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EDITORIAL NOTL

Lixe * The Uplift of China,” this text-book
on India is iwwued conjoinlly by a numbher
of the Missionary Societios in Gronl Brituain
for use in Missionary Bands and Study
Circles.  Full pm‘ticulm‘s regarvding, its use
for this purpose, “Ielps for Leadors,”
andd other aids to study cau be abtained on
a.pPhc-almn to the '\hssmnar) Study Depart-
ments of the various Missionary Societies.
It has been found impossible to deal with
all sides of missionary work in India within
the limits of a single book. It has scemed
“est, therefore, to concentrate attention in
this book upon the immense bulk of the
population, which is to be found in the
~villages. All problems relating to the
educated classes Have been deliberate]y
excluded, but it is hoped that they may
form the subject of a fulure lext book.
bimjlarly the 60,000,000 Muhammadans
in India have been almost entirely i ignor ed.
The ‘spelling follows that adopted in the
new Imperial Gusetieer of Indiu, 1t is nol
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entirely consistent, for while in the majority
of words certain recognised rules are fol-
lowed, there are some well-knawn names in
which the traditional spe]hng has® been
retained.

Cordial thanks are due to the Indian
missionaries and other friends who have
read lhe manuscript and the proofs, and
have rendered help in other ways in the
preparation of the book ; and to the various
private friends and MISSIOIIBI'Y Societies
who have prov1ded the photographs wilh_
which the book is illustrated.



AUTHOR’S PREFACE

In the preparation of this text-book the
writer desires to acknowledge his indebted-
ness to many authorities on Indian subjects.
The published writings of Sir W. W. Hunter,
Sir H. H. Risley, Messrs Crooke and Thurston
are standard works which no student of
Irfian ethnography can afford to neglect.
For a study of the purer aspects of the
Vaishnavite and Saivite cults as expressed
in thg two great vernaculars of the north
and south—Hindi and Tamil respectively—
the -contributions of Dr Grierson and the
*Rev. G. U. Pope are invaluable. The
standard lives of missionary statesmen by
Dr Gedrge Smith form the best intro-
duction to a kmowledge of missionary
development; in India during the nineteenth
century. For valuable criticism and sug-
gestions, and for help willingly rendered by
*friends, the author’s thanks are due.
A word, of personal explanation is neces-
sary as to how this book came into being.
The writer confesses to an obvious disquali-

vii
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fication for the task. He has had liltle
expericnce of actual missionary work and
even of Indian village life. Nevertheless,
he was led to undertake the® prepafation
of this text-book because of the oppor-
tunily afforded of stating the case for
Christian Missions from the point of view
of the Indian Church. That this has been
successfully done he can scarcely hope.
The imperfections of this book are most
obvious to himself. A deepened sense of
the possibilities of the Indian Church in the
outlook and policy which guide Western
Christendom in its efforts to cvangelise
India is what the wriler pleads for, Six
years of close pcrsonal contact with the
people of Great Britain have revealed how
small a place the Indian Church has in the:
thought and prayer of the Christian public.
India’s evangelisation lies with thé Indian
Church, It needs and demands the prayer,
sympathy and fullest cd-operation of the
Churches in Christian countries. The situa-
ton in India is critical, and while the
ideels of his educated countrymen have the
writer’s fullest sympathy he fears that a
purely political propaganda may tend to
absorb their efforls and oullook. Whether
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India will be saved from such a contingency,
which will setard her higher welfare for
centuries, depends very largely upon the
India®® Chdrch. The salvation of India
may come about through the growth of a
strong, vigorous Christian community. It
may also lie in the purpose of God to raise
up an Indian Christian leacher, some
prophet or evangelist with a knowledge of
Christ as St Paul knew Him, and an under-
standing of India, such as that possessed
by%the north Indian saint Tulsi Das, whose
‘message four centuries ago reached the
hearts of millions from Bihir to the Punjab.
To clajm from God such gifts for India is
the privilege of those into whose hands
this book may find its way.

S. K. Datra.

* July 1908



NOTE ON PRONUNCIATION

Vowrrn Sounns

a bas the sound of a m ¢ wowmai..’

i 2 ,, a in ¢ father.’
e »» vowel-sound in ¢ grey.’
i 5 sound of 7w ¢ pin.’

i . 5 7 in ¢ police.

o 32 2 o in ¢ bone,’

u 2 » u in ¢ bull’

a 2 53 « in fAute.’

ai s vowel-gound in ‘mine,’
au » . in ¢ house.

dk and 1t/ (except in Bumna) never, have the
sound of (% in ‘1his* or thin,” bul should be pro-
nounced as in ¢ wood-house ’ and ¢ boat-hook.’
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THE DESIRE OF INDIA

CHAPTER I
THE LAND AND ITS INHABITANTS

For centuries Western nations have looked The Weaith of
upon India as a land of marvellous wealth, &
and the splendours of her kings have seemed
beyond the power of imagination. It was
thg story of India’s wealth that sent
Columbus in quest of the Western route
when he discovered America. It was this
story that excited the cupidity of Europe,
and ‘led to the establishment of British
Fule in India. Closer investigation has
revealed, how disappointing have been
these dreams of riches. India’s material
resources do not spproach those of China,
and it is questionable whether her people
have the capacity to develop them with the
vigour and energy of the European and
Mongohan races. India’s wealth lies in
her people. Their spiritual genius and
their religious instincts are her best and
most precious treasure. Mer greatest sons
1
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have ever been possessed with a passion to
know the Real and the Infinite, and have
pursued it wilh earnestness cof purpose.
Their children have entered into a heritage
of spirilual capacities and ideals, the de-
velopment of which may mean the enriching
of the world.

The country of India lies between the
8th and 35th degrees of latitude north of
the Equalor. In form it resembles two
unequal triangles, one placed upon the
other and havmg as their common base
a line running east and west through
Karachi and Calcutta. This line nearly
coincides with the tropic of Cancerc The
southern triangle, therefore, lies within
the tropics, and the northern one just
within the temperate zonme. The lattel?
embeds itself in .the main mass of
the continent of Asia, and in doing so
rears for its defence thfe greatest natural
barrier in the world—the Himalayan
mountains, The lower triangle, or penin-
sular portion, by its projection divides the
Indian Ocean inlo the Arabian Sea and
the Bay of Bengal.

The northern porlion of the country
has very well-defined mountain ranges
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forming the northern boundary, and the
outlying Selaimin range marks the
western limgits.  Similar ranges bound
it on the east. The northern and
eastern angles of the triangle admit
great water systems, namely the Indus
and Brahmaputra rivers respectively.
The southern boundary is formed by
the Vindhya mountains and the ad-
jacent ranges, together with the densely
wooded uplands by which these are ap-
_proached. Within these limits we have
a yast plain, almost barren of forest growth,
for the most part of exceptional fertility,
consisking in its eastern and northern parts
of a rich alluvial soil, while in the west the
vegetation . is less abundant and for
‘unousands of square miles the country
is a desert waste.

Peninsular India is a contrast. I con- The Southern
sists of two well-marked portions—a FemSUe
central rocky platesu known as the Deccan,
buttressed by the mountainous ranges
called the Western and Eastern Ghats,
and the comparatively flat and largely
alluvigl strips of coast land.  The
Western Ghits, which are the steeper and
more striking, run parallel with and very



¢ Himalayas.

4 The Desire of India

near the coast line. The Eastern Ghits
are composed of low, irregular moun-
tainous spurs with a gradual slope towards
the sea. They recede from the coast a8 they
pass southwards, and join the Western
Ghits, thus forming the Nilgiri Hills,
which continue southwards almost to Cape
Comorin as a central mountainous ridge.

A few geographical features of the
country are worthy of a more detailed
account.

The Himilaya mountains (Himilays =
“ the abode of snow ) consist of an aggre-
gation of ranges extending over a length of
1500 miles. The southern or outenirange
includes some of the loftiest peaks in the
world—Everest and Kinchinjunga. A
series of undulating dips 13,000 feet above
sea-level leads us to the second or inmer
range, passing over which the explorer
descends into the Indo-Tibetan trough,
North of him, fresh mbuntains bound the
almost unknown snow-driven and lake-
scattered plateau of Tibet. In this
trough three great rivers have their origin®
From lake and mountainside within a few
mwiles of each other rise the Indus, the Sutlej,
snd the Brahmaputra. Here it is that
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Hindu mythology has placed Mount Kailas,
the Elystum of Siva, and the centre of the
world. Here the ocean was hurled down
by the goc‘{s, and encircled the mountain
four times, when out of it four streams
flowed, one of which was the sacred Ganges.
On the rising slopes around lie some of the
most extensive glaciers found outside the
Arctic region. The melting of the summer
snows and the cataclysm of the loosened
avalanche probably suggested to the
indagination of the bard the ocean falling
from heaven. The Indus, the Sutlej, and
the Brahmaputra owe their waters, and
the plains of North India their irrigation,
to this kindly dispensation of nature.
Himilayan scenery is as varied as it is Himélayan

veautiful. The tangled jungles and marshy, °*"7"
malaria-stricken wastes which form the
southern approaches quickly give place to
a region wheresthe plants remind the
traveller of the South of Europe. Still
higher the red blossoms of the rhododendron
give a richness of colour to the dark and
almost limitless forests of pine and cedar.
In the uppermost limits an arctic barren-
ness and climate hold the mountains in
their grip. The traveller never forgets



The Romance
of India's
Rivers,

6 The Desire of India

the marvellous contrasts he beholds, as a
few hours of travel bri.ng him from the
midst of sublime, awe-inspiring heights
into the well-cultivated, terraced fields of
the lower range, with the Indian corn bow-
ing under the weight of the ripening grain.
In front of him, in the valleys below, lie
smiling fields of rice; a backward glance
reveals the dark forest-clad heights tower-
ing hundreds of feet above, over-topped
and over-mastcred by a range of cold grey
barren peaks; the unmelted winter snowmay
often be seen lying in some hollow, and the
whole scene is tinted by the glow of a
tropical sunset. The ranges are crossed
at very high altitudes by passes which form
the means of access to the highlands of
Asia, and through which journey the hardy*
highlanders, driving their flocks of moun-
tain sheep or their herds of the’ bushy-
tailed yak, Lo deposit their burdens in the
marts of Simla, Mussoofie or Darjeeling.
The early fancies of nations have often
woven a webh of romance round some
geographical feature of their country.
Jewish exilic literature reveals a strange
passion for Jerusalem, The fruitful plains
of Mesopotamia and the easy luxury of
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Babylon failed to blot out the memory
of the loved city set on a hill. Some
mounlain, some stream, some parlicular
glade or forest finds its way by unerr-
ing instinet inlo the highest expression
of a people’s thought. Among an agri-
cultural and pastoral people, whose happi-
ness is condilioned by the prosperily of
their crops, in its turn dependent on an
adequate water supply, is it any wonder
that the imagination has been captured
by their mighty rivers—ihe Indus and
Sptlej, Ganges and  Brahmaputra,
Narbada and Tapti, Godavari and Kistna
and Cauvery ? Their sources are often
veiled in mystery. Bresking fhrough in-
accessible mountain ranges or impassable
Jungle, they bring life to the soil and food
to men in the sun-baked northern plains
or the low-lymg alluvial tracts of the
coasl provinces. *The rivers of India are
a veritable gift of God.

Indian rivers belong Lo three main groups Dirisions of the
—those of the great northern plain, those River System.
draining the tract of country cast of the
Western Ghits, and the Narbadi group of
rivers which drain and irrigate central
India and the northern portion of ihe
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Bombay Presidency proper. The Indo-
Gangetic system, consisting as it does of
no fewer than a dozen greal rivers, may be
further divided into two groups, namely
the Indus and its tributaries which fall
into the Arabian Sea, and the Ganges and
its tributaries which fall into the Bay of
Bengal. The dividing watershed is a low
crest of land running southwards from
Simla. To the west the drainage passes
into the Indus, to the east into the Ganges.

Mythology has long speculated as Lo the
origin of the Ganges. The waters are
celestial in origin as well as in virtue. A
hermit, whose austerities had endued him
with special power, prayed for a stream
that would cleanse from the defilernent
of sin, and elicited from Siva the well®
merited reply, “ O foremost of men, I am
well-pleased with thee. I will do what
will be for thy welfare~—I will hold the
Mountain’s daughter “on my head.”
Through his tangled locks to this day the
waters continue to flow. At an altitude_
of 13,000 feet, in a great icc-cavern,
the river has one of its sources. Flowing
for over a thousand miles through “ Arya-
varti,” the ancieot cradle of the Hindu
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race and the sacred ground upon which
their decds.of valour have been wrought
and their songs of viclory sung, the silent
witndss fof centuries of their joys and
sorrows, and the mother who has borne
upon her expansive bosom the ashes of
thousands of India’s pious children to their
last resting-place, the Ganges is inscparably
bound up with the hearts and lives of the
people. It is sacred to them by lies of
sentiment, of tradition, and of gratitude.
It has stood through the ages as the symbol
of Divine beneficence. To its sacredness
nothing else approaches, and popular fancy
deriveg from it the sanctity of other Indian
rivers through the agency of subterranean
sireams.

The towns and cities on the banks of the Benares.
Ganges are sacred. Benares (Kisi) and
Allahabid (Prayig), together with Hardwar,
where the river .as a mountain strcam
finds its way to the plains, form the chief
places of pilgrimage in India. To die in
Benares is salvation assured. Her streets
‘and “ ghats >’ are continually crowded with
pilgrims, and with ash-besmeared ascetics
whose cupidity finds an easy prey among
the thousands who seek spiritual reward
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and consolation. Tt was Benares thal
Buddha chose to be the first place where he
preached his doctrines. It was there also
thal Hinduism reasserted ilsclf neasly a
thousand years alierwards. Desides the
regular places of worship * every niche,
corner, and empty space upon the ghais
and in the walls of houscs is occupied by
some religious image, mutilated statue

. . or square hewn-stone. . . . The well
of Manikarniks filled with the sweat of
Vishnu, forms one of the chief attractibns
for pilgrims, thousands of whom bathe in”’
ils foetid waters. Stone steps lead down
to the edge crowded with worshippers
whose sins are washed away by the eﬂica-
CIO'U.S sprl:ng

Allahibad or Prayag, ihe holy c1ty,
situated at the confluence of the Ganges
and the Jumna. During December and
January there is held pn the vast plain
outside the city a great religious fair at
which no less than 250,000 people are
present. At full moon enormous crowds
bathe in. the sacred river. )

Hardwir is a mouch smaller town built
near the gorge where the Ganges opens out
upon the plains. It has been a sacred spot
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for at least 2000 years. Hindus flock to
it from maeny parts bringing the ashes
of their loved ones to throw into the sacred
stream. The first day of the Hindu solar
year witnesses the pgreatest assemblage of
pilgrims to commemorate the anniversary
of the appearance of the Ganges upon
earth. When the propitious moment
arrives each pilgrim struggles to be the
first to plunge himself into the waters of
the sacred pool.

“The six years’ pilgrimagefrom the Ganges’ Pilgrimages
source bo its mouth and back again is even [ Source
yet carried out by some devout spirits for '
the expiation of sin, and “ a few fanatical
devotecs may vyet be seen wearily accom-
plishing this meritorious penance by
ewneasuring their lengths.” Innumerable
pilgrims bathe themselves in the waters
m the ‘hope of washing away their sins,
and carry back .fo their distanl homes
vessels filled with-holy water—a constant
reminder of what has been accomplished,
and a spiritual solace to themselves and
their households.

The Indus rises at an altitude of 16,000 The tpgys,
feet in the trans-Himalayan trough, near
Mount Kailas. It travels north-west for
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160 miles and then enters the kingdom of
Kashmir through some magnificent gorges.
Here il dashes itself against boulders, rocks
and the mountain-sides, literally cutting
its way to the easier courses of the plains.
The gorge where il bursts through the
western Himalayas is said to be 14,000 feet
of sheer depth. The five tributaries of this
river give irrigation as well as ils name to
the grealest wheat producing tract of India
— the Punjab, which provided the first
Indian home to the ancient Aryan cOn-
querors whose colonies settled on the banks
of its rivers. i
Let us fix our attention upon the tract of
land between the Himalaya and Vindhya,
an area two and a half times the size of
the British Isles. It was oncc the bed
of an ancient sea. As the waters receded,
there poured into it streams of human life.
On these plains greal hattles have been
lost and won, and kingdems have flourished
and have decayed. They have given to a
great world-religion its birthplace, formed
the scene of its missionary conquests, and’
witnessed its downfall, To-day, over hall
the populstion of the Indian Empire find
bere their home. The welfare of the people
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of these plains—village-strewn, and teem-
ing wilh the life of one hundred and sixty
millions of men and women and children—
is on® of the crushing problems of Indian
administration. “I{ is here,” says a
writer of note, “that you may sce un-
broken continents of wheat, of millet, and
of Indian corn, endless seas of rice, and
limilless prairies of sugar-canc and indigo.
It is here you will find the teeming millions,
the nctwork of canals and railways, the
seelhing life of India. Down the ancient
sea-bed the Muhammadan invasion ebbed
and flowed, and up this same valley from
the egst the opposing force of Brilish in-
fluence crept hand over hand., The battles
of history were fought in the intermediate
Haing until step by step the desultory
conquerors from the north were bealen
back or subdued . . . and peace and tran-
quillily were restored to millions of raiyaf
(peasant) cultivators, who while battle raged
over their heads ploughed and reaped
annual harvests on this wide - spreading
belt of fertile soil.”
It is necessary that we should study still The Races of

more closely the tremendous volume of Ner™h Indie.
buman life to be found in the 200,000
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villages scattered over the north Indian
plain., The studenl, as he observes
with critical eye the characteristics of the
people, inds himself in the mids{ of the most
perplexing varicty of races and languages.
The racial origin and inter-relationships of
these peoples form an almost insoluble pro-
blem, as there are no sufficient grounds on
which to base conclusions. Atlempts have
been made to solve the problem by a study
of the language, and by careful skull
measurements. The two methods do hot
always lead to the same results: Ii scems’
probable, however, that at some time 'in
the far distant past the plains of,north
India were inhabited by a fairly homo-
geneous race, approaching in physical
characteristics the people of the south «
Whether these people, known as the
Dravidians, were the real aborigines of
India, or were lhemselves immigrants at
some still earlier date, cannot here be dis-
cussed. At some period before the
Christian era, two distinct influences were
brought o bear upon them—an Aryan®

! The Aryans, as i~ <hown by their language, helongad
to the ln.du-l‘mropmu stock from which most of the
peuplis of Kurope have <prung,
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influence from the north-west, and a
Mongolian influence from the north-east.
The result is that we have at the present
day three main racial types inhabiting three
clearly marked geographical areas. While
these types shade off insensibly into one
another, and are by no means exclusively
confined to the geographical areas to which
they belong, they are distinet in their
physical characteristics and easily recog-
nised.

The Indo-Aryan type, which probably indo-Aryans.
represents most purely the original Aryan
invaders, is to be found in the area of the
Indus and its tributaries, including the
Punjab, Sind and the north-west portion
of Rijputina. The features of the people
9of the Indo-Aryan tract approximate to
those of the European. Apart from the
Bmhmans, whose claim to purity of blood
even in the north is disputed, the chief
representatives of the Indo-Aryans are
the Rijputs and the Jats.

The Rajputs come of princely race. In
the deserts of Rajputina they have reared
anciepnt kingdoms, and observe among
themselves a type of feudalism. About
nine millions are scattered over north India.
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They arc warriors and kecep ever fresh the
memory of Lhe past, the deeds of their race,
and the length of their ancestry. In the
southern Punjab and in the TUhited
Provinces they are agriculturists, bul

will not deign to tduch the plough,
and invariably hire labour to do their
work.

The Jat is a Lypical yeoman, and the best *
cultivator in all northern India. * His
knowledge of crops,” says Mr Crooke, “ is
unrivalled and his industry unceasing.
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Every member of the family, from the old
cronc down to tiny children, shares in the
field work.”, His struggle to obtain a liveli-
hood makes him very oblivious of the rites
of religion. The Jol is freer than many
other Hindu races from the social re-
striclions which the Braliman would impose.
He is known, for example, to practise
widow remarriage.

In the area of the upper Ganges, which in- Aryo-Dravidian.
cludes all the territory watered by the
Ganges and its tributaries up to the point
where it makes a sudden bend to the south
about 300 miles from its mouth, and which
comprises the Uniled Provinces of Agra
and Qudh together with the Commissicner-
ship’ of Bihir belonging to the Bengal
Province, the admixture of blood between
Aryan and Dravidian seems to have been
greater. The type is a mixed one, but
is easily dislinguishable from both the
Indo-Aryan and the Dravidian. On the
other hand the higher strata of society
show markedly the European type of face.

"The population has a large number of Jats,
Rijpyts, and Brahmans.

In the arca of the Brahmaputra and lower Mongolo-

Ganges, including Bengal proper and a large D™"4*™
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portion of the Easiern Bengal Province,
the immigrant race was nol Aryan, bul
Mongolian. The Bengali is one of the most
easily recognised types in India. In the
higher castes in Bengal, however, there are

traces of Indo-Aryan -ancesiry. These
higher castes, numbering about three and
a half millions of people, form a very
important community in India. From
their ranks have been drawn some of the
most dislinguished lawyers, physicians,
journalists, and Government administrators
that modern India has known, and their



The Land and its Inhabitants 19

services have not been limited to Bengal,
but have been rendered throughout north
India. The_same class has also furnished
not a few scholars and religious and political
leaders whose ideals have touched the lives
of the educated public throughout the
country.

Apart from the diversity produced by I Lasguages
marked racial differences and by the forces
of two great religions, Hinduism and Islim,
north India presents a babel of languages.
Bengali, Hindi (including Urdii), and Pan-
jabi are the prevailing languages and belong
to the Indo-European family. Each is
spokem by millions of people. Urdi, called
by Europeans Hindostiini, is the Persianised
form of that dialect of Hindi which is spoken
“in the neighbourhood of Meerut. It arose
during the Muhammadan occupation of
India, and hence became the polite language
of the north. Tteis used by the upper
classes iri the Punjab and in the United
Provinces, and by all Muhammadans in
the latter area. In other paris of India
the Muhammadans speak corrupt forms of
the Urda language, but the common idea
that it can be understood in all parts of the
country is mistaken, It has a large and
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increasing literature. In addition to these
prevailing languages many others are
spoken On the north-eastern frontier and
in the country adjoining it are to be Yound
no fewer than fifty-six languages be-
longing to the Indo-Chinese family. The
most important of this group is spoken
by not much more than a quarter of a
million of people, and onc of lhe languages
included in the list at the last ccnsus was
spoken by only four persons. Over half
e dozen languages belonging to the
Indo-European family are spoken in the
areas lying on or near the north-west

frontier. .
Peoples of the  With regard to peninsular India it is more
g}upfg“ difficult to make generalisalions. Rising
up southward from the plains of northérn~
India are the slopes of the Vindhya Uplands.
For many generations ithey were the
boundary of Aryan eivilisation, which,
though it ultimately pierced this natural
barrier, never completely conquered it.
Vindhya itself means “ the divider.” Cen-
turies after the Aryan immigralion this
- range formed the chief defence of the Hindu
kingdoms of the south against their
Muhammadan foe. The hills are low,

~



TobDi WOMEN

10DY MEN






The Land and its Inhabitants zr

sparsely covered and often barren.  On
these low bare stony hills the heat of the
summer sun beats with terrific force. Parts
of thd country in drought and desolation
vie with the rainless peaks which surround
the Gulf of Suez or line the Arabian desert.”
In other parts water is to be found. Along
the Son river valley some of the most
beautiful scenery in India may be seen.
This great inaccessible bell of country is
inhabited by races distantly allied to the
peop]e of the northern Gangelic valley, and
resembhng even more closely the users of
the Dravidian tongues of southern India.
Untoughed by the Aryan civilisation of
their northern and southern brethren they
continue to live their primitive life, and
+praclice their barbarous rites. Shy, ever
on the alert, they find their natural enemies
in the races and rulers of the plains
below. The Xals, the Santals, the
Gonds, and the Bhils, are becoming peace-
able people and more trustful. The change
al the same time means often the {riumph
of Hinduism. Slowly but surely ihese
races are being brought wunder its in-
fluence, and are being gathered into its
fold and given over to the slavery
B
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of caste and the supremacy of the
Brahman.

The Deccan ( = ** the South ”*), with the
low-lying coast-lands at the foot 6% the
Ghits, is the India of the earlier years of
the British Empire. On its coast, east and
west, the first Furopean colonies were
founded,—Portuguese, Dutch, Spanish,
French, Danish, British. Here were
fought the battles for supremacy. Here
also were made the first efforts_to
christianise India. The south is the cradle
of the Christian Church, and in it has been
reared by far the larger part of the Chris tian
community.

With the exception of the Na.r’ba&x and
Tapti in the very north-westerly corner,
all the chief rivers of the Deccan flow eaft-
wards right across the Peninsula into the
Bay of Bengal. These rivers are the land-
marks of the country, and upon them also
depends, as in the north, the well-being of
the cultivator, his family and his cattle.

The Narbada river rises in the heart of
the Vindhya hills in wild and desolate
country. It “ bubbles up gently in a small
tank in one of the undulating glades on the
summit of the mountain.” It meanders
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through green meadows till it reaches the
very edge of the platcau over which it
dashes in a glistening cascade. Lower
dowr, near “the city of Jubbulpore, it flows
through a narrow gorge, the walls of which
are of pure marble. The river here flows
with a tremendous velocity. SUll further
down it disappears into a dense jungle,
and emerges upon the rich alluvial plains
of the northern corner of the Bombay
Presidency, finally entering the Arabian
Sea, 800 miles from its source. Colonel
Sleeman in his “ Rambles and Recollec-
tions ”* gives the legend of the Narbada,
and comments on the high csteem and
veneration in which it is held by the people.

“ Any Englishman,” he says, * can easily
conceive a poet in his highest © calenture
of the brain’ addressing the ocean as ‘a
steed that knows his rider,” and patting the
cresled billow as his flowing mane; but
he must come to India to understand how
every individual of a whole community
of many millions can address a fine river as
a living being—a sovereign princess, who
hears and understands all they say, and
exercises a kind of local superiniendence
over their affairs without a single temple
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in which her image is worshipped or a
single priest to profii by the delusion. As
in the case of the Ganges, it is the river
itself to whom they address themselves,
and not to any deity residing in it or pre-
siding over it—the stream ilself is the deity
which fills their imaginalions and receives
their homage.”

The Canvery. The same may be said of the other rivers
of soulh India—the Mahinadi, Godivari,
Kistna and Cauvery. The Cauvery is to
the Tamils of southern India what the
Ganges is to the Hindus of the northern”
plain, Legend makes the river the daughter
of Brahmi, the Supreme One, born into
the world as the daughter of a devout
ascetic. To bring bliss to her reputed
father she became a river which woifid -
purify from all sin. At the source of the
river stand oncient temples frequenled
every year by numbers of pilgrims. In its
course lie three islands* celebrated for their
sanctity : Seringapatam, Sivasamudram,
and Srirangam. Round the island of
Sivasamudram the river flows in magnifi-
cent cascades and rapids.

The Cosstdands Though nol comparable in magnitude

oftheSouh 40 the greal northern plain, thg coast
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districts of peninsular India resemble it
in many respects. In these districts are
to be found the great populations of the
southt The low-lying plains bordering the
sea on the west coast © 1ep1esented in
medieval ages most of the wealth and
strength of India, and are slill noted for
their great ferlility.” Of even greater
importance is the immense tract of undu-
lating plain on the east coast, with its
numerous delta formations stretching from
the” mouth of the Mahinadi to Cape
Comorm, a length of over 1000 miles. A
few miles broad in the north, it reaches a
breadth of a hundred miles in the south.
These lowlends “ are lands of pols and of
rice cultivation; of architeciural develop-
emdnt; of magnificent temples and decora-
tive monuments of the Hindu faith; of
busy centres of native culture and industry,
where alone throughout the length and
breadth of the cortinent evidences of a
really indigenous art may be found.”

The southern peninsula is peopled almost The Marathas,
entirely by Dravidian races, the exception
being the Mahirishtra, a tract of country
which lies immediately south of the Vind-
hyas, and extends to the Kistna river.
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Its eastern boundary is the Wainganga, an
importanl tributary of the Godavari.
IL seems probable that some Scythian
tribes found their way along the western
boundary of the mnorth Indian plain,
and took possession of the mountain fast-
nesses of this country. They became by
intermarriage with the original races the
ancestors of the Marathas, who may there-
fore be classed as Scytho-Dravidians, Their
predatory habils in the past have made
them feared throughout India.

The Dravidian races of the south, like the”
peoples of the north, are very largely
occupied with agricultural pursuits.. They
are responsible for the cultivation of
the alluvial tracts of the Madras Pre-
sidency. Apari from these pursuits they .
have shown, unlike many other Indian
races, the capacity for emigrafion. As
coolies they are found,in other parts of
the couniry as well as in Ceylon, Burma,
Africa, the Straits Settlements and British
Guiana. Under ihe stimulus of the Hindu
faith and Indo-Aryan culture the Dravi
dian races have had a great history., Axt,
literature, sculpture, and architecture were
developed with a vigour and originality that
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were almost unknown elsewhere in the
country. The Dravidian races have
shown remarkable capacity for organising
themselves*for the common good.

South India, as well as north, furnishes The Languages

an extraordinary example of diversity of of Softh Tndia
language. Marfithi, spoken in the Maharish-
tra, belongs to the Indo-European famnily.
Of the Dravidian languages four stand out
as prominent—Teclugu, Tamil, Kanarese,
and Malayalam. Telugu is said to be one
of the most beautiful languages of India.
Tamil has a great literature. These four
lahguages logether are spoken by over
fitty millions of people. Nine minor lan-
guages belonging to the same group are also
spoken, mostly by the non-Aryan races in
the Vindhyan uplands such as the Gonds,
Kurukhs and Khandos.

Passitlg references may be made Lo the Ceyion.
province of Burmg and the island of Ceylon.

The former has very little in common with
India, though it is politically a portion of
the Indian Empire; the latter has much
in common, but is politically separate.
Ceylon has very well-marked physical
features. The northern portion of the
island is a plain, the central and southern
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parts are mountainous. The vegetation
shows tropical luxuriance, The population
is about three and & half millions. The
northern portion of the island "has as very
large Tamil element ; the southern portion
is inhabiled by the Singhalese proper.
There is in addition a prosperous and in-
fluential community descended from (he
old European settlers and known as the
“ burghers.”

Burma consists of the tracts of land on
either side of the valley of the Irrawaddy,
with its delta, and the {wo coaslal strips,’
the western one called Arakan, and the
eastern and southern strip called Tenas-
serim. To the west of the Irrawaddy are
the Yoma mountains with peaks a little
over 4000 feet. The Shan states lie to the
east of the river, and exiend to the Salween
river. The Irrawaddy valley and®the two
coastal strips are very fertile. The uplands
are fringed by a zone-of teak-producing
country, The population of Burma is
about ten and o half millions, and is
lorgely Mongolian in character. The pre-*
vailing religion is Buddhism. One char-
acteristic of Burma is its large [flerate
population. Over a thitd of the male
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population can read and write, and the
number of women who are literate is greater
than in any other part of India.

T the stranger in India nothing is so Diversity of
impressive as the cxtraordinary diversity ~**"*”"
which continually meets him—diversity of
landscape, diversity of races, and diversity
of language. The luxuriant vegetation of
the Western Ghats and the graceful cocoa-
nut palms rising from the deep green of the
mountain sides, viewed from the decks of
o Qiner as it approaches the harbour at
Bombay, soon disappear as the railway
ascends the steep inclines, and the rocky,
boulder-scattered, dark-soiled plateau of
the Deccan is reached, with its patches of
scrubby overgrowth, where the dwarfed
bPoad-leafed sl is the only tree that seems
able to exist, Still further north lie the
stretches’ of the Indo-Gangetic plain where
no gradients retard or accelerate the speed
of the passing train® Far away to the west
are the treeless sandy wastes of the Punjab
and Sind, interspersed with great fertile
‘tracts adjoining the rivers and the reclaimed
areas where virgin soil breaks into luxuri-
ance under the influences of immense canal
systems. To the east are the tropical and

¥
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malaria-stricken marshes of Bengal, where
anpual inundations have been turned by
theindusiry of maninlo a blessing. Tracts
of couniry, in total area eqhal te the
whole of England, produce rich harvests
of ricee TFrom such scenes where the
monotonous flatness of the landscape be-
comes oppressive a few hours of travel
bring us into the almost impenetrable and
water-logged jungle tracts of ihe Tarai,
inhabited by the panther, leopard, tiger
and elephant. Finally, the snow-capbed
peaks of the Himilayas come into view,
and we are {ransporled f{rom {ropical
luxuriance into Arctic barrcnness. These
are some of lhe contrasts. The south
is an unknown India to the north.
Standing on the Ghits a few milks .
from Comorin and looking northwards,
one can see to the west the well-
wooded and overgrown, terraces of Tra-
vancore, the graceful outlines of the cocoa-
nut and areca palms adding beauty to
the landscape. To the east strelching
far away to the north are the undulating
“fiery-red ” sand plains of Tinnevelly and
Madura ; in ihe hollows appcar® cases
of Lthe plantain-tree; in the deltas of the
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rivers fields of green paddy may be seen;
and on the horizon a fringe of feathcry
palmyra groves rises sheer from the sands
of the burning plains.

The races of India presenl a diversity of Diversity of
Lype, habils, language, manners, customs N2
and clothing, greater even than the diver-
sily of the counlry jusl described. They
include the short, broad-nosed, scantily
clothed peasantry of Madras and the rude,
uncouth, aboriginal tribes who subsisl on
roots and berries, and for whom an apron
of leaves and grass suffices. In siriking
contrast to the latter tribes are the high
cheek:boned Marathas of the Deccan,
who are among the bravest races of India,
or the Brihmans of Poona, who for in-
téllectual acuteness are second to no other
race in the world. In the same part of
India are the Parsis, who by Lheir wealth,
culture and ability exert an influence far
out of proportion to their numbers. The
races of the mnorth include the astule
Bengali, the proud Rajput, the labour-
loving Jat, and the short, sturdy, warlike
Gurkha, whose features show his Mongolian
origin, the stolid peasaniry and the tall,
lithe-limbed Sikh of the Punjab. In the
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bazaars of Peshawar may be seen swathed
in ample garments the fanatical, full-
bearded fronlier men, the hero of
many a iribal dispute, who carries hts life
in his hand, and never forgives an enemy.
Such are the diversilies of human types to
be found in India. It has been truly re-
marked by Mr Crooke “ that the Punjab
diffcrs in physique, language, and tradilion
as much from the Madrasi as the Nea-
politan from the Scotchman.” This
diversity of peoples and languages corfsti-
tutes one of the great difficulties in the®
introduction of Christianity inlo India.

QUESTIONS FOR CHAPTER I

These questions are intended to enable students
to make sure that they have grasped the importint «
facts in the chapler. They arc notl intended to
replace the “Helps™ for leaders of *Missionary
Bands or Cireles, issucd by the different Missionary
Societies and contaimng ffl suggpestions for the
conduct of each meeting. Application for these
should be made to the Missivnary Sociely with
which the Band or Circle is connected.

L

1. What are the principal natural features of
north and south Indin vespectively, and what are
the chief respects in which the two divisions of the
country differ from each other?
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2. Name the chief rivers of India, indicaling the
three groups into which they naturally fall.

3. What place do they hold in the life and affee-
tion of the people?

4. What are the reasuns which have jed to the
Ganges being considered sacred ?

5. What places on ils banks possess a special
sanetity ¢

6. In whal ways do the fcelings of the people
lowards their rivers find expression ?

7. What is the place of the Himalaya range in
Indian sentiment ?

8. Name the leading languages of India (cf.
ApPendix B).

9. Mention the most important characteristics of
the following parts of India: The Eimalayas, ithe
Ganges Valley, the Punjab, the Vindhyan slopes,
the Daccan, Lhe couast-lands of Lthe south.

