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FOREWORD

= IOr—
UBHAYA VEDANTA GRANTHA MALA,

It is under this name - at once bheautifui, suggestive
and challenging that a series of publications have becn
projected and planned. The idea is admirable, The
promisc is great. The designation of theserles is in itself
a complete discourse. [t is thought-provoking, and it is
also attracwve and inviting to all lovers of literature and
scholarship and to all devotecs of a unique system of
faith and philosophy.

South India is the proud and blessed country of the
nativity of Ubhaya Vedanta. It is well known that the
Karma Kanda of the Vedas dealing with rituals and
sacrifices was in course of time succeeded by the Jnana
Kanda called Vedanta - the End of knowledge. Even in
the Bhagavad Gita Sri Lord Krishna has given us a clear
indication of it.

When Sanskrit language and culture reached the
South of India, they were accosted by a‘language and cul-
ture almost as great and ancient viz., those of the Tamil
country. What followed was not a mere amalgamation
of the two languages and cultures but a wedding and a ma-
rriage. It is out of this alliance and intercourse there was
born the Ubhaya Vedanta. It does not represent two
different faiths and philosophies or even one faith and
philesophy in two languages. In truth and fact what is
called Ubhaya Vedanta can best be described and
defined only as a new and vital body constituted by the
two qrganic parts in Sanskrit and in Tamil. It is one
religion with both the parts of it inter-related and inter-
dependent, and, curious as it may scem. both complemen-
tary and complimentary to each other. The two parts
are thus calculated for their mutual elucidation and
invigoration. The plan and purpose, therefore, of publi-
shing an Ubhaya Vedanta series in Tamil and Sanskrit
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as well side by side is praise-worthy. It is no doubt
ambitious. But ambition in the good and great activities
of life is the most admirable of virtues.

The Upanishads are so called because of their being
an expression and record of the insight aud intuitions of
the great sages. The word Upanishad means that which
is seated closeby. Those sages lived in (God and spoke
their inspirations, as it were, in high poctry and
sublime language and also in the form of contradictories,
puzzles and paradoxes. To them indeed the Brahman
was in sight because of their insight.  There is no philo-
sophy in the world higher or more profound than the
Upanishads.

The Prabandhas in Tamil havebeen called the Tamil
Vedam. It ts the namc given to the 4000 verses composed
by the Alwars, as they are called for their having dived
deep in the understanding and appreciation of divine
glory. These compositions are not in any ordinary sensc, a
rendering cither of the Vedas or the Vedanta in Sanskrit.
They have, however, been accepted as Tamil Scriptures
becausc of the translation in them of the Upanishadic
thoughts. Though there are numerous passages in the
Prabandhas containing the profoundest philosophy of
the Upanishads, still they mainly deal with the chief
incarnations of Divinity as Rama and Krishna and of the
manifestations of the Divine in the form of the images
worshipped in temples. By the tume of the Alwars
temple worship had become an established and intcgral
part of Hinduism in South India. The central idea of
the Upanishads, thc immancnce of the Divine in every
object of existerce, and especially in the heart and centre
of every human being has been, so to say, cxternalised
with the result that in the popular mother tongue of the
people emphasis came to be laid not on the formless,
characterless Brahman of the Upanishads, but on its
more attractive and accessible manifestations on earth.
If the value of a religious system should be adjudged by
the kind of religious men produced by it, then the Suvuth
Indian temple worship which has produced the Alwars.
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must be accepted as supreme. It seems to me that while
the attempt of the Upanishads was to see and realise God
within, the object of the Prabandhas has been to see and
realise God at first without and then within. In the
Tamil Prabandhas the ¢mphasis came to be shifted tog
the manifestation of the Divine in the world of sense and
sight. In this manner the two philosophic systems came
to be assimilated to each other with the result that the
united streain became, even like the confuence of the
Ganges and the Jumna, sacrosanct and fertilising in the
highest degrce.  The Sri Vaishnavism of South India
thus became a kind of Catholic Protestantism. 1t is
theretore, a matter for gratification that 1n the projected
series of publications equal recognition and treatment
are accorded both to the Tamil Prabandhas and the
Sanskrit Upanishads.

[t is significant that the Prabandhas should begin
with what is called Pallandu. When the devotee loses
himself so completely in his love of God as to forget
himself and bless the Lord, it may be assumed that the
acme reached is at once profound and sublimely signifi-
cant. Though the Piabandhas have been commented on
profusely, still it has been done in a Jlanguage which is
neither Tamil nor Sanskrit but a dialect capable of being
understood only by select scholars. The proposed plan
of editing the Prabandhas with easy commentaries is one
which is surc to be welcomed by most people.

As regards the Upanishads it is unfortunate that
their true greatness, sublimity and beauty have not been
brought home even to the learned scholars. The foun-
ders of the different schools of Hindu Philosophies have
contented themselves with making them merely a battle-
field for their wrangling. The literary value of the
Upanishads has, I am sorry, not been brought to light.

