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PREFACE

HE origina] idea of writing this narrative in English

started some thirty years ago when, under the inspiring
guidance of Professor Sir Charles Kingsley Webster, I was
preparing for my Honours Degree in Modern History at Liver-
pool University. To Professor Webster and to his predecessor,
the late Professor Ramsay Muir, I am indebted for all that the
reader may find commendable 1n this treatise.

Back 1 Egypt I felt it my duty to translate my acquirements
into Arabic with only occasional articles or lectures in English,
until the critical year of 1942 when both Egyptians and Eng-
l1sh were being drawn closer together by the tension and the
awe-mspiring suspense before and during the decisive battle
of El Alamein. At that time the Anglo-Egyptian Union in
Cairo arranged a series of lectures on national subjects, and to
me was allotted the advent of modern Egyptian nationalism
The encouragement I then reccived {rom some worthy friends
provided the impetus which, in the hope of popularising and
elucidating to the English speaking world the question of
modern Egypt, set me to work on a subject very dear to my
heart.

The inexhaustible sources, local and foreign, from which
writers on modern Egypt can draw their information would
have served me in writing a far more ambitious work. But
omitting superfluous details which tend to make history cumu-
lative and unwieldy, I have been more concerned in this
narrative with the interpretations of the main historical facts
than in the marshalling of them to the reader. .

Only when exposing the attitude of the Powers towards
Mohammed Al1 during the crisis of 18321841 did I take stock
of the original documents which I had once studied 1n detail.

On the whole, however, the reader will find in this book
that the national aspect as distinct from the European bearing

v



vi PREFACE

of my subject has been stressed more than is usually done by
Euwopean writers.

It is only by knowing and understanding each other better
that nations can become united in their efforts to foster peace
and amity among the peoples of the world. And. in my
opiniomn, it is the nationals of a country who are the best fitted
to express the true fcelings and reactions of their fellow-
countrymen to the ideas and the events that confront them,

If, therefore, the reader may be able to form by the mstru-
mentality of this book a {airly clear and just idea of the efforts
made by Egypt and its rulers in modern times towards progress
and the advancement of human interests not only in Egypt
and the Sudan but also m the Arab world, then this work will
not have been written in vain.

My special thanks are due to my friend, Mr. A. G Cawley,
lecturer in English at Sheffield University who kindly 1ead the
greater part of the manuscript And to other friends for
encouragement and advice

M. RiraAT

Heliopolis, Egypt.

November, 1946.
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CHAPTER |
THE IMPACT OF NAPOLEON

OWARDS the end of the eighteenth century Egypt was

_still in_a deep slumber—;a slumber_that had lasted for
three hundred years. It began in the sixteenth century, when
the trade route with the East ceased to pass through Egypt and
the Red Sea, and moved from the Mediterranean to the Atlan-
tic round the Cape of Good Hope, which had been discovered
by the Portuguese da Gama in 1498. It continued until the
end of the eighteenth century when, in May 1798, General
Napoleon Bonaparte of France, with the biggest maritime
expedition that had crossed the Mediterranean since the
Crusaders set sail from Toulon for the East. The expedition
was composed of three hundred vessels, of which thirteen were
ships of the line, some carrying as many as a hundred and
twenty guns. The men numbered 32,000, among whom were
some of France’s best soldiers

Napoleon had with him about a hundred savants—profes-
sors, orientalists, scientists, technicians, inventors, interpreters,
printers and artisis—all moved with the same zeal to serve
under the brilliant young general, whose schemes envisaged
a blow at England by gaining control of Egypt and on that
base building a French empire in the Near and Middle
East.

The Egypt whose civilisation and riches had given rise to
the legendary splendours of the Thousand and One Nights
had been forgotten, and its strategic importance between
East and West was not universally recognised, so that when
Bonaparte set sail for Egypt, the world wondered what he in-
tended. Even_his_daring rival, Nelson, the English admiral,
could not be certain of the destination of Bonaparte’s expedl-
tion, but while Bonaparte was breaking his voyage to seize
the i island of Malta, which he' realited 'was the: -stepping-stone
to Egvpt and to the miastery of! thes Mediterranenn, (Nelsoh




2 THE AWAKENING OF MODERN EGYPT

made for the Levant as fast as he could. The wily French
general managed to escape the vigilance of the English by
sailing close to the coast of Africa, by taking care not to sail
by day, and by using a dozen other stratagems. But the English
had realised thac they were competing in a race for the East,
and Nelson succeeded in reaching Alexandria first.

He inquired from the Governor about the French, and find-

ing no trace of them there, set sail northwards, in the hope of
finding them at Alexandretta. Three days later, on 1 July
1798, Bonaparte landed at Marabout to the west ol Alexan-
dria, where for the first time he heard the news of Nelson’s
search for him. He therefore lost no time in disembarking his
forces, leaving his ships in a rather exposed position in the
Bay of Abu Kir,
" “Napoleon’s first concern was to_do away.with Fgypt's ob-
noxious masters, the Mameluke Beys with Murad and Ibra-
him at their head. He found little difficulty in occupying
Alexandria after a resistance which lasted only five days. It cost
the French forty men, whose bodies Napoleon had buried at
the foot of Pompey’s Pillar, and ordered their names to be
inscribed on it to commemorate the entry of the Freunch into
Alexandria.

On July g he set out for Cairo marching along the western
branch of the Nile through Damanhur, Rahmaniya, Shubra-
khit and Embaba.

The journey of Bonaparte’s men through the scorched earth
in the barren month of July entailed unheard-of hardships.
The men who expected to see cities and palaces that would
rival what they had seen in Lombardy saw only deserted
villages and squalid mud huts. Alexandria 1iself was not much
better than a poor village with #,000 inhabitants. Instead of
the riches and plenty they were promised, Napoleon’s men
had to march for a fortnight without even the necessary bread
to eat.

To add to their discomfiture they were continually harassed
by the warring Arabs, who attacked them intermittently from
the borders of the desert. It was for this reason that the military
genius of Bonaparte devised the famous square formations to
enable him to counterattack any sudden advance against his
forces from any direction. In case of actual combat the enemy
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was lured mside the squares, and then volleys of fire would
rain on him from the four sides of the moving quadrangle. It
was this novel formation of the infantry that beat the advanced
guards of the Mamelukes who intercepted the expedition at
Shubrakhit on their way to Cairo.

Even this first success could not appease the invaders. So
disappointed were the men that they clandestinely talked of
retreat and desertion. At night after their evening plunge into

- . ~— - - - -
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the Nile, the men would bivouac and talk politics. Why did
they ever leave their mother country on this perilous adven-
ture? Was the Government of the Directory trying to deport
them? Might not Egypt prove to be a trap laid for the French
and their leader, whom they nicknamed “Bon & trappe” ?
And, hearing of their discontent, Napoleon would visit them
in their tents and try toeconsole them with his comforting
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words. He would tell them the story of Egypt, the granary of
the ancient world, the Egypt of Alexander the Great and of
the Roman legions whom they should imitate and try to
emulate.

The expedition plodded its way along the western bank of
the Rosetta branch, until at last after a journey of fourteen
days they came to the apex of the Delta.

Early one morning the men saw on the horizon the slender
forms of the four hundred minarets of Cairo towering grace-
fully into the blue sky and shyly bathing in the soft light of an
early summer dawn. At last the promised land of milk and
honey was within reach; and a great city unlike any of the
places they had seen on their way was ready to open its gates
for them after their victory.

The Nile with its shallow July waters separated them from
Cairo, and was white with the sails of a flotilla of not less than
threc hundred ships, some loaded with munitions, some with
provisions, and many others with the riches of the fighting
Mamelukes.

On their right they saw the clear-cut lines of the three Pyra-
mids lying along the edge of the desert as the eternal guardians
of the gateway to Cairo from the south-west.

