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PREFACE

el

MarerraLs for the life of Mountstuart Elphinstone
are abundent, In 1861, two years after his death,
Sir T, E. Colebrooke, Bart., who had known him in-
timately during his later years, contributed an obituary
of exceptional length and authority to the Journal
of tho Royal Asiatic Society (Old Series, xxviil, 221
8q.). The whole of his voluminous papers—journals,
letters, despatches, and minutes-—were atterwards
entrusted to Sir T. E. Colebrooke, for the purpose of
writing a formal biograply, which was published in
1884, in two volumes, illustrated with portraits and
maps. These form the basis of the present sketeh ;
and from them all the quotations, unless otherwise
specified, have been taken. In the same year (1884)
appeared a volume of “Selections from the Minutes
and other Official Writings of Mountstuart Elphin-
stone,” edited by Prof George W. Forrest, with an
introductory memoir. Much use also has been made
of this volume, though the dates of the documents
given in it often vequire to be corrected from other
sources. [Finally, Sir J. W. Kaye's Memoir, in his
“Lives of Indian Officers” (new edition, 18¢0), con-
tains some information, both personal and docu-
mentary, not to be found elsewhere.

The engraving that forms the frontispicce has boen
kindly lent by Mr. John Murray.



CONTENTS

——
OHAP. PAGES
T, Ixmpobuecrioy . . . . . . . . 9-16
I1. Eapuy LiFu: Aprvan mf Inora . . . . 17-21
III. YirsT APPOINTMENT TO PooNa . . . . " az-30
IV. Tue Seconp MamrdveA War . . . . . 3I-44
V. Nispur, AND SivDIa's Cawr. . . L. 45-58
VI Tre Kipur Mmsion . . . . . . 5974
VIL. Resmewr ar Poowa . . . . . . Y3100
VIII, Tee Temp Mandred War . . . ., . 0I-120
IX. Tee SprriEMENT oF THE DECOAN . . . . 121-158
X. @Govemyom oF Bowsay . . . . . . 159-200
XI, Rerusy Homs: RErREueNt IN Enenaxp . . 201-21%
InpEX . . . - - . . 21g-223

NOTE

The orthography of proper names follown the system adopted by
the Indian Government for the Tmperial Gasettesr of India. That
gystem, while adhering ta the popular spelling of very well-known
paces, such as Punjab, Poona, Decoan, ete,, employs in all other
cnees the vowels with the following uniform sonnds :—

@, a8 in woman: &, as in land: 4, a8 in polloe; 4, a8 in intrigus:
o, a8 in cold: &, ns in bull: 4, as in rulo.



MOUNTSTUART ELPHINSTONE

CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

On the long roll of civil servants of the East India
Company, no name possesses a greater charm ‘than
that of Mountstuart Elphinstone. As diplomatist
and administrator, he exercised a decisive influence
upon the fate of Western India, at the critical epoch
when British order had to be substituted for Mardths
turbulence: his memory is still revered in Bombay
—by English and natives alike—for nobility of
character, justice, and encouragement of education:
his History of India has won for him s permanent
place in literature. Elphinstone’s long life witnessed
almost the entirc drama of British econquest. Born
in 1779, when Warren Hastings was still Governor-
General, he went out to India in 1796, before Tipu
had been finally subdued. In 1803, he rode by the
gide of the future Duke of Wellington at his first great
victory. At the maturity of his powers he foiled the
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intrigues of the Peshwa, defeated him in battle, and
annexed his dominions. '

To him the Bombay Presidency owes both the en-
largement of its territory and the organisation of its
administrative system. Returning home after more
than thirty years of uninterrupted labour, he passed
his remaining days in retirement, venerated and con-
sulted as the Nestor of the service. He died in 1859,
having survived the Mutiny and tho transfer ‘of the
government from the Company to the Crown.

The name of Elphinstone, therefore, has been chosen
to head the volume in the series of Rulers of India
which will tell the story of the overthrow of Mardthé
supremacy and the introduction of British rule into
the Deccan. But the exigencies of biographical
treatment must not be allowed to hide the fact that
Elphinstone was merely one among a devoted band
of Company’s servants, who, at the beginning of the
present, century, carried into execution the policy de-
signed by the master-mind of the Marquis Wellesley ;
jusb as, fifly years later, a similar group of illustrious
men gathered round Dalhousie and drew their in-
spiration from his genius, Some of those of the elder
generation—such aa Barry Close, Webbo, Jenkins,
and Adam—can scarcely be said to emerge from
the mists that condemm to obscurity all but the most
fortunate of Anglo-Indian worthies. Three, however,
of Elphinstone’s contemporaries stand econspicuous
for work of the same kind as that accomplished by
himself; nor has history heen careful to discriminate
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the ‘merits of Charles Lord Metcalfe, Sir John Mal-
colm, Sir Thomas Munro, and the special subject of
this little book. To name any one of them is to
call up before the mind the other three. For their
careers touched at many points; and it must always
be remembered to their honour that none of them
ever allowed ambition to interfere with their mutual
friendghip, or to impair the high opinion which they
alike entertained of one another’s abilities.

The beginning of the century was, indeed, the
golden age of the Company’s service. Clive and
Hastings had shown to what rank the humblest
¢ writer’ might attain; the cancer of corruption had
beon extirpated, and commercial dutics had been
thrust into the background. The Governor-Generals,
being henceforth taken from the ranks of English
statesmen, were largely dependent npon subordinates
acquainted with the character and languagos of the
natives. Closer rolations with the ¢country powers’
called into existence a new class of diplomatists,
destined to be famous under the style of Residents;
while frequent hostilities taught them their business
in the most practical fashion. Outside Bengaland the
Karnatik, almost all India was practically unexplored
territory. British supremacy, even in arms, was far
from being universally recognised. None could say
what disaster might nob result from sn alliance
between Tipu and the Nizam, or from an attack by
the combined forces of the Mardthd Chiefs. Above
all, a constant fear occupied the minds of the English
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in India, lest Napoleon should at any time follow in
the steps of Alexander, and transfer his genius for
war to the Far East.

Amid such stimulating conditions English and
Scotch boys were launched into active life at an age
when they would now be still at school. Maleolm—
who never ceased to be boyish in his pleasures—
obtained a cadetship at the age ol twelve and landed
at Madras beforc he was fourteen; Metcalfe, who hap-
pened to have been born at Calcutta, returned thither
a8 a ‘wriler’ at fifteen; Elphinstone also left home
at fifteen ; Munro ab eightcen. Nor was it long ere
cach of these youngsters found responsible employ-
ment. Elphinstone was only twenty-four when he was
appointed Resident at Négpur at a oritical period of
affairs, and not yet thirty when sent on an embassy
to the court of Kdbul. Unhampered by the telegraph,
or even by regular posts, the young diplomatists
were compelled to rely on their own resources, and
often to decide without instructions upon measures
of supreme importance. The sense of responsibility,
thus early developed, served them in good stead when
emergencies arrived. A conspicuous sxample is
afforded by Elphinstone’s conduct before the battle of
Kirki. He knew well that the Peshwa was trying
to deceive him—that he was collecting an immense
force to overwhelm the small British garrison ; that
he was tampering with the loyalty of the Sepoys;
that he was even plotting his own assassination—yet
he never swerved from his policy of postponing the
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crisis as long as possible, in order to avoid inter-
ference with the plans of the Govornor-General ; and
he lived nis usual life in the Residency, slmest at the
mercy of the enemy, until the very morning of the
outbreak.

Another characteristic which marks this genera~
tion of Anglo-Indians was the union of bodily activity
with jntellectual 'a.ccomplishments. In their long
journeys from court to court, or when accompanying
troops on the march, they lived an op.en-a.ir life, and
were equally at home in the ecamp, the hunting-field,
and the Darbdr. Malcolm, whose superb physique
wasg the admiration of the others, is still remembered
as a mighty Nimrod. He is related to have broken
up a diplomatioc conference on the news of the near
neighbourhood of a tiger. From Maleolm's example
his young assistant Outram learned how to pacify
Central India by taming the savage tribo of Bhils,
and exterminating the wild beasts. Of Elphinstone
it is not recorded that he was ever successful in his
attempts to kill a tiger; but he was devoted to the
Oriental sport of hawking and the English sport of
‘ pig-sticking.’ Of all these men it may be said that,
if their destiny had not made them diplomatists and
administrators, they were capable of winning fame in
war. Maleolm and Munro were both soldiers by
profession, though their reputation does not rest upon
their military exploits. Yot Malcolm probebly never
enjoyed a happier hour than when leading his brigade
into action at Mehidpur; while Munro’s achievement
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in subjugating the Southern Marfthéd country, with less
than & complete battalion, earned a warm panegyrie
from Canning in the House of Commons. Wellington
said of Elphinstone, after he had beheld his behaviour
under fire al Assaye and Argfum, that he had mis-
taken his vocation and ought to have been a soldior.
Motealfe similarly conciliated the goodwill of the
rugged veteran Lord Lake, who had at first despised
him ag a boy-civilian, by joining the storming party
at Dig.

The men of that time enjoyed yet another advan-
tage, which their successors perhaps envy them most
of all. They did not work under the constant high
pressure which now impairs the encrgies of Indian
officials. Months could then be teken for journeys
that are now done in as many days. Elphinstone
spent two months in going up country to his first
appointment at Benares, and somothing like eleven
months in wandering across the peninsula on his
devious way from Calcutta to Poona. When once
settled, nothing could be more differont from their
ordinary placid life than the modern whirl of
despatch-boxes and reports. Interrogatories by
telegraph, newspaper criticism, questions in Parlia-
ment, visits from holiday tourists, were to them alike
unknown. And the leisure thus allowed was in
many cases pubt to excellent use. That these men
wrote easily and well was but a necessary con-
dition of their official duties. Tho samo may be said
of their familiar acquaintance with the vernacular
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languages. But when we consider the paltry stock
of knowledge they must have taken out with them as
boys, their subsequent devotion to learning becomes
a marvel. The record of Elphinstone’s reading during
the eleven months’ journey relerred to above (when
he was only twenty-one years of age) would not dis-
credit Macaulay. A week after the battle of Assaye
he wrote to a friend: ‘I am rcading all Shakspere
critically . .. I have borrowed a capital Shakspere
for reading. It has not one note, end I bave (in
consequence) never met with a difficully.’ At a later
period he used to travel with two camel-loads of
books, so packed that he could lay his hand on any
volume ho wished. Elphinstone’s History of Indiu,
Maleolm’s History of Persiu, and Grant Duff’s History
of the Murdthds, ave but a few examples of the many
contributions made fo literature about this time by
Indian officials.

And, finally, it is pleasant to add that this group
of public servants not only rosc to the highest places
which India affords, but also won recognition at
home. XElphinstone was selected from among the rest
by the Court of Directors to be Governor of Bombay
at the early age of 39. After his retirement he
more than once refused the Governor-Generalship,
which no servant of the Company held between Lord
Teignmouth and Lord Lawrence. Metcalfe was de-
prived, through the exigencies of party needs, of the
rank of Governor-General, though he performed the

T Sae poat (pp. 27, 28).
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duties for twelve months. But he was twice chosen
by the Ministers of the Crown to govern a great
colony, each time at a crisis of ite affairs, and was
ultimately rewarded with a peerage. Malcolm re-
ceived, to his own great delight, the first broad ribbon
of the Bath ever given to an Anglo-Indian for civilian
services, and succeeded Elphinstono at Bombay.
Munro became Governor of Madras, K.C.B,, and a
baronet. ’

Such were the foremost of that band of men,
trained in the school of Wellesley, who each contri-
buted his share to the work of erushing the Marsths
confederation, and making the power of the British
supreme throughout India.



CHAPTER II

EarLy Lire: ABRRTVAL IN INDIA
1779—1799,

Tae Honourable Mountstuart Elphinstone was born
on the 6th October, 1779. Concerning the place of his
birth his painstaking biographer has been unable to
find a record, though there seems no doubt of the
date. In his own diary at Haidardbdd, in the year
1801, it is found written : ¢ October 6. They tell me
‘tis my birthday. I am now twenty-two.! Ile was
the fourth son of Goneral Lord Elphinstone, eleventh
baron in the peerage of Scotland ; and his mother
was a daughter of Lord Ruthven.

The Elphinsiones take thoir name from a village
near Tranent, in Kagt Lothian, where a tower of the
fourteenth or fifteenth century still stands in toler-
able preservation. But at this time the family resi-
dence was Cumbernanld House, in Dumbartonshire,
which had come to Mountstuart's grandfather on his
marriage with the heiress of the Flemings, Earls of
Wigton, who was also heiress of the Keiths, hereditary
earls marischal of Scotland.

Mountstuart was thus descended from ancestors
famous in Scottish history. The first baron Elphin-
gtone fell at Flodden ; the second at Pinkie. Of the

g B
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same stock is seid to have been that Bishop Elphin-
stone who founded the University of Abordeen and
introduced the art of printing into Scotland. Another
branch of the family was raised to the peerage
under the title of Balmerino, which was forfeited for
excess of devotion to the House of Stuart. Mount-
stuart’s father had fought under Wolfe in Canada.
An uncle, who enterod the navy, x-ecoveredn for the
family the title of Baron Keith, in the peerage of
Tveland, for his services in the Frenech war. Amother
uncle, after commanding sn Hagt Tndiamen, was for
thirty-three years a Director of the Company. Of
Mountsiuart’s brothers, the eldest roge to the rank of
General, and another (who took tho name of Fleming)
became Governor of Chelsea Hospital. By such
examples was the subject of this memoir encouraged
to a life of public service.

His childhood was passed partly at Cumbernauld
House, partly at Edinburgh Castle, which his father
then occupied as Governor. Home memories of Cum-
bernauld, with his mother and sisters, aro of frequent
occurrence in his correspondence ; but it is only of his
boyish days at Edinburgh that any record has been
preserved. Here he used to make friends with the
French prisoners in the Castle, learning their revolu-
tionary songs, and wearing his hair long in imitation
of thoir style. All accounts of this early time describe
him as characterised by gaiety and love of fun.

In his twellth year he attended for a short time the
High School at Edinburgh, where Francis Horner
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and the late Lord Murray were among his contempo-
raries. In 1793, he was sent to a private school of
some repute in Kensington. Here he remained for
about two years, until his departure for India. As
with most boys, his juvenile ambition had been all
for the army; but he was quite content with the
writership on the Bengal establishment which his
uncle the Director procured for him when he was only
fifteen years old. His feelings are thus expressed in
a letter to his mother, dated March [1495] :

‘1 am extremely happy to inform you that my uncle
has got me appointed to Bengal. On Saturday last he
gent for me home, and told me that I was to go with this
fleet, which sails in six weeks, He also desired me to apply
to writing and ciphering, and to leave off Greek. . . . I am,
you may be sure, very happy to be appointed, in spite of all
the cockades in the world, which are never to be compared
to Bengal. But the worst of all is that I will not be able
to return to Scotland for want of time, and so have mno
possibility of seeing you and my sisters.’

The voyage lasted more than eight months, the ship
having been detained at Rio Janeiro (as Clive's ship
had been fifty years earlier) and again at Madras.
Among his fellow-passengers were two friends of his
boyhood :—John Adam, a cousin, son of Chief Com-
missioner Adam, destined to be for s few months
acting Governor-General ; and Robert Houston, who
became Lieutenant-Governor of the Military College
at Addiscombe. They landed at Caleutta on the 26th
February, 1496, Sir John Shore (afterwards Lord

B2
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Teignmouth) was then Governor-Gonmeral; and to
him, as also to the Commander-in~Chief, Sir Robert
Abercromby (a younger brother of Sir Ralph), Mount-
stuart was warmly commended by his uncle Koith,
the admiral. On landing, he was met by an elder
brother, James, who had entered the service two years
previously, but of whom we hear littlo more. The
two proceeded together to Benares, the journey by
water taking two months ; though when the Governor-
(General went up-country a litlle later—to make
preparations against a threatened invasion by the
Afghéns under Zemdn Shéh—he accomplished the
420 miles in six days,

Benares was then the frontier-station towards the
North-West, and an important centre of political
affaiva. Elphinstone's chief was Mr. Spmuel Davis, a
civil servant of repute and a Sanskrit scholar ; while
bis brother James was hard by at Ghézipur, under the
more famous scholar Colebrooke. It was here that he
began his devotion to roading, perhaps under the
stimulus of his lifelong friend, Edward Strachey, who
was likewise stationed at Benares. Long afterwards,
in his diary, under the date of September 24 [1820]
ho wrote:

‘Something put me strongly in mind of the valley near
Mirzapur, and of the times when I used {0 spend days in s
cove there, reading Virgil, Horace, and Tibullus.’

Persian ho also began at this time, but Greck he did
not take np again seriously till much later,
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Quiet and study at Benares were interrupted by
an incident that very nearly cut short Elphinstone’y
career. Wazir Ali, the deposed Nawéib of Oudh, who
was living there under the surveillance of Mr. Cherry.,
conceived a plot to murder all the English residents
at the station. Mr. Cherry and others were cut down
on the spot; Mr. Davis retreated to the roof of his
house, where he gallantly defended his wife and
children, armed only with a spear or pike; Elphin-
stone and his friend Houston mounted on horseback,
and rode for their lives. When order was restored the
next day by the troops, Elphinstone received his first
diplomatic commission, to trace the complicity of
certain suspected natives of high rank. This incident
took place in January 1799. The story of it has bean
told by Sir John Davis, Bart., then a child of a few
years old, who afterwards won distinction in China,
and survived until 18go %

1 Soo Vieler Ali Khan; or, The Muassucre of Benares (1844, written
by 8ir J. F. Davis, and dedicated to Mountstuart Elphinstone—
a gomewhat rare book (with illustrations, and with the bistoric

spear on the cover) a copy of which was pregented by Sir J, Davig
to the grandfather of the present writer.



CHAPTER III

FirstT APPOINTMENT TO POONA

1801—1802 .

TeE Earl of Morninglon (afterwards Marquis
Wellesley) had now succeeded Sir John Shore as
Governor-General. Among the many grand projects
revolving through his mind was the [oundation of a
college at Calcutta, for the better education of young
aivilians. This scheme, like others of its author's,
failed to gain the approval of the Court of Directors,
though it led indirectly to the establishment of
Haileybury College, in Hertfordshire, Meanwhile,
Lord Wellesley, on his own iniliative, opened the
short-lived College of Fort William in 18c0; and
Elphinstone was admitted one of the first students.
His stay, however, did not last for many weesks. On
the 23rd of January, 1801, he received an offer from
Edmonstons, Foreign Secretary to the Governor-
General, which gave its eolour to the rest of his career.
Part of Lord Wellesley’s plan ab this time was to train
young civilians for the diplomatic line by attaching
them to the Residents at native courts. Strachey was
thus nominated to be secretary to Colonel Kirk-
patrick abt Poona; and Elphinstone was offerod the
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post of assistant to Strachey, with a salary of Rs. 8oo
a month, Strange to say, both hesitated about ac-
cepting. Elphinstone ultimately decided to abide by
the advice of Mr. Davis, which was conveyed in a
quotation from Shakspers that ‘rang in my ear for
the best part of my life :—

‘What plensure, sir, find we in life, to lock if

Erom action and adventure ?'—(Cymbeline, Act iv, Se. 4.)

Then ensued & journey which, in view of modern

experience, reads like a romance. Colonel Kirkpatrick
foll 111, and we do not Lear of him again. But the
two young civilians—one aged about 23 and the
other only 21-—set out for Poona at the head of a
numerous cavalcade:

¢We had eight elephants, eloven camels, four horses, ten
bullocks of our own, besides tattoes [ponies] and bullocks
helonging to our servants. We had twenty scpoys and from
one hundred and fifty to two hundred servents and coolies.’

Such was the apparatus of Indian travel in the first
year of the nineteenth century. The route chosen
appears yet more extraordinary. Poona lies on the
other side of the peninsula, west by south from Cal-
cutta. But our travellers proceeded first along the
eastern coast as far as Madras, then inland to Mysore,
then north to Haidardbdd, and finally west to their
destination. By this zigzag course, the distance from
Caleutta to Poona, of about 950 miles in a straight
line, was extended to nearly twice that distance, Yet
more, they loitered on their way at Madras and
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Bangalore, and for three months at Haidardbdd; so
that a jowrney, which is now accomplished by railway
in sixty hours, occupied them altogether nearly a
year.

Here are some incidonts in this Wanderjahr, during
which Elphinstone was unconsciously serving his
apprenticeship in Indian diplomacy.

After leaving the British district of Midnapur, the
first portion of their journey lay through Orissa, which
was then under Mardth4 rule. They noticed at once
a change in the demeanour of the peopls, who ‘were
not rude, but showed us no respcet.’ In the evening
they crowded round the encampment, to sce the
Englishmen go through their exercizes, which con-
gisted in throwing the spear, the sword-exercise, and
firing at & mark with pistols. At Puri, close to the
far-famed Temple of Jaganngth, they met a fukfr who
prophesied the advent of British rule.

‘He called us to him and said, # Listen ; when will you
take this country? This country needs you. The Hindus
here are villaing, but you are true men, When will you
take this country?” We answered, ¢ Never.” He smaid,
“Yes: you will certainly take it.”’

Within two years the prophecy of the fakir was
fulfilled.

After passing the Chilka Lake, with the beauty of
which they were much taken, they entered the North-
ern Circars, which had nominally been British territory
for about forty years. Nevertheless, our travellers
found themselves less secure than in Orissa. Mr.
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Brown, the Collector, wrote to them that his province
was in complete distraction. Refractory zaminddrs
were plundering the open country, and burning villages
were to be seen on all sides. Mr. Brown sent a
Maxrithé free-lance, with thirty or forty men, for their
protection. Under this forcign escort, they marched
through a British province in military array. Even
afler they had reached the Jong-settled Karnatik, their
troubles were not over. Their palanquins were stopped
onc night by an English officer, who took them for
commercial ‘interlopers’; and as they were withoub
passports, they had some difficulty in establishing
their identity.

On leaving Madras, Elphinstone laid down in his
diary some resolutions to be observed during the
remainder of the journey, which—be it remembered—
lay almost entirely through Native States.

I will not scruple to turn out of my way whenever there
is o place distinguished for its natural beauty, its buildings,
or the remarkable actions of which it has been the scene,
even if it should be fifty miles out of the regular road.
I will try to observe the produce of the country~the sorts
of prain, trees, &c. I will tallk as much as T can with the
principal people on the modes of collecting revenue and -
administering justice, and the effects of the acts of our
government on the natives.’

In pursuance of these resolutions, Elphinstone spent
a month (without Strachey) in visiting the historic
sites of Mysore, only two years after the downfall of
Tipu. At Seringapatam he was the guest of Colonel



26 MOUNTSTUART ELPHINSTONE

Arthur Wellesley, then in command of the subsidiary
force, with whom he was dostined to be more intimately
agsociated afterwards.

The two friends arrived together at Haidardbid in
the middle of October; and there they spent threo
months, being introduced to what was then (as it is
still) tho most magnificent court in Indis, and being
initiated into the seerets of Lord Wellesley's, foreign
policy. The Resident was Major Kirkpatrick (not to
be confounded with the Colonel Kirkpatrick already
mentioned), who, three years previously, on the eve
of the war with Tipu, had effacted the disbandment
of the French-trained regiments under Raymond, and
had brought the Nizam within the subsidiary system.
The success of this undertaking was parlly duo to
Kirkpatrick's personal influence at the native court,
but in larger measure to the presence of Malcolm,
who had hore won his spurs in the field of diplomacy
by greatly daring. Kirkpatrick himself was not one
from whom Elphinstone could learn much. He be-
longed to that class of orientalised Europeans, who
were not uncommon in the last century; and he had
married a daughter of the Persian prime minister.
* His manners were affected, and his conversation most
eccentric. He wore moustachios, and dyed his fingers
with henna; but in other respects resembled an
Englishman,’ Elphinstone has left & curious account
of his presentation to the Nizam. He was taken by
Kirkpatrick through the siresls of Haidardbd in
great state, with oclephants, led horses, infantry, and
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cavalry. Female sentries were on guard at the doors
of the inner palace, and more women were drawn up
before a guard-room in sight. ¢ Kirkpatrick behaved
like a native, and with great propriety.’

Elphinstone celebrated his twenty-second birthday
at Haidarfbdd. In his diary he thus records his re-

flections on the past yoar, and enumerates the books
he had gead.

‘How pleasantly has the time passed since my last birth-
day! From the beginning of October to March I lived a
studious sort of life, but not the studious sort of life that I
lived for the year before at Benares in solitude and
depression. . . . Sineo March I have been on a very agree-
able journey ; the variety of beautiful scenes and the changes
from one agreeable socisty to another have left no time for
tedium. , . .

¢T have read sinee last October a good deal of the history
relating to the Bast—n good deal of Timur's Institutes,
most part of The Proceedings of the Secvet Commitiee, Orme’s
Hindustdn (s second time), and Strachey’s Narrative History
of Persia, Sale’s Preliminary Discourse to the Kordn, Jones's
Commentdrii, Revisky on Hafiz, some of Gilchrist’s Grammar.
I translated with Strachey n considerable part of an Arabie
Grammar, aud rend Sa'adi's Gulisidn to p. 38 in Harrington’s
edition, and a great deal more of his Bostdn. Of Hafiz, I
read 143 Odes in succession, and about as many more here
and there; many of them I read many times. I read some
of the Masnawi of Jaldluddin : not much of books not con-
nected with India. T read a good deal of the Port Royul
Greek Qrammar; an Odyssey or two; a few chapters of
Heiodotus ; as much of Hesiod as is in the Béon Selectn ; the
first, seventh, and eighth Idylls of Theocritus, and his
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Epithalamium of Helen; all of Sappho, Theognis, Callis-
tratus, Bion, Moschus, and Musaeus as are in that collection
—(they are most of them scraps) ; the Georgics ; all Phaedrus;
all Horace once over and many parts repeatedly; and a
good deal of Petronius, I looked into the Italian Grammar;
read the preface and seventy or cighty pages of Tasso; one
book of Machiavelli's History; a novel and play of hie.
[ also reud all Bacon's Fssays; Hume's Diulogus on Natural
Religion; Berkeley's essay on The Principles of, Human
Knowledge; Middleton's Free Enguiry, his Letter from
Rome, severnl dissertations of his in Yatin and English, one
volume and o holf of his Cicero; a good deal of Condorcet
ot The Human Understanding ; Tracts by Warburton and
<A Worburtonian’; Warburton on the Bixth Bogk, from
‘Warton's Virgil; some cseays of Heyne, at the end of {he
sixth volume ; Denina's Revolutions of Literature; Johnson's
Lirves (I had read them before); Boswell’s Zife of Johnson ;
Voltaive’s Louis XIV, in English; Aitkin'sn Fesay on the
Use of Natural History. In poetry, Paradiss Lost and
Paradise Regained, all Waller again and again, most of
Cowlay, Butler, and Denham, Pope and Dryden often; the
Dariad and the Maeviad, Darwiv's Botanic Garden, Carac-
tacus; many of Milton's Latin poems; a grest deal of
Yoniaine; The Robbers snd two other plays of- Schiller;
some Idylls of Gesner; all Boileaw’s Satires, and a good
number of his Episiles, and Mithridate. I forgot to mention
a good deal of Horace Walpale; Jefferson on Virgrnia;
Remsay’s Revolution of South Carolina; tho preface to
Bellendenus; Japher's Farriery; an abstract of St. Plerre’s
Etudes de lo Nature; a Life of Major Geshpill ; the Nation ;
and novels innumerable.’

Though based on no system, and revealing but little
of the reader's tastes, this long catalogue of titles
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presents some points of interest. It shows what were
the contents of & miscellaneous Indian library at the
beginning of the century; and it suggests that a com-
pelitive examination may not always be the best
means of instilling a love for literaturo in after life

It was not until early in 1802 that Elphinstone
reached Poona—a place with which his own name
will ever be associated in history. Here ho found an
Resident Colonel (afterwards Sir Barry) Close, a wan
of very different stamp from Kirkpatrick. An officer in
the Madras army, which then supplied more than its
proportionate share of °politicals, he had won the
confidence of Lord Wellesloy by the active part he
took in tho setilemeni of Mysore. It was from his
teaching that Elphinstone first learned to be a sup-
porter of the grand scheme by which the Governor-
General was thon threaloning the independence of the
Marathd powers, The circumstance that led to the
outbreak of the Second Marithd War must be reserved
for a fresh chapter. The present may fitly conclude
with some more extracts from Elphinstone's diary,
which have no reference to politics.

When presented to the Peshwa, he comments upon
the meanness of his court as compared with Haidar-
6béd : ‘mone of the Marfithd chiefs were even like
native gentlemen.’ Further experience taught him
to appreciate Marfith4 simplicity at a truer valuation.

‘How communicative, eandid, and sensible Colonel Close
is! I do not give attention enough to becoming intimate
with him. . . . Talked with Colonel Clcge about Burke; he
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is in love with him. He read some passages from the
Reflections; the assertions seemed to me as false as the
language was beautiful. . . . Some passages of Pope’s Homer
were mentioned, which I, in silence, compared with the
original. T always feel warmed and inspired by the mention
of Homer; no other author gave me such plessure in
reading, or left such an impression, . . . A dispute about
the question which is hest, the character of the ancients or
woderns. I supported the claims of the former—to mag-
neuimous actions agninst Deshorough, and to eloguence
ageinst the Colonel’

Meanwhile the clouds of war were gathering close
round Poona, and the crisis of the Marithd confedera~
tion was at hand.



CHAPTER IV
Tes Seconp MarirEd WaR

1802—1803

Ar this time—when Tipu bad fallen, and the
Nizam of Haidarfbdd and also the Nawdb of
Oudh had meekly accepted the treaties forced om
them—the Mardthis were the only native power
remaining independent in India. Lord Wellesley, in
pursuance of his resoluto policy to make the British
paramount throughout the peninsula, was determined
to impose the subsidiary system upon the Marfthés
also. This idea was not welcome to all his lieu-
tenants, not even to his brother Arthur. But the
(Governor-General himself never wavered, being greatly
influenced by fear lest the French officers in Mardthé
service should furnish local support for an invasion
by Napoleon, At first, he tried diplomatic pressure;
but his proposals were rojected by both Sindia and the
Bhonsla Réji of Ndgpur, nor did they meet with much
more acceptance at Poona. Just when it seemed that
Lord Wellesley would be compelled to commendco hos-
tilities, a fortunate turn of events enabled him to shift
the responsibility for aggression upon the Mardthés.
The treatv of Bassein, which placed the Peshwa in his
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power, was the direct cause of the Second Mardthd
War.

The reigning Peshwa—the last of his line—was
B4ji Réo, still young in years, but surrounded from
childhood by an atmosphere of treachery, bloodshed,
and anarchy. The military supremacy had passed to
the rival houses of Sindia and Holkar, who [ought a
serics of battles for the possossion of the capital and
the person of the Peshwa, whom thoy still affected to
rogard as their national chief. When Elphinstone
arrived at Poona, in the boginning of 1802, the in-
fluence of Sindia was in the ascendant. Jusl a little
earlier, the Peshwa had condemned Vituji Holkar, who
had fallen into his hands, to a horrible death: he was
tied to the foot of an elephant and thus dragged
through the streels of the city. To avenge this out-
rage on his brother, Jeswant Rdo Holkar collocted a
large arny, with which he defeated Sindia’s French-
trained battalions, and appeared before Poona. The
Peshwa sought the proteclion of the British, but in
vain; for he was not yet humbled enough to accept
the subsidiary system, which alone Close was empow-
ered to offer. In the decisive battle fought outside
Poona on the 25th of October, 1802, Holkar was again
victorious. The Peshwa fled to the Xonkan, whither
he was followed by Colonel Close. He was now will-
ing to consent Lo any conditions, provided he could
recover his throne., On the last day of the year he
signed the treaty of Bassein, which aimed a fatal
blow at Mardthd independence. By one of its terms
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the Peshwa agreed to have no diplomatic relations
except through the British Residont. That the other
Maréithé Chiefs should acquiesce in the degradation of
the head of their race, was impossible ; nor is it likely
that DB4ji Réo himself intended to be bound longer
than he could help. But the Governor-General had
made all his proparations for such an emergeney,
and welcomed the war that followed. General Arthur
Wellesley, his brother, was ordered to advance north-
waxrds from Mysore, and restore the Peshwa. This he
did by forced marches, accomplishing the last sixty
miles into Poona within thirty-two hours. Holkar
retired before him, and for the time remained quiet in
his dominions. But Sindia and tho Bhonsla Réjé of
Négpur refused to accept the new oxvder of things, and
moved their allied foreces into the Deccan, menacing
both Poona and Haidarfb4d.

After some months of idle negotiation, which allowed
the English to pexrfect their military plans, war was
declared early in August, 1803, Lord Lake, the Com-
mander-in-Chief, with about 16,000 men, was entrusted
with the task of expelling Sindia’s disciplined batta-
lions under French command from Hinduslén proper.
Anothor army of equal strength, divided between Gen-
eral Arthur Wellesley and General Stevenson, operated
against the combined forces of Sindia and the Bhonsla
in the Deccan; while a smaller army was detached
for the invasion of Orissa, then part of the Négpur
State, Brilliant success attended each of the three
campaigns. Before the end of the year both Sindia

g
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and the Bhonsla wore compellad to accept hard condi-
tions of peace, which stripped them of large tracts of
territory, and left them comparatively harmless for
the future. Holkar forthwith took up arms; and,
with divided counsels, vietory was no longer chained
to the English standards, The disastrous retreat of
Colonel Monson through Central India pursued by
Holkar, and Lord Lake’s repulse beforc the earthen
walls of Bhartpur, tarpished our military fame ; while
the sbandonment of the Réjput princes and other
allies to the tender mercios of Holkar and his Pindsris,
impaired ourrepulation for good faith. Lord Wellesloy,
however, had left India before this final humiliation.
So much of introduction is necossary in order to
explain the part which Elphinstono played in this
great drama. His diavy is interrapted ab this ting,
so that we havo no deseription of the crisis al Poona
from his pen. But it is cortain thal ho was through-
out by the side of Colonel Cloge, whon he hastenod
after the Peshwa through the passcs of the Western
Ghéts. Later lettors show that he had contracted an
obstinate liver-complaint when at Bomnbay and Bnagein
during the cold season of 1802-3. Howover, ho accom-
panied Colonel Close back to Poona, when the Peshwa
was formally re-instated by troops from Bombay on
the 1gth of May, 1803, Ceneral Wellesley had now
taken the field, to watch the threatening armnaments
of Sindia and the Bhonsla. The political agont with
his army was Maleolm, his intimate friend, and the
most trusted lieutenanit of the Governor-Genoral.
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But in Aungust, just before active hostilitics began,
Malcolm fell ill, to his own exceeding chagrin, and
Elphinstone was deputed to take his place. It was
impossible that he could at once step into Maleolm's
position as the confidential adviser of the goneral in
diplomatic matters ; and his duties seem to have been
ill-defined. After tho war was over, it was decided that
he should draw the allowances of a secrctary. But
General Wollesley always wrote his own dispatches, and
conducted his negotiations in person. Elphinstone’s
linguistic attainments were utilised as an interpreter
in Persian, Mardthi, and ¢ Moors *—the usual name at
this time for Hindustdni—and as the head of 2 not
very efficient intelligence department. He does not
appear to have been hardly worked ; and he probably
enjoyed this brief and brilliant campaign more than
any other period of his life. In his old age he often
talked with pride of having been initiated into warfare
by the Great Duke.

He joined the camp on the ioth of August, 1803,
just a week after war had been declared. General
Wollesley was then besicging the fortress of Ahmad-
nagar, reputed to be impregnable ; but after two days’
bombardment, the garrison capitulated. Elphinstone’s
literary predilections are curiously revealed in the
letter he wrote to his friend Strachey, who remained
with Close at Poona :

‘Nothing bas been sold but swords. I enquired about
books, and heard of an Arabic prayer-book, which I might
have got for you if it had not been restored to the owner, a

a2
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very famons Dervish, who predicted on the day of tho attack
that our army would take the fort in nine ghards [hours]’

By the capture of Ahmadnagar, the Peshwa's domi-
nions were secured from invasion. Gencral Welles-
ley’s next care was to protect the territory of the
Nizam, and, if possible, to force the enomy to fight.
About a month was consumed in a series of zigrag
marches, the position of the enemy from day to day
being concealed by a cloud of Pindéri horse, until at
last they were discovered on the further side of a
little river, near the village of Assaye (now in the
Nizam’s Dominions). The Mardthi srmy consisted
of some 30,000 irregular cavalry, ro,0co disciplined
troops, and about 100 guns well served. Ceneral
Woellesley had only about 4500 men, of whom oune
regiment of cavalry and two of infantry were Tluro-
peans. But he did not hesitate to attack immediately,
without waiting for the co-operation of Stevenson,
who was distant about eight miles. The battle was
most hotly contested, being a succession of cavalry
and infantry charges in the face of a heavy fire. More
than once the issue seemed doubtful, and it has bean
said that under any other commander Assaye would
have been a British defeat. But Wellesley conducted
in person the several movements of horse, foot, and
artillery, and everywhere inspived victory by his pre-
sence. At last tho Marithds fled in disorder, leaving
all their guns behind them. But the vietory was
dearly purchased. One English regiment lost 400
out of its complement of 550 men; and the total of
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killed and wounded amounted to more than one-~third
of the entire force.

Elphinstone rode by the side of Wellesley through-
out the day, being one of two on the staff who were
untouched either in their persons or their horses. His
intelligent appreciation of the tactics is shown in a
dotailed description of the battle (with a plan), which
has been of use tg military historians. One incident
is worth quotation for its vivid telling : '

‘The line advanced under a very hot cannonade. When
we gol near enough the euwciny to hear them shout, ihe
General rode back lo the cavalry, whom le had sont for,and
who were now in the rear. He rode full gallop, told Colonel
Maxwell to take care of the vight of {he infantry, and rode
back at speed. In coming back as in going, there was the
Divil's own cannonode (an exquisite Irish phrase which T
hawe found out), and three hovees of our party weve knocked
down. The Gencral galloped forward fo a line which was
before us, and we were getting near it very fast when if
fired o gun our way: we wers barely out of musket-shot.
Somebody said, “Sir! that is the enemy’s line” The
Gleneral said, “Isit! Ha] damme, so it isl” (you know
his manner) and turned.’

The following iz a more characteristic example of
Elphinstone's style. It was written ten days after
the battle, for so long was the victorions army halted
on the spot :

‘There wos n Roman Emperor [Vitellius] who said he
liked the smell of a dend enemy. If he did, he was singular
in his taste, We are horribly perfumed with such a smell as
he liked, but I would rather smell & living enemy. I went
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yesterday evening to the field of battle. Tt was a dark, cloudy
evening. I rode by myself, and saw plurima morsis imago.
Some of the dead are withered, their features still remaining,
but their faces blackened to the colour of coal; others still
swollen and Dlistered. . . . I saw a black dog tearing in
o furious way great pieces of flesh from a dead man, looking
fiercely and not regarding me. I thought the group horrible
and sublime. At last I began to feel a good deal of horror
—uawiul, but not unpleasaut—when by way of adding to the
sublimity the evening gun fired, and fo my surprise I hoard
o ball whistle over my head.

