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THOMAS JEFFERSON

I. TWO WORLDS

The colony of Virginia was
divided into two parts so differ-
ent from each other that they dud
not seem to belong to the same
country. If you glance at & map
of Virginia, yon will see that the
whole western end of it looks as if
a great cat had drawn his paw
through the sand, scratching up a
long line of parallel ridges with his
claws. This is the Appalachan
Mountain Range, of which the
easternmost ridge is i fact called
the Blue Ridge Mountains. From
here Virginia's rivers start on thewr
passage to the sea. The country
they flow through is somewhat
hilly, end is called the Piedmont,
which means simply *‘foothnlls.”

Midway to the sea the Jand
becomes a flat plain.  Ages ago this
whole eastern half of Virgina sank
down so low that the sea camo in
and filled the river valleys to the
brim. So now the tides sweep their
salt water up the James, the York,
the Potomae, and the Rappahan-
nock, and when the tide s high
these large rivers actually {flow
backwards! Honce thi part is
called the Tidewater country

The first sebtlors in this land
built their homes on the eastern
plain, They dotted the banks of Lhe
«drowned river valleys” with therr
great slaveholding plantations The
small ocean-going ships of those
days could ride up with the tide to
the planter’s very doorsteps. The
ships brought the Tidewater plans-
ers the latest books and ncwspapers
from England, the latest styles and
gossip from London, tho newest
comforts and inventions from Liver-
pool. They took from the planta-
tions great cargoes of tobacco,
letters to friends in England and

young sons going ‘home” for an
cducation. In short, Tidewater plan-
tors wero first of all Englishmen,
who kept in closer touch with the
mother country three thousand
miles away than they did with New
York or Boston on the same sea-
coast

When all the eastern plain of
Tidewater Virginia had been taken
up for plantations, the colonists
began to push westward, “up
country” into the foothills of the
Piedmont Heore the rivers were too
narrow, too shallow, and too rapid
for occan-going vessels Here the
news from England was never frosh
and scarcely ever personal or im-
portant  Here manufactured goods
had often to be transported over
tiresome overland roads and danger-
ous trails  Instead of English
manor houses there wcre log cabins ;
mstead of great plantations thero
were smell farm clearings in the
forests In short, here you had
pioncers, men who were already
Americans before they were English-
mon Thus there were two worlds in
Yirgima when Thomas Jefferson’s
father was a young man  To tho
east were the Tidewater Virginians
who were called “Tuckahoes,” to
the west the Up Country seftlors
who were known as “Cohoes”. The
Jeliersons, father and som, were to
be among those who hrought them
together again.

The father of the third president
of {he Unied States was born in
1707 in Chestorfield County mud-
way between the aristocratic Tide-
waber and the primitive Piedmont
The Jeffersons had alrcady been
American for some generations, bub
had not beeome lavge (state owners.
Peter Jefferson had received no
reguli r school edueation, but he
monaged to read a great deal not
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only of the best literature of the
time but also of scientific and tech-
nical works. He taught himself
mathematics and even passed the

examinations which made him
county surveyor. Al the age of
twenly-four Peter Jefferson was

appointed a magistrate of Gooch-
land County where he then lived.
He was also sheriff of the county,
but his work took him over the
whole country, and it was thvs that
he met William Randolph who be-
came his best friend. William was
a real “Tuckahoe.” Indeed, though
only by aceident, the estate he had
inherited from his father was called
Tuckahoe

In 1737, when Peter Jefferson
was thirty years old, there was
started one of those land rushes
which have swept America like a
fever many times since. Soon Jeff-
erson and Randolph were following
the James River westward in scarch
of new plantations.

A few miles below where the
Rivanna empties into the James
River, the two pionecers come to
Dungeness, the plantation of Isham
Randolph, uncle of William. Xept
here for a while by the open-handed
hospitality for which these estatos
were so famous, the young men
had time to admire the plantation
with its hundred slaves and the
scientific ideas of its master, for
Isham Randolph was fairly well
known as a naturalist and hotanisi
But especially, as far as Peter wos
concerned, there was Jane Ran-
dolph, the oldest daughtcr of the
house, to admire.

Finally the young men continued
up the Rivanna until they came to
some likely-looking land that had not
been {aken up. Determined to be
neighbors they laid out their claims
on opposite sides of the river, not far
from vhere it descended from the
mountaing. The Rivanna iz not a
very deep or wide stream at this

point, but William still considered it
a barrier betwecn them. He there-
fore made Peter accept four hund-
red acres of land, suitable for a
building site, on his side of the
river

Peter Jefferson and William
Randolph were tho third and fourth
settlers in this territory. Their
purpose was, of course, the raising
of wheat and tobacco. Their first
task was to prepare the land for
farming  Brushwood had to be
cleared, workmen and slaves irans-
ported, farm tools bought or borro-
wed  On his several trips back and
forth between Goochland and the
Rivanna, Jefferson became a fre-
quent visitor at Dungeness. In
1739 Peier Jefferson married Jane
Randolph, then nweteen years old.
Now William Randolph and Peter
Jofforson were cousins as well as
{riends.

On the site allotted him for that
purpose by Randolph, Jeflerson
erceted the new home for his hride,
He called the plain wcathcrboarded
house on the north bank of the
Rivanna “Shadwell” after the
London parish in which Jane Ran-
dolph had boen born  Here while
the wilderness was being conguered,
were born Jane, Mary, Thomas, and
Ehzabeth Jefferson.

By the yecar 1744 the region
around Shadwell had become so
fairly well populated with new
plentations that il was made into
the county of Albemarle. A county
needs a government. A government
needs officers. Peter Jefferson was
now an old setiler, and it 1s not
surprising that he was made one of
the justices of the peace. William
Randolph, too, was honored with
the position of sheriff.

Every frontier colony had mili-
tary as well as civil dutics. The
redskins had not cvased entirely to
be a menace, and now the French in
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the Ohio territory were getting too
close for comfort. Jefferson was
therefore made licutenant colonel
of the mibhtia under the command
of the surveyor, Professuor Joshua
Fry of William and Mary College.

In 1745, when Tom Jefferson was
two years old, William Randolph
diecd. Wiliam’s dymg request {o
his best friend and cousmm was that
Peter should take cave of the three
children he left lLehind  He ashed
especially that Peter should look
out for the education of lus small
son, Thomas Mann Randolph. and
that, the belter to do this, Pewer
should move to Tuckuhoe, Ilan-
dolph’s estate in  Guochlond
County, with his whole fanuly All
these last wishes of lis dying
friend Peter faithfully fulfilled

How full Mrs Jefferson’s heart
must have been ax they approached
Tuckahoe through the avenue of
beautiful elms ! T4 was six years
now smee she hid last lived in a
lovely old house like this, surroun-
ded by English gardens wrth rose
bushes, libes, and bridal wreath
Once in the house they found then-
gelves on the brow of & wooded hiil
with a magnificent view of the James
River and of the plantation avound

Now thore were seven claldren
in Tuckahoe, enough fuor plenty of
fun, as well as enough to make up a
schocl. Besides Tom, there wore hus
two older sisters Janc and Mary, lus
baby swster Elizabeth, and ihe
three Randolph children : Judith,
Mary, and Thomas Mann There
was & little schoolhouse 13t on
the grounds of the ustate. ilecc &
the age of five Tom began to learn
reading, writing, and ciphering

For soven years Tom Jeffersen
lived in Tuckahoe, learping w bea
gentleman, although, from his
father’s cxample never eeesing 1o Le
a fronticr buy. Here D zon hus love
for a life lived among beautiful

surroundings.

The heart of Tidewater cxistence
was tobacco, which was now in
greal demand all over Europe. The
Virgmians lived almost cnlirely on
tobaeco cxports to England Tobae-
co beeemc a sort of money with
which a preacher’s salary could be
paird or a crinoline skirt be bought.

A great Tidewater plantation
required many field hands, bub
working men were hard to find in
ihe colonies where any man might
Lecome a plantation owner Iike
Peter Jofferson  Thus, on account
of tohaceo many Noegro slaves v ere
Ladnaped from their African homes
and sold in Virginia.

At Tuckahoe the Jefferson
family had been mecreased by two
more sisters, Martha and Luey.
Now Peter Jefferson was ready to
gn back to bis own estate at Shad-
well, having carried out his friend
Randolph’s wishes. Tom was nine
years old now and fit to go on with
more advanced schooling. In 1752
Peter sent his son to ive with the
Teverend William Douglas, a Scotch
clergymen i Louisa County, who
taught Greck, Latin, and French.
The rest of hus family he taok back
to hi TUp Country heme n Albe-
mearle County. Shoitly afterwards
he was senl as representative of
Albemarle County to the House of
Burgesses  In 1753 he was made
County Licutcnant, or Governor
of Albemsrle

Good scholar though he was,
Tom looked forward to die vaca-
tions he spent in Shadwell with
koen eagerness Ho was growing
up into a (all, strong youngster,
loving exervise and the out-of-doors
An old woodsman like Teter Jeffer-
son would surcly know how to
malke his son's bovhoud a happy
one, snd how to make Shadwell
{hie most interesting pizee in the
world. Besides hunting and riding
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and béating and Indian lore, he
taught his son to appreciate the
beauties of the country around
him.

In August 1757, Peter Jeflerson
died. Fourtecn-year-old Tom be-
came head of the family, consisting
of his widowed mother, his six
sisters, and his baby brother
Randolph. To the latter Peler in
his will had bequeathed a smaller
estate he owned on the James
River known as Snowden ; to his
oldest son he left Shadwell Tom
was now a large landed proprictor.
Of course, until he was a little
older, he would be under the guar-
dianship of one of his father’s
friends, John Harvie.

v. One of Peter Jefferson’s last
requests was that Tom should have
a classical education. So Tom’s
guardian sent him off to live and
study with the Reverend James
Maury, ““a correct classical scholar,”
who had a log-cabin school only
fourteen miles from Shadwell m
Louisa County. In Parson Maury’s
log schoolhouse Tom,studied Latin
for the next two years.

The schoolboy continued to come
home for his vacations He no
longer had his father’s companion-
ship, but he still had the habts
his father had encouraged—roaming
through the woods with a gun,
riding over the plantation on horse-
back. He grew into cver closer
comradeship with his older ssier
Jane. Their favorite evening enter-
tainment was the playing of duets,
she at tho harpsichord, the eight-
eenth-century piano, and he on
his violin, while they both sang
psalms. The loneliness of his days
was now relieved by the friendship
he struck up with Dabney Carr,
a neighboring boy of his own age
and with similar tastes. Now Tom
had someone to tell his great dosiro
to travel, someone to share a passion
for forcign lands that was never

to leave him all his life. Tom also
brought Dabney to his secret
retreat. Across the river from
Shadwell, on the land thal Petor
had first stalked out, there wasa
hill about six hundred feet high.
In Ttelan you would call a little
mountain like that a monticello,
Tom knew what he wanted most
after traveling. When he grew up
he would build a grand house on the
peak of this “little mountain®™, It
was to be their liltle mountain,
They solemnly pledged each other
that whoever died first would be
buried by the other wunder ther
favonte oak

1I. WILLIAM AND MARY

When he was not yet seventecn
years old, Tom Jefferson rode to
Williamsburg to enter college. The
college was William and Mary.
There were two other colleges in the
colonies, Harsard in Massachusctts
and Yale in Connecticut, but
Southern boys were more likely to
go to England for themr education
than to New England

Williamsburg was the largest
community Tom had ever seen. It
was then the capital of Virginia
and boasted two hundred wooden
houses; brick and stone houses were
considered unhealthy to live in,
Through the center of town ran the
very wide main strect, about three
quarters of a mile long. At one
end stood the college and af the
other the capital building. Midway
between the two was a square on
which was situated a church and
some public buildings. When Tom
Jefferson rode up to William and
Mary College, the place was mnot
entirely strange to him. An unole
of his had once been its president,
and Tom knew something of its
romantic history.

After the visit of the Indian
princess Pocahontas, King James
had become intcrested in the edu-
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cation of her people and he had
founded a school for Indien children
here. But the people the king had
sent over to found the school were
all massacred by the Indians, who
seem to have been extremely un-
willing pupils.

However, seventy years later
the school was again established
At the time Jefferson came to
Wilham and Mary, it had grown
into three schools. There was first
of all the original Indian school
which now had two teachers and
eight redskin pupils, and to which
the children of Williamsburg also
went during the day as an elemen-
tary school. Then there was the
Latin school, or high school, which
the boys attended until they were
about fiftcen, learnmng latin and
Greek from two teachers And
finally there was the college proper,
like our modern college, with two
professors besides the president of
the entire college. All three schools
had classrooms in the same build-
mg.

To enter the college Tom had to
take & public examination As a
result of this test he showed himself
to be a brilhant schiolar, and so the
masters deorded to admit him at
once into the tlurd or Junior year

Tom took & passionate interest
in his studies. For him college was
an adventure, in which his mind
did exciting things instcad of his
body. He found thai the discovery
of new ideas, great thoughts,
soientific problems and solutions
could be more thrilling than Dlear
tracks in the forest, mure exhilarat-
ing than a race on hoiseback

But in the course of siudies
the students were required to take
wag not made to be interesling, and
Tom might very soon have lost his
fresh excitement if one of his two
professors had not then chanced to
be Dr. William Small Al of Tom’s

courses came under the head of
philosophy. One of his two pro-
fessors taught him ‘‘moral philo-
sophy,” which inecluded rhetoric
(grammar, composition, and elocu-
tion), logie (the rules of correct
thinking), and ethics (the principles
of morality and conduct). Dr. Small,
the other professor, taught him
“natural philosoply,” by which was
meant mathematics and science
(chiefly physics and astronomy).

Professor Small, when he came
over from Scotland, had introduced
a new method of conducting classes
m the colonies. Before his time
the students in colleges memorized
their lessons and then recited them
in class  Dr Small brought in the
lesture system. He did all the
talking himself and lot the students
ask Pim questions It was not long
before Dr Small noticed that a
cortain pair of intelligent gray
cyes were fixed most intently upon
him while he lectured. They be-
longed to the red-haircd lad who
now and then asked him a keen
question. Dr. Small sought this
bov out after class He took him
out for walks Soon Tom was his
daily companjon, and a new world
was opened to the boy. Professor
Small was a friend of Irasmus
Darwin, the eminent seientist and
grandfather of the great Charles
Darwin  James Watt, who was to
invent the steam c1gine, was also
his friend. Irom Small’s conver-
sation Tom got his first glimpse of
the mighty labors  of science 1n its
attemptb to draw a eomplete picture
of the world 1 which we hve.

Not far from the college lived
Iranes Yauquier, Lieutenant Gover-
nor of Virginia. When Professor
Small offered to introduce his pupil
to the Governor, Fauquier was one
of those typically clever men of the
cighteenth century who wanted to
know everything and to enjoy
evorything. He had been a director
of the Bank of England and had
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important work on
taxation. He was inlcrested in
physics and was a Fellow, or
memker, of the Royal Society,

written an

England's famous scdentific aca-
demy. He was an accompliched
musician. In short, he was every-

thing that young Tom admircd and
wanted to be.

Fauquier seemed to be as
genuinely delighted to meet the boy
as was Tom to mect him. When
he heerd that Tom pliycd the
violin, Fauquier asked hum to come
and take part in the 1nusiiales
which were held once 2 week atb
the Palace. That part of Tom’s
education which Trofescor Small,
or any school for that matter, could
no! give him he owed to Governor
Favquier Not only did Fauguer
lend the boy French and English
books from his library ; he also
acted as Tom’s model for a man of
the world. Tom ohscrved the
Governor’s unfailing courtesy, the
innumerable httle pohtencsses that
marked the tramed gentleman of
that day. The drawing room was
& serious business in the cighteenth
century ; it was the battle-ground
of wit and the showplace of man-
ners

Professor Small mtrodueed Tom
to still another important friend of
his college days. George Wiythe
was a brilliant young lawyer of
about thirty, self-educated, but
probably the finest Latin and Greck
scholar in Virginia. 'Chese four—
Fauquicr, Small, Wythe, and Jeffer
son—made up a sort of informal
little club that met once a weck for
dinner at the Governor’s Talace

Of course, Tom mwade friends of
his own age in coliege. Dabney
Carr, his old chum from back
home, came to Williamsburg, and
some of his mother’s relatives lived
in the college town. Bui chief
among his new friends was John
Page, who, like Jefferson, was later

to become onc of the first governors
of the State of Virginia.

On his way home 1o spend the
Christmas holidays Tom stopped at
the plantation of Colonel Nathan
Dandridge  Among the host of
young people Tom’s attention was
caught by a man who seemed to
enjoy a great deal of popularity,
though by Ius country speech
and his awkward appearance he
would seem to he a little out of
place in the erowd of young dandes.
Tom was immediately attracted by
the tall, thin figure, slightly stooped,
the pale face and homely features ;
only the deep-set gray cyes were
beautiful.

Tom learned by asking that
this man’s name was Patrick Henry,
a near neighbor of Colonel
Dandridge’s.  With the litile money
be had inherited from his futher
Mr Henry had bought a country
store, which hod just failed. In the
fortnight that Tom stayed at
Colorel Dandndge’s he and Patrick
Ilcnry became good friends.

Tom graduatcd {from Wiham
and Mary on April 25, 1762, when
he was just nineteen vears of age.
His Latin and Greek were now
excellent and he could read the
most difficult authors in these
langnages with ease. Though he
could not yet speak French very
well, he read it extensively He
promised hamself to leara, Desides,
the Spanish, Italian, German, and
the American Indian languages.

He was six feot tall now—he was
still to grow two more inches—and
very slim His nose had a turned-
up bump on the end of it and his
face was too angular to be hand-
some but it immediately impressed
everyone with its intelligence.

IIl. BELINDA AND THE LAW

With his diploms and scholarly
lionors behind him, Tom’s next
business was to set : bout preparing
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himself for his chosen profession of
the law. 'There were no law sclicols
in those days; legal training was
acquired by workmg and reading
under the direction ot some member
of the bar. "The young apprentice
would attend all the sessions of the
court ; he would help prepare his
master's cases, and in his spave time
he was supposed to read the law,
and have the older man answer any
difficult problems that ecame up

After clerkme and  study ing in this
manner until he had thoroughly
absorbed the prinuples of law and
acquired some praetreal experience,
the young student appear hefore a
special board of Virginw lawyers
and, if he won his license, could then
hang out a shingle bearing his own
name. Tom's friend, George Wythe,
offered him a place 1 hws office,
after his first vacation

For a student as briliant as
young Jefferson, who had completed
his four years’ college course in two,
1t would not have been very diffi-
cult to pass his lawyer's exami-
nation in a year or two. His friend
Patrick Henry had done it in six
months. But then Henry did not
have this boy's enoimous thirst
for knowledve, or his grand 1dcas of
what made an educated man and
well-trained lawyer  For nstance,
Tom would not he ratisfied with
knowing a porticular law Il would
want to know its history , v hether
it came from the Romons, or the
French, or the early Anglo-Saxons ;
whether it was still a good law or
ought now to he changed whether
it helped people more or hindered
them more

To get this all-aronnd picture
of his chosen calling, this nincteen-
year-old promised himself not to
apply for a licenso for at least five
years. Lopng before Tom felt him-
self ready, Jus old hoghood chum,
Dabney Carr, had hecome a lavwyer ;
but Tom stuck by his books Of
course, what Tom was doing was

getting a university education. It
was & one-man university in which
Tom was all the students. but the
professors were all the great men
who had written books from the
time of the ancient Greeks and
Romans down to his own day.
These professors taught him more
than law A friend once askerd
Jefferson for a good program of
studies for & law student Jefferson
gave him the program he had made
out for himself It is really stagger-
ing.

Till eght o'clock 1n the morning
employ yourself in physical studies :

Agriculture Botany

Chemustry Ethies and Natural
Religion

Anatomy Religion (Sectamnan,

Zoologr Natural Law

Yrom eght to twelve, read

Law.
Twelve to one, read Polivics.
In the afternoon, read History :
Ancient
Modern
English
American

From dark to bedtime :

Belles- Lottres,
espocially Shake.peare

the poets,

Criticism
Rhetorie
Oratory

Where, in all this program, did
Jefferson find time for playing and
practicing his violin ? For, when he
was at college and for a dozen
years thereafter, Tom gave three
hours of each day to his fiddle. Nor
must it be forgotten that all this
while Jefferson somchow helped
run his plantation, kept numerous
notebooks, took a daily ride on
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horseback, continued to see his
friends, especially Fauquier’s circle,
and even attended balls.

The law never has been a study
that allowed for a great deal of
time for other things. Read-
ing <old Coke” you had practi-
cally to learn & new language To
digest a single chapter with its
liberal sprinklings of law Latin
and old-fashioned French would
ordinarly take a bright student a
month. Yet, when Tom had fimshed
this famous book, he was far from
satisfied with his information and
went on, delving back among the
old lans of England before the
Norman Conguest, back nto the
*wage of King Alfred the Great.

On Tom’s twenty-first birthday,
his first act to ecclebrate his new
manhood was to have the Rivanna,
which flowed past his land, turncd
into a useful stream. Though deep
enough, the Rivanna was too full of
obstructions to allow the farmers to
use it for transporting thewr produce
down country. Jefferson got up a
petition, sent it to the House of
Burgesses, and finally had the
satisfaction of seeing the stream
cleared for navigation It was ks
first act of public service, and ho
was extremoly proud of it

During the winter he had been
coming often into Williamsburg, to
consult with his master Mr. Wythe,
to attend court and assembly
sessions, and to stock his library He
would then visit old friends, though
his teacher Dr. Small had by now
returned to England.

In his twenty-second year
Jefferson spent more time at
Shadwell, following his program of
studies and playing the violin. This
year, 1765, was an important one
for the Jefferson family Dabney
Carr, with whom Tom had hunted
a8 a boy, married Tom’s sister
Martha. Two months after the

wedding, Tom’s older sister Jane
died. Tom had loved Jane above
all the rest. It was to her that he
had told all his plans and thoughts.
Now Tom was indecd lonesome at
Shadwell.

At last Jefferson’s five years
werc up He knew himself now to be
a well-rounded lawyer, a credit to
his profession. He took his examina.
tion. He passed. In 1747, at the age
of twenty-four, he was admitted to
the bar

IV. THE BURGESS OF
VIRGINIA

When Thomas Jeflerson was
first introduced to Patrick Henry,
he had been told that Henry was
on his way to Wilhamsburg to learn
the law business Tom, of course,
imagined his new friend to be at
the beginning of several years of
study. But Henry had no imten-
tion of wasting his youth on hooks,
Once arrived at Williamsburg,
he thumbed through several vol-
umes on law—when he could spare
the time—for six months, and then
boldly asked for an examination.
He had the right, of course, to do
this at any time that ho eould col-
leet together three established mem-
bers of the bar willing o examine
ham, ,

The thres lawyers that Henry
got together were Gcorge Wythe,
Jefferson’s brithant friend and later
master, and Peyton Randolph and
John Randolph, both kin~men of
Jefferson. These men questioned
Henry about the law and-—they
found him very ignorant of it.
Wytho was shocked and indignant.
He would never, never sign his
name to the license of a man whose
only substitute for knowledge was
colossal nerve ! But the other two
were won over Thoy saw genius in
the young man, and the sort of
persuasive tongue that they knew
would be as effective with juries as
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it was with themselves. If Patrick
Henry would promise to go home
and study and catch up on his
reading, they would sign. More,
they would get a ihird lawyer to
sign with them Henry promsed.
Sad to relate, Henry did not keep
bis promise very well He would
conscientiously borrow law books
from Tom, then go off on a hunting
trip, and return the books unread.
In tho end, however, Peyton Ran-
dolph’s confidence in Henry was
justified If Henry did mnot get
much out of books, he did finally
learn the law very well from prac-
tice. His specches cowid stir the
passions of the most cold-blooded
and indifferent of audiences 1In
1765 Henry’s brllianee asa Iwyer
won him the election to the House
of Burgesses These were exciting
times and Henry felt that the most
exciting place to be in was the Vir-
ginia legislature. It was the time
of the agitation over the Stamp
Act,

The French and Tndian Wars
had been won by England and her
colonics m 1763, but they had left
the British Empire exhausted and
burdened with taxes 1t was felt
by the English that the American
colonies should shoulder a share of
these expenses since. they said, the
colonies had Thenefited Ly those
conquests. The English Parliament,
among other mritaling ncasures,
passed a law by which a lax was
collected on all papers and docu-
ments, whether legal, commercial,
or periodical When Patrick Henry
rode his lean nag into Williamsburg,
to take his scat in the House of
Burgesses, the colony was seething
with protest but did not know what
to do about it. Of grumbling
there was plenty but of action none
A brand-new member, he waited
for the older men, the leaders, to
take charge and lead. Nothing
happened. At last, two days be-
fore the close of the session, when
nothing had bLeen done, Patrick

Henry tore a*blank page out of
“old Coke” and wrote down a
sot of resolutions he wished the
Burgesses to pass upon. He stood
up and read the resolutions, and
then began to speak.

Among the visitors who were
cronded about the doorway in the
lobby (for there was no gallery for
outsiders) was tho young law stu-
dent, Thomas Jefferson With 1n-
tense intercst he saw his friend
Henry rise in his place and intro-
duce a set of resolutions condemn-
g the English laws. He saw him
begin to speak, faltering at first
and conscious of his awkward
clothes. Then he saw him gradual-
ly draw himself up crect as he
launched into the full tide of his
oration. With all the other onlook-
ers Tom felt himsclf hfted up and
carricd away as Henry denounced
the tyranny of the obnoxious Stamp
Act. In the midst of this speceh,
Henry thundered, «Caesar had his
Brutus, Charles the First his Ciom-
well, and George the Third—"’

“Treason !” cried the chairman
«Treason, ireason !” cchoed from
soveral parts of the House. Jeffer-
son held his breath. But Henry did
not waver for an instant Tossing
his heed still higher, he finished  his
sentence distmetly :

«“—may profit by their example.
If this be treason, make the most
of it 1"

In the nudst of a terrific uproar,
the resolutions were passcd. The
resolutions remnded the King that
the colonist~ had certain inalienable
rights as Englishmen, that the colo-
nists had never given up these
rights, that among them was the
right to be taxcd only by their own
representatives, and that the colo-
nists intended to pay only such
taxes as they had levied upon them-
selves.
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This last resolutibn was so de-
fient that it was passed by only
one vote,

Patrick Henry, always impa-
tient of nere details, mounted his
skinny horse and, thinking his work
dono, cantered off fur home. Bus
the timid Burgesses had been en-
chanted into doing a hraver thing
than they could bear. With Heary
and his accursedly spellbinding
tongue out of the way, they wished
the whole thing undone

When Tom wandered into the
House the next day before the hell
had rung for the hour of mcctung,
he found his uncle Colonel Peter
Randolgh and one of the Tory
members busily thumbing over the
volumes on the clerk’s table They
were searchmg for a previous ease
several years ago in which the
House had stricken out of the
minutes the record of its own vote
on a ceriain measure That day the
House, with Henry abscnt, voted (o
cross out from the record its own
vote on Henry’s last resolution.

But all their striking out, all
their timidity end alarm, dil the
Burgesses no good  Like 1t or not,
history had been made undcr their
noses. A large audience had heard
the *“treason speech ’ and had al-
ready begun to makc 1t lamous
Soon its message was being repeat-
ed in all Virginia and in all the
colonies. And Tom Jeflerson had
heard 1t. In his mind, somcthing
had started to roll that was to roll
far beyond Patrick Henry’s de-
fiance of the King The thought
grew, why just George the Thurd,
why not defy all kings 7 Why re.
sist just the tyranny of unjust taxa-
tion, why not all tyranny ? Why
stop merely with the rights of
Englishmen ; did they not have
oven greator rights to freedom as
Americans, as men ?

But 1t was o take more yoars

of work and rcading before Joffer.
son would sce these ideas cloarly.
It was not until two years aftor
the Stamp Act speech that he took
his examnation and beeame a law.
yer, and it was only two vears afier
that, m 1769, that he entered poli-
tics himself

The same year that Jeflerson
won his right to practice at the bar,
royal Governor Fauquier died. But
it wasg not until the sccond year
after Fauqmer’s death that Lord
Botetourt, who had been appomied
Governor by the King, came to
Virginia In Virginia. upon the
arrival of the new Governor, a new
Housc of Burgesses was colled for

Young Jefferson had been a
lawyer for two years now The
practice of the law was not Dbie
cnough & task to use up all his
energy or all his learning, His
reading, especially of Greek and
Latin writers, had given him ideals
of patriotism and service that were
too wide and varied to be fulfilled
in the daily humdrum business of
Lelping people who had become en-
tangled m the law  He felt oblized
to run for a seatin the new House
of Burgesscs.

hlections were leisurely affamrs
then, and there was a parucular
ctiquetie to be observed if one was
a candidate Jefferson had to
make a personal visib to cach of
the voters m Albemarle County and
courteously solicit his vote No
man would vote for a candidate who
had heen so rudc as not to ask him
to do so. And Jefterson was oblig-
ed to keep open house and deteil a
servant for the spedial task of leep-
ing the punch bowl full throughout
the three days of the election.
Otherwise he would have hbeen
thought tvo stingy to meke & good
Burgess. During those three days
of mld excitement he stood at the
polls with the other candidates, and
he bowed low when he heard a vote
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cast for himself There were no
gecret ballots. So after supplying
the voters with lunch and punch for
three days, Tom learned that he
was duly clected Lo the posaition once
held by Peter Jeflerson. He was
only twenty-six yeai» old

On the third day of assembly
the Burgess passed a set of reselu-
tions condemning taxstion without
reprosentation and protesting again-
st the practice of trymg culomsts
accused of treason in London, avay
from their own homes Fuithermore,
the House called upon ¢11 the thir-
teen colomies 1o work together as
one in seeking redrcss for thar
grievances against Epplund  This
last was by far the mos. 1mportant
and the boldest action the members
had yet taken

Two days later the Royal Gover-
nor commanded 1he Houseto
attend him m the Council Chamber.
The hundred members rose in a
body, tramped io the other end of
the bwlding, and ranged them-
gelves around the Governor's
throne-like seat

«Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of
the House of Eurgesses™ the
Governor began majestieally <
have heard of your resolves and
sugur ill of your effects.  You have
made it my duty to dissolve you and
you are dissolved accordingly ’

So it had come at lost | The re-
bellious Virginians were to be shown

their place  Their protests were Lo
be mel with oppression Thus
Thomas Jeflerson, after having

served only five days as a legislator,
was again a private gentleman.
Some of the Burgesses decided that
the time for talk was past and the
time for action come Jefferson
joined a group that had hit upon a
plan for o striking back at England.
These former Burgesscs drew up an

agreement to boycott English goods
until the home country should be
forcad, through the loss of its rich
American trade, to sec that she
could not proeeed against her colo-
nics with such a high hand. Not
as the House of Burgesses, hut as
private gentlemen, these same Vir-
gimans met the next day n the
Apollo Room of the old Raleigh
Tavern and signed their names 1o a
set of agreements This is what
Jefferson ran his eve over as he
signed. e promised

To be a great deal more saving
and industrious than cver before.
Never again, as long as time should
endure, to buy an ariiele taxed by
Parliament for the sake of raising
revenue in \merica, except certain
low-priced qualities of paper with-
out which Dbusiness simply could
not go on Never, n short, until
the repeal of these irrnating taxes
and laws, to import any arlicle
from Britain, or in British shaps,
which it was al all possible to do
without Finally, to save all his
lambs so that he could do without
English imporis of wool.

Of the 108 former members of
the dissolved House. exghty-five
signed the agreenient  And m the
clections for vthe new llouse, these
eighty-five won back thewr seats;
the others did not  For the Gover-
nor had been impressed by this
dignified revolt and had written to
the King’s ministers counseling
them to treat the Virgimans with
moderation And it happened that
just at this time the political party
that came nto power in England
was opposcd to the policy of annoy-
ing the colonists. So the Governor
called for a new House, promising
there should be no more taxation
without representation, and Jeffer-
son found himself again among the
Burgesses, where he stayed until
that body came to the end ofits
cxistence.



12 THREE BOOKS IN ONE

V. THE MANOR AND THE
LADY

When Tom Jefferson had played
with Dabney Carr on the crown of
his monticello and had talked of
building a house on it, he began
something that was to ocoupy his
frec moments for the rest of his
long life. The older he grew the
more ambitious became his plans

Among the things most ardently
discussed by Fauqueer, Small, and
Wythe at their weekly meetings
was the Dbeauty of buildings 1n
Europe. Lacking the buldings
themselves, these men would take
our or refer to Palladio’s very
popular book on architecture,
Palladio was an architect of the
sixteenth century who had fallen
in love with the classical Roman
style of bwlding. The moment
Tom saw Palladio’s book he was
captivated by it. There was some-
thing about tbe simple grandeur of
the Greek and Roman style that
appealed to his nature just as
classical literature did This was
the kind of building that scemed
to go naturally with democracy on
the one hand and culture on the
other.

Tom made Palladio his text-
book., He studied the work, prac-
ticed drawing, and made hundreds
of sketches. While working over
his plans, Jefferson had put up a
little house on Monticello and
begun to lay out his new orchard.
However, in 1770, when dJefferson
was serving his first term as a
Burgess, Monticello was still almost
entirely on paper. Once day Tom
and his mother were visiting at a
neighbor's when one of his servants
came running with bad news.
Shadwell bad caught fire and every-
thing was in ruins !

Now the building of Monticello
was not to be put off any longer.
That summer Jefferson’s mother,

his sisters, and his brother went to
live at the overscer’s house, while
he himself stayed in one of the
building sheds on the mountain
watching over ihe progress of the
work.

All of a sudden the work that
had been going on stcadily for yecars
began to seem too slow to Jefferson.
His brain began to boil with archi-
teclural ideas. A strange change
had come over the careful builder :
he was in a hurry to fimsh his
home.

These plans that he scribbled so
furiously into lus notchooks, as he
sat lonely on his mountain top of
an evening or in some dull tavern
while traveling from onc county
courthouse 1o another, were curious-
ly romantic. They certainly read
more like a schoolboy’s than hke
the work of a member of the House
of Burgesses. What was it that
had got into the young lawyer and
politician, making him forget the
classic simplicity of Palladio and
instead imagine the sort of home

found only in romantic novels *
Well...

There lived in Charles City
County a prominent lawyer by the
name of John Wayles Jefferson
had met him often in tho courts of
Williamsburg, and they had learn-
ed to like and respeet each other.
Mr Wayles invited Mr. Jefferson to
visit him at The Forest.

Living with Mr. Wayles was his
deughter Mrs Mertha Skelton, a
young widow of twenty-three. of
exquisite charm and beauly She
was an  accomplished musician,
taking lessons on the harpsichord
from Domenico Alberti, a famous
Venetian artist. No sconer did
Jefferson make this lovely lady’s
acquaintance than all his love for
music suddenly blazed out into
an unquenchable passion. Signor
Alberti, he engaged almost on the
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spot to give him advanced lessons
on the violin. Jefferson was now
rushing the completion of the small
brick house that was tuv be the
southeastern pavilion of Monticello.
The big house itself was Dharely
begun, and he dropped the work on
it to interest himself in furniture

First of all there would have to
be a clavichord. But suddenly he
canceled his order for the instru-
ment. He had seen a fortepiano,
and would have one of those
instead. If anything was new and
better, Jefferson was sure to want
it in preference to the old Besides,
as he wrote, he found “the work-
manship of the whole very hand-
some and worthy the acceptonce
of a lady for whom T intend it ™

So the secret was out.

On New Years Day, 1772,
Martha Wayles Skelton and Thomas
Jefferson were united in marnage.

VI. ARE AMERICANS
ENGLISEMEN ?

Debney Carr, Jefferson's brother-
in-law and friend, was living and
practicing law in Louisa County
in 1773 when he was elccted to the
House of DBurgesses. Although
seven years younger, Carr was
considered Pairick Henry's most
formidable rival in oratory as they
argued against each other in the
Louisa County courthouse

Like Patrick Henry cight years
before, Carr came riding into
Williamsburg during a time of
special excitement, when the colo-
nies were angry at still another
inconsiderate act on the part of the

mother country. The cause of
excitement this time was the
“Gaspee  incident” of  Rhode
Island.

The year beforo 2 British man-

of-war, the Gaspee, had for some
time been lying in ambush on the
gea-road between Newport and
Providence. Like a pirate, the
commander had without warning
descended upon and boarded cvery
craft that came out of these har-
bors He was scarching them for
smuggled goods and contraband.
The sympathies of the colonists
were not with the British comman-
der, and the Rhode Islanders felt
very warm about what they
regalded as his high-handed proce-
dure

Rhode Island was the only one
of the thirteen colonies that elected
its own Governor. This Governor
protested to the commander of the
Gaspee, stating that, nnless the
Governor was shown a warrant, the
commander’s searches and seizures
wore lawless, purc prracy.

One day the regular mail packet
left Nowport for Providence with-
out informing the commander of
the Gaspce  The Gaspee gave chase
for twenty-three miles and then
ignominiously ran aground. The
captain of the packet glecfully told
the adventure in Providence Mr.
Brovwn, the most influential mer-
chant m the town, heard and chuck-
led. He knew that the time would
not let the Guspee off the reef
bofure three o’clock. MHe sought
out eight boats, each commanded
by a sca-captain, and, with muffled
oars they rowed out to the impriso-
ned Gaspece They took off the
sailors and men and set fire to the
ship. The result was that a com-
mission armved from England
with orders from the King that all
those who had been responsible for
the burning of the Gaspee and all
the witnosses on  both sides should
be brought in a King's ship to
London. where the trial would be
held. But, although every body in
the streets of Providence knew just
who had been in thosc eight boats,
the commissioners could find no one
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in the whole city to tell thema
thing.

Promptly the English Parlia-
ment passed a law, by the wording
of which, if anyome so much as
toucked a button of a mariner’s
coat or the oar of a zutter's boat
or the head of a cask belonging to
the fleet, he was made gwlty of a
crime that could be punished by
death and was to be transported
to England for trial. Again Parha-
ment had blundered, for now all
the colonies were concerned, Virgi-
nia among them.

Dabney Carr agreed with
Jefferson that the cndless discus-
sions about the Gaspee affair would
come to nothing. They decided to
call on Patrick Henry and the two
brothers, Henry and Richard
H. Lee, to meet them privately at
the Raleigh Tavern to discuss plans
of action.

“An attack on any one colony
should be considered as an aitack
on the whole,” said Jefferson when
thoy had met. < But we must have
some means of communication by
which nwe will know what the other
colonies are doing.”

With the approval of the other
three. he drew up resolutions for the
forming ol permanent Cemmrtees
of Correspondence Dbetwoen the
colonies. Samucl Adams was doing
the same thing in Massachusetts If
England intended to treat them as
one, they must lzarn to act toword
England as one. At the next meet-
ing of the House, Carr proposed
the Committees of Currespondener,
The resolutions were carricd ; dele-
gates, including Jefferson, Carr, and
Patrick Henry, were appointcd to
meet other delegates from all the

other colonies at some central
point.

