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CHAPTER 1
CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH
1858-1879

EmMeLiNE GouLpeN was born in Manchester on
July 14th, 1858. * She should have been a lad! ™ her
fad!:r said; it was his highest expression of regard,
but she heard him with rebellion in her heart. She
knew herself more eager, stronger, than her brothers;
why should some barrier, not of her blood or spirit, be
erected against her, whilst they were free?

Precocious in development, she was sct by her father
to read the newspaper while he breakfasted, at an
almost incredibly carly age. Her brothers called her
“the dictionary” for her faultless spelling. She
learnt the piano with equal facility, as a tiny child
glaying at sight; but she never would practise,

ankly declaring herself “not musical.” She read
omnivorously everything she could lay hands on.
Bunyan’s Prlgrim’s Progress and Holy War, and
especially Carlyle’s French Revolution, stood out as
most vividly remembered in after years; the last, she
insisted, had influenced her whole life. Her young
mind was carly disposed to rebellion and reform b
the stories of her paternal grandfather, who as a yout
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1858-72] THE LIFE OF EMMELINE PANKHURST

had been kidnapped by the “ Press Gang ” for service
in the Navy abroad, and returning after long years,
could discover no trace of his family or friends. He
had narrowly escaped with his life when the people
were charged by the military in the historic franchise
demonstration of “ Peterloo” on St. Peter’s Ficlds,
Manchester, in 1819. Her grandmother had been an
carly member of Cobden’s famous “ National Anti-
Corn Law League,” and her poignant tales of the
“ Hungry ’Forties ” stirred Emmeline’s heart.

Her father, Robert Goulden, gained public applause
as the foremost amateur actor in theatreloving Man-
chester, at a tme when the Athenzum Dramatic
Society, which he led, was a name to conjure with in
the city. He had begun life as an errand-boy for one
of Manchester’s largest cotton houses, and rose steadily
to a junior partnership. He married Jane Quine, the
beauty of Douglas, the tiny capital of the Isle of
Man, only daughter of a Manx farmer, He
presently accepted the offer of a man of means
without practical experience, to be partner and manag-
ing director of a new cotton printing venture at Seedley,
a still rural district on the outskirts of Salford, Man-
chester’s more squalid sister town. His family were
ensconced at Seedley Cottage, a large white house
divided from the factory only by his own fields and
gardens. His wife was in her element, her dairy
prolific, her kitchen producing enormous quantities of
pickles, jams and pies. There was much entertaining.
In the midst of this tide of activity she reared ten
children.

Holidays were spent in the Isle of Man; Goulden
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1858-72] CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH

had bought a house in Douglas Bay. The young
Gouldens had great times, rowing and swimming,
exploring the lovely lanes and glens, visiting their kind

andmother, who plied them with soda cakes, and
ﬁrcr uncle, old Robbie Crane, a great character, learned
in Manx lore. The position of the eldest sister in so
large a family was often onerous. Emmeline was
forced to mature early, leaving pranks to her youngers.

It was a time of heart-surring struggles for con-
stitutional liberty and the freedom of the human mind
and personality, at home and abroad. In all these,
Robert Goulden was on the side of liberation. He
was on the Manchester Committee to welcome Henry
Ward Beecher, one of the famous apostles of negro
emancipation. Harriet Beecher Stowe’s novel in
defence of the slaves, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, dominated
the Goulden household. The mother made it a
frequent subject of discussion and story for her
children. She was enthusiastic in fund-raising activities
to aid the newly emancipated slaves, and the little
Emmeline was given a *“lucky bag " to collect pennies
for the cause.

In the Fenian Rebellion of 1867, the Lancashire
Irish were involved. Kelly and Deasy, two of the
leaders, were arrested in Manchester. An attempt
was made to rescue them from the prison van. A
shot was fired to break the lock. Brett, the police-
man, sitting inside, was killed. Three men, Allen,
O’Brien and Larkin, ever after referred to by their
compatriots as the “ Manchester Martyrs,” were hanged
for the fatal shot. Humanitarian feeling revolted at
the execution of three men when no murder had been
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intended. The affair made a lasting impression on
the nine-year-old Emmeline; already she realized:
* Justice and judgement were often a world apart.”
She and her elder brother Walter were weekly
boarders at a little dame school. That week their
mother did not come to take them home as usual;
they would have had to pass the prison ground where
the public execution was taking place. 'When they
went by next day, Emmeline saw the breach in the
wall, made to admit the populace to see the hanging.
She never passed that wall, with the new piece bricked
in, without a shuddering thrill.

When she was about fourteen, the future militant
first attended a meeting in support of the cause she
was to make her own. Returning from school as her
mother set out to hear the famous Suffrage advocate,
Lydia Becker, she begged to be taken too, and went
with her school satchel on her back.

Manchester was then the centre of the women’s
emancipation movement. In 1866, when John Stuart
Mill presented to Parliament his historic petition for
women’s citizenship, an active Suffrage Committee
was already in being there. Among its founders were
Elizabeth Wolstenholme, Richard Marsden Pankhurst,
Jacob Bright, brother of the famous John Bright, with
his wife, Ursula.

Mill’s amendment to secure Women'’s Suffrage under
the Reform Act of 1867, by substituting the word
“person ” for the word ““ man,” had been defeated;
nevertheless, it was still hoped the principle had
slipped in, because a subsequent amendment to sub-
stitute ““ male person” for “man” had also been

10



1858472} CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH

defeated, and under the provisions of Lord Romilly’s
Act, words of the masculine gender legally indud};d
women, unless the contrary were expressly provided.
On the initiative of Dr. Pankhurst, a tremendous cam-
paign was made to get women'’s names on the Register.
In the township of Manchester 92 per cent. of the
women sent in claims, a truly remarkable manifesta-
tion! Deputations, headed by the Doctor, urged the
Overseers to admit the women’s names. In twenty-
four townships they did so, but the revising barristers
struck them off. Dr. Pankhurst then took the matter
to the Court of Common Pleas; Sir J. D. Coleridge,
Q.C., afterwards Lord Chief Justice, was briefed to
appear with him. The judges in the two test cases,
Chorlton versus Lings and Chorlton versus Kessler,
confirmed the decision of the revising barristers, on the
ground that, under the British constitution, women
were not entitled to exercise any right or privilege,
unless an Act of Parliament expressly conferred it
upon them. Only in the case of punishments and
obligations could the term “ person ” include women.
Stung by this reverse, the agitation grew. Great meet-
ings were held. The Mayor of Manchester gave the
Suffrage Society the hospitality of the Town Hall and
presided over its meetings. Dr. Pankhurst drafted a
Bill to secure votes for women on the same terms as
men; Jacob Bright introduced it. It passed the Second
Reading amid cheers, but Gladstone prevented it going
further. With such a stir, no one in Manchester could
fail to take sides on the issue. Emmeline’s parents
approved it; she heard the talk of it at an early age.
In 1872, when she was fourteen, her father took
II



18729] THE LIFE OF EMMELINE PANKHURST

her to France. It was the year after the Franco-
German war. She saw Paris scarred by siege, suffer-
ing under the German army of occupation and the
indemnity imposed by the conqueror. She conceived
a lifelong prejudice against all things German, a last-
ing enthusiasm for France. She was placed at the
Ecole Normale, in the Avenue de Neuilly. The school
was one of the pioncer institutions for the higher
education of girls,

The scholars were on vacation. Emmeline found
only one tall, fair, lovely girl, some years older than
herself, Noémie, the motherless daughter of the
famous Henri Rochefort, the Communist Marquis de
Rochefort-Lugay, who refused to bear his tide.
Narrowly respited from death as a leader of the van-
quished Paris Commune, he had been sentenced to
transportation for life to New Caledonia. The two
girls contracted what was to prove a friendship of
Lbirtz chars. Noémie was in agonized suspense for
her tather, and Emmeline, to whom adventure always
made immediate appeal, thrilled to her stories of the
Commune and his part in it, his duels, his imprison-
ments and escapes. When, after twa years, news
came that he had escaped in an open boat, and,
ficked up by an American liner, had won through to
reedom, she shared her friend’s delight to the full.

