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“Mr. John Wesley used to say to his nephews *You are
heirs to a large property in Indwa if you can find it out, for
my uncle 1s sad to have been very prosperous " "—Dr Apam
CLARKE, 1n Memours of the W esley Famihy.



PREFACE

HIS work supplements in some important
particulars the story of the rise of Butish
influence m Asia told in Early English Adventurers
wn the Bast  In that volume, mn tracing the course
of events m,Western India, I carned the narrative
no further than the occupation of Bombay Here
I deal with the half-century which followed (erald
Aungrer’s successful admimstration of the island
after 1ts transfer from the Crown {o the East India
Company
It was not o pertod upon which we can look back
with satisfaction Indeed, 1t may be regarded as
the dark age of Anglo-Indian history—an era m
which the Biitish name and prestige were degraded
to a lower level than was ever reached m that
region eibher before or since  Yet 1t was a time of
extraordinary interest trom the standpomt of
British expansion, and if there 13 gloom n the 1ecord,
wird £ Yiwneh d epadans W stendly wwewmg,
the narrative closes with the promuse of higher
and better things in the gallant and, as 1t proved,
effective assertion of British power at Surat m
1732 by Henry Lowther, a scion of the famous
5
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leaving somewhere in India a vast fortune which
the Wesley descendants might enjoy, 1f only they
conld discover it, that I ventured to give them
publicity m the columns of The Guardsan The
prvate letters I subsequently recerved showed
how strong a hold the idea of the mythical Wesley
milhons had obtamned

One of the descendants of Wesley was almost
pathetic mn her anxety to know whether, afte
all, T might not be mustaken m my facts She
could not persuade herself that the fortune in
which generations of the Wesleys had believed
wag the absolute myth which T proved 1t to be
These manifestations of interest led me to make a
close study of Annesley’s career, with the results
which are now presented to the reader Tt 18
with regret that I have plucked out the heart of
the fascmatimg mystery which Sir Arthur Quiler-
Couch has used with such powerful effect m his
charmmg work Hetty Wesey. But I find some
compensatory satisfaction in the thought that
widening the popular knowledwe of Samuel Annes-
kev T have thrown a strome and, io some extent
2 mew lght on & most important era m Brihish
Towliam. sy

I maay twloe thus opperturity of explaimng that
the farts of my mamative ore dlmost exclusively
derived foomn the Indiem Recwrds m Whitekall,
a dose stady of whneh T bave mwde dunny the last
tenyears. Excepting m a fewimmstances I have not
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thought 1t necessary to indicate i the text the
precise source of my authouty It may therefoie
be desirable to state here that I have rehed chiefly
upon the following series of records —

Home Series  Miscellaneous (Transeripts relating to Bom-
bay), Vols48 to 56, also Vols 29, 332 and others in The
General Series

Surat Factory Records Vols 1 to 9, also Vaols 100, 101
and others

Bombay Abstract Letters Received Vols 1, 1a

Bombay Copies of Wills, etc Registersd i Mayors Court
29th June, 1728, to 3rd June 1732 Range CCCCXVI, No 77

Onginal Correspondence, Vols 43, #1, B2 53 and others

Grme M5 Vols 122 t0 128

Addrtional MS, British Museum

In conduecting my reseaiches I was granted every
facabity by the India Office authorties, and I have
agam to scknowledge with sincere gratitude the
courtesy of Mr F W Thomas, the Libranan, and
his assistants, and the prompt attention given to
all my mqurtes by Mr Wm Foster, the keeper
of the Recoids, and his staff

I have also to thank the Speaker (the Right
Hon J W Lowther, MP) for courteously fur-
mshing information relative to Henry Lowther,
the exghfeenth-century worthy referred fo shove
I have, further, to express my great indebtedness
to Sir Arthur Quiller-Couch for kindly permitting
the reproduction ot the extracts from ¢ Hetty
Wesley ” given 1n the Prologue

Loxpow, October, 1917
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PROLOGUE

(From Dr Adam Clarke's ©“ Memorrs of the Wesley
Family )

“ (OYAMUEL (ANNESLEY) went ab:oad m the

service of the Kast India Company He
there accumulated a considerable fortune and made
frequent remuttances to his family at home He had
borne strong testimony against the msmanage-
ment and speculations of certain persons m the
Company’s service, which probably created him
mortal enemies Intending to return home, he
wrote to his brother-in-law, Mr Samuel Wesley,
to purchase for lum an estate of £200 or £300 per
annum somewhere between London and Oxford
Butit seems he suddenly disappeared and no account
was ever recetved of his person or property! The
very time of his coming home, and the ship by
which he was to come, were announced , and s
sister, Mrs Susanna Wesley, came to London ex-
pecting to meet him, but no brother appeared
when the ship arrived! And all the information
that was ever received was to this effect -—that

ke had gone up into the country and was never
15
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heard of more! (When the noises ! were heard n
the Parsonage at Epworth Mrs Wesley supposed
they betokened the death of her brother m India,
but 1t s certamn that he was alive several years
after those noises ceased at Epworth) There 13
most certainly a mystery 1 this transaction
which 1t 18 possible a future day may explam
Mr Tohn Wesley used to say to his nephews
‘You are hewrs to a large property m India
you can find 1t out, for my uncle 1s said to have
been very prosperous’’—p 244

‘“In the hands of a good mvestigator this letter
(from Susanna Wesley to Samuel Annesley, quoted
at page 317) might lead to some discovery relative
to the end of Mr Annesley, and where his property
has been left and who has possessed 1t That
there were nefarious transactions 1 the manage-
ment of the Company’s concerns at that time the
above letter sufficiently states, and that Mr
Annesley’s honesty might have led to his run 1s
a possibleone  That he should disappear and never
more he heard of, and that his property should
all have been lost, are mysteries which probably
at this distance of time cannot entirely be cleared
up, but some discovery may yet be made >'-—Td
T 246

“In the year 1724 1t was reported that Mr An-
nesley was coming home 1n one of the Company’s

! The mystenous noses were heard at the Epworth Rec-
tory m the years 1715-16 —AUuTHOR
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ships  Mis Wesley heanng the news, came up
from Epworth to London to meet him. but the
report was mcorrect  This 1s the last mention 1
find of Mr Samuel Annesley i anv of the family
papers which have come under myv notice Nor
15 there any certainty when he died We know he
was alive 1n 1712 and possiblyn 1720 0r 1721 Mis
Wesley's letter to him 15 dated January 20, 1722
—s to which 1t 18 an answer, was most probably
written m 1720 1t 1 likely that his wife died
hefore him and teat theie weie no (nldren  hence
the Wesley fanuly always supposed they were his
hewrs "—Id , p 251

(From ** Th Iijc and Twmes of the Rev Samuel
Wesley M A” by L Tyorman)

* Bamuel {(Annesley) went abroad in the service
of the East India Company, accumulated a con-
siderable fortune and intended to return to ¥ng-
land, but all at once he suddenly disappeared
and no atcount was ever received eisher of his

pewson o1 of his property The probability 1s
that he wus 10bbed and murdered

(From ** Susanna Wesley,” by J. H Inghkam ,
Emincnt Women Series )

In gumg out to India M1 Annesley hoped to
amass & fortune, and 1 supposed to have done <o
though at the tine he was expected to return to
England he was lost mght of and no intelligence



22 ANNESLEY OF SUBAT AND HIS TIMES

of ks fate nor any ofthe money he had obsained,
ever reached hus relatives.”—p 128

{From** Hetty Wesley,” by Sr A. T. Quiller-Couck.)

‘“ At Surat, by a window of s private office i
the East India Company’s factory a wmddle-
aged man stared out upon the broad nver and
the wharves below Business in the factory nad
ceaved for the day - clerks and porters had gone
ahout thewr own affars, and had left &he great
buldig strangely cool and empty and silent
The wharves, too, were deserted—all bur one
where a Himndu sat 1o the shade of a pile of lug-
gage and the top of a boat’s mast wavered hke
the mdex of a balance above the edge of the land-
mng stairs

* The luggage belonged to the middle-aged man
at the window - the boat was to carry um down
the river to the Albemarle East Indiaman anchored
m the roads with her Surat cargo aboard She
would sail that mght for Bombay and thence awav
for England

“He was ready, dressed for his journey n a
loose white swit, which though designed for the
Kast, was almost aggressively British He
wore no wig (though the date was 1723), but his
own grey hair, brushed smoothly back from a
sufficiently handsome forehead and tied behund
with a fresh black ribbon

“The ceremomes of leave-taking were done
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with, so far as he could, he had avoided them
He had ever been a hard man, and knew well
enough that the clerks dishked him He hated
humbug He had come to India almost forty
years ago, not to make friends but to make a for-
tune And now the fortune was made, and the
room behind him stood ready, spick and span,
for the Scotsman who would take his chair to-
MOrrow

“On board the Albemarle Mr Annesley found
the best cabin prepared for him, as became his
mportance He went below at once, and was
only seen at meal times during the short voyage
to Bombay Here Captain Bowes was to
take 1n the bulk of s passengers and cargo, and
brought his vessel close alongside the Bund  Dur-
g the three days occupied 1n loading and stow-
g little order was mamfamed, and the decks
lay open to a promiscuous crowd of coolies and
porters, waterside loafers, beggars and thieves

“The fiist two days Mr Annesley spent upon
the poop watching the mob with a certain scorn-
ful interest On the third day he did not appear,
but was served with taffin 1n his cabin At about
six o'clock the second mate—a Mr. Orchard—
sought the captain to report that all wasreadyand
waitimg the word to cast of His way led past Mr.
Annesley’s cabin, and there he came upon an old
mendicant stooping over the door handle and mak-
mng as 1f to enter and beg; whom he clouted over
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the shoulders and cuffed up the companion ladder
Mz, Orchard afterwards remembered to have seen
this same beggar, or the image of him, off and on,
during the two previous days asquat agamst a
post on the Bund, and watching the Albemarle,
with his crutch and bowl beside him

“ When the rush came, this old man. bent and
blear eyed, was swept along the gangway like a
chip on the tide In pure lighfness of heart a
sailor, posted at the head of the plank, expedited
him with a kick  ‘ That’ll do for good-bye to India,’
saxd he, grmning

“The old man showed no resentment, but was
borne along bewildered, gripping hus bowl to s
breast On the quay’s edge he seemed to find Ius
feet, and shuffled off towards the town, without
once looking back at the ship ”

# % * * ¥

(After the Albemarle’s arrival in England )

* That same evening, n Mr Matthew Wesley’s
parlour, Johnson’s Court, Captain Bowes told
the whole story—or so much of 1t as he knew
The disappearance from on board his ship of a
person so 1mportant as Mr Samuel Annesley
touched his prospects m the Company’s service,
and he did not conceal 1t He had already re-
ported the affair at the East India House, and was

looking forward to a highly uncomfortable imter-
view with the Board of Governors
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“ The Captain nodded back, set down lus glass
and 1esumed ‘Qute so The mnext thing 1s
that Mr Orchard, returning to deck two minutes
later and having to pass the doo1 of Mr Annesley’s
cabin on his way, ran against an old Hindu beggar
crouching there fingenng the door handle and
about to enter—o1 so Orchaid supposed, and
kicked him up the companion He told me about
1t himself the next day when we found the cabin
empty, and I began making mqumes * Now
here,” says you, "‘here’s a clue,” and I'm not
denymg but 1t may be one  Only, when you look
into 1t, what does 1t amount to ? Mr Aunnesley—
saving your presence—was known for a stern
man you may take 1t for certain he’d made
enemies ovel there, and these Hindug are the devil
(saving your presence again, ma’am) for nursing
a grudge ‘‘Keep a stone i your pocket seven
years, turn 1it, keep 1t for another seven, ’twill
be ready at hand for your enemy ”—that’s their
way But, to begim with, an old jeg¢ 1s nothing
stiange to meet on a ship before she clears these
beggars 1 the East will ¢reep in anywhere  And,
next, yow’ll hardly mamtan that an old beggarman
(“seventy years old, if a day” said Orchard)
was gomng to take an active man hke Mr Annesley
and cram him bodily through a cabm wmdow !
"T1s out of nature And yet when we broke into
the cabm, twenty-four hours later, there was not
a trace of him  only his boxes neatly packed, his
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while they stared Bhagwan Dass broke from them
42 Tap m pursmi

“*Not without thy blessing! O Annesley
»hib go not before thou hast blessed me !’

Twao davs later at sunset, a ¢hld watching 2
nstle below the hernat’s sping saw im limp back
torand drmnk and seat himself again at the entrance
of the cave. and pelted down to the willage with
the news And the people, who had supposed
i gone fer evel, swarmed up and about the cave
T asure themeelies

Alas'  sad the holy man, gazing out upon
tos twilight when at length all had departed leaving
brm m peace  Cannot a map be apywhere
alone with God* And vet” he added, *1 was
something wistful for their love* ”

* * * * *

{A century after Annesley’s disappearance )

* *Bee here Hllerton, the rock 1s caverned and
the gun must have broken thiough the roof It
doesn’t look to me like a natural cavern, erther
Hi' half a dozen of you, clear away this Tubbish
and let me have a nearer look*

The wen turned to and heaved away the fallen
stones under which the water oozed muddily

*Just as I thought' Nature pever made a
hole hke this’

“An exclamation mterrupted him Tt came
from one of the rehief party who had clambered
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mto the cavern and was spading there m the loose
so1l

“*‘What 1162’

“*A skeleton sir'—Stretched here as natural
as life”’

“The General dismounted and clambered to
the entrance followed by s staff officer As
they reached 1t the man stooped agam and rose
with something in his hand

“‘Eh? a begging bowl ?’

“ Not a doubt of 1t’ said the staff officer, as
his chief passed i1t to himr  He examuned 1t turning
it slowly over mm s hands ‘It's clear enough,
though curtous We have struck the den of
some old hermit of the hills, some holy man——

““Who pitched his camp here for the sake of
the water spring no doubt’

“~ Queer taste " said the staff officer sagely ‘I
wonder how the deuce he picked up s food ¥’

“‘0Ob the Wll men hereabouts will travel
leagues to visit and feed such a man’

“‘That doesn't explamn why his bones lie un-
buried ’

“*No’ The General mused for a moment.
‘Found anythmg else ?° he demanded sharply

“ The searchers reported * Nothing,” and wished
to know 1if they should bring the skeleton out mto
the light

“¢No, cover him up decently and fall m to
Iimber up the gun ™"






CHAPTER 1
Samuel Annesley Proceeds to India

India a"great sttraction for adventurous young Enghshmen
1o the period following the Restoration—The East India
Company s policy at the time officrally described as
‘ Trade, not Grandeur "—The Company nevertheless
ezger to possess abtributes of sovereignty—Hstablish-
ment of & mint at Bombay--Annesley and fwo other
youths appomted to work the mint machinery —Annes-
ley & ancestry—Embarkation for India—-A cunously
assorted company as fellow-passengers—Saldters—Women
emigrants—Speculations ag to Annesley’s marmnage

IN the period following the Restoration the ser.
vice of the Bast India Company had many
attractions for the adventmous young Enghsh
man to whom a long period of exile presented no
terrors Those were years m which the English
for the first fame effected 2 lodgment 1 India
1n circumstances offering some assurance of per-
mapency Fort St Geoige, erected on the sandy
wastes of the Coromandel Coast, was alieady
attracting to itself a population and industry

worthy of the future City of Madras On the
31
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western coast the island of Bombay, part of the
dower of Charles IT's hapless bride, 10 like fashion
was witnessing the establishment on sound founda-
tions of a commercial and manufacturing centre
destined 1n a later generation to be second to none
mn Asia

Further north on the same coast at Surat, the
Enghsh were masters of a trade which embraced
a wide range of merchandise and whose ramifica-
tions extended on one side to the Persian Guif
and the Red Sea and on the other to the Malayan
States and those parts of the Eastern Archipelago
where the jealous scrutiny of the Dutch could be
evaded The Company’s influence was steadily
mmcreasing as fresh spheres of action were entered
upon and more of the nerve centres of Kastern
trade were touched

For the first time, perhaps the fascination of
India cast 1ts spell upon the Englhsh people
Moved by the charm of Milton’s sonorous verse
men turned their eyes to *‘ the Gorgeous East,’
ready to recogmse in the developments of their
country’s power 1n that quarter a revival of the
glories of the Elizabethan period when Drake and
Raleigh and Hawkins were opening a new world
to Enghsh commerce * The wealth of Ormuz
and of Ind ” was a powerful lure, but 1t was not
the only attraction The spimb of pure adventure
deep down in the national temperament was
gtirred by prevailng influences to manifestations
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of no ordmary character Aiistocratic youths,?
poneers of a noble race of hunteis, braved
the penls and discomforts of the Hastern passage
for a spell of big-game shooting 1n that paradise
of the sportsman, Southern India  Lads of 1espect-
able parentage? concealing themselves on the
Company’s ships, stole out to India mtent on mak-
ing acquaintance at first hand with the wonders
ot the mystertous East Meanwhile, mto the
Company’s service poured 1 continuous stream
some of the best young blood of the country
The regular emoluments offered were on a miserable
scale, but there was conclusive evidence of the
lucrativeness ot an Indian career in the positions
which returned Ancglo-Indians filled in the fash-

1 Lard Goring was one of thewe carly big-game hunters
With a companion, a German of good family, he wont out to
India in tke later vears of the seventeenth century He died
on the voyage home after spending three years in the coun-
trv-—at Karwar, then as now a good centre from which to
conduct sportmy « Tpeditions

2 The following cntry from the Records supplies an example
ot this surreptitious Indian touring in the seventeenth cen-
tury  “Mr Edmond Woodroff, a druggiet, who went to
Bombay on ye Diana without his father’s knowledge, who
12 a person of quality and designed s preferment here, and
having apply’sd to us that his sen might return or be employed
by ye Company we order that on information of his qualifi-
cations, sobriety and sertousness, you do mmploy lum as may
best serve us or else send him home hy ye next shippng,
hig father or hee will satisfy the chargeg of his transporta-
tion P—Letter to the Bombay Council from the Court of
Darectors 11 =~ pt, 168% —Home Mizc , Yol 29

g
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1onable world This class was not so numerous,
nor was 1t so wealthy as the Nabob fraternity of
a later era, when Clive made immensely rich by
the fiwits of his conquests, was ** astonished at his
own moderation” as he contemplated in retio-
spect the prolfic field in which he had laboured
and fought

The exiles, however, included men of consider-
able distincthion who impressed their personahities
upon a world markedly deficient in the elements
of experience and wide and vaned knowledge to
which they could lay special claim 8o 1t hap-
pened that Indian openings were eagerly sought
by the aspiring youth of the tine Some hke
Thomas Pitt, the progemitor of Chatham and s
lustrious son— * the Pilot that weathered the
storm ’—who were ambitions, made a short cut
to wealth by defying the Company and embarking
on enterprises of their own within the prolubited
sphere of Hastein trade, others of the type of the
hero of the present work weie invested with the
sacred thread of the Company’s hierarchy and be-
came “‘ Covenanted Servants” The two classes,
thongh separated by an impassable gulf m the
Boak of Principles of India House, had much in
common as later pages will show  But 1t was the
regular offictal body that attracted natuially the
larger number of aspirants to an Indian career,
and for the time being 1t 18 the one with which we
are exclustvely concerned
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India at the beginming of the fourth quarter of
the seventeenth century, when the story opens,
was to the Bast India Company in a marked degree
still a land of doubt in all that concerned polhicy
Not without good reason did the directors hesitate
to adopt a defimte line Profound changes were
taking place i the internal orgamsation of the
country the end of which no man could foresee.
There was then proceeding one of those elemental
movements which occur once every few hundred
years to remund the world of the transttoriness of
the mightiest empires Mogul power, which had
reached 1ts zenith a few decades before in Shah
Jehan’s splendid reign, was now, under Aurung-
zebe’s oppressive tule, visitbly on the wane At
Agra and Dell: the sculptured glories of that most
opulent period of Indo-SBaracenic art in which
men, to use Heber's phrase, ‘‘ built like Titans
and fimished lLke jewellers,”” were still mn their
pristine grandeur But the Mogul Government
itself was stricken with a mortal disease of whose
mcurable character every new decade furmshed
additional proofs

The perl which threatened 1t came from the
formidable revival of Hindu power under Mah-
ratta auspices, which—orngimating in the internecine
warfare conducted between the Mogul Emperors
and the Mohammedan dynasties of the South,
Ahmednugger and Byapur,—had derived new
strength from the consummate leadership of Sivajt
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the great Mabratta leader This redoubtable
chieftamn ralled to his banners all the fighting
elements of the vinle race from which he sprung,
and by force of character and military qualities
of no common order welded them imnto a weapon
of aggression of termhble efficiency in the then
conditions of India. Mounted on fleet wiry horses,
hving like locusts on the country which they
traversed, these hardy guenlla warmors by therr
swift movements and danng tactics were able
with pactical 1mpunity to defy the Impenal
power The full tral ot strength between the
panophed mught of the Mogul Government and
the Mahratta hosts had yet to come at the period
of which we are treating, but the menace was there
1 all 1ts smister significance, and already the hand-
writing was beginning to appear on the wall

In such circumstances the Court of Directors,
even 1f no other grounds existed for caution, would
Justifiably have moved with circumspection  But
apart altogether from the state of affairs in India
the conditions were not favourable to the adoption
of a bold polcy, or indeed any policy at all other
than that of making the best of trading opportuni-
tes as they offered themseives Plaimn merchants
intent on successful barter, they regarded their
valuable possessions of Bombay and Madras almost
entirely 1n the hght of useful centres at which
profitable busmess was to be done free from the
costly restraints and 1rksome disabilities expert-
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enced at their factories settled on native territory
Their sovereign rights pleased them when 1t came
to a quesfion of exercising authonty, but they
shrunk from the payment of the inevitable price
of conquest even when 1t assumed the peaceful
torm 1t did m these instances ‘“ Trade, not gran-
deur, 18 our object,” wrote the Court to Gerald
Aungier, the able Governor of Bombay, a year or
two prior to the time of the opening of our narra-
tive TPoor Aungler had done his plain duty by
fort:sfymmg Bombay, and the mercantile minded
gentry at India House winced at the hill But
1t was not long, as we shall find, before the tune
changed 1n that quarter and the depreciatory view
of the Company’s rdle gave place to a blusterous
assertiveness Meanwhile, though the directors
were humbly disposed when they surveyed their
responsibilities 1n the light of the latest bill of
costs for fortifications and other mdispensable
paraphernalia of sovereignty, they were ready, and,
indeed, eage1l to make experiments i Government
and assume all the attributes of absolute powey
Ome of their chenshed projects from the earlest
vears of the occupation of Bombay was the estab-
Lishment of & mint They attached a value to
this institution as a source of profit rather than as a
svmbol of sovereignty and 1t was developed on
these lines At the outset the Bombay Mint was
chiefly occupied n the production of copper coms
and tin tokens known as budje rooks which then,
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and for a great many years subsequently, were
a common form of currency at the Indian poris
and m Malava and the Eastern Archipelago.
These 1mitial efforts were so far successful finan-
cially that the Court determimed to make the mimt-
ing of com a more defimie object of thewr Indian
adventure and to this end =ought and obtaned
from Charles II forma! power in the new charter
granted by that monarch to establish a mmnt at
Bombay

The equipment of the new, or to speak more
correctly, the reorgamced nstitution then engaged
theiwr attention, and they procured from Enghsh
makers machimery for milling coin of the type
employed in the Royal Mint To ensure the suc-
cessful working of the somewhat complicated
apparatus the Court adopted the expedient of
giving a prehminary trammng i its use to three
vouths who had jomed 1its service for employment
m the East  One of the trio was Samuel Annesley
the central figure of this story who at the time 1n
1677, when he stepped across the threshold of the
old India House to Teceive his credentials as a
covenanted servant of the Company, was of the
age of mneteen vears

The vouthful cadet thus selected bore a name
honoured and respected i the England of that day
The eldest son of Dr Samuel Annesley, the well-
Imnown Dissentng divine the friend of Defoe and
the intellectual exponert of the most cultured
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foim of Nonconforiaty then m vogue he belonged
to the very elect of the Nonjuring flock His
family descended from the same stock as that of
the Farls of Anglesey, and his father, according to
Ius contemporaries, showed 1 his fine features and
digmfied bearmg the outward marks of austo-
cratic limeage

Samuel Annesley the vounger probably enjoyed
the usual educational advantages of a well-to-do
city-bred youth of s day His letters show himn
to have been 2 man with some capacity for literary
expression and he possessed a knowledge of ac-
counts which could not have been picked up
casually m the mtervals of his other duties With
fair confidence we may assume that he owed his
appomtment to the Companys service to his
father’s friendship with inembers of the Court of
Directors The Puritan element m the higher
ranks of the Company was strong at this period,
and 1t 18 certun that a good many of the directors
had at one time o1 another “sat under” Dr
Annesley either when he was Vicar of St Galess,
Cupplegate, from 1658 to 1662 or later, after his
ejection from the hving when he was the much-
ecteemed muaster of the famous meeting-house m
Little St Helen’s Place Bichopsgate *

1 % The fir<t public ordination held by the Nonconformists
aftur the Bartholomew Act was performed m the Chapel
Dr Calamy was one of those ordamed on this occasion

The first Minrster here was Dr Samuel Annesley, the grand-
{ather of John and Charles Wesles The father of Damel
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In any event Dr Annesley had sufficient influ-
ence to obtain the ear of the authorties at India
House, and the selection of his son was almost
certainly made with a full recogmition of the im-
peccable character of the lad’s parentage, for the
Company set great store upon the godhness of 1ts
agents and never lost an opportumty of preaching
m 1t despatches to the East the virtues of high
thinking and prous living Its confidence i the
outward signs of righteousness was often sadly
betrayed by worthless servants whose hypocritical
graces had earlier won approbation, but the insist-
ence on a respectable upbringing which went hand
m hand with the enforcement of the directors’
standards of prety did undoubtedly contribute
to the elevation of the status of the Company’s
service Men like the two Oxendens of Surat,
Gerald Aungier, Streynsham Master and others
of these older Anglo Indian officials who could be
named, were the equals in every respect of the high-
minded men who in ¢ later generation worked and
died 1n the service of the Government of India

It 15 clear from the 1ecords that the directors
were deeply concerned in the successful working
of then wwmt venture In two separate com-
munications forwarded in March, 1678, they re-
ferred 1n some detail to the coinmg machinery
They intimated that 1t was intended for the

Defoe woershipped w this ehurch and also the son "—The
Churches and Chapel, of Ol London, by J ¢ White
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manufacture of milled money, and they compla-
cently expressed the anticipation that this new
style ot com would be much apprecated in
India Mention was made of the training which
Annesley and two other cadets, George Cook and
John Morris, had received, and a special injunction
was laid upon the officials in Bombay to see that
the keys for working the machinery were always
1n responstble hands In order that there might
be o failure of plans a copy of duections for the
use of the machinery was transmitted, with the
observation that “though they (the machines)
have cost us a very great summe of money yet wee
hope by your industry they will be improved to our
advantage ” As will be discovered later, the
directors” sanguine expectations were falsified
About the last of the needs of the Bombay execu-
tive when the consignment reached its destination
was a colnage plant

Apparently Annesley sailed for India about the
time these letters were despatched We may
picture the scene which accompanied his departure
The Indiaman, a taut ship of not more than 500
tons, 13 straining at her moorings at Blackwall
awalting the signal to cast off which will be given
by the captain when presently he cemes on board
with his final instructions from India House
About the decks 1 a mass of 1impedimenta—passen-
gers’ baggage and the rest—awarting stowage as
soon as opportumity offers, which will be later
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when the vessel 15 dropping down the river with
the tide  In the waist of the ship and on the poop
are gathered n groups the passengers and thermr
friends who have come to hid what for many of
them will be a last farewell, for the Indian chimate,
or more correctly speaking the HEnglishman’s mode
of ite 1n the East, claims a heavy toil at this time

Owr hero has his own party of fuiends from the
shote to speed his departure Conspicuons 1in
the throng 1s hus father’s tall figure, upright still
m spite of the weight of nearly three score and ten
years that it carnes  His mother, too, would have
been there and some of the many brotheix and
sisters of the young cadet Amongst the latter
may have been Susanna, a httle fair-haired, bright-
eyed girl of nine, who ten years later was to wed
Samuel Wesley the elder, and through that union
to become the mother of John Wesley, the great
founder of Methodism

Samuel Wesley himself was possibly also a par-
ticipator m the scene He wags then at school at
Mr Morton’s famous academy at Newmngton
Green, and as the ties of intimacy between promu-
nent Nonjuring taymlies were stiong, he was pro-
bably a playmate of the Anuesley cmidren at then
home in Bishopsgate The venerable father would
no doubt have tendered his son a few words of
parting advice and exhortation couched m the
well-chosen language which he knew so well how
to employ. The mother, pale and apprehensive
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for the futme of her first-hoin, must have added
her affectionate wishes for his safety and happiness
m the strange land to which he was proceeding,
while little Susanna m her calm serious way would
have offered her tribute of cluldish regret at the
loss of a big brother whom she possibly looked up
to after the manner of sisters How the pro-
spective exie himself was affected we can only
surmise  In after-life he was known pre-emmently
as a hard man, and 1t 18 possible that his dour
nature withstood the sentimental mmfluences which
were crowdmg 1 upon him in that farewell
interview m which he took what was to be mn the
full sense of the term final leave of his family and
countiy

Annesley’s vovage to India was uneventful as
Indian voyages usually were at that period The
old hoirols of the passage were to a laige extent
only evil memoiles  Scurvy, which formerly deci-
mated the crews, had been almost completely
bamshed by the use of antiscorbutics and the
adoption of a moie rational dietary The ships
were of better lines than the eaihier ones and theiwr
handhing left hittle to be desned. for the ciews were
of the first breed of seamen which sailed the seas
in that or any age, and their commanders weie men
of great piroficiency 1n navigation and skilled m
the arts of offence and defence, a knowledge of
which was then supremely important as a quahfi-
cation for a command n the Company’s service
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An East Indiaman of that day and for genera-
tions to come, 1n point of fact, was a man-of-war
mn all but name It carried a crew out of all pro-
portion to rtsneeds as a simple merchantman, and
it was armed quite as heavily as the King’s vessels
of the same tonnage This militant character
had been 1mposed upon the Company’s fleet fiom
the first by the violence of the rivalry between
nations for the Bastern trade In succession the
Company’s ships had fought the Portuguese and
the Dutch, and soon they were to be called upon
to 1eet the splendid ships of the France of
Lows XIV, when that monarch’s hid for world
domimon carried the Bourbon hlies across the
seas to the East and Francois Martin laid the
foundation of Pondicherry

The ships trading with India towards the close
of the seventeenth century carmed a curwousis
assorted company In addition to refurning
officials and piobationers like Annesley and his
companions there were to be found on every East
Indiaman recrwts for the Company’s rmbtary
forces at their Eastern settlements Foi the most
part raw youths lured from the purlieus of the
Thames-side by the gltter of the East, as 1t was
presented to them in the freely squandered wages
of the returned seaman, or men of dubious char-
acter who ““left their country for thewr country’s
good 7 under the pressure of circumstances too
strong to be 1esisted, they formed o motley and
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somewhat unsavoury company The sternly apphed
disciphme of the ship kept then wvngoveinable m-
stincts within bounds while they weie on the sea

But on landing they threw off all restramnt and
a large proportion of them fell victims to therr
excesses 10 the earliest stage of their Indian careers
Where actual debauchery did not exact 1ts penalty,
clunatic influences stepped 1n to work theiwr fell
strength on the constitutions of these hapless
Enghshmen  Miserably housed, 1mpropeily
clothed and fed, and caieless of the rules of conduct
which govern the well-regulated lives of Europeans
in the tropics, they died off like flies fzom * fever
and flux "—the simister twin evils which darkly
shadow the 1ecords of these eaily days of Enghsh
settlement of the East Even seen through the
nmust of yeais, this saciifice of English hfe, laigely
thiough indifference and neglect, has an mexpres-
sibly sad aspect The wonder 15 that with the
appallmg tale of moitahty to be found in every
despatch that went fiom the India of these days
the Company was able to obtain new 1ecimts for
1ts militaly service

It was not on the military side exclusively that
the Company was remnforcing the ianks of the
English mn 1ts new settlement at Bombay at this
juncture  From the time (in 1668) that the ad-
mimistration had been taken over from the Ciown
the Court of Duectois had entertained the idea
of colomsing the 1sland with Enghsh  They sent
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out In successive batches numbers of young Eng-
lish women on the assumption that they would
wed their civil and military servants, and 1n time
create a flourishing English commumty which
would be a tower of strength for them 1n the further-
ance of their trade designs No stranger delusion
ever entered the heads ot the merchants of Leaden-
hall Street than that on these lines a tropical setitle-
ment could be created

The futihty of the scheme was early demon-
strated Some of the better class of the female
imrargrants married officials, but the less fortunate®
were left on the hands of the Government, and just
before Annesley went out the Council in Bombay
wrote home making a special appeal to the Court
for power to allemate the sufferings of these unfor-
tunate creatures, warning the unctuous gentry at
India House that unless support was given them
“ they must either starve or do worse, having not
a groat to help themselves” The trouble appears
to have been that the women, perhaps not unnatur-
ally, wanted to marry into the higher ranks of the
officials  ““ Those that come out yearly, be they
what they will at their arrval,” wrote the Bombay
Council, “all pretend to be gentlewomen, high
born, great parentage and relations, and scorne
to marry under a factor or commission officer,
though ready to starve

The directors would hsten to none of this non-
sense They grudgingly granted an allowance
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to the women with clothes ““according to the
countrie tashion,” but i forwarding a fresh con-
signment of women—they were invoiced after
the fashion of bales of goods-—they intimated that
they sent with them a lhst setting forth their
“quahtie and condifion, for whatsoever they
may pretend when they corne thither they appear
no other here” As there had been complaints
of the conduct of some of the earlier 1mmigrants
a further mtimation was given that none were
sent hut ‘““ such as are aivill,”” and an imjunction
was laxd upon the Bombay Counail that if any mis-
behaved themselves they were to be sent home,
for “ wee are sensible of the mischief of bad
example,” added the directors

Amongst Annesley’s fellow-passengers were a
party of these temale colonists, and we may permit
ourselves the speculation that during the voyage he
made the acquaintance amongst them of his future
wife  We cannot say this tor certain, as there 1s no
record of his mainage, but he must have entered
mnto the wedded state at an early stage in us Indian
careel, and as he was limited 1n lus selection to a
very small class, the chances are that he found the
woman who was to be hiy partner in life from those
female passengeis who had been associated with
him 1n the close ntimacy that a long voyage brings.

It 1s a curious fact, and one which may be noted
here, that no mention 1s made tn the records uatil
the close of lus hfe of Mrs Annesley The circum-
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stance 1s the more remarkable as every year a list
of European 1nhabitants at the Company’s settle-
ments was sent home The explanation may be
that Mrs Annesley resided during the greater
part of her mairied life erther at Surat or in Eng-
land 'The Surat names are few, confined for
the most part to officials and * free merchants,”
and from omissions which are clear on the face of
the records 1t 1s to be surmised that the Company
did not require an exact register of the female por-
tion of the community resident outside their own
territory Not, however, that the directors were
indifferent to the domestic ties of then servants
They not only exercised a more or less mgpd
supervision over the piospective brides who went
out to the Kast, but apparently, through thewr
President, they exercised the right of vetommg any
union which the local Council deemed unsmtable

A case i point 1s supphed by an 1ncident which
figmes 1n the records at a somewhat later period
than that at which the narrative opens While
Sir John Gayer, the then Governor of Bombay, was
at Surat an appeal was forwarded to him from one
of the Company’s officials on the 1sland for per-
nuseion to meary the widow of a brother official
The lady’s character, judging fiom the rude ep:-
thet applied to her m the official correspondence,
was somewhat damaged, and though the love-
lorn petitioner protested that unless he were allowed
to marry he could not be happy, the stern Pres-
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dent refused his sanction, observing that while
there was only a possility that s disappoint-
ment would mar hus happiness, they presumed that
he would be *“inevitably miserable” if he were
so foolish as to wed the too lively wadow  In order
to make their edict the more effective and to
prevent “the utter rume” of the applcant,
Gayer directed that the woman should be deported
from the 1sland unless she had mended her ways
Later, a fresh and more urgent appeal being made
by the prospective budegroom, and an assurance
Demg forfhcommg from the Depaty-Governor
that the widow had ““ much reformed,” the mar-
riage was permitted



CHAPTER 11

Aungier’s Bombay

Annesley’s lending m Bombay—A promising settlement
created largely by the gemus of Gerald Aungler—Aungier s
tactful Government—He incurs the digpleasure of the
Court of Directors—Aungier's defence of his admmstra-
tion—His death and character—A great terror spreading
over India owing to the ni=e of Mahratta power under
Sivajp—Henry Oxenden’s views of the Mahratta penl—A
crsis precipitated by the seizure by the Mahrattas of the
iland of Kenery at the entrance of Bombay Harbour—
Lieut Thorpe s disastrons expedition to Kepery—Capt
Richard Keigwin’s subsequent victory over the Mahrattas
near Kenery—The Court of Directors” hesitating mstruc-
tions m regard to the Mahratta occupation of Kenery—
The Bombay Counail makes peace with Swvaj—Death of
Sivaji—Aurungzebe’s policy—Mogul oceupation of Kenery
—Annesley s transfer to SBurat—The Bombay Mihtia—
Cruel nulitary discipline

N the early months of 1678 Annesley landed n
Bombay The settlement at which he spent

the first period of s exile was a widely different
place from the stately Impemal City which now
forms “the Gate of India” At the most the
whabitants did not number more than fifty or sixty

thousand and these were scattered over the island,
50
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though the majority were crowded in the native
town clustered about the fort, the walls of which
were then approaching completion Still, 1t was
a fair prospect for the young Enghshman to look
upon—this promising town by the blue waters of
the beautiful harbour over which the sunlght
danced with a joyous brlhancy very fascmating
to one whose eyes had been accustomed to the
subdued radiance of a Western sun reflected 1n the
muddy waters of the Pool hard by London Bridge

Those were not days when fiom every point of
vantage in the ocean floated the national flag m
token of the country’s power Only a short fime
previously a victorious Dutich squadron had swept
up the Medway and inflicted upon England the
most humihating reverse 1t had sustamned at sea
for generations Enghsh power and presfige m
Charles ITs careless hands weie at their lowest ebb,
and one looked in vain 1n Europe for evidence of
that domnance which a few years earlier under
Cromwell’s masterly régume was almost everywhere
apparent Only here m India could the spimit of
the race be traced m anything hke a character
worthy of 1ts high purpose  For the Bombay which
Annesley saw with ns first glonpse of India was
one of those early muracles of Impenal achievement
of which the present generation of Britons knows
unfortunately too hittle

It was the creation of one man’s genius and pains-
taking statesmanship pmsued with patient endea-
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vour 1n the face of the obstructions and discourage-
ments of angnorant and narrow-minded ohgarchy
at home and the opposition of a jealous and quarrel-
some officaldomn on the spot Misgovernment
and an 1ll-concerved economy 1n later years served
to dissipate the heritage of power which had heen
built up at thes incompaiable strategic and commer-
c1al centre, but nothing that happened can dim
the lustre of the work of Gerald Aunger, the great
admimstrator who was the true founder of Bombay

Gerald Aungler died at Suiat only a few months
before Annesley reached India Awungier came of
the Irish family which gave the Earls of Longford
to the peerage! He served his apprenticeship n
India under Sir George Oxenden, the able Chief

! Gerald Aungler was the grandson of Sir Franeis Aunger,
the Master of the Rolls in Ireland who married Douglas
voungest sister of Gerald Larl of Kintore, and who was elected
to the peerage as Baron Aungier in the peerage of Ireland 1n
1621  Onthe death of the first peer the tatle descended to Dx
Ambrose, who married Griseld Aungler, the younger daughter
of Lancelob Bulheley, the Archbishop of Dublin  The Governor
of Bombay was the second son of Dr Aungler Franeis, Ger-
ald's elder brother, was created Barl of Longford i 1677
This peer died without 1ssue 12 1700 and the family honours
devolved upon his brother Ambrose who died w 1704 alsn
without1ssue  The Earldom of Longiord then became extinct
and the famly estates descended to the late peer’s sister, Mrs
Ludlow Upon that lady’s decease the property passed to
the Earl of Longford’s nephews, Franas Cuff and James
Macartney, by an equal divisor A granddaughter of the
former married Thomas Pakenham, wha became Farl of Long-
ford 1n & revived creation
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of Sinat,m the days of the factory’s greatest pros-
penty, and 1t was from the same supeior that he
recerved his mstructions for a speeial mission to
Bombay when that 1sland should have heen taken
over from the Poituguese m 1662 A man of
high purpoese, serenity of disposttion, and with a
wide outlook, Aungler was admirably adapted for
the work of a pioneer 1n a new settlement When
he assumed supreme control of the Councils
afiairs 1n Western India on Oxenden’s death m
1672 he devoted himself heart and soul to the
establishment of the settlement on a firm basis
For several years he laboured mcessantly at the
work, and out of somewhat chaotic conditions
evolved a station which promised to become one of
the finest centies of Emopean effoit in Asia  He
was especially successtul m his dealings with the
Indian population Under his just and gentle
rule a polyglot community numbenng many thou-
sands diawn hom all parts of the adjacent coast
tooh 100t on the island A peace-loving, mndus-
trnous company, they looked up to the kindly
Enghish Goveinor and brought their disputes to
him with a complete assurance that his decision
would be an equitable one The trust was never
betiayed Aungler m his policy ever held the
balance equally between the vaiious sections of
the population ¥is measures were singulaly
far-sighted, anticipating the highest punaples of
Butish adinmistration i a later and moie setiled
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age One of his acts was the establishment of a
representative system by which each caste ap-
pomted a mouthplece authomtatively to vowce
thenn wishes and discuss thewr grievances with
him

The general principles by which Aungler was
guided m his admimstration are reflected in the
instructions which he left to Philip Gyfiard, hrs
deputy, when he departed for Suiat in September,
1675 Gyftard was to labomn to the utmost of
his power ““to discountenance and pumsh vice,”’
especially among the Englsh, “ though blessed be
God they are much reformed of what they were ™
He was to prevent *“ all bribery, extortion, common
baintting,! and vexatious causes of law,” and 1n
general he must ‘ take care that all the wmhaln-
tants of what quality or condition scever have
impartial Justice done them without favour or
respect of persons ”’

Aungler proceeded ° The people of the island
consisting of several nations and languages dis-
united and disagreeng among themselves, you
must endeavour to carry an equal hand of favour,
Justice and protection towards all, without pre-
feimng one belore the other™ 1n hne, Aungrer
anticipated i almost 1ts language the noble Pro-
clamation of Queen Victoria on the assumption
of the Government of India by the Crown 1n 1858,

! Barratry The practice of excifing and encouraging law-
suits
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a document which 1s held by Indians to be the
charter of their nights

In addition to bewmng a clever admimstrator
Aungier possessed a military capactiy of no mean
order His qualities were severely tested 1n 1673,
when Rickloff van Goens, the Dutch Admiral,
appeared off the coast with a fleet of twenty-two
ships with the intention of capturimg Bombay
Immedrately the Hollander’s plans were disclosed
the English Governoi, to adopt the words of Orme
the historian, ‘“ exerted himself with the calmness
of a philosopher and the courage of a centurion”
to meet the threatened attack Defences were
hastily thrown up at points where a landmg could
be effected Aungier himself working at the excava-
tions m order to stimulate the zeal of the mhabi-
tants Simultaneously the island Mihtia was re-
organised and tramed as far as the circumstances
allowed for the important réle allotted 1t of defend-
g the new outworks So effective were Aungier’s
dispositions that though Van Goens had on his
ships no fewer than 6,000 Europeans, 1,000 of whom
wele soldiers, he never attempted a serious land-
g Thus was averted the greatest danger that
ever threatened Bombay of passing under foreign
European donunation

Aungier, 1 spite of his splendid quahties, was
not able to satisfy the exacting requirements of
his masters He had committed the unpardon-
able sin of extravagance—as that term was re-
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garded at India House True, the money he
spent was used almost exclusively on fortifications
and equipment mdispensable m the then crcum-
stances of Bombay The sapient authorifies in
Leadenhall Street were oblivious to the exigency
of the situation and attmbuted the expenditure
to their Governor's soaning ambition In a long
carping despatch sent out they rated Aungler in
set terms for his supposed arrogance of tempera-
ment Nothing could have been wider of the
mark than thisattack and certainly nething more
unjust

When Aungier recerved the despatch there lay
upon him the shadow of mortal illness Long
residence in the tropics with the strain of an arduous
and responmble position had neazly done ther
work That s natural spimt was not abated,
however, 1s shown by the terms of his 1eply to the
ungenerous censure of his employers In language
which reflects the quiet contemplative temperament
of the man, he set forth a defence which was unan-
swerable Accepting their * prudent check with
all humble thankfulness, for wee know 1t1s designed
for our good as well as your owne,” he yet besought
them to accept his 1epresentations according to
their wonted candour

“There 18,” he said, ““a time and season for
all thmgs under the sunn  a time to plant, to build,
to fortafye, to defend m war, to show the solem-
mty of government, to give God thanks tor mercys
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received and for therr contiarys, and as there 1
a time soe there are proper means to be used accord-
mg to number, weight, measure and place, the due
application or musapphoation whereof are the
surest marks (if anything can be sure) to judge of
human actions by ”

‘“ Their President,” he went on to say, ** durmmg
his three and a half years’seivice m Bombay hath
by an unforeseen Providence heen exeicised 1n
most of those facultys, not drawne thereto by
fond humour, self-seeking, or exotic zeal, but by
the necessity and contingency of your affairs where-
m he hath observed the rule of time, measure and
place to the best of lus judgment , 1n the manage-
ment whereof he hath by God’s blessing much
improved your interest and served his Majestie,
the nation’s and your 1ight m the 1sland, dung
the wart, to the hazzaid of his hfe and fortunes
Nor can he accuse himself to have wronged you
n your estate o1 broke your oiders by vaine ex-
pense or used more grandure than his predecessors
on this side, or equalls on the other side of India
have done ”

It he had erred through lack of expemence 1t
was no wonder, *“ when 1t was considered that his
calling 18 a merchant, that he never professed
himself a soldier, lawyer, philosopher, statesman,
and much less a Governoy The times he acted
m were penllous, subject to frequent chargeable
overtures which nothing you nox he could see or
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prevent, and, therefore, he doth chearfully
expect your more candid aspect upon his labours
when you are pleased to take a due cognisance of
the whole affarr  That as 1t becomes your wis-
domes to think the worst of, and keep a jealous
eye over a servant whom few of you doe know, and
on actions which you did not expect, soe 1t will
not mishecome your name now written on his fore-
head to make lis case m gome respect your owne,
and consider how far ill grounded nformation or
misprison ought to prevail agamnst him, under
which notion he hopes that accusabions of gran-
dure will fall, when you have fully exammed his
manner of hife, for (however now oddly represented)
he trusts in God to appeare nee such mconsiderate
Sanca Panca as to play with that dangerous ser-
pent, vamty, at your charge, since he knows well
besides his accounts with God he must answer
conscientiously to you also for what moneys shall
be found so vainly expended ”

“To conclude,’ said the witer, *“ we doe n all
meekness entreat your Honours to entertamn a
more favourable construction of our services, that
wee may for once rejoice 1n your hemgmty and serve
God and you 1n our several stations with comfort-
able apprehension of your good eye towards us”’

Aungier lived for more than a year after penning
this pathetic and dignified defence of his policy
His contemporaries i announcmg his death,
which occurred on June 30, 1677, spoke feelingly
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of his sufferings during his long illness and of the
sorrow which s demise had caused to all whe
knew him “His wisdom, eminent perfections
and care of your affairs will better commend his
worth than wee can tell how to deseribe hum ™
observed the Council They spoke truly Aun-
gler'’s best memorial was his work, which as the
years went by demonstrated with ever accumu-
lating force the soundness of his policy This was
the only memo1ial he ever had After a perfune-
tory tubute of regret from the directors his name
faded into obhivion

Annesley arrived 1n India to find s occupation
gone The mint was there, and 1t was working
after a fashion but there was no call for additional
comage The problem indeed was how to get nid
of the money that was already minted There
was no scope for its circulation outside the 1sland,
and on the island itself the needs of the bazaar
were day by day undergoing greater restriction.
For a great terior was spreading over all India
at this time ™" Anarchical conditions hath soe
extreamly altered the couse and value of trade
as 1s hardly credible,” wrote the Bombay Council
despondently 1 o letier sent 4o the divectors m
the closmg days of 1678 The change from the
fair prospects which had earher offered by the
occupation of Bombay was brought about by the
rise of the redoubtable Sivaji, who was at the
summit of his remarkable career of conquest at



60 ANNESLEY OF SURAT AND HIS TIMES

the time that the young wuter armved m India
“ What wee lament 15 7 wrote Henry Oxenden, the
then Deputy-Governor of Bombay, to hus superiors
at home, *‘ that we cannot foresee any termination
of hus (Sivay’s) Government, for he still continues
victorious even to a muracle, waging war with the
potent Kmgs of Hindostan and Duccan (the
Deccan), aganst wiuch he hath hitherto proved
successful and wee are fearful will contmue soe ”

Oxenden knew of whom he was wniting, for tour
yea1s previously he had conducted a memorable
embassy to the renowned chieftamm m his rocky
fortress at Rajgurh,' and had there witnessed the
principal ceremonies, meluding the weighing of
Nivapr agamnst gold which had accompamed the
coronation of this astounding Eastein adventuier
The Company’s agents under Oxenden’s exper:-
enced directions were af this perniod mamtaming
good relations with the pruince but the Malatta
hosts were menacingly arrayed on the adjacent
mainland, and, what was more disquieting, Siva-

