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PREFACE

The conception of a survey to discover what chilGren
and youth were doing to improve social conditions in this
country and abroad emergedrin the first year of the de-
pression. Philanthropic agencies were 3eeking ways of

Jessaning the hardships of those mast seriously affected by -
economic conlusion. Under the leadership of social-services
agencies, children and youth were organized to assist in
the relief work. At that time leaders of such projects were
asking: “What are some suitable projects? Where can we
get help by studying what has been done in other places?"
It seemed reasonable to assume thar if the experiences
from successful projects could be gathered together,
printed, and distributed, they would be exceedmgly sug-
gestive and helpful, ,

I roughly sketched'the purpose and plan for such a
survey, but lacked the staff to undertake so extensive ax

winvestigation at that time. In the fall of 1934, when tli¢
Federal Government organized relief for “white-collared’
and professional workers, I made a request for researct
workers and was fortunate in getting four research ass1§j:
ants to commence the survey,

A systematic canvass was made of possible sources. We
eliminated most projects which had already been reportec
in print and were widely known; as an illustration, Wt
have not reviewed such a project as that reported.i ny CO]
4ings: dn Experiment wilh a Project Curriculum, (NE»:
York, The Macmillan Go., 1921). We attempted to go,fgf

sources which had not been studied and reported& A’p"
v T
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proximately a thousand letters went out in the prelim-
inary search for the names of adult leaders whophad stic-
Qe<fully cm:ducted socially-useful projects with children
and youth, "These lett(rs went to the educational leaders
in foreign countries, to our state and city supermtendents
of schools; they went to the heads of such swate and na-
tional, and even such international groups dealing with
youth as the Junior Red Cross, the Boy Scouts, etc.

As the responses to this prehmmary search came in, the

mnames of the suggested adult leaders were assigned to
particular research assistants for continued mvesugaﬁ?ﬂ'
To each name we sent a request for a complete report of
the project undertaken, We asked that each report sketch
the situation giving rise to the project, indicate who con-
ceived of the project, who planned it, the steps involved
in carrying through the project, and something of the
contribution to the improvement of community life and
to the young participating. We suggested how the report
might be written, but carefully refrained from restrict-
ing or inhibiting the unjque characteristics of each proj-
~ct by giving a questionnaire to be filled in.

As these reports were received in our research laboratory
at the Lincoln School of Teachers College, Columbia
University, they were read carefully to detexrmine whether
or not they would fit into the general plan of our projected
publication. About one report out of every four receivgd
was considered sufficiently worth while to merit further
research; thus three-quarters of the reports were discarded
early in the survey.

Those reports selected for further study were turned
back to the research worker assigned for the preliminary
investigation, and he continued the correspondence or
held interviews with the person making the initial report
until we had rounded out the report as well as we could.
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Some of the reports took a great deal of work and time
to“complete. Many leaders found it hard to recall details,
Others stated that they didn’t write reports frequently
enough to do it easily and naturally. Gften severaladuls
had worked on a project, and we could not make contact
with all who had vital information. More than a yeax
was, therefore,” consumed in completing these reports.
Later, we added several translators to our research staff
to work on foreign material.

With several hundred written reports,before us we
started to group them into classifications of common

~nyrrte—projects improving the health of the cormmu-
nity, projects improving the agricultural practices in the
community, etc. The final grouping is found in the chap-
ter headings of this volume., A

When the groupings had been completed, a chapter
assignment was made to each research worker to select
and correlate the reports into a chapter organization.
When this task was completed, we found many of our
reports had heen shortened and others eliminated because
of the similarity of two or more projects. In the Appendix
the reader will find the titles of scores of projects which
were originally reported but left out of the survey volume
for the reasons stated.

T As the first draft of each chapter was completed, a copy
was sent to those persons who had originally reported
the projects, and they were asked to check on our accuracy
and interpretations. Nearly all the reports were returned,
and the corrections made were few and of a minor char-
acter. A second and third request for a reaction failed
o bring a response from some few of the reporters. Be-
cause of the high degree of accuracy of those reports on
which we had had responses, we decided to use all the
reports, whether or not we had a final check by our orig-

. "

)
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inal informant. In as much as more than 9o per cent
of the reports were thus acknowledged as accurate, ‘We
{eel fairly sure of the authenticity of all of them.

™Durlng the period of this survey many research workers
came and went. Of those workers who participated in it
from the beginning, only one was with it to the end. Sonte
confusion naturally resulted by this turnover of personnel.
We have tried to guard against inaccuracy which might
casily creep into our work from this changing of person-
nel, How successful we have been in keeping our records
and translations free from error will have to be deter-
mined by those who carried out the original proj@rsié
mistakes arc found, we pray for tolerance in the name of

- “cobperative research.”

The projects reported herein are not considered by the
research staff nor, we believe, by those who conducted the
projects to be examples of perfectly conceived and per-
fectly executed experiences with the young. Many reports
will indicate how trivial is even the better practice today.
These are humbly and modestly presented by those who
supplied the details and by those who wrote this volume as
suggestive of work that might be done elsewhere, To imi-
tate any of the projects would be contrary to the philos-
ophy of this volume. Rather than study the details, thete-
fore, we urge the reader to catch the broad social .gﬂn,d“
educational purposes for which such projects are con-
ceived. They spring from one source—not such books as
this, but from the intimate knowledge of living in a com-
munity and knowing its strengths and weaknesses. The
project must be indigenous to the community which spon-
sors it, or it will wither from lack of vitality. We urge
creative use of whatever suggestions are found in this
volume and warn against their imitative use.

Some of the projects reported describe practices of

»t
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which educational theory today does not approve. An
iftustration of such a practice is the presentation of re--
wards, medals, etc., for work done. We consider the work
should be of such a nature that the satisfaction which
comes {rom having done a task well and from spproval
From the social group will make unnecessary extrinsic re-
wards. Again we caution the reader to think through any
project proposed in terms of the educational value to the
individuals participating. The isalicized material on page
viii will give the spirit and meaning of this volume of
projects. -

« CTViously such a survey as this could not be the labor
of one person. The credit, if there be any~must be shared
by a large group ol contributors. A list of those persons -
who were kind enough to furnish us detailed reports of
projects is to be found in the Appendix. To these we
again express our appreciation.

To the group of research workers—under the chairman-
ship of Boris M., Joffe and including Mary Anderson,
Gustavo E. Archilla, Matilda Burton, Hazel Chichester,
Henrietta Deming, Arnold Lissance, Mae Mills, Margaret
Morey, Esther Peik, Celia Thaew, Marion Wall, and
Louis Zukofsky—goes the credit for the labor of collecting
from near and far the basic information contained in this

“volume.

I wish to express my gratitude to Professor Kilpatrick
for contributing the Introduction to this volume. A sim-
ilar statement first appeared in the Fourteenth Yearbook
of the Department of Elementary School Principals. Pro-
fessor Kilpatrick's statement, revised for this volume,

“serves as the foundation and justification for the theme
of the present publication.

Acknowledgment is made of the help and suggestions
of Mr. L. Thomas Hopkins, Mr. and Mrs. Donald Cot-

—~



X PREFACE

-

trell, Mr. and Mrs. John Childs, Mr. Paul Drost, and
Jean 8. Hanna.

The contributjon made by the Lincoln School of Teach-
3mCollege under the administration of Mr. Jesse H. New-
lon is a,significant one. Without the facilities provided
s@ generously there, this type of research would be exs
tremely difficult. *

The survey itself was made possible through the finan-
cial assistance given the research work by the Works
Progress Admanistration, Project No. 65-97-295, Sub-
project Np. 26.

It is fitting that this volume should be publishw<, by
the Progressive Education Association. The philosophy of

. the book is one which has long been championed by the
deaders in this Association. It is our hope that this volume
will contribute to wider application of the theory to the
reconstruction of educational and social institutions.

P.R. H.
Stanford University



FOREWORD

With this ¥ook by Mr, Paul Hanna on youth and its
service to the community, the Progressive Education As-
sociation begins a series of pullications intended, so far
as possible through concrete example ard practical sug-
gestion, to help teachers and other educationgl workers
to de-more thorough and effective work in the schools.

Recognition of the significance of the interplay between
the individual and the community has more and more .
come to be regarded as one of the real needs. The funda®
mental importance of this for education has always been
realized to some extent. A certain number of good schools
have felt their roots in the life about them, have tried to
help children and youth to make their place in the com-
munity, have stressed the social and civic opportunity
represented in school-community relations. Actual util-
ization of the power behind youth participation, however,
has seldom been invoked as part of the education of youth,
least of all in the schools.

It is the special value of the present book that, against
a necessary philosophical background, it presents an un-
usual array of real instances—not as the statement of an
ideal in any case, but as an indication of what has been
done in an authentic situation.

The Association is under obligation to Mr. Hanna for
+kis generosity in placing this material so freely at our
disposal, without conditions of any kind other than that
it shall be used in the most helpful way for education,

and to D. Appleton-Century Company for their codpera-
xi
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tion in making Youth Serves the Gommunity the first
“of what we hope may prove to be a distinctive and usefel
serjes.

W. Carson RyaN, Jr.,

Chairman, Publications Committee
Progressive Lducation Association -
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INTRODUCTION

[a}

THE UNDERLYING PHILOSOPHY OF GO~
QPERATIVE ACTIVITIES T'OR COM-
MUNITY IMPROVEMENT

WILLIAM H. XILPATRICK

Professor of Education, Teachers Gollege,
Columbie Unwversity ~

HE word philosophy as here used is merely a con-

scious application of plain common sense. All
that is intended 13 to try to see more clearly why we
wish cobperative activities for community improve-
ment and how these must be run if they are to help
us forward toward our proper social and educational
goals.

We begin from our historic democracy. To be fair
te'the reader any discussion should state what it takes
for granted, Thus discussion starts from the historic
American position that democracy furnishes the most
satisfactory basis on which to run society, Now the es-
fence of democracy is to be concerned about each in-
dividual and his welfare. This i5 regard for individu-
ility or personality, not a belief in individvalism. In
ndividualism there is too much of each man for him-
elf regardless of others, or even at the expense of oth-

8
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ers. Such an attitude true democracy cannot accept. On

the contraty, democracy will test each social institu-

tion ané program By whether in its working it makes

for the welfare and happiness of each one of every-

body, all together, on terms of substantial equality. .
Codperative community activities educdie as a posi-

tive step in this democratic direction.

Also this democratic” outlook demands that the
final decision on every problem of public interest
must remain with all the people concerned. To be
sure, we need experts, more and better of them, and
ye must study far more seriously than hitherto what
these experts have to say, using also other experts to
help us weigh their proposals, but the final decision
must remain with all the people. History seems to
show that this is the only safe rule. We of this country
wish no sort of dictatorship. And here again do co-
operative community activities educate toward the
democracy we wish.

Still further, if we propose to develop and respect
each individual and to keep public decisions in the
hands of all the people, then tﬁ;&; must encourage eyery-
body to think. From this angle, democracy wishes
every institution—each family, shop, factory, school
system, university, and government, all—to be so run
.that each member or worker or citizen, from young-
est and lowest to oldest and highest, is encouraged to
suggest improvements with the full assurance that his
suggestions will be considered and used on their mer-
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its. Demogracy wishes such encouragement to thought
and suggestion from all, partly because witheut it the
individual is not truly respected, spaftly becauyse we
never know in advance who will make the best sug:
g?:s"tiom, and partly because this plan has in it the
surest basis of Hublic education and intelligent cadper-
ation, without which democracy cannot hope to suc-
ceed. We see now still more clearly why we wish “co-
operative community activities.”” These furnish direct
_practice in the thinking-acting aspects of democracy.
The equality of opportunity and treatment, which
democracy wishes, calls perhaps for a yet further
word. We wish a classless society in fact as well as in
theory. Individual psychological differences there will
always be, and properly utilized these constitute a
priceless social asset. But as far as we can reasonably
effect it, each child shall start out in life not handi-
capped in comparison with others by what his parents
may own or may not own, by what they may or may
not have learned. We believe in an equality of oppor-
tuflity as thoroughgoing as we can bring about. But
new,conditions give these words new meaning,.
Democracy and the new need for codperative en-
deavor. In recent decades the situation of democratic
effort has been undergoing change. In the earlier
American life the family was the principal economic
thit. Each such family, in the main, produced what it
Would use or consume. Actual money played a minor
" part. Independence, then, because there was plenty of
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cheap land, was easily achieved and freedom of action
seemed loth natural and necessary. "Getting ahead”
needegd not théneto pull others down. In that day,
each could work principally for himself. Under such
circumstances, democracy seemed individualistic—as
if built for just this state of aftairs.

Now all this is changed. Nearly everybody works
for money, and with this—if he gets it—buys what he
uses. But to work for money means to be dependent
on where the money can come from. In other words,
the old independence has gone. Instead of it, a money
economy has come, and each one is dependent on
“others, on business as a whole, or on market condi-
tions, as the term goes. We thus all hang together. No
longer can each one consider simply his own welfare.
Now all must consider everybody. The old individu-
alism under these new conditions has become anti-
social and immoral.

Democracy thus faces new problems. To be true to
its deepest self and effectually to safeguard the indi-
vidual under the new conditions, it must rethink”its
program. The old freedom now means an antispcial
and selfish individualism. In an economy of interde-
pendence, the common welfare comes first as the
necessary, prerequisite means to the welfare of the in-
dividual. Democracy, then, in order to be itself, must
henceforth stress codperative efforts for the prerequi-
g}e common good. In essential aims, it remains the
same 61d democracy with its deepest concern for each
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and all of the people, but it must pursue this ever-
abiding concern by new and cooperauve fnethods.
Otherwise, it ceases to be true demdtraly and becomeés
instead fascistic tyranny, still uttering the old glogans,
hut in actual effect destroying the 1eal freedom ard
real equality OF all the people.

So education has a new scope and a new task. If
democracy is thus really to rethink its¢lf to the new
cobperative cndeavor, a new education must arise,
partly to include all the citizens in a new type of adult
education, partly to remake the schogls and other
educative institutions so that more effectual social
thinking and action will result. Education is here con-’
ceived as a function of manypinstitutions in the com-
munity—the church, the club, the school, and all
other social organizations with a program of public
or semipublic activities. There is in this no call for a
propagandistic program to tell either adults or chil-
dren what they shall think or do. Jf democracy means
apything, it means, as we have seen, real thinking as
the 1ndlspensab1e means to deciding upon approprl-
ate action._But this is simply to say that true de-
mdf:racy, true ethics, and true education are but three
names for intelligently defensible action. It is this
kind of education that we seek in our “cobperative
community activities.” These furnish essentidl prac-
tice in a true democratic concern for the common
good. -

Why wish activities? In order to see better why we



8 OUTH SERVES THE COMMUNITY

wish activities as an essential part of education, we
must firs. understand better how life as such goes on,
and how study afid learning are inherent in life to
make it go better. As we shall see, one pronounced
characteristic of life is the fact that it is continually
presenting us with new problems, and inder modern
conditions of rapid change these problems are becom-
ing ever morg numerous. Thus it is that study be-
comes an essential part of our eflorts to run life in-
telligently. If this is true for adults, then the young
must in preparation study and learn under conditions
that teach this to them—namely, in connection with
actual life activities. How these things are true we are
ready now to see.

Our world of change. We live in a world where life
and affairs never repeat themselves exactly, but con-
tinually develop in novel fashion. Each one of us
grows each day older, both in experience and in
bodily age. And just as truly the world of affairs is
also different because of what happened the day be-
fore, As the changing person faces a changing wotld,
he faces therefore continual novelty. Thus the mather
‘may live in the same house and run it day in and day
out in much the same way, but the children, each one
as a distinct personality, grow older daily and present
ever new problems for her solution, as every mother
'fknows. The father too may continue his business at
%the same old stand, but times change and he, too,
must solve new problems, or his business will leave
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him. And, if parents face novelty, so also and even
mbre obviously do the children, for to them’life un-
folds itself ever freshly. )

If the ordinary life thus presents its new prqblems,
these are accentuated when we take into account the
rapid changes®which the modern world shows.”Boaz
says that the stone age went 30,000 years without see-
ing an improvement in its ®ools and implements.
How vastly different things are now. Science, which
increases in geometric ratio through its discoveries
and inventions, changes our world of affairs with be-
wildering rapidity. As Whitehead points out, when
the time span of important change was longer than
that of one human life, mankind could properly be
trained to adapt itself to fixed conditions, but now
that this time span of change is shorter than one
human life, our education must prepare individuals
to face a novelty of conditions. Whether then we con-
sider the smaller or the larger novelties that life pre-
sents, the character of our necessary education is
changed. Thoughtful study becomes an inherent part
both of education and of life.

Study and learning inside the life process, There is
so much implied in the last two paragraphs that we
must dwell further on them. Education in any vital
sense will thus be seen as inherent in life itself. When-
ever one faces a new and difficult situation, he must—
if he would act wisely—bring, as we say, his intelli-
gence to bear upon it. And herein is possibly the best
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definition of the word study that we have; namely,
the effoft to grapple intelligently with a novel and
difficult situation at hand. It is thus true that study is
in fact,inherent in and inseparable from life intelli-
gently lived. And if this be the definition of study,
whatyshall we say of learn? The answer is a bit com-
plex, but still certain. If study is successful, it will, in
part at least, think out'a new way of dealing with the
situation at hand. If this way of behaving, upon trial
and consideration, is accepted for further use, then
the fact we call learning ensues; this way of dealing
so accepted becomes, in and through the fact and
operation of learning, so incorporated into one’s very
being that henceforth, when the right time comes,
this way of behaving comes forth as one’s own way,of
dealing with the sitnation.

This definition of learn can be generalized as fol-
lows: Whatever we accept—whether an idea, attitude,
plan of action, or skill—to act on hereafter, that we
learn, and it becomes a part of us,

Thus it is that both study and learn are essential
‘parts and aspects of life intelligently lived anywhere
and everywhere. Since the organism always acts as a
whole, there goes along with study—which is essen-
tially examining and thinking—also feeling and ap-
propriate bodily movements for examination, the
whole organism being alert as it examines and tries to
understand and plan in preparation for action. And
so also with the learning that accompanies action. In



THE UNDERLYING*PHILOSOPHY 11

responding to the results of study, the organism acts
as*a whole; thinking, feeling, external bodi¥y move-
ments, appropriate internal bodily #ljustmenis—all
these are but distinguishable aspects of the whole or-
ganic response. And acceptance to act on it, whigh
brings learnily, follows along with each of these as-
pecis. So we learn to think certain things, to feel cer-
tain attitudes, to act in certain ways, etc, Always many
kinds of learning are going on at one and the same
time. Note, too, that at the outset what learning shall
later result is not yet determined. In thi.s sense, study
creates what is learned; that is, it creates for the
learner what he is to think, how he is to feel, how he’
is to act. Study may creatively offer many possibili-
ties; whichever of these we accept to act on, those we
learn. In all these many ways are living and learning
much more intimately connected than most of us
have been thinking. Indeed, life—the very fact and act
of living—is education. And in this we see the basic
foundation of activities. We do really study and learn
as we face actual situations to deal with them.

A. contrast here with the older view of education
may help to bring out the point better. In what we
have just secen, life develops in novel fashion and
helps to create what one’s life shall be. On the older
notion, the adult leader of the group or the teacher
presented to the children or youth just what they
were to learn. Study was the effort to acquire it.
Learning was successful effort at acquisition, and the
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test was whether the learner could on demand give
back whit the teacher had originally set out. Subject-
mattex was whit 2he teacher offered. That this old
outlook does not fit a changing world need not here
be argued. We can now see better why the good educa-
tionat leader is giving up the older confeption for an
activity program.

The goals we seek. Before going on to the more de-
tailed study of coéperative activities for community
improvement, let us bring together what has been
said under three heads as constituting the goals that a
system of education in our day and time should seek

"to attain:

1. We wish first an education in, through, and for
living in a democratic society and a changing world.
Children and youth will best learn how to live in
such a society and world by the actual thoughtful
practice of the process itself. This means the utiliza-
tion of educative activities,

So far as words go, many progressively-minded peo-
ple would have accepted this goal fifteen or twenty
years ago, but for various reasons we must now.add
two other goals,

2. We wish such an education as takes account of
the fact that we are now consciously living in an eco-
nomically interdependent world. We saw above how
modern industry has changed us from being a nation
of (relatively) independent farmers and artisans into
being now almost wholly dependent on selling our
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goads andsservices to others, who in their turn are al-
mbst wholly dependent on “business conditions” for
money with which to buy our goods®an?l services- This
new state of affairs that makes us mutually ipterde-
pendent has come upon most of us without our think-
ing much abotit it.'We have ceased to be indeperident
and have become interdependent without understand-
ing what has happened or what to do when “business
conditions” break down. If we ignore this fact of in-
terdependence, we fail to take account of the most
outstanding new characteristic of our times. To do so
is to invite disaster. Education must do something
about 1t.

3. We wish then an education, if possible, of old
and young together, to help us in the critical day
ahead to bring about a better state of society in this
country of ours. Something positive must be done:
Cobperative community activities constitute one line
of attack. The notion that education is to help change
society is so new that many are troubled at hearing it
proposed. But we cannot refuse it To face life in-
telligently and to try to improve affairs are two ways
of saying the same thing.\Wc have, however, seen
that intelligent education is the same thing as facing
life intelligently If things equal to the same thing
are equal to each other, the proposition is proved. In-
telligent education means trying to improve things.

And so, at length, we are ready to ask about codp-
erative activities {or community improvement. For
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answer we need do little more than draw cqnclusions.

Conchbusion as to needing activihies. We wish fc-
tuntigs becaust ghese mean lile. They mean that
children and youth are to learn by grappling, as in-
tglligently as we can help them do it, with situations
that %o them are so real as to call for ¥igorous, active
efforts. Only as people, young and old, are thus
aroused within to put forth efforts, do they really
care, or really think, or really try. Only as they are
confronted with some actual, tangible, challenging
situation do people set up really guiding aims or
really plan hthought{ully for attaining those aims.

' Only as there is such a confronting situation accepted

for action are all the aspects of the organism called
adequately together into play so that the all-round
educative effects of thinking and feeling and acting
can be properly codrdinated. Moreover, only such an
actual evolving situation can call out and test all the
successive phases of thought and action. ..

This type of testing needs to be stressed. The arti-
ficial testing which goes with assigned tasks is in great
danger of doing more harm than good. When, the
leader or the teacher sets the task, the danger is that
the children will study the leader and his demands
and fit effort simply to these. If so, much harm may
result. Obviously the youth is tempted to impress the
leader and so hide any lack of purpose or understand-
ing. The result on learning and character are both
\bad. Even where no conscious pretending enters,
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youth tends to be made dependent on the leader and
hi¢ approval, as any one who deals with oui’ educa-
tional product knows only too well,

But more fundamental even than these objgctions
is, the necessary result on habits of thought and ae-
tion. We canndt expect young people to learn to’deal
with the actual situations of life except as they prac-
tise the actual process in its vatious phgses. The task
then is ours to help them see and accept for their own
responsible action such life situations, so that they
may therein and thereby learn how to deal with life
as it is. Because this way of thinking is still unfamiliar
to many, it may be worth while to consider the proc-
ess more closely.

The successive educative steps to a complete act.
Two key conceptions seem particularly promising for
guiding human study and learning: “a person facing
a situation,” and “acting on thinking." Let us trace
‘the successive educative steps where these conceptions
are brought into play.

1. The first phase is the person’s becoming aware
that avhat we call a situation confronts him. What
one is sensitive to, plays the crucial part here. The
person being what he is, some state of affairs takes
hold of him to stir him to interest and action. We say,
then, that he faces that situation. Muddy tracks in the
house may create no situation for the boy, but they
will for his mother. He didn’t even see them. She saw
them at once and was stirred to alert attention and
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action. There are many thoughtlessnesses cn his part
that she’ wisely overlooks, but not muddy tracks. He
mustrlearn. AS f8r the problem before us now, we
wish te build up in our young people a sensitiveness
to such community deficiencies as they can help to
corrdct. We wish them to be so sensifive to possible
community improvements that they will of them-
selves see new opportunities and wish to take hold of
them. To sense such a situation so as to be stirred by

it to actlon—thls is the first s step in dealmg with that

situation.

2. The second step follows at once. If we are really
stirred to action and wish to act intelligently, we shall
study the situation to see what should be done. This
neglected spot in our village is (by step 1) an eyesore,
to be improved if possible. Now (step 2) we ask what
can be done about it, or what we should do. Shall we
ask the owner to clean it up? Or shall we ask his per-
mission to make a playground of it? What would it
cost to make a playground? What kind of clearing
and grading would be necessary? It is at any rate
quite clear that good study would be necessary to an-
swer these questions and decide what to do.

3. The third step, of how to do it, follows so closely
upon the second as often to merge into it. We could
not decide what to do until we decided, at least
within limits, how to do it. So here we have the fur-
ther detailed study necessary for making all the plans.
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Wisdom rgquires that we plan well before we begin
upon the actual work.

| 4. The fourth step is the execusion of the plan.
Hege we have the kind of study that goes with carry-
ing out the plan, and particularly the study that 80E§
with watching®how well our plans work out. For the
“best laid plans of mice and men gang aft a-gley.”
‘We shall probably have to revise our p}ans as we try
them out. If so, more study and learning.

5. The fifth step is the backward view: Now that
we have finished, what have we learned? How could
we do it better another time? What lessdns of any or
all kinds shall we draw?

Strange as it may sound to those who think of study
as confined to books and preparation for recitations
and examinations, we can assert rather strongly that
it takes such a complete act as that sketched above to
afford what is perhaps the only true learning situa-
tion. Only an actual situation, continuous with life
in all its vicissitudes and insistencies, can afford the
kind of situation which study must learn to face. In
the face of such study and the inherent testing that
goes with it, the partial and abstracted situations of
textbooks are in comparison pale and inadequate, if
not actually miseducative when made the rule. It
takes life itself to educate us. Only the actual situa-
tion, as it thus unfolds under time and treatment, can
show whether the children have studied and planned
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and executed properly. And this testing is inherent
in thessituation. Such an educative process is self-
testipg, especklly if through codperation there are
many (including the leader or the teacher) to watch
tesults. )

Why “community activities”? Why, next, do we
wish communaty activities? The answer follows hard
upon the preceding. A community activity can have a
reality and a challenge that no lesser activity can prop-
erly have. Moreover, it serves to bring the youthful
group (school or church or club, etc) into desirable
intimate contact with the surrounding community.
To do something which others count significant ranks
very high among the satisfying and steadying influ-
ences in life. For the young o feel that their activities
have community significance is to accord to them a
worth and standing that will call out the best the
young have to give.

Everything said above about activities holds even
more strongly for community activities. With others
looking on, with the really important people of"the
community feeling concern, we can rest assureq that
the young will, under proper guidance, rise to the
occasion and give us the best they have. Each of the
five steps suggested above gains in significance as
other people know what is going on and watch re-
sults. It must happen that the learning effects will be
correspondingly stronger and more lasting.

So new is this conception of community activities
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that leadgrs and teachers of children and youth will
read eagerly what Mr. Hanna has discovered in his
survey to be the accomplishment? amd possibilities
along this line. Doubtless, continual trial and effort
will disclose many more and better possibilities than
those most of%us now use. The important thing here
is to see the desirability of community efforts at im-
provement so that we may seek them intelligently.

Why ‘“‘codperative community activities’? 'What,
finally, is meant by codperative community actinities,
and why are they desired? Here again we build on the
preceding.‘By cobperative community “activities we
mean those in which many share, preferably the old
along with the young.lIf community activities are
more significant than the usual school or club activi-
ties, even more dignity and worth would in the eyes
of the young attach to those in which responsible and
honored adults also actually shared. If the adults will
live up to the possibilities of such activities and really
share with the young in the thinking and planning
necessary to the execution, we shall find practically
ideal conditions for all-round learning. It will, of
course, be necessary for the sharing to be real and
not, out of politeness, feigned. It will also be necessary
that each age should have a part suited to it, in which
it can carry on its own responsible thinking and act-
ing in order to realize the common aim.

We elders often wish that our young would accept
higher ideals and make finer moral distinctions in
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their daily lives. If the young could feel.that they
were genuinely sharing along with their elders in sit-
uatiqns wherentho higher ideals and finer distinctions
were called into play, it is a safe prediction that such
ideals and distinctions would be made and accepted
as never before. The shared discussionof what to do,
how to do it, and what standards to expect would be
educative as nothing in our ordinary school and club
work can possibly be.

It may be permitted this writer to express in con-
clusion his profound conviction, first, that an actual
situation r;stponsibly faced is the ideal unit of educa-
tive experience; and second, that of all possible situa-
tions, no other is quite so educative as one that
prompts the responsible leaders of the community to
join with the young in carrying forward an enterprise
in which all really share, and in which each can have
his own responsible part. This is the education in
which democracy can most rejoice, particularly in
these times when we must learn to put the public
welfare first in point of time and importance. In sol-
emn fact, codperative activities for community im-
provement form the vision of the best education yet
conceived,



CHAPTER I

A CHALLENGE TO EDUCATIONAL AND
SOCIAL LEADERSHIP

HILDREN and youth, millions of them the
world over, restless with tremendous energies!
Communities, thousands of them from Pole to Pole,
embracing the conditions and the materials from
which we may create a far more ideal environment for
bettér living! On the one hand, the great energy of
youth requiring only a dynamic purpose to make that
force the most constructive factor in social progress.
On the other hand, cultures rich in potentialities,
needing a great constructive force in order to realize
the abundant human life which they are capable of
providing, To codrdinate these two mighty resources—

to harness the energy of youth to the task of progres-
2N
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sively improving conditions of community life—that is
the supreme challenge to educational and social statés-
manship.

It daes not matter where one chooses a community
te analyze—a community in a primitive culture of the
South Seas or in 2 more complex culture of the power-
machine-using nations—the analysis in all cases will
disclose conditions far“short of the ideals held by the
leading minds of that culture. In a typical community
in rural America, for instance, there is a shortage of
wholesome health practices and inadequate facilities
for preventive and curative medicine. Antiquated

"agricultural practices in soil conservation, crop plan-
ning, seed selection, planting, cultivating, and har-
vesting, and all the corresponding processes in animal
husbandry produce far less than is reasonably possible
when modern scientific knowledge is employed. There
are strﬁikingly few rural communities where modern
codperative buying and marketing have increased the
real income, or where codperation has provided ade-
quate physical quarters and essential administrative
machinery for the well-rounded social and recrea-
tional program of the region. The homes, both ex-
teriors and interiors, lack the esthetic charm that is
possible with a little cultivation of plants and trees and
a little attention to the color, harmony, balance, and
form of the rooms, buildings, and grounds. Every coun-
tryside abounds in local history—places, buildings,
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events, p¢ople—all important in the story o[ the be-
ginning or development of the culture found there
today; these historic realia for the "most part g0 un-
noticed or unpreserved.|Every rural communaty has
untapped hur;]xan resources and raw materials which
need organization for pleasures and profits to the in-
dividual members of that community. It is true that
one could cite communities which are exceptions, but
on the whole, most rural areas have these or a score of
other possibilities as significant for improvement.
What has been said of rural communitjes is equally
true of urban areas when a slight substitution of the
specific shortages is made. Town and city people live *
without full benefit of sun and air and spacial freedom.
Snitke obscures the snn in our great industrial centers,
In the economic struggle for space, buildings are”
crowded close together and tower high in the alr In
soot-laden and shadowy canyons along which the city-
dwellers live, they fail to get the beneficial effect of
light and air. The same economic struggle for space
crowds out the less well-organized human needs for
parks, playgrounds, open places where one can play
and enjoy the natural environment. And these man-
made barriers to full physical health seriously affect
the mental health-of-urban dwellérs also. Esthetically
our cities are ugly rather than charmmg, irritating to
the herves rather than restful, Many critics claim that
our urban pattern is producing character traits of such
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antisocial, ruthless nature that social institiaions may
not be able to withstand the resultant onslaught unless
a radical change is effected soon.

Suck facts regarding our typical rural and ur-
ban communities are distinctly unpleasant, but true,
nevertheless. The object in pointing out our shortages
is not to create a prelude to despair but rather to show
how universally and héw deeply we need constructive
effort to improve the environment in which all of us
are nurtured and live our lives with pain and pleasure.
If one needs documentary evidence of these potential
areas for progress, let him read such reports as the
" Brookings Institute's study entitled America’s Capacity
to Consume, or Frank Lloyd Wright's The Disap-
pearing City, or Ralph Borsodi’'s This Ugly Grutliza-
tion, or Robert S. and Helen M. Lynd’s Middletown,
or the Report of the Mississippi Valley Committee of
the Public Works Administration, October 1, r934.

This last study, made at the request of the federal
government by a committee of the nation’s leading
engineers, economists, geographers, and agricultural
and forestry experts, suggests still another type of prob-
lem. The Committee was charged with the task of
“making a plan for the use and control of the water
within the Mississippi drainage basin . .. and to
show the relation of the great wealth of water re-
sources in the Basin (comprising all or parts of thirty-
one states) to the pressing problem of bettering the
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conditior® of its people and indirectly that of the
whole nation.”

The Committee surveyed the conditions of Vater
in terms ol its use and contral in streams, in terms of
flood control, low water control, navigation, power
development, water supply and sanitation, erosion
control, irrigation, wild-life conservation, and recre-
ation. In all these aspects, théy found.most pressing
problems facing the inhabitants of the Basin and af-
fecting the whole nation. Water and wind erosion,
for instance, have made 25 per cent of this vast area
unfit for cultivation and, if the present rate of ero-
sion is allowed to continue unchecked, within the
next twenty-five to fifty years the six to eight inches
of top-soil may be entirely washed or blown away.
The Committee pointed out that the continuous dey-
astation of the water-holding forests and the tearing
up of the soilretaining and moisture-holding grass
roots on the prairies is causing even more and greater
destruction through floods. New problems in health
have also been created. The rapid concentration of
urban population and the inadequacy of existing sys-
tems of sewage disposal, as well as the increasing
amounts of industrial waste polluting our rivers,
lakes, and streams, are seriously affecting the health
of the population and exterminating the wild life that
remains.

So the report continued to present the findings of a
scientific study of the situation we face in the great
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Mississippi River Basin. The Committee pSinted out

that similar conditions were basic causes of the de-
. "o, . - - .

cline’of other civilizations of historic importance. The

reporteof this most significant survey of our Central

states concluded with these paragraphs;, !

If certain present-day trends were to be projected unal-
tered into the future the map would be a sorry one, We
would be compfelled to show increasingly large stretches of
once fertile lands stripped of their life-giving humus, riv-
ers breaking forth in floods of increasing severity as the
denuded slopes permitted an ever-swifter run-off, industry
and agricultlire becoming ever more precarious, the life of
the people on the land becoming more and more disorgan-

“ized, and a steady increase of farm tenancy and of eco-
nomic dependency.

Under such conditions Jocal self-government would be
likely to break down, and under the spell of a dire and
never-ending emergency, economic and political central-
ization would steadily increase. The comparison of such
a sitnation with the final days of the Roman Empire is not
too far-fetched. Civilizations of the past have more than
once decayed because of similar causes.

The values we most cherish in American life, in the
geographical and perhaps the cultmal heart of the Ameri-
can democracy, depend on arresting these tendencies. In
many places the present report has suggested an extension
of the Federal Government’s activities and responsibilities.
Actually, as the Committee firmly believes, such an ex-
tension, on the bases proposed, is necessary, not merely to
maintain the prosperity of the Valley but to combat in-

* Report of the Mississippi Valley Committee of the Public Works
Administration (Washington, D. C., Government Printing Office,
1934), PP- 230-231.
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fluences wHich would otherwise break down the spxrlt of
local self-reliance and local self-government.

Life in the Mississippi Valley of the Auture need not be
poverty-stricken or precarious. The forces making for
health and well-being, once they are controlled, are greater
than those which make for disaster, The quality of life in
the Valley can™e enormously improved. It need not go
the way of the Valley of the Nile, the valleys of the Tigris
and Euphrates, where sands have drifted into old irriga-
tion ditches and the sites of opulent gardens, or the
stripped valleys of China. We have knowledge that the
older civilizations lacked. If we synthesize that knowledge
to make our plans, if we put a common purpose above
local jealousies and conflicts of interest, the future is in our
own hands,

A benevolent despot could bring about all the physical
changes that are proposed in this report, but he could not
make them permanent. A democracy, surrendering minor
privileges here and there in order to save its essential
liberties, can build just as solidly and more lastingly.
Our democracy already has the necessary technique. It
needs only a wider vision, a more realistic imagination.

The future cannot undo all the blunders of the past. It
cannot, in any length of time easy to conceive, restore com-
pletely eroded lands to their primitive condition. But
there are things we can certainly draw into our map of the
future if we wish.

Such a map might show the disastrous kind of erosion
finally checked. Instead of gullied hillsides and slopes
from which the rich humus colors were slowly fading, it
would show terraces; alternations of tilled land and grass-
lands; new forests springing up in belts and patches,
tended as carefully as so many orchards. It would show,
perhaps in variegated colors in order to make the con-
trasts more evident, the scientific uses of all the land in
the Valley, determined after long studies of soils and cli-
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matic conditions. No farmer would be trying & grow corn
on land*fit only for timber, or wheat on land best fitfed
for grazing, or anything at all on land best fitted for recre-
ation and the preservation of wild life,

Therivers might not be entirely under control in times
of major floods, but the crest of the ﬂoods would have
been lowered by means of forest planting, .od cultivation,
the building of multiple-purpose dams, and the creation
of numerous minor reservoirs. When the rivers could not
be held withig their cifannels their waters would be al-
lowed to flow into previously selected floodways, where
the least possible harm would result. Low-water control
would have advanced to a point where each community
would be epsured of its necessities. Power lines would
have flung an intricate, interconnected network over the
whole region, with power “islands” in remote areas into
which the major transmission lines could not economically
penetrate, Every farmer's family would find its work light-
ened by the use of electricity. New manufactures, perhaps
new inventions, might have restored some of their lost
traffic to the rivers. Possibly recreational uses would have
supplanted commerce on most of them. Playgrounds of all
sorts, {rom city parks to wilderness areas into which no
wheeled vehicle would be allowed to go, would be more
extensive and more thickly spotted over the map. No rea-
son would appear why they should not be. The intensive
cultivation of only the best land would have restored to
the Valley some of its original freedom and spaciousness.
Population would have increased, but crowding would
have decreased.

The economic life of the region, being better organized,
would be carried forward on a higher level, “Area proj-
ects” on the Lower Mississippi, in the Tennessee Valley,
and elsewhere, would have demonstrated the interlocking
character of all human activities that are dependent on
water. Means would have been found to halt the twend
toward farm tenancy. The “sturdy individualism” of pi-
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oneer days®would have been restored by the cooperatlon
of hational and local agencies, some governmental, some
private, but it would be a coGperative, rot 4 combative in-
dividualism. Little distinction would be made between
the various forms of codperation. The agency employed
wpuld be that which after a scientific survey of conditiong
seemed best adapted to the purpose.

Such a picture as this is not fanciful, even though we
cannot certainly predict that it will be fully realized. It
indicates what can be accomplishéd, in an American way,
in a democratic society, through democratic governing
agencies. It does not demand a break with the nation’s
traditions, but an application of them in new ways to
new conditions. The nation can create such a Mississippi
Valley as has been outlined if it collectively so wills.

It is surely obvious to all who observe keenly that
the tasks in our nation awaiting our collective effort
at improvement are legion and enormous. Their
range is wide. In one direction there are such chal-
lenges as that of increasing the physical health and
safety of our citizens through codperative planning
and action. Our homes, parks, playgrounds, streets,
countryside, and public places can be improved im-
measurably both from the hygienic and esthetic points
of view. The recreational and leisure-time facilities
for childhood and adulthood need to be expanded in
every population center, whether urban or rural. The
cultural life needs to be broadened through commu-
nity participation in music, forums, drama, arts, and
similar spiritual, esthetic, and intellectual endeavors.

In another direction there are challenges to im-
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prove the quantity and quality of the industrial and
ag'ricuitural goods and services with which we satisfy
ourdaily neels that there may be provided a standard
of liying far above our present level. We further face
#uch tasks as collectively reforesting our mountain
slopes and resodding our sweeping plains to hold back
the flood waters, and (incidental to the process) we
need to harness the white power and transform it into
electricity to perform the heavy toil of running our
power-machine civilization.

We stand, truly, on the threshold of a new age. In
the past, we made adjustments to the forces of nature
as we found them, but no serious attempt was made to
control nature in the interests of human welfare, and
most of our people lived and died in ighorance and
want.

That age is passing. Science and invention give us
the controls to change nature and to direct it to suit
our greatest needs. We have the skill and technical
wisdom to stop the floods, water the desert, retain the
fertile top-soil, conquer disease and famine, provide
abundance and security. And all of this may be done
with such ease that a great share of our effort can be
given to creating not only rich individualities by a
great civilization rich in spiritual, intellectual, and
esthetic qualities. All this is possible through the ap-
plication of the scientific method and scientific prin-
ciples.

The transition from the simpler economy, which
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adjl.lsted td nature, to the more abundant economy
which will control nature is in process. In this tran.
sition youth must and will have a par?. We would fiot
—and could not, wholly—keep youth from partieipat-
ing. But youthmwith its boundless energy and its rest-e
lessness to achieve a significant place in the sun must
learn codpeiatively to assume responsibility in this
social enterprise.

Our youth problem has become a major one during
the current century. Youth possessed the same surg:-
ing energy before the twentieth century, to be sure.
But that energy was once consumed in doing youth’s
share of the daily tasks. Before the advent of our
power-machine age, much of the energy of youth was
utilized in the field, shop, and home. When man de-
pended solely on the power of his own muscles for the
winning of his bread and shelter, each able-bodied
person, young and old, was needed. Young people
did their full share (and often a disproportionately
large share) of the daily drudgery. They took care of
the flocks and herds, helped to tan and tool leather for
harness and boots, tilled the soil, harvested the crops,
ground the grain for food, wove fibers for clothing.
There was little excess energy for antisocial pranks—all
the energy was absorbed in work. In those days, our
young contributed to socially-useful work because the
stern realities of living demanded it.

All that changed for the majority of our children and
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adolescents. With the harnessing of non-human pOWer
—oil, coal and falhng water—we learned to provide
the*necessities of life with less and less expenditure of
humen effort. We increased the productivity of the
soil through more scientific agriculturs. We learngd
to produce many commodities by automatic machines
and by chemical processes in factories located in cities.
At last, we hecame predominately an urban people.
These and other industrial and social changes have
deprived children and youth of the opportunity to
make a direct contribution to the work of the commu-
nity, and the energy once so productively harnessed
is now without a directive rein. No one will argue for
a moment that we should return to the conditions of
the earlier era. Gone forever, we trust, is the inhuman
éxploitation of young people depicted by such lit-
erary crusaders as Dickens and reflected in the records
of his time. Our young are free to grow, to play, to
learn as could no child or youth under earlier prac-
tices of child labor. But as we have gradually elim.
inated one evil, we have created a new problem—that
of using these vast rcleased energies of our young to
their own and soc1ety%s~ advantage.

This boundless:*’vigga of childhood and youth can
bé either wasted orW‘?’“ﬁ to 1nd1v;wua1 and ‘'social
good. 'To be suré, a Iarge share of it sho d Be used in
Thestreer §6776f living and of playmg But not all this
force can~be 5o conisunied; youth will see to that. Evi-
dence that our young find other energy outlets which
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are self-desructive and antisocial is demonstrated in
our* increasing lawlessness and juvenile delinquency.
With no sense of belonging to a great enterprise which
demands their loyalties and their labors, with ng re-
sponsibility for making a contribution to the larger,
gr;)up, the yourig develop few of those character traits
which aré’so essential and basic in a highly interde-
pendent modern society.

