, “ Why won’t you take
men?” So superstitious were these people, that the king was
seen with his priests perfoiming certain fetish ceremonies, in
which persons fantastically dressed used expressive gestures, and
threw alligatois’ flesh into the river, hoping thereby to prevent
the strangers from ascending farther ; but, as he did not oppose
any human obstacle, they proceeded without further difficulty.
The river now assumed a delightful appearance, bordered
by gently undulating banks and hills of moderate elevation;
beyond which appeared in the distance the bold range of the
Xong mountains. The sick began to recovet, and the con-
valescents to gain strength. On approaching the confluence
of the Tchadda, the Niger presented itself to view as “an
immense river about jooo yards wide, flowing majestically
between its banks, which rose gradually to a considerable
height, and were studded with clumps of trees and brushwood,
giving them the appearance of a gentleman’s park; while
the smoke rising from the towns and villages, which appesred
in various directions, and the number of cances floating on

5
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its bosom, gave il an aspect of security and peace far beyond
any African scene hitherto witnessed.”

The prospect of trade, however, did not mect the expectations
of the adventurers. Ivory was very scaice and dear, and the
indigo offered for sale was found to be durty and not worth 1ts
freight home. The stream, moreover, now became compara-
tively shallow, and on the 22nd of December the Quorra stuck
first on one sandbank and then on another; and, after a
succession of such accidents, 1t was found necessary to “house
her,” and await the nise of the water caused by the 1ainy season.
Lander endeavoured to penetiate upwards in the 42urkek to
Rabba and Boussa, but soon discovered that the depth of
water at this season was not sufficient for his purpose.

Condemned lo a gloomy and monotonous life, Mr. Lahd
agam suffered from ague and fever, and was deeply affected
by the death of Dr. Briggs, whose socicty had been his chicf
consolation. He therefore determined to ascend the Tchadda,
if possible, as far as Funda, long known as the chicf city mn this
part of Africa; but the entrance of the river was so obstructed
by sandbanks that the boat could proceed only thiough a creck
which two miles above traversed its delta, 'The main stream
thus reached was found two fathoms deep, and flowing 1apidly.
After a tedious nawigation of seven days, during which he
passed a considerable number of villages, he arrved at Vim-
maha, the port of Funda, about thirty miles distant from the
city. He sent a message to the king, to which an answer was
returned by eighteen horsemen, who bowed i humble obeisance
to the illustrious stranger, and who informed hun of his
majesty’s wish 10 see him at his royal residence. Afie1 a
dihigent search, a navigable creek was found, through which the
boat was able to ascend to a pomt within nine miles of Funda.
By this route Land travelled, and reached the city at night, by
moonlight, and was directed to a miscrable hovel for a lodging;
but next day he was provided with a better house m a broad
street. Both night and morning he was beset by immense
cmwdmmd the utmost curiosity to see & white man.
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In the afternoon the king waited upon him in full state, arrayed
in splendid silk and velvet robes. He expressed great pleasure
at seeing a European, and promised abundance of wvory for
barter. In the meantime he seated himself on one of Mr.
Laird’s tin cases, containing his wardrobe, which hy this act
was instantly declared by his attendants to be his majesly’s
propeity, according to the custom of the country, and they
proceeded to carry 1t off ! It was rescued, however, by two of
the boatmen, although not without a fierce struggle.

On examination, Funda was found to be a large city of
about 40,000 inhabitants, only a tenth part of whom were
Mohammedans. A magmficent, fruitful, and extensive plain
surrounds the city, bounded by a range of low distant hills.
The place is enclosed by a wall twelve feet high, six thick, and
for the most patt by a ditch ten feet deep. Cotton is spun by
every individual, high and low, the king himsclf not excepted ;
the mstrument being a species of bobbin which can be used by
the hand, even in walking, The native method of weaving
narrow webs of cloth, about six inches wide, is somewhat
remarkable, the loom and other machmeiy bemng of the most
rude and simple character. There are also extensive dye-works,
and won and copper are fabricated inlo a variety of useful
articles  Mr. Laird, however, fatled to transact any business
of consequence with the king and people of Funda. Indeed,
he seems, from his own account, to have been all the time at
cross purposes with them, so that after a week or two spent in
useless contention, having satisfied his curiosity and amused
the natives by the discharge of fireworks, etc,, he descended
the river, and joined the inembers of the expedition whom he
had left behind  Soon after this, Mr Laird’s personal explora-
tions in Africa came to an end. Being apparently disappointed
with the result of the experiment so far, he descended the
Niger, and, after vissting Bunba and Calabar, and spending
some time at Fernando Po, he returned to England.

