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** Many and excellent works have lately come under our
notice illustrative of India, ancient and modern; but we
de not knoy when our attention has been more foreibly
attracted than by a series of sketches published byvsMis<
Roberts in that excellent miscellany the Jsiatic Journal,
"Light, animated. and graphic, they describe manners and
preople with <pirit, and scenery with a tone of poetical feel-
g which alone can do jl:‘fil’.‘(' to the magnificence of the
Eastern World, We hope she will be induced to collect
shem 1 a volume. and a delightful one it will be.”

Calrutta Litrrary Gazens,
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CHAP. I

CALCUTT A,

.THE approach to the City of Palaces from the
river is exceedingly fine; the Hooghly at all period-
of the year presents a broad surface of sparkling
water, ands as it winds® through a richly wooded
country, clothed with eternal verd-re, and inter-
spersed with stately buildings, the stranger feels
that banishinent may be endured amid scenes of
s0 much picturesque beauty, attended by so lllﬂl']_\'
luxurious accompaniments. The usual landing-
place, Champaul Ghaut, consists of a handsome
stone esplanade, with a flight of broad steps lead-
ing to the water, which on the land side is entered
through a sort of triumphal arch or gateway, sup-
ported upon pillars. Immediately in front of this
edifice, a wide plain or meidan spreads over a spa-

VOL. 1. B



2 CALCUTTA.

cious ares, intersectvd by very broad roads, and on
two sides of this superb quadrangle § part of the city
and the fashionable suburb of Chowringee extend
themselves. The claims to architectural beauty of
the City of Palaces have becn questioned, and pos-
sibly there may be nmmberless faults to call forth
the strictures of connoisseurs, but these are lost upon
less erudite judges, who remain rapt in admira-
tiou at the magnificence of the coup d'ail. The
houses for the most part are cither entirely de-
tashed from cach other, or connected only by long
ranges of terraces, surmounted, like the flat roofs of
the houses, with balustrades. The greater number
of these mansions have pillared verandahs extend-
ing the whole way up, sofnetimes to the height of
three stories, besides a large portico in front; and
these clusters of columms, long colonnades, and
lofty gateways, have a very imposing effect, espe-
cially when intermingled with forest trees and How-
ering shrube. The material of the houses is what
is termed puckha, brick coated with cement, resem-
bling stone ; and even those residences intended for
families of very moderate income cover a large
extent of ground, and afford architectural displays
which would be vainly sought amid habitations be-
longing to the same class in England. 'These arc
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the characteristics of the fashiénable part of Cal-
cutta ; but evdn here, it must be a~knowledged,
that a certain want of keeping and consistency, com-
mon o every thing relating to India, injures the
effect of the scene. A mud hut, or rows of native
hovels, constructed of mats, shatch, and bamboc-,
not superior to the rudest wigwam, often rewt
agpinst the outer walls of palaces, while there are
avenues opening from the principal streets, inter-
sected in alledirections by native bazaars, filled
‘with unsightly articles of every deseription. Féw
of-the houses, excepting those exclusively occupied
by Europeans, are kept in good repair; the least
neglect becomes immediately visible, and nothing
can be more’melancholy than the aspect of a build-
ing in India which has been suffered to fall into
a dilapidated state. The cement drops from the
walls in large patches, the bare brick-work is diver-
sified by weather stains, in which lichens and the
fungus tribe speedily appear: the iron hinges of the
outer venctians rust and break, and these gigantic
lattices fall down, or hang suspended in the air,
creaking and groaning with every breeze: the court
yards are allowed to accumulate litter, and there is
an air of squalor spread over the whole establish-
ment which disgusts the eve.
B2
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Formerly, stranglrs visiting Calcutta were depen-
dent upon the hospitality of the repidents, or were
compelled to take large unfurnished houses, there
!.)eing neither lodgings nor hotels for the rectption
of guests. But the capital of Bengal has become too
levge to admit of the continuance of old customs ;
boarding, and other houses of public entertainment
have been opened, and conducted in so respectable
a manner, that notwithstanding the great difficulty
of subduing ancient prejudices, no person, however
fatidious, can now scruple to become an inmate of
them. The inconvenience of entering an empty
house after along vovage, is not so strongly felt as
might be imagined by persons unacquainted with
the customs of India; litfle is wanted<besides the
furniture which has been used for the cabin on
board ship, and that little can be immediately sup-
plied from the bazaars. A new arrival at Calcutta
is instantaneously surrounded by persons who offer
their services, both as domestics and purveyors, and
it is always advisable to ask some resident friend or
acquaintance to recommend proper people, as other-
wise, there is no city in the world in which there
would be greater danger of falling into the hands of
cheats and robbers. Notwithstanding the long and
strict intercourse which has taken place between
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the Bengallees and the English, a very small pro-
portion of the batives have acquired the language
of their masters: nor is the accomplishment, with
very Yew exceptions, deemed at all desirable, since
those who possess it are generally found to have
lost all the virtues of the Indian character, withaut
gaining any thing in exchange. The circars, who
may be styled agents, of all descriptions, are for.the
most part tolerably well acquainted with the Eng-
lish language; but these men are notorious for their
knavery: they live by encouraging the extrata-
gance of their employers, and the ruin of more
than half of the Company's servants may be traced
to the facilities thrown in their way by the supple
circar, who, in his preter;de(l zeal for ¢ master,” has
obtained for him money on credit to any amount.
Circars however are a necessary evil, and the pre-
sent scarcity of money renders them less dangerqus
than heretofore; nor does the character of roguea
apply to all. It would be unjust and ungrateful to
withhold the praise honestly earned by many of
these men, who have shewn the utmost gratitude
and fidelity to employers from whom their gains
have been exceedingly trifling, consisting merely of
a small percentage upon the articles supplied, and
which no European purchaser could have obtained
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at 50 low a rate. With the assistance of a circar, the
household affairs are easily and spebdily managed ;
but in too many cases the first impression has been
unfavourable, and persons who are unwilling“to sit
down to the acquirement of Hindostanee, choose to
fancy all natives alike,and prefer having peopleabout
them of more than doubtful character, with whom
they can converse, to the employment of a better
clads, who have no acquaintance with any language
save their own. It is scarcely possitle to impress
the mind of a stranger in Calcutta too strongly
,with the necessity of collecting respectable persons
in every department of the domestic establishment.
The comfort of the household, and the sccurity of
property, which must necessarily be exposed to the
forbearance of these people, are dependunt upon
the good conduct of the servants, and no one in
India will be well served who does not comply with
thc customs of the country, or who has not sufficient
command of temper to submit to many things which
will at first appear irksome and disagreeable.