10. What are the distinguishing marks of the
Rajputs, the Jats, the Bengalis, the Gurkhas, the
paople of the Norih-West frontier, the inhabitants
of the Ganges Valley (Aryo-Dravidian), the Mara-
thas, the ].)ravidian races of the south?

11. Can India, in spile of its diversity, be re-
garded as a unity, and, if so, on what grounds?

RETFERENCES FOR FURTHER STUDY

The Imperial Gazelteer of Indin, New Edition, vol. i.
chaps. i., vi., vii.

Cnookn—Nalives of Northern India.

Rice—Qceasional TFssays on Native South Indian
Life.

SrermaNn—Rambles and Recolleclions,
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Bn wiey-Bir—Chota Nagpur.

Brabpriy-Birr—Story of an Indian Upland.

Brycu—Geography and Atlag of Protestant Missions,
Pp- 343-60.

Ric rren—History of Missions in India, pp, 1-17.

Jownns—India’s Problem, chap, i.

Numerous popular works oun India.

Fuller particulars regarding the books referred te
will be found m the Bibliography at the end.



CHAPTER TI
TN LIFE OF THE PEOPLE

It is impossible within the limits of a single
chapter to give a description of every
aspect of Indian life. In these pages the
lifc of the towns will be left out of account,
and atteniion will be concentrated on the
countless v1lluges which afford a home to
the vast majority of the population.

The importance of the villages of Impotance of
India for understanding the life and '™ Vilages.
the germmus of Ufe people cammot e
oVer-estimated. Leaving out of account
certain adminisirative areas (Baluchistin
and Burma, the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, and Aden), the population of
India in 1901 amounted to 282,991,063, or
eight and a half times that of England and
Wales, which the same year returned a
population of 82,5626,075. An analysis of
these figures under the head of Rural and
Urban populations brings out a striking

fact. The figures are as Tollows —
85
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(QUNIRY TREAN RURAL TOFAL.

England  and

Wales 25,054,268 TATL,80T 82,526,075
Tudia 28,170,276  254,820,78¢ 282,991,003
Eastern Bengal

and Aseam 7A0,933 30,224,626 90,901,459

Thus England and Wales with a mere
fraction of the populalion of India have an
urban population which falls shorl of the
corresponding figure for India by only
about three millions. On the other hand
the rural population of India is nea,rly
thirty and a half {imes as large as that of
England and Wales. For further com-
parison let us lake lhe new province of
Eastern Bengal and Assam, which has a
population very nearly as greal as ihat of
England and Wales. The distribulion f
urban and rural populalion, however, is in
marked contrast. The urban population is
under three quarters of g million, while the
rural includes 80,224,526 souls, distributed
in nearly 92,000 villages. It needs all the
imagination of which we are capable to
appreciate these facts. Immense tracts
of country, wilh a total area which
would cover the whole of Europe excepl-
ing a part of Russia, are strewn over with
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more than half a million villages, each
having less than 5000 inhabitlants.

A m:ssmnary book published a short time The Dystrict

ago has brought before its readers with ° Champaian
peculiar vividness the picture of a single
district in the Bihir division of the Bengal
Presidency, where till recently, with the
exceplion of a small Roman Catholic
mission, lhere was no other Christian
agency. In size this district of Champaran
is for India an ordinary district. It is
s1tuated east of the Gandak river, which is
“a fribulary of the Ganges. Two of its
Jmportan’t towns, Bettiah and Motihari,
easily recognisable on the map, with the
town of Chanpatia, have a lotal popula-
tion of nearly 48,006, Yet the- disirict,
180 miles long by 55 broad, contains a little
over one and three quarter millions of
people distributed over 2,622 villages.
More than half of the latter have under
500 inhabitants. *

In these villages truc India is to be Consarvatism of
found—inscrutable, unchanging.  Here % Villages.
have been built her social institutions, and
that passive strength which for centuries
has defied the invader and proved imper-
vious to all new ideas. The village com-
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munity is a self-centred commonwealth,
with little dependence for its welfare on the
outer world. It is an agricultural or-
ganisation, its simple needs being salisfied
by its own efforts. For their material
welfare the inhabitants desire peace, a
productive soil, and a seasonal, yel adequate
rainfall. In some parts of India this last
may be looked for with greater certainty
than in others, though always there is the
hauntmg fear that this year ] prospeuty
may give place to next year’s drought.
Some of the villages of north India have
a charm unparalleled clsewhere. *One of
the prettiest sights in India,” saysMr Crooke,
“is a Jat village on a morning in the cold
weather. The fields round the site are
masses of green, darker and more luxuridnt
near the houses, where a plentiful supply
of manure is forthcoming. The oxen work
the creaking wheels at the numerous wells ;
the air is full of the song of men and boys,
as the bag is hauled full of water to the
surface. The stream trickles along in-
numerable channels, and is directed into
each litile plot by the ready hands of the
girls. The spare yokes of cattle chew the
cud lazily al the mangers close by. The
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old people sit under the trees, the women
spinning, the men smoking and gossiping.
All displays o scene of rural peace and
prosprrity which it would be hard to equal
in any country in the world.” It is perhaps
due to the benevolence of nature that this
idyllic pictare is possible. The wonderiul
skies, the ficlds in many shades of green
and gold, the crisp, sharp cold of the
northern plains and the distant hills draw
to themsclves the attention of the traveller,
and cause him momentarily to forget the
meanness of the huts and the squalor and
insanitation of the village streets, where
disease and dcath are fostered by the
ignorance of the inhabitants.

The village site usually covers a small area The Appearance
upon Whlch the houses are compactly built, ofa Village
small and miserable in their appearance.
The roofs are low, and consist usually of
thatch, or thatch covered over with clay.
The material of the walls depends on the soil.
Where stone is not available—and this is
the case wherever much arable soil is found
—unburnt bricks, set in and covered with
‘clay, are largely used. The more prosper-
ous houses have often a porch built of burnt
bricks set in cement. The interior of most
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houses is enclosed by a high wall forming
& courlyard which lies between the entrance
and the dwelling-rooms. Eplering the
courlyard, a miscellaneous assortmént of
objects moets the eye. On one side sfand
lhe mangers at which the cattle contentedly
feed; occupying another portion of the
not too spacious courlyard is the village-
cart built to sustain the shocks of the
prinutwe country roads, which flow rive

in the rainy season, and, furrowed by theé.
ponderous traffie, bake to a granite hard.
ness under the rays of the sun. A tree
branch, forked and rough-hewn, shod
with a plough-share, is the chief and
the most complicated instrument the
farmer possesses. A verandah usually
protects the entrance to the one or mdre
dwelling-rooms. Space is found in & corner
for a small fire-place, round which'is a clean
swepl and newly plasteged area, where the
necessary arrangements for cooking are
made. A few beds will also find a place
here, or in the adjacent rooms, where also
the scanty wardrobe and the few valuables
are slored. Upon this part of the house
the farmer’s wife usually bestows a good
deal of care. The children, when still too
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young to wander into the village streel,
find within the house ample opportunity
for exercise, playing under the watchful eye
of their mother as she carries on her simple
domestic duties,

The daily life of the peasaut is one round The Round of
of labour. To the uniniliated il may ap- D2y Toil
pear an easy one, bul the monolonous
drudgery of sowing crops, watering the
fields and reaping ihe harvest makes the
men appear prematurely old; while the
donfestic duties of the women, the rearing
of their children and the hard manual
labour which they undertake, bring on an
early decay. With the first advent of the
monsoon in early June, the cultivator
begins to plough his fields. From morning

. tilt evening he is at work with his patient
oxen. Backwards and forwards they go
with slow-measured tread. The ground
is torn up—not a very deep furrow, but
sufficient for the farmer’s purposes. With
great care the weeds are removed, and the
seed is sown. Then comes a lime of patient
Waiting-—not idle, for the fields have to be
watered if the rains fail at the critical time,
the seedlings have to be protected from the
depredations of birds, and a constant
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weeding has to be kept up lest lhey should
be choked. Where irrigation is by canals,
a close waich has to be kepl on the quantity
of water Lhat reaches the fields. Measures
have to be taken Lo prevent an unfriendly
neighbour from diverting the water inlo
his own lands. The latter is no infrequent
occurrence, and is the most fruitful cause
of the feuds which are waged with bitter-
ness and even with personal violence.

Over large tracts of the northern plain, and
especially in Bengal where more than 50,000
square miles are grown wilh it, rice is thé
chief crop cultivaled. The rice is sown’in
nurseries, and the seedlings are trans-
planted to inundated fields, the waler being
oblained from the overflow of a swollen
river or from some canal system. Almdsi
oll the inhabilants of the villages, men,
women and children, turn out and become
for the ensning weeks a race of amphibians.
Most of the day is spent in the water trans-
planting the tender shoots into the soft
soil.

The harvest in north India cones in the
months of September, Oclober, and even as
late as December. It is a time of rejoicing,
though hardly of less toil. Armed with
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small hand—scythes the farmer and his family
retainers and serfs go forth to bring in the
barvest. Threshing lhe corn follows the
days ef harvest, and to the housewife there
remain further days of toil, when wilh the
other women of Lhe household she has to
take her turn at lhe grindslone to provide
her husband and her children with food.
Meanwhile the men are again preparing
for work. The ploughing recommences
late in the ycar. The seed is again sown,
and*by April another harvest is at hand.
The month of May is often a {ime of short
respite. Then weddings are celebrated,
and pilgrimages to some sacred shrine or
river, or even to the sacred cities of the
Ganges, may be carried out. The Indian
farmer has many difficulties to contend
against, such as imperfect implements,
badly regulated water-supplies, the torrid
heat of summer, through which no man
can pass unscathed, and the malaria
which invariably follows the inundatlion
necessary for the great rice-crops. Yet
through all these vicissitudes the villager
passes patiently and even content, bearing
his {ridls ** with exemplary fortitude and
resignation.”
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The villager has short periods of re-
laxation, when he takes his simple pleasures.
In the summer evenings after sunset groups
of men gather at their favourite haunts,
such as within the main porch of a neigh-
bour’s house or near ithe adjacent village
well.  There they may be seen sitting cross-
logged on the ground, or on mats or on the
low hedsteads so common in North India.
The affairs of their neighbours, as well as
their own, are discussed with freedom if not
with vehemence. The village gossip®and
scandal is repeated, and at a later hour will
be relailed to their wives and fendale
relatives. Prospects of the season’s crops
will be discussed, comments will be made
on such subjects of unfailing interest as the
rents, taxes, water-dues, or the law-siils
in which they or their friends are engaged.
The pipes are lit and their gurgle Aliernates
with the dull drone of human voices. On
rare occasions a wandering musician and
bard will regale the company with music
and song. The stranger within their gates
will speak of the world which he has seen, of
the glory of distant cilies and the wonders of
the railway, or he may exlol the merits of
a particular shrine or the virtues of some
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distant saint from whom he has obtained
a boon. More often the conversation turns
on magical cures that have been performed,
or on-mystenous appearances which have
Lieralded some disaster or point {0 an im-
pending calamity. It is at these humble
gatherings that the attitude of the village to
new and strange institulions is determined.
The new hospilal, dispensary or school are
here discussed, and upon them judgment is
passed.

The daily toil of the women of India i in The te Position
the villages calls for special trealment. Ag °f Womea.
a girl-wife the woman is brought to her
husband’s home and is disciplined in her
new duties by a nol over-considerate
mother-inJaw or elder female relative.
Tha lot of woman is a heavy one. Her
ordinary domestic dulies are exacting,
The houséwife begins the day by bringing
her supplies of water from Lhe village well,
and attending to the needs of her husband
and children. She cooks the midday meal
and may have to carry it out into the fields.
She grinds the corn and husks the rice.
With her pressing duties and maternal
cares her opportunities for relaxalion and
pleasure arve very limited, Often she has
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to undertake heavy tasks in the fields, as
in parts of Bengal where the women are
solely responsible for transplanting the
tender rice seedlings. The women ef the
lower classes are an important factor in
Lhe supply of labour. Hundreds earn their
livelihood by carrying burdens or by be-
coming harvesters and general agricultural
labourcrs.

I is erroneous to suppose that the great
bulk of the women of India are rigorously
secluded. Every household of any reSpec-
tability has its special women’s quarters,
but the women are more or less free, and
usually a woman is mistress of her own
household, and her will is submitted to in
most domestic matters. She delermines
for example what will be spent on a fansily,
function such as the marriage of a daughter,
or what pilgrimages will be “made or
ceremonies performed. The seclusion of
women is confined ts the upper ranks,
and in some parts of the country it is
practically unknown. The praclice is
looked upon as the mark of socisl
posilion. An authority tells us that al-
though “ the sysiem has not been adopted
by the lower castes in the North, and not
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generally adopted by the Hindus of the
West and South, yet it has affected public
opinion and thereby restricted the liberty
of woman 6 a great extent throughout the
country.” A far greater social evil is the
early marriage of women, and the con-
demnation to perpetual widowhood of
thousands whose husbands have died when
they were mere children.

Reference has been made in a previous The Monsoon.
chapter to the influence of the rivers of
Indfa upon the life of the people. But
the agricultural and pastoral welfare of
thé country does not depend upon these
alone. They in their turn are dependent
partially on the rain; and their capacity
to irrigate is limited to the adjacent tracts
of*land, supplied either directly by them-
selves or by their subsidiary canals. What
of the Vast areas of country which are
not irrigated by either river or canal?
Their prosperity is conditioned by the
seasonal incidence of a sufficient rainfall.
During the beginning of May rural India
‘awaits news of the coming rainfall ; tele-
graphic communication from the coast
towns" keeps the interior informed of the
passage of the moist currents from the Bay
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of Bengal and the Arabian Sea. Aboul the
middle of the month showers are reported
on the west coast of India, and ihe
northerly portions of the east’coast.> The
rain clouds pass over the Western Ghits,
after depositing a very large amount of
their moisture on their seaward face,
ond traverse the interior in a north-
easterly direction. This is the great
south-western monsoon, upon which the
agriculiural prosperity of the northern
plain and of central and western Ihdia
depends. It lasls till the end of August;
and in some parts even till the end’of
September, The current from the Bay of
Bengal recurves over the Peninsula giving
rain over the tracts east of the Western
Ghitls. Tt gradually recedes towards the .
south, and is exhausted by the end of
December. A south-westerly curtenl now
springs up and brings rain again—though
in much lighter showers—over northern
India. To this special kindly dispensation
of naturc India owes much, and the
spiritual instinet of her people has given’
recogpition to this in their worship.

The constani regularity of the south-
western nonsoon is occasionally broken.
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Then anxiety creeps into the faces of the
peasantry. The farmer wonders how the
crops are Lo spring up when each day the
sun pdurs its rays pitilessly on the earth,
and the soil hardens under lheir influences.
The millions who have no land or cattle
of their own, and hence no credit with the
money-lender, speculale as to what their
fate will be. Anxiety soon gives place to
aclual want; the skies are as brass, un-
clouded and hopeless ; the catile—among
the ‘chief assels of the peasantry—grow
lean, and their owners scour the country-
side for the green spots where they can find
fodder for their beasts. Such expedients,
however, are soon exhsusted. The caitle
now begin to perish ; this in fact is the first
great tragedy of an Indian famine. The
scene is one which must live in the minds
of those who have witnessed it. Take for
inslance the terrible days in the summer of
the year 1900 in the Guzerat division of
the Bombay Presidency Great tracts of
level plain, which in the ordinary course
would have been covered with the most
luxuriant erops of grain and rice, were a
scene of awful miscery. Not a blade of grass
or sign of vegetation was visible save the
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gaunt lineaments of leafless trees. from
whose branches every vestige of foliage had
been stripped by the desperate inhabilants
in the effort 1o find food for their “cattle.
So serious did the state of things ullimately
hecome, that the Government was com-
pelled to organise relief-trains in which
caiile were transported outside the area of
devastation.

The greatest tragedy is the wastage of
human life in spite of all the eforts made
by the Indian administration. It is with a
feeling of horror that we turn to the details
of the Indian famines. During the last forty
yearsof the nineteenth centuryno fewer than
six great famines devastated large, populous
and usually prosperous parts of the couniry.
The past eight years have not effaced “thee
memory of the famine of 1899-1900. A
missionary, in his annual letter, gives his
experience in the Nizam’s Dominions :
‘It has been a year ofie hopes never to see
the like of a,gain By the road-side, on
the road itself, in corners of streets, in the
midst of busy traffic and in the fields, the
dying were found; and, where possible,
helped back to life and hope. Everywhere
was death and dumb despairing woe. Many
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a Hindu and Muhammadan to-day lhanks
God for life and hope restored through the
pity of Christ by His people who lovingly
gave for His sake. Our spiritual cfforts,
it is true, were lessencd through the famine,
but the spiritual work accomplished by
that messenger of God is, T verily bhelieve,
greater than if len missionarics had been
filling the district with the story of Christ.”
The number of deaths in the Bombay
Presidency rose from the yearly average of
somewhat over half a million to one and a
quarter millions during the famine year of
1900.

The bright side of the picture must not Efforts of Relief.
be forgolten, indeed any account of the
last famine would be incomplete without
reference to Lhe heroic efforts made by the
Government of India and by private
agencies — mostly  Christian — to  save
human life. The memory of that effort
will ever live in Indian history. The
words of Lord Curzon, than whom there is
no greater authority on the famine of 1900,
may be quoted. *“ Numerous cases of
devotion, amounting to the loftiest heroism,
have been brought under my notice. I
have heard of Englishmen dying at their
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posts without a murmur. 1 have seen
cases where the entire organisation of a vast
area and the lives of lhousands of beings
rested upon the shoulders of & sinple in-
dividual labouring on in silence and solitude
while his bodily strength was fast ebbing
away. Ihave known natives who, inspired
by his example, have thrown themselves
wilh equal ardour into the stiuggle, and
have uncomplainingly laid down their lives
for lheir countrymen. Par’ucula;rly raust
I mention the noble efforts of the m1ss1ona.ry
agencies of various Christian denomina-
tions. If ever there was an occasion in
which their local knowledge and influence
were likely to be of value, and in which
it was open to them to vindicaie the highesl
standards of their beneficent calling] iis
was here; and strenuously and faithfully
have they performed the task.” *

No account of the village would be com-
plete twhich fmled to consider the social
structure of the community, especially in
ils relalion to the instilution of caste.
The stringency which requires that ihe

unclean sections of the community should
live withoul the village smite, that upon
other seclions should fall special functions,






LAMINE CHIIDREN

ANTM AL

FAMINE



The Life of the People 53

that certain members should be exempled
from particular duties, arc all the conse-
quences of a social order which is one of the
oulstending characteristics of India, and
which to the weslern mind is summed up in
the one word “ Casle.”

The chiel distinguishing marks of a casle Recognition of
are the recognition of a common anceslor §eommon
and the pursuit of a common calling. A
caste cousists of groups of families, all of
them claiming to be descended from a
comthon mythical or traditional ancestor,

Wwho may be “ human or divine.” This
comimon ancestry gives 1o the caste a
common name, such as Brihman, or Rijput.

The members of a caste usually profess Pursnit of a
to follow the same calling—in fact caste is gg{;;ggﬂ
+said to be based on a community of function.

The Brithman for instance is the priest,
or ralher Re has the qualifications necessary
for that calling, Those not belonging to
the caste can never create ihe right 1o
follow it. On the other hand every Brih-
man does not exercise the priestly office,
for the reason that the vocation is over-
crowded, or because he or his ancestors
found some more profitable or congenial
means of subsistence. Considerable lati-

”



Contrast with
Social Distinc-
tions Elsewhere.

54 The Desire of Iadia

tude is allowed him as long as the new
profession he chooses does not involve
ceremonial pollution. I[n Bengal Proper,
only one Brihman in six, in Bihir one
in thirleen, in Orissa only one in lhirty:
four, iv found to exercise the function
of priest. Brihmans * are found in large
numbers among agriculturists, soldiers
and policemen, clerks and other more re-
spectable callings.” In such a calling as
agriculture they probably would refuse to
do the actual manual labour of tilling the
fields, and depend gencrally on hired or serf
labour. This latitude of taking Lo other pro-
fessions is also allowed within certain limils
1o other castes.

Each caste forms an exclusive social unil.
Its members are prohibited from inier-
marrying or eating with those nol belong-
ing to the caste. The existente of ex-
clusive groups with such restrictions as lo
marriage and eating -in common is nol
peculiar 1o India, They are known to have
existed among Grecks, Germans, and other
peoples. Even in modern Europe public
opinion recognises certain restrictions as
regards marriage and social intercourse.
But in India these restrictions have be-



The Life of the People 55

come hardened info an iron law, and the
system has attained a rigidity unparalleled
elsewhere. | The maintenance of casle
purily has beeome the chief duty of life,
Jn other lands social distinetions ean be
overcome ; it is possible Tor a man 1o pass
from one social grade to another, DBul in
India & man’s caste i~ his desliny, irrevo-
cably fixed from his birth. The calling he
may pursue and the character of those
with whom he must associate are un-
alterhbly determined, and nothing he can
¢ver do will make any difference in his
position. The division into castes has been
reinforced by tradition, by religion, by
the individual’s outlook on life, so that
these differences have come to be regarded
as fnherent in the nature of things, and Lo
the people themselves * a formula of life.”
When some caste law has been broken Strictness of
the elders of the caste meet together in ©2t® Rules
solemn conclave. The accused is con-
fronted by witnesses of his offence, which is
invariably Lhe breach of some caste law or
etiquette, such as eating in the house of
a person of inferior degree or [ailure to
conform to the punctilious regulations
when marrying a son or a daughter. The
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offence proved, the accused is cither ex-
communicated or is forgiven after he has
made obeisance and given some sign of his
humilialion. In addition a fine is exttacied
from him, and he usually feasts his fellow-
caste-men. The Abbé Dubois, who al the
beginning of the last century lived as an
ascetic for many years among the people
of southern India, gives us some inter-
esting experiences of the rigidity of casle
law. A number of Bi hmans, he tells us,
at some domeslic function wnwitlingly
allowed a Stiha to eat with them. Wheh
the matter came to light they were subjected
to the most rigorous purificatory rites
before they were re-admitted to caste.

An example of an even more heinous
crime against caste-law is given us by the-
same authorily. ‘A marriage,” he writes,
“ had been arranged, and, in the presence
of the family concerned, certain ceremonies
which were equivalent-to betrothal amongst
ourselves had taken place. Before the
actual cclebralion of the marriage, which
was fixed for a considerable lime aflerwards,
the bridegroom died. The parents of the
girl, who was very young and pretty, there-
upon married her to another man. This
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was in direct violation of the custom of the
caste, which condemns to perpetual widow-
hood girls thus hetrothed, even when, as
in thds case, the fulure bridegroom dies
shefore marriage has heen  consummated.
The consequence was that all the persons
who had taken partl in the second ceremony
were expelled {rom caste, and uobody
would conirnel marringe or have any inler-
course whatever with ihem. A long time
afterwards I inel several of them well-
advanced in age who had heen for this
reason alone unable 1o obtain hushands
or Wives, as the case mighi be.”

"There is a belicf which has gained wide Number of
currency Lhal only four castes exist in ©*®*
Hindu Sociely—the Brihman or priest,
Kshallriya or warrior, Vaisya or trader,
and Sadra or labourer. This division
has praclically no value, for it merely
indicates the lraditional Hindu classi-
fication and is notl In accordance with the
facts os found to-day in the villages of India.
The Bruhman still exisls, but the other
{hree no longer exist as castes, and corre-
spond Jfo no well-defined social divisions.
In their place there is an innumerable
number of castes which denote a variely
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of functions, particular cults and, among
the lowest in ihe social scale, particular
tribes that have been brought inlo the fold
of Hinduism, or even nationalilies "which
have accepted an Aryan civilisation. A lig
of castes has rccently been prepared with
much care and it *“ includes 2878 main castes
and tribes, and 43 races or nationalities.”
With these complicated principles as a
background, we are enabled to understand
betler the social order prevalent in an
Indian village. Speaking generally,” the
whole community divides itsclf under four
heads—lhe Brahmans, the agricultiral
class, the village functionaries, and the
outcaste tiribes. The Brahmans, who
usually do not excecd more than half a
dozen families in a small village, occipy
themselves in many ways. Some are the
hereditary priests, olhers are small land-
holders or superior tenants. They are
usually prosperous, for whatever their
occupation they are the recipients of many
favours from the inhabitanis, upon whom
il is incumbent to make them presents
and to feast them on the occasion of every
domestic event and at parlicular seasons.
They are consulted on all occasions, The
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priest is requested to examine the horo-
scopes of the boy and girl who are {0 be
married ; the auspicious days for beginning
ploughing, sowing and reaping are decided
%y him. Tor all these offices he receives
gifts. The Bralunan is conscious of his
superiorily, yet he is obsequious lo his
wealthier and prosperous clients, while he
is intolerant to the lowesl sections of the
community, whose impurity is so great
that they are unworthy to receive his
miniStrations. The Brihman population
of India amounts to over fourteen and three
quarter miltions,

The agriculturists form the bulk of the The Agricuitur-
Indian population. By a convenient re- ™ ==
striction of the term they include all the

*castes who are small landlords, who may
or may not till the soil themselves, and who
employ Brihmans to perform iheir cere-
monies, These clagses form the strongest
element of the villhge community. The
Rajput (though often his claims to social
status are much higher), the Jat, the Ahir
of north India, the Marithi Kunbi of
western India, the Vellali and the Kallan
of the Tamil country are important mem-
bers of this class.
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The Jat is the finesl specimen ol lhe
agriculturist. He is independent and in
social usage has been known to defy
Brihmanical authority. To his " inde-
pendence he adds a remarkable capaciiz
for work. The Jat is peaceably disposed
if he is left alone, bul resents interference
in his affairs. He is known occasionally to
take o a predatory existence, will organise
expeditions for plunder, and will do any-
thing, it is said, *“from gambling lo murder,”
The homely wisdom of the villager describes
him accurately in the proverbs which are
current. “The Jat like a wound is better
when bound.” His lack of culture is {thus
summed up by the countryside: “Though
the Jat grows refined he will still use a mat
for a pocket-handkerchief.”” Testimony is-
borne to the assiduity with which he and his
wife and children occupy themselves, *The
Jat’s baby has a plongh handle for a play-
thing,” “ The Jat stood on his corn-heap
and said to the king’s elephant-drivers,
‘ Will you sell these little donkeys?’ "1

In south India, especially in the Tamil
country, the Vellals corresponds to the Jat

1 ¢ Census of India,” vol, i., Ethnographic Appendices,
vp 74
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farmer. A prosperous member of the caste
may own a {farm of about 200 acres, and
will possess forty to sixty bullocks for
ploughing ; to these he may add a con-
siderable number of sheep and goats. For
help to cullivale his land he is dependent
on his caste-fellows--usually poorer rela-
tions. For the more menial lasks he calls
in the unclean castes, whose dwellings near,
but not within, the actual village site are a
common feature throughoul the country,
Over *these people iradition and custom
htve given the Vellili cerlain rights.
Apart [rom the trials of farnme, of flood The Probiems

and of disease, lhe great peasant clags ¥fhe Feasant
suffers in other ways. The villager is the
subject of the oppression of officialdom.
#e pays his taxes lo the Slate and is often
made the prey of petly functionaries who
threaten tb reassess his fields on o higher
scale unless he buys them off for a con-
sideration. To pay«his taxes in a lean
scason, to raise funds for a law-suil (lor
which he has a passion), or to provide for
the marriage of bis daughter, which he does
with a ?rodigah'ty that is often ruinous, he
has recourse to the money-lender, whose
exorbitant demands may lead to loss of the

i
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small holding which has been with his an-
cestors for many generations. Towards the
relief of Lhe agriculturist much beneficial
legislation has been directed. ” It may save
him from many enemies, but whether j
will tcach him {o restrict his expenditure
where the honour of his family is concerned,
such as al marriages or funeral ceremonies,
is very questionable. Still the interests of
ihe cultivator class are paramount, for i
forms the bulk of the community. * The
peasant,” says an English writer, * with his
pair of lean oxen and rude plough, is the
pillar of the Empire, and our lask in India
is only half done as long as we neglect
any feasible methods for advancing his
interests.”

The funclionaries of the village are an,
important element in the community.
They include the carpenter, blacksmith,
jeweller, money-lender, barber and palan-
quin bearer; and in*many village com-
munities the writer, who keeps a record of
the fields with their proprictors or tenants,
the washerman, the potter, the brick-
layer, the basket-maker, ihe oil-presser, the
shepherd, the musician, the devil-dancer,
and the fortune-teller are also 1o be found,
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These castes-—perhaps with the exception
of the village writer—hold lower rank than
the castes clasqlﬁed above as as;mcultunstq
The teuch of a number of lhese cusles is
;-.Qt:mdererl by the Drihman as defiling.
aslly, 1here ave the out-caste Lribes Who The out-Caste
are not permitled Lo reside within the Thbes.
village. They arc employed by the peasants
as field-labourers, Aparl from Lhis they
may exercise parlicular functions, such as
that of lealher-workers. As a typical
cose the Madigas will aflord a good ex-
ample. They are one of ihe leather-work-
ing ®*castes of the Telugu country. Their
huls are miserably built, the dimensions
rarely exceeding 10 feet squarc. Their
belongings include some earthen pots—if
progperous o few brass oncs—to which
they may add a cot or two, a few low stools,
and if forttine is very propitious a cow and
some {owls. A wnter whao has lived among
them Lells us that *wonly one-third of the
Madiga population is above absolute want.
. Many a day m the year they go
htingry, glad if Lhey can gel a meal of boiled
grain of a kind thal is cheaper even than
rice, and a little pepper water over it {o give
it a relish.” Perhaps it is due 1o their lack
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of other means of subsistence that some of
these polluting classes are known to feed on
carrion. For this they are abhorred by the
caste-people of the village. So unclean are
they considered that they are nol allowgd
Lo pass along a Brihman street, much less
allowed to eunter the house of a Brahman.
Even the agriculturists have scruples about
admitling them within their doors. The
Abbé Dubois records a case where an out-
caste was murdered for having Lhe audacity
to enter the house of a Brilunan.
Thesc castes are not permitted to use the
village well. Sometimes special wells "are
sunk for them, or lhey have to be conlent
with the water which lies in some slagnant
pool. Perhaps the saddest sign to-day is
the callous regard the average Hinduhase
for the Madig and his kind. This may be
due to generations of inheritance, but even
the educated Hindu has not been awakened
Lo his responsibilities ¥o these his brethren.
Very often the only notice that he takes
of them is when he brings against the work
of Christian missions what seems Lo him
the weightiest argument—namely that most
of the converis come from these depressed
clagses. It iz Christianity that brings lo
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them for the first {ime the prospect of
social advancement and the stimulus of
hope.

To @ve an adequate survey of the whole The charm of
thIndian village life is an impotsible task. ¥ ge Life
s complexity is unly equalled by the
diversily to be found {hroughout the
length and breadth of India. Social con-
ditions, practices and customs vary with
different parts of the counlry and make
generalisalions as undesirable as they are
untrue. Yet enough perhaps has been
said to indicate some of the characteristic
features of village life in India. That life
is not without much human interest. We
have followed the people into their villages
and ﬁelds, sat by them in their homes, and
“seen them take their innocent pleasures.
Their simple manner of existence and the
fewness of their wants give to Indian rural
life a romantic chagm. We get a glimpse
of the Indian peasant while * the
whole machinery of life and death is in
fyll play and our villager shouts to the
patient oxen and lives his life. Then
gradual; darkness and food with homely
joys, a little talk, a little tobacco, a few sad
songs, and kindly sleep.”
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But the sombre has to be added to the
picture 1o give it truth. Passing reference
has heen made to the iniquities of child-
marriage and the prohibition of widow-
remarriage, whereby lhe lives of mexty
innocent creatures are marred for ever.
The child-widow is the drudge ol the house-
hold. Her life is exposed to temptation,
as she is driven lo desperation by the
crueliy of her circumnstances. She is con-
temptible in the eyes of her fellows ; iradi-
tion has ordered that her very presence is
inguspicious, She may nol share in_ the
joys of even her own family.

Caste has served in the past a useful
purpose. To it is due the permanence and
tenacity which has characterised Hindu
society in the face of strong influences of
disintegration, such as have resulted from
foreign invasions and lack of stable govern-
ment. To every individual caste-law pre-
seribes in daily life a’ course of action; it
fosters an attitude of reverence to members
of the higher castes, of friendliness to thoge
of equal status, and of antipathy to those
of lower degree. Caste stands for the point
of view of the community and excludes the
rights of the individual. This attitude has
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been a moral power, for it lays down certain
lines of conduct and expects obedience.
Thus caste bas placed upon the community
the rdponsibilily of providing for the poor
ewithin ils pale. In India accordingly there
is no necessily for a Poor Law.

On the other hand the system shows its Tyranny
clearly certain greal evils, The community
spirit is confined to the narrow limils of
single castes. Nationalily in the truest
sense becomes impossible. The strictness
of casle law regarding individual action is
crucl. A man may think or believe what-
ever he likes and is lolerated, but departure
from established custom is met with the
severest punishment. On the other hand,
a man guilty of a heinous moral offence,

*if Be keeps the rules and submits 1o the
customs of his casle, goes uncondemned.
A Hindu authority enumerates seven crimes
which he terms ‘ the only acts which now
lead {o exclusion from caste.” Six of
these acts involve merely ceremonial im-
purity, such as travelling in Europe or
America, or publicly eating beef or pork;
the seventh is “ embracing Christianity or
Muhammadanism.” Immorality is not
punished except in the case of women.
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When a man becomes a Christian, caste
brings its fullest penalties 10 bear upon
him, often with a ferocity, that seems
inconceivable, The Hindu writer dlready
quoted says that “ if & man were to espousc
Christianity or Muhammadanism his own
parents would exclude him from their home
and disallow intercourse except on the
most distant terms. He cannol have even
a drink of water under his parental roof
except in an earthen pot which would not
be touched aflerwards by even the servants
of the house.” The persecution often does
not stop here. Occasionally those desiring
Lo become converls have been kept cap-
tive for years, and some have even been
murdered. It is conceivable that the
tyranny of caste may be modified in
years io come, and that the enormous
power of the system may be exercised in
the interests of morality. Where Chris-
tianily joins issue with it is in the denial
which caste gives to the equality of man
and to the worth of individual personality.
Human life is of little value in India.
Lives are spent in gtinding poverty and
bitter toil, and even the power of aspiration
secrns 10 be taken from men. Villages are
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blotted out by famine and pestilence, and
yet the people do nol pause to inquire
whether sugh tragedy is preventible. In
the plague-stricken areas, when the disease
ig at its height, some may attempt to escape,
but the hulk of the population quietly
awails ils doom. The villagers look into
the faces of their companions and wonder
which of them will be next struck down.
There are thousands of children to whom
the opportunity of life is never given,
hundreds of women who perish prema-
turely, worn out with their toil, whom
early marriage, neglect and unhygienic
surroundings have killed. Not one of us
who believe in the eternal value of the
individual soul can view with unconcern
thit wastage of human life. The lives of
the dwellers in the innumerable villages of
India are precious in the sight of Christ,
and in His eyes gvery soul possesses an
infinite capacity and worth.

QUESTIONS FOR CHAPTER II

1. What are the chief conlrasts between Indian
and English village life ?

4. In what ways and to what extenl is the life of
the people in Indiz dependent on the mongoon ?
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8. What is the position of woman in the social
life of India?

4. What are the chief interests of the Indian
villager ?

5. Name the four main divisions of Indian society.

6. Whereir® lies the special importance of th«
agriculivrist class ?

7. What are the chief features of caste?

8. In what respeects has caste as a social institu-
tion been of advanluge to India.

9. In what respects bas it acted againsl the best
mterests of the people ?

10. Ilow far is caste as a social institution com-
patible with Lhe spirt of the Christian religiof ?

11. What seem to be the ~hief social needs of
India?

12, In what ways would Christ’s teaching aboui
the value of man make a difference in the soeial life
of India?