At Embaba, facing Bulak, the river port of Cairo, the
French prepared for battle. There the Mameluke soldiers,
numbering about twelve thousand, under Murad Bey had
assembled on their gold and silver caparisoned horses. They
were magnificently dressed, with swords and pistolets hanging
from their belts, and their footmen following near at hand.
They were protected by the Nile on one side and by the
recently raised earth ramparts on the other side. There they
stood waiting to give battle to the military genius of the cen-
tury.

Across the river the Mamelukes could see their kinsmen in
Bulak standing with their womenfolk and children all along
the bank of the Nile. The men and boys were rushing about in
all directions like demented beings, and shouting noisy prayers
to God to give His judgment in their favour against the
infidels.

On the French side, there were only the Pyramids to watch
from afar the invaders with their-splendid array of men and
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metal, To the Pyramids Napoleon pointed a resolute finger,
and addressing his soldiers just before the battle pronounced
his famous words: “Soldats! Quarante si¢cles vous regardent!
—Soldiers! Forty centuries behold youl”

That day of 21 July 1798 both sides stood opposite each
other. The intrepid Mamelukes advanced first, with Murad at
their head proving himself equal to the occasion. The French
manceuvred with a view to edging them away from their newly
raised defences, and then pushing them either towards the
river or towards the desert in the south. It was an unequal
fight—a duel between fire and steel on one side and horse and
sword on the other; between collective discipline and indi-
vidual bravery; between calculated scicnce and primitive in-
tuition.

The result of that Battle of Embaba, or the Battle of the
Pyramids as the French like to call 1t, was never in any doubt.
Even the populace gathered along the opposite bank of the
river were only awaiting the first signal of defeat to flee away
with their belongings from the invaders.

The Mamelukes themselves knew they were up against a
formidable enemy, of whose tactics, guns and formations they
knew nothing, and against whom their personal bravery and
their skill on horseback would avail them little No wonder
therefore that both Murad and Ibrahim, the joint masters of
the country, had made preparations to leave it even before
the battle started.

That day the power of the Mamelukes collapsed for ever.
Only four out of twelve thousand followed Murad under cover
of darkness to Upper Egypt. The rest were either killed on
the battlefield or drowned in the Nile in trying to save them-
selves. The echo of the defeat of the Mamelukes reverberated
across the river like the sound of a death-knell. Ibrahim Bey,
who was waiting impatiently with the Turkish Pasha and a
crowd of the notables, lost no time in escaping northwards
with more than a thousand followers. Then the Cairenes pre--
sented a most pitiable sight. With their masters and rulers
fleeing for their lives, leaving behind them their houses, their
furniture and their goods, the common people followed suit.
They also escaped to the desert, but only to be pillaged by the
Bedouin marauders and dent back to the city almost naked.
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Thieves broke into the shops and houses and looted cverything
they found.

The battlefield was strewn with the bodies of ten thousand
Mamelukes, Turks and Egyptians. On the river the ships were
ablaze and the flames threw a sinister glow on the sides of the
Pyramids. In the water {loated the bodies of the valiant Mame-
lukes who were drowned i trying to cross the river on their
horses Their bodies were later carried by the current dowh-
stream to spread the news of the rout of the Mamelukes.

The French, who only lost three hundred in the battle, were
soon recompensed for their previous sufferings. In the enemy
camp after the battle they found plenty to eat and to plunder,
The wealth that the Mamelukes used to carry in their leather
belts round their bodies fell to the fortunate soldiers. When
they learned this about the Mamelukes they began to fish for
their bodies in the water.

Napoleon and his staff, who were quartered in Murad Bey's
palace at Giza, now tackled the problem of crossing the river
to take possession of Cairo. Their anxiety was great, because
their Hotilla coming up from Rosetta was hampered on its way
by the low waters of the Nile at this season. But their anxiety
was soon relieved when it transpired that Ibrahim Bey with
his Mamelukes, instead of concentrating their forces on the
right bank of the river to make a last stand before giving up
Cairo, was fleeing with his followers northwards towards Pales-
tine and Syria, leaving Cairo to the pillagers inside and to the
mvaders outside.

"Two days later a delegation from Cairo called on Napoleon
to assure him of Cairo’s submission.

Thus was Egypt rudely jolted from her slumber by the im-
pact of French cannon and the pungent smell of powder; and
Bonaparte, having won the day, set out to consolidate his
victory by posing as Egypt's saviour and importer of the free-
dom and equality of the Reévolution. For this reason he
brought with him from Rome the first printing-press with
Arabic type, and with the help of some Levantines whom he
had released from imprisonment in Malta, he prepared his first
epistle to Egypt. -

In that document, which has since become of historical im-
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portance, Napoleon, as a true son of the French Revolution,
imparted to Egypt all that was thrilling and dazzling in the
Rights of Man,

He did not content himself with singing the praises of
Egypt; he also volunteered to initiate her into the art of ruling
her house according to the latest precepts of the French Revo-
lution. “All men are equal,” so ran the epistle, “they only
differ 1 so far as their intellects and moral virtues distinguish
them from one another. . . . In future all Egyptians will be
eligible to all posts and the conduct of affairs shall be entrusted
to those endowed most with knowledge, wisdom and virtue.”

Against Egypt’s former masters, the Mamelukes, Bonaparte
made a violent attack. “ For quite a long time these hordes of
slaves purchased from Georgia and the Caucasus have tyran-
nised Egypt, one of the most charming countries in the world.
If Egypt is leased to them by God, let them submit the title-
deed they hold from Almighty! But God 1s just and merciful
to the people. He hath ordained that their power shall come
to an end.”

Before ending this epistle he made 1t clear that he was
serious in his advances, and that if he were thwarted he would
wreak vengeance on the culprits. “ Happy! three times happy,
are those who side with us! They will prosper in wealth and
in rank. Happy also are those who stand ncutral, {or in time
they will know us better and get into line with us. But woe
unto them who carry arms [or the Mamelukes against us!
They shall perish without mercy.”

The whole political and social structure of the nation
seemed to have been overthrown by the French victory. Every-
thing was rudely shaken except men’s faith in Islam and in
Aliah, who had punished them for their sins by giving victory
over them to the French infidels. The whole rotten fabric of
government tottered at the touch of the French. The Turkish
fainéant governor refused to listen to Napoleon’s entreaties
for him to stay, and left Cairo with the Mameluke leader,
Ibrahim Bey, and his followers. The remnants fled in all
directions, but most of them followed Murad Bey in Upper
Egypt and tried to organise a sort of guerrilla warfare
against the invaders who were trying to occupy the upper
country.
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The Turkish chief judge soon followed suit and joined the
emigrés to Syria. The Turkish civil officers relinquished their
posts and kept to their houses There only remained in the
land the fellaheen, tied down like cattle to the land and politi-
cally of no consequence whatever; the Copts or Christian
Egyptians, mostly fellaheen also, but some of them entrusted
by the Turks and Mamelukes with the survey of land, accounts
and bookkeeping; and above all the merchants in the big
towns, the heads of trade guilds, and the sheikhs of Al Azhar
University, the only Egyptians of any consequence in those
days.

%‘he sheikhs of Al Azhar, like the clergy of the Middle
Ages, found power and wealth m the practice and sanctity of
their vocation. They were the accredited leaders of the popu-
lace, to whom the people would resort in times of suffering and
unrest. They were the sole repositories of peace, knowledge
and justice in the country, and on them Napoleon decided to
build his new regime.

In essence the regime consisted in calling to power the
national elements and in making them serve the interests of
the French in opposition to those of the Mamelukes and
Turks. Napoleon was therefore the first governor in modern
times to think of Egyptians as a nation distinct from both
Turks and Mamelukes,

Napoleon established a purely national divan or council
composed of nine grand sheikhs chosen from amongst the
sheikhs of Al Azhar. A tenth sheikh was appointed as secretary,
and it was left to the members to choose their own president
by adopting the system of secret ballot.

