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INTRODUCTION

Probably there is no other English writer whose
thoughts are entitled to greater attention and respect in
the troubled state of the world today than those of the
Honourable Earl Russell, or to call him by his more
popular name, Mr. Bertrand Russell. ‘The world has
just passed through the greatest crisis in 1ts history and
1s facing gigantic problems of the future. Everywhere
old creeds are dead or dying, new ideologies are being
formed and the old order is expected soon to yield place
to the new. At such a critical time conflicts are bound
to arise between the “supporters of status quo” and the
champions of drastic reform  And if the world wants
to discover a right course of action in this welter of
clashing ideologies, it will have to seek for itself proper
guidance on constructive and acceptable lines. Bernard
Shaw, Dean Inge, H. G. Wells are some of the names
that suggest themselves to us as qualified to provide
such a guidance today. But though they are great in
their own spheres none of them is so eminently fitted for
such a benevolent mussion by his temperament, training
and work as Mr. Bertrand Russell. '

Mr. Russell occupies among the thinkers of today.a
unique position. Regarded as one of the keenest intel-
lects of the age, he is, as Mr. Gideon says, “practically
the only English philosopher who writes for a large
public with whom he enjoys a tremendous credit™.
Declaring that Mr. Russell’s is assuredly the most
brillfant and active mind in the philosophic world, one
writer has compared his position in contemporary
thought with that of Hume in the middle of the 18th
century. But what makes Mr. Russell remarkable as

1
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a thinker to the layman is that he has not been con-
tented with the pursuit of mere abstract philosophical
inquiry. Starting as a philosopher, he devoted him-
self ‘entirely to the study and teaching of philosophy
until the last World War came like a tornado and shook
the very foundations of our modern civilization. Then
it was that he found himself, like many of his thought-
ful contemporaries, profoundly disturbed by the des-
tructive forces unleashed by the war, and was driven
by some inner urge to discard philosophy and seek
“fresh woods and pastures new” in which his great
energy and constructive passion could find full scope.
Since then pacifism, education, politics, ethics and so-
ciology have been only some of the subjects that have
occupied his unremitting attention. Consequently,
since 1914, a steady stream of books on a variety of
subjects has flowed from his pen and given him the
high position he enjoys in contemporary thought.

It must be admitted, however, that neither the
guidance Mr. Russell’s books provide nor his teachings
have been universally accepted. For his unorthodox
opinions on several vital social, political and religious
questions have offended a large section of the public,
which views his agnosticism and his general attitude
towards morals with grave misgiving. Hence while in
certain quarters his books have been hailed as a valu-
able contribution to the solution of the world’s complex
problems, in others they have been received with pro-
test and indignation. In spite of these differences of
opinion regarding the value of Mr. Russell’s work, even
his most violent of critics have agreed that he 1s a
visionary who has been moved entirely by love of truth.
They know that no other writer today has championed
the cause of freedom, justice, peace and brotherhood
with greater vigour and eloquence than Mr. Russell
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has done. As the Times Literary Supplement onde
said, he has “a way of asking right questions” and
making the people think hard about them, whether they
accept his solutions of these questions or not. It would
be profitable, therefore, to consider how he looks upon
the problems of the world and what panacea he offers
for the ills of “this troubled, passionate planet.”

“My outlook on the world is, like other people’s the
product partly of circumstance and partly of tempera-
ment,” says Mr. Russell in his contribution to the Sym-
posium I Believe. Consequently, if we have to under-
stand him properly, we shall have to learn a few
important details of his life and try to appreciate
the robust personality behind his work. For while
there are certain writers whose work can be understood
without such reference to their life, there are others,
like Shelley or Lamb, the understanding of whom
largely depends upon a proper understanding of their
life. Which reader has not been bewitched by the
complete fusion of personal detail, thought and feel-
ing, which characterizes, for instance, Shelley’s Ode
to the West Wind or Lamb’s Old China and which
constitutes their chief charm ? Though, by the very
nature of his work and ideals, Mr. Russell cannot rise
to the lyrical heights of which these writers are capable,
his work often reveals a similar fusion of thought and
autobjographical detail. His thoughts have been in-
spired by an inherent desire to do good and eliminate
the evil that he has seen in the world, and his know-
ledge and experiences have strenfﬁened the conclu-
sions at which he has arrived. That is why one finds,
throughout his work, numerous personal references
which are brought in support of his a{anents It is
time, therefore, that we turned our attention to some
important aspects of his career.
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Bertrand Arthur William Russell was born in 1872
in an aristocratic family, his father being a son of Lord
John Russell and his mother a daughter of the second
Lord Stanley of Alderly. His father was a free-thinker
and, when he died, he wished his three-year old son to
be brought up without superstition, and so appointed
two free-thinkers as his son’s guardians. But the Courts
set aside the will and had the boy educated in the
Christian faith. But, as Mr. Russell points out, the
result was disappomting and he become an agnostic
and a far-going revolutionist. He was privately
educated and acquired a perfect knowledge of French
and German. In 18go he went to Trinity College,
Cambridge, from which he graduated with great dis-
tinction in Mathematics and Philosophy and was
appointed a Fellow of his college in the autumn of
1895. From 1895 to the outbreak of the World War
in 1914 he led a simple, quite life of study, teaching
and writing, first in a suburb of London and later at
Cambridge where he was appointed a lecturer in his
old college in 1910. It was during this period that
his great books on Mathematics were published and
earned for him the Fellowship of the Royal Society.

When the war broke out in 1914, Mr. Russell found
himself torn between two loyalties. One was the
loyalty to his own ideals of peace and international
brotherhood, the other was the loyalty to his own
country whose very existence was threatened by a
powerful enemy. Unhesitatingly Mr. Russell accepted
the claims of the former and wholeheartedly threw him-
self into pacific work. He took an active part in the
“No Conscription Fellowship” and was fined £100 for
a leaflet describing an early Christian conscientious
objector. He lost his lectureship and though he was
offered a professorship at Harvard, a passport was re-
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fused to him. In 1918 he was sentenced to six months
imprisonment for an article in the Tribunal. In 1920
he went to China to lecture on philosophy at the Peking
University. Returning in 1921 after a dangerous ill-
ness he was engaged during the next six years in serious
philosephical work as well as in lecturing, journalism
and writing popular books on social topics. In 1927
he started with the help of his second wife, Mrs. Dora
Russell, a school for young children. In this scheol he
wanted to put into practice the educational ideals for
which he stood. His conception of freedom in the nur-
sery school shocked the English, and many of his friends
deplored the time he spent 1n the school as a comrade
of children to the detriment of his philosophical work.
Yet the school was a success in every way except finan-
cially and had to be closed in 1931, the year in which
Mr. Russell succeeded to the earldom on the death of
his brother, the second Earl Russell.

Mr. Russell’s hfe simply proves that the world has
not travelled far since the days of Shelley when people
were ostracized and vicitimized for their opinions. For
Mr. Russell has had his full share of suffering for his
principles. There is no doubt something heroic in the
manner in which he has given up a peaceful, comfort-
able, scholastic life for an active stormy career guided
only by his ideals, because he has felt that, “if the in-
tellectual has any function in society, it is to preserve a
cool, unbiassed judgment in the face of all solicitations
to passion.” Feeling an instinctive responsibility in
regard to public affairs through the rich aristocratic
political tradition he imbibed in his childhood, he has
descended from the ivory tower and calmly inquired
into the present state of the world. He has found that
there is something radically wrong with modern life.
War, injugtice, poverty, falsehood, all these seem to



X SELECTIONS FROM BERTRAND RUSSELL

have cut deep into the core of our hife and created un-
healthy conditions. It is primarily with the destruc-
tion of these evils that Mr. Russell is concerned.

Nevertheless he is an optimist. Troubled as he is
by the dark picture the modern world presents, he has
an implicit faith in the ultimate victory of human
goodness. While in several young people of his time.
despair gave way to cynicism, Mr. Russell has main-
tained an aristocratic calm and dispassionateness in his
outlook of the world. He believes that it is not by
violence and cruelty and despotism that happiness of
the world can be secured. It is through a new orient-
ation in politics and education that mankind can hope
to reach Utopia. But this is not enough. We must
also bring to the consideration of all questions—whether
social, religious, moral or political—a new scientific
turn of mind, cold, objective, searching and compre-
hensive, which will tear off the veils that hide the truth.
It is only then that the millennium that we consider as
an impossibility will be within our reach. For Mr.
Russell does not think that Utopia is a mere vision. He
believes that it is entirely practicable provided man-
kind aspires to it and makes for it one determined
attempt, forgetting all petty animosities, false beliefs.
wrong values. It is only then that this unhappy world
can be turned into an earthly paradisg.

Mr. Russell finds that “the basis of international
anarchy is men’s proneness to fear and hatred.” Our
life is full of several evils some of which arise from
nature, some from defects of character and others from
the misuse of power. It is the fear of these evils that
generates hatred and drives people to methods of self-
defence which are themselves evil. Thus people love
power because they think that it will protect them from
aggression; they try to encourage orthodoxy among the
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young because that gives them a feeling of security; and
because they are afraid of enemies, they turn, especially
during war-time, virtues such as sobriety, thrift and
industry into mere handmaids of the forces of destruc-
tion. Most of these fears are in fact irrational, because
there are several effective methods of combatmg these
different evils. Science can control and has controlled
the evils of nature; sound educational and phycho-
analytical methods can effectively cure defects in
character; while proper control of social and political
institutions can successfully check the evils of power.
The road to Utopia, according to Mr. Russell, is clear;
“it lies partly through politics and partly through
changes m the individual”. But instead of following
these methods with fearlessness and intelligence, men
suecumb to their fears and pursue wrong ends.

As much of Mr. Russell’s work is concerned with the
development of human personality, it will be necessary
first to consider his views on this subject before turning
our attention to the sort of Government he would like
to see set up. Mr. Russell finds that much harm has
been done in the world by irrationality and he believes
that, if people would adopt a rational or sceptical atti-
tude towards life’s questions, it would completely trans-
form our social life and our political system. To him
the terms rational, sceptical and scientific are more or
less synonymous. They involve an atutude of mind
that takes nothing for granted unless it is verified by
personal experience, observation or expert opmnion. He
defines 1t as “the habit of taking account of all rele-
vant evidence in arriving at a belief”, while in ques-
tions of practice, it is “the habit of remembering all our
relevant desires, and not only the one which happens
at the moment te be strongest”. He believes that in-
calculable harm has been done because people have
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been inclined to accept implicitly ready-made opinions,
age-old conventions and beliefs.  Religious dogma,
political creeds, ethical ideas have thus been accepted
and acted upon, whereas a sceptical mind would have
found that many of them are wrong and harmful, if it
had only taken the trouble to examine them in the cold
light of reason. Consequently “oui current ethic is a
curious mixture of superstition and rationalism” and
passion plays not a small part in our actions and
opinions. Again we are inchned to maintain the
“status quo” and support empty shibboleths through
our mability to face new ideas and order. Hence,
according to Mr. Russell, intellectual integrity alone
can save us from much of the hypocrisy that clouds our
life and “it is to intelligence, increasingly wide-spread,
that we must look for the solution of the ills from which
our world is suffering.”

But it is not enough that people be trained to de-
velop rationalism; it is also necessary that they be
given proper education in their chuldhood to fit them
for the Utopia in which they will have to play a vital
part. Education, according to Mr. Russell, does not
merely mean instruction. He gives it a much wider
meaning and defines it as “the formation, by means of
instruction, of certain mental habits and a certain out-
look on lifc and the world”. It is on this broad con-
ception that his theory and practice of education have
been based. Orthodox educational theory, on the other
hand, looks upon children as raw materials to be
moulded for certain purposes, social or political, by
the teacher. This theory ignores the fact that children
have their own desires, instincts and impulses. In fact
the whole of their personahty cries to be developed and
set free from the prison-walls of the narrow-minded
school. That is why the teacher must look upon
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children not as means but as ends and love them “better
than his State or his Church”. It is only then that he
can be called an ideal teacher.

But if the teacher has to carry out his duties and res-
ponsibilities properly, he must also have a right con-
ception of the quahities he is expected to encourage in
the young minds under his charge. The most impor-
tant among these qualities which form the very basis of
human excellence are vitality, courage, sensitiveness
and intelligence. Mr. Russell stresses the importance
of encouraging these qualities because he believes that
if children are to be turned into good men and women,
what is essential 1s that they should be instructed in
the value of positive virtue. For, according to the cur-
rent conception, goodness lies not in doing good things,
but in not doing things that are considered harmful
according to the prevailing ethical and social standards.
Consequently, a whole system of repression and inhibi-
tion has been built up and healthy instincts, especially
among children, are crushed and replaced by fear and
superstition. It is essential, therefore, that positive
courage be stimulated in children by teaching them the
importance of self-respect with an impersonal outlook
on life. And so also should the qualities of sensitive-
ness and curiosity, which are natural in children. be
encouraged Mr. Russell does not, however, believe
that good life means cieating feelings of eaclusiveness
or inculcating a supetiority complex in children. After
all Iife depends upon co-operation and what education
is expected to do is to draw out and develop all that is
best in children so that, as men and women, they may
take their rightful place in the corporate life of the
country.

Mr. Russell does not look upon universities as places
for a few gentlemen of leisure. The time when they
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existed only for the privileged classes has gone. Now
they exist for two purposes; firstly, to train men and
women for certain professions, and secondly, to pursue
learning and research without regard to immediate uti-
lity. As regards the first purpose, Mr. Russell wants to
maintain the aristocratic tradition of the older univer-
sities, but in a totally different manner. He wants to
create in the universities an mtellectual aristocracy,
whereby only those students who show special aptitude
and merit will be allowed to enter them, irrespective
of soctal or financial status and not merely those who
are expected to be “gentlemen”.

What 1s far more important in Mr. Russell’s view.
however, is the disinterested pursuit of learning which
the universities must encourage among its students and
professors.  While admitting the importance of the
education that prepares students for the professions,
Mr. Russell points out that a merely utilitarian view of
education is likely to blind itself to the beneficent
effects of Iiberal education which, as Newman points
out, is “simply the cultivation of the intellect as such
and whose object is nothing more or less than intellec-
tual excellence”. This pursuit of knowledge for its
own sake is a theme that constantly recurs in the writ-
ings of Mr. Russell and while discussing 1ts joys, he
eccasionally rises to almost lyrical heights. He appre-
ciates the utility of useful education, because it has
made the world of today. But he strongly deplores
the modern tendency to regard knowledge as merely an
ingredient in technical skill, for he believes that there
was something nobly grand in the Renaissance tradition
which is unfortunately dead at present. Learning was,
during the Renaissance, part of joie de wivre, while at
present it is valuable only because of its utility. It is
for this reason that Mr. Russell would like to create
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such a tradition under modermn conditions. Modem
science has created conditions by which slowness and
drudgery of work have been eliminated and men have
been enabled to enjoy greater leisure. Civilization has
always been an outcome of leisure and there is no
reason why, with the leisure universally available to-
day, a new civilization should not arise. Carlyle found
perennial joy in work, but Mr. Russell finds that there
is a lack of balance among modern people, due to a
“ruthless pursuit of mere professional competence or the
conscious activity concentrated on some one definite
purpose”. 1If, therefore, they are educated to find
pleasure in thought rather than mm action and de-
velop an impersonal outlook on life and things, they
would create a culture which would improve some of
the worst features of the modern world.

It is on similar grounds that he recommends the
study of science as against the study of classical lan-
guages. A purely classical and literary education has
no doubt certamn advantages over a scientific educa-
tion. But Mr. Russcll believes that too much pre-
occupation with the past, which a classical education
must mvolve, creates a certain peevishness and undue
fastidiousness towards the present. A study of science,
on the other hand, produces certain habits of mind
which Mr. Russell considers essential for culture.
Apart from the constructive instinct which it satisfies,
the study of science develops the scientific outlook which
consists m a disinterested pursuit of truth, without
any preconceptions, without bias, or without any
thought of utility. The free intellect, thus developed,
“will see as God might see, without a here and now,
without hopes and fears, without the trammels of cus-
tomary beliefs and traditional prejudices, calmly, dis-
passionately, 1n the sole and exclusive desire for know-
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ledge—knowledge as imperscnal, as purely contempla-
tive, as it is possible for man to attain. And the mind
which has become accustomed to the freedom and
impartiality of philosophic contemplation will preserve
something of the same freedom and impartiality in the
world of action and emotion”.

Mr. Russell does not believe that the perfection of
human individuality to be achieved 1n such a manner
will in any way conflict with the ideals of citizenship.
The manner in which citizenship has been conceived
at present 1s highly defective; for the virtues such as
patriotism, loyalty to the State, orthodoxy which it
emphasizes and encourages, often take unhealthy forms
The 1deals of citizenship also often involve the killing
of the creative mstincts in the individual. Neverthe-
less modern industrialism and civilized conditions of
life have made co-operation essential. The world is
becoming narrower and, what is important today, is
not only a sense of national cohesion, but also a sense
of the whole human race as one co-operative umt As
we are aspiring to and gradually moving towards the
idcal of a world fedeiation of nations “the most vital
need of the near future will be the cultivation of a vivid
sense of citizenship of the world”.  Thus, in Mr
Russell’s view. while the development of the individual
is in no way to be retarded, he is to be trained in the
ideals of international cmzenehlp to enable him to
play his part in the future brotherhood of nations.

Mr. Russell's political ideals cannot be summarized
better than in the following quotation from Lao-Tzu.
the Chinese philosopher, given by the writer on the
title-page of his Roads to Freedom. “Production with-
out possession, action without self-assertion, develop-
ment without domination”. For he is an uncompro-
missing enemy of capitalism which he holds responsible



INTRODUCTION XVir

for much of the poverty, want and slavery that
we see 1 the world today. At present the capitalist
exercises through his wealth an excessive power over
the lives of others and is able to enjoy political power
which he often mususes for his own selfish ends If,
however, a democratic form of government with the
communal ownership of means of production 1s intro-
duced, men and women will be able to enjoy economic
freedom under 1t and consequently economic fear and
the desire to control others will be automatically re-
moved In the preface to his Bolshevism: Practice
and Theory (1920) Mr. Russell says, “A fundamental
cconomic reconstruction, bringing with it far-reaching
changes in ways of thinking, and feeling, in philosophy
and art and private relations, seems absolutely neces-
sary if industrialism is to become the servant of man
instead of his master”. There can be no doubt that
the whole of Mr. Russell’s social philosophy is based
upon this fundamental necessity.

The end of the last World War saw a number of
theories being urged as cures for the unhappiness of
the world State Socialism, Anarchism, Syndicalism,
Guild Socialism, Fascism were the most important of
these and some of them were actually put into practice.
Mr. Russell’s view is that of these Guild Socialism 1s
the nearest approach to a political 1deal which present
conditions can allow, though Anarchism which wants
to abolish the state altogether may be the ultimate goal.
Those who read The World as It could be Made will
find that Mr Russell 1s almost a socialist, but it would
be difficult to pigeonhole him. The danger that he
sees in the socialist programme is loss of individual
freedom and domination of officialdom and bureau-
cracy because, to him, want of individual freedom is
the very negation of life. Guild Socialism, on the other
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hand, avoids the difficulties and dangers that are in-
herent in both Socialism and Anarchism, while it con-
cedes what is valid in the claims of both these systems.
Accepting Guild Socialism, therefore, as an ideal poli-
tical and economic system under present conditions,
Mr. Russell pamts in brilliant colours a picture of the
life as it may be lived under it. It may be thought that
he has drawn too rosy a picture of the ideal conditions
in which life may be led and has totally ignored the,
defects to which men, as well as nations, are prone. It
may be pomted out, however, that Roads to Freedom,
from which this chapter is taken, was written before
Mr. Russell had any opportunity to study the methods
employed by the Russians 1n creating a socialist society.
When he visited Russia later, he was disappointed to
find that the Russian Government could not risk even
such a measure of democracy as had seemed to him the
very basis of a hberal philosophy.

Though Anarchism looks upon the abolition of the
State and the tremendous power it wields as its ultimate
ideal, Mr. Russell does not believe that any govern-
ment can exist without power. Nor does he think that
1t will be possible for a long time to come to replace
even the most democratic form of government by some
other beneficent system. Power in itself 15 not bad,
but what makes it an evil is the harmful purposes to
which it is often consciously or unconsciously turned.
The history of kingly, priestly or economic power
makes it abundantly clear that in unscrupulous hands
power can be a terrible weapon. But it 15 quite possi-
ble for men to use power for beneficent purposes. This
can be achieved if power were not desired as an end
in itself, but were employed for some good ends which
do not clash with the desires of others and which pro-
duce some positively good effect. Mr. Russell does
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not think that man is incapable of improvement. There-
fore, even though some people are inclined to misuse
their power, their temperament can be improved by
providing switable environment, opportunities for such
misuse can be minimized by raising the standards of
life and the skill of the people can be directed into
constructive channels. Thus power would cease to be
corruptible and would only produce good.

But it is happness that we all desire and even if we
were to live under ideal conditions, it is still quite pos-
sible that we may remain unhappy. For happiness is
essentially a condition of the mind and Mr. Russell
firmly believes that the conquest of happiness is possible
through conscious effort. Narcissists, sinners, megalo-
maniacs are some of the unhappy people in the world;
others suffer from, what Mr. Russell calls, Byronic
unhappiness, believing that our life's tragedy is that it
offers less to us than it takes away fiom us. Psycho-
analysis can cure the unhappiness of these people, but
what really can make life happy is zest in the work that
one does, a friendly but self-less interest in persons and
occasionally a behef in some righteous cause. In his
essay The Ideals of Happiness Mr. Russell contrasts
the happy condition of the Chinese with the unhappi-
ness which is universal among the Western people. The
main reason for thus, in his view, is that while the former
aim at enjoyment, 'the latter aim at power. He also
finds that in the West a certain listlessness and want
of an 1deal has inclined especially young people to-
wards cynicism, while the Chinese are happy because
they are conscious of playing an important part in
their national life. 'What is wanted, therefore, to make
people happy is friendliness, joy in co-operation,
absorption in some work, zest and an attitude of mind
which never demands from life more than it has to give.



XX SELECTIONS FROM BERTRAND RUSSELL

Mr. Russell tells us in The Conquest of Happiness that,
though as a child his favourite hymn was “Weary of
earth and laden with my sin”, his life has been com-
pletely happy because he has been guided throughout
by these rules.

“Whoever contemplates the world in the hight of
an ideal—whether what he sceks be intellect, or art, or
love, or simple happmness, or all together—must feel a
great sorrow in the evils that men needlessly allow to
continue, and—if he be a man of force and vital encrgy
—an urgent desire to lead men to the realization of
the good which inspires his creative vision”. No more
eloquent tribute to Mr Russell's work and personality
can be paid than these words from his preface to Roads
to Freedom. His entire work has been characterized
by a rare smcerity and candour, while 1t has been in-
spired by an idealism that aims at making life richer,
more full of joy and more free from preventable evils
than it 1s at present. He has never professed to be a
guide to the new Jerusalem, but has been content to
be a sort of a citizen of the world, censuring those
whose heritage 15 fear and whose philosophy of
Iife is complacency. His werk has, therefore, been
one long crusade agamst bigotry, fear, war, capi-
talism and a host of other ills that beset this
mad world of ours. It is truec that his crtics do
not take such a charitable view of his work. They
say that Mr. Russell often piesents only one side of the
picture in his discussion of complex problems and re-
sorts to the methods of the official propaganda that he
so strongly condemns. Others say that his scepticism
generally takes the form of cynicism towards much
that the public considers good and they compare him
with Voltaire. Still others have taken strong objec-
tions to his ethics and his theory of harmonious desires.
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Nevertheless none can question his love of mankind
and his honest belief in Utopia, to which struggling
humanity one day shall attain.

What is specially remarkable in the work of Mr.
Russell is the admirable English in which his thought
has been clothed. His 1s a prose extraordinanly lucid
and effortless, marked by constant flashes of wit and
msight. It is at the same time characterized by “an
almost naive simplicity, crystal clarnty, a calm Olym-
pian wrony and a gift for compressed epigrammatic
statement” Mr Russell has a hard, logical and ori-
ginal mind and he has the rare faculty of summing up
a complex situation in a few clear and simple sentences.
He can penetrate to the heart of a subject, however
complex 1t 1s, and can, m a few brief statements, strip
it of all distracting complexities. In his conversations
with Mr. Russell, Mr. Dilip Kumar Roy once expressed:
his great appreciation of the former’s style—especially
its economy of words and restraint—and asked him
whether he had cultivated the art. Mr Russell’s reply
was, “I used 1n my boyhood to toy with different ideas
to see in how few words I could express them I have
profited much by this early pastime”. It is this quality
as well as his wit and humour that often give a touch
of sprightliness and galety to his treatment of even
essentially abstruse topics In addition to this, the
encyclopadic knowledge that he brings in support of
his arguments gives to his thought a weight and breadth
that we rarely find except 1n a few of his contemporar-
1es  His early essays, such as A Free Man’s Thought,
have been full of a lvrical grace which one does not
find in his more recent work Even in later essays,
like Science and Cultuie, The World as It could be
Made and in parts of others, one can still catch the
echoes of that early romantic prose
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This discussion of Mi. Russell’s work and personal-
ity has tried to make valid the claim that was made on
his behalf at the beginning of this essay. “The franuc
stampede towards disaster” that one sees in the world
today has forced many a thoughtful mind to meditatc
on the causes of our hfe’s maladies and suggests methods
of curing them Some thinkers, like Dean Inge, have
taken refuge in pessimism; others, more optimustic hike
Mr. H. G. Wells, have suggested various remedies which
have not found much support Combining the quahties
of a philosopher, a practical politician and an actn¢
educationalist, Mr. Russell, on the other hand, has
faced facts as they are and suggested methods of world
improvement which are entitled to receive the close
attention of everyone interested in the making of a
better world. Equipped with great scholarship and «
penetrating mind, he has stressed the need of the most
militant doubt in the evaluation of our present social
problems, not because he takes a cynical pleasuie m
unlicensed doubt, but because he has felt that a que-
tioning mind and fresh outlook will clear away the fog
that confuses us in the <olution of our problems

In fact it will be found that Mr. Russell's work has
been primarily concerned with the “Four Freedoms™.
now immortalized by the authors of the Atlantic
Charter. What impedes the achievement of these
freedoms is, in Mr. Russell’s opimion, man’s selfishness.
his pugnacity, his worship of wrong values and his stub-
born refusal to change the old order Mr. Russell’s
ambition, therefore, is to set human character and 1nsti-
tutions on a firm and incorruptible basis and enablc
man to reach the new millenmum to which he has
ever aspired.

Mr. Russell knows that our life mn itself 1s not a
happy one and that man is a punv creature in the pre-
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sence of the gigantic forces of evil that try to engulf
him But he does not encourage a mind that with-
draws within itself and turns its back upon the evils of
fife. Truc freedom lies the other way It lies, as he
cloquently describes in 4 Free Man’s Worship, “in
determination to worship only the God created by our
own love of the good, to respect only the heaven which
inspires the insight of our best moments. In action,
in desire, wc must submit perpetually to the tyranny of
outside forces, but in thought, in aspiration. we are
fice, free from our fellow man, frec from the petty
planet on which our bodies impotently crawl, free
even, while we hve, from the tyranny of death. Let us
lcam, then, that energy of faith which enables us to
Tive constantly in the vision of the good, and let us
descend, in action, into the world of facts, with that
vision alwavs before us™.






SELECTIONS FROM
BERTRAND RUSSELL

ON THE VALUE OF SCEPTICISM

I wish to propose for the reader’s fa\ourable consi-
deration a doctrine which may, I fear. appear wildly
paradoxical and subversive  The doctrine m question
1s this that 1t 15 undesirable to bhelieve a proposition
when there 1s no ground whatever for supposing 1t true
I must. of course. admut that if such an opmnion became
common 1t would completely transform our sociai life
and our political system ; stnce both are at present fault-
less, this must weigh agamst 1t I am also aware
(what 1s more serious) that 1t would tend to diminish
the incomes of clairvoyants, bookmakers, bishops and
others who live on the irrational hopes of those who
have done nothing to desery e good fortune here or here-
after In spite of these grave arguments, I mamtamn
that a case can be made out for my paradox, and I
shall try to set 1t forth.

First of all. T wish to guard myself agamst being
thought to take up an extremc position I am a Bn-
tish Whig, with a British love of compromise and
moderation A story is told of Pyrrho, the founder of
Pyrrhomsm (which was the old name of scepticism)
He maintammed that we never know enough to be sure
that one course of action is wiser than another In his
youth, when hc was taking his constitutional one after-
noon, he saw his teacher in philosophy (from whom
he had imbibed his principles) with his head stuck in
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a ditch, unable to get out After contemplating him
for some time, he walked on, maintaining that there
was no sufficient ground for thinking he would do any
good by pulling the old man out. Others. less scepti-
cal, effected a rescue, and blamed Pyrrho for his heart-
lessness  But his teacher. true to hus principles, praised
him for his consistency. Now I do not advocate such
heroic scepticism as that I am prepared to admit the
ordmary beliefs of common sense, i practice if not mn
theory I am prepared to admit any well-established
result of science, not as certainly true, but as sufficient-
ly probable to afford a4 basis for rational action. 1If 1t
1s announced that there 1s to be an eclipse of the moon
on such-and-such a date, 1T think it worth while to
look and see whether 1t 1s taking place. Pyrrho would
have thought otherwise. On this giound, I feel justi-
fied in claiming that T advocate a middle position

There are matters ahout which those who have -
vestigated them are agrced. the dates of echpses may
serve as an illustration. There are other matters about
which experts are not agreed Even when the experts
all agree, they may well be mustaken. Einstein's view
as to the magnitude of the deflection of light by gravi-
tation would have been 1ejected by all experts twenty
years ago, yet it proved to be right. Nevertheless the
opinion of experts, when 1t is unanimous, must be
accepted by non-experts as more likely to be 11ight than
the opposite opinion The scepticism that I advocate
amounts only to this- (1) that when the experts are
agreed, the opposite opinion cannot be held to be cer-
tain, (2) that when they are not agreed, no opinion can
be regarded as certain bv a non-expert; and (3) that
when they all hold that no sufficient grounds for a
positive opinion exist, the ordinary man would do well
to suspend his judgment.
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These propositions may scem mild, yet, if accepted,
they would absolutely 1evolutionize human life.

The opinions for which people are willing to fight
and persecute all belong to one of the three classes
which this scepticism condemns. When there are ra-
tional grounds for an opinion, people are content to
set them forth and wait for them to operate. In such
cases, people do not hold their opinions with passion;
they hold them calmly, and set forth their reasons
quietly. The opmions that are held with passion are
always those for which no good ground exists; indeed
the passion 1s the measure of the holder’s lack of ra-
tional conviction Opmions in politics and religion
are almost always held passionately. Except in China,
a man 1s thought a poor creature unless he has strong
opinions on such matters; people hate sceptics far more
than they hate the passionate advocates of opinions
hostile to their own It is thought that the claims of
practical life demand opmions on such questions, and
that, if we became more rational, social existence
would be impossible 1 beheve the opposite of this.
and will try to make 1t clear why 1 have this behef.

