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To the Knights, Citigens and Burge[fes in Par-
liament Affembled.

Gentlemen,
E that has Truth and Juftice, and the Intereft of Eng-
land in his Defign, can have nothing to fear from an
Englifb Pacliament.

This makes the Author of thefe Sheets, however Def-
picable in himfelf, apply to this Honourable Houfe, without any
Apology for the Prefumption.

Truth, Gentlemen, however meanly drefs’d, and in whatfoever
bad Company fhe happens to come, was always entertain’d at
your Bar; and the Commons of England muft ceale to alt hike
themfelves, or which is worfe, like their Anceftors, when they
ceafe to entertain any Propofal, that offers it {elf at their Door, for
the general Good and Advantage of the People they Reprefent

I willingly grant, That ’tis 2 Crime in good Manners to in-
terrupt your more weighty Councils, and difturb your Debates;
with empty naufeous Tnfles in Valuc, or miftaken Schemes
and whoever venturesto Addrefs You, ought to be well affur’d
he is in the right, and that the Matter {uits the Intent of your
meeting, viz. To difpatch the weighty Affairs of the K ingdom.

And as I have piemis’d this, {o I freely {ubmit to any Cenfure
this Honourable Affembly (hall think I deferve, if I have broke
in upon either of thefe Particulars.

I have but one Petition to make with refpet to the Author,
and that 15, That no freedom of Expreffion, which the Argu-
ments may oblige him to, may be conftru’d as a want of Refpet,
and a breach of the due Deference every Englefb Man owes to the
reprefenting Power of the Nation.

It would be hard, that while Iam honeftly offering to your
Confiderarion fomething of Moment for the general Good, Pre-

judice
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judice thould lay Snares for the Author, and private Pique make
g;}m an Offender for a Word.

Without entring upon other Parts of my Character, ’tis enough
to acquaint thus Affembly, that Yam an Ewglifb Frecholder, and
have by that a Title to be concern’d in the good of that Commu-
munity of which I am an unworthy Member.

This Honourable Houfe is the Reprefentative of all the Free-
holders of England ; you are Affembl’d for their Good, you ftudy
tharr Intereft, you poffefs their Hearts, and you hold the Strings
of the general Purfe.

To youthey have Recourfe for the Redrefs of all their Wrongs,
and if at any time one of their Body can offer to your Affiftance,
any fair, legal, honeft and rational Propofal for the publick Be-
neht, it was never known that fuch a Man was esther rejeted or
difcourag’d.

And on this Account Icrave the Liberty toafluie you, That the
Author of this feeks no Reward ; to him it fhall always be Rex
ward enough to have been capable of ferving his native Country,
and Honour enough to have offer’d fomething for the publick
Good worthy of Confideration in your Honourable Affembly.

Pauper Ubsque jacer, faid our famous Queen Elrzabeth, when in
her Progrefs thro’ the Kingdom fhe {aw the vaft Throngs of the
Poor, flocking to fee and blefs her; and the Thought put her
Majefty upon a continu’d ftudy how to 1ecover her People fiom
that Poverty, and make their Labour moie profitable to them-
felves in Particular, and the Nation in General.

This was eafie then to propofe, for that many ufeful Manu-
fa&tures were made in foreign Parts, which our People bought
with Englyfb Meney, and Imported for their ufe.

The Queen, who knew the Wealth and vaft Numbers of Peo-
ple which the faid Manufa&tures had brought to the neighbouring
Countries then under the King of Spasn, the Dutch being not yet
Revolted, never left off endeavouring what fhe happily brought
to pafs, w2z, the tranfplanting into England thofe Springs of Riches
and People.

She faw the Flemings prodigioufly Numerous, their Cities ftood
thicke: than her Peoples Villages in fome parts ; all forts of ufeful
Manufalures were found in their Towns, and all their People

weie
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were rich and bufie, no Beggars, no Idlenefs, and confequently
no want was to be feen among them.

She faw the Fountainof all this Wealth and Workmanfhip, I
mean the Wool, was in her own Hands, and Flanders became the
Seatof all thefc Manufaltures, not becaufe st was paturally
Richer and more Populous than other Countiies, but becaufe 1t
lay near England, and the Staple of the Enzliflh Wool which was
the Foundation of all their Wealth, wasat Auswerpin the. Heatt of
that Country.

From hence, itmay be {aid of Flanders, it was not the Riches
and the number of People brought the Manufatures into the
Low Countrres, but it wasthe Manufaftures brought the People
thither, and Multitudes of People make Trade, Trade makes
Wealth, Wealth builds Cities, Ciries Enrich the Land round
them, Land Enrich’d nfes in Value, and the Value of Lands En-
riches the Government.

Many Projeéts were {et oo foot in England to Ereft the Wool
len Manufa&turer heie, and in fome Places it had found Encou-
ragement, befosethe Days of thisQueen, efpecially as to mak-
ing of Cloath, but Stuffs, Bays, Says, Serges, and fuch like
Wares were yet wholly the Work of the Flem:ngs.

At laft an Opportunity offer’d perfetly unlook’d for, wiz. The
Perfecution of the Proteftants, and introducing the Spantfh In-
quifition into Flaxnders, with the Tyranny of the Duke D’ Alva.

it cannot be an ungiateful Obfervation, here to take notice how
Tyranny and Peifecurion, the one an Oppreffion of Property,
the other of Confcience, always Ruinc Trade, Impoveri{h Nati-~
cns, Depopulate Countiies, Dethrone Princes, and Deltroy
Peace.

When an Esglifb Man refle€ts on it, he cannot-without infie
nitc Satisfattion look up to Heaven, and to this Honourable
Houfe, zhat asthe {pring, #hzs as the Stream from and 6y which
the Felicity of this Nation has obtain’da Pitch of Glory, Superior-
to all the People in the World.

Your Councils efpecially, when bleft from Heaven, s aow we
traft they are, with Principles of Upamimity and Concord, can
never fail to make Trade Flourifh, War Succefsful, Peace cer--

taig;,
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tain, Wealth flowing, Bleflings probable, the Queen Glorious,
and the People Happy.

Our unhappy Neighbours of the Low Countrees were the very
Reverfe of what we blefs our felves for 11 Ton.

Their Kings were Tyrants, their Governours Perfecutots, theis
Atmies Thieves and Blood-hounds.

Their People Divided, theic Couacils Confus’d, and their Mi-
feries Innumerable.

D> Alvathe Spanifh Governor, Befieg’d their Cities, Decimated
the Inhabicants, Murtherd their Nobility, Profcrib’d thew Princes
and Executed 18coo Men by the Hand of the Hang-man.

Confcience was trampPd underfoot, Religion and Reformati-
on hunted likea Hare uponthe Mouatzins, the Inquifition threar-
ned, and Foreiga Armics incroduc’d.

Property fell a Sacrifice to Abfolute Power, the Counttéy was
Ravag’d, the Towns Pluader’d, the Rich Confifcated, the Poor
Starv’d, Trade Interrupted, and the 1osh. Penny demanded.

The Confequenceof thus was, as 22 all Tyrannies and Perfecuts-
ons 1t 15, the People fled and featter’d themfelves in their Neigh-
bours Countries, Trade languifh’d, ManufaQlures went abroad,
and never teturn’d, Confufion 1eign’d, and Poverty fucceeded.