13. Is there any evidence in this chapler to show
that Christianily has already begun to make suwh a
difference ?

REFERENCES FOR FURTHER STUDY
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INDIA’S SEARCI

The Complexity HiNDUISM s a gigantic social and re-

of Hinduism.

‘The Vedas.

ligious structure. The system of caste,
rigid and unchangeable, riveted together
by Brihmanical authority, is its framework ;

built into it are indefinite and intricate
religious elements, such as diverse rites a_nd
practices, opinions orthodox or otherwise,
sentiments sublime and degraded, crude
mythologies, bold and untrammelled philo-
sophical speculations. These varied ele-
ments tell the story of a great search, and
give significance to Indian religious history.
The records include the sacred canon called
the Vedas, which is the .earliest in point of
time, and numerous oOther works, which
form the scriptures of many cults and
secls.

The Vedas consist of three portions—the
Mantras, the Brahmanas, and the DUpani-
shads. The Mantras consist mainly of
metrical hymns of prayer or praise. The

14
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carliesl of these hymns are invariably ad-
dresscd to the great powers of Nature, and
the reason ig evident. The firsl colonists,
who lelonged to an Indo-Furepean race,
shad scttled as o pastoral peaple in the
plains of the Punjab and their welfare was
conditioned by the benevolenee of nalure,
The Brahmanas are prose eowpositions
which deal chiefly with ritual. The Upani-
shads arc in a manner appendices to ihe
Brihmanas. written either in prose or
vers®. Thev contain the basis of Hindu
philosophy. Tliey are usually incoherent
trebtises wilh a great deal of matter that
is obscure and tedious. Yet in them are
ideas which were afterwards amplified and
elaborated inlo philosophical systems.
They voice the deepest feclings of the human
heart, oppressed and baflled by the sense of
myslery Which veils reality, Suppressed
often by weary detail and vain repelition,
yet unspent as it traverses the intervening
centuries, the cry of souls in spiritual
agony every now and then reaches our cars,
3s, for example, in such a prayer as Lhis :
“ Trom the unreal lead me 1o the Real,
from the darkness lead me to Light, from
death lead me to Immortality.”
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The pathway which leads from ihe Vedas
to modern Hinduism is very Llortuous.
For parl of its course it i§ completely
obliterated, yet along it are certainegreati
landmarks. Of these particularly pro-
minent are the two heresies of Buddhism
and Jainism, the two philosophical systems
of the Vedinia and the Sankhya, which
have their roots in the Upanishads but
were not systematised till centuries later,
and the two mythological personalilies of
Vishnu and Siva, round whom have gtown
up, and to whom have been affilialed, an
enormous nuber of seclarian enlts. -

Of India’s sons, Siddhartha, surnamed
Gautama, and known to history as Buddha,
may be said to be the grealest, and he has
a place among the world’s noblest seclters
after truth. Although forgotten in India,
his name and his memory live in China,
Japan, Burma, Siam, and Ceylon. Sid-
dhartha’s father was head of the compara-
tively small and politically insignificant tribe
of the Sikyas, who occupied the tract of
country corresponding to the moder
district of Gorakhpur, about iwo bundred
miles north of Benares, and his wife,"Maya,
was the daughter of & neighbouring chieftain,
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In giving an account of Buddha’s life, the
historian has great difficulty in sifting the
facts from the mass of legends which the
centugies have accumulated. There is a
story of a miraculous annuncialion and a
slill more miraculous birth. Siddhartha
is born in the forest of Lumbini as his
mother journeys Lo her carly home. Ile is
received and tended by the gods who sur-
round his mother. She dies a few days
after ithe birth of her son. Then follow
accounts of his early years, and of his
pre-eminence in all feals of strength.

e married, and a son was born to him. mis
His days were spent in luxury and indul- Resunciation
gence, bul a change was biought about in
his Jife as he faced the great problems of life
and death. Sick at heart, he resolved to
leave home that very night. Ile rose from
his bed, and saw around him on the floor
the minsirels who had been engaged to
eniertain him. **To him thai magnificent
aparlment, as splendid as Sakka’s residence
in heaven, began to seem like a charnel-
house full of loathsome corpses. Life,
whether in the world subject to passion.
or in ihe worlds of form, or in the formless
worlds, seemed lo him like staying in a
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house that had become the prey of devour-
ing flames. An utlerance of intense feeling
broke from him—‘It all oppresses me!
It is intolerable ! *—and his mind tarned
ardently to.the stale of those who have-
renounced the world, Resolving that very
day to accorplish the Great Renuncistion,
he rose from his couch and went io the
door.” Calling for his horse, he mounted
it, and travelled for many miles. Having
dismissed his servant he became a hermit.
“I will perform the utiermost penafice ”
was his resolve. For six years he continued
his austerities, il he * perceived that
penance was not the way to wisdom.”
He next went as a mendicant {0 Benares.
His five companions whom he had gathered
forsook him, believing that he had faded
in his ideal. Finally, afler o period of
terrible temptation by Mara and his hosts,
under the sacred Bo-tree ai Gaya the light
came to him and he became Buddha or
*“the Enlightened One.”

His first The next step in his life was to declare

Diseiples:  hig doctrine, which he did in the deer-park
necar Benares to his five companions who
had forsaken him. Buddha atiradted to
himself certain kindred spirits upon whom
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sorrow weighed heavily as the inevitable ac-
companiment of life, and who had probably
themselves experienced ihe bitter tragedy
of the*irretricvable break-up of old beliefs
without the discovery of new» truths to
gladden and strengthen their fainting hearts.
An order was founded into which all men
were admissible without distinction. It
had lhe power of a religious society, the
members of which were inspired by a com-
mon ideal and bound together by the ties
of affeclion and mutual esteem. Over
them ruled one who had sought truth and
who believed that he had found it, and the
tender qualities of whose heart transcended
the despair of his doctrine.

The doctrine of Buddha may be sum- Buddha's
mafised as follows. Existence is sorrow, Tea-Mog
This is the starting-point, and it was this
which led "Buddha to make his system the
means of escape from human woe. Exist-
ence therefore is essentially an evil and its
cessation the highest good. All pain is due
to the desire to live and 1o our desire to
satisty the demands and cravings of life.
The individual is nothing but the combina-
tion of certain qualities. These are bound
together by the cravings and desives of a
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previous exislence which have the power of
persisting.  After dealh these qualilics dis-
appear, but immedialely they are again
associaled Logether by this strange, fersist-
ing, polemtial power. The form they
assume is determined by the amouni of
merit or demerit accumulated in a pre-
vious existence, In Buddhist 1iheology
this determining faclor is termed karma.
Another life is thus created, and lives subject
to the pain which invariably accompanies
existence. By our ignorance, therefore,
we increase Lhe sum-lotal of human sorrow
in causing life after our death to come into
being, whereas lhe enlightened mind is free
from desire and cravings. It has bliss
in this life, and accumulates no power
to rebind the disintegrated qualitiese
after death into a new existence. This
statc of annihilation has beén termed
* Nirvdna.” .

It is possible thats the community and
monastic order which Buddha founded
would have perished in obscurity, if cerlain
political events had not taken place. Two
centuries after the death of the founder,
Asoka ascended the throne of Magadha
where Buddha himsclf had preached. This
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Emperor embraced Buddhism and pro-
pagated it throughoui India. None the
less the powes of the religion lay in the life
and memory of its founder. * Besides
#s,doctrines and precepls,” says M. Barth,
“ Buddhism had its institutions and its
spiril of discipline and propagandism, a
quite new art of winning and directing
souls ; il had, especially, Buddhba himself
and his memory, which remained a living
one in Llhe Church, We cannot, in fact,
ascribe too much in the conquests of Bud-
dhism to the personal character of itsfounder
and to the legend regarding him. . ..
These narralives form one of lhe most
affecting histories which humanity has ever
conceived, . . . lhey have gained more
soul for Buddhism than its theories re-
specting existence and Nirvina.”
Buddhisim ceased to exisl in India as a
paramount religion after the fifth century
A.D. To-day it is practically unknown,
and its founder has a position as a ininor
inearnation in the Hindu Pantheon.
*Only passing reference can be made to
Jainism, the second great heresy. Il has
survived ihe centuries, whereas Buddhism
was engulfed. It is now confined to a small

The Decay
of Buddhism.

Jainism,
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though prosperous community in central
and western India.

The next landmarks are.the Sinkhya
and Vedanta philosophies. Consideralion
of the latter will be nccessary to the gxe
clusion of the former, as it 1s much more
closely allied to the religious thought of the
common people. Reference must be made
to the sources of the Vedanta system., Iis
roots lie in the Upanishads. Two great
names arce associaled with its sysiematlisa-
tion as a philosophy, namely, thdse of
Badariyana and Sankariicharya.

Sankarichirya slands pre - coinent
among Hindu theologians. lIe was born
in south India in 788 a». Being a
Brihman by birth, he was invested with
the sacred thread at an carly age. Soow
afterwards he declared his inlention of
renouncing the world for a life of asceli-
cism, and to prepare himself he became the
disciple of a Brahmesn. His days of pre-
paration being over, he travelled to Benares
—the centre of Hindu lear mng—-—and there
began his life-work by writing his great
classical commentaries on the Upanishads
and Vedanta Siitres. He travelled through
India preaching his message in the schools
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of learning and overthrowing the philosophic
atheism and the idolatry of Buddhism.
He established priories in various parts of
the comniry to keep alive his doctrine.

¢ The Veduanta, as formulaled byBankara, is His Teachig.
comparatively simple. Ile recognises one
reality named Brahma (the neuter noun is
used), which has no atiribule aud no limila-
lions. Nothing clse exists save Brahma.
This lruth is cxpressed by ihe Vedintist
in the famous phrase * one only withoul
a second.” Within ourselves we are sure
of’ an exislence . which is none other but
Brahmi, not merely a part of Brahma,
but the absolute, whole, undivided reality.
Nothing besides it exisls, That self within us
is termed Atma, in fact Atm3 is Brahma.
To Know this great iruth is salvation,—mot
the means of salvalion but salvation itself.
“Y am Brahmi,” is the final beatitude.
But this theory gives no explanatlion of the
external world, of ¢ndividual souls, of
human sociely and morality. * The whole
world is only an illusion,” says the Vedantist,
“’which Brahmi as magician evolves from
himself and by which he is no more affected
than is the magician by ihe illusion which
he has produced.” Because of ignorance



82 The Desire of India

the soul is unable to conceive itsell as
Brahmii, and is thus enlhralled in Lhe chain
of birth and dcaih. The soul after dealh
is reincarnated in some form, whethér good,
such as a” celestial being or Briahman,, or
bad, such as a lower animal or oul-caste,
according to Lhe meril or demerit accumu-
lated by works performed in a previous
life. Even though the new cxistence is in
heaven, this state 1s not the best, for the
highest life is only aillained when ignorance
disappears and onc can say ** I am Brahmi.”
Then the * round of rebirlhs ** ceases, and
the soul attains emancipation. Deep in the
thought of India is the implication * thal
all individual existence is an cvil,” A stern
moral justice rules the world, for the
doctrine of karma with the doctring of"
transmigralion teachesthat whal a man sows
that shall he reap. The seeming injuslice
of the fact that some men are in conditions
of happiness and othérs of sorrow, is made
explicable when we remember that every
man is receiving io-day the reward or
punishment of a past existence. This
doctrine of *“ deeds " and of transmigration
is the very warp and woof of the religious
conceptions of the common people.
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The ideas and terminology of Sankara mustated m

have been accepted in a crude form by Aseetes.
many Indian religious leachers—especially
by numbers of ascetics whose garb belokens
their calling and whose use of the Vedintic
phrascology invests them with an air of
learning. The following incidenl is taken
from the life of Dr Johu Wilson, a mis-
sionary of the Frce Church of Scotland.
“ Wolff went also with Dr Wilson to see
one of the cclebrated Yogis, who was lying
in the*sun in the street, the nails of whose
hamds were grown into his cheeks, and a
bird’s nest upon his head. Wolff asked
him, ‘ How can one obtain the knowledge
of God?’ He replied, ‘Do not ask ine
questions. You may look at me, for [ am
(rod8 Wolff indignanily said to him,
‘You will go to hell if you speak in such
a way.”

The philosophy of Sankara has little Ramanuja.
comfort. Its sentimlent of *swecl to be
wrecked on the ocean of the Infinite ” can
be the desire of very few. More than three
cénturies after Sankara’s death another
theologian called Riiminuja commented on
the Vedanta Stutras. Raminuja was the
founder of modern Indian theism as taught
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by Riminond and his successors. Like
Sankara he taught the existence of “Oune
all-embracing being called Brahmi, or the
highest Self or Lord,” the posscssor of every
moral altribute. Human souls when emans
cipaied from rebirths for ever dwell with
him. Salvation is by the * grace of God.”
Philosophy I Side by side with the philosophies and
sufficient. rationalistic systems lhere has existed the
popular religion of the people. There is a
curious incident in the life of Sankara which
illusirates this. When he had become
fumous he went home 1o see his mother, who
was lying on a bed of sickness—probably
her last illness. “Her thoughts,” says
his biographer “all furned to the other
world. She desired her son to discourse to
her on things that would bestow peace®ands
salvation on her. He began to preach to
her his high philosophy, so the mother
desired him 1o discourse to her of things she
would understand.” -Whereupon, accom-
modating himself to the difficult situation,
hie gave praise to Siva. Very pathetic is a
recorded prayer of Sankara. His phild-
sophy left no room for worship and devo-
tion, for there is no object to whorh prayer
can be directed, or upon whom the heart
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may rest. And yet the craving appavently
was slill presenl, and probably he gave
utterance to dhe aspirations and desires of
his heart. “ Oh, Lord,” he says, * pardon
'my three sins. 1 have in contemplation
clothed in form Thee who art formless;
I have in praise described Thee, who arl
ineffable ; and in visiting shrines T have
ignored Thy omnipresence.”

Popular Hinduism conceives the Im- Popular
personal Spirit as making itself known Hinduism
under three forms—Brahmi (masculine, not
Brahmi, ncuter), the Creator, Vishnu, the
Proserver, and Siva, the Destroyer. Modern
Hinduism concerns itself mainly with the
last two persons of its trinity. Both are
closelyrelated to certain accessory divinities,
sucll as Ganesa and Subrahmanya, the two
sons of Siva, Rama and Krishna, lle two
most impoftant incarnations of Vishny, or 1o
female divinities, such as the wives of Siva
and Vishnu. Brahmdi apparently needs no
remembrance ; his work of creation is done,
and nothing can undo il. Probably not
more than three temples exist to his honour
throughout India. Onp the other hand the
worship of Siva and Vishnu forms the
very heart of the later Hindu religion.

D
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Siva in the popular mind is connected
with the worship of the male creative energy.
Temples eontain his cmblem, a smooth,
upright stone, which is adored By his
votaries. On some high festival such,as
the Sivariitri, the night of Siva, he receives
homage from meny worshippers whose
adherence 10 him i more or less nominal,
and who restricl lheir attention to such
particularly suilable periods. The interior
of the temple is usually plain. In front
of the symbol is often an image of the sacred
bull Nandi, the inseparable companion of
the god. Behind, in a niche, appears the
image of Siva's spouse, Qutside, above the
doorway or upon the wall of the temple
court, the quaint figure of their son Ganesa
is to be seen. His corpulent humen Body®
surmounted by the head of an elephant
is a familiar object throughout India. The
worshippers, after some preliminary purifi-
catory rites, are admitted into the sanctuary
und prostrate themselves in front of the
sacred emblem. Each then in turn lays
on the stone a number of bel leaves, and
pours upon it the swcred woler which he
holds in a little brass vessel. During the
ceremony there is constant ringing of bells
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and clapping of hands, while formularies
arc muttered by the priest, as if to atlract
the attentiows of the god Lo the pelitions of
his poople.

Jdn the soull, Siva is adored b} thousands Tami Sawmite
as the supreme being who was inearnated 1o Fymes
help men in their straggle through life,
To the praise of Siva, Manikka \’usugm', in
the seventh century of our era, composed
his famous Tamil Saivite hymmns, known
under the title of the Tiru-visagam, which
are the most popular Tamil bac1ed utler-
afices. Dr G. U. Pope tells us that they
have touched the hearts of the wvast
majority of the Tamil-speaking people
with a power somewhat akin to that
of the Psalms. ** These poems,” he says,

“are daily sung ihroughout the whole
Tamil-country with tears of rapture, and
committed to memory in every Saiva
temple by the people, amongst whom it is a
traditional saying that ‘he whose hearl is
not melied by the Tiru-viisagam must have
a stone for a heart.” . . . Tt is impossible
to read the poemms wﬂhou’r a fecling that
the sage was a sincere secker after God, whom
in ways that he 1hen knew not of he has
since been permitted to know and worship.”
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Vaishnavism is the more populor creed
everywhere in India, wilh the possible
exception of south Indias Vishnu is
worshipped especially in his incarnations as
Rama or XKrishna. The lemples are Igss
munerous than those of Siva, probably
because of the cxpense. For the latter
deity only the sacred symbol is needed.
For the former a human figure has to be
constructed, and the ceremony or ritual
is much more elaborate; the image is
roused every morning from its slumbers,
washed and bathed, decked with ornament},
fed and finally put to sleep cvery evening.
Among the houschold gods Vishnu is repre-
sented by a small black pebble, and to it
the same reverence is shown.

Vishnu, the Preserver, appears in*the
world as an incarnation whencever mankind
is in some special trouble. Nine€ times has
he thus appeared. Two of these incarna-
tions appear largely in the popular worship
of the pcople—the incarnation as Rima,
the hero of the famous epic, and that as
Krishne, the cowherd, 'o these two It
will be necessary to refer at some length,

The Ramiyane, which celebrates the

Rima and Sita. deeds of Rima and the devolion of his wife,
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Sita, through many trying years of banish-
ment, is a greal epic poem consisting of
24,000 stanzas. Its reputed author is the
poel Valmiki. The most popular version is
the one in the Hind: language” writien by
Tulst Das. Rama, the hero and heir 1o the
throne of Ayodhys, is banished from the
kingdom for fourtecen years by his father’s
order. Accompanied by his brother and
wife he leaves home. His father dies and
Rima is invited to return home and
assume the sovereignty which is his by
right. This he considers would be an
unfilial act, as his period of banishment has
not expired. The story deals with the
adventures which befell him and his com-
panions, such as Sita’s abduction and her
rescue by Hanumin, the monkey-god.
Her faithfulness to her husband, Rima’s
suspicions, and the ordeal through which
she passes to prove her fidelity are dwelt
upon in the epic. The manner in which
Sitda bears her trials touches a chord of
sympathy in many Hindu hearts. The
epic has huinan interest, and hence its greai
influence as a moral force.
“To the millions of Hindus,”” says an Its Influence.

Indian writer of-note, ‘“ Sitd is a real human
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character—a pattern of female virtue and
female self-abnegation. Thereis not a Ilindu
woman in the length and breadth of India
fo whom the story of suffering Sila 4s not
known, and to whom her character 1s not
a model to strive after and imitate. And
Rama too, though scarcely equal to Sitd
in the worth of his character, has been a
model to men for his truth, his obedience,
and his piety. And thus the epic has been
for the millions of India a means of moral
edueation, the value of which can hardly
be over-estimaled.” * May your husband
be like Rima . . . and your brothers-in-
law like Lakshmana,” is the common bene-
diction of a Ilindu lady to a girl of her
acquaintance.

Riama, in north India, is the incarnalion:
of God. Many requests are made to him,
aud his name has become a word of saluta~
lion when friends meet one another, His
influence is due Lo theswork of such men as
Ramanand, who was the contemporary of
John Wyeclifle, Kabir, who lived at the same
lime as Luther, and Tulsi Das. What the
last accomplished was by means_of the
vernacular and Hindr version of the Rama-
yana, a production the influence of which
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is unparalleled in northern India, By the
proclamation of faith in God and in Rima
his servant, he saved Hindi-speaking India
from &he sensnalism of Bengul encouraged
«by the Krishna cult. Perhaps s the whole
range of Indian liferalure nothing is more
beautiful than this recorded prayer of the
Tndian saint, Tulsi Das: “ Lord look Thou
upon me—nouglit can I do myself. Whilher
can I go? To whom but Thee can I tell
my sorrow ? Oft have I turned my face
from*Thee and grasped the things of this
world, but Thou art the fount of mercy,
turn not Thou Thy face from me . . .
When I looked away from Thee I had no
eyes of faith to see Thee where Thou art,
but Thou art all-seeing. I am but an
offeving cast before Thee . . . Remember
Thy mercy and Thy might, then cast thine
eyes upon’ me and claim me as Thy slave,
Thy very own. . . . Lord Thy ways ever
give joy unto my heart. Tulsi is Thine
alone, and O God of mercy do unto him
as seemeth good unto Thee.”

* Krishna, as an incarnation of Vishnu, has Krishra.
a larger number of followers than are found
in any other Vaishnavile sect, including
even the followers of Riima. One phase of
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Vaishimavite helief  must be emphasised.
The methods of salvation which Hinduism
wilh if~ lolerance has admitted are many.
They may be said Lo be of lhree distincl
tvpes. Innn earlier section of this chap-e
fer the knowledge of Brahmd has been
referred to as bringing salvation, and it is
theologically known as the method of
knowledge (judn mdarg). ‘The whole ritual
of IIindujwm, domestic and communal, is
another meauns of salvation——namely, the
pathway of works (karma mdarg). Vaish-
navism brought the individual soul info
contact with a personality who had lived on
carth and among mankind, and laught that
devotion to and faith in such personalilies
led to sulvation; this is the pathway of
devotion (bkakti mrirg). This relatton-
ship is regarded as existing between Rama
and his volaries, but much more between
Krishina and his worshippers. ““In Krishna,
T take my.refuge ™ is *he initiatory vow of
his diseiples. Krishno is even less histori-
cal than Rima. MHec appears as a warrior
statesman in the Mahibluirata, anothet
ancient epic parts of which are older than
the Rimuyana, His conversation with one
of the heroes is recorded in the Bhagavad
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Gitd, of which many translalions exist in
the English language, notably one by
Sir Edwin Arnold eniitled the * Song
Celestial.” Bul we can tregt of Krishna
enly as known to the commwn people.
Late Brihmanical literature records his life,
which was one of inunorality and deceit.

It is only righl that reference should he Kali Worship.

made lo cerlain cults which have sprung
up in connection with Saivism and Vaish-
navism. Saivism has ils volaries who
worshlp his wife Parvati, better known
untler her other titles of Durgd and Kali
Kili may be said to be the goddess of
Bengal. She loves the sight of blood and
executes dire vengeance on her enemies.
Her influence is very great. Every year,
whert north India cclebrates the deeds of
the Ramiyana, Bengal gives itself up lo
the ghastly ritual of the Kali worship,
Thousands of animals are slain to appease
her lust for blood. "Throughout the year
her shrines are besieged by people who
desire boons, or who desire to avert her
whath.

Even darker rites are counected with Immoral
Kali—namely the Tantric worship. We Assaciations.
can only be grateful that they are restricted

‘3

o



Religion of the
Common
People.

94 The Desire of India

to o very small, and whal seemingly it a
dying, communily. The form of Krishna
worship which celebrates his amours and his
mistress Ridhe has on the other hand
fouled 1hg imagination of counlless mep
and women, and is a standing menacé to
purity and clean living in India.

We have traced the religion of the sacred
wrilings, and of religious leaders who are
recognised as orthodox, but their ideas
do not represent those of the common
people, who only on days of high festival
repair 1o the temple of the recognised gods,
such as Vishnu and Siva. The social
customs and ibe ritual observed at birth,
marriage and death are more or less ortho-
dox, though this is true only of the better
castes. But in limes of distress, for bless;
ings on the daily task, for protection from
disease, for health to a loved one, it is the
local village deities who are invoked. In
northern India, thert is a vague belief
in a supreme personal god called Isvara,
due very probably to the teaching of re-
ligious leaders like Raminand, Kabir and
Tulsi Das. But Isvara is {oo great to be
concerned wilh the world and his dreatures.
The latter are delegated to the charge of
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minor deities whose relation to Isvara is,
as an Indian servant pul il, “that of
underlings to gn official.”

To llle common people the world is an Malevolent
insoluble riddle. All around iy bhe unseen, Divinities.
peoplul with unknown {errows, such as the
gods of various discases, the malevolent
dead—usually the spirits of such persons as
in this life have met with an untimely end,
the evil eye, ghosts, and the dire influcnces
of the Black Art. In order to obtain
happirless in this life these must be ap-
pedsed, usually by gifts and propitiatory
sacrifices. When the avenging goddess
of pestilence stalks through the land,
offerings consisling usually of animals and
fowls, rice and fruit are collected from
the %arious households of the afflicted
village. A procession is formed to tihe
village bouhdary, the animals are killed
and their blood poured out on a stone;
the p10v1s1ons are eaten, and the basket
with Lhe rice left at the place of sacrifice.

It is believed that the goddess has thus been
led to the village borders, and has crossed
inlo the lands of the next village.

The trees are haunts of unknown terrors, Poputar
especially the pipal tree, Terrible evils are Sepersttions
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sure to befall a village if this tree is injured
by human hands. The masonry platform
round the lree, with the little twinkling oil
lamps and the portions of food upen it, is
a fomiliar sight in every Indian village.
Occasionally the evil powers may be out-
wilted by human ingenuily. A mother
who has lost two or three children in suc-
cession will give her nexl child a name
signifying that it is worth nothing, and will
thus avert the jealousy of the evil power.
A name such as “ Idiot ” may be given or,
as in southern Indis, a Muhammadan™ or
Christian name. It is on record that a
child whom the mother desired 10 preserve
fromm evil was called “ Ropsan™ a cor-
ruption of the proper name * Roberlson.”
Anocther means of protection is 1o ifivoke
the aid of the minor gods who are bene-
volently inclined towards men? Thus the
villager strives to attain the friendship
of Hanumin the monkey-god. His familiar
lineaments are 1o be seen at many a village
shrine, To him the simple offerings and
prayers of the people are made. Near by a
well appears the porlly human figure of
(Faners, with his elephant’s head, painted
a bright yellow; a few faded marigolds,
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some leaves or a garland of bedraggled
jasmine form his only adornment. They
are the gifts of some humble votary who
desireseprolection for his crops from blight
or from drought. The religious cfforls of
the villager are directed lo devising means
of escape from the unknown terrors.
which surround him. Awmong some of the
aboriginal races of the Chota Nagpur
plateau the Christian Church iy supposed
to ha.ve special powers of protection from
these Influences. “ It is a general belief,”
writes a missionary historian, “ that Bhits
(evil spirits) have not power over the
followers of Christ.”

The stone by the roadside with some Divinities to be
distant resemblance to an animal, iree or opma Every-
«livinity, the meeting place of two streams
or rivers, a branch with a curious gnarl,
some mys terious glen, some mountain peak,
arc all objects of reverence. For may not
the Supreme who is everything, every-
where, the only existence, thus show him-
self to men ? In the struggle of life, with
ils perplexitics, lrials, sorrows, and cala-
mities, with the future all unknown, ix il
not well to have friends ju the unseen world
who will give protection from the mal-
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evolent influences which are constantly
ready to overwhelm mankind? A police.
officer told the Bishop of Madras that in the
year 1904 Lwoe little boys who were herding
cattle thotught they heard the sound, of
trumpets proceeding from an ant-hill. They
told the story in their village, whercupon
the inhabitants turned oul io worship the
deity in the ant-hill. The fame of this
special favour of the gods spread through-
oul the district. “ Every Sunday as many
as five thousand people. men and woren,
assembled before the ant-hill, and might
be scen prostrale on their faces in wrapt
adoration.”

Immorality is not rebuked by religion.
No public opinion exists which protests
against evil. In the temples the proud
Bmhmnn rules supreme, with his greed for
money and his rapacity which feeds on the
credulity of the people. Within the holy
precinets themselves vice often reigns. To
many of the great temples girls are altached
as ottendants and arc dedicated to the
god. They are cullcd by their parents in
fulfilmenl, of a vow d(.va-dasm, or the
“slaves of the god.” In the name of
religion these hapless creatures are con-
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demned to a life of shame, The barbarous
practice of child-marriage and the unre-
lieved misery sof the child widow conlinue
in thesname of religion and cuclom.  Un-
drythfulness is rampont if it will serve a
personal end. The perjury of wilnesses
m the civil courls is a constani menace to
the course of justice.

The people themselves talk of the present The Dark Age
as the “ Dark Age,” referring to the dis-
ability under which heaven and earth seemn
to la{wour when everything i« “oul of
jomnt.” Perhaps no other term describes
betier the religious condition of the people.
The merchant, the grain-dealer, the banker
strive for prosperity. The majority of the
people labour under the sense of grinding

¢caré and poverty. They have no time to
give to their souls. A certain minimum
of rcligion is necessary in order that
fortune may be propitious and prosperily
granted. Thus it's comes about that
punctilious regard is paid to the due per-
formance of certain social rites. No
religion in the world observes with such
punctiliousness the inuumerable details
attendant upon every domeslic event, such
as natal and ante-natal rites, the riles of
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initiation when the youth dons for the first
time the sacred thread, the visible sign of
the “twice-born ” higher casles, the rites of
betrothal and, marriage, the daily rites in-
cluding the early morning bath and those
which besiege the preparing and eating of
every mesl, occasional rites such as on
building or entering a new home, ploughing
the first furrow, or bringing in the last sheaf
of the harvest. Most of these rites go back
for their authority to the Code of Manu.
They are all observed with more or less
rigidity, and with a tenacily ithat seems
remarkable in these utilitarian days.

Of daily devotional worship the common
people bhave little, though among the
Brihmans and the more prosperousmembers
of society cerfain religious excrcises” are
carried out each day. They consist for
the most part of ablution and Purifieatory
acts and the repetition of certain sacred
formule. The religious festivals form an
important feature uf the religious life of
the people. They correspond to the saints’
duys of the Christian calendar, except thal
gods tuke the place of saints, and Janciful

mythological events arc celebrated instead
of a sacred roemory. The Holi, or the
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spring festival, is a very great event in the
north, when the people give themselves
over to a few days of rejoicing and pleasure.
The amours of Krishna are celebrated by
“mmoral songs and indecent pantomimes.
The Melas or sacred fairs have a large share
in the religious life of the people. Such, for
example, are ithe bathing fairs which usher
in the cold weather. They arc usually
hecld on the banks of sacred rivers, or at
shrines where the waters of the adjoining
tanks™ possess special virlue. Immense
crowds plunge lhemselves into the water
calling on their special deities, to whom
they look for salvation and forgiveness.
Liberal fees are paid to the Brihman
guardians of the lemples for the privilege
~of eiitering the inner courts and laying the
offerings before the sacred image. The
pilgrims offen combine business and pleasure
with their religious duties. The farmer
attends the cattle and lorse marts which
are open during the season of pilgrimage,
and makes his annual purchases or dis-
poses of his own live-stock. The women
and children haunt the little boolhs and
shops where they purchase trinkets and
toys for their friends and relalions.
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Funeral Funeral customs and rites need more

Customs detailed mention for they, above all others,
throw some light on the mind of the people
as il dwells an Lhe great questionseof life,
death ond a beyond, even as the buyial
service of 1he Christian Church would give
one who was ignoranl a very accurate idea
of {he [aith and hope that is in us. 'The
dying are placed by the relatives on the
ground, for it would be perdition to die
on a bed or couch; a lighted taper is
placed in the right hand to guide the soul
into the next world. Ceremonies, held
frequently dnring the firsl year and ihen
annually on the anniversary of death, are
useful in bringing ease and comfort to the
soul as it wanders through the unknown
tracts of the unsecn.

Views of the Mention has been made of the doctrine

Hereafter. of “Transmigration.” The %oul after
death is recrealed in some form, animate
or inaninate, man, beast or plant, a god,
Brihman, ssint or out-caste, according to
its deeds in this life. This belief is universal.
Dr Pope, 1he great Tamil scholar, once lold
the following story about an Indian friend.
Just before the former made his final
departure from India after many years of
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service, both were sitting talking, when
their conversation was inlerrupted by a
bird singing i a iree. *“ T kunow not what
friend wof mine,” said Dr Pope’s companion,
“long since passed into the *unscen, is
singing lo us in yonder bird, but I am older
than you and must expect Lo soon die. If
then in your distant home you hear a bird
sing like that, think that it may be myself,
for I will come and sing to you if I ean.’
Every Hindu has a firm conviction of a
hcreaher, although that future may be
wiapped in impenetrable mystery. The
relationships of love and of friendship are
for ever dissolved. To the mother who
loses her child, this hope can bring but little
comfort. It is as if she had lost a son in a
gredt unknown city, where she knew that he
lived but had not a ray of hope that he
would ever be found, or that she would
ever hear of him again. Take for example
this pathetic dirge sung in south India by
a mother on the death of a child :—

“®0Oh! the apple of my eye, oh! my darling, my
blissful Paradise,
Oh! the apple of my cye, where hast thou hidden
thysclf ?
Oh! my golden bead, oh! my eyes,
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Oh! my flower, where hast thou hidden thyself?
Is this anyone’s curse on me 7 Oh! the apple of
my eye.”

The religious leaders of Hinduism are
numerous. First and foremost are the
Brihmans, the hereditary guardians of its
ritual and its social order. Their functions
and their position in the village community
have alrcady been described, bul special
emphasis must be laid on the fact that the
Brihman rarely acts as a spiritual Buide.
He is essentially o priest and not a teacher.
Another class of priests ministers to the
superstitious instinets of the people. These
belong to the lowest castes and are the
survival of an aboriginal priesthood which
Hinduisma has absorbed. They indude-
the ¢xorcists, medicine-men, witch-finders,
evil averters und devil-priests whose primi-
tive shrines have a place of importance in
the minds of ihe comunon people. The
wandering mendicants and the ascetics
form a third religious order. They typify
to the people the ideal life which has cdt
itself loose from the Hes of this world.
The ascetic is an objecl of reverencd, if not
of awe, because his accumulaled merit has
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endowed him with power which, if he so
desires, he can use to injure mankind.
The religious, leacher or guru is also an
ascelig who has followers hoth cclibate and
shouseholders.  The former live with him
and receive inslruction from him. The
latler afler initintion submit themselves
to their spirilual preceptor, who either visits
them in their respective villages or receives
Ltheir gifts at the headquarters of the order,
where they listen to his teaching, admoni-
tion dnd exhortation.

“The ceremonics and practices and forms Contradictions
of belief of Hinduism are so numerous and ="
contradictory that their mere detail is
oppressive, and to obtain any clear idea
of the system as a whole is no easy task.

» To Bome it appears to possess lofty spiritual
ideals, while Lo others gross materialism
is its mo8t striking feature. Both views
include elements of truth. We must con-
stantly bear in mind.that the Hindu, what-
ever his conduct may be, lives in a world
which he considers valueless. The urgency
of his daily physical needs and the deadening
influences of his hopeless outlook on life
mey enslave him to the thmgs of sense.
This is doubtless the condilion in which the
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vast majority of the people ordinarily live.
Yet the vanity of the world is a thought
to which they are always ready to respond.
Beneath the malerialism of commen life
lies this fendamental belief of Hinduism»
In the lives of many ihere are occasional
moments of aspiration, of passionate and
self-sacrificing desire. How otherwise can
we explain the pilgrimages of the thousands
of devolces who throng the shrines of
Indin? Among them arc men and women
who have travelled thousands of miles Lo
expiate their sin—the sin of usury, of
sensuality, of greed, of uncharitableness.