Take the question of unemployment in the years
after 1920. One paity held that it was due to the
wickedness of trade unions, another that it was due to
the confusion on the Contment. A third party, while
admitting that these causes played a part, attributed
most of the trouble to the policy of the Bank of Eng-
land 1n trying to increasc the value of pound sterling.
This third party, I am given to understand, contained
most of the experts, but no one else  Politicians do not
find any attractions in a view which does not lend itself
to party declamation, and ordinary mortals prefer
views which attribute misfortune to the machinations
of their enemies. Consequently people fight for and
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against quite irrelevant measures, while the few who
have a rational opinion are not listened to because they
do not minister to any one’s passions. To produce con-
verts, it would have been necessary to persuade people
that the Bank of England 1s wicked. To convert
Labour, it would have been necessary to show that
directors of the Bank of England are hostile to trade
unionism; to convert the Bishop of London, it would
have been necessary to show that they are “immoral”
It would be thought to follow that their views on
«currency are mistaken,

Let us take another illustration It is often said
that socialism 1s contrary to human nature, and this
assertion is denied by socialists with the same heat with
which it is made by their opponents. The late Dr
Rivers, whose death cannot be sufficiently deplored.
«discussed this question m a lecture at University Col-
lege, published m his posthumous book on Psycholog)
.and Politics. This 1s the only discussion of this topic
known to me that can lay claim to be scientific 1t
sets forth certamn anthropological data which show
that socialism 1s not contrary to human nature in
Melanesia; it then points out that we do not know
whether human nature is the same in Melanesia as in
Europe; and it concludes that the only way of finding
‘out whether socialism is contrarv to European human
nature is to try it It is interesting that on the Masis
«of this conclusion he was willing to become a Labou:
<andidate. But he would certainly not have added to
the heat and passion in which political controversies
are usually enveloped.

I will now venture on a topic which people find
even more difficulty in treating dispassionately, namely
marriage customs. The bulk of the population of
every country is persuaded that all marriage customs
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other than its own are mmmoral, and that those who
combat this view only do so in order to justify their
own loose lives. In India, the re-marriage of widows
is traditionally regarded as a thing too horrible to con-
template. In Catholic countries, divorce 1s thought very
wicked, but some failure of conjugal fidelity 1s tolerat-
ed, at least m men. In America, divorce 1s casy. but
extra-conjugal relations are condemned with the
utmost severity. Mohammedans believe mn polygamy.
which we think degrading  All these differing
opmions arc held with extreme vehemence, and very
crucl persecutions are inflicted upon those who contra-
vene them Yet no one in any of the various countries
makes the shghtest attempt to show that the custom of
his own country contributes more to human happiness
than the custom of others

When we open any scientific treatise on the subject,
such as (for example) Westermarck's History of
Human Marriage, we find an atmosphere cxtraordmn-
arily different from that of popular prejudice. We
find that every kind of custom has existed. many of
them such as we should have supposed repugnant to
human nature. We think we can understand poly-
gamy, as a custom forced upon women by male oppres-
sors. But what are we to say of the Tibetan custom,
according to which one woman has several husbands °
Yet travellers in Tibet assure us that famly hife there 1s
at least as haimonious as in Europe A little of such
reading must soon reduce any candid person to com-
plete scepticism, since there seem to be no data enabl-
Ing us to say that one marriage custom is better or
worse than another Almost all involve cruelty and
intolerance towards offenders against the local code,
but otherwise they have nothing in common It scems
.that sin is geographical From this conclusion 1t 1s
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only a small step to the further conclusion thar the
notion of “sin’" is illusory, and that the cruelty habitual-
ly practised in punishing it 1s unnecessary It is just this
conclusion which is so unwelcome to many minds, sipce
the infliction of cruelty with a good conscience 1s a
delight to moralists. That 1s why rhey mnvented Hell.

Nationalism is of course an extreme example of fer-
vent belief concerning doubtful matters., I think at
may be safely said that any scientific historian, writing’
now a history of the Great War, is bound to make
statements which. if made during the war, would have
exposed him to imptisonment in every one of the belli-
gerent countries on both sides  Agamn with the excep-
tion of China, there 1s no country where people tolerate
the truth about themselves, at ordinary tmes, the
truth is only thought ill-mannered, but in war-time it
is thought (riminal  Opposing systems of violent belief
are built up, the falsehood of which is evident from the
fact that they are only believed by those who share the
same national bias But the application of reason to
these systems of belief is thought as wicked as the appli-
cation of reason to religious dogmas was formerly
thought. When people are challenged as to why seep-
ticism in such matters should be wicked, the only
answer is that myths help to win wars, so that a rational
nation would be killed rather than kill. The view that
there is something shameful in saving one’s skin by
wholesale slander of foreigners 1s one which, so far as [
know, has hitheito found no supporters among pro-
fessional moralists outside the ranks of the Quakers
If it 1s suggested that a 1ational nation would find ways
of keeping out of wars altogether, the answer is usually
mere abusc

What would be the effect of a spread of rational
scepticism ? Human events spring from passions,
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which generate systems of attendant myths. Psycho-
analysts have studied the individual manifestations of
this process in lunatics, certified and uncertified. A
man who has suffered some humiliatign invents a theory
that he is King of England, and develops all kinds of
mgenious explanations of the fact that he is not treated
with that respect which his exalted position demands.
In this case, his delusion is one with which his neigh-
hours do not sympathize, so they lock him up. But if,
instead of asserting only his own greatness, he asserts
the greatness of his nation or his class or his creed, he
wins hosts of adherents, and becomes a political or re-
ligious leader, even 1if, to the impartial outsider, his
views seem just as absurd as those found in asylums
In this way a collective insanity grows up, which follows
laws very similai to those of individual nsanity
Fvery one knows that it 1s dangerous to dispute with a
lunatic who thinks he is King of England; but as he
is 150lated. he can be over-powered. When a whole
nation shares a delusion, its anger is of the same kind
as that of an individual lunatic if its pretensions are
disputed. but nothing short of war can compel it to
submit to reason

The pait played by intellectial factors in human
behaviour 18 a matter as to which there is much dis-
agrcement among psychologists  There are two quite
distinct questions- (1) how far are beliefs operative as
causes of actions ? (2} how far are beliefs derived from
logically adequate evidence, or capable of being so
derived ? On both questions, psychologists are agreed
in giving a much smaller place to the intellectual fac-
tors than the plain man would give, but within this
general agreement there is room for considerable differ-
cnces of degree  Let us take the two questions in suc-
cession.
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(1) 'How far are beliefs operative as causes of
action ? Let us not discuss the question theoretically,
but let us take an ordinary day of an ordinary man’s
life He begins by getting up in the morning, probably
from force of habit, without the intervention of any
belief. He eats his breakfast, catches his train, reads
his newspaper, and goes to his office, all from force of
habit. There was a time n the past when he formed
these habits, and in the choice of the office, at least
belief played a part. He probably believed, at the
time, that the job offered to him there was as good as
he was hkely to get In most men, belief plays a part
m the original choice of a career, and therefore, deri-
vatively, in all that 1s entailed by this choice.

At the office. if he 15 an underling. he may con-
tinue to act merely from habit, without active volition,
and without the exphicit mtervention of belief It
might be thought that, if he adds up columns of figures.
he believes the arithmetical rules which he employs
But that would be an crror, these rules are mere habits
-of his body, like thosc of a tennis player They were
acquired 1n youth, not from an intellectual belief that
they corresponded to the truth, but to please the
schoolmaster. just as a dog learns to sit on 1its hind
legs and beg for food I do not say that all education
s of this sort. but certamnly most learning of the three
R’s is.

If, however, our friend 1s a partner or director, he
may be called upon during his day to make difficult
-decisions of policy. In these decisions it 1s probable
that behef will play a part He beheves that some
things will go up and others will go down, that so-and-
so is a sound man, and such-and-such on the verge of
bankruptcy. On these beliefs he acts It is just
because he 1s called upon to act on beliefs rather thag
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mere habuts that he is considered such a much greater
man than a mere clerk, and is-able to get so much more
money—provided his beliefs are true.

In his home-life there will be much the same pro-
portion of occasions when belief 1s a cause of action,
At ordinary times, his behaviour to his wife and
children will be governed by habat, or by instinct modi-
fied by habit. On great occasions—when he proposes
marriage, when he decides what school to send his
son to, or when he finds reason to suspect his wife of
unfaithfulness—he cannot be guided wholly by habit
In proposing marriage, he may be guided by mere n-
stinct, or he may be influenced by the belief that the
lady is rich. If he is guided by instinct, he no doubt
believes that the lady possesses every virtue, and this
may seem to him to be a cause of his action, but in
fact 1t 15 merely another effect of the instinct which
alone suffices to account for his action In choosing
a school for his son, he probably proceeds in much the
samc way as in making difficult business decisions; here
belief usually plays an important part. If evidence
comes 1nto his possession showing that his wife has been
unfaithful, his behaviour 1s likely to be purely instinc-
tive, but the nstinct 1s set in operation by a belief,
which 1s the first cause of everything that follows.

Thus although beliefs are not directly responsible
for more than a smali part of our actions, the actions
for which they are responsible are among the most
important, and largely determine the general struc-
ture of our Iives. In particular, our religious and pol-
tical actions are associated with beliefs.

(2) T come now to our second question, which is
itsell twofold (a) how far are beliefs in fact based
upon evidence ® (b) how far is it possible or desirable
that they should be
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(a) The extent to which behefs are based upon
evidence is very must less than believers suppose. Take
the kind of action which is most nearly rational the
investment of monev by a rich City man. You will
often find that his view (say) on the question whether
the French franc will go up or down depends upon his
political sympathies, and yet is so strongly held that
he is prepared to risk money on it In bankruptces it
often appears that some sentimental factor was the
original cause of ruin  Political opimions are hardly
ever based upon evidence, except in the casc of cnil
servants, who are forbidden to give¢ utterance to them
There are of course exceptions 1In the tanff reform
controversy which began twenty-five years ago, most
manufacturers supported the side that would wncreasc
their own incomes, showing that their opmions were
really based on evidence, however little their utterances
would have led one to suppose so0 We¢ have here a com-
plication  Freudians have accustomed us to “rauon-
ahzing”, 1.e., the process of mnventing what seem to ow -
selves 1ational grounds for a decision o1 opmion that
is in fact quite irrational But there is, especially in
English-speaking countries, a converse process which
may be called “irrationalizing”. A shrewd man will
sum up, more or less subconsciously. the pros and cons
of a question from a selfish point of view. (Unselfish
considerations seldom weigh subconsciously except
where one’s children are concerned ) Having come
to a sound egoistic decision by the help of the uncon-
scious, 2 man proceeds to invent, or adopt from others,
a set of high-sounding phrases showing how he is pur-
suing the public good at immense personal sacrifice
Anybody who believes that these phrases give his real
reasons must suppose him quite incapable of judg-
ing evidence. since the supposed public good is not,
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gomg to result from his action. In this case a man
appears less rational than he is; what is still more
curious, the irrational part of him is conscious and the
rational part unconscious It is this trait in our
characters that has made the English and Americans
so successful.

Shrewdness, when it is genuine. belongs more to the
unconscious than to the conscious part of our nature.
It 15, I suppose, the man quality required for success
mn business. From a moral point of view, it is a
humble quality, since it is always selfish; yet 1t suffices
to keep men from the worse crimes. If the Germans
had had it, they would not have adopted the unhmited
submarme campaign. If the French had had it, they
would not have behaved as they did in the Ruhi. If
Napoleon had had it, hc would not have gone to war
again after the Treaty of Amiens It may be laid
down as a general rule to which there are few excep-
uons that, when people are mistaken as to what is to
their own interest, the course that they believe to be
wise is more harmful to others than the course that
really 1s wise Therefore anything that makes people
better judges of their own interest does good. There
arc mnumerable examples of men making fortunes be-
cause. on moral grounds, they did something which
they believed to be contrary to their own interests For
instance, among early Quakers there were a number
of shopkeepers who adopted the practice of asking no
more for their goods than thev were willing to accept,
instead of bargaining with each customer, as everybody
else did. They adopted this practice because they
held it to be a lie to ask more than they would take.
But the convenience to customers was so great that
everybody came to their shops, and they grew rich.
‘T forget where I read this, but if my memory serves
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me it was in some reliable source.) The same policy
might have been adopted from shrewdness, but
in fact no one was sufficiently shrewd. Qur uncon-
sciousness is more malevolent than it pays us to be;
therefore the people who do most completely what is
i fact to therr interest are those who deliberately, on
moral grounds, do what they believe to be against their
interest. Next to them come the people who try to
think out rationally and consciously what 1s to their
own interest, eliminating as far as possible the mnflu-
ence of passion. Third come the people who have in-
stinctive shrewdness. Last ot all come the people whose
malevolence overbalances their shrewdness, making
them pursue the ruin of others in ways that lead to
their own ruin. This last class embraces go per cent.
of the population of Europe.

I may seem to have digressed somewhat from my
topic, but it was necessary to disentangle unconscious
reason, which is called shrewdness, from the conscious
variety. The ordinary methods of education have prac-
tically no effect upon the unconscious, s6 that shrewd-
ness cannot be taught by our present technique. Moral-
1ty, also, except where 1t consists of mere habit, seems
mcapable of being taught by present methods; at any
rate I have never noticed any beneficent effect upon
those who are exposed to frequent exhortations. There-
fore on our present lines any deliberate improvement
must be brought about by intellectual means. We do
not know how to teach people to be shrewd or virtuous,
but we do know, within limits, how to teach them to be
rational: it is only necessary to reverse the practice
of education authorities mn every particular. We may
hereafter learn to create virtue by manipulating the
ductless glands and stimulating or restraining their
secretions. But for the present it is easier to create
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rationality than virtue—meaning by “rationality” a
scientific habit of mind in forecasting the effects of our
actions.

(b) This brings me to the question: How far could
or should men’s actions be rational ? Let us take
“should” first. There are very definite limits, to my
mind, within which rationality should be confined;
some of the most important departments of life are
ruined by the invasion of reason. Leibniz in His old
age told a correspondent that he had only onee asked
a lady to marry him, and that was when he was fifty.
“Fortunately,” he added, “‘the lady asked time to
constder. This gave me also time to consider, and I
withdrew the offer ” Doubtless his conduct was very
rational, but I cannot say that I admire it.

Shakespeare puts “the lunatic. the lover, and the
poet” together, as being ‘‘of imagination all compact”.
The problem is to keep the lover and the poet, without
the lunatic. I will give an illustration. In 1919 I
saw The Trojan Women acted at the Old Vic. There
is an unbearably pathetic scene where Astyanax is put
to death by the Greeks for fear he should grow up into
a second Hector. There was hardly a dry eye in the
theatre, and the audience found the cruelty of the
Greeks in the play hardly credible. Yet those very
people who wept were, at that very moment, practising
that very cruelty on a scale which the imagination of
Euripides could have never contemplated. They had
lately voted (most of them) for a Government which
prolonged the blockade of Germany after the armistice,
and imposed the blockade of Russia It was known
that these blockades caused the death of immense num-
bers of children, but it was felt desirable to diminish
the population of enemy countries: the children, like
Astyanax, might grow up to emulate their fathers.

3
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Euripides the poet awakened the lover in the imagin-
ation of the audience, but lover and poet were foi-
gotten at the door of the theatre, and the lunatic (mn
the shape of the homicidal maniac) controlled the
political actions of these men and women who thought
themselves kind and virtuous.

Is it possible to preserve the lover and the poet with-
out preserving the lunatic” In each of us, all three
exist in varying degrees. Are they so bound up to-
gether that when the one 1s brought under control the
others perish > I do not believe 1t I beheve there
is In each of us a certain cnergy which must find vent
n actions not inspired by reason. but may find vent n
art, in passionate love. or in passionate hate, accord-
ing to circumstances. Respectability, regularity, and
routine—the whole castairon dicipline of a modern
industrial society —have atrophied the artistic impulse
and imprisoned love so that it can no longer be gene:-
ous and free and creative, but must be either stuffy or
furtive. Control has been applied to the verv things
which should be free, while envy, cruelty., and hate
sprawl at large with the blessing of nearly the whole
bench of Bishops Ow mstinctive apparatus consists
of two parts—the one tending to further our own hfe
and that of ow descendants. the other tending to
thwart the lives of supposed rivals  The first includes
the joy of life, and love and art. which 1s psycholog-
cally an offshoot of love The second includes com-
petition, patnotism, and war Conventional morality
does everything to suppress the first and encourage the
second True moralhty would do the exact opposite
Our dealings with those whom we love may be safelv
left to instinct, it 1s omt dealings with those whom we
hate that ought to be biought under the dominion of
reason. In the modein world. those whom we effec-
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un ely hate are distant groups, especially foreign nations.
We conceive them abstractly, and deceive ourselves into
the belief that acts which are really embodiments of
hatred are done from love of justice or some such lofty
motive. Only a large measure of scepticism can teai
away thc veils which hide this truth from us. Having
achieved that, we could begin to build a new morality.
not based on envy and restriction, but on the wish for
a full hfe and the realization that other human beings
alre a help and not a hindrance when once the madness
of envy has been cured This 1s not a Utopian hope,
it was partially realized in Elizabethan England It
could be realized to-morrow if men would learn to
pursue their own happiness rather than the musery of
others This is no impossibly austere morality, yet 1ts
adoption would turn our earth into a paradise

From Sceptical Essays (1928)



THE UNIVERSITY

In previous chapters we have considered the educa-
tion in character and knowledge which, in a good social
system, should be open to everybody, except for serious
special reasons, such as a musical genius. (It would
have been unfortunate if Mozart had been obliged to
learn ordmnary school subjects up to the age of
eighteen )  But even in an ideal community there
would, I think, be many people who would not go to
the University. I am convinced that, at present, only
a minority of the population can profit by a scholastic
education prolonged to the age of twenty-one o1 twenty-
two. Certainly the idle rich who at present infest the
older universities very often derive no benefit from
them but merely contract habits of dissipation We
have therefore to ask on what principle we are to select
those who should go to the University. At present
they are in the main those whose parents can afford to
send them, though this principle of selection is being
increasingly modified by the scholarship system.
Obviously, the principle of selection ought to be educa-
tional, not financial A boy or girl of eighteen, who
has a good school education, is capable of doing useful
work 1f he or she 1s to be exempted for a further
period of three or four years, the community has a right
to expect that the time will be profitably employed.
But before deciding who is to go to the University,
we must have some view as to the function of the Uni-
versity in the life of the community.

British universities have passed through three
stages, of which, however, the second is not yet wholly
displaced by the third At first, they were traiung
colleges for the clergy, to whom, in the Middle Ages,
learning was almost wholly confined. Then, with the
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Renaissance the idea gained ground that every well-to~
do person ought to be educated, though women were
supposed to need less education than men. “The edu-
cation of a gentleman” was given at the universities
throughout the seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth
centuries, and is still given at Oxford. This ideal,
which was formerly very useful, is now out-of-date, it
depended upon aristocracy, and cannot flourish either
in a democracy or 1n an mdustrial plutocracy If there
is to be an aristociacy, 1t had better be composed of
educated gentlemen, hut it is better still to have no aris-
tocracy I need not aigue this question, since 1t was
decided in England by the Reform Bill and the repeal
of the Corn Laws, and in America by the War of In-
dependence It 1s true that we still have, in this
country, the forms of aristocracy, but the spirit 1s that
of plutocracy. which is quite a different thing Snob-
bery makes successful business men send their sons to
Oxford to be tmined into “gentlemen”, but the result
is to give them a distaste for business, which reduces
their children again to comparative poveity and the
need of earning a living. The “education of a gentle-
man” has therefore ceased to be an important part of
the life of the nation, and may be ignored in consider-
ing the future

The universities are thus reverting to a position
more analogous to that which they occupied in the
Middle Ages; they are becoming training schools for
the professions Barristers, clergymen, and medical
men have usually had a university education; so have
the first division of the civil service. An increasing
number of engmeers and technical workers in various
businesses are university men. As the world grows more
complicated and industry becomes scientific, an in-
creasing number of experts are required, and in the
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main they are supplied by the universities. Old-fashion-
ed people lament the intrusion of technical schools
into the haunts of pure learning, but it continues none-
theless, because 1t 1s demanded by plutocrats who caie
nothing for “culture”. It 1s they, much more than the
msurgent democracy, who are the enemies of pure
learning  “Useless™ learming, like “art for art’s sake™,
1S an aristocratic, not a plutocratic, 1deal, where 1t
lingers, 1t 1s because the Renaissance tradition is not
yet dead T reciet the decay of this ideal profoundly,
pure learning was one of the best things associated with
aristocracy  But the evils of anstocracy were so great
as easily to outweigh this merit In any case, indus-
trralism must kill aristocracv. whether we desire 1t or
not. We may as well make up our minds, therefore.
to save what we can by attaching 1t to new and more
potent conceptions, so long as we cling to mere tradi-
tion, we shall be fighting a losing battle

If pure learning is to survive as one of the purposes
of umversities, it will have 1o be brought into relation
with the life of the community as a whole, not only
with the refined delights of a few gentlemen of lewsurc.
I regard disinterested learning as a matter of great
importance, and I should wish to see 1ts place 1n acade-
mic hfe increased, not diminished. Both m England
and in America, the mamn force tending to 1ts diminu-
tion has been the desire to get endowments from igno-
rant millionaires. The cure lies in the creation of an
educated democracy, willing to spend public money on
objects which our captains of industry are unable to
appreciate. This is by no means impossible, but it
demands a general raising of the intellectual level. It
would be much facilitated if our learned men would
more frequently emancipate themselves from the atti-
tude of hangers-on of the rich, which they have in~
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herited from a time when patrons were their natural
source of livelthood It is, of course, possible to con-
found learning with learned men To take a purely
imaginary example, a learned man may improve his
financial position by teaching brewing instead of
organic chemustry, he gams, but learming suffers If
the learned man had a more genmne love for learning,
he would not be politically on the side of the brewer
who endows a professorship of brewmng And if he
were on the side of democracy, democracy would be
more ready to see the value of his learning For all
these reasons, 1 should wish to see learned bodies de-
pendent upon public money rather than upon the bene-
factions of 11ch men  This evil 15 greater in America
than 1n England. but 1t exists in England, and may
increase.

Leaving aside these political considerations, I shall
assume that universities exist for two purposes: on the
one hand. to tran men and women for certain profes-
sions; on the other hand. to pursue learning .nd re-
search without regard to immediate utility We shall
therefore wish to see at the universities those who are
going to practise these professions, and those who have
that special kind of ability which will enable them to
be valuable 1in learning and research. But this does not
decide, by 1itself, how we are to select the men and
women for the professions

At present, it is very difficult to enter upon such a
profession as law or medicine unless one’s parents have
a certain amount of monev, since the training is expen-
sive and earnings do not begin at once The conse-
quence is that the principle of selection is social and
hereditary. not fitness for the work. Takc medicine as
lustrative A community which wished to have its
doctoring dnne efficiently would select for medical
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training those young people who showed most keenness
and aptitude for the work. At present this principle is
applied partially, to select among those who can afford
the training; but it is quite probable that many of those
who would make the best doctors are too poor to take
the course. This involves a deplorable waste of talent.
Let us take another example of a somewhat different
kind. England is a very thickly populated country,
which imports most of its food. From a number of
points of view, but especially from that of safety in
war, it would be a boon if more of our food were pro-
duced at home. Yet no measures are taken to see that
our very limited area is efficiently cultivated. Farmers
are selected mainly by heredity: as a rule, they are the
sons of farmers. The others are men who have bought
farms, which implies some capital but not necessarily
any agricultural skill. It is known that Danish methods
of agriculture are more productive than ours, but no
steps are taken to cause our farmers to know about
them. We ought to insist that every person allowed to
cultivate more than a small holding should have a
diploma in scientific agriculture, just as we msist on a
motorist having a licence. The hereditary principle
has been abandoned in government, but 1t lingers in
many other departments of life. Wherever 1t exists,
it promotes the inefficiency to which it formerly led
in public affairs. We must replace it by two correla-
tive rules: first, that no one shall be allowed to under-
take important work without having acquired the
necessary skill; secondly, that this skill shall be taught
to the ablest of those who desire it, quite independent-
ly of their parents’ means. It is obvious that these two
rules would enormously increase efficiency.
University education should therefore be regarded
as a privilege for special ability, and those who possess
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the skill but no money shoiild be maintained at the pub-
lic expense during their course. No one should be ad-
mitted unless he satisfies the tests of ability, and no one
should be allowed to remamn unless he satisfies the
authorities that he is using his time to advantage. The
idea of the University as a place of leisure where rich
young men loaf for three or four years is dying, but,
like Charles 11, it is an unconscionable time about 1t.
When I say that a young man or woman at the
University should not be allowed to be idle, I must
hasten to add that the tests of work must not consist in
a mechanical conformty to system. In the newer
universities in this country, there is a regrettable tend-
ency to nsist upon attendance at innumerable lectures
The arguments in favour of individual work, which are
allowed to be strong m the case of infants in a Montes-
sori school, are very much stronger in the case of young
people of twenty, particularly when, as we are assum-
ing, they are keen and exceptionally able. When I
was an undergraduate, my feeling, and that of most of
my friends, was that lectures were a pure waste of
time. No doubt we exaggerated, but not much. The
real reason for lectures is that they are obvious work,
and therefore business men are willing to pay for them
If university teachers adopted the best methods, busi-
ness men would think them idle, and insist upon cut-
ting down the staff. Oxford and Cambridge, because
of their prestige, are to some extent able to apply the
right methods; but the newer universities are unable
to stand up against business men, and so are most
American universities. The teacher should, at the be-
ginning of the term, give a list of books to be read care-
fully, and a slight account of other books which some
may like and others not. He should set papers, which
.can only be answered by noticing the important points
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m the books mtelligently. He should see the pupils in-
dividually when they have done their papers. About
once a week or once a fortnight. he should see such as
care to come in the evening, and have desultory con-
versations about matter more o1 less connected with
their work All this 1s not very different fiom the
practice at the older umversies If a pupil chooses
to set himself a paper, different from that of the teacher
but equally difficult, he shall be at liberty to do so.
The industry of the pupils can be judged by their
papers

There 1s, however one pomnt of great importance.
Every umversity teacher should be himself engaged in
research, and should have sufficient leisure and energv
to know what is bemng done in his subject in all coun-
tries In university teaching, skill in pedagogy 1s no
longer important, what 1s mimportant 1s knowledge of
one’s subject and keenness about what 15 being done
m 1t This is impossible for a man who 1s overnworked
and nervously exhausted by teaching His object is
likely to become distastetul to him, and his knowledge
1s almost sure to be confined to what he learnt in youth.
Every umversity teacher ought to have a Sabbatical
year (one i every seven) to he spent in foreign uni-
versities or m otherwise acquiring knowledge of what
1s being done abroad This is common in America.
but European countries have too much intellectual
pride to admit that it is necessarv  In this they are
quite mistaken. Then men who taught me mathe-
matics at Cambridge were almost wholly untouched by
the Continental mathematics of the previous twenty or
thirty years; throughout my undergraduate time, I
never heard the name of Weierstrass It was only by
subsequent travel that I came in contact with modern
mathematics. This was no raie or exceptional cir-
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cumstance Of many umiversitiis at many periods
similar things could be said

There 1s 1n universitics a certain opposition between
those who care most for teaching and those who care
most for research This 1s almost entirely due to a
wrong conception of teaching, and to the presence of
a number of students whose industiy and capacity are
below the level which ought to be exacted as a condi-
tion of resitdence The 1dea of the old-fashioned school-
master peisists to some extent at universities  There 15
a desire to have a good moral cffect on students, and a
wish to drill them n old-fashioned, worthless informa-
tion, largelv known to be false. but supposed to be
morally elevating  Students ought not to be exhorted
to work, but they should not be allowed to remaimn if
they are tound to be wasting their time, whether from
idleness or fiom lack of abihty The only morahty
which can be profitablv exacted 1s that of woik, the
rest belongs to eatlier vears  And the morality of work
should be exacted by sending away those who do not
possess 1t, since evidently thev had better be otherwise
cmployed A teacher should not be expected to work
long hours at teaching, and should have abundant
leisure for research, but he should be expected to
employ this leisure wisely

Research 1s at least as important as education, when
we are consideiing the functions of universities in the
hfe of mankind New knowledge 1s the chief cause of
progress, and without 1t the world would soon hecome
stationary It could continue, for a time, to improve
by the diffusion and wider use of existing knowledge
but this process by itself. could not last long And
even the pursuit of knowledge, if it is utilitaran, 1s
not self-sustaining Ultihtarian knowledge needs to
be fructified by disinterested investigation. which has
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no motive beyond the desire to understand the world
better. All the great advances are at first purely
theoretical, and are only afterwards found to be cap-
able of practical applications. And even if some
splendid theory never has any practical use, it remains
of value on its own account; for the understanding of
the world is one of the ultimate goods. If science and
organization had succeeded in satisfying the needs of
the body and in abolishing cruelty and war, the pursuit
of knowledge and beauty would remain to exercise our
love of strenuous creation. I should not wish the poet,
the painter, the composer, or the mathematician to be
preoccupied with some remote effect of his activities
in the world of practice. He should be occupied,
rather, in the pursuit of a vision, in capturing and giving
permanence to something which he has first seen dimly
for a2 moment which he has loved with such ardour
that the joys of this world have grown pale by compari-
son All great art and all great science springs from
the passionate desire to embody what was at first an
unsubstantial phantom, a beckoning beauty luring
men away from safety and ease to a glorious torment.
The men in whom this passion exists must not be
fettered by the shackles of a utilitarian philosophy, for
to their ardour we owe all that makes man great

From On Education
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That education is desirabie is the opinion of all
modern civilized States, but is, nevertheless, a proposi-
tion which has at all times been disputed by some men
whose judgment commands respect. Those who oppose
education do so on the ground that it cannot achieve
its professed objects. Before we can adequately
examine their opinion, we must, therefore, decide what
it is that we should wish education to accomplish 1f
possible: on this question there are as many divergent
views as there are conceptions of human welfare But
there is one great temperamental cleavage which goes
deeper than any of the other controversies, and that 1s
the cleavage between those who consider education
primarily in relation to the individual psyche, and those
who consider 1t in relation to the community

Assuming that education should do something to
afford a tramning and not merely to prevent impedi-
ments to growth, the question arises whether education
should train good individuals or good citizens It may
be said, and it would be said by any person of Hege-
han tendencies, that there can be no antithesis between
the good citizen and the good individval. The good
individual 1s he who ministers to the good of the whole,
and the good of the whole is a pattern made up of the
good of individuals. As an ultimate metaphysical’
truth I am not prepared either to combat or to sup-
port this thesis, but in practical daily life the education
which results fiom regarding a child as an individual
1s very different from that which results from regard-
ing him as a future citizen The cultivation of the in-
dividual mind is not, on the face of it, the same thing
as the production of a useful citizen, Goethe, for
¢xample. was a less useful citizen than James Watt.
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but as an individual must be reckoned superior. There
1s such a thing as the good of the individual as distinct
from a little fraction of the good of the community
Different people have different conceptions of what
«constitutes the good of the individual, and I have no
wish to argue with those who takc a view different
from my own. But whatever view may be taken, it 1s
.difficult to deny that the cultivation of the individual
and the traming of the aitizen are different things

What constitutes the good of the individual ? T will
try to give my own answer without 1n any way suggest-
ing that others should agree with me

First and foremost. the individual, hke Leibrnuzs
monads, should minor the world Why? I cannot
say why, except that knowledge and comprehensive-
ness appear to me glorious attributes, 1n virtue of which
I prefer Newton to an oyster The man who holds
concentrated and sparkling within his own mind, as
within a camera obscura, the depths of space, the evolu-
tion of the sun and planets. the geological ages of the
earth, and the brief history of humanity. appears to
me to be domng what 1s distinctively human and what
adds most to the diversified spectacle of nature. I
would not abate this view even if 1t should prove, as
much of modern phvsics seems to suggest, that the
depths of space and the “dark backward and abysm
-of time” were only coefficients 1n the mathematician s
.equations  For in that case man becomes even more
remarkable as the mventor of the starry heavens and
the ages of cosmic antiquity what he loses m know-
ledge he gains 1n imagination

But while the cogmitive part of man 1s the basis of
his excellence, 1t is far from being the whole of 1t It
1s not enough to mirror the world It should be mir-
rored with emotion. a specific emotion appropriate to
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the object, and a general joy in the mere act of know-
ing. But knowing and feeling together are still not
enough for the complete human being. In this world
of flux men bear their part as causes of change, and in
the consciousness of themselves as causes they exercise
will and become aware of power. Knowledge, emo-
tion. and power, all these should be widened to thc
utmost m seeking the perfection of the human being.
Power, Wisdom, and Love, according to traditional
theology, are the respective attributes of the Three
Persons of the Trinity, and n this respect at any 1ate
man made God in his own image.

