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PREFACE.

In presenting the [ollowing Work to the publie,
it may be deemed proper that 1 oshould pretace
it by giving rome account of my previous caveer,
and of the reasons and eireumstances which led
to my Travels in Weslorn Alvien.

I was born in the year 1805, of lhuuble
parentage, on the farm of Culdoch, near Nirk-
cudbright, in North Dritsin. L bad, at o very
early period, a strong predilection for a mili-
tary life, heing of robust health and an athletic
feame.  In 1822 T therefore emlisted in the
First Reginient of Life Guards, the discipline
and appearance of which are, I may say, univer-

sally admived. During the hours not devoted
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to military dutics, 1 applied mysell’ to the enl-

:

tivation of the art of drawing and painting, in
which I attained some proficieney, and aequired
also considerable knowledge of  mechanies, all
of which I found of great service to me when
I afterwards beeame a traveller,

After serving sixteen years in this distinguished
regiment, T felt anxious for a field of greater
cuterprise, and therofore obtained my discharge,
on the conditions of the late good conduet war-
vant, ewrly in 18390 Lo cousequence ot weri-
torious service, L obtained the appointment of
master-at-arms I the late oxpedition to o the
Niger.  In this unfortunate enterprine, I nar-
rowly eseaped the melancholy fate of so wmany
of my brave and talented countrymen.  OF
upwards of three hundred, noi more than five
eseaped ! When at Iigga, on the Niger, I volun-
teered to proeced up that river, with a fow natives
only ; but, on account of the incrcasing sickness
of the Kuropeans, the project was abandoned.

Before the Albert, indeed, had descended the
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Niger nearly all of them were cither attacked
by the fever or were dend!  The season was
declared by the natives themsclves to he par-
ticularly fatal, even to thewm.

On my arrival at Pernando o, T was mysell
attacked with fever, which so scriously affected
a wound that I had previously received in my
feg,* that gangrene commenced, and was only
checked by the application of a powerful acid,
which destroyed the part affected. Al this time
my suflerings wore extreme; part of hoth hones
of my leg wag entively denuded of flesh a little
above the ankle-bone. | sirongly desived to have
the diseased Timbh amputated, but having already
lost much blood, and the climate of Pernando To
heing unfavourable to such operations, (in fact,
it was considered that it might prove fatal,) my

medieal friends, Drs, MWilliam and Thompson,

+ 1 wag wounded ut the Cape de Verd Islands by the natiser,
while aiding my men, upon whom they were ahout to make a
murderous aftack. On retreating, onc of them threw a poisened
arrow ab me, which T parricd from sy face and body, but which
struck my leg.
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promised to perform it when I shonbd werive
Ascension.  The elimate of that islund s wueh
superior to any other on the coast of Ariew
Trortunately, by the unrewitting attention of the
medieal officers, and the kindness of Commander
Fishbourne, my wound and my general health
much improved during my stay there,  Trom its
serions nature, however, T returned to Enploud
in an emaciated eondition.  Hlaving naturally a
very robust constitution, T wapidly recovereds
but my b never enfively regained it former
streangth.

This, bowever, did ot prevent e from ollering
my services 1o the Royal Geographical Socioty,
o proceed 1o Afdiea and penetrate to the Kong
Mountainag from the Wesl Const, the naventive
of which journey I now have the pleasure of
submitting to the reader. 1 ought 1o aded that
the Society provided me with the necessary
ingtrmucnts and instructions; awnd that the Lords
of the Admirally directed that 1 should have

a free passage to Cape Coast. The country 1
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traversed had been bitherto untzodden by any
Turopean waveller, and venched as f as 13 ¢
North latitude, and 1° 3" Tast longitude.

In conclusion, I beg to state, that the Royal
Geographical Society and several other gentle-
men liberally contributed funds in aid of my
enterprise, for which I cherish the warmest

feelings of gratitnde.

JOIIN DUNCAN.

Peyran 1y,
Jdayvst, 1417,
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TRAVELS

WESTERN AFRICA.

D . e

CIIAPTER I

Departure ~Arvival at Tangiors—Doescription of the Town—
Market—TIrice of Provisions—Method of Sforing Grain i
habitants—The Jews—A Jewish Dwelling-—The Moora—1'ruils
and Flowers—Desolate State of he Town— Moorish Murket-
women—ibraltar —Ascend to the Iighest Uoinb— A Die-uie
and an agreeable Reeonnoitre—Cleanliness of the Tuhabiiants
~—Arrival at the Gambia—Bathnst—The Mandingos— Mus-
saere of the Crew of the Margasi— Bucounfer of the Urew of
the Courier wilh Piratos—=Sierra Yeone—Dr., Ferguson—dMr,
Oldfield, his TXospitality— Glave Chase to a supposed Slaver-—~
Cape Coast— CGovernor ITill—Cape Coant: Castic.

Toe Lords of the Admiralty having given orders

that I should bave a free passage to any port of

the west coast of Africa, and Lord Stanley having

also provided me with letters of introduction to

the governors of the different settlements at the

(Rambia, Sierra Lecone, and Cape Coast, with
VOL. I B
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orders to render me every assistance in their
power, and being also furnished with letters by
Mr, Bandinell, of the Foreign Office, to the dif-
ferent Comimissariats on the coast, requesting them
to render me assistance, I made preparations for
my departure forthwith. The Geographical So-
ciety had kindly furnished me with the necessary
instrnmenis to make my geographical observa-
tions, and with the maps of Afvica; and, in a
generous and delicate manner which I shall never
forget, prasented ma with a small sum of woney.,
1 now, therefore, mercly waited for an official order
to proceed by any vessel which might be directed
io take me, This order soon arvived, and T went,
on board the Cygnet brig of war, Captain Layton.
T was received by the capiain and the rest of
the officers in the most cordial manncr. After
gelting my luggage, however, on board, another
order was forwarded from the Admiralty, trans-
ferring me to the Prometheus steamer, Captain
Ilay, then under orders for the Gambia with
money. Accordingly, my Inggage was put on
hoard the last-named vessel, and on Sunday
afternoon, the 16th of June, 1844, T and my ser-
vant, William Stevens, went on board at Spit-
head, where the several vessels, the St Vincent,
Prometheus, and Cygnet, were riding at anchor
near each other, I was reccived in a very kind ©
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manner by Captain Iay and Licutenant M‘Gregor,
and the other officers of the Prometheus.

I must not forget to mention that Captain
Johnston assisted me in obtaining a knowledge of
the sextant, and Licutenant Raper presented me
with a copy of his valuable work on ¢ Practical
Navigation.” Captain Johnston, moreover, came
on bourd the Prometheus at Portsmouth to request
Caplain Hay to make me as comfortable as pos-
sible, as well as my servant and my dog.

At four o'clock on Monday morning, June
17th, we weighed anchor (with steam up), taking
the Cygnet in tow as far as Plymouth Sound. At
a late hour on Sunday night Captain Ilay uncx-
pectedly received despatehes ordering him to go
to Tangiers and Gibraltar, at which 1 felt
not a little disappointed, for I had fully expeeted
to have an opportunity of visiting the island of
Madeira, and of seeing my [riend and comnlryman
Mr. W. Gordon, whose kiudness I had already
experienced.  Towever, my disappointment was
fully compensated by Deing thus allowed to
visit Tangiers, off which we anchored on the
23d. As Captain Hay had despatches for the
Governor, I had an opportunity of going on shore
for a few hours.

On landing I was stopped by several Jews as
well as Moors offering their services to show me

B2
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the town and market, this day (Sunday) being
their principal market-day. The town of Tan-
giers is strongly fortified towards the sea, but
quite defenceless from the land. The houses are
generally square, and nearly flat-roofed, and the
whole town is buill on a steep declivity towards
the bay. There is no regularity in the streets.
The main street is from the bay, or landing-
place, close to which is the custom-house., It
is about a quarter of a mile in length, narrow,
crooked, and very hadly paved, with shops on
cach side, similar to the butchers’ shops in Eng-
land, but not so clean. This street leads through
ihe centre of the town to the outer wall, imme-
diately behind which the market is held, The
market-place is in a hollow immediately hehind
the town, but not enclosed in any way. Tt ap-
peared to be well supplied with cattle and meat.
In the market-place meat may be purchased at
13d. per pound, but a duty is paid npon every
article of consumption taken from the town to
any other country, unless for the British navy.
Vegetables arc also very cheap, new potatoes
(very fine at this scason) are about one shilling
per bushel ; large oranges twelve a penny. The
market is a miniature Smithfield with respeet to
cattle, owing to the great number of horses,
camels, and asses, used in bringing goods to it, as
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well as bullocks, sheep, and goats for sale. All
goods arve transported from one place fo
another on beasts of burden. I observed agreat
number of fowls at a dollar per dozen.

Their method of storing grain, in case of
its not being sold or in case of ran, is very
simple. At short distances from cach other in
the part of the market arranged or allotied for
the sale of grain, holes are dug, about four or five
feet sqnave, and the same in depth, into which
the corn is deposited until the next market-day.
These pits arve lined with wood, and when the
grain or other goods are deposited, the cover is
sealed Dy the mavket officer ov sheriff, who re~
gulates the price of every article of consumption
exposed for sale.

The forcign inhabitants consist of varlous races,
chielly from France, Spain, Portugal, and Itng-
land; the fewest in number are English, compuis-
ing only the English Consul's cstablishment. With
the cxception of the native Moors, the French
and Jews arc the most numcrous, and their
character is the same as I have found it in
all countries wherever I have met them. The
moment you set your foot on shore you are as-
sailed by a host of Jews and Moors, cager 1o
dircet you to their houses to trade wilh them.
The Jews ave generally most successful, being
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more civilized than the Moors. They speak good
English, as well as many other languages, and
most of the Moors who can speak Tnglish or
French, arc employed by the Jews as “cads” to
direct strangers to their cmployer’s house. If
they find you at all impatient at their solicita-
tions, they invariably invite you to go to their
house and drink a glass of wine with them. If
you deal with them, you are supplicd with a glass,
or even two, but are sure to pay for it in the
price of the article purchased. If you should
not purchase any thing, whatever wine or spirit
happens to be your choice, they are sure to
be in want of, or it is so bad that they canmob
recommend il ; yet upon the whole they are pre-
ferable to the Moors, If you have moncy they
ireat you with great civility,

Their houses are remarkably clean, and their
dress is very simple and graceful.  Both male and
female Jews dress in the Moorish fashion.  Tley
seldom seat themselves otherwise than on a mat.
Upon my entering a Jewish dwelling, in a hall
on the left-hand side, the occupant’s daughter
was seated husily engaged in sewing. She was
certainly one of the most beautiful and graceful
women I ever beheld, and veadily offered 1o
shake hands withme. On the opposite side of the
entrance-hall lay a heap of wheat. The latter no
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doubt for sale, and probably the former also 1o
be disposed of in the matrimonial market.  On
enlering an inner apartment, 1 was introduced to
the rest of the family, five in number, all remarh-
ably clean. In the corner of this apartment was
a young man, about Lwenty years of age, appa-
renily a Moor, who showed article afier article
for sale, as a hawker would in England. Amongst
the articles exhibited were Iremch and Spanish
cottons, morocco slippers of various paticrns, silk
girdles beautifully embroidered, and ladics’ reti-
cules of a very rich pattern, also Deautifully em-
broidered with gold, on velvet of varions colours,
chiefly green or red.

I observed during my short stay only two dif-
ferent kinds of trade practised in Tangicrs—shoce-
making and gun-making, The gun-makers showoed
much ingenuity, considering the clumsiness of
their tools: they even twist thelr barrels, In
general, T cannot speak vory favourably of the
cleanliness of the Moors, as compared with thedews.
Their streets are very dirty,—sheep-gkulls, hiorns,
and other parts of different animals, heing thrown
into the streets; and on the outer skirts of the
market-place may be secn a number of dead dogs
and kittens, which have been carried there and
left to perish, for they have not the humanity
fo put them to death by any other means.
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1 had an opportunity of visiting the Swiss Con-
sul’s garden, which is laid out with considerable
taste, and abounds with feuit, among which I
observed very fine oranges and citrons, and ve-
markably fine figs. There is also a burial-ground,
where Chvistians of all nations are interrved,
amongst which were pointed out by my Moorish
guide the graves of an English family, consisting
of a father, mother, and two children, who had
been robbed and murdered by the Moors.

I was informed by scveral of the inhabitants
that it is very dangerous for any stranger to pro-
ceed more than a wile or two fiom the town, unless
attended by a mounted soldier, who is appeinted
by the Governor, and receives a dollar por day.

The cactug grows herve wild, and of giganiic
size; although in the immediate vieinity of the
town little vegetation is apparent. Of the minor
class, the orvaunge, citron, and saffron shrub, with
gome large aloes, ave the chiel plants I obscrved.
The place seems altogether poor; but from infor-
mation I obtained, it would appear that trade was
much better some time back, beforc many of the
Jews left the place on account of the disturhed
state of the country. In fact, the inhabitants are
now in hourly expectation of the French blockading
the town. Therc is at present a Spanish frigate
ab an chor abreast of the town; and since we dropped
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anchor this morning, a French man-of-war steamer
has arrived and anchored near the Promethcus.
The Jews here make a good irade by changing
Tnglish money. They deduct three shillings in
the sovereign for exchange, and at Gibraltar, two,
—a serious disadvantage to English visitors.
Mules and asses scem of all animals most used
as Deasts of burden. The Moorish market-women
have a very singular appearance, owing to their
dress, which consists of a piece of thick woollen
cloth, the same as a blanket, which envelopes
the whole of their body, and entircly concenls
their faces. From the slowness of their pace,
and their figure, cxcepting the colours of their
dress, one might imagine them part of a fnneral
procession.  The men ave generally tall and mus-
cular, though not fleshy, and strict Mahomedans,
Af six in the eveuing we weighed anchor, got
stenmm up, and sailed for Gibraltar, where we
anchored about nine o'clock. I was truly gratified
ab having an opportunity of visiting this place,
which is, indeed, onc of the wonders of the world,
We carried despatches from the Consul at Tan-
giers to the Governor, Sir Robert Wilson. Ou
the following morning, the 24th of June, I went on
ghore to see this impregnable rock, of which it
would be presumption on my part to attempt a de-
scription, since it has been done by abler pens than
3
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mine; but I will merely give an account of the
treatment veceived by myselfand two of the young
gentlemen belonging to the Promethous [rom
gome of the inhabitants when on shore, which T do
principally to remove those prejudices against them
which are sometimes cntertained by the English.
In fact, I had formed a very different opinion of
the Spaniards from what I found them to deserve.

T had determined to reach the summit of that
tremendous rock; and for that purpose I ascended
by « zigzag path, passing several strong batteries,
all commanding the town and bay., When we
had gone hall way to the top, we fell in with
a lmge gipsying party (as it would have Dheen
iermed in England), keeping holiday in memory
of St. John, at the cntramce of o lavge cuve,
in front of which a sort of platform had been
formed, as it seemed, by the joint work of Natare
and Art. As it completely commands the town
and shipping, it was, doubtless, at some fmmer
period used as a battery. I was struck with
the free, lively, and gencrous manner in whieh the
whole party received ws. Their number was about
a hundred ladies and gentlemen, with scveral
children. On our approach, we wore cordially in-
vited to join them, and partake of their refresh-
ments, which they had in abundance. Their table
was formed by a finely wrought grass mat, spread
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in the entrance of the cave, which is about ten fect
high in the centre, and about twenty feel wide.
In the centre of its mouth is a basaltic column,
resewbling those in Tingal’s Cave. From this
clevated spot, we commanded a view of the town
of Gibraltar, its beautiful bay filled with shipping,
among which we observed the Warspite with the
Vesuvius and Promethens steamers, The towns
on the opposite shore of the bay were all perfectly
visible; and the swrounding country, with its
majestic mounlains, formed a splendid scenc.

The liveliness and hospitality of the party
we met here gave me a very favourable notion of
the inhabitants of Gibraltar. If other Spaniavds
are like these, I think they are among the guyest
and happiest people in existeuce.  After par-
iaking of some wine and other refveshments, we
were iuvited to join in a dance, and asked what
dance we should like to sce perfurmed, Kuplish
or Spanish. The ladies performed both with ad-
mirable grace, highly set off by their simple and
graceful dress and fine figures, which give them a
decided superiority over any other people I bave
seen. Their small feet, elasticity of action, and
unaffected case of manner, ave certainly deserving
of admiration, Their dark bair neatly plaited in
two Dbraids hanging down the back, with a small
curl near the eye on each side, pressed close to the
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temple, with their dark but bright, expressive cyes,
ivory teeth, and finc features, reminded me of
Lord Byron’s descriptions. I was also struck
with their remarkable abstemiousness: the women
drink no wine, or any f{ermented liquor, except
at meals, and even then seldom without water,
The men arc remarkably civil and obliging, and
almost as abstemious as the women. Though it was
a holiday T did not see one intoxicated, After
several dances had been performed for our amuse-
ment, we proposed to go up to the top of the
mountain, and the whole party immediately volun-
teered to accompany us. Dverything was there-
fore gol ready without deluy; the asses were
saddled, and a baskel or eradlo was attached to
cach, in which the youngest of the children were
placed. As soon as all was ready, the word of
command, “Marchl” was given by the captain of
the party, the procession being headed by two men
playing on guitars.

The path, though very rough and stecp, was
quickly ascended; and even along the brink of
precipices the ladies and children passed without
showing the leasc alarm. After a rather faliguing
journey wo arrived al the summit of onc of the
tiwo highest pcaks, on which is a look-out house and
a strong battery, Onlooking over the outer wall
of this, the sight which presents itself is really
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terrific, for the rock i1s here guite perpendicular
from the basc to its summit.

After resting for about a quarier of an hour,
we re-ascended the roek for about half a mile, till
we came to the path leading to the sccond peal,
wlen we began our second ascent, and in about
twenty minutes reached the signal-house, al the
highest point of therock. Among the artillerymen
stationed therc I met with one of my country-
men, M¢Donald, a nalive of the Isle of Sky.
He is a scrgeaut or sergeant-major of artillery,
and Is allowed to sell wines and other liquors, I
was desirous to treat our parly on arriving here:
but none of the females would take anything
but water, and the men could only be prevailed on
to drink oune glass of cither porter or wine. When
the younger ladics had performed a few favourite
dances, wo descended the rock as far as the wouth
of the cave, where we again halted fur aboug
ten minutes. Dancing was here renewed; the
eloth was again laid, and a very luxurious repast
wag sot before us. The ¢vening being now far ad-
vanced, wo were obliged, with regret, to take our
leave of this happy and most agrecable party.

On the following day, while we were getling in
the requisite quantity of coal, I had an opportu-
nity of visiting different parts of the town, which
appears to be strictly governed. Tvery house is
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visited by the police, before ten o’clock a.a, to
see that it has been thoroughly cleancd,~—a regu-
lation which might be advantageously adopted in
our own overgrown metropolis. Even the poorest
of the inhabitants ave remarkable for their clean-
liness. Their linen 1s exceedingly clean.

On the 25th we hove our anchor, and I
left Gibraltar with much regret. Nothing of
importance occurred during our passage to the
Gambia. The weather was fine, and I received
such kind assistance from all the officers, particu-
larly from Captain ITay, as I shall never forget as
long as Ilive.  Upon his lewrning that T had for-
golten my telescope, he very hindly prosented me
with a very good pocket-glass.

On the 6th of July we arrived ab the Gambin,
and anchored abreast of the town of DBathurst, al
twenty minutes past eight in the evening, On the
following morning I saw with much rvegret the
Wilberforce steamer lying pactly dry, the tide
cbbing and flowing into her. She formed a strik-
ing contrast to what she was when I left England
in company with her in the ill-fated Niger expe-
dition.  About ten o’clock a.m. I went on shore,
accompanied by our sailing-master and purser,
and visited several Turopean wmerchants and
official gentlemen, as well as the Governor, for
whom I had leiters; all of whom treated me with
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every mark of kindness, particularly M. Quin,
who took greal pains to show me cverything of
interest in Bathurst.

This settlement is not large; the houses are
good, and well constructed for a warm climate,
Behind the main town are a considerable number of
conical huts, very close to each other.  Upon the
whole, Bathurst scems well adapted for trade, and
capable of being greatly improved. As far as
T could judge, it is in a thriving condition. It
is much visited by Mandingos lor the purpose
of trade.  These arc a peculiar race, casily dis-
tinguished from any other, being tall and thin,
very aclive, and very llack. Their skin is ap-
parently not so moist ag that of some other African
tribes; but their head is very singularly formed,
tapering from the forchead upwards, to a narrow
ridge along tho crown. As this was the sowing
season, fruits were not plentiful.  Some bananas,
cocoa-nuts, ground nuts, and other small fiunits,
were all that could be obtained.

‘We here received intelligence of the massacre of
part of the erew of the Courier, William Vaughan,
(which left Tiondon 29th April, 1844,) on the island
of Arguin, Ou the 19th of May, it appeared, they
got sight of land alittle north of Cape Blanco, and
on the 20th rounded the point or cape, and entered
the bay of Arguin, when suddenly the ship got into
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two fathoms water. Upon this the master instantly
ordered the helm hard a-port, but before the ship
could be got round she struck at three r.on at high-
water and spring-tide.  Fifty tons of ballast were
now thrown overboard, and at two on the following
day, she being got off, the chief wnate was sent fo
sound a-lhead, but was often obliged to anchor,
owing to the incorrceiness of the charts. Ile an-
chored with the long-boat under the island during
the night, owing to the heavy sca running; but as
he was rounding the point to return to the ship, he
saw two natives and a white wan coming towards
the long-boal.  The white man lailed the host in
English.

They again rounded the point to take in their
countryman, upon which the two natives beat him
unmercifully with bludgeons, One of the linglish-
men then ran back to the bLoat and procured a
tmusket, which he presented at the iwo natives,
on which they immediately ran off. Upon reach-
ing the poor Englistunan, the mate and men he-
longing to the Courisr ascertained that the barque
Margara, of London, had been plundered at the
same place in the month of May previomns, that
almost all hands had either heen murdered or taken
prisoners, and that, besides himsclf, four more men
helonging to the Margaret were still alive upon
the island undergoing every hardship.
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The commander of the Courier, upon being
acquainted with this fact, made up his mind to
ransom his countrymen, and for that purpose made
proposals, which were agreed to; but after the
natives got possession of what they asked, they
made a sccond and a third demand, and ultimately
compelled the boats’ crew, by firing upon them, to
get into their boats, leaving their property behind.
The Courier’s boat had got a small brass gun,
which they fired on this occasion; but it recoiling
to lecwaid, a man was shot and fell in the same
direction, upsetting the boat with ten men, all of
whom were cither drowned or killed. The
natives then got possession of the boat, and were
actually coming alongside the Courier with her
own boat to plunder the ship, when forfunately
the boat came broadside on, and the master got a
gun 1o bear and destroyed lher. 1le then as soon
as possible slipped his cable, and, with only four
men, salled for the Gambia, where I saw him.

I cannot help thinking that many masters of
merchant-vessels run into great danger, and incur
risk to their owners, without any chance of doing
any good, mercly to obtain a name for them-
selves, Had the master of the Couricr sailed for
the Gambia, and communicated with the authori-
ties there, no doubt a man-of-war would have
been despatched to Arguin, and the crew of the
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Margaret vecaptured.  If Arguin should prove to
be a profitable speculation in regard to the Guano
trade, some permanent protection must be afforded
by the Government,

It is generally believed that the Xmperor of
Morocco is cognisant of all the piracics committed ;
and if this be so, why not make him answerable,
and take so much territory from him upon every
outrage perpetrated by his people upon DBritish
property ?  If the Freneh Government did the
same, an end would soon be put to all such
piracies.

On the 8ih of July, at two r.u., we sailed from
the Guambia for Sierra Licone, and anchored at
Treo Town on the 11tly, in the cevening, We
anchored close to my old ship the Allert, of the
late Niger expedition, now commanded by Licut.
Cockroft.

Oun the 12th, in the morning, T went on shore,
and delivered my officinl letters, and met, with o
most cordial reception from cvery one. Dy, Ifer-
guson was acting Governor at that time; he is a
most excellent man. Here I was veryagroeably sur-
prised to find my old friend Dr, Oldficld comfortably
settled. He was one of my most intimate friends
many years before I left the First Life Guards.
I found him still the same, and still possessing the
same generous heart. Xong may it beat tran-
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quilly! I had many hospitable invitalions; but
accepled that of my friend Oldficld, who kindly
opened his house for me during my stay here, and
gave two large dinner-parties in respect to my
presence. ITe also kept an excellent horse at my
service during my stay. He keeps four of the
best horses in the colony. I must be ungrateful,
indeed, did Y cver forget his Lindness. I also
experienced greal kindnmess from the Rev. Mr.
Dove, of the Wesleyan Missionary Church. The
country is beautiful, and capable of great im-
provement; and T cannot help thinking that if it
were cleared for some distance, it would be much
healthier than it is,

On the 17th we sailed for Cape Coast; and, on
the 21st, at daybreak, a sail was reported on our
starboard bow, which from her appearance was
supposed to be a slaver.  All hands were in
anxious expectation of a prize; every glass or
telescope in the ship was put in requisition to
ascertain what craft she was, She changed hex
conrse two points, which occasioned still morc sus-
picion. Consequently, steam was ordered on (we
were before only under canvass) as quickly as possi-
ble, and the fires were backed up, so that we were
in a few minutes in full chase of the supposed
slaver.  'We gained npon her very fast, although
she sct every stitch of canvass, and in an hour and
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a half we were alongside.  All her guns were run
out, and ready for action, and cvery man al his
quarters. But, to our great disappointutent, she
turned out to Le a French ten-gun brig, in so
dirty a condition as quite to disguise her, so that
we never snspeeted she could be a ship-of-war
The whole of her stern bulwarks were covered
over with bamboos, and she altogether resembled
a palm-oiler.  She was named the Bglartine.

At ten Aar. on the sume day we anchored off
Cape Coast, and on the morning of the 22d I
went on shore, and called at the furt {o deliver
my official papers from Lord Stanley to {he
Governor. I was, however, infbrmed by his seere-
tary, thai his Ixeellency Governor Hill Ll not
yet risen. I then waited apon My I% Thatlon,
a merchant at Cape Coast, 10 whom T had lettors
of introduction. TIe received me with every mark
of kindness, and allotted to myself and servant an
clegantly furnished house, with servants to aitend
on us, assuring me that I was heartily welcome to
any thing in his house. T afterwards called upon
Governor Hill, and presented Lord Stanley’s
letter, on which he wished me success in my
arduous undertaking, but never once asked me
where I intended to remain, or whether I had got
my luggage ashore, or how I was accomnodated,
After visiting the fort, however, I felt very glad



WESTERN AFRICA, 21

that I had escaped such accommodation, or rather
imprisonment. Governor Maclean, it appeared,
upon his departure, took all his private furniture
with him. Nothing consequently remained but
the bare walls, and a few of the commonest Wind-
sor chairs and plain tables, as the furniture of the
Governor’s apartmonts.  In fact, any part of the
fort at Cape Coast far more rosembles a prison
than many of our prisons in England.
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CHAPTER II.

Attacked by TFever—Death of my Servant—D>dr Tlublon—
Buildings in Progiess by him—Indolence of the Nabives—
Chenpness of Living—The Fanteos—"Their Superstition—De-
gseription of their Idol or Fetish—"Their Customs or Holidnys
—Native Music—Rum, their favomite Liquor  Proceodings on
oceasion of a Denth—Mode of Bunal ~f'he King's Custom or
Holiday-—Chmacter of the Wing—My Reeeption by by
Majesty—Compuratively negleeted by the Dritih Qovernment
—Tetish Honses—Nulive Mancinls Wanl of Nalural Allee
tion—The Yam Custon--The antees, the wersh ol the
Afmean Tibos—Their Power of Diitation  Wild Smmads
The Patakoo — Cronife and bandstons -The Dufeh Hettin
mont of Blmina—A fine Fleld for Botanists  Stute of Agei-
culture—~ Bxeessive Tlout—Mowngo to Lo King of Ashantee
—Catile—Artisans much wanted—Muvdor of un Arharton
Woman.

Tmap the good fortunce o be lodged in the best
quarters at Cape Coast, where T remained till the
most favourable season for travelling had come on,
and also till T had gone throngh my seasoning
fever, with which I was attacked a few days after
my arrival, as well as my servant, who, poor
fellow ! sank under it. Although the greatest
attention and medical aid was afforded {o him, he
died on the 4th of August, 1844, at a time when
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I was so ill myself that Mr. Hutlon would not
allow my attendants to make me acquainted with
it till four days after it occurred, Of my own
illness, though it was very severe, I can scarcely
remember any thing, as I slept nearly the whole
of the time. The late Governor, Mr. Maclean,
who at the time had not left Cape Coast, was
remarkably kind and attentive to me. IHis de-
parturce was very much regretted, as he had given
great satisfaction to the merchants while he was
Governor,

During my stay there, Mr. ITutton was building
two very fine houses, one at Cape Coast, and the
other in the wood-land tract about two miles to
the north of it, on a spol commanding a beautiful
prospect over a salt lake, about three quarters of
a mile distant, with the sea, near Flinina, beyond it.

In thiscountry, where manual lnbour is requisite,
the greatest difficulty s experienced in getting the
people to perform it as they ought. My attention
to these undertakings for the space of two months
gave me a very good opportunity of forming a fair
estimate of the character and habits of the natives
at Cape Coast,

Mr. Hutton had, at the time of my arrival,
about onc hundred hands employed, and I can
conscientiously offirm that fiftcen Iinglishmen
would have done considerably more work in
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any sct time than these hundred Iantees. The mien
are, without exception, of all the Africans T have
yet scen the laziest and dirticst. They seem in
every respeet inferior, both in body and wind, to
their neighbours, the Ashantees. They are re-
markably dull of comprehension, and, unless con-
stantly watched, will lic ‘down and do nothing.
Even if one of the party is appointed as foreman
to the rest, he will be just as idle as the others.
They scem to have no idea of anything like
conscience.

Some time ago Mr., IIntton supplicd his Ia-
bourers with wheelbarrows to convey the stone
from the quarry to the building they were working
at; but instead of wheeling the hurrowlid of
stones, they put it upon their heads, declaring it way
harder work to whael the barrow than 1o earvy it
They will go the distance of o ile Lo the guarry,
and come back, perhaps twenty in a gang, with
one stone, not weighing more than nine poudy
each, upon his head, so tedious is their manner of
building, nor will they be put out of their own
way on any account. As they can live almost
for nothing, their only motive for working is to
procure what they consider luxuries, such as rum,
tobacco, and aatum, the name they give the cloth
tied round their waist. They can live at the
rate of a penny a-day uwpon yams or cassuda
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(manioc) and fish, which is remarkably eheap. This
penny, and now and then a shilling, is carned by
one of their wives, of whom they liave sometimes
several. The wife goes into the thickets with a
child tied upon her back, and returns with a bundle
of wood upon her head, which she sells in the
town, All the drudgery, in fact, is done by the
women, while their lazy husbands lie stretched
outside of their huts smoking.

The Tantees arc very superstitious, and one
party or another is daily making Fetish” (perform-
ing a religious service) either for the advancement
and success of some business in which they we
interested, or invoking a curse upon some person
who may have thwarted the eflect of their {etigh,
Yor instance, if any pewon fall sick, the head
fetish-man summons all his relations to meet on
a cortain day, al o certain lme, to fry by their
fetish whether the sick man will recover; but if
a surgeon atiending him is successful in making a
cure, they invoke a carse upon him for caunsing
the fetish to lie. At Cape Coast their fetish some-
times consists of a bundle of rags bound {ogether
like a child’s doll; at other times a little image of
clay, rudely fashioned, somewhat in the human
shape, is placed in some public spot, frequently

* Fletish is corrupted from the Portuguese feitico, witcheiaft,

' conjuring.
VOL. L ¢
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by the voadside. These images, or [etishes,
often romain in the same position wud v the
same spot undisturbed for a fortnight or theee
weeks.

The natives have a greal many cusfoms o lly
days in the course of the year, dwring which it is
unbearsble to Jive in the town, such is the noise
and wproar of the rabble. Theiv yells, vowring.
and discord ave indesariballe.  They huve a sort
of nde dram, about four feet in longth, and onein
tiameter, eallod denti ov £in Kasic This is earried on
aman’s head in a horizontal position, aul is heaten
Ly another man walling behind him, wha ha
mery gavay ke a anith on his anvil, without any
vogard to time,  Phin huge dram 4 aeeospanivd
by hovng and loug wooden pipes, the sound of
which resembles the bellowing of oxen. The
procession parades up and down. the town nemly
the whole day, and keeps up aa jrregular fivg of
musketry, On all these ocoasions wn mense
qouantity of yum (whish is ouly {threepene por
pint) is dronk. 30 any pesson of note dic, the
relatives and neighbours assemble i front of hiy
housa, and continue ditnking and swoking, yelling
and fiving off guns noarly the whole of the day;
and one of the fawily variably sacrifices a dog,
to procwre a eafe possage to Leaven for the de-
ceased.  1f none of the deceased’s relations happen
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to have a dog in their possession, they sally out in
a party and kill the first dog they meet.

They arc very supevstitious also vespecting
burial, and frequently bury the gold rings and
trinkets worn by the deceased along with his
body, so that the graves are frequently opened
again for the sake of the property contained in
them. An instance of this occurred while T was
there. A Mrs. Brown, the widowed miother of a
mulatto so named, who had been employed ns
interpreler on board the Aldert steamer in the
late Niger expedition, died in consequence of
a blow from a younger son, The elder brother,
having been much straitened in his eireumstances
through misconduct, ordered his motlier to he
interred in the saune grave as one of her daughters,
who had been buvied with all her trinkets upon
her. Brown, as an excuse, declared that it was
customary to hury the parent below, and the sons
and daughters above. Thus the sister was dis-
interved and stripped of her ornaments, which he
put, as he no doubt thought, to a better use than
leaving them for the worms,

The King’s custom, or solemnity in honour of
the King of Cape Coast, is kept annually for four-
teen days, in which interval nome of his subjects
are allowed to firc off a gun, or beat a kin kasi,
(drum), nor are any dogs, sheep, or goats allowed

c2
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to be seen in the stroets, or in any publie place,
on pain of death, This covumemorntion i tole-
rably observed, but thongh Wing Agray’s bluek
flag is kept flying during the whele period, 1 am
convinced that it is more for the gratification of
his people, than from any wish of Lis own that
guch o ridiculous observance is continued; for he
is a very inielligent venerable old man, highly
civilized and polite in his manncrs, and very well
disposed towards the Lnglish. Ilis character is
very much admired by all the merehants esta-
blished there, as wall as by his own subjects,
From what T could learn, he in ever veady (o
patronize any cffort on the part of the Hnglish 1o
civilize and improve his people.  In person he iy
a tall, thin, muscular, old man, though his years
number upwards of threescore and ten,

A few days previously one of hiy messengers
called upon me in great haste, 1o nform me that
his Majesty was very anxious to see me in the
dress of the First Life Guards that day. It
happened that a short time belore, the troops
from Cape Coast having been ovdeved out for
exercise, I was requested to accompany them in
uniform, and in less than ten minutes the King
was acquainted with the fact, Like the other
kings in this country, he has spics to earry to him
all news of however little importance.
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ITis Mujesty received me with all the politeness
of an English courticr. After being scated, he
asked me many mportant questions—when, at his
request, I performed the cavalry sword-exercise
in hLis presence, he noticed the differences azising
{rom the late allerations in that cxereise, supposing
that I had made some mistakes.¥ He talked a
good deal about the King of Ashautee, and repro-
bated much their horrid practice of sacrificing
human beings. e scemed to have oblained o
very correet idea of railroads, and to be strongly
impressed with a sense of the advauntages and dis-
advantages derived from them by the English
nation. Ile can read and write well, and is, as
I before observed, a clever, intelligent old man.
The King’s house is furnished in the Europcan
style, plain though pretty good.

It i 10 be lamented that the English Govern-
ment should have neglected s0 good a man as
Agray, while much is lavished on such a villain as
the King of Ashantee, who in fact is only led by it
to suppose that the British Government fears liim.

On my road yesterday for several miles through
the wood, in search of birds and plants, of which
there is abundanece, I passed several fetish houses
or temples, in the form of a long grotto, formed

N Tis Majesty had served scveral years on board s DBritish
man of-war, previously to attaining his sovercignty.
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by a vast number of running and ereeping plants,
at the farther extremity of which is svmelimes
found a large mass of stome or granite vock,
which they say is related to some other futish
not far distant; and they even assert that, early in
the mornings, this very stone may be scen in a
human shape, going to visit his wile (a similar
block of stone). They are also superstitious about
our copper money ; they call an Trish halfpenny a
devil’s coin, on account of the harp upon it, which
they call the devil; and they will not on any
account take 1t in payment of anything.

Their funerals much resemble (he Irish wake.
As soon as the party is dead, the body i washed,
and dressed in all its best elothes, which are very
fow. A party of the mosu intimate {ricndy of the
deceased is then invited, A gound, sheep, or dog
1w sacrificed, human sacrifices being now prohibited E
by the Dritish authorities as well as by King Agray,
After dvinking a good deal of rum, the company
beging to cry or howl hideously, and wishing u
good journcy and plenty of servants in the other
world to the deceased (who is always scated in the
cirele as one of the party, being fixed in a rude
sort of arm chair), the corpse is lowered into
the grave, which is always under the floor in the
centre of their dwelling. They also pretend to
bury with him a quantity of rum as well ag all his
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trinkets. The rum, however, i gencrally well
diluted with water.

Though they scem to have no parental or filial
affection, they have a strong attachment to the
house in which they were born, and can rarely be
persuaded to leave it.  Werce they not prevented
by our laws, parents would very readily scll you
any of their childven, or even husbands their wives.
A woman, who i considered as very respectable,
and keeps a stall in the market, was repeatedly
offered to me for sale by her hushand, and was
herself very anxious for such a change, so as
actually to take possession of my bed one night
when I was absent. I ordered my servant to turn
her out, and also sent her affectionate hushand
an intimation that if he hawlked his wife to me
any more, I should certainly punish him; this
ended the affair

The yam custom, or holiday, is another annual
ceremony, kept up to prevent people from using
yams belore they arve ripe, as they are then
deemed unwholesome; and also to compel the
people ta use all the old ones, in order to guard
against the consequences of failure in the yam
crop of the following year. Oun this occasion all
differences are settled and erimes punished ; but no
sacrifices arc offered up here, as at Ashantee. The
propensity for thieving is found in all the natives,
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high and low ; they are also, gencrally, void ol all
gratitude, and deem it part of their duty to roh
white men whenever they can. Tn the markel they
invariably ask you four times as much as they will
take, If your servant is unwilling to connive at
their swindling tricks, they open a full battery of
abuse upon him; but scrvanis in this country
scldom put them to that test.

Of all the African tribes I have met with, I
consider the Fantees the worst, It is remarkable
that onc-cighth of the population {8 either actu-
ally erippled or suffering from o loathsome disease
ealled graw-grazr, which bewrs gsome resemblanes
to the mange in dogy or horses,  In appearanee
and personal strength they ave much inferior {o
most other Africans; prohably from their great
indolence and want of excrcise. The wives are
treated with grent harshness by their hushandy,
in ease they offend them.

They have no ingenuity, hut a considerable
power of imitation. Some of our Dritish manu-
factured articles in wood or gold they can imitate
very fairly, but when closcly examined, their work
will always be found to be defective, They seem
never to improve by their own ingenuity, hut
always remain stationary in any art or trade
which they bave Iearnt. They seem to have no
idea of a straight line, and cannot build a wall
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straight, or wnake a hedge in a divect line; nor
in the whole ncighbourhood of Cape Coanst is
there a footpath in a straight line for the distance
of twenty yards, although the ground is quite
level. They certainly possess many strange ideas.

There are in the neighbourhood of Cape Coast
some strange animals, among which is the Patakoo,
avary large specics of wolf. Thesc are so ravenous
as frequently to come down into the town and
carry away pigs, sheep, and goats. They pay
nightly visits to the beach, and seize on dead bodies
which have been buried in the sand.  As their
slaves have no relations in the town or neighbour-
hood, as soon as they die their corpses arc tied
up in a coarse grass mat and thrown into a hole
in the sand, without any ceremony; hut on the
same or following night, they are snatched up by
the Pataloos, for whom they make a glorious
foast.  This beast has groeat strength, ity size con-
sidered.  When Governor ITils horse died, the
officers of the Firsl West India Regiment, stationed
af Cape Coast, determined to leave part of ifs
carcase on the beach, in order to attract the Pata-
koos, and it could not have lain there more than an
howr before it was removed by a single Patakoo,
though it was two men’s work to carry it.

There is plenty of excellent granite and sandstons
.t Cape Coast; yot nearly all the houses arc built of

c3
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clay, as the people are too lazy to feteh the stune.
Thnina, which is only cight miles distant, is a mueh
superior settlement, and has likewise pleaty of ex-
cellent sandstone, of which a great number of ity
houses are built. This place belongs to the Dutely,
and carrvies on much trade, both with the interior
and along the coast. It has a fine lake, connected
with the sea by a narvow channel, which might with
very little trouble be converted into a convenient
harbour, which wonld be important, as {he swell
along the Gold Coasf, iy always vory heavy, anil
great difficnlty is cxperienced in shipping and v
shipping goouds, T visifed several of {he Moot
influential merchants at Kimina, and fond (hew,
as well as the governoy, very hospituble,  The
abundance of new plants in this comniry wonld
give plenty of employment to a hotanist. A npalf
shrub of the Isurel tribe, bearing o white delieate
flower, shaped like the Dlossom of the pea, growy
here very plentifully, as also heaufiful jasnines aud
honeysuckles, and several sorts of sensitive plunts.
Some very fine grasses, also in this neighhour-
hood struck me, but I did not observe wany small
annuals.

Agriculture has made little progress here, pro-
bably owing 1o the want of horses, which cannot
live morc than a few weeks, and from the
indolence of the natives. Stock sufficient for
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the consumption of the garrisons along the coast
might be raised with a little care and exertion.
The number of troops along the whole of the
west coast ig at present very small. Were their
numbers doubled, there would not he too many,
and they might be employed alternately in culti-
vating the farms and mounting guard in the forts.
Yams, manioe, Indian corn, rice, and all soris of
vegetables, for the garrison and ships of war
cruising on the coast, might in this way be easily
obtained, and much expense avoided. This would
also be usclful as a patlern to the natives. The
{iroops arc paying at present one shilling per pound
for meat, which could casily be raised al one-
fourth, and the cattle might be employed oun the
“farm instend of horses.  An establishment ol this
sort would be very beueficial here, and I have no
doubt would answer the purpose well.  Unforiu-
nately at present there seems to be no European at
Cape Coast who either knows or interests himself
in anything relating to agriculture. With the
exception of Mr. Hutton, not, a single English
merchant at Cape Coast has even a garden,
although the progress of vegetation is incredibly
rapid.  Some sceds of the vegetable marrow and
water melon, given to me by Ir. Lindley of the
Horticultural Society in London, which were
sown on my arrival at Cape Coast, had grown to
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the extent of twenty-fowr feet in twvo months, and
the fruit of the water melon was as Jarge a- a
man’s head.

The heat of the month of November is exces-
sive,  On the 8th, the quicksilver in the thermo-
meter, in my bedroom, which is considered to be cool,
stood at 88°; and in the sun it rose to 113°35 yet,
thank God! I was so well accustomed to it, that
L felt very little inconvenience, though gencially
out the whole day, and exposed to the sun. I
was then daily expeeling o messenger frow
Ashantee, for onc of the soldicrs from the fort bl
been despatched by the governor, to ask whether
the King would allow me to pass beyowd hin
kingdom towards the Koug Mowntaing,  Duviug
the interval T wos engaged in laying oud the
ground for Mr, ITutton’s model furm.

The breed of cattle hweve is very handsome
though small, but it might be greally improved,
and this would repay the expense very well, as
the price of meal is so extremcly high. Gold
dust, unfortunately, sccms to be the only thing
thought of on the coast.