The furniture of aCalcutta house, though scanty,
is handsome. The floors are covered with fine mat-
ting, and the walls are adorned with sconces having
glass shades to them, some containing two, and
others thrce Jights. The loftiness of the apart-
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wents renders a strong illumination vecessary, and
as cocon-nut ol is very cheap, all the houses have
the advantage of being exceedingly well lighted.
One 5f the most beautiful features of the city at
night, consists of the bright floods issuing from
innumerable lamps in the howses of the righ, when,
all the windows being open, the radiance is thrown
agross the neighbouring roads. The punkah is
another distinguishing ornament of a Calcutta man-
sionj; it is farmed of a wooden frame-work, a foot
and a-half, or two feet broad, hung in the ceiitre
of the room and extending nearly its whole length.,
This frame is covered with painted canvas or
fluted silk, finished round the edges with gilt
mouldings. 1t is suspended from the ceiling by
ropes covered with scarlet cloth, very tastefully
disposed, and hangs within seven feet of the ground.
A rope is fastened to the centre, and the whole
apparatus waves to and fro, creating, if pulled:
vigorously, a strong current of air, and rendering
the surrounding atmospherc endurable, when the
heat would be much too great to be borne without
it. The chairs and tables are usually of very fine
wood, handsomely carved, and the sofas are for
the most part covered with satin damask; but com-
fort and convenience being more studied than ap-
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pearance, there are Yew of those elegant little trifles
in the way of furniture, by which an upholsterer
in London contrives to make a fortune, It is
t'hought that the bijouterie so much in estéem in
Europe would foster insects, and also tend to im-
pede the free circulation of air; and perhaps this
notion is carried rather too far, for to unaccustomed
vyes, at least, the interior of the handsomest houses
of ‘Calcutta have rather a desolate aspect.

Chinese goods, though so highly esteemed in
England, are of little account in a place where
they may be casily obtained; and there are fewer
screens, vases, or lanthorns, of the manufacture of
the Celestial Empire, than might be expected from
the quantities annually shipped from Canton to
the Calcutta market. One peculiarity strikes a
stranger immediately as he enters a house in In-
dia inhabited by Europeans: all the sofas, chairs,
tables, &c. are placed at the distance of a foot at
least from the wall; a very necessary precaution in
a countrv abounding with insects and reptiles of
all kinds. Every side of every apartment is pierced
with doors, and the whole of the surrounding anti-
chambers appear to be peopled with ghosts. Ser-

et Sad n flowing white parments plide about
with noiseless feet in gll directions ; and it in very
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long before people accustomed %o solitude and pri-
vacy in their oyn apartments, can become recon-
ciled to the multitude of domestics who think
themsglves privileged to roam all over the house:
A protracted residence in India will render the
most active European perfectly dependant upon
his servants; we are taught by experience’the im-
possibility of living without them, and surrender
‘orselves at last wholly to their direction; but
"'meanwhile we are struck and rather scandalized by
,the strange pr;sition which they occupy. Notwith-
standing the division of castes, and the extreme
coiltcmpt with which the higher orders of domestics
look down upon their more humble brethren; their
refusal to eat or smoke with them, or to touch any
thing that has been defiled by their hands ; to out-
ward appearance there scems to be a confusion of
ranks which would not be tolerated in other plates.
None of the inferior domestics keep themselves, i
in England, in the back-ground: the water-carrier
alone confines his perambulations to the back stair-
cases; all the others, down to the scullions, make
their appearance in the state apartments, whenever
they deem it expedient to do so; and in Bengal,

where the lower orders of palanquin-bearers wear

very little clothing, it is not very agreeable to a
83



10 CALCUTTA.

female stranger tc see them walk into drawing-
rooms, and employ themselves in dusting books or
other occupations of the like nature. It would be
highly disrespectful in any of the upper servants to
appear in the presence of their masters without
their turbans, or any other garment usually worn,
But these things are deemed quite superfluous by
the inferior classes, and they never seem to think
that they can shock any body by the scantiness of
their drapery, or the incongruity of their appearance.

Those who arc fortunate enough to arrive in
Calcutta in the cold season, find little reason to
complain of the climate; the days are bright and
cool, and the noon-day sun, though still powerful,
may be braved in any cerriage. An invitation to
the house of some resident friend secures the party
from every inconvenience; but these invitations are
not' now very frequently given, and even during
periods of more extensive hospitality, parties were
often left to provide for themselves, letters of intro-
duction not always meeting with the promptest or
warmest attention. Under such circumstances, no-
thing could be more forlorn than the situation
of a stranger. If belonging to either service, the
Writers' Buildings, or Fort William, offered an
immediate asylum ; but the shelter afforded by the



latter, unless to persons well sbcustomed to cam-
paigning, must, appear of the mos dreary and
comfortless description. A couple of bare unfur-
nished rooms strewed with boxes and packages,
and a crowd of natives offering themselves for ser-
vice in bad Bengullee and worse English, the
coolees or porters voclferatmg to each otller, and
all striving to incicase the hubbub and confusion,
mbst be styled a melancholy reception in a strange
land. 'The hotels and boarding houses lately esta-
blished afford much better accommodation, agd
nothing except the necessity for economy would
now induce parties from England to repair at once
into an empty lodging. Travellers from the pro-
vinces, accustomed to the modes and manners of
Indian life, and carrying every thing absolutely
essential to their comfort about with them, are
easily and almost instantaneously settled; yowng
men, unencumbered with families, do not object -
inhabit their tents during the cold weather; and
it is no uncommon circumstance for parties to
remain at a ghaut in a budgerow for a week at a
time.