The Multitude thiat remain’d, pufh’d toall Extuenuties, were
forc’d to obey the Voice of Nature, and in their-own jult Defence
to take Arms againft thewr Governours,

Deftruction st felf bas sts ufes in the World, the Alhes of one Ci-
ty Rebuildsanother, and God Almighty, who never aétsin vamn,
broughc the Wealth of England, and the Power of Holland into
the Wotld from the Ruine of the Flemsflh Liersy.

The Dutch 1n defence of their Libeity revolted, renouncd
theic Tyrant Prince, and profper’d by Heavenand the Afliltance
of England, e1e€ted the greatelt Comemon-wealth in the World,

Innumerable Obfetvations would flow from tlus pait of the
prefent Subje&, but Brevity is my ftudy, Iam nottcaching; for
I know who Ifpeak to, but relating and obferving the Connexi-
on of Caufes, and the wonderous Buths which wy thenin the
Wombof Providence, and ate lince cometolife.

Parucularly how Heaven direfted the Oppreflionand Tyranny
of the Poor {hould be the Wheel to turn over the great Machine
of Trade from Flanders into England. Aud
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And how the Perfecution and Cruelty of the Spamiards againlt
Religion fhould be direted by, the fecree Over-ruling Hand, o be
the Foundation of a People, and a Body that fhould in Ages then
to come, be oneof the chief Bulwarks of that very Liberty and
Religion they fouglit to deltroy. .

In this general Ruinc of ‘Tradeand Liberty, Englard made
a Gain of what fhenever yet loft, ard of what fhe has fince en-
creas’d to an inconceivible Magnitude.

As D> Alvaworried the poor Flemings, the Queen of England en-
tertain’d them, cherifh’d them, 1nvited them, encourag’d them.

Thoufands of innocent People fled from all Parts from the Fu-
ry of this Mercilefs Man, andas Ezgland. 0 her Honour has al-
ways been the Santtuary of her diftrefsd Neighbours, fo now
fhe was fo to her {pecial and particular Profit.

TheQueen who faw the Oppor tunity put intoher hands which (he
had fo long wifld for, notonly receiv’d kindly the Exil'd Flem:ngs,
but invited over all that would come, promifing them all poffible
Encouragement, Priviledges and Freedom of her Ports,and the like.

This brought over a valt multitude of Flemings, Walloons,
and Datch, who with their whole Families fettled at Norwsch, at
Ipfivsch, Colchefter, Canterbury, Exeter, and the ike. From thefe
came the Walloon Church at Canterbary, and the Dutch Churches
Norwich, Colchefter and Yarmouth; from hence came the Trus
born Englyfb Families at thofe Places with Foreign Names; as
the DeVinks at Norwich, the Rebows at Colchefter, the Papilons,
8c. at Canterbury, Families to whom this Nation are much in
debet for the firft planting thofe Manufaltures, from which we
have fince rats’d the greatet Trades in the World.

This wife Queen knew that number of Inhabitants are the
Wealth and Strength of a Nation, fhe was far from that Opinion,
we have of late fhown toomuch of in complaining that Foreigners
came to takethe Bread out of our Mouths, and ill treating on
that account the Freach Proteftants who fled hither for Refuge ia
the late Perfecution. )

Some have faid that above §oooo of them fettled here, and
would have madeit a Grievance, tho’ without doubt ’tis eafie to
make it appear that 500000 more would be both ufeful and pro-

fitable to this Nation. .
Upon
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Upon the fetling of thefe Forreigners, the Scale of Trade vifi-
bly turn’d both hereandin Flanders.

The Flemngs taught our Women and Children to Spin, the
Youth to Weave, the Men entred the Loom to labour inftead of
going abroad to feck their Fortunes by the War, the feveral
Trades of Bayes at Colchefler, Sayes and Perpets, at Sudbury,
Ipfwich, &c. Stuffs at Normsch, Serges at Exeter | Silks at Canterbu-
7y, and thelike, began to flourith. All the Counties round felc
the Profit, the Poor were fet to Work, the Traders gain’d Wealth,
and Multitudes of People flock’d te the feveral Parts where thefe
Manufa&ures were erefted for Employment, and the Growth of
England, bothin Trade, Wealthand People fince that time, as it
is well known to this Honourable Houfe ; fo the Caufes of itap-
pear tobe plawnly the Intnoducing of thefe Manufa&ures, and no-
thing ¢lfe.

Nor wasthe Gain made here by it more vifible than the lofs to
the Flemengs, from hence, and not as is vainly fuggefted from
the building the Durch Fort of Lzilo on the Scheld, came the De-
cay of that flouriftung City of Answerp.  From hence 1t is plain
the Flemizgs, an Induftrious Nation, finding their Trade ruin’d
atonce, turn’d therr Hands to other things, as making of Lace,
Linnen, and the ke, and the Darch to the Sea Affairs and Fifh-
mg.
gFrorn hence they become Poor, thin of People, and mesk in
Trade, the Flux both of their Wealth and Trade, running
wholly into England. ]

I humbly ciave legve tofay, this long Introdution (hall not be
thought ufelefs, when 1 {hall bring 1t home by the Procefs of thefe
Papers to the Subject now in hand, wviz. The Providing for and
Employing the Poor.

Since the Timesof Queen Elrzabeth this Nation has gone onto
a Prodigy of Trade, of which the Encreafe of our Cuftoms
from 400000 Crowns to two Millions of Pounds Sterling, per Ann.
isa Demonftiation beyond the Power of Argument; and that this
whole Encreafe depends upon, and isprincipally occafion’d by the
encrealt of our Manufacturers s fo plan, I fhall not take up any
room here to make 1t out.

Haviog
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Having thus given an Account how we came to be a rich, flou-
rifhing and populous Nation, I crave leave asconcifely as I canto
exzmine how we came ro be Poor again, if it muft be granted that
we are fo.

By Poor here I humbly defite to be underffood, not that we
ate a poor Nation in general; I fhould undervalue the bouaty of
Hecaven to England, and a&t with lefs Underftanding than moft
Men are Mafters of, if I fhould not own, that in gencral weare as
Rich a Nation as any 1nthe World; but by Poor I'mean burthen’d
with a crowd of clamouring, ummploy’d, unprovided for poor
People, who make the Nation uneafie, butthen theRich, clog our
Parifhes, and make themfelves worthy of Laws, and ‘peculiar
Management to difpofe of and dire& them how thefe came to be
thus is the Qucftion.

And firft T humbly crave leave to lay thefe Heads down as
fundamental Maxims, Which Iam ready at any tume to Defend
and make out.

t. There s 12 England mose Labour thaw Hands to performit, and
confequently a want of People, not of Employment,

2. No MannEngland, of found Limbs and Senfes, canbe Poor meer«
Ly for want of Wos k.

3. Al our 1o k-houfis, Corporatrons and Charities for employing the
Poor, and fetting thein to Work, as now they are emnploy’d, or any
Acks of Parliameat to empower Overfecrs of Parifles, or Partfes
thanfelves, to employ the Poor, cxcevt as (hall be bereafter exceptred,
are, azd will be publick Nafances, Mifehsfs to the Natiow which
Jorvetothe Rutn of Familres, and the Encreafe of the Poor.

4o That *tss a Regulation of the Poor that 15 winted 1 England, #:¢
a fettin them ro Work.