The problem of the utilization of this excess energy
of youth has increased in a startling manner during
the depression. Several million young people, gradu-
ated from high school, trade school, and tollege find
no work to do. The seriousness of the tragedy of the
“unwanted” generation is now so universally recog-
nized that the federal government openly deals with
it without successful opposition. The C.C.C. camps,
the N.Y.A., and similar national, state, and local proj-
ects have attempted to stem the tide of youth’s bitter-
ness at conditions which seem so cruelly unnecessary to
him. But not even these agencies claim to have solved
our youth problem, Indeed, we have not even made an
acceptable beginning at its solution. A solution, of
course, is bound up with thg whole transition from a
simple agricultural economy te a power-machine
economy, and youth problems will not be resolved
until the entire cultural pattern is again set in some
semblance of harmony. In the meantime, our youth
may_either waste its energy and talents in pursults‘
that are demorahzmg to old and young, or youth may
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unite with others in constructive work which will not
only develop its own powers but also make an inzoad
on the host [ community problems awaiting positive
attagk.

Facing the immediate task of proviﬁ?ng challenging
patterns for constructive work for youth here and
now, a survey was wndertaken to discover what proj-
ects had already been carried out by children and
youth at home and abroad. Requests for information
were sent to the national or international headquar-
ters of such various youth organizations as the Junior
Red Cross, the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, the
Y.M.CA. and Y.W.C.A., Boards of Missions, 4-H
Clubs, Future Farmers of America, etc. Requests were
also sent to educational authorities ot many foreign
countries and, in our own country, to administrators
in the state departments of education and certain city
school superintendents. The requests indicated that
the survey was attempting to collect descriptions of
projects carried out by children and youth to improve
some aspect of the community life. These officials
were asked to give the names and addresses of adults
who, to their knowledge, had aided or directed any
such socially useful projects.

The response was excellent. The names of hun-
dreds of leaders of youth projects were submitted. To
each of these leaders a letter was written outlining the
nature and purpose of the survey and asking for a de-
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tailed report on the project for which the leader had
béen cited. The letters were accompanied by a sam-
ple report, suggesting the mannef il which theirs
might be written and the type of items which would
be most perq\nent to the description of the project.
Available photographs of the project were also re-
quested.

As the responses to this request were received, they
were carefully studied. It was evident from the begin-
ning that criteria would be essential in judging the
quality of the numerous projects. These criteria were
formulated in two categories—educational value to
the individual and significant value to the commu-
nity. In this volume only those projects which met
criteria in both categories have been included. To the
extent that these reports satisfactorily meet the crite-
ria, they are different from the typical experiences of
the more formal school on the one hand, and from
the undirected participation of non-school groups or
the other.

INDIVIDUAL EDUCATIONAL CRITERIA

1. The youth who participate in a project must senss
its social significance. No matter how worthy the project
may be from a social utilitarian standpoint, unless those
engaged in it appreciate that their effort in codperation
with others will contribute to the improvement ol some
aspect of community life, much of the educational value
is lost. On the other hand, no project should be termed
socially useful if its major purpose is primarily a stunt to
enhance the prestige of the adult leader or the organiza-
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-

tion, or to raise funds for some objective beyond the
concert? of the children or youth. A project lacking soeial
sign‘iﬁcance ingthgse respects should not be saddled on
young people with the exhortation to participate, be-
causasuch practice dulls the sensitivity of youth to the
fner characteristics of enterprises which are truly so-
cially useful. ’ .

2. Youth must have a part in planning the project. In
a democracy, probably no learnings are more signifi-
cant than these which result from social experiences in
which a group need is faced codperatively, analyzed, pos-
sible solutions projected, tentative plans agreed upon,
and the task eventually culminated. If we would prepare
our youth to take over the responsibilities of a demo-
cratic way of life, such experiences at collective planning
are indispensable. Whenever a project is planned in
broad-outline and/or in detail by the adult leader, two
indiscretions have been committed: (¢) the project may
never appear to have significance to the young people,
and their efforts will undoubtedly be half-hearted and
the outcomes disappointing; and (b) the adult deprives
youth of the most important learnings that will come
with participation in the planning phases of the enter-
prise. It seems trite (but probably a necessary precaution)
to state, however, that this must not be interpreted as
implying that children and youth alone should plan the
project; it is clear that the more mature experience of
the adult leadexr must contribute to the formulation of
the plan, but this contribution should be made in a
democratic manner of sharing decisions.

8- Youth must have some sporting chance of carrying
the project proposed through to more or less successful
conclusion. Young people should undertake socially-use-
ful work within the range of their physical strength and
endurance. Youth must confine its projects to realms
where their social maturity permits success rather than
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predicates Yfailure. No task should be planned which is
clearly beyond their capabilities. It must be said, how-
ever, that this criterion is more restrictive®than constuc-
tive in the hands of leaders who are overconservative or
lacking in vision, or who are looking for excuses 10 keep
young peoplemfrom attempting to improve conditions
from which the leaders profit at the expense of the gen-
eral welfare. If the project is possible {from the standpoint
of the physical materials and physical power to carry it
out (an illustration might be the elimindtion of traffic
hazards at a street corner where children's lives are in
danger), and the only inhibiting factors are the inertia
or corruption of the social, economic, or political ar-
rangements and institutions, then no better learning sit-
nation can be staged than to have young people fail Lo
achieve an obviously needed improvement and strikingly
discover the reasons why they were foredoomed to fail-
ure. In such a failure, it is clear that the ground has been
cultivated for future success in that an intimate knowledge
of the forces retarding social progress must be included in
any plan for betterment.

4. Youth must accept the responsibility for success or
failure of a project. Any vital learning experience is in-
complete until the plan and its execution have been eval-
uated in terms of successes and/or failures in the social
environment. Whenever children and youth are denied
this culminating experience by the leaders of a project,
they have been allowed to “prepare the food, but not
to taste it.” So often the adult leader will shield the
young when the project fails or when reactionary forces
in the community object to having children and youth
engage in constructive work which may undermine their
vested privileges. Ol course, the leader has the responsi-
bility of protecting the mental and emotional stability
of those in his care, but in the long run, more harm is
often done by shielding than could possibly be done by
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facing fgustration frankly and intelligently angd learning
how to cope with it. Probably more general, however,
is the situation®in which the project is eminently success-
ful and wide acclaim is given it. The leader who is con-
scious of the educational values to the young will give
#Al the credit where it is due, If the spTisfaction that
comes from social approval of work which betters the
social situation will lead on to more activity of the same
worthy nature, then the wise leader will be’ jealous that
his young co-workers share fully that satisfaction with
him,

5. Youth must actually grow in lotal personality as a
resull of the work undertaken. Projects directed toward
socially-useful work offer a host of avenues to the en-
richment of the intellectual, social, emotional, and phys-
ical personality. Any comprehensive planning of a proj-
ect must involve such intellectual pursuits as research
into the (a) origin of the problem, and (b) how costly in
time, materials, and human effort the accompllshment
might be, etc. In addition, many projects entail experi-
mentations of a wide range; a project to improve the agri-
cultural practices would involve laboratory and seed-plot
experiments in seed treatment, soil content, fertilizers,
etc. A project may include much study and creative
effort in the arts; a landscaping project will necessi-
tate familiarity with many art principles and techniques.
Similarly, each project must be explored to the fullest in
order that (a) the best plan may result from wide study
and experimentation, and (b) the young will have the
enriching experiences of “study” in terms of problem-
solving. No experiences can be any more significant than
the opportunities utilized to enrich broadly that inde-
finable thing we know as personality. No project can be
justified on its contribution to social welfare alone; un-
less the young who participate in the work gain in per-
sonality, then the project might well be classified as ex-
ploitation of youth,
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13
SIGNIFICANT Soctal. VALUE CRITERIA

1. Any project must culminate in the getual improve-
ment of lwmg in the commumty Projects are not torm-
pleted when a “proposal” is formulated and then ca~xfully
filed in the ar, ;invm Only when proposals are effective ig
changing the ¢wironment for the better can they be con-
sidered satisfactory from a pragmatic viewpoint. When-
ever a project terminates in a plan which is not carried
through to application, there is ait unfortunate hiatus be-
tween thought and action. This hiatus, if continually re-
peated in situation after situation, may well lead to the
development of habits of social inertia and general inef-
fectuality in applying knowledge to human progress. Fur-
ther, the world is so desperately in need of action for im-
provement that intelligent leadership of the young cannot
permit the youthful energies to be dulled by endless dis-
cussion about action.

2. Projects must clearly be an obligation of youth as
well as adulthood. Many areas of social living are the
direct concern of children and youth because these areas
vitally affect their well-being. There are, however, as-
pects of community life needing improvement which are
unguestionably the responsibility of adults, and youth
should not be made responsible for righting these wrongs
or for the unpleasant task of cleaning up social festers
which adults would like to lcave to more eager hands.
If the fault for social inadequacy lies entirely on adult
shoulders, there is a salutory effect in having to remedy
the situation aurselves. This criterion must not be in-
terpreted too narrowly, however., Throughout this vol-
ume we are urging projects in which all members of the
community~children, as well as youth and adults—to-
gether tackle a problem of codperatively improving liv-
ing. In such a conception of a project, naturally the
adults would perform those duties that are clearly their
responsibility, and the young would find their field of
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contribution in tasks appropriate to their miturity and
ability.

3 In so farcas posszble projects must get at the basic
problems of improving social welfare. Projects must not
contfibute to the further entrenchment of a social prac-
sice which is obviously evil. As an 1llLlstr?,10n a project
of providing Thanksgiving baskets for the poor, while
lessening suffering for the moment, does not get at the
root of the evil—the inadequate income of the majority
of our families. Not only may the Thanksgiving-baskets-
for-the-poor type of project contribute to the notion that
we should hold a class of citizens in economic slavery in
order that those of us who are more fortunate may an-
nually have the smug satisfaction of “sharing” but, in
addition, time and energy given to such superficial bet-
terment could much more eflectively be spent in getting
at the basic inhibiting influences which perpetuate a
scarcity economy in the midst of abundance. Probably
no other criterion in the social category is more often vio-
lated by project leaders who intend to do the best pos-
sible thing for youth and society, but fail to see that the
project really contributes little even to the immediate
amelioration of the evil and may even further crystallize
it. If project leaders would guide the planning phases of
projects more carefully and thoroughly and, through
research and experunentatxon drive the roots to deeper
soil, many projects which have been insignificant maght
be made significant in community improvement.

As the reports of projects were submitted, they were
evaluated in terms of the foregoing criteria. No re-
port fully met all the criteria with a high rating, but
those reports which did not satisfy at least one of the
principles”under each of the two named categories
were considered unsuitable for inclusion in this vol-
ume. The next seven chapters are designed to demon-
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strate how the conception of education-as-community-
improvement is actually being carried out by children
and youth in the various fields covered“by each ofthe
chapter titles.




CHAPTER 11

YOUTH CONTRIBUTES TO PUBLIC
SAFETY

HILE adults are striving for ways and means to

avert injury and death from traffic accidents

and fire hazards, youth 1s quietly stepping in and per-

sonally protecting its own community from needless

hazards to life and limb. Sometimes spurred by emo-

tion aroused with tragedy, sometimes by intelligent

reflection of children or interested adults, effective

safety projects have been and are at the moment or-
ganized and operated by youth.

A typical illustration of youth activity of this kind
is the school-boy patrol of East Greenville, Pennsyl-
vania. A representative of the American Automobile
Association and a corporal of the Pennsylvania State

42
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'f‘lngfﬁc Police, while guests of the school, suggested
that its position on a busy thoroughfare warranted the
school’s measures of “self-defense” agamst careiess
motorists.

-A school-h& patrol was suggested. Of the two hun®
dred pupils in the school, the patrol was to consist of
nine selected members. The project was outlined to
the boys, and a call for volunteers issied. The re-
sponse was so enthusiastic that selection was made on
the basis of scholarship and dependability. The proj-
ect was officially inaugurated before the assembled
school, and after an impressive address by the state
traffic corporal wherein he charged the boys with their
responsibility, he presented a belt and safe“{y badge
to each boy.

During the first year, the project was under the di-
rection of two teachers who exercised supervision and
guidance, but the second year’s work was planned and
directed by a captain and lieutenant selected by the
pupils, and the procedure has been continued. The
captain appoints the members of the patrol to their
daily tasks, selects substitutes for absentees, notes any
negligence on the part of the student body or patrol,
and supervises the entire program, The lieutenant,
second in command, conducts inspection and calls
for neatness and the proper performance of duty.

In addition to directing traffic and guarding the
lives of young and old in the school vicinity, this
group of boys, ranging in age from nine to twelve
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.
years, Jas assumed a large share of responfibility f¢'r
conducting fire-drills and supervising the behavior of
their fellow ‘pupils in the school halls and play-
groumds.

- In order to stimulate school interestgn their cam-
paign, the boys arrange and present entertainment on
the subject of safety. On one occasion, a moving pic-
ture was shown; on ahother, the pupils were given a
demonstration by a blind man and his dog guide.
They were made to see how carelessness had lost him
his eyesight. The community is intensely sympathetic
with the experiment because of its merit and obvious
value to the locality.

The tragic deaths of three school children resulted
in an appeal by the Chief of Police to the children ot
Franklin School, Berkeley, California, and a Junior
Safety Patrol was immediately organized. The initial
project was composed of only six boys. The purpose
and positive contribution of the plan was apparent,
and the idea of a safety patrol was adopted by all the
elementary schools and junior and senior high schools
of the city. Today, the total force is 640 boys. Fach
school has its own safety-patrol unit, the size being de-
termined by its particular traffic situation. The aver-
age unit is composed of ten officers and two substi-
tutes. They work in two shifts, each shift relieving
the other at stated periods. This schedule prevents
students from sacrificing their recreational and study
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time. The ranking office is a senior sergeant, He is
aided by a junior sergeant and a corporal in each
squad. Members of the force are invariably chosen
from the higher grades. They direct traffic dering
morning, luish, and closing hours. Special traffic con»
trol is enforced at eleven and two o’clock to take care
of the lowergrade children.

The Advisory Council consisis of the Superintend-
ent of Schools, the Director of Elementary Education,
the President of the Parent-Teachers Council, four
principals appointed by the Superintendent, the Busi-
ness Manager of the Board of Education, the Chief of
Palice, and the Director of Junior Traffic Police. This
council is the final authority on all problems that per-
tain to the patrol and the selection of its superior
officers.

When chosen, an officer is given a pledge of office,
and definite rules of conduct are impressed upon him
by the council. He must always conduct himself as an
“officer, gentleman, and student.” He is instructed
not to “talk back” to motorists. If they refuse to obey
his signals, he uses a card furnished for this purpose
to report the offenders to the Director of the Advisory
Council, who deals with them impartially. Generally,
a reprimand is sufficient, Coperation between the
patrol and the motorists is strongly approved. Unless
absolutely necessary, the halting of street-cars and
heavy buses and trucks is avoided. However, the ju-
niors are invested with these rights in city ordinances.
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They are provided with uniforms to be uscd while An
duty only. White trousers, bright red sweaters with a
special badgd attached, and yellow caps not only lend
a dash to the service, but make the boys more notice-

~able to motorists. Semaphores and polige whistles are
also supplied them.

The concern of a sérgeant of the Seattle police force
over the growing list of child casualties was the imme-
diate cause for the organizing of the Junior Safety Pa-
trol, Seattle, Washington. On a trip across the country,
the sergeant made it a point to observe successfully-
operated safety patrols throughout the eastern states
and made haste to apply his acquired knowledge on
the subject of safety for the benefit of his own com-
munity. In addition to physical safety, the sergeant
decided to add that of juvenile crime prevention and
moral welfare,

The patrol is under the direction of the Director
of Junior Safety, who is in charge of the Junior Safety
Division of the Police Department. The Junior Safety
Division has the school patrol and handles all other
cases involving safety to children under eighteen years
of age. The position of Director of Junior Safety is a
regular civil-service post. The division’s duties con-
sist of the prevention of accidents and juvenile de-
linquency, rather than their cure.

Each school has a separate unit. The principal of
the school leads it. There are one pupil captain, one
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N
ot more lieutenants, and two patrolmen fot each
crossing under the patrol’s jurisdiction., )

The principal designates the “school crossings” and
instructs the pupils to assemble there promptly so as
to'avail themselves of the services of the patrol. The
patrol captain is in charge under the principal. He
must assure himself that his officers understand the
proper method of conducting traffic duty, and he is
responsible for all equipment. The duty of the lieu-
tenant includes seeing that all officers are at their posts
and attending to business.

Each patrol is equipped with badges issued by the
Police Department. Those of the captains and lieu-
tenants are of shiny brass, while those of the patrol-
men are finished in nickel. The Automobile Club
of Washington outfits them with white canvas “Sam
Browne” belts bearing the black and white A.AA.
insignia. The flags of red canvas (14 x 18”) with the
word “sToP” painted on each side are attached to a
forty-inch staff. These flags are supplied by the Police
Department. The condition of equipment is inspected
and reported upon twice each month by the captain.

The boys are charged with the gravity of their re-
sponsibility when they take the following impressive
pledge of service to their fellow pupils and commu-
nity before the school assembly:

I promise on my honor:
1. To work for the safety of the pupils of the Seattle
Schools as I would want those who are appointed to safe-

LY
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P
guard cur city to work for my safety and the safety of r/l’y
family and friends.

2. To try to protect myself and those with whom I
com= in contact from the risk of unnecessary chances.

g To keep myself clean, moraily, mentlgla fy, and phys-
fically, by being honest, trustworthy, loyal{ helpful, obe-
dient, and brave,

4. To do my best in helping to reduce the number of
accidents during the year; and, by my example, to help
make my school a model one for safety.

5. To perform faithfully the duties as outlined for a
Seattle Junior Patrol officer.

To lend the organization further importance and
distinction, rewards are accorded to the members.
They are always made to feel that their services are
appreciated. If any especially distinguished act is per-
formed, a merit button is awarded. The name of the
boy so honored is posted on an honor roll in the po-
lice station. The patrol has its own flag which is kept
with the regular police flags. On Memorial Day, the
patrol has its unit in the day's parade. It is inspected
by the city and school officials along with the regular
officers of the Police Department. Once each year the
police give a picnic in honor of the patrol. At this
time, useful prizes are awarded to those who have
earned them, and the group is “serenaded” by the en-
tire police band.

Another type of safety campaign has been under-
taken by the high-school seniors of West Springfield,
Massachusetts. T'en years ago, during a city-wide safety
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ca@paign,'the Superintendent of Schools askgd the
seniors of the high school to add their efforts to those
of the rest of the town in the interest of"accident pre-
vention.

The senio® met and decided to concentrate theirs
energies on cducation and promotion. Their project
was completely cobperative. Correspondence with
various safety agencies brought®information on the
subject, and material was derived from these sources
for the preparation of bulletins and letters. These
were mimeographed and distributed to the students,

To present facts more effectively, they prepared
posters with the aid of the art department. Catchy
slogans, such as, “He who learns to look each way will
live to look another day,” were originated and popu-
larized. Personal letters on safety were written to
every class in all the schools of West Springfield. Sty-
dents obtained from the Springfield Automobile As.
sociation printed cards bearing ten safety rules apd
distributed these among the parents and children,
Members of the class also prepared talks on safety and
delivered them to the classes.

A student was chosen to attend a safety conference
at the town hall and returned with information show-
ing what other safety programs were accomplishing,
Still another member of the class visited the town’s
industrial plants and introduced “safety conscioys-
ness” to his fellow students.

The fervid interest aroused in the senior class car-
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ried gver into the next year when fire prevention Was
added to the safety program.

Although®the events recorded here took place sev-
eral years ago, the project is still alive ang"prominent
among the school’s activities.

The Continuation School, Easthampton, Massachu-
setts aidedin a state-wide safety campaign, the boys
assisting the local committee by building the sign-
boards to be erected at strategic highway crossings for
the use of safety-poster displays.

Maps were drawn which marked the principal high-
ways and suggested points for the safety boards. When
the sign-posts were completed, the boys organized
themselves into groups of three to erect them. Under
the supervision of a town employee, holes were dug
and the sign-posts footed in concrete. A member of
each group was chosen to fasten the first poster. Since
that time, the boys renew the posters when necessary
and attempt to prevent destruction by vandals.

A similar traffic campaign was undertaken in Nor-
man, Arkansas. Here school-boys built road-markers
to aid tourists passing through their town.

In San Diego, California, due to a shortage of pa-
trolmen for crossings in elementary-school districts,
the Police Department appealed to the schools them-
selves. It was decided to make markers in the form of
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policemen. "The figures were designed, and the tyork-
shops and sheet-metal shops in the schools undertook
their consgyuction. The art department contributed
to the workhby painting the finished product. Even-
tually eighty shch markers were built and placed at
dangerous school crossings for which city patrolmen
were unavailable.

The safety projects discussed in these pages have
been codperative youth activities. In some cases there
has been strict adult supervision even after the proj-
ect was properly launched, but the greater part of the
program has been carried on by school children.
These projects have been of physical, menta), and
moral value to youth and of general value to the com-
munity. Any situation which calls for a Junior Patrol
will necessarily cultivate such qualities as leadership,
courage, judgment, initiative, patience, loyalty, and
fair play in those who participate. Boys are learning
and teaching others habits of safety, as well as devel-
oping that respect for the common law conducive to
good citizenship.

Fire prevention is also being emphasized by chil-
dren. Washington Irving High School, New York
City, is situated near the congested tenement district.
Impressed by frequent fires, the students ventured
personally to investigate the neighborhood for viola-
tions of the fire laws. As their contribution to Fire
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Previntion Week, they planned a special drive to ror-
rect these conditions.

Wlth the aid of “For vou,” a pamphlet issued by
the Tenement House Department, th;/‘i)uplls drew
up an inspection blank for use by amuteurs to check
fire hazards. Students were requested to inspect their
own homes to see that the regulations specified in the
blank were complfed with. Thoughtless neighbors
who used their fire escapes for flower boxes or for
storing tood provisions were interviewed, admon-
ished, and asked 1o cooperate.

After completing their investigation, the students
made a detailed report of the violations uncovered to
the Tenement House Department.

Perhaps one of the most dramatic of child safety
projects occurred in the same city. Late one night,
the blaze and crackle of fire awakened the inhabitants
of the tenement district. Screams of terror spurred the
neighbors to the rescue. To their horror, they found
the situation hopeless. The burning building was an
old frame structure. There was no means of control-
ling the fire, and the occupants were trapped, Before
help could be obtained, the building was burned to
the ground. Five children and three adults lost their
lives, while their friends watched helplessly.

The next day the frightened and grief-stricken
children of the neighborhood gathered in the gym-
nasium of Stuyvesant House. They realized that their
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own homes were unsafe—that the same fate thét had
overtaken their playmates might overtake them. An
intelligeng adult directed their emotion into con-
structive chgnnels and advised the organization &f a
tenement cordmission campaign to correct housing
conditions. The idea took root. The children deter-
mined to call on the Mayor and ask for help.

They listed the unsafe conditfons that*needed cor-
rection, then planned a parade to City Hall. With the
spirit of crusaders %oo children, carrying banners in-
scribed with such slogans as “We Don’t Want to
Burn,” marched to the steps of City Hall where they
were received by the Mayor's Committee. Two boys
were chosen from their ranks to present the children'’s
demand for safer housing. The speech made by one
boy was short but revealing. “My mother hasn’t slept
one night since the fire,” he said. “‘She walks back and
forth in the house. She is afraid to go to sleep because
we have wooden stairs and awful fire escapes that go
straight up and down, and the janitor keeps the back-
yard door locked.”

The Mayor’s Committee thanked them for coming
and promised them that eventually no one would
have to live in such homes, but that improvement
would have to be gradual since the immediate ejec-
tion of all tenants from old tenements would neces-
sitate putting one-half of the population of New York
City in the streets.

The campaign did not end with the parade. A
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group) ranging from fifteen to nineteen ygars of age
decided to carry on the work with a campaign to in-
form the ne'lghborhood of the real danger in their
hollsing conditions. They formed theStuyvesant
Housing Committee. No definite plar# of proceduyre
was outlined, but a decision was made to meet the
difficulties as they arose. The use of a flexible pro-
gram would encoufage practical application. The
group divided into two committees—one to acquire
information on present housing conditions, the other
to decide on a plan of immediate action. Members
seriously studied existing conditions, listened to lec-
tures by authorities on the subject, made trips to new
model-housing units, and started a clipping file of
their own achievements.

Aware that a “fire trap” bill was under discussion
in the State Legislature at Albany, they decided to
send a representative armed with a petition from the
neighborhood to the state senator and assemblyman.
In order to raise the necessary twenty dollars to send
a delegation to Albany for the hearing of the bill, it
was planned to hold a basket-ball game and dance.
Members visited various neighborhood societies to se-
cure signatures to the petition. After the passage of
the bill, the settlement was advised by wire, and a
mass meeting was held to celebrate the victory.

The committee printed thousands of circulars for
distribution informing the community of their new
housing rights, advising them at the same time of the
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name of the proper persons to contact for farti%er in-
formation. Armed with these circulars, the commit-
tee plann\gi another campaign. Young “members of
the settlemiat took circulars home with them, and if
they found their tenements did not comply with the
new laws, they reported the addresses to the settle-
ment. The campaign was thorough and resulted in
numerous telephone calls and “letters. All returns
were reported to the City Tenement House Depart-
ment in the Municipal Building to be investigated.
As inspections were completed, the Tenement De-
partment sent duplicate reports to Stuyvesant House
as evidence of their work. The children on the com-
mittee personally rechecked each report as it came in
from the Municipal Building.

Delegates from mothers’ clubs were invited to one
of the meetings in order to enlist their aid in the sys-
tematic survey of tenement-law violations.

The children decided to hold a rally at Hamilton
Fish Park for the purpose of soliciting federal aid for
New York City housing conditions. The meeting had
been proposed by the Lower East Side Public Hous-
ing Conference, which represents most of the settle-
ments in that locality. To advertise the event, the
children adopted the following procedure:

1. Each member urged his parents to attend the rally.
2. Talks were given to each children’s club in the set-
tlement and to three mothexrs’ clubs. After each address,

”
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a mhﬁeographed plan of rally attendance was given to
cach one in the audience.

3. On the ®aturday previous to the Monday of the
rally, cards were sent to 1,500 members of theettlement,
reminding them of the rally.

Although the committee is in its infancy and is
also a pioneer among settlements in effective housing
work, it is achieving,results. Owners, unwilling to in-
vest money in adequate improvements, are closing
their tenements. Many of these buildings have been
demolished to make way for new housing. Every day,
new fire escapes and other improvements are reported
in the neighborhood.

The real value of the fire-prevention work done by
these East Side children, aside from the valuable les-
sons they themselves learned and the recognition ac-
corded them by the presentation of fire-prevention
medals, is the invaluable service rendered to their
city. Through their activities, these children have
drawn the eyes of those in authority to the dangers in
which they live and have aided materially in bringing
about the passage of laws to guard life in their com-
munity. They are furnishing impetus for the even-
tual removal of tenement buildings. They have made
their families and friends aware of the momentous
danger in which they live and informed them of ways
in which to help themselves.

The public-school pupils of Seattle, Washington,
have made a significant improvement in the safety of
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cities; they travel sixty miles an hour in their Gutomo-
biles; their streets are lined with telephone, electric light,
and power lines; and even the most isolatad farm receives
the lates orlci events over the radio every hour. In Se-
attle alon ete are more than 100,000 automobiles!

Hallowe e} customs are changing to meet modern cons
ditions. While we still hear of pranks causing consider-
able property damage, sometimes injuring people or
causing death, this type of thing is done now only by
that very dumb individual who’cannot tiink of better
things to do on Hallowe'en, and who does not realize
the destruction, suffering, and unpleasantness he is caus-
ing. The modern person of average or superior intelli-
gence knows that destructive, dangerous, or mean Hal-
lowe’en pranks are relics of a past age and not suitable to
our fast-moving, up-to-date civilization.

Things to Avoid on Hallowe’en:

1. Destructive pranks that cause even a slight loss
through the damage or misplacement of property.
There are too many people who need every cent
they have to buy food, clothing, and fuel.

2. Dangerous pranks that might lead either directly or
ndirectly to the injury of one’s self or others.
Sometimes even tricks that seem quite safe may de-
lay a doctor or someone needed very urgently else-
where.

3. Mean, senseless pranks that cause extra work, hard
feeling, or unhappiness. Imagine others doing these
things to you,

Things to Do on Hallowe’en:

1. Jack O’Lanterns, Ghosts, Masks, etc.
2. Hallowe'en Parties.
3. Attend shows, moving pictures, etc.
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4. Serv> refreshments to Hallowe'en fun seeiers when
unsolicited.

5. Helpful prejects for old and helpless people.

6. Make Hallowe'en decorations for the homg

v, Hallowe’en games and stunts.

8. Simple, safe amusing tricks.

President, Student Council.
HALLOWE'EN COMMITTEE

sign the following statement on November first:
DURING THIS HALLOWE'EN SEASON I HAVE ENGAGED IN NO
DESTRUCTIVE, DANGEROUS, OR MEAN HALLOWE'EN PRANKS.

Sign here

Return this slip to your Room Representative on the
morning of November 1, 1935.

The foregoing examples of campaigns to improve
the safety of life and limb in communities are given
to illustrate what children and young people are ac-
tually doing, and not, as stated in the Preface to this
volume, for purposes of emulation. Scores of similar
projects have been reported in this survey, but space
limits the number of illustrations which can be
sketched here. For a more complete list of the projects
which fall into the classification of this chapter, see
the Appendix.



CHAPTER III

YOUTH CONTRIBUTES TO CIVIC BEAUTY

HERE are rich possibilities for projects in the

area of civic beauty—gardening, landscaping,
forestry, public buildings, and community planning.
These areas of endeavor offer opportunities for chil-
dren and youth to exercise their imagination indefi-
nitely, to develop powers of organization and codpera-
tive attacks, and to see the tangible results of such
socially-useful work in the improvement of the com-
munity life,

Garden City is a community of boys and girls, in-
corporated under state laws of Massachusetts and
originated by a public-spirited citizen of Worcester.

The project started with eighty children from the
61
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poorersections of that community. During the twen-
ty-six years ofnits existence, the “city” has had 14,160
Junior Citizens, a majority of whom have majntained
men‘lberships {or several years in succession,/ I he origi-
mator of the project incorporated his youngsters into
a miniature city, each member becoming a Junior
Citizen. They elect their own mayor, city council,
street and water comrﬁissmner, police force, and mem-
bers of the court. The Mayor presides at all meetings.
When their Junior City Council asked for two mem-
bers of the Worcester Police Force to act as superior
officers over their own, the request was granted, and
the Chief of Police formally inducted two of his men
into their posts in the junior organization. Their rec-
ords show that, for ten years, no junior citizen has
committed an offense justifying a trial.

Aside from governing themselves and protecting
their own property, Junior Citizens plant and work
their own gardens. Plots of ground are deeded, and
seeds are supplied by their organization. They learn
to adjust their activities to the moment’s need and to
fight a common danger, such as the Mexican beetle,
with cobperative eflort. They sell their produce to
parents or to any other consumer a Junior Citizen
may find on his own initiative. They are taught that
any remuneration above the market price is “graft.”

The benefits to the children are too obvious to
need mentioning. During the summer of 1933 there
was not a case of sickness among them. They gain in
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health from active life in the open air and sunshine
and from the fresh vegetables they Would otherwise
not hav %They gain in morale from industr y, thrift,
thrill of achievement, and consciousness of nsefulness.
Statistics show that, in sections where garden cities
have been located, juvenile delinquency is at a mini-
mum.

These advantages to the community a1® recognized
each year when representative citizens of the Junior
Garden City are “received” by the Mayor of Worces-
ter and, in Boston, by the Governor of the State,

Somewhat similar to the Junior Citizens are the
Junior Improvement Associations of Fairhaven,
Massachusetts, Membership in the associations is con-
fined to the high schools and the elementary-school
pupils above the fifth grade.

Teachers of the lower grades prepare the way by
encouraging their pupils in helpful activities outside
the school. They use slogans, visual-aid suggestions,
and recognition devices. From the first grade, chil-
dren are made to feel that theirs is an important part
in all that is done. All voluntary deeds of service are
commented upon and recognized, whether done for
family, neighbors, or on the playground. Class slo-
gans, such as “Service Means Helping,” are adopted
and hung in the classrooms. Children find pictures
illustrating these slogans, and cut them out, and
mount them, Drawings and clay modelings are made
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depicting deeds of helpfulness. If a child is seen pick-
ing up papers on the playground, he is commended.
“Clean-up” squads are formed, equipped wigh paper
cap? and armed with pointed sticks. By th€ time the
fifth grade is reached pupils are thus receptive to
ideas of community service and ready to take part in
initiating and carrying out projects of the association.
Their consifleration 8f others is then directed toward
distinctly civic ends. They are taught that a good citi-
zen concerns himself actively with the good of the
community.

These associations are, to some extent, self-govern-
ing pupils’ organizations with their elective commit-
tee taking part in the administrative routine of each
school. Their relation, however, to the larger com-
munity outside the school is especially emphasized.
Meetings are held weekly, and pupils are trained to
conduct them in a parliamentary way, making their
own reports on the various transactions.

The work goes on even during the vacation, for
the children realize that the community they live in is
their unit of society and that its common life does not
cease when the school is closed. Their efforts include:

Clearing snow from sidewalks

Tree census

Public playground work in summer

Clearing tree limbs from streets aftex storm

Taking care of home lawns

Planting trees for shade
Clearing autumn leaves from streets
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Filling washouts in roads

Clearing up empty lots

Cutting down brush in vacant lots

Providgeng bird houses

Destroying moth eggs and cocoons

Removing rotten limbs from trees

Caring for trees

Fighting brush and forest fires

Renovating school property (This includes building a
boardwalk, scraping and enameling ddors, and fin-
ishing desks.)

The following is a typical project in social plan-
ning: Attention of the President of the Junior Im-
provement Association was called to an unsightly lot
prominently located on the main thoroughfare. After
an investigation suggested by him, a committee was
appointed to obtain the owner’s permission to work
on the lot. Another committee was chosen to map out
general requirements; a third, to solicit the aid of the
Selectmen and Street Department, It was decided by
the boys to beautify the lot, as well as clean it. A con-
test was opened for a sketch of the plan, the pupil who
submitted the best drawing to act as supervisor of the
work.

The next step was to find equipment. Money in the
Junior Improvement Association was appropriated to
buy grass seed and shrubs. Refuse was removed; the
Street Department was called upon to cart away
stones, to plow and harrow the ground, and roll it
after the grass seed was planted, An interested neigh-
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bor supplied a hedge. Lilac, forsythia, and hollyhocks
hid an ugly wall. Gay, hardy flowers dotted formerly
bare spaces. A rock garden ran across the lawn. All
thif stimulated the neighbors to improve their own
sproperties. .

As summer approached a schedule for mowing,
weeding, and watering was arranged. The incoming
fall class cofitinued the work.

In order to keep alive the interest of the children
and their sense of responsibility to the neighborhood
throughout the year, a poster hung in the corridor
with projects appropriate to the season. Some of those
which obviously would contribute, directly or in-
directly, to civic beauty and health follow:

Destruction of ragweed

Clearing out gutters for drainage when neglected by
the Street Department

Destroying breeding places of rats and mice

Destroying breeding places of mosquitoes and flies

Being responsible for milk distribution in schools

Selling Red Cross stamps

Encouraging clean-up campaigns in the spring

For two years the Junior Improvement Association
from the fifth to the eighth grades has devoted itself,
during September and October, to the destruction of
the ragweed. The teacher holds up before the chil-
dren a specimen of the weed, asking its name. It is
shown to be ugly and described as growing rapidly.
The suffering and impairment of health it causes
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through hay fever is explained. The class is divided
into squads, and after making sure that np member is
addicted.fo hay fever, the squad is taken on a ﬁg}d
trip. Each squad is assigned an area. To prevent seeds
from being blown away a special room is provided for
the ragweed while it is being collected. Squad cap-
tains compare scores of the amount pulled, making a
contest of it It is burned in a bonfire at a Eommunity
assembly, and a cup is presented to the squad which
has made the best rating.

How eagerly youth responds to the idea of defend-
ing the community against a common menace is
shown in the war on the tent caterpillar by Boy
Scouts of Westchester and Putnam Counties, New
York. The Civic Service Committee, a group of men
interested in promoting service activities, suggested a
crusade against the destroyers of trees which were at-
tacking valuable shade and fruit trees throughout
these counties. The idea was presented through the
Scoutmasters to the boys, numbering one hundred
and sixty, from twelve to fifteen years of age. The
groups were self-managed, doing their own planning
and work after school hours and on holidays and Sat-
urdays.

The egg cluster of the caterpillar is easily flecked
off or the twig broken off without injury to the tree.
These the scouts brought in all types of containers to
the troop meetings where they were counted and re-
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corded. A large table loaded with egg clusters was
exhibited at_the annual meeting of the council in
January. The eggs were then burned to prevept hatch-
ing.

Based upon the United States Department of Agri-
culture estimates, the result of the boys’ work is as
follows:

Egg masses collected ...... e ae e 49,621
Estimated number of worms destroyed ...... 11,072,362
Estimated damage to trees prevented ..........$11,072.

Budget of Hendrick Hudson Boy Scout Council . . . .g,284.
Estimated saving to residents of area over and above

the total cost of administering the Boy Scout pro-

gram ......... e eeaee e .. 1,788,

Foundation for the campaign against the tent cater-
pillar in Putnam County was laid in a small project
called “Our Community.” A class of twentysix pu-
pils made individual booklets of facts uncovered in
their study which grew into bigger, better, and more
useful projects—one of these a tent-caterpillar con-
test announced by the Scout executives of Scarbor-
ough. Prizes were given by the American Legion and
garden clubs for egg masses. Four patrols of eight boys
each were organized, one leader and one assistant
with each patrol. The assistant with the patrol secre-
tary received from each scout reports and collections
which were forwarded to the Scoutmaster. Publicity
for the drive was furnished in a weekly paper. Inter-
est was maintained by correlating the contest with
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the regular hikes, map-making tests, etc. Suitable
prizes in the form of scout equipment and supplies
were gisen to winners.

In the annual war on caterpillars by the Garden
City Scout Troop, Mineola, Long Island, New York,
depredations to shade trees were prevented by the de-
struction of a grand total of 1q1,ooo,oooﬁcaterpillars
slain in eggs or otherwise.

According to Scoutmasters, the benefit of such
projects to the boys was as great as their importance
to the community.

Much the same method was employed in fighting
the tussock moth in Lincoln, Nebraska. School chil-
dren coGperated actively with the Civic Affairs Com-
mittee in a vigorous campaign to protect the city’s
shade trees. The Department of Entomology of the
State University issued bulletins to school children of
all grades and to every householder, explaining the
vital need for such a campaign. Slides showing the
tussock injuring and stripping trees of their foliage
appeared at the local theaters. Brief sketches explain-
ing to the public the best methods of fighting this
pest were published daily in all newspapers. Posters
made by pupils were displayed on bill-boards, in
stores, and other public places.

Boy Scouts and Junior Civic League members were
appointed to make a survey of trees infested by the
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pest, and to put up a red flag reading: ‘““These prem-
ises are infe*g,ted by tussock moths. The eggs of this
1nsect should be gathered and burned in ords to pre-
vent the trees from being killed.” Each child had an
area to cover and was provided with red tags and
pamphlets to inform property owners on the care of
their trees.

Twelve to fifteen bushels of the insect eggs were
gathered by school children during the tussock-moth
campaign. Many householders who had no children
in school but who were interested in the campaign,
collected the eggs from their premises and burned
them in a public bonfire in appreciation of the chil-
dren’s efforts to protect the trees and the beauty of
the city.

Stories and verse about the dreaded pests were
written by the enthusiastic school children among
which was the following:

There was a boy named Johnny Roth
He said he was after the tussock moth.

He looked for his enemy night and day,
He said it was casy, he knew it would pay,

He said every one should do his best,

To help get rid of the troublesome pest,
John worked with zeal, and then said he,
“I] am sure I have saved the life of a tree.”

‘With the universal awakening to the value of trees,
comes the fight against forest fires. In Georgia there
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are approximately 25,000,000 acres of forest land, con-
stituting about two thirds of the area of.the state. Of
this, orff 5,000,000 acres are protected against fire,

In order to’arouse interest in vocational forestry
and to save the state incalcnlable fire loss, a young ~
man who had recently returned {rom a forestry school
undertook to enlist the farmers of his community in
establishing timber fire protection. Most of them
were tenant farmers. For this and other reasons, they
were not responsive. He then called a meeting of the
youth of the neighborhood and explained his ideas—
that of arousing public sentiment against harmful
forest practices. The boys favored the plan at once,
framed a constitution for a vocational forestry club,
and organized a group.

As the first project of the club, a student of the Sale
City High School, in Mitchell County, organized a
demonstration home-forestry project. He, with a
helper, constructed 1,200 yards of fire break in two
twelve-hour days. His timber was bounded on three
sides by cultivated fields and on two by a public
road. On the three field sides, he built fire breaks by
plowing furrows on each side of a strip and burn-
ing the center strip. When the fire breaks were pre-
pared, the community was invited to watch a2 demon-
stration of scientific fire fighting. The club supervised
the demonstration. The fire would not spread over
the fire breaks into the timber lot, but on an adjoin-
ing timber lot not so prepared the fire spread at once.



2 YOUTH SERVES THE COMMUNITY

(\ lad
The demonstration resulted in a great effort through-

out the area_to prevent forest fires through modern
methods.

Trees and their care figure largely in the work of
the Home Beautification Bureau of the Future Farm-
ers of America at Maryville, Missouri. The members
of this burau range’in age from fourteen to twenty-
one. As part of their annual contest, they planned a
campaign of home beautification and improvement,
and asked their adviser to appoint a committee of im-
partial adults to take pictures and notes of all homes
in the community before the contest and again at the
culmination. After the discussion of the problem of
home improvement, the following suggestions were
made:

Keep the grass cut.

Plant shrubs and flowers.

Repair and paint buildings and fences.

Grade and gravel drives and walks.

Name the farm and erect signs bearing the name.
Keep weeds mowed around lots and buildings.
Prune and mend trees.

Set out shade trees.

Plant hedges.

Remove rubbish.

Repair gates,

Each boy took stock of his own premises and, find-
ing what resources were at his command, enlisted the
cadperation of his parents. They studied the possibili-
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ties of beautification at a small expenditure. The
“clean-up” came first with the removal of rubbish and
the cuwing of giass and weeds. Some of the boys
scoured the woods for ornamental shrubs and shade
trees, discovering varieties unknown to them. They
observed each other and consulted experienced farm-
ers. Their activities attracted much attention in the
neighborhood. In many instances, neighbgrs contrib-
uted seeds, bulbs, cuttings, and implements. One of
the discoveries made by the boys which immediately
came into common use was the fact that the ordinary
buckbrush made an effective hedge. Hedges of this
brush soon became the fashion, replacing broken-
down fences and adding a note of seclusion and in-
terest to the whole area.

Despite the keen rivalry among the boys, friendli-
ness prevailed among them when the judges made the
difficult decision. This was in part attributable to
their strong sense of codperation.

Neglected lawns and a general run-down appear-
ance of the homes were factors leading to the estab-
lishment of the South Jersey Garden Club at Egg
Harbor, New Jersey. Upon the suggestion of the in-
structor of vocational agriculture, the young people
took a direct part in initiating this garden club. To
introduce the idea, a committee of the Parent-Teach-
ers Association visited the classrooms and invited the
studefits to a group meeting, At this meeting, the
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young people planned a campaign for city beautifica-
tion to begin with gardens at their own homes. For
thé'ee years they have grown flowers and vgZetables
for exhibition at their show in September, where
prizes are awarded in each class. The effect on the
community has been marked, for the grounds around
most of thg houses and schools now have attractively
cultivated gardens. -

At the request of the citizens of Egg Harbor, the
club has been prolonged from year to year as evidence
of its practical value, The interest of the pupils has
increased steadily, as recognition of their efforts has
come to them. The club began with 150 children.
It now has 210 members, ranging in age from nine to
sixteen, and it includes pupils from the fourth grade
through high school.