The command of the expedition now devolved upon Mr,
Oldfield. Immediately after the departure of Mr. Laird, he
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and Lander determmed to ascend the Tchadda, hoping to
reach by that channel the great lake Tchad, They found the
shores to vary much 1n theu appeaiance, but in gencial neither
so fertile nor so populous as those of the Niger. In passing
near Funda, they received a visit from the king’s daughter,
with whom they were greatly pleased, On ascending higher,
the natives seemed alaimed at the visit of the stiangers, and at
two conliguous towns, Dagboh and Obohbe, the chiefs had fled,
and only one sent his daughter, ten or eleven years old, with
no attire except a girdle of beads, to represent him  They
landed at the foumer place, and found 1t a town of considciable
extent, and the streets well stocked with shcep, goats, and
poultry , but all the nhabitants had disappeaed except two,
who earnestly beckoned them to depart. Being thus cut off
from 1ntercourse with the natives, their provisions became
scarce , and seeing no prospect of trade or further cxploration
with advantage m this dircction, after they had ascended the
Tchadda to a distance of 104 mules from its conflucnce with
the Niger, they returned to thew foumer station.

The season having at length armved for the petiodical 1ise of
the waters of the Niger, our adventurers 1esolved upon another
attempt to ascend the mighty strcam to a higher point than
they had yet reached. On this voyage, the river, with its banks,
presented to the view a magnificent appearance Villages were
numerous, and the mountain slopes, as well as the valleys, were
highly cultivated  The people, moreover, wete friendly and cow-
teous; and, although they flocked 1in crowds on board the steamer
to gratify their curiosity, each visitor was no sooner 1equired to
bring a bundle of firewood than they checrfully complied with
the rule, and thus abundance of fuel was provided without
expense or loss of time, Great excitement was caused among
the natives by the appeazance of the steamer as she pushed her
way up the river aganst wind and tide. On reaching Egga
Mr Oldfield met with a kindly reception from Ederesa the
king ; and, on examining the city, found it much more exten-
sive and populous than he had supposed. Soon after leaving
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this place they met a canoe sent by the king of Rabba to
mquire 1f they wete the same Christians who were at Sackatoo
about two years before, and to ascertain the object of their
mission. On learning the friendly and pacific nature of their
journey, the messengers returned with joy to give their report
to their royal master.

The expedition soon afterwards came in sight of Rabba,
which appeared to be a city of immense extent, built on nsing
ground, and resembling an amphitheatre, A vast crowd of
natives assembled to witness the arnival of the strangers, The
English fired a salute, this being the first time that the report
of a cannon had been heard on the Upper Niger; and the next
morning they found horses waiting to convey them to the
palace. The streets were narrow and excessively durty, but they
passed through a spacious market-place, fitted for the sale of
wood, cloth, indigo, slaves, and other articles, of which there
was an abundant supply. The royal residence consisted of
about thirty ordinary huts, each surmounted by an ostrich egg,
and enclosed by a high wall of mud. After passing through
several apartments, they came to the palaver-house, where about
a hundred chiefs were seated cross-legged, having the whole
head except the eyes enveloped in muslin robes. They could
not for some time discover who was the king, but found him
at length in the person of Osiman, who was sitting planly
dressed among the others, This temporary concealment of the
monarch is the common policy in Africa, adopted from fear of
treasonable designs on the part of wisitors. The king, who
proved to be a shrewd, intelhgent man, received the presents
which were offered him with perfect complacency ; but, accord-
ing to African etiquette, had them removed without taking
much notice of them. During the interview several ladies
came and peeped at the strangers; but, on beng seen, scam-
pered away langhing, At first the king, ke most African
potentates, seemed anxous for trade , but, as usual, on a one-
sided system. He wished to have everything he saw in the
possession of the white men, and promised abundance of ivory
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in exchange ; but very little of it was produced, and no business
of consequence was tiansacted. Soon after Jeaving Rabba the
expedition descended the Niger and sailed foo Fernando Po,
where 1t arrived on the 3rd of Novembel, 1833.