If after thefe things are made out, Iam enquir’d of whar this
Regulation fhould be, Tam no moreatalofs to lay 1t down than T
am to aflitm what 1s above; and fhall always be rcady,when call™d
to it, to make fuch a Propofal to this Honourable Houfe, as with
their Concurience fhall for cver puc a ftep to Poverty and Bez-
gery, Parith Charges, Affefflments and the like, in this Naton.

If fuch offers as thele thall be {lighted and 1ejfied, T have the
Sanistaltion of having difcharg’d my Duty, and the Confequence
muii be, that complaining will be continued 1 out Sticcts. .

*Tis
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*Tis my misfortune, that while I'ftudy to make every Head fo-
concife, as becomes me in thin%s tobe brought before fo Honoura-
bleand Auguftan Afflembly, Tam oblig’d tobe fhort upon Heads
thatin their own Nature would very well admit of particular Vo-
lumes to explain them.

1. I afficm, That :n kngland there u more Labour than Hands
to perform st. ‘This I prove,

1/}, From the dearnefs of Wages, which in England out goes
all Nations in the Would ; and I know no greater Demonfiration 1n
Trade. Wages, like Exchanges, Rife and Fall as the Remitters
and Drawers, the Employers and the Work-men, Ballance one
another.

"The Employers are the Remitters,the Work-men are the Draw-
ers, if there are more Employers than Work-men, the price of
Wages muft Rife, becaufe the Employer waots that Work to be
done more than the Poor Man wants to do it, if there are more
Work-men than Employers the price of Labour falls, becaufe the
Poor Maa wants his Wages more than the Employer wants to
have his Bulinefs done.

Trade, like all Nature, molt obfequioufly obeys the great Law
of Caufe and Confequence ; and this is the occalion why even afl
the greateft Articles of Trade follow, and as it were pay Homage
to this feemingly Minute and Inconfiderable Thing, The poor
Man’s Laborr.

I omic, with fome pain, the many very ufeful Thoughts that
occur on this Head, to pieferve the Brevity Towe to the Dignity
of that Affembly I am writing to. But I cannot bur Note how
from hence it appears, that the Glory, the Strength, the Riches;
the Trade, and all that’s valuable 1n a Nation, as to its Figure in
the World, depends upon the Number of its People, be they ne-
ver fo mean o poor ; the confumption of Manufa&tures encreafes
the Manufa@urets; the number of Manufa&turers encreafes the
Confumption ; Provifions are confum’d to feed them, Land Im-
prov’d, and more Hands employ’d to furnifh Provifion: All the
Wealth of the Nation, and all the Trade is produc’d by Num-
bers of People ; but of thisby the way.

The price of Wages not only determines the Differencebetween
the Employer and the Work man, butit rules the Rates of every
Market. If Wages grows high, Provifions rifc in Propartion, and

L
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Thumbly conceive it to be a miftake in chofe People, who fay La..
bour in {uch parts of England is cheap becaufe Provifions arecheap,
but ’is plain, Provifionsare cheap there becaufe Labour is cheap,
and Labour is cheaper in thofe Parts than in others; becaufe being
remoter from London there 1s not that extraordinary Difpropoition
between the Work and the Number of Hands; there are more
Hands, and confequently Labour cheaper.

*Tis plain to any obferving Eye, that there 1s an cqual plenty
of Provilions in feveral of aur South and Weftern Countics, as in
Torkflere, and rather agreater, and I believe I could make it out,
that a poor labouring Man may live ascheap in Kext or S«ffex asin
the Bifhoprick of Durbam; and yet in Kent a poor Man fhall carn
75 105, g5 aWeek, and in the Noith 4. or perhaps lefs; the
difference is plain in this, that in Kess there is a greater want of
People, 1n Proportion to the Work there, than in the North.

And this on the other haad makes the People of our northen
Countries {piead them{clves fo much totheSouth,where Trade, War
and the Sea carrying off fo many, there isa greater want of Hands.

And yet *us plain there 1s Labour for the Hands which remain
in the Norch, or clfe the Country would be depopulated, and the
Pecple comeall away to the South to fcek Wotk ; andeven in Tork-
fbire, where Labour ischeapeft, the People can gain more by their
Labour thap 1n any of the ManufaQluuing Countries of Germiany,
lialy ot France, and hive much better.

1f theie wasone poor Man in Ezgland more than there was Work
to employ, either fomebody elfe muft ftand ftill for him, or he
muft be ftaiv’d; f another Man {tands ftill for him he wants a
days Woik, and goes to feek it, ana by confequence fupplants a-
riother, and this a third, and this Contention biings 1t to this;
no tays the poor Man, That 15 like to be put out of his IVork, rathet
than that Man {hall come in P’ll do it cheaper; nay, fays the other,
but Il do it cheaper than you; and thus one poor Man wanting
but a Days work would bring dowa the price of Labour in a
whole Nation, for the Man cannot ftarve, and will work for any
thing rather than want it, '

It may be Objetted here, This is contradicted by our Number
of Beggars.

Iam forry to fay T am oblig’d here to call begging an Employ-
ment, fince ’tis plan, if there 1s more Work than Hands ro perform

- = 1t
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it, no Man that has bis Limbs and his Seafes need to beg, and thofe
that Jave not ought to be put into a Condition pot tc want it.

So that begging is a meer {candal in the Generaly 1 fhe Abletis
a fcandal upon their Induftry, and 1% rhe Impotent >us a fcandal
upon the Country.

Nay, the begging, as now practic’d, is a fcandal upon our Cha-
rity, and perhaps the foundation of all our prefent Grievance-...-
How can. it be poffible that any Man or Woman, who being
found in Body and Mind, may as ’us apparen: they may, have
Wages for thewr Work, fhould be {o bafe, fo meanly fpirited, as
to beg an Alms for God-fake---- Truly the fcandal lies on our
Chanty ; and People have'fuch a Notion in England of being pit-
uful and charuable, thar they encourage Vagrants, and by a mi-
{taken Zecal do more harm than good.

This is a large Scene, and much might be faid upon it; I fhalt
abiidge :t asmuch as poflible----. ThePoverty of England does
not lye among the craving Beggars but among poor Famulies,
where the Children are numerous, and where Death or Sicknefs
has depriv’d them of the Labour of the Father; thefe arc the
Houfes that'the Sons and Daughtets of Charity, if they would or-
der it well, fhould feek out and relieve; an Almsillditcfled may
bz Charity to rthe particular Perfon, but pecomes an Injury to the
Publick, and no Chatity to the Nation. As for the craving Pocr,
Tam pafwaded Tdo them no wiong when Ifay, thatif they
were Incorporated they would be the ticheft Society in the Na-
tior:, and the 1eafon why {o many pietend to want Woik is, thae
they can hive fo well with the pretence ofwantmg Woik, they
would be mad to leave it and Work in carpeft ; and Iaffim of my
own knowledge, when Thave wanted a Man for labouring work,
and offtr’d g 5. per Weck to ftrouling Fellows at my Door, they
have frequently told me to my Face, they could get more a beg-
ging, acd I once fet a lufty Fellow in the Stocks for making the
Expuiiment. )

I fhall, in its proper place, bring thisto a Method of Tryal,
fince nothing but Demon{irauon will aftect us, ’tisan eafic mareer
to prevent hegging in England, and yet to maintainall our Impo-
tent Poor at far lefs charge to the Paiifhes than they now are ob-
Lig’d to be at.