In the beginning there were difficulties because of
lack of funds and a leader with enough time to devote
to supervision and visits to club members throughout
the summer. The success of the project has partially
overcome these difficulties.

A rather different incentive was felt by the Camp
Fire Girls of Sherman, Texas, when they organized a
community garden to supply cut flowers to invalids.
Ten girls under the direction of a leader chose a
plot thirty feet by eight feet on the grounds of a local
church. Dividing into committees they cleared and
raked the space, using the stones for their border, and
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spaded the earth to a depth of twelve inches. I—faving
consulted a florist who advised them to specialize in
a few ®arieties, the girls planted seed which wvogld
grow easily and make a colorful garden. )

In a dry climate with no watering hose, the girls
were obliged to carry water to their garden in buck-
ets. When the seeds came up, committegg, took care
of thinning, cultivating, and transplanting. Rotation
planting kept the garden bright and supplied the
church as well as the invalids with flowers until
winter.

The project was so successful and helpful that the
church made the project a permanent one for the
girls, using the garden as a constant source of supply
of cut flowers.

How flower gardens may serve both gardeners and
communities in many ways is shown in the contest
between five schools to stimulate interest in school
grounds of the communities of Albemarle County,
Virginia, in a project called Beautification of School
Grounds. The “competition brought splendid results
in codperation and accomplishment,” says its sponsor.

The Cismont School had a cleaning-up day each
spring and again in the fall. Even the first graders
took part. The yard was raked and cleared of trash,
and the school walk gravelled. Rambler roses were
planted along the fences. Cedars, a box hedge, and
iris bulbs were planted and a flagpole reset to better
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advantage. A neighbor loaned a plow, and the boys,
using a horsg that had been driven to school by one
of the pupils, plowed a wide furrow along thevgravel
walk. This furrow was filled with rich soil by another
company of workers, and violets were then planted.
The boys later tore down an old stable, improving
their baseball field and getting lumber with which
they built a much-néeded tool house. For the install-
ment of the playground equipment, the children
raised seventy-five dollars.

Oak Hill school children formed a Junior League.
The members worked together to improve the school
grounds. They placed outbuildings in better positions,
and screened unsightly ones with vines and shrubs.
They cleared a bank in front of the school-house and
planted it with grass and shrubs.

At the Bethel School, in addition to clearing the
school grounds and planting flowers and trees, the
young people moved the outbuildings to less conspic-
uous positions, screening them with shrubbery, They
also built interesting bird houses, bird baths, and feed-
ing stands. They constructed seesaws, and swings for
their use.

The Edgewood School was more ambitious. The
young people here improved the approach to the
school by clearing the road and planting shrubs and
iris on either side of the gateway. Formal rose beds
were made, and a bird sanctuary was built. Young
maples were grouped in several places. The boys also



CIVIC BEAUTY 9

whitewashed the outbuildings, built new séesaws and
swings, and cleared the playground for greater space.

In e North Garden School, the boys and gitls
whitewashed the buildings and the stones outlining the
walk. They built a bird sanctuary and feeding shelves.
They gave attention to the interior of the school-house
as well, cleaning it during the winter mon.ths They
added a reading table, chairs, flower bowls a fish bowl,
and bird-cage to brighten their school home.

In these rural schools the whole community gained
in attractiveness and value as a result of youth'’s inter-
est in and efforts toward civic beauty.

The initiative shown by children in making their
schools and homes more attractive is described in the
report of Flomaton, Alabama, and St. Cloud, Florida,

The fourth- and sixth-grade pupils of the grammar
school at Flomaton, Alabama, were dissatisfied with the
unattractive school grounds and drew a plan to scale
for landscaping. When it was completed to their satis-
faction, they presented it to the county demonstrator
in charge of this work. As no money was available, they
dug up shrubs in the woods, baled and burlapped
them, and planted them in the ground according to
their design, thus adding beauty to the school and
community,

At St. Cloud, Florida, the suggestion came from the
teacher and twenty-five members of the Future Farm-
ers Club to landscape the homes and the school
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grounds. The boys visited neighboring schools to
study the improvements already made. Soon individ-
ugl members were pruning shrubs and trees, pfanting
and fertilizing their home grounds, and suggesting,
on their own responsibility, improvements in public
property. The teachers aided with advice and with
occasionalrtalks on the benefit of the project to the
Commumty The boys increasingly took part in the
discussions. This beautification project has become a
continuous one, growing in scope until, at the pres-
ent time, much of December and January are spent
in planting shrubs and trees. In addition, the boys
are planning a codperative ornamental nursery in
which plants will be raised for beautifying the entire
cominunity.

A project improving the safety as well as civic beauty
was initiated and carried on by high-school pupils
when they concentrated on landscaping a dangerous
crossing at West Springfield, Massachusetts. Accord-
ing to their yearly program of work, the West Spring-
field chapter of Future Farmeis of America “shall per-
form one act beneficial to the community.”

A group of twenty-seven boys chose a task typical of
the work of Future Farmers throughout America—the
beautifying of an unsightly and dangerous corner at an
Important intersection of their town. A committee,
appointed by the group’s leader, approached the town’s
officials who were immediately interested and re-
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quested that the boys submit a plan. The project be-
came class discussion and research in the high-school
work ifragriculture. Plans for landscaping were drawn
in class, and the best plan was submitted to the Park
Board and Selectmen. This plan was promptly ap-
proved. Tools and transportation to and from work
were supplied by the Street Department. "

Twenty-seven boys between the ages of fourteen
and nineteen, were at some time engaged in renovat-
ing this corner. They offered their services in one-
and-a-half hour periods. It was estimated that poo
hours were consumed in the project. The plan devel-
oped easily. Every one was busy, and each boy had a
clear picture of the goal in mind. Enthusiasm devel-
oped as the service to the community was able to show
more tangible evidence.

The lot became a place of beauty. Traffic dangers
from blind crossings were minimized. The group won
second place and a prize in the Springfield Union
highway-beautification contest.

In the efforts of the school children of Kalamazoo,
Michigan, in protecting and beautifying a corner
school lot, there is also an element of safety as well as
beautification. The grounds of the Buckhout School,
an unfenced corner lot, were used by motorists and
wagon drivers as a short cut. This traffic was not only
defacing the grounds but it was dangerous. The chil-
dren resented this carelessness and built a rustic fence
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in an atte?npt to beautify the corner and discourage
heedless drivers. During the summer vacation, how-
exer, the fence was torn down and the children®flower
beds were driven over and destroyed. This so incensed
them that they appointed a committee to consult one
of the professors of Western State College, who in turn
took the'guery to a member of the faculty of Michigan
State Agricultural College. Then, the children, their
parents, the school board, and teacher discussed the
situation and decided to protect and landscape the
grounds. The entire community codperated with the
school in bringing stones to build a more durable
fence. When approached, parents gladly donated
flowers, bulbs, and seeds. Two boys, borrowing their
father's truck, volunteered to bring rich soil from the
swamp. The spirit of the project was contagious, and
such work is growing in importance in this commu-
nity.

Though no wide corners with possibilities for flower
beds, shrubs, and trees offer themselves in the city,
children’s innate sense of order and beauty can always
find some expression. This was demonstrated in New
York City by the pupils of Washington Irving High
School who were asked to make a study of things that
defaced the city. This survey included such items as
dirty sidewalks, water tanks on roofs, and garish bill-
boards. The pupils recommended the eventual elim-
ination of the unsightly things, and in the meantime
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they advocated beautifying features such as shiade trees,
landscaped boulevards, clean streets, prgvisions for
refuse,”nd educational bill-boards.

Real constructive ability and a pioneering instinct
moved a few girls in the remote farming community of
Hickman, California, to establish a communjty center.
In the town there was little opportunity for wholesome
recreation or social activity, so a 4-H Club was formed.
This was composed, at the outset, of {ifteen girls averag-
ing thirteen years of age. The only place that could be
used for meetings was the school-house. The girls felt
keenly the community need for a social center. A num-
ber of suggestions were canvassed and, finally, they de-
cided to begin with a Sunday school.

The question of location arose. Their choice lay
between building a hall and renovating an abandoned
forty-year-ald church. The girls saw no way of obtain-
ing the money to build, so the 4-H Club dispossessed
the tenants of the old church (owls, woodpeckers, and
bees) and spent their Saturdays cleaning the building,
mending the roof, and whitewashing the walls. A dis-
carded organ was put into working order by three vig-
orous girls who applied themselves industriously with
needles, thread, glue, hammer, and nails. With these
renovations completed and the advent of milder
weather, the club, by now considerably enlarged, had
its first meeting in the new club room. The girls
brought their mothers with them. Until then, meetings
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had been*held in the homes of members. Thus, the
parents saw, at first hand, the value of collective effort
$ a result of the codperation of their daughtsrs, and
themselves felt a new interest in the common welfare.
At about this time there was found to be a mortgage
on the property. Payment was called for, and, not re-
ceiving rt%the mortgagee decided to sell the building
to a wrecker for forfy dollars. This aroused the indig-
nation of the girls who had done so much toward creat-
ing a social center. They started a campaign to save
the building, and collected fifty dollars in donations
which ranged from fifteen cents to five dollars. The
property, after all, was found to belong to the people
of the town, and the mortgage was made a gift to the
club upon the payment of some small additional
charges due. These were met by a gift of $100 which
had been donated for the building ot a new room, by a
man who had become interested in the work of the
girls, and who believed in its value to the community.
The older girls volunteered their services as teachers
in the Sunday school. The attendance increased stead-
ily, reaching an average of over thirty, and an ordained,
clergyman was persuaded to take charge of the church
services. Further repairs were made and decorations
put on building, grounds, and furniture. An adult
class was organized, and the church, while preserving
certain autonomy, became affiliated with the Presby-
terian Church.
One of the older 4-H Club girls is grooming younger



CIVIC BEAUTY 83
“

members of the club for future Ieadershil:f( to insure
continuance of the work, but she warns against a proj-
ect in %hich the leader assumes too much work. She
considers that the greatest difficulty encountered was
lack of community consciousness in the population,
and especially among the parents.

In another small high school, the pupils did not la-
bor under the disadvantages of the girls in Hickman.
The high school at Bruno, Arkansas, was granted an
agricultural department which was partially supported
by federal funds provided by the Smith-Hughes Act.
However, the agricultural students soon found that the
one room assigned to them was insufficient in size and
equipment.

Realizing how limited were the funds of the com-
munity, the boys suggested constructing a shop for
themselves. The instructor recognized the educational
and social value of the project, and plans were laid {or
carrying it out. The group, then numbering fifteen
boys from the seventh to ninth grades, inclusive, was
divided into committees. Their first steps consisted of
correspondence with the State Department of Educa-
tion for building plans in order to estimate the mate-
rials for which money would be required. Next, they
set out to obtain an appropriation from the Board of
Education to cover the cost. The school board agreed
to furnish money for roofing material, hardware, ce-
ment for foundations, doors, and windows. With the
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building plans, and promises of needed money and
some of the materials, the boys secured permission
&om their parents and neighbors to cut trees #3r lum-
ber, and use teams and implements. .

The instructor gave no detailed directions, making
suggestions only when appealed to for advice. Com-
menting an the project, he says:

Alter recciving favorable answers to their requests, the
boys went cheerfully to the hillsides. They cut and hauled
logs to a sawmill, brought the lumber and constructed
the first building in Arkansas under the Smuth-Hughes
Act. Although various commuttees had been formed, each
boy had a part in every phase of the work. Everything
from laying the concrete foundation to the finishing coat
of pamnt was the work of “Smith Hughes’ boys.”

Encouraged by their success, many of the same boys,
with others added to the group, undertook a more am-
bitious building project. This new group of twenty-
seven boys ranged [rom fourteen to twenty-one years
of age. Their undertaking resulted from the need of
the Home Economics Department for more space and .
equipment, and the idea that the school and commu-
nity would benefit by extensive recreation space. A
building, which was to be of cobblestones and cement,
was planned by the students themselves.

Obtaining funds for building so elaborate a struc-
ture was much more difficult than securing funds and
materials for the building of the shop. The boys organ-
ized themselves into a building association and ac-
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quired from the school board a ninety-nin€-year lease
on the building site, with the understanding that the
associdiion should have charge of the building unfd
the material costs were paid. They then called a meet-
ing of local farmers and tradespeople to secure finan-
cial assistance by selling stock in the building.

Here a problem arose. There was a grett deal of
protest from elderly people against the expenditure of
what seemed a large sum of money. They teared that
the “Community Hall” might be demoralizing to the
young people. In spite of all obstacles, the needed ma-
terial was soon obtained, and the boys were hauling
rocks from farms. The supervision, as well as the actual
building, was done by them, and the same system was
used as in building the workshop.

The completed building contained the needed
rooms for the Home-Economics Department, an ath-
letic room, a stage with dressing rooms, a large audi-
torium, a basket-ball court, and equipment for tennis
and volley ball.

General criticism of the project was that it proved a
Jarger undertaking than at first supposed, and it was
sometimes difficult to keep interest and enthusiasm
high when the project seemed long in completion, It
was considered, however, the best project of its kind in
the State, and the instructor declared, *“The value to
the community can hardly be estimated.”

In addition to the interest manifested in building
trades, the acquisition of techniques, experience in
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organizing® etc., there is evidence that these projects
determinedgdefinite vocations for the hoys. So great
was the enthusiasm for the responsibility and e par-
ticipation in constructive work that everybody in the
school was enrolled in the agricultural class. One of the
boys who participated actively in the work is now
teaching agriculture under the Smith-Hughes Act.

No building is a usable building unless it is serviced.
The problem of servicing a four-story building was
attacked by Boy Scouts in New York City. In a dingy
neighborhood of Harlem, near a railroad station, it
became necessary to do something about a four-story
building used by Boy Scouts as headquarters for meet-
ings and recreation. In it they received parents and
friends, as well as visitors, many of whom were prom-
inent in social and civic affairs. Here, too, parents’
groups, without funds or resources of their own, found
space for meeting.

There was little janitor service, so it was not enough
that the scouts be taught to leave equipment as they
found it. Meetings of adult groups invariably left cig-
arette butts and papers around, and chairs out of
order.

At the same time, another problem confronted the
director of the building. Though the younger boys
tended to remain interested in scouting, there was a
tendency on the part of the older boys to look for
something else besides their meetings to keep them in-
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tevested. A “Service Squad” was introducea which is,
perhaps, unique. The duty of the ServicesSquad, was,
and still is, to run the byilding and service it. Thesa
picked boys were chosen according to age, ability,
knewledge, and the examples they pyovided for others
to follow. They were to have certain responsibilities
and were to be used as an emergency unit inthe event
that a situation requiring their services arose. Any boy
might qualify for membership if he could meet the
necessary Tequirements.

The director of the building explained that military
terms were used for the various ranks on the squad
simply because it thrilled the boys to have them used.
A boy on the squad might advance through the follow-
ing ranks as he attained the necessary qualifications for
the position:

and Class Private ™
15t Class Private
Corporal

Sergeant

end Lieutenant

15t Lieutenant
Captain

The Scoutmasters of troops meeting in the building
formed part of the actual membership of the squad.
This made for democratic management, provided the
boys with incentive, and kept the Scoutmasters in close
touch with them thus enabling them accurately to
evaluate the work. The scouts entered into the manual
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labor of tht task with zest, spurred on by the fact that
the leaders gid not shirk similar duties. One of them
Ibgasted of having laundered the only curtains.

In the care of the building, each boy had one night's
duty a week. He was to arrive at seven, clear the place
for the early evening activities, and remain on duty
throughoWt the evening. On the night when the Survey
Committee visited the building, there were seven boys
and one adult in charge. This squad cleaned and in-
spected the rooms for the meetings, had a half hour’s
recreation, and a brief drill and inspection. One boy
had charge of records and attendance; another waited
at the Director’s door for eirands; two received guests;
another gave information. They showed special pride
in a room assigned for the exclusive use of the squad.
The boys kept the keys to this room and had decorated
it themselves.

There was a high morale throughout the squad. A
detailed drawing for building improvement and dec-
oration awaiting necessary funds gave proof of the
boys’ interest. A specially designed insignia was used to
stimulate their pride in belonging to the squad, and
brief drills for posture and neatness assisted in keeping
up their appearance.

Soon after the creation of this squad the Pan-
American Society sent a request for scouts to act as
ushers ina demonstration. The Service Squad was used
as a unit. On one occasion, they assisted at a memorial
service, and on another occasion, at a bridge tourna-
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ment. The work done by individual memMrs, such as
saving people from asphyxiation by detectng the smell
of gas”in a residential building and acting promptly
and courageously in the emergency, had the nature of
adyenture.

The director places first in value the success of the
squad in overcoming racial prejudices by"the min-
ghing of all types of boys on the sc'luad and through the
area. The “gang” menace has been reduced. Habits
and standards of neatness are being formed which are
being carried over into the homes. Some of the boys
are looking forward to a permanent career in the Boy
Scout Organization, which lends meaning and incen-
tive to their activities.

Another group of children in a crowded East Side
section of the same city combined to meet the need
of their neighborhood by making a children’s play-
ground.

Twenty-five vacation-school pupils, nine to twelve
years of age, met in a back room of the settlement
house of the Church of All Nations. The sunless room
looked out on a small cement court in which they
longed to play. The court was filled with refuse thrown
from the tenements above. Remembering that a group
like theirs had made a similar place into a playground,
they obtained from their adult leader permission to
try to duplicate this feat,

“The Workers,"” as they named themselyes, cleared
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the court Ind whitewashed its walls. Miniature tables,
benches, arfgl chairs were constructed from discarded
wyates; flower boxes, made from remnants of wood
and painted red and green, were placed along the
walls. The result so delighted the children that they
invited all settlement members to a “court-warming
party.” "EBhe visitors'were asked to suggest one game
for the entire group, Entertainment was furnished by
a member who played his harmonica, “Lollipops were
served.”

Fach morning, however, they found their play-
ground littered with garbage. After repeated efforts to
keep it clean, the children protested. A folder was dis-
tributed to all apaitments opening on the court. Its
cover showed a woman throwing garbage from a win-
dow, and the inside leaf requested housekeepers to re-
frain from this practice which destroyed the children’s
play place and spread disease. Colorful posters were
put in conspicuous places. Such offenders as remained
were called upon personally by the children. Scon a
clean, attractive court greeted the children each morn-
ing. A real spirit of community interest developed in
the children as they carried on this enterprise, and the
neighborhood gained in civic consciocusness and con-
sideration for others.

In another situation children took the lead in reduc-
ing danger from automobiles and motor congestion by
their plan for automobile parking. As a result of the
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inconveniences suflered by the children an4 their par-
ents in finding parking space, the Tappan 7unior High
School of Ann Arbor suggested a local survey and the
creation of a city parking plan with the purpose of
“participating actively in community affairs.”

The seventh-grade children, thirteen and fourteen
years of age, were studying local government? On their
invitation the Mayor came and discussed with them
the city’s organization, explaining the function of the
various departments. He invited them to a meeting of
the Common Gouncil and encouraged their participa-
tion in civic affairs. In class next day, the children dis-
cussed the city’s needs and decided upon their parking
survey, which they planned and subsequently carried
out.

The class was divided into six groups, from two to
six in each group. Membership in the groups was vol-
untary. One group of three boys attended regularly
the meetings of the Common Council, reporting its
transactions. Other groups secured permission from
the authorities to inspect certain areas. They obtained
definite information as to location and size of vacant
lots, size of buildings, ownership of property, accessi-
bility, zoning regulation, points of traffic congestion
and parking difficulties, and from these facts tried to
ascertain the best use of the land.

After discussion, the class drew up plans and recom-
mendations for parking areas. These were edited by
the English teacher, thus bringing her into the proj-
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ect. Wheroffered to the local newspaper, the article
was printe® without change with several paragraphs
if commendation by the editor. Two weeks 1fter the
leading city paper approved the idea and reported a
meeting of the Common Council which recommended
tearing down one of the buildings condemned by the
children Wind making the property into a parking area.
Unfortunately, no machinery was ever provided by
the city authorities to accomplish this plan of the
council.

Preservation of forests and reforestation has been
undertaken by the 4-H Forestry Club in Santa Ana,
California. A group of boys, some of them 4-H Glub
members and others Boy Scouts, determined to see
what they could do to protect the forests of their dis-
trict from fire, and start new forest growth. Upon ap-
plication to the town authorities a plot of ground was
given them and a community project staited. A three-
acre piece of land was assigned to the boys at Irvine
Park, a public recreation ground of Orange County.

The preliminary work was started. The ground was
rather difficalt to clear of brush, but by the time the
work was finished, the boys had become experts in
land-clearing and “safe” burning, After the land was
prepared, the California State Nursery at Devil’s Can-
yon allotted 500 young trees to the club. The trees
were planted, and although the season was dry and
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many died, some of themn made a good staf, and the
boys were encouraged to carry on. ,

Profifing by this experience, members of the Forr
estry Club put the ground in better shape during the
following winter, replaced dead trees, and planted ad-
ditional ones.

When the trees are large enough, the clul? plans to
install tables, benches, and other picnic paraphernalia.
The grove created will then become available for so-
cial recreation of the community.

The membership of the club is limited to twenty-
five boys between the ages of fourteen and twenty, in-
clusive. A rigid, self-discipline is in force. The meet-
ings are conducted by the boys themselves and are di-
versified from time to time Dby special speakers and
films dealing with forestry.

Monthly trips and hikes are conducted, and, in the
summer, four or five days are spent in the club’s sum-
mer camp in the San Bernardino Mountains.

The outstanding difficulty in the normal develop-
ment of the club’s growth lies primarily in the lack of
means of transportation and communication, which
are most important as the boys are widely scattered on
farms, and very few have telephones. This problem
was especially acute during the building of the recrea-
tional grove at Irvine Park, the most socially valuable
work of the club.

The district is giving the club not only its moral
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support bt even, at times, its material support. The
club has ashirance that, in the near {uture, it will be
Mble to secure plots in the mountains and make'timber
grow in places which are now barren. Thus, in addi-
tion to developing their chosen hobby, the boys will
be able to add materially to the most important com-
munity deeds, those of reforestation, fire prevention,
and recreational facilities.
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CHAPTER IV

YOUTH CONTRIBUTES TO COMMUNITY
HEALTH

HE contribution of youth to the improvement of
health is as important to the community as their
work in the guarding of life and limb. Young people
in many localities are seeking out conditions in their
neighborhoods that are detrimental to health. They
are probing for causes and finding solutions to the
problems of prevention and cure. With the encourage-
ment of adults, they are energetically attacking men-
aces to local health, and real civic improvement has
been the result.

The shortage of shower facilities due to lack of play-
grounds on the lower East Side of New York, led the
children of one neighborhood to help themselves to

95
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the use of the hydrant water for this purpose. Don-
ning torn Hlothes or worn bathing suits, they turned

%he valve and stood in the gushing stream. Hardly had
the cool water touched their sweltering bodies, when
a sanitation inspector, known to them only as “Mike,”
quickly cut off the water. The children turned it on
again, with the same result.

Fired by the injt,;stice of this treatment, the young-
sters, still in their drenched and picturesque apparel,
armed with hastily constructed placards inscribed
“pownN WITiH MIKE” and "“WE WANT MIKE TO RESIGN,”
marched to the district Office of Sanitation. Some of
the smaller hotheads of the group drove home their
demands with a barrage of vegetables.

Their intense indignation attracted the attention of
the city-wide press, as well as of the city administra-
tion. Street showers were promptly installed. What this
children’s project lacked in finesse, it gained in results.
The project is merely repeated as an illustration of
direct results actually achieved by children.

In the latter part of the summer of 1934, the new
city administration of New York closed some of the
streets to traffic and opened them as playgrounds.
Emergency-relief employees were installed as recrea-
tional directors for the children of the various neigh-
borhoods.

Washington Irving High School, New York City,
offers an example of a successful sanitation project in-
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corporated in the civics course. Students are first given
the assignment of looking over their owy ‘tenement
and neighborhood for evidences of bad sanitation..”
They are then taught how to formulate a letter of com-
plaint to city or state officials suggesting corrections.
If prompt attention is not secured, a follow-up letter
is sent. The school paper publishes accounts of the ex-
periences encountered by students. The following are
examples of such experiences:

Last month I noticed that, for a few days in succession,
the garbage and ash cans were not being emptied. They
stood in front of the house in a mess. I noticed this hap-
pened all along the block. I decided to watch for the gar-
bage man and ask him why the garbage on our street was
so seldom collected. He told me to mind my business. I
showed him a letter addressed to the Sireet Cleaning
Department and told him that if he did not come around
more often, I would report him. You may be sure he
comes every day now and not every two or three days.

Another student who lives in Brooklyn noticed the
flooded cellars and lack of sewers in her neighbor-
hood. Upon the advice of her teacher, she wrote to
the Borough President and received a reply enclosing
a petition blank to be returned, signed by the property
owners of the vicinity. She secured the signatures of
nearly all the property holders and returned the form
to Borough Hall. Less than six weeks later, work on
the district sewer system was in progress,

The Director of the Bureau of Public Health Edu-
cation of New York City furnished the inspiration for
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another Iyealth program when he sent the school a
quantity & pamphlets on rules and suggestions for
tpublic health. He was particularly eager to have these
reach the homes and shops of the neighborhood. Each
pupil was given a pamphlet which she was required to
read and study before passing it on to some one else.
She wa¢ told that, unless tact and persuasion were
used, the pamphlet}msscd on by her would be thrown
aside unread. The girls were required to report what
became of their booklets. Worth-while efforts or re-
sults were commended. One girl upon being asked
what she had done with her leaflet, said: “I took my
leaflet to the delicatessen man. He doesn’t speak Eng-
lish so I translated it for him into Yiddish.” Another
girl related,

I took my leaflet to my grocer at a time when I knew
he wouldn't be very busy and told him how he should
keep his store if he wanted to live up to the law. We went
through the leaflet together, checked the requirements
ol the law and found he had some shelves toc near the
floor. He changed them willingly, seeming very grateful
for the health-law information I had given him.

Through these campaigns, the girls not only learned
the health laws themselves but spread the information
in their district.

In 2 city as large as New York, personal health is in
continual danger. The city Department of Sanitation,
with the active support of the Board of Education,
has established Clean City Leagues in all the public
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schools. The purpose of the organizationf‘is to com-
bat insanitary conditions. Cleanliness is tae byword.
Streets, parks, schools, and homes are taken under its”
supervision. Through its boy and girl members, it ap-
peals to all citizens for aid in improving the health
conditions of the city.

Each school has an individual uynity. A teacher acts
as director; all pupils, as members. The latter take
a pledge of personal and community cleanliness. In
each class, one or more delegates are chosen to repre-
sent the members. They elect officers in the club.
When elected, the president, subject to the approval
of the director, appoints a Sanitary Committee, a
Health Committee, and a Fire-Prevention Committee,
members of which are called “inspectors.”

The Sanitary Gommittee is responsible for the ap-
pearance of classrooms, balls, stairways, and play-
grounds. The Health Inspectors deal with cleanliness
in homes, and in the streets and parks of the vicinity.
The Fire-Prevention Inspectors urge the clearing of
fire escapes and discourage breaking glass or building
bonfires in the streets.

Inspectors submit written reports to the directors
of their divisions. To impress the children with the
importance of the service, the Department of Sanita-
tion provides personal pledge cards to be signed by the
members. It also presents badges to the officers and
inspectors. The department encourages the interest
of the children by having them design posters which



100 YOUTH SERVES THE COMMUNITY
[ Y

are evalugted in a contest to select the best ones.
Those chosen are printed in bright colors and used to
®decorate the walls of the school.

“Pep talks” on cleanliness are delivered in the
schools to stimulate the cobperation of the children.
Campaigns are organized for the general clean-up of
their pa'rticular neighborhood. Uncovered garbage
cans that attract flies and bugs and spread disease, lit-
ter lying in the gutters and on the sidewalks, and the
haphazard disposal of worn-out articles through the
nearest window are all listed in their complaints. The
concern of the children in any neighborhood for the
general welfare always arouses a sympathetic interest
in their elders. Not only do these children preach the
doctrines which they are taught in school, but they
practise them, They feel a responsibility to their com-
munity. No longer are bonfires built in their streets.
In some instances, during snow-storms, children have
even organized squads to prevent accidents from flying
snowballs. They keep their school yards and class-
rooms tidy. They carry their campaign directly into
their homes by cleaning fire escapes and cellars.

In Dorland Bell School, a boarding school at Hot
Springs, North Carolina, many of the pupils in resi-
dence come from mountain homes where modern con-
veniences are unknown. The curriculum of the school
stresses practical home needs and tries to instill in the
pupils a spirit of community codperation. Much of
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the instruction is carried on through schoel projects.
One of the extracurricular societies is the .'oung Peo-
ples’ Christian League, and it was through the activity“(
of this group that a clean-up campaign was conducted.

Believing that they could render service to the com-
munity through organizing a movement of this sort,
the young people appointed a committee anid called
on the Mayor and Board of Aldermen to ask permis-
sion to carry out their project. Permission was granted,
and the Mayor issued a proclamation announcing a
certain week as the clean-up period. He also arranged
for a truck to gather refuse from all houses and
stores.

Town organizations aided the children in their
work. A feeling of codperation between the children
and the town was aroused. The town newspaper ad-
vertised the idea, and the editor volunteered to act
as leader of the project.

The campaign was a great success. The town was
a much healthier one as a result, and when return-
ing to their mountain homes, the Dorland Bell girls
took with them the idea of conducting similar projects
of community service.

The increasing smoke nuisance in the city of Lin-
coln, Nebraska, grew to be one of the major problems
challenging the attention of the Junior Citizen
League for consideration and.possible solution. The
idea of a smoke-abatement campaign came from the
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teachers oﬁ‘t”he public schools who presented it to the
pupils as a‘worth-while project to undertake. The im-
portance of this work was readily grasped by the stu-
dents who, without loss of time, organized themselves
into groups throughout the city to make a survey of
the nuisance at different hours of the day. The re-
sults of the survey Jwere placed in the hands of the
Chamber of Commerce. This body, in turn, appointed
a committee to [ollow up the survey and lend the
pupils all possible assistance. Definite and valuable in-
formation was obtained as to how other cities had
dealt with the problem. Ways and means were pro-
posed to overcome the difficulty in Lincoln. The pu-
pils visited prominent citizens, who owned buildings,
to enlist their coperation. When their parents were
also owners of buildings, they sought their codpera-
tion also. Finally, a very active city-wide campaign
was launched to instruct the citizens regarding the ad-
vantages of smoke abatement.

The report from Lincoln indicates that the results
have been most gratifying, for the smoke nuisance is
no longer considered a problem in the city, Encour-
aged by the results of this project, the pupils immedi-
ately turned their attention to other worth-while ac-
tivities, such as clean-up, fire prevention, and public
safety campaigns.

Another major requirement of health is adequate
and appropriate clothing. In Iowa City, the children

L
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of the University Elementary School are doing their
best to care for less fortunate children by ‘providing
clothing and play material through the Juvenile
Home, a local institution where children may be
looked after for a limited period of time. In the home
are boys and girls whose parents’ divorces are pending
in the courts, children awaiting placement ih a state
orphanage, others whose mothers are left widowed
and destitute, and deserted children. There are usu-
ally twenty or thirty similar cases. The bare necessi-
ties of these children are supplied by county super-
visors. Local groups also take an interest in their
welfare.

Some years ago, the need of clothing for the chil-
dren in the home became acute. The matron appealed
to the boys and girls of the elementary school, stating
that the shortage of suitable apparel was making it
impossible for the older children to attend school.
The children’s measurements were given, and the
sixth grade of the school was urged to help them.

The class met and decided that the best plan would
he to write notices to the other grades requesting
donations and stating where to bring them. A commit-
tee was assigned to sort the contributions. Dresses for
girls were put in one pile; boys’ suits, in another. Caps,
shoes, underclothing, stockings, and coats were in five
other piles.

After labelling and boxing all they had collected,
the principal of the school and a few of the older boys
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delivered gthe packages. The matron of the home
thanked tltem, and showed them through the build-
ing. When they returned to school, the boys wrote a
letter to each grade on the results of the project and
gave the school an interesting talk on the hame.
Their interest thus aroused, the children have contin-
ued the work through the years.

The value of this project to the community is sub-
stantial: the children of the home are clothed; the
school children, through their personal interest in a
civic problem, are developing a sense of social respon-
sibility. Those in charge of this project warn, how-
ever, against the “holier than thou" attitude children
so easily develop in this type of social work.

Good food and a well-balanced diet are other requi-
sites to health. In response to many requests for low
priced diets, the Health Council of San Diego, Cali-
fornia, suggested that the nutrition class of the high
school undertake a solution of the problem. The class
accepted the responsibility, They decided to make a
thorough study of economy in the planning and buy-
ing of balanced low-cost menus.

The head of the school health department acted as
leader, but the work was carried ont largely by the
pupils themselves. Students volunteered to cover vari-
ous phases of the work. Some visited hospitals, some
clinics, some nurseries, and some other public institu-
tions. This phase of the work introduced the students



COMMUNITY HEALTH 105

-

to the scientific aspect of the problem. To study the
financial end, they visited the markets to {familiarize
themselves with the quality and price of food. From
time to time, the students acquainted the class with
the, results of their research. When figures and re-
sults had been checked for accuracy, the data were
turned over to the Community Chest for publication.
Two pamphlets covering their findings were printed.
One contained monthly grocery lists showing the cal-
oric value of different kinds of foods, tables showing
the amount needed per individual, the tvotal amount
necessary for various sized families, and the cost. The
students restricted the diets to the least expensive
foods. The other pamphlet contained charts with
menus for the four weeks of the month. The food
charts and menus received wide circulation and re-
sulted in less expensive and better balanced meals for
average-income families,

The problem of planning adequate meals on a min-
imum budget was handled at the Girls’ Grade School
of West Springfield, Massachusetts, in the same man-
ner as the preceding project, with the additional fea-
ture of a demonstration of the findings to the com-
munity. “Open House Day” was held at the school,
and invitations were issued to the community. A list
of twenty-one weekly menus was printed and distrib-
uted among the guests. This demonstration included
the cooking of a model meal by the girls. The com-

~
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munity responded by accepting the menus, and the
town council adopted the lists for the use of its relief
"bureau. Better health and food of a higher nutritive
value were the results of this study.

Preventive activity is, after all, the most sensible of
all health work. Elimination of the causes of disease
is a decided step in the right direction, The work of
the Junior Improvement League at Fairhaven, Massa-
chusetts, in destroying ragweed, clearing gutters, and
destroying the breeding places of rats and mice, mos-
quitoes, and flies has already been mentioned in
Chapter III. In Alaska, a school campaign was con-
ducted against tuberculosis which resulted in codper-
ation of school and community.

The number of deaths from tuberculosis in the
Sheldon Jackson School at Sitka have always exceeded
those from other causes. Convinced that education on
the subject would aid in combating the disease, the
students decided upon a project of enlightenment.
Chapel talks on tuberculosis and its prevention were
given by the school nurse and various teachers and
students. A twenty-minute period of classroom study
on the subject was added to the program for six weeks.
The home nursing and biology classes made a special
study of tuberculosis. The personal hygiene of all stu-
dents was watched, and special attention was directed
to the diets of “suspicious” cases among the boys and
girls. Students were warned to watch for symptoms of
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the disease, and posters and health rules were hung
in each dormitory. )
The campaign was thorough and effective. It at
tracted the attention of the surrounding country, and
a community campaign against the disease was inau-
gurated with the students of the Sheldon Jackson
School and the local government schools coBperating.

Anemia is one of the great problems of Porto Rico.
According to a recent report of the Governor, go per
cent of the country population and 40 per cent of
those in the urban districts are suffering from the dis-
ease.

Although an effective, inexpensive, and easy remedy
has been discovered for those suffering from uncinari-
asis, a type of hookworm causing anemia, the com-
bined eflorts of the Rockefeller Foundation and the
government of Porto Rico to eradicate the disease
had not been successful owing to the ignorance and
apathy of the jibaro, or poor country folk, who would
not cobperate,

"This sort of anemia is caused by a microscopic para-
site that finds its way to the walls of the intestines and
into the blood. Once there, it saps the vitality of the
carrier, The fight against the infection in Jayuya is a
difficult one. The community is very poor; the jibaros
go barefoot. Having no sanitary equipment, they
dump all refuse on the ground. Insects, animals, and
rain spread it. Since infection comes through contact
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with fecal matter containing the parasite, the disease
cannot be easily controlled.

% At last the Insular Health Department appealed to
the Second Unit Schoo] in Jayuya. Six girls, ranging
from fourteen to eighteen years of age, undertook to
help. Aided and accompanied by a social worker, the
girls engaged in thg project, visited homes, and col-
lected samples of excreta and blood from members of
the community. The Insular Health Department ex-
amined these samples and determined those people in
need of treatment. Medicine was supplied free of
charge.

The girls then organized a meeting and urged all
the community to attend. The chief speaker on the
program was the local health inspector who gave an
illustrated lecture on the danger, cure, and prevention
of the disease. He urged the wearing of shoes and the
building of sanitary latrines. The lecturer gave the
people a better understanding of the problem and a
greater desire to cobperate in the campaign against it.

Following the lecture, the girls made a list of
sanitary improvements and precautions which they
printed on posters and then nailed in a conspicuous
place in all the homes. As a result, there is a decided
improvement in the health of the community.

Children, particularly those in areas remote from
medical assistance, are learning valuable lessons in
first aid and health work. Many of the people of north-
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ern New Mexico live in small isolated villages.
Many of them have retained the Spanish language.
Doctors and nurses are few except in the larger towns.
Owing to lack of medical attention, New Mexico has
the_ highest proportionate death-rate among babies
under one year of age in the United States. Midwives,
many unirained, attend a large percentage of the
births. The people are poor and often die without
medical help, because they do not have the required
dollar-a-mile fee required by a physician who lives
from fifteen to thirty miles away. The girls of the
Allison-James School at Santa Fé are being trained
to give practical aid in everyday health problems and
emergencies.

Upon the organization of the school’s Life-Service
Band, the girls received instruction in simple home
nursing and mother-craft from a state welfare nurse
who gave them a clearer understanding of the health
needs of their people. Some years ago, the Allison-
James School made this training a part of the curri-
culum, and a trained nurse was added to the staff. In-
struction is now also given to groups of girls from
St. Katherine's Indian School. The training is of a
practical nature. Students have learned to make all
preparations for obstetrical cases at home. Their
knowledge has been used to improve community con-
ditions. They register new-born babies and act as in-
terpreters at health clinics. A recently established
county health office in Santa Fé gives the girls excel-
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lent codperation. A room in the school building has
been outfitted for the home-nursing classes with hos-
\pital beds, demonstration dolls, and hospital appli-
ances.

When the physician in charge of the small Presby-
terian Hospital in Dixon, New Mexico, planned to
celebratera National Hospital Day, she called on the
girls of the Allison-james School for assistance. The
nurse of the school, accompanied by two of the girls,
took a demonstration doll, a bathtub, and a layette,
and, before the assembled Spanish women who visited
the hospital, a demonstration on the care of babies was
given. One girl showed how to bathe and care for a
baby, and the other gave a detailed explanation in
Spanish. Through their work these girls have become
seriously interested in nursing as a profession. An
alumna of the Allison-James School has become a
graduate nurse and is serving her people at the Dixon
Hospital.

In a monograph entitled Making A Better Neigh-
borhood, Burdick and Gifford* Teport the activities
of a group of city children in improving their com-
munity's safety, health, and beauty. The summer pro-
gram of the social settlement house, they say,?

1 Thelma J. Burdick and Josephine Gifford, Making 4 Better
Neighborhood (Boston, Beacon Press, 1935), Quotations by permis-
sion of the publisher,

3 1bid, p. g
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. seemed to offer us a special opportunity to experi-
ment with education by means of the real situations in
the immediate community in which we and the children
found ourselves. We wondered, however, about the suc-
cess of such a venture. Would a group of children such as
ours be able to recognize the real needs in the com-
munity? If they did come to realize them, would mere
children be able to do anything to change cenditions?
Suppose they came to know which conditions were insan-
itary and why; suppose they discovered the dangers in-
volved in the lack of traffic regulations; suppose they
saw the possible harm in inadequate street lighting;
would their study end merely in a sense of frustration?
Would it be regarded as appropriate for young children
to appeal to adults in official positions and to ask for
reforms? Might children hope to be able in any way
to influence community action?

Frankly, we were in doubt; yet hopeful enough to
make the venture. Our neighborhood clearly needed
betterment. Our children needed experiences in working
codperatively on some problem long enough and seri-
ously enough actually to accomplish results if possible.
Conscious of our double need and opportunity and with
a considerable confidence in the children, we began.

The two adult leaders suggested that the group
make a study of the neighborhood, and work out
plans for making it a better place to live. The children
listed a number of items which were finally organized
into the plan of action which follows:

1. Help make the neighborhood cleaner.
a. Streets should be cleaned more often.
(We might see the street commissioner about it.)

3 Jbid,, pp. 13-14.
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b. Our own Center and Center garden should be kept
cleaner.

¢, Our yards and sidewalks at home should be kept
cleaner.
d. We should have a trash can in front of the Center,
e. We should not write on the bridge.
2. Help make the neighborhood more healthy.
a. Weeshould get rid of poison ivy,
b, We should seerwhy some streets don't have sewer-
age.
¢. Breeding places for mosquitoes should be taken
care of,
d. We should know First Aid so that we can help our
neighbors if they get burned, if they faint, etc.
3. Help make the neighborhood safer.
a. 'There should be a traffic cop at the bridge.
b. ‘We should find out why there are no lights up on
B—— Street.

The first step in carrying out this plan of action
was to make a survey and construct a map of the
neighborhood showing points needing improvement.
Inasmuch as the city health officer had jurisdiction
over many of the aspects needing improvement, he
was invited to visit the center and talk with the group.
A letter to the railway company asked that the poison
ivy along the tracks be removed. The Chief of Police
visited the gioup and went over the community needs
with the children. The Street Commissioner’s help
was enlisted. Any one in any way responsible for the
unsatisfactory aspects of the community was drawn
inta the project by the children. In many instances,
the codperation was reluctant, but in most cases, the
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adults did finally come to the assistance of the chil-
dren.

As a result of the drive the neighborhood was very
much safer and cleaner. The railway company rooted
out, the poison ivy. The Street Commissioner pro-
vided garbage and refuse cans for the streets, and the
children taught the citizens of the neighbothood to
use the cans. The commissioner approved the request
to have the garbage collected and the streets cleaned
regularly. The children developed an attractive and
productive Neighborhood Center garden. They re-
duced the number of breeding places for mosquitoes
and other disease germ-carriers. They learned many
useful ways of keeping themselves healthy and how
to reduce the number of accidents to themselves. Each
family was supplied with a first-aid kit. The children
learned of the danger of playing with fire arms, steal-
ing rides on trucks and street-cars, throwing stones,
and other equally harmful practices. They secured the
cooperation of the police in better traffic regulation in
their neighborhood.

The great sigmificance of such a project is well
stated by the authors: *

For the children themselves, the significance of this
project was probably found in changes for the better
which had been accomplished 1n the neighborhood. The
children had reason, indeed, to be thrilled, for they had
really and truly been the initiators in making their neigh-
borhood more beautiful, more sanitary, and safer. They

41bid, pp. 27-28.
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had reason to feel, also, that they themselves had learned
things worth knowing. They must have felt themselves
more competent than they had been in facing accidents
and common sicknesses, and in preventing the spread of
needless diseases.

In addition, the adult world had been sufficiently co-
operative, so that the children could justly feel that their
efforts really counted after all. The adults in the pic-
ture, however, werg not over-codperative. A few gave
some evidence of feeling bothered. The significant point
is that the children set about winning adult cooperation
not by childish methods, but by dignified procedures.
They gathered and presented accurate data on the prob-
lems at which they were working, and they made their
requests specific, Such a discovery regarding sound meth-
ods of procedure was surely of great value.