Carr went homo to tell his wife
about his maiden specch then set nff
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again a8 he had somo law business
in Clicrlottesville. Hardly had he
arrived in Charlottesville when he
was taken violently ill with bilious
fever. Before he could be taken
home he died, and, before Jefferson
could be informed, they buried lum
at Shadwell Carr left three sons
and three daughters Jefferson
took them and Martha Carr to live
with him at Monticello He had
Dabney s grave moved to Monti-
eello and buried under their oak, so
fulfilling the promse he had made
to Dabnery fifteen years before

In the meantume, though
Dabney Carr was dead, his specch
had done 1ts worly, end Jcfferson’s
plan for Commitiees of Corres:
pondence had been carricd out.
Among the first p.1cces of important
news carried along this carly grape-
vine system was the half-scrious,
half-comic story of the Toston Tea
Party. How the young hotheads
of Virginia roared when they heard
that a wholo cargo of Engh-h tea
hed been brewed in Boston harbor !
But Jefferson Lnew that events
wonld move very quickly now, and
he began to prepare for them

Sure enough, word came from
England that a law had been passed
closing the busy port of Beston to
all trade. The law was to g0 into
¢feet on June 1, 1774, and Dritish
troops were being sent to cnforee
it

Hastily the same hitle group—
without Dabney Carr—who hed
pushed through the Commnuitces of
Correspondence  gathered togother
to devise a new mcasure of protest
They found what they w anth by
searching through some old Puritan
accounis. The next dey the Ilouse
of Burgesses passed a hill appoint-
ing June 1 as a day of f stme and
prayer in Virginia It was hascd
on & model iaken out of Puntan
history. When the bill nes !noug,}lb

for Al w enl O
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nature, he promptly dissolved the
House of Burgesses. Bul the mem-
bers, instead of going home, called
for a Convention. Virgima's chartoer
said nothing of any convention, and
8o, if one were called, the Govcrnor
could have nothing to do with it
The purpose of this Covention war
to elect delegates who would meet
with delegates from the other
colonies every year, thus furming a
Continental Congress. Since the
Congress was also illcgal. the King
could not even recogmze 1t, let alone
interfere in ils decivons

Naturally every country cleeted
the same people to this Convention
that it would have clested . {he
House of Burgesses TDuly elected
from Albemarle County, Jefierson
mounted his horse late m July and
set out for Williamshurg

On the road he was o ercome
by a serious attack of dxsentery,
Too ill to move, cspeciaily on a
jolting horse over the rough roads,
he was compelled to tule lodmngs
on the way. He luy v bed frantic
with disappointment

He had preparcd a  rough draft
of some resolutzons which he felt
he simply must dcliver {u the con-
vention. Therc was nothmg 1o do
now but send them on by capress
He was too weak to work on them.
Fortunately {here were iwo copies,
one of which ho sent to Patiick
Henry, the other to his cousm
Peyton Randolph, who wus to be
chairman of the Convention. '{hese
resolutions containcd rome vicws
that Jefferson Lad hcen th.nking
out since lis student day- For
one thing, remember that he came
from the Piedmont. He never
thought of himsclf as an English-
man, His ancesters had not chosen
England as a birthplace They just
happencd to be born there, and,
when they grew old enough 1o know
their own minds, they came away.
In fact they had come to _America

because, for one reason or another,
they did not like England.

So England and Amecrica, though
they had the same King, were not
the same country. Morcover, neither
England nor the King had bounght
the new territory on the western
shores of the Atlantie. The colonists
had taken land in a wild and
spaiscly populated country. By

their own hard work they had
carved oul farms and cuiltivated
them  These lands belonged to

them and {o no one else, least of
all to anyone Living in England By
English Jaw, all this land belonged
10 the King He was supposed
merely to have made a gift of its
use Lo cerlain individuals  Jeffer-
son's opinion wes exaclly the
oppositc  He said that the King
had merely Dbeen chosen by the
colonsts to help them run the coun-
try  If he did not serve them well,
they cuuld just as casily choose
another government.

Jlcrson pointed out that 1t was
nly after the Norman Conquest
thav the Ting was considered to
own all the land of lus subjucts and
enuld g e them out at his pleasure.
These resolutions, for the mnstruetion
of dcieunates tu the first Continental
Congress, made a deep 1mpression
on ¢ ny members of the Conven-
tion  But for the tunce Lemg
Jeffersor.’s views scemed too bold ;
in faet, {reasonable. All they dared
insist upon was that they were
Fi.gh -hmen, had the rights of Eng-
lshmen. and could nut be taxed
without repres ntation.  So the
Comventin suled for a different,
tamer set of pesclutions and sent
them together with delegates to
the Continental Congress in Phila-
delphia.

In England Jefferson’s reso-
lutions were considered to be the
best statement of the American
position  The American agent who
represented the House of Burgesses
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in London published the resolu-
tions in a pamphlet under the title
of Summary View of the Righis of
British America. Edmund Burke,
the great English statesman, who
was o friend of the colonists, saw
the pamphlet and, after making a
few changes, used 1t in ome of his
famous speeches. The net result
for Jefferson was that the English
government put his name down on
the roll of dangerous subjects to be
made outlaw—along with the twa
Adamses, John Hancock, Patrick
Henry, and other leading patriots

VII. THE DECLARATION

In Philadelphia the Continental
Congress discussed ways and means
of forcing the mother country to
listen to her colonists’ demands
It was decided to try commereial
weapons. Tirst, the boycott: after
December 1774 the colonists would
cease to import English goods
Then, if that should fail, the
embargo: they would refuse to
export their products to England.

On the 10th of May 1775 the
second Continental Congress con-
vened with Peyton Randolph again
its president But Randolph was
also speaker of the House of Bur-
gesses, and,when Governor Dunmore
called a special session of the ITouse,
Randolph had to hasten back to
Virginia. The next day the Houso
settled down to consider the special
business, which concerned Lord
North’s conciliatory proposals. The
English  government ~offered to
refrain from and further taxation of
the colonies by Parliament if the
colonies would in turn cach agree
to help England in case of war and
make provision for the support of
British soldiers. Now Lord North
refused to consider the colonies as
in any way united ; he had address-
ed his propositions to each colony
soparately. Morcover, he insisted
that each colony must pledge itself
to help put down rebellions in any

other colonies. And firally the
colonies must agree to certain
measures that would mean the
destruction of New England's
entire sea trade. Instead of send-
ing its reply to Lord North, the
Virginia House decided to frame
an answer and submit it fixst to
the Congress, so that all the Colon-
ies could speak as one.

To Peyton Randolph and, in-
deed, to the House as a wholg,
there seemed to Dbe one man best
fitted for the task of framing Vir-
gnia’s reply—that man was Tho-
mas Jefferson, the author of the
famous Summoery View. Not only
was he now recognized as a legal
artisy, but his attitude toward
England was absolutely clear and
unwavering  Furthermore, Jeffer-
son had already been chosen to take
Randolph’s place in Plladelphia
while the latter conducted Vir-
ginia’s affairs. So he would be
taking his own ideas to the Cong-
Tess.

The second Continental Congress,
which had now becn sitting for
six weeks, was a foverish collection
of men. Official or not, a war with
the mother country wason. Just
before the meeting of the Congress,
a battle had been fought at Lex-
ington, Massachusetts, Detween
British regulars and farmers And
on the very day the second Cung-
ress opened Ethan Allen had led his
Green Mountam Boys n an attack
on Fort Ticonderoga and had cap-
tured it. That Junc there was
fought a fierce battle 2t a place
called Bunker Hill in Messachusetls
between some Bruish troops and
twelve thousand Americans called
out by the local Commitiec of
safety.

Sitting with Jefferson as another
delegate frm Virginia was Colond
George Wushington, head of Vair-
gmia’s militia. He attended the
sessions in uniform. When the
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Congress found itself definitely
committed to a course of treasom
against England, with battles like
that of Bunker Hill already o fact,
it chose this colonel as the com-
mander-in-chief of the Contincntal
armies.

Jefferson’s Summary 1'iew which
had seemed too radical when he
wrote it, now appeared to swi the
gitnation very well indeed So it 18
not surprising that in five days
Jefferson found himse!lt delecated to
perform & very importan: and
delicate task. He and John Dickin-
gon were ordered to prepare an
Address on the Causes of Taking
Up Arms. The Conrgress was at
last admitting that 1t would resist
forece by force John Dickinson,
like Jefferson, was a literary artist
in legal matters. ZTut othernise
the two committec members were
nothing alike. Dickinson was cau-
tious and conscrvative  When he
saw Jefferson’s first draft of the
Address, it was as 1f o red flag had

been waved in front of a bull. No.
sir, he would not pernut 1t ! Why,

this red-headed Virginian was cgg-
ing the colonies on to Revolution!

So Dickinson rewrote the Add-
ress with milder, more concihiatory
phrases, Only the last four para-
graphs were left of Jefferson’s ficry
protests. The more radial mem-
bers of the Congress, the patriots,
however, had found their man
Jefferson. Here was one npon whom
they could eall to present their case
in the most clegant style and yet
its truest, most advanced light, As
the Congress went beyond the cau-
tious policies of Dickinson, i relind
more and more upon Jellersoa’s
pen.

The answer to Lord North’s
propositions of conciliation was
considered 10 be the most imporiant
task of Congress. Virgimie’s roply,
48 drawn up by Jefferson, was
acknowledged to be the best model.

lFrn nklin's,

So, _\\hen the committee for this
Bartlcular tagsk was gelected, we
find, as we expected, Jefferson’s
name  together with Benjamin
Jobn Adams’s, and
Ri:hard Henry Lee's  Frauklin got
ille most votes, and Jcfferson the
most after him. He had leapt
immediately inio popularity with
these Americens from all the thir-
teen colomnics.

Lord North's proposals were ro-
jected scornfully as insulting, mis-
leading and not in fact conelliatory
at all England stili retained the
ruyht to tax whether she did so or
not  She still imposed dutes upon
the colomies while she refused to
allow them to trade with other
countries the n herscif. The attacks
upon Boston were inhumane. The
answer was a more dignified ex-
pression of exaetly whst Virginia
had wished to say.

On the first of August, the Con-
gross being  adjourned, Jefferson
gut into his carriage and made the
ten-day journcy home. He was just
m time to bid good.by to us friend
and kmsman John Randolph. John
was gomg o England to hve Tlo
was a Tory and disapproved of
the threatenung Rovolution against
Ingland  The next month Jeffer-
son lned through still enother
family tragedy. this time the closest
of them all. His haby daughter,
aged one and @ half years, died

Congress met again in Septem-
ber, but it had been sitting three
weeks before Jefferson could come
back to Philedelplia  He wasm
Congress that December when the
news come that the King had de-
clared the American colonies in a
statc of rebellion and had accused
them of seekmg to establish an in-
dependent  empire  Immediately
after Christmes 17756 JefTerson left
for home. There was work 1o be
done in Virginia
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Jefferson was one of the greatest
underground sgitators of all time.
He had a genius for organizing
great bodies of opinion for action
by quiet, simple means He could
talk 1o influential friends and ec-
quaintances logically and persuasive-
ly. He could write letters. In the
meantime he collected money for
gunpowder and conducted the
affairs of his Committee of Public
Safety. He was now also head of
the militia of Albemarle County.
But his main busmess was to make
Virginia prepared for the next de-
cisive step of the united colonics.

When in May 1776 a convention
was called in Virginia 1o consider
the question of independence, the
success of Jefferson’s labors, and
the labors of the men like him,
became apparent. The Convention
voted unanimously to instruct its
delegates in Congress to declare the
united colonies free and independent
States. In Williamsburg the Bri-
tish flag over the State House was
hauled down to make place for onc
with thirteen stripes.

As soon ag he was sure of this
vote, Jefferson hastened to Philadcl-
phia to resume his seat Virginio
was safe ; the next important work
lay in Congress. This time Jeffrr-on
found his fellow Congressmen m a
daring, fighting mood. They had
now all caught up with John Adams
and Patrick Henry and 'Thomss
Jefferson. They lad all read, os
had nearly every person n the
colonies who could read at all, a
pamphlet that for boldness and fire
quite eclipsed Jefforson’s scholarly
Summary Views i

While in London Benjamin Fron-
klin had met a man named Thomas
Paine, whom he persuaded to go to
America, the land of opportunity
]E"ame had been in this country
little more than a year when he
wrote Common Sense, a pamphlet
that put the arguments for indepen-

dence so simply. so tollingly, thag
there seemed to be no answer to it.
This was in Janvary 1776, Eaily
in June, then, in obedience 1o the
instructiors they had recenned from
horre, the Virginia delegates propos.
ed to the Continental Congress that
a Declaration be drawn up stating
that <these united colonies are and
of right out to be free and indepen.
dent.” The metion was seconded
by John Adams of Massachusetts

In the great debate that follow-
ed it heoome evident that no one
denied America’s right to indepen-
dence or even the faci that \merica
was alrcady independent.  YWas not
the Congress at that very mowment
directing a successful war against
England ¥ But was it good policy
to put the fact into words ¢ Not all
of the colonies were ripe for such a
step. The middle colomos—New
York, Xew Jriwey, Pennsylvama,
Dolaware, and 3" vvlund—as well 28
South Carolma were stul m “the
half-way house of Dichnson,” as
Jefferson called it. But (b publie
clamor for a statemert of the
eolonies’ rights to freedonn had be-
come 5o loud that Coneress decided
to draw up a Declaration «#t once,
while it waited for the tardy colo-
nies to cateh up with the others
No time was lost in selecting a com-
itten to write the Declriation On
it were Jobn Adame DBerpjemin
Franklin, Roger Shermzn, Rolert
Livingston, and Thomas Jeflerson,
who received the most votes. Jeffer-
son. the legal artist, was sclected
to do the aetual writing.

Just ot this 1ime Jefferson, was
wishing he vould be in iwo places ab
once Yor, perfectly certain that
independence would be declared,
Virginia had decided to make itself
a new constitution. PBut at a mo-
ment of such great historical signifi-
cance Jefferson could not desert
Philadelphia. Several of the Vir-
ginia delrgates were hastening home,
and to ono of them, his old friend
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and teacher George Wythe, Jeffer-
son entrusted a sketch of a constitu-
tion that he had dashed off

When Wythe reached Williams-
burg, he found the iramers of the
Virginia constitution had just
accepted a document drawn up by
James Madison and George Mason
However, they took Jefferson's pre-
amble and tacked it on to their own
work. This preamble included a
list of reasons for separation from
England, and it was realy a sort
of first draft to what Jefferson m-
tended to put into the senceral
Declaration of Independence Now
defferson began to write, to cul, to
polish, to balance a compoution
that would besome one of the most
famous pieccs of literature m the
world. Later he had to alter a
phrase that did not suit Adams, or
put in an idea sugeested by Frank-
lin, Finally the paper wasready
to be put on tho tab.c before Cong-
Tess.

On July 4, 1776, the Continental
Congress adopted the Declaration
of Independence as corrected The
greater part of the Declaration
consists of specific wrongs committed
against the colonics by the King
and his governmeit  But the most
important, the best remembered
and most quoted part con-iits of
the short mwroduction to  these
grievances. For in this first paro
is the doctrine that o nation hasg
at all times the right to change »
government that does not swb 15
and that no longer performs the
duties which a government should.

This was not only treason - 1
was heresy. For despite the nume-
rous changes of kings in England’s
own history, some of them accom-
panied by violencs, it was sthll
assumed that kings ruled by divine
right, that they wers given by God
%o the people to be obeyed Bub the
Declaration of Independence of the
new United States held that the

purpose of & king, or of any govern-
ment, was not to be obeyed but to
provide for the life, liberty, and
purswit of happiness of his subjeels
or ils citizens. Any government
that did not provide for these rights
had no claim to be supported. Such
a government was in itself erimmal
and the crime that a government
may commit upon 1ts citizens is
known as tyranny. Hence the long
list of wrongs to prove to ths rest of
the world that XKing George’s
government had been tyrannous.
The colonists withdrew their consent
to be governed. It was u new doc-
trine of the divine 1ight of the gover-
ned

It 18 from fthis point of view
that we must read the phrase, “all
men are created equal”’ People may
sometimes he heard 1o scoff at this
phrase Are all men of the same
height or have they the same brain ?
Aren’t some sironger, some wiser
than others 7 But this cannot he
whot Jefferson, who was himself one
of the wisest of his own day, meant.
He meant that, in so far as all men
are cqually governed, so all govern-
monts receive their powels from
the econseat of all men cqually
If you and I have the same duties,
must obey the same laws. then we
must have the same rights and
privileges  .And among those are
the rights to Life. to Liberty, and to
the pursuit of happiness

Viil, THE INNER
REVOLUTION

The American  c¢olonies in sign-
mg Jeilerson’s documont had dee-
lared themselves in revolt agamst
Great Britain. Since England most
certainly intended to put a stop to
such rebellious noasense, the Re-
volution meant War This may be
called the Quter Revobution, and
the hero of this part of the Re-
volution 1s the soldier, Goorge
Washington.

:
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But the Declaration spoke of the
rights of human beings that no
government could take away. It
defined governments  differently
from whet they actually were any-
where in the civilized world, It
contained statements that could
have been uscd to justify revolutions
in every nation of Europe. In short,
it was trying to bring about a re-
volution in men’s minds. This may
be called the Inner Revolution, and
its heroes are the thinkers, Benjamim
Franklin, Thomas Paine, and Thomas
Jefferson. The thinker's revolution
was to be Jefferson’s lifelong task.

So now, the Continental Congress
having completed its most impor.
tant task, Jefferson’s eyes turned
once more to Virginia. He refused
to be re-clected to the Congress.
Geoege Wythe followed his example
The two of them hastened home as
fast as they could drive their horses
For the laws of Virginia were about
to be rewritten. Now she wasa
free State. She had clected Pat.
rick Henry her first Governor
Under the King it had been impos-
sible to pass reforms through the
House of Burgesses, now the House
of Delegates. But in a revolution
the minds of men are fluid and
willing to accept change. Jefferson
did not wish to meke himself a die-
tator e did not seck power for
hime<clf. He sought it for tle people,
80 that their lives would be wider,
freer, more self-reliant, and happier.
The “esteem of the world” that he
wanted so mueh was the honest
gratitude of o frec people It may
scem strange that Jefferson was
morc interested in the lows of
Virginia than in  those of the whole
nation. But it must not be for-
gotten that the thirteen former cokn-
nies were not yet a nation by ahy
means. Even after the Declaration
of Irdependence, the Continental
Congress was not making laws for
all.  Jefferson had been back
Virginia & monih when he was m-

fornied thet Congross had elected
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him, along with Silas Deane and
Benjamin Franklin, to go to the
French court to nogotiste treaties
of alliance and commerce with
France. At the hack of Jelferson’s
mind there had always porsisied
the hope that some day he would
go abroad. For three days he Lept
the express waiting while he tried to
make up his mind. Finally he ded-
ded against it. His wife’s health
was too poor to allow her to cross
the ocean Then, 1oo, the hattle
over Virginia’s legal reforms had
just bogun.

The legal revolution that Jefler.
son hud in mind was not a task for
any one man. He had to have
friends, supporters, 1eachers, and
disciples who had some of the qual-
ties that he lacked.

There was nothing finer in
Thomas Jeffer~on’s Dhfe than his
friendship with George Wythe,
Jefferson considered him the best
and most moral man he kncw, and
Wythe in turn idolized his {ormer
pupil. For public busines, however,
Wythe lacked two of Jeflerson’s
most useful qualitics  tact and
patience. He could never conecal
his annoyance at the opposition in
a committee mecting.  Goorge
Moson, anogther of Jellerson’s elderly
fiiends, and author of Virginia’s
constitution, resembled — George
Wythe in personal nobility, but his
talents were more social. He was
very handsome and cut a fine figure
m a ballroom. Mason’s Dill of
Rughts in Virginia’s new constitu-
tion had served as one of Jeflerson’s
models when he drew up the Dee-
laration. Mason supplicd the little
group of stanch revolutionists with
the fiery oratory it needed. Rovolu-
tions also nced young men, who
will carry on the work of mature
men, Just as mature men must base
their work on the study and experi-
ence of older men, Jeflerson’s circle
soon attracted the ideal young man
for its purposes. This was James
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Madison, then twenty-five years
old. Though not as brilliant in
speech or in writing as some of
the others, he was untiring and
persistent, and his ideal of the pat-
riot was Jefferson.

These men, then — —Jefferson,
Wythe, Mason, and Madison—
were the center of the movement
to revolutionize Virginia’s laws,
Patrick Henry, and othors as well,
would sometimes join them {o put
through special measures, but
these four men were cons'ant
their aim %o build up a democratic
state. For, they folt, frecing the
colonies from the English Kins was
not the heart of tiie Revolutim
States may be free and vyeu the
people living in them be sloves
The real Revolution consisted
giving these people a democratic
form of government such as Euiope
did not have. The people themselves
must be allowed to decide m each
case what best served themwr rights to
life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.

England was ruled by an a1is-
tocracy, and the aristocracy had its
power, its wealth, and 1ts wueial
position in the ownership of large
tracts of land. To heep the arsto-
cracy limited to a small numlber of
powerful people, the whole of cach
nobleman’s estate, together nith his
title, passed down intact {o bis
eldest son. The other sons could
shift for themselves, When the
early seftlers came to Virgima. il
wes natural that they should thmk
of living under this same svstem
Lend could be hadalmost for the
asking, and they carved out vast
plantaiions for themselves in the
Tidewater region. The huge grants
of land passed from cldest son to
eldest son. The Tories who opposed
the Revolution came largely from
this class of land-owners Now
Jefferson sat at once that the power
of this class lay 1n the laws that pro-
tected their system of inheritance.
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He would much rather have seen
America populated and governed
by sturdy independent farmers,
with faims not so vast that they
had to bo cultivated by slaves Be-
sides, he considered {he inheritaice
laws themselves very unjust.

If & man died withouti a will,
overything wont to his eldest son
This was called the law of primo-
geniture (primo—first : geniture—
birth) Moreover, he could not always
give hus brothers any of hn land
cven 1f he wanied to  For the land
might be -‘entailed” This meant
that by some provision of his great
grandfather’s will, the land must
always stay intact and eould never
be broken up The heir must pass
1t on to Lis eldest son, at least as
large as he had received it The Vir-
gimans had gone the English one
Detter by permitting Negro slaves
to be entailed along with the land
and houses And, of course, the
larger tho cstates grew under this
sysiem, the more did slaves become
necessary Jefferson’s two measures,
repcaling the law of primogeniture
and the Jaw of entail met with the
most bitter opposition. Jefferson’s
most  scrious opponent was Mr.
Pendleton, who, though he had
finally jomed the Revolution againsg
Tneland was otherwise firmly at-
tached 1o the ancient order of things
Whenever the bills seemed finally
about to pess, Pendleton would
tack on an amendment which would
tura ther 1acaning upside down
1le bLeeame such a nwisance to the
radicals that they always referred
1o him a~ «Moderation’ Pendleton
But Jefferson’s patience was equal
to Pendicton’s, and al last his mea-
sures were aboutl to become & law
Hereafter, when a man died without
Raving a will, his children would
share the inheritance equally,
and his dead hand would not pre-
vent them from doing with it as
they pleased.
was

Jefferson’s next concern

'
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the naturalization of forcigners.
His bill provided that any foreigner
who desired to become a citizen of
Virginia could do so after two years’
residence by declaring in court
his intention of living in the State
thercafier, The wife of a natur-
alized citizen became a citizen with
him, and so did his children who
were under age. All minors who
migrated to Virginie without father
ot mother became eciiizens without
any logal steps when they came of
age.

America hud alway- been en
asylum for Buropeans dissatisfied
with their home countries or perse-
guted in them, and Jefferson meant
to seo that Virginia at lerst would
keep this noble purpose forever
The bill was easily passed.

The next great battle wes not
won with such easc. For defferson
and his friecnds now sel about
establishing religious freedom, an
idea so new and advanced that to
many people it secomed shocking, if
not blasphemous

Most American colonies had
become more or less accustomed to
religious toleronce, that 1s, people
were allowed to profess whatever
religion they chose without being
considered criminals. They could
vorship in their own churches 1n
their own way. But they did not
always have religious frecdom Now,
as a matter of fact, Virginia did not
even have religious tolerance The
Southerners were mnot Puritans
Their church was Episcopalian, or
“Church of England”. There were
pretty strict laws about attending
church on Sunday, but once the
service—net too long—was over,
your duty was done and you conld
do what you pleased with the rest
of tho day But not belonging to
the estahlished religion was quito
a different maiter Tt meant
perseocution both under the law and
beyond it. Only hslf of those

residing in Virginia really belonged
to the established church, yet all
paid its taxes equaily. Further-
more, 10 be legally wed one had to
be manicd by an Episcopalian
minister.

“It does me no injurv,” Jefferson
said, “for my neighbor to say there
are itwenty Gods or no God It
nerther picks my poclzet nor breaks
my leg ...1s uniformity of cpinion
desirable ? No more than face or
stature......Millions ot  1nnocent
men, women, and childier: since the
introduction of Christionity have
been hurat, tortured, fined, and
imprisoned, yct we have not ad-
vanced one inch toward umformity.
The effect of this coercion has been
10 make one Lalf of the world fools
and the other half hypocrites.”

Practically all the Burgesses
were Episcopalians, but the moderat-
es were willing to go hsif way with
Jefferson in his deswwre 10 remove all
religious restrictions and diabilities.
They admitled, for in-tance, that 1t
was unfair to tax people for a
church they did not belong to Why
not, they said, let people specfy
which churches they wished therr
taxesto go to ? Would that not
be religious freedom * But Jefferson
smad No  Any  boargainmg nught
some day be uscl as a bass for
rcligiovs persecution  Religion and
religious support mu-t le made
purely voluntary ¥or eight years
this struggle continucd A$ last,
when Jefferson was 1 France,
Mason and Madwson got his lnll for
the establishment of religious free-
dom passed. Later this principle
of absolute relipious {frecdown was
mscrted mto the Constitution of
the United States as the first
amendment of the Bill of Rights,
chiefly through the efforts of James
Madison. There were during the
Revolution about 230,000 slaves 1n
Virginia. Jefferson himself owned
more than a hundred and fifty. He
had never bought any; they came
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1o him with his father’s and his
wife’s estales.

When Jcfferson first became a
Burgess under & rojul Covernol, he
had begun to werk against the
glave systcm. His first ceunious
propesal was a measure paunutting
freed slaves to live in  Virguaa.
The measurs was defeated. Jeficr-
son had then deuded that nothwug
progressive could be done about
slavery as long &3 a king ~till ruied
the country So, when defferson
was writing the Deeicration of
Independence, he included amwng
the crimes of ihe Kimg the charge
that he had obstructed the colonists’
attempts to lmit the system w1
slavery. But he discovercd thau
many colonists thovglt (xacty as
did the King’s governui~ on this
matter. He was, mwuch tu bis
annoyance, forced lo cro-s out tlus
charge.

But the Declaration still stated
that all men were created five and
equal, and this in one of thefew
countries in the world where slavery
was permitied ! At first Jefferron
wanted to atiack the prollen
directly at s hcart by rmply
having slavery abolinlcd Dut
defferson’s  friends prmted out
many circumstances that made such
a forthright step as abolition scem
impossible. First there 1o~ the
opposition of the Vie inia planters
At a time when in some 1. cion- the
slaves outnumbcred the whites two
to one, it was & dangerous juovecd-
ing suddenly to frec thern The
process should be nwre siadu il
Mason wanted the Ncgroe to he
educated before thcy were freed,
and thought thuat their 1. ~ieds
should be obliged to prepare thowm
for liberty. Finally, Jefforson's own
former experiences with tho slavery
question convineed Inm that the
only sure way of abohsluug slavery
wagto get the slaves retuaily oub
of the country. For he t.ought
that the people who hud once been

s]a.vgs would never be allowed to
live in peace side by side with people
who had once been their maseers.

In \he end Jefferson worked out
2n elabowute plan. All Negro ehild-
ren who were bozu from now on
were to be free and to belong 1o no
one but therr pavents. These child-
ren were to stay with their parents
until they wcre old enough to be
tramed in & trade. Then at public
«xpense they would be taught for-
ming, handie:afis, or seience aceor-
dmng lo their allity When the boys
were twenty-one and the girls eigh-
teen, they wele to be supplied with
touls, seed, cows, horses, and fire-
«tms and be sent Lo some suitable
colony, preferably in Africa. This
toiony was then tu be declared a
free nation by the American govern-
nent. Thrally, at the same time,
Ameriea would be sending out ships
to Europe to bring free white colo-
nists tu take the place of the slaves.
But Jefferson’s cvery attuck on the
<love problem camo up against the
stone wall of the planters’ opposi-
tion. It was not untal 1783 that
Jeffersom’s original mearure, per-
nutting freed slaves to live in Vir-
gma, was pushed through by
AMadison, after a compromise The
act now 1ead that an owner nughy
free & <loveaf he guaranteed that the
freedmen would not beecome a public
charge. In eight vears iy act resul-
ted 1 the frecing of ten thousand
sluves.

As for ti o larger plan, which
if cnacted nasht have saved tlus
comntry frea the Civil War, it did
not even start to  take place until
1822, when James Monroe, a friend
wnd pupnl of Jefferson’s, was Presi-
dent of the United States. In that
vear Jehudi Ashmun brought some-
freed slaves to the West Coust of
Africa, where they started the nation
of Liberia. But by now it was too,
late for the cutton gin had been in-
vonted and slaves had become much
100 valuable to be allowed tu go free.
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In the ideal state which Jeffer-
son was now irying to help build in
Virginia, everyone capable of learn-
ing at all must be cducated, be he
rich or poor How clse could the
c¢itizen understand their rights. be
able to weintain them, and cacresse
with intelligence ther perts in eclf-
goveirment ?  Jefferson thercfore
iaid out a plan for public schooling
that covered the whole rystcm of
education. Fach county was to be
divided up into wards five or six
miles square Each: wurd was to
support a school and a teacher with
tazes collecled frem people who
owned property, whetl ¢e they had
children or not This 15 exactly
how cur modern .clools e1¢ suppor-
ted. Each cluld, rich orjocr, wes
entitled to atlend this school to
learn roeding, vriling w1.d arith-
metic Then in different paris of
the State there were 1o be establi-
shed twenty “grammar schools,”
which would teach Greek, Latin,
geography, and advanced arith-
raetic,. very much lke our hizh
schools. The brightest student fiom
cach ward school was to he sent
to a grammar school on a scholar-
ship. After a two years’ trial, the
brightest of these students were to
be continued at adyanced courses
in the grammar school

At the end of six ycars, half of
the students were to be dusmissed,
some of them to become grammniar
and ward school teachers. The
other haif would be sont 10 Willlam
and Mory for a three-year course m
whatever scicnwos they chose Thus
the brightest boys would be edu-
cated entirely Ly the State. Jeffer-
son’s educational proposals wele
adopled only s&fter many yealo,
and then only piecemcal, and never
in their entirety. In 1746 Jefferson’s
friends finally managed to get
passed that part of his education
bill dealing with 1the lowest grade
schools, but only with an amend-
ment  that made it quite worth-
less. The amendment left it

to the magistrates of cach county
o decide whether they should have
ward schools or not. As the magis-
trates were the big land-owners of
the countics and as the cost of
education was to he borne by the
wealthy classes (who had private
tutors for their own children), very
few ward schools were estabiished.

Now that there was no king,
no cours, no Enghsh Parliament
to Iook after Virginie's laws, evory-
oue realized that sume rovisions
would have to be made in the pre-
sent statutes. For this task of
adaptmg the old code of lans to a
republican form of government, the
Viginia legislature sclected their
three best writers of laws : Thomas
Jefferson, George Wythe, and
Edmund Pendleton.

Jefferson was given the most
anaent Biitish laws to remodel,
those that were older than the
founding of the colony of Virgimia.
Wythe took the British laws up to
the Declaration of Independence.
And Pendlcton was put in charge
of the laws passed by Virginia her-
self.

Joflerson saw that the first big
sweeping reform would have to do
with the death penalty. For hfe
was cheap in the English law of
those days, much cheapcr thena
little property, and men were some-
times hanged for so small a erime
asstealing a loaf of bread Jefferson,
Wythe, and Pendleton, for once
unonrmous,  recommended the
abolition of the dcath penalty for
all erimes except murder and high
irceson. But it took the legislature
eleven years to make this recom-
mendation law.

In going over the ancient laws
Jefferson was foreibly reminded of
the difficult time he and Dabney
C'air had had as students in follow-
ing the involied language of ¢old
Coke,” He therefore determined
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that, while he was rewriting these
laws, he might as well cast them
into as simple and clesr a style as
he was capable of. Wythe joined him
in this Students cof the law in Vir-
ginia today have Jefferson to thank
if their studies are somewhat ecasier
than elsewhere.

The “Revised Laws” were put
bofore the Assembly in the form
of 126 separate bills  As wusual the
faithful Madison took up the colossul
lask of getting them pasced By
plugging and hammering away he
managed in six years to get 56 of
them adopted

IX. WARTIME GOVERNGCR

While Jefferson and his friends
were fighting to make their country
a better place to live in for future
citizens, the news that poured in
from the various battle fronts was
disheartening enough. But late in
1777 there came the joyous surpriso
of Burgoyne's surrender av Sara-
toge This great news had among
other things two important results
for our story. Furst, 1, hrought
France in as an ally of the young
republic  Secondly, four thousand
prisoners of war were fent to be
quartered in Virginia

The troops with thew officers
who were encamped in .\lbemarle
County, within sight of Monticello,
included many Hessuans. Jefferson
saw them arrive after seven hundred
mles of dreary march, and he was
struck with yuty for the dismal
condition and prospects of these
men, mostly impressed solduers
whose hearts were not in their task.
Among the German officers, who
had no cause to bear the revolu-
lionary colonies ill-will, were men
of true European culture, and soon
the Jefferson had formed many
delightful new acquaintances in
the neighborhood. He threw open
to the officers his gardens, his house,
his library. Even General Phillips,

commander of the English prisoners,
whom Jefferson described as the
proudest man of the proudest naticn,
entercd into the spirit of neighlor-
lincss.  Acknowledging Jefferson’s
politeness he sent him the following
wvitation : “The British officers
intend to perform a play next
Saturday at the Barracks I shall
be extromely happy to have the
honor to attend you and Mys.
Jefferson in my box «t the theater
should you or that lady be inclmed
to go.”” Jefferson wrote a friend :
1t 13 for the benefit of mankind
to mitigate the horrors of war as
much as possible. The vpractice,
therefore, of modern nations, of
treating captive enemies with polite-
ness and generosity, is not only
delightful in conticmplation, but
really interesting 1o all the world—
friends, foes, and neutral

In 1779 Thomas Jefferson be-
came Governor of Virginia That
State then embraced much more
territory than it does now 1t ex-
tended as far west as the Misissippi
and included all the land that we
now call Virginia, West Virgina,
Kentucky, and a great part, hesides,
of what is now Ohiwo, Indiana, and
lilnois In other ways, too, Virginia
was pracucally a nation 1n its own
right It could borrow money on its
own account, and two days after
Jefferson’s  imauguration, Virgima
ratified a treavy with France, quite
as though it were an independoent
power,

The alliance with France had a
few undesirable eonserjuences as
well as many good ones. For one
thing there was a chamnge of spirig
on both sides Now that France
was to send over troops, volunteer-
ing on this side dropped off There
was not now sucha feeling of des-
porate need as thore had been

On the other band this alllanee
made the English more ruthless Now
they feared that the colonies would
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become French possessions, they
fought harder and also went more
systematically about the business
of laying waste the land. Burgoyne’s
surrender had to be made up for,
and the South, since it was less
populated, secemed more casv to
congquer.

Now the British werc cuming
up from the south through Noith
Carolina. Jefferson deiermined to
keep them out of Virginia at all
costs To do this he hLad to put all
his hopes in General Gates, who
was opposing  the Enghsh urmy m
North Carolina. He cent Gates all
the resources in men and ammuni-
tion hoe eould spare.

But many Virgimians looked on
with anxiety ss Virgimuii's means
of defensc pourcd into the Carolinas
Virginien soldiers should be fighung
Virginia’s baltles, that is, in Virginiy,
they thought While still sirainmg
every resource to send Gates sap-
plies, Jefferson recerved the dread-
ful news that the Americans had
been disastrously defeated at Car:-
den, South Carolina. In one batuie
all the materials that Virginia had
spent v 0 months in coliccting wele
lost to the enemy. All their sacri-
fices had been in van: The British
would now 1nvade Virginia. Jeficer-
son’s critirs raised a louder mue-
mur

Fortunately for Jefftrson’s peace
of mind, the Virgmian forces had
carried ouv at least onc successful
campaign. In accordance with the
new DBritish plan of wasting the
South, a Brmtish goneral named
Hamilton had spent the wmter of
1779 persuading the chiefs of some
Indian tribes to attack the Ameri-
cans. The Indians took no prisoners
preferring scalps, and, of course,
drew no sharp lines hetwcen soldiers
and civilians, men and women.
Colonel George Rogers Clark, a
former neighbor of Jeiferson’s, had
been sent into the western forests
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with a tiny army of 130 frontiers.
men to take Hamilton. Though
tho feat seemed incredible Clark
actually did surprise and capturo
Hamilton with all his white forces
early in the spring. Hemmlton and
two other officers were brought to
Williamsburg, the others relessed
on parole. From now on Virginia
did not have to gusrd its nestern
{rontier against invasion. It could
tern its whole energies to stopping
the British army advancing in the
south

Ieunwhile. {Le victorious Britich
in the Carolinas were {aking several
months o reach the Virginia bordes.
Agam and agein they were checked
by guerrilla troops Al {he same
time Virginia was being threatened
on o new front A dozen armed
vessels had enchored in Chesayeake
Bay. They landed troops  Virginia
held its breath, but nothing happen-
ed. Theso ships had been ordered
to wait for Cornwallis, and 1the

Carolina guerrillas wore keeping
Coruwallis away. The ships sct

soil again aftor waiting more than a
month. No sooner did Virginia
seem safe again than a messenger
gallopcd into the capital to say that
twenty-seven  warships had been
sighted entering Chesapeake Bay
The messenger had not waited to
meke out what flags the ships flew
This was Sunday, Duccmber 21,
1780 It was not until Tuesday that
the Governor learncd that the ships
weie British, and that thev were
makmg their way vp the Jaiaes
Tustantly Jefferson called out the
wmilitza and gave orders to remove
all war supplies to a pomt ahove
Richmond, where the James wa-
not navigable because of rapids.

Thursday evening the Governor
recerived mnews that the British
troops nnder the renegade Benedict
Arnold had landed. Jefferson found
lumself alone, all the members of
the government being away on duty
or engaged In removing therr fami-
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lies from: danger. There was not in
Virginia a militery forco large
enough to stop Arnold’s troops. And
Jefferson himself was no sold:er.