When Queen Elszaveth tiad gain’d her Point as to Manufaltorics
o in
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in England, fhe had fairly laid the Foundation, fhe thercby found
out the way how cvery Family might live upon their own Labou,
like a wife Puncefs fhe knew *rwould be hard to foree People to
Work when there was nothing for them to turn ther Hands to;
but affoon as (he had broughr the matter to bear, and there was
Work for every body that had no tmund td ftarve, thea fhe apply’d
her {elf to make Laws to oblige the People to do this Work, and
to punifh Vagrants, and make every one hive by their own La-
bour; all her Succeflors followed tlus laudable Example, and from
hence came all thofe Laws aganit fturdy Beggars, Vagabonds,
Stioujers,e. whichhad they been {evercly put in Execution by
our Magftiates, "us prefunvd thefe Vagrant Poor had not {o en-
ctcas’d upon us as they have.

And it feems {trange to me, from what jult Ground we proceed
now upon other Methads, and fancy that ’us mow our Bufinefs to
find them Wotk, and tc Employ them rather than to obligethem
to find themfclves Work and go about 1t

From this mitaken Noticn come all our Work-houfes and Cor-
porations, and the fame Ertor, with fubmiflion, T piefume was
the buth of thus Bill now depending, which enables every Parith
to ercét the Woollen Manufacture within ic {elf, for the employ-
ing thewr own Poor.

“Tis the miftake cf this part of the Bill only which T am en-
quiring nto, and which Iendeavour to fet1n ative Lighs.

In all the Parhaments {ince the Revolution, this Matrer has
been before them, and Tam juitified 1n this artempr by the (Houfe
of Commons having frequently appointed Commuttees 1o 1eccive
Propofals upon this Head.

As my Propofal 1s General, T prefume to offer it to the Gene-
12l Body of the Houfe, 1f I am commanded to explain any part
of 1t, Iam ready to do any thing that may be ferviceable to this
oreat and noble Defign.

As the former Houfes of Commons gave all poffible Encou-
1agement to fuch as could offer, or but pretend to offer at
thisneedful thing, fo theimperfet Effays of feveral, whether for
private or publick Beaetit. 1 do not attempt to determine which
have fince been made, and which have obtan’d the Powers and
Conditions they have defit’d, have by all their Effeéts demonftra-
ted the weaknefsof thewr Defign ; and that they eicher underftood

not
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not the Difeafe, or know nor the proper Cure for it.

The Imperfettion ofall thefe Attempts is acknowledg’d, not
only in the Preambleof this new A& of Parliament, but even in
the thing, in that there is yet occalion for any new Latw.

And having {yrvey’d, notthe neceffity of a new A&, but the
Conteats of the Act which has been propos’d asa Remedy in this
Cafe; I caanor but offer my Objections againtt the Suffictency of
the Propofal, and leave it to the Confideration 'of this Wife Afl-
fembly, and of the wholke Nation.

I hombly hope the I carned Gentlemen, under whofe Dire-
&ion this Law i1s ntow to proceed, and By whofe Oider it has
been Printed, will not think himfelf perfonally concern’d 1n this
Cale, his Endeavours to promote (o good a Work, as the Re-
Lef, Employment, and Settlemeat of the Poor meritthe Thanks
and Acknowledgment of the whole Nation, and no Man fhali
be moic ready to pay lus (hare of that Debtto hum than my felf;
But if his Scheme happen to be fomething {upei ficial, ifhe comes
in ameng the number of thofe who have not fearchvd this Wound
to the bottom, if the Methodspropos’d aie not fuch aswill either
anfwer his own Defigns or the Nations; I cannot think my felf ob-
Lig’d ro difpenfe, with my Duty to the Publick Good, ro pre-
ferve a Perfonal Value for his Judgment, tho’ the Gentleman's
Merit be extraordinary.

Wherefore, as inall the SchemesI have feen laid for the Poor,
and 1n this A& now before your Honourable Houfe; the general
Thought of the Propofers 1uns upon the Employing the Poor by
Work-houfes, Corpotations, Houfes of Corre€tion, and the
Iike, and that Tthink ic plain to be feen, that thofe Propofals come
valtly {hort of the mamn Defign.  Thefe' Sheets are humbly laid
before vou, aswell tomake good what 15 alledg’d, wzz. That
all thefe Work-houfes, ¢c. Tend tothe Encreafe, and nort the
Relief of thePoor, as so make an humble Tender of mean plain,
but I hope, rational Propofals forthe more effeCtual Cureof this
giand Difeale.

In order to proceed to this great Challenge, I humbly defire
the Billsalready pals’d may be review’d, the Pradtice of our Cor-
poration Work-houfes, and the Contents of thus propofed A&t
examin’d.

In
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Tnallthefe it will appear that the Method chiefly propofed
for the Employment of our Poor, 15 by fetting them to Work on
the feveral Manufatures befoie mention’d ; as Spinaing, Weaving,
and ‘Manufa&uring our Engly/h Wool. i

All our Work-houfes, lately Eie&ted in England, are in gene-
ral thus Employ’d, for which wichout enumerating Particulars,
I humbly appeal to the Knowledge of the feveral Members of this
Honourable Houfe intheir refpective Towns where fuch Corpo-
rations have been erelted. _

Inthe prefent A&t now preparing, as Printed by Direétion of
a Member of this Honourable Houfe, 1t appears, that 15 order to
fetthe Poorto Work, 1t [ball be Lawfal for the OQverfeers of cvery
Town, orof one or more Towas joyn’d together to occapy any
Trade, Myftery, &c. And ratfe Stocks for the carrying them on for
the [etting the Poor at Work, and for the parchafing Wool, Iron,
Hewsp, Flax, Thread, or other Muterials for that Parpofe. Vide
the At Pablifl’d by St Hamphry Mackworth.

And that Charities given {o and {o, and not exceeding zool
per Annwm for this Purpofe, fhall be Imcorporated of Courfe for
thefe Ends.

In order now to come tothe Cafe in baad, ¢ is meccffiry 20:
premsfe, that the thing now 1n debate is not the Poor ofthis or that
particular Town. The Houfe of Commonsare alting like them-
felves, as they are the Reprelentatves of all the Commons of
LEupland, "tis the Care of all the Poor of Englsnd which lies be-.
fore them, not of this or that particutar Bady of the Pocr.

In proportion to thisgreat Wouk, T am to be underftood that
thefe Work-houfes, Houfes of Correction, and- Stocks to Em-
ploy the Poor may bcegranted to lefen the Poor 1 this or thac:
parnicular pait of Exgland; and weaie partcularly told of thac
at Bryflol, that it bas been fuch a Terror to the Beggars that none-
of the touling Crew will come near the City.  But all this ale
low’d, in general, twll be felt 10 the main, and the end will be
au Encreate of our Foor.

1. The Manufattures cthat thefe Gentlemea Empley the Poor-
upon, arc all fuch as ate before excrais’'d in England,

2. They arc all fuch as are manag'd co a full Extear, and the
prefenc Accidents of War and Forreign loterruption of Trade-
conftder’d rather beyond the vent of them than under .