This point leads to the final and most important ele-
ment in the significance of this project. It is found in
the processes begun and left unfinished. The children
began learning, through experiences, sound methods by
which communities may be changed for the better. They
began learning the meaning of representative govern-
ment, the reasons for taxation, the power of money and
property alongside the power of petition and cobperative
endeavor. They learned these things in the process of
their eflort to make their neighborhood better, and
through direct contact with those holding powers dele-
gated to them by their community, The commonplace
things before their own eyes and on their own streets,
and people living in their very midst took on a new
importance. The children’s respect both for property and
for personality grew not through the acceptance of moral
prmcxples but through really coming face to face with
Iife,

In Mexico, young people are undertaking wide-
spread health work of great importance. The purpose
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of the new educational system in this country is to
make living more comfortable for the citizen; a ma-
jor problem of the Mexican people is that of health.
The school is the agent through which children are
taught to improve health, sanitation, and housing con-
ditions. They are also taught the value of a batanced
diet which includes a wide range of fresh vegetables.

Teachers and students have undertaken the house
cleaning of whole villages. After caring for the school,
the school yard, and their own homes, they swept the
streets and disposed of refuse. Campaigns were con-
ducted against the quartering of livestock near sleep-
ing rooms and against the excessive use of alcohol.

Teachers visit the homes and, with the aid of the
children, demonstrate how diseases now prevalent
may be avoided. The schools furnish the necessary
medicines. The most ambitious work undertaken for
community service by teachers and trained students
is the, widespread program of vaccination or inocula-
tion of children and adults against smallpox, whoop-
ing cough, and typhoid fever. More than g6o people
were vaccinated by the teachers and students of the
Los Pintados School alone.

Great strides toward a happier and healthier na-
tion are being made through the energetic and enthu-
siastic work of these young people. Streets are cleaned
and houses whitewashed. People dress more neatly,
wash their clothes more frequently, and are, natu-
rally, in a better state of health, The fly plague has
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abated, and epidemics are less frequent. Continued

youth activity, the government hopes, will add greatly
to Mexico’s health.

Chinese students are aggressively attacking the
health problem. In Tung Jen, a lower-middle school
located at Paotingéu, China, the Chinese principal had
those students interested in medicine attend a series
of eight lectures supplemented by dispensary prac-
tice. In this course, emphasis was laid on first aid and
the administration of simple remedies. At the close
of the course, a competitive examination was given,
and the three boys who received the highest marks of
the thirty-two students participating were judged com-
petent to practise medicine for the summer. They
‘were provided with Kits containing bandages, scissors,
tweezers, eye droppers, a vaccination outfit, adhesive
tape, castor oil, alcohol, lysol, argyrol, boric ointment,
zinc ointment, 14 per cent zinc sulphate solution,
vaseline, boric powder, aspirin, quinine, and calomel.
In addition to the kits, the student physicians were
provided with report blanks to be returned to the
school at the end of the season. On these they were
instructed to note the name, age, symptoms, and vil-
lage of the patient; the date of the call, and the kind
and amount of medicine administered.

The students returned after their summer work
fired with enthusiasm and eager to continue the study
of healing. If these boys can be trained, a great service,
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heretofore denied, will be open to the poor of the
country. Questioned on the danger of sending out in-
experienced boys to deal with life and death, the prin-
cipal answered: ““This work can never be done by
highly trained men. We are too poor. Our lower
schools must do it if it is to be done at all.”

Health consciousness is the order of the day. With
a coming generation of men and women so interested
in this phase of socially useful service, an improve-
ment in the health of all people will be attained.
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CHAPTER V

YOUTH CONTRIBUTES TO AGRICULTURAL
AND INDUSTRIAL IMPROVEMENT

N the entire survey of projects involving socially-
useful work, the greatest volume appears under

the classification of this chapter. Both in America and
abroad children and youth are being organized for
the important task of improving the production of
agricultural and industrial commodities. The pre-
ponderance ol projects in this area may be due to
the fact that we so easily recognize the basic need for
an abundance of the material substances, an adequate
supply of food, clothing, and sheltex. When this ma-
terial aspect of life more nearly satisfies our needs,
we shall probably find an increasing number of
children and youth organized for socially-useful work

118
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in those areas that are more spiritual and esthetic in
nature. The part played by youth in the improvement
of agriculture and industry is startling in its magni-
tude and effectiveness. This chapter clearly indicates
what potential good may come when, generally, we
lead our youth in socially useful tasks.

-
o

The Island of St. Helena in South Carolina is al-
most entirely populated by Negro families. Here the
Penn School is located. The students attending it
come in from the surrounding farms. Instructors in
the institution decided that a purely academic cur-
riculum was unwise—that a radical change to a pro-
gram which included an attack on the problems of
the community would be advisable. Thereafter craft
experiences and practical farm work marched hand
in hand with “book learning.” The school is never
entirely closed at any season; for, in the wards of the
principal, “a young onion cannot be laid aside like
a piece of chalk.”

In order to aid the community and to prove to the
adults the value of the training their children are
receiving, parents are urged to set aside a portion of
the land (usually an acre), which their child may
handle according to the agricultural lessons he re-
ceives in school. Often this land becomes the most
interesting plot on the farm both to the child and
to the parents.

During the first years of the school’s history, the
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only crop that was considered worth planting was
cotton, and when, under the school lead, corn was
raised, it meant new horizons for the island agricul-
ture. The results in figures influenced the whole
community. The first year the children’s corn crop
was valued at $3,000, and more than 2,000 cans of
froit and vegetablas were preserved for use in the
homes.

It was a natural step to transfer the corn-iaising
from the school land to the home acres on the island
farms, and there it has remained as an important
crop.

The methods used to introduce agricultural edu-
cation are interesting to note. First, the children
individually were given small plots of land to culti-
vate as gardens. Before the initial enthusiasm died
down, the whole group began work on a school acre.
Here they were taught to raise corn according to the
best scientific method. When the crop was harvested
and the students saw the actual cash return (the school
bought the crop), enthusiasm ran high. The next
move was to lay out a seven-acre experimental farm.
The boys measured off the land and planted crops
that a typical island farm should raise—food for home
use, food for the stock, and crops for land improve-
ment. On these acres, all the agricultural classes
worked colperatively.

Every year, a Junior Fair and a Farmer Fair are
held on the island. These two fairs closely connect
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the homes and the school. The pupils help to prepare
all the exhibits for the Junior Fair. Their own corn,
garden stuff, pigs, and school handiwork are shown.
Prizes and certificates are distributed, Each certificate
congludes with the following words, “and has shown a
spirit of trustworthiness, service to the Islands, and
loyalty to the ideals of Penn School.” One-year the
children presented a play, “The Carnival of In-
dustry.” The youngsters personified the crops and
told the farmers all their troubles. The graduation
class demonstrated corn-testing, the proper milking
of a cow, and the shoeing of a horse. Dramatization
presented carpenters and blacksmiths working at their
tasks. The girls cut and fitted dresses, used a sewing
machine, and wove on a rag rug at a loom. They
demonstrated how to cook a meal properly. Thus,
the lessons of the year were reviewed for the edifica-
tion of all.

This demonstration of social service was accom-
plished in a community where there was much to be
done, The field was large; the people, poor, To help,
radical changes had to be made. The school met in-
tense opposition from the community. Revolutionary
ideas are always hard to implant in an established sys-
tem. Guiding forces had to move subtly and carefully.
Today the ideas are firmly rooted both in the school
and in the home. One parent, a previous objector,
complimented the school with these homely words:
“Yours is de best-hewn plan fo’ we people. Des Par-
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ent’s League is necessary to change brains wid each
other. I am sure proud of my children in school, an’
dey gib me glad fo’ dey eddycashun. I tells yo’, I hab
to stan’ on my toe wid dem,”

The leaders believe the project is accomplishing
its purpose for the Island continues to adopt new
ideas which origingte with the children in school.

Descendants of the British West Indies Negroes,
brought to work on the Panama Canal, find them-
selves poverty-stricken today. Labor conditions cause
hundreds of children now being graduated from the
schools in the Canal Zone to face a doubtful future.
Hoping to encourage a “back-to-the-soil” movement
either in Panama or in the islands of their ancestry,
the Canal Zone authorities have introduced agricul-
tural projects in the Negro schools. At present all the
schools have their gardens. One of the best gardens
is located at Gatun, and here the school principal
personally takes charge of the work. Here, too, the
new idea, when introduced, was greeted with hostility.
The principal met all dissenters and tried to alter
their views. One of the objections of the parents was
that their children stained their clothes with mud.
The principal set an example by donning old clothes
and working with the boys. When a boy was clumsy
with his tools, the principal showed him how to use
them.
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Human relations were not his only problems. The
peculiarly moist condition of the soil, too, resisted
effort. Upon the instigation of the principal, the boys
built ditches to carry off the surplus water from heavy
rainfalls. The soil was in a virgin state and totally
unprepared for cultivation; the principal led a forag-
ing party of students in combing the neighborhood
for dumps of old leaves and grass to use for mulch.

As a result of these efforts, 210 pounds of yams
were raised last year without the aid of commers-
cial fertilizer on a patch twenty-five feet by four
feet. Thus, it was demonstrated to the community
that the land could be gardened. Interest in the
gardens caused the youngsters to stay after school and
come Saturdays to continue the work. An outlet and
a most useful one was found for their surplus energy.
Today, the country-side is dotted with truck gardens.
The people have learned the value of mulch. Above
all, they are now able to feed themselves.

The students of the Westfield Junior High Schaol,
Massachusetts, were asked by the Mayor of the city
to plan a community welfare garden project, The
instructor of vocational agriculture suggested that his
department participate.

The students conferred with him on the problems
of the sizes of gardens, and the quantity each plot
might produce. In making their choice of vegetables,
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they took into consideration the unique tastes of na-
tionalities to be served. They estimated the amount
of seed, the number of plants, and the quantity of
fertilizer necessary. They prepared careful directions
for the planting and cultivating of each vegetable,
The seeds were delivered in bulk to the agricultural
departmetit of the school and were labelled and dis-
tributed in two lots—one for early and one for late
planting.

A day was set for the early planting. On its eve,
the boys distributed the seeds; the lettuce, cabbage,
tomato, and pepper plants; and the directions for
planting them. The following day, the boys super-
vised the planting by the adults both in the fields
and in the back yards where many of the gardens
were grown. The chart on pages 126 and 124 shows the
scheme for an acreage garden. Many of the directions
had to be translated into foreign languages, and this
was also done by the boys. They checked planting
depths, fertilizer applications, and the setting out of
the plants. When the crops came up, it was necessary
that insects and plant diseases be controlled. The boys
sprayed one hundred gardens three times to extermi-
nate the Mexican bean beetle. In September, they
supervised the harvesting of late crops and judged
the produce from the plots,

Because they realized they were helping the com-
munity, the boys found real enjoyment in their work.
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Their efforts not only saved civic expenditure for
labor but prevented waste. Through this work two
hundred families wholly or partially dependent on
the city were given the opportunity of supplying
themselves with garden produce. They also learned
a great deal about gardening. By spending a few cents
for seed, they found they received a large return for
their investment. Many of them now have gardens
of their own and are able to supply their families and
friends with fresh vegetables.

The North Junior High School workshop at
Quincy, Massachusetts, has always been open to pu-
pils and their families who wish to obtain advice or
help concerning mechanical problems. So many re-
quests were received for aid in rewashering faucets
that the boys of the class decided to undertake the
preparation of a compact service kit containing the
following tools: two wrenches, one pair of pliers, one
seven-inch screw driver, one nine-and-one-half-inch
screw driver, a halfround file, two boxes of assorted
washers, screws, and two wiping cloths. The kit, which
also included a set of instructions, was available both
to boys and girls in the community for use in their
own homes or the homes of friends. The only stipula-
tion made was that the tools must be returned in
good condition,

The mechanical experience acquired by the stu-



20 Yt % ‘ur § o1 ut 5| wigr | St Ael T {{jxeq) meag e s igt
sad Sz 3 e € | ot sunf T (e38) SP01RIOT, 1
s9d Sz 93 z| wrgr ¢ 98 depy 1 ({paeg) ssoremolL R ¢

id ¥ g ur Y gt 5 Aejy € (poq usarn) sueag < 81 mr ‘mt
s1d 53 ys o1 aunf 1 (71e7) seorewiy, SR}

d @ up YAty cupgs ) oor Awpy € (xep) suesg -t 6 g L

‘0% # ‘mr g rurks | ot fepy 1 PIELD SSIng - - - g

20 ¥ % ‘ur ¥ orursr | o1 fel 1 wpreudg . e . -

urg | ot Ay % SIUR[g om0 A

0 “ ar 1) ulg or Leypy 2% {ustpey

ey YIm MO|
-fod) usiped Apey L

20 Y1 b ‘uI § 03 'OF 34t | ‘urg ot Avpy t paag woro e e e - g

b3z 1 ur 3 01 UL 41| curze | o1 fepy x £]9¢ MORQ R
uapied §MOI

1ad sagour mr| Mol e sSuyp | usewy

juerd 1o 19A03 07 | -P395 IO U] 10 -aq sarep §401 dory HOY
paas jo ywidaq  |syuepd jasoravedg | adurr | Sunuerd ‘oN
Junowy e

*

J00HDS HOIH C1ILILSEAL
« INEWDEVAEQ TVENLINONOY TEL AG QREVITHJ "3 0§ Aw 13 0 'SHKMVO TVAGAKINY 40X SNOLIONAISN] ONFLNV¥IJ

£561 ‘SNIQUVO ALINNWWOD GTILLLSEM



‘mE suIng 3y “peefd §o SPARS] WO JazpLey opymixds XsAN “ITY
gog2 ot mypueq [ems 2 wd S|y B Sugue[d UIGAA CAOX 31 NG IRl UGy Puv ISpun 3 oey Jue[d o JNoqE Sar NOL M3 IR
Suole 31 opjutds jnq ‘3SE0pPEOIq JIIZIIISR) O3 Prids jou O "USPIEd GOBI A0F PAIMO[[E ST JIZIBINF IO spanad paipuny IuQ IAON

20 ¥ 84 . awr ¥} ocurgr | S1 A 3 sdoun g ¢« of Bz
Z0 ¥ 84 mrborure| urgr | G5 depy g sioLe) < g8 ‘Lz ‘gs
143 g €
zo V1 1y 1od spass g | 38 Gz Lew 1 gsenbg 1ewmmg s - -G
ad 1 5 ur &4t | rurgr | 95 Aepy 5 {pod ua31n) sucag © v e o€z
zo ¥ 4 . 3y €
[y xod spass g 13§ Ss Aepy 1 sIaquUInINg L -1
‘s31d 68 'ur g curgr | §r suaf T {ayey) a8eqqen A A S < 4
‘20 4 84 ‘ur § o1 ur z) urgr { Sr sunf T (P1e7) Swag r o v 0B
-s31d §€ U QL) ‘uys Gz ey X swaddag - v 61
s11d 98 ur grj curgr ¢ St aunf T {{rey) s8eqqen L S -1 4
5id of ur Sof oturgr oot Ael 3 (Aprew) 28eqqen R |
uapie3 SMOX
xd soyourul | MCI Ul sdurg VERTIN |
jued 0 12102 01 | -P32s MO ULyl 10 -ag sajep SMOI doxp noy
pass 10 yidag |syuepd 19s 01 oeds | aouer | Sunuery “ON
JUNOWY -st@

SINTALEVAI(J TVIQLINONOY IHI X9 aIvdayy "1d 0f xd -11 09 *sNITUV)

JOOHDS HOIF CIILIISTAN

TYOQIATANT YOI SNOIXDTEISNT ONIINYTJ

(pariuiue?} §861 "SNHQYVO ALINIINAQOD QIILLILSTM



128 YOUTH SERVES THE COMMUNITY

A 3

dents gave substantial help to the community then,
and still does. This is only one of many such projects
carried on by pupils of the North Junior High School.

The reconditioning of automobiles is an industtial
project undertaken by the boys of the mechanical
departmént of the ¢ity's high school at Modesto, Cali-
fornia. Workers hampered by the lack of transit facili-
ties, had to have cars to keep their jobs. The machines
used were always run-down, second-hand relics, and
the cost of keeping them in condition was excessive.
The boys of the high school realized that this was
an occasion for real social service. They undertook
to repair the workers’ cars merely tor the cost of mate-
rials used.

The offer was at first made only to P.W.A. work-
ers, but the boys gave such courteous, prompt, and
dependable attention to the work that all the people
in the neighborhood asked to be included in this
service,

The work became part of the school program. The
twenty-five boys engaged in it are self-managed and
feel fully repaid for their services by the knowledge
that they are rendering a community service.

The problem of school transportation brought
about the building of a school bus in Selma, Cali-
fornia, The instructor of metallic work in the high
school introduced the project when the regular school
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bus became too old for use and the limited budget
discouraged the purchase of a new conveyance. The
boys gained in practical mechanical skill, and the
town saved several thousands of dollars, the price of
a irew bus. ,

The students of McKinley Junior High “School at
Pasadena, California, designed and constructed crib-
bage boards to be distributed by the Junior Red
Cross to the veteran patients in city hospitals. It was
necessary to give technical instruction to those en-
gaged in the project, and the finished product was
a credit to the workers and a pleasure to the recipi-
ents.

The Porto Rican Experimental School Farm, at
Florida, Corozal, Porte Rico, is of real aid to those
of the poorer economic groups whose principal food
consists of the plantain. Adverse conditions had al-
most destroyed this article of food. The sugar-cane
industry had taken up so much of the land that space
for truck gardening was scarce, and the many laborers,
finding themselves destitute, had deserted the soil to
swarm into cities where they starved. This was the
situation when the instructor of vocational education
in one of the island’s “'second unit” schools attempted
an experiment in scientific plantain cultivation. He
saw that the youth of the community became idle as
soon as school closed, and he suggested a part-time
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class during the summer for the improvement of the
agricultural production of the community.

A section of land was selected and prepared for the
experiment. The soil was not perfect, but was typical
of any that was available. There was a shortage of
fertilizer and insecticide; the pupils lacked experi-
ence, but were wi‘lling to work and learn. Farmers
who had suffered many failures in plantain cultiva-
tion tried to discourage the youngsters, but without
success.

The soil was plowed and allowed a three-month
period of saturation. Meanwhile, the children scoured
the country for healthy plantain suckers or sprouts
which were finally obtained. Holes nine feet apart
were dug in hexagonal patterns. These were filled
with organic matter, and the suckers were planted.
A scientific treatment of hot water was then ad-
ministered. Five months later, fertilizer was again ap-
plied. The growth was abundant, and the resulting
crop so plentiful that the skeptical farmers believed
this to be a miracle, rather than the natural outcome
of new scientific methods of farming. The school has
now won the confidence of the community and has
become a center for those seeking advice on agri-
culture. The plantain industry has revived in this
section of the island.

A cure for the epidemic of white worms, beetles,
and red ants now menacing Porto Rico’s coffee-raising
industry is to be their next project.
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The plantain experiment just reported was under-
taken by one of Porto Rica’s “second unit” schools.
‘There are thirty-nine schools in the organization
which attempt to meet the needs of impoverished
rural communities. The purpose of these schools is
to teach the sons and daughters of poor laborers to
meet practical everyday problemss Home economics
is a required subject for the girls, and agriculture
for the boys. The children are encouraged to culti-
vate gardens at home and at school. One third of the
amount received from the sale of school crops is di-
vided among the agricultural students.

Chickens, rabbits, goats, and pigs are kept by the
school in order to teach the children animal hus-
bandry and improved methods of stock breeding. The
schools maintain lunch rooms for the children which
are supplied with vegetables and meats from the
school farms.

Through these educational centers, the govern-
ment hopes to train the children for rural life and to
increase the productive capacity of the islands,

The practical value of the experiments being con-
ducted at the Moga School, in India, is augmented
by the psychological value. Educational training, in-
cluding manual labor, is a radical departure from
the usual. Through the ages, the Hindu has con-
sidered mannal labor solely for the lower castes. So-
cially-useful work in the agricultural line in a school



132 YOUTH SERVES THE COMMUNITY
']

like Moga is considered dignifying work with the
hands.

Each student is given his own plot of land. This is
his laboratory. Here he tries out the lessons taught
him in class, which include instruction in the use of
steel plows, seed testing, the application of fertilizer,
and methods of fighting plant diseases and preserving
moisture. The students’ produce is marketed through
the school store. They keep their own records and
are entitled to the proceeds of the sales after water,
tool rent, fertilizer, and seed are paid for. Thus they
acquire valuable agricultural knowledge, earn enough
to meet many of their expenses, and become a source
of information and service to their communities.

The principal of the neighborhood school of Tung
Jen in Paotingfu, China, inaugurated a road-building
project which, at first, was made compulsory, but
later became voluntary. One hundred boys engaged
in the undertaking. They were divided into five gangs,
each group working one hour a week on a specified
day. To make membership interesting, the boys
elected leaders and advisers. Each gang had its own
flag flown from a high bamboo pole while the team
was at work. All tools were painted with rings of
blue and white, the school coloys. Contests were run
between teams and a kodak awarded to the winning
team. During the two years that this program was
carried on, the work consisted of chopping up ruts,
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cleaning out and making gutters, and filling in mud
holes after rain. The principal claims that this project
is justified if it contributes to breaking down ancient
prejudices against manual labor.

-~

’
Several years ago, the Director of Agriculture at

the Woodland School, in Califownia, conceived the
idea of having his students give a series of informative
talks at farm centers and other meeting places. These
talks were planned to acquaint the farmers with the
better agricultural practices. IHe chose three boys and
suggested that they accompany him on a two-day trip
into Nevada County to visit the orchards and mines
and to attend a large farm-center meeting. The di-
rector told them he expected to give a short talk and
wanted each of them to make a report on his own
agricultural project. The experiment was so com-
pletely successful that the following day the speeches
were printed on the front page of the town’s daily
newspaper.

The project was unanimously accepted by the
school as a contribution they could make to their com-
munity. All talks were limited to fifteen or twenty
minutes. There were two talks by boys on each pro-
gram—by one who was experienced and by another
who was delivering his first speech. Charts and mate-
rial were prepared to illustrate every talk. An ex-
ample of what is being carried to the community
through the agricultural classes follows:
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In this part of the country there are a large quan-
tity of black walnut trees, the quality of which could
be immeasurably improved by grafting. One particu-
larly interested student was asked to give an account
of his work bgfore the assembled school and cem-
munity. His talk was given in play form. The stage
was set with two tree stumps about four feet high, a
table holding the grafling tools, and a chart for illus-
tration. The practical value of grafting was conclu-
sively shown on his chart. It was pointed out that the
net income of each tree grafted increases ten dollars
per year.

The principal of the Glenwood High School, in
Nealsville, Nortl: Carolina, the educational center of
the district, decided to organize an agricultural proj-
ect in order to increase the income of the general
community. A questionnaire revealed that the only
source of cash income was the Saturday “peddling
out” in town of a few items such as butter, eggs,
dried fruit, a few bushels of corn and potatoes, and
ham. The returns from these ventures would provide
the bare necessities, but it was the very exceptional
family that could save a few dollars.

The school experimented and discovered that the
greatest profit was secured from growing Irish pota-
toes. A Potato Club was organized, and certified seeds
and fertilizers were bought. The whole community
joined in the program. The planting was supervised
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by the boys who had been taught the correct method.
The crops were so plentiful that the domestic market
could not absorb them, and the principal arranged
for an outside market. Further profit was made from
the” raising of soilimproving crops,such as vetch,
Japan clover, and soy beans. The average yield per
acre was doubled through scientific cultivation, and
farm land increased in value.

A fine coGperative spirit has been developed be-
tween the school and the community. The town has
become quite prosperous as a result of these projects
which are continued every year.

The country surrounding Iowa Falls, Iowa, is
famous for its swine breeding. It was appropriate,
therefore, that the agricultural director of the sec-
ondary schools of the city should suggest a project
for the betterment of swine breeding. The class in
animal husbandry organized a club for the improve-
ment of the community swine-breeding herds. Officers
were elected, committees appointed, regulations
agreed upon, and the plans carefully laid out. Ad-
visers never dictated, and decisions were the result
of a majority vote. Within a month, twenty-six gilts
and one boar were delivered to Iowa Falls. The boys
did not have sufficient funds to pay the entire cost
and covered the deficit with chattel mortgages on
their stock and its probable increase, The stock was
distributed, two gilts to each boy, These were his
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responsibility to be fed, cared for, and bred at the
proper season. The boar was the property of the
organization and sired the litters.

The progress of the litters was carefully checked
by the boys who visited each other’s pens. All stock
was exhibited at the county and local fairs, and a year
after the beginning of the experument an auction was
held. A sales committee was appointed to plan the
sale, providing tents, pens, a sales ring, and hiring a
clerk and auctioneer. Thirty boars and twenty gilts
were driven through the ring and sold. This annual
sale has become a regular practice of the organiza-
tion. The community is very proud of the pure stock
resulting from this experiment.

The organization is a growing one. Each Novem-
ber first, new members buy in, and old ones are
bought out. Each fall, a new sire is purchased from
the best and most popular lines, and only the best
gilts are used for breeding purposes. The outstanding
results of the project are that:

1. A genuine interest in scientific animal husbandry has
been encouraged.

2. A superior breeding stock has been supplied to the
whole community, (Almost all the Durocs in the neigh-
borhood were directly traceable to the boars and gilts
bred by these high-school boys.)

3. An insurance association has been organized which
protects the members from possible loss. Amounts de-
pending upon the age and weight of the pig were pay-
able at the pig's death. The association, being codpera-
tive and mutual, was subject to assessment should losses
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exceed reserves. Fortunately, there have been no great
losses, and benefits have been met out of the regular
capital created by prerniums. To offset the handicap of
assessable policies, the association distributes its surplus
funds among membeis in true cooperative style.

4. The young members 1calized 1 practice the value of
pooling resources and of cooperative‘action. This was

coopetative farming at its best. -
¢

The Canadian Seed Growers Association provides
four scholarships of seventy-five dollars each to the
four outstanding members engaged in Junior Seed
Club Work in Alberta. Each year, the boys with the
best record in field work are sent to the annual
Provincial Seed Fair for a three-day short course at
Edmonton o1 Calgary. Once a year, a provincial team
represents Alberta in the national judging competi-
tion at the Dominion Junior Club Show in Toronto.
Recently, two teams were chosen to enter the judging
contest at the World Grain Show at Regina,

Each fall, the boys are required to prepare a one-
bushel sample of threshed grain for exhibition at the
club seed fajr. Awards for these events are given by
the Provincial and Dominion Governments, and
average from forty dollars to fifty dollars per club.
Samples are taken from the winning exhibits at these
club seed fairs for competition at the annual Provin-
cial Sced Fair. Among the prizes given to the entrants
at this event are cleaning screens, special seeds, and
devices of value in their work. These are presented to
the winning clubs as a group. The boys in the organ-
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ization pride themselves on the improvement of the
seed which raises the quality of grain in their prov-
ince.

The idea of the Junior Seed Growers Clubs was
originated at a meeting of the Field Crops Branck of
the Provincial Department of Agriculture and the
Directors of the Adberta Wheat Pool. Although the
original plan was concerned with the bettering of
wheat, soon clubs were formed for the improvement
of oats, barley, alfalfa, corn, and potatoes.

The objectives of the organization are:

1. Improved quality crops on club member’s farms and
other farms in the neighborhood

2. Demonstration of the value of good seed and good
tillage

3. Education of Alberta Junior Farmers in the produc-
tion and sale of improved seed

4. Discussion and demonstration to foster codperative
activities through club organization

5. Development of leadership on community projects

The organization of the Alberta Junior Seed Grow-
ers has, to a large extent, been effected through the
United Farmers of Alberta; however, any group in-
terested may appoint a leader to approach the Prov-
incial Field Crops Commissioner for permission to
organize a new unit. The next step is a meeting at
which a government agent attends. He outlines the
purposes of the club and prospective activities under
it. Following this, the group receives a seed supply
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and allots a share to each member. During the grow-
ing season, the boys are visited at least twice by the
government representative who gives them advice
and instructions, principally in plot roguing.

Membership is open to young men between the
ages of filteen and twenty-two whé reside on the
farms where the seed plots are grown. A club must
have ten to twenty-five members within a twenty-five-
mile radius of the club center. No more than two
members of the same family are accepted for member-
ship. During the first year, a boy is allowed only one
cereal crop. Upon successful participation in club
activities, he may add one crop per year until he is
working on three. Each club has its president, vice-
president, and secretary. An adult or junior, who is
not a2 member of the club but is selected by members,
acts as leader. Each organization has a seed-supply
officer who, in the case of wheat, is the agent of the
Alberta Pool Elevator, if there is one in the locality.
Only one club for each project may be organized in
any one district.

Before March fifteenth of each year, the officers
apply for the approved seed which may be obtained
for a nominal fee. All members use seed of the same
variety. The quantity obtained is sufficient to plant
a three- to five-acre plot of ground. Each boy has the
responsibility of supervising his own seed plot inde-
pendent of parental supervision. This special seed
must be isolated from other seed. When the same
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type of grain is grown on adjacent plots, a strip three
feet wide must separate them.

Nearly a thousand boys in Alberta are now en-
gaged in producing seed of superior quality. Alto-
gether, more than 3,000,000 bushels of splendid
quality seed wheat, as well as large quantities of seed
oats, seed’ barley, and other grains, have been pro-
duced by them. About g5 per cent of the seed pro-
duced is sown in the locality. Proof of the carry-over
from the experimental plots to the community at
large is proven by a check which revealed that the
average difference between the boys’ experimental
plots sown with tested seeds and the general farm
fields was only a little over 4 per cent in favor of the
plots. The impurities of the plots and the community
at large were 14 of 1 per cent. This demonstration
shows plainly that the quality of general farm seed-
ing in Alberta has risen to a surprising degree in
the vicinity of the Alberta Junior Grain Clubs. The
youths of Alberta have taught adult farmers of vari-
ous neighborhoods a practical lesson in modern agri-
culture.

Several years ago, the various adult agricultural
sacieties in Denmark decided to enlist the services of
youth in their activities. The young people were
given an important part in the program of almost
every agricultural association, and the codperative
club work developed gradually. Boys and girls from
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ten to twenty-two years of age were invited to join.
They were encouraged to obtain land either at home
or at their places of study for experimental purposes.
The average plots were from 100 to 500 square meters
for-garden vegetables, and at least 1000 square meters
for staple products. Selection of prodifce was governed
by local conditions, marketing facilities, rate of home
consumption, and individual choice.

Special agents encouraged and scientifically guided
youthful effort mainly in horticulture and soil im-
provement. The Danish Experimental Stations fur-
nished booklets of information. Accurate records of
the crops, including meteorological and geological
data, disease dangers, and methods of combating
them, marketing conditions, etc., were kept by the
young farmers. This information was available to
community farmers and adult societies. The older
organizations have established committees on Young
People’s Work, and make tours of inspection at least
twice during the summer. Prizes are given for the
best results,

Girls in the community are taught how to can fruits
and vegetables, and how to use to best advantage the
products grown in the experimental gardens.

Through codperation, young people have greatly
improved the agricultural exhibits and have, by their
experimental work, greatly advanced the standards of
the agricultural products of the community. Today,
the importance of the work is such that it has at-
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tracted the attention of the Danish Ministry of Agri-
culture, and an official committee appointed under
the ministry supervises and guides the Youth Clubs of
Denmark.

In Mexico, model experimental farms of varying
sizes are attached to many schools where students are
taught animal husbandry, scientific agriculture, and
modern methods of marketing. A percentage of the
proceeds from the sales of garden truck, chickens,
eggs, honey, and other crops is divided among the
pupils at the end of the school year. Vegetables and
other products are supplied by these farms to the
school lunch rooms. The children are given at least
one meal a day. The meals are prepared by the ad-
vanced students and by parents who wish to learn
more about culinary art. A new crop introduced by
these experimental schools and adopted by the Mexi-
cans is Irish potatoes,

Until the last revolution, Mexico was composed
of separate units of people who, through their lack of
education, dissimilarity of interests, and absence of
means of communication were completely out of
touch and sympathy with any movement toward
progress. Roads to unite their country are few and
far between. Many districts cannot afford schools in
which to educate children. Becoming conscious of
their drawbacks, adults and children are uniting
their efforts with those of the government in useful
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industrial projects for their community betterment.

The new government realized that, if Mexico were
to have any unity or strength as a country, the people
would have to be given similar interests, aims, and
bonds of mutual understanding. The first step was
education, but to acquire this educdtion, easy com-
munication was necessary. For sthis, roads were
needed. The Mexican government not only lacked
the roads, but the money to build them. Inspired
by their teachers, the Indian children in Campeche
decided to build a road through their own district,
Money was required to finance the project, but as
none was available, the youngsters brought wagon-
loads of corn from their home farms to the most
centrally located school. After this corn was collected,
the teachers sold it to near-by villages and, with the
proceeds, purchased the necessary tools and equip-
ment for the road work. This road today is fifty-two
kilometers long and serves as a connecting link be-
tween fifteen villages and the outside world.

Many other socially-useful community projects are
carried on by the Mexican children of which the fol-
lowing are but examples.

In order to provide more space in a congested
residential district of Cuahtemoc, houses that had
been erected without regard for plumbing or lighting
facilities were moved in line with the streets and
modernized by the youth of the community. In
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Valledolid, the residents wanted an open-air theater.
‘Weekly, they contributed twenty cents apiece from
their meager wages to make up a fund for its erec-
tion. When the necessary amount was raised, the
pupils of the Pixoy School built a modern brick
theater building for the community. The building is
typical of the 4,0¢0 theaters in Mexico today, many
of them erected by children and used for all social
purposes.

In some of the poorer communities, even a school
is lacking. The town of Coahuila was one of these.
To give their children the same advantages as the
children in neighboring communities, the parents
and older boys and girls undertook to build a school.
Many of those who worked on the project had no
training in construction, but by following carefully
the directions ol experienced builders, they erected
a modern four-room building.

The Indians in the town of El Salto succeeded in
interesting the governor of the state in the building
of a small school, and he contributed $200 to pur-
chase windows and furniture. He also contributed
a small library, some athletic equipment, and other
educational material. School children and adults to-
gether built one of the best schools in their state.

In Qaxaca, the school needed desks and furnish-
ings, and a residence for the teacher. The pupils,
with the aid of the teacher, built a model house and
made the school furniture. Pupils of another school
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in this district convinced their parents and neighbors
that their houses should be painted. Money for the
paint was provided by Juvenile and Adult Codpera-
tive Society Funds. Families worked together on this
praoject.

Through the codperative strength in ’Mexico’s
youth the government is gradually assisting its peo-
ple to raise the living standards of an entire country.

Socially-useful work carried on by Russian youth
is under the jurisdiction of the Pioneers, an interna-
tional movement for boys and girls which, in some
respects, resembles the Boy and Girl Scouts and other
youth groups in purpose and organization. Although
there are branches of Pioneers zall over the world, the
organization has achieved its fullest success in Russia.
Industrial and agricultural projects under Pioneer
leadership are so numerous that they must be dealt
with briefly.

The influence of industrial schools in the U.S.S.R.
is extensive. The twenty-first Factory-Plant Ten-Year
School is an illustration of a model U.S8.S.R. indus-
trial school. Here there is an electro-technical circle.
There are only fifteen students in this circle, and at
their service are trained leaders and a splendidly
equipped laboratory. It is obvious that, in such sur-
roundings, good work may be done. In addition to
theoretical knowledge, children are making practical
application of what they learn. They build models
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Another eight-year-old expressed his opinion, “I
like the automobile. I'll sit in it and ride away from
the exhibit, The motor is a lot of hooey [boozah]. 1
can also make one.”

A worker from the South Western Railroads, after
carefully studying the remarkable results achieved by
these children, summed up the general opinion with
these significant words: “Just as one can recognize
a day by the dawn, so can one recognize future use-
ful workers by the exhibits of these children.”

As a result of continued effort, in place of the
original tiny room, the station today has a great three-
story building. The budget of the Children’s Tech-
nical Station, originally one of pennies, has grown to
20,000 rubles. In the Kiev region alone, twenty dis-
trict stations are organized and functioning. By the
decision of the Central Committee of Lenin's Com-
munist Youth Union of Ukraine, the original Kiev
station was reorganized into a regional one and now
serves seventeen districts. Tens of thousands of chil-
dren write in for information. Approximately an
equal number of consultations are given annually.
Exhibits, contests, seminars, conventions, and per-
formances are all arranged and museums are opened
by this station, which is one of the best in the Union.

Following the successful experiment of Kiev,
Rostov-Upon-Don arranged a similar exhibition. Ten
thousand children visited it. A later exhibit had a
thousand models and about 0,000 visitors. This tech-
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nical station now has three branches in the city where
children receive advice and instruction, in classes and
through correspondence, on photography, electricity,
radio, woodwork, and mechanics. There are also
courses in agriculture, such as dairying, animal hus-
bandry, pest extermination, and so *forth.

An “industrial-technical attack” i3 being made. The
Children’s Technical Stations are leading it. When
the urban Pioneers and school children dispatched
their brigades in the winter to assist the rural groups,
all these brigades went through the courses arranged
by the Rostov-Upon-Don Children’s Technical Sta-
tion.

Technical Stations also instruct the young in prob-
lems of economic reconstruction that face the Soviet
Union. Meetings of young inventors, young leaders,
and children engaged in special technical work are
called to discuss their particular problems. Stations
conduct short courses and seminars in electricity,
radio, and other lines of industry. Lengthy seminars
are held for the advanced children. The stations
carry on mass inspections of the children’s technical
progress, in which the children themselves partici-
pate.

Competitions are inaugurated for the purpose of
increasing the membership and fostering ambition,
In Leningrad, one Pioneer Brigade challenged an-
other to an industrial contest. The following is a
description of what happened:
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Four hundred youngsters met in a hall to watch. A
Pioneer Brigadier (leader) mounted the platform and in
a ringing voice announced: “Children, we work for the
Children’s Technical Station. Our brigade challenges this
other brigade to a contest in skill. Which of us can make
an electrical bell the quickest? Look here! This is-the
raw material.” He turned it slowly in his hands, then
faced hissopponengs. “We challenge you to make an
electrical bell out of this in twenly minutes!”

He gave the signal. Complete silence. He clapped his
hands for them to start. The children dashed for their
material and tools. There was the ring of steel on steel;
the walls echoed. The audience was silent and attentive,
Their eyes traveled from the wall clock to the competi-
tors as the hands moved . , . ten . .. ffteen . . . eight-
een minutes, The children are tense with excitement, A
bell is ringing. A bell made from the very materials which
had only been a mass of metal nineteen minutes before.
There is a thunder of applause. The victors rise to take
their bow. As a 1esult of this demonstration, 174 children
registered at the station.

In the village of Peredelkino, sixteen miles from
Moscow, the Pioneers of Khamovnichesky District of
Moscow, resolved to install electricity in their camp.
After constructing a dam across a small river, they
installed a water wheel and attached it to a little
dynamo taken from a movie projector. Wires were
carried from it to the camp. With this home-made
plant, the Pioneers installed a lighting system for
themselves and their neighbors.

Pioneers encamped at the village of Bratovchina
undertook an even more ambitious project, when
they conveyed electricity to the near-by homes from
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a power-house which they themselves had built. En-
couraged by their success, Pioneers and pupils’ organ-
izations of the same district have located other sources
of electrical power, such as water and coal and the
most favorable areas for wind-driven generators. They
plan to map these locations and to specily, their ap-
proximate capacity. Under the supervmmn of agents
of the State Planning Commission, they hope to estab-
lish small power-houses which will be run by local
sources of energy for the benefit of the community.

Another project conducted by the Pioneers is the
collection of usable junk. The Central Bureau of
Young Pioneers requested the codperation of all its
members in the work. Leaflets and brochures were
issued for the benefit of all Pioneers, An extract from
one of these follows:

We throw away a great deal of useful junk as garbage.
In the United States almost all used paper is collected
and used again, We do that only to the extent of p per
cent. Again in the United States about 8o per cent of the
iron used in pouring is old. We use only about 25 to
30 per cent of our old iron and continue to suffer from
steel famine. We must reach and surpass America in
this section of our economic front. We have entered into
an agreement with the Gostorg (State Trading Trust), in
which we undertake to collect an average of twenty kilo-
grams ol junk per Pioneer,

The Pioneers of the ninety-seventh Company of
Krasnaya Presnya, Moscow, repaired a neglected dam
while encamped on the banks of the River Petra.
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Three peasants, until the Pioneers stepped in, were
helpless and unable to avert the danger of cave-in.

Pioneer school children in Laptevo wrote the fol-
lowing letter to the State Rubber Trust:

Dear Comrades: r

We pupils of théfourth group of the Laptevo School,
in Rubtsovsky District of Siberia, while reading the
issue of Pravda [largest newspaper in Russia] read “On
the Way to Soviet Crude Rubber,” an article in the de-
partment of “Science and Technique,” and therefore are
calling your attention to the fact that here in our Beko
Agachak steppes there grows a large amount of grass
which gives out a sort of milk from which crude rubber
might be made. If you find this is the case after experi-
menting with the enclosed sample, we want you to know
that we can obtain a quantity of it for extensive experi-
mental purposes.

Novo-Sibrisk Pioneers, while on an excursion, dis-
covered deposits of iron, ore, coal, and other miner-
als, valued at many millions.

The U.S.S.R. includes the youngsters in drives for
industrial loans. The Pioneers aided considerably
during the campaign for the Third Loan for Indus-
trialization. Pioneers at Khabarovsk sent five delegates
to the Pioneers of Blagoveschensk to draw up a set
of rules for a contest sponsoring subscriptions to the
loan. They resolved to:

1. Explain the importance of the loan to their parents
2. Pledge every contestant to collect money to pay for
a part of a loan certificate
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3. Have every Pioneer sponsor a collective loan by
schools and groups

4. Canvas every home and the unotrganized population
to collect and check subscriptions

5. Stage demonstrations and carnivals publicizing the
loans

6. Organize excursions of Pioneers to,villages and give
short dramatizations dealing with the loan -

4. Prepare a bulletin board giving details of the contest,
and display it in schools, institutions, and factories

8. Have school groups compete in the sale of the loan
bonds

g. Make collections of iron, paper, and junk, and use the
money from these sales for subscriptions to the loan

10. Publish newspapers and establish Blue Shirt theater
troupes and marionettes to be operated in streets and
parks to publicize the loan

11. Engage in a campaign advocating the retainment of
old loan certificates

On the opening day of the All Union Pioneers
Conference, Khabarovsk Pioneers held a huge demon-
stration for the loan. At the meeting which followed,
it was announced that the Khabarovsk Pioneers had
already collected 3,000 rubles. This started the cam-
paign with enthusiasm. All types of enterprises to
raise money were started. The twenty-second Com-
pany of Khabarovsk Pioneers cleaned a garden. The
Fortieth Company sent brigades to various villages to
advertise the loan. The members of this company
also arganized a competition between its links (the
smallest units of the Pioneers organization). One
senior link of these Pioneers subscribed 260 rubles,
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The Pioneers in each contesting link set an excellent
example to all the children ot the U.S.S.R.

The Pioneers also support the Five-Year Plans. At
their All Union Pioneers’ Conference several years
ago, they decided to devote corners of their meeting
rooms to bulletify boards for posting information on
the plans. They dlsplayed chaits, hand drawings, and
clippings from newspapers and magazines. They un-
dertook the creation of new economic projects to
advance the construction of the U.S S.R. This pro-
gram has become permanent.

The Central Bureau of Young Pioneers codper-
ated in a campaign for better seeds. The children of
Krasnoplovka were asked to sort all seeds on their
own collective farms and the farms of their parents.
The children organized groups for sorting and staged
demonstrations to teach their parents how to sow
clean seeds.