In accordance with mstructions fiom home, arrangements
were made soon afterwards for a fiesh expedition up the Niger.
Mr. Oldficld, in the Alurkakh, was to lead the way; whilst
Lander, in the Quorra, went to Cape Coast and Akrah for a
supply of cowrtes and goods for barter. The former forthwith
sailed up to Iddah. Some time was spent theie in the hope of
opening an advantageous irade with the king and people This,
however, resulted mn disappomntment, as before, Mr. Oldfeld
then ascended to the mouth of the Tchadda, and, having visited
the wvary market, where he caitied on some small traffic, he
returned down the river to look after the other members of the
expedition, He had already 1eceived information that Lander
had been attacked and wounded by a laige body of warlike
natives ; and on reaching the estuary of the Niger he learned
all the particulars of the sad tipgedy. That gentleman, who
had come up with two Doats and a stock of valuable articles,
was, at a town named Hyammah, assailed by the combined
inhabttants of that and two other places, Three of his men
were shot, sevelal wounded, and he himself received a ball in
the thugh, which, though at first it appeared not dangeious,
proved ultimately fatal. A boat, a canoe, and most of the
goods fell into the hands of the brigands, A lady and her
chuild were also captured, but afterwards redeemed. Mz, Old-
field, in passing the place on his way downward, was careful to
keep the steam in full action, and the vessel in the middle of
the river; yet 290 men rushed from behind a bank and com-
menced firing, which they continued as long as the bark was
in sight.  He was afiaid to retaliate, lest his vessel should run
aground and his people be overpowered by numbers. On the
gth of June, 1834, be reached Fernando Po, and on the 8th
of November his arrival at Falmouth closed this chequered and,
on the whole, unfortunate expedition,
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CouLTHURST aND DAVIDSON,

Whilst the expeditions for exploimg the nterior of Africa
which have just passed under review were pursuing then arduous
labours, efforts were made in the same ditection by individual
travellers which are worthy of a passing notice. In the early
part of the year 1832 there arrived at St Mary's, on the 1iver
Gambia, wheie the present writer was then resident, two young
wnen who had left England with the intention of becoming
Afrnean travellers.  One of them became disheartened on fist
seeing the country, and returned home almost immediately ;
but the other, Mr. Coulthursi, possessed more courage, and
resolved to proceed alone. I had much conversation with this
gentleman, who was intelligent and couteous; and having just
returned from a voyage up the Gambia, and seen some old
native chiefs who remembered Mungo Park’s passing through
the country, I was able to give him several items of information
which he highly piized. From reading Herodotus, Mr. Coul-
thurst had conceived the idea that the one great niver of Africa,
mentioned by that historian, meant the connection of the Niger
with the Nile, as one continued stream ; and that by ascending
the one he might continue his voyage and sail down the other,
and thus triumphantly prove thewr identity as “the father of
African waters,” The fancied connection of these great rivers
he traced with tus pen on a map of Africa now before me, and
set himself the task of proving its reality by personal observation.

The plan of My Coulthurst was to purchase a canoe, ascend
the Nage1, which the Landers had proved to have its numerous
mouths in the Bight of Benin, trace its mystelious connection
with the Nile, and sail down that river to the Mediterranean.
For this purpose heobtaned a passage on board EL.M. S, Plumper,
which was about to sail for the Gulf of Guinea. His last night
at the Gambia was spent at the Mission House at Bathurst,
where he slept upon a sofa. We conversed till a late hour, and
bowed together at the fanuly altar. The next morning, after
breakfast, he took his departure, being again commended to
God in prayer. We heard no more of the lonely traveller for
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several months; but'at length the mournful tidings came that
his short career was terminated. From the account received
it appeared that he had scarcely commenced his adventurous
journey when he was seized with malignant fever, under which
he suffered for a few days and then expired, finding a grave
m African soil. Thus was another victun added to the number
of those who had fallen 1n their attempts to explote the interior,