! Raigurh {or the Royal Fort ongnally called Rair, and
known to the early European traders as ‘‘ the (ibraltar of
the East ') Situated n she Mabad taluka of the Kolaha dis-
trict thirty-two muleg south-west of Poona It stands on the
Wegtern Ghauts and was regarded 1n the last century as
one of the greatest stronghcldsin India Was mvested
by a Butish force 1n Apnl, 1818, and surrendered after o
bombardment from the Inll spur called Kal-Kar lasting
fourtcen days A treasure of five lahhs of cons was dis-
covered amongst the runs of the fort — Gazetteer of Indsc
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1U's fleet was lurking about the coast ready to do
battle with the Mogul squadrons which were also 1n
the viemty There were some anxious days in
September, 1678, when the Mahrattas made an
attempt to burn the Mohammedan ships anchored
in the harbour The design was frustrated by
the determined attitude assumed by the Enghsh
authonty, but the danger of a collismion mvolving
the Company 1n the conflict which was devastating
India and shaking the Mogul Empire to 1ts founda-
tions was of too real a character to allow the Bom-
bay Government to entertain any ilusions as to
the delicate position in which 1t stood 1n relation
to the two combatants

As the days shipped by and the Mahratta power
revealed more and more 1ts formndable strength
as an engine of destiuctive warfare the anxiety
of the Enghsh commumty in Bombay deepened
A crmis was preaptated when, following upon
some prelimmary operations, the Mahrattas seized
Kenery, the laiger of the two small 1slands known
as Henery-Kenery, lying at the entrance of the
harbour and practically commanding it Oxen-
den adopted measures to stop the aggression,
claiming the island for the King of England, but
Sivaj’s commander took Dhttle notice of the pro-
test Then Oxenden sent out a small expedition
under Lieut Thorpe with disastrous results
This “1ash and inconsiderate officer,” m a fit of
pot valant ardour induced by over-indulgence
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arrack, mn defiance of orders given by the Bombay
Council landed with several of his men 1n the 1sland
The Mahrattas quekly took up the quarrel which
he appeared to be so eager to pick A group of
them attacked the httle party on the beach with
such determunation that they were not able to
offer more than a feeble defence In the sequel
Thorpe was slain with several of s followers and
the remainder of the force who had not disembarked
were taken prisoners

So flagrant an msult to the Englhsh power as
this treacherous attack was could not remamn
unavenged As soon as the news reached Bombay
the Council set to work to organise an expedition
for the purpose of teaching the Mahrattas the
lesson that they needed The only Company’s
ship available at the moment was the Revenge,
but she was a handy vessel, and her commander,
Minchin, was a stout old seaman who was to be
trusted 1 an emergency Associated with the
Revenge were two galleys and six other small
craft, the whole bemg manned by 200 Europeans,
two-thirds of the entire garmson, and commanded
by Captain Richard Keigwin, the Military Com-
mander of the settlement

At daybreak on the morning of October 28 the
httle English flotilla, while at anchor near Kenery
awaiting developments, was suddenly attacked
by the enemy There was barely time for the
vessels to get under weigh before Sivaj’s fornidable
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fleet of sixty craft, large and small, was assaitling
them with furious vigour At an early stage of
the conflict one of the Enghsh galleys was captured
by a boarding party, whereupon the other small
craft, which were mainly manned by lascars, took
to flight

The Revenge was now left to carry on alone, and
she did so 1n a manner worthy of her historic name-
sake With her guns she contrived to keep the
Mahrattas off for a time, but the number of her
assatlants was so great that wlile attention was
bemg given to one group of hostile vessels another
part of the Mahratta fleet was able to close 1 upon
the Revenge and board her Matters were now
decidedly ertical, but Keigwin and Minchin were
both old campaigners and were not slow to see
how the sivuation might be turned to their advan-
tage When the crowd of assailants on the deck
was at 1ts thickest they turned upon 1t a prece of
ordnance loaded to the muzzle with small shot—
grape  The efiect was deadly and 1t was decisive
In a buef space the entue Mahratta fleet was mn
retieat, desperately anxious to win the shelter of
the shallow water over by the maimnland before
the Recenge could desal with it It succeeded iz
evading the pumshment that 1t anticipated, bub
1t went back short of six ot 1ts finest galleys which
were sunk 1n the course of the fighting

Keigwin was anxious to follow up his victory
by an omslaught on Sivaji’s fleet at 1ts base, but
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the Bombay Council were too fearful of the Mah-
ratta chief’s resentment to embark upon any such
enterpnise  Indeed, they weie so much under the
spell of his simister power that they omutted to
take the effective course of using the Company’s
European shipping to oust the Mahrattas from
Kenery The golden opportumity passed Soon
1t became a question not whether the Mahrattas
would be driven from Kenery by the Enghsh but
whether the English would be ousted from Bombay
by the Mahrattas Followmg upon the defeat ot
the Mahratta fleet Siva)r had onece more massed
hig legions upon the mamland oppoestte to Bombay
with the appaient object of attempting a coup de
main upon the sland Ie kept the Bombay
authorities in a painful state of suspense for week-,
and they sent home imploring for mstructions as
to how they were to act in the future, * otherwise
all will be lost,” they observed despairngly
They also asked urgently for ““200 good Enghsh
souldiers and not, they added, “such pititul
wretches as (are)nowthere that dare not look an
enemy 1n the face ”

The news of the Mahratta occupation of Kenerv
came as & great shock to the durectors They stift
chershed the behef that they could mamntain their
position 1 India without paying the piice of do-
minion Their mvincible confidence in their policy
of peaceful penetration had been shaken, but they
clung tenaciously to the view that force was no
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remedy for the ills which beset their trade They
sent out ngtructions which showed the uncertamn
state of thewr mind  In one paragraph they blamed
the Bombay Council for not using the European
ships to drive the Mabrattas from the island—
“an ewror not to be redressed” In another
they remarked that “ peace and not war was the
element 1 which trade flounshes, and ’tis not the
mterest of a Company of merchants to launch
mmte those great charges which immediately attends
it, especlally when the operation 1s considerable
and the result hazaidons”

Fuither on 1n the same communication they
elaborated their views * Wee doe not intend,”
they wiote, ““ you should in any hostile manner
sé1ze upon o1 attempt to secuie the possession of
Hendhy-Kendiy, because we are (as we ever were)
averse to all kind of war in India, not only for that
we would not maintam our trade by blood and the
Lives of men, but 1t would be a very great impru-
dence for us at this distance (being merchants
and engaged in Commerce) to contend with those
great and mighty princes which might soon ob-
struct omn trade and ruine us, but we account
16 & better way to keep a fair correspondence with
all the princes where we traffick ™

“You may observe the Dutch” the directors
proceeded, * though they doe sometimes engage
i wai upon slands, yet they dare not medle with
those great princes upon the mamne land, and,

-
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besides, we doe not think the place worth contest-
mg for unto blood, especially lymg at that dis-
tance, but i you should be myuriously assanlted
at Bombay we would have you defend yourselves
as well as you can ”

Apparently the Court thought that *fair cor-
respondence ”’ was all that was needed to keep
the Company out of mischief They also seemed
to be of the opimion that because the occupled
1sland was some distance from Bombay 1t was of
small account Events soon showed that 1t was
28 easy to chain the hurucane as to stay the ag-
gression of the powerful neighbours of the Englsh
n Bombay with fair words As for the negh-
gihlity of Hendry-Kendry, or Henery-Kenery—
to give the islands therr modern designation—the
Indian authonties had reason for many years to
rue the supineness of English policy at this period,
until, 1n fact theislands, with the cession of Kenery,
came defimtely into British hands i 1840

Anticipating the wishes of theiwr superiors, the
Bombay Council early in 1680 patched up a peace
with Sivap, the effect of which was to leave um
m undisputed possession of Kenery Not long
afterwards (on April 5, 1680) the famous Mahratta
leader expived at lis rocky fortress of Rajgmh
from the eflects of excessive fatigue n a brilhant
campaign which he had just successfully concluded
Svap was a man of extraordinary gemus for the
quasi-guerilla warfare 1 which the Mahrattas
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excelled The terror of his name had penetrated
to every part of India where Mohammedan power
was enthroned At the Mogul Court especally
a lively diead was entertamed of this dashing lord
of many legions whose skilful tactics and wharl-
wind movements were the despair of the slow mov-
mg Impenal forces Aurungzebe hated him with
a bitter hatred, not merely as a foe who gravely
menaced his throne, but as a violator of all that
he held sacred—as the anti-Mohammed of a blas-
phemous creed of insult and contumely Yet even
the Emperor, narrow as weie his tenets and un-
generous as was lis natwal disposition, on hear-
mg of Sivajr’s death was constrammed to pay a
tribute to his memory The Mahiatta leader was,
he said, ““a great captain, and the only one who
has had the magnanimty to raise a new kingdom
whilst T have been endeavouring to destroy the
anclent sovereignties of India

Aurungzebe 1 the concluding sentence referred
to hus bitter and sustained campaign against the
Rajpoot princes whose territoires he had ravaged
for years previously with indecisive results The
quairel had amsen out of the Emperor’s bigoted
measares and more especally s unposition of a
poll tax upon all non.Mussulmans The brave
Rajpoot spuit had been stung to the quck by
this degrading measure Raja Jeswant Sing, the
noble-minded ruler of Jodhpoe, whose fidelity to
the Mogul power had previously been unwavering,
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1 words of lofty dignity reasoned with Aurung-
zebe on the cruelty and folly of his policy

He recalled that the Emperor’s predecessor,
AXkbar, “ whose throne 18 now 1n heaven,” made no
distinction between men, ““ whether they were
followers of Jesus, or of Moses or David, or Moham-
med, were they Brahmins, were they of the sect
of Dhartans which demies the etermity of matter,
or of that which ascribes the existence of the world
to chance, they all equally enjoyed his counten-
ance and favour” Jehangir and Shabh Jehan
were (he said) just as hiberal minded But duing
His Majesty's reign a change had come over things
“ Your subjects are trampled under foot and every
province of your Empire 1s unpoverished, de-
population spreads and disputes accumulate ”
How could the digmty of the sovereign be pre-
served who employed his power in exacting heavy
tribute from a people thus miserably reduced ?
“It,” proceeded the old warror, *° Your Majesty
places any faith in those books by d.stinction
called divine, you will there be instructed that
God 15 the God of all mankind, not the God of
Mohammedans alone  The Pagan and the Mussul-
man ate equal in His presence Distinctions of
colour are of His ordmmation It 15 He who gives
existence In your temples o His name the voice
18 raised 1n praver, in a house of 1mages where
a bell 18 shaken still Fle 13 the object of adoration
To vilify the religion or customs of other men 1s
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to set at naught the pleasme of the Almighty
When we deface a picture we natwally incur the
resentment of the pamter, and justly has the
poet said, ‘ Presume mnot to arraign or scrutimize
the vaiious works of power divine’ In fine, the
tribute you demand from the Hindoos 1s repugnant
to justice, 1t 1s equally foreign from good policy
as 1t must mmpoverish the country Moreover,
1t 15 an mnovation and an mfringement of the
laws of Hindoostan ”

This splendid lesson mn toleration was lost on
Auiungzebe, who was too bitter a sectarian to
appreciate the truth that rehgious disabilities are
the worst possible basis of government He went
his nariow way, stimulating by his fanaticism the
spirit of resistance amongst the Hindoo elements
of the population which was tending more and more
to undermine the foundations of his Empire

Sivaj’s death gave a keener edge to Aurung-
zebe’s desne to crush this upstart power which
was menacing his throne and mocking s faith
Collecting a mighty host, the Emperor, at a period
somewhat later than that at which our narrative
has 1eached. took the field and for the remainder
of ns re.gn was engaged 1w frautless endeavours
to suppress Ius elusive foe  Though his campaigns
belong to the general history of India, they had
such an immense effect upon the interests of the
English in Western India that they cannot alto-
gethel be 1gnored
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An 1mmediate development of the situation
created by the demise of the Mahratta leader was
the seizure by the Sidhi Sambole, the Mogul
Admiral, of Henery, the smaller of the twin islands
at the entrance of Bombay Harbour This new
complication almost drove the Bombay Council
to despair “ The present state of this country
15 under such unhappy and uncertaine distempers
that wee know not well what to wrnite your hon-
ours,” they gloomily remarked in their letter
home announcing the Mogul wrruption into the
harbour

What had depressed them more especially was
the actron of the Mogul Admiral, who, having gained
a victory over the Mahrattas, was so “ puffed up ”’
that he “now presumes to give laws m all that
Bay (solely your Honours™ royalty), requiring all
vessels from your island to take his passes or
otherwise will seize them  Besides, his men com-
ing 1 great numbers ashore are soe nsolent and
abusive that if 1t be not suddenly remedied some
dangerous consequences will ensue ” It was use-
less to complam to the Governor of Surat, “as he
15 50 exasperated at ourmaking peace with Sivajt
that he not only encourages but abets the Syddy
m these abuses” The Council warned the direc-
tors that 1f some effectual step was not taken to
remedy the situation the Company would lose the
1sland They reiterated the warning a little
later, stating as their settled opinion that 1f strong
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measures were not adopted “that most unhappy,
incomparable place will prove nothing but a con-
stant trouble and damage to you”

Anpesley all this time was learning the rudi-
ments of his duty as a young official He seems
to bave got to work after a fashion on the minf
machinery, but nerther he nor his fellow-officials
could manage 1t satisfactonly, and as, for the rea-
sons explaned, there was lhittle call for comn, the
attempt was soon laid aside Annesley was
given other duties of more pressmg moment in
the Accounts Department But business was so
disorganmised 1n Bombay that before many months
had elapsed he was transferred to the Surat Fac-
tory In the inteival he doubtless took a hand
i reorgamsing the Mihitia by utilismg the best
of the very unpiomising elements that were
avallable He had had no mlitary experience
whatever, but every European on the 1sland was a
potential combatant m the crisis that then existed,
and he had to take his share of duty with the
rest of the officials

The Bombay Mihtia had been estabhished n
the early years of the settlement by the thrfty
directors 1n the belief that their military expendi-
ture would be eased by the embodiment of promis-
ing c1vihans whose services could be commanded
without charge Much thought and care were
bestowed upon the orgamisation of the force
First there was drawn up a sertes of ““ Laws and
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Ordinances of Warr” for the mamtenance of
discaphme  These regulations give a vivid 1m-
pression of the military Iife of Bombay in these
early days The rules are arranged under two
headings—** Our duties to God” and *Our
duties to s Majesty ”

The character of the former 15 well mdicated
1n the opening clause —*“ Let noe man presume
to blaspheme the Holy Tmmty, God the Father,
God the Sonne, and God the Holy Ghost, nor the
knowne articles of the Christian faith, upon pame
of having his tongue boared with a redd hot iron
As to the duties to the sovereign, 1t was enacted
that ““ All and every officer that shall any trea-
sonable or reproachfull speeches use aganst his
Majesty’s sacred person or authority shall die with-
out mercy” On the stuctly nubtary side the
directors were equally careful to define the re-
sponsibilities ot therr servants

The model they had mn view was the trained bands
of the homeland The enrolled men weie to be
exercised 1 arms ““ one day every two months, o1
as often as you shall think may be convenient, but,”
proceeded the cautious wiiter, ‘“‘ you need not
always waste powder at such exercise, but teach
them to handle their arms, their facings, wheeh g
maiching and countermarching, the first ranks
to present, draw their tnggers together at the
beat of the drum, and fall into the rear for the
second rank to advance, as 1s often used with
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learners 1 our artillery ground ”  While economy
10 the use of powder was enjoned, 1t was admitted
that * sometimes the men must be used to firing,
lest in time of action they should start at the
noise or the recoil of thewr arms™ A Falstaffian
army of vaned racial elements grew up under the
mfluence of these quamt rules It was such poor
food for powder that not many years elapsed before
the Company discovered that, without some
stiffening, either of Europeans or of “ Rashpoots ™
(Rajpoots), 1t was not worth the money expended
upon 1f

Fiom the milita1y standpomnt the permanent
garrson of Bombay was only a degiee supenor to
the Mibtia The *‘pittaful wretches,” of whose
deficiencies the Bombay (ouncl wrote with such
poignant feeling, weie, as has been stated, deficient
in all the qualities of soldiers “ They cannot
be kept from debauchery,” wrote an official to the
dnectors abouf this time, ** though never so mck
to the destiuction of their bodies and souls”
“To persons labouring under the diseases of the
countiy,” he proceeded, “‘ strong drink and flesh
18 mortall , which to make an English soldierleave
off 1s almost as difficult as to make him divest lus
pature, nay, though present death be laxd before
him, as the 1ewaid of the ill gratifying his palate ”

Discrpline was mamtained by brutal methods
in harmony with the callous spint of the times

A short time after Annesley arrived i India a
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soldier named Tatham was arramged bv court
martial for assisting 4t the escape of 4 condenmned
woman over whom he had been placed rentinel
The man’s feelngs were apparently worked upon
by the woman’s friends, and m any event the
afiin was clealy only o youthful ercapade Yer
the unfortunate fellow was condemned to death
On a review of the case the Surat Councal “re-
dnced the sentence to one of runming the gauntlet
fur three times through the two garmson com-
pantes he afterwards to be kept in prison pending
his despatch to England” Tatham appealed
agamnst the revised sentence, and in cons.deration
of his youth (he ‘““not hemng above 1% vears of
age’) 1t was ordered that he should run the
gauntlet only once  As in “ Ronning the gaunt-
let ” the culpmt had to pass practically naked
through hines of soldiers armed with knotted ropes
which they were compelled under the s.glant
eyes of their officers to use upon his firing form
with all the vigour that they could exercize the
unfortunate boy, for he was no more must have
sufiered termbly The conditions bemmg what
they were 1t 13 no matter for surprise that the
Company’s military service was maimntawned with
the utmost difficulty owmg to the continuous
depletion of the ranks by death and desertion



CHAPTER III
Keigwin’s Rebellion in Bombay

Bombay officals—Henry Gary, the Chief Justice—John
Franas, the Mimster—Sir John Child, the Governor
-—Chuld s unpopularity—Hiy excessive economy causes
mibtary disaffection—Captain Richard Keigwin heads
a revolt—He seizes the fort and proclaims an independent
Government-—The ““ Litle false Scot,” Thorborne the
moving spirtt 1n the rising—Keigwin maintamns his posi
tion for mne months, holding Bombay * for the Kmg 7'—
Royal expedition deapatched under the command of Sir
Thomas Grantham to recover the 1sland—EKeigwin sur-
renders to Grantham—The chief conspirators escape
pumshment—Keigwin’s action reviewed—Gary’s muis-
stion to Sambhaj1, Srvap’s son—Terms of the treaty con-
cluded by Gary— Capture of Sambhajy by Mogul troops—
Ths execution

HE Bombay community amongst whom An-
nesley’s lot was cast durnng the earliest

years of his exile fathfully reflected the crude
conditions under which the Fast India Company’s
first essays 1n government were conducted The
superior social element made up of factors, writers,
and a handful of military men, did not probably
number more than twenty, of whom less than a

75
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half-dozen were ladies The exiles lived together
m the narow confines of the fort, whose ramparts
provided the favounte promenade after the labours
of the day A pleasant garden attached fo the
Governor’s quarters had 1ts portals open for the
privileged , but the cultivation of the quieter
joys of Life was not amongst the tastes of the
Enghshmen who were Annesley’s associates A
tavern, or what passed for such, was one of the
mstitutions of the place, and here they were usually
to be found dunking, 1t 18 to be feared, a good deal
more than was good for them We do not know
whether Annesley fell a vietim to the commion
hahit But we may with fan certamnty say that
he did not  No suggestion of excess 1s to be traced
in any of the references to him, and the practical
mmumty he enjoyed from the diseases of the
country which were so fatal to lus fellows 18 of
itself a conclusive proof of lus general abstemious-
ness

High office m Bombay at this juncture was
assoclated with some singular chazacters Just
previous to Annesley’s mmtroduction to Indian
Lfe the local C'ouncil had come to the conclusion
that a Chief Justice was desirable as a figurebead for
their judicial admimstration  They selected for
the office a certain Henry Gary, an old Irish soldier,
who had seen a good many years’ service with the
Company 1 varous parts of the East and acted
as Deputy-Governor of Bombay in the earliest
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years Endowmg him with the modest salary of
£90 2 year and investing him with a gown, the
cost of which the Company defrayed, the Council
started lim on his duty of meting out justice to
the population of the island  Gary must have
appeared a quaint figure on the bench  According
to his contemporaites he indulged deep m pota~
tions, and we may picture hum with wig awry and
face inflamed with the overmght’s debauch lay-
g down the law in the rude language of the mli-
tary camp to evil-doers brought before him

Some amazing tales were told m after yeais of
his vagaries  But what brought about his down-
fall was not hs incompetence, but a report that
he was a Papist The directors’ Puritameal pre-
judices took fire at this indictment of the Chief
Justice’s soundness 1n religion, as they 1eparded
15, and sent out orders for his supersession In
vamn (Ga1y pleaded that he was a member of the
Established C‘huich and attended regularly the
ministiations of the chaplam  The Company
wele Lent on a change, and they appomnted a
traimned lawyer named St John to actas the head of
thei judiciary  Gary, fallen from high office, took
his 1evenge by joimng the ranks of a disaffected
faction which was soon to make history to some
purpose m Bombay

A figure of a totally different type 1n the Enghsh
Life of the settlement at this time was John Fiancs,
the Chaplain o1 Minwster as he was officiadly de-
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scribed Francis was a man of unaffected piety
and devoted to his charge He had served under
Aungier and bhad nobly remnforced that eminent
man’s efforts to cleanse the hife of Bombay from
the abominations which defaced 1t m 1ts earliest
years One of Aungier’s cherished ambitions was
the erection of a church worthy of the settlement
He did not hive to see his hopes realised, but mn
his will he left Rs 5,000 for the completion of the
gtructure which had been commenced under hs
directions Francis continued the woik as a
sacred duty By dint of perseveiance he collected
a good sum m additional subscriptions to the
church fund, and if Aungler’s legacy had been
avallable he might have crowned his labours m
the East by opemng the first English church
erected in Western India But the money was
never forthcommg for some unexplamed reason
1t was atterwards stated that the legacy was appro-
priated by ®ir John Child, who filled the chief
office for several years

This, however, 15 probably a calumny of Child's
numerous enemies The truth would seem to be
that the executors n England did not consider
1t necessary to carry out thus provision of the will,
and that the directors would not go to the expense
of compelling them to execute 1t Francis, de-
prived of the substantial assistance of Aungler’s
legacy and desparng of completing his seli-
mposed task in the face of the growing anarchy
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caused 1 the settlement by mternal feuds and ex-
ternal dangeis, 1etized to England a broken and
disappointed man It was left to a successor to
the chaplaincy neaily half a century later to carry
through the long-deterred work which gave to
Bombay the large and somewhat ugly bwlding
dedicated to St Thomas, which 15 the cathedral
church ol the diocese

Sir John Child to whom passing allusion has
been made, 1 1680 succeeded Oxenden as Deputy-
(overnor of Bombay, and later became head of
the Company’s estabhshments m Western Tndia
ile was a zealous official who had been marked
out for promotion by his shrewd management of
the Company’s affans m vaiious responsible posi-
tions But he was 1ll fitted either by nagure or
tiamning to deal with a cusis such as that which
had been precipitated by the soaring ambitrons
of Sivayn  As a contemporary said of hm  “ He
was a (Feneral, but no soldier, and better skilled
at his pen than s sword, and more expert m
casting an. account than m martiallng (se¢) and
conducting an army

The musfortune of 1t was that he did not know
s lonobations  He was not content with flowtmg
the opimons of the mulitaiy he treated Keigwin
and hrs biother officers with studied harshness,
ruthlessly cutting down their exiguons allowances
and depriving some of them of offices which
they had long held In adopting these measures
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he no doubt was carrying out the Company’s
policy of economy expressed 1n the phrase ““ Trade,
not Grandure,” but he was on the spot and the
directors were many thousands of mley away and
he ought to have realised how impossible 15 was
in the then circumstances of Bombay to reduce
an establishment already pertlously small as events
had shown. for mammtaining the English position
agamnst the hungry Mahratta hordes which at
the time were at the very gates of the settle-
ment

Child however, was docile to the point of ser-
vility and accepted with alacnity the 16le of finan-
cial reformer His free exercise of the piuning
kmife awakened very quickly a feelmg of sullen
resentment amongst the victums, who wele mostly
of the mihtary class They saw, or affected to
see 1n the economies a deliberate betraval of their
country They had long distrusted the “unctu-
ous rectitude” which put a heavy premium on
thewr vices and even mterfered with thewr innocent
pleasures, and they were now convinced that the
untunely retrenchments were part of a dark scheme
of the canting Puutans and Exclusionsts of
Leadenhall Btreet to sacnifice the 1sland of Bombav
which had been handed to them mn trust by thewr
Royal master DMoved by these feelings, they
conspired to thiow off the hated yoke of Child
and his servile Councll How completely they
succeeded 1n carrying out their designs 1s told
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one of the most astounding chapters of the early
history of the English 1n Incia

The head of the rebel movement was Captamn
Richard Keigwin, the hero of the gallant repulse
of Siva’s fleet Keigwin was an old soldier of
the Parhamentary wais, in whick he served with
distinction on the Royalist side under Prince
Rupert When the civil contest was over he emi-
grated to St Helena as a planter, but his restless
nature soon drove hun further afield, and about
the time of Aungier’s death he landed in Bombay
Congenral employment was soon found for him
there with fhe mmlitary force, the command of
which was ultimately given him  TLike most ad-
venturers of his class, he had a fine contempt for
civiian authority  The teeling was returned with
mterest by the governing clique, who with the
power of the puise in their hands were able to
retaliate with effect Keigwin more and more
fell under the offictal ban as he showed his inde-
pendence of constituted authonty by openly
consorting with those who were in the Company’s
black books

It was the period when interloping—as the
poaching on the Company’s preserves by inde-
pendent traders was known—was becoming a
serious problem for the directors The “ pirate”
Pitt of the Kastern Coast had his counterparts
in Western India in Thomas Petit and George

Bowcher, two dismissed officials of the Company
F
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With these all too notorious mdividuals Keigwin
had friendly relations, and to therr illicit conncils
was called Gary and other men of 2 similar stamp
who had grevances agamst the Company Thus
1t happened that a very powerful confederacy wes
formed with a eapacity for nuschref which was
abundantly demorstrated when the storm actu-
ally burst

Keigwin’s masterly leadership was shown m
the methodical manner i which he laid his plans
for the meditated coup Avarling himself of an
opportuntty afforded by the absence of Child and
several of the members of the Counal at Swmat
on December 27, 1683, he led an armed body mto
the fort, and havirg overpowered the gnaid and
made prisoners of the Deputy-Governor and other
officials, caused a new Government to be created
with himself as its head Simultaneously a party
of soldiers detailed for the purpose seized the Com-
pany’s ship Return, then at anchor 1n the haibour
and took possession of specie to the amount of
Ras 20,000 which was on board of her

On the following day, with much military pomp,
the new Government was publicly pioclaimed m
the square m the jort The ceremony concluded
with the firing of three yolleys “1n token of joy ”
and with an answering salute from the great
guns of the fort Thereafter the loyal officials
were packed off to Surat on aship which had been
prepared for the purpose *Thus,” wrote John
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Church, the Mmister, who was a spectator of the
proceedings, “‘ were the Honowable Company m
two or three days deprived of all theu concerns
in Bombay by the interest of two or three dis-
contented and factious persons, the most active
of which was that little false Scot, Thorborne ”
The “Iittle false Scot ™ of the Minister’s descrip-
tion was Ensign Thorborn, a sometime tailor who
had been elevated to military ank by Child be-
cause he appealed to have a soul above the bench
His ‘ mgatitude ” was afterwards a subject of
eloquent commentary in the official despatches
Rightly or wiongly he was regarded as the mov-
mg spirit m the rebellion, and it 1s qute possible
that he was actually the chief agent in the pre-
hnunary work of subormuag the gairison

As the 1evolution was bloodless 1n 1ts mception,
so it continued to the end Kot mme months
Keigwin was m undisputed possession of the
Government In vain Child alternately threatened
and wheedled Xeigwin absolutely dechined to re-
cogmse his authonty He adhered to the position
that he had taken up from the first, that Child’s
“imegular Goveinment continued m malice,
availce, opplession, extornion and other intoler-
able insolencies 7 without regard to His Majesty’s
honour or his subjects’ welfate, had compelled the
conspirators “ to flee from their malicious cruelty
and uncontrollable insolence to our most gracious
Soverelgn’s honour, mercy and clemency,” and
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that 1 acting as they had done they had saved
the 1sland, menaced as 1t was by a potent enemy
who with a victonous army had been 1avaging the
adjacent Portuguese territory during the previous
eight months

To all applications for the surrender of the
island Keigwmn advanced the view that he held
1t for the King, and declared that he would not
hand over i1ts Government excepting to one wlo
was delegated by the Crown to receive 1t In
keeping with this theory Keigwin addiessed peti-
tions to the King and to the Duke of Yoik set-
ting forth the circumstances under which the
Government had been subverted and denouncing
the pusillammous conduct of *““the Meichant
Governors of the Company that never see an enemy
nor know anything of war, nor will take advice
of them that do ™

When these documents reached their destina-
tion with the accounts of the rebellion which Child
promptly forwarded, the Court of Directors -
mediately took steps to vindicate then outraged
sovereignty They had no difficulty in securing
the 1ssue of & Royal proclamation ordeing the
rebels to surrender the island within twenty-four
hours on pamn of being dealt with “as rebels and
traifors to the utmost dement of then guwlt”
An expedition, consisting of six of the Company’s
vessels and a Royal man-of-war, HM S Phen,
was fithed out and promptly despatched under
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the command of 81 Thomas Giantham to enforce
the terms ot the Royal deciee

When Girantham reached Bombay early
November he found Keigwin and his prmcipal
officers ready to smrender conditionally on their
recerving a free pardon But the general body
of soldiers at the cmifical moment declared against
a settlement, asserting that 1f Keigwin would not
consent to remamn their Governor they would
appoint some one else 1n his place One of their
number went so far as to aim his pistol at Gran-
tham and wounld have taken lis hie had not an
officer standing near caught the man’s aam and
disarmed him  Grantham, seeimng how matters
stood, discieetly 1etired to his ship, where he
remained until Keigwin had had time to convince
his men ot the folly of turther 1esistance

At length, on the 19th November the rebels made
their {ull submission Girantham took care that
the resumption of the Company's Government
should be brought home propeily to the mhabi-
tants  Attended by asubstantial guard and with
trumpeters soundmg a tuumphal flourish he
walked through the Fort to the Court House,
wheie he addressed a gathering which included
many of the leading inhabitants, putting them 1n
poesession of the prmepal pomnts of the Royal
Proclamation The day’s proceedings were closed
characterstically with a dinner provided at the
Marshal's house at Giantham’s expense At
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this, Grantham told his superiors in a letter home
he “began with His Majesty’s health with 21
guns from the Fort, the Queen’s with 19 the
Duke of York’s with 17, Prince George’s with 15
and the Honourable Company’s with 15, they
being all satisfied and m peace, which (he piously
adds) God grant may continue” So the whole
busmess ended in smoke—an appropnate end to
an amazing episode

Kewwin and three of his fellow-conspnators
Thorborn, Alderton and Fletcher, were exempted
by the terms of the Royal Proclamation fiom
pardon But the arrangement they entered into
with Grantham protected them from subsequent
punishment Their escape was gall and worm-
wood to Child Wmnting home at the beginning
of January, 1685, he relates how * Keigwin that
notorious naughty rascall 1s on boerd of the Charles
the Second (Grantham’s ship) as mmpudent as hell,
glooying m his rogery”” “ We cannot see Dbut
he will get out of our hands,” he proceeded, “ but
indeed 1ts ten thousand pittys he should escape
the halter being the very first rascall without
whom that revolt on Bombay would not have
been ” Escape the halter, however, he did, for
he Lived to do gallant service tor his country and
to die 1 the assault on Basterre m the 1sland of
S5t Chnstopher

Judged by strict rules of conduct, Keigwin’s
actlon was reprehensible He ate the Company’s
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salt and then used the position he owed to s
employers to undermine their authomty Allow-
ance, however, must be made for the times 1n which
he lived and the peculiar conditions of Tndia at
the period of the rebellon Revolt agamst con-
stituted authorty when that authority mmsused
1ts powers was the common creed of many View-
ing as he honestly did the neglect of the fortihica-
tions of Bombay 1n the presence of the threat of
a Mahratta uruption as an act of criminal folly,
1t was for him an easy step to lus position that
the ties of his alleg.ance to the Company had been
severed

And who will deny that lus hine of thought and
action was so very wrong aiter all ? Bombay was
really a Royal demesne held w trust by the Com-
pany  As aloyal subject of the King, Keigwin was
guite within his right~ 1 protecting 1% from ahena-
tion to a foreign power even at the cost of a Tup-
ture with the civilan representatives of the trust
authority However that may be, he deserves to
be held 1n good remembrance by his countrymen
of to-day. for 1t 1s probable that but for the stimu-
lative influence of the rebellion on the sluggish
imagmations of the authorities at home Bombay
would ultimately have been lost, with the conse-
quence that the estabhshment of Bntish power
in Western India might have been delayed for a
century

On the re-establishment of the Company’s
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authonty at Bombay life fo1 a time diopped into
its old grooves It was a fortunate cincumstance
for the Council that the Mahratta power at this
pemiod became less forrmdable Sivap’s son and
successor, Sambba), lacked most of lis sire’s
military qualities Moreover, his good offices
or at least his benevolent neutrahty, had been
secured by an astute move made by Keigwin mn
s self-constituted office as the chief Englsh
representative  Realising the importance of secui-
g Bombay agamst Mahratta attack, Keigwin
had despatched Gary to S8ambhay’s camp to secuie
the ratification of the treaty—previously ieferred
to—which had been prowvistonally arranged with
Sival  Gary, whose military qualities and genial
personality commended him to the Mahiattas
proved a successful envoy He took back with
him to Bombay a treaty duly signed by Sambhaj
which conferred valuable privileges Under its
terms the English, besides secunng the night te
establish new factouies at Cuddalore and Thevena-
patam, were granted exemption from duties m
the Carnatic, and obtamned, in addition, compen-
sation to the extent of 12,000 pagodas for losses
sustained at places which the Mahiattas had plun-
dered

By this shrewd diplomatic stroke Sambhaj

! Pagoda A gold coin minted at Madrag of the value of about

8: and so called from the fact of 1te having the representation
of a temple on 1ts face
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had been converted fiom a potential enemy to a
firm friend, but the value of his friendshup was
heavily discounted by the mstability ot hus char-
acter

A debauchee of a pronounced type, he puisued
his vices far more ardently than he devoted him-
gelf to the aggrandizement of his power THis
moral weaknesses ultimately led to his undomg
Towards the close ot 1688, when prosecuting one
of his mnumerable wtigues, he was ambuscaded
by a party of Mogul troops, and taken pisoner
In his last days he 1edeemed by s sturdy mde-
pendence the character ol his 1ace and the honour
of his house Brought before Awungzebe to
answer for the cume of wainng against the Mogul
power, he bore himself with undaunted mien
The Imperal despot, probably to fiy lus mettle,
offered him his hite and libeity 1t he would tun
Mohammedan Sambhap's teply was o flood of
mvective aganst the Piophet and a laudation of
his own gods

Enraged at the msult to his 1eligion, the Emperor
ordered the captive to be attued in the fantastic
garb of an Indian devotee and taken through the
camp to be made the sport of the soldiery  When
the Prince had thus been made to drnk to the
dregs the cup of humibation, he was brought once
more to the Impenal headquarters, where hig
tongue was cut out as a penalty for his blasphemy
of Mobammed Once more he was offered his hfe
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if he would be converted Undaunted still, he
wrote °° Mot if you would give me your danghter
in marniage ”  Upon this his execution was ordered
and Orme, the historian, says, the sentence was
performed *“ by cutting out s heart, after which
hig bimbs and body were separated and all together
were thrown to the dogs” Aurungzebe thus nd
himself of a dangerous foe but the Mahratta power
survived to defeat the great purpose of his hife
and to bring about the utter dismtegration of
the authority of hs dynasty
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The East India Company makes War
on the Mosgui

A crtical period for the Company—=Sir Jostah Child, the
President of the Board of Directors declares for a strong
policy m India—Bombay “the Key of India "—Sic
John Child ordered $o abandon Surat for Bombay—He
18 appomted to the supreme control of the Company s
affairs 1n India—MWogul jealousy of Bombay-—Declara-
tion of War agamst the Mogul—=8ir John Child proceeds
to Surat to secure redress of grievances

N all the long history of the East India Company
there were for 1t no more critical years than
those of the last two decades of the seventeenth
century It maintamned mn that penod a con-
timuous struggle for existence, fighting agamst a
host of enemies not the least formidable of whom
were those of 1ts own household There were
occasions when 1t seemed that 1ts misfortunes must
overwhelm 1t but by its innate power 1t mamtained
ity position and eventually continued its career
with renewed vigour If the Company’s troubles,
as at Bombay, were to a considerable extent brought

by the directors upon their own heads by thewr
91
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unmspired and sordid policy, 1t must be conceded
to them that they showed moie than the common
national capacty for “ muddling through ’

They owed this, there can be little doubt, to
their Chairman, Sir Josiah Child,! 2 man of excep-
tional force of character who was a dommating
personahity at India House dunng the greater pait
of this pertod of ensis  Child’s fiery disposition
acted as a driving force ahke to timud colleagues
and sluggish servants Sometimes s eneigy was
misdirected , frequently his judgments weie un-
sound and his opimrons coloured by a strong pre-
judice  But despite all his himitations he was an
mvaluable head of the organisation, and it was
probably largely to his influence that 1t was pre-
served from extinction in these desperate yeats

For a period 1n the earher years of his direction
Sir Josiah Child, 1n common with his colleagues
at India House, inchined to the helief that trade
with India might be conducted on strictly econo-
mical and exclugively commeraal ines  All thewr
plans were fiamed to this end, and when, as nevit-
ably happened, their servants got into difficul-
ties with the native authonties they could not
understand how 1t was they were not able to ex-
tricate themselves by diplomacy Time at this
cnsis of Indian history, however, was an excep-
tionally good educator, and many years had not
elapsed eie the directors had been biought to a

1 8ir Josiah Child was not related to Sir John Child
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different frame of mind by the course of events in
which aftacks on the Company’s servants by corrupt
officials recurred with monotonous persistency.
Their conversion was due 1n the mamn to the out-
rages perpetrated on the Company’s servants in
Bengal—occurrences which led to the histone
sertes of 1ncidents which terminated in the found-
g of Calcutta But the Bombay rising brought
things mto a clearer perspective and induced the
directors to see that only with established positions
of their own could they hope to conduct a profit-
able trade m India

Child, 1t 1s fauly safe to conclude, was the lead-
mg spirit 1n effecting the change of pohey His
volce rings unmustakably through the declarations
m the despatches in which the Company’s officers:
in India are mstructed as to the attitude they are
to assume in the new circumstances As he had
before been dogmatically provincial m s views,
so he now becomes robustly Imperialist The old
heresy which confined the Company strictly to
the humble mercantile réle 1s thrust aside and 1n
its place we have quite an extraordinary sketch
of belligerent activity as the fithng and even
indigpensable mamfestation of a body situated as
the East India Company was with a valuable
estate to protect irom internal aggression and
external rivalry

Sir Jomiah Child made Bombay the theme of
nearly all s more spinited discourses The cold
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fit of neglect which Aungler had suffered under
had passed and given place to an almost ebullient
belief 1n the island’s future * Welook upon that
place,” Child saxd *‘ as the Key of India, not doubt-
g (with God s blessing),1f we can preserve that
and Madras, to vindicate the honour of this nation
against any enemy we have or can have m India,
European or Native” A little later with some
confusion of metaphor he spoke of the sland us
“a jewel that we will always endeavour to make
as strong and secure as money and ait can pro
vide ”

These expressions of opmon were assoctated
with orders directing Sir John Child to quit Swat
and make Bombay the headquarters of his Govern-
ment 1n order that he might be fiee from the intoler-
able restiamnts and mdigmties to which the Com-
pany’s servants were subjected at the formen
place , * for,’ said the despateh, ** We are positively
resolved never to be enslaved by the Moor’s Govern-
ment hereafter” The orders were repeated with
Incleasing 1nsistency with every communication
that went out until we reach the pomt when the
Bombay Council weie told that the directois did
“stnctly, permanently and peremptonly resolve”
that all their English servants should constantly
reside 1n Bombay as they were determined to
keep the place always as the seat of thewr power
and the centre of then trade i India

Assoclated with these orders were directions for



WAR ON THE MOGUL U5

the mamtenance of a firm front towards outside
poweis “If any nation fall upon you,” the
directors under Child's inspnation wiote, * we
would have you take the first and best opportunity
you can to 1ght us and yourselves without expect-
mg fuither ordeis from England, for (God be
praised) we are now in such a posture mn India
that we need not to sneak or put up {(with) palpable
injuiles from any mnation whatsoever in India,
and with God’s assistance we hope alwaies to keep
ourselves m such a formdable posture of defence ™
At the same time the Company would have their
servants do no manner of violence to any one
m amity with them *° We would not wrong a
worm  Just and Stout 15 our policy,” continued
the despatch i a burst of self-adulation No
doubt “‘the Moor's Comrt at Surat” would try
to induce them to 1eturn, but, the writer added,
“ they would not (even if the customs were iree)
be drawn into that fool s paradise agmin™ Child,
for the despatch was certanly of hus composition,
gave dnections for the establishment of a Post
Office and an Assmance Office and was most em-
phatic 1n the reateration of earher orders for the
setting up of an efficient mint

An amusing warnng against bemng too friendly to
strangers—eailier types of the genus globe-trotter—
rounded off an interesting essay on the arts of
Government * You must be cautious,” remarked
the sturdy old President, * how you frust too far
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those kind of wandering men who have, most ot
them, worms n their heads and some of them
mahce mn thewr hearts agamst us, though as the
proverb 1s Curst cows have usually short hoins
and we have no reason to make them longer’
Mr Padgett, M P, 13 clearly not a product ot ou
own age

In October, 1686, Su John Child was appownted
“ General and Director in Chief ™ of all the Com-
pany’s factories in India to carry out the new
policy The directors continued to place therr
farth 1n him, notwithstanding the revolt in Bombay
which was largely due to his weak and mcompetent
admmistration  They overlooked his defiLiencies—
they were probably not conscious of them because
they were to a considerable extent a taithtul
reflection of their own mercantile narrowpess or
outlook His gross neglect 1n the matter ot the
Bombay fortifications was actually condoned as o
proof of his zeal for the Company's interests—
the “ poor gentleman™ hemng “loath to put u
to expense hecause he knew we laboured theo
under many difficulties” This was an honest
recognition of the duectors’ share of 1esponsibilits
tor the patent blunder that had been committed
and as such 1t does them eredit But their blind-
ness to Child’s incapacity as a chief adnunistratul
m s situation which called for the exercise of 1esulu-
tion combined with tactful diplomacy was an errcr
for which they had to pay dearly
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The scene now shifts from Bombay to Surat.
The position theie fo1 some time previously had
been a difficult one owing to the growing jealousy
of the Mogul authority of the Company’s settle-
ment at Bombay The Mogul officials intensely
disliked the 1dea that the English should have on
the Coast a port of thewr own They feared that
they mnght lose the pigeon that they had so long
been accustomed to pluck as 1t suited them , they
were still more apprehenstve lest a centre of 1n-
fluehce should be created which would become
mmcal to their power, alieady severely shaken by
Mahratta mroads Their natural suspicions were
worked upon by the Surat traders, who judged cor-
rectly that any severance of the ties which bound
the English to their old sphere of action would
militate agamnst thewr vested interests, smce the
trade which previously had been done through
them would flow through other channels In
Aungier’s time 1t seemed hkely that many of the
more 1mportant native fums would migrate from
Surat to Bombay The directors, n fact, quite
expected that they would do so—" as crows resort
to carnon ” But the decay of the settlement after
the emuinent Governor’s death caused a revulsion '
of feeling amongst the class and they preferred to
bear the 1lls of Surat rather than to face those they
lmew not of at Bombay

While this was the situation so far as it was

affected by purely local interests there had ansen
G
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a cngs 1n the general relations of the English
with the Mogul which involved mn 1ts influence
every English commumty m India In further-
ance of their new policy the directors in 1686 ob-
tained from the Crown authonity to make open way
on the Mogul An expedition was sent out to
Bengal to retaliate for mjuiies done there to the
Company’s agents, and, as we have seen, oidess
were 1ssued to Bombay to concentrate the Com-
pany’'s power there Such action had 1its mevit-
able consequences 1n aggravating the aleady
straned relations between the native Government
at Surat and the Enghsh  After a seiles of -
dents, in which the Mogul officials behaved with
characteristic high-handedness, matters came to
a head i October, 1688, when Sir John (‘hild
drew up a list of grievances and proceeded to Surat
with a substantial marme force to secure then
removal Before the story of his intervention
and its sequel 18 nairated, it will be desirable for
the better comprehension of the events that
occurred to give some account of Surat and of its
relationshnp to the struggle then proceeding m
India between the Enghsh and the over-iuling
Mohammedan authonty



CHAPTER V
Surat and the English Factory

Description of Surat—Commercal importance of the City
—The English Factory—The Premdent an autocrat-—
Great offimal state mamtamed at the Factory—Swally
Marme—The 3Mogul Governor—The Vaceaneuvis and
the Harceora—The Harcoora an official reporter—Quaint
specimen of a Harcoora s lctters—The Harcoora's black-
mailing propensties—The population of Surat—The
Memon Borahs—Abdul Guffore or Jafar, the head of
the community—The Bamans—Ther curious tenets—
The Parrakh fimaly the head of the Panian commumty—
Described as * Errant Knaves —Their knavery cur-
ously mterwoven with the Dife history of Annesley—
Progress of Annesky i othaal ife—A dubrous transae-
tion—-Petit and Bowcher the * Waughty mterlopers ”
—English Piesident iniokes the Governor’s aid to sup-
press them—-Present to the Governor—Annesley ap-
pomnted Second Member of Uounwl—IHis domestic life—
English trade i India in the seventeenth century

UCH of the eaily history of the Enghsh 1n

India 18 conceined with Surat As the

casual tourwst <ees the place to-day, a quet Mo-
fuss:l town shimmeling m the glare of a tropical
sun, he has presented to him tew marks ol that

mtimate association with the rce of British power
(1)
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in the East which 18 part of its past Down by
the watermde overlooking the muddy estuary of
the Tapt: 1s a house of a ripe age which once
formed part of the English factory Away out of
the town 1s an old graveyard in which under pre-
tentious tombs lie the half-forgotten worthies
who made listory of a sort in the remote seven-
teenth-century days in which most of them lived
But these are about the only tangible evidences he
will discover of the Company period

The tide of commerce has long since swept into
other channels, and the descendants of the former
merchants who were humble supphants for Mogul
goodwill are now on an ampler and grander stage
carrying forward their country’s destmies Yet
Surat 18 a name which must ever be indissolubly
hnked 1n memory with the establishment of the
British Indian Empire 1t was here that the
ploneer representatives of English trade m the
East established thewr first foothold on Indian
soil, 1t was from hence that Sir Thomas Roe,
James I's shrewd Ambassador, started on his
famous mission to Jebangir’s Court at Agra . and
1t was to Surat that he retuined two years later
disappomted and disillusioned man Most 1m-
portant of all viewed from the vantage ground of
history, 1t was at Surat that the early trade was
created which was the real groundwork of the
magnificent edifice of British power existing to-
day mn India
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Surat was already famous as a commerical
centre when the East India Company’s fist re-
presentatives 1eached it m 1608 Through its
gates passed a great tiade conducted with every
part of the East Thousands of plgims annually
sailed from the port to the holy places 1 Arabia,
bringing wealth to 1ts «tizens and providing a
constant 1mcome for the support of the native
shipping  As an 1mportant sphere of Mogul
Government the city, too, drew to 1t elements of
wealth The route bhetween the port and Agra,
the then capital, was filled with a constant stream
of traffic indicative of the importance of the lme
of communication which had 1ts outlet on the
western coast The streets of the city itself
hummed with the hife of 2 busy commeraal centre

As the years went by and the European nations
brought their substantial contributions to the poit’s
commerce, Surat mcreased m importance Many
splendid mansions spiung up m which Eastern
luxury found 1ts expression 1n marble seraghos,
beautiful scented gardens and plashing fountains,
and a general exubeiance of costly adornment
The vatious factoires, Enghsh, Dutch and French,
which had grown irom humble beginnmgs mto
important institutions, now added to the outward
signs of opulence and grandeur Each studiously
cultivated the a1t of display and vied with the
other 1n the magmficence of equipment m pubhe
appearances o the city progressed until at the
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period of our narrative 1t had a population of
200,000 inhabitants of many races and creeds and
brought to the Imperal funds a handsome annual
revenue

The Enghsh factory was as little like the indus.
trial bulding that we know by the same name to-
day as 1t 18 possible to concerive Tt was not a
single structure but a congeries of buildings nre-
gularly placed with go-downs or warehouses 1n one
part and the apartments of the Companv’s factors
and writers in another  In addition to what mav
be described as the personal quarters, were several
bandsome and rovmy chambers, mecluding an
oratory The entire factory was enclosed by a
wall and admission to 1t fiom outside was through
massive gates at which a guard was constantly
posted A strict 1outine was enforced alike in
business and 1n the conduct of the ordinary private
relations of hfe  In the morning between ten and
twelve the principal work of the dav was done
At midday a suobstantial dinner was served m
the Common Hall where all sat 1 strict order of
senwority  The viands were prepared by shilled
cooks, English and Portuguese, and oceasionally
French They were washed down by hibations ot
Shiraz wine, which the Company provided at some
cost because 1t believed that a little wine was good
to ward off the lls of a tropical climate Unhap
ply, to the Persian vintage was often added the
potent wine of the counfry mn the shape ot arrack,



SURAT AND THE ENGLISH FACTORY 103

or, a8 1t was termed, ‘rack—a spirit usuvally dis-
tilled from the palm This deadly decoction
played havoe with the healths of the exiles and
largely accounted ior the teimble mortality which
18 a melancholv feature of the records of these
seventeenth-centuy days

The President or Chief as the leading factor
was sometimes desciltbed, exercised autocratic
sway over the little kingdom of which the factory
was composed He was invested with all the
attmbutes ot LFastein power, numelous personal
servants, a bodv-auard, and a palanqun with
Liveried beareis, and his public appearances were
made 1n great state with trumpeters and banner-
men going betore him  while a long tran of officials
and servants brought up the vear Esen when the
factors paid a wiat as they frequently did, to
therr beautiful pleasme garden outside the town,
custom did uot allow the President to put off his
marks of offinal dignity On those occasions
Swiatees ot the tone were familiar with a long
procession of Hnelish officials and their ladies
rechimng m palanquns, bemmg borne along 1n
stately fashion to then buena festa m the cool
seclusion. ot their <nburban 1etreat  When a rage
for economy seized the Company the directors, as
we have seen, preached acamet the empty grandeur
that thenr servants were prone to But the mood
passed and we find them strectly enjommng Sir
John (hild to maintamn at Bombay a bhody-guard
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of thirty, subsequently increased to fifty, Grena-
diers ““ for the dignity of lus place and the honou:
His Majesty hath conferred upon him m allowing
im the title and authonty of our General, as
alsoe for the safety of us own person ”

The tender sohatude for their General’s digmty
shown by the Company had probably been quick-
ened by the news reaching them by every ship
from India of the pomyp assumed by the ““ naughty ™
interlopers who made 1t a practice to parade ashoie
with bands playing, colours flying and a display
of saitomal magnificence highly appealng to 1m-
pressionable natives accustomed to measule an
imndividual’s status by the number of s atten-
dants and the character of their equipment

The Council usually conssted of four membeis
and mcluded, besides the Agent who was Prest-
dent, the accountant, the cstorekeeper and the
purser marme Next m importance atter the
Counall was the Secretary, who was present at
the offiual meetings and prepared a diary of all
consultations a copy of which was sent home at
regular ntervals accompanied by a general letter
reviewing the proceedings The chaplain or minis-
ter ranked third n the order of precedence the
surgeon sixth, and the steward eighth Then
followed 1n strict rotation the merchants, factors,
writers and apprentices  Official emoluments were
on a remarkably low scale They rvanged from
£300 per annum for the President down to £10 per
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annum for the newly jomned wnter  Besides the
payment of regular salanes allowances weie given
for the performance of special duties, and every
officrial of the Company enjoyed free quarters
and board n the factory as well as the services of
personal attendants It was, however, the profits
of private tradimg 1ather than the official mcome
which were the main attraction of a career in the
Company’s service at this period So lucrative
were the operations 1 which the officals engaged
with a greater o1 less degree ot regularmty that
fortunes were made by men 1n the highest posi-
tions, while from those of lesser authonty there
was directed homewaids a continuous stream of
handsome remuttances attesting the substantial
character of the advantages which they per-
mitted themselves Even m the troubled times
at the end of the seventeenth century the open-
ngs were so good that almost without an excep-
tion the officials 1n the most conspicuous positions
on the termination of then careers by retirement
or death are shown to have been possessed of large
estates

In imfimate association with the English fae-
tory, 1 fact a branch of 16, was an establishiment
mantamed at Swally, the pomnt a few nules down
the niver oveilooking the deep pool or “ Hole ™ at
which the Company’s shipping swung at anchor-
age This Swally Maume as 1t was teimed, was
the headquarters of the Captains of the Company’s
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ships when ashore, and formed a sort of neutral
ground convenient for conferences with the native
authorities when relations were strained as they
often were at the period of which we are writing
{t was here that Sir John Child held his parley
with the local Government m 1688 1n circumstances
to be related later

During the seventeenth century Swat was under
the despotic control of a succession of Governors
appomnted by the Mogul Emperors They were
usually Court favourites who had tempolarly
won the capricious favour of the Mogul and heen
given the admmstration of the western port as
a reward for the services they had 1endered or
were supposed to have rendered to the throne
Theiwr rule for the most part was a tyannous op-
pression veiled under legal forms and 1estizined
only by a fear of retahation on the part ot the
oppiessed, when the vietim was European, and of
Court intmgue when Indians were the sufferers
and were wealthy enough to bribe over the gieat
man’s head

Next in rank to the Governor was the Vacca-
neuvis,'a functionary whose position was analogous
to that of a registrar or remembrancer, and whose

.