In this we are thinking of man as an individual We
are considering im as he has been considered by Bud-
dhists, Stoics, Christian saints, and all mystics The
clements of knowledge and emotion in the perfect indi-
vidual as we have been portraying him are not essen-
nally social It is only through the will and through
the exercise of power that the individual whom we
have been 1imagimng becomes an effective member of
the commumty. And even so the only place which the
will, as such, can give to a man is that of dictator. The
will of the individual considered in isolation 1s the god-
like will which says “let such things be”” The attitude
of the citizen 1s a very different one. He 1s aware that
his will is not the only one 1n the world, and he is con-
cerned, in one way or another, to bring harmony out
of the conflicting wills that exist within his commumty
The individual as such is self-subsistent, while the
ciizen is essentially circumscribed by his neighbours
With the exception of Robinson Crusoe we are of
course all mn fact citizens, and education must take
account of this fact. But 1t may be held that we shall
ultimately be better citizens if we are first aware of

.our all potentialities as individuals hefore we descend
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to the compromises and practical acquiescences of the
political life. The fundamental characteristic of the
citizen 1s that he co-operates, in intention if not in
fact. Now the man who wishes to co-operate, unless
he is one of exceptional powers, will look about for some
ready-made purpose with which to co-operate. Only
a man of very exceptional greatness can conceive in
solitude a purpose in which it would be well for men
to co-operate, and having conceived it can persuade
men to follow him. There have been such men.
Pythagoras thought it well to study geometry, for
which every schoolboy to this day has tcason to curse
him. But this solitary and creative form of citizen-
ship is rare, and is not likely to be produced by an edu-
cation designed for the training of citizens. Caitizens
as conceived by governments are persons who admire
the status quo and are prepared to exert themselves
for its preservation. Oddly enough, while all govern-
ments aim at producing men of this type to the exclu-
sion of all other types, their heroes in the past are of
exactly the sort that they aim at preventing in the
present. Americans admire George Washington and
Jefferson, but imprison those who share their political
opinions. The English admire Boadicea, whom they
would treat exactly as the Romans did if she were to
appear in modern India. All the Western nations
admire Christ, who would certainly be suspect to Scot-
land Yard if He lived now, and would be refused
American citizenship on account of His unwillingness
to bear arms This illustrates the ways in which
citizenship as an ideal is inadequate. for as an ideal
1t involves an absence of creativeness, and a willing-
ness to acquiesce in the powers that be, whether oli-
garchic or democratic, which is contrary to what is
characteristic of the greatest men, and tends, if over-
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emphasized, to prevent ordinary men from attaiming
the greatness of which they are capable.

I do not mean to be understood as an advocate of
rebellion. Rebellion in itself is no better than acquies-
cence 1 itself, since it is equally determined by rela-
tion to what is outside ourselves rather than by a purely
personal judgment of value. Whether rebellion is to
be praised or deprecated depends upon that against
which a person rebels, but there should be the possibil-
ity of rebellion on occasion, and not only a blind ac-
quiescence produced by a rigid education in conform-
ity. And what 1s perhaps more important than either
rebellion or acquiescence, there should be the capacity
to strike out a wholly new hne, as was done by Pytha-
goras when he mvented the study of geometry.

The issue between citizenship and individuality 1s
important in education, 1mn politics, 1n ethics, and n
metaphysics. In education it has a comparatively
simple practical aspect, which can bc to some
degree considered apart from the theoretical
issue. The education of the young of a whole com-
mumty 1s an expensive busmess, which, in the main, is
bound to fall to the lot of the State. The only other
organization sufficiently interested in forming the minds
of the young to have any really important share in
education is the Church. The purpose of the State is,
of course, to train citizens For certain historical
reasons, this purpose is as vet considerably mitigated
by tradition  In the Middle Ages education meant the
education of the priest. From the Renaissance until
recent times it meant the education of a gentleman.
Under the influence of snobbish democracy, it has
come to mean an education which makes a man seem
like a gentleman. Many things of little utility to the
gitizen as such are taught in schools, with a view to

4
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making the scholars genteel. Other elements in edu-
cation remain from the ecclesiastical tradition of the
Middle Ages, of which the purpose was to enable a
man to apprehend the ways of God. Gentility and
godliness are attributes of the individual rather than of
the citizen. The Christian religion as a whole 1s a re-
ligion of the individual, owing to the fact that 1t arose
among men destitute of political power It is con-
cerned primanly with the relation of the soul to God;
and while it considers the relation of a man to his neigh-
bour, it considers it as resulting from the man’s own
emotions, not from laws and social mstitutions.

The political element in Christianity, as it exists at
the present day, came in with Constantine. Before his
day it was the Chnstian’s duty to disobey the State,
while since his day it has, as a rule and in the main,
been the Christian’s duty to obey the State  The anar-
chic origin of Christianity has, however, left a leaven
which has led, throughout its history, to revivals of the
primitive attitude of disobedience. The Cathari, the
Albigenses, the Spintual Franciscans, all n their various
ways rejected authority in favour of the mmner hight.
Protestantism began in a revolt against authorty, and
has never found any logical justification for such exer-
cise of theological jurisdiction as it has been inclined
to claim after it had acquired control of the govern-
ment. Consequently, Protestantism has been driven
by an inner logic to the acceptance of religious tolera-
tion, a view which Catholcism has never adopted in
theory, and has only accepted in practice for reasons of
temporary convenience. In this, Catholicism repre-
sents the tradition of the Roman Emperor, while Pro-
testantism has reverted to the individualism of the
Apostles and the Early Fathers.

Religions may be divided into those that are politi-
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cal and those that concern the individual soul. Con-
fucianism is a political religion. Confucius, as he wan-
dered from court to court, became concerned essential-
ly with the problem of government, and with the in-
stiling of such virtues as to make good government
easy. Buddhism, on the contrary, m spite of the fact
that in its early days it was the religion of princes, is
essentially non-political. I do not mean that it has
always remained so. In Tibet 1t 1s as political as the
papacy, and 1n Japan I have met high Buddhist digm-
tartes who reminded me of English archdeacons.
Nevertheless, the Buddhist, in s more religious
moments, considers himself essentially as a solitary
being. Islam, on the contrary, was from its very be-
ginning a political religion Mahomet made himself a
ruler of men, and the Caliphs who succeeded him re-
mained so until the conclusion of the Great War. It
is typical of the difference between Islam and Chris-
tianity that the Caliph combined within himself both
temporal and spintual authority, which to a Maho-
metan are not distinct; whereas Christianity, by its
non-political character, was led to create two rival poli-
ticians, namely, the Pope and the Emperor, of whom
the former based his claims to temporal power upon
the unimportance of secular rule. Communism, as
it has developed in Russia, 1s a political religion ana;
logous to Islam. It is, however, unavoidably influenc-
ed by Byzantine tradition; and there is a possibility
that the Communist party may take the place of the
Church, leaving the secular government to that degree
of independence of ecclesiastical authority which it
possessed before the Revolution. 1In this, as in other
matters, Russia is divided between an Eastern and a
Western mentality. In so far as Russia is Asiatic, the
Commurust party takes the place of the Caliphate;
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while in so far as Russia is European, the Communist
party takes the place of the Church.

The purpose of this bird’s-eye view of the history
of religions has been to suggest that the elements in
current education which are concerned with mdividual
culture are, in the main, products of tradition, and are
likely to be more and more replaced by education in
citizenship  Education in citizenship, if it 1s wise, can
retain what was best in individual culture. But if 1t
is in any way shortsighted, it will stunt the individual
in order to make him a convenient tool of government.
It is therefore important to realize the dangers in-
herent m the 1deals of citizenship when narrowly con-
ceived Those who institute State systems of educa-
tion will cause men to deteriorate, even as citizens, if
they take a narrow view of what constitutes a good
citizen. Only men of wide individual culture are cap-
able of appreciating what individual culture has to
contribute to citizenship. Unfortunately, in the pre-
sent day, such men tend to be replaced more and more
by men of executive abuility, or by mere politicians who
must .be rewarded for their services.

An education of which the purpose 1s to make good
citizens has two very different forms, according as 1t 1s
directed to the support or to the overthrow of the exist-
ing system. It might be supposed, in view of the
importance of the State mn education, that education
would be almost always directed to the support of the
status quo  This however, 1s not the case. Except 1n
Russia, the influence of religion and of the middle class
is sufficiently strong to cause a very large part of edu-
cation to remain reactionary wherever Socialists have
acquired power. On the other hand, before the
French Revolution, and again before the Russian
Revolution, education, while not widespread, was in:
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the main anti-governmental. In the more back-
ward parts of the United States at the present day there
is a similar tendency. State Universities tend to teach,
more or less unintentionally, doctrines which are re-
pugnant to the ignorant farmers who pay the taxes on
which the Umwversities live.  The farmers, not un-
naturally, think that those who pay the piper should
call the tune, but when they cannot understand the
piper, or know what tune he is playing, they find this a
httle difficult But in spite of these exceptions, edu-
cation 1n the modern world tends to be a reactionary
force, supporting the government when 1t 1s conserva-
tive, and opposing when 1t 1s progressive. Unfortu-
nately, also, the elements of good citizenship which are
emphasized m schools and Universities are the worst
elements and not the best. What 1s emphasized most
of all is patriotism in a somewhat militant form- that
is to say. a narrow devotion to the persons living in a
certamn area, as opposed to those lving elsewhere,
and willingness to further the interests of the persons in
the chosen area by the use of military force ~With re-
gard to the nternal affairs, citizenship, as gen-
erally taught, perpetuates traditional injustices. The
great majority of well-to-do young men, for exampile,
felt patriotic during the General Strike when they acted
as blacklegs. Hardly any of them had been so edu-
cated as to be able to concewve the case in favour of
the strikers Wherever an injustice exists, 1t is pos-
sible to mvoke the ideal of legality and constitutional-
ity in its support. Educators in every country except
Russia tend to be constitutionally timid, and, either by |
their income or by their snobbery, to be adherents of
the nch  On both grounds their teaching tends to
over-emphasize the importance of the law and the con-
sstitution, although these give the past-a paralysing hold



34 SELECTIONS FROM BERTRAND RUSSELL

over the present. By reaction against this over-
emphasis, those who desire any radical improvement
in the world are compelled to be revolutionary, and the
revolutionary’s conception of duty to the community
is liable to be just as narrow, and in the long run just
as dangerous, as that of the advocate of law and order.

There are, however, certain respects in which the
advocate of change is likely to give better education
than the advocate of the status quo. Amnmal habat is
sufficient by itself to make a man like the old ways,
just as it makes a horse like to turn down a road which
it usually turns down. None of the higher mental pro-
cesses are required for conservatism. The advocate of
change, on the contrary, must have a certain degree of
imagination in order to be able to concewve of any-
thing different from what exists. He must also have
some power of judging the present from the standpoint
of values, and, since he cannot well be unaware that
the status quo has its advocates, he must realize that
there are at least two views which are possible for a
sane human being. Moreover, he 1s not obliged to
close his sympathies against the wvictims of existing
cruelties, or to mvent elaborate reasons to prove that
easily preventable sufferings ought not to be prevented.
Both intelligence and sympathy, therefore, tend to be
less repressed by an education hostile to the status quo
than by one which is friendly to it.

To this, however, there are certain hmitations Hos-
tillity to the status quo may be derived from either of
two sources. it may spring from sympathy with the
unfortunate or from hatred of the fortunate. If it
springs from the latter, it involves just as much limi-
tation of sympathy as is involved in conservatism. Many
revolutionaries in their day-dreams are not so much
concerned with the happiness that 1s to come to the
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common people as with the vengeance that they will
be able to wreak upon the insolent holders of power
from whom they are suffering in the present. On the
intellectual side, again, there is a tendency for advo-
cates of change to organize themselves mto groups,
welded together by a narrow orthodoxy, hating heresy,
and viewing it as moral treachery in favour of prosper-
ous sinners. Orthodoxy is the grave of intelligence,
no matter what orthodoxy it may be. And in this res-
pect the orthodoxy of the radical is no better than that
of the reactionary.

One of the most important ways i which indivi-
dual culture conflicts with the education of the citizen,
narrowly conceived, 1s in respect of the scientific atti-
tude towards doubtful questions. Science has develop-
ed a certain technique, which is essentially a techmque
of discovery, that is to say, of change. The scientific
frame of mind is, broadly speaking, that which facili-
tates discovery, not that which causes a man to have
an unwavering belief in the present tenets of science.
A well-educated citizen is likely to be incapable of dis-
covery, since he will respect his elders and betters,
reverence the great men of the past generation, and
look with horror upon all subversive doctrines. The
modern State, which is built upon science, 1s therefore
ina dlﬂ‘iculty Some States prefer unorthodox people _
who mvent new explosives, others prefer that their
young men should be orthodox, and should carry on the
great traditions of the past. The Byzantines, when
they could have purchased the help of the West by a
few theological concessions, choge instead to preserve
their orthodoxy, and suffered defeat at the hands of
the Turk. Similarly, the British Admuiralty, when faced
with the terrible alternative of either listening to sub-
‘versive young men or becoming obsolete through ad-
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miration of Nelson, prefers the latter alternative, what-
ever sufferings may be entailed by its reverence for the
great traditions of our ancestors. So at least 1t 1s said
by those who should know.

It 1s one of the contradictions of our time that
science, which is the source of power, and more parti-
cularly of governmental power, depends for its ad-
vancement upon an essentially anarchic state of mind
in the investigator The scientific state of mind 1s
neither sceptical nor dogmatic. The sceptic holds
that the truth is undiscoverable, while the dogmatist
holds that 1t is already discovered. The man of science
holds that the truth is discoverable though not dis-
covered, at any rate in thc matters which he is investi-
gating. But even to say that the truth 1s discoverable
1s to say rather more than the genuine man of science
believes, smce he does not conceive his discoveries as
final and absolute, but as approximations subject to
future correction. Absence of finality 1s of the essence
of the scientific spirit The beliefs of the man of
science are therefore tentative and undogmatic But
in so far as they result from his own researches, they are
personal, not social. They depend, that is to say, upon
what he himself has ascertained by observation and
inference, not upon what society considers 1t prudent
for the good citizen to believe. This conflict between
the scientific spirit and the governmental use of science
is hkely ultimately to bring scientific progress to a
standstill, since scientific technique will be increasingly
used to instil orthodoxy and credulity. If this is not to
happen, it will be necessary that boys showing a cer-
tain degree of aptitude for science shall be exempted
from the usual tramning in citizenship, and given a
licence to think. Persons reaching a certain level in
examinations will.be allowed to place after their names
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the letters L.T., meaning “Licensed to think”. Such
persons shall thereafter never be disqualified from any
post on the gréund that they think their superiors fools.

Speaking more eerlously, the whole conception of
truth 15 one which is difficult to reconcile with the
usual ideals of cmzenshlp It may, of course, be said,
as is said by pragmatists, that the conception of truth
in 1ts traditional form has no valdity, and that the
truth is only what it 1s convenient to believe If this
be the case, truth can be determined by Act of Parlia-
ment Leigh Hunt found 1t to be inconvenient to
believe that the Prince Regent was fat, since this
opmion caused him to be incarcerated. It follows
that the Prince Regent was thin. = It 1s difficult 1n such
a case as this to accept the pragmatist’s philosophy.
One can hardly resist the conviction that there is some-
thing objectively and ahsolutely true about the proposi-
tion that the Prince Regent was fat. I can, of course,
mmagine a large number of arguments designed to
escape from this conclusion The word “fat” 1s a re-
lative term I remember that when the late Master
of Christ’s, by no means a small man, found himself
at dinner between two of the most eminent writers of
our tume, he remarked that he ‘was having the unusual
experience of fechng thin. Compaled to some prize
pigs the Prince Regent may have been thin. There-_
fore, 1n order to make Leigh Hunt’s statement accuraté,
it would be necessarv to say that the Prince Regent
belonged to the fattest one per cent of adult males, or
JSome such statement as that. It would be possible to
say: “the ratio of the Prince Regent’s weight to His
Highness’s height exceeds that of all but one per cent.
of His Majesty’s adult male subjects”. This state-
ment might, of course, be on the margin of doubt, but
‘if so 1t could be made quite certainly: correct by substi-
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tuting two per cent. for one per cent. It cannot be
seriously maintamed that such a proposition 1s true
because it is convenient to believe it, or becomes false
through the fact that it is criminal to utter it. I have
chosen an instance from a time more than a hundred
years since, and one which no longer arouses political
passion. But analogous matters of fact are at the
present day of interest to governments, and there are
still many propositions which no person of scientific
mind can deny, but which no person who wishes to
keep out of jail will utter. All the governments of the
world adopt elaborate methods of concealing truths
which they consider undesihable, and nflict various
forms of penalty upon those who spread knowledge
which is thought bad for the population. This applies
especially to knowledge of the kind which 1s consider-
ed seditious, and the kind which 1s considered obscene.
I shall not give instances, since, if I did, I should my-
self fall under the ban of the law.

For the reasons which we have been considering,
education in citizenship has grave dangers. Neverthe-
less, the argument mn favour of some education de-
signed to produce social cohesion 1s overwhelming.

The amenities of civihzed Iife depend upon co-
operation, and every increase in industrialism demands
an increase in co-operation. China, for example, has
all the requisites for prosperity and hlgh culture, except
the existence of a strong centralised government Latin
Amenca, even since 1t emancipated 1tself from Spain
and Portugal, has been kept backward by the anarchic,
tendencies of 1its inhabitants. There 1s some evidence
that the United States 1s preparing to follow the
example of Latin Amenca. Certamnly the greatest
danger from which the United States suffers at the pre-
sent time is the absence of any vivid sense of citizen-
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ship on the part of a large proportion of its inhabit-
ants. This cannot be attributed to any failure to
emphasize citizenship mn education; on the con-
trary, the whole educational machine 1n America, from
the public schdols to the Universities, is concerned to
emphasize citizenship, and to impress its duties upon
the youthful mind. In spite of this educational effort,
the average American, owing either to the pioneering
tradition or to the fact that his recent ancestors were
Europeans, does not have that instinctive sense of the
community which exists in the older countnies of
Europe. And unless he acquires it there 1s a danger
that the whole industrial system may break down.
Apart from national cohesion within the State,
which is all that State education attempts to achieve at
present, international cohesion, and a sense of the
whole human race as one co-operative unit, is becoming
increasingly necessary if our scientific cvilization is to
survive. I think this survival will demand, as a mini-
mum condition, the establishment of a world State and
the subsequent institution of a world-wide system of
education designed to produce loyalty to the world
State. No doubt such a system of education will
entail, at any rate for a century or two, certain crudi-
ties which will militate agamnst the development of the
individual. But if the alternative is chaos and the
death of civilization, the price will be worth paying.
Modern communities are more closely knut than those
of past times 1n their economic and political structure;
and if they are to be successful there must be a cor-
responding increase m the sense of citizenship on the
part of individual men and women. Loyalty to a
world State would not, of course, entail the worst
;eature of loyalty to one of the existing States, namely,
the encouragement of war  But it might entail consi-
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derable curtailment of the intellectual and of the
esthetic impulses. I think. nevertheless, that the most
vital need of the near future will be the cultivation of
a vivid sense of citizenship of the world. When once
the world as a single economic and political unut has
become secure, 1t will be possible for individual culture
to revive. But untl that time our whole civihzation
remamns 1n jeopardy. Considered sub specie aetermi-
tatis, the education of the individual 1s to my mind a
finer thing than the education of the citizen, but con-
sidered politically. 1n relation to the needs of the time,
the education of the citizen must, I fear, take the first

place
From Education and the Social Order



THE PLACE OF SCIENCE IN A LIBERAL
EDUCATION

I

Science, to the ordinary reader of newspapers, is
represented by a varying selection of sensational
triumphs, such as wireless telegraphy and aeroplanes,
radio-activity and the marvels of modern alchemy. It
is not of this aspect of science that I wish to speak.
Science, 1n this aspect, consists of detached up-to-date
fragments, mteresting only until they are replaced by
something newer and more up-to-date, displaying
nothing of the systems of patiently constructed know-
ledge out of which, almost as a casual incident, have
come the practically useful results which interest the
man 1 the street 'The increased command over the
forces of nature which 1s derived from science 1s un-
doubtedly an amply sufficient reason for encouragimng
scientific research, but this reason has been so often
urged and is so easily appreciated that other reasons,
to my mind quite as important, are apt to be over-
looked. It 1s with these other reasons, especially with
the intrinsic value of a scientific habit of mind in form-
ing our outlook on the world, that I shall be concerned
in what follows.

The instance of wireless telegraphy will serve to~
illustrate the difference between the two points of view.
Almost all the serious mtellectual labour required for
the possibility of this invention 1s due to three men—
Faraday, Maxwell, and Hertz. In alternating layers of
experiment and theory these three men built up the
modern theory of electromagnetism, and demonstrat-
ed the identity of light with electromagnetic waves.
The system which they discovered is.one of profound
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intellectual interest, bringing together and unifying
an endless variety of apparently detached phenomena,
and displaying a cumulative mental power which can-
not but afford delight to every generous spirit. The
mechamical details which remamed to be adjusted in
order to utilise their discovenes for a practical system
of telegraphy demanded, no doubt. very considerable
ingenuity, but had not that broad sweep and that uni-
versality which could give them intrninsic interest as an
object of disinterested contemplation.

From the pomnt of view of training the mind, of
giving that well-informed, impersonal outlook which
constitutes culture m the good sense of this much-
misused word, it seems to be generally held indisput-
able that a literary education is superior to one based
on science. Even the warmest advocates of science
are apt to rest their claims on the contention that cul-
ture ought to be sacrificed to utility. Those men of
science who respect culture, when they associate with
men learned in the classics, are apt to admit, not mere-
ly politely, but sincerely, a certain inferiority on their
side, compensated doubtless by the services which
scienc¢e renders to humamty. but nonetheless real. And
so long as this attitude exists among men of science, it
tends to verify itself. the intrinsically valuable aspects
of science tend to be sacrificed to the merely useful,
and little attempt is made to preserve that leisurely,
systematic survey by which the finer quality of mind
is formed and nourished.

But even if there be, in present fact, any such infe-
riority as is supposed in the educational value of science,
this is, I believe, not the fault of science itself, but the
fault of the spirit in which science is taught. If its
full possibilities were realised by those who teach it,
I believe that its.capacity of producing those habits okf
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mind which constitute the highest mental excellence
would be at least as great as that of literature, and
more particularly of Greek and Latin Iiterature. In
saying this I have no wish whatever to disparage a
classical education. I have not myself enjoyed its
benefits, and my knowledge of Greek and Latn
authors is derived almost wholly from translations.
But I am firmly persuaded that the Greeks fully de-
serve all the admiration that is bestowed upon them,
and that 1t is a very great and serious loss to be un-
acquamted with therr writngs. It i1s not by attack-
ing them, but by drawing attention to neglected excel-
lences in science, that I wish to conduct my argument.

One defect, however, does seem inherent in a purely
classical education—namely, a too exclusive emphasis
on the past. By the study of what is absolutely ended
and can never be renewed, a habit of crticism to-
wards the present and the future is engendered. The
qualities 1n which the present excels are qualities to
which the study of the past does not direct attention,
and to which, therefore, the student of Greek civilisa-
tion may easily become blind. In what is new and
growing there is apt to be something crude, insolent,
even a little vulgar, which is shocking to the man of
sensitive taste; quivering from the rough contact, he re-
tires to the trim gardens of a polished past, forgetting_
that they were reclaimed from the wilderness by men
as rough and earth-soiled as those from whom he
shrinks in his own day. The habit of being unable
to recognise merit until it is dead is too apt to be the
result of a purely bookish life, and a culture based
wholly on the past will seldom be able to pierce through
everyday surroundings to the essential splendour of con-
temporary things, or to the hope of still greater
'splendour in the future. .
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“My eyes saw not the men of old;

And now their age away has rolled.

I weep—to think I shall not see

The heroes of posterity ”
So says the Chinese poet; but such impartiality 1s rare
in the more pugnacious atmosphcre of the West.
where the champions of past and future fight a never-
ending battle, instead of combming to seek out the
merits of both

This consideration, which mihtates not only against
the exclusive study of the classics, but agamnst every
form of culture which has become static, traditional,
and academic, leads mewitably to the fundamental
question® What 1s the true end of education” But
before attempting to answer this question 1t will be
well to define the sense in which we are to use the
word “education”. For this purpose I shall distin-
guish the sense in which I mean to use it from two
others. both peifectly legitimate, the one broader and
the other narrower than the sense in which I mean to
use the word.

In the broader sense, education will include not
only what we learn through instruction, but all that
we learn through personal experience—the formation
of character through the education of life Of this
~aspect of education, vitally important as it 1s, I will
say nothing, since its consideration would introduce
topics quite foreign to the question with which we are
concerned.

In the narrower sense, education may be confined
to instruction, the imparting of definite information on
various subjects, because such information, in and for
itself, is useful in daily life. Elementary education—
readmg, writing and arithmetic—is almost wholly of
this kind. But instruction, necessary as 1t is, does not
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per se constitute education, in the sense in which I
wish to consider it.

Education, in the sense in which I mean 1t, may be
defined as the formation, by means of instruction, of
certain mental habits and a certain outlook on life
and the world. It remans to ask ourselves, what men-
tal habits, and what sort of outlook, can be hoped for
as the result of instruction 7 When we have answered
this question we can attempt to decide what science
has to contribute to the formation of habits and out-
look which we desire

Our whole life is built about a certain number-—not
a very small number—of primary instincts and im-
pulses Only what is In some way connected with
these instincts and impulses appears to us desirable
or important, there is no faculty, whether “reason” or
“virtue” or whatever it may be called, that can take
our active life and our hopes and fears outside the re-
gion controlled by these first movers ot all desirc Each
of them is hke a queen-bee, aided by a hive of workers
gathering honey, but when the queen s gone the
workers languish and die, and the cells remain empty
of their expected sweetness. So with each primary
mmpulse in civilised man. it is surrounded and protect-
ed by a busy swarm of attendant derivative desires.
which store up in 1ts service whatever honey the sur-«
rounding world affords. But if the queen-impulse
dies, the death-dealing influence, though retarded a
little by habit, spreads slowly through all the substdiary
mmpulses, and a whole tract of life becomes inexph-
cably colourless. What was formerly full of zest, and
so obviously worth deing that it raised no quest:ons.
has now grown dreary and purposeless* with a sense of
disillusion we inquire the meaning of life, and decide.
perhaps that all is vanity The search for an outside

5
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meaning that can compel an mmner response must
always be disappointed: all “meaning” must be at
bottom related to our primary desires, and when they
are extinct no muracle can restore to the world the
value which they reflected upon it.

The purpose of education, therefore, cannot be to
create any primary impulse which 1s lacking mn the
uneducated, the purpose can only be to enlarge the
scope of those that human nature provides, by mcreas-
ing the number and variety of attendant thoughts, and
by showing where the most permanent satisfaction is
to be found. Undey the impulse of a Calvimstic horror
of the “natural man’, this obvious truth has been too
often misconceived mm the traming of the young.
“nature” has been falsely regarded as excluding all
that is best in what is natural. and the endeavour to
teach virtue has led to the production of stunted and
contorted hypocrites mstead of full-grown human
beings. From such mistakes in education a better psy-
chology or a kinder heart 1s beginming to preserve thc
present generation; we need, therefore, waste no moic
words on the theory that the purpose of education w
to thwart or eradicate nature

But although nature must supply the initial force
of desire. nature 1s not, in the civibised man, the spas-
modic. fragmentary. and vet violent set of impulses
that it 15 in the savage Each impulse has 1its consti-
tutional mmstrv of thought and knowledge and reflec-
tion, through which possible conflicts of impulses are
foreseen, and temporary mmpulses are controlled by
the unifving impulse which may be called wisdom
In this way education destroys the crudity of instinct.
and increases through knowledge the wealth and
variety of the individual’s contacts with the outside
world. making him no longer an isolated fighting um,
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but a citzen of the umiverse, embracing distaut coun-
tres remote regions of space. and vast stretches of
past and future within the circle of his interests. It
is this ssmultaneous softening in the insistence of desire
and enlaigement of jts scope that is the chief moral
«nd of education

Closely connected with this moral end 15 the more
purely intellectual aim of education, the endeavour to
mahe us see and imagmne the world in an objective
manner as far as possible a< 1t i 1n 1tself. and not mere-
Iy through the distorting medium of personal desive.
The complete attainment of such an objectine view s
no doubt an ideal. indefimtely approachable. but not
actuallv and fully realisable = Education. considered
as a process of forming our mental habits and our out-
ook on the world, 1s to be judged successful 1n propo:-
1ion as 1ts outcome approximates to this ideal. in pro-
portion that 1< to sav. as it gives us a true view of our
place n <ocietv of the relation of the whole human
societv to 1ts non-human emironment. and of the
nature of the non-human world as it is in iself apart
from our desires and interests If this standard 1
admtted. we can return to the consideration of science,
inquiring how far science contributes to such an amm.
and whether it 15 in any respect supertor to 1< rivals
in educational practice

IT

Two opposite and at first sight conflicting ments
belong to science as agamst literature and art.  The
one, which 15 not inherently necessarv. but 1 certainly
true at the present dav, is hopefulness as to the future
of human achievement., and in particular as to the
useful work that may be accomplished by an intelhigent
student  Thi< mert and the cheerful outlook which 1t



4.8 SLLECTIONS FROM BERTRAND RUSSELL

engenders prevent what might otherwise be the depress-
ing effect of another aspect of science, to my mind
also a mert, and perhaps its gieatest merit—I mean
the, irrelevance of human passions and of the whole
subjective apparatus where scientific truth is concern-
ed. Each of these reasons for preferring the study of
science requires some amplification Let us begin
with the first.