The Pioneers of the city of Pereyaslavl, Vladimir,
and the Pioneers from the suburbs of this district
participated in a demonstration carrying banners in-
scribed with their slogans, “For Clean Seeds.”

In the village of Vyselky, Kuban, the schools organ-
ized two shock battalions of Pioneers and unorgan-
ized children, and directed a Red Caravan of seeds of
668 kilograms. Subsequently, they concentrated on
the spring sowing front. They explained to the peas-
ants of the collective farms the importance of spring
sowing; they distributed fifty leaflets and hung up a
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dozen placards on the subject. In five days, they pre-
pared 8,240 kilograms of seed for the seed fund and
distributed fourteen magazines and 200 booklets on
agriculture.

The Jerdevsky children’s collective farm increased
the number of gardens in their village. They planted
the apple seeds which they separated from a box of
cores 1n order to supply the farms in the vicinity with
young apple trees. Another year, these same children
sowed cabbage seed, and they were requested by the
village Soviet to supply all the citizens with plants.
With half the money earned they bought seeds and
implements for their collective farms. With the re-
maining money, they purchased hot lunches for their
school.

Pioneers of Orel sorted about 100,000 kilograms of
seed for the poor peasants. Each Pioneer Local gave
practical assistance to ten farms.

In Ugodskaya Kaluga, just prior to the spring sow-
ing, dishes of soaked seeds can be seen on the window
sills of the houses. The Pioneers are experimenting
with the seed and testing its fertility in accordance
with their contract with the local Soviet which pro-
vides for the classification and grading of seeds grown
on the village tarms.

The Pioneer Company of the Paris Commune Fac-
tory, City of Vladimir, collected five kopek pieces
until they had a fund sufficient to buy a seed drill
for the peasants of the village, Later they supervised
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its use. Local groups of factory Pioneers in the city of
Kostroma collected 6oo rubles toward the purchase
of a tractor. Rostov Pioneers borrowed a sorting ma-
chine from the Credit Society, attached the machine
to a carriage, and made a round of the villages of
the county. Their project resulted in the sorting of
six and one-half tbns of seed.

The People’s Commissariat of Agriculture asked
the Pioneers to aid in locating deposits of lime and
phosphates for fertilizer. The work of these children
has proven of great value in this project. As illustra-
tion of their contribution, the boys and girls of
Ryibinsk while taking an inventory of local re-
sources, discovered quantities of lime readily acces-
sible to farmers.

The All-Union Pioneer Convention adopted a plan
to collect not less than 50,000 tons of ashes annually.
They assigned each Pioneer Company the task of
collecting two tons, The convention estimated that
the collections would net the state about a million
rubles. The ashes are used to fertilize collective and
state farms and experimental fields. Competitions for
the best ash collection have been introduced.

A program of equal importance was that conducted
in connection with the extermination of pests. The
All-Union Pioneer Commissariat of Agriculture gave
the following orders to the Pioneers:

Save 2,621,800 rubles worth of crops from parasites.
Every Pioneer must catch five rats and ten mice, must



AGRICULTURAL ITMPROVEMENT 187

free one fruit tree and ten growing vegetables from par-
asites, must also exterminate ten marmots per year, and
clean of parasites one tenth of a hectar of a field. We
must organize trained shock troops of Pioneers to ac-
complish these tasks. . . . Every Pioneer may take part
by ‘mobilizing unorganized children for a mass cam-
paign, and by drafting the adult popnl?tion.

Birds aid Pioneers in the extermdination of garden
pests. The best method to employ in the campaign against
some garden parasites is to have birds for allies, The
Pioneers and unorganized children will sponsor a “Bird
Day.”

The children fed the birds in the winter and built
artificial nests in their gardens to encourage the birds
to stay with them. They increased the number of
bird houses from 1,500,000, plus a small number of
bird feeding stations, to more than 2,000,000. Every
Pioneer aims to construct one bird house and two bird
feeding stations per year.

Because marmots are responsible for great damage
to the crops, the Pioneers of Kalashevo, Ivano-
Voznesensk, urged the children of their village to en-
gage in a great marmot hunt in the surrounding
wheat fields. Altogether 2,000 marmots were killed.
Since each marmot eats an average of sixteen kilo-
grams per year, the children saved 32,000 kilograms
of wheat. The marmot skins were sold for ten kopeks
each. With the 200 rubles earned, the children
bought rat poison for a future fight against the field
parasites.

The Pioneers have also been enlisted in poultry farm-
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ing. In order to foster their interest, the State Poultry
Trust has entered into an agreement with them. The
Pioneers agreed to undertake within the course of five
years the organizing and building of 5,000 poultry co-
operatives, 5,000 collective chicken farms, and §,000
chicken houses. Every codperative was scheduled to in-
crease the number of chickens in an experimental col-
lective chicken establishment to twenty-five in the first
three years, and the combined collective chicken {arms
were to have 125,000chickens. During the last two years
of the plan, each codperative was to aggregate 125,000
chickens in all. The Pioneers also undertook to add
a good egg-producing hen to every peasant’s {farm and
so give the state a total of 50,000,000 chickens and
%,000,000,000 eggs valued at 150,000,000 rubles.

The Future Farmers of America is a national or-
ganization of farm boys studying vocational agricul-
ture in public secondary schools. It was organized in
Kansas City, Missouri, in 1928, and since that time
associations have developed in forty-six of the states
and in Hawaii and Porto Rico.

The purposes of the organization are stated as fol-
lows: (1) to develop agricultural leadership, (2) stimu-
late interest in farming occupations, (3) create and
nurture a love of country life, (4) promote thrift,
(5) encourage codperative effort, (6) improve scholar-
ship, (7) strengthen the confidence of the farm boy in
himself and his work, (8) improve farm and home
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surroundings, (g) provide needed educational and
recreational activities for its members, and (10) to
supplement with boy-initiated and boy-directed ac-
tivities the regular systematic instruction offered to
prodpective farmers through vocational agricultural
courses. )

The Future Farmers of America is a non-profit
organization codperating with the U.S. Department
of Agriculture and designed to take its place among
other organized agencies striving for the upbuilding
of rural life and the development of a more perma-
nent agriculture. The national headquarters are lo-
cated in Washington, D. C., and the national con-
ventions are held annually at Kansas City.

The membership is divided into four classes based
upon achievement: (1) Green Hands, (2) Future
Farmers, (3) State Farmers, (4) American Farmers.
For each of these classes, a degree is given, based
upon certain qualifications. These qualifications can
be studied by referring to the constitution of the
Future Farmers, Article IV.

In spite of recent adverse economic conditions, the
organization has steadily grown, increasing its mem-
bership to approximately 82,000.

“The scope of this movement is far reaching and
the organization drives steadily forward. Each mem-
ber is alive to his responsibilities and awake to his
opportunities.” The following thirteen project re-
ports are the work of members of this organization:



1§0 YOUTH SERVES THE COMMUNITY

The chapter of the Future Farmers of America
located at the Walsh County Agricultural and Train-
ing School in Park River, North Dakota, was organ-
ized for the purpose of “giving community service
through co&perative effort.”” These boys are demon-
strating through, the application of scientific princi-
pals that the quality and quantity of agricultural
products may both be improved. They wish to show
that far greater results may be achieved by cobpera-
tion than by individual effort.

An experiment in poultry raising was carried on
by this group with sixty-four pullets owned by the
school. Carefully selected birds were used. The birds
were housed in a modern building. The boys mixed
their own mash and added to the diet scratch, butter-
milk, and vegetables. Ixact records were kept for
each pullet; and, at the end of the year, the com-
munity was allowed to examine them in order to
profit by the experiment. The record follows:

Average egg production per hen .......... 203.6

Feed for flock .,..ovvivier i, $ 67.00
Other expenses ......voiveviviriaesanas 83.00
Total expense ......ovvviiiiiinanns, .+ 150.00
Income from flock ..... - S & 1)
Income from labor ...................s. 161.00
Income for labor per hen ........... vees 2.52

From the results, the community saw just how
profitable poultry raising may become under proper
conditions.

During a recent drought in the western part of
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North Dakota, the Future Farmers gave invaluable
aid by collecting potatoes to donate to the stricken
inhabitants. The neighborhood was canvassed to find
out which farmers would be willing to make dona-
tions. Some of the potatoes contributed were still in
the ground. Almost all of the organization members
had a share in this work. A few days later, two car-
loads were ready to be shipped, and 2,200 bushels
of potatoes were contributed. Future Farmers of
America in the drought region unpacked and un-
loaded them with the aid of Red Cross representa-
tives.

Potatoes are a staple produce of northeastern Da-
kota as the land is especially well adapted to their
cultivation. A study of the subject was made by the
boys; then two carloads of the best seed potatoes they
could obtain were codperatively bought for seed plot
work. The land was carefully prepared. Each boy had
an experimental plot to gauge the superiority of the
certified seed.

During the month of July, the Chapter held a
visitor’s day. The boys opened their plots to the adults
of the community for inspection. They demonstrated
the methods used in the work, and the visitors learned
how similar measures could be applied to their own
land.

The chapter carried on a cobperative selling cam-
paign. Circulars were sent to instructors in agricul-
tural classes all over the country. An excerpt follows:
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Many of the members of our chapter carry on certified
seed potato projects and have considerable quantities of
certified seed of various species for sale at this time. The
4oo-acre experimental station which is connected with
our school has carried on an active certified seed develop-
ment program 1n cooperation with the State Seed De-
partment. Your boys who are to carry on potato projects
are, of cqurse, irkerested in getting good seed. We would
like to quote you' prices and fill your order in case you
can buy in quantities of 36,000 pounds or more by pool-
ing orders either among members of your chapter of
F.F.A. or perhaps in cooperation with some other near-by
chapter. Our seed would be carefully graded, sacked, and
shipped from one of the warehouses of the Far North
Potato Association and would be inspected by the Fed-
eral Government,

In response to the letters, the boys received orders
for seven carloads of their seed potatoes.

Annually the Walsh County Chapter joins the
neighborhood chapter of the 4-H Clubs to organize
a fair for the school. Here the youth of the country
exhibit the products of their labor. The entire com-
munity attends. Lessons in scientific farming and co-
operative effort are presented for all. The chapter
awards ribbons and cash prizes for the winning ex-
hibitors. The boy who has completed the best work
during the current year has his name engraved on a
plaque.

To determine which types of seeds were best
adapted to their local farms, another experiment was
attempted by this Walsh County Chapter. They de-
sired to improve varieties of cereals, flax, and field



AGRIGULTURAL IMPROVEMENT 1fg

peas. Under the guidance of the instructor in crops
and soils, they personally did all the planning, meas-
ured out the plots, and conducted the seeding. All
varieties were seeded in one-thirteenth acre plots, in
triplicate.

During the growing season, the boys made exten-
sive notes on the dates of emergence, the blossomlng
of the plant, its heading, height, vigor, and pod set.
All diseases were studied and any other unusual de-
velopment analyzed. These ambitious students are
now organizing all the material gathered into a chart
which they will present at the farmers’ meeting.

The work is judged so valuable that the organiza-
tion intends to include similar practical tests in their
yearly program.

Convinced that the price of laying mash could be
much reduced, the boys of the Walsh County Chapter
purchased the concentrate material and secured the
grain from the school farm. The formula follows:
100 1bs. bran, 100 lbs. shorts, 5o 1bs. corn, 100 1bs. oats,
5o 1bs. barley, so lbs. meat meal, 5o lbs. bone meal,
25 lbs, alfalfa meal, 5 lbs. charcoal, and 1 1b. salt,
About 12,000 lbs. of this laying mash was mixed.
Chapter members and county farmers bought it for
$1.25 per hundred pounds. Commercial mashes were
selling at the same time for from $2.25 to $2.75 per
hundred pounds.

In the spring the boys mixed about two thousand
pounds of starter mash for baby chickens and sold it at
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$1.50 per hundred pounds. It was estimated that the
community was saved about three hundred dollars by
this experiment.

Before school is out in the spring, the boys help
the State Seed Commissioner plant the experimental
plots which dewelop new and improved strains of
seed; in the fall, they aid in harvesting and storing the
crops. They help in such work as indexing potatoes
for virus diseases. The Walsh County Agricultural
and Training School finds the boys an invaluable aid
in conducting their experiments.

The young farmers of Walsh County conducted a
demonstration for the benefit of their neighbors on
the control of gophers, a rodent that does great dam-
age to crops. The boys mixed gso bushels of gopher
exterminator. Two poison demonstrations were then
conducted on the city park golf course, and on the
school farm for the instruction of the farmers,

Worms and external parasites were threatening
sheep-raising, a comparatively new venture in Walsh
County. The Future Farmers obtained information
on the control of these pests, and conducted a demon-
stration at the Community Fair of the approved
methods of control.

The following are brief summaries of a few more
of the outstanding projects conducted by the Future
Farmers of America, in Walsh County, North Dakota.

1. They organized two part-time schools in neighboring
towns where they taught thirty boys scientific farming
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and codperative action through supervised projects.

2. At the school, the boys kept an electric incubator with
capacity for 2,000 eggs. To date, 7,000 chicks have been
hatched for the farmers of the community.

3. They helped matenally with two poultry shows, ar-
ranged the display pens, and aided in taking entries.

4 They assisted in judging the birds.

5. They formed a stock-breeding corporation through
which much of the livestock of the community was
sired.

6. They conducted a livestock sale open to the entire
community. This sale resulted in cobperative trading
and purchasing which was mutually beneficial.

The Redland District Fruit Festival is the outcome
of a Futuie Farmers Project. Every year, the young
farmers exhibited their produce. Several years ago,
they decided to make this a community affair, dis-
playing the products of the neighborhood as well as
their own. They built two booths, one for their own
exhibits and one for exhibits from the community.
After planning their procedure, the neighbors were
invited to join the show, and they responded whole-
heartedly. As an added attraction, the forestry class
prepared for the exhibit samples of native trees, show-
ing leaves, seed, bark, and dressed lumber. Another
exhibit displayed soil and cover crop samples. These
were used to indicate possibilities of improving the
soil with crops that are recognized as soil builders.

The exhibition provided a colorful show. People
came from many miles to see it. Much benefit was de-
rived, and as a result of so much favorable comment,
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the boys determined to make their contribution an an-
nual affair,

The Cairo, West Virginia Chapter of the Future
Farmers of America, at Grant District High School,
Ritchie County, offers an excellent example of the
cobperative activjties engaged in by this nation-wide
organization of youth.

The projects undertaken by the Cairo Chapter
were motivated to some extent by their educational
value, but primarily by their contribution to the
present and future well-being of the community.
These projects arose out of depression conditions—
surplus production, a slump in farm incomes, and
poorly managed farms. The chapter reporter who did
the publicity work for his fellow-members emphasized
the need of codperation and education to change con-
ditions.

Among others, such community services as the fol-
lowing were rendered: testing milk for butter fat,
giving 2,700 vegetable plants to the needy, and co-
operatively buying fertilizers, feed, and even baby
chicks, at a great saving. They built and equipped
a greenhouse. They remodeled an old storage build-
ing into a vocational agriculture shop, and organized
a long-term program of sheep- and chicken-breeding.
Over a period of years they hope to influence the
practice of breeding pure-bred sheep and chickens in
this community.

The students interested in sheepraising planned
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to purchase five regular Shropshire ewes. One student
purchased enough rams to furnish service for the
entire flock. Each boy selected and kept the best of
his resulting ewe lambs until he had built up a home
flock of registered sheep. The culls, both male and
female, were marketed cooperatwely

The other breeding project is concerned “with the
raising of brood hens. Fach member engaged in the
project raised 100 to 200 blood-tested and state-
inspected hens. The hens were kept in sanitary lay-
ing houses with trap-nests. During the hatching sea-
son, the eggs were looked after carefully. Each boy
had a pedigreed rooster for every twenty-five laying
hens.

Arrangements were made to have the eggs hatched
at a West Virginia hatchery, and the chickens were
then returned to the Future Farmers. These were
kept in brooders until sold to local farmers. The
boys made a home-mixed growing mash of seventy-
five per cent locally-produced ingredients. The prog-
ress of one young farmer is recorded in the following
report:

First year: 100 baby chicks, 14 acre potatoes

Second year: 150 baby chicks, 12 sheep, 45 laying hens,
2 acres oats, 2 acres corm, 2 acres soy beans

Third Year: 250 baby chicks, yo0 white leghorn chicks,
18 sheep, 4 acres corn, g acres oats, 4 acres soy beans,

Fourth year: 1,000 baby chicks, 200 laying hens, 28 sheep,
f acres corn, 4 acres oats, § acres soy beans, 1o acres
orchard, 14 acre raspberries.
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Some of the modern methods in farm practices used

by another student in carrying on his enterprise in-
cluded:

1. Wire floor in his brooder house

2. Artificial heat for the little chickens

3. Flexo-glass instgad of regular glass

4. Dosing sheep at least once a month

5. Certified seed for all crops

6. Recommended rations for all livestock

4. Formula fertilizer for the crops

8. Culling farm laying flock

9. Keeping accurate record of all enterprises

10. Home-mixed feeds made of recommended rations

Bulletins are posted in central meeting places giv-
ing the results of all successful experiments tried out
by the chapter and other information valuable to the
farmers of the community.

In Twin Falls, Idaho, a project was undertaken for
the development of improved farming methods and
as a means of raising money for the chapter there.

A plot of twenty acres was rented for $400. It was
good, level, well-irrigated land. Originally the plot
had been an orchard in rough condition. It was of
high alkali content and required drainage, levelling.
fertilizing, and cultivating to obtain balanced, pro-
ductive soil.

Money and labor were necessary for this work. The
boys obtained the codperation of the local dealers in
farm implements. The Future Farmers arranged a
demonstration to show the use of new tractors, plows,
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discs, levels, fertilizer, etc. The demonstration, for
the benefit of the entire community, was held on the
boys’ experimental farm.

One of the boys, elected manager, was responsible
for the success of the farm. A legal contract was drawn
which provided for payment of labor to the manager
according to a man, horse, and labor scale worked out
by the agricultural class. The contract also provided
that one-third of the profit go to the manager, and
two-thirds to the Future Farmers of America. The
manager's contract was signed by the boy’s father, as
well as by the boy. The Future Farmers Thrift Bank
loaned enough money to finance this work, receiving
in return a crop mortgage and note as security. This
procedure required the use of a local banker. Young
officers of the Thrift Bank made out all the papers.

Under supervision by the manager and the adviser,
the work of preparing the seed beds, planting, cul-
tivating, harvesting, and marketing the crop was done
by members of the chapter who received an hourly
wage. As many as twenty-five members often worked
at one time.

The experimental plots were visited during the
summer months by members and farmers on a regular
organized tour of the community. All the agricultural
classes used the farm for such class work as weed
identification and control, irrigation methods, variety
tests, and other improved farming methods.

In codperation with the University of Idaho, the
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young farmers made variety tests with soy beans.
Fertilizer tests were made in connection with the
local fertilizer dealer. The Anaconda Copper Com-
pany furnished the phosphate fertilizer for tests on
sugar beets and potatoes. The following charts illus-
trate the yalue of the experiments:

The manager kept a complete record of all farm
expenses and receipts, and furnished a report to all
the members at the end of the year. As a result of the
successful project, similar activities have been con-
tinued from year to year.

In Santa Rosa, California, the Future Farmers
of America find that improvement in agricultural

REesULTS OF PoraTto TEsTS CONDUCTED BY THE TwIN FarLs HicH
ScrooL, FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA

Per
Increase | cent
over in-

Natural | Vield |Sacks| check | crease
Plot | Methods of | fertilizer | peracre| per plot over

No. application used inlbs, \ acre | inlbs. | check
plots
I. f=25 lbs. acid 2o loads | 21,410 | =214 2,246 11
phosphate manyre
sprinkled on
seed pieces
IX, 125 Ibs. acid None 23,788 | 237 4,624 24
phosphate

broadcast at
planting time

III. [Gheck plot: None | 19164 | o1
No treatment
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RISULTS OF FreTILIZER Tests WITH SUCAR BEETS BY THE TwIN FALLS
Hicu Scuoor, FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA

Per
Increase cend
Tons over in-
Naturel yield chech crease
Plot Methods of fertilizer | per acre | plot | over
No. application used in tons check
plot
1., |Aad Phosphate | manure 22.00 59 36
go Ibs. broad- | 10 loads
cast; go lbs.
drilled by row
II. | Check plot: 16.10
No treatment
III, |Acid Phosphate None 16.38 0.10 Not sig-
125 lbs, broad- nificant
cast
IV, [|Acid Phosphate 19.50 34 21
go lbs, drilled
by rows
V. |Acid Phosphate None 22.80 6.7 41

125 Ihs, broad-
cast and
plowed under

practice alone is not all that is needed to make the
ideal farming conditions. Farm mechanics are of
equal importance, The farm-mechanics teachers of
the Santa Rosa High School introduced a project
along these lines and directed the attention of
the boys ta repair work on home farms. Shop
time was set aside for estimating the time and ma-
terial needed for the work. In many cases these
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home projects were conducted by the boy alone, un-
der the supervision of an instructor.

The work of one freshman is outlined as an illus-
tration: In seventy-three hours of labor, stretching
over a five-month period, he repaired a corral ferce,
the side of a barn, a field fence, a generator, a forge, a
gas engine, and a hay rake. He put new roosts in the
chicken house and repaired the pipes running from
the chicken house to the brooder. He rearranged the
equipment in the workshop, built a shop bench and
a tool rack for wrenches, and painted the shop. He
made a door for the basement of his house, built a
concrete cooler, changed pipes from windmill tank
to cattle trough. He worked on the family Ford, in-
serting a brush in the generator, grinding the valves,
putting in new wiring and brake bands, and painting
the hood. Old lumber and pipe were collected to save
money on materials, The total expenditure for ma-
terials was kept down to $2%.70.

A third-year pupil in the school carried on a pro-
gram of farm mechanics at home that involved 236
hours of his own labor and eighty dollars for mate-
rial. Many other projects involved over a hundred
hours of labor; these included the building of poultry
and hog houses and other equipment used in agri-
cultural projects.

The work permitted the boys to apply in practice
the lessons taught in the school shop.
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Teachers, working on the project, after a year’s
trial, saw the following beneficial results:

1. An increased pupil interest in shop work

2. An opportunity for the boys living at a distance from
the school to have the same opportunity of working on
real farm jobs of their own as the boys who live close
to town h >

3. Another connecting link between the school and the
parcnts, atousing an increased interest in and appre-
ciation of the value of instruction boys are receiving
in the field of vocational agriculture and mechanics

In Bozeman, Montana, the boys of the farm me-
chanics class of the Gallatin County High School, all
Future Farmers, decided to undertake the planning
and installing of improvements on the buildings and
machinery of the ranch of a young farmer, situated
near the town. The farm was engaged in raising irri-
gated crops, range sheep, and poultry.

After the boys had made an inventory of the farm
shop, the buildings, the machinery, tools, and other
equipment, they conferred with the farmer and
planned a program of mechanical improvement to
meet his needs. The first task was to improve the farm
shop and equipment. The shop was dirty and dis-
orderly, and it had little work space and no racks for
supplies and materials. Almost every tool in the place
needed repair. The students put these in working con-
dition and sharpened them in the school shop. They
renovated the farm building, arranged for better light-
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ing, working space, and supply room. They also built
a tool board with the outlines of tools painted on it.

Next, they reconditioned a gasoline engine, built a
run for young chickens, renovated an old log cabin
and installed roosts and feeders, and then fenced in a
chicken Tun in front of the house. For materials, they
used scattered odds and ends found on the farm.
Their total expense (for staples) amounted to only
fifteen cents.

In order to improve the condition of the ranch-
er’s poultry house which was insanitary and poorly
lighted and ventilated, as well as damp from the sub-
irrigation of a near-by stream, the boys put in a con-
crete floor of two layers separated by a layer of tar
paper. This kept the floor dry and warm for the lay-
ing pullets. A straw loft was built, ventilators in-
stalled in the two gables of the building, roosts made,
and celloglass put into wooden frames in a manner
providing for additional ventilation and for removal
in warm weather. The cost incurred for the concrete
floor was $22.50 for cement and tar paper. The
gravel was taken from a near-by stream bed. The
celloglass for the windows cost fifteen dollaxs. Thus,
with an outlay of only thirty-seven dollars an old in-
sanitary poultry house was converted into a warm,
modern, laying house which is steadily paying for its
repairs through increased egg production during the
winter, Other constructive work is being planned for
the immediate future.
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Although this project materially benefited only
one farmer in the vicinity, the entire community is
using it as a model. The farm is being used for dem-
onstration purposes. The boys have become intensely
interested in what can be done with so small an
amount of money and are carrying.on similar pro-
grams of improvement on their home farms.?

The 4-H Club has a long history of leadership in
socially-useful work in America. This organization is
also assisted by the United States Department of
Agriculture, the county governments, and the rural
people who codperate with it.

The aim of the 4-H Club is to help farm boys and
girls do something worth while for their communities
in the sphere of homemaking and agriculture. It seeks
to develop wholesome, worthy manhood and woman-
hood in keeping with the interpretation of the ideals
indicated in the 4-H insignia (development of Head,
Heart, Hand, and Health); to assist these boys and
girls in improving home and farm practices as junior
citizens in their home communities, thereby affecting
community progress; to train them in community
recreation and organization; to make possible the ad-
justment of farm boys and girls to their environment
in the development of the appreciation of nature and
a sympathetic understanding of the finer values in
rural life, as well as an appreciation of farming as

1 Adapted from Basil C. Asheralt, Agricultural Education, April,
1934.
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an occupation; to help boys and girls to develop lead-
ership, vision, and codperation in home and com-
munity affairs,

The enrolment in extension club work with boys
and girls is as follows:

Enrolled Membership

Boys ...l Ceriaaa 978,143
Girls ... i 549,822
Total enrolment .......... 921,965

The seven projects here reported are typical of
hundreds that are constantly being planned and ac-
complished by this very active group of socially-
minded children and youth.

The local 4-H Club of Mooringsport, Louisiana,
decided to attempt the purchase of a community can-
ner. As there were no funds available for the pur-
pose, the group set out to obtain them.

A calf, cans, and the necessary equipment for meat
canning were purchased for the total cost of $12.24.
The members of the club met at the home of their
local leader and put up 18c cans of meat. This was
accomplished with the aid and supervision of the
United States Home Demonstration Agent.

The product was sold at a profit of §26.85, which
was immediately reinvested in a community canner.
The members visited the homes and taught the adults
how economically meat could be canned. Many of
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the townspeople who had never eaten preserved meat
before, learned how palatable it was, and the canner
has since been in constant use. This young group also
gave benefits and earned money to supply containers
to families who could not afford to purchase cans and
preserve the [ruit and vegetables they had raised.

This same group undertook a rat-killing campaign.
At the end of each year, the boy or girl who killed
the most rats was awarded a prize. At the end of the
second year after the introduction of this program,
soo rats had been killed. This service to the com-
munity can readily be appreciated when it is esti-
mated that a rat can destroy two dollars worth of food
per year.

A brace-and-crutch fund for crippled children was
also maintained by this same club at the local hos-
pital. Tin foil was collected and sold by the club
members to increase this fund.

Each year at the annual community and parish
fairs, the club membexs are invited to exhibit their
products, exclusive of dead rats, and their booths are
always surrounded by interested well-wishers.

The people of Oakland Township, Butler County,
Pennsylvania, awoke to the fact that there was little
or no community spirit. They came to the conclusion
that an undertaking in which the boys and girls
worked together might remedy this condition. The
County Agricultural Agent suggested that a 4-H
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Club be formed. A project was introduced to supply
strawberries which, up to that time, were lacking in
the community.

The neighborhood was canvassed, and a meeting
was called which was attended by children and their
parents. A 4-F Strawberry Club was organized, and
officers selected.” Formed under favorable conditions,
the club prospered from the start. It soon branched
out into a Girl's Room Improvement Club,-and
Food, Health, Canning, Bee, Celery, and Capon
groups.

This club developed into a social center, and the
monthly meetings of the Strawberry Club were the
occasions for lectures and community singing. The
club, as well, proved an incentive to strawberry-
growing on a commercial scale for the adults of the
community.

The 4-H Clubs deal with livestock projects, The
children and youth of Pullman, Washington, con-
ducted a project on beef feeding. A livestock spe-
cialist who had made a study of the subject interested
the boys in the project. He suggested that they under-
take to prove to the community farmers that, by feed-
ing their late fall or early spring calves properly
through the winter months, top quality baby beef
could be produced by the following spring. The
group decided to enlist the codperation of their par-
ents by holding a livestock fair and sale. The sale was
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a great success. The boys’ club took advantage of it to
buy several high-grade steer and heifer calves for
their own purposes. In order that no favoritism
would be shown and each member of the club given
a fair chance in the selection of the animals for which
he was to care, the boys drew them by lot.

The animals received excellent care, especially as
to intensive grain feeding. To obtain the best re-
sult, they combined different grains scientifically in
the rations. A period of 150 to 200 days on a full-
grain feed was required to fatten a calf sufficiently for
it to be a market “topper.” All the expenses of the
experiment, as well as a record of purchases and sales,
were carefully recorded by each boy. Record books
and information on livestock feeding and manage-
ment were furnished by the County Agricultural
Agent, who watched the experiment with great in-
terest. Cardboard feed records were posted in the
various barns. The experiment led to the study by
the boys of new and improved methods of judging
beet cattle, and their market values. School knowl-
edge of arithmetic and demonstration by local lead-
ers on record-keeping were used by the boys in their
bookkeeping. This was an important educational by-
product of the experiment.

The material profit gained from fattening one
baby beef calf for market was relatively small, but
through this system of feeding and through careful
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management, each club member received a profit suf-
ficient to pay for the time spent in the experiment.
At the end of the period, the livestock was exhibited.
Returns from this beef-feeding project proved the
contention of the livestock specialist and served as a
demonstration to the community. In order that others
might benefit to the fullest from their work, the clubs
formed demonstration teams, each composed of two
members who gave talks on the various phases of their
work. The following are examples of the subject
chosen:

1. Polishing the horns, trimming the feet, and curling
the hair of the animal for the show

2. Balancing rations of barley for baby beef

3. Dehorning calves with caustic potash and with saw
after ligation to prevent bleeding

4. Castrating: bloodless method and regular method

5. Branding with a hot iron and with branding fluid

Work of this type is educational and practical. It
is obvious that the community in which such activi-
ties are being conducted is deeply interested in sci-
entific agricultural methods.

In Brookings, South Dakota, the 4-H Club enter-
prises deal with projects for improving livestock and
testing seed corn, as well as agricultural and home-
economics demonstrations.

Special interest was shown in the seed corn test.
The demonstration was held in g51 rural schools and
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attended by 9,545 people, bringing corn samples from
2,265 farms intending to plant 135,900 acres.

A rope-making demonstration was also made and
a pattern service maintained for the state 4-I1 Clubs.
Sixty-six different patterns were used; 503 copies of
these patterns were made, and there were 704 re-
quests for them.

Tllustrative material in home furnishing and cloth-
ing was made at the state headquarters and circulated
among the various home-extension districts in order
to carry to rural homes better and more economical
methods of furnishing the homes and clothing the
families.

In Connecticut, the 4-H Club is doing work in
demonstration of dairy methods, testing for butter
fat, raising better poultry, improving the vegetable
gardens; and caring for fruit trees, by spraying and
using better stock for planting. In home economics,
also, the state groups have accomplished much that
is valuable.

In every instance of successful achievement, the
findings have been posted for the information of the
respective communities, and in many instances dem-
onstration tours have been conducted for the benefit
of the farmers. In addition, there were three county
camps beside two state encampments for the young
people. The encampments and other local meetings
where demonstration work was carried on had a total
attendance of 198,000 persons.
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For their contributions to community improve-
ment no American youth organizations have been
found equal to the 4-H Clubs and Future Farmers of
America. For this reason, their projects have been re-
ported in detail. )




CHAPTER VI

YOUTH CONTRIBUTES TO CIVIC ARTS

HE contributions made by youth here and in
foreign lands to civic arts signify a genuine in-
terest in the betterment, esthetic as well as useful, of
their communities and a finer realization of their
own capacities and effectiveness.

The Pioneers of the Moscow Red Defense write:

The house management assigned us a socially-useful
job of entertaining the tenants. We carefully went
through attics and basements, and collected junk. We
were paid a good deal of money for it. That money and
the money we had from selling iron number plates made
by the children we invested in a microphone, It was in-
stalled in our apartment-house club room, We asked the
house management to buy loud-speakers for every apart-
ment. The management did, and we installed them and
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connected them to our microphone. We then assembled
in our club room and broadcast an announcement that
we would give weekly talks and concerts. We have kept
our promise for several months. Everybody living in our
house can hear us through the system. Every circle of
our company is drafted for this work, We have our news
announcements and our siring orchestra. Pioneers sing
for us, and several children have displayed unusual tal-
ents, Every event which takes place in the house is broad-
cast,

Tenants who are slow with the rent and others who
break rules get their due through our radio system. To
add variety to our program, we are planning to invite
other companies of Pioncers to our radio station. Qur
radio has been a great success.

The All-Union Pioneer Convention resolved to in-
stall 75,000 radio receiving sets in the villages for
the year 1930, and three sets for each Pioneer com-
pany in the cities. They decided that radio installa-
tion in schools, workers' houses, clubs, and Red Cor-
ners, should be the responsibility of every company
Pioneers’ link, children’s radio circle, and radio ama-
teurs.

The Pioneers of the “Nytra” plant in the Perm
region arranged an evening of games and other en-
tertainment at their club. Prizes were given for the
best song and the best accordion-playing. An eleven-
year-old accordionist received the prize—a month’s
subscription to the Pioneers’ newspaper.

Company Pioneers send the peasants newspapers,
magazines, and books of clippings, and distribute
books on the Five-Year-Plan to the villages. The pu-
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pils of the school in the Bolshaya Krepkaya village
in the Don region sell books from the local book-
store to neighboring farms and villages. The women
as well as the men in the region buy these books vol-
untarily.

In the Tomsk region of Siberia, the Pioneers’ Cix-
cle of students of ethnology have organized a small
museum which contains a collection of old costumes,
local head-gear, and photographs.

School plays in the U.S.S.R. are usually produced
by the pupils in their own schools and on their own
stages. The spectators consist of pupils and guests in-
vited from factories and shops associated with the
school. A very successful play sometimes has addi-
tional performances in the club of the factory or shop
with which the school ig in contact, in a children’s
home, or in a near-by village patronized by the school.
Towns and large cities which have centers of art, re-
view the theatrical work of all the city and district
schools twice a year, and the best of these school plays
sometimes achieve presentation by an art center.

A far cry from the obvious methods employed by
Pioneer youth movements is the introduction of an
art gallery into the Abraham Lincoln High School
in Brooklyn, New York. The idea originated with
those of the student body who sensed an opportunity
to arouse community interest and stimulate esthetic
appreciation.
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The gallery was sponsored by the Chairman of the
Art Department, and a Student-Director was ap-
pointed to manage it. Under his direction, a student
squad codperates in attending to the necessary duties
for efficient operation of the gallery. The members
of the squad are responsible for the neatness of the
room, and they take care of the bulletin board, issue
invitations to the exhibitions, admit and guide visi-
tors, and contribute clippings of current art news
events,

The pupils were eager for the success of the under-
taking and planned a campaign to interest their rela-
tives, friends, and the community. At different times
during the fall and winter months, exhibitions were
held of old and modern Masters; water-colors; photo-
graphs of ancient Greece and Rome; pictures, rec-
ords, and documents pertaining to Abraham Lincoln;
textiles and weaving, and even student-made dresses.
For all these exhibitions, attractive invitations were
made by the students and mailed to parents, persons
immediately interested in the school, and people di-
rectly concerned with art.

After the many small exhibits had proven so suc-
cessful, the pupils determined, with the aid of their
director, to see what could be done with an exhibi-
tion by professional artists for the purpose of bring-
ing art closer to those who lived some distance from
the art centers of the city.

The first step was the issuance of invitations to local
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artists for the exhibition of one painting from each,
with the understanding that one picture of the group
exhibited would be purchased and placed in the Lin-
coln Gallery. The response was splendid. A total of
forty-two paintings was exhibited. Of the ten most
popular with the students, faculty, and parents, five
were finally selected for further judgment by a jury
of five interested art patrons, and from these the final
seléction was made.

The success of the exhibition warrants its becom-
ing a permanent annual event. Its sponsors, the pu-
pils of the Abraham Lincoln High School, and the
residents of the Coney Island district are working
toward that end.

The gallery is also used for instructional purposes
to correlate the various departments of art instruc-
tion, to provide an opportunity for the development
of student initiative, and to develop artistic and use-
ful social qualities. Although the project is in its early
stages, it is a step up the ladder to interrelation of
school and community.

In a New York neighborhood where the movies
are the usual form of recreation for growing boys
and girls, as well as grown-ups, an experiment has
been developed at the Children's Theater of the
Henry Street Settlement.

The introduction of this novel source of entertain-
ment has had its results not only in the elevation of
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cultural standards in the homes of the neighborhood
but has also provided a wonderful opportunity for
work in Americanization. Mothers, particularly, are
receiving pleasure, and by actual contact with the
playhouse, the opportunity to better their acquaint-
ance with the English language. Through the stirring
of their curiosity and imagination, they are becoming
more receptive to wholesome outside influences.

Starting with a small group of twenty-five children
some six years ago, the enrolment in the theater has
increased to 168, with a steady attendance of more
than 100 children throughout the season. The groups
are composed of youngsters from four to sixteen years
of age.

The work is divided into song, dramatic, and dance
periods. During the song period, the children work as
a group—singing rhymes and folk-songs, and playing
singing games. The older girls work on more difficult
material and are now able to sing whatever choruses
are required for public production.

The dramatic work is chiefly the result of impro-
visation in the studio. The children use their own
imagination and initiative, indulging in free, natural
pantomime, adding words as they build up their
stories, This has developed into story-telling and
other creative abilities. Stories are written and illus-
trated by the children, and finally bound into book-
lets,
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Dancing has been approached from the angle of
vigorous body play accompanied by rhythmic music.
A brief time is given to technique with each group,
and then dancing follows. The dancing and dramatic
imfirovisations are closely allied, and although the
following example took place in the dramatic period,
it might have been performed to music in the dance
studio.

One child in the seven-year-old group selected sev-
eral others to join her, and after a whispered consul-
tation, the following ritual was performed: The chil-
dren lay on the {loor; then, suddenly, jumped up, one
by one. They drifted to another part of the room
where they revolved rapidly and lay down again.
They then stood up, one by one, and relaxed in jerks
from head, waist, knees, and ankles; then fell, bobbing
up and down vigorously. Suddenly, they all were
quite still—and, just as suddenly, all leapt up to-
gether. After many attempts by the audience to guess
the story, the children explained that they were car-
rots pulled from the ground, scraped, cut into pieces,
put into the pot, boiled, and served for dinner.

Each year, the children give public performances.
At the present time, dance-pantomime is the usual
form of entertainment, Each class works as a group
on some part of the production, only meeting to-
gether for full rehearsal the last weeks before the
final performance.



®
10 YOUTH SERVES THE COMMUNITY

This work has contributed to a better cultural at-
mosphere in a neighborhood where the development
of refinement and appreciation of the arts is vital.

The 1930-1934 years of depression brought to the
pupils of Minneapolis schools a realization of im-
minent danger to one of their chief sources of enjoy-
ment and self-education. The Minneapolis libraries
were receiving successively smaller grants each year,
and children decided to avert the possibility of their
shutting down by collectively calling on the civic au-
thorities for more funds.

Several schools, notably Sidney Pratt, Monroe, and
Kenwood, elected representatives to a children’s dele-
gation which appeared to present their case before
the city’s Board of Estimate and Taxation. Other
groups of children did some individual and collec-
tive lobbying among various aldermen and members
of the Board of Estimate, and organized the publicity
work effectively enough to receive considerable space
in the Minneapolis press which printed photographs
of the delegation in action.

Supported by the Library Board, the Librarian,
representatives of the Church and school faculties,
the collective efforts of the children succeeded in
keeping the city’s libraries open during the most
critical year of the depression. Their concern over
the possible loss of cultural facilities showed a sig-
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nificant civic attitude. Youth scored a genuine social
achievement.

Completely different, yet essentially similar in its
social usefulness, was the project organized by four
chapters of the Junior Red Cross to aid adult volun-
teer Braillists of the Red Cross to prepare and print
8,001 story books for the blind of the United States.
The four chapters, located in Madison, New Jersey,
Philadelphia, New York City, and Washington, had
large enough presses to take care of wholesale pub-
lishing.

The adult Braillists of the Red Cross compiled a
list of fifteen books that would meet the following re-
quirements:

1. Proper story length permitting wholesale transcrip-
tion

2. Literary value

3. Material unfamiliar to the average reader

4. Copyright permission

All Junior Red Cross members took an active part
in the work. The National Children’s Fund con-
tributed the money to pay for the paper. One hun-
dred and twenty chapters located in the larger schools
made artistic book covers of cardboard boxes, heavy
art paper, and wall-paper ten by five and one-half
inches in size, under the direction of art supervisors
and teachers. Original designs were painted and then
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shellacked to protect the covers. Many of the groups
raised designs to illustrate the story, while others
pasted or sewed designs in heavy yarn or felt. The
children then attached the covers with heavy ribbon,
braided yarn, floss, or colored shoestrings. ’

Committees of Junior Red Cross members pre-
sented the books to the various schools for the blind,
and the pupils of the Braille School wrote letters of
appreciation to the children. Here is one from a boy
who is a member of a Braille school in Newark, New
Jersey:

Our class wants to thank you for the interesting books
which you have sent us, We especially enjoyed them be-
cause they were stories we had never read before. The
thing that made them even more enjoyable was that we
can keep them for our own. The covers of the book made
us want to read the inside.

The interest aroused in this friendly service to the
blind led the Pittsburgh art classes to send 350 Christ-
mas and Easter greeting cards to all blind men,
women, and school children in Allegheny County.

This project afforded pleasure to the blind, fos-
tered a sympathetic interest, and created nation-wide
comradeship.

An orchestra both for pupils and parents was the
contribution to civic arts by the Buxton County Day
School, Short Hills, New Jersey, under the sponsor-
ship of the Music Director,

Ten parents were persuaded to join the school or-
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chestra. After choosing instruments, the adult class
divided into three groups—string, brass, and wood-
wind performers. Under the direction of teachers and
children, the adults were soon able to play open tones
such as 4 and C. Encouraged by this small success,
one of the parents played the piano, while the others,
as an orchestra ensemble, practised sounding the open
tones on accented beats. The orchestra has grown in
courage and membership, and other fathers and
mothers have learned to play various instruments
creditably. Several entire families now belong to the
school orchestra and spend much of their leisure time
together. One such family group is composed of a
mother who plays the piano, a father who is mastering
the clarinet, a fifteen-year-old girl who is learning the
cello, and a fourteen-year-old boy who plays the
flute; another daughter, the youngest, is this year’s
Concert Master of the children's orchestra. In an-
other family, the mother is becoming proficient as a
cellist; the father plays the French horn; the sixteen-
year-old son, the clarinet; and an eleven-year-old girl
plays the violin.

The parents are taught by the children and super-
vised by the faculty. In the beginning, the parents
borrowed musical instruments from the school or
from their children, but as enthusiasm and sound in-
creased, many bought their own instruments. All or-
chestra members are provided with music which is
kept in the association library.
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There is no doubt that this project has developed
pleasurable, constructive avocations for the parents
as well as the children. Mutual interest in music has
brought about between families 2 new sympathetlc
understanding.

With the thought of developing an appreciation
of children’s art in New London, Connecticut, the
Art Supervisor of Public Schools, Grades I to VII,
suggested an exhibit at the new Lyman Allyn Mu-
seum.

The children were delighted at the idea of display-
ing their work, and the director and his staff were
helpful and willing to aid in the plan.