The design of penetrating to Timbuctu fiom the north was
not yet relinquished, and the task was undertaken by Mr.
Davidson, a respectable medical gentleman, who had already
travelled in different quarters of the world, and who possessed
courage, strength, and address which seemed peculiarly to
qualify hum for 1ts accomphshment. He embaiked in Septem-
ber, 1835, for Gabraltar; but found a difficulty in penetrating
to Morocco, because of the jealousy which existed with reference
to strangers from Europe going there. This was at length
overcome, however, 1n virtue of the traveller’s medical know-
ledge, physicians being greatly in demand at that time. The
emperor labowring under a severe illness, and hearing of
Mr. Davidson’s skill, sent him a kind invitation to courl, and
the Kaid of Tangier received instructions to agsist him on his
journey. On arriving at the capital he found his services wanted
not only by the monarch, but by all the sable beauties who
adomed his court. Every morning, after waiting on his majesty,
he was presented with a hst of the ladies’ complamts, with the
expectation that next day he would bring a remedy for each;
and thus he continued to prescribe for the royal household
with mcreasing popularity and success for some time.

Under these circumstances it 18 not surprising that the
traveller found considerable difficulty in getting away from the
court of Morocco when he wanted to leave. It was not till
the begmning of 1836 that he was permitted to depart. In
commencing his Journey he attempted to take the most direct
route across the chain of the Atlas; but after chmbing to the
height of 5000 feet above the level of the sea, he was arrested
by snow, and obliged to return to take the circuitous way of
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Mogadore. Here Mr. Willshire, the British consul, exerted
his influence in a negotiation with the sheik of Wadinoon for
his safe conveyance to Timbuctu. The chief professed the
most friendly disposition ; but alarming tidings came to hand
of murderous attacks by wandenng marauders in the desert.
The caravan which the traveller proposed to join mustered
uncomman stiength, being composed of a host of men with
400 horses and 2,000 camels. With this party he would pro-
bably have been safe, but he deaided to push on with only
four companions ; and the first letters received from him were
wrtten in high spirits, stating that he hoped to spend the new
year at Tmmbuctu. However, on the 7th of February, Mr.
Willshire received a letter from the sheik of Wadinoon, with the
mournful intelligence that Mr. Davidson had been murdered
in the desert. This melancholy mncident was rendered more
painful by the circumstance that the Moslem chief who had
undertaken to aid and protect the lonely Englishman was

suspected of having been the principal means of his lamented
death.

NiGEr EXPEDITION,

The next effort which was made on behalf of the African
race was one of great magnitude, and the sympathy and interest
which it evoked were so wide-spread that it assumed almost a
national importance. An expedition was organized under the
direction and at the expense of the British Government, the
object of which was not merely to explore the intenor of the
vast continent, and promote the interests of art and science,
but especially to check, and 1f possible to annihilate, the slave
trade by the substitution of legitimate commerce, and the
advancement of civilization and social improvement ; and thus
to prepare the way for the propagation of Christianity. For
this purpose treaties were to be formed with native princes;
encouragement was to be given to trade and agricultural pur-
suits; and schools and Christian missions were to be established
as openings presented themselves. The river Niger, which
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had been paitially explored and made known to the Biitish
public by pevious expecitions, was to be the highway o the
interior, for it was still believed that it might be successfully
navigated by vessels of hight diaught, at the propar scason of
the yeat ; and the native tribes of the wmterior, so {ar as known,
appeared to be on the whole peaceable and well-disposcd.

The Niger Expedition consisted of three steamers—the AZbert,
TWatberforce, and Soudan, with the Hap zef ansport and Amelin
tender—whuch were well adapted for 1iver navigation, and care-
{ully fitted up with every appliance likely to promote the health
and comfort of the officers and men 1 the trymng chimate to
which they were going, Thete were on board these ships about
300 souls, officers and men, all told, under the command of
Captain Bird Allen. They left England in the eatly part of
the year 1841, followed by the prayets of tens of thousands,
arrangements having been made by various chuiehes to hold
special meetings for the purpose of commending the members
of the expedition to the care and protection of Almighty God,
and to implore His blessing upon the impottant objects which
it bad in view. On their way down the coast the vessels called
at Sierra Leone, Liberia, Cape Coast Castle, and other places ;
and at every settlement an nterest was excited such as had
never been seen before, as the expedition was known to be of
a more decidedly philanthropic and religious character than
any of its predecessars.

