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PREFACE

It is a difficult task to tell the story of the life of the Jew-
ish people, from the dim beginnings to the present day,
within the limits of a single volume. At every point Jewish
history is interwoven with universal history, and this back-
ground must be presented. Compression becomes a necessity,
considering the wide area embracing practically the whole
of the civilized world and the long stretch of time. All those
principal centers which have played a part in the unfold,
ment of the outer and inner life of the Jewish people must
figure in the story. The most advantageous method seemed
to be a treatment which would bring into relief the shifting
of these centers, from the home country (Book I) to the
eastern center (Book II), thence to the West-European cen-
ters (Book III), to the emergence of new centers for the
fugitives from Spain and Germany (Book IV), and lastly in
the Age of Emancipation (Book V) to the new exodus {rom
Eastern Furope and the creation of the center in the ancient
homecland.

Places and periods so widely apart must of necessity pre-
sent different aspects: now it is a record of wars and battles,
of victories and defeats, of deportation and restoration, and
now of taking root in foreign soil and of being uprooted, of
friendly intercourse with the neighbor and of chains of per-
secutions, of achieving the rights of free citizens and of the
reaction expressing itself in German Anti-Semitism and
Russian pogroms. All this is told in the present work, but
much more. It is the history of the entire people, of the
mass; accordingly special stress is laid on its economic and
social life. A history of Jewish literature is not the professed
purport of this volume. However, letters are a part of the
people’s many-sided activity and men of letters are per-
sonalities, influencing their generation and shaping the
future. There is a Jewish life to-day which has its roots in
the past; it is an inner life unfolding itself in the long course
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of the ages under the peculiar circumstances of each period,
and the significant moments take on the form of literary
creations, of Books: Torah and Holy Writ, Mishnah, Tal-
mud, Midrash, Codes, the Guide of the Perplexed, the Zohar,
and so on to our own times.

The authors have endeavored to set forth this story in a
manner as dispassionate and detached as possible. They
have availed themselves of the great wealth of research done
by scholars of all creeds and nationalities in the three-score
years that have elapsed since Graetz completed his epoch-
making ‘History of the Jews.’ The reader who is a specialist
will readily find that every fact has been tested by recourse
to documents and learned publications, but it was not
deemed advisable to break the continuity of the narrative
by an apparatus of references and footnotes. The present
work is intended for the layman and the student. A short
Bibliography at the end of the volume has likewise in mind
these two classes of readers who may seek to obtain further
information. It is not accordingly a register of source-works,
and books and articles in the English language wherever
obtainable have been given preference. A Chronological
Table will enable the reader to survey contemporaneous
events synchronously. The Index was prepared by Dr.Louis
L. Kaplan.

This volume is the conjoint labor of the two authors, The
writing was done by the first of the undersigned, and a good
part of it during his year’s sojourn in Palestine, and he
gratefully records his obligation to his fellow-author for his
valuable Lecture Notes on the history of the talmudic and
medizval periods. Moreover, the manuscript was gone over
repeatedly by the two authors in joint conference, every fact
and date and expression was scrutinized, and ‘that which we
had hammered was again and again brought back to the
anvil.’

M. L. ‘M.
A M
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IN PALESTINE FROM THE BEGINNINGS TO
THE EXTINCTION OF THE PATRIARCHATE

(2,000 BEFORE—425 AFTER THE CHRISTIAN ERA)






CHAPTER I
THE BEGINNINGS OF THE PEOPLE

(2000-1225 BEFORE THE CHRISTIAN ERA)

Euphrates dwelt of old time the ancestors of the Hebrew
people. Ur of the Chaldees, the home of Terah, the
father of Abraham, lay then much closer to the Persian Gulf
which reached farther north than it does to-day. Toward the
southwest extended the Arabian peninsula, dotted with the
settlements of Arab tribes. These Arabs of pure stock were
reckoned, along with the progenitors of Terah, to the group
of the children of Eber. However, the name Hebrew
(Ibri, Ibrim) clung to Abraham—he was named at the first
Abram—and to his descendants, particularly the Israelites.
The Bible traces Eber to Shem, the son of Noah; from him
were descended likewise the Assyrians and the Arameans.
All these peoples spoke languages closely related, which we
are in the habit of calling Semitic (Shemitic). The speech of
the Canaanites (p. 7) was nearest to that we know as Hebrew;
yet the Bible groups this people, together with the Egyp-
tians, among the descendants of Shem's brother, Ham.
Language and stock are by no means interchangeable
terms, Often the language of one people is acquired by an-
other of a totally different stock. When therefore we speak of
Semites, we have in mind solely their speech and culture, not
the form of the skull or facial expression, If at all there was a
primitive Semitic stock, its earliest habitat is a matter of
conjecture, Nowhere, not even in Arabia, were the people of
Semitic speech indigenous to the soil. It seems probable that
at divers periods in remote antiquity they had migrated from
somewhere in Central Asia. Equally uncertain is the primi-
tive home of the peoples of Indo-European speech, in histor-
ical times inhabiting India, the highlands in Iran and north

3

IN THE stretch of land skirting the western bank of the



4 THE BEGINNINGS OF THE PEOPLE

of the Taurus range, and the continent of Europe. It is quite
possible that they, too, came from Central Asia and were
at one time close neighbors to the Semites, the two sets of
peoples trading with one another and exchanging their cul-
tural possessions.

From Ur of the Chaldees an ancient caravan route led to
Haran (the Roman Carrhae), a well-cultivated district in
northeastern Mesopotamia. There we find the Terahites
after their departure from their original home. Their intent
was to push on by way of Damascus to the land of Canaan.
This destination was reached by Abraham after his father’s
death. He took with him his brother’s son Lot, the father of
Moab and Ammon. They left behind the kindred Arameans;
they left behind also the gods whom they and their fathers
had worshiped. The Bible invests the migration of Abraham
with the character of a religious movement. Abraham was
‘called’ (Isaiah 51.2); by the grace of prophetic inspiration, in
obedience to the divine voice, he set foot upon a land which
he received as a promise for him and his seed for ever.

This land, which the Jews call the Land of Israel and to
which the Romans gave the name of Palestine, was then
known as the Land of Canaan. Normally it means the nar-
row strip of land west of the Jordan, ‘from Dan to Beer-
sheba’; it increases in width from twenty miles in the north
to sixty in the south and covers an area of six thousand
square miles. But from the point of view of actual or con-
templated possession, its northern as well as its southern end
extended beyond the limits mentioned. Certainly the four
thousand square miles east of the Jordan must be comprised
within the territoryin which the early history of Israel was set.

Physically, likewise, the two halves of Palestine go to-
gether, A barrier of mountain chains and table-land, running
from north to south, shuts off the Syro-Arabian desert in the
east from the Mediterranean, or Great, Sea in the west. A
deep chasm merely interposes itself. This great crack sets in
with the plain sunk between the Lebanon and the eastern
parallel range, the Antilibanus. The southerly extension of
the eastern range is the Hermon; in its spurs the river Tor-
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dan takes its rise. So far we find ourselves above the level of
the Mediterranean. But after the river leaves behind the
swampy lakelet Huleh, from the Bridge of the Daughters of
Jacob to the pear-shaped Lake of Galilee (Sea of Chinnereth),
the river bed falls to a depth of 689 feet; it continues to drop
unti] the Jordan loses itself in the bitter waters of the Dead
Sea, the bottom of which is some 2,600 feet below the Medi-
terranean level. This central Rift formed in ancient geologi-
cal times a huge inland lake; long before the appearance of
man it had dried up, leaving the river and the three lakes.
South of the Dead Sea there is a steady rise as we proceed
toward the Gulf of Akabah, the eastern arm of the Red Sea.

The abrupt falls of the Jordan, no less than the swift cur-
rents and the zigzagging channel, are a hindrance to naviga-
tion. In shallow depths the river is fordable. In the spring of
the year it overflows its banks. When the water recedes, the
river is bordered by a jungle of luxuriant semi-iropical vege-
tation, the ‘pride of the Jordan.’” On both sides the ascent is
steep. The eastern range is slightly more continuous than the
western; it more readily gives itself to table-land formation
and maintains a higher average level. From the slopes of
Hermon to the valley of the Jarmuch——the river empties its
waters into the Jordan just below the Lake of Galilee—
Golan, rocky in the north and more arable in the south,
stretches itself; a broad prairie to the east is the biblical
Bashan, noted for iis abundant forests of oak-trees and its
rich pastute lands offering nourishment to herds of strong
cattle. Another tributary of the Jordan, the Jabbok, inter-
sects the highland of Gilead. Physically, there is a close like-
ness between Gilead and the corresponding part of western
Palestine; the two were also intimately connected histori-
cally. The wooded hills of Gilead send forth streams and
springs in abundance. The valley of the Jabbok is particu-
larly fruitful; much wheat is grown, and sheep and cattle
find rich pasture ground. South of the Jabbok, in the land of
Ammon, ridges and forests diminish. Moab is a bleak table-
land, broken through by deep river beds; chief of them is
th~t of the Arnon which drains into the Dead Sea.
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On the western side, the Lebanon passes over into the
plateau of Upper Galilee, walled in by high hills. The hills of
Lower Galilee are less elevated; they gradually slope off
towards the depression which forms the great break across
the main range of the country. Thisis the Plain of Esdraelon.
It is cut off from the Valley of the Jordan by the Gilboa
mountains, and from the sea by the range of the Carmel. The
cone-shaped peak of Tabor dominates it at the northeastern
point. The Kishon is the principal river draining it. This
river runs in a northwesterly direction at the foot of the
Carmel range; now and again the Galilean hills approach
quite closely, leaving but narfow passes through which the
river glides along; then the plain widens out towards the Bay
of Acre (Acco), which receives the waters of the Kishon
through a marshy delta east of Haifa. Between the promon-
tory of the Carmel and the sea there is but a beach of two
hundred yards; but gradually the maritime plain increases in
extent, It becomes the Sharon, from which passes lead across
the Carmel range into the Great Plain, thus connecting sea
and Jordan valley and forming the natural route for armies
marching south or north, between Egypt and Syria. The
Plain of Dothan affords a still wider entrance. It separates
the Carmel range from the hill-country of Samaria (Mount
Ephraim); the gentle gradients westward and the many
broad valleys within, render this central portion of the land
far more accessible than the southern hill-country of Judah.
From the Philistine coast the Judean Lowland rises imper-
ceptibly with its short and low ranges and the pebbly river
beds in its cross valleys; from there the ascent to the Judean
mountains and high plateau is steep and abrupt. Between
the mountain ridges tortuous and deep defiles interpose. The
desolate appearance which the bare stones of the lofty sur-
face present to-day is obviously due to the neglect of ages.
Now and again the ruins of terraced masonry show that at
one time human hands were at work to conserve the waters
of the rainfall and the soil which they moisten. The rough
and dreary aspect increases eastward as the terrain falls pre-
cipitously towards the Dead Sea. Southward the steppe
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character becomes pronounced in the dry Southland (Negeb)
before it passes into the barren desert.

When Abraham entered the land, he found the Canaan-
ites in possession of a good part thereof; il is they who gave
the land its very name. For a long time the traffickers who

+traded with the Israelites went by the name of Canaanites.
Side by side with the Canaanites, who dwelt in the Lowlands,
were found the Amorites who occupied the mountainous dis-
tricts. Both were Semitic, if we remember what the term
properly means (p. 3). It is likely that the Amorites were the
first settlers. Their early seat was the Lebanon; thence they
spread eastward as well as southward. For a time theymade
themselves masters of Babylon, giving that city its first
dynasty of rulers, of whom Hammurapi (about 2100 before
the Christian era) was the most illustrious. An energetic
administrator, he left an enduring monument in the Code of
Laws which he promulgated. The Code testifies to a high
degree of civilization, marred by the prevalence of unchaste
institutions which are taken for granted and regulated. The
penal provisions are strict and oftentimes harsh, as when
children are punished for the crime of their fathers. On the
whole the Code bears the character of secular legislation, on
a par with the tenor of our modern laws; moral injunctions
have no place in it.

The Amorite dynasty of Babylon was overthrown by the
Hittites. From their plateauacross the Taurus they descended
into Babylonia as well as Syria; in Abraham’s time they had
principalities in Palestine. Other smaller nationalities were
domiciled in specific parts of the land, so the Hivites about
Gibeon, the Jebusites in Jerusalem. Back of all these nations
there had been an earlier population which these displaced.
The Bible speaks of the Rephaim and Anakim, men of high
stature, of whom there were still remnants at the time of the
Israelite occupation and even later. Scattered over the coun-
try were the structures reared by these ‘giants’: cyclopean
walls of undressed blocks of stone wedged with chips; stone-
circles (cromlechs) and crude dome-shaped chambers (dol-
mens), consistine of a slab supported by upright blocks, for
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sepulchral purposes. There seems no reason why this older
race may not also have been Semitic. At a still earlier period
we find evidences of an aboriginal stock of dwarfish stature,
who lived in caves and disposed of their dead by cremation.

The pre-Israelite population of Palestine was thus made
up of a medley of stocks. The dominant element was clearly
Semitic; if there were any other constituents, they had been
absorbed, The Philistines occupied the coastland from Jaffa
southward. They had come from the southern coast of Asia
Minor (or possibly theisland of Crete) and dispossessed the
Avim, But they had largely surrendered to Canaanite influ-
ences, The broken up configuration of the Land, no less than
the mixed stocks which formed its population, militated
against consolidation of political power. No centralized em-
pire arose. There was a multitude of city-kingdoms; in the
face of a common danger a league was hastily formed and it
just as soon fell apart. The Philistines alone were perma-
nently federated, though each of their five city-states had its
own ruler. So it was easy for powers great and small to over-
run the country and impose their suzerainty upon the Pales-
tinian kinglets.

Almost from the dawn of history, the rulers in the Tigris-
Euphrates valley had their eye on the ‘westland’ and boasted
of its subjugation. Just as earnestly did the Pharachs of
Egypt strive to bring Syria and Palestine within their
sphere of influence. Egyptian armies penetrated into the
heart of Palestine during the Middle Empire (from 2160 on).
After the twelfth dynasty (1785) the power of Egypt was
broken; the tables were turned, and Syrian bedouins (the
Hyksos) established themselves in the seat of the Pharaohs
(1700-1580). At last the foreign dominion was shaken off.
The rulers of the New Empire sought out the remnant of the
Hyksos in their Syrian fastnesses. Vigorous military cam-
paigns northward were undertaken by Amenhotep (about
1550) and Thutmose I. (1530). The conquest of Palestine
was accomplished by Thutmose III. in a series of expeditions
which terminated in 1459. The strong cities were garrisoned
with Egyptian soldiery; diplomatic and military officers were
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stationed in the land to collect the annual tribute: otherwise
the native rulers were left in their positions, provided they
paid their tribute regularly. Egyptian influence was strong-
est in the south; in the north the effect of the earlier military
and pacific penetration fromi.the east was felt even during
the times of Egyptian ascendancy., ‘

It would seem that as early as the sixteenth pre-Christian
century the Hebrews had their settlements in the land. The
tracts which they occupied were acquired on the whole
peacefully, through covenanted negotiation with the native
chiefs; here and there the sword and the bow wrested the
land from the unwilling or treacherous Amorite. The He-
brews were a pastoral people, moving about with their flocks
of sheep and goats from one convenient pasture ground to
another; but the Palestinian soil invited semi-permanent
establishments and tillage. The process of settlement was a
slow one; fresh kindred groups followed from the Aramean
borderland of the desert. Abraham pitched his tents about
Hebron; Isaac dwelt in Gerar and the Negeb; Jacob, also
named Israel, at Shechem. The Children of Israel, or Israel-
ites, counted twelve tribes. Two chief divisions marked them-
selves off according to descent from Leah or Rachel, the
wives of the ancestor Israel: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah,
Issachar, Zebulun reckoned themselves to the former, Joseph
and Benjamin to the latter. Of somewhat inferior lineage, as
children of concubines, were in the one group Gad and Asher,
and in the other Dan and Naphtali. They all knew them-
selves as united in blood, the children of one father. As their
ancestors had sought their wives from among their own kin
in Aram, so the Israelites abhorred marital alliances with the
people among whom they dwelt. They looked upon them-
selves as strangers and sojourners, distinct from the nations
that had settled in the land in times more remote.