The suburb of Chowringee, which has lately
extended over an immense tract of country, is the
favourite residence of the European community.
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"The houses are alliseparate, standingin the midst
of gardens, sometimes divided from each other by
very narrow avenues, though more frequently in-
tersected by broad roads. No particular plan ap-
pears to have been followed in their erection, and
the whole, excepting the range facing the great
plain, I’ark-street, Free-school-street, and one or
two others, present a sort of confused labyrinth
which, however, is very far from displeasing to tne
eye; the number of trees, grass-plats, and flower-
ing shrabs, occasioning a most agrecable diversity
n‘f()bjects. From the roofs of these houses a strange,
rich, and varied scenc discloses itself: the river
covered with innumerable vessels,—Fort William,
and Government House,, standing wajestically at
opposite angles of the plain,—the city of Calcutta,
with its innumerable towers, spires, and pinnacles
in the distance,—~und nearer at hand, swamps and
patches of unreclaimed jungle, showing how very
lately the ground in the immediate neighbourhead
of the capital of Bengal was an uncultivated waste,
left to the wild beasts of the forest. A drive along
the Circular Roadbrings the visitor into more imme-
diate contact with the morasses and wildernesses
which surround the habitations of Europeans in
the outskirts of the city. This part of Calcutta is



chiefly the residence of shopXeepers, clerks, &e.,
Britons and Jndo-Britons, but particularly the
latter ; and, except as a mere matter of curiosity,
it is seldom visited by the fashionable portion of
the community. The European quarter of the
city is extremely handsome,. consisting of streets
and squares, in which the greater portion of the
houses are only united to cach other by ranges of
ferraces built over the godowns (warchouses),
stables, and servants’ offices. The cathedral and
the Scotch church are the two principal places_of
Protestant religious worship: the latter is the hand-
somer edifice of the two; but, strange to say, nots
withstanding the preponderance of the sons and
daughters of Caledonia jn the European population
of Calcutta, it is very‘thinly attended, while the
cathedral is always full to overflowing.

The Black Town, as it is called, extends along
the river to the north, and a more wretched-looking
place can scarcely be imagined ; dirty, crowded, ill*
built, and abounding with beggars and bad smells.
"There is, however, a sort of debateable ground be-
tweenthe mud huts, the small dingy brick tenements,
and the mean dilapidated bazaarsof the middlingand
lower classes of natives, which is occupied by hand-
some houses enclosed in court-yards, belonghig to
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Armenian merchants, Parsees, and Bengallee gen-
tlemen of great wealth and respeetability. The
avenues which lead to these mansions are exceed-
ingly narrow, but the premises themselves are often
very extensive, the principal apartments looking
out upon pretty gardens, decorated with that pro-
fusion of flowers which renders every part of Cal-
cutta so blooming. The drives and rides about the
city are not very numerous, nor very extensivé,
excepting towards Barrackpore, for the whole of the
surrounding country is still forest or lake ; a large
piece of water extends on one side to the Sunder-
Ounds, and the city is often very sensibly affected
by the malaria brought from that woody desert. It
is not possible to proceed acsingle mile in any direc-
tion without being struck by the excess of rank
vegetation, which the toils of the husbandman have
not sufficed to keep down, giving to the whole
scene an air of savageness which its luxuriance i<
unable to redeem.

The population of Calcutta and its environs is
extremely great, and at every hour of the day the
streets and the roads are filled with crowds of na-
tives, chiefly dressed in white muslin, a costume
which produces a singular effect upon a large mul-
titude. The European and Christian inhabitants
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bear but a small proportion t8 the Mahommedans
and Hindoos, npt amounting at the iitmost to more
than twenty thousand persons, amid"a population
of three hundred thousaud. One circumstance
attending the Christian community is very remark-
able, although perhaps hltherto unnoticed in any
description of Calcutta —they are never®seen on
any occasion to congregate together; there does not
shem to be any one point of union, any object of
gencral attraction, which can bring the whole into
cven momentary association. No church is suffi-
ciently large to contain all the Protestant members,
and the remaining sects are scattered through thes
Roman Catholic and Armenian places of worship.
"The public drive, though well frequented, by no
means comprehends the larger portion of Anglo-
Indian and Indo-Briton residents; the theatre is
seldom full, and would not contain a tenth part;
and neither at the races nor any other spectacle do
they all assemble at onc and the same time. Such®
an outpouring as London frequently exhibits is never
to be seen, and it is questionable whether, if Govern-
ment House were to take fire, it would bring them
““ All abroad to gaze

And wonder at the blaze.”

A good deal of animation and activity is exhi-



16 CALCUTTA.

bhited about sunset; horses, carriages, palanquins,
or vehicles of some description, are %> be seen at the
doors of all the houses, and the roads are traversed
by equipages of various degrees of splendour; but
with the exception of those which wind their way to
the Strand, the favourite scene of an airing, they
disperse; and as no one thinks of walking abroad,
people who have no conveyances confine themselves
to the gardens, terraces, and house-tops.

The public drive in Calcutta affords a gay and
inferesting spectacle, but is sadly deficient in the
elegance which might be expected from the wealth
and taste of those who frequent it.  There would
be no difficulty in finding, upon any hackney-coach
stand in London, carriagas quite equal in appear-
ance to many of those which figure amid this mot-
ley assembly, and there is not one that will bear
any comparison with the elaborately finished equi-
fages of Iyde Park, where the servants, horses,
“footmen, harness, and cvery trapping are in keeping
with the magnificence of the vehicle.  The expe-
dient is always considered in India, and when not
carried to an outrageous excess, prople deserve
credit for sacrificing the pomps and vanities to the
comforts of life; but there are displays upon the
course of Calcutta which, to say the least of them,
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are very indecorous. Gentlemen are rather too apt
to adopt a favourite method of repose : ;when seated
in their carriages, it is no uncommon sight to see
the feet resting upon the door of the vehicle, an
attitude much adopted by old and rich Qui His,
and imitated Dy those who ave desirous to shew
their independence of every etiquette of civilized
sosicty. "The dresses of the ladics have very little
jpretensions to splendour compared to the displays
of the toilette in the capital of Europe. Many
during the warm weather dispense with bonnets andl
wear their bair in the plainest manner: circum-
stances which, though rendered almost necessary by
the climate, detract from the gencral effect. There
i~ not so great a varicty’ of Oricntal costumes as
might be expected : some of the Armenians appear
in their national dress ; a fow Hindoo and Mahom-
medan gentlemen are to be seen clad in very pic-
turesque attire; and a Chinese physician, in an old
tumble-down chariot, personifies all the gravity
and dignity of his nation.
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CHAPTER II.

» BENRAL BRIDALS AND BRIDAL CANDIDATES.