Emmeline was a little unwell; the school doctor
advised she be released from lessons, and allowed to
run about as she pleased. She took full advantage of
this freedom, accompanied by Noémie, who had no love
for study, and had been placed in the school, not for
instruction, but for refuge. The two explored Paris
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18729] CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH

very thoroughly, and Emmeline learnt to chatter in
French almost as fluently as in English, Of the boasted
scientific education provided by the school, she imbibed
little, She returned to Manchester, having learnt to
wear her hair and her clothes like a Parisian, a graceful,
clegant young lady, much more mature in appearance
than girls of her age to-day, with a slender, svelt figure,
raven black hair, an olive skin with a slight flush of
red in the cheeks, delicately pencilled black eyebrows,
beautiful expressive eyes of an usually deep violet blue,
above all a magnificent carriage and a voice of remark-
able melody. More than ever she was the foremost
among her brothers and sisters. Mary, her favourite,
next in age to her, painted flowers and recited poetry,
ambitious to be an actress. Emmeline had no such
talents, but she had definite opinions on many things,
and could talk well with anyone. Friends of her
brothers made her feel their admiration, but to her
they seemed only insignificant good fellows. She was
romantic, believed in constancy, held flirtation degrad-
ing, would only give hersclf to an important man.
Despite her great confidence in other respects, she was
overpoweringly diffident and shy of any sort of
emotional or artistic expression. At a schoo! perform-
ance she had to play a few bars alone on the piano,
but her hands were paralysed by nervousness; her
teacher leant over and played the notes across her
shoulders,  Yet when a lighted lamp, which hung
from the ceiling, was detached from its socket by an
accidental thrust, and would have fallen among the
schoolgirls at play, it was Emmeline who had the
agility and presence of mind to spring forward and

13
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catch it between her hands. Shy as she was, she felt
within her an urge to do and to be something in the
world, to play a part in the whirl of adventurous social
life and social change. She pined to return to Paris,
and when, in the following year, Mary was sent to the
Ecole Normale in her turn, Emmeline secured per-
mission to accompany her.

Mary’s special school friend was the daughter of
Albert Brisbane, the American pioneer Socialist, whose
views the Goulden sisters ardently espoused.

Emmeline was reluctant to return to Seedley.
Noémie had married a young Swiss artist striving to
make his way. Already shc had a baby daughter.
How dclightfyul, she urged, if Emmcline too would
marry and settle near her. In Paris, wife to some able
man, she would find a ficld for her gifts as hostess
influencing a brilliant circle. The project made instant
appeal to Emmeline; it was typical of the period that
a husband seemed her door of opportunity! Noémie
lost no time in bringing forwarcf a suitor, a literary
man already of some distinction; he was anxious to

the charming English girl, provided a suitable
dowry could be arranged. Her father, however,
stormed; he would not give his daughter to any man
who wanted her for money! The dowry denied, the
suitor withdrew. Furious at his desertion, Emmeline
was yet more angry with her father, considering it un-
fair and unworthy of him to refusec her a g)rtunc.
Ever after, she remained a passionate advocate of the
French “dot,” hotly enlarging on the paramount im-
portance to a married woman of possessing her own
means. Twenty years later, on a visit to Noémie in

14



1872-9] CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH

Switzerland, she met again her old suitor, now middle-
aged and corpulcnt, thought him * a dreadful creature,”
heard a gossip’s rumour that he was cruel to his wife;
but this was unforeseen.

Recalled at once to Manchester, she returned in high
dudgeon. Mary also was discontented. Her plea
that she might become an actress sternly refused, she
conccntratcc% on her painting; but when she got some
of her work displayed for sale in a local shop, her
father declared she would “ruin” him. If people
guessed his daughter had so demeaned herself, they
would say he was short of money; a disastrous rumour
to circulate about a business man! Whilst their brothers
were being prepared for the family business, or some
other, the girls were expected to stay at home, dusting
the drawing-room and arranging flowers. Their
mother, anxious for her tall, handsome sons, whom she
feared might marry imprudently, urged her impatient
daughters to ‘ make home attractive™ for their
brothers. Her injunction: “ You should bring your
brothers’ slippers! ” rouscd the retort that if she were
in favour of ** women's rights,” she did not show it at
home! The girls were perpetually in conflict with
her ideas, complained of her notions of discipline.
Sent to buy Christmas books for the younger children,
Emmeline discovered Lewis Carroll’s Alice in Wonder-
land, and returned with it in glee; she was ordered to
take it back to the shop as mere “rubbish ! Its
satire on the current standards of child training dis-
pleased her mother as much as it delighted Emmeline.

15
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him against all critics. He discoursed to her tenderly
on exalted themes. Their marriage, in the winter of
1879, was hastened owing to the death of his parents;
so sorely he took his bereavement to heart that Emme-
line feared he would not survive till the spring.

She had entered into a companionship of great happi-
ness and vivid interest, throughout which she adored
her husband with all that ardent and impassioned
loyalty of which she was capable, whilst he remained
the most tender and affectionate of lovers. She begged
his aid in her self-education; he zealously made out for
her a programme, but she was temperamentally unable
to devote herself to study; her desire was for action.

-When the daily round of events failed to provide adven-

ture, she turned to fiction to supply it. ~ All her life she
was a copious novel reader, skimming swiftly through
to gouge out what intcrested her, dealing with tic
newspapers in the same fashion. She soon had insistent
occupation. She was co-opted to the Married Women’s
Property Act Committee, then in its final struggle to
secure the Act of 1882. Four children were born to
her within five years; the first, Christabel Harriette, in
September 1880; mysclf, Estelle Sylvia, in May 1882;
Henry Francis Robert, in February 1884, and Adela
Constantia Mary, in Junc 1885. The last baby she felt
was all too much, for her health was considerably over-

Doctor was gencrally admired for his eloquence and learning, and
on great civic occasions, or when distinguished people visited the
city, his oratory was always called for. In the principal centres of
Manchester’s social lifS the Brazenose and the Arts Clubs, the
Literary and Philosophic Society, and the Law Students’ Society, he
was an acknowledged leader. The newspapers were accustomed to
refer to him with affectionate familiarity as * our learned Doctor.”

18
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taxed, She suffered intensely from neuralgia and from
a form of dyspepsia, inherited from her mother. She
was often prostrated by overwhelming headache and
bodily illness. Patiently ministering to her was a faith-
ful little Welsh woman, Susannah Jones, engaged as
nurse to the first two infants, who remained till she
married twelve years later.  Mrs. Pankhurst had always
the gift of inspiring devoted service. To Susannah she
soon passed the spending of the weekly housekeeping
allowance, because the maid could stretch it farther
than her mistress, who was apt to spend too much on
the bonbons and to discover she had nothing left for
the muttons.

