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PUBLISHERS PREFACE.
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Tun * Spepial Campatgn ™ Serles deals with the hustory
of warn its techuical agpect, and the text of each volume
1s interspersed with stiategical and tactical comments
and illustrated by nuwmerous sketches. A desciiption
of the Russo-Turkish war of 1877 is m course of pre-
paration, and subsequent volumes will deal with those
campaigns of the nineteenth century that present
features of exceptional military interest. It 13 hoped
that this series will not only be useful for exammation
purposes but may form the nucleus of an interesting

library for the military student.






PREFACE

——

STRATECY Is a term of wide significance. It is applied
to the plans, combinations and movements in war
whereby the probability of success is increased, the
effect of victory enhanced and the results of defeat
minimized. It embraces the art of the general in con-
ducting operations on the theatre of war, and the methods
by which he seeks to bring the enemy to battle, In
warfare between the armed nations of Europe but
little scope is afforded for the brilliant combinations
that marked the era of Napoleon. The existence of
Lelegraphic cormunication eliminates to a great extent
the chance of surprise, while the movements of great
bodies of troops are restricted by their dependence on
railway systems. Sedan was the result of a strategy
more methodical than that which led to Jena. Fore-
sight, calculation and sound judgment have to a great
extent taken the place of genius, and success depends
more on the mechanical working of the war machine
than on the personal influence of any one leader.

It was not without cause that Stoffel warned his
Government to “ heware of the Prussian Staff” and
the manner in which the German armies were organized,
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supplied and led by the pupils of Moltke s a study
replete with interest. In addition to its strategic
lessons, the campaign of 1870 marks a distinct era in
tactical progress ; and on the experiences of the war ig
founded the theory of the modern combat The
literature of the campaign can only be studied by a few ;
and the {ollowing narrative may be of service to officers
who have neither the time nor the opportunity to make
use of a more detailed account.

June, 1904, S, G P
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CHAPTER I
Tue War or 1870

-

The (‘ause of the War—The Prussian Military System—Terms of
Sevvice—Mohihzation—The Trench Military Systemi—Mobiliza-
tion—Morale of the Aimics—Armament and Taclica—The
Theatre wf War—Rivers—The Vosges—Alsuce and Lournine—
Road Sy-tem—French  Railway System—Ceiman  Ralway
System—Infuence of Ruilways un Operations.

To review the political causes of the war

C‘%S:r °f 61 1870, and sketch the policy which placed
Prussia in the position of leader of the Ger-

man race would entail a study of Continental politics
from the commencement of the century. By the disso-
lution of the Bund in 1866, and the formation of the
North Cerman Confederation, she hecame invested
with military supremacy, and a popular war with a
foreign power wag all that was necessary to re-establish
the ancient German Empire and secure the long desirec
unity of the German peoples. In France, on the other
hand, the growing power of her ancient cnemy, fhe
astounding successes of the six weeks’war, and the unsuc-
cessful attempts to obtain a rectification of the Rhine
frontier had aroused a feeling of hitter hostility. France
alone was delerminedly opposed to a German Kmpire ;
Russia was open to an arrangement ; Ausiria was too
enfeebled by the Sadowa Campaign to interfere, and
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Tingland had notoriously withdrawn herself from the
complications of Continental politics. The pretentions
of the two great rivals had to be decided on the battle-
fleld, and the immediale cause of ruptureis a matter of
little importance. A diplomatic quarrel arising from
the offer of the Spanish throne to the Prince of Hohen-
zollern-Sigmaringen afforded a plausible pretext for
war, which was formally declared by the French Govern-
mefit on July 19, 1870.

TFrom the first no thought crossed the minds of the
French people but that of an undisputed march to the
Rhine and a series of victories on Cermarr soil. The
value of the great military system organized by Prussia
was nob appreciated, and the chief factors that led to
the overthrow of Austria at Koniggratz were ignored.
Tn no other campaign have the preparations made in
peace so largely influenced the outcome of war. It is
necegsary, therefore, to study the causes which enabled
the Cerman forces to humble in a few weeks a greal
military nation which, while holding Napoleonie tradi-
tions had lost the Napoleonic vigour, leadership and
skill.

Prussian L e present militmy system was originated

Military by Scharnhorst, in 1807, after the Treaty of

System  mijgit, which bound Prussia nob to keep more
than 42,000 men under arms. By calling her able-
badied population into the field she was enabled in
1814 to regain the position she lost at Jena, but in
order to claim co-equal rank with the other great
military powers she has since been forced to continue
what is virtually tantamount 1o universal conseription
in order to solve the difficult problem of producing a
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maximum of mililary power from a comparatively small
country with poor pecuniary resources. The Prussian
organization of 1861 was extended to the North Clerman
States alter the war of 1866, and with slight modifica-
tions was adopted in the armies brought into the field
in 1870 by the German Confederation. The main
principles of ihe system may be summarized as
follows :—

Compulsory service with liberd cexemplions. Ewery
able-bodicd German of the age of twenty might be called
on to scrve and no substitution wag permitted. The
number ofarecruits annnally required (100,000 in 1870)
formed bul a small proportion of those who came of
age, and the remainder, according to circumnstances, ob-
tained either complete or partial exemption.

Short scrvice with large reserves. Enlisting for a short
period, suchas three years, had the advantage of rapidly
passing a large portion of the manhood through a mili-
tary course, and filled the country with men who could
be recalled to the colours in time of emergency.

Retention of war cadres in time of peace. By kecping
the framework of the army complete, the permanent
staff and the corps of officers were able at once to deal
with the large influx of men that joined the ranks in
time of war.

Locdlization of army wuniis. Tach army corps was
allotbed to a province, while the whole country was
divided into districts and parishes which served as a
basis for the recruiting of the regular army and the
mobilization of the reserves. In every village there
was a congpicuous nofice as to ibs place in the military
organization. Ex. Dorf—Kronberg. Krets.—Taunus.
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Bezirk.—Frankiort. 86th Nassau-Lundwebr regiment.
Ist Battalion. 3rd Kompagnie.

The army in peace time was suhdivided
into four classes :—

The standing army of soldiers actually in
the ranks, who served nominally for three ycars.

The Rescrve composed of men who had completed
their army service hul were liable on mobilization to be
recdlled to the colours during a further period of jour
years, and thus vaise the numbers of the army from a
peace to a war strength.

The Landwehr consisting ol thooe who had hnished
both their army anl veserve seyvice and wore liable
for a further petiud of five yours, Lo be embodied as o
supplementary force in second line.

The Ersaiz reserve of men who had escaped conserip-
tion, or who were temporarily exempted from service.
These untrained men escaped all military dulies in
time of peace, but were liable to he drafted into depdts
in time of war.

Liability to army service lasted twelve years, and in
addition to the force that could thus be raised, every
able-bodied man from the age of seventeen to forly-two
belonged to the Landsturm ot levée en masse, which could
only be called out in case of invasion of the country.

In addition to the exemptions obtained by men of
the Ersatz reserve, the hardships of conseription were
alleviated by allowing the wealthier and better educated
clagses to become one year or three year volunteers under
certain defined conditions.

The elficiency of the combatant anns was ensured by
the constant practice in time of peace of all that is neces-

Terms of
Service
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sary in war. The regular forces took part in annual
ficld manceuvres of a practical type, while the men in
the reserves were occasionally called out in order that
they should not forget whal they had learnt.

The process of rapidly raising an army
from a peace to a war Joobing demanded a
carefully-arranged plan based on an efieclive
decentralization of authority. The addressof each man
in the reserve and Landwelr was registered, and ak the
order to mobilize he wasg reynired at once, under heavy
penalties, to present himselt ab the nearest military centre
for the puapose of taking his place in the ranks. Every
civilian knew exactly the position he would have to fill
if suddenly called upon. By maintaining an efficient
organization at all the military centres, it was apparent
that an order to mobilize could be rapidly passed on
from the headquarters at Beilin through all the several
grades of territorial divisions till it finally reached every
able-bodied man liable for service in the country. At
each of the local centres, stores of clothing, equip-
ment and materiel were kept ready for issue. Kqually
complete arrangements with regard to the musbering
of horses, the formation of trains, and the collection of
supplies, combined with a detailed transit organization,
enabled each army corps to be assembled completely
armed and equipped within a few days affer instruc-
tions had been telegraphed throughout the country. As
a result of this systematic arrangement, the army of the
North German Confederation, combined with those of
the affiliated States, was enabled to reach the gigantic
total of 1,180,000 men within & lortnight after the out-
break of hostilities.

Mobiliza-
tion
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French  In the French army, the majority ol the

Millary combatants were enlisted Jor seven years

System y nder the recruiting law of 1832, The annual
contingent of recruils was large, and those not required
in the ranks were sent away on furlough with a
liability to be called out for seven years. Jxemption
was ab firsb possible by payment, a course afterwards
modificd by the system ol substtution. The cflect of
having a reserve withoub organization and with little
training was cvident in 18569, when, out of a nominal
gtrength of 400,000 men, the Emperor was with difli-
culty able to bring 140,000 into the field. As early as
1861 measures were taken bo pass alarger portion of the
reserve through the army, 1o train the remainder, and
thus raise the war strengbh to some 600,000 men. The
war of 1866 scemed to show thal even this force was
insufficient, and it was determined to raise the numbers
to 800,000. To obtain this force without calling largely
on the budget it was necessary to shorten the periods
ot service and increase the trained reserves. By the
recruiting regulations of 1868 the term of service was
reduced to five years in the regular army, iollowed by
four years in the reserve. In second line were the gardes
mobiles, who were destined for garrisons and work in
rear of the army.

Owing to the law of 1868 not having time to come
into operation the I'rench reserves were comparalively
small in numbers, and more than half of them were
untrained. The gardes mobiles were practically
civilians in uniform with no working organization,
and compared unfavourably with ecither Landwéhr or
Landsburm:
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. Considerable difficulties lay in the path of
Mohiliza- . e .
tion  rapid mobilization. The army units were
not localized, and a reservist was sent first to
the depdt companies, however distant they might be, to
receive his equipment, and then hurried back to his regi-
ment, which in many cases was close to his home. There
was (with a few exceptions) no peace organization of the
higher tactical units, and army corps and divisions were
asscmbled with a stafl and troops unaccustomed togwork
together, The depdts of stores were large and lew in
number, and therefore unable, withoul disorder, to meet
the sudden demands made on then:. The whole systein
was one ot over-centralization. Tvery mabter of petty
detail had to be relerred to the Paris War Office, and the
machinery, eapable of good work in the lime of peace,
was utterly unable o cope with the exigencies of war.
The standing army lad to be pushed as it stood
to the Ironticr and there organized for command,
while the reservists joined their battalions as best
they could.

The Iniendance was a purely localized body, and was
quite unequal to the sudden strain of provisioning troops
in rapid movement, and out of the sphere of the peace
arrangements for supply. The French army, in fact,
had 1o be mobilized on the frontier, while the Germans,
assembled with rapidity in their home distriets, moved
forward to the scene of war a compact and well-equipped
force. To a system of decentralization of large local-
ized units was opposed an excessively concentrated
machinery working & mass of petty isolated elements.

The actual number of troops available for field service
when war broke ont was 567,000, and a deduction of the
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Algerian troops, garrisons and depdts leaves only some
330,000 men, with no trained reserves i sccond line.
Asainst these, Germany could hring more than a million
well drilled soldicers, without calling on the Krsatz rescrve
or the Landsturm.

Tn addition to vumerical inferiority the
geneial condition of the French army was
by no means satisfactory, The general officers had no
expesience in the Ieading of large bodies ol troops, the
stafl was insufliciently educated, the regimental officers
had not adequate authority over their men, the mass of
the soldiery was contuminated by the evils of mubstitu-
tion, and the bonds of discipline were relaxed, owing
to the cnervating eflects of the Algerian and Mexican
campaigns, and the pernicious spread of democratic
principles among all ranks. Tle French regimental
officers were of two distinet types : those who rose from
the ranks and seldom became field officers, and those of
higher education from the military schools, who were
apt to leave the delails of regimental work to their less
fortunate comrades. In Germany there was no such
dislinetion, and oflicers of good social status had to he
well educated and to pass severe professional tests to
oblain advancement. For the Staff in hoth arnies the
ablest mon were selested, but entrance to the French
Staff Corps was gained hy examination and interest,
and officers were engrossed by theoretical studies to the
detriment of practical routine. The German Staff, on
the ather hand, wasg the best in Burope and, in addition
lo a sound scientific training, had the intimate acquain-
tance with stafl and regimental dutics that can only be
acquired frow conglant practice in field mancenvres.

Morale



THE TWAR OF 1870 iT

Armament  Yor the first time the full power of the
and  hreechloading rifle in warfare was about to
Tacties 16 tosted. The German infantry was armed
with the ncedle gun, which had rendered such great
service in the ficld of Sadowa. Though an cxecllent
and durable weapon, it had but little elfect at distances
longer than 600 métres. Opposed to it was the French
chassepOt sighted to 1,200 mébres ; a rifle far superior
in rapidity of fire, range, and penctration. 'The musketry
training ol the German, however, was suporior o that
of Lis opponent. The Irench expecled great results
from the long-range fire of nasses of men ; while the
Prussians laid stress on the accurate shooting of the
individual at short ranges.

The German artillery was armed with steel hreech-
loading guns, firing percussion shell of about nine and
fifteen pounds weight. The French still adhered to the
muzzle-loading system, and their guns fired shell of some-
what similar weight, with both fime and percussion
fuses. A few shrapnel were also used, bul the time
fuses in general were so defective that but little advan-
tage was gained Dy their employment. In matériel
the Prussian artillery had by far the best of 1t ; but their
opponents hoped to more than make up for the deficiency
by the employment of the far-famed mitraillense. In
positions where it was possible to conceal them from
ghell fire, they on more than one occasion did great
exeuction ; but when used as field guns they were, from
their short range, utterly unable to cope with the cnemy’s
artillery.

It was more, however, by tactics than by armament
that the fighting capabilities of the two armies had to
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be tested.  The lessons of the war ol 1866 had been only
partially learnt by the Germans, and totally unappre-
ciated by the Frencli.  The bullk of hoth armies had been
trained under an obsolele gystem, and though this was
modified by drill books and instructions made just be-
fore the war, many lessons in tactics had to be leamt
under fire.

The offensive was the mainspring of the Prugsian
gysterm,  Officers and men had been impressed with
the necessity of always being, il possible, the assailant.
The French had been imbued with the contrary opinion,
and believed that the best course was to utilaze their
long range rifle on the defonsive until the moment arrived
when a counter-stroke conld be made. Unfortunately,
this idea was not suited either to the traditions or tem-
perament of the I'rench soldier, and the predilection
for the defensive influenced dizastrously the tactics of
the whole campaign, Experience soon taught the Cer-
mans that formations in columns were seldom suilahble
{or attack ; but it was difficult for the Trench to alter
the defensive attibude to which they had been trained.

The instructions issued to the German cavalry and
artillery in 1869 were the basis of their success in war,
Formed in independent divisions, the cavalry took up
the rdle they played in the time of Frederick and Napo-
leon, and, scouting far to the front and flank, were the
eyes and ears of the army they covered. On the Freneh
side the duties of reconnaissance and patrolling were
delegated to a few divisional squadrons, while the bulk
of the cavalry was reserved for the special occasion of a
charge on the battlefield. Mindful of their experience
in 1866, the Prussian artillery was placed well forward
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in the line of march, and was able, by coming speedily
into action, to prepare, by fire, the way for the oncoming
infantry. Above all, the Napolconic maxims were fol-
lowed of massing the guns, and concentratling the fire.
The training and shooling of the French arfillery were
indifferent, and its methods of employment as antiquated
ag its matériel.

The theatre of war at the commencement

Theatre  of Lostilities comprised the basins of the

middle Rhine and the Moselle, a tract inter-
sected by the mountain range of the Vosges,

The frontier line ran along the Rhine from the neutral
territory of Switzerland, near Basle to Lauterhourg
(106 miles), thence westward along the course of the
Lauter to Saargemund (56 miles), dividing France fiom
the Bavarian Palalinate, thence in a north-westerly
direction to Sierck (35 miles), bordering the Prussian
Rhenish provinee, and abutting finally on the neutral
territories of Luxemburg and Belgium.

The Rhine varies from 200 to 500 yards in
width, and is bridged by railways at Basle,
Strassburg, Maxau, Mannheim, Maintz and Coblentz.
Tn the vicinity of the chief towns are also boat-bridges
of a semi-permanent type. Below Strassburg, all the
main bridges were held by the Germans. The tribu-
taries on the left bank in the vicinity of the [ronlier are
not serious military obstacles, and flow generally in a
direction from west to east.

The Moselle has a tortuous course of snme 290 miles,
and rising in the western Vosges first becomes difficult
to cross ab Toul. Between this place and Sierck there
are permancnl bridges at Frouard, Marhache, Dicu-

Rivers
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louard, Pont-3-Mousson, Corny and Are, and further
down several within the ruyon of the fortresses of Metz
and Thionville. The fords are practicable in time of
drought, but the river is subject to constant floods.
The average breadth of the river valley between Frounard
and Metz is about 2,000 paces, and steep slopes on both
sides rige above the stream frora 300 to 500 feet. Below
Metz the heights on the left bank recede from the stream
and the valley is completely commanded from the eastern
haulk, The principal tributaries that have to he crosgod
hy an army invading France are the Meurthe, the Seille,
and the Saar. ©

The Vosges mountaing run northward
from the vicinity of Bellort in a direclion
generally parallel to the Rhine at an average
distance from it of from thirty to lorty miles. On reach-
ing the source of the Lauter, they divide into two main
ridges which take anortherly and north-casterly direction.

The southern Vosges—some thirty miles wide—are
densely waoded, and hetween Bellort and Saverne are
nearly impassable for a large army. The northern por-
tion in the vieinity of the frontier s narrower and more
open, and ig traversed by numerous roads. The eastern
slopes of the numerous valleys are steeper than the wes-
tern, and afford numerous defensive posilions against
attack from the direction of Germany.

Parallel to the Rhine extends a broad,
fertile plain, intersected with woods, varying
in width from fourteen to twenty-three miles.
In southern Alsace the watercourses run i the same
direction as the river, and the positions afiorded by them
are supported by the [ortresses of Nen-brisach and

The
Vosges

Alsace and
y Lorraine
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Schlesstadt. In northern Alsace the east and west
direction of the slreams, the extensive woods and the
fortress of Strassburg form obstacles to any advance of
an enemy from the north. The fract of country from
the Lauter to Worms is hilly, and the lie of the valleys
favours a defensive attitude on the part of a German
force, if attacked from the westward. From the north
of Worms a gently undulating country, frec of {orest,
leads to the broad plain of the Main, of which Mainz
guards the enirance.

Between the Saar and the Moselle ig an open undu-
lating tearain of which the folds lie chiefly north and
south and afford good positions. Several deeply-cut
river beds have to be crossed by an invader of France
before the main defensive line of the Mosclle is reached.

The issues across the Rhine were, with
one exception, in the hands of the Germans,
and could only have been taken from
them by a prompt forward movement of the French.
Asg this did not take place, the armies may be con-
sidered as concentrating in their own territory with
the obstacles of the Rhine and the Vosges hetween
them. Numerous good roads led from the frontier
across the mountains towards Nancy and Metz, but the
best of those in the northern Vosges were closed by the
small fortresses of Bitach, Petite Pierre, and Phalshourg.

French For the purpose of concentration near the

Railway frontier railways had to be largely used ; and

System 5 glight sketch of the railway system shows
the relative facilities afforded to the contending armies.
The French frontier line ran from necar Saarbrucken
thro”tlgh Saargemund, Bitsch and Haguenau to Strass-

Road
System
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burg and Mulhouse, and connected with the German
lines at Saarbrucken, Weissemburg, Kehl and Basle.

The line from Melz to Sarrgemund wag fed from
the branches that led through Mezieres—Thionville and
Chélons—NWrouard. Converging on Strassburg were
lines from Chélons, vifl Frovard and Saverne, Chaumont
vii Langres and Belfort, and Dijon vii Besangon and
Bellott, while uncompleted {eeders were of service be-
twedn Luneville and Schlesstadt, and Nanecy-Epinal
anid Mulhouse.

Gorman  Lhrough the Rbenish Provinces four main

Railway lines lead from the Rhine to the fronticr:

System 1 (ologne-Treves-Saarlouis  (unfinished to
the north of Treves). 2. Bingen-Neunkirchen-Saar-
brucken. 3. Neustadt-Homburg-Saarbrucken. 4. Neu-
stadt-Weissenburg.

Into these lines the traffic poured from nine railway
systems, of which six proceeded from the north of Ger-
many, and three from the south. One of these lines
was allotted to the first army of the North German Con-
federation, while four lines were given to each of the
two other (erman armies. A line ol rail follows the
right Dank of the Rhine from Bagdle to Mayence, and
connects the fortresses on the river. To the north of
the Black Forest this is fed by lines [rom the interior
of the country, while good road approaches are to be
found in the mountainous district more south.

1 In a war between France and Germany it
nfluence of .

Railways Was evident that the struggle would assumo

g;‘ef;:i‘;&f gigantic proportions, and that to bring the
enormous forces disposable rapidly into the
ficld, extenstve use must be made ol the railway systems,
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not only for the assembly of troops but also for their
effectual supply.

Tt will be evident that the German forces could with
ease ho collected on the line of the Rhine from Carlsruhe
to Cologne, and that a further advance, if unopposed,
would be favoured by the lines in the Palatinate. A
rapid concentration on the upper Rhine was impossible,
bubt an attack in that quarter was hitle to be fsared as
an invader would have the Iormidable obstacles of~the
river and the Black Forest Lo overcome, while his army
would be liable o an attack in flank.

To utilize fully the French system of railways, concen-
tration would have to be effected in two groups in the
vicinity ol Metz and Strassburg. Direct communication
between the forces thus massed could only take place
by using a line running dangerously near a hostile
frontier, and any concentration would probably he made
by using roads or a very circuitous ronte. In the case
of both armies it was cvident that whatever plans were
adopted the lines of advance and manceuvre would
cotneide more or less with the lines of rail,
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WEISSENBURG

-

CGetman Plan of Operaltons—Trench Plan of Operationy—(ter-
man Coneenlbiation—Comments—IFrench Concentration—Com-
meneement  of  Losbilitica—Bngagement at  Saaibrucken—
Crermane Advance to Frontier—Invadgion of Alsace—Combat
al Welssenburg—Comments.

Tus Prussians, fully aware of their super-
iority in numbers and organization, deber-
mined from the first to anticipate any attempt
of their adversaries to carry the war on to German soil.
A private understanding had been come to with the
South German States that assistance from Prussia lor
the defence of any particular locality, such as the Black
Forest, was not to be reckoned on, and that South Ger-
many would be best protected by an offensive movement
into Alsace from the middle Rhire. With the utmost
confidence the Governments of Bavaria, Wurtemberg,
Baden and Hesse at once placed their contingents at
the service of the Prussian king.

It was obvious that if the French took the initiative
they would be forced, owing to the situation ol the
neatral territories of Luxemburg and Switzerland,
either to advance into Rhenish Prussia, or oross the upper
Rhine. It was realized that there would be a consider-
able delay in the French mobilization, though owing to

,» Plans of
#  QOperations
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the existence of the castern camps and garrisons a part
of the Tmperial Forces might be able to take the ficld
in a very short time. 7To counteract a possible invasion
over the upper or lower Rhine, and at the same time
reserve the power of employing their numerically
superior forces in an offensive cffort, was the problem
1o be solved by the Prussian stafl.

In accordance with the project of General von Moltke
1 Ras decided that the whole ol the German forces should
be concentrated in three armies in the Palatinate. The
plan was based on the resolve to attack the cnemy at
once wherever found, and to utilize the andoubied
supetiority in numbers by keeping the armies in touch
with each other. Any invasion of the Rhenish Pro-
vinces would be met by the combined German lorees,
whereas i the Emperor crossed the upper Rhine his
line of communications and further advance would be
seriously imperilled by the presence ol a hostile armny
on his flank. With the Black Forest in front, and a
German army massed at Rastadtl, a datuille rangée in
the Rhine Valley was inevitable.

To niake full use of their railway system, the Trench
would presumably be obliged to assemble in two groups
at Metz and Strassburg w1t;h the Vosges separating thew.
In the Palatinate the Germans would stand on interior
lines to masses thus formed, and be able to act against
either or both at will.

[n the event of a defensive policy being decided on, it
was evident that Alsace would have to be evacuated,
as the advance of the troops of the Coniederation on
both sides of the Vosges completely turned the defensive
line formed by that mountain chain.
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But little danger was apprehended from the initial
separation of the German forces. The First Army,
protected on its flank by neutral territory and in a
country extremely favourable for defence, marched by
road to its point of concentration. The rail transport
of the Second and Third Armies ended at the Rhine,
and their gradually increasing numbers would enablo
them to deal with any attack that was likely to he made
on them. ”

French The French Government reckoned some-

Plan of what on the old dissensions of the German

Operatior$ paces, and hoped that a rapid offensive
movement might paralyze the action of the South
(lerman States. The plan of campaign projected by
the Emperor was to mass 150,000 men at Metz, 100,000
at Strassburg, and 50,000 at Chélons as a reserve. The
two first-mentioned hodies were to amalgamate, cross
the Rhine ab Maxau, force the Southern German States
into neutrality, and advance towards the Main to seek
a general action with the Prussian forces. To carry
out this idea, it was obvious that the passage of the
Rhine would have to be effected before the (ferman
armies were mobilized. Assuming this was possible,
it, is difficult to see how [urther successes were fo be
obtained. To overawe South Germany, and at the
same time mask the Rhine fortresses, would absorb a
large proportion of the invading troops. With a series
of {fortified cities in rear, a large enirenched camp
(Maintz) on the flank, and a numcrically superior army
in front, the prospect of a successful advance to Berlin
seemed somewhat visionary.

As soon as it was evident that war was inevitable,
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each nation proceeded to prepare for the struggle. The
order to mobilize the North (terman forces was issued
on the ovening of July 15, for both the line and the
Landwehr simultancously, as it was apparent that
every available man would be wanted. Within ten days
the local mobilizations of the army corps were com-
pleted, and transport by rail to the frontier commenced.
Precise details as to the way each body of troops was
to e {orwarded, the respective starting points, the duy
and hour of departure, the duration of the journey and
the places of detrainment, had been prepared long
beforehand. At the close of July the whoke of the
forces, divided into three large armies, had formed on
the Rhine and in the Palatinate beyond. The position
of the {orces on July 31 may be thus summarized -~

I. Army. General Steinmetz.

VIL and VIIL Cops, ViL. Corps . . Treves.
3rd Cavalry Division. VIII.  Corps, ceheloned along
50,600 Infantry. Warlern road. Small  detach-
4,800 Cavalry. ments walching the Saar,

IL Army. Prinee Fiedeiseh Charles.
ur, 1Iv, IX, X, XII, and IIl. and 1V. Corps S.W. of

Uuard Corps. Motz in tront line. X. at
5th and 6th (avaly Divisons,  Bingen in rear of right. Gluard
132,000 Infantey. at Mannheum in rear of left. IX.
22,000 Cavalry. and XII Corpy invear of centie.

III. Acmy. Crown Prinee.

V., XTI, and two Bavadan Corps. . V.o and XL Corps, and one
Baden and Wurlewmberg Divi-  Bavaiian Division m front line

siotu, Landan-Germersheim,  Rest of
4th Cavalry Division. Bavarians in second line. South
126,000 Infantry. Germans on right bank of river.

14,800 Cavalry.

A few days laber the I Corps and 18t Cavalry Divi-
sion joined the First Avmy; the 1T Corps the Second Army
aud the VI Corps and 2nd Cavalry Division the Third
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Army ; forming, with the addition of the 19th Infantry
and four Landwehr Divisions, a total of 462,000 In-
fantry ; 56,800, Cavalry ; and 1,584 guns.
In the middle of July the Rlenish Pro-
vinces were quite unprotected, and consider-
able caution was exercised in arresting the movement
by rail on the banks of the Rhine. The advance beyond
the river was effected by march route, and the ithre
armies woere pushed forward in a general curve, of wliich
the Firgt and Third armies formed the advanced points.
If the French took the offensive, the First Army would
Lave litte difficulty in holding its own in the moun-
tuinous district near Treves. The Third Army was mosé
exposed to attack, and the Second Army had to pass
through the Kaiserslautern defile, through which a French
advance might possibly take place. To guard against
these eventualities, posilions for defence were carelully
prepared in advance.
French It has been pointed out that the raiilwa,y
Concentra- system of France necessituted a primary

ton  gssemblage in two main groups at Metz and
Strassburg. Difficulties first arose about calling
up the reserves and providing for their transport and
equipment ; and the evenis of cach day of mobiliza-
tion showed the state ol insufficient preparation amd
other evils inherent in the French system. The rail-
ways were Dlocked with trains of reservists unable to
gel forward ; the regimental and corps transport was
incomplete ; horses had to be taken from the artillery
to bring forward the necessary food supples, and the
aocbual nocessaries of bread and meat were in many cases
not fortheoming. In addition to the failure of the field

Comiments
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administration, it was found that the {ortresses were in
a most defective condition. Around Metiz, the detached
forts wore neither revetted nor armed ; the depdt for
provisions had not been filled nor any arrangements
made for standing a siege. Strassburg and the minor
fortresses fared hut little beller ; armed with obsolete
weapons and deficient in men and stores, the energies of
heir Commandants were taxed to the utmost.