FEw opinions can be more erroncous than th>»ec
which prevail in Europe upon the subject of Indian
marriages. According to the popular idea, a young
Indy visiting the Honourable Company’s territories,
is destined to be sacrificed to some old, dingy, rich,
bilious nawaub, or, as he is styled on this side of
the Atlantic, * nabob,” a class of persons unfor-
tunately exceedingly rare. Ancient subjects devoted
to the interests of the conclave in Leadenhall-street,
belonging to both services, are doubtless to be
found in India, some dingy, and some bilious, but

';ery few rich; and, gencrally speaking, these clderly
gentlemen have either taken to themselves wives in
their younger days, or have become such confirmed
bachelors, that neither flashing eyes, smiling lips,
lilies, roses, dimples, &c. comprehending the whole
catalogue of female fascinations, can make the
slightest impression upon their flinty hearts. Happy
may the fair expectant account herself, who has
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the opportunity of choosing or refusing a rara avis
of this nature,—-lsome yellow civilian eut of debt,
or some battered brigadier, who saw service in the
day~ of sacks and sieges, and who comes wooing in
the olden style, preceded by trains of servants bear-
ing presents of shawls and.diamonds! Such prizes
are scarce. The damsel, educated in the fallacious
hope of seeing a rich antiquated suitor at her feet,
:ladcn with ¢ barbaric pearl and gold,” soon dis-
covers to her Rorror that, if she should decide upon
marrying at all, she will be absolutely compelled t3
mahe a love-matceh, and select the husband of her
choice out of the half-dozen subalterns who may
offer; fortunate may she esteem herself if there be
onc amongst them who can boast a staff-appoint-
ment, the adjutancy or quarter-mastership of his
corps. Formerly, when the importations of LEuro-
pean females were much smaller than at prese.nt,
men grew grey in the service before they had an
opportunity®of meeting with a wife, there conse-
quently was a supply of rich old gentlemen ready
at every station to lay their wealth at the feet of
the new arrival ; and as we are told that *mam-
mon wins its way where seraphs might despair,” it
may be supposed that younger and poorer suitors
had no chance against these wealthy wooers. "The
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golden age has passed away in India; the silver
fruitage of the rupce-tree has been plucked, and
love, povergy-stricken, has nothing left to offer but
his roses.

In the dearth of actual possessions, expectancies
become of consequence; and now that old civilians
are less attainable, young writers rank amongst
the eligibles. A supply of these desirables, by.no
means adequate to the demand, is brought out to
Calcutta every year, and upon the arrival of a
young man who has been lucky enough to sccure
a civil appointment, he is immediately accommo-
dated with a bandsome suite of apartments in
Tank-square, stvled, par distinction, * the Build-
ings,” and entered at the college, where he is con-
demned to the study of the Hindoostance and
Persian languages, until he can pass an examina-
tion which shall qualify him to become an assistant
toa Jjudge, collector, or other official belonging to
the civil department. A few hours of the day are
spent under the surveillance of a moonshee, or
some more learned pundit, and the remainder are
devoted to amusements. This is the dangerous
period for young men bent upon making fortunes
in India, and upon returning home. 'They are
usually younger sons, disregarded in England on
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account of the slenderness of their finances, or too
juvenile to have aitracted matrimonial speculations,
Launched into the society of Calcutta, they enact
the parts of the young dukes and heirs-apparent of
a London circle; where there are daughters or
sisters to dispose of. The «“ greas parti ™ is caressed‘
foted, dressed at, danced at, and flirted with, until
perfectly bewildered ; either falling desperately in
love, or fancying himself so, he makes an offer,
‘which is eagerly accepted by some young lady, too
happy to escape the much-dreaded horrors of

half-batta station. The writers, of course, speedily
acquire a due sense of their importance, and con-
duct themselves accordingly. Vainly do the gay
uniforms strive to competd with their more sombre
rivals; no dashing cavalry officer, feathered, and
sashed, and cpauletted, has a chance against the
men privileged to wear a plain coat and a round
hat; and in the evening drives in Calcutta, sparklin;f
cyes will be turned away from the military cques-
trian, gracefully reining up his Arab steed to the
carriage-window, to rest upon some aw kward rider,
who sits his horse like a sack, and, more attentive to
his own comfort than to the clegance of his appear-
ance, may, if it should be the rainy season, have
thrust his white jean trowsers into jockey boots,
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purchases some scanty addition to her wardrobe-
Thus the bridal paraphernalia, the bales of gold
and silver muslins, the feathers, jewels, carved
ivory, splendid brocades, exquisite embroidery,
and all the rich products of the East, on which our
imagirations luxuiate when we read of an Indian
marriage, sinks down inte a few yards of white
sarsnet. 'There is always an immense concoursg of
wedding-guests present at the ceremony, but as in-
vitations to accompany a bridal-party to the church
‘are of very frequent occurrence, they do not make
any extraordinary display of new dresses and de-
corations, Sometimes, the company separate at
the church-door; at others, therc is some sort of
entertainment given by the relatives of the bride ;
but the whole business, compared with the pomp
angd circumstance attending weddings of persons of
a certain rank in England, is flat, dull, and desti-
tute of show.

The mode of living in India is exceedingly ad-
verse to bridal tours. Unless the parties should
procure the loan of some friend’s country mansion,
a few miles from Calcutta, they must proceed
straight to their own residence ;wfor there are no
hotels, no watering places, and no post-horses :—
circumstances which detract materially from the
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éclat of a marriage. The poor bride, instead of
cnjoying a pleasant excursion, is obliged to remain
shut up at home, and her first appearance in pub-
lic creates very little sensation, probably from the
absence of expectation on the score of new garments.

In up-country stations, marn'ages are even more
common-place affairs, and the clerk of a country
church would be absolutely scandalized at the
peglect of the customary observances. Some writer
upon India has remarhed that the ladies are over-
dressed.  That must have been the case in the by-
gone days of splendour, when they could afford to
give carte blanche to milliners in London or at the
presidencies: much to their credit be it <poken, in
the wildest jungles, they endeavour to make an ap-
pearance suitable to their rank and circumstances;
but this is very frequently a matter of great diffi-
culty. Patterns are sometimes uscless from the
want of materials to make then up, and materials
nearlyso from the impossibility of procuring patterns.

