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INTRODUCTION

Accoppine to the Mahisiddbasara Tantra the Mahinirvana
belongs to  the  Rathakrinti  which  aceording  to the
Shaktimangala Tantra1s the country nerth of the Vindhya
Halls up to and meluding China

As to the snggestion that this Mhntra 1~ a modern oue,
written with the object of pu~hme the Reformist views
of the eelebrated Ruja Rammohan Roy and Ins Gurn
Harhavinanda  Bhiraty, the roader s veferred to the
Chapter on the « Rehaion of the Shikta<™ which 1s to be
found i the third edition of - Shaktr and Shakta”, The
Raja based the teaclimgs of ins Brihma Dharina oun the
irst three chapters of this Tantra e was hinself
natiated by Harharananda atter Purashcharana,  He never
discarded s Tpartte wlich was found on his per<on when
he died at Bristol i England. Tt e also well known that
when he went to Bugland he took with hun 4l ms personal
servants.  He bad a Shava wife and his son by thas wate
also accompamed him to Bugland. 1t has been to some a
riddle how 1t was that the Raja based hunself on a Tautra
1 tha eluss of seripture 13 always as worthless as what
it has been generally supposed to be,  To meet this daffi-
calty 1t has been suggested that the Mabhamrvina was a
tabrication 1 whole or m part of Harmharananda or that
1t has been tampered with by him with a view to check
the abuses which were then current among Shakta Sadha-
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kas. As against this view there are some arguments
which have been set out in the Chapter above cited of
* Shakti and Shakta”.

The fourteen chapters published in tlis volume being
the first part of the Mahanirvina (the second portion of
which has not yet been obtained), was first published by
the Adibrahma Samaja in the Shaka era 1798 (a.n. 1876)
under the editorship of Ananda Chandra Vedintavigisha.
The Tantra has been the subject of commentary by Hari-
harananda. The manuseript of the commentary which is
with the editor, 1z almost entirely m the Raja’s hand-
writing. In the bheginning of each chapter of the
Commentary the Raja writes Om namo Bialmaue and in
the beginning of the Commentary to the 9th Chapter there
18 1 addition to the above the following invocation * S/7-
Shri-natha-paddambhoje  agatane matiaste we”, which
shows that the Rajx who willed that Ins mind should ever
rest on the lotus feet of the holy Guru muintained his
faith in the contmuance of the traditional spiritual heritage
(Guru-pryamparya-hiomn)  which necessartly 1mplies  an
attachment to a particular Sampradiva  The Samaja
published both the texts and this commentary

The text was next published 1n the Bengah era 1293
(4.0, 1880) by Krishna Gopala Bhakta with Jaganmohana
Tarkdlangkara as editor. This edition contained hesides
Bharati’'s commentary an accarate Bengali translation as
also coprous explanatory notes by Tarkalangkara Bhakta's
edition 1s apparently mdebted to the Brahma Samaja
pubheation for both the text and commentary. Jivananda
Vidyasagara also published the text and commentary in
Devapagara character. Shyama Charana Kaviratna
brought out an edition of the book 1n the Bengah year 1313
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{a.p. 1906) in which he gave the text as also a translation
in Bengali. This popular Tantra has also been pubhished
with Bengali translations by the proprietors of the Bengali
Papers ‘Basumati’ and ‘Bangavasi’. R. M. Chattopadhyaya
has also published the text. The text has also been 1ssued
by the Venkateshvara Press of Bombay with a Hindi
translation. A noteworthy, though incomplete, edition (for
it ends with the 158th verse of the 6th chapter) was
pubhished by Shri Shaktananda Sarasvati of the Dandi
Sabhia of Benares who began the pubhecation of this book
in the year 1293 (A.p. 1886) with an Adhyatmka Vyikhya
by one Shankaricharya as also a Bengah translation. The
latter commentator gives an esoteric interpretation criti-
cising both Haritharananda and Tarkalangkara.

The present text 1s based on that of Bhakta and of
the Raja

AA
Oxfoidd, 21st September, 1028,
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