) Sup--



[ 26 ]

Suppofc now 2 Woi k-houfe for Employmentof Poor Children,
fets themto fpinning of Worfted.~-Fot every Skein of Worfted
thefe Poor Children Spin, there muft be a Skein thelefs Spun by
formic poor Famuly or Perfon that {pun it before 5 fuppofe the Ma-
nufallure of making Bays o be ercéted 1 Bijbopsg.te-fireet, uplefs
the Makers of thefe Bays can at the fame urie find out a Trade or
Confump.ion for more Bays than were made before.  For cvery
picce of Bays fo made 1n Lowdps there muft be a Piece the lefs made
at Colechefler,

I humbly appeal to the Honourabhle Houfe of Commons what
this may be cal’d, and with {fubmiffion, Ithink it is nothing at all
to Employirg the Poor, fince ’us only the rranfpofing the Manu-
falturc from Colehefier to London, and taking the Eread out of
the Mouths of the Poor of Effex to putitinte the Mouths of the
Peor of Mliddlefex.

If thefe worehy Gentlemen, who [how themfelves fo commen-
dably forwatd to Relieve and Employ the Poor, will find out fome
new Tiade, fome new Market, wheiethe Goods they male fhall
be fold, wherenone of the fame Goods wete {old before ; 1t they
will fend them to any place whete they {hall not ineerfere wich che
14t of that Manufaéture, or with {ome cther made 10 England,
then indeed they will do fomethupg worthy of themielves, and
may cmploy the Poor to the fame glouious Advaptage as Queen
Elrzaserh did, to whom this Nauon, asa tiading Countly, owes
u05 peculiar Greatneds.,

1f thefe Gentlemen could eftablith a Trade to Mufeory for Erng-
l:fb Seraes, or obtain an Order fiom the Czar, that all his Sub-
jets (hould wear Stockings who wote none before, every poor
Child’s Labourin Spining and Knutting thole Siockings, and all the
Wool 1n them would be clear gainto the Nation, and the general
Stock would be improved by 1t, becaufe all the growth of our
Country, and all the Labour of a Perfon who was Idle before, 15
fo much clear Gan to the General Stock.

If they will Employ the Poor i fome Manufa&ture which was
not made i Epgland before, or not bought with fome Manufaltare
made heie before, then they offer at fomnething extiaordinary.

But to fet Poor People at Woik, on the fame thing which o-
ther poor People were employ’d oo before, and at the fame tme

not encreafe the Confumpticn, is gwing to one what you take
away
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away from another; cariching one poor Man to larve another,
putung a Vagabond into an honelt Man’s Employment, and put-
ting s Diligence on the Tenters to find out fome other Work to
maintain his Family.

Astlus is not avall profitable, fo with Submiffion for the Expref-
fion, Tcannot fay *tishoneft, becaufe s tranfplanting and carry-
ing the poor Peoples Lawful Employment from the Place where
was their Lawful Sertlement, and the haidfhip of thisosr Law
confeder’d s intolerable.  For Example.

The Manufa@ure of making Bays is now Eftabliflnd at Col-
ebeffer in Effex, fuppofeit {hould be aticmpted to be Erected mn
Middlefex, as a certain Worthy and Wealthy Gentleman near
Hackney once propos’d, it may be fupposd 1f you will graat the
Skill in Working the fame, and the Wages the {fame, thar they

mult be made cheaper in Meddlefex thanin Effex, and cheapnefs
certainly will makethe Merchant buy hereratherthan there, and
fo n time all the Bay making at Colecbejter Dyes, and the Staple
for that Commod.ty 15 remov’d to London.

What muft the Poor of Colchefter do, there they buy a Paro-
chial Serclement, thofe that have numerous Famulies cannot fol-
fow the Manufaéture and come up to London, for our Parochial
Taws Impower the Church.wardens to refufe them a Settlement,
fo that they are confin’d totheir own Countrey, and the Bread
taken out of chewr Mouths, and all this to feed Vagabonds, and
to fetthem to Work, who by their choice would be 1dle, and
who merit the Coriettion of the Law. ’

There 15 another Grievance which I {hall endeavour to touchat
which every Man that wifhes well to the Poor does not forefee and
whicl;, with humble Submuffion to the Gentlemen that contrivd
this A&, I {feenoncticetaken of.

There are Arcanas in Trade, which thoughthey are the Na-
tural Confequences of Time and cafual Cicumftances, arc yet
become now fo Effential to the Publick Benefit, that to alteror
diforder, them would bean irieparable Damage to the Publick.

I (hall explain my fclfas concifely as Ican.

The Manufabtwiesof England arc happily fettled n different
Corners of the Kingdom, fiom whence they are mutually con-
vey’d by a Circulation of Trade to Loadon by Wholefale, like the
Blood tothe Heatt, and from thence difpeife 1 lefler quantities

to
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to the other partsof the Kingdom by Retad. For Example.

Sciges are madeat Exerer, Taunton, &c. Stuffs at Norwse h; Bays,
Syes,Shaloons,&c.at Colchefter, Bocking, Sudbury, and Parts adjacent,,
Fine Cloath in Somerfet, Wilts, Gloucefer and Worcefler[bire, Courfe
Cloath in Yorkfbire, Kent, Surry,&c. Druggets at Farnham, New-
bury&c. All thefe fend up the Grofs of their Quantity to London,
and receve each others Sorts in Retail for their own ufc again.
Norwich Buys Exeter Serges, Eacter Buys Norwush Seuffs ; all ar
London, Torkfbire Buys Fine Cloths, and Gloucefter Courfe, fhll at
London ; and the like, of avalt Variety of our Manufaftures.

By thisExchange of Manufaétures abundance of Trading Fa-
milies are maintain’d by the Carriage and Re-carriage of Goods,
vaftnumber of Men and Cattle are cmployed, and numbers of
Inholders, Vi&uallers, and their Dependencies fublfifted.

And on thisaccount I cannot but obferve to your Honours, and
’us well worthyour Confidetation, that the already Tranfpoling
a vaft Woollen Manufaéture from feveral Parts of Englend to Lon-
dowy 1s a mamfeft detriment to Tradein general, the {feveral Wool-
len Goods now made in Spartlefields, where within thisfew Years
were none at all made, hasalready vifibly affe€ted the feveral Parts,
where they were before made, as Novwich, Sudbuvy, Faruzham,
and other Towns, many of whofe Principal Tradefmen aic now
1emov'd hither, employ their Stocks heie, employ the Poor here,
and lcave the Poor of thofe Countiies to {luft for Work.

This Breach of the Circulation of Trade muft neceffarily Di-
ftemper the Body, and Iciaveleave to givean Example or two.

P’li prefume to give an Example 1n Trade, which perhaps the
Gentlemen concernd 1 this Bull may, withour Refle¢tion’upon
their knowledge, be ignorant of.

T he City cfA’orchb, and parts adjacent, weie for fome Ages
employ’d 1n the Manufaltures of Stuffs and Stockings.

The Latter Trade, wluch was once confiderable, is in a man-
aur wholly tianfpos'dinto London, by the vaft quanties of wo (-
ed Hofe Wove by the Frame, which 1s a Trade within this z¢
Ycars almoft wholly new. . .

