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FOREWORD.

The name of Bhoja 1s famibar an that of a great avthor who

wrote on  vanous subjects. Bapecially he was
The dwscovecy of tbe

work. reputed 35 an anthonty of poetwes.  Until  re-

cently s only work on DPosties  available to
pcholars was the Sarasvatikantiiabharena. ''hiv work 16 notable for
s profuse quotations from previons authors whose opinions  are
condensed and criticised  I'he ninate analysie of its subject. makber
accompanted hy apt guotations ek ouy this work [rom the rest.
But scholars had alwaye recognised that the Sarasvatikantbabharana
was nob the only work of Bhoja on Postios and that he had writlen
a more voluminous and exhaustive work,  That the name of thia
work was © Sringaraprakasa " was also known,  Bus the work was loat
to the world untl recently.  The announcement of the discovery of the
mannscoipts of many rare and forgotten works in the search conducted
by the Muadras Oriental labrary party amd ats discovery of many
forgotten and almost forgotten works in Malabar raised snddenly the
opes of scholars nbout the disenvery of other similar works,  In the
caarse of hir enquiry for such works His Holiness 8rl Yatirajasvami
of Mysore came across n small fragient of this voluminous work from
_#ifferent quarter. Ahnost simultancous with this the report of the
sernatetic party of the Government Oriental Manuseripts Library, 1919,
=y ~anced the discovery of a complete manuscript of this long-lost work.
Thir work was only one of the many invalnable work« then discovered.
W 'loliness immediately went to Madras to study the manusecript and
A4 nes thle to publish 12, But when he approached the Library he fonnd
that thr rules that guided the working of the Library were such that he
coull 1 4 get at the manuscript, even the portion of it, 8 copy «f which bhe
had an‘ him and which he had begun printing. He immediately began
w s nf correspondence with the (roverninent and requested that in the
int rusks f Scholaeship the unnecessarily stringent rules that were tifl
then - v aing the working of the Library might be modified. The
Gove nn- .t readily granted his wish and all the books within the fonr
 wally o1 4 Library were thrown open to any scholar for copying ot
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publication. Ino the meanwhile His Holiness was able to secure (rom
several notable scholars in Malabar further portions of the work. With
the aid of these manusacripts he has set about publishing the entire book
of which the portion that is now issued is the first instalment. It is$o be
regretted that in spite of all these manuscripts there are still considerable
lascunae in the work. Again all these manuscripts seem to have been
severa! portions copied by different individuals at different times from
the same original. Consequently the defects ip one
manascript are copied in the others and the fask of
publishing and editing 1s not in the least rendered
easier. Considering the great imnportance of the work for Sanskrit
Bcholars, it is proposed to issue the book as far as it has been dis-
covered in the forw it is now available. Tt is not unlikely that better
manuscripts of the work might be discovered in the future that would
serve to clear sll the difficulties in the present manuscripts and fill up
the lacunae. The present edition is offered now tentatively to acquaint
the scholarly world with the great importance of the Sringaraprakassa
with a request tu all owners of mmannscript sreasures specially in Malabar
to find out if there are not among their possessions other manuscripts of
the book. If fortupately such manuscripts are discovered the further
portions of the book will not be subject to the same defects which are
unavoidably found in the present part.

DifBoulties io the
publioation.

A short 1:count of the subject-matter of all the chapters (’rakasas)
of this voluminous work is given 1n the Sapskrit introduction which
would imamediately show ite importance and the places sre noted where
the manuscript i3 defective. Most of the verse: that are quoted as exam-
ples are given without indicating their sources. A considerable number
of these have been traced to their sources : bul huvdreds yet remain
and even the names of the works whencethey are extractedare not known.
Again among the works whose nawes are given there are wmany which
are not extant at present. It is not unlikely that many verses which are
pot at present traceable might have been taken from several of the
works that are mentioned by name in the work but are not available

Several extracts from this work throw valuable light on various
points of literary history and clear longstanding doubts. A few of these
are noticed here. In the eighth Prakasa there is a valuable anecdote
wbout Kalidasa, Vikramaditya and n King of Kuntala. According to
this, Kalidasa appears in the Court of Vikramadilya
as reporting to the latter how a feudatory of his
(Vikramaditya), the king of Kuntalas was epending his days. The
verve that is reported as baving been given by Kalidasa in reply

Dale of Kelidaea,
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shows thst the king of the Auntalus was & subordinate or fendatory
of Vikramaditya and was enjoying very grest favour at his hands
and that Aalidasa was for a time an envoy or ambessador al the
Kuntals King's Court and was enjoying as such very great
respect. From this anecdote coupled with another recorded in
Kshemendra's Auchityavicharacharcha, Kalidasa appears to have
written a book called Kuntaleavaradautya or “ Embassy to the Court
of the Kuntala King ' where he appears to have given some autobio-
graghical hints. This coupled with the fact that Pravarasens, the
author of the 8etubandha was cailed Kuntalesa in literature and the
tradition that Aalidasa belped Pravarasena in writing the Setuhandha
finally fix the dates of Nalidase and I'ravarasena and add iuoch to oar
knowledge of the literary history of the period.

Again, & small incident found in the " Svapnavasavadatia ™
published as Bhasa's st Trivandrum, the Samudragri-
havrittanta 1s also found quoted as from Svapnavasa-
vadatia io the twelfth Prakass thus establishing that that deama i
Bhasa's wotk or at any rate an abridgewent of the latter.

Bhaea.