In the military order dated July 25 establishing the divan,
Napoleon decreed that “ the members shall appoint two officers
to superintend the police and three officials to control the
markets and to be responsible for provisioning the capital, and
three others to undertake the burial of the dead in Cairo and
its suburbs.” In another article it was specified that three
members of the divan should be in attendance regularly.

The provinces were similarly governed. There also the
French military governor was assisted by a national divan
composed of seven councillors.

Needless to say, the divins were only advisory bodies and
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their deliberations werc made in the presence of a French
commissioner. Mcmbers were made to swear fealty to the
French Republic and not to harm the French in any way.

Thus were the naive Egyptians of those days initiated into
the art of government, much to their dislike. Perhaps they
hated to associate themselves with the mvaders in the actual
government of the country. But there can be no doubt that the
Egyptians at that time were complete strangers in regard to
the government of their country. When Napoleon asked the
members of the divan to chose competent Egyptians to control
the police and superintend the markets, the sheikhs were
shocked at the idea. Only the Mamelukes and Turks, they
said, could inspire fear and command respect and obedience
from the people. Napoleon had to give way on this point and
Turks were appointed to the posts. But when the post of chief
judge became vacant through the desertion of its occupant,
Napoleon decided that an Egyptian sheikh should be elected
to this high office. A sheikh, said Napoleon, would at least
know Arabic, and thus listen intelligently to the grievances
of the litigants without the intermediary of a third person.
The sheikhs wavered for a while and thought it illegal that
anyone other than the representative of the Sultan could pro-
nounce the word of law in the court. They even advised that
the son of the late chief judge, a mere boy of seventeen, should
take the post vacated by his father in accordance with feudal
custorn. Bonaparte would not give way, and reminded the
sheikhs that he was only following the custom observed in the
golden days of Islam, when the Caliphs used to choose judges
from among the most learned of the Arab community. The
sheikhs had to comply with Napoleon’s wishes, and so they
c¢lected Sheikh Al Arishi as chief judge.

It is interesting now to note that the practice of appointing
an Egyptian to the post of Moslem chief judge stopped with
the departure of the French in 1801, and was not resumed
until our relations with Turkey were severed in 1914 during
the First Great War.

Besides these political mnovations the French introduced
a host of other interesting things which puzzled the Egyptians
when they first saw them. They were puzzled to read and hear
the religious confessions of Bondparte, in which he publicly
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announced his aversion to Christianity and his bias towards
Islam, if not his adherence to Mohammedanism.

In his first epistle to which reference has already been made
he says: “O Egyptians! They tell you that I have come to
your country in order to abolish your religion. This is an
absolute lie and I ask you not to believe it. Tell them that I
have come to deliver you from your tyrants Tell them that I
worship God Almighty and revere His Prophet and the Holy
Koran even better than the Mamelukes. O sheikhs, judges and
notables! Tell your nation that the I'rench are sincere Mos-
lems, and 1 proof thereof they have invaded Rome and driven
away the Pope, who never tired of inciting the Christians to
fight Islam. They have also driven the Crusading Knights
from the Island of Malta, and have always been on friendly
terms with the Ottoman Sultan. May God preserve his
Empire!”

To give effect to these declarations Bonaparte ordered reli-
gious festivals to be celebrated on a scale unknown before, He
himself attired like a grand sheikh would participate with the
sheikhs in their religious ceremonies amid the cheers of the
crowding populace, who began to call him Sultan Al Kebir
Bonaparte.

But in truth the people never really believed, that Napoleon
or his comrades were sincere in their profession of faith. They
had soon been undeceived. For they saw the French drink in
public, frivol and blaspheme like pagans. They noted with
great aversion their libertine ways, not only with European
women but also with the Moslem harem, whom they encour-
aged to appear in public unveiled. They were disgusted to see
Christian Copts, Syrians and Jews deviate [rom their old ways
and assume an air not only of equality with the Moslems but
even of superiority; whereas of old they were held to be in-
ferior creatures, unworthy even to ride on horseback or put
on Kashmir shawls, or even to eat or drink in public during
Ramadan, the Moslem month of fasting, All that was now
changed, and the Christian minority was beginning to claim
equality with the Moslem majority.

They saw that the French had demolished mosques and
Moslem cemeteries for the purpose of defending the city. All
this rankled in the hearts of tbe people, and the belief was
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general that the French as distinct from other Christians were
stmply agnostics who cared very little for either Christianity
or Islam.

Similarly the Egyptians were puzzled about the relations of
Bonaparte with Turkey and the Sultan. For he began by say-
ing that France was an old friend of the Sultan and that the
French had come to Egypt to punish the Mamelukes for their
disobedience to him But this tone was soon changed into one
of open hostility when Turkey joined England and Russia
against France, soon after the entry of the French into Egypt.
The Egyptians, who at heart hated both Mamelukes and Turks
as much as they did the French if not more, soon began to
nourish a feeling of sympathy towards their brethren in Islam,
and when the opportune moment came they made no secret
of their sentiments

But there were other things which puzzled the Egyptians
and captivated their interest. They were thrilled by the
demonstration of scientific experiments in the laboratories of
I'Institut d’Egypte domiciled in one of the Mameluke houses
in the centre of the city, by the printing-press, the first of its
kind in the country, by the military hospitals, by the cafés, the
casino and the theatre; and by the new industries which the
French started for producing gunpowder, shipbuilding, wool-
lens, machinery, and a score ol other things which the French
needed in their new abode

All this awoke the puzzled attention of the Egyptians and
opened their eyes to a new world moved by new ideas and
swayed by science, force and organisation. But in spite of the
novel attractions that Napoleon placed before them they
secretly nourished a strong feeling of resentment against the
French. Their attitude even became openly defiant when they
heard that Turkey and her friends were coming to their rescue
The news also spread that on August 1, shortly alter the French
victory at Embaba, Nelson had pounced on the French fleet
exposed at Abu Kir, caught the French napping, and destroyed
the fleet that had carried Napoleon to Malta and Egypt. The
French were thus left without any means of communication
with their mother country. It looked as if they were trapped
in Egypt as prisoners. -

When it was known that the Sultan had, sided with England
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against the French, and that Turkey was preparing two armies,
one to come by land and the other by sea to drive away the
French, the Egyptians were rcady for revolt. The financial
exactions of the French, their strictness in collecting dues and
taxes, their confiscation of Mameluke property, and their
severity towards some of the nobality suspected of correspond-
ing with the Mamelukes—all this made the Egyptians respond
to the call to revolt of the secret emissaries of the Turks and
Mamelukes. The mere sight of the French infidels ruling the
land patronised by the House of the Prophet shocked the
religious sentiments of the people and aroused their corporate
: Moslem feelings to the pitch of a jehad, or Moslem crusade.

Twice during the sojourn of the French, which lasted three
years and three months, Egypt revolted against the French.
The first revolt took place on 11 October 1498, three months
after the entry of the French, and Al Jabarti, the Egyptian
chronicler of the period, gives us an interesting description of
what took place: “There were whisperings and the crowds
rallied together without a leader to guide them. Early on Sun-
day morning they came out determined to fight the infidel
and were all armed with a variety of weapons which they had
kept carefully hidden. Gangs formed from the rabble of the
city, with Al Sayed Badr and his associates, the *‘insects” of
Al Husseiniya quarter, at their head, rushed {forward scream-
ing and shouting all along the route to Beit El Kadi, the palace
of justice, with a thousand or more {ollowing them. They tore
away parapets and the doorsteps of shops and houses to barri-
cade the streets and prevent the enemy from penetrating into
their quarters. Bands of young men stood guard in front of the
barricades.”