Sending his own family to a
relative in Tuckehoe, he mounted a
horse and raced to superintend the
transporiation of the war supplics
across the rver for some hours,
then at midnight ho gelloped oft
to Tuckahoe 10 sce thav his family
wos safely put across the river. At
doylight ran and horse, both tired
and unfed, galloped hack to super-
vise the transpary of the last stores
from Richmond acro.s the Jarnes
Just belore reaching R ‘:mond
Jeflerson discovered that it was
already m the hands of the enumy,
and turned off just in time to fHllow
the stores. Then he hunted up
Baron von Steuben’s camp (o get
the advice of the only trained com-
mander within reach.

Arnold was in Richmond trying
to eripple the town in the shortest
possible time by raiding and burn-
ing. Meanwhile, the Virgina
militia was massing around him
Luckily for Arnold, the wind shifted,
s0 that he could board his ships,
sail down the river and away. The
raid was over.

Jefferson had heen in the saddle
for three and a half days when he
rode into Richmond on the heels
of Benedict Arnold Me must now
take up a Job that was as little to
his liking as a {ask could well be
For from this tzme on Jefferson was
virtually & militery dictator All
civil government had practically
ceased to exist

Virginia was now harried on all
sides. To the east Benedict Arnold
was pillaging the State in spite of
Steuben’s and Lafayctie’s attempts
to check him To the south Corn-
walls and Tarleton had at last
burst acruss the border and were
swocping northward. In the western

counties the Indiang were again on
the war path, it was said. Finally
the British fleet swooped down
unexpectediy here and there on 1he
coast,

In response to repoated ealls for
help Washington had at lest sent
“the boy Lafryette” to Virginia,
This youthful major general had
already been in America four years
befers he entered Richmond in
March 1781 From thewr first
meetmg Jefferson and  Lafayette
became dear and lifelong friends

Huriiedly the legislature met
and empowered the Governor to
call out the militia, to confiscate
wagons, horses, food, equipment,
clothing, and Negroes He was also
to arrest diloyal Tories Tle was
t0 issue money  In shortl, the man
who had fought with every weapon
v make wen free was given such
tyrannical powers as no royal
Governor had cver enjoyed

Four time. in Jefferson’s second
term of office the legislature had to
flee Lefore the cnemy. Turst in
January 1781 when Arncld sacked
Richmond , then in March, and
then again in May. when the enemy
armies were 0 close that the fow
members who were left deciled after
that 1o meet in Charlottesville near
Monticello  From there they were
again foreed 1o leave by the arrival
of General Tarleton and his white
dragoons. Jefferoon himself barely
escaped capture. On June lst
Jeiferson’s term as Qovernor was
up DBut because of the constant
danger, there were never enough
legslaturs gathered together ot any
one time 1o permit of a legal vote.
The month of May passed ; Virginia
was without a goeinor,

When the dispersed  legislature
finally met together again on June
7, the members were irrtable and
nervous  They had to bave some-
one to blome, and 1t was only
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natural that Jefferson should come
in for a good share of spite.

Hadn’t they told him not to
sond all their supplies and men to
Gencral Gates m the Carolinas ?
Now, see where they were, harried
on four sides by the foc. The legis-
lators who were busily crying, ©I
told you s0,” were now jomed by
the older enemies of Jofferson, the
conservatives, the men who had
fought against the abolition of the
entail, who hated him for winning
religious liberty for Virgmia George
Nicholas, & young representative
from Jefforson’s own county of
Albemarle, rose up and accused the
former Governor of failing in his
duty by allowing Bencdict Arnold
to terrorize the State Jefferson’s
friends jumped to his defense. But
Jefferson himsclf was profoundly
shocked. It seemed so obvious to
him that in the thirteen years he
had been in public service, he had
always worked for the State’s best
interests both in the present and
the future. Amazed and hurt, he
got a friend to secure from Nicho-
las a list of the formal charges the
latter intended to biing againsi
him. Through the same friend le
sent Nicholas the answers he
intended to make. Then he
retired to the country to brood over
the ingratitude of his State Before
he retired for good, as he thought,
he answered one more challenge to
his prineiples and did his State one
more service. At this last meeting
of the legislature one party began
to agilate for a dictator. “The
very thought,” said Jefferson, “was
treason against the people, was
treason  against mankind in
general.” He united his friends,
who were still in the majority, to
defeat the project.

He knew, however, that what
the country nceded at its head in
these warlike times was, if not a
dictator, at least a soldier, but one
legally elected. So he turned his

last political efforts to the election
of General Nelson as his own
SUCCESSOT.

General Nelson had been onc of
the mainstays of Jeflerson's admi-
nistration. He supported it with
his name, his military talents, and
money from his vast estates. When
he was elected, he wont very con-
scientiously about his task of being
a military emergency Governor.
Virginia had a taste of the dictetor-
ship it seemed to want

Nelson forced men into the
army, impressed wagons, horses,
slaves, and supplics. DBut he sue-
coeded in pleasing his countrymen
no better than the previous
Governor, although he had sacri-.
ficed health and fortune for them.
After holding his office six months,
he threw it up and he, too, went
before the Assembly to answer
charges made against him.

In the meantime Jefferson was
still on his wife's estate, Poplar
Forest, in Bedford County, waiting
for the Assembly to convene again.
Then he would go to face his
accusers, answer them, and retire to
private life permanently, never to
acecept public office again.

In August, Lafayette brought
Jeflerson a letter from the President
of the Continental Congress. It
contained exciting news: Jefferson
had been appomted to represent
the voung United States abroad
But he could not go until he had
personally answercd those accusa-
tions He declined the offcr.

Before the legislature met again,
the war was over. Cornwallis had
surrendered at Yorktown. Virginia
was free of its invaders, it was
deliriously bappy ; it did not re-
member petty grudges. When, a
month later, in November, Jefferson
ran for the Assembly in Albemarle
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County, he was elected without a
dissenting vote.

Grimly Jefferson rose up in his
place. The House would be pleascd
to remcmber thai accusations
against him hrd been hinted at the
last session. Would the members
in question pleasc repeat the ac-
cusation ? He was prepared to
meet and answer them.

There was no reply George
Nicholas had purposely stayed
away. After a silence, Jefferon

calmly read off the points as he had
received them through his friend
Then he answered them pomt by
point. He sat down.

Immediately another member
stood up and offered a resolution
thenking Jefferson for his ‘ampar-
tial, upright, and attentive admi-
nistration.” It was passed unani-
mously by Loth Council and
Assembly.

But at the next mecting of the
House, Jefferson did not appear.
True to his vow, he had returned
to Monticello, determined to spend
the rest of his life as a private
citizen. The friends who had been
indignant at the treatment Jefferson
had received at the hands of pohiti-
cal adversaries, were now hecoming
indignant at Jefferson’s own pride
and exaggerated sensitivity. They
knew how important he was to
them and to their plans for a demo-
cratic republic. They did mnot
hesitate to chide him to his face.
Jamos Monroo wrote dircetly to
Jefferson and told him what the
people were saying  Jefferson
answered him that he had examined
his heart and was convinced that
every fiber of political ambition had
been torn out The disapproval
of men who had worked with him
and bad known his aims was a
shock for which he had not been
preparcd. I felt,” he ends the
letter, «that these injuries had in-

flicted a wound on my spirit which
only will be cured by the all-healing
grave.”

George Nicholas, some time
later, published a letter containing
a handsome apology Now Jefferson
was left with almost no excusc for
sulking in lus rotirement.

X. RETURN TO BATTLE

What fortified Thomas Jefferson
in his resolve to stay out of politics
was the fun he got out of heing
home. There were so many -
terests ho had had no time for while
at Philadelphia and Williamsburg
and during the feverish two years
of his governorship

First and foremost among these
hobbies was the completion of
Monticello and its grounds.

In becoming a gentleman far-
mer, Jefferson was fulfillng one of
his two 1deals of the completely
satisfactory life. His sccond ideal
was the life of the scientist Al-
ready m his college days Jefferson
had learned from Professor Small
to prefer exact information to hazy
general statements So for five years
he had kept o very close account of
the amount of rain that fell in the
ncighborhood, the eoldest tempera-
ture and the hottest as revealed by
the thermometer, and the divestion
the winds Dblew. Even now at
Monticello Jelferson recorded the
appearance and disappearance of
snow and 1ce, of the leaves of the
d.fferent trees, of the buds and
fruits of the orchords, of the ticks
and fireflies, and of many birds He
observed the day of the year that
each of the vegetables and fruits
and berries reached his table.

All this information went into
notebooks. Every conceivable fact
of inferest about Virgima that
Jefferson ever heard had vone into
those notebooks Every observation
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that might be useful to himself or
his neighbors he jotted down. So
thorough was Jefferson’s descrip-
tion of the natural resources. the
products, the inhabitants, the
boundaries, and the laws and cus-
toms of his State that, without in-
tending it, he became Ameriea’s
first real geographer.

Since the birth of her second
child Mrs, Jefferson had nover quite
regained her strongth, growing
weaker and weaker with time, On
September 6, 1782, she lost her long
dreary fight for hfe Mrs Jeffer<on
left, bewides her namesak~ Martha,
two other little daughtiers —Mary,
who was four, and Lucy Ehzabeth,
an mnfant Thomas Jefferson pro-
mised himself to be hoth father and
mother to them  He hoped {o heal
his grief for }iartha by caring for
her children

The country’s affairs were now
being run by the Congress establi-
shed by the Articles of Confedera-
tion, which had finally been ratified
in 1781. While still at Amphill,
Jeflerson received word from this
Congress that he had been appoint-
ed a minister and was to go to Paris
to help Benjamin Franklin and John
Jay conclude the final treaty of
peace with England. Jefferson's
friends, knowing of hug wifo's death,
now hoped that he would be willing
to return to public life

As a matter of fact, Jefferson
was more than willing He was
eager. Here was an opportunity
to lose himselfin hard work and
important services.

It was midwinter when Jeffer-
son hurried to Baltimore to embark
on the French frigate that was to
take him abrozad. Put he found
the frigate frozen in the ice and the
English flect still blockading the
harbor. Before these difficultics
were overcome, the belated mails
arrived with the news that the first

drafc of the peace {reaty had al-
ready Doen signed. Jefferson wasn’t
noedod. Was he destined nover to
pee Brinee ?

Jfferson returned to Monticello.
There hoe spent a dismal summer,
He worked hard as usual but he no
Ionger look any joy in his work.

Tn the meantime, Jefferson’s
frionds were still busy at getting
him back into the thick of politics
That summer he was chosen to ro-
presant Virginia at the Congress
of the Confederation His duties
began in November.

One of the Congress’s pressing
tasks was to cstablish a money
svstem for the new nation [ was
natural at first to thuk of adopting
the Dritish system of comage Four
faithings make one penny, iwelve
pennies make one shilung, twenty
shillings make a sovereign or one
pound ; besides which, twenty-one
shillings make a guinea, two ohill-
ings make a florin. and two znd a
half shillings make a half ¢rown
At the thought of this jumble, Jeffer-
son and several others threw up
their hands in dismay. Here was
a brand-new republic starting from
serai eh-—why not crcate a sensible
svstem while they had the chanee ?

When Gouverncur Morris pro-
poscd the decimal system we
now have, Jefferson immediately
agreed with him. This meant that
cach coin could be reckoned in
torms of other coins by tens Trn
mills make one cent , ten cents
make one dime ;ter: dimes make one
dellar , ten dollars make one eagle ;
and so on. The Spanish dollar was
made the basis of American cur-
reney. The vworld mill comes from
the Latin and means a thousandth ;
the word ccut means hundredth ,
and dire means a tenth,

The most 1mportant work done
by Jefferson at this Congress was
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the plan he drew up for the govern-
ment of the Northwest Terntory,
which had been surrendered by
Virginia to the Confederacy. Tirst
of all Ins plan proposcd that all
territory now owned or later to be
acquired hy the United States
should be divided up into States.
This provided a framework for the
growth of the country. It made
expansion a national instead of a
Btate question. It prevented the
creation of two differeni kinds of
citizens, some belonging to States
and some to the United States only
Jefferson obviously had at the back
of his mind a dream of a vasi
empire, composed of many great
States, closely bound up togethcr

TFurthermore, Jefferson’s plan
provided for the government of
these torritorics before thoy be-
came States The inhabitants might
create their own temporary guvern-
ments as long as they fulfilled 1wo
conditions. First, tliese gotvemments
must be republicon in form and
must admit no person to citizen-
ship who held a hereditary title.
Secondly, after the year 1800 there
should be no slavery in any of this
territory.

Finally., any part of this terri-
tory could be admitted into the
union as a State “on an equal foot.
ing” with the original thiricen, as
soon as it had as many f{rce in.
habitants &s the least popuious of
those original thirteen States

When Jefferson presented this
plan to Congress, it was adoptied and

ratified—but only after a liitle
amendment had Dbeen  in-erted
which removed the conditions

about hereditary titles and slavery
In spite of these changes, the adop-
tion of Jefferson’s plan for the
treatment of TUmted Staies terri-
tories moalkes him the father of the
American system of State-making.
Itis thanks 1o him that a vitizen
of California is preecisely the same

kind of American citizen as the
citizen of Massachusetts.

The last great task Jefferson
engaged in while at the Congress
was also intended to umte and
strengthen the new republic Ile
proposed thst ministcrs be sent {o
all the Kuropean nations to nego-
tiate commercial treaties. Europe
should learn to look upon the
United States as a single nation.
Jeffcrson drew up a list of «Instruc-
tions’ for American ambassadors
at all forcign rapitals  They con-
temed not only rules for making
corrmereial treaties but also a sot
of regulations for the morc humane
conduct of wars American ministers
were 10 try to got all the IEnropean
governments to pledge themselves
te follow these regulations

Jeflirson’s  regulations forbade
privatecring, the molesting of
neutrals, and the injuring of farmers,
fishermen, or other civiians. There
was to Lo no confiseation of pro-
perty. no crow ding of prisoners mto
vnheelthy places, no ravaging of
seacoasts  War, in short, was to be
kept purely a matter of armies, of
soldicrs and sailors

These < Instruetions™ were adopt-
ed whole-heortedly.

X1, FRANCE

On ihe day that Congress adopt-
ol Jofferson’s “Tnstructions” for
mimeteis abroad it elso appointed
him & sort of roving minister to
Turope BHis duties would be to
expluin hue document {o Benjamin
Tranklin and John Adams, who
were slready in Paiis, and to aid
them in drawing un new ireaties.

On July 5, 1784, the day after
the eighth anniversary of the sign-
ing of the Declaretion of Indepen-
dence, the vesscl ('cres set out trom
Bosion  On board were M The-
n.es Jeiferson  and  hiy daunglhiter
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mistress Martha, on a mission to the
court of France.

The Jeffersons first took lodgings
in Paris so that they might get
acquainted with the city before
they settled down for good. Then
her father put Martha in one of the
famous convent schools to finish her
education as a lady. Later he sent
for his second daughter Polly and
placed her in the same school.

In Paris Jefferson was very busy
indeed First he bad to explain to
Frankhn and Adams the new ins-
tructions for making treaties, includ-
ing the new rules of warfare. Then
the three mimsters bad to draw up
special treatios to send to the many
different courts of Europe. Most of
this work was carried on in Frank-
lin’s home at Passy, o suburh of
Paris.

Soon the three American dip-
lomats had worked oui a model
treaty based uponrr Jefferson’s Ins-
tructions”.  Franklin struck off
some copies on his own little prin-
ting press and scnt them around to
the French statesmen.

The first to sign the treaty with
America was Frederick the Great of
Prussia. Negotiations were started
with Denmark and with Tuscany
Then Franklin finally received his
permission to go home. an- Jefferson
was made ambassador in his
place.

With Franklin gone homc and
Adams sent to England as American
minister to that country, Jefferson
became both ambassador and consul
at Paris. Thut is, he took care not
only of all diplomatic matters but
also commcreial ones.

Early in 1786 Jefferson roceived
&n encouraging messago from
London. England, wroic John
Adaras, scoms at last ready to enter
into a friendly treaty with her

former colonies. Would Jefferson
join Adams in London and help
carry it through ? Jefferson was
delighted at the prospect of win-
ning back the friendship of the
mother country. He hastened to
London, where the two American
ambassadors quickly drew up a
bricf treaty.

Coming from his kindly, warm-
hearted Paris, Jefferson was shocked
ati the treatmont he found Adams
subjected to. ““On my presentation,
as usual, te the King and Quecn at
their levees,” he wrote later, «it
was impossible for anything to be
more ungracions than their notice
of Mr Adams and myself.”” To the
Americans’ proposals the Minister
of Foreign Affairs was cold, conde-
scending, and evasive. Ile never
seemed to be able to grant ihem
their requests for an interview,
always having pressing engagements
st the time.

After seven weeks of this cool
contempt, Jefferson gave up and
returned to his French home. Jef-
ferson therefore sympathized with
the Trench ministers when they
complained that American trade
went mostly 1o England, despite
the fact that Frarice wzs a better
friend to the United Stcies than
was Oreat Britein. But Trance,
Jefterson had to reply, had a very
high {ariff against imported goods.
Americans could not sell their goods
in France, and hence they could not
afford to buy there. e urged the
French to try out lower tardls and
even freo trade  He himself be-
came quite convinecd of the super-
iu1idy of free trade over tariffs.

Jefferson kept a constant stream
of information flowing from France
10 America. Four ecolleges—Yale,
Harvard, William and Mary, and
the Colloge of Philadelphia—received
letters from him  regularly on any
new ventions and discoveries that
he might have come across or heard
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of. He even suggested lists of books
that he thought should be included
in their hibraries. Out of gratitude
for these services Yale sent him an
honorary degrec in 1786 and a year
later Harvard did the same He
was the first to send to .\merca
news of the success of Watl's stcam
engine “by which a peck and a half
of coal performs as much work s
horse in a day.” He became excited,
along with the rest of France, over
the new experiments with halluons,
and studied the new seience of
aeronauties.

One day while walking m the
country near Paris Jefferson fell on
his right hand and Lroke lus wrist.
It turned out to be a compound
fracture, that is, the broken bone
had been driven into the flesh, and
it was never properly set by the
surgeon. Jefferson’s right wrist was
ever after stiff and weak It remain-
ed to the end of his lifc a handicap
that he never quite overcame 1i
stopped the vinlin playing for good.
but he learncd in time to write with
his left hand almost as well as with
his right

XII. THE FAMILY ABROAD

Events of tremendons import-
ance were taking place m France.
The Revolution had 1eally started

The winter of 1788-89 had been
a frightful one in Paris, and the
news from the rest of France was no
better. The countiy was m the
grip of a depression There was
such a shortage of bread that among
the aristocracy it became the smart
thing for invited dinner gucsts to
bring their own along with them

Jefferson wrote a lettor to
America, which was published in
the papers, asking for flour America
sent France 35,000 barrels of flour
as a result of this appeal

In French ejes, the writer of the

Declaration of Independence was
the great apostle of the religion of
liberty. He was not simply a
theorst, a man who talked lavge
ideas , he was a practical statesman,
a man who had drafted Virgmia’s
Bull of Religous Freedom and had
drawn up a complete plan for pub-
lie education.

Liberals and reformers like
Lnfavette therefore 1thought it a
great piece of good Iuck that Jeffer-
son should bhe present at what pro-
mised to be the dawn of a new era
m the hwstory of France. But
sympathetic though Jeilerson might
be with Lafayette’s political friends,
and willing to give themn the help
thev expected, he had after all been
sent by his own government to the
King of Trance, and it would be
peor retuin for the hospitality he
had recerved to axd mn plots agninst
the King's goyernment

On the other hand, Jefferson was
very much mdebted to  Lafayette.
After his visit to the United
States m 1724, Lafayette had re-
wurned to become the protector of
Amercan interests m France. Now
he was twning to Jefferson for
encouragement and advice. How
could Jeflerson refuse him ? Onee,
for mstance, the Marquis asked if
he conld bring a little party of eight
men to Jeflerson s house for dinner,
When these mine Trenchmen sal
down at Jefftrsons table, they
turned out to be members of the
new Patriot Party who had come
together to decide whether represen-
tatives to the new assembly ought
to he elected or hereditary, and
whether the King should be allpwed
to veto the laws they passed. After-
wards Jeflferson was afraid that in
taking part, even silently, in such
a scditious gathering he had not
observed the proper ctiquetie for a
Minister of the United States  So
he went to the French Minster of
Foreien Affars and rdferred very
delicately 1o what he had done But
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it seemed that the Foreign Minister
knew all about it and quite ap-
proved.

Again, in July 1789, at the
supreme moment of the Revolution,
when the Estates General had meot
to decide the future of the nation.
this bedy paid homage to Jefferson
For the commuttee it had appointed
to draft a constitution called on
this foreigner to sit 1 at ils ses-
sions and favor 1t with hiw advice.
This honor, too, Jefferson had to
deeline for diplomatic reasons

Just about <his time Presudent
Washington finally sent Jefferson
permussion to come home for a six
months’ vacation By the tame the
news of this had reached Jefferson
and he could get ready and find a
ship for Amcrica, the months of
July, August, and September shp-
ped by. In these months the Revo-
lution was in full swing. Jefferson
wanted to stay, but go he must
In any case he intended to be hack
soon.

XIII. <A REPUBLICAN COURT?”

A few days before Jefferson’s
ship left Le Havre, the first Presi-
dent of the TU'nited States named
him the first Secretary of S:ate

Jefferson did nct recewve the
official appointment un'il he landed
in Norfoll. His first impulse was
simply to refuse the honor France
was on the edge of great events,
and it would be a pity not to he
there when they happened  But
Jefferson finally let himself be con-
vinced that his country needed him
more in New York than it did in
Paris. In the middle of February
1790 he formally accepted the post.
His daughter, Mademoiselle Martha,
was t0 be married the next week
to her cousin, Thomas Mann
Randolph.  Shortly after the
wedding Jefferson  left Monticello
to take up his duties in New

York, then the capital of the
Federal government. At Philadel-
phia he stopped and visited Frank-
lin  The old man. shockingly thin
but cheerful £s ever, was confined
to his bed A month later Jefferson
was very glad he had had this talk
with his old friend America’s wisest
citizen was dead

During Jefferson’s absence in
France, his disciple Madison had be-
come the foremost man in the
House of Representatives There
was thorefore no better man to tell
Jefferson what had happened at the
(‘onstitutional Convention, what
problems had been solved, and
which still awaited solution

When Jefferson, in Paris, had
first heard of the proceedings of the
Convention, he had been very sus-
pictous of the “bhundle of com.
promuses”’ it hid  turned out asa
Constatution  Fe thought too much
power was bemng given to a Presi-
dent, who might be re-clected over
and over again, and not enough to
the people’s Representatives And
where was the citizen's protection
against the sort of tyranny the
Revolution had been fought over ?
He wrote tn Madiron suggesting
that, after a certamn number of
States had accepted the Constatution,
the others should hold out against
adoption untila Bull of Rights had
been included Jefferson wanted the
United States Government solemnly
1o bind 1tself never to permip
certam acts. It should guarantee
frec specch, free press, freedom of
assembly, freedom of rehgion, and
trial by jurvin all cases. Healso
wanted to see standing armies and
monapolies, or trusts, forbidden.

Most of these ideas were also be-
ing fought for at home by George
Mason and others. Eventually
Madison got the first session of
Congress to pass the first ten amend-
ments to the Constitution as the
nation’s Bill of Rights. But even
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before this Jefferson had been won
over to thinking that the Constitu-
tional Convention had done as well
as might be oxpected

To Jefferson, fresh from a
country that was always singing
the praises of America’s *republican
simplicity”’, the most striking fea-
ture of American society was its
growing snobbishness. As Secretary
of State Jefferson was 1nvited out
to homes that were considered the
“best souiety,” and these he dis-
covered were the homes of old
Tories Before Jefferson’s arrival,
this clique of ¢Dbest people” had
been ridiculously exated over the
title to be used mn addressing Mr.
Washington. All the titles of the
princes of Kurope were closely caa-
mined. KEven Vice President John
Adams was horrified that the Chief
Executive of this ¢ untry should be
addressed simply as ©Mr. Presi-
dent ” But M:.dison, as Speaker of
the House of Representatives, made
the dry suggestion that Adams read
the Constitution, whero Mr  Wash-
ington's title was plunly ziven —
“President of the United States ™

It was Ilamilion’s idea to keep
the President as maceessible to the
people as was the King of England
Now and then Washington might
invite 1mportant personuges to
dinner, but on such oceaswns he
was not to remain long at the table
Senators, since they were the .Ame-
rican substitute for a Ilouse of
Lords, could speak to the President
face to face, but not more Repre-
sentatives, and certainly n. foreigner
with a rank lower than that ot
Ambassador. Jefferson did not ke
all this royalism. A nation based
on the Declaration of Independence
had no business acting as did the
society of New York and Philadel-

phia  Jefferson’s opinions were far
from popular among America’s
new would-be aristocrats Though

they could not have titles, they
could stall pride themselves on their

wealth It was this early in our
history that there began to show it-
self what others have always aceus-
ed Americans of having as a reh-
gion—the worship of wealth.

The high priest of this vigorous
little religion was Alexander Hamil-
ton, Washington’s Secrctary of the
Treasury Born in the West Indies,
as & boy Hamilton had always
dreamed of  beeoming a great
general  When he was  (fteen,
a hureiane swept the 1sland of St.
(ro1x Hamlton wrote such a brii-
Lani account of 1t for o newspaper
that a public subseription was taken
up to send this yonng genius to
Anxcrica to be educated  When the
Revolution broke out, he was a
student at  King's College, now
Columbia University At seventeen
he wrote some very popular pam-
phlets i favor of the ¢olonies and
at ninsteen he became a lieutenant
colonel and aade to General Washing-
ton IIamulton was so good &b
composition that Washington kept
him as hiy seeretery, though the boy
begged for a command in the field.
This was not given to him until the
battle of Yorktown

After the peace treaty Hamilton
served as o member of tho fiest
Congress hut lus duties soon con-
vinced him that the United States
had an wnsati-factory form of
government. He heesme one of the
lec ders in ealhing torether the Con-
stitutional  Conmvention  Later he
workcd hke a Titan to have ihe
Constitutton  adopted, though he
privately consdered it a  rather
spindless e ifarr

In tho first place he did not
think the Federal government cen-
trolized enough, He wantcd the
President : nd Senators elected for
life  The President was to have
more powers than even Kimg Goorge
was unsuceessfully  ashne for He
thought the Governors of the vars-
vus States should be appointed by
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the President and the Senate. Only
men of property should have the
voto. Offered the post of Sceretary
of the Treasury, Hanulton accepted
the position cageily. threw him-
self into the work, took on a greal
number of tasks, and soon began
to consider humself a sort of prime
minister.

This was the man who met
Jefferson on his arrival at New
York. As the two faced each other,
neither knew, at least Jefferson
did not know, that they werein
reality hitler enemies For themrs
were two different types of minds
that are always m conflict with each
other—and this tune the prize of
the content would be the future of
America  Hamilton saw all glory
in the past, Jefferson in the future
Jefferson had ai first objected to
the Constitution because it had no
Bill of Rights protecting the citizen
against tyranny , Hamlton’s oljee-
tions were on the ground thai the
central government did not have
enough power. It was enough for
an idea to De now and untried for
Jefferson to be interested in 1t and
for Hamilton to be suspicious of 1t.

In the eighteenth century a new
idea was gaiming ground through-
out the envilized world  Jeffor<on’s
mind and temperament were of the
kind to be most impressed by this
idea. The 1dea was called ‘-pro-
gress” Hitherto people had usually
been afraid of change, of the future,
of the unknown. But science on the
one hand, and the Ameriean Revo-
lution on the other, had jproved
that changes could be for the hetter,
that the future was full of changes
anyway, that the unknown was
like & mine full of gold waiting to
be dug up

Hence you faced the future with
oplimism and courage, with faith
and hope In other words 3ou
triecd to keep the attitude of a
young man instead of an old one.

To Hamilton, all this was nonsense.
Whatever existed was better than
whatever did not yet exist. Once
John Adams said that the British
form of government would be the
best in the world if you took away
the corruption that went with it.
Hamilton replied at once that with-
out its corruption it would be less
perfeet. Corruption made it possible
for the «best people”, the wealthy,
to run things as they pleased, and
whatever the <best people’ pleased
was best. Hamilton was the leader
of the government party, the Fed-
eralists, and the strong man of
Washington's first Cabinot.

There were only four members in
thas first Cabinet. Besides Jefferson
and Hamilton, therc were General
Knox, Sccretary of War, and
Edmund Randolph, Attorney Gen-
cral General Iknox stood four-
square behund 1Tomilton  His pet
ideas were a sta wling army and the
abolition of all State governments
Edmund Randolph was a distant
cousm of Jefferson’s, the ron of the
John Randolph who quit the colon-
1s to go to live in England.
Edmund Randolph had enlisted
with Washington as soon as his
lather left {he country He had
later been a Governor of Virginia.
He was the sort of man who could
not quite make up his mind be-
canse he could always sce both
sides of an argument. The rosult
was that he would go with the side
that pushed him hardest.

None of these things did Jeffer-
son know when, on his arrival in
New York, he was met by the
Sccretary of the Treasury, who
walked him up and down in front
of Washington’s residence for half
an hour, earnestly beseeching his
help to save the Union from des-
truction There was a certain bill
before Congress which the members
of the Southern States refused to
pass If this Inll were not passed
into a law the Northern States
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threatened to secede Would Jeffer-
son please speak to the gentlemen
from the South and get them to
consent to the passage of the law ?
Otherwise, the Union was doomed

In order {o understand this
critical bill, upon which the cxis-
tence of the Union seemed to de-
pend, we shall have to go Dback
among Hamilton's activitics beture
Jefferson arrived on the scene As
soon as the new government had
begun to operate, llamilton had
worked out a completo program
of finance. His program had three
main points in 1t. The first was
that the Umted States should
promise to pay all the debts 1t had
contracted during the Revolu-
tionary War, dollar for dollar, with
interest. This seems at first sight
fair enough, but in the meantime
this is what had happened

The Continental Congress and
after 1t the Confederation had very
soon run out of money. They had
therefore paid their soldiers, aud
the farmors who had supplied food
to the army, with promissory notes
Since, before the adoption of the
Constitution, the government could
collect very few taxes, 1t was not
able to make good on these pro-
missory notes They therefore drop-
ped in value, and soldiers and
farmers who needed money hadly
were compelled to sell them for ten
or fifteen per cent of the amount
printed on them  Lattle by ldtle
wealthy men who knew whet was
coming had heen buyving up these
promissory notes very cheaply
The Senators knew of Haml-
ton’s program and some of them
quietly bought up the soldwers’
wages. The Senators told a fow of
their merchant friends in New York,
Philadelphia, and Boston, and
these cautiously bought up the
claims of farmers who had not yvet
heard Hamilton’s program Thus,
when the bill for “the fundmg of
the national debt”” came up before

Congress, many rich men and
Congressmen stood 1o become richer
i the bill were passed. But many
poor soldicrs and farmers were
bound to become angry at learing
how they had been cheated.

Was 1t honest for Congressmen
to vote on a measure that would
make them personally  rich ¢
Hamilton was frankly not interested
m the morality of the question.
If the law when passed would make
cervain rich men richer, it would
have precisely the result for whieh
Iamilton had ereated his financial
program—he would win over the
support of the wealthy for lus
government  Better the support of
o hundred wealthy men than that
of ten thousand paupers.

For the governmen’ was not to
redeem these printed  certificates
with cash. It was {o give new
promussory notes for the old ones.
But these new pronussory mnotes
were sure to be paid at full value
m time, and they would be bearing
micrest regularly. This meant that
anyone who owned these promissory
notes would support the govern-
ment heart and soul, and would
oppose any racdieal changes in it,
for how else would he be sure of
getimg his money back ?

This was the heart of ITamilton’s
poliey.  Interest would hold  tle
“hest people’ . for the rest there
was—Tforee, a strong eentral guvern-
ment with a standmg army.

When 1he bidl for <fondwg the
national debi ” eame up, a tew held
out for buywmg the certuficates at
the market value only, so that
speculators might not amass un-
carned fortunes Madison asked
for a comprommwe measure which
would be fair to the original holders
of the certificates, the soldiers and
farmers  But self-mterest won the
day, and Pomt One ol Hamilton'’s
program was completed
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When the news of his victory
finally leaked back to the remote
settlements in the South and West,
there was a rumbling of protest
and revolt. Not only had ocertain
farmers been cheated by specula-
tors, but the speculators were to
be paid out of taxes Since the
people, the farmers, paid the taxes,
this meant that they were to pay
their own choaters for cheating
them !

Hamilton’s policies were vroat-
ing an opposing party under
Jefferson which, for lack of a better

name, could only be called for the
time being Anti- Fedemllst This
parby, as yel unorganized. was
based on a det. ation of Hamultom's
program and a beliel 1n democracy
Hamilton and the Federalists were
not the wwse politicians thoy
thouglit themselves  Living in th:
East they f()rgot that nine tenths
of the (,ountlyh populatinn Iived
on farms and in villages, und did
not approve of all these favors to
merchants and busmessmen at
their expense. In the East, men
without property could not vote
Of all the New Englend States,
only Vermont had nmverml suf-
frage In 1790, New York had
over 13,000 zrown male residents,
but only 1390 of them could vote
But in che new States farther west,
democracy in polities was a fact,
and here the embittered veterans
of the Revolutionary War and the
farmers who felt themselves chicatod
were a power that could not h-
lightly dismissed

In the mesntims Hamilton was
going ahead with Point Two of his
three-pait finan+ial program, the
“assumption of Siate debts”. The
various State governments had also
contracted debts, which at this time
amounted to about twenty million
dollars. Hamilton’s plan was for
the Federal governmoent to take
over these debts and add them to
its own, paymng as before out of

taxes.

Again a fair-seeming idea that
needs a little explanation. In the
first place, those States, principally
m the South, who had already pad
up most of their debts did not gain
much by it. These States, after
paying their own debts, would also
have to pay the debts of other
States through taxes on farmers.
Also there would be the inevitable
spoculators who had bought up the
debts cheaply and expected to be
enriched for nothing

Again Hamiton was thinking
along the samea hinss as before,
The governmeat would owe more
people money, and these people
would support the government.
Also, the eentral government would
thereby become more important
than the State governments The
Sunote passed his “assumption ball”
behind closed doors, but in the
House of Representatives, which
was open to vislitors, the bill was
deleated by the close vote of 31 to
2. For days the House had to
adjourn without doing any business,
because the two sides were S0 angry
with cach other that they would
not discuss anything else

This was thn tangle of affairs
in Hamlton’s mmd whon he met
Jefferson. The Northern States, he
saul, werc threatenmng to secede,
and they would surely do 1t if the
“assumption hill” were not passed.
Jefferson  invited scveral of the
leaders of both sides to his rooms,
gave them a dinner, and urged
them to come to some agreement
that would not disrupt the Union

Now for some time there had
been much debato as to where
the capital of the United States was
to be So Jefferson brought this
quostion up as one on which some
b'ug'\.m_ng could be done The
North wanted “assumption’ more
than 1t did the capital The
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Northern delegates, headed by
Robert Morrs, therefore guaranteed
that two of them would vote to
build a new capital on the Polomae
if two Southerners would vote for
the assumption of State debts.
Point Two of Hamdton’s program
was won,

For once Jefferson had stepped
out of his character. He had acted
a8 compromiser when his usual role
was to take a firm stand bn a ques-
tion In after years he hitlerly re-
gretted his part in the compromise.
For the ¢danger” to the Union had
been mostly in Hamilton's pund
When Hamilton’s third pomt came
up shortly thereafter, Jefforson way
vrepared for it Hamilton had all
along planned a “Bank of the
United States” which was to he
owned partly by the government
but largely by private interests.
As before, the Scnate at once passed
Hamilton’s third proposal, but the
Anti-Federalists in the House of
Representatives, led by Madison,
attacked it vigorously.

When the bill finally came up
for Washington’s signature, he
asked both Hamilton and Jellerson
to write out thewr opmions of 1t.
From the two papers then written
comes the great controversy that
was to be so often and serivusly
debated 1 the Uited States
government should the Con-titu-
tion be striotly or liberally mterpre-
ted ?

In Ius report on the “bank hil”
Jefferson closed Ins remarks with a
piece of advice to Washington that
shows how he was always lookmg
beyond the particular problem into
the future After attacking the
«bank bill” as undesirable ; after
trying to prove that 1t was also
unconstitutional , and after pomt-
ing out the dangers of a loose in-
terprelation of the Constitution, he
weakened his own argununts as
follows. If, said Jefferson, the

President could not decide whether
the law was constitutional or not,
and if he was not quite sure that
Congress had made a very bad
mistake, then he should sign the
bill anyway. For mn such a case
the President should always allow
the legislature to have 1ts way
He should use his vefo power as
lLittle as possible.

Why duves Jefferson profer to lot
Congress have its way despite the
faet that 1t has just passed a law
which he disapproves ot 7 It 1s be-
cause he looked upon Congress as
representing the people mere than
the President does. He did not
feel that any one man should stand
in the way of the people’s will,

Washmgton signed the bill, and
Hamulton won all the three pomnts
ol his  finuncial  program. 1t
was now his purpose to create a
nianufacturing mdustry that would
he as great as England s Unfor-
tunately the United States wasa
farmg country. Whenee would
come the labor for Amerwea’s new
nulls and faectores ¢ Agnin we
conid learn from Kngland More
than half the workers i English

cotton nulls wete women  and
children lanuiton  eould  sce
notlung  alarming mm this  The

wealth of the counlry seemed to
Lum far more mmportant then the
possibildy  that  futwe Amcricans
nught grow up stunted in hody and
mind through lack of schools and
fiesh air

First. then, Hamilton put
ihrough mereased import duties 10
protect the nfunt mdustiies from
foreign competivon  Again  the
farmer had to pay m the form of
higher prices for his guods Then
gomg from words to deeds, the
energetic Secretary of the Treasury
helped sturt a fuctory acar the
beautiful Passawe Falls of New
Jetsey, 12 what hecame the aty of
Paterson. But the farmers pro-
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tested loudly. They were indignant
beecanse the factory owners’ charter
gave them the right to dig canals
on any man’s land. Fven the other
factory owners were outraged when
they heard that Hamilton's new
factory was not to be taxed for ten
yoars and that its employces werc
to be excused from military service.

There is no doubt of Hamilton’s
genius. He was a financial gant,
brilliant and forceful. And, though
he helped malke many shady busi-
nessman and politician rich by
his program, he himself seems to
have remamned honest all the
while

In compsn'i on with Hamilton,
Jefferson dad not at first make so
splendid an impression  Jefferson’s
duties were not of so important or
striking a sort His opposition to
Hamilton, to the sort of country
Hamilton wished to make of
America, to the type of American
Hamilton favored, grew slowly at
first.