Schools of indusiry and agrienlture are wanted
on this coast more than any ibing eclse. As
land can be got for nothing anywhere on ihe
coast, — land capable of growing any thiug,—
o few hundred pounds cxpended on a farm
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of three hundred acres would be very pro-
fitably laid out. Theve are pleaty of men who
can read and write, begging for employment;
and ten tbmes thelr wpumber, from the bLudh,
snch as might Le deemed capable of learning,
might be apprenticed to different kinds of trades
for four or five years.

It is worthy of remark, that on the whole coast,
from Cape Palinas to Accra, there is not a single
shoeraker, although no trade seems to be 50 much
wanted. Iven the natives in the interior com-
plain much of the want of shoes. Nor iy there
a tailor, a ecabinet-maker, a wheelwright, or a
blacksmith who can weld a picce of iron with any
neatness in the whole settlement.  Such articles,
if manufactured on the coast, would draw trade
from the nterior, and excite the natives to indus-
try 5 and thus British manulactures would be soon
in great demand in the interior also.  This would
greafly vednce the Slaye trade, as the minds of the
people would be directed to agrienlture and mann-
factures, particularly asit iswell known that even
in the Ashantec country the population is not on
the inereage. The Ashantees have indeed, for the
last two months, heen at war with the tribes to the
north of them, bordering on the Kong Mountains,
and have lost a great number of men, as their
enemies, who have no fire-arms, no doubt did also.
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The merchants of Cape Coast, Annanuboce, and
Accré, experience great loss and inconvenience, in
consequence of the trade being stopped between
Ashantee and {he coast, This was occasivned by
the murder of an Ashanlee woman by a Fan-
tee, on her return from a trading journey to
the coast. She had occasion to stop a litile be-
hind her companions, and was then robbed and
wurdered by this Fantce who overtook her.  Iler
companions missing her, went back, and found her
with her head nearly severed from her hody.
This took place in the Tanice couniry, belween
Cape Coast and Ashantee.  The murderer, how-
ever, was scized and brought pat of the way bacl
to Cape Coast by a soldier from (henee, on his way
with the lotier 1o the Xing of Ashaniee, [rom
Governor Hill, which T mentioned aboy e

Me, Chapman, who had resided ws missionary af
Coomassie, the capital of Ashanlee, for the Ll
twelve months, arrived atl Annmnaboe on the 26ih
of November, 1844, with the intelligence that all
the King required was that the murderer should
be punished according to the Lnglish law, The
King at that time expressed a great desive to see
me in Ashantee, and promised me complete pro-
tection in his country; but said nothing about
allowing me {0 go further.
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CHAPTER IIL

Annamaboe—State of the Fort—Indolence of the Natives, and
Difficulty in procaving Labourcrs—Domestic Slavery—NMis-
sionary Schools—Want of RBducation in the Useful Arls~-
Hints on bhis Subjech—Vogctables and Frojts—Town of
Anngmaboe—Soil—Natives—Reception of me by the King,
and Conveisation with him—DMr. Brewe—DMr, Parker—Iixces-
pive Heabt—Little Cromanline, its imprognable Situation—
The Fort—Cromantine — The Maket-place— Extraordinary
Tradition—Wonde: ful Dwarf—An Adventure—Accia —Wes-
leyan Missionaries—Natives—their 1fabitations—Wives and
Slaves—Srtuation of the Town, and Soil,

Ox Monday, 230 of November, 1814, Mr. T,
ITuiton and I started from Cape Coast for Annama-
boe, a town of congiderable {vade on the coast,
about thirtcen miles from Cape Coast Castle,
from wbich its magnetic bearing is about due
east. [1 has also a very good fort, which, how-
ever, is gradually going to decay. Its ramparts
are well supplied with artillery, and capable of
making n good defence against an attack from the
seq, if properly garrisoned, and it is quite impreg-
nable by the natives from the land, or north side.
Tt was at this place that the Ashantees made so
determined an attack, and an attempt to blow up
the gate of the fort. They, however, failed in all
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their attempts during the late war of 1817.  There
are ai present only two ox three private soldiers
and a sergeant of militia in charge of the garrison.
Somic of the apartments in the garrison are in a
prefty good state of repair, and might be very pro-
fitably used in more ways than one, if from one
hundred and filty to two hundred militia-men
were statloned here, and employed by turns in
managing a farm in the immediate neighbourhood :
the soil iy capable of producing cvery thing neces-
sary for the support of the garrison. In threc or
four years, on such a plan, this garrison would pay
ils own expenscs.

The native kings or chiefs, and eaboceers, are
never to be depended upon; and oven the hum-
blest of the natives, when they imagine they have
any power, although naturafly groat cowards, will
bully and be very insolent. The natives arve so
lazy that at times the merchants cannot, without
agreat difficulty, get men to load or unload their
ships. This is a very serious grievance, and often
exposes our merchants to great difficulties as well as
loss. Were our merchants allowed to hold as many
slaves as are vequisite {or the performance of
domestic dutics, and the carrying on of their busi-
ness, it would act as a check to the exportation of
slaves.

I have minutely observed and inquired into the
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state and condition of domestic slavery amongst the
native caboceers, and I solemnly declare that their
condition is much superior to that of our Lnglish
peasantry.  One English labourer, on an average,
does more work than any twelve Africans; and the
provision of the latter being so cheap (one penny
per day s sufficient for their support), they have
always plenty to eat. T am writing from aclual
observation, having had for three months a num-
ber of hired men under my charge.

Another evil arising from the sume cause, is,
that if a man is urged 1o do anything like a tenth
part of a day’s work, he will go away, and steal
sufficient to maintain him for some time; conse-
quently, the towns on the coast abound with thieves
and vagabonds, who will not work. Had domestic
glavery (or rather I may call it service) been
tolerated, our merchants would have heen encou~
raged to enter upon other speculations, such as
agriculture, and even trades; since many of our
merchants, who constantly employ five or six
native and Buropean carpenters, would put their
slaves to learn a trade, whereas they have now no
motive for doing so. Besides, the holders of
domestic slaves would use all their influence in
abolishing the removal of slaves into another
country. In Elmina the Dutch settlers still hold
their domestic slaves, and they are in a thriving
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condition. In its immediate neighbourhiood T was
surprised to find several fine gardens and plan-
tations, belonging to different merchanis esta-
blished there. Moreover, the sarrounding country
is well cleared of wood for a considerable distance,
which renders that settlement much more healthy
than Cape Coast, or any of our Enplish stations.
Although no man deotests the Slave Trade more
than myself, 1 cannot help feeling convinced that
much evil to the natives as well as to the merchants
has arisen from the abolition of domestic slavery
in our African settlements.

Another evil T also believe to be this, In all
our Missionmy Schools, reading and wiiting,
with a slight knowledge of arithmetic, is all that
is taught. By this, undoubtedly, much good is
done; but much more would be done, if these
schools were also schools of industry. When a
hoy has left school in this country, you never sec
him reading a book, or even looking at a nows-
paper.  All that these young men aspire to, is to
get something in the fashion of European clothing,
and to seelc employment as clerks. I have already
seen great numbers, who have been dismissed from
school, and can write a little. They then consider
themselves gentlemen, and their ideas are above
anything under a clerk’s place. Now, it is well
known, that among the few merchants established
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on the coast, employment as clerks cannot Dbe
afforded to as many as are desirous of such a
situation.

I will, thevcfore, cndeavour to point out a
remedy for this evil, which would, I think, not only
benefit this class of individuals, but the country at
large, as well as our manuficturers in Lngland:
—TI mean, 1he establishment of schools of industry
on a scale gimilar to that which I have recom-
mended for the garvison at Annamaboe, Let a
suitable piece of land be sclected, which any one
may have for nothing; build upon it dwelling-
houses and offices, as well as workshops, which
could soon be done in this country, if the people
could be induced to work. Men willing to become
apprentices to different trades should be selected,
and hound to bricklayers, carpenters, blacksmiths,
shoemalkers, weavers, wheelwrights, and cabinet-
makers, for three or five years, as might he
deemed most proper.  These men might assist in
building their dwellings and shops, before they
began to learn their trades, which some of them
would do by employment in this very work., Suf-
ficient ground should also be enclosed for raising
such food as is neecssary for the support of these
lahourers,

Every article of subsistence is abundantly
produced in this country, and many Ilnxuries,
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suech as sugar and coffee. Vegetables, and great
quantitice of fruit, grow spontancously. Civili-
zation might thus be begun, but it could hardly be
permanently advanced without a recourse to arms.
The Kings of Apollonia and Ashantec possess
too much arbitrary power to be withdrawn [rom
their cruel and barbarous habits by any other
means than the swoid; and it is said, that very
many other chiefs and kings are in the daily habit
of making human sacrifices.

Although Annamaboe has been already often
described, a few remarks upon it will not perhaps
be unaceeptable. DBehind the fort, or on its north
side, is a piece of ground about two hundred yards
square, round which are built some very good
Liouses, with their stores, belonging to English and
native merchants. These houses and the mission-
house ave the only buildings worthy of notice,
cxcept the King’s house. This is new, and
copied fiom those of the merchants; it is nof,
Lowever, yet finished, and very probably mever
will be, in consequence of the extreme indolence
of the people. The town may, perhaps, contain
about three thousand inhabitants, and consists
(with the exception of the houses already men-
tioned) of dwellings irregularly huddled together,
generally built round a square of about seven yards
cach way, with only one outer cntrance, each
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house opening into the square, and forming its
sides. Some of the principal houses of this de-
scription have benches running along the outside
wall inside of the squave. These benches are
made of fine clay, in the form of sofas, and are
handsomely coloured with clay of a different colour.
Tt is here that they hold their palavers, all being
seated around; the head man, or caboceer, is
generally placed on a seatl raised above the rest,

Although the soil in the neighbourhood of
Annamaboe is excellent, yet it is very little culti-
vated; the natives chiefly depend upon the people
in the woods for their corn and yams, vegetables
and fruit, which are got in exchange for fish, a
very plentiful article on the coast at certain sea-
song of the yecar,

The only thing in the neighbourhood of Anna-
maboe worth mentioning as a sign of either im-
provement or enterprise, is a good road for about
ten or twelve miles into the interior, made for
the purpose of conveying timber to the coast.
This great undertaking was executed entirely
at the cxpense of one person, a very intelligent
and highly respectable native merchant, named
Barns ; but since the abolition of domestic slavery,
he, unfortunately, cannot obtain lahourers to carry
on the timber-trade; though he has procured from
Lngland timber-carriages and every thing requisite
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—all is sacrificed. In fact, a complete check is now
put upon every effort of enterprise by the abolition
of domestic slavery. These slaves were much
hetter provided for than our labourers in Eng-
land, for they had always plenty of food and
clothing, and were never exposed in bad weather,
nor was one quarter of the labowr ever required
from them that would be expected in England.

The natives of Anunamaboe are in character
much the same as those af Cape Coast, and many of
them are thicves and vagabonds, During my
short stay there my servant’s country cloth was
stolen off him in the night. When inquiry was
made for it every onc denied ull knowledge of the
theft; however, on a closer search, the eloth was
found rolled up tightly under the Liead of one ol
the servants of the house where I lodged. T had
Lim well flogged; but nothing will cure these
people of thieving, except a tread-mill for they
fear nothing so much as labour.

During my stay at Annamaboe, the King sent
me a pressing invitation to pay him a visit, and in
order to appear before his Majesty in a suitable
manncr, I was advised by the merchants to send to
Cape Coast for my regimentals, On the following
day I paid bim a visit in my uniform, with which
he seemed much delighted. Having previously
learnt that I belonged to Her Majesty’s Life
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Guards, he asked me a great many questions
respecting the Queen of England—how she was
when I left England ? and if Prince Albert was
quite well? how many children she had? how
Iong she had been married? and what were their
titles? He laughed heatily when I informed him
that ILer Majesty had five children in so shoit
a time, and ashed me how I accounted for the
English ladies being so prolifie? Upon which 1
told him that the reason was, that in England one
man had only one wife: he could not be persuaded,
however, that one wife was sufficient for one
man.

I experienced great kindness during my stay at
Annamaboe from the merchants of that place,
both English and native; and wasindebted, during
the whole of my visit theie, to the hospitality of
Mzr. Brewe, a very respectable and enterprising
merchant.

Among the native merchants T may justly
point out Mr. Parker, who, though educated in
Africa, would appear with advantage even in
Burope. His memory is astonishing ; he has 1ead
a great deal, and has a very good libary of the
best English writers, With regard to reading,
indeed, he is an exception to the rest of his coun-
trymen, owing, I believe, principally to their erro-
neous system of education,
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November 30th,—1 took my departure from
Annanaboe, to visit the krooms* along the
coast. Three quarters of a mile from Anna-
maboe, we reached a small village of about four
hundred inhabitants, named Agah, and Deaiing
. 2’ N. from Annamahoe. My companion, Mr.
Brewe, being well acquainted with the King, or
chief, T was introduced to him, and he expressed
his gratification at secing me in his kroow, and
desived us to enter his house, and partake of some
palm wine, or peto.t But bhaving a long and
difficult journey to perform in the scorching sun,
we excused ourselves, and proceeded on our jour-
ney to the next kroom, which is three miles and
a quarter {rom Annamaboe, Qur road was along
the beach, on dry sand, ankle deep, and in the sun,
with a heat of 118° Fahrenheilt, which rendered it
very fatigning for people on foot. However, in
an hour and a quarter we reached the kroom
called Little Cromantine, formerly a Dutch set-
tlement of considerable trade, bearing E. 2° N,
from Annamaboe, - It has a strong fort, although
now abandoned and going to decay; conse-
quently its trade has also gone to Annamaboe.
The fort is in one of the best positions on the
whole of the African coast. It is built on a per-
pendicular rock one hundred feet high, washed at

#* Villages. 1 A beer made from Indian eorn,



WESTDRN AFRICA. 49

its base by the sea It is so steep as to be acces-
sible by land only by means of a zigzag path, and
yet its garrison swrrendered withoul resistance to
the Ashantces, when they might have defended
themselves against any number of assailants. Its
courtyard is entirely overgrown with small shrubs;
but there still remain on the battieries twenty-four
good twenty-four pounders,

This fort might be easily put into complete
repair, The village contains not more than five
or six hundred inhabitants, who live chiefly by
catching fish, which they carry to Amnnamaboe,
It is a wretched kroom. The houses are very
indifferently built, without any regularity; and
in passing from house to house, you must climh
over one rugged rock after another, as is some-
times the case on the sea-beach in England.

After surveying the fort and village, we com-
menced our march towards Cromantine, from
which the last-named kroom derives its name. It
is two miles and a half distant, bearing by com-
pass E. 1° N.  The road being very had, we did
not reach it uniil about ten o’clock, The en-
trance to the town is very steep, a3 it is ele-
vated one hundied feet above Little Cromantine.
Its situation is very grand and romantic. On
suddenly emerging from a very narrow path,
about the width of a sheep-track, and six feet

VOL. T. D
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deep, the town presents itself in full view on the
right front, and immediately on the right iy a
stcep ravine, thickly planted with the beautiful
plantain and banana trees, the cool aspect of which
ig refreshing to one half melted under a tropical
sun; for, unluckily, my means would not allow
me to be carried in a hammock, as my friend was.
Thank God, however, my health was good, and I
bore the journey well, The town is much more
regularly built, with a more level foundation than
Little Cromantine. We halted in the market-
place, in the centre of the town, where we were
rvefreshed with some ale furnished by my friend
M. S, Brewe. During this time the natives
assembled around us in groat numbers, gazing
upon ug with astonishment, Mr. Browe'’s musical
box pleased them very much.

In the centre of the market-place i3 a very
dirty, stagnant pool of water, the cxhalation from
which was very nnpleasant ; and though a drain
about twenty yards long and three feet deep
would have completely removed it, the inhabit-
ants are too lazy to make it. The greater part of
the Fantee pcople are the most ungenerous, un-
grateful, and unneighbowmly people in the world ;
50 much so, that when their neighhour’s house is
on fire, they will not assist in extinguishing it,
unless hired to do so. Although they are very
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superstitious respecting their fetish or religious
rites, they have no preseribed form or system of
performing them.

In Ciomantine there exists a tradition, or
rather a tale, to deceive strangers, that they have
still in their posscssion a male child, who has
existed ever since the beginning of the world.
This child, they declare, neither eats, drinks, nor
partakes of any nowishment, yet still continues in
a state of childhood. When I laughed at this
absurd tale, it somewhat offended my friend Mr.
Brewe, who deelared that he himself and his father
had actually seen this infant. I therefore expressed
a wish to see this extraordinary child; and dming
the half hour which was rcquired to prepare him
for the visit, we were admitted into their {etish-
house, or temple, in the corner of which was seated
in a chair a little clay figure of the god whom
they invoke or threaten, accoiding to ciicum-
stances. In the same house, leaning against the
wall, was the hollow trunk of a cocoa-nut tree,
chalked over with white spots. This, they told
us, was sent down to them from heaven, and was
preserved here as a proof that their fetish lives
for wnem.  When I reproved their folly in believ~
ing such tales, they seemed quite astonished and
incensed, especially the old fetish-woman, a
priestess, who at fimes exloits great sums for the

D2
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preparation of certain charms, supposed to be very
potent. When a man is sick, his relations send
for the fotish-man, who, if the party is found to be
very anxious respecting the sick man, generally
makes a heavy charge, in addition to a gallon of
1um to drink success to the fetish; and he very
frequently orders a fow botiles of rum to be buried
up to the neck in the ground in different places,
which the god is supposed to take as a fec for his
favours to the sick man. If he should die, the
fetish-man assures his relatives that the favour of
the god was not to be gained by so small a quantity
of rum. Such is the abjeet superstition prevalont
on this coast.

At length I became impatient to sce this won-
derful dwarf, or child of other days, bul was still
desired to wait a little longer. However, as we
were anxious to proceed on our journey, we sct
off. Fortunately, our road onwards passed close
to the residence of this wonderful child, so that
we halted, in the hope of having a peep at him.
Being again delayed, I lost all patience, and re-
solved to enter his dwelling. My African friends
and the multitude assembled from all parts of the
town, warned me of the destruction that would
cevtainly overtake me, if T ventured to go in
without leave. But X showed them my doubled
barrclled gun as my fetish, and forced my way
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through the crowd. On entering through a very
narrow door or gateway, into a circle of about
twenty yards diameter, fenced round hy a close
paling, and covered outside with long grass, about
nine feet high, (so that nothing within could he
seen,) the first and only thing I saw was an old
woman, whom, but for her size and sex, I should
have taken for the mysterious being, resident there
from the time of the Creation. She certainly was
the most disgusting and loathsome being I ever
beheld. She had no covering on her person (like
all the other natives of this place), with the ex-
ception of a small picce of dirty cloth round her
loins, ITer skin was deeply wrinkled and ex-
tremely dirty, with scarcely any flesh on her
bones, Iler hreasts hung half way down her
body, and she had all the appearance of extreme
old age. This ancient woman was the supposed
nurse of the everlasting child. On my cntering
the yard, this old fetish-woman (for such was her
high style and title) stepped before me, making
the most hideous gestures ever witnessed, and
endeavouring to drive me oui, that I might be
prevented from cnteving into the god’s house;
but in spite of all her movements I pushed her
aside, and forced my way into the house. Its
outward appearance was that of a cone, or extin-
guisher, standing in the centre of the enclosure.
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Tt was formed by long poles placed triangularly,
and thatched with long grass. Inside of it I found
a clay hench, in the form of a chair. Tts tenmant
was absent, and the old woman pretended that she
liad, by her magic, canged him to disappear.

On nmy return, I found my friends anxiously
waiting for me, dreading lest something awful
might have happened to me; and the towns~
people seemed quite in a fury. They did not,
however, dare to attack e, for they ave great
cowards when the lest determination or spirit of
rvesistance is shown. They are so superstitious,
that not one individual would venture over the
threshold of the holy bouse, without the permis-
sion of the old nurse. When I explained to the
multitude the nature of the trick practised by the
old woman, they were greatly ineensed. There
can be no doubt that some neighbour’s child is
borrowed whenever strangers wish to sec this
wonderful infant; and when dressed up and dis-
guised by various colours of clay, it is exhibited as
the divine and wonderful child. The natives are
so credulons, that a fetish-man or woman has no
difficulty in making them believe any thing, how-
ever extravagant,

After the delay occasioned by my visit, we
went on to our next stage, a small town near’ the
beach, called in the native language, Ocerg, which
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siynifies salt-pond. It contains about two thou-
sand inhabiiants, and derives its name {rom the
lake on which different parts of it stand. Iis ap-
pearance is very picturesque, as it is shaded by
many large cotton and adeomah, as well as cocon-
nut trees, which grow in abundance on this part
of the coast.

Here the Wesleyan missionarics hiave an esfa-
blishment, which we visited. We remained theve
for some hours during the heat of the day, which
was cxcessive, making the loose sand very trouble-
some. Oun our arrival, my friends (though they
had Leen carried through the whole distance) were
glad to lic down to rest; but being myself anxious
to see and learn as much as possible, T went over
the grealer part of the town to observe the mau-
ners and habits of the people, which differ con-
siderably from those of Cape Coust or Annamahoc,
although not at a great distance from them. The
natives of this place are more generous in their
manner, and in many of their features differ en-
tirely from those of the Fantecs, bearing much
resemblance in features and form of the head to
the Arabs and Fellitahs. Their limbs also arve
more elastic, and their eyes quicker than those of
the TFantees, who arve the heaviest and most
morose of all the Africans whom I have scen.

The houses here are much cleaner and better
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constructed than at Cape Coast or Annamaboe.
They are gencrally built round a squarc yard,
with one main entrance into it. This is mostly
abott four yards by twelve, the houses forming its
sides, with entrances to the different apartments
from the court or yard outside of these rooms.
Along the walls are clay benches, in the form of
sofus, which are shaded from the sun by projecting
roofs. In the morning, the master of the house
sits here with his attendants, and diinks palm-
wine ; but the women are his principal drudges or
slaves, as is the case in almost all other parts of
Africa. The master of the house has generally
from six to ten, or even twenty wives, according
to his means, and a proportionate number of
slaves. The slaves are not wsually treated worse
than his wives. Marriages are here made by pur-
chage, as in other parts of this coast. When a
man sees a girl to whom he takes a fancy, he goes
to hevr father, and bargains for her ag he would for
a sheep or goat, without any consideration of the
disparity of age, nor are the ghl’s inclinations ever
for a moment thought of. Even the most influen-
tial of the native meichants, who have had = liberal
education, do the same thing, and maintain a vast
number of wivesat an enormous expense.

On inquiry, I found that many Arabs and
Moors, as well as Felldtahs, had found their way
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to this place, cither as slaves or fugitives, from
their own country, and thus the differcnce of
feature before noticed may he accounted for.
Fishing is the chicf occupation of the inhabitants,
who dry the fish which they cateh in great abun-
dance, and carry them to Aunamaboe and into
the derior. Palm-oil is alse made here, as well
as farther infand.

The lake from which the town derives its name
is very salt, although unconnceted with the sea.
A high bank of sand, about ahundred yards broad,
separates this lake from the sea; consequently the
salt water must flter through the sand into the
lake, which, at high water, is wuch lower than the
sca.  From the nature of the soil and bed of the
lake, there is very little doubt but that it was onec
an inlet of the sca, now scparated from it by
sand and shells washed up by the tremendous
swell all along this coast;—hence the lagoons, or
salf lakes, found in many places, and which stretch
out toa great extent. The water is very Dad, and
can only be obtained by digging, or rather seratch-
ing holes in the sand, and it is always brackish.
This town bears 1 1° N. from Annamabog, and
is distant about nine miles from Cromantine. We
experieneed great kindness at this place from the
Misslonary teacher, a mative of Cape Const, placed
here by Mr, Freeman.

D3
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CHAPTER 1IV.

Strange Articles of Food—DNative Cookery—The River Amissa
—~Reception by the Cabocecr of Anissa—Soil, Fraits, &c—
An Adventure—Visit from a IIyena—The River Anaua
—Arsgfali—Soil, Proits, &e—Dewutiful Birds—lloors aud
Arabs here—Cattle—Roturn to Cape Coast—Hospitable Re-
ception there—Invitation from the King of Ashantee—My
Reply— Visit the Neighbourhood of Cape Coast-— Coflee
Plantations— Indolence of the Natives—The Town of Napoleon
—Tyan Awkwano—Fruits Growing Spontancously-—ad floads
—smgalar Mode of Carrying Timboer—Colion Trees—The
Dwarf Cotton Shrub—Seene of a Sanguinary Battle - Djewkwa
—Native ITonses—An Intoxicated Caboceer—The Culieceer's
Presents—Account of him—Return to Cape Coast—=Sail for
Whydah—Winnebah Method of Curing Fish—Natives— Slock
—Neighbouring Countvy—The Devil's Hill—Soil—Yunwin
{~amphirg}—The River Jensu-—Deantiful Birds—The King-
fi<her.

Ar 4 aM. we resumed our journey to the River
Amissa, distant three miles. Our road passed
over loose sand, and was very fatiguing to the
traveller.  After walking about iwo miles, we
camme to o small lake, where we found two Asher-
men busily engaged in cutting up a very large
shark, which they said they were dividing into
s0 many cowrles’ worth, or, as we should say,
two pennyworths. IHeve ““all is fish that comes
to net.” They cat anything; alligators, alliga-
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tors’ eggs, dogs, monkeys, cats,—in fact, there
are few things they will not devour as a meal,
Their method of cooking 1s certainly very good.
Their soups and stews arc wholesome ; and their
palm-soup is delicious, cither made with fish or
fowl; it is seasoned with palm-oil and pepper.
Kankic, a sort of bread made from the Indian
eorn, eoarsely ground, is the most comunon food,
as wheaten bread is in Turope. Of vegetables
they have great varictics: yames, cassada, or manioc
root, sweet potatoes, and plantains, ag well as
many other herbs used for soups. We saw at this
place the remains of a very large whale, which had
been driven on shore some time before.

Afler passing along the beach, still on the
loose gand, about one mile, we reached the river
Amissa, which might more correctly he called a
lake. The whole of the party exeept myself were
carried acress by the same men who had carried
them the previous part of the jowrney; but I,
having no carriers, was ferried across by one of the
chief’s or caboceer’s canoes, which happened to be
on the lake. After crossing it, we immediately
proceeded to the kroom, ov village, named, from
the lake or viver, Amissu. IHere the old caboccer
reccived us very kindly, and soon eleared vut o
house for our accommodation. We then walled
round the village, which is pleasuntly situated on
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a good soil, differing from any I had seen on the
coast farther westward. Tt is black, loamy, and
very rich and fertile, bearing many large trees of
different kinds, such as cocoas, bananas, and plan-
taius, in great abundance. Pine-apples come up
spontaneously.

After walking round the kroom, we went to the
river to bathe, and found that it had risen con-
siderably since we crossed i, as the sca, when near
high water, flows into it, Tt has here, however,
nearly banked itsel{ off. T hewatcr of this lake is
vory salt, although it is constantly fed by a fresh~
water stream from the N.W. This river forms a
lagoon at a short distance {rom the sca, eastwards,
On returning to our lodgings, which had nothing
but bare walls, we made a hearty supper, sitling
or lying on the ground or floor, and were after-
wards joined by the good old caboceer over a glass
of grog, which he very readily acccpted, accom-
panied by some of Lis captains. Thus we amused
ourselves till twelve o'clock, when one of our party
having got a little too much, became rather
yuarrelsome, and by some accident upset the
candle, so that we were left in lotal darkness, for
as the hut had no windows, e were not benefited
by the moonlight. The old caboceer secmed
much alarined, and clasped me tightly round the
waist with hoth his arms for protection. A light
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was, however, soon procured by help of a lucifer-
mateh, and lo! all the old clief’s captains had
deserted him, supposing the light had been por-
posely extinguished for some hostile design.  The
old man, however, was soon convinced of the con-
truy, and I escorted him liome to his house, which
differed from those already described only by hav-
ing the fire-place inside instead of outside of i,
When I icturned all the party lay down to vest
till the morning. I had borrowed a grass mat
from the eaboceer, and the others lay in their
baskets, DBlusquitoes, however, were so numervus
that we could get no rest; at about half~past
two A my friend My, Brewe and his wife
were entively driven out, and made an attempt
to slecp in the street, but found their tor-
mentors still more numerous there; whercupon,
they resolved upon beating a retreat lack tfo
Aunamaboe. However, as I had already walked
twelve miles in a scorching sun and over a misera-
ble road, I felt no inclination to accompany them,
particularly as we had not yet seen any thing of
the neighbouring country. Besides which, we had
not finished our intended journey.

DMy remonstrances, how ever, were in vain,  Mr.
Brewe had deteimined to return, and awoke my
other friend, who was comfortably reposing under
the protecting influence of Bacchus,  Tle had felt
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nothing of the musquitoes, and very much wished
to rvemain till morning; but Mr, Brewe was not
to be dissuaded, and accordingly ordered lhis ser-
vants and baggage to get into marching order.
I determined, notwithstanding, to remain alone,
Mr. Brewe showed great anxiety for my safety,
and very kindly left the provision-boxes fur my
uge during the next two days, which was very
desirable, for our money is of no valuc in this
country, cowries being the only currency Inown.

After the departure of my friends, I lay down
outside of the hut, and was just falling asleep,
when I felt something touch my cap. T was not
alarmed, however, supposing it to be cither o dog
or a pig, smelling at my head ; but on moving my
head, and making 8 noise to drive away my un-
welecome visitor, the animal made more noisc in
his retreat than it seemed possible for a dog to
make, and moved much faster than a pig. This
circunstance induced me to get up, when, to my
astonishment, the same animal having beea obliged
to ropass me, as it had been frustrated in its frst
attempt to escape by getting bewildered amongst
the houses, it turned out to be a Jarge hyena, or, as
the natives call it, a patakoo, These beasts arc so
ravenous and so numerous, that they frequenily
carry off cattle, pigs, poultry, and even dig or
roraich up dead bodies.
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In the morning, when the old caboceer visited
me, I informed him of what had happened, and he
congratulated me upon my escape, as he assured
me that those beasts frequently carry off’ a bullock
or a hog.

After hrealkfast the caboceer called again upon
me, Inviting me to go to his house to be introduced
to his family, and to drink with him, He pressed
me very much to rewmain with him a few days, bat
I begged him to excuse me, promising to come
another time and remain there a short time. The
village hears nearly the same direction by the
compass us the other two places already men-
tioned.

December 1st,—At 10 ax T set off on my
journey to the river Amnaqua, only two miles
distant. It i3 now the dry season and is very
small; it runs into the lagoon, which I was obliged
to cross in my way to the small willage or kroom
named Arsafali.  This kroom is situated between
the lagoon and the sea, but close to the latier, Tis
natives are maintained chiefly by fishing. But at
a little distance in the interior much corn is pro-
duced, and it is often brought to this place for
shipment, sometimes at the rate of sixpence per
bushel.

The soil is inuch more fertile here than at Cape
Coast.  Coena-nuts grow in great abundanee,
although near the sea no trees of any considerable
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size are to be found. The ground is mosily co-
vered with shrubs and small trees, about ten or
twelve feet high, At this place I saw some very
handsome birds, of beautiful plumage, such as the
splendid crown~bird. They arve very wild; few
of them, indced, arc stationary in any part of this
coast.  They migrate every thrce months, and
some continue here only a fow days, not remaining
to breed, perhaps as being too near the sea. The
fish taken in this lagoon have a much bettor
flavour than those canght in the sea,

The inhabitants of this place are much like those
of Accra ; mueclh better made than the natives of
Cape Coast, the foum of their head being much
finer. I found, upon inquiry among some of the
old people, that they had come from a great dis-
tance in the interior, and belonged to various tribes,
which I could distinguish from the maiks upon
their faces. Some Moors and Arabs bave cven
found their way to this part of the wesl coast.
They are, as at all other places which I have yet
visited in this countiy, very indolent; and here
they ame very fond of gaming and drinking, espe~
cially rum, or palm-wine. Sheep, goats, and pigs,
as well as poultry, are plentiful, but small and
lean, compared with those of colder cliniatcs.
The sheep in West and Central Afvica are

clothed with hair instead of wool, like the goats
in Europe.
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After dinner I set out on my return to Anna-
mahoe, along the beach, which was much more
fatigning than my journey from the Amnissa
through the woods. In the evening I reached
Acera, where I passed the night at the mission-
house, being very kindly entertained by the native
teacher before mentioned, who resides there.

December 2d.—At 10 a.m. T started again by
the same route as hefore for Aunamaboe, which
I reached at 5 pmt. There I remained a few days
longer with my friend Mr. Brewe; and when I had
determined to return to Cape Coast, my friend
Mr., Cobble kindly furnished me with a canoe, and
thus T reached Cape Coast safely after a fortnight's
absence.

There T received, as before, from My, Hutton
and all the merchants of the place, as well as
from the officers of the garrison, the greatest at-
tention and kindncss. In fact, they often pressed
me to becowmne an honorary member of their mess,
and I trust they will excuse the liberty I take in
mentioning their names, for it is the only mark of
gratitude I can give for such kindness and genc-
vosity, The officers then in garrison belonged to
Iler Mujesty’s Ifirst West India regiment, and
were,—Licutenant Pogson, commanding the fort ;
Licutenant Anton; Mr. Ross, commissary; and
Dr. MeIlardy, surgcon.
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I here waited for the King of Ashantec’s reply
to a letter sent to him by Governor Iill, as Lmen-
tioned above, The reply was despatched in due
time, and was to this effect: that the King would be
happy tosee me in Coomassie, and would give me
an escort as far as the Kong Mountains, Having,
however, soon afterwards heard of the murder of
one of his subjects, he sent off an oxpress to over-
take the Governor’s messenger, with orders for his
return to Coomassic.  When le again rcached
that place the King's letter was withdrawn, and
another substituted for it, informing the Governor
that though the King would be glad to sce me in
Coomassie, he could not allow me to go {arther,
on account of the murder which had been com-
mitted. One of his own messengers aleo was sent
down, with a large retinue of attendants, bringing
a message to the same effect. Upon consulting
the Governor, he therefore agreed with me that
it would be useless to go to Coomassie, when
I was aware that I could not penetrate farther.
QQuako, the King’s messenger, was scut for, and
desived by the Governor to tell his master the
King, that I should not trouble him, since I
should not be allowed to proceed beyond the
limits of his dowinions,

With this message his Majesty was praba-
bly much mortified. I must here add that I



WESTERN AFRICA, 67

was much indebted for the interest Governor
ITill took in my proposed journey, and to his kind
treatment of mo while I remained at Cape Coast.

After spending a very pleasant Christmas with
my generous and hospitable friend Mr. Hutlon,
and passing also the New Year's day in true Linglish
style, as fur as could be done in this country, (the
health of her Majesty and the royal family, with
success to the army and navy, and other loyal
toasts, having been drunk with mueh spirit,) T sct
out, on the 2d January, 1845, accompanicd by
My, Hutton, Mr. Smith, and the Ashantee princes
(who happened to be at Cape Coast to receive
thelr pension from the British Government), on a
journey to a town of some note twenty miles dis-
tant from the Cape, lying in a nearly north-west
direction. Our road passed through a coffee planta-
tion, formerly belonging to the late Mr. Swansea,
hut now in the possession of the Missionaries esta-
blished at Cape Coast. Tt was in a much neglected
condition, owing to the difficulty in prevailing on
the native labourers to attend to their work.

A native foreman is too commonly the idlest in
the gang, and too ready to encourage those under
him to set their cwployers at defiance.  This re-
mark will perbaps be thought by some philan-
thropic persons very uncharitable; but whoever
has had any experience of the character of this
people will corroborate my statements,  The silu-
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ation of this plantation is pretty well chosen,
as it is close to o river, and has a dwelling-house
pleasantly situated on a hill of considerable eleva~
tion, In the garden are some very fine orange,
lime, and bread-fruls trecs, with other smaller
plants, and pine-apples in great abundance. In
the plantation the coffec-trees are very healthy,
but nearly choked up with weeds and grass, which
is of very rapid growth in this country. The pine-
apples are of large size. The greater part of this
plantation, however, has been i1l chosen.

On the other side of the sirecam the soil is an
excellent ULlack Joam, and would doubtless pay
well if’ proparly cultivated.  This place is called
Napoleon, wherefore I am at a loss to ac-
count. After crossing the stream at the ford,
about ten yards wide, but only one foot deep in
the dvy scason, aud proceeding, still in a north-
western direction, three miles farther, we came
to a very neat little kroom, having about two
hundred inhabitants, called Eyau Awkwano. It
is distant eight miles from Cape Coast, and is go-
verned by a very handsome black caboceer, who,
though very good-natured, is, like all other of
these chiefs, very fond of large presents, and very
unwilling to make any in return, Here we halted
for breakfast, having the nccessary provisions,
solid and liguid, with us,

After resting two hours, we set out again, pass-
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ing over a very rugged and narrow path, conti-
nually interrupted by stumps of trees, left when
the ground was cleaved for cultivation, as the
brush-wood is then only burnt and not rooted up.
Such a road was not very pleasant for our fect,
hut after marching three miles from the last-
named kroom, we reached a much larger one,
containing about one thousand inhabitants, nearly
the whole of whom turned outl to have a peep at
our cavaleade. These two krooms are pleasantly
situated, and have » soil of the best quality. The
natives are maintained chiefly by the produce of
their lands, such as corn, yams, manioe, or cassada,
bananas, and plantains, Oranges and limes
grow spontaneously, as well as pine-apples, which
are gathered and sold at Cape Coast in exchange
for English cloth, guns, rum, or the fish caught
and dried there.

Beyond the last village the road becomes still
rougher, but is over-arched by large and beautiful
trees, various and singular in appearance, amd
adorned by many kinds of creepers, All the
large planks and beams brought to Cape Coast are
carricd from this neighbourhood on the heads of
slaves, relays of whom are stationed at intervals,
each earrying one large beam or two planks on his
liead ten or twelve miles.  This s certainly hard
work, particularly for girls.
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These slaves are only so employed for one month
duing the whole year, and perhaps have the re-
maining eleven months for their own occupations.
Domestic slaves ave by nomeansill treated. They
always have plenty of food, and clothing is not
necessary, nor is it worn, with the exception of a
small piece of cotton cloth tied round the waist.
They are always treated as part of the family.
Such 2 thing as actual want is unknown.

The beams and planks are, for the most part, of
the adoomah, a very large and handsome tree, and
excellent timber. It is all sawed by hand and pit-
saws.,  Saw-mills would be of advantage here.
Cotton trees of immense size grow in the ncigh-
bourhood, some forty-cight and fifty feet in girth.
They are only used for canoes, sometimes threo
and even four large canoes being hollowed out of
one tree. Their wood, however, is too soft for any
other purpose. The name of cotton-tree causes
many people to suppose that it produces the cotton
commonly used in manufactures ; such is not the
case; the cotton produced by this tree is contained
in oblong pods, about ten or twelve inches long,
and round at each end, like an egg. This pod
contains a substance like silk, and is nsed only for
stuffing pillows or cushions, The pods hang down
for some length, as if suspended from the end of a
picee of twine, a foot and a half long. The dwarf
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cotton shrub, which produces the material used in
our manufacture, also grows spontancously in this
neighbourhood.  This shrub seldom exceeds five or
six feet, and has several spreading stems.  Tts flower
is beautiful, either red or yellow, and is sueceeded
by around and flattish pod, about one inch diameter,
which, when ripe, bursts, and its geeds are sur-
rounded by cotton, which, when gathered, is
cleared of them. They are black, and in shape
much like the stone of our hips and haws,

After passing over the top of a gently sloping
hill, between two beautiful and well~cultivated
valleys (the spot where the Ashantees fought and
were defeated in one of their most determined
battles,) ornamented by beautiful trees, much like
the tulip-tree in full blossom, we reached a small
kroom called America, probably so named by the
European settlers. ITere we again halted and took
a draught of water, Around this little kroom the
land 1s eultivoled, and there are several very lofty
trees, very straight and spiral in form, so that il is
evident haw good the soil must be. This place is
eighteen miles from Cape Coast.  After resting
half an hour, we set out on our last stage, rather
fagaed from the roughuess of the road, and in half
an hour reached Djewlkwa, a pleasant little town,
with houses tolerably well built of mud and very
roomy. They are constructed also with a degree
of regularity seldom scen in Aftican towns, Not
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having sent any messenger forwards to announce
our approach, as is usnal in Africa, the caboceer
was unprepared to receive us, and we were, theve-
fore, told to wait a little, a houvse having Deen
shown to us in which we might stay till he could
sce us.  We waited until we lost all patience, and
were obliged to lie down under a large tree in the
market-place.  Very large ants tormonted wus
cruelly, hoth by their teeth and stings.

Al length the caboceer announced his readiness
to receive us, and we had to repair to another part
of the town where he dwelt.  TTis lisuse is the best
in the town, and in front of it we fouwd him
seated in his chair of state, a rudely constructed
wooden chair covered with brass nails, under a
large spreacing tree ; chairs and stools were placed
for all our party. The great man, however, was
so drunk as to be wholly unfit to go through the
ceremony of formally vecciving us, and we were
obliged to content ourselves hy receiving an
apology, as he candidly confessed his drunkenness
and inability to reccive us according to the custom
of the country. He then retired, and loft us
under the care of his son, who was very willing
to make himself agreeable by quaffing various
tumblers of wine and ale, which we had brought,
as well as several glasses of brandy and gin. He,
consequently, soon showed symptoms of intoxica-
tion as well as his father, and conlinued the

.
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palaver $ill eleven o’clock, when we were allowed
to retire to our lodgings for the night, where we

were each provided with a wat, the only article of

furnitare considered by this people as necessary,

In the plzmtin.g season, it appears, the farmers
(uit their houses in the town, and go to some
distance, to be near the fields ; other empty houses
belong to people who go into the interior to seck
for gold, and who are nbsent for some months.

Being well tived with my journey, I slept
soundly, and rose on the following morning much
refreshed. After breakfast we announced to the
caboceer our intention of returning Immediately
to Cape Coast. The old man was quite dis-
appointed on finding that we did not intend to
stop for a day or two; but being again drunk,
and unable to come and bid us good-bye, he
deputed his principal captain to perform that office ;
at the same tinre making us a present of gold-dust
to the value of nine pounds sterling, with three
fal sheep, all of which, cxeept one of the sheep,
we declined accepting, as we well knew much more
would be expected from us in return.

It may be proper ta give some account of this
chief before I pass on to another subject.  Ie was
one of the King of Ashantec’s head captains, who
in some way offended his master; and would have
lost his head, had he not, with some others, fled to
Cape Coast, and put himself under the protection

VOL. L E
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of the English Government, His companions
were either captured by the Ashantees in the
town of Cape Coast, or given up by the English,
and beheaded; Lut Kadjo Chibbo having been
received into the fort, was saved from the death
which awaited him, and afterwards appointed by
the Governor caboecer of Djewkwa, and his son
was sent to sehool at Cape Const for some years. Ho
can, however, now scarcely speak a word of English.
His father gets drank the fivat thing in the morning,
and remains so during the remainder of the day.

Junnary 8d.—At half-past nine o'clock we
set out on owr veturn, and reached Cape Coast,
afier sundry halts, at six o’clock in the evening,

January 30th.—An opportunity of visiting all
the principal settlements along the coast as far as
Whydah baving occurred, I went after a fow
howrs’ notice on hoard the Medora, a vosscl
belonging to Mr. T. Hutton, he being himself
emburked also; and on the 1st of February we
reached Winnebah. Going on shore we pro-
veeded directly to the Dission-house, where we
fortunately met the two missionaries, Mr. Brook-
ing and Mr, Chapman, who had lately returned
from Coomassie. They were now on their way
from Accra, and treated us with great kindness,
At their departure on the following morning they
left orders that I should receive every accommo-
dation diving my stay at VVWinnebak,
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This place 1s well sitnated both for trade and
agricalture. The 1own is built close to the sea,
very near the mouth of a large river running from
the interior and emptying itsclf into the Atlantic.
The buildings arc very irregular, and have mud
walls, though veryfine freestone might he got in
great abundance close at hand. There is only
one stone house in the place. Its chief article of
trade s palm-oil, whicll 38 brought from some
distance in the interior. The inbabitants make
a pretty comfortahle living by fishing, as the fish
is plentiful in the sea here, the average number
caught by cach fisherman heing five thousand. This,
however, is only the casc at certain seasons. The
fish are dried and sent into the interior, where
gold dust is given in exchange. Their method of
drying fish is very simple.  If the fish excecds the
size of o small herving, it is split up the back, and
the whole are spread in rows in the sun, and after
having been turned twice during the day, on ihe
second day ave completely cured, without the
addition of salt. A greal many sharks ave also
dried, and when large cut into several pieces. At
Winnebah they do not smaoke the fish, as is done
in many places.