Its Fundamental 1o the Hindu the external world is un-

Beliefs,

real and he is ever oppressed by the con-
sciousness thal behind the things of sense
is the unseen world continually exerting
its influence upon the life of mankind in
ways thal arc inexplicable, The fear of
the unseen and the delusiveness of the
seen continually haunt him. His luxuriant
imaginalion detects symbolism everywhere
and in all things, pure und foul, good
and evil, in love, passion and hate, In this
ever-shifting world of 1mpe1m4mence the
soul wanders, hndmg temporary abode in
human form or in that of a lower animal,
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or even iLﬁmay be in a rock, stone or iree.
Side by side with this conviction of the
unreality of Jhe world of sense there is
deeply, ingrained in the Hindu mind the
idea of relribution. The deeds of a past
existence houned a man through Lis present
life. Good and evil actions whether done
intentionally or inadvertently have a re-
ribulory force, and a man is continually
reaping a harvest sown in the unknown
and unremembered past. Nothing avails
to eade his lot, and thus he siruggles in the
morass of existence., Every endeavour io
extricate himself sinks him even more
deeply and hopelessly. It is these beliefs
that are ultimately responsible for the
deadening influences of Hinduism.

The Hindu theory of life and of lhe uni- Its Faiture.
verse blunts the finer feelings, and its
hopelessness is subversive of moralily and
truth, and antagonistic to progress and
reform. The moral’ practice of the people
is not on the whole very different from that
of weslern peoples. The moral standard
However is lower. Hinduism has no bar
of public opinion al which tyrannous social
cuslom”and immorality may be arraigned.
We cannot forget that many Indian re-
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ligious leaders have inculcated high and
noble sentiments, but Hinduism shows its
impotence to correct or cven to condemn
moral and social wrong. The greatest evil
is not castg, nor untruthfulness, nor cruelty
to the individual, nor immoralily. All these
ure symptomatic of e diseased mind. The
reform needed is more radical than to break
duwn the tyranny of caste, prevent child-
maiviage, rescind the vestrictions against
widow remarriage, purify the temples
and ennoble the worship of the geople.
It is nothing less than to give India a rfew
outlook upon the world and human life,
Hinduism is frankly agnostic regarding
those great truths which alone can save
and give hope to a nalion~—the righteous-
ness of God and the moral order of the-
universe, the Fatherhood of God and His
redeeming love for mankind, the eternal
value of the human soul and hence of this
life in which man ig “afforded his oppor-
tunity to develop character. These are
the truths of which all peoples have in
greater or lesser measure caught a glimpse.
The great secekersof India have siriven
after them, but have never attained any
definite assurance regarding them. To
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mankiud they were revealed in their fulness
through the life and death of Chrisl.  He
alone has the power to maho men and nations
believe Llinl these truths are oternal verities
and to render it possible 10 build wpon them
individual and corporale life, Given an
India with a hold en these tundamental
traths vevealed in Christ we may trust her
to work them inlo her life and cxperience.
Round them she will weave her imaginalion,
her devolion and her love.

QUESTIONS FOR CHAPTER III

1, What is the general character of the Vedas®

2, Mention the chief landmarks in the course of
the development from Vedic religion to modern
Hindnism.

o 3. WWhat was the problem fur which Buddha was
driven to seek a solution ?

4. Fnumerate the facts which show the sineerity
end earncstness of his search.

5. Wherein lay the sceret of his influence ?

6. Compare the answers to the problem of
existence given by Buddha and Sankaricharya
respectively.

¥. Mention any other veekers afler God referred
to tn this chapter,

8. Wha{, need of the human heart is met by the
helief in the inecwrnations of Vichnu as Rama and
Krishna ?
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9. What are the three mcthods of salvation re-
cognised by Hinduism? Which iy nearest to the
Christian teaching *

10, What iy the general idea of God possessed by
the common people ?

11. Tn what respects are morality and rveligien
leus closely wnited in IHinduism than in Chris-
tianity ¢

(2, How would you cxplain the care and pune-
tiliousness with which religious rites are perforned
in India?

15. Doew the natural disposition of the people
nf India seemn 1o be more or less religions than that
of western peoples?

i, What ecan Christianity add to the Hjndu
evnception of Gaod ?

15. What is the value set by Hinduoism on haman
tite*  What is the Christian view ?

16. Is there any reason for helieving that, if India
were to accept Christianity, she might in <ome re-
spects interpret it ware faithfully and successfully
than western nations have done ?

REFERENCRES FOR FURTHER STUDY
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Huorkine  The Religions of India,
Bawtn - The Religions of India.
Moxter- Winnioesn— Brahmanisin and Hinduism,
Voaten-Winniows — Hindaisw.
CGrepen - Studies in Eastern Religions,

Croonk=-Popular  Religion  and  Folk-Lore of
North India,
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Macponesi—EHistory of Sansqkrit Litpmture,
Damos—Hindu Manncrs, Customs and Carcimonies,

Buddhism
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Srarer—The Higher Hinduism in its Relation to
Christianily.
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Hawu—Some Leading Ideas of Hinduisin,
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» CITAPTER IV
INDTA'S INVADERS?!

The Early Tar carliest days of Indian history are
Aryane. wrapped in mystery so impenetrable that
speculation is the only resort of wrilers on
the subjecl. Of one thing we are sute—
thal in the literature of the Indian, people
are to be found the earliest thoughts of any
Indo-European race. The Rig-Veda, the
most sacred book of the Hindu Canon, re-
cords the idcas and religious feelings of a
very ancienl race belonging lo the samo
stock as that from which most of the ngtions
of modern Europe have sprung. Entering
India from the north, these,Aryan im-
migrants colonised the land of the five
rivers, or the Punjab. + Here they came into
contact with many thibes of another slock.
Some they conquered, others made their
submission {0 them and became “ the
hewers of wood and drawers of water”
to the Aryan colonists. Others flad to the

! "The Historical Charl on pp. 286, 287 should he studied
along with this chapter,
e
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hills and inaccessible parts of the country,
and with the more powerful there were
occasional allinuces. The couquerors them-
selves were not always united, internecine
war was nol unknown, and a temporary
alliance of an Aryan tribe with some power-
ful tribe of the enetny was oflen resorted
to as an expedient Lo restore The balance of
power. To these cvents it is impossible
to assign dates, bul some historians have
suggested the period from 2000-1500 u.c.

Tt is 8nly when alien nations have touched A History of

the life of India that the veil is lifted and """
some accurate history hecomes possible.
In fact the history of India may be con-
veniently grouped round these invasions to
which the country has been subject. Scem-
ingly ® secure behind the mountainous
defences provided by nature to guard the
northern frdntiers, and the expanse of sea
which for centurics made access impossible,
the inhabitants have, been harassed by
foreign invaders to whom the temptation
of reputed wealth and the prospect of an
eadier livelihood have becn irresistible.

By a curious coincidence the story The Invasion
commences—jusl as it closes in our own Jierander
day—with a European invasion. Alex-326B.C.
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ander the Great at the early age of twenty
had succeeded his father on the throne.
Two yecars later he began- his campaigns
in Asia. After inflicling a crushirg defeat
on Darius, King of Persia, he entered India
through the mountainous passes of the
north-western frontier. In the month of
May, 826 B.c. Alexander appeared on the
banks of the Jhelum—called by the Greeks
the Hydaspes. Immediately opposite on
the other side of the river was intrenched the
powerful north Indian monarch, Poris, with
an immense army, consisting (as the Greek
historiens tell us in a probably exaggerated
account) of no less than * 30,000 cfficient
infantry, 4000 horse, 300 chariots and 200
clephants.” The battle which ensued re-
sulted in the complete triuraph of the Greek
forces. Porus submitted to Alexander, and
was confirmed in the position” of a vassal
prince over the territories which he had so
rocently ruled as an absolute monarch,

its Temporary  Alexander continued his progress through

Effects. the country till he came to the Beis River.
Meanwhile, his troops became disheartened
by their continual exertions and the heat
of the climate, while their rear was con-
linually threatened by the tribes they had



India's Inwaders 115

recently subjugated.  Alexander was at
length compelled to leave India, marchiug
with parl of his army through the sand-
wasles of Sind and through Baluchisiun,
while his general, Nearchus, eonducted
the remainder in ships up the Persian
Gulf. Thus ended Alexauder’™s atterapl
to found an empire in India; he failed in
his objeel, and though he had proved in-
vincible in war his power was temporary
and unstable. In less than two years from
the cvacuation of India by the Greeks,
Alexander died at Babylon. * India
remained unchanged,”” says a modern his-
torian. “‘The wounds of battle quickly
healed; the ravaged fields smiled again
as the patient oxen and no less patient
busbdhdmen resumed their interrupted
labours, and the places of the slain myriads
were filled by the teeming swarms of a
population which knows no limits save
those imposed by the cruelty of man or
the still more pitiless operations of nature.
She continued to live her life of * splendid
isolation ” and soon forgot the passing of
the Macedonian storm. No ITudian author,
Hindu, Buddlist, or Jain, makes even the
faintest allusion to Alexander or his deeds.”
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Alexander’s withdrawal was the signal for
revoll. Chandragupta, a soldier of fortune,
made himself master of India and founded
o native dynasty. His military power
wns very great, and he created a mar-
vellously efficienl and comprehensive ad-
ministration. His grandson Asoka, who
succeeded to the throne in 272 s.c., is one
of the most famous names in Indian history.
He reigned for forty years. In the tenth
year of his reign he invaded and conquered

the kingdom of the Kalingas, which corre-

sponds to the sea-board tract known today
as Orissa. The bloodshed was enormous,
and arouscd in Asoka’s nature a revulsion
towards war, which probably led to his
conversion to Buddhism. In one of his
rock-cut edicts he says: “His mhjesly
feels remorse on account of the conquest
of the Kalingas, because, durihg the sub-
jugation of a previously unconquered
country, slaughter, déath and taking away
vaptive of the people necessarily occur.
Whereat his majesty feels profound sor-
row und regret.” Having embraced fhe
Buddhist religion, which to Buddhism
“was probubly as great an evenl as the
adoption of Christianity by Constantine,”
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he spent the remaining years of his life in
the propagation of that faith, not by the
tyranny of the sword but by the arts of

&3 EM:FIRE.
ASOKA.

peace. Over thirty of his edicls have been
found cut on rock and pillar, all of which
breathe an earnest desire to promote the
spiritual welfare of his subjects.

| 1
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Not content with bringing the blessings
of his religion to his own subjects only, he
planned great missionary campaigns which
had as their .objectlive the kingdorss with
which herhad political relations. In the
XIII. Edict, he says, “ This is the chiefest
conguest in his Majesty’s opinion—the
conquest, of Lthe Law of Piety ; this also is
that effected by his Majesty both in his
own dominions and in all the neighbouring
realms as far us 6000 leagues.” Asoka’s
brother was himself head of a monastery
in south India, and with four other monks
wenl to Ceylon and gained that island for
Buddhism.

Asoka’s reign brings us to the height of
o great religious movement. Buddha had
taught the sacredness of life. Asoke
carried the principles of the master into the
details of government. The Liw of Piety
was the ultimate standard in the affaits of
his kingdom. The- rock-cut edicts, of
which mention has been made, chronicle
what progress had been achieved, and what
were the desires of the king. They com-
memorate no viclories or extension of
empire but the earnest desire of a sincere
man who felt the responsibility of his
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position and endeavoured (o0 make his
people happy by the teaching and practice
of a failh in.which he himself had found
peace., Some of the matters wilh which
his edicls deal illustrate what has been
%aid about Asoha’s chavacter, eg. ©The
Sacredness of Life,” * Provision of Comforls
for Men and Animals,” “'The Practice
of Piety,” and ' Toleration.” One of
his edicts deals with the prompt despatch
of business, and he orders that the people’s
busindss be brought to him at all times,

The Maurya dynasty, to which both Break up of the
Chandragupta and Asoka belonged, ceased X840
with the death of the latter to hold its
pre-eminent position. Provinces on the
outskirts of the empire, hoth in the south
and *north-west, seceded and formed in-
dependent kingdoms. Another dynasly
succeeded to the throne of Magadha but
its irtfluence was small and unimporiant.

Events, however, . were occurring in New Move-
Central Asin which were the ominous ™t m Asia.
warnings of a coming storm. Again and
again have those unknown uplands, where
Aryan, Semitic and Mongolian tivilisations
have had their meeling - ground, been
the storm cenire of Asia. Strong vigor-
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ous races have been born there, and
invasions of Persia, India and eastern
Furope have been “the. overflow of
the teeming cradleland of Central Asia.”
Scythian About tke year 165 n.c. a nomadic tribe
nvosions in norlb-western China defeated a kindred
tribe, 1the Yueh-chi, who were compelled
 fo move westward and in their turn dis-
placed the Nakas or Scythians, This latter
race marched southwards and ullimalely
made its way into India and ruled in parls
of the Punjab. The Yueh-chi thenfselves
spread later into the Punjab. About 700
A.p. they spread all over north-western
India wilh the exception of southern Sind,
probably as far east as Benares, The
greatest king of the race was Kanishka,
The dynasty had very extensive ihter
national relationships; for example, an
embassy was senl to Rome dén the ac-
cession of Trajan, Kanishka himseld in-
flicted o defeat on the Chinese Imperial
furces, and a prince of the blood of the
Chinese dynasty was detained a hostage
in the hands of the conquerors, Kanishia
was a Buddhist and possibly did much to-
wards the introduction of that religion into
Chino, Kanishka's successors soon suc-



India’s Ihvaders 121

cumbed to Indian mﬂuenccs His prand-
son had a Ilinda name, and his coins ex-
hibit ihe figare of the Indian god Siva
atlended by the hull Naudi.,

From the meertaiuty of 2 the third X‘.‘:“ ¢ Golden
cenlury we paw lo the “golden age™ s
which followed the yewrs of the native
Gupta Dyvnasty which lasted from 320-4565
A.p.  Learning and philosophy flourished ;
the people were contented and prosperous.

The fall of the (;rupta Dymasty was brought
about by invasions such as have proved so
disastrous Lo the kingdoms of India. Into
the valley of the O\cus various barbarous
tribes poured themselves, and there they
divided into two main streams. One
enteled European Russia in 373 A.p. and
scame inlo conflict with the Roman Empire,
the other found its way into India and
threatened'and finally overthrew the Gupta
Dyffasty. The CONQUErors were Hinduised,
as has always been the case with these early
tribes who have from lime to Hime invaded
the country.

" It would serve no purpose to give {urther The Infinence
details of Indian history prior to the greal Hoonang
Islamic invasions. Sufficient facts have heen
given to show how much permanence of
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government and the authority of law and
order were dependentonstrong personalities.
We fail to see a society wlifich gradually
developed principles and institutions of a
slable administration.

The rise and progress of Islam constitute
an astonishing episode in history. After
the conquest of Persia the Arabs turned
their attention to Indin. They invaded
the western borders and penetrated as far
as the city of Multan. But their occupa-
tion was temporary, and the new influences
they introduced were quickly forgolien.
Persia, however, in the course of time be-
came 2 Turkish kingdom, and on the out-
skirts of the empire a disaffected Turkish
chieftain carved out a Stale in the inhospi-
table and mountainous region which corre-
sponds to-day to Central Afghanistan.
(ihazni was the new capital. Mahmiid,
the greatest ruler of the dynasty, invaded
India with hordes -of rude and un-
civilized followers, who, in sixteen cam-
paigns (1000-1026 a.p.) wrought devasta-
tion in the north of India. It was not, how-
ever, till nearly 200 years later that Delhi
became the permanent capital of India,
which was thenceforward governed from
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within, though by an alien king. These
200 years had done very little to influence
India. Muhammadan domination was
recognised at least in the north, but il had
in no way changed the thought, concep-
tions or ideals of the people. Fowr
dynastics [ollowed, some reigns marked
by vigorous rule, others—and lhey were the
majority—a hopeless failure. The people
still continued uninfluenced ; on the other
hand their rulers themselves had succumbed
to the listlessness and general inertia of the
races whom they governed.

The Ceniral Asian upheaval of the past The Coming of
had not spent its force, and new races were e Mongel:
drawn into the vortex of empire building.
In 1221 the Mongols under Ghingiz Khin
oturndd their attention temporarily to India.
It was the beginning of a new invasion.
Eighty ycars later, they returned and
hargSsed the Indian border from 1296-
1805. Almost a hundred years laler still,
Taimiir (Tamerlane), who was a follower of
Islam, invaded India but retired very soon
alter the sack of Delli, which was carried
out with awful cruelty. He says himself
in his journal—* All my army, no longer
under control, rushed to the city, and



124 The Desi,re of India

thought of nothing but killing, plundering
and making prisoners.”” For three days
the strects of the city ran blood. Thousands
were slain, and laken prisoners.

Bibar founds To "Taimir's grandson Babar it was

%;.;’:gf'“‘ given to permanently occupy India. Delhi
was again laken, and, in spite of the diffi-
culties of climale, an army clamorous to
march home, and courageous Rajput
chieflains who bade defiance to the con-
queror, Bibar persevered in his purpose
of ruling India. It was but a military
occupation, Bibar died four years after
he had proclaimed himself emperor of
India—1ihe first of a great dynasty.

Athar the It fell to his grandson, Akbar, o consoli-

Great date the Mughal power. Akbar came to the
throne in 1556, two years before Elizabeth
became Quecn of England. He ruled for
forty-nine years. More than ‘any other
alien king Akbar brought himself Tear
to the common people. His tolerance in
an age of intolerance and his atteropt to
rule by concilistion and justice, in days
when the sword was the highest arbiter
und ordinary rights of men were denied to
all save those who acknowledged the faith
of the rulerx and when greed and rapacity
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were unchecked by the ordinary principles
of humanity, mark out Akbar as onc of the
grealest names in the history of India. He

‘uf {
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\ j AKBAR THE GREAT.
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subZtied Rijputuna, though he never
crushed the spirit of.its rulers. He made
efficient his control over the governors of
provinces far south and east. He surveyed
the land, and carried out a revenue setile-
ment, the principle of which lasts up to
the present day. Though he failed in his
attempt to abolish Suitee, he instituted

g*
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mauny social reforms.  Most notable was his
loleration in religion. All religions were put
upon a political equality, and Jews, Parsis,
Ilindus and Christians were invited eto his
court to disenss with the Mullahs about
religion.  He finally promulgated a new
eclectic faith, containing clemenis drawn
from all these religions. Ile sought for
meun of the highest intellect and char-
acter 1o advise him in the affairs of siate.
Above all he made use of Hindu talent and
Hindn methods in governing his vasi
empire. His wise and broad statesman-
ship had its reward. The empire which
he strenglhened and consolidated might
not have seen such a speedy downfall if his
humanity and toleration had been shared
by those who succeeded him on the throne.

For a little over a hundred years, Akbar’s
empire was carried on almost ummpau'ed
by his descendants, ip spite of the in-
efficiency of some and the narrow end
bigoted intolerance of his greal-grandson
Aurungzeb, This stabilityis a tribute tp
the deep and strong foundations of Govern-
ment laid by Akbar. Aurungzeb gdied in
1707, and the break-up of the Empire
be{,an.
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The century which lollowed was onc of raternat Wass of
awlul bloodshed. Never had the people 25 fErteenth
been so hemassed or war so universal.
Freshinvasions from the nopth harried 1he
surrounding counlry.  Delhi swas  fwice
sacked, and cdwving o feslival the sacved
city of Mullra was entered by 95,000
horsemen.  An eye-wilness lells un that
“ they burned the houses Logether with the
inmates, slaughtered others with the swaord
and lance, hauling off into captivity
maidéns and youths, men and women,”
and we arc told that districts which had
once been thickly populated were “ swept
bare of inhabitants.”” The southern and
eastern provinces with the decay of the
central authority declared their independ-
encé. Hindu powers, like the Marithas
in the west and the Sikhs in the Punjab,
dashed tHemselves againsl the tottering
fWarks of the Empire. The coast dis-
tricts from Bengal 4o ihe extreme south
were the scenc of the struggles for supremacy
between the English and ihe French.

* The Muhammadan occupation of India The Infiuence of
is & very greal fact in the history of the '3 on India.
counl:ry To cstimate its influence i not

easy, the present age not being sufficiently
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far away from it to survey it in 11:5 relation
to succceding evenis. The [following
judgment of an authoritative writer may
however be of interest. ““ A new vgrnac-
ular, & mulitude of exquisite monuments «
of the Moslem faith, a few provinces still *
owning Mubammadan rulers, a large
Moslem minority content to dwell among
*infidels * and to obey the behests of the
Christian from the distant islands of the
Weat—such are the chief legacies of Islam
to India . .. The conquerors of India
have come in hordes again and again, batl
they have scarcely touched the soul of the
people. 'The Indianisstill, in general, what
he was in spite of them all.”* The minority
is a powerful one, for over 60,000,000 of
people at the last Census relurned them- -
selves as Muhammadans. This population
is made up of descendants of the original
invaders and of converts frequenily e
by force. Many of the'latter, especially in
Bengal, belong to the lower strata of society
which had been untouched by Hinduism.
The Zenasa In the institulion of the Zenana of
" seclusion of women, Muhanmunadan rule
markedly affected Hindu society, The

> Lane Poule, < Medianal India,” pp. 4:22-£25,



India’s Tnvaders 129

system does not cxist among Hindus in
south India, but in the north il is a sign
of respectability, and while even there
onlysthe upper classes ave affecled, the
reflex influence which has melarded the
development and progress of women has
been pernicious.

The stern uucompromising monothieism Mopotheistic
of Muhammadsnism had ils influence on *
Hindu religious thought. From the
fourteenth century onwards numerous
cults have arisen which have combined
monotheistic ideas with elements of Hindu
pantheism. Their leaders have included
religious teachers like Kabir and Guru
Ninak, the latter of whom founded the
religion of the Sikhs. The former was a
weaver and a Muhammadan. When a boy
he is reported to have scandalised his co-
ﬁonisis by crying “Rim, Rim ™ during

§play. Athis death his body was claimed
both by Hindus and Muhammadans,

The eighteenth century brought the Last ']13‘:\‘%31“‘1’2";%2 of
Jndia Company face to face with many
problems, chief among which were wars
with rivals such as the French, and with
hostile Hindu and Muhammadan dynasties.

In Bengal the battle of Plassey in 1757,
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and in Madras the battle of Wandiwiish in
1760, led to British supremacy through-
oul eastern India. In 1773, the various
terrilories were unified under a Governor-
Greneral, and Warren Hastings wasappoinled
to the office. By 1805 ithe Company was
the parnmount power throughout India.
Vavious parts of India have since been
annexed—Sind (1843), the Punjab (1849),
Lower Burma (1852), Oudh (1856), and
Upper Burma (1886).

The British occupation in the opemng
years of the nineteenth century meant,
security and peace. It would be no ex-
aggeration to say that during the previous
century the country flowed rivers of blood.
Invasions, the rise and decay of pelty
principalities, the rivalries for supremacy,
the predatory warfare of {he Marithis—all
brought about the murder of thdusands of
peaceable and indusirious peasants, whitse
only desire was to bé left alone. The
Fast India Company was driven to the
establishment of order and security for the
soke of ils own finances, and not because
it realised ils moral responsibility for the
millions of lives committed to its charge.
The national conscience was, however,
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awakening in Englan&. and on the rencwal
of the Company’s Charter in 1813, a clause
was inseried, which direeted thal a sum
of £10,000 from a reveuue of seventeen
millions sterling he © applicdsto the ro-
vival and improvement of literature and
the encouragement of the learned natives
of Iundia, and for the inlroduction and
promotion of a knowledge of the sciences
among the inhabitants of the British
lerritories in India.”

ThHe administration of Lord William Ben- Refopms under
tinck, who was Governor-General of India I.;:;%nvgjf“am
from 1828-1835, gave form to the working
of what we have just termed the ‘“national
conscience.” Patient, conscientious and
hard-working, Bentinck strove afler a high
idedl. He reduced unnecessary expendi-
ture, promoted education and established
a medical’ school in Calcutta. Perhaps he
is=Bnnected most closely with the abolition
of widow burning, known as the rite of
Sutlee. On December 4th, 1829, he carried
a Regulation through the Council. making
those who aided and abetted the practice
guilty of the crime of *‘culpable homi-
cide.””

The Indian Mutiny of 1857 was a {ime The mutiny.
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of testing. It shook British supremacy 1o
the foundation, but, thanks to the heroism,
devotion and undaunied resolution dis-
played during those dark days it emerged
stronger than it had been before. The:
Mutiny also emphasised the necessity Tof
the Brilish people underteking their
responsibilities in India with more serious-
ness and seeking a beiler understanding of
the people whom they had been called upon
to rule. The East India Company was
abolished and India was made an mtegral
portion of the British Empire.

The Queens “ We hold ourselves bound to the natives
g;’d‘m"m“ °f of our Indian territories,” so read the

Queen’s Proclamation of 1858, by the
same obligations of duly which bind us to
all our other subjects; and those obliga--
tions, by ihe blessing of Almighty God, we
shall {aithfully and conscientiofisly fulfil.
Firmly reclying ourselves on the trutiof
Christianity and acknowledging with
gratitude the solace of religion, we disclaim
alike the right and the desire to impose our
convictions on any of our subjects . . . Itis
further our will that, so far as may be, our
subjects of whatever race or creed be freely
and impartially admitted to offices in our
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service, the duties of which they may be
qualified by their educa’tion, ability and
integrity, dulw to discharge.”

Every yeor the India Office in London Ideals of British

wsues a modesl folio prblication rurely A4m= =
exceeding 200 pages in length, with the
following title: “ Slalement exhibiling
the Moral and Material Progress and Con-
dition of India.” The title affords an
excellent summary of the ideals of British
administration, and in the following para-
graphs an attempt will be made to describe
briefly the chief influences which are being
brought to bear on India as the result of this
last invasion to which she has been subject.
Just as the eighleenth century was a period
of war, invasion and struggle, the nine-
teenth has been one of consolidation and
conciliation. The greatest gift that has
been given ‘to India is the gift of internal
tramuillity and good government

The material influences are both varied Impro"eme?t
and efficient, and have brought about o P et
tronsformalion in India that is almost
beyond belief. Perhaps nothing will bring
this more vividly before our minds than
some descnptlon of the methods and
manner of transport existing in India in the
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first half of the ninetcenth century. Mr
John Bright, in 1858, is reported io have
said that in a single Fnglish county there
were ** more travellable roads Lhan in the
whole of Andia.” It is recorded thal am
English lady was fifty-one days travclhng
from Agra to Allahabid—a journey which
is now donc under twelve hours. Lord
Roberts in his early days spent thrce months
in travelling from a place in the immediate
vicinity of Calcutta to Peshawar, whereas
under sixty hours in lhe train is sufﬁmenr
to-day.

In 1853, the first section of Indian
railway was opened from Bombay to Thina,
a distance of twenty-one miles. To-day,
above 30,000 miles of railway are being
worked, and over 10,000 miles more are
projected. The number of passengers
carried in 1906 was no less than 271,063,000.
Railways are agencies by which fodtmcan
be distributed in arcas where there is
scarcity. They also have given a tremen-
dous stimulus to trade. The passenger
traffic includes enormous numbers of pil-
grims, to whom distant shrines have been
made accessible. In the early” days of
railway enterprise ““il was not realised
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how important a part pilgrimages to the
numerous sacred shrines and rivers all
over India play in the daily life of the
population. A trip to Puri or Iardwir,
or any other of the popular Hindu shrines,
is no longer a formidable unrlmlu.]qng
The cost is comparalively lrifling. . . .
No religious festival is now held withoul
bringing, often from very long distances,
thousands of devotees. . . . Even Mecca
has been brought within rcach of the
faithful, and large numbers of Muham-
maJans, not only from India but also
from Central Asia, now undertake the
pilgrimage.”

Among great works of public utility Irrigation.
irrigation takes a prominent place, In
every' part of India such works are
a prime necessity (though not always
practicable); except in Eastern Bengal in-
cluéiiy Assam, where there is always an
adequate rainfall. Wells, reservoirs, and
canals form the chief methods of irrigation,
the last being perhaps the most important
achievement in Indian administration. The
Lower Ganges Canal, 616 miles in length,
with distributaries extending over 2600
miles, and irrigating over a million acres
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of land, is now surpassed by the Chenab
Cansl in the Punjab, which irrigates nearly
two millions of acres. «n the Madras
Presidency the water of the God«wvari and
Kisina rivers has been diverted into cangls
which have rendered an area with 2,000,000
people immune from famine. “ No similar
works,” says Sir John Strachey, * approach
in magnitude the irrigation works of India,
and no public works of nobler utility have
ever been undertaken in the world,”

Closely allied with the railways and roads
are such works as the establishment of the
Post Office and Telegraph, which are bind-
ing the country together as nothing else has
done in the past.

The moral condition and progress of
India must be due in pert to influences
termed “ material,” such as have been
enumerated above, together mth the
institutions of public security such &%
police and the courts of justice, a vast
system of both of which has been estab-
lished in India though their efﬁcnency and
purity have often been called in questlon
The one thing, however, which must con-
dition moral progress is education. While
brave efforts have been made to impart edu-
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cation, the result has been largely a failure,
due both to the indifference of the people
in the villages, and to the lack of sufficient
aid from the State. Taking (he ability
te read and write as the standardsof ednea-
tion, the most advanced class in TIndia is
the Piirsi conununity, the majority of whom
are literate. 'The aboriginal hill tribes of
Bengal, Madras, aud the Central Provinces
are the most backward. Taking the
country as a whole, only one out of every six
boys of school-going age is under instruc-
tion’; of girls the proportion is one in ﬁfty
The schools are comparatively few and in-
efficient. The parents, as a rule, have little
desire to send their boys to school, consider-
ing that they are far more usefully em-
ployed in herding the cattle, or following the
oxen to the watering-place near the village
well. Sometimes a boy will be sent to the
district school, which attracts the young
aspirants from the .whole country-side.
They will come from miles around having
tramped through fields, forded canals and
streams, or ferried themseclves across the
floods. The school bullclmgs are primi-
tive, and sometimes “a shed for cattle
at night does duty for a school-room by
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day.” Often the shelter of trees is the
only accommodalion provided.

The unil of administration in India is the
“ District.” . Apart from the natiwe States
there aretin the Indian Empire 250 guch
districts. Fach has on an average an area
about (hree-fourths of the size of Yorkshire,
and a population of nearly a million, The
head of a district is usually a luropean Civil
Servant, who combines in himself a variety
of functions. He is responsible for ihe
prompti collection of the land-dues, and the
efficiency of the police ; he is a magistrate,
and is invested with the power of the law
to punish crime; in fact, he is the chief
represeniative of the government in the eyes
of the people. To him the Government
looks for information, and through him are
issued its commands. Part of the year he
spends touring through his district. To
the villager the district officer’s spatious
ients and retinue of clerks, servants and
orderlies are a familiar sight. The extortion
and petty iyranny of the latter make the
peasant desire their speedy departure. The
headmen will meet the district officer under
the canvas awning of his tent, and “ chat
with him about the prospect of iheir crops,
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the assessment of their lands, the opening of
a new school, some local quarrel regarding a
right-of-way, the dacoity which occurred in
the village last sunmmer, and the many other
(?(,t.plsm which the * Suarkar ((mwrtunout)
louches their daily hfe.” If he is o wnan
with insight and sympathy, he will be
rememboered with affeetion, and his name
may be handed down for generations.  The
folk-songs of Kulu in ihe Western Hima-
layas, commemorate the virtues of a popular
d.lsl:rlct officer and his wife. In Bellary,
even to- -day, nearly a century since he left
the district, the name of Sir Thomas Munro
is held in reverence, and children are named
after him *“ Munrol ”’ and * Munrolappa.”
The Indmn peasantry, above all people, are
sesponsive to the kindly word and to sym-
pathy which understands whai they love
and hold sdcred. A Brilish official has it
on<Tecord, that on one occasion when he
was serving as an executive officer in Bihar,
a few lines from the Ramiyana of Tulst
Ddb, addressed 10 the humble village folk,
made official relations friendly at once,
Connected with the work of adminisiro-~ Petty Officiate

tion are lhe vast hosts of officials. The
heads of departments, rarely exceeding
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half-a-dozen Europeans, have their head-
quarters in the district town. Subordinate
to them arve the revenue collectors and the
village writers who keep the recerds of
assessments, the junior judges and magis:
trates, the police officials, the irrigation
officials who regulate the supply of water
to the fields from the government canals,
the department of health with its doctors
and vaccinators, the inspector of village
schools, and the teachers of the principal
high-school. It is with the subordinate
officials that the peasant comes into contact
when he pays the land and water-dues,
when he lodges a plaint against his neigh-
bours in the Civil Courts, or finds himgelf
at the railway station waiting for a train
to take him to the local market town‘or to
a place of pilgrimage. By all and sundry
he is subjected to peity oppréssions, and
experience teaches him that much patfence
and a judicious use of regulated gratuities
bring him nearer to the goal of his desires
and hopes.

A brief survey of the administration ‘of
India gives some idea of the complexity of
its concerns, It is like some great machine
the test of which is its efficiency. It is con-
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tinually being examined to see where lie the
defects, and Leroic efforts to remedy them
are equally constant. Yet the great mass of
the peonle is unchanged, and remains pos-
gessed of the same beliefs, the same justilu-
tions and the same ideals.  They view wilh
wonder lhe marvellous organisaiion and
cupacity which have crecled this machinery
to regulate their affuirs, but beyond admira-
tion they do not go. The imagination of
the peasant has not been captured. His
heart has not been won. The rulers of
India are far away from him, and between
lies the efficient but unsympathetic and
pitiless machinery of administration.

As to the desirabilily of the connection The
between Great Britain and India no reason- Qoportunity. o
wble person can doubt, even when viewed
from the point of view of India alone. Yet
this has been denied. “Centuries hence,”

WIGte Spencer Walpole, *“ some philosophic
historian . . . will relate the history of the
British in India as & romsntic episode,
which has had no appreciable effect upon
the progress of Lthe human family.” Indian
hlstory is full of episodes. Conquering
nations have hurled themselves against the
kingdoms of India and the people have been

~
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subjugated. But these v1c1ss1tudes have
been viewed with indifference as the people
have waited for the nexl tarn of fortune
which would relieve them from oppression.,
The hundred and ffty years of Brifish
supremacy are as a day, & mere event in the
almost unmeasured span of Indian history.
But these are days of tremendous oppor-
tunity, for India has always had a place for
truth. It is something to which all that
is best in her will 1espond

The Need for A grave problem is being faced in Indla,
Work ¥ for it involves the clash of two oppos-

ing ideals. British rule is working for
the material prosperity of India. Good
government has been given to the country,
and works of public utility have been
carried out to the benefit of the vast
peasant, populatmn But engrossed though
the people seem in satisfying their matemal
wants, India has other ideals, expresved
by those mystic longings and spiritual
desires which may be traced throughout
her history. The high ideals of her re-
ligious leaders, and the wayward luxuri-
ance of the religious imagination of ihe
people in their worship, the endless myth-
ology, rites, ceremonies and pilgrimages all
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bear witness to this. Here on the deeper
and truer side the present rule does not
touch her lif¢ save to disintegrate and
violate» The administration is frankly
gecular—it cannot be anything else ; o Lhe
people it is impiously worldly and defiant
of divine authority. When the calamitics
of life pour down upou the people they
acquiesce in their fate, fecling that Divine
mercy could hardly be expected in this
“ dark_age ” when sacrilege and irreligion
are_ rampant and the ° Sarkar” itself
acknowledges mno supreme and super-
natural power to whom obedicnce is due.
The days have departed when *““in every
village the little boys squatted under some
spreading tree or in a mat-hut writing and
tiphering on the strewn sand, listening to
stories of gods and heroes from a poor but
holy preceptor.” In time of national
cafdmity the state ordains no ceremonies ;
during an epidemic the officers of health are
busy with cleansing the village huts, and
testing the purity of the wells. In the eyes
of the people the rulers of the unseen world
are being flouted, and their revenge on
mankind is sure. To give to India a
message which she will understand and
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which will touch her heart—the message of
the love of Christ, is the responsibility of the
Church. 'This alone can giwe completeness
to the work which Great Britain is garrying
on in India to-day.