In the study of literature or art our attention 1s per-
petuallv riveted upon the past. the men of Greece o1
of the Renaissance did better than any men do now:
the triumphs of the former ages, so far fiom facihtat-
ing fresh triumphs 1 our own age, actually increase
the difficulty of fresh triumphs by rendering onginal-
ity haider of attainment; not only 15 artistic achieve-
ment not cumulative, but it seems even to depend upon
a certam freshness and naivete of impulse and vision
which civibsation tends to destroy. Hence comes, to
those who have been nourished on the literary and
artistic productions of former ages, a certain peevish-
ness and undue fastidiousness towards the piesent.
from which there seems no cscape except mnto the dehi-
berate vandahsm which ignoies tradition and in the
search after originality achieves only the eccentric.
But 1n such vandalism there is none of the simphcity
and spontaneitv out of which great ait springs theory
1s still the canker n 1ts core, and nsincerity destrovs
the advantages of a merelv pretended ignorance

The despair thus ansing from an education which
suggests no pre-eminent mental activity except that of
artistic creation 1s wholly absent from an education
which gives the knowledge of scientific method The
discoverv of scientific method, except in pure mathe-
matics, s a thing of yesterday; speaking broadly, we
may say that 1t dates from Galileo  Yet alreadv 1t has
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transformed the world, and its success proceeds with
ever-accelerating velocity. In science men have dis-
covered an activity of the very highest value in which
they are no longer, as in art, dependent for progress
upon the appearance of continually greater genius, fo1
in science the successors stand upon the shoulders of
their predecessors, where one man of supreme genius
has 1m ented a method, a thousand lesser men can apply
it. No transcendent ability 1s requred in order to
make useful discoveries in science ; the edifice of science
needs its masons, bricklayers, and common labourers
as well as its foremen, master-builders, and architects
In art nothing worth doing can be done without genius;
in science even a very moderate capacity can contri-
bute to a supreme achievement

In science the man of real genius 1s the man who
ments a new method The notable discoveries are
often made by his successors, who can apply the
method with fresh vigour, unimpaired by the previous
labour of perfecting 1t; but the mental calibre of the
thought required for their work. however bnilliant, is
not so great as that required by the fiist i entor of
the method There are n science immense numbers
of different methods, appropriate to different classes of
problems, but over and above them all, there 1s some-
thing not easilv definable. which may be called the,
method of science Tt was formerly customary to
identify this with the inductive method, and to
associate 1t with the name of Bacon But the true -
ductive method was not discovered bv Bacon. and the
true method of science is something which includes de-
duction as much as induction, logic and mathematics
as much as botany and geology. I shall not attempt
the difficult task of stating what the scientific method
15, but I will try to indicate the temper of mind out of
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which the scientific method grows, which 1s the second
of the two merits that were mentioned above as be-
longing to a scientific education

The kemnel of the scientific outlook is a thing so
simple, so obvious. so seemingly trivial, that the men-
tion of it may almost excite derision. The kernel of
the scientific outlook 1s the refusal to regard our own
desires, tastes, and interests as affording a key to the
understanding of the world  Stated thus baldly, this
may seem no more than a trite truism.  But to re-
member 1t consistently mn matters arousing our pas-
sionate partisanship 15 by no means casy, cspeciallv
where the available cvidence is uncertan and incon-
clusihe A few illustrations will make this clear

Anstotle, 1 understand, considered that the stars
must move 1n circles because the circle 1s the most per-
fect curve In the absence of evidence to the com-
trary, he allowed himself to decide a question of fact
bv an appeal to asthetico-moral considerations In
such a case 1t is at once obvious to us that this appeal
was unjustifiable  We know now how to ascertain as
a fact the way m which the heavenly bodies move, and
we know that thev do not move in circles, o1 even n
accurate ellipses, or in any other kind of simply des-
cribable curve This may be painful to a certamn
hankering after simplicity of pattern in the universe.
but we know that in astronomy such feelings are 1rre-
levant  Easy as this knowledge seems now. we owe it
to the courage and mnsight of the first mventors ot
scientific method, and more especially of Galileo

We may take as another illustration Malthus s
doctrine of population. This ilustration 1s all the
better for the fact that his actual doctrine 1s now known
to be largely erroneous It is not his conclusions that
are \aluable, but the temper and method of his in-
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quiry  As everyone knows, it was to him that Dar-
win owed an essential part of his theory of natural
selection, and this was only possible because Malthus’s
outlook was truly scientific. His great merit lies in
considering man not as the object of praise or blame,
but as a part of nature, a thing with a certain charac-
teristic behaviour from which certain consequences
must follow. If the behaviour is not quite what
Malthus supposed, if the consequences are not quite
what he inferred, that may falsify his conclusions, but
does not impair the value of his method The objec-
tions which were made when his doctrine was new—-
that it was horrible and depressing, that people ought
not to act as he said they did, and so on—were all such
as implied an unscientific attitude of mind; as against
all of them, his calm determination to treat man as a
natural phenomenon marks an important advance over
the reformers of the ecighteenth century and the
Revolution

Under the mfluence of Darwism the scientific
attitude towards man has now become fairly common,
and is to some people quite natural, though to most it
1s still a difficult and artficial intellectual contortion.
There 1s. however, one studv which is as yet almost
whelly untouched by the scientific spirit—I mean the
study of philosaphy. Philosophers and the public
imagine that the scientific spirit must pervade pages:
that bristle with allusions to ions, germ-plasms, and
the eyes of shell-fish But as the devil can quote Scrip-
ture, so the philosopher can quote science  The scien-
tific spirit is not an affair of quotation of externally
acquired information, any more than manners are an
affair of the etiquette-book. The saentific attitude of
nind mvolves a sweeping away of all other desires in
the interests of the desire to know—-it involves sup-
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pression of hopes and fears, love and hates, and the
whole subjective emotional life, until we become sub-
dued to the material, able to see it frankly, without pre-
conceptions, without bias, without any wish except to
seé as it is, and without any belief that what it is must
be determined by some relation, positive or negative,
to what we should like it to be, or to what we can easily
mmagine it to be.

Now in philosophy this attitude of mind has not
as yet been achieved. A certain self-absorption, not
personal, but human, has marked almost all attempts
to conceive the universe as a whole. Mind. or some
aspect of i
regarded as the pattern after which the umwverse is to
be conceived, for no better reason, at bottom. than that
such a universe would not seem strange, and would
give us the cosy feeling that every place is like home
To conceive the universe -as essentially progressive o1
essentially deteriorating, for example, is to give to ou
hopes and fears a cosmic importance which may, of
course, be justified, but which we have as yet no reason
1o suppose justified. Until we have learnt to think of
it in ethically neutral terms, we have not arrived at a
scientific attitude in philosophy: and until we have
arrived at such an attitude, it is hardly to be hoped
that philosophy will achieve any solid resuits.
= I have spoken so far largely of the negative aspect
of the scientific spirit, but it is from the positive aspect
that its value is derived. The instinct of constructive-
ness, which is one of the chief incentives to artistic crea-
tion, can find in scientific systems a satisfaction more
massive than any epic poem. Disinterested curiosity,
which is the source of almost all intellectual effort, finds
with astonished delight that science can unveil secrets
which might well have seemed for ever undiscover-
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able, The desire for a larger lifc and wider interests,
for an escape from private circumstances, and even
from the whole recurring human cycle of birth and
death, is fulfilled by the impersonal cosmic outlook of
science as by nething else. To all these must be added,
as contributing to the happiness of the man of science,
the admiration of splendid achievement, and the con-
sciousness of inestimable utility to the human race. A
life devoted to science is therefore a happy life, and its
happiness is derived from the very best sources that are
open to dwellers on this troubled and passionate planet

From M ysticism and Logic and other Essays (1918)
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Francis Bacon. a man who rose to emmence by be-
traying his friends, asserted. no doubt as one of the
ripe lessons of experience, that “knowledge is power’.
But this 1s not true of all knowledge. Sir Thomas
Browne wished to know what song the sirens sang, but
if he had ascertained this it would not have enabled
him to rise from being a magistrate to being High
Sheriff of his county The sort of knowledge that
Bacon had in mind was that which we call scientific.
In emphasizing the importance of science, he was
belatedly carrying on the tradition of the Arabs and
the early Middle Ages. according to which knowledge
consisted mainly of astrology. alchemy, and pharma-
cology, all of which were branches of science. A learned
man was one who, having mastered these studies, had
acquired magical powers In the early eleventh century.
Pope Silvester TI, for no reason except that he
read books, was universally believed to be a magician
in league with the devil  Prospero, who in Shakes-
peare’s time was a mere phantasy. represented what
had been for centuries the generally received concep-
tion of a learned man. so far at least as his powers of
sorcery were concerned. Bacon believed--—nightly, as
we now know—that science could provide a more
powerful magician’s wand than any that had been
‘dreamed of by the necromancers of former ages

The renaissance, which was at its height in Ene-
land at the time of Bacon, involved a revolt against the
utilitarian conception of knowledge The Greeks had
acquired a familianty with Homer, as we do with
music-hall songs, because they enioyed him, and with-
out feeling that they were engaged in the pursuit of
learning. But the men of the sixteenth century could
not begin to understand him without first absorbing 2
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very considerable amount of linguistic erudition. They
admiured the Greeks. and did not wish to be shut out
from therr pleasures, they therefore copied them, both
in reading the classics and 1in other less avowable wavys
Learnming, in the renaissance, was pait of the jowe de
vtore, Just as much as drinking or love-making .And
this was ttue not onlv of literature, hut also of sterner
stuchies  Exveryone knows the story of Hobbes's first
vomtact with Euclid  opening the book, by chance, at
the theorem of Pythagoras, he exclaimed, “By God,
this 15 impossible,” and proceeded to 1ead the proofs
backwards unul, reaching the axioms. he became.con-
vinced No one can doubt that this was for him a
voluptuous moment, unsulhed by the thought of the
utility of geometrv in measuring fields.

It 1s true that the renaissance found a pracucal us
for the ancient languages in connection with theology
One of the carliest recults of the new feeling for classi-
cal Laun was the discrediting of the foreed decretals
and the donation of Constantine The naccuracies
which were discovered in the Vulgate and the Septua-
¢int made Greek and Hebrew a necessary part of the
contros ersial eampment of Protestant divines. The re-
publican maxims of Greece and Rome were invoked to
justify the resistance of Puritans to the Stuarts and of
Jesuits to monarchs who had thrown off allegiance to
the Pope But all this was an effect. 1ather than a
cause, of the revival of classical learning, which had
been m full swing 1n Italy for nearly a century before
Luther. The main motive of the 1enaissance was
mental delight, the restoration of a certain richness
and freedom in art and speculation which had bheen
lost while ignorance and superstition kept the mund’s
eve in blinkers

The Greeks. 1t was found. had devoted a part of
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their attention to matters not purely hterary or artistic,
such as philosophy, geometry, and astronomy These
studies, therefore, were respectable, but other sciences
were more open to question. Medicine, it was true,
was dignified bv the names of Hippocrates and Galen,
lbut in the intervening period it had become almost
«confined to Arabs and Jews, and inextricably inter-
twined with magic. Hence the dubious reputation of
such men as Paracelsus. Chemistry was in even worse
odour. and hardly became respectable until the
cighteenth century

In this way it was brought about that knowledge of
‘Greek and Latin, with a smatteting of geometry and
perhaps astronomy, came to be considered the intellec-
tual equipment of a gentleman The Greeks disdamn-
d the practical applications of geometry, and it was
«only 1n their decadence that they found a use for astro-
momy in the guise of astrology. The siateenth and
seventeenth centuries, in the mam, studied mathe-
matics with Hellenic disinterestedness. and tended
to ignore the sciences which had been degraded by
their. eonnection with sorcerv A gradual change to-
wards a wider and more practical conception of know-
ledge, which was going on throughout the eighteenth
scentury, was suddenly accelerated at the end of that
_period by the French Revolution and the growth of
‘machmery, of which the former gave a blow to gentle-
'manly culture while the latter offered new and aston-
ishing scope tor the exercise of ungentlemanly skill
T'hroughout the last hundred and fifty vears, men have
questioned more and more vigorously the value of “use-
less” knowledge, and have come increasingly to believe
that the only knowledge worth having is that which 1s
applicable to some part of the economic hfe of the
communitv
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In countries such as France and Fngland, which
have a traditional educational system, the utilitanan
view of knowledge has only partially prevailed. There
are still, for example, professors of Chinese in the Um-
versities who read the Chinese classics but are unac-
quainted with the works of Sun Yat-sen, which created
modern Chma. There are still men who know ancient
history n so fai as «t was related by authors whose
style was pure, that is to say up to Alexander in Greece
and Nero in Rome, but refuse to know the much maie
important later history because of the hiterary interi-
ority of the historians who 1elated it.  Even in France
and England, however, the old tradition is dying. and
i more up-to-date countiies, such as Russia and the
United States, 1t is utterly extinct. In America, for
example, educational commussions point out that fifteen
hundred words are all that most people employ m
business correspondence, and therefore suggest that all
others should bc avoided 1n the school curriculum
Basic English, a British invention, goes still furthe:. and
reduces the necessary vocabulary to eight hundred
words. The conception of speech as something cap-
able of wsthetic valuz is dying out. and it 15 coming
to be thought that the sole purpose of words 1s to
convey practical mnformation In Russia the pursuit
of practical aims 1s even more whole-hearted than n,
Amenica all that is taught 1n educational institutions
1s intended to serve some obvious purpose in education
or government. The only escape is afforded by theo-
logy the sacred scriptures must be studied by some in
the original Getman, and a few professors must learn
philosophy in order to defend dialectical materialism
against the criticisms of bourgeois metaphysicians
But as orthodoxy becomes more firmly established,
even this tiny loophole will be closed
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Knowledge, everywhere, is coming to be regarded
not as a good in itself, or as a means of creating a broad
and humane outlook on life 1n general. but as merelv
ant ingredient in technical <kill. This is part of the
gredater integration of society which has been brought
about by scientific technique and military necessity.
“There 15 more economic and political interdependence
than there was in former times, and therefore there is
mote social pressure to compel 4 man to Ine mn a wav
that his neighbours think useful  Educational estab-
lishments except those for thc very rich. or (in Eng-
land} such as have become mmvulnerable through anti-
«quity, are not allowed to spend their money as they like
but must satisfy the State that they are serving a use-
ful purpose by imparting skill and instilling loyalty
This 1s part and parcel of the same movement which
has led to compulsory military service. bov scouts, the
-organization of political parties and the dissemination
of political passion by the Press  We are all more
aware of our fellow-citizens than we used to be. more
anxious 1if we are virtuous. to do them good and in an
case to make them do us good We do not hke to
think of anyone lazily enjoying hfe, however refined
may be the quality of his enjoyment We feel that
-everybody ought to be doing something to help on the
.great cause {whatever it mav be). the more so as so
many bad men are working against it and ought to
be stopped  We have not leisure of mind therefore
10 acquire anv knowledge except such as will help us
in the fight for whatever 1t mav happen to be that we
think important.

There 15 much to be said for the narrowly utilita-
rian view of education. There is not time to learn
«everything before beginning to make a living. and un-
doubtedly ‘“‘useful” knowledge is very useful. It has
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made the modern world. Without it, we should oot
have machines or motor-cars or railways or zeroplanes,
it should be added that we should not have morern
advertising or-modern propaganda Modern know-
ledge. has brought about an immense impiovement n
average health, and at the same time has discovered
how to exterminate laige cities by poison gas What-
ever is distinctive of our world. as compared with for-
mer times, has its source in “‘useful” knowledge. No
community as vet has enough of 1t, and undoubtedly
education must continue to promote it.

It must also be admitted that a great deal of ihe
traditional cultural education was foolish. Boys spent
many years acquirmg Latin and Greek grammar, with-
out being, at the end, either capable or desirous (ex-
cept n a small percentage of cases) of reading a Greek
o1 Latin author. Modern languages and history are
preferable from every point of view, to Latin and
Greek Thev are not only more useful. but they give
much mote culture in much less ume  For an Itahan
of the fifteenth century. since pracucally everything
worth reading if not in his own language was in Greek
o1 Laun, theswe languages were the indispensable keys
to culture  But since that time great literatures have
grown up in various modern languages. and the de-
velopment of civilization has been so rapid that know:
ledge of antuiquity has become much less useful in un-
derstanding our problems than knowledge of modern
nations and then comparatively recent history. The
tiaditional schoolmaster’s point of view. which was ad-
mirable at the time of the revival of learning. became
gradually unduly narrow. since it ignored what the
world has done since the fifteenth century. And not
only history and modern languages. but science also.
when properly taught. contributes to cultwe It is
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therefore possible to maintain that education should
have other aims than direct utility, without defending
the traditional curriculum Utility and culture, when
both are conceived biroadly, are found to be less incom-
patible than they appear to the fanatical advocates of
either. )

Apart, however, fiom the cases in which culture
and direct utility can be combined, there 1s indirect
utility, of various different kinds, in the possession of
knowledge which does not contribute to technical
efficiency. I think some of the worst features of the
modern world could be improved by a greater
encouragement of such knowledge and a less ruthless
pursuit of mere professional gompetence.

When conscious activity is wholly concentrated on
some one definite purpose, the ultimate result, for most
people, is lack of balance accomplished by some form
of nervous disorder. The men who directed German
policy during the war made mistakes, for example, as re-
gards the submarine campaign which brought America
on to the side of the Allies. which any person coming
fresh to the subject could have seen to be unwise.
but which they could not judge sanely owing to mental
concentration and lack of holidays. The same sort of

thing may, be seen wherever bodies of men attempt
tasks whicBhput a prolonged strain upon spontaneous
impulses. / {Japanese imperialists, Russian Communnusts,

and German Nazis all have a kind of tense fanaticism
which comes of living too exclusively in the mental
world of certain tasks to be accomplished When the
tasks are as important and as feasible as the fanatics
suppose, the result may be magnificent; but in most
cases narrowness of outlook has caused oblivion of
some powerful counteracting force, or has made all
such forces seem’ the work of the devil. to be met by
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punishment and terror. Men as well as children
have need of play, that is to say, of periods of activity
having no purpose beyond present enjoyment. But if
play is to serve its purpose, it must be possible to find
pleasure and interest in matters not connected with
work.

The amusements of modern urban populations tend
more and more to be passive and collective, and to con-
sist of inactive observation of the skilled activities of
others. Undoubtedly such amusements are much
better than none, but they are not good as would be
those of a population which had, through education,
a wider range of intelligent interests not connected with
work. Better economic organization, allowing man-
kind to benefit by the productivity of machines, should
lead to a very great increase of leisure, and much
leisure is apt to be techous except to those who have
considerable intelligent activities and interests. If a
leisured population is to be happy, it must be an edu-
cated population, and must be educated with a view
to mental enjoyment as well as to the direct useful-
ness of technical knowledge.

The cultural element in the acquisition of know-
ledge, when it is successfully assimilated, forms the
character of a man'’s thoughts and desires, making them
concern themselves, in part at least, with large imper-
sonal objects, not only with matters of immediate
importance to himself. It has been too readily assum-
ed that, when a man has acquired certain capacities by
means of knowledge, he will use them in ways that are
socially beneficial. The narrowly utilitarian concep-
tion of education ignores the necessity of training a
man’s purposes as well as his skill. There is in un-
trained human nature a very considerable element of
cruelty, which shows itself in many ways, great and

6
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small. Boys at school tend to be unkind to a new boy,
or to one whose clothes are not quite conventional.
Many women (and not a few men) inflict as much pain
.as they can by means of malicious gossip. The
Spaniards enjoy bull-fights; the British enjoy hunting
and shooting. The same cruel impulses take more
serious forms in the hunting of Jews in Germany and
Kulaks in Russia. All imperialism affords scope for
them, and in war they become sanctified as the highest
form of public duty.

Now while it must be admitted that highly edu-
-cated people are sometimes cruel, I think there can
be no doubt that they are less often so than people
‘whose minds have lain fallow. The bully in a school
1s seldom a boy whose proficiency in learning is up to
ithe average. When a lynching takes place, the ring-
leaders are almost invaniably very ignorant men. This
is not because mental cultivation produces positive
humanitarian feelings, though it may do so; it is rather
'because it gives other interests than the ill-treatment
-of neighbours, and other sources of self-rcspect than
the assertion of domination. The two things most
universally desired aie power and admiration
Ignorant men can, as a rule, only achieve either by
‘brutal means, involving the acquisition of physical
‘mastery. Culture gives a man less harmful forms of
‘power and more deserving ways of making himself
admired. Galileo did more than any monarch has
-done to change the world, and his power immeasur-
ably exceeded that of his persecutors. He had there-
fore no need to aim at becoming a persecutor in his
“turn.
Perhaps the most important advantage of “useless™
knowledge is that it promotes a contemplative habit
1of mind. There is in the world much too much readi-
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ness, not only for action without adequate previous
reflection, but also for some sort of action on occasions
on which wisdom would counsel inaction. People show
their bias on this matter in various curious ways.
Mephistopheles tells the young student that theory is
grey but the tree of life is green, and everyone quotes
this as if it were Goethe’s opinion, instead of what he
supposes the devil would be likely to say to an under-
graduate. Hamlet is held up as an awful warning
against thought without action, but no one holds up
Othello as a warning against action without thought.
Professors such as Bergson, from a kind of snobbery
towards the practical man, decry philosophy, and say
that life at its best should resemble a cavalry charge.
For my part, I think action is best when it emerges from
a profound apprehension of the universe and human
destiny, not from some wildly passionate impulse of
romantic but disproportioned self-assertion A habit
of finding pleasure in thought rather than in action is
a safeguard against unwisdom and excessive love of
power, a means of preserving serenity in misfortune
and peace of mind among worries. A life confined to
what is personal is likely, sooner or later, to become un-
bearably painful; it is only by windows into a larger
and less fretful cosmos that the more tragic parts of
life become endurable. .

A contemplative habit of mind has advantages
ranging from the most trivial to the most profound. To
begin with minor vexations, such as fleas, missing trains,
or cantankerous business associates. Such troubles
seem hardly worthy to be met by reflections on the
excellence or heroism or the transitoriness of all human
ills, and yet the irritation to which they give rise de-
stroys many people’s good temper and enjoyment of
life. On such oocasions, there is much consolafion
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to be found in out-of-the-way bits of knowledge which
have some real or fancied connection with the trouble
of the moment; or even if they have none, they serve
to obliterate the present from one’s thoughts. When
assailed by people who are white with fury, it is
pleasant to remember the chapter in Descartes’
Treatise on the Passions entitled “Why those who grow
pale with rage are more to be feared than those who
grow red”. When one feels impatient over the diffi-
culty of securing international co-operation, one's
impatience is diminished if one happens to think of
the sainted King Louic IX, before embarking on his
crusade, allying himself with the Old Man of the
Mountain, who appears in the Arabian Nights as the
dark source of half the wickedness in the world. When
the rapacity of capitalists grows oppressive, one may
be suddenly consoled by the recollection that Brutus.
that exemplar of republican virtue, lent money to a
city at 40 per cent, and hired a private army to besiege
it when it failed to pay the interests.

Curious learning not only makes unpleasant things
less unpleasant, but also makes pleasant things more
pleasant. I have enjoyed peaches and apricots more
since I have known that they were first cultivated in
China in the early days of the Han dynasty, that
Chinese hostages held by the great King Kaniska in-
troduced them into India, whence they spread to
Persia, reaching the Roman Empire. in the first cen-
tury of our era; that the word “apricot” is derived
from the same Latin source as the word “precocious’.
because the apricot ripens early; and that the A at the
begmning was added by mistake, owing to a false ety-
mology. All this makes the fruit taste much sweeter.

About a hundred years ago, a number of well-
meaning philanthropists started societies “for the diffu-
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sion of useful knowledge”, with the result that people
have ceased to appreciate the delicious savour of “use-
less” knowledge. Opening Burton’s Anatomy of Me-
lancholy at haphazard on a day when I was threatened
by that mood, I learnt that there is a “melancholy
matter”, but that, while some think it may be engen-
dered of all four humours, “Galen holds that it may be
engendered of three alone, excluding phlegm of pituita,
whose true assertion Valerius and Menardus stiffly
maintain, and so doth Fuscius, Montaltus, Montanus.
How (say they) can white become black ?”’ In spite of
this unanswerable argument, Hercules de Saxonia and
Cardan, Guianerius and Laurentius, are (so Burton
tells us) of the opposite opinion. Soothed by these
historical reflections, my melancholy, whether due to
three humours or to four, was dissipated. As a cure
for too much zeal, I can imagine few measures more
effective than a course of such ancient controversies.
But while the trivial pleasures of culture have
their place as a relief from the trivial worries of prac-
ucal life, the more important merits of contemplation
are in relation to the greater evils of life, death and
pain and cruelty, and the blind march of nations into
unnecessary disaster. For those to whom dogmatic
religion can no longer biing comfort, there is need of
some substitute, if life is not to become dusty and harsh
and filled with trivial self-assertion. The woild at
present is full of angry self-centied groups, each in-
capable of viewing human life as a whole, each will-
ing to destroy civilization rather than yield an inch.
To this narrowness no amount of technical instruction
will provide an antidote. The antidote, in so far as
it is a matter of individual psychology, is to be found
in history, biology, astronomy, and all those studies
which, without destroying self-respect, enable the in-
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dividual to see himself in his proper perspective. What
is needed is not this or that specific piece of informa-
tion, but such knowledge as inspires a conception of
the ends of human life as a whole : art and history.
acquaintance with the lives of heroic individuals, and
some understanding of the strangely accidental and
ephemeral position of man mn the cosmos—all this
touched with an emotion of pride in what is distinc-
tively human, the power to see and to know. to feel
magnanimously and to think with understanding. It
is from large perceptions combined with impersonal
emotion that wisdom most readily springs.

Life, at all times full of pain. is more painful n
our time than in the two centuries that preceded it.
The attempt to escape from pain drives men to trivial-
ity, to self-deception, to the invention of vast collec-
tive myths. But these momentary alleviations do but
increase the sources of suffering in the long run. Both
private and public misfortune can only be mastered
by a process in which will and intelligence interact
the part of will is to refuse to shirk the evil or accept
an -unreal solution, while the part of intelligence is to
understand it, to find a cure if it is curable, and, if not.
to make it bearable by seeing it in its relations, accept-
ing it as unavoidable, and remembering what les
outside it in other regions. other ages, and the abysses
of interstellar space.

From In Prase of Idleness and other Essays



IN PRAISE OF IDLENESS*

Like most of my generation, I was brought up on the-
saying: “Satan finds some mischief still for idle hands-
to do”. Being a highly virtuous child, I believed all.
that I was told, and acquired a conscience which has.
kept me working hard down to the present moment.
But although my conscience has controlled my actions,.
my opinions have undergone a revolution. I think that
there is far too much work done in the world, that
immense harm is caused by the belief that work is virtu-
ous, and that what needs to be preached in modern
industrial countries 1s quite different from what always.
has been preached. Everyone knows the story of the
traveller in Naples who saw twelve beggars lying in
the sun (it was before the days of Mussolini), and
offered a lira to the laziest of them. Eleven of them:
jumped up to claim it, so he gave it to the twelfth.
This traveller was on the right lines. But in countries.
which do not enjoy Mediterranean sunshine idleness is
more difficult, and a great public propaganda will be
required to inaugurate it. 'l hope that, aft:r reading
the following pages, the leaders of the Y.M C.A. will
start a campaign to induce good young men to do-
nothing. If so, I shall not have lived in vain.

Before advancing my own arguments for laziness,
I must dispose of one which I cannot accept. When-
ever a person who already has enough to live on pro-
poses to engage in some everyday kind of job, such
as school-teaching or typing, he or she is told that such:
conduct takes the bread out of other people’s.
mouths, and is therefore wicked. If this argument
were valid, it would only be necessary for us all to be
idle in order that we should all have our mouths 4.

Wk 93y
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of bread. What people who say such things forget is
that what a man earns he usually spends, and in spend-
ing he gives employment. As long as a man spends
his income, he puts just as much bread into people’s
mouths in spending as he takes out of other people’s
mouths in earning. The real villain, from this point
©of view, is the man who saves. If he merely puts his
savings in a stocking, like the proverbial French
peasant, it is obvious that they do not give employ-
ment. If he invests his savings, the matter is less
obvious, and different cases arise.

One of the commonest things to do with savings s
to lend them to some Government. In view of the
fact that the bulk of the public expenditure of most
«civilized Governments consists in payment for past
wars or preparation for future wars, the man who
lends his money to a Government is in the same posi-
tion as the bad men in Shakespeare who hire murderers.
The net result of the man’s economical habits is to in-
«crease the armed forces of the State to which he lends
his savings. Obviously it would be better if he spent
the money, even if he spent it in drink or gambling.

But, I shall be told, the case is quite different when
savings are invested in industrial enterprises. When
such enterprises succeed, and produce something use-
ful, this may be conceded. In these days, however, no
-one will deny that most enterprises fail. That means
that a large amount of human labour, which might
have been devoted to producing something that could
be enjoyed, was expended on producing machines
which, when produced, lay idle and did no good to
anyone. The man who invests his savings in a con-
«cern that goes bankrupt is therefore injuring others as
well as himself. If he spent his money, say, in giving
parties for his friénds, they (we may hope) would get
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pleasure, and so would all those upon whom he spent
money, such as the butcher, the baker, and the boot-
legger. But if he spends it (let us say) upon laying down
rails for surface cars in some place where surface cars
turn out to be not wanted, he has diverted a mass of
labour into channels where it gives pleasure to no one.
Nevertheless, when he becomes poor through the
failure of his investment he will be regarded as a victim
of undeserved misfortune, whereas the gay spendthrift,
who has spent his money philanthropically, will be
despised as a fool and a frivolous person.

All this is only preliminary. I want to say, in all
seriousness, that a great deal of harm is being done in
the modern world by belief in the virtuousness of
WORK, and that the road to happiness and prosperity
lies in an organized diminution of work.

First of all. what is work > Work is of two kinds:
first, altering the position of matter at or near the
carth’s surface relatively to other such matter; second,
telling other people to do so. The first kind is un-
pleasant and ill paid; the second is pleasant and highly
paid. The sccond kind is capable of indefinite exten-
sion: there are not only those who give orders, but
those who give advice as to what orders should be
eiven. Usuallv two opposite hinds of advice are given
simultaneously by two organized bodies of men; thig
is called politics. The skill required for this kind of
work is not knowledge of the subjects as to which
advice is given, but knowledge of the art of persuasive
speaking and writing, z.e., of advertising.

Throughout Europe, though not in Americo, there
1s a third class of men, more respected than either of
the classes of workers. There are men who, through
ownership of land, are able to make others pay for
the privilege of being allowed to exist and to work.
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These landowners are idle, and I might therefore be
expected to praise them. Unfortunately, their idle-
ness is only rendered possible by the industry of others;
indeed their desire for comfortable idleness is histori-
cally the source of the whole gospel of work. The last
thing they have ever wished is that others should follow
their example.