1 Vacoa, Vakea Nems —An event, news” a * a ive
writer *  These among the Moghule were a sort of registrars
or remembrancers Later they became spies who were

sent 10bo the provinees to supply information to the Central
Government —Hoesox Josson
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chief busimess was to keep the Imperial Cowt
informed as to the transactions of the local Govern-
ment and the geneial course of events  Associated
with him, and rankmng third i the official class,
was the Haicoora,! a personage who played a most
mmportant partin the hife of the India ot the Moguls
In some Indian glossaries Like his colleague the
Vaccanewvis, he 15 descitbed as a spy, but a desig-
nation which more aptly defines his real position
15 official 1eporter His duty was to ndite tor
the Emperor’s mformation penodical teports giv-
mg an account of all ocenrrences of mterest i hus
sphere of duty They weie not stift, diy-as-dust
commumcations confined to events which 1elated
to the puble service hut News Letters in the {ul-
lest sense of the tetm The Harcoora wiote not
merely to mtorm hws Impenal master hut to in-
terest him, and with a @ift for pictmesquencss
which appears to have heen acqured with jus
office he put on 1ecord much entertnining matter

! Ovington (A Voyage to Swuraf) grves the followmy inter-
est.ng description of theee officials —

‘ The Vacanatish 1= the Moygul « pubik Intullyn noer and
13 emploved 1n miving o weekh account trom Suratt to the
Court of Tndia of all eccurrences hore of truth awl momens

“Next to him and sominhat ke hm s anothor offcer
called the Harearrab whe harkensto 2]l kind of noo- b ther
true or false, histens ta «verything that happions vihothor of
wowent or no account and reporte to vhe Great Mogul what-
ever 15 Jone of spohi. of , bub asth 4o «nfe @ e that nothmg

may offend con=iderng the profound vens ration dus to surh
a poweriul prince, whooe frowns are mortal ’
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quite after the most appioved style of the distuct
reporter of a great modern newspaper A wingle
mstance 1 proof of this may be cited It 15 to
be found mm the following entry winch appears m
the Surat Records under date Febinary 12 1698 -

“Some tiume since Alconiaw or newspaper was
read to him (the Emperor Auiungzebe} tom a
place called Amphaum on the other side Bengal
wherein was wiote that for seven days together
were seen these diverse prodigys, the giound all
about rent with earthquakes and quantitys of
fish were vomited up from ye frightful hollowness
In Sunneen, an adjacent village, a large pagoda
{a place of ye Gentue’s superstitious worship) sunk
down with hornid convulsions of the earth and most
of the inhahitants were seized with feaveis tiem-
blings and fluxes and preternatural 1tchings (and}
dyed The milk 1n ye vessels foo thiee davs to-
gether became putnd blood A monster without
a head and with his eyes placed in his breast
every mght cryed out with a hormid nowe * De-
stroy and Kill” At hearing this 1ead the old
King said unconcerned, "twas the twelfth century
when the Prophet foretold strange things m nature
should happen and these were the less to be
admired at not showmg any apprehensions 1t
might portend disturbances or commotions m his
Emprre

The Harcoora’s love of sensation was unfortu-
nately alhed with less estimable qualities which
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made him a power to be feared m the sphere of
his official duties By distorting the intormation
penodically despatched to the Tmpeual Conrt, by
suppressing some facts and giving undue promu-
nence to others, he was able to exetcise 2 malign
mfluence over the fortunes and even the Lives of
mdividuals who had not taken the precaution to
gamm lis favour by liberal subsidies He was,
bluntly stated, a blackmailer who exercised his
nefarious calling with a skill and unscrupulousness
worthy of lis modern prototypes in the shady
realms of finanwal journalism How powerful
was the influence for evil of the Surat Harcoora we
shall see as the natrative proceeds Sufhce 1t
now to say that in him were typified all the vices
of a class which was a product of the peculiar
admistrative system of the Moguls and which
battened on 1ts corruption

From the Government we pass by a natural
stage to the people In the seventeenth century,
as to a large extent 1s the case to-day, Surat had
a varied population divided for the most part into
the two puneipal Indian racial elements—Moham-
medan and Hindu—but including some interest-
Ing subdivisions which gave the city 1ts distine-
tive commercial character  On the Mohammedan
side were and are the Memon Borahs a race of
born traders who to-day equip the small ** Europe ”
shops of the Indian bazaars and contnbute the
“ box-wallahs* —the 1tinerant pachmen —who
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haunt hote] verandahs and beset with then patient
sohicifation the tourist wandeler 1 the byways of
Indian crties

The leader of the Boizh commumty at Surat
m Annesley’s day was Abdul Guffoie, o1 Ahdul
Jafar, 2 man of singular energy and enteipiise,
who 1 a few years built up a great foitune bv
successful ventures 1n shippmg This mdividual,
as will be seen when the narrative 1eaches a later
stage, played a leading part in the diama ot An-
nesley’s lite and, indeed, was a consprcuous figure
i the hstory of Western India in the closing
decades of the seventeenth century  Contempoiary
British wrnters who knew him intimately give a
curious picture of the man with his uniesting
enterprise and his ambition to figure as a gieat
shippmg magnate

As a set-oft to this business aspect of his char-
actel we have a story by Captain Alexander Hanul-
ton, the mterloping Scotch captamn that Abdul
Guffore belonged to a pecular sect of the Boiahs
which practised abomunable wuites akin to the
sexuality of the Sivaite worship, from which they
were probably denved Awungzebe who had
a good deal of the Puntan in his natwe, when as
with Solomon 1n his old age, alt had become vamty
took stringent measuies to suppress these excesses
of the farthful But the wily Borah magnate
of Surat appears not to have been greatly affected
by his Impenal master’s decrees If he did not
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die 1n the odour ot sanctity he at all events jus-
tafied his mercantile msight by leaving an immense
fortune estimated at the then value of eighty-five
lakhs—about a million pounds sterhing of the cur-
rency of the period and probably in value equal
to double or tieble the same amount to-day
Tiadition long hngered in Westein India over hus
commercial sagacty and his amazing nse from
poverty to the height ot fortune A popular sur-
vival of his memory 1s to be found in the fact that
his descendants m Surat are known locally as the
panchasrwallas—The Highty-Fiveis-—m  allusmion
to the value of the estate he lelt

Hindoos, as the conqueied 1ace, occupied in-
evitably an nfenr place 1 the commumty
Nevertheless, a very eflective counterpoise to the
Borahs was supplied by the Bamans, a sect of
Jams who weie, and are, famous m the hfe and
trade of Western India This commumty umtes
to a keen commercial aptitude a Quaker-like per-
timacity 1n cairying 1ts 1ehgious beliefs to themr
logical extremes The transmugration of souls
15 an essential part of ther creed, so you will
find m Western India the Baman occupying his
letsure time by feeding ants with sugar in puhle
places and expending s suiplus cash in supporting
animal hospitals where the halt, the lame and the
bhnd of biute cieation are carefully tended until
death closes then sufferings

Stieet urchins m Bombay levy a kind of black-
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mail upon the tender-hearted members of the
community by capturmg a sparrow, a pigeon, or
some small ammal, and 1n the presence of a wealthy
Baman threatenmng to kill the victim unless a ran-
som 18 pald for its hfe The stratagem rarely
fails of success, so fumly fixed in the Banian's
breast s the principle of the sacredness of life
A similar practice appears to have obtained 1n
Annesley’s day at Surat among the young factors
according to Ovington, the chaplain  *“ Some-
times,” says the worthy clerie, “ the young men
enter with a gun or small fowlhng-piece 1nio the
fields and enclosures adjoining to the habitations
and there make a show of shootmg spariows,
turtle-doves or other small birds among the trees
which when the Banian obseives (as 1t 18 designed
he should) he runs 1n haste as 1t were for lite to
bribe the fowler not only with courteous expres-
sions and farr speeches but with ready money
not to persist 1n his diversion ”  On the authonty
of the same writer we are told that such ** tongue
tempests ” as the Banians permit themselves are
termed ““ Baman fights,” for they never result
i blows or bloodshed This excessive tenderness
and humility Annesley found, to his cost, was only
a part of the Bamian character Combmed with
1t was a remarkable genius for dissimulation and
intrigue and a capacity for harbouring ammosity
which made them dangerous enemies

At the head of the Baman community of Surat
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at the end of the seventeenth century was a fanmuly
of the mame of Parrack or Pariakh. the leading
membeis of which m succession weie biokers to
the East India Company The positton of native
broker at a settlement hike Surat was one of gieat
financial responsibihty and highly lucative n
ordmary peaceful times Holders of the ofhee
bought country produce and sold Enghsh goods on
commussion, and often when trade was brisk their
transactions on the Company’s behalf 1eached a
very high figure Ongmally the brokeiship n
the Parrakh family was vested m Bhimjee 1ts
senor membel, but about the time of Annesley's
appearance 1 Surat this person died and the office
then devolved upon his two biotheis, Vittul and
Kisso These mdividuals were typical Bamans
with all the strength and weakness of theur 1ace
In a despatch to the Surat Council the directois
described them as *‘ errant knaves’ The desciip-
fion was certainly not msapphed, snd 1t has ths
pertinency to the stony that the knavery was
curtously wmterwoven with the lfe history of
Annesley

As to Annesley all tne time that the stunng
events narrated mn the previous chapters were
proceeding he was steacdily making progress as
a junior offictal In the early part of 1681 the
Surat Council recorded that he had for some time
been second n the office of accounts, ““ whete his

diligence 1s such as to oblige us to recommend him
H
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to your further favour and incouragement as one
who will 10 & short time be fitt for a more signall
trust m your service” This high opmion of his
semors Annesley two years later impenlled hy a
trapsaction which narrowly mvolved him in the
dangerous sin of interlopmg A retired official,
a former secretary at Surat, consigned to um on
one of the Company’s ships two 1ngots of gold ot
the value of £700 As the mmportafion of specie
was the speaial prerogative of the Company tlus
shipment was a high «nme and pnsdemeanom
Annesley, when questioned on the subject by his
supeitots, was blandly 1gnorant as to the object
of the consignment A brother official, whose
name had become nvolved 1n the busmess was
equally at a Joss to know what possible 1eason
the late secietary could have for sending out this
gold The Council. unable to get at the bottom
of the affair, directed that the gold should be sent
back home so that ‘ 1t would lye in the Honou1-
able Company’s power to seize 1t ”’

This incadent of the gold excited the more atten-
tion because 1t occuried at the time when tho<e
“naughty men,” Petit and Bowcher, officials of
the Company who had twned interlopers, were in
the height of their caleer of infamy In the re-
cords we have many lund 1eferences to theu
" base and unparalleled actings’” and we find the
opmon agan and agam solemnly recorded that
unless these *‘wicked and shameless” persons
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were removed the Company’s mtelests would suffer
very seriously But over and above then com-
meraial ity was the apostacy which Petit was
popularly believed to contemplate The Counail
were willing 1t they could " to pievent soe gieat
a bluir 7 as would fall upon then rehgion if the
rascally nteiloper did *‘twn Moor "—an  act
which his 11l puneiples made not unhkely, und
consequently they intimated they would use then
best endeavours to have public examples made of
the precious pawn to prevent others from fotlowing
i then footsteps The position was made the
more deplorable at this juncture by the fact that
the Company’s chaplain at Bombay, M1 Watton,
“hath been too gieate a scandal to Jus coat”
What precisely the poor man did to eain this
censie we ate hot told, but liom the fact that he
was accused of ““ adding to his other naughtiness
by siding with the 1ebels ™ 1t 15 fanly clear that ke
was tainted with the common malady ot mterlopmg

At the time that the Suiat Couna] were so
deeply concemned for Petit’s spuitual weltare, he
and his brother m mquty weie 1 the custody
of the Governor on account of large debts due to
native traders An application to that function-
ary that he should hand over these unfaithtul
se1vants of the Company tor the punishinent they
deserved was 1efused, the Goveinor excusing him-
self on the ground that he had no pover to com-
ply Meanwhile the mmprsoned mtetlopers vwele
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wniting to the captams of ships 1 port enjomnng
them to disregard the orders of Sir John Child
“You will hear a parcell of threatening stories
made to fughten children,” they gemally remarked
1n one of then letters, ““ but,” they added,  your
judgment will tell you better thmgs  The Company
have got a madman for therr president and a
paicell of parasites to their Couneil who echo all
bis actions with applause” However, m a shoit
time they hoped to curb his tyranny

When these communications were wiitten the
inteilopers were awaiting a reply to their applica-
tion for permission to visit the Empeion Aurung-
zebe’s Court In due course the perwannalh or
permmut, came to hand ““ On which ye town was
not g enough for them,” wrote the Surat Council
“ All us they looked on as a ¢mall morsell, to
downe us not sufficient, but the Goveinor must
be swallowed too, and Biumjee Parrack with his
whole family a Phumand they would have
fiom ye King 1n a much more authentick manne:
and with greater privileges than youwr Honow had.
malking a very great nowse, and great preparations
were made for their journeying all sorts of 1ch
cloathes made and many of them after the manner
of the Moors, 2 pallankeens fitted up and that
very uchly, 2 flags made, a tent bought

In the end virtue, persomfied by Sir John Child,
tuumphed to the extent at all events that Petit
and Bowcher's ambitious designs were frustrated
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through the mfluence of the Goveinor Such
fnendhness, the Suiat Council considered, deseived
recoguition  “ This Governor,” they iecorded in
therr official consultations under date June 5,
1683, " having shown many kmnd offices particu.
larly m holding to om sides agamst Petit and
Bowcher, for which he has had little 01 no acknow-
ledgment by way of present hitheito, (we) having
private notice that a handsome sett of hoise
furnmiture would be very acceptable to lum and
well knowing how absolutely necessary such
chaiges are for a remembiance sometimes to keep
Governors and Minsters of State that are capable
of domng us kindness firme to our mmterest< (we)
concluded to fitt up a silver bridle and sadle with
sibver stirrups and appurtenances to be presented
to him” The git was only one of many of a
smular kind made to the prmapal Mogul 1epresen-
tatives WEnglish © horse twiniture  had a great
vogue 1 the India ot that day, 1ts high fiursh and
massive splendour appealmg to the love of fine
things mheient m the Indian muind Enghsh
dogs were another extiemely populaz and accept-
able form of gt Neaily every ship carred out
gpectmens of famiiar breeds whose courageous
qualities were keenly appieciated by the sport-
loving Mogul officraly

Annesley after his fust shp had the discietion
to keep off the dangerous ground ot the mterloper s
termtory  He appeass to have stuck to his books
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with assidutty, and to have won a position of
increasimng 1mportance m the factory Once he
was sent on a mnussion to the Company’s settle-
ments in the Perstan Gulf His duty, which was
to dusentangle the confused accounts of the fac-
tories 1 that locality, seems to have been dis-
charged to the satisfaction of the Couneill for
shoitly afterwards they mention him as one de-
serving promotion A recommendation of this
character was an almost certamn prelude to pre-
ferment 1 those days In Annesley’s case 1o
was followed very quckly by his elevation to the
second seat at the Council board It 15 Inghlv
probable that ere he reached this position he had
become a married man

Within a year or two we find him being reported
by a superior authorty in Bombay for hving out
of the factory This would scarcely have occuried
if he had remamed single, as mn that cage theie
would have been no inducement to quit the com-
fortable quarteis at the factory, where good cheer
and congenial companionship were always to bhe
obtamned Most likely he had a pleasant house
one ot many which were rising at this period out-
side the old town Here amud the glowing colowm
of a charactemstically tropical envionment he
would have been able wn the domestic curcle to
mitigate the hardships of exile  Forbes, the gemal
author of the famous Oriental Memowrs, gives 1n
his work a charming picture of how a half-century
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or moie after Annesley’s day he near the same
spot cultivated the quiet jovs of a life 1n Guzerat

Before concluding the chapter it may be helpful
to a clear undetstanding of the English position
in India at this period to give a survey of the
Company’s activities as they are revealed in the
records of their commercial transactions Tiade
generally, whether that conducted by the Comn-
pany, or the less regulal operations carried on in
the course of private trade in miscellaneous com-
modities lying outside the scope of efficial action,
was of a cuniously composite character  Prominent
amongst the expoits to India were Enghsh woollen
goods of various kmds, won guns, sword blades,
and novelties of every type calculated to attiact
the vagrant tancy of the wealthv Indian whose
demand for new sersations was, and 1», mnsatiable.
Though Enghsh cloths were Little adapted to the
Indian chimate the C'ompany, in the absence,
pethaps, of any other swtable medium of exchange
amongst the manufactured products of the England
of that penod, pushed them with ontirng energy
At the directors’ mstigation the Company’s se:-
vants in Bombay duting Aungier’s administration
had a portion of their emoluments paid to them m
cloth material known as Perpetuano,' m the hope
that by the English wearing this fabric a fashion

1 Perpetuana, also perpetuano A durable fabne of wool
manufactured in England from the sixteenth century (ef
the simular names, everlasting, durance, lasting, etc )
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would be set amongst the Christian inhabitants of
the 1sland which would tend to the Company’s
enrichment Between the discontent evoked
amongst the victims at the Company’s arbifrary
action and the poverty of the commumty mduced
by the troubles which beset the iland, the exper-
ment came to naught

As a set off to this trade 1n English cloth was an
even larger traffic from India in the woven fahiics
of the East Silk, manufactured and 1aw con-
stituted an important branch of the Companvy’s
Indian trade and notably that with Bengal Huge
shipments of the material known as taffetas were
made from vear to year until the Turkey Company,
who had previcusly had a monopoly of the sllk
trade in 1680 memonahsed the King to suppiess
the traffic  Cotton manufactwied goods, the mus-
Iins, the calicoes, and the other seiviceable produc-
tions of the then all-powerful Indian looms,
contributed another important featwie of the Com-
pany’s 1mport transactions Fiom the Broach
distiict m Western India was secmed 1n laige
quantities a highly popular cotton cloth of the day
which went by the name of Baftas It had great
vogue 1 England at the period, as indeed had moss
of the Indian cotton goods So profitable was the
trade as a whole that special measures were adopted
by the Company to stimulate the production At
Bombay in the earhest yeais a commumty of
cotton weavers was established under Aungler's
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direction, but bad times coming these artisans fled
the 1sland, leaving 1t to a later generation 1n a mole
seientific age to create the cotton-manufacturing
mdustry which makes Bombay to-day “ the Man-
chester of India ” Raw cotton was shipped home
as well as the manufactured material In order
that the product might be properly prepaied ifox
shipment, screws were sent out, the pioneers of
an1mmense export fiom England of cotton-pressing
apparatus

This cotton experniment, as one of the fust efforts
directed from England to promote the economuic
development of India, has peculiar interest It
barmomsed with a spiit then abroad to make
India for the Enghsh something more than a mere
entrepdt for the exchange of commercial products
Aungier m his corregpondence supphes a stulking
example of the keenness with which the idea of
economic exploitation was followed In superm-
tending a series of excavations tor defensive pui-
poses the President lighted upon some stone which
seemed to his quick eye to be impregnated with
iron  Having made an experiment, he ° found
1t to be very good 1ron,” though he could not say
what the cost of extracting the metal would be
He asked the directors to send out a mineral expert
and also some books that treated of the subject
of mmeralogy, as he was convinced that there were
great potentialities m the rocky substiatum of
the 1sland  Nothing further appears to have been
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done m the matter either by Aungier or the dizec-
tors Even 1if the deposits were as rich as Aungier
believed them to be, the cost of smelting would
probably have pioved prolibitive, for Bombay was
s0 deficient in fuel at this period that we find the
Council wniting home wnploring the directors to
despatch a consignment of ““ sea cole ”

Spices played a large part m the Companv's
commercial transactions n the Hast m the seven.
teenth century  Pepper, cinnamon and cloves were
secured mamnly from Malaya and the slands ol
the Archipelago, but Western India contribubed
cceasional shipments, and no effort was spared
to increase the cultivation, especially of the formey
commodity Surat, howeveir, was moic a centre
for the aromatic spices of less popular use, such
as frankincense, spikenard, and myith Mnsl
was freely and extensively traded in by the Com-
pany, but this commodity, which was deuved
prinerpally from Bhutan, was a speciality of the
establishments of Eastern rather than Westemn
India  Associated in the Company’s tiade with
the aromatics was ivory, which i the guise of
“ elephants’ teeth ” figures very promwmently in
the sevenbeenth century shipments from Buras
and Bombay

Shellac was another article laigely handled
and that 1t was not always what 1t should have
been 1s shown by an indignant complamnt made
by the directors in reference to a consignment
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reaching England m 1684—that 1t was the
1efuge (refuse *) of all the country. being
dirty, thick and drossy ™ Tin, imported from
Malaya, furmmished the opportumity of lucrative
dealings both at Bombay and Surat, and there
was a brsk market at tiumes for Tutenague—
white copper or zinc—which came fiom the same
part of the Hast Nothing really went amss to
the directors if they saw an opportumty for trade
profit At one time 1t was qumte a large vendor
of hookahs made from FEastern models m the
manufacturing districts of England The purely
trading functions of the Company, however, were
at thus juncture distinctly on the wane, especrally
m Western India  The dawn of the new era of
settled occupation and admimstiative responsi-
bty was still a long way off. but the old order
had had its day



CHAPTER VI
The Sidhi’s Invasion of Bombay

Sir John Child 5 expedition to Surat—Aborlive negotiations
with the Governor—Child qurts Surat and makes war
on the nmative shipping—Ominous attitude of the Sidhn
or Mogul Admiral—Child 1ssues an ultimatum to hm—
Misgrvings of the English Governor as to the Company s
poliey—The S1dli mvades Bombay—Desperate resist-
ance of the garmson—Perilous state of affairs-—Cluld
despatches a mission to the Emperor Aurungzebe to su
for peace—He 13 Teady to “ Kiss the floor of all servile
offices —His despondent views of the Englsh position
m Western India—The Surat Factors in confinemcnt—
Aurungzebe agrees to peace—Death of Child—His char
acter

IR JOHN CHILD'S expedition to Surat in
October, 1688, as has been indicated, was pait

of the geneial scheme for compelling the Mogul
Government to do justice to the English tiaders in
his dominions A few months previously, on the
other side of India, Job Charnock, the founder of
Calcutta, had extorted a peace from the local
Governor by hus gallant defence at. Hiply, wheie tor
three months the sturdy old factor had mamntamned

anunequal fight against thousands of }Mogul troops,
™
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and finally had been permitted to evacuate what
was Tteally an untenable position with all the
honours of war This was a real tnnumph for the
Enghsh, and it 18 highly probable as has been
previously stated, that the success then won had a
considerable influence m deternuming Sir John
Child to make his own hid for independence at
Surat  If he had heen endowed with Charnock’s
shrewdness and capacity for dealing with Indians,
he might have made an equal 1mpression on the
Mogul mind But these were qualities which he
espectally lacked, and he soon landed himself i
a maze of difficulties m which his nungled pom-
posity and bluster were matched against the Oren-
tal cunming and unscrupulousness of the Mogul
officrals

At first the Governor of Surat played with the
1des of granting the Enghlish restitution for past
wrongs assoclated with the issue of a new farman
confirming and extending their powers The wait-
ng game was one which swited his purpose, since
1t enabled him to perfect his plans, and in the inter-
val secure orders from Coust relative to the action
he was to take aganst the insolent unbehevers
Though thoroughly deceived by these tactics, Chuld
was sufficiently olive to possibihities not to place
himself too much in the Mogul power He kept
h1s quaifers on board ship and conducted all lus
negotiations from Swally Marime The farce of
discussion was kept up until the end of December,
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when the Governoi thiew off the mask and com-
menced open hostihties Ths first action was to
seize Bartholomew Hains, the chief of the Coundil
at Surat, and Gladman, one of lus colleagues to
gether with the Company’s brokers, whom he had
enticed to the Palace by a message that he had
good news to communicate from Cowt Simul-
taneously a guard was placed over the Enuhil
factory and a strong party of horse and foot was
sent to Swally with orders to secuie Child alisc e
dead The latter part of the mogramme miscaried
but only because eaily news ot the events at the
Palace had been sent to Swally by Anneslev by the
hands of a trusty servant

Immediately Child learned how matters stood he
1ssued orders for the preparation of the shippng
aganst foither eventualbitries  In a short space of
time the entize squadron had weighed anchor und
quitted the “* Hole ” for the open roadstead wheie
theie was greater freedom for manceuviing The
next four days were occupied with negotiations
with the Goveinor in the hope, vain as 1t moved,
that he muight be nduced to 1elent in view oi the
serious threat that the Company’s well-aimed shij»
constituted to the Mogul shipping On the 30th
December, when 1t had become abundantly cleos
even to Child’s somewhat muddled understanding
that he had been ovei-reached by his wily opponent
the fleet went down to the mouth of the ver, wheze
1t remained five days longer blockading the port



THE SIDHT'S INVASION OF BOMBAY 127

Tinng at length of naction, Child took the bold, and
as 1t proved fatal, course of waging war on the
enemy’s sea trade On his way down the coast he
seized every floating thing he encountered that
could by any stretch of language be 1egarded as
“Moor shipping” His hst of puzes ultimately
included forty large ships, four small ships and
thirty-six grabs®* and gallevats 2 These were all
taken fo Bombay, wheie their caigoes, consisting
for the most part of gmain, ol and other country
produce, were confiscated

If Child had been as strong as his action, he might
have weatheied the stoim which his violence
provoked His only safe course when he had thiown
down his challenge with such unmeasured violence
was to organise his forces and be 1 1eadiness to
forestall the counter-attack which he must have
known would be made But his tempelament was
not a fighting one, and when he had effected hrs
eoup he seems to have settled down 1n Bombay to
the ordinary routine of busimess

Even when ugly stoiies 1eached the 1sland of a
great concentration of the 81dhr’s forces across the

1 Grab, from the Arabu ghoreb, o raven A galley The
word was apphed at different periods to vessels larger than a
mere galley —HowsoN Jonsow

2 Gfallevat, the name apphed to a hind of galley or war
boat with oars, of small draught of water which continued o be
employed on the West Coast of India down to the latter half
of the eighteenth century —-7Id
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harbour, and an almost panic-stricken migration
of the mmhabitants pointed to the imminence of a
crisis, Child was not fully aroused He contented
himgelf with sending a message by “a cunning
trusty fellow ” warning the Sidh that 1f he moved
his fleet from 1ts station at Danda Rajapore on the
other side of the harbour 1t would be attacked As
no reply was vouchsafed by the Sidhi Child shounld
have known that he was mtent on hostilities and
should have carmed the war into the enemy's
country, which he could very well have done with
the ships then at his disposal Instead of this
he sat down 1n the fort inditing despatches home
writing valiantly of 1ts being “ better to fight 1t
out than purchase a peace that will not only be dis-
honourable and base and mean, but bung with 1t
great evils and such continual uncertainty to your
trade that 1t may be msupportable” **Foi suc-
cess 1 all things,” continued the President mn lus
most unctuous style, “ we must leave that to God,
but our utmost endeavouis as m duty bound shall
not be wanting to advance yom mmterest and stand
by 1t wee will to the last drop of blood 10 our bodvs ”

The heroic mood did not last to the end of the
despatch  Child became almost lachrymose, as he
contemplated the course of recent events in India
“ Wee are,” he wrote, * very much troubled that soe
brave an undertaling of yowr Honours should
meet with noe better success hitherto None can
blame your Honours nor that worthy person Sir
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Josiah Child for 1t, but such as are enemys to brave
designs to public spmited men o1 are hike those
notable wise soat of people in the woild that pass
their judgments by the success they see without
duely conmdeimg” It 1s true,” concluded the
writer 1n a final outbuist of cornon sense * that
soe great an affair as malking wai on the Mogull o1,
indeed, any other potentate soe remote fiom yom
Honouws should wee think have been done with
less nose and left wholly to be commenced by yow
servants abroad to lay hold an opportunmity as they
might see hest ™

Admirable sentiments these, and :f Sn John ('hld
bad ived up to them he would not have contitbuted
bis not msigmficant shaie to making wai on the
Mogul with nowisy accompannnents that smmply
aroused the enemy to wrath  But the situation he
had to meet did not lend itself to philosophy It
called urgently fo1 prompt and vigorous action
The enemy tn fact was at hand, and m such stiength
that nothing less than the entie available 1esources
of the Company on the spot could avert a disaster

The Stdh, as the Mogul admual was called, was
one of a hine of sable adventurers of Afircan blond,
who, enrolled under the Mogul flag, had established
themselves in the seventeenth century m the
viemntty of Bombay They had under them a
mixed force of cut-thicats handed together by a
commion love of plunder and by the Mohammedan

creed The great bulk of them were pirates, who
1
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between the mtervals of the more serious business
of wa1 did miscellaneous freebooting on thewr own
account The Mogul *““ fleet” consisted of a 1are
assortment of craft from large vessels of 300 or 400
tons armed with heavy ordnance to row-boats,
which a few matchlock-men and spearmen found
cramped accommodation  As an opponent of well-
found European squadron of ships this “ Navy ™’
was contemptible, but as a medium fo1 the deliverv
of a land attack on an 1sland easily approached
from a number of points 1t was not to be despised.
As Bombay was then situated, 1t was, 1 fact
about as formidable a native force as could have
been brought agamst 1t The fortifications had
been so neglected that the island can be said to have
had only omne really defensible position—the fort —
and that was not completely fimished. one of the
bastions still being wanting

In May the Sidh’s threats materalised m an
mvasion of the 1sland The weak forces available
for defence were quickly overcome, and the mvad-
g hosts established themselves at Syon Malim
and other outlymg pomts The militia, on whom
chief rellance was placed for the protection of the
more distant points, proved but a broken 1eed
The bulk of them fled without firing a shot, and
those who stood theirr ground were too few m
numbe:s to stay the rush of the thousands of fight-
g men landed from the Sidhi’s fleet TIn a very
short time the small Englsh garnson, consisting
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of not more than 200 men with about an equal
number of loyal native troops—chiefly sturdy
PBandareens or toddy drawers—were besieged 1n
the Fort, fighting a desperate battle agamnst daily
mereasing odds Prodigies of valour were per-
formed by the handful of Enghshmen, but they
could do nothing effective against an enemy whose
numbers seemed rather to increase than diminish
after every engagement ‘‘He has been soundly
banged, and wee have killed abundance of his
multitudes,” wrote the Council in December, ““ but
he as fast fills them up agane whilst wee cannot
repair our losses

To make matters worse, the garnson suffered
from the action of deserters, who were more formid-
able foes to the defenders ‘“than 100 black
enemies,” Since they gave therr new associates
the advantage of therr mhtary skill, teaching them
“ the art of mineing and sheltering themselves 1n
trenches and basket works ™ with such effect, says
Ovington 1 that they werc ““able m time to bom-
bard the Fort with massive stones instead of 1non
balls, while our shot from thence was scaice able
to annoy them

Child, when too late, realised the blunder he had
committed 1n inviting this attack upon the 1sland at
a time when 1ts defences, owmg to his neglect,
were so miserably inadequate to repel an invader.

i A Voyage to Surai wn the year 1689, by J Ovmgton, M A ,
Chaplan to his Majesty London, 1696
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On a review of the circumstances he decided to sue
for peace through a special mission consisting of
Greorge Weldon, a membey of his Council, and a Jew
pamed Navarro, who had influential fmends at
Aurungzebe’s Court and was likely to be of valuable
assigtance m pulling the strings m the traditional
Orental fashion

Child’s frame of mind 1n approaching Aurungzebe
18 curiously illustrated 1n the language of a petition
which he forwarded to the Emperor mn advance of
s emissaries These were the intioductory sen-
tences “ The petition of the last of your servants,
Sir John Child, Generall of the Enghsh nation ke
a grain of sand and with the greatest regaid to vour
Majesty’s person, Amber-hke fluence, Loid ot
Beneficence and Liberalitie, Solomon-like Thione,
Epitome of Priesthood, Scanderberg-like * wisdom
Heavenly judgement, Potentate of the Would,
Centre of Security, Emperou of the Earth and of
the Age, Object of all Sublunary Thmgs, the Divine
Shadow of the Holy Prophet Mahomet Orangzeib,
whose peison and kmgdom the Divine poweis long
prosper and continue that his righteousness and
Justice may spread over the whole world and ever-
lastingly continue for the benefit of 1ts mhabitant:
representeth after due recommendation of servitude
and vassalage, with hummlity and lowliness of mind
kissing the floor of all serwile offices wath lips of

1 Alexander-like wisdom Iskander e the Indian name for
the great Macedonian
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respect and obsequiousness and with a heart bowed
down to your fame and greatness”

Even allowing for the necessary fulsomeness of a
petition written 1o the Persian language as this was,
1t must be conceded that Child did veiry effectively
“Jass the floor of all servile offices” It was the
man’s nature so to do, and he no doubt had the
excuse that he was only following the prevalling
fashion amongst the Enghsh in their intercourse
with authonty m Tndia  But his grovelling style
of address contrasts very strikingly with the robust
pertods of Sir Josiah Child and still more remark-
ably with the petitioner’s own actions in the early
stage of the rupture The explanation 1s that by
this time he was so completely disillusioned on the
subject of English ascendancy in India that he was
inchned to be pessumisfic  * This 1sland,” he
wrote ‘‘lyes too neere potent princes that with
multitudes may and can invade 1%, and there 15 no
trust for 1s defence with any secunty but only 1n
our Enghsh, and at the best times there can be but
few of them 1n comparison with our enemys, nay
i computation but one 1n a thousand and wee too
far off our native country or any other place that
may afford us assistance in any reasonable time ”

In another communication of the same date
(June 7, 1689) he wiote *‘ The Moors are cunning
enough and know their own interest very well, but
those in Government are much above trade and soe
absolute 1 the severall places that they rob and
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plunder whom they please without being con-
trouled ” Later on 1n the year he returned to the
question of the Company’s position m Western
India, declaring that the Council believed that
Bombay would never be so mmpoitant a position
as the directors thought 1t would be It wasa
pleasant enough place, though not so healthful as
could be wished ‘(od preseive 1t to you and
may 16 prove of greater value and estimation to the
nation than wee ever fancy it will,”” concluded m
melancholy vein Child’s despatch

The prevailing despondency m official quarteis in
Bombay at this juncture was accentuated by the
startlimg development of events that had taken
place in the homeland At first there was evidently
no 1dea that the differences between James and his
Patliament would lead to anything mote serious
than a passing political stoom  The dizectors wiote
m this sense and 1ather went out ot therr way to giie
their despatches a tinge of Jacobean loyalty
Gradually, however, the momentous character of
the changes that were bemg effected was manifested
to the understandings of Child and his colleagues
Gravely disquieting as the news was, especially
when the issue of the Revolution of 1688 was stil!
uncertain, 1t had a doubly unpleasant aspect owing
to the foom 1n which 1t was elothed by the
Company’s numerous enemies The Dutch publicly
declared that “their Prince had taken England
and wholly subdued 1t to his obedience ”
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The literal tiuth thus expiessed was hard to
combat, and the perplexed Couneil 1n Bombay were
at then wits’ end to cope with the repomts deroga-
tory to the Hnglish which at this time were n free
crrculation all over India through Dutch, French,
and Portuguese agencies  Happily for the national
interests which the Hast India Company repre-
sented, Aurungzebe was thoroughly well informed as
to the pohitical situation m Ewmiope Baiocon the
Dutch Ambassador who went on a mission to the
Mogul Court at this time, discovered this to his con-
fusion when he attempted to dispatage the English,
representing them as a4 contemptible people who
had been compelled to submit to the anthouity
of a Dutch King

The Empero: listened to his dhatirhe m silence and
when he had done quietly suggested to him that as
the Dutch were such a superior people to the
English they should drive them out of his do-
minions aud secure a monopoly of the Euiopean
trade Ihsconcerted by this shrewd thiust Bajoon
stammered out something about not being able to
act without mstiuctions Thereupon Aurungzele
planly told him what was really in his nmnd  He
sard “that Holland must be an nsmgmificant
country, fo1 the King of France had conquered it in
4 few days and would never have been expelled
if the English had not interfered. that in reahty
England held the balance ot power in Europe and
that if she weie not to do so the Emperor of Ger-
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many ot the King of France would conquer Holland
m a single campaign ™ ?

Not less active and perhaps moie muschievous
than the foreign depreciators of the English at this
ensis were the old servants of the Company who
had established themselves on the coast as inter-
lopers Onme of these, a certamn Captain Consett,
when matters were very black in Bombay went
about Surat declaring that the 1sland and fort had
** certainly gone ™ The story was too probable not
to be believed and the credit of the Company fell
to zero Child, in wrnting to the directors in the
closing days of 1689, enlarged upon the injurious
influence exercised by false reports of this char-
acter * If your Honours and the laws meet (deal * }
not wrth him for 1t and his base tongue, Wee hope
God will 7 piously obscrved the General ¢ And
tiuly ” he added “to deal plamly with vour
Honouts, you have to our sorrows many such black
sheep amongst us that wee fear will not stick to do
the like notwithstanding their cringimg and c1eeping
to your Honours for employ in England, when
here quite forget you and your inteiest and desue
none but then own The strange reports from
England wee beheve makes naughty people show
themselves mote than otherwige thev would hut
(concluded Child in a final flight of piety) let us
bless God for all things be content 1n our cond:-
tions, and hehave ourselves like men that we mav

1 Bruee's .dunals of the Enst Indwr Company
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make ourselves aceepiable to God and good men
which 15 our chief business m this world ™

All this tame the officlals of the Surat establish-
ment were being subjected to the mgours of mm-
prnisonment  Annesley and some of the other sub-
ordinate members of the staff were for a time left
at hiberty but eventually the entire body of Eng-
hsh officials were confined They were kept in the
town until the end of 1689 when the oiders were
so far relaxed as to pernut theur retuin to the
factory It was however onlva change of prson
for a strong cuard was put over them and all
were heavily moned to prevent amy possibility
of escape  In fact then hunmuhation was as com-
plete as Mogul ingenuity and airogance could make
16

Meanwhile the nussion to Aurungzebe was
makmg headwav Weldon and his colleague proved
shrewd envovs and they had influential friends
amongst the nobles, who smoothed their path for
them Moreover an atmospbere of peace per-
vaded the Emperor’s Court at the time of thetr
appearance There were powerful mterests array-
mg themselves in the Company’s favour Neithe
the leading Court officials nor the Surat merchants
wanted to see the English ruimed  the one hecatise
of the prospective loss of bribes, the other [or len
that the Company’s habdities to them would not
be hquidated Furthermore, the mmpression at
Court was that Bombev was o much stronger
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place than 1t actually was and that its reduction
would involve the Mogul Government in enormous
additional expense By a subtle process pecuhar
to Eastern Courts these mnfluences were gradually
blended 1n a geneial 1epresentation to the Emperor
in favour of the granting of the Bombay Couneil’s
prayer Aurungzebe, whose wiath had to some
extent cooled simce the first outbmst of passion
exated by the violent action of the Company's
representative, now graciously extended his pardon
to the unbelievers who had so submmssively shown
themr contrition for past offences

Before the news of the success of Weldon s uns
sion reached Bombay, Sn John Child had gone to s
last account  Ovington declales that 1emorse for
Ius part in the neglect of the tortifications which
so greatly tacihtated the Sidhi’s invasion tended to
shorten his days Tt may well have been so as the
evils of the tailluie of the mggaidly pohcy he had
directed were too patent to be 1gnoied by the most
inveterate self-apologist But we need not seek
for any speecial cause for the death of an Englsh
functionaly m seventeenth-centuwy India fo
nothmg 1s more 1mmpressive in the records ot those
days than the constant succession of changes due
to chmatic mfluences Yet strangely enough,
though plague was raging in Westein India in the
years with which the nanative 1s now dealing, there
does not appear to have been a single case of death
from that disease amongst the English commumnity



CHAPTER VII
Peace with the Mogul

Pomtion of officials after Child’s death—Career of Vaux the
Deputv-Governor of Bombay—Vaux proceeds to Svrat
1o recerve the Emperor’s farman-—Elaborate arrangements
for the ceremonv—The Factors’ procession through the
City  Farman handed over—The jerman translated—
A great disappointment—The Factors * basely dererved
by a * perfidious Court "—The East Indwa Company s
gupremacy threatened by formidable rivals—Gloomy
state of affairs mm Western India—Terrible mortality m
Bombay—Bartholomew Harms becomes President ot
Surat and Annesley sentor member of Councd—Court of
Dhreetors’ distrusé of the management of theirr affairs
at Surat—Apnesley’s 1nfluence—Harns 1s prevented
from leavmg Surat for Bembay by the local officials—
The Company appomts Sir John Goldsborough to the
supreme charge of its affairs 1z India and despatches
Bir John Gayer to Bombay as (Governor—QGayer’s in-
gtructions—-Annesley meurs the censure of the directors—
Precarious posttion of the Companya affairs—The
Fremek ceptane four of dle Sompanys vossals—lmndam
able spint of the directors

PECULIAR situation was created mn the
official orgamsation of the Company m

Western India by Sir John (hild’s death The
139
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chief position now devolved upen Bartholomew
Harrs, the Agent at Surat, but Harns and the
second 1n office, Annesley, were close prisoners
unable to move a finger n official work without the
Governor’s sanction The real responsibilitv
therefore was 1n the hands of the Deputy-Goveinm
of Bombay, John Vaux, an official who was the
junior of Harris  Vaux had commenced his career
as book-keeper to Sir Joszah Child and had been
sent out to India by the great man a few year-
previously with the special object of asmisting 1n
the suppression of interloping Though utterly
devoid of legal traiming he was soon after lus
arrival 1 Bombay, appomted Assmstant Judge,
to the mtense disgust of Dr 8t John {he head of
the judiciary, who was a competent lawyer and who
not without good reason distrusted the intrusion ot
a novice from home coming with no greater recom-
mendation than the favour of the Autocrat of
India House

Vaux much to the disappointment of lus pation,
falled to deal out the stern pumishment to the
rascally intruders that was so desnable m the
Company’s interests Sir Josmiah Child wrote out
to him, upbraiding i for his scruples as to the
legality of coercive measures The laws, the
writer said, *‘ were a heap of nonsense compiled by
a few country gentlemen.” and were utterly unfit
for the regulation of a great commercial enterprise
such as that of the Compony  “ My orders, sir,” he
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added, ** are to be your rules,and not the laws of
England ”* Vaux, at this time caied as lttle
for Child’s wishes as that 1ndividual did for the laws
of England He had caught the prevailing con-
tagion-—was 1 fact the friend and associate of
intertopers rathel than their enemy Soon he was
to fall entirely from gace, as Petit and Bowcher
and other notorwus * trartors ” had done befoie
hin but, meanwhile, he was to make the most ot
the brief authority in which he was dressed as
became his temperament, which was pione to van
display

When the news of Aurungzebe's deusion
favour of peace reached Bombay, Vaux decded to
proceed to Surat in order that the new farman
might be received with all the honour and digmty
that properly attached to so 1mportant a mark of
Imperal favour This rescuipt, 1t was confidently
expected, would confer new and valuable privileges
upon the Company, while old wrongs would be
redressed and an end be put to the tyianmcal rule
of the local officials under which the English had so
long suffered Vaux had not comnutted himself
so deeply with the inteilopers that he could not pose
still as the zealous upholder of the Company’s
nights at a moment of ersis  With a flattering
viston of a new régame 1 which, as was his due, he
was to figuie 1n a leading position, he aanved off
Surat at the end of Maich, 1689 He was detained
at the river’s mouth until Apnl 4, when the nti-
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mation was conveyed to him that * the much famed
Phirmand * had arrived On landing the next
day he was joined by Haruis and Annesley and the
other prisoners who had just previously been
released from their long and irksome confinement

Without loss of time Vaux attended by an
unposing escort, proceeded to a garden to the
southward of the city, where he was received 1n
friendly fashion by the Governor and other high
offictals  Affer a time spent in the cxchange of
the usual meamngless compliments of an Oriental
durbar the Deputy-Governor was advised as to the
arrangements for the ceremony of the day—the
reception of the farman This he was told was to
take place at a point some miles awav to the east-
ward of the city, where the Impenal officials had
their camp

Impressed with his reception and entermg fully
mto the plans so thoughtfully made by the Governor
for emphasmsing the mmportance of the farmar
Vaux summoned the whole of the factory staff
to accompany him on this the final stage of his
mission  Quite an elaborate procession was thus
formed, and as the route took the party througi
the heart of the city the display lost nothing i
publicity The Impenal functionares were as
affable and friendly as the Governor had been
eather They had the farman ready 1n all the glory
of 1ts Omental trappings, and by its side was the
serpaw ot dress of honour which invariably accom-
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panied the written mark of Impernal favowr  The
Enghshmen took in the scene with sparkling eyes
and heightened colows At last it seemed they were
able once more to Lt their heads In all the out-
ward forms of HEastern courtesy the precious
farman was handed to Vaux, and then the pro-
cesston was re-formed and a triumphant return was
made to the factory