The pictures, mostly in eighteen by twenty-four
inch size, done in easel chalks and poster paints, were
very free and colorful and, during the three weeks
they were shown in the gallery, attracted many visi-
tors. Many of these visitors had not previously visited
the art gallery, and this first experience gave them
an appreciation not only of the children’s work, but
acquainted them with the masterpieces in the regular
gallery collection. By request of the museum there
have been three of these exhibits, and it is hoped they
will prove an annual feature.

In addition, the public library willingly accepts
art work whenever asked, and a large exhibit in
chalk, poster paint, and finger painting was displayed
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at the County Convention of the Parent Teachers As-
sociation held at the near-by town of Niantic.

No attempt is made to do “exhibition work”; ex-
amples of creative art are selected all through the
yeat by the supervisor whenever outstanding ability
is discovered.

These exhibits encourage the children’s artistic ef-
forts, teach them to enjoy the museum with the added
pleasure of having a part in it, interest the parents,
and prove to the public that child art is worth while
and delighful enough for public exhibition.

The boys and girls of Abraham Lincoln High
School, sitnated in a middle-class neighborhood in
Los Angeles, California, are accorded an opportunity
to serve as active citizens of the school and construc-
tive citizens of Lincoln Heights community. The boys
and girls of the school who are interested in physical
activities assume the sponsorship of volunteer groups
in the neighborhood playground after their partici-
pation in their own seasonal sports at school. To
these younger boys and girls, association with the
high-school athletes stimulates greater effort in or-
ganized sports.

Each city playground has a student sponsor from
Lincoln as a volunteer aid to the director in charge.
At the branch libraries of the district, girls organize
story-telling hours and book clubs, and boys help
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with the discipline at night. Each local newspaper
has a student reporter. The neighborhood elemen-
tary schools enlist the aid of Lincoln students in di-
recting dramatics and conducting orchestras, organ-
izing work with the Boy and Girl Scout groups, the
Camp Fire Girls, and Woodcrait Rangers. Boys and
girls volunteer for work in the various churches of
their faith as pupil leaders and Sunday school leaders.

Under the direction of their Scoutmaster, Kiwanis
Troop #31, of Weiser, Idaho, designed and con-
structed original Christmas toys for the poor chil-
dren of school age in the community.

Thirty boys, ranging from twelve to sixteen years
in age, worked on a toy which was designed by one
of their group. The boys formed three divisions, and
each of the three groups was given a specific task.
One group traced the figure of the toy on plyboard;
another cut it out; and the third smoothed off the
rough edges and sandpapered the figure. The toy was
then decorated with crayon, and cach figure was given
a different expression in color. The finished product
was the figure of 2 man, with a wooden ring on a long
cord attached to it. The man’s nose, comically dis-
torted, was his most prominent feature, and the ob-
ject of the game was to snap the ring over the nose.

The Federal Government has just completed one
of its housing projects in the vicinity of one of the
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large elementary schools in New York City. The pu-
pils had watched and studied the.erection of this huge
Hillside apartment project from the initial dirt-
turning ceremony. Many of them were to live in the
apartments when completed. The faculty conceived
of the idea of obtaining one of the typical apartments
and having the entire school participate in furnish-
ing the rooms as attractively as possible with a limited
expenditure per room. The faculty convinced the au-
thorities that this project would not only bring
crowds to the new development to obseive an apart-
ment designed and furnished by pupils but would,
incidentally, set a standard for all the tenants in terms
of a most attractive home at a reasonable cost. The
authorities gave the apartment, and the school set to
work.

The fHifty-seven classrooms in the school divided up
the work so that each room in the apartment was the
responsibility of many classes. These classes planned
their respective room codperatively after much study
of average budgets and principles of interior decorat-
ing. The furniture was built by the children in the
school shops. The color scheme and the wall hangings
were carefully chosen.

When the apartment was finished it served for a
month as an exhibit and model for the Hillside De-
velopment.



YOUTH CONTRIBUTES TO LOCAL HIS-
TORY, SURVEYS AND INVENTORIES,
AND PROTECTION OF RESOURCES

N the reservation at Cherokee, North Carolina,

a history teacher suggested to the pupils of
Indian High School that they begin a museum col-
lection of objects pertaining to the history and cul-
ture of their race. The teacher’s attention had pre-
viously been drawn to a large mound site near the
school, and to the fact that the bottom lands in the
vicinity revealed, with each year's plowing, pieces
of pottery, stone work, tobacco pipes, and an occa-
sional grooved axe. Her suggestion to the pupils that
they obtain the objects found in the plowed fields
and bring them to the school was received with
enthusiasm. The students brought not only the field
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diggings but the Indian relics that had been in the
possession of their families for generations. The collec-
tion grew in size and importance, and attracted the
attention of students and archaeologists of Indian
culture and visitors interested in the locality.

Perhaps the most interesting specimens from an
archeological point of view were several Folsom spear
points with their distinguishing grooves running
down the faces of the blades. A number of these
points had been found together with the fossil of an
extinct type of bison in the Southwest by an anthro-
pologist of the University of Pennsylvania Museum.
He now made a study of the distribution of Folsom
points, and photographed and recorded the collection
of the Indian High School.

The students made their own detailed study of the
chipping and flaking of these flints. The different
points included rejects or blanks, crude, local flint
flakes; and the fine, chipped points of both the stem
and the leaf variety. The children now understood
why their forefathers had to travel many miles to
Georgia and Tennessee for suitable stone from which
to make their implements. The local flint was too
hard for the secondary chipping necessary to make
a really fine arrow point or blade.

The collection included several highly prized fam-
ily Bibles written in the Cherokee dialect, and a
Cherokee shallow basket made of cane splints. Indian
baskets of today are made of oak splints because of
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the scarcity of cane, so this last item would make a
valuable addition to any large museum.

The children’s collection will perhaps exert an in-
fluence on the art work of the adult Indians on the
reservation. The teacher hopes that the pottery col-
lection will bring back to the parents the original
Cherokee designs and methods of manufacture and
supplant the Cherokee tribe’s copies of pottery made
by the near-by Catawbas. The latest developments of
the local-history project at the Indian High School
have been the drawing of a map of near-by mound
sites sheltering Indian relics and the beginning of a
library collection on subjects useful to the study of
Cherokee culture, history, arts, and customs.

A number of cases of vandalism were noticed by
those in charge of unoccupied property in the vicin-
ity of Whittier Junior High School in Lincoln, Ne-
braska. Window lights were maliciously broken, and
other damage was done by rowdies, The sponsors of
the local Civic League brought this problem to the
attention of the pupils of the school, and together
with the adult leaders of the Civic League, represen-
tatives of the pupils elected from each home room
worked out a plan to guard property against destruc-
tion.

The pupils' representatives immediately suggested
the apprehension and punishment of the offenders.
The adult leaders, however, skilfully focussed atten-
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tion on the benefit to the community of education
in the value of property, and in this way the original
proposition was tactfully discarded.

Volunteers were called upon to make a daily in-
spection of certain blocks selected by the pupils them-
selves. These surveyors were to inspect the vacant
properties only from the exterior so that in no instance
could they be accused of trespassing.

Upon the completion of the survey, 1,050 pupils in
their home rooms either discussed, or listened to the
discussion of the situation. Twenty-five pupils under-
took to act as inspectors for the duration of one
month, and all participants in the discussion resolved
to refrain from doing anything that might harm the
property.

Aside from the obvious values of the undertaking,
there was a further advantage to the community in-
sofar as dollars and cents were concerned. A member
of the city's Realty Board, when made aware of this
project by the neighbors, called at the school and
personally asked for the continuation of this service.
In his opinion the entire community was benefiting
by this project.

It must be noted that the adult leaders of this
project, teachers as well as civic workers, applied one
of the best methods of approach to the work to be
done. Their part of the undertaking was confined to
deft and subtle guidance, permitting the pupils the
executive rights of planning and actual operation.
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The results were gratifying. Children felt that they
were not being “taught,” but that they were learning
from experiences created by themselves and designed
to serve their home town.

Questing for truth and adventure, a half dozen
young people in Moorestown, New Jersey, decided to
do something “different.” The group determined to
make a survey of the attitudes of all Moorestown vot-
ers on the major issues that faced the seventy-fourth
Congress.

The original half dozen secretly lined up a volun-
teer army ol forty young people. They pledged them-
selves to contribute two afternoons and evenings of
their Christmas holiday to a special and secret proj-
ect. Young folks signed up from both the local high
school and the Friends' School, and some from col-
leges. Almost every church in town was represented,
and two young Negroes also joined, thus making the
group truly representative.

The six originators prepared and mimeographed
the ballots, laid out the town into districts, lined up
the forty volunteers, and prepared reports for the
newspapers. Everything was done quietly in order to
convince the local press of the news value of the story
so that they would play up its finest points. -

The strategy worked! The Moorestown News wel-
comed the article and promised the group one hun-
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dred free copies to use in introducing the ballots to
the voters.

Tinally one afternoon, the volunteers went into ac-
tion. Armed with the ballots, each worker combed his
or her district of fifty homes. Late in the day, the
group assembled at General Headquarters to report
progress, and to swap stories of their house-to-house
adventures. A lively discussion took place with re-
gard to the way workers themselves would vote on
the ballot they had distributed. Suffice to say there
were as many differences of opinion as there were be-
tween husbands and wives who voted.

The following day the ballots were collected. The
group found this end of the business very difficult.
Some ballots came easily, but others required persua-
sion. Many citizens were indifferent or admittedly in-
capable of answering, and a few were hostile. The
percentage of ballots filled out varied from zero in
one district to 8o per cent in another, but it averaged
close to one person in every three approached. In alj,
1,500 ballots were collected.

As soon as the returns were counted, a publicity
campaign was started. A group of nine went to Wash-
ington, were interviewed by their Senators, left copies
of the results at the White House, and earned a letter

~"of thanks on bechalf of the President. Publicity did
not end here. The project was hailed in numerous
newspapers and mmagazines, from coast to coast.
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Moorestown has declared its opinion in clear-cut
fashion—in favor of a definite peace program, a Fed-
eral anti-lynching law, a central banking system, na-
tional unemployment insurance, a new Food and
Drug Act, rigid liquor regulations, and large public
expenditures for housing. The vote indicated a slight
majority opposing the reduction of our tariff, and
the immediate payment ot the veterans” bonus.

The young people created a slogan for use in ton-
nection with the publicity: *“What one community
has done, others must do, if our Democracy is to be
made to work.”

Following is a sample form of the ballot used with
the votes tabulated:

Tn Our Senator and Our Representative in the Seventy-fourth Con-
gress:

I, the undersigned voter of Moorestown, N. J., have indicated my
opinion on some of the important issues that face our new Congress,

YES NO

1,506 151 1. Further investigation of the munitions industry
q70 408 2. Joiming the World Court
658 522 3. Membership in the League of Nations
624 Go 4. Reduction of our naval and military expenditures
549 G2g 5. Reduction of our tariif
1,074 304 6. A federal anti-lynching Act to discourage lynching
723 409 7. Government regulation of industry by codes, fixing
minimum wages and maximpm hours
1058 158 8. A ventral banking system to maintain a sound cur*=
rency and msure deposits
Logs 205 9. Natiomal unemployment insurance and old-age pen-
sions
919 a87 1o, Large public works expenditures for slum clearance
and low rental honsing
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g 418 11, Turther federal development of our water power re-
sources under Tennessee Valley Authority
877 639 12. Immediate payment of Veteran's bonus due n 1945
1,067 190 13. A new Food and Drug Act increasing government
control over advertising as well as labels
1,109 155 14. Rigid federal regulation of liquor tiaffic and hiquor

' advertising

Pupils of the Washington Irving High School, New
York City, in honor of the Bicentennial of George
Washington'’s birth, collaborated on a historical guide
book of carly New York scenes and environs con-
nected with the life of the first President.

In search of relics and information, the pupils of
the civics and history departments visited museums,
memorials, libraries, historical societies, parks, and
private houses once honored by Washington.

Biographical data were selected with care and dis-
crimination, for are there not at least fifty beds in
which it is claimed Washington slept one memorable
night? Are there not two different organizations
which claim they have the very desk on which Wash-
ington signed the death warrant of Major André?

With accuracy, patience in tedious research, ob-
servation, and discrimination, chapters of the guide
book were written and rewritten, pen and ink
sketches rejected and revised. The result was a lit-
erary and artistic achievement, Hundreds of the

"printed guide books were used by New York visitors
during the following years.

The guide book includes a chapter for motorists
which gives detailed description of Morristown,
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White Plains, Newburg, and other sites of local in-
terest. The closing words of this chapter are:

In imagination you have been retracing parts of
Washington’s life, in our great city. How fine it would
be if all citizens of today, both young and old, would
follow his example, and really walk in his footsteps.

Sixth-grade pupils, their teacher, and a faculty
member of Western Reserve University discussed to-
gether the plan of a book on local natural history for
the people of Garfield Heights, Ohio.

The original plan was to have sixty different books
of individual observation and research, but the stu-
dents finaily decided to collaborate on one book. Its
four chapters were to deal with the history, geog-
raphy, flora, and fauna ot the locality. Information
and specimens were obtained on several field trips
to Garfield Park and supplemented with classroom
study between trips.

The first trip accomplished little more than the
formulation of a rule that no trip would be taken in
the future without some definite object in view.
Further, there was to be no destruction to the park.
The class drew up a set of “Outdoor Good Manners”
and “Penalties for Broken Rules.” The rules were
cautions not to destroy grass, trails, and danger signss=
not to pull branches or bark off trees, strew papers,
trespass on private property, build fires except in open
spaces or in stoves provided for the purpose, or to
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make tolem poles out of trees. The pupils were to
move silently on hikes so that those interested might
listen for bird songs or observe wild life in its nat-
ural haunts.

After successive field trips, the book was finally
written. The chapter on history includes valuable cor-
respondence to members of the class from the de-
scendants of President James A. Garfield. It traces
the development of the city park from the time the
land was bought from three farmers in 1895 to the
present. Names were recorded which many living in-
habitants of Garfield remember. Two pupils drew il-
Tustrations, one of the Garfield Memorial, and the
other a map of Orange Township with the original
Garfield estate colored in red.

The chapter on geography includes a map of North
America showing the location of Garfield Heights
and smaller maps of the locality, city parks, etc. A
number of drawings show the rock formation and
soil deposits in the park.

Special topics were assigned to individuals of the
respective groups. The written reports were then
worked out by the groups and usually read to the
class for comment. The illustrations were done free-
hand by volunteers and then mimeographed. The en-

==3ire class worked on the preface. The table of con-
tents and the index were planned last by individuals
chosen by the class. Sixty-two books in all were mime-
ographed. Each pupil did one or two books, work-
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ing after school, on holidays, but always with unflag-
ging interest.

Explaining the difficulties and the changes that
should be made in undertaking a similar project, the
teacher wrote:

We experienced lack of time, lack of reference mate-
rial, and difliculty in meeting course of study require-
ments in addition to the project work. If the work were
done over, mimeographing would be begun at the start.
A definite number of minimum assignments would be
made for each pupil; there would be many more indi-
vidual assignments. The brighter pupils would assist the
slower, and thus substitate as guides for the teacher.

Copies of the book are now owned by each mem-
ber of the class, by seven libraries and museums, in-
cluding the Cleveland Main Library, and by a num-
ber of private individuals. The project started a fine
spirit of cobperation among the pupils, parents,
townspeople, and schools. It developed a growing in-
terest in nature among the adults of the community.
Parents hesieged the teacher with pleas to supervise
the writing of another book, and it is planned to
make a study of Garfield Heights from another point
of view.

Under the direction of their leader, the Girl Scouse—
of Torrington, Connecticut, wrote a book on local
herbs and their medicinal uses.

The work was divided among thirty-five troop
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members, from ten to seventeen years of age, accord-
ing to each girl’s interest and ability. Some collected
specimens, others identified them; some conducted
research of medicinal values; others studied and re-
wrate legendary histories of herbs. Although this proj-
ect took .over a year and a half to complete and re-
quired much patience, the leader did not find it
necessary to urge the girls to work. When interest
commenced to lag, their attention was directed to
new sources of material, and the girls’ enthusiasm was
renewed,

Doctors, druggists, and country peaple helped with
the task of identifying the various roots and herbs.
Books on medicine and botany, and the dictionary
taught the girls the Latin names and the different ma-
terial uses of the plants.

The book includes a list of herbs and a glossary.
The following is a typical description of one of the
many plants:

The Indians were well acquainted with the medicinal
qualities of this plant. They used it as a cathartic and
diuretic. They valued the bindweed as an external appli-
cation for hard tumors, itch, scurf, etc, #

The Embudo Day School in Dixon is one of the
~rambined day schools and community centers in the
Spanish-speaking section of northern New Mexico.
The school's work includes numerous community ac-
tivities, such as a 4-H Club, Adults’ Literary Society,
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etc. The school is the center for social gatherings,
and the school library is used by the community. Eng-
lish is learned by the children only when they start
attending school.

The children’s curiosity had often been aroused
concerning old buildings, rock formations, and other
local realia in Dixon and the surrounding country,
The teacher made a record of all such places and
asked the pupils of the sixth, seventh, and eighth
grades to specify the historical significance of each of
these places. The children were very anxious to tell
what they knew, but in too many instances the an-
swer was, "I don’t know, but my grandfather does,”
or “Grandmother knows.”

They began to consult the older people of the
town about things that had occurred in the past, and
through the codperation of teacher and pupils, a plan
was evolved whereby the children’s research could be
recorded and a valuable contribution to local history
made,

All the bays and girls of the three grades, twenty in
all, worked as a committee in the preparation of the
general plan. The following subjects of research were
suggested: Early History, Old Superstitions, Business
Life, Education, Religion, Recreation, Social Life,
etc. Insofar as was practicable, the children were al
lowed to choose their own topics for research and
writing. Each child wrote a preface of his own. These
were collected, read, and with the help of every one
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the best material was selected and incorporated in a
preface. In this way, the editing and, in some cases,
the actual writing were done collectively.

Most of the information had to be gathered out-
side of school hours and handed in on a definite day
for the seacher’s criticism. Usually the material had
to be rewritten two or three times.

Several trips were made to visit places that were
featured in the “Book of Local History of Dixon,
New Mexico.” Wherever possible, snapshots were
taken, and these served as illustrations for the book
which was finally assembled. Each child copied his
own chapter into the book, feeling that he had a def-
inite share in it.

There were no difficulties of an organizational
character. In some instances the children were in-
clined to be satisfied with approximate information
rather than exact data. The origin of the town's name
had to be left out entirely as a result of the variety
of information secured and the inability to determine
the correct history. When a child obtained data on a
topic assigned to another, an exchange of material
took place.

After the completion of the task, the parents and
those of the town’s population who were interested

. ~were shown the book. The book now serves as al-
most the only source of reliable information on many
aspects of the community’s history.

Since no newspaper had ever been published in
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Dixon, the work was difficult, and all information
had to be secured verbally. For this reason the very
early history could be but lightly touched upon. The
teacher-leader of the project feels that, if the results
of this undertaking are carefully preserved, they may
be of value as a source of material for historical re-
search of this and other small towns in one of the
youngest regions of the United States.

Scventh-grade pupils of the Jones Junior High
School of Ann Arbor, Michigan, made a survey of
the recreational and cultural resources of the city to
serve as a guide book for visitors.

Fach pupil was asked to list all the recreational
and cultural resources he knew. A questionnaire and
an explanatory letter were prepared by the entire
class and sent not only to places the pupils had listed
but to all similar places listed in the city and tele-
phone directories. To test the adequateness of the
questionnaires the pupils visited such near-by places
as the Intramural Sports Building, the Nichols Ar-
boretum, the City Bathing Beach, Island Park, and
the Municipal Golf Course. The actual work of the
survey was carried on during the social-studies class
period, whereas the trips were made under the super-
vision of the teacher both during class periods and—
after school hours,

Maps of Ann Arbor were obtained by the pupils
from the Department of Buildings and Grounds at
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the University of Michigan and used as basic maps
on which to show the location of the places covered
by the survey. Large scale maps were used in making
a pictorial map for the guide book.

This project, designed by the seventh-grade teacher
for a “slow” group of her pupils, grew until the in-
terest and aid of the entire class was enlisted. The
undertaking proved to be a stimulating experience
for all the participants who became better acquainted
with the city and more conscious of its pleasure spots
and civic beauty. It developed in the children a
keener interest in plans for the improvement of their
city. The books proved to be very popular with tour-
ists.

One of the requirements to become a First-Class
Scout is the identification of trees. When the Tree
Commission of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, requested
that a survey of tree varieties be made for the city,
the First-Class Scouts were prepared to guide the
lower-rank scouts in the study of the trees.

Each troop was assigned to a section of the town,
and each scout reassigned to a sub-district, to work
under a Scoutmaster. There were twenty troop divi-
sions in all, with 462 scouts, engaged in the task.

— The scouts learned the several varieties of trees
used most frequently for shade. The Scoutmaster, and
sometimes the property owner, who in some instances
had seen his trees planted, helped to identify un-
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known trees when their winter bareness made their
resemblances deceptive and identification difficult.
The census had to be correct for the city’s permanent
record.

The adult residents brought into contact with the
scouts became aware that the entire city was under-
going a tree survey, and shade trees became a topic
for general discussion. The idea suggested itself to
property owners that more trees might be planted in
the spring.

The result of the census was a large map drawn
by the Tree Commission, describing and locating
9,000 trees. The map will serve as a historic record
and will be used to follow up the care of the trees.

Thus through the “Civic Good Turn” a substan-
tial monetary saving was made to the city, for it
would have cost the Tree Commission about $1,000
had they been obliged to employ tree experts to list
the trees.

The principal of the McClymonds High School in
the industrial section of Qakland, California, believ-
ing that a survey of the race and nationality of the
student body would lead to a better understanding
of the needs of the group, suggested the idea to the
twelith-grade students. -

A questionnaire was drafted by a committee of four,
chosen by the class, and later presented to the class
for criticism. Suggestions were offered and corrections
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made. The questionnaire requested information on
the nationality, tace, and birthplace of each student
and of his parents, and the language spoken at home.
After being finally approved by the principal, the
questionnaire was mimeographed by the commercial
departulent of the school.

All the students in the school filled out the answers
to the questions under the supervision of members
of the social-problems class. A twelfth-grade com-
mittee checked the answers, and the original group
who had drafted the questionnaire made a report of
their findings to the principal. All the actual work
and a greater part of the planning were done by the
students.

The results of the survey were of value to the fac-
ulty in understanding student problems, and in de-
termining the best methods to use in some phases of
the school’s administration. The city superintendent
of the Oakland schools used this information on
school problems in lectures delivered to clubs and
organizations,

Fifteen years ago the principal of the rural con-
solidated school at Whitmell, Virginia, launched a
project which has continuously improved the living
Tonditions in the community served by the school.

The school set out to survey the conditions of
health, of agricultural practices, of home manage-
ment practices, the conditions for social contacts, the



216 YOUTH SERVES THE COMMUNITY

opportunities for cultural enrichment, etc. The-sur-
vey showed certain weaknesses in the community
life. These areas were selected for intensive study by
the children with a view to improving the conditions.
An elaboration of the fundamental pattern followed
in Whitmell is contained in Chapter IX, pages 260 to
264.

One tangible result of the students’ survey is the
model farm-house designed by the girls in home-
economics classes and constructed by the boys in their
work in agriculture. The entire school codperated
in arriving at a reasonable budget for furnishing the
house. Much of the equipment was made by the chil-
dren. The proper care and management of a home
became a part of the daily program of studies for all
pupils. The carry-over from this practice in the model
house to the improvement in the homes of the com-
munity is very noticeable.

A survey of juvenile delinquency was undertaken
by goo young people, students of the Benson High
School, in Omaha, Nebraska, as an extracurricular
activity, Participants ranged in age from fourteen to
eighteen years, Questionnaires were printed covering
such topics as causes of delinquency, types of child
offenders, definition of a delinquent child, remediat
work, and recent findings on the subject. A separate
group of children dealt with each phase of the survey.

These questionnaires were mailed to forty-six in-
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stitutions in Omaha, including grade, high, indus-
trial, and parochial schools; community centers, con-
vents, Boy and Girl Scout Headquarters, juvenile
courts, and state institutions. The answers were tabu-
lated, and conclusions drawn which were of great
aid to efficials and organizations.

The Boy Scouts have always been active in a move-
ment to preserve the nation’s wild life. For twenty-
six years, the scouts have worked faithfully to pre-
serve and belriend the life of forest, field, and stream.
To birds, particularly, scouts have been of great
service. Each spring thousands of houses are built and
set up for feathered tenants. In the winter another
type of aid is given. When cold weather grips a great
northern belt of our nation, scouts provide food for
the birds who would otherwise perish in large num-
bers.

This bird-conservation work is general, but a few
iHustrations will show how the projects are carried
out. In Ravenna, Ohio, scouts are designated as the
official guardians of the bird sanctuary. When the
scouts go regularly to replenish the food supply, the
birds flock to the boys, evidently recognizing the uni-
forms. Not until recently have wild ducks been
~a:0wn to winter in this area, but now they are seen
at that season of the year—attracted, no doubt, by the
wild rice which scouts have planted for their benefit.

Another example of a similar type of scout project
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comes from Ontagamie County, Wisconsin. Scouts
working under the supervision of the Game Protec-
tive Association set up {eed hoppers, each one large
enough to hold a bushel of grain that drops in small
quantities automatically into the feeding troughs. As
the birds' natural source of supply begins to be scarce,
the hoppers are filled regularly by the scouts. Thou-
sands of birds of many varietics spend the entire year
in this vicinity. )

Similarly, in Buttonwood, Pennsylvania a consid-
erable quantity of food is used in this seasonal activ-
ity. More than g75 pounds of bird feed were dis-
tributed last year in near-by mountains. The scouts
are authorized in Schenectady, New York, by the
Park commissioners to provide bird houses and feed-
ing stations, and to plant berry-bearing shrubs as a
source of food for winter birds.

In cobperation with game wardens, forestry offi-
cials, Izaak Walton Leagues, or other agencies, sim-
ilar work is conducted in almost every state in the
Union. A great conservation in wild life is the direct
outcome of these projects.

In South Dakota the Young Citizen’s League is
carrying out a state-wide project in the conservation
of wild life. The Young Gitizen's League consists~8¢
most of the school population in the state, and it has
recently planned to form similar groups throughout
the nation.
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The official newspaper, The Young Citizen, pub-
lished through the office of the State Superintendent
of Schools, carries the continuous story of the plans
and progress of the state project to all the school
children. From this source, it is found that the spring
state conference of the leaders of the Y.C.L. met to
consider what project should be selected for the fol-
lowing school year. The state secretary presented a list
of proposed projects collected from the local clubs.
Last May, the conference unanimously chose to con-
centrate on the preservation of wild life in the state
and organized a contest of essay reports to be written
by the children on the conservation theme. These
essays might suggest useful projects to be carried
through, or might report projects which had actually
been carried out in the school. Photographs were to
accompany the reports wherever possible. Each proj-
ect report is to be sent to the county school superin-
tendent who will select the three best reports and
send them to the state office. Selection will be made
from this material and compiled in a book as the cul-
minating activity of the Y.C.L. for the year 1935~
1936.

The list of projects suggested to the clubs for con-
sideration is rich in potential benefit to the com-
futnity:

1, Making a survey of wild life in the comnrunity
2. Planting trees and shrubs along streams
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3- Protecting and planting wild flowers by making a

wild flower garden

4. Getting acquainted with or protecting some bird or
animal

5. Seeking correct information on birds and ammals
that are helpful rather than harmful

6. Developing bird and animal refuges, feeding in win-
ter

7. Locating and saving pheasant’s nests when cutting
hay or alfalfa

8. Saving nesting material

g. Protecting game and song birds from cats
10. Bird houses and planning bird-house exhibits
11. Protection of fish
12. Planting wild shrubs and trees
13. Rearing of game birds
14. Organizing a coyote and rabbit hunt
1. Educational exhibits for store windows

B

16. Making a collection of (a) woods, (b) insects, (c) flow-

ers, (d) seeds, or (¢) leaves
1%7. Studying some plant, raising it, its uses, etc.
18. Study of some weed in the community
1g. Poisanous plants
2o. Poisonous animals, such as rattle snakes, ete.

z1. Codperating with game officials to educate com-

munity on game laws

2g. Fire prevention and elimination of fire hazards, cre-
ating a sentimuent in the community against unneces-

sary fires

The Young Citizen has carried in each issue such
significant information as the names of the game war-
dens in each community, the names of books for Te-
erence on conservation, reports on achjevements from
over the state, etc. The following is republished from

this newspaper:
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One very commendable plan of work sent in by the
Dixon Handicraft Club under the leadership of Elmer
Rosser, Gregory County, is as follows: “The club’s part
in the conservation of wild life is the making of a water-
fowl refuge at the Dixon dam. The dam is a relief project
and when full of water will cover an area of about 125
acres, The water will be fenced. The club expects to
plant trees and some suitable water grass and plants that
will provide food and cover for waterfowl. They will
also try to get a few live decoys to attract wild geese and
ducks to the water, and see that it is stocked with fish.
Signs will be posted to prevent hunting at all times, as
well as fishing out of season. This is not individual work
but the club as a whole.”

The 4-H Clubs in South Dakota are cotperating
with the Y.C.L. in this conservation project and have
distributed booklets to schools giving valuable infor-
mation on the organization and execution of projects
by the children.

These examples prove how simply these survey
projects are originated, how dynamically they move
along and gather momentum. The stimulation and
education to those who participate is enormous. Cer-
tainly the value to the community and state is self-
evident. It is not surprising that the number of such
socially-useful projects is increasing rapidly. It is sur-
pessing that in a country so vast, so rich in historic fact
and lore, and so abundant in resources to survey and
protect, that examples of this type of social service have
not been more numerous in the past,



CHAPTER VIII

YOUTH IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES CON-
TRIBUTES TO SOCIALLY-USEFUL WORK

E hear a great deal about youth movements in
foreign countries, and some detailed descrip-
tions of the projects undertaken by these youth are
printed from time to time in our newspapers. But
the organization, purposes, and activities of these
groups are unfamiliar to most of us because the basic
materials have not been translated into the English
language. Some projects of the youth movement in
foreign countries have already been reported in ear-
lier chapters. The projects reported in this cha‘p.t'e"r
are summaries made after translating scores of origi-
nal documents written in foreign tongues.

Many of these youth movements cannot be under-
222
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stood without a knowledge of the national aspirations
of the adulis in control of the government. Many of
these reports concern youth living in dictatorships
where authority and direction come from the center
to ‘the periphery. The projects are not planned by
youth in.terms of the local community’s problem, but
are imposed by state authority, and youth must fol-
low the command.

Obviously not all of the projects reported in the
present chapter belong to this disciplinary type. For
instance, the work of the children and youth in ce-
menting international good will is generally free from
this authoritarian practice.

The Junior Red Cross, with a membership of
14,000,000 boys and girls scattered all over the world,
offers a potent example of united youth effort. The
purpose of the association is embodied in the follow-
ing statement:

‘We believe in service for others, in health of mind and
body to fit us for better service, and in world-wide friend-
ship. We will help to make the work of the Junior Red
Cross successful in school and community, and will work
together with the Juniors everywhere in our own and
other lands.

"0 World Good Will Day, May 18th, the Junior
Red Cross is in charge of a world-wide broadcast. The
following is a message that American boys and girls
sent out on the air:
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Friends of other lands, the American Junior Red Cross
greets youl Because of the oneness ol the purpose of the
organization, a sense of brotherhood has been established
in the hearts of its members. For, no matter what nation-
ality, or color of skin, “it is not flesh and blood, but
heart that makes brothers.”

Young America voices the opinion that the Junior Red
Cross is a splendid channel through which fresh ambi-
tion and energy may be gained to help make this world
of ours the place we would have it be—abounding with
harmony and good will.

In the youth of today lies the peace of tomorrow. '1hxs
is the supreme challenge to every young person. Not un-
til we have achieved a complete understanding among
the many nations of the world can we consider our work
complete.

‘When we have helped to overcome any differences and
prejudices among our narions, we will have helped to
accomplish international friendship, our greatest desire.
As soon as a sense of unity and brotherhood is achieved,
complete international friendship will be a reality.

We hope that this good-will hour may tend to
strengthen these bonds of mutual understanding,

The Junior Red Cross encourages personal con-
tacts among the boys and girls of the world through
correspondence. The elementary grades of the Wash-
ington School, in Tulsa, Oklahoma, undertook a proj-
ect which will serve as an example of activity in this
line. These children under the guidance of the Junior
Red Cross prepared portfolios containing descrip=ns
and pictures of the nation, the state, the city, and
their school, A picture of the President, a silk Ameri-
can flag, and a letter telling of world interdependence
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and expressing this nation’s desire and efforts for
world peace were also included.

After covering the portfolio attractively, the chil-
dren forwarded the book to the school children of
Tokyo, as a gesture of friendship. In response, the
Tulsa children received a portfolio and two beautiful
pieces of woodwork from Japan. Encouraged by this,
the youngsters extended their work to other nations
and, to date, have received more than twenty port-
folios in return for their efforts.

The friendship of children living in every quarter
of the globe will lead to better international under-
standing in the future. This is a firm foundation upon
which to build world peace.

The Junior Caravan is another organization which
encourages the international understanding and
friendship of youth. Their slogan, “The Caravan
Knows No Frontier,” indicates the scope of their pro-
gram. They plan to accomplish their aims through
the medium of correspondence, the exchange of small
gifts such as postage stamps, picture cards, dolls, chil-
dren’s journals, books, poers, stories, songs, photo-
graphs, and other objects of interest to the juvenile
mind and eye.

s P™

The “Mouvement de la Jeunesse Suisse Romande”
(Youth, Movement of French Switzerland) is an as-
sociation of young people from thirteen to twenty-
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five years of age which has been formed “‘to aid all
children in need regardless of political, religious, or
racial differences, and to create a bond of universal-
friendship and mutual codperation.”

It was founded in 1920 when a group of high-school
students in Lausanne, aroused by reports of famine
and distress among their contemporaries in post-war
Central and Eastern Europe, appcaled to the chil-
dren of Switzerland to aid in alleviating these condi-
tions. The response was widespread. Committees were
formed, and a central bureau was organized in Ge-
neva. Relief measures were undertaken with the co-
operation of the International Union for Children’s
Aid under the auspices of the Red Cross.

Funds were raised through collections, bazaars, and
entertainments. Within a short time many under-
nourished Austrian and French children were trans-
ported from their homelands for vacations in Switzer-
land. Soon funds were available to open three relief
kitchens in Russia, and one relief kitchen and a sani-
tarium in Germany. Thirty carloads of food and
clothing were shipped to Russia and Albania, and
clothing and a fund of g0e,000 francs went to the chil-
dren of the devastated regions of France and the
Baltic states.

In 1924, the movement transferred its actiwad to
home territory, where it still thrives, Here, the first
step was to encourage individuals and groups to adopt
needy families and undernourished children threat-
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ened with tuberculosis. In localities with home chap-
ters, where prospective foster parents know their
future charges, adoption arrangements are simple.
Other children are adopted by the “mail order” sys-
terh, through photographs filed with the Central
Bureau,of the M.].S.R. These pictures are sent to
prospective ‘‘parents,” together with a case history.
Adoptions are for a period of three, six, or twelve
months during which time the “parent” sends ten to
twenty francs a month to the Central Bureau for the
support of the adopted child. The foster parents often
correspond with their wards, taking a direct and per-
sonal interest in them.

Every year, local chapters hold Christmas celebra-
tions for adopted families and children, and gifts are
distributed. Over a thousand such packages contain-
ing clothing, toys, and candy are presented annually.
In Geneva and Lausanne, this celebration is preceded
by another for more fortunate children. With their
invitation to the celebration, they receive a small bag
which they fill with saved pennies and place, together
with gift toys, in the big Santa Claus bag under the
lighted Christmas tree.

In 1926, a long cherished dream of the M.J.R.S.
became a reality. Through the generosity of a build-
irg-zontractor, the association was enabled to erect
a vacation home in the forests of the Jura Mountains,
to whjch they could send “their children” for badly
needed vacations. Members put the house in shape



228 YOUTH SERVES THE COMMUNITY

for occupancy. They christened it the “Moon,” and
in July of the following year opened it to their young
charges. Each vacation period is under the supervi-
sion of a different volunteer older member of the
M.].S.R. who is assisted by volunteer younger mem-
bers. The only paid helper in the “Moon” is the cook.
From twenty to thirty youngsters may be accommo-
dated at one time; they are chosen by the various lo-
cal chapters which also defray the cost of the vacation
—two and a half francs per child per day. In case of
a deficit, the difference is made up by the Central
Bureau,

Another socially-useful project of the M.J.S.R. is
the circulation of cradles. Cradles and also complete
layettes are placed at the disposal of needy expectant
mothers. The layette remains each mother’s property,
but the cradle must be returned after a year, Recon-
ditioning these cradles and preparing the layettes
keep local chapters of the M.J.S.R. quite busy. Dur-
ing 1928 and 1925, many cradles were sent to needy
mothers in foreign lands.

Weekly, the girls of the local chapters gather from
fifty to one hundred neighborhood children and en-
tertain them with games and walks. This keeps the
youngsters from playing in the streets while their
mothers are at work. Before going home, thessghil-
dren are served a light lunch.

The Geneva chapter of the M.J.S.R. has also
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founded a sanitarium for the preventive treatment of
tuberculosis. Here children of tuberculous parents
are sent. This is an autonomous institution supervised
by a board whose members are mostly physicians. The
participation of the young M.].S.R. members consists
of raisirgg funds necessary for the operation of a sani-
tarium.

To conduct socially-useful work, it is at times nec-
essary to raise funds before proceeding. Therelore,
novel suggestions are offered as to how funds can be
raised. The M.J.S.R. youngsters are given free rein
in their procedure. They have devised many original
ideas. One is the “Penny Line” which is conducted
by various chapters at different times of the year,
such as the Christinas Penny at Lausanne, the New
Year's Penny at Geneva, the Easter Penny at La
Chaux-de-Fonds. The “Penny Line” consists of a
chalk line several yards long, drawn on the sidewalk
of one or several business streets. Passers-by are re-
quested by shouts, jokes, or bugle signals to place
money on the line. Charts and photographs laid along
the line show the aims and achievements of the
M.J.5.R. At the end of the day, the money is brushed
together and counted. Returns are pure profit, as not
a penny is deducted for expenses.

~cimportant public fairs and shows, the children
erect giant scales of wood. On one scale rests a cradle
with a layette and a celluloid baby. M.J.S.R. workers
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ask all comers to toss coins in the empty scale to out-
weigh the burden held by the other side.

These youngsters make their greatest efforts in prep-
aration for their star performance—the yearly “Hun-
ger Day” which is observed all over French Switzer-
land. Prior to the event, members see that every
household has a copy of their pamphlet which outlines
the charitable purpose of the day. The request is then
made that each fanmly observe the occasion by reduc-
ing its usual expense for the day in some manner and
sending the difference to the Central Bureau. M.J.S.R.
members observe the occasion solemnly. They gather
in their club rooms and partake of a simple meal of
soup and bread.

The distribution of the money collected lies entirely
in the hands of the Central Bureau. The major part
of it is used to feed school children in localities which
are particularly effected by unemployment. Another
portion is spent to pay for vacations of children of the
unemployed at the “Moon,” and the remainder goes
to various adult associations carrying on work along
the same lines as the M.J.S.R. Although need is great
in Switzerland, the original purpose of this organiza-
tion has not been forgotten and a portion of the money
collected on “Hunger Day” goes to needy children
abroad. -

The Swiss children have used their imaginations and
lifted the usually dull, thankless routine of coltecting
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money for charitable purposes to another plane. They
have made a game of giving, working on the theory
that if the people are met with a smile, they will give
more generously.

Although a youth organization, the M.J.S R. is par-
ticularly well organized. The highest authority lies in
the General Assembly which meets periodically and
is composed of delegates from the local chapters. The
Central Committee, which has its permanent seat at
Lausanne and exercises the executive power, is com-
posed of members of the Central Bureau, the chair-
man of the Central Commissions, and the Cantonal
Delegates. The Central Bureau, consisting of a Presi-
dent, Vice-President, Treasurer, and Secretary, admin-
isters the central affairs, organizes the national cam-
paigns, and supervises and codrdinates the work of the
local chapters. Local chapters are free in the adminis-
tration of their affairs, but the chairmen are responsi-
ble to the Central Committee and the General As-
sembly. At the end of each year, the books of the
M.].S.R. are audited by the Red Cross.

The idea of socially-useful work by school children
and adolescents is almost unknown in Belgium. Oc-
casionally a school will make toys or collect money
andelothing for poor children, or bring flowers and
give some entertainment in hospital wards or in homes
for the aged and the invalided. But all these activities



232 YOUTH SERVES THE COMMUNITY

are stressed as the practice of the virtue of charity,
rather than considered as constructive contributions to
the life and welfare of the community.

A few educators are aware of the shortcomings of
this type of work and seek to win authorities and bodies
of educators for a more constructive conception of so-
cially-useful work, but up to the present their efforts
have not met with any widespread response.

1a Jeunesse Ouvriere Chretienne of Belgium is an
organization numbering 80,000 young Catholic work-
ers from fourteen to twenty-five years of age. Boys and
girls are grouped separately. The movement is directed
by a Catholic cleric, although the management is in
young hands. The object of the J.O.C. is the promotion
of intellectual and physical welfare of workers. The
depression has intensified their problems. Lectures are
arranged and books furnished for the intellectual de-
velopment of members.

To combat adverse physical conditions, the J.O.C.
has arranged sport activities. Its wprkers have made
surveys of working, safety, and hygienic conditions in
the factories and mines. They have found that the de-
pression has caused longer hours, speed-ups, and re-
trenchments in the mines, with resnlting conditions
that are often unsafe to the workers. Unemployment
has forced many young people into part-time jol¥7 do-
ing unfamiliar work, with consequent danger to them-
selves. ].0.C. members teach workers accident preven-
tion. They conduct campaigns to enlighten the public
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as to conditions and urge passage of legislative reforms.

Another service conducted by the ].O.C. is one of
aid and encouragement for all unemployed. Young
people are more likely to be discouraged than older,
more experienced men and women. The J.O.C. is very
active in attempting to relieve both mental and physi-
cal distress with encouragement and gifts of clothing,
money, and meals. ].0.C. members report openings in
their own shops to headquarters. They arouse public
interest in the situation through publications, posters,
and personal talks.

La Jeunesse Ouvriére Chretienne has sister chap-
ters in France, Switzerland, Belgian Congo, Holland,
Spain, Portugal, Czecho-Slovakia, Colombia, and Can-
ada. All have joined with the International Federation
of Christian Labor Unions in an “Appeal to Geneva,”
a petition signed by the unemployed young in all coun-
tries, asking the International Labor Conference sitting
in Geneva to intervene with all national governments
participating in the Conference for energetic steps to
help the unemployed. This petition describes the con-
ditions of the unemployed as leading to the reduction
of professional and skilled capacity and the lowering
of morale. To relieve the situation, the appeal urges
the International Labor Bureau to sponsor the regula-
tiom-af the work of married women, reduction of work-
ing hours, increased pay, the lowering of the age limit
for worker's pension, and the raising of the school-
leaving age.
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Out of the desire to help needy children grew a
project of social aid in Cardenas, Cuba. An old Spap-
ish fort stands in the center of the town around which
a community of poor and illiterate people is living.
The girls of a neighboring school, “La Progressiva,”
led by an enthusiastic student determined to better
the conditions in the’poverty-stricken area. Each of ten
girls adopted a child to whom she would play Santa
Claus. The child and its family were visited and pre-
sented with a package of clothing made, for the most
part, by the girls themselves. Toys and candy were
brought to the home of the leader of the project, and
the girls gave the children a Christmas party. In the
spring, when the leader was graduated, the project
was enlarged. She gathered around her a group of chil-
dren who could neither read nor write and, with the
assistance of older students of the school, attempted to
educate them.