R the field army was pushed up to the [rontier after
the dectaration of war, the corps had to have their stafls
organized and cadres filled up in close proximity to it.
The defects of the centralized war office systerfi and the
inelasticity of the Intendance hecame at once painfully
apparent. Time did not acinit of combining the whole
army for the proposed offensive movement, and no
arrangements appear to have been made to adopt a
defensive attibude. But little was known of the German
eoncentration beyond that large masses of froops were
assembling near Maintz.

The difference hetween the two systems of concentra-
tion is strikingly apparent. Hach German army corps,
completely furnished with men, horses and equipment,
in its own district, was forwarded to the front ; an effec-
tive unit of the army of which it was to compose a part.
The French troops, on the other hand, with incomplete
trains and equipment, actually mobilized on the frontier.
The German plan of operations was adapted to meet
all emergencies, and every army corps leader was aware
of its general tenor.  No one out of the French Head
Quarter Staft was made acquainted with the scheme to
be carried out, and no regard was paid to the contin-
gencies that might possibly arise.
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At the close of July the French army was practically
under two leaders. The right wing was east of the
Vosges, uncer Marshal MacMahon ; while the left wag
superintended by the Bmperor personally at 8. Avold.
The seven corps that constituted the whole armny were
hivounacked in a very dispersed order, and echeloned
alony the whole frontier from Thionville Lo Blrassburg.
Besides these troops, there was a rescrve corps at Chilong.

On July 31 the position of the several corps was as
follows -—

gln[; Corps,  Strass,butg,  Hagucnau
‘wvalty m front 47,000
17t11 Coips, Belfort and Lyons.
2nd Corps, Forbach
3td Corps, St. Avold
Left Wing 4th Coips, Doulay, Bousonville, 128,000
Sterch,
sth Conpy, Saargemund, Bitseh.
Cuard, Metz,
Reoerve Gth Corps, Chalens. 35,000

Raght Wing
a

023 guns and 210,000 men |

None of the corps were up to their full strenglh, and
the influx of reserves raised the total ai the beginning
of August to 270,000 men.

Veiled by a thin cordon of outpost troops, the Ger-
mans formed their armies on the banks of the Rhine,
and pushed forward, strong, compact, united, to the
frontier ; while in front of them stood detached Yrench
corps, weak in men, deficient in equipment, and swayed
to and {ro by contradictory orders.

Commence. 1he commencement of August was chafr-
ment of acterized by a serics of daring reconnais-
Hostlities gynces by small bodies of Glerman cavalry,

who succeeded in finding out that the main French

anmy wag in  the mneighbourhood of St Avold,
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while there were no hodics of importance in Alsace
nearer than Haguenau. On the French side, the cavalry
were inactive, and the greatest ignorance prevailed ag
to the general situation.

Engage- . Up Lo Au.gust 2, there was no scrious

mentat fHghting on eitler side, but on that dute the

br?&‘;:e'n Bmperor Nap()lcnn, who had assumed com-
. mand, determined o make a reconnatssance
in faree towards Saarbracken, with the double object
ol clearing up the situation, and appeasing the impa-
tience of the nation, which had been long waiting for the
news of a victory.  Irom lack of preparation £his plan
was not carried oul in its entirety, but resulted in an
offensive movement of the 2nd Corps, nnder General
Frossard. As neither the First nor Second (erman
army had yet received orders to advance to the
frontier, the defence of the town was left to a few out-
post troops, who made a gallant stand, but were naturally
obliged to evacuate their position. The success was in
no way pushed, and the corps bivouacked on the heights
overlooking the town. A reconnaissance in force is
usually an unsatisfactory operation, and the military
demonstration was useless, as no further offensive move
was made or information gained, and the French forces
remained in quictude on the banks of the Saar. Lven
atb this carly stage of the operations the greatest uncer-
tainty appeared to exist at the Imperial Head Quarbers
as to the military situation, and as to whether in the
future an offensive or defensive strategy should be
adopted.

Meanwhile the First German Army was concentrated
o the south of Treves, the Second Army was pushing
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forward through the Kaiserslautern defile, while the
Third Army was massed near Landau, within a day’s
march of the {rontier.

On the French side, the loft wing was assembling near
§t. Avold, and Marshal MacMahon was on the march
to northern Algace.

German  As mo forward movement took place from
Advance to Saarbrucken, an order was issued on the-
Frontier 334 instant that the Second Army shutil
be ready to give battle, il necessary, in front of Kaisers-
lautern, and that the First Army should hold itself ready
to co-opvrate. The Third Army was at once to cross

the frontier.

The line ol demarcation between the advance of the
First Army and that of the Second was not at first clearly
marked. Owing to the large number of troops in the
Second Army, a portion of them were ordered to march
through 5. Wendel, and a consequent order was given
o the First Army to move off to its right and leave the
road following the Rhine-Nahe railway for the troops
of Prince Frederick Charles. The course pursized
savoured of extreme caution, it being evidently intended
that the armics should be in a position to give mutual
assistance in case of being attacked.

To carry out this idea it was necessary for the First
Army to temporarily halt to allow the Second Army to
come up into line. (lencral Steinmetz, however, some-
what exceeded his instructions, and not only moved to
his right, but also pushed towards the frontier. As a
result the advance guards of the two armics simultan-
eously moved on Saarbrucken and eame in conflict with
the corps of Frossard on the 6th instant.
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The Third Army had the azduous tagk of passing over
the mountain roads of the lower Vosges, and would
eventually have to force the defiles of the main range.
With Paris as an ohjective, it had evidently the longest
distance to traverse, and the most difficult country to
geh over. To allow sullicient time for this work, the
forces of the Crown Prince, without waiting for their

\LQius, were put in motion on August 4, and marched
to the Lauter.

) In advanemg northwards, Marshal Mae-

Invasion , e

of Alsace Mahon had pushed forward two divigions

under (lenerals Ducrot and Douay o cover

the ultimate concentration of the Ist and Tth

Corps.  On Aungust 4 the French troops wore thus

hisposed :(—

2nd Thivision (Donay) Wessenburg.
qut Divwstan (Duerot) On the march close to
1-t Corps Lembach
li&ld Diviswon (Raoulty Retchshoften
46l Divivion {Lartizue) Haguenau,
mth O L Dhviwon Colmar
¥R Lorps } Cavaley Dhrvidions Sulz and Diumath

The Third Army, consisting of 129 battalions, 102
squacdrons, and $0 batteries, marched on a broad fronti
10 cross the frontier between Weissenburg and Lanter-
burg. The 4th Bavarian division, with flanking parties
on its right, formed the advanced gnard on the road to
Weissenbhurg, and was followed by the rest of the Bavar-
ians, The V and XI Corps, preceded by advanced
auards, marched through the Bienwald, more to the
eastward, while the combined Wurtemberg and Baden
divigions, under Werder, moved on the left flank to
Lauterbuxg.
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General Douay, with s weal division of

Combat at . . .
Weissen- infantry and a cavalry brigade, had arrived
A burg, ot Weigsenburg on the evening of August 3,

ugust 4 . .y .
and taking up a position on the heights
gouth of the town detached two battalions for the defence
of the old fortress. The guns of the Bavarian advaneed
guard surprised the French in their bivouacs by shelling
the town shortly after cight o’clock. But little effect,
however, was produced until the heads of the columiis
of the V and X1 Corps appeared on the scene some
three hours later. The town was speedily stormed and
the positien on the hills carried by an enveloping attack
of overwhelming numbers. After a most gallant resist-
ance, Douay himself was lalled, and the main hody of
the T'rench succeeded in making good their retreat to

the neighbourhood ol Woerth.

The baneful effect of the undue lissernina-
tion of forces is here painfully exemplified.
To allow a weak division of the 1st Corps Lo be crushed
by the whole Third German Army was undoubtedly a
mistake: If the German forces were making an inroad
into Alsace, it was clear that 5,000 men could not stop
them ; if, on the other hand, the French troops were
merely an outpost force, their #6le should have been
more clearly pointed out to them. Marshal Machakon
pleads that the divisions were under the command of
Ducrot, and that his orders were cspecially to gnard
the mountain road over the Col du Pigeonnier, on the
left of the posilion taken up, so that the troops couid
retire with ease on the 1st division at Lembach., General
Ducrot, on the other hand, states that Douay exceeded
his instructions and that the occupation of Weissenburg

Comments
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wag unnecessaty. 1t appears undoubted that the
Marshal received notice of the impending attack on the
night of August 3, that he was informed of the situation
by telegraph on the 4th, and that as early as 10.30 that,
morning he informed Douay of his mtention of coming
to Wewsgenburg himself. General Ducrot undoubtedly
suggested the protection of the p1 ovision slores at Weis-
senburg, and the details of the occupation were known

\aﬁﬂ approved of by the Marshal Tt seems clear that
the French were nol prepared {for more than a reconnalg-
gance in force, and that Dounay cannot be blamed for
the disaster that occurred, The ontire alsence of
reconnoitring precautions is noticeable as showing the
delective training of the French cavalry, while the fact
that all touch of the retiring enemy was lost does not
conduce to the credit ol the mounted troops of the
victors.
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CHAPTER 11T
‘WorrTH

Coneenhiation of French—Advanece of [T Aimy—Occupabion of
Posttron at Wourth— Reconnat sance by Germams—Atsak of
Advameed Cuads—Position ot Noon—Advance of V Cotpo—
Advance of NI Coips—Counfer Atachs—Capture of the
Niederwald—Captuts of  Hoschwille—The Retieat ~Cowm-
ments

m v 3 3 ng 3 A
Concentia. L1D invasion of Alb.a‘,oe by the Third ‘\tlmy,
tion of aud the prosence of strong Cerman forces
French  1o1h of Saavhrucken, made it imposaible for
the Irench to carry out their original plan of operations.

It was clearly impossible for the Einperor fo advance

the left wing of his army through the Vosges, with two

German armies on his flank. A concentration of all the

available forces behind the mountains was the hest

course to pursue, but, owing to the scattered disposition
of the corps, it would require some days to carry it out.

Moreover, the retirement westward of the tight wing

would necessitate the abandomment of Alsace—a course

likely to be received with little favour by the turbulent
spirits in the capital. The command of MacMahon was

Increased by the addition of the 5th Corps, and orders

were given for a concentration at Woerth on the cusbern

slopes of the Vosges. The passes through the mountains
would thus be covered, and an opportunity aflorded of
as
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taking the offensive against the German flank if the
Third Army were to pursue a southerly course.
1t was apparently the intenlion of the Marshal to take
the offensive on August 7, and the troops were formed
up near Woerth, and bivouacked in suitable formations.
On the morning of the 6th the whole of the 1st Corps
and one division of the 7th were assembled on the
“heights overlooking the Sauer, but of the 5th Corps one
division only had started from Bitsch.
On the evening of Augusl 4 all contact
‘II\?I“X;’S]}?{ with the enemy was lost, and the next day
‘ the Third Army, preceded by cavalry, ad-
vanced by diverging roads in the directions of Reich-
shoffen and ITaguenau, and prepared to give battle
cither to the west or to the south. To carry out this
idea, the

ITI Bavarian Corps moved on the Bilsch
road to TLembach facing westward.
V Corps to Preuschdorf
XI Corps to Sulz m direction of Hague-
nau, Werder’s Cotps on its lefb } {acing south.
I Bavarian Corps inreserve.

1t became evident, on the evening of the 5th, that the
French were in force near Woerth, and arrangements
were made to support the V Corps, which was nearest
to the enemy’s position. The XI and Werder’s Corps
were moved up on its left, while the I Bavarian Corps
closed up in rear.

The IT Bavarian Corps, which was on the right, was
to remain gtationary unless the V Corps was altacked ;
in which case it was to move a division to its assistance.
Neither the Clerman nor French leaders contemplated
or wished for a collision before the following day.
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. The Trench force occupied the high ground

0?'3;:51;?&;’1“ on the right bank of the Saucr, from Frosch-

willer to near Tberbach. The left wing was

al first refused, resting on the Grogswald, but was alter-
wards pushed forward to Neuweiler,

Three divisions of the 1st Corps were in front line with
one in reserve. A division of the 7th Covrps was near
Eberbach, in rear of the right, and a division of the Gih
Corps wag on the way to the field from Bitsch, Michel’s
cavalry brigade was posted behind the right flank, while
two other brigades were on open ground in rear of the
centre. ~The artillery was dispersed along the line,
which had been slightly strengthened by the construction
of two small earthworks and a shelter trench.

Reconnais-  Aboub 7 a.m. on August 6 an attack was
sance by made on the bridge at Woerth by an oulpost

Germans  f5r06 of the V Corps, which had the effect
of drawing fire from the French artillery, and revealing
the fact that the enemy was in force.

Hearing the firing, the 4th Bavarian division, in
accordance with the tenor of its orders, moved forward
through TLangensulzbach, and succeeded, with little
difficully, in gaining the boundary of the wood that
faced the IPrench left. Checked by the fire from the
main position, they were unable to advance, and, owing
to a misconeeived verbal order, retired out of action at
11 am.

The noise of the firing on their right bad, however,
started the V Corps in an action against the Wrench
centre, and the whole of their artillery formed line on
the opposite heights in conjunction with the batteries
of the advanced guard of the XI Corps further south.
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Covered by the fire of their massed artillery (108 guns),
two simultaneous infantry attacks were ordered.

Attack of 1 D¢ advanced gua.rd brigade of the V

Advanced Corps was sent aganst Woerth. Crossing

Guards  yho river hy wading, and using extemporized
bridges, they succeeded in gaining some distance up the
heighis, but were driven hack to the village of Woerth
~and the [MTaguenau road.

The infantry of the X1 Corps advanced gnard crossed
the Sauer at Spachbach and advanced into the Nieder-
wald, but were driven back in confusion across the
iver. -

At mid-day a portion of three corps had
been engaged with little success. The in-
structions of the (rown Prince to break off
the action, which hadin the first instance heen delivered
{o the V Corps, had been forwarded to the Bavarian
division and caused their premature withdrawal from
the field. On accountof the disastrous moral cfiect of
retiring the troops across the Sauer, and in consideration
of the French guns being parlially silenced, General v.
Kirchbach decided that the action must continue. He
sent requests to the corps on his flanks to co-operate,
and 1eporbed the state ol affairs to the Crown Prince,
who endorsed his action and issued orders to ensure more
unity in the hitherto desultory combat.

The pasition of the troops across the Sauer

A%"é‘gggs"f was crilical 3 they were accordingly rein-
forced, first by one and then by a second

division of the V Corps. (‘overed by skirmishers, the
company colmmns pushed vigorously up the heights,
and alter very heavy losses succeeded in gaining the

Position
at Noon
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edge of the plateau: a posilion they were unable to
advance from, and held with difficulty. Ag the fire of
the gung was now masked, seven batteries were sent
across the stream at Woerth with orders to come into
aclion as soon as the advance of the [lanking corpy
permitted.
The XTI Corps having arrived at Gunstett
A}%‘I’aggfpzf at noon, orders were given to the leading
division to advance against the right flank of
the French position.

Five battalions crossed the Sauer at Spachbach, drove
the Frernch skirmishers back into the Niederwald, and
gained its northern edge, where the advance was bronght
to a standstill by the heavy fire from a copse beyond it.

Five and a quarter battalions advanced from ihe
Briich Mill towards Tberbach, and succeeded in turning
the defenders ont of the Albrechtshanserhof. Six and
a quarter battalions moved from Gunstett over open
ground under heavy artillery fire, and captured Mors-
bronn, which was weakly held, at the first rush.

By 1 p.m. the troops of the XI Corps had succeeded
in their three unconnected attaclks, and a wheel to the
right was necessary to gain complete possession of the
Niederwald and outflank the main position,

As the flanking detachment advanced
northwards from Morsbronn they were
charged by Michel’s cavalry brigade. The
ground had not heen reconnoitred, and heing extremely
unfavourable for mounted lroops, the squadrons were
nearly annihilated by the fire of the infantry, who re-
ceived the attaclk in the formations in which they stood.

At about the same time strong hodies of French

Counter-
attacks
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miantry drove back the occupants of the Albrechts-
haugerhof, but were checked by the fire of the artillery
on the Gunstett hill. Reinforced by fresh battalions, the
Germans again advanced and captured the buildings,
and in conjunction with the Morsbronn group forced the
French to abandon the southern edge of the Niederwald
and the village of Bherbach.

Capture of  Lhe German infantry of the XT Corps had
the Nie- now all crossed the Sauer, and proceeded to
derwald  g,hi, its way step by step through the cxten-

give wood till it gained the northern edge, which was
effectually played on by the French artillery. The
horder was for a time lost by a counter-attack, bhut soon
regained.

Tight batteries of corps artillery were now brought
up in support and Elsasshausen set in flames. A general
advance was ordered, and the village stormed by a con-
verging advance of the infantry of the XI Corps and
those of the V Corps, with which now connection was
established.

The French were now retreating in all

El‘t’;ncif; " quarlers of the field. A respite for ihe fugi-

tives was necessary and time had to be gained.
While a rear guard was being formed, some 1,500 Turkos
in gingle line charged the wearied and disordered in-
fantry, and the Germans, unable to withstand the charge,
fled to the Niederwald. The flanking fire of artillery
and fresh infantry brought the counter-attack to a
gtand, and a final but ineffective effort was made to
check the assailant by the advance of eight batteries to
short range followed by the charge of Bonnemain’s
Cuirassiers,
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Capture of BY 3 Qm the‘ XI and v COI‘pS }la,d 811e-
Frosch- ceeded in driving in the right wing and
willer  {oreing hack the French troops to their last

stronghold. Seven batteries of the V Corps came into
position on the platean while the Bavarians were ad-
vancing on the right. The arrival of a Wurtemberg
brigade on the left, and fresh Bavarian troops on the
right gave an impulse to Uhe attack, and the whole German
force pressed forward in a gradually narrowing ring to
Frogchwiller, where a short and desperale resislance
terminated the batile.

»  The retreat of the heaten troops was con-

R;E?:at ducted in great disorder towards Reich-

shoffen and Niederbronn, At the Talken-
stein stream in rear of the position some of De Failly’s
troops made a brief stand, hut the disorganization of
the defeated army was so greab that it proved of little
service and the bulk of the fugitives fled unhaltingly to-
wards Saverne and Luneville.

Owing to the fact that the battle took place before the
troops on either side were in position, the actual numbers
engaged were proportionaiely small. The French oceu-
pied the position with 32,000 infantry, 4,850 cavalry,
107 field guns and 24 mitraillouses. The number of
(ermans actually engaged were 71,000 inlantry, 4,280
cavalry and 231 guns. The victory of the Third Army
cost them 481 officers and 10,000 men, while the Prench
losges in killed and wounded may be estimated at about
8,000,

The position at Woerth, though strong, had
many defects. The heights, rising steeply
from the valley and covered for the most part by vine-

Comments
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yards and gardens, commanded by fire the open slopes
of the opposite range of hills and the low lying meadows
of the wvalley. Though the Germans sufiered Irom an
exposed advance, the very openness of the ground en-
abled them to gain a great initial advantage by massing
their artillery.  The very steepness of the eastern slope
was again in favour of the assailants, who were at many
pointa covered from fire, winle the artillery played aver
their heads. The extensive woods on the lelt flank
favonred the unscen advance of the attack, while the
unoceupied low-lying ground near Morshronn lay open
for an enveloping movement -

The Niederwald was a source of weakness, as its
interior defence was neglected, and, when once gained, it
gerved as a receplacle in which the XI Corps could
collect until strong enough to emerge from the northern
side. The main line of defence was on the plateau, but
the brunt of the fighting appears to have been done in
front of the position, and when 1ts neighbourhood was
reached the moral effect of o defeat had already been
felt. From the lie of the ground, it is evident that no
counter-stroke in force was possible as long as the
assailants’ artillery was in action.

On the German side three army corps became engaged
without any unity of action and without sufficient force
to produce an adequate result. To extricate the com-
promised troops the Third Army had to fight an unpre-
meditated battle. An instance, on the other hand, is
afforded of the sellrcliance in taking responsibility
which is characteristio ol the German generals in this
war. Ab the time the XT Corps was hardly prossed
at Rlsasshausen, the Wurtemberg general, regardless
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of his orders to march on Reichshoften, hurried to the
threatened points, and his opportune assistance was of
great value. A consideration of the losses shows that
the brunt of the fighting Tell to the share of the V and
XI Corps. Of these, one was severcly compromised
frony the first, and had to call up its last reserves. That
the isolated action of the three groups in which the XT
Clorps mainly fought was not more severely punished is
a matter {or surprise. The formation of infantry in o
battle in which the opponenls were armed with breech-
loading weapons is worthy of note. The tenor of the
Prussianeregulations, tempered by a license permitted
on account of the experience ol 1866, was to the cffect
that the firet line should be composed of company
columns with their skirmishers, and that the snpports
ghould be in hattalion ot half-battalion columns. Now
in the attack of the V Corps there was no attempt to
work in larger bodies than company columns, and those
in front line were completely dissolved into skirmishers.
The XI Corps, on the other hand, in closed formations
of company and hall-battalion columns, succeeded in
crossing the open ground east of Morshronn, though
exposed to artillery five.

The massed artillery of the Germans had little diffi-
culty in putting out of action the isolated groups of
French batteries ; but the advance of artillery to close
quarters took place when the enemy was virtually
bealen. The possibility of guns firing over the heads
of their own troops and thuy facilitating an otherwise
impossible advance is strikingly exemplified.

Charges of cavalty against unbroken infantry have
once more heen proved to be ineflective, and the nhsence
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from the field of the bulk of the German cavalry shows
that they had yet to learn the lessons they subsequently
so brilliantly displayed.

Suddenly given command of an army dispersed along
the fronticr line from Bitsch to Strasshurg, with an
cnemy of threefold strength in the immediate proximity,
the position of MacMahon was certainly unenviable.
Txception may, however, be taken to his stand ab
Waoerth, which was go far forward and close to the enemy
that time did not admit of the concentration of adequate
forces cither for offensive or delensive operations. For
an inlerior foice Lo offer hattle in a position difficult to
retreat from cannot hut lead to disaster ; and to defend
the passes of the Vosges when they were practically
turned by the First and Second German Armies seems
injudicious  If from political causes it was neccssary
to fight east of the Vosges, it would appear that the
retention of Strassburg as a base would give the oppor-
tunity of striking an offensive blow on the flank of an
enemy attempting to cross the mountains, and at the
same time secure a better defensive position and a safer
retreat. It has also heen suggested that a battle might
have been offered behind the Moder, south of the Hague-
nau forest, and thus cover the Strassburg-Nancy railroad
and avoid the risk of severance from the Army of the
Rhine.

The non-appearance of de Failly’s corps on the field
has been the subject of much commens, arising, as it
did, from coniradictory orders {rom the head quarters of
each wing of the army. Although the defeated froops
were much disorganized, it seems scarcely necessary for
them to retreat so far or by such a circuitous route. A
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better course would have boen to endeavour to gain the
neighbourhood of Metz by the left banl of the Moselle,
and join the forces of Bazaine, or retreat southward to-
ward Bellort. 1n the one case the union of the French
army would be eflccted ; in the other, the presence of a
lormidable body of regular troops in the south would
compel a division of the German forces, and arrest, at
all events temporarily, the general advance.

The great superiority in numbers of the German forces
enabled them not only {o aflack in [ront but to envelop
the position on both flanks. The premature attack of
the V @orps has been justified on the giound that it
was thought necessary to hold lthe cnemy in position
until the fanks were turned. More recent information
has made it clear that the French were not prepared to
retreat, and that viclory could have been attained with
far less loss if the infantry of the V Corps had not been
sent forward until the enveloping movement of the XI
and Bavarian Corps had begun to take place.
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Tiench Pogitions—Advance of German Aimie,—Spicheren Position
~Attack of 27th Brigade—Position at 2 30 p.n.—The DBattle
2.30 to 330 p.m.—The Battle 330 to 5 p m.—TLeft Attack
5 to & pm.—Right Attack 5 to 7.30 p.m.—The Reticat—
Comments—Comments on the Oponing of the Campaign.

Earvy in August the French ead Quarters

Pig?ggﬁs became aware of the presence of the Iirst and
Second Cerman Armies in the vicinity of

the frontier. A good deal of atiention wasalso directed
to a demonstration in the Black Forest near Strassburg.
After the result of the action at Weissenburg was known,
the Emperor seemed inclined to leave a strong garrison
in Strassburg and assemble his available forces behind
the Vosges. The optimist views of MacMahon, however,
prevailed, and an order was given dividing the army into
two raain groups under the command of MacMahon and
Bazaine, while the Emperor retained conirol of the
(uards and the Reserve. A division of the 3rd Corps
was to relieve, at Saargemund, the 5th, which was to
concentrate at Bitsch., Frossard was near Saarbrucken,
while the remainder ol the western corps of the French
army were in the vicinity of 8t. Avold. Part of the
7th Corps was deteined near Strassburg, owing ta the
demonstration made by the enemy on the opposite side

$8 B
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of the river. Tven at this carly stage in the operations
the movements of the French troops were dependent on
those of their adversaries, and orders and counter-orders
of little consequence made but slight difference in their
dispostilons.

Advance of 11 the meuntime the First and Second
German (ferman Armics advanced to the fronbicr,
Armies  7)6 Second Army had steadily pushed for-

ward through the defiles of the Hardt, and was forming

up in front of the lorest belt of Kaiserslautern, with the
11T Corps in front line.  The First Army, already assem-
bled, had been ordered to clear the Neunkifchen-St.

Wendel road, and was thus shifted somewhat to the

front. 1t was the tention of the Head Quarter Staft

to delay the advance across the frontier until the passage
of the Vosges was secured by the Third Army. But the
reports brought in by cavalry of the French retirement
led to the advance guards of the leading divisions of the
two armies being hurried forward to the Saarbrncken
bridge. Theimpetuous disposition of General Steinmetz
induced him to eross over the line of march of the Second
Army, and his leading troops, on amiving ab the Saar-
brocken drill-ground, received their baptism of fire from
the guns on the Spicheren position. In the soldiery’
battle that ensued there was no lack of troops, but the
detachments from both armies arrived after each other
by unprescribed roubes, and at different hours.
) On the evening of August 5, (eneral
Spicheren yri5sard had retired from Saarbrucken on a
strong entrenched position on the Spicheren
heights, From the centre projected the steep spur of the
Llother Berg, wlnle the steep slopes on cither side wese
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densely wooded. The valley on the left, through which
1an the main road and railway to Torhach, was blockerd
by the massive buildings of Steiring-Wendel and its
wonworks, which were well adapted for defence.

Ay the van of the advanced guard of the 14tk Division
reached the drill-ground the shells fell fast, and its
hattery came 1nlo action. On the Rother Derg and the
platean beyond weie visible some infantry and guns, as
well as small bodies of troops in the Forhach valley.
The highest estimate of the Prussian scouls was 7,000
men and eight guns ; and nothing betolkened the pre-
sence of & powerful French army corps with its fifteen
hatleries. Convinced that the enemy was m 1etreat,
and bhat only a 1ear-guard was in front of him, General
Kamecke decided to attack, and bringing his four bat-
tertes into action on the Ligh ground south of Saar-
brucken, couverged thewr fire on the Rother Berg.

Attack About noon the 27th Brigade of wvon

of 27th  Frangoismovedaver the open ground lowards

Brigade  {he two flanks of the spur, two battalions
being allotted to each attack, and two battalions being
kept in reserve.

The left attack, by a long détour, escaped somewhat
the fire from the Rother Berg,and eventually gained the
foot of the heights. Strenuously climbing the slopes of
the Giffert and Stift woods, the leading companies reached
the southern edge. Here all advance was stopped by a
heavy fire of infantry and artillery, and a subscquent
abitack [orced back the Fusiliers to the crest in the interior
of the wood, where with great difficulty a stand was
maintained,

The battalions assigned to the right sltack were soon
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engaged in a severe contest for the Steiring copse. The
guperior strength of the enemy manifested itself in violent
counter-attacks, supported by an artillery fire from
Steiring and the Spicheren heights
While the right and left attacks were holding their own
with difficulty, von Kamecke, al about one o’clock,
ordered the two reserve hattalions to assault the Rother
Berg in front. To support the attack, three batteries
were advanced to the Galgenberg, and concentrated their
fire on the defenders of the spur.  As the brigade, in line
of company columns, descended the southern slope of
the Reppertsberg, they were met with a hall ol fire.
Appeals for help from the Steiring copse led to a diversion
of three companies, and over the abgolutely open ground
the remaining five companies, despite the rapid thinning
of their ranks, finally gained the shelter of the bank at
the foot of the Rother Berg. An advance for a mile
under the fire of 800 infantry and six guns seems almost
incredible, and is a testimony as much to the accuracy
of the Prussian artillery as to the indiflerent and uncon-
trolled musketry of the French.
. The position of affairs at 2.30 p.m. was
P;’f;g%’_‘nit bricfly as follows :—On the right, nine Prussian
companies on & front of 1,400 yards, in Steir-
ing copse and nearit, were deployed without rescrves in
front of & force of double its steength. Oun the left, the
troops attacking the Rother Berg and Giffert wood, some
3,000 strong without any supports, were in presence ol
three times their numberg.
The whole of the 27th Brigade was in fighting line, and
at the merey of a counter-attack by overwhelming
numbers. General Frossard, under the impregsion that
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the three French divisions were being forwarded to him,
remained on the defensive.

Meanwhile, the 28th Prussian Brigade was being pushed
forward in support of the troops at Steiring,and the van-
guards of the VIITand I1I Army Corps were approach-
ing Saarbrucken. The 13th Division, which had crossed
ihe Saar at Volkingen, was pushing through the Saarbru-
clken forest towards Forbach, and 35,000 infantry with
sixty-six guns were in {ull march to the field of battle.