Great was the cuniosity to know the precise terms
1 which Aurungzebe had conveyed his gracious
privileges  The Company’s Persian secretary was
immediately set to work upon the document The
translation when forthcoming caused a sensation
The farman recited that * the English having made
a most humble submissive petition that the 1l
crimes they have done may be pardoned and
requested another Phirmand to make their bemng
forgiven mamifest and sent their Valweels ' to the
Heavenly Palace, the mostillustrious 1n the woild,
to get the Royall favour” and they also having
agreed to pay a fine of 150,000 rupees to hts “‘ noble
treasury resembling the sun,” and promised that
they * would restore the merchants’ goods they took
away tothe owners of them, > and “ would walk by
the ancient customs of the port and behave them-
selves for the future therefoie his Majesty had
pardoned their faults, meraifully forgiven them,
and out of his princely condescension agrees that
the present be put into the treasury of the port,

1 Attorneys
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the merchants’ goods retwined, the town flowsh
and they follow thetr trade as in former times, and
Mr Child, who did the disgrace be turned out and
expelled ”

Such was the wondeiful new tieaty of which so
much had been expected It fell like a bombsheil
mto the company collected in the factory “To
our gieat amazement and sorrow.” they wiote
“1nstead of a Phnmand answenng to our aiticles
and agreements we found 1t a worse sham story
than the Phirmand that came down m Mucteer
Can’s' time” The duectors would percenne
“ how bagely your Honours have been abused by
this most perfidious Court, and we do veryly per-
suade ourse[ves that om friends at Comt have been
most unworthily begwled” They had no doubt,
but the brutal truth remained that the price had
to be paid for this sham farman The emissaites
of the Goveinor speedily appeaied on the scene
to make peifectly clear that no trade could be
permutted until the indemmity was forthcomung
Swallowing then mortification with the best grace
they could summon to their aid. the Surat Counal
sent to Bombay for the specie that was there and
this was 1 due course handed over to the rapacious
Mogul offials Then with chastened {eelings the
Ittle band of Enghshmen addiessed themselves
to the heavy task of 1epamng the sorely shattered
edifice of the Company's tiade

1 Mukhter Khan, a former Governor of burat
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All the time that the events just narrated were
occurnng the East India Company was strugghng
gallantly and fo1 the most part ineffectually against
its enemies  The movement designed to undermine
1ts Eastern monopoly, with the advent of a new
constitutional system, was daily assuming a more
menacing aspect Behind the mfluentially sup-
poited paithamentary campaign directed agamst
the Company’s interests loomed 1n menacing outline
a new organisation which was later to biing the
Company to the verge of disaster Abroad all its
ambitious schemes, imvolving 1 their prosecution
an immense outlay of capital, were ending in
failure only thinly disgmised by such partial suc-
cesses as that represented by the resettlement of
the Bengal tactory on the Hooghly on the spot
where now stands the city of Calentta

In Western India espeeially the outlook for the
Enghsh o1ganisation was gloomy The Sidhi’s
hosts 1n evacuating Bombay left 1t a wreck  What
they could not carry away they destroyed, and a
mere waste existed where hefore had been thuiving
bazaars and productive fields and palm gioves.
Famine and disease stalked through 1ts runed and
half-deserted stieets In the Foit a muserable
remnant of the gairison was almost hterally 1ofting
away Ovington who landed in Bombay 1n 1690
gives a ternible picture of the demoralisation which
darkly overshadowed the settlement He could

not, he said, without horrer mention to what a pitch
K
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all enormities were grown when the infection of a
picvailing emdemic was at its height

“ Their principles of action and the consequent
ewvi] practices of the Enghsh,” he proceeded, “ for-
warded therr miseries and contributed to fill the
air with those pestilential vapours that seized their
vitals and speeded theirr hasty passage to the other
world Luxury, immodesty and a prostitute dis-
solution of manners found still new matter to work
upon ” In that awful time the English power in
Bombay was almost overwhelmed by 168 own moral
degradation Only seventy men of the European
strength were left for gaimson duty 1In a few
months these had been reduced by one-half-—the
survivors a disease-stricken rcmnant serving only
as a ghastly reminder of a 1ule that had almost
vanished from the istand

It was in this darkest hour of the fortunes ol the
Enghsh in Western India that the disturbing news
was 1ecerved of the outbreak of wa1 between Gieat
Britain and France The edifice was alieady
totterng , 1t seemed now that nothing could save
it, for the French Navy was powerinl and well
manned and the subjects of Lows XIV had already
a firm grip on the trade which centred at Swat and
were Tepresented theie by ambitious men who were
eager to turn to account any cucumstances that
might favour their designs In these broad out-
lines we have the outlook which confronted the
Iittle band of Englhshmen who iepresented the
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Company in Westein India at this juncture The
position of affans was calculated to cany a chill
to their hearts when they surveyed then difficulties
and noted how utteily unpiepared they were to
cope with so great an emeigency

Upon Haiis and Annesley 1ested the chief buiden
of mamtamming the English position at this crisis
They had been confirmed 1n then positions as Chief
Agent and Second in (founcil 1espectively by the
directors, who 1n fixing their official status clearly
mtimated that the higher rank was to cany no
merease 1 the emoluments they had jpreviously
enjoyed The Comt acknowledged that the pan
had had ““ a suffering timie ’” but, thev pointed out
s0 also had the Company, mn consequence of the
wai, *“ all then estate lymg dead 1n all places in that
unhappy penrod,” and they therefore expressed a
hope that Harns would think himeelf well com-
pensated by bemg made Piesident, while they
tiusted that Annesley would be content with lis
defimite promotion to the second office, carrying as
1t did the reveision to the chief position m the
event of Harns's death

Both men submitted to the decision with as
much equammity as they conld mustei, but be-
neath therr tfulsome acknowledgment of the fav-
ouls received 1t 15 easy to detect a sub-cuiient of
dissatisfaction at the stinginess of thair much-
respected masters That they were not content
with this veiled pratect, bhut proceeded to recoup
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themselves for the deficiencies 1n their official pay
. by puivate trading and other peihaps less reputable
methods, 18 apparent enough from the tenor of the
records Soon the despatches fiom home were
racy with indignant protests agninst the musmanage-
ment of then servants, the underlymg suggestion
of the rebukes being that they were making money
at the Company’s expense
In one passage Harris and Annesley were told
that a certain sale of cloth “1s nothing to hiag of,
considering the state of the market at that time
and they were further pleasantly assured that in
wnagming that then sending home the ship Ben-
jamin with such a miserable cargo would be an
acceptable service to them * was such an idle vam
slip of your pen that you ought to bhe ashamed to
think of 1t The directors’ wrath overflowed to
the question of some outstanding accounts amount-
mg to £20,000 which the Council had been dire: ted
to adjust with the Pariakhs * You have yielded
too much to that 1l man Vital Partack,” they hotly
observed, “and too mach shghted the Armenians
that are honest men, and it 18 very impeitment
that you wnte us Coja Minass & Hodges Zad’s
debts are cleaied out of your Surat books as your
account doth say ™
In this communication we have the germ of the
trouble which was to shadow Annesley’s life to the
end The question at issue was some contiacts

which had been niade with the Parrakhs Annes-
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ley’s contention was that a pait of the hability had
been dischaiged The directois, as 15 to be noted,
held that there had becn no settlement They
regarded the Paitakhs as ‘“‘enrant knaves,” and
they began strongly to suspect that Annesley was
mvolved i their villainy

As time went on cncumstances tended 1 an
increasig degree to place the prmeipal power m
Annesgley’s hands Hairis was a dull. heavy type
of official whose constitutional weakness had heen
aggravated by a long period of Eastein residence
culminating i the close impusonment deseribed m
the preceding chapter  In such a man the disposi-
tion to lean upon a younger and inore energetic
<olleague was stiong, and Annesley was a good deal
more than & promising junior  He had a profound
knowledge of all theaamifications of the Company’s
busmess at Smat, he was intimately associated
with the native tiading community, and he was
acquamted with all the netwoik of intrigue which
enmeshed the official hife of the place

An additional reason ful casting the main burden
upon him was the fiim 1esolve that Harms had to
shake the dust of Bwat fiom his shoes He was
sick of the constiamnts 1mposed theie, and, more-
over, was lecelving such mmstent calls Hom Bom-
bay that 1t was impossible to disiegaid them  One
despatch forwarded to Burat about this peuod
described m moving language the sad phght of the
Company's servants theie, asserting that if some-
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thing was not soon done to remedy the situation
absolute disaster would overwhelm the settlement
“*Tis the admiration ! of the woild,” they wrote
““ wee should lie m a manner foresaken all this while
and more than enough to discourage any, and wee
are forct to give faire words and all the mcourage-
nents wee can to those that are here, for few or
none cares willingly to stay

Apphications to the Governor of Surat from the
English Council for permisston for the President to
proceed to Bombay ebicited only evasive and
unsatisfactory answers At length Harms sent
Annesley to try his persuasive powers on the great
man Annesley penetrated to the inner recesses
of the Governor’s house, but * there being much
companie and the Governor busie,” he could not be
permitted an audience Later another effort was
made, and this provmg abortive, Harms and
Annesley went together, and after much delay ex-
torted a promise from the Governor that he would
write to the King (Aurungzebe) on thewr hehalf
Probably this was another subterfuge to keep the
President chained to his post at Surat where he was

1 Admiration was used ab this persod 1n quite a different
sense from which the word 15 employed fo-day 16 meant
wonder or surprise Thus “’Tis matter of admuracion
to us that Mr Van Durcn and Ensign Browne should both
be out of Mayhim Fort at one time and leave the charge there-
of to that hot headed Sergeant such errors aze not to be
borne with "—S5ir John Gayer’sletter dated March 15, 1703 /4,
to Burmiston, Deputv-Governor of Bombas
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always at hand as a convement whipping boy for the
native authortty  Whether this was the case or not
Harris never went to Bombay  Nor was Vaux per-
mrtted to 1eturn to resume lus official career there

According to Vaux’s own account, he was
detamed at Surat through the intrigues of his
colleagues  Their version of the affarr was that
he, having indiscreetly put himself in the power
of the Mogul authouties, was held a hostage by
them with the rest of the Company’s staff  What-
ever the omgn of lus detention may have been,
Vaux at this tume had fallen out of favour with
tis patron at India House Some compromising
letters that he had wntten home to his brother
dealing m a stramm of cuticisim with affairs in India
got mto the hands of the Company’s enemies, and
select passages from them were actually read m the
House of C'ommons as part of an mdictment of the
Company’s system  This outspokenness, of couise,
was high treason in the writer, and orders were
swiftly sent out for his suspension

Meanwhile, the Company, distrustful of thewr
representatives on the spot, decided to despatch to
India entirely new men to carry out 1ts thorough-
gouig policy agawnst utberlopers To the supreme
charge of its factories and settlements m India
it appomnted Sn John Goldsborough, and fo1 the
dual office of Governot of Bombay and the Com-
pany’s Chief Agent in Western India 1t selected
Sir John Gayer  The “two Johns,” as they were
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afterwards contemptuously dubbed by Vaux, went
out with uigent instructions to strengthen the
Company’s position on the hnes of a firm assertion
of 1ts rights whether 1n opposition to native abuses
or the encroachments of mterlopers Gave1 took
with hm a company of 120 Enghsh soldieis as
reinforcements of the sorely depleted Bombay
garrison  He was told to supplement these with
twenty or thirty Madagasear ‘ cofferyes,” ' who
would be “‘ some kind of balance to the Topases ™ *
And pray remember 1t’s never safe to have too many
of one soat of soldiers 1n such a 1emote garuson
BarLaxcing of Power 18 tEE TRUEST ARt of
GoverNMENT,” concluded the directors, emphasis-
g the parting injunction by a profuse use of
capitals They here but anticipated the lines upon
which the Bntish Indian Aimy was ultumately
formed Indeed, i1t may truthfully be said that the
entire Bnitish position m India was bwlt up m
accordance with the shrewd maxim of which the
writer of Sir John Gayer’s instructions—probably
8ir Josiah Child—was evidently so extiemely
proud

Sir John Gayer had been chaiged with definite

1 Slaves rtecrmited m Madagescar Numbers of these
unfortunate people were sent to all the Companys settle-
ments at this period

2 Topaz A name used 1n ihe seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries for dark-skinned or balf-caste claimants of Portu
guese descent apd Chmstian profession —Hosgox-JoBson
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and peremptory oidels to mstitute a stiict investr-
gation mto the accounts of the Smat {factory and
wo deal severely with all who had been guilty of
miegulaiities  The death of Haims on May 10,
1694, a few months after Gayer’s arnval, made
doubly difficult a task which m any circumstances
would have given um no ordmnary trouble, o
matters had gone from bad to worse with the
Company’s tiade mn Westetn India The Com-
pany owed two million rupees, and shipments had
become so small that the local tradeis had taken
alarm and gave 1eady ciedence to the stories cu-
culated by interlopeis as to the coming extinction
of the orgamsation Such was the lack of con-
fidence that theie was a general talk of an embaigo
bemng laid upon the exports of the factory

The Company’s own hiokers at this cntical
junctuie were pionunent i depressing their credit
Then attitude excited the bitter comments of
Annesley, who made 1t perfectly clear 1n his com-
munications that he as thoroughly distiusted them
as did his employers Meanwhile, the drectors had
then own views as to the causes of the unsats-
factory state of then affairs at Surat They wiote
savagely of the gieat carelessness of their Counal
there, and said that, were it not that ** their thoughts
aré~shamefully diverted fiom om pubhe busyness
by theiwr too great private negotiations, 1t 18 impos-
sible our ships should be so late despatched
They had zepeatedly intimated then wishes to their
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Council of Surat, ¢ but of late years to so little pur-
pose as If we had spoak to a deaf adder  All the
blame now 1s laid upon M1 Harris, and we do believe
he was very faulty, but we are no better satisfied
with Mr Annesley’s keeping our Defence and Reso-
lutwn so late in the country and his long delay of
sending home hig accounts”

The reference to the late despatch of the Defence
and the Resolution 15 the better to be undestood
when 1t 18 read 1n connection with another para-
graph i the same despatch announcing the capture
of those vessels off the coast of Ireland by the
French, together with two other umts of the Com-
pany’s fleet and an mterloping ship  This disaster
which was described *as the most fatal loss that
ever this Company sustained since therr first institu-
tion,” did not quell the mndomutable spuit of the
adventurers of India House “ With a Roman
courage and resolution’ they had, 1t was announced,
“ resolved to add £300 000 to their stock. wheieof
£200,000 18 already paid mm” The subseription
was a noteworthy effort which had 1its effect on
home opmon, but in Inda the times were far too
much out of jomt to be mfluenced by any mere
show of financial stiength ¥ven before the
Court’s despatch reached 1ts destination another
serious crisis had arisen which had extingushed for
the time being the Company’s trade at Surat and
threatened to mvolve all its Indian interests in
disaster



(HAPTER VIII
Annesley in Chains

Piracy 1n Indian Seas—European freebooters—The English
m Surat accused of being i league with the pirates-
Depredations of Captamn Evory or Avory—Seirure of
Abdul Guffere’s ship worth Rs  325000—Popuiu
mdignation—A guard placed over the Enghsh factory—
The mob demand the execution of Apmesley and s
colleagnues—The Governor refers the matter to Conrt—
Evory captures the Gumgsawaee, an Impernal pilgrim
shp—An act of sacrilege—Renewed agitation against
the Englhish—The Governor causes all the Tinghsh in
Surat to be driven wnto the factory and orders irons to
he placed on Annesley and the othber leading men—The
Governor’s achion saves the prisoners {from 4 worse late-—
Fury of the moh—The Governor dencunced as an un
heliever—Annesley s defence of the Englsh agamst the
charges of abetting piracy—The Governors reply—-Sic
John Gaver s indignation at the treatment of the ling-
lish—He offers to provide a convey for the Mogul ships

N mmmediate outcome of the demorahsation
caused 1n the Indian trade at the end of the
seventeenth century hy the rivalres of the Euo-
pean Powers and the conflict between the East
India Company and the interloping enterprises was
a gieat development of piracy conductid by wes-
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tern adventurers Pnacy of a kind had been e
fiom time immemonal in the Indian seas  In turn
the hardy Malabais, ancestors of the lascais who
man our eastern passengelr steameis, and the stal-
wart Arabs fiom the Persian Gulf, had ravaged the
westein coast of India and taken a heavy toll of its
seaborne trade Only a few years before the
cession of Bombay to the English a powerful Aiab
force had descended upon the 1sland and swept 1t
baie i spite of the still 1elatively formudable
power of the Portuguese

The conditions of anarchy then pievailing m
India lent a stimulus to the sea roving which 1n the
absence of a strong over-1uhng naval power had
never probably been entirely absent in any peuod
of Indian hstory Both the gieat contending
forces on land, as we have already seen, weie set
off at sea by rival fleets manned almost exclusively
by men whose sole occupation m peaceful times
was pnacy They wete for the most part a viule
preturesque 1ace of seafavers, biave according to
thewr hghts, and formidable 1 their complete
mastery of an elusive sea strategy based on a coast-
line providing mnumerable bays and creeks to
shelter therr craft in when hard pressed and a rockv,
mountamous backgiound m which to establish
therr almost impregnable strongholds ~ For geneia-
tions these Westein Indian pnates held then own
in spite of the efforts made to extnpate them It
was, 1 fact not until almost modern times that
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they were completely subdued by the irresistible
force of British sea power

The European pirates in Indian seas were adven-
turers of various races brought into association by
a common Just for plunder Many were deserters
from the ships of the Enropean trading companies—
English, Dutch and French, a certain proportion
of them were ordimary geamen recruited in irregular
fashion at distant ports—notably 1n North Amernca
They 1epresented 1n the mass the flotsam and jet-
sam of the European sea commumnty in a period of
exceptional unrest when the ordinary restraints
of the law had been loosened by the Revolution
in England and the subsequent wai with France
The thin line which divided privateening and piracy
was then readily obliterated, and 1t was not duffi-
cult to equp and man vessels whose ultimate
purpose was indiscriminate plunde:

The eastern seas were at the perod a favourite
crmsing giound of the 10vers for two reasons  the
scene ot operations bemng a distant one, the pirates
were fairly secure from the interference of European
Governments whose waiships alone were able to
cope successfully with their own well-armed ships,
The Indian fradimg vessels often cammed ghly
valuable freights and were an easy prey even when
armed as the crews had a wholesome feal ot Huro-
pean seamen and if they fought at all, did so
feeble fashion

KEuropean piracy 1n the Indian Ocean first came
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into prominence as a factor 1n the hives of the <er-
vants of the East India Company in Western India
mn or about the year 168¢ From that time on-
wards, yea1 by year, charges of complicity with the
piates were brought by the Mogul officials against
the Enghsh at Surat The mmpusonment ot
Annesley and his colleagues m 1689 was duectly
associated with one of these false accusations, and
that the peirsecution was not abandoned with the
release of the pusoners is manifest fiom the numer-
ous allusions in the recoids to the damage which
the Company’s nterests sustammed from thes<e
1epeated calumnies Thus the Swat Counal early
i 1693 mentioned that owing to the slandeious
assoclation of the English with pirates, neither M1
Annesley nor M1 Vaux could sti1 out without a
guard

“Was 1t not on account of the piracys ' pro-
ceeded the official narrative, < we should live heie
1m as great, or greater homour, cxedit and 1espect
than ever, to the promoting thereof we do find all
our endeavours checkt exceedingly by these our
enemiles endeavowing all they can, both at Court
and here with the Government, to make us and these
villains equall under the generall name ot the
Enghsh nation, but,” went on the witer, who from
the tone of the communication we may safely as-
sume was Annesley,  if 1t please God to stiengtlien
us that any of these rogues do fall intn om
clutches, we shall certainly malke them publick ex-
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amples to the whole world for the justification of
our nation’s honow and yow Honows’, altho’ the
dearest relations we have i the woild should be
amongst them ™ The Burat factors would not
have wntten with such bittciness of soul if then
position m relation to the Euiopean sea rovers had
not already become an embarrassmg one  But bad
as affairs were in these earlier years, they wete
destined to become a good deal worse after the
letter trom which the foregoing extract 1s quoted
was wrntien

It was 1n the last half-dozen vears of the seven-
teenth century that European pnacy in the Indian
Ocean attamed 1ts most foinudable character
The notorious head of the roveis who then preyed
upon the Indian trade was a certam Captain Evory
or Avory an Enghshman who appatently had
previously been engaged m the Amencan trade
Evory 1n 01 about the year 1694 fitted out in the
West Indies a ship called the Fancy, mounting
forty-six guns, and manned by a c1ew of one hundied
and thuty, composed of several nationahties, the
number meluding fifty-six French, and a good many
English, Scotch and Iuish, and a sprinkling of
Danes and othe: seafarng people  Sailing {o1 the
East, Evoiy made fo1 the island ot Penim the
situation of which at the entiance of the Red Sea
suggested 1ts adoption as a convenient base for
operations against the 11¢h native trade which was
then conducted between Smat and Mocha
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The pirate commander quickly discovered, what
an expedition from India found a century later,
that the 1sland was untenable because of the total
absence of dunking-water He then made for
Madagascar, and at 3t Mary’s on that island created
a post at which he could 1efit and refresh his erew
after their cruses m the Indian Ocean  When
these arrangements were completed he commenced
a career of ciime which made him the terror of the
Indian seamen His first victim was a fine ship
owned by Abdul Guffore, which was on 1ts 1eturn
voyage from the Red Sea with a cargo said to have
been worth Rs 3,25000 Evory nfled the ship
of 1ts valuable contents and carried off as captive
a young Mohammedan lady of good famnly who
was proceeding to her home after performing the
pilgrimage to Mecca  This done, he retued to his
base at St Mary’s leaving the pillaged ship to
continue her voyage without further molestation

Popular feeling rose to fever heat when the he-
draggled victims of the pirate’s violence reached
Burat The avenging finger of Abdul Guffore was
pomnted towards Annesley and his colleagues as
the real authois of the erime It only needed this
suggestion to arouse the populace to a state ol
fury A tumultuous concourse gathered excited
as only an Ornental mob can be when 1ts feelings are
deeply stured by tales of violence to 1ts womankind
The highly chaiged atmosphere speedily pene-
trated to the factory, where the news which had
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filtered through of Evoiy's achievements had
prepated 1ts mmates for a popular yymang  Annes-
ley, taking 1n the situation with the msight of wn old
campaignel m Onental fields, promptly caused the
gates of the establishment to be closed He knew
the capabihities of the place for defence, and had no
nusgrvings as to the outcome of a fight between the
well-armed immates and the mscellaneous crowd
of 1uffians which the bazaais of Suiat were able to
furnish m times of disorder

But he had reckoned without the official foices
which were soon biought into action when the
Governor became awaie ot the dangerous ferment
m the town Before many hows had elapsed the
Military Commander Ushoor Beg with a tioop of
horse clattermngat his heels,10de mto the space m
fiont of the tactory and demanded admission on
the plea that he had an important message fiom
the Governor Unsuspectingly the linghshmen
allowed him and his men to enter and when esist-
ance was useless they discoveied to then (hegim
that they were vnrtually piisoneis Ushoor Beg
was polite and pretended that he was sent to pio-
tect the tactory but beneath his suave assurances
Annesley detected a design on the part of the
authouities to act as a good deal moie thaa the
Enghishmen’s friendly guaidians Not, however,
that the exiles were so secmie as to he ahle to dis-
pense with protection  They were i fact 1n the

greatest peril, owing to the hrm hold that the legend
L
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of Enghsh compheity 1n the piracies had obtained
of the populace

As an attaclk on the factory was out of the
question, held as 1t was by Ushoor Beg’s men, the
agitators decided to make a formal appeal to the
Governor for the punishment of the Enghshmen
The same might,acting on their behalf the Harcoora,
the Muft1* and a nummber of other prominent inen
n the town repaired to the palace to voice the
popular wish The actual demand piefeired was
for the execution of Annesley and his leading
colleagues The Muft: waxed eloquent about the
hemousness of the crime of which the Enghshmen
were gullty and supported his bloodthirsty pleas
by quoting passages from the Koran The Gover-
nor knew very well that Annesley and his fellows
were no pirates and flatly declmed to take any
violent action The most that he would promuse
was that he would submit the facts to Anrungzebe
and mwite Ins decision  Baffled of thewr prey, the
deputation 1etired in anger  But they had not long
to wait before a new and more startling act of puacy
bad supplied them with a further and more damn-
mg count 1n their indictment of the Enghsh

Evory, cruising about in search of hesh piey
after his attack on Abdul Guffore’s ship fell in
with the Gunjsavaee, one of a small fleet of ships
kept 1n commission by the Emperor for the use of

1 An expounder of the Mohammedan law, thi utterer of
the fatwa —Hossox Jopsox
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the faithful in the course of their pilgrimage to
Mecca It was supposed. to he consecrated exclu-
sively to this traffic and in a sense was a holy
vessel But the pirate commander recognised no
distinctions m the vietins of Ins depredations 1t
was suffictent for hun to know that a ship was worth
plundering, and as the Gunysawaee, 1 spite of its
sacrosanct character, carrted a rich cargo, he dealt
with 1t on strict business principles  After a feeble
resistance the Nakoodah, or captain surrendered
his charge, which was afterwards carried off to the
pirates’ lair in Madagascar, where the cargo was
disposed of

This capture of the Impemal pilgnm ship n
Mohammedsan eyes was more than a cnime 1 was
sacrilege It served to fan to the fiercest heat the
fires of tanaticism which alteady burned violently
m Surat against the ittle commumty in the English
factory The Governor now saw that popular
feelmg must be concihated by energetic action.
His first step was to sweep 1nto the common prison
that the factory had now become every Enghsh-
man that his soldiers could lay their hands upon
Vaux was thus tmprisoned, though his connection
with the Company had been severed and he was,
m fact, m bitter antagomsm to 1t A compamon
1n misfortune was another ex-Company man named
Uphal, who, uke Vaux, had gone into the mter-
lopeis” camp A more notable addition o the
list of the unfortunates was a paity of seamen,
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1ncluding the captam from the Company’s ship
Benjaman, then at Swally These men had been
seized while ashore and carried off under the eyes
of those on board without their bemg able to
render them any assistance When the tale of
prisoners was complete, 1t was found that some
fifty Englshmen had been brought under the
factory roof By the Governor’s orders they were
all heavily 1roned and a guard of between two and
three hundred men was placed over them to ensure
that they were absolutely cut off from commum.
cation with the outside world

These violent measures, thongh extremely humili-
ating to the natwnal pnide of the prisoners, pio-
bably saved them Irom a worse fate ““ We musi
confess,”” wrote Annesley to (Gayer ** omr Guard was
no more than necessary to defend us from the rabble,
for the whole Mobile was 1a1sed against us, demand-
ing satisfaction of us even to our lives The
Governor was vely much in danger in contiadicting
the stream of therr madness, and they once or
twice entered into furious resolutions of assauiting
his house, not stiching to say pubhckly he had a
partt ot the plunder  He told ’em wee were already
i 1rons and he would wnite up to the King what
further to do with us till which he could do
no moie The 16th, which was Council day, the
rabble had all banded together to complam, bring-
ing those that were wounded and maimed and wo-
men that had been abused on the (Yunswey and
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Abdull Guffore’s ships open mouthed to complain
and lay 1t up on us, some to say they were robb’d
of so much money, some that they had lost rela-
twons, &c

“The Governor, seeing what would be the event
of popular fury, refused to bave a Council and made
his soldiers give the Mobile an answer that he had
referred all to the King and given everything ount
of s power, upon which, they forced ’em away,
and Kisso Parrack told us the Harcoora had scent
to him to leave us in time, for theie was such
writings gone up to the King as would certanly
rum us The 20th last month the Governor
sat 1 Council, and there was an uproar made by
the rabble that he was [o1ced to rise up and go into
his house whilst his peons turned and beat them
out They had the conscience to demand to have
us brought before the Council and either be killed
or have some corporall pumishment inflicted on us,
which the Governor said he could rot do, and turn-
mg to the Cozze * asked him 1f 16 were the Mohamme-
dan law to do so who announced 1t eould not he tall
full evnidence was given 1n *twas us  Upon which
a Patan, wrth his swoid 1 one hand and a Guitaree ®

1 Kaz A judge

* Ketar A dagger with a broad straight blade, the fult
of which comes up on either side of the wrist, and which 1s
gragped by a cross-bar in the centre, a dagger, powmard,
stilletto, diek  Aatar: A small dagger, a duk, a stilletto ~—

A Dnctsonary of Urdu, (lassrical Hendr and Enghsk, by John
T Platts, M A
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in the other, would have placed himself near the
Governor, but his soldiers beat him fiom thence and
turned hum out with the rest of hus associates We
have seldom less than 200 men 1n and about the
factory by the Governor’s particular orders”
Annesley added that even Ushoor Beg could not
stir abroad for fear of msolence and afironts, so
violent was the popular feehng *“ It is needless
to wite your Excellency,” he concluded, “ the
indignitys, slavigh nsages and tyrannical mmsultings
wee hourly bear day and night, and to expatiate
on so hatefil a subject would no wayes redress or
alleviate om sufferings

A spirited protest was mnade to the Governor by
Annesley against the ill-treatment to which he and
his countrymen were subjected on the flimsy pretence
that they were 1esponsible for the outrage that had
been commutted *° There weie,” he pomnted out
“a great many thieves on the sea We never
engaged to clear 1t of em  If the servants of the
Right Honourable Company had done pyracy we
would fo1 one rupee pay two I, as they sav
the Gunjsawaee was plundered by people trom
Bombay, the place 1s not so fax off but he might
soon send whom he pleased thither to satisfy hun.
self therein ” To thus the Goveinox repled, accoid-
ing to the 1ecord which Annesley penned of the
transactions *“ The ship was affirmed to be plun-
dered near Bombay, and severall are ready to
swear those that did 1t were known by them for-
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meily to be i actnal sexvice on the island  The
Nocquedah (captamn) says so publicly ” Annesley
promptly 1epudiated the allegation that the pirates
were diawn from the Company’s service “For
nine yeais past,” he wiote, “ have been the same
false aspeisions on us and all along wee have at
last appeared meichants and not pyiates If wee
were the latter, would wee live amongst them and
buing so many 100,000 rupees’ worth of goods to the
City * He might consider how unieasonable and
ndiculous 15 would be to expect anything of the
natme from persons meuting such a character
Weie wee pyrates would wee 10b under our own
colours and tell everybody who wee were? No,
1ather if wee had plundered the ship wee should
have sunk her, that 100 years after none should
have known what had become of hesr Wee have
declared, if 1t can be proved on us, wee will give two
for one, and do the same now agamn, but if 1t be
talse, then those that so wiongfully accuse us to
our prejudice must make us a full satisfaction of
that damage Is then King answeiable for any of
his 1unagate subjects that may do mischief abroad *
No moie 13 our punce or we for those of his that
have shoolk subjection to the laws and pyrate 1t up
and down If any of the Right Honowable Com-
pany’s subjects have done it, 1ts another matter
Our Genelall should be informed of the dishonow
and tyranny unieasonably laid upon us and wee
hoped a just iemedy would be tound ”
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To this the Governor vouchsafed no reply. but
that Annesley’s shrewd arguments were not without
thewr effect was shown by the circumstance that
the Mogul authority so far relaxed the strict
regulations the Enghshmen were living under to
permut them to wirte to Bombay m Enghsh and
Portuguese setting forth the facts of thewr -
prisonment

At a somewhat later date Annesley agamn ad-
dressed the Goveinor, pointing out to him the seri-
ous financial loss involved 1n the stoppage of the
trade of the port This communication the Gov-
ernor *‘ answered with more anger than reason " ob-
serving that “ he would have 1t considered that the
Servants of God m this affair had lost 200,000
rupees, by which many of them were turned
fuckeers;! and that for the five last years the
pyrates had taken our name, and this year that the
Gunsway was rtobbed, the Nocqueda posttively
affiimed 1t was by our people between Bombay and
Bassemn ”  As they could not clear themselves of
this they ought to find some expedient ‘" to wipe
off this aspersion and make our busyness go on”

The Governor’s attitude, all things considered,
was not an unreasonable one  Though Annesley was
probably 1gnorant on the subject it was an un-

! Faleer TProperly an indigent person, but speuvially
one poor 1 the sight of God 7, applied to a Mohammedan
religious mendieant and then loosely and inaccurately to
ITindoo devotees —HopsoN Joesox

«
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doubted fact that a number of Evory’s men were
Enghshmen who had once been in the service of the
East India Company  Most of them were deserters
who had thiown off their allegiance at the time of
Keigwin’s mutiny or subsequently m the disordera
created by the Sidhr’s invasion  They were double-
dyed ruffians who stopped at no villainy and the
Company’s service was the stionger hy their
abgsence But thewr outlaw character only served
to give additional force to the Mogul contention
that the piracy was a matter for which the Com-
pany could justly be held responsible  The Gover-
nor had the greater reason for holding the Enghsh
to ransom,in that he himself was becoming an object
of suspicion to the mob ¢ The strange violence and
mmpetuousness of the rabble,” Annesley wrote,
“contwnues still in that manner that none dare
appear for us thongh they know us mnocent There
being a stiong combination amongst them to the
contrary, he would be esteemed the common enemy
that should oppose st and stand up on the behalf
of unbeltevers against the true Mussulman All
castes and sotts of people declare themselves willing
to be our executioners would the Goveinor sur-
render us up, and the Mohammedans stick not to
call um Coufu (Kaffir—unbeliever) and say the
towne 1s s0 defiled that no praye: can be offered up
acceptable to God till justice 15 done ™

Sir John Gayer was highlv indignant when he
learned from Anneslev’s letter * the tidings of the
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unparalleled mdignitys” to which the Englich at
Surat had been subjected  His feelings overflowed
1 a letter he indited to the Suiat Council at the
end of September  How often have we heen
falsely chaiged ” he wrote ““Nay, how often
hath 1t been proved so and yett upon everv fiesh
alarm of a pyiate on the coast all 1s still laid upon
the English and the Company’s Chiefand C'ouncl,
and gentlemen of quality, must like the meanest
and basest ciuminals be clapt up m 1rons chamed
together like a company of doggs to secure then
Lives being made a sacrifice to the rabble Hath
1t not bin sufficiently proved that that 10cue that
did so much muschief for two years together (all
which was falsely charged on the English) ws done
by people of another nation and not the Enalish,
much less the Company’s servants, and we
further say, suppose it should be proved there 1»
Englsh pyrates in the seas as well as othel nations
1s the English East India Company to be charged
with their ciimes ® How unreasonable a thing
would that be Hasnot the great King of Industan
many pyrates on his own coast of his owne sub-
jects that robbs and plunders the vessels of his own
as well as the subjects of others, notwithstanding
all the care he takes to preventit ? And we cannot
but further add that its almost munaculous that
none of our nation have not turned pyrates m this
country, seeing 1ts so common for the Right
Honourable Company’s seivants (which should all
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be subject to the Company’s 1epresentatives here),
when they have committed never so great enormity
aganst the Company, presently fly to the protection
of the Government of the country whereby they are
secured from justice and the Company extreamly
mjured, as might be made appear by many proofs of
this nature Agamn, we say can 1t be mmag-
med, tf wee were guilty of such horrible crimes as 1s
laxd to our chaige by vile and unmeasonable men as
to robb the King’s ships and bung their money
50 10bbed to Bombay that wee should at the same
time send a ship of so consideiable a cargo to be
landed at the King’s poit and supply lus subjects
with so large a quantity of guns? Besides all
this wee are wilhng to stand the test against all that
can prove anything of this kind agamst us that live
round about where wee ate  Wheiefole, being so
mnocent of what wee are accused wee cannot but
desire of the Governor that justice may be done
them that so falsely accuse us, and so mjuriously
affront the King and his subjects to the extream
reproach of out persons and vast loss by the hindex-
ance of om tiade”

Notwithstanding all that they had suffered from
* the naughtiness of some 1l-mmnded men,’ and
in oider that they might to the utmost vindicate
their mnocence and show their zeal to the gmeat
King of Hindustan, (Fayer stated that so soon as the
captam and men of the Benjamin were icleased
they were piepared to send that ship and another
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to cruise down the coast as far as Anjengo for the
pirates They further promised that if their ships
arnved according to expectation they would send
a ship or two to act as convoy of the Mocha and
Jeddah fleets provided the Governor would under-
take that they should have such freights as would
defray the charges of the voyage



CHAPTER IX

The Emperor Aurungzebe and the
Pirates

Avrungzebe’s anger at the piracies—Aead Khan, the Prime
Mumster, turns his wrath from the English—The Sidh:
gives the Enghsh a certificate of character—The Em-
peror decides to make the Duteh and the French jomntly
responsible with the English for the pirates—Annesley’s
warmng to the directors as to the consequences of piracy
~—The Impenal decree arrives in Surat—Posttion of the
capbives in the Enghah factory—Plot against Annesley’s
Iiie by some of his fellow-prisoners—Vaux impheated—
Digaffectron amongst the ssilor captives—Captain Alex-
ander Hamulton mterrogated by Annesley—His con-
temptuous conduct—Removal of the guards from the
factory—Vaus & violent denunciation of Annesley and
of the (lompany

HE narrative now takes us to the Impeial
Camp, where Awungzebe was living 1n the
barbarc state which charactenised us peregmnating
Cowrt He was well advanced in years—*‘ old and
crazy,” as Annesley about this time descitbed him
Nevertheless his zule was a 1cal one, and we read of

bhim as an active partiapant 1 2ll the concerns of
173
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his immense Empire down even to munute details !
Pious according to his lights, he took a profound
interest mn rehgious questions and regularly cor-
responded with Holy Priests of the Faith in different
parts of his domumons  To such a monarch fanati-
cal and arrogant, the audacious crimes of Evory
were calculated to be as a spark mtroduced nto a
barrel of gunpowder

When the tale of infamy, which lost nothing in
1ts teling 1n the hands of the Harcoora, reached
Aurungzebe he gave way to the most violent parox-
ysm of rage, denouncing the English as nfidels and
swearing by the Prophet’s beard that they should
pay dearly for their sacrilegious acts  As a practi-
cal step of retributory justice he 1ssued orders that
the Sidh1 should be nstructed to mvade Bombay,
that 2 great army should be sent to attack Fort
St George, and that the Company’s officials and
goods should be seized m all parts of his dominions
Finally, the Emperor sternly ordered that the

1 * YWhen Emperor he (Aurungzebe) not only sat every day
himself to administer justice, but was attended by those who
were the most distingmished for therr knowledge of the laws,
men of learning made up reports of the cases, but the Emperor
humself exapnned them before he pronounced judgment
that he might diffuse the admimstration of justice over the
whole Empire he had an officer i the principal courts of the
provinces, and whenever he received any complaint respect-
g the conduet of a judge, he brought the accused before
him, put the accusation m his hands, and if he found um guilty

.

degraded and banished him "—Bruce s Annals Yol 2, p 72
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English should be placed under a perpetual ban of
bamshment if they did not “ find an expedient for
the secure navigation of hisships > A circumstance
which gave a keener edge to the Imperal feelings
of exasperation at this juncture was the action of
the Company n commg rupees bearing Persian
characters In this act Aurungzebe saw a menace
to his own prerogatives, a sort of lése-majesté with
the added turpitude which belongs to a dehiberately
msulting form of crime Never before m his
reign 1 fact, had the Emperor been so mcensed
against the Englsh

Fortunately for the English mterest 1t had at this
period a powerful friend at Cowt in the Prime
Mmster Asad Kharn This worthy was too well
informed to believe that the Enghsh Company
had any real part in the piracies  He knew, furthe:,
that the renewal of the warfare against them would
probably be a very onerous business, and that
i any event 1t would react disastrously on the
Imperial revenue Mingled with his solieitude
for the State interests was no doubt a lrvely sense
of the adverse effect that the expulsion of the
Enghsh would have on his own finances  Corrup-
tion was the bieath of the Mogul official’s lite, and
whatever the shortcomings of the English, they
were handsome bribers  Asad Whan theiefore,
found no dificulty when Awungzebe's rage had
abated, 11 1epresenfing to him that there might be
another side to the question—that these unclean



176 ANNESLEY OF SURAT AND HIS TIMES

mfidels might not be so black as they weie pamnted
by the Haicoora’s pen, and that m any event if
drniven away they would have # m their power
to mjure very sertously the trade and revenue ot
the Impenal Dommions

In order that the 1epresentations mught lose
nothing in werght the wily Vizier took care that they
should be 1einforced by a letter iom the Hdh
testifying to the mmnocence of the English of the
erimes 1mputed to them 0O King of Kings™
wrote the Mogul Admiral, * the Enghsh aie gieat
merchants and drive a vast tiade m your country
Tis well, for 1n these days Sir John Gayer, Generall
for the English that lives in Bombay, does very good
service to the subjects of your Majesty and that
m every respect Thele aie a great many hat
men (Huropean) thieves m these seas, but such
busyness 1s not from the Enghsh cast nor ever
will be” This certificate of character chinched
the matter Awmungzebe withdiew his oiders
and fell to discussing with his Mimster alternatives
to the stiong measwies he had just favoured
Asad Khan dexterously led his master’s nund to the
contemplation of the 1ssue of a general edict which
would make all the European nations trading m
India jointly and sevewally 1esponsible for the
satety of the Mogul ships Awungzebe who
with all his fanaticism was not deficient of common
sense percerved the substantial advantages as well
as the justice of this proposal and ramsed no difhi-
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culty to the signing of a decree calling upon the
Dutch and the French as well as the Enghsh to
supply ships for the protection of trade and to
provide compensatton for the Gunjsawace

While Asad Khan’s friendly measurves were
maturing, the Englsh at Surat were awaiting
with deep anxiety the course of events They
had suthcient knowledge as to the trend of opimon
at the Impenal Court to entertain no fear for their
Lives, but they dreaded the prospect ol an n-
definite extension of ther unprisonment with all
1ts hardships and humiliations

“ Qur personal disgrace, loss and troubles i the
shamefull, unjust 1mprisonment,” Annesley wrote
at the end of October, ““1s nothing so afflictive
a8 the publick dishonour of our King and country
by barbarous infidels who have violated the publie
farth given us by the Governor’s hospitality and
protection due to strangers If a severe resent-
ment follows not such practises, 1t will be a leadmg
card upon every shght occasion to the Persians.
Mallabais, Arabians, &c , to serve our countrymen
i the same manner A good Vakeel at Court
and some raritys to Asset Cawn (who was so lately
obliged to be our friend by a present of 30,000
rupees) with a few Persian horses every Dually
or New Year's Day to the King would have such
an awe on the severall Governors where the Right
Honourable Company’s busyness 18 that they dare

not abuse or tiample on us 1 this manner like a
M
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parcel of poor abject slaves” Annesley expressed
the hope that the Emperor would accept the
proposal of a convoy for the Mocha and Jeddah
ships, and would grant to the Company the Sidhi's
pay, which was Rs 4,00,000 per annum If this
happened, Annesley went on to say, Sir John
Gayer might be the first Fouzdar! *to secuie
the navigation of the Emperoi’s subjects from
puacy, and as his land fouzdars are responsible on
account of their salares to make good robbeivs
on the roads, you to satisfy all such losses on the
salt water” As for an exclusive farman, the
Governor assured them that he could easily pio-
cure 1t ““ These great and noble benefits,” An-
nesley concluded, ¢ will suffictently attone fo1 ow
present disgrace and loss and set the English
nation for ever out of danger of such abuses agan

The high hopes of a satisfactory settlement to
which the communication gives expression n its
first sentences were doomed to disappointmelnt
By the end of November theie had been a distinct
change for the worse in the captives’ prospects and
we have Annesley moralising n this strain 1n Ius
reports to Gayer * Had wee to do with men less
unreasonable Your Excellency’s complance (on
the subject of the convoy) had not met with -o

v Fowydar, Phousdar Properly a military commander
But 1n India an officer of the Mogul Government who was
mvested with the charge of the police and jurisdiction n
ceriminal matters —HopsoN Jopsow
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dilatory o1 rather no ietwns, nor should ever
the meanest of the English nation have found so
barharous treatment as wee have done, but
when there 1s no respect to hosprtality due to stian-
gers, nor vows and promises of protection given
them, what can be looked for except outrage and
unlimited arbrtrary piroceedings ?”