The following year, the growth of the little day
school necessitated the building of a community cen-
ter, and friends of “La Progressiva” responded with
aid and a collection. The community itself was called
upon and, in spite of poverty, contributed stone, lum-
ber, lime, sand, and labor. The oldest man in the
neighborhood contributed the first fifty cents for stone.
When the building was finally completed, he-eame
and cleaned it thoroughly. After the people had done
all they could to aid, the Board of Presbyterian Mis-
sions came to the rescue and completed the building.
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Another graduate of “La Progressiva” was added to
thg faculty of the school and volunteered to teach
plain sewing, knitting, hair-cutting, singing, and story-
telling, in afternoon classes. The boys were gathered
together at night for work that was interesting and in-
structive to them. A Mothers’ Club was started.

Young doctors and lawyers, alumni of “La Progres-
siva,” were called into service for lectures on civic
problems and hygiene. The sympathetic owner of a
large milk plant near-by, provided a half-pint of milk
for each child every morning.

This project of community service has survived five
years. A few of the original workers still remain. Many
are replaced annually with seniors from “La Progres-
siva.” The school is an experimental station where stu-
dents receive practical training for life. Year by year
the work has broadened in scope. Observers of the ac-
tivity sum up community benefits as follows:

1. Better streets aild more efficient lighting systems for
the community have been obtained from town author-
ities.

2. The sanitary department has been induced to gather
the garbage daily.

3. A good primary school has been acquired where pre-
viously there had been no educational facilities:

4. A7ine group of young men and women have been
developed out of the shabby youngsters first taken into
the school. Recognized leaders are among them.

5. A Stinday school has been opened and is regularly
attended by the young people of the community.
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Many observers believe that school children are
bringing order out of Mexico’s chaos. The problem_is
a national one. The Agrarian Revolution of 1910 left
Mexico a country of rival factions, a people devoid of
national consciousness. This condition helped to make
the Mexican Indians, constituting go per cent of the
population, an easy prey to religious {anaticism and
exploiting capitalistic interests. e

The Indians were ignorant ol the aims of the new
revolutionary government whose main object is their
economic and social emancipation, and their incorpo-
ration into the new national life. To combat this con-
dition the government decided to enter the homes of
the Indians through the school children. The effort
has been accompanied by success in some instances,
and tragedy in others. The grafting of new ideas on
almost any people is usually a difficult problem. On
the one hand, we hear of the murder of teachers by
irate parents who are led to believe that teachers of
the new ideas are dragging their children down to per-
dition. On the other hand, we hear ;eports of excellent
work done. The following is an excerpt from the re-
port of a successful teacher:

The Nahuatl Indians, living in the Huejutla region
of the State of Hidalgo, have been neglected for cen-
turies. They have been a prey, first to the conquistadores,
by whom they were subjugated, and then by the land-
holders who became owners of large tracts of land for
the exploitation of which. they created a kind of serfdom

"
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similar to that of the Middle Ages. To correct the in-
justices and exploitations to which they were subjected
untter the systern, the teacher and pupils of the federal
rural school of Hucjutla started a vigorous campaign
that has brought splendid results.

First the Indians were visited in their own homes, and
the sacial program of the public school was made clear to
them by the rural teacher. Then a serics of lectures on

~she rirhits of citizens under the new Constitution were
(e}

given them by the teacher or other prominent speakers
whose talks all citizens were urged to attend. During
these gatherings, pupils presented plays and dramas de-
picting the sufferings under the old regime, and the pur-
pose and the work of the Agrarian Revolution of 1910,
pointing out the value of the individual in the new de-
mocracy. At the end of this series of lectures, the adults
and children marched through the streets demonstrating
and carrying signs demanding fair treatment by the cap-
italistic group. Finally, (o obtain redress, whenever neces-
sary, they were advised to make use of the courts of
justice.

As a result of this united campaign of students and
teachers, the community began to repudiate all the un-
just land contracts which they had been forced to accept,
and emphatically refused to work for those who would
not pay them theii” legal wages. As the opposition grew
powerful and dangerous, the support of the federal au-
thorities became more evident and effective.

Thus, by the devotion of our youth to the best interests
of the community, the Indians learned to trust ug and
became our friends and collaborators in the work of their
social and economic emancipation, They helped in the
constuction of school buildings at Los Pilas, Cojolite,
Teacal, Huitzitzilingo, Tecoluco Calpan, and other
towns. They are building their houses after the model
of theTeacher's house.
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Socially-useful activity conducted by children and
youth in Russia is also under the guidance and inspizs-
tion of the government. In the U.S.8.R., children usu-
ally do not of their own accord attack civic problems;
they are instructed to undertake specific projects by
the governmental agencies. Such agencies are the Com-
missariat of Public Education, the Central Committee
of the All-Union Communist Party, and the Central
Committee of the All-Union Lenin’s Communist
Youth Union of the Comsomol, the last having a spe-
cial Central Bureau of Children’s Communist Organi-
zation of Lenin, or the Pioneers, already referred to in
a previous chapter,

Every youth in Russia between the ages of fourteen
and twenty-three who is willing to abide by the laws
of the Comsomol and to pay dues, is eligible for mem-
bership. The best members of the Comsomol are ac-
cepted in the Communist party, and all young people
work with this party membership as their goal. If a
member of the Comsomol is a hired worker, he is re-
quired to be an active member of a trade union. A
rural member of the Comsomol must aid in organizing
and become a member of the “Colhoz” or Collective
farm.

The children’s organization of Young Pioneers is at-
tached to the Comsomol under whose leadersiip it
operates. Comsomol members are required to help
the Pioneers in their participation in the Soyiet or-
ganization, Pioneers are divided into three classifica-
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tions. The Senior Link is composed of boys and girls
b:xty\veen fourteen and sixteen; the Intermediate, be-
tween twelve and fourteen; and the Juniors 1ange from
ten to twelve years of age.

Every accepted Pioneer takes the following solemn
pledge: "
- I, young Pioneer of the U.S.S.R., solemnly swear in
front of my comiades that, first, I'll stand strongly for
the cause of the working class in its struggle for libera-
tion of toilers of the whole world; and second, that, hon-

estly and unbendingly 1 shall carry out the testament of
'ych {Lenin]—Jaws of the Young Pioneers.

Attached to the Pioneers, as the Pioneers in turn are
attached to the Comsomol, are the young Octobrists.
A company or troop of Pioneers may organize a Link
of Octobrists (Oktiabriata) from children in their
neighborhood who are from seven to ten years of age.
Each Link is composed of seven to ten members. It is
headed by a Pioneer appointed by the Company'’s
Council, and one of the Octobrists is made his assistant.
The leader of the Link is an ex-officio member of the
Company's Council.

Activity conducted by the Comsomol itself is ex-
tensive; that done by the Octobrists is merely prepara-
tory, but for the purpose of this volume, the work of
the Pioneers is most appropriate for review. Many of
their activities have already been discussed in other
chapters, especially the chapter on agriculture. This
present™discussion will cover other endeavors, One
project undertaken by these children and youth is
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‘their campaign against illiteracy. School inspires the
children to pass on to the ignorant the knowledge %
- have gained. The report of one young Pioneer 1s re- -
“vealing,

After listening to a lecture in school in connection with
the eradication of illiteracy, I decided to eradicate the
illiteracy of my mother and began to explain to her the_
advantages of science. In the beginning, all my attefpts
were fruitless, and she often cursed me. You can imagine
how happy 1 was when one day she told me that I might
teach her in all my free time. From then on, I studied
with her almost every day, and now she can read slowly,

knows all the written letters and even is able to write
several words.

One school in the city of Rostov-Upon-Don decided
to teach 2,000 uneducated adults in the course of one
year, wiping out illiteracy on their collective farm.
Students of two other schools formed into groups and
competed with each other in their efforts to educate
their neighbors.

The Seven-Year School of the,village of Alexan-
drovka resolved to do likewise in their community.
Eleven pupils volunteered to conduct the work. Each
youth took a group of twenty-five adults whom, within
a period of three months, he taught to read, write, and
count,

In Bejista of the Briansk region, the studerss were
fortunate enough to have a large library at their dis-
posal, but “forgetful” borrowers were gradually dim-
inishing its usefulness. Armed with addresses from the
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library, Pioneers conducted a campaign to “return
beaks,” and the offenders placed g15 books back on
the shelves.

Another school in this district concentrated its ef-
forts on street-car workers, endeavoring to educate
them. Still another school took the inhabitants of the
Novo-Kuznetsk village as their instructional problem.
As a result of this work, the people have been given a
fair start in their education.

The Pioneers have organized a nation-wide radio
project. They aim to install 75,000 radio receiving sets
in the villages of the U.8.8.R. each year. They plan to
install radios and Joud speakers in every school, club,
Red Corner, and in many workers' homes. Every
Pioneer Company, every Link, every Children’s Ra-
dio Gircle, and every radio amateur is to codperate in
this endeavor.

Perhaps with the exception of the U.S.8.R., codp-
erative societies foymed by school children are more
active in France than in other countries. Many of these
endeavors are directed toward the beautification of the
school and grounds and the enrichment of the school
facilities, whereas others go beyond the school walls
and render service of benefit to the community.

In tlse schools, pupils build equipment and install
it. Their school museums of natural history are sup-
plied with plants and insects collected by them. Stu-
dent groups have decorated school walls with pictures
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and murals, and planted flowers and vines on school
grounds. ‘They have pooled moncy to buy instruments
and supplies for laboratory and infirmary. They Often -
raise money for relief purposes. The children have
promoted a national organization, known as ‘the
“Oeuvre des Pupilles de 'Ecole Publique,” or the
Wards of the Public School, which they support.
These needy children are given clothing, warm meals, ‘
and rests in vacation colonies, or in the sanitarium of
the organization. If codperatives have not sufficient
funds to carry out their programs, they may obtain
subsidies from the state upon submission of their stat-
utes and budgets, supported by the recommendation
of the district school inspector.

For sources of income they depend upon the pro-
ceeds of theatrical performances, the returns from the
collection of scrap metal, medicinal herbs, wild fruits
and berries, the fabrication of small wooden objects of
use, the caning of chairs, and the sale of vegetables and
flowers which the children have grown in the school
garden, or of chickens and rabbits raised by them on
a codperative plan. Some school codperatives are en-
gaged in agriculture, and the movement has spread
into the French colony of Algeria where about twenty
schools have started the cultivation of silk worms in
order to gain revenue for their socially-useful projects.

So widespread are the activities of the school co-
operatives that the establishment of a Central Office,
with headquarters at the Musée Pedagogique, in Paris,
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has bcen found necessary. Three papers, Ecole Co-
Qperative, Coopérateur Scolaire, and Gerbe are either
entirely, or principally, printed and edited by the
members of the school codperatives.

The Forestry and Pasturage Cobperatives which
have been particularly active in the Department of
" Ain, in the Jura Mountains, are especially interesting.
Their aim is to maintain a rational balance between
pasture and wooded land. Poor pasture land is planted
with trees; land which would give better pasturage is
improved. All except the very heavy work is done by
children. Hired laborers, paid from the contributions
of adults interested in the work, undertake the felling
of trees and the charring and pulling of stumps. Ev-
ery school engaged in this work is under the supervi-
sion of a committee composed of the district school
inspector, a representative of the Bureau of Forests and
Waterways, and the Mayor.

The first cooperatlve of this type was founded in
1898. In 1go8, the existing coGperatives united in a
federation which now embraces fifty-seven units and
more than 2,600 members. There is a Central Bureau
which aids with technical advice, subsidies and loans,
and in the codperative buying of supplies for the local
groups, Incidentally, subsidies granted by the state for
this purpose are appropriated from the returns of the
gambling tax.

This excellent work attracted a great deal of atten-
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tion. In 190g, the city of Nantua gave the federation
its first tree nursery, which was soon followed by an-
other presented by the city of Treffort. Today” the
federation owns four tree nurseries and distributes
800,000 evergreen saplings and 20,000 fruit tree shoots
annually. -

These activities have brought a measure of pros-_
perity to the regions in which they are promoted. The
progressive development of one typical town is offered
as an example. In 19oo, its budgetary revenue was
4,500 {rancs. The commune owned about five acres of
wooded land and about 1,000 acres of poor pasture
land. In 1905, the principal of the local school founded
a forestry codperative, and by the outbreak of the war
in 1914, forty acres of forest had been developed from
unproductive pasture land by the planting of 45,000
evergreens. From 1g10-1920, about forty additional
acres of poor pasture land were cleared of brush and
improved. Today, the sale of faggots produces a yearly
income of 4,000 francs. In ten more years, the com-
mune will own a forest of full.grown timber which
will have cost nothing but energy and has already
added 470,000 francs to the village treasury.

A summary of the achievements of the federation
of the School Pasturage and Forestry CoSperative and
of the Friends of the Trees of the Department.of Ain
follows:

1. Reforestation of 8,645 acres by the planting™sI 4,974,
B2z trees
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2. Improvement of 210 acres of pasture land
~3. Grafting of 33,000 apple and pear trees

4. "Sransplanting of 43,000 more fruit trees

5. Planting of 9,355 nut trees and of j,000 ornamental
and shade trees along highways and on public squares

6. Redstablishing the Department of Ain as a fruit-
growing district which is now sending fruit by the car-
load to the markets of Paris

The socially-useful work of youth in Germany con-
stitutes only a part of the comprehensive government
progr am.

Much that is done by the State for youth is naturally
of genuine value. But the attending circumstances are
such that many observers feel that in the long run the
goad effects may be nullified. There is only one will
and one initiative: that of the State. In present-day
Germany some educators realize the menace of this
authoritarianism, but they are isolated figures, and
their counsel goes unheeded.

“Projects of social value,” as that term is defined for
this book, are onlygundertaken if they fit into the total
government program.

The organization created for the centralization and
coordination of all youth activities in Germany is the
Hitler Jugend (Hitler Youth) which, since the acces-
sion of the National Socialist Party to power, has ab-
sorbed, almost all existent youth organizations. Some
of the Catholic youth organizations have managed to
preserve a measure of independence, but it is doubt-
ful if they will not finally have to succumb to the pres-
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sure brought to bear upon them by the State. With
the mandatory dissolution of many youth organiza~
tions, their property, consisting of funds, club-hoises,
youth hostels, sport fields and equipment, was confis-
cated and handed over to the Hitler Jugend which thus
has been enabled to offer youth everything that makes
membership attractive. Membership is, of course, pot -
compulsory. But to exclude oneself from anything that
is sponsored by the State is neither good policy hor
discreet in Germany—or Italy, or Russia.

The Hitler Jugend consists of the Hitler Jugend
(boys) proper, the Bund Deutscher Midel (German
Girls’ Union), whose members range from fourteen to
eighteen years of age, and their junior organizations:
Jungvolk (Young Folks, boys) and Jungmédel (Young
Girls) with an age range of from ten to fourteen years.

The organization is headed by the Reichsjugend-
fithrer (Reich Youth Leader), Baldur von Schirach,
who has been the head of the Department for Youth
Affairs of the National Socialist Party for several years.
The superior, regional officers are appointed party
members,

The program of the Hitler Jugend provides for the
progressive elimination of outside appointees and the
appointment of grown-up Hitler Jugend members to
these posts, so as to give it the character of a"youth
movement. For this purpose trainingcourses have
been established for promising leader materdnd.

Thus the Hitler Jugend is more than merely an or-
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ganization embracing, or endeavoring to embrace, the
“~whole of German youth. It is actually a semi-official

govE‘rnment institution which not only directs and

supervises the activities of youth, but which also ful-

fils the functions of a “Department of Youth.” It deals,

alone or in codperation with other government depart-
» meénts, with all questions relating to youth.

The Social Bureau is the office of the Hitler Jugend
which has been created to take care of the special needs
of youth, such as health education and supervision,
welfare, vocational training and guidance, special leg-
islation, and the labor services: Arbeitsdienst (Labor
Service) and Landdienst (Agricultural Service). Other
projects, like Landhilfe (Agricultural Assistance) and
Landjahr (Year in the Country) are, although organ-
ized by other agencies, under the influence of the Hit-
ler Jugend.

Under the heading of “Health” falls the keeping of
health records of the school population and young
workers in stores.shops, and factories. This work is
conducted under the supervision of the medical func-
tionaries of the Hitler Jugend. It also devolves upon
the social bureau to look after the well-being of ap-
prentices living with their masters, to secure sufficient
time off for supplementary vocational training, and to
see titt the apprentices are not worked beyond the
legal hours, In order to promote good workmanship,
the Hitker Jugend organizes vocational contacts.

Health supervision is carried on by determining, on
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a physiological basis, the individual maximum per-
formances for every age level, and these must nth be”
exceeded in athletic training.

Closely connected with the health program is the
placing of underprivileged children in well-to-do
homes in cities and in the country, for periodsof vary-
ing length. The Hitler Jugend canvasses homes to fnd .
such places and watches over the well-being of the
children while they are with their hosts. In addition
to this, the local Hitler Jugend groups escort these
children every week to their meeting places for entex-
tainments, singing, and for speeches aiming to culti-
vate National Socialist feeling and, what is called race
CONSCiOUSNEss.

All branches of the Hitler Jugend participate also
in the numerous drives to collect money for the un-
employed.

The Prussian Ministry of Education is charged with
the organization of the Landjahr (Year in the Coun-
try), but actual supervision is in the~hands of the Hit-
ler Jugend. The attendance of the Landjahr is com-
pulsory for all city children graduated from school at
the age of fourteen. It is somewhat of a ninth school
year, devoted entirely to political education and physi-
cal conditioning. In groups of from 30 to 120 boys
or girls, the children live in vacation homes f the
country, which are headed by older members of the
Hitler Jugend and the German Girls’ UniorThese
supervisors have previously attended a ten-weeks’
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course to fit them for this position. Their course seeks

~to develop the ability to inculcate the ideas of the
Natlonal Socialist Party into the minds of the chil-
dren.

"In addition to athletics, the boys do light work on
the surrounding farms, and the girls are trained in
handicrafts and participate in the educational and cul-
tural activities of the neighboring villages.

At the present time, great importance is attached to
the Landdienst. This Agricultural Service is the out-
growth of a youth movement of non-political charac-
ter, antedating the accession of the National Socialist
Party. Groups of young people used to work on farms
in the eastern part of Germany during their summer
vacations. They would pay their own travel expenses
and receive for their work no other material compen-
sation than their room and board on the farm. The
various groups would remain in contact with one an-
other, take common hikes on Sundays, thus preserving
their identity as 3 large movement. They participated
in the village life and entertained the village people
with singing and, occasionally, with theatrical per-
formances.

This charm of a free movement has disappeared in
the new form in which the Landdienst has been offi-
ciallynreorganized and continued under the auspices
of the Social Bureau. Now the members of the Land-
dienst.are recruited by older Hitler Jugend members
from among the unemployed between the ages of six-
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teen and twenty-one years. In groups of from five to
twenty-five men, they are assigned to larger farm es-
tates which could use an additional labor force. The
conditions for receiving this help are that the owner
does not reduce the number of laborers he regularly
employs on his farm, and that his political views are
in line with those of the National Socialist Party. "

The relations of the Landdienst workers to their
employer are regulated by a labor contract which pro-
vides also for pay on the local wage scale. In some form,
part of this labor cost is reimbursed to the employer
by the authorities.

The workers are quartered together, after a local
Hitler Jugend leader has inspected the premises and
pronounced them acceptable. If their number exceeds
eight, they establish their own household, and a girl
of the Landdienst is assigned to do the housework for
the group. The groups are headed by a Hitler Jugend
member, throngh whom they receive their pay and
who has the power to discharge hig men. The leader
also directs the group recreational program which is
planned to develop National Socialist spurit.

Sometimes such groups are headed by a member of
the Artam Bund. This organization, which also car-
ried out the idea of the Landdienst before it came un-
der government supervision, has the slogan whieh may
be expressed in these words: “Away from civilization,
back to the soill” They call themselves “Custadians of
the Soil.” As a National Socialist organization, they
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preserved their independence although, officially, they
rare affiliated with the Hitler Jugend.

Gitls in the Landdienst are the exception. If inter-
ested in agriculture, they may join agricultural trajn-
ing camps where, although they do actual work, they
receive no pay.

,  Similar to the Landdienst is the Landhilfe (Agricul-

, tural Assistance). In the latter, any unemployed boy
or man between fourteen and thirty years of age may
enroll. As a rule, individuals, instead of groups, will
be placed as additional woikers on small farms. This
is a project to settle urban workers in the country. The
wages of the Landhilfe workers are below the local
wage scale, because these small farmers usually cannot
assume the additional financial burden. As a further
encouragement to take such workers, the government
grants monthly subsidies to farmers employing Land-
hilfe men.

Landhilfe is somewhat outside the sphere of the
Hitler Jugend. The latter confines itself to an older
brother attitude. The local Hitler Jugend leader will
see to it that the Landhilfe men in his locality are well
treated and that the farmer complies with the rule
that he will teach his man everything about farming.
If any Landhilfe worker shows particular aptitude for
agricuture, the Hitler Jugend is to help him to an
opportunity to attend higher agricultural training
schools.

. Behind both the Landdienst and the Landhilfe are
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considerations of an economic and political nature.

For the lattey, it is not much more than a subsistence”
job, but the State is thus able to decrease its-relief-
rolls and, at the same time, help the farmers.

Inasmuch as an increase of the present acreage of
arable land is imperative, reclamation of marshland
must be resorted to. This task of reclamation falla to
the Arbeitsdienst (Labor Service). Originally a volun—
tary service first put into practice in 1931 as a form
of work relief, it has, throngh successive stages, devel-
oped into the present form under which all German
citizens between the ages of nineteen and twenty-one
years are drafted for one year's service.

The members of the Arbeitsdienst live in labor
camps, and engage in public works, especially, as
pointed out before, in the reclamation of new produc-
tive land. At the same time, the Arbeitsdienst does
much of the groundwork for the Army, by drilling,
teaching discipline, and conditioning the soldier ma-
terial, physically as well as morally, for later military
service.

The Arbeitsdienst laws provide also for the enrol-
ment for girls, but plans for their field of action have
not yet been formulated. In the past, girls of the Ar-
beitsdienst went to farms, doing housework and thus
relieving the fernale members of the farm family for
work in the fields, or they went to new agricultural
settlements to help the women (most of wljom were

~
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from cities) to adjust themselves to their new surround-
"ings.

The economic results of these projects carried on
by youth are highly valued indeed, but the politi-
cal advantages produced by them are considered even
greater.

Under the present system of Fascism nearly all youth
work is dedicated to the preparation for war. Children
and youth, whether studying or working, are made to
realize that their skill is being developed primarily for
war activity. In the words of Mussolini,! “Fascism does
not promise you honors, employment, or gain, but
only duty and war.” Despite the fact that this survey
could find no truly socially-useful work of children and
youth in Italy, the structure of their youth organiza-
tion is of significance.

Opera Nazionale Balilla is the sponsor of all youth
activity. The Fascist State has created this organization
as a medium for the spreading of the Fascist doctrine.
The National Balilla Institution is conducted on a
semi-military basis. It is named for a boy of Genoa be-
cause of his heroic deeds in an uprising against foreign
domination in the eighteenth century, Once a year,
on the twenty-fourth of May, the anniversary of Italy’s

b Spee?h to Young Fascists in Rome, November 4th, 1930. The Ris-
ing Generation in the r3th year of the Fascist Revolution, Published
by the Press Bureau of the Committee of Action for the Universality
of Rome.
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entry into the World War, the Balilla issues a “call to
arms.” This is a solemn occasion, attended by impres~
sive ceremony. The Dictator of Italy personal¥y ad--
dresses youth in Rome and, through representatives,
in other large cities. A stirring ceremony held before
the assembled organizations is the bestowing, by an
older member who has progressed to a new clasgifica-
tion, of his insignia upon the member of the next lower
classification, who then takes his place. The ceremony
is completed by an embrace from the senior on behalf
of his comrades.

The administration of the National Balilla Institu-
tion is in the hands of adults. The Communal Com-
mittees are composed of adults—municipal officers and
government representatives—who are grouped into
provincial committees. They receive instructions from
the Central Bureau in Rome. The military organiza-
tion lies in the hands of the Fascist militia.

Membership in the National Balilla Institution is
divided into progressive stages. The Balilla proper is
for bays from six to fourteen years of age. It has a sub-
division for the six- to eight-year olds, called Figli della
Lupa, or Sons of the Wolf. Avanguardistas, or Van-
guardsmen, are from fourteen to eighteen. At eight-
een, the Vanguardsmen are graduated into the Com-
batants and leave the National Balilla to enter, if they
so desire, the Combatant Juvenile Fasces, a nursery for
the ranks of the Fascist Party and the Fascisg militia.

Italian girl activity is also under the jurisdiction of

.
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the Balilla. On the twenty-fourth of May they, too, are
“rewarded and acclaimed. The Piccole Italiane, or Lit-
tle It2lian Girls, is for girls from six to thirteen. After
they have reached the upper age limit, they are ad-
mitted to the Giovani Italiane, or Young Italian Girls,
where they remain until they arc eighteen years old.
. Unitsin the Balilla are named after those in the Ro-
.man military organization: legions, cohorts, mani-
ples; and squads. Every year, some of the young people
chosen through a selective system, and after a severe
course of training, are promoted to ranks correspond-
ing to non-commissioned officers and given squads to
command.

The superior officers of the Balilla, aside from those
in charge of military instruction, are trained in two
special schools, one in Rome for men, and the other
in Orvieto, for women. These leaders are given a two-
year training course which is designed mainly to make
them good instructors of physical education and re-
liable educators who will carry the spirit of Fascism to
the children entrusted to their care. The graduates of
these schools become instructors of the Balilla, and
thus employees of the State.

The duty of the Balilla is to deal with all questions
concerning youth, and to educate the growing genera-
tion toknow only Fascism and to build the nation ac-
cording to the precepts of Fascism. The program of
the Natienal Balilla Institution concentrates on pre-
military training and professional, technical, and re-
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ligious training. Health is stressed. Sports are impor-
tant in the general scheme, for sports events * “involve™
ing thrusting and throwing may be trans{lormed into-
good practice for hand-grenade throwing and a more
efficient aim for rifle shooting.” '

A sincere attempt has been made to uncover socially-
useful work conducted by the Balilla. An appeal to .
the Balilla itself was made. Information obtained.
stressed the teaching of Fascism, the preparation for
war, and benefits accorded to children through adult
effort for their health, safety, education, and comfort.
The following socially-useful projects were mentioned
as aims but no projects were reported of these types:

Participation in a campaign against malaria through
extermination of mosquitoes in the marshlands

Planting of trees on mountain slope

Participation in the Battle of the Wheat, a competition
among farmers sponsored by the government to in-
crease wheat production

Descriptions of the work of the most widely known
youth movements have been gathé}ed for these pages.
Their organizations, aims, and accomplishments must
be judged from the viewpoint of the benefit to the im-
provement of living in the community and nation, and
the educational value of the experiences to the chil-
dren and youth who participated.

2 Programme di Educazione Fisica, O.N.B., Rome.
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CHAPTER IX

THE SURVEY CHALLENGE TO
EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP

N studying the reports collected during the course

of this survey, certain general ifnpressions were
gathered by those who conducted it. Some of these
may be helpful in, guiding leaders of children and
youth to strengthen projects which they anticipate un-
dertaking.

Certain of the projects, though educationally and
socially valuable, had in them elements which do not
conform to the accepted practices of modern educa-
tion oreare still subject to controversy.

In the latter classification is the project reported in
Chapter I in which the children called upon the
Mayor of the City of New York to enforce fire-safety

257
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regulations in their neighborhood. Many progressive

educators feel that this responsibility should have~
fallen upon adult shoulders only, and that there was
an element of “artificiality” in its assumption by chil-
dren. However, this feeling is not shared by all mod-
ern educators. .

In a few of the projects there may have been some
lack of awareness of the problems of mental Fealth
which are of such vital importance during carly- ado-
lescence. For example, in the selection of children for
certain coveted posts, educators were prone to base
their choice on pupils’ academic achievement. There
are many socially-useful tasks that can be performed by
the “dull” quite as well as by the “bright”—if not bet-
ter; and it is through such tasks that the leader has an
opportunity to provide personal satisfactions which
can, perhaps, never be achieved by some young people
in strictly académic fields. Then, too, there is an ele-
ment of danger for the “suggestible” child in such
health projects as anti-tuberculosis campaigns, and of
this danger the leader must constantly be aware. Com-
ments on the use of medals, cups, and similar types of
awards has already been touched upon in Chapter I.
The leader’s opportunity for promoting emotional sta-
bility in children and youth lies in his sensitivity to
the problems of mental health and to his skill in han-
dling them.

Another impression came as a result of comparing
urbap and rural projects. The large number of prgj-
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ects carried on under the supervision of such groups
as the 4-H Clubs or Future Farmers of America indi-
cate that rural youth has more leadership and more
Lopportunity for socially-useful work than has urban
youth. This may be due to a number of causes; but, un-
doubtedly, it is chiefly due to the fact that the rural
enViyonment is more often owned or controlled by
the adults who are directly concerned with its improve-
meht. The urban environment is usually controlled by
impersonal corporations, set in a complex economic
and political milieu which is so impregnable that youth
cannot really have free access to it. When rural chil-
dren undertake to improve the esthetic charm of their
roads and their own farm home-yards, direct access
may be had to the owners of the property, and usually
that ownership resides under the same roof as the
young. In such a manageable situa.tion, the project
is very likely to succeed. But urban youth with the
same purpose in mind might seek permission from an
endless chain of pgtsons, no one of whom could grant
it; in addition, the urban community probably al-
ready has a city commission whose business it is to
beautify the environment, and often such commis-
sions find it bothersome to have youth make sugges-
tions; furthermore, in many cities, if youth under-
took swch a beautification project it would deny adule
laborers their jobs.

Theresare other causes for the fact that more sig-
#ficant projects are carried on in rural than in urban
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areas, and no doubt these causes are often uncontrol-
lable. But the challenge to urban leadership clearly -
points to constructive effort to free the environenent
from such restrictions as make it very difficult for
youth to codperate for community improvement in
our concentrated population centers. To the extent
that leadership desires to improve educational pto-
grams in urban centers, effort must be given to this
prior task. Harold Laski recently said: *

. . . those who seek any serious adaptation of our edu-
cational system must work for the transformation of our
economic system as the necessary condition of their suc-
cess. But in attempting that transformation, they will
find themselves opposed to every vested interest which
depends upon the maintenance, without transformation,
of the existing system.

An illustration of the comprehensive and far-reach-
ing type of project which may be carried forward
in a rural setting should be helpful. In 1920, the new
principal of a consolidated rural school desiressto di-
rect the energies of her school to the creative task of
improving the living in the community in as many
phases as possible. As a first step, the principal dis-
cussed the strengths and shortcomings of the school,
the neighborhood, and the wider community with her
small staff of teachers and with the parents. Soon after
the opening of school in the fall, the teacher®talked
with their pupils about the homes they lived in, the
agricultural practices of the farmers, the re®reational

1 Harold Laski, Social Frontier, February, 19g6. s
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facilities of the environment, the health ol the chil-
dren, and a score of similar subjects with which the
children were familiar so far as their own lives were
concerned.

After considerable discussion, the pupils were led to
undertake an inventory of the whole community from
whigh the school drew pupils. The pupils in the school,
grades one through nine, participated as individuals
in 'amassing certain types of information from their
own homes, and as members of committees in survey-
ing public aspects of the larger area. Data weie gath-
ered on the farm homes regarding running water,
bath, electricity, number of rooms, furniture and
equipment, musical and recreational materials, read-
ing matter, general comfort, and sanitation. Facts were
obtained concerning the farm practices in crop rota-
tion, seed selection, fertilization, cultivation, harvest-
ing, storing, and markéting; in the care and breeding
of liwock ; and in provision for orchard, garden, and
general diversificajion of crop.

The survey also included the status of the com-
munity health and the provision for medical and den-
tal care; the plant and equipment available {or social
gatherings of the adults, the young people, and the
children; the frequency and availability of such social
and cwltural activities as lectures, concerts, and drama-
tizations; and many items of a similar nature that gave
a pictura of the level of material and spiritual living
# this rural community.
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These findings were then summarized by the chil-
dren in their school classes, and conferences of pupils
and teachers were held to plan a program of study and
work. The parents were invited to the school for sev-
eral evening conferences on the aim of the school and
the type of codperation from the homes which would
be most beneficial. Eventually, the school selected an
area of the community life which was evidently in
great need of improvement, and this became the theme
of the work of the several classrooms for the year.
“How can we improve the health of our community?”
was the question which directed every effort.

The year’s study involved many types of activities.
The pupils studied the food served at home and com-
pared it with balanced diets which they found in
health books; they went further and kept cages of
white mice, to which they fed balanced and unbal-
anced diets and observed the’ results in changes of
weight, lustre of eye, color of fur, and general bodily
activity. When they became convigced that a change
in diet at home would be beneficial to their own health,
the pupils invited the parents to visit the school and
view the exhibits, Almost universally the parents were
eager to learn, and wherever possible they changed
the home practice to harmonize with the conclusions
drawn from the evidence. -

The pupils discovered that pure water is essential
and must come from wells safeguarded from contam-
ination by farm refuse, They learned that screens os.
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windows and doors keep out infection-bearing flies
and mosquitoes, and that homes equipped with mod-
ern Baths and plumbing facilities contribute to proper
health habits. The parents were given this informa-
tion, and where possible, the children and parents
moved the well farther from the barn, covered doors
arld windows with screens, and installed modern bath-
» rooms,

The children found that the dental and medical
services available to the community were far below
any reasonable standard. They conducted a campaign
for visiting the dentist regularly and calling the doctor
when ill. They were instrumental in bringing a dentist
into the community two days each week and in having
a county nurse visit the school frequently. Medical
books found their way into the meager home libraries,
and to medicine cabinets were added supplies of a
staple nature. ; ’

Tguward the close of the spring term the children
wrote and staged 3 pageant in which they dramatized
their efforts to improve the health record of the com-
munity, The commencement exercises were centered
around the year's achievement. The objective results
were evident. The whole area was conscious of the
values of health and of the means of raising its level
on a eommunity-wide scale.

Each year during the following decade, a major area
of community living was chosen for study and im-

~Brovement. Significant progress was made by the whole
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geogiaphic area working codperatively and consciously
on the raising of the standard of living under the egis
of the school. At the end of the decade, the children
in the school again took an extensive inventory. They
found a gratifying increase in such material equip-
ment as bathtubs, electric lights in homes and {arm
buildings, pure water supply, screens on windowsand
doors; in such agricultural practices as would raise
the yield of grain, meat, dairy, and poultry products;
and in such cultural materials as daily and weekly
newspapers, monthly farm journals, and magazines of
CONtIoversy.

A domnor had been persuaded to build a beautiful
community church, with facilities for a varied social
and educational program for all ages of the popula-
tion. The farmers had formed buying and marketing
cobperatives and were engaging in many activities
jointly, to their mutual benefif. The survey provided
ample proof that the children of this school, working
with the adults, had made a signifjcant contribution
toward solving many of the problems which lay at the
heart of the community’s progress.

There is still another general impression of these
projects which one gains from comparing the reports
of activities here and abroad. In the United Siates a
large number of projects are carried out under a score
or more of different agencies while in certain foreign
countries the projects are caught up in a single plasm
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|
which is the vehicle carrying forward the purpose of _

one large youth movement. In the United States, there
is ne unifying purpose toward which children and
youth are driving, whereas in such countries as Ger-
many, Russia, and Italy, there is clearly an application
of the theory of the totalitarian state in the codrdina-
tion, of all such projects by a central youth authority.
The nearest approach to such a youth movement in
the United States is the C.C.C. camps. In this volume
the purposes and accomplishments of these C.C.C.
projects has not been detailed inasmuch as they are
so familiar to our people.

There is one major diflerence between these C.C.C.
projects and the official youth movements in the coun-
tries just mentioned. Abroad, the youth movements
are definitely aspects of political movements, but here
the tendency is to keep the camps free from any politi-
cal consideration. Thére has been critical review of
each and every step in the C.C.C. program by those
groups who are ayare of the ease with which promis-
ing combinations of the young are at first sponsored
and later taken over by powerful minority groups of
adults who have some clearly formulated program to
carry through. Dictators realize that their chance of
political survival lies in winning and holding the sup-
port of the growing generation, the citizens of the fu-
ture nation.

The ewvidence is abundant that the C.C.C. program

~has contributed vastly to social improvement. Areas
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have been reforested and erosion checked; roads have
been built into remote areas; historic realia have been
restored; preserves have been created for game and .
other wild life; public parks for recreation have been
cat from the wilderness. The reclamation of our nat-
ural resources carried out by these youths is. a great
gain to the nation. Much reclamation of humap re-
sources has also resulted [rom these projects. The
youths who are engaged in work so obviously worth
while gain in self-respect and poise.

No one can deny the character development which
comes from such an experience. Unfortunately, how-
ever, little vision of the educational leadership has
been permitted to permeate the program until this
year. Before that time, the projects were mapped out
in headquarters, and orders went out for the daily and
weekly tasks. Youth was denied the educational ex-
perience of surveying the natidnal community to dis-
cover the most immediately necessary as welm the
desirable long-term tasks. Further, youth had little
part in planning the attack. Little or no study or ex-
perimentation in laboratory, field, library, shop, or
studio, was undertaken by these young men to deter-
mine the best procedures. The many social, economic,
political, moral, and esthetic ramifications of the proj-
ects were not thought out. And, as a result, the £.C.C.
program fell short of what it might have produced in
the way of disciplined men—disciplined ineterms of
a well-developed sense of social needs, an ability to cem
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operate in studying plans for meeting the needs and
carrying out the conclusions reached in the study. Cer-
tainlyy if our C.C.C. program continues, the educa-
tional leadership must be given full opportunity to
make possible for our youth educational programs of
maximuwm worth, as well as contributions to work of
great social significance.

» Contrasting the program of the C.C.C. and a more
recént federal project for youth, the N.Y.A,, one is left
with a sense of the rootlessness of the later work. The
N.Y.A. is attempting to put young people back into
regular industrial, commercial, or agricultural pur-
suits. In the meantime, it is assisting youth financially
to keep up the vocational skills and to study. But, so
far, N.Y.A. has not demonstrated its ability to lead
these young people to codperative endeavor for com-
munity improvement. No more significant criteria
could be used in evaluating the program of the N.Y.A.
than the words of Miss Lenroot, Chief of the United
States Children’s Bureau, who said not long ago:

There is an old saying that “youth must be served.”
Recently some one has added, “and youth must also
serve.”” Youth will not be satisfied by make-believe proj-
ects of an educational or work character. Youth must
find itself in achievement, but it must also lose itsell
in service. The test of American civilization, now and
always, is the extent to which it offers its youth not a
single imposed ideal, but the stuff from which ideals
may be fashioned, and the opportunity for brave en-
Aravor ta weave them into the fabric of life.



268 YOUTH SERVES THE COMMUNITY

N

What gains could result from a national movement
of youth to continue the research started by the en-
gineers whose survey of the Mississippi Valley was re- -
ported in Chapter I. Imagine the dynamic strength
with which youth would tackle so breathtaking an en-
terprise. A nation of youth changing the map,of a vast
geographic area and, with this physical change, #m-
proving the living conditions of the entire nation. It,
would take the courage of youth to start such a ven-
ture. And youth, with the full support of the entire
population behind it, would lose itself in national
service to gain life much more abundant. The reader
is urged to pause for a moment of speculation on the
magnitude of the educational and social values which
would flow from the accomplishment of the picture
painted by the engineers on pages 24 to 29.

Certainly we do not want in America the type of
youth movemetit now flourishing abroad in which
youth is exploited for the benefit of selfish mority
groups. We want no fanaticism which can so easily be
turned to the destructive work of terrorizing internal
opposition or waging international war. And every
youth group in this country, official or otherwise, must
be scrutinized for signs of these dangers. But we do
need desperately leadership which will assist children
and youth to find something worthy of their strength
and loyalty—something that will give youth a sense of
belonging, of making a contribution for swhich his
elders may rightly give him praise. Can we create suef
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a youth movement, tie it to great tasks of community
building, and carefully guard the educational phases?
i

It seems self-evident that if we, in America, are to

have a youth movement of the type just suggested then
the public school is the institution best suited to co-
orchingte such a project. The school is the one univer-
-sal, continuing, well-equipped and locally-controlled,
institution in every community. Commissions created
for a specific purpose are seldom long-lived and never
have the personnel or equipment needed. Where the
machinery and personnel are at hand and the social
cost is already cared for in the tax budget, it would
seem unwise to set up a duplicate institution. The
school with its trained leadership of youth, its physi-
cal plant and equipment, its libraries and laboratories,
could, with some addition to staff and plant and with
reorganization of some of its program, conduct such a
national project better than any group existing today
or likely to be created in the near future. Its local con-
trol makes impossible the dangers pointed out in the
European youth movements.

But if the American school should desire to provide
the leadership for socially-useful work of children and
youth, school people must vastly increase their vision
and thejr techniques. The school program must shift
its emphasis from the classical and academic approach
to an emphasis on the solution of problems facing chil-
dren and youth here and now, and it must foresee the
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problems of the future. The typical curriculum of
the traditional elementary and secondary school and
higher stitution has Jacked a vitality and meaning .
for children and youth. School tasks have been almost
exclusively unrelated to the life going on about the
young in home and community. These young people
have accomplished their appointed tasks with as listle
pain and effort as possible and have cheered the ap-,
proaching vacation. ’

The teacher is well aware that the non-school group
often has a much greater hold on the enthusiasm and
loyalty of his children or adolescents than does the
school itself. The reasons seem obvious. The school
might profit by the experiences of some of the non-
school groups and, like them, provide leadership for
young people in doing the things that the young desire
to do because they feel the social need for tackling the
job. If the schools could chanfiel students’ energies in
socially-useful work, the results might be staﬂnhg in
their success. Aside from the benefit accruing to the
communities, schools might well afford to experiment
with such projects for the sake of the educational moti-
vation which would undoubtedly result.

Certainly, the school that would take a position of
leadership in a national youth movement must learn
that it can succeed only in proportion as it learns to
channel youth’s energies with youth’s interests in fur-
thering the general welfare. And only as school work-
exs learn how to root education in the soil of the cwl:
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ture emerging in America today, will the school be
able to take a place of significance in the shaping of
America’s future.

This does not imply that all socially-useful projects
must come under the egis of the school. Such centrali-
zation is.contrary to our unique idealism. Groups ev-
erywhere should be given encouragement to plan and
«carry out such projects. But any codrdinated move-
ment on a national scale, if it should or does emerge,
might better be developed by our public school than
by a bureaucracy. It might be the réle of private agen-
cies to initiate new types of projects, and when these
have proved successful, the school might take over
those phases which the private agency felt could be
carried better by the larger staff and more adequate
equipment which the school possesses.

If the educational and’social leadership of our coun-
try aspires to meet the magnitude of this challenge,
there are certain hasic goals and techniques which
must be thoroughly understood and accepted. With-
out the control of such goals and techniques, the effort
to organize children and youth in projects of social
usefulness may either be insignificant and colorless, or
may lead to social and individual disintegration.

Much of the organized work of children and youth
today is rootless, The main objective is all too often
that of kegping our young busy and out of the way of
ipgitable adults. Even in our more progressive schools,
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where so much has been done to [ree children from
the repressive and formal “learning” situations of yes-
terday, the dynamics of “socially-rooted” projects is.
rare. Much of their work is a romantic escape from the
more difficult task of struggling with problems actu-
ally facing us as younger and older citizens pf a com-
munity. Children enjoy themselves, no one can_deny,
in their projects which recreate the life and customs.
of a medieval castle or of the Norsemen. Children do
enthusiastically imagine themselves to be Dutch chil-
dren living in a land of beaver-board windmills, plant-
ing beds of paper tulips, and leaving their wooden
shoes on the doorstep when they enter their spotless
paper-tiled homes.