A plainer and fresher stock, the Israelites looked askance
at the luxurious life of the rich craftsmen, artisans, and mer-
chants in the cities, who surrounded themselves with precious
stuffs and omaments in gold and silver. The cities appeared
to the new-comers as ‘fortified up to heaven.’ A rine of walls,
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often a double ring, guarded the inhabitants against raids; 2
formidable enemy laying siege to a town must needs throw
up mounds in order to batter the walls or to scale them by
means of a lauder. To ensure an ample supply of water
within the city in case of a siege, tunnels leading to a spring
would be cut with great engineering skill. Weapons, such as
daggers, swords, the points of spears and arrows, were fash-
ioned of flint or bronze; but the smelting of iron had been
mastered, and the ordinary archer stood in chariots plated
with iron, while the chiefs had them covered with gold and
silver. The art of writing was known, whether in the clumsy
wedge-shaped Babylonian characters on clay or in the
alphabetic script which the traders simplified from cruder
Egyptian patterns and traced on papyrus likewise imported
from Egypt. Every king had his scribe and every court its
archives kept in earthen chests; one city bore the name of
Booktown (Kiriath-sepher).

The Canaanite religion was of the Semitic type of polythe-
ism. Each city, nay, each field and vineyard, well and spring,
had its lord (baal, adon) or lady (baalah) as divine possessor
and protector. The sexual manifestations of life were under
the patronage of the goddess Astarte (or Asherah); like her
Babylonian counterpart Ishtar, she was ministered to by
male and female devotees who offered their bodies for hire in
honor of the deity. The worship of the sun and moon was a
direct importation from Babylonia. Beside the chief gods,
there were others lower in scale, ghostly beings which were
supposed to haunt the fields and steppes. In the temples the
richly clad and ornamented images were exposed to the hom-
age of the worshipers. Beside every altar stood a pole (ashe-
rah) or stone pillar (mazzebah), emblems of the presence
of the deity. The altar was the god's table, whereon gifts
were presented in gratitude for the blessings of the harvest
or the fruitfulness of the cattle; cups were hollowed therein
for the reception of the blood of animal victims or for the
libation of wine. By partaking of the sacred meat, the wor-’
shipers entered into communion with their god. At times the
entire animal was placed on the altar to be consumed by
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fire and to ascend as a sweet savor to the god, whose resi-
dence was afier all thought to be in heaven, The recurring
festivals of the seasons of the harvest or the ingathering of
fruits were celebrated with boisterous hilarity. There was
dancing accompanied by noisy music; wine was freely im-
bibed ; men and women gave themselves io orgies and in the
excess of their emotion cut their bodies with swords and
lances till the blood gushed out upon them. Divine honors
were accorded to the spirits of the dead ; over thegrave, food
was presented to them; by passing the night in tombs or by
calling up departed spirits one sought to obtain oracular
information. Magicandsorcery wererifein theland. Whether
for oracular purposes or as a-sacrifice of extraordinary effi-
cacy, it was the wont to make children pass through the fire.
These human sacrifices filled the Israelites with particular
horror: ‘for even their sons and their daughters do they burn
in the fire to their gods.’ The Israelites also recoiled from the
many forms of unchastity, the abominable excrescences of
an over-ripe civilization. The ‘iniquity of the Amorite’ was
reaching its fulness; in its room a new order of things was
preparing in the midst of the tribes of Israelite settlers.

The progressive Hebrew infiltration was not unobserved
by the native princes. At the turn from the fifteenth to the
fourteenth century, especially since 1370, Egyptian rule of
Palestine was only nominal. Amenhotep IV. (1375-1358)
was a bold religious reformer with rationalistic propensities,
who set up the worship of the sun-disk as the only god (solar
monotheism); but on the political side he was a weak mon-
arch. The petty kings of Palestine vied withone another in
protestations of loyalty to their overlord. But behind his
back they did as they pleased, secretly intriguing with the
very enemies of the Pharaoh. Continued encroachments upon
each other’s territory completed the disorganization. Com-
plaints were sent to the suzerain concerning the inroads of
the Hebrews. The Israelite tribes seem to have fallen out
among themselves; Joseph was pushed out into Egypt; there
the tribe prospered; a famine in Canaan forced the others to
follow suit. As the Bible has it, Toseph, the favorite son of
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Israel, was sold by his jealous brothers to an Ishmaelite cara-
van as it passed through on the way to Egypt. There, after
vicissitudes, he rose, by reason of his skill in interpreting
dreams, to high honors. He was made second to the Pharaoh;
during seven years of plenty he administered the produce of
the country, storing the surplus against the years of famine
which followed. When Joseph’s brothers came to buy food in
Egypt, they did not recognize him, but he recognized them,
and after several tests sent them back to return with their
aged father, A portion may have remained in Palestine; the
bulk settled in Goshen on the eastern delta, where they con-
tinued their pastoral life. It is possible that they found there
kindred elements from the larger Syrian circle; with these
they made common cause, and so they came to be looked
upon as troublesome aliens.

The successors of Amenhotep IV., his son-in-law Tut-
enkhamon and in particular Harmhab, the founder of the
nineteenth dynasty, restored Egyptian polytheism and reor-
ganized the empire. Seti I, (1313-1292) came to terms with
the Hittites and fortified the northern frontier of Palestine.
His son, Ramses 11, (1292-1225), was involved in renewed
warfare with the Hittites. He reconquered Ashkelon and
several Galilean cities, and obtained a favorable treaty of
peace with the Hittite king, whose daughter he took to wife.
He was a great builder, The immense Ramesseum at Thebes,
the great court in the temple at Luxor, and the vast colon-
nade at Karnak are monuments of his insatiable passion for
constructions. The campaigns in Palestine and Syria coun-
seled the moving of the royal residence northward. Tanis
(Zoan) grew into alarge and flourishing city. East of Goshen,
two new fortresses, store-cities, arose: Pithom (‘house of
Atum’) and (per-)Ramses (named after the king, who made
" it his residence). To build these cities, Ramses, ‘who knew
not Joseph,' exacted forced labor of the Israelitish shepherds;
under overseers of their own, subject to the control of Egyp-
tian taskmasters, they made the mud bricks which went into
the structure. These erstwhile free sons of the steppes groaned
under the taskwork which reduced them to bondmen; they
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longed for the land of the fathers, which even then harbored
a small residue of their people and where the name of Israel
had not been forgotten.



CHAPTER 1II
MOSES. THE EXODUS
(1220)

FRESH revolt broke out in Palestine. The successor of
A'Ramses, Me(r)neptah (1225-1215) quelled it; in a
stele, found near Thebes, he boasts of having de-
stroyed Israel. The commotion at home communicated itself
to the enslaved Israelites in Goshen. There arose an inspired
leader, a personality of incomparable magnitude, to become
the liberator of his afflicted brethren from their house of
bondage.

Moses the Levite was born at a time when the oppressing
Pharach ordered all new-born male children of the Hebrews
to be cast into the river. The child was exposed in a chest
among the bulrushes of the Nile; there the daughter of
Pharaoh found him and took him for her son. He grew up in
the royal court and was instructed in all the wisdom of the
Egyptians. When he came to man’s estate, he encountered
an Egyptian smiting a Hebrew; the feeling for his own over-
came Moses, and he slew the aggressor. But healso witnessed
the demoralization among the oppressed, when one Hebrew,
striving with another, met the rebuke of Moses with a brazen
reference to the Kkilling of the Egyptian. Moses, realizing
that the act was known, fled into the land of Midian in the
Sinaitic peninsula, There, in an oasis, stood a sanctuary. The
fugitive Egyptian—as such he was taken by the Midianite
priest—was made welcome; he married one of the priest’s
daughters and tended his father-in-law’s sheep.

On one occasion the shepherd penetrated far into the wild-
erness, close by the mountain of God (Horeb, Sinai). Sud-
denly, he beheld a bush burning with fire, and yet the bush
was not consumed. It was a vision ushering in his prophetic
call. Before he could explain the marvelous sight, he heard a
voice calling to him from the bush. The God of the fathers

14
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spoke, bidding him undertake the mission of freeing his
oppressed people. The patriarchs had known God as the
Almighty. To Moses God made Himself known by a new
name: I AM THAT I AM, the One whom no definition can
exhaust, who is always with His people, a Helper ever ready,
a Savior, ‘who is afflicted in all their affliction and in His
love and in His pity redeemeth them.’ Just now the power of
God was to manifest itself in freedom for Israel, with Moses
as the agent, the first shepherd of Ged's flock.

The prophetic call which came to Moses made him realize
the stupendousness of the task and his own unworthiness.
He preferred that someone else might be sent; he knew him-
self not a man of words, slow of speech, and of a slow tongue.
But his was the unquenchable fire, his the prophetic illu-
mination ; he would find an interpreter in his brother Aaron,
the future priest. It was borne in on the prophet in the sequel
how untrustworthy his priestly brother might become, how
he would yield to the low religious conceptions of the mass.
For the time being Moses accepted his brother’s help, when
with wife and children he returned from Midian. The two
together communicated to the people the divine message,
and the people believed. Preparations were made for a hasty
departure. Theexodustookplaceinthespringof theyear 1220.

The immediate goal was the Mountain of God, where
Moses received his revelation and whither the people now
resorted forasolemn pilgrimage. They marchedin an easterly
direction ; then they turned southward. It was impossible to
round the north of the lakes, to which in high tide the west-
ern, or Suez, arm of the Red Sea then extended, for the
reason that the frontier was strongly guarded. The Israelites
found themselves shut in by the wilderness, between Migdol
and the sea. A strong east wind, which blew all night, diove
the ebbing waters still further back and uncovered the bed of
the sea. In the dry sand the passage was effected towards
Baal-zephon on the eastern shore. A detachment of Egyptian
horsemen, which pursued the fleeing Israelites, was drowned
in the sea when the flood returned. The workings of ebb and
flow at the opportune moment were nothing short of a
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miracle. The people believed in God and in His appointed
messenger. Triumphantly they sang:

‘Sing ye to the Lord, for He is highly exalted;

The horse and his rider hath He thrown into the sea.’

The march went on past the bitter spring of Marah and
the palm grove of Elim. At Rephidim the Amalekites, who
disputed the possession of this fertile strip, were overcome in
battle. Now the road lay open to the Mountain of God,
Horeb or Sinai, close by the territory of Midian, within the
district comprising the oasis of Kadesh with its wide plains
well supplied with springs issuing from the clefts of the rocks.
Both Sinai and Kadesh had long formed sacred centers to
the desert tribes; thither they made their pilgrimages, there
they held their fairs, and there the Midianite priesthood
adjudicated their quarrels according to traditional lore. The
memory of Israel ever after harked back to the time when
Moses brought the people to the foot of the mountain, there
to receive the foundation of their national unity and the
constitution of their religious community.

The inspiration of the prophetic leader communicated
itself to the whole people. A holy enthusiasm possessed them,
They saw God in His spiritual essence, under no manner of
form, and they heard His voice thundering forth the Ten
Words:

‘T am the Lord thy God: thou shalt have no other
gods before Me.

Thou shalt not make unto thee a graven image, nor
any manner of likeness. .

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God
n vain,

Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.

Honor thy father and thy mother.

Thou shalt not murder.

Thou shalt not commit adultery.

Thou shalt not steal,

Thou shalt not bear false witness. |

Thou sh~1t nnt covet.’
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In their state of exaltation, the people accepted with readi-
ness the prerogatives and duties of the divine election con-
stituting them a holy nation, the priest-people among man-
kind, guardians of the spiritual interests of humanity. A
formal covenant was solemnized by which the people bound
themselves to do the will of God. The groundwork of divine
revelation must needs be expanded; the Ten Words graven
on two tables of stone, the Testimony as they were called,
required supplementing in the form of a code of laws regulat-
ing the ramified affairs and duties of the nation as well as the
life of the individual Israelite. Such a manual of guidance
was called Torah, Instruction. The first draft of the Mosaic
Torah was read to the people and formally ratified by them.
It was therefore named the Book of the Covenant.

The Book of the Covenant, as we now read it in the twenty-
first, twenty-second, and twenty-third chapters of the Second
Book of Moses or Exodus, is preceded by a prologue at the
end of the twentieth chapter and concludes with a perora-
tion. The imageless service of God is inculcated. The new
community, during the slow progress of the conquest, will
have to contend with the native population and its form of
religion. No compromise must be made with either. Any-
thing that will endanger the spiritual life of the nation must
be uprooted. The Canaanites have their numerous sanc-
tuaries, scattered throughout the land; so may the Israelites
—such was the first thought of Moses—build an altar, of
earth or of unhewn stones, not exactly in any place, but
wheresoever God has caused His name to be mentioned, ina
place hallowed through association with a memorable event
in the life of the patriarchs. Thus the names of the Canaan-
ite local deities—the baals—will come to be forgotten. To
the sanctuary is brought the Hebrew slave who chooses to
remain with his master for life, above the normal term of six
years; there oaths are taken in litigations; the manslayer by
misadventure seeks sanctuary.

The statutes (mishpatim, ‘ordinances’) deal with slavery
and concubinage, homicide and other crimes punishable
with death (like kidnappine, gross unfilial conduct), may-
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hem, theft, damages to property, seduction, witchcraft,
unnatural lust, idolatry. Imperceptibly the little Code pro-
ceeds to its second part, the hortatory dicta (debarim,
‘words'), that enjoin justice and kindness to the stranger, the
widow, and the fatherless, generosity to the impoverished
debtor, respect for God and constituted authorities, prompt
delivery of the first fruits, abstention from unlawful meat,
judicial impartiality, restoration of lost property, humanity
to animals, letting the land lie fallow in the sabbatic year
that the produce may go to the poor, desisting from labor on
the sabbath day that dependents as well as beasts of burden
may have rest. Three seasons for pxlgnmage, when all male
Israelites must present themselves at the sanctuary, are
ordained: the feast of unleavened bread in the spring of the
year in commemoration of the coming out of Egypt, the
feast of harvest, and the feast of ingathering,

A premature atlempt was made to enter the promised land
from the south; it ended disastrously. After many years
there was nothing left but to try the more difficult and
circuitous route to reach Canaan from the east. In their wan-
derings the Israelites carried with thema portable sanctuary,
which was taken down and set up from station to station; in
its most sacred part rested the Ark of the Covenant, which
contained the two tables of stone. The king of Edom refused
to let the Israelites pass through his territory. So they were
constrained to encircle Edom, going in a southerly direction
and then moving up northward. The Amorites, pressed by
the Hittites, had pushed the Moabites from their seats north
of the Arnon. The Israelites passed by the Moabitish terri-
tory far to the east; but so soon as they touched the Amorite
frontier, Sihon, whose residence was at Heshbon, met them
in battle. The Amorites were defeated and compelled to cede
territory to the invaders. A similar victory was obtained over
the forces of Og king of Bashan, and the Israelites gained a
footing in this fertile district.

The conquest of the country east of the Jordan—only
Ammon and Moab held their own—may not have been
accomplished all at once; it is likely that the Amorite power



TIIE SECOND CODE 19

was not broken before several generations. The attack was
made principally by Reuben, Gad, and half of the tribe
Manasseh; they were content to settle in the occupied dis-
trict which afforded rich grazing ground for their cattle:
Reuben and Gad in the southern end, and the Manassite
clans of Machir and Jair in Gilead and Bashan, No matter
what the custom may have been during the wanderings—the
portable sanctuary was within easy access—the beginnings
of settled life over an extended area were ordered in accord-
ance with the provisions of the Book of the Covenant. Altars
were reared in sundry localities, in any place one saw fit,
every man doing whatsoever was right in his own eyes.
Moses now realized the danger to the new and spiritual relig-
ion of his foundation, when local habits and pagan supersti-
tions of the former inhabitants might creep in. He accord-
ingly revised his earlier legislation in a new Book of the
Covenant issued on the eve of his death in the plains of
Moab opposite Jericho.

This second thought of the lawgiver sharply distinguished
belween the unrest attending the period of the conquest
when the prevailing procedure might continue in force, and
the normal conditions upon the completion of the settlement
across the Jordan. He foresaw the natural progress toward
centralization, political and religious. The consolidation of
national unity and the full expression of Israel’s unique piety
demanded a central place of worship, a sanctuary one and
only, whither men might resort thrice annually and under
the eyes of a faithful priesthood be stirred by that which is
Israel’s chiefest concern, the nearness of God. ‘For what
great nation is there, that hath God so nigh unto them, as
the Lord our Geod is whensoever we call upon Him?’

The second Code, no less than the first—or for that matter
the middle books of the Pentateuch—repeatedly inculcates
the duty of caring for the dependent classes, the wandering
Levite in the gates, the widow, the fatherless, the hapless
stranger, or of succoring the impoverished brother. Even the
brute creatures are to be treated with kindness; thus the ox,
while treadins out the corn, is not to be muzzled. Crime
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must be punished; bul even the criminal shall be spared
undue indignity: nor may childien be involved in the pun-
ishment of offending fathers. Commercial honesty and judi-
cial incorruptibility aie insisted upon; all unchaste and
unseemly conduct is banned; a holy avoidance of all things
impure is demanded, as befits a people serving the Holy God.
No form of idolatry shall be tolerated. “The Lord is God in
heaven above and upon the earth beneath; there is none
else.