In the closing days of the year, the long-awaited
decree arrived fiom the Impeial Court 1t took
the anticipated form of a dizectron to the Governor
that all three European nations having factories
n Surat should send ships to search for and bung
m the pirates o1 pay the damages sustained by the
loss of the Gunjsawaee The comprehensiveness
of the edict cansed consteinafion m Fiench and
Duteh quaiters, wheie hitheito the mdignities
heaped upon the Enghsh had excited but a de-
tached and somewhat mahcious mterest To the
Dutch especially the Mogul’s ordeis were of serious
import, since they meant the complete derangement
of their numeious shippmg mvolving, 11 was
estimated, a loss of a mullon rupecs

Resistance however was not practicable 1 the
circumstances 1n which the factoires stood to each
other and with a wry face the obligation to turnish
a convoy—which the edict really amounted to—
was entered into, the Enghsh Company’s bond
being sent i to the (lovernor by Annesley on
January 6, 1696 By this time Abnesley had
become convinced ot the fuendliness of the Mogul
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offimal He writes of him almost with enthusiasm,
and refers to the suspicion he had brought him-
gelf under with hus Impenal master by the resolute
resistance he had offered to the mob’s demands—
“ the King intimating folly or bribery the reason of
espousing their cause” But Annesley makes 1t
clear that the Governor acted impartially, and
that “nothwig but his wonted mtegnty and
justice made him patromise an imjured cause ”

The captives naturally supposed that with the
giving of the bonds their release had become
imminent  They had, however, reckoned without
the infimte capacity of Mogul officialdom for
cireumlocution—a cold, caleulating circumlocution
which tantalised 1ts victims while 1t rifled thewr
pockets Week after week went by, the cold
geason merged into the torrid heat of a Guzerat
summel, without any sign bemg vouchsafed of
the opening of the port and the release of the
pnsoners  Meanwhile grave trouble had ansen m
the ranks of the captive commumty Misfortune
had brought together strange bedfellows and
there were continual dissensions Though the
prisoners were under strict surveillance, the torms
of the Company’s rale m the factory were mam-
tamned Anmesley thus was still as much as ever
“the Chief”” and on all questions of internal
discipline his word was law

Vaux from the first set himself to flout and
undermme  Annesley’s authomty He chafed
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under the restiant naposed upow hing, which he
believed to be due to the mtuigues of his old col-
Jeagues, who wanted to curry favour with their
employeis by keeping hmm where he would give
them no cause for anxiety We catch in Annes-
ley’s diary some hively ghmpses of the struggle
that went on between the two men m which the
dour, dogged resolution of the wiiter was pitted
against the cool msolence of Vaux

The feud ultimately assumed 1f Annesley 1 to
he believed, the character ot a conspiracy m which
Vaux deliberately plotted to take the Piesident’s
Ife  According to the evidence which was col-
lected for the information of the Bombay Council,
the design was to stab Aunuesley to death, and for
Vaux and the members of the Benjamin s ciew,
whose assistance he had enhisted to make a bold
dash for fieedom It seems piobable that the
whole affain was merely the outcome of a diunken
orgy 1n which wild threats were uttered bv some
of the seamen who thought that their release
might have been secured 1f the members of the
Counctl had opened their puise strings to the
official haiples who weie hovenng expectantly
around The Haicoora had openly stated that
he would obtamn the desied order for a considera-
tion of Rs 10,000, and the humbler captives had
quite convineced themselves that only a miggardly
thriftaness on the pait of the Couneil was prolong-
ing their sufferings
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Annesley, however, took the threats veiy ser-
ously and sent the Secretaiy to Vaux to demand
the names of those involved mn the conspuacy
“Vaux replied that he was not obliged to tell
him and never would, for the President had
written home to his dispaiagement, and his letter
had come into the hands of Sir Josiah Chuld ~ This
not being pertinent to the message that the Secie-
tary was sent on, he demanded an angwer  Vaux
said his answer was that 1f the Honourable Presi-
dent and Council wrote to him he would give them
a tickling answer (as his expression was)”’ As
nothing could be got out of Vaux, Ephraim Bendall,
a member of Council, interrogated Uphill as to
some statements he had made bearing on the
conspiracy  Uphill, however, excused himself
from answering, stating that when he used the
language attributed to him he was *“ fudled ”

The unmasking of the plot left the relations ot
the principal parties more strammed than ever
Vaux did not even tiouble to conceal his hatred
and contempt of Annesley from the general view
of the little commumty in the factory A few
days after the Secietary’s abortive mission Annes
ley’s protection was invoked by one of the Mogul
soldiers who had been thieatened with violence
by Vaux A messenger was sent by the President
to ask Vaux “ why he abused the Kmg’s soldtes’
In a great passion Vaux demanded to know why
he was detained “ He was not one of the Right
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Horcurable Company’s servants had eat none of
then bread and salt fo1 some time, and bid the
wessenger go tell the President he was a rogue, a
knave and a dog”  Annesley had 1eceived author-
1ty from Ushoor Beg to take disciplinary measures
agammst any inmate of the factory who was dis-
orderly and 1t would have been quite withm his
power to have had Vaux put i irons for his inso-
lence But the shrewd factor thought 1t best—
“mview of o unhappy crcumstances—to pass 1t
over for the present ” He doubtless remembeied
that 1 the FEast the judge to-day may be the
pLsonel to-moriow

Annesley’s absorbing cares due to conditions
within the factory had theiwr counterpart in the
tortuous negotiations which were still proceeding
with the authomties relafive to the settlement
Every day some new difficulty was raised to inter-
pose an obstacle to the reopeming of the poit
It was no doubt all a matter of hard ecash “ All
these men have their price,” might Annesley
with equal bitterness and greater truth than
Walpole have exclaiued as he surveyed the hungiy
crew of office-holders who clamoured about him
The Harcoora had 1eceived Bs 2,000 without any
good resulting and Annesley was not inchned to
entertam his extortionate demand for a fuither
Rs 10000 At the same time he and his Council
thought 1t well to hargam with hum * otherwise
wee know thevy will put some rub m our way,”
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states the entry in the diary At length after
much chaffering, the Harcoora’s interest was bought
for Rs 2,000 But this concession only served to
stimulate the voracity of other officials who con-
sidered that they were equally entitled to share
the sporl  Promment in the ranks of the claimants
for backsheesh was Ushoor Beg the Commander
This worthy, to extort money, made himself very
unpleasant over a permut which Annesley had
obtaned indirectly from the Goveinor to remose
from a lower to an uppe: apartment owing to illness
The Military Commander affected to resent the
mterference with his authonty and caused the
order to be revoked, persisting 1 his oppressive
conduct- - for Annesley was really 1ll—until a laige
sum had been paid by way of blackmail

The hot days of an Indian summer dragged
slowly on amid continual bickerings amongst the
prisoners, varied by occasional controverstes with
overbeanng officials intent on plunder  Annesley’s
mam preoccupation at the time was the prevention
of an open mutiny amongst the seafaring prisoners
who included besides the Benjaman's crew Captan
Alexander Hamulton, the Scotch interlopmng cap-
tam previously referred to In these extracts
from Annesley’s diary we get a vivid 1mpression
of the troubled life which was led 1n the factmy
i this time of captivity

“ Having been informed by several persons that
the Englishmen n ye factory designed to break
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thiough ye guards and having 1eason from several
disorders to believe 1t was true, wee concluded to
send for and examine the chief persons among them,
and accordingly sent for Alexander Hamilton, of
whom the Piecident fiist demanded why he ab-
sented from prayers and table He said he always
eat with M1 Vaux The President asked him,
Why so ? and whether the President had forlnd him
the Right Honourable Company’s table * He said,
No, but he had done woise 1Ile had bronght six
months’ ymprisonment on him by hindermng him
from employment The Prestdent asked him Why
he went not down o Bombay ? He said he had
no busmess theie Tt the Generall o1 Piesident
would show him the King’s order for 1t he would
go thither He had suffered enough there already
and would do so no more He used several inde
expressions, upon which the Piesident id him
retire, which he did

*“ Wee sent for ('aptain Richard Lavender, who
after some dizcourse told us that Captamn Hamilton,
the 7th Match, drew up a paper to ye President to
be signed by the English seamen, the purport
whereot was that they understood wee had hindered
thewr liberty by not performing our contract with
the Moors conceiming convoys to Mocha, and that
they would regain the English honour and their Itb-
erty tho’ with the hazard of their ives  This paper,
he said, was brought to him by Captain Hamilton,
but (as he <ays) he refused to sign 1t He also
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told us we weie blamed fo1 not standimng out against
the Moors at first The President told him wee
were prisoners before wee knew of the Gunsway's
bemng plundered, and wee had no ammunition nor
provisions

Either by peisuaston or threats Annesley con-
trived to keep his unruly associates 1n some sem-
blance of order His efforts were remforced by
Gayer. who wrote very strongly on the subject of
the threatened rising The Bombay Governor
asserted that no stone had been left untuined to
procure the prisoners’ enlargement and promised
that these eflorts should bhe contmued Violence
on their part at this stage he powmnted out, would
lead to the effusion of much blood and 15 might be
to seveler measures against the Company’s officrals
“ag well as a fresh imbrotling of then affairs and
the endangering the trade of India to our nation °
Therefore, he desned and commanded that they
should desist from all violent and nnwarrantable
practices on pain of severe punishment afterwaids
The letter had the effect of restraining the more
modeiate section of the mutineers, but the spuit
of demorahisation existing in the factory was not
to be exorcised by any thieats of an authouty
seated more than a hundred miles away This 15
clear from those entries i the diary which follow
immediately upon the record of the discussion
in Council upon Sn John Gayer’s letter

“May 23 This day the seamen of the Benjamen
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getting drunk at ye funeral of Mr Wm Morrice
(by the indiseretion of the steward in giving them
too much liquoi), get to blows with some of ye free-
men and made a great disturbance, but at length
were quelled

*“ The President ordeired ye allowance of Arrack
that used to be daily distributed among the seamen
to be stopt, and with muchado persuaded Ushoor-
beg not to shackle them They are very rude and
unruly and like wretches threaten to turn Moors
upon the President’s reprehending them, so we
are torced to let them alone and bear with their
impudence m ye best manner wee can”

Happily for Annesley his troublesome guaidian-
ship of the dissolute * wretches™ was now nearing
its tevmnation  After sundry false alarms, the
welcome trdings of the armval at Surat of the
Court’s ordeis for the reopemmng of the port
1eached the factory on June 27 and the same
day the Governor caused the irons to be removed
from the prisoneis and the guard to be withdrawn

The 1elease from his long and harassing imprison-
ment was for Annesley only the prelude to a
fresh set of worries He was called upon 1mmed-
ately to face a veiy serwous financial position
Debts had for along time past been accumulating,
and as soon as the news of the freeing of the English-
men was circulated, creditors collected, ddamouring
for payment On their own mitiative the Com-
pany’s brokers—Iisso and Vittul Parrack—pad
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out Rs 1,00,000 to the hungry company, ““ to stop
their mouths,” as they pubit, an act of presumption
that excrted Annesley’s keen indignation DMean.
while, the embarrassed President was receiving
“ vile, scurrilous letters ”* almost daily from Hamul-
ton and Vaux, thieateming all soits of pamns and
penalties for therr impusonment which they atti-
buted, probably with good reason, to Annesley’s
influence These miseries were only the foie-
1unner of a regular campaign conducted with the
object of securing revenge for their imprisonment
and depressing the Company’s ciedit One of
thelr manceuvres was to cite the Company's
brokers before the local officials m 1espect of debts
sald to be due by them to Vaux and Uphill

This action was directly contrary to the principle
for which the Company had always firmly con-
tended—that the native authonty had no locus
stands m matters of dispute between the Company
and 1ts servants, and Annesley wrote a strong
letter to Vaux, pomnting out the pernicious tendency
of the course he was pursning, inasmuch as 1t would
show the Mogul officials how to undermne the
ancient privileges of the Enghsh Vaux made a
characteristically violent reply, stating that the
Company had robbed him 1n respect of a ship ot
his that they had seized, and declanng that he
would not desist from the method that he had
adopted to obtain his rights Annesley retoited
that he had expected to receive a civil answer and
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that on his part he would not be deterred from
maintainimg the Company's privilege by Vaux's
bluster ““To which,’ wrote Annesley, “he re-
turned a most scuirilous answel, so we resolved to
write um ho more™ It was easier to stop the
cortespondence than to close Vaux’s mouth The
mterloper, in company with Hamilton, went about
Surat proclaiming that the Company were thieves
who had not only filched hom him, but, what was
2 much more hemnous offence, had rohhed © the
Moors ”’ to the extent of several lakhs of rupees
The natural effect of this propaganda was to keep
alive 1 the native mund the suspicion that the
English Company was leagued with the pirates and
directly responstble for the evils of which most of
the Surat traders had had only too painful ex-
perience



CHAPTER X
Kidd the Pirate

Further acts of pwacy—* That grand willamn Sners com-
monly called Chivers "~——Remarkable immumnity of the
prrateg—Royal Proclamation agamst Evorv and s
agsoclates—An expedition to extirpate the prrates de
cded upon—Captain Wilhlam Eidd appointed to cum-
mand 1t—Hiz anstocratic backers—Kidd sails i the
Adventure—Refits at New York and proceeds to the Last
—He turns prate—Captures the Queda Merchant a
valuable Surat-owned ship—The crews of the Compans s
ships Moco and Josigh mutiny and jon Kidd—-Further
depredations—The Dorrill’s successful fight with 2
prrate—EK1dd’s later carcer—Tnal and execution

“ Y F there be not care taken to suppress pyrats n

India and toimpower yom servants theie to
punish them accoiding to then deseits, without
fear of being traduced for what they haive done
when they return to their native country i's pro-
bable therr throats will be all cut 1 a Ditle tune
by malefactors and the natives of the countiy n
revenge for their frequent losses, as well as vour
Honours’ trade 1n India wholly lost” So wrote

Sir John Gayer to the directors n the earlv davs
150
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of 1697 The months which had mteivened
between Annesley's release and the penmng of
this commumication had been one long 1ecord of
trral and stram owing to the ever-present menace
which the piratical outrages constituted for him
and his colleagues i the Surat factory So far
fiom there bemg any lessening of the activity
of the pirates owing to the measures of protection
enforced by the Mogul authouity, the seas had
become more dangeious to peaceful traders than
ever

In 1696 a new cspnant for the dubious prece-
dence 1n infamy in the Indian Ocean appeared
on the scene 1n the peison of—to use the designa-
tion given lum by the then Deputy-Governor of
Bombay—* that giand wvillamn Siveis, commonly
called Chivets” This 1uffian and hs associates
ravaged the native shipping fiom the Persian Gulf
to Cape Comonn on one side, and fiom the same
pomt to the Red Sea on the other A fine ship
belonging to Abdul Guffore sailing m the Gulf vwas
stopped and robbed of a large amount of money
and valuable caigo A little Jater news came m
from Mocha that two ships belonging to the
Company’s brokeis 1n Bombay had been taken off
“the Babs,’—the Stiaits of Bab-el-Mandel—
with the result that ** the litile merchants” on
the 1sland were ““almost broake ™ These vessels
were captured by * two small pirates, one of 14
the othe1 of 13 guns, 1n each about 150 men, almost
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all English ” According to the official narrative
which gives these facts, the prrates laid hands on all
the money they could find, using the native crew
very barbarously to extort mformation as to
hidden specie Meanwhile, another pmate ship
was crmsing along the Malabar Coast, carrying
terror 1nto the hearts of native traders by its
brutal depredations Confronted by such a cata-
logue of crime, mvolving the English name m a
fashion neither to be demed nor extenuated, it 1s
not surpnising that Annesley trembled for his
liberty and that Gayer raised a sharp note of warn-
mg as to the consequences which must follow
to Englsh trade if such practices were continued

A remarkable feature of this European piracy
m the Indian Ocean at the close of the seventeenth
century was the almost complete mmpunity with
which 1t was practised It seemed to be nobody’s
business to suppress the movement The Dutch
left 1t severely alone, the Enghsh were irutated
by 1t, but preferred not to adopt eflective measures
of repression, the French were easily tolerant
As for the Mogul authority, s power at sea was
no mateh for the powerfully armed and heavily
manned corsairs of the pirates, which as potential
enemies were equal to almost any vessels then
satling the eastern seas A reason for the
policy of non-interference pursued by the English
Company’s commanders towards the pirates s,
no doubt, supplied by the sentences quoted above
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fiom Gayer's letter, m which a plea 18 made for
enlaiged powers for dealmg with the pest

The night of the East India Cumpany to exer-
cise jurisdiction over Enghsh subjects outside its
own settlement was, to say the least, doubtful.
and the distinction hetween the mterloper and
the pirate was at times so difficult to draw in the
absence of direct evidence of crime that the Com-
pany’s agents weie perhaps reluctant to take
action m wview of the legal consequences that
might flow fiom excesmive zeal Furthermore 1t
15 to be feared that some of the baser sort of the
offiials of the Enghsh factories were too closely
mterested m the pirates’ enterprises to have any
desire to interfere with them They trafficked
in the plundered cargoes, and there 1s one instance
on 1ecord 1n which a man who had just previously
been a factor on the Malabar Coast actually pur-
chased a ship which the pirates had taken at sea

The quite neighbourly ielations which existed
between the iegulars and the irregulars 1n the
Indian Ocean 1s cunously 1illustrated by a letter
preserved amongst the Indian aichives, mn which
Evory wntmg to the commanders of the Com-
pany’s ships, gave thent a mgnal by wich they
might make themselves known to hm at sea
and so he able to escape his possibly unwelcome
attentions In this communication the yurate
leader said that hig men weie * hungty, stout and

resolute,” hut that they never had wronged, nor
N
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ever would wrong, either English or Dutch  Fur-
nished with such proof of benevolent necutiality
towards them on the part of the pirates, the
Company’s commanders were possibly glad to
turn a blind eye on the piracy, the suppression of
which 1n any event was no part of then business

It was not until the news of the nnprisonment of
Annesley and his colleagues at Surat reached
England m the early partof 1696 that the autho:-
ities at India House awakened to the perl that the
piracy carted for their trade i India  They then
appealed to the Government to take vigorous
action, representing the gravity of the crisis and
suggesting the despatch of an expedition under
official auspices for the destruction of the puates’
lair at St Mary’s, Madagascar  In response to this
call the anthorities eaused to be 1ssued a Royal
Proclamation offering a reward of £500 for the
capture of Evory, and threatenmg the utmost
rigour of the law agamst all who were mvolved
with bim as associates 1 infamy Evoiy, in the
meantime, had abandoned his career and prudently
realised his assets by the sale of hus ship and cargo
i the West Indies He was never brought to
justice, but a number of his crew having 1ndie-
creetly returned home early 1 1697, were seized
put upon their trial and executed after the manner
of pirates— being hanged between hugh and low
water at Execution Dock 17

1 Execution Dock Wapping 1n the East, on the left bank
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The larger question of direct measures for the
suppression of piracy was not lost sight of by the
authonties Lack of funds, however, stood mn
the way of action The Exchequer had been
depleted by the heavy expenses of the war with
France, and the Government, at theirr wits’ end
to piovide money for the ordinary charges of
adnumstration, found 1t impossible to finance so
costly an enterprise as an expedition for the
destruction of the pirates’ orgamsation would
necessallly be  As a solution of the problem the
Eail of Bellamont who about this time was
proceeding to New York as Governor, proposed to
the Admiralty a scheme by which the expedition
would be cairied out under private auspices The
idea was that money should be provided by what n
the commercial texminology ot our day would be
called a syndicate. and that with the funds thus
obtained a ship should be equipped and manned
and sent out as a puvateer with letters of marque
and a special commisston under the Great Seal

Viewed m the hight of modern practices 1t was
an extiaordmary allangement, but at the time 1t
appeals to have excted no misgiving and the
necessary formalities were expeditiousty carried

of the Thames, Just bilow Vapping New Stairs, described by
Stow ar ' the usual place of execution for hanging of pirates
and sea rovera at the low-water mark, and there to remain
t1ll thire tides had overflowed them —ZLondon, Past ard
Present
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through Associated with Lord Bellamont i the
venture were four of the most distingwished men
of the time—the Harl of Oxford, then First Lord
of the Admiralty, Lord Somers, the Lord Chan-
cellor , Lord Romney, Secretary of State, and Lord
Shrewsbury one of the Lords Justices Anothel
partner 1 the enterpmse, and the most active
promoter of 1t, was a certam Colonel Livingstone,
a man of considerable social standing, whose opmn-
ions appear to have carried great weight with his
fellow venturers

For the pmposes of the expedition 2 vessel named
the Adventure was fitted out and furnished with an
armament which was calculated to make 1t a
formidable adversary of any ship that 1t was likely
to encounter m Indian seas The important
question of the selection of a commander was prac-
tically settled by Colonel Livingstone, who put
forward so strong a recommendation m favour
of a certain Captamn Wilham Kidd that the other
members of the combination accepted this nomina-
tion without demur Kidd was represented as a
bold, dashing fellow whose fine seamanlike quahties
derived an added value from the fact that he was
well acquamted with the pirates’ base in Mada-
gascar If the eminent promoters had had the
shghtest knowledge of the condittons of sea hfe
in the East, they would have distiusted Kidd’s
very special qualfications for the undertaking—
qualifications which were hardly those of an honest
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gallor Bub the sea sense of the Englsh had
sadly degenerated since the days of Blake, and the
Indian Ocean was a far cry to the statesmen of the
Revolution, whose absorbing cares were mainly of
the domestic order 8o Wilham Kidd, destined in
dne course to blossom mto the most redoubtable
pirate who ever besmirched the honour of England,
was sped on his voyage with the good wishes of
men of the highest eminence m the Government

Sailing from Plymouth in May, 1696, the 4dven-
ture, 5 few weeks later, reached New York, where
she recerved her complement of 155 men When
the arrangements for the voyage were completed,
Kidd proceeded direct to St Mary’s, Madagascar,
where he appears to have arrived about the end of
the year  After spending some time 1 the vicimty
of the pirates’ well-fortified stronghold, the Aduven-
ture went to the entrance of the Red Sea, wheie
1t crmsed tor some time Kidd’s purpose here
can only be divined 1t may have been to seaich
for puates whose favouribe haunt was about the
Stiaits of Bab-el-Mandeb, 1t 1s moie likely, 1n
view of later events, that he was on the look-out tor
the Indran shipping passing to and from the Red
Sea ports, with a view of plundering t  What-
evelr his puipose he soon abandoned his cruising
ground for a more agireeable one off the Malaba:
Coast

Aniving outside Calicut i the early part of
1697, Kidd appeared in his true colours—these
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were not the emblems of the traditional pirate but
the Cross of St George used as a cover to an avowed
policy of plunder There has seldom been a
more audacious and never a more mischiesous
misuse of official forms Much after the fashion
of Keigwin at Bombay, though without a grain of
his patriotism, Kidd actually posed as the legion
mate agent of the Crown On any and everv
occaston he drew out 1n solemn form the King's
Commussion with the Great Seal of England
attached, and almost persuaded his vietims that
they weie being despoiled not to minwster to the
sordid gams of a ruffianly pnate, but in pursuance-
of a deliberate State policy

Kidd’s first prize was a barque owned by a Duteh-
man of Surat While peacefully anchored mn the
roadstead at Calicut the vessel was pounced upon
by the piate, and after being ufled of special
goods was despatched to Madagascar to be re-
fitted for offensive purposes On the second day
i February, flying for much higher game, the
pirate commander chased and captured the Queda
Merchant, a large native ship of 400 tons bwithen
manned for the most part by natives, but with an
Enghshman named Wright as captan and a few
other Europeans in subordinate positions .\
rich cargo, estimated at the time to be weith
Rs 4,060,000, about £50,000 of modern monev fell
as spoil to the thieves It was yielded to them with
the shup without a vestige of resistance and the
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fact subsequently tended m no swnall measure to
strengthen the belief widely pievalent i Indian
quarters that you had only to scratch the Enghsh-
man to find the pirate

But probably less than justice was done to
Wright by the popular suspicion of the tume that
he was i league with Kidd and a shaier 1n the
spoils  Gayer at all events, defended him warmly
fiom the aspersion, and his view that the ovei-
whelming chaiacter of the odds against Wright
was quite sufficient to explain his conducet may be
accepted as tairly conclusive on the subject
Nevertheless, 1t was most unfortunate that the
English name should have been Iinked with the
commanders of the pirate and the captured ships
The association had an immense mnfluence m
depressing the alieady low standard of esteem
m wihich the Enghsh mn Western India were held
at this peuod

RKidd’s fame as a pirate quckly arculated
thioughout the REast, and biought him many
adherents from the moie 1estless section of the
English seamen class His most notable recruits
wele the meater part of the ciews of the Hast India
Company's fiigate the Mocho and o smaller ship,
the Josinh  The Mocho’s crew, duning the vessel’s
voyage to (‘hima, 10se m mutiny, mmdered the
captan, and tuined the other officers with a few
loyal members of the crew aduift in a small hoat
The unfortunates were for a ture i desperate
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straits, but fortunately when off Acheen they fell in
with the Joseah, and though the crew of that
ship had also mubtmied, they took compassion on
the party and put them in the way of getting a
safe passage to Madras

In a bnef space, no doubt by pre-concerted
arrangement, the Mocho and the Joswh jomned
forces with Kidd off the Malabar Coast Other
additions were made to the pirate’s strength by the
arming of prizes, and so eventually a regular
pirate fleet came into being, armed and equipped
as few forces in those waters, outside the squadions
of the Dutch and Enghsh Companies had been
Intent on the complete domination of the tiade of
the Indian Ovean, Kidd dwtributed his forces witle
the skill of a sea strategist He himself mn the
Adventure with several other ships acting as
auxiharies cruised from Cape Comoiumn to Quilon,
so that any ship bound to or from Bengal could
with difficulty escape him The Mocho ingate
and another vessel pled between Acheen and the
Straits of Malacca, and one or two other ciaft
exercised a general oversight of the northein
routes i the Indian Ocean All told the piate
fleet mounted 120 guns, and was manned by not
less than 300 Europeans, of whom the gieat
majority were Iinglishmen The organmsation of
the ships followed much on the lhines of the vessels
of the East Indin Company’s fleet There were
the usual 1atings and the larger craft at all events
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cairied a surgeon Provisions were obtained from
the shore and were almost mvariablv paid for at
handsome rates DMumtions and stores not forth-
commg from local sources were drawn from the
base at Madagascai, which appears to have been
a 1egular pirate arsenal and {fortress combined
Altogether a more formidable menace to peace-
ful shrpping in the East could hardly have been
created m that dav

Towairds the end of 1697, Kidd put m at the
Laccadive Islands and careened his ship A
wivid narrative of his stay there figures in the
Bombay records which tell us how the pirate gang
““1avisht the women and murthered men women
and children > This diversion ended, Kidd took
his vessel to Tellicheriy, where he encountered the
Company’s shups Fast Indin Merchant and Sceptre
Fmdmg thenr company uncongemal he made
off for Calicut where he seized a small ship at
anchor with the view of obtaining supphes While
Kidd was awaiting the return of the master, who
had bheen coerced to proceed ashore for this pur-
pose, the East India Merchant came upon the
scene The reappealance of the wvessel on his
tiacks aroused the pitate s suspicion and fearny
that he might be cut oft by the Sceptre he howsted
sail and stood to the southward  As his ship was
passing the Eust Indwa Merchant, those on the
latter witnessed a scuffle m which Kidd fiued a
pistol at his quartermaster, who was piacticaliy
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the chief mate of the puate craft It was merely
a passmng ghmpse, but 1t spoke eloquently of the
stern disciphne mamtammed by Kidd over his
ruffianly assocrates

Shortly after this episode Kidd. when south of
Anjengo on the same (Malabay) Coast, fell in with
the Loyal Captawn, another of the Companys
ships  To prevent Kidd’s “ hungiy crew ” hoaid-
ing s vessel, (aptain How of the Loyal Captuwn
visited the Adventure, *‘ where he was piett
cwvilly treated and the King’s Commission shoan
him, to which he showed due 1espect  Theieupon,
““ with several small piscashes ! that he made and
flatterng discourses,” Kidd, thmking that the
visitol’s cargo of sugal was not woith taling
was disposed to let him go, “ but the ship’s
company, having received a false mformation
from a Dutch smustees * on board the Loyal Cap-
tawn that theie was abundance of siver and dia-
monds in her, went to polemg, and the majoity was
for takmng the ship” In the end, however Kuidd
and his party prevailed “and next mormng Mi
How was dismissed, tho’ not without menaces
from many of the company

The Loyal Captewn was mole fortunate than
most of the vessels which had the musfortune to
fall .n with Kiwidd The general pactice of the

1 Presents

? Musiees Persons of mixed blood Spamsh Mestizo,
half breed Amer Mestee or Mustee



KIDD THE PIRATE 203

rovers was to make prizes of all trading ships woirth
taking and pack then crews mnto small boats
to shift as best they mught Actual violence was
rale because 1esisfance was wusually hopeless
There were occasions, however, when 1 spite of
then formidable strength the pnates were baffled
by the courageous detexnmination of then intended
victims  Amongst the Indian aichives, for ex-
ample, 18 a delightfully spiited account of how the
commander of the good ship Dorrnll fieighted
fiom Bombay apparently by the East India
Company’s officials, beat oft a 1uffianly rover
which was either one of Kidd’s squadren or in
close association with 1t The nairative tells us
how when passing through the Stiarts of Malacea
on July 7 1697 at five o’clock in the morning,
the Dorridl fell in with 4 strange slip  Solomon
Lloyd. the supeicaigo, had his suspicions of the
vessel and mmmediately caused guns to be rased
fiomn the hold and mounted and ammunition
hiought up ready for emergencies The nanative
proceeds — Seemng if would could not gett
fiom him, he far out sailing us, the Captam 1ie-
solved to see what rogue would doe Soe ordered
to haul all our small sails and furled our mainsail
He, seemng this, did the hike, and as drew near us
beat a drum and sounded trumpetts and then
hailed us 4 times before (we} answered hun Ab
last 1t was thought fit to know what he would say
Soe ye boatswain spoke to him ”’
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A long colloquy ensued, mm which the name of
the strange ship was given as the Resolufion, and
1t was stated that she was commanded by a man
named Collyped, who was 1dentified by the captain
of the Dorrdll as a former gunner’s mate in Bom-
bay who some time previously had 1un off with a
small craft and gone pirating This was enough
information to make a certainty of what had
formerly been only a suspreion as to the strangei’s
character The worthy Solomon Lloyd therefore
gave additronal touches to his defensive anrange-
ments to ensure that he was not taken at a dis-
advantage

“Then 1t grew a great calm Wee could dis-
cerne a fellow on ye yunarter deck wealng a sword
As he diew near this hellish mp cryed, * Stuke
you doggs, which (we) perceived was not by a
general consent for he was called away Ow
boatswain 1n a fury ran upon ye poop unknown to
ye captam and answered that wee would stiike o
noe such doggs as hee, tellmg him the 10gue Evory
and all his accomplices were all hanged The
captain was angry that he spoke without orders
Then ordered to hail him and askt what was his
reason to dogg us Omne stept forward on ye fore-
castle, beckoning with his hand, and said * Gentle-
men, Wee want not your ship nor men, but maoney
Wee fold them had none for them but bid them
come up along ow side and take 1t as (they) could
gett 1t 1 them A parcel of blood hound rogues
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clashed their cutlasses and said they would have
1t or our heart’s blood Saymg *What do you
not know us to be the Mocko 7 Ow answer was
‘Yes, Yes’ Thereon they gave a great shout and
soe they all went out of sight and wee to om
quarters They were goimng to hoist colours but the
ensigne halhards broke which our people per-
celving gave a gleat shout, soe they let them
alone As soon as they could bung then chase
guns to bear fiied upon us and soe kept on om
quarters Our guns would not bear 1n a small
space, but as soon as did we gave them better than
did ke Iis second shott caried away our sprit
sall yard, about 1 an hour after or more, he came
up alongside, and soe wee poured m upon him and
continued sometimes broadsides, and sometimes
3 01 4 guns as opportumty presented and could
bung them to do best sertvice He was going to
lay us athwait ye hause, but by God's providence
Captamn Hde frustrated lis intent by pounng a
broadside mto him which made hmm give back
and go asterne where he lay and paused without
firng Then 1 a small space firted one gun, ye
shott came 1n at our Round House window without
damage to any person After which he filled
and bore away and when was about } mile off
fired 2 gun to leward which we answered by
another to windwaid About an hour after he
tacki and came up with us agam  'We made no
sail but lay by to receive him, but he kept a loff
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off The distance at most 1 all om firnng was
never more than two ships’ length The time of
our engagement was from % an hour after eleven
till about 3 after noon When came to see what
damage was sustammed found our chief mate M
Smith wounded n the leg, our barber had two of
his fingers shott off, the Gunner’s boy had hislegg
shot off, ye boatswain’s boy (a lad of 13) was shott
m ye thigh (other minor casualties) Wee gatethe
Almighty om most condign thanks for his meicy
that delivered us not to ye worst of enemies for
truly he was strong, having at least an hundied
Furopeans on board, 34 guns mounfed besides
10 pattereurs and 3 morters in the head ’

Truly a gallant action and one worthy of the
best traditions of the East India Company s ser-
vice If the spint of the Dorrdll captain and her
crew had been more common, the cankex of puacy
would not have bitten so deeply as 1t did nto the
Indian trade But the times were not propitious
for the cultivation of the type of loyal courage that
was needed to deal with the pirates Humble
seamen could not be expected to emulate the
higher virtues when they saw the gieatest m
therr native land subsidising the puate kg and,
as they may well have supposed, participating mn
the spoils of his infamy

It hes outside the purpose of this work to follow
Kidd closely though the iarous stages ot his
later career  Suffice 1t to sketch him quittmg the



KIDD THE PIRATE 207

Indian seas, gorged with Ius 1ll-gotten gains, at the
end of 1698, aruving in New York and undeigoing
arrest by the oideis of his patron the ¥arl of
Bellamont, and finally bemng tried m England
and -uffeimg a malefactor’s deom at Execution
Dock on May 23, 1701 A spurous interest has
been excited 1n later times by the question whether
the evidence on which Kidd was convicted was
suffictent to hang him There was httle or no
duect testimony of his misdeeds and his defence—
that he was acting under the duress of mutinous
followeis—was sufficiently plausible to afford
ground to1 the argument that he mght have been
a wronged man  But no one who has investigated
the documents bearmmg on his career m the East
can be under any sort of doubt as to the complete
justice of his sentence He was a ruffianly crimu-
nal who did mfimite mischiet to his countiy’s cause
i the East, and he 11chly deseived the punishment
meted out to hhm  His sole ment in the pages of
history 15 that his share of the spoul of the Queda
Merchant and  other ships—£6,472—went to
augwent the endowment of Greenwich Hospital
where so many old sailors in subsequent years were
to find a safe haven in the evening of their lite



CHAPTER XI

Annesley’s Fall fromn Power

Cntical condition of Annesley and his colleagnes—Death of
the Governor—His fmendship for the English—The ncw
Governor a different type of official—The Queda JMer-
chant outrage—Mocullees Khan, a great noble interested
n the vesgel--Annesley bribes the Harcoora to secure a
good report—Inaction of the authorties—The Eiors
Proclamation Bowdlerised—=Sir Jobn Cluld s cstate—
Knavery of the Parrakhs—Anmesley and Vaux at open
enmity—A hvely correspondence—Death of Vaux hv
drowning—Vaux’s diary—The Court of Directors’ dis
trust of Annesley—8Sir John Gayer’s adverse reports on
Annegley—The Court of Directors dismiss Anneslev from
their service and appomt Stephen Colt 1 his place—
Annedley 8 defence—Captain Alexander Hamilton & 1sper-
sions on Annesley’s character

AS the successive accounts of Kidd’s depreds-

tions reached Surat the posttion of Annesley
and lus fellow-countrymen became more critial
They could no longer assume the attitude of
mjured innocence taken up 1 the earlier troubles
It was useless to assert that the English were not
to be 1dentified with the pirates when stories were

being brought m daily of motvements of piratical
208
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aatt crtammed with Enghsh seamen, many of
whom weie actually 1ecogmised by 1ehable native
satlors as former sexvants of the East India Com-
pany 1t was equally puiposeless to maintan that
the marauders werc melely outlaws of the class
that every countiy possessed when the puate
commander sailed under the English colours and
possessed credentials whose authenticity was be-
vond dispute  All that the unfortunate English-
men, hving under the heavy cloud of their nation’s
dishonom, could do was to make themselves as
inconsprcuous as possible and hope agammst hope
that the dastardly deeds of then countiymen
would not result i then being made to suffer for
then compatiiots’ sins

Cheeiless as Annesley’s outlook was at this
juncture 1t was made additionally depressing by the
death of the Governor who had proved himself so
well disposed to the Company’s servants on the
occaston of the previous cusis  ““ He was a friend
to the English nation and of extraoidinary justice
and uprightness, that opprest none and took no
biibes  was Anuesley’s striking {inbute to him n
announcmg his death to his supertors The new
(Hovernor differed i every respect fiom his prede-
cesso1  Repoit said that he had puichased his
office tor a lakh of rupees after a severe compet:-
tion with rivals The statement was suppoited
from the first day of his assuming office by his

conduct, which was that of a greedy intolerant
o
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official mntent on using power for private aggian-
disement Annesley, who was a shrewd judge of
Inen, glves an interesting picture of him as he
appeared when he had been nearly a twelvemonth
m power ‘‘ He has great frmends, and so much wit
mn his sensuality,” said the factor, ** to feed them
with part of what he extorts as he hought his
place by their means So that 1t 13 not probable
the abuse of his power will 1each the King’s ea1
as soon as we deswre” An eaily taste of the
Governor’s quality was suppled almost immediately
after his arrival in Surat when, on Kisso and Vittul
Parrakh bemg dismissed from employment as the
Company’s brokers and their uncle Venwallidas
appointed 1n their stead, blackmail to the amount
of Rs 7,000 was levied ere the new broker was
allowed to act

The affan of the Quede Merchant made the
greater stir m Surat because of the circumstance
that the niled cargo belonged to one of the prin-
cipal Lords of Aurungzebe's Court, Mocullees
Khan Where a mere merchant hke Abdul Guflore
suffered, sympathy at Court was laigely 1egulated
by the amount of backsheesh that the victin was
able to distribute  But when any m the Cowmt
circle wele hit the loss became a peisonal one and
a very dufferent sequel 1esulted In the case of
the Queda Merchant the sty of wiong lost no-
thing in the telling  The Nakoda, o1 native captain,
burning with resentment, went hotfoot to Cowmt,
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painting on the way lund pictures of the dongs of
Kidd, whose Commission under the Royal Seal
he was able to give evidence of having actually
seen Soon came news brought to the Englsh
factory by an Armeman that Mocullees Khan
“ had presented them all befoie the King, and laid
1t to our (the Enghsh) chaige alone, requesting
a (Goozebunder 01 messenger to carry orders to their
Governor to folce us to make satisfaction for themr
loss or bring Samuel Annesley and the chief
broker to Court to answer before the King  which
't1s said 18 granted,” added the report A further
communication placed the damages which Mocul-
lees Khan bad mstructed his broker to demand
from the Company at Rs 1,50 000

Annesley 1ested under no mmsapprehension as to
the consequences which would follow from the
pirate’s depredations Even a few weeks before
the ecrowning example of Kidd’s 1ascality had been
furmished 1n the capturc of the Queda Merchant he
had given his support to the warnmg that had
already gone to London fiom Bombay as to the
certain effect of these continuous outrages at sea
* Your honours’ estate, trade and sexvants’ hberty
and lves here” he wrote, “are m continpall
danger and may be shortly so all over India Wee
are at this instant puisoneis at large and how soon
wee may be strarter confined by the Governor or
massacied by the 1abhble God alone knows”

Annesley added that *‘ the damage these 1ogues
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had done to the mhabitants of Suratt and the other
adjacent towns was estimated at the enormous
figure of Rs 50,00,000 As a practical step to
neutralise the mischief Annesley had by the usual
means made fnends of the Harcoo1a  In explana-
tion of what he had done he wrote ** This fellow’s
letters gamn strange credit at Cowt and answers
generally he procures according to his mind
He is a dangerous man to be displeased  Therelure
tho’ at some chaige wee must keep him ow fiiend
for without 1t he mjures all he has to do with

The couise of events appeared to indicate that
the Harcoora’s mterested efforts to put the best
possible face upon the Company’s position 1
regard to the pirates had not been without effect
Or 1t may have been, as stated at the time that
Amungzebe was apprehensive that too diastic
action would lead to the withdiawal of the convovs
of the Mocha and Jeddah ships for which he had a
tender solicitude owing to then association with
the pilgnmage Anyway, none of the die con.
sequences that had been feared followed A
stein letter fiom the Covernor demanding that
guarantees should be given for the cleanng of the
seas of pnates and that damages should be pail
m respect of the Queda Merchant was the only
untuediate sign of a coming storm

Annesley 1 his cautious way, avoided any
action which might give the authoiities an opening
for rarsing unpleasant new issues o1 unduly pressing
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old controveisies  Thus 1t happened that when
the Royal Pioclamation agamst Evory was re-
cerved mstead of immedtately placing 1t befoire the
Governor as proof of good faith, as the directors
clearly antrcipated they would, Annesley and s
Counall deaded not to malke the Proclamation
public “ because,” they explaned i wnting to
Lrndon, *““af wee acknowledge that these country
ships were lately 10bbed by Englishmen and the
plunder conveyed to HEngland they may: require
satisfaction of us, and ye mroclamation specifying
ve number of men to Le 130 and each of then
shaies of the plunder 1000£ will dnect them what
to demand ”

At the same time 1t was no doubt desnable that
some 1information as to the proceedings m England
should be given Theiefore Annesley stated, the
Council had @ven their own discieet version of the
rescript which was that “lus Majesty bemng m-
formed that seveial of his subjects have joyned
with some of other nations to 10b on ye high seas,
hath ordered them to be brought to justice and
promised rewayds for each of their persons,and ye
Right Honourable Company abhorrng such wil-
leinous practices have done ye same” Even a
Mogul official would have tound 1t difficult to make
capital ont ot this extremely wary deelaration

It was not alone the immnence of serious trouble
with the Mogu! Government that caused Annesley
anxiety at this junctme Vaux was a perpetual
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source of annoyance A loud-mouthed, excitable
individual not overburdened with scruple, he was
the type of man to be a very dangerous enemv in a
crisis 1n which he was not directly involved and
against one of the parties to which he entertamned
a strong antagomsm Strangely enough, Annes-
ley’s earhest relations with him after their mutual
release from captivity were of a quasi-friendly
character They had to do with the realisation of
Sir John Cluld’s estate, a very extensive one
amounting 1 value, 1t was asserted to £100 000

Lady Child had marrted George Weldon. the
envoy to the Mogul Court, and was awaiting the
opportunity of taling passage with him to Eng-
land when the episode of the Queda Merchant
occurred Pending departure, “ Lady Weldon”
as she was wrongly styled, enlisted Anneslev’s
and Vaux’s aid 1n dealing wath a complication which
had arisen through the exeicise of a characteiistie
prece of knavery by the Pariakhs Soon after
Child’s death the wily Banians sent i a new and
entirely false charge on the estate It was dis-
puted by the trustees and the matter by agree-
ment was referred to the Agent and Council at
Surat But when the awaid was delivered against
the claim by Annesley and Vaux the Panalhs 1e-
pudiated 1t because 1t was not formallv made by
Annesley 1 Council

It 18 not clear why Vaunx was called 1n to assist
mstead of Annesley’s colleagues Most piobably
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bemg a close fitend of Mrs Weldon he was re-
quested by her to act on her behalf in the matter
Whatever the explanation, 1t 1s obvious that the
Panakh’s plea was a mere subterfuge Annesley
was extremely indignant at the attitude assumed
by the ex-brokers * Were the Parracks gulty
of no other 11l actions,” he wrote to Gayer, ““this
alone 1s enough to make them abhorred hy all
honest men  that they should dare to injure the
dead and wrong the widow and fatherless— and
such a lady as was their master’s relict—in no
mean and inconsiderable summes We question
not Your Excellency will (exercise) justice on such
monsters of baseness, ingratitude and villainy, who
would 1ender any of us the same measure on the
hike occason, though while we are hiving and 1n
power they may fawn upon and flatter us ”  Annes-
ley, having thus emptied the wvials ot his wrath
upon the rascally couple, concluded with the
mactical suggestion that they should be charged
m the Company’s books with the balance due to
Mrs Weldon and that the account should be made
up with interest from year to year This course,
1t may here be stated, was [ollowed, with the result
that a further soutce of complication was intro-
duced 1mnto the already mvolved transactions of
the Parakhs

Not many weeks were to elapse after this asso-
clation of Annesley and Vaux before the two were
once more at open enmty The question at 13sue
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was the old one of Vaux’s detention at Surat  The
ex-Deputy-Goveinol fretted and fumed under the
restrant which was put upon his movements
After many verbal passages he launched a long and
bitter wiitten protest agamst the action, or sup-
posed action, of the Surat Council  He stated that
Hariis and Annesley, “ the Mogul’s prisoners
irons,” had taken 1t upon themselves to wiite a
letter to the Mogul 1n his name, without his know -
ledge or consent, promising that he would undei-
take to see ratified all that Sir John Child Lad
pledged himself to do In consequence hig name
has heen put m the farman or geneial pardon to
the English nation, and on the decision of the
Bombay Council he had gone to Suiat to receive
the document  As he understood that accoiding
to the faorman he wag to remamn as hostage af
Surat, he wrote to his relations in England explamn-
ing the crrcumstances in which he was detamned and
because of his wmting that letter he had heen
suspended the Company's service, pending the
arrival of Sir John Goldsborough, who was to
consider his ecrime  “ But 1t pleased God to give
hmm a summons to another woild ” Since then
however, a second Sz John had ainved, who had
not found 1t seasonable either to acquit or to con-
demn him In view of these facts he insisted
upon his instant release on pam of the institution

of legal proceedings against those who caused
him to be detamed
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Su John Gaver 1ephed to Vaux's letler m a
spuit of r1eaprocal hostihty  Atter alluding to
the latter’s nsulting 1eference to Haims and
Annesley as ** the Mogul's prisoners i nons,” he
told him blunily that 1t was by his own domng that
he went to Suiat to receive the new farman At
the time he ¢ seemed to rejoice much and be not a
httle Lited up.” his 1dea then probably beng that
his mussion would entitle him to the Chiefship m
India  *“ But” proceeded Gaver, *‘you found
vourself mustaken which made vou uneasy and
quarrelsome to that degree that almost all people
reputed you little hetter than a madman

The winitcr demed that Vaux was compelled to
remain 1n Suret by the Company’s officers As
far as they weie concerned he was quite at hibeity
to leave when he pleased fo to do  Sir John Gayel
went on * Why any of us that you soe vamly
charge shonld be obliged to bribe on your account
that has so industnously endeavouied to destioy
then interest (from whom vou have had yow
all) to brina the greatest dishonour possible on
the Enghsh nation by your citeing then servants
hetme ye country jnstice not to mention the
unpaalleled affsonts you have mven therr chiet
se1vants in these parts, all the while you have
been permitted fieely to trade jomtly with us we
can't imayine 7 Annesley supported Gayer's argu-
ments m a letter of hus own m which he dealt
contemptuously with Vaux’s complant of deten-
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tion It was not necessary, he said, for Vaux to
havecome to Surat to receive the farman It was
only a matter of form ° which the meanest sol-
dier i the gairson drest up a hittle well might
have discharged” He would not he avered
make himself udienlous by getting from the
authonties a permit to leave which Vaux would
afterwards shight

Yaux hotly retorted on these allegations that
his story of duress was a shani, and was told i «
counter 1etoit from Apnesley that if he were as
anxions to qut Surat as he represented humself to
be, he would long since have {ooted 1t overland
to Bombay” This elegant comespondence and
the underlying contiotersy might have continued
mndefinitely had not an end heen put to it and to
Vaux’s hte bv an acadent  While saihing one dav
off Swally his boat was overturned, and betore
assistance could reach him he was drowned He
was buried not fax hom the scene of the disastes
on & point on the shoie where the monument 1a1sed
over hus grave by his widow was for a long pertod
a conspieuous landmark to marmers enteung the
uver on their way to Surat The avarciouns
Governor of Surat on learnng of Vaux's death laad
an embargo upon his propertv and it was onlv
through Annesley’s mntervention and the pavment
ot a large sum by way of blackma:l that Mis Vaux
was ultimately allowed to leave with her children
for England
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Thus terminated a stormy career which has left
a heavy maik on the annals of the English m
Westean India A curious relic of the man 1s a
dia1y which 13 preserved amongst the Manuseripts
at the Bntish Museum Tt 1s a long rambhng
composition revealing the mtense vanity ot the
writer  One passage \n 1t shows the state of rund
into which Aurungzebe had been thrown by the
cumulative acts of piracy 1n the Indian Ocean
Vaux wrote on the anthonty of the Harcoora that
nothing could persuade the Mogul that 1t was not
the English who had commutted these ciimes,
‘ because they had birought so very gieat charges
In their late wars with him,” and that he (the
Empero1) was determined that “if o a short
time the Company did not behave better they
would be utteily expelled the country never to be
(allowed) 1n 1t again” The menace conveyed m
these reported woids was soon to be 1illustrated
m poignant fashion in the 1elations between the
local Mogul aunthonties and the Burat factols
But betore the naiative takes up anew the nego-
tiations between the Surat Council and the Gover-
nor, some account must be given of Annesley’s
personal position which had become critical owing
to the increasing distiust with which he was
1eaarded by his employers

In a previous chapter we have noted how exas-
perated the directois had shown themselves to be
at the manner i which the Surat accounts were
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kept They sent out repeated orders that the
matters 1 doubt should be cleared up, and lard
especial stress upon the mmportance of a settle
ment with the Pariakhs, whose liabilities to the
Company were very laige Aunesley acted up to
the spinit of these mstructions, but stated with a
fair show of truth that he was unable to malke any
piogress owmng to the confused condition into
which the Company’s affanis had been broucht hv
the trouble with the Mogul authonities He could
not, he asserted, owing to his mmprisonment and
1llness, get proper access to the books, and besides
this, he found 1t rmpossible to secwme the atten-
dance of the Paiiakhs who kept away from the
factory and 1gnored all applications {or their
accounts It seems probable in the hight of the
record of events at that time that the explanation
was an honest one

But the duectois ensconced n thenr comfumtable
rooms 1 Leadenhall Street could not concerve o
state of things which prevented the apparently
simple mvestigations and disclosures they 1e-
gquired  Prone to take the dark view of an official’s
shortcomings, they wele led to the conclusion that
the delay m carrying out their mstructions was
caused by a corrupt understanding between Annes-
ley and the Pariakhs

Gayer’s reports on the Surat factory tended
to support this view For some 1eason not very
appalent Gayer had fiom the fiyst taken a strong
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dishlze to Annesley, and when he had occasion to
1efer to him 1mm s communications to the diee-
tore he was usually depreciatory in his comments

In vne of his letteis sent home i May, 1697, he
wiote The Prestdent I feai, doth not serve the
Compeny’s nterest so much as he mught A
hittle cam to himself 18 preferied betore a great deal
to the Company Yet as czcumstances ate I can’t
displace him for that I can’t go to Swat and mter-
lopeis may diop i but I have fettered him with
a Council as well as T can M1 Colt (the second
m the Surat Council), I beheve, 1s pietty honest
thoueh very covetous. lum the Piesident hates
and would fam cast hon off and have M1 Bu-
miston 1 his room  but that must not be, for
then they two will ¢o hand in hand. though M
Buinuston now seems {o dishike him M1 Ben-
dall (the thud n the Swat Counail), I krow 1s
honest The Right Honouiable Company, mn
then geneial of the 7th August (1696), request us to
rendel them an account of the grounds ot complaint
that My Uphill and M: Bendall have agamst
President Annesles  Clould they or we have proved
anything we should have advised of 1t 1n that
letter but that will be very hard to be done  Both
they and we and all heie at Suiat that have any
rezard to the Honouiable Company’s interest.
have violent suspicions of his untaithtulness
The bickeis and he, T believe mortally hate each
other and yet, Banian ke, when there’s anything
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to be got they can dissemble all and be very gaod
friends I believe they equally fear each other
for that T presume they are all gmlty therefore
durst not discover one’s works of darkmess lest
all should come to light Whatsoever 1s visiblv
done amiss the President throws 1t on the hrokeis,
and they on the creditors, and so 1t runns ’

In these caustic critiasms of Annesley by his
supertor we get a clear 1dea of the nature of the
charges that were laid at lis door  But 1t would
be unfair to accept implicttly the view of the Surat
factor’s character here set out Gayer had never
met Annesley, his impressions of lum wete
obtaned at second hand, and probably from s
enemies who were far more numerous than lus
friends Uphill, as we have seen, was a (lose
mtimate of Vaux and shared his ammosity ot
Annesley to the extent at all events of willinely
plotting agamst him  The truth 1s probably
that Annesley as was represented, had used his
opportuntties for prvate trading to the tullest
extent In downg this he had only acted a< othex
Company officials m high position had done betore
him—as even the mmmaculate Sir John (hid for
example, had done n life  But he was unfortunate
in holding the chief office at a time of almost
ancxampled depiression 1n the Company s affairs
m Western India, and 1t was easy to give a sinister
complexion to his activities when every ship
aruiving home brought a tale of disaster and joss
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Gaver coniized at unternals to teed the dnec-
tors with stojles to Anueslev s disparagement, In
the eaily part f 10698. he wiote that he had en-
deatvured to dircover to what extent Annesley was
guilty m 1espect of some damaged cloth that had
been sent home Tbut without iesult He had,
however, been * credibly infoimed that President
Annesley has remutted home by hills on the Dutch
Companv forty thousand rupees ’ Whether this
were true o1 not, Gayer presumed the directois
would be able to discover Its our revised
(st¢) opmion ' he added, ‘ that Your Honows’
affairs at Mwat will never be managed as they
ought tor Your interest while Mr Annesley 15 theze
at the head of affawrs ’

This very deaded expression of view sealed
Annesley’s ofheial career There was a bnsk
correspondence—angiy on the part of the dnectois,
plausible and argumentatine on that of the tactor—
and then the bolt fell m diamatic circumstances,
which will be 1elated m the next chapter Theie
must alwavs be doubt as to whether Annesley was
more sinning o1 sinned aganst  His dismissal
from the Company’'s employ and the appomtment
of Stephen Colt, the second m C'ouneld, 1n his room
was a4 drastic measure—pecuhailv drastic m the
conditions ot the tnnes and having regard to all
that Annesley had passed through  Was 1t Justi-
fied ? If, as the directors 1oundly asserted, the
mmperfections mn the Surat accounts were due to
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rascality, undoubtedly he only got his deseats.
But the question persists  Was he really gmlty of
the common frauds laid ab his door® On thu
pont we may appropriately hear what Annesley
himself had to say His defence against the major
charge 15 contained mn a long commumecation he
addressed to the directors after the receipt of the
letter of dismussal It 1 a charactemstic docu-
ment, Mustrating the writer’s pomt of view with
constderable slall