XIV. THE DUEL IN THE

CABINET

When TFrance became a repub-
lie, Jefferson was extremely anxious
that this new governmenti should
succecd. Hamilton looked with
dread and bhatred on the French
Revolution. He hoped that
England would smash the dcmro-
cratic maonstrosity Thus there
were crowing up  two  attitudes
toward Europe m America : pro-
British (Hamilton) and pro-French
(Jefferson) It vvas Hamulton who
first took the offensive.

At first England bad not
deigned {o send a minister to the
TUmted States  Her husiness was
conducted through an unofficial
agent, Colonel George Beckiith
Jefferson refused to have anything
to do with lim. England must
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recognize the dignity of the United
States by sending a real official
minister. So instead of trying to
do Dbusiness with the Secretary of
State Colonel Beckwith always
turned to the Secretary of ihe
Treasury when he needed informa.-
tion or help.

Later, when this agent was
replaced by a  minwster, George
Hammond, that gentleman
followed in the colonel’'s foot-
steps  He even wrote to his
superiors in London that he pre-
ferred to have no rolations with
Jefferson that were not absolutely
nceessary.

In spite of the terms of the treaty
of peace with England, British
troops still remained in the North-
west Termtory. When this was
brought to Hammond’s attention, he
mcautiously remarked that they be-
longed there by right, since it was
m reabty English territory. Where-
upon Jefferson drew up a reply
to the English government that
not only demohshed any such
claims, but that promised to back
up the Ameriean claims with action
Jofferson had no desire 1o go to
war with England  America could
always boycott the rich Britash
trade, or put an embargo on it.

Hammond. very much perturbed
over Jefferson’s reply, turned as
usual to his sympathetic friend
Hamilton Hamilion, who told
the British minister that ihis report
represented  only Mr  Jeflerson’s
persoral anti-British feeling, not
Washmgton’s or the Cabinet’s, and
that 1s “violent language” was
most deplorable. When Hammond
sont the report to London, he also
included a note giving the opinion
of the Secretrry of the Treasury.
The Bmntish government could
safely 1gnore the report, he thought.
The British government did.

This little piece of unpatriotic
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disloyalty of Hamilton’s has come
to light only in recent years, but
it undoubtedly played its part in
adding to the bitterness and tension
in the Cabinet.

In the sprmg of 1791 oceurred
an ineident which made these feel-
ings flarc up violently on both sides.
The chief newspaper mouthpiece of
the Federalists was the Gazette of
the United States, edited by John
Fenno. 1n the winter of 1790 the
Gazette had halled with transports
of joy the publication of Edmund
Burke's Reflections on the Revolu-
tron 1 France

Edmund Burke
dear to Americans.
England  defended their rights
against his own king. But he was
over sixty now, and one revolution
had teen quite enough for this
respectable Enghshman. Besides,
when he heard how the Paris mob
had attacked Ver~ailles, calling
Queen Marie Antloinette vile nanws,
he wept sentimental tears The
high point of lus Reflections is a
description of this Queen’s beauty,
youth. and splendor TFortunately
for the Republicans in  .\merica.
there happened to be living in Eng-
land at 1his time Thomas Pame, the
man who had played so important
a part m the \merican Revolution
In 1776 his pamphlet Common Sense
had brought out into the open the
movement for American independ-
ence that led up to the Declaration,
When the Revolutionary War had
at titst gone against the colomsts,
his series of tracts called The ('risis
gave them back their courage

was a name
He had mn

When Burke's Reflections on the
Revolution in France appearcd, Tom
Paine leaped into the fray with
joy. In the spring of 1791 appeared
his answor, The Rights of Man. a
passionate defense of the French
Revolution. Before the British
government got around to suppress-
ing 1t, this work had sold mm enor-

mous quantities, and of course made
its way to Amerioa.

A friend of Madison’s was he
first to receive a copy. Madison
borrowed it and passed it on to
Jefferson. Jefferson was all enthu-
sirsm for this brilliant defense of
democracy In the meantime
Madison’s friend asked to have his
copy back, as he had promised to
send it toa Philadelphia printer.
To save this friend time and
trouble Jefferson himsclf promised
10 send the work to the printer after
he had finished reading it This
Jefferson finally did, sending along
with tho pamphlet a little note to
explain the delay and express his
thanks.

“Lam extremely pleased to find
1t will be reprinted here,” he wrote,
«and that something at length 1s to
bo publiely said against the politi-
¢al heresies which have sprung up
against us I have no doubt our
citizens will rally a second time
around the standard of Common
Sense ’

When  the American  cdition
appeared, Jefferson was as mueh
surprised, as  were hs political
cnemies to find that Jus hittle note,
signed  with  his name and his
olfical title, had been used as a
preface to the book TPartienlarly
mdignant was the British agent,
who asked whal the American
Seeretary of State meant by recom
mending @ pamphlet  suppressed
by His Majesty Shocked amnid
mdimant were the Pluladelphia
arsstoerats  Hurt and  indignant
was Viece President John Adams,
who felt that the whole thing was
an attack upon hmself So did
his son John Qumney Adams
Boston, who at once sat down to
write a series of articles that sneered
at Town Pamne, Tom Jefferson. and
democracy and prawsed the Britr h
government
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Madison defended Jefferson in
writing, and bohind Madison there
were the hundreds of thcusands
who did not write but thought as
he did—the farmers of the new
West, the veterans of the Revolu-
tion, the masses who had taken
the Deeclaration of Independence
sericusly.

All over the country Anti-
Federalist societies began to spring
up, using as their models the French
political clubs. The democratic
part of the country was at last
aroused The two political sides
were being clesrly marked off from
each other

Now that the Anti-Federalists
were hoginning to organise them-
selves mnto a democratic and repub-
lican party, they needed a news-
paper that would do for Jefferson’s
friends what the Gazette of the United
States was doing for Hamilton and
his friends So on Qectober 31,
1791, appeared the first issue of
the National Gazette. TIts cditor
was the poet, Philip Freneru.
Freneau was an ideal editor for the
National Gazette A lLorn rebel, a
poet of freedom, he had no love for
the English government The first
issue of the journal contamed
articles in pruse of Tom Paine,
attacking Burke, and ecriticizing
Hamilton’s policies  In later issues
there were references to Senators
and Congressmen who had made
huge profits by voting for Hamil-
ton’s bills

Every time Hamilton picked up
this newspaper, he grew more
furious. His anger was directed
not at IFrenecau but at Jefferson,
whom he considered the real father
of these articles. At last Hamilton

could stand these attacks mno
longer, and wrote a series of
venomous articles for Fenno’s

paper, signing them variously “An
American,” “Amicus,” <A Plain,
Honest Man,” ete, etc He

claimed that Jefferson was paying
out the government’s good money
for the support of this rascal
Freneau so that the latter could
attack the government that fed
him.

Washington was grieved by the
personal tone which the conflict
was now taking on He wrote
letters to Hamilton and Jefferson,
reminding them how difficult his
own situation was being made by
all this hackstairs fighting, and beg-
ging them to be more charitable
with each other.

Hamilton’s reply admitied that
he had written the articles in
Fenno’s Gazette. But, he said,
Mr. Jefferson had never ceased
opposing bim from the moment he
came to New York. Had not Mr
Jefferson  created the Nutional
Gazette with the prineipal idea of
making the Secretary of the Trea-
sury hateful to the people ?

Jefforson’s letter explained again
thet  he  differed with Mr.
Hamilton’s system not because it
was Hamilton’s but because such a
system would wundermine the
republic by putting a certain
department (the Treasury) over
the people’s clected legislature
(Congress)  Furthermore, Jefferson
complamed, since they were on the
subjeet, he might mention that
Mr Hamilton was constantly
interfering in his department, parti-
cularly in relation to England and
France

All this bickering in the Cabinet,
all this abuse from Hamilton’s
party, all these disapproving frowns
of the ‘‘best people,” were hegin-
ning to get on Jefferson’s nerves
He who had been looked up to as
the prophet of a new order in the
drawing rooms of France was reviled
as a “filthy democrat” by the
judges, in the colleges, from the
pulpits, and in the drawing rooms
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of Philadelphia.

In March 1792, with Washing-
ton’s first term only one more year
to run, Jelferson began actively to
prepare for his retirement to
Monticelio.

When in 1792 Washmgton was
elected for a sccond term, the Presi-
dent asked Jefferson not to resign
This plea was seconded by Madison,
Monroe, Page, and Edmund Ran-
dolph. He must do this for the coun-
try, save 11 from the Federalists,
and not allow people to say that
Hamuilton had driven him out of
office At last Jefferson gave n,
He would remain m the Cabinet a
while longer.

No sooner had Jefferson ogreed
to stay in Philadelphia, than the
struggle between the Federalists
and the new party of Democratic
Republicans burst out with more
fury than ever before Again the
question was, what shall be our
attitude toward Irance and toward
England ? This confliet was brought
to a head by the Genet affair

Edmund Charles Genet, the new
minister seut to Ameriea by the
Revolutionary  government  of
France, was a person of more
enthusiasm than tact. Ile landed
at Charleston on the frigate Embus-
cade From there he sent the frigate
on ahead to Philadelphia while he
made the jJourncy by land, in order
to become acquainted with this
sister republic. People flocked
from everywhere to cheer the emis-
sary of revolutionary France.

The Embuscade arrived in Phila-
delphia first. As the frigate came
into harbor, it gave a thundering
salute of fifteen guns, one for each
State in the Union. All day ihe
Philadelphians swarmed over the
ship, where they were given a
hearty welcome.

In the meantime matters had
grown very tense in the Cabinct.
How should the American govern.
ment treat this “upstart” Genet ?
Hamilton had written out a set of
questions for Washmgton to ask
his Cabinet.

First question - Should Genet
be received at all ?

“Yes, with qualifications,” said
Hamilton

“Yes, unqualifiedly,” said Jef-
ferson,

Socondly : Should we treat with
Genet if we receive him ?

There is no proof, said Hamilton,
that the exccution of the King was
just  Why should we throw m our
lot with a new republic that so
many respectable governments are
opposed 1o ¢ Therefore, let us
reccive him, but not treat him like
a regular minisier.

Jefforson sad - If we receive
the minister atl all, we recognize
his government. How ean we recog-
nize this govermrent by roceiving
its nunister and then. by refusing
to treat with him, refuse to recog-
nize lus government ?

Thudly : What is now the con-
ditton of our old ftreatis with
TFrance ?

Said Haniilton - We made the <o

treuties with the King Therc 1
no longer any King Hence tha

treaties are annulled.

Jeffcrson answered . 1t is (e
nation, the peuple, of France with
whom we made the treaties. They
used to carry on their affairs with a
Ling, now thcy do without one
This is none of our business bhut
the private affair of Franee, Lo
that matter, both of us have change
our governinent since signing e
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treaties Do you forget that we
adopted our Constitution afterward ?
Both nations, however, still exist,
and the treaties are still good.

These opinions of Jefferson be-
came the guiding principles of our
State Department in settling most
problems of recognition ever since.

Washington decided to receive
Genet, but to remain neutral in
France’s war with England and
the othor kingdoms of Europe

Genet wound up his triumphal
tour in Philadelphia, two weeks
behind the Embuscade. He was
greeted cordially by Secretary
Jefferson, but when he called on
the President he got a rather frigid
reception. He could not under-
stand why the President, his Cabi.
net, and the majority of Congress
were not in sympathy with repub-
lican France Had he mnot seen
with his own eyes that three fourths
of the people were enthusiastically
behind him ? From amazement at
the difference between the American
people and the American govern-
ment, Genet began to go over
into irritation. He claimed that
the treaties between France and
the Umited States permitted him
to fit out privateers to capture
British ships, as he had already
done at Charleston. Jefferson cx-
plained to him that Washington
bad decided to remaimn neutral in
France’s wars and would not permit
him to fit out privateers in America.
But the American people was not
neutral ! Genet indignantly pointed
out. That may be true, said
Jefferson, but the President had
decided.........The President ! ex-
claimed Genet, but isn’t this a re-
public, don’t the people do the
deciding here through their Con-
gress ? Yes, Jefferson patiently ex-
plammed, Congress makes the laws
but the President enforces them,
and no one can force the President
to enforce them...... Genet stood up
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and bowed to Mr. Jefferson He
could not, he said, make him his
compliments upon such a Constitu-
tion

From this time on Genet’s
actions became slightly insane. He
was still under the delusion that he
could appeal to the people over
the head of the government. He
outfitted more privateers ; he formed
a Jacobin revolutionary club ; he
organized a {roop of mounted
Frenchmen in the United States.

Among the prizes captured by
the HEmbuscade was the British
vessel Lattle Sarah  Genct rechrist-
ened her Le Petit Democrate (The
Little Democrat), outfitted her, and
prepared to sail from the mouth of
the Delaware, which was within a
mile or two of the President’s
Philadelphia house. Washington
was then away at Mount Vernon,
and Jefferson made Genet promise
that he would not let “The Lattle
Democrat” sail until Washington
returned For it was suspected
that she had American arms and
citizens on board, and Jefferson
wanted the President to decide
what to do about her.

Hamilton was all for erecting a
bhattery on Mud Island to fire on
the Petit Democrate if she should
attempt to sail before the President
came back from Mount Vernon.
Considering the politeness with
which Hamilton swallowed every
insult from England, this foolish
plan made Jefferson lose his temper
The ercetion of a battery,” he point-
ed out, ‘“might stimulate the ship
to leave. A French fleet of twenty
men-of-war and g hundred and fifty
merchant vessels were hourly ex-
pected in the Delaware and might
arrive at the scene of blood in order
to join in.”

The battery was not erected.
When Washington returned, sick
of the squabbles in his Cabinet, he
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determined to let the Supreme
Court settle all such questions in
the futurc. Within three days the
Petrt Democrate put out to sea

Alist of Genet’s undiplomatie
acts was sent to France with a copy
of Jefferson’s letters of remons-
trance. France was asked to recall
her minister. Jefferson’s last act
as Secretary of State was to send
one of these letters of remonstrance
to Genet For, in spite of Waslung-
ton’s pleas, Jefferson had now finel-
ly made up his mind to resign

Genet was recalled, France at
the same time asking the United
States to take back her Gouverncur
Morris, whose activitics were cer-
tainly equally undiplomatic. But
Genet, having fallen m love with
the daughter of George Clnton,
the stanch Republican Governor of
New York, married her, became an
American citizen, and lived here
for the rest of his Iife.

XV. FRANCE OR ENGLAND ?

Jefferson resigned lis position
in the Cabinet on the last day of
the year 1793. For two and a half
years he was allowed to devote
himself 10 lus old love—Monticello.
He rebuilt the house, he farmed.
he entertamned wvisitors, he wrote
letters He was qute happy. 1Ll
was over fifty now and expecteld to
live out his days as the private
gentleman farmer He refused
Washington’s offers to come back
to his job in Philadelphia.

Hamilton resigned two years
after Jefferson, to practice law in
New York. But Hamilton, too,
still remained the leader of his
party. Now when it became known
that Washington declined to serve
a third term as President, the Ro-
publicans at once insisted on nomi-
nating Jefferson for the office
The Federalists nominated John
Adams. This was not acecording

to Hamilton’s plans at all. Adams
was o good Federalist, but he did
not take orders casily, and he was
one of the few Federalists who
d1d not think that the sun rose and
set by Mr Hamillon’s commands.
So Hamilton worked hard to defeat
Adams and have another Federa-
list, Thomas Pmckney elected.

The result of this liftle cons-
piracy was very sad for Hamilton,
for not only was Adams elected,
but Jefferson became Vice Presi-
dent Adams recerved 71 votes
from the electors, Jefferson 68  In
those days the caundidate who re-
ceived the second highest vote for
the Presidency was made Vice Pre-
sident  Adams lhowever, kept
Washington’s old Cabinet, all the
membets of which were under
Hamilton’s thumb, so that all was
not yet lost for the old-guard Fed-
eralists.

On March 4, 1797, Jefferson was
sworn into office in the chamber
of the Senatle of which he was now
President.

Presiding over the Senate was
not as arduous as dealing with
foreagn nations, but just as, when
he was Secretary of State, ho had
laxd  down many rules that are
fullowed {o this day, so tou he was
responsible for many of the present
Senate rules

Then suddenly, in the midst of
these peaceful veforms, J offerson
found himself the best-hated man
m America The French situation
was again to blame

After Gouverneur Morris’s recall
from Paris, James Monroe had becn
sent in his stead to represent the
Unmited States. Monroe was enthu-
stastieally  received The popu-
lartty in France of this friend of
Jefferson’s was not pleasmg to
the Federalist Cabmet at home, and
the Cabmnet Jid not deal frankt,
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with its representative. ~When
Monroe told the French that there
was no danger of America allying
herself with England, this was pre-
cisely what he had himself been told
Then when rumors came that John
Jay had signed a troaty in London
favorable to England, he wes as sur-
prised and indignant as the French
But the French could not believe
that the American government had
duped its own minister Monroe
became unpopular and Washington
had to recall him

Jay’s treaty was a Fedworalist
triumph It seemed to brmg
America and England closer to-
gether VYe¢t in a sense it was an
American defeat, for it made no
mention of the British practice of
boarding American ships and mm-
pressing American seamen. Now
too, the French felt doubly justified
in sending out privateers agamst
Americen ships that traded with
her enecmy England.

Washington had then sent
General C. C Pmckney, a stanch
Federalist, to France. The infuria-
ted French refused to receive lum
This was the situation that confron-
ted Adams as the new President

With large sections of the coun-
try clamoring to go to war with
King George again, on account of
Jay’s c“humiliating” {reaty, the
Federalists thought this a poor t1me
to start trouble with the French
So Hamilton proposed that a com-
mission be sent over to reconcile the
difference with France. In order
that the commission have a united
country behind it, one of its
members should be a Republican.
Through his mouthpicce, General
Knox, Hamilton suggested Jefferson
as the Republican mamber, perhaps
to get him out of the country.

Adams wrote Knox in answer
«“What would have been thought
in Europe if the King of France had

sent Monsicur, his eldest brother, as
an envoy ! Mr. Jefferson isina
a sense in the same situation. He
1s the first prince of the country,
and heir apparent to the sovereign
authority ” Adams did. however,
decide to consult Jefferson about
the problem He asked Jefferson
if he thought Madison would con-
sent to go to France, Jefferson
doubted it, but promised to ask
Madison

Me dison refused to go to France
The next time Adams and Jefferson
met, Jefferson brought up the
subjcet of Madison. Adams seemed
perturbed, hemmed and hawed, and
departed as quickly as possible.
Jefferson suspected what had really
happened in the meantime At the
mention of  Madison’s name,
Adams’s whole Cabinet had threaten-
ed to resign if that ardent Repub-
lican were sent to France That
was the last time Adams over con-
sulted with Jefferson over a matter
of pohiey.

The three men Adams finally
sent were General Pmckney (the
same faithful Federalst), John
Marshall (another Fuederalist), and
Elbridge Gerry. Gerry, the only
epublican, was a signer of the
Declaration of Independence, and
would later become Vice President
under Madison.

Talleyrand was then Minister
for Forcign Affairs in the French
government. He kept the three
American  commissioners  waiting
for days. Finally they were ap-
proached ‘after candlelight” by
three men who have come down in
history as Mr. X, Mr Y, and Mr. Z.
These last three letters of the alpha-
bet suggested that the way to get
action was to cross with silver the
pelms of the leaders of the French
government,

When the American commis.;-
sioncers, hardly able to beheve their
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ears, cried out their astonishment,
these alphabetical gentlemen simply
shrugged their shoulders.

The commissioners had several
more interviews with Messrs. X, Y,
and Z. The Freneh Revolution was
now in a rad moral state It had
lost 1ts first idealistic fervor, and
was now going rapidly downhill
toward Napoleon. by whom it
would shortly be conquered The
very fact that a man hike Talleyrand
could hold so high a position proved
that such nnderhand dealings were
quite possible Madiron was stun-
ned by this piece of dishonest stupi-
dity. It would surely drive Ame-
rica into the arms of England

Federalist newspapers worked
themselves up into & frenzy of
hatred against France. Congress
created a Seeretaryship of the Naovy.

Hamilton, who just a fow months
befors had recommended sending
Jefferson on a peace commission to
France, now suddenly became as
war-mad as the most rahid of his
followers, But the reason was not
the XYZ affair.

There was a Venezuelan named
Francisco Miranda, a soldier of
fortune, a patriot, who had served
with the French in the American
Revolution Then he had fought
in the French Revolution. XNow he
dreamed of a South American Re-
volution agamst Spamn  In London
he had met Rufus King, the Ameri-
can Ambassador, and had interested
him in the scheme Kimng wrote
Hamilton about it  The idea was
to get Spain fo jomn Framce ; then
have the United States declare war
against France, which would also
mean against Spain ; then America
and England together would wrest
from Spain her South American
colonies. What was there m this
for the United States?! Why,
Florida and Cuba, for instance

The brightest part of it all for
Hamilton was the visions he had
of himself commanding the Ameri-
can expeditionary forees in South
America. He began to write vicious
attacks upon France.

Jefferson as aknowledged head
of the Republican party, received
his share of abuse There were
even spies at the Jofferson dinner
table who twisted his innocent
staten ents mto libels that could bhe
used against him in the Federalis
papers

This war fever in Ameriea, this
spy-hunting, Jacobin-hating mad-
ness was the ideal moment for
striking one goott tharp blow ai the
Republicans and wiping them ont
once for all, 8o, m spite of the
warnimgs of iheir best minds, in-
cludir 2 Hamilton, the Tederalists
rushed through tnwo laws, which
began what has been called «the
American Reign of Terror.”

The Republivans m their confu-
sion werve not strong enough to stay
this storm  In Congress the Anti-
Federalist hattle had to be waged
almost  smgle-handed by Albert
Callatin, and against him muech of
the anti-Freneh fury was directed.

Albert Callatin, born in Geneva,
Swilzerland. of a wealthy and noble
family, had come to Massachusetts
m 1780 to throw in his lot with the
new republic aercss the Atlantie.
His fine, clear mind, the iron con-
trol of his temper, and lus native
aifts of leadesship soon made him
one of the chiefs of the Anti-
Federalist party.

Now the fact that Gallatin had
been born a Swiss was a fine
weapon in the hands of the Fud-
eralists. A Suwise was the mnext
thimg to a Fienchman, and Gallatin
must be “pru-l"l'on('h." His own
friends were afraid to stand by
him, and an excited Congress pas-cid
the Alien Bill 1t provided that
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foreigners would have 1o reside
here fourteen years before they
could become citizens and that the
President could order out of the
country any foreigner he thought
dangerous. This bill was aimed
directly at Frenchmen, of course,
and at critics of the Federalist
party.

This bill was never enforced.
One reason for its not being enfore-
ed was that there were in this
country many runaway or exiled
French royalists, of whom the Fed-
eralists were rather fond Most of
the other aliens at this time hap-
pened to be Englishmen, whom the
Federalists would not have hurt for
the world.

The Republicans hated the
Alien Law intensely They liked
to think of America as a haven of
refuge for oppressed people, for
enemies of tyranny, from all over
the world.

If the Alien Law could not be
enforced, the Sedition Law, which
was aimed directly at Amecricans
and not foreigners, was very vigo-
rously enforced. The Sedition Law
punished with fines and imprison-
ment any persons who combined
to oppose any measure of the gov-
ernment. This was intended to
wipe out the Democratic clubs
More important, you could not even
publish a criticism of an American
law or official All a Federalst
judge had to believe was that such
a criticism tended “to bring the
government of the United States
or its officers into disrepute or to
excite the hatred of the people,”
and he could clap the Republican
writer or editor into jail.

But, though Republican editor
after cditor was being thrown into
jail, the Republican party had not
been crushed by the Sedition Law.
On the contrary, the Federalists had
by this act of tyranny turned the

country against them, as Hamilton
had feared. The Democratic Re-
publican clubs, which the Sedition
Law was supposed to make illegal,
began to make thewr appearance
everyw here,

Meanwhile, Jefferson, with the
Democratic clubs belund him, was
waging a fight against the Alien
and Sedition Laws Of course,
these laws were unconstitutional
since they denied the right of free
speech and free assembly. They
were just the sort of laws that
would act as protection for people
who wanted to destroy the rest of
the Constitution.

In 1798, during an adjournment
of Congress, Jefferson was 1n Vir-
gmia.  There came to visit him
at Monticello two men with a plan
for attacking the unpopular laws
They were Wilson Cary MNicholas, a
leading Jeffersonian of Virginia, and
John Breckenridge, a young man
who had become 1mbued with Jeffer-
son’s ideas  Their plan was to get
various State legislatures to pass
rosolutions declaring that the Alen
and Sedition Laws violated the
Constitution and were therefore
nuil and void and could not be en-
forced Jefferson wrote out the
resolutions they wanted  Brecken-
ridge copicd them with some changes
of his own and took them to the
Kentucky legislature, where they
were passed  Madison drew up the
resolutions for Virginia, which were
also passed.

Jefferson and his followers knew
that these resolulions could never
be passed in Federalist States, but
they also knew that a lot of com-
ment would be caused. In the de-
bates that would follow, both favor-
able and unfavorable, the facts
would come out before the people,
and the people as a whole, they knew,
would oppose the two tyrannical
laws,
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In the meantime the Federalists
seemed quite blind to the fact that
the war spirit in America was rapid-
ly ovaporating Intrigucs for high
commands went on merrily, though
war had not yet been declared.
General Washington, of course,
would be commander in chicf, but,
as he was now too old to see active
service, the real leader of the Ameri-
can forces would be the second in
command. Hamilton was deter-
mined that tlis should he no one
but himself. Unfortunately, Adams
was the man who would do the
naming of the second in command
and Adams was having less and loss
love for Mr Hamilton, who was
always trymng to tell him what a
President should do  After all. the
Constitution made the President ihe
commander in chiof of the armies

Hamilton did not politely wait
for Adams to make up his mind.
Tirst he got Washington to support

him. Fipally, when Washington
sent Adams a curt little note,
Hamilton was appuinted acting

head of the army.

Soon the country began to have
a taste of what all {lus jingling of
spurs meant for ordinary people.
Militaristic nations have a way of
encouraging their professional sol-
diers to look down on eivilians as
less than nothing Soon the news-
papers began to jublish 1eports of
military outrages against the popu-
lation. Aside from American civi-
lians and Republicans, where was
the enemy all this time ¢ There did
not seem to be any.

When Marshall and Pinchney had
left France with the XYZ papers,
Gerry had stayed behind. At length
he got into touch with Talleyrand,
who told him that the French
government had had nothing to do
with the unsavory affair, and that
France absolutely did not want war
with America France would be glad
to receive a minister who was not
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Anti-Republican and pro-British
She had not sent a minister hersclf
only because it was feared he would
not he received at Philadelphia.
Finally, as a sign of his good faith,
Talleyrand sent Gerry a new decree
Just issued by the French govern-
ment It required all French pri-
vateers to put up a hond in money
guaranteeing that there wonld be
no unauthorized attacks on Ameri-
can shipping.

Gerry hastened home with what
he thought was good news. But his
report only proved 1o the saber-

rattling Yederalists that France
was now so frightened that she
should be casy io defeat Gerry’s

news was good news— for Jefferson,
who felt that more people must he
made to know the truth of the
French «ituation Tor this purpese,
Jefferson now turned in a surprs-
ing direction One would think that
two men could not have less i
common than Jefferson and Edmund
«Moderaiion’ Tendleton. Yet they
did have m common * sincority, a
love of justrcee, and a desiwre for peace
Jefferson now asked Pendleton
10 take Gerry’s voluminous report
which verv few people would read,
and beil 1t down to a short sum-
mary of facts Coming from Pen-
dleten, who was by no means a
«Jacohm,” QGerry - report would
close the months of the Wederalict
warriors  Everyone could and
would read it.

The case for war began to seemn
weaker and weaker  Lafayetic
offered to come 1o America and e:x-
plain everyithung 1f Washington
thought it would he wise and thad
il would aid the cause of peace
Talleyrand, who knew Adams per-
sopally and had spent pleasant
hours at his house in America, sent
the President a personal messago
asking that bygones be hy gones

Logan, a fiiend of Jefler-
gone to France

Dr.

son’s who had
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unofficially to study the situation,
talked to Talleyrand. Every im-
portant personage in France assured
him that war with America was
unthinkable. This news only made
the Federalists more furious at him.
Congress went so far as to pass
what was popularly known as the
“Logan Bill’. It forbade any
American citizen to communicate
by word or in writing with any
official of a foreign government
about matters of dispute between
the two governments. In other
words, an ordinary American oiti-
zen could not even lalk about
American foreign problems if there
was a foreign official present

Then, 1n the darkest days for
democracy, the blow fell, not on
the Republicans, but on the Feder-
alists. Adams had been thinking
things over. First Gerry’s report,
then Logan's, and now reports from
William Murray, American, mins-
ter to Holand, all showed that
there was no longer cause for war,
and that the French were apologi-
zing handsemely. Admas wasan
honest man with no Napolconic
ambitions. He decidcd not to dee-
lare war, and in February 1799 he
named Murray as ambassador to the
French Republic.

There were two ways in which
Jefferson could take much eredit
for this msing tide of Republican
feeling. First he always {ried to
keep the facts before the people’s
minds. Secondly, he gave the people
a program to fight for. The first
part of Jefferson’s task was to have
the people know and be exerted
about the facts. It was Jefferson’s
plan to publish tens of thousands
of copies of Pendleton’s little pam-
phlet on Gerry’s report. They were
to be circulated by Congressmen
returning to their homes. Jeffer-
son not only wrote an unceasing
stream of letters himself ; he cons-
tantly urged his friends, especially
Madison, to write and to talk.

The one fact that the Republi-
can journals harped on all the time
was the terrific expense of a war—
an unnecessary cxpense when it was
an unnecessary  war.  Gerry's
report, ;the pamphlets repeated,
proved that France did not want
war, did %ot intend to invade
America, and that, thercfore, war
with France was unnecessary.

As for Jefferson’s program : He
opposed the Alien and Sedition Laws
as dangerous to the people’s liberty.
He opposed a professional standing
army. For national defense Jeffer-
son preferred the militin, where
every civiban was a soldier, and
yvet not a professional soldier.

The government should be as
frugal and simple as possible, with
no taint of monarchy or aristocracy.
He was agamsi {1king away the
power of the States to gve to the
Federal governmcnt or of taking
away the power of Congress to give
1o the President.

«I am for free commerce with
all nations,” he wrote, ‘political
connection with nome”. Free trade
was the zdvice he had given his
French friends, becauvse a country
made up of farmers needed low
prices fur manufactured goods In
advising against foreign entangle-
ments he was voicing the belief of
many Americans of his time that
political alliances with the Old
World could only complicate the
growih of democracy in the New
World.

I am for freedom of religion, for
freedom of the press, and against all
violations of the Constitution (which
try) to silence by force and not by
reason the complaints or criticisms,
just or unjust, of our citizens”
against the conduet of their officiale.
He was against going “backwards
instesd of forwards to look for
improvement’”. Finally, “Iam for
encouraging the progress of scirnce
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in all its branches.”

On these principles Jefferson
hoped to sce lard the foundativns
of a political party. But, as Fed-
eralist spies began to annoy him
more, Jefferson becan to think of
his quiet home in Virginia, where
his mail, at any rate, would be less
likely to be tempered with by ofii-
cials looking for treasonable state-
ments. So in the summer and
autumn of the year 1800, fecling
his work well done, Jefforson retired
to Monticello, He rode his plante-
tion and cultivated his erops,

XVI. MR. PRESIDENT

While Jefferson had been taking
his last vacation at DMonticello, the
capital had finally been moved to
the new city of Washington in June
1800. This wes the “capital city
on the Potomac” for wlich Jeffer-
son had bargrined his support of
Hamilton’s first financial bills.
Crude and raw as it was, it was
dJefferson’s own capital as aristo-
cratic Philadelplva eould never have
been, For that November Jeffer-
son had heen elected Preesident of
the United States

His election had been fought tooth
and nail, by fair means and foul
Not only did Hanmilton w:sh to sce
the Republicans dcfeated , he also
did not want to sce Adains made
President again. [or he despsed
Adams, this man who had “traitor-
ously’ allowed peace with France
First he tried to get Washington
to run agam But beforc a letter
could reach Mount Vernon, the
“father of his country” dicd Then
Hamilton published a criticism of
Adams, and appeals to all Federa-
lists to vote for C. C. Pinckney
instead. The only effect of these
attacks, however, was thavr more
people voted for the Republican
candidates.

For the second time the Ameri-

can people turned to the prineciples
of the Declaration of Independence
and against the principles of old
Europe. Adams and Pinckney
were both defeated. Jefferson and
Aaron Burr were elected.

But Jefferson and Burr each
had the same number of votes !
Here was soniethimg the Constitu-
tion had overlooked. The Consti-
tution stated that the candidate
with the second highest number of
voles should be Vice President,
and 1t was really as Vice President
that the Republicans had nomi-
nated and voted for Burr. The
constitution also stated that, in the
case of a tie between the highest
canchdates, the House of Represent-
atives should decide which was to
he President and which Vice Presi-
dent And the House of Repre-
sentatives was still Federalist when
counted by States, which was the
way it was to vote !

Ilamilton hated Burr perhaps
more than he did anyone else in
the world. Tt was Burr who had won
Now York Swate away from him.
Aaron Burr was an ambitious man,
very much like Hamilton in charae-
ter  Though he could not bring
himself 1o plot for the Presidency,
neither could he bring himself to
renounce 1t openly. He kept quiet.
This unclearnozs i Burr's actions
earned him the distrust of many
Republieans, mcluding Jefferson.

Jefferson, for his part, expressed
himself as quite willmg to abiude by
the decision of Congress. The
House of Representatives assembled
hehnd elosed doors, with the Senato
as witnesses, to choose the President.
Each of the sixteen States had one
vote. On the first ballot Jefferson
received only ecight votes, Burr
six, and two States could nog
make up their mmnds  The wmnner
needed nine votes The House
voted agem Same rcsult. Again
the House voted The vute re-
maincd unchanged.  Again and

-
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again and again, all that night, the
Representatives voted. The next
morning nothing had been settled.
Days passed, and the vote was still
the same. Gouverneur Morris mot
Jefferson on the steps of the Capitol
and suggested that a bargain might
be struck with the Federahsts
Jefferson refused to have any deal-
ings with them. A week passed,
and on the thirty-sixth balloting,
Maryland and Vermont swung over
to Jefferson, giving hum ten votes,

The Federalists faced a future
in which the country was no longer
to be theirs to rule. But they still
had a card wup thewr sleeves. Until
the inauguration on March 4th,
Adams was still President, Congress
was still Federalist. Congress hastily
set about providing for the future
of many faithful Federalists. Follow -
ing a plan of Hamilton's, they
passed a law creating many new
Federal courts. The judges were
to be appointed for life, so that
they could not be removed by the
incoming Republican administra-
tion. As Jefferson, still sitting at the
head of the Senate, pointed out,
there were at that time already
moro Federal courts than the coun-
try needed, but that had nothing
to do with the plan.

The law was hurriedly passed,
the judges were appomnted, the
Senate consented to the appoint-
ments. Time was passung swiftly
and, by the evening of March 3rd,
several of the commissions had not
yet been signed. Latc into the
night Chief Justice John Marshall.
acting as Secretary of State, sat at
his desk filling out the commissions
and signing them.

Jefferson had already chosen
Levi Lincoln as his Attorney Gen-
eral. The story, as 1t came down
in his family, is that Jefferson
called on Mr Lincoln, gave him his
watch, and ordered him to take
Possession of the State Department

THREE BOOKS IN ONE

on the stroke of midnight. At mid-
night Lincoln dramatically entered
Judge Marshall’s office. ¢I have
been ordered by My Jefferson,” he
said solemnly, “to take possession
of this office and its papers”.

“Why, Mr. Jefferson has not yet
quahfied,” exclaimed the startied
Chief Justice and acting Secretary

of State. It is not yet twelve
o’ clock,” and he drew out his
watch.

Whereupon Lincoln drew out
his, and showed it to Marshall.
“This is the President’s watch,”
he said, “and rules the hour”.

Judge Marshall looked longingly
at the unfinished commissions on
his desk. But in his pocket he had
a few of the commissions, and the
men who finally rcecived them were
thercafter called - John Adams’s
midnight judges™

Jefferson’s first task as Prosident
was the sclection of his Cabinet.
The two outstanding members of
Jefferson’s party  were James
AMadison, the natural choice for Sec-
retary of State, and Albert (allatin,
who received Hamilton's old posi-
tion of Secretary of the Treasury.

Jefferson and lis Cabinet imme-
diately set about cleaning up Fed-
eralist abuses. They pardoned all
those in prison for violating the
Sedition Law. They gave back
the fines collected They cancelled
the offices of the “midnight judges”.
To thoso who had suffered under
the Alien and Sedition Laws Jeffer-
son wrote personal letters of cheer
and good will.

Thomas Paine wos still in Fra.nce,
now living unhappily in a dirty
little hovel, scemingly forgotten by
the nation hehad done so much to
create  Jefferson wrote him that
now America wa» more like what
it had been just after the Revolu-
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tion, when men had believed in
liberty and the rights of man.
Would Paine, who had all his lifo
labored to make the world lke
this, care to come back to Ameruea ¢
The President offcred him passage
in a naval vessel then visiting
France. For Paine il not dare
cross the ocean in an ordinary mer-
chant ship. The Eunglish navy
might easily have picked him up
during a search at sea and clapped
him in jrons. The British govern-
ment was one at Icast that had not
forgotten Tom Paine.

Paine accepted the mwvitation
with joy.

In December 1801, Congress
assembled again. Instead of appear-
ing before it to deliver his annual
address, Jefferson sent it a written
message—a practice which has been
followed by all the Presidents ever
since except Woodrow Wilson The
Federalist journals sneered Was
not a procedure that was good
enough tor the King of England good
enough for Mr. Jefferson ? As a
matter of fact Jefforson had sent
in a written message simply bevause
he wrote better than he ~poke If
he had thought of the King of
England, he certamly would not
have changed lus plans  The lasy
thing Jefferson  was mterested
was givmg an arwstocratie impres-
sion.

He forbade the use of the Prest-
dent's image on coms  Ile made
a practice to refuse all presents He
did not allow lis birthdey to he
celebrated as  Washington’™s and
Adamsg’s had been  He avouded
anything that aped royal customs.

The most important event to
happen during Jofferson’s eight
years in the Presidency was the
Louisiana DPurchase  When the
United States extended ounly to the
Mississippi, it made a great differ-
ence which nation controlled New

Orlcans. If the farmers of the
West, of Kentueky and Ohio, ¢ould
not float their produce down the
Mississippi into the Gulf of Mexico,
they were lost. The overland roads
wore nothing but muddy trails. As
long as Spaun, a weak country, held
this key city, there was no trouble,
but when Napoleon took il from
Spain 1 1802, he canceled the
treaties that Jefferson had signed
with Spain and closed New Orleans
to AAmerican produce

Tmmedhately & new clamor for
war broke out in the West. This
time it was the Federalists in the
East who were all for peace. But
Jefferson was consistent. He refus-
ed to plunge the country into war.
Instead he sent, Robert Livingston,
American nanister 1o France,
instruetions to arrange some sort of
treaty  Livingston began to nego-
tiate with Napoleon. He offered to
buy New Orleans for six million
dollars He seemed to get nowhere
and wrote back that the whole
matbter might as well be dropped.
Jefferson  at once sent James
Monroe to help Livingston with the
negotiations.