The French were taken by surprise and their losses were
heavy. The first victim was General Dupuy, the military gover-
nor of the city, who was hit on the head by a missile hurled at
him from a window while he was riding past. Two savants who
were doing research work in the Mokattam hills were also
isolated and killed. Several French officers met their fate on
that day.

‘Thereupon Bonaparte, realising the seriousness of the situa-
tion, ordered the Mosque of Al Azhar, the stronghold of the
rebels, to be shelled from the neighbouring Mokattam hills.
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“When the people saw the shells fall,” says Al Jabarti, “a
thing they had never known, seen or experienced before, they
called on God to protect and shield them from fear.” In spite
of this terrifymng episode, the rebels continued to shoot arrows
and hurl missiles until their ammunition was exhausted. Then
the sheikhs rode on their mules to sée Bonaparte, who repri-
manded them severely for having assisted the rebels and con-
nived at their misdeeds, although they shared with him the
responsibility of government.

In the end he accepted their intercession, but this did not
prevent him from carrying out stern reprisals. The French!
cavalry were admitted into the sacred precincts of Al Azhar
and were kept there until all was quiet. His former friendship
with the sheikhs cooled down, and the first national divan
was suppressed. When 1t was restored, Napoleon took care to
see that it was composed of other elements besides the sheikhs.

The new divan was composed of sixty members, of whom
fourteen were to constitute the permanent council. Apart from
the sheikhs there were merchants, officers, Copts, Syrians,
Greeks and other Europeans. Of the fourteen members, five
were sheikhs, two Moslem merchants, two Copts, two Syrians,
and three local European merchants.

It was at that time also that orders were given to pull down
the heavy gates that guarded lanes and alleys by night and
blocked the way of the French army during the revolt.

The second revolt broke out in the spring of 1800, during
the rule of General Kléber, who succeeded Bonaparte after
his secret return to France in August 1799.

During the second revolt the Turks were actually at the
gates of Cairo, and were ready to occupy the land in conse-
quence of the Treaty of Al Arish, concluded between Sydney
Smith, the English admiral, and Kléber, the intrepid French
general who hated to stay in Egypt with the French Expedi-
“tion. Unfortunately the English admiral, in negotiating with
the French, was acting without consulting his superiors and,
in consequence, the treaty was not ratified by either England
or Turkey. War therefore broke out again after the Turks had
penetrated very far into the Delta. Their presence among the
rebels gave the second revolt a,most determined character.
The populace of the city, led this time by their chosen leaders
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fiom amongst the sheikhs, artisans and shopkeepers, barri-
caded the streets, dug trenches, blockaded the quarter in-
habited by the Europeans, kept guard at strategic points, and
seriously menaced the French who were then busy giving
battle to the Turks at Ain Shams, near Heliopolis. The Copts
in this emergency joined hands with the Moslems and formed
a unated front in the face of foreign peril. Al Jabarti, again,

.relates how Egyptians vied with one another in selling their
, valuables in order to buy arms and ammunition; how wealthy
' Egyptians, Moslems and Copts, during this revolt, visited the

trenches by night and distributed food and sweets among the
national guards, who, together with six thousand Turks who
had filtered into the city from the Turkish forces, gave the
French a thoroughly bad time. The name of Sayed Omar
Makram, the chosen leader of the people at that time, deserves
a special niche in the temple of modern Egyptian nationality.

After his victory over the Turks at Ain Shams, Kléber ruth-
lessly crushed the revolt. He burnt the stronghold of the yebels
at Bulak and blockaded the city for more than a month, dur-
ing which the people suffered unheard-of privations. At Jast
the Turks and the Egyptian leaders began to escape from the
city, and the people left to themselves bought their submission
by paying a very heavy indemnity amounting to 14,000,000
francs. Al Jabarti tells us how people brought out the golden
and silver ornaments of their womenfolk to be sold very
cheaply in order to pay their share of the indemnity. No won-
der therefore that in June 1800, a few weeks after the suppres-
sion of the revolt, Kléber was stabbed in the garden of his
residence by a Syrian student studying at Al Azhar University.
By his death the French lost their ablest general and most
gifted, administrator.

He was succeeded by Menou, a mediocre general and a con-
vert to Islam with a new name, Abdullah. Under him the
French suffered immensely in prestige and in strength, and
were finally beaten by a new Anglo-Turkish expedition. The
English expedition of 17,000 men under Sir Ralph Abercrom-
by was the first to sa1l to Egypt in modern times. They copied
Bonaparte’s plan and landed near Alexandria at Abu Kir in
March 1801. They had little difficulty in beating the French
at Kanub to the south of Abu Kir. They besieged Menou with
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his 10,000 French in Alexandria, and then proceeded along
the Rosetta Branch with their allies the Turks southwards to
Cairo. There the French preferred to come to terms with the
English.

Menou soon followed suit in September 1801, and the
French agreed to leave the country with their arms, materials,
and results of their researches.

It was during this expedition that the famous Rosetta Stone,
discovered a ycar earlier near Rosetta by a French officer called
Bouchard, fell into the hands of the English, who carried it
with them to the British Museum. There it lay meaningless
with its three inscriptions in hieroglyphic, Demotic and Greek
until in 1822 Champollion, also a French archaeologist, suc-
ceeded in deciphering its meaning and thus gave birth to the |
modern study of Egyptology.

It was the pride of the French that, although they failed in
Egypt from a mulitary point of view, they actually succeeded
in discovering modern Egypt politically, socially and
culturally.

Though driven away from Egypt the French never forgot
their early connection with the country and Egypt on her side
did not forget the French But England was ever watchful. For
the time she made close friends with Egypt’s ruler, the Grand
Turk, whose morale and general state of health had so deterio-
rated that he earned for himself the appropriate nickname of
the Sick Man of Europe. In this way England was able to keep
watch over Egypt. Not only did she act as police constable on
the routes that led to Egypt, but she also held the keys to

Egypt, and Egypt gradually found herself somehow attached to
England.



CuArTER II
THE ADVENT OF MOHAMMED ALI TO POWER

HEN the French evacuated the land, and the English
had apparently re-established the Sultan’s hold on
Egypt, the country soon reverted to its ancient discord and
anarchy, Both Turks: and Mamelukes tried hard to regmgmmr,
fwr_ll}_?_Ld.Qmmatmn, the former by rlg,,LQiJn\Lasnon, and the
latter by virtue of their vested inferests in the country. The
Turks were determined this time to rule the land through
their proper governors, and not to delegate their power to the
Mameluke Beys as they used to do before the French expedi-
tion. On the other hand, the Mamelukes, having been instru-
mental in raising insurrections against the French, considered
themselves entitled to rule the land independently of the
Turks; and so began that war of annibilation which charac-
terised the dark period which followed the departure of the
French “The Turks were divided into several racial {actions,
the Albanians against the Kurds and the Old Janissaries
against both, and all against the poor overtaxed population of
the country. Similarly among the Mamelukes the old petty
quarrels broke out again between their rival leaders and be-
tween themselves and the Sultan’s officers Both Turks and
Mamelukes needed money to carry out their internecine wats;
and the poor citizens were bled of their last piastre to pay
for the maintenance of the Turkish mercenary troops and the
Mameluke marauding parties.
As aresult of the almost continuous state of war during these
years, the econamic situation of the country became deplorabIe

flicted on a nation. No wonder therefore that thcy.curaed the
day which drove the French, army away and. brought back to

power those best-hated mastexs. They. carefullzwwatched the

course of events and awaited-their chance. 1 heir chance soon

came with” a h1gth gifted Albanian officer, who was in charge
16
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of the Albanian contingent left by the Sultan in Egypt to
establish Turkish rule against the Mamelukes. This his was the
great Mohamgned Ali.