The war controversy had strained the Liberal Party
to the breaking-point. The Radicals broke out to
inaugurate a new reform movement, of which her
husband was inevitably a leader. Already, in 1878,
he had published his view of the next steps for
Liberalism. In 1883, he resigned from the Liberal
Association and announced his intention of advocat-
ing this programme as an independent Parliamentary
candidate at the next General Election. Within two
months, a by-election occurred in Manchester. The
Liberal Association refused to contest the seat. Dr.
Pankhurst stepped into the breach, making the steep
road harder for himself by announcing his intention
to abide by the new Corrupt Practices Act, not yet
in force, which forbade hired cabs and canvassers.
His opponent did not follow this self-denying ordin-
ance, and spent £5,559 on the election, the Doctor

only f451.
Dr. Pankhurst’s election address was probably the

19



1883] THE LIFE OF EMMELINE PANKHURST

most challenging ever offered to a British constitu-
ency; it included removal from the British constitu-
tion of “all non-representative elements,” a proviso
covering the abolition of the Monarchy and the House
of Lords, Adult Suffrage for both sexes, indemnity
on equal terms both of Members of Parliament and
Ministers of State for loss of time in the public
service, the disestablishment and disendowment of
the Church and removal of religious privileges and
disabilities, free compulsory secular education, national-
ization of the land, transfer from the executive to the
legislature of the power to make peace and war and
to conclude treaties, an international tribunal, sub-
mission to which would at first be voluntary, the
“United States of Europe ” leading to “an Inter-
national Commonwealth,” drastic naval and military
reductions, and finally Home Rule for Ireland, for
whigh no English candidate had yet dared to take a
stand.

Labouchere and Michael Davitt, the Irish leader,
gave him their support. The candidature aroused a
storm of interest throughout the country, but the
exccutive of the Manchester Liberal Association and
the two Liberal newspapers of the city, dominated
by the lately defeated Imperialists, instructed their
followers not to vote for the Doctor, on the ground that
his candidature was subversive of Liberal discipline.
Emmeline and her family were ardent for her husband;
her father was his clection agent. Impulsively she
appealed for support to Lydia Becker, the stern,
impassive secretary of the Suffrage Society, only to be
met with a cold rebuff. The result of the poll, 6,000

20
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for Dr. Pankhurst, 18,000 for his opponent, shocked
the young wife. Political animosities, emboldened by
the defeat, visited on her father a commercial boycott.
From the distress of it his health failed; financial
difficulties grew up from which he never recovered.
Her husband lost many professional clients. ‘Then,
alas, she had differences with her father, who would
not accept the Socialist creed she eagerly imbibed
from her husband. She longed to get away from
Manchester.

In the General Election of 1885, the Doctor accepted
an invitation from the local Liberal and Radical
Association to contest Rotherhithe.  His Conservative
opponents sought to impugn the Doctor’s reputation.
A Conservative brewer, who was financially in low
water, delivered, by arrangement, a speech falsely
charging the Doctor with certain crudely absurd expres-
sions against accepted religious belief. The slander,
uttered at a mecting in support of A. J. Balfour in
Manchester, was immediately advertised in Rotherhithe;
it produced a stampede amongst a section of the elector-
ate, the religious controversy being then particularly
acerbated, for it was in the height of Bradlaugh’s
historic struggle. Still more disastrous was Parnell’s
decision to cast the Irish vote against all Liberal can-
didates, to destroy Gladstone’s majority, and force him
to abandon coercion and capitulate to Home Rule.
The Doctor was out by 2,800 votes to 3,327.

Agonized by a second defeat, Mrs. Pankhurst
inveighed against the Irish, but her husband refused
to take umbrage, declaring Parnell’s policy politically
sound. He took action against the authors of the
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slander. The case was tried by Justice Grantham, a
Conservative Parliamentary candidate in the same
General Election, and just elevated to the Bench by
the shortlived Conservative Government. After a
bitter attack on the Doctor, the Judge refused to submit
the case to the Jury. Mrs. Pankhurst, fiercely protest-
ing: “ I want to go to prison for contempt of Court] ”
wrote him:

“ May 14th, 1886.
“ My Lorp,—~Your judgement of Wednesday, and
your summing-up to the Jury to-day, are the con-
cluding acts of a conspiracy to crush the public life
of an honourable public man. It is to be regretted
that there should be found on the English Bench
a judge who will lend his aid to a disreputable
section of the Tory Party in doing their dirty work;
but for what other reason were you ever placed
where you are?

“1 have, my Lord, the honour to be,
“ Your obedient servant,
* EMMELINE PANKHURST.”

The Doctor appealed, and finally got a verdict, but
the damages were not adequate to tgc great expendi-
ture. From his abundant kindness, he agreed to accept
a mere forty shillings.

Mrs. Pankhurst, eager for financial independence,
determined to be « shopkeeper, dreaming in her ardent
fashion that she would emancipate her husband from
professional work to concentrate on politics. In a part
of the Hampstead Road, which at that time was mainly

22
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a market for low-priced food-stuffs, she and her sistes,
Mary, opened shop as Emerson & Co., with a miscel-
laneous array of fancy goods, in which great place was

iven to milking-stools and photo-frames, coloured by

erself in so-called “art enamel,” and decorated by
her sister’s flower painting. It was all wholly unsuited
to the neighbourhood; though the young shopkeepers
many times sought to adjust their iJ;als to the custom,
they never touched bedrock.

The Doctor had chambers in London, but his work
obliged him frequently to be in Manchester. Mrs.
Pankhurst occasionally accompanied him. During her
absence, their four-year-old son, Frank, was suddenly
taken ill. His mother returned to find his condition
critical. Diphtheria was mistakenly diagnosed as croup,
and the child died without the appropriate treatment
having been applied. A dangerous condition of the
drainage was subsequently discovered. Her loss roused
in Mrs. Pankhurst a bitter revolt against poverty and
its hardships. Had she not chosen that dismal neigh-
bourhood, she told herself, her boy would not have
been lost; the doctors would have treated him very
differently had she gone to them, not as a little shop-
keeper, but as the wife of a distinguished lawyer.

The children were hurried away from the house
of pestilence; the premiscs advertised to let. Spurn-
ing her small beginning, feverishly secking forgetful-
ness in a new venture, she opencd another shop on
much more ambitious lines, in Berners Street, off
Oxford Street. New ideas in house decoration were
afloat; she jumped into the current, buying old Persian
plates, oriental brasses and embroideries from the City

23



1889] THE LIFE OF EMMELINE PANKHURST

importers and cretonnes in the School of William
Morris, getting a small carpenter to make, to her own
instructions, the white painted furniture with fretwork
excrescences, which then had a furious rage. A rush
of custom aroused in her breast high currents of elation.
She rented a big house, 8 Russell Square, and equipped
it from the stock of Emerson’s. The two great
inter-communicating drawing-rooms were soon a centre
of meetings and conferences for advanced causes.
Radicals, Socialists, Fabians and Agnostics gathered
there, free-thinkers and libertarians of every school and
country. Her maternal grief was assuaged by the birth
of another son; she was the political hostess of her
youthful dream.