The Battle  SRorly afler 2.20 a strong local aliack wan
z.30te  made on the two battalions in the Giffert

330 P ™ wood, and resulted in one of Lhem being
driven down the slopes and across the valley back to
the Winterberg., Tle remaining companies were in sore
straits when relief was unexpectedly afforded Dy the
storming of the Rother Berg by the companics that lay
atits foot. Never dreading a frontal attack, the French
Chasseurs had withdrawn to their trenches, and kept no
look out over the precipitous slope. Reinforced by a
company from across the valley, the Prussians pushed
slowly but persistently up the slope, and completely sur-
prised the defendiny forces in their trenches on the crest.
The Trench soon recovered from their panie, and asudden
and strong counter-atlack made further advance impos-
sible. By the side of their dying leader, von Frangois,
the five Prussian companies held fast to the trenches so
gallantly won, unahle either to advance or vetire.

On the other flank, the reinforcement by the 23th
Brigade secured the complete occupation of the Steir-
ing copse and the southern edge of the Saarhrucken
[orest.

The 14th Division was now extended over a front of
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three and a half miles. Its left wing had been re-
pulsed, and on the right it was hard pressed by superior
forces.

A new impulse to the hattle was now given
by the arrival ab Saarbrucken ol the artillery
and infantry ol the TTT and VIII Corps.
The hattalions of the Ath Division arrived by rail at half-
houriniervals, and 1o this wag mainly due the manner in
which the fight was fed. A regiment atl fivst tried to
gain the castern flank of the Giffert wood, while battalion
following battalion worked forward over the open against,
the Rother Berg and the woods on its right fank. To
support the 1,800 men who had gained a [ooting on the
Spicheren heights, some 8,000 troops advanced, and
after a hot fight secured the edge of the Rother Berg
and the north-west corner of the Giffert forest. The
ridge in the centre of the wood was now held in
strong foree ; but attempts to advance further were
frustrated.

Duwring these hours the edge of the Steiring wood
had been lost and regained, and at five o’clock 6,000
men, in very extended formation and worn out with their
protracted fire fight, encompassed the French stronghold
at Steiring-Wendel.

With the advent of fresh troops, aided by the massed
artillery on the Galgenberg, the original plan of attacking
the Rother Berg from the west was again resorted to, and
resulted in the capture by infaniry of the buildings of
the (ustom Honge and Golden Bremm in the valley at
the Toot of the heights.

Greneral Frossard now withdrew a brigade from his
right to support the troops ab Steiring-Wendel, and as a

S

3.30 to
5 o’clack
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result the opposing forces in the Giffert wood were nearly
equal in numbers. On the western flank the Prussians
were outnumbered by two to one, and several of the
Trench battalions had not been engaged.
In the Giffert wood, the front of Dbattle
Left attack e |
5 to 7 p.m, swayed backwards and forwards as {resh
troops came up on either side, and eventually
the intermingled companies ol the Prussiang gained the
southern border, with the exceplion of the south-west
corner. The troops on the Rother Berg were unable to
advance, but their position was made more secure by
the charge of a fresh hattalion of (irenadiers, from the
Clolden Bremm, across their front, which resulted in
turning the French out of the adjacent corner of the
Giffert wood. The Prussians had now won the northern
crest of the plateau and the homestends in the centre,
but in front of them lay a still stronger line of defence on
the Spicheren ridge.

Alter six o’clock a futile attempt to mount the Rother
Berg was made by a cavalry regiment, but the artillery
that followed them was more successful. A single gun
was firsl dragged up to the crest, and was eventually
fallowed by the remsaining picces of two babteries,

Meanwhile the Prussian artillery had advanced to the
Tolster heights and a formidable attack of some seven
batialions was being pushed with success from the home-
steads against the centre of the French line on the
Spicheren-Forbach heights, As darkness was beginning
to fall, the French, leaving their trenches, niade a
general advance along the platean, but, unable to gain
ground, fell suddenly back under cover of the fire of
their massed artillery in rear.
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On the French leflt the aspect of affairs was
somewhat different. The arrival of fregh
troops gave the defending force an over-
whelming superiority, and by a vigorous forward move-
ment the weakly-held Prussian line was driven rapidly
back. Eventually the whole of the Steiring copse was
retaken : and it is not too much to say that a vigorous
further effort would have led to a TFrench vietory.
Shortly afier scven o’clock, however, the atlacking force
retired, and the Prossiang were enabled to take up their
former advanced position before Steiring., Intelligence
had reached Frossard, about seven o’clock, that hostile
troops (the advance of the 13th Division) were on the
Volkingen-Forbach road, and in consequence of his
rebreat being threatened a retrograde movement was
inevitable.

Right attack
5 t0 7.30

The retirement of the 2nd Corpg was con-
R;,rt‘::at ducted in fairly good order on Saargemund,
as the road westward towards 8t. Avold was
commanded by the fire of the enemy. The material
gains of the vicbors could not compare with the rich
trophies of the Third Army at Woerth. But the moral
efiect of the gimultaneous defeat in Alsace and V.orraine
affected both the troops and the nation. Resistance was
for the moment renounced, and in the course of a week
the whole land as far as the Mogelle fell into German
hands, Against the corps of Frossard had been led
portions of threo army corps and lwo cavalry divigions
which formed the advance troops of the Firgt and Second
German Armies.
The numbers actually engaged were :-—French, 23,679
infantry, 72 guns and 1% mitrailleuges. Prussiana,
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26,494 infantry and 66 guns. The percentage of loss
was equal on both sides.

The action of General von Kamecke in
attacking with very inferior forces a strongly
held posttion 18 defended on the ground that it was
thought the French were merely a rear-guard covering
a retirement, and thab it was desirable to bring them to
hay. The successive arrival of reinforcements un-
doubtedly extricated him from the critical position in
which an over-confident attack had placed lhim, and
eventual success justified his aection. On the other
hand, it"'may be urged that it was solely the inaction on
the French side that saved him. The idea supgested in
the official account, that the risk was justfiable, is
doubtful. If it were a mere question ol checking a
retreating enemy, a determined attack on the left flank
would have equally efiected the purpose, as behind it
lay the line of retreat,and an attack through the Steiring
and Forbach woods would not only be safer, but would
be supported hy the advancing 13th Division. It may
he fairly questioned, however, if the altack wag advis-
able. The main idea permoating the plans of Multke
was by combinalion to overwhelm, with superior lorce,
any tesigtance thal would he encountered. In spite of
the defeat at Woerth, it was probable that the T'rench
army, if given time, would have concentrated in a posi-
tion eastward of the MosrHe for the purpose of offering
s general action. To meet the united Freneh army
would have been more suitable to the (ferman plan of
campaign than the attack, even though snceessful, of
an isolated corps. The manner in which the Gernian
troops hurried to the sound of the firing is worthy of

Comrmnents
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note, and also the remarkable fact that the constantg
change in supreme command during the engagement
caused no friction, During the hatile, three divisions
under Marshal Bazaine were within ten miles of the
field, and rendered no agsistance. In exculpating him-
gelf, the Marshal states that Saarlouis and Saargemund
wore threatened, and that it was inexpedient 1o weaken
the corps in their vicinity. To this it may be answered,
that proper rcconnaissance should have revealed the
fact that the threatened attacks were qguite visionary.
Again, he stales that some troops were sent Lowards the
battlefield, but that they were not called up by frossard.
The adoption of such an argument reveals the fact thab
there was a great lack ol initiative n the French army ;
that the troops did not march to the sound of the firing ;
and that Bazaine was hampered in his decisions by the
anomalous nature of his command in reference to the
Tmperor’s Head Quarters.

An absolute want of energy was perhaps the most
conspicuous failing of the French generals in 1870,
whilst on the Gterman side its existenee was almost super-
abundant. At no single point did the Prussians show
themselves superior in courage or hardihood to their
opponents. The nature of the country, the position of
the enemy, and the cireunsgtances under which the battle
was conducted were all unfavourable to the assailant.
But it is not surprising that the vigonr in attack and
tenacity in defence of the ¥French soldier should become
relaxed when he saw his leaders acting on divergent
principles and failing to render each other loyal support.
The Prussian generals had been taught the way to victory,
but in this soldiers’ battle the success was due to the
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tactical skill of the regimental officers and the high
discipline and training of the German soldier,
Comments A.stmtegic deployment, should be based
on Open- on either an offensive or a delensive policy ;
Caig%ﬂ?;n hut whatever course is adopted the coniin-
gency must be laced that the mensures taken
by the enemy may cause a change of attitude. Aware
ol the preponderating strength of the forces of the North
(terman Confederation, the French mperor had deter-
mined to halance his inferiority of numbers by a rapid
forward movement combined with a naval descent on
the Baltic provinces. The Glermans, on the other hand,
relying on their superior organization, were not disposer
to surrender the manifold advantages of the initiative.

An active offensive was the mainspring of von Moltke’s
plan of campaign ; but the strategic deployment of the
forces was nearly as favourable for defence as for attaclk,
The arrest of rail transport at the Rhine was a pre-
caulionary measure against any sudden crossing of the
river, while the contingency of being attacked in the
Palatinate during concenfration was provided for by
gelecting positions favourable for defence and arranging
for mutual support. When once assembled the com-
bined armies were on interior lines to the two groups of
the French forces, and could act againgk either or both
simultaneously.

The projected coneentration of the French forees on
the frontier was effeclive for a forward movement, but
qutte unsuitable to o defensive attitude.  An army but
partially mobilized and esjuipped is not in a position to
carry out an attack, and the time necessary Lo make it
an effective instrument was not lorthcoming. In all
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strategie deployment time is a factor of essential import-
ance, and the transport of national armies by rail limits
the possibility of concentration to an area of country
well served by a railway system.

The first Napoleon, with rapid marches, effected hy
surprise a deployment in a localty or space that gave
lim a strategic adlvantage over his enemy. The leader
of a modern national army uses his mobilization and rail
transport, to gain an area which circumstances clearly
indicate, and trusls Lo a superiority in organized effort
to gain zime over his adversary. The main object of
strategy is to obtain a superiority of number¥ at the
deeisive point ; but in the modern contest of civilized
nations the primary success due to deployment is oh-
tained more hy the organized efforts of peace than by
the genius for war.

The advance of an army on both sides of a mountain
range is, to a certain extent, dangerous, as one portion
of the force lays itsell open lo defeat helore succour can
reach it In the case of ihe German invasion, illie
division of the armies was rendered necessary on account
of their hnge size. The danger was at the same time
minimized by the forces on both sides of the Vosges
being superior in numbers Lo any combinations of troops
that could be massed against them under the defective
Vrench system of mobilization. Moreover, an attack on
the Third Army, if based on Strassburg, could only be
in inferior foree, while if based on Melz, it would be
threatened in flank and rear by the formidahle numbers
of the other two Gevman armies.

At the same time, the care taken in arranging whera
the divided army should make its stand, i attaclked,
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shows thai the possible danger of isolation was fore-
seen.

The rapid transfer of troops from one zone of opera-
tions to another, so as to beat isolated armies in detail—
a course s0 brilliantly carried out by Napoleon in 1814—
is very diflicult when large masses of men have to be
moved. The existence of the telegraph, moveover,
facilitates the division of armies, enables reserves to he
forwarded, and ensures the joint action of forces beyound
the immediate field of hostilities. Though temporarily
obliged to concentrate in separate groups, the main lines
of the German advance were not more than two days’
march apart; and, as will alterwards be seen, a policy
of excessive caution was generally pursned in always
arranging the march routes so as to afford mutual
support.

It is interesting to note the system of comunand that
obtained in the German armies. The instructions given
by ihe Royal Head Quarters werc of a simple general
character and did not extend beyond the immediate
situation. Tt was found desirable, on critical oceasions,
to conirol the movements of the larger units by definile
orders, however much such an arrangement might pro-
visionally limit the independence of army commanders.
At the same time the key of the (erman system was
decentrulazation, and considerable discretion was allowed
as to details. The advantage of allowing a large
initiative 1s undoubted ; but, as at Hpicheren and
Woerth, subordinate leaders are apt, by their action, to
destroy the symmetry of the main strategical plan,
Where initiative is discouraged, on the obher hand, a
leader like Frossard may be confronted by circumstances
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which demand ingtant resolution, and may have no time
in which to ask for orders.

To preserve the necessary balance between power,
respongibility and ficedom of action is a matler of no
little difficulty. An army in modern times is a more
coniplex machine than those wielded by Wellington
and Napoleon,and its component patls must be arranged
o as to work together under the hnpulse of leaders of
average ability.

('auses which have been alluded 1o interfered with the
carrying out of the French offeusive movement. Whether
it would have been advantageous to partially cacky it ot
is dubious. 1t has been suggested that at least 60,000
men might, in July, have been pushed forward to Maxau,
Such a movement would have undoubtedly checked the
(Yerman advance across the Rhine, and even if it was
followed by a retrogiade movement, time would have
been gained—a factor which would be of greal value to
the French administration A rapid offence would be
congenial to the French spirit, but to avert being over-
whelmed by a numerically superior enemy required more
able generalship than the Imperial army at the time
possessed.  The action of von Moltke in"not following
up the success at Spicheren has been severely criticised.
Tt is stated that a pursuit would have interfered with the
plan of operations, and that it was the safest counrse to
delay, and wait until the Third Army had [uifilled its
task of crossing the Vosges.

1 such an argument is admitted, it is obvious that the
battle should not bave been fought, and that those who
brought it on are deserving of censwre. If a slow,
mebhodical advance was the essence of the German
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plan, a basty advance-guard action with small forces
only led to an unnecessary expenditure of human lhife,
Iad the corps of Frossard not been attacked, the con-
centrated French army would probably have given
battle, and an attack by the combined German forces
might have terminated the war at an early date.
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CIIAPTER V
Borny—CoLOMEEY

I'he Treneh Retreab—The Cetman Advauce—Plans for (‘ontine
genoits—0Operations before Boiny—DBattle of Loiny —Coro-

mentd
Arrier their defeats on August 6, the
French e md T . ) - L0
Retreat  Peaten armies relired in a westerly direclion

in two large masses. Tho greater portion of
one of these hodies consisted of the troops routed at
Woerth, whose retirement was compulsory, and attended
with disaster. The left wing, on the other hand, was
composed of the main Imperial army, only one of whoge
corps had been in contact with the enemy. With their
right wing utterly disorganized, and their main body
threatened in front by superior numbers, it was obvious
that all offensive action was impossible, and that im-
mediate measures had to be taken for the defence of the
country. To effectually utilize their inferior numbexrs,
it was advisable to unite the whole of the French forces.
Owing 1o the demoralized state of MacMahon’s troops,
it was uselcss to arrange for a concentration cast of the
Moselle, and a general retreat to that river was ordered.
Thete was much dispute as to the hest course to pursue :
whether to retire ditect on Chilons, and thereby untte
the two separated groups, or Lo retreat Lo Blebzs with the

a7



68 SAARBRUCK TQ PARIS

main body, and to endeavour to close the right wing 1o
it; or to take up a delensive position south of the
fortress with all the troops available and dispute the
passage of the Moselle. (The German Head Quarter
Stafl were apparently of opinion that the most suitable
position thal offered was that on the further bank of
the Moselle, of which Melz protected one flank and Thion-
ville the other.)

Orders and counter-orders sacceeded one another with
lamentable rapidity, bub eventually the relreat on
Chalons wasg decided on.,

The main body partially deployed on the French
Nied, but hastily abandoned the position as untenable,
and continued its march wesbwards. Eventnally, on
August 13, the left wing, with a portion of the 6th Corps
(from Chalons), were agsewbled under the detached
forts to the east of Metlz (176,000 men and 540 guns),
and the command of the force definitely handed over
by the Emperor to Marshal Bazaine.

Marshal MacMahon, in his retreat on Saverne (where
the fugitives to Haguenau and Strasshurg rejoined him),
had taken a direction that entirely severed his touch
with the main army. Union with Bazaine might have
been effected further west by the Luneville-Metz railway,
but in view of the state of the troops the 1st Corps was
marched farther south to Nenfchatean, whence they took
the railway to Chilons, where they were followed from
Bitsch and Belfort by the 5th and 7th Corps.

The precipitate haste with which MacMahon retired
is very remarkable, and no attempt was made to blow
up the railway tunnels at Saverne and Phalsbourg, or
in any way retard the German advance.
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While the two armies were in full retreat,
strenuous efforts were made by the Govern-
ment to increase the defensive power ol the country.
The Gardes Mobiles were called out througheut the
whole of France; old soldiers were recalled to the
ranks ; the troops destined for the Baltic expedition
(including Marines) were hurried to the capital, and
provisions were everywhere laid in with the utmost
despatch.

Whether it wag necessary to give up the whole of the
country cast of the Moselle without resistance is a
matter of dispute, but under the circumstances it was
probably advisable. The defensive positions on the
Nied were not suitable for an army so large as that of
Bazaine, and the co-operation of MacMahon could
scarcely be expected. The defence of the line of the
Moselle, either above or below Metz, oftered many
advantages ; but, on the other hand, the fortress of Metz
was in a most defenceless state, and urgent appeals were
made to securc its safety by the detachment of a large
force. By marching the troops of Bazaine through the
town, time and opportunity would be given for strength-
ening the works and reinforcing the garrison of the
virgin City.

Aug. 6-12

Owing to the hurried retreat of the French
armies. all trace of them was, {or a time, lost,
It was, however, to he supposed that a stand
would be made on the line of the Moselle, if not more
to the eastward. The original plan of opetations was
accordingly carried on as heing sutted to the case, viz.,
that the threc armics should muake a simultancous
advance westward on a  broad front, the various

German
Advance
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columns of march heing within supporting distance of
each other.

To carry ont this measure and bring the armies
abreast a wheel to the right was requisite.  The First
Army, accordingly, had to halt; the Second Army to
gradually push forward its troops to the southward ;
while the Third Army, on the outer flank, had to traverse
the defiles of the Vosges and form up on the left of the
Second Aimy.

The advance of the Third Army was slow and cautious,
as the principal roads were blocked by small fortresses,
and 1t was possible that the forces under MacMahon
might rally and ofler further resistance. Bitsch had to
be avoided by a fatigning circuit; Lichtenberg was
captured by surprise; Lutzclstein (Petite Pierre) had
been abandoned by its gairison ; while Phalshourg was
temporarily invested. Though the actual distance
was short, it took five days belore the whole force
reached the Saar on & front extending from Saarunion
1o Sarrebourg

The marching area to be occupied by cach army was
defined by order. The Third Army was to use the Saar-
union-Dieuze road, and those south of it; the Second
Army the St Avold-Nomeny road and those southwards;
while the First Army covered the ground northward as
far as the Saarlouis-Metz main road. As soon as the
wheel was completed (August 12), the whole force was
to advance westward, the Third Army being somewhat
in rear of the other two. The front of the First and
Beeond Armies covered about cighteen miles ; the corps
keeping well together, and marching by divisions when
the roads permitted.
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In front of the three armies pushed the cavalry
divigions, from one to two days’ march ahead, towards
Metz and across the Moselle, both above and below the
city. Large masses of French troops were seen to be
encamped in front of the fortress, while the important
bridges at Pont-a-Mousson, Dieulouard and Nancy
were found intact. The line of rail and telegraph
between Metz and Nancy were at once destroyed, and a
report sent in that a retreat through Metz was being
carried out. From the Head Quarters, now at St. Avold,
orders were issued for the First Army to push direct on
Metz ; the Second Army to advance towards the Seille,
further gsouth, and endeavour to secure the passage of
the Moselle ; while the Third Army continued its move-
ment on Nancy and Luneville.

Plans for 1t was evident that the French, who were

Contin- In great force, might turn and attack the

BENCICS  Wirst Army. To meet this contingency, the
two corps on the right wing of the Second Army were
ordered to halt a little to the south of Metz, and be
ready to deliver a flank attack. Any southward
advance on the right bank of the Moselle would be
impossible, in view of the position of the two German
armies in mutual support. Should the French, how-
ever, relire through Metz and advance up stream along
the further bank of the river, the Second Ammy could
await the support of the troops of the Crown Prince,
while the First Army, crossing above the fortress, wonld
attack the cnemy’s flank or xear. In the ovent of the
retreal westward being continued, the cavalry was to
push forward to harass the refiring troops, while the
gecond Army was to eross the Moselle, and wheel up on
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the flank of the French line of march. It may be noted
that before the commencement of hostilities it had been
decided that if the French took up a position resting on
Metz and Thionville, they should be held in front by the
Tirgt Army, while the Second Army made a circuit south
of Metz, so as to threaten the line of retreat.
Operations _ iter abandoning the defensive position on
pefore  the Nied, the French Staff at first entertained

Bory,  the idea of defending the valley of the Moselle,
and calling in MacMahon to form the right of the line.
The co-operation of the right wing could not, however,
be obtained, and definite orders were given to retire
through the fortress of Metz along the road to Verdun.
The whole of August 13 wag occupied in arranging the
details of the passage across the river, and the forwarding
in advance of the numerous trains. A sudden rising of
the stream from floods hampered the formation of the
temporary bridges, and it was not till the morning of
the 14th that the retreat commenced.

The French army was bivouacked in a semi-circle to
the east of the fortress, and waited until the enormous
luggage train had cleared to the left bank of the river.
The cavalry patrols sent out in the morning did not
find out that the Germans were in force (the German
divisions were concentrating within four miles), and the
retirement was much delayed, owing to the insufficient
number of hridges and the blocking of the roads by the
nnwieldy trains.

The First Army (Gencral Steinmetz) had halted on
the French Nied on the 14th, and had pushed forward
patrols beyond the outposts to find out whether the
French were retrealing or prepared Lo make a stand.
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The outpost line was formed of the advanced guards of
the I and VII Corps (two brigades), the flanks
being taken up by cavalry., The whole line extended
over twelve miles, of which the infantry in the centre
occupied eight. The front linc of sentries and the
vedettes extended from St. Barbe to Laguenexy.

It was not till nearly noon that the troops
of the French Army commenced their retreat
from both flanks under cover of the 3rd Corps,
which was deployed in two lines on the Borny plateau,
behind the deep valley of the Colombey brook. Whether
the French were retiring or assembling for attack was
not quite clear to the commander of the I Corps, who
simply ordered his divisions to stand to their arms.
From the southward position of the VII Corps, the
nature of the movement was recognized with less diffi-
culty late in the afternoon (4 p.m.), and General von der
Goltz with his advanced gnard at once attacked, and,
driving in the outposts, captured Colombey on the right
flank of the French defence. The retreating columns at
once turned, and a greatly superior foree threw itself on
the weak German detachment. Already the advanced
guards of the I Corps were approaching by the high
roads from Saarbrucken and Saarlouis, and, tlheir
batteries pushing ahead, came into action against the
French centre. As the infantry came up, the attack
developed along the’course of the Colombey brook and
up the slopes of the platean to the westward. Some
sixly guns were in action, and the conflict on the edge
of the high ground raged on both sides with great fury
and varying success. Some ground was gained to the
northward near Mey against a division of the 4th Corps,

Battle
of Borny
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but this was met by an advance of the other divisions
of Ladmirault’s Corps, which pressed forward and
threatened to outflank the German right.

The advance of the French was checked by the main
body of a Division of the I Corps, which was now
coming on the scene, and as darkness fell the abbacking
foree fell hack towards Fort St. Julien.

The 13th Division was, meanwhile, holding its ground
near Colombey, and as twilight [ell Woyna’s Brigade, and
the 18th Division (from the nearcst corps of Second
Army) drove the enemy out of Peltre and Grigy some-
what in tear of the original French line at Borny. The
further advance of the Prussians was impossible, owing
to the presence of the detached forts, and darkness put
an end 1o an indecigive engagement.

A victory has been claimed by both sides ;
Comments . . .

but tactically it may be considered a drawn
light. The Prussians did not drive the French out of
their main position, nor, on the other hand, did the
French overwhelm, with their superior forces, the attack
of the German advanced guards. Though large forces
(nearly 100,000 men) were in the immediate vicinity of
the battlefield, the actual fightiug was between five

Prussian brigades against four French divisions.

The manner in which the battle originated renders all
unity of command impossible, and the late hour ab
which it commenced prevented the atlamment of a
decisive issue. It will be noted that, as at Spicheren,
the Prussian troops in the vicinity at once marched to
the sound of the firing, while the Tmperial Guard bivou-
acked in rear of the 3rd Corps gave no support of any
kind to the troops fighting in its immediate front. A
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considerable share of Lthe snccess obtained is due to the
Prussian artillery, which hurried on in front of the
infantry divisions, and massed in the line of the advanced
guard troops.

The attack of General v. der Goltz with his advanced
guard brigade was justified by 1its success; but had
failure resulted it would have been the subject of hostile
criticism. The Head Quarter Staft had no intention of
fighting a battlo, and the rivalry of generals is little
excuse for initiating a battle at an hour so late (4 p m.)
in the day. The early battles of the war were all com-
menced in a similarly unauthorized fashion, and afford
matter for discussion in the much-mooted question of
limiting the strength of advanced gurards.

It is claimed that by checking the retreat a day was
gained for the crossing of the Moselle by the Second and
Third Armies. It is doubtful, however, :f this plea can
be sustained. The orders for retreat given by Bazaine
were cleaily insufficient, and would have led to 152,000
men {deducting the losscs at Borny, and the garrison
left in Metz) being marched on one road to Gravelotte,
DBazaine stated to the Emperor that he expected to Lo
formed up on the Gravelotle platean by the evening of
the 14th ; while a simple calculation will show that he
could not reach the place in the fime mentioned, The
orders were not literally carried ouf, and, in dire con-
fusion, several routes were used ; and still half the foree
ocenpied no less than thirty-six hours on the main
road. Thab a methodical retreat in four columns would
have been arrested by the action at Borny is true ; but
that much difference was made under the actual chewm-
stances is doubtiul, )
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Bazaine, apparently, simply ordered a retreat to the
west of the fortress, and left the details of the mareh to
his Staff, without clearly indicating the course to be
pursued. To march a large force across a river and
through the narrow streets of a city in one day was
impossible. When once the retreat to the Meuse was
decided on, it would have been advisable to utilize the
bridges at Pont-d-Mousson and Corny, and ponticon
bridges below the city, and pass the traing through
Metz, covering their retreat by one corps. If the pursuit
was vigorous, the enemy could be ehecked on the banks
of the Moselle, and the retirement on the Meuse could
have been carried out on August 15 by numerous
parallel roads. Delay was fatal, and why some such
measures were not initlated on August 11 or 12 must
be attributed to the indecision of the Emperor, and the
change in the supreme command at a critical moment.

There seems little difference of opinion upon the
question as to whether the French should have accepted
a general engagement. If committed to a retrent, it
was unnecessary to waste men in a profitless battle.
A victory of importance could not be gained in a few
hours of an afternoon. On the other hand, the plen of
the defenceless state of the Metz forts is hardly tenable.
In the unlikely case of an attempt to storm them, the
defence could have heen aided by the troops of a rear-
guard with assured success,
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Advance of Grimans—TIostbions on August 15—Traeh Retieat—
Poaittons  on August 15—Comments—German  Advance—
Battle of Vieaville-Mar., la-Tour wll Noon—Comments—

.

ng;ess of Battle 12 o 1 pm —2 pm—3 to 5 pm—5to 7
p m —Comments

Tun baltle of Borny did not iteriere with
the advance of the German arnues, ag the
marches ordered were completed lLefore the
battle began.  The sibuation that arose from the French
giving battle to the east of Metz had been provided for,
and it was due to the late hour at which the hattle
commenced that only one Division of the Second Army
wag enabled to take part in 1t.

Oun the rught of the 14th, while the First Army bivon-
acked near the battlefleld, two corps (X and the Guazd)
reached the Moselle at Pont-a-Mousson and Dieulouard.
Another (IV Corps) was only seven muiles, and three
more (111, IX and X11) a short day’s march from the
river. The cavalry, scouting to the westward, reported
no signs of the enemy.

Preparations were made early on the 15th for a pos-
sible counter-attack of the French on the First Army.
The IX Corps of the Second Army was ordered towards
the battlefield, while the disposition of the III Corps

%

Advance of
Germans
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was reserved by the supreme command. As soon as it
became clear that an attack to the eastward of the
fortress was no longer to be leared, the whole of the
Second Army proceeded to carry out its previous in-
structions of advancing to the Moselle, and scizing the
river passages. The gencral tenor of the orders was
to march eastward to the Meuse, but special instructiony
were given to pursuc on the Metz-Verdun road. The
two corps that had been engaged (I and VII) remained
In the positions they held before the battle.

Positions
night of
Aug. 15 I Corp> - on Nied, N. and 8. of
Pange
st Army VII Cotps
VI Corps . fo the west, near Orny
and Buchy
11 Cowps Novéant.
X Corps . . Poni-a-Mousson—
Thiaucoart.
Guard Corps . Diculouard
Second Army IV Corps . . Marbache.
1X Corps . . Verny.
XII Corps . . Nomeny.
IT Corps . . Hans-sur-Nied.
Third Army on the Meurthe, from Nancy to Lune-
ville. y
5th Cavalry Division—near Metz-Ver-
dun road.

Guards Cavalry Division—S. of Thiau-
court and covering front of X,
G, and IV Corps.

3:d Cavalry Division—N.E. of Metz, on
right flank of first Army.

The 5th Cavalry Division came in contact with the
Trench cavalry, and finally bivouacked south-west of
Maxrs-la-Tour. A large force of the enemy was reported
to be in camp near Rezonville. The great southern road
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from Metz to Verdun was thus under observation on
the evening of August 15, and it was thought that the
main army was reliring by the Briey road, and that an
attack by the two nearest German corps would suffice
to harass the rear guard. The possibility ol forcing
the enemy back on Metz was not at first entertained,
and it secmed probable that the next general action
would take place on the Meuse.