The Unity of God was for Moses not a matter of reasoned
speculation; it was morally determined, the most stupen-
dous reality that concerns the Israelite in begetting single-
hearted devotion. '"HEAR, O ISRAEL, THE LORD OUR GOD, THE
LORD IS ONE. Therefore thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
might.” The Mosaic Torah is summed up in this supreme
commandment. The divine law, the prophet exhortingly
avers, is neither too hard, nor far off; it is not in heaven,
neither is it beyond the sea; the word is very nigh, in one’s
mouth, and in one's heart.

So spoke the prophet, commending the Torah before he
passed away. There is much priestly legislation in the Torah,
much of outward ceremonial, It was meant to be there, for
piety must needs be organized. But all that is transcended
by prophetic inwardness and prophetic persuasivéness. ‘By a
prophet the Lord brought Israel up out of Egypt, and by a
prophet was he kept.’ He was also for Israel the greatest of
prophets. ‘There hath not arisen a prophet since in Israel
like unto Moses.” It was not granted him to lead the people
into Canaan, but he led them up to its very entrance, and
from the heights of Moab’s hills he surveyed the land of the
fathers which was to be given to their children. The God of
the spirits of all flesh would appoint successors to carry on
and complete the work of Moses, to win the land for Israel
and the Lord. Moses was the creative builder; he laid the
foundation; he left a divine programme in the Torah, which
ever after remained an inheritance of the congresation of
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Jacob. For Moses there was none like unto God, and among
nations none like unto Israel; he taughi his people the belief
in the Unity of God and in Israel’s uniqueness,



CHAPTER 111
THE CONQUEST OF CANAAN. THE JUDGES
(1180-1100)

SFTER the death of Moses, the leadership of the nation

fell to Joshua, an Ephraimite, trained in the arts of

warfare and in statecraft. Under his command, the
people, organized for military attack, crossed the Jordan at
a fordable place facing Gilgal. The strongly fortified Jericho
(*Moon-city,' dedicated to the worship of the moon), with its
double ring of walls, previously destroyed in the sixteenth
century and then rebuilt, was carried by a successful assault.
The gateway to the broad plateau in the center of the land
was thus opened.

Here the tribe of Judah separated from the northern
tribes. While Simeon and the friendly nomadic tribe of the
Kenites advanced from the southwest or south, the men of
Judah marched from the north to conquer the southern hill-
country. The Jebusite king of Jerusalem met them in battle;
he was wounded and carried by his people to his residence.
Caleb and Othniel succeeded in dislodging the Canaanites
from Hebron and Debir. The superior tactics of the in-
habitants of the coastal plain, who could move against the
invaders with their iron chariots, prevented further occupa-
tion of the country down the hills. The Jebusite stronghold
and the whole northern belt remained likewise in the hands
of the Canaanites. The isolation of Judah was thus made
effective for some time to come.

The northern tribes succeeded to the national title of
Israelites. Grouped about the sons of Joseph and the Ephra-
imite leader, they were at first driven off as they climbed the
ascent to Ai; but soon the city was taken by a stratagem.
Bethel fell into their hands through the treachery of one of
the inhabitants, who betrayed to the Israelite scouts the
most advantageous point for an assault. Gibeon with its
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neighboring localities surrendered peacefully. Adoni-zedek,
the king of Jerusalem, organized a coalition of his brother
kings against the Israelites and their allies, the Gibeonites.
A battle was fought in the Valley of Aijalon;in the descent
from upper to nether Beth-horon the fleeing confederates
were caught in a hail-storm ; the Israelites pursued the enemy
relentlessly.

It was a decisive victory for Israel; the day of Gibeon was
celebrated in a song, which told how the sun stood still and
hasted not to go down about a whole day, until the nation
had avenged themselves of their enemies. The heart of the
country, the Central Range, was now safe for Israel. The
forests of the higher ridges were cut down to aflord more soil
for the settlers. The leading tribe was Ephraim, in whose
territory lay Shechem, where the people assembled for com-
mon action, and Shiloh, the resting-place of the Ark. Manas-
seh dwelt furiher north, towards the Great Plain; but the
Plain itself remained in the possession of the Canaanites.
The northern country, Galilee, was opened up to the other
tribes after a concerted onslaught by the king of Hazor and
his confederates was thwarted at the Waters of Merom.

A good part of the country was thus occupied; but the
conquest was in its merest beginnings. The Egyptian over-
lord by no means relinquished his hold upon the land;
Ramsges IT1. (1198-1167) vigorously maintained his Syrian
dominions. The struggle between the Israelites and the dis-
possessed Canaanites appeared to the Pharachs as an inter-
nal feud; so long as the conquerors in their domains and the
unsubjected Canaanites in their territories paid their tribute,
no attempts were made to interfere on the side of the one
against the other.

But soon the Egyptian control of Palestine and Syria grew
to be shadowy in the extreme. Israel gained a footing in the

land, now by bloody warfare, now by peaceful means.
Mutual concessions and accommodations were not infre-
quent; but as often as one or the other part waxed stronger,
there developed renewed friction. The coast was nowhere
reached by the invaders; within, the Great Plain, with its
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fortresses, Taanach, Megiddo, and Beth-shan, constituted a
formidable barrier. The Israelite tetritory was thus split up;
each tribe was left to carry on its own adventures. Yet the
feeling that they all belonged together was not obliterated;
but it required great emergencies and the weight of out-
standing personalities to stir them to common action.

The Canaanites once more gathered their forces to strike
at Israel. The leading spirit of the new coalition was Sisera.
On both sides of the Plain of Jezreel the Israelites were
harassed; all power of resistance seemed to be broken in
them, ‘not a shield or spear was seen among forty thousand
of Israel.' Then there arose an inspired mother in Israel,
Deborah. She summoned the leaders in Israel, at their head
Barak son of Abinoam, to battle on behalf of their people
and their God. Of Judah's participation there could be no
thought; in the far north Dan and Asher were absorbed in
mercantile pursuits; across the Jordan, Reuben dallied irres-
olute among his sheepfolds and Gilead was indolently im-
passive. The other tribes, Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh
from the south, Zebulun, Naphtali, and Issachar from the
north, met in the Plain, where the enemy had massed his
hosts near Taanach and Megiddo east of the Carmel (1150).

‘The kings came, they fought; then fought the kings of
Canaan, they took no gain of moncy.' It was a combat in
which no quarter was given or sought. Boldly did the Israel-
ites rush upon the enemy, ‘jeoparding their lives unto the
death.’ So fierce was the onslaught that the Canaanites, with
their chariots and horses, were put to rout in a wild panic.
The very stars in their courses seemed to fight against them;
in the heavy rainfall, swelling the brook Kishon, their flight
was retarded. Sisera escaped on foot; he was parched with
thirst. He chanced upon a nomadic encampment of Kenites,
the friends of Israel. At one of the tents he asked a drink of
water; Jael, the heroic woman of the tent, recognized in him
the tormentor of Israel. She offered him milk in a lordly
bowl; the weary captain gulped it down. As he was overcome
with drowsiness, Jael swiftly struck his head with a heavy
hammer; at her feet he fell dead,
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The Canaanite opposition was broken for ever. No armed
resistance was attempted after that; the Canaanites accom-
modated themselves to their neighbors and witnessed one
portion of the land after another pass out of their possession.
Gradually Israel became master; the former inhabitants
were reduced to subjection. The complete rout of the enemies
of the Lord and Israel was sung in a poem, the ‘Song of
Deborah,’ a quaint document of those early days of storm
and stress, glowing with the white heat of praise for the
heroic men and women, the rulers in Israel, as they rallied ‘to
the help of the Lord among the mighty.” The cause of the
Lord and of Israel was one, even as in the days of the begin-
nings, when Sinai quaked and trembled at the presence of
the God of Israel,

The Israelite hold on the land, however, was disputed from
other quarters. The Moabites had grown ambitious to recon-
quer their seats wrested from them in Mosaic times; ulti-
mately their activity led to the weakening of Reuben, who
dwindled away amid precarious conditions. Some time hefore
Barak's glorious victory over the Canaanites, the tribe of
Benjamin in particular had suflered subjection at the hands
of Moab, who with the aid of Ammon established himself
west of the Jordan in Jericho. It was intolerable to leave the
gateway to the central country in the hands of an enemy;
the enslaved condition irked the free sons of Benjamin. One
of them, the left-handed Ehud, as he ostensibly came to
present his people’s tribute, sought an audience with the
king of Moab at his palace and, unobserved, pierced him
with his sword. Ehud’s tribesmen responded to his call to
arms, and the Moabite garrison was annihilated.

The western country continued to attract the eye of the
nomad in the east, ever ready to overrun pastures and farm-
lands, This time it was the Midianites, a nomad branch of
the people settled in the vicinity of Sinai. Having ravaged
Edom and Moab, they followed a course northward similar
to that taken by Israel under Moses. Now they poured
across the Jordan into the fertile valleys of the west. Year
after year, just before the harvest, they came, ‘as locusts,
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for multitude,’ riding upon their camels, and plundered
the crops. The Israelitish peasantry offered no resistance.
Fearing for their lives, they fled into the mountains, where
the abandoned ancient hill-forts and rock caves afforded a
hiding-place. On one occasion the raiders penetrated as far
as Mount Tabor., They plundered freely and slew any
who ventured into their path. Among the slain were several
sons of a Managsite chieftain.

Their brother Jerubbaal, also called Gideon, actuated by
the sacred duty of blood revenge and roused by his people's
affliction, called the fighting men of his own clan, Abiezer, to
arms. The small band of three hundred warriors pitched
close by the well of Harod at the foot of the Gilboa moun-
tains, whence the enemy camp northward in the valley could
be observed. Suddenly, in the dead of night, Gideon’s
picked men surprised the enemy; the lurid glow of their
torches and their deafening shout {‘The sword for the Lord
and for Gideon!") threw the Midianites into a panic. The
Abijezrites, now reinforced by their brother clans of Manas-
seh as well as by Naphtali and Asher, pursued the fleeing
hordes. The Ephraimites, though they arrived late, inter-s
cepted the enemy about to ford the Jordan and slew two of
the Midianite chieftains, Oreb and Zeeb.

Once more the Midianites overran the country. This time
they made their escape across the Jordan, their camels laden
with booty. Gideon and his troops followed in hot pursuit.
The men of Succoth and Penuel near the Jabbok refused
food to Gideon's hungry men. Gideon marched on toward
the south and east, as far as the caravan route on the out-
skirts of the steppe. The enemy was overtaken and the two
kings, Zebah and Zalmunna, were captured. These head-
strong sons of the desert freely boasted of killing Gideon’s
brothers; proudly they refused to die by the hand of Gideon's
lad and begged the commander himself to give them the
death-stroke (‘for as the man is, so is his strength’). Condign
punishment was meted out after the victory to the towns-
folk of Succoth and Penuel for their unbrotherly conduct to
their fellow-Israelites. A boy from Succoth was compelled to
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write down the names of seventy-seven notables of the town,
who were then executed.

The victorious chief led his army of freemen homeward.
Gratefully, the people offered him a hereditary kingdom;
Gideon declined the royal dignity, for none but the Lord
might rule over Israel. However, he maintained at his
family seat in Ophrah a semi-regal establishment; the house
of Joseph had a king in fact, if not in name. With his portion
of the spoil he erected a sanctuary at Ophrah, in which
he placed an ephod, a symbolic representation of the deity,
made of seventeen hundred shekels of gold. This was clearly
a falling away from the Mosaic religion. It shows to what
an extent Israel was becoming ensnared by the Canaanite
mode of life which persisted in the land after the partial
subjection of the natives.

As becoming a ruler of wealth and power, Gideon had a
numerous harem. Seventy sons survived him. The expecta-
tion was natural that one of these should succeed to his rule.
But Gideon had indicated no choice, and the brothers fell
out among themselves. The strife served the ambition of
Abimelech, the son of a Canaanitish woman in Shechem,
whom Gideon had married from political motives. This city
wasonly hall-Israelitish ; by the side of the new-comers dwelt
the Canaanites, among whom the old aristocratic family of
the sons of Hamor was the most prominent. There was an
ancient sanctuary, dedicated to the god of the city, who was
named God (El) or Lord (Baal) of the Covenant, thus unit-
ing the citizens in a covenanted league of peace. Abimelech’s
kinsmen at Shechem were readily persuaded that it wasbet-
ter for them to be ruled by one of their own bone and flesh.
With silver from the treasury of the city-temple he hired a
body of adventurers to butcher his threescore and ten
brothers. Jotham, the youngest, alone escaped. Abimelech
was acclaimed king in the sanctuary, close by the sacred
terebinth,

The affection of the Shechemites for their king was of short
duration. Jotham emerged from his hiding-place and shamed
the Israelite part of the population for their ignoble conduct
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toward his father and his father’s house. From a terrace on
Mount Gerizim he mocked their choice of a ruler—the off-
spring of the subjected Canaanite race—with the famous
fable of the trees going forth to find a king for themselves.
One after another, the olive-tree, the fig-tree, the vine,
declined the honor; the mean bramble alone accepled. Thus
discord was sown between the two sets of citizens. Soon
enough the Canaanite portion itself cooled toward their kins-
man king. Abimelech, after all, felt himself to be an Israelite
and preferred a strictly Tsraelitish city for his residence.
Shechem was left in the hands of its governor Zebul.

This official was minded to be loyal, although he could not
prevent the malcontents from injuring Abimelech by inter-
cepting caravans and plundering the tribute which they bore
for the king. Open rebellion was fostered by a mutinous troop,
led by the Israelite Gaal, which was admitted into the city.
As the townspeople were making merry over the completion
of the vintage and between cups were reviling the absent
king, Gaal fomented the seditious spirit by pointing out
how little cause the Israelite section had to serve the usurper.
The governor of the city, unable to stem the rising tide of
revolt, played a double r6le. While ostensibly holding with
Gaal and the majority of the population, he secretly apprised
Abimelech of the intrigue.

Four royal companies marched in the night against the
city. Gaal, urged by Zebul, made a sortie in the morning and
suffered heavy losses. He sought safety behind the gates of
the city; but Zebul, now openly espousing the king’s cause,
shut them against him. The infuriated citizens made away
with the treacherous governor and took the field against
Abimelech. They were attacked in front by three of the royal
companies, while the fourth cut off their retreat to the city.
For a whole day the fight went on. At length the place was
carried by assault, All the inhabitants were put to the sword,
and the city was completely destroyed. Abimelech then
turned against the Tower of Shechem, a town in the neigh-
borhood of the city, where a body of rebels still held out. As
Abimelech advanced against them, they took refuge in an
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underground chamber of the temple of the God of the Cove-
nant. The king's forces set fire to the sanctuary; a thousand
men and women perished in the flames.

Thus the Shechemite rebels were annihilated. But the
insurrection had not been put down. It spread to other local-
ities. The king invested the city of Thebez, a few hours’
journey from Shechem, on the road to Beth-shan. The citi-
zens had shut themselves in the tower and Abimelech made
ready to fire it. But fate overwhelmed him. As he stood
before the barred gate of the tower, a woman cast from
above a millstone upon his head, injuring him fatally. But
he retained consciousness, and as it was ignominy worse than
death to perish by the hand of a woman, he called hastily on
his armor-beatrer to dispatch him. Thus ended the rule of the
house of Gideon, the first attempt in northern Israel to
establish a monarchy.

The monarchical idea was nevertheless gaining ground,
although it went against the grain of the liberty loving
Israelites and the Mosaic tradition hardly favored its com-
ing, When an emergency arose, the tribe immediately con-
cerned was content to fight its own battles. All through this
period the leaders were lifted into their position by the need
of the hour., When their task was done, they still exercised
temporary sway over their own section and often enough
over contiguous territory. They were known by the title of
‘Judges,’” the name given to their chief magistrates by the
Carthaginians, the Canaanite (Phoenician) outpost on the
North-African coast. The central Ephraimites naturally
looked upon themselves as the backbone in the north; they
took time in answering a call to arms when they were not
immediately concerned, though when they awoke to the
danger somewhat late, asin the case of Gideon, they did their
part nobly; they considered it an affront when they were
disregarded. '

Gilead was hard beset by the Ammonites. The Gileadites
turned in their distress to Jephthah, who had been driven
from his home and was leading the life of a freebooter. At
the sanctuary of Mizpah, he received the homage of his peo-



30 THE CONQUEST OF CANAAN. THE JUDGES

ple. The campaign was short and decisive; the Ammonite
danger was warded off. Tragedy awaited the returning leader
at home. He had vowed rashly to offer up to the Lord for a
burnt-offering the first that would come forth from the door
of his house to meet him. As it happened, it was his only
child, a daughter, that came joyfully to greet him. The fatal
vow was kept, though it broke the father’s heart. The heroic
maiden was content 1o yield her life, seeing that the enemies
of her people had been humbled.