As regards the human insight and intuition and of
the profound knowledge and practical wisdom enshrined
in them, they are unparalleled in human thought and
history. 1 venture to think that there are hidden in the



words and phrases contained in them intimations of great
sciemtific truths which even Western science with its latest
atomic bombs knows nothing of. I had hoped that the
learned editor of this series might be able to bring out his
own commentary on the Upanishads, dealing with them
not merely as authorities to be construed and relied upon
for purposes of doctrinaire philosophy, but as human
documents, that is to say as records of the insight and
intuition of great sages of old which might serve to be
belpful and consoling to the distracted modcrn men.
But it would appear that even the extant commentaries
have gone out of print and become inaccessible and
that the publication of the proposed commentary with
the gloss of the editor may itself prove sufficient to attract
public interest and appreciation.

It is unfortunate that in our country the editing of
great and good books has not been done with such scho-
larly care and minute attention as we should wish. The
ascertainment of correct readings, the references to
different readings, and the printing and publishing a book
without errors have not been a common feature of the
publications of Tamil and Sanskrit books. The learned
editor who is consecrating himself to the proposed task
will be bringing fo bear his profound scholarship and
careful attention on his task of the publication of this
series. It is highlv praise-worthy. With his acquaintance
of English methods of scholarly publications and his
mastery of Tamil and Sanskrit, he may be regarded as a
veritable Triveni Sangamam calculated fer the sacred
and beneficent purpose of growing food for thought.

As regards the particular Upanishads now selected
for publication there can be no question of their smpreme
importance. They are perhaps the most fundamental
of the Upanishads,—the Isa, Kena and Katha. The first
two of these are named after the flrst words appearing
in them. The raisown 4" etre of the name of Katha has appa-
rently not been discovered or determined. Katha must be
said to mean tribulation, as in the story related in that
Upanishad Nachiketas the hero is brought face to face



with the God of Death himself from whom he \is ablento
obtain answers for the fundamental questions proproun-
ded by him. I venture to believe that all these three
Upanishads contain material of great value still unsuspe-
cted, still remaining to be brought to light and correct
understanding.

The Isavasyopanishad should be regarded and appre-
ciated as containing a complete philosophy in itself,—
metaphysical, psychological, spiritual, ethical, aesthetic
and practical. It is true thar it has been commented on
by great scholars and philosophers; and yet I believe it
will not be offending them if I should assert that a careful
study of that Upanishad at the present day and especially
in the light of modern science and thought will be
calculated to reveal wonderful treasures. A rich mine does
not get exhausted soon. OQur Upanishads are richer than
the richest mines of gold or diamonds.

The Kenopanishad is in its own way wonderful.
Itisin form and substance, a question and answer a
short guestion and a long answer -a simple question and
most raysterious answer. The question propounded is
quite characteristic of the human mind, its eternal curio-
sity,—its endless Jijnasa, as it is beautifully termed in
Sanskrit. The most paradoxical of paradoxes is contai-
ned and declared in this Upanishad; that he who thinks
he knows Braman is he who does not know, and he who
thinks he does not know is he who knows it. What is
the unknown and unknowable of Herbert Spencer and
agnostics of his types before this paradox of paradoxes?
There is a great deal in this Upanishad. Tt is calculated
to challenge the understanding of the ordinary student,
and there is in it a great deal of mysticism and symbolism
to be expounded.

as 1egards Kathopanishad it is my earnest belief,
that many parts of it have mnot yet been adequately
understood or appreciated. It seems to me to be an
allegory intended to reveal some of the highest truths of
life and death. 1f Shakespeare in his Hamlet complained
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RAJAPDSHAKAS AND POSHAKAS.
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1. 8d Rengaramanujs Chakravarti, Rs. 1,000 weféser,
Kutendakuppam, Ketandapatti Post, Jolarde.
2. Rao Bahadur, Sti V. T. Rangaswami Alyengsr,
Balafinggar, Royapetta, High Road, Madras.
3. Sri Pulippakkam Seshadri Aiyengar,
Pulippakkam, Chengelput.

4, Sd L.V, Gopalsn, 3. A, 5 L,
Daivasikhamani Mudaliar Road, Lakshmipuram,
Royapsttas P.O. Madras,

* B, Sri T, Srinivasaraghavachariar,

g Advocste, Main Road, Puduppalayam, Cudalere, N. T.
8 SidL.C. Smdamv,mﬂachariar, B. A, B L.,
? Advocate, Chittoor,

7, 8ri Dotsiswati Aiyengar,
Rutired Tavildar, Kanakavailipuram, Tiruvalivy,

8, Matatraya Pandita, Sri A. V. Gopalacharys, 8. 4, B, 1.,
Advocete, Contonement, Trichinopoly.

a  Ruo Bahadur, 811 G. Rangaswemi Aiyangar,
Veda Vilas, Hindi Prackara Sabha Road,
Thyagarapanagar, Madras,
10. S M. Ansntasayanam Ajyanger, K4, 3L
(Deputy Spesker, Legislative Asssmbly, Deths,} Chittoor,
‘11,. Sri Orhaiyur Sundarachariar,
: “;gm Msda Strest, L. Conjecvaram.
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