From the beginning of civilization until the Indus-
trial Revolution, a man could, as a rule, produce by
hard work little more than was 1equired for the sub-
sistence of himself and his family, although his wife
worked at least as hard as he did, and his children
added their labour as soon as they were old enougkh to
do so. The small surplus above bare necessaries was
not left to those who produced it, but was appropriated
by warriors and priests In times of famune there was
no surplus; the warriors and priests, however, still
secured as much as at other times, with the result that
many of the workers died of hunger. This system per-
sisted in Russia until 1917%, and still persists in the
East; in England, in spite of the Industrial Revolu-
tion, it remained in full force throughout the Napo-
leonic wars, and until a hundred years ago, when the
new class of manufacturers acquired power. In
America, the system came to an end with the Revolu-
tion, except in the South, where it persisted until the
Civil War. A system which lasted so long and ended
so recently has naturally left a profound impress upon
men’s thoughts and opinions. Much that we take for
granted about the desirability of work is derived from
this system, and, being pre-industrial, is not adapted to
the modern world. Modern technique had made it

* Since then, membprs of the Commurmust Partv have succeeded to
this privilege of the warriors and priests
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possible for leisure, within limits, to be not the prero--
gative of small privileged classes, but a right evenly
distributed throughout the community. The morality
of work is the morality of slaves, and the modern world.
has no need of slavery.

It is obvious that, in primitive communities..
peasants, left to themselves, would not have parted with
the slender surplus upon which the warriors and priests.
subsisted, but would have either produced less or con-
sumed more. At first, sheer force compelled them to-
produce and part with the surplus. Gradually, how-
ever, it was found possible to mduce many of them to-
accept an ethic according to which 1t was their duty to-
work hard. although part of their work went to sup-
port others in idleness. By this means the amount of
compulsion required was lessened, and the expenses
of government were dimimished. To this day, g9 per
cent of British wage-earners would be genumely shock-
ed if it were proposed that the King should not have
a larger income than a working man. The concep-
tion of duty, speaking historically, has been a means
used by the holders of power to induce others to lhive
for the interests of their masters rather than for then
own. Of course the holders of power conceal this
fact from themselves by managing to believe.that then
interests are identical with the larger interests of
humanity. Sometimes this is true; Athenian slave-
owners, for instance, employed part of their leisure im
making a permanent contribution to civilization which
would have been impossible under a just economic
system. Leisure is essential to civilization, and m
former times leisure for the few was only rendered
possible by the labours of the many. But their labours.
were valuable, not because work is good, but because
leisure 1s good. And with modern technique it would:
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ibe possible to distribute leisure justly without injury
to civilization.
Modern technique has made 1t possible to diminish
-enormously the amount of labour required to secure
the necessaries of life for everyone. This was made
obvious during the war. At that time, all the men in
the armed forces, all the men and women engaged n
the production of munitions, all the men and women
-engaged in spying, war propaganda, or Government
+offices connected with the war, were withdrawn from
productive occupations. In spite of this, the general
‘level of physical well-being among unskilled wage-
-earners on the side of the Allies was higher than before
or since. The significance of this fact was concealed
by finance: borrowing made it appear as if the future
was nourishing the present. But that, of course, would
have been impossible; a man cannot eat a loaf of
bread that does not yet exist The war showed con-
-clusively that, by the scientific organization of produc-
tion, it is possible to keep modern populations mn fair
comfort on a small part of the working capacity of
the modern world. If, at the end of the war, the
-scientific organization, which had been created in order
to liberate men for fighting and munition work, had
been preserved, and the hours of work had been cut
down to four, all would have been well. Instead of
that the old chaos was restored, those whose work was
demanded were made to work long hours, and the rest
were left to starve as unemployed. Why ? because
work is a duty, and a man should not receive wages
in proportion to what he has produced, but in propor-
“tion to his virtue as exemplified by his industry.
This is the morality of the Slave State, applied n
circumstances totally unlike those in which it arose.
'No wonder the result has been disastrous. Let us take
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an illustration. Suppose that, at a given moment, a.
certain number of people are engaged in the manu--
facture of pins. They make as many pins as the world.
needs, working (say) eight hours a day. Someone
makes an invention by which the same number of
men can make twice as many pins as before But the
world does not need twice as many pins: pins are
already so cheap that hardly any more will be bought
at a lower price. In a sensible world, everybody con-
cerned in the manufacture of pins would take to work-
ing four hours instead of eight, and everything else
would go on as before But in the actual woild this
would be thought demorahizing The men still work
eight hours, there are too many pins, some employers
go bankrupt, and half the men previously concerned
in making pins are thrown out of work. There 1s, in
the end, just as much leisure as on the other plan, but
half the men are totally idle while half are sull over-
worked In this way. it 1s insured that the unavoid-
able leisure shall cause musery all round instead of being
a universal source of happiness. Can anything more
insane be imagined ?

The idea that the poor should have leisure has
always been shocking to the rich. In England, in the
early nineteenth century, fifteen hours was the ordinary
day’s work for a man: children sometimes did as much,
and very commonly did twelve hours a day. When
meddlesome busybodies suggested that perhaps these
hours were rather long, they were told that work kept
adults from drink and children from mischief. When
I was a child, shortly after urban working men had
acquired the vote, certain public holidays were estab-
lished by law, to the great indignation of the upper-
classes. I remember hearing an old Duchess sav:
“What do the poor want with holidays > They ought
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to work.” People nowadays are less frank. but the
sentiment persists, and is the source of much of our
«economic confusion.

‘Let us, for a moment, consider the ethics of work
‘frankly, without superstition. Every human being of
necessity consumes, in the course of his life, a certain
.amount of the produce of human labour. Assuming,
as we may, that labour is on the whole diszgreeable.
1t is unjust that a man should consume more than he
.produces. Of course he may provide services rather
than commodities, like 2 medical man, for example;
but he should provide something in return for his board
and lodging. To this extent, the duty of work must
+be admitted, but to this extent only.

I shall not deal upon the fact that, in all modem
societies outside the U.S S.R., many people escape
~even this minimum of work, namely all those who in-
herit money and all those who marry money. I do not
think the fact that these people are allowed 1o be idle
1s nearly so harmful as the fact that wage-earners are
expected to overwork or starve.

If the ordinary wage-earner worked four hours a
-day, there would be enough for everybody, and no
unemployment—assuming a certain very moderate
amount of sensible orgamzation. This idea shocks the
well-to-do. because they are convinced that the poor
‘would not know how to use so much leisure In
America, men often work long hours even when they
are already well off; such men, naturally, are indignant
at the idea of leisure for wage-earners. except as the
grim punishment of unemployment; in fact. they dis-
like leisure even for their sons. Oddly enough, while
they wish their sons to work so hard as to have no time
to be civilized. they do not mind their wives and
«daughters having no work at all. The snobbish admira-
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tion of uselessness, which, m an aristocratic society,
extends to both sexes, is, under a plutocracy, confined
to wemen ; this, hewever, does not make it any more in
agreement with common sense.

The wise use of leisure, it must be conceded, is a
product of civilization and education. A man who has
worked long hours all his life will be bored if he be-
comes suddenly idle. But without a considerable
amount of leisure a man 1s cut off from many of the
best things. There is no longer any reason why the
bulk of the population should suffer this deprivation,
only a foolish asceticism. usually vicarious, makes us
continue to insist on work in excessive quantities now
that the need no longer exists.

In the new creed which controls the government
of Russia, while there is much that is very different
from the traditional teaching of the West, there are
some things that are quite unchanged. The attitude
of the governing classes. and especially of those who
conduct educational propaganda, on the subject of the
dignity of labour, is almost exactly that which the
governing classes of the world have always preached
10 what weie called the “honest poor”. Industry, sob-
riety, willingness to work long hours for distant ad-
vantages, even submissiveness to authority, all these
reappear; moreover authority still represents the will
of the Ruler of the Universe, Who, however, is now
called by a new name, Dialectical Materialism.

The vicrory of the proletariat in Russia has some
points in common with the victory of the feminists in
some other countries. For ages, men had conceded the
superior saintliness of women, and had consoled women
for their inferiority by maintaining that saintliness is
more desirable thar power. At last the {eminists de-
cided that they would have both. since the pioneers
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among them believed all that the men had told them
about the desirability of virtue, but not what they had
told them about the worthlessness of political power.
A similar thing has happened in Russia as regards
manual work. For ages. the rich and their sycop-
hants have written in praise of ‘“honest tcil”, have
praised the simple life. have professed a religion which
teaches that the poor are much more likely to go to
heaven than the rich, and in general have tried to
make manual workers believe that there is some special
nobility about altering the position of matter in space.
just as men tried to make women believe that they de-
sired some special nobility from their sexual enslave-
ment. In Russia, all this teaching about the excel-~
lence of manual work has been taken seriously, with
the result that the manual worker is more honoured
than anyone else. What are. in essence. revivalist
appeals are made, but not for the old purpeses: they
are made to secure shock workers for special tasks.
Manual work is the ideal which is held before the
young, and is the basis of all ethical teaching.

For the present, possibly, this is all to the good. A
large country. full of natural resources, awaits develop-
ment, and has to be developed with very little use of
credit. In these circumstances, hard work is neces-
sary, and is likely to bring a great reward But what
will happen when the point has been reached where
everybody could be comfortable without working long
hours ?

In the West, we have various ways of dealing with
this problem. We have no attempt at economic justice,
so that a large proportion of the total produce goes to
a small minority of the population, many of whom do
no work at all. Owing to the absence of any central
control over production we produce hosts of things that
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are not wanted. We keep a large percentage of the
working population idle, because we can dispense with
their labour by making the others overwork. When
all these methods prove inadequate, we have a war:
we cause a number of people to manufacture high ex-
plosives, and a number of others to explode them, as
if we were children who had just discovered fireworks.
By a combination of all these dewvices we manage,
though with difficulty, to keep alive the notion that a
great deal of severe manual work must be the lot of the
average man.

In Russia, owing to more eéconomic justice and
central control over production, the problem will have
to be differently solved. The rational solution would
be, as soon as the necessaries and elementary comforts
can be provided for all, to reduce the hours of labour
gradually, allowing a popular vote to decide, at each
stage, whether more leisure or more goods were to be
preferred But, having taught the supreme virtue of
hard work, it is difficult to see how the authorities can
aim at a paradise in which there will be much leisure
and little work. It seems more likely that they will find
continually fresh schemes, by which present leisure is
to be sacrificed to future productivity. I read recently
of an ingenious plan put forward by Russian engineers,
for making the White Sea and the northern coasts of
Siberia warm, by putting a dam across the Kara Sea.
An admirable project, but liable to postpone prole-
tarian comfort for a generation, while the nobility of
toil is being displayed amid the ice-fields and snow-
storms of the Arctic Ocean. This sort of thing, if it
happens, will be the result of regarding the virtue of
hard work as an end in itself, rather than as a means to
a state of affairs in which it is no longer needed.

The fact is that moving matter about, while a cer-

7
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tain amount of it is necessary to our existence, is empha-
tically not one of the ends of human life. If it were,
we should have to consider every navvy superior to
Shakespeare. We have been misled in this matter
by two causes. One is the necessity of keeping the
poor contented, which has led the rich, foi thousands
of years, to preach the dignity of labour, while taking
care themselves to remain undignified in this respect.
The other is the new pleasure in mechamsm, which
makes us delight in the astonishingly clever changes
that we can produce on the earth’s surface. Neither
of these motives makes any great appeal to the actual
worker. If you ask him what he thinks the best part
of life, he 15 not likely to say. “I enjoy manual work
because it makes me feel that I am fulfiling man’s
noblest task, and because I like to think how much man
can transform his planet. It is true that my body
demands periods of rest, which I have to fill m as best
I may, but I am never so happy as when the morning
comes and I can return to the toil from which my con-
tentment springs”’ I have never heard working men
say thus sort of thing  They consider work, as it should
be considered, a necessary means to a ]xvehhood and
it is from their leisure hours that they derive whatever
happiness they may enjoy.

It will be said that, while a little leisure 1s pleasant,
men would not know how to fill their days if they had
only four hours of work out of the twenty-four. In
so far as this is true in the modern world, 1t 1s a con-
demnation of our civilization; it would not have been
true at any earlier period. There was {formerly a
capacity for light-heartedness and play which has been
to some extent inhibited by the cult of efficiency. The
modern man thinks that everything ought to be done
for the sake of sémething else, and never for its own
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sake. Serious-minded persons, for example, are con-
tinually condemning the habit of going to the cinema,
and telling us that it leads the young into crime. But
all the work that goes to producing a cinema is respect-
able, because it is work, and because it brings a money
profit. The notion that the desirable activities are
those that bring a profit has made everything topsy-
turvy. The butcher who provides you with meat and
the baker who provides you with bread are praise-
worthy, because they are making money; but when you
enjoy the food they have provided, you are merely
frivolous, unless you eat only to get strength for your
work. Broadly speaking, it is held that getting money
is good and spending money is bad. Seeing that they are
two sides of one transaction, this i1s absurd, one might
as well maintain that keys are good, but keyholes are
bad. Whatever merit there may be in the production
of goods must be entirely derivative from the advant-
age to be obtained by consuming them. The indivi-
dual, in our society, works for profit; but the social
purpose of his work lies in the consumption of what he
produces. It is this divorce between the individual
and the social purpose of production that makes
it so difficult for men to think clearly in a world in
which profit-making is the incentive to industry. We
think too much of production, and too little of con-.
sumption. One result 1s that we attach too little
importance to enjoyment and simple happiness, and
that we do not judge production by the pleasure that it
gives to the consumer.

When I suggest that working hours should be re-
duced to four, I am not meaning to imply that all the
remaining time should necessarily be spent in pure
frivolity. I mean that four hours’ work a day should
entitle a man to the necessities and élementary com
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forts of life, and that the rest of his time should be his
to use as he might see fit. It is an essential part of any
such social system that education should be carried
further than it usually 1s at present, and should aim,
in part, at providing tastes which would enable a man
to use leisure mtelligently. I am not thinking mainly
of the sort of things that would be considered “high-
brow”. Peasant dances have died out except in re-
mote rural areas, but the impulses which caused them
to be cultivated must still exist in human nature. The
pleasures of urban populations have become mainly
passive: seeing cmemas, watching football matches,
listening to the radio, and so on. 'This results from the
fact that their active energies are fully taken up with
work ; if they had more leisure, they would agan enjoy
pleasures in which they took an active part.

In the past, there was a small leisure class and a
larger working class. The leisure class enjoyed ad-
vantages for which there was no basis in social justice;
this necessarily made it oppressive, limited its sym-
pathies, and caused it to invent theories by which to
justify its privileges. These facts greatly diminished
its excellence, but in spite of this drawback it contri-
buted nearly the whole of what we call civilization. It
cultivated the arts and discovered the sciences. it wrote

. the books, invented the philosophies, and refined social

relations. Even the hberation of the oppressed has
usually been inaugurated from above. Without the
leisure class, mankind would never have emerged from
barbarism.

The method of a hereditary leisure class without
duties was, however, extraordinarily wasteful. None
of the members of the class had been taaght to be in-
dustrious, and the class as a whole was not exception-
ally intelligent. * The class might produce one Darwin,
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but against him had to be set tens of thousands of coun-
try gentlemen who never thought of anything more in-
telligent than fox-hunting and pumshing poachers. At
present, the universities are supposed to provide, in a
more systematic way, what the leisure class provided
accidentally and as a by-product. This 1s a great 1m-
provement, but it has certain drawbacks. University
life is so different from life in the world at large that
men who live in an academic mulieu tend to be un-
aware of the preoccupations and problems of ordinary
men and women; moreover their ways of expressing
themselves are usually such as to rob their opinions of
the influence that they ought to have upon the general
public. Another disadvantage is that in umnversities
studies are organized, and the man who thinks of some
oniginal line of research is hkely to be discouraged.
Academic institutions, therefore, useful as they are, are
not adequate guardians of the interests of civilization
in a world where everyone outside their walls is too
busy for unutilitarian pursuits.

In a world where no one is compelled to work
more than four hours a day, every person possessed of
scientific curiosity will be able to indulge it, and every
painter will be able to paint without starving, how-
ever excellent his pictures may be. Young writers will
not be obliged to draw attention to themselves by sen-
sational pot-boilers, with a view to acquiring the econo-
mic independence needed for monumental works, for
which, when the time at last comes, they will have lost
the taste and the capacity. Men who, n their pro-
fessional work, have become interested in some phase
of economics or government, will be able to develop
their ideas without the academic detachment that
makes the work of university economists often seem
lacking in reality. Medical men will have time to
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learn about the: progress of medicine, teachers will not
be exasperatedly struggling to teach by routine methods
things which they learnt in their youth, which may, in
the interval, have been proved to be untrue.

Above all, there will be happiness and joy of life,
instead of frayed nerves, weariness, and dyspepsia.
The work exacted wmill be enough to make leisure de-
lightful, but not enough to produce exhaustion. Since
men will not be tired 1n their spare time, they will not
demand only such amusements as are passive and vapid.
At least 1 per cent will probably devote the time not
spent in professional work to pursuits of some public
nnportance and, since they will not depend upon these
pursuits for their hivelihood, their origmahty will be
unhampered, and there will be no need to conform to
the standards set by elderly pundits. But it is not only
n these exceptional cases that the advantages of leisure
will appear. Ordinary men and women having the
opportunity of a happy life, will become more kindly
and less persecuting and less inchined to view others
with suspicion. The taste for war will die out, partly
for' this reason, and partly because it will involve long
and severe work for all Good nature 1s, of all moral
qualities, the one that the world needs most, and good
nature 1s the result of ease and security, not of a life
of arduous struggle Modern methods of production
have given us the possibility of ease and security for all;
we have chosen, mstead, to have overwork for some
and starvation for the others Hitherto we have con-
tinued to be as energetic as we were before there were
machines; in this we have been foolsh, but there is
no reason to go on being foolish for ever,

From In Praise of Idleness and ather Essays (1935)



IS HAPPINESS STILL POSSIBLE ?

From the conversation and the books of some of
my friends I have been almost led to conclude that
happiness in the modern world has become an impos-
sibility. I find, however, that this view tends to be
dissipated by introspection, foreign travel, and the
conversation of my gardener.

Happiness is of two sorts, though, of course, there
are intermediate degrees. The two sorts I mean might
be distinguished as plain and fancy, or animal and
spinitual, or of the heart and of the head. The desig-
nation to be chosen among these alternatives depends,
of course, upon the thesis to be proved. I am at the
moment not concerned to prove any thesis, but merely
to describe  Perhaps the simplest way to describe the
difference between the two sorts of happiness is to say
that one sort is open to any human being, and the other
only to those who can read and write. When I was a
boy I knew a man bursting with happiness whose busi-
ness was digging wells. He was of enormous height
and of incredible muscles; he could neither read nor
write, and when in the year 1885 he got a vote for
Parliament, he learnt for the first time that such an
institution existed. His happiness did not depend
upon intellectual sources; it was not based upon belief
in natural law, or the perfectibility of the species, or
the public ownership of public utilities, or the ultimate
triumph of the Seventh Day Adventists, or any of the
other creeds which intellectuals consider necessary to
the enjoyment of hfe. It was based upon physical
vigour, a sufficiency of work, and the overcoming of
not insuperable obstacles in the shape af rock The hap-
piness of my gardener is of the same species; he wages
a perennial war against rabbits, of which he speaks
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exactly as Scotland Yard speaks of Bolsheviks; he con-
siders them dark, designing and ferocious, and is of
opinion that they can only be met by means of a cun-
ning equal to their own. Like the heroes of Valhalla
who spent every day hunting a certain wild boar, which
they killed every evening but which miraculously came
to life again in the morning, my gardener can slay his
enemy one day without any fear that the enemy will
have disappeared the next day. Although well over
seventy, he works all day and bicycles sixteen hilly
miles to and from his work, but the fount of joy is
inexhaustible, and 1t is “they rabbits” that supply it.
But, you will say, these simple dehghts are not
open to superior people like ourselves. What joy can
we experience in waging war on such puny creatures
as rabbits ? The argument, to my mnd, is a poor
one. A rabbit is very much larger than a yellow-fever
bacillus, and yet a superior person can find happiness
in making war upon the latter. Pleasures exactly
similar to those of my gardener so far as their emo-
tional content is concerned are open to the most highly
educated people. The difference made by education
is only in regard to the activities by which these
pleasures are to be obtained. Pleasures of achieve-
ment demand difficulties such that beforehand success
seems doubtful although in the end it 1s usually
achieved. This is perhaps the chief reason why a not
excessive estimate of one’s own powers 1s a source of
happiness The man who underestimates himself is
perpetually being surprised by success, whereas the
man who overestimates himself is just as often surprised
by failure. The former kind of surprise is pleasant, the
latter unpleasant. It is therefore wise to be not un-
duly conceited, though also not too modest to be enter-’
prising. ‘
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Of the more highly educated sections of the com-
munity, the happiest in the present day are the men
of science. Many of the most eminent of them are
emotionally simple, and obtain from their work a satis-
faction so profound that they can denve pleasure from
eating and even marrying. Artists and literary men con-
sider it de rigueur to be unhappy in their marnages,
but men of science quite frequently remain capable of
old-fashioned domestic bliss. The reason of this is
that the higher parts of their intelligence are wholly
absorbed by their work, and are not allowed to intrude
into regions where they have no functions to perform.
In their work they are happy because in the modemn
world science is progressive and powerful, and because
its importance is not doubted either by themselves or by
laymen. They have therefore no necessity for com-
plex emotions, since the simpler emotions meet with no
obstacles Complexity i emotions is like foam mn a
nver. It is produced by obstacles which break the
smoothly flowing current. But so long as the vital
energies are ummpeded, they produce no ripple on
the surface, and their strength is not evident to the
unobservant

All the conditions of happiness are realised in the
life of the man of science. He has an activity which
utilises his abilities to the full, and he achieves results
which appear important not only to himself but to the
general public, even when it cannot in the smallest
degree understand them. In this he 1s more fortu-
nate than the artist. When the public cannot under-
stand a picture or a poem, they conclude that it is a

bad picture or a bad poem. When they cannot under-
stand the theory of relativity they conclude (rightly)
that their education has been insufficient. Conse-
quently Einstein is honoured while the best painters are
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left to starve in garrets, and Einstein is happy while
the painters are unhappy. Very few men can be
genuinely happy in a life involving continual self-asser-
tion against the scepticism of the mass of mankind, un-
Iess they can shut themselves up in a coterie and forget
the cold outer world. The man of science has no need
of a coterie, since he is thought well of by everybody
except his colleagues. The artist, on the contrary, is
in the painful situation of having to choose between
being despised and being despicable. If his powers
are of the first order, he must incur one or the other of
these misfortunes—the former if he uses his powers, the
latter if he does not. This has not been the case always
and everywhere. There have been times when even
good artists, even when they were young, were thought
well of. Julius II, though he might ill-treat Michael
Angelo, ncver supposed him incapable of painting
pictures. The modern millionaire, though he may
shower wealth upon elderly artists after they have lost
their powers, never mmagines that their work is as
important as his own. Perhaps these circumstances
have something to do with the fact that artists ate on
the average less happy than men of science.

It must, T think, be admitted that the most intelli-
gent young people in Western countries tend to have
that kind of unhappiness that comes of finding no ade-
quate employment for their best talents. This, how-
ever, is not the case in Eastern countries. The intelli-
gent young at the present day are probably happier in
Russia than anywhere else in the world. They have
there a new world to create, and an ardent faith in
accordance with which to create 1t, The old have
been executed, starved, exiled, or in some other way
disinfected, so that they cannot. as in every Western
country, compel the young to choose between doing
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harm and doing nothing. To the sophisticated Occi-
dental the faith of the young Russian may seem crude,
but, after all, what is there to be said against it ? He is
creating a new world; the new world is to his liking;
the new world will almost certainly, when created,
make the average Russian happier than he was before
the Revolution. It may not be a world in which the
sophisticated Western intellectual would be happy, but
the sophlstlcated Western intellectual does not have to
live in it. By any pragmatic test, therefore, the faith of
young Russia is justified, and to condemn it as crude
can have no justification except on a basis of theory.

In India, China. and Japan, external circumstances
of a political sort interfere with the happmess of the
young intelligentsia, but there is no such internal
obstacle as exists in the West. There are activities
which appear important to the young, and, in so far
as these activities succeed, the young are happy. They
feel that they have an important part to play in the
national life, and aims to pursue which, though diffi-
cult, are not impossible to realise. Cynicism such as
one finds very frequently among the most highly edu-
cated young men and women of the West results from
the combination of comfort with powerlessness.
Powerlessness makes people feel that nothing 1s worth
doing, and comfort makes the painfulness of this feel-
ing just endurable. Throughout the East the Univer-
sity student can hope for more influence upon public
opinion than he can have in the modern West, but he
has much less opportunity than in the West of securing
a substantial income. Being neither powerless nor
comfortable, he becomes a reformer or a revolutionary,
not a cynic. The happiness of the reformer or revolu-
tionary depends upon the course of public affairs, but
probably even while he is being executed he enjoys
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more real happiness than is possible for the comfort-
able cynic. I remember a young Chinese visitor to
my school who was going home to found a similar
school in a reactionary part of China. He expected
the result to be that his head would be cut off. Never-
theless he enjoyed a quiet happiness that I could only
envy.
I do not wish to suggest, however, that these high-
flown kinds of happiness are the only possible ones.
They are in fact open only to a munority, since they
require a kind of ability and a width of interest which
cannot be very common. It 1s not only eminent scien-
tists who can denive pleasure through work, nor is it
only leading statesmen who can derive pleasure
through advocacy of a cause. The pleasure of work
is open to anyone who can develop some specialized
skill, provided that he can get satisfaction from the
exercise of his skill without demanding universal
applause. I knew a man who had lost the use of both
legs in early youth, but he had remained serenely happy
throughout a long life; he had achieved this by writing
a work in five volumes on rose blight, on which I
always understood he was the leading expert. I have
not had the pleasure of knowing any large number
of conchologists, but from those who have I have always
understood the study of shells brings contentment to
those who engage in it. I knew a man once who was
the best compositor 1n the world. and was sought out
by all those who devoted themselves to inventing
artistic types; he derived joy, not so much from
the very genuine respect in which he was held by
persons whose respect was not lightly bestowed, as
from the actual delight in the exercise of his craft, a
delight not wholly unlike that which good dancers
derive from dancmg. I have known also compositors
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who were experts in setting up mathematical type, or
Nestorian script, or cuneiform, or anything else that
was out of the way and difficult. I did not discover
whether these¢ men’s private lives were happy, but in
their working hours their constructive instincts were
fully gratified.

It is customary to say that in our machine age there
1s less room than formerly for the craftsman’s joy and
skilled work. I am not at all sure that this 1s true;
the skilled workmarn nowadays works, it is true, at
quite different things from those that occupied the
attention of the medizval guilds, but he is still very
important and quite essential in the machine economy.
There are those who make scientific instruments and
delicate machines, there are designers, there are aero-
plane mechanics, chauffeurs, and hosts of others who
have a trade in whxch skill can be developed to almost
any extent. The agncultural labourer and the peasant
in comparatively primitive communities is not, so far as
I have been able to observe, nearly as happy as a
chauffeur or an engine-driver. It is true that the work
of the peasant who cultivates his own land is varied;
he ploughs, he sows, he reaps. But he is at the mercy
of the elements, and is very conscious of his depend-
ence, whereas the man who works a modern mechan-
ism is conscious of power, and acquires the sense that
man is the master, not the slave, of natural forces. It
1s true, of course, that work is very uninteresting to the
large body of mere machine-minders who repeat some
mechanical operation over and over again with the
minimum of variation, but the more uninteresting the
work becomes, the more possible it is to get it perform-
ed by a machine. The ultimate goal of machine pro-
duction—from which, it is true, we are as yet far re-
moved—is a system in which everything uninteresting
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is done by machines, and human beings are reserved
for the work involving variety and initiative. In such
a world the work will be less boring and less depressing
than it has been at any time since the introduction of
agriculture. In taking to agriculture mankind decided
that they would submit to monotony and tedium in
order to diminish the risk of starvation. When men
obtained their food by hunting, work was a joy, as one
can see from the fact that the rich still pursue these
ancestral occupations of amusement. But with the in-
troduction of agriculture mankind entered upon a long
period of meanness, misery, and madness, from which
they are only now being freed by the beneficent opera-
tion of the machine. It is all very well for sentimenta-
lists to speak of contact with the soil and the ripe wis-
dom of Hardy’s philosophic peasants, but one desire
of every young man in the countryside is to find work
in towns where he can escape from the slavery of wind
and weather and the solitude of dark winter evenings
into the rehiable and human atmosphere of the factory
and the cinema. Companionship and co-operation
are essential elements in the happiness of the average
man, and these are to be obtamed in industry far more
fully than in agriculture

Belief in a cause is a source of happiness to large
numbers of people. 1 am not thinking only of revolu-
tionaries, socialists, nationalists in oppressed countries,
as such; I am thinking also of many humbler kinds of
belief. The men I have known who believed that the
English were the lost ten tribes were almost invariably
happy, while as for those who believed that the Eng-
lish were only the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh,
their bliss knew no bounds. I am not suggesting that
the reader should adopt this creed, since I cannot ad-
vocate any happiress based upon what seem to me to
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be false beliefs. For the same reason I cannot urge
the reader to believe that men should hive exclusively
upon nuts, although, so far as my observation goes, this
belief invariably ensures perfect happiness. But it is
easy to find soine cause which 1s in no degree fantastic,
and those whose interest in any such cause is genuine
are provided with an occupation for their leisure hours
and a complete anudote to the feeling that life is
empty.

Not so very far removed from the devotion to
obscure causes is absorption i a hobby. One of the
most emunent of iving mathematicians divides his time
equally between mathematics and stamp-collecting. [
imagine that the latter affords consolation at the
moments when he can make no progress with the
former The difficulty of proving propositions in the
theory of numbers 1s not the only sorrow that stamp-
collecting can cure, nor are stamps the only thing that
can be collected. Consider what a vast field of ecstasy
opens before the imaginanon when one thinks of old
china, snuff-boxes, Roman coins, arrow-heads, and
flint implements. It 1s true that many of us are too
“superior” for these sumple pleasures. We have all
experienced them 1 boyhood, but have thought them,
for some reason, unworthy of a grown man. This is
a complete mistake; any pleasure that does no harm to
other people is to be valued. For my part, I collect
rivers, I derive pleasure from having gone down the
Volga and up the Yangtse and regret very much
having never seen the Amazon or the Orinoco. Simple
as these emotions are, I am not ashamed of them. Or
consider again the passionate joy of the baseball fan:
he turns to his newspaper with avidity, and the radio
affords him the keenest thrills. I remember meeting
for the first time one of the leading literary men of
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America, a man whom I had supposed from his books
to be filled with melancholy. But it so happened that
at that moment the most crucial baseball results were
coming through on the radio; he forgot me, literature,
and all the other sorrows of our sublunary hfe, and
yelled with joy as his favourites achieved victory. Ever
since this incident I have been able to read his books
without feeling depressed by the musfortunes of his
characters.

Fads and hobbies, however, are in many cases, per-
haps most, not a source of fundamental happness, but
a means of escape from reality, of forgetting for the
moment some pain too difficult to be faced. Funda-
mental happiness depends more than anything else
upon what may be called a friendly interest 1 persons
and things.