Nowhere on this coast did T find so great a
diversity of character and manner as in this place.
Natives from two-thirds of all Africa are to be
scen here.  Any person acynainted with the fea-

L2
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tares of the different African tribes might casily
distinguish them. No doubt they have becn
brought from various parts of the interior as
slaves. The men are generally tall and athletic;
the women much handsomer than those at Cape
Coast. They secm good-tempered, lively, and
fond of dress, as all their countrymen are.

Pigs, oxen, sheep, goats, fowls, ducks, and tur-
keys, are fine and plentiful for the space of ten
miles square,

Tmmediately behind the town, the country is a
beautiful lavel, studded heve and there with cluips
of trees, and the soil is rich and black. Ten miles
oftf is a chain of mountains. The western point
terminates in what i8 ealled the Devil’s ITill, about
four hundred feet high, bearing from the town of
Winnebah N.W. by W. The whole surrounding
country locks beautiful, and much resembles a
fine large park in England. The lower or western
part of this plain is flooded in the rainy season.

On cxamining the vegetation and soil in the
bed of this occasional lake, I found the borders
coveved with a small plant, called by the natives
yanwin, which grows near all salt lakes on this
coast. This plant is used by them as a medicine.
It is also common in both England and Scotland
among the rocks on the sea-coast, and much
prized as a salad or pickle: in England it
is named samphire. The growth of this plant
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here shows that in the rainy scason, when the
river is much swollen, the sca rises considerably
higher, and mahes the water of the river and this
lake salt, as I have never found this plant itselt
very salb to the taste near fresh water.

The river Jensu, which falls into the Atlantic
aboul three quatters of a mile to the cast of
Winnebals, is said by the natives to be navigable
upwards of two hundred miles; but I only
ascended it about six or seven miles, It is very
shallow at its mouth during the ebb of the tide,
owing to the bar invariably formed af the mouth
of all rivers on this part of the Afiican coast
by the itrcmendous surf which always prevails.
About half a wmile above its mouth the river
deepens 3 its hanks are abrupt, and about five feet
above the surface of the water. In the dryseason
the current is very sluggisl, not excecding a mile
and a half an hour. For two miles {rom the sca
trees and large shrubs adorn both bauks, full of
various birds of beantiful plumage. Amongst
these I could distinguish two species of king-
fishers, one as large as a thrush, and the other not
larger than a tom-tit; the smaller much darker in
colout than the other. Alligators are very large and
anmerous; and I observed the sea flowed at o con-
siderable height up the river as far as I ascended,
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CIIAPTER V.,

Native Taws —Roguery of the Natives; White Men fair Game—
Supeistition—Fetish-houses—(olour, Habils, ke of the Na-
tives—Provalence of Diunkenness — Disgusting Negleet —
Farhion in Shaving—Tally System—DPopulation—Accra—DMr,
Bannerman and his Hospitality—Damsh  Accera, patly De-
molished—Qceasion of this—Attowpt to asswwcinate the
Govarnor—English Acera, ils Tiade much reduced by Compe-
tition with Amerieans—Cwurency—Merchants’ Tlouses—Iiuits
and Plowers—The Coromantine Apple—Natives monb export
Thieves—Population—Cirenicision—Dbdode of Carrying Chil-
dren—8leep in the Open Air—Manufactures—Fish—Drillicalt

~~Fanding—Salt Lake—So0il—Gaming and Drinking— Population
of Bnglish Acera—Stock—Crucl Wreatment of Lloises —Want
of Natural Affection—8ail for Ahguay—Boarded by un Buglish
Brig—M?. Hutton’s Tactory at Ahguay—A Drunken Caboocer
~ITis Dress and Attendants—A Prineipal Fotish-woman, her
Dress—Dance perfoimetd by Her—Natives of Ahguay—Slave-
merehants — Colton and Indigo — Markets — Treatment of
Blaves—Charactervistics of Alricans—I"ish—Method of Dressing
the Crab— Alligators—Alligator-hunt—Plantsand Fruits—The
Velvet-Tamarind—Dlopoe~Mr. Lawson, 2 Native Merchant—
Introduction to his Wives— Merchants, their Mode of Living
—8laveTiade — Population — Manufactures — Gaming und
Drinking—Kankie—M. De Suza’s Slave Fstablishment—Ilis
House—Ilis Domestic Slaves—Noisy Recaption by the Cabo-
ceer—Tieatment of Slaves.

Tar native laws are not severe. Theft is
punished by fine, imprisonment, or flogging, ac-
cording to the magnitude of the offence. Adultery
is punished by compelling the adulterer to pay the
original price for which the adulteress was pur-
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chased by her husband, and the culprit then tokens
the woman to himself.  DBut fewale virtue is held
in go little estec, that opportunitics of infidelity
are often afforded by hushands 1o some of his less
favourite wives {for the purpose of extorting money
and getting vid of ler. The common price of n
wife here and at Cape Coast is sixtcen dollurs,
A wile is very seldom purchased when move than
twenty years old; Dbul generally when five or
six years younger, so that very old men have {re-
yuently ten or a dozen wives much younger
than thelr own daughters, Not even the appear-
ance of aflection exists hetween Lhushand and wife,
or between parents and children. So little do
they care for their offspring, thut inany offered
to sell me any of their sous or daughters as slaves.
They are, to speak the truth, in point of parental
affeetion inferior to brutes.

The cahoceer is judge and chief’ magistrate at
Winnebah, his captaios forming his council or
jary; but a white man who has been robbed
geldom obtains any redress, since the natives con-
sider him as fair game, and the caboceer, doubt-
less, reccives part of the plunder. Whenever,
therefore, 1 detected the offenders, I gave the
thieves a good sound flogging mysclf.  There are
here, as all along the coast, fetish-honses In many
different parts of the town; and the hoage wor-
shipped by them is a rude figure made of clay, in
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a sitting posture, and as nearly like a human
being as the artist can make it. On certain days
they prostrate themselves and kiss the ground,
when they come near any of their sacred places.
Nothing offends them more than showing con-
tempt for their fetish, This is resented more
especially by their fetish-men, or priests; there are
also many fetish-women on this part of the coast.

The natives vary much in colour, owing to the
mixture of the different tribes; those of the
purest race have what is called a good black hue,
woolly hair, high forehead, with the upper part
narrow and round, The average height of the
men is five feet nine inches ; of the women, about
five feet six inches: they are well made. They
usnally wear only a cloth round their loing, but
the younger of both sexcs generally go entirely
naked. They most commonly wash themselyes
once in twenty-four hours, but lic on ihe ground
huddled together like pigs. Their food is chiefly
yams, plantains, kankie, fish, and palm-oil. Thej
caboceer and his captains generally get drunk with
palm-wine, peto, and rum, twice in the twenty-
four hours.

Much neglect seems to prevail at the time of the
birth of male children, respecting the separation of
the umbilical cord. Many boys, and even men, may
be seen with protruding navels as large as a duck’s
cgg, sometimes turned down at the end. They have
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many different fashions in shaving their heads:
some leave only a small tufl on the crown; others,
a tuft on oue side just above the ecar; others,
narrow strips from the middle of the forchead to
the top of the head; others, again, from car to ecar,
thus dividing the head into four parts,  Some
shave their heads only from the forcheud to the
suture, which is very observable in the skulls
kept in their fetish-houses.  Of letters or cyphers
they are wholly ignorant.  Their tally is kept in
grains of Indian corn, so many being put in one
small bag as an account aguinst the debtor, and
in another as the number due to the ereditor,
Surnames are not in use in any part of the Western
Coast,* except among the few who have Leen edu-

« The natives name their children after the day of the week,
and if more than one child is born on the same day of the week,
they are called First, Second, and so on according te themr
seniority.

Sunday . . . Quesern. Thursday . . Yowda.
Monday . . . Adjuda. Friday . . . Fecra.
Tnesday ., . . Denada. Saturday . . DMemenda.

Wednesday., . Dwkra.
Dersons born on cach day of the week :(—

Men, Wemen.
Suaday. . . . Quashie . . . Aquesuva.
Monday . . . Kudjo . . . . Adjewa.
Toesday . . . Kobra . . . ., Aabinaba.
Wednesday . . Quako , . . . Akooa.
Thursday . . . Quaow . . ., . Yaha
Friday . . . . Kaffee . . . . Efwa.

Baturday . . . Quoaming . , . JAmma.

3
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cated, whose number is very small, considering the
time that missionariecs and schools have bheen
established among them. The town of Winnebah
contains about four thousand inhabitants.
February 5th, 1845.—We set sail from Winne-
bah and landed at Acera. On the morning of the
6th I went on shore and visited Mr. Bannerman,
whose bospitality and kindness are well known to
Buropeans. After breakfasting with him, I went
to see some more of my friends in this place; and
with Mr, Gedge, 2 British merchant cstablished
here, I remained during my stay. Ile drove me
over the Danish Accra, where we visited the
Governor, a very kind and gentlemanly man,
Two days previous to my arrival at Acera, he
had been under the necessity of destroying part
of the town, as the inhabitants of the demolished
houses had received and harboured a party of
misereants who had come down from the Wood-
lands with the intention of murdering him. The
party, amounting to fifty armed men, had stationed
themselves on the beach to waylay his Excellency
when he landed from a Danish vessel anchored
in the roads, on board of which he had gone to
visit the commander ; but before the boat came
within gunshot of the beach, n signal from the
fort warned them to keep off His Exccllency,
thereupon, returned to the ship, and brought a few
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marines in another hoat, who soon put these would-
be assussins o flight. When he had asceriained
where they had been scereted, his Iixcellency
ordered that part of the town to be cannonaded.
I visited the ruins, and it was certainly a wretehed
speetacle to sew so many houses in ashey, and theis
inhabitants encamped on the outskivts of the
town, with such artieles of furniture as they were
able to save frowm destruction.  Fortunately, this
being the dry scason, they were not so much ex-
posed as otherwise they might have beeu.

These people feel the destruction of their
abodes the more as their dwellings are their
family sepulchres; every member of the family
being invaribly buried under the floor. What
rendered their case still more wretched, was,
knowing that they would not be allowed to vebuild
1helr houses, as the Governor intends fo build bar-
racks upon the site of the ruins.

It may be well to give some information re~
specting the origin of this untoward event. The
chief of the Ayuapim country had a rival in his
own brother, who established his claim upon the
grounds, that, although not the lawful heir, he had
been chosen, as was the custom, by the people ;
the decision of the matter was therctore referved
1o the arbitration of the Governor of the Danish
fort at Acera. The rival chiefs, as 1s usual in such
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cases, repaired 1o Acera, and waited in the market-
place until thelr arrival was announced to the
Governor. During this interval, one of the parties
commenced their palaver; but the lawful chief
declaved his determination not to enier into any
palaver, except in the Governor’s presence. IHigh
words cnsued, and the usurping party withdrew
1o the houses where they had deposited their arms,
with which they immediately returned ; and, with-
out cerewmony, fired upon their opponents, killing
and wounding several of them, as well as several
individuals no way concerned in the affair. This
enraged not only the opposing party, but also the
people of Danish Accra, who instantly attacked
and pursned their assailants, who immediately fled.
They were, however, speedily overtakon, and com-
pelled to fight, and several, on both sides, were
killed. Six of the chiefs of the usurping party
were beheaded, with their chief Qwoosoco, and
thelr heads were carried back to Accra, and
placed close by the gate of the fort. When the
Danish Governor was informed of this, he ordered
the heads to be buried, and, as soon asg he con-
veniently could, went himself to the Aquapim
country, in order to settle, if possible, their palaver.
Howaever, this could not be done with satisfaction
to both parties, consequently the usurping party
(whose chief was killed) determined to kill the
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Danish Governor. This, as we have mentioned,
was happily prevented. The name of the rival
chiefs were Ahdoom and Owoosoo.

English Acera is well situated on the sea-coast,
in 5°31' 9" N. latitude, and 11' 5 W, longitade—
Dutch Accra joining it.  This place cmrics on
a considerable trade in gold, pahin-oil, awd ivory ;
but the English trade is now much reduced, on
account of the number of American vessels which
visit the whole coast, with goods of a very in-
ferior description, and, of course, at a very luw
price. Moreover, the American capiains generally,
for a trifle of extra pay, act as supercargoes,
hawking their goods in all seaport towns, as our
pedlars do in England; and as the natives cannot
distinguish a good from an inferior article, the
fair trader, or vesident merchant (whose ex-
penses are very great), is much injured. Dollars
and cowries are the proper cwrency; but oil and
ivory, as well as gold, arc generally exchanged for
goods suitable for the country, such as cotton,
cloths, gun, gunpowder, and flints.

There arc several old-established merchants in
Accra, both native and English.  Of the former,
several havebeen educated in England, and are very
respectable men, who have done much for the im-
provement and appearance of Accera. Their houses,
as far ag is consistent with the climate, where the
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thermometer ranges {rom 82° to 87, in the slade,
are built on the English plan, with large gardens
and pleasure-grounds, laid out at an enormous
cxpense, though not very productive, as the soil
in the immediate neighbourhood is chiefly sand
or gravel, and very dry and barren.

Cactus of different kinds, and the prickly pear,
grow here in great abundance; the cashew nut,
which produces much fruit, is also conmuomn, as
well as oranges, limes, bananas, plantains, and
pine-apples, with another very delicious fruit, not
very common on this coast, called the Coromanting,
or Cromantine apple, {rom the Duteh settlement
bearing that name ncar Annamaboc. Iis native
namd, however, is Avombobgway, It is about the
size of a hen’s egg, and has nearly the shape of a
pear. Its colour, when ripe, is a dark yollow; s
gkin smooth, with an oblong grain. Its sweetness
is mixed with a slight acidity., The natives prize
it highly as a preventive against seca-sicluess,
Tts sceds are four in nwnber, oblong, and about
three guarters of an inch in length, very thin
towards the edge, gradually thickening towards
the centre to three-cighths of an inch. In colour
it is similar to the horse-chestnut; the inner part
is of a pale ycllow, and easily separated in the
widdle.

The natives of Accra arc allowed, by all other
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people from Cape Cuast to Benin, to be the greatest
and most expert thicves along the whole coast ;
but my experience does not cnable me to perceive
any greab difference in this respeet, for I lave
found them all a great deal more dexterous than
was convenient, white men being always cou-
sidered as law{ul prey in all cases. Even in the
market they will always ask four times the proper
price from an European. The population is much
mixed here as well as ot Winnebah; but there are
considerably more mulattoes in proportion to the
respective population of the two places. 'This,
no doubt, arises from their hiaving had more intor-
course with Furopeans. Cirecumeision is practised
by a considerable number. This customn was in-
troduced by some of the slaves brought from the
interior; as I observed the same practice in several
towns on the banks of the Niger when there in
1841. In Accra this operation is performed upon
the children generally at the age of ten or cleven
years, after which a square grass mat, about the
thickness of coarse canvass, is worn by the hoy
till the wound is healed, by which those who have
undergone the operation are casily distinguished
from others,

Many of the natives, both male and female, go
entirely naked, till they ave twelve or thirteen
years old; and all, when grown up, except u very
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few, have the upper part of their bodies entirely
naked, as well as their Jegs and feet. The women
invariably carry their child upon their back while
in the performance of their domestic duties, and
even on their long journeys into the bush to buy
provision, cither for their families or for sale in
the market. All laborious duties fall on the
wives; fshing, planting corn or manjoe, is the
only work performed by the hushand.  The
child, as before stated, is carvied on its mother’s
back or hips, resting upon a kankie—a sort of
pad in the shape of a half moon, fixed {ightly
round the loins, and protruding at least six inches.
The child is scalecd on this sort of pad or saddle,
with a strip of country cloth round the upper part
of its body, as well as its mother, to keep it in its
proper place. When the child requires the mother’s
breast, you will often see it reaching its head
round to the front, and catching hold of the
breast with both hands, {0 support itself whild
sucking, the mother continuing her pace unaltered,
with perhaps a hundred-weight of yams and {ruit
on her head, during a journcy of twelve or fifteen
miles. The women’s breasts are generally much
larger and looser than those of an Kuropean,
and frequently hang down as low as the walst,
which is very convenicnt for the infant when
seated in its saddle.
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During the dry ~cason the natives very seldom
sleep In their houses in any part of the west
coast of Africa, hut lic ou a thin grass mat outside
of their houses, without any covering. Country
cloths are manufactured at Acera, but not ex-
tensively.  Drip or filter stones are made from
an excellent stone found here, superior to any
other for that purpose. The same stone is also
used for building. Fish is very abundant genc-
rally, amongst which is one of a very peeuliar
flavour, much esteemed, and not found on any
other part of the coast, called by the natives
pogte.  The fish is generally dried in the same
fashion as at Winnchah., (Quantities of these flsh
are sent into the interior, even to Achantee.

The landing is difficult at certain seasons,
owing to a great many ridges of rocks. In
the rear of the town is a salt lake of con-
siderable magnitude, frequently broken in upon
by the sea, which washes away the sand-bank,
separating the one from the other. Three or four
miles behind the town is fine land for cultivation,
but between that distance and the town the soil is
sandy, mixed with shells and other marine sub-
stances, leaving no doubt that the sea, at a
former period, covered the surface.  Gaming and
drinking are prevalent here to a great extent.
Cards, and o game called Adjito, arc the prin-
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cipal games. Dranghts arc also played in Dutch
Accra,

English Accra, according to my estimation, con-
tains about seven thousand inhabitants. Stock of
different kinds is abundant; and if any attention
were paid to if, it might be wonderfully improved,
but the Africans pay mno attention either to do-
mestic or wild animals; even the dog or horse,
the two most sagacious of all the animal creation,
excite in them no interest whatever, If not driven
to it, they will sufier a horse to stand for days, tied
up without food or water. In facet, in no ease do
they exbibit any feeling cither of regard or afleetion,
to mierit even o comparison with any of the lower
animals, being also sclfish in the extreme, in overy
point where no traces of education arc found.

February 11th,—T sailed {rom Acera, for Ah-
guay, accompanied by Mr. TLutton, on hoard the 5%
Helier of Jersey, Master, Duslands.  This vessel
being consigned to Mr. Hutton, with goods for his
factories on the leeward coast, gave me a good
opportunity of visiting each place where his fac-
tories are established, as well as many of the prin-
cipal towns and markets in the neighbourhood.

On the 12th, at ten A.ae, we were boarded by
the Cyynet, brig-of-war, the same vesscl in which
I was ordered a passage from Eugland, previons
to iy being transferred to the Prometheus steamer.
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Only a short time previous, she had run a large
Spanish slaver on shore, much larger ¢han herself,
and well armed.  She was then on the look-out
for a felucea, which was afterwards taken by (he
ITydra steamer,  On the 13th, we were boarded
by the Ster, Captain Dunlop, ofl’ Popoe, a town of
slave-trading notoricty.

On the same evening we anchored off Aliguay,
another of' the greatest slave-marts on the coast of
Africa; and on the following morning went on
ghore in onc of Mr. Hutlon’s cances, which we
brought from Cape Coast, as well as a crew of
canoemen, as there is great difficulty at times
when shipping slaves in obtaining them, for they
are gencrally themselves slaves, and their masters
invariably slave-dealers, Spaniards and Tortu-
guese. In fact, all the natives here who can affurd
it arc all concerned in this traffic.

After landing, we proceeded to Mr, Hutton’s
factory, on the south side of the town, fucing
the sea, distant half a mile, over a bed of looge
dry sand, and always very hot. The sca-breezc,
however, renders it less distressing, Upon near-
ing the factory, we werc met by the caboceer,
a tall fat man, with bloodshot eyes. Tle ap-
peared to be a complete specimen of the drunken
sot, which I found to be truly the case. Ile
wore a couutry cloth round his loins, and « light
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blue hat, too small for him. On his wrists he
had heavy iron bracelets, rudely manufactured.
On this occasion he was attended by his prineipal
captains, or headmen, but what in any civilized
couniry would be called a disgusting rabble,
About twenty or thirty had old Danish muskets,
with which they kept up an irvegular fire when
the guns were inclined to go off, which was seldom
the case more than once out of four times. A
great many, however, never hroke silence, running
round their chief like so many loose hounds, and
performing the most ludicrous and disgusting
gestures, to show, as they imagined, their great
superiority to strangers.

This remarkable cavalcade was accompanied by
the principal of the fetish-women. Her dress or
surplice was of the most grotesque description.
On her head was a fore-and-aft hat, in the form of
a naval cocked hat, made of grass or rushes, ma-
nufactaied like our rush baskets in England; a
number of greegrees, or charins, were suspended
round her neck. Her lower garment, or official
costume, was a thick coat of thatch of the long
grass, one end plaited into a band about four feet
long. This band is tied round the body, the loose
ends of the grass hanging downwards in the form
of the Highlander’s kilt, Lut not quite so good
looking. The fetish-woman also wears on thesc state



WESTIRN AFRICA. 23

occasions a sheep or goat’s skull on her forchead,
outside her rush cap. She also carries two rude
wooden batons, one in each hand, She dances to
the music of her two batons, beating on cach other,
her motion being about as graceful as a haycock
shaken on the top of a haymaker’s pitchfork.
Her body is white-washed with a very fine lime,
manufactured from the oyster-shell, which is here
in great abundance.

Nothing of particular interest struck me in Ah-
guay, the slave-trade being the principal traffie.
Palm-oil and a little ivory are purchased by Mr.
Hutton, the only European factor in the place.
The chavacter of the natives is depraved in the ex-
treme. Asin all other slave-dealing settloments,
they are aided by cach other in cvery sort of
villany, murder not exeepted. The example
set them by the Spaniards and Portuguese is
certainly bad. These are very numerous here,
Besides those actually slave-merchants, a great
number of slave crews are landed here, amongst
whom very frequently deadly encounters take
place with the knife or pistol.

Cotton is cultivated by the natives, spun, and
woven into cloth.  In spinning, the distafl’ is the
only system or method known, They use a con-
"siderable quantity of Jime on their fingers when
spinning, to prevent the perspiration staining
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the thread. Indigo also grows here, as well as
in all the neighbourhood, and is manufactured
rudely by the natives. The leaves arc pounded
or beaten on a stone, until they becoiue one mass.
They are afterwards made up into round balls,
about the size of a cricket-ball.  They arc then
exposed in the market for sale.

There are two small markets daily in Ahguay,
which are tolerably well supplied with articles of
consumption.  DBrazilian tobacco is sold in the
market,—no doubt taken in exchange for slaves;
yams, manio¢ rool, plantain and banana, pine-
apples, cashew nuts, ginger and pepper; ground
nuts and cotton are also sold in the market,
as also country pots of very fair worlkmanship,
grass bags, and mats of various kinds and of
mixed colours, some displaying considerablo taste
and skill. The bush-rat is also dried, and
sold in the market. The slaves arve let out, like
horses, to work; those sclected for exportation
work in irons. The irons are worn round the
neck, the length of chain between each slave
being about a yard and a hall'; but I have never
gecn any of them perform half what in England
would be considered a day’s work for a boy of
fourteen yeavs of age. The habits of all heing
naturally indolent, they never expect half’ o day’s |
worl from their slaves.
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The condition of the donmestic is very different
to what the people in Tngland are led to suppose,
excopt those who are exported. They are con-
sidered as part of the family, and arve very seldom
worked beyond what is necessary for exercise,
They are constantly, as I have already seid, sup-
plied with plenty of food, which is always in great
abundance; and if they are sick they are sure of
being provided tor. The owner will always talke care
of his slaves for his own sake. As I have before
stated, nothing approaching affection, or thal re-
gard pereeptible in the eivilized world, can be
traced In the character of the uncivilized Afri-
ean; ncither can I convince myself that education
evon will establish in the breast of an African
those fine feelings to be found in the Iluropean.
The fox exhibits « treacherous cunning, but can
never be trained to that sagacity and atlachment
possessed by the spaniel or Newfoundland dog.
I may be cousidered severe in my remarks, but
the veal character of the African has often heen
sadly mistaken, for want of actual knowledge.

The African can never be properly appreciated
where he has a chance of obtaining anything
by feigning any passion towards vou, whick
may be deemed must likely to obiain what e
desites.  But go amongst them poor enough, as
I was, only to pay for what you purchase, with-
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out anything to give away, then you will never
be troubled with any of their importunitics or pre-
tended friendship.

The reception experienced by Mr. Hutton and
myself from the caboceers was purcly with a
view to obtain presents, as in the two following
days we were surrounded by them, begging rum
and other articles.

At Ahguay fish are caught in great abundance,
as are also crabs, DLoth land and water. They
are converted into a very dclicious dish by the
natives. Tlic crab is dismewmbered, and Lis claws
eracked or broken; all the fish is (aken out, ag
also that in the main hody.  The substance is
then finely minced together, scasoned with new
palm-oil or suct, and well scasoned with pep-
per,*  This operation is performed afior the
crab is parboiled. The whole of the preparation
is then packed closcly into the shell of the body
of the erab, and put into an oven and baked.
It is brought to the table in the shell. This would,
in my opinion, become a choice dish in England.
Immediately behind this town is the fine Lagoon
river, which is navigated by great numbers of
canoes from a considerable distance, The greater
part of the fish used in this country is canght in

#* This dish is called katoh bim. In the Fantee country, koteh,
signifies crab, and Zum, pudding,
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this lagoon, which abounds with a variety of fish,
and great numbers of alligators, which arc often
very dangerous to persons bathing in the river.
A short time ago a lwge party were bathing,
amongst whom was only one man, An alligator
scized him, and of course killed him. In conse-
quence of this, the natives turned, accompanied
by their fetish-men, and determined to hunt
alligntors until they found the same onc who
had killed their companion. After killing ten or
cleven alligators, it was declared by the fotish-man
that they had at last caught the offender; for he
informed the party that his fetish had assured
him of it. No doubt the fetish-man was now tired
of*the sport,.

The river herc is about seventy yards wide, in
the dry season, and three and a half fect decp.
The current is about onc mile per hour: source
from West to East. From the northern bank the
land is very level, and the soil rich black loam and
sand. It is partially cultivated for the growth of
yams, cassada or manioc, cotton, and indigo. I
observed some very singular heath at this place,
about two miles from the river; ags also fern,
which T could not distinguish from a species 1
have observed in Great Dritain and in Scotland,
called the lady or female fern.  The velvet tama-
rind also grows here in great abundance. It is a

VOL, 1. ¥
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small fruit, about half an inch in diameter, nearly
round; it grows with a pod closely resembling
fine black cotton velvet. The pod is about the
thickness of a penny-picce of copper, in its cenlre,
and has a sweet acid taste, much prized by the
natives. Although small in comparison with the
common tamarind of this country, it is much more
delicate and delicions. The tree, at a little distance
from the sea, grows about twenty-five feet high,
spreading in a regular conical form, and forming
an agreeable shade from the burning rays of the
sun, Its leaves are small, like the English plum-
tree; its fruit distributed very regularly.  Many
other deliclous fruits are found here, growing on
shrubs of the laurel tribe. Some of the fruit are
oblong, others round, and about the size of a sloe,
the colour of all is yellow when ripe. Some also
grow in pods about the size and shape of a large
capsicum, containing a large quantity of seeds.
This neighbourhood would, in my opinion, prove
an excellent ficld for a botanist,

On the morning of the 15th, Mr. Hutton,
myself, and a few more of the people (natives),
set out in a canoe to visit Popoe, and call upon
Mur, Lawson and his family. Popoe is about eight
miles to the westward of Ahguay, and is sitnate,
Iike the latter place, close to the sea, having the
lagoon behind, or to the north of the town. My
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friend, Mr. Flutton, had forwarded a communica-
tion of his intention to visit Popoe. My, Liawson,
a3 well as most of his family, were born at Acera,
and arc consequently Fantees.  Ile is a little old
man, much under the middle size, a jet black, with
round shoulders, or bordering more upon the
huffalo or hump-back. e very graciously con-
descended to indroduce us to two of his favourite
wives, of extraordinary dimensions, for cireum-
ference of hody is here considered a principal
mark of beauty. They were seated facing us, on
the opposite side of the room, the old man seating
himself by our side. With one of his best grins,
he pointed out the two huge flesh mountains as
his wives, upon which they seemed much grali-
fied. Toach dameel had on her wrist a pair of large
solid silver bracelets, weighing about half a pound
each, very plain, and similar to those worn by the
convicts in the dock-yards in Tngland. The
ladies scemed about twenty-four years of age;
while their old matrimonial partner, very much
resembling a monkey, was about seventy.

Mr. Lowson’s two sons ave living in the next
house to their father, and earry on a trade in all
sorts of goods of British manufacturce, which are
exchanged for padm-~oil and ivory. Their houses
are good, and in every way arranged to Imitate
our Lnglish style. They also enjoy every luxury

F2
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which can be procured from European nations,
as well as those of their own country. They are
very kind and hospitable in their own houses to
those with whom they are acquainted, but they
are very deceitful and treacherous in their cha-
racter. If an Knglish man-of-war or merchant-
man is in the offing or in the roads, the old man
acknowledges the British flag, but the moment
the flag of another nation is displayed, he, like
the Vicav of Bray, acknowledges that also.

The old man professes great attachment for the
English, and even pretends to give our naval
officers information respecting the slave-trade, Dug
it is needless 1o say that it is always false, as he is one
of the most notorious slave~dealers on ihe coast
himself; although T believe that it is not gene-
rally known in England he is at all concerned
in that traffic.  This statement, however, may be
relied upon, as T am writing from ocular demon-
stration, as well as from authentic information, to
a much greater extent than even fell under my
own obscrvation. I have also obtained informa-
tion which may very probably lead to implicate one
in this abominable traffic who is Iittle suspected,
and whose duty, according to British law, it is to
suppress this trade. But I shall, after obtaining
more information with regard to the conduct of
this individual, write fully upon this subject.
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Mz, Lawson, owing to his great trade and wealth
acquired by the slave-trade, is acknowledged by
the inhabitants as the leading man in Popoe,
although they have a caboceer, or dootay, who is
acknowledged as hereditary chicf magistrate or
ruler; for when DMr. Lawson interferes, the
opinion or order of the caboceer is disregarded.

Popoe contains about five thousand inhabitants,

amongst whow are many Spaniards and Portu- .

guese, whose numbers are considerably increased
of late, owing to the crews of several captured
slave-ships heing landed at Whydah. Cotton is
eultivated, and manufactured here to a consider-
ablo extent. Earthen pots and jugs are also
manufictured. Drinking and gaming is becoming
more prevalent among the natives. Their chief
drink is rum, and peto, which, if properly managed,
would make good beer. T made ale from the In-
dian corn a few days ago, which I expect to prove
tolerably good. The games they practise are
cards, draughts (no doubt introduced by Eu-
ropeans), and the game of adjifo, before-men-
tioned. Tobacco is also much sought after by
the natives. Their chief food consists of kankie,*
and fish, which is caught in great abundance in
the lagoon,  Manioc-root is wuch in use for

* Kuankic is Indian corn ground, made into dough, wrapped in
leaves, and then baked or boiled in lumps, the size of a man's fist.
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farina for supplying the slaves while in bara-
coons, and also for their own consumption. Yams
are not so plentiful as on many other parts of the
coast.  Stock of every description is here in
abundance, and of a superior deseviption; but
unfortunately little attention is paid to the im-
provement of it. They never fatten any of their
stock previous to using them. The soil vound this
neighbourhood is very good and level.

On a small island, on the opposite side of the
lagoon from Popoe, is a large slave cstablishment
with several baracoons, belonging to Isidore de
Suza, son of M. de Suza of Whydah, who is the
greatest slave-dealer in all Africa, although in
other respects a very kind and generous man.  Mr.
Hutton and myself visited the island, and called
upon Isidore. 'We were ushered into alarge hall,
or prineipal apartment, beautifully arranged in the
Spanish style, and richly furnished with Turopean
materials, Round this apartment were arranged
prints, in rich gold frames, of Napoleon in his
principal battles, as well as his disinterment at St.
Helena, and second funcral in France. In a few
minutes Isidore himself made his appearance, and
gave us a hearty rveception. His house is very
pleasantly situated, commanding a full view of the
Atlantic Ocean, It is well situated for his trade
of slave-dealing,  Isidore is a tall, stout man, of
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pleasing expression and agreeable manners. e
is kind and generous to all his domestics, who live
mn case and indolence. The greater part of his
domestic slaves arc at all times either playing
at some game which can be enjoyed cither lying
down or sitting, or stretehed at {ull length in the
dirt, like so many pigs. The African docs not play
any games requiring excrcise of hody, but will lic
for a whole day scarcely changing his position,
except to eat; and on these occasions he generally
eats s much as three or four Jouropeans.

On this island T observed the finest cattle I had
secn on this part of the coast. They arve properly
attended to, having proper sheds, and elaves ap-
pointed to attend to them. I also saw a very
handsome pony here, and in good condition.
Isidore is of Portuguese parents.

After crossing the lagoon, we returned to
Popoe, where we went through the same ordeal
of reception, by the continued annoyance of the
firing of old muskets close to our heads, as well as
several four-pounders placed on the sand (pro-
cured from the wreck of some of the slave-vessels
driven on shore), and fired as quickly as they could
be crammed full of powder, nearly as large as
swan-shot. Ilere we were followed by at least
three or four hundred ragamufiing of all descrip-
tions, clapping hands, beating tom-toms, firing
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muskets, flourishing a sort of bill-hook, which they
call a sword, all declaving their great satisfaction
and good feeling at the sight of an Englishman.
They all followed us into Mr. Lawson’s yard,
keeping up the same discordant annoyance for at
least two hours, when we found that their princi-
pal good feeling was towards the rum punchcon,
which they emptied in a very short time. They
will drink rum as fast as an Englishman will drink
beer. I was vory glad when I saw their amuse-
ment changed from such awful discord to the less
noisy clamours of their drinking quarrels, As
carly as possible I went to bed, but found it im-
possible to sleep, owing to the noise of these gentry,
which did not cease until midnight, when the
drunken party were too much exhausted to keep
ilp their clamour any longer. Slaves in barracoons
for exportation are fed twice during the twenty-
four hours, morning and cvening. They arc lot
out of thelr barracoons, and driven like cattle to
the river, cight or sometimes ten on the same
chain, The chain is strong, the links about eight
inches long and about two inches wide, the iron
about threc-cighths of an inch thick, They are
chiefly fed upon farina, a meal ground from the
cassada or manioc-root,
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CHAPTER VI

Gregapojee—Tixtensive Market at—Nalive Produee and Burg-
pean Manafactures—Dopoe  Beads, their Value; probable
Origin of—Houses—Situalion and Soil of Gregapojec—Iish—
Alligators—TDopulation—Return to Ahguay, and thence to
Whydah—Tollhouse—Mish-trap-—Travelling  Cance—13canti-
ful Scenery of the Lagoon—Oysters growing to Trees—Old
TFerryman—Gibbets of three Criminals—Murder committed
by them—The English Fort at Whydah—Character of M.
de Suza—Treatment of Slaves— Hints with refercnee to
1his odious Traffic—Price of Slaves—Slave Hunts—N ccersity
for Education—Cruelty in the Shipment of Slaves—Visit to
Avoga— Aceount of him—Reception by him-—Mode of Riding
—Bad Road—TReason for not repairing it—>Market at Whydal
—Native Manufactures, &e.—Dutics imposed by the King of
Dahomey—11is Enormous 1evenue—ITead Moncy—Systém of
(overnment—Severe Laws, and their Result—Daganism —
Abjeet Superstition of ithe Natives—Dangerous to show Con-
tempt for their Ietish—Anniversary Offerings for departed
Friends-—-Usual Termination of sueh TFesiivals—S8nake Wor-
ship—IIouses built to contain them—The Snake-Lizard—The
Ficld-Lizard—The Iouse-Lizard—Vampire Bats.

Ow the 16th, at 10 A.nx, My, ITutton, myself, and
the captain and supercargo of a Hamburgh vessel,
as well as the two junior Lawsons, went by canoc
up the lagoon, to visit the famons market and town
of Grregapojee,® three miles and a half N.W. by
N. trom Popoe. The town is of little moment,

* Gregapojee is moatly abbreviated into Gregjee.

r3
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having nothing remarkable about it ; but the mar-
ket is the most extensive of any of the settlements
on the lagoon, except Whydah. Cotton, both
raw and manufactured into cloth, is sold in the
market, the latter very high in price, owing to
their tedious mode of manufacture. The cloth is,
however, much stronger and more durable than
that manufactured in England. DBeads, both of
Furopean and native manufacture, ave offered for
sale liere; and the Popoe bead is also an article of
traffic, but it is very scarce and of high price.
Nothing is really know of the origin of the Popoc
heads: they are sometimes found in digging the
earth in and round the town, when making moriar
or swish. They are generally from half an inch 1o
an inch in length, and of a tubular form, much re-
sembling a stout pipe-handle broken into small
picces. They are of a light red coral colour; but
though they have, I believe, been minutely exa~
mined by scientific men in Europe, the result has
not proved very satisfactory. 'They are balanced
with gold in purchasing, consequently very few
persons ave able to wear them. ¥rom the eir-
cumstance of their being found at Popoe T am led
to the conclusion that these beads have either
been mannfactured here at some remote period,
or that some ship has been cast away, having on
board those beads as well as other merchandise,
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which has long ago perished. My reason for this
belief is, that the lagoon cxtends along this
coast to two hundred miles, and is in no place
more than amile or a mile and a half from the
Atlantic, and in many places Indeed it is open to
the sca.  This lagoon has doubtless been formed
by the sea throwing up this extensive bank of
sand, which is still accumulating, perhaps more
rapidly than in any other part of the world, owing
to the terrible swell always to be found on this
coast, which has in many places washed up a bank
so steep as to be scarcely accessible. These beads
may consequently have been buried by the con-
tinued accumulation of sand. Pupoe is built on a
bank of this description, between the Jagoon and
the sea. From the river Volta to Benin the
Louses are all built of clay or red carth, which
becomes very hard and Is very durable.

To return to Gregapojee. The market is well
supplied with cvery article of consumption of
native produce, as well as several articles of Euro-
pean manufacture, amongst which I noticed the
Duteh knife, needles, beads, a few iron spoons,
Manchester cottons to a small extent, pieces of
hoop iron, principally stolen by the coopers cm-
ployed in FEuropean factories on the coast, which
are exchanged with people further in the interior
Pipes and Brazilian tobacco are also sold in this
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market, wooden bowls, grass baskets of neat work-
manship, grass mats and bags of great pliability
and durability, India and Guinca corn, yams, ma-
nioe, farina, meal {rom the Indian corn, calabashes
two feetin diameter, vichly carved, large and small
earthen pots and dishes of native manufacture,
shalots, and two sorts of quashie root, and leaves
of the same plant, as well as other medicinal plants
used by thenatives. TLime from the oyster-shell is
also manufactored here as well as sold in the market,
for use in cotton spinuning.  All sorts of stock are
sold; pigeons are in great abundance, They are
not claimed by any one. We shot a great num-
ber; they are small, but very plamp and sweet.

The town of Gregapojee is situated on the
loft bank of the river, on vising ground, on a fine
red dry soil; though considerably higher than the
neighbourhood, the soil is rich, and very pro-
ductive. The number of its inhabitants is small
in comparison with its market, which is held twice
during the week. It Is the principal market of
commerce for all the neighbouring krooms and
towns in ils vicinity, either on the lagoon or in-
land. This lagoon, in a commercial country, would
be of great advantage, as the navigationis so easy;
the water in most places not cxceeding four or five
feet, although in some instances X found the deep-
est part twelve feet, but not for any distance.
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The canoes are pushed along by poles, in the same
manner ag our punts on many of the rivers in
England. Revolving paddles might be used with
great advantage, or small steamers,  The cur-
rent, which increnses during the cbbing of the
tide, does not cxceed the rate of two miles
per hour; and in some places during chh-tide
the water 1s quite fresh, and used by the natives,
Brery part of the lagoon abounds with fish of
various kinds.  Alligators are hoth lage and
numerous, Some days, during a journey of ten
miles, more than a dozen of these reptiles may
be scen on the banks. The bed of the riveris
found frequently to vary from sand to mud, but
no gravel. By digging any considerable depth,
I found, however, marine sand, confirming my
opinion, that on the present bed of the lagoon
the sca formerly rose.

After remaining a few howrs at Grecjee, I made
a slight caleulation of the number of its inha-
bitants, which we estimated to be at least twelve
hundred, and I always make it a rale rather to
understate the amount than otherwise. e re-
turned to Popoe at 6 v.m. where we remained
during the night.  On the {ollowing day we pro-
cceded by the lagoon back to Ahguay, and re-
mained there one night and the next day. On
the 18th, in the evening, My, IIutton, Mr. IIan-
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son, and myself, took our departure by lagoon for
‘Whydah. The river is very interesting during the
whole distance wo have yet travelled, but though
the moon was bright, it was mnot sufficiently
powerful to enable me to map the river corrcetly,
which T vegretted much, I made my mind up,
however, to avail myself of another opportunity
to do so.

At about twenty-seven miles by lagoon from
Ahguay, I arrived at the toll-house (a place where
a barrier is fixed across the river), which is here
only sixty yards wide: this barricr also answers
the purpose of catching fish, It is constructed of
stakes driven into the bed of the river at short
intervals; the space between the stakes is filled
ap with small palm stems or strong reeds, leaving a
space at intervals for the fish to pass through,
which leads them into a trap formed in a similar
manner to our cel-traps in England. During the
night, lights of palm-oil are burnt over the traps to
attract the fish. My canoe being much lighter
than the other, containing Mr. Hutton and
My, Hanson, I was at the toll an hour hefore
them.

During my stay a large travelling canoe arrived
from Whydah, containing several Spanish gentle-
men with about twenty young slaves, male and
female. At this bar the canoces generally stop an
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hour to refresh the canoemen, and pay the toll,
which is always made in rum. During our stay
the Spaniards very kindly presented their canteen
of spirits, containing plenty of wine, Dbrandy,
TTollands, and rum, with a good supply of cigars.
T of course availed mysclf of their kindness, and
after a few compliments from cach party they
proceceded on their journey.,  Soon after Dir,
ITutton arrvived, when, after remaining a short time
to refresh the canoemen, we again resumed our
jouruey.

As the morning dawned, the appearance of
the lagoon and the scencry om its banks was
really beautiful.  DBut it wanted those delight-
ful villages, and clean cottages and gardens,
which are to be seen on the banks of the rivers
in Turope, though every opportunity presents
itself if the natives were willing to work, Most
of the huts on the banks of the lagoon ave of
the most inferior description, and the people
dirty in their habits. When about seventeen
miles from Whydah, cach side of the river pre-
sented a beantiful appearance, having a small
tree or shrub, not exceeding fiftcen feet high,
and resembling the mangrove, with the hranches
drooping, and the top taking root in the bed
of the river, thus forming a beautiful colon-
nade. The leaves do not reach lower than a yard
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{rom the highest rise of the water. At this place
the water is very calt.

I had often heard of oysters growing on trees,
but could never before give credit to such informa-
tion. Here, however, I had ocular demonstration
of the fact; the roots of the trees (and as high on
the stems ag the water 1ises) being covered with
thousands of oysters, as well as the bed of the
river, for several miles. Some of them were of
enormous size, but they have not the delicious
flavour of the Thames oysters.

At 10 s on the 19th, we arvived at the
ferry, belwecen Whydah and the Dbeach, where
goods arc landed and shipped. On the left, or
north side, at the commencement of the path or
road to the town of Whydah, stands a houso
oceupled by an old ferry-man, who acts also in
the capacity of watchman. This old man is
supposed to inspect all passes or permits obtained
from the caboceer of Whydah to persons leav-
ing the poit, specifying the number of people
wishing to procecd by canoe for any other place
on the lagoon. If any more than the number
specified in the permit attempt to pass, the whole
arc detained, till the smuggled person is pointed
out, who is punished by imprisonment, This same
old watchman, either upon embarking or disem-
barking, is supposed to preseni the parties tra-
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velling with a calabash full of clean water and o
mug, which is ceriainly a very great convenience,
ag the water here is excellent. This order was
established by the Iing of Dahomey, at the recom-
mendation of M. de Suza, senior.