QUESTIONS FOR CHAPTER 1V

1. Fnumerale the invasions io which India hag
been sulijjeet at various periods in her history.

2, To what extent did India attain political unity
under Aswka? How Jong did the umty lasi?

4. To what exlent was the administration of
Asoha mspired by a veligious ideal?

L. At what period did Muhammadanism becomg
« political foree in the life of India? When did
India pass permanently under Muhammadan rule?

4. To what extent did India attain political unity
under the Mughal dynasty? How long did the
unity last?

6. What permaunent influence has the Mughal
rule had upon Indin? How far has +his influence
been religions ?

7. To what extent has India attained political
unity under British rule?a How long has this unity
lasted ?

4. To what eatent have the relations of England
with ludie been inspived by a moral ideal ?

. Whal bencfits has British rule couferred upoyn
India 2

10, What bhas Britain <o far failed to do for
India?
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11. What still remains to be acconplished in the
matter of education?

12. How does the period of British rule eompare
in length with the total course of Indian history
from the®Aryan invasion ?

213, Is it coneeivable that British ruie mmy pnes
away like other alien dominalions and thatl India
may remain uninfluenecd 2

[1. Are there any respeels which we mny hope
that British rule is touching the lives of the people
wore deeply than the administrations of Asoka and
Akbar?

5. [s the British system of administration touch-
ing the lives of the people at their decpest point

16. Is there anything further required if the
responsibility of Britain fowards India is 1o be
adequately diccharged?
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CHHAPTER V
CHRISTIANITY IN INDIA

An ancient legend connects the name of The Be
the apostle St Thomas with an carly at- c‘ﬂ:;'éﬁiﬂ;
lempt to evangelise India, but the tradition

rests on no trustworthy historical basis,
There is better evidence in favour of the
statement of early writers that about the

year 193 A.p., Pantenus, the head of the
catechetical school at Alexandria, weni to
India as a missionary. In the following
centuries there are occasional references in

the writings of travellers to the existence

of Christians in south India and Ceylon.

The orlgm of the present Syrian Church The Syrian
in=India is obscure. It is believed to be <"
the survival of an altempl made by the
Persian Church before the end of the sixth
century to evangelise Asia. The arrival
of the Portuguese in India in the sixteenth
century and the consequenl influence of
the Roman Church threatened the exisl-
ence of the Syrian Church, which was

147
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finally compelled to enter into a compact
with Rome practically surrendering its
independence. A secession,"however, took
place and the seceders allied themselves with
the Patrierchate of Antioch, The lattef
section is known as the Syrian Church or
Jucobiles. The Jacobite section is ruled
in India hy a Bishop who visits the various
parts of his diocese. The articles of
bulicf are simple and essentially Christian,
but there have crept into the life of
the Church many heathen prach('es and
abuses. The Jacobite portion of ‘the
Church s confined to Travancore,
and numbers about a quarter of a
million.

The Portuguese colonies gave Rome
and her missionaries their opportunity
and Goa, the capital of PorLuguese India,
was for gencrations the chief” missionary
outpost in southern Asia. It was " there
that Francis Xavier .Janded in 1542, and
it was there that the Jesuits instituted the
horrors of the Inqmsﬂ;mn The total lime
Xavier spent in India, including two later
visits, does not amount to more than four
and o holf years, His intollectual and
spiritual  attainmenls were of ay!very
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high order, yet the large number of
Christian  adherents  gathered by  his
cfforts in India was due less to the
power of his message than tp what seems
10 us the questionable methods which he
adopted. Tndeed Xavier had few quali-
fications to preach the Goepel Lo the people,
He was ignorant of the langnage and was
content to convey his message by the
mechanical repelition of a few sacred
formulee translated into the native tongue.
His zeal, enthusiasm and heroic sacrifice
must win our admiration; but he failed,
and the Roman Catholic Church since his
time has failed, to build up in India a
Church with any high moral and spiritual
qua]ities
Irdmediately to the north of Madura is The Danish

the present day district of Tanjore, which Halle Missior.
was once the seat of a small Hindu kingdom.
The Raja ceded to the Danes in 1621 the
coast town of Tranguebar, with a few
square miles of adjoining territory. Here
a Danish trading scttlement was founded,
which in the providence of God was to be
the first place in India whero the people
had presented to them “in their own
tongue the pure word of God.,” Frederick
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IV. had been crowned king of Denmark
in 1699. One of the chaplains al his court
was o saintly Lutheran minister, Dr Liitkens,
“ a man of earnest piety, whose soublonged
for the wonversion of the heathen t§
Clnisl.” TIn 1704, ninety years before
William Carey began his work in India,
Frederick commissioned Dr Liitkens
o obtain missionaries for his Indian
and other possessions, None being forth-
coming in Denmark, Dr Liitkens com-
municated with friends in Germany, where,
under the leadership of A. H. Francke,
Professor at Halle, a spiritual awakening
was making its influence felt. Two men,
both Germans, were secured as the result of
these negotiations—Bariholoméus Ziegen-
balg and Heinrich Pliitschau.

The two missionaries landed at Tranque-
bar on June 9th, 1706. They encountered
great difficulties, chief among them being
the opposition of their own countrymen.
Pecunipry difficuliies werc overcome by
the most rigid and pinching economy,
Zicgenbalg with his usual industry laboured
to muster the Tamil language, and Was soon
able to prepare some religious ireatises
in that language. He had ai first to rely on
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getting thein copied by hand when a number
were needed. A printing press was sent
out to him, and a period of literary activity
began. , Schools were established, and
preaching was carried on in mady villages.
Before his death in 1719, Zicgenbalg h vl
compleled o translation of the New rl‘(‘\l‘l—
ment and of the Ol Teslament as far ax
the Book of Ruth-—the first translation of
the Scriptures cver made into any Indian
languao'e
The “greatest figure in the missionary christian

history of the elghteenth century was Soaerer
Christian Frederick Schwartz. When he
was a student at Halle the call to work
among the Tamils in south India came in
o strange manner. A new edition of the
Tamil Bible was being prepared by
Ziegenbalg’s successor, the missionary
Schultze, who had returned from south
India. Schwartz and another student
were recommended te help in correcting
the proofs. They acquired the language
in order to do this, and shortly afterwards
received an invitation to accept the vocalion
of a missionary. His hiographer tells us that
Schwartz made a journey home to obtain his
father’sperraission, Here everything seemed
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unfavourable ; for, being the eldest son, he
was considered the chicef prop of the family,
and no member of il would believe that his
father could be brought to consentnto such
a projecl. Schwartz, however, stated with
greal seriousness his wishes and the motives
which had influenced him, and his falher
replied that he would take two or three
days to consider it. The imporlant day
arrived, and the family wailed with anxiety
for the decision—the young candidate for
this arduous undertaking afraid of g re-
fusal, the rest equally feering a consent.
At length his father came down from his
chamber, gave him his blessing, and bade
him depart in God’s name ; charging him
to “forget his native country and his
father’s house, and to go and win ‘many
souls for Christ.”

His Life in On July 16th, 1750, Schwartz landed at

1ndia. Cuddalore. For nearly half a centurY"he
laboured in south India, forgetting indeed
his nalive land, for during that whole
period he never returned home. His life
was spent in Trichinopoly and Tanjore,
from which places as centres he made
excursions, usually on foot, preac]nng in
the villages and reasoning with all kinds
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and classes of men, on the roadsides, under
the trees and in the market places. We
find him in the palaces of kings, within the
precincis of lenples, in the hovels of out-
¢astes, ever dominated by the inissionary
purpose. Ile was on terms of friendliness
with all classes, and uo olher nissionary
even in modern Lines has enjoyed the con-
fidence which was given to Schwartz, = His
abode was a single room with space just
large enough to hold his bed and himself,
and in which few men could stand up-
right. A dish of ricc and vegetables dressed
after the manner of the natives was what
he could always cheerfully sit down to;
and a piece of dimity died black and other
material of the same homely sort sufficed
4im for an annusl supply of clothing.”

Barly in the year 1762 we meet him Trichinopoly
entrenched 1n the stronghold of Hinduism,
the city of Trichinopoly. Grim and
massive stand out the bold outlines of the
great “ Rock,” surmounted by its temple
of Ganesa. To the south of the city lies
the temple of Siva, beyond which stretch
far away towards the sea the *rust-
coloured ” plains of Madura and Tinne-
velly, which his faith, audacity and proyer
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were to make strongholds of the Indian
Church. To east and west lie tracts of
country green with the luxurfance of paddy-
growth, groves of cocoanut and avenues
of tamarind. Immediately to the north
flows the Cauvery, embracing within its
arms the densely wooded island of Sriran-
gam, whose Vaishnavite temple conlinually
sent forth ils challenge to the lonely
German missionary. Temples, sanctuaries
and villages dot the landscape with such
pzol:'usmn as speaks at once of the vasiness
of the population and the u:npregnable
strength and power of its ancient faith.
“As I looked down," writes a missionary
a century later, “ on the crowded houses
and the seething multitudes that filled
the streets of the town, and then on the
surrounding country . . . my heart
seemed to sink at the magnitude of the work
which lay before me, Even the l'.i-lou'ght
of Gideon’s dream of the ‘cake of barley
bread * was hardly sufficient to encourage
me.”

Schwartz was the one figure in the con-
temporary history of south India who
seemed to stand above the political
struggles, the clash of arms and the din of



Christianity in India 155

battle. For the first half of his career he
was witness of the death-struggle in which
France and England were engoged. Later,
the peace of the counlry for ,which he had
xgiven his life was threatened by the de-
predations of TIaidar Al and the Marathas,
He boldly enteredt the troubled arena of
buman affairs, championed the cause of
right, and unremittingly proclaimed his
message. It was an cxceptional period
and needed exceptional methods. We find
him niinistering to the spiritual needs of an
English garrison, or after a battle speaking
words of comfort to a dying scldier, or
defending the truth in the court of kings.
We follow him to the armed city of
Seringapatam, where as a British envoy
he delivers his message to the despot of
the Deccan—the only Christian, as Haidar
Ali was adsured, who would not deceive
Im.  As the trusted adviser of the Riji
of Tanjore, Schwartz laboured for his
welfare and struggled to suppress corrup-
tion and secure justice for the poor. In
the midst of these responsibilities Schwartz
never forgot the work of preaching the
Gospel to which he was called.  His position
of influence secured for the Gospel free
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course in south India, and won for him
and his colleagues an exceptional oppor-
tunity. Schwartz was the founder of the
Reformed Chprch in southern India. To
his enthusiasm and personal influencep
and to the singleness of purpose which
characterised bhim, is due the strength
of the Church at the end of the eighteenth
century.

From the very carliest days the English
Society for Promoting Christian Know-
ledge (S.P.C.K.) had given much ﬁnancml
support 1o the Danish Mission ; in fact, since
Schwartz founded the Tnchmopoly Mission
it had supported him and his work, As
missionary enthusiasm in Denmark and Ger-
many declined, this Society undertook the
responsibility of working the mlssmnary
stations in south India, though the mission-
aries continued to be recruited from the con-
linent of Europe. The Tranquebar Churth
at the time of Schwartz’s death probably
included 18,000 Christians, some of whom
had previously been Roman Catholics.

It is not quite accurate to say ihat il
the end of the elghteenth century mno
Christion work was done in Bengal A
year after the battle of Plassey (1757),
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Kiernander, a Swede employed by the
S.P.C.K. at Cuddalare, removed to Calcuita
and carried on work there, chiefly of a
pastoral kind, The Moravians too had
Jttempted some work which had proved a
failure. European life in Calcutta was
corrupt. Missions and missionaries Wwere
in disfavour, and when Robert Haldane
with other kindred spirits desired to sail
to India to preach the Gospel permission
was withheld. Missionary work had yet
to be vindicated as Schwartz had vindi-
cafed it in south India. Tt was left to
William Carey to do lhis for north India.
The story of Carey’s effort to rouse Lhe Wauam Carey

Church in his nalive land to its opportunily
is 111 some respects even more romantic
and’ heroic than his Imssmnary career.
He was born in 1761 in Northampton-
shire, the ‘son of a parish clerk. At the
age of sixleen he was apprenticed to a
shoemaker, and at twenty had a small
business of his own. During these
years he endeavoured to lay the founda-
Hons of learning by applying bimself with
great diligence to the study of Latin and
Greek. In the meantime he had passed
through a spiritual crisis, and was in request
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as a preacher in “the Bap’clqt chapels,
When he was twenty-four he was appointed
minister of a small congregation at Moulton,
and his salary was fixed at £15 o yeag. He
now kept a school during the day, ministereds
as well as he could 1o his congregation, and
plied his trade and sold shoes to keep soul
and body together. The Rev. Andrew
Fuller tells us of a visit which he paid Carey
at Moulton. On the wall of his room was a
map, “ consisting of several sheets of  paper
pasted together by himself, on which he
had drawn with a pen a place for every
nation in the known world, and entered
into it whalever he met with in reading,
relative to its population, religion. . . .
These researches on which his mind was
naturally bent hindered him, of course,r
from doing much at his business, and the
people, as was said, being few' and poor,
he wos at this time exposed to great hare-
ships. I have been dssured that he and
his family have lived for a great while to-
gether without tasting animal food, and vnth
but a scanty pittance of other provision™
It was at a meeting at Northampton that
the older Ryland asked the ‘younger
ministers to propose a subject for their
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next discussion. No one seemed to re-
spond to the invitation, when Carey rose
and suggested that they should consider
“ whether the command given to the
apostles to teach all nations was not
obligatory on all succecding ministers to
the end of the world, sceing that the ac-
companying promise was of equal extent.”
Ryland is said to have rebuked him in the
following words: *“ You are a miserable
enthusiast for asking such a question.
Cerlaihly nothing can be done before an-
olher Pentecost, when an effusion of mira-
culous gifls, including the gifl of iongues,
will give effect Lo Lhe commission of Chrisl
as at first.”
The cobbler minister seemed to have no a Famous

~peace; his mind was oppressed by the T
knowledge ihat an unsaved world needed
Christ, and‘that the Church was not worthy
ef her Master’s commission. He finally de-
termined to address the Church at large.
This he did by publishing in 1792 his
famous tract entitled, “ An Enquiry into
the Obligations of Christians to usc Means for
the Conversion of the Heathens in which the
Religious State of the Different Nations of the
World, the Success of Former Underiakings
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and the Practicality of Further Under-
takings are considered, by William Carey.”
It was the mosi comprehensive survey of
the religious conditions of the world Lhat
had ever betn produced, and was marked by}
succinctness and terscness of expression,
and by conviction ihat was unrivalled.
He ends his appeal to the Church with the
following words : * What an harvest must
await such characters as Paul, and Eliot
and Brainerd, and others, who have given
themselves wholly to the work of the Lord.
What a heaven il will be to sce the myr1ads
of poor heathens, of Britons amongsi the
rest, who by their labours have been
brought to the knowledge of God. Surely
a crown of rejoicing like this is worth
aspiring to. Surely it is worth while to
lay ourselves wilh all our might in pre-
moting the cause and kingdom of Clrist.”
At Nottingham in the same year I
preached a sermon before his brother
ministers in which occurred the famous
words, * Expecl greal things from God,
attempt greal things for God.” After the
service he appealed to his brethren to
consider the subject of world- evangehsa-
tion. This he did with such earnesiness
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and conviction that it was arranged to
consider at the next meeting a plan “ for
forming a Baptist Society for propagating
the Gospel among the Heathen.” The
sministers met at Kettering, - and after
founding the Society subscribed £13, 2s. 6d.
towards the funds.

In January 1793 Carey and a surgeon Carey Sails for
of the name of Thomas were appointed ™**
missionaries to India. 'They landed at
Balasore in November of the same year.
The Tast India’s Company regulations
against missionaries were so stringent that
Carey was obliged to take service as an
indigo-planter. This step was also
necessary to keep himselt and his family,
for the small funds of the Baptist Society

~ could hardly afford to suppert him. In
1799 reinforcements were sent to India,
including %two missionaries whose names
-=jll ever be connected with that of Carey
—William Ward, & printer, and Joshua
Marshman, who had once been a weaver.
The regulations of the Company were
stringently enforced, and the master of the
American ship advised the party to land
at Serampore, which was a Danish posses-
sion, This settlement received them, and
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they were joined by Carey and began
their work, which was to open wide the
door for missionary work among the
millions of north India.

Preaching in the swrrounding villages;
was carried on with much vigour ; schools
were opened, and Carcy, Marshman and
Ward began the great work of their lives—
the preparation of the Scriptures in the
languages of India. Of this work it is
necessary to give a fuller account. Carey
mastered Rengali, Hindostani, Sahskrit,
Hindi and Marithi, and during the next
thirty-four years he and his colleagues
were respousible for the translation or
publication of the Scriptures in forly
languages or dialects. Among these lan-
guages was Chinese. The following is
A characteristic example of Carey’s dili-
gence. Almost immediately ‘after his
arrival he began a study of the Bengst
language, in which hardly any literature
existed. He translated portions of the
Seriptures, and read them to hundreds of
natives to test the accuracy of idiom angd
meaning. He found that a knowledge of
Sanskrit was necessary to help him in his
work, and he became the second greatest
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Sanskrit scholar of his time. Two years
before his death he was busy bringing out
the eighth edition of the Bengali New
Testampent. The energy displayed by the
“Serampore Trio” is almost incredible.
They established a great printing-house and
o paper manufactory, and made their own
type for the languages in which they
published. Carey founded a college for
higher education, where he and his assist-
ants laboured In the meantime Carey
was arning £1500 a year as professor at
the East India Company’s College in
Calcutta, the whole of which he devoted
to missionary work. Marshman and his
wife carried on successfully a school for
European children. Thus did Carey and
his Colleagues send the influence of Christian
truth into various parts of India which
up till thé year 1813 were otherwise in-
wccessible to missionary influence.
Schwartz and Carey were essentially Growth of the

pioneers. During the lifetime of the _‘é,";f::“‘“’
latler a period of missionary expansmn
began. The details of this expansion can-
not be given here. It is worth while, how-
ever, to try to understand something of
the struggles, hopes and fears of those who
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urged the duty of bringing the Gospel to
the people of India. The early efforts of
Carey had given birth to the Baplist
Missionary Society, and in a rising kide of
missionary enthusiasm, there were foundede
before the year 1800 the London Missionary
Society, the Church Missionary Society, and
the Scotiish Missionary Society, all ready
and eager lo give the Gospel to India.
The door, however, was nol yel open. The
coast districts of Madras with considerable
territories in the interior, the whole northern
plain even to the upper reaches of the
Guanges, and practically all the west coast
—each of these areas supporting wvast
populations—were administered, ruled and
taxed by the East India Company. Carey
end his colleagues in the Danish Seitle- o
ment of Serampore viewed with wistful
eyes the immense {erritories, to the popula-
tions of which the Gospel was denied be=e
cause a Christian Government refused to
permit missionary work. Even the Com-
pany’s chapleins, some of whom nobly
preached to the people around them in
addition to their labours among Europeans,
encountered much opposition from their
countrymen,
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'l‘he East India Company s Charter by The Opening of
Act of Parliament came under revision™ "°™"
every twenty years. William Wilberforce,
whose ,name will be for ever connected
wv1th the anti-slavery movemens, and other
Teaders of religious life in Great Britain,
determined that at the next opportunity
pressure should be brought to bear upon the
Company to change its attitude towards
missionary work in India. The Charter
was to be renewed in 1813, and before it
actually reached the Paxha.mentary stage,
a ferce struggle was fought in the country
between the champions of the Company’s
views and their opponents. On the eve
of the decision more than 800 petitions
praying that liberty should be granted
for Inissionaries to proceed to India were
laid on the table of the House of Commons.
The igsue United the Christian forces of the
wountry irrespective of denomination. The
battle was won, and Wilberforce thus re-
cords his feelings after his great speech and
victory. It was late when I got up, but
I’ thank God I was enabled to speak for
two hours, and with great acceptance . . .
and we carried it, about 89 t0 36 . . . I
heard afterwards that many good men had
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been praying for us all night.”” India was
now open to any Brilish missionary who
might desire to preach the Gospel. A
Bishopric was also established at Cglcutta,
with the whole of India and Australia as
the diocese.

For the missionary socielies lhe year
1813 was the beginning of a period of
feverish haste and activity. Missionaries
were sent oul io India, and place after
place was occupied. To the supporters of
missions it was the day of opportunily.
The sin of a Christian power had hindered
the Gospel: upon the Church rested ilhe
vesponsibility to go forward and redeem
the time that had been lost. To get an
idea of what took place we have only lo
imagine what might happen in a similar
situation in Great Britain if it were still
unevangelised. Missionary effért would
seek out the areas of largest populatio:
and importance, and plant in them mission
stations. We can well imagine Lancashire
being selected, and missionary activities
radiating out from Liverpool, with an
extending chain of stations along the
Mersey and its tributaries, {0 reach the
immense manufacturing populations. An-
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other area to be occupied would be the
Clyde district of Lanarkshire, and stations
would probably also be planted at Leeds,
Bradigrd, Sheffield, and Wolverhampton,
and all along the upper reaches of the tribu-
taries of the Humber, to touch the indus-
trial life of Yorkshire and the Midlands.
If these arcas are mulliplied a hundred
times, and an cfforl made to imagine a
population more than ten times as great,
some idea will be gained of Lhe missionary
problem as it presented itself in India after
1813. Great centres and areas of population
on the chicf highways and walerways and
trade-routes had to be occupied. The
gigantic basin of the Ganges and its lribu-
laries up to Delhi became the field of

operations of the Baptists and of the
Church Missipnary Society. The Society
for the Propagation of the Gospel ilook
wsver the old missions of the S.P.CK. in
Tinnevelly and Tanjore, and opened new
centres. The London Missionary Society
conceived an even more ambitious scheme.
They had already a flourishing work in south
Travancore, and a smaller, though scarcely
less successful, one near Calcutta. They
now planned three great chains of stations
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right across India. The first followed
the Cauvery and its southern tnbuiary :
the »econd ran along the Penner river,
through the Telugu country, io the Weslern
Ghils: He ‘third, the weakest one, in-
cluded Calcutta and Benares. Tn addition,
two coast disiricts on the east and wesl
respectively were occupied. The London
Missionary Sociely had over-estimated its
strength, and was later compelled to retire
from some of its {erritories. The Wcsleyans,
with more caution, proceeded up tihe
Cauvery disiricls into Mysore, where they
hold to-day a pre-eminent position.

The work of expansion continued to
make progress, The Charter of 1833 threw
open the whole of British India to Christian
missionaries irrespective of nationality, ‘with
the result thai American and Continental
missionary societies gradually entered the
field. The former have shown great actwlty
in establishing missions in unoccupied areas,
and the latter in quiet and unostentatious
ways have built solidly whatever they have
undertaken, In the meantime the older
societies strengthened their work, and as
new areas came under British rule ex-
tended their efforts to these territories
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Calamities, such as the Mutiny of 1857 and
successive famines, have periodically called
attention to the needs of India, and have
frequeptly led to new societies beginning
swork in the country.

Among those who followed Carey were Distlllgmshed

Alexander Duff, whose educational work ~2drs.
in Bengal falls outside the scope of this
book ; John Wilson, John Anderson and
Stephen Hislop of the Free Church of
Scotland, founders of missionary work in
western, southern and central India;
Samuel B. Fairbank of the American
Board (A.B.CF.M.), whose work for
the Marithis will long be remembered ;
John Newton and C. W. Forman of the
American Presbyterian Church, and Robert
Clark of the Church Missionary Society,
who were piopeers in the Punjab, to be fol-
lowegd later by missionaries of the Church
»f Scotland. In southern India, Rhenius
of the C.M.S., Corrie, Bishop of Madras,
and the two Bishops of Tinnevelly, Sar-
gent and Caldwell, were the builders of
the 'I‘inneve]ly Church.

Such in briefest outline is the story of God fearing
the impact of Chnstmmty on India. In °":;; ament
considering the expansion of missionary
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effort it must not be forgotten how much
pioneer work has been due 1o the cfforts of
God-fearing officials of ihe Governmenl,
chaplains as well as laymen. The work of
Henry Martyn and his translation of the
New Testament inlo Hindostini can never
be forgotten, nor the work of Heber,
Daniel Wilson, Cotton and their successors.
Laymen also in the East India Company’s
Civil Service and Army have done much for
the Gospel, among whom are such names
as those of Charles Grant, and, int Ia.ter
times, the two Lawrences, Sir Donald
M‘Leod and Sir Herberl Edwardes.

Misstonary It is not possible to obtain perfectly trusl-

Statustics. worthy statistics regarding the missionary
forces in India.! The round numbers given
here may be regarded as a conservative
estimale. They refer to Indla, exclusive
of Burma and Ceylon :—

Ordained Foreign Missionaries ° 1,100 ‘

Lay do. do. . 300
Women  do. do. (other
than Missionaries® wives) 1,200 _
Indian Workers . .. 12,000
[ndian Protestant Christian
Community <. . 854,000

b ¢ Appendux F.
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The total missionary agency viewed out Neglected
of relation to the problem of India ap- Ficld=
pears vast. This idea is soon dispelled
by a closer examination of the facts. Cer-
tain districts, especially thoses along the
‘southern coasts, have been occupied in the
sense thal missionary stations have been
planted in & number of centres, but this
does not mean thal the missionary force
is in any degree adequate to reach the
villages in the surrounding districts. On
the other hand, there are immense areas
almost as untouched io-day as they were
half-a-century ago. Such are lhe Native
States of the Punjab and Bombay, the Up-
lands and ancient Hindu kingdoms of the
Central Provinces, the deserl, tribes and
feudal principalilies of Rajputina, all of
which have greal Lerritories. Though the
population’is often sparse, the total number
of inhabilants runs into millions. Gwalier, .
the largest state in the Central Indian
agency, has a population of three millions.
Sixteen of its nineteen districts .are un-
touched. “ At least two out of the three
millions arc beyond the reach of the Gospel.”
We turh 1o the plain of the Ganges, where
peace and good government have been
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established for a century and where there is
a teeming density of population. In north
Bengal only one in a lhousand is nominally
a Christian, and we are told that ‘ there
is one ordained missionary to every twe
millions of the population.” In Bengal,
excluding Bibar, there are to-day numerous
sub-divisions, each with half a million in-
habitants, unoccupied by any missionary.
Bihir itself, with 22,000,000 of souls, is
a plea and continual challenge, Nature
has endowed its plains with in‘mense
fertility, even as its sons have enriched "its
past with glory and sacred tradition. Its
shrines and ancient monasieries speak of
the days when, at Gayi, Gautama Buddha
sought and found enlightenment and
preached his message roaming through its
fields. Asoka Maurya consecrated Bihar,
—the land of monasteries, as its narme im-
plies—to the sacred enterprise of establish
ing a world religion. Since then its plains
and its hills have been the Holy Land of
Buddhism. Every year pilgrims flock to
it from Ceylon, Burme, and even China
and Japan. The people are attractive,
their yurel life has made them’ simple
and honest, and Hinduism is purer than in
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many other parts of India. As far as Chris-
tianity is concerned the country is hardly
touched. No fewer than ten districts
have no resident missionaries. * In days
past,” says a recent writer, “ great move-
ments have stirred this old land ; but the
people have yet to see the wonder-working
power of the Spirit of God.”

The rise of the Christian Church in India The alstnbl
is a story of unique interest. As Indian & protéstaut
Christianity had its beginnings in the south Chrigtians.
it is ot surprising that its numerical
strength should e in that part of India.

This is true both of the total Christian
community, including Roman Catholics
and Syrians, and of the Protestant com-
munity, Two-thirds of the former and
half ‘of the latter are found to-day in the
south. The Protestant Christians are con-
centrated in four separate and compara-
#ively small areas. The first or * Tamilo-
Malayilam ” ares is the most southerly,
heel-like portion of the peninsula, best
mearked by drawing a line from the eastern
port of Tranquebar to the western port of
Cochin. The second, or “ Telugu” area,
is the wedge-shaped portion of country
driven in between the two Native States
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of Mysore and HMyderdbad (Nizam’s
Dominions), Its base corresponds to ihe

—

prEv

WWOAASENCL /e R

VAP SHOWING ARDAS IN WHICH PROILSIANL LllRlSl‘h\N‘ﬁ
ARE MOST NUMEROUSR,

coast line from a point a little fAorth of
Masulipatam nearly up to the city of
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Madras. This area is smaller than the lin-
guistic tract known as the Telugu country.
The third, or “ Aboriginal” area is the
Chota, Nigpur division of the Bengal
Presidency with the adjoiming Santal
Parganas. The fourth or “ Rohilkhand ”
area is a tract of country occupying the
western portion of the United Provinces.
It is larger than the administrative division
of Rohilkhand and includes for our pur-
poses the districts of the Meerut division.
The following table will indicate the dis-
tribution of Protestant Christians :—

1. Tamilo-Malayilam area 218,946
2. Telugu " 230,838
3. Aboriginal » 79,782
4~ Rohilkhand » 94,762
619,268

The Protestant Population of the
rest of India 235,599

Total 864,867

The growth of the Church in the four Mass Move.
areas referred to has been in the main ™™
the result of movements which to the mind
of some have recalled the early days of
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Christianity when thousands were added
to the Church. To ihe student they raise
great issues. They may also shed much
light on the future progress of Christianity
in India. ‘These movements have been
termed not inappropriately ‘‘ mass move-
ments,” The remaining paragraphs of this
chapter will be devoted to a consideration
of these movements. Other results of the
influence of Christianity upon India will
he dealt with in a succceding chapler.

The Tamifo- The Tamilo-Malayilam area includes

AdlegElam  rProvancore and Tinnevelly, where Che
Christion Church saw its first beginnings
under Schwartz. The adherenis are almost
exclusively Shanan (or Shanir) by caste.
The caste is not easy to place in the
social scale. It is not the lowest, ‘and
yet to ordinary Hindu society the Shiinin
is unclean, and is prohibited from entering
the temples. Among the members of thiss
caste Christianity is firmly rooted. The
Shinin community, Christian and non-
Christian, in Tinnevelly amounts to nearly
450,000, one-third of whom are -either
Roman Catholic or Protestant Christians.
For the best account of the Shanan’people
and the Christian Church we are indebted
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1o Bishop Caldwell, the greatest Indian
missionary of the 5.P.G. The movemenl
towards Christianity began in the days of
Schwarlz, whose helper Salthianidhan
cvisited Tinnevelly and instrueted a large
number of people, no fewer than 4465
adult persons being baptised during the
next twenly years. The baptisms became
so rapid thal Jinicke, visiting Palamcotla
in 1792, said, “ Thereis every reason to hope
thal at a future period Christianity will
prevail in the Tinnevelly district.” But
within the next few years the Church
declined, owing to lack of pastoral care.
In 1825, a thousand families were under
instruction in the mission of the C.M.S.
Four years later this number had risen
sixfold. In 1841, 2000 were baptised in
one district, including all the members of
seven large villages.

Pettitl of the C.M.S. tells us a strange Conversion of
story of some villagers who were under ?,-':u?g“em
instruction. The Brihman landlord, hear-
ing of this, summoned ihe headmen and
charged them with having gone to “learn
the Veda.” While protesting their inno-
cence they admitted that certain of their
number had been guilty. The Brihman
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interrupted their apologies. I sce,” he
added, “ that some of you have an inkling
for Christianity and so we shall have
quarrellings and disturbances in the yillage
and no peaee, a state of things which I will
nol allow. Hear my decision therefore.
If you all like to remain in your religion,
remain, but if you prefer to become Chris-
tians I have no objection. In that case you
may turn your devil temple into a church.”
The whole village was baptised two months
later, and the lemple became a Chnstmn
place of worship.

The Church continued its marvellous
increase. In 1851 Bishop Dealtry visited
Tinnevelly and confirmed 4000 people.
The high-water mark in the history of the
Tinnevelly Church was reached in the year
1877. Thal year has been made ever
memorable by the great famine which
desolated the south, Ordinary missionary
work was retarded in a heroic effort to save
buman life. Relief was rendered to Hindu
and Christian alike; hundreds were saved
from starvation and death., In a few
months 30,000 Shanins placed themsclves
under Christian instruction, not so much
with a view to material gain as that they
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had felt the attractive power of love. “The
conviction prevailed” so wrote Bishop
Caldwell, ““ that whilst Hinduism hed left
the famine-stricken to die, Christianity had
stepped in like an angel from heaven with
its sympathy to cheer them wilh its effectual
succour.” The Christion Church, including
adherents under instruction, numbered
nearly 100,000 souls.

Missionary work has been carried on in Work of the
south Travancore since 1805 by the London ™
Mlssmnary Society with similar results
among a caste closely allied to the Shansns
of Tinnevelly. A Church, including to-day
over 60,000 adherents, represents the out-
come of this work. Less extensive move-
ments towards Christianity among a few of
the Iowest castes have added to the strength
of the Church in the Tamilo-Malayalam area.

Thege movements have not been confined The Telugu
to the Tamil country. Further north in the A™*
Telugu country one of the most marvellous
ingatherings took place. For nearly forty
years the American Baptists had worked
in the Nellore district. The results had not
been such as to give much encouragement.
Then came the great famine of 1876-1878.
Upon the missionaries and their helpers
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fell the heavy burden of distributing relief.
To give work to the pcople the Madras
Government constructed a canal through
the district. Mr Clough, one of the
missionariss, contracted to obtain labour
to construcl three and o half miles of
this canal, and gathered the people in
the adjacent district by hundreds. He
appointed as overseers his * preachers,
leachers, colporteurs and others.” During
the “intervals of rest” the people were
gathered together and insiructed. Tn these
days of trial and darkness the message ‘was
brought to thousands. The scene must live
in the minds of those who witnessed it—
the parched and barren country, the great
mounds of earth, as they were heaped high
up on either side, lhe thousands of "men,
women, and even children who added their
share to the work. The Christian_ camp
congisted of five hundred huts built of
bamboo and palmyrd leaves, and * up-
wards of three thousand coolies, hesides
old men and women and smell children,
who were supported gratuitously.” The
coolies were constantly changing, The
wages paid enabled some to betake them-
gelves 10 their own homes. When the






A NORIII INDIAN VITLAGE

A SHANAN MITLAGL IN IINNEVLRI LY



Christianity in India 181

famine was over, the camp was broken up
and the coolies scattered themselves all
over the country, The message sowed in
such gurroundings was not Jlost, and the
dove and sympalhy of those six months
brought a great ingathering. It is not for
us to decide whether the motives of those
who desired baptism were the highest
motives, but thousands desired to become
members of the Christian Church. After
the famine was over many requests for
baptishh were made. So persistent were
the demands that the missionaries could
not refuse. On the 8vd of July 1878, 2222
men, women and children received the
sacred rite. Befare the end aof the year
9606 converts had been received into the
Church. The Church in Ongole rose to
1204. A year later Mr Clough reported
that he had visited the Ongole field. “1T
vigited ninety-eight villages, where our
people live, saw delegates from perhaps
one hundred other villages, and baptised
one thousand and s1xty-e1ght persons on
profession of their fatth in Christ.” It is
estimated that no fewer than 10,000 were
gathered into the Church. The Church
continued to grow, and by the end

G.
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of 1882 the Ongole feld had 20,865
members.

“Tn 1890,” says Rev. David Downic,

* another remarkable movement tookhplace,
resultmg insthe largest number of accessions
since 1878. The quarterly meeting at
Ongole wos an unusually large one, and
before it closed 363 were baptised. The
interest was unusually great, and as large
numbers weie reported ready for baptism

. . a second meeling was called, On
the latter day 1671 were baptised on
profession of faith. By the first of March
1891 this number was increased io 4037.
At Cumbum some 3500 were baptised
between October and March. . . . The
total accession will not fall far short of the
great ingathering of 1878.”