S“anskrit anthologists have references to a Pootess called Vikatani-
tamba although nothing is so far known about bher life or work. Dhoja
giving a verse long current as recording her praise says that she waa a
Punarbhu, a widow that had married again. Thia adds a very intereating
social detail about an authoress whose name stil] lives on in Sanskrit
Liiterature althougb her works appear to have been lost.

Awong the verses guoted as illustrations in the present work a
very considerable proportion are in  Prakrit. At
present there are available to the student only a few
Prakeit works ke the Gathasaptasati and the Betubandha. All
the verses in the present work that could be traced to the available Prakrit
poewms have been located. But by far the larger portion yet remsin and
there is no hope of fmding out their sources ss long as the number of
ancient Prakrit works available continue what i$ 1s. Bhoja even appears
to prefer quotations from Prakrit wotks to those froms Sanskrit. Bat
unfortunately he has not given the nawmwes of the works or authors he
is quoting from. It only shows that Prakrit works were very popular
at that period. More thap that it appears that the habit of writing
Kavyas in Prakrit was more popular than in Sanskrit. Most of this
liverature appears to be irretrievably loss.

In this coonection a short notice of the Prakrit anthology of the
Andhra king Hula Batavahana, the Gathasaptasati
raay not be out of place. 1t is curious shat altbongh

Prakrit quutations.

Gisthasapisseti.

-
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this work is called the Saptasati or “ The Seven hundreds™, no two
manuseripts of the work give the same verses. Thus if afl
the separate verses given in the several recensions of the work
are added together, the total number of the verses comes o
more than two thousands although the manuscripts contain only seven
hundred in each case. The names of the authors of many of thess
worke are given. Bat afl the suthors with the exception of one or two
are completely unknown to the modern student. A comprehensive pnd
oritical edition of the work would greatly add to the knowledge of the
Prakrit literature possessed by the modern stadent. Such a ecritical
edition of the Gathasaptasati is being prepared by His Holipess the
Yatirajasvami, and it 1s needless to express here that the edition would |
be a monumental onc considering his wide learning and experience.
Famous Drakrit works like the Brihatkasha of Gupadhva and the
Lilavati noticed in varicus places in literature, but are now lost, seem to
have been still extact in the time of Bhoja.

It now rematns to determine the nge when Bhoja lived.  Although
many other Indian Bovereigns devoted thuir time and leisure to the pursuit
of literature and produced works and thns made themsgelves immortal vet
thers appear to have been very few who can be compared to Bhoja. The
number of works on the various subjects that appear under the name of
Bhojas are not a few. And they cover over a wide range of subjects.
Bhojs, the author of all these works wns a king of the Paramara dynasty
that had its capital st Dhara in Malva. A number of inscriptions
of several members of the family to which Bhoja belunged have been

published. From these his date has been fixed.
' He was the son of Sindhuraja and nepbew of Munja
Vakpatiraja. His uncle Munjs had a very long War with the Chalakya
sovereign Tailapa and was at length captured by his enemy and pat
to an ignominous death. Bilhana, the Court Poet of the Chalukya
Vikeamaditys VII and the author of Vikramankadevacharita says in
his work that he was a contemporary of Bhoja whom he might bhave
visited had he liked. Similarly Albiruni, the famous Persian Historian
mentions Bhoja as & contemporary. brom all these it becomes plain
that the period of his literary activity extended roughly over the first
half of the 11th centary.

Date of Bbcjs,

His father Sindhuraja and his uncie Munja were both men of
- Jetters and patrons of poets. Their own literary activities and patronage
stiracted a large namber of literary men round them.  Works like the
. Desarupaks, by Dbanika snd Dbananjaya produced in his uncle’s

Court should bave paved the way in due course for the Sarsavasi-
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kanthabharans snd the Sringaraprakasa. The minute analysis of the
subjecs-matter and the selections of hundreds of gquotations, to illustrate
fine shades of emotion as is done in the Sringaraprakasa should bave
been the work of quite a large number of scholars, all working under

the direction of a president who in the present case happens $o be none
else than the cultured Sovereign.

Of this voluminous work the portion now presented %o the public
extends over the Prakasas 22 to 24 dealing with Anuragasthapana,
Vip'rllambhasambhognprakaau and Vipralambha. The peculiaritiea
of these chapters are not dealt with in this short preface. It is proposed
to reserve it for a full discussion of the contents of the whole work.
when the publication is complete.

Belore closing these remarks a few words about $he publisher
His Holiness Sri Yatirajasvamin of Melkote, may not be out of
place. Scholars would be interestad to know that he ia the same
as Pandit A, Anantacharya f{ormerly of the Mysore Archmo-
logical Departnent, the anthor of the illuminating dissertation on
Bhamaha and the discoverer of the first copy of the Svaprarasava-
datia. His articles in Sanskrit on Bhasa have already besn available
to scholars. Since writing the nbove he has given up the life of a
Grihasta and becoming a Sanyasin has become the head of the Yatiraja
Mutt of Mysore, established originally by Sri Ramanuja. In addition
to the, multilarious activities in the new sphere as a Sanyasin be bas
found time for the study and publication of these works. If proper
response cotues [orward to take advantage of these, he hopes to-
make this edition of the Sringaraprakasa, the first of a series of
Sanskrit publications with permanent subscribers.

A. RANGASWAMI SARARBVATI,
Assistant, Archaological Department,
Muadras (Epigraphy).
TRIPLICANE, MADRAS,
13t June, 1926.
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