Mohammed Ali was born in 1769 at Cavalla, a small Mace-
donian port on the Aegean Sea now under Greece. He used to
pride himself on being born in the same year as Napoleon, the
genius whose actions and political views so profoundly in-
fluenced Mohammed Ali's own career.

Mohammed Ali came of poor parentage, and was brought
up as an orphan by the mayor of Cavalla. He was looked after
during his early days by an honest French tobacco merchant
called Monsieur Léon; and had not the French invaded Egypt
in 1798, Mohammed Ali might have spent the rest of his life
as a respectable tobacco merchant at Cavalla. But fortunately
for Egypt fate had dictated otherwise. For when Turke: joined’
England against France, after the French entry into Egypt,
and organised an expedition to co-operate with the English in
driving the French out of Egypt, Mohammed Ali enlisted as_
an_officer in m the Albanian contingent sent by Turkey under
Hussem “captain pasha " of the Turkish fleet. He soon
tinguished himself and was promoted to the rank of general

When Eém the English and the French left the country after
thﬂgﬂw hetween England and France,
Mohammed Ali was left in the sexrvice of the Turkish pasha
nominated by Turkey to govern the country.

He saw clearly that both Mamelukes and Turks were fight-
ing for mere licensed robbery and unbridled capricious
authority. He saw the strategic and commercial position of
Egypt situated at the crossroads of three continents, with the
desert and the sea as its frontiers. He saw the fertility of the
land, the docility of its people, and the immense scope for
reform and power that lay ahead. And so he made up his mind
to grasp the chance of his life.

For the furtherance of his plans Mohammed Ali, who was a
born diplomat, found no difﬁculty in inciting one section
against the other, encouraging both Turks and Mamelukes to
"devolr_one another and thus prepare the way for his own
ascendancy. He first sided with the Mamelukes against the
‘Turks; but when the Mamelukes, were settled in power, he
did not hesitate to surprise their leaders in their homes early
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one morning in March 1803, and chase them with their fol-
lowers out of the city, scattering their forces and confiscating
their property. He ostentatiously kept the Turkish governor,
Khourshid Pasha, in power; and then when the people rose
against the exactions of the Turkish soldiery, he threw off the
mask and openly sided with the people against the Turkish
governor,

Then took place that memorable. demonstration in May
180x, when the people headed by their leaders, the sheikhs,
{he notables and the chiefs of various guilds repaired to the
High Court of Justice there to lodge a formal complaint
against the governor. The Chief Judge, who was a "Turk him-
self, listened carefully to the grievances of the people and
summmoned the Pasha to appear before the court or to send a
delegate to answer in his name. When the delegates came, a
formal protest was drawn up by the leaders of the people and
handed to the delegates, who promised to give an answer next
morning. The following day the demonstrations continued,
the merchants and artisans closing their shops and jomning the
crowd on therr way to Beit El Kadi (Le Palais de Justice), all
clamouring for justice and invoking the Almighty to crush the
power of the Osmanlis.t

When. they learnt it the Couft that the Pasha sent no answer
they went straight to Mohammed Ali’s house. There the
sheikhs, in the name of the people, deposed the Turkish
governor, and when Mohammed Ali asked them whom they
would choose in his place they unanimously clamoured for
him as governor. Thereupon Sheikh El Sharkawy, the rector of
Al Azhar, and Al Sayed Omar Makram, the head of the
religious nobility of the country, came forward on behalf of
the people and invested him with the insignia of office, the
fur, the mantle and the robe, and thus proclaimed him Gover-
nor “* in virtue of his rectitude and benevolence and in accord-
ance with the terms stipulated by the people.”

Mohammed Ali and the sheikhs notified the Turkish pasha
of the decision of the people and requested him to acquiesce.
But Khourshid Pasha refused to descend from the Citadel, the
seat of government at that time, and there awaited orders from

* Al Jaharti, 4jaib El Athar, vol. jii (Arabic edition), Sunday, 12th Safar, a.n,
1220.
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the Sublime Porte. Mohammed Ali and the sheikhs then de-
cuded to isolate the Citadel, and for this reason they had to
arm the people who kept watch day and night over the adjoin-
ing streets.

When one day Khourshid Pasha’s agent made his appear-
ance in the city, the following dialogue took place between
him and El Sayed Omar Makram, the chosen leader of the
people:

The Turkish Delegate: How can you depose the man
whom the Sultan has nominated to be your governor? Have
you forgotten the, divine commandment to obey God
Almighty, His Prophets and those in authority over you?

The Egyptian Leader: Those in authority referred to in
the Sacred Book are the noble sheikhs, the lawgivers and the
just Sultan. But this is an unjust man; and it is customary
from the carliest trmes for the people to depose their governors
and even kings or Khalifas if they misgovern or persecute the
nation.

The Delegate : And by what right, may I ask, do you block-
ade us in the Citadel and prevent water and food from reach-
ing us? Are you at war with us? Are we infidels to deserve all
this at your hands? )

The Leader: Yes, we have the authority of the sheikhs and
the Chiel Judge to fight you because you have opposed the
nation and acted contrary to the commandments of God.

The Turkish Delegate: But the Chief Judge is an infidel
himself.

The Egyptian Leader: He is your man and a Turk like
yourselves; and if your judge is an unbeliever what about the
rest of you? But God forbid. The Chief Judge is an honour-
able man and he is versed in law and will not forsake justice.

In any case, the Pasha declared that he was appointed
Governor by an imperial firman from the Sultan and that he
would not quit his office by order of the fellaheen of Egypt.
When he informed the Chief Judge of his intention to con-
tinue in the Citadel until news came from the Sultan, the
Chief Judge firmly replied that forty thousand souls had come
to the court clamouring for the Pasha’s descent from the seat
of government, and that if he refused to do so they would
fight him. * This rising of the people,” wrote the Chief Judge,
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“cannot be opposed or defied.” He made it clear to him that
this would be his final correspondence with him.*

That day the fellaheen of Egypt opened a new chapter in
the history of their country. Not only did they venture to
depose the Governor without referring the matter to the Porte,
but they also asserted their full right of self-determination in
choosing their own head of state and in investing him with
the insignia of office without even waiting for the approval of
the Sultan.

Eventually this approval came in July 180y, when the
appointment of Mohammed Ali was confirmed and Khour-
shid’s withdrawal was decreed, contrary to the Sultan’s real
wishes. But the word of the illiterate fellaheen began to have
its full weight and, for the first time in the modern history of
Egypt, public opinion began to assert itself.

The Porte tried more than once to uproot Mohammed Ali
from Egypt and replace him with new governors of the old
type. In July 1806 the Sultan sent four warships and a flotilla
with about 3,000 men on board under Admiral of the Fleet
Saleh Pasha, who was carrying with him a new governor for
Egypt, called Musa Pasha, and an imperial decree nominating
Mohammed Ali Governor of Salonica. For it was customary
then that Turkish governors should not be allowed to stay in
their offices for more than a year or two, after which they were
either transferred, decapitated or sold out to higher bidders.

' The Turks were resolved this time to avenge the appointment

of Mohammed Ali by public acclamauon against the real
interests of the Sultan.

They were counting especially on the Mamelukes whom
the Sultan had pardoned, and who were fighting Mohammed
Ali m Upper Egypt. The English Government had inter-
vened in their favour before the Porte, and it was agreed that
Mohammed Bey El Alfi, leader of the Mamehikes, should pay
an annual tribute to Constantinople amounting to 180,000
purses (with £5 Turkish in each) in return for their reinstate-
ment to power in Cairo. The new pasha who would replace
Mohammed Ali was to reside in the Citadel and leave the
Mamelukes to govern the country as of old.