The hitle fleet arrived off the river Nun on the gth and roth
of August. Inunloading the transport they were detained some
time, owing to the rolling of the vessels in the heavy swell
outside the bar, A further detention arose when they had
crossed the bar, from the necessity of refitting the tails of the
rudders, which had been carried away on the passage from Cape
Coast, and without which the vessels were almost unmanageable.
These repairs, the badness of the weather, and the strength of
the tide, detained the cxpedition at the mouth of the river for
ten days,—a circumstance to be regretted on many grounds.

This unavoidable delay does not, however, appear to have
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posiively injured the health of the crews, as they enjoyed o
wholesome sea-breeze, and every precaution was taken to
preserve them from illness. Up to,this period there had been
seven deaths since the expedition left England—not, however,
attiibutable to the climate . four of them were from casualties,
one of apoplexy, and two fiom fever (not African, but typhus).
Of these last, one only was a Bwopean. Under these com-
paiatively favourable circumstances the steamers commenced
then ascent of the Niger on the zoth of August, with sanguine
hopes of success. Their pogress was necessarily slow, as they
did not o1dinarily make more than six miles an hour, and the
current ran at the rate of thiee against them. They were
delayed still further by looking for the JFzilerforce, which had
gone up a different channel, Thus the 22nd (Sunday) was
spent, and at last it was found that she had gone ahead. The
vessels 1ejommed at Eboe on the z6th, and no inconvenience
was experienced beyond the loss of time. This deviation was,
however, the means of discovering a new branch of the river,
with numerous villages and a larger population than had yet
been seen

Six days after leaving Eboe the expedition arrived at Iddah,
when the Afnican fever broke out among the crews of all the
vessels with great virulence, and continued its ravages til they
reached the confluence, a distance of 270 miles from the mouth
of the 1iver.  On the 17th of September the sick hist exhibited
a total of seventy cases, whilst eight had died. In consequence
of this alarming sickness, and their inablity to examine the
higher grounds for a healthy station, it was deemed advisable
to send the sick to the sea-side. Forty-three of the worst cases
were, therefore, put on board the Sumden on the 1oth, and
steaming down the stream as rapudly as possible, she reached
the sea on the 2z2nd.  On the passage down the surgeon of the
Soudan and one seaman died. They had the good fortune
to fall in with FL.M.S. Dolphin, on board of which the rest of
the patients were embarked, and she set sail at once for
the island of Ascension. On the passage thither eight more
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died, but the rest recovered in a most rapd and remarkable
manner.

It appears that up to this time about one-eighth of the entire
number of Europeans employed in the expedition had died,
but they were chiefly sailors before the mast. The mortalty
among the officers and upper classes was less; the scientific
men having suffered but slightly, and the Rev. Messrs. Muller
and Schon, the missionaries, not at all. The leaders of the
enterprise were not discouraged, for great as had been their
sufferings, they saw that they were light compared with those
of previous exploring parties They therefore proceeded as
best they could to carry out the objects of the undertaking
with the means which were still left at their disposal. They
formed treaties with several of the most powerful native kings
and chiefs, for the promotion of legitimate commenrce, and the
entire abolition of the slave trade and human sacrifices ; they
purchased a tract of ground, sixtcen miles in length and six in
width, dry and elevated, including a mountain adapted for a
settlement and sanatorium ; and they laid out a model farm
for the instruction of the natives in improved methods of agr.-
culture, At the same time the missionaries and linguists were
busy with preparatory and elementary work, with a view to
promote the moral and religious welfare of the natives.

Tt is painful to have to record the comparative failure of an
expedition which had heen so well planned and so vigorously
conducted as the one we have briefly described ; but it 15 a
mournful fact that, notwithstanding the enormous expense
which it involved, and the numeious advantages which it
possessed, it did not succeed as was expected, or! accomplish
the amount of good which its warmest friends and patrons
deswred. No blame is to be atinbuted to any one, for it
developed, in vanous classes of its members, a ‘measure of
Christian courage, zeal, and endurance worthy of the highest
comimendation, The great obstacle to success was the dimate,
which in this instance, as in many others, proved seriously
injurious to the health and constitutions of Furopeans, and
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trying even to native Africans not accustomed to the swampy
and pestilential regions of the coast. After the number of men
had been reduced by the deaths and removal of invahds which
we have mentioned, fever broke out again on board the
explonng vessels, and many more weie added to the bist of the
dead, whilst the survivors were most of them unfit for active
duty., Consequently, after vainly strugglng on for a few
months longer, the steamers descended the river, teturned to
England, and the undertaking was relinquished.