Now as the kmtting Frame peiform that in a Day which would
otherwifc emy loy a poor Woman eight or ten Days, by confe-
quence a few Frames perform’d the Work of many Theufand poor

People , and the Confumpuion beng not incieafed, the Effelt im-
’ mediately
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mediately appear’d ; fo many Stockings as were madein Londos {o
many the fewer were demanded from Norwich, till in a few Years
the Manufa&ure there wholly funk, the Mafters there turn’d their
hands to other Bufinefs; and whereas the Hofe Trade fiom Vor-
folk once return’d atleaft so00+. per Week, and asfome fay cwice
chat Sum, ’tis pot now worth naming,

"Tisin fewer Years, and near our Memory, that of Spsetle-fields
Men have fallen into another branch of the Norwich Trade, vez.
making of Stuffs, Drugets, &.

If any Manfay the People of Norfoll: age yet full of Employ, and
do not Work ; and fome have been {c weak as to make that Re-
ply, avoiding the many other Demonftrations which could be g1
ven, this is palt anfwering, vsz. That the Combers of Wool n
Norfolk and Suffolk, who formeily had all, or ten Paits in eleven
of thewr Yarn Manufa@ur’d 1n the Country, now comb their
Wool indeed, and fpin the Yarn in the Country, but fend valt
Quanties of it to London to be woven ; will any Man queftion
whethier this be nota Lofs to Norweeh ; Can there be as many Wea-
vers as before? And ate there not abundance of Work-men and

falters too temov’d to Lowdon ?

If it be fo at Norwich, Canterbury 1s yet more a melancholy In-
ftance of 1t, where the Houfes {tand empty, and the People go
off, and the Trade dye, becaufe the Weaversare follow’d the Ma-
nufaéture to London ; and whereas there was withinfew Years 200
broad Looms at Work, I am well affur’d there are not 50 now
Employ’d 1n that Cuty.

Thefe are the Effetts of tranfpofing Manufattures, and inter-
rupting the Circulation of Trade.

All Metheds to bring our Trade to be manag’d by fewer hands
than it was before, areinthemfelves pernicious to England in gene-
ral, as 1t leflens the Employment of the Poor, unhinges their
Hands from the Labour, and tends to biing our Hands to be {u-
perior to cur Employ, which as yet it 1s not.

In Dorferfbire and Somer fetflire there always has beena very con-
fiderable Manufalturc for Stockings, at Coleheffer and Sudbury for
Bayes, Sayes, ¢re. molt of the Wool thefe Countries ufe 1s bought
at Lowdon, and catried down into thofe Counties, and then the
Goods being Manufaétui’d are broughs back to London to Mai ket ;
upon tranfpofing the Manufature as before, all the poor People

and
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and all the Cattel who hitheito were Employ’d in that Poitare, are
immeduately disbanded by their Country, the Inkeepers on the
Roads muit Decay, fo much Land lye for other ufes, as the Cattle
Employ’d, Houfes and Tenement on the Roads,and all their De-
pendencies (ink in Value.

*Tis hard to calculate what a blow it would be to Trade in ge-
neral, thould every County bur ManufaQture all the feveral forts
of Goodsthey ufe, 1t would throw our Inland Trade into ftrange
Convulfions, which at prefent 1s perhaps,or hasbeen, in the great-
elt Regularity of any n the World.

What ftrange Work muft it then make when every Town fhall
have a Manufatture, and every Parifh be a Waie-houfe; Trade
will be burthen’d with Coiporations, which are generally equally
deftruétiveas Monopolies,and by this Method will eafily be made fo.

Paiifh Stocks, under the Direétion of Juftices of Peace, may {oon
come to fet up petty Manufactures, and here (hall all ufeful things
be made, and all the poorer fort of People {hall beaw’d orbyafs’d
to Tradethere only. Thus the Shop-keepers, who pay Taxes,
and are the Support of our infand Circulation, will immediately
be ru:n’d, and thus we fhall beggar the Nation to provide for the
Poor.

As this will makeevery Paiifha Market Town, and every Hof-
pital a Store-houfe, fo in London, and the adjacent Parts, to which
vaft quantities of the Woollen Manufature will be thus tran{plan-
ted thither, will 1 time too greatand difproportion’d Numbers
of the People affemble.

Tho’ the {ettled Poor can’t remove, ye: fingle People will firoul
about and follow the Manufa&lurer ; and thus in ume fuch vaft
numkers willbedrawn about London,as may be inconvenient to the
Government,and efpecially Depopulating to thofe Countries where
the numbers of People, by reafon of thefe Manufaftures are very
confiderable.

An emunent Inttance of this we have in the prefent Tradeto Mu/-
covy, which however defign’d for an Improvement to the Englifb
Nauiaen, and boafted of as fuch, appears to be Converted intoa Mo-
nopoly, and proves Injuriousand Deftru€tive to the Nation. The
Perfons concern’d removing and carrying out our People to teach
that unpoliflvd Nation the Improvements they are capable of.

If
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If the bringing the Flemingsto England brought withthem theie
Manufa@ure and Trade, carrying our People abroad, efpecially
to a Country where the People work for lietle or nothing, what
may it not do towards Inftruting that populous Natior. 10 fuch
Manufatures as may in time tend to the deftrution of our
Trade, or the reducing our Manufacture to an Abatement in Va-
lue, which will be felt at home by an abatement of Wages, and
that in Provifions, and that in Rent of Land; and fo the general
Stock finks of Courfe.

But as this is preparing, by eminent Hands, to be laid before
tius Houfe as a Grievance menting your Care and Concern, 1
omit infifting on 1t here.

And this removing of People is attended with many Inconvent-
encies which are not ealily perceived, as

1. The immediate fall of the Value of ali Lands in thofe Coun-
tries where the Manufaétures were before , for as the numbers of
People, by the Confumption of Provifions, mult whereever they
encreafe make Rents rife, and Lands valuable; {o thofe People
removing, tho’ the Provifions would, if poflible, follow them,
yet the Price of them muit fall by all that Charge they are at for
Carriage, and confequently Lands muit fall in Proportion.

2. This Tranfplanting of Families, 1n time, would ntroduce
great and new Alterations in the Couatries they removed to, which
as they would be tothe Piofit of fome Places, would be to the De-
triment of others, and can by no means be jult any more than ic
Is convenient ; for no wife Government ftudies to put any Braach
of their Country to any particular Difadvantages, tho’ it may be
found in the general Account 1 another Place.

If 1t be faid here will be Manufalturesinevery Parifh, and thar
will kecp the People at home,

I humbly reprefent what {trange Confufion and particular De-
triment to the general Circulation of Trade ment1on’d before it muit
be, to have every Parifh make 1ts own ManufaCtuies.

1. It will make our Towns and Couanties independent of one
another, and put a damp to Correfpondence, which all will allow
to be a great Mouve of Trade 1n general.

2. It will fill us with various foits and kinds of Manufa&Qlures,
by which our ftated forts of Goods will in time dwindle away in

Repuration, and Foreigaers not know them one from another.
Our
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Our feveral Manufaltures are known by their refpeftive Names 5
and our Seiges, Bayes and other Goods, are bought abroad by the
Charaller and Reputation of the Places where they are made ;
when there fhall come new and unheard of Kinds to Market,
fome betrer, fome worfe, as to befure new Undertakers will vary
1n kinds, the Dignity and Reputation of the Eng/sh Goods abroad
will be loft, and {o many Confufions in Trade mult follow, asare
o0 many to repeat.