Before Monroe could reach Paris,
however, Napolion had come to a
sudden deeision. He was about to
cubark on 2 new war with England,
and Kngland’s fleet was the strong-
est in  the world  How could
Napoleon hope 1o protect the Louis-
wna Terntory so far away ! Be-
sides, he needed money for his wars.
Cive him fifteen m'lion dollars, he
sawd, and the United States could
have, not only New Orleans, but
the whole of Louisiana.

Livingston was dazed. Buye
whole empire as g as the United
States 2 Those had not been his
ingtructions, but, taking his couray«
m his hands, he seized the bargam
Monroe arrived and agreed with
Ihim. They signed the treaty in
April 1803.
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_Perhaps no one was more sur-
prised than Jefferson that the
French should give up an cmpire
as easily as this. On the other
hand his conscience bothered him
Did the Constitution give him the
power to take over land like this ?
He played with the idea of rushing
through an amendment to the Con-
stitution. But there was no time.
Suppose Napolcon changed his
mind in the meantime ! The treaty
was adopted.

How the Federulists in the
Senate stormed ! Lowisiana could
only mean more Democrats, more
pioneer farmers with dJeffersonian
ideas.

They were right, of course.
From then on the pioneer mind
became the typical American mind.
And this mind always faced West
until finally the Pacific had been
reached. Out of the Louitiana Pur-
chase were finally carved the States
of Louisiana, Arkansas, DMissouri,
Towa, South Dakota, Nehraska,
Kansas, and Oklahoma, with great
portions of Colorado, Montana,
Wyoming, North Dakota, and
Minnesota. A great deal of this
territory was practically unknown

Jefferson had often though-
with greed of the wealth of know-
ledge that a trained observer could
find in the great Northwest. He
had tried to inspwre the explorer
Ledyard with this enthusiasm while
in France. When, in 1792, Captain
Gray discovered the Columbia River
on the Pacific ocoast, Jefferson’s
interest was fired anew. That year
he suggested to the American Philo-
sophical Socicty that it send an
exploring expedition across the
continent. He and some others
would contribute the money.

Such an expedition was actual-
ly started. It was put in charge
of Meriwether Lewis, & young man
of nineteen who had grown up not

ten miles from Monticello. But
the other leader of the expedition,
a French scientist, was ordered else-
vherc by his government, and that
plan also fell through. In 1801
Lewis became private secretary to
the President and they must have
discussed the idea of westward
exploration agsin and again

Their chance came in January
1803. Congress was debating an
act to establish itrading houses with
the Indian tribes. The President
sent Congress a confidential message
mm which he urged that the Indians
of the Missouri Valley should not
be overlooked To lay out trade
routes and look the possibilities over
it might be a good idea to send an
expedition first The message had
to be secret, of course, because this
territory was owned by France.

Congress fell in with the idea
and voted the President a modest
sum of money for such an exped:
tion Jefferson added some from
his own pocket. Captamn Lews
would, of course, be in charge.
Jefferson now knew hmm, after
two yecrs of working together, to
be the ideal man for the job. He
was a good leader of men, expert in
wooderaft, knew the character of
the Indians as well as thewr customs
and beliefs, was a careful observer
of nature, and most important of
all, knew just what Jeffcrson ex-
pected of the expedition.

Lewis asked if Lc might have
go with him his old comrade-in-
arms, William Clark Licutenant
Clark was the youngest brother of
the Goorge Rogers Clark who had
captured the Northwest Territory for
the United States just before Jeffer-
son was made Governor of Virginia.
Like his brother, William Clark was
a veteran Indian fighter and woods-
man.

Late in 1803 Lewis and Clark
took their little party into winter
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quarters in St. Louis, at the mouth
of the Missouri. Here they trained
their men thoroughly until they
were ready to start in the spring
Meanwhile, the great news camo
that Napoleon had sold Lowsiana
and that the exploration was there-
fore to be made n Umted States
territory after all. There would be
no interference from Franece or
Spein.

On the l4th of May, 1304, the
expedition finally set outin three
boats. It comsisted of fourtcen
army soldiers, nine voluntecrs, an
interpreter and his Indian witt . and
Clark’s Negro valet Pari of .he
way they were accumpanied by
sixteen additional men. That wm-
ter they spent in North Dakota
among the Mandan Indians They
continued up the 3Mssouri untid
they came to three forks of the
river which Lewis named the Jeffer-
son, the, Madison, and the Gallatin
Then they followed the Jefferson
into southwestern Montana, whore
the Shoshone Indians gave them
horses to cross the Rockies. They
paddled down the Columbia River
in canoes and reached ils mouth on
November 15, 1805

In a yoar and a half expeditinn
had traveled about four thorn.oad
miles. It had met [ndian {rhes
never before seen by wlate men
It had discovered new animals like
the grizzly bear, the mule deer,
and the mountain goat Il hed
collected many specimens of earths,
salts, minerals, and plants 14 had
been the first party of explorers to
reach the Pactfic bv cros-mg the
continent north of Mexico And it
had thereby established Ameriva’s
most imporlant claim to the Oregon
Territory. In  everything that
Jefferson had wished, 1t was a
success.

After spending the winter on
the coast the party started Dback un
March 23, 1806, and reached St

Louis exactly six months later, one
third the time it had taken them to
go, though thoy stopped to explore
the Yellowstone on the way. Lewis
and Claik came back to Washing-
ton as men who had successfully
carnied  ont the most romantic
exploration of modern times. The
leaders were rewarded with largo
grants of land  Captain Lewis was
made governor of the northern
part of the Louisiana Territory,
while Clark beeame brigadier gene-
ral of the territorial militia, and
later Indian agent.

It had Deen Harilion's idea to
keep the government constantly in
debt to the rich. This would givo
people with money a chance to
make more out of the government,
and 1t would also mean that the
wealthy classes would always sup-
pori the government, since their

money was invested in it. But
Jefferson had the curious idea,
which no government has ever

followed, of making cach generation
pay back 1ts own debts He did not
think it fair for people to make
debts thas  their children would
havo to pay

So Jefferson and Gallatin sold tho
eavernment’s <hare of the United
S aves Bank  They paid for
the Lowsiana Purchase by selling
the land cheaply They economized
expenscs, abolishiig many unneces-
sary government offices that hed
been  filled with place-hunting
Federalists  They reduced  the
number of ministers seat to foreign
countries and eut down the size of
the navy This made it possible
for Congress to reduce the taxes of
the country

Jefferson’s first term of office
was ending with the country as »
whole very well satisfied with the
Republican Partv's admmistration
Jefferson himeed was 1unmensely
popular  He should now have been
one of the happiest men i the
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world But now at the height of
his public triumph, he was over-
whelmed by private tragedy. His
daughter Maria died. <«I have lost
the half of all T had’, Jefferson
wrote to his old school friend Page,
then Governor of Virginia. That
winter Martha’s family moved into
the White House to help her father
bear his loneliness.

In the clection of 1804, Jefferson
received 162 clectoral votes while
C.C. Puncknoey, the Federalist candi-
date, got only 14 'This Republican
landshde spelled the finish of the
Fedeialist pirty Its spirit had
alrcady been broken with the death
of Alexancer Hamilton in July 1804.
The enmity betwcen Aaron Burr
and Hamilvon had reached such a
pitch that Burr sent the Federalist
leader a challenge, fought a duecl
with him, and killed him

Burr’s political career seemed
ended by this deed. Jefferson’s
Vice President for his second term
was George Clinton, former Gover-
nor of New York. The Twelfth
Amendment to the Constitution
was passed so that never again
would there arise the question as
to which of two men had been
elected President and which Vice
President. From now on Vice
Presidents were voted for only as
Vice Presidents

Jefferson hoped in his s cond
term to devote himself to making
public improvements and 1o en-
couraging the growth of education
and science. With the national
debt being rapidly paid off, this
should have becn easy  But these
grand schemes for prosperity and
public happiness were ended by
events in Europe.

England and France were at
death grips for the control of
Europe England with her great
fleet decided to starve France into
submission In 1806 she declared

the western coast of Europe under
blockade. Napoleon immediately
struck back by declaring the British
Isles blockaded. Now Napoleon’s
blockade meant practically nothing,
for he had not the ships to enforce
1t, but England’s blockade was
disastrous for American commerce.
Soon the American coast had war-
ships from France and England
hovermg around, capturing Ameri-
can vessels and violatiug all the
rights of neutral powers. A great
many Americaus began {o shout
for war agamst England. A great
many others, whose experiences
were dufferent, raised an cqual shout
for war on Napoleon Now, which-
ever side America jomed, she would
Lelp the other. As between Napo-
leon and George JII Jefferson could
sce nothing to choose  DBoth were
the sort of tyrants he detested.
Their wars only added to the cor-
ruption and tyranny over Europe
Why should America help either,
especially when  what  America
needed most just then was a peace-
ful chance to grow  But the arro-
gant high-handedness of the British
and French navies in the Atlantic
grew so greal that Jefferson had to
do something He re~orted once
again 4o his favorite commercial
weapon He ot Congress to pass
an Bmbargo et 1n December 1807.
From then on American slups were
forbidden to leave Amecrica for any
European port whatsoever.

For a vear this law held good.
Then the vigorous American ship-
ping industry began to languish
and die. Next came the turn of
the farmers whose produce piled up
in the warchouses till 1t decayed,
because 16 could not be sold abroad.
Complaints began to rise higher and
higher until in March 1809, during
Jefforson’s last few days in office, the
bill had to e repealed. In its place
was passed the Non-Intercourse
Act, which merely forbade trading
with England and France. In little
more than a year Jeflerson had lost
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almost all the popularity he had
enjoyed for more than six years of
his Presidency. The only satis-
faction that the year 1808 had
brought the Presilent was the
opporiunity to put his signature to
an aet of Congress forbidding the
future importation of slaves,

When candidates for the next
election were being chosen, eight
State legislaturcs passed resolutions
endorsing Jefferson for a third term
This, in spite of the unpopularily
of the Embargo Act, must have
meade him feel much better. More
States would have followed, but
Jefferson stopped the talk of a
third term at once He pomted out
that, though the Constitution sud
nothing about resimeting tihe
number of terms any one man might
serve. such a restriction would be
the best way to keep the office from
becoming a position for life and
possibly even hereditary. Shoru
terms were safer for democracy
So Madison was chosen to be the
next “President, to Jefferson’s n-
tense joy, for he loved the faithful
Madison as he would a son The
country would he in gund hands
I would follow mn the directiom
ponted by the Declaration of In-
dependence.  He could retire now,
at the age of sixty.six, to cultivate
hus Monticello

XVIl. HE STILL LIVES

Soon after Jefferson’s retirement
from Washington some young men
came to seek his advice about their
studies. In supervising the course
of therr reading Jefferson's aim
wes, he said, to keep their attention
fixed on the mam object of all
science —the freedom and happiness
of man.

As Jefferson discussed thew
problems with his young disciples,
there grew sharper and more msis.
tent in his mmnd a pet scheme that
he had cherished for many yeors

Even as a young Virginian law-
maker he had fought vigorously for
a well-rounded plan of free public
education, embracing everything
from grade school to university.
Despite Madison’s able help, these
plans had not made much headway
against the conservative leaders of
the State. Now Jefferson fastened
on the university part of the plan
as something he must see accomp-
lished.

Jefferson had a young friend,
Joseph Carrington Cabell, as in-
terested m education as he was. He
urged Cabell to enter the State legis-
lature and help pass laws that will
give children primary schools and
voung men a worthy university.
lIe ran for the House of Delegates
and was cleeted  In 1810 he ran
for the State Senate, was clected,
and <layed there nineteen years
Ho refused appointments to Madi-
son’s and to Monroe’s Cabmet, pre-
ferring to stay in Virgima where
he could keep an eye upon what he
eonsidered his trust—the educa-
tnal laws of lus State.

Tn waging his grand fight for
what he called <«the holy cause of
the University,” Cabell discovered
many cnemies  First and  most
mmportant was the indifference of
the people, which 18 one of the
heaviest hurdens that a believer 1
democracy must learn to bear and
understand. Then there was the
opposttion of William and Mary,
loath to se¢ another university in
the State. Fuolly there was the
minlerance of mny 1o the Jea of
on ~mfidel calloge.” for Je-flerson's
nnconcealed purpose was The crea-
tien of a non-scetarian sciwol

As the years went by seemin v
without re~ult Jefferson fin v
scized an opportunuty to found the
sort of university he wanted e.(n
without the help of the State  Oue
morning in 1814 as he was canler-
ing down a hillside, he passed a
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little academy not far from his
home. This academy was in dif-
ficulties and the board of directors
happened to be sitting to solve its
problems when Jefferson rode by.
The president of the board was
Peter Carr, Jefferson’s nephew and
the son of Dabney Carr, Jefferson’s
old friend “Let’s call in Mr.
Jefferson,” said Carr; “he’s always
been interested in education.”

After Jefferson had heaid their
explanations and had told them
his theories of education, he was
struck by a new idea. Why not
reorganize this little academy into
the university he dreamed of ¢

Not long after, dJefferson had
convinced the board of the wisdom
of such a plan, and they all set
about founding Central College
Jefferson himself, burdencd as he
was by debis, contributed a thou-
sand dollars. Three years later
Central College was well on its way
to being finished.

Then at last, Cabell and his
friends, by a great effort, pushed
through a bill for the founding of
a State university. Jefferson imme-
diately offered the partly complsted
Central College to the State Not
only would this save the State
money but it would kecp the State
college where Jefferson wanted it —
at his own doorstep

Jefferson’s friends knew he wasg
right in wanting the University in
Albemarle County, and they worked
to get him his way. Who else
would supervise the fledgling college
with such loving caro ? Who else
would take so many pains and who
descrved greater credit for the
success of the bill # This seventy-
four-year-old man had fought
forty years for this university, and
now that it existed it should be his
to run.

First Jefferson was concerned
with the physical appearance of the

University. This was to be no
rude pile or haphazard jumble of
buildings This school was to have
a sound mind in a healthy body. It
was to delight the eye as woll as
stimulate the intellect. Thus would
the university gain prestige, attract
famous teachers from all over the
world, and give the students real
examples of beautiful classical art.
So Jefferson turned again to Palla-
dio, his architectural Bible.

Jefferson’s plan was that the
university should be, not a single
building. but a sort of well-thought-
out academic village. There was
to be 2 small and separate lodge
for cach professor with two or more
large halls below for his class and
two chambers above for his living
quarters. Connecting these lodges
would be one-storey dormitories
where the students were to have
their rooms. A covered way made
it possible for students to go from
one school to the next in any weather
without getting wet. Of course,
the students of any particular pro-
fessor were to have those dormito-
ries nearest his lodge. Jefferson
remembered how much his personal
contact with Professor Small had
meant to him in his own college
days.

The Rotunda was modeled on
the Roman Pantheon, the ancient
Temple of All the Gods. Each of
the ten lodges, too, was adapted
from some different famous build-
ing of ancient times—the Theater
of Marcellus, the Baths of the Em-
peror Dincletian, the Temple of
Fortune, and so on. Studying
Greek and Latin, encient history,
and classic art inside such buildings
might make what the students read
more alive to them.

There were to be many novel
features in the University of Vir-
ginia. For onc thing there was to
be no president. Every ye.r the
professors were to clect one of
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their own number to act as chair-
man. The professors were also to
remain free to choose their own
textbooks. Thoir lodges were as-
signed to them by drawing lots.

Though Jefferson had planned
on ten schools or facullies, there
was money cnough for only seven
when the university formally opened
in March 1825 These seven inde-
pendent schools taught Anecient
Languages, Modern Languages,
Mathematies, Natural Philosophy
(physies), Moral Philosophy, Chemis-
try, and Medicine. An eighth
school, that of Law, was opened
the next year Only two deurees
were to be granted “Graduate’ to
any student who completed the
course m any one school, and
“Doctor” to a graduate of more
than one school who also showed
that he would continue his stadies
and would probably do something
for science. Tho 116 students with
whom the University opened were
free to enter any of the schools
they Wished, and to take any of
the courses they were prepared for.
This is the elective system that
Jefferson had observed in Europe
but which was a mnew idea mn tho
United States

One of Jefferson’s novelties that
aroused the most ill-fecling was the
fact that the University was not
under the guidence of any particu-
lar church. It was non-seciarian
Every college in those days was
expected to have a clergyman at
its head At the TUniversity of
Virginia clergymen of different
denominations were asked to preach
each Sunday, but the students were
not forced to attend chapel if they
did not wish.

Another typical Jeffersonian
idea was student self-government
He felt that minor offenses at least
should be left to & board of trust-
worthy students to punish. He also
advocated the honor system

examinations, but this plan did not
go into offcct until sixteen ycars
aftor his death.

Jeflerson tried to keep in touch
with every professor and student.
Membors of the faculty were fre-
quent guests at Monticello. Once a
weck he invited students to his
house in groups of four or five.
Before and after dinner he spoke
with each boy individually, but he
let them dine by themselves. At
this 11me his hearmg was becoming
difficult so that he could not under-
stand very well when more than
one person was spcaling at once.
So as not to disturb the boys’ fun
he therefore sat by himself in a
little recess near the dining room.

had by no means
stopped designing  things for the
University,  Over eighty  he drew
up plans for an astronomical obser-
vatory and for an anatom) labora-
tory, though money was lacking to
build them

Jefferson

Conlemplation of the future had
never failled to gmve dJofferson a
thrill  This wiuversity that he had
made would live its own life, would
giow, ¢ven after he was dead The
world might forget the name of
Thomas Jefferson, and yet he him-
self would be alive in this child
ol his, shaping the nunds of thou-
sands of young men of the future
some of them perhaps geniuses
that Awmecrica would always he proud

of.

It must not be thought that *n
the midst of all this buildmng «nd
planning for the future Jeffer.on
had forgotten the hopes with winch
he had retwred from the Whie
House He still <cultivated Tl
garden”. The University itself was
merely the most splendid growth of
that garden—a sort of sturdy oak
planted in the midst of homely
vogetables and prefty flowers. The
prettiost of all the flowers were his
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grandchildren.

When Grandfather came home
to live for good, the children form-
ed the habit of following him all
over the house and garden. He
supervised their games andinvented
new ones for them and gave out the
prizes to the winners. He asked
them questions on their schooling
and answered theirs. As soon as
each child could read he had begun
to send it letters, and, as soon as
it could write, he expected letters
from it. When away, he was always
sending them clippings and poems
he thought would interest them

The older Jefferson grew, the
more of a miser he became of his
time. As if he had not accomplish-
ed enough for one man, he wantel
to squeeze the last drops of wisdom
and activity out of the few years
that remamed to him Once he
said to his daughter : «It is surpris-
ing how much you can do if you
arc always up and doing.” So he
was always up and doing.

No matter what time he had
gone to bed the night hefore, he
always rose with the »un While
the rest of the household still slept,
he wrote and read leiters until
breakfast, which he took early.
After breakfast he usuully read for
another half-hour Then he visited
his garden and rode over the plant-
ation, or, in later years, to the
University. When he came back,
he either studied or amused himself
at his work bench, where he aluways
had some new model in progress
From one to three he was sure
to be on horseback. In the eve-
ning he dined, and conversed with
friends or played with the children.
He went to his room at about nine,
where he read for another hour or
two before going to bed

Fortunate for Jefferson that he
had the building of the University
to take his mind off his big Southern

household sometimes, for he
would have gone distracted at the
great burden of debt it was piling
up on his shoulders Little by little,
pieces of his  various estates began
to slip away to pay these debts.
He found that he was what is some-
times called “land poor”’. That is,
he owned lots of land that was only
making him poorer overy year. His
Embargo Act in 1808 had hit hs
own farms as badly as anyone else’s,
and the War of 1812 had made his
crops of cotton and tobacco almost
worthless, for they could not he
sold

Durmg the War, the British
had burned down the Library of
Congress, and Jefferson saw a chance
both to do his country a good turn
and to satisfy his own creditors
somewhat He sold his own library
—one of the best and largest in the
country, one that he had lovingly
collected for fifty years—to the
government. All the money from
the sale of his library went to pay
debis. It did not pay all the debts
hut it helped considerably, and
Jefferson was beginning to look
up again from under his burden
when another financial blow sudden-
ly threatened to crush him. Former
Giovernor Wilson Nicholas of Vir-
gmia, an old political friend, whose
daughter Thomas Jefferson Ran-
dolph kad married, went bankrupt.
Jefferson had endorsed a note of
his for 20,000, and now Jefferson
was expected to pay this, too. It
was the finishing touch to the ruin
of Jefferson’s fortune.

In desperation Jefforson tried
to sell his estates, even in the
cnd offering up Monticello itself.
But he could find no rich buyer.
Then he asked Cabell to see if the
legislature would allow him to sell
the estates by raffle or lottery. This
permission was finally granted, but
when his friends throughout the
United States heard that the Sage
of Monticello was about to lose his
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home, they bogan to rally behind
him in the newspapers Subserip-
tions were at once taken up, New
York City sent him $8500 . $5000
came from Philadelphia, and §3000
from Baltimore And this scemed
but the begmning

The closing years were made
happy by still another event In
1824 Lafayette came back to visit
America. And he did not fail to
visit Monticello. The {wo old
friends had last seen cach other
thirty-six years ago at the dawn of
the French revolution Thev had
both been young men then, and it
had been quite a different world
from the one they lhived in now
Lafayette was now sixiy-seven and
permanently lamed from his hard-
ships in prison ; Jeflferson was
eighty-onec and almost on the
threshold of death. But they had
always written each other, and
their friendship had not changed
nor had their attitude toward the
things they had done altercd

For it was no secret to Jefferson
that he had not much longer to
live. When Adams asked him 1 a
letter whether he would Live his life
over agam, he had answered that he
would, that he thought his hfe had
been worthwhile and happy, and
that he was a natural optimst Jeffer-
son had never suffered from boredom
because he had early learnt never
to be without an interesting occup-
ation. Though he had been scnsi-
tive to criticism, and had 1ccerved
plenty of 1t, he had learned to hear
that, too, so that it had never made
him give up his faith in free spcech
for all men.

He had had only one fear, Jeffer-
son said, and that was that he might
live too long, leading in his cxtreme
dotage the life of a cabbage and
boring others by telling the same
old tale four times over But now
even that fear was gone, for Jeffer-
son had discovered that he was
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afflicted by an ailment that would
soon carry him off.

One day, as Jefferson was walk-
ing off the veranda, a rotten step
gave way under him and he fell.
His left arm was broken, a serious
thing for a man over eighty. Fora
long time the hand and fingers of
his left arm were quite useless, and
writing was now almost out of tho
question The ailment he had been
Leeping from his family, which was
dysentery complicated by other
signs of old age, at last began to
sap ns great strength, making it
difficull for him even to walk,
exaept for a few steps in the garden.
But he still msiwsted on riding.

A day without horseback exer-
cise was for Jefferson like a day
without sun  His long lean form
on horsehack had now for many
years become one of the things that
people in the neighhorhood c¢xpec-
ted 1o see daily.

He hiad even written the epitaph
to be carved on his tombstone. I
15 curreus that this man, who had
accomplished so much and who had
held so many honors, omitted from
the simple list of his life’s achieve-
raents  Ilis greatest pride is mot
in having been President of his
country, but in having given it
those things by which it would grow
great and admirable. His Presi-
dency was of the past, but these
three things pointed into the
fuiure .

Here Was Buried
THOMAS JEFFERSON

Anthor Of
The Declaration of American
Independence
Of the Statuto of Virginia IFor
Religivus Ireedom
And Father of the University of
Virginia

The thrd of July 1826 [yurd
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Jefferson in bed ill and dying. The
problem troubling him was. Who
would take his place as rector of
the University of Virginia ? He
hoped it would be Madison and felt
beiter at the thought Then he
became delirious. Fifty years were
swept aside. The American colonies
were about to declare their Revolu-
tion to the world. He went through
the motions of writing. He spoke
of the Committee of Safety. He
said : “Warn the Committeec to be
on the alert.”

Jefferson became conscious again
in the night. «This is the Fourth ?”
he asked the people at his bedside
No one answered, for they could
not bear to tell him il was not,
knowing what he wanted.

“This is the Fourth ?"’ Jefferson
repeated. His son-in-law nodded.

«“Oh,” said Jefferson and seemed
pleased. Up in Washington they
would be celebrating the fiftieth
anniversary of the Day of Indepen-
dence. He had declined the invi-
tation to be an honored gucst. He
had had his own accounts to settle
with history on that day. He lay
back, satlisfied, and history did not
cheat him, for it was not until one
o’ clock in the afternoon of July
4th, 1826, that he breathed his
last.

Up in Braintree, Massachusetts,
that samec day, John Adams lay
dying in his ninety-first year. As
the sun sank on the fiftieth anni-
versary of the Day of Independence,
John Adams died. His last words
were :

«Thomas Jefferson still lives.”
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MARY McLEOD BETHUNE

DAYS OF CEASELESS TOIL

Mary Jane turned in her slecp
and turned again, cautious of the
spears that poked through the
mattress and pricked her skin. A
ooarse sacking, stuffed with straw,
was all the bed she had, for she was
a Negro child. Feather tickings
and linen covers were for white folk.

She woke up, hecause she knew
from habit that it was morning,
even though a peck through o knot-
hole in the pine-board wall told
her it was still pitch-dark out-
side. Five o’clock was rising time
the year round, for on a cotton
farm the work was never done,
and not a minute of the day could
be wasted. Mary jumped out of
bed, exchanged her nightshirt for
a cotton_dress, and ran to the kit-
chen, There she found her mother
standing at the big iron stove, fix-
ing breakfast of bacon fat back,
hominy grits, and coffeo. The room
was steamy warn from the conking—
too warm ; even in January South
Carolina isn’t very cold “Go
wash, child,” her mother reminded
her.

*Can we eat soon ?”’

“Soon as your chores are done.
Now, go wash.”

A big wooden tub of water stood
on the back porch, and her hrothers
and sisters were washing in it. There
were seventeen McLoeod children,
fourteen of them older than Mary,
some married and living in cabins
of their own by now. Sally, the
oldest, had gone all the way to a
city to live ; coming home only
once for a visit, dressed in beautiful
clothes and bringing a trunkful of

presents with her. A host of Mo-
Leods still gatherad about the tub
every morning to wash, so that
Mary had to wail her turn.

“Hurry up I”
“Hush up I

“Stop quarreling and get to your
chores.”

Bed must be made before break-
fast, the mule must be hitched to
the plow, and the cow led to pas-
ture Mary was only nine ; so to
her fell the simple responsibility
of leading the cow out to the field.
She plunged her hands into the
cold waler, tried to rub up a
lather from the crude soap mado by
her mother from ecaustie soda and
render fat, and sluiced her face with
the results, washed quickly, and
was off to the cow-shed.

The animal followed her meekly
to the pasture A thin sliver of
pinkish Iight was just beginning to
show along the horizon The land
all around the MgLeod farm began
to be visthle : furrowed acres where
the cotton would be planted, and
beyond that flat and swempy
wasteland

Bouncing back in through the
kitchen door, Mary found the older
members of the family already eat-
g breakfast Agein the young-
est had to wait, bocause the table
was't big enough to accommodate
everyone at one sitting.

When the last dish was washed
and the last pot seoured and hung
away, the whole family—Samuel
and Patsy McLeod and the seven
or eight of their seventeen children
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who still lived home, the youngest
a pursing infant—left their four-
room cabin and started for the
cotton fields.

This was plowing time ; the new
cotton season was starting.

They walked cautiously on their
bare feet, avoiding the rows of
sharp stubble left from last year’s
cotton crop. The family mule, call-
ed Old Bush because of his bushy
tail, was standing hitched to a wide-
bladed plow. Slowly he pulled the
plow along the furrows, piling
mounds of earth on each side, a
McLeod at his head tio guide Jum,
another at the plow The mule was
the most valuable asset that the
family had.

The McLeods broke their backs
over the land, but they worked with
love, because the land was their
own. They were free Patsy and
Samuel had been slaves, made to
_work from sunup to sunsct on
somcone else’s land, with no profit
to themselves. Then came the
Civil War and Abraham Lincoln’s
Emancipation Proclamation that
had set them free. Thewr older
children had becen slaves, too ;
Mary Jane and the two younger
than she had been born in freedom

Patsy McLeod left the field dur-
ing the morning and sat down
under a shade tree to nurse her
youngest, Hattie. Toward the
middle of the day she went back to
the cabin to prepare the midday
meal.

Mary watched her mother leave
the field. Soon there would be hot
rice and black-eyed peas mixed
with ham, steaming in bowls and
waiting for them,

A call from the cabin told them
that the midday meal was ready,
and the little group of all ages and
sizes straggled in from the field.

THREE BOOXS IN ONE

Samuel McLeod was a tall, muscular
man, & head or more above any of
his brood. He looked at them lov-
ingly as they walked between
the furrows, then looked back at
the small figure lagging behind the
others.

«C’mon, Mary Jane. What you
lagging behind for 27

«I’m dreaming.”
«“What about 77
«About God, mostly.”

«That's proper dreaming, but
ain’t you hungry ?”

Yes, she was famished ! Brought
out of her reverie by the suggestion,
Mary bolted ahead and reached the
door before the others.

Her fathcr laughed at her
fondly That little one ! Always
different from the others !

Again there was the josi;ling and
pushing around the hig wooden tub.
Again two sittings at the table.

Back to the field the McLeod
fammly trudged, to labor until
dark

After supper there were still
more household chores before even-
ing prayers. Mary tended to the
lamps, carrying each from its place
to the kitchen table, washing and
polishing its glass chimney, trim-
ming its wick, adding to the kero-
sene in the brass bowl, then carry-
mg it back

Before the living-room fireplace
that Samuel McLeod had fashioned
of clay long ago, close to the warm-
th of the fire, rocking gently, sat
the one MecLeod who hadn’t gone
to the fields to labor: Grand-
mother Sophia. She had spent her
whole Jife in slavery ; now she
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could sit at ease, a red bandanna
tied around her wiry gray wool,
sucking on o long stemmed pipe
struck between her toothless gums

Mary finished her lamps and
ran to her grandmother This was
the part of the evening she liked
best, because they would sing
hymns.

Patsy McLeod came to the fire-
place and sank down into a rocker.
Samuel came, too, and cased his
tall figure into an overstuifed
green Morris chair. The rest of
the children gathered about, and
Samuel MecLeod began the first

hymn :
“Free at last,
Free at last,
I thank God I'm free at last...”

Heagds bowed reverently in
prayer aftor the singing. Each pray-
ed silenfly, and whoever cared to
pray aloud did so. No hymnbook
was held and no Bible read, because
none of them could read or write.

The seasons moved on, and
workday followed workday After
plowing was finished, the ficlds had
t0 he planted, and the McLends wait-
ed for thoge first {iny green spears to
show above the ground, each cotton
plant pulting up two leaves There
would be too many plants, and {he
McLeods had to go out wato the
field and “chop out™ the exira
plants with theiwr hoes

Then came the baitle with the
crab grass which kept popping out
of the ground, trymng io kill the
delicate cotton plants

Mary had 1o take her place with
the others to koep the fields clean
of grass and weeds. <Oh, Lord.
deliver me,” Mary would pray as
she bent to her labor.
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The cotton grew sluwly for the
next threc months Cotton had to
be cultivated by hand ; too much
machinery would make it wither
and die

Mary watehed where she chopped,
lest she harm a plant, and she
watched the branches. She wanted
to be the first to spy a bud ; so
did her brothers and sisters. There
was definite glory and distinotion
in finding the first bud.
the first,”’

“Let me be she

praycd.

As if in direct answer to her
pelition, there il was ! Just at a
level with her eyes, that tiny green
square !

‘Here it is ! Here it is !’ she
shouted.

All the McLeods left their work
on this ery and raced to Mary’s

side There it was! The cotton
was budding In exactly three
weeks the flaming red blossoms

would turn the field to scarlet On
the third day of its life each blossom
would wither and drop its petals,
and in their p'ace would be a pod
Tn six more wecks the pod would
ripen into a full-grown eotton boll,
a ereamy wlite fluff, bursting out
of 1ts five-pointed green star, and
the whole field 2ad the ficlds of all
theic neighbors would be white,
glarmg white in the midday sun,
ghostly whit - by moonlight

The McL:ods were still execited
when they walked in from the field
for the last mcal of the day. Dur-
ing evening prayers they prayed for
the cotton, and after prayers they
sai outside and chatted about their

cotlon.

Mary perched on the doursit aned
slared at the stars in the sky 1f
~he stared hard at one of them, it
would split m two. Orshe could
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stare out at the shadowy fields
where she knew there were rows
and rows of budding cotton. No
matter how you stared at cotton,
you couldn’t see it grow. Ko matter
how you listened, you could never
hear it. You could hear corn grow
on a hot, breathless night. It rustl-
ed and whispered. But not cotton.
Cotton was as proud and shy as a
white ledy in a big house.

«“Bedlime, children,” came the
order shattering her reverie. and
the youngest had to froop off to
their straw mattresses.

Mother ecame into the house,
too, because she had ironing to do
before she could go to bed FEven
after working in the fields all day,
she managed to wash and iron
clothes for the white folk and Lring
a few extra pennies into the house-
hold.

As Mary closed her eyes she
knew that tomorrow morning her
mother would have to deliver the
wash bofore she went into the field
She hoped Mama would let Lcr go.
too.

Dircotly after breakfast her
mother picked up the big bundle of
wash, balanced 1t on her head, and
started along the winding dirt road
across the branch, with XMary tag-
ging along.

On they went down the road,
until one more curve brought the
white outhne of their destination
into view There was the big house,
many times larger than vhe McLcod
cabin and with not nearly so many
people in it.

The front entrance was not for
them, so they stepped ofl the drive
to a footpath along the side of the
house to the resr cntrence and
knocked &t the dvor. Tlus was the
home of Patsy McLood’s former
owner Ben Wilson.

THREE BOOKS IN ONI

The door opened to admit Patsy,
and Mary waited outside. A fow
yards from the house she saw what
she knew was the playhouse.
Through the open door she saw two
golden-haired girls about her own
age, Ben Wilson’s grandchildren.

«Hello, Mary,”” said one. ‘Do
you want to come in?”
Mary inched her way in and

gazed about in wonderment at the
dolls, the toys, the diminutive
furniture, the dishes, the clothes.
How white folk did dress up ! Even
the dolls had on silk dresses—and
shoes !

“«Would you like to hold cne of
my dolls ¢

The shoeless guest eased herself
into ono of the scaled-down chairs
while a magnificent doll was laid in
her lap.

“Yes, Ma’ am !

«Let’s play we’re keeping liouse.
You mind my baby for me, while I
have tea ”

Mary waited for fu.ther instrue-
tions.

“Mary, can’t you make the baby
stop crying %'’ said the little hostess
in imitation of her elders. “He’s
spoiling my tea.”

Mary held the make-believe baby
close to lull its crying She got up
and walked about with the doll,
patting its bottom, improvising a
lullaby. Then she paused as her
attention was attracted to an object
on 8 little stand : a book. She
reached out and picked it up.

The golden curls flounced them-
selves across the room, and a quick
hand snatched the book away

“Put down that book! You
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can’t read !”’

The words stabbed deeply. Mary
ran out of the playhouse, out into
the clean morning sunlight. What
had she done? Touched some-
thing she shouldn’t, and her whole
happy morning was spoiled.

What was the trouble hotween
black folk and white, she pondered
as she followed her mother home.
She had just touched <omething,
just touched somothing that was all,

How come white folk had such
big houses and fine clothes ¢ They
had glass in their windows 1hat had
to be polished wuntil it shone and
glistened in the sun. They had
colored folk in the house to do all
the work, and carriages to ride in
whenever they went out.

“Dear Lord,”” she prayed. I
don’t think we’re so free ™

As the Negro cabins came into
sight she saw thom in their true
perspective for the first time  What
had been happy homes an hour be-
fore were shabby, unpainted pine-
board shacks A foew had sagging
porches at the front, and the pidlars
holding up the roofs that extendoed
over the povches looked like
kindling strips compared with the
massive columns of the great house
she had just visited. The MecLcod
cabin leaned a little 1o one side,

as though the ground had sunk
away from it
How come white folk had so

much and colored folk su littlo 2
Maybe the differcnce between them
was just this matter of reading and
writing.

“I'm going to learn to rend !
she resolved, “I’'m going to learn
to read I¥’ '
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THE CRY OF THE SOUL
TO KNOW

From that day on, Mary McLeod
worked with a sober face, bocause
her mind had become obsessed with
a fever - the desire to read.

It was hopeless, though; no
school, no books, mno teacher for
colored children, only cotton, cotton,
colton, season after season. When
they weren’t working in the cotton,
the MeLeods had to tend the paddy
of rice growing in the swampy
ground at the edge of their proper-
ty, or they had to gather fodder or
weed the vegetable patch.

] want to read! I want to
read !’ Mary prayed over and over
as she filled her sack.

When the gunny sack would
hold no more, she started toward
the cabin to empty its contents on
the ground ; and as she bent over
to roll the heavy burden from her
back, she found herself standing be-
fore a stranger. Mary Jane McLeod
looked up into the kindest face she
had ever secen in her DLfe, a Negro
face, yet much palor than hor own.
Mary’s «kin was coal black, and the
woman hefore her, dressed in city
clothes, was a light tan.

«I’m Miss Wilson, Mary.”

Ass 7 Negroes were never
given titles; they were nover master-
ed or'missed.

The whole fomly had come in
from the field to gather about this
vistbor, this Emisa Wilson who had
interrupted their work in the busiest
season of the year.

Patsy put her arm around the
one child in the femily who was
different—Mary Jane.

«We can spare this one,” said
Patsy to Miss Wilson.
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The whole family nodded their
heads in agreement. Yes, it must
be Mary Jane who went.

“She’s a homely child but she’s
the brightest,” put in Samuel.

Miss Wilson smiled at Mary and
explained : ¢The Mission Board of
the Presbyterian Church has sent
me down here to start a school for
Negro children, and I want you to
come to Mayesville as soon as the
cotton piching s finished.”

“I'm gonna read ! You mean
I'm gonna read, Miss Wilson ?”
cried Mary excitedly, her voice
suddenly hoarse as the tears stream-
ed down her face.

Emma Wilson smiled, patted
Mary on the head, and went on
down the dusty road to other Negro
cabins, to beg for more children for
her school. She wanted them all,
but she knew their families would
not give them up. She would be
lucky if she could glean one child
from each crowded cabin.