"This shows how the Turks failed to realise the strength of

1 Al Jabard, 4jaib El Athar, vol. iit (Arabu: ecition), Safar, A, 1220,
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the nascent national movement behind Mohammed Alj,
whereas Mohammed Ali learned to manipulate this strength
in his favour. At first he posed as the obedient servant of the
Sultan and declared his readiness to carry out the imperial
order as soon as he had paid the arrears of the Sultan’s soldiers
under him. At the same time he got in touch with the national
leaders and left them to work out his deliverance.

The Mamelukes welcomed the opportunity of jomning hands
with the Turks, and Alfi Bey moved northwards near Daman-
hur in Behera to greet the Turkish emissaries. There they
tried in vain to unite their efforts and avail themselves of this
unique opportunity to regain power. But their own internal
division and the military preparedness of Mohammed Ali con-
tributed to their failure in the end. For after their initial suc-
cess against Mohammed Ali’s force at Negila in Behera, they
failed to occupy Damanhur, whither Mohammed Ali had sent
munitions and arms.

Meanwhile the national leaders prepared a manifesto 1n
writing against the Mamelukes and the transfer of Mohammed
Ali. They stated that the Mamelukes, if they regained power,
would not carry out their pledge to pay an annual tribute to
the Sultan or send an annual quota of corn and money to the
holy places in Arabia, The sheikhs, the ulemas and notables
would not endorse any promise given by the Mamelukes,
whom they accused of plundering the land. The manifesto
was sealed and signed by the leaders and sent to the Captain
Pasha and the Sultan. The Captain Pasha paid no attention
to the protest and once more informed the sheikhs and leaders
to carry out the Imperial orders and leave Mohammed Ali and
his followers to quit the country via Damietta And for the
second time the sheikhs answered that they would not accept
any other governor in place of Mohammed Ali.

Having assured himself of the sheikhs and the soldiers,
Mohammed Ali decided to resist the Sultan by force in case of
need, and he started to repair the old forts, to arm the people,
and to improve his relations with the Mameluke leaders
opposed to Alfi Bey, who had visited England and communi-
cated with the English without the consent of his partners.
This course of action, together with Mohammed Ali’s presents
to the Captain Pasha, made the latter decide in favour of
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Mohammed Ali who agreed to pay 4,000 purses annually to
the Porte. In October 1806 Saleh Pasha the Caplain sailed
from Abu Kir back to Constantinople, taking on board with
him Musa Pasha, the would-have-been governor of Egypt, and
Ibrahim, Mohammed Ali’s eldest son, who was taken to Con-
stantinople as a hostage until che full payment of the tribute.
In November 1806 Mohammed Ali was confirmed in his
office. His confirmation was soon made secure by the sudden
death of the two prominent Mameluke leaders, Al Bardis1 in
November of the same year, and Al Alfi in January the follow-
ing year.

But no sooner was this episode concluded than a fresh
national crisis loomed on the horizon, a crisis which was to try
to the full the energies and the patriotism of the new
governor. The English were sending to Egypt a naval expedi-

i tion with nearly seven thousand men under General Frazer in
\ answer to the entreaties of Alfi Bey, who had promised Eng-
+land the mastery of the coasts of Egypt in return for their
ihelp in reinstating the Mamelukes to power under the
' suzerainty of the Sultan. It was as a result of this arrangement
with England that the Sultan had sent the Captain Pasha
with a full pardon granted to thc Mamelukes and a dccree
nominating Mohammed Ali to the pashalik of Salonica. Now
that the scheme had failed, it remained for England to take
the matter in hand. England had recently sent an ultimatum
to Turkey to secede from Napoleon and join her and Russia.
Influenced by Napoleon’s able ambassador Sébastiani the
Sultan rejected the English ultimatum and, in consequence,
an English fleet under Admiral Duckworth penetrated the
Dardanelles in February 18o0%. Faced with the catastrophe of
losing Constantinople to the English, the Sultan and the
French spared no effort mn fortifying the coasts. When Duck-
worth was ready for action he found himself and his fleet so
dangerously menaced by the Turks that he had to retreat
from the Dardanelles, much to the discomfiture of England

It was to make up for this failure in the Dardanelles that
General Frazer’s’ expedition sailed in March of the same year
to invade Egypt. England had the example of the French
expedition fresh in her mrind and she tried to follow suit.
This time the English really wanted to conquer the land, and
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were not to be contented with driving their enemy out of the
country as they did in the first expedition in 1801.

They knew that Napoleon had had with him no less than
32,000 men, and that with only 7,000 men they could not
aspire to conquer the land unless help was forthcoming They
were counting on the active co-operation of the Anglophile
Mamelukes under Alfi Bey, who had visited England after the
French withdrawal from Fgypt and got entangled in a sort
of agreement with them. Unfortunately for England and
happily for Egypt, Alfi Bey died two months before the land-
ing of their cxpedition, which thus was doomed to failure
from the outset.

Al Jabarti, the sole Egyptian chronicler of the period, re-
lates how Mohammed Ali, who was fighting the Mamelukes
m Upper Egypt, was much perturbed at the news of the
British expedition, and how people who had seen the British
beat the French in Egypt expected an easy victory for them.
The first news justified these fears, {for the British who landed
at Abu Kir found no difficulty in occupying Alexandria with-
out the least resistance. It transpired later that the English
had negotiated with Amin Agha, the Turkish governor of the
city, and with the head notable of the city, for the peaceful
surrender of the place in return for a persuasive sum of
money.

This trecasonable agreement perpetrated by the men respon-
sible for Alexandria was never sanctioned by the sheikhs, the
notables or Mohammed Ali’s men in Cairo It must be borne
in mind that Alexandria and other ports of Egypt were under
the control of the Captain Pasha of Turkey, and this fact ex-
plains the ease with which the British negotiated the surren-
der of the city.

The news of the fall of Alexandria spread like fire, and all
sections of society were once more alive to the danger of wit-
nessing another infidel invasion of the land. Even the Mame-
lukes, on whom the English were relying for the success of
their invasion, were conscious of the shame they were about
to earn for themselves if the English carried out their plans.
Mohammed Ali lingered in Upper Egypt with a view to flee-
ing, in case of need, from the country eastwards to Palestine
and Syria.
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When the English occupied Alexandria, a detachment was
sent to occupy Rosetta, and letters were sent to the leaders of
the Mamelukes inviting them to co-operate with them:
“They say you have lost El Alfi; but Alfi was onc and you are
a host of hundreds; so come to us if you want the accom-
plishment of your plans and do not be late For this is your last
chance and you will regret having missed it.”*

"These letters found the Mamelukes divided as usual. The
anti-Alfists were under no obligation towards the English, {or
they had not been consulted by Alfi Bey; the Alfists were now
beaten by Mohammed Ali and did not dare to oppose the
nation by siding with the English.

Mohammed Alj, in the face of this national danger, showed
a most reconciliatory spirit and sent to Cairo for a deputation
of sheikhs to come and conclude peace between him and the
Mameluke leaders. He was ready to concede anything—even
the whole of Upper Egypt—provided they agreed to join the
national front against the English invasion

The ulemas easily convinced the Mameluke Beys by argu-
ing that the English would be worse masters than the French.
“The French have no religion,” they said, “they believe in
the principles of liberty and fraternity; whereas the English
are devout Christians who hate other rehglons It is not rlght
that you should side with the infidels against the Moslems.”