Annesley stated that his confinement by the
Governor prevented him from giving an account of
Ius twenty-one years’ sexvice with the Company mn
reply to therr communications sigmfying their
“high duspleasure ” at his conduct Therefore he
was torced “ m a more imperfect manner to address
them with all submssion for 1emoving the mus-
apprehension he suffered (under) 10 his estate and
reputation ”

“ Tt was,” he proceeded, *“ always my ambition to
do Your Honours some signal pece of service upon
the brokers not out of private resentment (though
there was 100m enough for that) but from a stronge:
obligation of conscience and duty, which the
violent wars in Burope and your great losses there-
by, with the opposition ot & contrary party at home
and the pyiates abroad hath hitherto hindered
for want of a stock 1 my power te give me the
ascendent over them ™ Ie then dealt with a
statement 1 one of the Comt’s letters, that they
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behieved that not only the biokeis but the Piesi-
dent himself was a punapal creditor, his 1dentity
being concealed under false names

To this accusation Aunesley replied I must
confess I wish 1t was so I must sollemnly protest
the contaaay and that T have never had a rupee m
youwr cash under any borrowed name Befoie I
was n 4 way not to raise my fortune, but mamtan
myselt ’Twas the year 87 when I entered mnto
4 confinement, upon Sn John Child’s gomng to
Bombay on the designed war with the Moois, and
from December 88 to April ’90 was 1n mons The
time and my thoughts smce have been filled with
troubles from the pyiates, &c¢ Sometimes I was
a pusoner stiictly shut up and fettered since 10
months for the King’s ship (the Gunjsawaee) aitel-
walds s0 at laige , never abroad without a guaid,
not at home without ye same at a distance and the
Governor’s spys upon me Under the circum-
stances of these seas infested with 10gues and those
uf Ewmope with the French, and the excessive
depiession of owr ciedit on ye scandal of pyiacy
and want of cnculating stock, trade could not
flourish ™

InTater passages Annesley ook credit for not hax -
mmg gone over to the Company’s 11vals as he might
have done on receipt of then letter of disnussal
Instead of takmg that cowse he had agreed to
prepaie then accounts, *“ which Mr (ieen through
sctiishness My Bendall thiough mcapacity, M

P
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Uphill through pretended want of light, and Mr
Colt through wilfulness (though their proper,
peculiar employ), never meddled with” In spite
of all he was still”serving them ** without sallary,
perquisite or competent maintenance,” and s
thoughts were thereby 1 great measure diverted
from the necessity of providing tor himself and
faxly ““hable to the same troubles, want of
liberty, rage of the mobile, oppression of the (over-
nor and msapprehension of the King (Awunc-
zebe} as the pyrates subject your servants to”
Annesley concluded with a brtter allusion to the
fact that he had been superseded by Colt “ Had
you been pleased to have sent any one from Eng-
land,” he wrote, “my disgrace would have heen
less,” but mstead of doing that they had put oser
his head ““ one that was before under me as to place
and (I presume I may with modesty say) a- to
everything else

There was forte in Anmesley’s contention that
the exceptional circumstances of the time—the
troubles with the pirates, the prolonged stoppages
of trade arising out of them, and the warin Emope
—had 1nevitably disorgamsed affairs at Surat
Whether this was a good answer to the allegatwms
of nregulamties m the accounts 1s not easv to
determine  All that 1s certain 1s that Annesles had
many accuseis, and amongst them a number who
had a good mner knowledge of the finances ot the
Smat factory His general disposition is repre-
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sented as grasping and unscrupulous In this
connection Captain Alexander Hamilton tells a
story which if true goes very far to account for his
almost umiversal unpopulanty

According to the Scotch interloper i1t was the
Practice 1 Annesley’s time for English seamen to
take service upon the Mogul ships, their superior
talents in navigation making them highly accept-
able to their native employers TFor this service
they 1eceived what 1n those days were considered
extremely handsome emoluments, amounting n
some cases to as much as £15 per month  Possibly
intent on keepmg down desertions from the Com-
pany's ships, Annesley directed that the sailors
so employed should only receive half their pay
the second half he put into his own pocket
“ Bome,” says Hamilton, ““ through fear or neces-
sity, complied , others, again, who despised both
his power and tyianny, would by no means come
into his measures, and those he lookt on as rebels,
and persecuted them to the utmost of his power,
bribing the Mogul’s Governor to plague us, so
some were 1umed by his villainy, whilst others
bade him open defiance and we weie not wanting
on our side to expose hym and his masters to the
Mogul’s subjects, which in the end was the loss of
both their esteem and credit among the trading
people oi the country The poorest soit, whose
maintenance depended on then labour and n-
dustry, losing their employs in the Moorish Mer-
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« hant service were oblhiged to fzll on new schemes
to support themselves not very well surted to the
Company’s mnterest for some went and joyned
themselves with the prrates °

Such were Hamulion’s allegations, and they
may he taken for what they are worth which
perhaps 18 not much if we recall how bitterly the
two hated each other We may, however, safely
deduce from the character of the charges made
that Annesley was cordially dishked by the un-
attached class of traders of whom Hamilton was a
good representative



CHAPTER XII

The Old Company Deposed-—Dark
Days in Surat

A new crsis ab Surat—Dsquieting reports of the suppression

of the Companv and the formation of a new body—The
mtelligent, anticipation of events—Aurungzebe’s ficsh
outhurst of anger—The English factory invested by
Mogul troops—A brief respite—Venwallidas the Com-
pany’s broker threatened with death—He pleads with
Anpesley to secure his releage by agreeng to the Gover-
nor'’s demands—Annesley calls a conference of all the
English wi the factory—A decisionis wnanimously reached
to grve the required guarantees agamst pirates—Sir John
Gayer aruives at Swally—His structions to Annesley
to refuse to give the indemmty demanded—Under threats
of an 1immediate attack Annesley yields to the Governor
~—Arrival of the ship Russell with the formal intimation
of Annesley’s diermssal—Annesley’s reception of the news
—Colt aspumes office—The Goverpor suspects a tnek
—(Gayer discusses Annesley’s dismissal—Cepture of
Chivers and several of his men—Gayer's curious otti-
tude m regard to the captive pirates

HE comparative peace which the mmates of
the English factory i Suiat enjoyed after

the appomtment of the new Governor in the latter
half of 1698 was only the calm that precedes the

229
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storm In the background all the while was
prepaung a new crisis which befoie 1t had spent
itsell was to witness the fortunes of the East India
Company and consequently of the Enghsh
Western India at their lowest ebb The fresh
upheaval was due to the old tiouble over the
pnates Fires of native resentment had been
rekindled by the capture by one of the pirates of a
fine ¢ tall ” ship with a cargo reputed to be worth
£150,000 belonging to a Surat merchant named
Hagsan Ahmedan

As before, public indignation was directed to-
wards Annesley and his colleagues  Howlng mobs
besieged the factory, shouting their execrations
at the mmates securely housed behind the sub-
stantial walls of the building, 1n the stieets in-
dividual Englishmen were msulted and thieatened
Meanwhile, excited appeals were being made to
the Governor for vengeance, and the Harcooa,
with us pen heavily dipped 1 colou, was sending
to the Emperor pictuiesque accounts of the
mfidels’ latest act of depravity In fine, all the
now highly efficient machmmery of public agitation
was at work with the object of inflicting revenge
on, and obtamning reparation from, the East India
Company’s servants

A threatening situation n 1tself was made
additionally disqumeting for the unfortunates in
the factory by the cneulation of ominous reports
of the suppression of the Company by edict of
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Parliament They were the mtelligent antici-
pation of news that was soon to aruive mm India
In the Parhamentary Session of 1698 an Act was
passed ‘ for 1aising a sum not exceeding two
millions upon a fund, for payment of anmunties
after the rate of eight pounds per cent and for
settling the trade of the East Indies”  In Septem-
be1 of the same year further legislative action was
taken, mcorporating the subsciibers of the sum
stated by a Royal Charter under the name of the
teneral Society Trading to the Hast Indies A
few days later the majority of the subscribeis were
mcorporated by another Charter as a Company
trading on a Jomnt Stock under the name of the
English Company Tiading to the East Indies
This New Company, as 1t came to be known,
was the outcome of a prolonged contest betw een the
East India Company and 1ts 1emo1seless 11ivals who
had long plotted and mtrigued agamst 1ts exclustve
pirvileges  The fight had for years been mnconciu-
sive, but at length the nrgent financial needs of the
Goveinment of the day supplied the hated " inter-
lopers ” with their opportumity  The State wanted
money badly and 1t practically offered 1ts favours
to the highest bidders The Old Company agieed
to advance £700 000 at 4 per cent provided its
privileges were confirmed by Act of Pailiament,
the piomoters of the New Company capped this
by an offer of two mulhions at 8 per cent -
terest for the nght of exclusive tiade with India



232 ANNESLEY OF SURAT AND HIS TIMES

The higher bid cartied the dav and the Old Com
pany retired discomfited 1nto the backgiound con-
sohng 1tself as best 1t could with a permission to
carry on its tiade 1 India unt:l September 20
1701 In England the arrangement was 1e-
garded as the sounding of the death-knell of the
histore orgatwation which for a century had
uvheld the interests of Enghsh tiade m the Fast
But threatened hves are sometimes long ones and
the Old Company--the London Company. as it
was now known—was to emerge tiiumphant f1om
1ts perils, and for another century and half make
lustory 1 India before 1t finally disappeared
Aurungzebe’s anger was never diffieult to
arouse where stortes of Englsh puacy were con-
cerned and 1t blazed up anew at the Harcoora’s
report of the latest sea cume With all the
petemptoriness of which he was master he ordeied
that the guarantee aganst piracy should he
1gidly enforced on the European Companies, and
that they should also pay compensation fo1r the
1ohbed vessels o1 cease thew trade The Swrat
Goveinor requued no special mncentive to zeal n
a case hke this in which openings offered fo1 the
gratification of tus love of tytannv and his avance
The storm broke on New Yeat’s Day 1699 (new
style) On the alternoon of that day Annesley
recelved & message from the Governor wntuneting
that he had 1eceived instructions fiom the Em-
peror of the character indicated and fuather



THE OLD COMPANY DEPOSED 233

stating that on the following day he would send
guards to the factory The FEnghsh factors
trom this knew very well what was in store for
them  After a hasty consultation they set to work
to munition and provision the bwlding agamst a
possible siege  In the meantime boats were sent
out to sea to warn approachmmg Enghsh vessels
against entering the poit  't'he next day Annesley’s
old fiiend Ushoor Beg appeared on the scene with
a force of some five or six hundred soldiers He
brought from the Governor an ultimatum that the
English were to yield to the Emperor’s demands
or to leave the country forthwith Annesley,
who had been rendered cautious by brutal exper-
ence, took cate to keep the Mogul soldiers on the
night side of the factory gates, and he only
admitted the commander and another officer into
the mnteror of the establishment With these he
patleyed pomnting out the unieasonable and,
mdeed 1mposable character of the oider. and
mtimating that as the Surat factory was sub-
ordimate to Bombay 1t would be necessary to
write there for instructions prior to acting

After referring to his superior Ushoor Beg agreed
to give the Bnghsh ten days’ grace, but in the
evening an intimation was given that if at the end
of the period indicated they did not comply with
the Impertal demands they would assuredly be
driven out of the town The Dutch and the
Fiench were simularly treated They took up
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the same attitude as then Enghsh 1tvals, asserting
that 1t was not in then power to give the gualantee

Although the Governor had engaged himself to
leave the question over for ten days, be did not
scruple in the meantime to cairy on active mea-
suresin furtherance of his designs By drum beat
all communication with the factoiles was pio-
bhibited, and when m defiance of the oder a
wretched Banian was seen leavimg the apartments
of one of the Europeans he was ordered by the
Governor ‘“to be chawbuckt,®! fettered 1n ions
and sent to the cornmon jal 7 Such was the 1eign
of terror created by this and simular inadents that
i time no Indian date go near the factories
On January 5 the tyrant 1 power caused
Venwailidas and two other biokers cmployed by the
Company to be seized and biought mnto his pie-
sence with then hands tied behmnd them and when
they protested their mability to assent to the
conditions of the Imperial decree he caused them
to be barbaiously whipped by his soldiers

At the end of a stormy interview they were
thrown nto puison with the thieat that a woise
fate was 1 store for them it they did not yield
Later 1n the day 10pes were put round their necks,
and they were led to the Castle Gieen as 1f for

Y Chawbuck A whip, to wlip An obsoletc vulgarism
from chabul, “ alert”, in Hindustanee, a horsewlup It scems

to be the same as the sjambel 1 use at the Cape —Honson-
Jorsow
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execution Then therr fortitude failed them, and
thev imploted then jmlers to permit them to pro-
ceed to the factoly to interview Annesley and
endeavowr to peisuade him to give the 1equired
guarantees As this was exactly what the coei-
cion had been appled foi, the captives were
given their hiberty, though on the distinet under-
standing that the fetters would be reimposed 1f
they failed 1 thenr mission

Venwallidas and ls colleagunes im due course
put n an appearance at the factory, and told their
moving story to the Council The English factors
were duly impressed by 1t, and after long delibera-
tion came to the conclusion, 1 view of the serious
results of a ruptuie to the Company and the
danger of massacre, to call a geneial Council of
all the Company’s seivanis mn the factory This
comse was no doubt taken to divide the respon-
~1b:hity tor a surrender 1f such were decided upon
Annegley had wntten to Gayer for full powers to
act but theie had been no time to recerve his
1eply  When 11 did reach its destination, it was
an emphatic refusal to delegate authorty, accom-
panied by a sharp expression of surprise that
Annesley should have daled to ask such a con-
cession  Power or no power, Annesley had to
act  The Governor’s blood was up, and 1t was
manitest that 1f lus demands weie not met the
Lives of all m the factory were mn mmminent penl

The conference called by Anmnesley registeied a
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foregone conclusion No single member of the
community was prepared to offer himself a sacri-
fice upon the altar of duty—a duty which involved
a rgd hmutation of the right of the Counail to give
the necessary guarantees The facts of the situa-
tion seemed to all to pomnt to one conclusion
After debate, therefore, those present unanmously
resolved * that should the Governor pioceed to the
extremuties which he threatens, which 1t appenis
plamn he will, wee are not able to withstand him,
being but 13 Europeans m a wide open house
whereunto they can m three several places make a
descent upon us in a body more than twenty men
abreast and with smaller numbers with little more
dufficulty 1n several otheis”

Before effect conld be given to the decision, a
new face was put upon the situation by the a1-
nival of Hir John Gayer at Swally He had come
up from Bombay full of resolution to concede
nothing to the extortionate “ Moors,” and as
soon after lis aruival theie as possible, from
the sate vantage pomnt of the Company’s well-
armed ship Mary, 1ssued 1mperative mstructions
to Annesley “to pay no part of the 14,00,000Rs
demanded nol to gve any such securdy as wes
requred ” The utmost concession that he would
permut the Surat President to make was to agree
to contmue the convoy of the Mocha and Jeddah
fleets for another year, and to promise with the
aid of men-of-war that were coming out for the
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purpose to extirpate the pnates If m the face
of these substantial pledges the Governor was so
“mconsiderate ”” as to expel them, ‘‘ they weie to
repair to the ship and not fail to protest aganst
their tieatment as being contiary to the phirmands
granted to them by the King”

Consideration was the last of the Smat Governor’s
qualities he wanted hard cash and the Com-
pany’s guaiantee, and nothing would divert him
from securing this his pound of flesh—not even the
majesty of English power entienched behind the
bulwarks of the Mary The negotiations, how-
ever, were continued for some time longer with
Venwallidas and the other brokers acting as
intermediaties between the Governor and Gayer
At length, on January 18, after repeated
refusals on the latter’s pait to accede to the de-
mands, the wrate Mogul official intimated that 1if a
positive answer was not given 1n the sense 1n which
he 1equued an answer he should pioceed to ex-
tremities

Gayer was no moie impiessed by this practical
ultimatum than he had been by earher tlheats
He was out of touch with the 1ealitres of the ensis,
and 1egarded the possihibity of an attack upon the
tactory as remote Annesley and lus colleagues
ashore, however, well undeistood what would
happen 1f the Governor did not get his way  They
had seen the Dutch after a bold show of deflance—
the fortification of their factory with {foity heavy
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guns and the brmgmg n of a stiong body of Euro-
peans as garrison—surrender to the extent of
offering sceunty for Mogul ships in the Red Sca
and paymg a sum of Rs 25,000 by way of part
compensation, and they knew that 1t was useless
for them to attempt what their mole powerful
neighbours had failed to accomplish They tem-
porised as long as they could, and then on
January 25, when the factory was surrounded by
troops whose orders were to break mn upon them
in case of further resistance, they suriendered
When Venwallidas carried to the Governor Anne--
ley’s letter making submission and giving the
requred security, that worthy grimly remarked
that 1t was well that the Enghshmen had come
to their senses, for he had resolved, if they had
further held out, to have secured their persons
and had them conveyed to the castle from there
to be publicly executed ““ as pyrates convicted by
Indians and Christians

Now that the Enghish and Dutch had given in
their adhesion to his demands, the Governo:
turned his attention to the French He con-
ducted his measures with charactenstic hutahty
Associated with the commerical activities of the
French m Swat was a religious propaganda con-
ducted by a community of Jesuit Fatheis As
the house of this Order was unprotected 1t becane
the object of the first attentions of the Governcy s
myrmidons They seized the Superict and diapged
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him mto the open and compelled him to sit for
hours in the blazing sunlight, ©“ abusing and beating
him 1 the most barbarous manner and threatening
to boie holes in his ears urnless he induced the
French factors to come to terms Thus coerced,
the French, like the Enghsh, at length made their
peace by agreeing to give the required guarantee
and an accompanying solatiom to the Governor

The Governor had won a great triumph, and 1t
only now needed the signing of a formal obhga-
tion to put a final seal upon 1t While ths last act
of submission was being prepared the Company’s
ship Russell airived 1n Smat fiom England with
the formal notification of Annesley’s dismissal from
the service It was conveyed in a letfer addressed
to Colt, who was given full power to act mn the dis-
missed President’s 1oom  Colt who seems to have
had no prior inkling of the Company’s mtentions,
lost no tame m making the changes he was em-
powered to mtioduce Immediately after recerv-
g 1t, he handed Annesley the directors’ communi-
cation, the terms of which were so explictt as to
leave no openmg for doubt as to the fixed deter-
nunation of the Company to get rid of then Surat
President once and for all

Annesley met his fate with dignified composure
He sunply said that his dismissal bemg by the
(Company’s ciders he should submit to the decision
He afterwards showed that he was as good as his
word, for, as his letter already quoted shows, he not
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only did his best to lacilitate the establishmeent of
the new cides by straightening out the muddled
accounts, but he held complctely aloof from the
mirigues agamst the Compsny which at the
monient wete unusually 1ife m the 1anks of the
unattached Englishiven outade  Anmesley never
had justice don¢ him for thie truly magnam-
moudrondurt The dirertois accepted the services
he tendered after s yemoval from office as &
matter of course, and it does not appear that
they ever paid lum for them beyond making a
sinall grant for daily expenses

Annesley may well have iclt rehet at vacatmg
what had long been an uneasy throne and what
promiged m the future to be ¢ still moie uncom-
fortable one The President, by the bioadening
effect of pecedent had become the 1ecogniced
cr gy vele upon which the Mogul authenity wieaked
1ts vengeance when anythimg went wrong  He had,
as Annesley truly sawnd, lor yeais been but a pnis-
one; at large, and lus *‘ suflening time ” had given
him no greatel wment in the eyes of hus callous wnas-
ters  The futuie of the Company was da:k and 1ts
pospects wele nowhere blacker than m Swat,
wheie all interests and influences were combined
to biing about what appealed to be the inevitable
bankiaptey of the orgamsation If he had fixed
h1s own time to leave, Annesley could not, mn [uct,
have elected io1 a moie convenient moment  Stall,
he clung to the (ompany as to an old triend He
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had grown grey in its service and he could not
with equammity face the prospect of a career
under any other but the very hard toskmasters the
duectors had always been to him

Colt entered into us new duties with alacmity.
He was a commonplace man, who, to adopt a
phrase of Gayer’s, was for *“ peace and pagodas™
rather than for hard work and serious 1esponsibility,
but he had his ambitions, and the principal of
these was to act as President at Surat before he
retired to England wrth a substantial competence
Events were to disappomnt his expectation of
a life of leisured ease 1 s pleasant Kent home,
his career, indeed, henceforward was to bea singu-
laxly troubled one, ending in the condition of
semi-eaptivity which was the common lot of so
many Enghshmen 1n this miserable period  But he
was not to know this when the fateful message
from home was put into his hands and he was
able for the first time to taste the sweets of power
His earhiest official act was to give the widest
publicity to the changes in the factory The
brokers were chaiged to circulate the news 1n the
bazaars and a special messenger was sent to the
Governor with a letter from Colt stating that
Annesley had been dismissed and that the writer
reigned 1 s stead

A 1ude shock was given to Colt’s complacency
when he received an intumation, conveyed through
Venwallidas that the Governor required a trans-

Q
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lation of the Company’s orders to hun  According
to the broker there was a strong suspicion that the
whole affarr was a trick to deceive the authorities
the 1dea being that Annesley had been displaced
m order to enable the Company to evade 1ts
responsibilities under the security bond that he
had given Colt was at first disposed to adopt
a hgh lne and declme to submut to the Mogul
official what was m essence a confidential docu
ment  But he thought better of the matter after-
wards and sent on the translation demanded
Still the Governor was unconvinced or professed
to be, and maintained towards Colt and his Coun-
al an attitude of studied arrogance  When
after many humbating prelimmmaries Colt was
permitted to pay a formal visit to the Governor,
he was received by the great man ‘ with much
mndifference,” and was rudely told that 1t would
be to lis and the Council's interest to fulfil the
engagements entered mto by Annesley Then
““ after he had entertained them awhile with much
menacng language ” he disnussed them with a
paltry gift of cloth—an nonical substitute for the
honourable present usually offered on these ocea-
sions in token of goed will

Disputes now became frequent, and they were
pressed on the Mogul side with an msolence be-
gotten of contempt for the unfortunate represen-
tutives of Enghsh tiade In the anguish of his
heart Colt, about this pered, wrote home to the
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dnectors that the linglish had become “as de-
spicable to them (the Moguls) as the Portugunese,
and as odious as the Jews are 1n Spain and Portu-
gal” They weie, he said, completely at the
mercy of one “ who 1s wholly swayed by avaiice
and tyrant hke has no regard to the pleasmie of
his prince justice, honow o1 humanity ”

The cup of hitterness filled to overflowing when
on April 8 the Shrewsbury galley, an mferloping
vessel, brought defimte news of the dethronement
of the Fast India Company, and the establishment
of 1ts nival—the New Company The mterlopers,
of whom there were many m Swat at this period,
made the most of what one of them termed this
“ most acceptable and welcome news ” Soon the
bazaars of the city weie 1inging with the tidings
that the old Company had beenlad aside owing to
the encouragement 1t had given to the pirates, or, to
adopt the picturesque metaphor used by the
interlopers, that the ““ King and Parhament ” bemng
made sensible of the Company’s misdeeds, had cast
1t off as an abominable branch “ pending the de-
spatch of an Ambassador to India with mstructions
to send bome therr Honoms’ servants to receive
condign punishment”

The Governor was too expert a fisher 1 troubled
waters to overlook the excellent chance which this
quairel between the infidels offered of plying his
gentle art  He sent for Colt, and 1 the presence
of a large gathenng, which mncluded George Bow-
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cher and other interlopers as well as a represen-
tative body of native merchants, with Abdul
Guffore at their head, demanded to know whether
he adnmuitted the anthentieity of the Act of Parha-
ment, a copy of which, obligingly supplied hy
Bowcher, he produced He was further required
to state whether 1t was true, asalleged, that ** they
were foihnd the trade of India because they abetted
the pyrates and that an Ambassador was coming out
to cause them to settle themr accounts with the
natives and then to send them home 1n 1rons to
recerve punishment ”

Colt put the best complexion he could on the
matter by giving an emphatic demal to the libellous
assertions of the interlopers ag to thewr punishment
for supposed musdeeds, and stating that a new
subsciiption for East Tndia trade had been sanc-
tioned by Pailiament tor a total sum of two milhion
pounds, of which the Company he added, with-
out a stuct regard for fact, contributed £350 000
The Governor hstened mcredulously to the explana-
tion  He had heen well coached by the interlopers,
and, moreover, he did not want to be persuaded
hecause he scented possibilities of plunder 1n this
feud between two sections of Enghsh traders

When Colt had fimshed the tyrant sternly or-
dered Venwallidas to give secuity for the (‘om-
pany’s debts The unhappy Banian protested
his mability to take upon himself so onetous an
obligation, whereupon he and the English factors



DAREK DAYS IN SURAT 245

were unceremoniously bundled out of the assembly
into an adjommng apartment, wheie they wele
kept close prisoners until on a threat of coiporal
chastisement the required securty was given.
Even here the persecution of the Mogul tyrant
did not end Some days later he sent for the
Shroffs * of the Company’s mint, and demanded of
them a statement of the bulhon received and paid
out of the establishment The demand was ac-
ceded to, but the Governor questioned 168 accuracy
and caused the prinapal official “ to be beat out of
his presence and another to be strappado’d ” Hs
intention 1n resoiting to this calculated system of
biutality was only too appaient to Colt The
ruffianly Mogul offictal ““ atmed at a bube,” and
this, the much-tned factor foresaw, ““ must be sub-
mitted to to prevent greater losses if not utter rumn

Gayer, who had returned to Bombay at the
conclusion of his abortive negotiations with the
Governo1, happily for imself escaped being n-
volved 1n these heartbieaking troubles of the
Surat Council He was sufficiently remote from
them, indeed, to take quite a philosophic view of
the situation He discussed in pleasant fashion
with the directors the ethics of Annesley’s dis-
mussal and 1ts expediency Some might have
thought the occasion of sending this old seivant

1 Skroff A money-changer, a banker, an officer employed
to ascertain the value of different currencies —WirsoR's
Glossary
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mto the wilderness 1ll timed, but Gayer was con-
fident that 1t was not so—*‘ Let the worst come
that will, he cannot now do the Company the
injury he would have done 1f he had confinued,”
he remarked As for his own part i hinging
about the downtall of his colleague, 1t was * pure
zeal ™ that caused him to write against him He
had done his utmost to “reclaim him” But the
writer had been sensible for several years that his
exertions were to no purpose, ‘1t bemg 1mpossible
to convince him of bemg mn an error i anything
wherein he falsely concludes 1t 15 to his 1ntelest
to persist therem ™ Not the least notice was to
be taken of what Anmesley wrote or said, Gayer
assured the directors The ex-President, he stated,
was “‘largely qualified to excuse and vindicate
the worst of actions, and having no eonseience he
makes use of his talent that way to the utmost ™

It was once said of a famous statesman whose
fierce attacks upon another were of great publi
interest at the time, that he was not content with
getting his enemy down he must needs jump on
his prostrate form There 15 something akin to
this spit 1n Gayer's commentary on his old col-
[eague  The tone, indeed, 13 so savage that it
suggests a consciousness of injustice  On the facts
1t 18 perfectly plamn that Annesley was not quite
so unworthy of trust as his sentor in Bombay
represented him to be He was probably an
average official with not more than the common
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stock of honesty, but with an ability which was 1n
advance of that of his fellows Iake Becky Sharp
he would probably have been quite virtuous if he
had had £10 000 a year mnstead of the nuserable
stipend of a few hundreds on which he was sup-
posed to support the dignity of the Companvy’s
chief representative 1 what from 1ts politreal
affinities was then the most mmportant trading
centre in India

A mere servile desire to curry favour with his
employers may have been Gayer’s actuating motive
in hig hostile reports on Annesley He had gone
out charged with a special mission to cleanse what
the directors regaided as the Augean stable of
Surat and he possibly felt that he must justify
his appomntment bv diastic action There was a
narrowness in his character which fitted him to act
as a tool of s employers rather than as an ad-
ministrator necessaiily charged with responsibihity
for taking 1ndependent decisions quickly In
lustration of this fallmg may be mentioned his
smeulal attitude towards Chivers and some other
captured pirates who were brought mnto Bombay

After his escapade with Hassan Ahmedan’s ship
the notoiious rover 1ealised his plunder and quutted
the Hast for home m a small ship called the M ar-
garet Incautiously calling at the Cape, he en-
countered one of the Company’s large armed ships,
whose captain (Louth) discoverng the character
of the BMargaret promptly seized the craft and
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made Chivers and fifteen of his associates prisoners
When Louth reached Bombay with his captives
he was coldly received by Gayer, who afterwaids
confessed that he * would have had the Margaret
proceed rather than have filled our prison with 21
crimmals m a place where we had before a sufficient
number of such as would willingly side with such
sparks ” The uigent need of stamping ont piracy
weighed Dlttle aganst Gayer’s shrnking from
responsibihity He had to act m the end and to
conduct a very hively controversy with the Mogul
authorities at Surat over the right to the prisoners’
custody which the latter claimed But the pris-
oners, owing to his indecsion, had a good deal of
latitude, and some of them at least were eventually
lefy free to take to their old courses
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The New Company—Sir William
Norris’s Mission

The New Company establishes ifself at Surat—=Sir Nicholas
Waite, the New Company's Premdent—Disagreements
between the Old and the New Company's offinials—Waite
denounces the Old Company’s officiala as “ thieves and
confedcrates of pyrates ™—Sir Willlam Nornis's mission
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by the Governors orders and impnsoned—Waite de-
nounced by Gayer for treachery—Gayer's unjustfiable
opposition t0 Norme's Embassy—Norrs quits Surat for
the Mogul Court—His affront to Asad Khan, the Prime
Minister—Aurungzebe's reception of the mission—Tor-
tugus negotiations—Norris leaves the Mogul Camp 1n
disgust—Aurungzebe orders lim to return—Nurns de-
clmes to ohey and 18 made a virtual prisoner—He 15
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Departure of Norns for England—His death at sea

XIT the Old Company covered with dis-
honour enter the New Company 1n a blaze

of glory Buch was the plan of the promoters of
249
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this trade revolution at the end of the seventeenth
century But things did not by any means work
out so smoothly and simply as was hoped and
intended Those m possession alwavs have an
advantage over others who are not so situated and
in the case of the Indien trade possession implied
not only priority in the markets, but the holding
of immensely valuable assets such as establiched
stations and factories, and a complete organisa-
tion ahke on sea and on land The New Companv
were very new to India and they had not gone
far m their career before they were taught costly
lessons which put them rather out of countenance
with this wonderful enterprise designed to capture
the trade of the East fiom the semle hands of the
Leadenhall Street comhnation

The first evidence of the New Company’s inten-
tion to establish 1tself at Surat was the ainval
m the port on November 16, 1699, of Mewse and
Brooks, two of the Company’s servants They
were quickly followed by Sir Nicholas Waite, who
had been appointed to the chief position with the
imposing title of *“His Majesty’s Consul and
Minister ”  Waite had served the Old Company
as Chief at Bantam (in Java) and was well vei-ed
in Kastern trade Buf lis personal character
was a disagreeable one 1Ie was pompous and
overbearing, and under a cover of unctuous piety
mamtamed a shameless dissoluteness of manneis
His temper, never good. had been rufled on the
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way up to Surat by the unfriendly reception Sir
John Gayer had given hm at Bombay The Old
Company’s representative not only declined abso-
lutely to recognise ** His Majesty’s Consul and Minus-
ter,” but gave him a very clear mtimation that
his room was preferied to s company At Surat,
on Mogul terrtory, Waite felt that he could expand
hrmself 1n the sunshine of his digmity, and proceeded
to demand that the Old Company’s flag should
be hauled down 1n recognition of his superior posi-
tion His pretensions were scornfully rejected
and the flag defiantly fluttered on the flagstaft
unfil the exaspeiated Warte had 1t pulled down
Then the Old Company’s representative caused 1t
to be re-hoisted and set a guard over the staff
with orders to resist any fuither attempt to mtes-
fere with 1t The Governor, thinking that the
quarrel had gone far encugh and feeling that his
prerogatives weie m  danger of infringement
peremptonly oidered Waite to desist from con-
tmumng his efforts  Thus thwarted, the New Com-
pany’s President quitted the field of battle But
he avenged himself for the rebuff by mitiatang a
campalgn of calumny agamst his 11vals, whose
position at the moment 1endered them peculiarly
vulnerable to the shafts of malice directed towards
them by then enemies

In a formal letter to the Goveinor announcing
his arrival and proclamung his dignity he de-
nounced the servants of the Old Company as
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* Thieves and the confederates of pyrates™ and
stated that four Royal men-of-war were on their
way out with the object of dealmg with these
peste  Waite relied a good deal upon the prevail-
myg ignorance of English conditions to get his news
accepted , he relied still moie upon the power of
the purse discreetly exercised In this his judg-
ment did not hetray him His readiness to pav
hard cash for nfficial favours won for him at once
a favourable heanng for lus views of the moral
shortconungs of his rivals—wviews which were 1n
complete harmony with Mogul sentiment—ir1-
tated as 1t had been by a long course of piracy 1
which the hand of the Old Company’s baser sei-
vants was only too clearly visible So the giound
was preparcd for a prolific harvest of misfortune
for Gayer and his assoclates and mncdentally for
a fine crop of scandals m which the English name
was to be dragged still further i the mne

Waite’s efforts and those of his colleagues on
the other side of India were 1emforced by a Royal
Emhassy to the Court of the Mogul, the first which
had proceeded thither since Su Thomas Roe's
disappointing mussion m 1615 As befitted the
importance of the event, the arrangements for the
Embagsy were conceived on a scale of dignified
splendour  Sir Willlam Norms, the envoy selected,
was given a salary of £2,000 per annum and hard-
some allowances, and was furmished with an
elaboiate retinue mcluding a chaplamn a bevy of
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secretalles a purse bearer, and a dozen other
personages filling highly ornamental offices A
warship was set apart for thesccommodation of
the envoy and his swite, and thiee other vessels
of the Royal Navy were sent to act as escort
In most respects this was by far the most 1mposing
effort that England up to this period had made to
mmpress the Indian mind  Stiangely hittle notice
15 taken of 1t 1n history, owing probably to the com-
plete fiasco in which 1t resulted  Yet 1t 1s deserving
of far more than casual notice 1f only for the hght
that the events accompanying 1t throw upon the
conditions of the India of that day, both as they
affected the Mogul poweir and the fortunes of the
Enghsh

Norus, who had been created a baronet by the
King for the special purposes of the Embassy, was
an offshoot of a well-known Tancashire family
seated at Speke Hall He had sat in Parhament as
member for Liverpool since 1695, and 1t 1s proof
of the considerable regard in which he was held
that duzing his absence 1 India he was re-elected
by his constituents, though subsequently he was
unseated on petition His estimable peisonal
qualities shme through all the voluminous corre-
spondence of the mussion, the more so as they are
in stmiking contrast with the coarse brutality and
low cunning of Waite But he was unquestion-
ably 1ll-fitted m the main for the discharge of the
task assigned fo him, which requured, 1n addition
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to a knowledge of Onental waye a capaaty for
mfmte patience and a plability of disposition
sufficiently pronounced to tolerate the mevitable
uttants of slow-movmg, mtrigmng Moguel diplo.
macy He was what to-day would be called a
House of Commons man, and the Parhamentarian
has rarely shone as a diplomat on the Eastern
o1 indeed any stage

At the very outset Nomms commutted a great
blunder by proceeding to the Eastern Coast ot
India mnstead of to Western India to 1each the
Mogul Court The route, which he had selected
by way of Golconda besides bemng less direct was
marked by other disadvantages Ite most seilous
defect was that 1ts adoption placed Noris at the
mercy of the servants of the Old Company whose
last desire was that his mission should he a suc-
cess Arriving at Masubpatam at the end of
1699, the Ambassador was recerved with *“ morti-
{ying indifference —was, in fact, left to shift for
himself  He did his best to dispel the coldness of
his compatriots—to break down the boycott for
such 1t actually was—but the forces of vested
mterest weie too stiong for him and after months
of humihating delays he was glad to accept an
invitation from Waite to make Surat lus pomt ot
depaiture [or the Mogul Camp

Smat certamly supplied a more congemal at-
mosphere for s Excellency the King’s Ambassa-
dor than he had found at Masulipatam  Arin-
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g there in December, 1700, he found (ayer at
Swally m the Old Company’s ship Tawstock. and
had the satisfaction of malking hrm lower his flag
to the Royal Standard which his own ship had at
the main A still greater trumph was arranged
later by the thoughtiul care of Waite aided by a
fiee use of the New Company’s gold This was
the public receptron of the Ambassador by the
Governor In all the panoply of High State office,
with banners fluttering gaily in the breeze, His
Excellency went mn digmified procession to the
palace It was a spectacle—or, to, give 1t a populay
Indian name, a tumasha—such as appealed from
its novelty and picturesqueness to the hearts of
the pleasure-loving natives

Fust came ““ His Excellency’s two flags—the
Umnion and his own arms ” followed by four richly
caparisoned state horses, twenty lances, fifty guns,
fifty bows and arrows, and ““ the King’s Arms flag
Then the spectators weie introduced to the musical
adjuncts of the cavalcade which embraced His
Excellency’s bagpipes (surely the first occaswon
on which then wend music was heard on Indian
sol), a kettle-drum, thiee trumpeters and four
hautboys, and a member of the sute carrymng
‘“a naked pword pomted up” The Liveries
{presumably the Ambassador’s peisonal attend-
ants) on hoiseback, and Norns's treasurer, with
the sword of State, now appeated to view, followed
immediately by His Excellency’s palanquin with
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on one side a guard of thirty peons carrying silver
lances and swords with scarlet scabbards and on
the other more peons bearing shields and fans and
simlar paraphernahia associated 1 the Ormental
mind with high office  Waite, in another palan-
qun guarded by men bearing siver lances was
close behind, and then after more soldiers and more
gentlemen on horseback, the natives were dazzled
with the magnificence of the State Coach wheren
rode the Secretary to the Embassy with the box
contaimng the King’s Commussion and the Royal
letter to the Emperor In the rear of the pro-
cession were four other coaches, *“ the last emptv ™

Altogether 1t was a brave display qute unhke
anything Surat had seen mn 165 long history It was
however, largely wasted effort as a means of fur-
theung the objects of the mission If the Am-
bassadorial magnificence produced any effect at
all, 1t was only to stimulate the greed of Mogul
officialdom, who saw 1n 1t welcome possibilities ot
further plundet in the mission

Annesley watched with curious inteiest the
artangements made for the establishment of the
New Company’s orgamsation It 15 asserted by
Bruce! and the statement 15 also made hy other
writers, that he actually joined the New Company’s
staff, but there 1s nothing in the records to mmdicate
this  That, however, he was anxious to be associ-
ated with the ventuie 1s shown by a letter which

1 Annals of the East India Com pany
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he wrote to Norns on the occasion of the Ambassa-
dor’s armval i Surat In this communication
Annesley 1efers to ‘“ unfortunate circumstances ™
which prevented him from wasting on Norns m
peison to congratulate him on his safe arnval and
to wish “ prosperous sueccess to lus designed nego-
tiations at Court,” and then proceeds ““The
Honble Sir Nicolas Waite (I suppose) has mformed
Your Excellency of my 1eadmess to contribute to
the latter (the success of the negothiations) by giving
him what observations I collected from the late
Generall, ®ir John Child, and s several prede-
cessors’ tiansactions with the Emperor for the
settlement of the Old Company’s trade m his
dominions, some of which I hope may be service-
able to you and material to be mserted mn your
desned Phnman >

It 18 not clear whether any response was made to
this offer  From the tenor of the 1ecords the
probability 1s that the New Company’s officials
kept stiictly aloof from the ex-President of the
Old Company’s factory 1n order the moie strongly
to emphasise their entire dissociation from the
nval system Evidence in support of this view
18 to be found in an entiy 1 the New Company’s
Consultation Book * tor October 23, 1701, relative
to an application that Annesley had made to
Waite for the use of a warehouse for the accommo-
dation of his goods which he had decided to remove

v Surat Factory Records, Vol 6
R
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from this “ troublesome house ”—a reference appar-
ently to his private remdence “ This request,”
the entry recites, seems at first but little and very
unfnendly to be deny’d to any of our country-
men,” but the writer goes on, “‘ the said Apnesley
signed bonds without leave from Sir John Gayer,
hig supernor, obliging the Old Company securmg
Terhutt against pirates, and upon whom ’*tis said
the Old Company has demands, and they at this
time by the Emperor’s orders under close confine-
ment for what these merchant mhabitants charges
upon you (himj, Resolved, that the apphcation
be refused as no goods belonging to Annesley can
be received mto the warehouse without entanghng
the Company’s affairs with this Government ’
Mamfestly from this Annesley was regarded by
the new armivals as a person with a comprommsing
past with whom 1t was best to have as Iittle to do
as possible

For some tume prior to the passing of this resolu-
tion by his Council Waite had been conducting
m an mtensive degree the ferocious campaign he
had mstituted agamnst Sir John Gayer and his
colleagues, and the reference in the foregomg entry
to the Bombay Governor's imprisonment relates
to the sequel to the course of intrgue and open
hostility . which the New Company’s President
had been engaged After hus first manrfestation
of willingness to fall in with Waite’s plans the Mogul
Governor had lapsed into seeming indifference
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He had not yet been bribed sufficiently to appre-
ciate the theory so assiduously pressed upon him
by the New Company’s chosen agent, their broker
Rustum, that the Old Company’s officials were
dangeious characters who should not be permitted.
to be at lberty Gradually, however, by the
exercise of the usual arts his eyes were opened
to the possibility insinuated by the cunning m-
triguers that Gayer and his Council might evade
their obligations by secretly departing from Surat
In order to make asswiance doubly sure Waite
decided to force the Governoi’s hand by himself
acting the pait of policeman

He caused his attendants to seize Wyche and
(Gainett two members of the Old Company’s
Council, and Richardson, 1ts secretary, and to
drag them with their hands bound through the
Suiat stieets to the Governor’s Palace Quite
delighted to find the infidels tearing each other to
pileces m this way, the astute Governor willingly
caused the unfortunate trio to be detamed until
they found security for then appearance when
requned—a characteristic device for levymg black-
mail Later he summoned both Waite and Colt
before him and bluntly asked which of them would
pay three lakhs of 1upees for the nght to trade
Neither gave a very direct answer, but Waite had
the double advantage of & clean slate for his organ-
1sation and a deep puise, and the Governor’s mind
giadually but surely inchned in the direction m
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which the New Company’s President wished 1t to
go Hs plans for encompassing the rwmn of the
Old Company’s staff were greatly forwarded by
Gayer’s unaccountable rashness By wisiting Surat
at this time he had, as 1t were, entered the Lion’s
den, but this was not all Instead of remainng
on hoard his ship, protected by 1ts guns, he took up
his residence ashore at Swally, and so was at the
mercy of the tyrant i authonty

Bitterly he had cause to rue his rashness One
morming & detachment of about fifty horse and
foot soldiers, led by the Governor’s son, swooped
down upon his apartments and toock him and his
wife and several factors prisoners They were
kept 1n close confinement at the Governor’s Palace
for a fortmight, and were then removed to the Old
Company’s factory, which for them and foi other
servants of the Company was, with mtervals of
hiberty, to be their prison for years Gayer had
no difficulty 1n fixing the responsibility for thewn
detention They were impnsoned, he told his
employers, “by an order from Court procuied
by Sir Nicholas Waite, the Haicaira of Surat, and
others of that hellish crew”

In a letter to Waite himself, written some time
after the occurrences just related, Gayer accused
his rival of treachery in betraying the Company’s
secret 1nstructions to the Governor He alleged
that “ the honest broker ” Rustum had bribed the
guards or otherwise they would have been removed,
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and said that the facts would ultimately be revealed
1n thei true colours and the unmasked actors would
have to make restitution “Y,” he proceeded,
“you had wrote us that you would not be remiss
i dishonourmg out nation in prejudicing every
English interest and person in Surat to the utmost
of your power and that of other Europeans also,
we muight have believed you, but the contrary we
cannot believe, notwithstandmg your scandalous
reflection of untoward mischiefs upon the mno-
cent ”’

In the history of the English in India there 1s
no more shameful episode than this fight between
the two nval trading organisations, culmmating
m. the captivity of Gayer and his colleagues Kven
judged by the less exacting canons of conduect of
those early times, there was something particu-
larly despicable m the wcatement by Waite of
the Mogul authority to repressive action agamst
the Old Comipeny’s servants It was race treach-
ery of the woist kind, and 1ts evil fiwuts remamed
to be gatheied for many dreary yeais in the teais
and maledictions of his countrymen Norrs,
who was before all things a patriot and a gentle-
man emphatically disavowed any reponsibility
for the oufiage when 1t came to his lkmowledge
later He went so far as to rawse doubts a» to
Warte's title to act as he had done, and to intex-
vene on the captives’ behalf at the Mogul Court
He had no reasen to love Sir John Gayen, but tus
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sense of fairness was shocked by a proceeding which
savoured of the methods of the bravo

(Gayer himself was not by any means fiee from
blame He had allowed his zeal for his employers
to sway s judgment to such an exfent that he
had set himself deliberately to thwait a muission
sent out to India with all the authonity that the
Crown could give 1t In a sense his conduct was
treasonable, as Warte asserted it to be, and m
other times and circumstances he might have
suffered a heavy penalty at a criminal bar 1 hns
own country for the measures he adopted These
comprised the setting on foot of an active move-
ment with the express object of preventing the
granting of the privileges which the Embassy
had been sent to India to obtain As soon a»
Norrs arnived at Surat he despatched to Aurung-
zebe’s Court an Armeman to itrigue with the
high officials and by corrupt measures secure them
as allies 1n the execution of the obstructive policv

Nothing could have been more mischievous for
English interests In effect the Mogul officials,
who never stood m need of any encowragement
where extortion was concerned, were incited to
put themselves up for auction to the highest d-
ders—those biddeis bemmg members of the same
1ace and the custodiansof the same natronal tiadi-
tions  The fatwity of the whole business would have
struck any one not blinded by prejudice and a
distorted sense of fidelity to a cause But reared
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m the narrow school of Sn Josiah Child, in which
the privileged position of the Old Company was a
chelished article of faith, Gayer was prepaied to
subordinate everything to the single purpose of
keeping the hated mtruder out of India

In happy iguorance of the full extent ot Gayer’s
design for s discomfiture, Noms had left Burat
on January 27 for the Emperor’s Comt He
travelled 1n a state which befitted the repiresenta-
tive of the English Crown chaiged with an 1mpor-
tant nussion  In his frain went sixty Ewmopeans,
all fully armed, and an escort of 300 native war-
1tors of sorts with a host of camp followers
addition  Amungzebe was at the time engaged
on one of his appalently interminable campaigns
agamst the Mahrattas and the Tmpenal lesiar
or camp vwas pitched at Birmapoor: on the Bhima,
where 1t had been fixed for some constderable time
for the greater convenicncc of the operations in
the southein tiacts infested by the elusive enemy
A long and weansome jonrney of 470 miles thiough
a wild and distmbed region brought Noirs on
Maich 7 to the wvicinity of the Imperial head-
quartels

The Empeior himself was away at Panola more
than a hundred nules further south, conducting
in person the opeiations agamnst the toe But
his Chief Minister, Asad Khan wa« m 1esidence,
and Noris's plan interest as well as duty was to
see hrm By an act of stupdity, howevei, he
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passed on his way without paying the visit, an
ormssion which converted into an enemy one who
might have been a triend Norms’s reason for
conduct which irremediably prejudiced his chances
of success was that he was not permitted to pay
his call 1n European state as he had wisited the
Surat Governor It was 2 poot excuse for so had
a blunder, but Norris’s consciousness of his dig-
nity was too deep seated to enable him to see that
theie are times when the greatest causes may be
wrecked by a punctihous regard for outward forms
He appears rather to have plumed himself on his
implied rebuff to the Vizier, and for a tume, at
all events, the consequences of his folly weie not
very clearly apparent

Aurungzebe made no objection to recerving
Norus with the pomp and crreumstances of Euro-
pean state on which he set so much store ** Old
and cazy” though the Emperor was, he took a
Lively interest in all that concerned the ielations
of e Empire with the Western world and was
really curious to know what was the precise 1mport
of this 1mposing mission, of which he had alreadv
heard much through the Harcoora and other
accredited correspondents His attitude may be
described as indulgent rather than friendly He
wag quite disposed to toleiate the English oa
terms but they must be his terms, he was fa:
too mighty a prince to yleld anything out of regaid
for a power establhished thousands ot miles awaj
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of whose position he had no very exalted 1deas
So the audience was freely conceded, and on the
appointed day Norns's Master of Ceremonies sui-
passed himself by providmg a pageant of the most
elaborate kind Once more the Unmion flag flut-
tered proudly in the Indian breeze, a token and
symbol of an ascendancy in India yet in the dis-
tant future

There were other flags and banners and strange
heraldic devices, and music m profusion, though
His Excellency’s bagpipes did not skiil, possibly
because His Excellency’s piper was indisposed.
The presents destined for the Emperor, conveyed
in several carts, accompamed by twelve brass
cannon, also a gift to Aurungzebe, were objects of
curlous 1nterest But 1t was His Excellency’s
treasurer wearing a golden key who created the
areatest impression  Brains were busy with calcula-
tions as to the amount of money which could be
unlocked with that glhttering key for the benefit
of the farthful courtiers of the Great Mogul It
was not long before the question was put to the
test In his wildest imagimings Norrs had not
concerved the cortupt counditions under which
busmess was normally conducted . Aurungzebe’s
Court