Articles of British manufacture are cxceed-
ingly expensive, and often bevond the reach of
narrow purses. The demund is not sufficiently
great to induce a-trader to keep a large assortment
of goods, and he cannot afford to supply the few

articles required by the small female community at
VOL. I c
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low prices. © The Indian market,is frequently over-
stocked, and valuable articles knocked down at
sales for little or nothing: but they seldom come
very cheaply into the hands of the consumer, the
climate, unlike that of Kippletringan, culogized by
‘Domiaie Sampson, is exceedingly injurious to wear-
ing apparel, and much waste and destruction is
effected by the want of care of native dealers, -vho
do not understand the method of preserving Euro-
pean manufactures from dust and cecay.

The contrast between the splendid dresses of a
London ball-room, fresh in their first gloss, with
the tarnished, faded, lustreless habiliments exhibited
in Calcutta, is very striking to a stranger’s cye;
while, after a long residence in the upper pro-
vinces, the fair assemblages at the presidency ap-
pear to be decked in the utmost glory of sump-
tuous array. But although Indian weddings may
be destitute of magnificence, they are generally
productive of lasting happiness ; they entail, com-
paratively speaking, little additional expense, and
the small preparations which alone are considered
esvential, offer great facilities for carly unions. A
young man, depending as he must do, for all his
enjoyments, upon domestic comfort, naturally feels
anxious to secure a companion to enliven his other-
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wise dull home ; shis resources out of doors arc few ;
there may not be many houses in which he can
Jounge away his mornings in idle visits; the bil-
liard-room does not suit all tastes, and however
addicted he may be to field sports, during several
hours of the day he must scek the shelter of % roof’
his military duties occupy a very small portion of
+hi® time, and with little to intcrest. and nothing to
rdivert him, he becomes anxiously desirous to taste
the calm dclig'hts of wedded life, If he should ba,
‘so fortunate as to be a successful wooer, the mar-
riage speedily takes place.

There are few regimental messes established in
native regiments ; the offigers inhabit scparate bun-
galows, and if two happen to chum together, the
intended Benedict turns his friend out te make
way for his bride. TIf he should be rich enough,
he may be seen at sales (for there is always sonn
person quitting a station and selling off). pur-
chasing looking-glasses, toilette-tables, and such
unwonted luxuries in a bachelor’s mansion. But
they are not absolutely necessarv. nor are they
considered essential to connubial felicity ; very
frequently the whole of the preparations consist in
the exit of the chum and his petarrahs (boxes
which may be carried banghie, that is, suspended

c?
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at either end of a bamboo slung sacross a bearer’s
shoulder), and the entrance of the bride and her
wardrobe, crammed to the special injury of the
Hlounces and furbelows, into half a dozen square
conical tin cases painted green.
* The troussean of the bride varies according to
the means and appliances of the station, and of
her own or relatives’ purses. There are a et of
men in India, very closely rescmbling the pedlars
and duffers of Scotland and England, denominated
bov-wallahs, who enact the character of marchand
des modes, both in Calcutta and in the upper pro-
vinces  The box-wallah hinself i~ a well-dressed
respectable perconage, frequently very rich, bis
goods are comveyved in large tin chects upon the
heads of coolies, and instead of making a tour o
shopping, the lady, desirous 10 add to her ward-
»robe, seuds for all the Lox-wallahs and examines
the contents of their chests. The party thus formed
presents a <singular scene; nearly the whole are
seated, the lady upon a chair, the merchants and
their ragged attendants upon the floor ; cach venda
pulls out his own goods, and offers them for <ale.
with numerous but not noisy commendation..

The «pirit of rivalry assumes a very aminble
aspeet: all the principals speak a little Eoglish,



BRIDAL CANDIDALLD.

having to deal with new arrivals, young ladics who
have made a very small progress in Hindoostanec,
they find it to their advantage to acquire the means
of bargaining with their fair customers. The prices
of goods are regulated not 50 much by their intrin-
«ic value, as by the stock in hagd, and the demand
Ribbons, which are always< called for, aré never
cheap ; but rich silks and satins, blondes, gauzes,
and the like, are often sold at very low prieces
Some attention to method is observed in the
arrangenients of the boves: one contains a multie
farious assortment of mcrcery and haberdashery,
where we are often startled by the apparition of
some obslete manufacture, which, after having
slumbered in an Englich sarchouse during a quar-
ter of a century, is sent out on a venture to India,
under the idea that it may pass current in the upper
provinces as a fashionable article.  The poor He-
luded box-wallah is astonished and confounded av
the contempt and horror which his Chamberry’s
his Plownian’s nets, and Picket muslins excite. In
vain he endeavours to recommend them to notice ;
his English gocs no farther than I beg pardon,
ma’am; very good thing—very handsome—no dear
price—very rich lady—very poor man—you give
what I ash.” Frequently, during the course of the



30 BENGAL BRIDALS AND

bargaining, the servants interfere in behalf of their
niistresses, and procure more advintageous terms.

Stationery, pen-knives, soap, lavender-water,
tooth-brushes, hair-brushes, small looking-glasses,
and minor articles of hardware, are deposited in
another chest ; these are taken out and displayed,
until the whole floor is strewed with trumpery of
various kinds, the sweepings of London shops, con-
demned to return to their boxes until, in some
miscrable time of scarcity, they arenpurchased for’
~vant of better things.

The bride makes her selection where there is
probably little choice, and the dresses are handed
over to the houschold tailor (the dirree as he is
called), who occupies a“ conspicuous place in the
ante-room or verandab, scated upon a picce of
white cloth, with his work spread out around him.
Shivuld there be oceasion for despateh, assistants
‘are hired by the day ; and with these poor substi-
tutes for milliners and dress-makers, the bride inust
perforce be content : probably a bonnet comes up
with the license from Calcutta, but as the latter is
conveyed by dawk (post), and the fovmer must
travel dawk-banghie, a less rapid mode of trans-
portation, it is not unfrequently dispensed with.
Venale ingenuity is severcly taxed upon these ocea-
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«ions, and many and weariful are the fittings on and
the cuttings out, Lefore the hat and pelisse can be
made to resemble the pattern.figures in La Belle
Assembiée.

