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The Jate Rao Bakadur
PROFESSOR M. RANGACHARYA, M.A.
1861-1916.

AN APPRECIATION.

——

When the Farst Part of ' Rupararara ™ was edited
d)x‘ld pudhished by the Lite Prot Rangacharya, he sud m
e Introduction — 7 1 am hopetul that this  publ
caition, which has been adapted with couswdarible
e 1o the earher requirements of the students of
s anshrit an our Indian colleges, will prove useful to
theem and tond to stimul e therr nterest an the study
S language  von s wadedy rccopmsed by phajole
giats 1o be a wonderfully constructed mstrument fo
e expicssion of human  thought 7 Nearhy  htteen
y‘-mxs have passed since than and though the ctoinent
swoholar bad hamself finished his sell mmposed taskh of
giving this second Part of the work ts present form,
vis publication has been delyyed~—chietly, perhaps,
lpec ause the fact has not bewn made known o such a
,“nannm as 10 awaken the public interest | he tune
.o pulda ation bas now armived, and ot falls 1oy lot
o «end st forth with this Foteword. %5 there & no
bodher need to, dwell on the contents or value of the
WL Y’k. wself 1 shall utilize the present opportunity  to
| e hefare the readers of the work, presest and
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future, a href portrait of the late eminemt scholar
and of his characteristics as a teachef, a comrade, |
and 2’ man, even as I knew him in shis public career
and in his private hife. I induige the hope that my
attempt to record my appreciation of him will commend
ttself to such of us old co-workers, friends, and adwurers
as arc still alnve and to others, tuo, for whom it
intended '
L Persomal Characteristics.

Of his powers of ntetlect and of judgnent
general, § can contidently say that they knew not wh
may be descrihed as the  passing from mmatun
Jtomaturity, 1 can honestly say that, from the m}
I frst became acquarnted with him, he possessed .
the knowledge he had mastered and 24 his admirah
powers as a thinker, teacher and speaker, Another chara
tetistic of his mund was that he could recall whatever |
knew—the whale of 1t, or any part or detail he wante
—at any moment, 2nd use 11, too, with effect to sv
his needs and purposes, IU svewmed as it he nas dra
ing from a reservan with depths na one, not eve
himse’?, could fathom Next, the range and varie
of ltis knowledge wag vast and almost unnvalle
A friend of mine. now no more, who was our colleag
in the Kwmbakonam College, used te il b
* Omniologist, 7 ~a2  remark  which, though nesth
mean. no taken serjously, had a good deal of nwm
He had not only gained o specialist » mastery i h..
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own chosen helds of stience and mathematics, but
, his studres 10 ‘private comprised a wide range of subjects,
history, hiteratures plilosophy and  theology ~—and
1 all of them he gained a mastery which was almost
always the envy and despair even of those who were
—or regarded themselves as——specinlists theretn Only
very few aie born teachers. In my espeticace of
er 30 sears, i vanous Government Colleges i thas
ansidency., 1 have known but four —the late Ras
" hisadm € Gopala Rao, the fate R Babadur @,
Canganadam, the late Dowan Bahadur B\ Srinivas-
Ceoand Prof Rangacharya Rangachayya s influence
51 sway over his classes  was  something almost
Hoat example Hiv  students  evervwlicre literadiy
‘orahipped and adored him His  power of luad
xposttion, coupled wrth the vaned jesources of s
thee and b, magnetic personality, made every howe
¥ his work, as a teacher, a true nvork of art, and so
St oan e eable impressior, on e fredh mandes of
Ee ardent, attennive and adanning youths who formed
iy audicnce \Whenever he was apposnted to e
tumbakonam Collepe, s attravtions as o ledlaier
‘ways drew away boys in numbers, from tahing other
abgects in the B A, Optional Course  "The quccess-
% h1s boys «ored at theUniversity Examinations were
s remarkable s thewr admiration for him, and the
::'hangc which the impression created Ly his lectures
unfailingly eflected their entire future outlonk sp



4

their world of men, life and books. No one also
ever grudged him, his extraordmmary mtoence and
popularity with students. Even eclderly men have
bheen known to feel, that (o their cantact with him they
have owed some of their own awakeming from torpidny
which alone 1s what matters in setthng nwen's f{ates
and fortunes here,