Opposite the ferry-house still remain the gib-
bets of three canoemen, murderers of the super-
cargo of a Ilamburgh vessel which traded on this
coast. Ile took o passage in a canoe by the
lagoon for Popoe, intending to buy oil, but hav-
ing in his possession eight thousand dollars, he
was murdered by three out of the four canoemen,
It is needless to say that the money was never
found. The natives of this place are the most
depraved, unprincipled villaing in all Africa, or
perhaps in the world. Were it not for M. de
Suza aud his friends, indeed, there would be nso
safety for white men.

Upen owr landing, hammocks were waiting to
convey us to the town, which is three miles dis-
tance from the lagoon, through marshes and lakes,
which are not, however, deep.

About twelve o’clock we arrived at the old
English fort, which has been considerably repaired
by Mr. Hutton. It is now used as his factory.
Shortly after our arrival, we were visited by
several Spaniards and Portuguese, who gave us
a very cordial weleome. Mr, Hutton is a great
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favourite amongst them, as well as with every one
clse. The Spaniards and Portuguesc of this place
all treated me with great kindness. In fact,
though they are slave-dealers, they are generous
and kind, and very gentlemanly in their manners,
particularly to Englishmen. Even the greatest
cnemies of M. de Suza, if they knew him, would
admit him to be so. They also treat their slaves
very well, both as regards food and labour, as I
have already stated in other parts of my journal;
their labour is little or nothing.*

The Spaniards and Portuguese treat their
slaves in cvery respect better than the African
slave-merchants ; and I know, from personal
inquiry, that none of M. de Suza’s slaves would
accept their liberty from choice. I have found
by calculation, that the cxpense of maintaining
slaves for domestic purposes is much greater
than the hire of them to perform any labour
would be. The only advantage in holding slaves
is, that you always have them in the house or
premises, and in fact they are always considered
as part of the master’s family, and their services
readily procured, which is not the ecase in regard
to hired slaves; for, so long as the African can pro-
cure food Ly theft or otherwise (at lenst it is so
along the coast), they can never be induced to

% This I know practically, as T am well aequainted with agri-
cultural labour.
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work. This is the great drawback upon all
enferprise and improvement, cither in agriculture
or manufacture. The greatest suffering which
the slaves undergo is in shipping; but owing to
the vigilance of the English men-of-war cruisers,
few opportunities for shipping them offer.  VWhen
these do oceur, large numbers are put on hoard,
which frequently causes a loss in the number
before reaching their place of destination.

Since my arrival on this coast, I have often con-
sidered whether better and more humane measures
might not be adapted in regard to the Slave Trade;
first, by making it a law mn all colonies to which
slaves are transported, that they shall be frec in
a certain number of years—say ten years, if they
be transported hefoie sixteen years of age, and
geven years, if after the age of eighteen years; and
that the free transportation of slaves from the
coast of Africa should be allowed. This system
might in the end be attended with more beneficial
results to Africa, and the slave in general, than the
present syslem,

The price of sluves (owing to the suppression
of the Slave Trade) is very high, consequently
the kings and chiefs in the interior go anpually
on a two or three months' slave-hunt, which
they call a war.  The result of this hunt is,
of course, the capture of a number of slaves.
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These slaves, (with the exception of those detained
as wives or slaves, for they are the same, or both,)
are sold at a high price to the white men, which is
consequently an encouragement to the kings in
the interior to follow up these annual hunts. If
the trade were open, the markets would be soon
supplied, and the kidnapping trade would not be
worth following. And if agents were appointed
in all our colonies, to which slaves ave transported
from this coast, to make cntry of all the slaves
employed, so as toinsure their frcedom after a
limited period, with opportunities of returning to
their native country, these slaves would only be
serving an apprenticeship to their calling, whatcever
it might be. They would then return to their
native country with a full knowledge of the
system of agriculture, of which at present they arc
entirely ignorant. This would prove, in my
humble opinion, the most cffectual way to civilize
and cnltivate Africa. Missionaries are very uscful,
where the people whom they come to instruct are
cven partially prepared to receive them; but where
the natives are not raised either in knowledge or
habit above the brute, I am of opinion that school-
masters and schools of industry ought to precede
the labours of the missionaries. After paving the

way for them, no doubt their services would be
highly bencficial.
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If the plan I have ventured to suggest were
adopted, the condition of slaves on their trans-
portation would be much Improved, as not more
than one-fourth of the number at present put on
hoard of one ship would be sent.  Suffocation is
well known often to be the result of the erowded
state of the slave-ships ; in facl, many slave
vessels have been run on shore, with {ull cargoes
of slaves on board, of whom two-thirds have
perished!  Then let us think of the enormous
expense of keeping so many English cruisers on
this coast, and of the sacrifice of life amongst our
scamen. And, again, what must be the result of
the numerous captures of slaves, who have been
taken to Sierra Leone! I fear these poor creatures
will not (in the event of their being sent to the
West Indies) much improve their condition, more
than if they were compelled to serve for the same
period in the Brazils.

On the 12th, in company with Mr. Hutton, I
visited the Avoga, or caboceer. His name is
Dagbwa, which, in the Dahoman language, signifies
a large calabash, or gourd, with the pulpy part
taken out; it is then used for domestic purposcs,
but chiefly to drink out of. The King of Dalomey
gent him here to rule, giving him this name, to
signify that his Majesty could drink with him, or
could depend upon his orders being enforced
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through him. Drinking water with friends is
considered the strongest mark of friendship, con-
sequently if you are invited by any persons of
rank to drink with them, water is always the first
thing presented, as being free from any aduliera-
tion; afterwards, rum, palm-wine, or peto, is
produced. Dagbwa iz a well-formed man of
middle age, about six feet in height, rather stout,
with good symumetry, and high forchcad ; but, like
almost all the natives on this coast, the frontal
bone narrows suddenly towards the top. The ex-
pression of his countenance is pleasing, his face
round and plump, his hair very short, having been
lately shaved,—a custom amongst all ranks here,
The Avoga reccived us in his garden, under
the shade of a large tree, called Wooatee ; chairs
were placed for Mr. Hutton and mysclf, but the
Avoga sat on the ground. No native, indeed, nses
a scat of any description, except on particular oc-
casions, when a low stool is sometimes used. The
Avoga expressed great satisfaction at our visit.
It appeaved that he had seen MMr. Hutton before.
After drinking water with him, we partook of
some Brazilian wine of roses, and anisecd wine;
but hig favourite drinlk is common American runm,
of the worst quality, which is brought to this
coast in great abundance by the American traders.
After sitting o short time the Avoga hecame
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tired, and lay down in the dust. This scems at
all times his favourite position, as well as that
of all others. Yamie, his chief interpreter, is a
very pleasant, intelligent man, and speaks good
English.

The Avoga las in lLis possession a very fine
donkey, as well as a small pony, which he prizes
very much. ITe seldom rides on cither; and
when he does venture, he has always a couple
of men to hold him on. The chief mode of
riding is in hammocks, slung on long Lamboas,
a species of palm-cane about twelve feet long.
The clews of the hammock are made fast near
each end of the pole. A negro at each end
carries it, the pole resting on his head. The
parties are velieved at intersals, four men being
the number generally appointed to carry one
person.  But if he be a very heavy man six
ave considered neccessary. A stranger would
feel very much surprised, upon proceeding from
the beach te the town of Whydah, to find the
road in such a deplorable condition, particularly
as g good road might he so easily {ormed. The
path, which is threc miles long, is in many places
worn down very low, and covered with water for a
distance of seventy yards, to the depth of two and
a half or three feet ; and so it Is likely to remain,
though so much palm-oil is shipped at this place,
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and the punchcons are floated over this water.
The reason of this negleet 1s obvious: if' the road
were good, and visitors could reach Whydah
without being under the necessity of sending to
the town for hammock-men to ecarry them, it
might be an annoyance to the slave-merchants.
The road might very casily be made good. The
country is very level, and the soil the best for
agricultural purposes of any I have yet scen.
They are now digging a well in the English fort :
it is at present twenty fect deep, and the sail al
this depth is the saume as at the top. At twelve
feet deep, jaw and thigh-bones, as well as iron
auklets and armlets, in a very decomposed state,
were dug up.  Doubtless on this spot formerly
stood a housc, and as every dwelling-house is also
the family sepulchre, this may account for finding
these remains.

The market of Whydah is superior to any.
I have seen on the coast, and is belter sup-
plied even than Sierra Leone. It is formed:
of several streets of low huts, built square, and
generally joining one another. Those who expose
goods for sale in the market are subjected to a
very heavy duty to the King of Dahomey, as well,
as those trading in any other place. The market:
is superintended by a chief constable, who attends
to its cleanliness and regularity. The floors of
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the market-huts are composed of well-worked
clay, and consequently become very hard and
smooth. They are raised about a foot above the
streety, passing hetween the huts or stalls, conse-
uently the lntter wre ulways dry. The floors arve
frequently rabbed over with cow-dung, and im-
mediately swepl off az clean as a broom will take
it.  This is said to be very wholesome in this
climate.

The market-place occupics about three-fourths
of an acre, or an acve, and is held daily. Tt is
well supplied with every article of native con-
sumption, as well as medicinal plants, and many
articles of European manufacture.  Among other
articles generally exposed for sale are the follow-
ing:-—~TPork, beef, muatton ; cotton eloth, native and
Englizh; thread, beads, gun-flints, tobacco-pipes,
iron, pepper, clu (a composition to destroy mus-
quitoes), chuchwne, bill-hooks, Badagry pipes,
flints and stecl, raw native cotton; tancacam, a
medical root resembling ginger; goora and kolla
nuts; cyo-nutg, used in playing the game of
“adjite;” sking of the alligater, deer, bush-pig, and
cal; dried rats and mice; raw and dried fish; fish
cooked in palm-oily kootataffue, a root resembling
onion, but very bitter; cocon and degu-nuts, for
making oil ; beiled and raw Indian corn; country
pots and calabashes 3 linie, made from the oyster-

VOL. L @
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shell; grass bags and baskets; porcupine quills,
eraw-fish, palm-oil, tomato, shalots, and ocero;
wator-cresses, salt, farina, ground nut; atoo, or
quashie-root; sakwadee, a root similar to ginger,
having a taste resembling manioe-root ; palm-nuts;
bodya, a rool used as a decoction to expedite labour
in child-birth ; agwbaja, used for cartridge~boxes ;
gun-flints, stones for grinding corn, brought from
Abomey; dookwa, ball made from heans ground
with palin-oil and pepper; kahoma; akaowo (native
name}, saltpetre in its original state.

There are several other markets of minor im-
portance in Whydal, all subject to the same scale
of duties, which are collected by the Avoga's
officer. All goods sent out of the country pay
a very heavy duty, such as palm-oil or ivory;
in fact, the mnative duty herc on ivory is so
great, that very little is now bought. It is
always levied on the scllers, who, of course, are
subjects of the King of Dahomey. Any lesita-
tion in paying would cost the individual his head.
Al persons who possess any regular income are
taxed accordingly. Some idea may be formed of .
the enormous revenue exacted by the King, when
even one of M. Ke Suza’s slaves pays annually a
tax of head-moncy alone to the amount of two
thousand five hundred dollars, and another one
thousand five hundred 5 these two sums are head-
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money alone, which Is always paid according to
rank, repulation, and income, independently of
dutics paid for trade In articles either exposed for
sale, or passed from one part of the kingdom to
another, or to any other country not under the
control of the I{ing of Dahowey. The duty on
slaves is vory high, and is charged upon the num-
ber shipped on board, which is upon the declara- '
tion of the Avoga, which is always made by his
own head. When more than one party ships
slaves, onc of the party pays the Avoga gene-
ally In vum or tobacco, and then secttles with
the others, according to the mumber shipped by
each party. All head-money is paid in cowries.
Every native of Dahomey is a slave, and pays a
duty of so much head-money to the King, con-
scquently many are very glad to leave their
country, preferring a foreign bondage where less
severity is exercised.

The roads, with the exception of that leading to
the Dbeach, arc much better than in most of the
scttlements along the coast, and the houses are
much larger and of better construction, and well
thatched,  The system of governiment here isalso
much superior to that of any other part of the
const, although very far Lehind Earope.  Dut, as
I have before stated, the people are so depraved
in every respect, that it is necessary the law shonld

G2
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be very rigid to govern them. Perhaps, how-
ever, this arbitrary system of government may
liave, in a great measure, been the cause of the
total absence of principle or morals so observable
amongst the natives. Besides the punishment of
death, imprisonment for life and for limited
periods is inflicted here.  The prisoners are de-
tained always in irons, and in the Avoga, or cabo-
ceer’s house. Ilis headman, or chief constable,
goes round the market daily, and collects the duties
from each individual exposing goods for sale. A
portion is exacted from every stall, whatever the
goods may he, for the support of the prisoners.
Doubtless little attention is in this case paid to
justice. On the Avoga’s premises is also a store
for goodls collected as customs, such ag rum and
tobacco; which are carried up to Dahomey when-
ever the King thinks proper to make the order.
aganism is the only worship existing amongst
this people. They worship images, which in this,
as In other places, arve called fetishes, but here
they are more disgusting than in any other part of
Africa I have yel visited, The form is meant to
represent a human figure, as nearly as ihe clumsy,
stupid artist can make it. It is formed of clay, as
large as life, and is placed in all the most public
parts of the town. The lower parts of the body
of the image are out of proportion large, and are
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exposed in the most disgusting manner. At certain
times o table is Iaid for him, from which of course
everything is taken away by the priest, or fetish-
man. They seem quite delighied when convineed
that the fetish has enjoyed his meal.  Sometimes
it is left untouched, which is a sure sign of his
dissatisfaction wilth the quantify, consequenily an
augnientation must he wade in order to appease
him, Tt is even worse than sacrilege in Tngland
to meddle with or deny the powers vested in their
fotish; and if a white man, even by mistake, is
guilty of contempt towards fetish, he is hy the
priest doomed to instant death, through the power
of the sald fetish. Undoubtedly the fetish-man
would willingly lend his master a hand, but if
nothing should happen to the oftender, the fetish-
man nakes the very plausible excuse, that had the
offender been a black man, he would instantly
have died.

Anniversary offerings are made by all who can
afford them, to commemorate the death of their
parents. On these occasions sheep, goats, and
fowls, are killed in abundance, and the friends and
rvelativés are invited to a grand feast, They
believe the spirits of the departed relatives are
present, and they often address them as if they
were partaking of, and cujoying all their luxuries.
This feast generally terminates in the whole party
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getting into a brutal state of intoxication. Other
customs equally absurd arealso kept annually ; this
latter custom is held by the moon, which happened
this year on the 11th of April.  Tts purpose is to
ensure to all spivits of departed friends a safe and
eaxy passage across the great waters westward.
They mean the river Votta. If this custom were
not kept up, they believe the spirits would wander
on the banks for the space of one hundred years,
before they would have performed sufficient pen-
ance for their friends’ negleet.

The snake is also a fetish or idol here; and
houses arc built in several parts of the town
for the accommodation of suakes, where they arc
regularly fed.  These houses arc about seven
feet high in the walls, with conical roof, about
eight feet diameter, and circular. The snakes,
are of the hoa-constrictor tribe, and are con-
sidered quite harmless, although I have my
doubts upon it. They generally leave this house
at intervals, and when found by any of the natives,
are taken up and immediately conveyed back to
the fetish-house, where they are placed on the top
of the wall, under the thatch. It is disgusting to
witness the homage paid to these reptiles by the
natives.  When once of them is picked up Ly any
one, others will prostrate themselves as it is
carricd pasl, throwing dust on their heads, and
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Legging 1o be rubbed over the body with the
reptile.  After taking the snake up, a very heavy
penalty is incurred by laying it down, Lefore it is
placed in the fetish-house.  Wherever a snake is
tound it must be immediately earried to the fetish-
house, whether it has ever been placed there before
or not.

Suakes abound about Whydah 5 their average
length is four feet and s half; head flaf, and
neck small in proportion. Four different sorts or
species are {ound heve. Of the lizard, the most rare
1s a species of snake-lizard, of a greyish brown
colowr on the back, Lelly white; a streak of
delicate scarlet blends the colours of the back and
belly. They are rapid in thelr movements, cither
in climbing or running, but, lile the snake, always
retreat to cover. The case, however, is not so
with the common field-lizard, which is much more
nimble, and if pursued generally makes towards a
tree or wall. The former is more round and
harder in flesh, consequently not so clastic, and if
struck with a rod will break short at the part
struck. Not so the field-lizard: as 1 have said,
that is nimble in all its movements, and I have
often nhserved it spring into the air to cateh a fly.
The male is beautifully coloured, blue, red, and
yellow; but like the chaimeleon, it has the power
of changing its colour.  After death the colours
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immediately lose their brilliancy, The lizard tribe
s very useful in destroying insects, The house-
lizard also abonnds in Whydah; this veptile is
¢uite harmless and very nimble. Its claws are
very sharp: it is capable of catching a fly or ang
when running along the ceiling, although some-
times in darting on its prey it falls on the floor.
It destroys spiders, ants, small beetles, moths, and
many other inseets; it is ahout five inches long,
the licad Lroader and cyes more prominent and
brighter than those ol any other of the lizard {ribe.
It is of a colour hetween a light grey and a
browuy, without any other saviation, and, like the
snake-lizard, it is broken Dy the slightest touch.
The feld-izard lays two cgos of the size of the
English sparrow’s egg, quite white, covered only
by a soft cuticle or membrane, The fetish-snake
lays a considerable number of cggs, and lays two
at the same time. These are about the size of
a sparrow’s egg also, hut both ends are of the same
oval form, about the same as the largest ond of
the sparrow’s egg. They arc gencrally found
amongst decayed leaves or dry rubbish.

Grreat varieties of insects are also to be found in
and around this neighbowrhood, amongst which
I have observed some of great peculiarity ; but as
T am no entomologist , T must content myself with
deseribing o few. Fivst, the vampire-bat, said
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not to be found cxcept here and at Abomey,
although a specles very much resembling the
latter is found at Accra and different places on
the coast. Still it is very different in size, ap-
pearance, and habit; the samne sort found at
Acera 1s here also, but il never mixes or associntes
with the large Whydah vanpive-bat®  The
former measures only about cighteen nches De-
tween the tips of the wings, the latter varies from
thirty-three to thirty-six inches,  They also fly in
the day-time instead of at night.  The body is
about eight inches long, and twelve inches round ;
it weighs about a pound and a half. The shape of
the hiead is similar to that of an English terrier,
except the eye and nostril, which resemble those
of a thorough-bred horse. The ear is much larger
in proportion than that of a dog, and is shaped
like thatof a rat. The front teeth are feline; the
back grinders like those of the ox. They possess
great power in their jaws, and are as tenacious
of life as u cat, living for several days with a severe
fracture of the skull. The body possesses great
strength, having eleven 1ibs; jts hack (that
of the male) is of w very dark brown colour,
bordered round the diameter or horizontal part of
the hack (which i flat) with w stripe ol grey.  The

* [ have preserved several specimens of (hes¢ insucb s, atd sent
then to England.

&3
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belly is considerably lighter, in a mouse colour,
and half way round the throat, on the under side,
of a beautiful yellow colour, an inch in width.
The female is deficient in the latter ornament.
The wings reseuble the small hat, and have five
large claws and a feeler, or smaller claw, merely
attached to the web part of the wing., The frame-
worls of the wing is very strong of bone as well as
muscle.  The first joint from the shoulder-joint to
the elbow measures five and a quarter inches, and
from the elbow to the wrist fowr inches and threc-
quarters, the longest part forming the fingers (mid-
dle one), seven inches and a half. The hind legs are
ghort and strong, and attacled to the pelvis bone,
apparently quite the reverse of any other aunimal
with which I am acquainted. The pelvis is like
that of any other animal turned upside down.
They are furnished with five strong feline claws
on cach hind foot, but not placed like fingers and
thumb, all grasping or hooking the same way, cach
claw forming two-thirds of o civele. Iixcept when
flying, they roost on trecs, always hanging by the
hinder claws, the head downwards. They couple
like the monkey tribe, and have young annually.
They carry their young constantly, till capable of
tuking care of itsclf, whether flying or at roost.
The female has two breasts or teats, which re-
semble (anatomically speaking) those of a woman.
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The milk iy thick and very white. They bear
young in the months of IFebruary and March, and
nmigrate to different places in the kingdom of
Dahomey, according to the fruil scasons of {he
different districts.  Their visit to Whydah is from
the end of March till the end of April.  They live
chicfly upun the gwalu and cachu, plantiains and
bananas,  The native name al Whydalh i3
Tookay., I forgot to meution, that ihe body is
covered with very fine down or hair,



132 TRAVELS IN

CHAPTER VIL

Loeusts- The Wingell Ant—Its Destruetive Nature—ILorse at-
ravked by them—Their Inpenuity in Duilding—Stock—Great
Want of Mechanies—Portugnese Whydah—REmigrants from
Mierru Leone-—Their Deplorahle Condition—English at the Fort
of Whydah—DMilitary Resources of Dahomcy—Polygamy—
Mode of Shipping Slaves—Brutality on these aceasions—Dorto
Hogunta—D>Mr. Lawson's Slaves—Gregjee—Toll imposed theie—
Zalilivay — Yakasgo — Badaguay —The Cabbage Palm-tree—
Wooded Scenery —The Palm-irec —Esploring Visit to the
Ilabo—~Alstor tunes of Lthuy Botho, Capt. Clapperion’s Servant
—Adventures— Curiosity of the Nutives—Podelo and its Market
—Alligators—My Crew mutiny from fear— Hippopolami—
Hupeistition of the Nativea—A pamaty of Mishermen, and their
Tish-traps — Base Conduct of the Pisheimen—My Punishment
of themn and my Crew.

Axoruer very singular animal of the ingect tribe
which I met with here, is of the class of locusts,
which I have not scen in any other part of Afvica.
Its form is similar to that of the grasshopper, but
it has four long transparent wings. The body is
of a scarlel colour, the wings of a bright yellow.
It s about four inches and a half long. At a leap,
agsisted Dy its wings, it can clear about twelve
yords,  Another insect is the large winged ant,
ahout the dimensions of the wasp in England.
They ave well known to all African travellers,
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although some of their habits and powers may
not have been noticed.  One circumstance T shall
relate, which convinced me at least of one pecu-
liarity in that insect. Yesterday morning, after
a night’s heavy rain, I observed several of them
going singly in different divections; for (they
seldom go 1n large companies like other ants. T
caught one, and carried it home in the hend of a
twig., Ti emitted a smell, bumediately npon being
caught, of tlie most offensive wnd loathsome kind.
I put it into a tin case with some other live inscets,
hut the smell was so offensive as to compel me to
leave the room. In about an hour and a half
I returned, and found all the other insects dead.
The moment I opened the box, the ant again
emitted the most offensive smell.

A thought struck me {hat instead of the ant
destroying the other inscets by violence (as I at
first imagined) their death might have been the
result of the poisonous cffluvia cmitted by this
peculiar ant. I determined, consequently, upon
making another trial, and, having caught several
of these inscets, amongst which was the large
white-winged ant, with several vavieties of heetles,
T took the precaution to fix a partition in the box,
that neither party could use violenee towards
the other. On re-opening the Dbox, which wus
perforated wilh small air-holes, all the othors were
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apparently dead. I took out all but the ant.
One peculiar sort of beetle seemed to recover a
little after being put in a current of fresh air, but
ultimately that died also. I afterwards caught
another ant, and held it near a dog’s nose, upon
which the poor animal struggled and howled. I
tried to hold it mear my horse’s mnose, but he
also rgjected it with bitter determination. I left
both ants alive in the box of bamboo, on my bed-
room table, and although well ventilated, I awoke
quite sick at the stomach. I then took some medi-
cine, and put the ants to death.

Tu some this statement may seem exaggerated,
but those who may be incredulous I would refer
to Governor Maclean, late of Cape Coast, and Jong
an African resident. His veracity is not to be
doubted; or I would refer to any of the Dritish
mexchants of our setilements on the African coast.

This species of ant bhuilds hills from twelve to
fifteen feet high, and displays wonderful skill in
architecture, both as regards durability and pro-
tection against foul weather. It has a peculiar
method of hardening the mud of which it builds
its house, rendering it equal in hardness {o
cement : these houses are of & spiral form. This
ant is armed with two large horizontal fangs, with
which he secures his prey, then bites with his teeth
perpendiculurly to the fangs; these, aided by a
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sharp sting, render him (independently of his
poisonous odour) a formidable enenmiy. Another
layge ant, thongh of less magnitude and without
the offensive smell, 18 also found in this country,
and is probably as dangerous as the former, on
account of ity travelling in large armies,

T remember shooting a pigeon near Cape Coast,
which fell on one of their paths,  Defore I renched
the spot, which was not more than two minutes,
they bad commenced an attack in hondreds on
the poor pigeon, who wuas yet struggling to heat
them off, I was myself attacked, and was actually
compelled to strip myself naked on the road, to
clear my person of them.

Mr. ITanson, of Accra, informs me of a simi-
lar attack made by thesc ants upon himself and
horse, and declares that they would have Ikilled
the latter had he not had the presence of mind to
throw numerous buckets of water over the poor
animal, and dash water up his nostrils, which
were literally filled with them. These ants dis-
play still more taste in their mode of building, and
geem to prefer the Gothic style of architecture.
They first build an upright shaft about three fect,
then at intervals of about six inches build circular
apartments, each formed conically round the shaft,
very much like a large bason twrned upside
down; the shaft resembling a large stick run
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through the centre of half a dozen basons. The
top apartment terminates in a spiral cone or
pyramid, and is conscquently quite waterproof.
From their skill in hardening the clay, the space
between cach floor or apartment forms a con-
venient gallery, where they cxcrcise in bad
weather, These apartments are all honey-combed,
and have a passage, or rather several staircases,
from the lower to the upper apartinent through
the main ghaft.

T ought first, however, to have said something of
the higher animals. Oxen are not so numerous here
as in Whydah, no attention being paid to the breed-
ing; nor are sheep or goats so numerous as in
other puts of this country. The Portuguese and
Spaniards are the principal partics who hold any
stock, consequently the breed of oxen is much
inferior in size to thosc I have observed in many
other places on this coast. Sheep and goats arc
better bred than oxen; but horses are not at
all bred herc. Some of the Portuguese and
Spaniards have small horses, brought from DBa-
dagry and Abomey. Neither the ox nor horse is
used for agricultural purposes, although.the soil
is go well caleulated for the plough, being very
level, and without o stone even of the smallest
size. The wild ox is abundant in the bush near
this place, as is also a species of deer, both black
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'ﬁ.ﬁj and red. The head is broader and thicker, and
its legs less graceful than those of the red deer,
which 1is lighter, and very much reseibles our
small deer in England.

Swine are very superior in this place, being
almost cqual o those of England,  Wikd carni-
vorous animals abound in the bush in this neigh-
bourhood, particularly the patakoo, or large hywna,
the panther, bush-cat, and small wolf,

Fowls are plentiful here, and some are very
large, vwing to the breed being crossed by the
large Portuguese fowl, which is brought over
from the Brazils by the Portuguese slave-dealers.
The Guinea fowl is found here also in great
numbers, running wild in the neighbourbood.

I felt surprised at first to find this large scttle-
ment so destitute of mechanies. There is not, in
facl, to be found here a mechanic capable of
performing cven the cuarsest piece of workman-
ship, either in wood or iron. This, no doubt,
is attributable to the extensive slave-trade formerly
carried on here, preventing any attention heing
paid to other pursuits, The slave-trade was
so profitable a speculation, that the merchants
were enabled to bring cverything necessary fov
their use from the Brazils. The slave-merchants
have clegant houses, furnished in a handsome
mauner, The traffic in slaves, however, 1s now
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much reduced on this coast, owing to two canses;
first, the vigilance of the English men-of-war in
capturing so many slave-vessels; and, sceondly,
from the eircumnstance that the sluve-dealers are
obliged to pay for their staves in cash, as the French
and Inglish factories established hore are able
to sell manufactured goods at twenty-five pex cent.
less than the Spaniards or Portuguese can pos-
sibly afford to do, Thiy information T obtained
from one of the most vespectable glave-dealers in
Whydah, Ile has ounly been two years in this
trade, into which he embarked in cousequence of
having involved himself in diffieultics through
speculating in o business with which he was unac-
quainted in Madeira, of whichisland lie is a native,
He is, I am glad to find, disgusted with the trade.

Whydahis divided into three paris, or rather was
so furmerly. Desides the real Portuguese, there are
numerous slaves who have obtained their freedom
by purchase, and some by relurning as servants or
slaves to the slave-dealers who come from Brazil,
In many eases, when a rich slave-dealer dies, he
gives, by his will, freecdom to all his slaves, how-,
ever numerous they may lLe. The Portuguese
part of Whydah excels, in every sense of the word,
both the English and French. This I consider
attributable to their superiority in the know-
lelge of agriculture and domestic economy and
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comfort of those returned slaves.  Great numbers
of them have small [urms in a very fair state of
cultivation; and they are much more cleanly in
their habits and person than those who have never
left their native country as slaves. They alo live
in comfort and plenty, and oceupy goed and
well-furnished houses, while the latter are wallow-
ing in dirty wretchedness, ignorance, and poverty.

The few families who have lately emigrated
hither from Sierran Lieone are the next who have
made any attempt worth mention at eultivation.
They scem to strive hard; but withoul some assist-
ance T fear their efforts are not likely to be crowned
with success, as their means are not sufficient to
enable themn to cultivate the land to any extent,
or to export their produce. Tam convinced that a
great deal might be done to benehit this country and
these poor emigrants from Sicerra Leune, particu-
larly insuch a superior soil as that avound Whydal,

Another party, who eall themselves English, or
belonging to the English fort, consist of some very
old men, who formerly were slaves in the forl, and
some of them soldiers, These poor old men arc
quite delighted when mention is made of their
carly days, and express the happiness they then
enjoyed in comparison to what they now expe-
vience. Their sons and daughters also consider
themsclves as belonging to the Lnglish. Many
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years ago the King of Dahomey issued an order
that all the people who acknowledged themselves
to belong to the English fort should from time to
time assist in repairing the fort, and he placed one
man (formerly a corporal in Governor James’s
time) in charge of the fort; but, like most Afri-
cans, when lelt to himself, he displayed but little
conscience, and let the forl go to ruin, except that
part occupied by himself and wives. However,
Mr. T, Hutton, of Cape Coast, has now esta-
blished a tolerable factory in the old fort, and
has put the place into a considerable state of
repair, although more is required to be done.

Another party heve Is that of the French, which
is very small, having chiefly turned over to the Por-
tuguese. Some few have again attached them-
selves to the French fort, now occupicd by a
French merchant, who is deing a profitable busi-
ness in the palm-oil and ivory trade.

The military resources of the settlement of
Whydah are very deficient, having no regular
trained army, but only a few standing or perma-
nent troops.  They are chiefly composed of slaves,
who are summoned to assemble when a slave-hunt
is contemplated, and during this service are com-
pelled to maintain themselves, of course, by plunder.
When the war or hunt is over, the rabble receive
cach a piece of cotton eloth to wrap round his loins.
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They are then dismissed to their homes, where
they remain till their services are again required.
The few constant attendants as soldiers ave
peaple who are serving for punishment for offences
of various descriptions. For instance, if a man
commits adultery with the wife of another, and
the case is lud before the King, the offender is
doomed to serve so long as he is able in the capa-
city of asoldier, and when unfit for that service, was
generally offered as a sacrifice at one of the King’s
annual customs; but the latter part of this cruel
gentence has been abolished by the present King
of Dahomey, who is mueh more merciful than his
predecessors.  Polygamy is here unlimited, and
depravity of every description to an extraordinary
extent. The longer T reside here, the more
am I convineed, however, that the most predo-
minant passion of the African is theft. The
more they are taught, the more accomplished
rogues they becowne; and this is one of the most
civilized settlements on the whole of the western
coast of Africa, from the number of liberated
slaves who have settled here, and who hecome
themselves slave-dealers and farmes, In fact, with
the exception of Europeans, these are the only
people who show any signs of civilization. The
former name of Whydah was Grihiwee or Grigh-
wee; but since its subjection to Dalioniey it has
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beeome part of that territory, and received its
present name. During wars the military of
Whydak are attached to the powerful army of
Duhomey, which is of a much superior deseription.

Fehruary 28th.—A slave ciew was landed here
to-day from the Hydra steamer. On the 29th
I went on board this vesscl, and was kindly re-
ceived by the officers. Here 1 met with M.
M‘Gregor, first licutenant, who had been trans-
ferred from the Promethous, in which vessel I was
passenger from England.

March 4th.—TI went by the Lagoon river again
to Ahguay, and arrived early on the morning of
the 5th. A}l was bustle and excitement amongst
the slave-merchants. They had, late on the pre-
vious evening, shipped five hundred slaves in the
short space of an hour, although the surf is
always very bad on this coast. Unfortunately
two of the slaves were drowned during the ship-
ment. It had been intended to ship six hun-
dred elaves, had the Hydra steamer not hove in
sight.  On the following morning the Hydra
made the slaver a piize, to the great mortification
of all who had slaves on board.

It may be interesting to those unacquainted with
slave-shipping to learn somiething of the mode.
When a shipment of slaves is about to take place,
tho slaves are tuken out, as if for their usual airing,
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perbaps ten or twenty on one chain, which is fas-
tened to the neck of each individual, at the distance
of about one yard apart. In this manner they are
thus marched in single file to the heuch, without any
intimation of their fate, about which they scem
quite indifferent even when they know it.  LEvery
canoc is then put in requisition, and the little picee
of cotton-cloth tied round the loing of the slave is
stripped off, and the gang on cach chain is in sue-~
cession marched close to a fire previously kindled
on the beach. Here marking-irons are heated,
and when an iron is sufficiently hot, it 1s quickly
dipped in palm-oil, in order to prevent its sticking
to the flesh. Tt is then applied to the ribs or hip,
and sometimes even to the breast, Tach slave-
dealer uses his own mark, so that when the vessel
arrives at her destination, it is easily ascertained
to whom those whe died belonged.

They are then hurried into a canoe and com-
pelled to sit in the bottom, where they arve stowed
as closely as possible till the canoe reaches the ship.
They are then taken on board, and again put into
the chain until they reach their destination, where
they are given over to their intended masters or
their agents.

March 6th.—Mr. Tlutton having retnrned from
Badagry, where he had been visiting his factory,
we sailed by the lagoon to the westward, as far
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as Porto Sogoora, distant by lagoon forty-four
miles. In our passage, we put in at Popoe, and
visited my old acquaintance, Mr. Lawson, and
his sons. At the landing-place were a number of
Mr. Lawson’s slaves bathing, all chained together
by the neck,  They all seemed very healthy and
happy, but T could not help thinking that it is well
for them that their nature and habits partake so
much of the lower animal, otherwise they would
be sensible of their wretched situation.

After a short visit to Mz, Lawson, and an in-
troduction {0 his two principal wives, whose large
dimensions I have alveady mentioned, we again
resumed our journey, and afier five miles’ sail by
L.goon, though much less geographically, we
arrived at Grecjec, a town of great note on account
of its market, as I bave already mentioned. Here
a toll was demanded of us, About one mile far-
ther up the river, another barrier crosses the river,
and another toll was demanded. This consisted
of two bottles of rum. A great trade is carried
on in this Iatter place, which is named Zahlivay.
It is situated on a rvising ground, on the left
banlk of the river. The veason of two tolls being
established so near to cach other, is, to catch all
parties attending the mavkets of both the Iaiter
places, whether on descending or ascending the
lagoon, each bar being respectively placed below
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and above Dhoth town«  Grecjee contains twelve
hundrved inhabitants, and Zahlhvay about  two
thousand.

The river here Is at present only four feet and a
Lalf deep, and a quarter of amile broad; the land,
level and vich, The right bank i well enltivated,
and there are o fuw plantations of cotton (hree
wiles favther ap the river. .\ beautiful belt of
cocoa-treey extends along the land, separating the
lagoon from the sea.  This helt extended for
several wiles, and, with a close cover of shrubs ot
gives an indescribable effeet to
the landscape ; while, elose to the banks, ave dif-
ferent patehes of cultivated land.  DBut on neither
side of the viver does cultivation extend for any

the lauvel tribe,

distance. Three miles higher from the last-nauned
town, and also on the left bank of the river,
rumning 8.1, is o small village of two hundred
inhabitants (name not known); and two miles
and a half farther in the sume direction, and on
the same bank, is a small town of some note,
owing {o its inhabitants performing some feat of
salour, according to their ideas.

In the river, opposite thix little town of Yakaxgn,
1# a small verdant island, but nuncultivated, per-
haps owing to the inundations during the rainy
senson, Another village, or kvoom, Dbeautitully
sitnated, and only half a mile distant from the

VOL, L hi
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latter, suddenly presents itself, being almost con-
cealed with cocoa, palm, and cachu-trees. This
is a fishing village, having a great number of
cances, some of the most simple construction,
consisting merely of a cocoa-tree, of about
cighteen inches diameter, and twelve or fifteen
feet in length, hollowed out with the excep-
tion of a foot at cach end. This unshapely vesscl
often carries thrce boys, who navigate it with a
skill quite astonishing, bringing home sometimes
a thousand fish.

About six miles higher, and magnetic west, is
another town, ealled Badaguay. This town has
a weekly market, Its manufactuves consist of
cotton cloths, generally blue and white stripe,
earthen pots, lime, indigo, country mats, and
grass bags holding about a bushel. This town is
also on the left bank. The river is still only four
feet and a half deep.

Three miles farther, on the right, is a beautiful
grove of the cabbage palm-trec, extending for
geveralmiles, The belt of cocoa terminates where
the cabbage-palm commences. The latter tree is
of a very singular and graceful appearance. At
the root it is not more than one foot in diameter,
and rises to the height of fifty feet. This singular
tree gradually thickens till it reaches one-third of
its height, its graceful swell increasing its diameter
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to twenty inches. It then again decreases in thich-
ness to the commencement of the branches, or
leaves, which resewble a nuwuber of ladies’” fans,
each leal beautifully ribbed like a plaited frill,
about four feet long, and spreading so ag to form
thvee-foweths of o cirele. To those wlo have
never seen one ol these trees, it sceis a wone
derful production of Nalure.

The lagoon Dbecomes here half awile wide, and
cuntinues only four feet deep during the dry
seagon,  After ascending six miles nearly duc
west, it widens to three-quarters of a mile,
and becomes thickly wooded on the xight hank
with large trees of different specics, mixed with
beautiful shrubs of various kinds of the laurcl
tribe, aml numerous orchideous and parasitical
plants, together with a great number of singing
birds of varied and beautiful plumage. The yuiet
stillness of the scene, under the rays of a tropical
sun, had, at lcast for a short period, a pleasing
effect upon my mind, recalling to my memory
scenes of boyhood. Those happy days recur to
us now only as it were in dreams, which quickly
flont past, and vanish on the rapid and silent
stream of life.

At sunset we arrived ab Porto Sogoora, o town
of considerable size, though not of much trade,
The chief manufhcture here is palm-vil and cotton

pig
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cloths, The town is on the right bank of the
lagoon, on a strip of land separating it from
the seca; the distance between the two latter
being ene mile, and the town equidistant from
each, and in the centre of the bank, which is
chiefly sand.  The bank close to the lagoon is
thickly wooded with a great variety of large trees,
with underwood and running plants, of at least
twenty different kinds.  The palm-tree is culti-
vated Liere on account of the nuts, used for oil.
Monkeys are in great abundance, passing in
flocks from one tree to another, as nimbly as if
they Lelonged to the feathered tribe.

Immediately upon arriving al Porto Sogoora,
we called upon the caboccer, or headman of the
place, a tall, stout, and good-natured looking man,
about ihirty-cight years of age. After the usual
formality of an Afvican visit, Mr. TIutton, who
was on his refurn to Cape Coast, determined at
once to proceed onm his journey. My, Hanson
(agent to Mr. Hutton, at his factory at Ahguay),
and Mr. Ienrique, half-brother to Mr. Ingram,
lTate Governor in the Gambia, accompanied Mr.
Hutton as far as the river Volta. Mr. Hanson and
Mr. Henvique promised to return in three days.
In the interval T determined to romain at Porto
Sogoora, with a view to explore a river named
ITaho, which I have reason to believe to have
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its rise in the Kong Mountainz, north of Da-
homey. Accordingly T applied to the cahocecr
for four cancemen to worlk the canoe, which he
reudily agreed to supply, hut of course on being
well paid for it e also offered to supply e
with o young man as servant and cook, which T
acceplted. T had, in addition, two voluntecrs:
one old man, named Tthay Botho (and now
fetish-man), a servant to Captain Clapperton
during his last travels in this country, and an-
other man, a native of MAcera.

Atfter giving my canoemen subsistence, my pro-
mised semvant presented biwself, when, to my
great surprize, I recognised in him a servant of
Governor ITHDs at Cape Coast only o few months
before. I was agreeably surprised at this, parti-
cularly as he coulll speak Fnglish,  Poor fellow !
he was also much pleased at the opportunity of
representing liis ease to me, aud the cireumstances
under which he was made a slave. It appeared
that, after leaving the service of the Governor of
Cape Const, he ventured upon a journey along the
const s far as Little Elmina, a distance of at least
two hundred miles, At the latter place he was
rvequested by an Yhiniaa soldier (if deserving sueh
rank) to sell o picee of cloth for him.  Tle otates
that, after sclling the cloth, the soldier accused
him of stealing the money.  Ile was, in conse-
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quence, seized by the soldier, and to0ld to a slave-
dealer at Popoe. Owing, however, to his being
able to speak English, it was not deemed safe to ship
him. Ile was consequently exchanged with the
caboceer of Porte Sogoora for two younger slaves,
the eaboceer considering that he might make him
useful as an English interpreter in the course of
trade, Tt is very probable that the suspicions of
the soldier were pretty correet, for I myself had
previous ocular demonstration of his being a thief,
Indeed, you will very seldom err far in suspeect-
ing most Africans to be rogues.

March 7th.—At 6 a.n0, 1 called, as s the custom,
on the caboceer, who, upon the whole, behaved
pretty well and kindly, although for peeuniarvy
motives. e called the canoemen and my Cape
Const servant, and my two volunteers, giving them
strict injunctions with regard to my safety, I had
also a boy left with me by Mr. Hanson. My
party altogether amounted to cight in number.
We embarked in Mr. Hanson’s canoe, which was
eomfortably fitted up, and proceeded up the lagoon,
which now becomes broad, forming a lake six
miles in width and the same in length. On the
right bank, aud about five miles from Porto
Sogoora, we landed, to visit 8 small kroom, on
aecount of its market, in order to purchase some
vegetables,  This kroom is distant from the lake
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one mile, situated on a vast plain of excellent
loamy soil.  The inhabitants all twned out armed,
but upon their finding my little party friendly, we
were well received, and supplied with a calabash
{ull of clean water.  After purchasing some vege-
tables and shooting some wild pigeons, which are
here in greal numbers, we visited the market-
place, although the weekly markel was held on
the following day.

The market is hedld under the shade of o sill-
cotton-tree, the branches of which extend much
farther than any other tree I had ever seen, and
arcso eluse as cntively to shade those under it from
the burntag rays of the sun. This is not usual in
the cottun-tree, nlthough they are always, at their
full growth, of a great heisht and the trunk
large.

I here observed also a tree Learing u singular
fenil, the name of which has escaped my recol-
lection. Tt iy larger than, and mueh resembles an
orange, hut has merely a very thin skin, with
pores like the orange, inside of which is a shell
as hard as that of the cocon-nut. This shell is
about the thickness of a half-crown, and the kernel
(which completely fills the shell) is a little thicker
in congistence than butter, and of an acrld tuste.
This fruit is very valuable in waking soap,
andd this soap 13 considered far superior (o any
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other in this country. A fiuit of the same
species, but about one-third of the size, is also
found in the neighbourhood, which is cleared of
the kernel and converted into snuff-boxes. This
kreom is named Sava.