French The retreat of the French Army was

Retreat  directed along the two main roads which
Avg. 1416 1000 from Cravelotte to Mars-la-Tour and
Doncoutlt. On the southern road, the 2nd Cavalry
Division (De Forton) was to precede the 2nd, 6th, and
Guard Corps, while the division of Du Barrail formed
the advance, on the other road, of the 3rd and 4th Corps.
The northern chaussée through Briey was not used,
owing to a [alse impression that the bull of the German
forces was crossing the Moselle below Metz, and also
because the route was circuitous and hilly, Great delay
was caused in passing through Metz, owing to fhe en-
cumbrance of quantities of unnecessary baggage, and
the insufficient bridging of the Moselle. The froops on
the southern voad had retreated some ten miles to the
westward of Metz on August 15, bub were checked until
the corps in rear reached their assigned positions. The
cavalry of De Forton came in contact with the enemy
south of Mars-la-Tour, and withdrew to Vionville aiter
an insignificant skirmish. On the northern road a small
body of German cavalry, who had apparently advanced
from the south, was also encouutered. On the evening
of the 15th the French Awmy were in the following
positiong--—
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Positions
night of
Aug. 15
2nd Corps across Molz-Paris road near Rezon-
Gth Corps } ville.
3ud s on the ught with (lank thrown back.
Guard ,, in reserve at Gravelotie.
4th ' on the roads from Motz
Torlon’s cavalry divisioun—Vionville,
Barrail’a ' ., —Doncouit,
. The lack of information possessed by
Comments

Bazaine scoms remarkable, and to arise not
only from defective reconnoitring but from want of an
efficient intelligence department. When once the re-
treat had been ordered, it seems unpardonable 4hat the
bridges over the river above Metz were not destroyed.
Lven if the line of the river was not to be defended, the
leading German troops might easily have been checked
for some hours. The presence of hostile troops south
of Metz was known on the 15th, but apparently the
French plans were based on the totally erroncous sup-
position that a large force was crossing the river on the
Thionville side of the fortress.

Orders were issued on the night of the 15th to con-
tinue the retreat early on the 16th, and mentioning that
an atlack on the Vionville road might be expected. On
the representation of Marshal Le Boeuf, the retivement
was delayed till after midday, in order to wait for the
division of the 4th Corps, which was still in rear. An
attack from the southward was evidently in prospeet,
Fut Bazaine apparenily underostimated the force which
could be brought against him.

Now that the enemy was kuown to be in

Asman  yetreat, the main object was to attack him

wherever found, and endeavour to arrest the
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retiring movement belore he gained the Mense. In the
orders issued by Moltke on the evening of the 15th it is
stated : ©“ The fruits [of victory] can only be reaped by
a vigorous offensive on the part of the Sccond Army to-
wards the Metz-Verdum roads.” The I Corps of the First
Army was lelt at Courcelles to protect the railway, while
the V11 and VIIT Corps were pushed forward to the Seille.
To the Second Army was merely indicated the French
line of retreat, and it was left at liberty to make its own
arrangements. Prinee Frederick Charles conceived that
the situation would be best met by directing the right
wing of the Second Army to the northward, while the
left wing continued its march westward to the Meuse.
Reinlorcing the 5th Cavalry Division by the 6th, he
ordered the III Corps and the X Corps to move
towards the Metz-Verdun road via Gorze and Thisucourt,
respectively. These two corps could, if necessary, be
supported by the IX Corps, and on the following day
by the XII Corps, and a greater portion of the First
Army.

It will be remembered that the 5th Cavalry Division
had already gained the vicinity of the Paris road, and
been engaged in a skirmish with De Forton’s Cavalry.
The commander of the X Corps reinforced his cavalry
division, carly on the 16th, with two Horse Artillery
batleries, and ordered a reconnaissance in force. The
leader of the IIT Corps gave similar instructions {o
the 6th Cavalry Division, which advanced over the
plateau above Gorze. The infaniry and artillery of
both corps were pushed forward in supporl as fast as
possible:

A
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Battle of In the early morning of August 16, the
Vienville— French Emperor departed from the army by
Tour, the road through Etain ; but the prosecution
Aug. 16 of the retreat of the main force was delayed
until the aflernoon, owing to the corps of Ladmirault
not having reached its position on the right flank.

"The reconnaissance in force of the 5th Cavalry Division,
with four batterics ol Horse Artillery, took place a little
after nine o’clock. Advancing at a gallop, under cover
of the cavalry the batteries unlimbered on a hill sonth-
west of Vionville, and rapidly shelled the French cavalry
camp to the west of that village. Taken completcly
by surprise, the French squadrons fled o the rear in
complete disorder, and eventually re-formed behind the
hine of the infantry hivouacs at Rezonville. Meanwhile,
more to the eastward, the 6th Cavalry Division, mount-
ing the plateau above Gorze, drove in the outposts m
front of them, Against the wide semi-civcle of cavalry,
extending from the Bois de St. Arnould to the Tronville
heights, the French infantry advanced to attack on lines
radiating from the centre of Rezonville. Both sides now
assumed the offensive, but al the extremities of the great
cavalry arc—at about fen o’clock —appeared the
advanced guards of the 5th and 6k Infantry Divisions.
(The III Corps, after crossing the Moselle, pushed for-
ward one division on the Gorze-Vionville road, the other
vid Onville towards Mars-la-Tour.)

The 5th Prussian Division on the right, sending for-
ward its artillery on the heights to the westward, fonght
its way with varying success up the Gorze ravine, and
with its right wing gained the northern edge of the Bois
de St. Arnould. Its left wingrwas repulsed, and the
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artillery in danger till the 52nd Regiment in a gallant
attack re-established the fight, and, reinforced by a
detachment from Novéant, of the X Corps, eventually
carricd the height south of Flavieny. When the 6ih
Division (LII C'urps), on ity road to Mars-la-Tour, had
renched Tronville, ib was evident thal the French line
of relreat was already barred and its hrigades wheeled
to the right, and, aided by the fire of a powerlul line
ol hatteries, captured fivst Vionville and then Tlavigny.

At noon the two occupied villages ancd the woorl of
St. Amould marked out a front of lour miles occupied
by the ITT Corps and a strong lorce of artillery. In

second line were two cavalry divisions, with only one
regiment of infantry.

Hitherto the 2nd French Corps (Frossard) had borne
the brunt of the fighting, and were falling back slowly
on Rezonville. The 6th Corps, facing generally west-
wards, occupied Rezonville and to the north of it, while
the Guards were on the Gravelotte plateau. The left
flank of the French army rested on Metz, while the right,
on the old Roman road, was protected by a formidable
artillery and a strong force of eavalry. The 3rd Corps, fol-
lowed by the 4th, was coming up on the right of the line.

The possibility of continuing the retreat
on the Mars-la-Tour road was out of the
question, unless the Prussian 1L Corps was defeated by
a vigorous offensive movement. DBehind the attacking
force there were no reserves, and it is difficult to see why
Bazaine did not utilize his great numerical superiority.
The Marshal’s chief solicitude was, apparently, to keep
touch with. Metz, and his whole attention was directed
to his left wing. Thy Cuards Corps and a porlion of

Comments
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the 6th Corps were massed opposite the Bois des Ognons,
a quarter from which an attack, to say tho least, was
improbable.

Progress of 'Fo r(?animate the retiving 2nd Corps, the

Baitle, Cuirassiers of the Guard charged resolutely
12 to T P o)) it pursuers ; but, thrown in confusion by
the wagons and camp equipage strewn on the ground,
the regiment was in no position to encounter the fire ot
the Prussian companies drawn up in line. Charged in
return by two Hussar regiments, the remnants of the
horsemen cscaped with difficulty, and Bazaine himsel
was for a moment in danger of being talon prisoner.

The 6th Prussian Cavalry Division was now ordered
to the front; but its advance was received by such an
overwhelming fire from the fresh troops deployed at
Rezonville that it did no more than cover a slight general
advance of the attacking troops.

It was now two o’clock, and the battle wag
at & standstill. The attacking force was
exhausted ; their ammunition nearly expended; and
there was not a battalion or hattery in reserve. The
French were gradually extending to their right, and it
was evident thal an attack by the whole of the 6th Corps
towards Vionville was about to be made,

At this critical moment six squadrons of cavalry under
von Bredow charged in single line the deployed army
corps. Neither infantry nor guns are able to check the
vigorous onslanght, and the batteries on the heights in
rear limber up and scek safety in flight.  After a career
of 3,000 paces, the recall is sounded ; but, thinned by
the enemy’s bullets, and hemmed in by hostile cavalry,
but half the men and horses surviwve the gallant exploit,

2 p.m.
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Time, however, had been gained ; the French advance
crushed ; and new forces were coming up to the assist-
ance of both sides.

With the arrival of the 3rd and 4th Corps,
" the French right pressed forward, and four
divisions advanced towards the Tronville copses.”; The
woods were vigorously contested, but the superlorlty of
numbers told afler an hour’s time, and the weak left of
the IIT Corps fell back on Tronville village.

Meanwhile the X Corps, which was on ils march
through Thiaucourt, heard the sound of the firmg, and
was directed towards the Dattlefield. The artﬂlely,
hurrying on in advance, reinforced the batieries of the
III Corps, amd checked the ‘French advance on both
sides of the Tronwville copses. The leading infantry
brigade drove the enemy back inlo the woods, and, sup-
ported by the rest of the division, gained the northemn
outskirts by 5 p.m.

On the right flank of the battlefield the main object
of the Germans was to maintain the position already in
their hands, and the principal role in the engagement
devolved on the artillery. The unceasing flow of fresh
troops into the French skirmishing lines led to constant
attacks in varying force, but with little success, On the
other hand, the Prussians could gain no ground in
advance, owing to the greatly superior numbers that
were opposed to them. On the arrival of a brigade of
the VIII Corps (which had been hurried forward from the
Moselle), a strenunous effort was made to carry the heights
south offRezonville, but it was defeated with heavy quux
Till nightfall the fighting on the eastern portion of the
battlefield was, in the main, stationary.

3 to 5 p.m,
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On the weslorn side, the French had,
meanwhile, extended Lheir right wing to the
sunken valley west of Bruville, where three divisions of
their cavalry were massed n position.

In the hope of Ialling upon Lhe rear ar flank of the
coemy, the 38th Diigade—five hatllalions sironog—
advanced over the open ground north of Mars la-Tour.
On traversing the ravine in [voni of the Wrench right,
they came wunder the {ire of the deployed divisions of
the 4th Corps.  After most of their officers were shol
down, the wreck ol the haltalions fell back, and were
finally rallied at Tronville, having lost more than half
their numbers. The Trench followed up their success,
but were choecked by the hold charges of cavalry
regiments on both flanks.

The culminating phase of the battle was a great hand-
to-hand encounter of 5,000 horsemen, on the upland
of Ville-sur-Yron, to the north-weslt of Mars-la-Tour.
Both nations claimed suwceess; bul night was falling,
and the result of the contest was to check any further
infantry movements in the vicinity.

An order was issueidl al seven o’clock, by TPrince
Frederick Charles, for a renewed general attack on ihe
enemy’s positions. The advisability of attempting such
a measure has been much questioned. Evening was
closing ; the troops were thoroughly exhausted ; ammuni-
tion was nearly spent ; the horses had been at work for
fifteen hours; and no reinforcements could be oxpected
till the morning. The TIT Army Corps had placed itgell
across the path of the whole French Army, and by the
help of the X Corps had heen enabled to maintain’its
position throughout the day. “To expeel more was

5 to7 p.m.
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scarcely reasonable ; and further action might possibly
jeopardize the success so dearly bought. A general
forward movement was, however, attempted.  The X
C'orps was quite unable to answer the demands made
upon it ; while the artillery ol the TIT Corps, when it
advanced, was at once stopped by the fire of the artillery
ancl infantry of the Imperial Guard.

To the bulk of the Army ol the Rhine had heen
opposed the TIT and X Army Corps, together with
detachments from the VIIT and TX Corps, and three
cavalry, divisions, a total ol 64,246 infantry, 13,171
cavalry, and 246 guns. The numbers actually engaged
may be roughly estimated at 60,000 Germans, to 120,000
French.

The loss on each side was some 16,000 men ; there
were no guns, prisoners, or trophies to show ; and both
armies, worn out by a twelve hours’ struggle, bivouacked
opposite each other, doubtful ol what the morning would
bring forth.

Comments The true importance of the day cannot be
judged by its tactical results. The Prussians
had certainly not been able to drive the French out of
their main positions ; but, on the other hand, the French
had not been able to recover the ground lost before
noon, or recontinue the march. The victory, however,
clearly lay with the Germans in a strategic sense. By a
bold employment of their numerically inlerior forces
they had stopped the enemy’s relreat, and given time
for their main body to interpose hetween the two French
Maxshals.

The German movements on the morning of the 18th
were made on the suposition thai Bazaine was retreat-
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ing on & morc northern road. The IIT Corps undoubt-
edly commenced its attack with the idea that it was
dealing with a strong rear-guard or flanking force, while
the X Corps was directed towards Etain instead of on
the batilefield—a fact which caused considerable delay
in the arrival of reinforcements. The action of the
11T Corps in waging batile on its own account against
very superior forces affords another illustration of the
independent action of corps commanders. The hold
allempt of General Alvensleben appears justifinble if it
wag evident that the French were retiring in a northerly
direction. As matters turned out, a great risk was Tun ;
and that disaster did not result aflords a strong proof
of the value of the offensive in war. Had the German
general adopled a defensive attitude on the Gorze
plateau there is little doubt that he would have been
overwhelmed by superior forces, and driven down the
defiles to the river;

The French armies were considerably inferior in
numbers to those of their adversaries, and their best
hope of success lay in a retreat for the purpose of com-
bination. Bazaine knew on the 15th that the Germans,
taking advantage of the bridges over the Moselle not
being destroyed, had crossed in force, and that no atlack
had to be feared from the north. The hogtile cavalry
had already been seen, and if an uninterrupted retreat
was desirable, every moment was of value, and the more
northerly routes should have been utilized.

Tt is difficult to understand the delay in marching off
on the morning of the 16th. Admitling that the 4th
Corps was mueh delayed in passing throngh Metz, this
defect might have been partially ghviated by directing
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it to act as a rear-guard, while the Guard might have
followed the more northern chaussée. If the southern
road was to be adhered to in spite of the danger of a
flank attacl, it is apparent that the dispositions for
bivouac should have been along the road. The diffi-
cultics as to water were not insurmountable, and the
formation of the troops across the road showed a ten-
dency not to quib the fortress, and to fight a defensive
battle under its protection. That such a scheme had
jts merits is undoubted ; but, to be carried out with
success, must entail something more than a passive de-
fence. It must be remembered, however, that Bazaine
had only taken over the command some thirty-six
hours, and that he was committed to a line of conduct
for which he had evidently & distaste. After the 16th,
the retreat on Verdun could only be effected by obtain-
ing a more or less decisive victory; and failing in this,
if he let go his hold on Metz, his army would be exposed
to destruction. It is generally admitted that a vigorous
offensive movement on the morning of the 16th against
the JII German Corps would have met with success ;
and even in the afternoon, when reinforcements had
come up, the enemy was much inferior in numbers.
The magsing of reserves on the left flank shows how
strong was the feeling to rest on Metz ; but the adoption
of a generally defensive attitude could never lorward
the retreat, A main reason for the comparative im-
moility was that the French tactics were based on the
great value in defence of the fire of the chassepot and
the over-rated mitrailleuse, The effect of the improved
weapons in a carelully-chosen position had not yet been
fairly tried ; and’goodsresults wight be looked for in &
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pitched battle, if theory was to be trusted. The half-
measures talen were disastrons, and the French Marshal
failed to recogmze the oxigencies of the strategical
sitnation ; and instead of regarding the fortiess as a
pivot of mancenvre, he irealed it as his actual base.

Throughout the haltle the Germans lald themselves
open to be beaten in detail ; and that they were not
must be attributed more Lo the inaction of their adver-
saries than to any tactical combination of their own.

The battlc of the 16th deprived the French of their
begt line of refieat, but had lelt their adversaries power-
less to renew the attack. The narthemn roads to Verdun
were still open, and might have been used under the
cover of a powerful rear-guard. Provisions and am-
munition might have been sent forward from Metz and
Verdun on the roads, but the heavy losses of the 16th
seemed to have furnished an excuse for delaying the
execution of a rotreat for which Bazaine had always
been disinclined. As events turned out, it is clear that
on the morning of the 18th the Germans were not sure
of the French movements, and that consequently during
the whole of the 17th the French were at liberty to
execute their designs without molestation.

It has heen suggested that Bazaine might have retired
through Metz on the 17th, and broken out to the sonth-
east early on the 18th by the three main roads along
both banks of the Seille, throwing out flank and rear
guards to deal with the I, VII and VIII German Corps.
Such a movement, conducted with celerity, would cub
the line of communication of the three German armies
ab a moment when, from the position of their corps, bub
little resistance would he offered, Whatever might be
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the ultimate result of the operation, there is no doubt
that the plans of the invader would be disorganized,
and considerable time be gained for a retreat on Strass-
burg, or to the south  On the other hand, 1t is scarcely
possible to conceive that a difficult movement of this
nature could have been carried by a Stafll which had
hitherto shown such weakness and want of ability.
The French Intendance was unequal to its duties; and,
above all, it is improbable that the Germans, with their
ample sources of information, would not have at once
detected the movement, and with the assistance of
the Thitd Army have taken measures to render its
execution hazardous.
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CHAPTER VI1I

GRAVELOTTE—ST. PrivaT

French Movements: August 17—Clerman Plan of Operations-
Comments—The Trench Position—The Cerman Advance—
Attack of IX Corps, 12 to 6 p.m.—Attack by I Army, 12 to
5 pwn.—Atlack by II Army, 12 to 5 p.m.—Right Attack 6 to
8 p.m,—Contral and Left Attack, 5 to 8 p.m.—Comments.

French LHE French troops quitted their bivonacs
Movements, early on the morning of August 17, and

AU 17 retired to a sirong position west of Metz
extending from Rozerieulles to Amanvillers. The
position assigned to the 6th Corps, at Verneville, was
subsequently altered, and the general line of defence
extended northward as far as St. Privat and Roencourt.

Bazaine assigns as the principal reason for retiring
the lack of ammunition and provisions. But theroads
were {ull of trains on the 15th; and if, during the battle
of the 16th, the supply columns had been directed on
Briey, it would not have been necessary to send back
to Metz for ammunition. The platean north of the
batilefield permitted of retirement on a broad front, and
a position beyond the Orne would have been suitable
to assemble the troops and restore order. That an
army within a short day’s march of a great French
arsenal should have run short of supplies and of warlike
stores 18 a serious refection on the French adminis-

o "
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tration. A force in want of stores should have them
forwarded toit, and not have to retire to obtain them,
The Marshal also pointed out that, by fighting in a
strong defensive position, the numerical superiority
of the enemy would be neutralized, and that he hoped
the issue of a successful battle would enable him to
utilize the northern route to Verdun without further
nolestation.

German  Lhe Second Army, which had not taken part

Planof in the battle were on the march westward
Operations 4, wards the Meuse, and an unsugcessful
attempt was made by the IV Corps to capture Toul
by assault. On the afternoon of the 16th it was evident
that the retreat of the entire French army had been
arrested, and that reinforcements were urgently re-
quired to support the two weakened army Corps (ITI
and X) that were with difficulty holding their posi-
tions. But little apprehension was entertained as to
an attack eastward from Metz, so that the I Corps and
3rd Cavalry Division were alone left to guard the right
bank of the Moselle.

The VIT and VIII Corps of the First Army and the
IX, X1I and Guard Corps ol the Second Army were
accordingly ordered to form up on the Parigroad ; and
on the evening of August 17 seven army coips and
three cavalry divisions assembled on a front of eleven
miles extending from Gravelotte to beyond Mars-la-
Tour. The execution of the orders was faciitated
by the foresight of the corps commanders, who had in
the course of the day received news of the battle being
fought. It was ahove all necessary that the (lanking
movement initiated by the VII gnd VIII Corps ol the
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Firet Army should not lead to any serious collision, and,
for the day, all attacks were [orbidden. The Third
Army and the IV Corps of the Second Army were far to
the southward, and were ordered to halt, and wait
the course of events. The II Corps, which was coming
upin rear from the frontier. was pushed on to Pont-a-
Mousson, and could be called nupon as a reserve.

The reporils sent in by the reconnoitring cavalry up
to noon were somewhat contradictory, and left it
uncerlain whether the French were retreating by the
northew1 roads or were retiring towards Metz. To
meet either contingency, the Second Army was directed
to march northward in direct échelon of corps from the
left, the movement being covered from any attack
from Metz by the two corps of the First Army. The
lett wing of the Second Army moving northward by
Doncourt would thus attack and detain the French,
if in retreat; while the right wing would hurry up in
support, In case the enemy should decide to retire
on Metz, the left wing was to swing round eastwards,
and envelop any position taken up; while a wheel to
the right of the remaining corps would form them into
position for a frontal attack. The VII Corps,insuch a
case, would form the pivot on which the wheel to the
right would be made. In the event of such a situation
being created, each army would fight facing its own
rear, and temporarily sacrifice its line of communica-
tions. The FHrench had the advantage of a secure
temporary base in the fortress of Metz; bub defeat to
the attacking troops might possibly entail a disaster that
would have to be retrieyed by the advance of the Third
Army,
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The fact that Bazaine had decided toiake
up a defensive position renders it intelligible
that he should have drawn back his cavalry, but the
inaction of the Germans in reconnoitring requires
explanation. With the exception of the Saxon Crown
Prince, the cavalry leaders did not utilize the large
forces in their hands. Instructions were certainly
issued to avoid a battle on the 17th, but they scarcely
afford excuse for the fact that on a very limited area of
ground the German Head Quarters were quite in the
dark as to the enemy’s situation on the evening of the
day. The order issued by Moltke at 2 pm. was ad-
mirably adapted to deal with the contingencies that
might arise; but it is generally admitted that itsissue
was too early, and that information of the French
position should have been acourately made known by
the cavalry before the movements for the great battle
on the next day were initiated,

The French position extended for some

T%Zg{g:’h seven miles along the crest of an open ridge,
the western slope of which fell gently, with

the smoothness of a glacis, on the right and in the
centre. In front of the left the ground was steep and
wooded. The ridge lay between iwo ravines, hoth of
which became gradually shallower ag they approached
the right of the position. The French left was natur-
ally strong, and supported in rear by the forts ol St.
Quentin and Plappeville. The centre of the ridge
was exccptionally adapted for defence, from the he
of the ground as well as from the strongly built farm-
honses that defined it. The right flank at St. Privat
was weak both by nature and position, as it rested some-

Comments



GRAVELOTTE—ST. PRIVAT I0I

what en Pasr. There were, however, two grave cle-
ments of weakness: the woods which ran up to the
occupied line from the ravine in front, and the steep
wooded ravine in rear, which rendered the forwarding
ol reinforcements a difficult matter. Tn occupying
the position, the numbers of the corps—reckoning
fiom left to right—were the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 6th
corps; the latter of which, though on the exposed
flank, was weak in numbers, and destitute ol engincer
park. The conditions required that the reserve should
have heen posted in rear of this wing; but Bazaine,
still apprehensive of an attack from the south, retained
his Guard Corps at Plappeville. Cavalry was in
rear of both flanks, and a brigade of the 5th Corps
stood in the Moselle valley. Field entrenchments, of
all kinds, covered the left and centre of the position,
and the farmsteads were placed in a state of defence.
In accordance with the tenor of the
f;é;i‘; instructions received from Head Quarters,
" the Second Army was put in movement
early on the morning of August 18. Some delay arose
from the Guard not being in the position assigned to
it; but eventually the different corps moved off in
échelon from the left, the XII Corps leading. As the
march to be undertaken was over open couniry and
a prelude to a serious engagement, each corps moved
in mass of divisions, with the corps artillery between
them.
At 9 a.m. the general position of the attacking troops
was as follows :—

VII Corps — South of Gravelotte, with outposts on
a east margin of Bows de Vaux.
VIII ,, — Rezonville.
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1X Corps — Caulre Faim, N.E. of 8t. Marccl,

G. »s  — Mars-la-Tour, on Doncourt {dclayed).
X1 ,, — Jarmy.
IMM& X ,, — Vionville and Tronville.

In advance of the army corps the divisional cavalry
scouted both to the north and north-east.

From the reports received, it became apparent that
the French army was still in the vicinity of Melz ; but
il was conceived that its position did not extend further
north than Montigny. The Second Army was accord-
ingly directed to attack the right wing with the artillery
of the IX Corps, and fo make an enveloping movement
with the outer flanking corps. On the reception of the
news that the French flank was much further to the
northward, the IX Corps was ordered o postpone its
altack, while the Guards was directed on Amanvillers,
and the XII Corps on St. Marie aux Chénes. By
direction of the King, the First Army was not to hegin
hostilities until the Second Army was in position,
and ready to co-operate.

Attack of  General v. Manstein (IX  Corps) ob-

IX Corps, served from the Verneville heights that
1210 5P 4 enemy’s camp lay before him in a state of
heedless unconcern. It was somewhat doubtiul if
it was the flank of the French line ; but the advantage
of surprise was obvious, and the greater part of his
artillery was brought into action on the southern portion
of the long spur that exlends from Amanvillers to
Verneville,

The first rounds alarmed the enemy’s entire line.
The heights in front were quickly crowned with
numerous batteries, and dense lines of infantry occupied
the shelter-trenches. The attacking batteries had no
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cover whatever, and were overwhelmed with o con-
centric fire of shells, shrapnel, and mitraiilense bullets.
Instead of outflanking the right wing, the artillery
of the IX Corps was in a critical position in front of
the French centre, It was impossible Lo withdraw, and,
to repel the advancing French skirmishers, the batta-
lions of the 18th Division, in breathless haste, occupicd
the farmhouses and woods on both flanks of the wuns.
The few Prussian battalions were soon in as great
strails as the batteries, which were becoming unser-
viceable. The arrival of the remaining division of
the IX Corps, mote to the northward, somewhat re-
lieved the pressure, and at 2 p.m. the whole of the IX
Corps was deployed on a line two and a half miles long,
extending from the Bois de Genivaux to Habhonville.
Opposite the centre of the line was wvisible the spire
of the church at Amanvillers, while the left and right
taced, respectively, towards St. Privat and Montigny.

The attempts of the infantry to advance on hoth
wings were checked with heavy loss; five of the bat-
teries were disabled, and the sibuation was very grave.
A welcome reinforcement of six batteries of the III
Corps arrived at a critical moment, and the capture of
the farm of Champenois made the position a little more
secure.

At 5 p.m. the pressing danger was over, the Guard
Corps was making its presence fell on the left, and
106 guns were in action in front of Verneville and up to
Habonville. The exhaustion caused hy the five hours’
struggle was so great that, for some time, there was

almost a total suspension of hostilities on this part of
the field. »
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Attack by According to the general scheme of

I Army, attack, the First Army was not to enter
1280 5P jniy any serious action until the Second
Army had grappled with the enemy. The heavy
firing at Verneville, aboul noon, led to permission
being given for the First Army to engage its artillery ;
and sixteen batteries of the VII and VIII Corps came
into action to the south and north of Gravelotte.

In front of the German position was the valley of
the Mance, a deep and heavily wooded ravine. The
highway from Gravelotte to Metz descends throngh
a decp cutting to the stream, and ascends the other
side to the edge of the bare slopes that rise to the
strongly entrenched ridge of the French position. On
the narrow [ront between Leipzig and Point du Jour
lay some sixty French battalions and 100 guns, while a
brigade on the left closed the valley of the Moselle.

The first artillery position was too distant from the
eneiny, and after the French slirmishers in the Mance
ravine were driven back, & more advanced line of 132
guns was formed on the eastern edge of the Gravelotte
plateau. The fire of the massed artillery parlially
silenced the enemy’s batteries, and the 15th Division,
on a broad iront, worked its way through the ravine
on both sides ol the great highway. Every attempt
to advance from the wood on the eastern edge of the
ravine was checked by the fire from the French
trenches. The farm of St. Hubert, blocking the exit
of the road from the ravine, became the objective of
all the troops in the vicinity. At about three o’clock
it was taken with a rush ; and this success was followed
by a further advance on the right and on the left. The
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attack on the gravel pils near Point du Jour was suc-
cessful, but on the left all ousets towards the Moscou
furm were repelled with great loss, in spite of the rein-
forcement of another brigade  On the extreme right,
a brigade of the VII Corps had captured Jussy, but
found it impossible to further advance.

From the Gravelotte plateau the general situation
appeared favourable to General Steinmetz (Tirst
Army). The enemy had lost a strong advanced post
at St. Hubert, and scemed to be falling back towards
Metz, while his artillery fire had perceptibly slackened.
About four o’clock an advance across the ravine was
ordered of four batleries, followed by the lst Cavalry
Division. As soon as the head of this deep column
emerged from the defile of the highway, it was re-
ceived by devastating arlillery and infantry fire. Only
two of the batteries succeeded in coming into action,
and the cavalry, unable to deploy, had to turn back in
the defile. A wild crush took place in the narrow
road, and into the mingled mass of horse, foot and
artillery poured the shells and bullets of the defenders.
The French skirmishers, advancing in forece, drove the
Prussians back to the edge of the wood. St. Hubert
was still occupied, but every attempt to advance over
the open slopes proved a failure. At 5 p.m. the firing
on both sides slackened, and there was a distinet lull
in the fighting, while the weatied troops took breath,

Attack by The leading qrtillery of t}}e Gum:}l Corps,

II Army, as before mentioned, came into action near

2to 5 2™ Irabonville, to support the left of the IX
Corps. The main body of the corps reached St. Ail
as early as two o'clotk; and the bulk of the guns



106 S4ARBRUCK TO PARIS

were facing 8b. Privat. It was now seen that the enemy’s
front extended as far as Roncourt, and that a strong
advanced post was held al St. Marie aux Chénes. The
infantry of the Guard were ordered to await the co-
operation of the Saxon Corps, and detach one division
towards St, Marie aux Chénes.