The pursuit after Assaye was entrusted to Steven-
son's force, while Wellesley continued his strategy of
marching and countermarching, to prevent the eﬁemy
from over-running the friendly territories of tho Peshwa
or the Nizam. Here is the account of & ‘camp day’
a3 doseribed by Elphinstone at this time :—

‘General at half-past four. Tent-pins rattle, and I rise
and dress while they are striking my tent. Qo to the front,
and to the Quartermagtor-General's tent, and drink a eup
of tea. Talk with the &at-major, who collect there till it
grows light. The amembly beats and the General comes out.
‘We go to his breakfast-table in front of his tenf and break-
fost; talk all the time. It is bitter cold [November 15],
and we have our great-coats on. At half after six, or earlier
or later, we mount and ride. . . . The General generally
rides on the dusty flink, so nobody stays with him. Now
we always . . . have coursing & mile or so out on the flank;
and when we get to our ground from ten to twelve we all sit,
if our chairs have come up, or lie on the ground. . . . When
the tent is pitched, we move in, and the (General lies on the
carpet, and we all talk, &e., till breakfast isready. Then we
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breakfast off fried mutton, mutton-chops, curries, &e., and
from eleven to two get to our tents, and I arrange my
harkdras [messengers], write my journals, read Puffendorf,
Lysias [1], and write you [Strachey] and Adam, snd some-
times talk politics and other privitie with the General. And
then at two or three I eat a loaf and drink Lwo glasses of
port-and-water. And when it grows dark . .. I get shaved,
and walk sbout headquarters line till it is pitch dark, and
then dress, go to dinner; and we all talk about the march,
&o., and they about their former wars and this war, and
Indian courts, and politics, &e. At nine we break uwp; and
the Quartermaster-General and Major of Brigade and I hold
s committes, and settle whethor [1 whither] we march next
day; and then I go to palanquin. All this is extremely plea-
sant. I have enjoyed—I mean relished—society, and study,
and business, and action, and adventure, all according to
their severnl natures’

Meanwhile it seemed as if Lake’s series of erushing
victories in Hindustdn would have ended the war.
Sindia was already disposed to sue for peace; but
the resistance of the Bhonsla was not yet broken, and
more fighting remained for Elphinstone to witness.
On the 29th of November, just two months after
Assaye, the cnemy was again encountered on the
wide plain that takes its name from the little village
of Argfum, in Berdr. The greater part were under
the command of the brother of the Bhonsla, including
a picked regiment of Arab infantry—who seem, in-
deed, throughout the Mar4thé wars to have proved
more formidable than the French-trained battalions;
while Sindia contributed a large body of horse. On
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{he side of the English, Wellesloy and Stevenson had
now joined their fovces. The battle did not begin
until late in the afternoon. At first, the Sepoys, who
bad been so staunch at Assaye, were thrown into
confusion by tho heavy cannonade, until rallied by
Wollesley in person, A European regiment en-
countered the Avabs; whilo Wellesley led his Madras
cavalry against the Marfithd horse, who offered but a
foeble resistance. Before sunset the epemy were in
full flight, while the loss on the English side was
insignificant. *If we had had daylight an hour more,
not a man would havo escaped.’

Elphinstone again rode by the side of his General,
and took part in the cavalry charge.

¢The balls knocked up the dust under our horses’ feet, T
hod no narrow escapes this time; and I felt quile uncon-
cerned, never winced, nor cared how mnear the shot came
about the worst time. And all the while I was at pains
to see how the people looked, and overy gentloman scemed
at esse as much as if he were riding a-hunting. . . . The
dragoons used their swords for some time and thon drew
their pistols. . . . I saw nobody afterwards but people on
foot, whom I did not think it proper to touch. Indeed, there
is nothing very gellant in atincking routed and terrified
horge, who have not presenco of mind either to run or fight”

On his vigit to the battle-field next morning,
Elphinstone picked up a wounded Hindusténi, who
had, it turned out, been servant to Cherry at Benares,

and who henceforth continued in Elphinstone’s service
until he left India.
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The war was now over, so far ay opposition in the
field was conccrned. Both Sindia and the Bhonsla
were willing to accept the Brilish terms. But the
obstinacy of the &illuddr, or commandant, of the hill-
fortress of GAwalgarh served io supply Elphinstone
with one more phase of fighting. One would have
thought that his time would have boen fully occupied
with the negotiations for peace, which werc now
being conducted daily with an envoy from the
Bhonsla. Nothing, however, would satisfy him but
to be present at the storm, which was under the
(irection, not of his own Genoral, but of Stevenson.
He met with his usual luck in escaping unhurt, though
he ran an additional risk by not wearing uniform, so
that he might have been taken for ‘a European of
the enemy’s’ The following has & unique interost, as
being a description of a storm by one who took part
in it, who was both a philosopher and an historian :

¢ Breakfasted with Kennedy, and talked about Hafiz, Sa’adi,
Horace, and Anacreon. At nine I left him and went to the
trenches. . . . I went up to Colonel Kenny, raid I heard
he was to lead'the storming party, and that if he would
allow me, I would be of his party. He bowed and agreed.
. .. We drew our swords, stuck pistols in our belts or
handkerchiefs tied round our middle, and passing in rear of
the batteries marched on to the breach. . . . Then followed
the Ninety-fourth Regiment. Our advance was silent, de-
liberate, and even solemn. Everybody expected the place to
be well defended. . . . Our cannon fired over our heads,
‘We got to the breach, where we halted and let the forlorn
hope, & sergeant’s party, run up, Then we followed, ran
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along, and dashed up the second breach and huzzaed. . . .
Boon after the troops poured in, so that there was no
distinguishing forlorn hope or anything. . . . Such of the
enemy as stood were pul to the bayonet; but most of them
ran off to the right, and down a narrow valley which led to a
gate. Here they met Colonel Qhalmers coming on with half
the Seventy-eighth ; the Ninety-fourth pressed behind, firing
from above, and o terrible slaughter took place. After this
we endeavoured to push on, when, to our astonishment, we
discovered that we had only gained a separate hill, and that
the fort lay behind a deep valley, beyond which appeared a
double wall and strong gates. The troops halted, and the
officers endeavoured to form them. . . . But Colonel Kenny,
almost alone, had run on to the gate, where he was now
perceived. The Europeans found the road down and crowded
after him. . . . Beyond the first well was a narrow racky
road, overiopped by a steep rock, and another wall and gate.
.+ . While the Europeans were clambering over, the enemy
kept up a fire from their works. In the meantime our
people poured in at the breach, and covered the hill opposite
to the enemy. They fired on the enemy, and the valley was
filled with such a roar of musketry as can hardly be con-
ceived. At lasi our men got over, and opened tho first gate.
Scaling ladders were got up the hill, and applied to the
second well, The enemy fled from their works; we rushed
over the wall, and the fort wes ours. . . . Johnson and I
endeavoured to collect a party to push for the gate where
General Wellesley's division was, This was easy ; the officers
were all obliging, and every man you spoke to joined you,
and a prisoner was taken who knew the way. Bub here
began the difficulty. Every step there was something to
lead away your people; the enemy, plunder, water, or some
strange sight stopped us on every side. We picked up new
parties, and pushed on till the %iZladdr's house stopped
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even ourselves. All around us lay deed and dying, and on
one side was an officer calling oul for volunteers to hang the
Zilladdr. 1 saved him by the argument that he knew where
the treasurs was. . . .

 When we weut on to the breach, I thought T was going
to a great danger; but my mind was so made up to it that
I did not care for anything. The parly going to the storm
pul me in mind of the eighth and ninth verses of the third
book of Homer[’s Iliad]:

of 3 dp’ lgav avyf pévea wvelovres *Axmol,
iy Bupd pepadires dhetéuey dAAAfAoww,

And afier one gets over the breach, one is too busy and
animated to think of anything but how to get on. 8o much
for Gdwalgarh.

Géwalgarh was taken on the 15th of December,
On the following day Mealeolm arrived in camp, in
time to take part in the final arrangements for peace.
The actual treaty was dictated by Elphinstone to the
Persian writers that very night, and was signed on
the evening of the next day by the agent of the
Bhonsla. The peace with Sindia, known in history
as the Treaty of Surji Anjangdion, was not finally
settled until thirteen days later, the goth of December,
1803.

Thus ended the most stirring chapter in Elphin-
stone’s lifs. Within the space of little mors than four
months he had been present at two pitched battles
and two regular sieges, as the confidential sceretary
of one who not only became the foremost captain of
his time, but who had also thus early manifested
his talents for stalesmanship. As before mentioned,
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Arthur Wellesley gave Elphinstone tho testimonial,
that he had mistaken his profession and ought to
have been a soldier. What was of more importance
to Elphinstone at the time, he obtained for him the
appointment of Resident at the court of the Bhonsla ;
and he thus wrote of him in an official letter to
his brother, the Governor-General :

‘Upon the occasion of mentioning Mr, Elphinstone, it is
but justice to that gentleman to inform your Excellency
that I have veceived the greatest assistance from him since
he has been with me. He is well versed in the language,
has experience and knowledge of the Mordths powers, and
their relations with each other and with the British Govern-
ment aud its allies. He has been present in all the aclions
which have been fought in this quarter during the war, and
at all the gieges. He iz acquainted with every transaction
that bas taken place, and with my sentiments upon all
subjects. T therofore tuke the liberty of recommending him
to your Excellency.’



CHAPTER V

NAGPUR, AND SinDIA’s Camp

1804—1808.

THE recommendation, of General Wellesley won
for Elphinstone, at the early age of twenty-four, one
of the prizes of Indian scrvice—the Residoney of
Négpur, with a salary of Rs. gooo a month.
Nominally, he was sent as secrotary to Mr. Josiab
Webbe, a veteran diplomatist on the civil cstablish-
ment at Madras. But Webbe, as was anticipated,
never took up his appointment, and died within &
year at the court of Sindia. It is again curious to
learn that the young man was not elated by his rapid
advancement. His rough life in the camp had not
unnaturally inspired him with a desive to revisit his
friends at Caleutta and to enjoy the company of
ladies. In an epigram worthy of Sir Henry Wotton,
he wrote: ‘Conceive what society there will be where
people speak what they don’t think in Moors” But,
in truth, he was now entering upon the second stage
of his apprenticeship, which qualified him for the
performance of his master-work at Poona.

Elphinstone was certainly under no illusion with
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regard to the arduous nature of his new duties.
Unlike Malcolm, who was ever sanguine of the
future and prone to trust in native promises, his
temperament tended to be pessimistic, as regards both
his own abilities and the course of politics. None
knew better the hollowness of the peace that had
concluded the Second Marfthd War. While always
prepared for a fresh outbreak, he considered it wisest
to postpone the evil day as long as possible. Con-
cerning the result, if matters should be brought to
the arbitrament of arms, he mever entertained the
slightest apprehension; but what he scems to have
dreaded, even in these early days, was a too rapid
extension of British conquest.

His chief difficulty at the moment was about ¢in-
telligence,’ in other words, espionage, the importance
of which had been impressed upon him by General
Wellesloy.

‘Y do not get on well about intelligence. Il appears
to me indispensable to try every way to get it, becanse
this man's [the Ré4j4’s] characior makes it probable he will
conspire to involve us in another war. If we know of his
machinations, I believe it possible to defoat them without
force, If we do not, we must have a contest which will end
in bis ruin. Yet I do not like the ways in which intelligence
is obtained. I hate anything that is secret and indirect,
and abhor to do what I should be wowilling to avow. If the
R4j4 discovered that I was enquiring into the sitmation of
his armies and the intrigues of his court, what should I say?
T should avow it, and tell him thet he had ounce brought
down & dangerous war on us in the middle of a profound
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peace, that afterwards we should want prudence and attention
to the welfare of our country if we neglected to watch him.'

And again, in words that seem to re-echo another
lesson learnt from General Wellesley :

‘I must never forget to be always and absolutely open.
If T try cunning management, I act contrary to my own
character and that of my nation, and perhaps fail after all.
My diplomatic motto ought to Le—

‘Exfpds ydp pov neivos Spuds Albao mirpow,
"Os X' E&repov plv kelfp &l gpealy, dAAo 5¢ Bife.’

Elphinstone remained altogether four years at
Négpur—from January, 1804, to April, 1808—broken
by & trip to Caleutta. This was an anxious period
in Indian affairs, though none of the troubles directly
affected Négpur. It falls within four Governor-
Generalships—the last year of Lord Wellesley; the
two brief months of Lord Cornwallis’s second term ;
the inglorious rule of Sir George Barlow ; and the
arrival of Lord Minto. In Indian history this period
is remembered for the reversal of Lord Wellesley’s
polisy of making the British supreme throughout the
peninsula by means of exclusive alliances with the
native powers. The tide had turned even before
Lord Wellesley left the country. Indeed, the conclu-
sion of the Second Mardthd War, despite its brilliant
guccesses in the field, marked the beginning of the
ebb. Necither Sindia nor the Bhonsla, though
acknowledging themselves beaten, would accept a
subsidiary force, which, with the example of the
Nizam and the Peshwa before their eyes, they re-
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garded as a sign of the loss of indopendence. The
third great Marfthd Chief, Holkar, now triod the
chances of the sword; and though defeated in the
end, he managed to inflist upon the English two
disasters from whieh their military reputation in
India long suffered — the ignominious retreat of
Monson and Lako’s failuve to take Bhartpur. More
pregoant of future mischief than these accidents of
war was the peace offered to Holkar. Not only was
he permitted to retain all his territory, but the ancient
princes of Réjputéna, who had lent assistance to the
English, were abandoned 1o his mercy. Sindia natu-
vally fretted at the favourable terms which his rival
had received, until he too was appeased by the restora-
tion of some of his lost possessions. Finally, British
prestige suffered yet another blow in the mutiny of
Madras sepoys at Vellore, which was accornpanied
by plots for a similar outbreak at Haidardbdd.

These events could not but tend to weaken Elphin-
stone’s influence at Négpur, and to depress his own
spirits. In his letters at this period we hear occa-
sionally of political {roubles, such as the disinclina~
tion of the Rdj4 to give up portions of the territory
surrendered by treaty, or his repeated objections to a
subsidiary foree. On more than one occasion Elphin-
stone had to threaten a renowal of hostilities before
he could frustrate the designs of tho war party at
Négpur. Bubt his diplomacy at the most eritical
period was so successful as to win high encomiums
from Lord Wellesley.
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Here is an episode that strikingly illustrates the
kind of men with whom he had to deal.

‘I recommended to Jeswanl Rémchandra [the minister] that
some freehooters who hed lnid waste, plundered, slanghtered,
and destroyed should be punished. His answer is a mirror
of slavish ideas and Hindustini manners. It was that “he
knew the English put people to death for such offences, but
his Highuess shudders at the name of an execution.” Once
when he had returned from a certain place a servant whose
duty it was {0 wash the Riji's hands did it with scalding
water. Everyone was for putling him and the jumaddr he
was under to death, but the R4jf forgave themn hoth, Another
time when he came to want water, he found that, through
the neglect of his servant, his Jota [pot] was filled with yki.
The servant was sent for: all called out to have him executed
immediately, and Pandurang, Bakhsh{'s brother, was going to
kill him on the spot; but the R4jh said, « Lel him go: it is
easy to kill a man, but not so to make another.”’

We now begin to hear a good deal about the
Pinddris, whose ravages were allowed, through the
supineness of the British Government, to be the scourge
of the Deccan for ten years longer. These freebooters,
who had their home in Central India under the pro-
tection of Sindia and Holkar, inherited the customs
and traditions of the early Marithds under Sivajf.
Mounted on hardy ponies, they used to sweep through
the Decean from sea to sca in large bands, harrying
the defenceless hushandmen at the spear’s point, and
carrying back stores of booty to their distant camps.
To this day many villages in the Mardthé country

D
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recall the memory of the Pindéris by their walls or
hedges of prickly pear. Their audacity was so greab
that they paid no regard to the armies of the native
powers, and wore scarcely to be deterred by the
presence of a British detachment. Their rapidity of
movement was cxtraordinary.

" “Wallace states them to have marched six days and nights
withoul any regular halt to surprise Amrdoti [then a great
mative capilal, now famous as a mart for raw cotton]. Yet
such was their speed and bottom, that the very day they
were beat off from Awmnrdoti, o party of those who attacked it
arrived at Bozar, sixty miles from that town; and in eight
days from the time they left the hills till their veturn they
plundered the whole left bank of the Wardha, down as far
as Chanda, sending parties as far east as Kui, which is fifteen
miles E. 8. E. of this place [Ngpur]’

Twice they came close to Nagpur, where the Réj4
had no fores available to resist them. ¢Nocither Jack
Straw at London Stone, nor Holkar at Poona, over
caused such an alarm.” It is charactoristic of Elphin-
stone that his only fear was lest he should lose his
valued books, which were destined afterwards to be
burnt at Poona. On another oceasion, when he was
on the march with only twenty-five sawdrs (native
troopers), Elphinstone himsell had a narrow cscape.
A party of about 5000 Pindéris swept a great part of
the road he had just traversed, and carried off a tent
and some camels that were coming on in the rear.
The sorvants captured at the time were all released
in the end.
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‘They described the behaviour of the Pinddrfs as by no
means 8o fierce and brufal as it is said to be. They neither
wounded nor hurt anyhody. They enquired where I was;
rome threatened me, while others said they were willing Lo
serve us if we could be prevailed on to entertain them.

But, on the whole, Elphinstone’s life at Nigpur was
one of tranquillity, and even of loneliness, which he
alloviated by out-of-door amusements as well as by
study. We now first hear of his taking up the native
sports of hawking and coursing: hog-hunting seems
to have followed later, at Poona. In one letter he
claims to have ‘flushed and dropped the first five
brace of snipe ever killed’' near Négpur, on the
worning of the Pindérf scare. In another letter he
gives a long account of an unsuccessful tiger-hunt, in
company with Jenkins, which is memorable in the
annals of Indian shikdr for the fact that, when their
elephants became unmanageable through fear, they
¢ called for camels.” He built for himself 2 bungalow
some few miles in the country, which he called
Falconer’s Hall; but this was intended more for quiet
reading than for sport.

The Persian poets first engaged his attention, form-
ing a congenial subject of correspondence with his
old friend Jenkins, now Resident with Sindia. After
8 while, however, he laid them aside, on account of
his belief of their pernicious cffects on the mind.
*You know I always maintained that they were the
source of bluo dovils” One criticism of his is of
interest at the present day. ‘Khayydm is a singular

D2
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writer. His epigrams are far above any of those that
I have read in Greek or Latin (which, by the way,
are about a dozen). They are bold and very often
profound thoughts in foreible language.” He now took
up Greek in earnest, which he had almost dropped
since the Benares days. After going through the Iliad,
he rcad most of the plays of Sophocles, occasionally
diverging to Theoeritus and Tyrtaeus. This was pre-
liminary to & course of Greek history, beginning with
Thucydides (for whom he expresses the highest ad-
miration), and continued through Xenophon and several
Speeches of Demosthenes. He was fortunate in find-
ing companions among his visitors, notably Jenkins
and Close, to encourage him in these severe studies,
which were relieved, about this time, by tho arrival
of a box of books [rom England, which included The
Lay of the Last Minsirel. He devourod it with de-
light, and frequently quotes from it in his subsequent
letters.

In January, 1807, he started for Calcutta, on a year's
leave of absence. He took the direct route across
the forest-clad and almost unexplored hill-country of
Chutia Négpur; and wes careful to provide himself,
not only with an escort, but also with a plentiful
supply of books. It was probably on this occasion
that he formed a collection of the dialects spoken
by the hill-tribes, at the suggestion of Sir James
Mackintosh ; but this anticipation of the labours of
the missionary Hislop has unhappily not been pre-
served. His new interest in field-sports led him to
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make enquiries also about the wild beasts, which still
abound in these jungles.

‘From the patél [head-man] I learned that the villagers in
this forest [near Patargdon| are greatly distressed by the
wild buffaloes that destroy their fields. They come in herds
of five hundred head, and if ten or a dozen are shot the rest
are not intimidated. They are very hard to kill: no arrow
has any effect on them: even four or five shots from a
matchlock, which would easily kill a tiger, often fail with
them. . . . They are far larger than common buffaloes.
There is an account of a similar kind called the gaur [bison];
one distinction between it aud the buffalo is the length of
its hoofs.’

Again, in the Gond chiefship of Chhota Udaipur:

¢I talked with the Gond about killing tigers. They do it
with arrows poironed with a low plant called mahuna, which
is fastened in the arrow. A tiger dies of the wound in a few
hours. They would use the same poison in all their wars,
were it not for the expense. As it is, each man has one and
gome two. A good archer here cannot hit further than at
fifty paces.’

At Calcutta, Elphinstone had the advantage of
making the personal acquaintance of the new Governor-
General, Lord Minto, who received him cordislly,
though some traces are apparent of a traditionary feud
between the two Lowland families. Elphinstone’s
name for him in letters is ¢ Gibby Elliot,” or * the Laird
of Stobbs’; while his former honoured chief, Lord
Wellesley, is opprobriously styled ¢ Old Villainy. Of
his stay at Caleutta nothing is rocorded, beyond his
enjoyment of the society of English ladies, whom he
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had searcely seen for six years. ¢ Such lots of women,
and laughing, and philandoring that I was in heaven.’

His roturn journey, aficr the roads were open in
December, was acconiplishod in a roundahout way by
sea to Masulipatam, and thonce wic Haidardbad and
Ellichpnr. At the latler place, he was magnificently
entertained by Nawédb Saldbat Khén, the deputy of
the Nizam; and it is easy to see that Elphinstone
always felt more at ease in the company of Muham-
madans than of Hindus. In April, 1808, about a
month after his relurn to Négpur, he received orders
to relieve Mercer, the successor of Jenkins at the
court of Sindia, who had [allen ill; and at the same
time we first hear of a vague desirc to bo enirusted
with & mission to Afghénistén,

In the middle of the hol weather, he sot off wiv
Jabalpur and Ségaxr, to reach Sindia's camp.

Hoe thus describes his march :—

‘At eight or nine' I rise and brenkfust, then write my
journal, inquire about the counlry, &c., and reeccive vinils
from Sindin’s and the Bhonala's sarddrs [nobles]. I then
read Polybius and Gurbert’s Z'actics till near three, dress—
viz. put on a shirt, pair of boots, cont, pantaloons, and neck-
cloth—in ahont two-and-a-helf minutes; diue at three. At
four retire 1o a tres, have four fatiis [moistened mats] put
up round my chair. At five get off, go on an elephant
(to see the country) till dark; then mount and ride till
cleven, one, or five o’clock, according as the march consists of
twelve, sixteen, or twenty-two miles, generally till one; then
sup while the tents are pitching, and go to bed. . . . I have
o camel-load and a half of books, packed with such exquisite
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art as to be both perfectly secure and perfectly comeo-
at-able)

After erossing the Narbad4, Elphinstone was much
struck by the change.

‘The country, the people, the langnage, everything quite
different from those of the Deccan side. . . . This is guite
Hindustin, Zaminddrs [land-owners] come to visit us, and
threaten to fire on our Mardthd horse if they enter their
villages.

He was still more impressed by the signs everywhers
visible of the ravages of Sindia’s troops. Though the
country was fertile, villages were lying waste, and
even towns were half in ruins. This was not the
result of amarchy or of war, but only of Sindia's
mothod of revenue-collection. Like a truc Marths,
he was moving about his dominions with a large
army of irregulars, lovying tribute in kind at the
spear’s point.

At last Elphinstonc reached Sindia’s camp—he
seems to have resided at no permanent capital, for
Gwalior had been but lately ceded to him—somewhere
on the borders of Réjputdna; and he wrole of it the
following vivid description to his sister :—

¢ Conceive a king and his court, with all their servants
and retinue, a very small army of vegular infantry and
irregular cavalry, and a collection of shopkeepers and every
other description of people that is found in a town, the whole
amounting to 150,000 men, crowded into & camp in which all
pitch in confusion, in all kinds and sizes of tents; add one
great strest with shops of all kinds in teuts on each side of
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it, and, in the middle of the whole, one great enclosure
of canvas walls conlaining s great wumber of tents for the
accommodation of Sindia and his family; and this will give
you as clear a notion of a Marithi camp as it is possible to
have of so confused o thing. Now figure the same people
with their tenls and baggage loaded on elephants, camels,
bullocks, and ponies, all mixed up together and straggling
over the country, for fifteen miles in length and two or three
in breadth; and you have a notion of the same army
marching, The confusion of the government is greater than
that of the eamp or line of march. When I ariived, Sindia
and all his Ministers were confined [dkarna] by a body of
troops, who had mutinied for pay. The Ministers were kept
without eating; but the prince, who was allowed to do as he
pleased, was very little affected by the state of affnirs, and
spent his days very comfortably in playing cards with his
favourites, . . . In this way Bindia wanders over all the
centre of Hindustdn, levying his own revenue, and plundering
his weaker neighbours, with no variety except thai he some-
times halts during the rainy senson, sometimes has a fort to
besiege, and sometimes a battle to fight.

Of the prince himself, Elphinstone formed a not
unfavourable opinion, though strongly prejudiced
against him because of his ill-treatment of Jenkins.
He thought him weak rather than vicious: ‘his
conduct depends on the charactor of his Minister, and
not on his own.’ After his first state interview, he
thus describes his personal appearance:

*Sindin is & man of thirty-one [three years older than
Elphinstone himsclf]; he looks about twenty-three. He is
not tall, but stout and well-proportioned. He has rather a
lively and agreeable face, though his features are low, aud
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his countenance something of the Malay. If he were not &
prince, he would strike one as a smart young Marithd, He
had on a very rich necklace (pearls and emernids); there
were g great many strings twisted up together, and put on
like a nockeloth. He had also valuable pearls in his ears.’

On one oceasion Sindia tock him for a tiger-hunt,
into which Malcohn would have entered with more
zest than Elphinstone, who was content to be & spae-
tator of the prince’s skill with the gun. He expresses
himself, however, as much delighted with tho sport;
and ho observes that the manners of the hunting party
were free and agroeable. ¢People talked directly to
Sindia, and conversation went on well’ Of serious
polities wo hear nothing. The position of a Resident
was then very different from what it is now. Not
only was he unconcerned with the internal adminis-
tration, however anarchical; he was not even called
upon to say a word about foreign affairs, unless British
interests came directly in question. Sindia had just
sent an army into the Réjput State of Jaipur, which
the reversal of Wellesley’s policy had abandoned to
the Mardthds. But Holkar claimed Jaipur as his
own special preserve; and it seemed probable that
war would result between the two ancient rivals,
Yet Elphinstone did not feel it his duty to remonstrate,
much less to interfere.

In truth, during the two months that Elphinstone
was in Sindia’s camp, his thoughts were elsewhers,
For the first time in his life, his latent ambition had
been awakened by the hope that he might win renown
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in the wider arena of international diplomacy by a
successful mission to Afghénistén. His dream was,
as that of Wellesley had been, to bring the influence
of India to bear upon the great drama which was at
this time centring round the relations of France and
Russia, and to associate his own mname, howover
remotely, with the overthrow of Napoleon.

At last, on July 10 (1808), he received the welcome
news of his appointment, with instructions to proceed
at once to Delbi. The very next evening he set off,
travelling at the rate of forty miles a day, and leaving
even his books behind him. His route lay through
Bundelkhand, a wild country of which the inhabitants
were accustomed both to plundering and to being
plundered. ‘Though all the villagers wore ready on
their towers, and ordered us to pass them by a certain
road, none refused us guides’ His haste did not
prevent him from devoting one day to the wonders of
Agra. He viowed with respect the shrine that holds
the dust of Akbar; but he was disappointed with
the T4j. At Delhi, he scems to have met for the first
time Metealfe—who was making preparations for a
similar mission to the court of Ranjit Singh at Lahore
—*¢a mild, good-natured, clever, enterprising fellow,
able and willing for anything.’ The Resident at Delhi
was Seton, whose chief duty was to take charge of
the blind old Emperor, Shdh Alam, but recently ve-
leased from his Mardths jailors. With Seton Elphin-
stone was instructed to concert all the arrangements
for his embassy to Kdbul.



CHAPTER VI

Tar KAsur Mission

1808 —1810,

Tue high hopes with which Elphinstone started on
his mission to Kdbul were doomed to disappointment.
He never reached Afghéinisién proper; the Shéh with
whom ho negotiated was driven [rom his throno before
ever the ireaty was ratified ; and no permanent results
ensued, either for good or evil, to British interests.
It was not until after a lapse of thirty years that any
fresh atternpt was made to re-open relations with the
Afghéns. In the career of Elphinstone, too, the Kdbul
mission was a mere cpisode, upon which in after years
he looked back with mingled feelings. He used to
say that it entirely cured him of awbition. But it
also contributed not a little to widen his cxperience
and strengthen his sense of responsibility ; it brought
his name before the public at home. and it ultimately
launched him into literature.

The mission to Kébul formed Lut one part of a
comprehensive scheme of diplomaey, conceived by
Lord Minto on a scale not unworthy of the Marquis
Wellesley. The chief object of Wellesley, in makiny
the English supreme throughout the peninsula, had
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been to prevent the French from obtaining a foot-
hold at any of the native courts. So now, again, the
foreign policy of Minto was inspired by dread of a
French invasion. Bub this time it was from beyond the
frontier, not from within, that danger was anticipated.

In 1808, Napoleon bad reached the zenith of his
power, and stood forth as the undisputed master of
continental Europe. Spain, Italy, and Holland had
long been vassal states ; Ausiria and Prussia both lay
crushed ; Russia was recently bound by the fetters of
the Peace of Tilsit. All the known circumstances seemed
to justify the belief that Napoleon would now seek &
new world to conquer in the Far East, where alone he
could feed fat his ancient grudge against the English
name. The Sultan of Turkey was already his subser-
vient ally; and, despite the exertions of Maleolm,
French influence had become predominant at the court
of the Shsh of Persia. General Gardane was now sent
to Teherén, with a brilliant staff and a strong escort,
ostensibly to prepare the way for a joint invasion of
India by Persian and French armies. It haseven been
affirmed that the Gomal Pass was selected as the route
by which the invaders should desecend from Afghdn-
ist4n upon the plain of the Punjab. Whether Napoleon
would have been successful remaing one of the doubt-
ful problems of military history, along with Livy's
rhetorical debate whether Alexander could have con-
quered the Romans. For, as events turned out, Napo-
leon found oceupation nearer home. In 1808 hegan
the long war in the Iberian Peninsuls, in which the
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victor of Assaye proved that the imperial marshals
were not invinecible, and encouraged the nations of
Europe to fresh resistance.

While the danger of a French invasion of India still
appeared formidable, Lord Minto resolved to establish
friendly relations with the several powers that held
the keys of the north-western frontier. With this
object, Malcolm was sent a second time to Persia,
where his efforts were largely frustrated by another
ill-advised mission which had beon despatched direct
from England, and of which tho best-remembered
result is Morier's inimitable romance, The Adventures
of Hugji Babu. Metcalfe was sent to Lahore, where
Ranjft Singh had already established himself as an
independent monaxch, at the head of the Sikh nation-
ality, though with dominions much narrower than the
present province of the Pumjab. The treuty of amity
then concluded with Metealfe was faithfully observed
by Ranjit Singh until his death in 1839 ; and its in-
fluence confinued even through the troubled period
of the First Afghdn War. In nothing more than in
his fidelity to his plighted word did Ranjit show
himgelf the ablest of all the princes of India with
whom the English have come in contacl. At the
same time, quite apart from Elphinstone’s mission to
Ksdbul, British officers were also sent to Sindh and to
Baluchistén, both of which nominally formed portions
of the decaying Afghén empire, together with the
entire plain of the Indus from Mdltén to Peshiwar, as
well as the outlying mountain valley of Kaeshmir,
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The Afghfin empire had been founded sixty years
earlier, on the death of the Persian conqueror Nédir
Shéh, by a chief of one of the most numerous of the
Afghén tribes, known to history as Ahmmad Shéh Duréni.
By his victory at Pgnipat, in 1761, over the united
armies of thie Mardthd confederation, he had extended
his power through Northern India as far east as Delhi,
though he never claimed to supersede the offete Mughal
emperors, being content to live in his mnative hills,
bappy in the possession of the crown jewels and the
Kohinoor. By degrees, the Marfthds regained thoir
influence in Hindustdn proper ; while the Sikhs, under
Ranjit Singh, began to acquire independence in the
home of iheir race, around the ancient citics of Lahore
and Amritsar. Not very long raffer {he death of
Abmad Shdh, the dynasty he had founded underwent
the fate of all oriental monarchics, being torn asunder
by fraternal rivalries, and snpplanted by its own
ministers and viceroys. His successor left no lcss
than twenty-three sons, of whom threo occupicd the
throne during the ten years between 1793 and 1803,
and—more strange to relate—wero all alive at this
time. The first of these (fifth in order of age) was
that Zemdn Shéh who had, ten years previously,
caused anxiety as a possible invader of Bengal; but
he had now been blinded by one of his brothers, and
ultimately died a British pensioner at Liadhifna.
Another, MdhmGd Shéh, after boing expelled twico
from Kibul, made himsclf independent at Herst,
where he was afterwards assassinated. The third,
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Shah Shija~al-Malk, passed through yet more various
vicissitudes, and linked his name with English history.
In 1803 he rose from the government of Peshéwar
to the throne of Kébul, and was siill in possession
when Elphinstone's embassy was sent. But his power
was already tottering, and within a month after
Elphinstone left him he was*driven an oxile into the
Punjab. There he remained for nearly thirty years,
until in an evil hour Lord Auckland was moved to
send a British army to restore him to Kébul. The
restoration was effecled without mueh opposition ; but
in the winter of 1841-42, the Brilish garrison was
annihilated by a national rising of the Afghéns, and
the aged Shéh Shdja was himself treacherously mur-
dered—the last of the Durénis. The name of his
dynasty survives only in the Order of the Durdni
Empire, instituted in 1839, the third elass of which
may be worn by two veterans of the First Afghdn
War, Sir Henry Rawlinson and General James Abbott.

In 1808, however, so profound was English igno-
rance of Afghdnistdn ?, that the Caleutta Government
may be pardoned for imagining that Shih Shéja was
fivmly cslablished on the throne, and that an alliance
with him would strengthen the fronticr against a
possible French invasion from the direction of Persia.
In this belief, Elphinstone set out from Delhi, at the
head of an embassy more magnificently equipped than
any that had been seen in India. He was aceompanied

' Xiibul had boen visited previously hy only one Englishman,
(leorge Forster, and thal in disguise.
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by a staff of thirteen selected English officers—-
though it was a grievance with him that he was not
permitted to choose his own ¢ family’—and by an escort
of about 400 native troops. both cavalry and infantry.
When orossing the desert of Bikanir, this small army
requived a train of 6oo camels, besides thirteen ele-
phants ; and the columng in single file, extended over
a length of two miles. As it was considered undesi-
rable to traverse the dominions of Ranjit Singh, the
route adopted lay across the sandy wastes of Réjpu-
téna, striking the Indus at Maltdn. This rogion was
altogether outside British influence. The Réjput chiefs
were found to be engaged in active hostilities with one
another, and also subject to the inroads of the Pindéri
leader, Amir Khén. But Elphinstone was everywhere
well received, by the people as well ag by the chiefs.
The only difficulty encountered was from the scarcity
of water ; forin time of war the first defensive measurc
adopted was to stop up the wells, He was struck by
the knowledge frequently displayed about remote
polities. At Bikanir, the R4j4 pressed upon him the
keys of the fortress, in acknowledgment of fealty to
the Company; and one of the Sardérs (noblemen)
inquired whether the mission was not connected with
the war against the French. Bahiwal Khin—the
first vassal of the Durdni Empire whom they met, and
the founder of & State which still bears his name—wasy
embarragsing in his hospitality. He sent hundreds
of camels laden with water to meet the embassy in
mid-desert, and he afterwards presented them with
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provisions and fraits of all kinds, and also with some
of the famous riding camels of the country. At Mil-
t4n, then the capital of a province under an Afghén
governor, the mission halted for three weeks,in doubt
as to their future movements. At last it was ascertained
that the Shéh had left Kandahdr for Kdbul ; and accord-
ingly they resolved to proceed northwards to Peshd-
war, along the right bank of the Indus. This tract,
then called Damén, bul now the Derajét, is still the
wildest part of India, inhabited by a mixed Afghén
and Baluch population, But the mission met with
no adventures, though two of the parly set off on
an unsuccessful attempt to scale the summit of the
Takht-i-Suleimén (the Throne of Solomaon), an enter-
prise which would not be unattended with visk at the
present day.

At the salt-hills of K4labdgh, they left the plain of
the Indus, and entered the glens and passes of Kohst,
the only genuine bit of Afghdnistn which they saw. In
ono day’s march, the hills were so high and the valloys
8o deep, that the surveyors could not see the sun to
take an observation at moon. It was here that
Elphinstone heard the nows of Wellington’s victory
at Vimiero, and wrote in his diary :

‘EL pulcher fugatis
Tlle dies Latio tenchbris

Qui primus alma risit adorea.’
(Hor. Car. iv. 4. 39-4T.)

At last, in February, 1809, four months after leaving
Delhi, they arrived at Peshdwar.
Here they found Shéh Shdja residing. But at first
B
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gome difficulty was experienced about the manner in
which they should be introduced inlo the august pre-
sence ; for Elphinstone naturally objeeted to the forms
which, be was told, had been submitted to by the
ambassadors from Persia and Tarlary.

¢ The ambassador to be introduced is brought into a court
by iwo officers, who hold him firmly by the arms. On
coming in sight of the King, who appears at a high window,
the ambassador is made $o run forward for a cerinin digtance,
when he stops for a moment and prays for the King, Heis
then made fo run forward again, and prays once more; and
after another run the King calls out hilat [“a dress”),
which is followed by the Turkish word getshin [“begone”]
from an officer of atate, and the unfortunate ambassador is
made to run out of the court, and sees no more of tho King
unless summoned to a private audience.’

Elphinstone’s own reception was more dignified. The
Shsh was clothed in a blaze of jewels, which included
the far-famed Kohinoor in a bracelet above the elbow.
He is desoribed as ‘a handsome man about thirty
years of age, of an olive complexion, with a thick
black beard. The expression of his countenance was
dignified and pleasing, his voice clear, and his address
princely.’ Subsequently, after a private interview,
Elphinstone wrote : ‘It will scarcely be believed of an
Eastern monarch, how much he had the manners of a
gentleman, or how well he preserved his dignity, while
he geemed only anxzious to please.’