After remaining here about an hour we again
cmbarked, and crossed the upper end of the lake
to o very large warket, bearing N. 15° W, from
the last-named place, and distant three miles and
a half, Tlere we were met by several hundreds
of persons, attracted by the novel appearance of
the ecanoe, which was covered in with painted
canvass, over o frame-work {orming a house, with
the exception of aspace at cach end for the canoc-
men, who navigate the canoe with long poles in
the lagoon and lake. Hundreds came into the
water as high as their middle to get alongside,
no doubt induced by other motives than curiosity.
My people used every effort, particularly my two
volunteers, to kecp the people back at a proper
distance from the canoc, Besides the oppressive
heat, inereased by the crowd, the very disagreeable
odour from their dirty skin is extremely offensive
to those whose nasal organs arc mot properly
seasoned to it, DBut as soon as T pushed the
Julousies aside, and thrust my head through the
aperture, w speedy and confused retreat was the
result, Many were pushed down in the water
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and trod upon; but they soon returned, after
being assured that I was quite barmless, and could
not cat hlack man,  No oue of the party had ever
before beheld a white mans but it would appear
they had always heard, througl such of their
friends a4 had ever beeu on the const, that white
men abwiuys choose black men for food in peefer-
cnee to any others  All eaptains of slavery fell
this to the slaves, besides many other absurdities,
This market i well attended, and supplied with
every thing tecessary for native constaiption
Several articles of Buropean manufacture ave also
cxposed for sale,  Tuis about fifty yards from the
lale, and entirvely void of any shelter or shade, und
would not be known as a mwlket-place as dis-
tinguished from any other space of ground trodden
Lare of vegetation,  The wmarket of Podefo is held
daily, and is chosen as o central position forall the
neighbouring towns.  The great advantage of this
place and other markets on the lake and lugoon’
is convenient water-carringe.  The ounly dress
worn at this place by males, and by those attending
the market, is a small picce of cotton, twisted like
a rope, Hed vound the loins and passed between
the thighs, and diawn tightly round the lower
puart of their person, The females generally, who
can alford such, wear a cloth wrapped round the
body, just below the breast, and hanging o ligtle
I3
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lower than the knce. Slaves are taken in great
numbers from this country.

‘We next procceded to the mouth of the river
Haho,* at the entrance of which is 2 small island,
the river passing it on both sides. No doubt this
island is formed by the force of the current during
the rainy scason, which washes down the soil and
meets a check at the mouth of the river, by the
swell on the Inke.

After ascending two miles neaxly N., we ob-
served numerous beautiful species of the crane,
white, blne, and Dbrown, as well as the large
pelienn.  Alligators were also very numerous.
My canoemen now began to show some reluc~
tance to proceed any {arther, assuring me that
the river was quite unfrequented by any crea-
tures, except those we saw-—alligators and biped
tribes. I affimed, that was the very reason
why T was determined to procecd, and declared
that the first person who disobeyed my orders
I would throw Into the water. This threat I
was soon compelled to put into cxecution, by
throwing overboard the head man of the canoe-
men. e begged hard to be allowed to come
again into the canoe, promising to go wherever I
chose. This man was the caboceer’s son. I
allowed him again to come into the canoc, but still

* This river i3 called the ITaho, and the town Hahatia,
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they worked very lazily, T then took my double-
barrel into my hand, desiving my servant to tell
them that they must not think, beeauxe T was a
white man and alone, that they should disobey my
orders with impunity, declaing that I would
shoot the first man who should disobey e,
After this they proceeded tolerably well till a
large Lippopotamus showed his head above the
water,  Ile soon, however, disappeared,

I cannot say that I had not any apprchen-
sions for the safety of the canoe, particulaly as
the river here was not more than twenty yards
wide and twelve feet deep.  The canocmen
showed every symptom of fear, but by repeated
threats they were induced to procced; and, until
they had passed the place where the hippopotamus
had appeared, they urged the canoe with a speed
much beyond any of their previous exertions,
The Afvican is generally a great coward, par-
tienlarly i at any distance beyond his own
locality. After many solicitations to allow them fu
return, finding their appeal of no avail, the men
worked tolerably well, and we ascended the viver
rapidly, the current being not more than one mile
per hour,

The course of the river changed s0 much as
to make me sluost doubt the accuracy of my
compasy, but having two on board, T sutisfied
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mysell.  After ascending the stream fifteen wmiles,
the scenery on the banks changed from an open
plain on each side, with long coarse reeds, to hanks
vising about scven or eight [eet, with large trees
of various sorts, many of the drooping kind,
their long fibres falling into the smooth, glassy
stream as it stole slowly along. At this place the
emrent is scarcely pereeptible.  The jasmine,
twining round some of the smaller trees or shrubs,
filled the atmosphere with its luxurious odours,
and close to the water’s edge weie heantiful flag-,
simiilar to those of Dritain, but bearing a large
white flower, The sun was just sinking below
the horizon, and his last 1ays were reflected
through the openings of the rich foliage on the
smooth swrface of the still stream.

Tlcre in the tropies there is no twilight, conse-
quently as soon as the sun disappears from the
horizon all is dark as midmight. As we had not
scen any thing resembling a human habitation,
or even the appearance of a path or footmark, this
circumstance, and the tameness of the birds, large
and small, induced me to conclude that we were at
» considerable distance from any kroom or town;
T therefore determined to stop for the night on
the first part of the bank elear of the bhush I conld
find,  Fortunately, the moon was lright, and in
abnut three quarlers of an hour I ohserved a small
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ereele on the left hank, which we entored, Tt found
that it did not extend moie than a fow yards I
rejoiced, however, to find the ashes and marks ot a
fire having been recently kindled on the hank,
We stieveyed all vound, to ascertain i any path
ol trone thia place, but being disappointed we
again went on hoard, and ascendidd the stream,
convineed fiom the marks aleeady mentioned  that
sonie habitation was near. The hippopolamus and
allizators were now, however, making desperate
plunges into the water at short intervals, from the
banks on ecither side, remdering the navigation
in 2 navrow river hazardous.  The water was also
becoming deep wi h amurd bottom, so that poles of
fificen or eighteen feet were of no use. T wus now
obliged to take a pole, to ~how the canoemen how
to t~¢ them as oars. Turtunately the current here
was scarcely pereeptible, and our progress was
greater than I anticipated.

After ascending two miles more, T observed a
strong light on the 1ft bank near at hand.  This
was o cheering sight to all of us, as we thought it
was a kroom, or at least a hiabitation ; we found it,
however, to he nothing more than a camp of =even
fishermen, and ten or twelve boys. Thacl ol the
men stood on the bank, armed with old wuoskets,
ready, no doubt, to give us a volley in the cvent
of our being cnemics,  But I had myself two
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double-barrels and pistols, as well as my sabre.
Upon heing addressed, however, by my old friend
Ithay Botho, they lodged their arms, and we landed,
and found that these people frequently came down
the river as far as the place where we observed the
last marks of fire on the banks to catch fish, but
never ventured lower, declaring, that if they pro-
ceeded farther, one large fetish alligator destroyed
cvery person, as well ag smashed the canoce. They
accounted for our being permitted Lo pass because
T was a white man, and that it intended to have
some more of his amphibious friends to witness his
grand performance with me.  However, I told
them that white man’s fetish had more power than
their fetish alligator. They then described his
cnormous dimensions and power, which entirely
prostrated all the courage of my cancemen. I
was in hopes that the drcad of returning to en-
counter such a monster would be an inducement
to them to proceed onwards with less reluctance,
as I had assured them we could return down the
Volta. However, the old fishermen pointed out
equal difficultics in ascending, unless great sacrifices
were made to propitiate the river-spirit or feiish.
My canoemen seemed now hemmed in by dangers
on all sicles,

The party of fishermen had set their fish-traps,
a wicker basket, on the same principle as that used
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on the rivers in Dritain for catehing cela: the
light on the bank attracting the fish to the traps,
and, as I aleo found to my no small auneyance,
attracting musquitoes in swarms.  In consequence
of which I and two hoys returncd to the canoc,
thinking to avoid them, hut they scemed dotermined
to show their vespeets to the stranger, not by drink-
ing waterwith me (s the natives do), but by tasting
my blood. With such an annoyance, together with
the splashing in the water of different amphibious
creatuves, T slept but little. At six in the
morning we had breakfast, having our cooking
utensils on board.  This consisted of fish and
manioe-root, and a little yam. My servant, the
boy from Cape Coast, intimated to me what he
overheard during the night, between the canoe-
men and fishermen, to the effect that they had
determined cither to deseend the river, o, at least,
not to procecd any farther up the stream. If I
persisted, however, in procecding with my two
volunieers and two boys only, they would remain
on the bank with the fishermen, except one who
was to volunteer to pilot us to the first town,
about six miles higher up the stream; and when
there, the caloceer would demand a toll higher
than 1T was prepared to pay, and in that cvent
seize upon wy canoe and property.

Duing well acquainted with such characters, T
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was determined, though alone, not to give way to
them. Accordingly, I ordered all my people on
hoard, which was immediately obeyed ; but upon
moving from our position the men headed the
ganoe down the stream, and declared their deter-
mination not to proceed futher. Upon this I
drew my sword, and drove the whole of the
cannemen out of the canoe. My two volunieers,
and mysclf and bhoys, being sufficient. to man
the canoe, we pushed off, turning down the river.
The canoemen, now finding themselves miserably
disappointed, dreaded lest we should leave them
alone, and raised the wost piteous yells coneeivable,
begeing to he again taken on Dboard, and ex-
pressing  their readiness to accowmpany mc any
where I might think proper. Dut I Lad deter-
mined, as o warning, to keep them a little time in
suspense, and proceeded a short distance down the
strecam; at the earnest cntreaty of old Ithay
and my other voluntecr, I then returned to take
them on bhoard. Dy this time, however, the fish-
erman, who had promised thewn patronage and
assistance, completed their villany, by declaring
them to he their slaves, and determined to keep
possession of them, upon the pretence that they
had been turned ashore through their own dis-
obedience.

Upon my running the head of the canoe on
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the bank, to my surprice T found cach of the
seven fishermen with his nnwskes preseotud to-
wards me.  They present their muskets from
the hip.  Secing that they had neglected to take
the covers of monkey-skin off their locks, and
knowing that they could not touch the trigoer, T
determined to mahe the fivnt attack, which 1 hnew
would be attended withsuceess. L had o gun in
nry left hand, and ordered old Ithay to come in my
rear, ready to hand me o second direetly I should
have discharged 1ay fivst two burrels.  Mr. Han-
son’s buy, who showed as wuch coolness asif I were
guing to shuot o pigeon, stond on my left with my
sword, whicl was In a eanvass case.  Standing on
the Low of the canoe, with one foot on the gun-
wale, I desired Tthay to inform them that I did not
come to make war, but though I was vnly ene
white I would convinee them that I did not {ear
them.  They might kill me, it was true, but be-
fore they could accomplish that, T could kill at
least four of them, having four barrvels charged
with three large slugs each, adding that the first
man who attempted to remove Dhis lock cover
T would instantly shoot.

At this swne moment T osnatehed the sword-
blide out of its seabbard and sprang upon the
bank, cat the fore-arm of the man on the vight,
so that he deopped hiz musket instantly, and the
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next moment I put the point to the breast of a
second. This place being a small peninsula, and
with no means of retreat, cxcept over the place
where I stood, the others threw down their guns
and prostrated themsclves, hegeing me to spave
their lives. Dy this time the canoemen had tum-
bled into the canoe, and would doabtless have left
me in twn, could they have done so with safety,
but my volunteers and two boys remained faithful.

In my exasperation I broke one musket against
a tree, and determined to do so with all the
others, Dbut relented, satisfying myself with
emptying the priming and dipping the guns in
the river. I then rcturned to the canoe, taking
with me also the old man whose arm was cut,
and whose musket T had broken. e writhed
and groaned as much as if his arm had been
amputated. It certainly was cut to the bone,
and perhaps a little beyond; but if taken care of
it would probably mot be attended with serious
cunseqquences, although the large Dblood-vessel on
the upper part of the wrist, running in the direc-
tion of the thumb, was separated. I had in my
carpet-hbag  fortunately two bandages, one of
wliclh T used, with some native cotton, to dvess
it, This done, I resolved to punish my canoe-
meu, which measure I put into exccution with a
goul stick., T also obliged them to ascend the
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river against their former detevmination. This
T did more with a view to ecnforce obedience,
than with any wish to visit the town, still distang
six miles. To some it may scem hard to compel
individuals to accompany me against their own
free will 3 but 1t must be borne in mind that their
services were entively veluntary; but they expected,
heing alone, and when they had me on the lake, to
kill tite, and obtain pay for their own pleasure.

After we had procceded about a mile, I ob-
garved two canoes ahead, containing the other six
fishermen and the boys. They had fled to their
canoes, which had been moored a short distance
above the encampment. After advancing an-
other mile, T ordered the canoe to be brought
round, and commence our descent. This gave
great satlistaction to the whole of my party; but
very different were the feclings of my prisoncr,
who till now was, doubtless, calculating upon
ample revenge for his wound and the loss of his
musket, The other canoes, finding that we were
returning, returned also, but could not he induced
to come near to us. In passing the place of the
encampment, my prisoner begged to be landed,
but I way determined to put him to a little more
inconvenience, awnd earvied him a considerable
distance farther down, landing him on the worst
part of the bank I could select.
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CIIAPTER VIIL

My loucly Situation—Alcwoany, its Population, &e.—Kind Re-
ception by the Gadadoo— Wative House of two Stories—
Gigantic Cotton-tree—INitay, a Vegetable of the Yam tribe—
Voracity of the Watives—Ho), Manufactorey, &e. of Akwonny
—Natives of Porto Sogoora—Visit of the Caboceor—2Mode of
catching Crabs—Great Heat—Visit from Native Womon—
Me. Lanson of Popoe—Character of the Natives—Attempt ab
Murder—Nocturnal Visit—Supeistition—Vaeinity of a Fetish-
houre—Flocks of Monkeys—The Monkey, an article of Food—
Disagreeable Sitnation—Cravings of Hunger—Visit 1o the
Greojee Market—An Alligator killed—Usual Notice to the
Aunthorities on such occasions—The Alligator used as ¥ood—
Cruelty of the Natives to the ITorse—Return to Whydah—
Bad Condumet of my Canoemen— Adventures — Arrival ab
‘Whydah—Preparations for my Journey to Abomey—Country
avound  Whydah — Farms — Bmijgrants from Sierra Leons
Slare-denlers—Generosity of the King of Dahomey—Soil of
Whydali— Corn-mill—Perng, Vegetables, Fruits, &e.

T xow began to reflect a little on the occurrences
of the morning, with feelings mingled alter-
nately with anger and regret. Sowetimes I felt
vexed that T had not punished the villany shown
towards me more severely, at others I vegretted
breaking the old man’s musket, and that I had
perhaps  disabled him for life, This was the
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first time that I had cver fult the lonecliness of
nmy situation in Afriea.  As soon, however, as my
thoughts turned upon somecthing clse this melan-
choly feeling was forgotten, and my men with
much satisfaction gaily wrged our canove down
the strewm till they resched the lake,  which
heing at this thae rather rougly, onr progress
was slow Hll we reached towawds the windward
side, where the water was more ealin,  This Tuke,
the extent of which T have already mentioned,
is during the dry secazon wuot wore than four
feet and a half deep upon an average.

After passing down the lake four or five miles,
I determined to visit o town of considerable rize
on the left bank, This town is named Akwouay,
and may contain seven or cight thousand in-
habitants. It is beautilully situated on a rizing
around, shaded with fine tvces of different de-
scriptions.  The houses are built of hetier
materials and proportion than those of any of the
towns I had visited on thie hanks of the river
between Whydah and this place.  The eaboceer
is also ealled gadadoo, which he claims as his
name, as well as warking the rank he holds as
ruler or king.

Akwoaay, Torto Sogoura,  Grecjee, Tapoe,
Ahguay, Grand Popoe, and some other towns
on the lagoon, are all iudependent settlements,
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with their own chief or king and government, for
they have repelled all advances made by the
Dahomans, Upon my landing at Akwoaay, I was
met by the gadadoo, who kindly invited me to his
house to drink some peto with him, I accepted
his invitation with great satisfaction, as also did
the whole of my party. Iic had just completed a
new house of two storles, which had been planned
by a krooman who had at a former period been
to England in a merchant~ship. He evinced no
small satisfaction In showing us up-stairs, though
his upper room was only capable of admitting a
person in a crouching position ; still il was enough
to make an uneivilized African proud to imagine
that he occupied a palace equal to the sovercign
of England., Iis house was about twenty feel
long by twelve broad, and, including both stories,
ten feet in height. In reply to his question, what
sort of a house the Queen of England occupied, I
told him that her palace was much larger than his
whole town, and ten times higher. At this he
seemed astonished and incredulous. However, his
kindness was nothing abated, and after we had
satisfied ourselves with peto, he ordered fish to be
cooked with palm-oil, and plenty of meal from the
maize or Indian corn.

While this meal was being prepared, the
gadadoo accompanied us round the town, where
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I shot plenty of pigeons, which are here very
numerous, At this place I measured a cotton-trec,
and found it forty-two feet in circumference. Ilere
I also found a root used for food of a description
T hive not seen in any other part of Afvien, Tt iy
called Dy the natives etay, and s of the yam
tribe. Tt tastes very sweet, aud s about the firm-
ness of an Lnglish potato, about eighleen inehes
long, and in the middle about ten inches thick,
It tapers frow the upper end, hut not so much as
a carvot,  After our walk, the gadadoo led us again
baek to his house, and dinner heing ready mine was
served up by itself in two calabashes, the fish stewed
in palm-oil in one, and boiled corn in the other.
Unfortunately my host possessed neither speon nor
knife; but I sent my boy to the eanoe for both;
the rest of the party, of course, never made use of
any convenience beyond their fingers, which they
used with great dexterity, each endeavouring to
cope with the others.  This feeling of competition
exists amongst them only when eating or stealing.
They eat cnormously at all times when they find
an opportunity of doing so at the cxpense of
others, but when at their own they ave capable
of sustaining hunger for a length of time. The
old gadadoo scemed to enjoy the scene, looking
on with as mueh pleasure ax i he weve pur-
tuking of the fure; 1s also did the crowd outside,
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who could at a little distance sec all our manceuvres,
the windows belng so low. All seemed astonished
to sce o white man eat with a knife and fork,
This was the first time a white man had visited
this place within the remembrance of the present
population.

Aflter dinner we again partook of some peto,
drinking the gadadoo’s health, who was apparently
about sixty or seventy years of age. Ile then
accompanied us to the beach, inviting me several
times to come again and visit his country. The
erowd was very greab; even as high as the arm-
pits the people stood in hundreds in the waler, 1o
cateh o glimpse of the white man. I had some
slight apprchensions respecting my luggage and
instruments in the canoe; but every thing came off
well. This was one of the very fow places near the
coast where I experienced hospitality from a native
without some pecuniary motive. The gadadoo
was first made aware that I had nothing with me
to offer him, but mildly replied that he required
nothing, and was too proud that his town was
honoured Ly a visit from a white man, He is
beloved by his people for his mild governinent.

The situation and construction of the town, its
mannfacture of cotton cloths, and its advantages
{for agriculture, render it w much superior town to
any on the lake between this place and Whydah,
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Lound the immediate neighbourhood of the town
the soil s of a light rved, excellent for corn, ma-
nioes, melons, gonrds, and all sorts of vegetables.
At some little distance behind, where the fand 14
ulwer, the soll is a black sandy loam, and produces
excellent yums.

After parting  with owr venerable host, we
pushed off, and made divect fur Porto Sogaorn,
which place we reached about hall an hour before
sunset.  The caboceer’> principal people were
all on the beach, anxiously awaiting our return,
and in fact a party of sundry canves was ordered to
@o in search of us, had we not made our appear-
ance at the time we did.  The old caboceer was
very much pleased to liear of my safe return by
a messenger who preceded us. e was just set-
ting out to meet me when I arrived at his honse.
After velating my adventure he pretended 1o
be in a great rage at the conduct of the people
whom he had sent as my canoemen, and threat-
cned to punish them severcly ; but as one was
his near relation, I suppose he considered the
punishment I had already inflicted upon them
sufficient,

Awmongst all the neighbouring tewns, Torto
Sogoora bears o very bad charvacter, Ity natives, in
general, are considered to be very great thieves,
aud even murderers when an opportunity presents

YOI, I I
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itself, However, I cannot say that I found them at
all deserving such an opinion, as far as my experi-
ence went : to be sure, they were well paid for any
accommodation or civility shown me on their part.
After supper I went to bed, and slept soundly;
my accommodation being rather superior to most
of the natives. The house where I slept belonged
to Henrique, already mentioned in a former part
of ruy journal. His principal residence is at Ah-
guay, but this house is occupied by him when at
Porto Sogoora. He was now with Mr James
Hanson, accompanying Mr. Ilutton as far as the
Volta, on his veturn to Cape Coast, so that his
apartments were appropriated to my servicee.
March 10th.—Early in the morning, the ca-
hoceer and his principal captains paid me a visit,
ag 1 customary in this country. Of course he
expected to drink with me, This caused me to
expend the last of my stock of a drinkable de-
seription.  As I bad cxpected Mr. Hanson and
Henrique to veturn that night, T did not anti-
cipate that I should be in want of anything,
particularly as I scarcely ever drink spirits of any
kind myself, though in some places, where the
water 18 very bad, it is requisite Lo mix a litile
spirit with i, After breakfast I determined to
examine ihe town, which is about a quarter of a
wile from the beach, Between the town and the
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Leach are beautiful ever-green shrubs, of various
kinds, bearing delicious, sweet, acid fruits,

Upon reaching the beach 1 observed a vessel
coming from the windward, at a considerable dis-
tance. Dy hor rigging I soon perceived that she
wag a slaver, felneca-rigeed,  This vessel was
tuken o few days alterwards by the Flydra steamer,
[fere I observed asingular mode of eatehing crabs,
A hole s dug inthe sand, a little out of high-water
mark: this hole is about two feet deep and one
fool cight inches indiameterat the bottom, closing
to cight inches diameter at the top.  Rouwnd the
hole, at a few inches distant, 1s strewed Aankie,
crumbled into small picces, like crumbled bread.
Early in the morning the crab-catcher visits hig
numerous traps along the beach, and, upon hig
approach, these land-crabs run into the hole to
conceal themselves, and before they have time to
burrow into the sand they are taken and put into
a Lasket. Great numbers are caught in this way.
Dut no other fish here is taken from the sea, the
lagoon furnishing ample supplies for consumption,
as well s large uantities to dry and send into
the interior.

The town of Porto Sogoora i built on a bank
of white loose sand, no doubt thrown up {rowm the
mon, which has  occasioned the lagoon hehind.
Tere the sun aels with greab power ; Fabrenheit’s

12
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thermometer ranging at Porto Sogoora, al this
date, from 78° to 86° and on one occasion to 87°.

After returning home, I was beset by a number
of women, who remained in the doorways; several,
indeed, ventured inside during my dinner-time,
This {reedom I did not much relish, and desired
my scrvant to ask them what they wanted.
They replied that their objdet was to obtain a
diam of rum, and offer themselves as wives, saying
that every great man had a number of wives, and
knowing me to be a stranger with no wife, they
supposed that of course I wanted a few. Deing
informed that I was only a traveller, and did not
intend to remain move than a day or two, they all
seemed disappointed, saying they had heard that
I was a rich man come to Porto Sogoora to esta~
blish a factory, and buy palm-oil and eorn, This
idea probably had its origin from the caboceer
offering to build me a house and store for my
factory, provided I would remain here and cstablish
one.

The caboceer remarked that the people of
Ahguay had unjustly given his people a very
bad name, which not only prevented white men
from visiting and trading in his town, but all
the men-of-war from purchasing stock from him.
e also complained mauch of Mr. Lawson, of
Popoe, as an imveterate enemy, and one of the
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prineipal slave-dealers on the coast, One of bis
headen also assured me that ancther person, an
Englishman, was w rcgular slave-dealer; hut, at
present, I deem it pradent, in the absence of
umguestionable evidenee, to withhold the nwe
of the individual, although I have heard the
same story fiom parties whose veracity [ cannot
douht.

With respect to the character ghen of the
people at Porto Sogoora by the natives of Popoe
and Ahguay, T believe it to be not without good
foundation. Only a very short time ago the master
of a slaver, while being landed from his vessel by
a party of cangemen belonging to the caboceer off
Porto Sogoora, was purposely upset, with the view
of getting possession of his money, which he had
brought tur payment of the slaves, and which
they supposed to be contained in a writing-desk
which he had with him. They weve disappointed,
Lhowever; for though they got possession of the
(lesk, the master had taken the precaution to send
the moncy ashore previously inan old cask. ¥When
they found in the desk nothing but the ship’s
papers; they gave them up to some of the slave-
deulers, but the vessel was gone, and was captured
the following morning after sailing,

During the night [ was awoke by a violent
wrenching at my bed-room door ; and my double-
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barrelled gun being invariably my bedfellow at
this place, I sat up in my bed, which faced the
door, with my gun ready. After demanding who
was there, I heard some person fall over a stool in
running away. At this moment I had almost fired,
but heard the Cape Coast boy’s voice outside.
IIe detained the party, who proved to be one of
the women who had offered her services {o me in
the morning. Iler motives were probably to steal
something ; however, upon being informed of her
narrow cscape, she promised not to annoy me any
more, and was suffered to depavt.

On the following morning, March 11th, T went
out with a view to shoot some pigeons for break-
fast, accompanied by my Cape Coast boy, and the
servant furnished by Mr. Hanson of Ahguay.
Not finding any pigeons, and my cowries heing all
expended, and being without breakfast, I went a
little distance into the bush, or thick wood. We
passed along a narrow path some distance, till we
came to two sticks, stuck up, one on each side of
the path, with a small piecee of white cotton rag
on the top of each. The boys declared that it
would be at the peril of my life if I procecded any
farther in that direction, for this was the road to
a fetish-house ; and the fetish-man had stuck up
those sticks as a warning not to attempt o proceed
any further, I pretended, however, not to com-
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prehend their puluver, and walhed on till 1 was
some distance past the spot, when I looked round,
and ordered them to come ony but they stood
trembling watching, expecting to sec nie drop down
ok After many assurances of the absunlity of
suche superstition, they were ab last induced to
follow me.  Buch s the infatuation of the people
all along (he weat coust, and in fack in most places
I have yet visited in the interior

Soon after passing the fetish bar, I observed u
flock of monkeys passing from one tree to another,
as nimble as so many squirrels, gome with a young
one hanging to their breast. My Dboys called the
young one & child. I shot une, which we earvied
home and skinned. My boys assured me that
they were execllent food, aud were caten by all the
natives of this place.  Ilowever, in the morning, 1
conld not persuade my=clf to partake ol any of the
menkey, but dotermined to wait and sce whether
3 Haason would return, Tlooked for him hourly,
s it was now two days past the time he expected
tu be back when he left me.  Ilowever, dinner-
time came, and I wwas still fasting,  The boys had
covked the monkey very well, with some palin-oil
and vegetables, making a very fine soup.  Feeing
them relish 1t so mueh, T was at last, through the
eravings of an empty stomach, induced to eat some
ol it. Tt certainly was very sweel, and had L not
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known what it was, I should probably have velished
it much hetter.

Fvening arrived, and Mr. Hanson had not
returned. I was now compelled to make another
scavch for something to cat. It being evening, 1
found plenty of pigeons; for, during the heatl of
the day, all birds seek the shade in the bush, and
vemain quiet till the afternoon or early in the
morning, I had no vegetable, however, of any
description. After some consideration, I fell upon
ascheme which succeeded well, and through which
I got a sufficient supply of cowries. I possessed a
sovereign ; and although I'knew it was not current
lere, T sent to the caboceer, requesting him to
furnish me with change, as I was now without
cowries, At first, he could not comprehend my
meaning, but after it was explained {o him, he
offered to lend me some cowries, which accommo-
dation wag all that I required, and I borrowed
fifteen strings, valued at one shilling and threepence
currency. This supplied me till Mr. Hanson’s
return early on the morning of the 13th, when,
after remaining two hours, we embarked, and
sailed down the lagoon to Ahguay, which place
we reached o little after sunset.

March 15th,—Mr. ITanson, of Ahguay, myself,
and a young Portuguese, went up the lagoon to
vigit the Greejee market, and also to cndeavour
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to kill an alligator. We only saw two on our
passage up; but on our rcturn, in the after-
noon, we firsl observed one of small dimensions,
about five feet and a hall It was close to the
water’s edge, under the houghs of a low shrub.
T fired with a riffe and struck it, hut 14 dropped
instantly into the water, and we made no search
after it.  Ilowever, i ten minutes after, we were
more fortunate.  One ol the canocmen observed
a large one on the banks scveral yards from the
water, apparently fast asleep.  After getting the
canoe quite steady, I fired, and shot it through
the hardest part of its Dback; upon which it
ruched into the water. After looking about
some time, and being about to leave the spot, giving
up the search, My, Ilanson observed at o short
distance the enormous head of this monster resting
ou a broken stake of the fishing-hurdle across the
river, the head only above the water, I fired n
second shot, which knocked out its eye and carried
away part of its skull, upon which it sunk into
the water, but immediately rose again to the
surface, I then took & sword belonging to the
young Portuguese, and ran it into its belly,
which was now uppermost, when it agatn sank
to the bottom.  Considering it now quite dead,
I ordeved the canocmen to get into the water
and sceure it, but all al once we lost it, vwing
13
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to the muddiness of the water, caused by the men
disturbing the bottom. However, it was very
fortunate that we did lose it at this time, as it
proved that it was only pretending to be dead,
for it was pereeived twenty yards higher up the
stream still strong, although in this mutilated
state. "We again commenced our hunt, but before
we reached it, the old fisherman had lodged two
harpoonsin its back. It still continuing to struggle,
and appearing strong, I lodged another shot in
its head, which being previously shattered, com-~
pletely smashed it. After a few convulsive strug-
gles, we secured this creature to the stern of the
canoe, with a rope borrowed from the fisherman.
After our veturn to Ahguay we were obliged to
give notice to the caboceer of our having killed
this alligator; for, as the gall of the animal is a
very virulent poison, notice is directed to be given
on all such occasions to the headman or caboceer,
in order to prevent its being used unlawfully.
Men arc then sent to take out the gall and throw
it into the river, cutting the gall-bladder fivst.
The animal is then delivered to the person who
kills it. The alligator is eaten in many parts
of Africa, and is said to impart courage to the
cater. Be this as it may, I myself would rather
prefer remaining deficient in courage than partake
of such food. The alligaior we took measured
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cight feet four inches. T have despribed the
capture of this monster to remove an absurd
notion entertained by seme, that a bullet cannot
penetrate the hard purt of the alligator’y back.
This Is the thivd proof Lo the contrary within
wy awn expericnee.  Although in each case the
ball struck the animal above the round, and
on the hardest part of the back, it in no case
devinted from the true Hue from the Larrel of the
gun. I believe this erroncous opinion to have
arisen cither from the animal getting awuay after
being wounded, or that, the party, firing unseason-
ably, laid the Llame on the skin ox crust of the
animal as being too hard, or the hullet for not
penctrating, when, in fact, the animal was not
struck at all,

DMr. James Ilanson, being anxious to render
me assistance, as well as his generous employer,
kindly offered to lend me his horse. Unfortu-
nately, the poor animal was at the time in a
wretched state; for, although Mr. Ilanson never
rode the animat himself, his genevosity would never
allow him to refuse to lend his horse to any one
who desived it. In consequence of his lending it
to a Portuguese slave-dealer, named Gonzago,
who possessed not a spark of humanity, but rode
the poor heast with an old saddle much too large,
and with searcely any padding, the iron of the
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tree vesting on the hack-bone, had caused two
dreadful ulecers. This, and neglect in food, no
doubt had rernced the poor horsc to its wrotched
condition. The people, I have said already, are
void cither of sympathy or gratitude, cven in
their own families; and the poor horse is not
held in half so much esteem as the swine, be-
cause they cannot eat it. Jt may remain tied
up without food or water until it perish, if left
to a megro’s discretion. However, as some con-
siderable time must clapse before T commenee my
journey to the interior, owing to the King of
Dahomey not having returned from his slave-hunt,
I knew that by proper treatment] could scon get
the animal into good condition.

1 accepted, therefore, the offer of the horse, and
on the morning of the 17th March T left Ahguay
for Whydah again, accompanied by the master of
an American schooner, named Pearce, taking with
us a small canoe with two men to carry the horse.
All went on well for a few miles, with the excep-
tion of the American, who was sick and feverish,
After passing down the lagoon six miles, the
horse fell overboard, and I was compelled to go
into the water to get him in again. Before we
reached Grand Topoe the horse had heen upset
six times, and as often was I compelled to go
into the water after him,
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On our arrival at Popoe, which is half way from
Ahguay to Whydah, we remained about an hour
to refresh our eanoemen, and then we resumed our
passage.  Deing oceupied with the mapping of
the course and soundings of the lagoon, T did not
observe, till we had proceeded six miles, that the
two (ellows had made off up another viver to the
northward, with a view of stealing the horse. Upon
this T ordered my eanoe to return in search of the
villaing, and overtook them opposite a town also
named Popoe the Little. On finding themselves
dizcovered, they ran the canoce ashove, and deserted
her. I caught one of them, and hired another,
taking care to kecp the horsc aliead till we again
reached Grand Popoe, when the men ag
the canoe ashore, while T was purchasing palm-oil.

My Ameriean friend expressed some timidity at
being without a light now night had come on, he
having o few doubloons in his pocket, and having
to pass the place where two years ago the Ilam-
burgh supercargo was murdered. A second time
T caught the men; and, after a few good blows
with my stick, I pushed them into the canoe, with a
promise and determination that I would shoot the
firat man who aftempted to dizobey my orvder-.
I reruained in the cance with the horse sotne time,
till, owing to the great weight and the strug-
gling of the horse (though smail), the little

ain ran
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canoe again upset in the middle of the stream,
now more than ten feet deep. The horse fell on
me, but we both got ashore well, and I again got
the horse into the canoe, and determined to
remain in it, and hold the horse.  Mr. Pearce,
however, being sick, and not relishing being alone
(with the cxception of his servant) with four
raffian-like canoemen, I made a switch and put on
the lorse, sending one canocman from my own
canoce to hold him the remainder of the distance.

My clothes being entircly soaked, I changed
my dress and drank a glass of grog, which was
the last of our fivst bottle. We cxpected that we
had another, as Mr. Ilunson on the previous
evening had ordered two bottles to be packed in
our provision-box, one of wine and the other of
gin, Dut, during the night, one of the men who
had packed it had substituted a bottle of water for
it. This is only a slight specimen of the voguery
of this race, ou whom England has spent millions,
without one spark of gratitude in return.

All now went pretty well, Captain Pearce and
myself enjoying our cigar till we came to the toll-
bar across the river, which is always shut al twelve
o'clock, to prevent any one passing without being
observed. We stopped and hailed the toll-keeper,
who very independently replied we must wait till
morning, though there is an ovder that the toll
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shall he open at any time of the night.  Towever,
T went to work, and soon destroyed the pins that
sceured the slip-bav, My canoemen, all this
time, exhibited the greatest concern. The toll-
keeper, upon secing  the canocs pass thirough,
vowerd vengeanee, and pursued us with two ennoes,
determined to make us prisoners,  But [ told my
anoemen nob Lo fear, nor yet surrender, My
anoe being coveved, our pursuers never perceived
me till T had my sword-blade close to the wmoat
of one of them; and, instead of taking us prizoncrs,
I made them our prisoners. They had muskets
with them, it is true; but if taken suddenly and
with determination, they are great cowards. It s
singular that the sight of a sword alarms them
more than that of a gun. After detaining the
men forsome time, and taking them some distance
from their home, we allowed them to return.

At four o’clock we arvived at the ferry-house at
Whydah, at which place we remained till daylight,
laughing at our vexatious journey, or passage; and
at eight o'clock we once more arrived at my friend
Mr. Hutton’s fuctory, English Fort, where we were
cordially weleomed by Mr. Robert Hanson and My,

* Mhis toll-bar is composed of piles or stakes driven into the
Led of the lagoon, touching cach other the whole distancs across,
Jewviug u space sultiviens for a eanoe to pass, but after 12 a.r
sgeurerd from pas-age by & slip bar,
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Roberts, agents for Mr, Hutton. T remained at
Whydah, awaiting intclligence of the King of
Dahomey’s return from his war, and the commence-
ment of his custom, or holiday, During this time
I occupied myself in learning as much as possible
of the manners and habits of the people, as also the
condition of the surrounding country. My horse
began rapidly to improve, and in a short time,
with great attention, the ulcers healed, and he
would have been fit to ride, but some villain gave
him a dose of some vegetable poison, which nearly
killed him ; still, by great care, he recovered much
quicker than I expected.

Mr. J. Hanson had lent me a military saddle of
a light construction, though a little too large, my
horse being small, thongh considered large in this
country. With a little alteration and a fresh pan-
nel, however, I made the saddle fitwell. I covered
my holsters with bear-skin from my helmet tuft,
and made a new tuft of black monkey-skin. I also
made a crimson cotton velvet shabrack, trimmed
with scarlet cloth, and having a snaffle bridle T had
brought from England, as also some leather for
reing, I made myself a curb, bit, and chain, shoed
my horse, and made some spare shoes. This oc-
cupied me some considerable time, owing to the
want of proper tools. My horse was now strong,
aud capable of carrying me at a reasonable pace
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with ease.  Tharly in the mornings T took a ride,
every worning changing my direction, so that in
a shorl time I knew much wore of the swrrounding
country than the oldest residents in Whydah, T
also ook a great deal ol walking exereise, which
tends materially to promote good health,

The country ten vr twelve miles round Whydah
iy very inleresting, the soil good, land level, and
in many places well enltivated by people returned
from the Drazils, as I before stated. Since my
last mention of these people I learn that many of
them were driven away from Drazil on aceount of
their being concerned in an attempted revolution
amongst the slaves there, who turned against their
owners. These people are gencrally from the
Foolah and Eya countrics. Many, it appears, were
taken away at the age of twenty or twenty-four
years, consequently they can give a {full account
of their route to Badagry, where they were shipped.
They are by far the most industrious people
I have found. Several very fine firms, abont
six or seven miles from Whydah, are in a high
state of cultivation. The houses are clean and
gomfortable, and are situated in some of the most
beautiful gpots that imagination can pieture. It
is truly gratifying to fiml unexpeetedly a house
where you are welecomed in Juropean fashion,
and asked to take refreshiment. 1 invariably found
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upon inquiry that all these people had been slaves.
This would scemn to prove that to this country
slavery is mot without its good as well as bad
eflects.

There 1s another class of colonists, emancipated
slaves from Sicira ILeone, who emigrated to
Whydah, with the intention of farming ; but they
are inferior in that science to the formner class. ',
Though most of them can read, and write a little,
unfortunately the male portion of them appear
nearly as indolent as the uneivilized native; not-
withstanding  that the Iling of Dahomey has
afforded them every cncouragemcnt, by making
them gratuitous grants of land on which they have
built a small town. Immediately adjoining, is
their cultivated land, which is little more than
suflicient to weet their own consumption; but this
is chiefly owing to the jealousy of the great slave-
merchants, who use their combined influcnce to
Leep their produce out of the market. There is
conscquently little stimulus to exertion in agri-
culture. Throughsume nieans these colonists Liad
been informed that I had come to Whydah (or the
purpose of establishing a model faxm; and I was
consequently waited upon by their headman,
accompanied by several of lis people, at the
Lnglish Tort. They offered to give up to me all
the cultivated land belonging to their settlement,
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upon condition of my alfording them employment
on the farm when Lubour was required, as they
sald that their united cflorts, under a proper leader,
would be worthy the atiention of smne of the
Turopenn merchants trading on that coast. They
all secmed mueh disappointed when T told them that
I'was not in o position to aceept thelr proposal.
They devive support chiefly from the females, whe
are duving the reason employed in the bush col-
leating palm-nuts for making ofl, for which a
market can always he found, Several are also
engaged in washing, which they obtain from
European slave-agents, who are numerous here.
T had during my residence in this place a servant
as interpreter, one of these colonists, who hadl
himself heen a slave, but had been captured by =
Driti-h eruiser while en passage to Drazil, and
carried to Sierra Leone, and therve edueated. Ilc ‘
afterwards emigrated to Understone or Abbakuta—
that saintly place of so many converts "—and com-
meneed slave-dealing.  While on his passage, on
board a slaver, he was again captured with scveral
slaves in his posscssion.  The slaves were carvied
to Sieres Leane; but he himself was with the
erew of the laver put onshore at Whydah, where
Le is now a resident in the above settlement of
Iherated Afvicans from Merra Leone. e now

= Fue Misdon Bepods,
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practises as a quack doctor, and his wife as a fetish-
woman. I believe this is only one of many in-
stances where cmigrants from Sierra Licone {o
Abbakuta, who, on being liberated from slavery
themsclves, have commenced the same abominable
traffic. Inspite of what has been said of the moral
condition of the last-named scttlement, agriculture,
commerce, and industry, in my opinion, will be
the only permanent means to improve and mo-
ralize these people.

On my visit to Sierra Leone, Dr, Oldficld, whose
veracily cannot be questioned, and whose position
affords o supciior knowledge of that traffic, in-
formed me that many of the slaves adjudicated
upon at Sicrra Lieone were obtained through the
agency of the colonists of Abbakuta. Does not
this fact prove the necessity of devising some
means to induce the relinguishment of this un-
lawful traffic, and to the adoption of honest and
remunerative industry ?  On the coast, cspecially
at Whydah, a ready market might here always be
found for corn and other produce, as many ships
leave this coast with only half a eargo. I fecl
confident if a hundred steady men met with gome
encouragement to emigrate from England as
agriculturists and mechanics, they would do well in
this country, particularly as the King of Dahomey
is s0 anxions that Tnglishmen should settle here.
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I visited a farm-house where I found a hand-nill
for grinding corn and manioe. It wa= a large fly-
wheel, not placed horizontally, hut perpendicular,
like the barley mill: the folloes of the wheel
about six luches broad, and worked in a trough
of a sowicireular form.  The rim of this wheel i3
covered with sheet copper, having small holes
puuched through., Tt ix then nailed on the rim
with the rongh side outwarls,  The wheel is
turned in the same way as o grindstone.  The
trough can be raised or lowered at will according
as they require it, This was made by the farmer
himself near this place. é

On the borders of a marsh 1 found some fern
of various species, the kuly or female much re-
sembling that in England, and the common fern
exactly the same as owr English fern, with the
exception of the size, both species here being much
larger. The lady fern measures five feet, and the
others six feet four inches. Mangoes, orangcs,
limes, three different species of tamarinds, grow
wild in this country, and many other delicious
{ruits, -with the names of which I am unae-
quainted; amongst them a damson, very sweet
when ripe, dark, brown, or red, and of the size of
o cherry.
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CIIAPTER IX.