\%im/g., Krarr, AND REBMANN,

Few travellers have mamfested greater zeal and earnestness
in the cause of Afncan discovery, or done more for the benefit
of the negro race, than Dr. Baith, an intelligent and enter-
prising German, who headed an expedition, under the auspices
of the British Goveinment, for the exploiation of the interior
of the north-western portion of the gieat contment, in 1849,
and whose journals, in five large octavo volumes, are a noble
monnment of his linguistic and scientific ability. He was first
associated with Richardson and Overweg in a journey under-
taken with a view to establish friendly relations with the
leading potentates and chiefs on the Niger and Lake Tchad,
and thus, if possible, to put an end to the slave niade by
promoting legitimate commerce and civibization. Richardson
died in March, 1851, at a place within one hundred miles of
Kuka ; angd Overweg, after exploring a portion of Lake Tchad,
and visiting the Biddumas, who dwell on 1ts 1slands, also expired
on the 2oth of September, 1852, near Kuka. Thenceforth the
main burden of the mussion fell upon Dr Barth, who, although
alone, unsupported, and frequently left without resources,
pursued lus hazardous and laborious researches with the
plodding industiy, pertinacity, and minute exactness charac-
terstic of lus countrymen.

Following a route cotsiderably to the west of the direct path
to Bornou, the Doctor passed through Ghat and Al, two
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important oases and centres of trade in the hands of the
Tarwick tribes, of whosc hustory and habits he gives ample
information. In the cowse of his researches he found the
Fellatah states on the Niger nominally subject to the sultan of
Sackatoo, whilst Bornou was under the rule of an Arab shulk,
The unsettled state of the country ncieased the difficulties of
Dr. Barth’s enterpuise; but he succceded n explorning Lake
Tchad and 1ts southern bordei-land. The lake was found to
be a mere lagoon of no great depth, about four hundred miles
n circumference, and contains numerous 1slands, inhabited by
a wild 1ace of natives called Biddumas. The shoies are low
and swampy for a considerable distance, and abound in croco-
diles and hippopotam: ; elephants, also, are found in gieat
numbes 1n the neighbourhood. The river Shaiy entexs the
lake from the south, and the Waube from the west.

~On the 18th of June, 1854, Dr. Barth made his great dis-
‘covery of the Benuwe river, which is identical with the eastern
branch of the Upper Niger., This nver was found to be 8oo
yards broad, 11 feet deep, and liable to 115e 30 or even 5o fect
higher after the rainy season in August and September,  Here
were found ““extensive fertile plains, about 1o0co feet above the
level of the sea, and intersected by mnumerable bioad water-
courses favourable to inland navigation”; and the traveller
expresses a confident belief that within fifty years Ewopean
boats would keep up a 1egular annual intercourse between the
Bay of Biyafra in the Atlantic Ocean and these populous and
fertile regions. .

We pass over the Doctor’s account of his adventures in con-
nection with certain slave-hunting expeditions which he jomed
—very unwisely as we think—that he might see more of the
country and the people ; and follow him mn his course through
Gondo, Gurma, Masina and other places, to Saragamo, and
thence to Timbuctu, which he reached on the jth ‘of Sep-
tember, 1854. In this celebrated city of nterior Africa he
spent seven months , and, more fortunate than some of his pre-
decessors, he was permutted to leave it alive, in the month of
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April, 1855. The description which he gives of Timbuctu, and
the narrative of his return journey along the noith-eastern bank
of the Nige, are full of interest, and we 1cgret that our hputed
space forbids enlargement, It must suffice to say that, after all
the splendid accounts we have 1ecewved of the Niger, we fear
that the fact of the rapids and rocks at Kerday, Akarambiay,
and Tosaye, and probably in other places mentioned by this
traveller, will prove serious obstacles in the way of the con-
tinuous navigation of 1ts upper section.