Emma Wilson had returned to
the South to liberate her people
with education, the only real road
to freedom, and after witnessing
Mary McLeod’s decep passion to
learn, her own hopes ran wild. One
child like Mary Jane could make all
the heartbroak worthwhile.

The McLeods walked back to
their cotton picking, and Mary
galloped ahead of them, trailing an
empty sack behind her.

““Come on !" she rebuked them.
“Hurry up! Get that cotton pick-
ed. Don’t be so slow Igotto go
to school !’

The words, <«Put down that
book ! You can’t read I were go-
ing to be erased from her soul.

THREE BOOKS IN ONE

CLIMBING JACOB’S LADDER

Mary stood on one bare foot and
then the other, clutching her
father’s hand, as together they sur-
veyed the contents of the Mayesville
general store. Sam had money to
spare—not much, but enough so
that he could buy his daughter a
gift for her first day at school.

He had hauled his cotton crop
over the narrow, dusty road into
town, sold it, and trudged faithfully
around paying his debts : mortgage,
last spring’s seed and fertilizer,
groceries. His hand in his pocket
fingered the cash that was left. It
must be spent carefully : & piece of
dress goods for Patsy, some new
candles, a few apples, a strip of
bacon.

One purchase more—for Mary
Jane.

«What do you want ?*” he asked
her.

“Something to write with,” she
begged.

The storokeeper took down from
the shelf a slate to which a piece
of chalk was attached with a short
string.

I think this would be best,”
said the storekeeper. “Because,
look, you can write and erase, write
and erase.”

Mary reached out with her
square-fingered hands that were al-
ready too large from heavy work
and gathered the treasure to her.
She tested the chalk on the slate.
Yes, it would make a mark. She
could write and erase, write and
erase. As soon as she learned how,
she could write, write, write

Excitement filled the cabin and
the yard when Sam and Mary Jane
returned. Tomorrow was the day |
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Tomorrow was Janie’s first day at
school. *

“You can teach us,” declared

her brothers and sisters.
“Oh, yes,” she promised.

“Tomorrow night you can start
reading to us.”

I don’t Lknow.
learn fast.”

Maybe, if I

Tle ironing her mothLer did that
night after fanuly prayers was for
Mary: a fresh new gingham dress

She stood in their midst the
next morning, like a queen among
ber adoring subjects, dressed and
ready for the new adventure In
one hand she carried a pail of lunch-
eon, in the other hand the prec-
ous slate.

While Patsy fussed over her dress,
Sam laid a loving hand on her head.

Don’t dream along the road,’
he cautioned her. “Don’t be late
the first day.”

She started out of the cabm as
the family stood m the doorwuy
and watchcd here go Five miles
along a narrow, dusty road she must
walk; five mles to the village of
Mayesville and five miles back,
every day.

Miss Wilson’s first school was the
tiny living room of a shack in the
Negro quarter ncar the railroad
track. She hoped before oo much
longer 10 have a school bulding of
her own.

She stood in the dvor wailing to
sec how many of those children who
had been promised to Ler would
actually arrive A handful of bojs
and girls put m an uppearance,
timid, curious, afraid of what would

happen to them, they huddled to-
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gother in the middle of the room
and watched Miss Wilson with big,
dark oyes. Not all of them had
wanted to come; some were excited
and glad to be there; but none was
50 passionate to learn as Janie.

In a fow minutes Emma Wilson’s
skill had dispelled their fears, and
they were playing games together,
learning to be part of a social group.
They were fashioning flower petals
from colored paper, they were sing-
tng sumple songs about Jesus’ love
for children, and somehow in the
midst of the fun, they were learning
their letters,

All over the South the same
thing was happening. Until the
slaves were freed they had been
forbidden to read and write, and
teaching & slave his letters was a
punishable act in many states.
Then came freedom, and the deep
long-frustrated  desirc to learn
burst forth. The desire was sadly
misguwided at first. Inhabitants of
wretched cabins would possess huge
books with impressive titles. The
bigger the hovk and the longer the
title, the better they loved 1t. Some
lived on black-eyed peas, corn bread,
and water, with no thought that
a 1eal education might teach them to
eut heiter food A young man would
sit 1 the squalor of one room study-
g a French groemmar or a Latin
teat, not roalizing that what he
must have first was a higher living
standard and a trade.

Most of those carliest schools
for Negrues were opened by Nor-
thern c¢hurch missionary groups
who launched a vast movement to
end Negro illiteracy. Emma Wilson
had Leen sent south by the Presby-
terion Church. Trained at Scotia
Seminary in Coneord, North Carolina,
she was better educated than most
of the early toachers in the Negro
South; and she hoped that her
Little handful of children would one



138

day go out themselves as missiona-
ries of learning.

The boys and girls came faith-
fully every day—well, almost every
day; at any raie, Mary Jane
McLeod never missed a day or an
hour, or a minute.

Sometimes Miss Wilson met her
most faithful pupil at the door, held
the cold hands in her own until
they were limber and warmed,
helped her out of her shawl and ll-
fitting jacket, and allonwed her to sit
and rest before reciting.

Home Mary Jane walked when
school was out, and each eovening
the winter grew a little deeper and
the day a little shorter until she
was coming home in the dark
Huddled around the fire of pine
ohunks were her Dbrothers and
sistors.

«Show us what you’ve learned!”
they cried, crowding around her.

«Supper first,” said Patsy.
Then we can all learn Mar,’s
lesson.”

That was how it happened
every night  After supper was

finished and the dishes washed,
the entire MuLeod family gathered
about the most-learned scholar of
them all while she imparted to
them her brand-new knowledge. If
she had lessons to prepeve for the
next day,she satto the long table
by the window, a candle or a smokv
oil lamp her only hight, and worked
until bedtime.

The year flew by, and snon a
supply of coarse yellow bricks was
delivercd to a vacant lot across
tho tracks from the railroad sta-

tion, and a iwo-rooia building
began to go up Miss Wilon’s
dream of & school, DMaycsville

Institute, had materialized; for a
long time to come, it would be

THREE BOOXS IN ONE

the only school for the Negro
children of Mayesville and the
vieinity.

Mary Jane went that second
winter to the two-room school,
with Emma Wilson as teacher and
thoe Reverend J. C. Simmons as
pastor and prineipal. It was hardly
comfortable, with an odd assort-
ment of secondhand chairs and
desks that never seemed to match
the size of the student, a black-
board that was only a piece of
cardboard paimnted over with black
paint, & potbellied stove in the
center of the room, filling the room
with smoke whenever it was used;
but teacher and children made
1t live. They decorated the windows
with colored paper flowers; they
hung their own art work on the
walls; they lined ihe yellow-clay
yard with whitowashed rocks , tl.cy
hung rope swings from the trces.

The seasons went round agam
and the letters of the alphabot
lost their mystery as they were
marshaled into words that could
be recognized. The numbers from
one 1o nine were no longer strange
and terrifying but tools and mstru-
ments that could be put to work

Mary McLeod became the centor
of her Iittle community. She
could count! Her neighbors—both
white and c¢olored—brought her
therr problems in arithmetic the
weight and price of thewr cotion,
their debts at the villorge store,
their percentage share of a crop.

“From the first, I made my
learning, what little it was, use-
ful overy way [ could,” she wrote
in later years. <“Not until I had com-
ploted my schooling and had learned
how to count and could study my
father’s bills and mysclf dea! with
the merchants to whom hoe wasin-
debted were we able finally to lift
the mortgage.”
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Yos, she was climbing Jacob’s
ladder, she knew, as the scales of
ignorance fell from bher eyes ; and
she groped upwaxd, upward.

ONE GLORIOUS MORNING

The day came when Miss Wilson
had to tell Mary that she had no
more to teach her.  Mayesville
Institute had given her all it could,
and Mary’s class would graduate at
the end of the term

As a first graduation for her, a
first for her classmates, and a first
for the Negroes of the Mayesville
area, 1t was a grand soclal event,
and the McLcod fanuly was not the
only one to arrive beanung with
pride because one of his members
hed brought it such an hLonor.

Every graduating student revit-
ed, every guest on the platform
made & speech ind at regular
intervals the entire assembly punc-
tuated > the program with a song.
At last came the presentation of
diplomas, and cach student had to
walk to the platform when Inus
name was called When her turn
came, Mary arose wilh cast-iron
calm, walked with great dignity to
the plaiform, mounted ithe steps,
recerved the precious roll of paper
tied with a white satin rmbbon,
and returned to her place

Unable to hear what followed
once she had thc {rcasure in her
hand, Mary ran her fingertips
affectionately along 1ts cdges. She
had it at last—proof that she could
read. Now if she piched up a hook
no one could msult lier with she
words, “You can’t recd !”

When bencdiction had been pro-
nounced, families and friends crowd-
cd around the graduatcs

Emma Wilson drew her most
promising »tucent aside and put
an arm around her.
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“What next for you, Mary 2”

“I don’t know, Miss Wilson,
I want to go to school some more.
Do colored folk over go to college 2*

“Not very often. Anyway, you
would have to go to high school
first.”

Samuocl overheard the conversa-
{10n.

“We could pay a little money
if the crop is good, and we could
spare her if she wants more school,”
he offered. |

“I'll see what I can do,” Miss
Wilson promised.

Almost a young woman, Mary
returned to her hfe at the ecabin
and prayed for another divine
miracle that would provide more
schooling. There was no library
for Negroes in Muyesville There
was nothing in Mayesville but
cndless stretches of cotton ; and
when plowmng time came around
agam, she knew she would have
to do her share in the field.

Sprimng brought an end to the
dreaming, and cach mormng she
went with her family for the long,
hot day n the sun.

Dou i row after row they follow-
ed the mule, breaking the land for
seed. '[hie mule’s head hung low
and his big ears fell forward as
though this was one plowing more
than lLe could bear. His pace
clowed, ond neither the MeLeod
leading him nor the McLeod guid-
ing the plow could increase his
specd. At last, with most of the
field still to be worked. Old Bush
stopped and would go no farther.
His eyes glazed over, his sides
heaved, and he sank to the ground.

Samuel knelt down, lifted the
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furry head, and ran his hand under
the muzzle and down the neck.

“Mule’s dead,” was his pronoun-
cement.

Dead ? The mule ? They couldn’t
finish the plowing without him, If
they couldn’t plow, they couldn’t
plant or harvest. No crop meant
starvation.

«Can we get another mule ?”’
asked one, a little frightened by the
tragedy

“No money,” Patsy cxplained.
«“No money until the cotton is
picked.”’

But the cotton had not yel been
planted !

Without prompting, they all
knew that the situation must be
faced. Weeping or moaning would
do them no good. With a grim
expression of fatality upon his
young face, one of Samuel's sons
stepped forward and took his place
before the plow. Picking up the
two straps of the harness and fit-
ting them over his own shoulders,
he bent forward and stramed his
full weight to the task. They would
take turns pulling the plow, Samuel
announced ; 1t was too much for
one.

The death of the mule means
the death of hope for Mary. She
did not mind taking her turn at
the plow ; she was strong cnough
for that ; but they would have to
buy another: mule, which would
use up what little money was left
over at harvest time. Even if an
opporfunity. to go to school did
arise, she would not be able to
accept it. No school meant no
life, no future

The grim summer passed, and
the cotton grew.

THREE BOOKS IN ONE

One day as Mary looked across
the tops of the cotton shrubs she
saw a family figure walking toward
her.

«Mary,” called Miss Wilson, «I
want to talk to you.”

Mary was afraid to hope as she
ran toward her beloved teacher.

“You want me, Miss Wilson 7"

«I have such good news for
you! A white lady out West has
sct up a scholarship for one student
at our mission school, and youn may
have the scholarship »

“A white lady out West 7"’ Maiy
asked incredulously.

A Mary Crissman in Denver,
Colorado, a modest Quaker dress-
maker, had decided to use her hife’s
savings to help one Negro child
toward more education, and Mary
was t0 go to Scotia Seminary in
Concord, North Carolina.

<0Oh, the joy of that glorious
morning ! I can never forget it,”
is the way she herself 1old the story
«Ty this day my heart thrills with
gratitude at the memory of that
day. I was buta liftle girl, grop-
mg for the Iight, dreaming dreams
and seeing visions in the cotion
and rice fields, and away off in
Denver, Colorado, a poor dressmaker,
sewing for her daily bread, heard
my call and came to my assistance.
Out of her scanty ecarnings she
invested in a life—my life '—and
while God gives me strength, I
shall strive to pass on jo others
the opportunities that this noble
woman toiled and sacrificed to give
me. How many self-denials she
must have made ! How many little
legitimate ploasures she must have
foregone, that the litile black girl
in South Carolina might have a
chance To me her memonry is
sacred ! My earnest efforts for the
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bundreds of Negro girls in the
Southland today are dedicated 1o
the memory of this self-sacrificing
woman who gave me my first real
chance, and to the dear parents—
father and mother—who so cheer-
fully gave me up, leaving them
lonely and sad, while I prepared
for my Iife’s work.”

That was the end of the cotton
fields for Mary Jane, and a second
time she sank down on her knees,
stretched her hands 1o heaven, and
gave thanks for deliverance.

Nothing ever moved slowly
again. She must hurry, hurry,
Jhurry to get ready for Scotia’s fall
term. This was the fall!

Excitement spread through the
little community. Sam's Mary was
going traveling ! Eieryone must
hurry to be part of the honor that
had come to Mayesville Cabins
were gay as hands kmtted stockings
for gomg-away gifts. or found a
dress that could be made over to
fit thé scholar, or pamstakingly
stitoched a ruffle on an apron. Sho
must have everything that could he
gathered togethor , she was every-
one’s pride and joy.

On departure day, procious
little work was done for miles
around, because everyone journcyed
to the Mayesville station to see
Mary Jane off to school.

Mary stood nervously on the
doorstep, waiting to start down the
road. As they left the cabin—Sam,
Patsy, Mary Jane, half a dozen
brothers and sisters—a neighbor
drove up with his farm wagon.

«Climb up !” he ordered. “You
can’t walk on such a day as
this.”

Into the wagon they clambered
and rattled on to down, and as
they went along others joined
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them, waving and calling from their
cabins, calling to them to wait.

As soon as the wagon drew to
a stop at the station, Mary leaped
out, because she had spotted Miss
Wilson.

«Miss Wilson ! Miss Wilson !
Here I am 1”

A rumble and a puff of smoke
in the distance announced the arri-
val of the train, and Mary grabbed
Miss Wilson's hand for support.
She had never been on a train
before.

Patsy gathered this strange and
different child into her arms for one
last hug and started to cry. Sam
could only turn his cap around in
his hands and nod, as the engine
roared into the platform. Some
climbed aboard with Mary, carrying
her bags and bundles and seeing
that she was settled in the scat.

«CGood-by ! Good-by ! Learn all
you can and,come back and tell us.”

A shrill from the engine’s whistle
sent them rushing out of the coach
and down the steps.

«Good-by !” Good-by.” Mary
waved at them through the dirty
window pane

This was the end of something
and the beginning of something
clse, she knew, as the train started
to move.

She put her head back on the
seat, closed her eyes, and began to
pray, ~Please dear Lord——"

FIRST-CLASS CITIZEN

Exhausted from the excitement
and the train ride, dirty from the
soft-coal soot, panicky at finding
herself in a new environment for
the first time in her life, Mary Mec-
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Leod descended from the train at
Concord, North Carolina, and stood
beside her baggage on the gravel
platform. The place was almost as
rural as Mayesville, and the rail-
road station was scarcely any big-
ger. It had the familiar division
through the middle, with two entran-
ces to two waiting rooms: one
marked ‘white” and the other
“colored "’

The only person around war a
pleasant-looking white woman who
was walking toward her, nodding
and smiling as though she knew
her.

“Are you Mary McLeod ’” the
white lady asked.

Mary jerked her head in the
affirmative and wondered what it
could mean. Why should a white
person bother about her 7 She was
going to Scotia Seminary, an insti-
tute for Negro girls.

“I've come to meet you and
take you to Scotia,” was the ex-
planation, and Mary was to find
that many of her teachers would be
white. At Scotia she was io dis.
cover a different kind of white
person, the kind who wanted the
Negro to have a better opportunity
to help himself.

Upa hill behind 1he rairoad
station and along a country road,
the school was not far With every
step she took in her heavy brogans
she felt firmer and firmer in her
mission. She was going to learn
and learn and learn and use every
bit of her learning to help her own
people -Some day all Negroes
would have a chance to go to
school.

A hand on her arm interrputed
her daydream.

“Here it is,”” side her guide,
pointing off to the right.

THREE BOOKS IN ONE

Set far back from the road,
half hidden in a grove of giant
shade trees, stood Graves Hall, a
three-story brick building, its door
graced by four white columns. To
the right of Graves Hall stood a
second building four stories tall,
Faith Hall.

“Come,” said the teacher, and
together they started along the path
to the entrance, and through the
enirance to Mary McLeod’s future

Inside the doorway Mary stared
in amazement, for before her were
two sweeping flights of stairs with
white risers and brown mahogany
treads, one at her left hond and
one at her right, joining in a bal-
cony at the top. They seemed to
go up forever, and Mary took a
step backward Never in her hfe
had she climbed a flight of ~tairs !

«Your room is upstairs, Mary.”

More from fear than courtesy,
she waited for her escort to nego-
tiate the upward journcy ahead of
her; then she followed suit, holding
fast to the handrail as she
ascended.

“And this is your room. Mary ”

The frightened twelve-yvear-old
lonked popeved at its neatness, its
whiteness. There were two beds
smoothly and tightly made up, one
for herself and one for her roommate,
two chests of drawers, two chairs,
and two desks.

«Unpack your things and put
them into the drawers of that
chest,” she was told. «“Then wash
your face and hands and come to
the dining room. It is in the base-
ment two flights down.”

Obediently Mary unpacked and
tidied herself and started the peri-
lous descent. A babble of voices led
her toward the dining room, and
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with a quick little prayer she push-
ed the door open and stepped
inside.

A sea of coal-black heads and
brown faces turned to look, and
the babble died away into a silence
that was as quickly replaced by a
wave of tittermg and whispering
and exchanging of amused glances.
There she stood for her new world
to see: no longer the reigning qucen
of Mayesville’s cotton-picking com-
munity, but an unganly, clumsy,
rawboned filed hand, poorly dressed
and completely lackwmg in eulture,

In the center of the room was
the faculty table, and JMary re-
ceived yet another shock when she
saw Negro and white faculty mem-
bers eating together. Mrs Satter-
field, wife of the school prineipel.
lefs her place at the teachers’
table and led Mary to her scat,
introducing her io the dozen mirls
at her table and leaving h.r to
their mercy.

The *bewildered imtiate looked
hopelessly at the table before her It
was covered with a white cloth—
her first tsblecloth On cither side
of her place wure knife, fork, and
spoon. She had never had one in
her hand before, and she did not
dare to ask about them for fear of
being laughed at again She could
only copy the others hen she
had been served with foud. she
reached furtively for the fork, but a
sickish feeling of homesickness
swept over her and she couldn’t eat.
This was all too much !

Homesickness did not mean
giving up and going home. Mary
had driven on by what she knew,
even in those early days, to be her
divine calling. Considering her mis-
adventures, she made a remarkably
quick adjustment to Scotin. Her
generous nature, her willingness
to laugh at her own mistakes
soon earned her friends among the

143

more than three hundred school-
mates.

Mary was willing to do any kind
of work to remamn at Scotia. She
labored in the school laundry;
she cooked in the school kitchen.

Almost all the girls at Scotia
had to do some kind of work to
earn money toward their stay, but
Mary’s circumstances were probably
more difficult than anyone’s. The
small scholarship that Miss Crissman
had given her met only a fraction
of the total cost, and Mary had to
carn almost her entire way.

A leador wherever she went,
she soon became a leader among
the girls a6 Scotia, organising them
mto this and that, intererding for
them with the authorities. She
learned carly how to go to the top
person when she wanted something.

Watching her Negro and white
instructurs mingle with one another
and work togother as cquals was
probebly the finest experience that
Seotia gave Mary. She had never
met cultured Negroes before. They
wore gentle, educated, soft-spoken.
Manv of them were brown, not
black like herself, and she wondered
if she coald ever be like them.
Cradusllv a change took place
within her. and she began to undor-
stand the meaning of equality.
Seotia cleansed her of any last
vostige of an inferiority complex.
1t trensformed her from a second-
class to a first-class citizen.

«The white teachers taught
that the color of a person’s s'kin
has nothing to do with his brains,
and that color, caste, or class dis-
tinctions are an evil thing.”

Scotia did even more for Mary
than to give her dignity and
friends : it helped her to discover
her own talents. She had always
known she could sing, but she
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hadn’t realized how well, until she
began to receive serious voice train-
ing in the school cloir. Public
speaking was another talent that
came to light, and the school debat-
ing team learned to depend hoavily
upon her logical mind and her
dramatic forcefulness.

The vigor with which she
plunged mto her studies startled
the other students. They were
there to learn, of course, but they
felt no such desperation. DMary
could do without food, but she was
starved for learning. She must
consume as much as possible.

When study and work allowed,
she took long walks through the
countryside. Concord was still mn
the cotton countiry. Cannon Monu-
facturing Company had one ol 1ts
big mills there, with thousands of
spindles and hundrods of Juoms
eonsuming the bales of cotlon She
had nevor before known wlere the
cotton went that she helped 1o
pick.

She learned about tobacco and
began to realize how many more
crops America grew besides cotton.

There were ugly rumors of
lynchings. A Negro who forgot to
say “8ir” to a white man today
might be dead tomorrow. Mary
overheard arguments about the
wisdom of hiring colored labor in
the cotton mills. Freed blacks
were a problem in a town bhke
Concord, because there were so
many of them and because they
wouldn’t work unless they received
pay for what they did Money
might not be good for them.

She realized that her own people
had a history, and she delved into
the few volumes in the Scotia
library to find out more about the
Negroes of America.

Mary spent seven years at

THREE BOOKS IN ONE

Scotia, graduating at the end of
five and remaining for two extra
vears of study : the ““higher course”.
Scotia Seminary was the equivalent
of a good high school and the

“higher  course” would have
equalled junior-college work
Those seven years wrought

many changes in her thinking and
personality. They gave her Lnow-
ledge and vision and socia! training.

Each Sunday morning during
the school term DMary and her
schoolmates awtended worship m
the Westmmster  Preshyterian
Church, Mary’s faith was replen-
ished in those gatherings , her mis-
sion in hife began to take on real
substance  She remembered the
words of a Reverend J W E Bowen
who had once comec to Mayesville
Institute to lecture to the students.
He had told them about Africa and
the nceds of the people there, and
the zeal he had inspired in her
childish heart then was reborn now
as she stood on the threshold of
adult life.

Was the returning memory of
that lecture during her prayers &
drwvine message ¢ Mary thought so,
and she determined to go to darkest
Africa as a missionary. That would
be her life of service

She confided her ambition to
Dr Satterfield, who advised her to
apply to Moody Bible Institute in
Chicago for missionary training.
He himself would write to the
Presbyterian Board to inquire about
the possibility of a scholarship.

SINGING MISSIONARY

At home that summer, Mary
learned that she had been granted
another scholarship by Miss Mary
Crissman, and she told family and
neighbors of her great dream to go
as a missionary to Africa and help
black folk there. They weren’t
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surprised ; they had always known
she was destined to do something
great and noble,

Another departure day with its
tearful farewells had to be faced,
and Mary set out the long, long
journey to Chicago, a city so large
and so far away that it existed only
in her wildest imeginings,

She was met at the Chicago
terminal by a group from Moody,
all of them white; and when she
reached the school she found that,
except for one African student, she
was the only Negro in the school
She alone represented ber people
in this new commumify, and all
Negroes evervwhere would be judg-
ed by her conduct. Iter r1oommate
was to be a white girl, hut thanks
to Scotia, Mary no longer felt any
suspicion toward white folk.

“Thore wcre no feelings of race
at Moody,” sho recorded “There
we learned to look upon a man as a
man, not as a Caucasian or a Negro.
My heart had been someowhat hard-
ened. As the whites had meted
out to me, I was disposed 1o mea-
sure to them ; buv here, under this
benign influence, m-Indg that of
Dwight I. Moody, a love for tho
whole human fanuly, revavdless of
creed, class, or color, entered my
soul and remains with me, thank
God, to this day.”

At Moody, Mary received more
musical training with Dr Charles
Alexander and sang in tho choral
group under Dr. D B. Towner twice
a week. Every Thur-day frund her
at the police stalion singing in the
prisoners, talking with them, giving
them litorature. She spent her
lunch hours at the Pacific Garden
Mission, where shec served food to
drunks and street people who were
brought in.

This was real ! This was service !
Mary was in the work she loved
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best, the work she wanted always
to do.

Field service was part of the
traming for Moody’s students, and
Mary MecLeod’ enthusiasm reached
the bursiing point when she was
allowed to venture into Chicago’s

slums and call on the needy in their
homes.

As scon as graduation day was
over, she traveled to New York to
ask the Presbyterian Board of Mis-
swons for a station in Africa. The
Mission Board members shook their
heads at twenty-year-old. There
was no opening for a Negro in
Africa at that time.

With crushed hopes and a heavy
bheart she accepted a tcaching
assignment at Haines Normal Insti-
iute in Aegusta, Georgia.

SERVING AND WAITING

Mary Iknew she had left
Abraham Lincoln’s state behind and
that she was back in the Southland
once more. Georgia was espeeially
hard on 1ts Negro population, with
its cham gang for prisoners, its Jim
Crow low~, and its segregation. In
thi state the letters K K. K. had
a grim meaning  In fact, Georgia
had always been severe with its
Negroces , slaves had been so cruelly
{reated —heatings, maimings, evil
food —that the white« lived 1 eons-
tant fear of slave revolts.

Mary found the Negroes of
Augusia  crowded into a scetion
called “The Terry,” living m the
faniliar unpainted shacks along
unpaved streets that were clouds of
dust when dry and mud traps when
wet.

In the midst of the squalor stood
Haines Normal Institute, a four-
story brick building on Robert and
Gwinnett Streets, the newly realized
dream of its guiding spirit and
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founder, Lucy Laney.

Luocy Laney, twonty years older
than Mary McLeod, had heen horn
in slavery but to a life less cruel
than that of many Georgia slaves,
for her parents had been ellowed to
live together afterth eir marriage and
had worked in the big house instead
of in the fields. Lucy was taught
to read and write by her mother’s
owner and was allowed the freedom
of a huge library while her mother
cleaned the room.

Fired with a desire to bring
education to her people. she was
ready to enter Atlanta University
at fifteen. A few years of teaching
in Savannah convinced her that she
wanted a school for Negro children
in Augusta, where one was most
needed, and she asked the Presby-
terian Board of Missions for Freed-
men for aid. They blessed her
with their approval but gave no
financial support.

Lucy Laney went to work any-
way, beginning in the basement of a
Church. Finding children for her
school was no problem, but finding
among the ragged and dirty urchins
enough children: who could pay her
a few cents a week tuition was an-
other matter. Miss Laney managcd,
and by the end of the second year
she had two hundred and thirty-four
pupils, many of them boarding
with her, and she moved to a large,
deserted house and barn she had
been able to rent cheaply because it
was supposed to be haunted

The Presbyterian Mission Board
was so impressed with her report
that it allocated $10,000 to her
school, and during the third year
8 well-to-do visitor from the North
donated a piece of land and another
$ 10,000 to erect the brick school
in which Mary McLeod went to work
in 1895.

, When the slim, strong Mary

THREE BOOKS IN ONE

McLeod clasped hands with the
short, rotund Lucy Laney, a deep
friendship was born, and Mary’s
disappointment at not being able to
go to Africa lost some of its sting.
She found in Miss Laney’s tireless
effort and utter disrogard for herself
a new inspiration.

«Her school was a torchlight
there in its community,” was the
yvounger woman’s comment. <Still
around it there were hundreds and
hundreds of people who were not
touched. I roomed on the third
floor, and I could lvok out of my
window into the alleyways of The
Terry and see masses of unkempt
children, just trying to find their
way as best they could.”

Mary McLeod could never look
at dire need without doing some-
thing about it, and she went straight
to Miss Laney.

“These children out in {he streets
need a Sunday mission school,” she
said, and the wise Miss Laney
nodded her approval

A nod of encouragement vas all
Mary nceded, and she went into the
alleys and back streets, taking her
cighth graders with her for aides,
and invited these children of the
streets to come to Haines on Sunday
afternoons. She gathered every
bedraggled urchin who could be
persuaded —the number eventnally
ran to a thousand—organized them
into a choral group, sang hymns
with them, taught them Bable
stories, gave them rchgious tracts
to take home.

Some other social workers in the
city were attracted by the pheno-
menon, and they joined in teaching
at the mission school. The faculty
and upper-class students helped
Miss McLeod collect clothes, soap,
toothbrushes, combs, pins, towels,
and knocked at the door of each
child’s home io preach the gospel of
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cleanliness. Wherever they called,
the day was a little brighter and
the future a little more hopeful.

The next teaching assignment
Mary received from the Presbyterian
Board was in Sumter, at Kindell
Institute, another church-supported
school for Negroes.

During her two years at Kindell
she kopt almost nothing for herself,
sending home her salarv to pay off
the mortgage and to help 1o of her
sisters through Scotia. Ier family
sent her rice and meral so that she
would have enough 1o eat, and i
her off hours she did lizht house-
keeping for extra money.

Not all of Mary Mcleod’s day
was dovoted to the somber side of
life, to self-sacrifice and hard work.
She was an attractne young lady
with more than a fair share of
suitors, She liked the company of
young men, but they seldom mea-
sured up to her standards nor could
they match her missionary zeal
Estella Roberfs, who hved with
her, the daughicr of a Presbyteran
minister, was one of her fcllow toa-
chers and Estolla detormined to
find a man who could qualify.

The two women had Decome
fast friends at Kindell—both assign-
ed there to teach, both joining
the Presbyterian Church and singing
in the choir.

One day a tall, handsome young
man appeared at chowr practice as
a new tenor of the group and seated
himself in the front row The
scheming Estolla took one look and
made it her business to meet him
that same evening, promptly intro-
ducing him to Mary.

“Mary, dear, this is Mr. Albertus
Bethune,” she said with emphasis,
and proceeded to drag informa-
tion about himself froin the young
man. He had been a student at
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Avery Institute of Charleston, but
he hadn’t finished college becauso
ho wanted to work at a dry-goods
store in Sumter to help his brother
through college.

“I am planning to go to Africa
as a missionary as soon as 1 can
obtain an  assignment,” Mary
MeLeod announced, lest any far-
fetched notions pop into his head.

Within a few months Albertus
Bethune was irrevocably imn love
with the vivacious, ambitious lady
with the beautiful singing voice.

Mary, who at first had briefly
and flatly spurned the attentions
of this man, began to look forward
to his company and finally consent-
ed to his friendship. Soon her in-
terest had deepened into love, and
during her second year at Sumter
Mary McLeod and Albertus Bethune
were married.

The bride and groom set out to
make a home in Savannah, Georgia,
where he had & te-ching assign-
meont.

Mary MecLeod Bethune had
thought that she would he able to
find o teaching position in Savannsh
to supplement their meager income,
but when she loarned that she was
to have a child of her own, all her
plans changed. She would stay
home and be & full-time mother !

Tor the first few months after
Albert McLeod Bethune was born,
all of Mary Bethune’s time was
taken up with caring for her infant
son, but having a child of her own
did not make her want to stay at
home ; instead, she felt a deeper
concern for all ehildren. She began
to worry about Albert’s education,
his future. his opportunities. Would
the world have anvthing to offer
this Negro child unless she herself
created his chances ?
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The consuming drive that burn-
ed within her would not let her
rest. She must return to teaching ;
she must work for Negro children ;
she must found a school of her
own. Although the baby was only
nine months old, she persuaded her
husband to let her go to Palatka,
Florida, and take a veaching post
in a mission school there.

Albertus Bethune was never as
interested as his wife in education.
To him it was a way to earn a
living, and he could’t understand
that her soul was on fire.

+*You are foolish to male sacri-
fices and build for nothing. Why
not stop chasing around and stay
put in a good job ?” he would
‘say.

He allowed her to depart for
Florida, feeling certain that she
would soon become discouraged and
return to Savannsh,

She rented a cottage on Lemon
streel in Palatka, found a former
friend in town who would care for
her baby during the day, and took
up her teaching duties.

The school had been limping
along on the verge of failure vni.l
Mrs. Bethune arrived and electn-
fied it with her personality, her
enthusiasm and imagmation. So
many children on the streets who
needed to Dbe helped ! Sv many
dirty, unruly youngsters growing
up like little animals in the crowd-
ed, unsanitary slums assigned to
Negroes. Every town in the Decp
South seemed {0 tell the same
story, with the railroad track
dividing the town between black
and white. In a short time the
school had been reorganized, child-
ren were flocking in, and the
Presbyterian Board had to send
three more tcachers to handle the
crowd. But Mary dreamed of still
greater armies of young people who
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needed her help.

Her letters to her husband in
Savannah were full of the exeite-
ment and yearning that she felt,
and he realized that she would
never come back; so he joined her
in Palaika.

She went about her duties, still
searching for a school of her own.
Whenever she had a few dollars
o spare, she would spend it on
train fare to visit some nearby
point where she had heard there
was need of a school None salis-
fied her. She even worked as an
insurance collecior to obtain a little
Dlore money.

Word reached her that Flagler
was building tho Florida Kast
Coast Railroad as far as Miami and
that Negro day laborers were
congregating all down the coast
along the site of the consiruction,
living without leadership or res-
traint, almost like wild ecrestures

That might bo the answer !

Bunding up her son, who was
not yet five years old, ond a few
personal effects, sho sst out for
Daytona Beach. When she step-
ped from the crowded, litered
Jim Crow coach at Daytona and
started to walk along the railroad
platform, she saw that conditions
were even worse than she had been
werned to expect. The Flagler
interests were using Negro labor
because it was cheap, and what
money the workmen did reccive
was spent on hard liquor, gambling,
and carousing. They lived in a
squalor no better than the worst
days of slavery.

Mary McLeod Bethune walked
on, away from the line of construc-
tion toward the shore, where the
Halifax River flowed south along
the coastline, cutting off a long,
narrow peninsula of land on which
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an occasional solitary home of some
wealthy resorter stood carefully
isolated from its neighbors, ignoring
the confusion of the Negro quarters
on the land side of the river.

Deep down inside of her a voice
seemed to say, “This is the spot.
This is the place for your school.”

ON A PUBLIC DUMP

Mary McLeod Bethune had
$1:60 in her pocket and no place to
spend the night, and she looked
anxiously at the setting sun  She
knew a family here , perhaps they
would shelter her and her son.

Her friend, a Mrs, Warren, still
lived at the same address and
gladly invited her to stay with
them until she was able to make
other arrangemenis. She talked to
them excitedly all through dinner.
She was going 1o found a school for
Negro girls ! They shook their
heads. It was not a good idea,
they advised her, INogroes who
forgot their place only bLrought
trouble upon their own heads.

Mrs. Bethune held Ler peace,
because she bhad Lnown that as
many Negroes as whites wnould be
opposed to her jplan.  The next
morning, taking young Albert Ly
the hand, she started out with
Mrs. Warren, irudgumg {rom door
to door. Accepbing, vobuff and
insult as inevitable, she kept on
without discouragement, seching a
building, a cottage, a shad:;, any
available place in which to begin
hor school.

On Oak Street. an unpaved
lane only throe blucks long, lined
on either side with jeiry-built
hovels, she turned in at number
529, because she had beon iold that
the owner, Jdohn H. Williams,
would be willing to rent the place.
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Ho was sitting in a rocking
chair on the porch when Mary
McLcod Bethune walked up the
path and explained her ambition.

1 can rent it to you for eleven
dollars & month,” he agreed.

When she admitted that she
did not have that much money
with her and would not have it
until she could find a way to earn
it, hc smiled and nodded. There
was sonething about her candid
manner that moede him say, «All
right, I'ill trust you for the rent.
You may have the cottage.”

The Qak Street cottage had four
tiny rooms downstairs and a narrow
porech across the front. There were
threc rooms upstsirs, which Mrs.
Bethune used for her hving quarters.
A sulphur well m the cellar furnish-
ed water ; kerosene lamps provided
light ; and a toilet stood in the
back yard.

Nothing could stop her now |

She worked at a furious pace
gelting the cottage ready so that
her school could opén in Getober,
only a month afier her arrival.
With the heip of sympathetic
neighbors, she combed the dump
heaps and refuse piles behind the
resort hotels for cracked dishes,
broken furniture, : nd bits of cloth.
She went from onc back door to
another, begging for a broom, a
lamp, discarded linem, or a few
pennies. She  burned logs and
used the charred pieces for pencils,
and boiled down elderberries to
make ink. Boxes and inverted
baskets served as chairs, and a
large packing box was her desk.

«KEverything was scoured and
mended. This was part of the
training : to salvage, to reconstruct,
10 make bricks without straw,” was
her own brief comment.
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She baked sweet-potato pies
and sold them to the workmen
along the railroad trecks to supple-
ment her income, and she canvas-
sed the peninsula side of town one
day a week for cash donations for
her school.

On October 3, 1904, Daylona
Educational and Industrial Train-
ing School for Negro Girls, Mary
McLeod Bethune, Prineipal, was
officially opened with five litile
girls aged from cight to twelve and
one little Loy, Aibert DMeLeod
Bethune The parents of the girls
had agreed to pay fifty cents a
week tuition.

Mrs. Bethune had far more to
do than teach those first students
their lettors. She mothered them and
washed them and taught them man-
ners. If they needed clothing, she
begged the material from somewhere
and made their dressesand under-
wear. In Nlorida at the turn of the
century, even after Negroes had been
given ibe rudiments of an education,
they could hope only for menial em-
ployment. Mrs Bethune faced facts,
and sho placed her greatest cinphasis
on industrial training. She taught
her students cooking. housekeeping,
and serving, so that they would he
equipped {o ask for the better-psy-
ing domestic jobs.

On opeming day Mrs. Bethune
had possessed not one cent to her
name, and so she trained her girls
to sing well enough to go sround
with her to meetings in Daytona
and Ormond Any heart that had
not been softened Ly Mrs Bethune's
persuasive oratory would be melted
by the childish voices reised n
unison, and when the heart melted,
the pocketbook usually opened.

One day she was scheduled to go
with her singing group to the
Ormond Hotel on the peninsula,
and by that time she had made
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friends with many of the wealthy
white resorters. Henry J. Kaiser
carried her group up the Halifax
River in his boat so that they would
not have to make tho long journey
around by land. In those days
John D. Rockefeller was living at
the Ormond Hotel, and he took an
immediate fancy to the dark-brown
children in blue skirts and white
waists singing “Get You Ready”
and “Swing Low,” and remained a
friend of the school until his death.

He loved Negro spiritual musie,
and dfter he huilt his own home on
the peninsula, he used to mvite
Mrs. Bethune to bring her students
to sing for him. He usually joined’
in the singing and beat time Some-
times the group was ushered mto
lus great cireular drawing room
where he had whito guests, promi-
nent members of the social set, who
were all “shushed®’ to listen to his
singers.