The XII Corps, advancing from Batilly, pushed
one division northwards ; and the other, with the corps
artillery, moved towards the Irench advanced post.
A wvoncentrated fire of ten batteries was brought to
bear on the village, and at 3.30 it was stormed by a
combined attack of the Saxons and Prussian Guards.

The artillery of the Guard now advanced to a position
in front of Hahonville and St. Ail, while the Saxon
guns came into acton on a ridge north of St. Marie. The
1st Division of the Guard deployed at St. Marie, facing
St. Privat; one brigade of the other division remained
in support, while the other brigade reinforced the
IX Corps. Meanwhile, the majority of the Saxon
Corps was marching northwards, down the valley
of the Orne, and extending so as to envelop the French
flank.

The great mass of guns firing against the St. Privat—
Awanvillers pogition repelled every advancing attack
of skirmishers, and succeeded in partially silencing
the French guns.

) During the lull in the fighting, the Head
R;g&tg‘g_i;f‘ﬂuarter Staff arrived at Gravelotte, and

the IT Corps, alter a long and wearisome
march from Pont-i-Mousson, made its appearance on
the field. To the northward the sound of heavy firing
betokened that the Second Army was hotly engaged ;
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and the King, about six o’clock, ordered General Stein-
metz to make a renewed advance with all the troops
at his disposal. A brigade of the VIII Corps, and some
battalions of the VII, were ordered to cross the Manco
valley, while the mfantry in the Bois de Vaux advanced
in the direction of the quarries of Point du Jour.

Bazaine, reinforcing s left wing by a division of the
(Guardg, made a vigorous counter-stroke ; and a crush-
ing artillery and infantry fire hurled back the advancing
troops again to the Iringes of the wood. The day had
begun to decline when the Ioremost hattalions of the
I Corps emerged from the ravine; bubt neither
space nor time was favourable to their action. In
the increasing gloom of the evening confusion arose
from the intermingling of umts, and 1t was difficult
to distingwish friend from loe. At last the order came
to stop the fight; and at ten o’clock the troops of the
Pomeranian corps rested on the field in close proximity
to the French line and facing them, while the dis-
ordered remnants of the VIL and VIII Corps reorganized
themselves in rear.

Every endeavour to force the French left had failed ;
and the exhausted troops of both sides, in close proxi-
mity, waited for the morning to renew the contest.
Moscou, Leipzig and Point du Jour remained in the
hands of the enemy, and the farm of St. Hubert marked
the limit of the (German advance. The determined
attack of the First Army had, however, the effect of
riveting the attention of Bazaine to his left flank,
while the issue of the battle was decided on another
part of the field.

The movement ofsthe II Army Corps into the
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fighting line at a late period in the evening was a mis-
take; and Moltke himself is of opinion that it would
have been better to have maintained it as an intact
reserve, which could be utilized the following day.

Central Shortly after five o’clock a renewed

and Left attack was made on the centre and rght of

Attack, the I'rench position. The right of the [X

§to 8 pam. Corps were unable to get forward, bub their
front, was covered by the shells from the newly arrived
hatteries ol the ITT Corps behind them. From Habon-
ville, the 3rd Guard DBrigade, aided by Hesgian in-
fantry and artillery, gradually worked their way under
heavy fire to within 800 paces of Amanvillers,

Further to the northward the 4th Guard Brigade
advanced south of the St. Marie—St. Privat highway.
The enemy lay in dense lines bchind shelter-trenches
and ditches, beyond the range of the needle-gun, and
fairly protecled ifrom artillery five. Every chassepot
bullet told, even if it was a ricochet ; and the attacking
battalions lost nearly all their officers hefore attaining
the western edge of the spur projecting from the main
French line.

Half an hour after the above movement the Ist
Brigade of the Guards deployed north of the high road,
and advanced directly on St, Privat. The artillery
of the Guard had been dirccting their firc on the
crest south of the village, while the Saxon batteries
were shelling Roncourt. The massive houses of 86,
Privat were comparatively untouched, and behind
the hedges and walls in front rose tier on tier of shelter-
trenches. The abtack wus received by an overwhelming
artillery and infanlry fire, and ‘the losses incurred in
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advancing over the glacis-like slope were enormous.
The batteries of the Guard came up into action within
1,000 paces of the village, and by their aid the foremost
line of infantry reached a position within 600 paces of it,
unable to advance or retire, and having lost most of their
officers.

Relie! now came from the northward. The Saxon
(XIT) Corps had concentrated its artillery on Roncourt,
and its infuntry were advancing to the attack both
from the west and the north.

Marshal Canrobert (6th Corps), finding his extrerne
right in danger of being enveloped, withdrew the troops
from Roncourt, under cover of the fire of a hrigade
posted in the Jaumont quarries. The artillery and
infantry of the Saxon Army Corps now approached St.
Privat from the north and north-west. A concentrated
fire of twenty-four batteries was brought to bear, and
the encireling battalions only needed the impulse of the
last reserve of the Guards and the arfillery of the on-
coming X Clorps to malke the final assanlt at 7.30 p.m.

The French defended the burning village with greab
obstinacy ; but, surrounded on all sides, surrendered
at about eight o’clock.

The defeated troops of the 6th Corps retired into the
valley of the Moselle, covered by the brigade at Jaumont
and the cavalry. Too late to turn the fate of the day
came up the reserves which had been Ilorwarded by
Bazaine from his left flank. The French batterics,
however, took up a position east of Amanvillers, and an
artillery duel ensued, lasting il nightfall. In the
eatly morning the whole of the formxchble Frencle
pusition was evacualed by its defenders, .~
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Right army corps and three cavalry divisions took
part in the attack, with a total force of 178,818 infantry,
24 584 cavalry and 720 guns. The estimates of the
French forces vary from 130,000 to 150,000 men, but of
the troops actually engaged the numbers may be roughly
ostimated at 100,000 French to 150,000 Germans.
The Trench admit a loss of 13,000 officers and men,
while the killed and wounded of the attacking force
excecded 20,000 in namber.

The position of the reserve and of Bazaine
himsel! in rear of the left flank indicaties
that he was more apprehensive to preserve his com-
munications with Metz than with Chilons. The right
flank was by far the weakest ; and the fact that Canro-
bert was deficient in entrenching tools pointed to the
necessity of supporting him strongly. Had the Guard
been in support of St. Privat, the issue of the battle
might have been very different. It was only at night-
fall that the German army gained their success; and
the next day they would have had great difficulty
in renewing their exhausted ammunition. With the
resources of the arsenal close at hand, the French
would have been in much better plight; and it seems
quite possible that a vigorous forward movement would
have resulted in a great vietory. Bazaine, by assum-
ing strietly the defensive, left the onus of attack and
ity consequent terrible losses on his adversaries. But
both on August 16 and 18 the counter-attacks made
by the French were purely local, and there was no
gingle attempt at an advance in force. From the
point of view of Bazaine it may be urged that, even if
he could not make good his retreat, time would be gained

Comments
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by holding out at Metz, and that a Jarge force of the
enemy would be neulrahzed until he could he relieved
hy external co-operation. To cany out such a course
an ample supply of food and war-like stores was neces-
sa1y, and there was already sufficient evidence that
the magazines were but partially filled.

The action of the Germans in accepting hattle has
been criticized. They had already effectively cul the
Tiench line of retreat, and a reliremeni towards the
Meuse could only be made by an assailant.  To diive
the Frewch into Metz, they atiacked, with heavy loss,
a very strong position. Had the battle lasted over
the night, the issue would have been doubtiul; and a
defeat would have been most disastrous. Delay, on
the other hand, might lead to the strengthening of
the position to a dangerous degree. DBazame had
hitheito played mnto the German hands, but that
he should continue to do so by becoming the assadant
was doubtful. The spiit of the offensive had been
sedulously drilled into the German forces, and their
energetic attack had hitherto been crowned with suc-
cess. To suddenly change to a defensive attitude
would probably be injurious to the army; and where
there was some doubt as to the best policy to pursue,
the best course was to adhere to the adage that ““To
make war i3 to attack.” Cravelotte was a stiategical
batile, and , was practically won when the (erman
armies had wheeled up against the position. Kven
if the issue of the battle had been somewhat differcnt,
the interception of the Trench retreat was com-
plete. To annul the effect of the strategic move-
ment would require the rout of the German forces,
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which was, under the circumstances, an improbable
contingency.

Though nominally one great hattle it was practically
two—one to the northward, waged by the Second
Army, and one near Gravelotte, carried out by the
First Army. The King’s Head Quarters were on the
right flank, and after 5 p.m.—the critical period of the
habtle—~there was no control exercised over Prince
Trederick Charles and the Sccond Army. There is
little doubt that the proper position of the Royal Head
Quarters should have been in the viciniby of the centre
of the army somewhere near Verneville. The success of
the operations round Metz were due mainly to Moltke ;
but it was only by indomitable energy and resource that
he was able to deal with the obstruction caused by per-
sonages at Head Quarters.

The general idea of the battle, as planned by the Chief
of the Staff, was a frontal attack with envelopment on
hoth flanks. Owing mainly to the delective cavalry
reconnaissance of the 17th, the control of the Head
Quazrters was insufficient, and the success of the turning
movement at 3t, Privat was due to the initiative of
Prince Frederick Charles. On the other flank, General
Steinmetz did not apparently grasp the situation; and
instead of making his main attack from the Bois de
Vaux against Rozerienlles, uselessly wasted his infantry
and misused his mounted arms round St. Hubert. The
success of the First Army was small. The whole of
three army corps were employed against as many
divisions, and only an advanced post of the cnemy
was captured.

On the northern flank, the premature advance of the
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Guard against 8t. Privat in formations more suited
to the parade ground than the battlefield caused a great
expenditure of life. The attack of a strong defensive
position entails heavy losses; but in the battle of the
18th a large portion of these were due to the defective
tactics employed by General Steinmetz and the Prince
of Wiirtemberg.

It was not till midnight that Moltke received the
message from Prince Frederick Charles that the French
right wing was turned and completely defeated. The
action-of the First Army on the other {lank had left the
issue of the battle uncertain; but the genius of the
strategist was never better displayed than when, at
once realizing the situation, he drew up for the next
day the orders for the investment of Metz and the
detachment of three corps for the further advance on
Paris.
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22l Augusb—the 23rd August—the 24th August—tho 25th
August—Comments

The concentration of the whole of the

Aséirgl‘bafsat French {orces at Chflons, resolved upon ag

early as August 7, was now impossible.

The army of the Rhine under Bazaine was absent ; and

all that was known of it at this period was that it had

crossed the Moselle on August 16, with the intention
of pursuing its retreat in a westerly direction.

After the defeat at Woerth, the 1st and 5th Corps,
which had united at Saarburg, continued their retreat
in a south-westerly direction, towards Neufchiteau and
Chaumont. From this neighbourhood the 1st Corps
was despatched by rail to Chélons, followed by the
oth, the majority of which marched by road.

Of the 7th Corps, one division only had been engaged
at Woerth, while the other two were at Belfort and
Lyons. The proceedings of the division at Bellorb
ate of little importance, but are so typical of the internal
condition of the French army at the lime that they
require notice.

In consequence of Yeports that bivouac fires were
7
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visible across the Rhine, General ¥. Douay advanced
his division to Mulhausen, where he heard of the disaster
at Wocerth, combined with the most exaggerated and
alarming reports that the enemy were crossing the
river. Thinking it was too hazardous to hold his
ground with only 12,000 men, and without a single
atlempt to find out whether there was any truth in
the rumour, he ordered an immediate retreat on Belfort.
No time was allowed for the soldiers to coolk their meals,
and  drunkenness, indiscipline and discouragement
spread rapidly through the ranks. Arms and- knap-
sacks were thrown away, and the roads were covered
with stragglers abusing their officers. The humiliating
part of the affair was that the precipitate retreat,
without having seen an enemy, was due to having
given way blindly to panic caused by a clever demon-
stration of a small detachment of Wiirtemberg troops
in the Black Forest.

On August 12, after the arrival of the division from
Lyons, the Tth Corps at Belfort numbered 20,000 men
with ninety guns. But they neither moved to meet
the cnemy who was already in front of Btrassburg,
nor did they attempt to join the retiring troops of
MacMahon.

Tt was not till August 16 that the corps received
orders to proceed by rail to Chilons, and thus abandon
Alsace to its fate. The shortest route to the camp was
exposed to attack by the enemy, and the corps, in
fifty-two trains, was despatched vid Paris. Closely
packed in wagons for the long journey of 450 miles,
the troops were exhausted ; and want of proper arrange-
ments for food led to indiscipline and drunkenness.
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On reaching Chélons, the corps was again sent on to
join the main body, which it reached on the morning of
August 22, some of the trains requiring twenty-fuur hours
to get from the camp to Rheims. Although the 7th
Corps had yet never seen the cnemy, it joined the army
of MecMahon in a state of great disorder.

The transit of troops hy rail for long distances has to
be arranged with great care, or the fatigue arising from
a continuance in cramped positions leads to exhaustion
both in men and horses, and the consequent evil eflects.

A 32th Corps had also been lormed at Chélons, com-
posed of the divisions which hitherto had guarded the
Spanish frontier, together with some battalions of
Marines axd newly formed regiments. Some battalions
of the Parsian Ctardes Mobiles that were to have been
incorporated in the corps, proved so insubordinate
and refractory that they had to be sent back to the
Capital, whire a 13th Army Corps was heing organized
under General Vinoy. The lost artillery matériel of
the army wis replaced, and two new cavalry divisions
added. Exdusive of the troops forming at Paris,
the tolal strength of the army under Marshal MacMahon
on August 26 numbered 133,600 infantry, 16,450 cavalry,
402 guns anc 8¢ mitrailleuses.

French At a council of war held at Chélons by the

Planof Emperor, it was decided that Marshal Mac-
Operations \hhon ghould take command of the Army,
and lead it back to the Capital, of which General Trochu
had been appiinted Governor. Shortly after this decision
had been talen, a despateh arrived from Paris demand-
ing, in the nyme of the Empress, an advance towards
Metz. Meanwhile, thee report of Bazaine on the battle of
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Vionville was received, in which he cxpressed the opinion
that, after supplying himself with food and ammuni-
tion, he would continue his march westward.

A retreat on Paris would make a junction with
Bazaine impessible ; and this fact was again inusted
upon by a further despatch from the War Mimstry.
Definite intelligence arrived on August 21 that the
Third German Army, which had taken no part in the
struggle Tound Metz, was in Iull march on Pads, and
that its leading cavalry had already reached Vitry.

The position of the French Marshal was undoubtedly a
difficalt one. On the one hand, it was his object to
cover the Capital, and, with the support derved from
its fortifications and vast resources, to ofer battle
under a8 favourable circumstances as possible. On
the other hand, he had to think of giving a land to the
army of the Rhine, so as to fall with united force on
the Germans, and again contest with them, wherever
circumstances permitted, the territory which they had
at present conquered. To risk defeat by ofering battle
to the Third Army would be dangerous, and in the
evenl of success but temporarily check the German
advance ; to retreat on Paris would undarbledly lead
to the downfall of the Napolconie dynasty the prestige
of which was already severely shaken. The exigencies
of the political situation demanded an attampt to unite
with Bazaine, while purely military growds dictated
the necessity of a retirement to the Capitd.

Above all, it was of importance to recive informa-
tion as to Bazaine’s plans and future preeedings. In
answer to a telegram sent to Metz, MacMaion was noti-
fied that he must act on his own judgmen:.
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The plan of campaign suggested by the War Ministry
was to advance in three columns through the Argonnes,
and thus gain the valley of the Meuse. Such an opera-
tion could only be cficcted by making o fiank march
between the Third German Army and the Belgian
frontier, and incurring the risk of a simultancous attack
on front and flank. Taking the most {favourable view,
1t might possibly lead to the corps detached from the
investing army being beaten in detail, and in conse-
quence enforce the raising of the Metz investment.
The hszardous nature of such a movement, combined
with the fact that in case of Bazaine breaking out
southwards it would be perfectly futile, was fully
apparent. The absence of authentic information as
to the exact position in which the army of the Rhine
was placed, increased the difficulties of the situation;
and MacMahon, temporarily to escape from his dilemma,
determined on the medium course of marching on
Rheims to take up a position which would enable him
1o awaiti the development of the enemy’s plans, and
at the same time flank the direct approaches on Paris.

March on  Lhe evacuation of the camp at Chilons

Rheims, on the 21st took place with such precipitancy

Aug. 2X that o arrangements were made to transport
to Paris the large accumnulation of food, forage and
clothing. To a rear-guard was assigned the duties of
burning down the camp and destroying the stores.
The entire 7th Corps, and a portion of the bth Corps,
which arrived later, were unable to avail themselves
of the resources of the camp for their re-equipment,
and were directed to follow the other troops by rad :
a most ill-advised procteding under the circumgtances.
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A two days’ rest was absolutely necessary to place the
recently arrived troops in a condition to undertake
operations in the field, and Marshal MacMahon again
decided to retire on Paris.

Orders for the march were issued, when a despaich
arrived (the 22nd) from Bazaine that he calculated on
being able to fight his way to Chilons vid Montmédy.
[t now appeared possible thai the Army of the Rhine
had already commenced its march ; and MacMahon lelt
compelled to forego his resolution, and to march to its
aid. 3

On the 23rd the Marshal telegraphed to Bazaine that
he was starting in the direction of Monlmédy, and that
in two days he would be on the Alsne.

At the commencement of the first day’s mazeh, de-
fective arrangements led to the crossing of columns and
the encumbrance of roads with trains: and it was not
till the evening that the force completed a short march
to the Suippe. The inefficiency of the French Inten-
dance to provide food hecame painfully obvious, and
necessitated, for the next day, a détour through Rethel,
where considerable slores were collected. Anather
valuable day was thus lost, and on August 25 the army
stood with its main forces along the reach of the Aisne
between Rethel and Vouziers.

- Margueritte’s cavalry division proceeded

Pﬂ;g; " in a northerly dircction towards Le Chesne,

while one cavalry regiment watched the

defile of Girand Pré. The bulk ol the cavalry, instead

of being pushed forward to reconnoitre, were bivouacked
in vear of the corps to which they were attached.

The indecision of the chief ¢dmmand, the defective
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staff arrangements, and the insufficiency of supplies,
now sensibly affected the morale of the army. The
troops had lost confidence in their leaders. The soldiers
resorted to requisitions on their own behalf; and bands
of stragglers wandered over the country, more dan-
gerous to friends than to foes. With insubordinate
and dejected troops, there seemed but lLittle prospect
ol a successiul issue to a hazardous enterprise.

German 1 the day after Gravelotte it was known

Planof that the French Army had retired on Metz,
Operadions 4,0 oceupied unassatlable positions uncler
the protection of the detached forts. To prevent it
further co-operating with the army still in the field,
it was necessary to lake measures for the investment
of the fortress.

Hitherto the Germans had been forced to take the
offensive against strong positions, but now, in entrenched
batleries and lines, the artillery and infantry had to
prove their ability in the defence. To encircle a con-
centrated army with a thin ring of troops was a bold
operation. Acting on interior lines, the central forces
could obtain superiority of force at any single point,
and the success of an attempt fo breal out was appar
ently assured, whenever it should be made.

The strength of a cordon of earthworks, defended by
modern weapons and connected by telegraphic com-
munications, was not fully recognized, and the difi-
culties in the way of the sclf-liberation of a surrounded
force not appreciated. The situation, as it appeared
to the Germans, is apparent from a yuotation from
an Army order issued by the King on Angust 19 :—

“1t is important that the armies should continne
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their march on Paris on a level front, so as to be able
to meet in sufficient force the new formations assem-
bling at Ch#lons.

“TIn consideration that the French Army thrown
backk on Metz might hazard the attempt to break
through in a westerly direction, it will be well for six
Army Corps to remain on the left bank of the Moselle, in
order to oppose this movement, upon the heights which
we captured yesterday. On the right bank, there will
remain one Army Corps and the Reserve Division,
which, if necessary, will withdraw hefore an atdack of
guperior forces.”

The line of investment was to be at once strengthened
to the utmost by the art of the engineer ; but the main
tenor of the instructions was that a sally of the enemy
to the westward was to be prevented at all hazards,
while on the right bank of the Moselle the chief attention
was to be directed to important points, such as the
station at Remilly.

Formation 10 form the investing force, four corps of
of IV the Second Army were attached to the First
Army Army, while a Fourth Army (army of

the Meuse), consisting of the IV, XII, and Guard
Corps, with the B5th and 6th Cavalry Divisions
passed under the orders of the Crown Prince of Saxony.

In its first composition, the army of the Meuse con-
sisted of 70,000 infantry, 16,000 cavalry, and 288 guns,
and on August 20 was assembled as follows : The XII
Corps at Conflans ; the Guards at Mars-la-Tour (on the
road to Verdun); while the IV Corps, which had not
been ordered to Metz, had reached Commercy.

The Third Army, after crossind the Vosges, had been
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pressing forward westward in three columns preceded

by cavalry divisions. Leaving a brigade to obsecrve

Toul, the foremost corps reached the line of the Meuse

on August 19, where a two days’ halt took place, in

order o give the Meuse Army time to come up into line.

The strength of the lorce was 118,000 infantry, 19,500

cavalry, and 525 guns,

The German On the evening of the 22nd, the Meuse
Advance, and the Third Armies (224,000 men with
Aug. 22 13 guns) faced westwards on a front of fifty

miles,™ extending from Btain to Gondrecourt, The

Guards and the XII Corps formed, with the &th, 6th

and 12th Cavalry Divisions, the exfreme right; in

the centre stood the IV Corps, at Commercy, covered
by a part of the Guard Cavalry Division; while on
the left, in two lines, was formed the Third Army,
on the Ornain and Upper Meuse, preceded by the dth

Cavalry Divigion.

The information gained from the cavalry reports
pointed to the assembly of MacMahon’s forces at Chilons;
and an order was issued [or the armies to continue
their advance westwards to the line St. Menehould-
Vitry (which the advanced gnards were to reach on
the 26th), the Third Army preceding the Meuse Army
by a day’s march. In the event of the enemy being
et with, he was to be attacked at once in front and on
his right flank, g0 as to force him northwards, away
from Paris.

Intelligence was received at the Head
Quarters of the King that Napoleon, with
MacMahon’s army, was ab Rheims ; and the probability
of this fact was confirmed by some captured letters and

Aug. 2
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Paris newspapers. Those in chief command, however,
were still in uncertainty as to the position and inten-
tions of the enemy, as the cavalry were not yet in touch
with the French forces.

Aug, 24 The general line ol Verdun-Bar le Duc.

' S1. Dizier was reached on the 24th, alter an

unsuccessful attempt was made to take the former place
by asspult.  Some Dragoons of the d4th Cavalry
Division pushed forward as far as Chilons, and reported
the camp to be deserted and the magazines burnt.

Aug. 25 The retivement of the Frengh Ariny to

' Rheims was now known, but it was still

uncertain whether it would adopt the hazardous course
of moving towards Metz, or take up a flanking position,
probably at Laon, to cover the Capital. No change
was made in the direction of the advance, but as Rheims
was more distant than Chélons, the Third Army made
s forced march go that the general line of {ront of the
two armics faced north-west, from Vitry to Dombasle,
A cavalry regiment sent northward through Dun burnt
a wooden railway bridge north-east of Stenay, on the
Sedan-Thionville line, while the small lort of Vitry and
& battalion of Mobiles were captured hy the cavalry
further sonth. Scouting to any great distance on the
right of the army was hindered by the vicinity of the
Argonnes, and the manifestly hostile disposition of the
populace, but the 5th and 6th Cavalry Divisions pushed
forward their advanced parties some fourteen miles”in
front of the Guard and IV Corps.

The French Government had organized a general
tising, and had provided the people with arms. The
frape-tirenrs, only partly in uniform, could not be



CHALONS AND RHEIMS 127

regarded as soldiers, and, though not affecting large
operations, caused much loss and annoyance to small
detachments.

Reviewing the situation, it will be seen
that on the right flank of the German Army,
moving westward, and only two days’ march to the
north of it, was a French army of 150,000 men advancing
eastward., The movements and intentions of MacMahon
were not known with certainty, and information based
on rumour might prove unfounded.

At Tae (German Head Quarters, on the morning of
the 25th, the march of the enemy eastward, towards
Metz, seems doubtful and even improbable. A change
of front to the right of an extended army would reynire
time, and entail serious difficulties as to the supply
columns which were following each corps.  The decision
to be made was a weighty one. Though 1t is rarely
possible in war to base one’s mneasures on a positive
knowledge of the position and intentions of the enemy,
it is inadvisable to make a complex movement on un-
confirmed reports. Orders were accordingly issued for
August 26 for both armies to make a shght alteration
of direction, Rheims being taken as an objective, in-
stead of Chélons. 4 The cavalry of the right wing, how-
ever, was o reconnoitre towards Vouziers and Busancy,
in order to clear up the situation.

“In war it is, for the most purt, with prohabilities
that the strategist can reckon; and the probability,
as o rule, is that the enemy will do the right thing.”
(Moltke.)

That the French Army should uncover Paris, and
move along the Belgiah frontier seemed strange and

Comments
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venturesome ; bub it was possible. A march table wag
accordingly drawn out, arranging for the army of the
Meuse, and the two neighbouring corps (Bavarians)
of the Third Army to march northwards, in the event
of the news of the eastward march of the French Army
being confirmed. By the advance of these corps and
the assistance, if required, of the reserve corps of the
army before Metz, the enemy, wherever found, cither
west or east ol the Meuse, would he forced to give
battle to superior numbers.

Were the German armies to exceute the mapshes or-
dered for the 26th, the German right wing would, in the
evening, be some twenty-five miles distant from the near-
est corps of the army of Chélons, and both the contending
armies would be at about the same distance from Metz;

All doubt as to the best course to pursue was put
an end to in the afternoon. The vehement speeches
delivered in the National Assembly as to the disgrace of
leaving Bazaine unsuccoured were reported in the Paris
newapapers, and, in corroboration, there came a tele-
gram from London, derived from the Zemps, that
“MacMahon is advancing to form a junction with
Bazaine.”

Orders were issued late at night on the 25th for
the Meuse Army t0 concentrate towards the right wing,
and to push northwards, followed by the I and II
Bavarian Corps. The Crown Prince, on receiving
news of the situation, asked leave to accompany the
movement a day later with the remainder of the Third
Army. He maintained that a possible loss of time in
adlvancing on Paris would entail less disadvantage than
if all available forces were nob present for a decisive
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battle in the north. The King concorred : and there is
little doubt that but for the foresight of the leader of
the Third Army the V and XTI Corps would not have
heen in time at Sedan and that the retreat of the
Trench on Meziéres might have heen successtully carried
oub.
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CHAPTER IX

BrauMmonT

German  Advance, August 26—French Movements—August 27
—August 28—Aungust 20—Combat at Nouu.rt)—Augusb 3
Battle of Beaumont—Comments,

German FHE march northward of the Mense Army

Advance, took place in persistent rain, hail, and

Aug. 26 otorm, which imposed heavy tasks on the
troops. The XII Corps moved on Varennes, and the
Guard, followed by the IV Corps, on Dombasle. The
Third Army, compactly closed up on its right wing,
stood ready to march either towards Rheims, or to the
northward ; and the two Bavarian Corps werc set in
motion to follow the Meuse Army.

The cavalry, sent forward in every direction, scouted
in an arc extending from Dun to Chilons, and reported
that Busancy and Grand Pré were occupied, and that
there was a large body of troops near Vouziers.

There was now but little doubt that MacMahon was
marching towards Metz, with a view of uniting with
Bazaine, and that he must be intercepted at all costs.
The large force advancing {rom the south would be able
to attack him in flank, while instrictions were sent to
the army investing Metz to detach two corps to block
the space between the right bank of the Meuse and the

Belgian frontior. If need be, the investment of the
133
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fortress might be temporanly abandoned, bui the
army of the Rhine must be prevented from hreaking
out westward ™
The French, meanwhile — when every
Mf;:g%‘m minute was of importance—were leisurely
wheeling therr army on the pivot of the
7th Coips al Vouziers. Their 12th Corps formed on
the left flank, while the 1st Corps closed up on the
Gth in the centre. TIn front ol the left of the army
was one eavalry division, on the Beaumont road, while
the other division was in rear of the whole lorec, It
was the intention of MacMahon to utilize the two main
roads leading through Beaumont and Busancy on
Montmédy. The apparition of German cavalry at
Grand Pré and Busancy, in the afternoon, caused
unaccountable excitement. The most exaggerated
reports were received at Vouziers, and the main hody
of the 7th Corps were kept under arms the entire night
during the pouring rain. MacMahon, on receiving
intelligence of the presence of the German troops,
determined to advance his whole force on the threatencd
points the next day.