3. Euther our Parifb-ftock mult f{ell by Wholefale or by Retail,
or hoth; ifthe firft, ’tis doubted they will make forry work of it,
and having other Bufinefs of their own make but poor Merchants ;
if by Retail, then they turn Pedlars, will be a publick nufance
to Trade, and at laft quite ruin it.

4. This will tuin all the Carriers in England, the Wool will be
all ManufaCtured where 1t is theer’d, every body will make their
own Cloaths, and the Trade which now lives by running thro’
a multitude of Hands, will go then through fo few, that thoufands
of Famulies will want Employment, anc% this is the only way to
reduce us to the Condition fpoken of, to have more Hands than
Work.

"Tis the excellence of our Englyfh Manufafture, that it is {o plant-
ed as to go thro’ as many Hands as ’tis poffible; he that contrives
to have 1t go thro’ fewer, ought at the ame time to provide Work
for the reft---- As it1s it Employs a great multitude of People, and
can employ more; but if a confiderable number of thefe People
be unhing’d from their Employment, it cannot but be detrimen-
tal to the whole.

When I fay we could employ more People in England, Ido not
mean that we cannot do our Work with thofe we have, but I
mean thus:

Furft, It fhould be more People brought over from foreign Parts.
I do not mcan that thofe we have thould be taken from all com-
mon Employments and put to our Manufafture; we may une-
qually difpofe of our Hands, and fo have too many for fome
Works, and too few forothers ;and “uis plain that in fome parts of
Enmgland 1t is{o, whart elfe can be the reafon, why 1n our Southern
Pates of England, Kent 1n particular, borrows 20000 People of
other Countiesto getin her Harveft.

But
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But if more Forreigners came among us, if it were 2 Millions,
it could do us no harm, becaufe they would confume our Provi-
fions, and we have Land enough to produce much more than we
do, and they would confume our Manufattures, and we have
Wool enough for any Quantity.

I think thetefore, “with fubmiffion, to ereét Manufattuies ine-
very Town to tianfpofe the Manufactures from rhefertled places
into private Patifhes and Corpoiations, to paicel out our Trade to
cvery Door, it muit be ruinousto the Manufatturers themfelves,
will tura thoufands of Families out of their Employments, and
take the Bread out of the Mouths of diligent and induitrious Fami-
lies to feed Vagraots, Thicves and Beggars, who ought much ra-
ther to be compell’d, by Legal Methods, tofeek that Work which
it s plainisto be had , and thus this A&t willinfiead of fetthing and
relieving the Poor, encieafe thewr Number, and ftarve the beft
of them.

It remains now, according to my fitft Propofal Page g. to con-
fider from whence proceeds the Poverty of our People, what Ac-
cident, what Decay of Trade, what want of Employment, what
ftrange Revolution of Circumf{tarices makes our People Poor, and
confequertly Burthenfom, and our Laws Deficient, {o as to make
more and other Laws Requifite, and the Nation concerned to ap-
ply a Remedy to thisgiowing Difeafe. T Anfwer.

1. Not for waat of Work , and befides what has been faic on
that Head, Thumbly defire thefe two things may be confider’d.

Fuft, *Tis apparent, Thatif one Man, Woman, or Child, can
by his, or her Labour, carn more Moncy than will fubfift onc
body, there mult conlequently be no want of Woik, fince any
Man would Woik for juft as much as would fupply himfelfrather
than ftarve- -- What a valt difference then muft there be between
the Waork acd the Woirk-men, when’tis now knowa that 1n Sput=
tle-fields, and other adjacent patts of the City, there 1s nothing
more ficquent than for a Joutney-man Weaver, of many forts, to
gain from 155 to 20+ per Week Wages, and Iappeal to the Silk
Throwlters, whetherthey do not give 8+. 95, and 105, per Week
to blind Men and Cripples, to turn Wheels, and do the meancit
and moft ordinary Woiks.

Cur
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Cur Moriatay Homo, e,

Why are the Families of thefe Men ftarv’d, and their Children
in Work-houfes, and brought up by Chaiity : I am ready to pro-
duce to this Honoutable Houfe the Man who for feveral Years
has gain’d of me by his handy Tabour at the mean {coundre] Em-
ployment of Tile making from 16 5. to 20 s. per Week Wages, and
all that time would hardly have a pair of Shoes to his Feet, or’
Cloaths to cover his Nakednefs, and had his Wife and Children
kept by the Pari(h.

The meaneft Labours in this Nation afford the Work-men 1uf-
ficient to provide for lumfelf and hus Famuly, and that could never
be tf therc was a want of Work.

2. 1 humbly defire this Honourable Houfeto confider the prefent
Difficulty of Railing Soldiets in this Kingdom ; the vaft Chaige
the Kingdom s at to the Officers to procure Men ; the many lirtle
and nor over honeft Methods made ufe of to biing them inro the Sci-
vice, the Laws made to compelthem ; Why are Goals rumag’d for
Malefactors, and the Mint and Prifons for Debtors, the War isan
Employmeat of Honour, and fuffers fome feandalin having Men
taken from the Gallows,and immediately fromVillains and Houfc-
bieakers made Gentlemen Soldiers.  1f Men wanted Employ-
ment, and confequently Bread, this could never be, any Man
would carry a Mulquer rather than (tarve, and wear the
Queens Cloth, or any Bodies Cloth, rather than go Naked,
and hve in Rags and want; ’tis plain the Nation is full of
People, and ’us as plain our People have no particular averfion
to the War, but they ate not poor enough to go abroad, ’uis Po-
verty makes MenSoldiers, and divescrowdsinto the Armies, and
the Difficulties to get Englifb-men to Lift s, becaufe they live in
Plenty and Eafe, and he that can carn 20 5. per Week at an calie,
fteady Employment, muft be Drunk or Mad when he Lilts for
a Soldier, to be knock’d o’th’Head for 3 s. 6 4. per Week; burif
there was no Work to be had, if the Poor wanted Employment,
if they had not Bread to ear, nor knew not how toearn i, thou-
fands of young lufty Fellows would fly to the Pike and Mufquet,
and choofe to dye ke Men in the Face of the Enemy, 1ather
than lyc at home, (tatve, perith in Poverty and Dilticfs. .

rom
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‘Prom all thefe Particulars, and innumerable unhappy Inftances
which might be given, ’tis plain, the Poverty of our People
which is fo burthenfome, and increafesupon us fo much, does not
erife from want of proper Employments, and for want of Work,
or Employers, and confequently,

Work-houfes, Corporations, Parifh-ftocks, andthe like, to
fet them to Worl, as they are Pernicious to Trade, Injuricus
and Impoverifhing to thofe already employ’d, fo they are neel-
lefs, and will come {hort of the End propos’d.

The Povetty and Exigence of the Poor wn Englasd, is plainly
deriv’d fiom one of thefe two patticular Caufes,

Cafualtyor Crime.

By Cafualty, I mean Sicknefs of Famuilies, lofs of Limbs or
Sight, and any, either Natural or Accidental Impotence as to
Labour,

Thefe as Infirmities meerly Providential are not at all con.
cern’d in this Debate; ever were, will,and ought tobe the Charge
and Care of the Refpective Parifhes where fuch unhappy People
chance to live, noristhere any want of new Laws to make Pro-
vifion for them, our Anceftors having been always careful to
doit.