One of the Mameluke leaders declared that, as a Moslem
who had fought against the French and emigrated from Egypt
for the cause of the Lord, he would not now end his life by
resorting to the foreigner and fighting with them against the
faithful. Thus the ulema triumphed, and the deputation
of the sheikhs came back to Cairo with a sealed document
from the Mamelukes to the Chief Kadi announcing their
decision not to co-operate with the English *

Soon the news reached Cairo that the English had been
routed at Rosetta. It transpired that a detachment of 2,000
English soldiers was sent to occupy Rosetta and make it a
basis of operations. The governor of the city, an able officer
called Ali Bey, determined to oppose the English. The garri-
son of the place did not exceed a few hundred soldiers, but
he found the populace mosf eager to help. When the English

1 Al Jabartt, 4jaib El Athar, vol. iv, (Arabic edition), Mohairem, A u, 1222,
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appeared he gave orders that everybody should keep to their
appointed place and be ready to act after hearing the signal.
The English entered the city towards the end of March 1807.
They thought that Rosetta, like Alexandria, would submit
without a gunshot, and they sauntered round the city as if
they were on a promenade. But just when the sun was at its
hottest and the English were reclining agamst the walls to
protect themselves from the heat of the sun, the signal was
heard and the Egyptian people began to fire their arms from
the windows, the tops of houses, and from every corner of the
city. The English were absolutely taken by surprise They
lost their commanding officer, General Wauchope, and several
bundred others. The rest retreated to Alexandria to Lell the
story of their defeat to the High Command. Some of the
prisoners and heads of the killed carried on poles were sent
by Ali Bey, the governor of Rosetta, to Cairo to tell the news
of their victory to the anxious people.

The news of the English defeat clectrified the 1magination
of all the people. It restored strength and confidence to the
heart of Mohammed Al his agents and the people; it finally
alienated the Mamelukes from the English and prepared the
way for a national effort to beat the invaders. Drovetti, the
French consul at Alexandria who had fled to Gairo to avoid
talling into the hands of the English, joined with Mohammed
Ali, who had recently come to Cairo trom Upper Egypt to
supervise the raising of defence works against the English Al
Sayed Omar Makram, the famous national hero, came forward
once again, and, thanks to his instructions, guidance and
cxample, the people armed themselves and the students of Al
Azhar deserted their lectures and volunteered with the popu-
Jace to march to Alexandria or Rosetta to fight the enemy,
who had planned to avenge their defeat at Rosetta.

General Stewart was sent with 4,000 men and the neces-
sary munitions and material to Rosetta, and there he took
his stand at Al Hammad, to the south of Rosetta. From Al
Hammad the English began a regular siege of the city. The
havoc created in the place by continuous bombardment and
the heavy losses suffered made the governor and the head
notable send to Cairo several reqpests for reinforcements It
is significant that in their requests they refused the despatch
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of Turkish soldiery, contenting themselves with munitions
and guns and volunteers from among the people. It shows the
growing confidence in the national element and the immense
hatred of the irresponsible Turkish soldiery.

Mobammed Ali was able to send about 4,000 men under
Tapouzoglou. When they reached Rosetta in face of the
enemy they divided themselves in two sections, each of them
occupying one bank of the Nile, and then one of the sections
proceeded to attack the cnemy’s position at Al Hammad. The
Egyptians made {ull use of their cavalry, knowing that the
English were deficient in this respect because they had not
been able to secure the necessary horses. The cavalry soon
drove the enemy from their positions and on 21 April 1804,
after three hours’ fighting, the English had to raise the siege
of Rosetta, leave Al Hammad, and make their way as best as
they could to Alexandria.

It was a resounding victory for the Egyptians. One-fourth
of the enemy’s force had either surrendered as prisoners or
been killed in battle. At Alcxandria the Fnglish had to cut
the earth banks of Lake Mariut and surround Alexandria with
water just as Menou had done 1n 1801 when besieged by the
English.

The whole country received the news of the victory at Al
Hammad with great rejoicings. To proclaim the victory, 480
prisoners were shown round the city. It was now certain that
the English could not invade the country with success.

Mohammed Ali, relieved from the fear of conquest by
Britain, set himself to winning the hearts ol the English by
attending to their wounded and affording every comfort to
their prisoners.

General Frazer also adopted a new line of policy. After the
defeat of El Hammad, news reached him of the meeting at
Tilsit between Napoleon and Alexander the Czar of Russia.
It was clear that England now needed all her forces to defend
her interests m Europe. He therelore sent an envoy to
Mohammed Ali to negotiate for peace. It was a pleasant sur-
prise for Mohammed Al and his agents, who had expected
a long fight with the English. Mohammed Ali therefore
hastened to Damanhur, there to meet the English envoy and
to sign the treaty of peace by which the.English were to with-
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draw from the country and Egypt was to release the English
prisoners of war. The English expcdition finally vacated
Alexandria in September 180Y, leaving the place in the hands
of Mohammed Ali's agent Tapouzoglou, the hero of El
Hammad.

Henceforward Alexandria, which had been in the domain
of the Turkish Captain Pasha, came within the jurisdiction
of the Governor of Egypt. And, thanks to Mohammed Alj,
Alexandria soon recovered from her stagnant state and be-
came the second port in the Mediterranean after Marseilles,
and the favourite seat of the Governor of Egypt in summer

The Turkish Sultan showed his appreciation of the great
effort made by Mohammed Ali and the Egyptian people by
acquiescing in the Egyptian possession of Alexandria, and by
returning Ibrahim, Mohammed Ali’s son, to Cairo. Ibrahim
came back laden with valuable presents and honours con-
ferred on his {ather, his assistants, and on Al Sayed Omar Mak-
ram, the leader of the people.

This victory over the English made Mohammed Ali the
undisputed champion of Egyptian nationality, and his fame
began to traverse the boundaries of Egypt to the outside
world.

Assured of his unassailable position and popularity,
Mohammed Al1 decided to adopt Egypt as his mother country,
and to send for his family, his relatives and friends to help
him in the government of the country. Nothing could equal
the loyalty and the extreme devotion with which Mohammed
Al1 was served by his sons and other members of his family.
They were all attached by the most affectionate ties to the
viceroy, or Effendina (our Lord) as Mohammed Ali and his
successors were henceforward called by the Egyptian people.
And contrary to what was customary in Eastern courts, they
all afforded him active co-operation and exemplary loyalty.

Thus was Mohammed Ali able to embark on his en-
lightened dictatorial career of reform and progress, destined to
raise Egypt from her medieval status of an ordinary Ottoman
province to the level of a vigorous modern state, conscious of
her full rights of nationhood and ranking high among
civilised states.



CuarTER III
UNIFORMS AND REFORMS

HE paramount duty of an enlightened government in
Egypt 1s to rescue its cultivable lands from the ever en-

croaching desert by thorough cultivation and skilful irriga-
tion, Sand and water—two elements, the one meaning death
and the other life—have always been in constant struggle in
the valley of the Nile And whenever a feeble government
ruled in Egypt the desert never failed to take advantage of its
opponent, causing those ravaging famines and plagues of
classic memory. Never was the land of Egypt less productive,
less prosperous or less populous than during the period
just preceding and immediately following the French
expedition

-When Mohammed Al became supreme in Egypt he gave
the land his unremitting attention. In order to regulate the
1mpos1t1on and. collection of la 1and taxes, he began m 1813 by
oTd€Ting a correcum:yey.oﬁ all cultivable tracts, faking care
» to diminish the local unit of length, the kassaba, in order
to increase the total number of taxable feddans or acres of
land.” The result when the cadastral survey was completed
brought the cultivable area to aboul 8,000,000 feddans.*

Then he made up his mind to expropriate the Mamelukes
and Turks who, under the name of Multazims, used to farm _
out the taxes of certain districts, paying as little to the State
funds and des]ooﬂmg the fellah of as much as they could. To
carry out his plan he asked the Multazims to estimate their
suspectin g some device for further taxation, countered by
putting their incomes at their lowest He e at-once- pounced.on
tHese statements and issued an order pensioming all Multa-

zimis and taking over their Tands Tor himself. The Multazims

* Qune feddan equals 4,200 square metres. The feddan 1s divided into 333}
kassabas
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had to be satisfied with an annual pension for life equal to
the income they had estimated for themselves.