As a public speaker, his powerful voice and
ns cadences charmed and attracted Jus audiences
here, there, and everywhere  for an hout and a-half
or longer he cuould pour forth, in a sustuned manner,
learned and long sentences, packed with the results
of s onginal rescarcly, on topics gathered from the
vast range of his eruditzon and s}l he could keep hie
audiences, under perfect coutrol, and under a speh
exactly ke what I have ween eacrused, by the flute
of the late marveilous muosician, Sarabha Sastnt He
conld also speak at a moment's notice, or (vean with-
our  nouce, at public meenngs, for an hour or muore,
and pour forth a flood of hight so as tocarry
audienee, and produce, as it were, a resistiess wave
of enthusiasm One  such  oecasion  occurred  at
Trivandrum when a reading room for masters and
boys, 1n the -Mabaraja's College, was started  ‘lhe
other professors and masters who spoke had previously
heen inlormed, and come with carefully prepared
speeches. .\ surpnise was sprung on Protessor Ranga.
<harya by the then Prncipal, Dr Al C. Mitchell, 1
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behieve, 1t was, He went 1n person, and broughlshin,
over, in fact ,only after the meeting had assembled,
But he was quite equal Lo the occasion,—aml hyg
specch was, as | was told, a masterprece of eloquency
and learming,  I'rivandrum men long vsed to remembey
the ot camon, and indeed every other occasiun, oy
which he spoke. while there, with enthusiasm  ang
admiration  His eloguence  also nover  over mastered
him, for his gelf command was as groat, and nevey
"once, »onld e be chargod, with exagperition, over.
sight, or ndisironon Fhe late emnent Bombay
judge andschotar, Mre K ' Bdang, whontl knew wel},
and watched dlosely at Bombay when the st mecting
ot dhe Nauonal Congiess was held thae in Decembeyg
1SR, was porhaps the finest ealompuore spedker iy
Fogheh  dndiy bas puodined 5o oaw poxn. In o 1hg,
Madras esidency, ouly  Protessor Rangacharya, 1y
my view at least, came close to himom atl the highe
qualitics and graces of orawory

The must pronenent foature, honever, of Profes.
sor Rangacharya s  chirmeter  and cateer, was by
transpaient  honesty of  purpos:  fearfessness,  ang
independence,  His  lofty  spirt scorned  servility,
and knec-rooking s any torm, wnd he was never
known to have said a disparagmg  whrd of any
mdividual o1 commumty 1n India, or of the Indian
people at large, o urder to win the favour of officials,
and men of influence. He not only held his own
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head aloft, in his intercourse with all men, but never
would remain sitent, when his countrymen and ther
cultuwe were, in any respedt, disdail;cd or  misre-
presented by any one m s pr::arncc. Once an
Enghsh lady, the wife of a hig official under whom he
4erved, sard to imm i the course of vonversation, and
when her hushand, too, was scated hard by, —'* Is not
Indian music too serious and joyless? At once the
Professor replied, quoting  Shelley’s hne  from his
{amous poem, " Our sweetest songs are those that tefl”
of saddest thought” i strghuforward, frtank and
outspohen manner was mconverment (o little-wminded
men—and at tmes men—Iindians and others  were
known (o have intngued 1o do him a temporary inpyry.
But trofessor Rangacharya preferred to bear his dis-
appointments silently and never was capable of master-
ing the arts by which too many ma 1o tius  country,
gain the favour of officials,~—and he altogether spurned
that art, 1 especial,—ever anundmmmshed and eflec-
tive vogue,—which the late Major Hallett, once address.-
ing A body of Madras graduates at Comocation
particularly wanted them to regard as a deadly poison
—ryz,, the attempting to Tise by catching the coat-
tails of those who are above them'. On more than
one occasion, he was superseded by interior men, or
junjors, but he pressed his claims openly, and was
never known to grumble when hs efforts * failed,
More than onece he had to place his case n appeal
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before the ighest executive authenty, and wod it
{in these occastons, the ligh-placed gentlemen, whom
he met and spoke to, when venblating his grievances,
were taken Compteiely caplive, and ever afterwards,
hecame his warm friends and admirers

Fo those who, hike nie, have enpoyed, while he
hved, the privilege of a lung and atffectionate friend-
ship, s noble @mifts of mind and heart and the
infltaence which he wielded by s fearming ind example
combinge 1o form a rich treasure of associations and
memoenes which will ondure to the ond He wasg
singularly free from the  hot self assertiveness and
unamiable ambitions, ever <o consprcuous i modern
Hindu soacty. He was wise and self governed to a
degree, only rarely found, among our men. He was
nin only pure and just an 4l s dealings with  the
world, bt wheo onte he  became famabar or friendly
with & ¢olitague or neighbour, e was vager to avarl
himself of every opportunity to <how his dispoesition
toreheve suttering and has readiness to offer them his
loving homage and devotion He was by nature
mcapable of suspecung or plotting  against any one,
and s sompliaty  and sweetness always seemed to
marh him out as one whose thoughts were soanng
upward 10 things beyond the common rang.c of human
hopes, destres and ambitions,
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JI.  Some Aspects of His Life.