She took part in the match girls’ strike with Annie
Besant, and deplored her subsequent desertion of Free
Thought and Socialism for Theosophy. Supporting
the “ New Trade Unionism,” Mrs. Pankhurst and the
Doctor were at the Trafalgar Square meeting on the
socalled “ Bloody Sunday,” November 13th, 1889,
when the mounted police charged the crowd and
Edward Linnell was trampled to death. He was one
of the founders of the “Law and Liberty League,”
formed to protest against the action of the authorities,
and to defend John Burns, who was imprisoned as a
result of the affray.

24



CHAPTER 1II

DEFENCE OF THE MARRIED WOMAN

1870-1804

THE cause of Women's Suffrage had fallen on evil days.
From first to last, its opponents were mainly the pro-
fessional Party politicians who objected to the penetra-
tion of women 1nto their particular sphere, the brewin

interests, the wealthy unoccupied * men about town,”
and the naval and military officer class, all of whom
feared that, as the early feminists predicted, the en-
franchisement of women would really introduce a new
era in politics; that they would enforce drastic social
reforms, interfere with the liberties and pleasures of
men by extreme temperance legislation and severe
punishment of sexual offences, place the interests of

ace before those of trade and Empire.

The Bill, blocked by Gladstone’s opposition in 1870,
had been obstructed or voted down by Government
orders ever since. Lydia Becker, who once protested
to Mrs. Pankhurst: “ Married women have all the

lums of life! ’, had split the Suffrage mavement; she
ad handed Dr. Pankhurst’s Bill to a Conservative,
named Forsyth, and with him added a clause excluding
married»omen, in the objectionable phrase : ** provided
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1870-88] THE LIFE OF EMMELINE PANKHURST

that nothing in this Act contained shall enable women
under coverture to be registered or to vote.” Coverture
simply meant that a married woman, bcin% regarded
as under her husband’s authority, had no legal exist-
ence; her property and earnings automatically passed to
him; she could not enter into any sort of contract, or
sue or be sued in a court of law. The addition of the
coverture clause seemed akin to treachery, the more so
as the Married Women'’s Property Act of 1870, which
ﬁ:vc married women é)ossession of their own earnings,

d partially destroyed coverture. Their right to vote
in municipal elections was even then being contested,
and an adverse judicial decision, based on the conten-
tion that coverturc debarred them, had been recorded
in the case of Regina versus Harald. Lydia Becker,
using the timid and half-hearted to defeat the pioneers
who had initiated the movement before she entered it,
secared a majority for her policy in the Suffrage
Societies. Fervent in defence of the married woman,
Dr. and Mrs. Pankhurst, the Elmys and the Jacob
Brights, went on apart to secure the Married Women'’s
Property Act of 1882, the right of mothers to the
custody and guardianship of their children under the
Infants Act of 1886 and other reforms.

Meanwhile, the Suffrage cause languished. Hope
was renewed with the so-called Country Franchise Bill
of 1884, but Gladstone’s threat to abandon the whole
measure if the Women’s Amendment were carried,
caused its defeat; o4 pledged supporters turned tail,
including the husband of Mrs. Fawcett. The move-
ment for women’s citizenship had waxed with the
great franchise agitations of the cighteen-sixties and
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cighteen-cighties. When the hopes of reformers turned
from further extensions of the franchise to the political
education of the existing electorate, the Suffrage move-
ment found itself striving against the prevailing current,
The Corrupt Practices Act, which forbade the employ-
ment of paid election canvassers, caused a demand for
the voluntary service of women,. Political leaders, who
were bitterly opposed to the Suffrage, formed women’s
auxiliaries to help their parties, which absorbed many
prominent Suffragists, whilst forbidding all mention
of votes for women, lest it embarrass Party leaders.
Mrs. Pankhurst joined the Women’s Liberal Federa-
tion, and remained for a time a stormy petrol, agitating
that it should declare for the vote.

With the Local Government Act of 1888, which
created the County Councils, came a stir of new life;
five women stood as candidates. Jane Cobden and
Lady Sandhurst were elected to the London County
Council, Miss Cons was appointed Alderman. Beres-
ford Hope, Lady Sandhurst’s defeated opponent,
successfully proceceded against her election in the Court
of Queen’s Bench. She appealed to the House of
Lords, where six judges decided that in the case of men,
the right of voting implied the right of election, but
women could exercise no right unless expressly granted.

By this time, 340 Members, an absolute majority of
the Commons, were pledged to support Women's
Suffrage. In 1880, a Bill, again containing the detested
coverture clause, was believed to have a chance of
success. 'The defenders of the married woman deter-
mined the clause must come out. At the annual
general meeting of the Central National Society for
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Women'’s Suffrage, a group of the foremost pioneers,
including Jacob Bright and Dr. Pankhurst, urged on
by their respective wives, moved Amendments and
secured overwhelming majorities against the clause,
but the executive persisted in keeping it. There
seemed no answer but secession. In July 1889, a grou
of ladies gathered at Mrs. Pankhurst’s home in Russ
Square, resolved to form the Women’s Franchise
League. Its council included the Pankhursts, the
Jacob Brights, Elizabeth Wolstenholme Elmy and her
husband, Ben Elmy, Josephine Butler, Cunninghame
Graham, William Lloyd Garrison, the apostle of negro
emancipation, Jane Cobden, Elizabeth Cady Stanton,
the American Suffrage pioneer, Lady Sandhurst, Mrs.
P. A. Taylor, who had convened the first Women's
Suffrage Committee ever formed in London, and had
been a member of the London Committee which
organized the petition presented by Mill.

The Franchise League held advanced ideas on life
in general, breaking from the cautious timidities of
Lngizn Becker, Mrs, Fawcett and their circle, into a
freer atmosphere. It adopted Dr. Pankhurst’s original
Bill, with a new clause declaring that no person should
be disqualified for election or appointment to any office
or position by reason of sex or marriage. It worked
to secure complete equality for women in divorce,
inheritance and the custody and guardianship of their
children. It readily won the sympathy of broad-
minded libertarians, to whom the freeing of the human
spirit is always more important than ephemeral political
tactics. Yet it had a difficult task.

In 1892, Sir Albert Rollit secured a place for another
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Bill to enfranchise widows and spinsters. Though
this measure also failed to pass, its promoters asserted
so insistently that it would at least gain a ““ half-loaf ”
for women, that when the platform of a St. James's
Hall meeting in support oF it was stormed by the
Franchise League demanding the inclusion of married
women, Mrs, Elmy withdrew from the secretaryship
of the Franchise League. In the emergency, Mrs.
Pankhurst rushed for the support of Mrs, Jacob Bright.
The two became joint honorary secretaries, an associa-
tion of much happiness for Mrs. Pankhurst.

Despite her husband’s ardent encouragement, she
declared herself incapable of public speaking; even to
utter: “1 second the resolution,” was a tremendous
ordeal to her. She took infinite pains for the
Franchise League functions, arranging elaborate teas,
music by celebrated artists, speeches by famous people;
Women’s Suffrage had grown dowdy and dull; it must
come forward in a new guise, surrounded by all that
was elegant and recherché. More militant than any
of their contemporaries, these gatherings frequently
ended with the resolution: ‘ This meeting resolves
itself into a lobbying committee.” Then, whilst the
majority dispersed to their homes, the zealous few
would depart in hansom cabs for the House of
Commons to interview Members of Parliament. Yet,
alas, no headway was made with the vote.