We have sketched iwo extraordinary
movements. Lack of space precludes us
from giving a detailed account of the move-
ment in the “Aboriginal” and “Rohilkhand”
areas. The movement in the latler area was
the most marked feature in the decade from
1892 to 1902. The Wlethodist Episcopal
Church of America shows in this area an
increase from 20,000 to 90,000 adherents.
Fiven more striking was the increase of
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communicanis from 9700 to over 52,000.
In the “ Aboriginal ” area there is a steady
movement towards Chrislianity. A fact
recorded in the Bengal Census Report
sheds ‘an mtezesimg light dpon it. The
‘greatest accessions lo Hinduism, Muham-
madanism, and Christianily look place
precisely in the same part of the Province,
namely in the Chotdi Nigpur division.
In other words, the aboriginal people are
being influenced by threc compeling re-
ligions® Whole tribes, which in 1891 called
ihemselves non-Hindu, in 1901 returned
themselves as members of a Hindu caste,
having within len years atlached them-
selves lo Hinduism a3 & regularly con-
stituted caste. Tslim and Chrislianily
have® mel with similar successes, whole
populations taking refuge within their
pale. |
The movements rcferred Lo are the larger Other Mave-

ones. Many smaller‘ones have taken place, ™
or arc still in progress. In the Bengal
district of Krishnagar a movement on which
large hopes were buflt reached its height
in 1838, but has since completely ceased,
and shos no signs of going forward. Move-
menis are taking place among the Chuhras,
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or scavenger caste, in the Punjab, and
among the Mings and Mahars in the
Bombay Presidency. From the latter caste
the mission of the American Board
(A.B.C.F.Ms) has had large accessions.

All these movements to which reference
has been made have certain elemenis in
common, First, there is the very obvious
one, that the converts do not come as
individuals bul in numbers. Whole
villages, as we have seen in Tinnevelly,
and the same thing is probably true else-
where, have become Christian. The secret
of such movements lies in that communal
spirit which caste has so emphasised, in
virtue of which persons do not live as in-
dividuals, but as parls of their caste or
tribe. “ However convinced of the fruth
of Christianity,” says Bishop Caldwell,
“ they may be, they can rarely be perspaded
to act upon their own conviclions inde-
pendently of the coursé of conduct adopted
by their neighbours. They prefer to wait
till & party has been formed, and if the
party becomes toleralffy strong, it then not
only dares to act ior itself, but often brings
with it the entire village community! When
8 movement of this sort is in progress no-
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body likes to anticipate his neighbours and
nobody likes to be left behind.”

Another characteristic of these mass Confinedtoa

movemcnts is that they confine themselves
to a single caste or tribe. In Clfota Nigpur
and Santilia the aboriginal races have been
swept into the strecam. In Rohilkhand
the Chamiirs or workers in leather and the
Chuhris, i.e. the scavenger or sweeper
caste, have been thus influenced ; in the
Telugy country the Madigis or leather-
workers, and the Malis, who rank higher
in the social scale than the former and form
the bulk of the agricultural labourcrs. In
the Tamil group the Shinins are “ the
chief Christian staple.” The Shinin is
the palmyra® climber and toddy-drawer
'of the south. Up to the ycar 1857, when
the Christian community in Tinnevelly
numbsered 50,000, only 1000 persons be-
longed to the better, Sudra castes, such as
the Vellalas, and only one Tinnevelly
Brihman was known to have been baptised.
Thus picturesquely ¢id Caldwell describe
the invariable concorhitance of the Shinan
and Christianity. “ Hitherto from a
variety of causes,” he writes, “ Christianity
! A south Indian Palm,

Sing

e Caste.
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and the palmyra have appeared to Aourish
together. Where the palmyra abounds,
there Christian congregations and schools
abound also, .and where the palmyra dis-
appears tllere the mgns of the Christiail
progress are rarely seen.’

The disadvaniage of this identification
of Chrislianily with a single caste is illus-
trated in the following incident recorded
by » Bengali evangelist working in the
“ Rohilkhand  area, where such, large
accessions have taken place from fwo
particular castes.  In most villages,” says
this Christian worker, “they think that
Christianily is only the religion of the
sweepers . . . the people kept themselves
at a safe distance from us to aveid poliption
by touch. After a few days we discovered®
that they had never known « Chrislian of
this country who was not a sweepers . . .
A young Brihman followed us one after-
noon after preaching and purchased an
Urdi New Testament. We saw him
following us in the ;midst of taunts and
reproaches of his village people, some calling
him * Bhangi® (sweeper).”

National calamities such as famine have
brought in their train large adhesions 1o
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the Christian faith. On the other hand
all these movements have been preceded
by years of patient work. On occasions
where, special love and sympathy were
shown there followed a movement towards
Christianity.

These movements on the whole have given Results of Mass

very encouraging results. Indigenous Movements.
Christian communities are being founded,
with a higher code of morals and with
better education than their neighbours.
The Shanins have shewn administrative
ab'i]ity, and have proved their capacity
to bear financial and other responsibilities in
the support of their own Church. Nothing
can be more refreshing than to wander into
the. midst of these humble, simple and
honest folk, see them in the great churches
which have been built to afford them ac-
commodation, and witness their offerings of
grain, poultry, or garden produce. On
some high festival ‘it may be a fayourite
goat, or even a cow which these Christian
labourers consecrate to God for the pur-
poses of the Church find His work.

These great movements are confined 10 Their Limited
particilar areas, and all are not continu- F*tett
ously in progress. Indeed the older ones
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seem. to show signs' of retrogression when
there aze no poweiful causes operative to
urge them forward. The total 1esults may
he great, but compared with the mass of
the population {hey are small and insignifi-
cant,

Furlhermore il is questionable whether
these movements have much effect in in-
fluencing the great bulk of Hindu Society.
(astes in India o1c rigidly self-contained
umty 1 the social order. Whal one casbe
does has little or no influence on” other
castes, and this is especially true where the
lowest are concerned. An illustralion may
help us to understand how this comes
about. If all the foreigners in London,
such as waiters in hotels, hair-dressers and
others, whose lives are hved under condi-
tions of poverty in the East End, were 1o
accept a new set of ideas or change. Lheir
faith, what influence would it have on the
bulk of the people 'in London? The
adoption of a new faith or political creed
by a body of aliens, whose interests and
habits of thought are different from Lhose
of the mass of the people and who have
not the franchise, cannot have eny far-
redching effect on British public opinion.
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Some may be disposed te question the truth
of this analogy, and il leaves out of account
certain important facts. 1L must be re-
memhered that lhe classes .among whom
the mass movements have taken place form
a very large scction of the population of
India, amounting 1o one-sixth of the whole ;
and that the children and grandchildren of
the out-caste converts exert an increasing
influcnce in the national life. Moreover,
while | the conversions from the higher
cagtes are vcomparalively few and represent
no large movemeni, yet such converts
taken together make an important com-
munily, and some have been men of
marked influence. Al the same tlime it
would be foolish Lo shut our eyes to the
fact thal, so far as accessions to the Church
on any large scale are concerned, Hindua
society in the slrict sensc is still pracli-
cally umlouched. ,The sturdy pecasant
who ploughs his fields, the grain-dealcr
who sils cross-legged in his litile booth in
the village streel, tho merchant, the village
scribe, the Brahnfon, as yet remain
unchanged. To reach them with the
Gospel of Chrisi, to lead them into the
Christian fold, to so endue them wilh the
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spirit of love lhal Shinan and out-caste
become their brethren in Christ, is the
problem which the Christian Church has to
solve.

QUISTIONS FOR CHAPTER V

1. What is known with regard to the early be-
gnmnings of Chnsiianity in India?

9, What share bad Denmark, Germany and
Greal Bntan vespectively in the work of the
Danish-Ilalle Mission ?

3. Compare the lives of Schwartz and Garey in
respect of the conditions ander which their work
was done, and the characters and methods of the
two men.

4. Deseribe exnetly the advance in the work of
evangelisation which was made in the year 1813
sl he yoats aseedintaly Sellowing,.

5. If a hundred new missionaries were being sent
to India, how would you propose Lu distribule them
over the country in view of the facts given in Lhis
chapter? (It may be assumed that the missignaries
arc connected with the societies working in the
fields where the recruits seem to be most needed.)

6. With reference to each of the four areas iv
which Christians are most numerous, state the
reasons which have led to the rapid growth of thy
Church. ‘

7. If you were a missionary, and s mass movemenb
should take place m your district, what weuld pro
bably be the chief problems requiring your attention ?

8. In whal respects do the facts mentioned i
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this chapter show Lhe syslem of caste to be a
hindrance to the evangelisation of India ?

9. In what respects do they show i to have
helped the growth of Lthe Church ?

10. &o what extent does tha analogy of the
acceplance of a mew faith by foreighers in Greal
Britain seen Lo you to be applicable to the siluation
in India?

11, Give as clear a suminary as possible of the
work which has already been accomplished for the
evangelisation of India, and of the exlent and
nature of the work that still remains to be done,
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CHAPTER V1
PROBLEMS AND METHODS

Tue cvangelsalion of India is beset with
difficulties so serious that to predicl its
ultimate success is to make no ordinary
demand on the faith and loyalty ¢f ihe
Christian Church. For nearly a centyry
large sections of the people have been open
{0 new influences, yet the day of friumph
appeais to be indefinitely dclayed. Per-
plexing problems emerge al every slage.
It is the necessity of dealing with these
problems that has given rise to the various
methods of missionary work..

In the very first stage the difficulty of the
inaccessibility of the pepple has to be over-
come. The problem appals us by its
magnitude and complexity. To begin with,
there is the purely physical difficulty of
reaching the people. Tlis was impressed
upon us when we considered the vastness
of the country with its countless
hamlels and wllages—those self-cenlred,

tya
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self-contained commumtics which are the
bulwarks of conservatism., Still greater
and more comprehensive is the social and
mental inaccessibility of the people Take,
for exa,mple, the visit of a missionary to a
village in Central India, that very neglected
portion of the country. In size the village
may approach a small town. On the
advent of the strangers a crowd gathers,
curiosity is awakened and the objects of it
arc scrutnused A hymn is sung, an address
g.tven, pcrhaps a few books sre sold, and
the missionary passes on to the next village.

The people were accessible in so far as they
heard and saw, but the final test of accessi-
bility lies elsewhere. It is not merely the
ears of the people that the preacher has io
reach but their minds, and their minds are
closed by a wall of prejudices.

The O'eneral attitude of the people to ’l‘hi“ﬁfgglﬂ of
Chnstm.n preachmg is one of antagonism.
Tt does not need much imagination to see
why there should be this 0ppos1t10n The
Jmssmnary comes a,pparently as the enemy
of the ancient Hindsi faith, His aims scem
to threaten its institutions, which to the
vast niajority of the people are their most
sacred heritage, on which their hopes in
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life and in death depend and lo which
they cling with exceplional tenacity.
Behind the missionary is the whole
strength of British Rule, making his
person inviplable. His presence brings
defilement. The flesh of the sacred cow
forms his diet, and {o the ignorani strong
wine is his drink. In the eyes of ihe people
he is the habilual companion and champion
of the low-castes, whom the Hindu sense of
ceremonial purity keeps without the village
sitc. Indian Christian Evangelists do not
suffer from all these disadvaniages, but on
account of their connection with the Euro-
pean and as those who have broken with
the Hindu social system they have to face
difficulties almost equally great.

Absorption in The whole motive of the mlssmnary is

Dally Tl misunderstood. Indeed the failure of the
people to understand whal he desireg, and
longs for is to him the hardest trial to bear.
To the mind of the peasant religion is the
affair of those who have leisure and who can
afford 1o turn away from the world and Lo
forsake a life of work ¥nd labour. A lady
missionary in the Telugu country relates
how, on telling some women that her"object
was to teach them the truth, she was met
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with the following rel8rt: “ Yes, it is true.
But what is the use of all other things il
you have not money to buy rice with and
live? And how can we fold our hands
together and pray, ‘Swami] Swami!’
when we are poor and have to work all the
time ?” In response to appeals to turn to
Christ and accepl Him answers like the
following are given: “ What shall we gain
by this ? ” or, “ Will you provide for us 7 ”
A Christian convert is often asked : < How
muclt were you paid to change your
fdith ? 7
A certain writer speaks of the “ Menial Mental

Seclusion of India,” and asserts Lhal the Differences
Indian mind is inherently differcnt from the
European mind. Lilerature abounds with
reftrences to the sphynx-like atlitude which
India presents lo the European observer.
Thig facl, although the emphasis laid on il
is oflen cxaggerated, gives rise to a very real
problem in the work of evangelisation. The
Indian mind has developed along different
lines from the European, and hence iis con-
ceplions seem so differenl. Phrases and
{erminology which are simple enough ior
Christians may have another meaning, or
fail to convey any meaning at all, to those
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brought up in a differenl environment
and inheriting different iradilions.

The idea of “ sin” has to the Christian
a personal roeaning. It is he individually
who bears ilg guill. To the ordinary Hindu
the idea represents a breach of caste law.
So long as he remains a member of “ caste
and has a regard for ils ordinances he feels
safe. The man who tells a deliberate
falsehood without realising its heinousness
would consider his salvation imperilled
if he were to eal with another whose "caste
was lower, Every missionary repolti
records in no uncerlain terms the problem
which is being continually faced—the
failure on the part of the people to realize
the guilt of sin, To take another example,
the idea of salvation is conveyed”in
some languages by a term which means
emancipation, that is freedofh from_the
cyde of birth and death. These differences
of thought and training scem ta separate
Hindu and Christian by a great gulf,
the one with his clear-cut conceptions of*
sin, righteousness, salvition, and justifica-*
tion, the other with his whole character,
temperament, and stock of ideas built on
% nebulous pantheism, The bridging of
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the gulf appears ofteh io be a hopeless,
task.

The atlempt lo solve these problems Methods of
results in the missionary melhods of which Mecting these
#0 mich is heard. The missionary has
‘sought, and must coniinue to seck, some
means by which he may disarm suspicion,
gain the confidence of the people, find some
pathway into their minds, and give expres-
sion lo ideas which they can clearly grasp
and appreciate.

The tmission station with its Lwo human- Medical Work
isig influences of the hospilal or dis-
pensary and ihe school is the great means
of disarming suspicion and of changing an
attitnde of antipathy lo one of friendliness.

The mission hospilal or dispensary is for
jthis particular purpose the greater force
of the two. Wlulo only one in twenty of
the 10,000 mission stations and out-stations
has a medical institution, over two millions
of people come under the influence of these
hospitals or dispensaries. 'The influence of

a “hospital is extraordinary. It reaches
fat and wide, its consh;uency is drawn from
whole districts, and with ils name bene-
volence ks always associated. Thus tersely
docs the hislorian of the London Missionary
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Society state the vame of medical missions :
“ As knowledge of the Indian people and
their customs increased it became evident
that western medical skill mighi open a
wide and effetiual door into the heafts and
minds of the natives. . . . The missionary
goes to themn with a message which from
its very nature and terms musl arouse the
deadly hostilily of all thal is native and
characteristic within them. The medical
missionary through the channel of a body
healed, of a pain banished, of a ippled
faculty reslored, starts at & much gredler
advantage.” In 1838 a medical man be-
longing to this Society began work in
Travancore. ** People of every caste, even
the Brahmans ”’ he recorded, * flock to me
for advice. I have free access to all and,
have great reason to believe that good will
be done.” Special reference to rpedical
work by women and for women is necessary,
for its influence is éven more profound.
It touches the family life very closely and
thus ultimately reaches the men belongibg
to the households ﬁelped. The medical
mission work done on the north-west
frontier by the Church Missionary Society
deserves special attention. It is the only
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method thal has beon levised Lo reach the
untamed border tribes with any degree
of success.

The second inslitution of the mission Mission

:sLn,l:ior.l which has been refeired lo is Lhe Sehoo'
school. Like the hospital it is a very
valuable means of overcoming the pre-
judices and inaccessibilily of the people.
Il does this in two ways. It scrves as a
means of contact with the parents of the
children. Iis privileges are sought by Lhe
more Influential leaders of public opinion,
and thus it is & means of access to those
who could not be reached otherwise, Still
more important is the opportunily which it
affords of gaining the confidence and
affection of the pupils, and bringing them
 into *daily conlact with Christian truths in
their impressionable ycars.

Thqg mission schools and colleges have a Results of
tolal of nearly helf a million scholars. foncatonal
Many thousands—probably the majority
of the pupils—pass through a mission
school without being influenced in any
elfective measure jowards Christianity,
although they read the Bible and some learn
to entettain a fecling of reverence for Chris-
tianily and Jesus Christ. The education and
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the moralinfluence are good, but further they
do not seek and do not receive. Yet some-
times the deeper chords of Hindu religious
life may be touched. Many an educational
missionaryewill speak of his expenence of ar
cager face and an attentive eye, of the
visits that were paid lo him after school or
college hours, of occasional heart-searching
conversations, of carnest correspondence
about religious matters. Nol often is lhere
an advance beyond this stage. The boy
becomes a man and a member of “Hindu
Society. He is usually friendly, but as a
1ule the old desires and ideals are crushed
and overlaid by the things of this world.
The greatest need of educational missionary
work is workers whose object will be the
making of * a supreme Chrislian impression
rather than a diffused Christian aimo-
sphere.” The instruction in mission-
schools is necessarﬂy largely secular,
efficiency is demanded ‘in return for govern-
ment, grants, only a fraction of the time
can be given to what is termed “ B1b1e
teaching ® and the most direct Christian
influences cease when this is over, save
perhaps for a Sunday school clas§ which
most pupils attend. The absence of larger
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results from missionary education has not
been owing to any lack of soundness in the
method. It has been due largely to the
insuffigiency of the forces engaged in the
Work. The missionary himself & often 100
overwhelmed with olher duties to devote
sufficient energy to the spiritual side of Lhe
work. He has often Lo content himself with
non-Christian leachers. The full harvest
from missionary schools will be reaped
only when the Christian forces are
strgngfhened by doubling, if not quad-
rupling, lLhe workers, both European and
Indian, al preseni available for this par-
ticular work. HKven as il is, mission
schools have exerted a far-reaching in-
fluenge. It would be a great mistake to
eslimale that influence merely by the
resulls in baplism. They have been slowly
crealing an almosphere favourable to
Christianily, and have left a decp mark
on the lives of hundreds of pupils who have
ngt taken the final step of public profession
of Christianity.

Considerably oldersthan the educational Bible
methods of missions is the method of Truslations
literature. The first German missionarics,
and in faclall pionecrmissionaries, atlempted
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a translation of the Seriptures. The work
began with Ziegenbalg’s and Schullze’s
translations inlo the Tamil, and later the
heroic efforls made by the “ Sergmpore
Trio ” 1o give the Scriptures in the varioug
tongues of India. Land-locked on almost
every side by British ierritory in which
they were not allowed to propagate the
Guspel, they determined Lo appeal to India
by the prinled page. Hence thal sirenu-
ous endeavour and [everish hastg with
which Carey, Marshman and Ward  in-
cessantly laboured. Imperfect though
meny of the trauslations were, some of
them formed the basis of later revisions.
Al the time of Carey’s death the Bible
“was published in six of the Ipdian
languages, the New Testament in iwenty-
three more of the Indian languages, and
porlions of Scripture in ten languafes in
addition,” To-day translations in more Lthan
fifty languages exist. Perhaps the difficullies
of a translation and the neced for frequept
revision are best shawn by the Urda or
Hindostint version ofsthe Bible. The New
Testament was completed in 1741 by the
German missionary Schultze, and pub-
lished by the University of Halle. In 1808,
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?

Henry Martyn finished a fairly correcl and
idiomatic translation, which was revised
by wvarious committees subsequenily.
During 1844, a translation -of the Bible
%ased on that by Henry Martyn
was published. A Baptist missionary
next made a translation which appeared
three yecars subscquently, Over twenty
years later Martyn’s translation was re-
vised. In 1892 the version was again re-
vised, a first cdition of the revised New
Tegtamenl appearing in 1900.

To the labours of many missionaries, Infiuence of
and especially Lo their conscientious accur acy he Seriptares.
and appreciation of Indian idiom some
very faithful and literary iranslations of the
Scriptures are due. The Brilish and

* Foreign Bible Sociely, up 1o the year 1853,
had published nearly 16,000 copies of the
Scriptures in Llhree languages of India.
Up to the end of 1906, in the ten chief
languages of the couniry over 16} millions
of copies had been published. This lotal
lgaves oul of account the nearly two score
other langunges of +India in which this
Society, has published translations. The
deep and far-reaching effect of the
Scriptures can hardly be calculated. That
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they influence the majority of those mto
whose hands they fall can scarcely be
asserted. Yet occasionally the effect of
the message is profound. The following
story told*in Dr Smith’s Life of William!
Carey throws some light on what the
influence may be. Sevenieen years after
Carcy had finished his first iranslation,
“when lhe mission extended lo the old
capital of Dacca, lhere were found several
villages of Hindu-born peasants who had
given up idol-worship, were renowned for
their truthfulness, and, as searching for a
true teacher come from God, called them-
selves ° Salya-gurus.’ They traced their
new faith to a much worn book kept in a
wooden box in one of their villages. Ny one
could say whence it had come; all they
knew was thot they had pqssessed il for
many years. It was Carey’s firsl Bengali
version of the New Testament.” In addition
lo translations of the Scriptures, numbers
of Christian leaflets, tracts, and a fe
periodicals are 1ssued.a,nd distributed over
large areas.

The uncertain element in all Indian
affairs is famine. It places on the admini-
stration a tremendous burden both of
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money and responsibility. It diverts the
ordinary course of missionary work. Yet
it opens up new avenues of influence and
gives the missionary and his helpers great
ﬂopportu.n.ltles for succouring the people in
their dire need. In one province alone
two missionaries were responsible in 1897
for a thousand children. The Rev. A.
Campbell reported that in a little over six
months he and his assistants had minis-
tered to the wants of eight thousand people.
As a permanent heritage of Indian famines
there are a hundred and five orphanages
conducted by Christian Missions, with seven
thousand orphans in them. These figures
include only institutions with fifty or more
children, Scores of others exist with a
much fewer number in each. We may
safely say that Protestant Missions have on
2 moderate estimate ten thousand children
whom they are rearing. The United Free
Church of Scotland alone has within the
past seven years spent over £60,000 on
famine orphans. The orphanages have not
yielded all the resultshoped for. The great
difficulty is to bring strong vigorous and
raoral iffluences to bear on the children in-
dividually. Their environment is neces-
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sarily somewhat “artificial.  Jn recent
years better results have becn achieved
in some parts of the country by placing
the children .n selected Christian homes.
The responsibility of rearing Lthousands o!
orphan children has imposed on missionary
workers a heavy burden which has been
cheetfully undertaken. This work of
Christian benevolence has brought home
vividly Lo the minds of the people an idea
which Hinduism lacks — a sense of the
value of human life. The far-reaching
influence of this message is seen in the facl
that in imitation of the Christian institu-
tions orphanages have in recent ycars been
founded by Hindus themselves.

The Mission Station is the chiel cenlre of
activity in a district. It is the base from~
which operations are directed, and the
headquarters of the medical and =duca-
tional work, It is the centre from which a
pasloral care is exercised over the Christians
in the surrounding villages. Round every
stalion is a certain definite area of country,
with rarely more tban half-a-dozen out-
stations., The local care of the latter
is entrusted to nalive workers usually
termed “ catechists ” or * readers.” The
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chief means of contact with ihe people
is the hospital or school, just as in
England the Sunday School child is
often , the means of introduction to the
~parents.

Kivery year ihce missionary sets apart a Itmeration.
cerlain season for travelling round part of
his district with its hundreds of villages,
in which regular preaching has been im-
possible, When he arrives at some hamlet,
an iniroduction 1o one or more people is
nol a matter of difficulty, if the hospital at
the mission station has been doing effective
work. A father or mother, a brother or
sister, in whom the attention and care
of the hospilal have worked wonders,
will have made the whole village eager to
see Lhe faces of thosec who possibly may
become their benefaclors. Perhaps the
missionary himself carries a chest of
medicines, and the men, lhe women and
the children come flocking for relief.
The local school for caste or non-caste
¢hildren has to be examined and inspecled,
and verdict passed on its efficiency. The
few Christians—usually of the poorer and
humblér sori—are caiechised and further
instruction is given them.
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The woman missionary gels her oppor-
tunily with the women in their houscholds.
It may be the plaintive notes of a hymn
sung to a familiar melody, or a story, which
has an underlying meaning, that holds the
altention of the assembled women in the
courtyard of a friend’s house. The lives of
many women are so sombre; the death of
o favourite child, the waywardness of a
husband or the prospect of being left a
widow with all the tertible accompaniments
of that position cast a deep shadow
over the lives of many. A word  of
sympathy and comfort has often brought
much joy and light inlo the hearts of these
lone crealures, and made them more re-
ceptive of the truth of the love of Christ.
These opportunities rarely come with the
men, who are often most easily reached
through their wives. The woman mission-
ary’s opportunity, if she have the gift of
sympathy and tact, is boundless.

The women of the upper classes in many
parts ol India are shut up in zenanas and
must be visited in, their own homes.
Zenana work is confined for the most part
to the cities and the small lowhs and
larger villages where the wealthier families
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have their residence. = To such families
women medical missionaries and teachers
have more or less access, and often friend-
ship or intimacy springs up. The visita-
tion is usueally undertaken on ‘the condition
that religious instruction will be per-
mitted. Here again, if the reception
is at all cordial, influences may be set to
work which will touch the male members
of the household.

The religious fairs afford a special oppor- Preaching at
tunity for the preaching of the Gospel. =
Usually they are held at some sacred spot
in the vicinity of a tank, on the banks of a
river, on a hilltop, or round some local
shrine such as the grave of a saint, the
memory of whose good deeds and the’
~abiding virtue of whose tomb to cure
diseases or grant a boon make it an object
of rewerence. At such places thousands
of men and women will gather. To most
it is a time of recreation and a welcome
change from the weary routine of life.
Booths are erected where vendors of food,
toys and trinkets cayry on business with
hundreds of customers. Many bathe in
the sacred waters, and make their offerings
to the shrine desiring some boon. A

L .
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mother will ask for a son to be the stay
and support of the family and lo perform
the last funeral 1ites for his aged parenis.
A few come seeking rest and peace, such
as Lhose whom life has saddened, desiring’
to expiate the sin which has led {o their
sorrow. 'The annals of Indian rural life are
full of the stories of such who seek and yel
never find. To the local fairs of the
people the Chiistian evangelist travels.
He too sels up his booth. A little music
and a few hymns will gather the crowd,
often good humoured and willing to listen
but raicly open to conviction. Queslions
will be asked, serious and trivial; then
the crowd mells away unimpressed and
untouched save for the diversion ihat has
been enjoyed. Every Indian crowd has
its emotions touched by a hymn and lakes
delight in a religious argument.
Occasionally however, the heart of some
seeker is laid bare and one of the under-
currents of Indian religious life revealed.
Missionary reports .often record such
incidents in the work. Thus on a singie
page of a recent reporl, an Indian evangelist
gives his experience of two great religious
fairs near the city of Agra. At one a high
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caste, prosperous Hindd'slipped unostenta-
tiously into a service and was deeply im-
pressed by its simplicity and purily, con-
trasting markedly with the glaborate and
meaningless ritual wilh witich he was
familiar, Another seeker was an ascetic who
had once been a medical practitioner. “ He
once held a Governmenl post, but there
was something which impelled him to
throw up his lucrative appointment and
become a sannydsi in order to attain lhe
perfect®bliss of the soul. He came to me
as fiin advocate of Vediintism, and after
daily talks of an hour or so during Mela
days he asked for a Bible. I was greatly
struck with his frankness and simplicity
of motive.” On this same occasion tlhe
evangelist met a company of seven mendi-
cants, who called themselves Christians.
The leader claimed to be Christ, * because,
. he said, ¢ Christ dwells in me,” and he sup-
ported his claim by 4 verse from St John’s
Gospel. He had a wooden sword hanging
round him which he cajled the © sword of the
spirit.’ ” Superficial though his knowledge
was, it was religious enthusiasm which had
swept him and his followers into the ranks
of religious mendicancy. At another fair
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the evangelist Lells us of onc whose earnest
and attentive look atiracted attention.
He accepted a tract which shewed “ the
futilily and vanity of bathing in the
Ganges with' the object of washing away
of sins and obtaining heavenly bliss,” and
after four days returned seeking insiruction.
He had once been a soldier in the Brilish
army, rising {0 the position of corporal,
but after ten years of service had sought
his discharge to become a religious mendi-
cant. In spite of much perseculion he
was baptised. The preaching and presénce
of evangelists at the religious fairs of the
people are amply justified. Christianity
is brought near to the pcople, and instances
are recorded in which a sentence or two
from an address have been repeated in a
distant home and have brought forth fruit.
Such preaching affords an opporfunity
of atiracting the true seeker.

‘The Peale's The inaccessibility bf the people is the

Yo o, Cause of much heart-scarching, “Am I
getling near the peqple?” is & question
the missionary often puts to himself. It
may serve some purpose to attempt to take
the view-point of the people and ‘enquire
how ihe machinery of missionary effort
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appears to them. The institutions of
Western Christianity are alien to the
genius of the people. If it were possible
to conguct a pious Hindu round a mission
%tation, with its extensive grofinds, large
hospital buildings and schools, and the
mission housc in the centre, he would not
feel instinctively that this was a religious
institution. “ Yes,” he might reply, turning
to the missionary, “ this is a philanthropic
place, you will accumulate much merit and
in the next life you will be born a Brihman
or god.,” The people look wupon the
missionary as possessed of unlimited means,
and therefore in a position to indulge in
acts of benevolence for which he will reap
the reward in some other existence. They
$cel that he is their friend, and in times
of trial and suffering they turn to him
for support. But he does not represent
their religious ideal., This ideal is not
one which the peasant as a rule con-
temgplates as possible for himself. The
materialism engendered by his cares and
sordid poverty preclude any such idea.
But the ideal which he cherishes in his heart
as the highest expression of the religious
life is that of the philosopher and ascetic.
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The Ascetic Nobody can fail to be impressed by the
ldeal fact of the enormous power wielded in
India by the Sadhu or professional ascetic.
In life he is an object of reverence. , After
death his “tomb may become a shrine td
which thousands of pilgrims will flock to
ask a boon. Nearly five millions of ascelics
live on the alms of the people. Ash-
besmeared and having the scantiest of
clothing, their [amiliar forms may be
seen in every parl of the country—hy the
banks of a river, among the rpuins
of some ancient shrine, without the gates
of the city, or taking their rest beneath the
shade of a pipal or many-limbed banyan
tree. Among their ranks are harboured
some notorious criminals, and many are
themselves moral wrecks. Yet to thent
the unstinted reverence ofe the people is
paid. The ascetic has broken with the
world — at least his appearance gives
him that character. In the history of
Indien religions the ascetic has a pre-
eminent position. ®Ascetics like Sanksys,
Rimanand, Kabir, 'and Tulsi Das gave
India a great spiritual message. The
imagination of the people is captured
by such leaders. A few of them become
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the spiritual guides of a select number
of followers whom they nurture in the
faith, and upon whom by visitation and
exhortation they leave a gtrong impres-
sion,

The methods of Indian evangelisation Its Eelation to
are at variance with the Indian 1deal, and E:al::gihsaélsog
the Church seems to lose in conscquence.
The possibility and desirabilily of mission-
ary societies adapting their methods to
the Indian ideal have been queslioned.
The reasons urged against such a course
seem to be final. The foreign missionary
has to contend against the influences of the
climate, and for him asceticism such as the
people understand is well-nigh an im-
possibility. Although he lives as simply
as posmble and denics himself many things,
yet his life is immeasurably above that of
the cedinary peasant. The advisability of
adopting the ascetic life may also be ques-
tioned on the ground of principle. The
agsumption in the Indian mind is one that
belittles the value of ¢his present life. The
Hindu in his highest moments would assert
that life is an evil and not worth develop-
ing. Can the Christian Church accept
such a view ?  Would the Church by adopt-
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ing methods of asceticism he regarded
as giving ils adhesion to this erroneous
principle? Can the Indian ideal of
aseelicism be peconciled with the teaclnng

and spirit ef Christianity ? This is dne of
ihe large problems which has to be faced
in the work of evangelising India.

The problem of caste slands in ihe very
fore-front of the difficulties in the way of
evangelisution. Even after o cenlury of
new ideas il is the chief, innermost and
most impregnable forlress of Hinfluism.
Breaking with casle is to the ordinary
man as foreign as the desire to become
an animel. The taking of such a step is
beyond the bounds of possibilily. This
is true not only of the millions whe
because of their antipathies are unap.
proachable and whose sordid materialism
seems impenetrable, but even of« that
choice remnant who hunger and Lhirst after
righteousness, These last are sppalled at
the prospect of breaking with caste. Every
missionary knows a few such—the house-
wife with the pathos of her story who has
been led by the sympathy and tender-
ness of some Christian woman to krfow and
live upon the love of Christ; the growing
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youth whose affection has been won during
his school-days by his Christian teacher and
who has sought and found power through
the Gospel; or the occasional Nathanaels
of Indian village life who have felt ihe
spell of Christian purily and lholiness.
The relinquishing of caste is the occasion
of much stumbling even 1o these. The
missionary annals of Indin are full of
incidents which tell of men and women
who helieved and yet held back, the final
step being 100 great for them to take. The
first baptism in western India due to
Protestant missionary effort had an extra-
ordinary sequel. A Scottish missionary,
himself an eye-wikanasy, leaxes us the fallaw-
ing accounl : “I well remember the sensa-
tion produced when the first Hindu pro-
fessed his faith in Christ. Sometime after
his b3plism the Lord’s supper was to be
dispensed. Mr Hall,was about to dispense
the clements, when the professed convert
suddenly rose up and exclaiming, ¢ No, 1
will not break caste®yet,’ rushed out of
the chapel.”
Even when personal antipathy to theits Tyfanny

loss of caste is overcome, other factors are
present which make the step almost impos-
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sible. Hinduism is excessively Llolerant lo
heterodoxy of belief; nothing however is
a greater blow to ils dignily than the
violation cLI ils social order. Hinguism
will strain to the uitermost, and execrcise
the most intolerable tyranny 1o preveni
one of its members from leaving the fold.
The convert’s own parenls will adjure him
by all that is holy not to disgrace them.
The question is not merely one of social
disgrace bul also of ceremonial impurity,
which tlouches the family and even Jlhe
caste thus involved; it may be said
to threaten their salvation. Wives have
been known to travel with their children
to the distant shrines of Benares to purify
themselves from the taini when a husband
and father has accepled baplism. Violence
is not uncommon., Witnesses will perjure
themselvesin the civil courts in theirattempt
to prove that a convert is a minor over
whom parental guardianship is obligalory.
Occasionally the darker methods of poisen
may be a final resort fo save the honour and
purity of the family. In every case com-
plete oslracism is sure to follow. The
young convert leaves his home, iaarents,
brothers and sisters, wife and children for
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ever, destitute and pénniless wilh all the
old ties of affection complelely severed.
Can we wonder that men and women fear
to make an open profession of Lheir faith ?

Cotnected with the general aproblem of
caste is ils influcnce on the convert. The
question how far the Church may tolerale
the prejudices of the Hindu convert in
his relalion to other Chrislians belonging
to the degraded seclions of the Indian
community is a perplexing one. Thus the
missionarics of the old Danish-Halle Mis-
gioh, such as Schwartz, gave recognition
1o certain practices arising from caste feel-
ing. When Bishop Heber visited the
southern portion of his great diocese,
complaints were made to him about these
practices which in a letter he describes as
follows : “ With regard to the distinclions
of caste as yel maintained by professing
Christians, it appears they are manifcsted—
(a) in desiring scparate seats in Church ;
(D) in going up at different times lo receive
the holy communion,; (¢) in insisting on
their children having different sides of the
school ; (d) in refusing to eat, drink, or
associate with those of a different caste.”
In the biography of Bishop Wilson (one of

Caste within
the Church.
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Heber’s successors) “there is a curious din-
gram of the interior of a church in south
India. In one part of the church sat the
Christians who had belonged Lo the recog-
nised castes of Hindunism, and anothér part
was reserved for Pariah Christians.