In 1889, Mr, Rangacharya was, at his own
requést, placed on special duty at Arkonam for but
six months to learn work ar the Flectric Engineening
Works maintamed by the Madras Rallway Company
He underwent his trainmg under the direction of
Mr. G K, Winter ‘The tuwme allowed him was very
short and conld not be estended., >ull, he showed
that, i1n spite of his Brahmin bith, he was capable
of sustathed aund incessant apphcation of muscular
energy, aud also casily became a master of Mr,
Winter's unew methods of research e showed me a
tetter of Mr Wanter’s where he had spohen 1in stniking
taams of the valne of his researches and  tesufied, in
a manner which at the time seeined 0 me somewhat
starthug, to the splendid pouwers ot onginal discovery
which he possessed.  and would  convince any one
that he, perhaps even more than others, was a martyr
to the stertorous joutine of the system of teaching,
then obtainimg o Indian Colleges My Rangacharya
told me that he was about to arrive at somée 1mportant
discoveries  when he was ordered back., and so lost
the frmits ot the hard and self-denying labour of
months The new cducation and environment have
killed us spinitually,—and they have not atoned for
it by raising us malertally But because paper wii!
take every unmpiession pul upon it, and the tongue
1< the most wnruly and unscrupulous instrument at
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man's disposal, there are always men who are pre-
pared to revile at us mudern  Indians,—ulfu only
(laim justice and fair dealing with & proper environ-
ment, and equipment. {or the  siruggle of hie,—as
merely noxious eacrescences, all of them—as mere
“ntellectuals T, linaties who  .oan omy  grasp  at
whadows and spectres

When the marvellous reninciation of the etornally
glorious Swaam Vinehanaosda  produced that oxtraords-
nary bul transient fastcimation upon the puse-proud
men  and the husatious dawses of America and the
Western world ol whieh Iodid, o its degenerate
credubty., mustook the ttue signihcancee, the Swami
fooked back upon s Holy Mothorland  and  sought
trn ogne who could help i by expounding 1o them,
with power and charm those tiths of the spiat and
the methods of then aeabizatinon which had  thosr
enshrinement 0 the sacrcd htarature of India,—and
hy uxpounding them. tou, i the mtarpretative sty e,
apd with the synthotic o charactetzing  the mcthod
of grcat Pandits and togicians, whe had for centurnes
aept migilant guard over them, aud hept them albso
pure and undefiled by foraign accretions He could
think of no other than Protesso Rangacharya.—for
he had already made s acguaintance during his
nine  days sofowmrn n Privandrum in December
1892, and had tearned to appregiate at therr proper
worth the estravrdinary combination of vxrcllenccd&.,

B
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which made hin fook 30 hke the Swam humself to
all whd knew both.—an almost encyclopasdic learning,
a rare command of cloguent expréssion, the power
o call up readily all ene’s wtellectual and dialectic
resources to point a moral or prick the bubble nf a
piausible argument. and, finally, an emotional 1empera-
ment, which uoerrnngly pointed to the love of what s
good and noble in man, and beantful ip nature and
att, Tt was, at the carnest call of the great Swanu
that Professor Rangac harya boecame the editar de fate
of the now defunct ' Brwhimazadin . nrst staned as J
fortnightly and then converted mito o monthly review
by the Jate  lamented M, ( Valuyasingaperumalt
fyengar, fowerly Headmaster of the  High Schoot
Department of the Madiras Pachmappah s oliege
Mr. Rangacharya was the prnaupal contnbutor of the
editarials during the four or five years he conductud
the ' Arakmatadin | and wrote ot least thrty of
such, and perbaps more  He also published trans
Iattons  therain with introductory  conuuents  and
critical notes severa)  selected  hyvinns of  the
Rig-Veda - Phese translitions were intended o furm
the first part of a work, e had planned which should |
comprise, 10 one volume, 4 comprehensive survey of
all the aspects of the Nauatana Dharma of the Indian

~aages in ils historical evolunon. His editonais were

‘primanly intended  for the instruction of the disciples
Of the Swanu ju the United States. and were highly
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apprecinted by them, for they suppiemented tae ora
instruction, they received from him by preseting thwe
same topirs in, form which  fhappily comhined the
tradittogal methods of the Indian sages with the
seientific reasonings, which made them acceptable to
men and women, brought up 1n a difterent cnviron
ment.  Indian  spinituality cannot be transplanted
brom s native sob and the Swamm homself amply
acknowledged 1t