During the four months that the mission remained
at Peshdwar, Elphinstone availed himself of his
opportunities to make acquainiance with all classes
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of the Afghdns, whose frank, open manners he found
an agreeable change from tho duplicity of Maréthé
courtiers. He was also astonished at the knowledge
that somoe of them had managed to acquire. Here is
a deseription of two Muhammadans of distinetion, one
of whom was familiar with the details of English
affairs, while the other might, under happier circum-
stances, have becomne a second Albiruni.

‘Two of the most remarkable of our ordinary visitors were
Mirza Gerdmi Khin and Mfilla Behramand. The former.
the son of a Persian nobleman, had been in India, and had
observed our customs with great attention and acuteness.
The information he had nequired was surprising, when it is
considered that the division of Europe into nations is known
to few in Afghdnistin, and that none of the events in our
European history have been heard of even in India. I had
one day heen mentioning, to the amazement of some visitars,
that there had not been a rebellion in our nation since 1445,
and had afterwards alluded to our power at sea: when the
rest of the compony were gone, Mirza Gerdmi told me with
a smile that I had forgot the American war; and then asked
seriously the vesson why the insurance of ships should he
ruised so high by the success of French privateers when
we had so manifest & superiority at sea. Mdlla Behramand
was & man of retived and studious habits, but really a man
of genius, and of insatinble thirst for knowledge. Though
well versed in metaphysics and the moral sciences known
in his country, his passion was for mathematics, and he
was studying Sanskrit (o langusge of which none of his
countrymen knew the name), with a view to discover the
treasures of Hindu learning.’

The country round Peshdwar, at least in early
E 2
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spring, pleasecd Elphinstone as much as the in-
habitants.

‘The numerous gardens had a freshness never seen in the
perpetual pummer of India. Many streams ran through the
plein, their banks fringed with willows and tamarisks. The
orchards scattersd over the country contained a profusion of
plum, peach, apple, pear, quince, and pomegranate trees,
which aflorded a greater display of blossom than I had ever
before witnessed; and the uncultivated parts of the land
were covered with a thick elastic sod that perhaps never was
equalled but in England. The greater part of the plain was
highly cultivated, and irrigated by meuny watoer-courses and
canals. Never was a spot of the same extoni, better peopled.
From one height Lieulenant Macartney took the bearings of
thirty-two villages, all within the circuit of four miles. The
villages were generally large, and remarkably elean and nend,
and almost all set off with trees. . . . Nothing could exceed
the civility of the country people. We wure often invited
iuto gardens, and we were welcomed in cvery villagoe by
ajmost every man ihat saw us. They [requontly entresied
the gentlemen of the embassy to allow them the honour of
being their hosts; and somelimes would lay hold of their
bridles, and not permit them to pass until they had promised
to breakfast with them on some futuve day, and even con-
firmed the promise by putting their hands between theirs.’

And this within sight of the Khaibar Pass, about
whose predatory inhabitants the following story is
told. An Armenian trader, who had got as far as
Peshdwar on his way to Kébul, was so frightened by
what he heard of the Khaibaris, that he went round

by Miiltén, a journey of nine weeks, ingtead of one of
only eleven days.
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At his first private interview with Shdh Shija,
Elphinstone told him that the climate, fruits, sud
trees of Kdbul were tho same as thoso of England,
to which the Shéh replied: ‘Then the two kingdoms
are made by nature to be united’ The projected
alliance never got much beyond these expressions of
Oriental compliment, though a treaty was aclually
concluded and ratified by the Governor-General. But,
when regarded from the vetrospect of history, the
whole transaction is clearly scen to have hoen a
misundersianding from first to last. Tho original
plan was based upon two hypotheses, each of which
turned out to be altogether crroneous. The one was
that Napolcon was contemplating an invasion of
India, with the assistance of Persia and Russia; the
other was that Shih Shfija was finnly seated on the
throne of Afghsnistdén. The former assumption, what-
ever truth it may once have had, was being rapidly dis-
sipated by the course of events in Europe, the news of
which slowly reached Calcutta, and still more slowly
penetrated to Peshdwar. Even before Elphinstone
starfed on his mission, the Spanish insurrection had
broken out, and an English army had been sent to
the Peninsula. Yet more decisive was the changed
attitude of the Persian court, where British influence
was again predominant. The necessity, therefors, no
longor existed for a defensive alliance with Kabul,
which could only be useful in contingencies so remote
as to bo unintelligible to Oriental minds.

As regards the powoer of Shdh Shbja, no long stay
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at Peshfwar was required to reveal the truth. Under-
neath the show of royal magnificence, Elphinstone
quickly discovercd the roality of an cmpty treasury,
divided authority, and frequent insurrections. An old
Afghén chief thus summed up to him the character-
istics of his countrymen, in words that have been
often quoted, and sometimes misinterpreted—for they
refer, nol to a foreign invader, but to a domestic
despot: ¢ We are content with discord, we are conlent
with alarms, we aro content with blood ; but we will
never be content with a master.’ Apart from con-
tinual rivalries between Durni clansmen and Kazil-
bésh, or Peisian, nobles, who formed the two partics
at court, it soon became cvident that Shih Shija's
throne was alveady totlering. He scems to have
been personally popular at Peshdwar, which he had
formerly ruled as governor under Zemén Shéh; and
his royal authority was still recognised al Kédbul
But the provinee of Kashmir was in open rovolt; and
his brother, Méhmid Shéh, whom he had himself
supplanted, was now being set up against him at
Kandahér, by a party headed by a disgraced Wazir,
Fateh Khdn Barakzdi, from whom the present Amir
is descended.

Therefore, while Elphinstone’s instructions were to
conclnde a defensive alliance against the French, the
main object of Shéh Shija wes to obtain pecuniary
and military assistance against his own revolted sub-
Jects, which it was beyond Elphinatone’s power to
grant. At one time he suggested the advisability
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of purchasing from the Shéh his nominal suzerainty
over Sind; for he always seems to have been im-
pressed with the danger of an invasion from thab
quarter. And when it was too late, ho received au-
thorily from the Governor-Gencral to offer £300,000,
‘if morally assured of corresponding benefit to the
British interests”’ As a matter of fact, all that he
accomplished, after tedious mnegotiations with the
Ministers and their subordinate agents, was the con-
clusion of a colourless treaty, by which tho English
undertook bto assist Shdh Shuija with money, in case
of a joint invasion of Afghénistdn by France and
Persia; whila Shdh Shdje bound himself to resist
such a confederacy, and to exelude all Frenmchmen
from his dominions for ever.

This {reaty was signed at Peshéiwar on the 1gth of
Apri}, and formally ratified at Caleutta by Lord Minto
on the 14th of June, 1809. Bub between thess two
dates Shah Shija’s circumstances had greatly altered;
and Elphinstone had found it prudent to quit Peshé-
war and cross the Indus. On the 23rd of April, only
four days after the conclusion of the treaty, intelli-
gence reached Peshdwar that the army sent to re-
conquer Kashmir had been totally routed ; and at the
same time came the confirmation of a previous report
that Mdhmad Shéh had ocoupied Kdhul. These two
digasters created something like a panic in Peshdwar,
and caused Elphinstone's position to be no longer
tenable. He waited on, however, while the defeated
goldiers came straggling back from Kashmir, which
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gave him the opportunity of seeing Akrém Khién, the
bravest and most influential of the Duréni generals.
Shéh Shaja bimself still professed to keep up heart,
and was encouragod by the prayers of the people of
Peshdwar, ¢ to whom his moderation and justice had
greatly endeared him.’ On the 4th of June the escort
was exercised in honour of King George’s birthday.
Akrdm Khdn and other chiefs who were present
greatly admired the display, and said: ‘If the Durénis
had such discipline, they would beat everything.’ On
the same day Elphinstone recorded in his diary: ‘I
fear Shéh Shja must fall; but (as the Musalméns
say) God is powerful, and there is no place where He
shows his power with more irregularity than here.
I have had a letter from Mshmid Shéh. I declined
replying, but declared the neutrality of my Govern-
ment.’

It is to the credit of Shéh Shija that his courteous
treatment of the mission nover altered. When he
had at length resolved to risk his futuro on the issue
of one more battle, he bade a hearty farewell to
Elphinstone in his camp, saying ‘that we must be
unaccustomed to so unsettled a government as his
was at present ; and that although he parted with us
with reluctance, he was unwilling to expose us to the
inconvenience of a campaign, and he therefore wished
us to retire to some place on the frontier, from which
we could either join him or return to India, as suited
our convenience.’ Act¢ordingly, on the 14th of June,
1800, the mission left Peshdwar, proceeding first to the
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passage over the Indus at Altock, and then to Hassan
Abdél. Here Elphinstone roceived & letter of recall
from the Governor-General. Here also he was over-
taken by the harcm of Shéh Shdja, who brought the
news of another crushing defeat: that Akydm Khén
had been killed, fighling bravely, and that the Shéh
himself was a fugitive on the mountains, The vieis-
situdes of the Afghén monarchy were illustrated by
a visit 1o the blind exile, Zemdn Shih, who received
them with dignity, and told sad stories of the deaths
of kings, from Tamerlane downwards,

The mission was now within Sikh territory. They
halted for some time at Réwal Pindi, before they
could obtain permission from Ranjit Singh to advance.
The Sikhs did not create & favourable impression on
Elphinstone : he thought them unmannerly and given
up to dronkenness. The only notable incident in the
long march across the Punjab was a visit to the
Buddhist Tope of Méniky4la, of which Elphinstone
presents a plate in his book, and in the architecture of
which he was the firat to trace Greck influence. It
is perhaps worthy of mention that he always gives
their Greek names to the Five Rivers of the Punjab.
At Ltdhidna he found himself in a British canton-
ment. Thenee he procesded leisurely to Delhi, which
he reached in September, the whole journey from
Peshdwar having taken three months. The mission
was nob broken up until the following June (1810),
when Elphinstone was ordersd to Caleutta. Indeed,
so late as April, 1810, there seems to have hbeen
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some notion of reopening diplomatic relations with
Kéhul.

The intermediatc time was oceupied in preparing
the official report of the mission, differont branches of
inquiry being assigned to the several officers. Elphin-
stone himsclf undertook the government and the
manners of the people, which form -the subject of
his later published book. While at Peshdwar it was
thought imprudent o arouse suspicions by pressing
rosearches too closely ; and most of tho material was
acquired subsequently, from Afghdns and other natives
of countries beyond the frontier who ascompanied the
Inisgion on its return to India, or who'were ot with
in Delhi and its neighbourhood. Spocial visits of
investigation were also paid to tho great fair at
Hardwér, and to the Afghin colony of Rohilkhand.
The Report was finally transmitied to Government
at the end of 1810, when Elphinstone had arrived at
Caleuital. In a letter of about the same date, he
wrote to his sister: ‘I have been two years and &

half away, in which time I have gone five thousand
miles.’

L If has never been printed, and is understood to be still buried
among the 1ecords of the Indin Office.



CHAPTER VII

RESIDENT AT Poowa

1811—181y

SuORTLY after his arrival at Caleutta, Elphinstone
was appointed to be Resident at Poona—a post which
scems to have been kept open for him during his
absence. The failure of the Kébul embassy had
quenched his ambition ; and he now looked forward
only to a few years of comparative repose before he
could retire from Indian service on a competency.
But, as it turned out, he was entering upon the
final stage of his career, when his conduect of affairs
at a critical juncture was destined to win for him a
place in history, and to transform him henceforth from
a diplomatist into an administrator.

He spent several montha at Caleutia before starting
for Poona, concluding the official report of his
mission and enjoying the company of his early
friends, Strachey and Adam. This time he went by
sea, direct to Bombay. The voyage was acecomplished
in an Arab coasting-vessel, owned by a merchant from
the Porsian Gulf, and manned by a miscellaneous
crew of natives. Including the passengers, there
were people on board who could speak twenty-five
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languages. Among them was Henry Martyn, the
missionary, bound on the cxpedition to Persia from
which he was fated never to veturn. Elphinstone
found him a far better companion than he had
reckoned on, though his expectations wore high. He
deseribes him as ¢ an excellent scholar, and one of the
mildest, cheerfullest, and pleasantest men I ever saw.
He is exiremely roligious, and disputes about the
faith with tho Nakhoda [the captain of the vesscl, an
Abyssinian slave]; bul talks on all subjects sacred
and profane, and laughs and makes othors laugh as
heartily as ho could do if he were an infidel

The vessel touched at Ceylon, and again al Goa.
Here they went ashore and visited the churches,
though thoy were not admiited within the buildings of
the Inquisition. At Bombay, Elphinstone becamo
the guest of Malcolm, who introduced him to Sir
James Mackintosh, the Recorder, Ths latier wrote of
him in his diary : - He bas a very fine understanding,
with the greatest modesty and simplicity of character.’
It was from Mackintosh that he received the stimulus
to write his published work on Afghénist4n. Another
friend that he made on this occasion was William
Ergkine, son-in-law of Mackintosh, and the literary
executor of tho ill-fated Dr. Leyden. Elphinstone’s
deeper Oricntal studies and his subsequent interest
in jurisprudence were alike due to Erskine's inspira-
tion ; and the intimate intercourse between them
continued, in England, until Erskine’s death.

Elphinstone reached Poona in May, 1811, having
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spent about five months on the journey. He found
but litlle changed in the past nine years. B4ji Réo
was still Peshwa, strengthened in his position by the
long peace, but secretly chafing at the restraints of a
subsidiary alliance. The country was slowly recovor-
ing from the famine of 1803-—the most severe ever
known in the Deccan—which had been caused by
the ravages of Holkar's army in the previous year.
The Peshwa had taken advantage of British support
to tighton the reins of his authority over numerous
vagsal chiefs, who divided among themselves almost
half his dominions, and at the same time to accu-
mulate a reserve of lreasure against any emorgensy.
The first political question that Elphinstone took up
was one that had heen too long allowed to remain
ungettled. By the Treaty of Bassein, the Peshwa was
not only guaranteed agninst external enemies; it was
also provided that the subsidiary force should be em-
ployed * for the overcoming and chastising of rebels.’
By ‘rebels’ the Peshwa understood all those within
the limits of his ferritory who would not submit to
his own absolute rule. In other words, he claimed to
reduce to the position of subjects the numerous class
of Jagirdérs, who derived their authority from his
predecessors, or, in some cases, from old grants by
the Mughal Emperors. General Arthur Wellesley had
attempted to intervenc between the Peshwa and the
Jagirdérs, shortly after the conclusion of the Second
Maxfthé War; and Strachey had been deputed on an
unguceessful mission to establish a compromise on the
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spot.  Afterwards, the difficulty was allowed {o
smoulder, in accordance with the policy of non-inter-
vention that followed Lord Wellesley’s departure
from India, until at last Elphinstone planned a final
scbtlement, for the execulion of which he obtained
tho sanction of Lord Minto. This settloment of the
Southern Marsthd country has continued almost un-
altered to the present day.

The Réjd of Sétdra, the lineal heir of Sivaji, the
founder of the Marsthd Empire, did not come within
the scheme. For soveral generations the Réjds of
Sétéra had dwelt in complete obseurity at thoir
capital, as rois faimdants, leaving all authority in the
hands of successive Poshwas, who originally acquired
power as iheir Brshman ministers or Mayors of the
Palace. To touch the R4j4 of Satdra at this time
would have been to disturb the fountain from which
B4ji Réo devived his own dignity. But the Réjs of
Kolhépur, another descendant of the stock of Sivajf,
gave much trouble, It was decided {0 recognise him
as an independent sovereign; but he would not con-
sent to the limits fixed for his State. Ultimately,
after troops had been moved against him, a treaty
was signed by which he surrendered to the Presidency
of Bombay the strong fort and harbour of Malwén in
the Konkan, which had long boen a nest of pirates, in
consideration of the British Government foregoing an
old debt of £50,000, At the same timo the State of
Sawantwiri was also deprived of its seaboard.

The future status of the Jagirdfrs proper was
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settled without much opposition, owing to the over-
whelming military force which Elphinstone was able
to throw into their country in the middle of tho rainy
season. He had at his disposal no less than twonty
battalions of infantry and four regiments of cavalry.
besides some thousands of irregular horse from Mysore
and the Nizam. Overawed by this display, the
Jagirddrs, without exception, submitted to the teruws
which Strachey had offered them in vain six years
previously, and to which Elphinstone now won the
reluctant consent of the Peshwa. By these terins
they were confirmed in their hereditary jagfrs, though
some of them were deprived of acquisitions made
during the recent anarchy ; the claim of the Peshwa
to military and other services from them was recog-
nised ; while they were guarantecd against any fresh
exactions by a pledge of security from the British
Government.

Elphinstone thoroughly enjoyed taking part in
this bloodless campaign during the months of July
and August, 1812. Here is an extract from his diary,
under date Angust 6 :

¢ Business went on with greab rapidity, when it was no
longer embarrassed by the necessity of consulting the
Peshwa. I requived, however, to move the force before I
conld bring in the Jagfrddrs. They arc all in now, and
everything may be said to be seitled; but the troops must
keep the field till ell iz quite secure. I had many pleagant
little parties of officers. We wont out three or four days to
hunt hogs, though we were not always sncoessful.

‘We marched to-day at day-break, and saw nothing re-
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markable on the way but a khitmatgdr [butler] of Chimnajf
Apps, who was rolling from Poona to Pandarpur, in perform-
ance of & vow he had made for a child. He had been a
month at.it, and has become so expert that he went on
smoothly and without pausing, and kept rolling evenly along
the middle of the road, over stones and ecverything. He
travelled at the rate of two koss a day.’

When the business of the Jagirddrs had been
sctitled, Elphinstone set to work with renewed energy
on his book about Kédbul. As already mentioned, the
first impulse to authorship seems to have come from
Sir James Mackintogh, who wrote letters to hold him
to his promise. Scarcely less stimulating was a visit
from Malcolm, who was himself engaged at this time
upon his Hislory of Persia. Erskine helped him with
his Oriental learning and with the loan of MSS. ; and
his old friend Jenkins subjected his first draft to
a rigorous revision.

At first he thought only of publishing his official
report, entitled, ¢ An Account of the Nations subject
to the King of Caubul, with some Information regard-
ing the Neighbouring States.” But the task grew
under his hands, until at last it assumed a very
different form. Even regarding the Report he stated
that, owing to the jealousy of the Afghéin Govern-
ment, most of the information was gathered from
natives of Afghéinistn after tho mission had left the
country. So now he writes that

‘I have generally spent the time I could spare from
business and other avocations in interrogating Afghéns
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respecting their particular tribes and connexions; and
though I have acquired a knowledge of the whole kingdom
and an intimacy with details which I by no means possessed
before, I have multiplied my materials, and increased the
difficulty of digesting and arranging them.'

The sactual work of composition seems to have
been chiefly accomplished during the cold season of
181314, whon Elphinstone estimated that he ought
to be able to spare four hours a day for the purpose.
Undoubtedly he derived great benefit from it. Not
only did it win for him a literary reputation in Eng-
land, but it served to concentrate his studies and to
give him greater confidence in his own powers. He
despatched the MS. to England in June 1814, when
he caloulated that, under the most favourable cireum~
stances, he could not reeceive a review of it for
eighteen months. Of course he had no opportunity
of correcting the proofs. The book was published hy
Mesars. Longmans & Co., in 1815, in a magnificent
quarto, with map and coloured engravings, under the
title An Aecount of the Kingdom of Caubul und itr
Dependencies in Persia, Tartury, und India. A
second and revised edition (1839), in two volumes
octavo, is now more commonly met with. The success
of the book was immediate. Maleolm, who was then
at home al the height of his fame, went about
praising it overywhere; and Sir James Mackintosh
reviewed it in the Edinburgh Review. Despile the
volumes of literature that have since been published
about Afghénistin, Klphinstone still remains the

F
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standard authority. He is quoted with respect by M.
James Darmestetor, in his Chants LPopulairves des
Afghans, a work of equal learning and perspicuity,
which has onee and for all determined the affinities of
the Pushtu language.

This period was perhaps the happiest of Elphin-
stone’s life. Bombay was near enough to bring a
constant succession of visitors, among whom we hear
of several ladies, ospecially Lady Hood, who had
lately seen all his friends in England. He delighted
in taking them on little tours through the Deccan, to
vigit old ruins or romantic scenery. Nor was his
general reading intermitted. On his voyage round
from Caleutta he hed carried with him Polybius and
Seott’s Dryden. Shortly afterwards he took up
Corneille and Racine, both of whom he admired much
—the latter most. In company with Lady Hood, he
read Dante. .An habitual follow-student was found
in a young doctor, named Jeffreys, with whom he
went through a regular course of Greck, beginning
with the Port Royal Grammar. They also read
together Lucan and Luecretius. He re-read Gibbon's
Autobiography, with the object of encouraging him-
self for his own work on Afghdnistn. Sir George
Staunton’s Account of Lord Macartney’s Embassy to
China in 1492 drew from him an interesting com-
ment on the political condition of the Chinese as
compared with the Hindus. Later, he returned to
this subject, which seems to have possessed the same
fascination for him that the religious development of
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China has for the most philosophical of our living
Indian statesmen.

The flollowing extracts from KElphinstone’s diary
and lstters at this time are quoted without any exact
regard for chronology. His plan of life was to ride
ten to twenty miles in the morning, to do the kasrat
(a bodily excrcise), apply to public business and
private correspondence from about ten to two, then
lunch on a few sandwiches and figs and a glass of
watar, alter which a siesta of half an hour.

<1 then begin to read or examine people about the Afghéns.
In the evening I used to drive out: I now do the kasral a
second time. I dine on a few potatoss and ome or two
glasges of claret and water, and then, after reading for some
time, go to sleep at eleven.’

Hero is a story of Mar4thé rapine, told in con-
nexion with the town of Sindur, not far from Nésik ;

¢Its ruin was completed by the dissension which prevailed
among the Marithis after the present Peshwa's accession.
Muhammad XKhin mede it long his headquariers, and ran-
sacked every hole and corner in it. Kven my fat, lazy,
luxurious mdnshi [interproter] was a eoldier in those
troublous times, and had the plunder of the place assigned
for the pay of himself and three huudred horse he had in
the service of Jube, then in rebellion against Sindia. He
came, forced the gate without resistance, seized a Kakar and
other people of property, and showed them no mercy &ill
they had runsomed themselves. The munshi got 8ooo or
9000 rupees for his own share, I believe.’

His recognition of the true methods of archaeological
F2
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research is shown in one of his carliost letters to
Erskine :

“Soon after my return to this place [Poona] from Bombay
I sent a painter to Xdrli to copy the inscriptions on the
caves, 1 also sent & Brihman writer to compare the copics
with the original inscriptions, and serve as & check on the
painter’s fancy. . . . I this day send them to you by a cooly.
I hope you will do something towards deciphering them.
This seoms an unreasonable expectation; but T am led to it
by the reports I have hoard of your success in discovering
the history of some other caves, which I suppose could only
bo done by means of the inseriptions. I have no doubt you
will be struck by the resemblance between them and the
inseriptions copied from the pillars of Delhi and Allahdbid,
published in the scventh volume of tho Asiatick Researches,
but, on comparison, the characters will not be found the
same.

Finally, here is an epitaph on Sir Barry Close, his
first master in Oriental diplomacy, composed in a

style that recalls the panegyric of Agricola by
Tacitus:

‘We have heard of the death of Sir Bairry Close. I doubt
whether such an assemblage of manly virtues remains hehind
him. A strong and hardy frame, a clear head and vigovous
understanding, fixed principles, unshaken courage, contempt
for pomp and pleasure, entire devotion to the public service,
joined to the utmost modesty and simplicity, formed the
character of Sir Barry Close—a character such as one would
rather think imagined in ancient Rome thon met with in
our own age and nation.'

But we must now return to public affairs, which
henceforth absorbed all Elphinatone’s attention, Lord
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Moira (better known as the Marquis of Hastings)
succeeded Lord Minto in 18712, and under his rule a
new era of war was inaugurated. The hollow peace
patched up by Sir George Barlow with the Marsthd
powers had, indeed, lasted longer than its oritics
anticipated. Tho regular forces of the Marithds were
no longer formidable, while the British army seems
to have maintained a high standard both of numbers
and efficioney. The real trouble was the inerease in
strength and audacity of the Pinddris, whom the
Mardthd Chiofs were alike unable and unwilling {o
restrain, and whom the English could not deal with
excepl ab the risk of provoking a general confla-
gration. Encouraged by their immunity, some of the
Pindérf leaders began to form regular armies of horse,
foot, and artillery, and to found pelty principalities
for themselves. All Central India and Réjputéna
was in a state of chronic anarchy, the effects of which
spread throughout the Deccan; while Pinddri raids
occasionally exionded as far south as the maritime
districts of the Karnatik *. It had long been clear to
all that a ‘Pinddri hunt’ to adopt Elphinstone’s
phrase, had become a necessity, if the British claim
to paramount power was to have any meaning. The
sole subject of doubt was whether the great Mariths
Chiefs would romain quiet whilo their old auxiliaries

! In one raid to the Coromandel coast, it is reported that, in the
course of ten days, 380 villages were plundored and many of them
byrnt; that 182 persons were put to death, 500 woundod, and

3600 subjected to torture; and that the loss of property excooded
£a50,000.
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were being extirpated. While matters were in this
unsettled condition, the repeated incursions of the
Girkhas on the northorn frontier of Hindustan com-
pelled Lord Hastings to engage in a prolonged war
with a brave and active foe amid the lower slopes of
the Himdlayas. When this was finished, it was well
understood that the Pindéri question would be taken
up in earnest.

To some extent we have anticipated events, for the
{irst troubles that befcll Elphinstone had nothing to
do with the Pindéri question, except in so far as the
general uneasiness of all the Mardths Chiefs had its
origin in dread of the British designs.

After the settlement with the Southern Jagirddrs
already described, the Peshwa procecded to strengthen
his personal power by every means. As a counter-
balance to the feudal militia now placed under his
authority, he raised a new force commanded by
British officers, but independent of the subsidiary
contingent, which was nominally intended for the
protection of the frontier against the Pindérfs. Of this
force, generally called ‘the Brigade,’ the command
was given to Major Ford. Confusion in military
organisation was equalled by confusion in diplomatic
relations, The great Mar4thd Chiefs—such as Sindia,
Holkar, the Bhonsla R4jé of Nigpur, and the Giekwir
of Baroda—and also the Nizam gtill continued to
maintain representatives at Poona, for the discussion
of disputes relating to boundaries or tribute, which
were never settled. An active correspondence was
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carried on betwoen tho several courts by means of &
regular staff of messengers. In short, the Peshwa
was attempting to break loose from the restraints of
the subsidiary system; and the Resident was not
eager to interfere with him, relying upon his own
complete knowledge of all that was going on, and
- trusting to the timidity of Bdji Réo's nature to avoid
an outbreak. He thus deseribes him in a despatch of
about this date, in language that again suggests remi-
niscences of Tacitus:

‘The charncter of His Highness the Peshwa has always
perplexed those who have besn interested in discovering his
sentiments or calculating on his conduct. This is partly
owing to the inconsistency of many of his inclinations with
his ruling passion of fear, and partly to the deep dissimulation
which enables him to conceal his real feelings and intentions,
and to display others which arc foreign to his mind. If he
were less deficient in courage, he would be ambitious, im-
perious, inflexible, and persevering; and his active propen~
sities would probably overcome his love of ease and pleasure,
which are now so strong, from their alliance with his
timidity. As it is, he is enger for power, though he wants
the bolduess necessary to asequire if, and is tenacious of
authority, though tco indolent to exercire it. HEven his
indolence is broken in on by his habils of suspicion and
vigilance, and there is no part of his character that is to
be found unmixed and entire. His love of consequence
makes him fond of the company of low depcndants, where
he can enjoy his superiority unresisted. With them he is
haughty and overbearing, and even with others he is proud
and lofty on some oecasions; but when it suits his purposes,
there is no meanness to which he will not descend. Though
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capricious and changeable in his humours, ho is sleady in
his serious designs, Concession encourages him to persevere,
and opposition only increases his obstinacy, unless it operates
ou his fears. He is vindictive in 1he extreme; he never
forgets an injury, and spares no machinations to ruin the
object of his resentinent. These arts, indeed, cost him little;
for, to his habitual insineerity he joins a lalent for insin-
ualion, and a natural dove of intrigue and artifice. .

¢ To balance his vices, it must be admitted that the Peshwa
is by no means deficient, in abilities; that he is serupulously
jusl in pecuniary transactions; humane, when not actuated
by fear or revemge; frugal, but not parsimonious in his
expenses; and ab onee courteous and dignified in his
munners.

‘Some other parts of ihe Peshwn's charncter must be
mentioned, though they do not affect his public conduet.
He is a slave to superstition: hall his life is spent in fasts,
prayers, and pilgrimages. A large portion of his revenue is
consumed in magical practices, and his life is disturbed by
his attention to prodigies and omens. Ifis superstition
imposes no rvestraiut upon his pleasures, and the greater
pert of his time that is not occupied by religion is devoted
to vicious indulgences. Though he affects great purity in
his own person, scarcely a day passes that he does not spond
sorae hours with his favourites in large ussemblies of women,
when he enjoys the coarsest buffoonery, and witnesses most
disgusting scenes of debauchery.'

Such is the portrait, drawn by a master hand, of
one who is perhaps best remembered by Englishmen
as the adoptive father of Nédn4 S4hib, The element of
daving, in which his own character was deficient, was
supplied by one of his favourites, Trimbakji Dénglia,
whom sbout this time he raised from menial service
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to the rank of Minister. This man had first recom-
mended himself by his readiness in farming the
revenue of certain districts al a higher rate than any
one elso would offer, of course indemnifying himself
by oxtortion; and he afterwards made his position
secure by the boldness with which he undertook fo
execute lhe designs of his master. Elphinstone
thought it best to raise no objection to the sudden
elevation of Trimbakji, apparently in the confidence
that the concealed intrigues would now be brought to
an open head, and thus more easily defeated. He was
certainly under no illusion with regard to Trimbakji’s
character.

‘He is so absolutely illiterate as not to have learned fo
read, and his menners and understanding ave such as might
be expected from the class to which he belongs. He is
entirely ignorant of the state of India, of the comparalive
importance of his master's State, and of its relation to the
British Government as fixed by treaty, To this must be
added that he bears a bad character, even among the Mardthés,
for falsehood and want of failh.’

The expected crisis was not long delayed ; nor was
Elphinstone wanting in the energy to deal with it,
In order to settle a long-standing difference about
territory, the Gdekwér of Baroda had sent an agent,
namod Gangadhar Shéstri, to the court of the Peshwa,
The Shésiri, who was himself a Poona Brihman,
entertained not unjustifiable fears for his personal
safety, and accordingly sought and obtained a safe-
conduct from the British Government. After in-
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effectual negotiations, the Peshwa attempled to win
over the envoy’s allegiance, by promising one of his
own daughters in marriage to his son. When this
failed, the Shdstri was invited on a visit of devotion
to Pandharpur, and there barbarously murdered in
the street of the town. The actual motives for this
erime remain obseure; but there can be little doubt
that Trimbakji was the instigator of it: at any rate,
he took no steps to investigate the circumstances,
though they passed almost under his eyes.

Elphinstone, who happened at tho iime to bo ex-
ploring the caves of Ellora, did not hesitate to act at
once on his own responsibility, without waiting for
the instructions of the Governor-General. He col-
lected the evidence of the Shéstri's surviving attend-
ants, and addressed a forcible letter to the Peghwa,
exprogsing his conviction of Trimbakji's guilt, and
demanding his surrendor.

¢ A foreign ambassador has been murdered in the midet
of your Highness's court: a Brahman has heen massacred
almost in the temple, during one of the great solemnities of
your religion. And I must not conceal from your Highness
thai, the impunity of the perpetrators of ihis enormily bas
led to imputations not to be thought of against your
Highness's government. ’

The Poshwa sent a succession of dilatory messages,
declined to grant Elphinstone an andience, shut him-
sclf up in his palace, strengthened his guard, and
summoned to Poona additional troops, to the number
of 18,000 men. Elphinstone, who had now obtained
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the approval of the Marquis of Hastings to his course
of aciion, replied by counter demonstrations. The
remaining members of the Baroda mission were in-
vited to encamp in the neighbourhood of the Resi-
deney ; the garvison of British troops, and the newly
raised brigade under Major Ford, were both placed on
the alerl; while the subsidiary force was brought
back from the frontier to their cantonments at Sirur,
and subsequently moved nearer io Poona. These
military movements convinced the Peshwa that El-
phinstone was in earnest. After more tedious nego-
tiations, he at last consented to surrender Trimbakji
to a detachment of Major Ford’s brigade, under an
assurance that his life would be spared, and that no
further inquiry would be made into the circumsiances
of the crime. Two other prominent accessorics were
at the same time given up fo the government of the
Gdekwsr. The date of the surrender was the x5th
September, 1815, just two months afler the murder.
But the affair of Trimbakji was not so easily settled.
In truth, it led directly to the series of events whieh
cost the Peshwa his throne. Elphinstone had recom-
mended Allahébdd or Chundr, within the Bengal
Presidency, for Trimbakji’s imprisonment. The place
chosen was the fort of Théna, in the island of Salsette,
almost under the eyes of the Bombay Government.
For additional scourity, the guard placed over him
was composed of European soldiers. Everything
conspired to facilitate the plot for his escape. A
Marédthd groom took service with an officer of the
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garrison, and while daily leading his horse under the
windows of the fort, used to sing to ihe prisoner, in
the hearing of the English sentry, whatever intolli-
gence he wished to convey. When all was ready, a
holo was dug through tho wall ; and afler less than a
years confinoment, Trimbakji found himself again
free, and safe from pursuit among ihe mountains of
the Western Ghdts. A Marth4 ballad, which is still
sung by wandering bards, tells, with additions, this
romantic story, which combines incidents from the
cscape of Richard the First with incidents from
border legend.

During the period of Trimbeakji’s imprisonment, we
hear little of politics, but much about literature, some-
thing about sport, and for the first time allusions to a
hope of returning home overland, and a tour through
Greece on the way, which was not {0 be realised
for twelve years longer. Elphinstone caleulatod that
five years' service was yet required before he could
retire on #1500 a year, and then he would be forty-
two years of age—‘too old to set up a wife and
family, and likewise too old to mix in society, so as
to be able to get on without them. . . . As to action
or distinction that is gone long ago.’ Yet both were
tu come within twelve months,

In a letter to Strachey, dated February, 1816,
Elphinstone thus describes his mode of life during
this brief interlude of tranquillity.

* I used to be conslantly employed in resisting the encroach-
ments sud intrigues of the former Minister [Trimbalkjf]; and
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now I have time to read Cicero till twelve every day, and
Herodotus with Jeffreys from six o'clock till dinner-time,
I hope my godson will know more Greck al ten than I do
after twenty years’ reading of it, off and on. We have a hog-
hunt that goes oul every recond Wednerday, in the evening,
to some place from ten to twenty miles off, hunts on Thursday,
returning on Friday to breakfast. We hog-huni till two,
then “tiff,” and hawk or course ill dusk. . . . We do not
throw our spears in the old way, hut poke with speurs longer
than the common ones, und never part with them. This,
with officers from camp to breakfust and dinner (now and
then), and ooccasional visitors from Bombay or Sirur, makes

up our life, which is cqually exempt from gaiety and
melancholy.

A different style is shown in a letter to his aunt,
Lady Keith:

‘T amn writing in a garden of trees, some of which have ne
names in English, and others are amoug the rarest in your
greenhouses. My room js filled with the rincke of iucense,
burned before a Hindu god not ten yards from my house,
where iroops of women come, with music playing before
them, to hang up garlands, to sacrifice sheep, and to cut off
their own hair, which they have vowed to the divinity. Inthe
gamo garden there isa very ancient ruined torab of a Muham-
madan female saint, which is a place of such sanctity that
an oath taken in it is reckoned sacred, even among the
faithless people. I have just heard loud lamentations over o
dead body; and I now see a funeral pyre kindling on the
baunks of a river close at hand, wheie I have before seen the
living consnmed with the dead. The mourners are sitting
in silence on the ground, looking on iill it be time to gather
up the ashes of their friend. Two large elephants are
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wallowing in the water at no great distance; and on the
road that crosses the river are buffaloes, camels, horsemen
with long spears and loose drapery, and foot-passengers male
aud female, in dresses of all sorts and colonrs. At this
moment o procession is passing of Muhammadans dressed
like Arabs, performing a frantic dance, and flourishing their
drawn swords in honour of the sons of Ali, of whose
martyrdom this is the anniversary. The whole town is
ringing with drumming, trumpeting, and shouting, occasioned
by the sume festival. And to mako the whole still more
unlike England, the country round is laid wasto by a body
of predatory horse, who have made an inroad from beyond
the Narbaud4, and have driven the inhabitants of the
neighbouring villnges in on the capital’

The re-appearance of Trimbakji brought anxieties to
Elphinstone, and encouragement io the Peshwa in his
now scarcely concealed plans of hostility to the English.
Trimbakji escaped in September 1816, but nothing
certain was known about bis movements until the
following January. Then news began to reach
Elphinstone that bands of horse and foot were assem-
bling at a temple of Mahsdeo (the national deity of
the Marfthds), in the mountains somewhere between
Narsinghpur and Purandhar. He also received secret
information that the Peshwa was in constant corre-
spondence, not only with Trimbakji, but also with the
othor Mardthd courts, who were all alike rendered
uneasy by the increasing preparations for a Pinddr
war.

Elphinstone had no reason now to complain of the
inefficioncy of his intelligence department, under the
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chargs of Captain (afterwards Major-General) Briggs,
who thus describes the system:

‘ My acquaintance with the languages induced Mr. Elphin-
stone at an early period to employ me in making translations
of the numerous akhbdrs [despatches] he was at that time in
the habit of receiving from the native courts of India, where
he had established intelligencers; and his own previous
acquaintance with the Ministers while Resident at Nagpur
made him familiar with their characlers and connexions.
At the time I speak of, we hud regular postal communication
with the several capitals of these Chiefs ; and as the whole
of that department was under our own posimaster at Toona. it
was not difficult in a great degree to depend on their reports,
which were occasionally checked by sending a confidential
agent along each line, under the plea of paying these intelli-
gencers, and to reporl circumstantinlly the actual state of
affairs, B4ji Rdo's foreign communications were made either
by means of camel Jarkdras [messengers), or by special foot-
messengers, whose progress was detected by the small javelins
the latter carvied, every court having them painted differently,
to enable them to command any necessary aild they might
require on their route. This answered as a sort of livery,
but was recognised only by the officials of the scveral princes.
Similar javeling were used hy the messengers of the bankers
of the different cities in the Native States, but they were
for the most part painted in one colour. In this way we
at Poona obtained instant information of the entry of any
of the messengers of foreign courts that mighi pass our
postal stations, and were enabled to be on the lookout for
their arrival, as well as to trace the dircction of any despatch
by the Peshwa.’