The Ephraimites declared war against Jephthah, because
they had not been called to join in the campaign against
Ammon. Jephthah accepted the challenge. He went out with
his Gileadite forces against the Ephraimites, who had
crossed the Jordan, and put them to flight. The fugitives
tried to regain the fords. But they were easily betrayed by a
peculiarity of their speech. They pronounced the sound sk as
s, saying ‘Sibboleth’ for ‘Shibboleth,’ meaning a flood, and
so they were ruthlessly butchered.



CHAPTER IV

THE INROADS OF CANAANITISH RELIGION

HE process of settlement, slow as it was, profoundly

altered the mode of life of the Israelites. At the out-

skirts of the steppe, or wherever else grazing might
be found for cattle, the ancient love for the free and hap-
hazard life of the nomad asserted itself, The tent offered a
simple abode and scant possessions were moved with ease.
Among these pastoral people the old tribal organization per-
sisted longest. Blood relationship, real or fictitious, was the
strongest tie; whatever authority was called for was exercised
by the elders.

But the nation at large was willing enough to take over a
more luxurious and less precarious existence based uponan
order of things ready-made. They installed themselves in
houses which they had not built, and took possession of fields
and orchards which they had not planted. The erstwhile
shepherds were transformed into tillers of the soil. They
produced grain and wine, oil and figs; the herds yielded them
milk and meat. There was more than enough to supply their
own needs; the surplus was exchanged with the Phoenician
traders for the products of Tyre and Sidon or far-off lands.
The Israelites at first lived in open villages; later they gained
a foothold in the cities, often alongside of the old Canaanite
residents or of stray foreigners. They took to the crafts;
warfare was carried on with greater efficiency; industry
developed; life took on pleasanter, richer, and more refined
forms, .

The backbone of the nation was the peasantry, perma-
nently established on the land. The old tribal organization
was on the wane; it still made itself felt in the avenging of a
kinsman’s death, or when members of a clan assembled
periodically for the joint sacrificial feast. Tribe and clan
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names persisted, but they had acquired in the main a local,
geographical connotation. In the cities particularly, the
government was in the hands of a body of elders from among
the arstocratic families, with one or more of their number
acting as the executive. These city councils performed also
judicial functions; by the side of the lay judges, the priests
sat in judgment over matters affecting the religious life and
conscience and administered the oath. Into the hands of the
priests was committed the Torah of Moses; copies were made
and deposited in the sanctuaries; the priests, likewise, col-
lected and committed to writing, in measured lines or in
prose, the story of the past life of the nation and its leaders.

The Canaanite inheritance made itself felt also in the
religious sphere. Of an out and out adoption of Canaanite
polytheism there could be no question. But the worship of
the Lord assumed more and more the features of the indige-
nous Baal cult. In consonance with the first thought of
Moses (p. 17), the Canaanite sanctuaries, high places as they
were called, like Bethel, Beer-sheba, Shechem, Gilgal, Pen-
uel, Ramah, Mizpah, were reconsecrated to the service of
the Lord; it was recalled that the patriarchs or early leaders
had worshiped there. It was inevitable that the Canaanite
mode of worship lingered; the danger, only too vividly
anticipated by the lawgiver, was realized. The Canaanite
symbols, like poles and stone pillars, were suffered to remain.
We have seen how Gideon erected an ephod of gold in his
sanctuary at Ophrah (p. 27); other examples will meet us
later. With the ephod was often associated another idol to
which human form was given—the teraphim; both were em-
ployed in divination. The popular religion gave itself over to
all sorts of magic and witchcraft; the Canaanite worship of
demons and departed souls was wide-spread. The grossest
aberration consisted in the adoption of human sacrifices
(p. 11), strictly forbidden by the Mosaic Torah.

A typical instance of the inroads of paganism is the story
of Micah's idolatrous shrine. This man, who was of the tribe
of Ephraim, confessed to his mother the theft of a substantial
sumn of silver; the pious mother dedicated a part of the



THE SHRINE OF MICAH 33

restored treasure, two hundred shekels, to the Lord. A silver-
smith was called in to overlay with silver an image carved of
wood or stone, which was placed in the family shrine. Micah
installed one of his sons to act as priest. ‘In those days there
was no king in Isiael; every man did that which was right in
his own eyes.” It happened that an ilinerant Levite from
Beth-lehem in Judah passed by; overjoyed, Micah turned
over the ministry at his shrine to the trained priest, allowing
him above his sustenance and raiment ten shekels of silver
yearly. The tribe of Dan in the south, pressed back by the
Amorites and finding their territory about Zorah and Eshtaol
too limited, just then determined to trek northwards; at the
springs of the Jordan, they captured the city of Laish and
renamed it Dan. On the way they appropriated the image of
Micah’s shrine and forced the Levitical priest—he was a
descendant of one of the sons of Moses—to accompany them.
Micah's protestations were of no avail; unwillingly he sub-
mitted to being robbed of image—'his god'—and priest alike.
It was an advancement for the Levite to be associated with
a tribal sanctuary rather than to minister in a private shrine;
the Levitical priesthood continued in Dan until the Philistine
advance.

Cotruplion in morals went hand in hand with the lapse
into idolatry. Another Ephraimite Levite, fetching his wife
back from her father’s house in Beth-lehem, and unwilling to
spend the night with non-Israelites in Jebusite Jerusalem,
found with difficulty a lodging in the house of an old man in
Benjamite Gibeah. A mob demanded the surrender of the
Levite for the satisfaction of their unnatural lust. The woman
was turned over to the rioters, who abused her to the point
of death. The outraged husband published the infamous deed
through all Israel. In the war that ensued almost the entire
tribe of Benjamin was annihilated; only a small remnant of
the warriors escaped. Even the women had been slaughtered.
Moreover, the Israelites had bound themselves by a solemn
oath not to give their daughters in marriage to Benjamites.
The prospect of the extinction of a whole tribe in Israel could
not be tolerated, As the city of Jabesh in Gilead had not
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answered the call to arms, it was decided to punish the citi-
zens by wholesale extermination; only four hundred virgin
girls were kept alive, and these were turned over to the
Benjamites. As even this number did not suffice, the Ben-
jamites were advised, at the time of the annual festival at
Shilch, to carry off as many of the girls as came out to take
part in the dances. No guilt could attach to their fathers or
brothers on account of the oath since the girls were taken
by force.

Amid this general backsliding into Canaanite idolatry and
immorality, there were not wanting circles of zealous adher-
ents to the Mosaic teac}ﬁng. Thus at Shiloh the imageless
cult was kept in its purity. This sanctuary housed the na-
tional palladium, the Ark of the Covenant; the priesthood
that guarded it was the one instituted by Moses, Levites
in descent from his brother Aaron. The warlike tribe of
patriarchal times had been transformed by Moses into a
brotherhood dedicated to the service of God; they bore the
Ark, they ministered at the altar, and they blessed the con-
gregation in the name of God. Wherefore the Levites
received no allotment of land; they were endowed instead
with certain revenues and tithes. Unlike the stray Levites,
content to serve in shrines, private or public, where impure
rites prevailed, the order at Shiloh was organized and pre-
sided over by men imbued with the Mosaic traditions.
Naturally even at Shiloh, those of grosser fibre were rapa-
ciously bent upon their emolument, much to the chagrin of
the spiritually minded who in the discharge of their office cut
themselves loose from all worldly ties or interests, ‘knowing
neither father nor brother nor their own children,’ absorbed
in the service of God and in teaching His ordinances in
accordance with the Mosaic Torah.



CHAPTER V
THE RISE OF THE MONARCHY
(1080-1030)

Wo tendencies, operative during the period of the

Conquest, retarded the realization of the Mosaic

programme. Tribal and local separatism, broken
through at intervals only, impeded the progress to complete
nationhood; the growing spell which the native civilization
cast over the simple minds of the Israelites tended to deaden
the purer notions of piety inherent in the Mosaic religious
institution. The people were roused to the double danger asa
new peril from withoutswept over thenation. The Philistines,
established in the coastal plain, invaded the hills and valleys
of the Lowlands. It was this advance, coming on top of the
Amorite pressure, that drove the Danites to seek for them-
selves a new home in the north (p. 33).

For years and decades intermittent skirmishing went on
between the two peoples; there were raids and counter-raids;
each tried to injure the other. The Danite Samson was the
heroic figure which this warfare produced. He was possessed
of great strength, which was believed to reside in his locks
worn long after the manner ot consecrated men (‘Nazirites,’
Numbers, chapter vi). However, he had a weakness for
Philistine women. These alliances enabled him to play many
a prank upon the enemies of his people, until through the
treachery of his last love, Delilah, he was shorn of his locks
and strength, The Philistines blinded him and took him to
the temple of their god. There they gathered to make sport
of him, but, in a final effort, he brought down the edifice,
content to die with his enemies.

Soon the Philistines took the offensive. Their aim was
clearly the Carmel range, from which access might be gained
to the Plain of Jezreel as well as to the hill-country of
Ephraim. A pitched battle was fought between Aphek (in

s
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Sharon) and Eben-ezer (in the year 1080). At the very first
onslaught, the Israelites were worsted; four thousand dead
covered the field of battle. The Israelitish army retreated
and then re-formed, this time with the Ark of the Covenant
in their midst. The presence of the Ark betokened the seri-
ousness of the hour; with the Lord now among His hosts,
courage filled the breasts of the Israelitish warriors. A shout
went up, the old battle-cry which was heard in the times of
Moses:

‘Rise up, O Lord, and let Thine enemies be scattered;

And let them that hate Thee flee before Thee.’

The Philistines fought with grim fierceness; the Israelites
were completely routed; there fell of them thirty thousand
footmen. The Ark itself was captured by the enemy; its
bearers, Hophni and Phinehas, the sons of Eli the priest of
Shiloh, lost their lives. The aged father's heart was trembling
for the Ark, which he had suffered to go forth; he was sitting
upon a seat by the wayside, when the tidings of the crushing
defeat reached him. He was moved neither by his people’s
disaster nor by the death of his sons; but at the mention of
the loss of the Ark, he fell backward and died of a broken
neck. Israel lamented the capture of the national palladium,
‘The glory is departed from Israel.’

Nothing could hinder the Philistine advance. The temple
at Shiloh was razed to the ground. Israel was reduced to a
state of vassalage. At Gibeah in Benjamin a Philistine gover-
nor was in residence. The Israelites were completely dis-
armed and the smiths were carried away from the country.
Husbandmen were compelled to take their implements to
Philistia to have them sharpened for a high price. Sometimes
as much as two-thirds of a shekel was paid for the filing of a
pickaxe. Remnants of the old Hebrew tribes made common
cause with the Philistines; later on they broke away and
allied themselves with Israel.

It came home to the clear-headed that the cause of the
disaster lay in the people’s disorganized condition. If the
nation, the whole of it and not merely one or two of the prin-
cipal tribes, felt itself as such and willed to remain one, sal-
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vation, not only at a grave crisis but for all time to come, was
to be found in the institution of the monarchy, The way out
was shown by the aged scer Samuel (1100-1020). In his
younger days, not so long before the battle of Aphek, he
had been admitted to the temple at Shiloh and there initiated
by Eli as an attendant in the sanctuary. After Eli's death, he
returned 1o his native city Ramah in the hill-country of
Ephraim and enjoyed the esteem of wide circles as a seer.

In those days the seer was in a manner the type of man
that later came to be called a prophet. Yet the change of
name indicated a subtle difference; the transition was effected
in these troublous times and under the fostering care of
Samuel. Prophecy gave to religion a mystic touch it meant
the complete absorption of the human personality in God,
bringing with it religious exaltation and a purified and spit-
itualized piety. Young enthusiasts traversed the country in
bands, singing and dancing as they went along and carrying
away the people by their ecstasy. The spirit that stirred
them was love of God and love of country; religion and
patriotism were one.

The niovement, in its incipiency, had in it much that was
bizarre; 1o curb its exuberance and to lead it back into the
channels of the Mosaic tradition was the work of Samuel.
He scrupled long about the increasing demand for a mon-
archy. All the nations round about had kings, Egypt, Edom,
Moab, Ammon, the Philistine cities. The advantages were
certain; but so also were the dangers of Oriental despotism.
The experiences of the previous attempts under Gideon and
Abimelech were not encouraging; the institution itself seemed
a perilous innovation. It had no place in the beginnings of
the national existence and was provided for in the Mosaic
Torah only as an eventuality none too desirable. Yet the
necessity of the hour called for a consistent leadership such
as only a king could give. Samuel took counsel with the
notables of Israel assembled at Mizpah. The monarchy was
determined upon;a constitution was drawn up. Then Samuel
produced the man in the person of Saul son of Kish, of the
tribe of Benjamin, a tesident of Gibeah.



38 THE RISE OF THE MONARCHY [1028-1013

Saul was of a commanding appearance, taller than any of
his compatriots. His temperament was such as to commend
itself to the shrewd seer on short acquaintance. He had been
caught early in the movement of the young enthusiasts,
much to the surprise of his friends (‘Is Saul also among the
prophets?’)., Samuel's interest in Saul must havebeen widely
known. The Ammonites, still smarting under Jephthah's
blow, saw in the weakening of Israel by the Philistine oppres-
sion an opportune moment to regain their lost territory and
invested the city of Jabesh in Gilead. The citizens appealed
to the city of Gibeah for help. The messengers were received
by the people with apathy. But Saul happened to be coming
home from the fields behind his oxen. He was quick to act.
Forthwith he took a yoke of oxen, cut them in pieces, and
sent them broadcast throughout Israel, calling the people to
arms with the proclamation: ‘Whosoever cometh not forth
after Saul and after Samuel, so shall it be done unto his
oxen.' The summons was obeyed. An army was assembled.
At Bezek, on the road from Shechem to Beth-shan, Saul
assumed command;in the night they crossed the Jordan; on
the morrow the siege of Jabesh was raised. In triumph the
people led Saul to Gilgal; there he was acclaimed as ruler.
For the first time in Israel the shout was heard: ‘Long live
the king,'

The people were now ready to follow their chosen leader,
and Saul could do ‘as his hand found,’ in accordance with an
earlier suggestion by Samuel. Saul's son, Jonathan, slew the
Philistine governor at Gibeah. The signal was thus given for
the uprising. The Philistines took up a position opposite
Gibeah in the north, the gorge of Michmas separating the
two camps. Three divisions of the Philistine army were raid-
ing the country in several directions; only a small outpost
guarded the pass of Michmas. Saul had but a force of six
hundred men about him. Jonathan, without the knowledge
of his father and accompanied only by his armor-bearer,
scaled the cliff and slew twenty men of the Philistine out-
post. The others, believing that a larger force was behind the
two darine Israelites, fled and carried consternation both to
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the outpost and into the camp of the raiders. The wild flight
of the enemy was hastened by an earthquake. From the
heights of Gibeah Saul beheld their panic and quickly pur-
sued the retreating foe. His small force was augmented by
former deserters, and all those that had sought safety in the
caves of the hill-country of Ephraim crawled out from their
hiding-places to join in the pursuit, which extended as far
as Aijalon on the slopes of the western range. Saul ordered
that none should stop to taste food until the evening, and
Jonathan, who in ignorance of the command had eaten some
honey, might have perished by the hand of his stern father,
had not thepeopleintervened onbehalf of theheroof theday.

The Philistines forbore to engage in a formal battle; their
generals were content to save the greater part of the army
and to lead them back home. Saul's success stiffened the
backbone of the nation. The tertitory of Benjamin, probably
also of Judah, was cleared of the enemy. Likewise, the
Ammonites, Moabites, and Arameans were driven off from
the country east of the Jordan. In order to deliver Judah
from the raids of the Amalekites, Saul undertook an expedi-
tion against the savage southern neighbor. The enemy was
crushingly defeated; their king Agag was taken captive and
executed at Gilgal. It was recalled how on the way from
Egypt the Amalekites had treacherously fallen upon the
Israelite women and children (p, 16).

There had been a cooling off in Samuel’s relations to the
king of his choice. Saul was soldier enough and patriot, but
somehow lacked a deeper understanding of the prophet’s
religious soul. The breach between the two leaders of the
nation cast a gloom on the remainder of the monarch’s
career; a predisposition to excitability, of the kind which
manifested itself early when he threw himself into the move-
ment of the patriotic enthusiasts, developed into a nervous
disorder. An evil spirit seemed to possess him; he was given
to unreasoning fits of terror and suspicious brooding; a pro-
found melancholy crept over him, darkening his mind, At
the sound of music well played, the unhappy monarch gained
temporary relief.



CHAPTER VI
SAUL AND DAVID
1 (1030-1013)

ROM the day of the disaster at Aphek (p. 36) the tribe
Fof Ephraim had lost its leading position in the nation.