The disposition and inaction of the French cavalry
are remarkable. The 1st Cavalry Division was on
the flank where no danger was to be apprehended,
while the remaining cavalry were a useless reservein
rear of the other corps. The German armies were
known 1o lie to the southwards, and yel no recon-
nijssance was pushed in that direction, nor any attempt
m‘{&e to drive back the cavalry scouts. A {vigorous
offenkive would have made it clear that an immediate
attack\was nob to be feared, and at the same time
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would have shown that an advance eastward must
end 1 disaster.

In accordance with orders issucd late on
the previous night, the XII Corps pushed
forward to seize the river pasgages at Dun and Stenay.
The Guard Corps and IV Corps followed up in sup-
port, while the leading corps of the Third Aimy al-
vanced northwards from St. Menchould and Clermont,
Four cavalry cdivisions covered the movements, and
an impenctrable cordon of 100 squadrons were in
toud® with the enemy from Vouziers to the Meuse.

Under the influence of the erroneous reports as to the
proximity of the German forces, the Marshal moved
the I1st Corps in support of the 7th at Vouziers, and
directed the 5th Corps towards Busancy, with the
12th Corps in support. On the misconception being
cleared up, counter-orders, causing great confusion,
were at once issued, and the general result of the day’s
movements was that the 12th Corps formed the left
wing at Le Chéne, the Tth Corps the right wing at
Vouziers, the 5th Corps somewhat in advance of the
centre, while the 1st Corps was in reserve on the Aisne,

The 1st Cavalry Division advanced to Stonne, aml
was ordered to observe the roads leading to Dun and
Stenay, and secure the river passages at Mouzon and
Remilly. 1t would seem that the Marshal had some
doubts about forcing the passage at Stenay, and had
determuined to make an attempt further to the north,
and reach Montmédy by a detour. The movement
in advance and retreat of the 5th Corps of De Failly
led to a smull cavalry combat at Busancy, and to
skirmishes of little importance:

Aug. 27
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It became evident to MacMahon that insurmountable
obstacles were likely to oppose themselves to the con-
tinuation of the march on Metz, The passages of
the Meuse in front were already occupicd, while the
right tlank was seriously threatened by the constantly
increasing masses ol the enemy. There was also the
fear thal communications with Rheims would be eut
by the troops of the Third Army advancing west of
the Argonnes. Orders were accordingly issued for
a retreat on Mezidres the next day, and the fact noti-

fied to the War Minister. -~
Trom Parig, during the night, came the most
strenuous remonstrances. ‘‘If you leave DBazaine

in the lurch, revolution will break oul in Paris;”
and a second telegram gave a peremptory order to
relieve Metz. It was urged that the troops threaten-
ing the march were nothing more than a portion of
the army investing Metz, and that he had some days’
gtarb of the Third German Army. The resolution
of the Marshal was again changed, and fresh orders
issued for the resumption of the movement on Mont-
médy.

The German commanders were now accurately
informed about the enemy’s arrangements. It was
concluded that the French were prosecuting their ad-
vance partly by the Busancy, partly by the Beaumont
road, and that the Meuse had not yet been reached.
In the present position of the Fourth Army there was
a well-founded prospect of overtaking the adversary
while still on the left bank of the river, and ihe co-
operation of the two corps of the army investing Metz
would no longer be needed. An- order issued on the
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evening of the 27th prescribed Vouziers, Busancy
and, Beaumont as the main directions for advance
during the next few days.

In the early morning of the 28th the
Firench corps had commenced their retreat
on Meziéres, and the change of route, Ffrom the
subsequent counter-order, gave rise to much eon-
fusion.  Along the rvoads, sodden with rain, the
hadly fed and wearied troops, wet and disheartenead,
did not reach their destinations till late in the
eveniig, On the northern route fo DBeawmont, the
12th Corps was followed by the 1st, at some dis-
tance in rear. On the southern road, the 5th Corps
was diverted {rom its original destination of Dun,
and dirvected in a more northerly course, so as to
be in a position to force a passage at Stenay next
day. The Tth Corps was following the 5th in sup-
port, but was unable to complete its ordaiued march.
During the day a distance less than ten miles eastward
was, on the whole, gained, the two leading corps heing
in a line somewhat west of Beaumont.

On the German side, the XTI Corps entrenched their
positions on the Meuse, and awaited an expected attack ;
while the remaining corps of the Meuse and the Third
Army continued the advance northwards. A decisive
engagement had to be avoided till the troops in rear
came up ; and the cavalry had strict orders to wateh
the Trench as closely as possible, but not to check
or press them. West of the Argonnes, four cavalry
divisions and three and a hall corps were available
to cut off the retreat of the arny of Chilons, in case
MacMahon should abandon his planof marching on Metz,

Aug, 28
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The French Head Quarters at Stonne

Aug, 29 . . .
had received intelligenee that Stenay was
occupied by Saxon troops, and that the bridge was
broken down. As the army had no bridge traing with
it, the Marshal proposed, hy bending away northward,
to utilize the passages over the Meuse at Mouzon and
Remilly, and then to {ollow the voad tuo Motz through
Carignan. The 12(h Corps crossed over the river
at Mouzon, while the cavaliy division forded the
streamn lower down. The 1st Corps and 2nd Cavalry
Division reached Raucourt, some six miles to the west-
ward, The 7th’ Corps, delayed hy cavalry skirmishes,
did not succeed in completing its march, and only
arrived at Oches, some nine miles south-west of
Beaumont. The 5th Corps (De Failly) was fo have
moved northwards on Beaumont ; hut the Stafi officer
carrying the counter-order was captured by Prussian
cavalry, and De Failly marched on Stenay—his
original destination—in two columans On the appear-
ance of Saxon troops at Nouart, the General deter-
mined to halt, and deployed one of his divisions to
face the advance of the enemy. Hitherto the French
troops had only come in contact with cavalry; but
now an attack was being pressed with some vigour
Combat ap Py infantry and artillery.  The action
Nouart, resulted from a reconnaissance in force
Aug 29 of an advance gnard of the XII Corps
which had recrossed the Meuse at Dun. As soon as
the object of the rcconnalssance was attained, the
action was broken off, and the German troops retired
south of Nouart. The French corps returned to its
former encampment at Dois des Dames, and in conge-
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cuence of {resh orders retired in the night to Beaumont,
leaying their watch-fires burning.

By orders of the King, the three corps of the Meuse
Army were to assemble in a delensive attitude west
of Dun in the early morning and await the arrival ol
the nearest Bavarian corps at ten o’clock. A general
action was not 1o he hrought on ; but it was left to the
diseretion of the Saxon Crown Prince to advance to
the Busancy-Stenay road, if there was no serious
resistance. It was in furtherance of this movement
that™vhe Saxon advanced guard entered into the engage-
ment at Nouart. The transfer of the XII Corps across
the Meuse left the river passages simply watched by
cavalry.

Turther to the westward, four corps of the Third
Army were now within a short march in rear of the
left flank of the army of the Meuse. The 5th Cavalry
Division stood across the French lines of communication
with Rheims, while the 6th Division was following
close on the retiring columns of march. As a resul
of the various reports brought in, it was decided to
attack the enemy the following day before he could
cross the Meuse, The combined armies were directed
to advance on a broad front towards DBesumont and
Te Chéne, and the Menge Army was to wait till the
Third Army in rear got up into line. Only the fighting
{rains were Lo follow the troops.

Thus on the evening of August 20 six army corps
and two cavalry divisions stood hetween the Meuse
and the Argonnes, in readiness to advance on the
following day to the attack of the Trench forces. At
the same time the contingency of a retreat westward
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was met by the movement, on the gencral line of the
Aisne, of the XII Corps and three cavalry divisiing,
In the cvent of a decisive engagement on the bank
of the Meuse, the entire force of both armies could
be brought into action, and could, if necessary, be
strengthencd by the addition of two army corps
from the force investing Metz.

The net was spread in all directions, and only by
displaying the greatest energy and rapidity of action
could the Trench forces escape from fighting a general
action under the most unfavourable circumstances.

The burden of the French instructions
was to cross the Meuse at Remilly and
Mouzon, with a view to continuing the march viii the
valley of the Chiers on Montmédy. The 12th Corps,
as well as the 1st Cavalry Division, were already across,
and the latter was directed on Carignan, The Ist
Corps and the 2nd Cavalry Division moved off in the
early morning from Raucourt, crossed at Remilly,
and advanced up the Chiers valley fowards Carignan.

The 7th Corps at Oches, which wasg directed to cross
at Villers (close to Mouzon), was much delayed by
having to escort an enormous train of wagons more
than nine miles in length. The long procession was
watched by Prussian cavalry, and at times compelled
to halt by the fire of artillery. It was not till one
o'clock that the main body reached La Besace, when
heavy firing was heard in the direction of Beaumont.
feneral Douay did not consider himself justified in
marching o the firing, as he had positive instructions
*to make his way as fast as possible to the Meuse,
and cross the river.” To cffect this without molestation

Aug. 30
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of Als march, and iake the novthern cirenitous route,
vid *Raucourt, to Remilly. The leading division of
the corps (Dumesnil) did not receive notice in time,
and continued ity march towards Mouzon, in the course
of which it came in contact with the troops engaged
ab Beaumont.

To the 5th Corps had been assigned the duty of
covering the relirement. The troops, alter an ex-
hausting night march, had only arrived at Beaumont
at 4 a.m.’ and General De Failly considered it im-
perative to give them a few hours’ rest. The combat
at Nouart, on the preceding day, made it evideni thal
the enemy was not far off ; but as no further intelli-
gence came in about him, it was assumed that he was
moving on Stenay, and the departure was deferred
till the afternoon.

Isolated cavalry patrols advanced a short distance
from the camp, but the ordinary outpost precautions
seemed to have been neglected. On the open ground
south of Beaumont the men were employed in cooking,
and many of the horses had been taken to water, when,
shortly belore one o’clock, the Prussian shells burst
among the heedless groups. The IV Army Corps
of the Meuse Army had succeeded in traversing, un-
perceived, the woods south of Beaumont, and effect-
ually surprised the caveless troops.

Battle of  Lhe general instructions for August 30

Beaumont, laid down that the two leading corps of

Aug. 30 416 Meuse Army (with the Gluard in reserve)
should march northwards on Desumont to the cast-
ward of the Busancy-Beaumont road. "o the wust-

frog the enemy, he decided to change the direction
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ward of the road, in support, were to advance the fwo
Bavarian Corps of the Third Army. b
On the four roads traversing the forest soutn of
Beaurmont, marched the divisions of the IV and XIIT
Corps. The attack was to be prepared by artillery,
bubt no column was to engage uniil the neighbouring
ones were ready to co-operate. The division on the
left (IV Corps), on emerging from the forest, saw the
enemy’s camps south and north of Beaumont. The
general in cormmand could not let slip the opportunity
of effecting a complete surprise. The leading brigade
was deployed, and the artillery opened fire at 1,500
paces on the southern camp. The French hurried
to their arms, and, like & startled swarm of bees, dense
clouds of skirmishers hurried forward to attack the
bold assailants. The main body of the division, mean-
while, came up to the assistance of their advance guard,
while the other division of the IV Corps appeared on
their right. Under the combined attack of the whole
corps, the French were repulsed; and the leading
battalions of both divisions made their way into
Beaumont, and the second camp to northward of it.
All the tents, many of the guns, and a vasl quantity
of camp storeg fell into the hands of the vietors ; while
the French troops, in disorderly flight, rallied on the
heights above the town, where their artillery was in
position. About two o’clock a pause oceurred in the
infantry fight, and the fourteen baiteries of the IV
Corps, advancing in tchelon, deployed on the heights
south of Beaumont. The artillery mass was shortly
reinforced by the guns of the approaching Saxon and
Bavarian Corps, and under a concentric and superior
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wa® compelled to resume his retreat, under cover of
a st¥ong rear-guard left in the Bois de Givodeau.

Meanwhile, the mnfantry of the XII Corps was coming
into action on the right, and, traversing with difficulty
the swampy forest ground, reached the heights above
Letanne. Further progress in the low ground of the
Meuse valley was impracticable, owing to the fire of
the numerous batteries of the French 12th Corps on
the gastern side of the river. A portion of the Saxon
Coips, therefore, ascended lhe plateau to the left, and
followed the central advance through the Givodeau
woods.

On the left flank of the IV Corps a portion of the
Third Army had also joined in the fight, The 1st
Bavarian Corps, advancing up the Yoncq valley, had
reached La Thibaudine, when the leading brigade
was quite unexpectedly attacked from the west by
a strong force of the enemy. These were troops of
the Dumesnil division of the 'Tth French Corps, which,
acting on their original orders, were making their way
to Mouzon. The action was long and undecided until
reinforcements came up, when the French were driven
northwards in disorder. The Bavarians, leaving a
brigade to support the IV Corps, moved westward,
and reached Raucourt as dusk fell.

The fugitives of the Trench Division Iell back on
the main body of the 7th Corps, and threw it inlo dis-
order. At Remilly, Bonnemain’s cavalry division was
still crossing, and the infaniry of the corps did not
cffect the passage till after nightfall.  After the defeat
at La Thibaudine the cavalry and o portion of the

ﬁp\she French batleries were mastered, and De Failly
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arlillery of the defeated troops reached Mouzon, while
the reserve artillery and a portion of the infar'ﬁry,
owing to the breaking of the bridge at Remilly, swere
diverted by the left bank of the river, on Sedan. The
several Tractions of the Tth Corps eventually reached
the right bank of the Meuse in an exhausted and de-
moralized condilion.

The French retreat was conducted with some ability,
De Failly rallied his retiring troops at Villemonty and
Mont-e-Brune, under cover of rear-guards in the Boiy
de (Yivodeau and on a hill north-east of Yoncq. A
brigade of infantry and one of cuirassiers were scnt
forward by the 12th Corps to Mouzon, in support.

After the capture of Beaumont, the main central
attack was pushed by the inlantry of the IV Corps,
which had deployed on the heights north of the town,
and east and west of the high road.

The rear-guard position on the hill above Yoneq
was earried with little difficulty ; but the French con-
tested the Givodean wood with great bravery. Kvent-
ually the effect of superior numbers told, and the
northern edge of the wood was attained. TFurther
progress was for a time impossible, as the open ground
in front was swept by the fire from the Mont-de-Brune,
Villemonty, and the batteries east of the Meuse.

Late in the afternoon the Mont-de-Brune was taken
by an enveloping attack of the 14th Brigade, while
the remainder of the division pressed up the Yoneq
valley towards Mouzon. The artillery of the IV
Corps could now come into action againgt Mouzon;
while three battalions hurried forward to the assault
of the suburbs. Further to the right, the support
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of \fhc XII Corps enabled the troops to advance from
the\(}wodcau woods, and capture Villemonty. The
Fren:h were in a hopeless plight, and all resistance
ceagsed ab nightfall, on the hither side of the Meunse.
Sonie 3,000 prisoners were taken, with filty-one guns,
while many of the fugilives, alter the Dridges were
broken, cscaped by swimming the river.

The surprise at the commencemont of
the Dbattle cannot be delended, but the
gradual withdrawal of De Iailly was conducted with
admirable dextulfy Contrary to the usually ex-
pressed opinions, the I'rench, in this campaign, showed
admirable power in withdrawing their troops after
an unsnccessful action. The German superiority of
force did not reap its full -advantage. owing to the
conditions of the ground. The German artillery was
brought to bear in the firsl phase of the engagement,
but afterwards did little, and the cavalry played an
unimporiant part. The brunt of the fighting lay on
the IV Corps. and the [action may be characterized
in the main as a slow bub steady advance of infantry
for some seven miles while driving, from one position
to another, the forces of a stubborn opponent.

As in the previous hbattles, the heaviest losy was
sustained by the altacking forve; and the hriliiant
victory cost no less than 3.500 men, the mojority of
whom belonged o the IV Army Corps. The army
of the Meuse had not only defeated the 5th wnd half
of two other corps, but had driven the French army
into a very unfavourable position. The pessibility of
MaeMahon being pressed back on the Beleian frontier
and forced to cross 'ib, became so apparent that

Comments
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Bismarck forwarded a message to the authorities,at
Brussels that, in such an event, the troops should be
disarmed. ®hould the enemy not lay down his # rms,
the Germans would cross the Irontier in pursuil. During
1he battle, the Saxon cavalry on the right bank of the
river reconnoitred towards Mouzon and Carignan,
between the Meuse and the Bar.  The IV Cops
bivouacked on the ground they had conquered in
Iront of Mouzon, the lst Bavaiaus occupicd Raucourt,
while the remaining corps were assembled on the
general line of the road leading to Beaumont frory the
westward, With the exception of the lst Bavaran
Corps, the Third Army took no part in the engage-
ment of August 30, but had gained touch of the Meuss
Army by arduous forced marches over bad moun-
tainous roads.

The report of the fighting at Beaumont caused the
gravest anxiety at the French Head Quarfers. The
army had been overtaken by a superior force of ihe
enemy, and it was impracticable to continue the march
on Muntmédy. Were battle to be accepted at Mouson,
a defeat would necessitate the retirement across the
frontier, and a conseyuent disarmament: After much
discussion, orders were given for a general retreat on
Sedan, where the troops would be provided with food
and ammunition, and, alter a short rest, continue
the movement on Mezidres, to which fortress General
Vinoy, with the newly formed 13th Corps, was approach-
ing,

To carry out these instructions necessitated a night
march to be carried oub under cover of the eompara-
tively unshaken troops of the 1st Corps from Carignan,
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an, the 12th Corps from Mouzon. The unbridged
rive) prevented any pursuit after the battle of Beau-
mont'; but the retirement soon assumed the character
of a roul. The troops had lost confidence in their
leaders, and their successive defeats had shaken Gheir
self-reliance.  The night was dark; the roads blocked
with traing; colwmns crossed and delayed eaclt other,
and confusion and disorder reigned.

The lighted torches of & demoralized soldiery pointed
out glearly to the eneiny the dircction of the move-
ment,  Ou the night of the 30th, and up to mid-day
on the 3lst, the concentration of the army of Chilons
was cifected at Sedan, covered, on the north hank of
the Cliers, by the Ist Corps, which joined in the after-
noon.
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Lvents of August 31—Fiench Poution—Qcenpalion of Position
—Plan of Attach— Atlack on  Bazedles—Duerot and e
Xlepﬂvu—VVcstem Attack, 10 am —Southrrn Attack,
10 a m —Eastern Attack till 5 pm —Western Attack till 5
p m —Close of the Battle—Comments

It being evident that the French were in
full retreat, instructrons weie issued late
on the night of the 30th for both German armies to
continue their forward movement. The Meuse Army
had the task of preventing the enemy escaping towards
Montmédy, and was to detach two of its corps to the
right bank of the river. The Third Army was to cut
oft the retreat 1o Meziéres by moving to the westward
of Sedan, and, by the occupation of strong artillery
positions on the near bank of the Meuse, to harass the
camps and movements of any troops in the valley.
The Guard and XII Corps crossed the river near
Letanne (east of Beaumont), and, preceded by their
respective cavalry divisions, advanced on Carignan
and Douzy, and swept the country between the Meuse
and the Chiers, There was evidence everywhere ol
disorderly retreat; tents, wagons, provisions and
baggage were scattered over roads and fields, Troops
of the rear-guard were met at Douzy and driven out

of it, and the cavalry pushed forward to the vicinily
161

Aug. 31



152 SAARBRUCK TO PARIS

‘}_
of Sedan. In the evening the XII Corps oceup':d

Douzy, with the Guard on the other side of the railway.
The outposts of the two corps extended in a cirve
from the Meuse to the Belgian frontier, at a distance
of about five miles from the Irench encampment on
the Givonne. The IV Corps had ample work in col-
lecting the materiel left on the battlefield, and re-
mained at Mouzon.
The Third Army had orders 1o advance
Egﬁg_tsy"f northwards. and take up artillery positions
on the heights south of the Meuge, and
prepare to throw bridges across the miver. The I
Bavarian Corps moved on Remilly, the XI Corps
towards Donchérv, and the Wiirtemberg division to
the river further west, towards Meziéres. In second
line were the II Bavarian and the V Corps; while
the VI Corps and a cavalry division were a long dis-
tance in rear, on the line of the Alsne Away to the
left of the concentrated arwnics was the 6th Cavalry
Division advancing on Mezieres.

Starting from Remilly in the fog of the early morning,
the 4th Cavalry Division reconnoitred the south bank
of the river up to the gates of Sedan. As the fog lifted.
extensive camps of troops of all arms were seen to
the north of the fortress, and the horse artillery opened
fire on the railway line, and stopped all traflic. Donchéry
wag found unoccupied ; but progress further west was
stopped by infantty of Vinoy’s Corps advancing from
Mezidres.

The I Bavarian Corps had the task of keeping up
communications between the Meuse Army and the
Third Army. Bringing his Dbalieries into action on
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the hither slope of the river, (eneral von der Tann
drove off disconnected bodies of French from the low
grougd, and seized the railway bridge at Bazeilles.
A battalion pushed across to the village, but, unable
to maintain a footing, retired to the bridge, which was
carefully guarded. Two pontoon bridges were thrown
across a little higher up the river, and a portion of the
suburbs of Bazeilles were set on fire by Bavarian shells.

To the left ol the Bavarians, the XT Corps advanced
on Donchéry, destroyed the railway bridge above the
placé, and, holding the own with an advanced guard,
threw an additional pontoon bridge across the river.
On the extreme left, the Wiirtemberg and 6th Cavalry
Divisions came in contact with gome ot Vinoy's corps,
who were attempting to advance eastwards, In imme-
diate support of the leading troops were the V and
the II Bavarian Corps.

On the evening of the 31st the contending armies
were facing each other, with their advanced troops
in immediate contact. The boldly conceived flank
march of MacMahon had, owing to defective organi-
zation, completely failed. and his army now stoud
assembled in a curve round the small fortress of Sedan.
Opposite the French in their cramped position was
a victorious and numerically superior U(erman army,
deployed on a broad [ront.

With the Meuse Army advancing from the east,
and the Third Army from the south, the French
Marshal could searcely fail to recognize that the only
chance of safety lay in an inmediate retreat. That
the movement was dangerous and would entail an
attack in flank, was ob%ious ; but that ib was not riskecl
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can only be explained by the exhausted and demoralized
condition of the troops.

After their severe marches, it was ab first intended
to give the German forces a day’s rest: DBut when
it came to he congiderad that any delay could he turned
to better account by an encmy endeavouring to escape,
measures were taken to press to the attack the follow-
ing morning.

Leaving its strategical situalion out of
the cuestion, the position taken up by
the French Army was well calculated for
a stubborn defence. Towards the south and west
it was protected by the broad valley of the Meuse,
which, by damming the river, was completely under
water between Sedan and the west side of Bazeilles.
The unimportant little fortress was exposed to artillery
fire from the heights across the river, and could neither
contribute to the defence, nor serve as a rallying point
in case of digaster. The heights to the northward
attained their greatest elevation in the Calvaire d’llly,
where the two fronts of the army, one facing east
and the other north-west, were joined. The eastern
bonndary of the position was marked by the valley
of the Givonue, from the heights of which an effeclive
fire could be bLrought to bear on almost every point
of the opposite field of approach. Tn ifront of the
north-west portion of the battlefield lay the stream
flowing past the villages of Tlly and Floing. Con-
tinuous ranges of hills formed several ramparts of
defence, and ravines and depressions, in conjunetion
with the Bois de la (tarenne (a large woed that covered
the centre of the position from Calvaire d’Illy towards

French
Position
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Sedan) and other copses, afforded good cover. In
order to advance against the position from the west,
a defour had to be made round the bend of the Meuse,
on 4 road presenting the characteristics of a defile,
The strongly built village of Buzeilles aflorded a sup-
port to the eastern front; but ity salient position ren-
dered it liable to attack on two sides. In the triangle
between the Meuse, (ivonne, and Floing brook, the
army of Chilons, showing front on three sides, awaited
the German attack.
) In the early morning of September 1 the
c())fc%uoi?ggg 12th Corps stood on the heights above Balan
and La Moncelle, with a brigade advanced
towards Bazeilles. Turther to the northward lay the Ist
Clorps, facing east, on the high ground commanding the
Aivonne valley, and occupying the villages of Daigny and
Givonne. The 7th Corps, with two cavalry divisions,
wera facing north-west, between Floing and iy, With
the exception of two brigades posled in rear of the
flanks of the 7th Corps, the Sth Corps was posted as
a central reserve.

No special orders for the day were issued by the
French authorities, and it appears that a day of rest
was contemplated.

On the German side it was still expeeted

iﬁch that the French would endeavour fo retive
to Mezidres. Instructions were therefore

issued that the attack should be pressed at daybreak,
while the corps on ihe left of the Third Army would
cut off the only road of retrcat. To carry out these
views, the Meuse Army were to attack [rom the east-
ward, the Davarian orps from the south, while the
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V and XI Corps pushed forward across the Meuse,
and cut the line of retreat. It is evident from the lie
of the ground that two principal atlacks would be
made from the east and the west, while egress to the
south would be effectually prevented by a force, mainly
of artillery, on the other side of the Meusec.

The attack on Bagzeilles, which com-
menced on August 31, was renewed by
the I’ Bavarian Corps in the early morn-
ing of the next day. A dense fog rested over the
valley when the leading bhrigade crossed the Meuse
by the railway and pontoon bridges. The outskirts
of the village were unoccupied, and the garrison—a
brigade ol Marines—entirely surprised: The houses
in rear had been placed in a state of defence, and a
fluctuating street fight, that lasted some seven hours,
was carried on by both sides with great valour and
perseverance. At nine o’clock the artillery crossed
the bridges, and the whole of the Bavarian Corps was
engaged at Bazeilles and at La Moncelle, more to the
northward. The advanced guard of the XIT Corps.
from Douzy, drove the French from La Moncells, and
established communications with the Bavarians while
the two divisions of the IV Corps were hurrying up
in support. Buzeilles was finally captured shortly
after ten o’clock, by the troops of the I Bavarian Corps,
fifteen and a half of whose battalions had heen engaged in
the conflict, but the combat still raged in the outskirts.
Duerot and  Unfortunately for the Trench, Marshal

de Wim- MacMabon was wounded in the early morn-

flen e on the heights above Ta Moncelle
and handed over the command to (eneral Ducrot.

Attack on
Bazeilles
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Believing that an mamediate retreat on Mezidres was
necessary, orders were given at 7 a.m. for the prompt
assepblage of the army at Illy. The divisions in
second line were to move northwards, covered, as a
rear-guard, by the troops that were already engagoed.
Bearcely had the movement commenced, when Cleneral
de Wimpffen produced o sceret order from the War
Minister, authorizing him to take chiel command in
case of the disabilily of the Marshal,

De Wimpflen knew that the Crown DPrince had
crossed the Mewse at Donchéry, and considered the
retreat westward impracticable. Under-estimating
the forces of the Meuse Army, he was beut on the dia-
melrically opposile course of forcing his way through
to Carignan, to effect a junction with Bazaine. The
troops which had hegun to retirc had again to face
about, and a formidable attack was initiated against
La Moncelle and the ridge to the north of it. Mean-
while, shortly before Bazeilles was captured, a nweh-
needed support arrived from the leading division of
the XII Corps, and a vigorous offensive resulted in
the capture of the (tivonne valley as far as Daigny,
while a fomridable line of batteries formed on the
eastern heights. At the samc hour (ten o’clock) ihe
Guard Corps, which had taken the route through Villers-
Cernay, had the whole of its batteries in action, in
iwo main groups, on the more northern heights of
the Upper Givoune.

The first attempt of de Wimpten to break out enst-
ward had bLeen completely frustrated, amd the retreab
westward was :Llruad‘z' cub off by the advance of the
Third Ariny.



158 SAARBRUCK TO PARIS

Western  Im accordance with their orders to start

Attack ecarly, the XI Corps, lollowed by the V,

To2.m had crossed the Meuse at 6 a.m.. and pushed
furward from Donchéry to the Sedan-Vrigne-aux-
Dolg-Mezidres road. The Wiirtemberg Divigion crossed
lower down, and remained in observation towards
Blozieres, on the line of rilway. The advanced patrols
saw no sign ol the enecmy, and the heavy cannonade
in the direction of the Uivonne made it probable that
battle had been accepted in the Sedan position. The
(Crown Prince ordered an advance through the road-
defile leading on St. Menges, with a view to blocking
the exit westward, and eventually gaining Fleigneux,
and establishing communications with the Meuse Army,
The Wilrtemberg detachment was to protect the rear
of the corps from any attacle fromn Mezidree,

On emerging from the defile, the advanced infantry
drove French detachments out of St. Menges and
Floing, and the arlillery of the XI Corps formed up
on the heights facing the western French position.
The weak escort of cavalry and infantry was charged
by three regiments of French cavalry, which were
repulsed, chiefly by the rapid fire of the needle-gun,
In great disorder.

Thus at about ten o’cloclk-—the time when Bazeilles
was nearly captured and the offensive French move-
ment sgainst La Moncelle and Daigny checked—the
whole of the artillery of the XI Corps way in action,
blocking the road westward to Mezidres.

Powerful infantry columns, emerging Irom the defile.
were warching on Fleigneux, while the artillery of the
V Corps was advancing into action on the left of the
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already formed line of guns. The circle of firc around
the army of Chilons was cven now almost complete,
and, ylrom the German point of view, there only ze-
mained the prevention of a partial escape lowards
the Belgian frontier.

Southern During the atiacks that had been taking
Attack, place to the east and west, the II Bavarian
oam Corps had been advancing to the position

assigned to it south of Sedan. The © preat Davaiiun
battery ”” was united on the leights about Frenois
and Wadelincourt, and with the help of the corps
artillery of the IV Corps lurther eastward, effectively
barred any attempt to break out in a southerly direction.