The system was even yct more widely-reaching
than here deseribed. In a despatch to the Governor-
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General, dated the 11th of March, 1814, Elphinstone
gives details of the movements of Trimbalgjf during
the two provious months. From the 15th to the
agth of January, tho news-writer at Narsinghpur sent
no less than six different letters, first mentioning
rumonrs, and finally specifying the number and the
disposition of Trimbakji's followers. Eamly in Feb-
ruary, news-writers at Poona hegan to communicate
intelligence similar to that received from Narsinghpur;
and by the middle of the month full confirmation of it
was received from two Brdhmans, who were sent separ-
ately to the temple of Mahéddeo to collect information.
On the 24th of February, a person of some consequence,
long conuected with the British Government, brought
to Elphinstone the chief of a village who bad actually
enlisted in Trimbakji’s service with twenty horse.
On the 18t of March, the Narsinghpur writer sends ae-
counts of more gatherings. He specifies as usual the
villages where they are quartered, and in many cases
the names of the commanders. On the 2nd, he writes
that 213,000 rupees have been sent from Pandharpur
in the night to Trimbakji. He mentions names of
persons concerned in sending the money, and the spot
where a party of horse was stationed for the purpose
of furnishing an escorl. About the beginning of this
month a peasant came in to report that troops were
quartered in his village. Harkdras were sent back
with this man, who showed them the horses; while

! See Forrest's Selections, p. 144, where the year is incorcetly
given oy 1815
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another party of horse passed them, travelling secrotly
and by night. On the 7th of March, a person came
to a broker employed to collect intelligence, and
asked him to exchango some gold coin. By well-
directed inquiries, the broker discovered that the gold
had been issued by Trimbakji to a Pathdn chief who
had onlisted with him, and whoso servant the person
offering the money was.

Fortified by all this consentient information, Elphin-
stone repoatedly addressed remonstrances to the
Peshwa, calling upon him to put down the incipient
insurrection, and Lo arrest Trimbakjf as a rebel against
hiy own authority. The Peshwa first denied that any
hostile forces were agsembled, then sent out a detach-
ment of his own troops under a native ofticer who did
nothing, and finally assumed an attitude of obstinate
resistance to all proposals.

Elphinstone was now firmly persuaded, not only
that the Peshwa was supporting Trimbakji's armed
movement, but also that his intrignes with other
native courts had reached a head. Accordingly, the
British troops and Major Ford’s brigade were a seconrd
time placed on the alert, tho subsidiary force was
again moved from the frontier towards the capital,
and requisitions for military support were sent to the
officers commanding on the borders of Haidaribad
and Mysore. Meanwhile, Elphinstone was unwilling
to precipitate matters until he should receive instrue-
tions from Caleutta in reply to his despatch of the
15th of March. The speed of postal communications

G
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ab this time is evidenced by the fact that thesc in-
structions were sont off on the #th of April; though,
owing to disturbances in Orissa, they did not reach
Poona until the 10th of May.

In the meantime, Elphinstone had been compelled
to act on his own responsibility. On the last day of
Marel, he wrote in his diary:

‘The Peshwn submitted yosterday, and agreed to dismiss
his troops, dismantle his garrisons, and wait the Glovernor-
Gleneral’s decision, which I have told him would be more ox
less sovere in proportion to the sincerity with which he acts
against the rebels. I do not mmeh think his Higliness is at
all sincere. Even if he is, we may have a row still)

The ‘vow’ nearly came that very night. For on
the evening of the 31st of March, while Elphinstone
was playing a round gamse of cards with several ladies,
Captain Briggs interrupted him with news that the
streets of Poona were full of armed men; that the
gun-cattle had arrived an hour before; and that the
Peshwa was in full deurbdr (couneil), discussing with
hig nobles the question of immediate war. Though the
Residency itsolf was inadequately guarded, the idea
waa for a short time entertained of attacking the city
at once from the cantonment. Elphinstone, however,
in pursuance of his fixed policy, decided to wait till
the morning ; while the Peshwa, for his part, was
uneble to summon up enough courage to give the
siygnal for attack.

The whole of April passed without any outbreak,
being eonsumed in futile negotiations, and in bringing
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up reinforecements on both sides. At last, on the 6ih
of May, when Elphinstone ascertained that the post
from Caleutta had been intercepted, he resolved to
issue an ultimatum. The night before he had had a
final interview with the Peshwa, who was collected,
conciliatory, and able, bul would not pledge hirnself
to give up Trimbakjf.

¢I thought it possible that, in these extremilies, he might
seize me for a hostage and carry me off to Siugavh; but he
seemed not to have the most distant thought that wuy. ...

‘With all his erimes and all his perfidy, I shall be sorry if
B4ji Rdo throws awny his sovereiguty.

The ultimatum took the form of a written demand
for the immediate cession of the three historie hill-
fortresses of Purandhar, Réigarh, and Singhgarh, as
securities for the seizure of Trimbakji within one
mounth, If the forts were not handed over within
twenty-four hours, then hostilities would begin. After
the usual shuffling, and when the troops, under the
command of General Smith, had already closed every
approach to tho city, the Peshwa at last sent oxders
that the fortresses should be smrendered. Four days
later the delayed instructions of the Governor-General
arrived, imposing yet more seveie terms. These were
that the Peshwa should sign a new treaty, undertaking
to maintain no envoys at forcign courts, and to
receive none at Poona; renouncing all claim to the
titular headship of the Mardthd empire, and acknow-
ledging his entire dependence upon the British Govern-
ment. He was further required to surrender territory

G2
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for the mainlenance of the subsidiary force, and to
acknowledge on the face of the treaty his belief in
Trimbakji's guilt. These humiliating conditions were
to be insisted on only in the event of the Peshwa’s
taking no active measures for the arrest of Trimbakji.
As the Peshwa continued to do nothing, and even
rencwed his warlike preparations, Elphinstone was
compelled to foree the trealy upon him, It was signed
on the 13th of June, 1817 ; but both parties were well
wware that its sanction dopended, not upon the signa-
ture of the Peshwa, but upon the mililary superiority
of the British. As a matter of fact, Trimbakji scews
never to have been surrendered for the second time :
in October of this year we hear of him as again in
arms. He was finally captured at the end of the
Third Mardthd War, and confined as a Stale prisoner
at Chunér, on the Ganges. There he was visited in
1824 by Bishop Heber, who thus versifies the song of
the Mardthé groom?:

*Behind the bush the howmen hide,
The hoive beneath the trea:

Where shall T find a knight will ride
The jungle paths with ma?

There are flve and fifty coursers thers,
And four and fifty men:

When the fifty-fifth shall mount his sleed,
The Deecan thrives againi’

1 Journdl, i. 585.
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Take Toirp MARATIHA WAR
1817—1818

T future course of events at Poona forms a
chapter in the history of what is commonly known as
the Third Mardthd War. Arising out of the combined
operations for the suppression of the Pind4ris, this war
owos its importance to the part played by the Peshwa,
the R&j4 of Nagpur, and Holkar. Its coneclusion
brought about the final downfall of the Mardthd
confederacy, which never again uniled against the
British; the angmentation of the Bombay Presidency
almost to its present dimensions; and the pacification
of Central India, The heroes of tho fighting were
Malcolm, Elphinstone, and Munro.

During the whole of the year 1814, the Marquis of
Hastings was engaged in making preparations for the
coming war. An army, stronger in numbers than
had ever before been collected in British Indisl, was
gradually concentrated undor the Commander-in-
Chief, Sir Thomas Hislop. Maleolm roceived a
misgion to visit all the courts of India, to consult with

! The total foreo put into the field, including auxiliarios, amounted
to 116,000 men, with goo guns,



102 MOUNTSTUART ELPHINSTONE

the Residents, and to re-assure the minds of the princes.
Ho also reccived—what he valued more highly—the
rank of Brigadier-General, with & promise that he
should aceompany the most advanced force in action.
And be wrote to his wife: ¢From the Governor-
CGeneral down to the lowest black or white, ved or
brown, clothed or naked, all appear happy at my
advancement.’

This was by no mecans such a happy time [or
Elphinstone, though in reality it was bul the dark
hour hefore the dawn of his brightest day. He was
evilently not quite satisfied with the new treaty which
it had been his duty to impose on the Peshwa. Perhaps
for this remson, perhaps because he thought that the
Peshwa would have a better chance under another
Resident, he suggested his own transfer to Lucknow.
The appointment of Sir Thomas Hislop to supreme
control of all uperations, including those in the Deccan,
was felt by him to be a personal slight, though he was
too loyal & servant to resent it in any way. Never-
theless, he made overtures to Sir David Ochterlony
for some such post with him in Hindustén ss Malcolm
was holding with Hislop.

Even the visit of Malcolm was not an unmixed
pleasure.  On the one hand, he wrote of his {riend in
his diary:

¢ Never was anybody so frank and good-humoured. Con-
sidering Lis time of life [Mulcolm was the senior by ten years),
his aetivity of body and mind, his inexhaustible spirits and
impeiturbuble temper are truly admirable; and all these
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qualities are accompanied with a sound judgment and a
great store of kuowledge derived both {rom reading and
observation.’

But, on the other hand, ElplLinstone could not con-
ceal from hingelf that Maleolm’s policy was at vari-
anco with his own. It was owing to Malcolm’s ap-
pointment as Governor-General’s Agent with Iislop
that he himsclfl was practically superseded in the
affairvs of the Decean. To this, however, he had
already become reconciled, through his own philosophy
and the irresistible charm of Malcolm’s manner. Of
much more importance was the opinion that Maleolm
was led to form of the Peshwa's loyalty. The soul
of simplicity himself, and always inclined to over-
gencrosity, Maleolm refused tobelieve in the duplicity of
others, especially when their misfortunes had attracted
his sympathy. He therefore allowed himself to be
persuaded by the protestations of the Peshwa, that bis
conduet had been misinterpreted in the past, and that
his honour would be redeemed by his future fidelity
to the English alliance. Even long after the battle of
Kirki, Malcolm and Elphinstone agreed to differ in
their estimate of B4ji Réo's character. But in the
immediate circumstances the question was one of more
than academie interest. Relying upon his own inter-
pretation of the Peshwa's motives, Malcolm encouraged
him to enlist fresh troops, nominally for the protection
of his frontier against the Pindéris; and at the same
time he ordered the subsidiary force under Gemeral
Swith to march northwards in support of Hislops



104 MOUNTSTUART ELPHINSTONE

grand army. In fact, the aim of Maleolm's visit to
Poona was to subordinate everything to the success
of the main campaign in Central India; and the direct
result was to deprive the new treaty with the Peshwd
of its sole sanction, in the superiority of the British
force on the spot.

Needless to say that Elphinstone did nol share
Maleolm’s illusions as to the loyalty of the Peshwa,
though le readily admitted that the supreme crisis
would turn upon the attitude of the two great military
chiefs, Sindia and Holkar. The chivalry of his nature
shono forth conspicuously at this time, when hig
entive scheme of policy was being over-ruled by one
who, though a friend, was also a rival, and when even
his own personal safety was being endangered. To
this last copsideration he always professed com-
plete indifference, When plofs for his assassination
had formerly been brought to his notice, he wrote in
his Qinry:

‘I have always expected this part of the game to come in
its season, and must inke care not to be annoyed at it, now
it has come. No one could ward off such designs, if really
entertuined ; and caring about them would probably harass
vue in the end. I musl entively disregard them, and not

sllow them to nttruct my attention, I should be ashamed if
they even gave me an uneasy hour.

Tt was o more diffioult task to remove the appre-
hensions, on military grounds, of General Smith, who
went so far as to draw up a stvong remonstrance, and
place it in Elphinstone’s hands for transmission to
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Government., Elphinstone wrote back to him that he
quite agreed with his sentiments, but that he did not
think the expression of them would do General Smith
any good at headquarters.

‘I think we risk a good deal by sending all the troops
out of this country, afler encouraging the Peshwa to put
himself into a situation to profil by the absence of our troops,
a8 roon as any checks encournge him to atbempt it. Dut I
would rather run a good deal of risk in that way than have
your force thrown out of the campaign. . . . I shall keep yonr
letter until T hear from you agnin, and then ecither forward
it or tear it as you think best.

Malcolm’s visit to Poonma took place in the first
fortnight of August, 1817. Within two wmonths the
fears of Elphinstone had been realised, though he did
his bost to postpone the crisis, ¢ for fear of interfering
with our negotiations at Gwalior by any appearance
of rupture here.’ All that he could do was to watch
the Peshwa, and make the best military axrangementa
with the few troops at his disposal. The most formid-
able feature was the success of the Peshwa in his plan
for levying troops, suggested by Malcolm, which was
accompanicd by an unexpected increase of popularity.
He called out the feudal levies of the Jagfrddrs, who
owed theirvery existence to Elphinstone’s intervention ;
and thus collected at Poona about 25,000 horse and
half as many foot. To opposoc this army Elphinstone
had immediately available only thres weak battalions
of Sepoys, commanded by an officer who was old and
apparcutly not very efficient. His first precautionary
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measure was to order up a Ruropean regiment from
Bombay; his next was to consider the removal of
the cantonment fromn the environs of Poona to a safer
distance from the city.

That Elphinstono recognised political designs behind
the military asscmblage is clear from the following
extracts from two despatches to the Governor-General,
reporting on tho results of his frequent interviews
with the Peshwa.

¢ The motive assigned in all these profossions is a desire
to execute the plan recommended by Sir J. Malcolm. But
the troops already raised are double the number required for
the service ; and his Highness has taken other steps, no way
conneeted with the defence of the country against Pinddris.
Of this nature is his studied conciliation of the R4jd of
Satira, to whom he has paid attention such as has not been
thouglit of since the power of the Peshwa was first estab-
lishe. He is olso conciliating his brother [the Bhau] and
the powerful chiefs; and he and all his principal dependents
arve careful to keep their proporty away {rom Poona.’

*The openness and vigour of his Highness's preparations,
joined, perhaps, with some pity for his losses, and to some
hope of the restoration of the Mardthé greatness, render hig
Highness's cause more popular than it used to be; and his
Highness has spared no efforts to foster these feelings and
ruise up odium sgainst ns. Continual reports of combin-
ations in Hindustan, of defeats of our armics, dissffection of
our troups and defections of our allies, are studiously cir-
culated and readily believed,

As late as the 17th of October, Elphinstone wrotein
hiy diary:
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¢ We shall probably have no war. At all events, T shall
have no active employment, but must stay here and watch
stale conspiracies.’

He hoped to the last that the personal timidity of the
Peshwa would keep him quiet, until some reverse to
the British arms in Central India might encourage
him to action. The Peshwa’s own reliance scoms to
have been on the success of his efforts to corupt
the Sepoys, many of whom had their families in his
power.

The end was nearer than Elphinstone thought. On
the 1gth of Oetober, the Hindu festival of the Dasahréd
was celcbrated, as nsual, with a great military display,
at which both the Peshwa and Elphinstone wero pro-
sent. Some ten thousand Mardths horse took part in
it ; and their circling movements round the few British
troops were evidently intended to demonstrate that the
latter were completely at their mercy. The intrigues
with the Sepoys were carried on with inereased bold-
ness: it was ascertained that on one night 50,000 rupees
and a quantity of shawls and dresses of linen were sont
into the cantonment. Poona began to be deserted, for
it was the universal opinion that the British were
gpeedily to be attacked.

Elphinstone’s diary, contrary to Lis usnal practice of
omitting all politics, now records the stages of the
crisis :

¢ Qotober 22nd. The Peshwn arming openly, and even
ostentationsly. Innumerable reports and alarms of plots,
conspiracies, mutinies, and nssassinations. The truth seems
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to be that his Highness wishes to sct others by the ears,
and be ready himsell to profit by any ill success of ours.’

¢ Qctober 27th. After all kinds of warnings of plots
against my lifo and the public peace, I have at last obtained
clear and distinet information of intrignes carried on by the
Peshwa with our iroops, to support which he has almost
surrounded our eantonment with his camps. The necessity
of seeming (viendly here while negotiating with Sindia pre-
vented my vesisting these dispositions. Trimbakji is in arms
again, and the whole country is in alarm. This is certainly
the most embarrassing situation I have ever been placed in,
and is, of course, accompanied with much anxiety; yet
I never wish I were anywhere else. I look forward fo the
honour of defeating all these plans, T confidenily hope, if
I con get over this night and the two next, that I shall
extricate myself and all here with eredit from our perilous
siluation, In the meantime, I have destroyed some of my
vwn secret papers, and am ready for the worst.

Elphinstone’s anxiety and coolness are thus deseribed
by Captain Grant (afterwards Grant Duff, the historian
of the Mardthés), who was then on his staff:

*For soveral nights the Peshwa and lds advisers had
deliberated on the advantage of surprising the troops before
the arrival of the Ruropean regiment; and for this purpose
ot October 28th their guns were yoked, their horses
suddled, and their infantry in readiness. This intelligence
was brought to Mr. Elphinstone o liltle before midnight;
and fur & moment it heeame a question whether self-defence
did not requive thet the atiack should be auticipated. The

ititish eantonment and the Residency were perfectly still,
but in the Peshwa’s camyp, south of the town, all was noise
and upronr.  As Mr. Elphinstone now stood lstening on the
terrace, he probably thought that in thus exposing the
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troops to be cub off, withoni oven the sntisfaction of dying
with their arms in their hands, he had followed the system
of confidence fo a culpable extremity; butb other motives
influenced bis conduct al this important moment. He was
aware how little {aith the other Mardithd princes placed in
B4ji o, and that Sindia, who knew him well, would
hesitate to engage in hoslilities until the Peshiwa had fairly
committed himself. Apprised of the Governor-Clenernl’s
secret plans and his intended movements on Gwalior, which
many circumstances might have concurred to postpone, Ma:
Elphinstone had studionsly avoided every appearance which
might affect the negotiations in Hindustdn, or by any
preparation and apparont alarm on his part give Sindiu's
gecrel emissaries at Pooun veason to believe that war was
inevitable. To have rent to the cantonment at that hour
would have cccasioned considerable stir; and in the mean-
time, by the report of the spies, the Peshwa was evidently
deliberating. The din in the cily was dying away, the
vight was passing, and ihe motive which had hitherto
prevented preparation determined Mr, Elphinstone to defer
it some hours longer.’

Biji Réo threw away his last chance on the night of
the 28th of October. The next morning Elphinstone
wrote {0 the officer commanding the European regi-
ment to come on as fast as possible, without regard to
anything but the health of his men ; and also requested
Colonel Burr, who commanded at Poona, to keep his
troops on the alert. The European regiwent marched
in on the afterncon of the goth of October. Elphin-
stone now felt justified in carrying into execution a
decisive step which he had been contemplating for
some time—the removal of the troops from an ill-
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choson position near the city to Kirki, some four
miles northwards, where they would be secure against a
surprise, and free from the solicitations of the Poshwa’s
emisgaries. At about the same time, General Smith,
acting on his own view of the situation, concentrated
his own troops, who were scattered along the frontier,
and sent hack one battalion towards Poona.

Elphinstone himself continued at the Residency,
with a slight guard of Sepoys. From here he could
behold the increasing aggressivencss of the Maydthés.
They plundered the old cantonment, rode exultingly
under the walls of the Residency, and begun to form
a camp half~way towards the new British position.
An English officer was attacked, wounded, and robbed
of his horse, two miles out of the city, on the Bombay
road. The report was everywhere spread that the Fir-
inghis had fled before the invincible arms of Srimant,
and would soon be driven out of the country.

On the morning of the 5th of November, the Peshwa
sent a trusted servant to say that he was determined
to bring things to an early settlement: Lel the Euro-
pean regiment, therefore, be sent away, and the native
brigede reduced to its usual strength ; let the canton-
ment also be removed Lo & place to be pointed out by
himself.  On these terms ho would continue his friend-
ship with the British Government. Otherwise, he
would mount his horse and leave Poona, never to
return until his terms had been accepted. To this
blustering message Elphinstone replied that he was
still anxious for peace, and would not cross the river
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that separated Kirki from Poona; but that if the
Peshwa's troops advanced, he should be obliged to
attack them.

Within an hour after the departure of the envoy,
large bodies of Mardthds began to stream out in the
direction of the new cantonment, in such a manner as
to cut off the direct road thither from the Residency.
Theo rest of the story maybe Lold in Elphinstone’s words:

¢ We had only time to leave the Residency with the clothes
on our bucks, and crossing the river at a ford, march off {0 the
Kirki bridge with the river between us and the enemy, and
a little firing but no real fighting, The Nesidency, with all
the records, and all my books, journals, letters, manuseripts,
&c., was soon in a blaze. While the men and fullowers were
fording, we went ourselves to observe the ememy. The
sight was magnificent as the tide rolled out of Poona.
Grant . . . described it as resembling the horo in the Gulf of
Cambay. Everything was hushed except the trampling and
neighing of horses, and the whole valley was filled with
them like a river in flood. I had always told Colonel Burr
that, when war broke out, we must recover our characler by
a forward movement that should encourage and fix our own
men, while it checked onr enemies; and I now. .. sent an
order to move down at once and attack. ... When opposite
to a mala [water-course] we halted (injudicionsly, I think)
to cannonade, and at the same moment the enemy began
from twelve or fifteen guns. Soon after, his whole mass of
cavalry came on ot speed in the most splendid style. The
rush of horse, the sound of the earth, the waving of flags,
the brandishing of spears, were grand beyond description,
but perfectly inoffectual. One great Lody, however, formed
on our left and rear; and when one of our native battalions
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was drawn off by its ardour to attack Major Pinto [a Portu-
guese in the Peshwa's service], this body charged with great
vigour and broke through between it and the Xuropean
regiment, At this time, the rvest of the line wore pretty
well occupied with shoi, malchlocks, and above all with
rockets; and 1 own L thought there was a good chance of
our losing the buttlee The native baltalion, however,
though it had expended all its ammunition, survived the
charge, and was brought back to the Line hy Colouel Burr,
who showed infinite coolness and courage. And after some
more firing, and some advancing, togethor with detaching n
few compaunies townrds a hill on our right, we found our-
selves alone on the feld, and the sun long set. I was at
frst for advancing to the water at ihe Séth’s Garden, bmt
was persuaded it was hetter to return to camp, which
it was.

Such was the hattle of Kirki, as told without any
exaygeration of the part played in il by the narrator.
It is impossible not to he struck by the tactical insight,
the boldness, and the coolness of judgment, worthy of
one who had served his first campaign under Welling-
ton. Elphinstone’s services as diplomatist and soldier
were thus recognised by Canning in the Housc of Com-
mons, when moving a vote of thanks to Lord Hastings
and his army, after the termination of the war:

‘While the campaign was proceeding thus successfully
against thoce whom Lord Hastings had teken into account
#s proluble ouemies, their number was unexpectedly in-
cereased by the wldition of the Peshwa, the executive head of
the Marathé empire, who suddenly lroke the ties which
bound him in strictest smity to the British (Yoverument.
Even Sir John Malcolm—better qualified perbaps than any
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other person to fathom the designs and estimate the sincerity
of the native powers—had been so far imposed upon, in an
interview with that prince at Poona, as to express to lord
Hastings his perfect conviction that the friendly professions
of the Peshwa deserved entire coufidence. In the midst of
this unsuspecting {ranquillity—at a moment now known to
have been concerted with the other Mardthé chieftaing—the
Peshwa manifested his real infeniion by an unprovoked
altack apon the Ilesidency at TPoona. ,Mr. Elphinsione
{(a nume distinguished in ihe literature as well as in the
politics of the Kast) exhibited, on that frying oceasion.
military courage and skill which, though valusble accessories
to diplomatic talents, we are not eutitled o reguire as
necessary qualifications for civil cmployment, On that, and
not on that oceasion only, but on mauy others in the course
of this singular eampaign, Mr, Elphinstone displayed talents
and resources, which would bave remdered him no mean
genera] in a country where generals are of no mean excel-
lence and reputation.

In military history, the battle of Kirki does not
hold & very comspicuous place. The British foree
consisted of less than gooo men; of whom about 20
were killed and about 70 wounded. The army of the
Peshwa is said to have numbercd 18,000 cavalry and
8ooco infantry; and their loss is ostimated at several
hundreds, including a general with the odd name of
Moro Dixit. But the political result was far more
decisive than these figures might imply. The British
ascendency in arms, which had seriously suffered in
the minds of the people, was at once re-established.
A few days afterwards, when General Smith arrived
with the subsidiary foree, the Peshwa fled from his

u
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capital, which he was destined never again to behold.
The war henceforth resolvod itself into a prolonged
chase aftcr the Peshwa, varied with occasional engage-
ments and sicges of the hill-fortresses, which had been
the historie strongholds of the Maréithés from the days
of Sivaji. General Pritzler was detached from the
grand army to co-operate with Ceneral Smith; and
both were placed under the orders of Elphinstone,
who had no little difficulty in reconciling their rival
pretensions.  The southern portions of the Peshwa's
lominions were meanwhilo occupied by a foree from
Madras, under Munro, whose maslerly achievemonts
were thus commemorated by Canning in the speech
above referred to:—

¢ A% the routhern extremity of this long line of operations,
and in o pat of the campaign enrried on in a district far
from public gaze, was employed a man whoso name I should
indeed have been sorry to have passed over in silence.
I allude to Colonel Thomas Munro, o gentleman of whose
rave qualifications tho late House of Commons had oppor-
tunities of judging ot their bar, on the renewal of the East
India Cowpany's charter; and than whom Europe never
produced a more accomplished stotesman, mor India, so
fertile in hevoes, a more skilful soldier. This gentleman,
whose oceupations for some yeors must have been rather of a
civil and administretive than a military nature, was called
early in the war to exerciso abilities which, though dormant,
had not rusted from disuse. He went into the field with
uot more than five or six hundred men, of whom a very
small proportivn were Europeans, and, marched into the
Marithd berrituries tu tuke possession of the country which
had been ceded to us by the treaty of Poons. The popula-
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tion which he subjugated by arms, he managed with such
address, equity, and wisdom, that he established an empire
over their hearts and feelings. Nine forls were surrendered
to him or taken by assault on his way; and at the end of a
gilent and scarcely observed progress, he emerged from =
territory heretofore hostile to the British interest, with an
accession instend of a diminution of force, leaving every-
thing secure and tranguil behind him,’

The conquest of the Deccan occupied altogether
some fiveo months ; while the Peshwa, who ultimately
fled to Berdr and then to Ceniral India, did not sur-
render to Malcolm until Junc, t818. It is unnecessary
to follow the course of this tedious campaign ; but one
or two incidentls are, perhaps, sufficiently interesting
to be recorded here. After the flight of tho Peshwa
from Poona, Elphinstone’s first eare was to protect
the city from his own Sepoys, who vowed vengeance
for the outrages that had been inflicted upon their
own stragglers and relations. This was managed by
the excellent arrangements of Gencral Smith (to whom
Elphinstone gives all the credit), assisted by a depu-
tation of native bankers. The advantages that resulted
were—not only ‘to maintain our general reputation,
and to conciliate friends in the present contest, but
also lo preserve a very fertile source of supply of
money and of commodities for the army.’

In the second month of the wazr, when the Peshwa’s
army was still unsubdued, and when its precise posi-
tion was unknown, was fought the battle of Koregéon,
which is still remembered with pride by the Bombay

o2
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Army. A weak battalion of Sepoys, less than 500 strong,
had been injudiciously summoned from Sirar to rein-
force the garrison at Poona. After marching all one
night it found itself in the morning on the river
Bhima, face to face with the whole army of the Peshwa.
B4ji Réo himself, with his Sardérs, sat on & hill two
miles off, to witness the battle. Cut off from their
only water-supply in the river, the little force en-
trenched itsell in the village of Koregéon, where
through the whole of the day and pert of the
following night it resisted the attacks of the enemy.
The Marathd horse repeatedly charged into the village,
which was also searched by showers of rockets; but
the most formidable opponents were found in the Arab
sharpshooters, of whom we hear much during this war.
Begides terrible sufferings from thirst, hungor, and
fatigue, the Sepoys lost more than half their number in
killed and wounded, including six British officers out
of eight. At last, when the situation seemed des-
perate, the enemy’s fire began to slacken. and they
were presently in full retreat, alaxmed by the news of
General Smith's approach. Elphinstone accompanied
the general to the scene two days afterwards, and
his comments are not without psychological interest:
* Our men could not be got to storm. The Europeans
talked of surrendering. The native officers behaved
very ill; and the men latterly could scarce be got,
even by kicks and blows, to form small parties to
defend themselves, . . . Most that I have seen tried to
oxeuse themselves, and are surprised to find {hat they
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aro thought to have done a great action: yet an action
really greater has seldom been achicved—a strong
incitement never to despair.’

On the same day (January 5, 1818) that Elphinstone
deseribes the battle of Koregfion, he mnysteriously
enters in his diary, ‘many letters, one announcing
great change to me and to all’ There was need for
secrecy. All his correspondence at this time was
wrilten on the smallest slips of paper, to be rolled up
and conveyed in quills. This particular letter brought
the result of the deliberations of Lord Hastings with
regard to the future of the Deccan. The Peshwa was
announced to have forfeited his throne ; a small prinei-
pality was to be set apart for the Rijd of Sdtéra; but
the rest of P4jf Rdo’s wide dominions were declared
Buritish territory, under the administration of Elphin-
stone as Commissioner. But thess instructions were
not made public for some little while longer. The
hill-forts in the Ghéts still held out; while the Réja
of Sétéra, whose person had been seized by the Peshwa
at an early stage in the war, was now being dragged
in his company backwards and forwards through the
Deccan.

Early in February, the peti (town) and fortress of
S4téira were occupied without serious resistance. After
the British flag had been hoisted on the fort for a
moment, it was pulled down and replaced by the flag
of the R4jé, as a sign of his sovereignty. Ten days
later General Smith managed to bring to bay the main
body of the Peshwa's army at Ashti, about a hundred
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miles due east from Poona. Gokla, the only Mardthd
general who had shown much encrgy, was killed in a
cavalry charge; the Peshwa himself escaped for the
time to NAgpur territory; but the Réjs of Sétdra
and his fanily fell into the hands of the victors.

Elphinstone now felt himsell justified in issuing a
long proclmnation, in Mardthi, addressed to the people
of the Decean, reciting the story of the perfidy and
violenco of the Poshwa, which had coinpelled the British
to drive hiw from his throne and conquer his domi-
nions, and stating that a portion of his territory would
be reserved for the R4jd of Sdtéra.

‘The rest of the country will be held by the Honournble
Company. The vevenues will be collected for the Govern-
ment, but all property, real or personal, will be secured.
Al watten and iwdm [grants of land vevenuo-free], annual
stipends, and all religious and charitable establishments will
be protected, and all religious sects will be tolerated, and
their customs maintained, as far as is just and rveasonable.
The farming system is abolished. Officers will be forthwith
appointed, to collect a regular and moderate revenue on the
part of the British Government, to administer justice and to
encourage the cultivation of the soil. They will be au-
thorised to allow of remissions, in consideration of the
vireumstances of the times.’

It remains to chronicle briefly the other incidents of
the war. Sindia remained quiet, overawed by the
grand arny, or won over through the diplomacy of
Malcolm. At Nsgpur, the same drama was enacted
as at Poona, a few weeks later. The Resident, Jen-
king, was suddenly attacked on the hill of Sitabsldi
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by all the forces of the R4js. The garrison, consisting
of less than 1400 Sepoys, were at first thrown into
confusion, but were finally saved by an hercic charge
of three troops of Madras native cavalry. The Réjé
fled, but a successor to the throne was found in an
infant of his family. In Central India the campaign
was short but sharp. Holkar himsclf was only a boy,
but his gencrals resolved to try the hazard of the dic.
They were decisively defeated at the battle of Mehid-
put, in which Maleolm figured conspicuously. By the
treaty that followed, Holkar lost his outlying provinces
and his claims over the Rdjput princes, but still re-
mainoed the foremost power in Mélw4., The Pindéris,
the original cause of the war, gave comparatively little
trouble. The greatest of their chiefs, Amir Khén,
prudently accepted the liberal terms offered him, in
accordance with which his suceessor is now in posses-
sion of the principality of Tonk. The military srray
of the others was casily broken up; their leaders took
refuge in the jungle, where one of them is said to have
been eaten by a tiger. The final pacification of Central
India afforded congenial employment to Malecolm for
the next twelve months.

Nearly forty years later, in the time of Dalhousie,
the States of Ndgpur and Sétédra fell to the Paramount
Power, by the application of the doctrine of lapse.
But with that exception, the settlement effected after
the Third Marithd War has confinued unimpaired to
the present day. Putting aside the Southern Mardthd
States, three great Mardthé princes—Sindia, Hollkar,
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and the Gdekwdr—atill rule over terrilory aggregating
46,000 square miles, with more than seven million
inhabitants, and an estimated revenue of three millions
sterling. But not a fragment of their widely scattered
dominions lies within the country that uses Mardthi
for its vernacular.



CHAPTER IX

THE SITTLEMENT OF THE DECCAN

1818—1819

ELPHINSTONE received his appointment as Commis-
sioner for the settlement of the Deccan in January,
1818; but several mouths had to pass before civil
authority was everywhere restored. During March
and April he accompanied the force detached for the
capture of the hill-fortresses in the Ghéts, some of
which held out until bombarded. A pleasant inter-
lude was the formal restoration of the R4jd of Satéra
to the throne of Sivaji. Lord Hastings had loft Elphin-
stone the choice of giving the R4j4 a sovereignty, or
only a jagtr. He adopted the former alternative, be-
cause he recognised the importance ‘ of leaving for part
of the Peshwa’s gubjects a government which could
afford them service in their own way.’ The British
Distriet of S4téira, which rcpresents the State then
constituted, has an area of 5000 square miles and a
population of one million souls.

Elphinstone was much aftracted to the young
prince, who did not fail to requite the good-will
shown to him.
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¢ March 4. .. . Visited the R4jd. He kept up the forms
of sovereignty, neither rising nor bowing; but in his
language and manncrs was civil and compliant. He is
about twenty ; not handsome, but good-humoured and fronlk,
His brothers have nearly the same character, with rather
better looks. His mother is a fine old lady, who has been
handsome, and has slill very fine eyes. She has good
manners, and, it is said, good abilities. The Raja's gratitude
to Geneval Smith, which seemed as unfeigned as his joy at
his deliverance, wus very engaging.’

“dpril 22 [ofter the installation]. The R4ji gave me an
entertuinment iu the evening; and after advice and good
wishes T took lenve, much interesied in the brothers, whose
concowd, simplicity, and attachment o their mother and each
other ave very aminble’

It is gratifying to know that Elphinstone’s favour-
able anticipations were realised. Wriling to Strachey,
nearly five years lator (December, 1822), he says:—

‘I must tell you what a good fellow the little Réjd of
Sdtdra is, When I visited him, we sat on two masnads
[cushions] without exchanging one single word, in a very
respectable darbdr ; but the moment we retived to a Ahilwat
[cabinet] the Réji produced his civil and criminal register,
and his miunute of [reveuue] demands, collections, and
balances for the last quarter, and began explaining the siate
of his country as engerly as a young Collector. He always
sits in the Nyfyidish (comt of justice) and conducts his
business with the utmost regularity. I hunted with him the
day we parted; and a young gentleman had a bad fall just
in front of me, and lay for dend. When I got off, I found a
horseman dismounted and supporting his head ; and, to my
surprise, it was tho R4js, who had let his horse go and run
to his pssistance. The R4jd’s turning out well is principally
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owing to Captain Grant, the Resident, {formerly adjutant to
the grenadier battalion, and now historian of the Marithd
empire.’

And again, in November, 1826 :—

‘The R4ja of Sétdra is the most civilised Marithd T ever
met with, has his countryin excellent order, and everything,
to his ronds and acqueduets, in a style thut would do credit
to a European. I was more struck with his private sitting-
room than anything I saw at Sitira. It contains o single
table covered with green velvet, at which the descendant of
Sivejf sits in o chair, and wriles letters, us well as o journal
of his transactions, with his own hand. ... He gave me at
parting the ideutical bdghnakh (litcrally, tiger's claws) with
which Sivaj{ seized the Mughal general in a treacherous
embrace when he stabbed him and afterwards destroyed his
army. They are most [ormidable steel houvks, very sharp,
and attached to' two rings fitting the fingers, and He con-
coaled in the inside of the hand®’

Elphinstone could thus make as well as unmake a
king, and he took more delight in the former task
than in the latter. He was now to show that he pos-
pessed the talents of an administrator, in addition to
those of a diplomatist and a general. Since his early
days at Benares, he had had no experience of civil
work ; but he had then imbibed from Mr. Davis an
unfavourable opinion of the Bengal system, which
was confirmed by the publication about this time of
the Report of the Parliamentary Committee of 1812.
He was fond of telling a story to illustrate the

! Thig weapon is now in the possession of Sir M. E. Grant
Duff, Elphinstone’s godson.
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Il

dread which our courts of law and our Regulativns
ingpired among the natives. When the North-West
was first annexed, the inhabitants of a newly occupied
village werc encountered in full flight. Asked if
Lord Lake was coming, ‘No, they replied, ‘the
Adélat is coming,’ the Adilat being the name of the
British tribunal now represented by the Civil Court.
With these views it will readily be believed that
Elphinstone thought it his first duty to preserve as
much as possible of the existing system of administra-
tion, not, of course, as being the ideally best, but as
the best under all the circumstances and for the lime.
He know that the Adélat and the Regulations would
ultimately have to be introduced; but ho was desirous
of postponing their introduction, and of developing in
the meantime all that could be discovered of good in
the native institutions. In acknowledging the receipt
from his friend Erskine of a treatise of Bentham’s
(which he afterwards studied diligently), he added ;—

*I have not, however, 0 much occasion as you suppose
for instruction in the puinciples of legislation; for my
employment is very humble. It is to learn which system is
in force, and to preserve it unimpaired. This, T think,
ought to be the great duty of a provisional government;
and I shall think I have done o great service to this country

if I ean prevent people making laws for it until they see
whether it wants them.’

The result of Elphinstone’s enquiries is contained
in his ‘Report on the Territories conquered from the
Peshwa,” which was not submitted to the Supreme
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Government until the close of 1819, when he lad
already left Poona for Bombay. The Report ! begina
with a descriptive account of the country and a sketch
of Mardth4 history, and then reviews elaborately the
Mardthé system of administration, in the several
departmenty of revenue, and civil and criminal juris-
diction. Its interest now is, of course, mainly histo-
rical, as a record of a state of things that has passed
away; but, like everylhing Elphinstone wrote, it is
replete with philosophic refloctions, which will always
retain their value. It also contains the principles that,
guided his own reforms, many of which were carried
out subsequently, during the peried when he was
Governor of Bombay. Iiwill be convenient, therefore,
to disregard strict chronologieal order, and to treat the
settlement of the Deccan under its scveral headings—
political, fiscal, and judicial.

Elphinstone eslimates the total area of the country
placed under his administration at 50,000 square
miles, and guosses the inhabitants at four millions, or
only eighty persons per square mile®, He is eareful
to distinguish three tracts, differing both in physical
aspects and in population. In the extreme north i
the hot and low-lying plain of Khéndesh, occupying
the valley of the T4pti between two mountain ranges.

1 Pirst printed in full in Mr, Forrest's volume of Selections, though
before well known as an offieial document und from extracts.