Manufacture of Salt—Death of Dr. M Hardy—Falling Stars—
Manioc, the Food of the Slaves—Crops—>Mode of sloring Grain
—Superstition — Hospitality of Don Francisco de Suza—A
Tornado— Slave Auctions — Punishment for killing Tetish
Snakes—=Slaughter of Dogs, &e.—Dogy used as Food—An
English Dog rescued—Thivvish Propensitics of the Natives—
Falling Stars—Murder of two Wives ~ Adjito—A heavy Tor-
nado—Robled by my Servant—American Brig sold to Blave
Merchants—Shipment of Slaves—Sharks—Death caused hy one
—DPreparations for my Journey to the Kong Mountnins—M. De
Suza’s Liberality—-I1s Opinion of Inglishmen,

Marer 24th.—It is Flarmattan season to-day.
The thermometer has fallen from 84 to 71°
Fahrenbeit, but the general rise and fall of
the thermometer at Whydah may be calen-
lated to range from 78° to 84" during the
month of Mavchi; though, ag will he seen, sudden
and extraordinary changes have taken place in
the temperatuve.  Salt is made in great abundance
at Whydah, and forms one of their prineipal
articles of trade, and is transported to a great
distance mto the interior. Their method of pro--
curing the salt is simple and easy, Near Whydah
the sea flows into the lagoon at high water,
consequently it is very salt. During the ebb-tide
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the lagoon alto ebbs, and fhe great heat of the
sun causes such raptd evaporation, as to leave the
salt on the surface, so as to resemble hoar-frost or
a slieht {ull of snow. It is then seraped together,
and frequently hoiled, which cleanses and whitens
it, butb the natives generally use it in its original
ntate,

Apiil dthe-—~The  Cw/ifprnin, Coptain Tlnnt,
arvived here (rom Cape Coast and Acera, hiinging
the melaneholy intelligenee of the death ol Dr.
Mt ardy, colonial surgeon of (ape Coast. lle
was o young man of amiable and gentlemanly
manners, and shewed great ekill in the treatment
of the fever prevalent in that country. It is rather
singular that this gentleman should never have
experienced an hour’z sickness during the two
years he resided in Afvica, Ull the short illness
which had proved fatul to him.  1ie had heen re-
lieved from his station Ly Dr. Lilley, and was
only waiting fur o passage to Epgland. D
Mlardy attended me with great kindness and
attention during the fever which attacked me.
e was one of the officers of the garrison whose
kind and generous treatment I chall ever remem-
ber with the warmest feelings of gratitude, Indeed
I have experienced great hindness from every
Turopean on this coast, as well as from the re-
speetable body of civilized Afvieans,

April 11th—At three ¢’clock aar, 1 observed
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an extraordinary falling of stars, fulling from south
to west at an angle of twenty degrees. I visited
the same day a small kroom, at the distance of
three miles, bearing due west from Whydah, The
situation of the village is delightful, and the land
well cultivated.  Round the kroom are numerous
manioc and palm-trees. Daize or Indian corn, and
manioc are the chief crops raised in this neighbour-
hood, on account of the great demand for farina,
which is made from the manioc-root. The root is
ground in the same manner as potatoes for starch.
It is then dried in the sun, and again partially
ground till about the same substance as oatmeal.
This 1s the principal food of the slaves, both during
the time they are waiting to be shipped and on
their passage. Corn is produced twice during the
year, and a smaller sort of red corn may be ob-
tained even four times in the year; but I have
gencrally observed a carclessness in the storing of
grain in this country, consequently the weevil or
moth destroys a great quantity., At this kroom I
observed an excellent plan for stoving and preserv-
ing grain. A large circular jar, formed of clay, is
placed upon a platform raised two feet and a half '
from the ground on pillars, similar to some corn-
ricks in England, This immense jar is generally
about nine feet in diameter and twelve feet deep;
As soon as the first layer of clay is properly,
hardened, which seldom requires more than
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twenty-four hotrs in o tropieal su, another layer
is laid on, and so on till it attains it proper height.
A light conical roof is then formed of bamhoo, and
thateh sewa over it, similar to the covering of hee-
hives in inglawd. This roof can he removed at
pleasure, to give air to the grain. When corn s
veqquived for the market, or fin thelr own wse, il
i drawn from o hole Ieft at the hottom of the
Jjur, over which is placed a wooden slide.

A singular superstition cxists at Whydah in
regard to the position of the hody when asleep.
On no account will a native sleep with his head
towards the sea, nor enter a new house to take
possession as a dwelling on a Tuesday or Friday,
both those days being reckoned unlucky.

13th.—The thermometer rose to 909, and at
4 hours 30 minutes fell to 70° Fahrenheit during
a tornado.

On the 14th Commander Liayton, of I1I. M. brig-
of-war Cyynet, cane on shore to visit me, and to
thank Don Franciseo de Suza for his ereat kind-
ness to me since my arrival at Whydah, for T had
informed Captain Laytou of the manner in which
I had been treated by him. M. de Suza ex-
pressed much satisfaction at this acknowledement
of hix Minduess, not anly to me, but to all other
Englishmen visiting this place,  TTe is o professed
glave-dealer of long standing, as T have previously
mentioned, aud that cireumstance is likely enough

VOL. L. K
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to produce an unfavourable opinion of him; but
a more generous or benevolent man perhaps never
existed, in my opinion.

16th.—I went with Captain Layton on board
the Cygnet, and was received with great kindness
by the officers. During the night or previous
evening, the Sea Lark, Captain Gooch, had
anchored near the Cygnet. Captain Gooch came
on board, and dined with Captain Layton and
myself. Both these gentlemen expressed their
willingness to assist me in any way in their pgwer
consistent with their duty.

On the 25th, at three o'clock a.m., during a
dreadful tornado, accompanied with the most vivid
lightning and loudest thunder T ever heard, the
thermometer fell from 87° to 78° Fahrenheit.

At ten A I was present at a sale by auction of
the slaves helonging to a Portuguese merchant,
who died on the 234 instant. Being domestic slaves,
they sold high; one, a cgok, sold for two hundred
and fifty dollars, The slaves ate led in one at a
time in succession as they are sold, and their per-
sons examined. They are sold to the highest
bidder, in the same way as cattle are sold in Eng-
land. At hall-past six a flery meteor passed to
the southward of Whydah, from east to west.

206th.—The wind changed regularly since the
20th from west to north, and at daybreak returned
to west, forming the eircle of the four cardinal
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points in twelve hours. This day and night the
thermometer ranged between noon and midnight
from 82° to 78° Falrenheit.

May 1st.—Punishment was inflicted for acciden~
tally killing two {otish snakes, while cleaving some
ritbbish in the T'reneh fort.  This 18 one of the most
absurd as well as swvage customs T ever witnesserd
or heard of.  Still it is not so bad #s it was in the
reign of the preceding King of Dahomey, when
the law declaved the head of the unforfunate in~
divillual forfeited for killing one of these reptiles,
even by accident. The present King has reduced
the capital punishment to that described helow.
On this occasion three individuals were sentenced,
a8 guilty of the murder of this fetish snake. A
small house is thereupon made for cach individual,
composed of dry faggots for walls, and it is thatched
with dry grass. The fctish-men then assemble,
and fully describe the enormity of the crime com-
mitted. Iach individual is then smeared over, or
rather has a quantity of palm-oil and yeast poured
over them, and then o bushel basket is placed
on each of their heads. In this hasket are placed
small calabashes, filled to the brim, so that the
slightest motion of the body spills both the oil
and the yeast, which runs through the bottom of
the baslket on to the head. Tach individual carries
a dog and a kid, as well as two fowls, all fastened
together, across his shoulders. The culprits were

K2
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then marched slowly round their newly-prepared
houses, the fetish-men haranguing them all the
time. Fach individual is then brought to the door
of his house, which is not more than four feet high.
ITe is there freed from his burthen, and compelled
to crawl into his house on his belly, for the door
is only cighteen inches high. Ile is then shut into
this small space with the dog, kid, and two fowls.
The house is then fired, and the poor wretch is
allowed to make his escape through the flames to
the ncarest running water. During his journey
there he iz pelted with sticks and clods by the
assembled 1ob ; but if the eulprit has any friends,
they generally contrive to get nearest to him
during his race to the water, and assist him, as
well as hinder the mob in their endeavours to
injure him. When they reach the water thoy
plunge themselves headiong into it, and are then
considered to be cleansed of all the sin or crime
of the snake-murder. But this barbarous cus-
tom docs not even cnd herve. After the lapse
of thirtcen days, in addition to an annual custom
observed here, custom or holiday is held for the
decensed snakes.

During one whole day all persons who arve so
inclined are permitted to kill all dogs or pigs as)
well as fowls found alvoad or in the strcets.ﬁ
After the day’s collection all are put in a hea[;
together, some of the poor animals writhing with
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agony.  They are then distributed amongst the
most ravenous of these eannibals and fetish-men,
and wre all cooked, A glovious feast and drinking
of rum then takes place.  Dogs wre considered,
L ought to observe, a great Jusury here.

This day a party of vagabonds alucked o
very fine English greyhound belonging to o the
Lnglish fort. I anet the villains just as they
entered the fort in pursuit of the poor animal,
which they had alveady lumed. I gave chase to
them, declaring if any one dared to come again
into the fort I would shoot him instautly. The
whole crowd threw down the dogs they had
already killed, and made their escupe, for they ave
great cowards ; and many of them, in consequence
of my having resided theve three months, knew
me. I then went to the Avogaw, and informed
him of my determination to shout the fivst of these
villains who dared to enter the Inglish fort, upon
which he sent the gong-gong round the town,
warning all persons against injuring while wen’s
dogs: as they did not acknowledge fetish, they
had no right to meddle with any thing belonging
to white men.

May 3d.—The natives cmployed in carrying
gunpowder from the beach to the town of Whydah
are 1n the habit of stealing it.  The greater
part of the road being sand, they take out the
powder and substitute sand, They also trequently
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break cowry puncheons on their way, and then
send to the owners, declaring that a puncheon
has burst on the road. Before the coopers arrive,
of course a number of cowries arc carried away.
Rum puncheons are in ninc cascs out of ien
broached, by shifting one of the hoops, and boring
a hole through the part where the hoop is re-
moved.

Whydal has long been known to be inhabited
by some of the greatest villains in the world.
This may arise, perhaps, in a great measure, from
the King of Dahomey not wishing to interfere with
white people’s affairs, and the merchants heing too
humane to urge the king’s interference.  Wor they
are aware that if he were requested Lo tahe cogni-
zance of any case of robbery of a white man, the
robber would cortainly lose his hend., But such
roguery descrves a severe checls,

6th—Extraordinary falling of stars at two
o'clock A.M. in the southern hemisphere, forming
an angle of forty-five degrees from T 10 W. in
the fall. Thermometer range from 82° to 77°;
bui during a toxnado at 4* 30 fell 1o 742

7th.—I made mysclf two pair of trowsers.
8th, 9th, and 10th, finished my little tent, and
made it waterproof. 18th, T witnessed a dreadful
attack made by a hushand upon his wife. I in-
terfered and rescued her.

T have just heard of a most diabolical outrage



WISTORN ATRICA. 149

and murder of two wives by the husband, from
jealousy. The first he treated in the most brutal
manner, by forcing a large plantain into the
lower part of her person, which instantly caused
her death. The second (who was pregnant, and
near lier confinement) lie ripped open with a large
knifs, The man was of conrse hung.

Unfortunately the people, natives of this place,
are altogether deficient of any rational or charitable
feeling. Music is scarcely known, or indeed any
other exertion of the mind caleulated to correct
or improve the natural passions, Adjito is the
only game practised here, It is an indolent sort
of game, and groups of idle people assemble daily
under the shade of the large cashu trees for the
parpose. Here they remain smohing and drinking
1um during the whole day, instead of cultivating
the soil; however, the caboceer, who is an excel-
lent man, has just issued orders that every picee of
waste ground claimed by any person in or near
the town shall be cultivated and planted with
curn, or some other wseful vegetable. This order
has given gieat satisfaction to all Europeans at
Whydah.

May 16th.—A heavy tornado, which lasted an
hour, from three to four e, the thermometer
falling two degrees. I discharged my new ser-
vant, a young Spaniard, for theft. e was one
of a crew of villains who landed from the Spanish
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slaver run ashore by the Cygnet, Inglish war
brig. I took this man from charitable motives
when he was without food, or the means of pro-
ewing any. In a short time he began to steal
every thing within his reach, and when discovered
madlehis eseape. After three days’ scarch, however,
T found out his hiding-place, and seized him. Upon
searching him I found some of my property. T
then {ook him to the English fort, and compelled
him to inform me where the rest of my property
which he had stolen was scereted, which I re-
covered afterwards.

22d.—TI made myself a water-proof cloak, and
finished a curb-bit and chain, and converted my
saddle into & military one.

26th.—An American brig from Portland, Cap-
tain Groodriche, master, was sold by the captain for
six thousand dollars to the slave merchants. The
crew then turned mutinous and refused to work
after the slaves were put on board. The vessel was
then manned by Spaniards, who had been put on
shore from prizes taken by English men-of-war.
Sending vessels nearly valueless to the coast with
general cargo, and after having been visited byl
an Pnglish man-of-war several times, discharging
their cargocs, and selling them to slave dealers, +
seeis now to he a favourite plan with the Yankees. h
When the vessel sails she is not suspected, from
her apparent unfitness for that trade. This vessel



WLSTERN ATRICA, 201

took on board six hundred slaves in a few hours,
and though the swell was so heavy that none of
the vessels in the rovads could discharge their
cargo, not one of the slaves was drowned.
Knowing that a shipment of slaves was to take
place, Istationed mysclt on the 10ad where 1 knew
they would have to puss.  The first party con-
sisted of about seventy very strong athletic men,
apparently frow twenty to bwenty-five years ot age.
These were followed by a number more, carrying
pails or buckets for their food on the passage.
About forty were children, varying from seven to
ten years of age. These were not in chains ; hut
marched with two slight grass cords, knotted at
intervals of a yard. The two cords are put, one
on each side ol the neck, and another Lkuot is
wade in front of the neck, leaving suflicient room,
but so tight as to prevent the head tvom being
slipped through., The others were all in chains;
sometimes eighty on one chain. At intervals of a
yard are large cirenlar links, which open to receive
the neck, and which are secured by a padlock.
T was surprised to sce with what cheerfulness they
all bustled along as if going to a fair. The re-
turned or liberated slaves were all oul to witness
the procession, which seemed to give them great
satisfuction; for they deelared they had spent
their happiest days in Bahia, T asked several their
x 3
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reason for leaving such a pleasant bondage; they
assured me that it was owing to the revolt amongst
gome of the slaves in Bahia, who had been the
means of ruining many slave-holders and large
sugar manufacturers, who were unable to keep or
cmploy them any longer. But, in all probability,
these men were of the mutinous party, and had
been sent out of the country.

I Lave just learned that two more American
vesscls are in Whydali roads at present for the same
purpose, and one has lately sailed from Popoe with
a cargo of slaves: in fact, the American govern-
ment seems to wink at the trade. Whoever heard
of an American man-of-war capturing a slaver,
though there are three American men-of-war
on the coast at present? I forgot to mention
the circumstance of a Spaniard who was employed
as a hand on board the Madora schooner, from
London. Upon perceiving ihe slaves put on
board the American brig, anchored at a short
distance, he jumped overboard to swim to her,
but had only been in the water a few seconds,
before a large shark approached him. The poor
fellow kicked with his feet towards the shark,
endeavouring to keep it off, but the shak
darted on him, and tore away his arm. A
boat was immediately lowered, but before it
reached him the shark made a second attack,
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and the poor fellow, who was swimming with
one hand, wuas again scized on the back of the
shoulders, and dragged under water, the ftail
of the shark remuaining in sight.  When the boat
reached the spot, the shark appeared on the
surfice, still holding the man.  Once of the men
in the bewt strucl the shark’s head with a boat-
Look, when he relinguished his hold; hut the pour
fellow’s flesh was completely torn from the hone.
A swall rope was fastened round his back, and he
was got into the boat, and after being taken on
board the Medvra died in half an hounr.

This coast abounds with sharks; and if a man
18 s0 unfortunate as to {all overbourd he is sure to
be caught by one of them.

June &th.— Don Francisco de Suza, who has
for some time back been exerting his influence
with the King of Dabowey to allow me to visit his
capital, and pass thiough to the Kong DMountaine,
Las just received a satisfuctory reply., Though
M. de Suza is il and confined to his hed with
rheumatism, the old gentleman was so much pleased
with the success of his application, that he sent
for me to his bed-side to inform me of the good
news, assuring me of his readiness to supply me
with everything for my journey, and with presents
suttable for the King and his principal ministers.
Mr. ITutton had charged me not to go shabbily to
Dahomey, as, in whatever circumsiances I went,
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T would surcly be considered as the representative
of my country; and that, in fact, unless I went
as such, I would be little noticed.

Under such cireumstances I felt somewhat em-
barrassed, for Mr, ITutton had been ever since my
arrival at Cape Coast my sincere and constant
friend. ITc bad supplicd me with an order upon his
factories at Ahguay, Whydah, and Badagry, for
anything T might require to ensure my success,
and also requested M. de Suza to interest himself
in furthering my views, and to furnish me with
suituble presents. M. de Suza, as T have said, de-
claved his willingness to do anything in his power
to assist an IBnglishman ; for althongh Tmglish
eruisets had captured twenty-two of his slave
vessels, yet he respected an Englishman more than
any others, his own countrymen not excepted.
Under the civeumstances, I was glad Lo avail my-
self of his proffered kindness, although my satisfac-
tion was mingled with reluctance at my inability to
repay the expense incurred, exeept by pawning my-
«clf to any onc who might require my services after
wy return to the coast. This was rather a gloomy
prospeet ; however, 1 was determined to risk all.
Ou the following day, therefore, according to M.
de Suza's instructions, everything was ready, with
twenty people to carvy my baggage, provision,
anel eowries.  Cowries ave a very awkward money,
riuiving one man to carry two pounds’-worth.
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CIIADPTER X,

St ooul on iy Jomny T Abomcy—Hoy—Tonce—>My
wick hod Condittion—Azow1y  Parasibical Planta—Alutda—
Cotton bee—Atoogo—Asienhee—ILavoe—~A Butterfly School
—Whjybhoc—Construction of the ITouses—Native Unstoms~-
Manutactmies — Abiean Charactar generally —Populabion of
Whyhoe—.Akpway—An extensive Swamp — Ahgrimmah—
Toghadoe—Secenery—&Hoil —Swarm of Locusts

A1 one o'clock, during a heavy rain, we stuated
from Whydah, leaving my servant, an American,
who had belonged to the Ameiican vessel alrcady
mentioned, but who refused to remain on bomd
after the vessel was conyerted into a slaver. Ile
had been foolish enough to lend a negio four
dollars, and was endeavoming to get it back; but
after remaining o whole day, he was of comse
obliged to put up with the loss of his money.

This wasa gloomy commencement of my jour-
ney; for T had nothing but a set of villains with
me, ready to rob me when an opportunity should
ofter. The path from Why dah comimences Ih N, 12,
magnetic 3 and two miles N. IS, then N. one and
tliree quarters, 1 reached Savay, o small kroown of
vne hundred and fifty inhalitants, distanl fiom
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Whydah five miles and three quarters, instead of
nine miles, as computed by the natives. The coun-
try is open, the soil red, loamy sand, of excellent
guality. The rain had cecased. One of my carriers
broke down purposely, in order that another of his
rascally confederates might be employed to assist
Lim, though kis load was not forty pounds’ weight.
Ile returned to Whydah by another road to avoid
meeting me, but M. de Suza's headman, after ad-
ministering a flogging to him, sent the villain back
to me, and so he did not effect his objecet, having for
his villany added eleven miles and a half to his
day’s journey.

After dismounting a fow minules at Savay, we
again resumed our journey. The road still mag-
netic N. five miles, then changing to N. E. three
and three quarters, I reached Torree, distant eight
utiles and three quarters from Savay, and fourteen
and a half from Whydah. The country waslevel
and wooded for the last stage. I stopped at Tor-
ree during the night, without a servant, clothes
wet, horse wet, and no house for him. T was
vbliged to cuok, and attend to my horse; in fact,
to do every thing inyself. Ileavy rain during the
niglt, and uniil half past eleven o’clock on the
tllowing morning, the 7th, when we again com-
wenced our journey. Bearing N, seven miles and
a halfy renched Azoway, o kroom with one hundred
inhubitants,—last stage a beautifully wooded path,
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and good road.  Observed some splendid parasiti-
cal plants, with o very beautiful flower; one with
an octagon-shaped spreading flower of a bright
vermilion colour with six ycllow petals, about the
size of a primrose.  The plant is four or five feet
high, long, slender, woody stem, of a clinging
character.  This is the only place at which I have
observed this plant.

After stopping five wminutes aud deinking water
with the headinan, we marched front Azoway, the
country resembling a gentleman’s park in Eng-
land; rising ground three miles to the eastward,
road bearing N. two miles, then N. W. seven
miles, reached Aladda, a town with a good mar-
ket and king’s house built for the accommodation
of white men visiting Dahomey, Near this place
I shot o monkey and gave it to my carriers, who
considered it a great luxury., I ate n plece of his
liver, which was very good. The King keeps
wiies at this place, the head one of whom sent me
water and a present of a fowl. The land is level,
with good soil, and plenty of corn; distant seven
miles and three quarters from Azoway, and {rom
Torree fifteen miles and a quarter.  On the road
T had hired some assistant carviers, and my people
were now in better marching order, and all
scemed comfurtable and myself happy. In the
house where T slept I found a sheet of paper
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written in Arabic, and suspended to one of the
beams by the corner. I was told that this was
placed there as a charm or amulet, by a Maho-
medan priest passing through this place. Ilere T
ohserved one of the largest cotton trees I ever
sw, except one on the banks of the river Niger,
which I mensured when engaged in the Niger ex-
pedition in 1841, That measured fifty-seven feet,
but the caboceer of Aladda objected to my mea-
stiving this without the King's leave, .

June 8th.—We marched from Aladda at forty
minutes past nine, bearing N, two miles, then
NN W. three miles, and reached Atoogo, a small
hvom of one Lundred inhabitants, the conntry still
thickly wooded with immense large and straight
trecs of various species. DBearing still NN.W,
at two miles reached Assewhee, a small kroom of
twenty huts; and at two miles further, with
several beuds in the road, but general bearing
NNV, arrived at Havee, a kroom of three
hundred inhabitants, the land well caltivated round
and newr the kroom. Near this place, and for
several miles which we had passed, an extraordi-
navy number of buttesflics, of various sorts and
eolours, were assemibled fn immense heaps on dif-
forent spots on the rond.  Sometimes we clapped
w lub upon the heap, and secured fifty or sixty.
Upon inguiring as to the cause of such singular
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assemblies, the natives, in their own lunguage, told
me that it was a butterfly <chool: but upon again
pressing them with the question, why they selected
une particular spot, 1 was told, that whenever any
per-on had oceasion 1o mahe water, the spot was
inmediately covered with butterflies. Upon minuate
observation I found this pafectly corveet,

After marching five miles in the same bearing,
over o good 1oad thickly wooded with beautiful
trees of greut height, we mrived at Whyboe, com-
pletely drenched from a thunder-storm, Whyboe
is a town of considerable size, with a house belong~
ing to the King, for the accommodation of white
men. The town is well built; but, like all other
towns in this country, the housus are all of clay.
Here, and wherever I have pussed, no other ma-
terial could be substituted, for T have not seen
a stone su large as a pea, neither at Whydah
nor since I left that place. It may be well to
mention, that the construction of the houses Is
much better than in many parts T have visited.
Each houscholder occupies a square of seventy
feet, the backs of the houses forming the walls of
a square. The doors are inside the square, with
the exeeption of one, us an entrance.  In front of
the main dwelling is formed a colonnade of square
pillavs, Under this colomnade, and againsi the
outside of the wall of the dwelling, is a clay scat,
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written in Arabie, and suspended to one of the
beams by the corner. I was told that this was
placed there as a charm or amulet, by o Maho-~
medan priest passing through this place. Here T
observed one of the largest cotlon trees T ever
saw, cxeept one on the banks of the viver Niger,
which I measured when cugaged in the Nigev ex-
pedition in 1841. Thal measured fifty-scven feet,
but the caboceer of Aladda objected to my mea-
suring this without the King's leave. )

June 8th.—We marched from Aladda at {orty
minutes past nine, bearing N. {wo miles, then
NN.W. three miles, and reached Atoogo, a small
Lroom of one hundred inhabitants, the country still
thickly wooded with immense Targe and stinight
trees of various species.  Dearing sfill NN.W.
at two miles reached Assewhee, a small kroom of
twenty huts; and at two miles fuvther, with
several bends i the road, but general hearing
NN, W, arrived at Ilavee, a hroom of three
hundred inhabitants, the land well cultivaded round
and near the kroom. Near this place, and for
several miles which we lad passed, an extraordi-
nary namber of butterflics, of various sorts and
colours, were assembled in immense heaps on dif-
ferent spots on the road. Sometlimes we clapped
a hat upon the heap, and secured fifty or sixty.
Upon inquiring as to the caunse of such singnlar
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assemblies, the natives, in their own language, told
me that it was a butteifly school: but upon again
pressing them with the question, why they selected
one particular spot, I was told, that whenever any
person had occasion 1o make water, the spol was
immediately covered with butterflies. Upon minute
observation I found this perfectly correct.

Alfter marching five miles in the same beairing,
over a good road thickly wooded with beautiful
trees of great height, we mrived at Whyboe, com-
pletely drenched from a thunder-gtorm.  Whyboe
is a town of considerable size, with a house belong-~
ing to the King, for ihe accomodution of white
men. The town Is well built; but, like all other
towny in ihis countiy, the houses ave all of clay.
Iere, and wherever I have passed, no other ma-
terial could Le substituted, for T have not reen
a slone so lupe as a pes, neither at Whydah
nor sinee I left that place.  Ti may be well Ho
mention, that the construction of the houses is
mueh better than in many parts 1 have visited.
Toach householder occupics a square of seventy
feel, the backs of the houses forming the walls of
a square. The doors are inside the square, with
the exception of one, as an entrance. In fiont ol
the main dwelling is formed a colonnade of square
pillars, Under this colonnade, and against the
outside of the wall of the dwelling, is a clay scat,
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extending the whole length of one side of the
square, leaving a space opposite the doorway.
This seat 1s about five feet wide, and one foot and
a half high, having a draught or cwrrent of air
generally., It forms a very pleasant seat, and
frequently a bed for the occupants. The slaves
or domestics generally occupy another part, but
little distinction is observed in general between
master and servant, except in presence of strangers,
and that with a view to display their dignity.

If a glass of liguor iy presented to the master,
he invariably shares it with his domesties, who
are squatted round him.  Upon a master offering
the glass or cup, which is never taken out of the
master’s hand, the other, on his knees, holds his
mouth to receive what his master chooses to pour
into it, in tlie same way that rooks, when young,
are fod by the parent.

Cloth is manufactured in almost all the krooms
I have yet passed; but their method is so tedious,
that it becomes expeusive; consequently num-
bers, both male and female, are entirely naked.
Those who can afford it generally wear a cloth
round their loins, as at Whydah and other places
on the coast. Here, to my great satisfuction,
my white servant overtook we; Mr, Ilanson,
agent for Mr. Hutton, had kindly sent a native
with him to show him the way. DPoor fellow!
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he was much f{atiguned and wet, yet cheerful
withal. e was a little feverish, having slept
at Torrec on a damp clay floor; for even a mat
was refused him, though the Iling orders every
accomemodation to strangers. This is a proof of
the mistaken idea entertained of the kindness of
the natives in general. Two days before, when
I passcd, they pretended great attention, knowing
that they would be well remuncrated; but this
poor solitary white man, with only a negro boy
for his guide, they charged eighi cowries for
lying on bare earth! This is a sample of the
gencrosity of the generality of Africans.

The severe laws and discipline of the King of
Dahomey need not surprise us, when we are
acquainied with the character of his people.
Having got some rice and fowl-soup prepared,
I prevailed on my servant to endeavour to take
some, bul he was unable to cat any thing. T then
made him some tea, and spread my own mat for
him, and covered him over with my shect—ithe
only one I possessed, for my others had been
stolen. He soon got into a strong perspiration,
and in the morning he was quite restored.

Whyboe contains about six hundred inhabi-
tants, who seem better disposed than those nearer
the coast; they are more industrious too. The
land is well cultivated round and mnear the town,
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producing corn of different sorts, manive, and
yams.

June 9th. —We marched from Whyboe at
6" 40/, bearing still NN.W., the path good and
beautifully wooded. At four miles, bearing N.,
and at one mile and a half, reached Akpway,
five miles and a half from Whyboe. Akpwayisa
small town, with another house of acconunodation,
which we did not enter, having a long journey
this day. We mercly halted in the market-place,
and took a picee of biscuit and some water. Here
I found a man from Cape Coast, who spoke some
few words of Tnglish.  Ile was now employed in
the King’s honse here. 1 {ound him Kind and
attentive in obeying the King’s orders in fitrnish-
ing us with water for my party and horse.  Tor
this 1 gave him a good dvam of rum,  Tlere the
path passes over ved-sand or [reestone, the first
stone I had obscrved.

Marched aguin at 8" 45', beaving N. one mile,
then NN.'W., and entered the swamp, frequently
impassable during the rainy season. Fortu-
nately, I was enabled to »ide my horse for the
greater part of the way. The road was now inter-
sected by trees of immense size, intcrapersed with
smaller (firuit) trees, of different kinds, Amongst
these was a sort of damson, of fine Aavour, the
colour of a ripe plum, and of the size of an Eng-



WLSTERN AFRICA. 213

lish cherry. This swamp continued for about ten
miles, in the same bearing.  We then reached
Ahgrimmah, distant from Akpway thirteen miles
and a quarter, We marched {from Ahgrimmah
at 1" 10°, with occasional bends in the path
bearing NN.W,, and at five and a guarter miles
reached Toghadoe, a market town, with nine
hundred inhabitants, situated on a gentle rising
ground, and open, with the exception of a beau-
tiful clump of trees at w little distance apart,
resembling a vasl pleasure-ground or park, not
unlike some part of the Great Park at Windsor.
Oun the right of the path, or N.I%, at three miles
distant, is a heautiful valley, running NN.W. and
88.15 fve miles, erossing the path in the firm
of an areh, and taking the above direclion at one
mile and a hall’” distant, forming the shape of o
hovse-shoe,  1Lere the soil s light, and vegetation
not so luxuriand ; small gravel on the surficee,
from which the soil had been washed. At three
[ect and a hall below the surface, iroustone in a
congested or fused state is found. At this place
wo passed one mile through a swarm of locusts.
No one who has not witnessed sucli a scene can
form an idea of the immense nmmbers erowded
together. Well might the Egyptians dread such
visitors!  Upon our approach to the spot where
the swarm comnuenced, the noise was similar to
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that of a heavy blast of wind passing through a
forest of trees, or like the noise of a heavy shower
of hail. This was cansed by their hopping o get
out of our way. My horse at first felt alarmed;
but, after being urged by the whip and spur, lie
went amongst them, killing many hundreds as he
passed, although they are so very nimble; but
their excessive number prevented them from
getting out of the way. They were about the
gize of a grasshopper, or a little stouter, of the
colour of a bee. Their wings were not full grown,
which may aceount for their not being able to get
out of the way. I was told afierwards that they
were not half grown. They are much dreaded
when they settle down amongst a crop of any
deseription, for they tolally destroy evory thing
within their reach.
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CHAPTER XL

Canamina, its Population—Adawie—Preparations for entering
the Capital —Abomey—My hospitable Reception— Visit from
Mayho, the Prime Minister—DMessage from the King—The
Palace—The Market-place—Dead Bodies of Criminals ung up
—My Reception by his Majesty— Ceremony on Intioduction—
Conversation with the King— Perform the Swoid Ixorcisc
before him—His Approbation—Troops of Pemale Soldiers-—The
King's Person—Ceremony of the Tntroduction of Military Ofli-
cerg—Diess of the Female Soldicrs-—Tniroduced to the King's
Chiefs—Visits —-The Kine’s Stafl—TReview of Native Troops—
Teigned Altack on & Town—The King's Soldior-wives——Ash
antee Prinee —Iis Majesty’s Opinion of Bugluul and the Bug
lish—The vain Boasting of the Ashantee Urince silenced by
the King—1'rineipal Officers—"he Dahomnan Women formida-
ble Soldieis.

Anr four miles and a half from Togbado, reached
Canamina, a large town, seattered over a vast
aren of ground, the land level and well cultivated,
resembling our fields in Tngland. The country
is open to a considerable distance. This town con-~ f
tains at least ten thousand inhabitants. The King
has here also a house for the accommodation of
white people, although they so scldom visit this
place. Ever since Mr. Freeman’s visit, the King
has been very anxious to cncourage inlercourse
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with English people. At this place we remained
for the night, and weve well acconumodated.

Tarly on the following morning, June 10th, the
pretended governor of the English fort at Why-
dah, a deccitful old scoundrel, who ereated himself
governor of the fort under the pretence of taking
care of il, though, as T had before stated, he has
let all go to ruin except the part hie himself occu-
pies, met me at Canamina, for the purpose of
introducing me to the town of Abomey. After
breakfast I cleancd my regimentals, and my white
servant got my hovsc and trappings; rewdy and
the day being fine, 1 fovmed a very deceut turn
out, my regimentals being good, the same as then
worn in my old regiment, the Fiest Tife Guards.
T wag amused at the vanity of the old governor,
who showed a great anxiety to precede me, with
view of making it appear to the people that he
was my superior, and that L was merely his escort.
He himself was carried in an old ragged hammocl
hy four negroes, and was dressed in an old worn-
out gambroon coat of English pattern.  This piece
of vanity I suffered him to indulge in till we arvived
at Adawie, three miles and a half from Canamina,
and with the same bearing as the previous day.
T then ordered him to fall in my vear, which order
he pretended not to understand. I galloped up
to his hammock and stopped him. This scemed to
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mortify him very much, particularly as he had
always informed the people of this place that he
was onc of the greatest men of Whydah, and
had been appointed by the Quecen of England
as governor over all white men,

We arrived al Abomey at three minutes past
one o’clock, amidst erowds of spectators, and were
guided to an excellent house prepared for me by
Mayho,! the King’s prime minister, an excellent
old man, and very different to the geueralily of
ancivilized Afvicans, not having that covetous und
sclfish disposition wusual with them.  Ile was
always anxious to fornish me with every neces-
snry which he had heard o white man required or
used,  After welcoming me und my people, his
fivgt Inquiries were for Mr. IMceman, and why
he was so long before hie aguin visited hin ?
e then desived 1o drink vy health and o wel-
come to Abomey from a liquor-case whicl he
had already sent to my house.  As hie was busily
employed with the IGng in making preparations
for my formal reception on tho following morning,
Mayho soon retired, loaving me to get my house
in order. After a short interval plenty of pro-
visions for more than forty persons were sent me

* The higher officors of the household are allowed to adopt

their offieial title as their fanily name, Mayho being in the
Dahoman language Prime Minisler.

Yor. L L
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from the King’s house,  We were now comfortably
accommodated ; and 1 was much pleased with the
kind reception [ had met with.

My house or houses contained accormnodation
for three large familics, with two kitchens and
large yard, the whole completely walled in. In
front of my door was a very fine large orange-trec
covered with frnit, and alarge hench or seat under
il entirely shaded from the sun.  In the evening
Mayho again called on me and delivered the King’s
complinients, informing me that his Majesty was
very happy to hear of an Fnglichman’s arrival in
his town, and hoped that many more would visig
his eapital, nssuring e that nothing on his parl
should he wauting to make every aue comfartable,
Ile desived Mayho also fo infiem wme that his
Majesty wonld be happy to receive me formally o
an carly hour on the following moyuing, This was
gratifying news, as a visitor generally wails many
days before he condescends to see them,  During
all this palaver the whole of the atiendants were
on their knecs, Mayho hLimself not exeepted, this
being their mode of procedure when delivering or
receiving a message from the King, besides kissing
the ground and covering their hieads with dust.

On the following morning at an carly hour
another bountiful supply of provisions arrived, and
after an early breakfast T was fully equipped, and

—
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rode, attended by some of the King’s prineipal men,
to the market-place or parade-ground in front of
his palace or house.  On our march to the market-
place we passed along part of the walls of the
palace, which covers an immense space.  The
walls as well as houses are made of red sandy clay,
and on top of the walls, al intervals of thirty fect,
human skulls were placed along their whole extent.
On approaching neaver the markel-place we beheld,
on an clevated pole, a man fixed in an upright
position, with a basket on his head, apparently
holding it with both hiz hands. A little farther
on we saw Lwo more men, now in a slate of decom-
position, hung by the feet from a thick pole, placed
horizontally on two upright poles about Lwenty leet
high, Tassing close to them the smell was intoler-
able.  The arms hung extended downwards, and
al a little distance a stranger would (from their
shrivelled and contracted condition) suppose them
to be large sheep or goats 5 the skin [rom expasure
had turned nearly to the colour of that of a white
man, I found upon inguiry the bodics had been
in tlis position about two and a hall moons.  All
reckoning here is by the moon. The vulture was
industriously endeavouring to satisfy his appetite,
but the heat of the sun liad dried the skin so as to
render it impenetrable to his cfforts.

Onu the opposite side of the market were two

L2
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more human bodies in the same position as thowe 1
have just mentioned, with the exceplion that the
Lodies had Dbeen mutilated.  This excited my
curiosity, for decapitation is the favoutite mode
of exccution in Abomey. I was informed that
these men had been guilty of adulterous inter-
course with one of the King's wives, in conse-
quence of which, they were sentenced to be put
to death by being bealen with clubs, and after
death mutilated.  The King had not yet arrived
at the appointed place, wheie a high stool and
footstool were placed for him wmder o buge
umbrella, surrounded hy about {weniy more of
nearly the same dimensions, forming a ereseend

his own being in the centre. e had requested,
through Mayho, that T would enduic him as [
would the Queen of Tingland, for he wag anxious
to become acquainted with Turopean manners and
customs., Acocordingly, upon a neaver approach I
saluted his Majesty according to military regula~
tion, with which he scemed much pleased, and
returned the compliment in a mueh more graccful
manner than I espected. Ile then requesied me
10 dismount and come to him. Upon whicl, his
prime minister and four others next in rank, who
were conducting me to his Majesty’s prescnce,
desired me to halt till they paid their compliment
to his Majesty, forming line in front of me. They
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completely prostrated themselves at full lengtl, |
rubbing both sides of their faces on the ground,
and Idssing it.  They then raised themsclves on
their knces, where they remained till they had
completely covered ihemsclves with dust, and
rubbed their arms over with dirt as high us the
shoulders.

I was much surprised as well as disgusted with
sucl absurd, abjeet bLumiliation.  Their vobes,
which a few minutes befuore loohed clean and,
respectable, were now, as well as thelr persons,
smeared with dirt,  Myself and the Governor of
Whydah fort were the only persons who did not
obscrve thesamne degrading form. Fventhe soldiers,
male and female, although under arms, observe
the same lwmiliation.  Alter this ceremony we
stepped Torward Lo the King, and he descended
from hig stool or throue, and shook e cordially
by the hand, declaving his greal satisfhetion at
having an Englishman in his comniry. Ile then
proposed to drink my health. A table having
already been prepaved for me, o liquor-case was
placed thereon, containing numerous different
sorts of flasks and decanters, with as many sorts
of liquors, namely, ITollands, yum, brawdy, ani-
sced, clavet, cherry brandy, and other cordials,
He then asked me whether it was not cuslomary
to drink the health of my sovercign first.
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I told him that every good Fnglishman always
observed such courtesy, but as T was Iis visttor 1
was sure the Queen of Fnglwd would rveadily
sanction my drinking bis own first.  This was
done in cherry brandy, of excellent, quality ; then
the Queen and all her family, and afterwards my
own health was drunk.

During the time the IGng is drinking, his face
is always concealed from ohservation by a number
of handkerchiefs, held up round hig head. At
this moment a firing of muskets and Dbeating of
gong-gongs and hurrahing takes place.  After
asking me a {ew questions respeeting the voyal
family of England, his Majesty vequested my horse
to be brought nearer, so (hat hemight see it and also
examine the appointments, with which he secmed
much satisficd, particularly upon being shown the
holsiers and pistols, which were covered with bear-
skin. IIc was also much pleased with the manncr
of fixing the carbine on the saddle.  ITe then do-
clared that white men kuew everything.

ITe next desired me to ride, that hemight see the
exercise, at the same time ordering two of his prin-
cipal men to walk by my side and hold me on.  This
I did not properly understand at first, not knowing
theirlanguage, but after retiring asufficient distance
from liis Majesty, clear of the soldiery, I formed
a cirele to the right. My two holders signified
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that T must not form civele to the right, the King
alunc possessing that privilege ; wherenpon 1 coun-
termarched, and began asharp Lrot, urging my two
holders to keep out of my way, but all was of no
avail. T then halted, and desired wy interpreter
to tell the King that Iinglishmen never requived
holding on their horse.  Upon which lie seemed
surprised, and told me to do as T thought proper,
but begged me rather not to vide for his gratifica-
Hon than run any risk., [ again assurved hiw that
there was no danger, and pot wy horse in motion,
first at a trot and then a gallop.

The King then stood up, clapping bis hands in
approbation.  Upon which the whole assembled
multitude followed (hie example, which much
tervified my horse.  After a few more cireles per-
formed, the Iing desired me Lo dismount and come
beside him and sit down, thanking me for wmy per-
formance, Upon our close approach, his ministers
went again through the same ceremony 1 hayve
already deseribed, and afterwards 1 was whered to
a seat olose to the King, who paid me greal alicn-
tion, and showed every anxiety to give me infor-
mation and explain everything to me.

It may be well, before procecding finther, 1o state
that all his atlendauts and soldiers on guaad near his
person sit down cross-legged, the soldiers with the
butt-end of the musket vesting on the ground
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hetween their legs, in a perpendicular position.
During this time troop after troop of female
soldiers arvived, preceded by a band of very barha-
rous musie, similar to sheep-bells and drwms, made
from part of the trunk of a hollow tree, with
some bullock or sheep-skin covered over the top
of it.

The King is a tall athletic man, about forty-
three years of age, with pleasing expression and
good features, but the top of his forehead falling
back rather too much to meet the views of a phre-
nologist.  ITis voice is good and manner graceful,
in cotpavison with the harbarous customs of the
country,

T all direetions troops of fomale soldiers were
now arriving and taking thetr stafiony at a dis-
tance, Tying down or squatied, until they are called
upon to come before his Majesty,  No pavtienlay
diseipling is observed.  The vegiwents severally,
form up in an irvegular columu, and the principal,
or conmanding officer, ealls out the officers, who,
kneel on both knees and cover their heads and'
bodics with dust. The commander then introduces
one after the other cach officer of this female,
regiment ; and if any one has in any way dis-%
tinguished hersclf, it is commented wupon, and the
party complimented and rewarded for her valour.
This regiment helonged to the King's son, in the



WESTERN AFRECA. 225

government of a country bearing an ensign or llag,
ornamented with the figure of a lion.

After all the ceremony of compliments and
boasting of valour is gone through, the officers
fall in, and the whole regiment sing a song in
compliment to the King. After that any indi-
vidual who chooses 1s allowed to step to the front,
and declare her fidelity to his Majesty, and as soon
as ong retives another takes her place, so that th
ceremony becomes irkeome.  Sometimes the ceve-
mony of one reglment passing occupies three
hours,  After all is over the whole of the regi-
ment kneel down, with the butlt of their mushkets
on the ground and the bavrel slanting back over the
shoulder, and with both hands serape up the dost
and cover themselves with it. The dust being of
a light red colouwr, gives them a very singulay
appearance,  Many have their heads entirely
shaved, exeept a tuft resembling acockade ; others
only shave a breadth of twoinches from the forehead
to thepoll. After this ceremony they all vise up from
the stooping posilion, still on their kunees, but hody
otherwise ereet, and poising their muskets hovi-
zontally on their two hands, all join in a general
hurrah,  Snddenly then they rise up, throwing
the musket sharply into one hand, holding it high
in the air, al the same time giving another hurrah.
The whole then shoulder muskets, and run off

L3
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ab full speed. Tach individdunl runs as fast o
ghe is able, so that it is a race with the whole
regiment of six hundred women, Tt would sur-
prise a European to sce {he speed of these women,
althongh they carry a long Danish musket and
short sword cach, as well as a sort of club.

It may be well to give some account of the dress
and cquipments of these amazons, They wear
a blue and white striped cotton surtout, the stripes
about one and a half inch wide, of stout native
manufacture, without slerves, leaving  freedom for
the arms,  The sgkirt or tunie reaches as low as
the kilt of the Highlanders. A pair of short
trowsers is worn underneath, reaching two inches
below Lthe knee. The cartouche-box, or wnbirady,
forng a givdle, and koeps all their dresy snuy and
close.  The cartouche-hox conlaing twenly ecar-
tridges, about four times the quantity of {hat
used in England, owing to the inleriovily of the
powder. Tt is very conveniently placed, being
girded round the loins. The powder and hall,
however, is not attached; the powder heing
in a small leather cup, fitied inside of another,
and taken out and ecwmptied into the gun,
without any wadding of any deseription. It
congequently loses much of its power, the ball
or slugs being thrown in loosely, and fired off
movre by chance than judgment. Iowever, upon
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the whole, thege women certainly make a very
imposing appearance, and are very active.  From
their constant excreise of body (for the women
in all cases do the principal part of both domestic
and agricultural Iabours here as well as at other
places,) they are capable of enduring much fatigue.