The victory, in a sirategic sense, was already gained,
and it was now necessary to push the attacks on all
gides till the hopelessness of further resistance was
made apparent.

Bastern  Alter the capture of Bazeilles, a powerful

Attack  line of guns camwe into action to the west-

HISPmM ywa1d of La Moncelle, and a stubboinly
contested advauce was made towards the fortress.
Afded by reinforcements from the II Bavarians and
the IV Corps, the French were driven back to the
Fond de (ivonne and the outskirls of Balan.

The newly arrived Bavarian brigades succeeded
in taking and holding the village for a time. Though
forced to give way by a vigorous counter-attack abont
one o’clock, Balan was again retaken, and held to the
close of the battle.

The original orders of the Saxou ('rown Prince were
for the XII Corps to march to the heights by Iy,
andd, Jointly with the® Guurd Corps, to prevent au
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escape into Belgian territory. The Ist Bavarians
were to cover the movement by holding Daigny and
the Bols de (Garenne. The exhansting nature of the
fight al Bazeilles rendered this movement impossible,
and it was not till after noon that the 23rd Saxon
Division advanced up the valley on the western side.
Bubt between one and two o’clock, when the state of
affuirs near Daszeilles was not unfavourable, (General
de Wimpflen, reverting to his original plan, sent in-
structiony to all the force to assemble, in order to break
out towards Caricnan. The orders cither did not reach
the corps, or reached them too late, and the only result
wag that, at about thuee o’clock, two divisions advanced
from the Fond de Givonne over the ridge to the east-
ward.

With the support of the left, wing of the Guard Corps,
this attack on the marching Saxons was repelled, and
the hostile masses driven back to the plateau. As
soon as a firm footing was established on the heighls
west of Dailgny, the whole of the arlillery of the XII
Corps came into action. The spirit of the French
geemed utterly broken at this period, and hundreds
of prisoners were taken.

Farther to the north, the advanced troops of the
Guard Corps occupied Givonne without much difficulty ;
and the Guard cavalry, dashing up the valley, estab-
lished a connection with the Third Army, north of 1liy.
The Bois de Garenne still remained to be gained. A
heavy concentrated fice ol all the Guard batlerics
shelled the woods, and, under eover of the cannonade,
the ¥st (+nard Division in the valley climbed the western
heights shortly alter iwo o’clock. A wild scene of
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confugion ensued. Pressing forward on the east were
troops of the Guard and XII Corps, while from the
north and west portions of the Third Army were
closin’g”; in, Isolated bands offered stubborn resist-
ance, while others surrendered by thousands. It was
not till five o’clock that the hattle ceased, and the
main hody of the Corps of Guards gained the plateau
of Calvaire d’Illy.

Western  Lhe infantry of the Third Army gradually

Attack  emerged from the defile, and spread to

HI3PM: fhe northward, following the artillery. By
eleven o’clock the batteries of the V Corps were
massed on the high ground south of Fleigneux, to the
left of the artillery of the XI Corps, and a line of
twenty-six batteries crossed their fire with that of the
Guard batteries on the castern slope of the Givonne
valley. The effect was overwhelming. The fire com-
pletely dominated the open slope, and every attempt
by the French to advance was beaten back. Con-
stantly arriving reinforcements poured into the cap-
tured villages of Floing and Illy, while skirmishers
were pushing forward into the interval between
them.

De Wimpften, on realizing the serions nature of the
attack, ordersd reinforcements of the 5th and lat
('orps to the assistance of Douay, and rejoined the
12th Corps, which he found retiring before the Bavarian
attack on the other side of the battlefield, Help for
Douay was hmperative, and the resulting marching
and counter-marching wete executed on the grotnd
dominated by fire, both from east and west, of the
German artillery. The resulling confusion led (o the
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abandonment of the Calvaire d'Illy at two o’cleck,
and the retreat of many battalions into the insecure
cover of the Bois de Garenne. .

Of the troocps of the 7th Corps, one division still
maintained a strong position to the north of Cazal.
A vigorous abtack was made by some sevenleen bat-
talions of the V and XI Corps, which had gradually
been accumulated near Floing. and were now climbing
the steep slopes to the eastward. To arrest this move-
ment. General Ducrot orderrd Margueritte's cavalry
division 1o charge over the ground east of Floing, and
then, if possible, hy wheeling up, to take the enemy’s
advancing line in flank. Three times was the charge
tenewed, but, though the enemy’s skirmishers were
ridden through, the supports in Ine mowed down
the squadrons with such a withering fire that a breech
was nowhere made. The gallant charge of the French
cavalry rosulted in the loss of half their numbers, but,
could not change the fate of the day. The Prussian
infantry, which had lost but liltle in the interlude,
pressed forward and stormed (azal, while the French
diew off to their last refuge in the Bois de (iarenne.

Barly in the afternoon fugitives from all

lose of parts of the battlofield began flocking into
Sedan. After three o’clock the confusion was

so great that the demoralized French soldiery were
deaf to the remonstrances and heedless of the threats
of their officers. On the heights near Frénois the
Prussian King, to convince the enemy of the hope-
lessness of his position, ordered the Bavarian artillery
to concentrate their fire on the fortress. Pillars of
smoke soon rose in several places, and the Bavarian riflie-
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men were preparing to storm the Torcy gate, when
the white flag of swrender was hoisted.

Negotiations were carried on during the night, but
it was not till 11 a.n. the {ollowing day that the terms
were finally arranged for the disarmament and cap-
tivity of the entire French Army. The viclory cost
the German Army 460 officers and 8,300 men, while
the French losses amounted to 17,000 men, and were
chiefly due to the fire of the wtillery. During the
hatitle 21,000 prisoners were talen,and at the capmuh
tion 83,000 surrendered—a total of 104,000 prisoners
of war. The French troops were assembled on the
peninsula of Tges, formed by the bend of the Meuse.
The XI and I Bavarian Corps were told oft to escort
them westward in convoys of 2,000 men by the roads
to BEtain and Pont-&-Mousson, where they would he
talien charge of by the troops investing Metz, and
forwarded to Germany.

The main losses of the IFrench Army
were due to artillery fire, and Sedan was
essentially an artillery battle. With the exception
of the fighting at Bazeilles, the action of infantry was
deferred until the guns had produced their full effect.
The deployed batteries of the Vand X1 Corps had,
for a time, to defend their own front with fire, and
that they shounld have been allowed to emerge from
the road-defile of St. Menges with so little loss seemy
unaccountable, The attark from hoth sides of u
position of little depth led to a cross-fire, which offect-
ually checked the movements of the French from side
to side, while towanls the close of the battle there wa.
little refuge left from tle bursting shells.

Comments
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The German infantry fought almost entirely in open
order. To advance in column under the fire of the
superior French rifle was impossible. and the comgpany
columms in support could nol, for long, retain their
closed formations. The tactical lessons of the war
had already been learnt, and the dangers of open order
formations and intermingling ol unils were counter-
acted by the discipline and devotion of the men, and the
able control of the regimental officers.

The vigorous charges of the French cavalry had
but little eflect, and afford one more proof ol the olten
told tale that steady infantry has nothing to fear from
mounted men under the ordinary conditions of the
modern fire fight.

The ten days’ campaign against the army of Chalons
forms one of the most striking phases of the War of
Invasion. A second French army had assembled at
Chilons, while the whole of the German forces not
occupied with the investment of Metz were marching
on & hroad front towards Paris. The plan projected
by the French Ministry for the relief of Bazaine was
undoubtedly bold in its conceplion, though difficult
to defend on strategical grounds. To successlully
evade the attack of the advancing German force by
a flank march two conditions were necessary—sufficient
time to gain a fair start. and ample space to develop
the movement. On the day Chéilons was left, the
most northern Clerman corps was in the vicinity of
Verdun, and a march had to be effected hetween that
fortress and the Belgian [rontier, Assuming the
greatest expedition to have been used, it would have
been impossible, under ordinary -circumstances, to
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escape the notice of the cavalry of the Meuse Army,
and contact with the enemy would have taken place
somewhere in the vicinity of Montmédy or Etain.
If an’'extensive territory had existed to the northward,
it might have heen possible to make a wide detour
and thus escape observation; but the limited zone for
maneuvring forbade the hope of any such advantage.
To gain the requisite thme on the enemy, it was neces-
sary to draw him turther away from Metiz, either towardy
Paris or the south, or, hy a feint, deceive him as to the
projected movement. As it happened, the Clermnan
armies were in a central position, and able to take
advantage of the lesser dislances they had to traverse
on the interior lines they oceupied.

In addition to the strategical difficulties of the situa-
tion, the army of Chilons did not possess the degree
of preparedness for war that was necessary to the
requlrements demanded of it. Although stores of
provisions were collected at several points, the system
of distribution to the troops was defective, and caused
considerable distress. The supreme command was,
moreover, held in a state of indecision and hesitancy
ay to whether purely military considerationg, or the
fate of a dynasty, was to have the predominance. In
spite of these unlavourable circumstances, a pariial
success was ab one time hy no means impossible.

Although precious hours were lost in the movement
on Rheims and Rethel, vet on Augusl 253 a foree of
150,000 men was on the flank of the German advance,
and might, if expedition had been used, have beaten
in detail the northern corps ot the Meuse Army.

Whether Metz could Nave been reuched is a matier
b
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of opinion; but undoubtedly a well-timed sortie by
Bazaine wonld have given an hinpulse towards success.
To an army incapable, from its nature, of rapid
manceavring, the safest movement was a retirement
towards the fortified Capital, where a prolonged stand
might be counted on, and an investment rendered
nearly linpossible. As, however, in the political situa-
tion this course was forbidden, it would seem that a
retreat to the north-west towards Laon, drawing the
({erman armies alter il, would have been advisable.
Paris might have been left to defend itself (as it was
alterwards compelled to do) with the nucleus of regular
troops it possessed. The further advance of the
German forces would be endangered by the position
of a powerful field army on its flank, and, in any event,
time would be gained. The deplorable slowness of
the marching, and the insufficient scouting of cavalry
that led io the surprises at Nuuart and Beaumout,
have already been alluded to, and, combined with
the want of definite purpose in the supreme direction,
formed a series of secondary faults that conduced in
no small measure to the disastrous capitulation.
The unfortunate delay at Sedan on August 31 is
not easy to understand, The last decisive hours were
passed in apparent seli-delusion as to the hopelessness
of the situation. The retreal on Meziéres, according
to MacMahon’s opinion, would have been practicable
on the morning of September 1; but it is inexplicable
that, ag n precautionary measure, more care was not
taken in scouting with cavalry along the flank of the
projected movement, and destroying the bridges over
the Meuse, as well as securing the defile through which
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the army must pass. That MacMahon was woundad
in the early morning was unfortunate ; but no explana-
tion has been given as to the reason of the presence
of the Marshal in the front line of hattle. The whole
Head Quarter Staff, apparently, accompanied their
leader to Sedan, and thus left Ducrot w1thr>ut infor-
malion as to the state of affairs. As soon as the Tetire-
ment ordered by Ducrot had coumenced, de Wimpffen,
malking use of the secret order given him by the Minister
of War, assumed command, and sent the troops back
to their former positions, with a view to making a sally
to the ecastward. Neither commander appeared to
realize the exact situation. The numbers of the Glerman
forces were underestimated, and it was apparently
thought the whole attacking force was the Mouse
Army under the Crown Prince of Saxony. That the
Third Army, under the Crown Prince of Prussia, was
already on the field was not known till ihe battle was
virtually over.

It has been maintained that the (ferman strateyy
wasg over-cautious, and that a portion of their forces
might have been, after August 25. detached {owards
Paris. Tt is difficult, however to see that much advan-
tage would have bLeen gained. The Capital was too
strongly fortificd to have been taken by storm, and
the greal advantage of numerical superiority over the
sole French army in the field would have heen thrown
away.

The monner in which the strategical wheel of the
Glerman armies was carried out is worthy of detailed
study. As long as the flank moveweent of MacMahon
wasg zm;nrobable the adders only afiected the length of
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marches of the various corps, and not their direction.
When the relief of Bazaine scemed to be possible, the
orders issued prepared for a conversion to the riﬂght;
but it was only when accurate informalion ariived
that the troops started on the northward march. The
first movements were direcled to a concentration on
the eastern bank of the Meuse. and at the same time
lent themselves Lo the possibility of attack on the
western side of the river.

The system and style ol orders was very different
in the contending armies. On the one hand a con-
fident superior command gave general directions in
brief terms, and allowed subordinate leaders freedom
to act independently and carry oub the necessary
details. Opposed to this procedure was an under-
mined authority and over-centralized stafl system,
which attempted to deal in detail with all its army
units.
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Investment of Metz—Sortie of Augnst 26—DBattle of Nois.eville,
, August 3l—September 1—Comments—The Investment in
October—Sortie, October 7—The Capitulation—Comments.

THE movement of the Meuse and the Third
Investment Armies that resulted in the capitulation of

Sedan had left about one-half cf the German
forces stationary round Metz. The investment of the
fortress formed no part of the original plan of campaign,
and it had been intended merely to observe the place
with a division of reserve troops while the main advance
westward was taking place. The retirement of the army
of the Rhine within the circle of the detached forts
necessitated their being surrounded, and the army
prevented from breaking out to effect o junction with
the remaining French forces in the field.

The German corps bivouacked in the positions they
had attained on the night of Gravelotte, and pushed
forward the next day to an average distance of two miles
in front of the detached forts. Deducting the troops
of the newly-formed Meuse Army, there were available
for a blockade the entire First Army (I, V1L, and VIIL
Corps) : four corps of the Second Army (I, I, IX|
and X Corps); one reserve division, and two cavulry
divisions ; in all, a furce of 154,460 infantry, 14435

~ 1n
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cavalry, and 642 guns. The forces at Bazaine’s disposal
within the fortress were estimaled at about 200,000
men.

The X Corps occupied the wooded slopes of “the
lower Moselle to the northwards, while the II and
VI Corps were posted on the conquered battlefield
from St. Privat to Jussy. The VIL Corps was astride
the Upper Moselle, while the ITT and IX Corps, with a
cavalry division. lormed a general reserve to the west-
ward of the fortress. On the right bank of the river,
the reserve division was to the north-east. while the
1 Corps was spread over a wide curve extending from
Fuailly and Servigny to Ars Lacquencxy. Between the
1 and VII Corps, a [cavalry division formed s connect-
inglink. The foremost line of outposts embraced a cir-
cuit of over twenty-eight miles, and it was svident that
the resources of field fortification must be utilized, in
order to resist a serious attack. The ulterior object of
Bazaine being a march westward, the main bulk of the
forces were kept on the left bank of the river. The
following general principles were laid down for the
guidance of the corps commanders. Sorties to the
north and south were to be opposed in front by troops
holding the bridges, and attacked in flank by all avail-
able troops. Any attempt westward was to be resisted
energetically by all the troops on the left bank, while
an outbreak to the eastward, if vigorously pushed,
might be allowed to succeed.

The investing lines were rapidly put in a state of
defence, and behind them were made roads, communica-
tions, lines of telegraph, magazines, hospitals, and posts
of observation, As no attempt’ was made to break
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out for some days, the lines were graduvally pushed for-
ward, and the girdle of troops, occupying every point of
vantaqe, wag drawn togcthnr more tightly.

News of th: army of Chilons was now anmumy
expected. It was known that there was sceret communi-
cation between the two French armies ; and the German
Head Quarters was convineed that a plan was heing
formed of their junction along the northern irontier
ol France.

A telegram arrived on August 25 that Marshal
MacMahon had left Chélons ; ; bub his objective was not
known. Metz was also astir, and the traups were noticed
to be in constant movement to the north-east of the
fortress. Anticipating a possible sortie towards Thion-
ville, the German I and IX Corps moved northwards,
while the X Corps crossed some of its battalions to
the right bank of the river, in support of the Reserve
Division.

Bazaine, on August 19. had announced to the Emperor
his intention ol re-continuing hi> march westward by
the more northerly routes of Briey and Thionville,
and was under the impresssion that the atmy of Chlons
would advance towards Verdun to meet him. He deter-
mined, accordingly, tu retard the march of the cnemy
towards the Meuse by drawing the bulk of his forees
to the right bank of the river. If the projected sortie
had favourable results, he would be enabled to profit
by it in taking ground towards Thionville.

With this view, the greater portion of the
French forces were assembled by noon on
August, 26 to theteastward of Fort St. Julien.
The German advancéd posts were driven inj but no

»

Sortie,
Aug. 26
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farther measures were taken to forward a general
attack, and orders were issued for the troops to return
to their former positions. Tt appears that at a con-
fercnce oi the corps commanders 1t was decided that,
in consideration of the deficiency of ammunition and
the comparatively defenceless position of the forts,
it was inadvisable to continue the movement. The
whole affair may he considered as a demonstration, or
parade manceuvre, and Bazaine appears at the moment
to be influenced as much by political as by military
considerations. Ii seemed quite possible that au
army in Metz might yet play a decisive réle, either in
determining the terms of peace, or in threatening the
communications of an adversary pressing forward to
Paris. -

On the same night, the German Head Quarters
were roused with the news that MacMahon was marching
on Sedan, and that it was necessary to detach two army
corps from the investing forec to prevent him crossing
the Meuse. The II and III Corps were accordingly
detached to the westward, which weakened the investing
force, but it was known that the newly formed XTII
Corps was already within a short distance. Information
as to MacMahon’s march subsequently reached Bazaine,
and it seemed probable that a sortie would be attempted
without much further delay. An issue to the west
could not be forced, and there only remained the possible
courses of hreaking out Lo the south-east towards Belfort,
or to the northward towards Thionville, The latter
course entailed more danger and greater obstacles, but
the march would be in the direction of the army of
Chillons, whose approach was repdried.
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Battle of 01 the morning of August 31—the day on
Noisseville, which the army of Chélons reached Serdan

AUg- 13 _the army of the Rhine prepared to issue
fron) Metz. As the mist rose, long columns of troops
wero scen Lo be filing across the river, while large masses
appeared to be assembled near Tort St. Julien.

A number of pontoon bridges had heen thrown across
the Moselle below Metz, and it was anticipated that by
noon five French corps would be ready to attack the
section of the investing line from Retonfay to the river.
To oppose this sortie, there were in position only two
German divisions ; but in the morning Prince ¥rederick
Charles despatched reinforcements from the left to the
right bank of the Moselle, and Cencral Steiumetz
forwarded such iroops as could be dispensed with from
the weakly-held southern line of investment. The
divisions of the IX Corps were concentrated to the
northward in readwness to cross.

It was the intention of the Marshal to gain the neigh-
bourhood of Thionville by the road leading from the
platean of St. Barbe, as well as by the direct route
through Malroy, and at the same time, if necessary,
to maintain hig ground firmly on the left bank of the
Mosclle. By directing the sortie to the north-east, it
was his design to leave the adversary as long as possible
in doubt whether an attempt to break through to the
northward was contemplated, or whether it was intended
to sever the German communications lying to the south.
Tt was, morcover, necessary to gain ground in an castern
direction in order to secure the right flank of a direct
advance northward, as the German artillery from
Servigny swept, with™their fire, the plain as far as the

Al
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Moselle. The ground towards St. Barbe favoured the
deployment on a broad front of the French Army, and
as the Uermans were 1 weak force, a temporary success
was not unlikely. The ultimate result could nof he
foreseen, but the movement was decidedly hazardous.
The investing forces on the lelt bank would move for-
ward in a northerly dircetion, while the stall eflective
parts of Manteuffel’s troops wounld hang on the fanks
and rear. liveu should Bazaine gamn Thionville, any
wrther progress along the Luxemburg and Belgian
frontier would be subject to the attack, i flank, by the
butk of the German forces, The risk, however, had to
be faced, and there was the possible contingency of a
diversion being oftected by the advance eastward of the
army of Chilons.

The measures for assembling the French tioops on
the right bank of the Moselle have been criticized with
some severity. Every moment lost was to the advantage
of an adversary spread over a wide front. The 4th and
6th Corps crossed each other at the bridges, and did
not arrive at their positions till one o’clock. The Guard
did not come up till near three; the reserve artillery
tilll six ; and the cavairy till nine o’clock p.m. It was
not till after noon that Bazaine assembled his generals,
and gave the verbal instructions to advance to the
attack at two o'clock. Marshal le Bosuf, with the
3rd Corps, was to outflank the St. Barbe plalean from
the south, while the 4th Corps atiacked it in front.
The 2nd Corps was to follow the 3rd, and protect its
right flank in the advance. The 6th Corps was to push

forward on the direct Malroy road, while the Guard was
held back in reserve.
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The early aiternoon passed without any movement
of importance, and the Germans had retired part
of their reinforcements when, at four o’clock, the
heavy guns of Fort St. Julien preluded an general
attack.

It was evident that an attack was about to be made
on the $t. Barbe position held by the bulk of the [
Army Corps. Afler some ciscussion, it was decided
to fight on the front line of Servigny-Tailly, as the
ground aflorded better scope for the use of artillery.
A Landwelr brigade was ordered up from Auntilly (where
it was replaced by part of the IX Corps); while ten
batteries were brought into action in Iront of the
villages.

Behind a powerful line of batteries, the 4th French
Corps formed up for the attack on Servigny and Failly,
and in the artillery contest that ensued the German guns
obtained the mastery, and for a long time checked any
forward movement. Further to the south, the 3rd Corps
batteries formed up on both sides of the Valliére stream,
and the infantry, pressing forward with vigour, captured
Noisseville, Montoy, and Flanville, and forced back the
(rerman outposts further south.

While a partial success was being obtained in this
quarter of the field, determined attacks were being
made by the 4th Corps and a division of the 6th Corps,
and the German artillery was forced to retire from the
forward position in front of Servigny. The outskirts
of the village were carried, bul again retaken by »
counter-attack. The fight secmed mow everywhere
ended ; buk at nine o’clock a French division advanced
in the darkness without firing, and druve out th
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by a hand-to-hand fight. The nearest German troops
rushed to arms, and quickly repelled the intruders.

The German Ist Division at Servigny had maintained
its position against an enemy of superior strength # but
the French had penctrated the investment line further
south, and the capture of Noisseville seriously menaced
the flank of the troops on the St. Barbe plateau.

In expectation of a renewed attack, the
remainder of the IX Corps were passed
over to the right bank of the river, and posted one divi-
sion on the line Malroy-Failly, and the other in reserve
at St. Barbe, while a brigade was sent Irom Courcelles
northward, to reinforce the I Corps on its left.

Early in the morning, a Prussian brigade deployed on
the Saarlouis road, to prevent the further progress of the
enemy on the left flank of the 1st Division. When the
mist rose, a powerful artillery fire was directed on Noisse-
ville, and the village was subsequently carried by storm.
Twa French brigades now struck in, and drove out the
assallants. TFurther south, Montoy and Flanville were
captured, mainly through the effect of artillery fire.
CGtuns, both from the north and south, now commenced
to deploy in a great mass about Retonfay, and formed
a rampart against any further progress of the 2nd and
3rd French Corps. The combined fire of the German
batteries south of Servigny, on Noisseville, for some
two hours produced an enormous effect. The village
was everywhere in flames; the enemy’s guns in the
neighhourhood silenced; and every atiempt to bring
up fresh reinforcements checked. Towards eleven o’clock
the village was captured, and the fighting had died out
from the French right wing.

September I
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On the northern front, the 6th Corps made two fruit-
less attempts against Failly, while the 4th French Corps
resteg in their positions opposite Servigny. An advance
further west of Canrobert’s corps, alter a temporary
success, was driven back by the Reserve Division, sup-
patted by part of the IX Corps.  All fighting was broken
off by midday, and the French Army again retired within
the circle of the delached forts.

The army of the Rhine engaged at Noisseville
numbered aboub 120,000 men ; and to this was opposed
some 70,000 Germang, but of the combatants only about
half were actually under fire. The loss in killed and
wounded on each side amounted to about 3,000 men.
On the day of the capitulation of Sedan the remainder
of the French forces retired irom the battlefield to an
apparently hopeless detention in Metz.

According to his own statement, the
tardiness of Bazaine, when attacking on the
31stl, was due to a wish that as many of the Cerman
troops as possible should be drawn to the right bank
of theriver, hoth with the view of facilitating MacMahon's
movements, and preventing them from anticipating
him near Thionville on the left bank. ¥ow to reconcile
these views with the intentions of piercing the line of
investment, is not casy. It may, at all events, he
lairly concluded that the battle was waged throughout
in a half-hearted manner, with an ill-defined object,
and was, therefore, not likely to be attended with success.

Wherecas in all previous battles the (fermans had
played the part of assailants, the opportunity was now,
Tor the first time, alffowded them of testing the value
of their troops in a defensive struggle, The effect of

Comments
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magsed artillery and a superior fire discirline was again
strikingly exemplified. The French batteries were in
every case overpowered, and the infantry attack. held
in check. The bombardment of Noisseville revealed
the fact that under the modern firc of an adequate
numher of guns no village is tenable. Comparatively
little use was apparently made of shelter-trenches and
field entrenchments, and the defence of the infantry
was mainly characterized by its frequent and vigorous
counter-attacks. .

The line of investment had stood its first test. Tt
became evident that with a thorough method of com-
munication any attempt at breaking out would be met
by reinforcements acting on the flanks with telling effect.
It wasg not a rigid ring that encircled the enemy, but a
flexible chain, which, if it yielded to the onset of a force
at one point, clung with the more force to its flanks as it
advanced.

The In consequence of the ineffeclive sortie of
Investment Noigseville and the disaster at Sedan, it
in October pocame probable that the next effort for
deliverance would be made in a southerly direction.
Strassburg still held out; Belfort was not threatened ;
and a sally across the main (terman lines of communica-
tion presented obvious advantages. The investing corps
on the south and south-east were accordingly reinforced,
and the newly arrived XIIT Corps placed so as to cover
the roads down the valley of the Seille.

Meanwhile, the bheleagnered army maintained a
waiting attitude. The supplies for the regular garrison
and inhabitants were caleulated to last for months;
but for the army of the Rhine there was only sustenance

'y
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in store for some forty days, and therc was little forage
for the horses. The compulsory inactivity and the bad
weather dealt hardly, also, with the investing forces.
Tt had not yet been possible to provide snfficient shelter
for the troops on the wide circle of the blockade, and
over 40,000 men were in hospital. The supply of pro-
visions and forage for 200.000 men and 30,000 horses
was 2 work of difficulty, as the country in the vicinity
of the fortress had been cleared. A temporary abandon-
ment of the investment was contemplated ; but events
passed so quickly that this bold, but not very hazardous,
course was not carried out.

Early in September a distribution of horse flesh was
substitated in the fortress for the ordinary meat rations,
and it was evident that a passive resistance could not
long be prolonged. With a view to procuring what
seanty supplies there might be in the vicinity, sorties
were made in all directions from the 22nd to the 27th
of the month. Tn this species ol petty warlare the
French soldiers displayed great dexterity, and their
experience in Africa, Mexico, and the colonies proved of
service. In proportion as the blockade continued, the
chance of breaking out grew less. The energy and fitness
for work of the troops were irapaired ; the horses were
diminishing in number, and the entrenchments round the
fortress were daily inereasing in strength.

By the end of the month, Strassburg and Toul hal
fallen. and it appeared, in consequence, probuble that
any future sorties would be directed to the northward,
Thegarrison of Thionville had been displaying cspecial
actlwtv in scouring tlu, country for stores, and the
fortress would form®un important rallying point, if
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the line of investment could be broken. The troops
before Thionville were accordingly reinforced, and the
corps blockading Metz increased their strength on the
northern vide, "
Under cover of the fire of the forts, the French estah-
lished themselves firmly in Lessy and Ladonchamps, on
October 2, and made preparations for a sortie in force
on the 7th instant.
) The attack towards Bellevue, on the left
%‘ftt'“fl’ bank of the river, was made with great
impetuosity, and the combat raged along the
full breadih of the Moselle valley, Bazaine apparently
at first intended to brealk through with part of his troops,
but his heart failed him at the lagt. The reserves were
not pushed into the fight, and at nightfall the Ctermens
reoccupled the outpost line, and retained their positions.
1t is possible that the soriie was only a tentative
preliminary to a real effort to break through ; but the
heavy losses sustained, combined with the bad weather,
rendered it unlikely that any further sortie would bhe
attended with success.
) As a result of a council of war, held on
T&‘ia%?;;' October 10, it was decided that an attempt
should be made to gain honourable terms of
gurrender, and, 1f unacceptable conditions were imposed,
to make a final, desperate effort to escape. Owing to
the fall of the Empire, and the absence of any stable
(Hovernment in the country, negotiations as to the
terms of peace were carried on for some days., Defeated
in the open, then invested and driven back in every
atterapt to break through, the French Army had at last
to accept the unwelcome conditions offered it, there
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being no choice between surrender and starvation.
By the terms of the capitulation, signed on October 27,
the whole army of the Rhine, 173,000 strong, hecame
prisdners of war. and the fortress of Metz, with all ita
stores and matériel delivered over into the hands of the
congquerors,

The investment of an army of 170,000
men in a powerful fortress by a lorce but
little stronger than ilsell seems a matter requiring
explanation. With 130,000 men available to take the
field from a central position against a line of investment
33 miles in extent, it is obvious that mmmerical superiority
at aay one point could always be gained. Tt had
hithetto been laid down that a large entrenched camp,
protected by permanent detached forts, and possessed
of a jowerful field army could only with difficulty he
invested by a force at least three times the strength
of the garrison. Modern conditions of warfare have,
however, modified these views—chicfly from the great
defensive power of the present firearms when combined
with eath entrenchments, and the facilities for massing
troops «fforded by telegraphs and railways. When the
ground is [avourable for investment, it seems feasible
to bloctade an army with a force less than double its
strengtl, provided sufficient time iy allowed to throw
up woxs of circumvallation. On the other hand, it
appearsthat fortresses have lost their value as a protec-
tion tos large field army. The works, temporary or
permannt, may enable a force to gain time in its resist-
ance, bit it does so ab the expense of its mobility, A
great amp has a sort of magnetic atbraction to a
weakend army ; but delay within the circle of ity en-

Comments
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trenchments leads to disaster. For an army in the feld,
the true value of a fortress lies in its forming a pivot of
manceuvre and base of supply, and it should not be
used as a base of refuge,

If ol necessity an army is driven within a fortified
camp, it would seem that its main object should be so
to use its position as Lo render a complete investment
impossible; in other words, to wage a series of offenave
battles at the commencement of the blockade. By
holding the ground gained in each eflort till the mass
of investing troops came to the attack, and then tacing
the offensive against another portion of the investing
circle, on the interior lines naturally possessed by the
besieged. a blockade by any but very superior forces
would be rendered very difficult. %

So far in the case of large armies ; but if an entrmched
cawp has, besides its garrison, an effective and mobile
field force of the strength of an army corps it wiuld be
apparent that, on account of the ground to be wovered,
the investment would have to be carried out bya large
number of troops. According to these views, 3azaine,
when once within the area of the detached foge, had
two courses open to him; either to pierce the lines of
investment, and gain the open country (leaving s power-
ful and mobile garrison behind him), or to take such
vigorous measures after August 18 as to prewent the
effectual closing of the blockading lines.