The center of gravity was moving southward; the
capital of the new kingdom was in Benjamin. The Ben-
jamite monarch drew Judah from a prolonged aloofness to
take part in the affairs of the nation. The ascendancy of the
southern tribe and the part which it came to play it owed to
David, the greatest among its sons. This youngest son of
Jesse, at Beth-lehem, was goodly in appearance, of ready
speech, and a skilled player on the harp. Saul's courtiers
discovered him; the king grew fond of him and made him
his personal attendant and armor-bearer. A warm friendship
sprang up between David and the king's son, the chivalrous
Jonathan. David also won the affection of the king's
daughter.

War with the Philistines went on. There were repeated
encounters, now here, now there, The king was frequently in
camp with his army. His armor-bearer was naturally with
him, On one of these campaigns David slew the Philistian
champion Goliath, who was of giant stature. He also dis-
tinguished himself otherwise at the head of a division over
which the king had set him in command. The returning hero
was received with acclaims. The women sang:

‘Saul hath slain his thousands,
And David his ten thousands.’

From that time on the king's jealousy knew no bounds.
One day, Saul, in his raving condition, threw his spearat
David, as he was playing for the king. Dexterously David
dodged the thrust. He repaired to his own home; the king
ordered a guard placed about David’s house, that he might
be seized in the morning. He was saved by the loving care of

40
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his wife Michal, Saul's younger daughter; apprised of her
father’s evil intention, she let David slip away in the night.
She told the guardsmen that her hushand was sick in bed.
The maddened king sent his henchmen to fetch him, bed and
all. But when they entered the bedchamber, they found rest-
ing on a pillow the man-like figure of an idol (teraphim, p.
32), which Michal had laid on the couch in the place of
David.

Were these attempts on his life the passing mood of a mad-
man, or was the king definitely committed to the fixed notion
that here was a rival who must be done away with? David
wanted certainty, and Jonathan agreed to test his father's
intentions. The new moon was drawing near when, accord-
ing to wont, David should take his place at the king’s table
together with Jonathan and Abner, the chief in command of
the army. Saul inquired after the missing David; Jonathan
excused his absence on the plea that he had been granted
leave to participate in a family festival in his native town
Beth-lehem. The angry king used vituperative language
about his own son as well as the absent David. True friend
that he was, Jonathan, who barely escaped being struck by
his father's spear, sent word to David by a prearranged
signal. The breach with the king was past recall; safety lay
in flight.

Naturally David turned southward, to his own home, to
the mountains of Judah which he knew so well and which
offered so many hiding-places. He was short of food and
weapons. He obtained both at Nob, a small town north of
Jerusalem. Here the priesthood of Shiloh had settled after
the destruction of their sanctuary (p. 36); Ahimelech, Eli's
great-grandson, was their head. David pretended that he had
left in haste on a secret errand from the king and Ahimelech
was accommodating enough to turn over to him the sword
of Goliath (p. 40) which had been deposited in the sanctuary.
David continued his flight further to the south;heentrenched
himself in the stronghold of Adullam. Here he was joined by
his father's house; moreover, there gathered about him some
four hundred men, a body of malcontents and adventurers;
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their number increased as time went on to six hundred, and
under the training of their leader they became proficient in
the art of warfare.

As soon as Saul heard of the aid which the fugitives had
received at Nob, he inflicted exemplary punishment on the
priests’ city. All the priests, as well as their retainers, were
slain; only one of the sons of Ahimelech, Abiathar, escaped
the bloody massacre and found refuge with David. The
neighboring town of Keilah was being attacked by the
Philistines. David fell upon the enemy and carried away
much spoil. He was fearful, however, that the townspeople
might deliver him up to Saul. Moreover, it was unsafe to
remain long in a fixed place. David therefore chose to roam
about in the mountains of Hebron which offered many
caverns, Here the Calebite clan had its seat. The beautiful
and discreet Abigail, the widow of a wealthy member of this
clan, became David’s wife. This marriage was doubly advan-
tageous for him; he succeeded to much property and was
linked to the influential Calebites. But it also served to
embitter the king still more and he gave his daughter Michal
in marriage to another of his courtiers.

There were not wanting sympathizers with the king
against David and his band of outlaws. Repeatedly the loyal
army engaged in pursuit of the fugitive general; once or
twice Saul was in danger of being harmed by David's men.
David, however, was both magnanimous and prudent and
spared the king’s life. Nevertheless, it was borne in upon
David that sooner or later he might fall into the hands of his
pursuers. His condition was desperate, He decided that he
must quit Israelitish territory and seek safety with his peo-
ple'senemy. For a full year and four months David placed
himself under the protection of Achish king of Gath. The
Philistine ruler hoped that David would fight on his side
against Saul; nevertheless he was far from trusting him. He
kept him away from the capital. David was content to dwell
in Ziklag, not far from Gaza. From there he made repeated
raids on Arab bedouins; shrewdly he pretended to the king
that he was harassing the Judeans in the Neceb.
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The Philistines were now making ready to strike at Israel.
Achish demanded of his vassal military service in the ranks
of the Philistine army. He was summoned to the council of
war. Fortunately for David, the other Philistine kings were
suspicious of his fidelity. He returned to Ziklag, only to find
the place in ashes. The Amalekite bedouins had made good
the opportunity, while David and his contingent were away
in the capital; they carried off the women and the children
as well as all the spoil. David lost no time in pursuing them;
an Egyptian slave, whom the Amalekites had left half-dead
on the road, consented to act as guide. The enemy was over-
taken; all were slain, save four hundred who rode away upon
their camels; in addition to recovering all of his own, David
carried away much spoil to Ziklag.

As in the days of Eli (p. 35), the Philistine armies poured
by way of Sharon into the Plain of Jezreel. Their objective
was the spot where the trade-routes to Damascus joined.
They had advanced as far'as Shunem in the eastern end of
the Plain, when Saul somewhat tardily pursued them with
his forces. He halted on the slopes of Mount Gilboa. Before
giving battle, he would inquire of the will of God. No re-
assuring answer was to be obtained by means of the priestly
oracle or by the word of prophets. Samuel had been long
dead. At no time was his counsel more needed than at this
critical moment. It must be procured at all hazards, even if
his rest in the netherworld was to be disturbed and his spirit
brought up by the magic arts of a witch.

Saul, it is true, had banished the wizards from the land.
But near-by at En-dor a woman necromancer was still
to be found. The king, in disguise, sought her out at night.
In his straits he grasped at the very superstition he had
swept away. Saul saw not the apparition, but he heard the
voice grimly announcing his doom: ‘To-morrow shalt thou
and thy sons be with me.’ Broken in spirit, Saul led his army
into the battle. The Israelitish forces were routed; among the
slain were Jonathan and his two brothers. The king was hard
pressed by the Philistine archers. He begged his armor-
bearer to make an end of his life. But the lad refused. So Saul
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fell upon his own sword (1013). The next day the Philistines
came to strip the slain. They found the bodies of Saul and
his three sons. They took the king's armor to the temple of
Astarte; his head they severed as a trophy, and his trunk
they suspended upon the wall of Beth-shan, The inhabitants
of Jabesh remembered how Saul had responded to their cry
for help (p. 38) ;in the night they removed his body and gave
it honorable burial in their own city. Subsequently, David
had the bones of Saul and Jonathan removed to their family
sepulcher at Zela in Benjatnin.

David mourned the tragic death of the king, {the ancinted
of the Lord,” when the tidings came to Ziklag, with unfeigned
sincetity. Forgotten was the private feud; David was stirred
to his depths by the national calamity; his sorrow over the
death of his heroic and chivalrous friend Jonathan was in-
tense, and it found expression in his famous elegy:

‘Saul and Jonathan, the lovely and the pleasant

In their lives, even in their death they were not divided.

I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan;

Very pleasant hast thou been unto me;

Wonderful was thy love to me,

Passing the love of women,

How are the mighty fallen,

And the weapons of war perished!’



CHAPTER VII
DAVID., THE CAPTURE OF JERUSALEM
(1013-1006)

HE outcome of the battle of Gilboa could mean only

a state of vassalage for Israel. It would seem that

Benjamite territory was again occupied by the
Philistines and that a Philistine governor once more resided
in Gibeah. Ishbaal, Saul’s fourth son, moved his residence to
Mahanaim, north of the Jabbok, across the Jordan. His suc-
cession to the throne was tolerated by the Philistines so long
as their overlordship was acknowledged. On similar terms
David was permitted to mark out a course for himself in the
restricted southern area. His ambitions were well known ; his
superior generalship was feared ; it was advantageous to have
him as a {riend. Moreover, he was a match for the weak
Ishbaal; the two would hold each other in check.

David was quick enough 1o realize the situation. His first
act was to send of the rich spoil, which the expedition against
the Amalekites had yielded, presents 1o the elders of Judah
in the principal localities visited by him during his flight.
Forthwith David removed his harem and his well-trained
troop to Hebron, then the chief city of Judah, whence he
opened negotiations with the notables of the small country.
David commended himself to them as one of their own flesh
and bone and by reason of his military prestige during Saul’s
early campaign against the Philistines. At Hebron David
was proclaimed king of Judah ; this dignity he maintained for
seven years and a half (1013-1006).

But David aimed higher. He looked upon himself as the
real successor of Saul, not only in Judah but in all Israel. He
sent messages of his accession beyond the tribal boundaries,
in particular to the citizens of Jabesh in Gilead, whom he
commended for their act of respect to his predecessor. The
times, he indicated, called for courage, seeing that Saul was
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dead; the implication being that Ishbaal was altogether
unequal to the situation. And so he was. The real ruler was
the commander of his forces, his great-uncle Abner, per-
sonally brave and, so long as Ishbaal let him alone, devoted
to the house of Saul, but far surpassed by David in shrewd
political judgment and military prowess.

Civil war was inevitable. The first encounter took place
near Gibeon, in Benjamite territory., Abner and his forces
were worsted. David’s men were led by Joab son of David’s
sister Zeruiah; with Joab were his two brothers, Abishai
and Asahel, Light-footed, Asahel overtook Abner; the Ben-
jamite commander, who was retreating with his army to
Mahanaim, struck the pursuer down, not without reluctance,
fearing the blood feud that must ensue between himself and
the redoubtable Joab.

The war between the house of Saul and the house of David
wasa protracted one. From day to day David waxed stronger
and Ishbaal weaker. It must have come home to certain sec-
tions of the Israelites, despite the antipathy of the norther-
ners for the south, that the interests of the nation would be
best served if David became ruler of united Israel. The
movement gained strength when Ishbaal and his powerful
minister fell out. It was not long before Abner made direct
overtures to David. He offered to use his influence with his
own tribe and the whole north. David stipulated the restora-
tion of his former wife Michal (p. 42); a formal request was
sent to the king at Mahanaim, who generously gave his con-
sent. Michal was conducted to Hebron by an embassy of
twenty men led by Abner. At a banquet in their honor
Abner renewed his offer to win over the north.

David was well content to let things take their course. The
treacherous conduct of the minister was none of hisconcern;
he was pleased by the growing sentiment in his favor; he
was never in doubt of his fitness to rule over the entire
nation. Joab had been wisely left out of the negotiations;
David knew his bitter enmity toward Ishbaal’s minister, so
he took the precaution to send him away on a foray. The
reneral returned ahead of time; aside from the private feud,
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he feared the ascendancy of the Benjamite and, moreover,
suspected hidden motives to betray David into the hands of
his enemies. Without the king’s knowledge, he overtook
Abner, persuaded him to return to Hebron, and there in
the gate he struck him down. David had full reason to be
exasperated by this foul deed which threatened to bring to
naught hiswell-laid plans; sincerely he mourned the death of
the princely Abner, who fell ‘with hands unbound and feet
unfettered.” Joab and his brother, however, were far too
strong for David to make them pay for their dastardly crime.

It is not evident that it had been the design of Abner and
his followers to do away with Ishbaal; but whether or not
instigated by higher officials, two Benjamite captains assas-
sinated him while he was taking his noon-time siesta. His
cause was collapsing daily, and David was a man who could
bide his time. When the murderers brought their king's head
to Hebron in the expectation of reward, they met instead
condign punishment, Naturally David profited by his rival’s
untimely death, Of Saul's dynasty there now remained but
Jonathan's son Meribaal, a mere boy and a cripple. So the
tribes of Isiael, represented by their notables, came to
Hebron and offered the throne to David. Agreement being
teached as 1o the tights and duties of both monarch and
people, David was anointed formally and publicly as king
over the entire nation.

The people looked to the new ruler to break the yoke of
Philistine bondage. Nor were the Philistines slow to under-
stand the meaning of David’s elevation. David was far too
weak to take the offensive. The Philistine plan was to act
swiftly. Before David had time to assemble an army, Judah
was invaded, Beth-lehem occupied, and Hebron menaced.
David withdrew to the stronghold of Adullam. This was
familiar ground, and here he remained for some time until
he could consolidate his fighting forces. With these he made
a sortie and was successful in striking tellingly at theenemy
encamped in the Giants’ Valley southwest of Jerusalem,
The Philistines came again; once more they pitched in the
same spot. This time David attacked them in the rear, from
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the east, and drove them northward as far as Gibeon and
thentoward Gezer, thewestern frontier of Israelitish territory.
Many more battles followed, in which David’s chosen
warriors distinguished themselves. Once David came near
losing his life, when a giant, whose spear weighed three hun-
dred shekels, boredown upon him ;but Abishai forestalled the
Philistine and slew him. Then David was besought by his
faithful companions in arms never-to expose himself in battle
again, .‘that the light of Israel might not be quenched.” At
length David struck a decisive blow by capturing the city
of Gath, The power of the Philistines was broken. Philistia
was not subjugated nor were the Philistines annihilated. The
coastland remained in their possession. But no longer did
they dare to set foot on Israelitish territory. An enduring
peace was made between the two peoples, who lived from
now on in neighborly amity. The Philistines had taught
David the craft of warfare; principally from them he re-
cruited his body-guard, the Cherethites and Pelethites.
With the Philistine peril removed, Israel was on the road
to the period of ‘rest’ foreseen by Moses. David's genius
understood that the moment had arrived for creating a
national center in order to provide a tangible expression of
political and religious unity which might check the natural
propensity to separatism. Hebron was suitable for the
capital of a small country like Judah; but its situation far to
the south as well as its close associations with David’s own
tribe unfitted it as a rallying point for the whole nation.
Amid the early campaign against the Philistines, David set
out to look for a new capital. His fancy was caught by the
Jebusite stronghold Jerusalem. No happier choice could have
been made. If the roads connecting the Mediterranean and
the east as well as Syria and Egypt did not exactly pass by
the city, they were nevertheless not too far away; the site
might therefore be considered central enough for trade and
commerce. Yet it stood sufficiently aloof ; save on the north,
its weakest spot, it seemed inaccessible and well-nigh impreg-
nable. The resistance which Jerusalenr offered successively
to Assyrians, Babylonians, and Romans demonstrated how
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correct was David's estimate of the site as a natural fastness.
In ancient times the city’s springs and conduits were suffi-
cient for her population, Moreover, the city lay close to the
territory of Benjamin and might well be included within its
southern border, the line running from the mouth of the
Jordan, touching En-rogel at the southeastern end of the
city, and then circling around due west.

The Canaanite strip, which for a long time kept Judah
severed from the north, had dwindled away in the course of
the Philistine campaigns and lost all power of resistance
before the attacks of Saul and David. Jerusalem alone had
held out. The Jebusites seemed safe in their strongly fortified
citadel upon the rocky hill of Zion. David would have pre-
ferred to secure the fortress by peaceful negotiations. The
Jebusites mockingly replied that if the walls were manned by
the blind and the lame any assault would still be a vain
undertaking. Joab, however, discovered the tunnel leading
from Gihon into the fortress; up that conduit he crawled
with his most daring warriors, thus trapping the surprised
citizens. David was master of the stronghold; he added still
further outworks and named the whole The City of David.

Jerusalem was to be more than a mere royal residence, ‘the
city where David encamped.’ She was to be the City of God,
and this sacred character, which has been hers ever since,
was stamped upon her by David himself. He was far too
human to be a saint; but he was deeply imbued with religious
feeling. He had an inkling of his people’s destiny; his vision
went beyond the immediate foundation to the issues that lay
in time to come. He would enhance the prestige of the new
national center by linking it to the religious traditions of
Samuel and, beyond him, to those of Moses. The ancient
national palladium, the Ark, lost by the Ephraimites to the
Philistines (p. 36), had after many vicissitudes been lodged
in a private dwelling at Baalath in Judah. If Zion could be
made the resting-place of the Ark, it would come to be
looked upon by the northern tribes as a religious center in
legitimate succession to Shiloh. An untoward incident to the
driver of the cart upon which the Ark rested filled David
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with apprehensions; so the Ark remained without the citadel
in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite, a Philistine in David’s
service. Only after three months, when it was seen that
divine blessings came to the Philistine by reason of his hous-
ing the Ark, did David renew his attempt to transfer it to
his own city. In solemn procession, amid the tumultuous joy
of the populace, the Ark was carried up the hill of Zion.
David, robed in linen vestments such as were worn by
priests, led in the dancing of the marchers as they followed
the sacred chest toward the palace. Michal, the proud
daughter of Saul, condemned the undignified demeanor of
the king. David retorted that for the sake of the Lord, who
had elevated him above her father's house, he would find
honor in still humbler abasement.