Haldane® and Grey,” then rising young politicians,

! R. B. Haldane, Q.C., afterwards Lord Haldane, War Minister in
Asquith’s Government,
*Sir Edward Grey, afterwards Lord Grey of Fallodon, and Foreign
Secretary under Asquith,
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had agreed to sponsor the original Bill, with its new
and comprehensive clause, but they took no step to
advance it. When the Franchise League ladies inter-
viewed Haldane in the Lobby of the House of Com-
mons, and urged him to bring the measure before the
House, he replied it was *“ a declaration of principle ”
which could not be enacted for fifty years. That
stirred the wrath of Mrs. Pankhurst; ever after she
regarded Haldane with the bitterest and most indig-
nant resentment.

In 1893, Dr. Pankhurst’s health began to fail. Mrs,
Pankhurst had to confess to herself that Emerson & Co.
was a costly burden which must be liquidated. The
falling in of a superior lease had necessitated removal
from Berners Strcet. Ambitiously she had selected
Regent Street, but the overhcad charges there over-
whelmed her.  The tenancy in Russell Square, the last
five years of a ninety-nine years’ lease, had come to an
end. Her husband had to pay a heavy sum for
dilapidations. The owner then had it pulled down to
make way for the Hotel Russell. This experience of
the prerogatives of the ground landlord heightened her
opﬁosition to the established order. The wearisome
task of liquidating the ventures she had started so
hopefully five years before made her ill. It was decided
to go for the winter to Southport, but so far from
benefiting by the change, she became utterly lan%ruid
and depressed. ~They moved to Disley, in the Ches hire
hills, and took rooms in a farm-house. She interested
herself in the hay-making and harvest, hired a pony,
drove her children out for long days in the country,
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blackberrying with an eager zest which outran
theirs.

Then suddenly she turned from all that—began
attending meetings and committees in Manchester,
found a house to her taste at 4 Buckingham Crescent,
Daisy Bank Road, Victoria Park, worked with her old
zest to furnish it.

The cause of the married woman was meanwhile
rising to its crisis. It was a question whether the Local
Government Act of 1894 would sweep away the legal
barrier against the votes of married women, or would
confirm it, and take from them also the franchise for
Boards of Guardians and Vestries they already
exercised.  Ursula Bright toiled steadfastly. Walter
McLaren, given charge of the Married Women’s
Amendment, enraged her by telling the House he only
wanted to preserve their vote for the Vestries and
Guardians, not to get them any new rights! The
National Union of Women’s Suﬁ);agc Societies, led by
Millicent Fawcett and Helen Blackburn, its secretary,
still worked for widows and spinsters only. Lydia
Becker had died in 1890, but her influence still held.

Emmeline Pankhurst weighed in with tremendous
energy, joined the Lancashire and Cheshire Union of
Women’s Liberal Associations, formed a joint com-
mittee of many organizations, organized a Free Trade
Hall demonstration. Ursula Bright was doubtful of
so ambitious a project, but delighted by its success.
Presently she was expostulating at the impetuosity of
the Manchester Committee, which, under the urge of
Mrs. Pankhurst, was calling on Liberal Members of
Parliament to vote down their own Government’s Bill
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should the women's-cfaiie-be defeated—a foretaste of
the militant policies to come! Kike all the Suffragists
of ber period, Ursula Bright feared to alicnate friends
by demanding anything drastic; she wrote to Mrs,
Pankhurst: “ Remembér’ shey unfortunately lose
nothing by voting against us, except their self-respect,
which is only a trifle! ” Emmeline Pankhurst was
of more impetuous temper |

Happily, the Act of 1894 went through with all
Local Government franchises secured to women,
married or unmarried, on the same terms as mmen.
The last blow at Coverture had been struck! Bills
to enfranchise widows and spinsters only were now
discarded for ever! The Women’s Franchise had
achieved its purpose. Emmeline Pankhurst rejoiced
greatly; it was the first great legislative success for
women in which she had taken a vital part.
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CHAPTER IV

SOCIALIST AND PUBLIC REPRESENTATIVE

1894-1900

Since the cighteen-seventies, when she took her
husband’s part in his discussions with her father,
Emmeline Pankhurst had counted herself a Socialist.
The Doctor and she had been early members of the
Fabian Society. They would have joined the Social
Democratic Federation, but the personality of H. M.
Hyndman and his anti-feminist attitude repelled them.,
They met Keir Hardie at the International Socialist
Congress of 1888, rejoiced at his return to Parliament
for %est Ham in 1892, and his brave stand for the un-
employed. When, in 1894, the Independent Labour
Party he had formed the previous year engaged in its
first Parliamentary contest at Attercliffe, they went
down to help. 0%]1 the people she knew in politics,
of all the men wh¥ came into Emmeline Pankhurst’s
life, the one, atter her husband, who meant most to
her was undoubtedly Keir Hardie.

Dr. Pankhurst’s adhesion to the I.L.P. aroused excite-
ment in Manchester, The Party was being assailed
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with great bitterness. The Doctor was boycotted by
old clients. He did not flinch; nay, increased his
platform activity; and at the first annual conference of
the LL.P. accepted membership of its executive. Mrs.
Pankhurst told the Manchester Labour Prophet, a little
.local Labour organ, that since she joined the Socialists
she had not reccived the customary invitations to the
Town Hall. On July 20th, 1894, she was adopted as
an LL.P. candidate for the Manchester School Board;
though not returned, she was forced to make a scrious
beginning on the platform.

The winter of 1894 was marked by a crisis of un-
employment. In those days there was no insurance, no
public relief of any sort for the so-called * able-bodied
Eoor,” save admission to the workhouse, which the

ulk of the unemployed would not accept; had they
done so, only an insignificant fraction of them could
have been housed. Under the stirring lead of Dr. and
Mrs. Pankhurst, a Committee {or the Relief of the Un-
employed was formed. Two thousand people were
fed daily in Stevenson’s Squarc, large numbers also
in Ancoats, Gorton and Openshaw.  Mrs, Pankhurst
drove out each morning collecting gifts of food from
the stallholders in Shudehiil Marfl;(et and the city
merchants, then took her place on a lorry handing out
soup and bread.  She formed a women's sub-committee
to cope with the urgent nced of the mothers and
children. These efforts were used as the basis for the
demand that Pasliament should make itself responsible
for the unemployced, and empower local authoritics to
acquire such land, machinery and materials as might
be needed to provide them with work at Trade Union
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rates. In the height of the agitation, Mrs. Pankhurst
was clected to the Chorlton Board of Guardians, head-
ing the poll in Openshaw, where distress was greatest.

hen the unemployed, led by her husband, marched
to the Chorlton Poor Law offices, she was there, on the
Board, to compel the admittance of a deputation. Its
claims were scornfully rejected in a heated scene, but
under her protests, by turns passionate and persuasive,
and the deafening roar of the indignant crowd outside,
the Guardians hastily reversed their decision, ana dis-
patched a deputation of their own to the City Council,
urging it to find immediate work for the unemployed,
and to take joint action with the Guardians in establish-
ing arrangements to prevent the recurrence of such
crises.  Her success in securing this unprecedented
action gave her an ascendancy on the Board which she
never lost.