2 Aecording to the Census of 28B1. the nine British distriets intu
whieh the Deccan is now divided had an area of 52.356 square

miles and a population of 7,700,537 souls, boing an average of 149
per square mile.
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This tract had not recoverod from tho ealamitous
famine of 1803. It was placed in charge of Captain
Briggs, who devoted himself to repressing the ravages
of the wild tribe of Bhils, and to inviting immigrants
to cultivate the waste but fertile fields. Next comes
the Mardthé country proper, comprising the distriets
of Ahmadnagar and Poona, and the newly formed
State of Saldra. Westward it is bounded by the main
range of the Ghéts, southward by the Kistna river,
while eastward it stretches toward the plateauw of the
Deccan. Here was the bome of the Mardthé nation;
here they built their mountain fortresses, fondly
doemed impregnable; here they bred and pastured
their hardy ponies. Of the Brihmans and soldiers
Elphinstone expresses a very unfavourable opinion.
The character he gives of tho peasantry will be

vecognised as true in ils main features ai the present
day :—

¢The Marith4 peasantry have some pride in the triumphs
of their nation, and some ambition to parteke in its military
exploits; but although circumstances might turn them into
soldiers or robbers, at present their habits ave decidedly
peaceful. Thoy are sober, frugal, industrious; mild and
inoffensive to everybody; and among themselves neither
dishonest nor insincere. The faults of their government
have, however, created the corresponding vices in them: its
oppriasion and exfortion have taughl them dissimulation,
mendacity, and fraud; and the inseeurity of property has
rendered them so caveless of the future, as to lavish on a
marringe or other ceremony the sevings of yewrs of pavai-
mony. . . , The effects of this lnst are felt in the debts and
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embarrassments in which the whole of the agricultural
population is plunged.’

The last of the three tracts is the Mardthd Karnatik,
extending from the Kisina southwards to the frontiers
of Mysore and the ceded distriets of the Madras Presi-
dency. In addition to the distriets of Belgdum and
Bijapur, it includes the Southern Mardthi Jagirs.
It is extremely fertilo, comprising wide plains of the
famous black cotton soil. The inhabitants speak
Kanarese, and always hated the Mardthés as foreign
invaders. They had readily joined General Munro in
expelling their rulers, and are describerl as perfectly
quiet and well affected. The adminisirator was Mr.
Chaplin, an experienced member of the Madras Civil
Service.

Elphinstone had hoped to enjoy the co-operation of
Munro in effecting the settlement of the Karnatik,
which Munro had already conquered by arms. He
had to be content with a searching correspondence,
and a brief visit of five days. After Munro’s de-
parture he wrote in his diary :—

‘I have gained o great deal of instruction from him, and
have heen greatly pleased with his strong practieal good
sense, his simplicity and frankness, his perfect good-nature
and good-humour, his real benevolence, unmixed with the
glightest cant of misanthropy, his activity and his truthful-
ness of mind, ensily pleased with anything, and delighted
with those things that in general have no effect hut on &
youthful imagination. The effect of these last qualitics is

heightened by their contrast with his stern countenance und
searching eye.’
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Munro, though not yet CGovernor of Madras, had
spent all his life in organising the administrative
system in the ceded and conquevod districts of that
Presidency. It was from his example that Elphin-
stone learned the duty of investigating thoroughly the
indigenous institutions, and the supreme importance
of introducing the least pussible change. With
Malcolm he shared (though from more philosophical
motives) the policy of sympathy, and a generous re-
cognition of native prejudices and native aspirations.
At about this time he wrote in his diary :—

¢ Maleolm certainly has wise andenlarged views of policy;
and, among them, the kind and indulgent manner in which he
regards the natives (though perhaps originoting in his hearl
as much as in his herd) is by no means the least important.
It appears to purticular advantage in his feelings towards the
notive army, and in the docirines he has incnlented regarding
them. It is melancholy to think that he is not young, and that
he is the last of the class of politicians to which he beloungs.
The later statesmen are certainly more imperious and
harsher in their notions, and are inferior in wisdom, inas-
much as they reckon more o1 force than he does, and less on
affection.’

With Malcolm and Munro for his guides, Elphin-
stone proceeded apace with his dual task of concilia-
tion and inquiry. When the Peshwa had been chased
,out of his dominions, and the hill-forts had fallen one
by one, all organised opposition ceased. The restora-
tion of the R4j4 of Satara, and the maintenance of the
Southern Jagirdirs, showed that the British had no
inteniion of disregarding Mardthd sentiments. As
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always happens in India after a conquest, the cultiva-
tors, who form the vast mass of the population,
acquiesced in the change of their rulers with hardly a
murmur. But Elphinstone was far too prudent to
interpret this acquiescence as meaning active content-
ment ; and he was also well aware of the influence
exercised by the classes who had necessarily suffered
from tho revolution. The disbanded secldiers of the
Peshwa were to some oxtent provided for in the
irregular lovies of the Company (sibunis), that wore
raised to keep order; every consideration was shown
for those who, either as officials or landowners, had
ranked as gentlemen under Mardthd rule: while the
numorous caste of Poona Bréhmans, who bad lust
most of all by the overthrow of a Brdhman govern-
ment, were studiously conciliated by a series of
measures adopted for their express benefit.

‘The general disposition of the agricultural class,’ Elphin-
stone wrote in an official dispatch, not reprinted by Forrest,
‘is strong in favour of tramquillity,. They aie the first
sufferers by wary or by assemblages of banditti; and as they
were by no means favoured under the Brihman government,
they ennnoi, whatever pride they may take in Mardthd in-
dependence, seriously wait [? wish] for its vestoration. But,’
he adds, ‘even among them theve are many drawbacks on
the gratitude we might expect from our light assessment and
protection. The desmukhs and other zaminddrs, the patéls
and other village authorities, who lose power by our cave to
prevent exactions, huve probably influence sufficient to injure
us with the very people for whose ecause we incur their
odium. The whole of the soldiery and all comected with

L
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them—all who lived entirely by service, all who joined
gervice and cultivation, all who had a brother in employment
who is now thrown back on the family, and all who had
horses end were otherwise maintained by the existence of an
army—detest us and our regular battalions, and are joined
by thoir neighbours from sympathy and national feeling.’

The Jagirddrs belonged to two classes: the great
hereditary nobles, whose political status had already
boen recognised, and fixed by the settlement of Pan-
darpur?!; and those of inferior rank, who had hitherto
held their estates at pleasure. With regard to the
former class, not much diffcully was oxperienced. It
was only nocessary that they should transfer their
allegiance from the Peshwa to the Company. To
this they all consented, with a single cxception.
Chintdman Rdo, one of the Patwardhans, & Brahman
family wha had received large grants from the Peshwa,
refused, on the grotesque plea that it was nowhere
stipulated in the seltlement of Pandarpur that, ‘in ihe
event of disagreement between the Peshwa and the
British Government, I am to serve the latter” The
threat of resumption and the personal intervention of
Elphinstone were required to remove these and other
scruples. Chintdman Réo is described as having-‘a
narrow and crooked understanding, a litigious spirit,
and a capricious temper.’ * Our intercourse,” however,
‘completely restored his good humour, and had
latterly the appearance of complete cordiality and
satisfaction, which, though it may not be lasting, I
have no doubt is perfectly sincere.’

! See ante, pp. 77-79-
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The terms granted to these greater Jagirdérs were
liberal. They received assurances that their rank
and dignity would be maintained as in the time of
the Peshwa ; and that the British Government would
not interfere, except in case of very flagrant abuse of
power, or long continuance of gross mismanagement.
In particular, their local jurisdiction, including the
power of life and death, was guaranteed to them;
and in compliance with their carnest entreaties, they
were granted a special exomption from the Adélals
(Civil Courls) of the Presidency. Though their clains
to the right of private war could not be sanctioned, it
was arranged thai any matters of difference among
themselves should be regarded as °political’ to be
dealt with by direct orders from the Government,
and not under the Regulations applicable to British
territory. Another fertile source of dispute was anti-
cipated by provisions for the extradition of criminals,
and for pursuing them into the dominions of the
chiefs.

The casc of the inferior Jagirddrs presented more
complications, and also more difficulty. Elphinstone’s
constant desire was to preserve them as an upper
class of society, intermediate between the cultivators
and the officials, though he was well awarc of the
impossibility of effecting this by artificial means. He
saw them disappearing hefore his eyes, but he did
everything in his power to delay the inevitable result.
He often thought over the desirability of rewarding
native officials with grants of land instead of pensions,

12
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A few years lator, when at Bombay, he thus explained
his general policy, in a despatch to the Supreme
Government, which secems to have been called forth
by some threat of resumptions :

¢The maintenance of many of the chiefs in their posses-
sions was certainly suggesied, as supposed by the Governor-
Ceeneral, for the purpose of avoiding popular discontent,
and preveniing the tov rapid fall of great families; but in
other cases it vested on the helief that the holders were
entitled of right to their possessions. Where a jayir was by
the original grant mude herveditary in the family of the
grantee, there could be no doubt of the right of the descen-
dant ; but where there was no such graut (as was the cuse
with olmost all the jagirs), the right rested on different
grounds. . . . A jagir was ususlly granted during life, for the
purpose of maintaining troops to serve the State; a small
portion was seb aside as a personal provision for the chief.
This mode of maintainirig troops being always kept up, there
was no motive for removing the jagirddr, and consequently
every grant was renewed on the death of each incumbent,
his son paying a relief to the government. When this
practice had long subsisted, the jagir came to be regarded as
hereditary, and the resumption of it would have been viewed
us a violation of private property. The nature and history
of jagirs hos s0 great an analogy to those of feudal benefices,
that the manner in which this transition took place can be
easily understood in Europe, The period for which a jagir
had been held was, therefors, o very important point jo
advert to in deciding how long to continue it. I rocom-
mended that all granted by the Mughal Emperors or the
Rijis of Sdtdva should be hereditery in the fullest sense of
the word, ... The jaglrddrs of the Peshwas stood on a
differcnt footing, They had arisen under the dynesty we
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had subverted : none could have been in possession for more
than seventy years; und they had been kept in mind by the
vxaction of service, s well as by occasional resumptions, of
the real nature and extent of their tenure. Much con-
sideration was, however, due to them as the aclual possessors
of power; and they were allowed to retain their personal
lands for one or more generations, according to their merity
or impotiance.’

Besides this leniency in the matter of resumption,
Elphinstone also granted to the lesser Jagirdirs a
recognition of their privileged stalus which was par-
ticularly welcome to them., They wore all alike
exempted from the ordinary process of the Adilat
(Civil Court). In criminal matters they were made
subject to tho jurisdiction of the Collector in his
capacity of political agent, though not without pre-
vious reference to the Commissioner. Elphinstone,
indeed, proposed to extend the same indulgence to all
persons of rank, al least during the lives of the
existing generation. This policy afterwards received
the warm support of Malecolm, who reported ten years
later that—

¢ There is nothing in the new code that creates inconveni-
ence or embarrassment from the existence or extension of
the privileged classes of the Deccan. I can confidently stute
that, during my whole experience in India, T have known
no institution so prized by those who enjoy its exemptions,
or more grotifying to the whole people smong whom it
wos established. It is recognised by the lowest orders as a
concession in forms to those whom they deem their superiors,
and ag such is received as a boon by the community who,
from their condition, neither understand nor apjreciate
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those unyielding forms thal deny alike advantages of biith
and the claims of rank and service.

The Bréhmans showed themselves less amaonable to
conciliation, alnost justifying the character Captain
Grant gave them as * gencrally discontented, and only
restrained by fear from being {rcasonable.’ The best
that Elphinstone himself could find to say of them is:
¢There are among them many instances of decent and
respectable lives; and although they are generally
subtle and insincere, I have met with some on whom
I could depend for sound and candid opinions” How
much they had lost by the downfall of the Peshwa may
be gathered from a few facts recorded in another con-
nexion. Béji Réo, though he reduced the former expen-
diture, still used to give a small sum to each of 50,000
Brahmans. Both he and also his Sarddrs and Ministers
employed many learned Brahmans in various offices
connected with the Hindu ritual; while all, on reli-
gious principle, allowed stipends and grants of land to
many others for whose services they had no occasion.
Under the name of the Dakshina, the sum of fivoe
lakhs of rupees (#£50,000) was annually distributed
by the Peshwa among Brihmans, nominally as a
reward for learning, but in practice as a mere alms-
giving. In fact, Elphinstone goes so far as to say
that ‘one of the principal objects of the Peshwa’s
government was the maintenance of the Brahmans.’

Needless to say that Elphinstone, though no
student of Sanskrit, was absolutely free from any
prejudice against the legendary superstitions of the
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Hindu religion. He was, indeed, tolerant enough to
propose the endowment (out of the Dakshina) of
professorships for the teaching of Hindu divinity and
mythology. His sympathy also was aroused by the
stories he had heard of great numbers of Brghmans
reduced to such distress as to be subsisting on the
sale of shawls and other presents which they had
received in botter times. What he could do for this
impoverished class he did willingly. The Sitéra
proclamation contained a clause ¢xpressly guarantee-
ing to them quiet possession of their grants of land
and pecuniary allowaneces. After order was restored,
ono of his first acts was to ratify this assurance pub-
licly at Ndsik, & vory holy place of pilgrimage ; and
to accompany his words with a distribution of alms,
which was afterwards repeated at Poona. Out of the
Dakshina, he originally proposed to st apart 520,000
for religious expenses, including two oolleges for
Bréhmans. But considerations of economy compelled
him to restrict this design to a grant of £5000 a year
for prizes in Sanskrit learning, which forms the
nucleus of the existing Poona College.

Despite these generous provisions, it was from the
Brahmans of Poona that Elphinstone experienced the
only serious attempi to shake off British rule. A
conspiracy was formed to murder all the Europeans,
to seize the hill-forts, and to take possession of the
person of the Réjd of Satéra. The plob was detected,
and those who had taken part in it were promptly
and severely dealt with, Elphinstone ordered the
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ringleaders to be executed by being blown from guns?,
rexnarking that this mode of execution ‘contains two
valuable eloments of capital punishment: it is painless
to the criminal and terrible to the beholder.” When
Sir Evan Nepean (Governor of Bombay) suggostod to
Elphinstone that it would be prudent to apply to the
Supreme Government for an indemnity, he replied,
with {rue Roman dignity: ‘If I have done wrong, I
deserve to be punished ; if T have done right, I do not
require an indemnity)

Elphinstone’s fiscal veforms may be treated very
shortly. In this, even more than in other mattors,
he was content mainly to record and preserve the
system that he found in existence; while it would
be hopeless Lo attempt to interest English readers in
the jemoubundi (revenue-assessment) of a Mardths
province seventy years ago. Suffice it to say that he
abolished the farming system, which had but recently
been introduced as a refined engine of extortion ; and
that his general instructions to the Colleclors were:

‘ maintain the native system ; levy the revenue according to
the actual cultivation ; meke the assessments light; impose

no new taxes, and do away with none unless obvionsly
unjust ; above all, make no innovations.’

Every oxortion seems to have been honestly made to
relieve the cultivators fromn excessive exactions.

! Sir T. E. Colebrooke descrihes this as a Mardthd punishment,
and as un innovation in British India. We have rond somewhere
that it is of Mughal introduction; it wag cortainly used by Sir
Theetor Munry, in 176¢, to decimate his mutinous sepoys shortly
before the Lattle of Baksdr,
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‘The foundation for the assessment in all cares wus the
amount paid by cach village in times when the people
considered themselves to have leen well governed. De-
ductions were made from this in proportion to the diminution
of the oultivation, and afterwards further allowances wexe
made on any specific grounds alleged by the rdyats (culti-
vators). The amount to be paid was partitioned emong the
rdyats by the village officers ; and if all were satisfied patas
(leases) were given, aud the settlemont was ended. ... All
the Collectors kept up the principle of the rdyatuniri settle-
ment ’, and somo carried il to a greater exlent than had
becn usual with tho Murdthds,’

Notwithstanding all these efforts al moderation,
there can be little douht that the early assessment of
the Docean, as of other provinees when they first came
under British administration, was highor than the
people could afford to pay. The causes of this appear
to have boen—(1) the adoption of native rent-rolls,
which represented not actual payments, but the high-
est standard over attained; and (2) the uniform
exaction of the demand by British officials, without
sufficient rogard to the character of the scasons or
other varying circumstances. And it must always be
borne in mind that in those days a superabundant
harvest was regarded as a calamity only second to a
general failure ; for when there was little local {raffic,
and no exportation, low prices meant reduced profits
to the cultivators.

! The aystem of fixing thoe amount due from each cultivator,

which had already been introduced in Madras by Munro, as opposed
to the zeminddr! or landlord system of Bengal,
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The land-revenue was, of course, the sheet-anchor
of finance. But there were also several subordinate
sources ol income—such as zukdt, or customs; ablkdr,
or cxeiso; mazars, or fines paid on succession to
property, chiefly in cases of adoption ; feces paid by
wandering shepherds for the right to pasture their
flocks on waste lands ; and fees paid for leave to ent
wood in government forests. Of these, customs pro-
duced about #£'50,000 a year. This was a transit
duty levied by the bullock-load; but the rate varied
in proportion to the value of the commodity, the
highest being eight rupecs (16s.). It was levied inde-
pendently in each district, so that goods were liable
to be repeatedly stopped and searched. To remedy
this inconvenience, there was a class who undertook
for a single payment to pass goods through the whole
country. Elphinstone continned the farming of
customs as a temporary measure. The only reform
he introduced was to abolish the privilege of exemp-
tion which had beon enjoyed by our camp-dealers, in
order to prevent disputes with the Peshwa's officials.
Excize, which even at this time was an important
source of revenue in Bengal, did not yield over £'1000
a year. The use of spirituous liquors was forbidden
at Poona, and discouraged everywhere else, Drunken-
noss was almost unknown in the Margth4 country,
* which had thus a decided superiority in morals over
the old provinces, Elphinstone recommended a policy
of prohibition, or at any rate a very high rate of tax-
ation. He also approved the tax on adoptions, as
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being one that was little felt, and as attended with
advantages in recording successions. Of a special
duty on salt we hear nothing. So far as it was taxed
at all, it was included under customs.

Police and criminal justice occupy together morve
than thirty pages in Elphinstone's Report, which form
very inferesting reading, partly because of their his-
torical information, and partly because of Elphin-
stone’s enlightened criticisms. On the whole, he was
favourably impresscd with the indigenous system
of village watch and ward, though he recognised tho
difficulty of preserving its uscful features under
British administration. The esscnce of the system
was the union of fiscal and executive authority,in
the same hands The patel (head-man) was respon-
sible both for the land-revenue and for the police of
his village. If ocecasion required if, he might call
upon all the inhabitants for assistance; but his imme-
diate deputy in matters of police was the village
watchman, named mhdr among the Marsthds, and
always a Dher by caste.

‘His duties are to keep watch at night, to find out all arrivals
and departures, abgerve all strangers, and report all suspicious
persons to the pniél. He is likewise bound to know the
character of every man in the villago; and, in the event of a
theft committed within the village bounds, it is his business
to detect the thief. He is enabled to do this by his early
habits of inquisitiveness and observation, as well as by the
nature of lis allowance, which being partly a small share of
the grain and similur property belonging to each house, he
is kept always on the watch to uscertuin his foes, and always
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in motion to collect them, When a theft or robbery happens,
the watchman commnences his inquiries and vesearches. It
is very common for him to track a thief by his footsteps ;
and if he does thix to another village, so as to satisfy the
watchmun there, or if he otherwise traces the properiy to an
adjoining village, his responsibility ends, and it is the duty
of the waichman of the new village to tuke up the pursuit.
The last village to which the thief has been clearly traced
becomes answerable for the property stolen, which would
otherwise full on the village where the robbery was com-
mitled. The watchman is obliged to make up this amount
as far as his means go, and the remninder iz levied on the
whole village.’

In police as well as in revenue matters, the péél
was under the superintendence of the mamlatddr
(sub-collector), whose duty it was to see that all
villages acled in concert, and with proper activity.
His establishment of sibandis (irregular infanlry) and
silladdrs (irregular cavalry) was employed to oppose
violence and to support the village police, though not
to detect offenders. With the mumlutddr also rested
the general arrangements with the chiefs of Bhils and
other predatory tribes, either for abstaining from
plunder themselves, or for assisting to check plunder
in others. The mumlatddr had great discretionary
powers; and oven & putél would not hesitate fo
arrest a suspected person, or to take any measure
that seemed necessary to preserve the peace of his
village, for which he was answerable.

Such was the Mardthé system of police that pre-
vailed throughout the Deccan, except in the great
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towns, which Lad an organisation of their own under
kotwdls (chief constables). It was, of course, liable to
abuses, which had become particularly 1ife under the
weak government of B4iji Bdo. But, on the whole, it
did not work badly, particularly when contrasted with
the condition of Bengal, as rovealed in a then recent
Parliamentary inquiry. There, one of the indirect
consequences of the introduction of Lord Cornwallis’s
system had been to destroy the executive aulhority
both of the zuminddrs and of the village wateh;
while English officers and English courts were nob
yet numerous enough {o make their influence felt
among such an immense popunlation. The result was
a formidable recrudescence of ddlnit! (gang-robbery),
which paralysed the arm of eriminal justice for m;my
years. Whereas, in the Deccan,

“the reports of the Collectors do not represent ciimes as
paticularly numerous. Mr. Chaplin, who has the hest
opportunity of drawing a comparison with our old provinces
[Madras), thinks them rather raver here than there, Murder
for revenge, generally arising either from jealonsy or dis-
putes aboul landed property and village rank, is mentioned
as the commonest crime nmong the Marithis, Arson and
cattle-stealing, as a means of avenging wrongs or extorting
justice, is common in the Carnatic. Cang robberies and
highway robbery are common, hut almost always committed
by Bhils and other predatory tribes, who scarcely form part
of the society; and they have never, since I have heen in
the country, reached to such a piteh as to benr o moment's
comparison with the state of Bengal described in the papers
lnid before Parliament.’
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And this in face of a system of eriminal justice that
beggars description. There was no rocognised code of
law, and no prescribed form of trial. Judicial power
was vested in the revenue officers, and varied with their
rank—from the patdl, who could only put a man for
a few days in the village lock-up, to the more impor-
tant mamlatddrs, who latterly had the power of life
and death. A Jagirdér was held to have supreme
authority over his own troops and servants, wherever
hewas. The right ol inflicting punishment was, how-
over, extremely undefined, and was exercised by each
according to his power or influence rather than his
office. The highest officials, if at Poona, would pay
the Peshwa tho attention of applying for his sanction
in a capital case.

¢ A principal rebel, or a leader of benditli, would be
executed at once, on the ground of mnotoricty; any Bhil
caught in a part of the country where the Bhfls were
plundering the road, would also be hanged immediately, Tu
doubtful enses, the chief authority would order some of the
people about him to inguire into the affair. The prisoner
wos examined; and if suspicions were strong, he was
flogged to moke him confess. Witnesses were examined,
and a summary of their evidence and of the statement of the
accused wus always taken down in writing. They were
sometimes confronted with the accused, in the hope of
shaming or perplexing the party whose statement was false ;
but this was by no means necessary to the regularity of the
proceedings. . . . No law seems ever to have been referred
to, except in coses connected with religion, where Shéstris
[Hindu jurisprudents] were sometimes consulted. The only
rule soemns to have been the custom of the country, and the
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magistrate’s nolions of expediency., The Hindu law was
yuite disused, probably owing to its absmdity.

‘Murder, unless attended with peeulior atrocity, appears
never to have been capital. Highway robbery was generally
punished with death, becausc it was generally committed by
low people. A man of tolerable caste was scldom put to
death, except for offences against the State. In such cases,
birth seems to have heen no protection. A brother of
Holkar was trampled to death by an eclephant for rebellion,
or rather for heading a gung of predatory horse; a dis-
posscssed Jagirddr was blown away from a gun for a similar
offence. . . . The other capital punislmonts were hanging,
beheading, cutting to pieces with swords, and crushing the
hend with a mallet. Bralman prisoners, who could uot be
executed, were poisoned, or made away with by deleterions
food. Women were never put to death; long confinement,
and the cutting off the nose, ears, and bresst was the
reverest punishment inflicted on them. Mutilation was very
common. Hard Ilabour, in building foriifications especially,
was not unknown, . . . But the commonest of all punish-
ments was fine and confiscation of goods, to which the
mamlatdér was so much prompted by his avarice, that it is
often difficult to say whether it was inflicted as ihe regular
punishment, or merely mads use of as a pretence for gaining
wealth, On the one hand, it seems to have been the
Mar4thé practice to punish murder, especially if committed
by a man of good caste, by fine; but on the other, the
mamlatddre wonld frequently release Bhil robbers, contrary
to the established custom, and even allow them to renew
their depredations on the panyment of a sum of money. No
other punishment, it may be averred, was ever inflicted on a
man who could afford {o pay a fine; and, on the whole, the
criminal system of the Mardthds was in the last state of
disorder and corruption.’
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It was, of course, impossible for an English governor
to continue this systemn ; but Elphinstone introduced
big reforms with scrupulous regard for native senti-
ments and prejudices. The patél was permitted only
a8 much authority as would preserve his influonce in
Lis village. The powers of the mamiatddr were at
first limited to & fine of two rupecs and confinement
for twenty-four hours, but afterwards augmented
to allow of his punishing petty aflrays. All other
criminal jurisdiction, short of capital punishment, was
vested in the Collector.

¢ According to our practice, a prisoncr is formaily and
publicly brought to trial. e is asked whether he is gnilty.
If he admifs if, pains are faken fo ascerfain that his con-
fession is voluntary; if be denies it, witnesses are called
without further inquiry. They are examined in the presence
of the prisoner, who is allowed to cross-examine them, and
to call witnesses in his own defence. If there is any doubt
when the trial is concluded, he is acquitted; if he is clearly
guilty, the Shéstr{ is called on to declare the Hindn law.
Tt often happens that this law is unreasonalle; and when
the error is on the gide of severity, it is modified ; when on
the side of lenity, it is mequicsced in. In Khéindesh a
regular jury is generally assembled, who question the
witnesses and pronounce on the guilt of the accused. In
Bitara the Political Agent calls in several respectable
persons, besides the law officers, and benefits by their
opinion, both in the condnet of the trial and in determining
the verdict. "When the trial is concluded and the sentence
passed, in cases of magnitude it is veported for confirmation
to the Commissioner, where the same leaning to the side of
lenity is shown as in the court itself,
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Elphinstone admitted that this proced ure—modelled
on that of the courts in England—was better caleu-
lated for protecting the innocent and lightening the
punishment of the guilty, than for securing the com-
munity by deterring from crime. In rogard to certainty
and officacy of punishment, it had the same inferiority
to the native system that the reformed police had in
detecting and seizing offonders. Subsequent experience
suggested to him various improvemonts. He recom-~ ,
mended the eross-examination of tho accused ; since‘an
innocent man cannot eriminate himself, and it is well
that & guilty man should doso.” He also thought that
the magistrate should have the assistance of some
intelligent natives of his own choosing at the trial;
for ¢ their knowledgo of the people would often lead to
discoveries of the truth that might escape a Furopean.’
He would abolish all reference to the Hindv law,
which was in reality an English innovation. *Some
of the Hindu punishments are too dreadful to be
inflicted, others are too trifling to be of any use in
dcterring. The Shéstri at Ahmednagar sentenced one
man to be thrown from a height upon & spike, and
another to be fined six fauname for the same offence,
becanse in one case the stolen property had been
accidentally rccovered, and in the other it had not.
But he would allow great weight to caste in allotting
punishment, ‘because an opposite conduct shocks the
prejudices of the people, which unless we conciliate,
all owr justest sentences will be looked on as tyranny.’

The entire subject of punishments was reviewed by

K



146 MOUNTSTUART ELPHINSTONE

Elphinstone, in the light of his recent study of Ben-
tham.

¢Our punishments, I ghould think, might be made more
intense, but shorter ; severe flogging, solitary confinement: in
dungeons for short periods, bad fare, severe labour, and
similar punishments, always so guarded as to prevent their
endangering life or health. Transportation seems a good
punichment, provided it be for life; but the return of o
convict destroys the mysterious horror which would other-
wise be excitod by the sentence. Hanging in chains would
probebly make a great impression, if not too shocking to the
prejudices of the netives, which I apprehend it is not. Ag
much form as possible should be thrown into all punish-
ments, especially capital ones; and great care should he
taken to suit the forms to ihe mnative ideas, They have
themselves on excellent practice of exposing persons about
to suffer denth on o camel, stripped of some of their clothes,
with their hair loose and covered with red powder and with
flowers, as is usual with a corpse when carried to the funeral
pyre. Some of the most terrible modes of capitel punish-
ment might be retained when they do not add to the suffer-
ings of the criminal: beheading and blowing away from a
gun are of this nature, but they ought to Le reserved for
great crimes. The opinions of natives ought, however, to be
taken, and may be reckoned conclusive on subjects depending
on feeling and on associations.’

On the subject of imprisonment, also, he made some
far-sighted suggostions. He was struck, on the one
hand, by the indifference with which natives regarded
sentences of imprisonment, as inflicting on them no
greater hardships ihan their ordinary life; and, on
the other hand, by the impolicy of discharging alto-
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gether those whose innocence was more than doubtful,
With reference 1o the latter class of cases, he wrote:

‘Menns might perhaps be found to manage the imprison-
ment of suspected persons in such a manner as to preserve
the distinction between their treatment and that of convicts,
Their place of confiuement might be more like a workhouse
than o prison. They might bo taught trades and allowed
the fruit of their own industry. ... A place might be con-
structed for their residence which would combine the plan
so much recommended by Beutham with the economical
arrangement suggested in Bengul. [Here follows a sketeh
of & Panopticon adapted to Indian requirements.] Persons
less suspected might be consigned to the care and responsis
bility of the paitéls of their villages; and there are cases
where wandering and thievish tribes might be compelled, on
pain of imprisonment, to reside in particular villages, accord-
ing to the plon recommended by General Munro.’

For any improvement in the general morals of the
people Elphinstone looked solely to education, under
which he included the use of the printing-press. He
suggested the printing and cheap distribution of
Hindu tales inculeating sound morals, and also religious
books, if such could be found, tending more directly
to tho same end. But he recognised that the slightest
infusion of religious controversy would cause the
total failuro of the plan. Here again the philosopher
speaks :

‘It would be better to cull the prejudices of the Hindus to
our gid in reforming them, and to control their vices by the
ties of religion which ore stronger thun those of law. By
maintaining and purifying their present tenets, at the same

K2
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time that we enlighten their undersiandings, we shall bring
them nearer to that standard of perfection al which all
concur in desiring that they should arrive; while any attack
on their faith, if sueccessful, might be expected in theory, as
is found in practice, to shake their reverence for all religion,
and to set them free from those usoful restraints which even
a superstitious doctrine imposes on the passions.’

Elphinstone’s report on the administration of eivil
justice supplios the most valuable evidence we possess
as to the working of the primitive Hindu system,
unaffected by Muhammadan law., Except in the great
towns—where an official called the nydyddhish tried
causes in the Peshwa's name—no regular judges
existed, the sole method of determining civil rights
being the award of punchdyats, or councils of arbitra-
tion, summoned as occasion arose. Panchdyat means
literally *a body of five,” though in practice it is not
necessarily restricted to that number. Respeect for its
authority is one of the fundamental principles that
hold together Hindu society, as may be gathered from
the proverb—Panchmen Parmeshwar="*God is with
the Five’ After the death of Ranjit Singh, when all
official authority in the Punjab disappeared, the army
of the Khélsa reconstituted itself under elected pan-
chdyats; and to this day panchdyats decide caste
disputes throughout India, which often affect impor-
tant issues of proporty or trade.

Elphinstone found the panchdyat in active opera-
tion in the Deccan, and did his best to preserve it,
though he was well aware that it could not continue
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to cxist after tho introduction of English judges and
English law. The essence of the system was the sub-
mission of the parties to an arbitration by their fellows,
the whole proceeding being sanctioned by the presence
of & Government official. If the parties were bankers,
then the panchdyal was composed of bankers ; in the
case of an ordinary dispute between villagers, the
putél requestod some of the most intelligent and im-
partial cultivators to meet himn under a iree or in the
temple. Every fiscal officer, [rom the putél to the
mumlutddr, had the power to grant a punchdyat on
the application of the parties. In theory, the consent
of both parties was necessary ; but the plaintiff had
cffectual means of enforcing the consent of the defen-
dant. For this purpose, as well as for the redress of
other wrongs, recourse was had to the practice of
takdza.

* If 2 man have » demand from [?upon] his inferior or his
equal, he places him under restraint, prevents his leaving his
house or eating, and even compels him to sit in the sun
until he comes to some accommodation, If the debtor were a
superior, the creditor had at first recourse to supplications
and appeals to the honour and sense of shame of the other
party: he laid himsell on his threshold, threw himself on
his road, clamoured hefore his door, or he employed others to
do all this for him: he would even sit down and fast before
the debtor’s door, during which time the other was compelled
to fast also, or he would appeal to the gods and invoke their
curses upon the person by whom he was injured. It was s
point of honour with the natives not to disturb the authors
of these importunities, ro long as they wore just; and some
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satisfaction was generslly procured by means of them. If
they were unjust, the party thus harassed naturally con.
curred with the plaintiff in the wish for & panchdyat, and
thus an object was obtained which might not have been
gained from the indolence of the magistrate, Similar means
were employed to extort justice from the ruling power:
standing before the residence of the great man, assailing him
with clamour, holding up a torch hefore him by daylight,
pouring water withoul ceasing on the statues of the gods,
These extreme measures seldom failed to obtain a hearing,
even under B4ji Réo; and there was the still more powerful
expedient, both for recovering a debt or for obtaining justice,
to get the whole caste, village, or trade, to join in performing
the ubove ceremonies until the demands of one of its members
were sutisfied.’

When the attendance of the defendant had been
obtained by some means or other, the first act of the
meeting was to take a written acknowledgment of the
consent of the parties. In the case of petty village
disputes, two straws were given in token of submis-
sion, instead of a document.

‘The plaintiff’s complaint was then read, and the defen-
dant’s answer received; a replication and a rejoinder were
sometimes added, and the parties were cross-questioned by
the panchdyat as long as they thought it necessery.... A
man might, if it were inconvenient for him to attend, send g
kdrkum [writer] in his service, or a relation; but the trade
of & vakil [law-ngent] is not known. Accounts and other
writlon cvidence were called for after the examination of
the parties, and likewise oral evidence when written failed ;
but & great preference was given to written documents.
The witnesses seem to have been exemined and oross.
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examined with great cave; but the substance only of their
evidence was taken down briefly without the questions, and
gonerally in their own hand if they could write. ... Oaths
were seldom imposed, unless there were reason to suspect the
veracity of the witness, and then great pains were taken to
make them solemn, When this examination was concluded,
the panchdyat, after debating on the case, drew up an award,
in which they gave the substance of the complaint und snswer,
an abstract of each of the documents presented on oither
side, a summary of the oral evidence, with their own decision
on the whole. . . . Tu villages there was much less form : the
punchiyat was often conducted in the way of conversation,
and nothing was writien but the decision, and somotimes
not even that. Throughout the whole proceedings, the
panchdyats appear to bave been guided by their own notions
of justice, founded no doubt on the Hindu law, and modified
by the custom of the country. They consulted no books;
and it was only on particular points immediately connected
with the Hindu law, such as marriage or succession, that
they referred to a Shistri [jurisprudent] for his opinion,
On the report of the panchdyas, the officer of government
proceeded to confirm end enforce its decree, the panchéyat
having no exccutive powers of its own. From this cause
frequent references to the magistrate were required, and he
was given a considerable influence on the progress of the
trial.’

The faults in such a system of administering justice
are self-evident—dilatoriness, want of executive power,
exposure to corruption, and inability to deal with com-
plicated issues, But, in Elphinstone’s opinion, these
faults were outweighed by greater advantages, espe-
cially for the decision of petty disputes. Above all,
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tho interest of the people was enlisted in ascertaining
and protecting their own rights, while litigiousness was
not encouraged.

“The institution of panchdyats was a restraint on pntron-
age and bribery. . . . The intimate acquaintance of the
members with the subject in dispute, and in many cases with
the characters of the parties, must have made their decisions
frequently correct ; and it was an advantage of incaleulable
value in this mode of trial that the judgoes, being drawn from
the body of the people, could act on no principles that were
not generally understood, a circumstance which, by prevent-
ing uncertainty and obscurity in the law, struck at the very
root of litigation. . . . The panchdyats appear, even after the
corrupt reign of B4jf Rdo, to have retained in & great degres
the confidence of the people; and they do mot appear to
have been unworthy of their good opinion. Al the answers
to my queries (except those of one Collector) give them a
very favourable character; and M. Chaplin, in particular,
is of opinion that in most instances their statement of the
evidence is suceinct and clear, their reasoning on it solid and
perapicuous, and their decisions just and impartial.’

Elphinstone, then, docided without much hesitation
in favour of maintaining the system of pamchdyats,
The only alternative that he saw before him was the
introduction of the Ad4lat (Civil Court); and to that
he was strongly averse, not only because he knew how
the natives dreaded it, but still more besause he could
not find any rocognised code of civil rights for English
judges to administer, In the following chapter some
account will be given of the measures which Elphin-
stone adopted at Bombay to vemove the latter
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difficulty. With regard to the former, he was content
with the reflection that, if his reformed panchdyuts
should fail, it would never be too late to introduce the
Addlat.

His reforms aimed at roviving the energy and
removing the abuses of the native system, while
preserving all its main features. He cven went so
far as to tolerate the praclice of #nkdza, upon which
rosted the primary sanction that compelled resort to
the pumnchdyul, though ho permitted only such re-
straints and inconveniences as appeal to porsonal
honour. He insisted that the panchdyats should con-
tinue to bo free from all forms and interference. Some
pressure might be put upon the members o induce
them to attend, and perhaps their attendance might
be rewarded with a small fee. No papers should be
required {rom them beyond the written consent of the
parties and the written award, as concise as they chose
to make it. When these papers could be produced, the
decision should be final, except in case of corruption or
gross injustice, when an appeal might be brought to the
Collector. The function of the Collector was confined
to granting a new pumnchdyat, the objecl of this appeal
being rather to watch over the purity of the courts
than to amend their decisions. To discourage litiga-
tion, and frivolous appeals in particular, it was
suggested that the panchdyat or the presiding officer
should have power to fine a party whose suit was pal-
pably frivolous. Fees for judicial procecdings -were
disapproved by Elphinstone, on the Benthamite ground
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that ‘it is very doubtful whether they are a check on
litigation any farther than they are a check on justice,’
Decrees should be enforced according to the mildest
forms already in use. A messenger should be first
gent to demand paymont, by the threat of preventing
the debtor from eating between sunrise and sunset.
Next, the property of the debtor might be sold, but
not his house or the impleoments of his calling. If
this should be insufficient, he might be imprisoned, for
a term to bo fixed by the punchdyat according to the
amount of his debt, and the fraudulent or vexatious
gpirit he had displayed.