A friendly interest in persons is a form of affec-
tionateness, but not the form which 1s grasping
and possessive and seeking always an emphatic res-
ponse. ‘This latter form is very frequently a source of
unhappiness. The kind that makes for happiness is
the kind that likes to observe people and finds pleasure
in their individual traits, that wishes to afford scope for
the interests and pleasures of those with whom it is
brought into contact without desiring to acquire power
pver them or to secure their enthusiastic admiration.
The person whose attitude towards others is genuinely
of this kind will be a source of happiness and a recipient
of reciprocal kindness. His relations with others,
whether slight or serious, will satisfy both his interests
and his affections; he will not be soured by ingratitude,
since he will seldom suffer it and will not notice when
he does. The same idiosyncrasies which would get
on another man’s nerves to the point of exasperation
will be to him a source of gentle amusement. He will
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achieve without effort results which another man, after
long struggles, will find to be unattainable. Being
happy in himself, he will be a pleasant comanion, and
this in turn will increase his happiness. t all ‘this
must be genuine; it must not spring from an idea of
self-sacrifice inspired by a sense of duty. A sense of
duty is useful in work, but offensive in personal rela-
tions. People wish to be liked, not to be endured with
patient resignation. To like many people spontane-
ously and without effort is perhaps the greatest of all
sources of personal happiness.

I spoke also in the last paragraph of what I call
a friendly interest in things. This phrase may per-
haps seem forced; it may be said that it is impossible
to feel friendly to things. Nevertheless, there is some-
thing analogous to friendliness in the kind of interest
that a geologist takes in rocks, or an archaeologist in
ruins, and this interest ought to be an element in our
attitude to individuals or societies. It is possible to
have an interest in things which is hostile rather than
friendly. A man might collect facts concerning the
habitats of spiders because he hated spiders and wished
to live where they were few. This kind of interest
would not afford the same satisfaction as the geologist
derives from his rocks. An interest in impersonal
things, though perhaps less valuable as an ingredient
in everyday happiness than a friendly attitude towards
our fellow creatures, is nevertheless very important.
The world is vast and our own powers are limited. If all
our happiness is bound up entirely in our personal cir-
cumstances it is difficult not to demand of life more
than it has to give. And to demand too much is the
surest way of getting even less than is possible. The
man who can forget his worries by means of a' genuine
interest in, say, the Council of Trent, or the life history

8
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of stars, will find that, when he returns from his excur-
sion into the impersonal world, he has acquired a
poise and calm which enable him to deal with his
worries in the best way, and he will in the meantime
have experienced a genuine even if temporary happi-

ness.
The secret of happiness 1s this: let your interests

be as wide as possible, and let your reactions to the
things and persons that interest you be as far as possible
friendly rather than hostile

From The Conquest of Happiness (1930)



THE ETHICS OF POWER

Being concerned with the evils connected with
power, it mighit seem natural to draw an ascetic con-
clusion, and to urge, as the best manner of life for the
individual, a complete renunciation of all attempts to
influence others, whether for good or evil. Ever since
Lao-Tse, this view has had advocates who were both
eloquent and wise; it has been held by many mystics,
by the quietists, and by those who valued personal
holiness, conceived as a state of mind rather than as
an activity. I cannot agree with these men, although
T admit that some of them have been highly beneficent.
But they have been so because, though they believed
that they had renounced power, they had, in fact,
renounced it only in certain forms; if they had re-
mnounced it completely, they would not have proclaimed
their doctrines, and would not have been beneficent.
They renounced coercive power, but not the power
that rests upon persuasion.

Love of power, in its widest sense, is the desire to
be able to produce intended effects upon the outer
world, whether human or non-human. This desire is
an essential part of human nature, and in energetic
men it is a very large and important part. Every
desire, if it cannot be iustantly gratified, brings about
a wish for the ability to gratify it, and therefore some
form of the love of power. This is true of the best
desires as wéll as the worst  If you love your neigh-
bour, you will wish for power to make him happy. To
condemn al! love of power, therefore, is to condemn
love of your neighbour.

There is, however, a great difference between
power desired as a means and power desired as an end
in itself. The man who desires powér as a means has
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first some other desire, and is then led to wish that he
were in a position to achieve it. The man who desires
power as an end will choose his objective by the possi-
bility of securing it. In politics, for example, one man
wishes to see certain measures enacted, and is thus
led to take part in public affairs, while another man,
wishing only for personal success, adopts whatever pro-
gramme seems most likely to lead to this result.

Christ’s third temptation in the wilderness illus-
trates this distinction. He is offered all the kingdoms
of the earth if He will fall down and worship Satan;
that is to say, He is offered power to achieve certain
objects, but not those that He has in view. This
temptation is one to which almost every modern man
is exposed, sometimes in a gross form, sometimes in a
very subtle one. He may, though a Socialist, accept a
position on a Conservative newspaper; this is a com-
paratively gross form. He may despair of the achieve-
ment of Socialism by peaceful means, and become a
Communist, not because he thinks that what he wants
will be achieved in this way, but because he thinks that
something will be achieved. To advocate unsuccess-
fully what he wants seems to him more futile than to
advocate successfully what he does not want. But if
his wants, other than personal success, are strong and
definite, there will be no satisfaction to his sense of
power unless those wants are satisfied, and 10 change
his objects for the sake of success will seem to him an
act of apostasy which might be described-as worship-
ping Satan.

Love of power, if it is to be beneficent, must be
bound up with some end other than power. 1 do not
mean that there must be no love of power for its own
sake, for this motive is sure to arise in the course of an
active career; I mean that the desire for some other
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end must be so strong that power is unsatisfying unless
it ministers to this end.

It is not enough that there should be a purpose
other than power; it is necessary that this purpose
should be one which, if achieved, will help to satisfy the
desires of others. If you aim at discovery, or artistic
creation, or the invention of a labour-saving machine,
or the reconciliation of groups hitherto at enmity with
each other, your success, if you succeed, is likely to be
a cause of satisfaction to others besides yourself. This
is the second condition that love of power must fulfil
if it is to be beneficent- it must be linked to some pur-
pose which is, broadly speaking, in harmony with the
desires of the other people who will be affected if the
purpose is realized.

There is a third condition, somewhat more difficult
to formulate. The means of realizing your purpose
must not be such as will incidentally have bad effects
outweighing the excellence of the end to be aéhréved.
Every man’s character and desires undergo perpetual
modification as a result of what he does and what he
suffers. Violence and injustice breed violence and
injustice, both in those who inflict them and in their
victims. Defeat, if it is incomplete, breeds rage and
hatred. while if it is complete it breeds apathy and
inaction. Victory by force produces ruthlessness and
contempt for the vanquished, however exalted may
have been the original motives for war. All these con-
siderations, while they do not prove that no good pur-
pose can ever be achieved by force, do show that force
is very dangerous, and that when there is very much
of it any original good purpose is likely to be lost sight
of before the end of the strife. .

The existence of civilized communities, however, is
impossible without some element of force, since there
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are criminals and men of anti-social ambitions who, if
unchecked, would soon cause a reversion to anarchy
and barbarism. Where force is unavoidable, it should
be exerted by the constituted authority in accordance
with the will of the community as expressed in the
crimipal law. There are, however, two difficulties at
this point: first, that the most important uses of force
are between different States, where there is no common

emment and no effectively acknowledged law or
judicial authority, second, that the concentration ot
force in the hands of the government enables it, to some
extent, to tyrannize over the rest of the community

Love of power, like lust, is such a strong motne
that it influences most men’s actions more than they
think it should. It may therefore be argued that the
ethic which will produce the best consequences will be
one more hostile to love of power than reason can
justify* since men are pretty sure to sin agamst their
own code in the direction of the pursuit of powe1, their
acts, it may be said, will be about right if their code is
somewhat too severe. A man who is propounding an
ethical doctrine can, however, hardly allow himself to
be influenced by such considerations, since, if he does.
he is obliged to lie consciously in the interests of virtue.
The desire to be edifying rather than truthful is the
bane of preachers and educators, and whatever may
be said in its favour thcoretically, it is 1n practice un-
mitigatedly harmful. We must admit that men have
acted badly from love of power, and will continue to
do so; but we ought not, on this account, to maintain
that love of power is undesirable in forms and circum-
stances in which we believe it to be beneficial or at least
innocuous.

The forms that a man's love of power will take
depend upon his .temperament, his opportunities, and
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his skill; his temperament, moreover, is largely moulded
by his circumstances. To turn an individual’s love of
power into specified channels is, therefore, a matter of
providing himi with the right circumstances, the right
opportunities, and the appropriate type of skill.. This
leaves out of account the question of congenital dis-
position, which, in so far as it is amenable 1o treatment.
is a matter for eugenics; but it is probably only a small
percentage of the population that cannot be led, by the,
above means, to choose some useful form of activity
To begin with circumstances as affecting tempera-
ment: the source of cruel impulses is usually to be
found either in an unfortunate childhood, or in experi-
ences, such as those of civil war, in which suffering and
death are frequently seen and inflicted; absence of any
legitimate outlet for energy in adolescence and early
yvouth may have the same effect. I believe that few
men are cruel if they have had a wise early education,
have not lived among scenes of violence, and have not
had undue difficuity in finding a career. Given these
conditions, most men’s love of power will prefer, if it
can, to find a beneficent or at least harmless outlet
The question of opportunity has both a positive and
a negative aspect- it is important that there shall not
be opportunity for the career of a pirate, or a brigand.
or a dictator, as well as that there should be opportun-
ity for a less destructive profession. There must be a
strong government, to prevent crime, and a wise eco-
nomic system, both to prevent the possibility of legal
forms of brigandage, and to offer attractice careers to-
as many young people as possible. This is much easier
in a community which is growing richer than in one
which is growing poorer. Nothing improves the moral
level of 2 community as much as an increase of wealth,
and nothing lowers it so much as’a diminution of
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'wealth. The harshness of the general outlook from
the Rhine to the Pacific at the present day is very
largely due to the fact that so many people are poorer
than their parents were.

The importance of skill in determining the form
taken by love of power is very great. Destruction,
broadly speaking, apart from certain forms of modern
war, requires very little skill, whereas construction
always requires some, and in the highest forms requires
a great deal. Most men who have acquired a difficult
type of skill enjoy exercising it, and prefer this activity
10 easier ones; this is because the difficult kind of skill.
other things being equal, is more satisfying to love of
power. The man who has learnt to throw bombs from
an aeroplane will prefer this to the humdrum occu-
pations that will be open to him in peace time; but
the man who has learnt (say) to combat yellow fever
‘will prefer this to the work of an army surgeon in war
time. Modern war involves a very great deal of skill.,
and this helps to make it attractive to various kinds of
«experts. Much scientific skili is needed equally in peace
and in war; there is no way by which a scientific
pacifist can make sure that his discoveries or inven-
tions will not be used to increase the destruction in
the next struggle. Nevertheless, there is, speaking
broadly, a distinction between the kinds of skill that
find most scope in peace and those that find most scope
in war. In so far as such a distinction exists, a man’s
love of power will incline him to peace if his skill is of
the former kind, and to war if it is of the latter. In
such ways, technical training can do much to deter-
smine what form love of power shall take.

It is not altogether true that persuasion is one thing
and force is another. Many forms of persuasion—
seven many of which everybody approves—are really a
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kind of force. Consider what we do to our children.
We do not say to them: “Some people think the earth
is round, and others think it is flat; when you grow up,
you can, if you like, examine the evidence and form
your own conclusion”. Instead of this we say: “The
earth 1s round”. By the time our children are old
enough to examine the evidence, our propaganda has
closed their minds, and the most persuasive arguments
of the Flat Earth Society make no impression. The
same applies to the moral precepts that we consider
really important, such as “don’t pick your nose” or
“don’t eat peas with a knife” There may, for aught I
know, be admirable reasons for eating peas with a
knife, but the hypnotic effect of early persuasion has
made me completely incapable of appreciating them.

The ethics of power cannot consist in distinguish-
ing some kinds of power as legitimate and others as
illegitimate. As we have just seen, we all approve,
in certain cases, of a kind of persuasion which is essen-
tially a,use of force. Almost everybody would approve
of physical violence, even killing, in easily imagined
conditions. Suppose you had come upon Guy Fawkes
in the very act of firing the train, and suppose you
could only have prevented the disaster by shooting
him; most pacifists, even. would admit that you would
have done right to shoot. The attempt to deal with
the question by abstract general principles, praising
acts of one type and blaming acts of another, is futile;
we must judge the exercise of power by its effects, and
we must therefore first make up our minds as to what
effects we desire.

For my part, I consider that whatever is good or
bad is embodied in individuals, not primarily in com-
munities. Some philosophies which could be used to
support the corporative gtate-—notably the philosophy
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of Hegel—attribute ethical qualities to communities as
such, so that a State may be admirable though most of
its citizens are wretched. I think that such philo-
sophies are tricks for justifying the privileges of the
holders of power, and that. whatever our politics may
be, there can be no valid argument for an undemocratic
ethic. I mean by an undemocratic ethic one which
singles out a certain portion of mankind and says “these
men are to enjoy the good things, and the rest are
merely to minister to them’ I should reject such an
ethic in any case, but 1t has the disadvantage of being
self-refuting, since 1t 1s very unlikely that, in practice,
the supermen will be able to live the kind of life that
the aristocratic theorist imagmes for them

Some objects of desire are such as can, logically,
be enjoyed by all. while others must, by their very
nature, be confined to a portion of the commumnity.
All might—with a little rational co-operation—be fairly
well off, but it is impossible for all to enjoy the pleasure
of being richer than their neighbours. All can enjoy
a certain degree of self-direction, but it is impossible
for all to be dictators over others. Perhaps in time
there will be a population in which everybody is fairly
intelligent, but it is not possible for all to secure the
rewards bestowed on exceptional intelhgence And
so on.

Social co-operation is possible in regard to the good
things that are capable of being universal—adequate
material well-being, health, mtelligence, and every
form of happiness which does not consist in superiority
to others But the forms of happiness which consist
of victory in a competition cannot be universal. The
former kind of happiness is promoted by friendly feel-
ing, the latter (and its correlative unhappiness) by un-
friendly feeling +Unfriendly feeling can wholly m-
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hibit the rational pursuit of happiness; it does so at
present in what concerns the economic relations of
nations. Given a population in which friendly feelings.
preponderate, there will be no clash between the in-
terests of different individuals or different groups, the
clashes which at present exist are caused by unfriendly
feeling, which they in turn intensify England and
Scotland fought each other for centuries, at last. by
an accident of inheritance. they came to have the same
king, and the wars ceased Everybody was happier in
consequence, even Dr. Johnson, whose jests doubtless
afforded him more pleasure than he would have
derived from victorious battles.

We can now arrive at certain conclusions on the
subject of the ethics of power

The ultimate aim of those who have power (and
we all have some) should be to promote social co-
operation, not in one group as against another, but in
the whole human race The chief obstacle to this
end at present is the existence of feelings of unfriendli-
ness and desite for superiority. Such feelings can be
diminished either directly by religion and moralty. or
indirectly by removing the political and economic cir-
cumstances which at present stimulate them-—notably
the competition for power between States and the con-
nected competition for wealth between large national
industries. Both methods are needed: they are not
alternatives, but supplement each other

The Great Wai, and its aftermath of dictatorships,
has caused many to underestimate all forms of power
except military and governmental force. This is a
short-sighted and unhistorical view If T had to select
four men who have had more power than any others.
I should mention Buddha and Christ, Pythagoras and
Galileo. No one of these four had vhe support of the
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‘State until after his propaganda had achieved a great
measure of success. No one of the four had much
success in his own lifetime. No one of the four would
have affected human life as he has done if power had
been his primary object. No one of the four sought
the kind of power that enslaves others, but the kind
that sets them free—in the case of the first two, by
showing how to master the desires that lead to strife,
and thence to defeat slavery and subjection; in the
case of the second two, by pointing the way towards
«control of natural forces. It is not ultimately by
violence that men are ruled, but by the wisdom of
those who appeal to the common desires of mankind.
for happiness, for inward and outward peace, and for
the understanding of the world in which, by no choice
wof our own, we have to live

From Power, A New Soctal Analysis (1938)



THE WORLD AS IT COULD BE MADE

In the daily lives of most men and women, fear-
plays a greater part than hope: they are more filled.
with the thought of the possessions that others may
take from them, than of the joy that they might create
mn their own lives and in the lives with which they
come in contact.

It is not so that life should be lived.

Those whose lives are fruitful to themselves, to.
their friends, or to the world are inspired by hope and
sustained by joy: they see in imagination the things
that might be and the way in which they are to be
brought into existence. In their private relations, they
are not preoccupied with anxiety lest they should lose
such affection and respect as they receive: they are
engaged in giving affection and respect freely, and the
reward comes of itself without their seeking. In their
work, they are not haunted by jealousy of competitors,
but concerned with the actual matter that has to be
done. In Ppolitics, they do not spend time and passion
defending unjust privileges of their class or nation,
but they aim at making the world as a whole happier,
less cruel, less full of conflict between rival greeds, and
more full of human beings whose growth has not been
dwarfed and stunted by oppression.

A life lived in this spirit—the spirit that aims at
creating rather than possessing—has a certain funda-
mental happiness, of which it cannot be wholly robbed-
by adverse circumstances. This is the way of life recom-
mended in the Gospels, and by all the great teachers of
the world. Those who have found it are freed from
the tyranny of fear, since what they value most in
their lives is not at the mercy of outside power. If
all men could summon up the courage and the vision,
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ito live in this way in spite of obstacles and discourage-
ment, there would be no need for the regeneration of
the world to begin by political and economic reform:
:all that is needed m the way of reform would come
automatically without resistance, owing to the moral
regeneration of individuals. But the teaching of
«Christ has been nominally accepted by the world for
many centuries, and vet those who follow it are still
persecuted as they were before the time of Constan-
tine. Experience has proved that few are able to see
through the apparent evils of an outcast’s life to the
inner joy that comes of faith and creative hope. If
the domination of fear is to be overcome, it is not
cnough, as regards the mass of men, to preach courage
and indifference to misfortune: it 1s necessary to re-
move the causes of fear, to make a good life no longer
an unsuccessful one in a worldly sense, and to diminish
the harm that can be inflicted upon those who are
not wary in self-defence.

When we consider the evils in the lives we know
of, we find that they may be roughly divided into three
«lasses. There are, first, those due to physical nature:
among these are death, pain, and the difficulty of
-making the soil yield a subsistence These we will call
““physical evils”. Second we may put those that spring
from defects in the character or aptitudes of the suf-
ferer: among these are ignorance, lack of will, and
violent passions. These we will call “evils of character™
Third come those that depend upon the power of one
individual or group over another: these comprise, not
only obvious tyranny but all interference with free
-development, whether by force or by excessive mental
influence such as may occur in education. These we
will call “evils of power”. A social system may be
judged by its bearing upon these three kinds of evils.
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The distinction between the three kinds cannot be
sharply drawn. Purely physical evil is a limit which
we can never be sure of having reached: we cannot
abolish death, but we can often postpone it by science,
and it may ultimately become possible to secure that
the great majority shall live till old age, we cannot
wholly prevent pain, but we can diminish it indefinite-
ly by securing a healthy life for all; we cannot make
the earth yield its fruits in any abundance without
labour, but we can dimimsh the amount of labour and
mmprove 1ts conditions unul it ceases to be an evil.
Evils of character are often the result of physical evil
in the shape of illness, and still more often the result
of evils of power, since tyranny degrades both those
who exercise it and (as a rule) those who suffer it, Evils
of power are intensified by evils of character in those
who have power, and by fear of the physical evil which
1s apt to be the lot of those who have no power. For
all these reasons, the three sorts of evil are intertwined.
Nevertheless, speaking broadly, we may distinguish
among our misfortunes those which have their proxi-
mate cause In the material world, those which are
mainly due to defects in ourselves, and those which
spring from our being subject to the control of others.

The main methods of combating these evils are:
for physical evils, science; for evils of character, edu-
cation (in the widest sense) and a free outlet for all
impulses that do not involve domunation:; for evils of
power, the reform of the political and economic organi-
sation of society in such a way as to reduce to the lowest
possible point the interference of one man with the life
of another. We will begin with the third of these
kinds of evil, because it is evils of power specially that
Socialism and Anarchism have sought to remedy. Their
protest against inequalities of wealth has rested mainly
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upon their sense of the evils arising from the power
conferred by wealth. This point has been well stated
by Mr. G. D. H. Cole:—

What, I want to ask, 1s thc fundamental evil 1n our modern
society which we should set out to abolish ?

There are two possible answers to that question, and I am
sure that very many well-meaning people would make the wrong
one They would answer POVERTY, when they ought to an:wer
SLAVERY Face to face every day with the shameful contrasts
of niches and destitution, high dividends and low wages, and pan-
fully conscious of the futihity of trying to adjust the balance by
means of charity, private or public, they would answer unhesitatingly
that they stand for the ABOLITION OF POVERTY

Well and good! On that issue every socialist 1s with them.
But then answer to my question is nonetheless wrong

Poverty 1s the symptom slavery 1s the disease The ex-
tremes of riches and destitution follow 1nevitably upon the extremes
of licence and bondage “The many are not enslaved because they
are poor, they are poor because they are enslaved. Yet Socialists
have all too often fixed their eyes upon the matenal musery of the
poor without ieahsing that 1t rests upon the spintual degradation
of the slavel

I do not think any reasonable person can doubt that
the evils of power in the present system are vastly
greater than is necessary, nor that they might be im-
measurably diminished by a suitable form of Socialism.
A few fortunate people, it is true, are now enabled to
live freely on rent or interest. and they could hardly
have more liberty under another system. But the great
bulk, not only of the very poor, but of all sections of
wage-earners and even of the professional classes, are
the slaves of the need for getting money. Almost all
are compelled to work so hard that they have little
leisure for enjoyment or for pursuits outside their re-
gular occupotion. Those who are able to retire in later
middle age are bored, because they have not leamnt how
to fill their time when they are liberty, and such
interests as they once had apart from work have dried
up. Yet these are the exceptionally fortunate.
the majority have to work hard till old age, with the

1Self-Government m Industry, pp. 110-11 (G. Bell and Sons), 1917
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fear of destitution always before them, the richer ones
dreading that they will be unable to give their children
the education or the medical care that they consider
desirable, the poorer ones often not far removed from
starvation. And almost all who work have no voice in
the direction of their work; throughout the hours of
labour they are mere machines carrying out the will of
a master. Work is usually done under disagreeable
conditions, involving pain and physical hardship. The
only motive to work is wages: the very idea that work
might be a joy, like the work of the artist, is usually
scouted as utterly Utopian.

But by far the greater part of these ewils are wholly
unnecessary. If the civilized portion of mankind
could be induced to desire their own happiness more
than another’s pain, if they could be induced to work
constructively for improvements which they would
share with all the world rather than destructively to
prevent other classes or nations from stealing a march
on them, the whole system by which the world’s work
1s done might be reformed root and branch within a
generation.

From the point of view of liberty, what system
would be the best ? In what direction should we wish
the forces of progress to move ?

From this point of view, neglecting for the moment
all other considerations, I have no doubt that the best
system would be one not far removed from that advo-
cated by Kropotkin, but rendered more practicable by
the adoption of the main principles of Guild Social-
ism. Since every point can be disputed, I will set
down without argument the kind of organisation of
work that would seem best.

Education should be compulsory up to the age of
sixteen, or perhaps longer; after that, it should be con-

9



110 SELFCTIONS FROM BERTRAND RUSSELL

tinued or not at the option of the pupil, but remain
free (for those who desire it) up to at least the age of
twenty-one. When education is finished, no one should
be compelled to work, and those who chose not to
work should receive a bare livelihood, and be left com-
pletely free, but probably it would be desirable that
there should be a strong public opinion in favour of
work, so that only comparatively few should choose
idleness  One great advantage of making 1dleness eco-
nomically possible 1s that it would afford a powesful
motive for making work not disagreeable; and no com-
munity where most work 1s disagreeable can be said
to have found a solution of economic problems. I
think it is reasonable to assume that few would choose
idleness, 1n view of the fact that even now at least mune
out of ten of those who have (say) £100 a year from
investments prefer to increase “their income by paid
work

Coming now to that great majority who will not
choose idleness, I think we may assume that, with the
help of science, and by the ehmination of the wvast
amount of unproductive work involved in the internal
and international competition, the whole community
could be kept in comfort by means of four hours’ work
a day. It is already bemng urged by experienced
éemployers that their cmployees can actually produce
as much in a six hours’ day as they can when they wotk
eight hours In a world where there is a much higher
level of technical instruction than there is now. the
same tendency will be accentuated. People will be
taught not only, as at present, one trade, or one small
portion of a trade, but several trades, so that they'can
vary their occupation according to the seasons and
fluctuations of demand Every industry will be self-
governing as regards its internal affairs, and even
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separate factories will decide for themselves all ques-
tions that only concern those who work in them. There
will not be capitalist management, as at present, but
management by elected representatives, as in politics.
Relations between different groups of producers will be
settled by the Guild Congress, matters concerning the
community as the ihabitants of a certain area will
continue to be decided by Parliament, while all dis-
putes between Parliament and the Guild Congress will
be decided by a body composed of representatives of
both 1n equal numbers

Payment will not be made, as at present, only for
work actually required and performed, but for willing-
ness to work. This system is already adopted in much
of the better paid work: a man occupies a certain
position, and retains it even at times when there hap-
pens to be very little to do. The dread of unemploy-
ment and loss of livelihood will no Jonger haunt men
hke a nightmare Whether all who are willing.to
work will be paid equally, or whether exceptional skill
will still command exceptional pay, is a matter which
may be left to each Guild to decide for itself. An
opera-singer who received no more pay than a scene-
shifter might choose to be a scene-shifter until the sys-
tem was changed: if so, higher pay would probably be
found necessary. But if it were freely voted by the
Guild, it could hardly constitute a grievance.

Whatever might be done towards makine work
agreeable, 1t is to be presumed that some trades would
always remain unpleasant. Men could be attracted
into these by higher pay or shorter hours, instead of
being driven into them by destitution. The communi-
ty would then have a strong economic motive for find-

ing ways of diminishing the disagreeableness of thqsc
exceptional trades.
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There would still have to be money, or something
analogous to 1t, in any community such as we are ima-
gining. The Anarchist plan of a free distribution of
the total produce of work in equal shares does not get
rid of the need for some standard of exchange value,
since one man will choose to take his share in one form
and another in another When the day comes for dis-
tributing luxuries, old ladies will not want their quota
of cigars, nor young men their just proportion of lap-
dog: this will make it necessary to know how many
cigars are the equivalent of one lap-dog. Much the
simplest way is to pay an income, as at present, and
allow relative values to be adjusted according to
demand.  But if actual coin were paid, a man might
hoard it and in time become a capitalist. To prevent
this, it would be best to pay notes available only during
a certain period, say one year from the date of issue.
This would enable a man to save up for his annual
holiday, but not to save indefinitely.

There is a very great deal to be said for the Anar-
chist plan of allowing necessaries, and all commodities
that can easily be produced in quantities adequate to
any possible demand, to be given away freely to all
who ask for them, in any amounts they may require.
The question whether this plan should be adopted is,
to my mind, a purely technical one- would it be, in
fact, possible to adopt it without much waste and con-
sequent diversion of labour to the production of neces-
saries when it might be more usefully employed other-
wise 2 I have not the means of answering this ques-
tion, but I think it exceedingly probable that, sooner
or later with the continued improvement in the
methods of production, this Anarchist plan will be-
come feasible; and when it does, it certainly ought to
be adopted.
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Women in domestic work, whether married or un-
married, will receive pay as thcy would if they were in
mdustry This will secure the complete economic in-
dependence of wives, which is difficult to achieve in
any other way, since ‘mothers of young children ought
not to be expected to work outside the home.

The expense of children will not fall, as at present,
on the parents. They will receive, like adults, their
share of necessaries, and their education will be free*
There 1s no longer to be the present competition for
scholarships among the abler children: they will not
be imbued with the competitive spirit from infancy,
or forced to use their brains to an unnatural degree,
with consequent listlessness and lack of health in later
life. Education will be far.more diversified than at
present: greater care will be taken to adapt it to the
needs of different types of young people. There will
be more attempt to encourage initiative among pupils
and less desire to fill their minds with a set of beliefs
and mental habits regarded as desirable by the State,
chiefly because they help to preserve the status quo.
For the great majority of children it will probably be
found desirable to have much more outdoor education
in the country. And for older boys and girls whose
interests are not intellectual or artistic, technical educa-
tion, undertaken mn 2 hiberal spirit, is far more useful ip
promoting mental activity than book-learning, which
they regard (however falsely) as wholly useless except
for purposes ‘of examination The really useful edu-
cation is that which follows the direction of the child’s
own instinctive interests, supplying knowledgc for

1S8ome mav frar that the 1esult would be an undue increase of

population, but such fears 1 beheve to be groundless See above,
Chapter IV, on “Work and Pav.” also Chap VI of Principles of Social
Reconstruction (George Allen and Unwin, Ltd®)
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which it is seeking, not dry, detailed information wholly
out of relation to its spontaneous desires.

Government and Law will still exist in our com-
munity, but both will be reduced to a minimum. There
will still be acts which will be forbidden—for example,
murder. But very nearly the whole of that part of the
criminal law which deals with property will have be-
come obsolete, and many of the motives which now
produce murders will be no longer operative. Those
who nevertheless still do commit crimes will not be
blamed or regarded as wicked: they will be regarded as
unfortunate, and kept in some kind of mental hospital
until it is thought that they are no longer a danger.
By education and freedom and the abolition of private
capital, the number of crimes can be made exceedingly
small. By the method of individual curative treat-
ment, it will generally be possible to secure that a man’s
first offence shall also be his last, except in the case of
lunatics and the feeble-minded, for whom of course
a more prolonged but not less kindly detention may be
necessary.

Government may be regarded as consisting of two
parts: the one, the decisions of the community or its
recognised organs; the other, the enforcing of those
decisions upon all who resist them. The first part is not
abjected to by Anarchists. The second part, in ordi-
nary civilized State, may remain entirely in the back-
ground- those who have resisted a new law while it was
being debated will, as a rule, submit to it when it is
passed, because resistance is generally useless in a settled
and orderly community. But the possibility of govern-
mental force remains, and indeed is the very reason
for the submission which makes force unnecessary.
If, as Anarchists desire, there were no use of force by
Government, the inajority could still band themselves
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together and use force agamnst the mmority. The only
difference would be that their army or their police forcc
would be ad hoc, instead of being permanent and pro-
fessional. The result of this would be that every one
would have to learn how to fight, for fear a well-drilled
munority should seize power and establish an old-
fashioned oligarchic State. Thus the aim of the Anar-
chists seems hardly likely to be achieved by the methods
which they advocate.

The reign of violence in human affairs, whether
within a country or in its external relations, can only
be prevented, if we have not been mistaken, by an
authonty able to declare all use of force except by it-
self illegal, and strong enough to be obviously capable
of making all other use of force futile, except when it
could secure the support of public opinion as a defence
of freedom or a resistance of injustice. Such an
authority exists within a country- 1t is the State. But
in international affairs it remains to be created. The
difficulties are stupendous, but they must be overcome
if the world is to be saved from periodical wars, each
more destructive than any of its predecessors. Whether,
after this war, a League of Nations will be formed, and
will be capable of performing this task, 1t 1s as yet
impossible to foretell. However that may be, some
method of preventing wars will have to be established
hefore our Utopia becomes possible.  When once men
believe that the world 1s safe from war, the whole diffi-
culty will be solved: there will then no longer be any
serious resistance to the disbanding of national armies
and nawvies, and the substitution for them of a small
international force for protection against uncivilized
races. And when that stage has been reached peace
will be virtually secure.