Apart from the iltizam or taxable lands, there were the
private farms, or wissieh lands, for the personal use of the
Multazims These wissich lands were left in the hands of their
masters if_they had ‘been loyal;_if not, as was the case with
the Multazims of Upper Egypt who rose agamst Mohammed
Ali, the wissieh lands were also appropriated.

Another category of lands was that held in mortmain, or
the wakf land endowed by its proprietors for pious deeds.
Such lands could not be alienated by sale or purchase, and
formed a good part of the total area; for people found in the
system of wakf a guarantee against confiscation by the
Government or dispersion by posterity. These lands were
generally administered by sheikhs and ulemas under the title
of_Nazirs. Mohammed Ali decided to relieve the Nazirs of

their duties and to take over the adm1n1strat10n of the wakf

st1pu1ated by the wakf donors _

Thus Mohammed Ali became the _tenant-in-chief of prac-
tically all the cultivable land in the country, a position which
brought him._into direct contact with the fellaheen. Takmg
advantage of this position, he started. what was m_fact_both
an agrarian and a social revolution Each fellah was given.a
portion of land {rom three to five feddans i extent to live
on and benefit by its usufruct, the Sultan (in_theory) being
the_sole owner of the land FEach.was. supplied with the re-
quired implements, animals and seeds for sowing the land.
The governors of the provinces ‘and dustricts were to deter-
mine the area and the crop to be cultivated in a given zone..
It was also the duty of the officers of the government to evalu-
ate all the harvests at the Government’s pricc with a view to
determining the land tax, and leaving the balance, usually
about onesixth of the produce, for the personal use of the
fellah. The harvests were then removed to Government ware-
houses, where they were stored until the opportune moment
came for disposing of the produce in local or foreign markets.
Although the fellaheen had no right to sell, mortgage, in-
herit or bequeath their land prgperty, this step taken by
Mohammed Ali was the prelude to the right of private owner-
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ship of land granted during the reign of Said, Mohammed
Ali’s son.

After making himsell almost the only Multazim of the
lands of Egypt, Mohammed Ali turned to its cultivation. He
introduced or encouraged the cultivation of some of the most
su1table ¢ and,_profitable crops like indigo, sugar cane, rice,
cotton and fax. These were summer crops, and so it was
necessary to dig canals and wells to secure enough water for
them And as these crops were much needed in the Eumopean
markets, Mohammed Ali started a_system of monopolies
which, though at first confined to the crops mentioned, gradu-
ally embraced practically all the produce of the land.
Although this system entailed much hardship on the people,
it was solely by this method that Mohammed Ali was able to
collect enough money for carrymg out his military plans, and
it was also I'Szy this method that it was possible to reform agri-
culture. Left to themselves the [ellaheen would have neg-
ected the land as before because of their ignorance and lack
of interest. In a conversation with Dr. Bowring, a Member of
Parliament sent to Egypt in 1838 by Lord Palmerston, the
Foreign Secretary, to report on the progress of the country,
Mohammed Ali said “No! my peasantry are suffering from
the disease of ignorance to their true intevests, and I must act
the part of the doctor. I must be severe when anything goes
wrong.”t

The result of this benevolent severity soon became apparent
in the thousands of acres made cultivable by Mohammed Ali,
and in the network of canals dug all over the Delta to bring
the water from the branches of the Nile to the land during
the drought of the long spring and summer months. Not less
than a million feddans were reclaimed from the desert, and
in 1833 the revenue of the country amounted to about
£E.2,590,000—nearly a million pounds more than it was in
1818:

Having settled the question of the land and its crops,
Mohammed Ali turned his attention to consolidating his
“pewer by,g;ggnmmg__mg arms of the State. The fame of the
battle of Abu Kir, in Wthh Nelson had de destroyed Napoleon’s

1 Bowring's Report. Parhamentary Papers, vol, xxi, 1840.
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means of communication with France, taught Mohammed Ali
what a mighty weapon naval supcriority could be in beating
an enemy. And on the battlefield near Rahmanieh on the
Rosetta Branch, where Mohammed Al had fought side by
side with the English expedition against the French in 1801,
he shrewdly observed what a modern fighting army could do
in comparison with the Turkish militia which he officered.
At the time of General Frazer’s expedition in 1807 we saw
how Mohammed Ali, assisted by Drovetti, the French consul,
erected defences and began to adopt less barbarous methods
in dealing with the wounded and the British prisoners. His
mind was evidently already set on organising his forces on
modern linés, and he was simply waiting for an opportune
moment.”]t came in 1809 when the Sultan, having repeatedly
failed to recover the greater part of Arabia (including the
‘two sacred citics of Mecca and Medina) from the power of the
Moslem puritan order of the Wahhabis under Ibn Saoud,
charged Mohammed Al with the task of subdumg Arabia.
To accomplish this Mohammed Al saw the necessity of creat-
ing the nucleus of an army and a navy.

But first of all, so that things would work smoothly,
Mohammed Al1 decided that the troublesome and treacherous
Mamelukes should be destroyed as a party. By this time the
Mameluke Beys under Shahin Bey had ceased to obstruct the
government ol Mochammed Ali; they had veconciled them-
selves to their fate, and were living at their ease in Cairo or
across the Nile at Giza and Fayoum on benefices reserved
from Mohammed Ali. But Mohammed Ali feared that they
might again take up arms against him if they knew that his
forces were leaving the country to fight in a far-off and diffi-
cult country like Arabia.

He did not forget that the Porte had planned the destruc-
tion of the Mamelukes immediately after the departure of the
French, and instructed both the Captain Pasha at Alexandria
and the Grand Vizier in Cairo to enveigle the Mamelukes
into paying a visit and then to kill them. The Captain Pasha
at Alexandria actually succeeded in killing several of the
Mameluke chiefs. But at Cairo the plot did not materialise,
thanks to the timely intervention of the British who were
still in the country.
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So Mohammed Ali decided that the occasion of investing
his son Toussoun with the command of the expedition to
Arabia should be the signal for getting rid of the Mamelukes.
One Friday afternoon in Mayrch 1811 the Mameluke Beys,
heavily clad in their best attire and supported on their mag-
nificently caparisoned horses, came early to the Citadel to
attend the grand ceremony to which all the dignitaries and
the officers of the state were mnvited. They offered their con-
gratulations to the Pasha and apologised for the absence of
the few beys who could not come. Mohammed Ali received
them graciously, and at the appointed time the trumpets
sounded and the procession proceeded on 1ts way The route
from Citadel Square (then called the Remeila) to the palace
of Mohammed Alr was lined with his Albanian soldiers. At
the head of the procession came the Kurds and the Janis-
saries followed by an Albanian contingent, and then the
Mameluke Beys on horseback followed by another Albanian
contingent

1t was observed that the Albanian sold:ers lining the moun-
tain path from the palace to the gate of the Gitadel leading
to the Remeila Square were occupymg all points of vantage
along the route, but this did not arouse the suspicion of the
Mamelukes. It was not till after the sign was given for the
locking of the heavy gate of El Azab that the Mamelukes
began to suspect a trap. Soon the Albanian soldiers opened
fire from all directions on the Mamelukes, who were squeezed
between the Albanijan contingents and the steep banks on
either side of the road. The swords which they had un-
sheathed were of no use against the guns of the soldiers.
"They were all killed, even those who found their way to the
harem sanctuary and cried for mercy; and those who managed
to climb the ramparts of the Citadel were all overtaken by the
soldiers and shot down—all except Emin Bey who, as Al
Jabarti, the chronicler of the period, asserts, came late to the
ceremony and was therefore able to escape the jumble near
the gate. He climbed