Panchdyats were ordinarily to be granted, as they
always had been, by patéls (head-men of villages) and
mamlatddrs (deputy-collectors of dislriets), subject to
the general suporintendence of the English Collector.
And Elphinstone was careful to insist that the Col-
lector should not only make regular tours through his
distriet, but should also give audience, for al least two
hours every day, to all ranks, receive complaints »ive
voce, and grant decisions and orders against mamlai-
ddrs, as the cases required. For while he liberally
augmented the salary of the mamiatddrs and granted
them other privileges, he saw that their integrity and
cfficiency could be preserved only by striet discipline.
For the larger towns, a staff of amins (native judges)
was constituted, with power either to grant panchdyats,
or to decide themselves complaints referred to them
by the Collector, when both parties had congented to
that mode of adjustment. The employment of pro-
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fessional wakils (law-agents) was strictly forbidden in
all courts alike.
Elphinstone thus concludes this branch of his Report :

‘T hope the plan now proposed will be effectual. Should
it fail, it will be necessary to have numerous amins for
holding panchiyats, and to adopt by degrees stricter rules to
compel the attendance and hasten the decisions of those
bodies. Tf that should be insufficient, minsifs [subordinate
judges] must be empowered to try causes by themselves, in
which case there must be a European judge to hear appeals
from them all. But these improvements must not be intro-
duced until they are wanted ; and wo must be careful not to
induce the nativos to give up their present modes of settling
disputes, by holding out a prospeet of pure and abundani
justice which we may not ultimately be able to realise.

Elphinstone’s seltlement of the Deccan occupied
him for little more than a year. His appointment
a8 Commissioner dates from December, 1814 ; his
proclamation, announcing that B4ji Rfo had forfeited
his sovereignty, was issued in the following February.
In March, he returned to Poona for the first time since
the outbreak of hostilities, xiding with an escort to
protect him from the Peshwa’s Pindiris,

‘I am lodged at the palace and am now seated in the
Peshwa's closet, where our first consultation about the pro-
ceedings took place; and T have been shutting the door the
closing of which on the Séth [hanker] probably first led to all
subsequent misunderstandings. . . . Poona, when approached,
is unchanged in appearance ; but the destruction of all our
houses destroys every feeling of quict and home, and the

absence of the Hindu government occasions o vuid that
alters the effect of overything, Our respect for the place is
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gone, and the change is melancholy. How must the natives
feel this when even we feel it !’

Elphinstone had no time for literature during this
busy period. His reading seems to havo been almost
confined to Bentham, of which his friend Erskine sent
him a copy — presumably the Introduclion to the
Principles of Morals and Legislation. On first look-
ing into it, he was disposed to be critical; bub this
foeling quickly changed to respect and admiration.
A fow years later he was extremely flattered at re-
ceiving from Bentham himsell a present of his boolks:
‘I know no author [rom whom I should so highly
have valued such a distinction. . . . He is cortainly
& man of first-rate talents, but also of first-rate eccen-
tricity ; which, both in his docirines and his personal
habits, probably arises from his little intercourse with
the world.’

The Commissionership of tho Deccan was,from its
nature, a provisional appointment. Elphinstone hoped
that he might complete his task in two years al the
furthest, and then fulfil his long-deferred intention of
visiting England. But in February, 1819, he lcarnt,
with some surprise, that he had been selected by the
Court of Dircetors to be Governor of Bombay. If we
may trust the confessions committed to his diary, the
hononr did not unduly elate him. The failure of
his wission to Kébul had cured him of Indian ambi-
tion; the hope of seeing his friends and relations at
home had to be again indefinitely postponed ; while he
entertained doubts whether his health would permit



THE SETTLEMENT OF THE DECCAN 159

another protracted term of residence in India. He
had been happy at Poona, where the climate, the
country, and the people alike suited him. He dreaded
the change to Bombay, with its new duties, strange
society, and enervating atmosphere. Novortheless, he
went to his enlarged sphere of work in good heart,
and with a serious resolution that he would at least
deserve public approval. ¢ Justice is tho basis of all
esteem, and even of all permanent popularity. . . . .
One grand rule is to avoid all promises, express or
implicd. Another, of more general extent, is not to
court popularity dirvectly, but to aim at the csteem
of the public by study and able conduct.’

Befote taking up office he appears to have contem-
plated a trip to Calculta, in order to consult with
Lord Hastings, who was still Governor-General. But
this project was upset by an imperative call for his
presence in the Southorn Mardthd country, which he
had not yet visited. He went thither from Bombay on
board the Curlew, a frigate originally huilt for the
Imém of Muscat. He was landed at Malwén, the port
in the Konkan which he had formerly rescued from
pirates. Thence he proceeded by land to Goa, where
he was received in state by the Portuguese Viceroy,
and admitted into the disused dungeons of the
Inquisition. In one cell he was shown a conirivance
for listening unseen to tho talk of the prisoners. He
was struck by the marked signs of civilisation in the
0ld Territory. ¢The good roads, the numerous en-
closures, the comfortably tiled houses, the water-
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courses faced with stone and crossed by bridges—all
spoke a European colony, as much as the churches
and erosses.” From Goa he passed over the Ghéts to
Belgfium, the capital of the Maréthé Karnatik. It was
here that he had his interview with Chintdman Réo,
the recaleitrant Jagird4r, which has already been
mentivned!, Thence his route lay near Bijépur, the
ruined capital of a great Muhammadan dynasty, and
now (1891) the headquarters of a prosperous British
district. As always, Elphinstone turned out of his
way to inspect the ruins, the great dome of the
mausoloum of Mahmad Adfl Shéh having been his
guide for nearly two days’ march. He declares Bija-
pur to far surpass anything he had seen in the Deccan.
In July, he returned to Poona, where he remained for
three months, oscupied with the constant drudgery of
writing his Report. At last, in Oectober, 1819, after
many handsome entertainments, he bade farewell to
the Deccan in the following characteriatic words:

¢T fesl u sort of vespect as well as attachmend for this fine

picturesque country, which I am leaving for the flat and
crowded roads of Bombay; and I cannot but think with
sffectionate regret of the romantic scenes and manly sports
of the Deccan :

‘D ko, & Odes, & &Y' dipea pwrddes dprror,

xaipet* & Boxbhos Bpuy Eyd Adgwis ok &7 &' TAay,

ol &' dvd Bpupdss, obr dAoeas xalp' ’Apéfoioa

xal gorapof?’

&
! Ante, p. 130. ? Tggocn. Id. i. r15-118,



CHAPTER X

GoVERNOT OF BoMBAY
1819—182%

Tux circumstances of Elphinstone’s appointment: to
Bombay were unusual. Canning, then President of
the Board of Control, with whom the patronage really
rested, had written a letter to the Court of Directors
suggesting that the usual custom of nominating an
English statesman should be departed from in the
present case, which seemed to offer a fitting reward
for the exceptional ability recently displayed by
several of the Company’s servants, and recommending
that the selection should lie between Elphinstone,
Malcolm, and Munro. The choice foll upon Elphin-
stone, though it appears that he was not supported
by his own uncle among the Directors. Malcolm,
who was the senior by some ten years, and who could
undoubtedly point to & longer and more brilliant
record of achievements, did not conceal his chagrin
ab being passed in the race. But not even this rivalry
was allowed to interfere with their cordial friendship
or the candour of their correspondence. They wxote
to one another about the result as if some third person
had been the winner. Elphinstone possessed the
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advantages of being a civilian by profession, and of
not being’ conspicuously connected with the forward
policy of Lord Wellesley, which had never been welcome
to the Court of Divectors. But the decisive considera-
tion undoubtedly was the success with which ho had
already administered the Deccan, coupled with the
desire that the new provinse should now be incor-
poratod with the Presidency of Bombay under the
control of the same guiding hand. Mr. Chaplin nomin-
ally succeeded him as Commissioner, but the super-
vision was hencceforth exercised from Bombay, not
from Caleutta.

Elphinstone’s government of Bombay extended
over precisely cight years, from November 1819, to
November 1827. This was a period of peace in India,
interrupted only by the First Burmese War, and by
Lord Combermere’s capture of Bhartpur, avenging the
repulse of Lord Lake, and thus retrieving the last of
the disasters which marked the reversal of Wellosley’s
policy. With Elphinstone, also, it was a time of
tranquillity. Though searcely in middle age, as the
present gencration reckons, and but half-way through
his long life, he had already entered upon the final
stage of his career. The activity and excitement, the
ambitions and anxieties of youth lay behind him. With
his charactor fixed by experience and reflection, and
his hodily frame braced by exercise and abstinence,
in the maturity of his intellectual powers, he could
afford to enjoy the dignity and esse of his position.
A mellow and froitful autumn succeeded to an early
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spring and a forcing summer, Fate placed in his way
no more opportunities for distinetion. It is enough
that he satisfiod the expectations which had been
formed from his appointment as the foremost member
of the Indian service,

In a lettor to his eousin, John Adam-—whose death,
a fow years later, was a severe blow to him—Elphin-
stone thus comnwmnents on his new situation :

‘Now, to answer your questions, [low [ like Bombay?
Very well ; and the first month, which you thonght would be
so disagreenblo, betler than 1 expect to like any future
month, There were no troublesome forms and ceremonies,
and much novelty and varicty. The new and unkunown
details yon allude to give me little trouble, as 1 have alway-
Warden {o tell me what is usnal; and as to the new business
not of detail, I like learning it. Besides, T am not nearly so
hard-worked as in the Deccan, and much of my work (that
is, much of what takes up my time) is half play, such as
talking to people who come to me on business instead of
puzzling over records or pumping natives, going to Counail,
going to church. What I dread, detest, and abhor, to a
degree which I faney never was equalled, is making speeches
and ceremonies of that nature. ... All the other people of
Bombay harangue to such a degree that if I were Charles
Fox, I should hold my tongue on purpose io put down
the fashion. . . . Otherwise, the society is pleasant and
easy. .. . The Covernor, too, by the custom of Bomhay,
constantly drives out and is quite a private gentleman,
which suits well with my habits and tastes. Now for the
bad side. The climate, thongh plessant enough at this
season [December] must be dreadful in the hot weather.
The rides, though beautiful, ave confined. There is a great
deal of trifling business and delails with which a Govern~

L
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ment cught not to be plagued, because they bind it down to
particulars, and prevent the genoral and constant superin-
tendence, and the consideration of the past, the present and
the future, which ought to be its essentinl duty. Another
annoyance, ingymuch as it is a loss of 1ime, is the Council.
Ours is perfectly well-intentioned, good-humoured, and
unanimous on great points; but of course they often differ
on particulny coses, and much time is lost in minute-writing.
Yor instance, if n Collector applies- for tents for his native
estnblishment on o cirvcuit of his district, I say © Granted ;”
but another member of the Government writes a minute to
show thal his case dillers from Mr. So-and-so’s case, in which
tents were formerly allowed, and it takes half-an-hour io
reply. On the other hand, the Councillors save a good deal
of {rouble, ns I am able lo refer to them matters which I do
not understand myself.’

Compare the account of Elphinstone's life and
babits given by John Warden, who knew him better
than anyone else at this time:—

¢ During the eight years Mr. Elphinstone was Goveruor of
Bombay he visited each part of the Presidency twice. I was
with him as under-secretary during his last lour through
the Peshwa’s country. His habits, whether in the Presidency
[Bombay city] or in the mufassal [the country] were the
same. Ho rose at daybresk, and, mounting one of a large
gtud he always kept, rode for an hour-and-a-half, principally
ot a hard gallop. He had a public breakfast every morning,
and never left the room as long as one man desirous of
speaking to him remained; but after thaf he was invisible
to all but his suite. I have been associated in ihe same
relation with Sir John Malcolm, Lord Clare, Sir Robert
+(irunt, and many good men of business; Lut Mr. Elphinstone
was the best. His industry was such that he took ss much
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pains about & matter of five rupecs as with the draft of a
treaty. He had the pen of a ready writer, his minutes heing
written off gnickly and without erasure, After luncheon he
took & short sisste, and in the afiernoon read Greek or
Latin. I have heen called to him sometimes as lato as six
o’clock in the evening, and vemained till there way only
time left to stroll for half-an-hour before an eight o'clock
dinner. At ten he rose from the table and, after veading lor
halfan-hour in his ewn room, went to bed. Although
surrounded by young men, he never suffered the slightest
indecorum ; and if any one after dinner indulged in n dowble
entendre, he would not say anything, but, pushing back his
chair, broke up the party. We always had in the camp a
shikdir | huntsman | whose business it was to inquire for hog;
and whenever he brought in iuntelligence of gome, Mr.
Elphinstone would proclaim o holiday, and go hunting for
one or perhaps two days, and he was fond of a chase at
suy time, In the midst of many striking excellences, that
which pluced him far above all the grent men I have heard
of, was his forgetfuluess of self and thoughtfulness for others.’

To complete the picture of Elphinstone as he ap-
pearcd to men qualified to judge, we may quote the
character of himn given by Bishop Heber, who was his
guost for some time in May, and again in August of
18251

*Mr. Elphinstone is, in every respect, an extraordinary
man, possessing great activity of body and mind, remarkable
talent for and applicution to public business, n love of
literature and a degree of almost nuiversel information, such

L Narrative of « Juwrnay through the Upper Provinces of Indic, from
Caleutle lo Bombay, 1Bag-a5. (Vol, ii. pp. a1g, 220).

L2
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28 I have met with in no other person similarly situated, and
manners and conversation of the most mmiable and interest-
ing character. While he has seen more of India and the
adjoining countries than any man now living, and has been
engaged in active political and sometimes military duties
since the age of eighteen, he has found time not enly to
cultivate the longuages of Hindustdn and Persia, but to
proserve and extend his acquaintance with the Greek and
Latin classics, with the French and Italian, with all the
older and more distinguished English writers, and with the
current and popular literature of the duy, both in poetry,
Listory, politics, and political economy. With these remark-
able accomplishments, and notwithstanding a temperance
amounting to rigid abstinence, he is fond of society; and
it is & comnon subject of surprise with his friends in what
Tiours of the day or night he finds time for the acquisition
of knowledge. His policy, ko far as India is concerned, ap-
peared to me peculiarly wite and liberal ; and he is cvidently
attached to and thinks well of the country and its in-
habitants. His public measures, in their general tendency,
evince a steady wish to improve their present condition.
No government in India pays so much attention to schools
and public institutions for edueation. In none are the taxes
lighter ; and in the administration of justice to the mnatives
in Lheir own languages, in the establishment of pandhdyats,
in the degree in which he employs the natives in official
situations, and the countenance and familiarity which he
extends to all the natives of rank who approach him, he
seems to have reduced to practice almost all the reforms
which had struck me as most required in the system of
government pursued in those provinces of our Eastern
empire which I had previously visited. His popularity
(though to such « feeling there may be individual exceptions)
appesrs little less remarkable than his taleuts and acquire-
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menis; and I was struck by the remark T once heard, that
“all other public men bad their cnemiecs and their friends,
but of Mr. Elphinstone everybody spoke highly.”’

Elphinstone’s government of Bombay was not
marked by any of those conspicuous incidents which
find a record in history. Beyond tho frontier, there
was fighting in the Persian Gulf. An officer em-
ployed thore in the suppression of piracy, who had
imprudently ventured somo distance inland, was over-
whelmed by a charge of desert Arabs, whuse taclics
recall recent mewories of the Sowdén. A new vxpe-
dition wags sont with better sucecess, and this was
followed up by othor measures to promote irade.
But it was announced that the British Government
would take no part in the disputes of the Arab Statey,
its interests being confined to the extirpation of
piracy. At about the same time another naval ex-
pedition was despatched from Bombay to Mocha, in
the Red Sea, to avenge an outrage on a marine officer,
and to secure protection for the Company's factory
there in the future. Within the geographical limits of
India, Sind was still an independent State, governed
by its own Amirs, who seem to have been more peace-
ably disposed than the frontier chieftains nominally
under British control. As Elphinstone sagely re-
marked, ‘some little depredation you musi have on
the borders of an Asiatic cinpire.’

During his first two years, Elphinstone paid two
visits to Gujart, in order to settle pressing political
questions. The British districts eaused comparatively
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little trouble, though his reporis upon them are siill
valuable historical documents. The great fortility of
the soil, together with the sccurity of British peace,
lightened the burden oven of a high assessment. The
jurisdictions of the Collcetors were small, and con-
giderable latitude was allowed to them; for Bombay
has nover had a Board of Revenue, and there was
then no Connnissiorier for Gujardt. The question of
the Addlats (Civil Courts) naturally attracted Elplin-
stone's attention ; and he was surprised to find them,
on the whole, so littlo unpopular. He does, indced.
mention two grievances, both characteristic of a period
of transition. In his report on Kaire, he remarks that
one R4j4, who in 1804 maintained a body of 150
horse and 2coo foot, had been sent to prison for
neglecting a summons from a magistrate; and that
another Chief, who once resisted for two months the
attack of the Gdekwar’s army, was thrown into gaol
for his inability to pay debts contracted during his
independence and in consequence of war.

‘I cannot more strongly show the change fhat has taken
place than by pointing out thut these are the persons whom
Colonel Walker, and T believe all the gentlemen employed
in the first introduction of cur authority, declared to be
sovereign princes, with whom we have no right to interfere
beyond the collection of o tribute, and thai they are now
deprived of all power and consequence, and nearly the whole
of their revenue. Almost all these changes have, in effect,
taken place within these threa years. They cannot but feel
a change so sudden ; ond it must e owned that they have
suffered hardships, though not perhaps injustice.’
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Again, ho comments upon the complaints of the
cultivators that they were rendered liable, through
ithe Addlats, for debts contracted under the Marathd
government.

*The voot of the gricvance seems to lic in the veandiness
with which o bond is admitted ad o sufficient evideuce of the
justice of a claim. TIn this ease it is by no means so ; for a
rdyat is casily drawn by occasional advuances and partial
pwyments into w complicated account which it is impo-sible for
him to uneavel. This necount presents u great bulanee in the
londer's favour; and as the practice s for the réyet to give
up his produce each yeur in part payment, and to take an
advunce to enable him Lo go on wilh the next, he is so
completely in the lender's power that he would sign any-
thing rather thau disoblige him, The vemedy, therefore, is
to settle that in new provinces a hond shall not be conelusive
when originaling in an old debt of & »rdyat, but that his
wholo account shall be examined as if no bond had been
executed, and only the amount which shall then appear
fair decreed to the plaintiff. If the debts could be paid by
ingtalments regulated by the amount of the #dyat’s puyments
to Government, it would complete the remaval of the evil;
but, at all events, steps should be taken to prohibit the sale
of a rdyat's cattle and implements of husbandry in ealisfac-
tion of debts.

Two other practical reforms (mentioned by Bishop
Heber) were also introduced by Elphinstone at about
this time: the seat of the Adsdlat was moved from
Bombay to Surat, in the heart of Gujardt; and
Clujardthi was substituted for Persian as the official
language of tho court.

The numecrous Native States that form the external
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fringe of Gujarat prescnted more difficulty. The over-
throw of the Peshwa had not only brought the Decean
under British rule, it had also made tho Company
inheritor of all the ill-defined authority which he used
to cxercise in Gujarit as head of the Mardthd power.
In some cages, large tracts of torritory were subdivided
in varying proportions between the Peshwa and the
Gckwér; in others, semi-independent chiefs paid
tribute to both. The scttlement of these questions
was rendored more easy by the weaknoss of the
Baroda government. Ever since tho Géekwir accepted
the subsidiary system in 1802, there had been a long
regency, during which supreme authority was prac-
tically vested in the British Resident. Advantage
was taken of this condilion of affairs to consolidate
the power of the Gdekwdr within his own dominions,
and at the same time to curtail his exactions from his
feudatories, who were in many cases feudatories also
of the Company. Both in the peninsula of Kdthidwar,
and in the hilly and wild tract known ag the Msh{
Kéntha, o settlement was effected, by which the tribute
due to the Giekwér was permancntly fixed, and was
to be paid to him through British officers. This
arrangement continues to the present time.

One of Elphinstone’s first duties was to proceed to
Baroda, snd to install the new Géekwir, 8ysji Réo,
to whom full power over his own dominions was
restored, According to Bishop Heber, who visited
him four years later, he turned out a fairly salisfactory
prince, his worst fault being avarice. His rovenue,
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oven in those days, was reckoned at £'8co,c00; and
Heber thought him probably the most powerful person-
age in India after Ranjit Singh. It is interesting to
learn that three sons of the murdered Shéstri were then
occupying high positions at his court.

Elphinstone also visited Cuteh, which was likewise
under a regency, owing to the crimes and intolerable
misrule of the Rdo. Here the troubles came from two
sources. On the one hand, the country had recently
suffored from-a terrible carthquake, which shook down
towns and castles, and permanently modified some of
the physical features. On the other hand, anarchy
had led to constant border troubles with the inhabits
ants of Sind ; while the constitution of the State made
it particularly difficult to suppress disorders. In
theory, supreme power was shared with the Réo by
all his kinsmen of the Jareja clan of Réjputs, whose
number Elphinstone puts at 200, With regard to
them he wrote:

¢The three most probable points of difference with the
Jarejas are: scttling their disputes among themselves; en.
foreing the prohibition of female infanticide; and compelling
them to act against plunderers within their own districts,
In the first, all danger may be averted by the prompt and
impartial administration of justice; in the secoud, by
caulion and delieacy in the means of detecting guilt and
moderation in punishing it. The third is an object of great
importance. Tt is more likely to bo atinined by vigilance
than by severity, by explaining what i expected, consuring
neglect, and compelling restitution, with the addition of u
fine us the punishment of participation. Gront care should
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be taken to avoid any appearance of arrogance in our ircat-
ment of the Jareja chiefs; but I do not think there is any
necessity for referring political questions to the decision of
their body to the extent which a superficial view of the
correspondence of the Residency would lead us to think
usunl”

The peninsula of Kéathidwér had been sottled by
(olonel Walker in 1805. His method was to classify
according to jurisdiction some goo different chiefs,
cach of whom claimed to be sovereign and independent
within his own territory, though their revenues varied
from s£'120,000 to #£'i0 a year, and they all paid
tribute to the Géekwér or to the Company as the heir
of the Peshwa.

¢ Foumerly they were constantly engaged in wars among
themselves, and linble to the annunal devastation of a Maritha
amy. . . . They are now quite peaceable, but circumstunces
* huve preveuted their being prosperons, Famine, the plague,
the cholers, uud the incursions of wmarauders from Cutch
and the desert have carried off a third of the population, and
left almost all the chiefs in debt and difficulty.’

As the only means of securing the tribute, it had
been proposed to supersede almost all the chiefs for a
term of ten or twelve years, farming their lands, and
reserving to them a pecuniary ellowance. To Elphin-
stone this seemed too drastic a remedy. Ho was
content to take from them a temporary assignment
of a portion of their lands, sufficient to guarantee
the payment of a portion of the tribute. It was many
years before Kéthidwdr recovered its prosperity ; but



GOVERNOR OF BOAIBAY 171

at the present time several of its chiefs are among the
most enlightened rulers in India, with a contented
people and a full treasury,

Mshi Kéntha gave rise to more perplexing pro-
blems than K4thidwédr. British control had been in-
troduced as recently as 1813 ; bub, as & matter of fact,
the wild Bhils and Kolis and the scarcoly less wild
Riéjputs, who composed the population, were still
ungnbdued and refused to pay any tribute at all. It
is curious to learn that the chiels ranked in dignity
according to the nwmnber of bowmen they could
bring into the field. Thoy nwnbered altogether 12r,
of whom 63 owed tribute to the Company and 24 to
the Gfekwdr, and one at leasl was a feudatory of
Sindia. To add to the complication, many of the
chiefs had claims to tribute upon each other; while
some were further entitled to pocuniary grants (girus)
arising out of lands in the possession of the Company
or the Gdekwir. In truth, the proble:ns to be ad-
justed wore very similar to those which Maleolm
was successfully dealing with in Central India.
Elphinstone’s first measures were to enforce order by
a strong military force, to fix all liabilities still re-
maining indefinite, and to exact securities from the
chiefs for the payment of tribute and the observance
of their engagements in the future. Thesc engage-
ments included the following articles: to abstain from
private war aud from maintaining foreign mercen-
aries; to refer all disputes to the arbitration of the
British Government; to give up plundering, and to
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apprehend and surrender plunderers; to protoct the
passage of merchants, and to accept componsation for
the privilege of levying transit duties ; and to prevent
illicit trade in opium.

Though Gujarit occupied more of Elphinstone's
attention, he was not altogether free from political
trouble in the Deccan. The large State of Kolhépur,
under & younger branch of the house of Sivajf, was the
focus of disorder, arising first from a long minority,
and then from the arbitrary disposition of the young
Rdjs. Elphinstone was compelled to occupy his terri-
tory with troops, and te impose a minister upon him
temporarily. Still stronger measures were adopted
later by Elphinstone’s successor. The story of the
outbreak at Kitlur shows that Elphinstone could act
with severity when circumstances required it. Kittur
was a small principality in the Southern Marithé
country, under a Dessi, whoso sonad (patent) expressly
limited the descent to lineal heirs. On the death of
the Desti, in October, 1824, some prominent men in the
State attempted to seb up an adepted son. Elphin-
stone instructed Mr. Chaplin, Commissioner of the
Decean, to assume temporary charge of the State,
pending an inquiry into the relationship of the person
adopted. If it should appear that he was descended
from the founder of the family, then Elphinstone
announced that he would be content to waive any
irregularity in the form of the adoption. But when
Mr.Thackeray, assistant to Mr. Chaplin, reached Kittur
with a small fores, the gates were shut in his face.
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An attack was repulsed; Thackeray was killed, and
two British officers (one of whom was afterwards
known to fame as Sir Walter Elliot) were taken
prisoners. On hearing of this disaster, Elphinstone
hurried up to Poona, put in motion an overwhelming
body of troops to overawe the insurgents, and issued
a proclamation declaring that the principality had
passed under British rule in consequence of the ox-
tinction of the Desai's fawnily, and offering a parden
1o all robels (excopt the principals) who should sur-
render by a cerlain date. This policy was suceessful.
The English prisoners were well treated, and ulti-
mately released without further fighting, In passing
final judgment on the ringleaders, Elphinstone ex-
pressed his opinion that they had acted in ignorance
of the relations existing between Kittur and the
British Government.

‘What, however, caused Elphinstone more annoyanee
than these political troubles was his strained relations
with the King’s judges, which form almost a repetition
of the historic quarrel between Warren Hastings and
Sir Elijah Impey. A Supreme Court, consisting of
8, Chief Justice and Puisnes nominated by the Crown,
was established at Bombay in 1823, in substitution
for the Recorder’s court, of which Sir James Mackintosh
had been the most distinguished ornament. This must
be carefully distinguished from the High Court, whose
judges were servants of the Company, exercising both
civil and criminal jurisdiction throughout the Presi-
dency ; whereas the authority of the Supreme Court
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was supposed to be limited to the city of Bombay.
From their first arrival the new judges seem to have
claimed for themselves a position independent of, if
not superior to, that of the Governor and Couneil,
and to have viewed with suspicion every act of the
executive. Some of the occasions of dispute are too
petty to umention, but two of them rise to the rank of
constitutional questions.

One was conneeted with the freedom of the press.
A Regulation or statute had been passed by the
Supreme Government of India, substituling a set of
restrictions in place of the former cemsorship. No
Regulation was at that time valid within the Presi-
dency towns until it had been first registered at the
Supreme Court. When Elphinstone, in accordancc
with express orders from the Court of Directors,
offered the press statute for registration, the judges
claimed the right to determine as to ils expediency,
and finally rejected it as not required. This led to a
wordy combat, at first earried on between the two
rival newspapers of Bombay, but afterwards continued
by the Chiof Justice and Elphinstone himself. This
particular cause of quarrel was the more ridiculous,
as only & few months previously the Governor had
felt himself bound to deport an editor for reflections
on the judges. The circumstances are thus told by
Elphinstone in a letter to his friend Strachey, who now
ocoupied a high official position in the India House.

*Our Chief Justice quarrelled with the whole bar, and
formed o strong party against him in the soclety. One of
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the nowspapers belonging to that party published reports
by nembers of the bar, which the Chief Justice complained
of in March last [1824] as reflecting upon him. Warning
was given to both the editors on that ocension; but in
August the Chief Justice complained that he was attacked
as usual. Threats were then addressed to the editor com-
plained of, who wus told that he would be sent home if he
again offended. Next day he did again offend by an attack
on the sccond Judge. Tnstead of being sent hone, he was
required to apologise ; he would not, und he wus sent home.
The truth is he was beforo under orders from the Court of
Directors to be seut home unless a licence arvived for him
by a certain day, which had elapsed. He had no profession
in this country but thal of editor, and the proprieturs could
turn him off if he submitted ; while, from their wealth and
interest, they could also provide for him if he went home.
Home, therefore, he was willing to go; and as the law
required that he should be sent by a Company’s ship, it was
necessary to send him by China (no ships go direct) in the
only ship that was to sail for nine or ten months, He was
told, however, that he might stay for three months, if ke
would give security for going then, or when called on. This
he refused, pretending that the security was excessive,
though it did not siguify if it had been for a hundred
millions, unless he meant to break his pledge and stay
beyond the time, By these means he got up a tolerably
hard case, and had nearly got a harder by going home n
charter-puarty passenger, when the Government cut him out
of that advantage by paying oo rupees (£70) for his passage
at the cuddy table. To sum up: as there were Regulations,
it was necessary to enforce them; and as the other purty
would make no concession, it was necessary to proceed to
extremes. Not being particularly cordial with the Judges,
I felt it more my duty to support them, as the belief that
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they were deserted, by the Government would have em-~
boldened their enemies. But, even at the best of times,
I could not have turned a deaf ear to their complaints.’

It should be stated that Elphinstone was a consis-
tent supporter of restrictions upon newspapers in
India, which in those days meant, of course, English
newspapers. He always had present to his mind
the instability of the empire, and he was averse
to inewrring any unnecessary risk by cncouraging cri-
ticism and consequent excitement. Bishop Heber
remarks that Elphinstone’s ¢ opinion and experience
are the strongest presumplions which I bave yet met
with in favour of the censorship.” The press in India
was not declared free until ten years later, in the brief
Governor-Generalship of Metcalfe.

The other serious collision with the Supreme Court
arose on a point of public law, which still possesses
practical importance. During the war of 1817-18, a
commmandant of one of the Peshwa's forts carried
away with him, in violation of the terms of his
surrender, a large amount of treasure to Poona.
There he was seized by Elphinstone's orders; some
part of the treasure was found in his possession,
and more was paid over by him before his release.
He always claimed the treasure, either part or the
whole, as his private property, but took no steps
to prosecute the claim. After his death, a native
banker at Bombay, to whom he had bequeathed his
rights, brought an action of irover against Elphin-
stone personally in the Supreme Court.
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¢ The want of jurisdiction of the court in a question of prize
cocurring before peace was quite restored, and in a country
subject to the Supreme Government, was urged, as well as
the danger of setting afloat all questions connected with the
first settlement of & new conquest; but ull were over-ruled.
When the canse came om, the couusel for the plaintiff
declaimed against the Government in the most unmensured
terms, promising to dispel the illusion under which the
natives laboured, to cxpose the misgovernment of the Com-
pony, and to provent the renewal of the Charter. The Judges
listened with favour, the trial was protracted for twenty-une

days, and every attempt made to bring out facts unfavour-
able to the Government.’

In the course of these proceedings, the court granted
a subpoena against the Chief Secretary Lo produce all
the rocords of the Government connected with the
Maréthé war. Supported by the opinion of the
Advocate-General, Elphinstone doclined to comply
with the order. He was willing to furnish every
paper that could throw light on the cause—indeed,
every one where it was mentioned, with the exception
of two secret despatches the disclosure of which might
throw light on the channels through which intelligence
was received. But as to the claim that the entire
mass of records should be produced, he advised resis-
tance, even if the court should go so far as to commit
the Seeretary for contempt.

‘There must, I should think, be papers containing sus-
picions of the fidelity of particular powers; indications of the
points in which our own Government is vulnerable ; political
plans not yet accomplished; several communications from

M
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individuals who would be injured by their publication ; and
many other papers which it would be a breach of duty in us
to make known, On this ground, therefore, I would object
to the records being furnished; but I would also do so on
general principle, if I had no particular reason to think the
publication of the records would be hurtful in this instance.
If the records of every department are once placed at the
mercy of every attorney who makes an application to the
Supreme Court, there can be no secrecy in any affair, foreign
or domestic, and no confidence in our own deliberaiions or
in the persous with whom we have to communicate in any
transaction.’

Elphinstone’s biographer professes himsell ignorant
of the final issue of this affair. As a matter of fact,
a verdict passed against Elphinstone in the Supreme
Court for rupees 1,754,290 (£175,429); but this was
set aside by the Privy Council, on appeal. A full
report of the case is to be found in the second
volume of the new series of State Trials, which is now
being published under authority. It may be added
that the conflict between the executive and the judicial
power at Bombay reached its climax & fow years later,
under another Governor and another Chief Justice.

Hitherto we have only recounted episodeg in the
coursc of Elphinstone’s administration of Bombay.
But there are three subjects to which his continual
attention was devoted, and upon which his fame as a
Ruler of India rests: the codification of the law, the
liberal admission of the natives to office, and the edu-
cation of the people.

Even while at Poona Elphinstone had studied Ben-
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tham, and had pondered over the possibility of drawing
up & digest of the law as it stood at tho time of the con-
quest. It was onlyafter this was accomplished that he
could contomplate the gradual substitution of English
courts for tho indigenous punchdyats. In g letter of
that time ho writes to Strachey, himself a jurist:

¢The written law was that of the ITindus, slways vague
and unknown to the bulk of the people, often absurd and
still oftener entirely disused. The unwritten law was com~
posed of the maxims that occur to people of common gense
in & country not remarkably enlightened, modified by Hinda
law and Hindu opinions, and constautly influenced by the
direct and lowful interferenco of the prince, who was fountain
of all law, und by the weight of rank and wealth and
interest.’

And again in a lelter to Erskine, from whom he had
learned his Benthamism :

‘The first thing to do is fo learn what the existing
institutions are; and this, when there is no written law
(none that is acted on at least) must be a work of time. No
one man or number of men can present in one view all the
numerous customs and traditions thet compose the actual law
of thig country. They will tell [you] what the Hindu law is,
but it is never practised ; or they will tell you of the practice
in Baji Rao’s time, when everything wes vonal. It is only
by degrees, and s questions arise of themselves, that you get
the answers and learn what mode of proceeding is generally
esteemed Inwlul. The same sort of experience will suggest
the parts of the system that requive to be improved, and will
help to point oul the remedy. I think at the cud of a year
from this lime there may bo grounds for forming o confident
opinion s to the best mode of administering justice.

M 2
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Within a year, Elphinstone had been transferred to
Bombay, where one of the first acts of his administra-
tion was to appoint a committee for the codification of
the law. One of the members of this committee was
Erskine ; the president was Babington, another ardent
Benthamite. Their task was twofold: (1) To revise
and reduce to system the existing Regulations or
statutes passed by the Bombay Council; and (2) to
investigate thoroughly the legal customs and usages
of the people. The first and easiest porfion of the
task was satisfactorily accomplished. The Regula-
tions dealt for the most part with matters of procedure,
governing the constitution of the courts, fiscal, civil,
and criminal ; they also laid down some prohibitions
and punishments, and settled a few questions of sub-
stantin] law-—such as the relations of master and ser-
vant, landlord and tenant—which forced themselves on
the attention of Government from time to time. The
revised Bombay Regulations, which came into effect
in 1827, have received the following commendation
from Sir James Stephen!, After speaking of the
rough-and-ready codes framed by Lord Lawrence for
the Punjab, he goes on:

‘He was not, howover, the first Indian statesman who
had set an example in this direction. Mountstuart Elphin-
stone, when Governor of Bombay, had done a great and
important'work of the same kind. Under his administration
the whole of the Bombay Regulations were formed into a

' Bessional Proceedings of the Nalional Association for the Promobion
o Social Science for x873-3 (p. 8).
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code, regularly arranged according to their subject-matter.
This code consists of twenty-seven Regulations, subdivided
into chapters and sections, It refers to the same subjects as
the Bengal Regulations, but differs from them in the circum-
stance that it contains a body of substantial criminal law
which remained in force uniil it was superseded by the
Criminal Code, and which had very considernble merits,
though it would probably not have supported the test of
strict professional criliciem, to which indeed it was not
intended to be subjected.’

The other portion of the work of the committee was
that in which Elphinsione himself took most interest,
though no results were produced commensurate with
the labour expended. A digest of Hindu law is even
at the present day beyond the hope of Indian law
reformers. But Elphinstone’s original design went
much further. It is one of his chief merits to have
laid down—what is not yet generally recognised—
that ¢ what we call Hindu law applies to the Brih-
mans only : each caste has separate laws and customs
of its own, and even these vary according to the part
of tho country in which the different portions of a
caste are settled’ On the other hand, his experience
of Gujarét taught him a betier opinion of our Civil
Courts, though he never wavered in his belief that the
zaminddrt system of Cornwallis had desiroyed the
police system and hopelessly injured the status of the
rdyats in Bengal. The object, therefore, that he kept
constantly in view was the preparation of a complete
code of Hindu civil law, based partly upon the written
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books and partly upon the existing customs, which
should be administercd generally by the English
courts. His plan is thus formulated in a Minute
dated July, 1823.

¢ The Dharma Shéstra, it is understood, is a collection of
ancient treatises neither clear nor consistent in themselves,
and now buried under & heap of more modern commentaries,
the whole beyond the knowledge of perhaps the most learned
pandits, and every part wholly unknown to the people who
live under it. Its place is supplied in many cascs by kmown
customs, founded indced on the Dharma Shéstra, but
modified by the cunvenience of different castes or com-
munities, and no longer deriving authority from any written
text. The uncertainty of all decisions obtained from such
"gources must be obvious, especially when required for the
guidance of a foreign judge, himself o stranger both to the
written law and to the usage which in cases supplies its
place. The usual resource, when the Shdsten has to be
consulted, is to refer to the pandit of the court, on whose
integrity the justice of the decision must in the first instance
. depend, Supposing, however, that he is honest and learned
(which last quality is not now common, and must daily
become more rare), he has the choice of & variely of books to
quote from, and in many instances the same book has a
variety of decisions on the same question. When the question
depends on customs, the evil is at least as great. The law is
then to be collested from the examinations of private in-
dividuals; the looseness of tradition must lead to contrary
opinions; and even when any rule is establiched, it is likely
to be too vague to be easily applied to the case in point.
Add to this the chance of corruption, faction-favour, and

other sources of partiality among witnesses.
¢ There are but two courses by which a remedy can be
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applied. The first is to make a new code founded entirely
on general principles, applicable to ull ages and nations.
Tho second is to endeavour fo compile & complste and cop-
sistent code from the mass of written law and the frugments
of tradition, determining on genersl principles of juris-
prudence those points where the Hindu books and traditions
present only conflicting authorities, and perhaps supplying
on similar principles any glaring deficiencies that may
remain when the matter for compilation has been exhausted,
The first of these courses, if otherwise expodient, is yendeved
entirely impracticable herc by the attachment of the natives
1o their own institutions, and by the degree to which their
laws are interwoven with their religion and manners. The
second plan, is, therefore the only one which it is in our power
to pursue, The first step towards the accomplishuient of its
objects appears to be to ascertain in each distriet whether
there is any book of acknowledged authority, either for the
whole or any branch of the law. The next is fo ascerlain
what exceptions there are to the written authorities, and
what customs and conditions exist independent of them,
The best modes of conducting these inyuiries are—first, to
examine the Shéistris, heads of castes, and other persons
likely to be acquainted either with the law, the custom of
castes, or the public opinion regarding the authority at-
tached to each; and, second, to extract from the records of
the courts of justice the information already obtained on
these subjects in the courss of judicial investigntion.'