The practice of government by, majorities, which
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Anarchists criticize, is in fact open to most of the objec-
tions which they urge against it.  Still more objection-
able is the power of the executive in matters vitally
affecting the happiness of all, such as peace and war
But neither can be dispensed with suddenly. There
are, however, two methods of diminishing the harm
done by them. (1) Government by majorities can be
made less oppressive by devolution, by placing the
decision of questions primarily affecung only a section
of the community in the hands of that section, rather
than of a Central Chamber. In this way, men are no
longer forced to submit to decisions made in a hurry
by people mostly ignorant of the matter in hand and
not personally interested. Autonomy for internal
affairs should be given, not only to areas but to all
groups, such as industries or Churches. which have
important common interests not shared by the rest of
the community. (2) The great powers vested n the
executive of a modern State are chiefly due to the fre-
quent need of rapid decisions, especially as regards
foreign affairs. If the danger of war were practical-
ly elimmated, more cumbrous but less autocratic
methods would be possible, and the Legislature might
recover many of the powers which the executive has
usurped. By these two methods, the intensity of the
interference with liberty involved in government can
be gradually dimmished. Some interference, and even
some danger of unwarranted and despotic interference,
is of the essence of government, and must remain so
long as government remains. But until men are less
prone to violence than they are now, a certain degree
of governmental force seems the lesser of two evils.
We may hope, however, that if once the danger of
war is at an end, men’s violent impulses will gradually
grow less, the more_so as, in that case, it will be possible
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to diminish enormously the individual power which
now makes rulers autocratic and ready for almost any
act of tyranny in order to crush opposition. The
development of a world where even governmental force
has become unnecessary (except against lunatics) must
be gradual. But as a gradual process it is perfectly
possible; and when 1t has been completed, we may hope
to see the principles of Anarchism embodied in the
management of communal affairs. ,

How will the economic and poliucal system that
we have outlined bear on the evils of character® I
believe the effect will be quite extraoirdinarily bene-
ficent.

The process of leading men’s thought and ima-
gination away from the use of force will be greatly
accelerated by the abolition of the capitalist system,
provided it is not succeeded by a form of State Social-
ism in which officials have enormous power. At pre-
sent, the capitalist has more control over the lives of
others than any man ought to have; his friends have
authonty in the State: his economic power is the
pattern for political power In a world where all men
and women enjoy economic freedom, there will not be
the same habit of command, nor, consequently the
same love of despotism; a gentler type of character
than that now prevalent will gradually grow up. Men
are formed by their circumstances, not born ready:
made The bad effect of the present economic system
on character, and the immensely better effect to be
expected from communal ownership, are among the
strongest reasons for advocating the change.

In the world as we have been imagining it, econo-
mic fear and most economic hope will be alike re-
moved out of life. No one will be haunted by the
dread of poverty or driven into rythlessness by the
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hope of wealth. There will not be the distinc-
tion of social classes which now plays such an immense
part in life. The unsuccessful professional man will
not live mn terror lest his children should sk in the
scale; the aspiring employce will not be looking for-
ward to the day when he can become a sweatcr in his
turn. Ambitious young men will have to dream other
day-dreams than that of business success and wealth
wrung out of the ruin of competitors and the degrada-
tion of labour. In such a world, most of the mightmares
that lurk in the background of men’s minds will no
longer exist; on the other hand, ambition and the
desire to excel will have to take nobler forms than those
that are encouraged by a commercial society. All those
activities that really confer benefits upon mankind will
be open not only to the fortunate few but to all who
have sufficient ambition and native aptitude. Science,
labour-saving inventions, technical progress of all kinds
may be confidently expected to flourish far more than
at present, since they will be the road to honour, and
honour will have to replace money among those of the
young who desire to achieve success. Whether art will
flourish in a Socialistic community depends upon the
form of Socialism adopted, 1f the State or any pubhc
authority (no matter what) insists upon controlling
art, and only licensing those whom it regards as pro-
ficient, the result will be disaster. But if there 1s real
freedom, allowing every man who so desires to take up
an artist’s career at ‘the cost of some sacrifice of com-
fort, it is likely that the atmosphere of hope, and the
absence of economic compulsion, will lead to a much
smaller waste of talent than 1s involved in our present
system, and to much less degree of crushing of impulse
in the mills of the struggle for life.

When elemenzary needs have been satisfied, the
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serious happmess of most men dcpends upon two
things: their work and their human relations. In the
world that we have been picturing, work will be free,
not excessive, full of the interest that beclongs to a
collective enterprise in which there 1s rapid progress,
with something of the delight of creation even for the
humblest unit. And in human relations the gain
will be just as great as i work. The only
human relations that have value are those that are
rooted in mutual freedom, where there is no domina-
tion and no slavery, no tie except affection, no econo-
mic or conventional necessity to preserve the exter-
nal show when the inner hife 1s dead. One of the
most horrible things about commercialism 1s the way
in which 1t poisons the relations of men and women.
The ewvils of prostition are generally recognized, but
great as they are, the effect of economic conditions on
marriage seems to me even worse. There 1s not in-
frequently, in marriage, a suggestion of purchase, of
acquiring a woman on condition of keeping her in a
certain standard of material comfort. Often and
often, a marriage hardly differs from prostitution
except by bemng harder to escape from. The whole
basis of these evils is economic.  Economic causes make
marriage a matter of bargain and contract, in which
affection is quite secondary, and its absence constitutes
no recognized reason for liberation  Marrnage should
be a free, spontaneous meeting of mutual nstinct, filled
with happiness not unmixed with a feeling akin to
awe: it should involve that degree of respect of each
for the other that makes even the most trifling inter-
ference with hiberty an utter impossibility, and a com-
mon life enforced by one against the will of the other
an unthinkable thing of deep horror. It is not so that
marriage is conceived by lawyers who make scttle-
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ments, or by priests who give the name of “sacrament”
to an institution which pretends to find something
sanctiffable in the brutal lusts or drunken cruelties of a
legal husband. It 1s not in a spirit of freedom that
marriage 1s conceived by most men and women at
present: the law makes it an opportunity for indul-
gence of the desire to interfere, where each submits to
some loss of his or her own hberty, for the pleasure of
curtailing the liberty of the other. And the atmos-
phere of private property makes it more difficult than
it otherwise would be for any better ideal to take root.

It is not so that human relations will be conceived
when the evil heritage of economic slavery has ceased
to mould our instincts Husbands and wives, parents
and children, will be only held together by affection:
where that has died, it will be recognized that nothing
worth preserving is left. Because affection will be free,
men and women will not find in private life an outlet
and stimulus to the love of domineering, but all that
is creative in their love will have the freer scope. Re-
verence for whatever makes the soul in those who are
loved will be less rare than it is now: nowadays, many
men love their wives in the way i which they love
mutton, as something to devour and destroy. But in
the love that goes with reverence there is a joy of quite
another order than any to be found by mastery. a joy
which satisfies the spint and not only the instincts; and
satisfaction of instinct and spirit at once is necessary to
a happy life, or indeed to any existence that is to bring
out the best impulses of which a man or woman is
capable.

In the world which we should wish to see, there
will be more joy of life than in the drab tragedy of
modern everyday existence. After early youth, as
things are, most men are bowed down by forethought,
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no longer capable of light-hearted gaiety, but only of
a kind of solemn jollification by the clock at the appro-
priate hours. The advice to “become as little children”
would be good for many people in many respects, but
it goes with another precept, “Take no thought for the
morrow”, which 1s hard to obey in a competitive
world. There is often in men of science, even when
they are quite old, something of the simplicity of a
child: their absorption in abstract thought has held
them aloof from the world, and respect for their work
has led the world to keep them alive n spite of their
innocence. Such men have succeeded in living as all
men ought to be able to live; but as things are, the
economic struggle makes their way of life impossible
for the great majority.

What are we to say, lastly. of the effect of our pro-
jected world upon physical evil? Will there be less
illness than there is at present ?  Will the produce of a
given amount of labour be greater? Or will popula-
tion press upon the limits of subsistence, as Malthus
taught in order to refute Godwin’s optimism ?

I think the answer to all these questions turns, in
the end, upon the degree of intellectual vigour to be
expected in a community which has done away with
the spur of economic competition. Will men 1n such
a world become lazy and apathetic? Will they cease
to think ? Will those who think find themselves con-
fronted with an even more impenetrable wall of unre-
flecting conservatism than that which confronts them
at present? These are important questions; for it 1s ulti-
mately to science that mankind must look for their
success in combating physical evils.

If the other conditions that we have postulated can
be realized, it seems almost certain that there must be
less illness than there is at present. Population will
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no longer be congested in slums; children will have far
more fresh air and open country, the hours of work
will be only such as are wholesome, not excessive and
exhausting as they are at present.

As for the progress of science, that depends very
largely upon the degree of intellectual liberty existing
in the new society. It all science is organized and
supervised by the State, it will rapidly become stereo-
typed and dead. Fundamental advances will not be
made, because, untd they have been made, they will
seem too doubtful to warrant the expenditure of public
money upon them. Authority will be 1n the hands of
the old, especially of men who have achieved scienti-
fic eminence, such men will be hostile to those among
the young who do not flatter them by agreeing with
their theories. Under a bureaucratic State Socialism
it is to be feared that science would soon cease to be
progressive and acquire medizval respect for authority.

But under a freer system, which would enable all
kinds of groups to employ as many men of science as
they chose, and would allow the “vagabond’s wage” to
those who desired to pursue some study so new as to
be wholly unrecognized, there is every reason to think
that science would flourish as it has never done
hitherto. And if that were the case, I do not believe
that any other obstacle would exist to the physical pos-
sibilty of our system.

The question of the number of hours of work neces-
sary to produce general material comfort is partly tech-
nical, partly one of organization. We may assume that
there would be no longer unproductive labour spent
on armaments, national defence, advertisements, costly
luxuries for the very rich, or any of the other futilities
incidental to our competitive system. If each indus-
trial Guild secured for a term of years the advantages,
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or part of the advantages, of any new invention or
method which it introduced, it is pretty certain that
every encouragement would be given to techmcal pro-
gress. The life of a discoverer or inventor is in itself
agreeable. those who adopt it, as things are now, are
seldom much actuated by economic motives, but rather
by the mterest of the work together with the hope of
honour; and these motives would operate more widely
than they do now, since fewer people would be pre-
vented from obeying them by economic necessities. And
there 1s no doubt that intellect would work more keenly
and creatively in a world where instinct was less
thwarted, where the joy of life was greater, and where
consequently there would be more vitality in men than
there 1s at present.

There remains the population question, which ever
since the time of Malthus, has been the last refuge of
those to whom the possibility of a better world 1s dis-
agreeable But this question is now a very different
one from what 1t was a hundred years ago. The decline
of the birth-rate in all civilized countries, which is
pretty certain to continue whatever economic system
is adopted, suggests that, especially when the probable
effects of the war are taken into account, the popula-
tion of Western Europe is not likely to increase very
much beyond its present level, and that of America »
likely to increase through immigration. Negroes may
continue to increase n the tropics, but are not likely to
be a serious menance to the white inhabitants of tem-
perate regions. There remains, of course, the Yellow
Peril; but by the time that begins to be serious, it is
quite likely that the birthrate will also have begun to
decline among the races of Asia. If not, there are other
means of dealing with this question; and in any case
the whole matter is too conjectural to be set up ser-
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iously as a bar to our hopes. I conclude that, though
no certain forecast is possible, there is not any valid
reason for regarding the possible increase of popula-
tion as a serious obstacle to Socialism.

Our discussion has led us to the belief that the
communal ownership of land and capital, which con-
stitutes the characteristic doctrine of Socialism and
Anarchist Communism, is a necessary step towards the
removal of the evils from which the world suffers at
present and the creation of such a society as any
humane man must wish to see realized. But though a
necessary step. Socialism alone is by no means sufficient.
There are various forms of Socialism: the form in
which the State is the employer and all who work re-
ceive wages from it involves dangers of tyranny and
interference with progress which would make it, if

ible, even worse than the present regime. On the
other hand, Anarchism, which avoids the dangers of
State Socialism, has dangers and difficulties of its own,
which make it probable that, within any reasonable
period of time, it could not last long even if it were
established. Nevertheless 1t remains an ideal to which
, we should wish to approach as nearly as possible, and
which, in some distant age, we hope may be reached
completely. Svndicalism shares many of the defects
of Anarchism, and, like it, would prove unstable, since
the need of a central government would make itself
felt almost at once.

The system we have advocated is a form of Guild
Socialism, leaning more, perhaps, towards Anarchism
than the official Guildsman would wholly approve. It
1s in the matters that politicians usually ignore-—science
and art, human relations, and the joy of life—that
Anarchism is strongest, and it is chiefly for the sake of
these things that we included such more or less Anar-
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chist proposals as the “vagabond’s wage”. It is by its:
effects outside economics and politics, at least as much
as by effects inside them, that a social system should
be judged. And if Socialism ever comes, it is only
likely to prove beneficent if non-economic goods are
valued and consciously pursued.

The world that we must seek is a world in which
the creative spirit is alive, in which life 1s an adven-
ture full of joy and hope, based rather upon the
impulse to construct than upon the desire to retain
what we possess or to seize what is possessed by others.
It must be a world in which affection has free play, in
which love is purged of the instinct for domination, in
which cruelty and envy have been dispelled by happi-
ness and the unfettered development of the instincts
that build up life and fill it with mental delights. Such
a world is possible; it waits only for men to wish to
create it.

Meantime the world in which we exist has other
aims. But it will pass away, burnt up in the fire of its
own hot passions; and from 1ts ashes will spring a new
and younger world, full of fresh hope, with the hght of
morning in its eyes.

From Roads to Freedom (1918)

10






NOTES

ON THE VALUE OF SCEPTICISM

On the Value of Scepticism 13 the Introductorv Essav to Mr Russell's
Sceptical Essays (19287 As Mr Russell’s entne approach to all impor-
tant questions of the present time 1s rational, this essay which states the
case for rationalism naturallv forms an important part of the wnter's
social philosophy  Those who are interested in the subject may read
with profit the following essavs in the same volume (IV) Can Men be
Rational ? (IX) The Harm that Good Men Do, and (XI) The Need
for Political Scepticism

p 1 subversive likelv to cause destruction or overthrow of religion,
molahtv, prnciples, constitution, etc

clairvoyants those who possess the power of seeing mentally what
1s happening or easts out of sight

bookmakers professional betting men who accept bets from
punters

Pyrihe disciple of Anaxarchus and founder of the Sceptical or
Pyrrhonian Schoot of Philosophy  He taught that we can know
nothing of the nature of things, but that the best attitude of
mind 1 suspense of judgment which brings with 1t calmness of

mind Consistent P+ rrhonists were said even to doubt that they
doubted

p 2 Ewmstein  Albert (b 1879), great German mathematician and
Nobel Prize-winner for Physics, now a professor at one of the
leading American untversittes His famous Theorv of Relatinitv
has upset manv of the accepted notions in phvsics and other
sciences  He has shown that time 1s a co-ordinate of space,
that distances 1n the universe aie relative, not absolute, and that
the umverse 1tself 15 constantly expanding or contracting in size

P 3 Except in China, Mr Russell 1s a great admirer of China
and her people He spent some months 1n China as a profes-
sor and the outcome of his stav there 1s his The Problem of

China zs well as several essavs on different aspects of Chinese
hfe

pound sterling legal tender of the United Kingdom The term
was much used 1n 1931 when Great Britain abandoned the gold
standard The pound sterling instead of the sovereign of gold,
became the standard by which debts ovciseas were pad It
value 1in gold was about 155 6d

P 4 Dr Rwers Willhlam Halse (1864-1922), noted Bntish Psycho-
pathologist  Hc was the Unnersity Lecturer at Cambndge in
the Phisiology of the Senses He founded the Cambndge school
of Lxperimental Psichology He wvisted South India in 1902



128

P 5
p 6
P 7
p 8
p 10
P 11

NOTES

and published The Todas (1906) His History of Melanesian
Society (2 Vols, 1914) was the outcome of his visit to Melane-
sian 1slands

anthropological data matenal collected from the study of the
physical, psychological and cultural peculianties of the pcople

Melanesia one of the threc great divisions of the oceanic islands
in the central and western Pacific It embraces north-east of
New Gumea, Solomon, Santa Cruz, New Hebndes, Fip and
several other islands They are inhabited by the Papuan and
its albed tnbes

Westermarck Hermann (b 1862) Lecturer in Souology at the
University of Finland He wrote History of Human Marnape
(London, 1891) which has been translated into many languages

belligerent countries countries engaged in conflict

the Quakers a cant name given to the Society of Friends, a re-
ligious fellowship founded in the middle of the 17th century by
George Fox (1624-1691) It has no formulated creed and no
priesthood or outward sacrament Fox emphasized the impor-
tance of repentance and personal striving after truth and insisted
on the posstbility 1n this life of complete victory over sin  The
Quakers are averse to military scrvice and are noted for their

philanthropy

e collectiwe nsanuy The nse of Shintoism, Nazism and
Fascism has given ample evidence of the truth of this statement
The part played by intelleciual peychologists Contemporary

phychologv has developed tremendouslv in reccnt ycars and
there are in existence at the present day several schools of psycho-
logical thought Theyv are Behaviounst, Formahsm o1 “Gestalt”,
Psycho-analysis and the “Two factor” theorv  All these systems
simply investigate behaviour, or the mental processes undeilying
behaviour

volition exercise of the will
the three R’s reading, wnting and anthmetic

Freudians followers of Sigmund Freud, the fathcr of modern
psycho-analysis

If the French in the Ruhr Ruhr, the gieat industrial district
of Germany was occupied n January 1923 bv the French as
Germany failed to pay the money agreed upon as reparations
This led to a good deal of trouble between the French and the
people of the distict The French remaimned there ull rga2s

If Napoleon . . Amiens A treaty was signed in March 1809
betwecen England and Fiance at Amiens Napoleon’s ambitron
to humihiate England, however, would not allow him to stick to
the treaty The first rupture of the peace of Amiens came with
his attacks on Holland and other countries Next he made vast
premaratiens for the invasion of England and at the same time
seized Hanover. _
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exhortaitons addresses stronglv urging people to behave m a cer-
tain manner

ductless glands There are several glands in the body which
yield up their secretions (hormones) to the blood without the
mtermediary of a duct The secretions of these glands govern
nutntion, growth and metabohism of the body Both physical
perfection and mental make-up are affected by their functioning
Defects may be remedied by admimstering glandular prepara-
tions or by surgical removal of portions of the glands.

Leibniz  (1646-1716), great German scholar and philosopher

Shakespeare puts “the compact” The reference 1s to Mid-
summer Night’s Dream, Act V, Scene 1,1 4

The Lunatic, the Lover, and the Poet,

Are of imagination all impact

One sees more devils than vast hell can hold

That 1s the Madman The Lover, all as frantic,

Sees Helen’s beauty 1n a brow of Egypt

The Poet’s eye, in a fine frenzy rolhng,

Doth glance from heaven to earth, from earth to heaven

“The Trojan Women” a tragedv by the great tragedian, Eun-

pides  In the scene referred to in the text, the Greeks are
shown to have hurled Astyanax, the son of the great Trojan
hero Hector and Andromache, down from the walls, that
he might not restorc the Kingdom of Trov

Euripides (480 BcC-406 B ¢ ), onc of the three great Greek trage-
dians He wrote a large numbus of tragedies, but only 18 of
them are extant today

blockade the closing of the ports and coasts of a country dunng
war time by preventing ships from reaching and jeaving 1t
Durning the first Great War, Germanv declared the coasts of
England to be 1n a state of blockade and tned to enforce this by
the use of submannes Great Britain replied to this in March
1915 with a blockade of Germanv which contributed very much
to end the war

homicidal maniac a mad person whose madness hies 1n making
him kil others

atrophied wasted away through imperfect nourishment

Qur instinclive apparatus The human wnstncts have been
arranged under two main heads, according as they are
more directly concerned with the claims of others or with
those of self In other words we have instincts of co-operation
and those of competiion In the first group are the instincts
relating to group-mamicnance, which can be considered under
the three heads of mating, nursing and herding  In the second
group are the instincts relating to self-maintenance, and these
also can be treated as threefold, accdrding as they are con-
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cerned with self-protection, self-assertion, or self-sustenance These
mstincts have been developed as instruments of racial survival
and as such thev ought not to pull against each other, but must
pull together

p 15 Utopian visionary, noble but mmpiacticable

THE UNIVERSITY

The University 1s the 18th Chapter of Mr Russell's ON EDUCA-
TION (Especially i Earlv Childhood}) He has divided the book inte
three parts Firstlv he considers the aims of education, and in discus-
sing them he attaches great weight to modern psychological discoveries,
which have shown that character 1s determined bv early education to a
much greater extent than was so far thought He then proceeds to make
a distinction hetween education of character and education in knowledge
The former, he says, ought to be complete by the age of six, because the
building up of character should be mamnly a matter for early years Mr
Russell then goes to the third part which he calls Intellectual Education
and discusses the sort of curnculum and conditions under which educa-
tion should be given Throughout this discussion he lays great stress
on the mmportance of mmtiative and individual work and emphasizes the
necessity of creating among the students throughout their education a
sense of intellectual adventure

p 16 Mozart (1756-1791), German opcra-wnter and composer He
made his first professional tour through Euiope when he was
six vears old

P 17 Renassance the revival of leaining in Europe after the capture
of Constantinople by the Turks 1n 1453

industnial  plutocracy the wealthv class which has ansen n
recent times as a result of the growth of modern industry

Reform Bill The Reform Bill in 1832 introduced adult
franchise for the first time in England and thus paved the wav
for the democracv as it exists todan The Com Laws were
repealed by Peel in 1849, because he had been converted to
. Free Trade by Cobden and Brnight

p 18 “Useless” learning pursuit of knowledge, as Mr Russell points out
in another essav, for its own sake and not with a uthitanan
purpose
“art for art’s sake” the 1deal of several Victorian wnters hke
Pater who looked upon art as an end in atseif
Renasssance tradition See Mr Russell's essav, “Useless” Know-
ledge for a detailed explanation

p. 19 brewing making of beer and other dninks by infusion, bothng
and fermentation

p 21 but, ltke Charles 11, . . about 1t ‘The reference is to the
famous remark of Charles II, “I am afraid, gentlemen, I am
an unconscionable time a-dving ”
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mechanical conformify to <ydem  mechamicallv following the
rules laid down by an institution

Montessorn Madam (b 1870), Itaban doctor and teacher In
1898 she became head of an institution for children of weak in-
tellect But now her methods have beent taken up in mant coun-
tries as 2 means of educating normal children Her system aims
at developing the child’s individualitv in every possible wav
The child is taught to look after iteelf 1 every way Physical
training, gardening, open-air work as well as manual work 1s
encouraged

The teacher shouid The methods suggested are heing re-
gularlv followed at Oxford, Cambridge and other umversities
In India the method scems to have been adopted onlv by some
post-graduate tecachers and that too not quite successfullv

P 22 Sabbatical year a vear in which the usual work 15 not to be done
Accoiding to the Bible, S year was the seventh vear in which
Israehites weie to ccase tiling and release debtors and slaves

Wetcrstrass  Karl (1815-1897), German mathematiccan He 1s
known for his wark on the theory of functions

P 24 a beckoning beauty torment  Great artists and scientists
are attracted bv some 1deal, vague at first, which drives them to
ceaseless activity and even makes them sacnfice several pleasures
of Ife, but which, nevcrtheless, fills thar minds with great
happiness

THE INDIVIDUAL VERSUS THE CITIZEN

After discussing 1 his ON EDUCATION the broad principles on
which cducation should be given, Mr Russell considers, in hus EDUCA-
TION AND THE SOCIAL ORDER (1932), some of the undesirable
factois i the present sistem of education  He thinks that rehigion,
natonalism, class-feeling, sex, competition, propaganda—all these factors
mn modern cducation tend towards social dwaster because, instead of
encoulaging virtues, they producc in the voung insamtv, stumdity, econo-
mic injusticc and ruthlessness  As an educationalist Mr. Russell 1s
pnmarily concermned with the devclopment of the students personalisy,
but he knows at the same time that cducation in citizenship 1s essential
especially because, on account of the umifving tendencies of the modem
world, it would be hoth impossiblc and foolish for a countrv to follow
an ssolationist polien  In The Individual versus the Citizen, which 1s
the first Chapter of this book, he proposes the queston Can the fullest
individual development be combined with the necessary mimimum of
social coherence » He believes that a greater haimony between the
seeminglv incompatible Individuabity and Citizenshup 1s possible provided
sanc methods are employved 1n educating children

p 25 cleavage acute difference of opinion

psvche  soul, spint, mind  In Greek mithology Psvche 1s the
beloved of Cupid or Eros, the God of Love
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p 26

p 27

p 28

p 30

NOTES

Hegelan tendencies Hegel (1770-1831), great German philo-
sophe1, was one of the foremost exponents of the philosophical
system known as Idealism After the French Revolution, the
Hegehan School of pohtical thought was the most dominant
Europe As agamnst the glonfication of laissez-faire and private
mitiative, the Hegehan doctrine glorified the power and author-
ity of the state The state was, indecd for Hegel, a mystical
being, which individuals must serve to the best of their capacity
and 1n which they themselves would realize the best in hfe

Goethe (1749-1832), one of the greatest of the German writers

James Watt (1736-1819), Enghsh imnventor whose expenments
graduaily led to the evolution of the modern steam engine

Letbn:z’s monads Leibniz, the German scholar and philosopher,
expounded Monadism, a system in which substance consists of
atoms or monads each self-contained and mdiwvidual, the whole
forming a peifect harmonv with its centre and cieator, God

camera obscura a kind of photographic-apparatus, projecting on
paper, for the purpose of tracing thc image of a distant object

cogmitive concerming the faculty of hnowing, perceiving and con-
cewving

Three Persons of the Trimiy According to Chnstian belef,
three persons viz Father, Son and Holv Spuit, are united 1n

one Godhead

Stoics followers of the ancient school of philosophy, Stoicism.,
founded by Zeno i Athens The essential doctrine of the system
may be summed up in the aphonsm, Virtue alone brings happi-
ness

Pythagoras Greek philosopher and mathematician

status gquo  unchanged position, state of society, government
etc as 1t exists at any particular time

Washingion  (1732-179g), great American soldier and states-
man In 1788 he was elected the first President of the United
States of Amernca

FJeflerson  (1743-1826), Third President of US A

Boadicea the queen of Prasutagus, king of a tnbe, 1 ancient
Britain  After his death, the Romans scized his kingdom and
insulted Boadicea and her daughters, whereupon she mutcd the
Britons to rebellion and defeated the Romans Eventually de-
teated by the Romans, she poisoned herself in o b 62

Scotland Yard Headquarters of the City of London Policc
genteel (1romical) belonging to the upper classes

Constantine  (274-337), the great Roman Emperor became a
Chnstian '»n AD 312 and the next year issued the edict of
Milan which gave civil nghts and toleration to Chrnistianp

throughout the Empire Chrstianity became o state religion
m Ap 324 and the pagan temples were closed
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The anarchic onigin of Chnstianity Chnstiamty began as a re-
form movement within the bosom of the Jewish church and
had been purelv a nationahst movement which in the beginming
had threatened the rulers of the Jewish state

Cathart  (Cathars, Cathansts) a widespread heretical sect of the
middle ages

Albigenses a rehgious sect of the 12th tenturn  The members

believed that matter was wholly evil and that only by rgorous
self-demal could men rcach a good Life  They denied that Chnst
had ever had a matenal exictence and strongly opposed the
whole teaching of the Church of Rome The sect was later
ruthlessly suppressed by the Pope

Franciscans order of mendicant friars founded in 1210 bv St.
Francis of Assissi  Formally approved bv the Pope, they laid
special stress on preaching and munistering to the body

Apostles  the twelve men scnt forth as messengers by Jesus
Chnst to preach the Gospel

Early Fathers the wnters who hved 1n the early ages of Christian-
ity and whose wntings are regarded as only of less importance
than those in the Bible

Confuctus (551 Bc-478 Bc ), the Latimised form of the Chinese
name of Kung Fu-tsze, Chinese politician and philosopher It
1s often said that Confuciamsm 1s a systern of morality without
religion and it 1s quite true that Confucius 1s essentially a moral
teacher, his golden rule bemng “What vou do not wish done to
voursclf, do not do to others” Nevertheless there was a re-
hgious sanction behind his high morality and the religious side
of his systum perpetuates national ; mmism and ancestor worship

Tibet The head of the government of Tibet is the Dalai Lama
who 1s also the rehigious head of the Tibetans

Mahomet (Mohammed), the great Prophet of Islam At the
beginning he sumply preached the new iehgion, but finding hum-
«elf bitterls opposed by his enemies and despised as ‘“ampostor”
he assumed in Ap 622 at oncc the position of highcst judge,
law-giver and ruler of Medina and two powcrful titbes
the Caliphs The Cahph was the title appled first in Ap 642
to Mohammed’s successor Abu Bekir as head of the Islamic
Stat. and defender of the faith The title passed to Tuikey 1n
1362 and was retamned by ats Sultans until 1922  In 1924 the
Caliphate was abolished by thc¢ Nauounal Assambls at Angora
Byzantine tradition Bvzantum on the Bosporus was the capital
of Constantine’s Roman Empire and the terrmm Byzantine gen-
crally denotes the East Roman Empire Chnstianity was the
state religion of this empire which lasted over a thousand years.
The Byzantin~ Empire made rich contributions to art, especially
in architecture and letters In 1453 Constantinople was cap-
tured by the Turks from the last Byzantine emperor, Michael
Palacologus ,
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P 33 those who pmy tune those who finance the umversities
should lay down the educational policy of the umversitics

the General Strike In fg26, for the fist time 1n England, there
was a general strike declared by the trade unions to support the
coa] mines In a few davs the strihe collapsed

P 34 Many revolutionaries i their day-dreams The wiolent
attacks which were made on the anstocratic classes during both
the French and the Bolshevik Revolutions amply prove the
truth of this statement

p 35 Briwh Admiraliy The mmprovements in the British nawvv are
comparatively modern  Iron was introduced as a protection at
first and in 1860 1t was uscd for constructional purposcs, to be
replaced later by steel  \s science progressed the navy took full
advantage of the scientific developments

p 36 dogmatist one who deals 1n positive unsupported assertions

P 37 pragmatists followers of the philosophv of Wilham James Ac-
cording to Pragmatism, the truth of a conception is to be tested
by its practical value. or 1ts woikableness It has been described
as a revolt agamnst the over claboratcd 1dealism of the meta-
physicians

Lergh Hunt (1784-1850), well known English essavist of the
1gth centurn He was the cditor of the journal, Examiner m
which he published a libel on the Piince Regent, the cldest son
of George 1Il and afterwards George IV, bv caling hhm “a cor-

pulent Adonis of fiftv’'  After several Goveinment prosccutions
Hunt was sentenced to a fine of £50a0 and to two vcars’ impri-
sonment