EffortstoRoot ~ Wilson in a letter to the missionaries

i ow ordered that no one was to be baptised
unless he renounced caste and its practices,
This led to a serious crisis in the Church in
south India. Al a meeting of casle Chris-
tians, at which the Bishop exhortedthem,
a stormy scene cnsued. One of the Chfis-
tians was heard to shout, *“ When it is
written in the Scriptures thal we are to
take the Sacrameni with Pariahs we will
do it and not before.” Other Chiicches
took strong measures to cleanse ihem-
selves of this evil, some of which werc
perhaps hasty and unwise. One missienary
society instituted common meals which
should be a test of thé prejudices of their
adherents. This led to the suspension of
seventy-two persons jincluding t]mty-two
catechists,

Dificulty of The whole question of caste distinctions
in the Church bristles with difficulties.
Heber gave the controversy its terminology
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when he asked whether “the practices
complained of are insisted on as religious
or as merely civil dislinctions.” In south
India, especially, considerable prejudice
exists among Chrislians of the dpper castes
againsi free inter-marriage and even against
ealing with those of a lower caste. Simular
prejudices are found cven in Chrislian
countries. For the removal of these
arlificial barriets more dependence must
be placed on the growth of a strong Chris-
tiap seniiment than on the exercise ot
ecclesiastical discipline. On the other
hand, the Church cannot {olerate caste
distinctions when the high-casle Hindu
refuses to partake of the Sacramenl with
the Bariah. The situation calls for wisdom,
sympathy and tact. Ii has been nrged that
the strong aftitude against caste distinc-
tions*taken up by missionaries is keeping
back converts from the upper classes. The
proportion of Christians of the more respect-
able castes’to those drawn from the out-
caste community is eonsiderably lower at
the present day than it was a century
ago, when Schwartz and his colleagues
adopted a more tolerani attitude, This,
however, may be due to the overwhelming
q*,
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accessions from the lower castes during
the past seventy years, ralher than to any
actual diminution in the number of converts
from the upper strata of society.

The Dangerto  Hinduisst has always in its corporate

Cheistiatity:  oction shown a tendency to split into caste
units. The sectarian movemenls within
itself have shown the same tendency.
Many centuries ago a reform movement
sprang up in south India, the adherents
of which called themselves the Lingayats
While still in a sense a corporate body, it
is split up into the ordinary Hindu castes
and thus its influence as a vigorous pro-
pagating body is neutralised. The danger
of Christianity in India, ss Lhe present
Bishop of Madras has pointed out, “is
not simply thai it may perpetuate thee
divisions of Western Christendom, but
that it may add {o them a hundrediold
by splitting up into an infinite number of .
caste Churches . .°. In some Roman
Catholic mission districts of south India
I have seen in quile small villages two
churches, one for the high-caste and one
for the low-caste Christians,” We have in
Hindu society Brahman Vaishnavites and
Sudra Vaishnavites, and thus throughout
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the innumerable castes. It will be fatal
to the influence and power of Indian
Christianity to have every Christian sect
broken up into Brahman, Stdra, and Pariah.
This Is the rock on which évery spiritual
movement in India has split.

The inaccesibility of the people of India, The Success of
caused by their mental attitude, their %,ﬁflfi?;mary
outlook on life and their social institutions,
is a difficulty that may appear at first
sight insuperable, and the methods by
which® the attempt has been made to over-
cole it may scem inadequate for the
purpose. Such a view is not supported
by the missionary experience of the past
century. Wherever a mission station has
been established, and its workers have
shown to the people their capacity for
faithful, loving and sympathetic service,
the <onfidence of the latter has always
been gained and opposition has been
vanquished.  Misslonaries have been
loved and-esteemed far above any other
class of persons ingthe community, and
their influence has become the paramount
moral force in the district.

On the other hand, missionary methods Insufffﬁmeﬂcll of
have not been given an opportunity on a h
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sufficiently large scale. There are in India
less than two thousand mission stations with
nol more than eight thousand outslations.
Many of the latier receive only very occa-
sional visits®from the missionary. In con-
trasl with these figures, there are over half-
a-million villages which have to be reached.,
Surely it is not reasonable to expect that
these thousands of hamlets can be in any
gense influenced by the Gospel, or that
the attitude of the minds and hearts of
their inhabitanis can be changed, tHrough
the visit of a few Christians once a year.
The mental inaccessibility of the people,
to which reference was made in the earlier
pert of this chagter, is closcly related to
their physical inaccessibility. Very often
the Hindu peasant fails to appreciate the
message of the preacher because he does
not know the Christian as a man. For this
time is needed—it may be years. The
present Christian forces in India are in-
adequate to allow of this intimate contact
between missionaries and the people. The
sense of the iremendous need and the
continual desire to preach the Gospel to
every creaturce in the distriel are sd over-
whelming thai work lends to become
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difftuse. ~ With the present force it can
hardly be anything else. The Christian
worker is not allowed time to cultivate his
acquamtances, to get to know them and to
ga.m ‘their affection. The power of medical
missions to open up avenues of access has
been demonstrated beyond doubt, but is
there anyone who will asscrt Lhat the
method has been used to the full in India ?
Of the iwo thousand mission stations, not
more than about a fourth have a hospital or
d1spensary, and even where these exist, their
influence is often restricled by the physical
strain placed upon the few and insufficient
workers. Open doors cannot be entered,
and opporlunities which present themselves
are Jost for ever.
Apa;rt from the inadequacy of the mis- The Resuits
chieved.

sionary force, ye have to lake into account
the enormous difficulties which have to be
faced in attempting the evangelisation of
India—the rigid barriers of caste, the
misconceptions and prejudices of people,
gnd the fierce hostility of a numerous and
able priestly caste, the interests of which
are bound up in the maintenance of the
existidg religion. It is a marvel how much
has been accomplished in spite of these
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difficulties. Thousands have been swept
into the Christian Church by the mass
movements, and are being welded into a
powerful lever. which will shake ig the
foundation th¢ social system of Hinduism.
A new conception of the value of human
life and of the human soul has been intro-
duced among the people. Hundreds of
Indian Christians haveas individuals been
willing 1o accept Christ in the teeth of
1Lerr1ble persecution. A new and _high
standard of personal morallty has been
set, and is associated even in the minds of
non-Christians with the Christian rcligion.
These are achievements which may well
furnish reason for encouragement and hope.

To delude ourselves with the thought
that the difficulties will melt away or that
successes are grealer than they really are
will only delay the final triumph of Chris-
lianity in India. It is becoming apparent,
after a hundred years of Christian Mlssmns,
that the work of evangclising India ig
greater and harder #than was thought,
To know and appreciate the whole truth
should call forth the heroism and sacrifice
of the Church to give and to darein the
name of Christ and above all to claim in
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faith His promise: I say unto you,
if ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed
. . . nothing shall be impossible unto you.”

QUESTIONS FOR CHAPTER VI

1. If you werc an Indian villager, what would be
your gencral attitude Lo the foreign missionavy ?

2. Fo what extent would you eapeet to make a
permanent unpression on an out-of-the-way linglish
village Lhrough a single isolated visit? Would yon
be more or less likely to make such an impression
on an [ndian village ?

3. Could a religious address that would be suit-
able for an English audience be espected to make
an impression upon a village in India?

4. Compare the advantages of a hospital and a
school as a missionary agency.

5. What reply would you make to anyone who
propgsed to estimate the resulis of educalional
missionary work solely by the number of baplisms
resulting from it ?

6. JVere the * Scrampore Trio’ right in devoting
Lheir main energies to the work of Bible transla-
tion ? ]

7. Whati reasons might be urged for and agrinst
the devotion®of a large amount of money and time
by a missionary society to the establishment and
conduct of orphanages ?

8. If vou were a missionary would you be dis-
posed to devote the grealer part of your energies
to instifutional work (hospital, school, ete.) or wide-
spread preaching (itineration, visiting faivs, ete.)?
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g. To what extent fdoes the Indwan ideal of
asceticism seem lo you reconcilable with the
Christian idenl ?

10. What reasons might a Hindu who was a
secret belicver 1n Christ urge against taking the
step of outwanl ¢onfession by baptism?

11. What answer wonld you give to these objec-
tions ?

12. Have we ai home any difficultics parallel to
the presence of caste feeling within the Indian
Church ?

13. Whal seems to you Lo be the right attitude
1o lake towards those who as Christians slill retain
their old caste prejudices ? .

14 What dangeis threaten Lhe Indian Chupeh
through the mfuence of the easte opirit ?

13. What appear to you to be the chiel reasous
for an immediste aud very large increase of the
missinnary forees w India ?

16, In view of the difficultics which besel mis-
sionary work, do the results already achieved seemn
to you to vindicate the methods adopted ?

REFERENCES FOR FURTHER STUDY

General
Ricnrer—History of Missions in India, chap. v.
Joxps—India’s Problem, chaps. viii., ix.
Mvine—Missions to Hindyg.

Mental Inaccessibility of the People

Tuwnsenp— Asia and Furape, chap. viii.
Lue vs ~The Enpire of Christ, chap. iii.
Heme—Missions from the Modemn View, chap. iii
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The Twofold
Influence of
Christianity

CHAPTER VII
TIE INDIAN CTILURCIH

Tur influence of Christianity upon India has
been of a lwofold character. On the one
hand, it has given rite to a compargtively
small bul gromng communily of Ch11‘%t1an‘3
—growing in numbers, outlook, "moral
purpose, and influence. On the other hand,
it has introduced a whole serics of new moral
and religious ideas, the influence of which
is folt far beyond the limits of the visible
Christian Church.  There are move-
ments and tendencies at work nmong the
people which have no oulward connection
with the Christian community, and "hich
yet are indebted to Christianity for in-
spiration and stimulus, and are indirectly
and slowly making the thouglt of India
more Christian, These two results of
Christion influence in India will claim
our attention in the present -chapter.
We shall take first the more mdirect
influences,

230
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The reader requires to be continually
reminded that references to the small bul
influgnlial educated community have been
excludgd from the scope of this book. The
Influence of Christian ideas, however, upon
this section of the pupulation has been so
marked that some account must be taken
of il, if we arc to understand the real nature
of the impact of Chrislianity upon India.
The higher education of the country is in
the hands of the State. and the western
education imparied by Government and
native institutions, as well as that given in
missionary colleges, is the means of trans-
mitling directly or indirectly Christian
ideas. , The debt which the south of India
owes, lo the Christian College at Madras
cannot be estimated. The college has been
the means of disseminating Christian ideas
throughout the whole Presidency. A number
of the most influenfial leaders of Hindu
society have had their education in
Christian cOlleges. The ferraent of Chris-
tianity has begun te act, and its results
are remarkable in the religious, social and
political spheres.

One of these results is seen in the rise
of a number of religious sects such as the

L ]

Influence of
Christianily on
the Educated
Clﬂsses-

New
Movements
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Brahmo Samij and Arya Samnj, both of
which are theistic. The Brahmo Samdj is
a form of Unitarianism. In its early days
it made a great impression on the educated
classes thrdughout India. The Arya‘Samz‘mfg‘
is more nearly allied to Hinduism than to
Chrislianity. It upholds the Vedas as the
only aulhoritalive sacred canon, and has
buill upon them a theistic system of
belief.

Dr dohn Morrison, a missionary of the
Church of Scotland, in his recent book,
« New Ideas in India,” after surveying the
religivus movements among the educaled
classes during the nineleenth century, de-
clares that there are certain elements in
Christianily which are being * naturaliged "
and grafted on io the religious herilage of
India. “ Monotheism,” he iells us, * tend-
ing more and more to the distindlively
Christian idea of God, our Father, is com-
mending itself and being widely accepted.
Secondly, Jesus Christ Himsél{ is being
recognised and receiving general homage.
In a less degree, and yet notably, the
Christian conception of the Here and the
Hereafier is commending itself to the minds
of the new educated Hindus,”
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Social reform, whil¢ vigorously prose- Secial Reforsn.

cuted by small sections of the educated
Hmdu community, has not made much
progl ess during the last few years. Yet
Sthe earnest spirits who laké the lead in
desiring it have been peculiarly indebied
to Christianity for a new conception of the
value of human life and of the true positin
of woman., There is a growing sentiment
against early marriage, and some even
advocate slrenuously the re-marriage of the
Hmdu widow. A siriking result of the in-
direct influence of Christianity is the in-
creasmg number of benevolent inslitutions
which have been established during the last
bwenty- -five years in cmulation of similar
missionary institutions, A few hospitals,
a growing numiber of orphanages, schools
and colleges bear wilness to the increased
valuerplaced on human life.

These movements and new influences Masses not yet
have scarcely Louched the masses of India, fn. ¥ "o
but some of them may do so in the future.

The Arya Samij hasdpreachers whose duty
it is to reach the villages. The leaders of
these new sects, however, have nol as yet
made ghy attempt to live among the people
and win their hearts by love and sympathy.
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There are at the'same time other forces
at work among the masses which are in-
direcily imparting to them Christian ideas.
The value of life has been raised by the
establishment of lasting peace in “India
The ninetecnth century is a contrast to
the internal dissension which previously
divided the couniry and the incessant
bloodshed of the nine centuries preceding
British rule. Stable government has been
the means of preserving many thou-
sands of lives. Benevoleni instittilions,
such as hospitals, and the extraordifary
measures taken to save lifc during the
famines, have had a moral influence upon
the people. A new sense of what it means
to be & human being and to possess human
rights is slowly coming to birth.

There are many indications which point
to Christianity becoming the stamdard
round which all the moral forces of the
country tend to rally. * Across the pathway
of Christian progress are the walls of sordid
materialism, buttresged by bigotry a.nd
caste prejudice. As the work progresses
it touches incidentally men and women
whom the spirit of God has prepared .
for a spiritual message. Christianity has
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spiritual guality and &wakens response in
the hearts of seekers after truth in whatever
fold they may be. Whenever a Christian
mission has established its right to the con-
fidende of the people it begiuse to exert a
strong moral influence throughout ithe com-
munity. This right is gained only after
years of permanent work by the methods
of medical relief, 1he school, and annual
itinerations in the district, all directed by a
strong and sympathetic personality.

In & certain missionary station in north An Iiustration
India such work has been carried on for fgs o
the last fiftcen years. At first the people
were hostile, and 1he influence of the mission
was limjted to some adherents drawn from
the humbler casles and a few others who
were atiracted by the advantages of medical
relief. The work has progressed. The
kindeess end love willingly poured out
have broken down barriers which seemed
insupcrable, and the sympathy shown has
touched many lonely hearts and sorrowing
families. Access hag been gained by the
women missionaries to practically every
house of importance in the disirict. The
work mmong the men is under the care
of an Indian pastor and evangelist who was



236 The Desire of Indi_a

himself a convert from Hinduism. By
his sincerity and sympathy he has made
his influence felt throughout the dis-
trict and has attracted to himself, and
gained the confidence of, a number of
non-Christian religious leaders, all of whom
are striving to raise the spiritual level of
their respective followers. Ome of these
is a Sikh fekir, who counts among his
adherents certain wealthy landowners,
superior tenants and farmers, whom he
continually visits and exhorts to faithfully
observe the teachings of their founder,
Guru Ninak. Every year the Christian
pastor sends onl in his own name, and in the
name of his non-Christian friends, an invits-
tion to the prominenl people in the district
to a religious festival. Several hundreds of
peasants assemble and each of 1he leaders,
Christian and non-Christian, make: an
appeal to those present to live better and
holier lives. The Christian has in this way
the opportunity of laying the claims of
Christ before the sassembled company.
Prejudice has heen so far overcome that
the people listen reverently and acknow-
ledge that the message is a spirittial one
and demands at least their respect.



! iy
! k] A
.-.....LL_.‘MM&-‘...

PRIACHING BY 11 WANSIDE

GROUP QI CAILCHISIS






The Indian Church 237

Even among lhe edmmon people there The Chet
have been qeveral movements which have "
arisen under the influence of Christian
ideas. Reference has already been made
to the strange scct which grew wp in Bengal
as the result of a single copy of the Scr1p~
tures. The last twenty-ive years have
brought to lighl a similar movement in
the Punjab, represented by the sect called
the Chet Ramis, which incidenlally throws
light on the extraordinary fascination which
religiots ideas have for the people.

Chet Ram was born in 1885, His father The  Founder of
was a nalive of the Lahore district, and was ™ Set
a prosperous shopkeeper., The Christian
terminology and facts—the latter more or
less _distorted—which bulk largely in his
teaching were probably oblained when
he scrved ihe British army as a water-

catrier in the second Chinese War. On
his return he came under the influence
of a Muhammadan feacher, who probably
added to Chet Ram’s stock of Christian
ideas. On the death~of his master he con-
tinued the career of hermt and seeker. In
a poem composed by him in the vigorous
Panjib? of the district he relates how one
night Christ met him and commanded him
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to build a Church and place therein the
Bible. The concluding lines declare bhis
convictions :—

a e
* ‘I'hen iny, sofil realised
That Jesus eame to give salvation

« Day by day His love increaged Lowards me
Aund people came to salute me.

< [ realised it was Jesus God
Who appeared in a bodily form.”

His followers consist of monks and lay
brothers. The latter are householdets and
follow their respective callings. The forrher
have their central shrine, where Chet Rim’s
ashes are buried. They usually carry on
their journeys a cross on which is in-
scribed their creed :—“ Help, O Jesus, Son
of Mary. Holy Spirit, Lord God, Shep-
herd. Read the Bible and the Gospels for
salvation.” The total adherents andsym-
pathisers, even on a liberal estimaie, do not
exceed five thousand.” Chet Ram was an
unbalanced visionary, addicted-to the use
of narcotics, The .nonks of his order
perpetuate this vice, defending it on the
ground of the physical hardships they have
to encounter. Clergy and laity are honest
and simple, yet ignorant and mostly illi-
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terate. The sect adnuls to its ranks the
adherents of oll religions. Tt observes,
however, the distinclions and prohihitions
of caste.
- The Chet Rimi movement &5 such has Significance of
no future. It has contributed little to the ™"
evangelisation of India. It is suggestive,
however, of some of the lines along which
the propagation of Chrishanity may travel.
It is a warning as to what may happen.
On the other hand, it suggests that Christian
ideas, however indefinite and crude, are
afloot and that a certain permeation has
taken place. Further, it makes evident that
there is an opportunity for the true Christian
propnet, called lrom among the people
with, & message from God, disciplined by
the study of the true genius and history
of Christianity and in living contact with
the dprings of Hindu thought, feeling and
sentiments. .

We pass now from the indirect influences The fadian
of Christiafity to study the chief and most <™
tangible result of missionary work—the
Tndian Church. It transcends in impor-
tance everything else that has been done.

Its imperfections, the pancityof its members,
the uninfluential character of most of its
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adherents arc obvious, and these defects
have so often been referred to by Turopean
and Hindu, that Nehemiah’s request might
well be the prayer of the Indian (;hurch
* Hear, O Yur God; for we are deqplsed ’
Yet in the Providence of God, this unworthy
ingtrument may be used {o further Ilis
Kingdom in the world.

Its Growth The Christian Church has shown exlra-

and Iofluence. o dinary growth during the lasl half
century. The nature and causcs of ihis
growth have been discussed in a prevmus
chapter. A reference to the tables in {he
appendices will give some idea of its ex-
tent. From 1850 to 1900 the Proiestant
Churches show an increase of adherents
from 91,000 to 854,000. The incpeasc
in the last decade was most striking,
being 53 per cent. The mnature of this
increase has been already commented
upon. Tt consisled of large, comparatively
homogeneous scctions of the community
who transferred their allegianck to Chrig-
tianity, such as the Shanans of the south,
the Madigis and Malas of the Telugu
country, the Kols of Chola Nagpur, the
Chamirs and Chuhras of north Indla, and
the Mahars of western India,
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Two clements in tht Christian Church High Caste

need special mention, The first of these Converts.
consists of the occasional converts from
the 'higher castes who are received into
the Clurch. The number is comparatively
small in individual areas, but is substantial
when the country is considered as a whole.
Some members of the Indian Church hold
prominent positions of trust, and usually
discharge their duties with conscientious-
ness and cfficiency. The influcnce of the
Christian community and especially of its
upper ranks is rapidly growing.

Another important clement in Indian The Reformed
Christianily is the Syrian Church, refer- Syriaas.
ence to which has alrcady been made,
Excluding the Romo-Syrians the com-
;munity numbers nearly 300,000 adherents,
who owe their allegiance to the Patlriarch
of Antioch. Efforls were made during the
nineleenth century by the Church Mission-
ary Sociely to bring about a reformation
within the Ghurch itself. The original plan
was a failure, but 50,000 members of Lhe
Jacobite Syrians term themselves the Re-
formed Syrians. They hold the same belicfs
as evangelical Christians generally.  The
movement is progressing slowly and may
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result in a welcome'addition o the mission-
ary forces in India.

The Christian community is belter edu-
cated than the non-Christian members of
the castes~from which it is drawn. Th¢
literacy of the Christians in south India is
much greater than that of either the Hindus
or the Muhammadans. The Christians
follow next to the Brihmans in general
literacy. The results achieved by Chris-
tianity among the depressed classes are so
striking {bat the development of these
classes within the Church will be very
rapid. They will be welded into a sirong,
vigorous, and homogeneous community.
Christianity is building up a confederalion
of the depressed classes, is disciplining them,
educating them, and ennobling their char
acters and lives. In contrast with the
unity of the Christian Church, Hindu
society, in spite of its strength, is broken
up by castes and is not homogencous.

The Christian, Church has prbduced men
who have shown both spiritual insight and
devotion to the cause. Among them, are
Schwartz’s helper Satthianidhan, who laid
the foundations of the Tinnevelly €hurch ;
Devadasen, the faithful pastor of the Church
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at Nagercoil ; X. M. Bdnerji and Nehemiah
Goreh, whose refulations of Hindu Panthe-
ism are the most important contributions
made from the Christian side to the Iindu
controversy ; Mathura Nath « Bose, the
devoted missionary of Gopalganj; and
Pandita Ramabai, whose yearning for the
womanhood of India has seen its veward
in many women and children added to the
Church.

The slory of Nilakantha Goreh, Brihman, Nehemsan
Hindu pundit, Christian theologian and Goreh
saint, is exiraordinary and romantic.
From his youth upwards he was trained
at Benares in Hindu philosophy and in the
subtleties of ils dialectic. *1I deqplsed
Chrlstmmty,” he wrote aflerwards, *“ and
thought it was a religion fitted for ignorant
Mlechchas* only, and that it could not be
compared with our philosophies, and I even
ventured so far as to undertake the refuta-
tion of Christianity?” Thus he continued
holding conhtroversy with Christian apolo-
gists. To strengthea his position he ob-
tained a copy of the Bible, but his pure
nature came under the spell of the Sermon
on the Mount. After many conversations

! Unelean gut-vastes,
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wilh a Christian he resolved to change his
faith and communicated his decision to his
relations. Attempts were made to dis-
suade him, byt they were of no swuil..- IIe
was baptiséd n 1848. His coniroversics as
a champion of the faith which he had so
recenily despised made a profound impres-
gion in the first years of his service. Four
prominent non-Chrislians—two Hindus,
a Parsi and a Muhammadan—were con-
verted. For many years his headquarters
were in Poona, and his life received ‘much
inspiration from the Sociely of St John
the Evangelist, while to his high and
spiritual attainments they also owed a
great deal. To the end of his days, he was
a wendering mendicant, reasoning with
Hindu scholars and urging the claims of
Christ. In his private life he showed
“ the intense devolion and sclf-denial of
the Brahmon missionary; his genuine
humility snd modesty, as well as his pro-
found erudition, set off the exicrital mode of
his life. His poverly, his emaciated look:
his plain mendicant-like attire made him
regarded by the people as a Sadhu—the
beau ideal of a Christian missionary,”
His greatest published work was “ A
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Rational Refutation of the Hindu Philo-
sophical Systems,” bul he made many other
contributions to the conlroversy., His
power lay in his life and devolion. He was
called to his rest on the 29th Octoher 1895.
That a high-caste Hindu <hould consc- Mathura Nath
craie hlmqelf to the service of the despised Bose.
out-caste, to redeemn and to minisler to
his needs and to uplift him, is something
alien to Indian religious history. The
cducated community of Calcuila was
filled with amazement when Mathura
Nath Bose, a distinguished graduate
in Arts and Law of the Universily of
Calcutta and a college lecturer, announced
his intention of swrrendering his position
and gmoluments for the purpose of living
*among the Chandals of the Faridpur dis-
trict, 150 miles north-east of Calcutta.
“TIt Wes a wild, wide waste of swamps,”
we are told by his friend Dr Heclor. “ Dur-
ing the rainy season from July to October
it,was undet water, and the only means of
logomotion was by bbval. But necessily
has no law; and the poor out-castes set
themselves to raise huge mounds and on
these they built their honmesteads.”
Poverty and a precarious livelihood had
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inured them to great hardships. During
the season they cullivaled rice and jute,
at other times fishing, mal-weaving, and
basket-making provided lhem with em-
ployment.

Mathura Nath Bose in his early
days had shown great contempt for
Christianity. He is said to have torn to
fragments a copy of lhe Gospels which
was offered to him by a missionary. In
Calcutta he entered the college of the Free
Church of Scotland, attracted by the
educational advanlages it offered, but de-
termined that nothing would induce him
to accept the Christian {caching which was
imparted. A period of doubt and stress
came upon him, and he longed “for the
priceless blessing of the pure hearl, and of
the peace of conscience which accompanies
it.” A friend in whom he confided took
him to some meetings of the Brahmo
Samij. There he heard extiracts read froma
book compiled by the founder, Riim Mohgn
Roy, and they seemed to bring to him,a
spirilual message. He obtained a copy and
read it with great eagerness. The work
was entitled, “ The Precepls of Jesus, the
Guide 1o Life,” and contained voluminous
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exiracts from the Sefmon on the Mount.
He found Christ and was baplised after
two years of consideration and preparation.

For a few years he held some important
teaclting posts, but Lthen there®ame to him
the call of the oppressed and oul-caste,
He responded lo it with a glad beart. e
accepled a subsistence allowance from a
Bengali Christian, and from 1874 to his
death in 1901 he carried on his work in spite
of many difficultics. Cut off from his old
interdsts, from his friends and from in-
tellectual sociely, he faithfully continued
at lhe work which God had given him to
do. He entered inlo the lives of the people,
became one of them, and touched their
hearts with his message. Ile was a hymno-
logi3t of no mean power, and we arc told
that “ his hymns were saturated with the
unckion of hs heart and his life, and arc
among the sweetest and most inspiring in
ihe Bengali Hymnal.” His spirit and in-
fluence live in the Bengali Church, and his
fite has called forth the spirit of Christian
service in other parts of India.

His Life of
Service.

Pandita Ramabai, and her work are Pandita
unique in the annals of Indian religious Ram®™:

history. The daughter of a Hindu scholar,
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she inherited from hiln menlal vigour and a
love for knowledge. The momadic life of
early years developed her resources under
adverse circumstances. The horrors of a
famine, whi¢h ullimately took from hér the
parenis whom she loved, and early widow-
hood endued her with sympathy for the
suffering and the child-widows of India.
With characteristic independence Ramabai,
when quile young, carried on a crusade
of social reform among her own people.
The evidence she gave upon female educa-
tion and the proposals shc made before
the Indian Education Commission of 1882
showed such ability that she sprang Lo fame
immediately. To prepare herself for a career
as an educationalist she came to Engla.nd
where she was baptised with her daughter
An invilation led her to America, where she
made an appeal on behalf of Lthe * High-
caste Hindu Woman,”

She returned to India ond founded at
Poona, a home for Ilindu widows, her
friends in America having become re;
sponsible for the financial side of the
scheme. The work prospered, but was
temporarily threatened by extincliort when
gsome of the widows decided to be baptised.
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The great famines of 1896-1897 and of 1900
gave Ramabai her opportunity. DBefore the
earlier famine she asked that God would
give her a great increase of conversions
and pmycd for a number of widows far
in excess of anything her institution
could hold. On Lhe outbreak of famine
she travelled to lhe Central Provinces.
When the famine was over she had be-
iween five and six hundred women and
children, Accommodation was found for
them in the country some miles from Poona.
As theresult of a spiritual awakening a great
number of the women were baptised. Dur-
ing the year 1900 further accessions to her
home, took place and she received nearly
two, thousand orphans. The responsi-
bility of this gigantic cnterprise has rested
very largely on her. Financial crises and
unsympathetic criticism have made the
burden sometimes inlolerable, but she has
faced difficulties with assurance and faith,
‘The story "becomes more remarkable when
we remember how ‘tramped and fettered
is the life of an ordinary Hindu lady, how
timorous her heart when she contemplates
ihe outer world. In Ramabai we have an
example of a woman whom God has used to
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further His purposes. Iler courage and her
faith are among her outstanding qualities.

The work of those Indian Christians to
whom reference has been made was of
a special kind. It has been enacted on
a stage under the gaze of the public eye,
and is of a type which is expressible
to the weslern Chrislian spectator.
There is olher work being done in India
which is nol capable of this clear expres-
sion. Out of view and limited by, their
own language or casle area is the work
of many humble men who, unnoticed by
the wider world, are none the less respond-
ing to the demands made upon them, and
so far as their swroundings give ,them
opportunity are faithfully serving .the
kingdom of God. Anyone with even a
slight knowledge of Indian .village work
will recall Christians—not many perfiaps,
but at leasl a few—jgnorant and often
illiterate, who have yet in iheir simple
way shown much zeal and” devotion
There are the familiar® stories of aged men
and women who have thought nothing of
a ten-mile walk through floods and unsafe
roads to take their places in the house of
God on Sunday morning. Memories arise
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in our minds of whit&-haired men quiver-
ing with emotion and incoherence when
making an eflort to express the articles
of the:r belief. “ T'll tell yoy, sir the mean-
ing of it,” said Bishop Caldwell’s venerable
friend atter an uusuccessful cffort 1o repeal
the creed, “ We are all sinners and the
Lord Christ underlook for us all, and if we
believe in Him we shall be saved. I know
that, and that is all I know.”

Nothmg in the history of the Indian Catechists.
Church is finer than the testimony which
is borne, often in the face of adversc cir-
cumstances, by the Christian * Catechist ”
or the village ‘“ Reader.” The position
of these men is not enviable. Isolated
ﬁom strong Christian influences, they
often slide into a kind of slothful pro-
fessionalism. Their duty is to assist the
misgiona,ry in his evangclistic efforts. If
placed in an independent charge they
have the oversight of a small company of
Christians; for whom they conduct ser-
vices; they also hold evangelistic meet-
ings to reach the non-Christians, seek out
and help enquirers and introduce such to
the missionary whenever he may happen
to visit the station. Often the catechist
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fails to rise above "his swrroundings and
temptations, but his position is so difficult
that sympethy musi take the place of
condemnation, The people look upon him
as a hlrehng, one who preaches belause’
he is paid to do so. The missionary in
their cyes has influence in the world—he
is & member of the dominant race. The
catechist has none and is therefore to be
spurned. With the Christians he is not
popular. From his decisions there are
continual appeals to the missionary. Yet
among these workers there are some whose
spiritual influence is remarkable, and who
by their exemplary lives atiach Lo them-
selves the csteem and affection of the whole
countryside.
ﬁﬁsﬂ&ﬁf In one of the villages of India there has
" lived for some years, unknown beyond his
own district, a Christian teacher, by Hirth
a member of the lowest caste. At an early
age he came under the influence of a
Hindu spiritual teacher, and finally when,
he had exhausted the stores of learning,
of his director, became in his turn a
spiritual guide 1o his fellow casle-men in
another village. Scated one day in-state
at his ghrine, he had a conversation wilh a
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Christian missionary who had once been &
prominent British ofticial in the same
district. The conversation was animated,
and" yas marred only by the. extraordinary
animosity and pride of the sant as be sat
at his shrine. The interview was not for-
golten and weeks afterwards the man
travelled many miles to seck another inter-
view wilh the missionary. It was the
time of worship and he entered the humble
Christian Church. Upon his ears fell the
words of the prayer, “ Thy service is
perfect freedom,” or as the wvernacular
version has it, “ Thy service is kingship.”
The truth began to be revealed to him and
he foynd Christ. To-day le continues his
worly as a Chuistian calechist. Disease
has taken his sight from him, but he con-
tinues to labqur for Christ, strong in a faith
builf® nupon prayer and the knowledge of
God. He has outlived the humble tradi-
tions of his caste, and has by his spiritual
power overcome the prejudices of the higher
gastes and brought* to them a message
which they have shown themselves willing
to receive from him.
The *weakness of the Indian Christian Weakness of

. . the Indian
Church as a whole is very obvious. I8 Chyren.
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grealest need is a spiritual awakening.
The ignorance of its members, the old
superstitions, the constanl relapses into
pagan customs of those who were swepl
into the Church by mass movements have
10 be taken inlo account., Even more sad
are the selfishness, the desire for gain, the
pelty envies and jealousies of the more
prosperous. The blight ofien settles even
on the convert whose heroic sacrifices have
given promise of much future spirilual
power. Baptism scems to become to the
convert “that final goal of Clrislianity,
to reach which he musl make the one
supreme effort of his life; and having
made it, he may seltle down into an agsured
spiritual content which will remain_un-
disturbed for the rest of his life both here
and hereafter.” This spiritupl defect lays
its restraining hand on the propaghting
power of the Church, and nculralises its
influences on the human life around.
Grievous must be the sorrow of the young
convert who, on taking his place in the
Christian Church after fierce persecution, dis-
covers its worldliness and spiritual poverty.
Lack of a Still more serious is the lack of ideal in
Misstonary

Spirit. the Indian Christian Church. Its con-
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ditions and environmént make it difficult
for the Church as a whole to be possessed
by a greal and comprehensive ideal. The
ma]orlty of its members gre limited in
their’view by the narrow bodnds of their
district. The conceplion of anything
larger can rarely be brought home Lo them.
The greater namber cannot read, and most
are poor and engrossed in carning what is
at the best a precarious livelihood. The
members of the Church have ofien come
over lo Christianity in a body and the re-
sponsibility of advancing the Kingdom
docs not weigh upon them. Even those
who are betler educated do not feel suffi-
ciently Yheir responsibiiity for the evangel-
isation of India. To many the Chrislian
Church exisls to establish a position of
influence and power for itself, and beyond
that*they have no ideal.

The Indian Church has failed on the whole Absence of a
to produce a distinclive theology capable %f;‘fzé’;’”
Qf reaching the minds and hearts of ihe
people. The religieus history of India
would lead us to look for something of this
kind, Yel lhe nearest approach to a dis-
tinctively Indian inlerpretalion of Christ
has come from a non-Christian sect, the
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Brahmo Samij. The cause is not far to
seek. Indian Ciwiql:ianity is as yet a
western product in the process of being
arafted on %o India. The children of
converts know little of, and carc less for,
the whole heritage of Indiaur thought and
religion. They are brought up with a
stock of Christian ideas in a society of
their own. The conversion of their parents
has severed all the old relalionships. An-
other consideration which throws light on
Ehis barrenness of {he Indian Chrﬂtlan
religious mind is the fact that up “to
lhe present the members of the Church
have been drawn [rom casles which
do not afford a soll m whnich tneclogical
ideas naturally spring up and comg lo
harvest. There have been Chrislians like
K. M. Banerji and Nehemiah Gorch, bul
the converls from the castes which Show
special philosophical aptitudes are few and
insufficient 1o form an intellectual sociely in
whichthere canbe a free interchange of idcas.
New interprelations ef Christian doctring
will scarcely be possible till the intellectual
level of the Indian Church is raised either
by greater accessions from the Brahman
class, or by an extraordinary develop-
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ment of Lthe mind of the oul-caste peoplewho
form the bulk of the Christian community.