This Minute was written exactly ten years before the
appointment of the Law Commission of 1833, of which
Macaulay was the most prominent member. The Penal
Code, drafied by that Commission, did not become law
until 1860. A long series of other codes have since been
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approved by the Indian legislaturo’, dealing with such
special subjects as contracts, trusts, negotiable instru~
wents, &. The civil and eriminal procedure has also
been codified. But Elphinstone’s project of reducing to
intelligible form the entire body of Hindu law and cus-
tom, both wriiten and unwritton, still remains unaccom-
plished, being as far in advance of our time as it was
of his. The only immediate results were the compila-
tion of & work by Mr. Steele, giving & mass of infor-
mation regarding rules of caste, marriage, inheritance,
&e.; a series of reports of decisions of the courls of
law, preparcd by Mr. Borradaile; and & translation of
a Sanskrit book on inheritance by the same author.
None of these works, however, appeared until the
year in which Elphinstone left Bombay, and then the
scheme was dropped.

With regard to the admission of natives {o office,
Elphinstone’s views were not loss in advance of
his time. These views were maintained by him con-
sistently from the time of his early administration at
Poopa down to the day of his death. They were
not suggested by sentiment, but based upon the
broadest principles of political philosophy. It is
possible that Elphinstone received his first impulse
in this direction from the genial nature of Maleolm
and from the mature wisdom of Munro. He always
wrote in admiration of Malcolm’s sympathetic tresat-
ment of the natives ; and he was ever ready to learn

'\ Ses The Anglo-Indian Codes. Bdited by Whitley Stokes. (Two
vols., 1887 and 1888, with Supplements for 1890 and 18g1.)
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from Munro how they might be safely entrusted with
larger administrativo powers. His own experience as
Commissioner of the Deccan taught him the impor-
tance, and also the difficulty, of carrying his theories
into practice. Meanwhile, his reading—especially of
Bentham and of books about China—and his intor-
course with Mackintosh and Erskine, had led him to
form speculative opinions upon the future of British
rule, which would sound very advanced even at the
present day. As the deliberatc convietion of the
most enlightened mind that has devoted itself to the
government and history of India, Elphinstone's pro-
phetic forecast seems hardly to have atiracted the
attention it deserves.

As early as May, 1819, while still in the Deccan, he
wrote to Malcolm:

*Sooner or later, it is probably desirable that we should
have all the country. . .If we can then manage our native
army, and keep out the Russians?, T see nothing to threateu
the safety of our empire, until the natives become enlightened
under our tuition, and & separation becomes desirable to
both parties.’

In a letter to Mackintosh of the following month,
he speaks out yet more freely :

‘T am ofraid the belief that our Indian Empire will not
be long-lived is reason, and not prejudice. It is difficult to
guess the death it moy die; but if it escapes the Russians,
and other foreign attacks, I think the seeds of its ruin will

1 Observe thal il is no longer the French who are the cause of
anxiely.
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be found in the mnative army—n delicate and dangerous
machine, which a little mismanagement may casily turn
ngainst us. 'The most desirable death for us to die of should
be, the improvement of the natives reaching such a pitch as
would render it impossible for a foreign nation to vetain the
government ; but this seoms at an immeasurable distance. . ..
A time of sepuration musi come ; and it is for our interest
to have an carly separation [rom a civilised peopls, rather
than o violent rupture with a barbarous nation, in which it
iy probable that all our settlers and even our commeroe
would perish, along with all the institutions we had intro-
duced into the country.

On the occasion of the mutiny at Barrackpur (1826),
he writes to Metcalfe in less desponding tones :

‘T used to think our empire made of glass; but when one
considers the rough usage it has stood, both in old times and
recent, ano is apt to think it is made of iron. I believe it ia
of steel, which cuts through everything if you keep its

edge even, but it is very apt to snap short if it falls into
ungkiliul hands.’

Nor were these speculations confined to private
correspondence. They were convictions which Elphin-
stone did his best to carry out in practical adminis-
tration, and which he ventured to incorporate in his
official minutes. In his Report on the Decean (1819),
from which many quotations have already been made,
he advocated the creation of posts for natives with a
salary of not less than #£1200 a year, on the ground
that ‘ economy, no less than policy, requires liberal
pay when there is considerable trust—a maxim long
sinco confirmed in its application to the natives by
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the experience and sagacity of General Munro” One
of his first plans at Bombay (1820) — which was
thwarted by the opposition of his colleagues in Counecil
—was to graft a native college on the proposed Euro-
pean one, 50 a8 to educate native instruments of
government by the side of young civil servants, and
likewise to preserve and cncourage native learning.
Two years later (1822), on hearing that Munro had
inslituled something like a Native Board of Revenue
at Madras, Le writes to him for particulars:

‘It seems to be one great advantage of the srrangement
that it opens o door to the employment of natives in high
and eflicient situations. I should be happy to know if you
think the plan can be extended fo the judiciul or any other
line. Besides the necessity for having good native advisers
in governing natives, it is necessary that we should pave
the way for Lthe introduction of the patives to some share in
the government of their own country. It may be half a
century before we are obliged to do so; but the system of
government and education which we have already established
must, some time or other, work such o change on the people
of this country that it will be impossible to confine them to
subordinate employments; and if we have not previously
opened vents for their ambition and ability, we may expect
an explosion which will overturn our government.’

And again, in 1826, in & letter to Henry Ellis—sug-
gested by some public proposals of his in favour of
the admission of natives to all offices—he writes :

¢TIt has always been a fovourite notion of mine that our

object ouglt 1o be to place ourselves in the same relution to
the natives that the Tavtars are in to the Chincse: rotain-
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ing the government and military power, but gradually
relinquishing all share in the civil adwministration, except
that degree of control which is necessary to give the whole
an impulse and direction. This operation must be so gradual
that it need not even alarm the Directors (as you suppose)
for their civil patronage; but it onght to be kept in mind,
and all our measures ought to teud to that object. The
first steps are to commence a systematic education of the
natives for civil offices, to make over to them at once a
larger share of judicial business, to increase their emolu-
ments generally, and to open a {few high prizes for the most
able and honest among them. The period when they may be
admitted into Council (as you propose) seems to be distanti;
but they might very safely be counsulted on all topies mot
political, and where there were no secrets to keep and no
places to dispose of.

Finally, no less radical views are to he found in &
Minute on Education (1824), which was undoubtedly
intended to come under the eyes of the Court of
Directorsa:

¢If cara were taken to qualify the natives for the public
service, and afterwards to encourage their employment, the
picture would soon be veversed. At no very distant day we
might see nabives engaged in superintending o portion of a
district ns the European Assistants are now. In a more
advanced stage, they might sometimes be Registrars and
Sub-collectors, or even Collectors and Judges; and it may
not be too visionary to suppose & period at which they
might bear to the English nesrly the relation which the
Chinese do to the Tartars, the Europesns retaining the
government and the military power, while the natives filled
u large portion of the civil stations, and many of the sub-
ordinate employments in the army.
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‘It may be nrged that, if we raise the uatives to an
equality with ourselves by educntion, and at the same time
admit them to a share in their own government, it is not
likely they will ba content with the position assigned to them,
or will ever rest until they have made good their title to
the whole. 1f cannot be denied that there is much ground
for the apprechension, but I do not see that we arve at all
more gecure on any other plun. [f we endenvour to depress
the natives, our government may be overthrown by their
rosistance ; and such a catastrophe would be more disustroas
and move disgruceful than thal just suppoesed. Even if we
succeeded in the attempt, our empire, bheing unconnected
with the people, would be liable to be subverted cither by
foreign conquest or by the revoll of our descendants; and it
is better for our honour and interest, as well as for the
welfare of mankind, that we should resign our power into
the hands of the people for whase beuefit it iz entrusted,
than that it should be wrested from us by a vival nation, ur
clnimed as o bivthright by a handful of creoles.

‘These spaculations may scem to be pushed tuvo far,
and they are certainly not proportioned to the limited
question which has given rise to them. But if is necessary
to fix on some system towards which our measures should be
directed, since it is impossible to make a good choice of the
means until we have come to a determination as to the epd
to be attained. If it is not thought desirable that the
natives should at some future period be admitted to a share
in the administration of the government, it would be highly
impolitic and inconsistent to take even these partial measures
for their improvement, or to retard their progress to a state
of depression in which alone they can be expected to reconcile
themselves to the station for which they ave destined.

Nearly thirty years later (1850), Elphinstone ex-

t
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pressed identically the same opinions in a letter to
Charles Hay Cameron, suggosted by tho refusal of the
Court of Directors to appoint a qualified native to
the covenanted medical servicel. In 1854 again, in
reference to a book about China, he wrote to Sir T. E.
Colebrooke, his biographer:

¢ The moral is that we must not dream of perpetual posses-
sion, but must apply ourselves to bring the natives inilo a
state thut will admit of their governing themselves in a
manner that may be beneficial to our interest as well as their
own aud that of the rest of the world; and to take the
glory of the achievement and the sense of having done our
duty for the chief reward of our exertions.’

Nor was Elphinstone’s deliberate judgment modified
one whit by the disturbing events of the Mutiny. In
the very year (1858) before his death, when the gov-
ernment of India was being remodelled in Parliament,
on its transfer from the Company to the Crownm, we
find him praising Mr. Gladstone as the only speaker
of note who had laid stress on the supreme importance
of making ¢ the Indian nation ’ contented ; and remark-
ing that a time must come when natives will have to
be introduced into the new Couneil of the Secretary of
State.

In accordance with these principles, Elphinstone
always advoocated the importance of maintaining free
intercourse with natives, on the terms of the old

! This letter is printad at the end of Cameron’s dddress fo Parlia-
ment on the Duties of Great Britain to India in respect of the Education of
the Nutives and their Officiul Employment (Longmans, 1853).
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Mardthé simplicity ; and he enforced the lesson by his
own example. We have already seen how Bishop
Heber remarked upon ‘the countenance and famili-
arity which he extends to all the natives of rank who
approach him.” So, in his Deccan Report (1819), we
find him laying it down that ‘ gentlemen ought to
receive the natives often, when not on business’; for
¢ this intercourse with the natives is as much a point
of duty, and contributes as mueh to good government,
as the doteils in which wo are generally occupied.’
And, again, in a letter to Strachey (1821), It is not,
enough to give good laws, or even good courts; you
must take the people along with you, and give them
a share in your feelings, which can only be done hy
sharing theirs’ That Elphinstone’s own offorts in
this direction were not thrown away is attested by
the address presented to him on resigning office by
the natives of Bombay, in which special stress is laid
upon his ¢ affable and encouraging manners, and free-
dom from prejudice.’

Elphingtone’s interest in education will bo re-
membered as long as the College bearing his name
stands at Bombay. But the extent of his interest
was by no means limited to the teaching in English
now given in that institution. It is hardly too much
to say that he was tho founder of that systemn of
instruction, both in the vernacular languages and in
English, which has contributed as much a3 its geogra-
phical position to give Bombay pre-eminence over eer-
tain other provinces. His Minute on Education, dated
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March, 18241, ranks as an historical document with
his Deccan Report; but this is only one of a long
series which he wrote on the subject. While at
Poona, he had diverted the Dakshina endowment to
the foundation of an institution for Sanskrit learning,
which has gradually developed into the Poona College ;
and he took measures to improve the existing village
schools by the printing and distribution of well-chosen
books of Hindu morality.

At this time, Bombay was probably the most back-
ward of all the Presidencies in respect of education.
The chaplaing of the Company were expected to super-
vige a few charity schools, in addition to their other
duties. Missionary effort was almost confined to a
small party of Americans, who came to Bombay about
1814. A Bociety for the Promotion of the Education
of the Poor, on the model of the Education Society in
Bengal, was established in 1820, as tho result of a
public meeting at which Elphinstone presided; and
it was through the voluntary agency of this sociely
that all education in the vernacular languages was
conducted during the next sixteen yecars, Elphin~
stono obtained for the society a grant of #5000, to be
devoted to the printing of books and the purchase of
prizes, thus leaving the subscriptions of members free
for providing & mnormal school for training native
teachers. He also ordered that an elaborate set of
enquiries should be conducted by local officers into

' This Minute, but not the others, has been printed by Mr. ¢. 'W.
Forres! in his Selecifons.
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the existing provision for primary instruction. The
result of these inquiries, which was not made known
until 1832, disclosed a total of 1705 schools with
35,143 scholars in ¢ the British territorics dependent
on Bombay,’ with a total population estimated at
nearly four and three-quarter millions of souls. In
tho year 18go the corresponding figuves for the whole
of Bombay were 11,716 schools and 591,627 pupils:
while the population was returned by the Census of
1891 at nearly nineteen millions.

Elphinstone’s educational policy encountored no
liitle opposition, from the Court of Directors as well
a8 fromn his own Counecil. One of his most cherighes
projecis was to found a college at Bowbay for young
civilians, on & more nodest scale than Wellesley's
Fort William College, but with a special department
for the training of native officials. The latter part of
the scheme was opposed by his colleagues, while the
whole failed to obtain the sanction of the authorities
at home. He had also great difficulty in preserving
the Poons College, though he proved that it was no
charge on the Company's revonue, being maintained
entirely out of alienated funds. In particular, he
defended the professorship of Sanskrit poetry in the
following noble plea, inspired by his own enthusiasm
for the Greek and Latin classics, for Sanskrit itself
was to him a sealed book :

‘Even without the cxample and ussistunce of a more
civilised nation, the science possessed by overy people iy
gradually superseded by their own discoveries as they

N



194 MOUNTSTUART ELPHINSTONE

advence in kmowledge, and their early works fall into disuse
and into oblivion. But it is otherwise with their poetry :
the standard works maintain their reputation undiminished
in every age, they form the models of composition and the
fountains of classical languege; and the writers of the
rudest ages are those who contribute the most fo the delight
and refinement, of the most improved of their posterity.’

With regard to the general subject of education, he
wrote, in language that has not yet lost its signifi-
cance :

‘It is diffioult to imagine an undertaking in which our
duty, our interest, and our honour are more immediately
concerned. It is now well understood that in all countries
the happiness of the poor depends in a great measure on
their education, It is by means of it alone that they can
acquire those habits of pradence and self-respect from which
all other good qualities spring; and if ever there was s
country where such habits are required, it is this. We have
all often heard of the ills of early marriage and overflowing
population ; of the savings of a life squandered on some one
oocasion of festivity ; of the helplessness of the rdyats which
renders them & prey to money-lenders; of their indifference
to good clothes and houses, which has been urged on some
occasions as an argument sagainst lowering the public
demands on them; and finally, of the vanity of all laws to
protect them when no individual can be found who has spirit
enough to take advantage of those enacted in their favour.
There is but one remedy for all this, which is edueation.’

The actual measures that he proposed are thus
. summarised :

(r) ¢To improve the mode of teaching at the native
schools, and to incresse their number ; (2) to supply them
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with school-books; (3) to hold out some encouragement
to the lower orders of natives to avail themsclves of the
means of instruclion thus afforded them; (4) to establish
schools for teaching the European sciences and improvements
in the higher branches of education; (5) to provide for the
preparation and publication of books of mornl and physieal
science in native languages; (6) to establish schouls for the
purpose of {enching English to those disposed to puisue it us
o olassical language, und as o means of acquiring a know-
ledge of the European discoveries; (%) to hold furth en-
courngement to the ualives in the pursuit of thuse last
branches of knowledge.

When judged by the standard to which education
in Bombay has long ago attained, this programme may
not appear very ambitious; but it was then as much
in advance of the spirit of the age as it now is behind
it. Elphinstone was himself careful to eonciliate the
Court of Directors, by arguing that the cost would
only to a moderate extent fall upon the Company: that
of the schools was to be borne by the villages ; that of
the prizes and professors by funds already alienated;
the press, as the demand for books increased, would
be self-supporting; while the services of the vaeeci-
nators were to be enlisted as voluntary school-inspee-
tors. At least one member of Council objected to
any interference with village schools, arguing that the
Government should confine its assistance to English
education. No step involving expenditure could be
taken without a reference to the authorities at home ;
and the necessary sanction secins not to have arrived
until after Elphinstone had left India. In 1828, the

N2
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first English school was opened at Bombay, and about
the same time an English department was attached to
the Sangkrit College at Poona. The battle between
Engligh and the vernacular as the medium of instrue-
tion was ultimately fought out at Calcutta, and won
by Macaulay as the champion of English. At Bombay,
the judicious compromise advocated by Ilphinstone
long held its ground.

It was fitting that Elphinstone’s rule at Bombay
should be commomorated by the esteblishment of an
English colloge, towards which natives wero the largest
subscribers, When he first heard of the proposal, he
is reported to have said, ‘hoc pobius mille signis’
The original plan was to found ¢ professorships for the
purpose of teaching the natives the English language,
and the arls, sciences, and literature of Europe—to he
held in the firet instance by learned men to be inviled
from Great Britain, until natives of the country should
be found perfectly compelent to undertake the office.’
A sum of about £27,000 was quickly subseribod, to
which the Government added as much more, and algo
allowed a liberal rate of interest on the whole. So
great, however, was the procrastination of those days,
that the Elphinstone Institution was not actually
opened until 1834, seven years after Elphinstone had
left India. It then comprised three objects: (1) a
college departmont, to which holders of scholarships,
twenty in number, were alone admiited, and where the
subjects taught included English composition, logie,
political economy, higher mathematics, and physical
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seience ; (2) a middle school, in which both English
and the vernacular wore taught; and (3) a number of
vernacular schools. Professorships of botany and
chemistry were added in 1846. But it was not until
1873 that the college received its full staff, which now
consists of seven professors, of whom all but two are
Englishmen. During the last twenty ycars the prin-
cipal has been Mr, William Wordsworth, & grandson of
tho poet. Meanwhile, in 1857, the Elphinstone Collegoe
found its place within the Bombay University, founded
during the year of the Mutiny, while Lord Elphin-
stone, the nephew of Mountstuart, was Governor of
Bombay ; and in December, 1868, the new buildings
were inaugurated by Lord Mayo, who commented
upon the parl played by two Elphinstones in the edu-
cational history of the Presidency.

We have now accompanicd Elphinstone to the
close of his Governorship. In those days there was
not, a8 now, & fixed term of five years. But Elphin-
stone felt that he had ruled long enough. After an
unbroken service of more than thirty years, he was
fully entitled to claim his retirement. His old long-
ing for home had somewhat died away, but it was
suceeeded by a strong desire to visit the classical
gites of Grecce and Italy. He felt that he had done
enough for fame, while some accident might imperil
the reputation he bad won. The dispule with the
Supreme Court, and the lack of encouragement in
his educational schemes, alike troubled him. Above
all, he was doubtful whether his health was not
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becoming affected by the hot and rainy eclimate
of Bombay. Accordingly, after much deliberation,
he finally made up his mind to send in his resignation.
This resolve was formed in June, 18267, during s
farewell vigit to the Deccan. By May, 1824, he
seems to have received the welcome tidings of
Maleolin’s appointnent as his successor; but he still
had to wait until Maleolm arrived in the following
October. All through the intervening period his
thoughts were elsowhere. He set to work, like a
schoolboy, to make a calendar, in which Wednesday
(the Council day) was erased week by week for ten
months. In February, he wrote in his diary: ¢ Eight
months of India and one of misery at sea are yet to
clapse before I stand a single horseman on thoe desert.’
His dreams were all of Greece; and he accumulated
a library of Greek travel, beginning with Pausanias,
and ending with Clarke and Chandler, Gell and
Leake.

Elphinstone bhanded over office to Malcolm on. the
18t of November, 1827, the anniversary of the day on
which he had himself taken his seat as Governor
eight years before®. The following fortnight was
occupied with the bitter-sweet festivitics of leave.
taking, about which his own diary is silent. He was
requested to sit to Sir Thomas Lawrence for his
portrait, which was placed in the rooms of the

! Not 1833, ns erroneously statod by Colebrooke (ii. 183).

* Qfficinlly his appointment in England dates from the 7th of
October, 1818. Soe The Book of Dignities (ed. 1890), . 659
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Education Society'; and a noble statue by Chantrey
also stands in the Town Hall. Addresses poured in
upon him—from the British residents in the Pre-
sidency, {from the civil and military officers serving
in the Deccan, from the clergy, and [rom the mem-
bers of the Literary Society (the precursor of the
Bombay branch of the Asiatic Society). But his bost
memorial is to be found in the native address an-
nouncing the foundation of the Elphinstone Institu-
tion, the beginning of which runs as follows:

¢ We, the native princes, chiefs, gentlemen, and inhahitants
of Bombay, its dependencies, and allied {erritories, cannot
contemplate your approaching departure from the country
without endeavouring to express, however faintly, the most
profound and lasting regret which has been occasioned in our
minds by your resignation of the government of this IPresi-
dency, Tor until you became Commissiover in the Deccan
and Governor of Bombay, never had we been enabled to
appreciate correctly the invaluable benefits which the
British dominion is caleulated to diffuse throughout the
whole of India. But having beheld with admiration, for so
long a period, the affable and encouraging manners, the
freedom from prejudice, the consideration at all times
evinced for the interests and welfare of the people of this
country, the regard shown to their ancient customs and lows,
the constant cndenvours to extend amongst them the in-
estimable advantages of intellectual and moral improvement,
the commanding abilities applied to ensure permanent

1 This portrail, which is a full-length, now hangs in the Library
of Elphinstone College.—Mr, R. G. Oxanham, the present Prineipal,
writea that it was not quite finished whon tho painler died, and
was completed by a pupil,
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ameliorations in the condition of all clasres, and Lo promoate
their prosperity on the soundest principles, by which your
private and public conduct has been so pre-cminently dis-
tinguished, we are led to consider the influence of the British
Govornment as the most important and desirable blessing
which the Supreme Being could have hestowed on our
native land.

May we not say that Oriental hyperbole here coin-
cides with the language of truth %



CHAPTER XI

ReTURN HoMmE: RETIREMENT IN ENGLAND
1828-—1859

Waer Elphinstone left Bombay ho was forty-
eight years old—an age at which many men in Eng-
land are only beginning to take a promineni part in
public affairs, More than thirty years of life still
remained to him; but, though offers of employment
wore nobt wanting, his career as a man of action had
now finally closed. His health had been affected
by thirty-one years’ continuous residence in a hot
climate ; he had acquired a modest competence as the
result of his savings; and his personal inelination
turned to books, travel, and the society of friends to
occupy and soothe the remainder of hig days. His
early ambition had not been fully satisfied ; but as
time went on, he distrusted his own abilities, and
latterly he shrank, with almost morbid diffidenece,
from venturing into any untried sphere of activity.
More wise than some of his contemporaries, he recog-
nised from the first that his work in India bad dis-
qualified him {o compete with politicians at home.
And his wisdom was still more conspicuously shown
by his disinclination to criticise events which had taken
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place in India under changed circumstances. His
unique experience was always at the disposal of those
who cared to consult him; but he never voluntcered
his advice, and he never degenerated into either a
partisan or a luwudator temporis acti. This closing
period of his life forms a prolonged evening, golden
and mellow, though flecked with clouds, which fitly
ends a day of such early promise and sustained
achievement.

Elphinstone left Bombay in November, 1827, but
he did not arrivo in England until May, 1829. The
eighteen months that intervened were spent in
travelling leisurely through Egypt, Syria, Asia Minor,
Greece, and Italy, in company with a doctor and one
or two Indian fricnds, The East happened to be in one
of its recurrent paroxysms, which rendered the jour-
ney somewhat exciting. The Groek revolt was then
at its height, and Russia declared war against Turkey
just before the party reached Constantinople. As
seems to have been customary before the opening of
the overland route, they entered Egypt by way of
Kosseir on the Red Sea, the port that had been used
by Sir David Baird’s Indian expedition some twenty
years previously. Thence they marched across the
desert to the Nile, where they visited the ruins of
Karnak and Thebes, under the guidance of Sir
Gardiner Wilkinson, Mehemet Ali was absent from
Egypt, but he bad left orders that every civility
should be extended to them. Their troubles began
at Alexandria, ‘They learned that the plague was
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raging in Palestine, and that they would not be
allowed to visit Asia Minor without a firmén from
the Porte. At last, thoy managed to chartor a Sar-
dinian vessel, which landed them at Jaffa; and they
made a tour through Palestine under the protection
of an Austrian passport. This tour was extended as
far as Baalbec and the ruined city of Jerash beyond
Jordan, thon little visited. Returning through the
Lebanon, they rejoined their vessel at Beyrout, whero
they resumed their English nationalily, and carried
off with them the British consul, in defiance of the
Pagha. Aller touching at Cyprus, and exploring the
ruined sifes on the seacoast of Liyela, they visited
Rhodes and Cos, and finally abandoned their ship at
Bidrin, the ancient Halicarnassus. Here they started
on their adventurous journsy along the mainland to
Constantinople, without waiting for a firmén. How-
ever, they met everywhere with hospitable entertain-
ment from the Aghas (hereditary chieftains), and
reached their destination in safety, via Smyrna,
Sardis, and the Troad. With an invading army of
Russians at Shumla, Constantinople was nota place to
linger in, though Elphinstone had no reason to com-
plain of his treatment by the Turks. Accordingly,
he engaged a ship for two months, and sailed for
Athens.

In the early morning of the srd of August (1828)
— nearly nine months after leaving Bombay —
Elphinstone found himself under the marble columns
that crown the cliff of Sunium ; and later in the
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day he was ‘electrified with tho sight of the Par-
thenon,” through a teloscope. Bul ho was never de-
stined 1o tread the summit of the Acropolis, tho goal
of 8o many years of longing. Athens was then occu-
pied by the Turks, and blockaded by a Greck
squadron, whose head-quarters were at Poros, on the
opposite shore of the Saronic Gulf. After a dolay of
ton days, Elphinstone was fortunate enough to obtain
the convoy of a British man-of-war, whose captain
landed him at the Peiracus, and gave him letters to
the Turkish Selihdér (commandant), No difficulty was
now offered to entering Athens, where he stayed for
nearly a fortnight, wandering about as if in a dream,
his eyes charmed with all he saw, and his mind
orowded with classical reminiscences. But noither
cntreaties nor presents could prevail with the Turks
to admit him to the Acropolis, which was then the
citadel of the town, and had lately been tho sceno of
fighting. Similar suspicions prevented him from
visiting Thermopylae and Delphi. Nevertheless, he
wrote of Athens in his diary: ¢ There is no place I
have seen in my travels that I have enjoyed so much,
or shall remember with so much pleasure.’

It is interesting to learn what judgment Elphin-
stone formed of the Turks, after his experience of
other Muhammadans :

‘Their great fault is their pride, which disgusts one the
more because it is religious rather than national. Allow-
ance being made for thet, they are very courteous, hospitable,
and obliging. They bave through all ranks great self-respeoi,
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and are far ahove most of the sorts of meanuess practised
by other Asialics. ... They are, however, capricious and
obstinate, and apt to be violent, but oftener sullen when
opposed. They ave ignorant and credulous beyoud belief,
and will listen to any story that flatters their vanity or falls
in with their prejudices. They may seem now to be sensible
of the superiority of Europeans in all sorts of knowledge
except religious, and most of them seem to nee the necessity
of some sort of imitation of our system. But pone seom
prepared for the sacrificc remdered necessary by such o
change; and the consequence is almost nniversal discontent
with the present Government, and a totel indifferenco to the
suceess of its mensures, foreign or domestic.’

After returning to the Greek head-quarters, Elphin-
stone visited Eleusis, ‘Gell in hand.’ At Megara he
found Prince Ypsilanti, the Greek generalissimo, who
gave him a dinner, at which all had to sit cross-
logged. Thence he passed, through Corinth, to
Sieyon, Myecenao, Argos, and Tiryns. Concerning
the last place, he remarks, in the spirit of Dr. Schlie-
mann :

‘Tt is singular to walk where Hercules has often trod,

and to stand on the identical walls from whence he hurled
Iphitus.’

At Nauplia, he expresses this opinion of the Greeks,
with whom he had not boen prepossessed on first
acquaintance :

¢T find all of that nation very civil, mnch disposed to
acknowledge the assistanca of the allies, and by no means

such braggarts as [ had expected, The country people seem
civil quiet men, though not equal to the Tarkish pessantry.
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They aro said to be thieves, to which, from the loss of little
articles, I can tesiify, as well as to their love of music and
noise of all kinds. I have not observed them cheat more
than other people’

From Nauplia he went, past the site of Sparta, to
the Gulf of Messene, where a French force had just
been. landed. Here he found Stratford Canning, who
had come from Constantinople to eonfer with Capo
dTstria, who held the title of President of Hellas.
But Canning fell to loggerheads with the French and
Russian representalives, and some time had yet to
pass before the Egyptian troops under Ibrahim Pasha
evacuated the Morea. Elphinstone was therefore
advised to turn back, instead of going on to Navarino
28 he had proposed. On his way he paid & very in-
teresting visit to Kolokotroni, the most famous of the
Klephts who fought in the War of Indepondonce. At
Nauplia he engaged a Greck vessel for a cruise among
the Cyclades, and landed at all tbe islands in lwn.
Returning once more to the Morea, which was now
freed from Turks, he traversed tho middle of Arcadia
on his way to Olympia, where he commented on the
puerility of the Olympic games, and on the comfort
of his entertainment in the hovel of a peasant.

Thenceforth be was in a civilised land and among
friends; for his cousin, Sir Frederick Adam, was
Commissioner of the Ionian Islands, and British
cruisers were at his service. Ong of these landed him
at Ithaca, where he was dissatisfied with the identifi-
sations of Homeric sites proposed by the inhabitants.
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From Corfu he crossed over in a *steamboat,’— which
he mentions without surprise or curiosity — to
Brindisi. The winter was passed quietly at Naples
and Rome, which he frequevtly revisited in subse-
quent years; but it may be noted thal, on his way
to Naples, he turned aside to inspect the battlefield of
Cannae. In the spring he directed his steps home-
wards, through Northern Italy and France. At Venico
he had s long conversation with Count Haugwilz, the
Prussian Mipister ; and in Paris ho met Talleyrand, at
the house of Madame Flahault. He reached Calais
on the 18t of May, 1829, and wrote in his diary :

‘1 close my travels with littla hope that I shall ever pass so
pleasant a period again. The great charm was the perfech
frecdom from care and restraint, combined (which it scarce
ever is) with perfect exemption from enpui. Whoeever
wishes to enjoy occupation without Iabour, and inferest
without anxiety, or to compress into s moderate period the
greatest beaulies of art and nature, the most impressive
recollections of ancient times, and the most striking peculiar-
ities of modern manners, could searcely attain his object
better than by entering on the journey which I am now
coneluding.’

Elphinstone returned home, after an absence of
thirty-three years, with mingled feelings. The
patriotism learnt in the school of Wellesley and
Woellington inspired the following reflection ab
Calais :

*I have long looked on Britain from a distance, vot only
as my own country, but as the country of yreat men, and of
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memorable events; and I feel the same sort of enthusisam
and respeet for it that I felt for Ttaly and Greece.

And again, when posting up to town through Kent,
literary reminiscences overpowered him:

< Every sort of association, from the Edwords and Henrys,
Hampden and Sidney, down to Tem Jones and Parson
Adams, and almest all the poctical descriptions in our
language, combine (o heighten the resl charms of the rich
and beautiful Jandscape.’

But when once arrived in London, the lonesome-
ness of the returned exile seized upon him. Long
before, at Poona, he bad compared Anglo-Indians,
looking hack to tho couniry where they had been
useful and distinguished, to the ghosts of Homer's
heroes, who preferred the exertions of a labourer on
the earth to all the listless enjoyments of Elysium,
So now, he applied to himself tho passage in the
Odyssey (ii. 174), where Halitherses prophesies con-
cerning Ulysses:

iy rard woAAd madévr’, dhéoarr’ dmo wdvras éralpovs,
YAyvagroy whyrecat [rparosrd) bnavrd
Olkad’ Eedoeqbar,

It may be doubted whether Elphinstone cver be-
came completely naturalised to English life. He had
few strong ties remaining, either of blood or friend-
ghip. The publicity and garrulousness of politics
were alike abhorrent to him; nor would his pride
allow him to take port in those semi-public dulies
that are expected from a country gentleman. His
constitutional shyness grew upon him, and he gradu-
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ally retired more and more into the scclusion of his
own library. After a few trips to Scotland, to revisit
his boyish haunts, and to exercise his privilege as a
county elector, and several winters passed in Italy,
be settled down as an old man before his time—first,
in chambers in the Albany, and afterwards at Hook-
wood, & retired country-house in Surrey, necar the
borders of Kent. Not that he became a rocluse until
the very last. On his first arrival in England he
mixed freely in society. He was elocted a member
of ¢ The Club’ and of the Diletlanti ; he subscribed to
Almack’s, and he frequented the theatre and the
opera. He was a welcomo guest at Holland House ;
and while at Edinburgh made the acquaintance of
Cockburn and Jeffrey and Sir Walter Scott, Even
after his health had failed, he was always glad to
receive visilors who werc connected with India, or
who could converse with him on literary subjects.
When the whole course of his life in England is
considered, there can be little doubt of the correctness
of his own decision, that his publie career was finished.
But it was natural that his friends should think dif-
fevently. During his first season in London (182¢).
Anglo-Indians talked about him as destined to be
employed at tho head of the Board of Control. His
relatives urged him to enter Parliament as member
for Lanarkshire, where his family still exercised influ-
cnce. The Duke of Wellington, who was now Premier,
openly said that he ought to return to India, possibly
as Governor-General. Lord Ellenborough, doubtless
o
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at the Duke’s suggestion, offered him the post of
Ambassador to Persia; but Elphinstone replied that
¢ nothing would ever induce him to go to Asia again.’
A fow years later, after the novelty of his freedom
had worn off, he was more strongly tempted. In
" August, 1834, when Lord William Bentinck’s term of
office as Govornor-General was drawing to a close, the
Chairman of the Company wrote to him, proposing
to submit his name to the Ministry, together with
that of Metcalfe, as Lord William’s successor. Elphin-
stone pleaded physical infirmity, in the words of
Evander (Virg. Aen. viil. 508, 509):
‘8ed mihi tarda gelu morbisque? effela senectus
Invidet imperium.’

Nor could he be moved from his determination by
a second more pressing letter. Towards the ond of
this year, the Whig Ministry was dismissed, and Lord
Ellenborough came back to the Board of Control.
One of his first acts was to endeavour to secure Elphin-
stone's services as permanent Under-Secretary. When
this failed, be offered Elphinstone the still vacant
succeesion to the Governor-Generalship ; but again in
vain. A few weeka later, Elphinstone received yet
another proposal—to proceed to Canada as Commis-
sioner to settle the hitter quarrel then raging between
the colony and the mother-country. When he refused
this also, Metealfe, already stricken with a mortal ill-
ness, undertook the duty.

It is not altogether easy to appreciate Elphinstone’s

! saeclisque in the original,
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motives for declining the Governor-Generalship, though
they have been printed at length by his biographer.
He was only fifty-five years old, and had still, as it
turned out, twenty-five years more before him ; while
Cornwallis went out for the second time to India at
the age of sixty-six. And his refusal stands out mare
prominently in the light of history, when one reflects
that he might have saved India from the First Afghan
Waz. Elphinstono himself wrote in his diary, with a
reminiscence of Walter Scott :

¢If there had been the least prospect of usefulness or dis-
tinction, I should not have thought of my health for a single
moment. I am much cooled since old times, but I would
still give all the rest of my life with delight for one moment
of real glory.

The truth seems to be, he was firmly persuaded that
the situation in India wes not such as to demand from
him the sacrifice of his literary leisure; while he was
equally convinced that the ordinary duties of the
office wonld be distasteful to him, and that his health
would certainly break down. Accordingly, he per-
mitted his personal inclinations to bias his sense of
duty ; and for this error of judgment he must be con-
demned to occupy a lower place than he might other-
wise have held among the Rulers of India.

A fow years later, his heslth did break down. In
March, 1836, he was compelled to withdraw from
the Royal Commission appointed to inquire into the
means of religious instruetion in Scotland, on which
he had accepted a seat. In the antumn of 1839, he

02
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suffered from another sharp atlack of illness, a recur-
rence of whieh,in the winter of 1840-41, loft him ever
afterwards an invalid.

But before this he had managed to write and publish
his History of India, by which his name is perhaps
besl known at this day to the general public. The
design of such an enterprise had long occupied
his mind, ever since his literary ambilion was fust
stirred by the favourable reception of his work on
Kébul. So far back as 1816, while he was still Resi-
dent at the court of the Peshwa, we find the following
entries in his diary :

* It struck me this morning, in talking after breakfast about
the revolutions in Poong, thet an interesting history might be
produced of the Marith4 empire, and thai the time when such
a work might be produced is rapidly passing away.’

And a few monihs later:

¢ It bos always been a greal source of uneasiness to me 1hat
I should be at & loss for something to do after I go to
England. To remedy this, 1 have thought of writing a
Maraths history, or a history of the fall of the Mughal
empire and the rise of ours. I now think of a translation of
Arrian, with a commentary, chisfly geographical.

Ten years afterwards, while at Bombay, the same idea
recurs, as & solace for old age:

* Thig may be obtained if one can enter on any long work
that holds oul & reasonable prospect of reputation ; such, for

instance, as a history of India. But this must not be under-
talken too soon.’

Elphinstone does not seem to have made any special
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eollections for the purpose while in India, though
Hindu antiquities and Muhammadan chronicles always
intorested him; nor do we find him complaining
of the loss of his library, burnt just before the
battle of Kirki. The history of the Mardthés he re-
signed in favour of his friend and former assistant,
Captain Grant Duff, whom he assisted with references
to public and private documents, and whose carly
chapters he subjected to a critical but sympathetic
revision. Another friend, Erskine, took up the history
of the early Mughals, though his learned works failed
to meet with popular favour.