Next came the King’s second eon’s female
soldiers, from a part called Kakagee’s country, in
consequence of having the government of that
country.  These soldiers, about six hundred,
went  through the same ceremony as  the
others, Ilis Majesty always anxiously explainod
every thing 1o me, and sent to the palace for
paper for me to make notes wpon. During the
dny about six thousand women-soldiers passed
suceessively before the King, who frequently in-
troduced the prineipal oflicers of thiy corps Lo me,
relating their achievewents.  This seomed Lo give
them greal satisfaction.  Amongsi, them, he in-
troduced me 10 one of his prineipal wives, a stoul,
noble-looking  woman, of a light brown com-
plexion.  She commanded the whole of the King's
wives, who are all soldiers, amounting to six!
hundved, present on this oceasion. The KingL
introduced her to me as my mother. I was for
some time at a loss to comprehend the meaning
of this, but scon {found that his Majesty had
appointed this favourite wife to furnish all Eng-
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lish or white men with provisions duting their
sojourn in this countyy.

The term mother is, In many cases, misapplied
in Abomey; for instance, if o man has a wife,
or a number of them, they are called mothers, no
one being allowed to call them wives but the King.
My inquiries relative to the meaning of' this weie
often crroncously answered, till I observed an old
man, whose name was given me, and soon afler a
young woman was pointed out to me as his mother,
though the wowan was at least {wenty-five yeurs
younger than her supposed son. Owing to this,
I was very incredulons, telling wy informant
that he must be mistahen, JL may appear sin-
gular in a eivilized put of the world, to lewrn
that no distinetion is made in the term wother
between the wife and real mother.  After in-
troducing me Lo a number of his chicls or cap-
tains, some of whom arve very fine well-huill men,
the King informed me that I had hetter go home,
as il was now getting dusk.  After drinking
again with lis Majesty, 1 retired to my house,
where I was visited hy many of the principal
peaple of Dahomey, and also received the cance
of a great many Spaniards and Portuguese (as
they call themselves), liberated slaves from Why-
dah, and who were here attending the custony, or
holiday.
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In this countyy it is customary, when a servant
or messenger 18 sent 1o inquire alter the health
of any person of rank, {o send yonr canc or sticlk,
which the messenger delivers into the hands of
the pewson addressed.  When the King sends
his messenger in the morning to make his com-
pliments and inquire afler my health, both my
people and the messenger-attendants prostrate
themselves and kiss the gronnd to the King’s cane.

Next morning, June 12th, as carly as scven
o'clock, T was again summoned to aitend the
review., On approaching his Majesty, the same
ceremony was observed as on my introdnelion
yesterday,  1lo again asked me to ride, and told
me he shonld like the principal officers in com-
mand of the male soldicrs 10 be present at {his
day’s rveview to see me.  Aceordingly, some of
the prineipal ministers eame with me to show
me where o stand, to allow the passing soldiery
to have a full view of the King's visitor, or TWing’s
stranger, as they called me.  The soldiers were
now fast arriving from all quarters; cach vegiment
preceded by its band, whose instruments produced
ihe most discordant sounds that can be imagined
—drums, clephants’ teeth, bullocks’ horns, and a
sort of {riangular iron tube, which they beat with
a small stick, and which gave forth sounds like a

sheep-bell.
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The commander vides in the centee of his ve-
giment, it provided with a horse (which is not
stronger than o Shetland pony), with {wo men
Lolding him on.  Others who have no hovses
are carried in hammocks,  After about tour thou-
sand men had passed me, marching without any
discipline ov foum, I returnced 1o the Iing’s canopy
to await the commeneccmsent of the review, In
a short time the fomale soldiers made their ap-
pearatce iu full warehing order, with provisions,
amounting to about seventeen hundred.  This
corps was proceded by its band.  The deam s
cartied on the head, one end to the front and the
other to the rear; the person beating it walhs
Lehind the earvier.  The drom helonging Lo the
corps wais ornamented with twelve human skidls,
The women carrying provisions mareh in the
raar, each of them having a certain portion of hag-
gage 3 some carry mals for the female officers {o
lic upon, and one woman carries a lurge ambrells
for the commanding officer.  Those carrying pro-
visions have large calabashes on thelr heads,
weighing  about sixty pounds ecach, countaining
different sorts of provisions, such as fowls
cooked in palm-oil, kankie, dab-a-dab, made
of the same material as kankie, but boiled in-
stead of bhaked. This is the principal {food wused
here for general consumption, as well as on the
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march. Seven standards ave also carried with
this regiment, the tops of which are ornamented
with human skulls. This vegiment belongs to
Megah, the King’s principal jailor.

About two hundred marched past as I have
described, followed in succession by the King’
women, to-day amounting lo six hundred, all from
the King’s palace. These were hieaded by Dagby-
weka,  The drum was also ornamented hy twelve
skulls of traitors, or men canght in arms against
the King. This corps ohserved certain regulations
on the march not enstomary with the others: nine
women and an officer marched in frontas an advance
guard, at a short nterval ffty supporters, then
followed the main body. Oune individual officer is
always appointed to lead the attaek, who is distin-
guished by a sword of dillevenl pattern. An
attaclk is, if possible, always wade in the night, m
very early in the morming.

Next followed the female soldiers fiom Apa-
domey, commanded by Knawie (or white man’s
mother). Next, Ieandee people, a conntry distant
ong day’s journey to the W.N.W. of Abomcey.

Adfter this procession, which consisted altogether
of about cight thousand women, well armed and
clothed, had passed, the King asked me to go and
sce what his women-soldiers were about to per-
form. T was accordingly conducted to a large
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space of broken ground, where ourteen days had
Leen oceupied in ereeting (hiee mmense pichly
piles of green busl.  These thuee elups, ov piles,
of a sort of strong Driar or thorn, wmed with the
most dangerous prickles, were placed in line,
occupying about four hundred yards, leaving only
a narrow passage hetween thew, suflicient merely
to distinguish each clump appointed to ench regi-
ment,  These piles were about seventy feet wide
and cight feet high, Upon examining them, T
could not persuade myscll’ that any human heing,
without hoots or shoes, would, under any c¢ivetn-
stanees, attempt to pass over so dangerons a col-
lection of (he most efliciently armed plants T ol
ever seen,  Behind these piles alvendy wmentioned,
were yards, or large pens, al the distanee of theee
hundred  yards, fenced  with piles seven feet
high, thickly matted together with stvong reeds,
Tinclosed therein were seversl hundred staves
belonging to the King,

It may be well to stute that this affair was en~
tirely got up to illustrate an attack upon a town
and the eapture of prisoners, who ave of course
made slaves.  After waiting a short time, (he
Apadomey soldiers made their appearance at about
two hundved yards from or in front of the first
pile, where they halted with shouldered arins,  In
a few seconds the word for attack was given, and
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a rush was made towards the pile with a speed
beyond conception, and in less than one minute
the whole body had passed over this immensc pile,
and had taken the supposed town. Iach of the
other piles was passed with cqual rapidity at
intervals of twenty minutes ; after which we again
returned to our former station in the market-place.
Iere we found his Majesty waiting for us. e
anxiously inquired how I was pleased with the
performance of his female soldiers, and asked
if I thought the same nuvmber of Englishwomen
would perform the sume. I, of course, answered,
2o ¢ we had no {emale soldiers in England, hut we
lLiad females who had individually and voluntarily
cqually distinguished themsclves.

In a short time after our return, the Apadomey
regiment passed, on thelr refurn, in single file—
each leading in o siring a young male or female
slave, carrying also the diied scalp of one man
supposed to have been killed in the attack. On
all such occasions, when a person is killed in
battle, the skin is taken from the head, and kept
as a trophy of valour.* I counted scven hundred

* It must not be supposed that these female warriors kill
according fo the number of scalps presented, the sealps are
the acecumulation of many years If six or seven men are killed
during one yemr's war, it is deemed a greab thing one pmty

always run away in ihese slave-hunis; bub when aimies meet the
slhwughter in great.
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scalps pass iu this manner, The captuins of cach
corps, in passing, again presealed theniaclves he-
fore his Majesty, and received the King’s approval
of their conduct.  After all had passed, eachiregi-
ment again formed in column befove the King, and
cach officer was presented 1o me, and their deeds
of valonr recorded, for which they were promoted.
No promolion takes place unless merited on ae-
count of some act of distinguished merit.  When
the Wing's honschold troop or regiment formed up,
his Majesty asked me i T observed the fovm ol an
animal worn on the white cotton shull-eap of this
corpe. L replied in the alfiimative.  This aniual,
he informed me, was Mlled by some of his women
when in the bush during the Tast war, w (ew
months ago ; and he had ordeved the figure (o he
worn on the cap as o hadge of distineiion.

Ome officer of this corps of King' soldicr-wives
wag introduced to me.  Ier name was Adadimo,
This female had, during the two last yeaes’ war,
taken, 'suecessively, cach year a male prisoner, [or
which she was promoted, and his Majesty had also
presenied her with two female slaves.  Adadimo
is o tall thin woman, aboul twenty~-two years of
age, and good-looking for a black. and mild and
unassuming in appearance. The King also intro-
duced her to an Ashantee prince and some attond-
ants, who were here on a visit, of which T was not
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hefore aware. No doubt the King of Ashantee
had sent them as spies to ascortain whether T
really did pass through Dahomey to the Kong
Mountaing or not, as it will be recolleceted that,
upont the King of Ashantee refusing to allow me
to pass, the Governor of Cape Coast (Captain
II) told the King’s messenger that I should pass
to the mountains in spite of him (the King of
Ashantee).  After presenting Adadimo to the
Ashantees, he addressed her and the regiment to
the following effect, the regiment being now on
thelr knees :—ITe told them that T was one of the
Queen of England’s soldiers, sent on a friendly
mission ov visit, to eollecl mformation re-pecting
his kingdom ; and he himself feli proud and much
gratified to he able to inform them all of the
circumstanee, more espeeially as he conld assuve
them that the Queen of Tugland was the greatest
and most powerful sovereign in the world, and far
surpassed oll connirics in war, as well as in the
manufacture of guns and cloth, the two British
articles best known in the couniry. Ile re-
peated that the highest possible compliment was
paid to Adadimo, by her being introduced to me,
and having her name vegistered in my book.
During this speech she remained on her knces,
and returned me repeated thanks, The same
example was followed by the whole regiment.
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Next eame a regiment helonging to o country
called Ginoa, conunanded by a female ol the same
pame.  This regiment consisted ouly of thiee
hundred women,  “Lhis coips make no prisuners,
but kil all.  Afller all this ceremony was over,
the principal male ofticers prostrated themselsves,
and went through the regular form of harangue,
as i this review had been actual serviee. They
informed his Majesty that they were happy to con-
eratulate him upon the return of his victorious
army aund capture of a grest number of slaves,

TLis Majesty, then turning to me, addicssed mo
in a loud voice Lo the following cBiet s You come
from the greatest and richest country in the
would, and L am teuly gratifiod at seding you in
my country. The only thing T regreet in that ro
few Englishmen come 1o geo me,  Ushould ag all
times feel proud to do any thing in my power to
accomumodate an Englishman, and endeavour to
make him comfortable in my country., 1 am
aware,” he added, < thal T have nof in my power
all the neeessaries required by Englizhwen, but if
I were more frequently visited by them T would
take care to procure everything mnecessary for
their cowmfort. You have travelled much in
Africa,” and from what you have scen you are

* 1t is a surprising fact, that my last visit to Ahlen, in the
Niger oxpedibion, was well known 1o hinmy, though by wlat means
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now aware thal T am as far supevior in Afiiea, ay
England is to Spain or Portugal, not,” he said,
“ excepting the Ashantees, some of whom he ob-
served were present, and could judge for them-
selves: although in former times,” he remarked,
“the Ashantees suipassed him as far as he now
suipassed them.”

I do not know how the Ashantee relished this
observation, but T suppose not well, as he is a
conceited fop, and upon the whole o shaip, shrewd
young man. I put some questions to him re-
speeting his counliy, bul his answers were both
evasive and untrue, thinking no doubt that T was
guite ignorant on the subject. Tle infoimed we that,
Coomassie was four moons’ journey from Dahomey;
and also in ouder to make his country look great,
told me and the King that there were no less than
ouc hundred English merchants in Coomassie huy-
ing gold when he eame away.,  Upon which T
flatly contradicted him, and told him that only
one white man resided in Ashantee, Mr. Chap-
man, a missionary, who had lately been ill-treated
by a set of ruffians. This mortified him very
much; and he vemarked to the King that white
men only came to Ashantee for what they conld
get, and boasted of the great presents his father

I cannat tell, unless through the A<hintees, as we hrought the
Achantee princes to Afuica.
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had wade to Me, Freeman; but | indoncd s
Majesty that the King recctved fen times moie
from Mr, Freeman than he over received or va-
pected in return; that Englishmen never expeeted
any return for a present. The Ashantee persistid
in what he had stated, and deelared that suy
present veceived by the King of Ashuntee was
made merely through fear.  Upon this  the
King, in an aggry tone, ordered him o he ailout,
1Mo was aware that Ungland feaved no nation,
aud he would nob suffer an Foglishman 1o he
inoulted in his couutey,® This tevminaled my cous
versation with the Ashantee on that day.,

T4 willy doubtless, seem singnlay, that the made
soldiers are not mentioned a4 (aking uny pat in
the two days’ review, bul they remningd inpetive
the whole thne, exeepl when eating, At thix
part of the ceremony they played theie parct, helug
amply supplied with provistons. In fact, cvery
one present, on both days, although so nmunerous,
was supplied with plenty. No person, however,
except myself, was {wmished with a talile, not
even the Spaniards nor Portuguese, althongh many
visitors of both nations, who were prescnt al
the custom, slill remained lere, knowing that 1

* The Xing told the Ashantee to take back his father's pro-

sent, & goldlted sword, and tell him that all the gold in
Ashantee would not induee lum to intercept an Englishman,
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was expeeted.  The Ashantee prince ohjected Lo
drink out of a calabash, sccing that T was supplied
with tumblers, but he was told by omne of the
King’s headmen that he was only a black man,
and that if he did not choose to drink from the
calabash he might go without. IIe preferred the
former, and drank out of what he had used all
his life—the calabash. The male soldiers were
seated on the ground without any regularity,
forming a crescent in the rear of his Majesty.
Before breaking up, the King asscubled allhis
principal officers, and introduced them to me,
describing their rank and office.  Amongst them
were some of his cousing—ITadubadja, Agerbec,
and Gadypapo, three eaplaing of the male troops,
remarkably fine men, with good craninms and
heads much of the Moorish casl, althongh darker
—not 80 dark, however, as the genuwine negro
character. Igboza is commander-in-chief of all
the King’s army, and son of Kakagee, the principal
of the King’s house, being both treasurer and
chamberlain,  After many more introductions
to infevior officers the principal officers were
desired to drink the Queen of England’s health.
This was to he drunk out of a human skull,
apparently not long before it had been useful to
the original possessor. However, as this was con-
sidered the highest compliment that can be paid
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to any person, T drank my saveveign’s headth Tron
the bony goblet.  The King alsw joined. T then
proposed his Majesty’s health, which was drunk
from the same vessel.  "Thix concluded the second
day’s perforinance.
T may be permitied to make o fow remarks on
the army of women. It is certainly o surprizing
sight in an unelvilized country. T had, it i~ frue,
often heard of the King’s female soldicrs, bt now
I havescen them, all well armed, aud geneially tine
strong healthy women, and donbtle-w eapable of en-
during great fatigue,  They acom {o use the o
Danish musket with as mueh pase g« ane of one
grenadiers does hia fiveloeh, hut not, of conre, with
he sune quickness, as they are not feained to any
“artiendar exercise, Dul, on receiving e wond,
make an attack like o pack of howds, with greeat
swiftness. Of conrse they would he useless agninet
disciplined troops, if al all approaching to il
same numbers.  Still their appearance i morg
martial than the generalily of the men; and i
undertaking a campaign, T should prefer {he
females to the male soldiers of’ this country, Prom
all 1 have seen of Africa, I believe the King of
Dahomey possesses an army superior to any sove-
veign west of the Great Desert,
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CHAPTER XII

Visit to the King ab his Palace—Deseription of it—DReception by
us Majesty—Gaudy Diess of the Attendants—DNMasks, Orna-
ments, &e.—Oceasion of the War belween the Mahees and
Dahomans, and its Result—The King's Walkig slafts—Dance
petfoimed by his Majesty—Another Review of Female Troops
—TIivecution of Your Tiartors—Ioriible Oceurrence—Disgust
ing office of the Blood-drinker—Ludicrons Scene—The King's
Mother and Grandmother—Dance performed by them—
Costume of the King's Favomile Wives—I perform on the
Jow's Tlmp—1 dance with his Majesty—ITis Meswage lo the
Queen ot England—=Ridiculous Customs—Court of Appeal esta-
blished at Abomey— Chauacler of the King—Domestic Slavery
— A Slave-lunt — Mihitary Dhstinetions —Want of nptural
Affection mn the Natives—DRoguery of my Servant— The Kir
Commissiona to me~An Interesting Incident— Murderc 4
Attuk on me hy my Servant—Inquiy into the Owumienee—
My Servant zompelled to aceompany me.

June 1311.—To-day T attended at the King's
house or palace. Aller passing through two quad-
rangles of about sixty yards by thirty, we entered
the principal square. This square is formedof three
sides of houses or long sheds; and on the opposite
side to the principal part or side is a high wall of
clay, with human sknlls placed at short intervals
on the top. All the quadrangles were filled with
a mob of armed men, some silting, some lying
down asleep, others walking about smoking.
VOL. 1. M
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This palace, for the King ha nany, 1o din ieded
into different apartments, all on the ground-flonr:
for though the ridge of the rool i of rullicient
leight. for twa stories, yel the thaleh ix hronght
down so low as to reach to within tour fect of
the ground,  Along the frout 1v a low piazsa,
extending the whole length of the buildivg.
The main entrance is in the centre of the ~ide of
the square.  [n this enteance the King lay ona
fine erimson carpel, trinmed with gold Tace,

At first T coddd not pevecive bz Majesty, a- he
way placed so far Dhack under fhis low davk pinara,
althongh T was told that he was pay ing bivreepeets
to me by motiouing with his hand,  However, |
refurned the compliment, {owands the spot where,
according to appearanee, lie wis, sirromnded by
wumbers of his favourite wives,  Upon being des
gived 1o approach nearer, T was divected by My
b and some nove headmen, wha recompanied me,
who advanced slowly on theiv hands aml knoos,
mysell in the eentre, Ll within a fow yurds of his
Majesty, whom I could now perfectly see. The
King raised himself to o sitting posture from the
large erimson silk velvet cushion on which he had
been reclining, and very kindly asked me how I
felt after sitting with him so long on the previous
day. He then ordered a very large canopy, or
huge umbrella, richly ornamented, 1o be stuck up.
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A hole was accordingly dug in the ground, and
the handle of the umbrella placed thercin, the
earth Dbeat tightly round it, similar to a large
mushroom. A table was also placed under it, with
plenty of refreshment, both of solids and liquids.
After I was comfortably seated, his Majesty ad-
vanced towards me to drink my health, which was
accompanied with loud hurrahs from his people.
Provisions were then distributed in all dircetions,
after I had heen furnished. At some distance be-
hind me were some Portuguese gentlemen, whom
I had observed on the two previous days, but bhis
Majesty seemed to take no notice of them more than
of his own people.  They were furnished with food
in the sawe wauner as his own people, withouwt
table or spoon, or any other implement beyond the
calabash containing the food. I was a little sur-
prised at this, particularly as L was aware thal the
Portuguese were the purchasers of many of the
King’s slaves; but through my interpreter, Mayho
thus cxplained the watter. He said the King
was well aware that the pretended friendship of
the Portuguese was entircly for sclfish and pecu-
niary motives, whereas the Lnglish were not
slave-dealers; morcover, that Iingland was an
ndependent nation, and the greatest in the while
man’s world, as he himself was of the black man’s
world ; and declared that the fiiendship of one ng-
N2
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lishman was worth that of a thousand Portuguese,
and that the King’s father had always tauglt him
to respect an Englishman. Tlis Majesty desired
me 1o drink the health of the Qucen of Fngland
and all her family. I then pioposed his Majesty’s
health in the name of the Queen of England. At
this he seemed much pleased, and asked me if the
Queen allowed me {o drink his health. I replied
certainly : and that when a genwine compliment is
paid to the Queen of England, she always reiurns
it to the mcanest of her subjects. This drew a
gencral shout of appluuse from all his Majesty’s
head people.

The King now retited to his previous pogition;
and after I had partaken of some catables, the
day’s amusement commenced, All the prineipal
men in his Majesty’s service were ordered Lo the
front, They were all dressed in their most gandy
dresses, of various shapes and colours, according
to the taste of the wearer; but all of the hewd-
men woie silver pauntlets, and a profusion of
beads and anklets, generally wade of a common
small f1on chain, in substance similar to a horse-
collar chain used in England, but the links merely
closed, not welded. Others of lower rank, or
second, as they are called (for each headman has
his second), were dressed in their military dress.
Several of the principal men were also disguised in
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masks and clowns’ dresses, who performed anties
and all manner of bufloonery. Some had onasks
resembling the head of n bear, others (hat of a
monkey., Some also displayed a pair of silver
horns fixed on the forchead by a handean.  About
ten yards in front of the place where his Mujesty
Iny, three skulls were placed on the ground, form-
ing an cquilateral trinngle, about three feet apart.
At o little distance [rom the {hree last-named
gleulls a ealabash was placed, containing several
skulls of distinguished men taken ovr killed iu
war,  On a low stool was also placed a large
imitation of o skull in silver, but a very ndiflevent
mitation, of Portuguese manulaeture ; and seven
standards, with vidiewlous devices rudely cut from
different-colourad ¢loth, and sewed on them, ehiefly -
relating to their deleat, of the Makee or Mahee®
people, a comtry about six days journey to the
northward of Dahomey.  The pole of cach stand-
ard was mounted with the skull of a caboceer, or
ruler of & town, .

It would appear that the Maheos had many
gkirmishes with the Dahomans. On one ocea-
sion a {rading party went from Dahomey to the
Mahee country to traffic, but weve robhed of {heir
goods and murdered, This circmmstance so cen-,
raged the King of Dahomey that he immedi-
ately collected all his soldiers, male and female,

* Mualcee is pronounced Mahee in the Kong mountains,
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and marched them into the enemy’s country. His
army, however, returned without either a nego-
tiation or gaining a victory. Whereupon the
King ordercd his soldiers to return immediately,
with orders to destroy the capital within three
days.  Accordingly, they returned by forced
marches, and reached the capital of the Mahee
country, which was found to be strongly fenced
round with the same prickly bush T have already
mentioned. The same night, or carly on the fol-
lowing morning, the female soldiers took the place,
with the King and his wives, and a great number
of his headmen, without any resistance, and in
three days the Dahomans (according to their own
aceonnt) took one hundred and {wenly-six towns,
making the greater part of the cnemy prisoners,
and puiting to death those who offered any re-
sigtance. This was the last great war in which
the Dahomans had been engaged.

Near the King were placed several large stafls
or walking-sticks, with a skull fixed on the upper
end of each, the stick passing through the skull
so as to leave about seven inches of the stick
above the skull for the hand when walking. The
stick is about four and a half feet long, and is
used as the ancient pilgrim’s staff, being grasped
perpendicularly, thumb upwards.

In a short time his Majesty expressed his wish
to dance, which was approved of by all the people
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by loud yells and the firing of muskets. The
King then came forward to the open space in
front, where the three skulls were placed, and
commenced a dance, or 1ather clephantine motion,
the movement heing all in the hips and shoulders.
After moving in this way about one minnte, his
Majesty 1ook one of the staffs and skulls, and re-
commenced dancing amongst the three skulls, which
lay on the ground. IIe then ordered a cigar to
be lighted for him, and began smoking; at the
same time he folded his arms, with the staff under
his arms, resting with his breast on the top of
the skull, and displaying oll the indifferonce pos-
sible.  TIe then advanced towards me and gave
me a cigar, and again desived me to drink his
health. e asked me if T should like to be ypre-
sent on the {following day to witness the exccu-
tion of four (men) traitors, and profferod me the
houour of being the cxceutioner. This honour,
Lowever, I declined; but he pressed me, observing
he should like to sce the capability of my sword,
which he admired much. I told him that I would
rather save a man’s life than take it, unless in my
own defence.  This he admitted was all very good,
but asked me whether I should like to save the
life of a person who had attempted the life of my
Queen ? I, of course, veplied, Certainly not. Then
he told me that the crime of these men was similar,
His Majesty now retired, and shortly afterwards
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sent me a second supply of provisions in several
large calabashes, as wide as the old Winchester
bushel, containing fowls, mutton, and pork.

The soups made here are very superior, though
perhaps too hotly seasoned for European palates.
Owingto the great concourse of people the heat was
g0 great as to cause a drowsiness to come over e
in consequence of sitting so long. His Majesty,
observing this, very condescendingly forwarded to
me a fine silver snuff-box, desiring mec to take a
pimeh, at the same {lme divecting his  prime
minister to tell me not to remain any longer than
I felt inclined s but as T was awave that the whole
affair had been got up at an enormous expensoe,
entirely on my account, I returned my thanks,
and informed the messenger that I cnjoyed it
much, and remained a considerable time longer,
after which I begged leave to vetive.  Ile sent
a messenger with his cane, in the evening, to ask
how I was after sitting so long.

14th.— Again I visited the palace at half-past
eight o’clock. The head, or commander, of one
of his Majesty’s {female vegiments, named God-
thimay, placed horself on her knees close to the
three human skulls; and a regiment (before men-
tioned) who killed the alligator, presented them-
selves on their knees in tens, and Godthimay, as
their spokesman, harangued the multitude and
the King, extolling the valour of these women.
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When the harangue was over, Gadthimay passed
along the knecling rank, and placing a hand in
succession upon the head of' cach, dismissed them,
and ten more oceupied their place until this tedious
ceremony was completed.

The ceremonies of this day were nearly a repe-
tition of those of yesterday, till the time arrived
(an hour before sunset) when the four traitors
were brouglit into the square for exceution. They
marched through the mob, or assembled crowd,
apparently as little concerned as the spectators,
who seemed more cheerful than belore the prisoners
made their appearance, as if they were pleased
with the prospeet of a change of performance.
The prisoners were marched elose past me in
slow time, consequently X had o good opportunity
of minutely ohserving them, pacticularly as every
person remained on his knees with (he eaeep-
tion of myself and the guard who accompanied the
prisoncrs,

They were all young men of the middle size,
and appeared to be of one family, or ai least of the
same tribe of Mahees, who are much better look~,
ing than the people of the coast. Tach man was
gagged with a short picce of wood, with a small
strip of white cotton tied round cach end of the
stick, and passed round the pole.  This wasio pre-
vent them from speaking. They were arranged in
line, kneeling before the King., The head gong-gong

M3
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man then gave four beats on the gong, as one—
two, and one—two, the upper part of the gong-
gong being smaller than the lower, and thus render-
ing the sounds different, similar to our public
clocks in England when striking the quarters.
After the four beats, the gong man addressed the
culprits upon the enormity of their crime and the
justice of their sentence. During this lengilened
harangue the gong-gong was siruck at short in-
tervals, which gave a sort of awful solemnity to
the scene. Afier this, the men wore suddenly
marched some distance bacl from his Majesty, who
ou this oecasion refused Lo witness the execution.
The men were then ordered to kneel in line about
nine feet apart, their hands being tied in front of
the hody, and the elbows held behind by two men,
the body of the culprit bending forward. Poor old
Mayho, who is an excellent man, was the proper
executioner. Ile held the knife or hill-hook to me,
but Tagain declined the honour; when the old man,
at one blow on the back of the necck, divided the
head from the body of the first culprit, with the
exception of a small portion of the skin, which
was separated by passing the knife underneath.
Unfortunately, the second man was dreadfully
mangled, for the poor fellow, at the moment
the blow was struck having raised his head, the
knife struck in a slanting direction, and only
made a large wound ; the next blow caught him
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on the back of ihe head, when the brain pro-
traded. The poor fellow strngpled violently, The
thivd stroke caught him across the  shoulders,
inflicting o dreadlul gash,  The nest canght him
on the ncck, which was twice repeated. The
officer steadying the criminal now lost his hold
on account of the blood which rushed from the
blood-vessels on all who were near.  Pour old
Mayho, now quite palsicd, took hold ol the head,
and after twisting ib soveral times round, separated
it from the still convulsed and struggling truk,
Duwring the Iatter part of this disgusling excen-
tion the head presented an awlul spectacle, the
distortion of the features, nud the eyehalls con-
pletely upturned, giving it a horvid appeaance.
The next man, poor fellow, with his eyes partinlly
shut and head drooping, forward near to the gromud,
remained all this (ime T suspense ; easting o
partial plance on the head which was now elose
to him, and the trunk dgged close past him,
the blood still rushing from it lihe o fountain,
Mayho refused to make another attempt, and
another man acted in his stead, amd b one blow
separated the spinal boune, but did not entively
scparate the head from the body, This wis
finished in the same wanner as the first.  owever,
the fourth culprit was not so fortunate, his hewd
not being separated till alfer three strokes. The
body afterwards rolled over severul times,
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when  the blood spurted over my face and
clothes.

The most disgusting part of this abominable and
barbarous excecution was that of an old ill-looking
wreteh, who, like the numerous vuliures, stood
with a small calabash in his hand, ready to catch
the blood from each individual, which Le greedily
devoured before it had escaped one minute from the
veins. The old wretch had the mpudence to put
some Tum in the Dlood and ask me to drink; at
that moment I could with good heart have sent a
bullet through his head. DBefore exccution, the
vietim i furnished with a clean white cloth 1o tie
round the loins.  After decapitation the body in
immediately dragged off' by the heels, to o luge
pit at a considerable distance from the town, and
thrown therein, and is immediately devoured by
wolves and vultures, which are here so ravenous,
that they will almost take your vietuals from you.

June 20th.—I again visited the palace, to attend
the custom or holiday. The commencement of
this day’s amuasement presented a most ludicrous
scene. Four tall men, singularly dressed, and with
bullocks’ tails tied so as to hang over their hips
behind, arranged themselves in line, in front of his
Majesty, and by passing at the side step, loworing
and poising the body by the bend of the knee,
cansed the tail to make a circular motion of a dis-
gusting appearance. This was considered one of
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the most interesting parts of this performance of
buffoonery.

I forgot to mention that the palace which I
visited this day was difforent {fvom that which 1
visited on the two previous days. In the entrances
of the doors, human skulls were built in the
walls, about hall the skull projecting beyond the
surface of the walls.  After a number of intro-
ductions, similar to those on the former days, the
King’s mother entered the court, preceded by
six women, carrying large brass pans filled with
skulls, with shank bones fixed perpendicularly to
the outside of the pans.  Aunother paw, covered
with scarlet cloth, as also two other pots of an
oval shape, were carried on the heads of fe-
males, with a skull placed on the top, or over the
mouth of each.  After parading these different
vessels round the palace-yard, they were placed
on the ground, in (ront of several calabashes
(previously placed there), containing a nuwmber of
sealps.  The King’s mother is a stout old lady of
about cighty years of age, and was dressed in a
rich silk velvet tunic of crimson, with a large robe
or train supporied by two women, Iler head is
covered with an immense large Spanish beaver
hat of mnine inches brim, trimmed with gold lace.
The mother placed herself in {ront of the King, and
prostrated herself, throwing divt or carth over her
old grey hair; like all the others, no distinction
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being made in her case.  The old woman then got
up and danced before his Majesty; and al this
moment, the King’s grandmother arrived.  She is
still more stout than {he mother, and although
about one hundred years of age, still preserves her
plumpness and symmetry.

These two ancient dames both joined in the
dance, and it was certainly surprising to sce with
what agility they moved, considering their years.
They again prostrated ihemselves, and advanced
towards his Majesty on their knees, After a short
conversation they distributed a large quantity of
cowries amongst their head people.  The cowries
arc all strung on a picce of grass, lforty cowries on
each string. Fifty strings is o head, and the value
of a dollar of silver. The King’s principal or
favourite wives wear coronects of silver, as well as
the wives of his principal ministers. Some of the
King’s wives also wear a short dagger, similar to
those worn by young midshipmen in the British
Navy, stuck between a bandeau and the head,
point downwards. His Majesty came, as usual,
to my canopy and shook hands with me, inquiring
after my health, and desived to drink to me; but,
after a moment’s consideration, proposed the health
of the Queen of England first.  After drinking to
Her Majesty, the King drank my health, and in
return I drank his health. His Majesty then de-
sired all his headmen to deaw near, and begged me
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to play the Jew’ harp, with one of which I lad
presented him. This ancient Isiaclitish instrument,
afforded much sweeter music than their bullocks’
Liorns and elephants’ teeth, and was consequently
much admired. The Kiug nexi desired me to play
while he danced to my wusie, and afterwards desired
me to dance with him and play the while. It was
rather a difficult task to dance and play the Jew’s
harp at the same time. IJowever, as this was con-
sidered the highest mark of honour which could pos-
gibly be conferied npon me, civility would not allow
me to refuse; and although I never was an excellent:
dancer, I did my best on this occasion, and gained
the applanse of hig Majesty, as well as the deafen-
ing applause of all prusent, exeept the Ashantees
and some Portuguese, who were extremely jealous
of me, particularly as the King never coude-
scended to notice any of them during their stay at
Dabomey, farther than by sending them provisions
daily, as is the King’s habit during this annual
festival or eustony

This day his Majesty gave away to his people
eight hundred head of cowries, and gave me
five head and a gallon of rum for dancing with
him. Ile then desired me to play to and
dance with bis favourite wives, after which he
sent plenty of provisions for myself and people.
The amusement terminated in a similar way to
those on the preceding day, and in the evening T
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returned home, throngh a dense crowd of people
scarcely passable for the space ol half a mile.
After this I did not visit the palace till the 19th,
when his Majesty desived my presence. The
cercinony on this day was much the same as on
the previous mentioned days, but the King secmed
rather disinelined to let me procced any farther,
until I should take a message from him to England
for the Qneen of Kngland, and that upon my
return I should be weleome to go through any
purt of his kingdom, together with as many
TEnglishmen as I thought proper to bring with me.
However, T informed him {hat it was impossible
for me to do 50, as T could nol return till 1 had
visited and passed over the 1ong Mountaing; and
that my objects were purely scientific, and as
mueh for his benefit as that of others. This,
he said, he doubted not, for he would never sus-
peet an Englishman ol any thing unjust, or unbe-
coming the character of so great a nation ; but as
Le himself could not write, he was anxious to send
me as his messenger to the Queen of Kngland.
I informed him that the Queen of England never
received any communication of importance verbally,
but that it must be reduced to writing, and I volun-
teered to be his scribe for that purpose. For this
he returned me thanks, and then at once consented
to allow me to proceed, promising also to send a
guard of lLonour with me through the Mahee
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conntry, with whom the Dahomans have of late
been at war, Ile seems very doubtful of my
safety beyond his capital, although he does not
confess it. Ile has so lately conquered that
country, that I do not beliove the King has great
confidence in them, farther than their dread of the
law compels them. However, he informed me
that T munst wait a week or ten days, till he eonld
arrange which of the caboceers, or headmen, to
send with me.

From this period (il my march for the Kong
Mountains I passed my time heavily, rarely taking
any excreise, on secount of the ridicnlons custom
of being obliged to turn out of the road if any of
the King’s wives should meet you, They arein all
parts of the town and neighbourhood, cmployed
on different domestic ocenpations, hut principally
in carrying food in immense gourds or calabashes
on the head, comaining provisions for the King’s
ministers and prineipal wen, who, although they
live in their own houses with their familics, yet
arve all furnished with food by the King, which is
prepared in the palace.

The approach of the King’s wives is always:
announced by the ringing of a small bell, which
is carried by a female servaut or slave, who in-
variably preccdes them. The moment this bell
is heard all persons, whether male or feimale,
turn their backs, but the males must retire to
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a certain distance. In passing through the town
this is one of the most intolerable nuisances.
Several other customs exist, one or two of which
it may be well to mention. On passing many
different places, either in hammock or on horse-
hack, the traveller is obliged to get out and walk,
and upon passing oul of the town from Dahomey
towards the coast, are a sort of custom-houses,
where your pass is demanded.

This is all very well, but the nuisance does not
end here. Should you have a number of {owls as
presents in Duhomey (which is mostly the case)
and should any one of the cocks crow in passing,
or while you wait to he interregaled by the ap-
pointed officer, the cock is seized as the King's
property; or if more than one crow, the offenders,
as many as they may be, are scized. Tlowever,
I am quile convinced from what I have alveady
seen of the King, that he might casily be persnaded
to abolish many of these ridiculous observances.
In fact, he is doing away with many absurd
custows: for instance, until last year the King’s
head caboceers were allowed, upon the death of any
of their relations, to sacrifice as many of their own
domestic slaves as they choose; but this year lLe
has abolished that power in the cabocecrs. T
believe this humane change has been prinecipally
brought about through the advice of Mr. F'reeman,
who is much in favour with his Majesty.
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The King has also abolished throngh the whole
of his extensive dominions (both Dahoman aud
Maliee) the power of putting to death any crimi-
nal found guilly of any crime aftecting life or
limb. The criminal has now the power of appeal
to a court established at Dahomey, for the pur~
pose of hearing such cases. I have myself been
prescnt at two of these appeals.  The parties, in
one instance, were from the Kong Mountains, con-
sidered in this country a veiy great distance offl
IIis Majesty acted as judge, and, although both
parties had previously been condeumed to death,
they were liberated by him ; his Majesty object~
ing to the efliciency of the cevidence agninst the
accused.  The Iing’s eross~(juestions to the wit-
nesses were veiy shrewd,

The King possesses talent Lar beyond the ge-
nerality of his subjects; in fact, his noble mind
seems to have Deen formed to govern,  Hlis
subjects scem happy and contented under his
goverument; particularly now, since slaves are
only extorted from neighbouring kingdoms, who
are either deemed hostile, or declared such throngh
some frivolous excuse. DBut as soon as this
source of revenue is exhausted, iIn all proba-
bility recourse will be had to contributions upon
his own subjects. Domestic slavery to the native
is, as I have frequently observed, nothing more in
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the interior than easy scrvitude ; the slave in the
Mahee country is the same as one of the family.
They ecat together, work together, and are in every
way associated together as one family,  Their la-
bour is always easy, and they are much better pro-
vided for than they could provide for themselves.
But the hoirois of the slave-trade commence
when the kings of any country or kingdom of any
magnitude are in want of slaves. Some pretence
is then made for making what they call war, al-
though it is nothing more thana slave-hunt.  This
is conducted in the following manner :-—"The point
of attack is probably recounoitred by one individual
during the day, who then retires, most likely un-
suspected of any evil design.  The attacking party
is afterwards marched close 1o the town, and about
two hours before daybreak an impetuous rush is
made upon the place, which is (in the interior) ge-
nerally surrounded by a broad close-growing {ence
of a very dangerous prickly bush, about fiftcen feet
high.  Such, however, is the practice and dexterity
of the King of Dahomey’s female soldicrs, that this
terrible fence is scarcely deemed an obstacle. Then
commences the dreadful slaughter and capture.
The people, in general, are aslecp when the attack is
hegun, and when roused so suddenly, and perhaps
their house already on fire, make some resist-
ance, whercupon they are instantly put to death.
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The others are tied round the neck with apicee of
small grass rope, each soldier having that article
as well as a plece of chalk.  Tach soldier uses his
own private mark on the back of as many slaves
as he may capture, and also sceures the scalps of
ag many as he murders in the attack. After allis
over, Lhese slaves and scalps are presented to the
King or chief, who gives cach soldier according to
the amount of his eapture a sum of cowiies, as
well ag allows him to attach a cowric to the stock
of his gumn, which is reckoned an hounourable
distinetion, and is given ag medals to civilized
arnics.

Their mothod of fixing these cowries to the
stock of the gun is as lollows:—The gun-stock iy
fivst smeared with blood from the vietiin (when
time will allow), coat after coat, until a certain
thickness is obtained; the cowrio Is then pressed
into the crust of blood, which soon drics. Some
of the old soldicrs have thelr gan-stochs catively
covered with cowrics, although onc cowrie only is
given for each vietim. This is a very cruel regu-
lation, as it not only stimulates the soldier indi-
vidually to murder, but also excites a jealousy
in those who do not possess an equal number of
distinctions, so that when the next opportunity
oceurs, it 1 still more marked by unrelenting
cruelty.
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Next to mnrder we may consider the cruclty of
tearing away the husband from the wife, and chil-
dren from the pavent, without the slightest remorse.
Tt is true, the soldiers themsclves have many of
themn experienced the same treatment, although
this circumstance does not alter the atrocity of
the proceeding. It is well, indeed, for these unfor-
tunate ercatures, that Nature has withheld from
them the finer and warmer {eclings of our nature
possessed by their paler brethren. It will seem
strange to many, but it i» no less true, that the
majority of Advicans will scll theiv own offspring
for a good price, with mueh less reluctance than
an Englishman would part with a favourite dog.
I have often been surprised to observe how soon
these newly captured slaves forget their gituation
and sorrows. When a meal of kankie and palm-
oil is put before them all their sorrow seems to be
forgotten,

In fact, it can scarcely be otherwise, when
we reflect upon the cxample always belove their
eyes. One man has as many wives as he can pur-
chage or support; I should rather say, the wives
support the husband, for they do all the laborious
part of the work, while the husband, as I have
before stated, lies at home, indulging in tobacco
and rum, or in gambling. AIll the neighbouring
markets are attended by the wives, with different
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articles for sale, and the profits arve handed over to
the husband,  The husband also disposes of any of
his wives when he chooses, as well as the children,
so that when you sce a family by one man collected
together, you are quite unable to trace any family
likeness of one to another; and their regard for
each other is just as little as between strangers in
England.

June 22d.—The King sent me avery fine yonng
bull, a goat, and two fuwls, two bags of meal, and
one of salt; and on the following day Mayho sent
me a five goat and two fowls.

24th.—1I rode ont ; but was much annoyed by
being obliged to get off my horse at certain
places to walk., On the 27th T detested my
Sierva Leone man, who neled as my interpreter,
stealing cowries, although T gave him good pay
and food; the same as I partook of myselfs This
same man had received a good English educa-
tion; it appears, however, that nothing can make
an Afvican honest at heart.

On the 29th the King sent for me, and expressed
his want of a lavge bed-cover, fiftcen feet by six,
of red and blue velvet, showing me the pattern, as
well as many other rich patterns, On the 30th
he again sent for me. requesting me to give his
compliments to the Queen of England, and beg
her to send him fifty yards of red, white, blue,
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and green silk. Tle also showed me numerous
patterns of rieh silk and silk velvet robes, richly
embroidered with gold. This day he also showed
me a very singular piece of patchwoik, composed
of pieces of cloth from every pat of the world
where cloth is manufactured. Tt was of all
colours, and was six hundred yards long by two
yards wide. The King takes great pride in this
noble picee of patchwork,

July 20.—A very singular and interesting in-
cident occurred tomy Sierra Teonc servant. I sent
him out to market to purchase some vegetables,
accompanied by another man to carry whal he
might purchase, as these Sierra Loone black
gentry (liberated slaves) are oo proud to emry
anything when passing along the mavket. 1le
observed an old woman, whom he thought much
to resemble his mother. The poor old woman,
too, scrutinized his featurcy with much interest,
To the great surprise of Loth, they soon recog-
nised in each other a mother and son. This
circumstance would not haye come to my know-
ledge had the mother and her daughter not called
at the gate of my house on the following day, re-
questing to sec her son. It happened to be my
dinner-hour, and he was absent. Not knowing
the rcason of his absence at the time when he
knew I required him, I asked for an explanation.
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He then reluetantly told me that his mother had
called upon him. As T was very incredulous
about the truth of this, for this is a very fre-
quent pretence when an excusc is required, I
desired to see lher. Accordingly the poor old
wo 1an, with her daughter and son-in-law, were
introduced to me, and I desired them to sit
down, that T might have an opportunity of learn-
ing something of their history. T asked my scr-
vant why he had not mentioned the circumstance
on the previous day, whercupon he confessed that
he was ashamed to infroduce his own mother, be-
cause she was old and coarsely clad.