Norng’s introduction to the tortuous methods
of the Mogul Court had commenced immediately
after hrs fizst audience of the Emperor At that
mteiview Aurungzebe had fieely pronused the
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farmans for the factories of the New Company in
the three Presidencies and had graciously conceded
the 1ight to establish a mint m connection with
the Bengal establishment But when 1t came
to putting the Impernal concessions mnto writing
Nowus discovered, as Roe found before him, that
the drafting of Imperal rescripts was an extia-
ordmarly complicated business mvolving the
services of many officials all of whom had to he
conciliated by presents He used lus credits [reely,
dustributing largesse with a princely hand Un-
fortunately for him the emissaries of the Old Com-
pany were equally active, and their financial back-
mg was as good as that of the Ambassador It
became m time a contest 1 biibes 1 which the
victory mnchned to the Old Company not because
they were stronger, but owing to a fatal obstacle
that existed to the grant of the cherished piivileges
This was Aurungzebe’s fixed determination to
exact as a price of the farmans an obligation to
clear the pirates from the seas Waite had dis-
cussed the proposal in a letter which preceded
Norrs to the Court Indeed, 1t was claimed that
he had actually assented to the condition and that
the Emperor’s promise was grven 1n the behef
that the pomt had been agreed upon Noriis
knew that 1t was impossible to undertake any such
hability and m his representations to the Empeiol
pointed out that the cleanng of the seas of puates
would mvolve the suppiession of the Malabais
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and other Indian pirates who weie amenable fo
the Mogul power Awungzebe listened coldly
to these pleas, and 1 reply bluntly told Norms
that *‘the Englsh best knew whether ’twas to
then interest to trade, f the Ambassador refused
to give an obligation, he knew the same way back
to England that he came ”

When this stage of the negotiations was reached,
Not1s had spent several weary months in the Mogul
camp Out of funds as well as out of temper, he
decided to take the Emperor at this word and turn
his face homewards He applied for the necessary
permits to leave and obtamed what he believed to
be full authority to do so  But 1t was an essential
part of Court etiquette that he should have the
direct sanction of the Emperor conveyed at a for-
mal audience, and this courtesy Norris omitted
owmg to the circumstance that Aurungzebe him-
self had at this particular juncture broken up his
camp and started on a campaign designed to secure
the reduction of the great Mahratta stronghold at
Kelnah near Goa

At the end of the first day’s march the ubiqu-
tous and omscient Harcoora of the Court called
his Imperial mimster’s attention to the fact that
Norns was not following huim  Aurungzebe there-
fore gave orders to Mehemet Khan, the Dewan of
the Deccan, to request him to retuin to the leskar
Meanwhile, Norms had made considerable pro-
gress on his homeward journey Mehemet Khan,
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after following in the Ambassador’s tracks for
seven leagues without coming up with him re-
turned and miformed the Emperor of the abortive
result of his mission Aurungzebe zreatly en.
raged at the flagrant disregard of Court etiquette
shown by the Ambassador 1n leaving without an
audience with hym, 1ssued orders for the pursimt
and detention of Norris and for the stoppage ot
all the New Company’s trade pending his retwin
to the leshar The envoy was overtaken at the
end of his thiud day’s march, but he flatly declined
to hsten to the orders given to him to 1etuin
Marching on, he reached Birmapoor:, where his old
enemy Asad Khan was waiting for hnn  Ren-
forced by the pmmister’s authouty the Imperial
orders for the Ambassador’s return were not to be
openly defied But Norns still held out to the
extent of dechrung to reverse his order of maich
unt his mdignant protests against the treatment
to which he had been subjected had time to 1each
the Court

At the expiration of seven days Nomi~ having
had no reply and being impatient of further delay
started once more for Surat Anticipating active
measures of coercion, he put his Iittle force mn the
best possthle formation to resist attackk The
Europeans, numbering now about seventy, marched
at the head of the column, and they made quite
brave show, with their guns which were kept ready
for an emergency But Norrs had not gone f.1
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before he realised the futility of resistance Fhs
Indwan followers deserted en masse, and meanwhile
great clouds of horsemen gathered on the fanks
of his column, threatening at a signal to descend
on the httle band and overwhelm 1t Talang
the situation the Ambassador sent to the Mogul
leader an mtimation that he felt compelled to
yield to superior force, but he accompanied 1t with
a declaration of hissense of the indignity put upon a
peaceful envoy by makmmg him virtually a prisoner
The Nawab m reply protested that Norms was not
a pnsoner and showed by his subsequent conduct
that his only desire was to enforce a turther parley
with the Impenal officeis

Noiris was subsequently treated with ceremonions
respect, and when 1t was found that he was fully
resolved to have nothing further to do with nego-
tiations, a dutbar was arranged for his reception,
at which he was presented with a letter fiom the
Emperor to King Wilham and was invested with a
dress of honour accompamed by the substantial
gift of an elephant These attentions were after-
wards discounted by the discovery that the ele-
phant was forty years old and practically worth-
less But then menit to Norns was that they
lett hrm free to 1esume his march, which he did
on Febiuaiy 5 1702 1eaching Surat on Apnl 12,
after a jominey which had occupied five months

At the New C(ompany’s factory at Surat the
untoward developments of the mussion were fol-
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lowed with deepening anxiety as each report ie-
cerved made more mamfest the formidable nature
of the difficulties encountered When at length
the news came of the Ambassador’s departure
from the Imperal leskor without permission and
without having obtained the farmans, Waite sent
a strong letter of protest accompanied by some
severe criticisms ot the methods which had been
adopted, more especially by Mr Mlls, the Secte-
tary, of dealing with the Mogul officials  Norus
who was always ready to stand on his dignity
showed keen resentment of this interference m a
letter 1n which he wrote of the President having
acted from a ““ want of geod menners and out of
an 1tch of pride mtermeddled with matters that
were outside hig province ” Waite, incensed at
the tone of the rebuke, retorted that Norris treated
him and his Council “more hike footmen than
persons honoured and authorised by Royal de-
cree ”’

The teud took a more violent form when Noins
reached Surat Waite not only dechined to call
on the Ambassador, but flatly refused to adopt
the necessary measures to facilitate the departuie
of the members of the mission The position for
Norms was really a serious one  The sailing season
was rapidly wanmg, and 1if he did not get off in
the mmmediate future he would be detamned 1n
India unfil the end of the year, a prospect which
in any case would have been dreary but which
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was rendeied additionally distasteful by the empti-
ness ot fthe Ambassadoiial Exchequer Affer
many acnmomous passages of arms  between
“Hi Excellency ” and “Ths Majesty’s Consul
and Minister,” the latter o far relented as to place
ships at the disposal of the mission on a personal
gualantee being gtven by Norms 1n 1espect of the
cost of the voyage Even now the native authorr-
ties rtemained to be concihiated before the oider
for departure could be given

At length having fee’d the Goveinor and his
fellow-cormorants to the extent of several thou-
sands of rupees, the Ambassador embarked with
a great display of pomp on April 18, 1702 He was
not destmed to reach his native land Shortly
after leaving Mauntius (wheie s vessel had been
deteaned for some weeks) he was seized with
dysentery and died on October 10, 1702  In his
last hours he dictated to Hailewyn, the treasurer
ot the Embassy, a letter justitymng his conduct and
defending Mills, his secretary, from the aspersions
cast upon him by Waite This peculiarly human
document concluded with the pathetic expresston
of a hope that notwithstandmg his mistortunes
his memory would be respected

Noins need have been under no apprehensron
as to posterity respecting his memory Hi 18
not a great figure on the Indian stage, nox 1s it
a particularly heroic one But he had the ment
which belonged to few ot his contemporanes of
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keeping before him & high ideal of national honow
1t was a memnt which he at times caxiied to & fault,
and he would probably have been more successful
if he had shown a less exalted notion of what was
due to him as England’s representative Neve:-
theless, 1n the presence of so much that 1s humihat-
mg to the national amour propre in the history of
India at that period, we may be thankful that
there was at least one who gave to the couitiers
of the Great Mogul a fitting picture of an Enghsh
gentleman



CHAPTER X1V
The Treachery of Sir Nicholas Waite

Waite’s 1intrigues—LIresh aect of prracy-—1The Old Company’s
factory attacked—Gayer resolutely declines to surrender
—Gayer's bitter comments on Waite's duplicity—DMiger-
able condibson of the Old Company 5 servants—Appont-
ment of a new Governor of Surat—Waits influences lam
agamst Gayer and the Old Company—Gaver more rigor-
ously treated—Waite proceeds to Bombay and assumes
the office of Governor—Hrs unsavoury reputation 1o Surat
—The New Company’s disorderly factory—Gayer's
prolonged mmprsoninent—F mporor s order for the seizure
and confiscation of Annesley s property—Anneslev placed
on the Register—Gayver willing to mtervene on his hehalf
on terms—Waite's career 1 Bombay—He 13 arrested
by his Council and deported to Tngland—Death of
\urungrebe—-Gayer's cunons announcement of the
Emperor’s demise—Contest for the succession hetween
the Emperor’s sons—Gayer in disgrace—His death and
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B A N 1 R AR

Vi WiICUHULAD WATTE breathed more reely
when the Awhassador and hig smite had
quitted Burat A great and unbndgeable gulf
separated the principles of the two men  Norus
was all for conciliation in dealing with s fellow-

countrymen who were his nivals  Waite was pre-
273 3
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pared to descend almost to any depth to disciedit
and humihate them Unquestionably 1t was this
difference of temperament and character rather
than the actual circumstances of the mission that
led to the rupture between the two men Waite
thought that Norms should have taken a pait in
mtnguing agamst the Old Company, and he went
so far as to accuse him of being unduly favourable
to 1t because he would not do so  He could not
understand that the Ambassador’s mterference on
behalf of Gayer and his colleagues was prompted
by purely humane motives He himself suffered
from no such weakness His whole line of conduct
from the moment of his arrival in India was that
of a hitter and unscrupulous opponent who re-
garded the difficulties and even the sufferngs ot
his mvals as a legitimate means of advancng his
personal ends

Events in the period following Noris’s depaiture
favoured Waite’s designs Towaids the end of
August, 1703, a European pirate suddenly appeazed
off the Guzerat Coast, swooped down upon the
defenceless native shippmg, and woiked considei-
able havoc by plundering some ot the vessels and
causing others to drive upon the shore to escape
capture 'When the news of the raid reached
Surat, the old famahar scenes were re-enacted
A disorderly mob descended upon the Old Com-
pany’s factory, only, however, to find the gates
closed agamnst them They weie soon followed
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by the Cutwal's guards, who proceeded to invest
the factory, which they did completely Ly estab-
lhishing armed patrols at all approaches, thus cut-
ting off supplies and preventing mgress and egress

The cmisis was so suddenly precipitated that
Gayer had been unable to provision the factory,
but he resolutely dechined all demands for sur-
render, placing armed Ewopeans at strategie
points with ordeis to 1esmst attack to the last
This firm attitude had the effect of keeping the
miitary at a respectable distance, but the food
guestzon soon became a serous one  Water
would also have been lackmg had not the factory
well been kept m action by a small dianght ox
for whom improvised fodder was found by utihs-
mg the straw packing of wine bottles On the
twelfth day of the siege, when the outlook was at
its blackest, Waite with low cunnmg sought to
break down the resistance of the gartison by
sending to Gaye1r by a secret agent a ship of paper
upon which was witten a waining that 1t was the
Governot’s mtention to mune a portion of the
factory and put its occupants to the sword  Even
this disturbing mtimation did not move Gayer
from his purpose of holdimg the position at all
hazards

As he afterwaids wrote in a letter to the directors,
death was pieferable to surzender to the Cutwal’s

1 Cotual, cuwtwaul A pohee officer, supernntendent of
police
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guard of ruffianly Arabs and Turks with the cer-
tamnty of barbarous treatment in the Cutwal’s
vermnous prison, where they would be ironed
neck and leg and chamed to beams, the miserable
sport of their callous jailers The firmness shown
was not without its effect upon the authorties
On the thirteenth day of the siege the blockade
was so far relaxed that a small quantity of pio-
visions was allowed to enter the factory But
otherwise the restrammts upon the mmates were
maintamed with little mitigation of then migow
While the siege was proceeding Waite was
busy mtrigung with the authorities to secure
ascendancy 1n their councals Gayer's account
of his manccuvres sent to his deputy at Bombav
(Burmiston) speaks eloquently of the savage
bitterness that Waite’s devious conduct created
im the mmd of his mval ““’Tis said,” Gayver
wrote,  that that Grand Apostate of the infernal
regions 1s plotting to get under the merchant’s
chops (seals) an obligation from them to indemnify
himself from any seizure of the Dutch o1 others if
he send his yacht to Bombay to bing up thence
Abdul Guffore’s and other country ships there
He may effectually, as he vainly imagines expose
us to the utmost rage of this Goveinment agree-
able to s daily councils with hell to cut our
master’s and our throats at one stioke to promote
his unbounded Lucifertan ambition ”  Gayer went
on to give wstructions that Waite’s yacht should
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not be permutted to enter the anchorage o1 to have
any communication with the countiy ships He
continued *‘ Had we not great assmiance of the
hellish * contrivances of the fore named monster
we should not wnte wn such a stile, but the law
of nature oblhgeth the meanest of anmimals, much
more rational creatures, to defend themselves”

Agam and agam Gayer retuins to the subject
of Waite’s freachery mn his communications He
despised and hated the man and he unbuidened
his soul 1n languape which 1evealed the mmtensity
of lug loathmg We gather too, in his i1epoits
to the directors at home some 1dea of the depiession
which he suffered undex at the profoundly un-ates-
factory character of the Company’s position 1n
Westein India ¢ Thus.” he wiote after a 1ecital
of the facts of tus tnprisonment, *“ Your Honours
have an account of our nuserable circumstances
from year to year, without the application of any
redress that we yet heai of o1 any recawts fo1 our
gariison so long neglected Therefole 1f

1 Thys word, which sounds very dreadful to modern ears,
was uged quite freely by decent folk m the early part of the
eighteenth century Thus, the Rcv Samuel Wesley (the
vounger} 1n his poem ‘on the death of Mr Wm Morgan of
Chnistehurch, who died August 26, 1732, wrote

Whe now regreis las early wouth would spend
The hfe so nubly that so =oun would cind

Who but the Trend who omee his course withstood,
And whispcrea— ' Stay @ll hiky to be good
sure if belicied tobtam his hellkh am,
Adjourning to the time that never cawe
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any evil happeneth 1t cannot be charged at
our door while we are constrained night and day
to continue with our swords 1n our hands and that
which makes our circumstances more dismal 1
that we know not whether we shall strike when
assaulted for fear of all your servants i India
being cut off with ourselves that ale not m
garrison

As the year wore to a close there came a diver-
sion which seemed to offer a promise of better
things This was the deposition of the Govei-
nor for malpractices But 1t was peculiarly tiue
of the Surtat Goveinorship that “an Amurath to
Amurath succeeds ”  Appointed by corrupt means
and with the tacit understanding that their emolu
ments were largelv to consist of licat gamns, these
Mogul functionaries differed from each other only
m the degree of their avanice and tyranny The
new Goveinor, who took office at the commenre-
ment of 1704, was a fair specimen of his class  Ile
was not so vindictive as his predecessor, but he had
the same measure of acqusitiveness  Waite tool-
good care to mgratiate himself with him at the
eailiest moment by handsome presents The
Governor was gracious and quite prepared on the
basts of the mtioductory pourboire to discuss with
him the question of s future relations with the
Companies

Making the hest of his opportumtv Waite m-
sinuated that Gayer and his colleagues were very
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teirible fellows who would require a good deal of
guarding 1f they were to be kept from shpping out
of their obhigations under the security bond The
Mogul official, versed as he was 1n the intrigues of
the Court, must have divined Waite’s purpose,
and he might have resisted 161f substantial ground
for accepting the views put forward had not been
supplied m the form of a bribe ot Rs 27,000 With
this money m his pocket he had no soxt of dufficuity
n concluding that the servants of the Old Company
must be kept rigoiously confined for a further
indefinite pertod  This decision gave Waite what
his amhbitious soul craved—the Governorship of
Bombay TUnder the mstiuctions from London,
Gayer’s continuance in office depended upon his
being fiee to exercise its functions If he should
be 1. confinement at the expiration of three months
fiom the date of the receipt of mstructions the
post was to revert to Waite

Gayer protested to no purpose that in the cu-
cumstances in which the change was made Waite’s
assumption of the Goyernorship was a monstrous
usurpation of authortty The only argament
that was effective he scorned to make use of
“’Twould be no hard thing for us,” he wrote,
“1t we would piostitute our consciences, our
mastel’s estates the liberty of our countrymen and
the tiade of India to obtain the same measure to
be meted out to ow natural adversarys that they
have caused to be meted out o us, as 18 apparent, for
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we have been courted thereto™ Gayer doubtless
had not forgotten the costly duel of bribes which
had marked Norris’s Embassy and had no wish
to repeat the expensive experience

In quitting Surat Waite left behind him a repu-
tation which has anill savour m the nostrils of any
who have a regard for the decencies of life and
for fair dcaling  Gayer’s opinion of him 1s a hiased
one, but 1t may be taken to reflect views which
were held by his contemporaries on the spot
In a letter to the directors of December 10,
1702, he wrote —*‘8ir Nicholas Waite, who once
esteemed himgelf so great that he was not account-
able fo1 his actrons to God nor man 1s now, through
his hormble pride, folly, filthy mainage t and othe
vices, become very despicable m the eyes of all
men, and though he thought himself fit to govein
the world, the factory where he presides 15 the
greatest example of disorder that ever wee believe
was seen 1 India ”’

This pieture pamted by an avowed enemy 1s
gross enough, but 1t 1s really not much woise than
what 18 revealed of Waite in the New Company
records of the Surat factory which he must have
had a leading share in compiing Here we see
him one day piemding with all the pompous
accessories of the mournmmg of the time over a
special memonal gathenng m connection with the
death of Willlam JII, and the next engagimng 1n

1 Waite marred his miece
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the Council Chambe: 11 a bout of hsticuffs with a
member of his Counctl who had thieatened him
Some httle time afterwards there 1s another fracas
m which a drunken member of Counal assaults
a colleague and follows up his mtial attack by
hurhng at his adversary bottles which only nanowly
muss domng hmm grievous bodily harm—to adopt
legal language These hvely interludes have
their appropnaete counterpaits i controversies
over chaiges of conupt dealings and imputations
of treacheiy to the Company which ale fieely
bandied about when tiade 15 dull o1 the hated
members of the Old Company aie not occupying
attention The general impression left by these
bulky volumes of transcupts wiitten m Enghsh
exceptionally illiterate even lor that day s of a
sordid ménage dominated by one who was a com-
pound of the bully and the hypociite

Condemned to close mmprisonment by his im-
placable and unscrupulous uval, poor Gayer did
his best to mamntain in s prison kmgdom some of
the outward dignity which pertained to his posi-
tion He was very far indeed fiom being a soh
tary wvictim of Waite's treachery Lady Gayer
shared his captivity, and there were besides in the
factory Colt and the other members of Council
as well as a numelous body of jumor factois and
writers and otheis who had been diawn mto the
net widely spread by the Mogul authorities when
they determmed to suppress the Old Company’s
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trade A return prepared n January 1702
showed that the captives numbered 109 persons,
including twenty-one Enghsh officials of the Com-
pany, six ladies, two children, two surgeons, and
fifteen seamen Their mmprisonment varied m
rigour according to the caprice of the Governor
and his myrmidons, but the restraint exerased
was always sufficiently stringent to prevent anv
1eal freedom of movement outside the walls ol
the factory

Annesley apparently escaped for a fime the
unwelcome attentions of the Government As
the President of the Old Company who had given
the security bond, he was, however, a suspect, and
in. due course the long arm of Mogul mtrigue
reached mim One day a guard descended upon
his house, made him a prisoner and took possession
of all his effects The action was taken at the
instigation of the Harcoora, who owed Annesley
a grudge lor what he 1egarded as his undue paisi-
mony 1n distributing bribes when he was 1 powel
Why he should have allowed so long a period to
elapse before he exacted the penalty 15 not obvious
but 1t may be presumed as fairly certamn that the
ex-President had rejected demands for the liquda-
tion of past claims which the Harcoora had advanced
on the revival of the measures agammst Gayer and
the other officials of the Old Company  The dectee
under which the Governor acted aganst Annesley
was to this effect —
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‘“The Emperor Aurungzebe’s Hushul hookum *
to the Goveinor of Suratt

“29th January

1703/4

“On the second day of the month Ramzan, in
the 36th year of the reign of the Emperor Aurung-
zeeb, Fuzzul cawn wittes at hus commmand to Darnur
cawn, Governor of Suratt

“ About this time a petition arrived at the
Palace mforming us that M1 Annesley, the for-
mer President for the Old Enghsh Company,
having been long since dismist the service and Mx
Clolt substituted m his room, was desirous to retuin
home on their gships, as hikewise how ye displaced
Chef had amassed together great sums of money
for the aforesard Old Enghsh Company by prracys
robberys, depredations and terntyng of the True
Believers, and having packt up al was m a readi-
ness to be gone

“Therefore I sigmiy the Empeior’s commands
to you that you are to serze upon 1t and confiscate
1t to his Treasury and not suffer him to depart ”

By vntue of this decree Annesley was, as he
afterwards termed 15, put upon the Register,” a

* Hosb-ul-hukm, Husb-vol-koskm, corruptly Housbul-
hookum  According to command The imtial words and
thence the title of a document i3sued agreeably to Royal
authoritv by the Vazr or other high officer of the Govern-
ment —Wilson’s Glossary of Indian Terws
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form of detention which does not appeaxr to have
mvolved continuous 1mpusonment, but which
prevented the peison registered fiom quitting
Surat The pait of the decree 1elating to the
seizure and confiscation of Ins property was pro-
bably not caitied out to the fullest extent It 1t
had been Annesley would have been rumed and
that he continued to tiade with fanly ample
means 18 cleal fiom the records It seems likelv
that he bought off his oppressors to the extent
at all events of saving his property In the Old
Company’s records 1s a letter to Annesley from
Gayer appatently n reply fo one trom the torney
asking for intercession with the authorities on lus
behalf Gayer appears to have been quite willing
to mmterest himself 1n the manner suggested but
he ponted out that nothing could be accomphshed
without money, and he required a grarantee that
he would be reimbursed any outlay that he muuht
be put to Annesley's reply has not been pie-
served, but well versed as he was in the ways of
the Mogul officialdom, he no doubt fully expected
to have to pay for his hberty and made no dith
culty about the undertaking demanded of him
Gayer and Annesley are here shown on teins
of almost friendly mtimacy The hatchet seems
to have been buried at least to the extent of the
Old Company’s President looking indulgently on
Annesley’s efforts to frade independently = There
are several allusions to operations 1n which he was
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engaged at this pemod  In one mstance the trans-
action related to some diamonds i which Annesley
had traded on behalf of Sir Btephen Evunce or
Evans., one of the Company’s directors (ayer
cave his sanction to the despatch home of the
precious stones but he accompanied 1t with the
equivocal comment * M: Annesley cannot tor-
get s old tncks” His old tricks apparently
were private trading and sending home his consign-
ments by the Companv’s ships  The fact that
he was acting for one ot the duectors doubtless
had its effect on Gayer who wasalways deferential
to high authonty

Meanwhile Waite had talken up his new responsi-
biities 1 Bombay His tiecacherous conduct
excited against hum a genetal feehng of detestation
amongst the servants of the Old Company in India
One who was named for office 1n the new adminis-
trafion declmed to accept the appomtment, saying
that he would soouer be a sentinel at Fort St
George than scive as second 1 Couneil under
Waite m Bombay Difficulties m securmg col-
leagues n his Government were only a minor part
of the trouble which Waite experienced when he
set foot on the plond  The settlement had never
recovered from the calarmties which were inflicted
upon 1t by the Sidh’s mvasion So deplorable
was 1ts condition n the last year of Gayer’s resi-
dence there that only a single hoise exwted upon
the island which he could use Tiade had been
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reduced to the vamshing point and the native
population consisted for the most part of toddy
drawers and a small number of agriculturists and
fishermen who eked out a miserable existence by
the sale of thewr produce to the few mhabitants
and casunal visitors from outside who were 1n need
of supplies A great storm which swept over the
1sland 1n the Monsoon season of 1702 had added
to the prevailling wietchedness The tale of misery
was completed by an epidemic of fever and choleia
which carried off hundreds of the mhahitants and
reduced the small European commumity to the
verge of extinction

It was with no feelings of elation that Waite
took up his duties n Bombay Any exaggciated
cxpectations that he may have entertammed as fo
the added digmty he would enjoy as the autoerat
of this httle island kingdom were completely
removed by contact with the sober 1ealities of the
situation he found there Writing soon after his
arrival he refers contemptuously to “ this beg-
garly but fertile 1sland,” and subsequent comments
are 1 the same depreciatory stramm His col-
leagues were a small body of officials, several ot
whom were seriously il and all of whom wete
wnfected by the gloom of an exile i which diseuse
and death were 1ts dally accompaniments The
offictal ranks had been so thinned at this time that
the Council had wirtten home imploring 1emtorce-
ments 1n terms which would have moved a heart



SIR NICHOLAS WAITE'S TREACHERY 287

of stone *“It will be morally impossible,” they
sard despairingly, “ to continue much longer from
gomg undergiound 1f we have not a large assist-
ance out.” The position was made more menacing
by the presence on the mainland near Bombay of
a great Mogul aimy which at any time might
descend upon the little band of Enghshmen and
extermmate them  Ultimately the danger passed,
to the intense 1elief of the settlement, but the
general conditions remamed m the same hopeless
state failling the aiirval of the anxiously awaited
relief

In his reports home at thus period Waite was
seelong to justufy buuself as best he could [rom the
charges brought agamnst him by his rivals His
contention was that Gayer had brought his troubles
upon himself by prematmely disclosing the fact
of the union of the two Companies and so inviting
the unwelcome afttentions of the authorties As
for the personal 1ssue between himself and Gayer,
he posed as an injured mnocent whose character
had been blackened by calummnious aspersions,
“as 1if Hell were at libeity and no God to be
found ” The disoigamsed state mnto which the
affairs of the two Companies had been brought
by ther bitter nivahy saved Waite for a fime from
the consequences of his double dealng But he
was an 1mpossible yepresentative for any self-
respecting organmisation, and after a few years’
enjoyment of the shabby honours of the Gover-
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norship he was displaced 1n favour of his senior
member of Council—Aiwslabie  His departure from
Bombay was marked by dramatic circumstances
1n keeping with his whole career in Western India

Towards the close of 1708 a violent dispute ai1ose
between Waite and the members of his Counacil
relative to some business transactions then bemng
carried through The Governor, when challenged
by Aislabie, the Deputy-Goveinor, to explam a
discrepancy 1n the accounts, rose in a passion and
“ protested that he would not concern himselt or
transact any more busmess with them (the Counal}
than what was necessary, which was the ordeing
the payment of the monthly accounts ™ “ From
that day,” according to an affidavit aftervaids
prepared by Auslabie,® ““ he locked up the Consulta-
tion Room and kept to his own private lodgimas’
Subsequently Waite caused one of the piotesting
members of Council (Phipps) to be airested and
publicly mntmmated that possessing as he cid the
Queen’s Commission, he intended to act independ-
ently of the Company’s orders or the wishes of his
Counal  Aislabie bemg, as he says, convinced
that Waite designed to seize the 1sland and to tahe
violent action agammst his Council decided ™ tor
the safety of the island, the Honble Compani’s
estate and their own lives,” to place him under
arrest A warrant was issued for this puipose
on November 18, 1708, and executed the follow-

1 Home Misc, Vol 332
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mg day When Waite was searched theie was
found m his possession a parcel of diamonds the
property of the Company He was made to dis-
gorge his spoil, and after bemng subjected to much
mdignity was shipped off to England 1 a home-
ward bound vessel then on the pomt of leaving

Aslabie submitted a report of lus actions to Gayer
with the object of securing support for us coup
d'état from the Surat Council  Gayer, well pleased
to have the opportunity of firng an effective
parting shot at lis bitter enemy, m due course
supphed the Bombay C(ouncl with a complete
vindication of their proceedings in the form of a
proclamation fiom the members of the Swat
Counal “ to all the Honble Company’s Covenanted
servants, officers, soldiers seamen and inhahtants
of Her Majesty's Island of Bombay,” mtimating
that the Goveinor had been deposed, and enjoming
them to iender all the assistance i then power
to Asslabie and his Couneil

When Waite arrived m England he lodged a
complamnt agamst Aislable, asserting that he had
been deprived by the Deputy-Governor of valuabte
private papels At the outset the directors were
disposed 40 censwe the conduct of the Bombay
Council, holdmg that nothing but extreme necessity
could justify such violent measures as had heen
taken But when the facts relative to Waite’s
dishonesty became known to them, they accepted

the position wlich hed been cieated, contiiming
T
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Amglabie 1n the office of Governor ~ Waite stiove
o secure redvess for what he regarded as his wiongs,
and at mtervals his affairs were the subject of
occasional discussion up to the time of his death
which occurred some years after his return to his
native land With his demuse disappeared fiom
the scene one of the most despicable Enghsh chai-
acters that walked the stage of India 1 those
remote days

Another and mightier figure who had exercsed
a potent mfluence for ill on the fortunes of the
hittle English community at Surat also drops out
of om narrative at this pomnt In the ealy part
of 1707 Aurungzebe, stricken unto death was
hving his last hours 1 melancholy 1solation 1 his
camp at Ahmednagar The great object of lus
later life—the subjugation of the Mahrattas—was
further from attamment than 1t had ever been
since he started hts campaign with a mghty
host more than twenty yeais previously Dis-
appointed and dmillusioned, a prey to 1emoise,
the forlorn Empeior revealed the anguish of his
soul 1n letters to his distant sons which are
amongst the most poignant of the last confessions
of Imperal greatness

“Many were around me when 1 was born but
now I am gomng alone,” he wrote *° What am 1
01 why came I into the world ? I cannot tell I
bewail the moments X have spent forgetful of God's
worship I have not done well by the country
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or 1ts people My years have gone bv profitless
God has been in my heatt, yet my darkened eyes
have not seen ILis glorious light The aimy s
confounded and without heait or help, even as T
am, apart from God with no rest for the heart
Nothing brought I mto thizs world, but I cany
away with me the burden of my sins  Though my
trust 18 m the mercy and goodness of God, yet I
fear to think of what I have done Without hope
1 myself, how can T hope 1 others ?  Come what
may I have Jaunched my barque upon the waters
Farewellt Farewell ' Farewellt”

In keeping with the spint of humble contrition
revealed 1m these moving sentences Auiungzebe
gave orders for the last 11tes when breath had left
his body *Camy this creature of dust to the
nearest spot  theie commit him to the eaith with
no useless coffin™ weie his 1nstructions His
funeial followed stictly on these sumple ines  No
member of the House of Tunur had ever been
buried with less pomp

Outside the Impertil camp the news of Aur-
ungzebe’s death produced a sensation difficult
adequately to descithe  Ifor more than half a
centwy the dead Xmperor had ruled not wisely or
effectively, hut lus personality had stamped itself
upon the lile ol a greater part of India in a manner
which the lives of none of his piedecessors had
done since the days of Akbar  We may gather
something of the awe and perhaps diead mspired
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by the Emperor’s death from the curiously mysten-
ous way m which Gayer thought it necessaiy to
convey the facts of the demse and the subsequent
developments to his subordinate m Bombay
Sundry letters received, he said, “ affirm that the
sun of this hemisphere s set and that the star of
the second magmitude, bemng under his mendian
and 1n his place in the ecliptick (while above the
horizon), 1s exalted to his Orb in the heavens What
will ensue on this change of firmamentary hghts
(proceeded the communication) God only knows,
but 1t’s feared that that of the fitst magmtude
tho’ under a remoter meridian and distant place
m the echptick, wil struggle to exalt itself tho’
under disadvantages by reason of remoteness fiom
the former sun’s place and want of 1ts waime
influence ’Tis also added that that of the second
magmtude 1s preparing for a swift 1ace to the
equmuoxial pommt of this Heaven where these
celestial bodies receive thewr full hght” Ths,
being interpreted, was meant to convey that Aw-
ungzebe had died and that his eldest son, Prince
Azam, had assumed power, though 1t was feared
that the Emperor’s second son, Shah Alum, then
im Northern India, would make a id for the suc-
cession

Gayer's shrewd forecast of events was completely
verified On hearing of his father’s death, Shah
Alum marched southwards with a formudahle
force recruited from the northern provinces and
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from Bengal =~ Affer a brief parley, with the object
of getting his brother to accept a compromse by
which the Empite would have been divided between
them, Shah Alum joned battle with the forces
of Prince Azam and gamed 4 decisive victory over
them at Jaju in the Upper Provinces The prince
umself was hilled and his aimy dispersed, and
though the struggle for Empire continued for some
time longer with Kamn Balsh, Aurungzebe’s young-
est son, as the chief protagomst, Shah Alum had
no setious difficulty m establishing his claim to the
SuCeession

The change m rulers hrought with 1t no allevia-
tion of the lot of the unfortunate prisoners m the
Enghsh Factory at Surat  Local authonty counted
for much m the dismtegrating Mogul Empare, and
the Swiat officialdom took care to preserve to 1t-
selt 1ts pretogative of fleecing and oppressing the
European tiaders who were at its mercy Gayer
made repeated efinrts to secure s release, but for
& long penod to no purpose  His imprisonment;
was made the mee wrksome by the tenour of the
despatches fiom home which were full of querulous
complaints as to short omunes of theu servants,
as 1i thev were t1ee men conducting the Company’s
affairs 1 the accu-tomed way

On one occasiou when Gaver had been ealled to
account tor iy supposel neglect in keeping the
directors well posted mn the aftans of India the
captive Governor made a spited protest against
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the unfairness of this attitude In a letter dated
May 4, 1705, he wrote ““ Yom Honour’s reflections
on us for that general news arrives you sometimes
before you have 1t m our letters we humbly concerve
15 severe considering owl encumstances of being
close shut for five, six, and more than seven months
together, while all peisons are forbid on the gieat-
est penalty but deeth to converse with us o to
bring us or cairy fiom us the least scrap of pape:
One that we made use of to conveigle to us and
to carry from us by way of a window or some
other such hole little notes rol’d up to the bigness
of a qull did frequently caution us for fear of
being discovered, affiimmg that he would rathey
be hanged than taken m the act, notwrthstanding
which we left no stone unturned to forwaid advies
to your Honour That want of advices some-
times under such circumstances should pocue
your reflection without any consideration of om
repeated mtollerable sufferings 1s to us matter of
great admiratron and discouragement, especially
seemg the Dutch bought off their impisonment m
Dmant Canne’s (Khan’s) time with torty thousand
rupees and delivered them goods to the amount
of tour lakh and fifty-five thousand rupees, and
Abdul Guffore, when we would not comply m
the same manner suffered the utmost of Mooush
tyranny, to which we must add they made them-
selves easy with their master’s money and dehvery
of their goods, yet effectual care hath been taken
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to 1elease them, while we 1emain hable to be treated
as bad as ever we have been

Many weary months passed after the penning
of these sentences before Gayer was able to bieak
the coils of s prison house His 1elease came
in an unexpected and fo some extent unwelcome
way In 1707, when the measuies for the wuting
of the two Companies were completed, the duectors
entiusted the work of recrganisation at Surat not to
Gayer but to Ephiaim Bendall, who was lus junion
mn the seivice  This supersession of the mpuisoned
Grovernor was due very much to the same cause
as that which had brought Annesley to guef
The Company suspected Gaver of financal n1egu-
lamtres  The gravamen of then charge was that
he having manied the widow of Baxtholomew
Harris  Annesley’s predecessor m the office of
Chief of Surat, had put forward a haudulent claim
agamst the Company based on a false statement
of account

When (ayer became awaie of the sentunents
of the dnectors he wiote a plamtive letter of
expostulation  Thenn honows action 1 with-
holding payment ot the claims of Hainss cie-
ditors becanse of thew svspenn nf as unfathial-
ness he said added to the affliction which he had
long gioaned under *‘not knowimng what 1eason
induceth vou to deale so severely with me fo1
that though there weile & small ertor or two 1 the
account fust sent you under mme and Council’s
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hands, they ate since gone home pertect 1 your
books, and s (Harris’s) credit amseth chiefly or
rather almost wholly from his money paid into your
cash by the succeedmg President (Annesley) and
Council who past their interest bills for the amount
to my now wife some years ere 1 was marned
to her and long before my former wafe dyed who
I esteemed more likely to survive me than I her
which I presume 1s sufficient to remos e all jealousy
of my having done anything frandulently towaids
the stating of the accounts ”

Gayer then discussed the accounts i detai] and
expressed an earnest hope that the duectors would
seftle with Harns’s creditois The payment, he
asserted 1n some final sentences would be without
any advantage to him I not having a pice of
his i my hand , neither do 1 design to appropuiate
a pice thereof to my own use, but should be glad
to clear with all here as well as elsewhere when
Your Honours shall enable meso to doe by paving
me the ballance of his account ”

Gayer succeeded no better than Anuesley
convincing the directors of s financwl probuty
Armed with definite instinctions Bendall, actme
mn conjunction with Proby, Wyche and Boone estab-
lished the Umted Companys headquarters at
the New Company's Factory Tlus course was
disapproved by Gayer, who held that the Old
Factory was a far miore smitable bulding for the
Company’s purposes than the rival and smaller



SIR NICHOLAS WAITE'S TREACHERY 297

establishment But a few days later he showed
his appreciation of the changed conditions by
sending over to the New headquarters at Bendall’s
request all the Old Company’s servants together
with the official coach and the oxen and horse and
equipment belonging to 1t as well as the flags and
othei emblems of power

Apparently Gayer continued to reside i Surat
for some time after his official disgrace We hear
little more of hin however until the beginning
of 1711 when he embaiked at Bombay for his
native land The i} fortune which had marked
all his later career accompanied him to the end
The slup m whith he was a passenger when off
Cape Comorin encountered & Fiench fleet of four
vessels In the engagement which ensued Gayer
received wounds from which he died a few days
later  His will, which was proved at Bombay,
shows that mn sprte of his long 1mprisonment
he amassed a respectable fortune  Amongst other
beyuests was a legacy of £5 000 for the benefit of
young ministers and candidates for the mimstry

more espécially those holding the same prin-
cipley e~ Richard Baxter Colt, who died a year
or two before his old chief also left a substantial
estate trom which s native town of Deal pro-
fited

! Colt s will (a verv long document) appears in Surat Fac-
tory Records Val 5 Colb lett a legacy of £6,000 to be paid
a1x months atter the news of lus decease arnived 1o Tingland
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It 18 not easy to part company with Gayer with-
out paymng a tnbubte to his fine guahties All
through his long and unmerited sufferings he showed
an mdomiable spirt worthy of our respectful
admiration His loyalty to his employers was
beyond reproach, and 1t stands out m the bolder
relief 1n contrast with the conduct of many of his
colleagues who used their positions to subvert
the position of the Company whose pay they 1e-
ceived In less strenuous times he would have made
an admnable admimstrator and left a 1ecord
which might have competed n usefulness with
that of Aungier As lus record stands 1t merely
supphes some melancholy episodes in what 1s, all
m all, the most depressing chapter m the history

of the development of British power m Western
India

and 2 further legacy of another £2,000, or Rs 16,000 to be
remitted later to his brother Wm Colt, of Deal, with the pro-
viso that he should pay hie two sisters, Sarah Mantle and Mary
Holness, £50 a year each for life  Subject to further legacics
mcluding £50 to the poor of Deal Colt left the rusidue of
his estate to s widow  Jno Gayer, E RBendalland B Wiche
attested the will under date Jurne 30, 1708



CHAPTER XV

Annesley and the Rev. Samuel Wesley

Annegley as a Frec Merchant—His trading transactions—
Deals 1n diamonds—Zfforls to sceure reinstatement—
Lettor to Sur Stephen Evans, a darector, ofreting to super-
mtend adjustment of the accounts with the Purakhs—
Curious autobiographical refections—inneslcy appoints
the Rev Hamuel Wesley Ius agent in England—Instrue
tinng to Wesley—Violent dispute botween Anncsley and
Vi celey---Susanna Weslev s defince of her husband—
Annesley & obstinate silence

N the later years of Gayer’s confinement Annes-
ley pursued the even tenour of his way with-

out the harassing cares which had chequered his
Iife from the time that he became Piesident of
the Surat Factory His old enemy the Harcoora
disappeared from officral life 1n a cloud of obloquy
The new official, doubtless conciliated by the cus-
tomalry means, was content to leave the ex-Presi-
dent 1n the enjoyment of the modified freedom
which one ““ on the 1egister 7 was permitted  Even
Abdul Guffore apparently had come to the conclu-
sion that nothing was to be gamed by itnguing

agamst hrm  His position was that of an wde-
299
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pendent merchant—a Free Trader to adopt the
classification of the East Indix Company He
bought and sold when and wheie he could, and
was hampered by no restrictions other than those
immposed by the native government and the dis-
ruptive conditions under which all trade was done
in that period owimng to the piracy which was
rife on the Indian coasts

At an early stage of the history of Enghsh devel-
opment m India, before the New Company had
appeared on the scene, he would have been an
“mterloper” for whom no fate was too bad n
the eyes ot the official representatives of Indie
House But adverstty had tempered the zeal
for monopoly which, as we have seen, once burut
hke a holy flame m this quarter, and Anneslev
was tolerated if not encouraged m his mmdependent
efforts by Gayer and his Counecill Ewvidence of
this 15 furnished 1n the records which show a nmn-
ber of transactions i which the ex-Piesident’s
interests were mvolved The following entiies
which appear m elose juxtaposition  are mnterestimy
m this connection —

February 18, 1704/5
“ Order to Captn Jonatham Collet to 1recene
on board the ship Howland from Samuel Annesley,
Hsq, one pot contaimng benzoar and pearls and
one box contaming diamonds

1 Surat Records, Vol 101
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February 21 17045
‘John Gayer hath transferied twenty-mne
thousand and nmety-six r1upees and fifty-six pice
of his eredit with your Honours to M1 Annesley’s
credit 1 yowr books which 1s the sum he stands
indebted for mn said books ”

The second fransaction 1s probably the financial
sequel of the first the amount named in the entry
representing Gayer’s payment of the value of his
shate 1w the shipment

Here, as 1n other dealings of which we have a
record Annesley 15 shown tiading 1 diamonds
Those were times when precious stones of all
kmds were to be bought cheaply in the bazaars
of the Indian towns Mahratta loot found its
maiket there, and m addition there was a steady
realisation of the trinkets and jewellery of well-to-
do famlies 1educed 1n cucumstances by the dis-
mtegration of Mogul power 1t was at about this
time that Thomas Pitt on the other side of Tndia
acquired the historic diamond, the sale of wluch
for a vast sumn laid the foundations of his illus-
trious tamily Annesley had not the good fo1-
tune of his countryman, the Governor of Madras,
1o acquire & stone which cariied with 1t such poten-
tialities of wealth, but he was a shiewd dealer and
certainly made a substantial profit The pearls
mcluded 1n the consignment may have come from
the Persian Gult, whence “the barbamc pearl”
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of Ormuz and of Ind was tradhtrionally derived
Benzoar, the once popular antidote or supposed
antidote to powson, m all likelihood was imported
from the same guarter It was a common article
of Indian trade m those days with franlincense,
spikenard and myrrh and other aromatic rarities
assoclated from time immemeorial with the East
Though 1 many respects Annesley was far
better off in his positton as an unattached tiader
he never lost hope of some day 1egammmng his old
status under the Company He hankered aiter
the dignity which attached to the President’s
office, he longed probably still more for the oppo-
tunities which 16 brought of personal profit  While
matters continued in the disordered state m which
they were left by the bitter rivalites ot the two
Companies and the oppressive measuies of the
Mogul authornties he had nerther the opportumty
nor possibly the desne to rarse the yuestion of
reinstatement But when Lord Godolphin’s award
brought about a veal wnity of interest he thought
he saw his chance of rehabihtating himself The
actnal openming for his effort was sapplied by the
old question of the unsettled biokeis’ accounts

! The disputes between the Old and the New Companirs
were referred to the Earl of Godelphn, Lord High Treasurer
who after a thoroughgomg mvestigation, delrcred his award
on Septenber 29, 1708, the immediate result of which was the
uting of the val organisations with the ritl of the United
Company of Merchants of England Trading to the Tast Indics
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In addition to the outstanding habihities of the
Company 1tself there was a claim to a sum of
R 150,000 on the part of Su (esar Child, the
son of Sir John (hild, the amount ncluding the
fraudulent charge inserted in the accounts by
the Parrakhs after the latter’s death to the great
indignation ot Annesley as recorded in a previous
chapter

Annesley entered mmto correspondence on the
subject of these accounts with St Cesar Child
and also with Sir Stephen Evans, the director, with
whom he had been associated in the diamond
transaction pieviously referted to As an out-
come ot these preliminary communications he
was 1t would appear mvited to formulate his
views 1n detaled form for submission to the Court
of Durectoas  The resultant letter which has heen
preserved 18 one of the most sigular documents
ot the Iind in the Indian archives Amdst a
good deal of ingemous argument on complicated
ponts of financial detail there are many personal
allusions and 1eminiscences which seirve to ilunun-
ate the character of the writer

The letter, which appears to have been written
n the early part of 1709, opens with a reference
to pievious correspondence, and more particularly
to 2 communication recerved a few weelks previ-
ously—* a further addition to the many favows I
formeily recerved, fo1 all which,” says the wuter,
¢ I must ever remamn your debtor beyond the



304 ANNESLEY OF SURAT AND HIS TIMES

possibiity of retalbation” Annesley then goes
on to deal with a scheme which apparently had
been discussed by the Court of Directors for
appownting a Commussion m Bombay to nvest-
gate the question of the outstanding accounts,
with the ex-President’s assistance He declared
that nothing should be wanting on his part to
apswer the expectations that had been raised,
but he hinted that there mught be a failwe owing
to the shortcomngs of the members of the Bombay
Councl who would be associated with him i the
mqury  “If” he said, “they are 1emuss
requining all papers of account I shall want or
I summonng persons to be examimed as 1 duect
and they and the gentlemen heie be deficient,
when the chaige 1s drawn up to demand satisfac-
tion either by the Government or (if need be) a
superior power, the Court will be disapponted,
and 1 can dono more than declare how they came
to be so ™

These ntroductory 1emarks lead up to a char-
acter sketch of the Parrakhs which gives a very
graphic pictitre of this Baman combmation whose
fortunes were so strangely mterwoven with those
of Avmesley  “ The Purmadhs {(with whom chefy
wee have fo do} ave,” the ex-President wiote,
“the heads of the Gentues! in this place, and
the whole body of them moves at therr back m

! Gentues The old Anglo-Tndian name for Hindoos The
Mobammedans were ¢ Moors ™
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any dispute with the oppressive officers They
are wealthy subtle and malicious, as well as
powerful, can bube, dewvide, menace and by 11
arts 1emove those that oppose them, being above
shame and uncontroled hy conscience They
wil suppress or forge aceounts and back 1t with
witnesses or stafle evidence, and know how to time
any such artifices as their occasion serves, and
when haidly pressed wil fling a part overboard to
gave the remamnder And what can’t such per-
sons do so qualified with an arbitary Govt where
money answers al things *”

The wuter passes on to deal with the history
of the disputed brokeis’ accounts ““ In the latter
end of the year 1698, before the Company dismist
me then service, I began with two or three of the
up-country brokers under the factory of Broach,
and having got their books soon discovered frauds
in them to the amount ot 1,500 and od rupees But
troubles intervening from the pyrates, I did not
proceed but returned their accts, and gave i what
1 had done to the book keeper, who I presume has
chaiged those brokers with 1t 1 then saw 1t
necessary to desue Sir John Gayer to get a power
Court vver the principal brokers to cal ’em to an
acet , who began to be alarm’d at my prymg mto
then inferior actions But what was done in
the mattel 1t never concerned me to inguire.
O1 had T been so curious to do 1t I should have
been thought mmpertinent and perhaps have been

T
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told so Nay, now (1f I mistake not) 'tis believed
I mtrude mnto what does not helong to me and
reflect on those 1n place as if they wanted skil or
honesty to manage their trust Isuppose SirJohn
Gayer knew as soonas I what the Court wrote me
for presently I was askt by a chief person here if [
thought Su John Gayeir would suffer the Biokers
to wiong the Company, or that they could do 1t
without lis knowledge 1 could easily have
answered Ius question, but thought to wave il
"Tis wel 1f this goes noe further than censure and
none 1 power looks on hig reputation to counte:-
mme or (which 18 the same thing) not to hack my
designs , for then they must fall ’Twould be «
folly permicious to myself and of no seivice to the
(ompany, vainly to endeavour to 1ow against the
wind and =o strong a cuiient I believe you 1e.
cerved not my packet by the Albemarle to have
been laid before the Committee of correspondence
{with other letters) when I wrote to Su (aesa:
Child, May 3, 1707, viz —'1 almost despan of
serving you 1n your account with the Pailacks, for
I tear nothing can be done in 1t but by compulsion
They will be unwilling to part with soe gieat a sum
a3 long as they can keep 1t, and to force them will
stir up their 1age agamst a puvate person and
they have power to back then iesentments and
wickedness to stick at nothing instiumental to
their revenge’