The Ark was set down under a tent close by the royal
residence. David must already have given thought to pro-
viding a more solid structure for its housing. But there was
just then much warfare ahead, if the new state was to bé put
upon a sure footing. Even when security was later achieved,
the king gave heed to the counsel of the prophet Nathan to
leave the project to his successor. The Lord was content to
dwell in a tent; rather than that David should build Him a
house, He would build a house for David, that is, a perma-
nent dynasty. Still David was privileged to make prepara-
tions for the future Temple; he even found an elevated place
to the north as a site for the sacred edifice.



CHAPTER VIII
THE WARS OF DAVID
(1006-980)

SRAEL'S neighbors to the east and to the north took
I alarm at David's steady progress in consolidating the

kingdom. The Ammonites, humbled in the days of Saul,
had 1ecovered during Ishbaal's weak administiation; now
they'hfelt strong enough to pick a quarrel of their own accord.
On the accession of Hanun to the throne after the death of
his father Nahash, David, in obedience to time-honored
custom, sent an embassy to the new monarch. The ambassa-
dors were rudely affronted and sent home. The action was
tantamount to a declaration of war. The Ammonites formed
a coalition with seveial Aramean principalities (Rehob,
Zobah, Maacah) extending as far as the spur of Hermon,
When Joab arrived with the Israelitish army, he found him-
self between two fires; the Ammonites faced him in the open
country outside their capital, while the Arameans threatened
him in the 1ear. Quickly he formed his plans. He left half of
the army under the command of his brother Abishai to
engage the Ammonites; with the other half he threw himself
upon their allics, The Aiameans were put to flight; the
Ammonites, unable to withstand the onslaught of the
Israelites, sought safety in their capital.

The campaign, however, was by no means terminated.
The Ammonite capital Rabbah (the modern Amman), a
naturally stiong fortress on the upper Jabbok, was still
threatening, Moreover, in the following year the Arameans
appeared again. They were commanded by Shobach, the gen-
eral of Hadadezer king of Zobah, who had now summoned
his vassals from all the lands as far as the Euphrates. This
time David led his army in person; a decisive battle was
fought and the enemy suffered a crushing defeat. A large
portion of their cavalry fell into David's hand. Shobach lost
his life in the battle; Hadadezer was substantially weakened

51



52 THE WARS OF DAVID

so that there could be no thought of succoring his Ammonite
neighbor. In the third year, Joab invested Rabbah and suc-
ceeded in reducing the citadel which protected the water-
supply of the city. The capture of the city itself was reserved
for David. He possessed himself of much treasure, including
the crown of Milcom, the god of the Ammonites, which
weighed a talent of gold and was ornamented with precious
stones. This crown the victor set upon his own head. The
captured citizens were put to hard work at stone-~cutting and
brickmaking for the building operations in Jerusalem. The
Moabites, who must have availed themselves of the initial
successes of the Ammonites to harass the Israelites, were
cruelly punished; two-thirds of the population were put to
death. Moab, like Ammon, became tributary to Israel.

Hadadezer was meanwhile bent upon retrieving his for-
tunes. His vassals in the northeast, who had made peace
with David, must be brought to book. David met him in
battle and defeated him; the same fate overtook Damascus
which had come to Hadadezer's aid. Both Zobah and Damas-
cus were annexed and governed by resident officers from
Jerusalem. David’s realm now extended in the north as far
as the Lebanon and Hermon, and in the northeast beyond
Damascus to the western banks of the Euphrates. Toi, king
of Hamath, who had been at war with Hadadezer, sent
David a message of congratulation and costly presents.
David’s friendship was likewise sought by Talmai, king of
Geshur, in the Golan, east of the Lake of Galilee; the peace
was sealed by David taking to wife Talmai's daughter
Maacah, who became the mother of Absalom. Friendly rela-
tions were also established between David and Hiram, king
of Tyre; they continued under Solomon.

There remained the troublesome neighbors in the south.
The Amalekites were completely annihilated and never more
heard of afterwards. Edom, defeated in a bloody battle in
the Valley of Salt (east of Beer-sheba), was made tributary;
Israelitish tax-collectors were placed in the land. Thus David
won access to the ports of Ezion-geber and Elath on the Gulf
of Akabah. The Edomites yielded for the present to superior
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force; but they were on the alert 10 break loose and shake off
the yoke of servitude.

It was thus a veritable empire that David succeeded in
building, Stretching from the Red Sea to the Euphrates, it
commanded the most important trade-routes of the East.
The times were propitious. Egypt was in a state of decline
and Assyria was an insignificant power; so David was provi-
dentially permitted to exercise to the fullest his military
genius. In all of his undertakings he was ably seconded by
Joab, a warrior intrepid and undismayed, and if not exactly
fastidious in his choice of means, a prudent counselor, wholly
devoted to the weal of his master.

It is obvious that for such heavy warfare on many fields
David must have taken care to perfect his fighting machine.
The nucleus of the army consisted of his ever faithful body-
guard of six hundred picked men, who had gathered about
him during the days of his outlawry; as gaps occurred, new
men were enlisted, chiefly foreigners. This troop was com-
manded by Benaiah son of Jehoiada, who hailed from the
Negeb. A small body of thirty ‘mighty men,’ ready for the
most daring exploits, did service under threée captains, But
neither all these nor the other mercenaries sufficed for the
larger campaigns. The brunt of the fighting fell upon all
young Israelites capable of bearing arms. The ancient wont
was for these to respond as the emergency arose and the call
to arms was issued. Conditions, however, had changed; the
security of the nation demanded a standing army. For that
purpose Joab was ordered to take a census of the entire
population, Three quarters of a year were consumed in com-
pleting the count. Shortly thereafter a devastating plague
broke out. The people, who had only grumblingly submitted
to the census, saw in the calamity a punishment from God.
When the plague reached Jerusalem, it was stayed over the
threshing-floor of the Jebusite Araunah. As an act of expia-
tion, David purchased this ground for fifty shekels of silver.
There David erected an altar, destined as the site of the
great altar which Solomon built in theTemple court facing
the eactern entrance,
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David’s attitude to the surviving members of the previous
dynasty was dictated by magnanimity coupled with pru-
dence. He turned over to Meribaal, Jonathan'’s crippled son
(p. 47), the family estale at Gibeah, to be administered by
a steward for the prince's benefit. The prince himself was
recalled from across the Jordan to Jerusalem; here he might
remain under the eye of the king, who was circumspect
enough to forestall any possible Benjamite uprising; at the
same time Meribaal was treated with the uimost kindness
and ate at the king’s table. Had David wished to rid himself
of the surviving offspring of Saul, after the manner of Ori-
ental rulers, willing agents would have been found to do his
bidding. It was a different matter with the two sons of Saul
by his concubine Rizpah, and his five grandsons, the children
of his daughter Merab. The Gibeonites demanded their lives
in expiation for the slaughter of theii citizens by Saul, in
violation of the oath of peace which the Israelites had sworn
tothem (p. 22). There was a famine in the land; the curse of
God seemed to rest upon it. There was nothing left for David
but to deliver the victims, whom the Gibeonites put to
death. Lovingly, Rizpah kept watch by their remains until
the time of the first rains. David had the bones assembled
and given burial in the family sepulcher. Force of circum-
stances had driven him to acquiesce in this wholesale murder;
but he carried his point in refusing to yield up Meribaal, the
son of his beloved friend Jonathan.



CHAPTER IX
THE REVOLTS OF ABSALOM AND OF SHEBA
(980-973)

HE military successes of David were offset by family

troubles. The subjugator of nations was not strong

enough to curb his amorous desires. While Joab and
the army were investing Rabbah (p. 52), David entered
into illicit relations with the wife of one of his captains who
was away at the front. To cover up the consequences, David
ordered Uriah, the husband, to be sent home on leave. But as
the captain refused to spend the night away from the palace,
preferring to remain there with the guards, the king sent him
back to the front with a sealed letter to the commanding
general to place Uriah in an exposed position and then leave
him unsupported to his fate. The plot was successful.

Uriah's wife Bath-sheba was now taken into the hatemas
the king's wife, She gave birth to a son. The scandal aroused
public opinion; the prophet Nathan gave voiceto it by
means of a parable concerning a rich man who had robbed a
poor necighbor of his sole possession. When David declared
that such an offender ought to die, the prophet confronted
him with the rebuke: “Thou art the man.’ Instead of frown-
ing upon the unwelcome meddler, the king showed the depth
of his religious nature by remorseful confession of his guilt.
The child grew sick and despite David’s prayers and fasting
died. The grief-stricken father acknowledged the divine
judgment. Greater evil was to rise up against him out of his
own family, in fulfilment of the doom announced by the
prophet.

Life at court must have been opulent; in the wake of
luxurious ease followed looseness in morals. David's first-
born son Amnon conceived a violent passion for his beauti-
ful half-sister Tamar, Absalom's full sister, and after violat-
ing her sent her away in disgrace. David was too indulgent
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a father to discipline his son; moreover, Amnon was the
first-born and therefore heir apparent. So Absalom took
it upon himself to avenge the insult to his sister. After
two years’ waiting, he invited the court to attend a sheep-
shearing festivity on his northern estate. Amnon and the
other princes came. During the feast, Amnon was struck
down by Absalom'’s orders. David mourned for his son bit-
terly. Absalom escaped tothe court of his grandfather Talmai
(p. 52) and remained there three years, until Joab shrewdly
worked upon the king's mind. Absalom was permitted to
return to Jerusalem; after a lapse of two more years he was
received at court, again through Joab’s intercession.
Absalom, once more in the king's good graces, was not
content to await his father’s death in order to succeed him,
but instead plotted to supplant him during his lifetime. He
was good to look upon; he set out deliberately to captivate
the people by his winning manners and to steal their affec-
tion for the aging king by insinuating that redress at court
was difficult to obtain. For four years he made his secret
preparations. When the time seemed ripe for open rebellion,
he asked his father’s leave to hold a religious festival at
Hebron. The old capital was the seat of disaffection among
the Judean nobles, who saw themselves pushed into the
background by the king's wider national interests. But also
in the north the régime of David had given rise to animosities.
A considerable number of northerners joined in the rebellion,
which must have struck David as a bolt from the blue sky.
The king decided to quit the capital and to seek safety
across the Jordan. The east was less given to change;it clung
to David, as it had previously stood by the house of Saul.
‘With the king departed his household and his faithful body-
guard; whether for life or for death, so his old companions in
arms announced, their place was with their lord the king.
"The priests Zadok and Abiathar, with the Ark, desired to
accompany him; David prevailed upon them to return, but
arranged that their sons, Ahimaaz and Jonathan, should act
as secret spies. He likewise dismissed his intimate friend
Hushali, that he might counteract the counsels of Ahithophel,
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the grandfather of Bath-sheba. Ahithophel was reputed for
his judgment as infallible as a divine oracle; he joined the
rebellion in order to square the family’s account with the
seducer of his granddaughter. Absalom found adherents like-
wise among the Benjamites, who, rightly or wrongly, looked
upon the king as the destroyer of the house of Saul. That
Meribaal was in sympathy with the rebel, was probably a
malicious slander invented by his steward to further his per-
sonal interests; but another Benjamite grandee, Shimei son
of Gera, openly gloaled over the king's misfortunes.

If Absalom was to be successful, he must strike swiftly,
before David could gather an army. Such was the sound
advice of Ahithophel, Hushai, however, counseled delay. He
pointed out that David had with him seasoned soldiers; that
they were in an angry mood; it was futile to attempt to trap
David; failure at the initial stage would spell disaster. It
were better 1o wait until the whole of the Israelitish army
had been recruited, from Dan to Beer-sheba, with Absalom
in personal command. Blindly, the rebel prince suffered him-
self 1o be duped. Quickly the intelligence was conveyed to
David, who lost no time in putiing the Jordan between him-
self and the enemy. The city of Mahanaim served him asa
base of operations. Gileadite grandees, as Barzillai and
Machir, and even the subjugated Ammonite king, Shobi son
of Nahash, supplied the rapidly assembling royal forces with
provisions.

The army was formed in"three divisions, under the com-
mand of Joab, Abishai, and Ittai the Gittite. The rebel army
crossed the Jordan, with Absalom and Amasa, a son of
David’s sister Abigail, in command. David himself remained
in the improvised capital, while the two armies met in battle
in the Forest of Ephraim, a jungle east of the Jordan. The
rebel army was routed; the rocky thickets were fatal to the
fugitives, the forest devouring more people than the sword.
In the haste of flight, Absalom was caught by the hair, which
he was in the habit of wearing long, in the prickly boughs of
an oak-tree, and as his hcad was held fast in the branches,
the mule he was ridine trotted on, leaving him suspended in
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the air. Thus he was found by a common soldier of the pursu-
ing army, who informed Joab. The general hastened to the
spot and, unmindful of the king's order to spare the life of
his rebel son, thrust three darts into the heart of the strug-
gling Absalom. The signal was given for calling off the pur-
suit; Absalom’s body was cast into a pit and covered with
stones.

The tidings reached David, as he sat at the gate waiting
for the outcome of the battle. The father’s grief over the
death of his erring, but beloved son was uncontrollable. He
shut himself up in the chamber over the gate and sobbed
bitterly: ‘Would I had died in thy stead, O Absalom, my
son, my son!” The victorious army entered the city in hushed
silence and stealthily, as if it, and not the enemy, had been
defeated, Joab strongly urged the king to show himself to
the army. The general had reason on his side, but his harsh
language was offensive, and this together with the killing of
the king’s son left a rankling in David’s heart.

The northern part of the nation was the first to come to its
senses. On the other hand, the Judeans still sulked. It was,"
of course, necessary to conciliate them; the king went so far
as to offer Amasa the command of the national forces. But
it was a dangerous game which David played, to pit north
and south against each other; the ill consequences showed
themselves only too soon, and after a generation the breach
which rent the nation in twain was complete. For the time
being the Judeans forestalled their northern brethren in
leading the king homeward. At Gilgal the belated representa-
tives of the north came to meet him. They considered them-
selves slighted, seeing that they had ten shares in the king
against the two of Judah and Benjamin.

The loyalty of the Benjamites was by no means a certain
matter. Sheba son of Bichri led a fresh revolt; though he
could make no headway in Judah, he won a following in
Israel. Amasa was commissioned by the king to mobilize
the army. The thing was not done speedily enough to
suit Joab, who won the king’s ear and was sent off in com-
mand of the trusted mercenary force. At Gibeon the rival
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kinsmen met; Joab murdered Amasa in cold blood. He then
pursued the rebels who had entrenched themselves at Abel
near the springs of the Jordan. Joab made ready to storm
the city, when the citizens cut off the head of the rebel leader
and cast it over the wall. The revolt had failed.

David was now aged and feeble. The question of succes-
sion had not been settled, although there had been a private
understanding between the king and Bath-sheba that her
son Solomon would reign in his stead. By right of seniority,
his elder half-brother Adonijah considered himself heir pre-
sumptive. He was supported by Joab and by the priest
Abiathar. By the Serpent’s Stone, west of En-rogel, Adonijah
assembled his following in order to prepare his proclamation
as king. The news reached Bath-sheba and her party, to
which belonged Benaiah the captain of the body-guard,
Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet. The king was
‘reminded of his promise, and he gave orders to have Solomon
proclaimed king. At the spring Gihon Sclomon was anointed
with the sacred oil by Zadok and acclaimed by the populace.
On his death-bed the old king charged his successor to do
away with Joab and the Benjamite Shimei (p. 57); on the
other hand, he commended to Solomon’s favor the family of
his friend Barzillai the Gileadite.