Their history ran as {ollows :—Abont twenty
years ago the son, my interpreter, was captured
in the Annagoo cowttry, and was cariied down to
the coast, not by the Dahomans, but hy the King
of DBadagry’s people.  From Badagry he was
shipped on board a slaver for the Brarils, but the
ship was taken by an English eruiser, and brought
into Sicrra Leone. Here, with five hundred
mote, he was liberated and educated; but, un-
fortunately, his education proved more to his dis-
advantage than otherwise, as it tended to aid his
villanous disposition. This man being young at the
time of his caplure could give me no information
respeeting his native place, consequently no per-
son knew his country, but which could only be

VOL. L. N
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ascertained by the scavs or marks on the face, with
which each country distinguishes its own people.
The Yarriba people arc very much disfigured;
but the Dahomans arc not marked at all, except
such marks or tattooing as the parents may choose
to inflict on the lower parts of the person by way
of ornament.

Within the last fow years the power of the IKing
of Dahomey has rapidly increased, while that of
the neighbouring kings and chiefs lhas decreased
in the same proportion; and the kingdom of Da~
homey greatly enlarged, sometimes by the addition
of twenty towns, and a large extent of conntry
to his dominions, during his annual war, ov 'Mhurj
slave hunt, which is (ag I have before stafed)
carried on with great eruelty'and barbarity.  This
has been probably more particularly ecruel on
account of all the surrounding kings and chiefs
having declared an alliance with each other, and a
determination to make a distaff of the King of'}
Dahomey’s head. Such a declaration is always
sufficient for the Dahomans 1o go to war against"
any country ; and, as the King is very powerful,
he is always successful; and consequently, pos-
sessey a great number of slaves. About six years
ago the Annagoos made an attack on one of the
Dahoman frontier towns, committing every species;i
of cruclty. In consequence of this, the King o
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Dahomey determined to punish them, which he
effectually did.  The Auunagoos are a very bad
people.  Amongst the prisoners taken were the
mother and sister of my servant already mentioned.
In consequence of the age of the mother, she
was placed in one of the country palaces, merely
to assist in keeping it clean. They had plenty
of food, and the privilege of attending any of the
neighbouring markets they may think proper.
By this means the prisoncrs (if they may be so
termed) obtain any little private luxnry. The
King is very kind both to his slaves and free
people.  Although no individual in his domi-
nion can be called free, yet a great distinetion
is made.  is domestic slaves perform all the
taboriows dutics of the louschold; yel his no-
bles and head men and women are not less sul-
servient to him in their ditferent eapacities.- -But
I am digressing.  Twenty years had now clapsed
sinee the son had been separated from his mother,
and he suppused his mother 1o be long since dead;
while the mother was guite ignorant of the fate of
her son. I felt great interest in this meeting; hut
such is the general brutality of nature i these
slave countries, that the meeting scemed to cxcite
little of the warmer feelings of human nature;
in fact, they scemed to regard the cireumstance
a8 no wmore than any orvdinary event. I asked
N2
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my servant if he wished his mother (o be libe-
sated, and allowed to go home with him to Why-
dah, his residence. At first he scemed grate-
ful for the proposal; but, after a few days, when
Lis mother again called, and T offered to muake a
request to the Kiung to grant his mother and sister
their liberty, he began to hesitate and caleulate
the additional expense which it would entail upon
himself. Although this conld not execeed one half-
penny per day, he said, that us they scemed to he
comfortable, they had better remain where they
were,

Such wasg the filial gratitude of an edueated
African, who had not seen his parent for nearly
twenty years; and, although the poor eld mother
was anxious to be with her son, the heartless
fellow scemed glad to shuke off the conucexion,
and to avoid the opportunity, which under such
circumstances seldom occurs, of being reunited
with the parvent from whom he had been so ruth-
lessly torn.

July 3d.—DBIy white servant being without
shoes, I this day made him a pair of untanned
Lullock’s hide. Aeccording to his statement, he
was & French Conadian.  Ile came to me from an
American brig which arrived at Whydah with a
cargo of tobacco. The vessel was sold by the cap-~
tain for four thonsand dollars Lo the Portuguese,
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and sailed in a fow days after with six hundied
slaves on board. This circumsianece, it will be
recollected, 18 mnoticed in a former part of my
Journal. My servant, at fivst, appeared a very
good trust-worthy man, and Dboasted greatly of
his courage and qualifications for travelling in
Africa. But I obscrved to-day that he had been
drinking, and determined to watch him. Going
shortly afterwards into my store-room I caught
him in the act of stealing cowries; he had also
stufled the sleeve of my coat, which was Inying
on a bamboo-table, with them. Tpon remon-
strating with him, he flew into a vieleni pas-
sion, using the most disgusting langnage, and
at the smme time diawing o bhudcher’s clasp-knife,
with which T had enfrusted him, and with which
he threatened to murler me. It was now thne to
act on the defensive. T suceeeded in hnocking
him down, and, after having sceured the knife,
I flogged him with a small 1iding-whip, and
discharged him.  With all his boasted valour, he
was afraid to retorn alone to Whydah, and still
more afraid to remain in Dahomey, il my re-
turn from the Kong Mountains. T had not
determined on making any report of the eir-
cumstance to any person of power I Dahomey,
lest it might act prejudicially in regard to the
good opinion formed of Englishmen; but to my
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surprise, in less than an hour after the oceur-
rence had (aken place, the King despatehed my
friend Mayho to ascertain the [facts of the whole
affair.

After hearing my story, I could not help ad-
miring his shrewdness and anxiety to investigate
the affair honestly. Calling the fellow into the
apartment, he questioned him. The inquiry
lasted a full hour; after which, Mayho ad-
dressed my servant as follows : — “ Maurice,”
(such was his name,) “T have carcfully investi-
gated this affair; and, from your own confession,
I find you guilty of onc of the greatest crimes
you could commit against the Dahoman laws,
and I regret much to find a white man guilty
of such a erime. Iowever, T am very glad (o
find that you arc not an Euglishman, 1Tad you
been ablack man, your head would havebeen struck
off to-morrow; and even now, if your master
makes a formal complaint to the King, your pun-
ishment will be severe. However, I shall leave
the case entirely to the discretion of your master.”

Upon hearing this, I begged that no more notice
might be taken of the affair, and at the same time,
gave him some cowries to pay his expenses from
Daliomey to Whydah. But he was afraid to go
by himselfi He begged Mayho to allow him
a person to accompany him, This request, how-
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ever, was peremptorily refused, and he was assuied,
that if he were such a coward as not to dare to go
by himself, he was not worthy of any indulgence.
He was told he might remain at Dahomey till my
return from the INong Mountains, or accompany
me, if I thought proper. The poor creature
acknowledged his dread of accompanying me to the
Kong Mountains, and also his fear of remaining
alone in Dahomey il my retwrn, Whereupon
Mayho got so cxasperated with the coward, that
he deelared he would compel him to accompany
me to the mountains. This deelaration, of coursc,
left him no alternative. So, accordingly, the
matter was arranged.
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CHAPTER XIIL

Departure for the Kong Mountamns—My Dahoman Guards and
then several Dutics—The King s Wife—Neighboming Kxooms
—8ol and Aspect of the Countiy—Vaned Scenery-—Cana—
Bobay—Illness of my Servant—Immense Bloeks of Ghanite—
Custom howse—Dutics nmpased —Milder Laws cstablished—
Dtheno—Thavelling Tindets—The Azowah Destruction of
the Shea Butler-tice—Its Manufactuie declwed to e lawful
~—Desevptaon of this Tree—Inuuense Mountains —Ruins of
Manaslwa — Destinction of that Town by the Tahomans—
Beantiful Seonery—Markets —Setta Desn— Receplion by the
Caboceer —— Dance peiformicd by hnn —solba Buenade -
Supply of Provisions —Custom of Tastmg—'The (ahoecet's
Speech—The Natives eapart ag Cooks—Varlely of lood—
Palm 011 Ocuro—L1esenits fiom the Caboceer— The Widow's
Mite—TITarmless Deeeplion—DLiesents to the Nalives—Dance
performed by the Holdies—Siluation of Hetta; its Soil, &e—
Its Population,

Juny 9rin—According to a previous arrange-
ment with Lis Majesty 1espeeting my journey to the
Kong Mountains, which are situated in the Malee
counity, at an early hour this worning 1 was
awoke by the sound of dvums and horns from a
band assembled in my court-yard. My good old
friend Mayho entered my apartment soon after,
announcing that my guard was all ready for the
march,  Upon this, I made preparations for
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gelting 1y own people ready as guickly as pos-
sible.  This was no casy task, for the Alrican is
naturally slow and indolent, and my people, more-
over, were principally people from Whydal, who,
lilke most of their race, are great cowards when
at any distance from their own country; more
especially were they so on this occasion, as they
knew I was going through the Mahce country,
the inhabitants of which were known to bea fierce
and warlike people.  ITowever, after some con-
siderable delay and grumbling, I got myself and
party ready; but even then several of the lazy
fellows raised an objection to procceding, wlleging
that their loads were not well proportioned. Upon
using the horsewhip, however, pretiy sharply
amongst them, 1 enforeed obedience.

The captain of my guaid begged me not to
trouble my-cll’ to puni-h the men, telling me that
I had mercly to point out any individual whoe
might show any inclination {o disobedience or
misconduct, and he would punish him severcly.
He said he was well acquainted with the character
of the Whydah people; “ Besides,” he obscrved,
“ the King had given him strict orders to watch
them narrowly, on account of their thievish pro-
pensitics.” This heing said in the presence of all
the Whydah people seemed to take them much
aback; but it had an excellent cffect, as all my

~ 3
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orders were given through the captain of my
guard. They were also awarce that in Dahomey
theft is punishable with death. After Mayho had
fallen in, and inspceted the guard, I was desived
to parade them myself, which, to satisfy myself
of the cfficiency of the men and their equip-
ments, as well as to see thelr store of ammunition,
I did.

My guard I found consisted of a hundred
picked men, who had all been through the late wars
in that part of the Xong Mountains which I was
now about to visit. This arrangement was made
with a view to give me every information respeet-
ing the country we might pass thvough. Alter
my Inspection, Mayho, as well as the officers,
scemed much gratified 1o find that every thing
was to my entire satisfaction. Mayho next called
out all the officers and petty officers of my guard,
explaining the several duties of ilie various ranks.
Amongst them were two whose dutics were of a
very peculiar nature. The firgt was & enboceer, a
man of great irust, and a native of the Mahee
country, throngh which I should pass. He was
selected on account of his superior knowledge of
that country. His instructions were to walk in
advance of my horse’s head, not more than five
yards, so as to be near me, to answer any inquiry
I might male respecting the country. His duty
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was also to point out, by striking with a stich,
any obsiacle in the narrow paths' along which
we should pass, so as to prevent my horsc
stumbling.

The next person who was introduced had the
rank or title of the King's Wife. This rank
scemed to me to be very absurd, for the indi-
vidual was an uncommonly fine young man.
I was soon made awaie on what account this title
was given, and its nalure. Mayho explained to
me thal a certaln number of men, the most trust-
worthy, were selected from the King’s household
to acecompany different divisions of the army when
fon any parficular expedition.  These men are
called King’s wives on account of 1he reliance and
trust placed in them.  Their duty is 1o report, by
private messcnger to the King, any misconduet or
negleet of the superior officers; but in this in-
stance, his orders were to receive any repoit o
complaint I might have to advance against my
captain, or any caboceer or chicf in any of the
towns through which I might pass. In the event
of my making any cowmplaint, a messenger, who
is also sworn, is despatched to head-quaiters, to
report it to the King.

ITis Majesty had given orders that as soun as

* The paths aie 8o narrow 1m most mstances a3 only to admit
of one foot at a time, and are sometumes two feet deep
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I was quile ready to march, a messenger, who
was in waiting, should be despatehed to the palace
to informr him. The messenger, upon lis return,
communicated the King’s desire that I should
remain a few minutes longer, when, to my sur-
prise, another messenger arrived with two more
heads of cowrics and a keg of rum, although he
had alrcady furnished me with a good supply. The
King had made arrangements that, upon my pass-
ing through my own gate to commence the marel,
one gun was Lo be fired as a warning ; upon which,
twenty-one guns of heavy ordpance were fired in
suceession, accompanied with a continuous rattle
of small arms, my band striking up.  One hall’ of
my guard marched behind me, the other in {ront,
Thus we marched for the Kong Mountains, Mayho,
and several more of the King’s houschold and prin-
cipal caboceors, as well as many of the principal
fraders and merebants of the town of Abomey,
accompanied me about a mile on the road, all of
whom scemed to evince a lively inierest in my
safety and success.  Afier passing through the
gates of the town, my fricnds halted, and gave
me a hearty shake of the hand, wishing me every
success. They then returned, and I resumed my
journey.

The path, after leaving the gates of the town a
few yurds, turns short from S.E. to N., and passes
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through beautifully cultivated ficlds of corn of
various sorts, as well as mnany different sorts of
beans and peas.  Many soxts of ground beans are
also cultivated here, some of the size and shape of
a large marble, and of a delicious flavour, com-
monly used by the natives in soups and stews, as well
as scpurately. This scene was truly beautiful, the
corn full six feet in height, with beautiful while and
red flowers about o fool in height, so numerous that
at alittle distance the ground appeared a continuous
bed of Howers. At short distances were many small
but neat krooms, from which issued the sable in-
habitants to get a sight of the Iling’s stranger, as
they termed me. Many of the most cowageous
came close to the path to pay respeet to me. 1
cannot express the delight Tnow felt, to find nuy-
self, after all my disappointments, nuuchings
and countermaichings, faiily on the voad to 1he
far-famed Mounlains of Iong, and under such fa-
vourable auspices, more especially after the King
of Ashantce had rcfused to let me pass through
his country for the purpose.

After marching seven and a half miles through
the sort of country I have described, a large town,
bearing N.W., was pointed out to me, distant two
miles from the path. My principal guide infoimed
me that several markets were held  theie, as
well ag a market kept close to the path, where pro-
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visions ready cooked, as well as peto, ave sold for
the accommodation of tiuvellers. At cight miles
we found ironstone in a fused state. The soil
now changed from a red or brown colour to a rich
black loam, still well cultivated, in drills,—a con-
vineing proof of the advantages derived from the
instruction of many of the returned slaves from
the Biazils, Ilere some of the stalks of corn
measured seven and eight feet in height. Rice is
also grown here to a considerable extent, and, like
some other Linds of giain, gives four crops in
twelve moons, or twelve months, as stated by the
natives.

After marching eleven miles, we passed over low
Lills running in a range from N.W. to 500 as
far as the cye could reach, the sight of which was
gratifying and refieshing to me, having been now
so long used to the same dull, level country. On
reaching the top of these hills, though low in com-
parison with our Scoitish mountains, I felt as if
released from confinement. We halted for a few
minutes to take the bearing of some objects,
which my guide pointed out as close to the path,
several miles ahead. On looking round, and con-
templating the rich and varied scenery, peculiar
colour of the sky, and singularly formed clouds,
like those of northern latitudes, my thoughts invo-
luntarily stole back for a moment to old Albion,
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and I compared the scene now before me with my
early rccollections of home. No sound of the
creaking wain or clattering axle, no voice of the
plonghboy gniding his team, broke upon the ear,
nor clean farmhouse on mountain side—all around
me was silent as death ; and although I was on the
highest eminence of these hills, not a bough or
Ieaf was in motion—no bird of any description was
to be seen ot lieard.  All was silent as the giave.
Every thing of animal life seemed glad to conceal
itgelf in the shade until the decline of the sun.

We again rcsumed the march, and at 1welve
miles the path to Cana branched off 1o the right.
Cana is the first large town ou the main road from
Abomey {0 Whydal. ~ After a short journcy from
the above place, we arrived at a romantic little
kroom, survounded by large and splendid trees
and beautiful shrubs.,  The market-place in {ront
of the town was completely shaded from the op-
pressive rays of the sun,  ITere we found waiting
for us some of our Juggage-carricrs, who had been
sent on in advance, My Whydah men scomed
quite fatigued, although their load was light in
comparison to the size of the men; while on the
contrary, the women cavriers belonging to the
piincipal officers of my guard were quite fresh
and full of joke, apparently quite delighted with
their journey.
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After we had scated ourselves in the market-
place, provisions in abundance were placed before
us, with plenty of water and peto. Iere T was
visited by all the head men and women of the
kroom, who declared themselves highly gratified
at having the honour of entertaining the King's
stranger.  This kroom is named Bobay, and stands
on a gentle rise, and is of vory picturesque appear-
ance, and very clean.

After yemaining about an hour in Bobay we re-
commenced our journey. The path was now very
narrow, and was nearly closed in with shirubs on
cach side.  After leaving this kroom aboud half
a mile the road beeame eleaver. At this place we
met a sall caravan, or trading party, proceeding
in an opposite direction to oursclves. They scemed
very much surprised at seetug me, as well as my
white man, who, with all his boasting, seemed now
quite exhausted. I therefore dismounted and
allowed him to take my horse to cnable him to get
along. We were now on the summit of the hilly
ground, which liad been on the rise ever since we
left the kroom. The scene and country again
became open and very interesting, with a beautiful
valley about two miles to the northward, and on
the opposite side of the valley a low range of
hills running from 8. W. to N,E. The path now, at
thirtcen miles and a half, changed from E.N.XE.
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to N. 30° towards E.; and in the bottom of ihe
valley was a beautifully romantic glen-stream run-
ning to the westward, overhung with many para-
sitical plants. The sound of the water falling
over onc block of granite after another had a
pleasing effect as il burst upon my lonely ear,
long unaceustomed to such pleasing music of carly
days in my own native Scottish glens.

I could not help stopping a minule to gaze on
the scene now before me. I may be excused for
confessing that all my boyish [eelings scemed to
rush around me, and for a moment, to overwhelm
my heart. Tt was bui momentary, however, and
perhaps it is well that the mind of fhe traveller
heeomes hardened, otherwise he would be unfit {or
the performance of his arduous duty.

After passing a short distance [arther thirough
ihe Dbush, composed chiefly of 1he shea butter-
tree, as well ag the male and female palm,
with many other shrubs of the laurel species, we
again came upon an open plain, with the exception
of a few clumps here and there sprinkled over the
surface, giving it the appearance of a gentleman’s
park in England, were it not for the length and
rankness of the grass, which is here never less
than three or four {feet. Mountains richly wooded
now broke upon ihe view, bearing 18 NI, and
about cight hundred feet high, with here and thero
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immense blochs of granite, showing iheir crowns
above some of the tallest trees. The soil lere,
at fiftcen miles, changed, and I ohserved small
blocks or boulders of granite and whinstone, with
a thin shatum of sandy clay of a dral colour. At
nincteen miles the path again changed to N.E.,
and at twenty miles we came upou the small
kroom of Dtheno, through which the path runs.
In this kroom is a custom-house for collecting
the dutics upoit all goods carried througl it, frow
whatever part they come. The leaviest dutics
are Jmposed upon tobacco and rwm, which are
brought from the coast in gieat quantities: these
goods are chiclly of Brazilian and American
manufacture. The rum is invarlably of a very
bad quality. A small duty is also imposed upon
all regular traders, cven on articles of native
growth or manufacture. This is imposed upon
the trader instead of license, and is comsidered
more {alr to the trader; for should he not sell his
poods he has not the duty to pay; but, on the
other hand, if he has a good trade, he can afford
to pay the low rates of duty., These custom-
house establishments are invariably the property
of some one of the King of Dahomey’s ministers,
as woll as all the duties collacted at such establish-
ments. They are established in all the most’
convenient parts of ceitain districts, by the same
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rule as our twempike-gates in England, so that cvery
person must pass throngh them. These customs
are bestowedby the King as the rewards of conquest
upon his caboceers,—cach of his Mujesty’s cabinet
ministers, or caboceers, having an army of his
own ; and when a war takes place, and the Daho-
mans prove vietorions, the iown taken is con-
sidered as belonging to the minister or caboceer
whose soldicrs capture the townj or rather, his
right of monopolizing the trade of the town ia
established, so {ar as to supply it himself with all
goods of British manufacture or produce, with the
exception of such {raders as have obtained permits
as a prool of their having paid the duty. The trade
is entrusted to the most confidential or head men
belonging to the eaboceerowning the trade. I found
them invarially elever, intelligent, and gencrous
people. The King also imposes upon cach caboceer
a slight duty, according to the amount of their trade.
I ought also to mention that in many instances
during the late wars Letween the Mahees and the
Dahomans, when any of the caboceers of the
former suwrrendered their towns without fighting,
| the King of Dahoney allowed them to retain their
lown trade unmolested, and at the same time
reduced the dutics to the same scale as the Daho-
mans themselves, and also after a time supplied
their soldiers with firc-arms, having previously
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no arms but bows and amrows. The King of
Dalomey commands the whole of the FEuropean
trade from the coast.

I was very much pleased to find that the King
had established much better and milder laws than
existed formerly. These are of an European
character, with which the gencrality of the natives
seem very woll satisfied. This custom-house and
kroom belonged to Mayho, prime minister of the
King of Dahomey. T always found him to be
a man of great talent and benevolenee,  Arrange-
ments had, doubtless, been previonsly made, so
that at this place, Dihieno, we again found abund-
ance of refieshment, sueh as planty of kankie and
pelo, for mysell and soldiers, with peod water.
For myeell and private servanty, as well as the
principal officers of my guard, abundance of roast
and stewed fowls, Muscovy ducks, and Guinea
fowls, were provided.

At this place we found numerous traders from
different paits of the country, resting their carriers
until their several duties were pakd and permits
obtained. The dutics are cither paid in kind or
cowries. After remaining abounl three-guarters of
an hour under the shade of some trees of gigantic
size, both with regard to trunk, limb, and leaf, dur-
ing which time the usual civilities of prostration
and throwing dust over the Lead were petformed,



WELSTLRN ATKICA, 285

as acknowledging my superiority, and their own
obedience to the IKing's English stranger, and dis-
tributing some Jew’s-harps, needles, and thimbles,
we Dade our gencious hosts farewell, amidst
assurances of their pleasure and satisfaction at
secing me, and faith{ul promise to treal me cven
better should I cver again favour them with a
visit.

At twenty-three niles we crossed a small stream,
called Azowah, running from east to west, the bed
consisting of blocks of granite of irregular {form
and size. The {rces here were stunted and serubby,
owing fo the annual burning of the grass, which
is done partly with a view of consuming the de-
cayed vegetable matter, and partly {o destroy the
vegetative powers of the shea butter-tece.  The
destruction of this tree is a suggestion of the
Spanish and Portuguese slave-dealers, the shea
butter having fuimely been a considerable witicle
of trade amongst the natives, and it was feared
would become one of Tluropean trade, and tend to
attiacl the attention of the natives to its wanu-
{acture to the injury of the slave-trade. The slave-
dealers of Wliydah conscquently made interest
with the King of Dahomey to impose a heavy duty
upon the shea butter exposed in the makets for
sale. Still the demand of the natives was so greut
for this mticle, that even the duty imposed did not
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discourage them f{rom the manufacture of it, till
this duty was doubled. This imposition being
too heavy, caused the poor natives to establish a
system of smugeling, and, with a view to abolish
smuggling, strict orders were issued to burn every
tree in the kingdom of Dahomey, as well as those
of the Mahee country subject to the King of
Dahomey. Still, with all the burning, vegetation
is so rapid and powerful, that much of the above
article is still produced. Xu conscquence of the
manufacture being declared illegal, nnmerous pe-
titions were presented to his Majesty, or rather
verbully conveyed {o him, decluring the medical
properiies of thoe shea hutter, and its benchcial
use ag an ointment, as well as a stomachic tonic;
and his Majesty, with his exemplary goodness of
heart, notwithstanding the solicitations of the mosl
influential slave-dealers, declared the manufacture
of a cortain quantity (sufficient for the above~
named purpose) to be lawful thronghout the whole
of his dominions,

A short description of the shea buttier-tree and
plant may interest some of my readers. This tree
has much of the character of the laurel, but
grows to the height of eighteen or twenty feet.
Its leaf is somewhat longer than the laurel, and is
a little broader at the point; the edges of the
Leaf arc gently curved, and are of a dark sap green
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colour. The nut is of the form and sizc of a pigeon’s
egg, and when 1ipe is of a dun or light brown
colour. The substance of the shell is about that
of an egg, and the kernel completely fills the shell,
When new it is of a wlite drab colour, but if
long kept becomes the colour of chocolate. The
kernel, when new, is nearly all butter, which is
extractod in the following manner:—The shell is
crushed from the keinel, which is also crushed,
and then a quantity is put into an earthen pot or
;pan, placed over the fire with a portion of water
and the nut kernels. After boiling slowly about
Lalf an hour the whole 1s strained through a grass
mat into a clean vessel, when 1t is allowed to cool.
Then, after siralning the fibrous part from it
it is put into a grass bag and pressed so as to
obtain all the oil or butter. This is poured into
the first vessel along with the first-mentioned por-
tion, and when cold is about the consistence of
butter.

The nuts hang in bunches from the different
bonghs, but each nut has its own fibre, about
seven or cight inches long, and about the thick-
ness and colour of whip-cord. The nutisaltached
to the fibre in a very singular manner. The end
of the fibre is concealed by a thin mewbrane about
halfan inch wide and three quariers of an inch long.
This membrane is attached to the side of the nut,
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and when ripe relinquishes ifs hold, and the not
falls to the ground, when it is gathered {or use.
A good-sized healthy tree will yicld about a
bushel of nuts, but the greater number are not
so prolific.  The trees close to the stream pre-
sent a more healthy appearance. probably on ac-
count of being better wateired, and the fire being
less powerful close to the stream.

Besides the shea butter-iree, there are many
other beautiful trees, amongst which I observed
the tamarind, the quashic, and different species of
the mimosa, and running plants.  The aloe is also
in gread abundanee here, and in sced.

At twenty-four miles we crossed a valley run-
ning N.W. and 8.13. This valley is thickly wooded
with Targe (rees, beautifully adorned with various
1unning plants and thicle nnderwood, so much 8o
as nearly to close up the path, which ig, as T have
deseribed alveady, at all times very nairow. At
twenty-five miles, bearing NNLIL and on the left of
the path, arc immense mountains or blocls of granite
with large detached fragments on the summit, At
twenty-six miles and a half, and four miles to
the eastward, are the ruins of a former large
town, named Managlwa., This town was romantis
cally situated on an elevated position amongst
an immense cluster of singularly formed spiralt
rocks, much resembling broken columns or spirves
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of several hundred feet in height, rising far above
the tops of the tall and beautiful trecs which
clothe the mountain. This town was one of the
fronticr, or first towns in the Mahee country, and
one of the first which was destroyed by the
Dahomans alter the Mahees declared war against
the King of Dahomey. My guide informed me
that the whole of the population were cither killed
or taken as slaves, and the town set on fire.  The
inhabitants arc said to have fought desperately,
preferring death to defeat.  The King and all his
cabocecrs or headmen were killed, and their heads
are slill preserved al Dahomey as trophics of
victory.

At twenty-seven miles, bearing N. 10° W. the
country again heeame lovel, and presented cul-
tivated patches at intervals along the path, with
small krooms at short distances. The scenery
now became beautiful and striking, the moun-
tains to the east, north, and west, forming an
amphitheatre. Close to the main path, along which
we were passing, arc small markets, held at the
term; nus or junction of minor paths, branching off to
sinall towns or krooms at some distance. The arti-
cles exposed in these markets for sale are generally
very limited, consisting chicfly of provisions and
articles necessary on the journey, such as kankie,
ronst beef, and clephants’ fesh, as well as boiled

VOL. L. o
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pork and goats’ flesh ; and the following vegetables
ready cooked, yams, ranioc, and sometimes
sweet potatoes. The native traveller mayfor a
few cowries obtain refreshment at these places.
Water is sold at ithese markets at a very high
price, as well as peto.

At thirty-two mileg, bearing north, the country
is still open and level close to the base of the moun-
taing, at this place distant eastward {four miles,
westward eight miles, and north twelve miles. At
thirty-three miles we arvived al. Setta Dean, so
named after the family, or headman residing here
as colleetor of the enstoms.  This custom-housce
belongs to Mayho, the King of Dahomey’s prime
winister. ITere is a fine quadvangular court-yard,
three sides of which ave {ormed hy a close broad
hedge of vavious shrubs, with an outer hedge of
the prickly bush, the remaining side composed of
different apartments or huts, for the acecommoda~
tion of the officers of customs, and also fur carriers
of goods, who may be weary and unable to proceed
farther till recovered from thelr futigue. Ilecre is
also a guard of soldiers, who perform similar duties
to our police~officers in England, and afford pro-
tection to all goods depousited in their charge.

In this place we were again supplicd with plenty
of provision, water, and peto, and were desived to
remain $ill the eaboceer of Sctta, a large town one
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mile farther, where we were to lodge for the night,
should come and mect us, and take us into the
town with military honours. My people were
now all much fatigued after thirty-three miles
march on a very narrow and rough path, and
under a tropical sun, so that they were glad of
the opportunity thus afforded them to obtain «
little rost.

After 1emaining an hour, the approach of the
caboceer of Setta and his soldiers was announced
by the noisc of their drums and horns, formed of
small elephants” teeth. My soldiers were now
ordered again to fall in, in marching order, and
to reeeive the caboceer, who in a short time atter-
wards entored the quadrangle, escorted by about
two hundred well-avmed soldiers.  Lhe {voops
were drawn up similar to our form of relieving
guard,  The caboceer, his captain, and other
officers, advanced to the front till within four
paces of the spot where T stood. They then
prostrated themsclves on the ground. Raising
themselves to their knees, they remained in a
kneeling posture, rubbing themselves over the
head and arms with dust; and then again they
stooped to kiss the dust in token of humiliation
and submission to the King’s stranger, and Queen
of England’s captain, as they called me.

After the usual eomplimentary palaver on such

02
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occasions, the caboceer and soldiers of Hetta
commnenced dancing to theiv yude music.  Their
dances, however, are anything but what an
Englishinan would consider dancing, for they
very scldom use their feet, but go through a
number of fanciful movemcnts, according to the
taste of the individual performers. The principal
movements are by throwing the shoulders back-
wards and forwards, in some degree resembling
the gymnastic excrcise used in drilling onr English
soldier in order to expand the chest, but much
quicker.  Another motion used by them, which is
considered the most amnsing in the dance, is a
rolatory movement of ihe hips, chauging to a
backward and forward motion of 2 most disgusting
description.  After this party had perforined their
dance, my guard went through a similar dance.

It was now about sunset, and I was very
anxious to proceed, for, as my veaders will recollect,
there is no twilight within the tropies, therefore as
soon as the sun disappcars {rom the horizon all be-
comes dark as midnight, We accordingly reswmed
our march, and at thirty-four miles arrived at the
town of Setta, where we were met by all the
inhabitants. A number of the caboceer’s people
mel us with torches, it being rather dark. 1lere
the erowd was so great, as to prevent my progress
for npwards of half an hour. After this we
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advanced to the market-place, which is under
the shade of three large trecs, with branches of
enormous extent. Here they again commenced
dancing, being gencrally joined by the in-
habitants of the town. I now dismounted, and
seated myself under onc of the trees #ill this
ceremony was finished, when T presented the cap-
tain of cach parvty of soldicrs with a couple of
flasks of ram, {o give a dram to ecach of their
men, or al least to give them cach a taste; after
which, we were shown to our quarters. These
were much better than 1 expected.  Being very
tired, T was soon stretched on my mat, but
was much disturbed by the caboceer sending a
band of picked musicians, with ingtruments some-
thing similar to the hauthoy.  Although the
sounds were not void of melody, still their absence
to me at this thue would have been n great
relief; but as 1 know they were sent with a view
to amuse me, I bore the annoyance with tolerable
yrace,

In about an hour after entering my quarters,
numerous large calabashes of provisions of various
doseriptions, with plenty of peto and water, were
brought into the court-yard, and placed in front
of my quartcrs. This was a present from the
caboceer for myself and soldiers. After the usual
forms of tasting had been gone through, T ordered
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the provision to be divided amongst my soldiers
and private servants, of course reserving some for
myself. Finding my servant Maurice in a feverish
state I gave him somc medicine, in hopes that a
night’s vest might improve his condition, and afler
a few visits {rom different parties of influence in
Setta, I was allowed to retire to rest. I felt
thank{ul 10 be left alone, and in & fow minutes
fell asleep, forgetting once more the anxieties and
cares of my chequered life. My slumbers were
gweet and retreshing, and my little mat was to
me equal to a bed of down, and much more con-
venient, as it could he rolled up like a sheet of
paper, and carried in the hand.

July 10th.—Early in the morning, I was
awakened hy the caboceer’s messenger, who had
been sent to inquire after my health, Thank God,
I was well and quite refreshed, and feli no longer
the fatigue of the previousday’s journey. Not so,
however, my poor while servant: he was still
suffering much, and was in a high fever. I again
administercd James’s fever powder and sedative of
opium.  Soon after the messenger’s return the
caboceer and principal officers came to my house,
or quarters, to pay their morning compliments,
and palaver for about three quarters of an hour.
Daring this time T gave each of them a glass of
rum. They then retived, and in a short time
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returncd with an enormous cuantity of provisions
for our Lreakfast. The dislies, or calabashes, con-
taining the food, were all placed on the ground,
in the yard in front of 1wy house, in order
according to the different sizes.

‘When this arrangenient was finished the chief
cabocecr and attendants advanced and placed
thewmselves before me, at the distance of about
four yards. They then kuell down on hoth knees,
ny own captain or cahocecr following the sawme
example, accompanicd by several of his principal
oflicials and headmen, These, however, placed
themselves in my front, facing the lormer party.
The caboceer of Seits then commenced a very
clever complimentary speech, deelaring his own
areat satisfaction, as well as that of all his people,
at being honoured with a visit from the King’s
Tnglish stranger; and at the same time expressing
a hope that 1 and other Englishmen might again fre-
quently visit his country. Thanks were returned
by the captain of my guard in the name of his
Majesty the King of Dahomey. Both pavties then
prostrated themsclves, kissing the ground and
throwing dust over their heads, and rubbing them-
gelves all over the head and arms with the same.
Next he presented me with the food which had been
sent, the tasters louching cach dish as they were
named, similar to the mode of touching and call-
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ing off messes in a goldier’s mess-room, The pots
and calabashes amounted in all to thirty-seven in
number, some containing as much as an English
bushel.

The natives are in general very good cooks,
and contrive to make a great number of dishes
from the same material. Of the animals cooked
were bullocks, roasted and boiled, as well as
stewed, sheep, goats, venison, and the young
elephant, pork both roasted and boiled, fowls,
Guinea fowls, Muscovy ducks, and turkeys; and
of vegetables, yams, manioe, sweet potafo, India
corn or maize, with numerous varieties of under-
ground peas, as well as many other sorts above
ground. Their food is gencrally highly scasoned
with pepper and palm-oil, which, when fresh, has
an excellent flavour, and is very wholesome.

It should always be remembered, that the palm-
oil imported into England is not the same as that
uscd by the natives. The oil sent to Ingland is
merely the outside of the nut, similar to the outside
of a plum or any other stone fruit. The oil ex-
ported is extracted from this pulp, but the palm-oil
used here in cooking is extracted from the kernel
faken out of the stone of the palm-nut. Tt is
equal to onr best salad oil. A vegetable called
acero, of great utility, is generally used in soups.
It is hoiled till quite stringy, and is given to
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invalids. It is said to be very strengthening.
Shalots and different sorts of pepper are also much
used, as well as bananas and plantains.

After the uswal cercmony of presenting me
with provisions had been gone through, and I had
thanked my generous host, the cabocecr and his
attendants repeated the same form of prostration
and throwing dust over their heads, and rubbing
dust over the arms aud head, acknowledging my
thanks. The caboceer’s and my own tasier now
commenced tasting cvery dish, in order to shew
me that overything was good and wholesome.
Then, after dvinking water with the eaboceer, as
a mark of gincere friendship, we werve left to devour
our {ood, my soldiers and other people using their
naked fingers even n cating stews and soups, and
cach individual endeavouring to cope with his
comrade. We were also furnished with plenty
of pele, which is here manufactured in a superior
manner.

After brealfast several Dahoman traders came
to pay court to me. One of them presented me
with a very large Guinea fowl, quite black, with
jet black legs. The caboceer also presented me
with two of the common Guinea fowl, and some
of the traders or merchants from Dahomey sub-
seribed and purchased some goats, and some peto,
which they presented to me. In facl, during the
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whole day presents were arviving [rom different
parties.  Amongst them was a very old woman,
apparently aboui ninety years of age, and nearly
hlind. This poor old creature, anxions to show
her loyalty to the I{ing and respceet for his stranger,
presented me with two cggs and four strings of
cowries, I all probability all that she possessed
in the world. She expressed her shame at making
so small a present, but T assured her that a white
man did not estimate a gift according to its in-
trinsic value, bul according to the intention with
which it was hestowed, and told her to remember
that the Great 1etish above, God Alwighty (for
they have an idea of such a Deing) did not esti-
mate our gifts by their wagnitude, but by the
purity and sincerity of the heart.  In return for
her present 1 gave her as much as T did to those
who had given me a hundred times the value.
This seemed to give universal salisfnction to the
multitude assembled.  Afterveceiving the presents
the poor old woman prostrated herself after the
manner of her country, and remained in a kneeling
posture till she had sung a song in praise of the
white stranger.

A little harmless deception was here attempted
to be played off at my expense by one of the soldiers
of my guard, This young man was one of the
King’s Lhuntsmen, and being anxious to compete
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with the others who made me presents, by some
means procured a very large Guinea fowl., Making
a hole through the neck of the bird with a knife,
or some similar instrument, he assured me upon
presenting it to me, that he always shot his birds
in the neck, and with bullets. This 1 knew was
not true; and upon making some further in-
quiries, with a view 1o ascerinin whether this was
the suggestion of his own brain or proceeded
from others, I learnt that he had been prompted
by others, probably with a view 1o raise my
opinion of their superior skill in shooting. T soon
eonvinced them, however, of my total disbeliel of
their being able 1o strike any prescribed part of a
bird of mucl larger dimensions than the Guinea
fowl], and offered the man ten head of cowries if
he would even hit a bird in the neek fastened to
a peg stuck into the ground.  The caboceer, how-
ever, refused to allow him to try.  Of course this
objection saved the young huntsman's eredit for
the present, hut I had made up my mind to test
his capabilities on the first occasion which might
present itself. In the wmcantime I ade him a
present of a paper of needles and a thimble for the
fowl, for which he scemed very grateful.

ITaving reccived so much kindness from every-
body in this place, I detcrmined to make a
general distribution of needles, having upwards
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of six thousand with me for the purpose of
giving away. News to that effect soun spread
through the town, so that my court-yard was
soon filled, and hundreds waited outside. With
some diffieulty T cleared a small space for myself
to sit down and distribute my needles, giving four
needles to grown women and two to female
children; but I soon found several of the young
ones come @ second time.  As soon as the cahocecr
became aware of this, he gave orders that any one
who should be detecled coming a sceond tine
should he flogged.  This threat had the desirved
effect; still o considerable tume clapsed belore
I had linished making iy presents to the female
portion of the assemblage, The caboceer very
judiciously hinted the necessity of cither reducing
the distribution in number, or confining it to the
old people, remarking that T lad many other
towns and countries yet to pass through, This
advice was well timed, and I forthwith acted
upon it, although some hundreds arrived after T
had left off.

Dinner-time had now arrived, and a messenger
came to inform me that it was on the way to my
housc. After a few minutes a quantity of provisions
exceeding that of the morning was placed before
me in the same manner as before, and with the same
cercmony as I have already deseribed. T selected
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such dishes ag I preferred for myself and people,
and the rest were given to ihe soldiers. After
dinner the cabocecr sent his head messenger to
ask if T would allow him to order a parade of
his soldiers to dancce before me for my amuse-
ment.  Of course etiquette demanded my assent,
but I postponcd the honour till T had taken a
survey of the 1own and its neighbourhood, and
had made some obscrvations upon its soil and
produetions,  This proposal was readily assented
to, and after I had dressed mysclf in vniform, L
mounted my little charger, and rode round part
of the town, accompanied by all my own private
servants, exeept my own white servant, Maurice,
who was still suffering (rom illness.  During my
ride I came in contact with the horse of the
saptain of my guard. My own as well as his
being entire borscs, made some desperate cfforts
to come In contact with onc another, and I was
obliged to punish mine scverely with the spur,
which caused him to plunge and kick violently.
The people scemed very much astonished, and
expressed their adniration of the white man’s
horsemanship.

Horses are not bred in this country, conse-
quently very few of the natives ever saw a horse,
except at Dahomey, whither a few arc sent as
presents to his Majesty. The rider is invariably
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held on the animal’s back by two men, who walk
on each side. After I had taken a survey of the
town, which occupicd about an hour and a half,
T returned to the market-place, where I found all
my own soldiers (with the exception of those
who had accompanied me) as also the soldiers
of Setta: the market-place being comfortably
shaded from the sun by large trees, gave the
asscmblage a very imposing appearance.

I now diswounted, and sent my horse to the
stable. A seat having been prepared fore, T took
my position by the side of my captain, the soldiers
of Setta conmencing the amusement, by danecing of
the most singular deseription; the motion heing
chiefly, as before described, from the hips and
shoulders—an execllent gymnasiic exereise, and
well calculated to strengthen the limbs and
expand the chost.  After a few awkward leaps
they were formed up, and ordered to charges
upon which an irregnlar rush was made in the
direction of a supposed enemy. During this
operation an irvegular fire was kept up, with
shouts or yells. They then suddenly returned,
each soldier Dbringing with him a bough or a
handfol of grass, and laying ihe same at the
feet of the cabocecr or captain. These ure con-
sidered as heads cut off their cnemies in the
charge with the short swoid, which is carried hy
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all goldiers, ag well as a musket. My guard now
took their twrn in the dance, and went through
the same mancouvres as the former. After this,
hoth parties sat down pretty well tived. I then
distributed a quantity of rum amongst the cabo-
ceers and headuien, to give amongst their people,
which was received with shouts in my praise.

I could not help strongly eontrasting the difle-
rent dispositions of the people heve and those on
the coast. The people of this country are governed
by good laws, and although to Kuropeans they may
appear very stringent, yet they are quite necessary
to govern a savage people.  After my fricnds had
drank wy health, and I had vetwrned the sompli-
ment, I went back to my quarters, where I found
my white man Maurice a hittle recovered, but still
vbliged to lic down.

Again I wag visited by all the head people of
Setta, many of whom asked me very shrewd
(uestions  respeeting Fngland, our trade and
manufactures. The extent of our shipping, and
our power on the ocean, scemed to surprise them
most of anything. Of this they had a previous
knowledge, from visiting Dalhomey, aud no doubt,
heard there of the capture by vs of so many
slavers. In a short time supper arrived. My
visitors remained with me until a late bour, when
I was glad to go to vest.
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The town of Setta is situated on a gently rising
ground, conunanding a view to o great distance in
all dircctions. The soil is a rich loam of a clay
colour. Corn is grown here in abundance, and of
varlous sorts; ginger is also cultivated here. The
country abounds with game, partridges, and Guinea
fowl. Cattle heve are very good, and nwmerous
in proportion to what T observed on the coast.
Sheep and goats ave here also in abundance. The
domestic fowls are the Guinea [lowl, common
fowl, and Muscovy duck, as well as 1the conunon
duck of England. Tigeous are generally found
in great abundance in all the towns and villages.
The eaboceer of Setla iy a very fine man in person,
about six feet in height, and well formed, and
with good features and a pleasing exprossion.
Before leaving his town he presenied me with o
very fine bullock.

Setla contains about nine thousand inhabitants.
Thelr worship is pagan, but they are not at all
prejudiced against any other wrcligion. They
manufacture the earthenware which they use in
this place. The town is swrounded by a clay
wall about the height of seven fect only and three
feet, thick.
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