Dr. Baith arrived at Say on his return, on the 29th of July,
passed through Wurno, Xano, and Kukawa, whete he met with
Dr. Vogel, who had been sent to remnforce the expedition, and
reached Tripoli in the month of August, 1856, having per-
formed the most extensive and important jouney ever made
in North Central Africa by a European traveller,

The discoveries of Dr. Barth weie followed up in after years
in a more easterly direction by lus fellow-countryman, Dr.
Krapf, who had previously been employed as a mussionary in

hyssinia. and Eastern Africa, under the auspices of the Church
Missionary Soclety. Failing health obliged him to return to
Europe m 1855 ; but, after he was settled in a position of ease
and comfort in his native land, the spwrit of missionary cnter-
prise and discovery came over him again with such power that,
casting a longing eye towards the scene of his foimer labours
and sufferings, he was induced once more to devote himself
to exploration and evangelistic work among the poot despised
Afnicans, The large and powerful tribe known as the Gallas,
with whom the Doctor had become acquanted m the course of
his formex mission, was now the object of his chief solicitude.
These people he sought ta reach first through Abyssmia, next
through Shoa, and lastly by preliminaiy labours among the
Wantka tribes on the east coast near Mombaz. In voyaging
along thé eastern coast of the great continenl, he visited mn
succession Magadoxo, Kiloa, Barava, Milinda, Mombaz, and
Zanzibar, all of which he describes in a most interesting
manner. At length he fixed himself at Rabbi-Mpla, where



8o Africa: Past and Present.

he was joined by his fellow-counlryman Mr. Rebmann, and
their united labours were made a blessing to the native tribes,
who are here called Wamrima and Washinzi, whilst at the
same time they made some interesting discoveries mn different
directions,

Dr. Krapfs great object being to find access as soon as
possible to the Gallas, he and his colleague undeitook several
journeys mnto the mtertor through regions until then unvisited
by Furopeans. M Rebmann’s fiist journey, commenced in
October, 1847, was thiough the Teita country, over extensive
plains, to the mountain known as the Kadiaro, sud to be
thirty-six leagucs from Mombaz, In the ealy part of the
following year he visited the Jagga country, about a hundred
leagues from Mombaz The great event of this journey was
a view of Mount Kilimanjaio, with 1ts coveung of perpetual
. snow. This singular mountain was also seen by Dr. Kiapf, on
the 1oth of November, 1849, when on his way to Ukambani,
and again on his second jouiney to the same place in 1851,
. There 15 also in this region a second snow-capped mountain
called Kenia, and neat 1t a volcano on a mountain, from which
smoke was seen to proceed. These were distinctly seen by
Dr. Krapf on the 3rd of December, 1849. The Doclor
afterwards visited Ukambany, a mountainous country to the
north of Jagga, and obtamed much valuable ntelligence
respecting the Wakuafi and Mas tribes inhabiting the regions
beyond. |

The mformation collected in these journeys by Dr. Krapf
and Mr. Rebmann respecting the existence of a large inland
sen was incorporated in a map publshed in the Proceedings
of the Royal Geographical Society, in which 'the most striking
feature was a lake of a curious shape, extending through twelve
degrees of latitude. The devoted missionary explorers were
not permitted to verify the reports they had received of these
matters by personal inspection, their evangelical Jabows

demanding their immediate attention; and it was left to others
to make the real discovery.
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BURTON AND SPEKE.

The object of the expedition of Major Burton and Captain
Speke was to test the accuracy of the data furmshed and the
general information given by Dr Kirapf and Mr Rcbimann
with reference to the alleged existence of certan great lakes
and mountains in the interior regions of Lastern Afiica. The
1esult of thewr explotations was complete success, with regand
to the mamn purpose of their enterpiise. The journey infand
commenced on the 27th of January, 1857, at Karle, o small
town south of the Kungam iiver, opposite Zanzibar The
personnel of the expedition was as chowce as clicumstances
would permit: “bad encugh at best.” In addition to two or
three domestic servants brought fiom Bombay, the travellers
were attended by an escort of thuteen Baloch men, twenty two
negro slaves, and twenty-five asses,—“a mass of savagery
which proved a severe trial of temper.”