There is some educational worth in these romantic
(though too frequently unrealistic) projects. But when
the educational and social outcomes of such projects
are compared with the expétiences reported in this
volume, one is forcelully struck with the lack of solid
and lasting benefits to the youngand to the commu-
nity. We recognize today that all great movements in
education, arts, literature, social or economic or politi-
cal reform, etc., emerge out of the struggle to improve
man's common lot. Today our vitality in education, as
in all major social functions, is to be found in the life
of the community, Within this framework we are con-
stantly wrestling to free ourselves from those customs,
mstitutions, etc., which restrict and dull onr lives. In
such a setting, thinking is the tool by which we creste
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a better set of conditions. This thinking process has
the following distinguishing phases: (a) Something is
at stake. A state of confusion or disequilibrium has oc-
curred. We are aroused to take action to achieve a bet-
ter adjustment. (b) The difficulty is located and de-
fined. No intelligent effort at improvement can be
madei{ntil the nature and source of the unsatisfactory
aspects of the situation are clarified. (¢) An hypothesis
is developed for meeting the difficulty and improving
the conditions. This projection of proposals and plans
is the most important technique which man possesses
for continued progress. (d) A detailed plan of opera-
tion with continued reflective criticism of each step of
the plan is worked out. (¢) The best experimental
method in terms of the purpose, materials and tools
available, and the unpredictable elements which arise
in the process of carrying out the plan must be utilized.
(f) When the plan has beén carried out'the results must
be measured in terms of the values anticipated at the
begmnmg, and the_plan itself must be criticized for
possible improvement, Furthermore, the enterprise
must be judged in terms of its effect on those who par-
ticipated in its solution; that is, it must be judged in
terms of its enrichment of personalities.

Such a sketch of the thought process can be recog-
nized oyer and over in the projects described in this
volume. The task of educational and social leader-
ships demgands that more of the experiences of youth
skmll incorporate the complete act of thinking or learn-
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ing. The school cannot stop short of facing and tack-
ling the insistent social, economic, political, moral,
and esthetic problems in American life. This is de-
manded by the requirements of vital educational or
learning experiences as well as by a society needing for
its own improvement the energies of its vigorous youth.

Another suggestion should be made. So oftef proj-
ects which are socially and educationally significant
are not related to prior and subsequent experiences.
Each project should serve as a plateau for the next ex-
perience. If we conceive of the larger tasks of social
reconstruction, and then break these larger problems
into their logical sub-problems, tackling each of them
in turn, there would be a thread, a relationship, which
would make the individual experience much more
meaningful and insure a cumulative social effect. The
project undertaken by the rural school, reported in
this chapter, ilfustrates adnfirably how the compre-
bensive task of improving living in all areas of the
community gave each successive year particular point
to improvement in health, or in agricultural or es-
thetic phases. We must realize that the task of improv-
ing life is never ended—it always lies before us, and
we should see each activity not as an isolated attempt
at improvement, but as one step in a continuing pro-
gram of progress. .

The entire thesis of this book rests on the assump-
tion that men are constantly struggling to imprewe
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conditions; that today, as never before, this urge to
better the general welfare dominates the minds of
men; that today, as never before, we have the material
and intellectual resources for designing a better en-
vironment and achieving our plan; that the direct
accomplishment of this task is the only vital and signifi-
cant educational experience toward which we can af-
ford to work; that children and youth must be given
the wisest guidance in accepting their share of this
great social task. It is hoped that the next decade will
produce projects so far superior to those reported
herein that we can, in subsequent reports, point to
definite growth in our leadership ability. Certainly,
one objective in the publication of this volume has
been that of stimulating universal consideration of the
principles underlying such social and educational en-
terprise.
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NAMES OF PERSONS FURNISHING VALU-.
ABLE MATERIALS USED AS BASES FOR

REPORTS
Andrus, Ethel . . . . . Los Angeles, California
Aseltine, John . . . . . . San Diego, California
Ashcroft, Basil C. . . . . . DBozeman, Montana
Avery, Eula V. . Ann Arbor, Michigan
Barker,Paull. . . . . . . . IowaFalls, Iowa
Bainett, J. K. . . . . Modesto, California
Bartlett, Herbert . . West Sprmgﬁeld Massachusetts
Benbrook, C. R. . . . . . Norman, Arkansas
Beverley, Mrs, F. C. . . . . . Whitmell, Virginia
Bishop, Alice Stowell . . New London, Connecticut
Bohan, Lillian . . . . . Lancaster, Pennsylvania
Boocock, Mrs. Murray . . . . Keswick, Virginia
Brereton, John . . .~. . . Betrkeley, California
Biundage, A. J. . ¢ . . . . Storrs, Connecticut
Casga, Adglaide . . . . . . New York, New York
Colombain, M. . .. . . . . Geneva, Switzerland
Coney, Fay . . . . . Ann Arbor, Michigan
Tooley, Rossa B. . . St Helena Island, South Carolina
Costa, Mrs, Serena . « . . . Hickman, California
Cuff, R. P. . . . . . Flomaion, Alabama
Dawson, Mrs. Hllda H . . . Bedford, Ohio
Decker, Martin . . . Egg Harbor City, New Jersey
Delanoy, N. C. . . . . Cold Springs, New York
De Mavris, Mrs. Elizabeth . ., . New York, New York
Doherty, Eleanor M, . . . . Qakland, California
Ba Bois,Luther . . . . . Woodland, California
Ragan, Rose . . . . . Torrington, Connecticut
Ewart, J.B.. . . . . . . . DBruno, Arkansas
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Floody, Mrs. R. J.. . . . Worcester, Massachusetts

Fry, Miss . . . . . . Henry Street Settlement,
New York, New York~

Galland, Jean-Paul . . . . . Geneva, Switzerland
Gladfelter, Katherine . . . National Board of Pres-
byterian Missions, New York,

New York

Gooderson, Mrs. Mary M. . . New York, New~{ork
Gourley, Mrs. Mary C. . . . Roxbury, Massac¥usetts
Gutting, O. L. . . . . Maryville, Missouri
Harril, W.B.. . . . Nealwxlle,McDowell County,
North Carolina

Hartman, E.S.. . . . . . New York, New York
Henck, George D. . . , . . Pasadena, California
Henderson, Ruth . . . ., Washington, District of
Columbia

Herrera, CGarmen Velez . . . . . . Porto Rico
Hill, Mrs, H. E. . . , . . . Sherman, Texas
Hoffman, Naomi . . . East Greenville, Pennsylvania
Horn, Lewis J. . . . . Cherokee, North Carolina
Houk,Cora . . . . . . . Dixon, New Mexico
Hult, Selma . ¢ . . . = . Lincoln, Nebraska
Iverson, Anna . . . . Springfield, Massachusetts
Jelinek, Grace . . . . . . . Omaha, Nebseska
Jomes, H. M. . . . . . Brookings, South Dakota
Jones, H. S, Jr. . . . . . Ann Arbor, Michigan

Kimball, G.W. . . . . . . Seatle, Washmgton
Kittredge, L. T. . . . . . San Diego, California
Kothen, Abbe . . . . . . Bruxelles, Belgium
Lazona, R. R. . . . . . . . Hildago, Mexico
Locker, Bermard . . . . . New York, New York

McBroom, Maude . . . . . . JIowa City, Iowa
McClure, Worth . . . . . Seattle, Washington
McCollom, R. E. . . . .. Tulsa, Oklahoma
McDonald, M. H, . . . Park River, North Dakcea

McDougall, P. . . . . Oakland Township, Butlgr
County, Pennsylvania
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McKee, W. J. . . . . Chapel Hill, North Carolina
McNamara, Mary . . . . . . Omaha, Nebraska
. Meistrick, Emma . . . . . Pierre, South Dakota
» Mink, Chester L. . . . . . Twin Falls, Idaho
Moore, C. B. . . . . Moormgsport Caddo Parish,
) Louisiana
Mulle, M. . . .. . . Bruxelles, Belgium
Obgrholxer, 'Emma .. East Greenville, Pennsylvania
Pmke,x;e Ruth K. . . . . Santa F¢, New Mexico
Perrine, Mrs. Theodora . . Short Hills, New Jersey
Phillips, George A. . . IEasthampton, Massachusetls
Prior, Charles . . . . . Fairhaven, Massachusetts
Richie, David §. . . . . Moorestown, New Jersey
Ross, Michael . . . . . . Brooklyn, New York
Ross, W. A. . . . Washington, District of Columbia
Sackett, Everett B. . . . Balboa Heights, Canal Zone
Schoenhof, Madeleine . . . New York, New York
Skinner, Mrs. Mabel . . . . New York, New York
Stover, Fred . . . . , . . . Weiser, Idaho
Sutherland, 5. S. . . . . . . Davis, California
Tao, W. T. .« - .+ . . . Poatingfu, China
Thompson, Mrs Hester . . . Kalamazoo, Michigan
Towne, Harriet E, . . . . . Lincoln, Nebraska
Toro, M. Negron . . Florida, Corozal, Porto Rico
rurk Qlovis . . . . . Sale City, Georgia
Wakefield, George"N .+« . Homestead, Florida
~Walker, Henry M. . . . . Pullman, Washington
Warren, Gertrude . . . . Washington, District of
Columbia

Whorton, Robert L. . . . . . . Cardenes, Cuba

Wickline, Percy D. . . . . . Cairo, West Virginia
Williams, J. Lowell . . . Westfield, Massachusetts
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EXTENDED LIST OF SUGGESTIVE 50
CIALLY-USEFUL PROJECTS NOT RE
VIEWED IN THIS BOOK

CHAPTER 1T

Youtru CoNTRIBUTES To PuBLIC SAFETY

Jay Walking Survey . . . . Pullman, Washington
Safety Campaign . . . Boston, Massachusetts
Safery Measures Taken by Ghlldren . . . Lakewood,
Ohio

Safety Patrol . . . . Highland Springs, Virginia
Safety Patrol . . . . . . Oakland, California
Safety Patrol . . . . . . Shohomosh, Wisconsin
Safety Work . * . . . 4 . Bryant, Nebraska
Safety Work . . . .e Clinton, Nebraska
Safety Work of School Children e o+ . Pratr Gy,
Alabama

School-boy Motor Patrol . . Red H1ll Pennsylvania
Social-Studies Program: Safety . . Detroit, chhlgan

CHAPTER I1I

Youtrs ConNTRIBUTES To Civic BRAUTY

Appearance Improvement . . Netcong, Newﬂjersey
Beautification of School Build- -

ings . . - . East Radford; Virginia
Beautxf.ymg School Campus + . . Ottawa, Xans$
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Beautifying School Grounds . . Allentown, Florida
Building Athletic Field . . . Belvidere, New Jersey
Building Athletic Field . . . Berkeley, California
»Building a Band Hall . . . . Modesto, California
Building Benches for

Athletic Field . . . . . San Diego, California
Building Cabins for Boy Scouts . . Fresno, California

Buildipg'a Cement Walk . . Hawthorne, Nebraska
Buildigg a Cement Walk . . . Hayward, Nebraska
Building a Community

House . . . . . Tabor, North Carolina
Building and Equlppmg Boy's

Camp . . . . . White Lake, North Carolina
Building Homes Destroyed by

Fire . . .. . Chilhowie, Virginia
BLuldmg'Statlonary Bleachers . . Modesto, California
Gonducting School Forest

Project . . . . . B8ale City, Georgia
Construction of Equlpment

Program of Community

Beautification . . . Southbridge, Massachusetts
Construction of Playground R

Equipment . . . . Lynn, Massachusetts
Creating Gardens in olum

Districlk . . . . . . . Kansas City, Missouri
Developing Vacant Lot,
—Flower Garden . . . . , Kansas City, Missouri
Development of a City Park . . Homestead, Florida
Equipping Community

Playground . . . . . Kings Gounty, California
Highway Beautification

Project . . . . . . Amherst, Massachusetts
Home Beautification . . . . . Twin Falls, Idaho

Hunting Rattlesnakes along

Spake River to Protect

Livestock . . . Pullman, Washington
Ifmproving School Grounds . Salem, Massachusetts
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Interior Decoration in

School’s Emergency Office . . Oakland, California
Junior Park Commission . . . Berkeley, Calitornia
Lani Community Center . . . . Granado, Arizona -
Making Garden Stones for Neigh-

boring Schools . . . . . Oakland, California
Making Play Devices and Sleeping .

Cots for FERA Pre- °
school Center ., . . . Salem, Massaghusetts
Making Portable Lanes to Control &
Football Crowds . . . . . Oakland, California
Pest Extermination . . . . Deer Dodge, Montana
Planting Gardens . . . . . . Centralia, Illinois

Planting, Supervising, Report-
ing Returns of Welfare

Garden Projects . . . Essex County, Massachusetts
Planting Trees to Reforest

Village . . . . . . Pulaski, New York
Playground Equlpment

Project . . .+ Berkeley, California

Landscaping Grounds of ngh
School and Boy,Scout Head-,

quarters . . . . Petaluma, California
Raising Flowers for Park

Department and Clty .o

Schools . . . Santa®*Barbara, California
Remodelling a Park . . . Ann Arbor, Michigss-
Removal of Ugly Billboards . . McKinley, Nebraska
Replanting Denuded Areas in City

Forest . . . Los Angeles, California
Restoring Old Plazas and Clean-

ingTown. . . . . . . S8an Juan, Porto Rico
School and Home

Gardening . . . . . . Boston, Massachusetts
Sidewalk Project . . . . . . Troy, New Ygrk
Sponsoring Evening Classes .

for Farmers . . . . . . . Twin Falls, Idafo
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Summer Activities of Indian

Children . . . . . « . Escueto, Arizona
Survey and Request for
Street Markers . . . . . Everett, Nebraska

Weed Control Program in Co-
operation with County Board of
Supervisors-. . . . . . . . Clarinda, Iowa

Cnartir IV

Youts CONTRIBUTES To COMMUNITY HEALTH

Clean-City Crusaders . . . . New York, New York
Cleaning Campaign: Boy

Scouts . . . . Pullman, Washington
Clean-up Campalgn . . . . Radford, Virginia
Clean-up Project . . . Kansas City, Missouri

Codperative Health Work
Education and Medical Work of
Children Carried on by the Board of
National Missions of the Presbyterian
Church . . . Arizena, New Mexico, North Caro-
" lina, South Carolina
Far~ily Welfare—Preparation

of Meals . . « . . Springfield, Massachusetts
_Five-Point Health Project . . Harpers Ferry, Virginia
Health-Development Project . . Media, Pennsylvania
Health Project . . . . . . Hartland, Michigan
Health Project . . . . . . Manquin, Virginia
Home Life Improvement of

Indian Children . . . . Santa F¢, New Mexico
Improving Health Habits of

Children . . .. Highland Springs, Virginia
Improving Living Condmons in

~Jounty .Homes . . . . Birmingham, Alabama

Iraprovement of Drink-
ing Water . . . . . , Birmingham, Alabama
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Little Mothers Club . . . . San Juan, Porto Rico
Looking After Needy During
Winter . . .+ . Santa Rosa, California
‘Water-Testing Pro]ect .« .« « Richland, Mithigan’
CraprER V

Youty CONTRIBUTES TO AGRICULTURE Alvu
INDUSTRIAL IMPROVEMENT

Agricultural Survey . . .+ . . Stuart, Towa
Agnculture Service Pro;ect .« + +« . Davis, Iowa
Assistance in Filling Out

Cotton Contracts . . . . . Fairburn, Georgia
Beet Thinning Campaign ., . . . Bear River, Utah
Building a Gommunity

Canning Kitchen . . . . Friendship, Arkansas
Building a Shop and

MusicHall . . . . , . . Vallejo, California
Building a Trailer . . . . . Friendship, Arkansas
Building a Trailer for Mov- .

ing Portable Bleachers . . . hSan Diego, California
Buying and Selling Produce . m

with Riverdale Feed .

Cobperative . . . . . Laton, California
Clearing Land and Plow— o

ing Furrows . .+ Freeman, Michigan
Club to Establish Market in

Community . . . . . Dushore, Pennsylvania

Constructing Airplane Fittings
and Wing Parts for Use in

Commercial Crop Dusting . . Modesto, California
Control of the Pink Boll Worm . . Sale City, Georgia
Codperating in the Purchase and .

Sale of Farm Commodities . . Cairo, Wést Virginia

Codperative Farm Project . . Marion, North Carolina
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Com Club . . . . . Lancaster, Pennsylvania
Cutting Winter Wood

Supply . . .+ « . Yorestville, New York
»4-H Clpb Pro]ecL « « .+« . . . Flint, Michigan
4-X Forestry Club . . . Orange County, California
4 Lamb Club . . . . Bellefonte, Pennsylvania
Future Farmers of America . . . . . JIowa
. Futyre Farmets of Porto Rico . . San ]uan, Porto Rico
Fu;m1shmg Growers with Market

-, News 'Service . . . . . . Homestead, Florida

Hi-Y Group Project . . . . . Howell, Michigan
Improvement of Hog Breeding . . Winterset, Iowa
Junior Cow Testing

Assaciation . . . . St Paul, Minnesota
Lighting Control Panel for

Public Auditorium . . . . Modesto, California
Maintaining Two Boars for

Service of Community . . . El Centro, California
Making an Agricultural Survey

of the Community . . . . . . Stuart, Iowa

Making 5o Desks for Draw-
ing Department, Cafeteria
Tables, Filing Cases, S¢hool
Furniture . . 8. .. Pasadena, California

MaRing Garments for County
Hospital Patients ¥Needle

eork Guildy . . . . . Richmond, California

Making Music Racks,

Band Stands, Hurdles,
Field Markers . . . ., . San Diego, California

Making School Furniture,

‘Woodworking Machines, Main-

tenance of School Grounds . . Stockton, California
Moistur® Conservation, 4-H Clubs . . . New Mexico
Operating Codperative Feed

Mill . e . . Los Banos, California

Planting Disease-Free Seed . . . Presque Isle, Maine
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Poultry and Dairy

Project . . . . . . Brookville, Pennsylvania
Production of Baby

Chicks . . . . . Presque Isle, ”Mamé'ﬂ
Pruning and Operatmg I—Iome

Orchards . . . .+ .+ . Sale City, Georgia
Rat-Killing Campalgn . . . .« Corning, California
Scoring Dairies and Test- ¢ .

ing for T.B. . . . . . Judith Basin, M3ntgna °
Simple Veterinary Service for - -

Farmers . . . . . . CQCalico Rock, Arkansas
Staging Educational Program

for Farm Bureau . . . . Santa Rosa, California
Testing Milk at School

Testing Laboratory . . . . Pulaski, New York

Wheat Control Project . . . . ., Winterset, Iowa

CuarTER VI

Yout: Conrrisutes To Civic ARTS

Arrangements of Meetings for
Rural People ifi Near-by Com-
munities, Putting on Educa-

tional and Recreational P ~

Programs . . . . . ¢Charles City, Iowa
Book Tower's Club .+ .« Amberst, Massachusgtts
Children’s Evaluation of

Movies . . . . . Jamestown, New York
Community Drama .o Phlladelphla, Pennsylvania
Community Recreational

Programs . . . . . Charles City, Iowa
Drama of Social Condmons . . . Chicago, Ilinois
Dramatic Club . . . . . Ambherst, Massachusetts
Dramatic Project . . . . . . Battersea, England

Fife and Drum Corps . . . . Rifton, ,New Tork
General Community Service . . . . Vinton, Iowa
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General Community Service . . . Winterset, Iowa
Group Singing and Playing . . Oakland, California
Makmg Stage Scenery . . . . Oakland, Califorma
JMaking Victor Records . . . Oakland, California
Modesto Boys' Band . . . . Modesto, California
Museum Project . . . . . East Cleveland, Ohio
Music Club . . . . . Ambherst, Massachusetts
. Organization bf School Fairs . . . Ontario, Canada

meratlon of Posters, Ad-
=, vertisthg Matter, Menu

Gards . . . . . . . QOakland, California
Printing Programs dnd Posters

for Philanthropic Organiza-

tions . . . . . . . . DPasadena, California
Street Decoration . . . . Modesto, California
Students Codperation in Or-

ganizing and Maintaining

Theatre for Children . . . Oakland, California
Toy-making and Toy- repalrmg

Pro]ect . . . Battersea, England
Toy-repairing Prolect . . . . Racine, Wisconsin

CHA;TER VI
¢

[
YoUTx-x'CONTRmUTg:s 10 Locar HisToRIES, SURVEYS,
INVINTORIES, AND PROTECTION OF RESOURCES

L]
Feeding Game Birds . . . . Spokane, Washington
Making Advertising Devices

for Community Chest . . . . Fresno, California
Making Map Designed for

Old-Age Pensions . . . . San Diego, California

Nature Study Trail Project. . . Portage, Michigan
Preserv#tion of Wild Life

and Game . . . . Blackburg, Virginia
TiBulating and Pubhshmg

d.ivestock Directory . . . . Maryville, Missouri
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Kentucky,” Progressive Education, March, 1933.

Department of Education, San” Juan, Porto Rico, Activ-
ities of Girl Students in Rural Porto Rico. Study
No. 3 {San Juan, Porto Rico, Department af Edwza-
tion, 1954).

Future Farmers of America, Directory: Future Farmers
of America (Washington, Future Farmers of America
in codperation with the Office of Education, U.S.
Department of Interior, 1g932).

Future Farmers of America, Proceedings of the Fifth,
Sixth, and Sevenih National Conventions of Future
Farmers of America (Washington, Future Farmers of
America in codperation with the Office of Edmcation,
U.S. Department of Interior, 1932, 1933 and 1934).

Girl Scouts, Inc., Girl Scouting as an Educatignal MOuve-
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meni (New York, Personnel Division, Girl Scouts,
Inc, April, 1932).

Girl Scouts, Inc., The Gurl Scout Movement, Its Origin,
4ims, and Aclwitres (New York, Girl Scouts, Inc.,
1932).

Governm)ent of the Philippine Islands, Department of
Public Instruction, Bureau of Education, T hirty-
Fousth Annual Report of the Director of Education
0% the Calendar Year 1933 (Manila, P.I., Bureau of
Prihting, 1934).

International Bureau of Education, School Codperatives
in France (Geneva, Switzerland, International Bu-
reau of Education, No date).

MiLLer, Spencer, Jr., “Directing the Energies of Youth
into Proper Channels,” Educational Record, 16:14%-
157 (April, 1935).

MoreaN, Arthur E, “Guidance for Rural Youth,” Occu-
pations, 13:775—780 (June, 1935).

National Bureau of Casualty and Surety Underwriters,
4 Guide-Book for Safety Education (New York. Na-
tional Bureau of Casualty and Surety Underwriters,
1931).

National Committee on Boys’ and Girls’ Club Work in
Denmark, Summary of the Fifth Annual Report
frone the National Gommitiee on Boys' and Girls’
Club Work irm Denmark (Copenhagen, Denmark,
Danish Ministry of Agriculture and The National
Committee on Boys’ and Girls’ Club Work in Den-
mark, 1931).

National Safety Council, Education Division. Safety and
the New Schools. An Education for a Controlled
World, by Albert W. Whitney (New York, Educa-
tion Division, National Safety Council, 1g935).

e, Safety Education Bulletins (Monthly) (New York,
Education Division, National Safety Council, 1934).
-, Safaty Teaching in the Modern School (New York,
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Education Division, National Safety Council, 1934)-

National Safety Council, Education Division, Tke Junior
Safely Council. A Handbook for the Schools (New,
York, Education Division, National Safety Ceuncil,
1985)- ’

Nebraska State Department of Public Instruction, The,
Junior Service League, A Glub Guide for Grades
7 to r2. Courses of Study for Normal Trairing Fegh
Schools, Edited by George W. Rosenlof. Bulké'in
H-j (Lincoln, Neb., State Department of Public In-
struction, July 15, 1933)- v

Office of Education, United States Department of the
Interior, Youth. How Can Communilies Help?
(Washington, Superintendent of Documents, Sep-
tember, 1935).

——, Youth: A Contemporary Bibliography Annota-
tions, Gircular No. 152 (Washington, Superintendent
ot Documents, November, 1935).

Ohio State University and the U. S. Department of Agri-
culture, 4ims for 4—H Club Members, 4~H Circular
No. %3 (Columbus, Qhio, Ohio State University and
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, April, 1931).

——, Developing a 4-H Club Program, 4-H Circular
No. g2 (Columbus, Ohio, Ohi¢ State University and
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Apfil, 1930).

—~, General Information Circulaf for 4~H Club Advi-
sors, 4~H Circular 99 (Columbus, Ohio, Ohio Sate~
University and the U.S. Department of Agriculture, .
March, 1g32).

~—, Parents and 4~H Glubs, 4~H Circular No. 74 (Co-
lumbus, Ohio, Ohio State University and the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, May, 1931).

——, Planning Glub Work with the Local Club Leader
(Columbus, Ohio, Ohio State University And the
U.S. Department of Agriculture, No date).

=, Starting 4~H Glubs in the Community,4~H Circu-
lar No. 49 (Columbus, Ohio, Ohio State Universtty
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and the U.S. Department of Agriculture, March,
1930).

Ohio State University and the U.S. Department of Agri-
c”ulture, 4-H Officers’ Manual (Columbus, Ohio,
Ohio State University and the U.S, Department of
Agriculture, No date).

Powszrs, J. Orin, “Shall Youth Organize?” Lampadion,

~ 41310 (Qctober, 1934).

R:d_‘l;'_alcons ol America, A Short Outline of the Aims
and By-Laws of the Red Falcons of America (New
York, # East 15th St., Red Falcons of America, 1931).

———, Guide for Falcon Leadc’rs (New York, 7 East 15th
Street, Red Falcons of America, 1931).

Social Frontier, “The Youth of America—Past, Present,
and Future, Social Frontier, I:1-go (May, 1935).
South Dakota Game and Fish Department, 4—H Club
Guide in Wild Life Conservation (Pierre, S$.D,,
South Dakota Game and Fish Department, 1935).

Southern Woman’s Educational Alliance, Mobilizing
Unemployed Rural Young People for Growth
Through Constructive Programs of Study and Activ-
zty, Mimeographed (Richmond, Va., Southern Wom-
an’s Educational Alliance, 1g32).

Stacy, W, H., Being Social Inventors—a Challenge to
Coumtry Youth (Ames, Towa State College of Agricul-
ture and Mectanic Arts, Extension Service, C.D.
74, Mimeographed).

STupEBAKER, John W,, “For 2,000,000 Youth,” School
Life, 20:220, 223 (June, 1935).

The Young Citizens League of South Dakota, The Young
Citizen (A magazine published monthly in the office
of the State Department of Education, Pierre, §.D.).

The Rising Generations in the Thirteenth Year of the
Fatcist Revolution (Published by the Press Bureau
of Action for the University of Rome, 1935).

University of Hllinois Agricultural Extension Sexvice, The
Local 4~H Leader and His Glub (Urbana, IlL Uni-
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versity of Illinois Agricultural Extension Service,
January, 1935).

University ol Missouri College of Agriculture and the
U. S. Department of Agriculture, The ¢~H Dairy”
Calf Glub, 4~H Club Circular No. 2C (Columbia,
Mo., University of Missouri College of Agriculturé,
March, 1929). '

~——, Recreational Activities for g4—H Clubs, 42H Clab
Clrcular 85 (Columbia, Mo., University of I\/f'm1
College of Agriculture and the U.S. Departfent of
Agriculture, November, 1932).

U.8. Department of Agriculture, Boys’ and Girls’ 4—H
Glub Work, Miscellaneous Circular No. #7 (Washing-
ton, U,S. Government Printing Office, October, 1926).

e, Boys’ and Girls’ 4~H Club Work Under the Smith-
Lever Act, 1914—1924, Miscellaneous Circular No. 8
(Washington, U.S. Government Printing Office,
October, 1926).

U.S. Department of Interior, Office of Education, The
House of the People. An Account of Mexico’s New
Schools of Action, by Katherine M. Cook (Wash-
ington, U.S. Government Printing Office, 1932).

Warrace, H. A., “Potentialities of the Youth Movement
in America, Educational Recowd, 15:5-9 (January,
1934

WARREN,)GERTRUDE L., Youth Movem®nt Abroad, Circular
No. 211, Mimeographed (Washington, U.S. Depawt-
ment of Agriculture, Extension Service, March, 1935).

Washington Irving High School, The New Yorker's Bi-
cenlennial Guide 1732-1932 (New York, Students of
Washington Irving High School, 19g2).

WiLLiams, Aubrey, “A Crisis for our Youth: A Task for
the Nation,” The New York Times Magazine, Janu-
ary 19, 1936.

NotE: In addition to the above bibliography a large number of
references in foreign print were translated and utilised.



INDEX

Agricultwe, demonstrations in,
161, 168-169~ 180-181, experi-
ageniin, 119-120, 129-151, 187
“THore42-148, 154-155, 161-165,
168-171; [air, 120-12!; proj-
.ects in Canal Zone, 122-123;
speeches in Woodland (Calit.),
133-134; see also Amimal hus-
bandry, Hog-bieeding, Laying
mash, Livestock, Poultry rais-
ing, etc.

Albemarle Country (Va.), im-
proving school giounds in,
7577

American Automobile Associa-
tion, 42-43

Anemia, Campaign against, 107-
108

Animal husbandry, 135-137, 178-
180; see also Agriculture, Hag-
breeding

Ann Arbor (Mich.), safety work

"in, go-ee; swmveying recrea-
tional and cultural ~ésources
of, 212-213

Apartments, furnishing a demon-
stration of, 196-197

Art exhibits, 185-187, 194-105

Attitudes, canvassing a commu-

= T1iLY’s, 202-205

Automobile parking, a project
for safe, go-g2

A

Beautification, civic, 78-80, 110-
¥e4; French projects for, 241-
243; school, 75-77

Belgium, socially-useful work in,
231-23%

Berkeley (Calif.), traflic patrol in,
44-46

Biids, protection of, see Wild
Life

Blind, constructive work for the,
191-192

Boy Scouts of America, 34, 67-69,
86-8g, 196, 217-218

Bozeman (Mont), improving a
farm in, 173-175

Brace-and-Crut¢ch Fund, main-
taining a, 177

Braille School, 192

Biookings (8. D),
farm life in, 180-181

Brooklyn (N. YJ), art collection
in, 185187

Bruno (Ark), workshop project
in, 85-86

Budget, home furnishing on a,
216

Burdick, Thelma ., and Gifford,
Josephine, Making a DBetter
Neighborhood, 110-114

Buttonwood (Pa), preserving
wild life in, 218

improving

C.C.C. camps, work of, 265-267

Cairo (W, Va,), community serv-
ices in, 166-167

Camp Fire Girls, garden project
of, 74-75. 196

Canada, Junior Seed Club proj~
ect in, 1§7-140
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Canadian Seed Growers' Associa-
tion, work of, 137-138

Canal Zone, agricultural projects
in, 123-123

Canning, community, 176-199

Cherokee (N. C)), historical and
cultural collection in, 198-200

Children's Technical Stations,
work of Russian, 146-150

China, first-aid project in, 116-
117; road-building in, 132-133

Civic summer progiam, 110-114

Clean City Leagues of New York,
o8-100

Clean-up campaign, civic, 64-67,
80-81, 100-101

Clothing for other children, pro-
viding, 102-104

Collecting ashes, 156

Collection, See Cultural collec-
tion, Historical collection

Community center, establishing
2, 81-8g

Community services in Cairo (W.
Va)), 166

Conservation of natural re-
sources, 92-04, 217~218, 243-245;
see also C.C.C, camp®

Cribbage boards, making and
distributing, 129

Criteria, individual educational,
45-38: significant social, 3g9-40

Crops, improving quality of, see
Agriculture, experiments in

Guba, socially-useful work in,
234-235

Cultural backgrounds, surveying
students’, 214-215

Cultural collection, 198-200

Gultural life, American, 22-24, 29

Cultural resources, surveying,
212-213

Dairy methods, improving, 181

Dancing project in New York,
189-100

Danish Experimental Stations,
141-142

Demonstration, fire prevention,
71-72, furnishing an apaftment
for, 196-197; health, 262

Diets, making low-cast, tag-1af;
making balanced, 263

Disease, eliminagng gauses of,
66, 106, see also Anenia, Hay
fever, Tuberculosts, gesmmt

Dixon (N. M.}, collection of his-
torical data in, 209-212 .

Dramatic project in New York,
187-188

Diought suflerers, contributing
to, 160-161

East Greenville (Pa), traffic pa-
trol in, 42-44

Easthampton (Mass.), safety cam-
paign in, 50

Economic lite, needs of Amer-

ican, ag-g0
Egg Harbor (N. J), garden club
dn, 7874 .
Electrical ~ development  in
U.S.54R,, 150-151
Esthetic life, Americam, 22
Exhibitien, 177; art, 1B5-187,
194-195; Future Farmers of
America, 165-166; Ru®han

technical, 146-148

Extermination of pests, see Pests

Fairhaven (Mass), eliminating
cause of disease in, 106; Junior
Improvement Associations in,
62-67 fr

Farm, improving a, 173-195

Farm machinery, dgmonstrrbion
of, 168-16g
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Farm mechanics, improving, 171.
193

Federal support, enlisting Mex-
ican youth for, 236-239

Fire prevention, y1-6o, 71-72

First-aTd projeet, in China, 116-

- 117; in New Mexico, 108-110

Flomaton (Ala), beautifying
schools and homes in, 77

Flgrida (Porto Rico), cultivating
=lantdions in, 129-131

Foresiswnservation of, 243-245;
see also C.C.C. camps

France, socially-useful work in,
241-243

Future Farmers of America, 34,
7278, 77-19, 158-175, 164-165

Game Protection Association, 218

Garden City (Mass.), Junior Cit-
izens in, 61-63

Garden Clubs, 73-77

Garfield Heights (Ohio), collect-
ing historical data in, 206-20y

Germany, socially-useful work in,
245-253

Giflord, Josephine, 110-114

Girl Scouts of America, 34, 196,

208-209, 217 -
Greeting mards for the bling,

making, 192 ~

o

Hallowe'en, sane, j6-60

Hay fever, prevention of, 66-67

Health, American, 23, 29; im.

waproving 2 community’s, 262-
26g; Junior Improvement As-
sociations’ work in, 66-67;
Mexican projects in, 114-116;
see al$d Anemia, Diets, Herbs,
Pests, etc.

Hetxy Stregt Settlement, sum-
et projects in, 187-1go

Herbs, compiling a book on the
use of, 208-209

Hickman (Calif.), establishing a
community center in, 81-83

Historical collection, making a,
198-200

Historical data, compiling, 205-
200, 209-212

History, possibilities in local, 22-

23

Hog-breeding, 135-137

Hot Springs (N. C), clean-up
campaign in, 100-101

House, making a model, 144-145,
216; see also Apartments

India, preduction and marketing
in, 131182

Industrial contest in US.S.R.,
149-150

Inventory, local recreational, 212-
213; Russian local resource, 156

Jowa Gity (lowa), caring for
children in, 102-104

Iowa Talls (Iowa), animal hus-
bandry.in, 135-137

Italy, socially-useful work in,
253-256

Izaak Walton League, conserva-
tion work of, 218

Junior Caravans, 225

Junior Citizen's League, 61.63

Junior Improvement Associa-
tions, 63-67

Junior Red Cross, 34, 129, 191-
192, 223-225

Junior Seed Growers’ Clubs
(Canadian), 188-140

Junk, collection of usable, 151

Jura Mountains, cobperation in,
243-245
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Juvenile delinquency, survey
project in, 216-217 )

Kalamazoo (Mich.), safety and
civic project in, 59-80

Kiwarnis Troop # g1, toy making
by, 196

la Jeunesse Ouvritre Chre-
tienne, work of in Belgian, 232~
233

Lancaster (Pa.), official survey
for, 218-214

Landscaping,
schoals, 75-48

Laski, Harold, 260

Laying mash, mixing and mar-
keting, 163-164

Lenroot, Katherine, 26y

Libraries, lobbying for, 1go-191

Lincoln (Neb.), destruction of
tussock moth in, 69-70; elim-
ination of smoke nuisance in,
101-102; protecting property
in, 200-202

Livestock, breeding arrd market-
ing of, 135-137, 165-166; im-
proving, 131, 148-180

Loan, assistance in
USSR, 152-154

Los Angeles (Calil.), playground
work in, 195-196

clvie,

78-79;

Third

Making a Better Neighborhood,
110-114

Marketing, crop, 168-16g; Indian
project in, 13t-13g; livestock,
135-187, 165-166

Maryville (Mo)), tree preserva-
tion in, y2-73

Mexico, agricultural experi-
ments in, 142-143; building a

Mexico——continued
community theater in, 143-144;
building a model home in,
144-145; building a school in,
144: enlisting {ederal suppors
in, 236-237; hﬁalth projects in,
114-116; moving houses ip,
143; road-building in, 143
Mineola (N. YJ), destruction of
tent caterpillag in, £7-Gg
Mineral deposits, disesvers, of
Russian, 152, 156
Minneapolis  (Minn.),
work in, 19o-191 -
Mississippi Valley Committee of
the Public Works Adminis-
tration, repoit of the, 22-29
Model home furnishings, 216
Modesto (Galif.), repair services
in, 128
Moorestown (N. J.), canvassing
attitudes in, 202-z05
Mooringsport (La.), communily
canning in, 176-147
Mouvement de la  Jeunesse
Suisse Romande, work of the,
225-251

library

L]

Nealsvifle (N. CJ), Potato Cluh
in, 134-135 ” -
New Lemdon (Conn.), art exhibit
in, 194-195

New York City (N. Y.}, colle®®ing
historical data in, =205-206;
dancing preject in, 189-190;
dramatic project in, 18y-188;
fire-prevention project in, ji:
56; furnishing an apartment in,
196-197; making a neighbor-
hood playground in, 89-go, 95-
g6; sanitation projeet in, 8o-
81; servicing a recreational
building in, 86-8g; stimulasing
official action in, §5-100
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Norman (Ark.), safety campaign
n, 5o

North Dakota, coutributions to
dxought sufterers in, 160-161;
mlprovmg crops in, 162- 163,
164, * marketing project in,

“-161-162, 163-164; potato rais-
ing in, 161-162

Dakland~(Calif)), surveying cul-
s hqckgrounds in, 214-215

Jakland Township (Pa.), devel-
oping a community spirit in,
177-1478

Omaha (Neb.), survey of juvenile
delinquency in, 216-217

Orchestra, a pupil and parent,
102-104

Ontagamie County (Wis), pre-
serving wild life in, 217-218

Park River (N. D)), poultry farm-
ing in, 160

Pasadena (Calif.}, cribbage boards
for city hospitals in, 129

Pattern services, 181

Pests, exterminating, 65-70, 139,
156-15%, 164, 177

thtsburgh (Pa),
“project ir, 192

Plantains, experimentit’y with,
12g-181

Playground, directing a, 195-196;
making a, 89-go, 95-96

Porto Rico (West Indies), cam-
paign against anemia in, 104-

greetimg-card

=28

Potato Club, Nealsville (N. C.),
134-185

Potato-raising  project,
DakotZ, 161-162

Poultry raising, in North Da-
kiia, 160, 165 in Russia, 157-
358 in West Virginia, 167-168

North

Preservation of wild life, 214;
Young Citizens’ League and
the, 218-221; see also Conserva-
tion

Property, protection of, 202-204

Pullman (Wash.), livestock proj-
ect in, 178-180

Quincy (Mass.), advisory repair
services in, 125-128

Ragwood, destruction of, 66-67

Ravenna (0.), preserving wild life
in, 217

Recreational facilities, American,
20; surveying local, 212-213

Redland District Fruit Festival,
165-166

Repair service, Modesto (CaliL.),
128; Quincy (Mass.)), 125-128;
Santa Rosa (Calif.), 170, v71-
178

Road-building, Chincse, rgz-133;
Mexican, 143

Rubber, suggestion for making
synthetit, 152

Safety, combining civic
and, 78-80

Safety campaign, 48-6o

Safety patrol, 42-48

Safety project, assisting in of-
ficial, go-gz, Russian, 151-152

St. Cloud (Minn.), civic beauti-
fication in, 17778

St. Helena (5. C.), agricultural
fair in, 120-121; experimenting
with new crops in, 119-120

Sale City (Ga.), forest-fire pre-
vention in, 71-72

San Diego (Calif)), traffic patrol
in, o-51

beauty
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Sanitation, project to improve,
g6-100

Santa Ana (Calif)), 4-H Forestry
Club in, 92-94

Santa Té (N. M), first-aid and
health projects in, 108-110

Santa Rosa (Calif.), farm repair
service, 170, 171-148

Santiago (Calif.), providing low-
cost diets in, 104-105

Schoot, building a, 144; see also
Beautification, Clean-up cam-

paign
School bus, building a, 128-129
School leadership, American

youth movement and, 269-

274

School workshop, building a, 83-
86

Science and invention, control
through, go

Seattle (Wash.), safety campaign
in, 56-6o; safety patrol in, 46-
48

Selma (Calif.), building a school
bus in, 128-129

Servicing a building, 86-8g

Sheep raising, 166-167 °

Sherman (Texas), community
garden in, 74-75

Short Hills (N. J.), pupil and
parent orchestra in, 192-194

Sitka (Alaska), campaign to
¢liminate tuberculosts in, 106-
107

Smoke nuisance, eliminating a,
101-102

Sacial Frontier, 260

Socially-useful activities, philos-
ophy underlying, g-z0

Stimulating official action, proj-
ects, p2-56, g5-100

Strawberry Club, developing
community spirit through a,
1477-148

Survey, community, 206-208, 260-
262, 264; groups used in the,
34; techniques used in the, g4-
41

Switzerland, socially-useful work’
in, 225-231

Tent caterpillarf destzuction of,
64-69

Theater, building a»Ficin,
143-144

Torrington (Conn)), collecting
medical information in, 208-209

Toys, making and distiibuting,
102-104, 196

Traffic patrols, 42-48

Traffic signals, supplying, go-51

Trees, preservation of, 64-65,
67-13; surveying a commu-
nity’s, 213-214; see also C.G.C,
camps

Tuberculosis, campaign to elim-
inate, 106-104

Tulsa (Okla.), establishing world
friendship in, z24-225

Tssock moth, destruction of, 6g-

70

Twin Falls (Idaho), demonstra-
tion of farm machiwery in, 163~
16g ®

USSR, Children's Technical
Stations in, 146-150; collecting
usable junk in, 151; consesmes
tion of animal life in, 157;
discovery of mineral deposits
in, 152, 1567 electrical project
in, 150-151;  exterfainating
pests in, 1356-157; improving
crops in, 134-156; imprd¥ing
soil in, 156; industrial contest
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‘U.88.R.——epntinued

in, 149-150; inventory of local
resources in, 156; poultry
farming in, t5y-158; safety
project in, 151-152; socially-
usefus projects in, 238-241;
‘stimulating government loans
in, 52154, suggestions for
making synthetic rubber in,
152

‘egetable gardens, Westfield

{Mass.), 123125

Veiser (Idaho), making toys in,
196
Vestfield (Mass), vegetable-

garden project in, 123-125, 126,
12

Vest Springfield (Mass.), com-
piling low-cost diets 1in, 104-
106; improving civic beauty in,
78-7g: safety campaigns in, 48-
Ko

Whitmell (Va.), improving com-
munity conditions in, 215-216,
260-264

Wild life, preservation of, 147,
217-228; sce also Conservation
of national resources

Woodcraft Rangers, 196

Woodland (Calif.), speeches on
agrniculture by boys of, 133-134

‘Workshop, establishing a, 83-86

World friendship, establishing,
224-225

World Good Will Day, celebra-
tion of, 225-224

YMC.A., 34

Youth and social changes, §1-34

Young Citizens’ League, 218-221

Young Pioneers, 145-158, 183-185,
238-241

Youth projects, contrast between
American and foreign, 264-269;
contrast between urban and
rural, 258-260

Y.WCA, 34

)