The whole of the residents of the station, or, if
it should be a large one, the gyeater part, are in-
vited to witness the ceremony, and those ladies wiho
consider white to be indispensable for a wedding,
wl:o think it proper to appear in full dress, and who
are unable to obtain new vestments, exhibit to
great disadvantage. A muslin gown is probably,
ironed out, and the betraying daylight not only
reveals the spots and specks, which have been care-
fully ironed in, but also the discrepancies of the
trimming, in which Freneh white and pearl white,
tolerably good matches by candle-light, disagree
exceedingly in open day.  No kind of etiquette ix
observed in the order of the celebration ; the brite-
groom, contrary to all established rule, is often
seen to drive the bride in his buggy to church:
the company, instead of being properly arranged.
stand promiscuously round the altar; and the clerk,
usually a soldier. is a per~on of no sort of autho-
rity.

The parties are frequently very juvenile—a
young ensign and a still younger partuer; but such
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unions are not cofnisidered imprudent, for they are
often the means of preventing cxtravagance, dissi-
pation, and all their concomitant evils. Instances
of domestic infelicity are comparatively rare in
India: the value of a wife is known and appre-
ciated, and, thougll there may be many bachelors
from choice, the majority of Anglo-Indians are
exceedingly anxious to obtain for themse]\'es. a
security against the tedium and ennui of a solitary
jungle,—a being interested in their welfare, and not
gnly attached to them by the tenderest and most.
sacred of all ties, but who supplies the place of
relatives whom they may never hope to see again.
The greatest drawback upon the chances of hap-
piness in an Indian marrfage, exists in the sort of
compulsion sometimes used to effect the consent of
a lady. Many young women in India may be con-
sideéred almost homdless ; their parents or friends
have no means of providing for them except by
& matrimonial establishment; they feel that they
are burthens upon families who can ill afford to
support them, and they do no not consider them-
sclves at liberty to refuse an offer, although the
person proposing may not be particularly agreeable
to them.  Mrs. Malaprop tells us, that it is safest
to begin with a little aversion, and the truth of her
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aphorism has been frequently exemplified in India;
gratitude and estedin are adimirable substitutes for
love—they last much longer, and the affection,
bascd upon such solid sapports, is purer in its
nature, and far more durable, than that which owes
its existence to mere fancy. It is Farely that a wife
leaves the protection of her husband, and id the
instances that have occurred, it is generally ob-
frved that the lady has wade a love-match.

* But though .marriagos of convenience, in nine
cgses out of ten, turn out very happily, we are by no
nicans prepared to dispute the propriety of freedom
of choice on the part of the bride, and deem those
daughters, sisters, and nieces most fortunate, who
live in the bosoms of relatives not anxious to dis
posc of them to the first suitor who may apply. It
is ouly under these happy circumstances that India
can he considered a paradise to 2 single womaw,
where she can be truly free and unfettered, and
where her existence may glide away in the enjoy-
ment of a beloved home, until she shall be tempted
to quit it by some object dearer far, than parents,
friends, and =all the world beside.

There cannot be a more wretched situation than
that of a young woman who has been induced to
follow the fortunes of a married sister, under the

c8
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delusive expectation that she will exchange the pri-
vations attached to limited neans in England for
the far-famed luxuries of the East. The husband
is usually desirous to lessen the regret of his wife at
quitting her home, by persuading an affectionate
relative to agecompany her, and does not calculate
befofe-hand the expense and inconvenience which he
has entailed upon himself by the additional burthen.
Soon after their arrival in India, the fumil_\", m
all probability, have to travel to an up-countfy
station,~and here the poor girl‘s.tmublcs begin :
she iv thrust inte an outer cabin in a budgerow, or
into an inner room in a tent; she makes perhape
a third in a buggy, and finds herself always in the
way ; he discovers that she is a source of continual
expense s that an additional person in a family
imposes the necessity of keeping several additional
fervants, and where there is not a close carriage
she must remain a prisoner.  She cannot walk out
beyond the garden or the verandah, and all the out-
of-door recreations, in which she may have been
accustomed to indulge in at home, are denied her.
Tending flowers, that truly feminine employ-
ment, is an utter impossibility : the garden may be
full of plants (which she hus only seen in their exotic
state) in all the abundance and beauty of native
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lusuriance, but except before the sun has risen, or
after it has set, they fre not to be approached ;
and even then, the frame is too completely ener-
vated by the climate to admit of those little pleas-
ing labours, which render the green-house and the
parterre so interesting.  She may bescondemned to.
a long melancholy sojourn at some out-station,
offering little society, and none to her taste.

If she should be musical, so much the worse; the
hot winds havg split her piano and her guitar, or
the former is in a wretched condition, and there is-
nobody to tune it ; the white ants have demoli-hed
her music-books, and new ones are not to be had.
Drawing offers a better resource, but it is often
suspended from want of mdterials; and needle-work
isnot suited to the climate. Her brother and sister
are domestic, and do not sympathize in her enni :
they either sce little company, or invite gucx’h
merely with a view to be quit of an incumbrance.

If the few young men who may be at the tation
should not entertain matrimonial views, they will
be shy of their attention to a single woman, lest
expectations should be formed which they are not
inclined to fulfil. It is dangerous to hand a disen-
gaged lady too often to table, for though no con-
versation may take place between the parties, the
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gentleman’s silence is attributed to want of courage
to speak, and the offer, if hot ft‘)rthcoming, is in-
ferred. A determined flirt may certainly succeed
in drawing a train of admirers around her; but
such exhibitions are not common, and where ladies
are cxcudmgb’ scerce, they are sometimes subject
to \erv extraordinary instances of neglect. These
are sufliciently frequent to be designated bv I
pecenliar phrase; the wife or sister who may bv
vbliged to accept a relative’s arm, or walk alone, i i
ecaidd to be ¢ wrecked,” and perhaps an undue dea
gree of apprehension is entertuined upon the sub-
Jeets; a mark of rudeness of this nature reflecting
more discredit upon the persons who can be guilty
of it, than upon those sithjected to the affront. Few
young women, who have accompanied their married
sisters 10 India, possess the means of returning
home ; however strong their dislike may be to the
country, their lot is east in it, and they mut
remain v a state of miscrable dependence, with
the danger of being left unprovided for before
them, until they shall be rescued from this dis-
tressing situation by au offer of marriage.
The tie between husband and wife is the only
one from which Anglo-Indians can hope 1o derive
solid happiness ; that between parents and children
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i» @fibject to many shacks. The difficulty, amount-
ind almost to impossibility, of educating young
plople in India, occasions early separation, which,
’ﬁl too many instances, proves fatal to the enjoy-
ments of a re-union. After a long absence, parents
and children mcet as strangers: the latter, pro-
bably consigned to some large school, have not
been brought up with any very exalted ideas upon
the subject of filial duty. They are keen and
quick observers of the faults and follies of those
whom they have not been early accustomed ty
regard with respeet; and the former are apt to
evact too much submission,  Both parties are dis-
appointed, the younger baving hoped to meet with
unlimited indulgence, wifile the clder flatter them-
~elves with crroncous expectations of ohedience.
Accomplished girls, fresh from England, are un-
prepared for the modes and habits of Indian h‘fc;
the charm of novelty does not always reconcile them
to things strange, and often uncouth: while mothers,
to whom all around is familiar, are astonished and
displeased to find that the young ladies do not rea-
dily fall iuto their ways, and are more prone to
dictate than to obey. Where these differences of
opinion do not create strife and contention, they
are productive of coldness; each person feels deeply
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aggrieved by the conduct of others towards them ;
those who possess amiable dispositions, make allow-
ances for circumstances and situation, but seldom
do we sce the attached and happy families which
afford such beautiful pictures of domestic felicity in
Lngland. a