Their visits never went uure-
warded, because his donations to
the school were gencrous. The
organ in the school was his gift,
and long after his death his son
John D. Rockefeller, Jr., head of
the General Education Board, sent
grants of money.

Back in Palatka, Albertus
Bethune shook his head as he read
letter after letter from his ambitious
wife. At first they had been frank
about the hardships but full of
faith ; now they wero fraught with
exeitement and hope. Onee more
he decided to join her at her noew
location, and he came to Daytona
to move into the sesond floor of
the cottage on Oak Strecet He
found work driving a taxi—a horse
and buggy then—and helped with
her school.

In less than two years Mrs.
Bethune had two hundred and fifty
pupils, and she was using volunteer
workers and a few paid teachers.
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Desperate for space, Mrs Bethune
rented a building next door and
used it for a dormitory and eclass-
room Every penny she could
scrape together went into the school
and she wore old, mended clothes,
eutting cardboard soles for her shoes
when they wore through.

«T was supposed to keep the bal-
ance of the funds for my own
pocket, but there never was any
balance—only a yawning hole. At
last I saw that our only solution was
to stop renting space and to buy
and build our own college.”

, There was never anv lapse of
time between the deciston and the
act where Mrs. Bethune was con-
cerned. She started out at once to
hunt for a picce of property, cover-
ing Colored Town from one end to
the other without any luck. At
last she found herself at the western
rim of the colored scction, looking
at the city dump heap, littered with
junk, reeking of decaying garbage,
swampy and mosquito-infested

There was a place that no one
was using !

She called on the owner at once

«Why do you want to buy that
piece of land ?” he asked n amaze-
ment. <It's ouly a publie dump
heap.”

«A domp heap 7 said Mrs Be-
thune, clasping her hands together
and blessing him with one of her
winning smiles “Why, that's not
what I see therc I see armies of
ha boys and girls gong out into
lifg) IJ);'ull yof hope and faith and
knowledge.” ¢

He agreed to sell her the land
for two hundred dollars , five dol-
lars down and the Lalance within
two years. She huriied avay.

«Ho never knew it, but I didn’t
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have five dollars,” she wrote of the
transacbion. «I promised to be
back in & few days with the initial
payment. I raised this sum selling
1ce cream and swect-potato pies to
the workmen on construction jobs,
and I took the owner his money in
small change wrapped in my hand-
kerchief

. She also took her group of sing-
ing girls around to the churches
and hotels to perform at fund-
raising programs, where she gave
speeches to explain the tremendous
need  for education among the
Negroes of the South.

I had learned already that one
of my most important jobs was to
be a good beggar! I rang door-
hells and tackled ecold prospects
without a lead T wrote articles for
whoover would print them, distri-
buted leaflets, rode interminable
miles of dusty roads on my old
bicycle, invaded churches, clubs,
lodges, chambers of commerce. If
a prospect refused to make a con-
tribution, I would say, ‘Thank you
for your time.’ No matter how
deep my hurt, I always smiled. I
refused to be discouraged, for nei-
ther God nor man ecan use a dis-
couraged person.”

She knew, took that a school has
to be properly organized on & busi-
ness basis, with a board of trustees
to govern 1t, a board with both
Negro and whito members

As she Jooked through the socie-
ty columns of a Florida paper,
watehing for wealthy winter vaca-
tioners, she spotted the name of
James N. Gamble, of Proctor &
Gamble, and promptly wrote him a
letter about her school.

«Please call at noon tomorrow,”
came back his reply.

When she was ushered in, the
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man looked up with frank surprise
and said, ‘“Are you the woman try-
ing to build a school here ? Why, I
thought you were a white woman.”

The jet-black Mary Bethunoe burst
out laughing, <Well, you see how
white I am.”

Without wasting a minute of
his tlime, she told him how despo-
rate the need for such a school was
and asked him to be ono of its
trustees. JMr. (amble was obviously
interested, but he hos:cated.

“Why don't you come and visit

the school 27 sho suggosted eagerly.

The idea appealed to hum, and
he agreed to be there the next day.

Mr. Gamble was tall and slim,
elderly, white-haired, and henign
in manner, and he drove up in an
antique car chauffeured by another
white-haired, benign old genileman
Ho looked about him in amazement
at the project she had called a
“gchool,” staring a2t the wooden-
crate desk, at thc students in their

altered, mended, and patched
dresses.
«“And where is this school of

which you wish me to be a trustee?’
he demanded.

“In my mind, Mr. Gambie !”
Mrs. Bethune announced proudly.
*And in my soul.”

So gracious and kindly a man
could not help but admire such
courage, and he asreed instantly to
besome a trustec of the schonl that
existed only in the mind of its
oreator, handing her a check for one
hundred and fifty dollars as a starter.

From then on the industrialis
and the educator were pariners,
and the first project they planned
was an inspection day at Oak
Street, to which & whole list of
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prospective trustees and patrons
were invited.

The visitors came to the cottage
to inspect the dry-goods boxcs,
charcoal pencis, and handiwork of
the students before assembling to
watch the exercises. With Mrs.
Bethune presiding, the girls who had
been running wild only a short time
before stood before their vi isttors to
recite and sing, and »o impressive
was their performancs that imme-
diately after the termination of the
program the guests elected a chair-
man, & board of trustees, a sccro-
tary and ftreasurer, and agreed to
make their orgamzation permanent

COWS, MULES, AND PIGS

To meet her monthly payment
on the property, reclaim the land,
and ercet a new building, Mrs
Bethune’s begging cfforts had o he
doubled and redoubled

«I hung on {o contiractors’ ecoat-
taals, begging for loads of rand and
gecond-hand bricks. I went io all
the carpenters, mechanics, and plas-
terers in town, pleading with them to
contribute a few hour~’ work in the
evenings in exchange for sandwiches
and tuition for their children and
themselves

She went fromm meeting to
meeting, speaking and pleading,
taking her pupils with ler to sing
rnd reeite. She planned what she
hoped would be 2 large gatheung
of wealthy penple av the Palmetto
Hetel, one of Daytona's most ox-
cluswe resort spots, but hecaure of
conflieling social activiiies only six
persous app(.zued to histen to her.
She went ahead with her program
anyway, speaking as eloquently
to the six as though they were
six thousand; and when the col-
lection plate went around one
gentleman dropped in a twenty
dollsr bill Tt looked iike twenty
thousand!
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She had no idea who her bcne-
factor was, but she was profoundly
impressed by his dignified bearing,
his gray hair and carcfully barbered
beard.

Onec day as she cyeled along, a
huge automobile drew to & stop at
her side, and 1n it sat the bearded
gentleman vho had given her the
twenty dollars.

“Aren’t you the one I saw with
the children at the Talmotio
Hotel?”

., Without farther cons(reation,
he instructed his chauffeur to put
her bieyele in the back of the car
and together they drove 1o her new
school on Second Avenue.

«] am Thomas H.
Cleveland,” he told her and she
had no idea that he was the
manufacturer of the White sewing
machings.

YWhite of

He Ilooked around. as every
other visitor had dono before him,
at the unfinished constiu tion, some
walls lathed but not pla-tered, at
the homemade matticees on the
beds —for Jrs. Bethune had had to
gather Spanish moss from the
trees, boi it, dry it, and stuff it
into corn sacks for ma:siresses

Seoing & box of mwesl standing
in a corner, he ashed, “What
else is there to eav

«That's all we have at the
momeont,” Mrs. Bothu:ie eaplained.

. He rcturned to Mrs. Bethuue
abruptly and said, I believe you
aro on the right track Thisis the
most promising thing 1've seen in
Florida.”

He handed her a check for two
hundred dollars.
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“Oh, two hundred dollars!” Mrs.
Bethune’s heart sang. «I wept,
called the children in for a special
meeling  We knelt and thanked
God.  Ho came back the next day
with an architect and carpenter,
and they brought materials and
plester to put on the walls. And
he said, ‘I will have bathrooms

put in’ e bought pillow slips,
sheets »*

Timo and again he would just
drop m with a few pairs of shoes,
or blankets, or whatever olse seom-
ed nceessary.

When he died, he left the sehool
a trust fund of $67,000, the income
from which was to be paid, as
long as there is a school”.

That first building on Second
Avenuc was of wood, painted white,
four stores high, with an open
porch across the second-floor level.
Over the entrance were emblazon-
ed the words: “Inter To Lecarn”.
And over the same door, on the
inside “Depart To Serve”.

Faith Hall, named for the Faith
Hall of Seotis Seminary, opened
oftficially in 1907, it had been
cprayed up, sung up, and talled
up,” mn two years. Yet, opening
& building had solved nothing but
the space and shelter problems.
Clinging to Mrs DBethune’s skirts
and hands were two hundred and
fity givls. depending upon her to
dress and {oed them.

) et man have dominmon over
{he fish of the sea, and ovor the
fouwl of the air, and over the cattle
and over all the earth and over
every creeping thing that croepeth
upon the carth,” was all the guid-
ance Mary Bethune nceded. She
took Jominion over her land and
made it work for her students. The
field across the stieet from Faith
Hall was planted with vegetables,
strawberries, flowers, sugar cape.
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The vegetables, fruits, and flowers
were gold to tourists. The girls
did their own gardening as part of
their regular curriculum; they gath-
ered the cane, crushed it in a cane
press, and used the syrup to sweet-
en their food.

In 1908 Mrs. Bethune changed
the name of her school to Daytona
Educational Industrial Training
Schwol, and a few boys were taken
&s students.

That same year saw, in the
mudst of all its strain and worry,
the excitement of anuther great
Negro personality, when Booker T.
Washington visited the school,
bringing encouragement and inspi-
ration with him.

Born a slave, Buoker T. Wushing-
ton had no exact record of his birth,
but he was about fifty when he
visited Daytona. Up From Slavery
he had called the story of his own
life, because as a child he had
prayed with his elders for vielory
for the Northern armies, had lived
through the struggle for an educa-
tion, devouring any printed matier
he could get his hands on, hitch-
hiking from one siate to another in
search of a school that would admit

him, working his way through
Hampton Institulc in Virginia

Like Mrs. Bethune, he had remain.
cd in the South, going to Alabama
in response to an appeal for a
teacher from Negro leaders of
Tuskegee town to found Tuskegee
Institute in the midst of the most
deplorable conditions.

By tho time he visited Mrs
Bethune’s school, Tuskegee Insti-
tute, which had begun with a shan-
ty and a hen house, one teacher
and thirty students, had more than
sixty buildings, hundreds of #cres of
land, and strong finanaal support.

During his stay, Dr. Washington
spoke at a public meceting held in
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the armory building in Daytona.
Hundreds, both Dblack and white,
packed the hall and packed the
streets around the hall to hear him,
for he had, bridged the gap between
the races in a way that cven the
most bigoted white had to acknosr-
ledge was oonstructive. He asked
both whites and Negrocs to be
patient with one another.

“Some day we will have more
Negro doctors, lawyers, statesmen,
scientists, as well as more artisans
and better farmers.”” Mrs. Bethune
and Dr. Washington dreamed to-
gother. “Some day tho Negro will
be allowed to live in peace and
safety, in dignity and culture He
will be allowed to attend the best
universities—’

MERCY SPOT

Life at Brs. Bethune’s school
was never to be easy. Thore would
always be a gpewing worry over
money, for as soon as funds came
in, they were swallowed up by un-
paid teachers’ salaries, groccry hills,
repairs, supplics; and the creditors
who were still unsatisfied would ask
bluntly, <“When do you expect
some morc money?’’

She always replied calmly, “You
know we always pay. you will get
your money soon’.

But progress was ever forwacd
'the scholastic level of the school
grew higher and higher, for the five
original students who had started
as first graders were sianth graders
in 1910. Older children had come
in later and were still further along.
It was Mrs. Bethune’s purpose to
promote her students so that each
class completed formed the next
higher grade, until it vas possible
to have a graduating class trom the
eighth grade Soon she was able
to give work at a high-school
level.
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Mary McLcod Bethune wanted
to rcach everyone; so she planned
evening classes for adult Negroes,
to lift them out of their dismal
illiteracy and teach them to hve
more wholesomely. Shc invited
their drab cabins, taught them to
paint the walls, put curtains on
the windows, rugs on the floors.
As soon as the parents of her stu-
dents were persnaded to come to
school to learn theiwr letters, she
added the rudiments of art and
musiec to their curriculum Upon
being shown how {v draw, one
elderly lady said. I never kuew
that you could make flowers like
that on paper ”

She was Ieft to handlo alone her
monumenial task and the raismg ot
her son shortly after moving into
Faith Hall, when her husband ob-
tained-a teaching post in a nearby
city. A man with his education
was, of course, not satisficd with
the employment he bad been able
to obtain in Daytona. and it secm-
ed wise for him to accept the new
position, even thongh it meant that
the family would be separated.

Albert, Junior, remamed with
his mother and attended ¢l -ses at
her school until he was> old enough
for a mnan’s institute.

The Dayiona Educational Indus-
trial Training School was more than
& school, 1t was a light in the
midst of darkness; 1t was a grent
social mission from which workers
went out in every direction 1nto
the shadowy by ways of vice and
destitution.

When Mrs. Bothune's first took
up residence in Daytona, she had
heard rumors of conditions in the
turpentine camps, and she stored
the information in the back of her
memory. By 1911 she had students
who were old enough and sufficicnt-
ly trained to help her tackle the
problem.

LS
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Turpentine is made from the
gap of the slash pine, and Florida,
ospecially in the northern half of
the state, has miles and miles of
such pine forests.

A manufacturer would buy a
large tract of pine forest, build a
few shantics and distilleries, then
round up the ne'er-do-wells and
riffraff m the area, pay them low
wages, guarantee them all the rum
they eould drink, and sel them to
vork gathering turpentine. Drunk-
enness, ribaldry, immorahty, and
sichness were rampant, and what
vomen and children were with the
men soon succumbed to the con-
ditions

Gathering a group of her older
students together one Sunday after-
noon Mrs. Bethune started for a
turpeniime camp only three miles
from Daytona.

The first shanty they saw was
obviously the source of the rum.
Negroes sprawled on the ground
nearby. One, harely able to re-
main on his feet, lurched toward
the visiting party with a raucous
laugh Mrs Bethune brushed past
him when she saw a ragged, un-
Lempt woman hiding timidly be-
hind a tree. Mrs DBethune ap-
proached ber and held out a hand
of mercy.

«Where are ithe children! Who
is carmng for them ?” she de-
manded

The woman made a hopeless
gesture with her hand toward the
forest.

«All about,” she answered in &
dead, flat voice.

Mrs. Bethune and her disciples
found one shanty that would serve
as a church, and she gathered mto
a meeting as many as Would come.
They laughed, they jeered, they
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invented vulgar jokes; some even
brought their rum bottles, lest
thirst overtake them during the
meeting.

Paticntly, gently, Mary McLeod
Bethune sang the first nole of a
hymn in hecr unforgettable rich
contralto, and her students joined
their voices with hers. As the
music grew into a crescendo. the
jeering and laughter died dowm;
rum bottles were eased quietly to
the floor. Ske finished the bymn and
sang another. With theiwr attention
socured, Mrs. Bethune spoke to
them in simple, eloquent words
about the evil of thewr Lives She
planned to come back overy Sun-
day aftefnoon to read and sing to
them, she promised, and some day
she would open a school, which she
hoped every child in the camp
would attend.

Eventually she was able to start
the school and the children did come,
eagerly learning to sing, to sew,
to play organized games, to read and
write. Once she had made contact
with the children, she went into
their homes to teach the parents
cleanhiness, wholesome cooking, sober
living.

Within five years Mrs. Bethune
had a chain of niission schools, the
Tomoka Misrions, operating
throughout the turpentinc camrs,
staffed by her own students  The
children in the camp were receiving
tkreo months’ schooling every year;
the workmen were getting higher
wages, doing considerably less
drinking or none at all, and saving
their surplus money.

The smallest episode or an
isolated incident could fire Mrs.
Bethune’s imagination with an

idea for a whole new civic program.

She was cailed hurriedly to the
bedside of a student, to find the
youngster doubled up with abdomi-
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nal pain and running a high tempera-
ture. She did not have to be a doctor
tu sec that the sufferer was stricken
with acute appendicilis and must
have an opcration immecdiately

Thereby hung another iragedy. No
hospitals for Negroes!

«I went to a local hospital and
begged a white physician to take
her in and operate,” she related.
“My pleas wereso desperate he
finally agreed.”

In a day or two Mrs. Bethune
reappeared at the door of the hos-
pital and asked to see her pupil
She found her girl scgregated on a
porch behind the kitchen '

Others might submit meekly to
this injustice, but she did not in-
tend to; Daytona Negroes must
have a hosprial. RSo she hurried
back to her office and begon writing
letters to her most faithful sup-
porters. There was a frame cot-
tage on the street in back of Faith
Hall, she explained, that would
make an excellent hospital build-
g, total cost to be about five
thousand dollars.  Would they
please help her buy it? The funds
began to come in, and when she
had raited about four thousand
dollers, Andrew Carnegie sent her
the Jast thousand.

McLeod Hospital became a source
of mercy for the entire cast coast.
Starting with two beds in 1911, in
s few years she had a well-equip-
ped, twenty-bed hospital, with both
Negro ard white physicians and
her own student nurses Her school
operated the hospital for iwenty
years, until Daytona finally con-
sented to provide a hospital for
Negroes on the same grounds as
the city hospital.

A vear after she had started the
first turpentine mission, and [our
vears after Booker {T. Washington's
visit to her scheol, kMrs. Bethune
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attended & conference at Tuskegee
Instituie in _Alabama. Through
this renswed association with Dr.
Washington shn eaught another
vision : the community conference.

When Dr. Washington first went
into Alabama to found Tuskegee,
he had to teach his people every-
thing from brushing their teeth 1o
running their farms, and he de-
pended heavily on having one teach
another. 8o, early in the life of
his school, he starled holding
annual experience meetingr, the
Tuskegee Necro Conforences. To
them came farmers from far and
‘wide to give testimony to their
progress, thanks to help received
from their adored and vencrated
Dr. Washington and his arsociates.

Intensive research in agriculiure
was conducled at Tuskegee all the
time, and as fast as new knowledge
waas discovered, it was passed on to
all who could be persuaded to
accept 7.

Mary MocLeod Bethune, until
now more or less cut off from the
rest of the world because of the
demands made upon her by her own
school, thought she would not he
able to stand the excilement of
hearing of the progress of Negrocs
all over the United States. Eman-
cipation had occurred only half a
century before, yot osa result of
the tremendous cfforts of their own
leaders, Negroes could boast of
owning their own farms of being
able to read and write, of operating

Negro banks, drugstores, rotail
shops, and wholesale establish-
ments.

Mrs. Bethune met Dr. George
Washington Carver at that con-
ference, and promptly acquired an-
other hero.

The slightly built, humble,
sweet-dispositioned scientist had
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been at Tuskegee since 1896, when
he had joined the staff to take
charge of the Agriculture Depart-
ment. Dr Carver investigated
every viced that grew Ly the road-
side for its edibilily or medicinal
value. When he saw a pumpkin
plant growing lustily in a garbage
heap, he hit upon the idea of using
organic waste for fertilizer. He
took the unknown and unnoticed
soybeen jnto his laboratory and
discovered its high food value. He
looked at the so1l of the South
mede barren by years of planting
nothing but cutton and realized
that the South necded new crops
and rotation of crops. One of the
most widely known of Dr Carver’s
new crops was ihe peanut plant.
He found that the peanut contains
more protein than swloin steak,
more carbohydrates than potatoes,
better fat than butter. In order
to creatc & demand for the new
crop so that farmers would plant
it, he worked night and day to
develop dishes made from peanuts
and to discover new peanut pro-
duets

Togetber, Dr. Carver and Mrs.
Bethune received honorary degrees
of Doctor of Saience from Tuskegee
Institute.

Mrs. Bothune returned to Day-
tona and planped, organized, and
brought into being a conference and
baby show for all of Volusia Coun-
ty, the county in which Daytona is
located. Prizes were given for the
finest vegetables, jellies, and need-
lework. The women proudly pre-
sented their babies to show how
well cared-for they were, or they
met together to exchange idcas and
listen to advice on baby care. Mrs.
Bethune also offered a prizo of a
new rake and hoe for the best-
kept cabin and yard, and that gave
her the excuse she needed, before
the conference, to drive around
the county on inspection tours,
viewing litter with a fierce ono
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The Negroes derived so much
instruction in better living from
that first conference thati the idea
soon spread to three counties.
The competitive spirit of the con.-
ferences made them want more
atiractive homes, better gardens,
healthier children.

ANY SUNDAY AFTERNOON

By 1914 Daytona Educational
Industrial Training School was
offering a full high-school course and
turning out graduates every spring
in homemaking, teaching, cooking,
and nursing.

Faith Hall had become much
too small and inadequaic for its
tasks. One frame building could
no longer be residence hall, school,
kitchen, laundry, and chapel. Mrs
Bethune began to extend her
dreaming again. A new building ?
Ah, yes I It would be of brick this
time. It would be large, much
larger than Faith Hall, with modern
conveniences, plumbing, eleciric
lights, offices for principal and dean,
classrooms for the bulging enrol-
ment, and a chapel for worship.

The money for this edifico ?
She had raised money for Faith
Hall and for the hospital; she
could, with God’s help, raise more
She would go to her wealthy white
friends and explain {his newest
dream, this tremondous neod

“Please, dear Lord,” she began
to pray. ‘‘Give me the power to
convince these people that I need
the money.”

God gave her such powers of
persuasion that she needed to talk
to only two persons: Thomas H.
White and James N. Gamble.
They provided the entire amount.

_“What are you going to call
this new building ?”* she was asked.
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«White Hall, of course,” sghe
responded quickly.

Like all of her projects, this
new building was destined 1o
serve the entire commumity Kvery
Sunday afternoon the rexidents of
Daytona came to the college chapel
for a worship service

Mrs Bethune, shortly after
opening Faith Hall, had started hold-
g inter-racial services at threc
o’clock every Sunday The stu-
dents sang hymns, reciled poens
both classical :nd original : Mres
Bethune or another faculty memher
gave a shert sermon and led in
prayer. Spontaneous and unplan-
ned, the spiritual vitality of the
mectings attracted larger and larger
crowds from both sides of the
Ilalifax River, until l~{ecomers had
tv stand outside on the porch.

The new chapel meant that the
Sunday afternoon services eould be
expanded and all guests sccom-
modated.

The meetings arc still popular
in Daytona. Any Sunday after-
noon will see resorters strolling or
driving across the bridge thatl spans
the river, and across the rairoad
tracks, to Second Avcnuc forfra-
ternal worship Through it~ Sunday
afternoon meetings, Bethune-Cook-
man College has become onc of the
greatest inter-racial laboratories in
the entire South. People of all
races, creeds, and colors sit side by
side.

THE KU KLUX KLAN

The mingling of races in the
chapel at Daytona Educational In-
dustrial Training School was a
small part of a greater movement
toward understanding that was
taking place all over the United
States. At the turn of the century
America was discovering the Negro,
his folk tales and legends, his work
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songs and spirituals. The fox
trot, ragtime, ‘“blues” musie, the
Charleston, jazz all grew out of
Negro rhythms and folk songs, The
Negro has contributed as much to
American culture as the Pilgrims,
the Spanish explorers, the Fronch
settlers, and all the other iypes
who melted together to creatc a
new nation

But the picture of the Negro’s
contributions has been clouded by
hatred and crime During the first
decade of the twentieth century
terrible race riots and lvnchings
occurred. But cach year th-re were
fewer lynchings, until in 1950 there
were only two.

When Negro leaders met in
conference to discuss their problems,
the reason for the decreased number
of lynchings and riots and for the
increased racial understanding be-
came evident The Negro's edu-
cational level was rising, and with
it his registance to violence and his
insistence on the protection afford.-
ed by the law. By 1900 a million
and & half Negro children were in
school, with nearly thirty thousand
Negro teachers instructing them,
and there were thirty-four Negro
colleges and universities

Negroes’ progress in obuaining
civil rights was helped still further
when Theodore Roosevelt became
President in that year He took a
vigorous personal interest in their
welfare, encouraged them to greater
effort, became a close friend of
Booker T. Washington, and even
visited Tuskegee. During his two
terms in office, Americans of Negro
descent began once more to ex-
perience real progress along the
road to equality.

When the United States declar-
od war on Germany in 1917, Negro
leaders alerted the masses to the
fact that they were as liable to be

drafted inio service asany white
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man ; that they were expected to
be as patriotic and devoted to
their country even though in many
arens they were deprived of their
civil rights.

Under the Selective Service Act
of 1917, over two million Negroes
were registered and over three
hundred thousand of them were
called into active service.

The record of valor and courage
which they made for themselves, in
spite of being segregated into
separate regiments, won them the
respeci and admiration of thousands
of new friends.

The Negro’s civilian lifo within
the United States was altered by
the war, too., When factories con-
verted into making war materials,
they needed more workers than
were available, and they had to
employ Negroes. That started a
vast migration of Negroes from the
South to Northern cities, where
they could hope for better wages
and a chance to use their skills in
industry

Mrs Bethune watched with
alarm the migration of many of her
own young people because she realiz-
cd that when the war was over
they would be the first to be thrown
out of work,

Her son was at  Morehouse
College in Atlanta, Georgia, and
she wondered bow he would res-
pond to the lure of monoy. He
wis dong well in collego, and she
didn’t want him to be tempted
away from his studies. Happily
for her, he remained at college
during World War I; he joined the
Reserve Officers Training Corps, a
subdivision of the army with units
at colleges and universities to train
younger men for future positions
as reserve officcrs in the regular
Army.
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Mrs. Bethune raised funds and
traveled for the Red Cross, some-
times lecturing on a few hours’
notice, in Maryland, Virginia, and
the District of Columbit..

As soon &8 the war was over,
she was back giving her full time
to the school and the community
of Daytona. The school was for-
ever in need of money, and the
race situation in Florida demanded
exquisite diplomacy Contrasted
with the generous white residents
who gave coustantly and fully of
their support, advice. and encovr-
agement were the Dbigoted whites
who felt that the Negro must be
kept in his *‘place,” that eny effurt
to Lelp him was liable to encour-
age him to get ‘out of hand.”

The Xu Xlux Kian was an ever-
present menace The XKlan had
started in Pulaski. Tennessee, in
1866, when a group of yourg men,
some of them Civil War veterans,
all penniless as a result of the war,
depressed and in need of diversion.
were sitling around the cvening
spoiling for ways to entertain them-
selves. They decided to form a
club, and one of them said, “What
about the Greek word Lukles, mcan-
ing circle 2’

Laughing, joking, baidsing
comment about, they fi: elly divid-
ed the word into Ku Klux and
added Klan. At first they spent
their time making nuisances of
themselves, dressed in long white
gowns, white mwasks, and mounted
on horses with muffled feet.

In another yecr the iragedy
of Reconstruction had begun.
Carpetbaggers were hurrying south
to exploit the inexperienced, un-
educated Negrocs. I'ear of being
governed by the slaves they had
themselves mistreated filled every
white heart. When large numbers
of Negroes began to be elected to
state legislatures and to hold other
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public offices, white populations,
in some instances in the minority,
thought the end of civilization had
come. -

One night some XNegroes saw a
geoup of In Kluxers nding by in
their white costumes ¢ long ¢ lonely
road and reported thet they had
scen a troop of ghosts The idea
caught on like an inspiration and
spread from state to state Xeep
the Negrees from voting and hold-
myz office by terrorizing them

The seeret, eruel world of the
Klan grew hke a mushroom, and
the otrositics it committed became
wore end more inhumane. It burn-
ed down the Negro sehools and
whipped and drove out of town
thut¢ whites who had come South
to teach m them. Tt heat, tortured,
snd killed Negroes, hurning and
looting their homes. It whipped
whites who refused to join tho Klan,
and it kept up these outrages for
years,

«Faith and courage ' was Mrx.
Bothune’s reiteratcd advice when-
ever the subjeet of the Klan was
mentioned. “Patience and forti-

tude Social changes earnot happen
quickly. We are making progress.

The South found other weys
snd means to keep the Negro
away from the polls on Elcction
Day

It used the poll tax, a foe of
81 or $2 that must be pa:d weliin
tdvance of Election Day 1y the
person wishing to vote. To o share-
cropper who carned as hittle #s »100
a year, & fee of §1 was sufficient to
keep him out of politics.  Florida
cnacted a poll tax in 1885 and did
not repeal it wuntil 1937. Tive
Southern states still enforec a poll
tax.

Another device for disfranchising
the Negro is the ‘white primary.
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Primary elections, in which candi-
dates are nominated to run for
office in the general clections, are
held separately by the two major
parties. In a state whore onc party
is overwhelmingly strong, vsually
the Democratic Party in the South,
to win in the primary clection is as
good as being elected in November
In many Southern states the Demo-
cratio Party enforced tho simple
rule that no Negro could vote in
Democratic Party primarics. 'This
ruse kept the Negroes away from
the polls in a long list of Southern
states until 1944, when the United
States Supreme Court ruled that

2?2

the ““white primary” was unconsti-
tutional.
Mrs. Bethune went right on

educating, encourazing, and arous-
ing the Negroes %o think about
their constitutional rights and their
own betterment, and an Election
Day never went by that she did not
appear at the polls, with a group
of dark-brown Ameriens determin-
ed to vote.

“INVEST IN A HUMAN SGUL”

Daytona Educational Industrial
Training School was giving grades
two years above high scheol by
1921.

The school had several huildings
by that time. The second brick
building, the library, sfocd across
the street from White Holl Mrs,
Bethune was not satisfied  She
knew Faith Hall had become an
overcrowded firetrap, no longera
safo place for the girls to slep

She stood in front of White Hall
ono day beside her secretary,
Harold V. Lucas, and others of her
staff, and pointed tonard a stretch
of swampy ground.

_“I see_a brick bulding,” she
said.  “Fireproof, with shower
baths, sitting rooms, electric lights.
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I sce a new home for my girls. I
must go and write some letters.”

No vne argued with her when
she was in a ‘bulding” mood, for
all had learned long ago mnot to
contradiet her visions.

Mrs Flora D. Curtis, of Buffalo,
a white tourist living out her re-
maining days m Daytona, made
one of her regular visits to Second
Avenue to buy ocarrots from the
school garden. Crotchety, bothered
by a delicate stomaeh that required
fre:hly picked carrots anrd peas,
Mrs Ciatis would fuss and fume
over the selection of ten cents’
worth of carrots, and then go to
the office to pay Mrs., Bethune for
them.

On her shopping trip to the
schoel in 1921, she stopped in Mrs.
Bethune’s office and said, «This is
niy last year in Daytona. I won’t
be coming down here any more.”

Mrs Bethune expressed rogrets.

«How much have I spent on
carrols all these years 2 asked
Mrs Curtis.

A scrupulous keeper of records,
Mrs. Betbune told her the amount
immediately and gave her the date
for each time spent.

Mrs Curtis could only st-tein
ameazed ndmiration.

«Could you please send me your
school paper each wonth 2’ she
asked = “If anything happens to
me, I may have some money.”

Mrs. Curtis died shortly after
that episode, and when her will nas
read, she had left tho school 840,0(?0,
half the smount needed to bl‘.lld
{he new dormitory. This thn'.d
brick building was named Curtis
Hall in honor of tho benefactor.
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Mary McLeod Bethune stood
alone at the age of forty-eight, with
thousands of others depending upon
her wisdom and spiritual strength
Her husband had died in 1919, and
her son was & grown man with his
own life to hive. If at times she
longed for the strength of another
person to lean upon, there was no
hint of it in her personality

She had been watching the fate
of Cookman Institute, a men’s col-
lege in Jacksonville, Florida, that
was trying without too much suec-
cess to compete with two other
colleges nearby. In spitc of having
taken in boys many years before,
her own school until then had been
largely a girls’ school, and she
wanted it to become co-asducationzl.
Cookmsan was run by the Board of
Education of the Methodist Episco-
pal Church North. In 1923 plans
were put into action to merge the
two colleges, and in March 1923
they were completed The new co-
educational school was called Day-

tona Cookman Collegiate Insti-
tute.
In 1924, a group of Mrs,

Bethune's friends and admirers pre-
sented her with a trip to LEurope,
and she spent eight happy wecks
wandering through Ttaly, Switzer-
land, Germany, Holland, Belgium,
France, England, and Scotland. In
Rome she was received by the Pope
and given his special Dlessing
When she reached London, she
found that the Lord Mayor and his
wife were waiting to receive her
and in Edinburgh, the Lord Pro-
vost and Lady McLeod. She came
back to Daytona refreshed and
happy, her vision widened by all
the new sights and personalities
she had experienced.

The name of her school was
changed once more, when her trus-
tees protested that her own name
should bo memorialized. She con-
sented, and the school beccame
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Bethune-Cookman College.

At her half-century mark, Mary
MeLeod Bethune was really just be-
ginning her ascendancy as an out-
standing American educator and a
leader in humanitarianism , her
influence was being felt in wider
and wider circles, and the force of
her persouality was reaching in-
dividuals in every walk of life all
over the country. Although her
figurc had grown heavier and a
streak of whitc showed in her jot-
black pompadour, fifty years did
not seem to have reduced her limit-
less supply of energy She could
still outwork her associates, with
no regard fur herself

Nineteen-twenty eight found her
in California for the annual meet-
ing of the National Association of
Colored Women. of which she was
president. She had been aclive in
this group for sevveral years, ever
since the day its chairman had
allowed Ler to speak to the meet-
ing on behalf of her school m
Florida. She made such a profound
impression on that first oceasion
that the president, Mrs. Mary
Church Terrell, hurried to her after
the meeting and said, < You have
just the characteristics to make
you a good president of the Nation-
al Association of Colored Women,
and I hope I'll Iive long enough to
see the day when you will be.”

Whenever Mary DMcleod Be-
thune spoke, the most vibrant
qualities in her personality hecame
evident. She would stand silent
for a moment, head tilted slightly
upward, as though waiting for a
message from above. Eyes half
closed, she would intone the first
words, and her audience saw the
missionary, the spiritual messenger,
heard the deep, rich resonance of
a voice that was almost bass.
Using short sentences and clear-cut
thoughts, moving slowly at first,
building up a gradual crescendo
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until she reached a high-speed ex-
citement that earvied cveryone with
her on a2 wave of emotion, gradual-
ly slowing at the close of her
speech, leaving her lhsteners with a
deep sense of Dbenediction, Mrs.
Bethune stretched out her expres-
sive hands and closed them quickly
as though to turn off the sounds of
her own voice

She had pleaded ologuently for
underprivileged colored girls. She
wanted more help for them: they
were human souls 1 distress

The association members waited
in silence for & moment, then bhurst
into round after round of enthusi-
astic applause.

With the speakers on the plat-
form sat a modest white woman,
aging hands folded m her lap  Too
discreet to show any cmotion, she
smiled happily all the tune Mrs,
Bothune was speaking.

This guest of honor was Mary
Crissman, the Qualier woman who
beheved in giving one-tenth of her
income to charity and who had
provided DMary McLood’s scholar-
ships to Seotia Seminary and to
Moody Bible Institute She hal
lived to see her investment return
dividends a thousandfold  Few
eyes were dry

¢ Invest in a human soul.” Mbs.
Bethune begged lher audience
“Who knows ? It might be a dia-
mond in tho rough ”

ADVISER TO THE
PRESIDENT

As Mrs. Bethune’s personality
unfolded to reveal her true great-
ness and she moved mevitably out
into the main stream of national
affairs, she was in wide demand as a
speaker, and she used her cloquence
at every opportunity to plead for
inter-racial good will.
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“There is no superior or in-
ferior race,” she said again and
again.

“The Negro has made his con-
irtbution to Amcerican culture and
to the world, and this contribution
is represented through the Negro’s
patience, tolerance, forgiveness, and
love... In order to know which way
a tree is growing, we must wateh
the upp.r branches : those of the
race who have accomplished some-
thing end are leaders. The race
should De judgel by that group
rather than the masses who have
not had therr chance to develop ”

She gave generously of her time
1o every organization that was
working for the promotion of racial
understanding.

The National Urban League
was onc of these. Started in 1910
by o group of white soaal workers
tu improrve conditions of Negroes
in New York, its motto “Not alms
but opportunity,” the National
TUrban Icague has capanded its
member<hip  and  responsibilities
until today it has branches in near-
ly siaty ecities manned almost on-
tirely by Neero social workers. It
helps wnemployed Negroes to find
work, persuading both labor unions
and wlite employers o aoccept
them ; 1t operates  day nurserios
for the children of working mothers,
neighborhood  clubs and  play-
grounds, and does what it can to
raise living standards in Negro
quarters of American cities.

Mrs DBethune became aftilinted
with the National Urban League
just after Woild War I when, in
1920. she was elecled to its Exe-
cutive Board to take the place of
Mrs Booker T Washmgton, who
had died a short time before. The
other members of the board found
her to Le, not militant, as they
had fearcd, but wise, patient, per-
suasive, and possessed of excep-
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tional vision where the future of
race relations in America was con-
cerned.

Mrs. Bethune was a diplomatic
link between the Negro world and
the white, and whenever a white
individual or group asked her
what the Negro wants, she would
reply without hesitation :

“Protection that is guaranteed
by the Constitution of the United
States and which he has a right to
expect , the opportunity for devcl-
opment equal to that of any otber
American ; 1o be understood ; and
finally, to make an appreciable
contribution to the growth of a
better America and & better
world.”

The National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People
was another group to which Mrs.
Bethune gave her help. It, tco,
began in New York, a ycar befo'e
the National Urban Leaguo, but
the N A.A.CP. concentrated most
of its efforts on legal work tn obtain
civil rights for the Negro through
the courts. Since its founding, the
N.A.ACP. has made a bmnlliang
record for itself Betwecen 1913
and 1950 its attorneys won twonty-
eight out of thirty-one cases Lefore
the United States Supreme Court,
decisions outlawing the white prim-
ary, ending segregation laws n
many cities, forbidding the use in
court of confessions obtained by
torture, eliminating Jim Crow re-
gulations on intersiate trams and
buses, pernutting Negro stud.nts
to enter many white colleges.

Mrs. Bethune’s friendship with
Walter White began when she be-
came & vice pregident of the
N.A.A.CP. in the late 1930's, since
he was executive secreiary of the
organization. Walter White’s blue
eyes, blond hair, and white skin
draw stares of amazement when he
annpunces that he is a Negro.
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Coming out of Georgia in the Deep
South, having narrowly escaped
being lynched on more than one
occasion, he came North after
World War I to take a low-salaried
post with the N. A. A C. P, and
ultimately he rose to be its chief
executive officer. His entire hfe
has been one of dedicarion to the
Negro cause.

The 1920’s, that had been yoars
of prosperity, were not to last; in
the fall of 1929 the stock market
crashed and the whole American
economy began a downward plunge
into a deep and {ragic depression.
The dopression Icft youth all over
the couniry without opportunity of
hope If theroc was no hope for
even the upper levels, what about
Negroes ?