The battle of Noisseville appears the only serious
effort that was undertaken ; but the successe: e;a'med
in it were not iolloweddup, nor was the superbrity in
numbers of the French [orces uglhzed Had te Staff
been more able, the concentration of troops might have
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been completed early on the morning of August 31,
and there would have been a whole day available for
forcing the German lines. To commence al four o’clock
in the afternoon a battle in which, above all, time and
celerity of movement were indispensable, points some-
what clearly to a wantof defined purpose in the chief
command, Whether the direction of the intended
movement towards Thionville was judicious or not iy
a matter of opinion. Had Bazaine gained thal fortress,
ib-is undoubted that the strong (ferman force on the
left bank of the Moselle would have followed him and
forced him to give battle in a position critically near the
Luxemburg frontier.

The most feasible quarter for a sortie scems to have
been the south-east ; and that an effort in this direction
could not have heen stopped—at all events at the
commencement of the investment—seems evident
enough from the perusal of the German orders. Even
if the trains had been left behind, the French Army would
traverse the main German lines of communication,
and could obtain supplies of stores and provisions;
while such a movement would cause the greatest em-
barrassment to the encmy. What would have been the
ultimate fate of the escaped army it is difficuit to cun-
jecture ; but assuming the worst, it would not entail the
loss of the Metz forts.

. The charge of treason made against Bazaine has
scarcely been proved ; but at the vame time it cannot
be denied that his despatches to MacMahon after (irave-
lotte were ruisleading, and conveyed an idea which he
had little intention pf.carrying out. The whole tenor
of his conduct in the defective arrangements made fur
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passing his {roops from one bank of the river to the other;
the deliberate concealment of his knowledge of the
movements of the army of Chilons and the deceptive
statements about lack of warlike stores, lead inevitibly
to the conclusion that he had at no time any strong
desire to quib the viciniby of the detached forts. Whether
this tendency to immobility resulted from any political
plans for personal aggrandisement, or was merely the
natural consequence of fearing to lose, by deleat, an
already acquired military reputation, is & matter for
dispute. It is surely unnecessary to impute the dis-
graceful charge of betraying his country to the dis-
tinguished French Marshal A man by nature confident;,
paralyged by the untoward course of events, unable
to cope with surrounding difficulties, wuwilling to
admit, even lo himseli, that he was unequal to the
situation, might take refuge in the half-hearted policy
of remaining quiet till fortune again smiled upon him.
The congequences, however, were most disastrous.
MacMahon would undoubtedly have not undertaken
his perilous flank march unless he had heen agsured
of the co-operation of the army of the Rhine. Hven,
however, if a union had been effected in the vicinity
of the Lower Meuse, the position would still have been
mogt eritical, in view of the nature of the country and
the close proximity of the Belgian frontier.
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Fallof the Timpire—Defences of Paris—German Plan of Opeiation , —
Retreat of Vinoy—March on Patts—EInvestment of Pari-—
Plan for s Reduction—Comments—Beduction of Tonl'—
Siege of Strassbuzg—Comments,

As aresull of the catasirophe of Nedan, the
Fglélgifmthe Trench Empire was overturned by a bloodless

revolution on September £, and a Provisional
Government formed for the National Defence, uader the
presidency of General Trochu. * War to the bitter end ”
way its motto, and the entire nation was to be called
to arms. Not a mile of tervitory, nut a stone of the
fortresses was to be ceded to the enemy.

With the army of the Rhine invested in
Metz, and the army of Chélons prisoness,
the only immediate bulwazk of defence was
Paris. SBurrounded on two sides by a complex water-
line, and on the remaining circumference by a double
rampart of hills, the natural defensive power of the
Capital was great. Exclusive of the inner bastioned
line, the city was suntounded by a girdle of sixbeen
detached forts of poweirful type, which, however,
possessed the disadvantage of being situated on the inner
range of hills, and tou near the enceinte to fulfil modern
conditions. Severs] works were designed for the
outer range of heights, but as time did ngt admit of

* 180 wd

Defences
of Paris



180 SAARDRUCK TO PARIS

their completion or occupation, these commanding
positions were av the service of an enemy.
Energetic measures were at once taken to complete
the armament of the forts and increasc their powers
by the addition of naval guns of large calibre.
Inclusive of the 13th and newly formed 14th Corps,
marines, coastguards, police, ete,, the regular forces
of the garrison amountel to 80,000 men. Besides these,
in second line, were 115,000 Garde Mobiles, and 130
baitalions of National Guards. On the Seine were
some floating hatteries and gunboats, while armour-
plated trucks were ready lor use on the railroads
Paris was the hase of supply for the army of the
Rhine; but as soon as il was threatencd, vasl stores
were added for the victualling of the city. Amongst
other items were 3,000 oxen, 6,000 swine, and 180,000
sheep ; and the Capital with its 2,000,000 inhabitants.
might well calewlate on holding out for several weeka.
On the German side there were many difficulties to
overcome. A large portion of its army was occupied
in investing Metz, Strassburg, and the numerous small
fortresses that blocked the lines of communications.
The transport and guarding of some 200,000 prisoners
required the services of many men; while the losses
in fighting, especially of officers, could not easily be
replaced. Every advance forward demanded more
men to protect the lines of rail and supply, and after
Sedan not more than 150,000 troops were available {or
field operations. Tt was evident, however, that the
objective must now be Paris; and on the very day of
the capitulation of the army of Chdlons dispositions
were made.for the renewal of the advance westwards.
™,
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German  There was no hesitation as to the proper

Plan of military course to pursue after Sedan, The
Operations o uction of the Capital was the only means
of @vercoming opposition in a country so strongly
centralized as France, and it would al the same time
ensure a guarantee for the execution of the desired
Treaty of Peace.

The first thing to be done was to open cub from the
closely concentrated posibions, and enable the two armics
to advance on a broad front to Paris, north and souih of
the Marne. By the change of direction initiated on
Augnst 25, the lines of supply had been inverted, and
1t was desirable that each corps should recover its trains
as soon as possible,

The advance westward of the Meuse Army was checked
until the Third Army made two long marches to the
Marne, their right passing by Rethel and Rheims. As
soon as their front was cleared, the Meuse Army advanced
weslwards towards Laon ; while the Third Army, south
of the Marne, made short marcles, so as to allow all
the corps to come up into line. No opposition by large
bodies of troops was to be expected, but the cavalcy
divisions were to scout far to the front, and to be sup-
ported by horse artillery, and infantry carried in carts.

The only regular French troops in the field

0?‘{;{5;‘; were Vinoy’s 13th Corps, which had been

hurried up to Mezidres, and of which only

one brigade had been engaged on the day of Sedan.

On hearing of the issue of the batile, the General,

alter enjoining the strictest diseipline, made a night

march towards Rethel, which he expected to find oceu-

pied by one of his divisions. In the earl_y;yrning of
L] g
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September 2, the French troops came in contact with
the scouts of the 5th and 6th GGerman Cavalry Divisions ;
but it was not il he was within seven miles of Rethel
that he learnt it was in hostile possession. Turniny off
to the westward, he determined to escape towards Laon
the lollowing night, and eventually, with the whole of
his corps, reached Paris.

The German Cencral at Rethel, meanwhile, being
warned of the enemy’s approach, marched to the north-
ward; and on the forenoon of September 3 a French
and German division had passed each other, travelling
in opposite directions, within a distance of about four
miles.

That the hasty retreat of Vinoy remained unobserved
and unchecked was due to an order sent to the cavalry
divisions and the VI Corps to at once advance on
Rheims, where a large force of the enemy was (falsely)
reported to be assembling.

On September 15 the three corps of the

of%ﬂ_’ls Meuse Army north of theMarne, together with

three corps of the Third Army south of the

river, oceupicd a line thirty miles cast of Paris, extending

Irom Villers-Cotterets to Rozoy. Each army was pre-

ceded by two cavalry divisions; while coming up in

rear of the Third Army were the two corps which had

conveyed the prisoners of Sedan to the vicinity of Metz,
and the Wiirtemberg division.

The orders issued from the Head Quarters at Meaux
charged the Meuse Army with the investment to the
northward, in a wide arc extending from the Marne,
above Paris, to the Seinc, below it. The Third Army
was to adgance its lell across the Seine as the troops
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in rear came up; and to send forward its cavalry to
establish connection west of Paris with the Meuse Army,
and at the same time reconnoitre towards the Loire.
Shoald any attempt to relieve the city he made Iram the
southward, the investment was to be left temporarily
to weak detachments, while the bulk of the Third Ariny
advanced to a distance of not more than one or two
days’ march to meet the enemy.

The march of the troops on the north side ot Paris
met with no interruption except that caused by the
repair of bridges, and the investment was completed
by the Meuse Army without opposition.

On the 18th the V Corps of the Third Army had
crossed the Seine at Villeneuve St. Georges, followed
by a portion of the VI Uorps; while, further south,
the II Bavarians weie on the flank. Some troops
of the advanced guard of the column nearest Paris
metl detachments of the 14th French Corps, and drove
them back to Bicétre, on the edge of the Chatillon
Platean. Knowing the importance of the oufer heighis,
General Ducrot determined to hold possession of them,
and in vain appealed for the 13th Corps to be placed
under his orders.

Early on the 19th, when the 9th Division

Ccol?;}:izlllto;t (V Corps) was continuing its advance on

Versailles, it was attacked by the superior
forces of Ducrot in the outpost position it held on the
Chatillon Plateau. The nearest troops were pushed up
in support, and the remainder of the V Corps arrested
in its march, Meanwhile, the leading division of the
II Bavarians was moving northwards towards Paris
from Long Jumeau, 3nd a combined attack in front and

AN
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flank drove back the enemy in disorder. Some further
resistance was offered to the advance towards Paris
of the Bavarians; but in the afternoon the redoubt of
Chatillon and all the recently erected earthworks on
the plateau were in the hands of the German iroops,
while the V Corps succeeded in reaching its destina-
tion at Versailles. By the evening, the cavalry
favestment had joined lands on the Seine with their
comrades of the Meuse Army, and the in-
vestment was complete. The six Army Corps now
occupied a circle some fifty miles in cireumierence, with
their outposts, in some cases, within the range of the
guns of the detached forts. The division of the investing
line into seclions, the assignments of troop for defence,
and the strengthening of the pomtions by field fortifica-
tion, were matters that were arranged without delay.
Owing to the impossibility of filling up the casnalties
that had occurred during the rapid advance from the
frontier, the German corps were much under strength,
and the entire investing force did not, at first, amount
to more than 147,000 men, with 622 guns. The numbers
allowed for little more than one infantry soldier to a
pace; and the investment must be admitted to have
been a bold undertaking. The only alternative, how-
ever, was to storm the place, and try to force an entry
with the aid of the field guns, The strength of the outer
works and enceinte made the success of such a proceeding
improbable ; and to attempt an assault might have led
to disastrous results. A defeat would give fresh spiril
and impulse to the organization of resistance throughout
the country., 1t is difficult to understand the weak
effort m@g}e bo prevent the closing of the investing
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lines. The troops under Ducrot did not amount to
more than 28,000 men, and this seews u meagre per-
centage of the force available in Paris. When once
oy ::ns for invested,' the guest;ion remained as to the
Reduction 0anner in which the reduction had to he
carried out. To trust to the gradual effects
of a blockade, and allow hunger to do its work ; attack
in a regular manner one of the sides; destroy the forts
by artillery ; or bowbard the town, were measures
open to discussion, The decision rested mainly on
two points: the means of resistance possessed by the
besieged, and the weapons of offence procursble by
the investing armies.

It was assamed that the defending force would
naturally increase daily in military efficiency, and
eventually be available for powerful sorties. No
certain data could be arrived at with regard to the supply
of food ; but the best informed cstimated that, with the
most rigid economy, provisions might last for ten weeks.

As regards the military force, it was evident that
more troops were necessary to maintain a strict block-
ade. The corps would have to be filled up to their fuil
strength, and the immediate presence of the XI and
I Bavarian Corps from Sedan was most desirable.

Before commencing an attack, or bombardment, it
would be necessary to procure a siege train, which
would have to be forwarded from the Rhine. This,
however, could not be effected until after the capture
of Toul—a small fortress which effectually barred the
ouly available line of rail. Additional difficulties were
interposed by the blowing in of the milway tunnels
near Paris, which would necessitate, for a ?fngthemd

o
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period, the transport of ordnance stores in country
carts. Pending the restoration of the line, great diffi-
culty would be experienced in feeding the investing
troops, and the armies would have to live ior a t™me,
as 1l were, from hand to mouth, till reserve magazines
were established. Resulting from these considerationg
a rosolution was lormed to continue an effective block-
ade as long as possible, and proceed finally, if neces-
sary, to an attack by force. I the latter measure
could not be dispensed with, it was decided that the
effort should be made against a portion of the south
front defended by the forts of Issy and Vanves. Bom-
barding the city would entail an enormous expenditure
of ammunition, hesides arousing a feeling of indignation
throughout Europe. [Even were it used merely to exert
a final pressure on the inhabitants, its influence would
be more effectual when a long blockade had shaken the
resolution of a timid populace.

Measures were accordingly taken to thoroughly fortify
the circle of investment. Redoubts, gun-pits, block-
houses, and all kinds of obstacles were speedily con-
structed ; villages, isolated houses and walls pul in
a state of defence; good communications opened up
in rear of the whole line; and ample bomb-proof cover
provided for the outposts. Observatories were also
raised at suitable points, and connected by telegraph
with the several headquarters,

Within a few days after the investment
Comments 4o position of the blockading troops was
appreciably strengthened by the fall of Toul and
Strassburg.

The Ggrman Army had now pushed forward like a
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wedge into the heart of France ; and the foree investing
Paris was connected with the frontier by a long, narrow
and exhausted strip of country. Trrespective of warlike
stores, the armies had to be supplied with {ood from the
Fatherland, and every effort had to be dirccted to olitain-
ing through railway communication.

The repair of the railway from Saarbricken to Cour-
celles was o matter of little difficulty, and traffic on it
was resumed even belore the investment of Melz, To
conneet this line with Nancy, a loop was made from
Remilly to Pont-i-Mousson, which was finished by the
middle of September. Progress further to the west
was blocked by the fortress ol Toul, the reduction of
which became a matter of the first importance.

) The place had been invested by Ftappen
Reduction tra0ps of the Third Army, and shelled by field
guns without any particular effert.  As soon
as the danger of a landing on the North German coast
was no longer feared, the 17th Division, in combmation
with a Landwehr Division, was formed into a XIII Corps
which, after a short sojourn at Metz, was ordered to
reduce Toul and occupy the country between Metz and
Paris. The bombardment by the field artillery of the
17th Division was ineffective; and it was not till a
number of siege guns were brought into action that the
place surrendered on September 23. The lines from
Saarbriicken vii Remilly and Pont-i-Mousson and
Weissenburg through Naney were thus available for
traffic up to within eight miles of Paris.

The network of railways ronnd Paris had gradually
to De cleared and repaired, as well as the main lines
down the vallevs of tTw Seine and Aube. Thig, however,
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would be a matter of time, and meanwhile the reduction
of Strassburg became an object ol primary importance.
) Immediately after the vietory of Woerth
Stffs%i‘ffg the Baden Division had been detached south-
ward to invest the city, which commanded

the railway, and was a standing menace to Southern
Germany. As the armies moved [urther west it became
necessary to hesiege the fortress; and in the course of
a few days the investing lroops were strengthened by
the Guard Landwehr and 1st Reserve Division, together
with a regular siege tramn—-a total strength of 40,000
men, The defences of the fortress had been neglected
in a most inexplicable manner, and consternation was
great when the crowds of fugitives from Woerth thronged
mto the town. The garrison consisted of bul a single
regiment of the line; but with the addition of some
fourth battalions, reserve detachments, and stragglers
from MacMahon’s force, Mobiles and National Guards,
was Increased to some 23,000 men, amongst whom
there were no Engincer troops. Aware ol the incomplete
nature of the defences and the weakness of the garrison,
General von Werder determined to force the town to
surrender by means of a bombaidment by both field
and siege guns. Fire was opened on the night of
Angust 24, and though directed against barracks,
magazines, and government buildings caused great
damage to private property, and set the town on fire in
many places. After the second day of the bombard-
ment it became evident [that regular siege operations
would have to be resorted to, and the first parallel was
opened cloge o the glacis on August 29, Under the

protectiowm powerfnl siege guns the approaches,
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in spite of repeated sortics, were pushed up to the main
walls, and on September 27, after a siege of thirty days,
the white flag was seen to fly from the Cathedral tower.
Ths fall of Strassburg released another railway line,
which was used to bring up the Guard Landwehr Division
to the army investing Paris. A Regerve Divigion way
lef in garrison of the captured fortress, and a new Arny
Corps (XIV) Iormed, which, under the command of
General Werder, marched townzds the Upper Seine.

The chanres of a prolonged resistance
seemed, at this period, to be almost hopeless,
Metz and Paris were invested by powerful aruies;
Strassburg and the minor foriresses had capitulated ;
the German Reserves were pushing forwaid tn occupy
the concquered territory ; and the broad zone of country
extending from the Rhine to Paris was held by a ndllion
armed men. There were very few regular French froops
availlable for field operations, a great scarcity of horses,
and a complete deatth of warlike stores. On the other
hand, it might be fairly presumed that the Capital was
capable of holding out for a sufficient time to enable
provincial levies to be raised in the more remote parts of
the country. The army of Bazaine retained around it
a large proportion of the invading {orees, and its active
co-operation might, under certain contingencies, he
looked for. The lines of ({erman eommunication were
long and vuluerable, and traverserd, at many places,
a country well adapted for offensive measures and
partisan warfare.

In a rich and populous conntry, animated by o spirit
of patriotism, il was clear that large levies might he
raised in a compdratively short time; bubt to what

Comments
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extent they would be able to make head agamst the
regular froops of the invader was a matter of doubt
By attributing their disasters solely to treachery and
political causes, the spirit of the nation had been raised ;
and their hopes of a possibly successful issue were
further influenced by memories of the result of the
general risings in 1793. The Government of the
National Defence procecded to take immediate measures
for the defence of the country, and sent, about the
middle of September, to Tours a number of authorized
delegates, to whose measures a vigorous impulse was
given by the subsequent addition of Gambetta—one
of the most energetic of the new 1éyime.

Men, matériel, and organization were wanling. The
cadres of officers had to be filled by many who had never
served, and the whole Stafl and administrative services
had to be extemporized. A small nucleus of regular
troops was obtained by assembling the residue of the
Reserves, recruits from the various depbts, refugees from
the {rontier, and all the old retired soldiers in the country.
Besides the (fardes Mobiles, a portion of the Sedentary
Guard was mobilized, the formation of volunteer corps
legalized, and (after the surrender ol Metz) a general
levy decreed of all able-bodied men, without distinction,
between twenty and forty years of age. These stringent
measures resulted in the raising of a force of nearly
700,000 men, who were able to keep the field agawnst
the enemy for a period, fom first to last, of aboub
four months. By liberal contracts, the formation of new
argenals, and a general appeal to the patriotism of the
mercantile classes, the necessary supply of guns, ammuni-
tion, cluthing, and all warlike stores was rapidly collected.
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To effect the more speedy instruction of the new
levies, several camps were formed throughout the
country : & useful meagure, which the rapid march of
everts did not permit of being fully utilized. For the
purposes of local delence, the country was divided into
four large commands—in the north, west, contre, and
eastern districts. As the available eftectives gradually
inereased, army corps were organized, and eventually
grouped into the provincial aimies which played so
conspicuous a part in the latter portion of the campaign
against the Republic.  The main object of all the newly-
formed armies was to raise the siege of Paris; and to
eftect this, directly or indirectly, was the aim of every
strategic plan. Paris was [France; and the extra-
ordinary fictitious value placed upon the Capital must
not be lost sight of in studying the operations, in the
provinces, of an armed people opposed to a regular
soldiery.

The news of the surrender of the forces of Bazaine
spread consternation throughout France. With the
Capital invested and the entire Regular Army made
prisoners of war, the situation appeared desperate,
The Provisional Government assembled at Tours in
the middle of September had, with a view to exciting
the spirit of the nation, painted the position of the army
of the Rhine in most glowing colours, and the utter
collapse of their imaginative hopes was the more
painful.

Futile endeavours o abtain peace were mule at the
end of October; but the pride of the French nation was
not sufliciently hum])ltd to allow the aecsptance ot the
unweleome conditions offered, and a stern spirit of
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resistance to the bitter end was engendered throughout
the provinees. The entire north-east of France (with the
exception of a few fortresses) was in the hands of the
invader, and his whole aitention was directed toathe
capture of the Capital, and the repulsion of any eflort
to obtain its relief. The capitulation of Metz released
for service the greater part of the two armics that
originally crossed the fronticr. The three corps of the
Tirst Army were enabled to cover the investment ol the
Capital from the north, while four corps of the Second
Army, under Prince Frederick Charles, were ordered to
advance to the Middle Loire, and deal with the levies
that were there being hastily raised.

Reviewing the position for the moment, it will be
seen thatl the Glerman armies had swept across France
and occupied » wide extent of country round the
Capital. From the enormous numbers of men brought
into the field, it is apparent that the regions they passed
through must have been denuded of provisions, and that
it was incumbent to fall back for, at all events, some of
the supplies on the Father country. Tomeet this con-
lingency, a general Etappen Inspection was appointed
to each of the armies in the field, with the duty of main-
taining order on the lines of communication, and collect-
ing and forwarding supplies, and removing sick and
wounded to Germany. As the armies advanced, large
magazines were formed at the principal stations aloug
the lines of railway. These, again, were, for convenience
of issue, connceted with smaller dep6t, the most ad-
vonced of which were one day’s march in vear of the
troops. The available resources of the country were
collected at these several points, ind from them trans-
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ferred, by a regular chain of civilian and military trans-
port, to the units of the forces in the field. As the
armies advanced westward, and the region traversed
became exhausted, recourse had to he made to Germany
to forward the requisite supplies. A consideration of
the facts will make opparent the prominent purt
played by railways in this campaign, and show how very
dependent the various military operations were upon
the lines of supply. The trveps before Paris were at
vne time dependent for their daily lood on a single line
of railway; and the cutting of this line by an eneruy
for a very short period would inevitably entail the
raising of the investment.

The lines of road and rail were generally guarded by
men of the Landwehr, and the security of the occupied
digtricts maintained by an administration with supreme
military and civil powers,

With the capture of practically the whole of the
regular French forces, the first phase of the campaign
terminated. In the provinces the war was continued ;
but the result of the national rising could be {orccast
without difficulbty. Against the well-trained and war-
experienced soldiers of the North German Confederation,
the combat of the numerous, but undisciplined provincial
levies could lead to hut one result, The war, carried
on with such a vast expenditure of national foree on
both sides, came to an end in the comparatively short
period of seven wmonths.

THE T.ND
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GerMaN FinLp Forems v Aogust, 1870, unprr CoM-
MAND or H.M., King WiLLIAM or Prussia. 5
CHIEF OF STArFr—(ENERAL V. MornTk,
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2 . Bat- ! Seawl-

,
Vtaltons | rons tiam,
i

1

VIL Coips {Gen. v. Zus- 1
rest Ariny { }

trow)
(Cron. v. Sleuimets)

VIEL ,, (Gon, v, (’nmlan a0 i 180
3rd Cavalty Division

Gnard Corps (Punce  of
Wurtewhbery)

111 Corps (Gen. v. Alvens-
leben. I1.)

IV, (Gen.v.Alvena-

. laeben [.)
Second Army
(Prince Frederek - I, (Gertl' yo Man- 156 148 3 L
Charlas) X stewn)

» (Gen. v. Vougts-
~ Rhetz)

XII ,, (Crown Prnce
. of Saxony}
5th Cavalry Division
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V' Corps (Gon. v. Kureh-
. bach)
itl s {Gen v. Bose)

Third Army Bav. Corpa (Gen. v, d.

(Crown Prmee’ot ypp ((1}31?.11\)1. s 1o 480
Prussia) Hartmann)
Wurtemberg Dhvision
Baden -

\4th Cavalry  ,,

(1 Qorps (Gen. v. Man-

teutiel)
IT o (Gen. v Trans
seeky)
VI b (e, v. Tumnp-
hing)
Reinforcoments < :151; Cavalry Division v 140 £08) 478
2nd »

L[7th Infm;try oo
Guard Landwehr Division

1at, N » 1
ngd " » !
\drd |, w "
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TH];, Torsn GERMA

Noith German

Confedoration
Bavaria
Wurtemberg
Beden

Taotal

APPENDIX

Avuagust, 1870

¥ Forcos AVATLABLL FOR WAR IN

Lield Aimy Garrigon wnd Depot Iroops| Lffcetive Strongth,
™tluding

——t e | e | Non Combatants
Inmnmylcxmlu Guns | Infantry | Cavliy fg’é;’é‘l Mean | Tlorets
386,600 | 48,000 | 1,284 | 237,700 22,400 408 | 982,064 |200,403
50 060 5,500\ 192| 9%8,800| 1,800F 24 | 128,064 24,086
15,000 1,600 541 %,000 acof 12 J7,180| 8,878
11,700 l,ﬂ(l()’ 54| 13000 Mo 18 36,181 8,083
462,300' 56,800. 1,58-L1 207,500 | 25,800 462 (1,183,389 206,373

FrencH Ficib Forczs oN Jury 31 uvxDER CoMMAND
OF Tor EMPEROR NAPOLEON.

Cmior or Starr—MarsualL Lo Baor

Bat |Squad _— Btrength
ph 118 1Ll
talions %ons Guns leuses -
Men | Horses
Tmperial Guard 24 1 24 60 { 12 | 40,231 | 8,045
Ist Corps (MaoMahon) | 52 28 06 24 | 25,884 | 4,74
2nd ,, (Frossard) 39 18 72 18 137,796 | 7,984
3rd ,, (Dazame) 52 28 96 24 | 28,601 5,459
4th ,, (Ladmurault)} 39 16 72 18 | 24,780 | 4,188
oth ,, (De Faully) | 89 1t 72 18 | 33,701 | 4,831
Bth ,, (Canrobert) 49 24 114 6 | 20,341 3,706
Tth ,, (Dousy, F) 38 20 72 18 | 21,697 6,883
Cavalry Reserve — | 48 30 i 5,189 | 4,704
Artallery ” — — 96 —_ *209 *58
Total 332 1 220 | 780 | 144 [238,188 | 51,071
* Detatls
I
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STrRENGTH OF THIRD AND MuUsSE ARMY ON AUGUS@’ 292,

1870.
]
\ Infantry Cavalry | Guns
8 !
J . -
Goard Cotps . . . 20,087 4,215 1 90
Meuse Army IV ..ol ozeate 2167 84
Crown Piince { XITL 26,085 ¢ 8,670 06
of Saxony | 6th Cuvalry Division. — 4,147 1 12
6th » cpo— Dol
Total Meuso Ay . | 70, 028 | 16,247 (-Es‘s"
Vv  Corps . Lo 18RI 2010 84
(I . s 28,068 } 1,278 ( 84
- ) X1 .o 20,638 1,239 | 83
,“md Army 77 gavtiian Corps 20,817 2,380, 96
(Qrown Punco 4 ) 20,785 3,083 | 06
of Pruemia) Wulbumbmg Dlvlsmu 13,322 1,527 ¢ 5'18
2nd Cavaliy " 8 4,624 |
4th " - 3485 1’
Toto! Third Army . . 115,095 = 10,667 .’ 525
Grand Total . . . 188,123 + 35,814 ‘ 813

|

STRENGTH oF ARMY oF CHALONS ON Aucust 25, 1870
ArrroxmmaTeLy 150,000 MEw,

Mitraf-

Bat-  Squad-
lenscs

tuliong | rops | Gung

b

Ist Corps {Ducrob) . 66 24 00 24
A ¢ Chil (; b, (DeTFally) 32 16 ] 13
army of Lliions  Lqen | (Douay) . 3 12 2 1%
(Marshal MeMahon) | 195 (Tebrun). 406 24 160 1%

Resaive (avalry . - 365 12

Total , . . . . . 186 12 402
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