In September 1895, she read a paper at the North
Western Poor Law Conference on “‘ the powers and
duties of Poor Law Guardians in times of exceptiopal
distress,” contending that Statutes of Elizabeth and
George III had empowered Boards of Guardians to
employ workless people in all kinds of industry and to
acquire land and material to this end. These powers
had never been withdrawn by Parliament, but had been
put out of use by the restrictive action of the Poor Law
Commissioners and their successors, the Local Govern-
ment Board. In that conference of case-hardened
administrators and cxperts, it was the first time such
proposals had been heard; yet the agitation which had
raged through the previous winter lent point and
weight to them, and her presence, unexpectedly gentle
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and persuasive, induced a respectful hearing. Sir
Walter Foster, M.P., observed that he never
listened to a more able and lucid explanation of the
problem, or one more calculated to assist in its solution.
Sir John Hibbert expressed agreement with the demand
for wider powers for Boards of Guardians.
The stir created by the paper enhanced her influence
on the Chorlton Board. The clerk, David Bloomfield,
ve her every assistance in his power. Reform of
arsh and hoary abuses was overdue. The old men
and women who had come into the workhouse to end
their days sat feebly huddled on backless forms; they
had nowhere to keep their letters and little keepsakes,
the women lacked even a single pocket in their clothes.
The children were without nightwear. Little girls of
seven and eight years, clad, winter and summer, in thin
cotton frocks with low necks and short sleeves, their
miserable little legs devoid of nether garments, were
set to scrub draughty stone corridors, as were pregnant
women until the very day of their confinement. Cor-
ruption and waste were rife. The diet was mainly of
bread, served out daily by weight, in one solid ration,
asin a prison. The majority of the inmates left a large
portion of it; immense quantities went to the swilltub.
The hospital and insane asylum were ill-managed and
understaffed. A single young probationer was nightly
stationed alone in charge of three pavilions.
Emmeline Pankhurst demanded reform with
sorrowful wrath and persuasive plea, offering a practical
solution for every difficulty. A group of supporters
gﬁdually formed around her. Lockers for their
ongings, wooden arm-ch:irs were provided for the
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old people. Dress and diet were reformed. The
brcatf:as cut and spread with margarine, made into

uddings, substituted by other foods, each inmate
gaving as much as he or she could eat. The hospital
was reorganized. Best of all, in her eyes, was the
decision, secured by her early in 1895, to remove the
children to cottage homes in the country. She was on
the building subcommittec, and expended a wealth
of energy and zeal that the homes should be well built,
both comfortable and pleasant to the eye. To achieve
all this, she had tremendous contests with the reaction-
ary rate-savers on the Board; the chief of whom was a
boot merchant named Mainwaring, who was seen to
write on the blotting-paper before him a self-caution
for the expected contest: *‘ Keep your temper! ”

She delivered long reports to her Openshaw con-
stituents, and now spoke also at big Socialist meet-
ings in Manchester and elsewhere. Her speeches
were simple and untechnical, mainly devoted to
municipal Socialism. The miseries of destitution daily
forced themselves upon her as Guardian; as Socialist
comrade she heard them from the working-class
mother’s own angle, and learnt the bitter humiliations
and inadequacies of both public and private charity.

Stronger than ever was her desire to get her husband
into Parliament because of her daily contact with social
conditions desperately calling for change. In the
General Election of 1895, he accepted the invitation of
the LL.P. to contest the Gorton Division, of which
Openshaw was a part. She was elated; her work
there would aid in winning the seat, and in Parlia-

ment he would have Keir Hardie and this hopeful
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young Party around him! Sir William Mather, the
retiring Liberal Member for Gorton, urged his
supporters to vote for Dr. Pankhurst, as a man who,
above all Party considerations, would be a notable
asset to the House of Commons. The President of the
local Liberal Association withdrew in his favour; but
the Liberal Association, unable to strike a bargain
by securing the withdrawal of an IL.P. candidate in
a neighbouring constituency, sent out its fiat against
the Doctor. In vain Mrs. Pankhurst, with tears in
ber voice, appealed at the street corners: “ You put
me at the top of the poll; will you not vote for the
man who has taught me all I know?” In vain she
dashed up to Liverpool to plead with T. P. O’Connor
for the Irish vote; he answered: “ We have nothing
but admiration for your husband, but we cannot
support the people he is mixed up with!” “ When
Keir Hardie stood up in the House of Commons for
the pe:flc with a faithful, earnest, manly appeal, he
stood alone. . . . Are you not going to send other
men to support him? > Dr. Pankhurst asked, The
voters answered: Hatch 5,865, Pankhurst 4,261; the
expenses were : Hatch £1,375, Pankhurst £342.
ext day, Mrs. Pankhurst, bravely overcoming dis-
appointment, hired a trap and drove off alone to the
Colne Valley to help the LL.P. candidate there.
Returning through Gorton after another defeat, she
was recognized and stoned by a crowd of roughs, who
had celebrated the Tory victory in free beer,
The LL.P. maintained a vigorous outdoor propa-
ganda; to check it, the Parks Committee, whose Chair-
man had been opposed by an LL.P. candidate, John
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Harker, prohibited the LL.P. meetings in Boggart Hole
Clough, an uncultivated open space. The meetin
continued despite the prohibition; Harker was fined.
Dr. Pankhurst, defending him, gave notice of appeal.
Mrs, Pankhurst and others kept up the meetings and
were proceeded against in their turn, The men were
fined, and refusing to pay, were soon in jail; the'case
against her was dismissed, though she clearly stated her
intention to repeat her offence as long as she were per-
mitted to be at large. Sunday after Sunday she took
the chair at the Clough meetings now of enormous
size, her pink straw bonnet a tiny rallying point in the
great concourse, grouped on the slopes o% that natural
amphitheatre. All her old diffidence disappeared,
her mellow, effortless tones carrying far beyond the
shouts of excited men. She challenged the Court to
imprison her, but her case was continually adjourned.
Others were procceded against; they could not be
imprisoned because she was not.

The Town Clerk, the Chairman of the Parks Com-
mittee and the Lord Mayor himself had gone to see
the meetings; they were compelled to appear, obliged
to deny the words of their own Counsel. Keir Hardie
and the best-known speakers of the LL.P. got them-
sclves arrested. Great crowds assembled outside the
Court to cheer the defence. The City Council passed
a new by-law prohibiting all meetings in the Man-
chester parks except by special authorization of the
Parks Committee, making it clear that no LL.P. meet-
ings would be sanctioned. The Home Secretary
compelled the Council to revise the by-law, and give
him an undertaking that no reasonable application
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would be refused. It was a tremendous victory for
Mrs. Pankhurst, the heroine of the struggle.

In 1896, she was over in Antwerp with her husband,
to protest against the imprisonment of Ben Tillett for
Trade Union activities. In 1897, she read a paper at
the Northern Poor Law Conference, claiming greater
powers for the Guardians to adopt neglected children.
The same year the Doctor won a resounding victory over
civic incompetence and corruption, by defeating a bad
and costly scheme to convey Manchester sewage into the
River Mersey, which the City Council had adopted,
though it had lately established its own sewage plant
at tremendous expense. Certain City Councillors
attempted to buy off his opposition by promising to
retain him as Counsel for the Corporation in the
Private Bill necessary to get the scheme through Parlia-
ment, whereby he would have made upwards of
£10,000. Such a bait never for an instant attracted
him. He compelled a town’s mecting of citizens to
decide the issue, and won a vote against the scheme.
The Council retorted by declaring a poll, but again
the scheme was voted down.