As the depression reached iis
lowest point, Frinklin Delano
Roosevelt was ciected President
After he had becn in office a short
while, Negroes began to hear talk
of a *“new deal”.

Mrs Bethune was aceustomed to
conferring with Presidents by then,
in November 1930 she had been
invited by President Hoover to the
general session of the White House
Conference on Child Health and
Protestion, and the following year
to the President’s Conference on
Home Building and Home Owner-
ship.

Franklin D Roosevelt, with his
extraordinary gift of beingable to
pick caactly the right person fora
job, asked her to scrve on tho
Advisory Committce of the Natinnal
Youth Administration that was
just then being set up.

N.Y.A.’s purpose was.iwo-fold :
to give part-time omployment to
students in schools, colleges, and
universities, so that they could con-
tinue their education ; and to give
both training and full employment
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to idle young pcople who were not
in school.

The wunforgettable day came
when Mary McLeod Bethunc was to
sit in conference with the Presi-
dent of the United States and pive
him a report on minonty group
activities of the N Y.A,

“In many parts of the South
the fifteen-dullar or twenty-dollar
chuck each month means real salva-
tion for thousands oif Negro young
people,” the daughter of slaves ox-
plained to President. “W ¢ are bring-
ing hfe and spiit to these many
thousands who for so long have been
in darkness. I speak, Mr Tresident,
not as Mrs. Bethunre but as the voice
of fourtcen milllon Americans who
seek to achieve full citizenship.
We want to contuue to open doors
for these millions ™

Tears were coursing down the
President’s ehecks when she finish-
ed. He leaned across the table and
grasped her hands m both of his.

«Mrs Bethune,” he said, I am
glad T am able to contribute some-
thing to help make a betler life
for your pcople T wanito assure
you that I will continue 1o do my
besi for them in every nay ™

Shortly after she began her
work with the President, a signal
honor was paid to Mrs Bethune by
the N.A.AC.P., announced in a
letter from the organization’s secret-
ary :

Dear Mrs Bethiune -

It is with profound pleusure’
that I have the honor tv advise you
that the Spingarn Medal Award
Committee has sclestcd you as the
1935 Medalist.

May I oxtend both official and
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personal congratulations to you
upon this well-merited recognition
of your devoted services...

Ever sincerely,

WALTER WHITE
Secretary

Mrs. Bethune laid the letter
down carcfully after she had read
1t Deep with in her still lurked
the barefoot cotton picker who so
desperately wantied to learn to read
und wlo wept so profusely when she
was told there would be a school
for her.  That httle girl still went
wild with juy when forlune smiled
at her, stiil fell on her knces and
thanked the sky. The dignified
lady of sixty smiled and touched a
buzzer to summon her sceretary
so that she could dictaic her
reply.

The Spingarn Award is a much-
coveted gold medal presented year
by the N ALA.C'P «for the highest
or noblest achievcment by an
Amcrwan Negro during the preced-
ing year or years.”” [t has been
givon 10 such outstanding Negroes
as George Washington Carver, the
seienti-t , Nuland Hayes, the tenor;
James Weldon Johnson, suthor snd
diplowrat ; (vrter G. Woodsen, his-
toran and founder of the Associa-
tion for the Study of Negro Life
and Histury ; Walter White, Exe-
cutive Seerctary of the N.A.LACP;
Mavian Anderson, contralto ; A.
Philip Rradolph, labor leader;
William H Hastie, governor of the
Virgin Islands; Dr Perey L.
Julian, rescarch chemist ; William
B Burghurdt DuBus, suthor and
founder of the Pan-Afriean Cong-
ress , Ralph J Bunche, the United
Nations mediator in Palestine, and
winner of the Nobel Peaco Award
in 1950 ; and other notables.

Mrs. Bethune travecled to St.
Louis at the end of June to re-
ceive, before a vast audicnce in the
municipal auditoriem, the goll
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medal on which was embossced a
figuro holding the scales of justice
in one hand and the sword of cour-
age in tke other.

Her ceceptance speech, “Lireak-
mg the Bars to Brothcrhood,™ carried
her listeners along on s spiritual
message, as her strong, protruding
Jaw scemed to protrude a little
farther and her heavy features
tightened with determination. “To
be worthy of being included m the
illustrious group of Spiingarn Jieda-
lists... one must repond to the
stimulus of this occasion with a spirt
of rededication to service, reconsce-
ration to the needs of the people...
the National Association for ihe
Advancement of Colored Peopic has
spent its efforts almost wholly m
cleering the way for the race, in
breaking the dead branches from
the paths of opportumty... The
law of life is the law of co-opera-
tion... If we would make way
for social and political justice and
the larger brothorhood, we must
co-operate.  Racial cohesiveness
means making a rope of all of the
achievements of those who have
had education and advantages, un-
t1ll we reach the lowest man in the
stratum of the masses. Unless the
peopls have vision, they perish.. .”

Her audience str:ined forwurd
as she increased her speed and
accelerated her emotionad eppeal
Meny were hearing her for the first
time. and while they hed known of
her miraculous achievementi- they

had not been exposed tu  her
dynamic personality before.
Miss Josephine Roehe, then

Assistant Seerctary of the Treasury,
was the next speaker, and when she
finished, two largo bouquets were
sent o the platform, onc presonted
to Mrs. Bethune and the other to
Miss Roche There was tremendous
applause, and as if by inspiration
the two women. one Dlack and the
other white, turned and embraced

.
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each other.

Josephine Roche had been
assisting President Roosevelt to set
up the N.Y.A., and she had her ¢ye
out constantly for talent. She left
the St. Louis meeting convinced
that Mrs. Bethune could handle far
more responsibility than had been
demanded of her by her work on
the advisory committec.

When Mrs. Bethune recerved an
mvitation to another conforence
with the President, her heart gave
a leap. How much more would he
be wnilling to do for the down-
trodden ? How much more would
she be allowed to do ? v

When she veached Washington
she hurried directly to the ofiice of
Aubrey Willlams, Natioral Youth
Administrator. His usually dour
foce hghted up with a smule when
she entered, and he grocted her with
the news :

“The President has dgcided to
sct up an office of Mmority Affairs
of N.Y.A., and you arc to be its
administrator.”

Sobered tnd humbled by the
immensity of the responsibihty,
Mrs. Bethune took a startled step
backward and protested, I can’t
do that. I have to look after my
college.”

“T’am afraid you’ll have to,” he

told her. “D¢ you reahze this is
the first such post created for a
Negro woman in  the Umnited
States ?

She sank down into a chair as
her exceptional vision lighted up
the vistas of the future, and she
nodded her agreement. She had
overcome so many insurmountable
barriers in her lifo ; surely she could
do this, as long as her faith held.
Yes, she would have to do it, be-
cause she was paving the way for
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other Negro women who came after
her.

Her new Washington post prov-
ed & Dblessing, boeauso there was a
salary attached. Onc of the first
economies she had cnacted at the
school when the depression struck
had been to discontinue her own
salary completely. Gther teacher
and staff salarics had been reduced,
and there had been times when she
had not known how she would mect
her payroll Now she could send a
large portion of her salary to Day-
tona every mouth to defray school
expenses.

As soon as she tuok up her
duties, her adminisirative ability
was felt, and young Amciican
Negroes, on learning that they had
a champion in the federal govern-
ment, lifted up theiwr heads and be-
gan to hope.

The N.Y.A. had a local ad-
ministrator mn each state, and Mrs
Bethung traveled all over the
country, visiting the various schools
and projects that had been set up for
Negroes, nvestigating mnew situ-
ations that ought to have a
project

One of the first steps she touk
before going into the ficld for the
NY A wasto ealla conlerence in
Washmgton of all Negro leaders,
so that she could have the benefit
of their combmed experiences , and
out of that conference grew many
of her plans for Negro youth for
the noxt ten years.

Under the supervision six hund-
red thousand Negro young peoplo
were benefited N.Y.A. work pro-
jects employed nearly twenty thou-
sand in clearing playgrounds and
parks, building dormitories and
schoolhouses, repawing roads, and
helping in forest conservation. They
took pride in the fact that what
they reccived, they had earned

167

The money in their pockets wasn’t
dole. Thoso in schools were able
to learn trades in the Resident
Vocational Training Projects in
agriculture, shop work, dressmak-
ing, nursing, child care, in ex-
chunge for their board and tuition.

To travel thirty-five thousand
mules, speek at more than forty
meetings 10 twenty-odd states in a
single year, along with her duties
in Washington, was a typical re-

cord for this woman in her
sixtics

All she lived that kind of sche-
dule for ten years, still finding time
through it all to worry about, and
work out, administrative problems
of Bethune-Cookman College

Whenever political machinations
in Washington threatened to curtail
the funds for N.Y A, she would
hurry back to the capital to confer
with the Prosident and Mrs.
Roosevelt.

Congress at one pomnt was de-
termined to whittle cosls, and a
$100,000 graduate-iramning fund in
the N Y A. appeared doomed.

Mis Bethune hurried to Presi-
dent Roosevelt’s office, and because
she knew how busy ho was, she
began o tell him quickly and briefly
about the dangers of bringing
such a fund to an end. She be-
came so excrted and so concerned
that she jumped out of her chair
and shook her finger in his faco
shouting

“Think what o terrible tragedy
1t would be for America if by this
action by a comnuttee of Congress,
Negroes would be deprived of the
loadership of skilled and traincd
members of their race!l”

Horrified to find herself speak-
ing so harshly to the President of
the Umted States, she apologized
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«Oh, Mr. President, I didn’t mean
to become so emotional.”

The President smiled graciously,
«I wunderstand thoroughly, Mrs.
Bethune. My heart is with you.”

The following week Congress
renewed the full grant to the
Navional  Youth Administration
program.

NATICNWIDE INFLUENCE

While she was hoer busiest in
the early formative years of the
Nationu Youth Administration,
the founder of Bethune-Cookman
College crected her sccond great
idea : The Nazional Council of Negro
Women

Traveling all over the United
States, consulting with every top-
notch Negro leader, discovering all
soris of Negro-betterment organiza-
tions, scme of them overlapping
their eofforts, she realizodl that
Negro women and their local groups
needed a clearinghouse for their
efforts. In 1335 she called together
representatives of a dozen or more
women’s associations and laid be-
fore them her plans for the Nation.
al Council. TIts membership was to
represent all communities : civie,
ohurch, labur, education, profes-
sions ; and its goa. would be 1o
improve opporbtunities in every field:
better housing, better working con-
ditions, highor ssandards of liviag,
equal edusational opportunisies,
¢ivil rights- —to ramove the s2eond-
class label from the American
Negro.

The idea cought on and spread
like wildfire , the raembership roils
mounted ; and the National Council
grew into a powerful organizatior
that today has reached and influ-
enced nearly a million women from
every state in the Union It has
bean responsible for bringing o
public atienticn & host of brilliant
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and cultured Negro women such as
Dr. Dorothy Boulding Ferebee, one
of Mrs. Bethune’s physicians who
ultimately suecceded her as presi-
dent of the National Council , and
Mrs. Edith Sampson, the Chicago
attorney who in 1949 went on the
round-the-world trip of America’s
Town Meeting of the Air, and the
following yecer was appomled an
alternate delegete from the United
States to the Umted Nations Gene-
ral Assembly, the fir.t Negro to
hold such a post.

The early days of the Council
were not easy, for, among other
things, it had no adequate place of
its own in which to meet, and ne
funds to speak of. Drs. Bethune
heard that a Lousc on Vermont
Avenue in Washington, D C was
for sale, and she and two or three
others feund that they could scrape
together from their personal funds
the $800 necessary for the down
payment Ten thousand dollars
more would be needed, and Mrs.
Bethune decided to ask jarshall
Field 11X for the money.

Off she went t{o his ofdce, and
what transpired between NMarshall
Field ITT, heir to the department-
store millions, and thc passionate
crusnder 13 not known In spibe
of his wealth, Marshall Field was
a hard worker all his life, one
who had a keen interest in child
welfare and other causos. il self-
less disposition showed in a sensitive,
{incly foatured face and a kindly
manner, and he must have cujuyed
terviewing Mary McLeod Bethune
in eny cvent, she roturned to her
friends an hour later in {riumph,
flourishing a check for $10.000.

The year following the founding of
the National Councii, Mrs Bethuno
was elected president of the Associ-
ation for the Study of Negro Life
and History. The founder of the
Association, Carter & Woodson,
had been the son of slaves in
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Virgir ia and he had had difficultics
similar to Mrs. Bethune’s in obtain-
ing an education Hec began his
careor as a teacher. first in high
school cud later in lloward Uni-
versity, doing writing and research
in the history of the Negro in lus
spare time. When he discovered
that few, if any, publishers would
accept books on Negro subjects, he
organized his own publishing com-
pany and the associntion of which
Mrs. Dethune became president
in 1936.

The presidency wa. really an
honorary position, since Dr. Vv ood-
son. as duieetor, did the bulk of the
work. DMrs  Bethune's name
brought 1t tremendous prc~'r 2, and
her vast following amony » 1ple of
modest means attractcd o the
Association a large volume of small
donations Until Ler election, Dr
Woodson had had te depend upon
large grants from a fow wealthy
sources such as the Carnexie Corpo-
ration, Laura Spelman Roclefeller
Memorial, and the Rockefeller
Foundation Mps Bethures influ-
ence helped to create & broader
finanvinl base upon whih to rest
the Association’s work.

One mye jyear
Drexel Awcard,
University m  New  Grleans,
Louisiana, at 1irs  commencement
exercises presenied Mrs. Dethunc
with a gold medal “for dissinguished
service and devotion mn the cause
of humanwy and the bette mont
of lier fellow men.” Xavier Unver-
sity was foundid by the sisters of
the Blessed Sacrament cspocually
for work among Indiavs ant colorad
people.

brought th>
whon Xavier

During hor years in Washington
with the N.Y A, Mrs Bethune
besame onc of the most induential
women in the Umted S:ates, and
to the Negroes a beacon bght. She
brought them to.ether, erystallized
their cfforts, gave them a sense of
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direction.

Recalizing how successful her
" first confevence of Negro leaders
had been, she organized another
sueh meeting in 1937, naming it the
National Conference on Problems
of the Negro and Negro Youth.
She was able to call on high places
for support of the yprojeet; Mrs.
Rooscvelt was the principal speaker
at the opening session, and Aubrey
Wilhams was another ; altogether
about a hundrod prominent persons
Dlessed 1t with their presences.
Presadent Roo evelt sent a message
of encouragement,

A THIRTY-FIVE YEAR
RECKONING

Thicty-five yoars had passed
sinee the young searcher after her
missionn i lite had stood in the
midst of Uolored Town in Daytona
and had chosen it as the place for
her school.  Bethune-Cookiman was
a full-fledged junior college in 1939,
having been able to drop its high-
sehool courses four years earher.

But BMrs. Bethune was still
dreapang, still planning The library
was madequate, too small a building,
and nov nearly enough books. She
and others were now busy raising
funds for « Harrison Rhodes Memo-
rial Library.

Harrison Garfield Rhodes, the
writer, best known for his  draraati-
zalion of RBuggles of Red Gup, had
been o friend of the cullege for
vears and Lard remembered it gene-
rously mn lus will. Rather penuri-
ous in hus living, his excuse had
always Leen that he wanted to
save as much money as possible for
his bequest to the college.

After several ycaes of fund
raismg, the new Library was erc tod
and namcd for Harrieom Rlodes
Today 1t is or:e of the largest and
most complete hibraries available to
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Negroes in the Southeast.

A second reckoning loomed large
in that milestone year when Mary
McLeod Bethune, who had been
called ““indestruetible’” by one of her
physicians, startled everybody with
the news that she must undergo
an operation. She had been dis-
tressed by & severe asthmatic con-
dition for years, and the doctors
of Jokns Hopkins Hospital in
Baltimore, where she had gone for
a complete checkup, deculed that
an operation would have to be
performed on her nasal passages.

In spite of the almost universal
affection in which she was held, m
spite of her high rank in the national
government, Mrs Bethune was con-
fronted by she specter of Jim Crow
the minute she set foot inside the
hospital ~ Johns Hopkins had no
private rooms for Negroes n the
surgical or medical divisions, where
she belonged, but did manage to
find one for her in the gynecological
departmont.

Mrs. Bethune had never been a
spokesman for herself ; she was a
torchbearer for otliers She asked
for a Negro surgeon when she dis-
covered thal every nurse and doctor
on the staff was white

“There arc two distinguished
Negro physicians in the city,” she
persisted. “Cen jou let them parti-
cipate, or at least observo the
work ¥

Sbe won her point Both men
were mnvited, and ever since that
time thoere have been Negro doctors
on the staff of Johns Hopkins

Creature of faith though she
was, @ thread of sorrow began to
run through Mrs. Bethune's diary
when she heard reports on her radio
of world affairs.

War clouds, never completely

THREE BOOKS IN ONE

cleared away after World Waxr I, had
been gathering over Europe for
several years. The tide of militar-
ism was rising slowly but steadily
under Mussolini in Italy and Hitler
m Germany.

Mrs. Bethune shuddered when
she realized how far the hato virus
could spread She must get back
to work, increase her schedule,
cover more meetings, writc more
letters, watch over her young
people, raise the campaign against
hatred.

TWO PROTESTS

As the war in Kurope spread,
the attention of America was to be
called again and again to the way it
treated its minority groups, particu-
larly its largest minority, the brown.
skinned Americans.

American 1ndustry stepped up
its production and, as had happened
in World War I, southern Negroes
again migrated mnorth iy large
numbers to such manufacturing
centers as New York, Detroit,
Chicago, and San Francisco

In the twenty years between
World War I and World War II
they had raised their literacy rate
to ninety per cent They had de-
veloped their own universities and
colleges, turning out thousands of
graduates. They were no longer
the traditional superstitious farm
hands, easily frightened by white-
hooded night riders, but doctors,
nurses, teachers, mechanies, bankers,
sciecntists, writers, artists, crafts-
men ; and they wanted an equal
chance to use their training.

«Having come, in three hundrcd
years in America,” said Mis
Bethune from behind her N.Y.A.
desk in Washington, “through most
of the hardships and sufferings,
oppressions and denials that mark
the experience of the white ruce for
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over a thousand years, ithe Negro
i America faces a crucial period in
his history  He is now at the cruss-
rocds where he is ready to turn
down tho road, where he will
forever drop from his shoulders the
burdensome mantle of slavery and
assume tho rights and proivileges of
a full Curstian life and  atizenship
with his fcllow Americans . Today
the Negro faces the problem of
participation in natiorvl defense....
It ig no secret that the program for
national defense has not lowcred its
bars sufficiently for the proper m-
clusion and integration of Negroes
into it.”

In New York City cne of «Mrs
Bethune’'s boy<". -L o Phibp
Randolph, & (Yolinan Justitute
graduate, decided 10 o 1mro action
and organize an effective protest

Randolph saw the Negroes were
not being allowed thew fair share of
jobs in defense plants. and he went
up and down the stiects of the
Negro,sections 1n New York and
Chicago, asking tlie single question .
«What are you goung to do about
it ¢

He talked tu sl..plieepers, bua-
nessmen, housewnive~, -tudents

“Whet ehout .t be adhed arem
and agein - Do you went a b
in a defense industry > We need
to let the government know that
Negroes are willmg to give their
lives for their country, hut we also
want to have the rivht to earn a
living in industey at h 'me.”

He found them willing to res-
pond, and before long he had rallied
& huge following.

“We will march on Washington,”
he told them as their excitcment
mounted. “We will rise up from
every part of the United Statcs and
merch on the national capial in
mess protest aud  demend fair
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treatment in industry.”

The March-On-Washington Move.
ment, with A. Philip Randolph s
its national directur, grew at a high
rate of speed. This peaceful revo-
lution was their first attempt at
mass expression, and it must
succeed.

In less than four months the
cfforts to organize an army of
warchers had reached such propor-

tions that President Roosevelt
called Randolph and  Walter
Wlute mto conference. Being in

such close touch with the grave
internationel situation, realizin
that at «ny moment the United
States might become mvolved in
the war as a participant, the
President knew full well how danger-
ous it would be toignore or mis-
dircet a movement involving thirteen
million Americans And he realized,
tuo, how justified their protest was.

«Yon can’t do it this time,” he
said to Randolph “You mustn’t
go ahead with your march.”

The adroit lalor leader was
forcerd to tell the President that the
march would most certainly take
plece unless smnething was done to
prevent if, something that would
meen justise for Negrues.  After
¢ nsirderable thought, the President
agreed to act, and he kept his
promise, writing Executive Order
8802, which abolished discrimina-
tion beeause of “race, creed, color,
or national origin’’ mn both industry
and the federal government.

Order 8302, issued on June, 25,
1941, was the crowning achievement
of the March-On-Washington Move-
ment, and when Randolph and his
associates were informed of it, they
agreed to call off the March

GLOBAL WAR

From the moment when, on
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that grim December 7, the news
flashed over the United States that
the Navy had been bombed at
Pearl Harbor, Mrs. Bethune
rededicated herself to humanity and
couniry , her long workday was
increased, her travels intensified, her
concern for hor school deepencd.

Bethune-Cookman, hike all the

other Negro colleges, was full
of young people eager to join
up: in the Armed Services, in

industry, in civilban responsibilities.
She intended to do all she could to
open opportunities for them, and
her strategic position in the N.Y.A,,
keeping ler in touch with Negro
youth all over the country as well
as with the government, made 1t
possibie for Lier to do a great deal.

The shock of Pearl Harbor,
followed by the talk that America
wss going to war to end totalitar-
anism and oppression in other
lands, awakened the nationzl con-
science to the state of affairs at
home. The kind of discrimination
that was being practiced against the
Negro was creating a divided and
weakenrd couniry, and a weakened
democrecy might not be able to
win a war against such great powers
as Germany and Japan. Even the
bigots were reached by this logie.

Alert Negro levders read the
tomper of the times They had
been keeping alive the March-On-
Washington Movement membership
with meetings and tolerance cam
paigns, and they were ready to act
when the time was right. If Ameriea
was willing at last to extend a
helping hand to her minorities,
they were ready to reaffirm their
loyalty to America and challenge
her to give them, in return, union
membership, & chance to serve in
the Army and Navy, jobs in war
plants.

Mrs Bethune was past retire-
nent age and only five feet six
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inches high, but on the speaker’s
platform the loomed tall and strong
and had the power {o impart that
strength to others, making them
rire out of their scats and cheer
until the rafters rang.

She wont from meeting to mcet-
ing —Washington,  Chicago, San
Francisco, Cincinnati—to Nashville,
Tennessee, in April 1942 to receive
the Thomas Jefferson Award, a gold
medal presented by the Southern
Conference for Human Welfare, for
“outstanding service in the field of
human welfare in line with the
philosophy of Thomas Jefferson

Her doctors warned her to slow
down. Her asthma attacks were
becoming more severe, sometimes
lasting as long as two hours, leaving
her prostrate and exhausted. She
always promised to obey, then forgot
the promise as quickly as .t was
made. So many necded her !

Wherever she traveled, cven in
the South, she saw taboos crambling
away in total mobilization, because
they had become more inconvenient
to the white man than to the color-
ed  Often she herself broke tabuos
deliberately when she thought it
neoessary, because the ycars had
brought her privilege. and she enuid
walk in and sit down where no
Negro hod sat before. She broke some
segregation laws because she didn’t
have time to worry about thom,

Once she was silting in the
airport of Atlanta, Georgia, chatting
with a white soldier to pass the
time, when an Atlanta policeman
came up and said, “You can’t sit
here.”

She replied, “I am quite all
right, thank ‘you.”

The young white soldier snapped
at the policeman, ¢Let this woman
alone. This is the sort of thing we
are fighting for, and this woman
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is fighting with us for that end.”

She thanked God she had becn
tllowed to live long cnough to hear
those words.

The spring efter  Pearl Herbor,
Congress passed a bill creating the
Women’s Army Corps, and two
days later it was announced that
Mrs. Oveta Culp Hobby of Texas
had been appointed dircctor. The
representatives of soveral Negro
groups and lobbies in Waskington
objected strenuc usly to her appomt-
ment, fearing that, since she was a
Svutherner, Negro women who
wished to enlist would not reecive
fair treatment The XNational
Council of Negro Women ssked the
Secretary of War to appomt Mre
Mary McLeod Bethune as Assistant
Director of the WAAC, later Lnown
as the WAC.

Oveta Culp Hobhy, wife of a
former governor of Texes, ond
Exceutive Vice President of the
Houston Post, belonged to the new
South, the younger generation that
wanted to see an end to the old
divisions, and she gonerously accept-
ed Mrs. Bethune when ghe was
loaned by the NY.A. to be a
Spevial Assistant to the Secretary
of War, to axd 1n the selection of
Negro WAC officer candidates.

Ambitious as both Mrs Hobhy
and Mrs Bethune were, they had
to face the fact that the WAC was
part and parcel of tho United
States Army, and, in {he Army,
sogrogation was the order of the
day. They had to accept the idea
of separate units and do everything
possible to sce that Negroes received
the same treatment as whites.

Mrs. Bethune was really in on
the ground floor when she went
to Fort Des Moines to consult with
Licutenant Colonol Hobby in sclect-
ing the first officor candidates. Her
influence recached far beyond the
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bounds of the Women’s Army
Corps. When she saw a situation
she didn’s like, she spoke up ; and
when she spoke, sho was heard n
high places. If she saw a Negro
youth leing diseriminated against
m war industries, or denied equal
and adequate training in schools,
Ler complaints were carried by the
leacing newspapers.

Through the darkness of the
war yeais she could see a persis-
tent ray of light. She knew that
the concerted effort of vasy numbers
of the new gencration, hoth Negro
and white, was bearing rich fruit
when the US. Navy announced
that it would accept Negro enlist-
ments in categories other than mess
attendnts. Another two years of
agitation, and Negro women were

admitied to the WAVES and
SPARS.
The war ycars transported

hundreds of thousonds all over the
United States who had never travel-
cd more than a few miles in their
Itves  Northerners were sent mto
the South to wmilitary camps or -
dustries , Southerners went north

Americans were given a chance to
hecome acquainted with one another,
and a new understanding was born,
not of despair but of knowledge.
Twentieth-century Amerieca  had
neither the time nor the patience
for eightoenth-century customs.

No one will ever really know
how much Mrs Bethune did for
the war cffort, because her contri-
bution cannot be measured. It
reached far back into tho N Y A,
vears, when her remarkable fore-
sight built equpment and trained
personnel needs during the war.
At hor insistence, an N Y.A. lll'l.lt
at Crispus Attucks High Sehool in
Indianapolis had installed « casting
and forging unit and a machine-
tool and foundry unit. Young
men tramed at that 1vvchinery
stepped into essentinl Jobs wilh: the
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Link Belt Company, to make treads
for tanks. The Higgins Industries
drew N.Y.A -trained craftsmen from
Xavier University in New Orleans,
to produce PT Dboats. There wore
similar mstances in South Charles-
ton, West Virginia, with radio-

electrical workers ; Jacksonwville,
Florida ; Houston and  Dallas,
Texas

She worked on a special commit-
tee with Walter White and Chan-
ning Tobias to help in setiing up
hospitals, and they succeeded 1in
preventing segregated hospitals in
New York City and Chicago Gen-
eral George C Marshall sent her on
a special inspection tour of the
general hospitals to cheu: on
morale, attitude, and conditions.

Beloved, respeeted, and honored,
Negro and white ahke scemed to
compete with one another to do
her honor with radio appearances,
banquets, testimonials, and medals
The summer of 1945 found her at
McDill Field in  Florida on the
reviewing stand with Colonel R J
Burt, Commanding Officer of the
Engineering Aviation Unit Train-
ing Center, while the parade held
in her honor by men of the
EAUTC passed inreview. She
was dinner guest at the mess hall
of the squadron afterwerd, where
the men presented her with a huge
bouquet of flowers.

WORKING FOR WORLD PEACE

Long before the end of the war,
international leadors began to lay
the groundwork for peace.

By the spring of 1945 General
MacArthur’s troops had recaptured
the Philippines, Allied victory on
the continent of Europe was not
far off, and plans for a conference
of forty-six (ullimatcly fifty) nations
to draw up a permanent charter
for the United Nations were well
under way. This conference was
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1o be licld in San Francisco.

To allow for the participation
of as many people as possible in ¢
conference that was to write a pla
affesting all the peoples of ih
world, a host of consultants an¢
acdvisers was invited to assisi cacl
delegation, and while the delogate
ihemselves would make the fina
decisions they had the benefit o
specinlized advice from every leve
of interest  Forty-two organiza
t.ons were invited to send consul
tants to the American declegation
Labor, agriculture, industry, cdu
cational and religious groups wer
represented  Walter White ropre
sented the NAACP, with Mrs
Bethune as alternato

Mrs. Bethune wos still ver
much driven by her responsibilitie.
m the war effort and hampered b;
her asthma. After heermng of he
appointment to the San Francisec
Conference and obtaining permis
swon 10 have Dr  Ferehoe make the
trip with her so that her asthm:
attacks would not impede her work
she hurried to Texas to speak a
Wileyv and Bishop College i1
Marshall, Sam Houston College &2
Austin, and a mass meeting i1
Dallas  Dr. James Lowell Hall
#u asthma specialint, at that time
supesintendent of TFrecdmen’s Hos

pital in Washington, DOC, ac
companied hcr to Texas, sithing i1

the audience whenever she spoke
so that he could signal her to stoy
speaking at the end of twent;
minutes.

At the home of a friend i
Dallas she heard the news of Presi
dont Roosevelt’s death. When she
was able to collect herself, she sen
an oloquent telegram to Mrs
Roosevelt and boarded a plane fo

‘ashington, discovering at tlu
end of the dreary flight that the
President’s body would be brough
to Washinglon the next day anc
that she was fo appear on a nation
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wide memorial radio program to
speak for minority groups.

The funeral servives were held
in the Easi Room of the White
House. On one side Mrs. Roosevelt
and her family sat i the gold-
brocaded chairs of honor, the new
President, Harry 8§ Truman, and
his family, Foreign Minister Anthony

Eden and other diplomats, re-
presentatives and  delegations,
and among them Mary McLeod
Bethune

Still grief-stricken, the eyes of
the world turned upon California
dess than two wecks later, on
April 25, 1943, to wateh with hope
and prayer as four hundred dele-
pgates and some £fteen hundred
consultants, secretaries, bodyguards,
reporiers, and observers gatherod
in the San Francisco Opera House,
to write the charter for the United
Nations Organization

When Mary MoLeod Bethune
went to San Francisco, she was
taking her rightful placc among
the outstanding personalities of the
world  She was espesially interest-
ed in the scctions working on
human rights and on the trustee-
ships to be established over colo-
nies that had been formerly owned
by the Axais powers Her great
value lay, not in any profound or
extensive knowledge, but in ler
expertness in geting on with
people. She was a speaker who
always had her audience with her,
a suave diplomat, a prodigious
writer of letters, who was actually
meeting with a host of friends
when she went to San Francisco
Her contacts had already been
made with the Far Eastern and
Middle Eastern peoples; her
files were full of letters from Burma,
India, Syria, Indonesia, the Philip-
pines, Ceylon, the Caribbean.

DuBois,
for

the
the

Mr.
third

White, Dr
representative
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N.A.AC.P, and Mrs. Bethune wens
to the West Coast with high hopes
for a World Bill of Rights.

Their influence was both felt
and respected They sat in con-
ference after conference, helping to
write, rewrite, and revise each sen-
tence and paragraph of the charter.
They met with the press and with
Negro groups that came to the
ety to be in closer touch with
those who were working on the
inside

Mrs Bethune did not remain
for the final session  When she
had done as much as she could,
she left one of her alternates in her
geat and returned East

Tired and ill, she leaned heavily
on Dr. Ferchee's arm as they
mounted the steps of the Council
House on Vermont Aveonue IHer
face was lighted by a smile and her
eyces glistened with happiness as s
result of all she had done and wit-
nessed  She knew the trend of the
times was at last toward racial

equality. Soon there would be an
end to scparate entrances and
knocking on back doors Three

years later hor optimism was still
further vindicated when the United
Nations General Assembly issued
its Umversal Declaration of Human
Rights

TODAY IN A WHITE MAN’S
WORLD

Mrs Bethune has watched the
parade of history pass by since Re-
construction days. She has scen the
American Negro make startling and
heroie progress in the face of every
disadvantage, emcrging as an indi-
vidual of eculture, dignity, and
talent. She and other Negro leaders
of today hope that another fifty
years will bring him a greater parti-
cipation m his own government,
oqual opportunity to enter the best
universities, professious, and trades,
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and completedis appearance of segre-
gation in work, school, ¢hurch, and
community.

Today in the white man’s world
Mrs Bethune has, as an indivi-
dual, completely broken through the
barmers of race, and her associates
of every description find it difficult
to remember what color she is.

The touch of her hand will be
forever on the community of Day-
tona, where she has reclaimed both
land and souls. West of B-C' cam-
pus, rows of attractive, low-priced
houses have replaced the unhealthy
-shanties of a few years ago This
is Pinchaven, another of DIMrs.
Bethune's achievements. 1a the
1930’s, when the Works Progress
Administration was disiributing
funds for slum-clearence programs,
she thought immediately of Cvlored
Town, conferred with housing offi-
cials in other cities, thea hurried
back to Daytona to call a huge mass
meeting. Everyono wanted slum-
clearance project, but no one knew
what to do about it until * Mother™
Bethune directed them to form a
housing authority, select an exocu-
tive secretary, and make application
to the government for funds.

In 1938 the first low-rent units
were completed, admitting only
tenants whose income wa.; less than
$3000 o years and charging $10 to
$37 monthly rent, Ina few months
the units wero fillod with familios
who had never befors in their lives
enjoyed electric lights or flush
toilets. Sixty-six more units wont
up a year later, and there are
others under construction.

That accomplished, Mrs. Be-
thune turned her attention to the
fact that Negroes of Daytona did
not have any beach. Some Negro
children grew up without ever hav-
ing seen the ocean. Approaching
two or threo of her influential and
sympathetic white friends, she per-
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suaded them to acquire two and a
half miles of ocean front, which is
now being developed as a resort
section for Negroes, with summer
coitages bathing pavilioas, and
hotels —the Volusia Beach Project

The indomitable Mrs Bethune
never remained at the Council
House for long at a time * tno many
commitments in one state or an-
other. The State Teachers A<soca-
t:on invited her to address one of its
mectings in Columbiz,  South
Carolina, at the city Auditorium ;
and South Carolina’s favorite and
most outstanding daughter drew
hundreds b-sides the Association,
members  who  applauded ther
palms red for Mary Jane McLood.
With her on the platform were
promunent leadeis of both races,
among them o slim, white-haired
lady who came forward when Mrs
Bethune had finished speaking and
threw her arms around her and
kissed her. She was Miss Essic
Wilson, daughter of the man who
had owned Mrs. Bethune’s mother

In February 1949, Mrs. Bethune
went to Winter Park, Florida to
receive the bonorary degree of
Doctor of Humanities from Rollins
College, having already becen
granted honorary degrees by mnine
other colleges

«Please resi, a little ; be more
cautious,” her doctors pleaded,
knowing full well they were talking
to the west wind, because she had
just been invited to spend ten days
m  Haiti as a guest of the
government

«“Queen Mary”’ Bethune stcpped
from a Pan American clipper at
Port-au-Prince, the Haitian capital,
on July 12, 1949, to plunge into &
schedule of conferences, tours, re-
ception, dinners, and homage
Prosident and Mme. Dumarsais
Estimo held 2 full-dress receptiun
for her at the National Palace ; the
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Minister of Foreign Affairs did the
same ; the American Embassy gave
a luncheon. She went into the
rural areas on an escorted tour of
schools, farms, orphanages, and
baby clinies, and the ecrowning
event of her visit was receiving
Haiti’s highest award, the gold
Medal of Homnor and Merit, with
its blue center and white enameled
Cross

In the autumn she stepped
down as president of the National
Council of Negro Women, handing
the gavel she herself had created
and held for so many jears to Dr.
Dorothy Boulding Ferchee, 1 a
gathering of bruliant, first-magni.
tude personalities. The fourteenth
annual convention of the National
Couneil —its theme, *“Wotld (itizen-
ship through Human Understand.
ing”—lasted for three days in
November 1949, and ended m a
gala meeting in the auditorium of
the Labor  Department  in
Washington Mrs. Bethune ealled
it “International Night” to com-
memorate the fourth anniversary
of the foundmmg of the United
Nations.

The entire two front rows were
filled with members of various
embassies. President Harry S.
Truman, whose schedule usually
allows him to make only a late
arrival and an early departure,
arrived at eight-thirty and remain-
ed through the entire affur On
the speakers’ platform with Mrs.
Bethune and the President were
Dr. Ralph Bunche, Maurice J.
Tobin, Secretary of Labor, Aubrey
Willlams, and other notables

Dressed in a long black velvet
gown, her snow-white hair glisten-
ing under the intense television
lights, the Haitian eross suspended
around her neck, white gardenias
on her shoulder, her program
broadcast to the world over the
»Voice of America.” Mary MeLeod
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Bethune had truly reached her
zonith on this night as she presided.

Her theme when she addressed
the audience was tho Universal
Declaration of Human Rights
evolved by the United Nations.
“Let us not be too impationt at the
seemingly slow progre-s we are now
making toward the goal of world
peace,” she cautioned her illustrious
listeners

On her seventy-fifth birthday,
telegrams and letters of congratula-
tions flooded in from publishers,
legislators, Supreme Court justices,
churchmen, scientists, labor leaders,
businessmen, humble ficld hands—
all begging to be counted.

The folloning year she was
vlected prosident of ihe Central
Life Insuranve Company in Tampa.

She sits in the councils of the
great, and she 1s mother to the
lowly, for she has never lost her
touch with the common people,
When she returned to Mayesvillo,
South Carolina, for a visit in 1950,
she was as muech at home in the
share-eropper cabins as she is in the
White House.

She walked along the dirt
road she had covered so often on her
way tu school and looked across the
fields where she had once picked
two hundred fifty pounds of cotton
a day. The McLeod cabin was gone,
and the only monument that
maiked 1ts place was a solitary fig
trec. She made o pilgrimage to
the school that Miss Wilson had
created and found it in a woeful
state of disrepair. After more then
sixty years, it was still the only
school open to the Negro children
of Mayesville.

She shook her aged head There
was so much yet to be df)r.)e!
Unequal educational opportunities,
madequate housing, poverty !
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The white mansions of the
cistwhile slave owners were gone ;
their whole era had passed. How
she had once been held in awe by
the huge, two-story-high pillars of
the old Wilson estate ! When she
remembered the childhood episode
in the play-house of the Wilson
~rendchildren, she knew that deep
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down in her secret hearl there
remans a lingering prayer : that
the day may come when no child
anywhere in the world will have to
flinch under the stinging words,

«Put down that book. You
can’t read 1”7