same vears ago the Madras Hindo Association
was founded 1n oacler 10 connteract the revolutronary
schemes and endearvnurs of the social extrenmsis aho
had been disturbing Hindu sociely. and had, hy thelr
machinavons and blhindishments Jured to their 1w
and mought disincation  wnd unhappiness inte many
peacetul households by following 1the methods and
tactics of foreign missionanes  AMost of those who
ok part i the founding of the Association have
passed away from the scene or deserted the Hag then
rased Lo accomplish soctal reform on what was called
purely " National ' hines Piofessor Rangacharya
delivered, what was universally extolled as a remark
able oration, at the nauguration of the movement,
and waw alwavs the rhef contnibutor 1o the columns
of * fudian Progrece . a pournal conducted iy Madras
tor pramoung its  3ims and ideals in that journat,
he wrote as follows —" Mere tinkering with socsal
iagtitutions and random rehetlhion against sociad
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authority, without understanding thewr internal mean-
ing, and muival corselations, and without endeavour-
ing to examine the yout-principles out of which, they
have growp, are «alculated more to mjure  true
progress than produce any enduring benefit to society
either now or in the near future.”™  In another 14sue,
he wrote .—  The wodern demacratic wdeals of human
liherty which are mamly derived from the pohitica
history of certain Furopean countries have a ver
natural tendency to consecrate mere personal  rebe’
Lion s as to rase it to the rank of moral heroisn

, Indeed, thete 1o often as much heroism i patient
suffering,  and  long-continued wating, a4 an
breaking away trom all moorings, for the purpose
of ewjoying the self-centred blessing, of a free drifting,
if not for a less worthy purpase.” (L 19 the altempt
in compreliend and preserve what has contnbuted to
the ondying witality of the Hindu races and their
mstitetions and to ehinnnate, siowly and withal pain-
fully. what i defective and  acadental, in the wwili
yation of Endia that can ensure the tyae progress anc
the 1rue woity of the Hindu people, It iy onl
Natwonal Cdlleges and Unmiversities where na tral
national education 18 given that can help towseds th
achievement of national progress and wnity of ti
kingd which men of light and leading lke Professor
Rangacharya had n view. He had no faith in the
campetitive and  gladiatorial theory af progress
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.
which finds faveur with those whe follow Western
leaders of fndran movements o1 the inspiration®derived
from movements, and societies which, tounded in the
West by Westerners for their owu purposes, have
been transferred to India as aids 1o what has been called
the  soctal conquest ™ of Indie on  the principle
enunciated by the great modern  hstonan,  Adnlf
Holm,—7+s . " The only way to settle with the Kag
s to vangwish  her intelleciually P'rofessor Ranga
charya’s coltured self-restramt and enhghtened sense
of g‘uuly were oo well-roated tn reason and  trath 1o
nll;‘;}ﬁ him  to indulge in the luxury of destroying the
peace and happiness  of Indian households  and
communities, stmply, o order to elevate lmself into
the attractive role of a prophet or the titular head and
voluble spokesman of a rebel orgamzation with a uu
mierous throng of adnunng followers and spouting forth
an intermmable and noapsistent sertes of arguments
1o support every opinton and creed—uevery novel theory,
»UgEestion, of aurmise-—whith on’s egotistie impulse
or mythoponic magination mmght induce one to favom
trom time to time so as o fill a large place as th
founder, teacher or priest, of 4 new cult 1n the world
If Professor Rangacharya's methods, prinuples and
aims had been properly understood, he would not have
been "nsreprewnteﬂ or hlamed as be was by certain
anthinking persons or hot-blooded  youths. for his »
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sfeady adherence in practice 10 the macmoriat rdeals
and usages of Hindu socuty,

)

o Professor Rangacharya < oaample and intduence
we also owe a4 new msttution whieh has taken a firm
100t 1t the nctropolis of  Scuth India and 16 also
orcasionally found necessary 1y mofuss? stanions in
caposition of the (ata by mcans of loctutes onee o
week or oftenery s now a4 recogmzod method of propa
gating the Yedic religion among our soang men Prof
Rangacharya, ro 1900 or 199 nrst couragoously com
menced dohivanmg v cowrse of Suadie Jectulos on the
Gretaoin Luphean Hiv obprer wos to combime and
hatmomige it one wisdom the hvsts of the civdhion
tisns af {adia and the Wesa rnd to romone dE doults
and conthdds n the modern indion mind regardiog
the practicalbynhity of adapting the ancient Hoindu
Dharma to the condittons o the changing  Indian
world  Tho nrar volume contuned tho revised shon
hand 1eports of his dectare s on the mrst siv Adhy e
sasoand was assued pearly wen oyevs ape, ad s
been found to bo helptul and  cven of hsotbiag
interest, 1o those who have sesortod toot ven gudancd
and  hght oo tho great topuws of which 1t treats
Fhere exast, § believe ample mataads 1o ssswmg two
more volumes of simrlar magmitode Fhey contam a
contnbuf®bn of permanent v o 1o the makingof th
tadia of the tuture aud will tong remain a mo ument
of the great Professor’s wisdom and patniotism,
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