When her first-born was seventeen, Mrs. Pankhurst
arranged with her old friend, Noémie, now settled
with her husband and children in Geneva, to exchange
daughters for a year. In June 1898, she was to take
Christabel to her friends. As the Doctor set off for
his Chambers that morning of their journey, a sudden
great grief at leaving him overwhelmed her. She
caught him back from the door, throwing her arms
about him with caresses and cries of endearment,
unwonted in their passion, gripped by a sudden fear.
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Yet she brushed it away—all that was but melancholy
superstition.

Eagerly she cast off the sad preoccupations and
labours of murky Manchester, and rose with zest to
the interests of the journey, the magnificence of the
mountains, the wonder of the lake. On the jetty at
the Quai de Corsier, she was welcomed by the warm
embrace of dear Noémie, grown incredibly stout, but
amazingly handsome still. How proudly did Emme-
line display her grown-up daughter! How joyously
she reacted to the homely French ménage, where
Noémie, in her spotless white wrappers, bustled
capably, scolding her husband and children with
maternal tyranny; all tender solicitude towards the
friend of her youth. What excursions they made;
how the years fell away and left her carefree!

She was suddenly summoned by telegram: “ Please
come home; I am not well.” The Doctor himself had
sent it. She came, with the clutch of a mother’s
yearning at her breast, believing that, of his tenderness,
he had masked, in that phrase, some harm to her little
son! Ah, what a doleful journey, in breathless haste,
secking always to gain another hour.

In the train between London and Manchester, some-
one entered the compartment with an evening news-
paper. It was open before her, black-bordered. She
read the news of her husband’s death. . . . Her cry of
anguish revealed her identity to the passengers, all
moved by her great sorrow.

From the morning at ten o’clock when he died tll
the small hours of the next day, I waited her tragic
homecoming; the two younger children, one barely
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twelve, the other less than eight, had fallen asleep in
the stunning bereavement, whose full import they were
too young to realize. Her brother Herbert, who for
years had been divided from her by family jars, her
sister Mary, and the nurse, Susannah, now both married,
had come to give such consolation as they might.

A great procession representing the many good
causes to which he had given generous and able service
followed the Doctor to the grave. * Faithful and
true and my loving comrade,” Walt Whitman’s words,
she chose for his hcadstone.

Bravely she braced herself to meet the loss which
meant the tearing away of that great comradeship,
lived so high-heartedly for ninetcen years. The need
for action spurred her; she and her children would
have nothing to live on now. She resigned from the
Chorlton Guardians, resolved to open another * Emer-
son’s,” talked herself into the belief that in Manchester
it would surely pay, woefully mourned not having
opened it sooner, and thereby reduced the load on the
shoulders of him who was no more.

The materials for the hopeful project were no more
than a few dozen cushion-covers when the Chorlton
Guardians, from their great respect and sympathy,
unexpectedly offered her a registrarship of births and
deaths, which lay in their disposal. She accepted the
office, but decided to persevere with * Emerson’s,”
It would be a business for Christabel, she declared. 1
had a free studentship to the Manchester Municipal
School of Art, and presently a scholarship; but Christa-
bel, said her mother, had revealed no special bent, since
she had refused to become a dancer; for several years
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her mother’s cherished dream. In the meantime, she
was still to have her year in Switzerland. The house
in Victoria Park was now too costly. Moreover, it
was unsuitable for the registration office. We moved
to 62 Nelson Street, off the Oxford Road, a humbler
residence, yet with an air of distinction nevertheless;
Mrs, Pankhurst could not endure a commonplace house
in a row. Her brother Herbert came to share the
expense of it with her, and so ends would be made
to meet.

The registrarship brought new contacts with
despairing women; mothers of over-numerous families
coming, anxious-hearted, to record yet another mouth
to fill, deserted wives; saddest of all, the young un-
married mothers, some of them, poor children, no
more than thirteen years of age, relieved to discover
they might reveal their pitiful stories to a woman
registrar of gentle aspect. Sometimes the child’s own
father was responsible for her plight. Wrathful pity
burned within her at sight of so much wretchedness.
Already, as a Poor Law Guardian, whose duty it was
to institute proceedings against such fathers when
mothers and infants became chargeable to the rates,
it had been brought home to her that the maintenance
orders imposed by the Courts amounted to the merest
pittance, usually five shillings a weck or less, and were
frequently never paid.

! No complaint was then legally permissible by the unfortunate
mother until the payments were thirteen weeks in arrear, A man
desirous of saving himsclf against such an order bad only to get
another to state in the witness-box that he also had had sexual

relations with the girl for her claim against the child’s father to be
set aside, despite the strongest possible evidence of his paternity.
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Though in the first shock and difficulty of her

bereavement she almost withdrew from active politics,
Keir Hardie and those she knew best among the LL.P.
speakers, found open house with her still. When the
Boer War was declared she publicly opposed it, and,
with sixteen others, resigned from the Fabian Society
because of its refusal to declare against the war. For
her opposition to it, and some words of his own, her
little son was sct upon by the boys of his school, and
found by the schoolmaster lying unconscious in the
road; a cowardly deed for he was the youngest boy in
the school.

When, in the General Election of 1goo, a woman
told Mrs. Pankhurst that Keir Hardie was in for
Merthyr Tydfil, she cricd: “1 must give you a kiss
for that! He is a good man!” She wrote to him:
*“ Parliament will have more interest for us now.”
Her political activity returned. In the same year she
was elected, under I.L.P. auspices, to the Manchester
School Board, on which she served till March 31st,
1903, when the care of education was transferred to the
Municipal and County Councils. Women were not
yet cligible for these bodies, but they could be co-opted
to the Education Committees, and on the nomination
of the I.L.P. Councillors, she became a member for
that of Manchester. Parliament had not yet granted
power to the local authorities to feed starving school
children; the Manchester women teachers were provid-
ing meals for the underfed children in their classes out
of their own meagre earnings, and giving the greater
part of their own dinper-hour to serve them. She was
indignant that these devoted women were paid at a
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lower rate than men, though they taught all the subjects
taken by the men, and in addition, sewing and
domestic economy. As a member of the Committee
on technical instruction, she observed that training for
many skilled occupations was closed to women, not
by reason of any unfitness on their part, but because,
on account of their inferior status in Society and the
labour market, men believed their presence in any
occupation would inevitably reduce wages. Notably
they were excluded from the Trade School classes for
professional cooks!
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CHAPTER V

THE MILITANT SUFFRAGETTE MOVEMENT

1899-1907

THe Labour Party Emmeline Pankhurst had so ardently
desired in the eighteen-nineties had come. The Trade
Union Congress of 1899 had accepted Keir Hardie’s
scheme to run Labour candidates under the auspices of
a Labour Representation Committee® of affiliated Trade
Unions and Socialist organizations, of which the largest
and most effective was his own LL.P. The Socialists
thus gained the mass backing they had lacked. The
Taff Vale judgement of 1gor, which was a terrible
reverse to the Unions, swung almost the whole Trade
Union movement into line for political action. LL.P.
enthusiasm ran high.