“I think I acquainted you with an mstance mn
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myself of the hoind injustice of these people
The Haicoora (who 1s 3rd officer of the town)
thought me too saving of the Company’s money
when I was chief, having been less libetal to him
than the Dutch, and, therefoie, owed me a grudge
and took occasion to pay 1t when I was displaced,
boldly demanding 2,000 1ups And because I
would not give 1t to lnm accused me to the King
of punacy and procured his oider to confine me
without any examination of judiciary process
An mventoly was taken ot what they could find
m iny house as 1 cases of confiscacion (sic) and a
guaid clapt on me for 22 months Then the
villam dyed m disgrace at Cowrt, and I have not
been smce molested, tho” those oideis are stll
in the Regist1y and must be took out cie I can leave
this place
“This," continued Annesley, ** I presume shows
what I may expect mn my present circumstances if
I exasperate the biokeis They nught not openly
handle me so, but put others upon 1t, o1 be secietly
treacherous as those of the fiatermity lately were
to a Dutch gentleman that came fiom Batavia
by expiess orders from Holland as a supravisor,
whose honest inqusitiveness was charm pioof
agamst then bibes but kil’d with a dose of poison,
and I think tlose brokers have gone on from that
time undistuibed
I shall mention but one example more In
’93 I wag acquainted with a Dutch JFiscal Minheer
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Helsdinger who had at home a good estate, but
persuaded by that Company to these parts with
as ful recommendacion to their chief and Council
{(that he might nspect thewr affairs] as could be
drawn up and with the same to the General &
Counecil of Batavia, but was forced after an uneasy
life for thiee or four years (and not without danger)
to 1etwin as he came without effecting anythmg
He desited me to secure s papers and send them
to England, which I did on the Benjamen 1n "96 °

In succeeding passages of the letter Annesley
deals with s personal postion He wiote —

I wish my overland letter of April 1st 1n answer
to yours of Feb 18, and April 20 1708, season-
ably airived and you showed 1t to whom vou
proffer to be my security  If the Company employ
me (as you proposed) I must not be LiMITED or
uaMPERED by a SUPERIOR

“In said letter I answered an objection the
gentleman m the Commttee made to you against
mv redemption (which 18 not improper to mention
hete}, that I had brought the Company into a great
deal of trouble about the pirates He reflected
{I suppose) on the securty paper 1 gave m ’98/9
with approval of al the Company’s servants after
we had seen the Dutch and Fiench chiefs had
consented the same And was foiced from us by
the Governor’s guards encompassing the factors,
and hindering us several days for proiisions &e
Inever did hear the French o1 Dutch were blamed
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by then puncipals tor dommg it Nay, I may
affirm the Company was sensible of the compul-
sion and so Just to wrte to thewr Chief and Council
THAT WHAT I HAD DONE WAS WITH MANIFEST
HAZARD OF MY LIFE The way to have settled
this affan was to have complamed to the King
(Aurungzebe) of his officers’ oppression, which I
should have proposed had I not heen discharged
the Company’s service

 In this affan I know my back friend, Su John
(Gayer, taxt D1 Colt and Council with the same mn
Feb ’98/9, and they wiote him 1f he had been
here he must have done as they did Which tho’
he denyd (as 1t could not be otherwise expected),
vet he showed not that 1esolution two yeais after-
wards, when the Moors biought him from Swally
from under the Tawstock’s guns But why was
not some 1emonstrance remitted to Court to pe-
vent any 1l consequences of that paper as the French
sent up one of thewr people and made theirs mn-
valid ¥ I never hear Su John Gayer was blamed
for this omussion or Dr Colt’s consent as aforesard
prejudiced him in the Company’s esteem. so hope
I may meet with as favourable a resentment

* Pardon me 1f T a hittle digress on this occasion
The real cause as you know of my disnussion
was, as mn S Josiah Child’s expression, that 1 was
not kind enough to the Aimenians, which I could
not have been and faithful to him and the Com-

pany
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“T warte not this, sir, from any ambition I am
content with the smal matter I have, and desne
my former statron onely as ’twould clea1 my inno-
cency 1 ye opinon of those who know not why I
was displaced and that I may confute my asper-
sion 1 the Registry to the prejudice of my memory
n the time to come By this means I could 1ecover
a few debts from these country people make some
persons sensible of thenr ingratitude and others of
then calumny , and am certamn to do the Company
an acceptable prece of service and to pay you some
part of my obligations msettling Sir ('aesa1’s account
with the Parracks Without 1t T fea1 (with great
regrett) I must rely on the Company’s and yow
goodness to accept of the wil for the deed ”

Anpesley had a good deal more to say m his
letter about the Company’s affairs, but the only
other passage which need be cited 1s the followiny
very mteresting piece of autobiography —

“Tam now in the 51% year of my age and begin
to desire a writt of ease after the fatigues of near
32 years n this countiy 21 of which has been m
the Company’s service and 11 sinee my dismussion
From Apml 20 to Dec 26, 89 I was im-
pnsoned to the town: from that tume to May 6
1690, straiter confined to the factory mn nons
m 91 clapt up agamn, from Dec 11, ’95 to
June 26, 96, the 2% time fettered and shut then
up 1 my house by a guard fiom Apnl 10 1702
to June 23 1703/4 Nea: 23 years i my best
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circumstances I have been a prisoner at large, and
can hope for no better unless the Company redeem
me ot 1 myself bHY my freedom, which could not
doe tal of late that the Moors shghted the Convoy
and securtty papers I signed Such a continual
succession of tioubles n an unhealthy climate
makes me rather desirous of a quiet retreat 1n my
native country than to continue any longer n
India (than 1s necessary to serve the Company and
you) m a bamshment from the few relations and
friiends 1 have left 1 have not only lost my
childien but al hopes of havemng more, and to
spend the remams of my life m raising a lhttle
money I can never here enjoy and know not who
will porsess, I think s folly

* Therefole next to my desire for remstatement
15 a liberty to leave, 1t would be welcome as soon
as I can with honowt and no inconvenience to my
masters’ affairs for so I hope I may call them since
they have begun to employ me and you are pleased
to wiite ”

These ale the matemal portions of the letter
which Annesley evidently intended to be at once
a justification of his past career and an appeal for
temstatement i the Company’s service It shows
the man as he was, a shrewd judge of his fellons and
a controversialist of no mean order His defence
aganst the chaiges biought agamst hum of having
weahly sacrificed the Company’s mterest m giving
the Mogul authouties the guarantee of protection
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agamst prrates mn 1698 1s unansweiable The
document was extracted from him while under
duress and the Company might have repudiated 1t
on that ground as the Duteh and the Fiench
Compantes did the simiar bonds which then
Tepresentatives were coerced info giving

What reply, if any, was made to this lettea the
records do not disclose But there 15 evidence
that n the early part of 1713 Aislabie, the Governo:
of Bombay, proceeded to Surat to conduct an
investigation info the accounts of the factory so
far as they related to Abdul Guffore's affairs It
15 perfectly clear that there was no love lost between
Aslabre and Annesley On arrrval m Surat the
former summoned Annesley on board his ship to
agsist him i the investigations which he had in
hand The ex-Premdent excused hinwself from
answermg the call by urging that his position as
a prisoner on the Register prevented him from
“ discovering the cheats of the brokers without
hazard of his person and estate” Later he so fax
overcarue his scruples as to meet Aislabie and digcuss
with him the brokers’ frauds, which he estimated
to amount to £100,000 He still, however, pro-
tested his mability actively to assist and snggested
that two of the Company’s servants then in Surat
Wyche and Wilshire, should make the necessary
detailed mquries pending a fuller investigation m
Bombay Aislalie had to be content with this,
but s hostile frame of mmd 13 disclosed mn the
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comment which ends lus 1ecord of the episode—

We hope we have your Honours’ favourable
constiuction that we have left him (Annesley)
without any excuse "

The reluctance displayed by Annesley to assist
Asslabie 15 no doubt to be accounted for by his
desne to have the lucrative work of settling the
brokers’ accounts m his own hands As there was
a commission amounting to seveial thousand pounds
mvolved his attitude was not an unnatural one
But though he did not 1ealise the fact at the time,
the C'ourt of Directors had no mtention of employing
him owing to the prejudice which had been excited
agammst him by his numerous enemies

When Annesley found that no reliance could be
placed upon Sir Stephen Evans, he came to the
conclusion that a specially appomnted agent, who
would actively work on behalf of his interests,
might accomplish the ends he sought  The decision
was sensible enough, but he took the extraordmary
comtse of selecting hs biother-in-law, the Rev
Samuel Wesley, to act as his representative, not
merely m the matter of influencing the directois,
but m his ordinary mercantile affairs  The father
of the gieat Founder of Methodism had many
estimable qualties, but the last of s virtues was
business capacity Thioughout hfe he was notor-
10usly haphazaid i financial concerns—so much so,
indeed, that he was never really free from em-
barrassment unti the giave closed over his remains
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How a singularly astute man like Annesley came
to choose him passes understanding

The most reasonable explanation v that he was
nfluenced by lus wife who had become attached
to the Wesley gnls during heriesidence in England
and who knowmng their chrome condition of poy-
erty may have desired to help the family by put-
ting this well-pard work 1n Samuel Wesley’s hands
Whatever the reason for the choice the appomntment
was a grotesque one having regard to whot Anneslev
required of his agent

Annesley’s mstructions to his biother-m-law are
contamned m a letter dated Surat March 13, 1713
and forwarded home ““wvia Grand Cane” under
cover of Mons Polavoine the Director of the Fiench
Company i that place  He starts with a curions
allusion to Sir Nicholas Waite which indicates that
that worthy had transferred his talents for mtrigve
to the precincts of India House I have been
told,” Aunnesley wrote, “ ’twas the practice of Su
N Waite to bribe some of the Commuttee theieby
stifing all complaints agamnsgt him  If you suspect
that declare to the Company themselves what 1
have wrofe, bemg of such vast naportance at then
Convention 1 April to chuse new duectors * The
ahsent-minded Samuel Wesley haunting Leadenhall
Strcet to discover whether corrupt practices wele
abroad must have offered an amusing spectacle
but scarcely quainter than the figure he cut m the
companion rdle for which he was cast by Annesley
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—that of a negotiator of difficult and delicate
business affairs

Heie are the instiuctions he 1eceived —

" Let them (the diectors) keep my salary and
the wreck’s money! (some thousands of pounds)
till I prove what I wiite 1s true, or a great part of it,
if they will give me as proposed the power to do 1t
It you can get 2s 9d or 3s the rupee to be received
m England o1 interest at 5 per cent (as usual n
bills diawn heie on the Company) from the tune I
pay 1t to payment to you and Mr Katon I will give
fiom 10 to 15 000 1upees to thewr order 1n Suratt
it they will let me mvest 1t for 'em m diamonds I
will taithtully serve ’em Thus Su S Evance and
the Jew Alvaio de Costa did to Captn Owen for
his son’s money

1 desired you to let out to Commanders and
responsible peisons bound hither £500 on each
ship, and (if you can) to be invested by me advising
overland how much, as m what goods Procure
what consignment you can to me that I may have
the laymg out of most or part if not all money

L “The Wrech’s Monoy 7 apparently had reference to some
fransa ot s e whocl Aroresley war wrolved amsing ous of
tlhe wioch om the Malubar Coast of one of the Company’s
ship~  Annesley bought from the local Zanurn or prince the
nghts coneedid by custom to the native power to the pos-
w-s1on of Indian ownned produce carried by a wrecked shup
The Company dechned to regard the transhr as legitunate,
and there was a dwspute contmued for years as to whether
thi=  wrech’s monev * should or should not he paid
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brought hither, which T think I can do cheape:
and befter than any one o the place I write not
so out of vamty or opimiativeness

“If I am in the Company’s service pray desue
Sir Caesar Child to let me, alone have the adjust-
ment of hus accounts with the Panacks, provided
they are not to this time fimsht M1 Awslabie
18 most unaccountably slow, remss and neglgent
of such advantage, so deserves to have 1t shp s
hands, as T have wiote him I believe 1t will Besides,
he never did nor can do anything to conclude 1%,
it has and will lye upon me ”

Detailed explanations of the various matters
mvolved 1n the accounts follow In one passage
Annesley again referred to the debt due to him fiom
the Company, placing the amount at * thirty-five
hundred pounds,” and stating that he would not
get a goat of 1t He proceeded ‘T have saved
the old Company 36,200 rupees 1 Vittul Pairack’s
demands on 'em on which 5 per cent 1s due to me,
but I can’t get 1t paid the reason 1s plain, that
getting nothing for my trouble I may leave off I
was 9 months contending with lum  Pray get an
order for 1t”

Annesley was still longmmg for that “writ of
ease ~ to which he alluded mn his earlier letter to
Bir Stephen Evans In direct association with the
remarks he made in that communication as to the
possibility of his return home may be set {his
paragraph 1n s mstructions to his brother-m-law
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“1f a good purchase offers between London and
Oxford of 2 to 300£ a year I desire you to secure
1t for me against I come home, 1f God pleases 1
would have 1t a healthy an, near a market town
and nver, somewhat woody, no 1eligious lands
I will take care to send effects or hills to pay tor
1t

Such was the formudable buiden which Annesley
piled upon the weak shoulders of Samuel Wesley
Tt 18 not remarkable that the worthy rector’s back
broke under 1t How or when that catasttophe
occulled 1s not over clear All we know 1s that a
violent dispute occurred which brought Samuel
Wesley’s agency business to an abrupt end and
cansed the complete severance of the 1clations
between the two men Enzaged at his brother-
m-law’s musmanagement and suspecting him of
having mwsappropriated to his own use funds sent
ovel for the agency business Annesley, after futile
efforts to secure restitution of his money, lapsed
mto an obstinate silence which successive letters
failed to break

As a final effort to move her brother Mrs Wesley,
on her birthday i or about the year 1720, wrote a
long letter® makug a powerinl appeal to hum to
reconsider his attitude She acknowledged that
her husband was not fit for business, sdding—
“he 15 one of those who Our Savior saith are not
so wise n their generation as the children of men,

1 Prnted 1n the B esleyan Times for January 15, 1866
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and if I did not know that almighty Wisdom hath
views and ends in fixing the bounds of our habita-
tion, which are out of our ken, I should think 1t o
thousand pities that a man of s bmghtness and
rare endowments of learning and useful knowledge
1n relation to the Church of God should be confined
to an obscure corner of the countiy where his talents
ale buried , and he determined to a way of hfe
for which he 1s not so well qualified as I could wish .
and 1t 18 with pleasure that I behold in my eldest
son an aversion from accepting a small Countiv
cure, since, blessed be God, he has a fair1eputation
for learning and piety, preaches well and 15 capable
of doing more good where he 18 Whatever 1night
be her hushand’s defects, the last chaige that could
be brought against bim, the wiiter strenuously
agserted, was dishonesty Any expenses that he
had mcurred were honest expenses resulting fiom
the exigencies of the agency busmess which com-
pelled him to employ a cuiate duning hus protiacted
visits to London  Her hushand, she went on to
say, was so convinced of the equity of his charges
that he was prepared to submit the whole question
to arbitration and to sequester the Hpworth living
in payment of the amount held to be due f10m hin
mm the event of the award gomg against him

He (Wesley) challenged the whole woild to prove
bim a knave He was not that o1 anything
approaching 1t Mis Wesley spnitedly declazed
On the contiaiy such was his goodness that <he
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concealed the wants of her famly fiom him as
much as possible because she knew that 1f he were
made acquainted with each particular he would
hazaid his health perhaps his hfe m ndimg to
bonow money and so save his wife and children
from distress  In closing hei long letter the writer
emphatically msisted that Wesley had not deceived
tus brother-n-law  “ To say the tiuth > she said,
“among all his faults imsincerity 18 not one
M Wesley 1s not factious  He1s zealous 1n a good
cause as every one ought to be but the furthest
from being a paity man ot any man mn the woild ™
If anything had been calculated to dissipate
Annesley’s wrath, 1t was this dignified and beautiful
letter, m which Mis Wesley’s great devotion to her
husband and her deep sense of justice combined
to give weight to an appeal of singular power But
the old {factor of Smat had no petty weaknesses,
and least of all admitted any foolish yielding to
sentiment He had made up hie mimnd that his
hiother-inJaw was an untrustworthy person whele
financial affans weie conceined, ag, in fact, he was,
and he had no further use tor him  He therefoire
left his sister's letter to answer itself Nothing
tuathes appeals to have been heard of him until o
somewhat later perlod when by an indnect channel
the Wesleys were nfoimed that Annesley was
retmning home by a particular ship  In anticipa-
tion of a happy 1econciliation with their relative,
whose great wealth, magmfied by common report,
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they hoped to profit by, some members of the family
boarded the vessel as soon as she arrived n the
rnver Thewr disappointment was great when they
learned that Annesley was not on board and that
nothing was known of him  The probability 1s
that he had never seriously contemplated taking
his passage by thisship  What may have happened
was that, in pursuance of his avowed desire to 1eturn
home, he had made mqguiries about passages which
had led to gossip amongst the Company’s servants,
and that this had found an echo in Leadenhall
Street, whence 1t had been transmitted to Epworth



(HAPTER XVI
Annesley’s Last Days and Death

The mystery of Annesley’s last days no mystery—He gives
cvidence before the Commresion appointed to miestigate
the Parrakbs’ accounts—1Le Commi-<icnels’ unsatis-
tactory oprmon of his (vidence—The wcttlement— Annes-
loy s last 3ears—The Free Traders of surat— \nnesh s s
influence—The Ovirland Routi—-Anncdis & duninisl d
wealth—He secures payment of 4 part of s clamms on
the {'ompany—2Mrs Annedley petitions the Bombay
Council tn forma pauperis—Death ot Annesley—-His will
—Its extraordinary provistons prove that the idea that
lie Jeft a fortune which the Wisliy family might enjoy
if they eould discover 16 18 a myth— Mis Annesley s
death—-Her will—The undiscovired Wesley fortune delu-
~1on digeuceed—Anneslcy s charactir—The peniod vovered
by hig carcer the dark vge of the Engheh in India—Chenged
conditrons 1mmmediately  after hus doth—ECstablishment
of Britzsh power at Surat by Hemy Lowther—(‘'onclusion

HE mystery of Annesley’s last days 1s really
only a creation of the Wesley hographers

He did not disappear , he was not mudeled ,
he did not tuin Fakn and 1etiie to the mountains,
whete his bones weie to be discovered by a later
genelation of his countrymen His end, as we

shall see when we come to 1t, was quite prosalc,
321 x
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and 1t was known to everybody who weie concerned
1in his affairs or who cared to make inquiry in refer-
ence to them In actual fact, when Annesley
vanished from the ken of his family 1n England he
was pumswing his ordinary hfe i Surat

A little ttme before the generation-long dispute
over the Pariakhs’ accounts had at last come to a
head Matters had not worked out exactly as
Annesley had wished and planned He had not
been given the sole responsibility of ananging the
settlement Nor had he been reinstated mn the
Company’s service But he had been mnvited to
assist 1 the 1nvestigations, and enjoyed the strictly
Limited satisfaction of knowing that no real progress
could be made without his unique knowledge of
the accounts of the Surat lactory extending over
a great number of years What had happened was
that the Court of Directors, after years ot discnsston
had adopted the old idea of a Commission of Inquiry,
and had instiucted their Council in Bombay to take
all available evidence and mvite Annesley to assist
in the mvestigation

From the reports of the sittings of the Comnussion
preserved 1 a separate volume of the Bombay
records ' we are able to ebtain a tar knowledge of

1 Diary and Consultation Book contaimung the transactions
of the four members of Council appointed b the Honble
Charles Boone, Esquire, Premdent and (tovernor of Bombayv,
to examme mto the old hrokers’ dipunding accounts with
the Right Honourable Umited Company in Surat
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the comse that the mqany took  Meeting at Surat
on February 23 1718 the four Commissiohers
(Johr Clapham. John Hope, John Braddyll and
Walter Brown) called Captamn Alexande:r Hamilton
and othe) witnesses Two days later Annesley was
summoned The record thus introduces him
“ Mr Annesley bemg well acquamnted with the 11se
of the accounts between the Honourable Old Com-
pany and then biokers at Swmat was desired by
the Piemident to assist us m the examining into
the several articles theieof o1 the more ready
discovery of any frauds ™ Then tollows an analysis
of the evidence he gave on vaious pomts  Before
the Comimussioners had proceeded far in then ingury
th 15 evident that thev concerned a gieat distrust
of the witness  In deahng with one item of account
they ate an explanation given by hum as ' a
notorious mstance of M1 Annesley’s dismgenuity
with us > They appear after the opemng sittings
to have dispensed with hs attendance and turned
for enhghtenment to the 1epiesentatives of the
Parakh mterest who according to thewr wont made
the worse appear the better reason

In the 1esult a 1eport was made upon which the
Coinpiny based a damm upon the Parrakhs for a
considelable sum

For years the question remained uusettled A
length, to the great disgust of the Bombay Conneil,
the directors puichased Sir Cesar Child’s share of
the debt due fiom the Pauakhs for Rs 150,000
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and 1ssued instructions for the recovery of the
amount In acknowledging the orders the Bom-
bay authorities asserted their mabihity to 1ecover
80 large a sum from the ex-brokers’ family Their
honours, they said, had been much misinfoimed as
to the wealthiness of the Pariakhs  They wete told
on good authonty that the children of Venwallidass
Bimjee, which was the semor bianch of the ianuly,
wanted bread, and that the rest of the fannly wele
of no substance with the exception of the offspiing
of Sunkerdass Bimjee, the brother of Venwallidass,
whose estate at Surat they had given orders to
attach  Finally the debt was compiomised by the
payment of Rs 28,590 1epiesenting 4-21 paits of
the claim  The settlement biought to a close a
series of episodes which had intimately affected the
fortunes of Annesley, and, indeed, influenced the
whole course of events in English circles in Westein
India

Befoie this stage was 1eached Annesley lLod
settled down to his old career as a Free Merchant at
Surat A broken and disappointed man with
forty years’ contmmuous residence in India belund
him, his mund was free fiom any illusions as to the
posstbilities that the futwe nught have in stoie
for him It 1s probable that at this period the
restraint 1mposed upon his movements had Leen
removed We find a reference in the recoids to a
visit he paid to Bombay m Aprnl, 1716, and to his
““ shuffling proceedings ” 1n connection with the
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eternal question of accounts Moreover, the East
India Company had now obtained from the native
powex full jurisdiction over Biitish subyects m India,
and the giant of necessity 1mplied the 1emoval of
old disabilities 1n the ecase of mdividuals
Whatever his precise legal position may have
been 1n Mogul official eves, Annesley we know
spent all the remaining yeais of s hife at Surat
Thas 15 shown by the periodical 1eturn made to the
Court of Directors of the names of peisons residing
m their settlements Here the seivants of the
Company and the Free Merchants are given unde:
separate headmgs and 1t 15 consequently easv to
trace the careers of private tradeis over a long perod
of time One of Annesley’s associates Jeremiah
Bonnell, had almost as long a Surat recozd as him-
self and there weie others who from the appearance
of then names year after year must also have made
Surat practically then home It was a small and
select commumity, and 1t seems to have survived
even the woist vicissitudes of Mognl government
On one occaston when the oppressions of the
Governol had become more than usually intolerable
and the Government of Bonibay seriously contem-
plated the withdrawal of their factory—a coutse
previously pursued-—thev were restiained by the
1eflection that the Free Merchants would remain
to profit by the absence of the Company’s organiza-
tion Later when the factory was actually closed
and the attempt was made to coerce the Free
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Merchants to follow the factors to Bombay, one
of the number evaded arrest by leaping out of a
window

Annesley, as the father of the independent trading
communtty, exercised an influence whick vent
far beyond the confines of Surat He had his
correspondents in many parts of the East and fiom
them received eaily news of events of interest
The geneial system of commumecation between
places m India and between India and Europe at
that period left a good deal to private imitiative
A chance ship arriving fiom a distant poit often
biought mformation of vital mmportance In this
manner the death of Williara 117 and the accession
of Queen Anne were made known m Smuat lung
before the Company’s vessels armved with the
offictal idings * The East India Company attached
and rightly so, the utmost importance to the tians-
mussion of early knowledge of events in Emope to
1ts 1epresentatives 1 India At least a century

1 An interesting example of the manner in which news was
cireulated 1n India two centuries ago 18 suppled n the follow-
g extract from a letter from Sir John Gaver, datcd December
6, 1706 (Surat Factory Records, Vol 101) — ° The Armemnians
report ve French King 13 dead, the King of 8pam retired from
that Kingdom, and that we have gottun a vervsignal victory
m Flanders Tlus they say ¥ They said wrong of coure
1 one particular—Lows XIV was not dead The other
allusions are to the victomous campaign of the Allies which

brought m 1ts tram the crushing defeat of the French at

Ramilhes (May 23, 1706) and the occupation of Madnd {June
26, 1706)
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and a half before Waghoin organised the Overland
Route for postal communications to India a fanly
regular service was mamntamned by the Company
thiough Asia Minor and Persia  Letters were
despatched by vaiious land and sea 10utes to Aleppo
and thence by land to Gombroon the modein
Bunder Abbas. whence they were tiansmutted to
India bv the Company’s ships o1 any native ciatt
that mught be sulmg at the time for Indian ports
To make the system of communication more effec-
tive the Companv had ‘“news books” forwarded,
giving details of the movements of the Company’s
shippmg o1 any geneial mformation likely to be
useful  On the Indian side 1t was the practice of
the Company s seivants to make special efroits to
Leep the home departments posted up with ocem-
1ences of mterest Fiom Swat pattamars, ov
comiers, were often despatched overland to Scinde
with despatches for conveyance by countiy hoats,
known as tiankeys, saihng to the head ot the
Persian Gulf where the Company’s 1epresentatives
would 1ecerve them and 1e-tiansmt them to Aleppo
Alternatively there was a transmussion of letters
through the Red Sea and acioss the isthmus of
Suez—the Oveiland Route of later times It was
by this 1oute ** wia Grand Cane (Cano),” 1t will
have been noted, that Anncsley’s letter to his
hother-in-law quoted in the previous chapter, was

{forwarded
By keeping mn close touch with the vaiious centres
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of trade 1 the East and making the most of oppor-
tunities which offered Annesley conducted a verv
successful business He must have been a man of
substance, 1f not of wealth, at the time that he
wrote to Samuel Wesley instructing hum to pur-
chase an estate for hum mn England i view of his
retirement  The rental value of from two to thtee
hundred pounds a year which he named would
have represented & purchase price of not much less
than £10,000 and taking that figurc as an ndex
of his financial position we may assume that he was
worth at least £50,000 His affluence 1t would
appear, was not sustamed 1n his latest years He
probably suffered from the general depiession of
Surat tradeconsequent upon the anarchical condi-
tions caused by the Mahratta raids The records
supply abundant proof of the widespread rmn m
which the whole of Guzerat was involved by the
roving hordes of bandits which nfested the entue
area. 1 those eventful years They spiread hke
locusts over the land. consuming and destroyina
everything, and leaving belind them a track ot
almost desert country mm which nether nian no
beast found sustenance  Surat itsel{ was more than
once 1 impunent peril and 1t was only a lack of
artillery combined probably with a wholesome fear
of the European guaids i the factories that kept
the Sivajies, as they were called after then famous
leader, out of the town

Whatever the cause may have been, Annesley’-
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fortunes undoubtedlv suffered a serious dechne n
the last ten o1 fifteen years of hus hfe s chief
exertrons appear to have been duected i that
petiod to secuning payment of old debts due to him
not the least of which was the outstanding hability
of the Companv Success attended lis cfforts
this demand upon s old masters, as 1s clear from
the tollowmg passage mn the Bombay general letter
of Janvaiv 1 1728 “ Mr Samuel Annesley having
chosen the Piesident to arbitrate for him m his
demand on the Company on account of Ship
President’s Wieck the same has been determuned
m Council smtable to the Company's orders allow

g him on the puncipal simple mterest only from
the I6th May 1716 amountmg to Rs 36,1501 and
21 Raes which has heen paid him accordingly and
(le) desires the Company s countenance 1n a law
sutt he 15 engaged m agamnst Sir Nicholas Waite's
estate ' The amount thus awairded would have
1epresented neaily £3 000 at the 1ate of exchange
of the time—a sufficient sum amplv to provide for
Annesley’s needs for some vears 1f theie were no
prior charges to be met out of 1t  That the relief
afforded was onlvof a temporary character 15 how-
evel, mamfest fiom the accompanying extract which
foamed part of a letter sent by the Bombay Coun-
cil to the Cowrt of Directois on January 22 1731

* Mr Annesley of Surat bemg very ancient and
mfirm and reduced to very low ciicumstances, s

1 Bombay Abstract Letters Recenved la
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wife has 1equested us to represent to Your Honours
therr melancholy condition, that you may be pleased
to order his accounts to be adjusted and the balance
paid  We beg leave to represent that his accounts
are very ntricate and of an old standing, and we
believe may be as well, 1f not better, examumned 1n
England than here from the Smat Registers and
from such a scrutiny your Honouis may detenmnine
on his demands as you think proper ”* It 1s not
easy to understand what the accounts here 1eferied
to were Possibly they were claims for <alaiv
allowances and commission which did not come
within the scope of the aibitration of 1728

The entry, however interpreted m 1ts 1elation-
ship to Annesley’s claims on the Company clearly
points to a serious condition of impoverishment on
his part 1n his latest years, and that lus melancholy
circumstances continued to the end 1s beyond doubt
There are two entries 1eferrmg to this event which
may be cited  The first 15 & Swat Consultation of
the date of June 12 1732 to the following effect
“ A conveyance offering for Bomnbay (1t 15) directed
that the Secietary prepaies a letter to be despatched
this day to the Honourable the President and ("oun-
<l of Bombay purposely to advise them of the
adjustment made the 8th st of Moolnas's affairs
with the Governor, and at the same time to wiite
{by an orde1) to Mr John Morlev, Register to the
Honourable Mayor’s Court of Bombay. to ady:<e

1 Bombay Abstract Letters Recened, 1a
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them of the death of M1 Samuel Annesley the 7th
mst  and to enclose a copv of lus last will and
testament wheiemm he constitutes his widow and
relict sole executiix 77 The <econd entrv iuns
thus —
© Bombav (eneial 28 Jan, 1732/3
They advired per Lethienllher (Feb 7, 1730)
Mrs Annesley had 1equested them to represent to
the Company the miserable circumstances she and
her husband weie 1educed to that they might order
some accounts depending hetwixt them and him
to be adjusted He 15 sinee dead, and the wdow
has agam petitioned on the same subject which 1s
entered 1 (‘onsultation ot 19th st ™ 2
What 1s the miesistible conclusion to bhe diawn
from these cold statements m the official records ?
That Annesley left a gieat fortune which his descen-
dants might enjov 1t they could only put their
hands on 15?2 The idea 18 an impossible one, and
that 1t should have heen entertained by so sobel
and unworldlv a perzon as John Wesley shows what
extracidinaiv delumions occasionally enter the best
tegulated 1nnds wheie propeity s conceined
But the evidence that this undiscovered hentage of
the Wesleys 15 a myth 1ests on suwier foundations
even than the declarations made as to Annesley’s
poverty by Ius contempoiaties at the trme of his
death  We have the mdubitable and final authoiity

1 Surat Factory Rrcords, Vol w1
* Bombay Abstiact Letters Recerved, 1a
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of the old man’s will to show that there was never
any fortune for distubution amongst Susanna
Wesley’s children  The document, as 1t is recorded
in the Bombay archives,t1s to the following effect —

‘““ Samuel Annesley, of Surat, merchant

“Item I give and bequeath unto my loving
sister Anne Annesley and to my nephew Annesley
Fromantle each of them ten pounds sterling for
mourning

“Item I give and bequeath unto my brother-in-
law, Samuel Wesley, Rector of Epworth m the
County of Lincoln, and to my sister, Susahna
Wesley, ns wife, and to their sons & daughters, my
nephews and nreces, to each of them one shillmg
and unto all o1 any other of my 1elations o1 knndied
who may or shall make any pietence whatever to
any part of my estate, to each one of them I give
one shilling, thereby to cutt them off fiom everv
such pretence or pretensions whatsoever ™2

! Bombay Copies of Wallg, otc registered n the Mayor's
Court June 29, 1728, to June 3, 1732 Range cc cc XV1
No 77

2 Annesley’s will may be compared with that of his father,
the curious terms of which may posubly have been m his
mind when he framed the document given above Dr Annes-
ley, who died at the age of seventy-seven on Decomber 31,
1696, left these dispositions —

“ My just debts beng paid, I give to each of my children
one shilling, and all the rest to be equally divided between my
son Benjamin Ammnesley, my daughter Judith Annesley and
my daughter Ann Annesley, whom T male myv executors of
this my last will and testament, revohing all former and
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There 18 no obscurity about this 1t 15 a resentiul
almost savage repudiation of the title of any ot the
relatives of the deceased man save the two specially
named fo1 legacies to1 the purchase of mowning
to enjoy the estate which he lett belind  We can
only conjecture what the c auseswere v luchdictated
this wholesale cutting off with a sluling * They
almost certainly weie associated with the feud which
the old factor had with Samuel Wesley over the
ageney tiansactions  Not improbably the relatives
took sides with the Rector of Epwoith and stired
the old man’s 1age, ever eastly aroused by 1epie-
sentations to him as to the untanness ot Ins treat-
ment ol his brother-m-daw  However this wmay
have been the connection of the Wesley disputes
with the dainnatory clauses of the will 15 plamly
suggested Dy the later will of lis widow, the
language of which s s0 stuknghy simlar as to give
the 1mpession that 1t was diafted m accordance
with Annesley » express wishes

Mis Annesley, who sursived her husband only
a few months made the tollowing testamentasy
depositions m a will dated Febiwaiy 19 1733 -
“I give and bequeath unto the maxden danghters
of the Revd BAamuel Wesley whatwosver san or
sums of money that shall o0 may be owing by lom
t0 mv deceased husband to be equally dnrded
(unon\gst them and i case of the motality of either

confrmng thas with my hand & ~eal this 24 of Mareh,
1693 ™
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of them to fall to the surviver or survivois”™
Having regard to Samuel Wesley’schromc impecuni-
ostby, which must have been as notorious to the
Annesley couple as 1t was to the cucles in which
he lived 1in England, there 15 2 grim humour i this
legacy made to unmariied girls of the title to an
unpaid and unpayable debt It may have had
some meaning which does not appear on the surface
but the plam reading of 1t 1s that there was a flame
of resentment in the Annesleys’ minds so strong
that 1t was therr desire 1t should scorch beyond the
grave

In the presence of recorded statements such as
those cited, 1t 18 amazmmg that the legend of an
undiscovered Wesley fortune emanating from An-
nesley should ever have developed  An honest
delusion, as 1t unquestionably was, 1t can only be
accounted for on the supposition that the facts of
Annesley’s death, mcluding the terms of his will
were never disclosed m England It can easiy
be understood why this should have been so
Annesley’s estate probably consisted of little more
than outstanding debts due to him, the Company’s
hability representing the major poition  The
directors, who had never been eager to adjust the
account between themselves and then old servant
may well have argued that this was peculiarly a
case 1 which the old adage about the impolicy of
arousing sieeping dogs had force So the wills
wele securely entombed with their records and the
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Wesley family wese left to cherish the beliet that
the cioss-gramed old Anglo-Indian brother ot Mrs
Wesley had died leaving somewhere 1n India untold
wealth which was thers 1t 1t could be discovered
Samuel Annesley was not 2 man whom 1t 1s
possible to regaid with any feeling of respect The
Littleness of mwnd 1evealed i s will was the
distingmishing featwme of his entne caieer He
bad not the despicable personal traits of Waite
but he was quite as unsciupulous where money was
to be made ., and the openmgs for corrupt dealings
were numeious enough in the India of those davs
As the vears of lus extle lengthened he yielded 1n
mcreasmg measure to the enervating influences of
Surat At a later peuod Sn James Mackintosh
described Jonathan Duncan the then Governor of
Bombay, as ‘““Brahnunised” The phiase may
aptly be applied to Annesley, whose mmnd woiked
m the devious grooves ot an Indian mentahty with
& readiness which became very pronounced i the
last years of his ife He was not, however, with-
out some good qualities to counterbalance his
notorious shoirtcomings s philosophic aecept-
ance of all the shiewd knocks that a haid fate
admimstered to hue and his ndependent bearnng
the face of lus Mogul oppiessors showed a strength
of chaacter which deserves to be remembered to
his credit  Few amongst hig contemporaites would
have come so well out of the crises m which he
became nvolved and none certamnly would have
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complamed less about the peisonal haidships which
they mvolved He was a product of ns time-—a
corrupt, distracted period in which an unscrupuloas
scramble for money went hand m hand with
dissolute manners and a generally slackened moral
m the 1anks of the Emopean commumnty in India

The half-century which Annesley passed m exile
was the dark age of the British m Westein India
The transient gloues of the Aungier peiiod ladcd
with the death of the gifted admmistiator  Thei
followed a dismal period cf shame and humihation,
of wasted and misplaced efforts and lost opportuni-
ties  More than once 1t appeared that English -
fluence would completely disappea1 n the welter of
stufe mnternal and external in which the nuseiably
1educed communities wele involved  The situation
was saved more by the incapacity and snpineness ot
enenies than by any exertions put foith bv the
English themselves, but even when the woist (11ven
had been passed theie was no real progiess made
towards the developinent of a stable position A
dull dead level of mediocnity matked the adnumistia-
tion of affairs in Bombay, and at Swat and othex
outposts of tiade the factory 1ecords were mexe
registers of an attenuated and fluctnatmg tiade
conducted under conditions which vaned with the
chaiacters of the members of a kaleido~copie
officialdom, but which were at no time really -ity--
factory

It 18 a smgula1 fact that Annesley’s catecr m
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India ended almost exactly at the moment when a
new departure was made which was the tiue begin-
ning of the policy which was ultimately to give the
Brnitish ascendancy i the affairs of Western India
In the official announcement of his death given
above an allusion will have been noted to * the
adjustment of Moolnas’s? affans with the Goveinor
This had reference to a violent dispute then 1aging
as to the exactions ot Schrab Khen, the Mogul
representative, an avarwious tyranmeal official
whose conduct had exated aganst him a stiong
opposition amongst all classes of traders The
arrangement made with the oppressor became as
other compacts of a sinular chatacter had done, a
mere steppmg-stone to further tyranny  Then the
discontent came to a head m a cencerted move-
ment to depose Sohiab Khan i favom of Tedje
Beg Khan a promment Mogul notable, who had
for some time been an aspirant to the chiet office,
and who was held m esteem by the traders though
actually he does not appea1 to have differed gieatly
m character fiom his rival  On June 22, sixteen
days after Annesley s death the conspirators met
at Moolnas’s house to organise resistance, and later

! Moolnas was Abdul Guficre s grandson On the death
of Annesley s arch enemy at the close of 1716 the Governor
swooped down upon his estate and confiscated it under the
pretence that there werc no heirs  Moolnas went o Court

and appealed agamnst the nusappropriation with success
Afterwards he. hecame a leading man m Western India and

even aspired to the Governorship
Y
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the same day hostilities were commenced They
were continued throughout the night, the advantage
mchning m favour of the party of 1evolt

At this juncture the affairs of the Butish {actory
were presided over by Henry Lowther, a cadet of
the Yorkshire branch of the well-known Cumbeiland
family and an ancestor of the present Speaker of
the House of Commons ' Lowther was a man of

1 Heury Lowther was the second son of Sir Wm Lowther,
Bart of Swillington, Yorks, M P for Pontefract 1701-10 and
1715-29 I have had some dafficulty in establishing lis 1don-
tity owing to the absence of his name from the Dictionary of
National Biography and the eonfused statements made by
Burke and other authonties concerming Sir Wm Lowther »
sons In the published pedigrees Sir Wm Lowther s second
son, Henry, 13 deseribed a8 ““ of Neweastle MD |’ and to add
to tle confusion hig brother John appears m the guse of
“ Governor of Surat,” an impossible position as the Gover-
nors of Burat were Mobammedan officials appontid by the
Mogul Emperor In my perplexity 1 ventured to appeal for
enlightenment to the Right Hon J W Lowther, M P, the
Speaker, and the courteous response made tu my application
enables me to state authontatively that Henrty Lowthir was
not the M of Neweastle, but the chief reprerentative of the
East India Company’s Factory at Surat The fact 15 finst
attested by the grand pedigree of the Lowtha: famly at
Lowther, in Cumberland, which has the followmg “Son
of S1ir Wm Lowther, of Pomfret, M P, Henry Lowther, Gover-
nor of Surat , marned daughter of ——— Baley, Thed 1743 In
2 family memorandum book 1s the following additional n-
formation —* Henry, the next brother, was sent when voung
into the East Indwes, and became Chief of Burat , but meetiny
with great losses from 11l Persons whom he trusted, and withal
Living there 1n great state and pomp, he returned home without



ANNESLEY'S LAST DAYS AND DEATH 339

energy, «and he had the foresight to percerve that
an opportunity offered of advancimg Butish interests
by taking 2 hand m bunging ahout the overthrow
of the Gouvernor under whom the Company’s
servants 1 common with other taders had so
long suffered *  He proceeded to cairy out us plans
with a thoroughness which was a guarantee of their
fmal success  Breastwoiks were thtown up round
the factoriy and the bwldings composmg 1t were
put 1 the best possible condition to 1esi1st attack
At the same tine he emolled 200 fighting men to
supply gainisons tor the detences

As the fight between the two factions in the
a1ty waxed warmer the defensive efforts of Lowther
becanmie metoed 1 the general offensive of the
“1ebels * One of the eity bastions wag manned
by the Company’s troops and they had some 1athe

any Fertune he marred MY the Dr of Captn Baley whnle
abroad Hi did at Laston Parva, in Essex at a House of
Lord Mavnard s, his Ured ;1758 leaving no Issue, and bur-
ted theie, bis Wadow still livime af that Place It will be
noted that thers 15 @ curwons deorepancy of hitacn vears i
the dubus assienad for Heney Lowrher s death B the pedigree
and the memorendum respectrdy

! The facts are takon trom the  Thary of Henrv Lowther,
Esg €t fon Vfurs of the Rkt Honble Umited Company
of Mcichants of I'nglnd Tradmg to the Fast Indws and
Counctl 1cedme m thar Factery 1t Rurat and subordinate
to the flonhl Robert Cowan Fnq Presideat of the Cosst of
India Persis amd Arabia, Geovernor & Commander 1 Chief
of Hi, Majesty « Castle & Island of Bombay, Counerl ™
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stiff fightmg, with the result that an Enghshman and
three country soldiers were killed For several
days the struggle continued inconclusively  On the
24th Moolnas, fearmng that after all he might have
taken the wrong side, withdrew lus support  The
posttion would now have been serious had not
Lowther come to the rescue and by furmshing the
adherents of Tedje Beg Khan with artillery and
ammunition completely restored the balance

Now the British became more closely concerned
1n the operations, and when on the 26th the Goyer-
nor’s forces made a formidable attack all along the
line the Company’s men rallied to the charge with
such spirit that the enemy retreated precipitately
leaving eleven laige guns and sundry ammumtion
m Brntish hands Sohrab Khan by this time had
had his fill of fighting and sought an accommodation
with Lowther He was curtly told “that the
merchants had already concerted measures to secure
their Iiberty and estates which they were 1esolved
to put in execution ”

A lull now ensued 1n the fighting which was taken
advantage of by Lowther to strengthen the forces
of the allies by supplying them with skilled artillery-
men The effect of this action was speedily visible
1 a more accurate and intensified bombardment
of the enemy’s positions  On the might of the 28th
some of the shots were dropped 1n the Governor’s
Palace greatly to the alarm of the inmates On
three succeedng days the contest contmued without
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any matenal change By this time ammuuition
was yunmng short i the British lines and an urgent
message was despatched to Bombay for further
supplies and remnfoicements On July 2 Lowther
by invitation visited Tedje Beg Khan who warmly
thanked him for the great assistance he had
rendered and paxd him the spectal compliment
of asking his adwvice as to the best methods of
conductmg a general assault on the enemy’s positions
which he had in contemplation  Lowther suggested
that the Nawab's forces should he divided mto four
one section being emploved to make a direct attack
on the centre and the other three sections being
ubfilised m flank operations

This plan of campaign was promptly adopted
with triumphant results Three lines of entrench-
ments were carried and by the end of the day the
(Yovernor’s Palace was practically mnvested  Sohab
Khan, however was by no means disposed of He
fought on resolutely and mamtaned quite a brisk
fight agamnst the Dutch Factorv which was only
saved from capture by British assistance Mean
while semous financial trouble had developed which
threatened to nulhfy the success that had been
achieved  Agam Lowther saved the situation by
takmg the mitiative 1 1aisng Rs 50 000, of which
the Company’s funds contnibuted Rs 30,000, for the
prosecution of the opeiations This was the
decisive factor m the stinggle Sobrab Kban fled
from the field leaving the Governorship m  the
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hands of his rival who was duly acclaimed by the
Brtish and presented with the usual nuzzur of
seven mohurs m recognition of his clayms to their
allegiance *

The victory thus ganed almost entirely by British
a1d sounded the death-knell of the reign of tyrannv
under which the European traders i Surat had so
long suffered Never again were Knghshmen to be
put m 1rons and led captives through the Surat
streets the sport of an enraged populace , no future
Annesley or Gayer was to langwish for years in nk-
some confinement as hostage for the satisfaction of
extortionate demands The British now held thewr
heads high and commanded where before they
had alternately huinbly pleaded and impotentlv
threatened The line of imndependent Governois of
Surat which was established by Tedje Beg Khan
existed on Brntish sufferance, and when the time
came, as 1t did before the century was much more

! Henry Lowther s services on this occasion met with a
poor requitel at the bands of by masters When the Court
of Directors heard of * the surpmsing revolution’ thev sont
out a querulous despatch sayng they ““ would have their
servants be very wary 1n matters of such moment” They
ghould, the despatch sard, ““ 1f possible keep neuter in all suck
cases unless the Company’s property was mmvaded, and upon
that happening the old practice should be followed of hlockh-
admg the port, by which the Mogul authorities would be
brought to reason without the English engaging m a wvil
war” On March 11, 1735, Henry Lowther and five
other officzls were dismussed the Company’s service * for
gross mismanagement at Surat
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than half gone when these self-appomnted 1ulers
had made themselves impossible by their oppression
and misgovernment ther weie thrust on one side
by the shong Brtish hand to make way for the
ordered admimstration which Las ever sinc swayed
the destinies of the feitile lands of Guzerat, of which
Surat for many venerations .as the chief tiade
centie

It 15 natmally on this later pcduze of peace and
good government that the Butish historian 1s most
disposed to dwell hut the caxlier period marked
though 1t was bv disgrace and tadute wust also
he studied 1if we would obtam a covtecs view of
the development of Butish mfluence n India
The Swat of Annesley’s hfty years’ term of exile
was typeal of an India of change and decev The
old Mopul oider was passing ond the geat anarchy
wag gpreading ovel the lind mvitine theinteriention
of the power which was ultimately to evolve out
ot chaos the present majestic fabne of Indian
Goveinment In this mighty tiansimmation the
part plaved by the Lnghsh of the tune was a strctly
subordinate one but 1t was the knowledge gamed
by the bitter expentence of then contact with the
disruptive forces then at worle m India that supphed
the groundwoik of the policy which later 1esulted
m the epoch-makmmg vicvory of Plassy  Annesley
and Tus fellons wele the 1ude pienceis of a great
advance—the unfortunates who fall by the wav
overwhelmed by the mutial difficulties  Ther
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ichievements appear of Iittle account if an isolated
7iew 18 taken of them, but seen 1n a wide perspec-
ave they drop into their places as essential parts
f a mighty whole
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spol of Qurde Merchant 207

Guardian, The authors 1tk
m 8

Gurjsarare eipturcd bt Dvor
162

Gyflard Philp Aungiers 1n
structions to 34

H
Hamulton iptun Alexander
and Abdul Guffore 110
has controversy with dnnes
ley 184 188, accus~cs Anms
ley of mewn corduet 227
gives evidence 1t Purdih
account- mmquiry 323
Harcoory the pasition of 1
n bluhmailer 109w~
Kisso Parrakh of the dwnar
the Enghsh arc wm 1635
offer- te sccure Anncsl s
telease for R~ 10000, 181
goodwill of purchised 184
hotherd hy  Apnp-de: 212
dcelarcs that the Emperar
mtcnds to cwpel the Engh-h
219 dcnounces the Fngh<h
230 dippeirs m 1 cloud
of mfimv 200 dnneslcy
refer~ to 07
arlentn S Wm  Nornss
treasurer 271
H - Bartholomen -

prioncl 120 14 joms
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Mehemet Khan dispatehed to
stop Sir Wm Norris, 267

Memon Borahs of Surat, 109

Mewse and Brooks Ncw Com
pany 3 officials, rench Surat,
250

Military forces of the East India
Company, terrible mortality
of the, 45

Mihtia of Bomban, 53, 71

Mills, Sir Wm Norrs « cecrs
tary, charges agamst 271

Mmechm, commandcr of the
Revenge, 62

Mocha and Jcddah feets, con
voy offered for, 172

Morko crew of mutiny
jomm Eidd, 199

and



INDEX

Mocullees Khan nterested 1n
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Wealty, dusanna
Anneslev off to India
dcfends her husband 317

Wesley, The Rev  Samuel
Lrother in law  of  Samuel
Anneslex 7, at  chool at
Alortons JAeademy  Newing
ton 42  apponrted Agert
by Swmwl Anncsley 313
Anmneslev enraged ot the mig
manwcment of 317 Su
<na Wesley 8 defonee  of,
317 mentwn of 1 Annes
Iey ~ will, 332 mention of
mn Mrs Annesley ~ wall 313

Wit Indws Evory disposes of
his plunder m the 104

W estern India darhest hour of
the Englich m, 146

Walhim  IIT  fetter trom to
Aurmngsibe 208, deith of
solemmzed 1t New Company’s
Fictory 280 news of death
of conveved overland 320

Woodioff Edmond o druggst,
secretly  tikes passage for
India 33

Wreek s moncy, the 31%

Wught, Captun of the Queda
Merchanf 198

Wiche and Garnett Old Com
puy 3 ofher s, seized, 2549

(uller

sces hamuel
42,



Prnded by Butler & Tanuer, Frome and Levdon,