P 38 Latin Amenca South Amenica cacept Guinea It contains the
great republics once under Spamish or Portugucse sule  They
aic Braal, Argentina, Bolvia, Chile, Pciu, etc

absence of any vnund sense of citizenship . The second World
War has proved that, 1 spite of their different nationahties, the
Americans can unitc and show a stiong sense of citizenship

THE PLACE OF SCIENCE IN A
LIBERAL EDUCATION

This essas  which was first published in two parts 1n 1913 was later
mcluded 1n Mr Russell’s collecion of cssays, MYSTICISM AND
LOGIC, 1918

P 43 radio-achiwtty an atomc process which neither heat nor piressure
nor any other that we know can hasten or retard It 1s the
quality of emitting spontaneously radiations having great pene-
trating power Substances such as radmm, uramum, thonum
and their compoynds emit radiations having the power of pene-
trating opaque objects.
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modern aichemy Alchemv was the term applied to the earlv form

of chemistrv associated with magic It was mamly concerned with
the transmutation of baser metals into gold or siiver 1In the
16th and 19th centunes, howevel, the alchemists became akin
to the chemists of todav It was not tll the end of the 18th
centurv. however, that the modern science of chemistry was
founded by Robert Boyle

almost as a casual mcident The discoverv of the modern wonder-
drug Pemcallin mav be pointed out as the best illustration of this
statement

Faraday (1791-1867). eicat English chemist and phyvsicsst whose
researches laid the foundations of clectro-chemistry and were
followed by many important discoverics in clectro-dy namics and
chemistry

Maxwell (1831-1870), Brinish phisicist, best known bv his in-
vestigations of the hinctic theory of gasses

Hert:  (1857-18g94), German physicist who investigated the con-
nection between light and electnerty

I have not myself enjoyed . . As Mr Russell was pnvately
cducated at home dunng his childhood, he did not learn Greek
and Latun which he would have been forced to study m a public
schoo] This was indnectly 2 blessing, for according to certain
writers, the lack of a classical education has enabled Mr Russell
to be a grcat master of a ssmple and hmpid English prosc style

the more pugnaciaus atmosphere of the West The contro-
versy between the champions of a classical education and thosc
of a saentific education has been going on in the Britssh umver-
sibes for a long time  Long ago Swift was inspared to treat the
subject with satincal humour 1n his The Battle of the Books To
some extent the same controversy scems to have disturbed the
atmosphere of several Indian umversities

“education’” The wotd comes from the Latin word educare,
mcamng, to didaw out

»
Elementary education anthmetic  popularly known as the
three Ry

queen-bre It has been moved by thoss who have studied the Life
of the bee that these nsects have an elaborate orgamization There
are three classes of bees 1n a hive, the queea bee, who 15 the
one fertile bee, the diones, who arc males, and the woikers, who
are stenle females

Calvanistic hrorror  John Calvin (1509-1564) was a great French
Protestant social rcformer who settled 1n Geneva and tred to
mprove the aty in manv wavs  He aimed at making 1t a place
where 11ghteousness was paramount and_where those who trans-
gressed Cahan’s rules of good Ife, either in creed or conduct,
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were severely punished The central idea of hus religious belief
18 the doctnne of predestination which comes from the behef
that everything that happens 1s due to the will of God Calvin
would not accept the idea that man 1s naturally good, for his
doctrine was based on the 1dea of eternal salvation for some and
eternal damnation for others

P 48 the wurelevance of human passions . 15 concerned Accord-
mg to Mr Russell, human feelings, personal desires and motives
are of no importance and ought not to be of any value in the
discovery of scientific truth

)

it seems even to depend upon destroy This statement
appears to be especially true of poetry The hterature of every
country shows that at the begmning excellent poetry 1s pro-
duced, because the minds of the poets are unsophisticated by the
progress of civilization Their minds are full of strong feelings,
simplhicity  and  straightforwardness which arc destroyed as the
country progresses That 1s why, according to some wrters,
the age of great poetrv 1s gone for ever

a certain peevishness and undue the eccentric To some
extent, at least, the truth of this statement s nlustrated by
certain writers at the end of the Victorian age In the eighteen-
scventies several writers took refuge from the present in the Pre-
Raphaehite movement, while others hke Oscar Wilde wrote
books which missed being good literature because these writers
mustook mere cleverness and unorthodox behaviour and ideals for
ongnalitv
Galileo  (1564-1642), the great Italian astronomer who, as a
student of medicine, came to disbehcve and despise the pre-
vailing Anstotelhan philosophv  As a professoir of mathematics,
first at Pisa and later at Padua he made some valuable dis-
covenies 1n physical science and astronomv  There was, no
doubt, some scientific activity before Galileo, but he was the
first scientist to 1sclate clearly certain fundamental scientific
ideas and the first to present them forcibly to the mind of his
time

P 49 ever-accelerating velocity ever-incriasing speed

p 50 Inte truusm commonplace obvious truth
Aristotle (384 Bc-322 Bc), one of the greatest among the
Greek philosophers
Malthus’s doctrine of population Malthus (1966-1834), the
Enghsh Economist, publhshed in 1798 anonymously dn Essay
on the Principle of Population which set out to prove that in-
crease 1n population was dependent upon the presence of warmth
and food, and would only be checked by the lack of these
things, or by such positive checks as diseasc, eprdemics, wars
and plagues

P 51 tf was to him that Darwm . . . selection Darwin said, on read-
g Malthus’s wbrk, that natural sclection was the ineviable
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result of the rapid increase of all orgamic beings, for such rapid
increase necessarily leads to the struggle for existence

Malthus’s outlook The problem taken by Malthus had been
handled before him by lgranklm, Hume and others Malthus
smply crystallised the views of those writers and presented them
1n a systematic form with elaborate proofs derived from history

Darwmsm  Darwin (1809-1872), the British scientist, rejected
the theory of the orgin of man as explained in the Genests
and proved in his The Ongin of Species (1859) and The
Descent of Man (1871) that man 1s related to the
lower anumals and that in animal life there 1s a continuous
struggle for exsstence  This leads, he said, to the natural selec-
tion of those qualitics that are most useful to preserve and con-
tinue the life of the species This 1s the famous aoctrine of the
survival of the fittest, or natural selection In his days, Darwin’s
theories were fiercely attacked by philosophers and theologians,
but now they are the truisms of science

tons particles of moving matter carrying a umtary charge of
positive  or negative electncity

germ-plasm  constituent of germ cells responsible for the trans-
misston of hereditarv characters

“USELESS” KNOWLEDGE

“Useless” Knowledgse and In Praise of Idleness are the first two
essays i Mr Russells IN PRAISE OF IDLENESS AND OTHER
ESSAYS (1935) This collection of essays emphasizes, as the author
says 1 his Preface, “the dangers of too much organization in the realm
of thought and too much strenuousness 1n action”, while what 1s wanted.,
according to him, in our very complex modern society s calm consider-
ation, a courage refusing to be blindly led bv dogmas and freedom of
mind to do justice to the most diverse points of view In the first two
tssays mentioned above, however, the wniter 1s concerned with the utih-
tarian trends 1n modern education and with the problem of leisure which
the increasing mechanization of ow hfe 1s bound to create He wants
to fight the utiitarian tendencies 1n education by encouiaging people
to develop a contemplative turn of mind, while he advises them tQ
utilize their lesure 1n acquinng what he calls elsewhere “goods of the
mind” It would be interesting in this connection to remember that
one of his objections against Communism 15 1ts undue glonfication of
manual against brain workers

P 54 Sir Thomas Browne (1605-1682), English wnter and physician,
author of the well-known book Religio Mediaa

Pope Silvester I1 Svlvester (930-1003) was a great student of
chemistry, mathematies and philosophy

Prospero  the exiled and dethroned King in Shakespeare’s Tem-
pest He was an accomphshed magician and could control the
spints 1 the island where he was staying

necromancers. magicians.
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Homer the gicatest of the ancient Greeh poets, the autho: of
the great epics the Ihad and the Odysse)

jote de vwre the jov of living

Hobbes (1588-165g), English philosopher

the forged decretals . Constantine There 15 a legend that
Emperor Constantine who was smutten with leprosv received
absolution and baptism from Pope Silvester, and in gratitude he
1s supposed to have granted to that Pope and his successors for
ever not only spintual supremacy, but also temporal dormunion
over Rome, Italv and other countries i the West  The famous
document hnown as Constitution Constaniini is now uruversally
admitted to be a gross forgers, fabricated at Rome between the
middle and end of the 8th centun

the Vulgate the Latin version of the Bible, prepared by Jerome
in the latter part of the 4th centun
the Septuagint the Greeh translation of the Old Testament
(known by the syvmbol LXX) It 1» traditionallv ascnbed to
about 72 scholars working 1n the first half of thc grd century
BC
Jesutts the popular name for the rehgious order known as the
Societv of Jesus The order was founded in the middle of the
16th century with the purpose of converting the heathen, but
the members of the order mixed very much in political affairs
In England, for instance, they waie prominent in the attacks on
Ehzabeth's throne

Hippocrates (about 460 Bc-377 B¢ ), Greeh physiaan called
the father of medicine

Galen  (about Ap 130-AD 200), Greek phisician He was
physician 1o Emperor Marcus Autels and to many prominent
Romans

Paracelsus (1493-1541), German physician  He was a succes-
ful practitioner and was appomted lecturer at Basle University
But his objectionable habits, study of alchemy and mvsticism
and wviolent temper brought about his expulsion and for several
years before his death he was a wandercr  He 1s the subject
of Browning’s long poem, Paracelsus

Hellenie  Greek  Hellenusm 15 a term used for the culture of
ancient Gieece

Sun ZYat-Sen (1867-1923), Chinese reformer and malker of
modern China He organised the revolutionar party n 1893
and overthrew the Manchu dynastv He became the first pre-
sident of the Chinesc republic His most mmportant wntings
are Plans for National Reconstruction, Fundamentals of National
Reconstruction, and The Three Principles of the People

Basic Enghsh a sumple and well-controlled form of English in-
vented by Prof Ogden A complete language in 1tself 1t is
made up of B850 words which may be used for all purposes and
of which the meaning 15 fixed Basic cannot take the place of
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good normal English, but 1t is meant to give non-Enghsh-speak-
ing people a working knowledge of English

dialectical matenalism the term by which the philosophy of Karl
Marx 1s generallv known

bourgeois belonging to the muddle class

mntegration of society an mstrument of making the present im-
perfect society perfect

except those for the very rich the English public schools such
as Eton, Harrow, etc

such as have become antiqguity The oldest Biitish Univer.

sittes of Oxford and Cambridge have been allowed a free hand
by the State and have, more or less, continued their educational
traditions even to this das

The men who directed German Allies Dunng the Furst
World War, the German High Command thought that it would
conquer the Allhes through an intensive submarine warfare in
the Atlantic But the immediate effect of this step was that
some American ships were torpedoed and consequently in 1917,
USA jomed the Allies against Germam

the hunting of Fews in Germany One of the items in the pro-
gramme of thc Nazis 1in Germany was the elimination of the
Jews from Germanv How ruthlesslv and thoroughly the pro-
gramme was carried out 1s now a part of histor

Kulaks tn Russia Kulaks were the landowners in Russia befere
the Russian Revolution of 1916 When the Bolshevihs came
into power, the Kulaks were deprved of all their properts and
all resistance was violently suppiessed

lynching the tenn applied to the systern by which the people
take the law into their own hands Linching appears to flounsh
where racial antagonism i1s strong and authornity weak There
were scveral cases of lvynching in US A some vears ago when
Negroes were severely beaten and finallh burnt alive by 1n-
furiated mobs of whites Charles Lynch was an American
farmer 1n the 18th centurn who was the leader of the whites 1n

their summary vengeance on black men for crimes agamnst the
whates

Mephistopheles the evil spint in Goethe's great drama, Faust
Faust who was a voung studunt of philosophv and magic 13
shown 1in the drama to have entered into a pact with ths
spuut bartering awav his soul for the pleasures ot this hfe

Bergson Henn (1859-1943). one of the greatest among French
philosophers, author of Creative Fuvolution, Laughter and
several othur  philosophical  works  Bergson attacked the
matenahst mechanism of his own times, because he felt that we
cannot catch the flow and essence of life by mere thinking and
the intellect Lafe 15 that which makes efforts, which pushes
upwards, and hcnce what is important 1s unceasing action and
freedom Beigson said that all that we are and do 1s the voice
and the current of the Elan Vital—the vital urge—in us It
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18 clear that Mr Russell, with his intellectualism and sceptical
outlook on lfe, has no sympathy with Bergson’s philosophy

by windows nto . . ¢osmos by studying and contemplating
upon the great problems of the life and the universe

p 64 Descartes (1596-1650), French philosopher and mathematician.

Lows IX Jerusalem was taken from the Chnistians by the Sultan
of Egvpt 1n 1244 and this provoked the Seventh Crusade m
which St Lows, the King of France, took a leading part Taken
prisoner i Egypt he was ransomed in 1250

Brytus Brutus was a fnend of Julius Caesar, the Roman
Emperor, but he was persuaded to join the conspiracy to murder
Caesar In Shakespeare’s Fulius Caesar hc 1s presented as a
noble and dignified person

King Kaniska the chief among the monarchs of the Kushan
dynasty which ruled most of North India about the 2nd ccntury
He was a great and wigorous promoter of Buddhism

p 65 Burton Robert (1577-1640), Fnglhsh writer who was a keen
student of many branches of learning

p 66 abysses of wnterstellar space the vast emptv spaces between the
stars

IN PRAISE OF IDLENESS

p* 69 bootiegger the man who sclls intoxicating liquor in countres
where 1its sale 1s prohibited The termn comes from the practice
of traders ;n US A of carrving bottles of liquor in the tops or
legs of their boots dunng the years of Prohibition

p 70 gospel of work the advice constantly given to people about the
blessings of industniousness and the dangers of idleness

the Industrial Revolution The phrase describes the change that
came over industry in Great Bntain between about 1750 and
1850 It 1s marked by steam being substituted for hand labour
and by the construction of factories all over the country for the
manufacture of articles formerly made at home The inven-
tion of the steam engine gave a great impetus to this change

except 1 the South War In 1861 the United States of
America were engaged m a Civil War in which the northern
federal States fought with the southein confederate States The
southern States contained very large cotton plantations on which
thousands of negro slaves were emploved The mamn question
between the two sides was whether the southern States had a
nght to seceds and to keep their slaves The treatment of the
slave-workers on the plantations in the south was very bad and
1t was with the emancipation of the slaves after the victory of
the north over the south that thar conditions were considerably
mmproved

P- 71 Athenian slave-owners In ancient Athens the system of keepmg
slaves was very common, especiallv amongst the artistrocratic
classes As most of the work of the houschold was done by the
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slaves, the slave-owners or patncians got plenty of lessure which
they wisely utilized in the development of lhterature /a.nd the arts

p 75 plutocracy rule of the wealthy.

moreover authonty still . . . Matenalism+ When the Communists
came into power in Russia, the church was to some extent sup-
pressed, but Marasm took the place of religious teaching  Here
Mr Russell, with his immpatience of all authonty, takes an
opportunity to have a fling at the Russian Commumsts

proletanat  1Iit, the lowest class of a community, at present the
term sigmifies the poor working classes as against the privileged
classes

feminists supporters of Feminism This movement, started m
the 19th century and continuing even today in some countries,
aims at putting women on an equahty politically, legally and
economically, with men Up to the beginning of the World War
1, feminists had to fight long and hard to achieve their objects
Since 1914, however, women have secured a large number of
the nghts for which thev had been fighting

p 76 have professed a religion the rich Probably Mr Russell
19 thinking here of the following passage in St Mark, 10 “But
Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them, Children, how hard
is 1t for them that trust 1n niches to enter into the Kingdom of
God "1

revivalist appeals Among the Chnstians efforts are from time to

time made to create religious mnterest among the people through
meetings, etc  In Russia similar efforts were made to impress
on the people the mmportance of work

p- 77 fresh schemes When the present essay was first published in
1932, the Five-year Plan for the industnal and social reconstruc-
tion of Russia, was in progress It was, as Mr Russell predie-

ted, followed in 1933 bv another Plan which was much more
ambrtious than the first

p 80 “high-brow” a slang term from US A, meaning highly intellec-
tual

p 81 poachers trespassers, those who capture game by unsportsman-
like methods

mtlien surroundings, environment
pot-botlers works of literature wrnitten merely to make a hving

IS HAPPINESS STILL POSSIBLE ?

Is Happiness Stsll Possible ? 13 the 10th chapter of Mr Russell's THE
CONQUEST OF HAPPINESS He tells us in the Preface that the
book 13 not addressed to the learned and that the reapes offered 1n 1t are
‘“‘confirmed by mv own expenience and observation, and that they have
increased my own happiness wherever I have acted 1n accordance with
them” In the first part of the book Mr Russell considers several
causes of unhappiness which, according to him, are Byronic Unhappiness,

11
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Competition, Boredom and Excitement, Faugue, Envy, the Sense of Sm,
Persecution Mama and Fear of Public Opmnion In the present chapter
with which the second part of the book begins, the writer imvbresses,
however, on the minds of his readers that in our hfe happiness 1s not
all an 1mpossibility He then proceeds to describe with considerable
gusto the causes that can brning happiness and they are Zest, Affection,
The Famly, Work, Impersonal Interests and Effort and Resignation
P 83 the Seventh Day Advenuists followers of an American sect who
hold that the coming of Christ 1s at hand and maintain that the
Sabbath 1s stll the seventh day of the weck
p 84 Scotland Yard headquarters of the City of London Police
Bolsheviks The term Bolshevik means great and was applied
during the First World War to those who formed the majoiity of
the Communist Partv  Bolsheviks were looked upon with con-
siderable suspicton by the Bntish government
the heroes of Valhalla According to the Norwegian legends
Valhalla 1s the great hall of God Odin and the dwelling place
of the souls of warnors killed in battle The hall contains 540
great gates, through which they issue daily to engage in battle,
returmng at nightfall to feast with Odin and the Gods

P 85 de ngueur. ngorously
P 86 coterre a set or arcle of persons associated by exclusive interests

Michael Angelo Michelangelo (1475-1564), the greatest of the
Rennamsance painters of Italy
p 87 sophuiicated Occidental the European with his complex mental-
ity
pragmatic  practical In philosophy, pragmatism 1s the doctrine
that estimates any assertion solely by ts practical bearing upon
human 1nterests
Bewmng netther powerless revolutionary The truth
of this statement 1s borne out bv the conditions 1n several dcpend-
ent countries, both 1n the East and the West, where young people
are driven to revolutionary ideals, socrahsm or communism
p 88 conchelogists students of shells and shell-fish
p’'89 cuneiform wnting on ancient inscriptions of Persia, Assyria, etc
which resembled wedges or arrow-heads
mediaeval gurlds In the middle ages workers in the same trade
formed guilds or associations which controlled the trade, re-
gulated the supply of apprentices and acted very much as
modern trade unions do
P o0 Hardy's philosophic peasants Most of the characters in the novels
of Thomas Hardy are simple but serious-minded peasants from
the southern part of England called Wessex by him
the lost ten tribes ten tnbes comprising the Kingdom of Israel
who were carmed mto captvity by the Assvrians about 721 B¢
and whose identity was lost probablv by assumilation with their
captors
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Ephraim and Manasseh Both these ‘were the sons of the patnarch
Joseph  Ephram who was the younger son was exalted over
his elder bfother Manasseh in the father’s blessing His des-
cendants formed two of the tnbes of Israel established 1
Northern Palestine The descendants of the elder brother were
established in Samana and other places

p 91 fhnt implements Prehistonc man made his implements and
weapons of hard stone Thev have been discovered in several

places

Volga a great Russian nver

Yangtse the great niver of Central China
Onnoco niver of Venezuela in South Amernica

the baseball fan the Amencan who 1s keenly interested m
baseball, the national game of Amerca

P 93 the Councel of Trent Trent 13 a town in Southern Tirol s Ttaly
where a General Councll of the Roman Church was held be-
tween 1543 and 1569 1n thiee sessions It dealt with vanous
doctrinal matters and has deeply influenced that church ever
stnce,

THE ETHICS OF POWER
In his POWER A NEW SOCIAL ANALYSIS (1938) Mr Russell

tnes to prove that the fundamental concept m social science 18 Power,
i the same sense mm which Energv 1s the fundemental comcept 1n
Physics He shows that orthodox economists were mistaken in suppos-
ng that economic self-interest could be taken as the fundamental motive
m social sciences He discusses at length, in a major portion of thus
book, the various forms, such as wealth, armaments, cival authontv, ete,
which Power takes and shows bv several historical examples how 1t 18
ﬁassmg from any one of 1ts forms into anv other Impatient as Mr
ussell 1s of all arbitrarv power, he discusses in The Ethics of Power,
the 15th chapter of the book, the wavs in which power can be emploved
for human welfare, while 1n the last chapter of his book he consders the
more important question of the taming of Power
p 95 Lao-Tse Lao-Tsze, a Chinese philosopher who hved in the 6th
century BC and was the author of a work called Taoteb-hing,
one of the sacred books of the Chinese
gquietists  behievers in Quietism, a form of mysticism, the funda-
mental tenet of whach 1s that the final state of umon with God
1s rcached when the soul 15 1n a state of perfect inaction, and
that 1n this union the soul 1s putely passive under the aetion of
the Divine Light
P 96 Chnst’s third temptation When Jesus Chnst was a voung man
he passed 40 davs in retirement in the wilderness where severat
times he was tempted bv the Devil, cf St Matthew, Ch 4

apostasy the abandonment of one's principles or vows
P 98 innocuous not harmful
P 99 congenstal disposiiion, eugenics YThere are cecitamn persons
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who are mentally and physically defective from therr very child-
h How to mmprove such persons 1s a problem for eugemcs,
the science which studies the factors that mav improve the
physical and mental racial quahties of future generations

legal forms of brigandage the exploitation which systemati-
cally goes on 1n the present capitalistic form of society and which
the law allows 15 called by Mr Russell a sort of robbery

P 100 at the present day Mr Russell's Power A New Social Analysis
was first published in October, 1938, when war clouds were
threatening the pohtical honzon of Europe The Munich Pact
which postponed the Second World War by a year had just been
concluded. but the fear and suspicion of the Axis powers which
included Japan still remained

p 101 Guy Fawkes one of the consprators in thc Gunpowder Plot.
The purpose of the plot was to blow up the Houses of Parha-
ment on 5th November, 1605, the day on which King James I
was to open Parhament Guy Fawkes, a brave but desperate
soldier of fortune, was entrusted with the actual execution of the
plot He was discovered in the cellars of the Houses of Parha-
ment, later confessed and was executed

p 102 I mean byan . . . . to them” Probably Mr Russell 18
thinking here of the Nauns who considered the Germans as the
chosen race destined to rule over the world

p 103 England and Scotland . King The history of Great Britain 18
full of wars between Englaid and Scotland In 1603, how-
ever, both the countnes were unuted when James I becamte King
of both the countries The son of Mary, Queen of Scots, he
ruled Scotland for 20 years, before becomung also the King of
England on the death of Queen Ehzaheth

Dr johnson (1709-1784), famous Enghsh man of letters and
maker of the first English Dictionary His brography by Bos-
well records his hatred of Scotsmen It 1s full of his table-
talk 1n the club which he founded and which he frequented

aftermath of dictatorships The World War 1 was followed 1n
Europe by the establishment of dictatorships in several coun-
tries, especially ltaly, Turkey, Germany, Spain and Russia.

Pythagoras (582 Bc-500 B C ), Greek phlosopher He founded
a moral and rebgious school and gathercd round himself an
enthusiastic band of followers He began investigations into the
theory of numbers and 1s believed to have first discovered the
prinaple laad down in the 47th proposiion of Euchd His
teaching emphasizes the importance of a hfe of moral abstinence
and punfication

THE WORLD AS IT COULD BE MADE

This 18 the last chapter in Mr Russell’s ROADS TO FREEDOM
which was wntten in Apnl 1918 antk published 1n Novemnber the same
year As the wrniter hacF,not visited Russia till then, he could not obvi-
vusly judge how far the splendid picture of society painted by him in
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this chapter could stand comparison with the actual conditions in that
country It 1s clear, however, that his visit to Russia sometime after
the publication of his book disillustoned him completely and made him
50 angry with that countrv for her suppression of free speech and free
press that he found a great satisfaction in the illiteracy of the Russian
people. Mr Russell 13 evidently not a communist, because in the essay,
Secylla and Charybdis, 1n his book, IN PRAISE OF IDLENESS (1935),
he has compared Communismm and Fascism and found that he cannot
accept both With all his sympathies towards Russia and her people as
a convnced socialist. what he has stronglv objected to m Russian Com-
munism 1s the means emploved by the Russian Government 1in, carrying
out their programme The present Chapter, however, makes interesting
reading and should induce many a reader to compare the actual coads-
gons in pre-war Rusaga with the ideahstic picture so optimistically
drawn by Mr Russell

P 105 the Gospels the first four books of the New Testament 1ogether
they give practicallv all the known facts and teaching of Jesus
Christ

p 107 Soctalism and Anarchism In Roads to Freedom Mr Russell
defines Sociahsm as ‘“the advocacy of communal ownership of land
and capital”’, and Anarchism as “the theory which 15 opposed to
every kind of forcible government’

G D H Cole (b 188g), University Reader in Economics, Ox-
ford, and a versatile wnter

P 109 the best system . Kropotkin 1n one of the earher chapters
of Roads to Freedom, Mr Russell descnbes the system advocated
by Kropotkin in his books, Fields, Factories and Workshops and
The Conquests of Bread The sistem demands a verv great im-
provement 1n the present mcthods of production Under 1t the
whole system of wages 1s to be abolhished, there 1s to be no obh-
gation to work and all things arc to be shared in equal propor-
tions among the whole population, work 1s to be made pleasant,
there 15 to be no compulsior, no law, no government exercising
force, there will sti]l he acts of the community, but these are to
spring from universal consent

Kropotkin  (1842-1921), Pnince, Russian geographer, author and
revolutionary . While 1n the service of the Russian governmerlt,
he did much geographical eaploration, but in 1872 he asso-
cated himself with the extremest secuon of the International
He was scveral times arrested in Europe, but escaped to England
and settled there from 1883 to 1917, when he returned to Russia.

Guild Socialism It aims at “autonomv in industry, with conse-
quent curtalment, but not abolition, of the power of the State”

p 112 The Anarchist plan of a free disiribution , . According to the
Anarchist plan as explained by Mr Russell, ordinary commodities
would be granted to every one, without any obligation, while the
rarer commodities, of which the supply cannot easily be -
definitely increased, would be rationqd and divided equally
among the population Socialism, on the other hand, “would
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retain payment for work done or for willingness to work, and,
except 1n persons incapacttated bv age or infirmity, would make
willingness to work a condition of subsmstence, or at any rate of
subsistence above a certain very low nmunimum ”

the whole of that part obsolete Under the system ela-
borated by the writer, private propertv will not exist m the same
form as today, consequenthy there will be Iittle need for the part
of the Penal Code which now deals with crumes connected with
property

Those who nevertheless wicked Since the development of
thodern psychology and especially of povcho-analysis, here has
been a tendency 1n all civihzed countries to deal with crimunals
on scientific hines and not treat them as incurably vicious Better
treatment and opportunities for improvement are being given te
all crnminals and ever attempt 1s made to make them useful
members of societs ,

ad hoc special, arranged for this purpose

Whether, after this war, foretell Roads to Freedom was
first published 1 1018 when the League of Nations had nat
been formed

The practice of government criticize Anaichism demands
that government shall require the consent of all the governed,
and not only of a majonty, because the rule of a majonitv may
be hostile to freedom

by placing the decision that section 1t mav be 1cmembered

that under the svstem existing at present in the Indian Central
Legislative Assemblv, members of other commumties do not gen-
erally vote when the resolution or the bill under discussion affects
any partcular community

a sweater 2 sweating employer

Whether art will disaster The truth of this statement
can be tested by studying the development of art and literatuse
under the Soviet rule  Conflicting views have been presented by
different wnters on this subject

When elementary needs The views expressed by the wnter
in this and the next paragraph are fullv explamned by him in hs
Marriage and Morals

“sacramen!” a sacred ceremont which 1s one of the channels
bv which God, through the priest confers His giace or authonty
upon men Mainage )s one of the seven sacraments

to “become as httle children” The reference i1s to St Matthew,
Chap 18 “And TJesus called a httle child unto him, and sct hum
in the mudst of them And said, Venlv T sav unto you, Except
ve be converted, and become as little children, ve shall not enter
into the kingdom of heaven”

Godwin Wilham (1756-1836), Enghsh novelist and mscellane-
ous wrniter He was a dissenting minister, but s faith was shaken
by the studv of French philosophers His most important work
1s Enquary Concerning Political Fustice, 1793
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Y. 122. “pagabond’s wage” wages which are sufficient for exissence, but
pot for juxurv

® 128 The decline of the birth-rate The falling birth-rate 1n
several European Countries including England has been engag-
ing the attention of the authorities for the last many years

that of America 1s Lihely wnmtgration lramigratton is not

likelv to effect a great increase in the population of US A for
mnce 1921 this countrs has adopted the svstem of quotas in 1ts
immigration policy Each vear a quota 1s fixed for each nation
but the total number of persons allowed 1 very small For
mstance i 1933 about 23,000 from all nations were hllowed to
settle in USA .

the Yellow Perii The expression emploved bv the dailv papers
in Europe and US A to descnibe the vellow people, especially
the Japanese and the Chinese, when thev invaded the field of
white labour several vears zgo

®.124 Anarchism Anarchism has ansen within the Socralist movement
as 1ts extreme beft wing  While orthodox Socialism believes that
the individual will be free if the State becomes the sole capitalist,
Anarchism fears that in that case, the State may be as tvranm.
cal as the private capitalist Hence Anarchiim wants firstly,
to curtail the powers of the State and ulumately, abolish it
Libertv 1s the supreme good in the Anarchist creed

dangers and difficulties In Chap II of Roads to Ereedom, the

author discusses the darker side of Anaichism He savs that
while in the gencral Anarchist ciced there 15 nothing essentially
violent, the ¢eneral tome of the Anarchist press 1s verv bitter
Again, according to him, the revolt against law leads to a relaxa-
tion of all the usually accepted moral rules and to a bitter‘Spint
of retaliatorv crueltn 1t 1s also found that Anarchists are -
<hned to canomuse all who suffer for it, forgetting that some of
these suffciers are not genuine Anarchises  Lasthv “Anarchism
attracts to 1tself much that lies on the border land of insamtv
and common crume”’

Syndicalism  This movement arose in Fiance as a revolt against
political socialism It considers man as producer rather than
conswnet  Hence it 1s concerned with reforming actual work
and the orgamzation of industry, not merely with secumng
greater rewaids for work Its essential doctrme 1s the class war
to be conducted by ndustrial rather than political methods
Its chief methods are the stirtke, the bovcott and sabotage

® 125 from its ashes will spring Mr Russell 15 evidently thinking
here of the mithical bird Phoenix which lived for many centurzes
and at the end of its hife burnt itself on 1ts nest, a new phoenix
anising from the ashes
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