" I'hat dcath and absence differ but in name, all
who have been long separated from those whom
they love best in the world must readily allow.
Experience in India shews that even a mother’s
affection, perchance the strongest and most lasting
sentiment, is not proof against it, or how can we
account for the exceeding, and, it may be added,
disgu-ting anxiety, continually manifested to get rid
of daughters as rapidly a$ they are brought out #

It is no unusual thing for persons who have
accumulated a fortune, and who are desirous to
spehd the remainder of their days in luxury in
England, to marry off' the funales of their family
as fast as they possibly can, little caring to whom
they arc consigned, and leaving them to combat
with every sort of hardship, without a hope of their
ever meeting again,  The condition of girls thus
situated is far from enviable ; overtures are made
to their parents, and accepted by them without
consulting the partics who are the most deeply
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concerned in the transaction; the young lady is
simply told that & proposal has been made in which
she must acquiesce, and she goes to the altar, if
not unwilling, at lcast indifferent. Many are so
strongly impressed with the comfortless nature of
their situation, that they gladly avail themselves of
the first opportunity to cffect 2 change, and nothing
more disagrecable can readily be imagined than the
condition of the last of four or five sisters, who by
some inexplicable fatality remains single.  She is
frequently bandied about from one family to ancy
ther, seeking rest and finding none. Whether she
may have matrimonial views, or if perfectly guilt-
less of all design, it is the «ame thing, she is sup-
posed to he manceuyringe for a husband, and those
whom she may fascinate do not always possess the
moral courage requisite to acknowledge a partiality
for a girl, who has failed to secure early offersy or
the reputation of having refused them. At length,
when her pretensions have almost become a jest,
some candidate for her hand appears, and is of
course successful ; it is then discovered that she is
a very fine young woman, and all agree that her
protracted state of spinsterhood must have been a
matter of choice.

Itis an amusing thing for a spectator to observe
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the straight-forward, business-like manncr in which
marriages in India are brought about. The opinion
entertained by the princess Huncamunea, respect-
ing the expediency of short courtships, seems to
prevail. A gentleman, desirous to enter the holy
pale, does not always wait until he shall meet with
some fair one suiting his peculiar taste, but the
instant that he hears of an expected arrival, des-
patches a proposal to meet her upon the road ; this
i~ either rejected in totu, or accepted conditionally :
and if there should be nothing very objectionable
in the suitor, the marriage takes place.  Others
travel over to »ome distant station, in the hope of
returning with a wife; and many visit the presi-
deney on the same errande Numbers return with-
out achieving their object, and these unfortunates
are said to be members of the ¢ juwauwh club,” a
faveurite Indian phrase, which is exceedingly ex-
pressive of the forlorn «tate of bachelors upon com-
pulsion.

Young men who are qualifying themselves for
interpreterships, or who expect staff-appointments,
are often supposed to he quite guiltless of matri-
monial designs; they may he attached to a large
station without even entering into any of the
gaities,—are not scen at balls, plays, or races, and
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do not frequent the morning levées of ladies of

distinetion. Suddenly, upon obtaining the pro-

mised post, they appear at a ball, and some girl,

who has been a leading belle, and who has flirted

with half the station, is quietly approached. She,

with more sense than sentiment, tlisengages herself
from her butterfly-admirers, on whom the astound-

wigfact of her approaching marriage acts like an

:‘.]e('tric shock ; they look very foolishly at each

other, and make a faint attempt to laugh.

The spinsterhood of India is composed of three
different classes; the first consists of the daughters
of ¢ivil and military servants, merchants, and others
~ettled in India, who have been sent to England for
education, and who generally return between the
ages of sixteen and twenty; these may be said
to belong to the country, and to possess homes,
although upon the expectation of the arrival of a
second or third danghter, they are often disposed
of after a very summary fashion. Ir the second
are to be found the sisters and near relatives of
those brides who have married Indian officers. %e.
during the period of a visit to the mother-country,
and who, cither through affection for their rela-
tives, or in consequence of having no provision in
England, have been induced to accompany them to
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the Eastern world. The third is formed of the
orphan daughters, legitimate and illegitimate, of
Indian residents, who have been educated at the
presidencies.  This latter class is exceedingly nu-
merous, and as they are frequently destitute of
Samily connexions, those who are not so fortunate
as to possess relatives in a certain rank in life, see
very little of socicty, and have comparatively littlo
chance of being well-established.  The progress ot
refinement has materially altered the condition of
these voung ladies, but has acted in a manner the
very reverse of improvement, as far as their indi-
vidual interests are concerued.

A considerable number, having no support ex-
cepting that which is®derived from the Orphan
Fund, reside at a large house at Kidderpore,
about a mile and a-half from Caleutta, helonging
to that institution; others who may be endowed
with the interest of a few thousand rupees, become
parlour-boarders at <chools of various degrees of
respectability, where they await the chance of at-
tracting some young officer, the military being oh-
Jeets of consideration when civiliansare unattainable.

Formerly it was the practice to give balls
at the establishment at Kidderpore, to which
vast numbers of beaux were invited ; hut this un-
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disguised method of secking husbands is now at
variance with the received notions of propriety, and
the Female Orphan School has assumed, in conse-
quence of the discontinuance of these partics, some-
what of the character of a nunuery. In fact, the
young ladies immured within the walls have no
chance of mecting with suitors, unless they should '
HOSSCSS fricnds in Caleutta to give them oecasional
Turvitations, or the fame of their beauty should
:proad itelf ahroad. Every vear, by increasing
the number of artivals educated in England, lessens
their chance of meeting with cligible matches.