Mrs. Pankhurst shared in the rejoicing. As we
have seen, she had formed her political opinions in an
atmosphere of reform and liberation. Her impres-
sionable nature was now to be influenced by a narrowly
exclusive feminist school, which saw the world of
Labour in terms of ‘ beef-steaks and butter for work-

* Afterwards here referred to as the Labour Party, though it did
not adopt the title till some years later.
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ing men; tea and bread for working women,” refusing
to admit that the welfare of the working woman, cither
as mother or wage-carner, was in any degree involved
in raising the status of the working class as a whole,
The hitherto dormant political interest of her eldest
daughter was suddenly aroused by contact with -the
North of England Society for Women’s Suffrage.!
When the LL.P. propagandists came as usual to stay
at Nelson Street, Christabel heckled them fiercely. Old
friends, like the Bruce Glasiers, were dismayed by her
insistence on what they considered a mere barren issue
of bourgeois politics. They had broken out of political
Liberalism burning with the hope of a Socialist
Commonwealth. They did not, like the active
feminists, feel the disfranchisement of women as a
searing brand of inferiority. Some of the opportunist
were actually opposed to votes for women, declaring
they would vote Tory, being more reactionary than
men. Philip Snowden, later a strong supporter, was
then an anti. Mrs. Pankhurst was thrown into a
ferment; was it for this that she had devoted nine
years of service and sacrifice to the LLL.P.? She bitterly
seconded Christabel’s reproaches to her that she had
allowed the cause of women to be cffaced. From that
time forward she often told me: * Christabel is not
like other women; not like you and me; she will never
be led away by her affections! ”’

As was characteristic of her, once she had re-entered
the franchise struggle, it became for her the only cause
in the world. Moreover, this, and this only, was the

! The successor of the Manchester National Society of Women's
Suffrage formed by Dr. Pankhurst and others in 1865,
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critical moment to push it forward. Another Reform
Act was due. If manhood suffrage went through
without women, it would be impossible to get the
franchise question reopened for a long period: and
the difficulty of getting the vote would be enormously
increased. The Labour Party, now becoming a reality,
must make the freedom of women ‘“A Party
Question.”

She resolved to form a new organization to be called

the ““ Women’s Social and Political Union,” taking as

- its slogan not “ Women’s Suffrage,” as of yore, but
the more vivid battle<cry, “ Votes for Womenl ” It
is curious to recall that the telling phrase was so tardily
coined. On October 1oth, 1903, she invited a few
obscure women members of the I.L.P. to her home,
and with them formed the ncw Union.

Then Keir Hardie appeared; he cordially welcomed
the new movement and approved its tactics; a single-
clause Bill to abolish the sex disability, leaving other
franchise rcforms to be dealt with subsequently; a new
organization of women to push forward their own
cause. Under his urge, the LL.P. N.A.C.! agreed to
support Dr. Pankhurst’s original Bill admitting women
to the Parliamentary vote on the same terms as men.

The difficulty facing those who desired to make
Votes for Women popular with Labour people was the
complicated and backward state of the electoral law.
The poor man could qualify only as a houscholder; or
perhaps as a lodger, if he occupied unfurnished rooms,
the rateable value of which was not less than £ro

* National Administrative Council of the Independent Labour
Party.
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a year. The man of property could vote, without
restriction, wherever he could prove a qualification as
householder, frecholder, copy holder, £10 occupier,
University graduate, and under other heads beside.
If the vote were to be extended to women on the same
terms, the working-class mother would not be able to
qualify, for her husband, not she, would exercise the
single vote open to them as houscholders. The ill-
paid workwoman who was a lodger had seldom sticks
to furnish a room even if it were rated high enough
to carry a vote. On the other hand, the wives,
daughters and mothers of the rich would easily provide
themselves with the required qualification. To murmurs
that Votes for Women on the existing terms would
increase the power of wealth, Keir Hardie replied by
inviting the LL.P. branches to take a census of the
women already voting in Local Government elections.
Forty branches undertook the arduous task; they
recorded that out of 59,920 women voters canvassed,
82-45 per cent. were of the working class. Here, it was
claimed, was the evidence nceded to silence opponents,
who denounced what they termed the *‘ Ladies Bill.”
The I.L.P. Annual Conference in Cardiff, at Easter 104,
showed its friendship to the cause of women by elect-
ing Mrs. Pankhurst to the N.A.C. and instructing it
to sponsor the Women’s Enfranchisement Bill. Keir
Hardie immediately arranged for the measure to be
formally introduced by the Labour Members of
Parliament.

That autumn I went to London with a National
Scholarship to the Royal College of Art, and took up
lodgings at 45 Park Walk, Chelsea. In February 1905,

D
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my mother came to stay with me for the opening of
the new Parliamentary session. ‘Our mission was to
induce some Member of Parliament to sponsor Votes
for Women on one of the Friday afternoons set apart
for the Second Reading of private Members’ Bills,
places for which were drawn by ballot. We were
alone in this quest; not even the officials of the old
National Union®' were there, Keir Hardie, from the
first, had promised us his place, but not another
Member acceded to our pleading. Daily from the
assembling to the rising of the House, often past mid-
night, we were there. Keir Hardie drew no place;
the first twelve were pledged to other measures, but
Bamford Slack, the holder of the thirteenth, agreed to
take the Bill.

A thrill of life ran through the whole Suffrage
movement, which had sunk into an almost moribund
coma of hopclessness.  That fact must always be given
due emphasis when the history of the movement is
reviewed.

The Bill had been set down for May 12th, the best
place to be had, but only as Sccond Order of the day;
the opponents could prevent it coming on at all by
prolonging discussion on the First Order, a small utility
proposition to compel road vehicles to carry a light
behind as well as before. Keir Hardie had pulled
every string he could to get it withdrawn. Mrs. Pank-
hurst was almost frenzied at the unimaginative folly

! The National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies, a federation
resulting from the original Socicties formed independently in various
towns. Of this organization, once led by Lydia Becker, Mrs. Millicent
Garrett Fawcett was now the leader. It remained non-militant and
opposed the militant W.S.P.U.
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of men who could hold this “ trumpery little measure ™
against the claimant need of womanhood in bonds.

On the fateful 12th, the Lobbies of Parliament
were thronged with women, Suffragists from near and
far, Lancashire textile workers, more than four hundred
from the Co-operative Women’s Guild, confident of
success and mustered quite unofficially by an Austra-
lian, Nellie Alma Martel, who had run for the
Commonwealth Parliament. Spurred to new ecager-
ness by this responsive crowd, Mrs. Pankhurst saw
through the “ peep-hole,” by which visitors may look
into the House, uproarious legislators rolling in laughter
at the absurdities by which the debate was being pro-
longed.

The Bill was talked out, of course. The placid
representatives of the old National Union at once with-
drew, but Mrs. Pankhurst would not mildly accept
frustration; a meeting of protest must be held at the
door of Parliament. She thrust forward Mrs. Elmy,
senior in age and longest worker in the cause; but the
police rudely jostled her and all of us down the steps.
We gathered at the statue of Richard I, beside the
House of Lords. The police inspector intervened.
Where could we meet then; where could poor women
voice their indignation? Mrs. Pankhurst demanded,
with tremulant voice and blazing eyes, passionately
feminine, proudly commanding. The police inspec