David died in 973, after a reign of forty years, thirty-three
years afier the foundation of the City of David, where he
was buried. He left to his successor a rich heritage, and to
his people the memory of glorious achievement. He had his
faults; in the full record of his life, which is preserved in Holy
Writ, there is no atiempt to cover them up or condone them.
He could be vindictive and then again magnanimous; he
hated his enemies, but also loved his friends; he was an over-
indulgent father; he was prone tosin, but was quick to repent.
He rose to his station by dint of an indomitable energy; a
great warrior, he also pursued the gentle arts of song and
music; he loved religious pomp and ceremony. Deeply pious
by nature, he divined his people’s sacred vocation. The holy
city of Jerusalem was his foundation, the rocky hill for the
rearine of the Temple was his choice. His dynasty continued
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down to Persian times; patriarchs and exilarchs reckoned
themselves to his house. To the last days the hope of Israel
is bound up with this great figure, David the king, symbol of
the Jew's undying faith,



CHAPTER X
SOLOMON. THE TEMPLE
(973-933)

OLOMON carried out his [ather’s instructions to the
S letter. He lost no time in ridding himself of Joab, the

supporter of Adonijah, as well as of Adonijah himself.
In the place of Joab he appointed Benaiah commander of
the army. The maintenance of the fighting machine built up
by the father was the son's watchful concern. There were
rumblings among the subjugated nations. Hadad, of royal
Edomite blood, had fled to Egypt at the time of the conquest
of his country by David.

The Pharaohs of the Tanite (twenty-first) dynasty could
not but be ill at ease over the tise of the Palestinian empire
which they had been powerless to prevent; they were ready
enough to sponsor the cause of Israel's enemies. So Hadad
was made welcome at the Egyptian court and received one
of the royal princesses in marriage. After David’s death he
relurmed to his own country and succeeded in wresting cer-
tain provinces from Solomon. It is a question whether
Hadad was able to maintain himself long; certainly Solomon
kept the port of Ezion-geber, which gave him access to the
Red Sea.

Egypt seems to have thrown soldiery into southern Pales-
tine, thus renewing her claim to the land. It was politic both
for the Pharaoh and for Solomon to come to terms. South of
the Lebanon Solomon was by far the strongest potentate of
his time; it was well, however, to have Egypt for a friend,
and she was quite satisfied with certain commercial conces-
sions. In return, the Pharaoh’s soldiers engaged themselves
to reduce the fortress of Gezer, the last remnant of Canaanite
power; the city was the Pharaoh’s present to his daughter,
whom Solomon took as wife.
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In the north Solomon had difficulties with Rezon son of
Eliada, a former general in Hadadezer's army, who suc-
ceeded in expelling the Israelitish Resident from Damascus
and founded there a kingdom for himself. If Solomon was
thus unable to prevent certain losses of territory at the
extreme ends of his realm, he bent his efforts all ithe more
upon consolidating the land of Israel proper. To that end
he fortified Hazor in Naphtali; Megiddo; then Beth-horon
in the pass leading to Jerusalem ; lastly the newly won Gezer,
as well as other cities through which the caravan routes
passed. Store-cities were built which were stocked with
ample ammunition, chariots, and horses.

Solomon’s reign was preéminently one of enduring peace.
Judah and Israel dwelt safely, every man under his vine and
under his fig-tree, from Dan to Beer-sheba. Justice, impartial
and even-handed, was 1o be had at the king's court, The
fiscal administration of the country was severely regulated.
The country was divided into twelve districts, each presided
over by a royal officer. The residue of the Canaanites was
reduced to serfdom. But forced labor was exacted also of the
Israelites. In the Lebanon ten thousand men did labor for
the king under Adoniram, the master of the levy. Solomon
had inherited great wealth, gold and silver and objects of
art, accumulated by David during many wars. For his vast
building operations both material and labor weie needed;
the service of foreign, chiefly Phoenician, craftsmen had to
be paid for in products of the soil. The king's subjects were
taxed to provide the luxuries of the royal table, as well as
barley and straw for the royal stud. The burden grew heavier
and heavier; but if disaffection manifested itself, it was put
down with a strong hand.

The plain Israelitish hushandman must have been dazzled
by the magnificence of the king’s court. Solomon was fond of
womern, costly buildings, luxurious surroundings. But he was
alive to the conditions of his time and {0 the advantages of
the geographical situation of Palestine. The commerce of the
world, from Egypt, from Arabia, from lands beyond, passed
throush Israel. It was inevitable that profit should be
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derived from it. The king took toll of the foreign merchants.
But it was open to him to increase his wealth by mercantile
undertakings of his own. He imported and exported horses.
A fleet of the king's, in cogperation with that of Hiram king
of Tyre, visited Ophir, on the coast of southern Arabia or of
eastern Africa, and brought home gold and other articles of
merchandise. The Israelitish monarch thus entered into con-
nection with the large world without; the queen of Sheba
paid him a visit and brought and received costly gifts.

Thus the land of Israel was opened up to the world, and a
knowledge of the great world penetrated into Israel. The
merchants, whether royal or private, had an outlook upon
things transcending the narrow horizon of the stay-at-home.
There was a touch of the secular, worldly-wise, about
Solomeon and his period. Beyond the immediate concerns of
the nation, attention was turned to universal experiences of
mankind, taking shape in sententious sayings which incul-
cate a practical lesson. The king himself was known for his
wisdom and for his interest in the collection of fables and
parables (Proverbs), just as his father was famed as a poet
who gave impetus to the lyric song, especially of the religious
kind (Psalms).

The erection of the Temple, planned by David, was exe-
cuted in Solomon's reign. With Solomon it was part of a
large scheme of buildings with the object of beautifying
Jerusalem. The site for the Temple had been determined by
David (p. 53). It was the northern extension of Zion, the
area corresponding nearly to what is known to-day as the
Haram. The present remains of the western enclosure belong
to Herodian times; but its foundation is Solomonic. In
Solomon’s structure that was an Inner Court, so called to
distinguish it from the other Court south, in front of the
Palace, and the Great Court encompassing the whole com-
plex of buildings.

The Temple edifice itself lay east and west, with the en-
trance on the eastern side as in Egyptian temples. It was a
rectangular building of large squared stones and cedar
beams, It consisted of two apartments, separated by a wall
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in which was a door made of olive wood. The outer and
larger apartment, the ‘Hekal’ or Nave, accommodated the
Table of Showbread, upon which twelve cakes, six in a row,
fresh every sabbath, were exposed; the Altar of Incense; ten
golden Candlesticks, five on each side, at the entrance of the
smaller apartment. The candelabra furnished artificial light,
since the windows, narrow without, though widening in-
wards, high above the ground and with wooden lattices,
were not calculated to relieve the darkness. The inner room
behind, the ‘Debir’ or Sanctuary, was lower, a perfect cube.
It was the most holy part of the sacred edifice, the Holy of
Holies, containing the Ark surmounted by two cherubim
of olive wood plated with gold. Throughout the paneling
was of cedar, richly adorned with carvings, while the floor
was of cypress wood.

In front of the building, the House, as it was called, stood
a Porch, with two bronze columns at the entrance. On the
other three sides, attached to the thick walls, ran a side-
structure consisting of three stories of chambers to a height
half that of the House itself. These chambers served as
depositories for the Temple utensils and votive offerings,
thus constituting the Temple Treasury. Within the Court
enclosure stood the Bronze Altar upon which public and
private sacrifices were offered. In the Court the worshipers
assembled; here the prophets addressed the people. The
Temple proper could be entered only by the priests, the Holy
of Holies only by the chief priest once a year, The older line
of priests of the house of Eli had forfeited their position
through Abiathar’s participation in Adonijah’s intrigue.
They were banished to their estates at Anathoth. In their
stead Solomon appointed the sons of Zadok, the priest who
favored his own accession; these sons of Zadok remained in
office until the Maccabees stepped into their place. In the
temple of Onias in Egypt the Zadokites continued until the
closing of their sanctuary by the Romans (p. 204).

South of the Temple area, the lower terraces of the hill
were occupied by the King's House or Palace and by state
buildines. The Palace compound contained more than one
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building; Solomon's Egyptian wife dwelt in a mansion built
expressly for her. From the Palace Court one entered another
compound in which stood the Hall of Justice and the House
of the Forest of Lebanon. The latter structure consisted of
two stories. The lower story had forty-five cedar columns,
which gave it the appearance of a forest; the large hall
served as an assembly room for the elders of Israel. The
upper story was used as an arsenal.

The whole complex of buildings, from the Forest House to
the Temple, presented an imposing spectacle. The building
materials were hauled to Jerusalem from various quarters.
The wood was cut down by Israelitish labor in the Lebanon;
it was then floated by Phoenician sailors down the coast to
Jaffa. The stone was chiseled near the quarries; the bronze
was cast in the Valley of the Jordan. Phoenician craftsmen,
supplied by Hiram king of Tyre, were depended upon for
execuling ihe larger part of the work upon well-established
models; the Israelilish artificers proved good pupils. Seven
years were consumed in the building of the Temple, and
thirteen were spent in the erection of the other structures.
Upon the completion of the Temple, a Feast of Dedication
was celebrated; it began with the solemn transfer of the Ark
o the Debir. The Temple was the everlasting:symbol of the
Divine Presence in Israel. Near to all that called upon Him,
He was yet far removed, above all comparison. The cloud
which enveloped the Temple on the day of its dedication
betokened God’s unfathomable mystery.

Solomon was devoted to the service of the God of his
fathers. Reasons of state, however, compelled him to enter
into alliances with many foreign powers. His harem con-
tained, in addition to the Egyptian princess, women of the
Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, and Hittites.
Jerusalem was in his conception to be a city in which all
these nations should feel at home. For their benefit he built
chapels in which they might worship their gods. State inter-
ests clashed with a rigid interpretation of Mosaism. There
was also another reason for disaffection. The northerners,
in particular, groaned under the heavy taxes, paid in produce
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or forced labor. An Ephraimite, Jeroboam son of Nebat,
who was in charge of the compulsory labor of the house of
Joseph, availed himself of the deep-rooted antipathy of the
north for the south to conspire against the king. The plot
was abetted by the prophet Ahijah, whose home was at
Shiloh. Thus sectional rivalry, innate opposition to task-
work, and religious motives combined to prepare the move-
ment for secession. Solomon, so soon as it came to his ears,
sought to apprehend the ringleader. Jeroboam, however,
escaped to Egypt, where Shishak, the founder of the Libyan
(twenty-second) dynasty, had seated himself on the throne
of the Pharaohs. There Jeroboam remained until the death
of Solomon (933).



CHAPTER XI
THE SECESSION OF THE NORTH
(933-875)

OLOMON was succeeded by his son Rehoboam. In the
S south his accession was taken as a matter of course, so

firmly rooted was the dynastic principle in David's
own home. Not so in the north. Rehoboam consented to go
to Shechem, the center of the disaffected tribes, in order to
parley with them. A delegation presented a request for the
alleviation of the burdens resting upon the people. The elder
statesmen advised the king to yield. But his younger coun-
selorsy those that were grown up with him, favored repressive
measures and the use of force. The king's defiant reply was
met by open revolt. Adoniram, the hated master of the levy,
was stoned to death. The king himself barely escaped with
his life. Immediately the north seceded and established the
Kingdom of Israel, in contradistinction to the Kingdom of
Judah in the south. Jeioboam, who had in the meantime
returned from exile, was proclaimed king in Shechem.

Thus the major pdrt of the inheritance from father and
grandfather was lost by the grandson. Only the tribe of Ben-
jamin held to Judah, and of the subjugated nations, Edom
alone. Rehoboam (933-917) continued to regard the seceders
as rebels and mobilized an armed force against them. The
fratricidal war lasted during the whole of his reign. As might
be expected, the disorganized condition of the northern
realm led to reverses. Jeroboam was compelled to move his
capital from Shechem to Penuel across the Jordan. In his
straits he called in the help of Shishak, who was not slow to
respond. The Pharaoh appeared before the gates of Jeru-
salem, and Rehoboam was forced to buy him off by surren-
dering to him Temple and palace treasures, including the
golden shields of the king's body-guard. After the with-
drawal of the Egyptians, Rehoboam took care to prevent a
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similar invasion by fortifying the exposed cities in the south.
Though Israel was not reconquered, the territory of Judah
was kept intact. '

Jeroboam (933-912) was determined upon detaching
Israel from Judah both politically and religiously. So much
had the Temple of Jerusalem accomplished that it stood for
religious centralization, which proved attractive to thought-
ful men even in Israel. It was therefore necessary to lead the
people back to the idea of religious decentralization such as
had anciently prevailed. From now on the north put itself
squarely upon the position of the earlier Mosaic legistation
which conceded more than one sanctuary in a given period
(p. 17). Accordingly Jeroboam made it a point to restore the
worship in two sanctuaries of notable standing, the one at
Dan (p. 33) and the other at Bethel. Both were endowed as
royal shrines, But the very prophetic circles, which had
made Jeroboam's cause their own, were alienated from him
when he set up in these two sanctuaries miniature bull figures
overlaid with gold. These golden calves, as they were called,
were derived from the Canaanite religion in which they
symbolized the god of the storm and of vegetation. Mosaism
received a setback. The religion of the north reverted to
Canaanite paganism. It was a fatal step not only on the
religious side. The Kingdom of Israel, immersed in idolatry,
lost the consciousness of national distinctiveness which from
the very beginning was linked to the religions, and thus
entered upon a downward course which led to its ruin.

War with Israel continued during the short reign of Reho-
boam’s son Abijah (917-915). In order to harass hisneighbor,
the king of Judah concluded an alliance with Hadad son of
Tabrimmon, king of Damascus. The Philistines likewise
threatened Israel. While Jeroboam's son, Nadab (912-911),
was laying siege to their fortress Gibbethon, one of his
generals, Baasa, conspired against him and was proclaimed
king in hisstead. Baasa (911-888) sought to win over Hadad,
but he was outbid by Asa of Judah (915-875), with the con-
sequence that several districts in the extreme north were
ceded to the kine of Damascus. The Aramean invasion
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called a halt o Baasa's energetic military measures against
Asa. He retreated from Ramah which he had been fortifying,
and moved his capital to Tirzah. King Asa razed the aban-
doned fortress and used its material, stone and timber, to
fortify the Benjamite towns Gibeah and Mizpah. Thus the
tables were turned; Jerusalem, far {rom being blockaded,
was surrounded by a ring of defensive works.

The new dynasty in Israel was as short-lived as that which
it had destroyed. It speedily lost the support of the prophetic
circles. Baasa's son, Elah (888-887), was assassinated in his
capital by one of his captains, Zimri, who mounted the
throne. The army was again investing Gibbethon. The gen-
eral, Omri, won the support of the forces for himself. He
marched against Zimri, who, unable to hold out, set fire to
the palace and perished in the flames. Another pretender to
the throne, Tibni son of Ginath, disputed the claims of
Omri. The nation was divided; at last the party of Omri
gained the upper hand. Tibni lost his life, and Omri became
king of Israel.

Asa died of the gout in old age. It was unfortunate that
the successors of David and Solomon resorted to the short-
sighted policy of inviting Aramean meddling with the affairs
of the divided nation. It merely led to the ascendancy of
Damascus, which in the long run could not but affect the
fortunes of the southern kingdom itself disastrously. For the
time being Judah enjoyed safety. Religiously, all was not
well there either. Idolatrous practices crept in. King Asa did
away with many abuses, such as religious sodomy. The wor-
ship of Astarte had won many devotees among the women;
the queen-mother herself was addicted to the shameful cult
and had made an image of the goddess. Asa ordered the
image destroyed and removed his mother from her dignity.
.He was, however, powerless to put down the worship in the
rural sanctuaries which had been restored by the side of the
Temple in Jerusalem. Foreven in Judah religious decentrali-
zation had raised its head,and the high places, as the various
sanctuaries in the land were called, disputed the claims of
the Temple to solerecognition and continued to be tolerated.



CHAPTER XII
THE LORD OR BAALP—ELIJAH
(887-851)

HE founder of the third Israelitish dynasty was an

able and energetic ruler, with a vision almost equal

to David's. Omri (887-876) chose for his capital a

new site, a hill six miles northwest of Shechem, rising over
three hundred feet high from the valley leading to the coast.
As later events proved, the choice was a happy one. Samaria,
as the newly founded capital was called, wa, in the condi-
tions of warfare then prevailing, well-nigh impregnable and
its reduction by an investing army a most protracted affair.
Omri met resolutely the difficulties bequeathed by the
former dynasties. Once for all the Philistines were done with;
we hear of no further molestation from that quarter. The
Moabites had, during the civil war following the secession,
shaken off the yoke of Israelitish dominion; but now they
were thrown back from Medeba upon their southern hold-
ings and once more reduced to a state of vassalage. The
annual tribute rendered by the king of Moab to the king of
Israel consisted of enormous quantities of wool from the
herds in which that country abounded. Omri was on terms of
peace with his neighbor to the south. But it was not so easy
torid the land of aggressions from the north. The Arameans
of Damascus, whose intervention had been bought by king
Asa of Judah, did not rest content with the open road to
Acco which the slice of Israelitish territory previously ceded
(p. 68) had secured for them, Omri was forced to concede
special quarters in Samaria for the Aramean merchants to
set up their bazaars. In order to check further inroads, polit-
ical and commercial, by the rulers of Damascus, Omri fore-
saw the imperative need of an alliance with the Phoenicians;
the friendship, interrupted since the days of Sclomon, was
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sealed by the heir to the throne, Ahab, marrying Jezebel,
the daughter of Ethbaal, king of Ty1e.