The prejudices against < dark beauties™ (the
phrase usually employed to designate those who are
the inheritors of the native complesion) are daily
gaining ground, and in the present state of female
intcllectuality, their uncultivated minds form a
decided objection.  The English language has d&
generated in the possession of the * country-born;”
their pronunciation is short and disagrecable, and
they usually place the accent on the wrong sy Hable:
though not so completely barbarized as in America,
the mother, or rather father-tongue, has lost all its
strength and beauty, and acquired a peculiar idiom.

There ave not many heiresses to be found in India,
and those who are gifted with property of any Lind,
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almost invariably belong to the dark population,
the daughters or grand-daughters of the Company’s
servants of more prosperous times, the represcuta-
tives of merchants of Portuguese extraction, or the
ladies of Armcenian families.  These latter named
are frequently extvemely handsome, and ncarly as
fair as Europeans ; but though adopting English
fashions in dress, they do not speak the language,
and sing in Hindoostance to their performances on
the piano.  They mix very little.in the British
society of Caleutta, and usually intermarry with
persons belonging to their own nation, living in a
retired manner within the bosoms of their fumilies,
without being entirely secluded like the females of
the country in which their ancestors have been so
long domiciled.

* The daughters and wives of the Portuguese, a
numerous and wealthy class, are quite as tawny,
and not ~o handsome, as the natives; they usually
dress in a rich and tawdry manner, after the
European fashion, which is particularly unbecoming
to them: they form a peculiar circle of their own,
and though the spinster portion of this community,
it i» said, prefer British officers to husbands of
Portuguese extraction, unions between them are
extremely rare.



CHAPTER IIL

SCENES IN THE MOFUSSIL * CAWNPORL.

Avtuaovcn our Indian territories arc much better
oné more extensively known than they were even a
few vears ago, it may still be necessary to translate
and explain sdie of the appellations commonly
adopted by the European residents of Bengal, to
designate places and things, many of which can
scareely fail to perplex uninitiated cars. The Mo-
fussil is a term applied to the provinees, all the
military cantonments, and the residences appointed
for civilians beyond the presidency, being called
Mofussil stations.  Individuals quartered in thy
provinees, are stvled Mofussillites, and if remaining
during a long series of years at a distance from the
capital, they wually acquire modes and  habits
which certainly entitle them to some distinguishing
appellation.  There is, however, nothing invidious
or disrespectful in the term, it being applied indis-
criminately to all dwellers in the provinees, while
those who may have barbarized a little during their
seclusion amid wilds and fastnesses, are styled par
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distinction ¢ jungle-wallahs.” It is difficult to ex-
plain the precise meaning of the word wallah : it
is ‘usually translated ¢ fellow ;™ but to the natives
of India, who call Indigo-planters, ¢/leal (blue)
wallahs,” camel ‘dri\ ers, “ oonte-wallahs,” &c. it
* does not convey the iden which we attach to this
expression in England.

Cawnpore is one of the principal stations of“the
Mofussil, and is <ituated upon the right hank of
the Ganges, about 600 miles from Calceutta. Tt iy
scldom that this cantonment has received common
justice from its deseribers, the duty being rather
annoying ; military men, who, exeept upon service,
usually objeet to the goils and tashs of their pro-
fession, dishike it bocause they are, what they are
pleased to sty le, harassed by inspections, ficld-daye.,
drills, committees, &e. &e. Thoswe who do not
choose to avow the real canse of their disgust, com-
plain that it is dusty and hot; but these are disad-
vantages which it must share with all the stations
within some hundred miles, while they are more
than counterbalanced by the nunicrous enjoyments
afforded by its superior size and the number of its
inhabitants,

With the exception of the Ganges, which rolls
its broad waves beside the British lines, nature
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has done little forgCawnpore; but the sandy plain,
broken occasionally into ravines, which forms it-
site, has been so much embellished by the hand
of man, that an unprejudiced person, not subjected
to the miseries of field-days, will not hesitate to <ay
that it possesses much pieturejue beauty. .
The garrison consists of a Fuopean regiment of
=hagoons, and one of native cay alry ; scveral batta-
Jions of artillery, horse, and fuot ; one King’s, and
thiee Company’s regiments of infantry ; a major-
general in command ; and the numerous staff’
attached to the head-quarters of a large distriet
There are few chvilians, two judge, and two collee-
tors, with their assistant-, comprising the whole of
the Company™ civil ery ants (the aristocracy of
India), who are stationdd at Cawnpore. These
personages, having far better allow ances, aud bt-in.g
settled in one place for a longer period, hay e hand-
somer houses, more numerous trains of servants,
and live in better style than the military residents :
but the difference at Cawnpore is not so remarkable
as at many other stations, on account of the high
rank, and con~equently the large inconies, of many
of the officers belonging to the garrison.
"I'wo or three indigo-planters in theneighbourhood
complete the grande monde of Cawnpore * but there
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are other British residents, who fyrm a second circle:
the owners of shops and farms, coach-makers, bakers,
and tailors, to whom if must be a much more desi-
rable place of abode than a smaller station, since it
affords them the advantage of society. A solitary
individual, belonging to a class which is not consi-
dered visitable in India, must feel peculiarly iso-
lated. Though he might be inclined to stoop toe
lower grade, excepting where there is a Eurupemj
regiment, he cannot find associates from his own
country ; and even an intimate acquaintance with
the language could scarcely enable an Fanglishman
to feel any gratification in a companionship with
Hindoos or Moosulmans, even of a rank superior
to his own.

Onc objection made to Cawnpore is its want of
concentration ; the lines of the various regiments
hzmggle to the distance of five miles along the
river's bank, and it i~ deemed a hardship to travel
so far to visit a friend : but the scene is thereby
agreeably diversified, and the compounds (a cor-
ruption of the Portuguese word campania), which
surround the bungalows, are larger thau could be
the case if its linits were more circumscribed.
Many of these compounds are beautifully planted,
and have a very park-like appearance, particularly



CAWXNTORE. 49

during the rainy feason, when the cultivated parts
of the plain have put on their green ma