Poelry aud not systeinatised philosophy is 4 Native

the product of the unclevelopud mindg of Y nelogy
primitive peoples, and already there are signs
of an indigenous hymnology in southern
India among lhe Shanun Chiistians and lo
a lesser degree in the north. It was a
Pariah who composed many hundreds of
years ago the sacred Kweal of the Tamil
country. Its influence is extraordinary,
and the lessons il inculeates are profound.
For lilerary excellence nothing else in the
south can compare with il.  When we
consider the power of poeiry as a moral
influence and as a vchicle for conveying
religious ideas, as we have seen exemplified
' in the Ramayana and in the " Sacred
Utterances ” of Manikka Visagar in the
south, we can sce how ihe growing hym-
nology of the southern Indian Church, if
fired by God’s Spmt may give ulterance
{o divine *truth in a language that will
be understood by the people.

Tt is usual to test the value of bhe Selfsupport.
Christian Church in mission lands by en-
quiring how far {hat Church is sell-support-
ing, self-governing and scli-propagaling.
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Tet us take first the question of wsclf-
support. Among the mass of the pcople
poverty is very great. For example, among
the Christians .connected with the Anglican
Communion i the Telugu country, number-
ing in all twenty-nine thousand, the average
income of a family—not of each individual
——is two shillings a week. Yet each member
of every family contribules nearly a penny
a week. In the Tamil country where the
Christions are more prosperous the amount
given is considerably higher. In Tinne-
velly the Christians largely support their
pastorate. It may be said that where-
ever large mass movements have taken
place the Christians are taking upon them-
selves increasingly the financial respopsi-
bility for their Churches. In some cases
they go even further and support evangelists
among their non-Christian brethren. “The
Tinnevelly Christians support two Tamil
missionaries and seven Telugu evangeclisls
in the Nizam’s Dominions. The wmore
prosperous—as in every country—give less.
than the poor, and congregations in the
cities, which count among lheir members
the comparalively affluent, are thé ones
which need most support.
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The Indian Church s not self-governing, Seif-

Western sectarianism has been perpetu- &°“hment.
ated to the delriment of Indian Christianity.
Yet there are movements towards union.
Chie? among them was the #mnion of the
majority of Presbylerian Churches in the
country. Seven out of a possible thirteen
decided to constilute themsclves into the
Presbylerian Church of India. From this
Union a secession of Presbyterians from
the south took place in order that they
might enler into a wider union with other
Churches. Consent to do this was gladly
given. The dominating influence in the
Indian Christian Church is the foreign
nissionary element, but there is a tendency
in c.el'"tain sections of the Church to eliminate
this preponderance. What form of govern-
ment the Indian Church will finally assume
is wot clear, indeed whether it will accept
any of the types developed in the west is
questionable. There is a feeling abroad
which deplores the perpetuation of Christian
sectarianism and & growing tendency to-
wards union.

The Indian Church is marred by many Possipiites of
defecks, yet its virlues are not few, and it %ﬁur’ggiﬂ“
may be used' of God to fulfil His purpose
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for India. Of onec lhing Lhere can be no
doubt. It alone has the capacily of over-
coming the inaccessibility, both physical
and mental, of the millions in whose hearls
the light ofetruth has not yel dawned.
The missionary problem is nol how the
Western Church can with its western
appliances add materially to the numbers
of the Church. Rather il is how Western
Christianity can co-operate with and
strengthen the hands of the Indian Church,
so that the Church as such will bring about
the evangelisation of India. Acceptance 6f
this principle will mean o readjusimeunt,
though not a radical change, of present
methods, a new emphasis and a new stan-
dard whereby to measure progress. I'urlher,
it will involve a deliberate attempt "to
develop Indian leadership and resources,
and will lead to an enquiry into the nrosi
effective methods of training Indian
Christians both in school and college. For
many years to come, a much more numerous
foreign missionary body will be needed
for the purposes of evangelisation and of
training the members of the Indian Church.

To these needs we shall refer in the-next
chapter,
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The Indian Church®has experienced in Spirial
recent years a season of spirilual stirring, 4™*eR0E
The Lwo great famines with the attendant
misery, the terrible pestilence which has
devastated great tracts of courftry, the risc
of the national spirit in the political life
of the country, and above all the prayers
of many thousands of Christians all over
the world, have stirred the Church, and
stagnation has given place to dissabis-
faction and aspiration, More service and
giving has been called forth than ever
before in its hisiory.

A movement which focusses these forces The National
is the National Missionary Society, founded é“o‘:fe‘?yﬂ.my
it December 1905, It has done good work
in the shorl lime thail it has been in ex-
istence. 'The object of the Society is Lhe
cvangelisation of the unoccupied areas of
Indis by means of Indian agency under
Indian management. What the future
progress of the Society will be it is difficult
to predict: bul it has an extraordinary
opportunity for attempting new methods
which foreign missionary societies are pre-
cluded from using. The danger lies in its
becoming a copy of these societies, wilh
no other difference than thati of employing
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Indian workers iflstead of Tiuropean
ones.

The work of the National Missionary
Society has heen anticipated by various
Churches. Té the work of the Tinnévelly
Christians in {he Telugu districts refer-
ence has been made. The Presbyterian
Church in India is bestirring its adherenls
to a recognition of their duties. The
Baptist Christians in Bengal have also a
flourishing missionary sociely.

These indigenous movements have be-
fore them many problems. ’lhey may in
the future mould themselves m Hindu
forms, adopting for example Lhe ascctic
ideal transfigured by zeal for Chrislian
service, and follow in the foolsteps of the
early Franciscans. To those who Know
and love India and understand the occa-
sional spiritual influences which have swept
over her life, such personalitics as Tulst
Das must suggest the figure of an Indien
prophet claimed and sent forthby God tp
his own people to preach the good tidingg
of the Kingdom. Il may be, however, that
the evangelisation of India will come about
rather by the slower and more exacting
method of the growth of a Christian-com-
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munity, efficient, wellequipped, a potent
factor and the bond of wunity in the
corporale and national life of the people.
The building up of a Christian socicty of
this characler, as distinel frofn movernents
which, initiated by great teachers, have
ultimately become mere scets within the
pele of Hinduism, will be something new in
the religious history of India. Yet {his
more than anything else is needed, since
the Hindu social order, in spite of its
mgny virtues, has ever proved a check 1o
progress and a menace lo every spiritual
movement, a deliberale enslavement of
the individual, a denial of the worth
of 1he human soul. These are days
of discipline for India. She is being
purified and renewed. The rise of the
Christian Chyrch is her ultimate, her only
hopd. Ii is necessary for her people to
experience these long years of probation,
The Indian Church when purified will
give 1o the world a rich slore of spiritual
experience and devo®ion.
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QUESTIONS FOR CHAPTER VI

. In what ways is Lhe spread of Christian wleag
((' g., with 1e,(_,¢rd ta the value of human life) a l\(‘lp
to unssxon.uy work P -

2. Does tlns"';-pl' ead of Christian ideas mfke gy
morve likely that the people will ultimately acknow.
ledge Christ, who is the source of these ideas, i
lLord?

3. What eonclnsions would you be disposed t,
draw from the account given in this chapter op
religious co-uperation between Christians and non_
Christians in a distriet in north India?

1. Whal lescons does the story of Lhe Chet Ramy,
seem Lo you to teach ?

. What ave the more important element, whu-],
ln-ll\.t up the Indian Chrislian Chureh ?

G. Which of the three lives of ladian (lm‘.l,hu.s
narrated in this chapler seems to you to illustrat,
most strikingly the power ol Cliristhanity ¢ » Flen,
tion the grounds of your opinion.

7. Do these narratives furnish evidence that tha
Indian Chureh is able to produce eapable leader,
of 1ts own? )

8. Are there any reasons why the Indian eate,
chists should have a special place in our prayers?

9. Would you expect that » man who had con_
tessed Christ in baptism al Lhe cost of"scvere per,
seculion would be an excgptionally spiritual any
zealons Chyistian?  Is this always so in reality ?

10. What are the chief weaknesses in the Indiay
Church ?

11. How would you account for the facl that, i,
spite of the religious eapacities of the Indian people,
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the Indian Chureh has not®as yet made any distine-
live conlribulion of ils own lo the interpretution of
Christ, ¥

12. Whal advaniages has the Indian Church in
comparison with the foreign misgionary body as a
force for Lhe evangclisation of Indm®

13. Are these advantages of such a kind as to
render unnecessary a preal inerease of  forcign
missionaries ?

e, In view of the facts aboul India contained in
this chapter, what scem Lo you Lo be the chief aims
of missionary poliey ?

£5. What are the chief problems which he he fore
the Indian Church?

(i, In what ways eann Lhe Churceh i the Wesl
best render help to the Chiel in India?

REFERKENCES FOR FURTHER STUDY
. New Ideas and Movements
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Lianesron- ~The Brahmo Samaj and Avya Samaj.
Ricrrern—IListory of BMissions in Indis, chap. si.
Jon®—India’s Problewm, chap, ad
Report of Deeenninl Missionary Conference, Madras

(Appendix). .

. The Indian Churelr

L

Jdannner- -Life of Fathgr Goreh.

Dyer—Pandita Ramabai,

SarrinNapnan—Sketehes of Indian Christians,

Switii—Twelve Pionecer Missionaries, pp. 23 =27k
. - . » . . £

Ricirer—History of Missions in India, chap. vii.

Junzg—India’s Problen, chaps, iv., x
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CHAPTER VIIL

TIE NEED OF INDIA

“Three Divistons TIE problem of the evangelisation of Tndia

has to be considered in relation lo three
greal divisions of the people, to reach each
of which diffent methods are required.
These three divisions of sociely have up to
the presenli been influenced in varying
degrecs, but ihe results so far achicved
point to ihe ullimate triumph of Chris-
tianity., The firsl division includes the
lowest. castes of Indian socicly, which
Hinduism has abandoned, and for which it
feels little responsibilily. That Lhey
should perish is a matler of litile ton-
cern, except in so far as such a conlin-
gency would deplete the labour market
and interfere with the operatiors of agri-
culture. Among this gection of the popu-
lation there is a growing movement towards
Christianity, which has swept thousands,
and probably will sweep millions, into the
Christian fold. -

266
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The second great ditision consists of the (2) The Bulk
millions belonging to the recognised Hindu f Hindu

castes. It includes the bulk of the popu-
lation and represents the strength of India,
govelned by caste and conbrdlled by the
Brahmans and their allies. Work among
this section, though it has been carried on
for many years, is siill in its inilial stages
and has so far been largely preparatory.

Within the bulwarks of Hinduism the(

third division of the population is to be
found—the small but influential section
which has been inspired by western civilisa-
tjon and is the conscious or unconscious
interpreter of Christian idcas lo the people.
The educated classes, in spite of their
refusal to admit the fact, are the chief allies
of éhnstlamty in the camp of Hinduism.
Their antagonism is often the result of
misBonception, and is aroused more by the
political associations of Christianity than
by its spiritual message.

oty.

3) The Edu-
cated Classes.

. To sumeup the situation, we find on the The Present -
one hand a social gipheaval in the lower Situation.

‘strata of Indian society, and on the other
a ferment of new idcas among the leaders
of Hindu life. These taken together scem
to herald far-reaching, and possibly re-
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volutionary, changls. The opportunities
and the difficulties which are lthus pregentied
are the appeal of India. This chapter will
be devoled to a consideration -of their
significance.

India offers lo-day greal opporlunilies
of gathering into the Church thousands
who are desirous of entering it. It cannot
be too often reilerated that there are
literally thousands among the depressed
classes who are claiming from the Christian
Church the opportunity of developing body,
mind and spirit. Apart from Christiantly
there is no hope for them. The Churgh
in India finds itscll unable lo respond
to the demands that are pouring in
upon it.

The situation in the Telugu country has
become so critical ihat the Bishop of
Madras recently asked lhat”the SoGicly
for the Propagation of the Gospel should
for reasons of strategy temuporarily vefrain
from extending its educaliona} work in
order to put its whole strength into the
Telugu mission and the work of instructing
large Mili communities. IL is his con-
viction that in the Telugu country- alone
there are 2,000,000 people who desire
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instruclion. The reports sent to the Com-
miltee of the Church Missionary Society
by their missionaries and evangelists in the
Teligu eountry are piliful to read, so
“consldnt is the appeal for reihforcements
Yor means to go forward. “Crowds of
people,” writes an evangelist, * arve
asking us to corol their names as en-
yuirers, bul we have not the teachers lo
send them.” Another says that during
gsix months there were more than scven
hundred applicanis for bapiism, but as it
wd8 not possible to cope with the work,
thglr names were not even taken down.
In one single district this mission had
5000 enquirers. “Under lhe circum-
stances,” one of the missionaries writes,
“ it may seem immaterial that owing to the
necessily for retrenchment the Itinerating
Band has had to be broken up, but it
cannot, be regarded as other than a matler
of decp regret that at a time of such un-
riyalled opportunity the wide-spread pro-
clamation of the Gospel should in any way
be checked.” The missionaries of the
London Missionary Socicly also have their
hands full dealing with hundreds of applica-
tions for baptism. The same thing is true
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of the Wesleyan Missionary Sociely in the
State of Hyderabad.

These movements aic nol confined to
the Telugu. country. Similar; {hough
smaller, movements arc appearing all over
India, among the depressed classes.  Bishop
Thoburn of the Melhodist KEpiscopal
Chorch of America iells us that in the
United Provinces, where alrcady greal
cxtensions of work have taken place,
“ more than 100,000 are now waiting Lo be
received into the community,” but the
resources of the Church cannot cope wilh
the demand for teachers.

In these distiicls where “movemenls ”
arc visible, the Church ought lo be ready
to place an army of ordained men, lay
evangelists aud women workers to reap thee
harvest which God in Ilis _providence is
causing to appear. These movement< may
soch begin o show signs of cessalion, The
flood-tide may begin to retreat and may
never retwrn. We have already seen thegt
in the “Aboriginal** area Hinduism angd
Islim are proving the rivals of Christianity
and becoming a menace to ils advance.
The change of life which Christianity
works among these outcastes is marvellous.
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It purifies, raises and’ regenerates them,
lifting them inio a condition far in advance
of their previous gross paganism. Outside
,Lhe pale of Hinduism are ﬁfty millions of
outcas tes. Many of these are‘manifesting a
“desire to enter the fold of Christianily, and to
the others it would not be difficult Lo show
its power and blessings. These facts should
help us to understand better the words of
Christ : * Lift up your eyes and look on Lhe
fields; for they are white already to harvest.”
The baptism of these thousands and their A weighty

recephon into the Christian Church involye Responstbildy-
grave responsibilities. “ To have brought
people into the kingdom,” says Bishop
Mylne,**“ is to have pledged the honour of
Chrigtendom 1o their training in the prin-

* ciples of the Gospel.” It is only at the
peril of irretrjevable damage to the cause
of Christ that the Church can refrain from
undertaking the teaching of these multi-
tudes. In the recent revival in the Khassia
Hills in eastern Bengal, nearly 8000 people
were converted in asfew months. God is
answering prayer abundantly. The ques-
tion suggests itsclf : Is the Church worthy
of such a gift? Will it rise to its new
respohsibilities ?
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The mere facl of such lmge accessions
lo Chrislianity and lhe glowlh of slrong
Christian communitics are having a marked
influence both on the tribes and casles
from whicll *the converls come afd on
allied castes. These facts must be viewed
with alarm if resources cannol be found
commensurale 1o cope with ihe need.
Among the Malis the growth of a Christian
communily more prosperous and more
respected than its hrelhren “ cxercises
a powerful influence on all non-Christian
Milis who come cven in the slighfest
degree under the influence of Churislign
teaching, to induce them to become
Christians.” ..

The influence does nol, however, slop
here. During the past few ycars il has
spread to the lower slrala of Hindu sociely
proper, that is, to some of the castesthal
have a recognised status. The Sidra
castes in south India form the bulk of the
Hindu community and are “ ilic artisons,
farmers, possessors of~catile and the land:
owners in the villages in which they dwell.”
In the Telugn country sixieen millions out
of a population of twenty millions*belong
Lo these Stidra castes. Among thetn for
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some years Christianify has met with a
tolerance which is as remarkable as it is
unusual. A missionary working in this
area- reperts that he has personal know-
Tedge df some hundreds of convérsious from
Wha,t he terms *the respeclable middle
classes,” and points to the singular fact
that in every case theconvert was permitted
to remain a member of the family. Chris-
tianity among the majority of the popula-
tion in some parts of the Telugu country
is becoming “an alternate religion.”
A™ definitc movement towards Chris-
tignity is reported among the basket-
makers, called Wadderas, and tank-diggers
of the "Telugu country who form -castes
Wlth.m the recogmsed pale of Ilindu society.
-In a’single missionary district within the
last few months nearly 2000 Sidras have
been*baptised, and a similar number are
under instruction. This whole movement
among the lowesl castes and among the
Siidras is wery significant and of great
importance. “If wisely gnided and en-
couraged,” writes the Bishop of Madras,
“ it may well spread rapidly and gather into
the Church all the Wadderas in this parl of
the Pelugu country and then lead to o
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similar movemenl atnong slill higher castes.

There arc already signs that the wealthy

caste of Komiitis or merchants is beginning

to be mfluenced, and if a movement-once

begins amoflg them, the whole of the*Sudre
community will be shaken to its

foundations.”

We must pass now to the fundamental
and seemingly insoluble problem of reach-
ing Hindu society proper. Hcre we mect
wilh conditions allogether different from
those which have jusi been studied. The
educaled classes, who form the third of The
three sections into which we have divited
Indian society, do not fall within the scope
of this book, but they are related so closely
to the problem of reaching Ilindu sociely
that some reference to them is necessary.
As has already been mentioned, they are
the conscious or unconscious alli® of
Christianity, Their significance lics in the
fact that they are helping to diffuse new
ideas among the people. Their influence
is far out of proporiipn to their numbers,
and they are in an increasing degrec the
natural leaders of the people, The Church
has sought to win and to influence this class
through its educational institulions, avhich
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have succecded in altratting large numbers.
Here again opportunities - have been lost
through lack of a wsufficient number of
Christian teachers. Hundreds of addi-
tional teachers are needed in bt missionary
schools and colleges of India to cope with
the opportunities and 1o rightly influence
the boys and young men who pass through
missionary educational institutions.

The attempt to reach and influence the Effort to reach
bulk of Hindu sociely is still only in ils §},‘1‘; Begumning.
initial stages. Christian missions have
hardly touched the actual problem. The
work has been so far largely preparatory,
opening up avenues of approach and over-
coming the inaccessibility of the people.
The value of medical and educational work
from this point of view has alrcady becen
considered. Once again, however, it has
to Be said, that the openings that preseni
themseclves cannot be taken advantage of
on account of the lack of workers, If it
were possible to lay hefore the reader an
account of the worke«done by any one of the
medical missions in India, the story would
be one that would fill the heart with joy.
We should rejoice over human pain relieved,
meneand women taughi for the first {ime
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the value of their’ own lives, prejudice
broken down, aud souls brought iuto touch
with the love of Chuist. Mingled with ow
joy, however, would be sorrow on accnunl
of opportunities lost because there were none”
to lay hold of them—openings inlo homes
and villages, which it was impossible to enter
because those who had prepared the way
could go no further, burdened as they were
by the pressing delails of immediate de-
mands upon their strenglh. There is deep
pathos in the mere phyc,mal needs of the
people, which {here are nol sufficient
workers to mecet. Bui behind these fies
o decper need, the desive of India for
spiritual comfort and salisfactioun. Op-
portunities of mecting this need are also
being lost day by day because of the in-
sufficiency of the Christian forces.

To enler into these openingsa mullitude
of men and women aie required, who will
have time to concentrate their work. In
a previous chapter it was stated that the
enormous areas which are often worked from,
a single mission station a1e a continual temp-
tation to make the work diffuse. In order
to allow missionaries to conceniratc their
?ﬂorts, it is necessary to reduce the size of
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migsion districts. Thi can be done only
by a multiplication of mission stations and
of the present missionary staff, or by
deliberately working only one corner of
a district for which responsibifity has been
undertaken, To do his work successtully
a missionary must be content to deal with
the few. Time and close intimacy are
needed to overcome the prejudices of the
people and to enter into their lives with
sympathy and love. Thus alone is it
pogsible to touch them and obtain oppor-
tunities of helping them spiritually.

o This is mno condemnation of itineran} Fietds stit
work. Recognition has already been given Unoccupied.
to its ifaportance in disseminating truth, in
reaching individual seekers, and in afford-
ing opportunities of visiting little groups
of Christians far away from the influences
of “Christian intercourse and teaching.
Moreover, it is scarcely possible to leave
vast areas in complete neglect. Not only
gre there many large districts in India in
which not a single missionary resides, but
many others having a large area and im-
mense population are worked by solitary
missioharies with very inadequate belp.
Of the fifty districts of the United Pro-
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vinces, seven, each ‘with a populalinn of
nearly a million, "have no lmssmnanes, and
nine have each only one resident missionar Y.
Under such rarcumsl,ances the worket is
constantly torn by conflicting desires {o do
his work thoroughly and al the same time
to meet the needs of the hungering mulli-
tudes in the regions beyond. Christian
missions have as yet scarccly had an
opportunity of presenting the Gospel
effectively, and yet we are impatient for
results.

The inadequacy of the Christian forces
in India calls for speedy action. Ke-
inforcements are needed to lay hold of the
present opportu.m'ty among the depressed
classes, to win the influenlial educpled
classes, to sirengthen and develop the
efforts to reach Hindu sociely and lo
prevent theseefforts from being spasmbodic
and diffuse. The Mmsmna.ry Conlference,
representing the various DProlestant
Missionary Societies at work ~in India.
which met in Madras-at the close of the
year 1902, after a careful survey of the
situation asked that the missionary staff
in India should be doubled, in order that
there might be one missionary to cvery
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fifty -thousand of the population. It
appealed to the Church itf Christion lands
to provide men and women who would help
in all departments of work—ordained men,
Teachtrs, doctors, nurses, women workers,
writers, and journalists. To all such there
are presented abundanl opportunities of
influencing for Chrisi the ideals, institutions
and life of a nalion long apathetic but now
beginning {0 awake from the torpor of ages.

Great as is the need of workers from Prayes for the
the Churches of Christendom, equally great Indian Church.
is” the need of prayer for Indin—for her
pgople and for the Church which God in Hig
providence is building up. The outstand-
ing need of the Indian Church is a spiritual
awakening, not a mere emotional revivalism
‘but a deep quickening of its life, a new
purpose and determination, and above all a
realiation of its missionary vocation.

To understand what might be accom- Its .
plished by the Indian Church we must OPPortusities
remember its opportunities of touching the
life of the people, vof entering into and
appreciating their difficultics. No one has
shown greater capacity to reach the Brih-
mans “with their ancient lesrning than
Nehemioh Goreh, always zealous in the

~ %
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cause, noble-hearted and carnest, whose
Christ-like life gdve power to his words and
example. If Christianity is to make pro-
gress, it is necessary that such men should
be raised up who will cnter the very stfong-
hold of the Hindu faith and bear witness to
the Truth. Others are needed to shepherd
congregations all over Indin. Here lies
an opportunity for the strongest young men
in the country to build up a Church in-
spired by the ideal of service. The Indian
Church must provide teachers to train its
youth in missionary service. It may be,
i* we are faithful in prayer, that God will
give His message to a succession of Indian
evangelists, who with passion and dévotion
will renounce everything to preach the
Gospel in the villages of India. Tulsi Das -
touched the heart of the people of North
India with the story of Rima; it may bethe
purpose of God to raise up Christian hymn-
writers and preachers ‘who will thrill the
hearts of the peasantry with the story of
Christ and of His love o men and power tq,
save. These are not Utopian dreams.
Their fulfilment depends upon our faith
end prayer., The missionary work of the
Indion Church calls for special sympathy
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and prayer. There is need of stimulus to a
forward move, of self-sacrifice that offers
of service may be forthconﬁng, and of
wsmn that the missionary work may
become a corporate effort of the whole
Church.

Such are some of the needs of the Indian The Need of
Church. On the part of forcign missionaries Sympathy.
there is need of sympathy in their dealings
with it. Failure to appreciate the great
queslions at issue may result in a stunting
of its growth. Failure to trust it, though
its mistakes are only too apparent, and to
gulde it with sympathy and with love, will
be fraught with the most serious conse-
quencéds ta Indian Christianity and the
misgionary cause.

There is a real danger that in considering The Appeal of

Indis to Great
the . many problems which India presents, Britgin.
the reader should adopt the attitude of a
mere spectator and view with unconcern
the issues that are at stake. Their very
wastness i3 apt to lay its paralysing touch
aipon the imagination. The last century,
and even the last decade, has brought India
nearer to the British people, but the pathos
of thé lives of its millions has not as yet
toucted the heart of the Church. In-
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dividuals have underslood and have given
their lives on Iis bchalf, bui the great
majority even of Chrislian people are
still indifferent. With many the raunge.
of their interests is so narrow, and-
the power of imagination so poor that
to feel for others is difficult. Within the
circle of British interests and yet beyond
the range of the nation’s sympathy, India
lies “a whole world in wilderness—a
world of secrets which you dare nol pene-
trate and of suffering which you dare not
conceive.”

Christthe only ~ The tragedy of India is the failure of

Hope ol IN02  pinduism to bring peace and joy 1o the
millions who inhabil its plains, to protest
against evil and overcome ii, to conguer
despair and fill with hope, 1o befriend the
unfortunate and the outcaste,.and 1o reveal
the love of God, This is a serious charge
to bring against an ancient religion, within
the pale of which have arisen noble scekers
after truth. Yel the redemption of Indis
is not with Hinduism.” Once every twelve
years at the confluence of the Ganges and
the Jumna in Allahibad a great fair is held,
the most important event in the Hindu
Calendar. Pilgrims travel to it by the
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thousand. The railway suthorities alone
are said to collect a milllon tickets, while
the city and surrounding couniry con-
tribute wnother million and g half of people
to the throng. The sands ar® crowded with
an eager multitude, to many of whom it is
the occasion of their life. They come
desiring to purify themselves from the
taint of sin, or to obtain some blessing.
Nearly 100,000 ascetics and Brihmans
minister to the spiritual needsof this con-
course by practising upon the worshippers
‘the most outrageous and flagrant fraud
abd deceit. An eye-witness tells us that
in one of the numberless enclosures is an
altar,” Upon it stands & priest ““ who on
recipt of a rupee rings a bell and shouts
out the offerer’s name before the image of
the deity and turns round to receive another
fe€ from the next suppliant. What most
disgusts is the utter levity and shameless
greed with which he does it all, laughing
and jestng the while in marked contrast
to the earnestness of the worshippers.”
Surely we have here a parable which speaks
of the earnest search of millions, the failure
of Hinduism to meet it with any spiritual
message, and the heartlessness which takes
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advantage of the hopes and aspirations of
mankind. The tedemption of India, the
satisfaction of her desires and the enlist-
ment of her. spiritual capacities on behalf
of the kingdom of God are the duty' and®
privilege of the Church of Christ.

QUESTIONS FOR CHAPTER VI

1. Which of the three divisions of Indian sociely
mentioned in this chapler seems to you from the
point of view of missionary sirategy the mnosl im-
portant object of missionary effort ?

. What reasons might be urged in favour "ot
comentratmg wissionary cffort on the nul,-ulato
community ?

3. What reasons might be urged in fayour of
concentrating such effort on the educated classes ?

4. What reasons might be urged in favoyr of
concentrating such cffort on the sections constitul-
ing the bulk of Hindu sociely ?

5 What consequences wauld follot if the Cherch
should fail to shepherd and train those whom it has
admitted into its fold? .

fi. Wherein lies the importance of the spread of
Chustlamty among the Sidra castes? ~

7. Why is concentration,.of effort so vitally im-
por tamt in the work of evangelisation 7

8. Is such concentration justified in view of the
fields that ave till unoccupied ?

9. Does the request of the Madras Misgionary
Conference seem to you a rcasonable one? What



The Need of India 28%

increage in the missionary €orces would be required
to meet it? (Cf. Stalistics on p. 170.)
10. What seem to you to be the chief needs of
the_Indian Chuvch?
11. Bedring in’ mind the idens expressed in
®Chapler IV., in what lerms wouldyou sum up the
responsibility of Great Britain towards India?
12. Is it certain that llindpisim cannot
India’s necd? Why?
13. Whal practical response is possible to the
appeal of India?

meeb
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APPENDIX A

AREA AND POPULATTON

Province, State, or Agency.
Ajmer-Merwara
Andamans and Nicohars .
Baluchistan
Pangal .

Bombay (mdudmg Smd
and Aden)

Burma .

Central Provinces m1d Bera.r

Coorg .

Eastern Bengal and Assam

Maclras

North-West: I'rontler Pro- )

vince
Puanjuh

United Provinees of Agmp

and Oudh .

Ayen in

Squaro Miles,

2,711
3,143
45,804
115,819

123,064
236,738
100,345

1,582
106,130
141,726

16,466 .

97,209

107,164

Tolal
Population.

476,912
24,849
308,246
50,722,087

18,569,661
10,490,624
11,991,670

180,607
80,967,459
38,209,436

9,125,480
20,330,339

47,691,782

Total, British Territory 1,097,901 282,072,832
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AREA AND POPULATION—Continued.

StMes and Agoncies.

Baluchistan . . . 86,511 502,600
Barodg State . ", . 8,009 1,952,692
+ Bengalk Siates | . . 32,733 8,940,462
Bombay States 65,761 * ©,908,64%
Central Tndia Agency 8,772 §,628,781
Central Provinoces Statos . 31,188 1,631,140

Hyderabad Btate . . 82,608 11,141,142
Kashmir State . . . 80,900 2,908,574

Madras States . . . 9,969 4,188,086

Myrore State . P 29,444 5,539,399
Pinjab Stutes . . . 36,532 4,424,398
Rafpulana Agency . 127,611 9,723,301
United Provinces States . 5,079 802,077

Total, Naiive States . 675,367 62,288,224

Grand Total, India . 1,733,168 294,361,056
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Bengali
Western
Hindi
Bihari
Eastern
Hindi
TClugn
Marathi
Fanja
Tamil .

Rajasthani ,

Kanarese
Grujarati
Oriya
Burmese

The Desire of India,

"APPENDIX B

DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION
ACCORDING TO LANGUAGE

44,624,048

39,367,779
37,076,990

20,986,358
90,696,872
18,287,899
CT,GTU, 96T
16,525,500
10,917,712
10,365,047

9,928,501

9,687,429

7,474,896

Malayalam .  6,029,304-
Lahnda . 8,337,917
Sindhi . 3,006,395
Santali . 1,790,621
Wostern

Pahari . 1,710,029
Assamese . 1,350,848
Cenlral Pabhari 1,270,931
Pasiito . LIS EUT
Gond . . 1,1205479

Kashmiri . 1,007,957
125 otherIn-

dian Ver-

naculars

spoken by 8,154,445
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APPENDIX C

'DISTRIBUTION OF P()L’ULA’[‘J()\I
ACCORDING TO PRINCIPAL OCCUPATIONS

Oceupulion, or Means Total Acluat Workets,
of Livelihood. Supported. Males.  Females,

Agricultmo . . . . 191,601,731 60,827,087 27,520,631
Enrthwork and Ueneral Lab-

our (not agricultural) . 17,053,261 5,803,321 4,013,577
Provision of Yood, Drink and

Htimulants . . 1‘6,758,72(5 1,796,381 3,330,804
Provigion of "Textile Fabries
~aad Dross . L 11,204,088 8,507,707 2,210,0103
Torsonal, [[onaoholnl and

Sinitory Servicos . . 10,717,500 8,760,267 1,805,703
Mondicants {non-religious) . 4,222,241 1,572,170 860,046
Commorce . 1,197,771 1,380,654 222008

Pl'owslonﬂ.ndGm-ouh\mmnls 3,976,631 2,109,278 316,57y

Admmlhtmtmn by Stato or
, by koenl Bodies . 3,814,495 1,307,999 70,973

Transport, and Stlorage . 0,028,269 1,484,181 76,305
Provision of Lenther, lhdm

ond, Horns . . 3,241,936 1,119,243 201,b00
Priests and others en n.ged I

in Relipion . g 2,728,812 971,869 178,606
Medical Practitioners Mld . _

wives, ote. . . . 02004 133477 70,04

Professors, Teaghers, Otl,. ' 497,500 180.523 11,97y

Barvisters and othors en- ., e
gaged in the law . 279,G46 76,677 815
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APPENDIX D

DISTRIRUTION OF POPULATION
ACCORDING TO RELIGION

Hindus . « .

Sikhs

Jains . .

Buddhbists (mainly
Burma) .

Total .
Muhammadans
Animistie
Christians :—

Roman Catholie .
"Syrian (Romau) .
Syrian (Jacobite, eto.)
Greek, Abyssinian, ete.
Protestant (Europeun
and Eurasian) .
Protestant (Native)
Minor Dent minations
and Denominations
not returned .

in

Total .

. 207,147,026

2,195,339
1,334,148

9,476,759

920,153,272

. . 62,458,077

8,584,148

1,202,169
822,586
948,741

1,718

173,615
845,352 1

. 129,060

2,923,241

Carry forwafd,

1 This figuze, like the others in this tabls, is taken from the
Government Census of 1901, and includes Burma. The Statisti-
cal Tablea prepared fiom Missionary sources and pregentad 1o
the Caloutte Missionary Conference in 1901 give the Protestant
Native Christian community as 978,986,
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Brought forwald,
Parsis . .

94,190
Jaws . . . . . 18,228
Minor Religions and Religions not

ratnrned . 129,900

Total . . . . . 294,361,066
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AFPENDIX E

THE GRQWTH OF THE PROTESTANY

CRISTIAN CIIURCH

(From the Statistcal Tables piesented to lhe
Calcutta Conference)

Native Chrstian O1g visel Natavo

Community Congregations  I'astors
1851 91,092 267 21
1861 138,731 291 97
1871 224,268 3,278 220
1831 417,372 3,660 461
1890 559,661 4,863 797
1900 854,867 5,362 803

Noig —The above fignros rofar lo Iudis oaly, we-

cluding Burma and Ceylon. If Bufma is
mcluded the figure for the Nalive Chiimsian
commuuity for 1900 i» 978,936 A serious
daserepancy oxists between the uumber of
Protestant Christians retwned by tho “last
Census report, and the Calecuiia Missionary
Conterence Tables (see Appendix D), the latter
exceeds the former by aboul 130,000. This
figure 18 practically the same as the number of
Christians in the gomernment tables whose,
denominations belonged to a * minor ¥ denomina-
tion, or did not state their specific denomination,
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APPENDIX F
NOTE ON MISSIONARY STATISTICN

THE authoritative source for Missionary Statistics
relating to India is the sel of Tablos prepared hy
inquiry in India for the Caleutta Missionary Cou-
feronce in 1901 : Profestant Missions-—India, Burma,
und Ceylon, Statistical Tables, 1900: Caleutta, 1902,
A summnary of these Tables appears in the Report
of the Decennial Missionary Conference held at
Madras in 1902. Owing to the different meanings
attached by the different societies to the words
“missionary,” ¢ communicant,” ‘‘adherent,” the
figures under each head hre not absolutely accurate,
though the discrepancies are not serions. In
Beach’s Geography and .Aflas of Profestani Missions
(pp. 24-5) there is a cavefully prepared table basod
on tls Reports of the different Missionary Socielies
working in India (chiefly for the year 1900). In
The Christian Conguest of Indian {Appendix E), pub-
lished by the American Young People’s Missionary
Movement in 1906, there is a similar table based
on Missionary Socicty Reports of a later year.