The Crimes of our People, and from whence their Poverty
denves, as the vifible and dirett Fountains are,

1. Luxury,

2. Sloath.

3. Pride. :

‘Good Husbandry isno Eng/tfb Vertue, it may have been
biought over, and i fome Places where ithas been planted it has
thriven well enough, but ’tis a Foireign Species, 1t neither loves,
nor isbelov’d by an Englifh-mas, and tis obferv’d, notling 1s
fo univerfally hated, nothing treated with fuch a general Con-
tempt as a Rich Covetous Man, tho’he doesno Man any Wraong,
only faves hisown, every Man will have anall word for him, if a
Misfoitune happens to hum, hang him a covetous old Rogue,
tis no Matter, he’s Rich enough, nay when a certain gxlea:
Man’s Houfe was on Fire, Thave heard the People fay oneto a-
nother, letit burn and "ewill, he'sa covetous old miferly Dog, I
wo'nt trouble my head tohelp lum, he'd be hang'd before he'd
give us a bit of Bread if we wanted 1r.

The
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Tho: this bea Fault, yet I obferve from it fomething of the
natwial Temper and Genius of the Nation, generally {peaking,
they cannot fave their Money.

*Tis generally faid the Englifb get Eftates, and the Dusch fave
them ; and this Oblervation I have made between Forreigners
and Englifh-nen, that wheie an Englifb-man earns 205, per Week,
and bust juft lves, aswecall 1t, a Dwtch-man grows Rich, and
leaves his Children in very good Condition ; wherean Englifp la-
bouring Manwith hisgs. per Week lives wretchedly and poor,
a Dutch-man withthat Wages willlive very tolerably well, keep-
the Wolf from the Door, and have every thing handfome about
him. Infhoit, he will be Rich with the fame Gain as makes
the Engli/b-man poor, hell thrive when the other goes in Rags,
and he'll live when the other ftarves, orgoes a begging,

The Reafon s plamn, a Man with good Husbandry, and
‘Thought in his Head, brings home his Earnings honeftly to his
Family, commits 1t to the Management of his Wife, or otherwife
difpofes it for proper Subfiftance, andthis Man with mean Gains
livescomfortably, and brings up a Family, when a fingle Man
setung the fame Wages, Drinks it away at the Ale-houle, thinks
not of to morrow, layesup nothing for Sicknefs, Age, or Difafter,
and when any of thefe happenhe's ftarvd, and a Beggar.

This 1s fo apparent in every place, that Ithink it needs no Ex-
plication ; that Exg/yb Labouring Peoplo eat and drink, but efpeci-
ally the latter thice times as much in velue as any fort of Forreig-
ners of the fame Dimen(ions in the World.

I am not Writing thus as a Satyr on our People, *tisafad Truth;
and Worthy thg Debate and Application of the Nations Phyfitians
Aflembled in Parliament, the profufe Extravagant Humour of our
poor People in eating and drisiking, keeps them low, caufes their
Children to be left naked and ftarving, to the care of the Parifhes,
whenever either Sicknefs or Difafter befalls the Parent.

The next Article is their Sloath. )

We aic the moft Lezy Dilsgent Nation in the World, vaft
Trade, Rich Manufa&iuies, mighty Wealth, univeifal Corre-
fpondence and happy Succefs has been conftant Companions of-
England, and given us the Title of an Indultrious People, and fo
io general weare.

But



L 271

But there is a general Taint of Slothfulnefs upon our Poor, there’s
nothing more frequent, than for an Englifb-man to Work ull he
has got his Pocket full of Money, and then go and be idle, or
perhaps drunk, till *tis all gone, and perhaps himfelf in Debt; and
ask himin his Cups whar he intends, he'll tell you honeftly, he'll
drinkas long asic lafts, and then go to work for more.

I humbly fuggeft this Diftemper’s fo General, fo Epidemick,
and fo deep Rooted in the Nature and Genius of che Englifb, thar
I much doubt it’s being ealily redrefs’d, and queftion whether it
be poffible to 1cach it by an At of Parliament.

This is the Ruine of our Pcor, the WWife mourns, the Children
Sfarves, the Husband has Work before hun, but lies at the Ale-
lioufe, or otherwife ¢dles away hus time, and won’c Work.

*Tisthe Menthat wost work, not the Men that can get no work,
which makes thenumbersof our Poor; all the Work-houfes in
England, all the Overfeers fetting up Stocks and Manufaltures
won’t reach this Cafc; and Thumbly prefumeto fay, if thele twa.
Arucles are remov’d, thete will be no need of the other.

I make no Dufficulty to promufe on a {hort Summoens, to pro-
duce above a Thoufand Famulies in England, within my particu-
lar knowledge, who go in Rags, and thewr Childrea wantng
Dread, whofe Fatheis can carn their 15t0 255, per Week, but
will not work, who may have Wotk enough, but are toofidle to
feckafter 1t, and hardly vouchfafe to earn any thing more than
baie Subfiltance, and Spending Money for themfelves.

1 can give an 1ncredible number of Examples in my own
Knowledge amongour Labouaiing Poor. 1 once paid 6 or7 Men
together on a Swrardey Night, the lealt 105, and fome 30 5. for
N\;ork, and havefeen them go with it dire€lly to the Ale-houfe,
Lie there till Monday, {pend it every Penny, and rua in Debt to
boot, and not give a Farthing of it totheir Families, tho’ all of
them had Wives and Children.

From hence comes Poverty, Pari[lh Charges,and Beggary, if e--
ver onc of thefe Wrerches falls fick, all they would ask was 2
Pafsto the Parith theyliv’d ar, and the Wifeand Children to the
Door a4 Begging.

If this Honourable Houfe can find outa Remedy foi thus pait of
the Mufchief; iffuch Aéts of Patliament may be made as may ef-
feQually cure the Sloth and Luxury of our Poor, that fhalf make

Drun-
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Drunkards take care of Whfe and Children, {pendthrifts, lay up
for a wet Day; 1dlc, Lazy Pellows Diligent; and Thoughtlefs
Sottith'Men, Catefuland Provident.

If this can be done, I prefume to fay theie will be no need of
tranfpofingand confounding our Manufaétures,and the Circulati-
onof our Tiade; they will{oon find wotk enough, and there will
foon be lefs Poveity among us, and if this cannot be done, fetting
them to work upen Woolen Manufa&nres, and thereby encroach-
ing upon thofe that now work at them, will bur ruine our Trade,
and confequently increafe thenumber of the Poor.

I donot prefume to offer the Schemes I have now drawn cf
Methods for the bringing much of chis to pafs, becaufe 1 fhall not
prefume tolead a Body fo Augult, {o Wife, and fo Capable as
this Honourable Affembly.

T humbly fubmit what ishere offered, as Reafons tc prove the
Awtempt now making nfuflicient, and doubt not but in your
Gicat Wifdom, you will find out Ways and Means to fet this
Matter ina clearer Light, and on a right Foor.

And 1f this obtains on the Houfe to examine farther into this
Matter, the Author humbly recommends it to their Confideiati-
onto accept, 2 behalf of all the Poor of this Natzon, aClaufein the
room of this objcCted againft, which fhall anfwer the End without
this ternible Ruin to our Trade and People.

F. I N I &