This ‘brotheily covenant’ was mutually beneficial to the
two contracting parties. Israel was the natural hinterland
upon which the Phoenicians, occupying the narrow coast,
depended for their foodstuffs and raw material; the Israelites
were glad to barter their excess products for articles of
Tyrian manufacture and wares imported from abroad. The
alliance was also founded upon political considerations. If
Damascus was an unwelcome commercial rival, Phoenician
diplomacy saw farther east a warlike power looming up,
which was set upon gaining access to the Mediterranean
and disputing with Egypt whatever was its title to the nar-
row strip of land between them both. Towards the end of
Omri's reign and in the first years after Ahab's accession, an
Assyrian army marched into northern Syria; King Ashuma-
zirpal received the tribute of Tyre, Sidon, Byblus, and other
Phoenician towns.

It was merely a question of time when the Assyrian colossus
would penetrate further south. For the time being Ahab was
more concerned with the nearer Aramean peril. It was polit-
ical wisdom to hold fast to the policies inaugurated by his
father. Both son and father really followed in the footsteps
of Solomon. It is significant that Ahab's contemporary in
Judah, Jehoshaphat (875-851), resumed his ancestor’s Ophir
expeditions; unfortunately the fleet was wrecked off the port
of Ezion-geber.

Like Solomon, also, Ahab beautified his capital. The
palace erected by his father was considerably enlarged; from
the profusion with which ivory was used in paneling, in
doors, in chairs and couches, it was known as the Ivory
House. Again, like Solomon, to please his Tyrian wife Jeze-
bel and her compatriots resident in the capital, Ahab built a
temple to the chief deity of Tyre, Baal Melkarth (the Lord,
King of the City). This acute danger to the national religion
met with strenuous opposition on the part of the prophets.
Jezebel, an imperious person, who knew how to govern, gave
orders to exterminate the prophets. But Obadiah, the min-
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ister of the household, aided one hundred of them in secret-
ing themselves away in caves.

Since the days of Samuel, there had been a steady growth
in the refinement of the character of the Israelitish prophet.
The bands of roving enthusiasts had been transformed into
brotherhoods or guilds, the members of which, under the
guidance of a superior whom they called ‘father,’” exercised
themselves in the arts preparatory to their vocation. These
prophet-disciples nurtured the conviction that the national
religion must be maintained at all hazards, no matter what
the exigencies of statecraft might counsel. Religion was to
them the be-all and end-all of national existence; they were
jealous for the honor of God, who must be worshiped exclu-
sively since He is the truly One.

The good old times, with their simple life untouched by
the newfangled civilization inherited from the Canaanites,
had their protagonists also in the circles of the Rechabites.
This group clung to the ideals of the nomadic past; they
dwelt in tents and abstained from wine. A third group con-
sisted of consecrates (Nazirites), who either for life or for a
shorter period took upon themselves the vow of shunning
all intoxicating drink. In all of these groups of zealots was
concentrated an aversion to the intolerable present, and a
fixed resolve to mold the future in conformity to the bygone
past.

The root of the evil was the foreign alliance with Tyre. The
dynasty was engrossed in the struggle for the land, to keep
it intact against aggression, if necessary by support from
the Phoenician coast. For the opposition it was a struggle
with the land, with the indigenous civilization incompletely
suppressed and now in ascendancy by reason of the entry of
the Tyrian city-god. Who was to be God in Israel, the Lord
who revealed Himself in Horeb, or Baal? Such was the ques-
tion which presented itself to Elijah of Tishbeh in Gilead,
the typical uncompromising religious zealot, easily the great-
est figure since Moses.

Unheralded, on a sudden, did this prophet make his appear-
ance. There was no mistakine his calline. He was cloaked in
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a hairy mantle, held fast by a leather girdle. From the
steppes he made his way to the capital. With a sovereign
fixity of purpose, he delivered the message of divine dis-
pleasure: ‘There shall not be dew nor rain these years, except
at my command.’ Forthwith he withdrew into the solitude
from which he had emerged. By the brook Cherith he sus-
tained himself with such food as the ravens let drop. When
the brook dried up for want of rain, the prophet took him-
self out of the country. In the Sidonian town of Zaiephath,
a poor widow gave him lodging and scant sustenance. But
the presence of the holy man brought blessing to the hovel..
When the woman’s son fell sick and lay all but dead on his
couch, Elijah brought him back to life.

Almost three years had gone by. The drought was un-
broken, and famine stalked in the land. The king, accom-
panied by his minister Obadiah, went forth in search of
provender for the royal stud. On the way they chanced upon
Elijah. The king upbraided the prophet as the ‘troubler of
Israel.’ Defiantly the prophet retorted: ‘Not I, but thou and
thy father’'s house are the troublers of Isiael.” The idolatry of
Baal was the cause of all the evil. The future of the religion
of Israel was in jeopardy. It must be proved to the people
that the Loid, and not Baal, was God. On Mount Carmel
the momentous contest was fought out. The prophets of
Baal laid out an offering upon the altar of their god. But all
their prayers, artifices, and wild contoilions availed not to
bring down heavenly fire. At the time when it was the wont
to offer the evening sacrifice, fire came down from heaven
and consumed Elijah’s offering upon the repaired altar of the
Lord. A shout went up from the people: ‘The Lord, He alone
is God.” The four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal were
taken down to the river Kishon and slain. From the top of
Mount Carmel the prophet could observe the gathering of
clouds. The drought came to an end.

Jezebel, exasperated by the slaughter of her prophets,
determined to put Elijah out of the way. The prophet
escaped by way of Beer-sheba into the southern wilderness.
There on Mount Horeb, the seat of the Mosaic revelation,
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the zealot-prophet, well-nigh weary of life, was confirmed in
his opposition to the sinful dynasty. If the cult of Baal was
to be cut off in Israel once for all, it must be done b}'f the
sword. The house of Omri must be done away with. In the
person of a young disciple, Elisha son of Shaphat, of Abel-
meholah in the Jordan valley, Elijah found the man of polit-
ical insight and moral fortitude to carry out the programme
to a finish.

If anything was needed to make the opposition to the
royal house still more determined, it was the outrage per-
petrated against a citizen of Jezreel, who owned a plot of
land upon which the king had set his heart. Ahab made all
sorts of offers, but Naboth refused to part with his vineyard,
an inheritance from his fathers. So Jezebel had the man
summoned before the elders of the city on a trumped up
charge of blasphemy and sentenced to death. As Ahab went
down to take possession of the property, which now fell to
the Crown by escheat, Elijah confronted him with the dam-
ning denunciation: ‘Hast thou murdered, and wilt thou also
play theheir?’ Thedoom of thehouse of Ahabwasirrevocably
sealed.

As suddenly as Elijah had appeared at the first, so did he
vanish. At the Jordan, near Jericho, the master divested
himself of his mantle which now descended upon Elisha, As
the first and foremost of Elijah’s disciples, he became heir to
two-thirds of the spirit that was in his teacher. Elisha,
amid the group of younger prophets, saw an apparition of
a chariot of fire drawn by horses of fire, and the master was
no more—he was translated to heaven. This prophet of the
truly fiery word was from now on the symbol of the death-
less religion which he brought back to life while on earth; at
the time of the close of prophecy the day of his return to
earth was taken to signify the last refining judgment which
was to usher in the redemption of Israel.



CHAPTER XIII
AHAB AND THE ARAMEANS
(854-843)

ROM the religious point of view, the contest between
FAhab and the puritanical prophets served to biing out

the latent forces of Mosaism and to prepare ils coming
victory over paganism. It was unfortunate that the king was
dominated. by the evil spirit of his wife and failed to com-
prehend the character of the opposition. Measured by secu-
lar standards, Ahab was eminently successful during the
greater part of his reign. The country seemed to enjoy peace
and prosperity. The Aramean peril was kept off until near
the end of Ahab’s life. The clash, however, was inevitable so
soon as Damasecus conceived the moment opportune.

A son or grandson of the first Ben-hadad, Ben-hadad II.,
mustered a large force and invested Samaria. Ahab was
almost ready to sacrifice his capital upon honorable terms.
But as the Aramean king would listen to nothing short of
unconditional surrender, Ahab made a sortie and surprised
Ben-hadad and his train of vassals while engaged in a
drinking-bout, presumably in anticipation of victory. The
enemy was routed; only a portion of the cavalry made
good their escape with their king.

At the return of the year, the Arameans came back. A
formidable army pitched at Aphek, in the valley of/Kishon ;
over against them the Israelitish forces occupied the slope of
Mount Ephraim. A battle was joined in the open field, which
resulted in a complete victory for Israel. The city was
stormed, and Ben-hadad was taken captive. Ahab, however,
spared hislife. Assyria was ominously threateningin the back-
ground; northern Syria was in the hands of Shalmaneser
II1. (860-825). Ahab was satisfied with the terms offered by
Ben-hadad; the Galilean cilies previously wrested from
Israel were returned, and Ahab received the concession to
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set up bazaars in Damascus for Israelitish merchants, exactly
as Omri had acquiesced in a similar arrangement for the
Damascene merchants in Samaria.

To oppose the well-understood designs of Shalmaneser, a
coalition, called into life by Osorkon II. of Egypt, prepared
to block the Assyrian advance. The lead belonged to the
immediately exposed kingdom of Damascus, where Hadad-
ezer had mounted the throne, and to Hamath; Ahabt’joccu-
pied third rank, with a contingent of two thousand cavalry
and ten thousand foot. Among the other contingents were
Cilicians, Phoenicians, and Ammonites. A battle was fought
at Karkar, in the Orontes valley (854). The victory claimed
by the Assyrian monarch in the famous Monolith Inscrip-
tion could not have been decisive; certainly for some time to
come no Assyrian army visited these parts.

The immediate object being accomplished, the coalition
fell apart. Damascus appeared to be sufficiently weakened
for Ahab to strike at his former ally. The Gileadite fortress
Ramoth was the bone of contention. The cause appealed to
Jehoshaphat of Judah who offered to codperate. The two
houses were at the time on amicable terms; Jehoshaphat’s
son Jehoram had married Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab
and Jezebel. The Judean king was not satisfied with the opti-
mistic predictions of the prophets at the court of Samaria.
He asked for one of the prophets of the Lord. Micah son of
Imlah was summoned. Alone he stood out against the whole
body of his brother prophets, whom he pictured as misled by
the lying spirit so that Ahab might go up to battle and
perish.

Despite Micah's ill-boding message, the two kings ven-
tured into the battle, Ahab in disguise as a common soldier.
This very device cost him his life. One of the enemy archers
aimed at him quite innocently, in complete ignorance of the
fact that the soldier upon whom he inflicted a mortal wound
was none other than the king of Israel. Until the fall of night
the stricken king remained standing in his chariot. The
Israelites lost the day and retreated, so soon as it was known
that the king was dead (853). The body was taken in the
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chariot to Samaria, where it was buried. Ahaziah, Ahab’s
son and successor, died after a reign of two years (853-852);
he was succeeded by his brother Jehoram (852-843),



CHAPTER X1V
' ELISHA. JEHU

(843)

HE death of Ahab was the signal for Moab to throw

off the yoke of Israel. Mesha, its vigorous king, lost

no time in invading the districts wrested from his
father by Omri (p. 70). Jehoram invited the codperation of
Jehoshaphat, and the two kings marched against Moab from
the south, through the Edomite country which was still sub-
ject to the kingdom of Judah. The allied forces experienced
a scarcity of water, which Elisha found a means of relieving.
A heavy rainifall filled the torrent beds with water. As the
sun, shining upon the water, gave it a blood-red appearance,
the Moabites concluded that the allies had quarreled and
annihilated each other. Mesha gave orders to rush forward,
but his forces were routed, and the king himself was forced to
retreat to his capital. Driven to desperation, Mesha, in the
sight of the besiegers, offered his first-born son to his god
Chemosh. Couragereturned tothedefenders of the city; they
made a sortie; the allied kings were just able to extricate
their forces and to return home. Mesha celebrated the vic-
tory by erccting a commemorative monument (the Moabite
Stone).

The example of Moab encouraged the Edomites to pro-
claim their independence under a native dynasty. Jehosha-
phat’s successor, Jehoram of Judah (851—-844), tried to regain
this country so necessary for cornmerce with Arabia, but was
unsuccessful, Surrounded by the enemy, he barely managed
to break through; his forces, unable to stand their ground,
took to flight. In the southwest of the realm, towards the
Philistine territory, the city of Libnah likewise revolted.
It was a much shrunken kingdom that Jehoram of Judah left
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to his successor Ahaziah, whoreigned butone year (844-843),

The prophetic party in the northern kingdom, led by
Elisha, conceived the time tipe for the long-planned destruc-
tion of the Omri dynasty. A changein the dynasty of Damas-
cus, in which Elisha appears to have had a hand, brought the
opportunity, Hadadezer, or whatever was the name of_the
reigning king, was smothered to death on his sick-bed; the
throne was usurped by Hazael (843). Jehoram of Israel
thought it safe to press his claims in Gilead. Ramoth was
again stormed, the Judean king Ahaziah making common
cause with his uncle. Jehoram was wounded and taken home
to Jezreel, where his nephew came to visit him. The com-
mand of the recovered fortress was left in the hands of Jehu,
one of the generals.

As Jehn and his brother officers were seated at their mess,
a prophet-disciple, commissioned by Elisha, broke in upon
them. He took Jehu aside and anointed him king in the name
of the Lord. The choice was approved hy the garrison, and
Jehu was proclaimed king. Forthwith he drove with a small
company to Jezreel, leaving the remainder of the army
behind him. The two kings hastened to meet him in their
chariots, In the stolen plot of Naboth they came face to face
with the general. To Jehoram's query whether all was well,
came the reply; ‘Nothing can be well, so long as Jezebel thy
mother has her way with her witcheraft.” Jehoram under-
stood now that it was revolution and turned to flee. Jehu
shot at the king and wounded him mortally. The body was
cast into the plot of Naboth, where Ahab had heard the
doom pronounced upon his house by the prophet Elijah.
Jehu then overtook Ahaziah by Ibleam and inflicted upon
him a deadly wound. The Judean king lingered until he
reached Megiddo, where he died; his body was taken to
Jerusalem for burial.

Jehu reéntered Jezreel. There Jezebel was holding court,
She realized that her hour had struck. Decked out in royal
raiment, with eyes painted and head attired, this proud
daughter of Tyre looked out at the window, as Jehu entered
the palace gate. ‘Is il peace, thou Zimri, thy master’s
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murderer?’ she called out. At the command of Jehu, she was
put to death by the palace attendants.

Samaria was still in the hands of the Omrids. There, in
the well-fortified city, was the principal royal palace, with
the chariots and the stud and the arsenal. It was to be feared
that one of the surviving brothers of Jehoram, seventy in
number, might be proclaimed king. Jehu dispatched a letter
to the authorities in the capital, the minister of the house-
hold, the governor and elders of the city, and the tutors of
the royal princes, asking for the heads of the seventy sons of
Ahab. The request was complied with, and the heads, packed
in baskets, were delivered to Jehu in Jezreel. All that re-
mained of Ahab'’s housein that city,the second capital of the
dynasty, including all sympathizers, perished at the hands of
the revolutionaries.

Now Jehu was free to enter Samaria. On the way he
slaughtered forty-two Judean princes, who had come to
inquire after the welfare of the Israelitish royal family. Jehu
made his entry into the capital in the company, of Jehonadab,
a Rechabite zealot. The worshipers of Baal were surrounded
in their temple and butchered. The temple itself with all itg
appurtenances was demolished. Thus the cult of the Tyrian
god was destroyed, root and branch. The appalling blood-
shed with which this destruction was accomplished left a

scar upon the people's conscience which a hundred years
later was still unhealed.



CHAPTER XV
THE ADVANCE AND RETREAT OF ASSYRIA
(843-746)

THALIAH, the mother of Ahaziah, was a true daughter
of Jezebel. Upon the news of her son’s death (p.

79), she seized the reins of government, feeling that
the policy pursued by the dead monarch under her guidance
would be safest in her own hands. Apparently she was con-
cerned for the interests of her mother’s native state, Phoe-
nicia, and for the religious dominance of Tyre at least in the
kingdom of Judah. To that end she sought to do away with
all that was left of the seed royal in the male line, including
her own grandchildren. Only one grandchild escaped, an
infant son of Ahaziah, Jehoash, whom his aunt, the princess
Jehosheba, wife of the chief priest Jehoiada, carried off. For
six years the prince was kept in hiding 