It wes not until 1834, when he had been five years
at home, that Elphinstone seriously addressed himself
to his task, at the very time that he was refusing the
CGovernor-Generalship. His first draft of the early
Hindu period was finished in & fow months, and then
laid aside. In 1836, he again took up the work, and
wont steadily on with it. After completing bis sketch
of the Muhammadan period, he began to write the
story of the foundation of British rule, which had
always formed part of his original design. But many
circumstanecs now conspired to damp the enterprise.
His health was perceptibly failing, each successive
attack of illness Jeaving him more feeble. He dis-
trusted his own capacity for continuous narrative, An
examination of Mill's standard History showed him
that his own estimate of persons and events did
not materially diffor from the accepted one. Finally,
the appearance of Macaulay’s two famous essays on
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Clive (January, 1840) and Warren Hastings (October,
1841) confirmed him in his resolution to abandon the
English period of Indian history.

Meanwhile, he had consulted Jeffrey about the advi-
sability of bringing out the earlier portion by itself.
Jeffrey’s advice to publish was warm and decided,
though it was not accompanied by any extravagaut
estimato of the book. John Murray undertook the
publication; and in 1841 appeared The History of
Indio — Hindu and Mohometan Periods, which
shows, by its title-page, that it was intended to be
introductory to a larger work. Such as it is, it has
held ils own to the present day, with the notes of
Prof. E. B. Cowell, as the standard authorily on the
period. If it be found dull by the general rcader, that
may fairly be set down to the subject ; the knowledge,
the clearness, the impartiality, the sympathetie troat-
ment, are Elphinstone’s own. In 1887, Sir T. E. Cole-
brooke put together out of Elphinstone’s papers a
posthumous volume, to which he gave the title of The
Rise of the British Power im the East. This only
covers the epoch of Clive; and, while the skotch of
Clive's character was worth preserving, it must be con-
feased that a perusal of the book justifies the author’s
self-criticism, that he had no talent for narration.

Though Elphinstone lived for eighteen years after
the publication of his History, little more remains to
be said. He had become a confirmed invalid. Drow-
siness, deafness, weakness of sight, and other physical
- infirmities anticipated the approach of old age.
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But his intellectual faculties remained unimpaired to
the last; and with them survived his interests in India
and in literature, Indian governors, young Members
of Parliament, and political writers alike came to con-
sult the Sage of Hookwood on Oriental aflajivs, He
took an active interest in the debate in the House of
Commons on the bill for transferring the government
from the Company to the Crown, only a year hefore
his death.

¢ He was always a great reader of novels, and during the
first year or two of his country lifo he gave himself up to the
drama, ancient and modern. One of the volumes of journals,
vanging over about a year, consists almost solely of short
notes on the plays of Ben Jonson, Marlowe, Beaumont and
TFletoher, Shirley, Massinger, Congreve and Otway, Plautns
and Terence, Metastasio, Monti, and Molidre, with occa-
sional glimpees of Bhakspere and Buripides.

‘His love for poetry amounted to a passion. He would
discuss his favourite authors with the enthusiasm of a boy;
and one of the last occasions on which he left bome on any
tour of pleasure was to visit, in Cornwall, the scenes of King
Arthur's battles.

In view of the practice of the present day, it may
appear strange that Elphinstone never received any
mark of titular distinction. After the battle of Kirkf,
indeed, he was offered a baronetcy, which his family
declined on his behalf, and he entirely acquiesced in
their decision. Af that time, it seems that he would
have heen pleased with the Commandership of the Bath
in the civil division, with which Malcolm's services
were rewarded. He was nover admitted to the Privy »
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Couneil, as was Holt Mackenzie, on being appointed
to the Board of Control. His biographer docs not
confirm the rumour, which has found its way into
print, that he refused the peerage which Metealfe
accepted. Oxford alone recogmised his merits by
conferring upon him the honorary degreo of D.C.L. at
the Commemoration of 1834.

No record of Mountstuart Elphinstone would be
complete which omitted all mention of his religious
views. Bishop Heberl, in defending him against an
absurd imputation of being ‘devoid of religion and
blinded to all spiritual truth,” exred somowhat in the
other direction, by ascribing to him greater orthodoxy
than he ever professed. The truth is, that in his
younger days he had passed through a phasc of
seepticism characteristic of the {ime; bub that expo-
rience of the world and much reading converted him
to what may be termed a devout Unitarian, His out-
ward rule of life was based upon the maxims of the
Stoic philosophy. Among modern divines, he studied
most, and recommended chiefly to others, Butler,
Paley, and Lardner. In the Bible, he preferred the
Sermon on the Mount to all else. Of Pope’s Universal
Prayer, he said: °It is almost the first prayer I ever
learned, and the ome I ghould wish last to utter.
Every word it contains is what I could say from
the heart.’

Death came to Elphinstone suddenly, without mental
decay and without pain. On the night of the aoth of

 Narratize of & Journey, &o. (vol, ii, p. 22z).
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November, 1859, he was scized by paralysis, and passed
awayin a few hours. He had just entered his eighty-
first year. He was buried in the churchyard of Limps-
field, adjoining the grounds of ‘Hookwood, where
Lord Elphinstone, his nephew and successor in the
government of Bombay, desired that his own remains
also should be laid. In the following February, u
meeting of his friends and admirers was held in
Willig's Rooms, to take steps for preserving his
memory. It was resolved to place a statue of him
by Noble in 8t. Paul’s. Of the memorials at Bombay
mention has already been made. There is also &
full-length portrait at the Oriental Club, painted
by Pickersgill, an admirable engraving of which
in vignette ! forms the frontispiece to the sescond
volume of Colebrooke’s biography.

Elphinstone’s statue in St. Paul's stands in the
north aisle, facing that of Sir Pulteney Malcolm, the
brother of his friend, Beneath is inscribed the simple
epitaph :

MEMBER OF THE INDIAN OIVIL SERVICE
GOVERNOR OF BOMBAY

AND IIISTORIAN OF BARLY INDIA.

! The original plate of this engraving has been lent by Mr. John
Murray to illustrate the present yolume,
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1. ASOKA : and the Polilical Organisation of Angient India, by
Prorzsson REYS-Davibs, LL.D,, Ph.D., Secretary to the
Royal Asintic Society, Profetsor of Peli and Buddhist Liters-
lure at University College, London ; Author of The Hilbert
Lectures, 1881 ; Buddhism, &e,

II. AKBAR: and the Rise of the Mughal Empire, by CoLONEL
Marreson, C.8.1., Author of 4 Iistory of the Indian Mutiny;

The History of Afghanistan ; Heral, &e. [Published.)

III. ALBUQUERQUE : and the .Earl% Portuguesa Setilemeonts in
India, by H. Morse STRPHENS, s’ﬂ., M.A., Balliol College,
Author of T'he Frenoh Revolution; The Story of Portugal, &o.

IV. AURANGZER : and the Dacay of the Mughal Empire, by
SR Winrian Winsoxy Honrer, K.C.8.1, M.A.

V. MADHAVA RA0 SINDHIA : und the Ilindu Reconquest of
India, b-% H. G. Kzgng, Xsg., M.A,, O.LE., Author of 1%s
Moghul Empire, &de. [Published.]

V1. LORD CLIVE: and the Establishment of the Bnglishin Indiu,
hy CoroverL MALLEson, C.8.I,

VII. DUPLEIX: and the Struggle for India by the European
Nattons, by Cororen Malresow, C.8.I,, Author of The
Iistory of the French in India, de. [Published.)

VI, WARREN HASTINGS: ond e Founding of the British
Administraiton, by CApTAIN L. J, Troranr, Author of Zudiu
under Victovia, &o. [Published.]

IX. TUE MARQUESS OF CORNWALLIS: and theCounsolida-
tion of British Rule, by W. 8, 8ET0N-KARR, Exq., sometime
Foreign Seoretary o the Government of Indis, Author of
Salestions dr"mm the Calcutta Gaszeltes, 3 vols, (1784-1805)
[Published.]

X. THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY : and the development of
the Company into the supreme Power in Indis, by the Rav,
'W. H, Hurron, M.A,, Follow of St. Johu’s Uollege, and Senior
Proctor of the University of Oxford.

XTI, THE MARQUESS OF HASTINGS : and the final overthrow
of the Mayd#hd Power, by Magor Ross of Bladensburg, Pro-
fessor of Fortification in the Royal Military College, Sandhurst.

XII. MOUNTSTUART ELPHINSTONE : and the Making of
South- Western India, by J. 8. CorroN, Esq., M.A,, formerly
fellow of Queen’s College, Oxford, Author of The Desennial
Statement of the Moral und Material Progress and Condition
of India, presented to Parlisment (1885), &e. [Publiched.]

XIII, SIR TITOMAS MUNRO : and the British Setilement of
Southern Indie, by JoEN BraDsHAW, Esq., M.A, LL.D.,
H.M."s Inspector of §chools, Madras.
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XIV. LORD WILLIAM BENTINCK: and the Company as a
Governing and Non-trading Power, by DEMETRIUS BOULGER,
Eeq., Author of England and Russia in Contral Asia: The
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XV. VISCOUNT HARDINGE ;: and the Advance of the Drilish
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mander-in-Chief in India. [Publishod.]

XI1X. EARL OANNINQ: and the Transfar of India from the
Company io the Crown, by SIR HENRY 8. CUNNINGHAN,
K.G.LE., M.A., Author of British India and its Rulers, de.
[Published.]

XX. LORD LAWRENOE : and lha reconsiruction of India under
the Croun, by Sir CrarLES UMPHERSTON ArronisoN, K.C.8. L,
LL.D,, formerly Foreign Secrelary to the Government of
India, and late Lieutonant-Governar of the Punjab,
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Dpiniong of the IPress |
ON

SIRWILLIAM HUNTER’S ‘DALHOUSIE!

¢ An interesting and exceedingly readable volumo. . . . . Sir William
Hunter has produced & valuable work about an important spoch in
English history in Indie, and he hes given us a plessing insight into
the charaoter of a remarkeble Englishman. The ¢ Rtulers of India”
series, w.hlch he has initinted, thus makes a successful beginning in his
handa with one who ranks among the greatest of the great names which
will be associated with the subject.’—The Zimas.

¢To no one is the credit for the improved condition of publio intelli-
genoe [regardi India] more due than to Sir Willinm Hunter, From
the beginning of his career as an Indian Civilian he haa devoted & rare
literary faculty to the $agk of enlightening his countrymen on the subject
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of England’s grentest dependency . ... By inapiring & small army of
fellow-labonrers with his own spirit, by inducing them to conform to his
own mothad, and shaping o huge agglomeration of facts into a lueid and
infielligible aystewn, Sir W, Hunter has biought India and its inpumer.
able intervsts within the pelo of achievable knowledge, and has given
definite shape to the truths which its history establishes and the
problems whick it suggesta. . . . Such contributions to litorature are apt to
be talen as a matter of course, because their highest merit, is to conceal
the labour, snd skill, and knowledge involved in their production ; but
they raise the whole level of public intelligence, and geneiate an
atmosphere in which the balefu] influences of folly, ignorance, prejudice,
and presumption dwindle and dissppear. . . . No one we think, who fairly
studies Sir W. Hunter’s exact and lucid narrstive of these transactions,
can question the result which he seeks to establish—namely, that Lord
Dalhousie merely carried oub with moderation and skill & poliey
deliberately adopted by the Government before his arrival in the country
—n policy the strict legality of which eannot be disputed, and which was
inspired by the growing sense that sovereigns exist, not for thoir own
enjoyment, but for the happiness of their subjects.—Saturdey Review.
¢ Admirably ealeulated to impart in a concise and agresablaform o clear
general outline of the history of our great Indian Empiro.'—Beonomist.
¢ A gkilful and most attraclive picture. . . . Tha author has made good
use of publio and privale documents, and has enjoyod the privilege of
boing aided by tho deceased statesman’s family, His little work is,
consequently, 2 valunble contribution tv modern history,—Aearlemy.

¢ The book should command a wide circlo of renders, nol only for its
author's sake and that of ity subject, but partly at least on gccount of
the very attractive wayin which it has been published at the moderate
price of half-a-orown. Bub it is, of course, by its iutrineic merits alone
that & work of $his nature shounld be judged. And those merits ars
everywhore conspicuous. . . . A writer whose thorongh mastery of all
Tndian subjecis has bren acquired by years of practical experience and
petient research,’—T%e A thenaum,

¢ Nover havo we boenso much impressed by the great literary abilitieg
of Sir Willian Hunter as we have been by the perusal of ““The Marquess
of Dalhousie.” . . . The knowledge displayed by the writer of the motives
of Lord Dalhousio’s action, of the inner working of his mind, iz so com.
plete, that Tord Dalhousis himself, were he living, conld nob state them
more cleatly, Inthe next place the argument throughout the book ia so
lucid, based so entirely upon facts, resting upon official doouments and
other ovidences not to be controverted, that the opponents of Lord
Dalhousie’s policy will be sorely put to it to make a case against him,
« ¢ . ir Willism Tunter's style i8 o olear, his language so vivid, and
yet so simple, conveying the impressions he wishes 8o perspionously thag
they cannot but be nndersicod, that the work must have a pla,ce,m
every library, in every homs, we might say indeed every cottage.—
Ewening News.

«Sir William Hunter has written an admirable little volume on
« The Marquess of Dalhousie ” for his series of the ¢ Rulors 'ot' Ix}din.”
It can be read at & sitting, yel it8 references—expressed or implied—
suggest the study snd observation of half alife-time,—The Daily News,

- b



Dpinions of the Press
OoN
SIR WILLIAM HUNTER’S ‘LORD MAYO.

¢ Sir William 'W. Hunter hes contributed a Indef but admirable
biography of the Earl of Mayo to the series enlitled * Rulors of Indis,”
edited by himself (Oxford, at the Olarendon Press).’—T%¢ Tmes,

‘In felling this story in the monograph before us, Sir Willinm
Hunter has combined his well-known litersry skill with an earnest
sympathy and fullness of knowledge which are worthy of all commenda-
tion. . . . The world js indebted to the author for a fit and attractive
record of what was eminently a noble life.’—The Aoademy,

¢'Pha sketch of The Man is full of interest, drawn as it is with com-

lete sympathy, underatending, and appreciation. But more valuable
Fs the account of hig sdministration. No cne can ghow so well and
clearly as Sit William Hunter does what the palicy of Lord Maye con-
tributed to the making of the Indian Empire of to-dey.'—Tha Seofaman.

*Sir William ILunter has given us a monograph in which there is 8
happy combination of the esuay and the biography. We are presented
with the main features of Lord Mayo's administration unencumbered
with tedious detaila which would interest none but the most official of
Anglo-Indians; while in tho biography the man Is brought before us,
not analytically, but in a life-like portrait.’—Vunily Fair,

¢ The story of his life Sir W, W. Hunter tells in well-chosen langnage
—oclear, succinot, and manly. Sir W. W. Hunter is in sympnthy with
his subject, and doea full justice lo Mayo’s strong, genuine nnture.
Without exaggeration and in a direcl, unaffected style, as befity his
theme, he brings the man and his work vividly before us’—27e
@lasgouw Herald,

¢ Al the knowledge nequired by personnl association, lamilinvity with
administrative details of the Indinn Government, and a strong grasp of
the vaat problems to be doalt with, is ulilised in this presentaiion of
Lord Mayo's personulity and career. Sir W, lunter, however, nover
overloads his pages, and the outlines of the sketoh ars clear and firm.’
—The Manohesier Jorprass.

This is another of the ¢ Rulers of Indin? sories, and it will bo hard
to beat. . . . Sir Willinm Hunter’s perception and exprogsion are here at
their very beat.'—The Pall Mall Gazelte.

“The latest addition to the “Rulers of Indin” series yielda to none of
its predecessors in aitractiveness, vigour, and ariistio portraiture. .. .
The final chapter must sither be copicd verbally and literally—swhich
the space at our disposal will not permit—or be left to the sorrowful
perusal of tho reader. The man is not tobe envied who ean read it with
dry eyes.’—Allen’s Indion Modl.

*The little volume whick has just been brought out is & study of Lord
Mayo’s career by one who know all about it and was in fnll sympathy
with it....Bome of these chapters are full of spirit and fire, The
closing passages, the picture of the Viceroy’s assassination, eannot foil
fo make any resder hold his breath. 'We know what I8 going to
happen, but we are thrilled as if we did not know it, and wera atill
held in suepense, The event itself was go terribly tragic that any
ovdinary description might scem feeble and laggard. But in thia
volume we are made to fee! as we must have folt if we had been on
$he spot and seen the murderer  fasiened like a iiger ® on the back of
the Viseroy.'—Daily News, Leading Article, -



Dyiniong of the Press

oN

MR.W.8.SETON-KARR’S‘CORNWALLIS.

*'This new volmme of ihe ¢ Rulers of India * series keops up 1o the
high standnrd set by the suthor of # The Marquess of Dalhousie,” For
dealing with the saliont prasages in Lord Cornwallis’s Indian career no
one could have been betler qualified than the whilom forcign secretary
to Lord Lawrence.'—7"%¢ Athanaum.

‘ Lord Cornwallis has been very properly inoluded in the list of thoss
“Rulers of Indin™ whose biographies are caleulated to illustrate the
past growth and present development of the English administration in
that country. His name is counected with several great measures,
whicl: more, perhaps, than any others have given a special colour to our
rule, have influenced the sourse of subsequent legislation, and have made
the Civil Service what it ab present is. He completed the administrative
fabric of which Warren Hastings, in the midst of unexampled difficuliies
and viciesitudes, had laid the foundation.'—The Safurday Review.

“We hope {thal the volumes on the “Rulers of Indis” which are
being published by the Clarendon Press are carefully read by a large
scofion of the publie. Thera is n dense wall of ignorance still standin
between the average Englishman and the grestest dependency of the
Crown, although we can sonrcely hape to seo it broken down altogether,
some of these atlmirable biographies oannot fail to lower it a Little, . . .
Mr. Seton-Knrr has aucoee%le(l in tho iask, and he has mol only pre-
rented a larpo mags of information, but he has brought ii, together in an
attractivo form. . . . We atrongly recommend the hook to all who wish
to culaape tle area of thoir knowledge with refurence to Indin.,'—MNew
Yok Herald,

‘The “Rulers of India” series, This ounlcome of the Clamrendon
Press grows in value asit proceeds, The account of Cornwallis is from
the pen of Mr. W, Heton-Karr, who was formerly Foreign Secretary to
the Govermment of Indis, and whoso acquaintance with Eastern affairs
has boen of obvious service to him in the compilation of this useful
manunl.'—The Glode,

* One might, almost say that the history of our great Indian Empire
might bo read with comparative ease in the excellent “ Rulers of India
Beries,” published at the Clavendon Press at Oxford. . . . Of Cornwallls
& mighi bo said he transformed the East India Company’s servants
from merchants to administrators, and determined to place them above
jobbery, which he despised,'—The Independent.

¢ Wao have already expressed our sense of the value and timeliness of
the series of Indian historical retrospects now issuing, under the editor-
ship of Sir ' W. W' Hunter, from the Clarendon Press. Itis somewhat
legs than fair to say of Mr, Seton-Karr’s monograph upon Cornwallis
that it reaches the high standard of literary workmanship which that
series has maintained. , . . His accurate and lucid summary of the necessi-
ties which dictated Cornwalliss polioy, and the methods by which he
initiated and, to a great extent, effested, the transformation of gur rule
in Indis from the lines of an Oriental despotism to those with which we
are now familiar, i as altractive as it ia instructive.'—Ths Literary
World. .
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ON

COLONEL MALLESON’S ‘DUPLEIX.

*In the oharnoter of Dupleix there was the element of greatnesy
that contact with Indin seems to have generated in so many European
minds, Frenoh as well as English, and a broad capacity for govern-
ment, which, if suffered to have full play, might have ended in giving
the whole of Southern Indis to France. Iven as it was, Colonel
Malleson ghows how narrowly the prize slipped from French grasp,
In 1783 the Treaty of Versailles arrived just in time 1o save ibe
British power from extinotion.’—2%imes.

¢ Colonel Malleson’s Life of Dupleix, which has just been published,
though his estimate of his hero differs in some respects from Lord
Stenhope's and Lord Macanlay's, may be accepted ag, on the whole, a
fairly fuithful portraiture of the prophetioc genius to whom the possi-
bility of o great Indo-European Empire tirst revealed itself. Had the
Frenoch profited by ull the advantages they possessed when Clive
exchanged the counting-house for the army, the history of Indis, and
perhaps of Europe also, might have Dbeen different.’— Standerd
(leading axticle).

“The “ Rulers of Indin " series, edited by Sir 'W. W. Hunter, and
published 8t the Clarendon Press, Oxford, is one of the very best of
the serinl collestions which are now so popular. All the writers of
these little volumes are well-known and acknowledped authorities on
the subjects with whick they desl. Nat the least inleresiing volume
in this particular series is Colonel Malloson’s biography of Dupleix. . ,
It was to Dupleix, and not 1o Clive, that tho ides firal ocourred of
founding & European Empire in India. .. It is a stirring slory, and
full of moral for the administrators of India at this hour.’—Zoho.

‘One of the best of Sir V. Hunter’s interesting and valunble serics,
Colonel Malleson writes out of the fulness of familiarity, moving with
eage over o Held which he had long ago surveyed in overy movk and
corner, To do & small book as well as this on Dupleix has boen done,
will be recognised by compotent judges as mo small achievement,
When one considers the bulk of the material ount of which the little
volume has been distilled, one oan still bettor appreciate the labour
and dexterity involved in the performance,’—Academy.

! Colonel Malleson has here written a most compact and effactive
history of the French in India in a little handbook of 180 pages. He
gives a brief summary of French enterprise in In?,'la. from the firat,
and clearly outlines the grand designs ihat rose in the fertile brain of
Dupleix. Colonel Malleson's chupter on the * Downfall of Dupleix *
is as touching ns a.n({thing we remember to have recently read, and hig
chapter on Clive and his work may be read with interest and pleasure,
}ven _:\.:ter the glowing and brilliant account of Macaulay,'—Nonecon-

ormist.

¢ Well arranged, lucid and eminently readable, an excellent addition
to & most useful series.'—Record.
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OoN

CAPTATIN TROTTER'S ‘WARREN HASTINGS.

‘The publicalion, racently noliced in this place, of the « Letters,
Dospatohes, mnd ather State Papers preserved in the Foreign Dopart-
ment of the Government, of India, 15772~1785,” has thrown entirely new
light [rom the most authentic sources on the whole history of Werren
Hastings and his government of Indin, Captain L. J, Trotters
Wangry ITASTINGS, 8 volume of the * Rulers of India™ series, edited
by Sir W, Huenter (Oxford, at the Clarendon Press), is accordingly
neither inopportune nor deveid of an adequate radison défre. * The
present volume,” says a brief preface, ¢ endenvours to exhibit for the
fivst time the nctual work of that great Governor-General, as reviewed
from the firm stand-point of the origiual records now made availablo to
the students of Indian history.” Captain Trotter is well known as o
competent and attrastive writer on Indian history, and this is not the
i}f;t ;,itme that Warren Hastings has supplied bim with a theme,'—

ha Times.

*He has put his best work into this memeir . , . Captain Trotter’s
mernolr v mora valuable gﬂmn Sir A. Lyall’s] from g stricily historical
point of view. It contains more of the history of the period, and it
embiraces the very Intext information thab casts lighl on Hastings’ re-
markablo caveer , , , Lfis work (oo I8 of distinot literary merit, and is
warthy of & thume than which British history presenis none mnobler,
Tt is o distinet gain to the British race io be enabled, as it now may,
to count the groat Governor-Genorsl among thoye leroes for whom
it neod not blugh,—Seotsmaen.

¢ Caplain Troller has done his work well, and his volume deserves
io stand with thal on Dalhounsie by Sic Willian Hunter, Higher
praise it would bo hard 1o give it."—New York He ald.

“This is an able book, written with candour and discrimination.’—
Leeds Mercury.

¢ Captain Trotler has done full justice 1o the fascinating story of the
gplendid achievementis of a great Englishman.'—Manokester Guardian.

¢TThis nent little volume contains & brief but admirable biography of
the first Governor-Ceneral of Indis. The suthor has been fortunate in
having had access to State papers which cover the peried of the
entire rule of Warren Hastings,'—Zhe Newcastle Chrondole,

¢In preparing this sketch for ©The Rulera of India,” Captain
Trotter has had the advantage of consulting the * Letters, despatches,
and other State papers preserved in the Foreign Department of the
Government of fndia., 177285, a period which covers the entire
administration of Warren Hastings. The present volume, therefors,
may truly claim that it * exhibits for the first time the actual work of
the great Governor-Genersl, as reviewed from the firm atand-point of
original records” Tt iz & book which all must peruss who desire to
e * up to date ” on the suliject. —T%e Globe.

-~
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oN

COLONEL MALLESON’S ‘AKBAR/

¢ Colonel Malleson’s interesting monograph on Akbar in the *“Rulers
of India” (Clarendon Press) should more than satisfy the gemernl
reader. Colonel Malleson traccs the origin and foundation of the
Mughal Empire; and, as an introduotion to the histor;; of Muhamma-
dn.nglndia, the hook leaves nothing to be desired.'—St. James's Gazeite.

¢ Akbar was certainly a grest man. Colonel Malleson has done well
to tell his story thus succinetly and sympa.thetica.]lg: hitherto it has heen
mostly buried from the mases of readers. The book is in our iden a
piece of thoroughly well-executed work, which cannot fail to recommend
still further a series which bas begun right well.’—Noncornformist.

¢ The chief interest of the baok les in the later chapbers, in which
Colonel Malleson presents an interesting and singularly pleasing
pleture of the great Emperor himself and the principles whic §overned
his enlightened and humane administration.’—Literary World.

¢Tt is almost superfiuous to say that the hook is characterised by
the narrative vigour and the extensive familiarity with Indian history
to which the readers of Colonel Mallegon’s other works are accue-
tomed.'—Glasgow Herald.

‘This volume will, no doubt, be weleomed, evon by experls in
Indian history, in the light of a new, clear, and ierse rendering of an
old, but not worn-out theme., Tt is a worthy and valuablo addition
to Sir W. Jlunter’s promising series.’—d4 thenaum.

¢ Colonel Malleson has broken ground new fo the genersl reader.
The story of Akbar is briefly but clearly told, with an account of what
he was and what he did, and how he found and how he loft India. . . »
The native chranioles of the reign are many, and from them it in still
possible, as Colonel Malleson has shown, to aonstruct & living portrait
of this great and mighty potentate.’—Scots Observer.

¢ Akbar is, after Molinmmed himsslf, the most striking and inierest-
ing figure in Mussulman history. Few men of any age or country
have united in equally successful measure the gifta of the conqueror,
the orgauiser, and the philosophic statosman . , . His personal charac-
ter is even more exceptional among Oriental rulers than his intel-r
lectual brilliance . ., . He is the only great Mussulman ruler who
showed himself capable of rising out of the narrow bigoiry of Islam to
a lofty and comprehensive view of religious truth. The life and rule
of anch & man is 8 noble theme for a great historian,’—Speaker.

¢ The brilliant historian of the Tndian Mutiny has been assigned in
this volume of the series an important epoch and a strong personality
for eritical study, and he has admirabl; fl\leﬂlled his tesk. A luminous
exposition of the invasions of India { Babar, Akber's grandfather,
makes a good introduotion to Asiatle history of the sixleenth century.
MAkbar’s own earecr is full of interest, and to the prinoifles of his in-
ternal adminietration Oolonel Malleson devoles in the chapter more
than & quarter of the pages of his book, Alike in dvess and style, this
valume is & fit companion for its predecessor,'—Manohester Guga'dian.

’
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onN

VISCOUNT HARDINGE'S ‘LORD IHARDINGE.’

¢ An exceplion to the rule thab biographies ought not to be entrusted
to near relatives. Lord Hardinge, a scholar and an artist, has given
us an accurate record of his father's long and distinguished services.
There is no filial exaggeration, The author has deall with some con-
troversial matiers with skill, and has managed to combine truth with
tact and regard for the feelings of others.”—T%e Saturday Reviow,

¢This interesting life reveals the first Lord Hardings as a brave,
just, able man, the very soul of honour, admired and trusted equally
by friends and politioal opponents. The biographer . . . has produced a
most engaging volume, which is enriched by meny private and official
documents that have not before seen the light.'—The Anti-Jacobin.

¢ Lord Hardinge has accomplished a grateful, no doubt, but, from
the abundance of material and dolicacy of certain matters, a very
difionlt task in a workmanlike manner, marked by restraint and
ucidity.—The Pall Mall Gazelle,

¢ His son nnd biographer has done his work with a true appreciation
of proportion, and has added substantially to our knowledge of the
Sutlej Campaigu.'— Fanity Fair.

¢ The prosent Lord Mardinge is in some respects excepiionally well
q\m.liﬁadp to tell the #ale of the eventful four years of his father's
Govorner-Goneralship”—The T¥mes.

¢Tt contains o full account of everybhing of importance in TLord
HMardingo’s military and politionl carveer; it is arranged ... so as to
bring into special prominence his government of Indis ; and it gives a
lfoliko and stxiking picture of the man.'—Aoademy.

*The slyle Is olear, the trestment dispassionate, and the total result
» manunl which does credit to the interesting series in whioh it figures,’
e Globe.

+ ‘The concige and vivid account which the son has given of his
father's career will interest many readers,'—The Morniny Lost.
¢ Eminently readable for everybody. Thehistoryisgivon succinetly,

and the unpublished letters quoted are of renl value—Z%he Colonses
and India.

Qompiled from public doouments, family papers, and letters, this
brief biography gives the reador a olear idea of what Hardinge was
both a#  soldier and as an administrator.’—The Manchester Examiner.

¢ An admirable sketch.'—The New York Herald.

¢The Memoir is well and concigely written, and is accomponied by
an excellent likeness after ihe portrait by Bir Francis Grant,—The
Queen,
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. oN
MAJOR-GENERAL SIR OWEN BURNE’S
‘CLYDE AND STRATHNAIRN.

*In ¢ Clyde and Stratbnairn,” a contribution to Sir William Hunter's
excellent * Rulers of Indin" series (Oxford, at the Clarondon Press),
Sir Owen Burne gives s lucid sketoh of the military history of the
Indian Mutiny and its suppression by the two grest soldiers who give
their names to his book. '.[!he space is limited for so large a theme, but
Sir Owen Burne skilfully adjusts his treatment o his limits, and rarely
violates the cunditions of proportion imposed upon him ', .. 8ir Owen
Burne dves not confine himsell exclusively to the military narrative.
He gives a brief skelch of the rise and progress of the Mutiny, and
devotes n chapter to the Lleconstruotion which followed its suppression.’
<« s ¢ —~well written, well proportioned, and eminently worthy of the
series to which it belongs.'—ZThe Times.

¢ Sir Owen Burne who, by associstion, expeiience, and relations with
one of these gencruls, is well qualified for the task, writes with know-
ledge, perspicuity, and fairness.'—Suturday Review.

¢ Ag n brief record of A momentous epoch in Indin this little book is
a remarkable piece of olear, conciss, and interesting writing.'—The
Colondes and India,

¢In this mew volume of the excellent ¢‘Rulers of Indin” gerics,
Major-General Burne gives in a sucoinot and readabls form an account
of the Mutiny, its causes, its nature, and the changes in avmy organira-
tion and civil administration which followed upon ii.’—@lasgow Ilerald.

¢ Like the rest of the bool, this part is not only excellently written,
but ig excellently reasoned also.’-—The Nutional Obserrer.

* 8ir Owen Burne, whe heas writlen the Iatest volume for Sir William
Hunter’s “ Rulers of India” series, is better qualificd than any living
person to narrate, from a military standpoint, the story of the suppros-
sion of the Indinu Mutiny.'—Dawily Telegraph.

*8ir Owen Burne's book on “ Clyde and Strathnairn” is worthy io
rank with the best in the admirable series to which it belongs.'—
Manchester Examiner.

*The book is admirably written; and there iz probably no better
gketch, equally Drief, of the siirring events with which it deals,’
Neotsman. -

¢ Sir Owen Burne, from the part ke played in the Indian Mutiny; and
from his long connexion with the Government of Tndia, and from the
fact that he was military secretary of Lord Slralhnairn both in India
and in Ireland, is well qualified for the task which he has undertalen,’—
The Athenowum,

«8ir W. W. Hunter acted wisely in commissioning Sir Owen Tudor
Burne to write the lives of “ Clyde and Strathneirn” for this series
(Olarendon Press). Neither of'thess generals was, strictly speaking, a
Ruler of India: still the important period of the Muliny i8 so contained
in the story of their exploits, that perhaps it was as well to choose them
a8 the personages round whom might be grouped the history of that
stirring period. . . . 8ir 0. T, Burne’s book is well worthy of a place in
ytm énuat valuable of the many series now issuing from the Press.’—7T'he

rader. -
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SIR HENRY CUNNINGHAM'S ‘EARL
CANNING.

¢ The life of Earl Canning, the Viceroy of the Indian Mutiny, affords
an excellent subject for u bingrapher who knows his business, and
therefore we nced hardly say that “Earl Camnning,” by Sir H. N,
Cumningham, K.CLE, is an admirable contribuiion to the series of
the “Rulers of India” edited by Sir W, W. Hunter (Oxford, at the
Clarendon Press). Sir Henry Cunninghain’s rare literary skill and his
knowledge of Indian life and aflairs are not now displayed for the firat
time, and he has enjoyed exceptional advantages in dealing with his
present subjoct. Lord Granville, Camning's contemporary at school
and colleague in publio life and one of his oldeyt friends, furnished his
biographer with notes of his recollections of the early life of his fifend.
Sir Henry Cunningham has also been allowed acoess to the Diary of
Canning’s private secretary, to the Journal of his military secretary,
and to an interesting correspondence between the Governor-General
end his great lioutenant, Lord Lawrence, Of thess exceptional ad-
vantages he has made excellent use, and the result is a biography
second in interest to none in the series to which it belongs.’—1%e Times.

¢8ir Henry Cunningham’s “Earl Canning ” is a wodel monograph.
The writer knows Indin, na well a8 Tudian history, well ; and his story
has & vividness which none but an Anglo-Indisn conld o well have
imparted to it. It hns also tho advaniage of heing founded to a large
extont on hitherto unused material.’—The Globs,

‘Bir H. &, Cunningham has succeeded in writing the history of a
critioal period in so fair and dispassionate a mauner as to make it
almost & matter of astonishment that the motives which ho has so
clearly grasped should ever have been misinterpreted, and the results
which he indiontes ao grogsly misjudged. Nor is the excellence of his
work less conspicuous from the literary than from the political and
historical point of view. The style is alear and vivid, the language
well chosen and vigorous, the disposition of details and acoessories
striking and artislic, and, indeed, under whatever agpeot the work be
considored, it reaches the high standard of workmanship which, from
.tilil'e olu;set, has been a distinguishing feature of the series.’— Glasgow

erald.

» ‘Sir H. 8. Cunningham was fortunate, in a literary sense, in the
particular Viceroy and period of Indian history allotted to his pen in
the important and valuable series of bivgraphieal volumes on ¢ Rulers
of India,” being published at the Clarendon Press, Oxford, under the
editorship of Siv William Wilson Hunter. In Farl Canning, first
Viceroy of India, Sir H. 8, Cunningham had a subject sufficiently
inspiring to all who admire honour, cournge, patience, wisdom, all the
virtues and qualities which go to the building up of the character of an
ideal English gentleman ; w%:;le the episode of the Mutiny, onlminating
in the fall of Lucknow, lends itself to the more picturesque and
graphic description. Sir H. 8., Cunningham has trqn.ted his subject
adequalely. In vivid language he paints his word-pictures, and with
calm judicinl analysis he also proves himself an able crilio of the
aotualities, canses, and results of the outbreak, also a temperate, just
appreciator of the character and policy of Earl Canning.—The Court
Journal. .
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MR, EEENE'S ‘MADHAVA RAO SINDHIA/

*Tholife ofanch a maon should be interesting to all these who have en-
tered, howeverremotely, into theinheritance of i labours: and Mr. Keene
ia well qualified, both by his knowledge of In(_hnu history and his literary
dexterity in its treatment, to do justice to his subjeot.—Tke Times.

¢Mr. Koene has the enormous advantage, nob enjoyed by every
producer of & book, of knowing intimately the topic he has taken unp.
He has compressed into these 203 pnges an jmmense amount of informa-
tion, drawn from the hest sources, and presented with much neatness and
effect . . . Such & life was worth tracing in connection with the general
hislory of the times; aund that is the task which Mr. Keene has so well
fulfilled in this conciee, yet attractive, little volume.'—T7e Globe.

«In this brief monograph Mr. Keene goes over the ground alieady
traversed by him in hin “Tell of the Moghul Empire.” But the
particular work which gives Hindhia his place in Indian history . . . is
here made more clearly manifest, while the bool deals almost: as much
in general history as in biography . . . It is valuable asbringing out the
originality as well as the greatness of the unacknowledged ruler of
Hindustan . , . Thebook is intevesting . . . and forms o valuable addition
to the series.'—~Scolsman.

¢ Mr. Keene tells the story with knowledge and impartiality, snd alse
with sufficlent graphic power to make it thoroughly readable, The
recognition of Sindbis in the *Rulers™ series is just and graceful,
and it cannob fail to give satisfaction 4o the educntad classes of our
Indjan fellow-subjects,'—North British Dasly Muil.

*This is probably the most romantic volume in the whole series, snd
the Sindhin’s difference in attitude towards De Bolgne and Warron
Hastings is very interestingly stated, The history of the foundation of
our Indisn Bmpire veoeives much elucidation from this admirable
volume,’ —Liverpool Meroury.

‘Mr.H.G.Keene, O.LE.,, M.A., has added a very aceeptable volume to
the popular half-crown series of works on formor potontates in England’s
vost Indian dependengy . . . From the signal doﬂb of the Mnrathas at
Panipat, in 1761, in which engagement Sindhia, after fighting valianily,
very nearlylogt hislife, until his death in 1794, his varying fortunes are
traced, The important affaivs in which he fignved so prominently, as alge
the intrigues and machinations that were directed against him, are ve-
corded, whilst the desirable effect of hin policy in assuaging the flerce
passions and civilising the habits of the people is depicted. 6 volurne
bears incontestable proofa of the expenditure of considerable resenrch
by the author, and sustains the reputation*he had already scquired
by his “ Sketch of the History of Hindustan.” '—Freaman’s Journal,

* Among the eightesn rulers of Tndia included in the schewe of Sir
William Hunter only five are natives of Indina, and of these the great
Madhojt Sindhia is, with the exception of Akbar, the most fllustrious.
Mr. H. G. Xeene, a well-known and skilful writer on Tndian questions,
is fortunate in his subjeot, for the carcer of the greatest bearer of the
hmtorm_nn.me of Sindhia covered the exciting period from the enpture
of Delhi, the Tmperinl es.iital, by the Persian Nadir Sheh, to the ocoun-

ation of the tame city by Lord Lalke. . . . Mr. Keene gives a lucid

enoription of hin suhsequent policy, especially towards the English

when he wag brought face 1o face with Warren Hastings. The conclu-

sion of his hostility to us was the real beginning of his ownepolitical
career in Indin,'— $he Daily Graphio,
-