The maritime region, extending from the coast to Zungomeio,
about ninety-two mules in a ditect line, was crossed in about
twelve days. The mouniain region, compusing the Usigua
chain, consists of parallel ridges separated by plains; it begins
at Zungomero, and ends at the edge of the flat table-land of
Ugogo, a distance of about eighty-five geographical miles,
The highest points of this part of the chan of mountams,
which extends from the neighbourhood of the Cape of Good
Hope to the Gulf of Aden, are from 5000 to yo00 feet above
the sea level, and the chimate is said to be cold and damp
The arid table-land of Ugogo, the geneial level of which 13
4o0o feet, reaches to the eastern districts of the Unyamwedi,
155 miles, and is the counterpart of the Kalahan and Karoo
deserts of South Africa. Excepting a few favowed spots, it
has no cultivation, no wood, no river,—a perfect wilderness.

Qur travellers reached Kazeh, a principal town of the
Unyamwez, and an Arab trading depdt whence various trading
routes diverge, on the 7th of Novembet, 1857, after journeying
134 days from the coast. From Kazeh the land falls by a

6
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gentle declme westward. It is highly cultivated, and produces
cotton, riée, sweet cane, etc.  Cotton cloth is manufactuied here,
and is in general use for the loose wrappers worn by the natives
when in full dress. On proceeding forward, Major Buiton
was seized with paralysis of the lower extremuties, accompanied
by partial loss of sight. With indomitable perseverance he
nevertheless pmsued his journey, carned m a hammock , and
on the 2nd of February, 1858, he was rewarded with the sight
of the long-sought lake Tanganyika, “as it lay i the lap of
the mountains, hasking in the gorgeous tropical sunshine.” A
large crescent-shaped mass of mountains to the north of the lake
was considered by Captain Speke to be the true Mountains of
the Moon, but Major Burton denies the existence of anything
beyond “a thin range of hills fiinging the Tanganyika.”

The exploration of the lake occupied the travellers from the
1oth of Apiil to the 13th of May, and was accomplished with
great difficulty, It was estunated to be 250 miles long and
20 wide, with a circumference of 550 miles. Uruwwa, a
country west of the Tanganyika, i3 said to be the letminus of
the Arab trade in that direction, The journey from the sea-
coast to Ujijy, on the lake, travellers usually make in exghty-five
to a hundred stages, 540 mules direct, hut 955 tiayelled milces.

Returning to Kazeh, Major Burton halted to recruit, while
Captain Speke went direct northward to thesouthern extremily
of the large lake Victoria N'yanza, of which information had
heen received at Kazeh, on the journey fiom the coast. OfF
this discovery Captain Speke gave a particular account n
Blackwood's Magasine for September, October, and November,
18zg; and Major Burton published the vesult of his obser-
vations in a volume entitled “ The Lake Regions of Central
Africa.” These two narratives may be read with interest, and
compared with each other, as the eminent travellets vary in
their views on some important matters. In the opinion of
Captain Speke, founded on native information, a large river
flows from the northern end of the N'yanza, connecting it with
Mhe Tubiri, one of the principal sources of the Nile ; but this
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was doubted by some distinguished geographers, and flatly
contradicted by Major Burton, till the problem was solved by
subsequent trayellers.

Our lumted space has not permitted us to introduce our
readers to the Wazaramo, the Wasagara, the Wagogo, the
Wanyammz, the Wajyji, and other interior tribes, with whom the
travellers came 1n contact; but we may observe, in passing, that
they share 1n common with other natives of South-eastern
Africa numerous features of a general family likeness. Some
interesting information, collected fiom Arab traders, respecting
the northern kingdoms of Karagwah, Uganda, and Unyoro, to
the west and north of N’yanza lake, leads to the inference that
Cential Africa, when more fully explored, will be found to
contain numerous despotic kingdoms, similar to that of the
Balonda people, with whom Dr Livingstone became acquaimnted
at an early period of his travels,

Major Burton and Captam Speke, with their companions in
travel, returned wn safety to Zanzibar on the 3rd of February,
1859, and the expedition was regarded on all hands as having
he